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PAPERS 


RELATING  TO 

PROCEEDINGS  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  DISTRESS, 

AND 

STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS  AND  WORKHOUSES, 

IN  IRELAND. 

FIFTH  SERIES.— 1848. 


CIRCULARS  of  INSTRUCTIONS  to  BOARDS  of  GUARDIANS  and  POOR  LAW 
INSPECTORS,  issued  by  the  COMMISSIONERS. 


Employment  of  Able-bodied  Paupers  in  receipt  of  Out-door  Relief. — Cir- 
cular of  Instructions  to  Boards  of  Guardians  of  Unions  to  which,  au  Order  for 
Out-relief  to  the  Able-bodied  has  been.  Issued. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  desire  me  to  call  the  especial  attention  of  the  Guardians  of 
Union  to  that  part  of  the  order  of  the  Commissioners,  authorizing  the  Guardians 
to  afford  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  persons  in  food,  which  requires  that  every 
able-bodied  male  person  so  relieved,  shall  perform  a task  of  work  during  eight 
hours  at  least  of  every  day  for  which  he  receives  relief. 

The  manner  in  which  this  important  part  of  the  order  should  be  carried  into 
effect,  demands  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Guardians ; and  the  Commissioners 
now  proceed  to  explain  the  result  of  their  own  experience  on  the  subject. 

Most  of  the  suggestions  which  have  been  made  to  the  Commissioners  have 
reference  to  the  supposed  advantage  of  obtaining  productive  labour  in  return  for 
the  relief  afforded ; and  many  of  them  involve  the  proposal  of  employing  the  able- 
bodied  applicants  for  relief  in  the  cultivation  of  land,  on  the  best  terms  which  can 
be  obtained  by  the  Guardians,  from  the  parties  occupying  or  owning  such  land. 

To  every  proposal  of  this  nature  the  Commissioners  consider  objections  to  exist 
which  are  insurmountable,  and  they  do  not  contemplate  giving  their  approval  to 
such  proposals  under  any  circumstances  whatever.  One  obvious  objection  is, 
that  such  proceedings  might  interfere  with  the  operation  of  the  legislative 
measures  expressly  provided  to  facilitate  the  improvement  of  landed  property  in 
Ireland  ; under  which  measures,  labour  will  be  employed  and  paid  in  the  ordinary 
course,  without  any  disturbance  of  those  relations  which  naturally  subsist  between 
the  employer  and  the  employed,  and  which  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to 
maintain,  as  far  as  possible,  undisturbed. 

Among  the  evil  tendencies  of  a system  which  permits  the  recipients  of  relief,  to 
apply  their  labour  to  profitable  and  productive  employment  on  the  property  of 
private  individuals,  the  following  are  perhaps  the  most  prominent : — 

Firstly.  Such  a system  tends  to  absorb  the  general  stock  of  employment, 
and  so  to  bring  more  labourers  on  the  poor-rates. 

Secondly.  It  tends  to  lower  the  market  value  of  labour,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  self-relying  labourer ; since  the  occupier  of  land  will  not  contract 
for  the  employment  of  pauper  instead  of  independent  labour,  unless  he 
can  obtain  some  advantage  in  the  rate  of  wages. 

Thirdly.  It  tends  to  spoil  the  industry  and  habits  of  the  labourer,  who 
will  not  work  with  the  same  energy  in  return  for  relief,  as  when  he  has 
a bargain  with  a private  employer  to  work  for  wages  ; the  continuance 
of  his  employment  and  the  amount  of  his  receipts  depending,  in  one 
case,  on  his  industry  and  the  value  of  his  work,  and  in  the  other  case, 
on  the  necessities  of  himself  and  those  dependent  on  him  for  support. 
There  is  no  system  of  obtaining  labour  in  return  for  relief  from  the  poor-rates, 
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which  is  wholly  free  from  the  above  objections.  The  desideratum,  therefore,  is 
the  mode  of  employment  which  is  least  open  to  objection ; and  this  will  be  found, 
as  the  Commissioners  believe,  in  any  such  employment  as  shall  be  least  calculated  to 
attract  labourers  to  itself,  and  thus  draw  them  away  from  the  ordinary  employments 
by  which  they  have  been  accustomed  to  maintain  themselves. 

With  these  views,  the  Commissioners  recommend  the  Guardians  to  establish  a 
system  of  breaking-  stones  by  measure,  as  the  most  suitable  employment  for  able- 
bodied  males  requiring  relief.  The  advantages  of  stone-breaking  are,  that  it  is 
easy  to  superintend  and  regulate  as  task  work, — that  the  materials  are  generally 
available,  the  implements  of  labour  few  and  simple, — and,  above  all,  that  it  is  less 
eligible  to  the  labourer  than  most  other  employments,  provided  that'  it  be  vigi- 
lantly superintended,  and  that  a full  day’s  labour  be  rigorously  exacted  from  each 
recipient  of  relief. 

The  Commissioners  are  aware  that  such  a system  cannot  be  established  through 
a large  Union  without  expense,  and  without  great  and  persevering  exertion  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians ; but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  widely-spread 
distress  which,  on  the  representations  of.  the  Guardians  themselves,  has  led  to  the 
issue  of  the  order  authorizing  relief  in  food  to  the  able-bodied,  presents  the  two 
alternatives,  either  of  such  a system  as  the  one  now  laid  down  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, or  of  a system  of  rations  unchecked  by  any  test  or  condition.  But  the 
latter  system,  even  when  administered  with  the  greatest  care  and  under  the  best 
control,  must  involve  a profuse  expenditure,  demoralise  the  population,  and  by 
making  them  independent  of  their  ox-dinary  employments,  diminish  the  productive 
resources  of  the  country,  and  accumulate  causes  of  disti-ess. 

In  every  electoral  division,  therefox-e,  in  which  the  Guardians  find  it  necessary 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  power  to  give  rations  to  the  able-bodied,  it  is  their 
imperative  duty,  in  discharge  of  the  trust  which  they  have  received  from  the  rate- 
payers, to  provide  a rigid  system  of  task-work,  and  to  appoint  a sufficient  number 
of  superintendents  of  labour,  under  that  branch  of  the  order  which  authorizes 
them  to  appoint  such  officers. 

These  appointments  should  be  made,  not  permanently,  like  those  of  the  regular 
relieving  officers,  but  for  such  time  only  as  their  services  may  be  requii-ed,  at  a 
weekly  rate  of  wages  of  about  10s. ; for  which  amount,  there  is  no  doubt,  that 
trustworthy  and  suitable  persons,  able  to  render  accounts  in  writing,  may  be 
obtained. 

The  Guardians  will  have  to  determine  the  amount  of  labour  to  be  required  from 
each  applicant  for  relief,  , and  the  amount  of  rations  to  be  given  him  in  return  by 
the  superintendent  of  labour,  after  the  performance  of  the  task. 

The  ordinary  relieving  officers  will  present  the  cases  to  the  Guardians,  and 
take  their  directions  on  each  case.  The  result  of  the  decisions  of  the  Guardians; 
may  be  communicated  by  the  relieving  officers  to  the  superintendents  of  labour  in 
the  following  duplicate  form  : — 


Name  of  Applicant; 

Daily  Task  of  Work. 

Radons. 

II 

||  Name  of  Applicant. 

Rations. 

! 

| 

■: 

I 

! 

1 

The  right-hand  pox-tion  of  the  sheet  will  be  detached  in  slips  by  the  superin- 
tendents; and  delivered  to  the  parties  employed,  in  the  form  of  tickets,  entitling 
them  to^  receive  their  rations  from  the  contractor,  or  from  the  person  in  charge  of 
the  depot,  as  the  case  may  be.  Where  contractors  can  be  found  to  take  on  them 
tbe  distribution  of  the  rations,  it  is  obvious  that  some  trouble  and  expense  will  be 
saved  in  respect  of  depots  of  provisions  and  the  payment  of  persons  to  take  charge 
of  them.  In  either  ease  the  tickets  brought  in  will  be- the  vouchers  to  the  Guar- 
dians-for  the  consumption  of' so  much  food. 

The  Guardians  probably  expect  from  the  Commissioners  some  principles  to 
assist  them  in  determining  the  task  of  work  and  the  amount  of  rations  in  each 
case  ; the  Commissioners  therefore  desire  to  observe,  that  it  is  not  necessary  the 
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amount  of  rations  should  bear  any  direct  proportion  to  the  task  ; on  the  contrary, 
the  order  itself  requires  that  each  recipient  should  give  a full  day’s  work  for  evex-y 
day  for  which  he  receives  rations ; and  it  is  manifest  that  the  amount  of  rations 
must  depend  on  the  number  of  persons  who,  besides  himself,  are  dependent  on 
him  for  support. 

The  justice  of  this  arrangement  stands  on  the  following  basis  The  food  is 
given,  not  as  the  price  of  lalour,  but  as  the  relief  of  destitution.  The  labour  given 
in  return  is  the  condition  of  receiving  that  relief ; and  if  the  necessities  of  the 
recipient  and  his  family  are  wholly  relieved,  it  is  just  that  he  should  give  in  return 
the  lull  value  of  his  labour,  whatever  that  may  be. 

The  Guardians,  acting  on  the  above  principle,  will  have  to  determine  the 
amount  of  daily  labour  which  may  fairly  be  claimed  from  an  adult  male  of  average 
strength;  secondly,  from  an  adult  male  of  less  than  the  average  strength;  and, 
lastly,  from  male  applicants  above  15  years  of  age,  but  not  yet  adult,  respectively’. 
The  ration,  as  already  observed,  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  number  dependent 
for  support  on  the  person  relieved. 

The  selection  of  the  places  proper  for  the  employment  of  the  applicants,  in  suf- 
ficient, but  not  too  great  numbers,  the  procuring  of  materials  and  the  conveyance 
thereof  to  each  depot,  the  providing  of  such  implements  as  may  be  found  necessary 
to  provide  for  those  coming  to  labour,  are  points  which  will  necessarily  have  the 
attention  of  the  Guardians  in  due  course. 

The  Inspector  of  the  Union  has  been  especially  charged  to  afford  the  Guardians 
all  the  advice  and  assistance  in  his  power,  to  enable  them  to  cany  out  the  order 
with  most  effect  and  advantage ; and  the  Commissioners  request  the  Guardians 
will  take  the  arrangements  into  consideration  with  the  least  possible  delay. 


To 


By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 


The  Clerk  of  the  Guardians 
of  Union. 


W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


Implements  for  Employment  of  Able-bodied. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
SlR>  January  19,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief 
of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  a 
copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Trevelyan,  of  the  14th  instant,  together  with  a copy  of 
the  Ireasury  Minute  of  that  date  therein  referred  to,  relating  to  implements 
belonging  to  the  Board  of  Works,  which  are  available  for  the  employment  of  able- 
bodied  paupers,  where  relieved  out  of  the.  workhouse ; and  I am  to  request  that 
you  will  furnish  the  Commissioners,  as  early  as  possible,  with  an  estimate  of  the 
numbers  of  the  several  descriptions  of  implements  required  for  the  employment  of 
able-bodied  paupers  in  the  Unions  of 

in  which  an  Order  authorizing  out-door  relief  under  sec.  2 of  10  Viet.,  c.31,is 
now  in  force. 

The  Commissioners  also  request  that  you  will  be  prepared  to  furnish  them,  from 
time  to  time,  with  similar  estimates  in  regard  to  any  other  Unions  in  your  district, 
to  which  similar  orders  may  hereafter  be  issued. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  the  previous  Minute  of  the  Treasuiy  of  the  4th  instant, 
also  transmitted  herewith,  that  any  of  these  implements  that  may  be  lent  for  the 
purpose  in  question,  are  to  be  retui-ned  to  the  Board  of  Works  when  done  with. 


I have,  &c. 

_ W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

1 o Inspectors  of  Unions  in  which  an  Order 
for  Relief  to  the  Able-bodied  is  in  force. 


Enclosures. 

Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  January  5,  1S48. 

I AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to  transmit 
to  you,  for  your  information,  a copy  of  a minute  of  this  Board,  authorizing  the  transfer  to  your 
officers  of  such  of  the  tools  under  the  charge  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  the  different  counties 
of  Ireland  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  destitute  persons  to  perform  the 
tasks  of  work  required,  from  them  as  the  condition  of  the  relief  afforded  to  them  and  their 
families. 


The  P oor  Law  Commissioners,  Ireland. 


I am,  &c., 

C.  E.  Trevelyan. 
B 2 


Miscellaneous. 
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Treasury  Minute,  dated  4th  January,  1848. 

Write  to  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  that  it  is  their  Lordships’  wish  that  they 
should  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  from  time  to  time,  such  of  the 
tools  under  the  charge  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  the  different  counties  of  Ireland  as  may  be 
wanted  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  destitute  persons  to  perform  the  tasks  of  work  required 
from  them  as  the  conditiou  of  the  relief  afforded  to  them  and  their  families. 

These  tools,  when  transferred  to  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors  or  Guardians,  will  remain 
under  their  charge  as  long  as  they  may  be  required  for  the  above-mentioned  purpose,  but 
when  no  longer  wanted,  they  should  be  returned  to  the  Board  of  Works. 

Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  January  14,  1848. 

I am  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to  transmit 
herewith,  for  your  information,  an  extract  from  their  Lordships’  Minute,  dated  the  14th  instant, 
and  to  state  to  you,  that  it  is  their  Lordships’  wish  that  the  tools  referred  to  should  be  lent 
by  you  to  the  different  Boards  of  Guardians,  as  they  may  be  from  time  to  time  required,  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  labour  test ; and  that  the  permanent  and  temporary  Inspecting 
Officers  in  the  several  Unions  should  exercise  a general  control  and  superintendence  over  the 
care  of  the  tools,  to  the  extent  of  seeing  that  they  are  not  used  for  any  purpose  which  has  not 
the  full  sanction  and  approbation  of  your  Board,  and  that  they  are  taken  proper  care  of;  for 
which  purpose  they  should  be  occasionally  collected  and  counted,  under  their  superintendence 
and  inspection. 

I am,  &c.. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  Dublin,  C.  E.  Trevelyan. 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  14th  January,  1848. 

Write  to  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  in  Ireland,  in  reply  to  their  letter  dated 
11th  instant,  that  my  Lords  approve  of  the  mode  in  which  they  propose  to  effect  a settlement 
of  the  cost  of  the  large  quantity  of  tools  purchased  for  carrying  on  the  Relief  Works,  namely, 
to  charge  the  several  counties,  in  the  shape  of  a per  centage  upon  the  cost  of  the  works,  with 
half  the  difference  between  the  original  cost  of  the  tools  and  their  present  value,  and  that  the 
tools  should  remain  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government. 

Referring  to  the  letter  from  this  Board,  dated  the  5th  instant,  their  Lordships  desire  that 
the  Commissioners  will  immediately  confer  with  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  obtain 
from  them  an  estimate  of  the  entire  quantity  of  tools  likely  to  be  required  in  the  different 
Unions  of  Ireland  during  the  ensuing  year,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  proper  administration 
of  the  Poor  Law,  by  enabling  the  Guardians  to  test  applications  for  relief,  by  annexing  to  the 
receipt  of  relief,  whether  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse,  the  performance  of  a task  of  work  equal 
to  a full  day’s  labour ; and  that  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  will  reserve  the  tools 
likely  to  be  required  for  this  important  object,  keeping  them  in  depot,  in  the  situations  best 
suited  for  meeting  the  wants  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians  in  the  several  districts  of  Ireland. 


Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Lublin, 
^IR»  January  26,  1848. 

I AM.  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief 
of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  a 
copy  of  a communication  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  Mr.  Tre- 
velyan, stating  that  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  have  desired  the  Board  of  Works  to 
return  to  Boards  of  Guardians  any  sums  received  in  payment  for  tools  supplied  by 
the  Board  ol  Works  ; and  I am  to  request  that  the  Commissioners  may  be  informed 
of  any  cases  in  which  such  payments  may  have  been  made,  if  there  be  any  such  in 
your  district. 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 

To  „ 7 m W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

Lack  Permanent  and  Temporary 
Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Enclosure. 


Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  January  24,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  letter  from  this  Board,  dated  the  5th  instant,  I am  commanded 
by  the  Logs  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Commis- 
sioners ot  Public  Works  have  been  desired  to  return  any  sums  of  money  which  mav  have  been 
received  by  them  from  Boards  of  Guardians  in  payment  for  tools ; and  I am  to  request  that 
you  will  inform  the  Boards  of  Guardians  in  question  that  the  tools  in  respect  of  which  these 
payments  were  made  will  be  considered  to  have  been  lent  to  them  in  the  same  manner  as 
similar  loans  of  tools  have  been  made  to  other  Boards  of  Guardians. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  ‘ f«  Tt  Tbpvriv.u 

Dublin.  •L'  AREVELYAN- 
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Advances  by  the  British  Relief  Association. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin , 
&IR>  _ January  21,  1848. 

e , -J  AM.  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief 
o e Poor  in  Ireland,  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  a 
copy  of  correspondence  with  Count  Strzelecki,  in  reference  to  the  advances  made 
to  certain  Unions  by  the  British  Relief  Association,  and  their  repayment. 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 

To  the  Inspectors  of  Unions  to  which  ^ Stanley,  Secretary. 

Advances  have  been  made. 


Enclosures. 


Sir, 


Poor  Law  Cormnission  Office,  Dublin , 
December  20,  1847. 


jjeccmoer  zu,  lo-a/. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  ihe  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland 
desire  mo  to  express  their  thanks  for  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  accompanying  a statement 
of  the  sums  recently  remitted  by  you  on  behalf  of  the  British  Association,  as  grams  to  several 
ol  the  Unions  in  Ireland,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  1300Z. 

In  the  case  of  the  Cavan  Union,  the  Commissioners  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  Vice- 
truardians  will  shortly  be  m a position  to  replace  the  sum  of  300Z.,  the  advance  of  which  has 
been  attended  with  the  greatest  convenience  and  advantage,  but  which  the  Commissioners  would 
on  no  account  recommend  to  be  made  a grant  in  aid  of  the  rates  of  Cavan  Union,  or  any  of 
the  electoral  divisions  thereof.  y 

The  Commissioners  trust  there  may  be  other  instances  in  which  sums  advanced  from  the 
tunas  ot  the  Association  to  relieve  immediate  distress  and  under  the  pressure  of  great  emer- 
gency, may  be  ultimately  repaid  from  the  rates  when  collected,  and  thus  increase  the  resources 
at  your  disposal,  and  become  available  as  grants  in  other  cases. 

, ^lfL' Commissioners  desire,  however,  to  call  your  particular  attention  now  to  the  cases  of 
ose  Unions,  to  which  the  sums  remitted  may  be  considered  either  now  or  hereafter  as  grants 
of  money  not  to  be  repaid  from  the  poor-rates. 

It  is  intended  that  such  sums  should  be  administered  in  the  same  way  as  the  poor-rates  • 
and  they  will,  therefore,  be  in  the  nature  of  funds  for  dispensing  relief  to  the  poor  under  the 
Poor  Laws,  derived  from  other  sources  than  poor-rates. 

It  will  be  necessary  in  keeping  the  accounts  of  such  Unions,  that  credit  should  be  given  to 
the  several  electoral  divisions,  or  some  of  them,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  sums  so  granted  • for 
under  the  Poor  Law  statutes  there  is  no  head  of  account  referable  to  the  entire  Union5  but 
every  item,  both  of  receipt  and  expenditure,  is  brought  to  the  account  of  one  or  more  electoral 
divisions. 

The  Commissioners  have  deemed  it  right  at  once  to  call  your  attention  to  this  point,  as  it  is 
rather  for  you,  than  for  any  party  to  whom  the  sums  may  be  remitted,  to  determine  which 
electoral  division  of  a Union  should  have  the  benefit  of  these  grants,  and  in  what  proportion 
each  division  should  enjoy  that  benefit.  In  the  event,  however,  of  your  leaving  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  grants  in  the  hands  of  the  parties  at  whose  disposal  they  are  placed,  the  Commis- 
sioners beg  to  suggest,  for  your  consideration,  whether  it  might  be  expedient  to  accompany 
that  trust  with  some  expression  of  your  views  as  to  the  principle  on  which  the  benefit  of  the 
grant  to  any  Union  should  be  apportioned  among1  the  several  electoral  divisions. 


To  Count  P.  De  Strzelecki. 


I have,  &c., 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


British  Relief  Association  Office,  Dublin, 
January  4,  1848. 

As  regards  that  part  of  your  communication  of  the  20th  ultimo.  No.  42,138,  which 
refers  to  those  Unions  to  which  the  sums  remitted  by  the  Association  may  be  considered  as 
grants  of  money  not  to  be  repaid  from  the  poor-rates,  I beg  to  offer  the  following  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners: — 

• CaSCS  which  tbe  eleemosynary  interference  of  the  Association  for  the  out-door  relief 

is  called  upon,  the  agency  will  be  guided  in  its  action  by  the  opinion  and  recommendation  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  not  only  as  to  the  amount  of  grant  required  for  the  exigencies  of 
the  Unious,  but  also  as  to  the  proportion  in  which  the  grant  is  to  be  appropriated  or°allocated 
to  each  of  the  electoral  divisions. 

The  sum  granted  will  be  charged  in  the  agency  accounts,  for  convenience  sake,  against  the 
Inspector,  to  whom  the  money  will  be  transmitted.  b 

Each  grant  will  be  accompanied  by  an  advice  to  this  effect,  that  the  grant  is  to  be  appro- 
priated by  the  Inspector  to  each  of  the  electoral  divisions,  in  the  proportion  determined  by  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  that  those  appropriations  are  to  be  accounted  for  to  the  Com- 
missioners, according  to  the  rules  and  forms  prescribed  by  the  Poor  Law  statutes. 

It  would  be,  perhaps,  advisable  that  a return  of  advances  made  by  the  agency  of  the  British 


Miscellaneous. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Miscellaneous. 


€ PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

Association  to  the  Inspector,  for  exigencies  of  the  divisions  composing  his  Union,  be  forwarded 
from  time  to  time  to  the  Poor  Law  Office,  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  different  accounts. 
In  that  case  you  will,  perhaps  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  whether  weekly,  or  fornightly,  or 
monthly  return  will  be  required  by  the  Commissioners. 

I have,  &c., 

W.  Stanley,  Esq.,  P.  E.  De  Stbzelecki. 

Secretary.  , 


Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  . 

Sir,  January  6,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
in  Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  respecting  advances 
made  to  certain  Unions  by  the  British  Association,  which  are  not  required  to  be  repaid  out  of 
the  poor-rate ; and  I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  thanks  for  your  communication. 

The  Commissioners  desire  me  also  to  express  their  approval  of  the  course  proposed  by  you, 
which  entirely  meets  their  views. 

They  will  be  obliged  if  you  will  send  the  return  proposed  of  advances  made  to  the  several 
Inspectors,  fortnightly. 

I have,  &c.. 

To  Count  Strzelecki,  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

Sfc.  $•<?. 


Relief  of  the  Destitute  without  regard  to  previous  Residence. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office , Dublin , 
December  29,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland,  having  observed,  that  in  some  instances,  relief  has  been  refused  to  appli- 
cants, or  discontinued  to  paupers  to  whom  it  had  been  given,  on  the  ground  that 
they  had  not  previously  resided  in  the  Union,  or  had  not  resided  in  it  for  a certain 
time,  or  that  they  “ do  not  belong  to  the  Union;”  I am  directed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners to  point  out  to  the  several  Boards  of  Guardians  that  previous  residence  in 
the  Union  is  not,  by  any  provisions  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts,  made  a condition 
upon  which  relief  should  be  given,  destitution  being  the  sole  ground  of  relief;  and 
that  if  any  applicant  be  deemed  by  the  Guardians,  in  the  exercise  of  their  discretion 
in  regard  to  the  case,  a fit  object  for  relief  as  a destitute  person,  such  person  should 
he  relieved  in  the  Union  in  which  he  is  or  becomes  destitute  and  applies  for  relief, 
without  regard  to  the  circumstance  of  his  having  been  previovsly  resident  therein 
or  not,  or  to  the  length  of  time  during  which  he  may  have  been  resident. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  (10  Viet.  cap.  31),  the 
Guardians  are  now  required  to  make  provision  for  the  relief  of  all  classes  of  desti- 
tute persons,  either  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse ; and  the  consideration  whether  a 
destitute  person  has  or  has  not  been  previously  resident  in  the  Union,  cannot 
legally  affect  his  claim  to  relief,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Acts,  although  the 
mode  m which  the  cost  of  such  relief  is  afterwards  to  be  charged,  either  to  the 
Union  at  large  or  to  particular  electoral  divisions,  is  to  be  determined  according  to 
his  previous  residence,  in  accordance  with  section  12  of  10  Viet.  c.  31. 


To 


The  Clerk  of  the  Guardians  of  each  Union. 


I have,  &c., 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


Allowances  to  Paupers  on  removal  from  Workhouses  on  Out-door  Relief. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
&5IRj  January  18,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  desire  to  draw  attention  to  the  following  portion  of  their  Circular  of  the 
14th  of  August  last 

‘‘Under  existing  circumstances,  it  appears  most  desirable  that  the  present  accom- 
modation  in  the  workhouse,  should,  as  a general  rule,  be  reserved  for  the  relief  of  such 
able-bodied  persons,  not  falling  within  the  first  section  of  the  Extension  Act,  as  may  be 
eemecl  to  be  destitute ; and  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  approve  (for  the  present 
e discharge  of  persons  from  the  workhouse  who  may  fall  within  any  of  the  three  classes 
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specified  in  section  1,  ajid  who  may  he  deemed  properly  and  sufficiently  provided  for  by  a Miscellaneous, 

weekly  allowance  out  of  the  workhouse,  so  long  as  the  causes  of  their  destitution  shall  

continue  to  exist.” 


. The  Commissioners  are  still  strongly  of  opinion,  that  the  workhouse  accommoda- 
tion should  be  reserved  for  destitute  able-bodied  persons  and  their  families.  How- 
ever,  the  Commissioners  are  still  equally  desirous  that  the  Guardians  should  be 
cautious  in  ascertaining  that  those  whom  they  remove  from  the  workhouse  on 
weekly  out-door  allowances  are  properly  and  sufficiently  provided  for. 

Whenever  such  allowances,  being  legal,  may  be  deemed  proper  for  any  persons 
who  are  at  the  time  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  the  Board  of  Guardians  should,  as 
a matter  of  routine,  discharge  those  inmates  from  the  House  Register,  order  them 
the  proper  weekly  allowance,  and  cause  their  names  to  be  entered  on  the  Out-door 
Register,  as  well  as  on  the  Relief  Lists  of  the  respective  relieving  officers  for  the 
electoral  divisions  in  which  the  allowances  are  to  be  dispensed.  It  will,  in  every 
such  case,  be  obvious,  that  the  persons  so  transferred  to  the  Out-door  Relief 
Books  should  be  given  in  charge  to  the  relieving  officers  at  the  workhouse,  and 
that  immediate  provision  should  be  made  for  their  subsistence,  until  the  next  day 
for  dispensing  out-door  relief  allowances  in  the  electoral  divisions  to  which  they 
are  respectively  to  repair. 


To  flie  Clerk  of  each  Union. 


By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary, 


Recovery  of  Poor-rates  from  Landlords. 


Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Lublin, 
January  14,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland,  deem  it  advisable  to  draw  attention  to  the  modes  prescribed  by  law  for 
recovery  of  arrears  of  the  poor’s-rate  due  by  immediate  lessors. 

The  Act  6 and  7 Victoria,  cap  92,  sec.  2,  points  out  three  courses  for  this 
object : — 


1.  By  action  or  suit  in  the  superior  Courts,  with  consent  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

2.  By  Civil  Bill  in  the  Court  of  proper  jurisdiction. 

3.  Where  the  lessor  resides  in  any  county,  part  of  which  may  be  in  the 
Union,  by  complaint  to  any  justice,  on  non-payment  after  15  days’  notice, 
and  summons  thereupon  to  appear  before  such  justice  in  petty  sessions. 

Whenever  application  may  be  made  to  the  Commissioners  for  their  consent  to 
proceed  in  the  superior  Courts,  it  will  be  necessary  to  transmit  a list  of  the  imme- 
diate lessors  proposed  to  be  sued  in  such  manner,  stating  their  places  of  abode,  the 
total  amount  due  by  each,  and  the  grounds  on  which  proceeding  by  action  appears 
necessary. 


To  the  Clerk  of  each  Union. 


By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary, 


Provision  of  Coffins  for  Persons  dying  out  of  the  Workhouse. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,.  Dublin, 

. November  1,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief 
of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  to  inform  you  that,  in  consequence  of  applications  received 
by  them,  they  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  obtain  counsel’s  opinion  as  to  the 
legality  of  providing,  out  of  the  poor-rates,  coffins  for  the  burial  of  poor  persons 
who  die  out  of  the  workhouses ; and  I am  to  annex,  for  your  information  and 
guidance,  the  following  copy  of  questions  submitted  to  counsel,  with  his  opinion 
thereon. 


Queries. 

1.  “ Whether  the  Boards  of  Guardians  can  pro- 
vide coffins  for  deceased  persons  who  were  in 
receipt  of  out-door  relief,  as  destitute  poor  persons, 
at  the  time-  of  their  death  ? ‘ 


Opinion. 

!•  **  I think  not.  In  such  cases  coffins  should' 
he  provided  by  the  churchwardens,  and  the  ex- 
pense assessed  upon  the  parish,  under  the  1 Geo. 
IT.  cap.  72,  sec.  10. 
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Miscellaneous. 


Questions. 

2.  “ Whether  the  Boards  of  Guardians  can  pro- 
vide coffins  for  deceased  poor  persons  not  in 
receipt  of  such  relief,  and  not  in  the  workhouse  at 
the  time  of  their  death  ? 

3.  “ Whether,  under  section  3 of  10  Viet.,  cap. 
31,  which  empowers  the  Commissioners  to  regu- 
late and  determine  the  kind  of  relief  to  be  afforded 
out  of  the  workhouse,  when  not  directly  specified 
by  the  Act,  and  the  manner  of  granting,  ordering, 
and  giving  such  relief,  the  Commissioners  can 
issue  an  order  empowering  a Board  of  Guardians 
to  provide  coffins  for  the  classes,  or  either  of  them, 
of  persons  referred  to  in  Questions  1 and  2 ? ” 

To  each  Poor  Law  Inspector , 6,-c. 


Opinions.  j 

2.  “ I think  not. 


3.  “ I think  not.” 


I have,  &c., 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


Circular  to  Temporary  Inspectors  as  to  the  State  of  the  Workhouses. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
SiR,  February  12,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland,  are  desirous  of  calling  the  attention  of  all  the  Temporary  Inspectors  to  the 
importance  of  their  constantly  inspecting  the  workhouses  of  the  Unions  in  which 
they  respectively  reside,  and  of  their  taking  care  that  the  Commissioners’  rules  and 
regulations  are  duly  observed  in  them. 

The  public  will  expect,  that  the  workhouse  of  an  Union  in  which  there  is  a 
Temporary  Inspector,  should  be  a model  of  good  ventilation,  cleanliness,  and  order; 
and  this  cannot  fail  of  being  the  case,  if  the  Guardians,  the  officers  of  the  work- 
house,  and  the  Inspector,  perse veringly  do  all  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  each  to 
accomplish. 

The  Commissioners  would  suggest,  that  each  Inspector  in  visiting  the  workhouse 
should  carefully  go  over  the  workhouse  rules  and  regulations,  and  should  consider 
whether  any  of  them  are  not  duly  observed. 

If  the  Inspector  discovers  that  any  are  violated  or  neglected,  he  should  consider 
with  whom  the  blame  really  rests. 

If  the  blame  rests  with  the  master  or  matron,  he  should  make  a special  report  on 
the  conduct  of  either  the  one  or  the  other,  or  of  both,  as  the  case  may  be ; and  it 
will  become  a subject  for  consideration  with  the  Commissioners,  whether  they  will 
allow  them,  or  either  of  them,  to  continue  in  their  present  office. 

If  the  blame  rests  with  the  Guardians,  as  will  almost  necessarily  be  the  case  if 
there  is  not  a sufficient  stock  of  bedding,  clothing,  and  of.  the  other  supplies 
required  in  a workhouse,  the  Inspector  should  bring  the  subject  pointedly  under 
the  notice  of  the  .Board  of  Guardians,  and  respectfully  urge  them  to  remedy  the 
evils  which  are  complained  of. 

If  the  Board  of  Guardians  disregard  the  representations  which  may  be  made  to 
them  by  the  Inspector,  the  Commissioners  request  that  the  Inspector  will  make  a 
formal  report  on  the  subject  to  this  office,  in  a separate  and  distinct  commu- 
nication. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Inspectors  should  not  fail  to  continue  impressing  upon  the 
Visiting  Committee  the  paramount  importance  of  their  complying  with  Article  57 
of  the  Workhouse  Regulations,  in  reference  to  their  carefully  examining  the 
workhouse  of  the  Union  once  in  every  week  at  the  least,  and  reporting  the  result 
of  their  examination  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  in  the  Visiting  Committee’s 
Report  Book. 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 

W.  Stanley, 

lo  each  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector.  Secretary. 


Circular  to  Temporary  Inspectors  as  to  the  Workhouse  Buildings. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

_ February  14,  1848. 

In  connexion  with  the  Circular  of  the  12th  instant,  which  is  forwarded  to 
you  by  this  day  s post,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the 
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Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the 
Circular  of  the  6th  of  December  last,  and  the  enclosures  therein  referred  to,  rela- 
ting to  the  workhouse  buildings. 


To  each  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector . 


I have,  &c. 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


Circular  as  to  Surrender  of  Land  to  enable  Applicants  to  receive  Relief  under 
section  10  of  10th  Viet.  c.  1. 

Poor  Laic  Commission  Office,  Lublin, 
Sir,  February  15,  184S. 

The  attention  of  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief 
of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  having  been  directed  to  cases  arising  under  section  10  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  (10th  Viet.  c.  31),  in  which  applicants  for  relief 
who  held  more  than  a quarter  of  a statute  acre  of  land  had  offered  to  surrender  the 
land  to  the  landlord  or  his  agent,  who,  however,  refused  to  accept  the  surrender 
unless  the  applicant  also  gave  up  a house  held  with  the  land  which  the  applicant 
refused  to  do ; to  cases  in  which  an  unsuccessful  attempt  has  been  made  by  the 
occupier  to  surrender  his  land,  even  though  no  such  condition  was  attached  to  the 
proposed  surrender  as  that  above  mentioned ; and  to  cases  in  which  the  husband 
being  absent  from  Ireland  in  search  of  employment,  the  wife  and  children  continue 
in  the  occupation  of  his  cabin  and  land,  in  which  cases  relief  has  been  refused  by 
Boards  of  Guardians  on  the  ground  that  the  wife  could  not  effect  a legal  surrender, 
though  willing  and  desirous  to  do  so ; — the  Commissioners  have  deemed  it  right  to 
submit  a case  to  Counsel  for  his  opinion  on  the  subject.  A copy  of  the  questions 
put  to  Counsel,  together  with  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Henn,  Q.C.,  thereon,  are  now 
transmitted  herewith  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  the  Guardians  in  regard 
to  the  administration  of  relief  in  such  cases;  and  the  Commissioners  desire  to 
observe,  that  the  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  agrees  in  the  opinion  given  by 
Mr.  Henn. 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 

W.  Stanley, 

To  the  Clerk  of  each  Union.  Secretary. 

Questions  and  Opinion  above  referred  to. 

Queries. 

1.  Whether  the  refusal  of  the  surrender  by  the 
Landlord  disqualifies  a destitute  person  from  re- 
ceiving relief  under  the  section  of  the  Act  above 
recited  ? 

2.  Whether  a person  occupying  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  of  land,  would  be  excluded  from 
relief  by  the  provisions  of  that  section,  in  conse- 
auence  of  a legal  incapacity  to  surrender  the  land  ? 


c 


Opinion. 

1.  I think  not,  provided  the  party  applying  does 
not  continue  in  the  occupation  of  land  of  greater 
extent  than  the  quarter  of  a statute  acre. 

2.  I think  a person  continuing  to  occupy  such 
quantity  is  excluded  by  the  statute,  whether 
capable  of  legally  surrendering  his  interest  in  the 
land  or  not. 

The  Guardians  are  not,  in  any  case,  compelled 
to  grant  out-door  relief-  They  may  always  exer- 
cise a discretion  where  the  party  applying  is  one 
to  whom  such  relief  may  be  granted,  and  grant 
relief  to  such  person,  either  in  or  out  of  the 
workhouse,  as  to  them  shall  appear  fitting;  but 
in  cases  coming  within  the  10th  section,  the 
Guardians  are  prohibited  from  granting  any  relief, 
either  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse.  In  my  opinion, 
the  occupation  or  non-occupation  of  the  quantity 
of  land  mentioned  is  made  the  criterion  of  desti- 
tution, and  the  Guardians  are  warranted  in  re- 
lieving any  person  who  is  not  in  such  occupation, 
and  they  are  not  bound  to  investigate  title  at  all,  or 
ascertain  whether  the  tenant’s  interest  has  been 
legally  determined  by  surrender  or  otherwise. 

(Signed)  J.  Henn. 

February  2nd,  1848. 

16,  Upper  Jlerrion-strcet. 


Miscellaneous. 
Page  35, 4th  Series. 
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Circular — Publication  of  Lists  of  Persons  receiving  Relief  in  the  several 
Unions  : — February  25,  1848. 

Sir, 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  having  had  under  consideration  the  expediency  of  publishing  from  time  to 
time,  for  the  information  of  the  rate-payers  generally,  lists  of  the  persons 
receiving  relief  in  the  several  Unions,  whether  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse,  I am 
directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  it  appears  to  them  advisable  that  lists 
should  be  made  out  of  all  the  persons  receiving  relief  in  the  Union,  distinguishing 
those  in  the  workhouse  from  those  receiving  out-door  relief. 

Such  a list  should  be  made  for  each  electoral  division  separately,  and  be  divided 
into  townlands,  so  arranged  as  to  specify  opposite  each  tovvnland  in  the  division 
the  names  of  the  persons  receiving  relief  in  such  townland. 

The  lists  should  be  posted  at  the  usual  places  of  posting  public  notices  in  the 
respective  electoral  divisions ; and  each  list  might  be  affixed  to  the  police  stations 
in  the  electoral  division  and  townlands  to  which  it  relates.  In  fact,  every  possible 
publicity  should  be  given  to  the  lists,  and  information  respecting  the  circumstances 
of  persons  receiving  relief  should  be  earnestly  invited  and  be  readily  received,  from 
all  employers  of  labour  and  all  trustworthy  persons  in  the  Union. 

The  accompanying  form  may  be  adopted  for  the  purpose ; and  the  lists  be  printed 
for  posting  accordingly. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  that  the  lists  should  be  made  out  and  posted  at 
the  beginning  of  every  fortnight. 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 

To  the  Clerk  of  each  Union.  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

Enclosure. 

Union.  Electoral  Division  of  


List  of  Persons  receiving  Relief  in  the  above  Electoral  Division  on  1st  of  184  . 


Townland. 

Name  of  Person  relieved. 

Number 

Family. 

If  in  Workhouse, 
Date 

of  Admission. 

If  receiving 
Out-door  Relief, 
Date  from  which 
Relief 
commenced. 

. 

Appointment  of  additional  Temporary  Inspectors. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Trevelyan  : — January  12,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  direct  me  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  information 
of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  a copy  of  a letter 
which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  Mr.  N Loftus  Tottenham,  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Manorhamilton  Union,  representin'1,  the 
necessity  which  exists  for  the  appointment  of  a Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector 
for  that  Union.  The  Commissioners  have  to  request  the  sanction  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  to  the  appointment  of  a Temporary 
Inspector  for  this  Union,  and  also  one  for  the  Dingle  district  of  Tralee  Union. 

I he  Commissioners  are  of  opinion,  that  the  case  of  Dingle  does  not  call  for 
any  special  observation.  However,  in  reference  to  the  Manorhamilton  Union, 
the  Commissioners  in  addition  to  what  is  stated  by  Mr.  Tottenham,  have 
to  observe  that  the  Union  is  a very  poor  one,  and  in  fact  poorer  than  the 
, ton]  Sligo,  which  has  an  Inspector ; the  net  annual  value  of 
the  Manorhamilton  Union,  being  47,2841.  and  the  population  45,990.  The 
Manorhamilton  Union  is  further  west  than  the  Mohill  Union,  and  it  was 
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merely  from  unwillingness  to  propose  a Special  Inspector  for  a Union,  if  the 
necessity  for  such  an  officer  could  be  ultimately  avoided,  that  the  Commis- 
sioners did  not  apply  for  an  Inspector  for  the  Manorhamilton  Union  in  the  first 
instance. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Tottenham,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Manorhamilton  Union,  to  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  : — January  11,  1848. 

I bf.g  leave  to  call  to  your  notice  the  necessity  of  appointing  an  Inspector  to  the 
Manorhamilton  Union,  county  of  Leitrim,  for  the  following  reasons. 

The  business  is  so  heavy  since  the  commencement  of  the  out-door  relief,  that  two  days  per 
week  would  not  suffice  to  go  through  the  relieving  officers’  books,  as  they  should  be  examined, 
as  well  as  their  accounts,  and  the  other  matters. 

The  admission  of  paupers  every  Board-day  consumes  most  of  the  day,  and  the  routine  busi- 
ness of  the  Union,  without  leaving  time  to  go  through  the  collectors’  books,  and  forcing  them 
to  do  their  work  and  get  in  the  rates  ; and  a fever  hospital  is  now  to  be  looked  after  also  ; 
added  to  this  the  master  and  matron  and  schoolmaster  have  had  fever,  and  are  not  yet  able  to 
do  anything,  and  the  interior  economy  of  the  house  is  going  to  ruin  last. 

And  you  must  be  aware,  no  unpaid  parties  will  give  up  more  than  one  day  of  the  week  to 
the  business.  Moreover,  considering  the  distance  the  Guardians  have  to  come,  and  the  short- 
ness of  the  days  at  present.  If  an  Inspector  was  appointed  for  six  months,  even  so  as  to  get 
the  whole  machine  fairly  set  going,  we  might  then  be  able  to  manage  without  him  from  thence- 
forward, but  unless  some  such  person  be  sent  there  for  a little  time,  I and  most  of  the  Guar- 
dians conceive  the  whole  thing  will  be  one  scene  of  tconfusion,  mismanagement,  and  waste,  and 
the  rates  will  not  be  collected. 

Treasury  Minute  on  the  above. 

January  14,  1848. 

Write  to  the  Commissioners,  that  my  Lords  are  pleased  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of  a Temporary  Inspector  to  the  Manorhamilton  Union,  and  of 
another  to  the  Dingle  division  of  the  Tralee  Union,  as  recommended  by  them. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Trevelyan  -.—January  19,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  .Commissioners  to  request  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to  give  them  permission  to  appoint,  with  the  previous 
approbation  of  His  Excellency,  Temporary  Relief  Inspectors  in  Unions  wherein 
out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  has  become  necessary,  and  in  which  great  dis- 
tress prevails. 

The  reasons  for  this  request  are,  that  the  Commissioners  are  convinced,  by 
experience,  that  they  cannot  reckon  on  out-door  relief  being  properly  administered 
to  able-bodied  men  in  any  Union  in  a distressed  district,  unless  an  Inspector 
constantly  resides  there,  to  stimulate  the  Guardians,  to  prevent  abuses,  and  to  see 
that  the  Commissioners’  regulations  are  duly  observed. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  mean  to  express  an  opinion  that  such  an  officer  will 
always  be  necessary ; but  they  are  satisfied  that  the  new  system  of  poor-laws 
will  not  have  a reasonable  prospect  of  success,  unless  for  a while  there  is  constant 
local  inspection  and  supervision.  . 

The.  Unions  to  which  the  Commissioners,  if  they  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Treasury,  would  at  once  appoint  Inspectors,  are  Nenagh,  Thurles,  Cashel,  in  the 
county  of  Tipperary,  and  Kells  Union,  in  the  county  of  Meath.  But  the  Com- 
missioners would  wish  to  be  empowered  likewise  to  appoint  such  officers  for 


Oldcastle, 

Granard, 

Tipperary, 

Mullingar, 

Callan, 


Ennis, 

Dunshaughlin, 

Gort, 

Naas, 

Roscrea, 


in  all  of  which  the  order  authorising  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  lias  become 
necessary,  and  has  been  issued  by  the  Commissioners. 


Treasury  Minute  on  the  above. 

January  21,  1S48. 

Write  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that  my  Lords  are  pleased  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspectors  to  any  of  the  14  Unions 

C 2 


Miscellaneous. 
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named  in  their  letter  to  which,  in  their  opinion  and  in  that  of  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, it  is  necessary  that  such  Inspectors  should  he  appointed ; but  their  Lordships 
do  not  consider  it  advisable  to  give  a general  authority  for  the  appointment  of 
officers  of  this  class. 


The  Commissioners  to  Sir  Denis  Le  Marchant — Financial  State  of  Unions: — 
February  19,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  Sir  George  Grey’s 
information,  that  the  collection  of  poor-rates  in  Ireland,  during  the  month  of 
January,  1848,  is  now  known  to  have  exceeded  190, 000/. 

A statement  in  the  usual  form  is  in  preparation  for  that  month,  and  will  be 
forwarded  in  due  course  when  completed. 

The  series  of  similar  statements  forwarded  already  extends  to  the  close  of  the 
year  1S47,  and  the  Commissioners  take  this  opportunity  of  reviewing  the  col- 
lection of  rates  in  Ireland  during  the  past  year,  and  of  placing  before  Sir 
George  Grey  some  particulars  not  contained  in  their  previous  communications  to 
him  on  this  subject. 

The  total  amount  of  poor-rates  made  in  Ireland  during  the  year  1847  appears 
to  have  been  1,618,240/.,  giving  an  average  throughout  the  Unions  of  2s.  5&d.  in 
the  pound. 

The  total  amount  of  the  rates  previously  made,  but  uncollected  at  commence- 
ment of  the  year,  was  243,384/. 

The  total  amount,  therefore,  which  was  in  progress  of  collection  during  the 
year  was  1,861,624/. ; of  this  total,  there  was  collected  within  the  year  970,318/., 
giving  an  average  throughout  the  Unions  of  Is.  5 id.  in  the  pound. 

The  fact  that  less  than  half  the  rate  which  was  in  collection  in  1847,  was  col- 
lected within  that  year,  will  be  explained  by  the  following  statement  of  the 
account  of  rates  made  in  each  month,  whereby  it  will  appear  that  of  the  total 
arrear  which  remaiued  uncollected  on  the  1st  January,  1848,  viz.,  890,639/.,  no 
less  than  715,693/.  consisted  of  rates  made  within  the  preceding  four  months  : — 


The  Rates  made  in  the  Month  of 

Amounted  to 

January,  1847  

. £60,008 

February  „ 

75,451 

March  

38,570 

April  

. 147,734 

M»y 

121,315 

June  „ *..... 

116,943 

July 

. 192,487 

August  „ • 

149,372 

September  

199,707 

October  

. 168,852 

November  

147.353 

December  

. 199,781 

Total  in  the  12  months  . 

£1,618,240 

The  average  period  heretofore  usually  bestowed  on  the  collection  of  rate  in 
Ireland  appears  to.  have  been  about  six  months ; this  length  of  time  is  owing 
partly  to  the  provisions  of  the  original  Act,  which  contemplate  a half  yearly 
rating  in  each  Union,  and  partly  to  the  great  extent  of  the  collecting  districts, 
which  comprise,  on  the  average,  45  square  miles  each,  the  entire  number  of 
collectors  being  699. 

The  amount  collected  in  January  shows  an  increased  ratio  in  the  progress  of 
the  collection  as  compared  with  the  amount  on  the  books ; and  the  Commissioners 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  in  the  present  month  the  collection  is  also 
satisfactory. 

The  Commissioners  have  deemed  it  right  to  submit  these  remarks  to  Sir 
George  Grey,  inasmuch  as  they  are  aware  that  the  large  amount  returned  in  the 
column  uncollected  in  the  recent  monthly  statements  has  led  to  a supposition 
that  a large  portion  of  that  amount  is  likely  to  fail  of  being  collected,  which, 
looking  to.  the  present  ratios  of  progress,  the  Commissioners  have  no  reason  to 
suppose  will  be  the  case. 
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AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

Statement  relative  to  the  Collection  of  Poor-rate  in  Unions,  in  which 
Vice-Guardians  have  been  appointed. 

Of  the  17  Unions  in  which  paid  officers  were  appointed,  prior  to  the 
close  of  January  last,  there  are  five,  namely,  Galway,  Trim,  Kenmare,  Athlone, 
and  Carrick-on-Shannon,  in  which  the  appointments  were  made  in  January, 
and  in  which  the  interval,  since  the  appointment  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  has 
not  enabled  the  results  to  be  fairly  developed  in  the  collection  of  the  rates. 

Statements  of  the  collection  in  the  remaining  12  Unions,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a summary : — 

1.  Cavan  Union. 

In  the  Cavan  Union,  the  Vice- Guardians  were  appointed  on  the  8th  December, 
1S47,  and  before  the  close  of  that  month  a rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound  (previously- 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  after  strong  opposition,  and  under  threat 
of  dismissal,)  was  put  in  collection,  amounting  to  16,757/. 

In  eight  tceeks,  ended  the  31st  January,  the  sum  of  10,616/.  was  collected,  or 
about  two-thirds  of  the  rate ; the  amount  collected  in  the  month  of  January 
alone  being  S950Z.,  a larger  amount  than  was  ever  collected  in  a like  period  in 
any  Union. 

Contrasted  with  the  above  collection,  the  collection  in  the  12  months  prior 
to  the  dissolution  of  the  Board,  was  5379/.  (or  an  average  levy  of  about  10 d.  in 
the  pound),  and  5000/.  less  than  their  expenditure — a deficiency,  in  fact,  almost 
equal  in  amount  to  the  year’s  collection. 

Some  opposition  has  been  offered,  but  has  been  resolutely  met  by  the  col- 
lectors ; the  result  has  been  that  the  Vice-Guardians  have  collected  sufficient 
to  pay  a debt  of  5000/.  due  at  the  time  of  their  appointment,  and  to  provide 
for  the  current  expenses  of  relief ; there  remaining  a balance  in  the  treasurer’s 
hands  on  31st  January,  of  5944/. 

2.  Kanturk  Union. 

In  the  Kanturk  Union,  as  in  the  Cavan  Union,  the  collection  has  been  sig- 
nally successful. 

The  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed  on  the  16th  November,  1847,  the  Union 
being  then  encumbered  with  a debt  of  6680/. 

On  the  27th  November  a rate  (adopted  by  the  late  Guardians)  of  35.  in  the 
pound  (in  one  division  45.),  was  signed,  and  on  30th  November  was  put  in 
collection,  its  amount  being  16,837/. 

£. 

There  was  collected  in  December  . 5,677 

And  in  January  .....  5,936 


Total  collection  in  two  months  . 11,613 

being  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  entire  rate. 

The  collection  by  the  late  Guardians  in  the  12  months  ended  30th  November, 
was  only  10,342/.  being  an  average  levy  of  about  25.  in  the  pound),  and,  as 
above  shown,  6680/.  under  their  expenditure. 

The  collection  of  two  months  has  placed  at  the  command  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of  relief,  to  defray  their  debts,  and  to 
leave  a large  balance  available  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  there  being  on  the 
31st  January  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  the  large  sum  of  5111/. 

3.  Scariff  Union. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Vice-Guardians  in  the  Scariff  Union,  with  reference 
to  the  rates,  have  been  highly  satisfactory. 

The  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed  on  the  2Stli  October,  1847,  the  Union 
being  at  that  time  burthened  with  a debt  of  nearly  6000/.  (5888/.),  which  would 
alone  absorb  a rate  of  more  than  25.  6d . in  the  pound. 

The  late  Guardians  had  proposed  a rate  prior  to  their  dissolution,  which, 
after  deducting  the  amount  of  their  debts,  would  have  left  but  very  little  to 
support  the  destitution  of  the  Union. 

The  Vice-Guardians,  however,  having  duly  considered  the  lowness  of  the 
existing  valuation,  and  the  exigencies  of  the  Union,  adopted  a rate  of  7s.  6d. 
in  the  pound,  calculated  to  yield  16,776/.,  and,  including  former  arrears, 
17,353/.  This  rate  they  signed  on  the  3rd  December  last. 


Miscellaneous. 
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The  rate  was  not  in  course  of  active  collection  until  the  latter  end  of  De- 
cember ; and  the  Vice-Guardians,  on  the  2Sth  January,  reported  that  they 
expected,  at  the  close  of  that  month,  that  the  whole  collection  would  amount  to 
6000/.  (it  having  at  the  date  of  their  report  considerably  exceeded  5000/.),  and 
they  expressed  a hope  that  in  a very  few  weeks,  the  whole  outstanding  cheques 
(which  had  been  drawn  by  the  late  Board  on  the  treasurer,  without  providing 
funds  to  meet  them)  would  be  liquidated. 

On  the  5th  February,  the  Vice-Guardians  reported  that  the  sum  of  1232/. 
on  account  of  these  cheques  had  been  actually  paid,  the  amount  of  outstanding 
cheques,  exclusive  of  the  other  debts  left  by  the  late  Board,  being’  thereby 
reduced  to  2069/.  16s.  10 d. 

Captain  Hart,  the  Temporary  Inspector  of  the  Union,  informs  the  Com- 
missioners that  he  has  intimated  to  the  collectors,  that  he  expects  they  will 
complete  their  collection  during  the  present  month. 

The  collection  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  contrasted  with  that  by  the  late 
Guardians,  is  most  remarkable. 

The  late  Guardians  collected — 

In  the  year  ended  September,  1846  £1714 

And  in  the  year  following,  down  to  their  dissolution  . 1551 

Total  collection  in  two  years  . . . £3265 

The  collection  by  the  Vice-Guardians  in  the  two  months  of  December  and 
January  last  was  about  6000/.,  or  more  than  one-third  of  a 7s.  6cl.  rate. 

4.  Lowtherstown  Union. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  in  the  Lowtherstown  Union  was  commenced  under 
the  disadvantage  of  the  Vice-Guardians  being  appointed  to  levy  a rate  for 
repayment  of  Government  advances,  which  the  Guardians  had  opposed. 

The  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed  on  the  18th  September ; on  the  6th 
October  they  signed  a rate  of  6461/.,  and  on  the  13th  of  October  put  it  into 
collection. 


A decided  and  general  opposition  to  the  collection 
beginning. 

was  manifested 

The  collection  progressed  as  follows : — 

In  October 

£156 

In  November 

374 

In  December  ..... 

787 

From  1st  January  .to  12th  February  . 

2039 

£3356 

Leaving. uncollected  on  the  12th. February  . 3105 


This  arrear  is  considerable ; and  the  Vice-Guardians,  at  their  meeting  of 
the  2nd  instant,  required  the  collectors  to  lodge  the  arrear  within  the  present 
month. 

The  decided  improvement  in  the  collection  during  January,  as  compared  with 
December,  justifies  the  expectation  of  the  collection  being  brought  near  to  a 
close  within  this  month ; that  is  to  say,  within  four  months  after  its  being  put  in 
active  collection. 

This  rate  of  collection  compared  with  that  of  the  previous  rate  is  very 
favourable.  The  late  Guardians  collected  in  eight  months  previous  to  dissolution, 
of  a rate  of  1443/.,  only  1083/.,  leaving  debts  due  to  contractors  alone, 
amounting  to  964/.  This  debt  the  Vice-Guardians  have  already  raised  funds  to 
liquidate,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  subjoined  comparison  of  collection  and 
expenses : — 


Collected  down 
to  12th  Feb. 

Expenses  down 
to  12th  Feb. 

£. 

£. 

October 

94 

218 

November  .... 

374 

214 

December  .... 

787 

467 

January  1 to  February  12 

2,039 

721 

Total  four  months  . 

3,356 

1,620 
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Thus  the  excess  of  collection  over  expenses  down  to  12th  February,  was 
1736/. ; the  debts  at  the  date  of  appointment  of  Guardians,  964/. ; showing 
that  the  collection  has  covered  the  debts  and  current  expenditure,  leaving  a 
surplus  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Union ; the  money  in  the  treasurer’s  hands 
on  the  12th  instant  being  1028/. 


5.  Cahirciveen  Union. 

The  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed  in  the  Cahirciveen  Union  on  the  24th 
December,  1847. 

The  rate  was  made  by  the  late  Guardians  about  the  middle  of  November,  at 
3s.  in  the  pound,  amounting  to  3578/. 

The  warrants  were  issued  about  the  middle  of  November,  but  little  of  the 
rate  was  lodged  in  November.  In  December  620/.  was  collected.  In  January 
about  782/.,  being  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  entire  rate,  and  showing  a favor- 
able increase  on  the  previous  month’s  collection ; the  collection  of  the  two 
months  amounting  to  1402/. 

The  late  Guardians  collected  only  a shilling  rate,  amounting  to  1217/.  during 
the  whole  of  the  previous  year,  leaving  debts  to  the  amount  of  1649/.  at  the 
close  of  November. 


6.  Bantry  Union. 

The  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed  in  this  Union  on  the  19th  October, 
1847.  • 

On  the  12th  November,  they  made  a three-shilling  rate,  amounting  to  6285/., 
and  with  the  arrears  to  6884/ 

The  warrants  were  issued  for  the  collection  in  part  of  the  Union’  in  the 
middle  of  December,  and  in  the  rest  of  the  Union  towards  the  close  of  the 
month. 

The  collection  during  the  month  of  December  was  771/.,  and  during  the 
month  of  January,  1242/ 

The  temporary  Inspector  reported  at  the  close  of  January,  that  notwith- 
standing the  opposition  encountered,  the  collection  was  proceeding  favorably. 

The  collection  down  to  the  31st  January,  amounted  to  2013/.,  or  more  than 
one-fourth  of  the  entire  rate,  the  amount  collected  in  the  year  preceding  being 
only  1084/,  whilst  the  debts  left  due  by  the  Guardians  were  3879/  ° 

7.  Roscommon  Union. 

The  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed  on  31st  December  last;  there  being 
then  an  arrear  of  rate  uncollected  amounting  to  1695/ 

The  total  rate  collected  in  the  previous  year  by  the  Guardians  was  only 
3620/  ; debts  remaining  at  the  close  of  the  year  to  the  amount  of  6874/ 

A rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound  had  been  previously  agreed  upon,  but  the  col- 
lecting books  were  not  ready  for  issue  until  the  close  of  January.  On  the  31st 
January  the  Vice- Guardians  reported  that  the  collectors  had  applied  for 
assistance,  and  on  the  9th  instant  they  reported  that  praise  was  due  to  the 
collectors  for  their  great  exertions. 

444/  was  lodged  in  the  wyeek  ended  5th  instant,  and  the  prospects  of  the 
collection,  under  the  above  circumstances,  are  favourable. 

8.  Mohill  Union. 

The  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed  on  the  10th  December,  1847,  there 
being  1326/  uncollected  of  a rate  made  in  December,  1846,  which  rate,  with 
arrears,  amounted,  to  3457/  ; showing  that,  in  the  entire  year,  only  2266/  was 
collected ; leaving. debts  to  contractors  alone  amounting  to  2443/ 

The  Vice-Guardians,  early  in  January  last,  made  a rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound 
on  a portion  of  the  Union,  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  the  revision  of 
the  valuation  completed,  and  in  appointing  collectors,  they  were  unable  to 
bring  the  entire  rate  into  collection  before  the  close  of  Jauuary,  and  therefore  no 
return  of  the  success  of  the  collection  has  yet  been  received ; the  new  rate  is 
calculated  to  yield  8665/,  exclusive  of  arrears. 
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9.  Ballina  Union. 


The  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed  in  Ballina  Union  on  24th  December 
last ; they  commenced  their  duties  on  the  27th  December ; and  they  made 
it  one  of  their  first  acts  to  direct  their  solicitor  to  apply  to  the  immediate  lessors 
who  had  not  paid  their  rates ; also,  to  urge  the  collectors  to  proceed  against 
occupiers. 

The  state  of  the  collection  at  the  date  of  their  appointment  was  as  follows. 
The  rate  was  made  in  July,  1847,  amounting,  with  arrears,  to  13,869Z. ; of  this, 
a sum  of  9353/.  remained  uncollected  at  the  time  of  their  appointment ; only 
4500/.  having  been  collected  in  the  preceding  six  months,  leaving  debts  to  the 
amount  of  1741/. 

The  amount  collected  in  the  month  of  January  last  was  1600/.,  leaving 
7609/.  micollected.  Of  this  arrear,  the  Vice-Guardians  have  estimated  that  a 
large  portion  is  irrecoverable  from  the  present  occupiers. 

At  the  same  time  they  report  that  many  defaulters  seeing  that  it  was.  the 
intention  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  put  the  law  in  force,  had  paid  up  their  rates. 


10.  B ALLINROBE  UNION. 

The  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed  in  July,  1847;  on  15th  October  fol- 


lowing they  made  a rate  of  .£14,126 

The  amount  collected  to  31st  January,  was  . 3,333 

The  arrear  being 10,793 

The  collection  in  December  was  . . . 994 

And  in  January 2,180 


Showing  a very  favourable  increase  in  the  last  monthly  collection,  the  col- 
lection of  the  two  months  amounting  to  3,174/. 

The  amount  collected  in  the  previous  year  by  the  late  Guardians  was  only  • 
2,584/.,  leaving  debts  to  contractors  alone,  amounting  to  2000/. 


11.  Castlebar  Union. 

The  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed  13th  July,  1847;  they  made  rates 
varying  from  3.?.  l^rZ.  to  55.  in  the  pound  on  9th  October  following,  amounting 
with  arrears  to  9947/. 

In  the  last  three  months  the  collections  was  as  follows : — 

November £516 

December  . . , . . . 563 

January 560 

£1,639 

Leaving  uncollected  S308/.;  the  collection  of  1639/,  in  the  three  months 
contrasts  favourably  with  the  former  collection  in  the  Union ; the  total  amount 
collected  in  the  two  preceding  years  being  only  2673/,  and  in  the  latter  year 
only  448/,  leaving  debts  to  the  amount  of  4000/. 

According  to  a return  down  to  the  5th  February,  the  total  amount  collected 
was  1805/. 

Proceedings  are  being  taken  against  all  defaulters;  the  collector  failed  in 
his  proceedings  at  first,  owing  to  informality  in  the  notices.  This  error,  however, 
having  been  remedied,  the  arrears  may  be  expected  to  be  reduced  speedily. 


12.  Wesport  Union. 

The  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed  on  16th  August,  1847 ; on  1st  November 
they  made  a rate  of  7 335/,  and  with  arrears  (1051/.)  8386/. 

The  amount  collected  in  December  was  . . £876 

» » January  . . . 1220 


Total  in  two  months  . 


£2096 


Scarcely  any  rate  was  collected  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  in  the  year 
preceding  their  dissolution,  and  they  left  a debt  of  nearly  3000/. 
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Grant  for  the  Erection  of  Ovens  in  remote  or  distressed  Unions. 

Mr.  Trevelyan  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  1,  1848. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  having  had  under 
consideration  a communication  from  Sir  R.Routh,  dated  Dublin,  the  29th  instant, 
relating  to  the  construction  of  ovens  in  certain  Unions  on  the  west  coast  of  Ireland, 
with  a report  from  the  Architect’s  Department  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission  Office, 
dated  28th  instant,  upon  the  subject,  I am  commanded  to  transmit  for  your 
information  copy  of  a minute  of  this  Board  thereon. 

Enclosure. 

Treasury  Minute: — December  31,  1847. 

Write  to  SirR,  Routh  that  their  Lordships  are  of  opinion  that,  with  a view  to  secure  a 
successful  trial  of  the  experiment  of  constructing  ovens  for  the  purpose  of  baking  bread  for 
out-door  relief,  the  best  course  of  proceeding  will  be  to  place  a sum  of  5001.  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  to  be  employed  by  them  under  the  superintendence  of  their 
architect  in  the  erection  of  ovens  at  two  or  three  workhouses,  at  which  the  means  of  bakiuo- 
bread  on  an  extensive  scale  are  most  urgently  required,  and  at  which  the  experiment  is  most 
likely  to  succeed ; but  their  Lordships  desire  that  it  may  be  fully  understood  that  whatever 
the  result  may  be,  any  further  expenditure  which  it  may  be  desirable  to  incur  must  be  incurred 
by,  and  at  the  expense  of,  the  Unions,  without  any  assistance  from  the  Government. 

Sir  R.  Routh  is,  therefore,  authorized  to  pay  the  sum  of  500Z.  to  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners in  Ireland  in  such  proportions  as  it  may  be  required ; and  he  will  also  place  them  in 
possession  of  all  the  information  which  he  has  collected  on  the  subject,  and  give  them  any 
other  assistance  which  may  be  in  his  power  in  carrying  out  this  useful  object. 


The  Commissioners  to  their  Architect,  Mr.  Wilkinson  -.—January  3,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief 
of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  to  enclose  herewith  a copy  of  a communication  received 
this  day  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  relating  to  the 
erection  of  ovens  in  certain  Unions  ; and  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are 
anxious  to  commence  at  once  the  erection  of  ovens  in  Berehaven  in  Bantry  Union, 
and  at  Bingliamstown  in  Ballina  Union  ; and  the  Commissioners  request  your 
earliest  attention  to  the  subject. 


Return  of  Relieving  Officers  appointed  since  the  Return  in  Fourth 
Series,  p.  29. 


1 of 

•j* 

4j 

1 = 
B 5 
Wm 

w § 

j£  = 

S-5  .2 
2-SP 

« 0 
sfi. 

s?eI 

f|l 

2“  S’ 

£.3 

se 

Antrim  . . 

49,168 

116,342 

19 

3 

£. 

40 

Celbridge  . 

25,242 

86,055 

15 

No«. 

Clifden  . . 

33,465 

191,426 

4 

8 

33 

Duwnpatrick 

74,938 

147,367 

24 

6 

40 

Galway 

88,973 

•292,760 

12 

11 

32 

Inishowen  . 

43,569 

159,323 

21 

3 

35 

Kilkeel  . . 

28,638 

81,726 

10 

3 

37 

Larne  . . 

38,758 

231,073 

13 

None. 
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Hematics. 


The  Commissioner*  have  been  in  communication  with  the 
Guardian*  on  the  subject  of  appoiutiug  relieving;  officers, 
and  the  Board  of  Guardians  uot  having  complied  with 
the  General  Order  of  5th  August,  1847,  Article  2,  the 
Commissioners  issued  a further  Order  on  13th  December, 
1847,  defining  the  districts,  and  fixing  the  number  of 
relieving  officers  to  be  appointed.  Copy  of  Order  annexed. 
The  Guardians  h*ve  not  yet  complied  with  the  Order. 

Clerk  directed  to  advertise  for  relieving  officers  on  the  3rd 
February;  districts  decided  on  17th  February. 

Relieving  officers  are  to  be  appointed  on  the  29th  February. 


Celbridge  Union. 

To  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the  Celbridge  Union;  to  the  Clerk  to  the 
said  Guardians  ; to  the  Clerk  or  Clerks  to  the  Justices  of  the  Petty  Sessions 
held  for  the  Division  or  Divisions  in  which  the  several  Townlands  and  Places 
comprised  in  the  said  U ion  are  situated,  and  to  all  others  whom  it  may 
concern. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  fix  the  number  of  relieving  officers  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Guardians  of  the  Celbridge  Union,  and  to  define  the  limits  of 
the  several  districts  within  which  the  duties  of  the  relieving  officers  so  to  be 
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appointed  shall  be  performed  respectively,  and  the  salaries  to  be  given  to  each  of 
the  said  officers. 

Now  therefore,  we,  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief 
of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  do  hereby  order  and  direct  that  the  number  of  relieving 
officers  to  be  appointed  in  the  said  Union  shall  be  two  : — 

And  we  do  hereby  define  the  limits  of  the  districts  of  the  relieving  officers  so  to 
be  appointed,  as  follows,  that  is  to  say  : — 

1.  The  first  district  shall  consist  of  the  electoral  divisions  of  Celbridge, 

Leixlip,  Clonsilla,  Lucan,  Donaghcumper,  Newcastle,  Rathcoole,  and 
Saggard,  and  shall  be  called  the  Celbridge  District. 

2.  The  second  district  shall  consist  of  the  electoral  divisions  of  Kilcock, 

Cloncurry,  Rodanstown,  jDonadea,  Balraheen,  Maynooth,  and  Straf- 
fan,  and  shall  be  called  the  Kilcock  District. 

And  we  do  hereby  further  order  and  direct  that  the  salary  to  be  paid  to  each 
of  the  relieving  officers,  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  40Z.  per  annum. 

Sealed  with  our  Seal,  this  Thirteenth  day  of  December, 
in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  One  Thousand  Eight 
Hundred  and  Forty-seven. 

(Signed)  E.  T.  B.  Twisleton. 

(Countersigned) 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


The  Commissioners  to  Sir  Denis  Le  Marchant — Payment  of  Poor  Rates  in 
the  BaUinrobe  Union  by  Sir  R.  L.  Blosse  : — December  24,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  forward  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Secretary 
Sir  George  Grey,  a correspondence  respecting  the  payment  of  poor-rates  in 
the  Ballinrobe  Union,  by  Sir  R.  L.  Blosse. 

The  Commissioners  desire  me  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  Sir  R.  L. 
Blosse  has  expressed  a wish  that  the  whole  correspondence  should  be  printed, 
and  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  request  is  reasonable,  and  should  be  complied 
with,  unless  Sir  G.  Grey  sees  any  objection. 

Owing  to  the  great  pressure  of  other  business,  some  delay  has  taken  place  in 
copying  this  correspondence. 


Sir  Denis  Le  Marchant  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  30,  1847. 

I have  laid  before  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  your  letter  to  me  of  the 
24th  instant,  with  its  enclosures,  respecting  the  payment  of  poor-rates  in  the 
Ballinrobe  Union,  by  Sir  R.  L.  Blosse,  and  I am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  for 
the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that  Sir  George  Grey  thinks 
it  most  reasonable  that  information  should  be  laid  before  Parliament  disproving 
the  former  statement  with  regard  to  Sir  R.  L.  Blosse ; but  Sir  George  Grey 
wishes  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  consider  whether  this  object  might  not 
be  obtained  without  presenting  and  printing  the  whole  of  the  voluminous 
correspondence  which  accompanied  your  letter,  and  as  Parliament  is  not  now 
sitting,  there  will  be  time  to  consider  this  suggestion  before  any  further  papers 
can  be  presented. 


The  Commissioners  to  Sir  Denis  Le  Marchant,  in  reply: — 
January  15,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  concur  in  the  suggestion  of  Secretary  Sir  George 
Grey,  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  present  to  Parliament  and  print  the  whole  of  the 
voluminous  correspondence  relating  to  this  matter. 

The  letter  of  the  Commissioners  to  Sir  R.  L.  Blosse,  dated  17th  July,  1847, 
briefly  recapitulates  the  whole  transaction,  and  conveys  the  views  of  the  Com- 
missioners regarding  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Otway,  Assistant  Commissioner,  and 
Mr.  Bowen,  collector  of  the  poor-rates,  against  each  of  whom  Sir  R.  L.  Blosse 
preferred  complaints. 

A copy  of  that  letter,  and  of  the  subsequent  correspondence  between  Sir  George 
Grey  and  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject,  will,  the  Commissioners  think,  suffice 
to  place  the  matter  before  Parliament  in  its  proper  light. 
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Enclosure. — The  Commissioners  to  Sir  R.  L.  Blosse: — July  17,  184/. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  received  Mr.  Balls  report  of  his 
inquiry  into  your  complaint  of  Mr.  Bowen’s  conduct  as  rate  collector  in  the 
Ballinrobe  Union,  in  improperly  representing  to  the  Commissioners  that  you 
were  a defaulter  for  poor-rates,  which  representation  was  made  public,  by  Mr. 
Otway’s  observations  upon  it  having  been  included  in  certain  correspondence 
presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  by  command  of  Her  Majesty  during  the 
present  Session  of  Parliament. 

This  representation  was  contained  in  a letter  from  Mr.  Bowen  to  the  Com- 
missioners, dated  28th  December  last,  and  was  in  the  following  terms : — 

“ Mr.  O’Reilly,  land  agent  to  Sir  R.  Lynch  Blosse,  has  also  declined  to  pay 
“ for  his  tenants  under  41.,  alleging  that  he  cannot  get  in  the  rents.” 

The  observations  of  Mr.  Otway,  endorsed  on  a paper  containing  a resolution 
of  the  Ballinrobe  Board  of  Guardians  the  7th  January,  are  as  follows : — 

“ Mr.  Bowen,  the  rate  collector,  in  his  letter  to  the  Commissioners,  men- 

tioned  rate  as  due  by  Sir  R.  L.  Blosse  and  Mr.  C.  Kenny,  J.  P.,  who  lives  in 
“ the  town  of  Ballinrobe.”  (The  inaccuracies  in  the  printed  correspondence 
have  arisen  in  the  press.) 

In  your  letter  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  16th  ultimo  you  state,  that  you 
cannot  concur  in  their  opinion  that  Mr.  Otway’s  conduct  was  justifiable  and 
proper;  and  you  complain  that  Mr.  Otway  selected  your  case  and  did  not 
give  the  names  of  all  persons,  who  were  represented  by  Mr.  Bowen  as  owing 
rates. 

The  Commissioners  now  assure  you,  for  your  further  satisfaction  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Otway,  that  no  other  names  than  those  of  yourself  and  Mr.  C.  Kenny, 
were  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Bowen  to  which  Mr.  Otway’s  observations 
apply.  Those  observations  were  made  to  the  Commissioners  in  a shape  entirely 
confidential,  were  not  intended,  and  were  not  likely  to  be  made  public,  and  in 
making  them  Mr.  Otway  did  not  assert  or  affirm  any  fact  regarding  yourself, 
but  merely  recited  the  effect  of  Mr.  Bowen’s  communication. 

The  Commissioners  cannot  doubt  that  you  will  feel  satisfied  with  this  state- 
ment as  regards  Mr.  Otway ; but,  in  any  case,  they  now  repeat  their  opinion 
that  his  conduct  was  perfectly  justifiable  and  proper,  and  that  you  have  no 
ground  of  complaint  against  him  for  referring,  as  he  did,  to  this  communication 
of  Mr.  Bowen’s,  in  his  confidential  correspondence  with  the  Commissioners. 

In  reference  to  your  complaint  against  Mr.  Bowen,  his  statement  regarding 
yourself  appears  to  have  been  derived  by  Mr.  Bowen  from  a person  named 
Glynn,  employed  by  him  in  the  collection  of  the  rates.  From  the  evidence 
taken  by  Mr.  Ball,  the  Commissioners  are  satisfied  that  Glynn  did  give  that 
information  to  Mr.  Bowen,  and  that  the  latter  in  making  the  statement  believed 
it  to  be  true. 

If  the  evidence  of  the  person  named  Glynn  could  safely  be  relied  on,  it 
would  appear  that  at  the  time  Mr.  Bowen  wrote  his  letter  of  the  28th 
December,  your  agents  were  avoiding  payment  of  the  rates  on  other  grounds 
than  those  alleged  by  them,  namely,  their  objection  to  pay  all  that  was  alleged 
to  be  due.  Contradicted,  however,  as  Glynn  was,  by  the  evidence  of  other 
witnesses,  and  not  meriting,  as  the  Commissioners  believe,  the  confidence  which 
appears  to  have  been  placed  in  him  by  Mr.  Bowen,  the  Commissioners  cannot 
consider  the  allegation  borne  out  by  proof,  that  either  yourself  or  the  persons 
acting  on  your  behalf,  had  refused  to  pay  poor-rates  for  which  you  were 
legally  liable ; and  the  Commissioners  are  well  satisfied  that  your  own  desire 
was,  that  your  agents  should  punctually  pay  on  demand  the  poor-rates  which 
were  due  on  your  account. 

The  Commissioners,  therefore,  while  acquitting  Mr.  Bowen  of  wilful  mis- 
representation in  his  letter  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  28th  December,  can  by 
no  means  excuse  him  for  not  informing  himself  better  of  the  facts  of  the  case, 
and  for  making  and  reiterating  assertions  injurious  to  yourself  upon  informa- 
tion supplied  to  him  by  a person  not  deserving  his  confidence,  when,  by  direct 
communication  with  yourself  or  your  agents,  Mr.  Bowen  might  have  avoided 
all  misunderstanding  on  the  subject. 

The  Commissioners  will  communicate  their  views  to  Mr.  Bowren,  and  they 
will  request  him,  while  acting  as  collector  of  poor-rates,  to  be  careful  as  to 
the  facts  which  he  may  repeat  to  the  Commissioners,and  the  character  of  the 
parties  whom  he  employs,  and  from  ■whom  he  deriveshis  information. 
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SLIGO  UNION. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  15,  1847. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday. 

A great  part  of  the  able-bodied  paupers  who  were  admitted  to.  the  poor- 
house  last  day  of  meeting  have  since  gone  out,  with  the  expectation  of  getting 
out-door  relief,  but  their  vacancies  have  been  filled  up  by  those  admitted 
yesterday.  There  are  now  upwards  of  1400  in  the  house.  * 

In  consequence  of  the  weather  having  been  so  wet  during  the  past  week,  the 
sheds  in  progress  of  erection  could  not  be  completed,  as  was  expected ; the 
Guardians  had  therefore,  for  want  of  room,  to  send  back  to  their  respective 
divisions  the  large  crowd  of  applicants,  and  as  their  destitution  was  most  mani- 
fest, it  was  considered  necessary  to  place  them  on  out-door  relief  till  next  day 
of  meeting,  when  accommodation  can  be  obtained. 

A deputation,  formed  by  the  mayor  and  clergymen  of  Sligo,  waited  on  the 
Guardians  yesterday,  and  requested  them  to  take  some  steps  for  the  immediate 
relief  of  the  able-bodied  in  this  town,  1500  of  whom  (all  men  able  to  work) 
they  represented  as  being  without  employment  or  means  of  subsistence.  The 
deputation  was  advised  to  apply  to  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  for 
money,  sufficient  to  complete  two  unfinished  roads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
town,  in  order  to  give  those  men  employment  for  the  present. 

After  the  intended  additional  accommodation  is  occupied,  and  if  found  insuffi- 
cient, a special  meeting  of  the  Guardians  will  be  called,  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  propriety  of  applying  for  permission  to  place  the  destitute,  speci- 
fied in  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act,  on  the  out-door  relief. 

There  was  lodged  by  the  collectors  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  the  sum  of 
1228/.,  rates  collected  last  week;  in  some  of  the  electoral  divisions,  the 
attendance  of  the  military  was  required  to  protect  the  collectors,  and  was 
found  useful  in  making  an  example  of  the  refractory  rate-payers.  I have 
recommended  to  Colonel  M‘ Arthur,  commanding  officer  in  this  district,  the 
necessity  of  applying  for  additional  troops  for  the  use  of  this  Union,  as  I fear 
their  services  will  be  required ; there  is  but  a very  small  party  quartered  in 
this  town,  and  none  in  any  other  part  of  the  county. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  16,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  observe,  that  in  consequence  of  the  desti- 
tution of  a large  number  of  applicants,  for  whom  there  was  not  room  in  the 
workhouse,  the  Board  of  Guardians,  at  their  last  meeting,  felt  it  necessary  to 
give  those  destitute  persons  out-door  relief  until  next  meeting. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  observe,  that  if  the  persons  so  relieved  are  not 
of  the  classes  described  in  the  1st  section  of  the  Act  10  Vic.,  c.  31,  the  relief  is 
not  legal  without  an  order,  under  the  2nd  section  of  that  Act. 

This,  however,  is  not  stated  with  a view  of  inducing  an  application- for  such 
an  order,  but  in  the  hope  that  the  Guardians  will  be  prompt  in  the  adoption  of 
means  for  extending  the  in-door  accommodation  for  the  classes  that  cannot 
legally  be  relieved  out  of  the  workhouse. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  22,  1847. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  this  Union 
yesterday. 

The  poor-house  was  as  usual,  surrounded  by  paupers,  mostly  able-bodied, 
who  were  exceedingly  clamorous  for  relief;  542  were  admitted,  who  entirely 
nlled  the  new  sheds  and  other  accommodation,  afforded  by  the  removal  of  the 
orphan  children  to  the  house  provided  for  them. 

crowded  state  of  the  house,  fever  and  dysentery  are  on  the  increase; 
two  additional  fever  sheds  are  to  be  erected  immediately,  to  meet  this  advance 
of  disease. 
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Having  been  unwell  myself  last  week,  and  unable  to  attend  personally  to  the  Sligo  Union, 
collection  of  the  rates,  that  especial  part  of  my  duties  has  not  progressed  as 
well  as  usual : 2531.  was  lodged  with  the  treasurer  during  the  past  week. 

I have  been  unable  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the  Guardians,  the  subject  of 
your  communications  of  the  13th  and  17th  instant,  relative  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  assistant  relieving  officers,  in  lieu  of  the  additional  salary  proposed 
to  be  given  to  the  permanent  officers ; and  they  object  to  make  such  appoint- 
ments for  the  reason  set  forth  in  their  resolution,  to  be  submitted  to  you  by  the 
Clerk  to  the  Board. 

It  has  been  found  very  difficult  to  carry  out  the  system  of  the  New  Poor 
Law,  from  the  laxity  of  the  Guardians,  a few  of  whom  only  can  be  made 
attend. 

Mr.  Wynne,  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Wood,  and  some  few  more  gentlemen* 
deserve  the  highest  credit  for  their  assiduity  and  labour,  meeting  at  1 1 o’clock 
in  the  morning,  and  from  that  hour  until  7 o’clock  and  late  in  the  evening  ; 
perseveringly  endeavouring  to  perform  the  very  onerous  duties  imposed  on 
them,  and  meeting  frequently  more  than  twice  the  same  week,  with  the  most 
indefatigable  spirit.  I would  suggest  the  necessity  of  the  Commissioners’ 
interference  in  this  respect,  and  a letter  from  them  would,  I am  sure,  have  the 
effect  of  drawing  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  trust  for  which  they 
wore  appointed,  and  to  the  wants  of  their  poor,  which  otherwise,  and  at  their 
own  cost,  must  sadly  be  neglected. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  24,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  caused  a circular  letter  to  be  addressed  to 
each  Guardian  of  the  Union,  drawing  his  attention  to  the  statements  con- 
tained in  your  report  as  to  the  number  of  persons  applying  for  admission  into 
the  workhouse,  and  the  difficulty  experienced  in  carrying  out  the  system  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  from  the  neglect  of  the  Guardians  to  attend 
to  the  duties  of  their  office. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  if  the  Guardians,  notwithstanding  that 
circular,  still  neglect  their  duty,  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  consider 
their  responsibility  and  powers  under  the  18th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Extension  Act. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  29,  1847. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  this  Union 
yesterday. 

The  poor-house  still  continues  full,  and  is  incapable  of  containing  more.  To 
meet  the  pressure  of  able-bodied  applicants,  it  was  recommended  to  appoint  a 
Committee  of  five  Guardians,  and  empower  them  to  rent  a large  house  in  the 
town,  and  remove  the  lunatics  and  infirm  thereto,  under  proper  care. 

The  large  building  occupied  at  present  by  the  lunatics  being  adjacent  to  the 
fever  hospital,  can  then  be  made  available  for  further  hospital  accommodation, 
as  the  daily  increase  of  fever  and  dysentery  in  the  house  requires  much  more 
room  than  can  be  at  present  commanded. 

The  Committee  were  also  ordered  to  hire  another  house  for  the  able-bodied 
paupers,  in  order  to  diminish  the  applicants  for  out-door  relief.  A con- 
tract for  the  erection  of  two  more  sheds  has  been  entered  into.  Every  exertion 
is  being  made  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  placing  the  destitute  of  the  2nd  and 
3rd  sections  of  the  Act,  on  the  out-door  list. 

The  collection  of  the  rates  is  steadily  progressing ; 1030J.  was  lodged  in  the 
treasurer’s  hands  during  last  week. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  1,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  wrill  have  the  goodness  to  furnish  the  Com- 
missioners with  an  immediate  communication  as  to  whether  additional  work- 
house  accommodation  in  the  Union  can  be  procured,  about  which  it  appears 
that  there  should  not  be  any  further  delay. 
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I am  at  the  same  time  to  enclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  copies  of 
orders  extending  the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  giving  out-door 
relief;  and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  report  to  the  Commissioners,  as 
to  the  necessity  which  now  exists  for  the  issue  of  either  of  these  orders,  in  the 
Sligo  Union. 

The  Commissioners  conclude  that  all  the  persons  hitherto  relieved  in  the 
workhouse,  who  come  within  the  classes  specified  by  the  1st  section  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  have  been  discharged  and  relieved  out  of  the 
house,  with  a view  to  the  accommodation  being  exclusively  used  as  a test  of 
destitution  of  able-bodied  applicants  for  relief,  and  of  classes  not  coming  within 
those  provisions. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners  December  30,  1847. 

I beg  to  acquaint  you,  that  from  the  difficulty  opposed  to  the  enforcing 
of  the  collection  of  the  rates,  and  the  threats  held  out  to  all  who  assist  the 
collectors,  it  is  impossible  almost  to  procure  carts  at  any  price  to  remove  the 
corn  seized  from  the  defaulters. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I am  induced  to  apply  to  you  for  an  order  for 
six  artillery  or  commissariat  waggons  and  horses  from  Athlone,  it  being  the 
nearest  depot.  There  is  sufficient  room  in  the  Sligo  barracks  for  12  horses. 
The  resident  magistrate  coincides  with  me  in  the  belief,  that  were  such  a step 
adopted,  it  would  make  a salutary  example  of  the  refractory  rate-payers,  and 
be  a means  of  the  more  speedy  collection  of  the  outstanding  rates. 


The  Commissioners  to  Sir  W.  M.  Somerville,  Bart.,  M.P : — 

January  1,  1848. 

I am  directed  to  forward  to  you  herewith,  a copy  of  a report  which 
they  have  received  from.  Captain  Gilbert,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector 
of  Sligo  Union,  applying  for  the  use  of  some  artillery  waggons,  for  the  convey- 
ance of  goods  seized  by  collectors  of  poor-rate,  and  I am  to  request  that  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  submit  the  application  for  the  consideration  of  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Lord-Lieutenant. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners  -.—-January  5,  1848. 

I have  to  state  that  the  additional  workhouse  accommodation,  as  stated 
in  my  report  of  the  29th  ultimo,  has  been  procured.  A large  storehouse  on 
the  quay,  surrounded  by  a wall,  and  capable  of  containing  700  people,  has  been 
hired.  One-half  of  the  building  will  be  ready  for  occupation  on  the  7th 
instant,  and  the  remainder  in  about  a month. 

The  sheds  mentioned  in  my  preceding  report,  are  also  in  progress  of  erection. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-five  of  the  able-bodied  were  admitted  to  the  poor- 
house,  in  room  of  that  number  who  declined  entering  after  having  been  admitted 
last  day. 

Three  hundred  of  the  same  class  were  also  ordered  to  be  admitted ; and  the 
heads  of  families  were  sent  home  for  their  wives  and  children ; but,  as  on  other 
ocasions,  it  is  probable  they  will  decline  the  test. 

430Z.  rates  collected  was  lodged  with  the  treasurer  during  last  week. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners  -.—January  12,  1848. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  the  poor-house 
yesterday. 

Two  hundred  able-bodied  paupers  were  admitted,  and  100  more  were 
ordered  admittance,  and  sent  home  for  their  wives  and  children. 

The  additional  accommodation  intended  to  be  procured  by  the  Guardians 
has  not  been  yet  obtained,  as  the  owner  of  the  large  store  they  endeavoured  to 
rent,  is  at  present  in  England,  and  until  he  returns  there  must  be  some  delay  in- 
the  proceedings. 

There  are  at  present  1542  paupers  in  the  house,  344  of  whom  are  sick,  prin- 
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cipally  of  feyer  and  dysentery,  there  being  of  these  two  diseases  an  increase  of 
70  since  my  last  report:  31  deaths  occurred  during  the  past  week — one  of 
lever,  and  the  remainder  chiefly  from  dysentery.  This  unusual  spread  of 
disease  m the  house  was  reported  by  the  medical  officer  yesterday,  to  arise 
lrom  the  stagnant  and  offensive  state  of  the  sewers  and  cesspools  attached  to 
the  building,  and  the  want  of  a proper  supply  of  water. 

To  remedy  this  serious  evil,  I applied  some  time  back  to  the  Board  of  Works 
lor  a supply  of  tools  and  implements  from  their  store-house  here,  to  employ  the 
able-bodied  paupers  in  cleaning  the  sewers,  and  for  laying  down  pipes  for  the 
conveyance  of  water,  which  must  be  brought  a distance  of  a mile  and  a half. 
Up  to  this  time  the  tools  have  not  been  obtained,  as  there  was  some  delay  in 
the  pricing  of  the  articles ; but  I expect  in  a few  days  to  have  them,  and  to  set  a 
number  of  men  to  work,  with  the  double  advantage  of  employing  the  able- 
bodied,  and  improving  the  health  and  cleanliness  of  the  house. 

There  is  an  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  collection  of  the  rates-  1100? 
was  lodged  with  the  treasurer  last  week. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  14,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  drawn  the  attention  of  their  architect  and  of 
the  Board  of  Works,  to  that  portion  of  your  report,  which  relates  to  the 
sewerage  of  the  workhouse  and  the  supply  of  water  for  the  inmates. 

As  regards  the  number  of  persons  admitted  into  the  workhouse,  the  Com- 
missioners trust  that  care  will  be  taken  not  to  overcrowd  the  establishment,  as 
disastrous  results  have  invariably  followed  the  reception  of  a larger  number  of 
persons  into  the  workhouse  buildings  than  they  could  properly  contain. 

With  a view  of  enabling  the  Guardians  to  make  additional  room  for  the 
relief  of  able-bodied  applicants,  the  Commissioners  will  issue  an  order  autho- 
rizing  the  Guardians  to  afford  out-door  relief  to  widows  with  one  child,  and  to 
children  both  of  whose  parents  are  dead.  By  relieving  these  classes  and  the 
classes  coming  under  the  first  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act, 
out  of  the  workhouse,  much  accommodation  will  be  obtained. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners  January  19,  1848. 

I arrived  here  yesterday,  in  time  sufficient  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Guardians  for  this  Union  at  the  poorhouse. 

On  my  arrival  I found  the  election  for  the  situation  of  relieving  officer  for  the 
electoral  divisions  of  Ballintogker  and  Ballinakill,  had  terminated  in  favour  of 
*^0j  ^ ^orr^ssonJ  wh°  appears  a very  fit  person  in  my  opinion  for  the  appointment, 
and  fully  capable  of  performing  its  duties. 

The  Commissioners’  permission  to  place  the  second  class  of  the  destitute  on  out- 
door relief  is  not  easily  made  available,  as  the  option  of  relief  outside  has  been 
offered  to  the  orphans,  but  not  one  of  them  wished  to  leave,  as  they  had  no  friends 
to  take  them,  and  no  place  they  could  claim  as  a home ; the  Guardians,  therefore, 
did  not  wish  to  act  uncharitably  or  use  compulsion  in  this  case. 

For  the  present  demand  for  relief  by  the  able-bodied  there  is  adequate  room. 
All  of  that  class  who  applied  yesterday  were  admitted. 

The  house  mentioned  in  my  former  reports  the  Guardians  intended  hiring,  has 
been  refused  them.  The  Committee  appointed  to  rent  a large  house  succeeded  in 
obtaining  another  comparatively  commodious,  and  at  a much  cheaper  rate,  6 1.  per 
month  ; there  is  accommodation  for  about  100  able-bodied  paupers  besides  the 
lunatics  (40),  who  are  to  be  removed  thereto. 

The  present  idiot  wards  must  then  be  turned  into  fever  words,  as  the  fearful 
advance  of  disease  requires  much  more  hospital  accommodation  than  can  be 
afforded.  One  of  the  new  fever  sheds  is  completed,  and  will  be  occupied  so  soon 
as  the  walls  are  dried.  The  other  shed  will  be  finished  in  about  10  days,  which  I 
fear  will  also  be  required  for  hospital  accommodation. 

The  number  at  present  receiving  out-door  relief  is  7275,  which,  with  the 
numbers  in  the  house  and  sheds,  and  the  children  in  the  house  hired  for  them, 
makes  a total  of  about  9500  receiving  relief,  equal  to  one-twelfth  of  the  population 
of  the  Union. 


Sligo  Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Sligo  Union. 


24  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

Captain  Gilbert  to  Count  Strzelecki  ‘.-—January  20,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  a return  for  the  week  ended 
16th  January  instant,  of  the  issue  of  relief  to  the  juvenile  destitute  through  the 
medium  of  the  schools,  in  this  Union.  This  return  is  the  eighth  transmitted  to 
you  since  20th  November,  1847,  from  which  time  the  poor  children  have  been 
benefiting  by  the  benevolence  of  the  British  Relief  Association. 

The  numbers  have  gradually  increased  to  10,700  daily,  the  present  number, 
which  I think  will  he  the  maximum,  although  should  I see  absolute  necessity, 
I will  increase  the  numbers  according  to  your  kind  permission. 

There  have  been,  during  the  past  week,  64,470  rations  issued,  at  an  average 
expense  of  less  than  three  farthings.  Those  rations,  which  consist,  in  general,  of 
bread,  are  dearer  than  where  I am  enabled  to  give  soup,  and  where  the  cost  is 
little  more  than  one  farthing.  In  all  cases,  however,  a substantial  ration  is  given, 
whether  of  bread  composed  of  rye,  Indian  and  wheaten  meal,  or  good  meat  soup 
well  seasoned  and  thickened  with  meal  and  vegetables. 

I need  not  remark  on  the  material  benefits  this  system  of  relief  is  to  this  Union ; 
they  are  most  manifest  in  decreasing  the  clamour  and  demand  for  relief  amongst 
the  adult  and  able-bodied  of  the  destitute,  who  would,  were  not  this  aid  afforded 
them,  become  a burden  on  the  poor  house,  and  an  additional  taxation  to  the 
already  impoverished  rate-payers.  Many  of  the  paupers  have  left  the  workhouse, 
on  finding  their  children  would  be  supported  at  the  schools,  and  with  this  respon- 
sibility taken  away,  have  endeavoured  to  shift  for  themselves. 

Although  from  the  quantity  of  business  I have  to  transact  in  this  Union,  I can 
afford  but  a limited  part  of  my  time  to  this  important  point,  yet  every  exertion  in 
my  power  shall  be  given  to  further  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  British 
Association;  and  I trust,  that  what  has  been  already  effected,  will  meet  your 
approval. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  26,  1848. 

All  the  able-bodied  who  applied  for  relief  and  were  willing  to  enter 
the  poor-house  were  admitted  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  for 
this  Union  yesterday ; but  although  the  severest  destitution  prevails  amongst 
this  class,  in  some  districts,  still  there  is  a disinclination  to  enter  the  poor-house 
more  than  usually  manifest ; the  paupers  urging  as  their  objection,  the  dread  of 
fever , and  I regret  to  have  to  say,  with  some  justice,  for  the  diseased  state  of 
the  house  is  very  alarming.  In  my  opinion,  so  long  as  steps  are  not  taken  to 
remove  the  infection  of  an  hospital  from  the  premises,  the  workhouse  can 
never  be  safe  or  healthy.  I pointed  out  some  time  ago  the  benefit  that  would 
accrue  from  the  transmission  of  the  fever  and  dysentery  patients  to  the  old 
District  Temporary  Fever  Hospital,  now  occupied  by  the  children  of  the  poor- 
house  : this  arrangement  would  leave  the  children  still  in  the  poorhouse, 
afford  the  same  amount  of  accommodation,  besides  the  incalculable  benefit  of 
removing  contagion  from  the  remaining  inmates.  The  Guardians,  however, 
did  not  accede  to  it ; and  until  the  additional  fever  accommodation  now  in 
progress  is  completed,  no  sanitary  measures  can  be  adopted. 

The  large  store-house  hired  for  the  able-bodied,  will  be  ready  for  occupation 
in  a few  days. 

I have  to  inform  you,  with  regret,  that  the  depot  for  the  Tubbercurry  district 
was  broken  into  on  the  night  of  the  21st  instant,  and  7 1 cwt.  meal  taken  away. 
The  police  have  arrested  several  persons  on  suspicion;  one  of  them,  it  is 
probable,  will  turn  evidence  against  the  remainder,  and  I hope  that  the  punish- 
ment inflicted  on  them  will  prevent  such  disgraceful  outrages  for  the  future. 

I have  to  state,  in  conclusion,  that  my  strenuous  exertions  to  enforce  the 
collection  of  the  rates  have  been  more  successful,  and  the  dismissal  of  the  col- 
lector, Jackson,  by  the  Commissioners,  has  been  a salutary  example  to  the 
remainder.  1,142/.  were  lodged  with  the  Treasurer  last  week. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  31,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  know  your  own  opinion  as  to  whether 
there  is  material  danger  of  infection  from  fever  to  destitute  persons,  who  may 
receive  relief  in  the  Sligo  Union  workhouse  at  the  present  time. 
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If  this  be  so,  the  Commissioners  would  suggest  that  you  should  make  a formal  Slig°  ^ion- 

application  to  them  for  an  order,  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied 
men,  as  the  Commissioners  deem  it  unjust  that  destitute  persons  seeking  relief 
should  be  compelled,  as  a condition  of  such  relief,  to  run  any  peculiar  risk  of 
.losing  their  lives  from  fever. 

The  Commissioners  entirely  approve  of  not  receiving  fever  patients  into  the 
workhouse,  in  the  present  state  of  the  Union ; and  if  the  Guardians  persist  in 
refusing  to  obtain  accommodation  for  them  elsewhere,  under  the  16th  section  of 
the  Irish  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  the  Commissioners  cannot  think  that  the 
Board  of  Guardians  are  performing  their  duties  effectually. 

The  Commissioners  desire  you  to  bring  the  whole  subject  pointedly  under 
the  notice  of  the  Guardians,  at  their  meeting  to-morrow. 

The, Commissioners  have  great  satisfaction  in  learning,  that  there  is  an  im- 
provement in  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  Sligo  Union. 


E 
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Donegal  Union 


DONEGAL  UNION.  " 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  29,  1847. 

I havjb  the  honour  to  make  my  first  Report  of  the  Union  of  Donegal, 
■which  you  have  placed  under  my  inspection. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  Saturday,  the  27th,  no  able- 
bodied  person  presented  himself  for  relief,  but  several  cases  of  fever  were 
admitted  to  the  temporary  fever  sheds. 

The  Union  house,  arranged  for  the  reception  of  500  inmates,  has  now 
vacancies  for  2 75. 

The  Board  of  Guardians,  being  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  of  the  poor-rate, 
struck  in  April  last,  being  completed  in  collection  before  any  fresh  rate  be 
attempted  to  be  made,  has  specially  summoned  the  attendance  of  all  the  col- 
lectors on  Friday  next. 

A full  attendance  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  has  also  been  especially  required 
on  Saturday  next,  the  usual  day  of  meeting,  to  consider  whether  the  time  has 
not  arrived,  in  which  the  several  relieving  officers  (already  appointed  and 
“ approved  of”)  should  be  ordered  to  commence  their  duties  in  their  respec- 
tive electoral  divisions. 

I am  anxious  to  see  these  arrangements  commenced,  and  systematically 
carried  out,  in  order  that,  being  forewarned,  the  Union  may  be  fore-armed  to 
meet  any  pressure  that  may  arise,  as  the  severer  part  of  the  winter  approaches. 

I am  much  gratified  in  not  having  yet  witnessed  any  immediate  symptoms  of 
distress. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  2,  1847. 

With  reference  to  your  remarks  respecting  the  collection  of  the  poor- 
rate,  I am  to  state,  that  you  are  doubtless  aware  that  it  can  be  collected  at  the 
present  season  more  readily  than  at  any  other  period  of  the  year,  and  that 
you  are,  therefore,  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  having  the  old  rate  closed, 
and  a new  one  placed  in  course  of  collection  with  the  least  avoidable  delay. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  6,  1847. 

I do  myself  the.  honour  to  furnish,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  my  weekly  report  of  the  Union  of  Donegal. 

In  my  inspection  of  the  Union  workhouse,  I have  had  every  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  its  cleanliness,  with  the  propriety  of  everything  being  in  its 
allotted  place,  and  with  its  general  internal  economy. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  has  not  yet  granted  any  out-door  relief. 

Two  able-bodied  men,  applicants  for  relief,  were  admitted,  as  also  other  appli- 
cants strictly  under  classes  l,  2,  and  3,  which  still  leaves  188  vacancies. 

Three  of  the  four  collectors  of  the  poor-rates  having  attended  with  their 
accounts,  which  were  not  deemed  satisfactory,  proper  measures  have  been 
adopted  to  inflict  the  fine  of  5 1.  upon  them ; the  fourth  was  reported  to  be  ill. 

One  of  these  collectors,  with  a small  arrear,  stated  to  be  in  his  possession 
importuned  very  earnestly  for  a yet  longer  time,  28  days,  to  produce  his  money ; 
I granted  him  but  24  hours,  and  as  he  had  neglected  to  keep  his  appointment 
is  one  of  the  three  under  summons. 

But  I confidently  expect  the  arrears  of  the  old  rate  will  be  early  forthcoming, 
particularly  as  the  Board  of  Guardians,  seem  cordially  disposed  to  support  me, 
by  a firm  line  of  conduct  and  a determination  to  enforce  a rigid  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  several  collectors. 

The  Commissioners  may  be  assured,  I do  not  undervalue  the  importance  of 
another  rate  being  struck  with  the  least  avoidable  delay;  for  though  the 
markets  produce  large  quantities  of  cereal  food,  and  a good  supply  of  fish  is 
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still  caught,  fresh  herrings  being  sold  at  8.?.  per  thousand,  there  yet  remains  the  Donegal  Union, 
fact  of  not  one  pound  of  potatoes  being  exposed  for  sale.  — 

Hence  it  is  incumbent  lor  all  our  energies  to  be  directed  to  the  collection  of 
the  rates,  to  be  lore-armed. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners: — December  13,  1847. 

Since  I had  the  honour  of  making  my  last  weekly  communication,  I 
have  inspected  some  of  the  townlands  which  are  in  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Mount  Charles,  Cloglier,  and  Laghy;  in  the  two  latter  employment  bein°- 
found  for  the  peasantry,  there  were  no  symptoms  of  destitution  ; but  in  .Mount 
Charles  there  were  all  the  symbols  of  approaching  want  not  to  be  misunder- 
stood ; all  there  seemed,  to  be  in  search  of  employment,  and  with  the  exception 
ol  young  females  from  9 to  15  years  of  age,  who  were  taught  in  various  indus- 
trial schools  to  supply  needlework  for  small  pecuniary  emolument,  I may  state, 
from  appearances  and  inquiry,  the  search  by  able-bodied  men  lor  employment 
had  been  fruitless. 

^ On  the  affairs  of  these  industrial  schools  I am  in  communication  with  Count 
Strzelecki,  the  agent  to  the  British  Relief  Association. 

At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  Saturday,  measures 
were  instructed  to  be  taken  to  summon  the  collectors  of  the  poor-rates  for  a 
breach  of  the  instructions,  under  Sections  100  and  102,  with  the  view  to  levy 
the  fines  therein  specified.  Without  some  such  stringent  measures  to  enforce  on 
the  part  of  the  collectors,  the  correct  discharge  of  the  duties  they  have  volun- 
tarily undertaken  to  perform,  the  legal  provision  of  the  poor  will  become 
inoperative ; the  delays  of  the  law,  however,  will  for  a time  postpone  the  cor- 
rection to  be  applied  to  the  neglect  of  these  duties,  but  the  Commissioners 
may  feel  assured  no  endeavours  will,  on  my  part,  be  withheld  to  stimulate  and 
exhort  the  collectors  to  collect  the  poor-rates. 

So  large  an  arrear  as  nearly  1200/.,  uncollected  from  a rate  struck  in  April 
last,  has  left  the  proceedings  of  the  collectors  without  the  smallest  shadow  of 
excuse. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  gratified  to  learn  that  only  one  able-bodied 
pauper  presented  himself  for  relief j and  was  admitted  into  the  Union  house ; a 
few  cases  of  women  and  children  were  also  admitted,  leaving  still  167 
vacancies. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  have  not  yet  administered  any  out-door  relief,  and 
as  the  resident  proprietors  are  fully  alive  to  the  advantages  of  reproductive 
labour  being  afforded  to  the  peasantry,  instead  of  unproductive  idleness  in  a 
workhouse,  I entertain  sanguine  hopes  that  the  workhouse  will  not  be  filled 
for  some  time. 

If  there  were  required  any  fresh  proofs  of  the  benefit  which  arises  to  landed 
proprietors  from  the  improved  cultivation  of  the  soil,  I beg  to  report  that  Mr. 
Hamilton,  a resident  proprietor  in  the  vicinity  of  Donegal,  drained  and  sub- 
soiled in  the  spring,  a few  acres  of  ground  considered  as  of  little  value,  at  a cost 
of  fifteen  pounds  per  acre,  including  seed ; and  having  sown  these  acres  in  April 
last  with  Swede  turnips,  he  is  now  realizing  in  December,  no  less  a sum  than 
28/.  15.?.  for  every  acre  thus  sown. 

From  the  experience  gained  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for 
me  here  to  state  that  he  is  now  draining  very  largely  with  advances  of  money 
furnished  by  the  Crown. 

I have  unbounded  satisfaction  in  being  enabled  to  report  that  the  conduct  of 
the  whole  population  continues  as  heretofore,  peaceable  and  orderly. 


Captain  Herbert  to  The  Commissioners  : — December  20,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  administering  the  Laws  lor  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  that 
owing  to  the  employment  found  for  the  population  generally  in  the  Union, 
(except  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Inver  and  Mount  Charles,)  three  able- 
bodied  men  only  became  applicants  for  relief  during  the  week,  and  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  poor-house. 

E 2 
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A few  additional  cases  of  women  and  children  were  also  admitted,  leaving 
still  119  vacancies. 

No  out-door  relief  has  yet  been  granted. 

Being  fully  sensible  of  the  expediency  of  a new  rate  being  made  with  the 
least  avoidable  delay,  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  been  specially  summoned 
to  attend  on  Thursday  next,  the  23rd  instant,  with  a view  to  strike  a rate  of  3s. 
in  the  pound  throughout  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  may  be  assured  every  available  means  will  be  taken  to 
place  the  new  rate  in  an  accelerated  course  of  collection. 

Under  these  assurances,  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  considered  that  the 
relieving  officers  might  blend,  with  great  advantage  to  the  Union,  their  present 
services  with  those  of  collecting  the  poor-rates  ; and  that  such  an  admixture  of 
duties,  with  a small  poundage  for  collection,  would  operate  as  a stimulus  to 
the  relieving  officers,  and  prove  economical  to  the  Union. 

A communication  to  this  effect  will  be  submitted  to  you  by  the  Chairman, 
and  as  I have  every  reason  to  consider  it  will  answer  and  work  well  in  this 
Union,  I have  to  record  my  approval  of  the  measure. 

The  weekly  markets  have  been  well  attended  with  cereal  food,  with  a large 
supply  of  turnips  and  cabbages. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  27,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  proposal  to  cause  the  relieving  officers  to  act  as 
collectors  of  poor-rate,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  think  that  the  two 
offices  ought  not  to  be  united,  as  each  requires  the  whole  time  of  an  active 
individual. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  26,  1847. 

Having  still  118  vacancies,  no  out-door  relief  has  yet  commenced. 
During  the  week,  one  able-bodied  person  had  been  admitted. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  were  specially  summoned  for  the  23rd,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  necessity  of  striking  a new  rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound, 
throughout  the  Union,  adopting  for  their  proceedings  the  “ substance  of 
“ instructions  ” from  the  Treasury,  forwarded  in  a circular,  bearing  date  the 
16th  September,  1847. 

With  every  disposition  to  have  a uniform  rate  of  3s.  struck,  it  was  repre- 
sented in  forcible  terms,  that  such  a rate  would  operate  injuriously  on  any 
electoral  division  which  had  supported  its  own  poor  -without  having  received 
any  advances  from  the  late  Relief  Commission,  and  the  meeting  was  adjourned 
for  further  deliberation,  till  the  30th  instant. 

It  is  gratifying  to  state  that,  employment  being  generally  afforded  to  able- 
bodied  persons,  except  at  the  electoral  division  of  Inver  and  Mount  Charles, 
destitution  is  comparatively  kept  at  bay. 

At  the  weekly  market  a large  supply  of  cereal  food  exchanged  ownership, 
as  well  as  an  abundance  of  turnips  and  cabbages. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  Guardians: — December  28,  1847. 

I am  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Donegal 
Union,  that  they  have  received  a report  from  their  Inspector,  Captain  Herbert, 
in  which  he  states  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  was  specially  summoned  for  the 
23rd  instant,  to  take  into  consideration  the  necessity  of  striking  a uniform  rate 
of  3s.  in  the  pound,  adopting  for  these  proceedings  the  substance  of  instructions 
from  the  Treasury,  in  a circular  of  the  16th  September  last,  and  that  it'  was 
represented  that  such  a rate  would  operate  injuriously  on  any  electoral  division 
which  had  supported  its  own  poor,  without  having  received  any  advances  from 
the  late  Relief  Commissioners,  and  that  the  consideration  of  the  subject  was. 
adjourned  to  the  30th  instant. 

• In  reference  to  this  report,  I am  to  state  that  the  instructions  from  the 
Treasury  had  reference  only  to  electoral  divisions  from  which  sums  were  due 
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on  account  of  advances  undei*  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  and  accordingly,  in 
deciding  on  the  amount  of  rate  to  be  levied  in  the  several  divisions,  the 
Guardians  will  only  be  required  to  levy  such  an  amount  of  rate  as  would  suffice 
for  the  ordinary  expenditure  under  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts  in  those  divisions 
from  which  no  sums  are  due  to  the  Relief  Commissioners,  but  in  the  cases  of 
divisions  which  owe  any  sums  to  the  Relief  Commissioners  a rate  of  not  less 
than  3s.  in  the  pound  will  be  required,  if  the  sum  requisite  for  ordinary  ex- 
penditure, together  with  the  sum  due  to  the  Relief  Commissioners,  would 
equal  or  exceed  3s.  in  the  pound. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the 
Guardians,  a schedule  showing  the  amount  of  the  loan  to  be  repaid  by  each 
electoral  division. 


Enclosure. 


Poundage  Rates,  made _______  1847. 


Name  of  Electoral  Division. 

Amount  or  Loan 
to  be  Repaid. 

Rate  which 
would  suffice  for 
Repayment  of 
Advances. 

£.  s.  d. 

Donegal  ..... 

614  0 0 

O 2 0i 

Clogher 

279  0 0 

0 2 10* 

Dunkineely  .... 

457  3 10 

0 2 3 

Gleneny 

117  0 0 

0 1 s 

Inver 

395  0 0 

0 2 10* 

Laghy 

Lough  Derg  .... 

55  19  6 

0 0 5 

Lough  Eask  . . . 

210  0 0 

0 2 10* 

Mount  Charles 

654  0 0 

0 2 10* 

Taureanilly  .... 
Templecarn  .... 
"Union 

74  0 0 

0 2 10* 

28  8 11 

2,884  12  3 

Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  3,  1848. 

The  Board  of  Guardians,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  unanimously  struck  a rate 
of  3s.  in  the  pound  throughout  the  Union,  excepting  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Loghy  and  Lough  Derg,  on  which  a rate  of  Is.  6d.  was  struck,  being  sufficient 
to  meet  their  proportion  of  probable  expenses  for  the  current  year.  The 
Guardians  have  likewise  given  directions  for  the  rate  to  be  accelerated  in  its 
collection  by  every  available  means,  and  will  advertize  for  other  collectors. 

Legal  measures  have  been  taken  against  the  present  collectors,  for  wilful 
disobedience  of  orders,  in  not  appearing  every  week  to  have  their  accounts 
audited. 

Eighty  of  a number  of  defaulters  of  the  poor  rates  were  summoned  at  the 
petty  sessions,  at  Balintra,  last  week ; 30  of  them  paid  their  rates  before  the 
day,  25  on  the  very  morning  of  the  sessions,  and  five  paid  actually  in  Court, 
leaving  but  20  to  be  proceeded  against. 

In  the  face  of  such  facilities  to  procure  the  poor  rates  the  conduct  of  the 
several  collectors  appears  the  more  reprehensible. 

The  Union  poor-house  having  still  many  vacancies  no  out-door  relief  has 
yet  commenced. 

The  markets  still  continue  to  be  w'ell  supplied  with  grain. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  8,  1848. 

In  my  last  report  I mentioned  a rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound  had  been  struck 
throughout  the  Union,  except  on  Laghyr  and  on  Lough  Derg,  whereon  a rate  of 
Is.  6a.  in  the  pound  had  been  considered  sufficient. 

For  Lough  Derg,  it  should  be  the  Electoral  Division  of  Templecarn,  and  I beg 
the  favour  to  allow  the  correction  to  be  made. 

The  clerk  of  the  Union  reports  that,  at  the  petty  sessions  held  at  Donegal  on 


Donegal  Union. 
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tlie  5tli  instant,  the  under-mentioned  collectors  of  poor-rates  were  lined  the 
several  sums  as  noted  against  their  names,  for  disobedience  of  the  orders  of  the 
Board  of  Guardiaus,  viz. : — 

Mr.  Hoey,  20.s. 

Mr.  Michael  Griffin,  20s. 

Mr.  Thomas  Reed,  20s. 

Mr.  M'Laughlin,  Is. 

These  measures  will,  I trust,  tend  to  convince  the  collectors  of  the  error  of  their 
conduct,  and  satisfy  -them,  the  law  is  powerful  enough  to  meet  their  case. 

At  the  weekly  market  there  was  a large  supply  of  cereal  food,  with  an 
abundance  of  excellent  Swedish  turnips,  and  also  cabbages. 

The  Union  workhouse  having  still  many  vacancies,  no  out-door  relief  has  been 
granted. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners: — January  15,  1848. 

I do  myself  the  honour  to  state,  that  being  enabled  to  attend  the  ordinary 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  I was  much  pleased  to  find  the  Union 
workhouse  had  still  126  vacancies. 

Much  destitution  is  stated  by  the  relieving  officers  to  prevail  in  the  electoral 
divisions  of  Inver  and  of  Mountcharles,-  but  still  the  destitute  refrain  from 
seeking  admission  to  the  workhouse,  and  struggle  on  to  hold  their  little  plots  of 
land. 

The  Board  of  Guardians,  fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  keeping  the 
workhouse  as  the  test  of  destitution,  have  been  seeking  to  hire  premises  for  the 
children  at  present  in  the  house,  but  hitherto  without  success.  The  next  con- 
sideration will  be,  therefore,  for  Classes  1,  2,  and  3. 

The  medical  officer  of  the  Union  having  reported  many  cases  of  diarrhoea 
of  a severe  type  among  the  inmates,  the  Board  of  Guardians  very  humanely 
ordered  rice  to  be  mixed  with  the  daily  food. 

Diarrhoea  and  influenza  are  at  present  very  prevalent  throughout  the  Union. 

The  weekly  markets  continue  to  be  well  supplied  with  grain,  with  excellent 
Swedish  turnips,  and  with  .cabbages. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  17,  1848. 

I do  myself  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  return  of  the  schools  in 
the  Union  of  Donegal,  for  the  information  of  Count  Strzelecki,  the  Agent  at 
Dublin  for  the  British  Relief  Association. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  are  making  every  exertion  in  carrying  out  the 
operation  of  the  Poor  Law;  and  I do  certify  that  any  assistance  afforded  to 
the  school  children  will  tend  greatly  to  ameliorate  the  destitution  now  spread- 
ing in  many  of  the  electoral  divisions. 

Enclosure. 

Donegal  Union. — Return  of  the  Names  of  the  Schools  in  the  Union  of  Donegal/ arranged 
in  Electoral  Divisions,  Candidates  for  the  Receipt  of  the  Bounty  of  the  British  Relief 
Association,  with  the  Number  of  Scholars  at  present  in  the  several  School-rooms,  and  the 
Number  the  Schools  can  accommodate. 


Scholars  at 
present. 

commodate.' 

1.  Moor  School  .... 

50 

2.  Drumnolagher  .... 

30 

50 

3.  Drumahoul 

45 

90 

4.  Ballydevitt  (lower) . 

60 

Donegal  Electoral  Division  .... 

5.  Ballvdevitt  (upper) 

70 

100 

6.  lull) brook 

40 

65 

7.  Donegal  (male)  . . 

70 

120  ‘ 

S.  Donegal  (female)  . 

70 

120 

9.  Haugh 

50 

Lough  Eask  Electoral  Division 

10.  Lough  Eask  .... 

Tawnhawully  Electoral  Division 

11.  TawnhawullY  .... 

60 

Gleneny  Electoral  Division 

12.  Disart 

34 

56 
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— 

— 

Scholars  at 

Can  Ac- 

present. 

commodate. 

13.  Lagbv  . 

30 

30 

14.  Truman 

65 

70 

15.  Ballvnakillew  . 

30 

100 

16.  Shannagh  . 

58 

SO 

1<.  Brown  hail  . 

30 

50 

Laghy  Electoral  Division ( 

18.  Aghadowney 

19.  Ballintra  (male) 

30 

65 

60 

SO 

‘ 20.  Ballintra  (female) 

30 

SO 

21.  Ballintra  (female) 

56 

80 

22.  Drumchory 

45 

70 

23.  Murvagh  . . 

20 

50 

24.  Golard  . . . 

60 

190 

25.  Killaghtee  . 

48 

60 

26.  Baliyederlan 

33 

60 

27.  Dunkineely  (1.) 

45 

SO 

Duuldneelv  Electoral  Division  . . . < 

28.  Dunkineely  (2.) 

29.  Lisavadtlv  . 

80 

20 

150 

20 

30.  Casheltown 

60 

100 

31.  B ruckless  . 

45 

70 

32.  Corkerbeir  . 

80 

150 

1 33.  Gortaward  . 

12 

30 

j 34.  Dnimbeagh  (1.) 

40 

GO 

| 35.  Tullyvoose  . 

12 

60 

1 36.  Munternuse 

15 

GO 

Mount  Charles  Electoral  Division  . . . ' 

[ 37.  Glencoagh  . 

. 

50 

GO 

38.  Doorin  . 

60 

80 

39.  Drimcoe 

56 

100 

40.  Mount  Charles  . 

70 

100 

41.  Drambaran 

48 

100 

42.  Drumbeagh  (2.) 

2S 

40 

43.  Inver  . . 

50 

50 

44.  Brenter 

12 

30 

45.  Ballvmacahill  . 

56 

66 

Inver  Electoral  Division  . . . . 

46.  Drumfin 

3 

30 

47.  Keeloges 

48 

58 

4S.  Drumrainy 

40 

50 

49.  Drimduff  . 

40 

80 

50.  Carraduffy  . 

59 

70 

51.  Birchill 

52 

52 

8 .... 

52.  Druminin  • 

30 

80 

•53.  Clarcam 

40 

70 

54.  Leghawney 

40 

90 

Total 

2,420 

3,987 

ABSTRACT. 


Donegal  Electoral  Division  .... 

9 Schools 

795 

Lough  Eask  Electoral  Division 

1 School 

60 

Tawnhawullv  Electoral  Divisioii 

1 School 

60 

100 

Glenenv  Electoral  Division  .... 

Laghy  Electoral  Division 

12  Schools 

529 

850 

Dunkineely  Electoral  Division  .... 

8 Schools 

391 

670 

Mount  Charles  Electoral  Division  . 

10  Schools 

391 

Inver  Electoral  Division 

8 Schools 

308 

Clogher  Electoral  Division 

4 Schools 

162 

292 

Totals 

54 

2,420 

3,987 

George  P.  Herbert,  Commander  R.  N., 

Donegal , January  18,  1S4S.  Inspector  of  Poor  Laws  for  the  Union  of  Donegal. 


Captain  Herbert  to  tlie  Commissioners: — January  22.  1848. 

I Have  the  honour  to  state  that  other  collectors  for  the  poor  rate  having 
offered  themselves  in  pursuance  of  public  notice,  at  poundage  rates,  varying, 
from  6d.  to  9(1,  their  names  will  be  shortly  transmitted  to  the  Commissioners 
for  approval. 

I am  much  gratified  in  being  enabled  to  report  the  Board  of  Guardians 
have  been  unanimous  in  requiring  the  collectors  for  the  new  rate  recently- 
struck,  to  find  bonds  and  solvent  securities,  that  the  rate  be  collected  by  the 
1st  of  May. 
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Donegal  Union.  The  former  collectors  have  been  called  upon  to  close  their  books  by  the  27th 
instant,  and  to  present  them  to  the  Board  on  that  day,  with  the  view  of  having 
the  arrears,  small  I believe  in  amount,  entered  on  the  new  rate  books. 

I avail  myself  of  the  occasion  of  a fair  attendance  of  the  Guardians  to  impress 
upon  their  minds  the  necessity  of  setting  a good  example,  individually,  of  an 
early  payment  of  their  rates  ; and  to  the  chairman  as  a magistrate  of  influence, 

I ventured  to  appeal  for  his  good  example  in  particular. 

The  laudable  conduct  of  many  of  the  resident  gentry,  of  finding  reproductive 
labour  for  the  able-bodied  persons,  rather  than  permit  them  to  have  recourse  to 
the  workhouse,  is  highly  to  be  commended,  and  has  materially  benefitted  the 
Union.  These  advantages  would  yet  extend  to  a wider  sphere  if  Mr.  Brook  of 
Lough  Eask,  the  diligent  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  could  receive 
his  first  instalment  under  the  “ Land  Improvement  Act,”  the  requisite  papers, 
as  represented  to  me,  having  been  lodged  in  office  some  time  back. 

A refractory  disposition  having  manifested  itself  among  the  able-bodied  men ' 
in  the  workhouse,  on  being  called  to  their  work  on  Thursday  morning  last,  the 
master  very  properly  selected  one  of  the  most  prominent,  and  confined  him  in 
the  refractory  ward.  This  had  the  immediate  effect  of  restoring  order,  by  the 
people  resuming  their  labour. 

It  is  not  requisite  for  me  to  enlarge  upon  the  absolute  necessity  of  dis- 
orderly or  refractory  symptoms  being  checked  in  its  earliest  bud ; and  as  this 
has  been  the  first,  I trust  the  firmness  displayed  by  the  master  on  this  occasion 
may  prevent  a recurrence. 

The  Guardians  continue  their  exertions  to  find  a house  suitable  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  children,  that  increased  room  may  thereby  be  afforded,  and  the  test 
of  the  workhouse  be  invariably  used  for  applicants  claiming  relief.  At  present 
we  have  vacancies  for  107  in  the  house. 

The  weekly  markets  continues  to  be  fairly  supplied  with  grain  and  with 
excellent  Swedish  turnips. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  25,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  forward  to  the  Board  of 
Works  an  extract  from  your  report  in  regard  to  Mr.  Brook’s  application  under 
the  Land  Improvement  Act. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners  -.—January  29,  1848. 

Various  difficulties  having  occurred  in  procuring  out-door  accommoda- 
tion for  the  children  at  present  in  the  Union  workhouse,  the  experienced  eye 
of  Mr.  Otway,  who  was  present  at  the  last  Board-day  of  the  Guardians,  recom- 
mended some  of  the  under  rooms  at  the  workhouse  might  be  converted  into 
rooms  for  the  children ; and,  accordingly,  a Sub-Committee  of  the  Guardians 
are  progressing  in  the  necessary  arrangements. 

The  severity  of  the  weather  has  brought  into  the  workhouse  a few  more 
destitute,  but  not  many  able-bodied  persons ; the  vacancies  have  now  dwindled 
down  to  83. 

Four  or  five  cases  of  sickness  have  occasioned  temporary  out-door  relief  to 
be  granted  for  the  first  time. 

The  new  rate-books  are  ready  for  the  entry  of  the  arrears  of  the  old  rate,  and 
measures  have  been  adopted  to  procure  the  old  books  from  the  collectors. 

The  weekly  market  had  a very  thin  display  of  anything,  to  be  attributed 
rather  to  the  severity  of  the  weather,  and  the  depth, of  snow  on  the  roads,  than 
to  any  other  cause. 


Reply  to  the  above: — February  2,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  statement  that  it  is  proposed  to  convert  some  of 
the  under  rooms  of  the  workhouse  into  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  chil- 
dren, I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  state  precisely  what  rooms 
it  is  intended  to  convert  into  rooms  for  the  children,  how  they  are  intended  to 
be  occupied,  whether  as  day  rooms  or  dormitories,  and  what  additional  accom- 
modation is  expected  to  be  gained  by  the  arrangement. 
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The  Board  of  Works  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  31,  1S48. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  calling  attention  to  an 
extract  from  report  of  Captain  Herbert  (which  you  annex),  respecting  the 
application  of  Mr.  Brooke,  of  Lough  Eske,  for  a loan  under  the  Land  Improve- 
ment Act,  I am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  an  order  has  been  made  for  a loan 
of  1000/.  to  Mr.  Brooke,  and  only  awaits  the  receipt  of  the  bond  for  the  due 
application  of  the  loan,  previous  to  issuing  the  certificate  for  the  first  instalment 
of  the  loan. 


F 


Donegal  Onion. 
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B.llyshannon  BALLYSHANNON  UNION. 

Union. 

Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  2,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  Guardians  of  this 
Union  at  their  ordinary  meeting,  held  on  the  27th  ultimo,  and  also  at  a special 
meeting  which  was  held  on  the  1st  instant. 

Upon  the  27th  ultimo, , according  to  advertisement  to  that  effect,  five 
Relieving  Officers  were  elected ; a proposition  was  made  by  one  of  the 
Guardians  that  they  should  not  enter  upon  the  duties,  nor  be  put  under  pay, 
till  a future  period ; but  this  I negatived,  stating  that  it  was  alone  on  the  con- 
dition that  they,  at  once,  enter  on  their  duties,  that  the  Commissioners  had 
consented  to  the  change  of  districts,  as  recommended  by  the  Guardians,  and 
also  to  the  reduction  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  salaries. 

I laid  before  the  Guardians  the  estimate  for  the  support  of  the  fever  hos- 
pital, whereupon  they  ordered  a cheque  for  30/.  to  be  drawn  in  favour  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  Relief  Committee  on  account,  and  that  the  payment  of  the 
balance  should  be  deferred  till  Wednesday  the  1st  instant,  when  the  accounts 
could  be  examined  more  minutely,  and  if  a greater  sum  appeared  due,  pay- 
ment should  be  made. 

Yesterday,  the  1st  instant,  a special  meeting  of  the  Guardians  was  held,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  inquiry  and  investigation  as  to  the  solvency  of  the 
persons  who  had  been  named  and  proposed,  as  securities  for  the  Relieving 
Officers;  and  after  a scrutiny  of  each,  those  offered  by  Mr.  Michael  Daly  were 
objected  to  as  quite  insufficient,  and  consequently  repudiated  by  the  Board, 
and  the  Clerk  was  directed  to  inform  Mr.  Daly  that  he  must  procure  others  to 
present  for  their  approval,  at  their  ordinary  meeting  to  be  held  upon  the  4th 
instant. 

The  Finance  Committee  having  audited  and  passed  the  accounts  of  the 
temporary  fever  hospital,  and  forwarded  them  to  the  Guardians,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  balance  appearing  due  after  the  payment  of  30/.  already  made,  should 
be  supplied,  and  also  the  funds  necessary  for  its  future  support. 

I find  there  are  at  present  in  the  workhouse  many  married  females  with 
families,  whose  husbands  are  in  England  or  Scotland,  and  some  actually 
employed  in  this  country,  whilst  their  families  are  being  supported  by  means 
of  rates.  This  latter  class  can  be  proceeded  against  under  the  Vagrant  Act,  but 
the  former  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  find,  migrating  as  they  do,  in 
search  of  employment.  . The  Guardians  have  been  considering  the  propriety  of ' 
discharging  these  families  altogether,  and  I request  information  whether  this 
course  may  be  permitted. 

. There  is  another  point  on  which  I have  some  difficulty,  which  is,  the  admis- 
sion to  the  workhouse  of  persons  having  no  fixed  residence  within  the  Union 
or  who  may  have  lately  come  to  reside  within  it.  The  Guardians  invariably 
refuse  to  admit  such  persons  on  the  ground  that  this  is  not,  or  may  not  be 
' strictly  speaking,  the  Union  to  which  they  belong,  and  yet  some'  whom  I have 
seen  refused  under  these  circumstances  were  evidently  in  abject  distress ; and  I 
must  confess,  it  appears  to  me  a hardship  that  a man  is  liable  to  a prosecution 
for  begging,  and  yet  be  refused  the  means  of  obviating  the  necessity  to  do  so. 

Throughout  the  country  generally,  the  people  present  the  most  wretchedly, 
squalid  appearance,  and  it  is  evident  that  those  who  are  endeavouring  to 
support  themselves  at  home  are  not  half  fed  ; a great  number  are  at  present 
living  on  turnips,  and  as  that  description  of  crop  is  fast  disappearing  in  the 
country,  I apprehend  in  a month  or  two  lienee,  very  general  and  severe  distress' 
Dysentery  is  very  prevalent  in  the  workhouse,  and  on  the  increase,  and  I think 
it  is  m some  degree  attributable  to  the  want  of  shoes  and  stockings,  the  yards 
not  having  been  stoned,  or  any  means  provided  to  carry  off  surface  water  ; the 
damp  of  course  adds  to  the  evil. 

Many  of  the  able  paupers  that  I had  put  to  break  stones,  for  the  purpose  of 
laymg  over  and  improving  the  yards,  have  been  taken  into  the  infirmary,  in 
consequence  of  dysentery.  The  doctor  is  of  opinion  that  the  dietary  requires 
to  be  changed,  and  he  also  thinks  the  want  of  covering  for  the  feet  has  increased 
the  tendency  to  this  disorder. 
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I have  again  to  report  the  very  wretched  state  of  the  sewerage  connected  Baiiyshannon 
with  the  workhouse  and  yards.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  anything  more  Union, 
filthy  or  obnoxious  than  the  female  side  of  the  house  from  this  cause — the 
sewers  empty  themselves  into  a sort  of  cesspool,  immediately  outside  the  yard 
wall,  and  as  there  is  no  means  of  this  discharging  itself,  the  effluvia  arisin0* 
from  it  is  most  offensive,  and  must  be  calculated  to  engender  disease. 


Reply  to  the  above  December  3,  1847. 

In  reference  to  your  request  for  information,  as  to  whether  the 
Guardians  may  be  permitted  to  discharge  from  the  workhouse,  the  families  of 
men  who  are  in  England  or  Scotland  seeking  employment,  or  who  are  in  em- 
ployment in  this  country,  I am  to  state  that  if  the  parties  are  destitute,  the 
Commissioners  think  that  the  Guardians  would  not  be  justified  in  discharging 
them  from  the  workhouse,  but  the  Commissioners  think  that  the  relief  given 
in  all  such  cases  should  be  by  way  of  loan ; at  the  same  time,  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  discover  the  husbands,  and,  wherever  practicable,  proceed- 
ings should  be  taken  against  them  under  the  10  and  11  Vic.,  c.  84. 

As  regards  the  refusal  of  the  Guardians  to  admit  applicants  for  relief,  on  the 
ground  that  they  do  not  belong  to  the  Union,  although  such  applicants  are  in  a 
state  of  abject  distress,  I am  to  state  that  the  Guardians  are  by  no  means  justified 
in  refusing  relief  on  such  a ground.  The  Union  in  which  a person  is  found 
destitute  is  the  Union  in  which  relief  ought  to  be  administered ; and  the  Com- 
missioners think  that  the  provisions  of  the  Vagrant  Act  to  which  you  refer,  are 
founded  upon  this  supposition. 

The  Commissioners  will  again  communicate  with  the  architect  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  sewerage  5 they  rely,  however,  upon  your  urging  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  in  their  power  in  regard  to  this  and  the 
several  other  matters  adverted  to  in  your  report,  and  especially  to  press  upon 
them  the  importance  of  being  guided  by  the  advice  of  the  medical  officer  in  pro- 
viding whatever  may  be  necessary  to  maintain  the  workhouse  inmates  in  a 
healthy  state. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  -.—December  13,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  concerning  the  proceedings  of  the  Guardians 
of  this  Union,  held  on  the  1 1th  instant. 

It  will  be  perceived,  on  reference  to  the  minutes,  that  the  views  and  instruc- 
tions of  the  Commissioners  are  now  more  likely  to  be  carried  out  than  here- 
tofore, and  I have  every  hope  that  the  business  of  the  Union  will,  in  future,  be 
conducted  on  a different  system  to  that  which  has  hitherto  been  pursued. 

I shall  after  the  meeting  of  the  house  committee,  which  is  to  meet  for  the 
first  time  on  Wednesday  next,  report  what  steps  are  to  be  taken  to  improve 
the  very  wretched  condition  the  workhouse  is  at  present  in ; until  then  there  ia 
nothing  that  calls  for  special  notice  save  the  intention  of  the  Board  to  remove 
the  children  of  the  workhouse  to  a separate  establishment,  and  on  this  point  I 
shall  be  anxious  to  hear  from  the  Commissioners  their  views  and  wishes. 

It  would  ill  become  me  to  detail  to  the  Commissioners  the  difficulties  and 
many  personal  annoyances  I have  experienced  in  carrying  out  their  instructions 
and  inducing  their  adoption  by  the  Guardians,  but  I shall  feel  myself  amply 
repaid,  if  the  course  I have  pursued  will  enable  me  to  succeed  in  having  the 
law  administered  ina  more  satisfactory  manner,  and  with  a Board  hitherto  so 
inimical. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  14,  1847- 
I am  to  express  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  statements 
contained  in  your  Report  of  the  I3th  instant  With  reference  to  the  proposed 
removal  of  the  workhouse  children  to  a separate  establishment,  I am  to  state 
that  the  Commissioners  fully  approve  of  the  proposal ; and,  as  regards  your 
request  to  be  informed  of  the  views  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  point,  the 
Commissioners  will  be  ready  to  furnish  you  with  any  instructions  you  may 
require,  on  being  informed  of  the  specific  points  on  which  such  instructions  are 
required. 

F 2 
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Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners: — December  16,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  your  information,  the  proceedings  of 
the  house,  or  visiting  committee,  of  which  I obtained  the  appointment  on 
Saturday,  the  1 1th  instant,  at  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
held  that  day. 

The  following  gentlemen,  members  of  the  Committee,  visited  the  workhouse 
with  me  on  the  15th  instant,  Messrs.  Davis,  Brady,  Bloomfield,  and  Allingham, 
and  I took  that  opportunity  of  pointing  out  to  them  the  heavy  and  serious 
responsibility  that  devolved  upon  the  Guardians,  to  whom  the  management  of 
a Union  formed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  is  confided,  and  that  their  duties 
were  of  a two-fold  character,  independent  of  the  many  minor  matters  of  detail 
which  need  not  be  noticed  in  this  Report,  but  which  nevertheless  tend  in  their 
proper  discharge  to  increase  the  onus  which  devolves  on  Poor  Law  Guardians : 
the  first  of  these  duties  consisting  in  the  extension  of  wholesome  and  sufficient 
relief  to  all  destitute  persons,  so  that  none  of  their  fellow-creatures  should  he 
lost  from  want  of  necessary  food  and  raiment ; the  second,  that  the  distribution 
of  that  provision  and  relief  should  be  as  economically  afforded  as  Was  com- 
patible with  the  due  performance  of  the  first. 

After  considerable  discussion  on  these  points,  and  combating  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Brady  in  particular,  “ that  no  matter  how  badly  kept  they  were,  that  it 
was  preferable  to  their  previous  state  of  life,”  we  proceeded  to  examine  the 
internal  condition  of  the  workhouse,  and  the  state  of  its  inmates. 

On  entering  the  male  and  female  schools,  the  children,  I regret  to  say,  pre- 
sented a sickly  and  attenuated  appearance,  and  we  found  a want  of  proper 
clothing,  particularly  shoes  and  stockings ; and  I pointed  out  that  an  alteration 
in  the  dietary,  and  a supply  of  warm  clothing  suited  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
approaching  season  was  requisite. 

Upon  inspection  of  the  infirmary,  we  found  a considerable  portion  of  the 
•workhouse  inmates  suffering  from  dysentery,  the  number  of  patients  on  that 
day  being  94,  which  confirmed  my  view  that  a change  of  food  was  necessary 
to  adults  as  well  as  to  the  children  ; and  turning  towards  those  employed  in 
breaking  stones,  and  laying  over  the  yard,  we  remarked  the  same  want  of  shoes 
and  stockings,  which  must  greatly  increase  this  disorder. 

Upon  examination  of  the  yards,  they  were  found  in  a most  neglected  state, 
except  the  women’s,  at  which  I have  had  the  able  paupers  employed  since  my 
arrival;  but  so  many  have  been  taken  to  the  infirmary  from  time  to  time,  that 
the  completion  has  been  delayed ; however,  at  the  farthest  now,  another  fort- 
night will,  I trust,  finish  .it;  and  I am  convinced  that  the  yards  having  been 
heretofore  in  grass,  and  therefore  holding  the  rain-water,  the  exhalations  from 
them,  added  to  the  damp  under  foot,  have  acted  prejudicially  on  the  health  of 
the  inmates. 

The  sewers  from  the  women’s  yard  were  originally  carried  only  through  it, 
and  allowed  to  discharge  immediately  outside  the  wall,  and  a most  offensive 
effluvia  from  the  cesspool,  so  formed,  is  wafted  through  the  house.  I pointed 
out  the  necessity  that  a covered  drain  should  be  made  to  convey  the  water  to  a 
distance  from  the  house,  and  a cesspool  then  properly  simk  at  its  termination, 

which  might  be  allowed  to  waste  itself  amongst  the  fissures  of  the  rock  upon 
which  the  workhouse  is  built.  1 

I pointed  out  the  necessity  of  at  once  having  this  done,  as  greatly  tending  to 
promote  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  workhouse,  which  was  one  of  the  most 
imperative  and  paramount  duties  of  the  Guardians,  not  alone  as  regards  it,  but 
in  connexion  with  the  community  that  reside  about  the  workhouse,  as  the  pre- 
valence of  any  epidemic  there,  must  eventually  spread  itself  through  the  town. 

I urged  the  Committee  to  impress  upon  the  Guardians  the  sound  policy  of 
instituting  a system  of  out-door  relief  to  old  and  infirm  persons  now  in  the 
workhouse,  as  calculated  to  afford  much  additional  accommodation,  and  thereby 
prove  a test  to  able-bodied  paupers  seeking  relief. 

In  conclusion,  I impressed  upon  the  Committee  that  they  should  induce  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  to  encourage  employment 
both  by  their  example  and  advice,  as  it  is  alone  by  the  increased  productiveness 
of  the  country,  and  the  absorption  of  surplus  labour  in  attaining  this  end,  that 
they  would  be  enabled  to  meet  the  altered  circumstances  of  this  part  of  the 
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kingdom,  and  avoid  the  ruinous  taxation  that  must  otherwise  be  imposed  upon  Bally  shannon, 

them  to  support  so  dense  and  unemployed  a population.  Union, 

The  fruits  of  my  endeavours  will  be  found  in  the  report  which  emanated  from 
the  Committee,  and  which  will  be  transmitted  on  the  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  their  next  meeting ; and  it  is  a remarkable 
fact,  that  this  is  the  first  Committee  of  the  sort  that  has  been  appointed  since 
the  formation  of  the  Union. 

I would  beg  to  remark  that,  although  I have  much  difficulty  in  managing 
this  Board,  for,  taken  as  a whole,  it  is  the  most  parsimonious  I ever  met,°yet 
some  members  are  most  willing  to  co-operate  with  me  ; and  the  assistance  1 
have  received  from  Mr.  Bloomfield  in  particular  has  materially  aided  in  direct- 
ing even  the  small  advances  which  have  been  made,  in  the  right  direction. 

That  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  manner  in  which  the  paupers  of  this 
Union  were  kept  I would  beg  leave  to  notice,  that  shoes  and  stockings  have 
been  hitherto  unknown  as  articles  of  necessary  clothing,  and  this  day  the 
Committee  have  directed  that  80  pairs  should  he  ordered.  The  dietary  is  to 
be  changed,  and  a substantial  meal  of  rice  given  daily,  and  the  drain  I have  so 
frequently  urged  the  necessity  for  is  to  be  made.  I trust  that  by  means  of  this 
Committee,  I may  be  able  to  effect  much  good ; but  it  will  require  time  to 
overcome  the  prejudices  of  the  Guardians,  and  to  complete  the  improvements 
which  I have  already  projected,  and  which  are  so  essential  to  the  well-being 
of  the  workhouse  and  Union  at  large.  r' 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners: — December  19,  1847. 

„ j1  honour  to  forward  my  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 

Guardians  ol  this  Union  upon  the  18th  instant. 

On  reference  to  the  minutes  of  that  day  it  will  be  found,  that  the  accounts  of 
the  temporary  Fever  Hospital  are  again  referred  to  the  Workhouse  Committee 
which  meets  next  Wednesday,  with  an  order  that  they  shall  be  sent  forward  ill 
a more  regular  and  business  like  manner. 

A schoolmistress  in  room  of  the  late  mistress,  who  resigned,  was  elected  by 
a majority  of  the  Guardians ; and  from  the  respectability  of  her  personal 
appearance,  and  the  high  character  I have  heard  of  her,  I consider  her  the 
fittest  of  any  who  offered  to  fill  the  situation. 

I have  intimated  to  the  Count  Strzelecki  that  very  numerous  applications 
have  been  made  to  me  from  Manorhamilton  Union,  for  assistance  in  food  to 
their  schools,  and  I have  every  reason  to  believe  the  representations  which 
have  been  made  of  the  existence  of  very  severe  distress.  Should  he  wish  to 
extend  any  relief  of  that  sort  to  them,  I should  be  happy,  with  the  permission 
of  the  Commissioners,  to  undertake  its  management ; the  persons  who  applied 
were  induced  to  do  so  hearing  of  its  being  introduced  in  this  Union,  and  not 
knowing  that  I have  alone  the  charge  in  this,  and  supposing  it  might  apply  to 
them  also.  The  orders  which  I have  already  received  from  the  British  Relief 
Association,  I have  informed  the  Guardians  I shall  not  use,  until  they  complete 
the  arrangements  for  immediate  commencement  of  the  duties  of  Relieving 
Officers  and  take  the  necessary  depots  for  them ; and  which  arrangement  is 
absolutely  necessary  at  once,  as  I never  witnessed  greater  wretchedness  and 
starvation  than  was  apparent  in  the  appearance  of  the  applicants  for  admission 
to  the  workhouse  the  last  Board  days ; and  I would  respectfully  suggest,  that  a 
letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Board,  informing  them  that  it  would  be 
necessary  that  these  officers  should  at  once  enter  upon  their  duties,  would 
enable  me  to  press  the  matter  to  a conclusion. 

Considerable  dissatisfaction  was  evinced  by  the  Guardians,  at  the  sealed 
order  for  the  increase  of  51.  to  the  salary  of  the  Protestant  chaplain ; particu- 
larly by  Mr.  Brady,  an  elected  Guardian,  whose  violence  and  impropriety 
of  conduct  I think  it  my  duty  specially  to  notice.  The  circumstances  are  as 
follow : — 

Two  of  the  collectors  were  before  the  Board,  and  I thought  it  a good  oppor- 
tunity to  impress  upon  them  the  necessity  of  a vigorous  collection  of  the  Kite, 
and  explaining  to  them  that  the  Circular  of  the  Commissioners  to  collectors 
dated  the  27th  of  October  last,  showed  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


38  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Baiiyshannon  cf  the  Crown  that  they  could  at  once  proceed  to  levy  a distress  upon  occupiers 

Union'  under  their  warrants,  and  not  suffer  two  months,  as  heretofore,  to  elapse  before 

they  proceeded  in  that  way  ; and  further  I stated,  that  I expected  that  within 
two  months , they  should  have  all  the  rate  collected,  and  that  they  should  show 
neither  favour  nor  affection,  and  above  all,  should  not  be  afraid  to  perform  their 
duty,  and  that  the  Guardians  should  be  amongst  the  foremost,,  who,  from  their 
position  and  station,  should  set  the  example  of  payment,  the  first  applied  to 
by  the  collectors. 

Mr.  Brady  then  started  up,  using  the  most  violent  gesticulation  and  language, 
and  “ dared  them,  or  me,  or  the  Commissioners,  to  levy  a distress  upon  him ; 
“ that  he  would  like  to  see  who  would  sell  his  cattle,  or  who  would  buy  them, 
“ and  told  me  that  I might  at  once  prepare  military,  and  that  they  should  come 
“ before  he  would  permit  it,  and  that  he  would  not  pay  his  rate  these  six  months 
“ to  come  and  at  the  same  time  using  the  most  opprobrious  epithets  to  me  as 
the  representative  of  the  Commissioners.  Some  members  of  the  Board  are 
as  willing  to  carry  out  the  law  as  any  Guardians  can  be,  but  the  systematic 
obstruction  and  violence  of  this  person  tend  greatly  to  prevent  them  in  their 
endeavours ; and  in  my  mind,  he  is  urged  on  by  others  to  this  conduct,  who 
perhaps  do  not  wish  to  appear  in  the  matter,  as  a large  portion  of  the  lower 
class  of  Guardians  act  with  him.  The  course  he  is  pursuing  is  seriously  detri- 
mental to  the  operation  of  the  law  in  this  Union.  If  it,  is  permitted  that  a 
Guardian  should  thus  outrage  propriety,  and  by  his  violent  lauguage  intimidate 
collectors,  and  with  impunity  incite  to  opposition  of  the  law,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible in  districts  already  sufficiently  predisposed  to  opposition,  that  rates  can  be 
collected. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Guardians  of  Ballyshannon  Union  : — 
December  22,  1847. 

I am  directed  to  states  for  the  information  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  Ballyshannon  Union,  that  they  have  received  a report  from  their  In- 
spector, Mr.  D’Arcy,  in  which  he  states  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians 
on  the  18th  instant,  he  took  the  opportunity  of  impressing  upon  two  of  the 
collectors  who  were  present  the  necessity  of  a vigorous  collection  of  the  rate, 
and  that  the  Guardians  should  be  amongst  the  foremost  who,  from  their  position 
and  station,  should  set  the  example  of  payment,  and  be  first  applied  to  by  the 
collectors,  when  Mr.  Brady,  a member  of  the.  Board,  said  that  he  dared  them 
or  the  Commissioners  to  levy  a distress  upon  him ; that  he  would  like  to  see 
who  would  sell  his  cattle,  or  who  would  buy  them;  that  Mr.  D’Arcy  might  at 
once  prepare  military,  that  they  should  come  before  he  would  permit  it,  and 
that  he  would  not  pay  his  rates  for  the  next  six  months. 

In  reference  to- these  observations,  I am  to  state  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance at  the  present  time  that  the  Guardians  should  set  a good  example  by 
paying  the  rates  which  are  due  from  themselves,  and  the  Commissioners  rely 
on  the  Board  taking  active  measures  to  enforce  the  payment  of  rates  by  every 
individual  of  their  own  body,  however  unpleasant  it  may  be  to  their  feelings. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that  the 
Guardians  will  perceive  that  if  the  rates  payable  by  the  Guardians  remain  unpaid 
to  any  extent,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  to  consider  their  respon- 
sibilities and  powers,  under  the  18th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension 
Act. 


Mr.  D’Argy  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  2,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a letter  from  the  Com- 
missioners, dated  the  27th  of  December,  enclosing  me  copies  of  letters  addressed 
to  the  clerk  of  the  Guardians  of  this  Union,  advering  to  my  report  of  Mr.  Brady’s 
conduct  upon  the  18th  ultimo,  and  also  a copy  of  that  addressed  to  the  collectors 
respectively ; and  I beg  leave  to  state  that  nothing  could  possibly  be  more  oppor- 
tune ; and  I am  convinced  that  the  prompt  notice  taken  of  this  circumstance,  by 
the  Commissioners,  will  have  a salutary  effeet  upon  the  collection  of  the  present 
rate. 

There  is  not  a doubt  on  my  mind,  that  a very  great  disinclination  is  entertained 
by  some  of  the  Guardians  to  the  payment  of  the  rate,  and  by  Mr.  Brady  in 
particular,  who  did  not  pay  the  rate  of  6 d.  in  the  pound  made  on  the  23rd  of 
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January,  184 i,  until  the  last  week  in  the  October  following,  and  his  name  was  Ballysharmoa 
actually  returned  as  a defaulter  upon  a list  made  by  Kelly,  the  collector,  just  as  YU?' 

I arrived  here ; but  he  (Mr.  Brady)  came  in,  scratched  it  out  himself,  and  paid  the 
money  then  nearly  tune  months  due.  Within  the  last  week,  he  further  evinced  his 
disinclination  by  endeavouring  to  induce  the  clerk  to  erase  his  name  out  of  the 
rate-book,  and  substitute  his  son’s  for  a considerable  part  of  his  rate,  as  lie  paid  a 
portion  for  the  place  he  resides,  and  wished  to  evade  paying  for  a farm  he  holds  at 
a distance  from  h:s  house,  and  at  the  same  time  appear  upon  the  return  to  be  made 
by  the  collectors  to  the  Commissioners,  as  one  of  the  Guardians  who  had  paid  up 
his  rate.  1 f 

Amount  of  Rate  collected,  in  each  Half-  Year. 

£ s 

Up  to  29th  September,  3843  880  17  0 

From  29th  September,  1843,  to  25th  March,  1844  . 197  9 6 

„ 25th  March  to  29th  September,  1844  . . 877  9 9 

„ 29th  September,  1844,  to  25th  March,  1845  . 287  0 2 

„ 25th  March  to  29th  September,  1845  . . 44  12  5 

„ 2&th  September,  1845,  to  25th  March,  1846  . 530  5 8 

„ 25th  March  to  29th  September,  1846  . . 508  7 8 

„ 29th  September,  1846,  to  25th  March,  1847  . 578  10  8 

„ 25th  March  to  29th  September,  1847  . . 921  1 6 

Total  amount  of  rate  collected  in  the  Union  up  to  29th 

September,  1847  £4825  14  4 

Thus  averaging  537 1 for  each  half-year. 

To  rate-payers  and  Guardians  accustomed  to  such  small  rates  and  so  tardy  a 
collection,  it  may  be  easily  supposed  how  unpalatable  the  amount  of  the  present 
rate  must  be,  and  the  rapidity  of  its  collection,  996/.  9s.  2d.  in  three  weeks,  being 
widely  different  from  9217.  Is.  6c7.  in  six  months.  b 

I am  more  alive  to  the  necessity  of  making  Guardians  set  the  example  of  pay- 
ment, and  of  propriety  of  language,  as  not  a sentence  which  transpires  in  the 
Board-room  is  not,  immediately  the  Guardians  separate,  bruited  abroad  bv  the 
lower  class  of  them,  and  with  particular  emphasis,  should  it  be  a severe  thino- 
against  an  Inspector,  or  calculated  to  throw  any  disparagement  upon  the  law.  & 

Upon  the  17th  of  December,  1847,  Wilson,  the  collector  for  Churchhill 
division,  stated  to  me  in  the  clerk’s  office,  and  in  his  presence,  that,  as  he  had  come 
up  that  day,  to  use  his  own  phrase,  “a  well-wisher  of  his  had  strongly  advised 
“ him  to  resign  this  collection,  for  that  lives  would  be  lost  about  it and  turnino-  to 
me  said,  “ to  tell  the  plain  truth,  sir,  they  lay  the  blame  of  the  big  rate,  and°the 
“hurry  that  is  on  them  to  you;”  and  he  said,  too,  that  “you  had  better  mind 
“ yourself.”  These  were  his  words  verbatim.  On  the  22nd  of  December,  after  the 
House  Committee  had  separated,  Mr.  Dickson,  an  ex-officio  Guaidian,  came  up  to 
me  in  the  street  of  Ballyshannon,  and  said,  “ Mr.  D’Arcy,  I think  it  but  right  to 
tell  you  that  you  should  take  care  of  yourself;  for  yesterday,  at  a fair  in  Leitrim, 

I heard  one  man  say  to  another,  ‘ This  is  a curious  Commissioner  that  has  come  to 
“Ballyshannon,  nothing  will  do  him  but  collecting  the  rate  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet;  and  Mr.  Dickson  went  on  to  say  that  I should  be  careful  not  to  be  out 
late,  &c.,  &c.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  not  matter  of  surprise  that  I should 
strongly  deprecate  conduct  such  as  Air.  Brady  has  constantly  exhibited,  and  the 
coarse  and  violent  language  he  makes  use  of ; as  I feel  from  the  ignorance  of  the 
people  that  the  big  rate,  as  they  call  it,  is  attributed  to  my  arrival  here,  ami 
that  I am  a marked  man.  One  other  instance  I shall  give  of  the  feeling  that  is 
abroad  in  regard  to  it.  I had  at  one  time  an  idea  of  taking  a house  for  my  family 
in  Buudoran,  three  miles  from  this,  and  Mr.  Cockburn,  the  hotel-keeper,  asked  me, 

“ Is  it  true,  Mr.  D’Arcy,  you  are  about  to  take  a house  in  Bundoran.”  I replied, 

I had  been  thinking  of  it;  and  he  said,  “I  would  advise  you.  Sir,  to  remain  in 
“ Ballyshannon.  I doubt  if  it  would  be  safe  for  you  gomg  in  and  out  late  ; aud  I 
“ would  not  say  this  if  I had  not  reason.5’ 

I should  not  have  occupied  so  much  time  in  detailing  these  personal  matters, 
were  it  not  that  they  are  useful  in  giving  the  Commissioners  a clear  view  of  the 
mischief  that  may  arise  from  the  conduct  of  Guardians,  who  may  express  them- 
selves violently  either  as  against  the  law  or  those  employed  to  administer  it ; and 
I trust  the  Commissioners  will  therefore  excuse  what  would  otherwise  be 
egotistical. 
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Balhshannon  The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  D’Arcy  : — December  27,  1847- 

Union. 

— I am  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a report  which  has  been 

transmitted  to  them  by  the  Under  Secretary,  relative  to-  the  death  of  Thomas 
Robinson  at  Carragan ; and  in  reference  thereto  I am  to  request  that  you  will 
be  so  good  as  to  inquire  and  report  on  this  case  to  the  Commissioners. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  H.  Rowan  to  the  Inspector  General  : — December  30,  1847. 

On  the  18th  instant  Thomas  Robinson  was  found  dead  on  the  public  road  in  the 
townland  of  Carragan  within  three  miles  of  Belleck.  The  coroner  held  an  inquest  on  Sunday, 
when  the  following  verdict  was  returned : — 

“We  find  that  the  deceased,  Thomas  Robinson,  came  by  his  death  from  weakness  and 
want  of  daily  support,  and  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  ; and  we  find  there  is  no  mark  of 
violence  on  him,  and  that  there  is  no  blame  attached  to  any  one.” 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  4,  1848. 

Referring  to  the  discovery  of  the  body  of  Thomas  Robinson,  and  the 
verdict  of  the  coroner’s  jury  thereon,  I have  to  submit  the  following  report: — 

The  deceased,  with  his  mother,  brother,  and  sister,  had  been  admitted  to  the 
Ballyshannon  workhouse  upon  the  23rd  of  October,  1 847,  and  continued  in  it 
until  the  1 2th  of  December  following,  when  they  requested  their  discharge,  that 
they  might  look  after  some  bedding  and  articles  of  furniture  which  remained  in 
their  house  at  Canakeel,  which  is  commonly  called  Callagheen,  and  is  a town- 
land  of  the  electoral  division  of  Inismacsaint,  and  not  of  Boho,  situate  about  two 
miles  off  the  high  road  and  in  the  hills. 

On  visiting  the  spot,  I found  the  body  had  been  discovered  in  a standing  posture 
under  a bush  in  a ditch ; and  it  appeared  that  the  deceased  had  there  taken  shelter 
from  the  storm  and  rain,  which  was  very  violent  upon  the  day  he  is  supposed  to 
have  died,  which  was  Friday,  the  17th ; the  discovery  of  the  body  by  the  police 
having  taken  place  on  the  18th  of  December. 

About  12  o’clock  on  the  17th  of  December,  his  mother  had  sent  him  with  one 
penny  to  purchase  its  value  in  meal,  which  he  had  done,  and  in  addition,  received 
from  the  person  selling  it,  some  turnips  as  a gratuity,  and  was  returning  when  his 
■weakness  and  the  remarkable  severity  of  that  day  occasioned  his  death  : there  can 
be  no  doubt  entertained  he  died  from  weakness  and  destitution,  hastened  by  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather. 

Anne  Robinson,  the  mother  of  Thomas  Robinson  above  referred  to,  with  a son 
and  daughter,  are  at  present  in  the  workhouse.  Last  evening,  on  my  return  from 
Canakeel,  I went  there  to  ascertain  the  dates  of  their  previous  admission  and  dis- 
charge, and  found  she  had  been  re-admitted  provisionally  upon  the  31st  of 
December  ultimo.  I questioned  her,  and  received  the  same  information  I had 
previously  from  the  peasantry  in  the  vicinity  of  the  spot  his  death  took  place. 

Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  9,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  my  usual  weekly  report  of  the  state  of  the 
Union,  condition  of  the  workhouse,  and  proceedings  of  the  Guardians  at  their 
ordinary  meeting,  held  Saturday,  the  8th  instant. 

The  causes  of  the  difficulties  that  are  experienced  in  the  management  of  this 
Union  are  by  no  means  few,  and  are  increased  by  the  want  of  energy  and  zeal 
amongst  the  .Guardians  generally;  although  some  few  are  most  active,  yet,  in 
the  present  crisis,  it  requires  more  than  can  be  effected  by  individuals : and  the 
possession.of  these  qualities,  in  combination,  by  a Board  of  Guardians,  as  a whole, 
is  almost  indispensable  to  the  working  of  the  law— carrying  out  its  provisions 
with  cordiality,  and  to  the  advantage  both  of  the  rate-payers  and  recipients  of 
relief. 

The  first  cause  of  the  difficulties  above  mentioned  is  the  large  amount  of  debt 
which  the  Guardians  have  contracted;  and  this  has  chiefly  been  induced  by  the 
very  small  rates  they  hitherto  were  in  the  habit  of  making,  and  which  a slow 
and  spiritless  collection  rendered  less  tangible ; six  months  were  consumed  in 
receiving  what  should  have  been  done  in  one ; the  current  expenses  still 
accrued,  and  the  liabilities  already  incurred  were  farther  than  ever  from  liqui- 
dation. 1 

This  course  having  been  pursued  from  the  formation  of  the  Union,  had  at  last 
reached  its  climax,  when,  to  heighten  the  dilemma,  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop 
occurred ; advances  were  required,  and  received,  under  the  Relief  Commission,  and 
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4,100/.  was  added  to  the  debt  already  due.  On  the  6th  of  November,  1847,  after 
having  devoted  much  of  the  previous  week  to  unravel  the  actual  condition  of  the 
pecuniary  affairs  of  the  Union,  I found  them  to  be  as  follows ; — 


Amount  of  outstanding  cheques  ....  £900 

Sundry  accounts,  including  salaries  . . . 150 

Due  Poor  Law  Commissioners  for  advances  . . 1,300 

Due  Relief  Commissioners 4,100 


Total  amount  liabilities  . . £6,450 


To  rates  sufficient  to  repay  this  large  sum  it  appeared  necsssary  to  add,  as  the 
probable  cost  of  relief  in  the  workhouse  for  the  next  six  months,  the  sum  of  2,817/.. 
making  a total  of  9,267/.  The  Treasury  Minute  not  requiring  a larger  rate  than 
3s.  in  the  pound  to  be  made,  gave  the  Guardians  an  opportunity  of  refusing  to  strike 
one  sufficiently  large  to  pay  at  once  all  debts  : thus,  in  some  of  the  divisions,  even 
were  the  whole  rate  collected,  a balance  would  remain  due ; and  to  exhibit  this  I 
send  a tabular  form  : — 


— 

Amount  of  Rate 

Amount  it  will 
produce. 

Amount  which 
will  still  remain 
due,  if  foregoing 

collected. 

Amount  of  Rate 
which  would 
have  been 
required  to  meet 
all  liabilities. 

£_ 

s. 

5. 

£. 

s. 

l. 

d. 

£. 

Ballrshannon  .... 

0 

3 

0 

1,748 

0 

0 

Bundoran 

0 

3 

0 

1,406 

0 

0 

347 

Ballintra  . - . . . 

0 

2 

11 

646 

0 

Kin  lough 

0 

3 

0 

590 

0 

0 

150 

Innis -mac-Saint  . . . 

0 

3 

0 

732 

0 

0 

487 

Belleek 

0 

2 

3 

325 

0 

0 

Devenish 

0 

3 

0 

4S0 

0 

0 

9*70 

0 0 

0 

Glenade 

0 

1 

8 

300 

0 

0 

Boho 

0 

3 

0 

413 

0 

0 

9 

Church-hill 

0 

1 

10 

428 

0 

0 

Total  . . . 

7,06S 

0 

0 

1,778 

0 0 

.. 

The  total  balance  remaining  due,  as  shown  above,  still  would  amount  to  a consider- 
able sum,  viz.,  1,778/. 

I have  constantly  endeavoured  to  explain  to'  the  Guardians  that  a speedy 
collection  of  the  rate  will  mainly  contribute  to  extricate  them  from  their  dif- 
ficulties, and  reduce  future  expenditure,  as  one-third  at  least  has  been  added  to  the 
market  price  on  every  article  they  purchased,  on  account  of  their  want  of  cash  or 
credit. 

The  collection  has,  however,  progressed  better  than  I anticipated ; and  were 
it  not  for  the  illness  of  three  of  the  collectors,  it  would  have  been  even  farther 
advanced.  The  first  time  I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians,  I fancied, 
from,  the  readiness  with  which  they  struck  the  rates  that  I showed  them  would  be 
required,  and  the  fair  promises  they  made  of  compelling  collectors  to  do  their  duty, 
that  I had  to  deal  with  a Board  anxious  to  meet  their  engagements,  prepared  to 
look  their  difficulties  in  the  face,  and  set  about  overcoming  them  like  men.  But  I 
regret  to  say,  I have  since  learned  by  experience  how  incorrect  was  the  estimate  I 
had  formed.  Day  after  day  resolutions,  excellent  in  themselves,  were  put  on  their 
tninutes  ; but  they  seemed  to  think  they  had  done  enough  by  recording  them,  with- 
out ever  putting  them  into  execution. 

One  instance,  however,  of  a desire  to  aid  in  the  collection  of  rates,  and  support 
the  law  to  its  fullest  extent,  I shall  give  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Bloomfield,  of  Castle- 
caldwell,  an  ex-officio  Guardian,  who  was  absent  from  home,  and  could  not  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  Board  the  day  the  rate  was  struck.  On  his  return  he  called, 
at  the  house  of  the  collector,  asked  what  the  amount  of  rate  was  he  was  liable  for, 
immediately  discharged  it,  and  told  the  collector  if  he  needed  assistance,  on  appli- 
cation to  him  as  a magistrate,  he  -would  at  once  afford  it.  Shortly  after  a 
rescue  took  place,  the  collector  applied  to  him,  warrants  were  issued  ; one  of  the 
parties  is  arrested,  and  the  other  has  absconded. 

There  is  a part  of  the  district  where  difficulty  had  always  been  experienced  in 
the  collection  of  even  smaller  rates  in  better  times,  and  Mr.  Bloomfield  told  the 
collector  that  the  day  he  proposed  to  go  to  those  townlands  he  would  accom- 
pany him  and  his  driver,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  being  a man  of  great 
nerve  and  determination,  and  the  representative  of  considerable  property,  the 


Ballyshannon 

Union. 
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^^Dion”0"  course  he  has  pursued  has  produced  the  best  results ; so  much  so,  that  the  collector 

' told  me,  that  if  he  called  at  a house  now  for  rate,  and  that  he  resolved  on  driving 

for  it,  the  people  would  aid  him  in  driving  their  own  cattle  to  the  pound.  Nothing 
can  possibly  be  more  deserving  of  praise  than  this  conduct,  and  I feel  pleasure  in 
drawing  the  special  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  it. 

The  condition  of  the  workhouse  is  not  yet  by  any  means  what  I could  wish,  and 
the  progress  has  not  been  made,  in  laying  .down  the  yards  with  stone  that  I had 
hoped,  but  this  is  attributable  to  the  awful  amount  of  illness  which  pervades  the 
establishment.  Each  day  in  the  past  week  I visited  it,  and  found  that  from  three 
to  five  men  only  were  able  to  labour  out  of  643  individuals  ; in  fact,  the  house  is 
one  vast  infirmary;  and  so  crowded  has  been  the  hospital,  that  separate  beds  could 
not  be  provided  each  patient 

The  pressure  for  workhouse  relief  is,  as  I anticipated,  becoming  greater,  and  I 
so  stilted  my  opinion  in  a previous  report.  Turnips  are  and  have  been  almost  their 
sole  food,  and  as  they  are  becoming  scarce  and  rising  in  price,  the  people  are  con- 
strained to.  look  for  relief.  I think  nothing  can  more  forcibly  impress  the  mind 
with  the  distress  of  the  country  than  to  see  each  market  day  the  poor  creatures 
crowding  round  carts  of  turnips  with  their  bags,  and  purchasing  them  in 
stones  and  half-stones,  as  formerly  they  did  meal.  Unless  rate-payers  and 
proprietors  can  be  induced  to  exert  themselves,  I cannot  see  where  it  is  to  end. 
Some  few  have  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  Land 
Improvement  Bill;  Captain  Johnston,  of  Kinlough,  has  already  commenced; 
and  Mr.  Bloomfield  is  anxious  to  do  so,  having  applied'  for  a thousand  pounds,  or 
thereabouts,  some  time  since,  and  I understand  all  the  preliminaries  have  been 
arranged,  and  yet  I regret  to  say  he  has  not  obtained  the  money.  Were  his  im- 
provements in  operation,  in  addition  to  Captain  Johnston’s,  it  would  greatly  relieve 
the  pressure. 

I have  no  doubt  that  a little  exertion  of  this  sort  on  the  part  of  the  rate-payers 
would  enable  them  to  avoid  the  provision  of  out-door  relief  for . able-bodied ; and 
I have  constantly  laboured  to  get  the  Guardians  to  put  in  operation  the  clearing 
the  house  of  all  who  may  legally  receive  out-door  relief.  Were  this  done,  and 
the  children  removed,  there  would  be  room  made  for  at  least  300.  The  great 
obstruction  which  has  stood  in  the  way  has  been  want  of  funds ; and  although  a 
very  large  sum  (that  is  for  this  Union)  has  been  collected  in  the  last  four  weeks, 
yet  so  many  persons  held  unpaid  cheques  of  the  Guardians,  that  no  sooner  did  the 
treasurer  receive  with  one  hand  than  he  paid  with  the  other.  I hope,  however,  to 
remedy  this  in  some  degree,  by  inducing  the  Guardians  to  stop  the  issue  of  further 
cheques  till  they  have  funds  to  meet  them. 

Already  confidence  has  been  restored,  by  the  determination  to  make  a speedy 
collection  of  the  rate — and  this  is  evinced  by  the  numerous  offers  the  Guardians 
received  on  the  8th  instant,  from  persons  anxious  to  become  contractors,  who  two 
months  since  would  not  have  trusted  the  Board  for  one  pound’s  worth ; and  in 
consequence  of  this,  and  of  the  offer  contained  in  the  advertisement  I forward,  to 
pay  weekly  or  monthly  as  required,  they  have  been  enabled  to  contract  for  two 
months  supply  of  Indian  meal,  at  10/.  5s.  per  ton  ; for  oatmeal,  11/.  per  ton;  and 
the  four-pound  loaf  of  best  flour,  at  Id.  The  saving  which  will  be  thus  effected 
is  considerable ; meal  of  both  descriptions,  since  my  arrival,  up  to  this,  having 
cost  15/.  per  ton.  & 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  minutes  of  last  day’s  proceedings,  that  the  relieving 
officers  are  at  once  to  enter  on  their  duties,  and  that  a special  meeting  of  the 
Board  is  to  be  held  on  Monday,  the  10th  instant,  to  discharge  those  who  are  eli- 
gible to  receive  out-door  relief,  and  who  are  willing  to  take  it,  and  thus  reduce 
the  present  over-crowded  state  of  the  house  to  proper  limits. 

Depots  are  to  be  taken  for  the  relieving  officers  ; the  children  to  be  removed ; 
and  I trust  the  initiative  steps  taken  to  render  the  fullest  relief  at  the  least  pos- 
sible cost  to  the  Union.  1 

I trust  the  Commissioners  may  approve  of  these  steps,  and  of  the  course  I have, 
taken  to  carry  out  their  views. 

Enclosure. 

q ^ Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Ballyshannon  Union  will  take  tenders,  on  Saturday 
next,  the  8th  instant,  from  persons  wishing  to  contract  for  one  or  two  months,  to  supply  the 
workhouse  with  oaten  and  Indian  meal,  and  good  loaf  bread,  per  4 lb.  loaf;  the  payment  for 
which  will  be  made  weekly,  or  monthly,  as  required. 

By  order, 

Board-Room,  Ballyskannm,  January  3,  1848.  James  M'Gowan,  Jun.,  Clerk  to  Union. 
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Reply  to  the  above : — January  13,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  steps  taken,  as  detailed  in  your  report, 
for  removing  those  inmates  of  the  workhouse  who  may  receive  out-door  relief, 
and  for  bringing  the  workhouse  and  the  affairs  of  the  Union  generally  into  a 
more  satisfactory  state;  and  the  Commissioners  rely  upon  the  continuance  of  your 
exertions  in  this  respect. 


Ballyshannon 

Union. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  11,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  communicate  the  proceedings  of  the  Guardians  of 
this  Union,  at  a special  meeting  held  yesterday,  the  10th  instant. 

This  meeting  was  appointed  in  consequence  of  iny  urging  upon  them,  at  their 
ordinary  meeting  held  on  Saturday  the  8th  instant,  the  necessity  of  taking  imme- 
diate steps  to  put  the  relieving  officers  in  requisition,  and  by  giving  out-door 
allowances,  clear  the  workhouse  of  a portion  of  its  inmates,  as  well  as  admit  those 
provisionally  received  on  Saturday,  and  which  the  lateness  of  the  hour  precluded 
completing  that  day.  The  Guardians  who  live  at  a distance  (the  course  itself 
having  been  unanimously  resolved  on)  left  it  to  those  in  and  near  the  town  to 
carry  out. 

When  I was  proceeding  to  the  workhouse  I met  Mr.  Dickson,  an  ex-officio 
Guardian,  who  resides  ten  miles  from  Bally  shannon,  and  in  his  presence  asked 
Mr.  Davis,  the  deputy  vice-chairman,  whom  we  met,  and  who  lives  in  the  town, 
to  accompany  us,  but  he  said  he  could  not.  We  then  went  to  the  workhouse,  and 
no  Guardian  being  in  attendance,  we  occupied  ourselves  examining  the  state  of 
the  house  and  inspecting  the  schools.  The  female  portion  being  some  time  with- 
out a mistress,  the  additional  labour  thus  thrown  on  the  matron  is  very  consider- 
able ; a schoolmistress  has  been  selected,  but  has  not  yet  received  the  cousent  of 
the  Commissioners.  Having  done  this,  we  returned  to  the  Board-room,  and 
finding  no  attendance  of  Guardians  likely  to  take  place,  I despatched  the  porter  to 
some  that  I knew  were  at  home,  and  might  attend  if  they  pleased,  and  so  finally  I 
obtained  a Board. 

On  the  chair  having  been  taken,  I pointed  out  to  the  Guardians  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  the  last  importance  that  their  duties  should  be  efficiently  discharged,  and 
if  steps  were  not  at  once  taken  in  the  present  crowded  state  of  the  house  to  make 
room,  it  would  become  my  duty  to  report  the  remissness  to  the  Commissioners; 
and  that  if  I saw  further  apathy  evinced,  it  would  also  be  my  duty  to  state  my 
opinion  to  them,  that  the  business  of  the  Union  was  not  duly  discharged  by  the 
Guardians,  and  that  I conceived,  both  on  the  score  of  humanity  to  the  destitute  as 
well  as  concern  for  the  interest  of  the  rate-payers,  that  a paid  Board  should  be 
substituted  for  them.  Notwithstanding  this,  I was  obliged  to  watch  them  lest 
they  should  leave  the  room  and  not  return,  and  as  one  or  other  did  leave,  as  he 
said  for  a short  time,  I addressed  him  to  show  if  he  did  not  return  and  give  us  his 
assistance,  that  we  should  not  have  a Board,  and  could  not  continue  the  transac- 
tion of  the  matters  on  hand. 

We  commenced  by  selecting  the  strongest  of  the  boys,  who  are  this  day  to  be 
removed  to  the  new  school-house,  and  then  took  into  consideration  ninety-two 
cases  of  individuals  eligible  to  receive  out-door  allowances,  and  willing  to  leave 
the  house.  We  were  occupied  from  11  ajvi.  till  past  6 p.m.,  in  making  these 
inquiries  and  the  necessary  arrangements. 

A circumstance  was  mentioned  by  Mr.  Dickson,  which  tends  to  show  the  state 
the  county  is  in,  and  how  likely  distress  unrelieved  will  be  to  increase  the  dis- 
organization of  the  lower  orders.  On  Saturday  night  last  the  cow-house  of  a 
steward  of  Captain  Johnson,  of  Kinlougb,  was  maliciously  burned,  and  three  fine 
cows  which  were  in  it.  Mr.  Dickson,  as  a magistrate,  examined  the  scene  of  the 
outrage,  and  found  the  half-burned  sod  of  turf  that  had  been  used  to  ignite  the 
thatch. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  adjourned  to  this  day  to  complete  the  business  we  had 
in  hand,  and  which  is  most  urgent,  as  the  workhouse,  built  for  500,  last  night 
contained  705,  with  still  a great  pressure  for  admission. 

I shall  report  to-morrow  the  proceedings  of  this  day. 


G 2 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


44 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Ballyshaunon 

Union. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  16,  1848. 

I deferred  reporting  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  their 
special  meeting,  held  by  adjournment  from  Monday  the  10th  instant  to  Tuesday 
the  11th,  intending  to  combine  that  and  my  remarks  upon  the  proceedings  of  the 
house  committee,  which  was  to  have  met  on  Wednesday  the  12th ; but  the  death 
of  Captain  Johnston,  of  Kinlough,  prevented  all  attention  to  public  business  that 
day ; and,  indeed,  his  loss  will  be  severely  felt  in  that  district  where  he  was  the 
only  resident  landed  proprietor,  and  one  who,  in  the  employment  of  the  labouring 
population,  most  worthily  performed  his  duty. 

I have  now  the  honour  to  forward  my  report  of  the  proceedings,  both  upon 
Tuesday  the  1 1th,  and  Saturday  the  15th  instant.  When  I arrived  at  the  work- 
house  on  Tuesday  I found  no  Guardian  present;  and  the  business  being  of  an 
urgent  nature,  I directed  the  porter  to  go  for  a sufficient  number  of  Guardians  to 
constitute  a Board.  I sent  him  to  the  Vice-Chairman,  Mr.  Davis,  first,  who  said 
he  could  not  come ; and  at  last,  after  a delay  of  an  hour  or  more,  four  Guardians 
presented  themselves.  I again  represented  the  very  onerous  duties  they  had  taken 
upon  them  to  perform,  and  the  obligation  that  rested  on  them  to  discharge  such 
duties  with  zeal  and  activity,  and  not  unwillingly  or  languidly ; and  pressed  on 
them  the  propriety  of  holding  a second  meeting  in  the  week,  as  it  was  impossible 
one  day  would  suffice;  and,  accordingly,  on  their  minutes  will  be  found  a resolution 
calling  for  a full  meeting  of  the  Board  on  the  Saturday  following  to  consider  the 
matter. 

I have  attended  the  past  week,  daily,  at  the  workhouse,  and,  in  fact,  in  addition 
to  the  duties  of  Inspector,  have  been  performing  those  of  an  assistant  master. 
In  truth,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  any  one  man,  unaided,  under  the  existing 
pressure,  satisfactorily  to  discharge  the  various  duties  connected  with  the  situation 
of  master. 

On  Monday  and  Tuesday,  the  relieving  officers  were  in  attendance,  and  each 
day  I took  care  to  explain  and  enlarge  fully  upon  the  nature  of  their  duties.  I 
saw  them  make  the  first  entry  in  their  books  of  the  persons  we  were  discharging 
on  allowances  from  the  workhouse,  and,  as  far  as  lay  in  my  power,  rendered  them 
every  assistance. 

The  male  portion  of  the  workhouse  children  have  been  removed  to  the  temporary 
school-house,  which  had  been  taken  for  them.  I myself  superintended  their 
removal ; and  I hope  in  a week  hence,  when  some  small  matters  tending  to  the 
finish  and  improvement  of  the  establishment  shall  have  been  completed,  that  it 
will  be  both  healthy  and  commodious. 

The  destitution  of  this  Union  is  rapidly  on  the  increase,  and  it  is  miserable  to 
witness  the  importunity  of  the  wretched  crowd  that  daily  throng  about  the  work- 
house  door,  clamorous  for  admittance. 

The  relieving  officers  have,  in  a few  cases,  assisted  persons  in  urgent  distress ; 
but  the  majority  of  the  Guardians  are  so  averse  to  increase  the  expense,  that 
these  functionaries  are  almost  afraid  to  exercise  a discretion.  I shall  give  an 
instance.  On  Friday,  the  14th  instant,  I was  visiting  the  workhouse  school,  and  a 
very  miserable  and  infirm  man  applied  to  me  for  relief ; I directed  him  to  Mr. 
M'Intyre,  the  relieving  officer  for  the  Ballyshaunon  district.  I then  left  the  town 
to  visit  schools  at  which  I had  that  day  commenced  the  distribution  of  bread  rations, 
from  grants  of  the  British  Association ; on  my  return  Mr.  M ‘Intyre  met  me,  and 
said  he  had  not  yet  gone  to  the  man’s  house  to  see  exactly  the  state  of  his  case ; 
I said  I would  accompany  him  if  he  was  prepared  then’  to  go,  and  accordingly, 
having  followed  the  man  down  a lane  off  the  main  street,  we  arrived  at  a sort  of 
cellar,  and  nothing  I can  write  would  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  squalid 
misery  that  presented  itself,  as  my  sight  became  accustomed  to  the  darkness  the 
place  was  enveloped  in.  On  either  side  a fire-place,  insensible  and,  apparently  to 
me,  in  the  last  stage  of  fever,  were  stretched  two  young  women,  literally  naked,  a 
little  straw  under  them,  and  the  remains  of  a blanket  over ; their  clothes  had  all 
been  disposed  of  to  procure  food  and  the  necessaries  they  had  stood  in  need  of; 
there  was  no  furniture  in  the  room,  save  a pot  and  three-legged  stool,  and  in  every 
way  they  were  steeped  in  misery.  I gave  the  father  some  silver,  and  desired 
Mr.  M'Intyre  never  for  one  instant,  to  hesitate  in  affording  relief  to  cases  even 
approaching  this  in  destitution,  much  less  where  such  abject  misery  existed. 

A section  of  the  Guardians  of  this  Union  I only  do  justice  to,  when  I state  them 
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to  be  ready  and  willing  to  afford  sufficient  funds  to  provide  relief  for  the  distressed, 
and  prepared  to  go  with  me  in  making  the  changes  in  the  mode  of  administering 
it,  which  the  altered  circumstances  and  increased  destitution  of  the  country 
require.  Messrs.  Dickson,  Allingham,  and  Bloomfield,  I would  always  except 
when  making  any  general  statement  regarding  the  Board : but  so  large  a portion 
are  opposed  to  them,  and  actually  incapable  of  entertaining  the  comprehensive 
views  which  are  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  Union,  not  alone  in  providing 
relief,  but  in  shaping  the  arrangements  attendant  upon  it,  that  I at  times  despaired 
of  being  able  to  effect  the  objects  for  which  I have  been  sent  here  by  the  Commis- 
sioners. Each  progressive  step  I could  make,  an  obstacle  presented  itself,  and  to 
overcome  or  remove  it  wasted  much  valuable  time,  retarded  the  improvement  of 
the  condition  of  the  Union,  and  only  tended  to  what  the  Guardians  so  much 
deprecate,  that  is  to  say,  “ increased  expenditure."  I have  constantly  endeavoured 
to  disabuse  their  minds  of  the  idea,  that  I had  the  slightest  wish  to  increase  their 
outlay,  and  have  shown  them  that  the  present  rate  is,  for  the  most  part,  to  repay 
liabilities  they  themselves  previously  incurred,  and  that  but  about  one-third  is 
appropriated  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the  Union  in  relief,  &c.,  for  the 
next  six  months.  Still  I am  daily  met  with  arguments,  the  fallacy  of  which  I 
have  fully  and  repeatedly  exposed  before ; and  this  is  the  more  disheartening  as 
I feel,  were  I to  omit  attending  the  meeting  of  the  Board  for  one  day,  that 
improvements  I had  laboured  for  a month  to  establish  might  be  in  an  hour  rendered 
nugatory. 

I have  for  some  time  past  had  under  consideration  a scheme,  which,  with  the 
permission  of  the  Commissioners,  I think  might  beneficially  be  put  into  operation, 
and  would  be  attended  with  many  advantages  to  the  rate-payers,  and  aid  in  dif- 
fusing amongst  the  lower  classes  an  improved  knowledge  of  agriculture.  Nothing 
can  be  more  melancholy  than  to  see  the  rising  population  growing  up  in  ignorance 
of  the  proper  management  of  the  land  they  live  on  ; and  the  labour  that  can  alone 
be  applied  m a workhouse,  as  a test,  by  breaking  stones,  will  not  fit  them  at  any 
future  period,  or  when  they  arrive  at  man’s  estate,  to  contribute  to  their  own 
support  or  the  wealth  of  the  country  at  large,  which  would  be  undoubtedly  increased 
by  the  extension  ol  agricultural  knowledge,  not  alone  amongst  the  higher  classes, 
hut  also  the  operatives  of  the  country,  most  of  whom  from  their  deficiency  in  this 
respect,  are  unfit  to  take  employment  with  any  farmer  or  gentleman  who  wishes  to 
cultivate  an  improved  description  of  husbandry.  Lads  reared  in  a workhouse  will 
be  alone  fit  for  a workhouse,  and  thus  become  a perpetual  incubus  on  the  rates 
of  a Union. 

From  the  experience  I have  obtained  whilst  Inspector  under  the  Relief  Com- 
missioners and  Board  of  Works,  I am  perfectly  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
a good  system  of  public  work;  but  what  I am  about  to  recommend  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Commissioners,  is  not  open  to  the  objection  that  it  would 
he  upon  a large  scale,  and  therefore  likely  to  get  above  control ; nor  would  it  be 
employment  for  wages,  but  merely  as  a test  of  destitution. 

I found  on  examination  that  the  cost  of  milk  supplied  to  the  Ballyshannon  work- 
house  during  the  past  week,  amounted  to  18?.  15s.,  and  will  be  likely  to  average 
in  future  187.,  amounting  per  year  to  936?. ; now,  the  quantity  of  milk  to  supply 
this  consumption  could  be  produced  off  a 12  acre  farm  cultivated  by  spade 
husbandly,  and  cropped  judiciously  with  the  various  green  food  and  esculents 
best  calculated  to  feed  cows.  The  plan  I would  propose  is,  to  rent  such  a farm ; 
employ  the  able-bodied  paupers  in  its  cultivation — and  above  all,  the  school-boys 
who  would  he  able  to  perform  light  works,  such  as  weeding,  thinning,  and  hoeing, 
and  so  obtain  that  knowledge  which  is  at  the  present  moment  so  great  a deside- 
ratum, and  thus  qualify  themselves  to  fill  the  situation  of  farm  servants.  The 
more  advanced  of  the  girls  might  he  employed  in  milking,  cleansing  vessels,  and 
the  various  duties  attendant  upon  a dairy. 

In  addition  to  the  advantages  the  Union  would  derive  from  the  saving  effected 
by  this  plan,  it  would  greatly  increase  the  means  of  diffusing  agricultural  know- 
ledge generally  and  practically  through  the  country,  and  be  better  calculated  than 
any  other  measure  that  could  be  adopted  to  produce  so  desirable  a result. 

The  supply  of  milk  from  this  dairy  would  effect  a clear  saving  of  over  700?. 
above  rent,  loss  in  purchase  of  cows  as  springer's,  and  sale  as  strippers,  &c.  &c. 

Ireland  has  no  manufacture  to  employ  her  surplus  population ; the  land  is  her 
raw  material,  and  the  amount  of  manipulation  it  receives  might  yet  be  so  much 
increased  as  four-fold  to  enlarge  its  produce.  Were  it  possible  to  make  a wort* 


Ballyshannon 

Union. 
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®al^^annon  house  a self-supporting  establishment,  and  at  same  time  diffuse  knowledge,  and. 

mon'  apply  labour  as  a test  of  destitution,  it  would  in  my  humble  judgment,  materially 

improve  the  general  condition  of  the  country. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  in  the  week  ended  the  8th  instant,  not  having  been 
as  large  as  I expected,  and  believing  that  if  proper  exertions  were  made  by  the 
collectors,  that  it  might  have  been  doubled,  I therefore  addressed  the  following 
letter  to  each  collector. 

“Sib,  Ballyshannon,  January  10,  1848. 

“ The  Board  of  Guardians  have  bad  much  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the 
“ collection  of  last  week,  as  it  was  not  at  all  commensurate  with  the  requirements 
“ of  the  Union,  or  the  large  amount  of  outstanding  rate  still  due. 

“ I take  this  means  of  repeating  what  I so  frequently  have  urged  upon  collectors, 
“ and  which  I specially  warned  them  of  when  undertaking  the  collection  of  this 
“ rate;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  whole  rate  must  be  collected  by  February,  as,  if  it 
“ remained  outstanding  till  March,  and  the  seed  sowing  commenced,  it  would  be 
**  impossible  to  raise  then  much  that  could  now  be  collected. 

“ I have  shown  each  collector  that  he  can  drive  on  his  warrant,  without  delaying 
“ to  summon,  and  have  informed  him  should  any  difficulty  arise,  on  application  to 
“ me,  I shall  be  ready  to  give  every  assistance  and  support  in  my  power  to  the 
“ collectors  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

“ Under  these  circumstances,  unless  a much  larger  sum  shall  be  paid  to  the 
“ treasurer  this  week,  and  more  active  exertions  made  and  persevered  in  for  the 
“ future,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  the  propriety  and 
“ necessity  of  dismissing  the  present  collectors,  sueing  their  securities  on  their 
“ bonds,  and  appointing  persons  likely  to  be  more  energetic  in  the  discharge  of 
“ their  duty. 

“ I am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

“ John  S.  D’Ajicy.” 

The  amount  collected  in  the  week  ending  Saturday  the  8th'  was  265/.  4s.  2 d., 
and  that  paid  to  the  treasurer  in  the  past  week,  ending  the  15th  instant,  was 
5981  15s.  10c/.,  which  shows  what  may  be  effected  by  properly  stimulating  the 
collectors ; the  increase  on  that  week  over  the  previous  being  383/.  1 Is.  8c/. 

I forward  two  threatening  letters  received  by  Flanagan,  one  of  the  collectors. 
In  one  of  these  letters  I am  directly  threatened  by  name,  and  the  other  alludes  to 
me,  though  I am  not  mentioned.  I trust  I need  hardly  tell  the  Commissioners 
that  they  have  not  the  slightest  weight  with  me,  but  they  certainly  have  had  with 
Flanagan,  who  actually  shook  like  an  aspen  when  speaking  of  them  to  me.  I 
have  told  him  that  if  he  applied  to  the  magistrates  for  assistance,  I would  attend 
to  back  his  application. 

' Saturday,  the  15th  instant,  there  was  rather  a full  attendance  of  the  Guardians, 
and  my  recommendation  to  the  Guardians,  to  meet  a second  day  in  the  week,  has 
been  resolved  on.  This  having  been  the  first  day  that  the  relieving  officers 
attended,  very  increased  duty  devolved  upon  the  clerk  ; and  the  press  ot  business 
was  so  great,  that  the  Board  could  not  go  into  their  books  till  Monday,  the  17th 
instant,  when  they  are  to  be  examined  ana  confirmed  by  the  Board.  On  the  whole, 
a better  spirit  was  evinced ; and  perhaps  this  result  may  be  traced  to  a rather 
lengthened  discussion,  which  took  place  when  the  Guardians  first  met.  I explained 
at  some  length,  and  as  clearly  as  I was  able,  their  duties  and  responsibilities,  and 
the  impossibility  of  their  discharging  them  properly,  if  they  did  not,  as  I had 
recommended  the  Board  on  Tuesday,  meet  at  least  twice  a-week ; and  then,  in 
place  of  spending  their  time  cavilling  at  the  law,  and  taking  exceptions  to  any 
step  in  advance,  if  they  would  cordially  apply  themselves  to  work  it  out  as  it 
stood,  that  they  would  find  it  in  the  end  the  most  economical,  most  comfortable, 
and  praiseworthy  course.  Mr.  Dickson  then  stood  up,  and  said,  he  feared  that 
neither  two,  three,  nor  four  days  would  be  sufficient;  and  that  the  mass  of  desti- 
tution in  Glenade  and  part  of  Bundoran  was  so  great,  that  no  relieving  officer 
could  get  through  it,  nor  the  Board  control  or  relieve  it,  and  that  he  thought 
paid  Guardians  might  better  be  at  once  appointed. 

I replied  that  the  will  appeared  to  me  more  wanting  than  the  ability,  and  that 
I knew  no  two  gentleman  more  capable  of  performing  those  duties  Mr.  Dickson 
would  delegate  to  others,  than  himself  and  Mr.  Bloomfield  ; and  I also  remarked, 
that  I had  commenced  to  supply  bread  to  the  children  in  the  school  from  grants 
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of  the  British  Association,  and  that  this  would  relieve  the  presure  upon  the 
Guardians  in  a great  degree.  Mr.  Bloomfield  agreed  with  me,  and  said,  he  was 
willing  to  sit  daily,  if  necessary,  in  that  Board-room,  and  he  put  it  to  the 
Guardians  if  they  would  bragd  themselves  with  incompetency ; at  length  it  was 
resolved  unanimously,  that  they  would  exert  themselves  in  earnest,  and  see  how 
far  they  could  succeed. 

A reference  to  their  minutes  will  show  that  an  auxiliary  workhouse  is  to  be 
taken ; that  depots  have  been  rented  for  the  relieving  officers ; that  shoes  have 
been  purchased  for  the  paupers ; that  Wednesday  is  to  be  henceforth  an  additional 
Board  day ; that  a special  meeting  is  to  be'  held  on  Monday  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers,  and  setting  them  fairly  afloat ; that 
an  assistant  is  to  be  employed  to  aid  the  clerk  to  whom  they  so  lono-  objected  to 
pay  an  increased  salary ; and  in  fact  much  that,  from  the  temper  previously  exhi- 
bited by  the  Board,  I had  almost  feared  I should  never  have  got  accomplished 
was  done  and  projected.  r * 

This  report  has  extended  to  much  greater  length  than  I intended,  and  I trust 
the  Commissioners  will  excuse  my  being  so  prolix,  but  my  anxiety  to  inform  them 
fully  on  all  these  matters  must  plead  my  apology. 

Enclosures. 

Kilcock,  the  6th,  184S. 

We  the  people  of  the  district  that  you  collected  the  Poor  Rates  in,  in  either  Boush  or 
Innismacthesant,  or  any  other  part  that  you  collect  the  Poor  Rates  in,  or  take  up  any  distress 
or  drives  any  person’s  cattle  for  the  Rates,  we  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  shooting  you  in 
the  open  daylight,  for  we  may  as  well  loose  our  lives  as  to  loose  our  support ; so  if  you  don’t, 
like  this  naming  we  give  you,  take  your  own  advice,  for  we  are  determined  to  stop  you  or  any 
other  person  that  will  come  to  collect  them  till  the  times  mend. 

James  Flanagan, 

0 There  is  your  doom, 
so  if  like  it 
continue. 

Sir, 

Take  notice,  that  if  you  attempt  to  collect  any  more  Poor  Rate  that  you  will  only 
loose  your  life  by  so  doing,  as  we,  the  inhabitants  of  Baha  division  are  determined  not  to  pay 
any  more  Poor  Rate,  as  we  refer  you  to  the  Marquess  of  Sligo’s  letter  in  the  paper  (o  the 
government,  showing  that  the  landlords  should  pay  all  Cess  and  Rates,  therefore  we  will  not. 
pay  until  government  decides  the  matter  at  their  next  setting.  Do  you  think  we  will  give  all 
our  little  support  to  you  in  rates  and  leave  our  families  starving,  as  we  cannot  even  pay  our 
landlords  until  harvest  next ; should  you  not  comply  with  this  notice,  so  help  our  God  you  will 
be  shot,  and  this  is  your  last  notice.  You  were  often  told  verbally  to  stop,  but  now  you  must. 
You  state  that  Mr.  D'Arcy  insists  on  the  collection,  let  him  try  it  himself,  and  he  shall  meet 
the  same  fate.  We  will  keep  our  cattle  in  the  house,  try  will  you  break  our  doors. 

Date,  January,  1848. 

James  Flanagan,  Collector, 

Baha  Division. 


Reply  to  the  above : — Januai'y  19,  1848. 

_ In  reference  to  your  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  the  BaUyshannon  Board  of 
Guardians,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that  it  will  give  them  great  satis- 
faction if  the  Board  for  the  future  will  meet  regularly  twice  a-week  at  least,  and 
will  discharge  efficiently  the  important  duties  which  are  devolved  upon  it  by  the 
legislature.  If,  however,  notwithstanding  the  zeal  and  ability  of  individual 
Guardians,  the  Guardians  as  a Board,  should  not  hold  regular  meetings  as  often  as 
the  necessities  of  the  Union  demand,  or  if  they  should  in  other  respects  make 
default  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  the  Commissioners  would  suggest  to  you 
the  propriety  of  making  a separate  report  to  them  on  the  subject,  in  reference  to  the 
provisions  of  the  1 8th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act 

The  Commissioners  deeply  lament  the  destitution  which  you  describe  as  existing 
in  the  BaUyshannon  Union,  and  the  due  relief  of  it  will  require  systematic  and 
continuous  energy  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians  both  in  enforcing  the  payment  of 
the  poor-rates,  and  in  carrying  out  their  administrative  arrangements  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  destitute  shall  not  be  allowed  to  perish  from  want.  In  regard 
to  the  relieving  officers,  however,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  their  legal  powers 
independently  of  the  Guardians  are  limited,  and  that  they  have  no  authority. 


BaUyshannon 

Union. 
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•Ballysliannon  except  under  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  grant  relief  on  any  case  of 

Union-  necessity  which,  is  not  sudden  as  well  as  urgent.  Their  proper  course  with  any 

other  case  is,  to  make  themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances, 
and  to  bring  it  before  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  their  decision. 

In  regard  to  your  proposition  for  taking  land,  and  establishing  a dairy  connected 
with  the  workhouse,  the  Commissioners  have  to  thank  you  for  your  suggestions, 
but  they  have  to  state  that  propositions  of  this  kind  have  long  since  been  fully 
considered  in  reference  to  workhouse  management,  and  have  been  deliberately 
deemed  unadvisable;  in  fact,  there  are  few  subjects  on  which,  in  England,  there 
has  been  such  extensive  and  decisive  experience. 

In  regard  to  the  pauper  children,  it  is  very  desirable  that  such  arrangements 
should  be  made  as  may  enable  them  to  receive  instruction  in  field  labour ; and  the 
Commissioners  do  not  object  to  the  Guardians  hiring  as  much  land  to  be  occupied 
with  the  workhouse,  as  may  enable  the  Guardians  to  carry  out  this  object.  The 
Commissioners,  however,  would  much  prefer  that  this  should  be  effected  in  a 
separate  and  distinct  workhouse  for  pauper  children,  in  accordance  with  the  sug- 
gestions contained  in  the  Commissioners’  circular  of  the  26th  of  August  last. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  have  to  express  their  entire  approval  of  the 
course  taken  by  you  in  order  to  compel  the  collectors  to  perform  their  duty  ; and 
the  Commissioners  sincerely  regret  that  there  should  have  been  any  attempt  to 
intimidate  you  by  threatening  letters,  or  otherwise,  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty. 
The  Commissioners,  however,  do  not  doubt  that  if  you  deem  the  matter  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  make  representations  concerning  it  to  the  local  magistrates, 
you  will  receive  the  fullest  protection  of  the  law. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  January  18,  1848. 

May  I request  that  the  threatening  letters  which  I forwarded  yesterday  to 
the  Commissioners  may  be  returned,  as  Mr.  Bloomfield  thinks  it  probable  it  they 
are,  he  may  succeed  in  tracing  them  to  the  writers ; and  as  he  is  a most  active 
magistrate,  and  knows  minutely  the  divisions  they  refer  to,  I think,  from  circum-r 
stances  he  has  mentioned  to  me,  he  may  succeed. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  18,  1848. 

Yesterday,  the  17th  instant,  after  returning  from  Belleek  division,  where 
I had  been  arranging  for  the  baking  of  bread  for  schools,  I attended  a special 
meeting  of  the  Guardians,  and  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  my  report. 

The  books  of  four  relieving  officers  -were  gone  through,  and  two  of  them  pro- 
duced their  application  and  report  books,  kept  in  a very  creditable  form  : the  persons 
I allude  to  are  Messrs.  Scott  and  Johnston.  Messrs.  Daly  and  MTntyre  made 
some  mistakes,  but  they  were  explained  fully  to  them,  and  I should  hope  there 
will  not  be  a recurrence  of  them.  Mr.  Kogers  had  been  permitted  to  remain  out 
with  his  books  till  the  22nd  instant. 

The  propriety  of  granting  assistance  to  the  master  of  the  workhouse  was  dis- 
cussed, and  a notice  put  on  the  minutes  that  it  should  be  considered,  at  the 
Saturday  meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  house  which  was  offered  by  proposal  to  the  Guardians  on  Saturday,  the 
15th  instant,  has  been  taken,  and  will  afford  a considerable  increase  of  accommo- 
dation ; but  still  I fear  that  no  house-room  can  be  provided  in  Ballyshannon,  which 
will  be  at  all  commensurate  with  the  destitution,  and  out-door  relief  to  those  at 
present  eligible  under  the  Poor  Law  Extension  Act  must  be  provided  to  a very 
considerable  extent.  The  workhouse  is  again  becoming  overcrowded,  and  I 
purpose  directing  the  medical  officer  to  report  to  the  Board  the  number  he  thinks 
the  house  can  now  contain  with  safety  ; and  I hope  to  induce  the  Guardians  to 
resolve  upon  the  number,  at  which  tire  workhouse  and  its  auxiliaries  shall  be 
considered  full. 

The  clothing  for  the  paupers  is  both  scanty  and  bad,  and  I have  directed  the 
master  to  make  a report  of  what  he  thinks  is  required.  The  water  for  the  use  of 
the  workhouse  -is  costing  weekly  rather  a large  sum  in  carriage ; and  some  time 
since  I forwarded  a plan  for  conveying  the  water  from  the  roof  of  the  house  to  the 
tanks,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners’  architect,  but  have  not  yet 
received  a reply. 
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I shall  not  be  able  in  future,  to  attend  so  constantly  to  the  workhouse  or  the 
meetings  of  the  Guardians,  as  I shall  be  greatly  occupied  with  the  rationing  of 
children  in  the  schools ; and  if  my  constant  attention  were  not  directed  to  that,  I 
fear  that  abuse  would  exist  to  a considerable  extent.  The  power  to  ration  children, 
and  the  means  afforded  me,  have  had  considerable  influence  on  the  Guardians  in 
conducing  to  a better  order  of  things,  as  I refused  to  commence  till  they  had  done 
their  part  in  taking  depots  for  the  relieving  officers,  and  made  the  preliminary 
arrangements  contemplated  by  the  Poor  Law  Extension  Act ; and  the  commence- 
ment of  both  systems  together  has  been  attended  with  satisfactory  results.  This 
week,  the  greater  portion  of  the  Union  will  be  in  receipt  of  rations  for  schools,  and 
I hope  the  whole,  next  week. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  20,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  in  which  you  state  that  the 
workhouse  is  becoming  overcrowded,  I am  to  state  that  on  receiving  the  medical 
officers  report,  and  your  own  views  ou  the  subject,  the  Commissioners  will  be 
prepared  to  fix  a maximum  number  for  each  building  by  a sealed  order.  They 
are  desirous  of  doing  this  in  every  case  ; and  they  will  thank  you  to  report  to  them 
after  receiving  the  medical  officer’s  report,  and  alter  conference  with  the  Guardians, 
the  estimated  extent  of  accommodation  afforded  by 

1.  The  oi'iginal  building. 

2.  Additional  accommodation  provided  therein. 

3.  Detached  sheds  or  temporary  buildings  on  the  workhouse  site. 

4.  Permanent  fever  hospital. 

5.  Other  buildings  not  on  workhouse  site. 

The  Commissioners  rely  upon  your  attending  the  Board  of  Guardians  as  fre- 
quently as  possible,  and  they  trust  you  will  not  allow'  the  distribution  of  relief 
afforded  by  the  British  Association  so  far  to  engross  your  attention  as  to  prejudice 
the  due  supervision  and  inspection  of  the  ordinary  affairs  of  the  Union,  which  the 
Commissioners  consider  to  be  your  primary  duty.  The  Commissioners  will  call 
their  architect’s  attention  to  the  plan  for  conveying  w’ater  from  the  roof  of  the 
workhouse. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  21,  184S. 

I attended  the  first  Wednesday’s  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  upon 
the  19th  instant.  Their  minutes  will  show  that  according  to  my  instructions,  the 
master  sent  in  a report  of  the  clothing  necessary,  not  alone  for  the  present  inmates, 
but  for  the  increase  that  we  are  sure  to  have  the  moment  the  auxiliary  workhouse 
shall  be  prepared  to  receive  them. 

On  Wednesday,  there  were  750  on  the  workhouse  books,  which  deducting  92 
that  are  in  the  temporary  school-house,  left  658  domiciled  in  the  workhouse  itself ; 
and  much  as  I wished  them  to  give  admission  to  numbers  of  miserable  applicants, 
I was  obliged  to  represent  to  the  Guardians  the  necessity  of  refusing  further  admis- 
sions, in  the  present  state  of  the  house.  I have  requested  the  medical  officer  to 
report  on  Saturday,  for  the  information  of  the  Board,  the  number  he  thinks  the 
house  can  contain  without  danger  of  disease,  or  of  spreading  what  may  exist. 

I am  happy  to  state  that  the  mortality  is  greatly  checked,  since  the  change  of 
diet.  A fortnight  since  we  had  12  and  15  deaths  a-week — now  they  are  but  two. 
The  alteration  to  a bread  diet  has  produced  this  improvement ; and  yet,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  medical  officer,  I was  for  weeks  urging  the  propriety  and  humanity  of 
it  before  it  was  adopted. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Union,  the  outlay  for  clothing  will 
be  severely  felt : it  would  be  a great  matter  if  anything  could  be  done  to  assist  in 
this  respect. 


The  Commissioners  to  Sir  R.  Routh  : — January  25,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  tlie  enclosed  extract 
from  a report  which  they  have  received  from  Mr.  D’Arcy,  the  Temporary  In- 
spector in  charge  of  the  Ballyskannon  Union,  in  which  he  refers  to  the  clothing 
requisite  for  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse ; and  in  reference  thereto,  I am  to 

H 


Ballyshannon 

Union. 
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BalgSo“n0n  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  the  Commissioners  whether  there  are 

any  articles  of  old  military  clothing  and  bedding  in  store,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

Ballyshnnon,  which  could  be  made  available  for  the  purposes  of  the  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  D’Arcy  January  25,  1843. 

With  regard  to  your  remark,  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  liabilities 
of  the  Union,  the  outlay  for  clothing  will  be  severely  felt,  I am  to  inform  you  that 
the  Commissioners  have  forwarded  your  observations  to  Sir  R.  Routh,  and  have 
requested  him  to  inform  them  whether  there  are  any  articles  of  old  military 
clothing  and  bedding  in  store,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ballyshannon,  which  could 
he  made  available  for  the  purposes  of  the  Union. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  25,  1848. 

I deferred  reporting  .upon  the  proceedings  of  the  Guardians  at  their  ordi- 
nary meeting  held  the  22nd  instant,  that  I might  combine  my  report  of  that  and 
the  special  meeting  held  Monday,  the  24th. 

Mr.  Otway  attended  on  Saturday,  and  afforded  the  Guardians  many  valuable 
suggestions ; and  his  advice  and  assistance  to  me  were  most  useful,  not  alone 
as  regarded  that  particular  day,  but  with  a view  to  the  future  management  of 

e Union  and  workhouse.  A plan  he  laid  down  for  the  increase  of  the  work- 
house  accommodation  at  a small  expense,  by  throwing  a roof  over  the  small 
resoh  d 01Din^  ^ entlanCe’  and  bellincl  tlle  porter’s  lodge,  was  unanimously 

The  Guardians  went  through  the  cases  eligible  for  out-door  relief,  and  ordered 
the  discharge  of  50  persons.  Many  cases  came  before  the  Board  of  people  who 
had  sought  admittance,  evidently  with  the  hope  of  immediate  discharge,  that  were 
refused  ; and  some  have  since  left  the  house  in  consequence,  which  confirms  me  in 
the  opinion  that  although  very  great  distress  exists,  still  the  present  pressure  on 
the  workhouse  exceeds  the  necessity,  and  is  induced  in  the  hope  of  an  out-door 
allowance.  On  Monday  evening,  having  remained  to  see  the  worst  cases  o-et 
admission,  this  fact  was  proved  to  demonstration.  I stated  to  the  paupers  that  I 
trusted  they  had  not  sought  admission  in  the  expectation  of  being  put  out  shortly  on 
allowances,  and  that  if  so  they  were  mistaken,  as  an  additional  house  had  been 
taken,  and  that  the  workhouse  was  to  be  enlarged,  so  that  they  should  remain  in- 
mates of  one  or  other  of  these  houses.  Upon  this  a woman  with  five  children,  who 
had  been  most  clamorous  for  admittance,  at  once  left  the  house,  and  six  others 
followed  her  example  ; and  I am  satisfied  did  the  Union  possess  workhouse 
accommodation  for  a couple  of  thousand  persons,  that  its  expenditure  would  be 
Jessened  by  one-lialf  at  least. 

On  Monday,  the  24th  instant,  four  of  the  relieving  officers  were  in  with  their 
books  ; and  the  Guardians,  though  they  sat  from  11  a.m.  till  6 p.m.,  could  not 
complete  their  decisions.  I recommended  an  adjourned  meeting  to  this  day  • and 
I trust  that  by  the  ordinary  meeting  on  Wednesday  all  the  work  done  since  the 
commencement  of  the  relieving  officers’  labours,  will  appear  on  the  minutes,  and  be 
transmitted  to  the  Commissioners. 

I strongly  recommended  the  Guardians  to  adopt  the  system  of  giving  food  in  place 
ot  money,  as  X think  the  pressure  would  be  thus  much  relieved ; but  they  fear  the 
expense  of  an  increased  staff.  ’ 

I shall  wait  for  a short  time  longer  to  see  whether  or  not  the  pressure  may 
become  less,  and  the  Guardians,  from  increased  practice,  more  competent  to  dis- 
charge the  serious  duties  that  devolve  upon  them ; but  if  matters  should  continue 
Lpres!-nt’  ^ 'vlll,becoT  n,y  du‘y t0  report  the  necessity  of  their  dismissal.  At 
endeavo?  r ?i  am  boVnd  “ “ndour  to  say,  that  they  are  much  more  willing  to 
as  a body  t0  d°  ®elr  duty  n0'v  tllan  tbey  have  beeni  bat  1 fear  their  inability 

tbeTfcLT°lS0"5  °f‘li5  UnioB  was  originally  built  to  contain  500  paupers,  and 
the  fever  sheds  50.  The  medical  officer  is  of  opinion  that  the  house  and  sheds  may 
with  safety  accommodate  650.  y 

The  temporary  school-house  taken  for  the  boys,  he  thinks,  may  afford  room  for 
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100,  and  the  auxiliary  workhouse  taken,  but  not  yet  sancfiQned  by  the  Commis-  BaUyshannon 
sioners,  120 ; thus  giving  workhouse  room  for  870’persons  in  all ; and  my  opinion  Union* 
entirely  coincides  with  his. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  28,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  recommendation  to  the  Guardians  that  out-door 
relief  should  be  given  in  food  in  lieu  of  money,  and  to  the  grounds  on  which  the 
Guardians  declined  to  adopt  that  suggestion,  viz,,  the  expense  of  an  increased  staff, 
I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  believe  that  arrangements 
have  been  made  in  other  Unions  for  administering  relief  in  food,  without  any 
increase  in  the  staff  of  relieving  officers.  This  is  done  by  an  arrangement  with 
the  contractors,  who  undertake  to  deliver  the  meal  at  certain  stations ; and  the 
relieving  officer,  instead  of  giving  money,  gives  an  order  on  the  contractor  for  a 
certain  quantity  of  meal.  If,  however,  relief  in  cooked  food  is  contemplated,  the 
case  would  be  different.  However,  the  Commissioners  do  not  lay  down  any  regu- 
lation on  the  subject,  it  being  considered  most  advisable  to  leave  this  point  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  as  is  done  in  England. 

Adverting  to  your  observations  as  to  the  extent  of  accommodation  likely  to  be 
afforded  by  the  workhouse  and  other  additional  buildings  in  the  Union,  I am  to 
inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  propose  to  issue  an  order,  specifying  the  number 
of  persons  that  may  be  accommodated  in  the  workhouse  and  additional  buildings ; 
and  they  will,  before  doing  so,  give  your  observations  in  regard  to  the  numbers  due 
consideration.  They  presume  that  the  auxiliary  workhouse  to  which  you  refer  as 
capable  of  accommodating  120  persons,  is  that  described  in  the  Guardians’ minutes 
of  the  17th  instant  as  Miss  Thompson’s  house,  the  renting  of  which  has  been  this 
day  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners:—  January  28,  184S. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  in  Belleek  division  Mr.  Armstrong, 
receiver  under  the  Courts  over  Major  Bloomfield’s  property,  has  refused  to  pay  the 
rate  lor  the  tenants  under  4/.  rating,  and  also  for  unoccupied  farms  deserted  by  the 
tenants.  1 do  not  know  whether  I am  i*ight  or  not  in  my  opinion,  but  I think  the 
desertion  of  the  lands  by  the  tenants  necessarily  renders  the  landlord  liable.  Surely 
there  must  be  some  owner. 


Reply  to  the  above: — February  1,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  refusal  of  the  receiver  to  pay  for  tenants  under  17. 
annual  value,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  suggest  that  the  attention  of 
the  receiver  should  he  drawn  to  the  order  of  the  Court  of  the  12th  November, 
1845  (a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed),  declaring  it  to  he  the  duty  of  the  receiver  to  pay 
in  such  cases. 

As  regards  the  rate  in  respect  of  farms  which  have  been  deserted  by  the 
tenants,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  observe,  that  the  rate  may  be  recovered  from 
any  subsequent  occupier,  in  accordance  with  the  71st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Act. 


Enclosure. 


November  12,  1845. 


Ordered, — That  in  all  cases  where,  under  the  existing  Poor  Laws,  payment  of  the 
poor’s  rates  devolves  exclusively  on  the  landlord,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Receiver,  Guardian, 
Committee,  or  Sequestrator,  who  shall  be  in  the  receipt  of  the  rents  of  any  landlord  so  liable, 
to  pay  to  the  person  duly  authorized  to  receive  rhe  same,  all  such  poor’s  rates  without  any  rule 
or  order  for  that  purpose. 

William  Henn,  ] 

J.  S.  Townsend,  I ,r  . . n , 

Thomas  Goold,  Masters  111  Chancery. 

E.  Litton,  I 


Edward  B.  Scgden,  C. 
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Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  30,  1848.  ' 

Saturday,  the  27th  instant,  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians for  the  fourth  time  during  the  past  week,  and  have  now  the  honour  to  make 
my  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners. 

The  chief  matters  of  business  that  occupied  the  Guardians  each  day  were,  the 
Application  and  Report  Books  of  the  relieving  officers,  which,  from  the  pressure, 
had  got  into  arrears,  but  now  are,  and  not  without  difficulty,  examined  and 
initialed  by  the  Chairman  up  to  Saturday  last,  on  which  day  I did  not  leave  the 
workhouse  till  seven  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

Room  having  been  provided  on  Wednesday  last,  by  the  immediate  removal  of 
paupers  into  the  auxiliary  workhouse,  which  was  done  upon  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Otway  (although  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  had  not  been  received)  ; 
the  pressure  for  relief  has  greatly  diminished,  as  numbers  most  urgent  in  their 
demands  for  it,  having  been  offered  the  workhouse,  refused  to  accept  it. 

The  Guardians  I found  could  scarcely  get  through  the  heavy  labour  latterly 
imposed  upon  them;  and  I have  recommended  that  they  should  meet  on  Friday, 
as  well  as  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  in  each  week,  whilst  the  pressure  lasts  ; and 
they  have  adopted  my  suggestion,  and  will  do  so  in  future. 

An  assistant  to  the  master  (Sergeant  Healy)  was  chosen  by  the  Guardians  tem- 
porarily on  Wednesday ; and  they  proposed,  and  advertised  so  to  do,  to  proceed 
to  an  election  on  Saturday  the  29th  instant,  of  a person  to  fill  that  situation 
permanently ; but  no  one  at  all  eligible  having  offered,  it  was  agreed  that  he 
should  be  continued  for  the  present.  He  was  colour-sergeant  in  the  64th 
Regiment,  has  received  the  highest  character,  and  seems  a very  steady  respectable 
man. 

The  collection  of  rate  has,  up  to  this,  progressed  very  fairly ; and  a sum  greater 
than  I some  time  since  anticipated  is  collected  weekly ; and  if  the  proceeding  of 
collectors  and  Guardians  of  this  Union  heretofore  in  that  respect  is  contrasted 
with  the  present,  it  will  exhibit  a very  remarkable  difference.  The  first  payment 
of  the  new  rate  was  made  on  the  18th  of  December,  1847 ; and  up  to  the  29th 
instant,  a sum  of  2,997£.  7s.  3 cl.  has  been  paid  to  the  treasurer.  I have  used 
every  means  in  my  power  to  stimulate  collectors,  and  am  almost  daily  in  personal 
communication  with  one  or  more  of  them,  and  urgently  impress  the  necessity  of 
energy  and  activity  in  their  collection.  Had  the  system  hitherto  pursued  in  this 
Union  been  followed,  that  is  to  say,  to  serve  a six  days’  notice,  and  then  proceed 
by  summons,  I am  convinced  one-half  of  the  sum  received  would  not  have  been 
made  available,  as  three  weeks,  or  perhaps  more,  would  have  elapsed  in  that  way 
before  a collector  could  compel  payment. 

F rom  the  commencement,  I directed  the  collectors  to  drive  on  their  warrants  in 
the  electoral  division  of  Belleek.  On  one  occasion,  having  found  that  the  collector 
had  applied  for  26  summonses,  I at  once  directed  him  to  countermand  them  and 
drive,  which  he  did ; and  the  result  not  alone  in  that,  but  in  the  other  divisions, 
has  fully  answered  my  expectations. 
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Glenties  Union. 

GLENTIES  UNION.  — 

Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners: — November  22,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a letter  from  James 
Hamilton,  Esq.,  of  F intown,  regarding  a rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound  which  has 
been  struck  in  his  electoral  division,  as  well  as  in  all  the  other  electoral 
divisions  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Hamilton’s  statement  with  respect  to  his  supporting  his  own  electoral 
division  all  last  year,  is  quite  correct  •,  and  I also  know  that  he  has  employed, 
and  is  still  employing,  all  the  able-bodied  labourers  on  his  property  in  the 
Fintown  electoral  division. 

I have  further  to  state,  that  I have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Hamilton  would  support 
his  own  electoral  division  this  winter  if  a rate  were  not  exacted  from  him. 
v Enclosure. 

Mr.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  19,  1847. 

I find  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  (Glenties)  Union  has  resolved  on  making  a 
rate  of  3j.  in  the  pound  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  out-door  relief  over  the  entire  Union.  ° I 
represented  to  them  that,  during  the  last  year,  I had  allowed  no  rate  to  be  made  for  out-door 
relief  under  the  Temporary  Act,  as  I had  kept  the  division  up  by  employing  a great  number 
of  persons  by  my  own  means,  and  by  money  raised  from  the  Board  of  Works  under  the 
Treasury  Minute,  ahd  now  carrying  on  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act,  and  that  I 
intended  to  do  so  this  year  too,  and  that  I was  at  present  engaged  in  laying  out  work  for  the 
winter,  to  commence  almost  immediately.  The  rate  of  3s.  would  oblige  me  to  reduce  my 
number  of  men,  as  I have  to  pay  nearly  the  entire  rate  myself,  on  account  of  the  most  of  the 
occupiers  being  under  4 1.  They  agreed  fully  that  it  would  be  a hard  case,  as  they  fully 
admitted  the  truth  of  my  statements,  and  their  belief  that  it  would  not  be  required,  but  said 
that  directions  had  been  received  to  strike  the  rate,  and  it  must  be  done,  but  begged  me  to 
refer  the  case  to  you.  I should  wish  to  have  no  rate  struck  ; and  I think.  Gentlemen,  you 
will  allow  the  Guardians  to  exercise  their  discretion  in  striking  a rate  on  the  Fintown  division. 

I forward  this  through  Captain  O'Neill,  your  Inspector,  who  will  add  any  remarks  he  may 
think  proper,  and  hope  you  will  excuse  my  troubling  you  about  this. 


Reply  to  the  above: — November  24,  1S47. 

I am  to  state  that  a 3s.  rate  ought  not  to  be  made  in  the  electoral 
division  adverted  to,  if  it  is  not  required  either  for  the  repayment  of  Govern- 
ment advances  or  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  in  the  division. 

The  Commissioners  have  written  to  this  effect  to  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
and  have  forwarded  a copy  of  Mr.  Hamilton’s  letter  to  them. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners: — November  27,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  Mr.  Cumming,  Commissariat  Clerk  at  Killybegs,  came  here  on  Monday 
last,  the  22nd  instant,  and  told  me  it  was  the  intention  of  Government  to  build 
an  oven  in  the  workhouse  for  the  purpose  of  baking  bread  for  that  establish- 
ment, and  also  to  supply  those  who  will  become  entitled  to  out-door  relief.  I 
fully  concur  in  opinion,  that  this  would  he  a most  excellent  plan  to  adopt,  but 
I could  not  give  my  sanction  to  such  proceedings  without  an  order  to  that  effect 
from  the  Commissioners,  as  it  might  invalidate  the  insurance  on  the  workhouse. 
May  I,  therefore,  request  the  Commissioners  will  furnish  me  with  instructions 
on  the  subject. 

I beg  also  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  necessity  of 
erecting  ovens  in  different  parts  of  this  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  administering 
cooked  food,  in  the  shape  of  bread,  to  those  paupers  entitled  to  out-door  relief) 
as  I am  convinced  it  would  be  a great  saving  to  the  Union ; in  the  mean  time 
the  Board  of  Guardians  have  resolved  to  issue  meal,  and  have  for  that  purpose 
selected  different  places  throughout  the  Union  for  stores.  The  rate  of  relief 
generally,  is  six  pounds  of  meal  in  the  week  to  full  grown  persons  above  15 
years  of  age,  and  from  eight  to  twelve  ounces  daily  to  those  under  that  age. 

As  I have  received  instructions  from  Count  de  Strzelecki,  agent  to  the 
British  Association,  to  establish  a bakery  here,  as  a model  one,  for  the  purpose 
of  issuing  rations  to  the  children  belonging  to  the  different  schools  in  this 
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locality,  I have  engaged  with  a regular  baker  in  this  village,  who  has  a very 
good  oven,  and  has  undertaken  to  supply  fuel,  baking  utensils,  a good  store 
for  the  bread,  and  to  bake  himself,  and  also  to  give  instructions  to  any  number 
of  women  from  the  different  electoral  divisions  whom  I may  order  in  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  art  of  baking,  and  who  will  be  ready  to  undertake 
a bakery  in  those  divisions  where  an  oven  may  be  established ; so  that  there 
will  be  a sufficient  number  of  women  ready  trained  to  commence  operations  as 
soon  as  the  ovens  are  erected. 

The  Guardians  have  also  passed  a resolution  to  advertise  for  contracts  for 
meaf  to  supply  the  out-door  relief  for  six  or  nine  months ; also  for  a supply  of 
clothing.  This  last-mentioned  article,  I fear,  will  press  very  hard  upon  this 
poor  Union ; and  I should  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Commissioners,  (if  it 
were  possible,)  that  Government  would  grant  a supply  as  the  inmates  of  the 
workhouse  are  very  badly  off,  for  that  necessary  article,  particularly  now  on 
the  approach  of  winter,  and  I fear  all  the  rates  that  will  be  collected  will 
scarcely  be  sufficient  to  support  the  demand  for  out  and  in-door  relief. 

I beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners,  to  the  apathy  that  is 
apparent  in  this  Union  as  regards  the  cultivation  of  the  land.  There  is  not  one 
farmer  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  this  district,  that  is  employed  draining, 
trenching,  or  subsoiling  his  farm  ; all  is  left  until  the  spring  of  the  year.  No 
preparations  are  making  in  any  one  place,  even  with  those  who  are  able  to  do 
so,  and  the  people  appear  to  be  lazy,  idle  beggars,  all  looking  forward  to  some 
assistance  from  Government  or  some  benevolent  society  or  association. 

I respectfully  beg  to  point  out  to  the  Commissioners  the  necessity  of  sending 
a good  practical  agriculturist  through  this  Union,  to  point  out  the  manner  that 
the  farmers  should  proceed  in,  and  also  to  hold  meetings  for  the  purpose  of 
delivering  lectures  to  them  on  an  improved  system  of  cultivation ; for,  as  I have 
already  said,  there  is  not  the  slightest  attempt  in  any  part  of  this  Union  to 
dram,  trench,  or  subsoil  the  land,  and  from  every  inquiry  that  I have  made, 
it  appears  that  the  farmers  in  this  district  never  attempt  to  do  anything  to  their 
land  until  the  months  of  March  or  April. 

There  are  constant  applications  for  admission  into  the  workhouse  from 
wromen  with  large  families  of  children,  whose  husbands  have  deserted  them 
and  gone  to  Scotland  or  elsewhere,  which  will  be  seen  from  the  fact,  that  out 
of  500  at  present  in  that  establishment  there  are  only  44  able-bodied  men 
above  15  years  of  age  in  the  house.  As  an  instance  of  the  tricks  that  are 
practised,  on  Friday,  the  19th  instant,  a woman,  of  the  name  of  MTIales, 
applied  for  admission,  alleging  that  her  husband  had  gone  to  Scotland ; but  I 
caused  her  to  be  rejected,  haying  heard  that  he  had  been  seen  two  or  three 
days  before  in  this  town  begging.  After  the  Board  had  broken  up,  this  same 
woman  came  forward  with  her  husband  and  demanded  admittance,  which  was 
granted  by  the  master.  The  fact  was  the  husband  of  this  woman  was  skulking 
behmcl  the  -walls  of  the  house  in  the  dark,  and  when  he  found  that  his  wife 
would  not  be  taken  in  without  himself  he  then  came  forward. 

It  is  a singular  fact,  that  notwithstanding  the  alleged  poverty  of  the  island  of 
Arranmore,  there  have  been  but  few  instances  of  admission  into  the  workhouse, 
since  the  relieving  officers  have  commenced  taking  down  the  names  of  appli- 
cants lor  out-door  relief ; and  the  way  I account  for  this  is,  that  most  of  the 
pool  on  this  island  hold  some  land,  and  many  of  them  are  begging  all  over  the 
country.  There  are,  however,  a great  number  of  women  and  children  in  the 
workhouse  belonging  to  that  island  whose  husbands  have  deserted  them  and 
gone  to  Scotland.  Those,  at  present,  have  been  admitted  some  time  ago. 

. ^ b.eg  leave  to  suggest  to  the  Commissioners  the  propriety  of  employing  the 
girls  in  the  workhouse.  This  could  be  done  by  allowing  a teacher  of°  em- 
broidery to  be  employed,  and  in  the  course  of  three  months,  a girl  could  be 
taught  to  embroider  sufficiently  well  that  she  could  earn  6d.  per  diem.  I 
would  propose,  when  a girl  could  earn  a livelihood  in  this  way,  that  she 
should  be  discharged  from  the  workhouse  at  once.  I do  not,  by  any  means 
propose,  that  any  of  this  work  should  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the 
house  or  its  inmates,  but  merely  to  instruct  the  children  in  some  useful  em- 
ployment. 

I know  there  is  a commercial  gentleman  in  Killyhegs  who  has  got  up  a number 
of  those  schools,  and  I have  heard  that  he  offered,  some  time  ago,  to  send  a 
teacher  to  the  workhouse  gratuitously  to  instruct  the  children  there.  I do  not 
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know  this  gentleman’s  name,  hut  should  the  Commissi  oners  be  disjiosed  to  allow  Plenties  Union, 
such  instructions  to  take  place  in  the  house,  I shall  make  every  inquiry  into 
the  matter. 

I think  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  bring  up  the  children  in  the  work- 
house,  so  that  they  might  be  able  to  earn  their  bread  as  servants,  or  in  some 
sort  of  useful  employment ; but  the  system  of  education  that  children  get  in 
a workhouse  (at  least  in  the  Glenties)  is  not  of  that  description  that  qualifies 
them  for  any  sort  of  domestic  work. 

It  is  only  lately  that  six  wheels  were  introduced  into  the  Glenties  workhouse 
to  spin  wool,  and  those  employed  at  this  work  are  only  a few  of  the  able- 
bodied  women.  There  is  a great  field  for  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied 
of  both  sexes,  but  the  Union  is  so  wretchedly  poor,'  there  are  no  funds  avail- 
able to  purchase  the  necessary  articles  to  set  the  paupers  to  work. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  have  given  instructions  to  their  attorney  to  take 
legal  proceedings  against  the  Marquis  of  Conyngham,  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Laputa, 
and  others,  to  pay  up  a disputed  rate  amounting  in  all  to  92/.  When  this  is 
recovered  it  will  only  leave  253/.  of  an  uncollected  rate,  which  is  a very  small 
sum,  when  it  is  considered  that  this  is  one  of  the  poorest  Unions  in  Ireland, 
with  a great  amount  of  destitution  existing  all  over  it.  The  collector  has  told 
me  that  he  expects  to  collect  all  the  old  rates  very  shortly,  and  that  he  does 
not  think  there  will  be  more  than  20/.  deficient. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  2,  1847. 

In  reference  to  the  erection  of  ovens,  I am  directed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners to  state  that  they  approve  of  the  erection  of  ovens  in  different  parts 
of  the  Union,  and  also  on  the  vrorkhouse  premises,  if  a convenient  spot  for  the 
purpose  can  be  selected.  The  Commissioners  will  request  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Wilkinson  on  the  latter  point ; but  at  any  rate  they  would  not  object  to  an  oven 
in  Glenties.  detached  from  the  workhouse,  for  the  purpose  of  out-door  relief, 
under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

With  reference  to  your  recommendation  of  a grant  of  clothing,  I am  to 
request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  procure,  and  foiward  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, a statement  of  the  clothing  required. 

The  Commissioners  will  forward  your  remarks  respecting  the  neglect  of 
cultivation,  and  the  wrant  of  a practical  agriculturist  in  the  Union,  to  the 
Agricultural  Improvement  Society  of  Ireland. 

Your  statement  respecting  the  woman  who  first  professed  to  be  deserted  by 
her  husband,  and  who  afterwards,  when  refused  out-door  relief,  came  with  her 
husband  into  the  workhouse,  shows  the  importance  of  adhering  strictly  to  the 
rule  of  granting  relief  to  deserted  wives  in  the  workhouse  only. 

The  Commissioners  have  no  objection  to  the  instruction  of  the  workhouse 
children  in  embroidery,  if  there  is  a steady  market  in  Glenties  Union,  or  its 
neighbourhood,  for  females  engaged  in  this  occupation,  otherwise  the  Commis- 
sioners would  prefer  that  the  children  should  be  instructed  in  some  industrial 
pursuit,  less  liable  to  the  fluctuations  of  fashion  and  taste  ; hut  they  leave  this 
subject  to  your  discretion  and  the  discretion  of  the  Guardians. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Wilkinson,  Architect  to  the  Commission : — 
December  2,  1 847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  inform  you  that  they  have  re- 
ceived a communication  from  their  Temporary  Inspector,  Captain  O’Neill,  in 
which  he  states  that  he  has  been  informed  by  the  Commissariat  Clerk  at 
Killybegs,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Government  to  build  an  oven  in  the  work- 
house  of  the  Glenties  Union  for  the  purpose  of  baking  bread  for  that  establish- 
ment, and  also  to  supply  those  who  will  be  entitled  to  out-door  relief. 

Captain  O’Neill  approves  of  this  project;  but  he  expresses  apprehension  that 
it  might  invalidate  the  insurance. 

The  Commissioners  have  stated  to  Captain  O’Neill  that  they  approve  of  the 
erection  of  an  oven  in  the  workhouse,  provided  a convenient  spot  could  be 
selected ; and  on  this  point  the  Commissioners  request  you  will  be  so  good  as 
to  favour  the  Commissioners  with  your  opinion. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


56  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Glenties  Union. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  4,  1847. 

I proceeded  on  Monday  last,  the  29th  ultimo,  to  Killybegs,  Kilcar, 
and  Glencolumbldll,  for  the  purpose  of  making  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the 
different  schools  all  over  this  district  of  country,  so  as  to  be  able  to  make  a 
report  to  the  Commissioners  on  their  actual  state,  and  1 find  the  numbers  now- 
pressing  for  admission  into  the  school-houses,  because  they  have  heard  that 
there  is  gratuitous  relief  about  to  be  administered,  is  fearful. 

I shall  here  give  one  instance  which  will  at  once  prove  to  the  Commissioners 
the  want  of  accommodation. 

I went  into  the  Roxborough-school-house  with  the  Rev.  Edward  Labatt, 
rector  of  the  parish  of  Kilcar.  The  room  was  a small  one,  and  could  accom- 
modate about  90  children.  In  this  I found  174.  The  heat  and  vitiated  air 
were  so  bad  that  I could  not  remain  more  than  a few  minutes  in  it ; I requested 
Mr.  Labatt  would  at  once  give  directions  to  the  schoolmaster  not  to  admit 
more  children  than  the  school-room  was  built  for,  and  to  direct  all  the  children 
who  had  come  merely  for  the  purpose  of  getting  food  to  be  sent  home  until  I 
should  make  a report  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject.  I have  not  as  yet, 
issued  any  gratuitous  relief  from  the  funds  placed  at  my  disposal  by  Count  De 
Strzelecki,  agent  to  the  British  Association ; first,  because  I have  not  got  in 
correct  returns ; and,  secondly,  because  now  that  the  out-door  relief  has  par- 
tially commenced,  I think  it  better  to  have  correct  lists  of  the  probable  num- 
bers that  will  require  relief  before  any  provisions  are  issued ; this  will  check 
fraud. 

I would  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  a barn  or  good  out-house  should  he  hired, 
and  a common  teacher  employed  to  give  instruction  to  those  poor  children  who 
are  both  in  want  of  education  and  food,  as  if  this  class  are  indiscriminately 
admitted  into  the  established  schools,  it  will  be  the  cause  of  driving  the  more 
respectable  description  of  children  out  of  them. 

I shall  make  a report  of  this  to  Count  De  Strzelecki,  should  the  Commis- 
sioners approve  of  it,  with  a view  of  getting  some  funds  placed  either  at  my 
disposal,  or  that  of  some  of  the  clergymen,  to  hire  such  a place  for  the  destitute 
children,  and  also  for  a small  remuneration  for  the  teacher,  and  to  buy  books. 

The  out-door  relief  has  partially  commenced,  but  from  the  difficulty  of 
getting  the  meal  carted  over  bad  roads  to  the  different  stores  which  have  been 
taken,  and  the  contract  for  supplying  the  meal  for  the  above  purpose  not  being 
yet  complete,  it  was  found  impossible  to  carry  that  measure  out  all  over  the 
Union  at  the  same  time ; but  I am  in  hopes  that  we  shall  be  able  to  relieve  all 
those  on  the  relieving  officers’  books,  by  Monday  next  the  6th  instant. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  on  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers  for  out- 
door relief  up  to  Friday  the  3rd  December : — 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Relieving  Officers. 

Number  of 
Persons  entitled 
to  Out-door 
Relief. 

Ardare 1 

[ 

164 

and  > 

John  O’Donnell  . . .< 

Menavellv J 

1 

107 

Lettermacward  . . .j 

6 

and  > 

Anthonv  Hanlon  . . .< 

1 

8 

Rutland j 

f 

13 

and  l 

John  Boyle  . . . .< 

Mullaghdug  . . .J 

i 

2 

Derrvloughan  . . . . j 

| 

74 

and  > 

Hugh  O’Donnell  . . .< 

Fintown J 

1 

Nil. 

Glenties 1 

f 

104 

and  1 

Carroll  Mullov  . . .< 

Navan ] 

1 

221 

Kilcar 1 

105 

and  1 

James  Hagerty  . . .< 

Malinbeg ■ 

1 

31 

Killybegs 

James  Cunner  .... 

127 

Total 

962 
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It  will  be  seen  that  during  tlie  first  week,  962  are  actually  returned  for  out- 
door relief,  and  from  what  the  relieving  officers  have  stated  I think  this 
number  will  be  very  much  increased,  as  many  are  anxious  to  get  meal  who 
would  not  be  so  urgent  if  cooked  food  were  established. 

Hence  I think  it  ovens  were  erected,  and  good  wholesome  brown  bread 
issued,  the  number  of  applicants  would  decrease  considerably. 

I beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  number  of  stores 
which  the  Guardians  have  established,  at  an  expense  of  six  pounds  a-year  for 
each. 

A store  has  been  taken  at  Kilcar,  another  at  Carrick,  and  one  in  Glenco- 
lumbkill ; the  two  former  places  are  within  three  miles  of  each  other,  whereas, 
in  my  opinion,  the  one  at  Carrick  would  do  for  the  electoral  divisions  of  Kilcar 
and  Glencolumbkill,  thereby  causing  a saving  to  those  two  electoral  divisions 
of  12/.  a year  for  two  stores,  viz.,  the  one  at  Kilcar  and  the  other  at  Glenco- 
lumbkill. There  are  also  two  stores  taken  in  the  electoral  division  of  Killy- 
begs,  within  four  miles  of  each  other,  whereas  I think  one  would  do  (at  Killy- 
begs  town),  where  there  are  police  to  protect  it  in  case  of  an  attempt  at  robbery. 
The  reasons  assigned  by  the  Guardians  for  establishing  so  many  stores  is,  that 
the  people  would  have  too  far  to  come  for  their  provisions ; but  when  this 
very  well  known  fact  is  considered,  that  several  of  them  have  gone  five 
and  six  miles  out  of  their  way  when  they  wanted  to  buy  a peck  of  meal,  to  save 
two  pence,  I do  not  think  it  any  hardship  for  them  to  travel  eight  or  even  nine 
miles,  to  get  a week’s  provisions  at  once.  As  an  instance,  when  cooked  food 
was  issued  last  summer  I knew  a man  who  came  seven  miles  every  day  for  one 
quart  of  stirabout,  and  he  was  very  thankful  to  get  it;  and  this  same  man 
returned  home  every  day.  Besides,  there  are  but  very  few  of  them  that  would 
have  to  travel  one  quarter  that  distance,  and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  in  a poor 
district  like  this,  that  stores  can  be  made  available  for  all  the  paupers  who  are 
spread  over  a wild  mountainous  district. 

I should  therefore  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Commissioners,  to  allow  only 
one  store  for  every  two  electoral  divisions,  and  that  to  be  placed  in  the  most 
central  part,  and  as  near  a police  station  as  possible. 

There  have  only  been  eight  additional  able-bodied  men  admitted  into  the 
workhouse  during  the  last  week ; but  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  get  them  to 
give  up  their  small  farms  of  land,  although  they  have  not  a particle  of  any  sort 
of  crop  to  support  them,  nor  are  they  able  to  pay  rent  or  supply  themselves 
with  food  from  the  land  they  hold.  I must  confess  I never  met  with  a more 
lazy,  idle,  lying  set  of  people  than  the  generality  of  the  lower  orders  in  this 
Union.  Their  wants  are  but  few,  and  if  they  can  eke  out  the  most  miserable 
existence  they  would  prefer  it  to  working  for  a fair  day’s  wages  and  a sufficiency 
of  food. 

I have  made  inquiry  from  Mr.  Russell,  agent  to  the  Marquis  of  Conyngham, 
relative  to  the  piece  of  land  to  the  westward  of  the  workhouse  for  the  fever 
hospital.  Mr.  Russell  told  me  that  he  was  prepared  to  grant  a lease  of  6 1 years, 
which  was  the  utmost  he  could  do,  or  sell  at  25  years’  purchase  at  10s.  an  acre. 
Mr.  Hill,  who  is  in  possession  of  this  land,  has  offered  to  take  40 1.  for  his  good- 
will of  it.  I should  recommend  that  preparations  be  at  once  made  to  com- 
mence the  hospital,  as  it  is  very  much  wanted  from  the  many  cases  of  fever 
that  axe  constantly  taking  place,  which  endanger  the  health  of  the  inmates  of 
the  house. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  9,  1847. 

In  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  the  relief 
afforded  by  the  British  Association  to  children  attending  schools  in  the  Union, 
I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  relief  should  be  given 
to  the  utmost  reasonable  extent  to  children  in  the  Union;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  as  the  expenditure  of  the  funds  is  not  under  the  control  of  the  Guardians, 
the  Commissioners  do  not  deem  it  within  their  province  as  a public  Board  to 
offer  any  opinion  on  the  regulations,  as  long  as  they  do  not  interfere  with  the 
proper  working  of  the  New  Irish  Poor  Law. 

The  Commissioners  will  communicate  with  the  Guardians  on  the  subject  of 
the  stores  adverted  to  in  your  report. 


Glenties  Union. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Guardians  of  Glenties  Union: — 
December  9,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  Glenties  Union,  that  they  have  received  a report  from 
Captain  O’Neill,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  in  which  he  states  that  a 
provision  store  has  been  taken  in  each  of  the  electoral  divisions  of  Kilcar, 
Carrick,  and  Glencolumbkill,  and  suggests  that,  in  consequence  of  their  proxi- 
mity to  each  other,  the  store  at  Carrick  would  answer  for  the  three  electoral 
divisions.  He  also  states  that  two  stores  have  been  taken  for  the  Killybegs 
electoral  division,  and  that,  as  these  stores  are  only  four  miles  distant  from 
each  other,  he  considers  that  one  store  at  Killybegs,  where  there  are  police  to 
protect  it,  would  be  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  electoral  division.  The 
Commissioners  concur  in  this  view,  and  they  think  that  one  store  for  two 
electoral  divisions  would  be  found  amply  sufficient;  the  store  to  be  placed  in 
the  most  central  part,  and  as  near  a police  station  as  possible.  The  Commis- 
sioners believe  that  the  adoption  of  this  suggestion  would  not  render  it  neces- 
sary for  the  people  to  proceed  any  inconvenient  distance  weekly,  in  order  to 
obtain  out-door  relief;  and  the  Commissioners  think,  therefore,  that  they  would 
not  be  justified  in  sanctioning  a larger  number  of  stores  than  above  stated. 
They  request,  however,  to  be  furnished  with  the  views  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
on  the  subject. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners: — December  11,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners 
that  yesterday,  Friday,  being  the  Board-day,  tenders  were  received  for  supply- 
ing Indian  meal  for  the  out-door  relief,  when  Mr.  M'Devitt,  of  this  town,  get 
the  contract  at  14/.  per  ton  for  six  months,  to  supply  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Narin,  Derryloughan,  and  Glenties.  The  former  contractor  would  not  under- 
take to  supply  Indian  meal  for  any  part  of  the  Union  under  15/.  per  ton,  there- 
fore he  was,  as  a matter  of  course,  rejected. 

It  would  be  most  desirable  if  the  Commissariat  at  Killybegs  would  undertake 
to  supply  the  workhouse  at  the  market  price  of  the  day,  as  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible^ to  get  any  of  the  merchants  to  contract  on  moderate  terms ; from  the 
credit  of  this  Union  being  so  bad,  and  from  the  contractors’  fear  of  having  to 
be  out  of  their  money  so  long. 

Indian  meal  is  now  selling  at  Derry,  40  miles  from  this,  at  10/.  10.?.  per  ton, 
still  the  Guardians  cannot  get  a contract  under  14/.,  but  then  the  carriage  from 
Derry  to  this  place  would  be  2/.  per  ton. 

The  market  town  of  Ballybofey,  19  miles  from  this,  is  reckoned  one  of 
the  cheapest  m this  part  of  the  country,  and  the  Indian  meal  was'selling  there 
within  this  last  few  days,  at  1 1/.  per  ton,  and  10.?.  per  ton  cartage  to  this  place. 

The  contract  entered  into  with  Mr.  M'Devitt  is  conditional  (that  is)  in  case 
the  Commissariat  department  at  Killybegs  would  undertake  to  supply  what 
would  be  required  for  out-door  relief,  the  engagement  with  him  at  once  ceases. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  applicants  for  out-door  relief  is  rapidly  in- 
creasing. Since  last  week,  287  have  been  taken  on  the  relieving  officer’s  books, 
and  several  of  them  told  me  that  this  number  would  in  many  electoral  divisions 
be  double  next  week.  The  following  are  the  numbers  at  present  on  for  out- 
door relief,  belonging  to  the  different  electoral  divisions  in  the  Union 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Number  receiving 
Out-door  Relief. 

Malinley 

. 118 

Kilcar  .... 

. 124 

Genties 

. 84 

Navan  .... 

. 90 

Derryloughan 

. 79 

Lettermacward 

8 

Dungloe 

. . 16 

Rutland 

. 38 

Mullaghaderg 

. 10 

Ardara 

. 335 

Menavilly 

. 267 

Killybegs  . . ' 

. 48 

Total 

. 1217 
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Number  of  inmates  in  the  Glenties  workhouse  on  Friday  night,  December  Gienties  Union. 
10,  1847 : — J ° — 


Able-bodied  men  above  15  years  . 60 

Able-bodied  women  above  15  years  138 
Boys  under  15  and  above  2 years  . 123 
Girls  under  15  and  above  2 years  . 141 
Infants  under  2 years  ...  10 

Aged  and  infirm  ...  .14 

Sick 14 

Total  . . 500 

Admitted  Friday,  December  10,  1847: — 

Able-bodied  men  . . .10 

Able-bodied  women  ...  6 

Boys  under  15  and  above  2 years  . 8 

Girls  under  15  and  above  2 years  . 7 

Infirm  men  .....  1 

Total  . . 32 


The  pressure  for  out-door  relief  is  now  become  very  great  all  over  the 
Union ; many  able-bodied  men  and  their  families,  who  some  time  ago  would 
not  enter  the  workhouse  when  there  was  room,  are  pressing  for  admission  into 
it,  because  they  find  it  full. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  enclosed  return,  that  there  are  138  able-bodied 
women  in  the  house,  the  greater  part  of  them  have  been  deserted  by  their 
husbands,  who  have  gone  to  Scotland  or  are  begging  about  the  country ; 
whereas  there  are  only  59  able-bodied  men  in  the  house ; now  if  those  women 
who  are  at  present  in  the  workhouse  could  be  got  rid  of  in  any  way,  there 
would  be  a sufficiency  of  room  for  able-bodied  men. 

There  are  also  about  70  orphans  in  the  house,  who  could  be  put  on  the  out- 
door relief,  to  make  room  for  the  able-bodied  men,  if  the  Commissioners  would 
sanction  it.  This  is  the  only  way  that  I can  see  to  meet  the  difficulty,  and  I 
should  feel  obliged  by  the  Commissioners  giving  me  further  instructions  on  the 
subject. 

A resolution  was  passed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  apply  to  the  Commis- 
sioners for  an  Order  under  their  seal,  to  be  permitted  to  administer  relief  out 
of  the  workhouse  to  the  able-bodied,  from  the  number  of  applicants  for  admis- 
sion on  the  last  Board  day. 

This  resolution  I cannot  recommend,  as  I am  sure,  and  indeed  I have  every 
reason  to  suppose,  that  if  there  were  room  in  the  workhouse  not  one  out  of 
every  ten  would  take  advantage  of  it.  Hence  the  necessity  of  having  room  in 
the  house  as  a test  to  the  able-bodied. 

As  an  instance,  an  able-bodied  woman  applied  for  out-door  relief,  but  she 
was  told  it  could  not  be  granted,  as  there  was  room  in  the  house  for  her.  She 
at  once  refused,  saying  that  she  never  was  in  the  workhouse,  and  never  would 
enter  it;  that  there  were  others  getting  out-door  relief  who  were  in  much 
better  circumstances  than  what  she  was,  and  as  she  could  not  get  relief  out  of 
the  house  she  never  would  enter  it. 

Mr.  Quigley,  the  rate  collector,  has  written  a query  for  the  decision  of  the 
Commissioners,  as  to  the  barracks  occupied  by  the  police.  The  premises  are 
rated,  but  the  immediate  lessor  claimed  an  exemption  on  the  plea  that  the 
buildings  are  occupied  by  the  police,  and  therefore  are  not  liable  to  be  rated. 

The  Marquess  of  Conyngham’s  agent,  Mr.  Russell,  has,  on  my  remonstrating 
with  him,  agreed  to  pay  up  the  disputed  arrears  of  rate  amounting  to  67/.,  as 
also  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Laputa,  near  Bally shanon,  11/.  There  remains  now  to  be 
collected  of  the  old  rate,  including  the  above,  320/.  16s.  9c/..  which  the  collector 
expects  to  get  in  immediately. 

The  grounds  about  the  workhouse  being  nothing  but  a swamp  and  bog, 

I have  got  all  the  able-bodied  men  at  work,  draining  and  improving  them ; and 
I expect,  in  the  course  of  the  spring,  to  have  them  all  laid  out  in  good  gardens. 
The  female  yard  was  also  in  a very  bad  state,  from  the  centre  being  higher 
than  that  part  next  the  building,  which  caused  the  house  to  be  flooded  in  wet 
weather.  I haye  got  at  least  from  3 to  4 feet  taken  off,  so  that  there  is  now  a 
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Glenties  Union,  fine  fall  from,  the  building  for  all  the  rain-water  to  run  off.  The  females  are 
employed  knitting  stockings  for  the  use  of  the  house,  and  spinning  wool ; and 
when  some  more  wheels  are  procured,  I think  the  paupers  will  be  able  to 
manufacture  a good  deal  of  their  own  clothing. 

I have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Carr,  who  is  a Guardian,  that,  in  three  town- 
lands,  called  Drumnaho,  in  the  electoral  division  of  Killybegs,  and  belonging 
to  a Mrs.  Skean,  who  lives  at  Bundoran,  near  Ballyshannon,  seven  families 
have  given  up  possession  of  their  farms,  alleging  that  the  rent  was  too  high. 
Last  summer,  the  tenants  onfthis  property  were  receiving  one-sixth  of  the 
gratuitous  relief  which  was  distributed  to  the  Killybeg’s  electoral  division. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  15,  1847. 

With  reference  to  your  suggestion  that  the  Commissariat  at  Killybegs, 
should  undertake  to  supply  the  workhouse  at  the  market  prices  of  the  day,  I am  to 
state  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  know  what  the  Commissariat  arrangements 
are,  in  reference  to  the  Glenties  Union ; but  they  will  forward  an  extract  from 
your  report  to  Sir  Randolph  Routh  for  his  information. 

With  reference  to  your  observations,  as  to  the  pressure  upon  the  workhouse, 
the  request  of  the  Guardians  for  an  order  to  authorize  out-door  relief  under  the 
2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  the  necessity  of  having  room 
in  the  workhouse,  as  a test  for  the  able-bodied,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commis- 
sioners have  given  directions  for  the  preparation  of  an  order  authorizing  out- 
door relief,  in  food,  to  destitute  persons  of  the  following  classes : — 

1.  Widows  with  one  child  dependent  upon  them. 

2.  Children  whose  parents  are  both  dead. 

3.  Able-bodied  men,  one  or  more  members  of  whose  families  dependent 

on  them  for  support,  are  affected  by  severe  sickness,  or  serious 
accident. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that,  if  the  Guardians  remove  from  the  workhouse 
all  the  present  inmates  who  may  be  considered  as  coming  within  either  of  these 
three  descriptions,  and  all  to  whom  out-door  allowances  may  be  legally  given 
under  the  1st  section  of  the  Act,  they  will  have  sufficient  workhouse  accom- 
modation at  their  disposal,  for  the  relief  of  all  the  destitute  able-bodied  poor 
who  will  be  willing  to  accept  relief  in  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  have  not  received  Mr.  Quigley’s  query,  to  which  you 
refer,  as  to  the  rateability  of  police  barracks ; they  may  state  generally,  how- 
ever, that  they  believe,  premises  which  are  occupied  exclusively  as  police  bar- 
racks, are  exempt  from  poor  rate. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Cleric  to  the  Guardians  of  the  Glenties  Union: — 
December  15,  1847. 

Adverting  to  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 
Glenties  Union,  at  their  meeting  on  the  10th  instant,  in  which  they  request  the 
Commissioners  to  issue  an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  they  are  unwilling  to  issue 
such  an  order,  until  it  is  manifest  that  the  relief  of  the  destitute  able-bodied 
cannot  be  otherwise  provided  for,  as  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  issue  of  such 
an  order  would  tend  to  increase  the  burthen  upon  the  industrious  rate-payers 
to  a very  serious  extent.  The  Commissioners  are  therefore  desirous  that  every 
means  should  be  tried,  to  render  the  workhouse  available  for  the  relief  of  all 
the  able-bodied  applicants  for  relief,  and  with  this  view  they  have  directed  that 
an  order  be  prepared,  authorizing  out-door  relief  in  food  to  destitute  persons  of 
the  following  classes : — 

L Widows  with  one  child  dependent  upon  them. 

2.  Children  whose  parents  are  both  dead. 

3.  Able-bodied  men,  one  or  more  members  of  whose  families  dependent 

on  them  for  support,  are  affected  by  severe  sickness,  or  serious 
accident, 

The  Commissioners  request  that  the  Guardians  will  remove  from  the  work- 
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house,  and  grant  out-door  allowances  to  all  the  present  inmates  who  may  be 
considered  as  coming  within  either  of  these  descriptions,  and  all  to  whom  out- 
door allowances  may  legally  be  given  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Act. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  the  adoption  of  this  course  will  place  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  a sufficient  amount  of  workhouse  accom- 
modation for  all  the  destitute  able-bodied  poor  who  may  be  ■willing  to  accept 
relief  in  the  workhouse. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners: — December  18,  1847. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  receiving  out-door  relief,  as  taken  from  the 
relieving  officers’  books  on  the  17th  instant  for  the  several  electoral  divisions, 
viz. : — 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Name  of  Relieving  Officer. 

Numbers 
Relieved 
last  Week. 

Number  of 
Applicants  for 
Relief  in  the 
ensuing  Week. 

Ardara  ....  I 
Menavelly  . . . f 

Lettermacward  . . 1 

Dungloe  ...  . 1 

Derrylouglian  . . 1 

Fentown  . . . . f 

Malinbeg ...  .1 

Kilcar  . . . f 

Rutland  . . . . 1 

Mullagliadery  . . J 

Killibegs  .... 
Navan  . . . . 1 

Glenties  ...  . J 

John  O’Donnell  . . .j 

Anthony  Hanlon  . . . | 

Hugh  O’Donuell  . . .j 

James  Hagarty  . . . j 

John  Boyle  . . . .j 

James  Cunner  ... 
Connel  Mulloy  . . . j 

Total  . . 

29  2 
229 
17 
23 
89 
Nil. 
125 
137 
41 
17 
106 
172 
82- 

145 

49 

50 
45 
20 

44 

11 

23 

62 

IS 

1,330 

467 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  statement  that  the  total  number  at  present 
receiving  out-door  relief  amounts  to  1330,  and  in  the  ensuing  week  this  number 
will  be  increased  by  467  more,  which  will  make  a total  of  1797,  exclusive  of  what 
is  in  the  workhouse,  and  from  what  the  relieving  officers  have  stated  I fear  this 
number  will  very  much  increase  shortly ; but  there  are  numbers  of  women  with 
large  families  whose  husbands  have  deserted  them  in  the  workhouse,  and  I fear 
some  of  this  class  are  getting,  relief  out  of  it,  as  there  is  not  room  in  the  house  for 
the  number  of  applicants,  and  I wish  to  make  the  house  the  test  for  the  able- 
bodied  men. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners: — December  19,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit,  for  your  consideration,  a letter  from 
Mr.  Russell,  agent  to  the  Marquess  of  Conyngham,  relative  to  the  island  of 
Arranmore,  requesting  that  this  island  may  be  made  into  an  electoral  division 
of  itself. 

This  is  a course  I should  strongly  recommend,  as  it  is  the  most  miserable 
and  wretched  part  of  the  electoral  division  it  belongs  to,  and  of  the  whole 
Union,  and  is  at  present  a heavy  burthen  upon  both. 

The  case  is  evidently  different  from  any  application  of  the  kind  that  has 
hitherto  been  made  to  the  Commissioners. 

I understand  that  Mr.  Chorley,  of  Belfast,  who  is  the  person  he  alludes  to, 
intends  building  and  residing  on  the  island,  and  exerting  himself  in  every  way 
to  improve  the  condition  of  the  people. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Russell  to  Captain  O’Neill: — December  10,  1847. 

A capitalist  has  offered  to  purchase  the  island  of  Arranmore  in  Glenties  Union,  and 
purposes  employing  all  the  population  there,  provided  it  can  be  formed  into  an  electoral 
division  of  itself.  I need  not  state  to  you,  who  know  the  condition  of  the  islanders  and  the 
burden  they  are  on  the  electoral  division,  of  which  the  island  at  present  forms  a part,  all 
parties  concerned  are  anxious  that  this  arrangement  should  be  made ; and  by  your  representing 
it  in  the  proper  light  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  have  no  doubt  but  the  request  will  be 
granted. 


Glenties  Union 
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Reply  to  the  above : — December  21,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  an  application  from  Mr.  Chorley  on 
tliis  subject,  and  they  have  requested  the  views  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
thereon.  On  receiving  the  observations  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  Com- 
missioners will  give  the  subject  their  best  consideration. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  24,  1847. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  have  passed  a resolution  to  the  effect  that  the 
Island  of  Arranmore  would  be  made  an  electoral  division  of  itself,  should  the 
Commissioners  be  pleased  to  approve  of  the  same ; and  from  the  want  of  a resi- 
dent landlord  living  in  that  island,  I should  say  it  would  be  the  most  desirable 
to  get  a gentleman  with  capital  to  improve  the  island,  and  give  employment  to 
the  people,  as  there  certainly  are  great  destitution  and  misery  existing  in  it. 

I beg  leave  to  forward  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  marked 
No.  1. 

The  Guardians  have  also  signed  the  collectors’  books  and  the  warrants  for 
collecting  the  rates,  which  I shall  urge  the  collectors  to  get  in  as  fast  as 
possible. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  receiving  out-door  relief  for  the  week  ending 
the  24th  December,  1847 : — • - 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Names  of  the  Relieving 
Officers. 

Number 

receiving 

Relief. 

Numberof 
Applicants 
for  ensuing 
Week. 

Ardare  . . . .1 

f 

305 

16 

and  > 

John  O’Donnell  . . A 

Manavelly  . . . J 

l 

264 

29 

Deiryloughan  . . 1 

1 

109 

4 

and  > 

Hugh  O’Donnell  . . . 

Fintown  . . . .J 

1 

Nil. 

Glenties  . . . .1 

( 

13S 

8 

and  > 

Connel  Molloy  . • .{ 

Navan  . . .J 

1 

236 

33 

Kilcar  . . . . | 

160 

86 

and  f 

James  Hagarty  . . .< 

Malenbeg  . . . J 

1 

116 

59 

Killybegs 

James  Cannea  . .. 

113 

52 

Sellermacaward  . .1 

( 

61 

14 

and  > 

Arthur  Haulon  . . . s 

Dunglae  . . . .J 

l 

65 

53 

Rutland  . . . . ] 

41 

and  } 

John  Boyle  . . . .< 

Mullaghary  . . ,.J 

1 

If 

1,751 

414 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  that  the  numbers  receiving  gratuitous  relief 
are  rapidly  increasing,  as  there  are  1751  now  actually  receiving  out-door  relief, 
and  414  on  the  relieving  officers’  books  for  the  ensuing  week,  showing  an  in- 
crease of  421  since  my  last  report  of  the  18th  instant. 

The  Guardians  have  accepted  tenders  for  the  supply  of  4 71.  worth  of 
clothing  for  the  female  children  belonging  to  the  workhouse,  for  girls’  shifts 
and  frocks. 

In  conclusion  I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
I have  got  all  the  able-bodied  men  employed  in  draining  the  grounds  belonging 
to  the  workhouse,  and  I am  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  have  it  laid  out  in  good 
gardens,  by  the  latter  end  of  April  or  beginning  of  May,  and  to  have  a supply 
of  vegetables  for  the  house,  and  also  to  plant  some  ornamental  shrubs  in  it. 
Mr.  Brady,  the  agriculturist,  has  examined  it,  and  he  highly  approves  of  the 
manner  the  work  is  laid  out  and  executed. 

Enclosure. 

Resolved, — That  in  reply  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  15th  instant,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Chorly’s  letter,  relative  to  having  the  Island  of  Aranmore  made  into  an  electoral 
division,  the  Guardians  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Commissioners  that  they  unanimously  agree 
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t pIa?d  °,f  franmore  made  into  a separate  electoral  division,  as  it  would  be  of  great 
relief  to  the  Rutland  electoral  division,  as  also  to  the  Union  at  lar*e  ° 

rece™dTldslay  fa££“‘  ^ bread  ^ S"”™  be  atkertM  «*■  Tenders  ,o  be 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners: — January  13,  IS43. 

■A  < HAV£  tbe  bonom'  to  State  for  your  information,  that  the  want  of  a 
tf  f !°callty  has  “““d  several  gentlemen  of  this  Union 

to  request  that  I should  he  recommended  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  that 
appointment,  as  there  is  not  a single  magistrate  within  eighteen  miles  of  this 
town,  but  oue  who  lives  upwards  often  miles  from  this. 

Sir  James  Stewart,  Vice-Lieutenant  of  this  county,  has  accordingly  recom- 
Commission : and  I last  night  received  a letter  from  the 
Secietaiy  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  stating  that  his  Lordship  had  given  direc- 
tions  to  have  me  appointed  a magistrate  for  this  county.  I have  therefore  to 
revest  the  Commissioners  will  he  so  kind  as  to  let  me  know  if  theThave Iny 
objection  to  my  accepting  of  such  an  appointment,  which  shall  not  in  any  wav 
intei fere  with  my  duties  as  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector.  5 J’ 

1 beg  leave  to  add  that  the  want  of  a resident  magistrate  in  this  town,  is 
seveiely  felt  by  all  classes  m the  neighbourhood;  and  I should  feel  obliged ’by 
CWdlorPly  113  commumcatlon-  80  that  1 may  give  an  answer  to  th^Lord 


Reply  to  the  above  -.—January  17,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  if  they  had  been  con- 

“ ItT'Tt5'- they  W0UrId  IlaVe  objected  t0  y°ur  being  appointed  resident 
magistiate  w ide  you  were  Inspector  of  the  Glenties  Union,  inasmuch  as  cases 

£fht « y0UV  dUtiCS  “ magiS‘rate  md  InsP“*OT 

,®tiU  the  Co™nlssl™®!'s  do  not  wish  to  interpose,  except  to  state,  that  they 
rely  on  your  not  permitting  the  tmie  which  you  devote  to  the  duties  of  Inspec- 
tor  to  be  curtailed  by  your  new  appointment.  1 


Captain  O’Neill  to  tlie  Commissioners: — January  20,  1848. 

. Hj ^ie  h°nour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th 

instant,  and  I hope  you  are  aware  that  I am  not  to  receive  any  pecuniary 
reward  for  my  services,  should  I be  appointed  a magistrate  for  this  county. 

1 shaU  take  very  good  care  should  such  an  appointment  take  place,  that  it 
Sail  not  m any  way  interfere  with  my  duties  as  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 
My  only  reason  for  allowing  myself  to  he  put  in  nomination  for  the  appoint- 
ment was,  that  as  there  is  no  resident  magistrate  within  14  miles  of  this  place 
that  the  ends  of  justice  are  frequently  defeated  for  want  of  a magistrate  to  sim 
summonses  or  warrants.  ° 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners: — January  29,  1848. 

TOOO  _ ,a  n^eting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  when  Mr.  Otway 
^solutions  were  passed.  The  first  resolution  was  to  take  into 
consideration  the  Temporary  Fever  Hospital  at  Dungloe. 

becond  resolution,  relative  to  the  number  of  stores  taken  for  out-door  relief. 
Ilnrd  resolution,  relative  to  a contract  to  be  taken  for  out-door  relief,  for 
those  electoral  divisions  where  there  is  no  contract  for  at  present. 

buiT4aeFTef&oepMeCtinS  advertisments  *°  be  PuUished  **  «*»*»  to 
Fifth  resolution,  appointing  a committee  to  examine  into  the  inmates  of  the 
workhouse,  to  see  if  there  are  still  any  that  could  be  discharged  on  out-door 

Jirith  toanStted0™  ^ able-bodled  PauPere-  A “P7  of  resolutions  here- 

The  collectors  have  lodged  in  the  treasurer’s  bauds,  within  the  last  week  or 
ten  days,  about  600/,  and  I have  urged  both  collectors  to  press  the  ratepayers 


Gienties  Union. 
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Gienties  Union.  pay  up  their  rates  at  once,  and  I have  every  hope  that  a similar  sum  to  that 
stated  above  will  be  got  in  by  the  first  or  second  week  in  February. 

The  workhouse,  I am  glad  to  say,  is  in  an  excellent  state,  clean  and  orderly, 
and  the  number  in  the  infirmary  only  amounts  to  seven-,  not  a single  case  of 
fever  amongst  the  inmates  of  the  infirmary  or  the  house,  and  all  appear  per- 
fectly healthy.  . . 

The  number  in  the  house  up  to  this  date  amounts  to  535,  and  those  receiving 
out-door  relief  to  2904,  making  a total  on  the  rates  of  the  Union  for  in  and  out- 
door relief  of  3439. 

I intend  proposing  to  the  Guardians  to  take  a house  in  this  village,  and  fit  it 
up  for  the  accommodation  of  the  male  children,  which  will  relieve  the  house 
very  much,  and  make  room  for  about  70  or  80  able-bodied  men.  And  if  the 
Commissioners  would  approve  of  it,  I shall  get  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  pass 
a resolution  to  cover  in  one  of  the  small  yards  at  the  entrance  of  the  building, 
which  would  answer  as  a school-room,  and  turn  the  present  school-room  into 
a dormitory  for  sleeping  in,  thereby  making  room  for  at  least  100  more 
paupers.  The  medical  man  states  that  there  is  sufficient  day  room  for  200 
more  than  the  house  is  calculated  to  hold,  but  he  does  not  think  there  is  suffi- 
cient accommodation  for  more  than  the  house  was  built  for,  for  sleeping  apart- 
ments ; and  he  appears  to  think  that  this  would  be  an  excellent  plan.  The 
pressure  for  out-door  relief  still  continues  to  a great  extent ; this  alteration 
could  be  made  for  a mere  trifle,  and  any  sacrifice  would  be  better  than  to  have 
recourse  to  the  Commissioners’  sealed  order  to  grant  out-door  relief  to  the 
able-bodied  paupers. 

I have  to  report  that  I have  got  all  the  ground  belonging  to  the  workhouse 
now  thoroughly  drained,  and  I intend,  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits,  to  employ 
the  able-bodied  paupers  in  digging  and  subsoiling  it,  but  this  will  be  of  little 
use  without  a wall  is  built  to  enclose  it,  as  it  is  at  present  completely  exposed  to 
the  public,  there  being  no  fence  of  any  description  round  the  grounds.  Might 
I therefore  request  that  the  Commissioners  would  be  pleased  to  grant  a loan 
to  the  Union  for  carrying  out  this  desirable  object.  Should  the  Commissioners 
be  so  kind  as  to  comply  with  my  request,  I think  that  a wall  5 or  6 feet  high 
could  be  built  at  a trifling  expense,  and  I shall  take  care  to  have  an  advertise- 
ment for  proposals  to  be  sent  in  for  the  building  of  it,  so  that  no  irregularity 
may  arise. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — Febi'uary  2,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  fully  approve  of  your  intended  proposal  to  the 
Guardians,  to  take  a house  for  the  purpose  of  affording  additional  workhouse 
accommodation,  but  in  regard  to  the  proposal  to  cover  in  one  of  the  yards  to 
answer  as  a school-room,  the  Commissioners  will  consult  their  architect,  and 
address  you  again  on  the  subject. 

The  Commissioners  regret  that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  obtain  a loan  from 
Government,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a boundary  wall  to  the  grounds  of  the 
workhouse,  but,  at  the  same  time,  they  desire  to  observe  that  if  a loan  from  the 
treasurer  could  be  effected,  the  repayment  of  it  by  instalments,  with  interest, 
might  be  secured  by  charge  on  the  future  rates  of  the  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  O’Neill  : — February  3,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  of  the  29th  ultimo,  in  which 
you  propose  to  cover  in  one  of  the  small  yards  of  the  workhouse  of  the  Gienties 
Union,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  workhouse  accommodation,  I am 
directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward,  for  your  information,  the  enclosed 
copy  of  observations  of  Mr.  Wilkinson  on  the  subject. 

Enclosure. 

Observations  of  Mr.  Wilkinson  above  referred  to: — February  3,  1848. 

This  plan  has  not  been  found  successful  elsewhere.  I would  advise  the  workhouses 
being  used  only  as  they  were  originally  intended,  for,  from  experience,  I believe  that  nothing 
is  gained  by  departing  from  such  arrangement. 

I think  the  proposition  to  take  an  old  house  is  good,  and  at  such  premises  I would  advise 
any  temporary  buildings  to  be  erected  instead  of  at  the  poorhouse. 
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BALLINA  UNION. 

Mr.  Richard  Hamilton,  Temporary  Inspector  at  Belmullet,  to  the 
Commissioners: — November  28,  1847. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  Ballina  on 
Friday  the  26th  instant,  and  with,  reference  to  the  resolution  adopted  by  that 
Board  authorizing  their  Committees  in  Erris  to  take  Mr.  William  Bingham’s 
house  at  Binghamstown,  as  an  auxiliary  workhouse  for  the  reception  of  paupers 
from  that  district,  I can  only  say  that  I will  do  all  in  my  power  to  make  it 
available  for  that  purpose,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  see  that  it  be 
managed  as  well  as  can  be,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case  ; but 
the  Commissioners  must  be  aware  of  the  difficulties  under  which  I shall  labour 
in  managing  this  establishment,  until  proper  officers  be  appointed  to  super- 
intend it,  and  the  requisite  articles  of  furniture  supplied.  The  distress  of 
about  300  able-bodied  applicants  on  the  relieving  officer’s  books,  who  have  been 
approved  by  the  Guardians  as  fit  objects  for  relief,  is  of  such  an  urgent  nature, 
that  I feel  I should  not  be  doing  my  duty  unless  I provided  immediate  relief 
for  them,  so  as  to  prevent  their  dying  from  starvation ; most  of  these  people 
are  those  who  were  refused  admittance  at  the  Ballina  workhouse  on  the  1st  of 
this  month,  and  who  have  lingered  on  since  that,  in  the  greatest  state  of 
destitution,  no  relief  having  been  given  to  them,  except  what  I gave  from 
funds  placed  at  my  disposal  by  the  British  Association. 

Out-door  relief  has  been  given  to  the  classes  on  the  relieving  officers’  books 
who  were  entitled  to  it,  under  the  first  section  of  the  Act,  the  administration 
of  which  I superintended  myself ; and  in  order  to  prevent  imposition,  I have  no 
doubt  hut  it  will  be  requisite  to  put  the  most  stringent  checks  on  relieving 
officers  in  giving  out  provisions. 

I do  not  expect  much  co-operation  from  the  Committee  of  Guardians,  as 
they  are  principally  men  in  the  lower  rank  of  life,  whose  occupations  would 
preclude  their  devoting  much  time  to  public  business. 

I shall  make  most  minute  inquiries  with  respect  to  the  Commissioners’ 
request  conveyed  in  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  regarding  the  number  of 
farmers  in  this  district,  whose  holdings  are  of  an  extent  to  require  hired  labour- 
ers, and  who  have  means  of  employing  such;  but  I may  remark  from  what  I 
already  know  of  this  district,  that  there  are  many  farmers  holding  large  tracts 
of  land  now  waste,  and  but  very  few,  if  any,  who  could  afford  to  pay  labourers 
for  the  proper  cultivation  of  their  farms. 

I have  been  doing  all  in  my  powrer  to  persuade  the  proprietors  of  this  barony 
to  take  advantage  of  the  Land  Improvement  Act,  and  trust  I shall  be  able  to 
succeed  to  a certain  extent ; but  up  to  the  present  time,  Mr.  Atkinson  (who  has 
a small  property  close  to  this  town)  is  the  only  proprietor  who  has  obtained 
any  money  under  the  provisions  of  that  Act ; and  he  is  doing  a vast  deal  of 
good  on  his  estate,  nearly  all  the  poor  on  it  being  employed.  I have  been  most 
cautious  in  holding  out  no  hope  of  relief  other  than  through  the  Poor  Law ; 
and  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  persuade  the  people  to  exert  themselves  for 
their  own  benefit. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  2,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  that  immediate  application  should  be 
made  by  you  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  appoint  officers  for  the  additional 
workhouse  at  Binghamstown,  and  to  provide  requisites  for  affording  relief  in  it. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  your 
checking  the  dispensing  of  relief  by  the  relieving  officers. 


Mr.  Richard  Hamilton,  Temporary  Inspector  at  Belmullet,  to  the 
Commissioners  : — December  4,  1847. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  Ballina  on  Friday. 
The  state  of  the  poor  in  Erris  having  been  discussed,  it  was  decided,  after  a 
considerable  degree  of  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  the  Board,  that 
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Baiiina  Union,  the  resolution  adopted  at  their  previous  meeting,  authorising  Mr.  Bingham’s 
Erris  district.  ' house  to  be  taken  as  an  auxiliary  workhouse  in  Erris,  should  be  confirmed. 

In  consequence  of  Mr.  Carney,  the  architect  employed  by  the  Board,  having 
estimated  the  cost  of  completing  the  unroofed  portion  of  the  building  and  erect- 
ing sheds,  at  954/.,  (as  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  plan  and  estimate,)  I thought 
it  advisable  not  to  make  any  conclusive  arrangement  with  Mr.  Bingham,  until  I 
brought  the  subject  again  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Guardians ; 
more  particularly  as  the  number  of  applicants  for  relief  had  increased  from  600 
to  1100,  and  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  workhouse  accommodation  for  such 
increasing  applications. 

I hesitated  in  recommending  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  incur  at  this  critical 
period,  so  heavy  an  expense  as  954/.,  still  I felt  called  upon  to  urge  on  them,  in 
the  strongest  manner,  the  necessity  for  taking  Mr.  Bingham’s  premises,  and 
appropriating  them  in  their  present  condition  as  a test  of  destitution ; and  I have 
no  doubt  that,  with  a little  management,  the  building  might  be  made  available 
for  a larger  number  of  paupers,  by  a much  smaller  outlay  than  Mr.  Carney’s 
estimate  contemplates. 

With  reference  to  the  Guardians’  resolutions,  requesting  the  Commissioners 
to  authorise  out-door  relief  in  Erris  to  the  able-bodied,  I have  only  to  state,  that 
if  a proper  local  machinery  existed,  such  an  alternative  might  perhaps,  be 
deferred  for  some  time  longer ; but,  under  existing  circumstances,  having  due 
regard  to  the  preservation  of  human  life,  I have  no  other  course  to  recommend. 

I feel  it  but  due  to  myself  to  state,  that  the  existing  staff  in  this  district,  for 
carrying  out  any  extraordinary  measures  of  relief  is  quite  insufficient ; and  to 
attempt  any  system  without  a properly  organized  staff,  will  only  lead  to  a repe- 
tition of  the  notorious  abuses  which  existed  in  this  locality  last  summer.  I have 
only  two  relieving  officers  in  my  distinct,  which  comprises  an  area  of  175,090 
statute  acres;  and  independently  of  their  ordinary  duties,  these  men  have  to  attend 
a meeting  of  a Committee  of  Guardians  as  well  as  a Board  at  Ballina,  40  miles 
distant.  I brought  this  subject  particularly  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  at,  their  two  last  meetings. 

There  still  exists  every  inclination  on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  the  Ballina 
Board,  to  throw  the  entire  responsibility  of  the  support  of  the  Erris  paupers  off 
their  own  shoulders ; and  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  the  people  had  been  left  entirely 
at  their  mercy  (although  there  are  several  Guardians  anxious  to  do  all  in  their 
power  for  the  poor  in  that  district)  deaths  from  starvation  must  have  occurred, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  provisions  placed  at  my  disposal  by  the  British  Asso- 
ciation. This  I have  in  no  way  made  known  to  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

I consider  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  Commissioners  that,  so  far  as  I can  see 
into  the  prospects  of  this  district,  two-thirds  of  the  population  will  shortly  be 
applicants  for  relief,  and  the  remaining  third  without  either  the  means  or  the 
inclination  to  assist  them. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  8,  1847. 

As  it  appears  by  the  plan  of  the  building  proposed  to  be  adapted  for  a 
workhouse,  some  weeks  will  be  necessary  to  render  it  fit  for  occupation,  the 
Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  issue  an  order  for  out-door  relief  in  the 
interval,  pursuant  to  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act  10  Viet.,  cap.  31 ; and  they, 
therefore,  request  that  you  will  propose,  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  10th 
instant,  the  arrangements  to  be  made  by  them  for  that  object,  both  in  respect 
to  a temporary  increase  of  the  number  of  relieving  officers,  and  the  providing 
of  supplies  of  food.  I am  at  the  same  time,  to  observe  that  until  these  arrange- 
ments are  made,  and  shall  be  reported  to  the  Commissioners  (who  should  be 
at  the'  same  time,  apprised  of  the  period  necessary  for  completing  the  additional 
workhouse),  the  issue  of  the  order  will  be  deferred,  with  a view  of  enabling  the 
Guardians  to  be  fully  prepared. 

I am  also  to  state,  that  for  the  purpose  of  expediting  the  alterations  necessary 
for  the  workhouse,  and  their  being  completed  in  a suitable  and  economical 
manner,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  the  Commissioners’  architect,  will  immediately  inspect 
the  existing  building,  and  confer  with  the  Board  of  Guardians,  for  which  object 
he  proposes  to  be  in  Ballina  on  the  10th  instant. 

With  respect  to  your  observations  as  to  the  duties  of  the  relieving  officers,  I 
am  to  state,  that  as  the  persons  applying  for  relief  do  not  attend  before  the 
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Board  of  Guardians  at  Ballina,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  relieving  officers  in 
the  Erris  divisionsshould  go  there  weekly,  and  that  the  Board  can  order  relief 
on  the  Committee’s  report,  which  the  Act  directs  to  be  made. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  the  mode  of  issuing  relief  in  food,  the  places 
of  issue,  and  the  means  of  checking  abuse,  may  be  proposed  to  the  Guardians  at 
their  next  meeting. 


Lieut.  Hamilton,  Temporary  Inspector  at  Ballina,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 
December  4,  1847- 

I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday, 
as  usual.  The  proceedings  were  retarded  by  certain  members  who  were  anxious 
to  have  everything  their  own  way,  consequently  there  was  a very  small  amount 
of  business  transacted ; a great  deal  of  talking,  and  a great  deal  of  important 
business  left  undone,  owing  to  the  day  having  been  wasted  in  fruitless  dis- 
cussions. 

I am  exceedingly  sorry  to  trouble  the  Commissioners  with  so  unpleasant  a 
report,  particularly  as  there  are  several  Guardians  on  the  Board  who  are  most 
anxious  to  act,  in  accordance  with  the  Commissioners’  instructions ; but  in  a 
Union  like  this,  it  is  impossible  to  transact  the  necessary  business  with  justice 
both  to  the  rate-payers  and  the  applicants  for  relief,  unless  all  co-operate  and 
make  the  best  use  of  the  one  day  in  the  week,  which  is  appropriated  to 
business. 

In  my  last  report,  I alluded  to  the  increasing  pressure  on  the  workhouse,  and 
I stated  my  intention  of  consulting  Mr.  Bourke,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  meeting  it.  We  agreed  to  make  the  workhouse  continue  to  bear 
the  pressure  until  the  next  Board  day,  and  then  to  urge  on  the  Guardians  the 
immediate  necessity  of  providing  additional  accommodation,  which  you  will 
perceive  by  the  minutes  has  been  authorised. 

This  morning,  in  company  with  three  of  the  Guardians,  I hired  a store  for 
50  guineas  a-year,  capable  of  containing  300  paupers,  which  number  will  be 
this  day  removed  to  it  from  the  workhouse.  This  will,  for  the  present,  prevent 
the  having  recourse  to  extreme  measures  at  this  early  period ; but  it  is  impossible 
to  say  how  long  this  will  be  adequate,  for  the  increasing  applications.  There  is 
another  small  store,  which  I am  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  obtain. 

I have  now  been  through  the  greater  portion  of  my  district,  and  I have  little 
hesitation  in  stating  that,  although  very  great  destitution  exists  among  certain 
classes,  and  to  an  extent  which  it  is  very  questionable  whether  the  present 
powers  of  the  Guardians  can  effectually  meet  much  longer,  yet  up  to  this 
period,  it  is  by  no  means  general,  and  there  is  a considerable  portion  of  the 
population  who  may  safely  be  left  to  their  own  resources,  for  some  months  to 
come.  There  is  another  portion,  who  are  subsisting  almost  exclusively  on 
turnips,  who  will  very  soon,  either  from  disease  or  the  exhaustion  of  their 
stock,  have  to  be  provided  for ; the  remaining  portion,  who  are  subsisting  either 
by  plunder  or  begging,  are  still  holding  on  in  the  hope  that  out-door  relief  must 
be  granted ; and  there  are  many  who  encourage  them  in  such  a hope. 

It  is  evident  to  me,  from  what  I have  seen,  that  no  system  of  relief  can  be 
carried  out  in  this  district  without  considerable  abuses,  and  the  more  extensive 
the  relief,  the  greater  will  be  the  abuses ; consequently,  if  the  Commissioners 
should,  from  the  amount  of  distress  of  the  classes  to  which  I have  alluded,  be 
obliged  to  issue  an  order  for  out-door  relief,  I am  afraid  that  the  present 
machinery  of  the  Poor  Law  will  prove  quite  inadequate,  as  a sufficient  check 
upon  the  imposition  which  will  be  attempted,  and  which,  if  not  properly 
checked,  will  require  funds  to  an  amount  of  which  no  estimate  can  be  formed. 

So  far,  I have  alluded  only  to  the  portion  of  the  Union  which  is  in  my  dis- 
trict ; but  the  state  of  the  district  of  Erris  has  been  so  repeatedly  before  the 
Guardians  (the  majority  of  whom  seem  inclined  to  treat  it  as  a distinct 
district),  that  I think  it  right  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the 
embarrassing  position  in  which  the  Inspector  there  is  placed ; thrown  on  his 
own  resources,  and  loaded  with  a responsibility  which  I am  sure,  it  is  not  the 
Commissioners'  intention  should  be  exclusively  borne  by  him. 
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Reply  to  the  above: — December  7,  1847. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  approval  of  the  measures  you  have 
taken  for  providing  additional  workhouse  accommodation. 


Lieut.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  5,  1847. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  in  which  I stated  that 
300  paupers  were  to  be  removed  yesterday  from  the  workhouse  to  the  store, 
which  a Committee  of  the  Guardians  had  taken  in  the  morning,  I beg  to 
acquaint  you  that  notwithstanding  the  greatest  exertions  on  the  part  of  the 
officers  of  the  workhouse,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  move  them  earlier 
than  this  day ; consequently  1698  persons  had  to  be  provided  for  last  night  in 
the  workhouse. 

I was  at  the  workhouse  early  to-day,  and  had  every  possible  precaution  taken 
against  infection. 

The  applicants  for  admission  are  in  the  most  miserable  and  filthy  state ; there 
is  neither  bedding  nor  clothing  for  600. 

I am  now  going  to  see  the  Chairman  of  the  Board,  with  the  view  of  sum- 
moning a special  meeting  of  the  Guardians. 

I must  say,  I think  that  the  Guardians  ought  to  have  been  earlier  prepared. 
On  the  8th  November,  I requested  them  to  make  arrangements  for  giving  out- 
door relief  to  persons  legally  entitled  to  it,  but  this  step  was  deferred  until  it 
was  too  late  to  be  of  any  use.  Unless  the  Board  meet  more  frequently,  and  give 
more  time  to  business,  it  is  impossible  that  they  can  carry  on  the  business  of 
this  large  Union  properly. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  7,  1847. 

I am  to  refer  you  to  a recent  letter  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  with  respect  to  the  delay  in  providing  for  the  accommodation 
of  an  increased  number  of  paupers.  • 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request,  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  suggest  to 
the  Guardians,  at  their  next  meeting,  the  necessity  of  the  Board’s  sitting  more 
than  once  a-week,  during  the  pressure  of  distress  in  the  Union. 


Lieut.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  11,  1847. 

I attended  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of 
this  Union  yesterday,  and  an  adjourned  meeting  this  day. 

Without  at  all  questioning  the  good  intentions  or  capabilities  of  the  Guardians 
individually  (which,  as  regards  a large  majority,  I have  no  reason  to  do),  I 
feel  that  I should  very  much  mislead  the  Commissioners,  if  I were  to  hesitate 
any  longer,  in  stating  my  decided  opinion  that  as  a Board,  they  have  failed  to 
carry  out  the  law  effectually,  and  that  the  sooner  paid  Guardians  are  appointed 
the  better,  both  for  the  rate-payers  and  the  destitute  poor. 

It  is  with  very  great  regret,  that  I submit  this  opinion  for  the  Commissioners’ 
consideration,  but  at  this  critical  period,  deeds,  not  words,  are  required  ; and  I 
think  very  few  of  the  Guardians  will  deny,  that  useless  discussions  occupy  their 
principal  time. 

I beg  to  annex  a letter  which  I received  yesterday  from  the  medical  officer, 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  workhouse  and  infirmary ; I lost  no  time  in  re- 
questing the  Board  to  have  some  looms  removed  from  one  of  the  temporary 
fever  sheds,  with  the  view  of  increasing  the  hospital  accommodation.  The 
Board  at  once  ordered  their  removal.  On  going  round  the  infirmary  this 
morning,  I found  that  the  looms  had  not  been  removed,  and  on  inquiry  I 
learned  that  one  of  the  Guardians,  had  directed  that  they  should  not  be  dis- 
turbed. The  doctor  informed  me  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  refuse  to  take  40 
sick  persons  into  the  infirmary.  At  the  adjourned  meeting  to-day,  I protested 
against  any  Guardian  being  allowed  to  take  so  unwarrantable  a step  as  that 
adopted ; and  I think  it  would  be  well  if  the  Commissioners  were  to  express 
their  disapproval  of  individual  Guardians  interfering  with  orders  of  the  Board. 
There  is  one  of  the  resolutions  in  the  minutes  of  yesterday’s  proceedings,  which 
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I stated  to  the  Guardians,  would  not  meet  with  the  sanction  of  the  Commis-  Baiiina  Union, 
sioners.  viz.,  that  “ authorising  food  in  the  house,  and  one  penny  per  head, 

‘‘to  upwards  of  600  applicants  for  relief,  in  order  to  provide  a lodging  for  the 
“night.”  It  was,  however,  a case  of  extreme  emergency,  and  could  only  be 
justified  by  the  fact,  that  many  of  the  applicants  had  come  several  miles,  and 
were  in  a state  of  the  greatest  destitution.  These  cases  were  again  brought 
before  the  Board  to-day ; at  my  suggestion  a selection  of  the  few  able-bodied 
were  made  to  undergo  the  workhouse  test,  which  in  every  case,  was  most 
gladly  accepted  by  the  poor  creatures,  and  a week’s  supply  of  provisions  was 
issued  to  the  remainder.  I saw  no  other  means  of  saving  human  life. 

Mr.  Wilkinson,  the  Commissioners’  architect,  inspected  the  workhouse, 
the  auxiliary  workhouse,  and  a building,  which  was  this  day  offered  to  the 
Guardians.  The  proprietor  subsequently  wished  for  time  to  consider,  whether 
he  will  let  it  or  not,  therefore  the  subject  is  deferred  until  next  Board  day. 

This  last  building  could  be  made  available  for  600  children,  at  an  expense  of 
100/.  or  150/.  The  rent  demanded  is  85/.  per  annum.  I shall  strongly  recom- 
mend the  Guardians  to  take  this  building  if  they  can  get  it. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Devlin  to  Lieut.  Hamilton  : — December  10,  1S47. 

I am  just  now  returned  from  visiting  the  patients  in  the  infirmary.  They  are  suffering 
much,  in  consequence  of  the  numbers  that  are  crowded  into  it.  ’ ° 

I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  unless  additional  accommodation  he  procured  for  the 
sick,  many  lives  will  be  sacrificed ; indeed,  in  order  to  keep  the  house  in  a healthy  state,  several 
hundreds  of  the  present  inmates  ought  to  be  removed  ; and  may  I beg  that  you  will  call  the 
attention  of  the  Guardians  to  this  subject. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  14,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  require  that  specific  acts  of  neglect  of  duty  on  the 
part  of  the  Guardians,  should  be  brought  before  them,  before  they  will  feel 
themselves  -warranted  in  exercising  their  powers,  under  the  18th  section  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act.  If  you  will  place  on  record  such  instances, 
the  Commissioners  will  feel  no  difficulty  in  complying  with  your  recom- 
mendation. 

With  reference  to  the  resolution  of  the  Guardians,  to  allow  one  penny  a-night 
lodging  money  to  600  applicants  for  relief,  to  be  fed  in  the  workhouse,  I am  to 
state  that  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  issue  an  order  authorizing  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  this  Union,  if  you  recommend  such  an  order ; but 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Guardians,  previously  to  the  issue  of  such  an  order,  -was 
illegal. 

As  regards  the  building  which  you  state,  could  be  made  available  for  600 
children,  and  which  you  recommend  should  be  taken  by  the  Guardians,  I am 
to  express  the  Commissioners’  sanction  of  the  proposal  to  rent,  and  fit  up  the 
building  referred  to,  as  an  auxiliary  workhouse. 


Mr.  Richard  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  11,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  8tli  instant,  I beg  Erris. 
to  report  that  I brought  the  subject  of  out-door  relief  in  Erris,  before  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  at  their  meeting  on  the  10th  instant,  and  you  will  perceive 
by  their  minutes,  certain  resolutions  were  adopted,  appointing  an  additional 
relieving  officer,  with  some  assistants,  together  with  a few  matters  of  detail,  and 
again  expressing  their  inability,  from  want  of  local  knowledge,  and  I may  add, 
local  interest,  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  that  district 

As  the  auxiliary  workhouse  will  almost  immediately  be  available  for  the 
reception  of  about  200  paupers,  I suggested  to  the  Board  that  it  should  at  once 
be  applied  as  far  as  possible,  to  test  destitution,  by  reserving  it  exclusively  for 
able-bodied  men : those  from  distant  portions  of  the  district  to  have  a preference, 
as  to  house  accommodation,  and  those  residing  in  the  locality,  to  be  fed  and 
employed  on  the  premises,  during  the  day,  and  at  certain  hours,  to  be  allowed  to 
retire  to  their  own  homes  for  the  night.  I recommended  that  a school  should 
be  erected  on  the  most  economical  principle,  on  the  premises ; a master  and 
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Baliina  Unicn.  mistress  appointed ; the  children  fed  and  educated  during  the  day,  and  in  the 
evening  allowed  in  like  manner,  as  the  men,  to  return  to  their  homes  for  the 
jjio-ht.  With  regard  to  the  adult  female  paupers,  I do  not  see  how  they  can  be 
relieved,  except  by  giving  them  a weekly  supply  of  provisions.  I am  of  opinion 
no  machinery  can  be  found  by  which  the  paupers  in  Erris  could  be  supplied 
daily  with  food ; and  no  matter  what  checks  are  put  on  the  distribution  of  out- 
door relief,  I am  certain  abuses  to  a great  extent  must  exist. 

I propose  going  down  with  Mr.  Wilkinson,  early  to-morrow,  in  order  to  show 
him  the  house  the  Guardians  have  taken  at  Binghamstown. 

I find  the  greatest  difficulty  in  bringing  the  applicants  on  the  relieving  officers’ 
books,  before  the  Committee  of  Guardians,  in  consequence  of  the  crowd  of  people 
who  collect  round  the  door;  and  at  the  meeting  last  Wednesday  several 
hundreds  burst  into  the  room,  thereby  putting  a stop  to  all  further  proceedings. 


Lieut.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — December  12,  1847. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  I beg  to  acquaint  you, 
that  on  visiting  the  workhouse  this  day,  Sunday,  I found  that  nine  cases  of 
fever  had  appeared  since  yesterday  ; and  that,  owing  to  the  crowded  state  of 
the  infirmary,  and  there  being  no  room  in  the  fever  hospital,  the  doctor  had 
found  it  impossible  to  separate  them  from  the  other  patients,  and  was  obliged 
to  leave  some  of  them  in  the  body  of  the  house  among  the  paupers. 

It  appeared  to  me  that  there  was  no  further  time  to  be  lost,  in  taking  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  a repetition  of  last  year’s  disease  and  mortality  in  the  house ; 
I therefore  on  my  own  responsibility  authorized  the  master  at  once,  to  discharge 
such  of  the  women  and  children  who  have  been  recently  admitted  into  the 
house  for  shelter,  but  for  whom  there  was  neither  bedding  nor  clothing,  and  to 
give  them  the  out-door  allowance  offered  by  the  Guardians,  to  persons  who 
come  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Act.  I desired  him  not  to  force  any  of  them 
out  of  the  house,  but  to  allow  such  as  would  accept  a week’s  supply  of  pro- 
visions, and  had  any  place  to  go  to,  to  leave  the  house,  until  the  Guardians  can 
provide  suitable  relief  for  them.  I likewise  directed  the  looms  to  be  removed 
from  the  fever  shed.  By  these  arrangements  the  numbers  in  the  house  will  be 
reduced  by  about  300,  and  additional  infirmary  accommodation  provided  for  50 
or  60  patients. 

I am  aware  that  I have  taken  a very  grave  responsibility  upon  myself,  but  I 
hope  the  Commissioners  will  not  think  that  I have  done  more,  than  the  urgent 
and  immediate  necessity  of  the  case  called  for.  I have  not  discharged  any 
men ; the  women  and  children  in  question  have  been  in  the  probationary  wards, 
and  in  one  of  the  fever  sheds,  without  bedding,  without  any  clothing  but  the 
filthy  rags  which  they  came  in,  crowded  together  in  a tainted  atmosphere,  and 
liable  to  infection  from  being  mixed  up  with  half-cured  fever  cases ; they  were 
admitted  solely,  because  it  was  considered  that  of  two  evils,  it  was  less  than 
turning  them  away  from  the  house  to  perish.  So  long  as  their  health  did  not 
suffer,  I thought  it  better  not  to  embarrass  the  Guardians  further  than  by  con- 
stantly calling  their  serious  attention  to  the  state  of  the  house,  and  repeatedly 
requesting  them  to  visit  the  house  and  judge  for  themselves.  But  it  would 
be  inhuman  to  let  these  poor  persons  perish  from  disease;  and  I hope  the 
Commissioners  will  approve  of  the  steps  which  I have  taken  with  the  view  of 
saving  not  only  their  lives,  but  the  lives  of  the  regular  inmates  of  the  house. 

I beg  to  annex  a letter  which  I have  received  from  the  doctor  on  the  subject; 
it  is  a statement  in  writing,  similar  to  that  made  verbally  by  him  to  me,  before 
I authorized  the  discharge  of  the  paupers  this  morning. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Devlin  to  Lieut.  Hamilton: — December  12,  1847. 

The  number  of  inmates  at  present  in  the  workhouse,  makes  its  condition  so  very 
alarming  that  I feel  myself  bound  to  call  on  you,  if  you  think  you  have  authority  to  do  so, 
to  remove  frdm  the  house,  in  such  way  as  you  may  think  best,  the  extra  number  beyond  what 
it  was  built  to  accommodate. 

There  are  at  present,  as  I understand,  1500  individuals  in  a house  intended,  as  you  are 
aware,  to  contain  not  more  than  1200.  I found,  on  going  through  the  house  to-day,  that  fever 
has  become  very  prevalent  among  the  children.  The  manner  in  which  the  paupers  are 
crowded  together  in  their  sleeping  apartments,  is  so  v.ery  frightful  that  I apprehend  the  most 
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shockingly. fatal  consequences  will  be  the  result  of  a continuance  of  such  a state  of  things. 
I feel  the  strongest  possible  conviction  that,  if  matters  be  allowed  to  remain  so,  much  longer, 
the  entire  house  will  be  included  in  one  terrific  mass  of  disease. 

I bate  been  obliged  to  refuse  several  applications,  on  this  day  and  yesterday,  from  persons 
really  in  want  of  hospital  accommodation,  for  whom  I had  been  unable,  by  any  possibility,  to 
make  room. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Ballina  Union : — 
December  15,  1S47. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a 
copy  of  an  order  which  they  have  issued  to  day,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  in  a report  made  to  them  by  W.  J.  Hamilton,  Temporary- 
Poor  Law  Inspector,  authorising  you  to  afford  out- door  relief  under  the  second 
section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  in  the  Ballina  Union. 

In  reference  thereto,  I am  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  circumstance,  that 
no  relief  under  this  order  can  be  legally  given  to  persons  in  employment,  that 
such  relief  must  be  in  food  only,  and  that  no  able-bodied  man  should  receive 
relief  except  in  return  for  work. 

With  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  work  which  should  be  offered  to  able- 
bodied  men,  the  Commissioners  have  to  state,  that  the  making  of  roads  and 
stone-breaking  are  two  modes  of  labour  which  have  been  suggested  as  ex- 
pedient for  employing  persons  receiving  out-door  relief. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  the  question  of  employing  the  able- 
bodied  paupers  of  the  Union  on  the  roads  left  unfinished  by  the  Board  of 
Works,  or  in  the  making  of  any  other  roads,  should  not  be  raised  at  the  present 
moment,  and  as  road-making  has  been  proved  on  a very  extensive  scale  to  be 
no  adequate  test  of  destitution,  the  Commissioners  would  strongly  recommend 
the  other  test  which  has  often  been  found  effectual,  namely,  stone-breaking ; 
and  they  suggest  the  making  preparations  for  obtaining  a large  supply  of  hard 
stone,  and  for  employing  able-bodied  paupers  at  stone-breaking  by  task-work 
in  return  for  the  rations  to  be  supplied  by  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  have  further  to  state,  that  they  are  anxious  strictly  to 
prohibit  and  prevent  the  granting  relief  on  account  of  the  insufficiency  of  wages 
to  persons  occasionally  in  employment  during  the  week. 

It  appears  to  the  Commissioners  that  there  is  no  rule  of  greater  importance 
in  the  administration  of  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men,  than  that  they 
should  be  maintained  either  wholly  by  their  employer,  or  wholly  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  and  that  the  strongest  line  should  thus  be  drawn  between 
relief  and  wages. 

In  setting  able-bodied  men  to  stone-breaking  by  task-work  as  a condition  of 
relief,  much  will  depend  on  the  knowledge,  firmness,  and  discretion  of  those 
who  may  be  appointed  to  superintend  stone-breaking,  and  the  Commissioners 
cannot  too  strongly  urge  you  to  be  peculiarly  careful  in  permitting  yourselves 
to  be  influenced  by  no  other  considerations  than  those  of  personal  fitness  in 
selecting  candidates  for  that  highly  important  office. 

The  Commissioners  will  take  this  opportunity  of  observing,  that  in  specifying 
the  period  of  eight  hours  at  least,  in  the  day,  during  which,  every  able-bodied 
pauper  should  be  required  to  work,  they  have  made  allowance  for  the  present 
season  of  the  year,  and  for  the  possible  circumstance  that  some  of  the  able- 
bodied  paupers  may  come  to  the  stone-breaking  from  a considerable  distance. 
It  is  not,  however,  by  any  means  intended  to  prevent  the  Guardians  from  re- 
quiring work,  during  a still  longer  period  of  time.  The  period  of  eight  hours 
is  in  fact,  merely  the  minimum  space  of  time  in  the  day,  during  which,  every 
able-bodied  pauper  should  give  the  value  of  his  labour  to  the  Union. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  remind  you,  that  the  out-door 
relief  order  is  merely  temporary,  and  that  every  possible  exertion  should  be 
made  to  render  the  workhouse  available  almost  exclusively,  for  the  relief  of 
able-bodied  men  with  their  families,  and.  that  it  is  also  advisable  to  promote 
further  workhouse  accommodation,  by  every  means  which  the  Union  may 
present,  for  affording  in-door  relief  as  far  as  practicable  to  all  classes  of  the 
destitute  poor. 


Ballina  Union. 
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Lieut.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  15,  1847. 

With  reference  to  my  report  of  the  1 1th  instant,  and  the  request  of 
the  Commissioners  to  furnish  them  with  specific  instances  of  neglect  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  Guardians  of  this  Union,  I beg  to  say  that  I can  only  point 
to  the  unprepared  state  which  I found  the  Board  in,  for  meeting  any  extra- 
ordinary distress;  which  state  they  have  remained  in,  notwithstanding  my 
repeated  applications  to  them  to  take  active  steps,  instead  of  allowing  the 
distress,  at  this  early  period,  to  get  a-head  of  them. 

I now  see  no  alternative  but  out-door  relief,  in  order  to  save  life ; but  I am 
nevertheless  of  opinion  that,  if  the  Guardians  had  taken  proper  steps  in  time, 
they  might  have  proceeded  for  some  weeks  without  having  recourse  to  so 
ruinous  a course  ; and  one  (to  judge  by  what  I have  seen  of  their  proceedings) 
they  will  be  quite  unequal  to  carry  out. 

I have  reason  to  know  that  the  most  influential  of  the  Guardians  con- 
template communicating  with  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject  of  their 
resignation,  owing  to  their  inability  to  cope  with  the  distress  any  longer.  I 
think  it  will  be  very  desirable  that  the  object  should  be  attained,  through 
that  course.  I had  not  mentioned  the  subject  to  any  one,  nor  did  I know 
until  Monday  last,  that  such  a step  was  contemplated ; therefore  I saw  no 
other  course  open  to  me  for  the  public  good,  but  to  recommend  the  dissolution 
of  the  Board,  on  the  grounds  of  their  not  having  taken  steps  in  time  to  provide 
for  distress,  and  their  general  unbusiness-like  proceedings  as  a Board ; neither 
of  which  charges  I could  make  against  them  individually. 

IT  the  communication  from  the  Board  relative  to  their  resignation,  be  not 
speedily  forwarded,  and  the  Commissioners  should  be  of  opinion  that  I have 
given  sufficient  general  grounds  in  my  communications  on  the  subject,  I have 
not  the  least  objection  to  those  communications,  together  with  this,  being 
referred  to  the  Board,  which  will  bring  matters  to  an  issue. 


Lieut.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — December  18,  1847. 

I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union  yester- 
day. Owing  to  the  extreme  severity  of  the  weather,  there  was  a smaller 
attendance  of  Guardians  than  usual ; the  proceedings  were  less  noisy,  and  I 
wish  I could  add  that  they  were  of  a more  practical  nature ; but  really,  with 
—the  exception  of  passing  resolutions,  nothing  was  done. 

I think  that  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  2000  applications  for  relief, 
of  which  about  one-half  were  extreme  cases ; the  remainder,  in  my  opinion, 
would  require  a strict  scrutiny,  to  prevent  imposition.  In  order  to  afford 
shelter  from  the  weather  (and,  I feel  bound  to  add,  with  every  charitable  feel- 
ing), the  Guardians  directed  that  the  crowd  should  be  admitted  into  the  dining 
hall,  and  that  four  days’  provisions  should  be  issued  to  all  who  had  tickets 
from  the  relieving  officers ; but  such  was  the  dense  mass  of  human  beings,  that 
the  master,  the  relieving  officers,  and  the  inmates  of  the  house,  found  it  impossible 
to  keep,  any  order : finally,  the  police  were  sent  for,  and  the  scene  of  confusion 
can  only  be  realized  by  those  who  witnessed  it.  As  soon  as  the  Guardians 
adjourned  (six  o’clock),  Mr.  Howley,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Poor  Law  Inspector  for 
Erris,  and  myself,  went  down ; it  was  by  the  greatest  good  fortune  that  per- 
sons were  not  crushed  to  death  : this  painful  scene  ended  by  the  house  being 
cleared.  A few  of  the  most  destitute  looking  objects  were  ordered  some  relief, 
for  the  night. 

The  Board  met  again  this  day ; a few  Guardians  attended ; and  I think  that 
the  proceedings  were  much  more  satisfactory  than  I have  witnessed  for  some 
time. 

I need  hardly  say  that  the  real  difficulties  of  the  case  are  increased  tenfold, 
by  the  fact,  that  it  is  not  considered  any  crime  by  those  who  are  not  in  want, 
to  take  the  bread  out  of  the  mouths  of  poor  starving  creatures. 

The  Guardians  are  perfectly  paralysed;  many  of  them  are,  comparatively 
speaking,  in  great  want,  their  properties  lying  waste,  and  likely  to  remain  so 
next  year  ; with  whole  tracts  of  country  similarly  circumstanced,  the  prospect 
before  them  is  not  cheering.  There  appears  to  be  no  limit  to  all  this  relief;  it 
is  only,  therefore,  from  those  men  who  look  upon  the  salvation  of  human  life 
as  their  first  duty,  that  one  meets  with  any  disinterested  co-operation. 
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I confess  that,  under  such  circumstances,  I do  not  see  how  cases  of  starvation  Tallin  a Union,, 
can  be  prevented;  but,  at  the  same  time,  admitting  all  the  practical  difficulties 
of  carrying  out  the  law  at  a time  when  the  country  is  in  a state  of  insolvency 
and  social  disorganization,  I think  that  at  present  any  such  cases  must  be  attri- 
buted to  breaches  of  the  law,  and  not  to  its  defects.  It  is  only  fair  to  those 
gentlemen  who  are  willing  and  anxious  to  carry  out  the  law  and  overcome 
difficulties,  that  I should  mention  that  all  their  exertions  are  counterbalanced 
by  the  impossibility  of  finding,  in  a Board  composed  of  66  members,  that 
unanimity  which  will  insure  for  the  law,  a firm  and  impartial  administration. 


Mr.  Richard  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  19,  1S47. 

In  consequence  of  the  Commissioners’  order  for  out-door  relief  in  the  Erris. 
Ballina  Union,  I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday, 
lor  the  purpose  of  seeing  what  arrangements  they  proposed  to  make  for  com- 
plying  with  the  Commissioners’  instructions. 

The  Board,  as  usual,  expressed  their  anxiety  to  give  me  every  assistance, 
and  passed  resolutions  similar  to  those  adopted  at  their  previous  meetings’, 
some  of  which  may  lead  the  Commissioners  to  suppose  that  I receive  great 
practical  assistance  from  them,  which  is  not  the  case,  as  most  of  their  resolu- 
tions remain  dead  letters.  I may  remark,  that  the  Erris  auxiliary  workhouse 
has  not  as  yet  been  supplied  by  them  with  any  one  requisite,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  it  available  as  a test  of  destitution,  although  I have  been  invariably 
informed,  at  each  meeting,  that  the  articles  required  should  be  forthwith  for- 
warded; I have  provided  everything  which  could  be  obtained  in  Erris  for  the 
use  ol  this  house,  but  from  the  remoteness  of  the  locality,  it  is  impossible  to  get 
some  of  the  most  necessary  articles. 

The  Guardians,  after  some  discussion  yesterday,  authorized  the  expenditure 
of  a small  sum,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a portion  of  the  building  available, 
for  which  I submitted  an  estimate,  approved  by  Mr.  Wilkinson;  however, 
from  the  tone  of  some  of  the  Board,  and  the  disagreeable  remarks  I am 
subjected  to,  regarding  the  expenditure  of  money  on  the  premises,  as  wrell  as 
for  the  support  of  the  Erris  paupers,  I feel  it  will  be  quite  impossible  to  go  on 
with  any  improvements,  unless  I am  in  some  way  supported.  The  Board  on 
all  occasions,  express  their  anxiety  to  afford  me  every  assistance,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  invariably  state,  that  they  are  perfectly  unable  to  deal  with  the 
district;  consequently,  I lose  two  days  in  the  week,  attending  their  meetings, 
without  deriving  any  benefit. 

I am  now  returning  to  Erris  with  a cheque  for  100/.  in  my  pocket,  a portion 
of  which  is  to  pay  the  expenses  incurred  on  the  building,  the  remainder  to 
provide  for  between  two  and  three  thousand  persons  on  the  Relieving  Officers’ 
books.  I have  no  staff  on  which  I can  place  any  confidence,  to  assist  me,  and 
as  far  as  the  Committee  of  Guardians  is  concerned,  the  Commissioners  may 
judge  of  the  assistance  I receive  from  them,  when  I mention  that  the  only 
member  who  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  as  I am  informed,  for  a 
considerable  period  (on  the  occasion  of  the  appointment  of  officers  to  the  Erris 
Workhouse),  stated,  they  would  soon  be  applying  for  relief  themselves. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Richard  Hamilton  : — Decembet'  20,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Report  of  the  11th  instant,  and  to  state  that  as  the  Board  of  Guardians  is  to  be 
dissolved,  and  an  order  has  been  issued  for  out-door  relief  in  the  Union,  the 
Commissioners  now  find  it  necessary  to  address  you  only  with  regard  to  the 
number  and  conduct  of  the  persons  applying  for  relief  on  the  8th  instant. 

In  reference  thereto,  I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  consider  that  it  is 
of  great  importance  that  the  system  of  granting  relief,  through  the  application 
and  report  books  of  relieving  officers,  alone,  should  be  observed,  and  they  pre- 
sume that  the  police  authorities  of  Belmullet  would,  if  applied  to,  afford  due 
protection  against  interruption  by  the  paupers. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Lieut.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Richard  Hamilton 
respectively: — December  21,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  preparing  an  order  for 
the  dissolution  of  the  Ballina  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  right  to  make  you  acquainted  with  their  inten- 
tions, but  they  do  not  wish  you  to  communicate  on  the  subject,  with  any  person 
in  the  Ballina  Union,  until  the  order  actually  arrives. 


The  Commissioners  to  Board  of  Guardians — Dissolution  of  the  Board: — 
December  22,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  had  under  consideration,  reports  of  their  Tempo- 
rary Inspectors,  Mr.  W.  Hamilton,  at  Ballina,  and  Mr.  Richard  Hamilton,  at 
Belmullet,  with  other  documents  relative  to  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in 
Ballina  Union. 

On  giving  their  deliberate  attention  to  these  reports  and  documents,  and  on 
taking  a review  of  the  present  position  of  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  have 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  duties  of  the  Ballina  Board  of  Guardians 
have  not  been  duly  and  effectually  discharged,  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts,  either  in  respect  to  the  collection  of  rates,  or  in  pro- 
viding proper  workhouse  accommodation,  with  bedding  and  clothing  for  the 
destitute  persons  recorded  as  receiving  workhouse  relief;  while  in  consequence 
of  timely  exertions  not  having  been  made  to  prepare  auxiliary  workhouse  ac- 
commodation, large  numbers  of  destitute  poor  persons  have  received  no  relief 
at  all,  or  relief  inadequate  to  their  necessities. 

The  Commissioners  are  fully  sensible  that  many  individual  Guardians  of  the 
Union  have  bestowed  much  time  and  attention  on  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  and 
by  their  valuable  services  have  deserved  well  of  the  rate-payers.  At  the  same 
time,  the  difficulties  of  the  Union  have  been  too  great  to  be  met  by  individual 
exertions,  at  a time  when  the  perils  of  the  emergency  required  the  steady  and 
systematic  energy  of  all  the  Guardians  acting  as  a Board ; and  the  Commis- 
sioners regret  to  state  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  appear  to  have  been  unequal 
to  the  discharge  of  their  important  functions. 

The  Commissioners  therefore  have  felt  themselves  called  upon  to  exercise 
Rieir  power  under  the  ISth  section  of  the  Act  10  Vic.  cap.  31,  by  dissolving  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  and  appointing  paid  Guardians  to  carry  into  execution  the 
provisions  of  the  laws  for  relief  of  the  destitute  poor.  An  order  to  that  effect, 
under  seal  of  the  Commissioners,  is  accordingly  enclosed  herewith,  and  will  be 
shortly  followed  by  an  order  containing  the  appointment  of  paid  Guardians. 


Mr.  Bourke,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners:. — December  24,  1847. 

I beg  leave  to  report  that  I attended  at  the  Ballina  workhouse  this  day, 
when  the  sealed  order  for  dissolving  the  Board  was  read,  and  entered  on  the 
minutes.  The  Guardians  present  being  of  opinion  (in  which  I concurred)  that, 
under  the  terms  of  this  order,  they  were  rendered  incapable  of  any  longer 
acting  in  their  capacity  of  Guardians,  retired  from  the  Board-room,  and  it  then 
became  necessary  for  me,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  W.  Hamilton,  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  support  of  the  destitute  poor,  during  the  interval  preceding  the 
arrival  of  the  paid  Guardians. 

Upon  examining  into  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  I found  that  the  workhouse 
contained  its  full  number,  and  that  the  additional  building  at  Ardnaree  was 
not  yet  in  a condition  to  receive  paupers.  I also“found  that  each  of  the  reliev- 
ing officers  Application  and  Report  Books  contained  names  varying  in  number 
from  50  to  1000,  and  amounting  I should  think  in  all  to  upwards  of  5000 
(exclusive  of  Bingliamstown  and  Belmullet),  all  of  which  had  been  inspected; 
and  m the  large  majority  of  instances,  recommended  as  very  urgent  cases 
requiring  instantaneous  relief.  About  one-third  of  these  had  been  submitted 
to  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  their  last  day  of  meeting;  but  instead  of  inves- 
tigating each  application,  and  entering  on  the  books  the  quantity  of  relief 
to  be  given,  I observed  with  surprise  that  the  Guardians  had  contented  them- 
selves with  ordering  every  one  who  appeared  on  the  books  to  receive  four  days’ 
rations,  leaving  no  record  of  the  provision  to  be  permanently  made  for  them. 
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Under  the  circumstances  it  appeared  to  me  that,  without  some  special  order  Bailina  Union, 
from  me,  the  5000  persons  on  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers  must  be 
deprived  of  all  support,  as  the  power  possessed  by  relieving  officers  of  affording 
provisional  relief  does  not  extend  beyond  the  next  Board  day  after  the  appli- 
cation for  relief,  which  period  had  in  all  the  cases  expired.  I therefore  issued 
an  order  to  the  relieving  officers,  in  which  Mr.  Hamilton  joined,  whereby  we 
directed  them  to  continue  for  one  week,  the  provisional  relief  ordered  by  the 
late  Board  of  Guardians,  and  to  afford  a corresponding  amount  of  food  to' each 
of  the  parties  subsequently  entered  on  their  Application  and  Report  Books ; 
and  whom,  on  going  over  their  books  with  the  officers,  we  learned  were  urgently 
in  need  of  immediate  relief.  For  this  purpose,  we  authorized  them  to  obtain 
the  necessary  quantity  of  meal  from  the  contractor  at  Bailina,  and  we  instructed 
them  how  to  bring  it  to  charge  in  their  several  books,  so  as  to  avoid  a confusion 
of  account.  In  the  same  manner,  we  provided  for  the  necessary  wants  of  the 
workhouse  for  the  ensuing  week ; and  I trust  you  will  consider  that  in  thus 
acting  we  have  not  exceeded  our  duty,  and  have  been  justified  by  the  necessity 
of  the  case. 

I am  conscious  that  much  of  the  relief  thus  sanctioned  will  be  distributed  to 
able-bodied  persons,  and  that  by  not  exacting  from  them  a certain  task  of  work, 

I have  violated  the  provisions  of  your  sealed  order ; but  though  I had  drawn 
out  a plan  for  carrying  out  these  directions,  and  meant  to  have  proposed  it  to 
the  Guardians  for  their  adoption,  if  they  had  continued  in  office,  I found  it 
impossible  to  bring  it  into  operation  in  time  to  be  available  for  the  present 
distribution  of  relief ; and  I was  deterred  by  the  representations  of  the  relieving 
officers  and  others,  from  deferring  the  issue  of  food  until  the  machinery  for 
setting  to  work  could  be  brought  to  act.  I have,  however,  made  some  prepa- 
rations for  carrying  out  your  views  as  to  employment,  and  I hope  that  on  their 
first  Board  day,  the  Vice- Guardians  will  be  in  a position  to  exact  a task  of 
stone-breaking  from  every  able-bodied  male  receiving  the  out-door  relief. 

The  total  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Board  during  the  last  three  weeks,  in 
examining  applications  for  relief,  and  recording  their  decision  on  the  books  of 
the  relieving  officers,  together  with  the  indiscriminate  manner  in  which  they 
ordered  out-door  relief  to  be  administered,  have  not  only  produced  an  immense 
arrear  of  applications  which  must  all  be  investigated  before  they  can  be  per- 
manently decided  on,  but  have  furthermore  commenced  the  system  in  so  lax 
and  unguarded  a maimer  that  it  will  require  a large  amount  of  labour  to 
reduce  it  to  order,  and  a resolute  course  of  conduct  to  narrow  the  relief  within 
the  proper  limits,  beyond  which  it  should  never  have  been  allowed  to  extend. 

Under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  I cannot  too  strongly  urge  upon  you 
the  advantage  of  securing  the  immediate  attendance  of  the  paid  officers  who 
are  to  succeed  the  late  Board  of  Guardians ; and  I am  happy  to  see,  by  the 
papers  referred  to  me  this  day,  that  Mr.  Drought  may  be  expected  to  arrive 
immediately. 

I hope  to  meet  Mr.  W.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Richard  Hamilton  in  Bailina 
to-morrow,  and  to  communicate  to  you  our  views  upon  some  other  matters 
connected  with  the  further  administration  of  the  law  in  this  Union. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  29,  184/. 

In  the  difficulties  created  by  the  neglect  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians, 
in  not  having  investigated  the  applications  for  out-door  relief  and  made  a defi- 
nite order  in  each,  whereby  large  numbers  were  transferred  indiscriminately  to 
the  charge  of  the  relieving  officers  for  provisional  relief,  there  appeared  to  have 
been  no  other  course  available  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor,  pend- 
ing the  meeting  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  than  that  adopted  by  you  and  Mr. 
Hamilton,  as  described  in  your  report,  and  the  Commissioners  therefore  approve 
of  it. 


The  Poor  Law  Inspectors  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  25,  1847. 

The  experience  of  the  last  few  weeks  having  shown  us  the  difficulties  of  Erris. 
effectually  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  in  this 
Union,  we  think  the  present  a favourable  time  for  submitting  our  views  and 

L 2 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


76  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

Baliina  Union.,  pointing  out  the  manner  in  which  we  conceive  these  difficulties  may  to  a certain 
extent  be  met. 

The  population  of  this  Union,  according  to  the  Census  of  1841,  was  120,787, 
and  the  number  of  persons  receiving  rations  during  the  week  ended  the 
4th  July  last,  appears  to  have  been  93,612,  exclusive  of*the  Belmullet  and 
Binghamstown  electoral  divisions,  from  whence  no  return  was  received.  When 
it  is  remembered,  that  the  supply  of  food  is  greater  now  than  during  the  past 
year,  and  that  employment  for  the  poor  is  not  more  abundant,  it  may  naturally 
be  expected  that  the  demand  for  relief  from  the  rates,  though  perhaps  it  may 
not  reach  the  same  extent  as  during  the  last  summer,  will  yet  be  very  con- 
siderable. In  confirmation  of  this  opinion  it  may  be  stated  that  at  present  there 
appear  on  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers  for  the  different  electoral  divisions, 
exclusive  of  Belmullet  and  Binghamstown,  the  names  of  upwards  of  5000 
individuals  who  have  been  visited  and  reported  on  as  fit  objects  for  relief,  whilst 
in  the  two  last-named  divisions  alone  the  numbers  amount  to  nearly  4000. 
These  cases  have  been  selected  from  an  infinitely  larger  number  of  applications 
made  to  the  relieving  officers,  and  have  been  reported  on  by  them  as  requiring 
instant  relief. 

The  difficulty  experienced  in  dealing  with  the  poor  of  Belmullet  and  Bing- 
hamstown, distant  upwards  of  40  miles  from  the  town  of  Ballina,  made  it 
necessary  at  an  early  stage  of  the  proceedings  to  appoint  a Committee  for  those 
divisions,  under  the  6th  section  of  the  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  the  large 
increase  of  applications  soon  after,  compelled  the  Guardians  to  engage  a building- 
in  Binghamstown,  which  is  now  under  repair  for  an  auxiliary  workhouse. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  being  now  dissolved,  the  Committee  has  also 
ceased ; but  as  the  causes  which  led  to  its  appointment  still  continue,  some  cor- 
responding plan  must,  in  our  opinion,  be  adopted  by  the  paid  officers.  The 
assistance  afforded  by  this  Committee  was  little  more  than  nominal,  and  Mr. 
Richard  Hamilton  found  that  the  labour  and  responsibility  of  determining  on 
the  different  applications  for  relief  was  entirely  thrown  upon  him,  and  that 
owing  to  the  extent  of  the  distress  and  the  disposition  both  on  the  part  of  the 
relieving  officers  and  of  the  poor  to  impose  (which  his  unacquaintance  with  the 
district  rendered  him  unable  to  detect)  the  important  duty  of  selecting  fit 
objects  for  relief,  was  most  unsatisfactorily  executed.  In  the  Ballina  Board, 
we  regret  to  say,  that  the  duty  of  investigating  the  cases  brought  before  them 
was  for  the  last  three  weeks  completely  neglected,  and  that  relief  was  indis- 
criminately afforded  to  every  one  appearing  on  the  relieving  officers’  books. 

Both  these  circumstances  will  impose  a vast  increase  of  trouble  on  the  paid 
Guardians,  who  will  have  to  determine  not  only  on  the  current  applications 
brought  before  them,  but  on  the  long  arrear  left  behind  by  the  Ballina  Board 
and  the  Erris  Committee. 

By  an  order  under  seal,  which  has  this  day  reached  us,  we  perceive  that  you 
have  appointed  two  paid  officers  to  carry  into  execution  the  provisions  of  the 
law  in  this  Union,  and  we  very  much  fear  that,  under  the  circumstances  we 
have  just  detailed,  it  will  be  found  impossible  for  so  small  a number  duly  to 
perform  the  duties  of  Guardians  in  this  extensive  Union. , 

Assuming  the  principle  still  to  prevail  which  actuated  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  in  Binghamstown,  it  will  be  necessary,  for  the  paid  officers,  or  one 
of  them,  to  attend  there  once  in  every  week.  Two  days  will  be  occupied  in 
travelling,  and  at  least  an  equal  number  in  investigating  the  circumstances  of 
each  applicant, — thus  leaving  but  two  days  in  the  week  for  the  discharge  of  the 
ordinary  business  of  the  remaining  electoral  divisions,  at  the  Ballina  workhouse. 
Our  experience  yesterday,  when  we  examined  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers 
without  calling  in  the  applicants  themselves,  has  satisfied  us  that  the  duty 
cannot  be  effectually  performed  in  less  than  three  days,  and  that  it  might  very 
well  occupy  four;  whilst  the  other  important  business  connected  with  the 
management  of  the  workhouse,  and  the  details  of  the  labour  test,  will  also 
require  a considerable  time  both  in  Ballina  and  Binghamstown. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  think  it  right  to  state,  for  your  information, 
our.  mature  opinion  that  a third  officer  will  be  indispensably  necessary  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  Guardians  of  this  Union ; that  he  should 
reside  in  Binghamstown  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Temporary  Inspector  as 
a Committee  for  receiving  applications,  and  also  as  a visiting  Committee  for 
the  regulation  of  the  house,  and  that  at  certain  intervals  a Board  should  there 
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be  held.  We  have  already  seen  enough  to  satisfy  us  that  it  will  require  much  Baiiina  Union, 
energy  and  unremitting  attention  to  check  imposition  and  fraud,  and  we  feel 
convinced  that  two  officers,  however  diligent,  will  be  found  insufficient  to 
Uhffim  the  maSS  dUtleS  wllich  ^ devolve  upon  them  in  this  extensive 


Reply  to  the  above  -.—December  29,  1S47. 

. accordance  with  your  recommendation,  the  Commissioners  propose 
appomtmg  a third  paid  Guardian  for  the  Union,  and  have  offered  the  appoint- 
ment to  Mr.  J.  D.  Waters,  of  Athy.  1 1 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — January  1,  1S48. 

During  the  past  week  I have  gone  through  this  district,  for  the  purpose  Erris- 
of  ascertanung  the  localities  best  adapted  for  employing  gangs  of  able-bodied 
paupers.  ° ° 

In  consequence  of  the  great  extent  of  these  two  electoral  divisions,  and  the 
in?T1®nse  mimber  of  able-bodied  applicants  for  relief,  I am  fully  persuaded  it 
mil  be  requisite  to  have  at  least  eight  or  nine  stations  for  this  purpose,  as  it 
cannot  be  reasonably  expected  that  any  man  will  be  able  to  walk  a greater 
distance  than  three  miles  to  the  place  at  which  he  may  be  employed. 

Binghamstown  Division  is  upwards  of  ^0  miles  from  end  to  end,  and  by  the 
census  of  1841,  contained  9428  inhabitants,  -who  are  scattered  in  a vast  number 
oi  small  villages  lying  at  short  distances  from  each  other,  nearly  iu  a direct 
line  north  and  south.  The  relieving  officer  for  this  district  has  already  1500 
applicants  on  his  books,  400  of  whom  are  able-bodied. 

Belmullet  Division,  by  the  census  of  1841,  contained  13,345  inhabitants, 
widely  scattered  over  an  area  of  145,598  statute  acres,  and  there  are  upwards 
of  2000  applicants  on  the  books,  500  of  whom  are  able-bodied. 

I should  have  recommended  the  Guardians  as  far  as  possible,  to  make  the 
auxiliary  workhouse  exclusively  a test  for  all  doubtful  applicants,  but  owing  to 
a proprietor  in  the  immediate  vicinity  (Mr.  Walsh),  having  during  the  last 
w eek  unroofed  the  cabins  belonging  to  nearly  all  his  tenants,  and  turned  about 
SO  families  from  the  village  of  Mullaghroe  adrift,  without  covering  almost  of 
any  kind,  I am  afraid  we  shall  have  no  alternative  but  to  fill  the  house  with 
these  people,  although  they  were  a class  of  paupers  who  I should  have  con- 
sidered, the  best  entitled  to  out-door  relief.  I visited  this  village  a month  ago, 
and  found  the  greatest  destitution  existing  in  it ; but  on  going  there  again  the 
day  before  yesterday,  I was  not  a little  astonished  to  find  nothing  but  the  w7alls 
of  the  houses  remaining,  the  inhabitants  being  scattered  through  the  country, 
seeking  shelter  where  they  could  best  find  it. 

As  the  supply  of  turnips,  on  which  a large  proportion  of  the  population  in 
this  district  has  been  subsisting  for  some  months  past,  are  now  nearly  ex- 
hausted, the  distress  has  become  of  a much  more  urgent  nature ; consequently 
I had  no  alternative,  in  order  to  prevent  deaths  from  starvation  during  the  last 
fortnight,  but  to  allow  the  relieving  officers  to  give  a small  supply  of  meal  to 
the  most  distressed  persons  on  their  books,  until  proper  arrangements  could  be 
made  by  the  Guardians,  for  carrying  out  the  Commissioners’  instructions  re- 
garding the  administration  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied. 

I have  no  doubt  that  if  overseers  can  be  found,  who  will  be  firm  in  making 
each  pauper  complete  his  task  of  work  before  he  shall  be  entitled  to  his  ration, 
a great  reduction  will  almost  immediately  be  made  in  the  number  of  applicants, 
as  I am  fully  aware  of  many  parties  on  the  books  wrho  have  means  of  earning 
a subsistence  for  themselves. 

To  give  the  Commissioners  some  idea  of  the  state  of  mendicancy  to  which 
all  classes  in  this  district  are  reduced,  I may  mention  that  no  later  than 
yesterday,  a lady  who  is  proprietor  of  upwards  of  300  acres  of  land,  applied  to 
me  to  have  her  name  put  on  the  relieving  officers  books  for  out-door  relief. 

I am  very  happy  to  state  that  several  of  the  small  proprietors  in  this  district 
have  at  last  decided  upon  applying  for  advances,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Land  Improvement  Act.  Mr.  Carter  (who  is  one  of  the  principal  proprietors) 
has  applied  for  60007 ; and  I think  the  drainage  on  his  estate  will  be  com- 
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Baiima  Union,  menced  almost  immediately,  which  will  afford  a vast  deal  of  relief  to  the  most 
distressed  portions  of  the  two  electoral  divisions. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  4,  1848. 

I am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your-  report  of  the  1st  instant, 
relating  to  the  Ballina  Union,  in  which  you  state  that  in  the  Belmullet  district 
it  will  be  necessary  to  have,  at  least,  eight  or  nine  stations  at  which  to  employ 
the  able-bodied  paupers  in  the  receipt  of  out-door  relief ; and  I am  directed  to 
request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  state  -whether  you  have  made  this 
suggestion  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements,  and  to  whom,  therefore,  you  should  propose  whatever  you  con- 
sider advisable. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton’s  Reply: — January  8,  1848. 

Upon  the  dissolution  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  I made  such 
arrangements,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Bourke  and  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  as 
we  considered  would  best  meet  the  exigencies  of  our  respective  districts. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  I received  a communication  from 
Lieutenant  Hamilton,  in  which  he  stated,  that  the  Guardians  proposed  visiting 
the  Erris  district  on  the  3rd  instant ; but,  at  the  same  time,  expressing  his 
doubts  whether  they  would  be  able  to  fulfil  their  intentions,  owing  to  the 
arrear  of  business  left  by  the  late  Board. 

Finding  that  the  Guardians  did  not  arrive  on  the  2nd  instant,  I wrote  on  the 
3rd  to  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  stating  that,  unless  some  decided  steps  were  taken 
by  the  Guardians  for  the  proper  administration  of  relief  in  Erris,  I anticipated 
the  worst  consequences  ; and,  among  other  subjects  connected  with  the  district, 
I mentioned  that  nine  stations,  at  which  to  employ  able-bodied  paupers,  would 
be  required. 

I received  a reply  from  him,  stating  he  had  laid  my  letter  before  the 
Guardians,  who  requested  him  to  mention  that,  as  Mr.  Waters  (the  Guardian 
specially  appointed  for  Erris)  was  hourly  expected,  they  would  supply  him 
with  funds,  and  request  he  would  place  himself  at  once,  in  communication 
with  me. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  this,  together  -with  your  letter,  I determined 
upon  starting  for  Ballina,  in  the  hopes  of  meeting  Mr,  Waters,  and  conferring 
with  him  and  the  other  Vice-Guardians.  I was  fortunate  enough  to  meet 
them,  and  am  happy  to  add,  they  have  approved  of  all  the  steps  I was  com- 
pelled to  take  on  my  own  responsibility,  with  regard  to  the  preservation  of 
human  life. 

I have  laid  before  them  my  suggestions  as  to  carrying  out  the  Commissioners’ 
instructions,  respecting  the  administration  of  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied 
paupers,  in  which  they  coincide. 

Mr.  Waters  and  myself  purpose  going  this  day  to  Belmullet,  with  a full 
understanding  as  to  our  future  proceedings. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners/. — January  9,  1848. 

In  my  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  I briefly  detailed  the  proceedings  during 
the  interval  which  elapsed  between  the  dissolution  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians 
(and  consequently  the  Committee  which  was  deputed  to  act  for  this  district)  and 
the  arrival  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 

I have  only  to  add  that  Mr.  Waters  and  myself  will  lose  no  time  in  taking 
the  necessary  steps  to  place  matters  on  a more  satisfactory  footing  than  has 
hitherto  existed ; and  with  this  view,  notice  has  been  given  to  each  of  the 
relieving  officers,  to  warn  all  applicants  to  attend  at  stated  places  on  appointed 
days  during  the  ensuing  week,  in  order  that  their  cases  may  be  properly  inves- 
tigated. 

Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — January  4,  1848. 

On  visiting  the  auxiliary  workhouse  at  Binghamstown  yesterday,  I 
found  the  doors  surrounded  by  several  hundreds  of  the  most  miserable  looking 
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objects  seeking  admittance,  and  stating  they  had  no  place  whatsoever  to  shelter 
them  at  night,  or  a morsel  of  food  of  any  description  to  eat : however,  as  the 
available  portion  of  the  building  was  quite  inadequate  to  accommodate  such  a 
number  of  paupers,  I had  no  alternative  but  to  refuse  taking  them  in,  at  the 
same  time  giving  them  to  understand  that  they  should  be  admitted  as  soon  as 
accommodation  could  be  provided  for  them. 

Under  these  circumstances,  together  with  the  certainty  that  it  will  be  abso- 
lutely  requisite  to  provide  in-door  accommodation  for  nearly  1000  persons  in 
the  district,  I think  it  would  be  most  desirable  that  the  unfinished  portion  of 
the  buildings  attached  to  the  workhouse  should,  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
be  made  available,  and  likewise  that  a range  of  temporary  sheds  for  day-rooms^ 
school-rooms,  & c.,  should  be  erected  in  the  outside  yard ; but,  in  order  to 
carry  on  any  extensive  work  on  the  premises,  I would  suggest  that  the  Commis- 
sioners should  send  down  a person  who  had  some  previous  knowledge  of 
building,  in  order  to  take  a general  superintendence  of  the  works,  and°keep 
accounts  of  expenditure,  &c. ; as  from  the  experience  I have  had  of  the  parties 
at  present  employed,  I consider  they  have  not  energy  sufficient  to  complete  any 
task  of  work.  J 

At  my  suggestion,  Mr.  W.  Bingham  (proprietor  of  the  house)  was  employed 
by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  at  1/.  per  week,  to  take  charge  of  the  premises 
until  proper  officers  should  be  appointed;  but,  as  no  officers  have  as  yet 
arrived,  he  still  remains.  J 

There  are  upwards  of  30  orphan  children  at  present  in  the  auxiliary  work- 
house,  most  of  whom  I sent  there  myself,  in  order  to  prevent  their  dying  on 
the  roads  for  want  of  shelter.  No  other  class  of  persons  has  been  admitted,  or 
indeed  could  be  admitted,  until  a proper  division  is  made  to  separate  the  males 
and  females. 

I may  remark,  with  reference  to  the  admission  of  paupers,  that  fever  has 
greatly  increased  in  this  district  -within  the  last  few  weeks ; and  should  it 
break  out  in  the  workhouse  (which  is  more  than  likely),  there  is  no  hospital 
or  place  for  the  reception  of  patients  nearer  than  Ballina,  a distance  of  upwards 
of  40  miles. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  20,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  suggestion,  that  a competent  person  should  be 
sent  to  superintend  the  additional  buildings  proposed  to  be  erected  at  the 
auxiliary  workhouse  at  Binghamstown,  I am  to  state  that  Mr.  Wilkinson 
received  instructions,  in  accordance  with  your  suggestion,  to  employ  a clerk  of 
works,  and  to  forward  the  plans  for  the  temporary  buildings  necessary,  pend- 
ing the  erection  of  the  permanent  workhouse. 


The  Vice-Guardi  axs  of  Ballina  Union  to  the  Commissioners: — 
January  5,  1848. 

We  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  present  report. 

1st.  As  to  the  state  of  the  house,  everything  lias  since  been  satisfactory,  with 
the  exception  that  on  Friday  last,  a refractory  spirit  was  manifested  by  the  able- 
bodied  inmates  who  refused  to  work.  We  immediately  went  amongst  them, 
and  by  ordering  some. to  be  dismissed  forthwith  and  all  allowances  to  be 
stopped,  succeeded  in  bringing  them  to  a sense  of  duty. 

2nd.  As  to  collection  of  rates,  we  have  with  the  solicitor  revised  all  the 
collectors  books,  and  directed  proceedings  to  be  commenced  against  all 
defaulters  for  various  amounts,  making  in  the  aggregate  about  400/. ; first  send- 
ing to  each  person  to  whom  we  deemed  it  necessary  a printed  letter,  a copy  of 
wliich  is  enclosed.  The  names  of  the  defaulters,  the  sums  due  by  each,  the 
nature  of  the  proceedings  ordered  to  be  taken,  and  the  reasons  for  adopting 
the  particular  mode  of  procedure  in  each  case  will  shortly  be  submitted  for 
your  approval  with  the  result  so  far. 

3rd.  With  respect  to  the  revision  of  the  lists,  we  have,  in  every  case  where  it 
appeared  indispensably  necessary,  subjected  each  applicant  to  personal  exami- 
nation ; but  owing  to  the  neglect  ol  the  late  Guardians  in  not  revising  the 
relieving  officers’  books,  and  owing  to  the  immense  amount  of  destitution  appa- 
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rently  existing  in  the  country  the  applicants  for  relief  have  increased  to  an 
enormous  number  : and  from  all  accounts  we  hear,  we  are  led  to  believe,  that 
though  much  imposture  is  practised,  still  many  are  in  that  state,  that  if  all  relief 
is  withheld  they  undoubtedly  will  perish,  and  consequent  odium  attach  to  us  as 
Government  officers. 

We  are  perfectly  aware  of  the  immense  advantage  to  be  derived,  from  the 
personal  examination  of  all  applicants  for  relief,  and  the  consequent  facility  of 
offering  the  best  of  all  tests,  that  of  the  workhouse.  . This  we  would  willingly 
do  at  any  amount  of  labour  to  ourselves ; but  it  is  evident  that  if  we  did  so  in 
all  cases,  many  weeks  would  elapse  before  those  applicants  whose  names  have 
been  returned  up  to  this  time,  could  he  examined,  and  consequently  before  they 
could  be  relieved,  and  in  the  mean  time,  the  numbers  on  the  list  would  be  daily 
increasing. 

It,  therefore,  appears  that  there  are  only  three  courses  open  to  us. 

1st.  To  permit  relief  to  be  granted  to  all  applicants  till  time  would  permit 
us  to  sanction  it  by  personal  examination.  This  would  be  to  act  illegally. 

2nd.  To  withhold  all  relief,  until  we  have  examined  each  applicant  personally 
and  approved  of  him.  This  would  endanger  many  lives. 

3rd.  To  revise  for  the  present,  without  personal  examination,  all  the  names 
now  on  the  lists ; and  judging  from  the  representations  made  by  the  relieving 
officers  as  well  as  from  other  sources,  and  also  by  putting  ourselves  in  a position 
to  offer  the  workhouse  test  wherever  we  may  deem  it  necessary,  to  approve 
of  such  as  may  seem  fit  to  us,  restricting  the  amount  of  relief  afforded  as  much 
as  possible,  until  time  will  permit  us  to  revise  the  lists  more  strictly  by  per- 
sonal examination,  which  course  we  propose  adopting  in  every  case,  as  soon 
as  the  arrears  are  disposed  of. 

No  doubt  much  abuse  may  arise  from  adopting  this  course,  but  under  all 
the  circumstances,  we  apprehend  it  will  be  the  evil  of  the  least  magnitude ; 
and  we  must  feel  that  any  amount  of  evil  so  arising,  is  in  a great  measure 
to  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  late  Guardians,  who  did  not  take  steps  to  pre- 
vent such  an  arrear  of  business  and  such  consequent  destitution. 

We  have  placed  ourselves  in  a position  to  offer  freely  the  workhouse  test. 
It  lias  answered  our  expectations,  and  much  imposition  has  been  checked,  and 
considerable  destitution  of  principle  manifested. 

We  have  commenced  the  labour  test;  the  details  and  machinery  have  been 
arranged,  so  as  to  afford  sufficient  checks  on  all  parties,  and  can  be  submitted 
for  your  approval  if  necessary. 

Mr.  Bourke’s  suggestions  have  been  highly  valuable  in  this  instance. 

In  conclusion,  we  confidently  expect  that  by  being  able  to  offer  the  tests  of 
the  workhouse  and  of  labour,  the  expense  of  out-door  relief  will  not  be  so 
enormous  as  has  been  feared. 

We  may  remark  that  our  difficulties  have  been  considerably  increased,  owing 
to  the  arrears  into  which  the  clerk’s  business  has  fallen,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  out-door  relief. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  18,  1848. 

I am  directed  to -request  your  attention  to  the  provisions  contained  in 
the  58th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  and  to  the  Commissioners’ 
regulations  for  the  punishment  of  disorderly  and  refractory  paupers.  The 
Commissioners  consider  it  to  be  more  expedient  to  resort  to  the  means 
authorized  by  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  and  the  general  regulations  for  the 
punishment  of  disorderly  or  refractory  paupers,  than  to  pmiish  them  by 
dismissal  from  the  workhouse. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  as  regards  the  allowances  referred  to,  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Commissioners  is  unfavourable  to  giving  extra  rations  to 
paupers,  as  whatever  services  they  may  be  required  to  perform  are  due,  and 
should  be  given  without  reward. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Ballina  Union  to  the  Commissioners: — 
January  12,  1848. 

We  beg  to  forward  our  report  as  to  the  collection  of  the  rate,  and  also  a 
schedule  showing  the  amount  that  was  due  by  each  party ; the  proceedings  that 
we  have  directed  in  each  case,  and  the  results  so  far.  We  have  in  many  instances, 
been  obliged  to  resort  to  proceedings  in  the  superior  courts,  for  the  following 
reasons, — 1st.  From  the  time  that  we  were  appointed  we  were  not  able  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  enable  us  to  proceed  before  the  Barrister  at  sessions,  as  12  days’ 
notice  was  necessary.  2nd.  Magisterial  summonses  have  not  been  hitherto 
effective,  nor  are  they  likely  to  be  so,  the  magistrates  being  in  the  constant  habit 
of  postponing  the  sessions,  and  thereby  causing  delay.  We  fear  this  is  done  inten- 
tionally, and  are  of  opinion,  that  the  resident  magistrate  should  be  required  to 
adjudicate  at  the  next  sessions,  1st  of  February,  if  the  local  magistrates  will  not 
act.  The  local  magistrates  are  also,  as  is  reported  to  us,  in  the  habit  of  decreeing 
for  a much  less  amount  than  what  may  be  due,  upon  any  trivial  cause  shown, 
which  renders  appeals,  and  consequently  delays,  necessary.  Two  collectors  reported 
this  to  us  yesterday,  they  having  lost  seven  weeks  owing  to  postponements,  having 
summoned  defaulters  for  several  hundred  pounds.  The  amount  paid  in  since  we 
came,  from  the  28th  December  to  11th  January,  was  973/.  The  preliminary 
steps  for  taking  proceedings  in  the  superior  courts,  have  in  many  instances  effected 
an  immediate  settlement ; but  in  all  such  cases  in  which  it  appears  by  the 
annexed  schedule,  that  such  steps  have  been  taken,  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  get 
special  leave  from  you  to  commence  actions  ; and  we  are  anxious  that  such  per- 
mission should  be  granted,  without  delay,  to  enable  us  to  obtain  execution  in  as 
short  a time  as  possible,  the  20th  of  January  being  the  last  day  for  filing 
declarations.  • 

In  many  instances,  even  the  stringent  proceedings  we  have  directed  may  fail, 
owing  to  the  inability  of  defaulters  to  pay  ; but  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  leave  no 
stone  unturned  to  effect  a collection  of  the  rates,  and  hope  for  your  sanction  of  our 
proceedings  so  far,  and  your  special  authority  to  continue  the  same,  where  such 
authority  is  necessary. 

We  will  forward  another  report  upon  the  state  of  the  house  and  the  labour  list, 
showing  the  details  of  the  system  we  have  established. 

Enclosure. 


A List  of  Poor-Rate  Defaulters  in  the  Union  of  Ballina,  showing  the  Amount 
remaining  due  by  each,  and  the  Directions  of  the  Vice-Guardians  in  reference  to  the 
recovery  thereof. 


Names,  &c. 

Amount  due. 

Directions  of  Vice-Guardians  for  Recovery  of  Rate. 

£.  s.  d. 

Lord  Clanmorris,  (lessor)  . 

9 15  11* 

The  last  Tate  has  been  paid  by  the  agent  of  the  present 
nobleman.  The  amount  now  due  is  for  former  rates 
made  in  the  lifetime  of  the  father  of  the  present  Lord 
Clanmorris,  when  the  property  had  been  in  the  hands 
of  trustees  (resident  in  Dublin),  to  whom  the  Guardians 
direct  application  to  he  made,  and  against  whom,  if 
necessary,  proceedings  are  directed  in  the  superior 
Courts,  Dublin. 

Jas.  Anderson,  esq.,  (lessor) 

72  5 0 

There  is  a receiver  over  the  property  of  this  gentleman. 
An  application  to  be  made  to  the  Court  for  an  order 
on  receiver  to  pay  the  amount,  if  he  refuse  payment 
on  application. 

Annesley  Knox,  esq.,  (lessor) 

97  5 2 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  This  amount  has  been 
paid  upon  proceedings  having  been  threatened. 

Capt.  Wm.  Atkinson,  (lessor) 

104  11  7 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  This  sum  includes  two 
rates.  He  has  been  served  with  a writ,  and  the  con- 
sent, in  writing,  of  the  Commissioners,  is  required 
before  the  declaration  can  he  filed. 

Lieut.-Col.  Geo.  V.  Jackson, 
(lessor). 

93  19  6* 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  issued  against 
this  gentleman,  but  not  served,  in  consequence  of  his 
paving  49/.  on  account,  and  promising  payment  of 
balance  as  soon  as  possible.  With  this  arrangement 
the  Guardians  were  satisfied,  feeling  from  his  explana- 
tion that  he  was  most  willing  to  pay  all,  and  was  pre- 
vented bv  his  present  inability. 

Colonel  Knox  Gore,  (lessoT 
and  occupier). 

166  0 0 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  "Writ  issued  against 
this  gentleman,  who  is  at  present  resident  at  Kingstown, 
near  Dublin.  Written  consent  of  Commissioners  re- 
quired. 

M 

Ballina  Union. 
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A List  of  Poor-Rate  Defaulters  in  the  Union  of  Ballina,  & c. — continued. 


Namei,  &c. 

Amount  due. 

£.  s.  d. 

John  F.  Knox,  esq.,  (lessor) 

45 

16 

0 

Earl  of  Arran,  (lessor)  . 

135 

9 

7 

James  V.  Jackson,  esq.,  (lessor 

21 

14 

5 

and  occupier). 

William  Mallev,  senior,  esq., 

21 

16 

4 

(occupier). 

Henry  Crofton,  esq.,  (lessor) 

37 

18 

6 

John  Bourke,  esq.,  (lessor 

153 

0 

0 

and  occupier). 

Harbour  Commissioners  (oc- 

22 

10 

0 

cupiers). 

John  Hendrv,  (occupier)  . 

13 

2 

10 

John  Gardiner,  (occupier)  . 

13 

0 

0 

Robert  Jones,  esq.,  (lessor)  . 

80 

13 

84 

Thomas  Jones,  esq.,  (lessor) 

19 

2 

64 

Robert  Moore,  (occupier)  . 

9 14 

0 

Mrs.  Bourke,  (occupier) 

6 

3 

5 

John  M'Hugh,  esq.,  (lessor) 

19 

9 

0 

Henry  William  Knox,  esq.,  ■ 
(lessor) — Rate  6th  July, 
1847. 

75 

7 

6 

Rate  17th  August,  1846  . 

19 

0 

0 

Edward  Ackinson,  (occupier) 

8 

16 

8 

Stephen  Loftus,  (occupier)  . 

5 

8 

0 

Miss  Creemmer,  (lessor)  . 

10 

4 

10 

Mr.  Bury,  (lessor)  . 

6 

15 

0 

Thos.  Howley,  esq.,  (lessor) 

22 

0 

0 

Walter  Bourke,  esq.,  (lessor) 

80 

18 

3 

William  Orme,  esq.,  (lessor) 

91 

0 

6 

John  Knox,  esq.,  Castlerea, 

137 

9 

7 

(lessor). 

Captain  John,  and  H.  W. 
Knox,  esq.,  (lessors). 

54 

2 10 

Francis  W.  Knox,  esq.,  (lessor) 

18 

9 

7 

Thomas  Palmer,  esq.,  (lessor) 

58 

15 

3 

John  Perkins,  esq.,  (lessor) . 28  19  9£l 

Arthur  Perkins,  esq.,  (lessor)  51  10  24  j 


Captain  John  Knox,  (lessor) 


37  8 5 


William  Knox  Orme,  esq., 
(lessor). 

Richard  J.  G,  Green,  esq., 
(lessor). 

Thomas  Waldron,  (occupier) 
William  Kirkwood,  (lessor) . 
John  Knox,  esq.,  (lessor)  . 


27  1 3$ 

27  16  2 

22  4 0 
29  19  6 
11  15  2 


Directions,  &c. 


Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  issued,  but  not 
served,  iu  consequence  of  Mr.  Knox  evading  the  ser- 
vice. 

Paid. 

Paid,  less  by  about  61.,  upon  writ  having  been  issued 
against  him.  Promises  to  pay  balance  in  a few  days. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Proceedings  threatened 
by  letter,  and  amount  paid,  less  by  5l.  10 s.,  for  which 
he  has  got  a short  time  for  payment. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  served.  Consent  of 
Commissioners  required  previous  to  filing  declaration. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts  by  outlawry.  This 
gentleman  resides  somewhere  on  the  Continent.  The 
proceedings  directed  must  be  sanctioned  by  the  Com- 
missioners. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Prayed  time  until  his 
return  to  the  country  from  Dublin,  in  a fortnight, 
which  was  given  to  him  by  the  Guardians. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Paid  lOf.  on  account, 
and  got  a short  time  for  payment  of  balance. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  served.  Consent 
of  Commissioners  required  before  declaration  filed. 


To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts  if  resident  in  Ireland,  if 
not,  month’s  notice  on  occupiers. 

Receiver  over  this  gentleman’s  property.  Application 
to  be  made  to  receiver;  if  not  paid,  application  to 
Court  for  an  order  to  compel  him.  Receiver  paid  on 
solicitor’s  application. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Paid  on  being  threatened 
with  proceedings. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Paid  on  being  threatened 
with  proceedings. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  On  being  applied  to 
by  solicitor,  paid  50 1.,  and  got  time  from  Guardians, 
until  5th  March,  for  payment  of  the  balance. 

Receiver  over  this  gentleman’s  property.  Application 
to  receiver,  and  on  his  refusal,  to  Court  for  an  order. 
Receiver  has  been  applied  to  by  solicitor,  and  states 
he  has  no  funds. 

Receiver  over  this  property.  Receiver  has  stated  his 
willingness  to  pay,  but  that  the  Messrs.  Knox  have 
desired  him  not.  An  application  to  the  Court  for  an 
order  to  compel  him. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  served — 12 1. 
then  paid,  and  a promise  given  of  payment  of  balance 
and  costs  within  a fortnight. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  served.  Com- 
missioners’ consent  in  writing  required,  to  enable  soli- 
citor to  proceed. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Both  those  gentlemen 
paid  on  being  threatened  with  proceedings  in  superior 
Courts. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  served.  Written 
sanction  of  Commissioners  required  to  enable  solicitor 
to  proceed. 

This  gentleman  resides  out  of  the  kingdom.  A month’s 
notice  to  be  served  on  the  occupiers. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  served.  Com- 
missioners’ consent  required  for  further  proceedings. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  served.  Com- 
missioners’ consent  required. 
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AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

A List  of  Poor-rate  Defaulters  in  the  Union  of  Ballina,  &c. — continued. 


Names,  &c. 

1 Amount  due. 

1 £ 

T 

William  Phibbs,  esq.,  (lessor) 

16  17 

4 

John  Orme,  esq.,  (lessor)  . 

11 

7 

0 

James  A.  Knox,  esq.,  (lessor) 

13 

16 

2 

John  Palmer,  esq.,  (lessor)  . 

13 

12 

4*1 

Wm.  Palmer,  esq.,  (lessor). 

7 

13 

7 J 

Rev.  Mr.  Burrowes,  (lessor) 

15 

17 

6 

Wm.  Gardiner,  esq.,  (lessor) 

13 

3 11* 

Mervyn  Pratt,  esq.,  (lessor) . 

118 

7 

1 

Thomas  Pagett,  esq.,  (lessor) 
Wm.  Ormsby,  esq.,  (lessor). 

130 

0 

0 

James  Nowlan,  (occupier)  . 

7 

1 

3 

Rev.  St.  George  Knox  (lessor) 

10 

0 

0 

Charles  Goodwin,  esq.,  (lessor 

17 

2 

4 

Henry  Goodwin,  esq.,  (lessor) 

14 

6 

9 

Wm.  O’Handy,  esq.,  (lessor, 

12 

0 

0 

resident  at  Kinnegad,  or 
near  it). 

Henry  Rogers,  (lessor  and 

10 

0 

0 

occupier). 

John  Gardiner,  (occupier)  . 

3 

4 

3 

Robert  Gardiner,  (lessor)  . 

9 

15 

8 

Duke  Ormsby,  (lessor)  . 

■8 

13 

11 

Miss  Handy,  (lessor,  resident 

10 

12 

o* 

in  Dublin). 

Mrs.  Irwin,  (lessor,  resident 

64 

0 

2 

in  Dublin). 

Captain  Knox,  (lessor)  . 

31 

9 

5* 

Mr.  Cheevers,  (lessor)  . . 

10 

18 

o* 

Mrs.  Handy,  (lessor)  . 

23 

15 

8* 

St.  George  Stock,  (lessor)  . 

19 

16 

3 

Mrs.  Armstrong,  (lessor)  . 

33 

14  11* 

Minors,  Ormsby,  (lessors)  . 

58  12 

7 

Denis  Bingham,  esq.,  (lessor) 

141 

14 

0 

Rev.  Richard  Handy,  (lessor) 

10 

1 

3 

Wm.  H.  Orme,  esq.,  (lessor) 

6 19  11 

Daniel  Madden,  (lessor) 

36 

L4 

8 

Edward  Deane,  esq.,  (lessor) 

19 

L4 

2* 

Mrs.  Bingham,  (lessor) 

24  17 

2 

John  Walsh,  esq.,  (lessor)  . 

63  16 

1 

J asperV.  Fowler,  esq.,  (lessor) 

20 

9 

0* 

Henrv  Bingham,  esq.,  lessor) 

22  17 

04 

Mrs.  Short,  (lessor) 

11 

18 

6* 

Francis  B.  Knox,  esq., (lessor) 

17 

15 

7* 

J.  W.  Richards,  esq.,  (lessor) 

5 

4 

5 

M.  Atkinson,  esq.,  (lessor)  . 

18 

11 

4* 

Thos.  M'Cloughery,  (occupier) 

27  13 

9 

Henry  Simpson  (occupier)  . 

27  17 

3 

Lady  Ormsby  Gore,  (lessnr) 

8 

7 

2 

William  Halliday,  (occupier) 

15 

0 

0 

Directions,  &c. 


Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  This  gentleman  is  resi- 
dent on  the  Continent. 

Paid  on  application  by  solicitor. 

Paid  on  application  by  solicitor. 

The  property  of  both  those  gentlemen  being  under  a re- 
ceiver, an  application  to  be  made  to  him  for  payment, 
and  afterwards  to  Court,  in  the  event  of  his  refusal. 
Receiver  refuses  to  pay,  saying  that  the  property  is 
leased , and  that  accordingly  the  occupiers  should  be 
rated.  He  admits  that  he  has  funds. 

Paid  on  application  by  solicitor. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  This  gentleman  is  at 
present  resident  in  Dublin.  A writ  has  been  issued 
against  him,  which  will,  if  possible,  be  served.  The 
consent  of  Commissioners  required  for  this  proceeding. 
To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  issued,  but  not 
served.  Ormsby  evaded  service. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  not  served,  in 
consequence  of  Goodwin’s  evading  the  service  of  it. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  issued,  and  very 
likely  served. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  issued.  Com- 
missioners’ consent  required. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Have  not  been  able  to 
ascertain  in  what  part  of  Dublin  she  resides. 

Mr.  Knox  being  resident  out  of  the  kingdom,  a month’s 
notice  to  be  served  on  the  occupiers. 

A month’s  notice  on  the  occupiers. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  issued.  Com- 
missioners’ consent. 

Month’s  notice  on  occupiers,  Mr.  Stock  living  out  of  the 
kingdom. 

Month’s  notice  on  occupiers,  Mrs.  Armstrong  living  out  of 
the  kingdom. 

Those  are  wards  of  Chancery.  An  application  to  be 
made  to  the  Court  for  an  order  for  payment. 
Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Mr.  Bingham  resides  at 
present  at  Kingstown.  Writ  issued.  Commissioners’ 
consent  required. 

Notice  on  occupiers,  Mr.  Handy  not  residing  in  the  Union. 
Notice  on  occupiers,  Mr.  Orme  not  residing  in  the  Union. 
Case  pending  before  magistrates. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  He  resides  in  Dublin, 
and  is  an  attorney.  Consent  of  Commissioners  re- 
quired before  declaration  can  be  filed.  The  issuing  of 
a writ  unnecessary,  as  he  is  an  attorney. 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  issued.  Consent  of 
Commissioners  required.  Mr.  Fowler  lives  in  Dublin. 
To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

To  be  summoned  before  magistrate. 

Application  to  be  made  to  him  by  solicitor ; he  resides  in 
Dublin.  Application  has  been  made  to  him  by  letter. 

A month’s  notice  on  the  occupiers ; Mr.  Richards  re- 
siding out  of  the  Union. 

Paid  the  amount  to  collector  on  solicitor’s  threatening 
proceedings  against  him  in  superior  Courts. 

Summons. 


do  so. 
Summons. 


M2 


Ballina  Union, 
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84  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


A List  of  Poor-Rate  Defaulters  in  the  Union  of  Ballina,  &c. — continued. 


Names.  <£c. 

Amount  due. 

Directions,  &c. 

Captain  Ormsby,  (lessor)  . 

£.  *.  d. 
5 11  3 * 

Receiver  over  this  gentleman’s  property ; application 

Edward  Simpson,  (occupier) 

9 3 4 

to  be  made  to  him. 
Summons. 

James  Pagett,  esq.,  (lessor)  . 

30  15  10 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  issued  but  not 

Edward  Atkinson,  (occupier) 

i 5 0 0 

served,  Mr.  Pagett  having  left  the  country  for  Dublin 
before  the  arrival  of  the  writ.  A renewal  about  to 
be  issued  and  served  in  Dublin.  Commissioners’ 
consent  required. 

Summons. 

Pat  Sweeny,  (occupier). 

2 10  0 

A balance.  Summons. 

John  Lavalle,  (occupier)  . 

5 14  4 

Lavelle  having  left,  proceedings  bv  summons  to  be 

John  Walker,  (occupier) 

5 16  0 

taken  against  the  next  occupier. 
Summons. 

F rancis  Caffrey,  (occupier)  . 

6 18  0 

Summons. 

Edw.  Patterson,  esq.,  (lessor) 

6 0 0 

Not  resident  in  the  Union.  Solicitor  to  ascertain  his 

Mr.  Fenton,  (occupier)  . 

3 10  0 

address  and  write  to  him. 

William  Beatty,  (occuper)  . 

6 17  4 

Distress. 

George  Beatty,  (occupier)  . 

7 13  2 

Distress. 

Louis  Jones,  (occupier) 

18  18  5* 

Distress. 

John  Stenson,  (occupier) 

7 12  5 

Summons. 

William  Urmsbv,  (occupier) 

5 12  10 

Summons. 

James  M'Nair,  (lessor) . . 

7 15  9 

Apothecary  to  the  workhouse.  This  sum  to  be  retained 

Fras.  Murphy,  esq.,  (lessor) 

6 0 0 

from  his  salary. 

Not  resident  in  the  Union.  Solicitor  to  ascertain  his 

Edward  Howley,  esq.,  (lessor) 

20  4 2 

address  and  write  to  him. 
This  stands  over. 

Wm.  H.  Orme,  esq.,  (lessor) 

84  5 0 

This  gentleman  is  resident  abroad.  It  is  believed  there 

William  Knox  Orme,  esq.. 

34  6 1 

is  a receiver  over  his  property.  If  so,  nn  application 
to  the  Court  for  an  order  to  compel  payment. 

A month’s  notice  on  the  occupier,  as  this  gentleman 

(lessor). 

Captain  Knox,  and  H.  W. 

23  17  2 

resides  out  of  the  kingdom. 

See  former  rule  about  this  case.  This  sum  is' payable 

Knox,  esq.,  (lessors). 

Chas.  O’Donnell,  esq.,  (lessor) 

21  10  0 

in  addition  to  the  amouut  before  mentioned. 

This  gentleman  is  resident  abroad.  A month's  notice 

Geo.  H.  Orme,  esq.,  (occupier) 

7 10  7 

on  occupiers. 
Summons. 

Walter  Bourke,  esq.,  (lessor) 

5 19  2 

Resides  in  Dublin ; solicitor  to  write  to  him.  Has 

Mrs.  Atkinson,  (lessor) 

7 13  0 

been. written  to. 
Summons. 

George  Irwin,  (lessor)  . 

18  18  5 

Summons. 

William  Johnson,  (lessor)  . 

10  9 8 

Mrs.  James  Nolan,  (lessor) 

18  1 4 

Summons. 

The  Minors  Joynt,  (lessor) 

6 18 

Application  to  receiver;  if  not  paid,  application  to 

Mrs.  Jackson,  (lessor)  . . 

6 4 9 

Court. 

She  is  a non-resident.  Collector  to  write  to  Mr.  Clen- 

Mrs.  Pugh 

9 3 10* 

dening,  her  agent. 
Distrain  the  lauds. 

Pat  Fergus,  (lessor  and  occu- 

9 16  10 

Distrain  where  he  is  occupier;  15  days’ notice,  and 

pier). 

Luke  Coyne,  (lessor) 

15  17  6 

summons  for  the  balance. 

A month’s  notice  on  occupiers. 

Cornelius  Kelly,  (lessor)  . 

6 3 6* 

To  be  writen  to.  Does  not  live  in  the  Union. 

George  Irwin,  (lessor)  . 

7 4 0 

Month’s  notice  on  occupiers. 

James  Burns,  (lessor)  . 

32  14  1 

William  Haliday,  (occupier) 

30  1 8 

Summons. 

Representative  of  William 

20  11  5 

Proceedings  in  superior  Courts.  Writ  served.  Consent 

Culkin,  (lessor), 

Robert  Verschoyle,  (lessor) 

9 18  2 

of  Commissioners  required. 
Stands. 

John  Fair  (occupier) 

60  0 0 

Distress. 

Edward  Atkinson,  (occupier) 

40  6 0 

Settled  by  his  account  with  the  Guardians,  as  one  of 

Tbad.  O’Dowda,  esq.,  (lessor) 

49  4 0 

the  contractors. 

Summons  pending  before  magistrate. 

George  H.  Moore,  esq.,  M.P., 

28  4 1 

His  agent  promises  to  pay  in  a few  davs. 

(lessor). 

George  Moore,  esq.,  (lessor) 

20  3 3 i 

Application  to  be  made  to  Mr.  Clendening,  the  receiver 

Francis  Evans,  (lessor) 

24  17  5 

over  the  property. 

Application  to  Court,  if  receiver  refuses  to  pay.  Re- 

Mrs.  Louis  Atkinson 

29  8 9 

ceiver  states  he  has  no  funds  for  the  purpose. 

William  Ham  . 

7 4 9* 

Settled  by  his  account  against  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

Ballina , January  11,  1848. 


Thomas  MacAndrew,  Solicitor. 
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Lieut.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  17,  1848. 

• J ?AVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  the  annexed  letters  which  I have 
received  from  Messrs.  MacAndrew  and  Irwin,  rate  collectors,  complaining  of 
the  constant  adjournments  of  the  Ballina  Petty  Sessions. 

I have  to  request,  that  the  Commissioners  will  have  the  goodness  to  com- 
municate with  the  proper  authorities,  in  order  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  this 
very  just  cause  of  complaint. 

Enclosures. 

Mr.  MacAndrew  to  Mr.  W.  Hamilton: — January  14,  184S. 

I beo  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  I have  had  a large  number  of  summonses  served 
upon  defaulting  rate-payers  for  the  last  three  weeks,  and  there  has  been  no  Petit  Sessions’ 
Oourt  here  since,  to  dispose  of  those  eases.  The  last  Court  was  held  on  the  21st  December 
and  during  the  interval  between  that  time  and  the  present  date  there  have  been  two  days’ 
appointed  for  holding  a Court,  one  on  the  4th  January,  and  the  other  on  the  1 1th  - but  on 
each  day  one  magistrate  only  attended  to  adjourn  the  Court.  I stated  to  the  one  magistrate 
tnat  clui  attend,  that  he  alone  could  adjudicate  on  poor-rate  summonses,  but  he  declined  doincr 
so  without  the  aid  of  a second  magistrate.  The  Court  now  stands  adjourned  till  the  1st  of 


Mr.  Irwin  to  Captain  Hamilton  -.—January  15,  1848. 

It  is  quite  impossible  for  a collector  to  bring  in  rates,  especially  out  of  a poor  district,  in 
consequence  of  the  non-attendance  of  the  magistrates  at  the  Ballina  Petit  Sessions.  We  had 
no  Court  there  since  the  14th  December,  nor  shall  have  until  the  1st  of  February  next.  We 
had  two  or  three  adjournments  since  the  last  Court. 


Reply  to  the  above  -.—January  22,  1848. 

The  attention  of  Her  Majesty’s  Government  has  been  drawn  to  vour 
communication. 


Lieut.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  -—January  17,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  loan  of  implements,  &c.,  I beg  to  say  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  take  precautions  to  prevent  wilful  damage  to  such  implements, 
as,  on  two  occasions  last  week,  overseers  reported  to  me  that  the  workmen 
employed  under  them  broke  their  hammers,  &c.,  designedly,  the  moment  the 
overseers’  backs  were  turned.  On  the  last  occasion  I found  17  hammers 
broken,  I told  all  the  workmen  that  if  I found  them  playing  that  game,  I 
would  recommend  the  Guardians  to  try  the  effect  of  shot  drill  (as  practised 
at  some  of  the  military  prisons  under  Colonel  Jebb’s  superintendence).  I 
gave  them  some  idea  of  what  kind  of  work  they  would  find  it,  and  I think 
so  far  the  threat  has  succeeded. 

I will  feel  obliged  by  your  acquainting  me  whether  the  Commissioners 
consider  such  a punishment  objectionable,  and,  if  so,  what  you  recommend  to 
be  tried. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  21,  1848. 

The  _ Commissioners  consider  that  all  such  persons  who  do  not  conduct 
themselves  in  an  orderly  manner  at  the  work  which  they  are  required  to  give 
m return  for  the  food  supplied  to  them,  cannot  really  require  relief'  and 
should,  therefore,  be  struck  off  the  relief  lists. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  that  the  Vice-Guardians  should  srive  notice 
to  this  effect,  through  all  the  Relieving  Officers. 


Lieut.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  17.  1848. 

I hate  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Vice-Guardians  as  frequently  as 
my  other  duties  would  admit  of  during  the  past  week,  some  portion  of  which 
I spent  in  visiting  schools. 

I can  report  favourably  on  the  state  of  the  workhouse,  and  bear  testimony  to 
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the  anxiety  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  do  their  utmost  to  relieve  distress  and 
check  imposition,  but  I am  sorry  to  say  that  in  every  respect  the  affairs  of  this 
Union  are  daily  becoming  more  difficult  to  deal  with. 

The  Relieving  Officers  are  overwhelmed  with  applications  for  relief;  nearly 
the  entire  population  received  relief  last  year,  and  nothing  less  will  satisfy  them 
this  year. 

It  is  painful  to  witness,  day  after  day,  distress,  disease,  and  demoralization  in 
their  worst  forms,  and  the  last  exists  to  such  an  extent  that  I greatly  fear  it  is 
almost  hopeless  to  expect  success  in  every  instance,  in  affording  timely  and 
effectual  relief  to  those  who  really  are  in  want  of  it. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  18,  1848. 

I am  to  suggest  that  the  Vice-Guardians  should  at  once  consider  the 
expediency  of  remodelling  the  relief  districts  of  the  Union,  with  a view  to  the 
increase  of  the  number  of  the  districts,  and  the  appointment  of  additional 
Relieving  Officers,  so  that  each  Relieving  Officer  may  be  responsible  for  the 
discharge  of  such  an  amount  of  duty  as  he  may  reasonably  be  expected  to 
perform.  By  this  means,  relief  will  be  more  duly  afforded  where  distress  is 
not  simulated,  and  imposition  will  be  better  detected  in  other  cases. 

The  Commissioners  request  you  to  direct  your  earnest  attention  to  the 
making  such  arrangements  as  will  prevent  the  deaths  of  the  destitute  from 
starvation.  However  great  the  destitution  is,  it  must  be  grappled  with,  and 
relieved  as  far  as  is  permitted  by  the  law. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  22,  1848. 

During  the  past  week,  Mr.  Waters  and  myself  have  continued,  as  far  as 
possible,  our  personal  examination  of  the  applicants  for  relief  in  different 
portions  of  the  district ; but  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  people,  and  the 
imposition  attempted,  we  find  that  a longer  period  will  be  required  for  a 
proper  selection  and  classification  of  paupers,  than  we  at  first  anticipated. 

From  the  general  emaciated  appearance  of  the  people,  together  with  the 
horrifying  sights  coming  under  our  immediate  observation,  we  deem  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  make  arrangements  for  affording  relief  on  a more  extended 
scale  than  heretofore;  and  as  from  experience  we  are  quite  convinced  that  food 
can  only,  with  safety,  be  given  in  a cooked  form,  we  purpose  erecting  boilers  in 
the  most  central  parts  of  the  two  electoral  divisions. 

I shall  communicate  with  Count  Strzelecki,  before  any  of  the  boilers  belong- 
ing to  the  Association  in  this  district  are  removed,  but  the  localities  in  which 
they  are  at  present  situated  are  not  adapted  for  our  purposes. 

There  are  at  present  50  orphan  children  in  the  auxiliary  workhouse,  and  I 
regret  to  say  there  are  17  cases  of  dysentery,  which  are  to  be  principally 
attributed  to  the  change  of  diet,  after  the  privations  these  poor  little  creatures 
had  previously  undergone.  The  healthy  children  have  been  separated  to  a 
detached  portion  of  the  building,  and  every  precaution  to  check  the  progress  of 
disease  has  been  made. 


Observations  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  on  a Communication  from  the  Board  of 
Health  relating  to  the  increase  of  temporary  hospital  accommodation  in  the 
Ballina  Union : — January  17,  1848. 

As  the  Vice-Guardians  are  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  tenure  of  the 
ground,  on  which  the  fever  sheds  were  erected  under  the  authority  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  they  decided  on  advertising  for  tenders  for  a house  or  houses 
capable  of  containing  50  patients ; however,  no  tenders  have  been  received. 
The  Vice-Guardians  have,  therefore,  directed  that  the  hospital  attached  to  the 
auxiliary  wpTkhouse  at  Ardnaree,  should  be  exclusively  devoted  to  fever 
patients ; and  they  purpose,  if  the  Commissioners  have  no  objection,  to  turn 
the  Ardnaree  workhouse  into  a fever  hospital,  and  endeavour  to  procure  a store, 
called  Casement’s  store,  to  be  used  as  an  auxiliary  workhouse. 

I think  that  no  persons,  except  paupers,  should  be  admitted  to  the  fever 
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applicant  ^ adxdtted.^  °n  *"  "**  At  “ 1 *<*  T 

theTGuar°dTJs  ^better6  *"  plaCed  m°re  Under  the  COntrol  of 

I have  not  received  any  communication  from  the  Board  of  Health. 


* Reply  to  the  above : — January  28,  1848. 

An  extract  from  your  observations  has  been  forwarded  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Health. 

. As  regards  your  suggestion,  that  no  persons  but  paupers  should  he  admitted 
mto  the  fever  hospitals,  and  charged  on  the  rates,  I am  to  state  that  it  is  not 
necessary  that  a person  should  be  destitute  to  entitle  him  to  relief,  if  affected  by 
fever,  or  other  dangerous  contagious  disease;  and  I am  to  request  your  attention 
to  the  15th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Amendment  Act,  and  to  the  Fever 
Acts,  on  this  point. 

With  reference  to  your  observations,  as  to  the  expediency  of  having  the 
hospitals  placed  more  under  the  control  of  the  Guardians,  I am  to  state,  that  in 
tiie  present  state  of  the  law,  the  fever  hospitals  established  under  the  Board  of 
Health  are  to  be  supported  by  the  Boards  of  Guardians  out  of  the  Union  funds, 
upon  the  estimates  furnished  by  the  Relief  Committees,  when  such  estimates 
have  been  allowed  by  the  Finance  Committee,  and  countersigned  by  the 
Inspector  of  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  by  this  means,  a sufficient  check  may  be  kept 
upon  the  management  and  expenditure  of  the  temporary  fever  hospitals. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  24,  1848. 

We  beg  to  annex  the  accompanying  communication  which  we  have 
received  from  ■'the  Rev.  Richard  St.  George,  vicar  of  Crossmolina. 

We  fear  that  in  this  extensive  Union,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  provide 
adequate  accommodation  for  all  fever  cases.  We  therefore  beg  to  suggest,  that 
the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Health,  with  a view  of  having  their 
opinion  as  to  the  best  course  to  pursue  under  such  circumstances. 

We  have  this  day  decided  upon  at  once  appropriating  the  auxiliary  work- 
house  in  Ardnaree  as  a fever  hospital,  in  consequence  of  the  great  increase  of 
fever. 

Enclosure. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  St.  George  to  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  of  the  Ballina  Union  : — 
January  24,  1848. 

Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  awful  state  in  which  the  poor  of  this  extensive 
Union  are  placed  by  fever,  without  any  means  of  administering  to  their  wants  or  giving  them 
any  relief,  or  removing  those  in  a state  of  fever  from  those  who  are  not  as  yet  unaffected.  When 
the  Relief  Committee  was  in  existence  I brought  the  subject  before  them.  The  only  person 
who  was  willing  to  assist  me,  or  join  in  the  application,  was  the  Roman  Catholic  clergyman. 
Rev.  Mr.  Costello.  The  consequence  is,  that  during  the  past  twelve  months,  but  more 
especially  during  the  last  three  months,  fever  has  been  on  the  increase,  and  much  more  malig- 
nant in  its  character  than  heretofore ; and  I assert,  that  unless  some  means  are  afforded  of 
giving  relief  and  removing  the  infected,  the  whole  population  will  be  swept  off.  I would  have 
gone  into  Ballina  this  day,  but  1 have  parish  duties  to  attend ; but  I hope  some  means  may  be 
devised  to  have  the  sick  attended  in  this  neighbourhood,  or  removed  into  Ballina. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  28,  1848. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  of  Health  has  been  drawn  to  your  commu- 
nication. 


Lieut.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — 
January  29,  1848. 

Having  been  in  communication  for  the  past  week  as  regards  the  present 
state  and  future  prospects  of  our  respective  districts,  more  especially  with  a 
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B alii  a*.  Union,  view  of  considering  how  long  the  Vice-Guardians  will  be  able  to  meet  their 
weekly  engagements,  we  feel  anxious  to  lay  before  the  Commissioners  a brief 
statement  of  our  views  on  this  latter  subject,  as  we  are  apprehensive  that  much 
confusion  and  increased  difficulties  may  shortly  arise  from  the  present  'financial 
state  of  the  Union. 

We  feel  we  cannot  conscientiously  recommend  any  gratuitous  assistance  from 
the  funds  of  the  British  Relief  Association,  so  long  as  the  rate  books  exhibit 
their  present  list  of  defaulters,  there  being  still  uncollected  about  7500/.  of  the 
rate  made  last  July.  The  Commissioners  are  aware  that  every  step  has  been 
taken  to  enforce  payment,  and  we  do  not  despair  of  being  able  ultimately  to 
recover  a considerable  portion  of  this  sum  •,  however,  we  cannot  reckon  upon 
weekly  lodgments  sufficient  to  cover  the  weekly  expenses,  which,  according  to 
the  following  rough  estimate,  we  calculate  to  be  about  630/.,  viz. — 


In-door  relief  . 

. £120 

Rent 

3 

Fever  hospital  . 

30 

Out-door  relief  . 

415 

Salaries  . 

62 

Total 

630 

The  present  liabilities  of  the  Union,  including  the  amount  advanced  by  the 
'Commissioners  last  year  (but  not  taking  into  account  the  advances  under  Act 
10  Viet.,  cap.  7,  for  which  no  rate  has  been  struck),  amount  to  about  2500/. 
Supposing  4000/.  of  the  uncollected  rate  to  be  recovered,  there  will  be  sufficient 
funds  to  carry  on  until  the  end  of  February. 

It  is  not  easy  to  calculate  what  the  probable  expenses  of  the  four  following 
months  may  be,  but  assuming  that  there  will  not  be  much  increase  on  the  pre- 
sent expenditure,  a sum  of  10,000/.  will  have  to  be  provided.  We  feel  that  to 
attempt  to  raise  this  amount  by  striking  a new  rate  would  not  only  be  unfair 
towards  many  who  have  made  great  sacrifices  to  pay  the  present  rate,  but  wonld 
have  the  effect  of  keeping  the  entire  Union  out  of  cultivation,  and  paralyzing 
any  exertions  which  may  be  made. 

We  are,  however,  of  opinion  that  a rate  ought  to  be  struck  in  July,  being  a 
year  from  the  date  of  the  last  rate  made,  and  that  the  amount  of  such  rate 
should  depend  upon  circumstances;  that  is  to  say,  if  no  exertions  be  made  in 
the  mean  time  by  landowners  and  farmers  to  help  themselves,  and  we  should 
find  the  information  we  have  received  to  be  correct,  viz.,  that  some  proprietors 
have  taken  a nominal  surrender  from  their  tenantry,  in  order  to  get  them  on 
the  out-door  relief  lists,  and  that  public  opinion  should  not  be  brought  to  bear 
against  such  conduct,  we  feel  that  it  will  be  useless  to  attempt  to  assist  the 
Union,  in  which  case  we  would  suggest  the  striking  and  enforcing  a rate  suffi- 
cient to  cover  all  expenses. 

We  shall  feel  much  obliged  by  your  acquainting  us  with  the  Commissioners’ 
views  on  this  subject. 

We  have  only  to  add  that  fever  and  dysentery  continue  to  increase  to  an 
alarming  extent.  Mr.  Bingham,  proprietor  of  the  auxiliary  workhouse  in 
Binghamstown,  and  the  person  placed  in  temporary  charge  of  the  premises  by 
the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  pending  the  appointment  of  the  necessary  staff, 
died  this  morning  of  fever  after  a few  days’  illness. 

We  beg  to  call  the  Commissioners’ attention  to  the  remarks  made  on  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cormick’s  appointment  as  master  and  matron,  as  it  will  be  necessary  at 
once  to  procure  some  person  to  take  charge  of  the  establishment. 

It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  procure  proper  persons  for  subordinate  situations 
in  this  Union,  every  candidate  is  so  strongly  recommended  that  strangers  are 
apt  to  be  misled.  It  would  be  very  desirable,  therefore,  to  send  down  a few 
competent  persons  to  the  Vice-Guardians  if  such  can  be  easily  procured. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  allowed  each  relieving  officer  an  additional  assistant 
for  one  month,  which  we  hope  will  have  a good  effect. 

P.S, — Since  writing  the  foregoing  we  have  visited  the  auxiliary  workhouse  at 
Binghamstown,  which  we  found  in  confusion  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Bingham’s 
death.  We  lost  no  time  in  requesting  Mr.  Waters,  Vice-Guardian,  to  appoint 
a person  pro  tem.,  to  take  charge  of  the  premises,  &c. 

We  have  likewise  received  by  this  evening’s  post  your  communication  re- 
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specting  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cormick’s  appointment  not  being  sanctioned  by  the 
Commissioners.  W e agree  that  no  other  course  could  have  been  adopted,  as  it 
would  not  be  desirable  to  place  Mr.  Cormick  in  such  a situation  of  trust ; his 
conduct  does  not  appear  to  have  given  satisfaction  to  the  respectable  portion  of 
the  late  Relief  Committee,  to  which  he  acted  as  Clerk. 

_ It  is  perfectly  true  that  Mr.  Cormick  has  strong  testimonials,  but  we  are  not 
disposed  to  place  them  in  the  balance  with  disinterested  testimony,  being  aware 
how  easy  it  is  to  get  a character. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  3,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  observe  that  of  7500/.  due  under  the  rate  made  in 
July  last,  you  do  not  reckon  on  the  recovery  of  more  than  4000/.,  which  will  be 
only  sufficient  to  defray  the  current  weekly  expenses,  about  630/.,  to  the  end  of 
February,  and  pay  debts  of  the  late  Board  amounting  to  2500/.  exclusive  of 
advances  by  the  Relief  Commissioners,  &c.  You  at  the  same  time  state  that 
you  do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  levy  a further  rate  in  the  Union 
until  July  next,  the  amount  of  which  should  in  your  opinion  be  determined  by 
circumstances. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  the  most  strenuous  exertions  to  be  made  by 
legal  proceedings,  and  otherwise,  for  enforcing  payment  of  the  outstanding  rate 
by  all  persons  known  to  possess  any  means  of  paying  it. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  steps  taken  in  providing  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  auxiliary  workhouse,  pending  the  appointment  of  a master  and 
matron.  They  recommend  notice  to  be  published  in  one  of  the  Dublin 
morning  newspapers,  as  also  in  a weekly  paper,  when  Union  officers  are 
required. 

The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  4,  1848. 

W e are  most  anxious  to  learn,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  the  manner 
in  which  you  wish  us  to  act  under  the  following  circumstances  : — 

Persons  holding  from  one  to  five  or  more  acres  of  land  with  a house  make 
application  to  their  landlord  to  take  a surrender  from  them  of  the  land,  and  at 
the  same  time  refuse  to  give  up  the  house  ; the  landlords  naturally  refuse  to 
accept  such  as  a surrender,  feeling  that  if  they  did  so,  those  persons  might  at 
any  future  time  successfully  claim  the  land  again  on  the  ground  that  that  sur- 
render, being  only  a portion  of  one  certain  letting,  was  not  legal,  and  the^,  at 
the  same  time,  warn  us  not  to  relieve  such  persons,  they  being  still  in  pos- 
session. 

We  have  at  all  times  given  relief  to  destitute  landholders  who  have  bond  fide 
endeavoured  to  act  up  to  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  by 
endeavouring  to  divest  themselves  of  possession  (as  appears  by  a resolution  in 
the  minutes  of  our  proceedings),  and  in  cases  where  a landlord  refuses  a tender 
of  possession  of  the  entire  merely  on  the  ground  of  arrears  of  rent  not  being 
paid,  we  give  relief  if  the  party  is  destitute,  as  we  consider  this  a bond  fide 
endeavour  on  the  part  of  the  tenant  to  divest  himself  of  possession. 

But  we  cannot  conceal  from  ourselves,  that  the  offering  possession  of  part 
only  is  not  endeavouring  to  act  up  to  the  spirit  of  the  Act.  We  have  often 
suggested  to  landlords  a method  of  obviating  this  difficulty,  and  at  the  same 
time  protecting  themselves  (which  is  acted  on  by  Mr.  Symes,  the  Earl  of 
Arran’s  agent),  viz.,  by  taking  possession  of  the  entire,  thus  accepting  a legal 
surrender,  and  at  the  same  time  acting  humanely,  by  permitting  the  tenants  to 
re-enter  the  houses  as  caretakers ; but  many  landlords  will  not  do  this,  and 
many  tenants  refuse,  fearing  to  trust  their  landlords.  Our  difficulty  is  this — 
we  wish  to  act  humanely  in  not  forcing  people  to  part  with  their  houses  and 
become  homeless,  but  the  10th  section  of  the  Act  is  imperative,  and  we  feel  if 
we  act  as  humanity  suggests,  we  would  directly  infringe  an  Act,  the  provisions 
of  which  we  are  appointed  to  carry  out. 

As  the  cases  we  allude  to  are  very  numerous,  and  daily  becoming  more  so, 
we  think  it  better  to  seek  for  instructions  without  further  delay,  in  the  mean- 
time, our  relieving  officers  know  their  responsibility  too  well  to  permit  any 
one  to  starve. 


N 
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Baliina  Union.  Reply  to  the  above: — February  7,  1848. 

The  mere  refusal  of  a landlord  to  accept  a surrender  of  land  does  not 
disqualify  a person,  who  has  ceased  to  occupy  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre 
of  land,  from  receiving  relief. 

By  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  it  is  merely  the 
occupation  or  non-occupation  of  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  which  is  made  a 
criterion  of  destitution,  provided  that  an  applicant  for  relief  may  otherwise  be 
deemed  entitled  to  it. 

Hence  the  Guardians,  as  far  as  that  clause  is  concerned,  are  warranted  in 
relieving  any  body  who  is  not  in  such  occupation  ; and  they  are  not  bound  to 
investigate  the  title  at  all,  or  to  ascertain  whether  the  tenant’s  interest  has  been 
legally  determined,  by  surrender  or  otherwise. 


Lieut.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  6,  1848. 

Erris.  I have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  my  usual  weekly  report. 

I think  the  interior  economy  of  the  workhouse  is  gradually  improving.  I 
have  constantly  visited  the  house  at  uncertain  hours,  and  generally  found  mat- 
ters to  my  satisfaction. 

The  schools  appear  to  be  well  managed ; and  the  infirmary,  considering  its 
crowded  state,  is  very  clean  and  regular.  The  mortality  has  been  trifling; 
only  two  deaths  last  week  out  of  between  1500  and  1600  inmates. 

I think  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  last  half-yearly  accounts  of  the  Union 
should  be  audited.  I know  that  owing  to  Mr.  M ‘Nunn’s  (the  late  clerk) 
neglect,  there  has  been  a difficulty  in  the  way,  but  as  the  correspondence  has 
has  not  passed  through  my  hands,  I am  not  aware  of  the  particulars. 

Mr.  M‘Nulty,  the  Clerk,  has  recovered  from  fever,  and  resumes  his  duties. 
I am  quite  satisfied  he  is  doing  his  utmost  to  pull  up  his  brother’s  arrears,  and 
I think  the  Vice- Guardians  are  right  in  giving  him  a fair  trial. 

I am  glad  that  the  Commissioners  have  dismissed  Mr.  Toody.  If  Mr.  Irwin 
and  Mr.  Corcoran  do  not  collect  a larger  amount  of  rates  next  week,  I shall 
request  the  Commissioners  to  dismiss  them  likewise. 

Several  of  the  relieving  officers  (especially  Mr.  John  Palmer)  are  doing  their 
duty  well ; others  I have  little  or  no  confidence  in ; but  in  the  absence  of  any 
proofs  of  their  neglect  of  the  interests  of  the  poor  or  the  rate-payers,  and  owing 
to  the  very  great  unwillingness  of  the  latter  class  to  give  any  information 
worth  having,  we  must  only  make  the  best  of  them  until  they  commit  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  Bluett,  the  superintendent  of  overseers  of  working  parties,  appears  most 
zealous;  and,  to  judge  by  the  frequent  absence  of  persons  from  the  working 
parties,  the  labour  test  has  been  most  successful.  There  has  been  some 
♦ difficulty  in  getting  tools,  owing  to  the  exorbitant  demands  made  by  store- 

keepers for  storage ; but  Mr.  Brett,  the  county  surveyor,  will  be  here  to-morrow, 
and  I have  no  doubt  that  he  will  arrange  everything  satisfactorily. 

The  Society  of  Friends  have  authorized  me,  in  conjunction  with  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Lees,  to  take  some  lands,  which  Colonel  Vaughan  Jackson  and  Mr.  Orme 
have  placed  at  their  disposal  rent  free.  The  Agricultural  Society  have  directed 
Mr.  Martin,  the  practical  agriculturist,  to  render  us  every  assistance.  We 
purpose  giving  employment  next  week  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Bucks, 
Baliina,  Kelfyan,  and  Crossmolina.  I hope  that,  as  this  undertaking  will  be  a 
great  assistance  to  the  Union  in  many  ways,  the  Commissioners  will  approve  of 
my  giving  up  a portion  of  my  time  to  see  it  carried  out. 

I think  there  has  been  some  little  attempt  at  ploughing,  digging,  &c.,  during 
the  last  few  days. 

The  British  Relief  Association  are  giving  relief  to  12,000  children  daily  at 
the  schools  in  my  district.  This  great  boon  has  been  most  thankfully  received 
by  persons  of  all  religious  persuasions ; and,  taking  everything  into  considera- 
tion, the  experiment  has  succeeded  beyond  my  most  sanguine  expectations. 

I have  so  far  only  alluded  to  my  district  of  the  Union,  in  which  there  is 
nothing  like  the  distress  which  I witnessed  during  my  recent  visit  to  Erris. 
The  condition  of  the  poor  in  Erris  is  very  frightful.  I accompanied  Mr.  Richard 
Hamilton  through  parts  of  the  electoral  division  of  Binghamstown.  We  wit- 
nessed the  ruins  of  Mullaghroe,  mice  a village  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Walsh,  of 
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Castle  Hill.  This  gentleman  is  a defaulter  of  poor’s  rate,  to  the  amount  of 
63 1.  16s.  Id.  (being  48/.  4s.  7 d.)  for  two  years’  rates  in  Erris,  and  15/.  11s.  6d. 
for  one  year’s  rate  in  Crossmolina  electoral  divisions)  ; it  is  almost  unneces- 
sary I should  add,  that  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  against  hint. 

I was  informed  that  80  families  had  been  ejected  within  the  last  two  months 
by  Mr.  Walsh,  their  houses  destroyed,  and  the  unfortunate  outcasts  left  to  seek 
shelter  where  they  could  find  it.  I rode  through  the  ruins  to  try  if  there  were 
any  human  beings  to  be  found,  but  I only  saw  one  family.  I inquired  what 
had  become  of  the  other  inhabitants,  and  was  informed  that  some  were  in 
their  graves,  others  under  the  ditches,  others  begging  shelter  from  house  to 
house,  and  plundering  whatever  they  could  lay  hands  on. 

In  alluding  to  this  very  distressing  subject,  I beg  to  say  that  in  my  first  report 
from  this  Union,  I stated  that  “ I had  been  much  struck  with  the  number  of 
“ roofless  cabins  throughout  the  Union but  so  long  as  I was  satisfied  that  the 
proprietors  had  paid  their  rates,  and  by  so  doing  had  contributed  towards  the 
support  of  their  wretched  tenantry,  I considered  that  my  duty  consisted  in  endea- 
vouring to  assist  the  Guardians  to  provide  relief,  and  not  in  inquiring  into  the 
humanity  or  inhumanity  of  landlords  towards  their  tenants ; however,  from 
being  constantly  on  the  spot,  I have  necessarily  become  acquainted  more  or  less 
with  the  circumstances  of  many  of  the  evictions  which  have  taken  place,  and 
I take  the  opportunity  of  stating,  that  several  (I  wish  I could  say  all)  of  the 
landlords  have  acted  with  the  greatest  forbearance  and  liberality,  I may  men- 
tion the  Earl  of  Arran,  Colonel  Wingfield,  Colonel  Vaughan  Jackson,  Mr. 
Orme,  and  others  wThose  names  do  not  immediately  occur  to  me.  I am  not 
aware  whether  Mr.  Walsh  has  been  worse  treated  by  his  tenantry  than  other 
landlords  have  been ; I presume  he  has,  for  I never  before  saw  such  wholesale 
desolation,  and  I hope  I never  may  again.  I am  in  daily  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Richard  Hamilton ; in  one  of  his  last  letters  he  says — “ I visited  Mul- 
“ laghroe  again  to-day,  in  order  to  try  to  make  some  provision  for  the  people 
“ turned  out  of  it.  I saw  worse  sights  than  the  Geraghty’s ; it  was  neither  more 
“ nor  less  than  horrible.” 

The  Geraghty’s  were  a wretched  family  we  visited  at  Farrane,  where  we  found 
the  father  lying  dead,  and  the  mother  and  five  children  huddled  together  on  the 
floor,  all  bowed  down  by  disease ; none  of  the  family  had  been  able  to  go  for 
their  rations.  However,  wre  ascertained  from  the  relieving  officer  at  Binghams- 
town,  that  he  had  sent  their  rations  to  them. 

.P.S.  I must  add,  that  Mr.  Walsh  is  pulling  down  houses  in  the  electoral 
division  of  Crossmolina ; his  tenantry  are  all  through  the  miserable  town,  which 
is  full  of  fever. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  9,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  request  to  be  allowed  to  devote  a portion  of 
your  time  to  superintend  the  employment  of  poor  persons  on  lands  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Society  of  Friends  by  Colonel  Jackson  and  Mr.  Orme,  I 
am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  wish  in  any  way  to  impede  the 
benevolent  exertions  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  for  whom  the  Commissioners 
entertain  the  highest  respect. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that,  for  general  reasons  of  policy  into  which 
the  Commissioners  deem  it  nowr  unnecessary  to  enter,  they  are  desirous  that  you 
should  not  associate  yourself  with  the  proposed  project  for  employing  poor 
people  on  the  lands  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  'wish,  however,  that  you  should  infer  that  they 
are  opposed  in  any  manner  to  the  plan  of  the  Society ; they  merely  deem  it 
advisable  that  their  Inspectors  should  not  be  instrumental  in  carrying  it  out. 


N 2 


Bailina  Union. 
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I.urgan  Union. 


LURGAN  UNION. 


Sub-Inspector  Little  to  the  Inspector-General  : — November  8,  1847. 

I have  to  report  that  a labouring  man,  named  John  Kearns,  a native  of 
near  Lurgan,  in  this  district,  on  his  way  home  from  Scotland,  took  ill  at 
Lurgan,  and  died  there  in  a lodging-house  on  the  4th  instant.  An  inquest  was 
held  on  the  6th  instant,  by  the  coroner  on  view  of  the  body,  and  the  following 
is  a copy  of  the  verdict  found,  viz. — “ We  find  that  the  said  John  Kearns  died 
of  starvation  at  Lurgan,  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1847.” 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington: — December  1,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration,  the  report  of  Sub- 
Inspector  Little,  which  was  referred  to  them  on  the  Uth  instant,  relative  to  the 
death  of  a labouring  man,  named  John  Kearns,  who  was  stated  to  have  died  of 
starvation  at  Lurgan  on  the  4th  instant. 

The  Commissioners  have  procured  from  the  coroner  a copy  of  the  depositions 
taken  by  him,  at  the  inquest  held  on  the  body  of  John  Kearns,  and  they  now 
forward,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  a copy  of 
that  evidence. 

From  this  evidence  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  nothing,  except  the  opinion 
of  the  medical  man,  founded  on  the  emaciated  appearance  of  the  body,  to  lead 
to  the  conclusion  that  John  Kearns  died  of  starvation.  On  the  contrary,  it 
appears  from  the  evidence  of  John  Costelloe,  that  he  went  out  and  bought 
apples  the  night  before  his  death,  and  it  seems  hardly  probable  that  this 
description  of  food  would  have  been  preferred  by  a hungry  man.  There  is 
nothing  to  show  that  he  complained  of  hunger,  and  the  emaciation  of  the  body 
might  be  the  result  of  internal  disease. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  deceased  at  any  time  applied  for  relief  to  any 
of  the  persons  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  relief  to  the  destitute  poor 
in  Lurgan  Union. 

Enclosure. 

County  of  Armagh, I Informations  of  witnesses  taken  on  behalf  of  our  Sovereign  Lady  the 
to  wit.  J Queen,  this  sixth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
seven,  in  the  town  of  Lurgan,  parish  of  Shankill,  and  said  county,  before  George  Walter 
Youncr,  one  of  Her  Majesty’s  coroners  for  said  county,  touching  the  death  of  John  Kearns, 
then  and  there  lying  dead,  as  follows : — 

Daniel  Costello,  of  Lurgan  aforesaid,  lodging-house  keeper,  being  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelist, deposeth  and  saith, — That  he  was  not  acquainted  with  deceased  until  he  came  into  his 
house  looking  for  lodging  on  last  Wednesday  evening;  deceased  was  then  sober,  but  appeared 
somewhat  delicate ; deceased  went  out  of  deponent’s  house  and  bought  apples,  which  he  eat  on 
his  return  to  deponent’s  house ; deceased  went  to  bed  and  became  unwell,  was  moaning.  A 
woman  asked  deceased,  was  he  not  unwell ; he  did  not  reply ; this  was  about  ten  o’clock ; 
deceased  continued  unwell  all  night,  and  died  at  seven  o’clock  on  last  Thursday  morning. 

his 

Daniel  x Costello. 

Taken  and  acknowledged  the  day  and  year,  and  at  the  place  aforesaid,  being  first 
truly  read  to  the  deponent  before 

Geo.  W.  Young,  Coroner. 


Robert  Strickland  Hannay,  of  Lurgan  aforesaid,  in  said  county,  surgeon,  being  sworn  on 
the  Holy  Evangelist,  deposeth  and  saith, — That  he  examined  the  dead  body  of  deceased  ; there 
are  no  marks  of  violence  on  the  body ; from  the  emaciated  state  of  the  body,  is  of  opinion  that 
he  died  of  starvation. 

Robert  S.  Hannay. 

Taken  and  acknowledged  the  day  and  year,  and  at  the  place  aforesaid,  before 

Geo.  W.  Young. 


Copy  depositions  taken  on  the  inquisition  held  on  the  body  of  John  Kearns,  at 
Lurgan,  on  the  sixth  instant. 

Geo.  W.  Young,  Coroner. 
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Observations  of  Mr.  Senior,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

There  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  deceased  died  from  want  of  the 
necessaries  of  life.  He  is  stated  to  have  bought  apples  the  night  before  his 
death — a description  of  food  a hungry  man  probably  would  not  have  preferred ; 
he  does  not  appear  to  have  complained  of  hunger,  and  it  is  not  stated  whether 
any  money  was  found  on  his  person.  Emaciation  of  person  is,  of  course,  very 
often  the  result  of  internal  disease. 


Lurgan  Union. 
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Swineford  Union. 


SWINEFORD  UNION. 


Captain  Broughton  to  the  Commissioners: — November  24,  1847. 

I have  to  lay  before  the  Commissioners  the  result  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  held  yesterday.  The  attendance,  owing,  I presume,  to  the 
weather,  which  has  been  very  severe,  and  the  long  distances  the  majority  of 
the  Guardians  have  to  come,  was  very  small ; from  these  causes,  also,  the 
desire  to  get  away  again  was  very  manifest,  and,  indeed,  by  four  o’clock,  when 
the  meeting  broke  up,  it  had  become  almost  dark. 

I drew  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  disproportionate  number  of  women 
and  children  with  husbands  and  fathers  in  the  house,  to  those  without ; sug- 
gested that  a list  should  be  furnished  to  me  of  these  separately  classed,  that  upon 
any  of  the  latter  leaving  the  house,  as  they  most  probably  will,  on  the  return 
of  their  husbands,  the  relieving  officer  may  he  cautioned  to  be  on  the  alert  to 
enforce  the  2nd  section  Act  10  & 11  Viet.  cap.  84. 

In  reference  to  the  subject  I formerly  adverted  to,  respecting  the  Vagrant 
Act,  the  chairman,  who  is  also  a member  of  the  Gaol  Committee,  stated  there 
was  not  room  in  the  gaol,  for  the  commitments  already  made  for  other  crimes ; 
and  the  bridewell  here,  although  finished,  is  not  available,  as  some  dispute  has 
arisen  with  the  contractor  and  it  has  not  been  taken  off  his  hands.  What  is  to 
be  done  under  such  circumstances  ? 

The  amount  of  money  paid  in  by  the  collectors  was  only  25/.  Three  only  of 
the  four  collectors  attended,  and  one  of  them  neglected  attending  on  Saturday, 
to  audit  his  account.  They  were  all  cautioned  that  upon  the  next  dereliction 
of  duty,  they  would  be  summoned  and  fined ; and  also,  that  if  they  did  not  exert 
themselves  more  in  collecting  the  rates,  and  make  examples  of  some  of  the 
defaulters,  they  would  render  themselves  liable  to  be  dismissed. 

The  property  of  this  Union  is  unfortunately  situated.  Upon  obtaining  a list 
of  the  highest  rate-payers,  I find  there  are  are  no  less  than  six  properties  in 
Chancery,  and  out  of  a return  of  nearly  70  names,  from  50  to  60  are  non- 
resident ; the  tenantry  proportionately  neglected,  or,  I might  say,  abandoned, 
for  in  few  cases  is  the  agent  resident  either. 

I feel  the  necessity  is  arrived  of  some  onward  move  on  the  part  of  the 
Guardians,  in  order  to  secure  the  collection  of  the  rates ; and  I shall  strenuously 
call  upon  them  to  exert  their  powers  upon  the  principal  defaulters  next  week, 
should,  as  most  probably  will  be  the  case,  the  rates  have  not  been  paid  up.  I 
was  on  Monday  engaged  in  obtaining  information  respecting  the  schools  in  this 
Union. 

I have  to  mention  that  a resolution  was  made  yesterday,  to  issue  no  more 
orders  on  the  treasurer.  It  appears  to  have  been  the  custom  to  have  given 
drafts  upon  the  Bank  when  there  were  no  funds  in  hand ; these  drafts  are  in 
circulation  (of  course  at  an  enormous  discount),  and  the  system  was  so  evidently 
fallacious,  that  it  was  very  desirable  it  should  lie  discontinued.  Some  applica- 
tions for  admission  were  entertained,  and  several  admitted. 

It  will  shortly,  I fear,  be  necessary  to  consider  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  meet 
the  numbers  applying  for  relief.  Upon  this  subject  I shall,  I hope,  be  able  to 
offer  a suggestion  for  the  Board’s  approval,  in  conformity  with  their  views, 
should  it  be  found  necessary  to  increase  the  accommodation. 


Reply  to  the  above:— November  26,  1847. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  as  to  the  small  attendance  of  Guardians 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  the  23rd  instant,  I am  to  state  that  the  Com- 
missioners trust,  that  under  the  critical  circumstances  of  the  Union,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Guardians  will  provide  for  the  discharge  of  the  important 
duties  devolved  upon  them,  and  by  an  arrangement  for  the  occasional  attend- 
ance of  each  member,  secure  the  presence  of  a sufficient  number  for  business  at 
every  meeting. 
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As  regards  the  number  of  women  and  children  in  the  workhouse,  the  Com-  Swineford  Union, 
missioners  recommend  that  the  wives  of  men  who  are  not  in  the  workhouse, 
should  be  required  to  swear  informations  before  the  magistrates  against  their 
husbands  for  desertion,  with  a view  to  proceedings  being  taken  under  the 
Vagrant  Act 

The  Commissioners  cannot  point  out  the  course  which  the  magistrates  should 
take,  in  consequence  of  the  bridewell  not  being  available  for  the  punishment  of 
vagrants  ; but  they  presume  that  if  any  temporary  place  could  be  provided,  to 
which  paupers  could  be  committed  and  kept  to  hard  labour,  for  only  a day,  as 
often  as  found  begging,  the  practice  would  be  checked. 


Captain  Broughton  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  27,  1847. 

I regret  to  say  the  weather  this  week  has  totally  prevented  my  visiting 
the  country  portions  of  the  Union.  It  has  never  ceased  pouring  since  I last 
wrote  to  you,  and  has  on  some  days  prevented  my  getting  as  far  as  the  work- 
house. 

Since  I last  wrote  to  you,  one  of  the  collectors,  in  the  execution  of  his  duties, 
made  a seizure  of  some  cattle,  when  a rescue  took  place  under  rather  serious 
circumstances  (as  sworn  in  the  informations),  a sword-stick  having  been  drawn 
and  threats  used.  The  parties  were  arrested  and  brought  before  the  Petty 
Sessions  Court  yesterday,  but  the  solicitor  of  the  Union  had  the  case  postponed 
until  the  17th  proximo,  in  consequence  of  one  of  the  principal  witnesses  being 
absent,  he  having  been  previously  summoned  to  attend  at  a Manor  Court  in  a 
distant  part  of  the  country. 

I have  directed  the  collectors  to  proceed  against  the  better  class  of  rate- 
payers who  either  refused  or  neglected  to  pay  the  sums  due  by  them.  I regret 
to  find  such  men  as  Lord  Lucan,  Lord  Claremorris,  Sir  Roger  Palmer  and 
others  among  the  defaulters.  I trust,  however,  when  they  find  proceedings 
have  been  commenced,  they  will  spare  me  the  painful  necessity  of  having 
their  property  seized,  and  that  it  will  duly  operate  on  the  other  classes  who, 
as  yet,  have  not  settled  their  rates ; at  all  events,  I have  determined  no  pains 
shall  be  spared  in  collecting  the  rates,  for  it  is  evident  all  our  powers  must  be 
neutralized  if  the  funds  are  not  forthcoming,  at  a season  when  it  is  probable 
the  demands  will  be  highest  on  the  workhouse.  Having  found  a few  spades 
and  shovels,  I have  commenced  in  the  yards  to  trench  the  borders,  &c.,  and 
have  undertaken,  if  the  tools  are  ordered,  to  drain  and  subsoil  the  land 
attached  to  the  workhouse,  which  will  be  a useful  practical  lesson  to  the  able- 
bodied,  who,  I hope,  may  be  induced  to  apply  it  elsewhere. 

I have  been  employed  chieffy,  in  investigating  cases  in  the  workhouse,  and 
have  sifted  out  many  who  ought  never  to  have  been  admitted.  In  one  case,  a 
a woman  and  her  child  have  been  in  since  October,  her  husband  living  at 
Foxford  in  the  Union  at  the  time.  I imagine  this  arose  from  want  of  sufficient 
scrutiny  at  a period  when  there  was  much  accommodation  in  the  workhouse, 
■which  probably  induced  carelessness  in  inquiry  into  the  cases  admitted  ; most 
of  the  women  situated  as  represented  in  my  letter  of  the  24th,  state  themselves 
either  to  be  widows  or  having  husbands  in  England.  One  man,  this  week 
returned  from  England,  called  at  the  house  and  took  away  two  children  (the 
one  six,  and  the  other  three  years  old) ; his  wife,  it  appears,  had  died  in  his 
absence,  and  the  children  were  put  into  the  house.  I have  ordered  him  to  be 
applied  to  for  their  cost  of  maintenance,  and  in  case  of  refusal  to  have  him 
summoned. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  1,  1847- 
The  Commissioners  fully  approve  the  most  active  steps  being  taken  to 
effect  the  collection  of  the  rates,  -with  the  least  possible  delay. 

The  Commissioners  also  approve  the  steps  which  you  have  taken  to  have  the 
workhouse  inmates  employed,  and  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  it  will 
be  advisable  to  direct  the  special  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  necessity  of 
applying  the  test  of  labour  to  the  destitution  of  the  workhouse  inmates,  by 
keeping  them  employed,  according  to  their  capacity  and  ability. 

As  regards  the  cases  to  which  you  advert,  in  which  relief  has  been  afforded 
to  parties  whose  relatives,  liable  for  their  support,  are  not  inmates  of  the  house, 
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Swineford  Union,  the  Commissioners  approve  the  course  which  you  are  taking,  of  scrutinizing 
the  relief  lists ; but  they  do  not  think  that  legal  proceedings  against  the  parties 
liable  for  the  support  of  such  inmates,  with  a view  to  the  recovery  of  the  cost 
of  relief  afforded,  will  be  successful,  if  the  Guardians  did  not,  at  the  time  of 
their  relief,  declare  the  cost  of  such  relief  to  be  by  way  of  loan. 

The  Commissioners  suggest  that  proceedings  sh'ould  be  taken  under  the 
Vagrant  Act,  against  the  parties  punishable  under  the  2nd  section  of  that  Act. 


Captain  Broughton  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  1,  1847. 

The  meeting  that  took  place  yesterday  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  for 
this  Union,  was  better  attended  than  any  previously  held  since  my  arrival  at 
this  place. 

I therefore  took  advantage  of  this  circumstance,  to  bring  before  them  the  sub- 
ject of  uncollected  rates.  I pointed  out  to  them  the  necessity  of  at  once  taking 
steps  to  ensure  their  payment,  particularly  amongst  the  larger  rate-payers 
and  principal  immediate  lessors.  I also  pointed  out  the  impropriety  of  allowing 
these  rate-payers  to  stand  over,  whilst  the  former  were  made  to  pay,  as  it 
tended  to  induce  a belief  that  there  was  one  law  for  the  rich,  and  another  for 
the  poor.  I pointed  out  to  them  the  proper  course  in  my  mind,  to  pursue — to 
ascertain  critically  the  liabilities  of  every  description  of  the  Union,  and  then  to 
face  their  difficulties  like  men,  with  a determination  to  overcome  them.  I also 
told  them,  that  if  they  expected  to  get  over  their  difficulties  without  some  sacri- 
fice on  their  parts,  they  would  no  doubtj  be  mistaken,  and  that  it  was  far  wiser 
to  reconcile  themselves  to  this  at  once,  than  to  attempt  to  stave  it  off  from  time 
to  time.  With  this  view,  they  consented  to  appoint  a local  committee  to  confer 
with  me,  and  to  assist  me  in  collecting  the  rates.  Orders  have  been  given  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  solicitor  of  the  Union,  to  commence  proceedings  against 
certain  individuals,  and  in  his  absence,  it  would  have  been  unsatisfactory  to 
proceed  by  summary  means,  in  all  cases.  It  has  therefore  been  decided  to 
request  his  attendance  on  Friday  next,  on  which  day  this  sub-committee  is  to 
meet,  and  on  ascertaining  exactly  what  steps  he  has  taken,  and  how  matters 
stand,  we  shall  then  be  in  a better  position  to  determine  on  the  future. 

The  case  of  the  master  of  the  workhouse  was  again  brought  before  the 
meeting,  in  consequence  of  the  letter  from  the  Commissioners,  desiring  that 
they  should  proceed  to  elect  another,  by  advertisement.  I was  called  upon  for 
an  opinion  of  him  since  I joined  the  Union,  and  having  found  him  intoxicated 
yesterday,  on  visiting  the  workhouse,  I strongly  urged  his  removal  at  once.  I 
understand  he  is  an  unfortunate  man,  who  having  inherited  a nice  little  pro- 
perty has  managed  to  muddle  it  all  away,  and  that  he  is  nearly  connected  with 
many  members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  who  naturally,  it  may  be  urged, 
would  screen  him.  Still  I feel  from  the  situation  he  holds,  as  master  of  the 
house,  the  total  destruction  of  all  moral  example  he  sets  the  inmates,  renders 
it  imperative  he  should  be  at  once  removed,  and  I trust  the  Commissioners  will 
be  firm  in  their  determination  of  having  him  superseded. 

The  case  also  of  the  schoolmistress  was  brought  again  before  the  Guardians. 
From  what  I have  seen  she  seems  a respectable  nice  young  woman,  desirous  of 
doing  her  duty,  taking  pains  with  the  children,  and,  if  one  may  judge  from  her 
letter  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  of  superior  education.  I have  also  observed 
a kindliness  of  manner  to  the  unfortunate  children  not  to  be  overlooked. 

The  Guardians  gratefully  accept  the  offer  of  the  French  hand-mill,  if  the 
Commissioners  will  kindly  have  it  sent  down. 

Tools  have  been  purchased  to  a small  extent  from  the  Board  of  Works,  by 
an  order  made  this  day,  and  spades  and  shovels  have  also  been  ordered  to  be 
provided. 

I regret  again  to  have  to  revert  to  the  timber  the  contractor  is  using  in  build- 
ing the  new  fever  hospital,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  say  it  is  a disgrace  to  him  as 
a tradesman  ; I recommend  some  stringent  step  to  be  adopted  to  secure  proper 
materials  being  used  in  the  construction. 

The  admission  of  several  paupers  took  place ; amongst  others  brought  before 
the  Board,  was  one  of  a woman  and  her  family  of  four  or  five  children.  She  had 
formerly  belonged  to  this  Union,  she  had,  however,  been  12  years  absent  in 
England,  and  had  only  returned  to  this  country  three  months,  she  was  refused 
admission.  I again  drew  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  Commissioners’  letter 
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of  the  18th  instant,  requesting  their  views  of  appointing  a medical  officer  under  Swineford  Union, 
section  5 of  the  Poor  Law  Extension  Act ; it  was  again  postponed  until  this 
day  week. 

I trust,  after  our  meeting  on  Friday,  to  he  able  to  report  a favourable  result 
on  the  subject  of  enforcing  the  rates  still  uncollected. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  3,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  approve  the  advice  which  you  gave  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  with  reference  to  the  state  of  their  affairs,  and  of  the  course  which 
has  been  adopted  with  a view  to  the  speedy  collection  of  the  rates  in  the  Union. 
The  Commissioners  await  your  further  report  on  that  subject. 

As  regards  the  master  of  the  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commis- 
sioners will  issue  an  order  under  seal  for  his  dismissal,  unless  he  immediately 
quits  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  have  requested  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  attention  to  your  ob- 
servations relative  to  the  timber  which  the  contractor  for  erecting  the  fever 
wards  at  the  workhouse,  is  using. 

The  Commissioners  presume,  that  in  the  case  of  the  woman  referred  to  in 
your  report  as  applying  for  relief,  the  applicant  was  not  considered  to  be  in 
destitute  circumstances 


Captain  Broughton  to  the  Commissioners: — December  9,  1847. 

I have  to  report  to  the  Commissioners,  the  result  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  for  this  Union,  held  this  day. 

The  resignation  of  the  master  of  the  workhouse  -was  accepted,  and  the  porter 
intrusted  to  perforin  his  duties,  until  a new  master  is  appointed.  I brought 
before  the  notice  of  the  Guardians,  the  case  of  the  younger  children,  who  from 
being  confined  hitherto  in  their  meals  to  the  stated  hours  for  the  adults,  were 
left  18  hours  at  one  spell  without  food,  and  an  order  for  4 ounces  of  bread 
each,  at  night,  was  ordered  in  addition,  for  those  between  two  and  seven  years 
of  age. 

The  sealed  order  from  the  Commissioners,  ordering  no  more  than  750  persons 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Swineford  Union  workhouse,  led  to  some  discussion. 
The  fact  of  there  being  nearly  400  children  included  in  the  above  number  of 
the  present  inmates,  suggested  the  idea  of  having  them  removed  to  the  new 
shed  which  was  built  last  year,  but  never  occupied  by  fever  patients,  which 
would  give  much  room  in  the  house.  These  sheds  are  reported  by  the  con- 
tractor as  executed,  according  to  his  specification.  They  have  not  been  covered 
with  any  material  to  keep  out  the  weather,  and  are  altogether  useless,  on 
account  of  letting  in  the  rain  and  weather  at  every  crevice.  I am  requested  to 
ascertain  from  the  architect  to  the  Commissioners,  whether  in  the  price  specified 
in  his  printed  circular  (which  was  the  one  adopted  by  the  Guardians),  covering 
the  roof  with  asphalte  felt  was  included.  It  is  not  quite  so  clearly  specified  as 
not  to  admit  of  a doubt,  and  I shall  feel  obliged  by  an  early  answer  ; because 
if  it  was  not,  the  contractor  is  entitled  to  his  money,  w'hereas  if  it  was,  he  is 
clearly  liable  to  the  expense  attached  to  covering  it,  to  render  it  wind  and 
weather-tight,  which  it  most  decidedly  is  not  at  present.  Should  a pressure  exist 
for  the  next  month,  I would  suggest  that  the  elder  boys  might  be  allowed  to 
sleep  in  hammocks  in  the  school-rooms,  which,  by  a simple  contrivance,  might 
be  made  available,  and  thus  afford  much  space.  The  contractor,  who  arrived 
here  last  week,  has  admitted  the  whole  of  the  timber  I condemned  was  most 
improper,  and  that,  if  he  himself  had  been  here,  he  would  not  have  allowed  it 
to  be  used : this,  however,  confirming  my  report,  is  no  justification  for  his 
not  employing  a proper  person  to  look  after  it  in  his  absence.  The  accident 
alone  of  my  being  here  has,  I do  not  hesitate  to  say,  saved  the  Union  some 
hundred  pounds.  , . . ...  _ . . 

I wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  state  oi  the  omcials 
in.  this  workhouse  on  my  arrival.  The  master,  who  has  just  been  got  rid  of,  is 
brother  to  the  matron ; the  medical  officer  is  brother-in-law  to  both ; the  whole 
either  cousins  or  connected  with  three  or  four  of  the  Guardians.  Now,  without 
wishing  the  least  in  the  world  to  find  any  fault  with  the  individuals,  the 
tendency  of  these  connexionships  is  adverse  to  the  proper  working  of  the  system. 
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Swine  ford  Union,  js  obvious,  if  any  of  these  parties  neglect  their  duties  the  other  would  not  he 

in  a position  ’to  report  faithfully  any  neglect ; and  it  might  be  worth  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Board,  in  any  future  appointments,  to  guard  against  a 
system  injurious  to  the  pauper  and  detrimental  to  a fair  working  out  of  the 
Poor  Law. 

I am  very  desirous  to  be  supplied  with  the  Ordnance  sheets  of  this  Union 
on  the  large  6 -inch  scale.  It  will  not  be  necessary  they  should  be  mounted  in 
the  superior  form ; simple  sheets  sent  in  a tin  case  will  answer  all  my  purposes, 
and  I trust  they  may  be  supplied,  including  the  portion  of  this  Union  in  the 
county  Sligo.  I also  request  some  common  note  books ; those  about  7*4£  in., 
with  blotting-paper  between  the  leaves,  I have  always  found  the  most  conve- 
nient size. 

Upwards  of  60  cases  were  admitted  this  day  5 among  the  others,  a woman 
with  nine  children  in  extreme  want. 


Reply  to  the  above:' — December  10,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  alteration  which  you  have  proposed 
in  the  dietary  of  the  workhouse  inmates. 

Your  observations  with  respect  to  the  sheds  which  have  been  built  on  the 
■workhouse  premises  will  be  immediately  referred  to  the  Commissioners. 

The  Commissioners  concur  with  you  in  thinking,  that  near  relationship 
between  officers  of  a workhouse,  who  are  intended  to  a certain  extent  to  keep 
a check  upon  each  other,  is  not  desirable  ; and  that,  in  making  appointments 
of  such  officers,  it  would  be  well  that  these  circumstances  should  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  in  whom  is  vested  the  appointment 
of  the  workhouse  officers. 

The  sheets  of  the  Ordnance  survey  comprising  the  Swineford  Union  will  be 
sent  to  you  with  as  little  delay  as  possible ; and  the  memorandum  books  which 
you  require  have  been  ordered  from  the  Stationery  Office. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Broughton  : — December  10,  1 847. 

I . am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith,  for  your 
information,  a copy  of  a report  which  they  have  received  from  their  architect, 
relative  to  the  execution  of  the  contract  for  building  the  fever- ward  to  the 
workhouse  of  the  Swineford  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  steps  have  been  taken,  with  a view  to 
having  the  timber  in  the  fever- ward,  to  which  you  objected,  removed. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  to  the  Commissioners: — December  4,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  extract  frem  a report  of  Captain 
Broughton,  referring  to  the  use  of  inferior  timber  in  the  new  fever  hospital  of  the  Swineford 
poor-house,  and  also  the  communication  No.  40,004,  D. /47,  of  your  Board  of  yesterday’s 
date  accompanying  it. 

In  reply  to  the  instructions  of  your  Board  for  giving  immediate  attention  thereto,  I have  to 
state  that  I have  this  day  seen  the  contractor,  and  he  explains  the  defects  to  be  owing  to  the 
use  of  some  timber  with  too  much  sap.  He  informs  me  that  he  has  given  orders  for  its  imme- 
diate removal ; if  this  be  the  case  the  clerk  of  works  will  be  able  to  report  accordingly  to 
Captain  Broughton. 

I may  here  state  that  it  appears  to  me.  satisfactory  that  the  Guardians  should  accept  Captain 
Broughton’s  proposal  to  inspect  the  building ; _ it  will  be  advantageous  also  to  the  contractor,  if 
he  proceeds  properly  with  the  work,  to  have  his  payments  made  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

The  contractor  has  expressed  a desire  to  suspend  some  of  the  works  till  better  weather;  my 
opinion  is  in  favour  of  his  so  doing,  and  I believe  the  building  will  be  thereby  better  executed 
and  sooner  ready  for  occupation. 


Captain  Broughton  to  the  Commissioners: — December  11,  1847. 

I regret  much  to  say  my  Sub-Committee  could  not  be  formed  yesterday, 
on  account  of  the  non-attendance  of  three  members. 

I have  now  arranged  to  employ  every  man,  young  or  old  (capable  of  being 
set  to  work),  in  the  workhouse ; and  on  Monday  they  will  be  in  full  employment. 
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A curious  state  of  things  occurs  in  the  workhouse  at  this  moment ; on  taking 
the  return  of  inmates,  out  of  84  borne  on  the  books  as  able-bodied  there  are 
only  15  really  able-bodied  men,  24  who  are  only  fit  for  breaking  stones,  and  45, 
mlact,  only  children,  who,  by  calling  themselves  15,  thought  to  avoid  school, 
and  as  the  weather  has  been  dreadfully  severe,  and  very  little  out-door  .work 
capable  of  being  done,  preferred  roasting  themselves  ovep  the  fire  in  the  men’s 
wards  to  going  into  school ; however,  I had  them  all  sent  into  the  school-room. 

Sixteen  are  in  the  infirmary  or  hospital,  and  21  are  either  so  infirm  or  bed-rid- 
den as  to  be  unable  to  perform  any  work,  and  are,  in  fact,  waiting  their  time  to 
die  in  the  usual  course  of  nature  ; making  a total  of  adult  males  in  the  house  of 
only  60.  I mention  the  above,  in  reference  to  the  Board’s  sealed  order,  for- 
bidding more  than  750  to  be  admitted  into  the  house,  which  from  the  above 
state,  would  appear  to  require  the  modification  of  sexes,  for  whilst  the  female 
wards  are  pretty  well  filled,  there  remains  one  ward  on  the  male  side  quite 
empty,  and  some  accommodation  in  those  that  are  occupied  still  available, 
unless  indeed  the  male  wards  could  be  made  available  for  a portion  of  the 
females,  which  appears  never  to  have  been  done,  nor  is  it  indeed  desirable. 

The  abstract  of  the  state  of  the  house  at  present  would  be — 

Adult  Males.  Adult  Females.  Girls.  Infants. 

60  176  204  25 

and  251  boys,  45  of  whom  only  are  about  15  years  old,  the  rest  quite  children. 

The  knowledge  that  tools  have  been  provided  and  work  insisted  on,  has 
already  sent  some  out  and  deterred  others  from  coming  in.  The  system  of 
■ allowing  women  and  families  into  the  house,  during  th  period  when  there 
was  much  spare  room,  (alluded  to  in  my  report  of  2/th  ultimo,)  has,  I fear, 
been  more  extensively  acted  upon  than  I had  imagined,  and  I shall  desire  a list 
to  be  furnished  for  each  electoral  division,  to  the  respective  relieving  officers, 
for  inquiry,  which  I hope  will  result  in  discovering  some  of  the  parties  who 
may  be  in  possession  of  holdings,  which  they  would  have  had  to  have  given 
up  if  their  coming  into  the  workhouse  with  their  families  had  been  insisted 
upon. 

It  is  my  intention  to  employ  the  45  boys  alluded  to  (as  men)  in  breakin 
stones  jn  a separate  yard,  when  the  weather  permits,  and  they  are  not  in  school, 
and  to  propose  to  the  Guardians  to  erect  sheds,  available  either  for  work  or 
play  in  bad  weather. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  20,  1847. 

I am  to  suggest  whether  the  boys  could  not  be  transferred  to  some  of 
the  men’s  apartments,  and  the  girls  placed  in  the  boys’  wards,  the  girls’  ward 
being  then  applied  for  the  use  of  the  women. 


Captain  Broughton  to  the  Commissioners: — December  14,  1847. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  met  this  day.  I brought  before  their  notice 
the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners,  as  conveyed  in  their  letter  of  the 
9th  instant,  in  reference  to  having  the  books  for  the  rate  agreed  to  on  20th 
July  completed,  by  entering  the  arrears  from  the  old  rate ; but  the  solicitor  not 
having  had  quite  sufficient  time  to  enter  his  proceedings,  it  was  decided  to  wait 
until  he  had  the  opportunity  and  the  result  made  known.  I must  say,  in  justice 
to  the  Guardians  present,  there  was  no  disposition  whatever  to  put  off  the  rate, 
by  way  of  avoiding  it,  on  the  contrary,  they  expressed  their  gratitude  to  the 
Government  for  all  that  had  been  done  for  them. 

I brought  before  the  Board  the  necessity  of  at  once  entering  into  contracts 
for  keeping  the  house  in  repair,  in  conformity  with  the  specifications  forwarded 
to  the  various  services  concerned,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  circulars  ordered 
to  be  printed  and  distributed.  The  leakages  in  the  roofs  in  various  places  are 
becoming  very  serious  and  require  immediate  looking  after. 

A shed  for  children  to  play  under  in  bad  weather  was  also  approved  of  and 
a contract  to  be  made  for  its  erection  \ some  bedsteads,  forms,  and  tables,  were 
also  sanctioned. 

I was  obliged  to  bring  before  the  Board  the  conduct  of  the  schoolmaster, 
Eugene  McGuire,  who,  in  passion,  brutally  assaulted  a poor  little  child,  only 

O 2 


Swineford  Union. 
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Swineford  Union,  about  seven  years  of  age,  leaving  a cut  extending  from  his  eye  to  his  mouth, 
and  laying  open  his  cheek.  He  has  been  forthwith  dismissed. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  person’s  appointment  was  ever  confirmed  by  the 
Board. 

A person  of  the  name  of  Kelly  (as  I am  given  to  understand)  was  recom- 
mended by  the  BoarcLfor  the  situation,  who  has  been  acting  as  assistant  in  the 
workhouse  pending  the  decision  of  the  Board,  but  he  also  has  not  been  con- 
firmed. I recommend  his  approval  to  be  sent. 

Much  dissatisfaction  has  been  shown  at  being  obliged  to  work,  but  by  a little 
firmness  this  has  been  overcome ; some  have  left  rather  than  submit,  which 
of  course  was  not  objected  to. 

I have  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the  receipt  of  the  Ordnance  sheets 
of  this  Union  on  the  6-inch  scale. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  17,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  fully  approve  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  M'Guire,  who 
has  been  employed  as  schoolmaster  in  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  will  send  the  usual  questions  for  answers,  to  be  signed 
by  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  and  Mr.  Kelly,  whose  appointment  as  schoolmaster 
you  recommend  them  to  confirm. 


Captain  Broughton  to  the  Commissioners: — December  18,  1S47. 

The  adjourned  petty  sessions  took  place  yesterday,  and  the  case  of 
rescue  adverted  to  in  my  report  of  ,27th  ult.,  was  disposed  of  before  sending 
the  parties  for  trial  to  Ballina  quarter  sessions. 

It  having  been  blowing  a perfect  hurricane  the  last  three  days,  no  one  attended 
at  the  sub-committee  at  the  workhouse. 

I had  an  opportunity  to-day  of  meeting  the  solicitor  to  the  Board  relative  to 
the  portion  of  the  rates  intrusted  to  him  for  collection ; he  stated,  from  letters 
he  had  received,  that  a great  portion  of  the  rate  will  be  settled  before  a fort- 
night. I again  urged  upon  him  the  importance  of  immediate  collection. 

It  appears  to  have  been  a system  in  this  part  of  the  world  to  collect  rents, 
county  rates,  and  other  fiscal  dues  at  certain  fixed  periods,  after  certain  lairs, 
&c.,  a usage  of  so  long  standing  as  to  have  become  almost  law.  The  same  view 
seems  to  have  been  applied  to  poor-rates,  forgetting  that  a rate  is  liable  to  be 
called  for  at  any  time  when  the  necessities  of  the  Union  render  it  imperative, 
independent  of  any  periods  applicable,  in  a certain  extent,  to  other  fixed  rates. 
I am  led  also  to  imagine,  but  I wish  to  guard  myself  in  saying  so,  that  a tacit 
acquiescence  in  the  non-payment  of  rates  is,  in  some  measure,  tolerated  until 
the  rents  are  secured,  when,  should  anything  remain,  they  are  called  for  and 
left  to  a somewhat  precarious  collection.  Another  tact  in  this  Union  renders 
the  collection  of  the  poor-rate  difficult,  and  results  from  the  state  of  property 
in  the  Union,  and  non-residence  of  the  proprietary,  as  mentioned  in  my  report 
of  the  24th  ult.  Most  of  the  holdings  are  under  41.  annual  value,  and  hence 
proceedings  cannot  be  taken  against  the  tenant  until  four  months  elapse,  and 
another  month’s  notice  is  given  at  the  expiration,  under  section  3,  Act  Vic.  6 
and  7,  cap.  92.  Not  being  a lawyer,  I am  afraid  I may  not  always  make  myself 
understood,  but  trust  to  the  Commissioners’  indulgence. 

I have  been  lately  much  occupied  again  in  endeavouring  to  organize  the 
relief  contemplated  by  the  British  Association  through  the  existing  schools  ; 
but  really  the  state  of  things  has  become  so  monstrous,  I have  been  obliged  to 
refer  to  the  Count  de  Strzelecki  for  his  views.  For  instance,  in  the  electoral 
division  Killeadan,  where  three  schools  were  named  to  me  by  the  Inspector 
under  the  National  Board,  as  existing  and  containing,  on  the  18th  of  last 
month,  56,  79,  and  41  pupils  respectively;  a return  has  been  sent  me  of  17 
schools  with  2138  children  in  this  electoral  division  alone.  They  seem  to  have 
sprung  up  like  mushrooms  under  the  shower  of  relief  to  be  afforded,  whilst  not 
one  shilling  is  forthcoming  for  the  purposes  of  management  from  any  local 
source. 
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Reply  to  the  above: — December  22,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  desire  me  to  observe,  in  reference  to  your  statement 
respecting  the  delay  unavoidable  in  recovery  of  rates  due  on  holdings  under  41. 
value,  that  it  is  not  necessary  or  advisable  to  await  the  lapse  of  the  time  after 
which  the  occupiers  may  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  rate,  but  that  the  imme- 
diate lessors  should  be  called  upon  by  notice  in  the  first  instance,  and,  on  failure 
of  payment,  should  be  sued  by  one  of  the  courses  pointed  out  in  the  Act  6 and 
7 Viet.,  cap.  92,  section  2. 

1 am  also  to  state  that,  if  the  property  be  under  the  Courts  of  Chancery  or 
Exchequer,  the  receiver,  or  other  party  in  charge,  should  be  called  upon  for 
the  rates. 

I am  further  to  observe,  that  it  is  considered  of  great  importance  to  press 
forward  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  the  Union  now,  as  the  means  of  payment 
may  otherwise  soon  pass  out  of  the  hands  of  the  occupiers. 


Captain  Broughton  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  21,  1847. 

I have  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  the  result  of 
this  day’s  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  the  Union  of  Swineford. 

I laid  before  them  the  Commissioners’  communication,  dated  December  17, 
1847,  relative  to  the  collectors  of  poor-rate,  it  was  decided  to  call  the  Guardians 
together  on  Tuesday  next,  together  with  the  solicitor,  and  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  collection  of  the  rate  struck  on  20th  July  last ; the  result  will  be 
made  known  to  the  Commissioners. 

The  applications  for  admission  into  the  workhouse  to-day  were  very  few, 
but  the  house  being  full,  I brought  before  the  Board  the  necessity  of  making 
room  for  them,  and  proposed,  in  order  to  effect  this,  that  those  women  with 
families,  who  it  is  supposed  have  their  husbands  in  the  country,  so  often 
alluded  to  in  my  correspondence,  should  be  discharged  with  a week’s  provisions 
to  seek  their  husbands;  this  was  acceded  to,  and  the  result  has  been  the 
turning  out  (with  rations)  nearly  80,  who  were  never  legally  admitted,  and 
whose  cases,  if  they  return,  may  be  again  considered  and  put,  if  thought  proper 
to  re-admit  them,  upon  a legal  form,  by  way  of  loan  ; at  the  same  time,  a list 
of  them  has  been  provided  to  each  Relieving  Officer,  to  scrutinize,  and  make 
distinct  inquiries  as  to  their  husbands  being  in  the  country,  and  holding  land 
or  otherwise. 

The  house  in  this  way  has  been  reduced  below  the  complement  allowed.  If 
necessary,  the  suggestion  of  the  Commissioners  shall  be  acted  upon,  by  placing 
some  of  the  boys  in  the  men’s  wards,  and  giving  up  the  boys’  wards  to  the 
female  children,  which  will  have  a good  effect.  I am  again  urged  to  request 
an  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  requesting  information  from  the 
architect  of  the  Board  as  to  the  forms  of  the  contract  for  building  the  tem- 
porary fever  sheds.  The  contractor  is  clamorous  for  his  money,  which,  if  he 
lias  fulfilled  his  contract,  should  be  paid  him.  Taking  into  consideration  the 
circumstances  of  this  Union,  and  that  they  never  put  themselves  under  the 
Fever  Act,  and  consequently  drew  no  funds  from  the  Government  for  this 
purpose  (which,  in  all  other  cases,  was  eventually  a gift  from  the  Government), 
I would  beg  to  recommend  this  fever  shed  might  be  allowed,  upon  the  same 
footing  as  those  to  whom  grants  were  made,  and  which  were  presented  by  the 
Government,  and  as  -would  have  been  the  case  had  they  formed  themselves 
into  a Fever  Committee  under  10  Viet.,  cap.  22. 

I would  request  an  answer  to  this  proposition  before  next  Tuesday.  I think 
it  founded  upon  reasonable  grounds,  and  would  have  a favourable  effect  in  the 
decision  of  the  Board  on  the  question  of  the  rates  on  that  day.  I beg,  however* 
distinctly  to  state  to  the  Commissioners,  they  have  in  no  way  been  compromised 
if  they  think  otherwise,  as  I have  not  mentioned  the  subject  to  any  individual. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  24,  1847. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  as  to  the  discharge  of  some  of  the 
women  in  the  workhouse  whose  husbands  are  supposed  to  be  living,  I am  to 
state  that  it  is  only  in  the  cases  specified  by  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Extension  Act  that  the  Guardians  are  authorised  to  give  out-door  relief; 


Swineford  Union 
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and  that  if  the  women  referred  to  do  not:  come  within  those  provisions,  the  cost 
of  the  food  with  which  they  were  supplied  on  being  discharged  from  the 
workhouse  will  be  a doubtful  charge  upon  the  poor-rates. 

I am,  at  the  same  time,  to  forward  for  your  information  an  order  which  has 
been  issued  in  some  Unions  extending  the  powers  of  the  Guardians  for  providing 
out-door  relief. 

A copy  of  a report  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  Mr.  Wil- 
kinson relative  to  the  contract  for  erecting  the  temporary  sheds  on  the  work- 
house  premises  for  the  accommodation  of  fever  patients  is  enclosed  herewith, 
for  your  information ; and  I am  to  state,  in  reply  to  your  remarks  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  a loan  of  1250/.  has  already  been  obtained  for  the  Guardians,  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  temporary  and  permanent  buildings  for  the  accommodation 
of  fever  patients ; and  that  there  are  now  no  funds  which  could  be  appropriated 
as  a grant  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Swineford  Union,  with  a view  to 
placing  them  on  the  same  footing  as  other  Boards  of  Guardians  to  whom  grants 
of  money  have  been  made  for  expenses  incurred  in  the  relief  of  persons  affected 
by  fever,  even  if  that  course  were  deemed  expedient  in  the  Swineford  Union. 

Enclosure. 

To  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the Union;  to  the  Clerk  or  Clerks  to  the  Justices 

of  the  Petty  Sessions,  held  for  the  Division  or  Divisions  in  which  the  Townlands  and 
Places  comprised  within  the  said  Union  are  situated,  and  to  all  others  whom  it  may 
concern. 

Whereas  it  has  been  shown  to  our  satisfaction,  that,  by  reason  of  the  want  of  room  in  the 

workhouse  of  the Union,  adequate  relief  cannot  be  afforded  to  destitute  poor  persons,  beincr 

widows  with  one  child  dependent  on  them  respectively,  or  to  destitute  poor  persons,  being 
children  whose  parents  are  both  dead,  or  to  destitute  poor  persons,  being  able-bodied  men,  one 
or  more  members  of  whose  families,  dependent  on  them  for  support,  are  affected  by  severe  sick- 
ness or  serious  accident : 

Now,  therefore,  we,  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland,  do  hereby  authorise  and  empower  the  Guardians  of  the  said  Union,  for  the  period  of 
two  months  from  the  date  of  this  order,  to  administer  relief  out  of  the  workhouse,  in  food,  to 
such  destitute  persons  as  aforesaid,  being  widows  with  one  child  dependent  on  them  respectively, 
or  being  children  whose  parents  are  both  dead,  or  being  able-bodied  men,  one  or  more  members 
of  whose  families,  dependent  on  them  for  support,  are  affected  by  severe  sickness  or  serious 
accident. 

Sealed  with  our  seal,  this  fifteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

(Signed)  E.  T.  B.  Twisleton.  . 

(Countersigned) 

Wm.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


Captain  Broughton  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  28,  1847. 

The  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  took  place  this  day,  and  was  fully 
attended.  I am  happy  to  report,  I had  the  advantage  of  Mr.  Burke’s  presence  in 
the  consideration  of  some  subjects  of  importance,  which  were  brought  before  the 
notice  of  the  meeting. 

The  principal  points  discussed  were  the  condition  of  the  rates,  and  the  propriety 
of  signing  the  books  lor  the  collection  of  the  rate  agreed  upon  on  20th  July  last; 
the  election  of  a new  master  to  the  workhouse ; the  referred  petition  of  the  Rev! 
Mr.  Durcan,  P.  P. ; the  claim  of  the  contractor  for  building  fever  sheds ; and  dis- 
cussions on  other  subjects  of  minor  importance.  I propose  to  take  them  seriatim ; 
before  doing  so,  however,  I desire  to  inform  the  Commissioners  I suggested  at  the 
last  meeting  the  adoption  of  brown  bread,  or  bread  made  from  whole  meal,  in  the 
workhouse,  in  lieu  of  that  made  from  the  finest  wheat  flour,  which  was  agreed  to 
by  the  Guardians.  The  difference  in  price  is  from  18/.  to  10/.  per  ton,  and  thus  a 
great  saving  will  be  effected,  whilst  a more  wholesome  article  is  furnished.  It. 
has  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  many  anomalies  of  this  country,  that 
one  finds  the  poorest  peasantry  perhaps  in  Europe,  feeding  on  bread  made  from  the 
finest  and  most  expensive  material,  and  I do  conceive  that  a great  benefit  would  he 
derived  to  the  community  at  large,  by  the  general  adoption  of  this  brown  bread.  I 
omitted  mentioning  this  in  my  last  report. 

With  regard  to  the  rate,  after  a very  full  discussion  it  has  been  determined,  that 
the  collectors  be  called  upon  to  complete  their  collections  within  one  month,  of  all 
the  sums  not  -given  over  to  the  solicitor  for  his  collection ; and  in  default  of  so 
doing,  that  tlieir  securities  he  made  available,  and  that  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  a new  rate  be  Sighed  under  any  circumstances.  This  appeared  to  be  the  best 
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arrangement  that  could  be  entered  into,  under  all  the  considerations  forced  upon  Swineford  Union, 
the  meeting,  and  appeared  to  meet  the  concurrence  of  Mr.  Burke.  Out  of  five  — * 

candidates  for  the  mastership  of  the  workhouse,  two  were  selected  for  competition, 
viz.,  Michael  Henry,  who  obtained  eight  votes,  and  Martin  Sheridan,  who  obtained 
five  votes.  The  former  was  elected,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners. 

I am  bound  to  say  that  I do  not  consider  either  of  the  candidates,  whether  as 
regards  position, . education,  or  local  connexion,  calculated  to  make  an  efficient 
officer  to  the  institution ; the  person  selected  is  perfectly  ignorant  of  his  duties,  was 
a Guardian  to  the  Swineford  electoral  division,  and  resigned  to  enable  his  brother 
to  occupy  the  situation  of  relieving  officer,  which  he  at  present  holds.  If  a retired 
sergeant  of  some  regiment,  accustomed  to  discipline  and  organization,  could  be 
found  sufficiently  active  and  steady  to  fill  these  offices,  I cannot  but  think  great 
benefit  would  be  derived  to  the  institutions  generally. 

With  regard  to  the  memorial  referred  to  me,  so  numerously  signed  in  this  dis- 
trict, I do  not  consider  it  warranted  by  the  circumstances  of  the  Union.  At  the 
present  time  much  individual  suffering  may  occur,  but  as  yet  we  have  not 
had  recourse  to  any  out-door  relief,  and  the  workhouse  at  this  time  is  not  full.  It 
is  remarkable,  that  concurrent  with  this  petition  was  an  influx  of  paupers  into  the 
house,  Avhich  crowded  it  a little  for  a few  days,  until  the  abuses  I complained  of 
were  got  rid  of ; and  also  that  a verdict  of  a coroner’s  inquest  was  represented  as 
finding  a case  from  starvation  to  have  occurred,  which,  as  far  as  I have  as  vet  been 
able  to  make  inquiry,  was  on  the  body  of  a stranger  passing  through,  and  who 
never  made  any  application  to  any  relieving  officer,  or  elsewhere,  for  assistance, 
although  the  relieving  officer  of  the  district  attended  regularly  at  the  appointed 
places,  and  at  the  appointed  times ; nor  do  I,  as  far  as  I can  see  my  way,  hesitate  to 
say,  I shall  be  able  to  overcome  any  probable  difficulties  that  may  arise  within  this 
Union.  The  rigid  adherence  to  work  as  a test  (hitherto  not  insisted  upon  in  the 
workhouse),  is  operating  most  beneficially  in  its  results,  as  the  inmates  are  no 
longer  allowed  to  sit  idling  over  the  fires. 

The  contractor’s  claim  for  the  money  due  to  him,  on  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  repre- 
sentation, has  been  acknowledged ; but  it  lias  been  requested  that  the  money  may 
be  sent  to  me,  in  the  first  instance,  as  it  appears  be  has  had  61.  advanced  to  him  by 
the  Guardians,  and  has  left  many  of  his  mechanics  and  labourers  unpaid  in  this 
vicinity. 

Out  of  the  persons  sent  out  to  seek  their  husbands,  as  reported  last  week,  only 
three  families  returned  this  day. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  8,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  proposed  substitution  of  brown  bread,  for  the  bread 
hitherto  supplied  to  the  workhouse  inmates,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
have  no  objection  to  this  change,  but  they  consider  that  the  medical  officer  should 
be  consulted  with  regard  to  any  alteration  of  the  workhouse  dietary. 

As  regards  the  postponement  of  the  new  rate  for  a month,  to  enable  the 
collectors  to  complete  the  collection  of  the  old  rate,  I am  to  state  that  it  will  be 
advisable  in  the  mean  time,  to  have  the  rate-books  and  collectors’  books  filled  up 
for  the  3s.  1 \d.  rate,  so  that  nothing  may  remain  to  be  done  but  to  insert  the 
arrears. 

With  reference  to  the  election  of  a master  for  the  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that 
the  Commissioners  have  objected  to  the  proposed  appointment  of  Mr.  Henry,  and 
have  recommended  the  Guardians  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  another  person  to 
the  office  of  workhouse  master. 

With  reference  to  the  balance  due  to  the  contractor,  for  erecting  the  additional 
buildings  at  the  Union  workhouse,  and  the  sums  due  by  him  to  tradesmen  and 
others,  I am  to  state  that  the  money  due  to  the  contractor  will  be  forwarded  to  you ; 
but  the  Commissioners  are  not  aware  how  far  the  Guardians  may  be  justified  by 
the  circumstances,  in  interfering  with  the  fulfilment  of  agreements  made  by  the 
contractor  with  other  parties. 

With  regard  to  your  observations,  as  to  the  persons  you  would  recommend  for 
the  office  of  workhouse  master,  I am  to  state,  that  discharged  non-commissioned 
officers  of  the  army,  have  been  found  in  other  Unions  to  make  efficient  masters  of 
workhouses. 
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Swineford  Union. 


Captain  Broughton  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  11,  1848. 

I regret  to  have  to  say,  it  has  been  with,  some  difficulty  I was  able  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  from  my  suffering  still 
from  the  effects  of  a rather  severe  attack  of  influenza. 

The  meeting  did  not  take  place  till  nearly  2 o’clock,  from  the  circumstance  of 
a road  sessions  being  held  at  the  court-house,  and  was  occupied  until  nearly 
4 o'clock,  with  discussion  arising  out  of  the  Commissioners’  dismissal  of  the  matron. 
The  meeting  was  unusually  large,  and  it  appeared  as  if  it  had  been  expressly 
collected  to~  bolster  up  this  person’s  cause,  and  to  resist  the  order  for  election  of 
master  sent  down.  The  view  the  Commissioners  arrived  at  in  respect  of  the 
matron,  has  been  fully  borne  out  by  the  discussion  this  day  ; for  it  turns  out, 
the  permission  was  given  to  her  at  the  time  when  the  inmates  were  on  a potato 
dietary.  I referred  to  the  peelings  and  waste  at  that  time. 

By  the  time  the  various  admissions  were  gone  through  it  was  past  6 o’clock, 
so  that  I was  totally  unable  to  bring  before  the  consideration  of  the  Guardians, 
any  of  the  important  subjects  referred  to  in  the  Commissioners’  letters  of  8th 
instant. 

I trust  the  state  of  my  health  will  be  a sufficient  apology  for  so  short  a report 
on  the  present  occasion,  but  it  has  really  been  with  some  difficulty  I have  done 
so  much. 


Captain  Broughton  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  21,  1848. 

I have  to  report  that  I had  the  advantage  of  meeting  the  sub-com- 
mittee to-day.  Contracts  have  been  agreed  to,  for  providing  the  requisite  fur- 
niture for  completing  the  dormitories  and  refectory  ; as  also  for  supply  of  turf 
and  straw  to  the  building. 

I brought  before  the  notice  of  the  Sub-Committee  the  propriety  of  obtaining 
a detailed  list  of  the  inmates,  with  the  view  of  selecting  such  as  would  be 
proper  persons  to  whom  to  apply  the  out-door  relief  under  the  1st  section 
of  the  10th  Viet.,  c.  81;  and  I intend  to  propose,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Commissioners,  that  each  relieving  officer  be  provided  at  his  depot  with,  say, 
one  ton  of  meal,  and  a list  of  those  to  whom  he  is  to  issue  relief  in  the  pro- 
portions marked  against  their  names.  By  this  means,  no  great  abuse  could 
exist,  as  the  relieving  officer  would  be  held  accountable  to  the  full  extent  sup- 
plied him.  This  leads  me  to  suggest  to  the  Commissioners,  to  embody  in  their 
next  General  Order,  the  General  Rule  of  “mustering”  on  the  1st  of  every 
month,  the  inmates  of  each  workhouse,  when  by  comparison  with  the  books, 
no  fraud  on  the  establishment  can  remain  long  undetected.  The  state  of  the 
workhouse  at  the  present  time  (the  detail  of  which  I will  forward  in  my 
next  report)  would,  I think,  fairly  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  workhouse 
of  this  Union  is  not  sufficient  for  the  demand  likely  to  be  made  periodically 
upon  it.  The  power  of  extending  is  easily  arranged  by  sheds,  capable  of 
holding  any  number  of  either  sex,  either  of  infirm  or  children,  against  the 
boundary  walls  on  either  side,  or  both.  Lodges  might  also  be  erected  at  the 
entrance,  one  of  which  might  be  converted  into  a bakery,  with  an  infant  school- 
room above,  whilst  the  other  might  be  available  for  a porter’s  lodge  and  dwell- 
ing, -with  a good  store-room  above — an  arrangement  I should  prefer  to  the 
proposed  sites  for  these  essentials.  Sixty-nine  pounds  were  collected  this  week. 

I regret  to  say  the  grand  jury  at  the  quarter  sessions  held  at  Ballina,  ignored 
the  bill  agrinst  the  parties  accused  of  rescue,  and  from  whom  the  sword-cane 
was  taken. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  25,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  approval  of  the  arrangements  made 
for  providing  food  to  the  destitute  persons  entitled  to  out-door  relief  in  the 
Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  are  in  communication 
with  Mr.  Wilkinson,  as  regards  your  suggestions  for  providing  additional  work- 
house  accommodation. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — December  27,  184 <7. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  referring  to  our  last 
week’s  report.  The  confidence  we  then  expressed,  as  to  the  collection  of  the  rates, 
is  not  abated,  although  the  weekly  lodgment  (82 1.  10s.),  upon  the  20th  instant,  has 
proved  less  than  any  we  have  lately  had  to  report.  It  is  based  on  our  observation  of 
the  district,  which  is  sound  and  well-disposed  notwithstanding  exceptions,  and  our 
opinion  of  the  collectors  themselves,  which  continues  unchanged. 

We  are  in  frequent  communication  with  them,  and  we  shall  henceforward  (as 
they  are  earnest  in  desiring  of  us)  mark  out  for  each,  the  course  to  be  taken  from 
one  day  to  another  in  the  prosecution  of  the  collection.  For  his  next  lodgment,  to 
have  been  made  this  day,  but  which  for  reasons  to  be  found  in  the  letters,  of  which 
a copy  is  herewith  forwarded,  will  not  be  made  until  to-morrow,  the  collector, 
Alexander  Robinson,  has  in  his  hands  a sum  approaching  to  200/.,  and  which  will 
be  considerably  augmented  by  the  levy  we  have  directed  him  to  make  this  day  in 
Lowtherstown  and  its  immediate  neighbourhood.  This  part  of  the  district  had, 
with  many  others,  been  hitherto  untouched,  and  it  seems  desirable  that  he  should 
follow  up  the  example  made  within  the  past  week  of  the  recusant  rate-payers, 
mentioned  in  our  last  report,  by  the  immediate  intimation,  which  will  be  best  given 
at  the  head-quarters  of  the  Union,  that  the  rate  will  now  be  got  in  from  each  and 
all  as  fast  as  it  can  be  applied  for,  and  we  have  provided  him  against  the  possible 
expectation  of  indulgence  in  any  particular  case,  with  a signed  requisition  of  the 
Board  to  this  effect. 

The  rate-payer  in  question  whose  high  position  made  it  the  more  indispensible 
that  he  should  be  promptly  and  effectively  dealt  with,  persisted,  as  we  learn,  in  his 
refusal,  but  happily  succumbed  on  the  collector’s  actually  driving  his  cattle. 

The  letters,  of  which  a copy  is  herewith  forwarded,  will  furnish  the  best  account 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  other  collector,  speaking  at  once  to  the  character  of  the 
man  and  of  the  district.  The  suggestion  conveyed  to  him  by  the  unknown,  but  un- 
questionably friendly  hand  (to  bring  the  police,  and  rid  or  sweep  for  rate  any  single 
townland  where  menaces  have  been  loudest),  we  cannot  but  consider  to  be,  under 
the  circumstances,  a perfectly  necessary  one ; as  it  will  be,  however,  the  first 
'manifestation  of  the  kind  on  our  parts,  we  would  gladly  receive  from  you  any 
instructions  you  may  think  suited  to  give  better  effect  to  the  measure. 

With  respect  to  the  sale  of  seizures  to  go  forward,  as  noted  in  the  letters  this 
day,  at  Pettigo  (if  the  collector  should  be  driven  to  that  alternative),  due  precaution 
has  been  taken  to  conduct  it  effectively. 

The  assault  referred  to  in  our  Minutes  is  to  be  heard,  not  to  day,  but  on  Monday 
next,  the  3rd  of  January.  Our  resolution  to  employ  an  attorney  upon  the  occasion, 
has,  for  its  object,  rather  to  evince  our  sense  of  its  importance  than  to  add  anything 
to  the  strength  of  the  case,  which  is  sufficiently  clear,  and  there  can  be  no  question 
of  an  exemplary  sentence  being  obtained. 

These  indications,  though  they  may  give  matters  an  unfavourable  aspect  for  the 
moment,  were,  we  need  hardly  say,  to  have  been  looked  for,  so  soon  as  the  levying 
of  the  rates  should  be  taken  in  hand  in  earnest ; and  there  need  be  little  appre- 
hension as  to  the  result,  on  their  being  promptly  and  firmly  met,  while  the 
evidence  so  afforded  of  the  strength  of  the  law  cannot  fail  to  conduce  to  the  general 
peace  and  order  of  the  country. 

W e think,  indeed,  that  this  is  an  argument  well  entitled  to  have  weight  with 
the  more  influential  residents  of  the  Union ; and  should  the  current  week  exhibit 
any  increase  of  menaces  or  rescues,  it  may  not  be  inexpedient  that  we  should 
address  an  emphatic  circular  on  the  subject  by  post  to  each. 

As  regards  the  collection  and  the  collectors,  the  particulars  now  noticed  will  be 
found  to  furnish  better  grounds  for  coming  to  a definite  opinion  than  any  we  have 
had  to  submit  to  you  in  former  reports ; and  we  have  some  confidence  that  your 
judgment,  formed  upon  them,  will  be  in  confirmation  of  our  own. 

With  respect  to  the  state  and  management  of  the  house,  it  will  appear  by  your 
last  minutes  that  any  material  amendment  is  not  to  be  expected  until  a new  master 
and  matron  shall  be  appointed ; at  the  same  time  it  is  only  just  to  Mr.  and  Mrs: 
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Somerville  to  state  that  the  recently  exhibited  spirit  of  insubordination  among  the 
paupers  has  altogether  subsided,  nor  do  we  hear  of  any  further  murmurs  or  com- 
plaints on  either  side.  It  is  undeniable  that  both  master  and  matron  show  them- 
selves to  take  an  increasing  interest  in  their  charge,  and  to  be  at  all  times 
laboriously  occupied  with  it:  but  the  method  is  wanting;  and  without  this  the 
best  dispositions  must  be  ineffectual.  The  resignation  of  both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Somerville  was  duly  tendered  and  accepted  on  the  23rd  instant ; and  we  expect  to 
learn  by  every  post,  when  the  parties  with  whom  we  have  been  in  treaty,  but 
whom,  on  account  merely  of  this  uncertainty,  we  have  not  as  yet  finally  entered, 
as  their  successors,  would  be  able  to  enter  on  the  duties. 

We  shall  earnestly  hope  for  your  approval  of  the  appointments  suggested  in  our 
last  report  of  an  assistant  schoolmaster  and  an  assistant  schoolmistress  for  the 
younger  adults,  and  to  be  otherwise  generally  useful  in  the  conduct  of  the  establish- 
ment under  the  master  and  matron. 

Should  you  sanction  these  new  officers,  we  propose  procuring  fit  parties  from 
the  training  institution  of  the  National  Board  of  Education,  instead  of  advertising 
as  we  first  contemplated. 

We  have  also  to  request  your  instructions  on  the  subject  of  medical  certificates 
in  outlying  cases  of  fever  or  other  severe  sickness,  bringing  the  applicant  for  out- 
door relief  within  section  1 of  the  Act,  the  dispensary  surgeons  declaring  them- 
selves under  no  obligation  to  attend  on  the  requisition  of  the  Board. 

The  certificates  in  question  can  at  the  same  time  be  ill  dispensed  with. 

Our  own  medical  officer  is  most  willing  to  assist  us  to  the  extent  of  his  ability 
and  opportunities ; but  considers  it  impracticable  to  report  fully  on  such  cases 
even  within  his  own  dispensary  district. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  relief  on  the  last  Board  day  showed  a sudden  and 
large  increase,  as  we  anticipated  so  soon  as  the  out-door  allowance  should  be 
extended  to  others  besides  fever  cases. 

There  was  evidence  in  nearly  all  the  cases  of  increasing  destitution. 

The  numbers  approved  of  for  out-door  relief  were  158  ; for  admissions  to  the 
house  (including,  for  the  first  time,  the  father  with  the  family,  were  102 ; to  admit 
whom  we  found  ourselves  enabled  to  discharge  53  of  the  actual  inmates  as 
eligible  to  out-door  relief. 

The  house  at  present  contains  535,  with  few  so  eligible  remaining  in  it ; so  that 
we  may  find  ourselves  -somewhat  at  a loss  on  the  next  Board  day.  We  have 
happily  some  prospect  of  procuring  accommodation  in  the  town  for  one  of  our  two 
schools,  the  female,  which  is  the  side  of  the  house  most  thronged.  Every  way  by 
which  an  addition  to  the  building,  temporary  or  permanent  (but  the  latter  pre- 
ferably on  all  accounts),  can  be  expected  will  have  its  importance. 

For  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied  labourers  of  the  Union,  we  cannot  learn 
that  there  is  any  extra  work  in  contemplation  with  either  farmer  or  proprietor.  As 
our  official  position  may  warrant  parties  in  looking  to  us  for  some  details  of  the  actual 
destitution,  though  the  residents  of  each  locality  cannot  fail  to  be  already  cognizant 
of  its  extent,  we  have  directed  the  relieving  officers  to  furnish  us  with  returns  of 
all  holding  less  than  the  statute  rood  in  the  several  townlands  of  the  Union.  An 
abstract  of  these  returns  we  hope  to  be  in  a condition  to  make  public  by  the  end  of 
the  first  week  in  the  new  year.  By  a statement  of  this  description,  those  who  are 
liable  for  the  support  of  such  destitute  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  be  influenced  to  come 
to  some  general  determination,  which  may  save  the  Union  from  an  alternative 
which  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  cannot  be  too  strongly  deprecated. 


Enclosures. 

Mr.  Thomas  Robinson,  Collector,  to  Mr.  John  Irvine,  Clerk  of  the  Union  : 

December  23,  1847. 

On  Thursday  I met  a deal  of  opposition,  and  rescues  committed.  I thought  to  have 
went  upon  yesterday  to  make  a staiement  of  what  had  passed  the  day  before  to  tine  Guardians, 
but  night  came  on,  and  I was  afraid  to  travel.  Houses  locked  against  me.  I never  had  cause 
to  apprehend  danger  till  now.  The  men  I took  with  me  proved  traitors ; had  they  acted  as  I, 
we  would  have  made  good  the  seizures.  Let  the  Guardians  know  of  this.  I was  down  in  the 
Dromore  division  yesterday  ; got  no  money,  could  make  no  seizures. 

I got  a letter  last  night  from  a ratepayer  of  that  division,  desiring  me  not  to  come  to  that 
locality  without  police.  The  letter  states, — I have  known  the  minds  of  all  that  come  near  me, 
and  they  say,  as  long  as  I do  not  attempt  to  seize,  I may  pass  on.  The  person  that  wrote  the 
letter  has  paid  me  the  rate,  I believe.  I got  no  name  to  the  letter,  but  that  person,  from  what 
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he  said  on  a former  occasion,  I believe  to  be  the  writer.  The  writer  said,  I would  have  told 
you  personally,  only  if  I could  be  brought  to  prove  this,  ] might  leave  the  country.  Nothing 
less  than  the  police  will  do.  A respectable  man  told  me  yesterday,  if  I were  to  bring  the 
police  one  day,  and  read  a townland,  and  charge  the  ratepayers  with  the  expense,  he  thinks  I 
would  have  no  trouble.  I expect  to  hear  from  you  by  to-morrow’s  post,  as  I have  to  be  in 
Pettigoe  to  auction  cattle  seized. 


Mr.  Thomas  Robinson,  Collector  of  Poor  Rates,  to  Mr.  John  Irvine,  Clerk  of  the  Union : — 
December  25,  1847. 

As  Christmas  has  come  on  the  week  at  a close,  I have  exerted  all  in  my  power — making- 
seizures,  getting  little  money,  cattle  yet  under  seizure.  I don’t  wish  to  travel  collecting  to-day, 
and  as  a number  of  respectable  men  who  have  large  sums  to  pay  (some  of  their  cattle  under 
seizure),  my  friends  think  it  advisable  to  stop  in  this  neighbourhood  to-day,  as  they  and  I 
think  they’ll  release  them  to-day ; if  not,  I am  determined  to  sell  on  Monday.  What  I have 
under  seizure  amounts  to  upwards  of  40Z.  The  country  presents  an  awful  appearance.  I have 
exerted  all  in  my  power,  late  and  early,  so  much,  that  many  tell  me  I’ll  rue  it  one  day  or  other. 
Sir,  I believe  it  will  be  out  of  my  power  to  lodge  money  sooner  than  Tuesday,  from  the  way  I 
am  situated;  I hope  to  have  a large  lodgment  to  make  then.  I’ll  be  upon  Monday  evening.  I 
enclose  to  you  the  notice  I got.  If  you  have  anything  particular,  let  me  hear  by  the  boy. 

The  enclosure  has  been  served  by  a person  whose  name  I don’t  know.  Not  knowing  the 
nature  of  the  enclosed  at  the  time  he  handed  it  to  me,  I asked  no  questions,  and  he  walked  fast 
away  before  I had  time  to  read  it. 


The  Enclosure  above  referred  to. 

Mr.  Robinson,  December  20,  1847. 

Sir, — On  yesterday  I had  something  to  fell  you,  but  fearing  that  I should  be  brought  to 
prove  what  I beard,  if  I told  you  personally,  I believed  my  duty  to  let  you  know  by  writing 
the  minds  of  those  who  come  under  my  acquaintance.  I saw  you  yesterday  in  our  neighbour- 
hood, and  from  what  I heard,  they  done  as  they  said,  that  is,  as  long  as  you  do  not  seize,  they'll 
let  you  pass  on;  but  to  prevent  you  from  seizing  cattle,  they  were  locked  up.  As  a friend,  and 
one  who  paid  you  the  rate,  don’t  come  here  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  till  you  have  assistance. 
I heard  you  would  call  on  police.  A respectable  neighbour,  and  one  who  paid  you  the  rate 
also,  he  and  I were  talking  about  you.  He  said,  if  you  were  to  bring  police  one  clay,  and  read 
a townland,  and  charge  them  with  the  expense,  you  would  have  no  further  trouble  for  the  time 
to  come.  If  the  priest,  Mr.  Owens,  has  not  paid  you,  it  is  first  to  commence  with  him.  You 
have  called  on  him.  I understand  he  has  some  aversion,  nor  will  he  pay  until  you  drive ; then 
you  may  expect  opposition. 

I remain  a friend,  and  one  who  will  assist  you  all  in  my  power.  Don’t  come  again,  I 
entreat,  without  police. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  V ice-Guardians  : — December  29,  1847. 

In  reference  to  any  attempt  which  may  be  made  by  intimidation  or  other- 
wise to  prevent  the  collection  of  the  rates,  the  Commissioners  recommend  you  to 
confer  with  the  stipendiary  magistrate  of  the  district,  and  to  apply  for  escort  only 
on  sworn  information  of  its  necessity.  I am  at  the  same  time  to  return  the  anony- 
mous letter  sent  to  the  collector,  Mr.  Robinson,  a copy  of  which  is  annexed  to 
your  report. 

With  respect  to  your  proposal  of  issuing  circulars,  the  Commissioners  request 
that  you  will  not  issue  any  circulars  to  the  ratepayers  without  the  Commissioners 
first  seeing  a copy. 

As  regards  the  necessity  of  medical  certificates  in  the  case  of  applicants  for  out- 
relief,  who,  by  reason  of  sickness,  come  under  section  1 of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Extension  Act,  I am  to  state,  that  if  medical  certificates  of  sickness  be  found  neces- 
sary to  guide  or  check  the  relieving  officers,  in  placing  persons  on  the  relief  lists 
under  the  1st  section  of  the  Act  10  Viet.  c.  31,  it  would  appear  to  be  the  better 
course  for  the  officers  to  call  for  the  certificates  when  the  applications  are  made, 
in  which  case  the  applicants  should  themselves  obtain  them  from  the  dispensary 
surgeons.  In  every  such  case,  however,  you  should  require  the  relieving  officer  to 
satisfy  himself  of  the  facts  by  visiting  the  abodes  of  the  parties. 

In  regard  to  the  appointment  of  an  assistant-schoolmaster,  and  assistant-school- 
mistress, I am  to  refer  you  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  yesterday. 
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Mr.  Morton,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners: — December  31,  1847. 

I am  under  the  necessity  of  addressing  you  the  present  letter  in  much 
haste  to  avoid  losing  the  post,  having  only  now  returned  from  calling  upon  a 
magistrate,  Edward  Atthill,  Esq.,  of  Ardvarney  House,  Kesh,  with  the  collector, 
Thomas  Robinson,  as  arranged  by  my  colleague  and  myself,  if  we  should  not 
earlier  hear  from  you  in  disapproval  of  that  course  which  was  mentioned  in  our 
report  to  you  of  the  27th  instant  as  in  our  opinion  the  best  for  us  to  take  under 
the  circumstances ; and  on  hearing  the  statement  of  the  collector,  who  was  not, 
however,  put  upon  his  oath,  Mr.  Atthill  being  in  fact  already  apprised  of  the 
greater  part  beforehand,  Mr.  Atthill,  at  my  request,  appointed  Wednesday  next, 
the  5th  of  January,  to  go  to  the  townland  of  Glassmullagh,  one  of  the  worst  in 
the  district,  and  meet  the  collector  there,  and  have  some  of  the  police  force  with 
him  to  protect  him  while  collecting  the  rates.  It  was  my  own  purpose  to  be 
present,  as  Mr.  Atthill  has  himself  been  threatened,  and  Mr.  Atthill  saw  no 
objection  to  that  course.  On  my  return  from  this  duty,  I am  but  now  in  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant,  in  which,  with  reference  to  the  above  subject  as 
brought  under  your  _ notice  in  our  last  report,  you  recommend  us  to  confer  with 
the  stipendiary  magistrate  of  the  district,  and  to  apply  for  escort  only  on  sworn 
informations  of  the  necessity.  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Swanlinbar,  is  (I  understand 
from  the  sub-inspector . of  the  force  at  this  place)  the  stipendiary  magistrate  of 
the  county,  but  otherwise  the  district  is  commonly  considered  as  not  having  any 
such  officer. 

May  I beg  your  further  instructions  under  these  circumstances. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  1,  1848. 

_ I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  the  object  in  referring 
to  a stipendiary  magistrate  in  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  was 
to  secure  an  escort  when  required,  and  which  the  local  magistrates  might  not  be 
enabled  to  provide. 

If  Mr.  Atthill  will  obtain  the  necessary  escort  as  expected,  there  is  not  occasion 
for  applying  to  the  stipendiary  magistrate;  but  if  hereafter  escort  should  be 
required  where  Mr.  Atthill  does  not  act,  and  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  stipen- 
diary magistrate,  it  will  be  probably  sufficient  to  forward  the  collector’s  informa- 
tion to  him  in  an  official  letter  applying  for  the  protection  requisite. 


Mr.  Morton,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  3,  1848. 

During  the  absence  on  leave  of  my  colleague,  Mr.  M ‘Manus,  it  falls  to 
me  to  report,  as  you  desire  of  us  weekly,  the  state  of  this  Union,  and  particularly 
as  respects  the  collection  of  the  rates. 

There  was  lodged  on  Tuesday  last,  the  28th  ultimo,  by  the  two  collectors,  a 
sum  of  245/.  only,  instead  of  a much  larger  sum  we  had  been  led  by  their  state- 
ments to  expect.  Of  this  the  proportions  were,  by  Alexander  Robinson.  163/., 
and  by  Thomas  Robinson  82Z.  I am  far  from  satisfied  with  it,  but  have  no  other 
reason  to  qualify  the  opinion  conveyed  of  the  two  men  in  our  late  report.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  time  is  fully  come  for  enforcing  the  collection  by  every 
arm,  and  you  may  rely  on  its  being  done.  Our  determination  in  this  respect 
is  well  known,  and  that  the'  leading  ratepayers  above  all  will  be  the  parties  most 
rigorously  subjected  to  proceedings  in  case  of  default,  a course  it  is  at  least  satis- 
factory to  state,  of  which  I hear  nothing  but  approval  on  all  hands.  In  the 
absence  of  my  colleague  I shall  entirely  apply  myself  to  this  great  duty,  and 
have  a confident  hope  of  being  able,  in  another  week,  to  report  a satisfactery 
progress. 

The  cases  for  this  day  at  Trillick  Petty  Sessions  have  had  unavoidably  to  be 
postponed  in  consequence  of  the  quarter  sessions  now  holding.  The  proceedings 
intended  for  Wednesday  next,  in  Glasmullagh,  but  now  fixed  for  Friday,  after 
swearing  the  informations  in  due  form,  will  make  ample  amends  for  the  delay,  and 
I apprehend  that  by  these  there  will  either  be  an  immediate  stop  put  to  all  further 
intimidation,  or  the  upper  classes  will  find  it  imperative  for  their  own  sakes  to 
stand  forward-  and  crush  at  once,  as  in  this  county  they  are  as  yet  well  able,  a 
spirit  so  incompatible  with  social  order.  But  I entertain  no  doubt  of  the  happier 
result,  and  the  magistrate  who  is  to  be  of  the  escort,  Mr.  Atthill,  agrees  with  me, 
that  the  smaller  the  force  the  better ; we  shall  take,  therefore,  no  more  than  three 
men  with  the  constable  in  command.  My  purpose  is  to  follow  up  this  measure 
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by  a fresh  demand  on  every  ratepayer  in  the  other  refractory  townlands;  and, 
unless  I see  reason  for  it  in  the  interim,  without  the  aid  of  the  police.  Should 
necessity  arise  we  can  take  the  same  or  a larger  force.  The  question  as  to 
whether  the  people  are  to  escape  paying  or  not,  which  I understand  has  actually 
existence  in  the  minds  of  some,  will  be  speedily  brought  to  its  just  issue.  Your 
letter  of  the  1st  instant  relieves  me  of  the  apprehension  that  it  might  be  necessary 
to  apply  to  the  stipendiary  magistrate,  as  a matter  of  form.  We  shall,  I think, 
be  at  all  times  able  to  secure  an  escort  when  required  by  applying:  to  the  local 
magistrates.  J rr  j o 

With  respect  to  the  state  of  the  workhouse,  I regret  to  say  it  is  every  week 
further  removed  from  what  it  ought  to  be,  and  I wait  only  the  reply  of  my 
colleague  to  a letter  which  I had  occasion  to  address  to  him  on  Saturday,  acquaint- 
ing him  with  another  most  eligible  offer,  to  supply  the  only  remedy,  in  the 
appointment  of  a master  able  to  enforce  discipline,  and  who  will  neglect  no  part 
of  the  important  duties  of  his  post.  We  can  then,  and  only  then,  look  for  a return 
to  a normal  state.  The  numbers  in  the  house,  which  since  the  admissions  of  last 
Board-day  have  exceeded  largely  the  limit  of  500,  will  be  reduced  to  that  limit,  or 
to  something  net  far  outside  it,  by  the  immediate  removal  of  50  children  from  the 
girls’  school,  and  the  discharge  upon  out-door  relief,  of  many  to  whom  (though 
eligible  to  such  relief)  it  was  considered  advisable  to  apply  the  test  in  the  first 
instance.  The  actual  numbers  are,  in  the  workhouse,  630,  on  out-door  relief, 
560.  Happily,  the  house  was  never  freer  from  disease  or  sickness  of  any  descrip- 
tion. Besides  the  house  (Graham’s)  alluded  to  in  our  last  minutes,  and  which  will 
hold  50,  a larger  building  freely  bestowed  by  Mr.  D’Arcy,  of  Necarne  Castle,  is 
in  course  of  repair : it  will  accommodate,  if  necessary,  150,  or  more.  The  fever 
hospital  is  still  delayed  by  the  imperfect  convalescence  of  the  builder,  Mr.  Samuel 
Moore,  who  is  only  recovering  from  an  attack  of  fever. 

In  reference  to  the  desired  appointment  of  an  assistant  schoolmaster  and  an 
assistant  schoolmistress,  which  you  decline  to  sanction  for  the  reasons  mentioned 
in  your  letter  of  the  28th  December,  to  which  you  refer  us  in  your  letter  of  the 
29th  December.  I have  to  request  your  attention  to  a resolution  to  be  found  in 
our  last  minutes,  in  which  our  objects  in  recommending  such  appointment  is  stated 
at  some  length,  and  now  recommending  in  its  place  the  appointment  of  an  assistant 
master  and  an  assistant  matron. 

Your  desire  that  no  circular  shall  be  issued  to  the  ratepayers  without  your  first 
seeing  a copy,  as  also  your  instructions  relative  to  the  procuring  of  medical  cer- 
tificates, will  be  strictly  observed. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  1 1,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  proposal  to  appoint  an  assistant  master  and  assistant 
matron  for  the  workhouse  of  Lowtherstown  Union,  I am  to  state  that  the  Com- 
missioners rely  on  your  selection  of  an  efficient  master  and  matron  ; and  if  such 
appointments  be  made,  the  Commissioners  conisder  that  there  will  be  no  necessity 
for  the  proposed  additional  officers  in  a workhouse  of  the  extent  of  that  of  Low- 
therstown; but  the  Commissioners  have  no  hope  of  remedying  the  defects  arising 
from  the  appointment  of  inefficient  parties,  by  creating  supplementary  officers,  and 
must  decline  to  sanction  that  course. 


Mr.  Morton,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners: — January 7,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  6 th  instant,  desiring  to  be  informed  how 
far  cases  falling  under  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act, 
have  come  before  us  as  Vice-Guardians  of  this  Union,  and  of  the  course  we 
have  taken  in  regard  to  such,  and  to  the  surrender  of  the  land,  where  persons 
applying  for  relief  were  at  the  time,  occupying  more  than  a quarter  of  an 
acre,  and  whether  difficulties  have  been  experienced  by  us  in  acting  on  the 
10th  section,  and  how  we  have  usually  dealt  with  such  difficulties ; I beg  to 
state,  that  we  have  hitherto  in  this  Union,  had  no  applications  for  relief  from 
persons  holding  more  than  a quarter  of  a statute  acre ; nor,  so  far  as  we  are 
aware,  have  any  such  been  made  to  our  relieving  officers,  who  had  our  instruc- 
tions from  the  beginning,  to  make  it  generally  known  that  such  persons  could 
not  be  allowed  either  in  or  out-door  relief,  according  to  the  express  terms  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament. 

I write  in  the  absence  on  leave,  of  my  colleague,  but  after  conferring  on  the 
subject  of  your  letter  with  the  clerk. 


Lowtherstown 

Union. 
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Mr.  Morton,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  14,  184  5. 

I shall  confine  myself  for  the  moment,  to  the  collection  of  the  rates,  and 
proceedings  in  Glasmullagh  on  Friday  last,  with  an  escort  of  police  for  that 
object. 

The  general  collection  is  making  progress,  and  though  the  lodgments  of  116/. 
on  the  4th  instant,  and  244/.  on  the  10th,  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  I 
am  yet  enabled,  by  my  frequent  interviews  with  the  collectors,  and  observation 
of  what  passes  in  the  district,  to  assure  you,  both  that  the  men  are  now  doing 
their  best,  and  that  there  need  be  no  apprehension  as  to  their  making  the  levy 
complete, 

On  Friday,  the  7th  instant,  as  arranged  by  Mr.  Atthill,  the  collector,  Thomas 
Robinson,  proceeded  to  Glasmullagh,  a townland  where  he  had  been  peremptorily 
refused  payment,  with  violent  menaces  and  warnings  not  to  return  there  for  rates. 
I was  unable  to  attend,  as,  for  reasons  stated  in  my  last  report,  I could  have  desired, 
and  Robinson  (very  imprudently,  but  as  it  turned  out  without  bad  consequences) 
had  with  him  but  a single  assistant.  The  police,  five  in  number,  and  Mr.  Atthill 
with  them,  were  upon  the  ground  at  the  hour  fixed,  and  within  summons  in  case 
of  need.  On  the  first  demand  made  by  the  collector,  the  rate  was  stoutly  refused ; 
and  the  seizure  which  Robinson  proceeded  to  make  in  consequence,  was  imme- 
diately rescued  by  the  party — upon  this  the  escort  came  up,  and  on  the  complaint  of 
the  collector,  the  rescuer  was  taken  into  custody  and  handcuffed.  This  prompt 
interference,  and  exhibition  of  the  handcuffs  especially,  at  the  outset,  was  decisive 
for  the  rest  of  the  day.  On  payment,  however,  being  at  once  tendered,  and  on  the 
family  urging  the  plea  of  fever,  from  which  the  party  was  barely  recovering,  he 
was  liberated.  On  each  subsequent  demand  of  the  collector’s,  a seizure  had  to  be 
made,  but  there  was  no  further  attempt  at  rescue,  and  payment  was  in  every 
instance  promptly  tendered  in  release.  The  rates  of  both  Glasmullagh  and  the 
adjoining  townland  of  Drumkirk  (equally  refractory),  were  collected  in  full,  nor 
did  there  appear  to  be  any  want  of  means  to  pay,  on  the  contrary,  Mr.  Atthill,  on 
whom  I have  since  waited  to  make  further  arrangements  for  an  escort  to  three 
other  town  lands,  assured  me  that  he  was  not  a little  astonished  at  the  sheafs  of 
notes  produced  by  parties  whom  he  had  supposed  to  be  in  very  different  circum- 
stances. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  day  the  Rev.  Mr.  Owens,  whose  name  is,  I believe, 
already  familiar  to  you  in  connexion  with  these  menaces,  was  also  called  upon,  and 
alter  some  little  hesitation  paid  his  rates  in  full. 

A solitary  cow,  at  the  end  of  the  whole  proceedings,  was  the  only  seizure  that 
had  to  be  impounded  ; and  that  also  was  released  before  six  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
when  the  collector  left  the  place. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  18,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  with  the  successful 
result  of  the  proceedings  taken  to  collect  the  rates  in  Glasmullagh  at  Drumkirk. 
At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  hope  that  the  Vice- Guardians  will  continue 
vigorously  in  the  same  course  of  action,  as  the  Commissioners  cannot  but  regard 
the  sum  collected  since  the  last  rate  was  made,  as  inadequate  to  the  resources  of 
the  Union. 

The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  18,  1848. 

Notwithstanding  our  desire  to  the  contraiy,  we  have  found  it  next  to 
impossible  to  be  punctual  to  the  day  we  had  fixed  for  our  present  report,  such  has 
been  the  increased  demand  for  relief;  and  when  we  were  happily  successful  in  our 
arrangements  to  meet  it,  the  necessity  imposed  upon  us  by  the  incapacity  we  have  so' 
long  had  to  contend  with,  on  the  master’s  part,  of  superintending  personally  every 
step  of  their  execution 

At  the  same  time,  it  was  urgent  that  we  should  communicate  with  you,  as  well 
for^  our  guidance,  as  for  the  sanction  of  your  authority  on  matters  more  than  one 
of  immediate  moment. 

To  these,  as  they  arise  out  of  the  details  we  have  to  lay  before  you,  we  shall  now 
rapidly  proceed. 

The  admissions  to  relief  at  our  late  Board  meeting  (which  extended  from  the 
12th  to  the  15th  instant,  inclusive),  were,  after  the  minute  investigation  due, 
above  all  at  the  present  crisis,  to  each  separate  case,  to  the  house,  233,  and  to  the 
out-door  relief  477,  making  together  710  additional  to  our  previous  numbers. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  Ill 

Besides  these,  there  were  upwards  of  100  who  refused  to  enter  the  house,  and 
others  who  were  rejected  on  the  score  of  having  comfortable  relatives,  or  sufficient 
means  of  their  own  to  support  them.  Eventually,  out  of  the  above  233  admitted, 
87  took  their  departure  before  the  end  of  the  fourth  day,  leaving  146  new  inmates, 
in  addition  to  the  number  of  S2S  before  in  the  bouse',  and  the  detachment  of  60 
of  the  girls’  school  at  Grahams. 

We  were  prepared,  it  should  be  observed,  to  detach  also  60  of  the  boys’  school, 
as  has  since  been  done,  to  another  building,  ( Montgomery's ),  removed  only  by  a 
single  field  from  the  workhouse,  upon  the  country  side,  so  that  out  of  the  number 
abovementioned  of  528  within  the  walls,  there  were  468  only  to  be  taken  into 
account  when  dealing  with  the  fresh  applications  before  us.‘  Add  146  newly 
admitted,  and  who  remained  in  the  house,  together  with  a family  of  six  admitted 
yesterday,  aud  deduct  four  deaths  (of  infants  dying  when  admitted),  and  86  dis- 
charges on  out-relief  and  otherwise,  during  the  four-  Board  days;  and  61  more 
discharges  on  out-relief  (also  from  among  those  admitted  at  previous  Board  meet- 
ings), which  took  place  yesterday,  and  the  result  would  be  469  inmates  within  the 
walls  of  the  workhouse  at  the  present  moment. 

The  two  school  detachments  of  60  each,  make  up,  with  the  above  number,  589 
actually  on  in-door  relief.  The  number  on  the  out -door  list  is  1244. 

We  have  been  the  more  particular  in  the  above  detail  as  we  are  anxious  to 
satisfy  you  of  the  important  fact  that,  notwithstanding  the  late  extraordinary 
number  of  applications  for  relief,  we  have  been  enabled  by  our  arrangements, 
strictly  in  accordance  with  the  1st  section  of  the  Act,  and  with  your  instructions, 
50  far  to  maintain  the  workhouse  test,  without  any  rigour  in  the  proceeding;  and 
that  we  are  still  in  a condition  to  maintain  it  at  to-morrow’s  meeting.  The  house 
being  limited  to  500,  and  having  469  actual  inmates ; it  is,  however,  the  detach- 
ments from  the  schools  that  has  carried  us  over  last  week’s  pressure,  and  we  have 
no  similar  resource  for  the  present  week,  while  the  relieving  officers  give  us  reason 
to  apprehend  that  the  applications  will  be  scarcely  less  inferior  in  number. 

This  brings  us  to  the  further  auxiliary  measures  which  we  have  to  submit  for 
your  approval. 

The  first  of  these  is  to  appropriate  the  house,  late  Anderson's  (bestowed  by  Mr. 
D’Arcy,  free  of  rent,  as  stated  in  a former  report,  but  requiring  repairs  to  the 
amount  of  about  14/.,  which  it  was  intended  to  occupy  with  one  of  the  schools ; 
the  pressure  admitting  of  no  delay,  we  were  reduced  to  substitute  another,  Mont- 
gomery’s, for  this  purpose),  as  a subsidiary  poorhouse,  to  be  placed  under  a com- 
petent female,  engaged  at  the  rate,  say  of  15/.  per  annum  and  rations,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  senior  female  paupers,  and  more  especially  mothers  with 
infant  children,  supplied,  as  in  the  case  of  our  school  detachments,  with  cooked 
rations  from  the  workhouse. 

The  house  in  question  is  in  the  main  street  of  Lowtlierstown,  having  three  floors, 
its  front  well  secured,  with  a considerable  walled  yard  also  secured,  in  the  rear,  and 
behind  this  again  a garden  and  running  stream.  It  will  accommodate  about  T20 
inmates.  We  shall  confidently  hope  for  your  approval  of  this  important  additional 
accommodation.  We  have  the  best  reason  to  believe  that  in  combination  with 
other  partial  measures,  which  you  will  perhaps  also  see  fit  to  authorize,  viz.,  the 
extension  of  out-door  relief  to  orphans,  and  to  widows  with  only  one  child ; others 
have  also  occurred  to  us,  which  however  we  have  not  sufficiently  considered  to  do 
more  than  submit  them  to  your  better  judgment,  namely,  out-door  relief  to  the 
wife  and  children,  provided  the  husband  becomes  an  inmate,  the  husband,  as  it 
commonly  happens,  deserting  his  family,  who  become  inmates  on  swearing  informa- 
tions, while  he  is  not  to  be  got  at;  and  again,  out-door  relief  to  all  who  have  been 
inmates  for  more  than  six  months  (there  may  be  so  many  as  70  of  this  latter  class). 
With  such  additional  measures  we  have  the  best  hope  at  the  present  advanced  state 
of  the  season,  that  the  appropriating  (late)  Anderson’s  house,  as  we  have  sug- 
gested, will  enable  us  in  this  Union  to  escape  having  recourse  to  the  2nd  section 
of  the  Act,  in  its  full  extent  of  general  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied. 

In  our  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  we  reported  the  fever  hospital  to  be  ready  for 
the  inspection  of  your  architect.  There  is  reason  to  press  its  being  placed  at  our 
disposal  as  soon  as  possible.  We  had  last  week  the  sudden  appearance  of  some 
had  cases  of  typhus  fever,  chiefly  among  the  newly  admitted  ; aud  at  the  same  time 
of  dysentery  (ascribed  by  the  medical  officer  to  the  weather  and  taking  cold  through 
the  bare  feet),  among  the  inmates  in  general,  crowding  the  infirmary  at  one  and 
the  same  time,  so  as  to  expose  the  other  patients  to  closer  neighbourhood  with  the 
fever  cases  (11  in.  number)  than  the  medical  officer  considered  to  he  prudent,  and 
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though  there  has  been  no  loss  of  life  as  yet  from  this  cause,  and  6 out  of  the  1 1 fever 
cases  are  now  convalescent,  we  feel  it  a duty  (as  we  are  again  about  admitting 
fresh  applicants,  some  of  them  doubtless  as  liable  to  the  attack  as  those  of  last 
week)  to  lay  this  state  of  things  distinctly  before  you.  With  the  fever  hospital  in 
our  hands,  the  inmates  would  be  comparatively  secure. 

Another  subject  also  presses  for  your  directions:  Mr.  William  Anderson,  the 
relieving  officer  of  Lowtherstown,  Trillick,  and  Moorfield  divisions,  has  repre- 
sented to  us  that  he  finds  the  duty  of  so  large  and  populous  a district  too  much  for 
him.  We  had  observed  this  ourselves,  and  had  he  not  made  such  a representation, 
it  would  have  been  equally  our  duty  to  bring  it  under  your  notice.  We  would 
surest  that  Lowtherstown  division  alone  be  left  to  him,  reducing  his  salary  for 
the  time  being  so  long  as  the  pressure  continues  by  10/.,  and  appointing  (under 
the  name  of  assistant)  another  officer,  at  a salary  of  I Os.  a week,  for  the  two  other 
divisions.  We  are  at  the  same  time  of  opinion,  that  though  nominally  an  assistant, 
this  new  officer  should  act  independently  of  Mr.  Anderson,  whose  attention  ought 
to  be  confined  to  Lowtherstown  division  alone,  and  should  be  in  direct  communi- 
cation with  the  Board.  The  sooner  this  arrangement  (should  it  meet  with  your 
approval)  can  be  perfected  the  better,  as  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  during  the 
past  week  at  the  least,  great  suffering  from  cold  and  privation  in  Mr.  Anderson’s 
district,  has  been  sustained  by  very  many  of  those  on  out-door  relief,  waiting  over 
the  appointed  day,  and  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  without  obtaining 
their  allowance. 

We  may  mention  in  our  present  report,  for  your  consideration,  that  an  oppor- 
tunity now  offers,  of  rare  occurrence,  to  hire  a piece  of  ground  adjoining  the  work- 
house  of  8£  acres  plantation  measure,  at  a reasonable  rate,  and  the  ground  in 
excellent  heart  (two  guineas  per  acre).  It  is  the  farm  to  which  Montgomery’s 
house  (which  we  have  taken,  as  before  mentioned,  for  the  boys’  school)  belongs. 
Montgomery  has  a lease  of  it  from  Mr.  D’Arcy,  of  years  (just  expired),  and  one 
life  (in  America),  so  that  Mr.  D’Arcy,  with  whom  vve  have  not  yet  spoken  on  the 
subject,  would  have  to  be  a party  to  the  transaction.  We  are  not  aware  of  what 
Mr.  D’Arcy’s  intentions  might  be  with  regard  to  it,  but  he  has  hitherto  shown  the 
best  disposition  to  second  our  efforts  in  the  cause  of  the  Union.  We  conferred 
with  him  some  weeks  since  as  to  ground  for  a grave-yard,  which  is  absolutely 
indispensable,  but  which  he  then  stated  would  be  difficult  to  procure. 

With  respect  to  the  condition  of  the  workhouse  and  its  management,  it  is 
unnecessary  for  us  to  enter  into  particulars,  which  would  be  but  to  repeat  the 
complaints,  and  no  less  emphatically  than  heretofore,  of  irregularity  and  absence 
of  all  discipline  so  painfully  described  in  our  past  reports. 

It  has  required  nothing  less  than  our  repeated  daily  and  almost  hourly  inspec- 
tion, remonstrances  and  personal  directions,  to  enforce,  and  that  but  indifferently, 
attention  to  meal  hours  and  cleanliness,  to  maintain  a semblance  of  order,  and 
arrest  the  unruliness  of  all  classes  of  the  paupers. 

Nine  of  the  male  paupers  were  brought  before  the  Lowtherstown  bench  of 
magistrates,  on  Friday  last,  the  14th  instant,  and  committed  for  a month  to 
Enniskillen  gaol,  under  58th  section  of  the  1 and  2 Vic.  c.  56.  There  has  been 
more  decency  of  conduct  since  that  wholesome  lesson.  Meantime,  a large  number 
of  the  female  paupers  have  been  kept  employed  at  the  needle,  and  the  men  have 
been  constantly  worked  in  gangs  out  of  doors.  Happily  by  the  kind  co-operation 
of  the  Cavan  Vice-Guardians,  our  new  master  and  matron,  Serjeant  Dodd  and  his 
wife,  have  been  arrived  in  Cavan  since  Wednesday  last,  having  daily  lessons  of 
management,  at  the  Cavan  workhouse  : they  are  to  be  here  in  a day  or  two,  and 
there  is  hope  at  last  that  we  shall  have  the  house  in  an  efficient  state,  and  in  pro- 
per order  under  their  discipline.  Serjeant  Dodd  bears  the  character  from  his 
officers,  of  having  been  remarkable  for  the  good  order  and  excellent  discipline  of 
his  men. 

The  industrial  training  of  orphan  lads,  under  the  master  tailor  and  shoemaker 
is  proceeding  satisfactorily,  and  both  clothing  and  shoes  are  in  use  at  present  which 
have  been  made,  and  well  made,  by  these  boys,  without  the  master’s  touching  the 
work.  In  the  girls’  school  detached  at  Graham’s,  the  shifts  and.  petticoats  of  the 
children  are  also  now  being  made  up  by  the  children  themselves  under  Mrs.  Kane, 
who  manages  that  detachment. 

We  have  to  report  to  you  in  conclusion,  as  to  the  collection  of  the  rates.  As 
respects  the  ratepayers,  it  has  been  brought  round  to  a decidedly  healthy  and 
promising  aspect ; but  the  week’s  lodgment  made  yesterday  by  the  collectors  of 
239/.,  it  is  to  be  admitted,  does  not  afford  the  most  marked  evidence  of  this. 
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They  are  warned  that,  defend  it  as  they  may,  and  let  them  be  as  confident  as 
they  profess,  (and  as  we  believe  them  really  to  be,)  of  their  ability  to  complete 
the  levy  by  the  13th  March,  a continuance  of  this  remissness  will  not  be  endured 
on  our  parts.  W e have  had  a very  full  interview  and  explanation  with  them  since 
the  above  lodgment  was  ascertained.  There  was  a difference  of  temper  on  the 
occasion  exhibited  by  the  two  brothers,  which,  looking  at  the  character  of  their 
respective  districts,  was  happy  enough.  There  is  little  risk  of  serious  default  (nor 
we  believe,  was  there  ever  any  worth  dwelling  on)  in  Alexander  Robinson’s  district, 
comprising  Lowtherstown,  Castle  Archdall,  Trillick,  and  Moorfield  divisions* 
the  recusants  were  for  the  most  part  of  the  other  divisions  falliuo-  to  Thomas 
Robinson,  and  in  these  if  at  all,  was  difficulty  to  be  apprehended.  We  had  them 
before  us  separately,  and  it  was  satisfactory  to  learn  from  Thomas  Robinson,  that 
he  had  received  rate  from  several  now  coming  forward  of  their  own  accord,  out  of 
Gortnagullion,  Carrickhouter,  and  Drumskinny,  the  three  townlands  to  which  we 
had  arranged  with  Mr.  Atthill  the  magistrate,  to  have  an  escort  of  police,  upon 
that  gentleman’s  return  from  Dublin,  but  which  the  collector  has  since  determined 
to  enter  and  enforce  the  rate  with  five  assistants  of  his  own.  He  stated  that  from 
this  out,  he  should  proceed  regularly  forward  from  one  townland  to  another, 
through  the  entire  district,  with  the  same  body  of  assistants.  His  number  hereto- 
fore was  three,  and  this  number  he  was  to  have  had  with  him  in  Glasmullagh,  on 
the  late  occasion,  but  two  of  them  disappointed  him.  This  collector  appeared 
much  impressed  by  our  observations,  and  promised  warmly  that  he  would  make 
good,  weekly,  more  than  the  average  which  would  complete  his  levy  within  the 
time.  He  left,  saying  we  should  hear  of  him,  and  next  day  brought  us  accordingly 
an  account  of  his  visit  to  a gentleman  on  whom  he  had  urged  his  vio-orous  enforce- 
ment of  the  rate  ; the  party  was  absent,  but  he  waited  only  his  return  to  make  the 
seizure,  as  directed.  This  collector  holds  also  cheques  from  certain  of  the  leading 
ratepayers,  which  have  been  given  to  escape  the  severe  remedy,  but  will  not  be  paid 
at  the  bank  till  some  days  are  past. 

Alexander  Robinson,  on  the  other  hand,  met  our  remonstrances  with  a degree 
of  embarrassment,  and  almost  resentfulness,  conveyed,  however,  only  by  a pro- 
tracted silence  on  his  part.  “ He  had  been  confined  to  his  house  by  illness  for  two 
“ days  of  the  past  week,  he  had  done  his  utmost,  there  was  no  fear  of  the  rate, 
“ except  where  the  lands  were  waste ; the  people  he  had  summoned  to  Trillick 
“ petty  sessions,  wanted  to  compromise  by  now  paying  rate  and  costs,  if  we  would 
“ let  him,  which  would  leave  the  case  of  Sheerar  only  (a  rescuer  who  had  violently 
“ threatened  so  as  to  put  him  in  fear,  and  whom  he  determined  to  make  an  ex- 
“ ample  of),  to  be  proceeded  with.  He  had  promises  from  all  the  weighty  ratepayers, 
“ which  were  as  good  as  the  cash,  and  by  the  3rd  of  February,  almost  the  entire 
“ of  Lowtherstown  division  would  have  paid.  He  would  not  say  how  much  he 
" would  get  in  this  next  week,  but  it  should  not  be  under  300£,  and  then  he  in- 
“ tended  to  go  straight  on  through  the  district.”  This  temper  would  not  do  in 
Thomas  Robinson’s  district ; however,  he  is  warned  to  expect  that  instead  of  further, 
remonstrances  from  us  for  the  time  to  come,  our  future  course  will  be,  if  necessary, 
to  appeal  at  once  for  your  direct  interposition. 

We  had  nearly  omitted  to  mention,  and  it  is- with  much  pleasure  we  now  add 
it,  that  the  ratepayers  throughout  the  entire  of  one  of  our  relief  districts  have 
engaged  to  employ  for  the  future  all  the  able-bodied  applicants  for  relief  charge- 
able to  them,  and  Mr.  Henry  D’Arcy  has  for  himself  and  his  father  made  a similar 
engagement  as  respects  Lowtherstown. 

We  have  also  to  add  that  in  our  anxiety  to  relieve  ourselves  of  the  very  unfavour- 
able bread  contract  we  have  been  hitherto  bound  by,  we  have  anticipated  your 
authority  in  causing  an  oven,  already  the  property  of  the  Union,  to  be  fixed  in  a 
suitable  position  in  the  workhouse,  and  which  we  hope  will  be  approved  of  by 
your  architect.  The  saving  which  will  be  immediately  effected  by  this  means  will 
be  very-considerable. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  25, 1848. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  approval  of  your  taking  Anderson’s 
house  for  additional  workhouse  accommodation  ; and  the  Commissioners  will  issue 
an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  orphans,  and  widows  with  one  child. 

The  Commissioners  have  communicated  with  their  architect  respecting  the 
inspection  of  the  fever  hospital,  and  he  states  that  he  will  have  it  inspected  this 
week. 

In  regard  to  your  proposal  to  appoint  an  assistant  to  the  relieving  officer  for 
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Lowtherstown 

Union. 
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Lowtherstown  the  divisions  of  Lowtherstown,  Trillick,  and  Moorfield,  the  Commissioners  recom- 

Union-  mend,  under  the  circumstances,  that  a separate  relieving  officer  should  be  appointed 

rather  than  an  assistant.  ... 

With  respect  to  the  proposal  to  hire  an  additional  piece  of  ground,  the  Commis- 
sioners desire  to  point  out  that  the  quantity  to  be  held  with  the  workhouse  must 
not,  under  section  35  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  exceed  12  statute  acres,  inde- 
pendently of  three  acres  that  may  be  held  under  section  20  of  the  Extension  Act, 
for  cemetery  or  other  purposes. 

Regarding  the  collection  of  the  rate  the  Commissioners  request  a special  report 
of  the  present  week’s  progress  ; the  Commissioners  regard  the  slow  progress  of  the 
collection  with  much  dissatisfaction,  and  they  are  unable  to  understand  why  a 
larger  sum  has  not  been  yet  collected. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  25,  1848. 

In  our  last  report  we  entered'  so  fully  into  all  matters  requiring  to  be 
brought  under  your  notice  in  connexion  with  this  Union,  that  it  will  be  sufficient 
for  the  present  to  confine  ourselves  to  one  or  two  leading  particulars  arising  out 
of  the  week  since  expired. 

The  amount  of  rate  collected  during  the  week  ending  the  22nd  instant,  was 
239?.,  a sum  far  short  of  what  the  promises  of  the  collectors,  as  mentioned  in  our 
last,  had  authorized  us  to  count  upon  ; our  clerk  is  consequently  now  instructed  to 
notice  them  of  our  purpose  to  apply  to  you  for  an  order  specially  addressed  to 
them,  and  that  we  shall  thereafter  have  recourse  to  the  102nd  section  of  1 and 
2 Viet.  c.  56,  and  put  it  strictly  in  force  against  them  should  their  next  weekly 
lodgment  be  under  500?. 

Although  from  the  circumstances  of  the  district,  and  the  statements  to  us  of 
many  well  acquainted  with  it,  and  to  be  relied  on,  we  feel  no  apprehensions  on 
the  subject,  but  are  on  the  contrary  well  persuaded  that  the  levy  will  be  made 
within  the  time  limited  ; we  are  yet  of  opinion  that  the  collectors  have  shown  a 
very  culpable  remissness  since  our  repeated  injunctions  to  them  to  proceed 
with  greater  expedition  ; injunctions  which  they  have  paid  very  little  regard  or 
respect  to,  and  as  little  to  their  own  assurances  given  us  from  time  to  time  to  the 
contrary. 

There  is  no  general  opposition  to  the  payment  of  poor  rate  in  this  Union ; 
neither  for  the  most  part  are  the  rate-payers  of  a class  to  be  very  seriously  incon- 
venienced by  its  immediate  demand,  though  complaining  of  its  unusual  amount. 
In  Boe  Island,  where  the  collector’ Thomas  Robinson  spoke  when  we  last  saw 
him  of  the  possible  occasion  for  an  escort  of  police,  he  was  encouraged  by  some 
of  the  ratepayers  themselves  to  proceed  at  once  without  such  escort,  engaging  that 
they  would  find  him  good  men  to  go  with  him  ; an  engagement  we  understand 
which  they  have  made  good,  and  he  passed  through  the  island  accordingly  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty  unmolested. 

The  newly  engaged  master  and  matron,  Serjeant  Dodd  and  his  wife,  arrived 
here  from  England,  after  passing  eight  days  in  Cavan,  in  daily  attendance  at  the 
workhouse  there,  on  Thursday  last,  the  20th  instant.  They  had,  it  appeared,  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  they  intended  should  reside  with  them  in  the  workhouse, 
and  had  now  brought  with  them  four  out  of  the  six,  having  heard  of  no  regula- 
tion to  the  contrary.  On  learning  from  us  that  such  residence  of  the  children 
with  them  could  not  be  permitted,  they  declined  to  enter  upon  the  duties, 
assuring  us  that  had  they  been  aware  of  the  regulation  in  question,  they  would 
never  have  come  over.  According  to  the  accounts  which  he  laid  before  us,  we 
found  that  Serjeant  Dodd’s  expenses  had  been  very  heavy,  about  13?.,  and  as  he 
would  otherwise  have  been  subjected  to  further  loss  by  waiting  here  for  money 
to  take  his  departure  home,  we  felt  warranted  under  the  circumstances  in 
making  him  an  advance  of  6?.,  solely  however  as  a loan,  and  on  his  giving  a 
written  engagement  to  repay  it,  should  you  not  approve  of  such  compensation 
being  allowed  him,  which  on  our  own  part  we  venture  to  recommend  as  not 
unreasonable. 

We  have  to  request  the  favour  of  your  directions  in  reference  to  this  subject, 
for  further  particulars  of  which  we  beg  to  refer  you  to  our  minutes  of  the  last 
Board  meeting  (19th,  20th,  21st,  and  22nd  instant). 

In  consequence  of  the  above  disappointment,  our  clerk,  Mr.  Irvine,  is  now, 
agreeably  to  a resolution  at  our  previous  Board  meeting,  acting  as  master  ad  interim< 
with  authority  from  us  to  assist  himself  for  the  purpose  with  the  services  of  two 
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respectable  individuals  approved  by  us,  and  to  act  entirely  under  his  directions  for 
the  time  being,  until  we  can  procure  other  efficient  parties,  but  without  any 
increase  of  expense  to  the  Union.  We  shall  at  once  communicate  again  with 
Serjeant  Maguire,  whose  name  we  mentioned  in  a former  report,  and  the  very 
high  testimonials  he  could  produce.  He  was  to  obtain  his  furlough  early  in 
February. 

The  arrangement  for  the  time  being  of  Mr.  Irvine  directing  the  entire  manage- 
ment answers  well  so  far,  and  there  is  already  since  Saturday  a marked  improve- 
ment in  every  department.  The  workhouse  books,  so  long  in  arrear,  will  now  have 
their  entries  duly  completed,  and  we  shall  be  furnished  immediately  with  the 
result,  the  absence  of  which  on  our  minutes  from  week  to  week  lias  marked  the 
entire  period  of  Mr.  Somerville’s  tenure  of  office. 

With  respect  to  the  numbers  in  the  house  it  is  needless  to  enter  into  detail ; 
our  arrangements,  we  are  happy  to  state,  with  the  discharge  on  out-door  relief  of 
all  found  eligible  under  the  first  section  of  the  Act,  have  again  placed  us  in  a 
position  to  maintain  the  test,  and  admit  freely  (with  the  prospect  before  us  of  your 
approving  of  the  house  mentioned  in  our  bust  report,  as  an  out-door  accommodation 
to  the  paupers  generally)  such  applicants  as  may  be  approved  of  at  the  coming 
Board  meeting. 

With  respect  to  the  health  of  the  inmates,  fever  is,  we  regret  to  say,  rapidly  on 
the  increase,  and  the  infirmary  is  barely  equal  to  receive  the  number  of  patients  of 
this  description  alone.  Our  medical  officer  expresses  great  anxiety  for  the  imme- 
diate use  of  the  new  fever  hospital,  and  requests  that  we  should  write  to  you  most 
urgently  upon  this  subject.  The  promised  arrival  of  your  architect  to  inspect  the 
building,  and  place  it  in  our  hands,  cannot  be  too  soon.  The  great  increase  in  the 
number  of  fever  patients,  at  present  upwards  of  thirty,  from  only  six  but  a week 
since,  is  obviously  to  be  ascribed  to  the  influx  and  efflux  of  the  late  numbers  of  new 
applicants  for  relief,  and  the  deficiency  of  clothing  which  confines  them  for  several 
days  together,  and  in  too  crowded  a state,  in  the  probationary  wards.  We  cannot 
but  think,  also,  that  the  utter  want  of  shores  (sewers),  and  of  an  adequate  drainage 
of  the  cesspools,  which  we  have  remarked  on  in  former  reports,  and  in  our  minutes, 
is  a circumstance  which  greatly  contributes,  and  from  which,  when  the  frost  breaks 
up,  still  greater  mischief  may  be  apprehended.  Chloride  of  lime  is  constantly  in 
use  in  the  probationary  wards,  no  less  than  in  the  infirmary,  and  the  whitewashing 
of  the  building  throughout  is  in  progress  and  nearly  completed. 

Dysentery  also  has  become  extensively  prevalent  among  the  inmates  in  general ; 
and  we  have  in  consequence,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  medical  officer,  suspended 
the  soup  dietary  for  the  present,  confining  it  to  Sundays. 

We  are  happy  in  being  able  to  add  to  our  report  on  the  same  subject  last  week, 
that  throughout  the  Union  the  rate-payers  are  beginning  to  be  alive  to  the 
necessity  of  affording  employment  to  prevent  the  able-bodied  and  their  families 
falling  on  the  rates  for  support.  There  is  a very  improved  spirit  in  this  respect 
shown  by  those  on  whom  the  burden  of  the  rates  chiefly  falls;  and  we  confidently 
look  forward  to  this  change  having  a most  beneficial  effect  on  the  future  manage- 
ment of  this  Union. 

By  the  same  post  with  our  present  report  you  will  receive  our  observations  on 
the  objections  of  Mr.  William  Archdall,  of  which  you  favoured  us  with  an  extract 
in  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant. 

Our  oven  and  bakery  are  all  but  complete,  for  the  making  henceforward  of  our 
own  bread.  This  will  greatly  reduce  the  present  expenditure  on  this  Bead,  which 
has  been  unavoidably  much  greater  than  we  could  wish  from  the  very  unfavourable 
contract  entered  into  by  the  late  Board,  and  from  which  we  could  only  withdraw 
by  having  our  oven  fixed  and  in  operation. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  3,  1848. 

In  respect  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  collection  of  the  rate,  and  the 
notice  given  by  you  to  the  collectors,  stating  your  intention  to  apply  to  the 
Commissioners  for  an  order  to  proceed  against  them,  I am  directed  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  inform  you  that  the  issue  of  a sealed  order  to  an  officer  requiring 


him  to  do  some  specific  act,  which  is  part  of  his  ordinary  duty,  is  a course  never 
taken  by  the  Commissioners.  Each  paid  officer  is  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  the  Guardians ; and  if  he  disobeys  a legal  and  reasonable  order  of  the  Guardians 
he  is  liable  to  a penalty  under  the  100th  section  of  the  Act  1 and  2 Viet.  c.  56. 

F Q 2 
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The  Commissioners  trust  that  the  hitherto  unsatisfactory  progress  made  in  the 
collection,  will  shortly  result  in  a return  of  greater  proceeds  from  the  large  out- 
standing rates. 

As  regards  the  engagement  of  Serjeant  Dodd  and  his  wife  as  master  and 
matron  of  the  workhouse,  and  the  advance  made  to  them  by  you  under  the  cir- 
cumstances stated  in  your  report,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that 
they  regret  that  Serjeant  Dodd  should  have  been  put  to  so  serious  an  expense  as 
that  incurred  by  him  through  the  misunderstanding  alluded  to,  which  does  not 
appear  to  be  referable  to  any  default  on  his  part.  The  Commissioners  cannot, 
however,  give  their  approval  to  any  part  of  the  expenses  thus  incurred  being 
charged  upon  the  poor-rates. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  10,  1848. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  in  which  you  desire 
to  be  informed,  by  return  of  post,  as  to  the  progress  made  since  our  last  report 
(dated  25th  ultimo)  in  the  collection  of  the  rates  during  the  two  weeks  from  the 
22nd  ultimo  up  to  the  5th  instant. 

For  the  week  ending  the  29th  ultimo  the  lodgment  (made  on  the  1st  instant) 
was  479/. 

For  the  week  ending  the  5th  instant  the  lodgment  (made  on  the  9th)  was 
393/.  5s. 

Of  the  former  lodgments  the  parts  contributed  by  the  collectors  were, — 


By  Alexander  Robinson 
By  Thomas  Robinson  . 

Of  the  latter, — 


£.  s.  cl. 
200  0 0 
279  0 0 


By  Alexander  Robinson 
By  Thomas  Robinson  . 


219  0 0 
174  5 0 


_ The  balances  remaining  uncollected  in  the  two  districts  are  now  as  follows, 
viz. : — 


£.  s.  d. 

In  Alexander  Robinson’s  district  . . 1970  7 4 

In  Thomas  Robinson’s  district  . . 1 L 49  12  8£ 


Total  uncollected  . £3120  0 


As  the  post  leaves  at  2 o’clock  we  defer  to  to-morrow  the  detail  we  could  wish 
to  have  accompanied  the  above  statement  of  our  measures,  in  reference  to  the 
collection  since  the  25th  ultimo,  and  of  the  prospect  it  now  presents.  It  will 
appear  from  them  that  this  most  important  matter  has  had  our  unremitting 
attention.  The  collectors  are  at  present,  under  our  direct  orders,  to  lodge  for  the 
next  three  weeks  the  one  500/.,  and  the  other  300/.  weekly.  Their  term  for 
completing  the  collection  expires  on  the  13th  proximo;  and  besides  the  penalties 
which  we  are  now  in  a condition  to  enforce,  should  they  fail  to  comply  with  the 
above  orders  (admitted  by  each  collector  to  be  reasonable),  they  are  distinctly 
apprised  that  their  securities  will  be  proceeded  against,  and  their  poundage 
applied  for  costs,  should  any  but  reasonable  arrears  be  found  remaining  on  the 
13th  proximo. 


The  Clerk  of  the  Union  to  the  Commissioners: — February  11,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  desiring  to  be  informed  what 
steps  the  Vice-Guardians  are  taking  to  obtain  a master  for  the  workhouse,  and 
whether  the  schoolmaster  has  yet  resigned. 

, Having  laid  same  before  the  Board,  I am  directed  to  inform  you  that  with  the 
view  to  obtain  a master  they  proceeded  to  Cavan  on  the  8th  instant,  to  be  present 
at  the  election  of  a master  for  that  Union. 

And  finding  among  the  candidates  that  Mr.  Bullock,  the  present  assistant- 
master  of  Lurgan  workhouse  was  very  highly  recommended,  they  have  written  to 
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offer  him  the  situation.  In  the  event  of  Mr.  Bullock’s  declining,  the  Vice- 
Guardians  desire  me  to  say,  that  they  have  already  been  in  communication  with 
Sergeant  J okn  Henervick,  late  of  the  6th  foot,  who  applied  a few  days  previously, 
and  whom  in  that  case  they  propose  to  engage  on  trial. 

The  schoolmaster  was  discharged  on  the  31st  ultimo,  when  he  left  the  work- 
house. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  12,  1848. 

In  our  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  to  avoid  losing  the  post,  we  confined  our- 
selves to  a bare  statement  of  the  amounts  of  rate  collected  during  the  weeks  ending 
the  29th  ultimo  and  5th  instant,  deferring  to  a further  communication  the  fuller 
detail  which  should  otherwise  have  accompanied  such  statement. 

The  progress  of  the  collection  from  the  beginning,  as  ascertained  from  the  lodg- 
ments with  the  treasurer,  is  best  exhibited  by  taking  it  as  below,  in  fortnightly 
periods. 

f.  s.  d. 


For  the  fortnight  ending  October  16th  the  collection  was 

60 

17 

5 

For  the  fortnight  ending  October  30th  . 

106 

0 

0 

For  the  fortnight  ending  November  13th 

151 

5 

0 

For  the  fortnight  ending  November  27th 

206 

0 

0 

For  the  fortnight  ending  December  11th 

340 

0 

0 

For  the  fortnight  ending  December  25th 

327 

10 

0 

For  the  fortnight  ending  January  8th  . 

360 

0 

0 

For  the  fortnight  ending  January  22nd  . 

453 

0 

0 

For  the  fortnight  ending  February  5th  . 

872 

5 

0 

Annexed  to  our  present  report  will  be  found  a statement  of  the  collection  for 
each  week,  with  a comparative  view  of  the  same  as  reported  on  the  minutes.  It 
will  thus  appear  that  the  minutes  taken  alone  convey  but  an  imperfect  idea  of  the 
actual  progress ; and  this  merely  from  the  rule  of  not  entering  upon  them  any 
lodgment  made  later  than  the  Monday  previous — a lodgment  made,  for  instance, 
upon  the  Tuesday,  or  upon  the  Board-day,  Wednesday,  itself,  though  the  collec- 
tion belongs  equally  to  the  week  ended  the  Saturday  previous,  and  the  treasurer’s 
receipt  perhaps  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk. 

The  improvement  for  the  last  two  weeks,  though  sufficiently  marked  (the 
collection  for  each  being  about  double  its  previous  amount),  is  yet  far  from  having 
satisfied  us,  as  it  is  also  short  (and  in  the  latter  of  the  two  weeks  short  by  one-half) 
of  what  had  been  expressly  promised  us  by  the  collectors.  We  have  reason  to 
believe,  notwithstanding,  that  for  these  two  weeks  each  collector  has  made  unusual 
efforts.  We  had  just  announced  to  them  our  purpose  of  procuring  a sealed  order; 
and  100/.  and  upwards  was  collected  in  the  space  of  a few  hours  after  that 
announcement  by  Alexander  Robinson,  the  less  tractable  of  the  two.  The  actual 
lodgment  for  that  week,  479/.,  proved  little  short  of  our  requisition  of  500/. ; and 
at  our  subsequent  interview  with  both,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  they  gave  us  readily  the 
further  assurance,  that  for  the  three  weeks  next  ensuing  500/.  per  week,  at  the 
least,  should  be  lodged  by  the  one,  and  300/.  by  the  other  : the  first  of  these  three 
weeks  has,  however,  produced  393/.  only,  instead  of  the  promised  800/.  We  have 
considered  it  accordingly  advisable  to  act  upon  the  instructions  conveyed  in  your 
letter  of  the  3rd  instant,  referring  us  to  the  100th  section  of  the  Act  1 and  2 Vic., 
c.  56  ; and  to  ensure  certainty  in  the  proceeding,  should  there  be  occasion  to  carry 
it  so  far,  we  have  thought  it  expedient  to  secure  beforehand,  in  the  presence  of  our 
clerk,  the  collectors’  admission  that  our  order  to  the  one  to  collect  and  lodge  at  the 
least  500/.,  and  to  the  other  at  least  300/.,  for  the  current  week,  is,  in  fact,  (as  the 
Act  requires  it  should  be  found  to  be,)  reasonable.  The  matter  to  be  decided  by 
the  bench  is  thus  narrowed  to  a simple  question  of  fact,  viz.,  the  actual  amount  of 
the  lodgment.  There  was  happily  with  these  collectors  men  of  equal  spirit  and 
good  sense ; no  occasion  to  leave  our  object  unexplained,  but  rather  the  contrary : 
nor  have  we  much  apprehension  that  we  shall  be  compelled  to  use  this  free  admis- 
sion on  their  parts  against  either  of  them.  It  will  be  a memento  to  them,  simply, 
not  to  relax  their  promised  efforts.  A copy  of  this  order  accompanies  our  present 
report. 

The  slow  progress  of  the  collection  up  to  the  25th  ultimo  (the  date  of  your 
letter,  in  which  you  animadvert  upon  it  as  requiring  explanation),  is  attributable  to 
several  causes  very  sensibly  influencing  it,  and  which  we  proceed  to  mention.  In 
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the  first  place,  on  the  collectors’  part,  there  has  been  a fixed  plan  from  the  com- 
mencement (and  at  the  first  not  injudicious,  but  to  which  they  have  adhered  long 
sinee  it  should  have  given  place  to  a general  enforcement  ot  the  rate),  ol  levying 
the  rate  in  the  first  instance  from  the  least  able  while  they  had  the  means,  and  from 
the  least  willing,  before  they  should  make  head  against  it.  _ They  were  reluctant, 
also,  as  respects  the  larger  rate-payers,  to  insist  upon  their  remedies  before  the 
3rd  instant,  when  the  half-yearly  gales  of  rent  are  for  the  most  part  payable,  and 
both  landlord  and  tenant  find  the  demand  less  inconvenient.  That  in  some  cases 
such  an  indulgence  was  only  reasonable,  and  even  more  or  less  so  in  all,  may  be 
conceded.  Policy,  keeping  in  view  the  future , would  also  suggest  the  expediency 
of  consulting  within  due  bounds  the  convenience  of  the  rate-payers.  But  when  out 
of  five  months,  within  which  the  collection  was  to  be  completed,  five  weeks  only 
remained,  and  half  the  rate  still  to  be  got  in,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  indulgence 
has  been  carried  too  far,  and  the  rate-payers’  convenience  consulted  beyond  what 
the  most -considerate,  having  regard  to  the  duties  undertaken,  could  approve. 

While-  we  think,  however,  that  the  collectors  have  shown  either  a want  of 
judgment,  or  of  due  diligence  on  their  parts,  and  that  they  might  have  been  more 
expeditious,  had  they  been  so  pleased,  in  the  next  place,  and  a very  material  cause 
of  the  slow  progress  of  the  collection  has  been  the  untoward  disaffection  of  the 
rate-payers  throughout  the  Union,  on  account  both  of  the  unusual  amount,  and  the 
dissolution  of  the  late  Board. 

These  feelings,  we  are  happy  to  say,  are  at  length  dissipating,  and  a better  and 
more  just  view  of  the  exigencies  of  the  Union  and  of  the  position  of  the  present 
paid  officers,  is  everywhere  taking  their  place,  unless,  indeed,  we  are  to  except  the 
division  of  Lowtherstown,  where  alone,  notwithstanding  the  influence  of  its  largest 
proprietor  exerted  to  suppress  them,  any  serious  evidence  ol  such  feelings  can  at 
the  present  moment  be  said  to  remain.  In  other  parts  of  the  Union,  and  those  not 
a month  since  the  least  promising,  we  have  now,  from  week  to  week,  fresh  instances 
of  a friendly  and  willing  co-operation. 

A further  impediment  to  the  collection  which  was  experienced  to  a remarkable 
degree  at  its  outset,  and  which,  but  for  Mr.  Attkill’s  prompt  and  judicious  support, 
might  even  have  become  of  alarming  prevalence,  was  the  determined  resistance  of 
parties  at  <nll  times  lawlessly  disposed,  and  who  counted  upon  the  general  bad 
feeling  to  second  them  in  their  opposition  of  brute  violence  to  the  demands  of  the 
collector.  Rescues  were  frequent,  and  the  consequent  necessity  of  attending  the 
Courts  of  Petty  Sessions  occupied  much  of  the  collectors’  time.  The  spirit  was 
happily  met  and  overcome,  and  little  or  no  obstruction  from  it  is  now  experienced. 

The  general  aspect  is  that  of  improved  good  feeling  towards  the  Poor  Law  and 
its  administration  throughout  the  Union,  improved  even  in  Lowtherstown  itself; 
and  after  so  much  blame,  not  to  deny  our  collectors  their  just  share  in  the  achieve- 
ment of  so  important  a result,  we  ascribe  it  not  less  to  their  firm  and  becoming 
deportment  (which  we  hear  of  from  every  one)  in  the  discharge  of  a duty  rendered 
by  circumstances  peculiarly  onerous,  than  to  the  conviction  upon  all  hands  that  the 
poor  of  the  Union  are  being  fairly  and  effectually  relieved — a tribute  of  commenda- 
tion we  are  proud  on  our  parts  to  share  with  our  relieving,  officers. 

A striking  instance  of  this  amended  state  of  things  (of  which  evidence  has 
appeared  also  on  our  minutes  for  some  weeks  past)  was  reported  to  us  on  Monday 
last,  the  7th  instant,  with  his  proceedings  for  the  week  previous,. by  the  collector, 
Thomas  Robinson,  and  it  is  sufficiently  to  the  purpose  to  find  a place  in  our 
report. 

This  collector  was  induced  on  Saturday,  the  5th  instant,  to  make  trial  of  the 
townland  of  Drumshinny,  where  he  was  formerly  anxious  to  have  with  him  an 
escort  of  police.  He  found  the  people  more  friendly  than  he  had  expected,  and, 
with  one  exception,  well  inclined  to  pay. 

Thus  encouraged,  and  accompanied  by  some  of  the  Drumshinny  rate-payers,  he 
proceeded  through  the  adjoining  townland  of  Lugmore.  Opposition  was  here 
frequent,  and  with  occasional  menaces ; and  the  hour  being  late,  he  was  warned 
against  returning  through  those  wild  parts  homewards.  He  was  hospitably  enter- 
tained for  the  night  by  one  of  the  more  friendly  rate-payers.  Next  morning 
(Sunday); he  proceeded  to  the  chapel  of  the  parish  (Drumkeeran),  and  was  there 
welcomed  by  the  officiating  clergyman,  who  expressed  his  regret  at  what  he  had 
heard  of  the  conduct  of  parties  on  the  preceding  evening  ; and  taking  the  collector 
by  the  hand;  in  the  midst  of  his  congregation,  threatened  with  his  severe  dis- 
pleasure any  who  should  be  found  resisting  the  rate,  concluded  with  an  appeal  to 
all  to  look  at  the  relief  given  around  them,  and  who  it  was  that  was  being  relieved 
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— no  other  than  the  most  destitute  amongst  themselves.  “And  why,”  asked  the 
reverend  gentleman,  “ do  you  oppose  such  a rate 

The  collector  justly  infers  that  his  prospects  in  this  parish  will  be  greatly  the 
better  for  this  emphatic  and  publicly-avowed  support — a support,  too,  for  which 
there  would  seem  to  have  been  no  light  occasion,  as  information  was  afterwards 
given  him  which  will  prevent  his  returning  to  Lugtnore  without  an  escort  of 
police,  and  we  have  applied  for  it  accordingly. 

To  conclude  our  notice  of  the  causes  to  which  the  slow  progress  of  the  collec- 
tion is  attributable,  we  may  mention,  that  it  has  been  our  opinion  for  some  time 
that  the  task  is  too  heavy  a one  for  two  only ; and  whenever  another  rate  will 
have  to  be  struck  it  will  be  prudent  to  appoint  more  than  two,  -perhaps  four  col- 
lectors. The  two  Robinsons  are  men  of  extraordinary  strength  and  energy,  but 
their  appearances  of  late  give  evidence  of  the  hard  work  in  hand. 

Mr.  Barron  assisted  at  our  Board  meeting  on  the  9th  instant.  The  collector, 
Alexander  Robinson,  was  in  attendance,  and  his  books  were  minutely  inspected. 
Mr.  Barron’s  observations  had  a sensible  effect  on  him.  His  chief  defence  was, 
that  the  blanks  could  be  made  good  at  any  time.  He  evinced  at  the  same  time  a 
consciousness  that  the  defence  was  a lame  one,  when  reminded  of  the  repeated 
painful  remonstrances  of  the  Board  ; and  that,  as  was  observed  to  him,  he  had  in 
fact  very  narrowly  jeopardized  his  securities,  by  his  misjudged  system  of  indul- 
gence to  the  rate-payers.  He  took  his  leave,  saying  witli  an  emphasis  intended  to 
remove  all  doubts,  that  “ driving,”  the  Board  might  rely  on  it,  was  all  he  had  in 
bis  head  from  that  out. 

In  conclusion  of  our  report  on  this  important  subject,  we  have  to  mention  that 
the  clerk  informs  us  that  the  blanks  now  remaining  in  the  rate-collecting  books 
are  such  as  to  satisfy  him,  from  his  iutimate  acquaintance  with  the  Union,  that 
there  will  be  little  loss,  except  in  some  few  cases,  where  parties  having  leases  of 
small  holdings  and  unable  to  support  themselves,  have  locked  up  and  abandoned 
their  houses,  and  overbold  from  the  landlord,  leaving  no  seizable  property. 

Of  the  state  of  the  workhouse  and  matters  of  immediate  interest  in  connexion 
with  it,  we  propose  making  you  a distinct  report. 


Enclosures. 


Table  of  Weekly  Collection  of  the  Rate  struck  6th  October,  1847,  up  to  5th 
February,  184S. 


Refer- 

No* 

Weekly  Collection. 

For  Week  ending 

Lodged  with 
Treasurer. 

Reported 

Minutes 

3f 

As  below,  via 

— 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£- 

s. 

d. 

1 

5 

15 

0 

Oct.  9 . . 

Oct.  7 . . 

Oct.  13 

5 

15 

0 

2 

55 

2 

5 

Oct.  16  . . 

Oct.  12,  16  . 

Oct.  20 

55 

2 

5 

3 

64 

0 

0 

Oct.  23  . . 

Oct.  26  . . 

Nov.  3 

64 

0 

0 

4 

42 

0 

0 

Oct.  30  . . 

Nov.  S . 

Nov.  10 

1 

5 

56 

5 

0 

Nov.  6 . 

, , . 

J 9S 

d 

0 

6 

95 

0 

0 

Nov.  13  . . 

Nov.  15  . 

Nov.  17 

95 

0 

0 

7 

112 

0 

0 

Nov.  20  . . 

Nov.  22  . . 

Nov.  24 

112 

0 

0 

8 

94 

0 

0 

Nov.  27  . . 

Nov.  29  . 

Dec.  1 

94 

0 

0 

9 

233 

0 

0 

Dec.  4 . 

Dec.  6 . . 

Dec.  8 

233 

0 

0 

10 

107 

0 

0 

Dec.  11  . . 

Dec.  13  . . 

Dec.  15 

107 

0 

0 

11 

82 

10 

0 

Dec.  IS  . . 

Dec.  20  . 

Dec.  22 

82 

10 

0 

12 

245 

0 

0 

Dec.  25  . 

Dec.  2S  . . 

Jan.  5 

245 

0 

0 

13 

116 

0 

0 

Jan.  1 

Jan.  4 . 

Jan.  12 

14 

244 

0 

0 

Jan.  8 

Jan.  10 

15 

239 

0 

0 

Jan.  15  . 

Jan.  18  . 

Jan.  26 

• 16 

214 

0 

0 

Jan.  22  . 

Jan.  24  . 

17 

479 

0 

0 

Jan.  29  . 

Feb.  1 . . 

Feb.  9 

479 

0 

0 

IS 

393 

5 

0 

F eb.  5 . 

Feb.  9 . . 

Will  appear  on  MinutesofFeb.  16. 



Copy  of  Order  of  Vtck-Guardians  to  Collector,  referred  to  in  Report  of 
12th  February,  1848. 

To  Mr.  Alexander  Kobinson,  Collector  of  Poor  Rates. 

Whereas  a statement  is  before  us  of  your  several  lodgments  with  the  treasurer  of  said 
Union,  made  since  the  13th  of  October  last,  when  you  were  duly  appointed  collector  of  poor 
rates  for  certain  electoral  divisions  of  the  same,  to  collect  a rate  struck  upon  the  6th  of  October 
aforesaid,  and  amounting  for  such  divisions  to  the  sum  of  34917.  4s.  lOrf. ; such  collection  to 
be  completed  within  the  term  or  space  of  five  months  from  your  appointment  as  aforesaid,  and 
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it  appears  by  such  statement  that  more  than  half  the  said  amount  of  rate  remains  still  to  be 
collected  by  you,  though  now  arrived  within  five  weeks  of  the  expiration  of  the  said  term. 

And  whereas  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Her  present  Majesty, 
Queen  Victoria,  intituled  " An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  Relief  of  the  Destitute  Poor  in  Ire- 
land,” it  is  provided  (sec.  100)  that  in  case  any  officer  of  a Union  shall  wilfully  disobey  the 
le^al  and  reasonable  orders  of  Guardians  in  carrying  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners,  or 
Assistant-Commissioners,  or  the  provisions  of  said  Act  into  execution,  he  shall,  upon  con- 
viction before  any  two  justices,  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence  any  sum  not  exceeding 
five  pounds. 

And  whereas  we  being  paid  officers  appointed  to  carry  into  execution  in  said  Union  the 
provisions  of  the  Acts  in  force  for  the  Relief  of  the  Destitute  Poor  in  Ireland,  do  deem  it  our 
duty  to  make  this  present  order  in  the  above  matter,  the  same  being  both  legal  and  reasonable. 

Now,  therefore,  we  do  hereby  order  you  to  collect  within  the  week  commencing  this  date, 
and  lodge  with  the  treasurer  of  said  Union,  on  or  before  Tuesday  the  15th  instant,  the  sum  of 
5001.  at  the  least,  in  part  of  the  rate  so  remaining  uncollected  by  you  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  an  Extraordinary  Meeting  held  this  7th  day  of  February,  1848. 

Bernard  M'Manus. 

Pierce  Morton. 


Reply  to  the  above: — February  17,  184S. 

The  Commissioners  having  had  under  consideration  the  situation  of  the 
affairs  of  Lowtherstown  Union,  have  resolved,  under  the  circumstances,  to  restore 
the  management  of  the  Union  to  a Board  of  Guardians  elected  in  the  ordinary 
manner ; and  the  Commissioners  will  accordingly  issue  an  order  for  the  election 
of  Guardians. 

You  will  continue  in  office  until  the  25th  March  next ; and  thereafter  until  the 
election  of  Guardians  for  the  year  which  will  end  on  25th  March,  1849,  shall 
have  been  completed. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  not  relax  in  your  endeavours  to  have 
the  remainder  of  the  rate  collected ; and  I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the 
Commissioners  will  be  glad  to  receive  the  further  report  which  you  propose  to 
make  as  to  the  state  of  the  workhouse. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union: — February  17,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  having  had  under  consideration  the  present  circum- 
stances of  Lowtherstown  Union,  I am  directed  to  state  that  they  have  resolved  to 
issue  an  order  for  the  election  of  a Board  of  Guardians  in  the  ordinary  manner,  to 
resume  the  management  of  the  Union  at  25th  of  March  next ; and  the  Commis- 
sioners propose  to  re-appoint  you  to  he  returning  officer  at  such  election  of 
Guardians  as  on  former  occasions. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  19,  1848. 

In  our  reports  of  the  10th  and  12th  instant,  we  confined  ourselves  exclu- 
sively to  the  important  subject  of  the  collection  of  the  rates.  We  now  beg  to  lay 
before  you  our  proposed  further  report  on  the  present  state  of  the  workhouse,  and 
the  administration  of  out-door  relief.  \ 

There  is  a marked  improvement,  we  are  happy  to  state,  in  the  management  of 
the  workhouse,  and  in  the  appearance  and  conduct  of  the  inmates,  notwithstanding 
that  we  are  still  under  the  serious  disadvantage  of  being  without  the  services  of  an 
efficient  master  and  matron.  This  disadvantage,  which  we  have  so  long  had  to 
contend  with,  will  not,  however,  be  protracted  beyond  the  23  rd  instant,  on  which 
day  anew  master  and  a new  matron — Mr.  James  B.  Bullick  and  Miss  M‘ Kins  try, 
the  former  for  some  time  past  assistant  master,  and  the  latter  schoolmistress  in 
Lurgan  workhouse,  and  both  of  them  very  highly  recommended  to  us — are  to  enter 
upon  their  duties,  at  the  respective  salaries  of  40 1.  and  25/. 

The  more  striking  features  are  an  increased  degree  of  order  and  cleanliness  in 
the  wards,  dormitories,  and  yards  of  the  establishment,  better  ventilation,  a better 
and  now  nearly  adequate  supply  of  clothing,  more  regular  observance  of  the  meal 
hours,  and,  lastly,  improved  health  of  the  inmates  of  all  classes,  the  younger  chil- 
dren and  infants  excepted,  amongst  whom  there  has  for  some  time  past  been  an 
increasing  mortality,  ascribed  by  the  medical  officer  chiefly  to  their  sickly  and 
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attenuated  condition  from  want  and  cold  before  coming  into  the  workhouse. 
There  will  be  found  upon  our  minutes  of  the  16th  instant  the  substance  of  a repre- 
sentation made  to  us  upon  this  subject  by  our  medical  officer,  with  the  suggestion 
of  the  only  measure  that  offers  itself  to  meet  the  mischief,  that  you  would  autho- 
rize the  discharge  from  the  workhouse  and  placing  upon  out-door  relief  (with  one 
or  both  parents,  and  their  other  children  under  15  years  of  age)  any  such  sickly 
child;  of  whom  it  should  be  certified  to  us  by  our  medical  officer  that  the  child’s 
only  chance  of  recovery  lay  in  its  being  removed  out  of  the  workhouse. 

The  able-bodied  inmates  of  both  sexes  are  now  kept  constantly  employed  : the 
females  in  making  up  the  clothing  and  furniture  of  the  house ; the  men,  under  our 
new  ward-waster,  Mr.  Johnston  Little,  at  useful  works  out  of  doors. 

The  greater  part  of  the  bread  required  for  the  house,  and  which  was  heretofore 
supplied  by  contract  at  a high  price,  is  now  baked  on  the  premises.  Besides  the 
very  considerable  saving  thus  effected,  it  enables  us,  by  the  substitution  of  bread  and 
milk  at  supper  for  the  porridge  and  milk  before  given  at  that  meal,  to  dispense 
with  a third  cooking  in  the  day,  which,  from  the  large  additional  numbers  to  be 
supplied  of  late,  was  productive  of  no  small  irregularity,  keeping  the  inmates  up  to 
a late  hour,  and  causing  an  unnecessary  consumption  of  fuel  and  lights. 

The  master’s  books  and  accounts,  which  had  not  been  in  a condition  to  lay 
before  us  for  some  time  past,  have  been  at  length  regulated  and  brought  into  order 
by  our  clerk,  who  has  been  acting  as  master  since  Mr.  Somerville’s  vacating  the 
office.  It  is  with  much  gratification  we  now  find  ourselves  able  to  state,  that,  for 
the  interval  elapsed  since  the  average  cost  of  each  pauper  was  last  ascertained,  it 
proves  not  to  have  exceeded  Is.  3c?.  per  week,  with  the  exception  only  of  the  week 
ending  on  Christmas-Day,  when  the  indulgence  of  an  additional  quantity  of  meat 
with  the  soup  for  dinner  was  allowed  by  us. 

The  new  fever  hospital  having  been  inspected  under  the  direction  of  your  archi- 
tect, and  approved  by  him,  subject  to  the  making  good  the  few  particulars  men- 
tioned in  his  report,  was  placed  in -our  hands  by  the  contractor  on  the  5th  instant. 
We  had  it  as  expeditiously  as- possible  supplied  with  the  requisite  stock  of  medi- 
cines, and  with  bedding,  &c.,  &c.,  for  40  patients.  Our  fever  patients,  in  nnmber 
40,  were  removed  into  it  on  the  8th  instant ; and  the  infirmary  wards,  where  they 
had  been  previously  treated  with  patients  suffering  from  other  infectious  disorders, 
mere  colds,  or  accidents,  are  now  being  thoroughly  cleansed,  ventilated,  and  white- 
washed, preparatory  to  their  exclusive  occupation  by  the  latter  class. 

This  arrangement,  with  the  additional  room  in  the  infirmary,  admitting  of  all 
on  sick  diet  being  removed  to  it  from  the  different  wards  of  the  workhouse,  will 
conduce  very  materially  to  the  improved  health  of  the  inmates,  and  effectually 
check  the  spread  of  contagious  disorders  in  the  house. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject  we  have  to  mention,  that  the  medical  officer, 
Dr.  Betty,  having  applied  for  an  increase  of  salary  on  taking  charge  of  the  new 
hospital,  and  on  account  of  increased  duty  in  general,  the  subject  was  taken  into 
consideration  at  our  Board  meeting  of  the  9th  instant ; and  Mr.  Barron,  who  was 
present  upon  that  day  assisting  us  with  a statement  of  the  salaries  paid  by  the  other 
Boards  under  his  inspection,  we  raised  the  salary  of  our  medical  officer  from  30?., 
its  previous  amount,  to  45?.,  subject  to  your  approval. 

The  contractor  for  the  hospital,  Mr.  Moore,  has  applied  for  his  third  and  last 
instalment.  There  appears  no  objection  to  its  being  now  paid  him,  which  we  have 
recommended  accordingly  by  a resolution  to  be  found  on  our  minutes  of  the  16th 
instant. 

A detachment  of  the  more  steady  and  well  behaved  of  the  female  paupers,  is 
now,  since  the  13th  instant  only  (the  thatching  still  to  be  completed),  at  the  house 
(Anderson’s)  procured  by  us  in  the  town  as  an  additional  accommodation  to  the 
workhouse.  They  will  be  kept  usefully  employed  at  spinning,  knitting,  &c.,  under 
the  management  of  Mrs.  John  Irvine,  formerly  matron  of  the  workhouse,  and  on 
whom  we  have  the  fullest  reliance.  The  expense  of  this  additional  accommodation, 
and,  in  great  part,  of  their  own  support,  will,  we  have  reason  to  hope,  he  defrayed 
by  the  earnings  of  the  inmates. 

The  school  detachments  continue  healthy ; and  being  now  supplied  with  the 
requisite  books,  slates,  writing  materials,  &c.,  are  progressing  satisfactorily  in  their 
lessons.  The  girls  make  up  and  repair  their  own  clothing.  Mr.  Doheny,  the 
National  School  Inspector,  visited  these  detachments  (as  well  as  the  school  children 
still  in  the  workhouse)  on  the  15th  instant.  He  was  pleased  to  express  his  grati- 
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fication  at  the  arrangements,  and  his  approval  of  the  manner  in  which  the  children 
are  instructed. 

By  reference  to  our  minutes  of  the  9th  instant  it  will  be  seen  that  we  have  taken 
steps  to  have  two  most  serious  inconveniences,  the  scanty  supply  of  water,  and  the 
very  imperfect  drainage,  immediately  remedied.  Plans  for  these  important  objects 
will  be  laid  before  us  on  next  Board  day,  when  we  shall  be  prepared  to  commu- 
nicate with  Mr.  Wilkinson,  as  he  has  invited  us  to  do. 

We  have  this  week  entered  into  contracts  for  supplying  our  depots,  for  out-door 
relief,  with  Indian  and  oat  meal  in  equal  quantities  for  one  month ; the  average 
price  11s.  3d.  per  120  lbs.,  carriage  included. 

The  substitution  of  food  for  money  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  21st  instant, 
in  those  divisions  where  the  attendance  of  the  relieving  officer  is  fixed  for  the 
earlier  part  of  the  week ; and  the  saving  to  the  Union  (without  affecting  otherwise 
we  conceive  than  favourably  the  parties  relieved)  will  be  at  the  least  10Z.  per  week  : 
the  allowance  to  he,  for  the  adult,  1 lb.  per  diem  ; from  15  to  9 years,  f lbs;  and 
for  children  under  9 years,  lb.  We  have  found  it  necessary  to  make  some 
changes,  with  a view  to  better  security  as  respects  the  depots  ; the  particulars  will 
be  found  upon  our  minutes  of  the  16th  instant. 

W e were  duly  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  by  which  we  were 
gratified  to  learn  that  the  recent  progress  in  the  collection  was  considered  by  you 
to  be  more  satisfactory.  We  have  to  acknowledge,  also,  your  letter  of  the  17th 
instant,  in  which  the  like  satisfaction  is  expressed,  and  announcing  your  purpose 
of  restoring  the  Union  to  the  management  of  a Board  of  Guardians,  to  be  elected 
on  or  after  the  25th  of  March. 

Our  endeavours  to  have  the  remainder  of  the  rate  collected  with  all  possible 
expedition,  shall  not,  we  beg  to  assure  you,  be  for  a moment  relaxed.  There  was 
lodged  since  our  late  report  the  sum  of  496Z,  for  the  week  ending  the  12th  instant. 
The  collector,  Thomas  Robinson,  came  short  of  our  requisition  of  300Z.  by  4Z.  only ; 
the  other  Alexander  Robinson,  suffering  from  severe  indisposition,  was  abroad  on 
duty  two  days  only.  Both  were  before  us  on  the  16th  instant,  and  had  fresh 
orders  from  us  to  the  like  effect  as  for  the  past  week.  We  forbear  giving  an 
opinion  as  to  the  short  coming  of  Alexander  Robinson  for  the  past  week  (of  his 
illness,  and  that  it  was  serious,  there  can  be  no  question)  until  apprised  of  the 
fruits  of  the  present  week’s  collection;  and,  as  we  said  to  him,  we  defer  till  then 
coming  to  a decision  as  to  proceeding  against  him  or  not  for  the  fine  he  may  have 
laid  himself  open  to. 

We  beg  to  add,  that  the  balance  now  standing  to  our  credit  with  the 
treasurer  is  1136Z.  25.,  and  we  are  therefore  in  a condition  to  repay  your  two  loans 
of  100 6.  to  the  late,  and  of  200Z.  to  the  present  Board,  when  required. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  23,  1848. 

With  regard  to  the  clothing/  of  which  the  supply  is  now  stated  to  he 
supply  a°e^Uate'  * am  to  re(luest  ^t  you  will  take  steps  for  ensuring  a sufficient 

In  reference  to  the  proposal  to  discharge  from  the  workhouse,  and  place  on  out- 
door  relief,  the  children  referred  to  in  your  report  upon  the  certificate  of  the  medical 
officer,  1 am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the  course  proposed  in 
regard  to  children  who  can  he  so  relieved  legally.  The  Commissioners  have 
approved  of  the  proposed  increase  of  salary  for  the  medical  officer,  who  now  has 
charge  of  the  new  fever  hospital  in  addition  to  the  workhouse. 

As  regards  the  payment  of  the  contractor  for  building  the  hospital,  the  Com- 
missioners have  referred  to  their  architect,  for  his  certificate  as  to  the  completion 
of  the  contract.  r 


With  regard  to  the  repayment  of  the  two  loans,  amounting  to  300Z.,  advanced 
7 01011  ’ tIle  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that  the  amount 
should  be  remitted  to  this  office  for  repayment  to  the  Commissariat,  after  which  an 
acknowledgment  will  be  duly  forwarded  to  you. 
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Trim  Union, 

TRIM  UNION : — Dissolution  of  Board  of  Guardians. 

Minute  : — Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin  : — December  22,  1847. 

Mr.  Disney,  of  Clifton  Lodge,  agent  to  the  Earl  of  Darnley,  has  called 
to  state  that  there,  is  very  great  distress  among  the  labouring  population  of 
Athboy  electoral  division,  as,  notwithstanding  the  exertions  made  by  the  gentle- 
men of  the  district  to  provide  employment,  many  are  without  work  and  actually  in 
a condition  tending  to  starvation.  He  states  that  out-door  relief  to  the  infirm  poor 
has.  only  recently  commenced  ; and  trusts  that  there  will  not  be  any  time  lost  in 
ordering  out-door  relief  for  the  able-bodied  classes,  the  workhouse  having  on  last 
Saturday,  had  in  it  within  six  of  the  limited  number  it  can  receive. 

He  states  that  an  order  to  relieve  widows  with  one  child,  &c.,  would  not  be  of  any 
use;  and  that  relief  to  the  able-bodied  is  now  indispensable,  provided  an  arrange- 
ment cannot  be  made  in  the  district  this  week  to  provide  work  for  the  labourers 
now  unemployed,  which  will  be  reported  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  next 
meeting.  He  proposes  to  write  to-morrow. 


Mr.  Disney  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  23,  1847. 

I regret  to  say,  the  arrangement  about  employing  the  labourers  in  the 
electoral  division  of  Athboy  has  failed,  and  that  it  is  most  absolutely  necessary  to 
make  immediate  preparations  for  extending  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor 
in  this  electoral  division  ; in  fact,  I am  apprehensive  of  the  worst  possible  conse- 
quences, unless  the  arrangements  are  made  without  delay.  The  out-door  relief  to 
the  able-bodied  ought  not  to  be  delayed  beyond  Monday  next. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — December  27,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  having  received  from  Mr.  Lambert  Disney,  a communication  representing 
the  absolute  necessity  of  making  immediate  preparations  for  extending  out-door 
relief,  to  the  able-bodied  in  the  Athboy  electoral  division  of  Trim  Union,  I am 
directed  by  the  Commissioners,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to 
the  state  of  that  division. 

The  Commissioners  at  the  same  time  recommend,  that  immediate  steps  should 
be  taken  to  provide  additional  workhouse  accommodation ; and  I am  to  request 
the  Guardians  consideration  of  the  views  expressed  in  the  Commissioners’  circular 
of  the  26th  August  last  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed),  as  to  the  course 
recommended  by  the  Commissioners  for  providing  additional  accommodation  for 
the  relief  of  the  destitute. 

Enclosure  : — Circular  transmitted  to  the  Trim  Board  of  Guardians  in  August,  1847. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin , 

SlH’  August  26,  1847. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  propose  to  offer  a few  suggestions  in  reference  to  those 
Unions  iu  which  the  Guardians  arc  convinced  that  it  will  become  necessary  for  them,  unless 
they  adopt  precautionary  measures,  to  grant  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  during  the 
approaching  autumn.  When  the  operations  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act  are  terminated 
on  the  12th  September,  the  poor-rates  throughout  the  whole  of  Ireland  will  be  liable  for  the 
relief  of  a mass  of  apparent  destitution  which,  in  some  districts,  may  prove  wholly  unmanage- 
able, unless  the  Guardians  have  definite  ideas  of  the  precise  evils  which  are  most  to  be 
dreaded,  and  of  the  best  way  in  which  those  evils  can  be  counteracted  or  mitigated.  The 
Commissioners  deem  it  right,  therefore,  to  make  generally  known  the  views  which  they  them- 
selves entertain  on  this  important  subject. 

The  Commissioners  think  that  the  evil  which  is  most  to  be  guarded  against  is  the  necessity 
of  granting  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men;  and  that  the  main  point  for  the  Guardians  to 
keep  steadily  in  view  is,  to  make  their  workhouse  as  extensively  available  as  possible  for  the 
relief  of  this  class. 

On  the  difficulty  of  preventing  abuses  in  granting  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  the 
Commissioners  do  not  intend  to  dilate.  The  experience  and  observation  of  Guardians  as  lo 
what  has  taken  place  under  the  Labour  Rate  Act  and  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  will  pro- 
bably have  convinced  them  that  although  sueh  relief  may  be  administered  with  the  utmost 
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Trim  Union.  ability  and  most  upright  intentions  it  is  liable  to  many  abuses.  During  the  past  year,  indeed, 

it  has  been  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  human  life,  but  still  it  is  a matter  of 

notoriety,  that  numerous  persons  have  had  a share  of  the  public  alms  who  ought  to  have 
subsisted  on  their  own  resources. 

On  the  other  hand,  very  extensive  experience  has  proved  that  relief  may  be  granted  to  able- 
bodied  men  in  a well  regulated  workhouse,  without  entailing  the  certainty  of  any  very  serious 
evils.  Speakincr  generally,  such  relief  combines  the  two  important  advantages — first,  that 
those  who  are  really  destitute  will  accept  it;  and  secondly,  that  those  who  are  not  really 
destitute  will  not  accept  it.  And  this  may  be  illustrated  without  insisting  on  the  decisive 
experience  of  England,  by  referring  to  what  has  occurred  in  Ireland,  in  connexion  with  the 
distress  of  the  past  year.  . 

During  last  winter  and  spring  the  workhouses  in  Ireland  were  so  full  that  they  contained 
more  inmates  than  they  were  originally  built  to  accommodate,  and  in  some  Unions  it  became 
frequently  the  painful  duty  of  Guardians  to  reject,  from  want  of  room,  some  of  the  applicants 
for  admission.  This  shows  that  relief  in  a workhouse  will  be  accepted  when  severe  distress 
exists  in  a population. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  effect  of  a workhouse,  in  bringing  to  light  imposition,  has  been 
manifested  in  a remarkable  manner  within  the  last  fortnight  in  North  Dublin  Union.  During 
the  week  ended  Saturday,  the  14th  instant,  there  were  above  20,000  persons  on  the  Relief  Lists 
of  the  north  city  electoral  division,  and  as  the  operations  under  the  Temporary  Reliet  Act 
terminated  in  North  Dublin  Union  on  the  15th  instant,  the  Guardians  on  the  16th  instant  had 
to  deal,  for  the  first  time,  with  the  apparent  necessity  of  having  to  provide  relief  for  above  20,000 
persons.  On  the  morning  of  that  day,  however,  owing  to  previous  arrangements,  they  had  room  in 
the  workhouse  of  their  Union  for  400  individuals,  and  by  offering  workhouse  relief  to  applicants, 
aided  bv  some  assistance  from  the  Mendicity  Institution,  the  Guardians  were  enabled,  in  the 
course  of  six  days,  to  reduce  the  number  on  the  Relief  Lists  to  nearly  3,000  persons.  This 
tends  to  show  that  those  who  are  not  really  destitute,  will  not.  accept  relief  in  a workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  anticipate  that  the  .results  of  pursuing  a similar  course  in  the 
south  and  west  of  Ireland  will  be  equally  striking  with  what  has  occurred  in  North  Dublin 
Union,  but  still  the  same  principles  of  relief  to  able-bodied  men  will  be  found  universally 
applicable  ; and  it  may  be  confidently  expected  that  wherever  those  principles  are  acted  on, 
the  results  will  not  differ  in  kind,  but  only  in  degree. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  carry  out  those  principles,  the  Commissioners  make  the  following 
recommendations,  in  reference  to  those  Unions,  wherein  the  Guardians  are  of  opinion  that  it 
will  become  necessary  for  them  to  grant  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  after  the  12th  of 
September,  if  the  present  mode  of  administering  relief  is  not  previously  altered  : — 

1st.  To  grant  out-door  allowances  to  destitute  persons  permanently  disabled  from 
labour. — The  Commissioners  think  that  such  allowances  should  be  sufficient  in  amount 
to  prevent  the  necessity  of  begging. 

2nd.  To  grant  similar  allowances  to  widows  with  two  or  more  legitimate  children. — The 
effect  of  this  course  will  be,  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Guardians,  accommodation  for 
the  children  of  able-bodied  men  in  the  children  s wards. 

3rd.  If  the  above  measures  are  insufficient,  to  remove  all  the  school  children  of  the 
workhouse,  with  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress,  to  a separate  and  distinct  Establish- 
ment.— Such  an  arrangement,  if  made  permanent,  would  be  attended  with  numerous 
moral  advantages  to  the  children,  and  no  one  measure  would  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Guardians  so  much  additional  workhouse  accommodation  with  such  little  inconvenience. 

4th.  To  hire  a house  or  houses  for  the  reception  of  poor  persons  affected  with  fever  or 
other  dangerous  contagious  disease,  and  to  make  use  of  such  houses  for  the  reception  and 
medical  treatment  of  such  poor  persons  in  preference  to  the  workhouse  fever  wards. — 
This  measure  would  be  attended  with  the  double  advantage  of  giving  additional  work- 
house  room  to  the  Guardians,  and  of  diminishing,  at.  the  same  time,  the  risk  of  infection 
to  paupers  in  the  workhouse.  And  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  an  order  for  authorizing 
out  door  relief  to  able-bodied  men,  under  the  second  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension 
Act,  may  become  requisite  on  account  of  fever  or  other  infectious  disease  in  the  work- 
house. 

If,  notwithstanding  all  these  four  expedients,  it  is  still  found  necessary  to  grant  out-door 
relief  in  any  Union  to  able-bodied  men,  this  would  appear  to  the  Commissioners  an  indication 
that  the  workhouse  accommodation  of  the  Union  was  insufficient,  and  the  Commissioners 
would  willingly  co-operate  with  the  Guardians  in  enlarging  the  present  workhouse,  as  far  as 
is  practicable,  or  in  the  erection  of  a new  workhouse. 

With  regard  to  raising  the  requisite  funds  for  this  purpose,  the  Commissioners  are  not 
authorized  to  hold  out  any  hope  of  their  being  able  to  obtain  a loan  for  the  Guardians  from  the 
Exchequer  Bill  Loan  Commissioners.  The  Guardians,  however,  might  borrow  the  money 
from  any  Company,  or  from  private  individuals,  under  the  35th  and  90th  sections  of  the  Irish. 
Poor  Relief  Act,  and  they  might  charge  the  principal  and  interest  on  the  poor-rates,  provided 
that  they  repaid  the  principal  by  annual  instalments  of  not  less  than  one-twentieth  of  the  sum 
borrowed. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

To  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians,  Arthur  Moore,  Chief  Clerk. 

Union. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Disney  : — December  27,  1847. 

The  attention  of  the  Inspector,  Captain  Huband,  has  been  drawn  to  the 
necessity  for  affording  additional  relief  in  the  Union,  and  he  will  attend  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  with  reference  to  that  object,  and  the  Com- 
missioners have  also  addressed  a communication  to  the  Guardians  on  the  subject ; 
but  in  the  absence  of  any  application  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  an  order 
authorizing  out-door  relief  to  other  classes  than  those  specified  in  section  1 of  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  the  Commissioners  do  not  feel  that  it  can  be 
issued. 


Extracts  from  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — December  24,  1847. 

The  Guardians  have  not  as  yet,  passed  a resolution  respecting  the  deficiency 
in  clothing  and  provisions. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Barnewall,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dunne — That  the  memorial  read  by 
the  chairman,  praying  that  out-door  relief  may  be  given  to  the  able-bodied  poor  in 
the  electoral  division  of  Athboy,  and  that  the  memorial  be  forwarded  to  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  with  a request  that  they  will  sanction  such  relief,  as  speedily 
as  possible. 

An  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  Maher,  seconded  by  Mr.  Murphy — That 
out-door  relief  to  the  unemployed  able-bodied  poor  be  extended  to  the  whole 
Union. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Barnewall’s  resolution  was  carried. 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Barnewall,  seconded  by  Mr.  Moore — That  the  relieving 
officers  be  authorized  to  make  out  a list  of  those  able-bodied  in  the  Athboy 
electoral  division,  who  will  require  out-door  relief,  and  submit  it  to  the  Board  at 
their  next  meeting. — Carried  unanimously. 

Ordered — That  the  meeting  of  this  Board  be  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next  at 
11  o’clock,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  list  of  applicants  for  out-door  relief. 

The  relieving  officers  submitted  their  books  for  examination. 

The  following  sums  were  expended  for  out-door  maintenance  in  the  several 
electoral  divisions : — 


£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Gallow 

. 1 10 

9i 

Rathcore  . 

.300 

Galtrim 

. 2 13 

Oh 

Killyan 

.15  5 

Kilcooly  . 
Trim  . 
Laracor 

. 3 12 
. 4 16 
. 1 19 

5 

24 

Kildalkey  . 

.118 

•^4 

2 h 

£20  12  lOf 

Rathmolyon 

. 0 14 

2 

Provisional  admissions  into  the  workhouse,  and  applications  for  admission,  were 
considered  and  decided  on,  as  set  forth  in  the  Application  and  Report  Book. 

The  number  of  provisional  admissions  confirmed  was  . 16 


Ditto,  disallowed  . . . . . . .0 

The  number  of  applications  admitted  was  ...  0 

Ditto,  rejected 0 


Enclosure. 

Memorial  referrred  to  in  foregoing  Minute. 

December  21,  1847. 

We,  the  undersigned,  being  proprietors  or  holders  of  land  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Athboy,  humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  the  necessity  of  an  imme- 
diate application  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  afford  out-door  relief  to  the  unemployed 
able-bodied,  labourers  in  this  division.  We  make  this  petition,  with  the  intent  of  inducing  all 
parties,  resident  and  non-resident,  landlords  and  landholders,  to  enter  into  a general  plan  of 
giving  employment  to  the  poor. 

Montagu  Lowther  Chapman,  D.L.,  Killua  Castle.  Francis  Walsh. 

William  Chapman,  J.P..  South  Hill.  James  Rickard,  P.P. 

Lambert  Disney,  J.P.,  Clifton  Lodge.  Michael  Higgins. 

Patrick  Barnewall,  Caucestown.  Patrick  M'Cann. 


Trim  Union... 


(A.) 
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Return  of  Paupers  in  the  Workhouse,  oil  Saturday,  December  25,  1847. 


Males 

aged  15  and 

aged  15  and 
upwards. 

under  15. 

Girls 
under  15. 

Children 
under  2. 

Total. 

Number  of  Inmates  remain-) 
ing  in  the  Workhouse  onj> 
the  above  date  . . . J 

75 

116 

163 

132 

31 

517 

Number  of  Inmales  that  the  Workhouse  is  calulated  to  contain,  500. 


Observations  of  Captain  Hub  and,  on  Guardians’  Minutes  of  24tli  December:— 
December  29,  1847. 

(A.)  This  remark  has  appeared  several  times  on  these  Minutes.  I do  not 
understand  why  the  Guardians  act  thus. 

I shall  attend  the  meeting  of  this  Board  on  Saturday  next,  and  shall  report. 

The  letter  to  the  Guardians  does  not  profess  to  seek  for  an  order  for  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied,  because  there  is  great  destitution  in  Athboy  electoral 
division  ; but  “ we  make  this  petition  with  the  intent  of  inducing  the  resident  and 
non-resident  landlords  and  landholders  to  enter  into  a general  plan  of  giving- 
employment  to  the  poor.”  In  other  words,  we  make  this  application  to  frighten 
the  landlords  and  landholders. 

The  intention  of  the  law  is,  that  the  landholders  shall  either  employ  the  people 
or  support  them ; and  it  will  succeed,  if  left  to  work  its  own  course  ; but  I object 
to  the  use  now  sought  to  be  made  of  sealed  orders  in  the  county  of  Meath. 

If  the  state  of  destitution  requires  them,  let  them  be  issued  ; but  I believe,  when 
they  are  called  for  for  other  purposes  than  to  alleviate  distress,  that  their  effect  will 
disappoint  the  calculations  of  the  parties  calling  for  them,  and  will  produce  real 
evil. 

Remark,  that  where  the  sums  expended  for  out-door  relief  are  set  forth,  nothing 
appears  to  have  been  expended  in  Athboy. 


Extract  from  Minutes  of  a Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  held  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  29th  December,  1847. 

Lambert  Disney,  Esq.,  in  the  chair.  Other  Guardians — Mr.  Maher,  Mr. 
Murphy,  Mr.  Byrne,  Mr.  Hope. 

Proposed  by  P.  Maher,  Esq.,  seconded  by  John  Hope,  Esq.  Resolved,  that 
the  poorhouse  being  now  tilled,  and  it  being  impossible  to  provide  any  more 
workhouse  accommodation  without  great  delay,  we  deem  it  necessary  that  the 
Commissioners  do  issue  an  order  empowering  out-door  relief  immediately. 

That  the  Guardians  are  anxious  to  provide  further  workhouse  accommodation, 
according  to  one  of  the  suggestions  of  the  Commissioners;  but  it  is  quite  impossible 
that  any  such  accommodation  could  be  provided  sufficiently  soon  to  meet  the  ap- 
palling destitution  that  exists  amongst  the  able-bodied  in  many  parts  of  the  Union, 
but  especially  in  the  Athboy  and  Laracor  electoral  divisions. 

Mr.  James  O’Reilly  proposed,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  James  M'Cormick,  to  let  the 
house  in  Market-street  to  the  Guardians  for  two  months,  at  the  rate  of  40/.  per 
annum.  Mr.  O’Reilly’s  proposal  was  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  Guardians 
at  flie  ordinary  weekly  meeting,  to  be  held  on  Saturday  next. 

The  clerk  was  directed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  supplying  beds,  &c.,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  children  in  the  house  which  Mr.  O’Reilly  has  proposed  to  let. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians: — December  31,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  observe,  that  the  workhouse  at  the  date  of  the  last  re- 
turn, on  Saturday  last,  25th  instant,  contained  517  inmates,  being  only  17  beyond  the 
number  (namely  500),  for  which  the  house  was  originally  designed;  and  it  appears 
from  the  Guardians’  Minutes  of  24th  instant,  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  disallow 
any  of  the  provisional  admissions  during  the  previous  week,  or  to  reject  any  of 
the  applications  made  at  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians.  Of  the  total  number  of 
inmates  (namely  517)  in  the  workhouse  at  the  above  date,  it  appears  that  no  less 
than  326  were  children  under  15  years  of  age. 
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Under  these  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  recommend  that  the  Guardians 
should  at  once  make  an  entire  revision  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  generally, 
with  the  view  of  discharging  those  who  are  not  fit  objects  of  such  relief,  and  of 
giving  out-door  relief  to  any  of  the  present  inmates  of  the  classes  specified  in  sec- 
tion 1 of  the  above  Act,  so  as  to  make  the  workhouse  available  to  as  great  an  extent 
as  possible,  for  the  relief  of  destitute  able-bodied  men. 

The  Commissioners  also  recommend  the  Guardians  closely  to  scrutinize  the 
cases  of  the  large  number  of  children  in  the  workhouse,  with  the  view  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  there  are  any  receiving  relief  in  the  workhouse,  whose  parents  are  not 
m it,  or  are  at  work  out  of  the  house ; the  relief  of  children  without  their  parents 
who  are  bound  to  maintain  them,  being  at  variance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Irish 
.Poor  Relief  Acts  and  liable  to  great  abuse. 

In  regard  to  the  impotent  poor  and  persons  relievable  out  of  the  workhouse 
under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  the  Guardians  have 
full  power  to  grant  such  allowances  as  are  required  to  supply  the  paupers  not  onlv 
with  food,  but  likewise  with  lodging,  fuel,  and  clothing. 

With  respect  to  the  electoral  division  of  Athboy,  to  which  attention  has  lieen 
more  particularly  called,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  not  specially 
empowered  to  issue  an  order  for  out-door  relief  in  any  particular  division,  the  pro- 
visions of  sec.  2 of  10  Vic.,  c.  31,  being  applicable  to  an  entire  Union,  but  not  to 
particular  divisions  of  it  aloue ; while  a motion  to  apply  for  an  order  applicable  to 
the  whole  Union  of  Trim  was  negatived  at  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Guardians 
on  the  24th  instant,  nine  Guardians  being  present.  I am  further  to  state,  that  it 
does  not  appear  that  out-door  relief  has  yet  been  given  from  the  poor-rates  to  the 
classes  who  can  be  relieved  out  of  the  workhouse  under  section  1 of  the  above  Act; 
and  amongst  the  sums  appearing  in  the  Guardians’  Minutes  of  the  24th  instant,  as 
expended  for  out  relief  in  several  divisions  of  the  Union,  none  appears  in  reference 
to  the  division  of  Athboy. 

. Unde.r  the  foregoing  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  would  not  feel  justified 
m now  issuing  an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  Trim 
Union,  the  necessity  contemplated  by  section  2 of  10  Vic.,  c.  31,  not  having  been 
shown  to  have  arisen.  ° 

At  tlle  same  tjnie.  the  Commissioners  have  directed  the  special  attention  of  their 
Inspector,  Captain  Huband  (who  will  attend  the  Guardians’  meeting  to-morrow), 
to  the  subject,  upon  which  he  has  been  instructed  to  report  to  the  Commissioners 
without  delay. 

The  Commissioners  observe  that  the  Guardians  are  in  treaty  for  a bouse  in 
Trim,  and  that  this  matter  is  to  be  taken  into  consideration  at  their  meeting  to- 
morrow ; the  Commissioners  will  readily  approve  of  the  Guardians’  hiring,  without 
delay,  any  suitable  buildings  for  affording  additional  accommodation  for  the  pur- 
poses of  workhouse  relief.  r 


Mr.  Disney  to  the  Commissioners: — December  30,  1847. 

I think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  absolute  necessity  that  exists  for 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  authorizing  (suppose  it  be  but  for  one  fortnight) 
out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  the  Athboy  electoral  division.  It  would  be 
utterly  impossible  to  make  provision  in  the  workhouse  to  meet  the  emergency. 
The  workhouse  had  the  authorized  number  of  poor  in  it  yesterday.  You  may  rest 
assured  that  the  case  is  one  of  urgent  necessity,  and  which  will  not  admit  of  delay. 
I certainly  understood  from  you  that  there  would  be  no  delay  in  the  Commissioners 
giving  their  assent. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Disney  -.—December  31, 1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  enclose  for  your  information  a copy  Letter  of  3ist  De- 
of  a letter  which  has  been  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  relating  to  the  member, 
subject. 


Further  Observations  of  Captain  Huband  on  Guardians’  Minutes  of  24th 
December : — January  3,  1848. 

At  the  meeting  of  Guardians  on  Saturday,  1st  January,  I spoke  about  the 
deficiencies  in  clothing. 
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Trim  Union.  The  Guardians  promised  to  take  this  into  immediate  consideration  ; but  they 
— seem  so  dilatory,  that  unless  they  be  reminded  of  it  again,  they  will  go  on  from 
week  to  week  postponing.  . , „ T 

The  state  of  the  clothing  is  absolutely  scandalous.  The  boys  are  in  tatters.  1 
spoke  about  this  when  I was  at  Trim  some  months  since.  Nothing  has  been 
done  since. 

There  is  no  supply  of  bedding ; and  one  of  the  reasons  why  they  said  they 
could  not  take  in  any  more  persons  into  the  house  was,  because  there  was  neither 
clothing  nor  bedding  to  give  them  when  they  came  in. 

There  have  been  some  old  clothes  lost ; and  there  is  a large  heap  of  old  clothes 
in  one  of  the  idiot  wards,  but  the  Guardians  are  afraid  to  go  near  them  to  cast 
them,  from  dread  of  infection  in  them.  They  allowed  the  clothing  to  be  so 
thoroughly  worn  out,  that  they  themselves  say  they  are  such  rags  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  count  them.  ‘They  know  that  they  ought  to  ascertain  the.  de- 
ficiencies, as  there  is  a note  by  the  auditor  in  the  Clothing  Book  upon  the  subject, 
saying  that  the  late  master  should  be  obliged  to  pay  for  losses ; so  that  they  are 
neither  casting  the  old  clothes,  ascertaining  the  deficiencies,  nor  getting  new. 

I think  that  the  Guardians  of  Trim  Union  are  not  equal  to  perform  the  duties 
of  Guardians  of  the  poor. 


<C.) 


(D.) 


<E.) 


Extracts  from  Minutes  of  Boards  of  Guardians : — January  1,  1848. 

The  Guardians  have  not  as  yet  passed  a resolution  respecting  the  deficiency 
in  clothing  and  provisions.  _ . 

Read  a letter  from  the  Commissioners,  in  reply  to  the  Guardians’  application 
for  an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief. 

Moved  by  Mr  Drake,  seconded  by  Mr.  Jones, — That  an  order  empowering  the 
Guardians  to  give  out-door  relief  be  applied  for ; and  that  the  clerk  be  directed  to 
advertise  for  overseers  to  superintend  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  able-bodied, 
under  the  Commissioners’  order ; salary  not  to  exceed  10s.  per  week.  And  that  a 
notice  be  attached  to  the  advertisement,  stating  that  able-bodied  persons  who  will 
receive  out-door  relief,  are  to  be  employed  breaking  stones  for  eight  hours  per  day. 
— Carried  unanimously. 

Ordered, — That  an  advertisement  be  issued  for  proposals  for  erecting  a shed  to 
accommodate  100  persons;  also,  for  erecting  galleries  in  the  dormitories  of  the 
workhouse.  Tenders  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  this  day  week. 

The  relieving  officers  submitted  their  books  for  examination.  The  following 
sums  were  expended  for  out-maintenance  in  the  several  electoral  divisions : — 


Gallon 
Galtrine  . 
Kilcool  * 
Trim 
Laracor 
Rathmolyon 


£.  f.  d. 
2 1 4 

2 13  0i 

3 19  6£ 

6 18  11£ 
2 11  0i 
1 8 4 


Rathcore  . 
Killyon  . 
Kildalky  . 
Athboy  . 


£.  s.  d. 
.355 
. 2 2 5£ 
. 3 13  9 
.5  8 0! 


34  1 11£ 


Provisional  admissions  into  the  workhouse,  and  applications  for  admissions, 
were  considered  and  decided  on,  as  set  forth  in  the  Application  and  Report  Book. 


The  number  of  provisional  admissions  confirmed  was  . 17 

Ditto,  disallowed . 1 

The  number  of  applicants  admitted  was  ...  8 

Ditto  rejected  . 1 


Captain  Huband  to  the  Commissioners  January  3,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Trim  Union,  on  Saturday  the  1st  instant,  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  if  the  state  of  the  workhouse  was  such  as  to  render  an  order 
authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  absolutely  indispensable. 

The  Guardians  did  not  proceed  to  business  until  two  o’clock,  the  number  neces- 
sary to  form  a Board  not  having  arrived  until  that  hour.  The  Guardians  of  this 
Union  never  commence  business  before  one  o’clock ; and  I am  informed  by  the 
clerk  that  the  usual  time  is  nearer  to  two  o’clock,  p.m. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  129 

I brought  the  business  upon  which  I was  instructed  by  you  before  them  ; and 
it  was  not  until  after  six  o’clock,  p.m.,  that  I could  induce  them  to  come  to  any 
resolution  oi  any  kind.  Finally,  they  resolved  to  persist  in  their  design  of 
affording  relief  to  the  able-bodied  out  of  the  workhouse,  and  to  again  apply  to  you 
for  a “ Sealed  Order.” 

Mr.  Disney  was  the  only  Guardian  who  was  in  favour  of  postponing  the  con- 
sideration of  the  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  until  a full  meeting  was  called 
upon  the  next  Board  day.  You  will  observe  that  there  were  but  five  Guardians 
present  at  the  meeting  when  the  resolution  calling  for  your  order  was  passed.  I 
think  that  there  were  about  eight  present  on  Saturday  last. 

By  reference  to  minutes  of  proceedings  on  the  29th  of  December  last,  you  will 
see  that  an  offer  of  a house  in  Trim  for  the  use  of  the  children  was  made  to  the 
Guardians.  I brought  this  matter  before  them,  but  they  made  all  kinds  of 
frivolous  excuses  to  avoid  taking  this  house.  But  the  real  reason,  in  my  opinion, 
why  they  did  not  resolve  to  accept  the  offer  of  this  house  was,  because  they  knew 
that  it  would  stop  the  issue  of  your  sealed  order  to  relieve  the  able-bodied  out  of 
the  workhouse.  The  Guardians  made  no  secret  of  their  opinion,  that  if  there  was 
room  in  the  workhouse,  the  able-bodied  applying  for  relief  would  refuse  to  accept 
relief  therein  ; and  they  said,  that  they  considered  it  a great  hardship  to  ask  a 
poor  man  to  leave  his  house  and  go  into  a workhouse,  and  that  such  a measure,  if 
enforced,  would  only  tend  to  make  permanent  paupers. 

There  was  a crowd  of  able-bodied  persons  who  got  into  the  hall,  and  burst  into 
the  Board  room  several  times  during  the  meeting.  The  spokesman  of  this  mob 
was  a well-dressed,  comfortable,  well-fed,  intelligent  looking  man. 

I brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  the  easy  manner  in  which  they  could 
(even  before  it  were  possible  to  get  an  order  from  you  from  Dublin),  make  room 
in  their  workhouse  so  as  to  have  accommodation  far  beyond  what  was  at  all  likely 
to  be  required.  I wanted  them  to  test  a few  of  the  persons  who  (at  the  time  I was 
addressing  them),  were  on  the  stairs  leading  up  to  their  Board  room,  but  this  they 
refused  to  do.  They  said  that  they  had  no  clothes  to  put  on  them.  The  master 
said  he  could  take  in  20  persons,  but  the  Guardians  would  not  listen  to  it.  Out- 
door relief  to  the  able-bodied  they  were  resolved  to  have  ; and  equally  resolved 
not  to.  do  anything  which  would  throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  doing  so,  by 
diminishing  the  numbers  in  the  house  or  testing  the  able-bodied  applicants. 

I wish,  gentlemen,  to  bring  to  your  notice  these  facts  which  are  worthy  of  atten- 
tion. This  Board  of  Guardians  neglects  to  provide  bedding  and  clothing  for  the  use 
of  their  workhouse ; and  by  their  own  default  reduce  themselves  to  the  necessity 
of  refusing  to  admit  applicants,  because  they  have  neither  bedding  nor  clothing  to 
give  them  should  they  come  in.  They  apply  to  you  to  issue  an  order  to  give  out- 
door relief  to  the  able-bodied,  on  the  plea  of  the  extreme  destitution  of  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  Union ; yet  they  neglect  and  refuse  to  take  the  most  easy  and  obvious 
steps  to  afford  relief  to  as  many  persons  as  their  establishment  could  easily  support. 
They  get  an  offer  of  a building  to  put  out  the  children,  and  refuse  to  avail  them- 
selves of  it,  on  the  plea  that  it  would  endanger  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Trim,  if  these  children  should  by  any  chance  get  fever  (and  in  this  opinion  they 
are  backed  by  the  workhouse  medical  officer) ; but  at  the  same  time  that  they 
reject  the  offer  of  the  house  in  Trim  upon  what  I consider  the  most  frivolous 
grounds,  they  do  not  contemplate  using  any  efforts  to  get  any  other  place  to  put 
the  children  into. 

.The  Guardians  did  not  take  any  step  whatever  to  act  upon  the  suggestions  con- 
tained in  your  letter  to  them,  dated  31st  of  December,  though  I endeavoured  to  fix 
their  attention  upon  the  veiy  many  ways  in  which  room  could  be  forthwith  made 
in  their  workhouse. 

The  Guardians  of  Trim  assembled  on  Saturday  last,  confessed  that  they  had 
been  very  negligent  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  said  that  they  ought  to  be 
dissolved,  and  a paid  Board  substituted  in  their  place.  I am  not  an  advocate  for 
paid  Boards  of  Guardians,  inasmuch  as  I think  it  useful  to  accustom  the  gentlemen 
of  this  country  to  business  and  regularity,  and  to  give  them  that  opportunity  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  persons  and  wants  of  the  poor  in  their  respective 
neighbourhoods,  which  can  best  be  effected  by  their  attendance  at  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  their  Unions.  But  I cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  this  fact,  that  if  the 
Board  of  Trim  had  been  composed  of  paid  Guardians,  that  there  would  be,  on  this 
night,  vacancies  for  a couple  of  hundred  persons  in  the  Trim  workhouse ; and 
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that  there  would  not  be,  as  there  now  is,  a deficiency  in  the  bedding  and  clothing 
of  that  establishment. 

You  will  see  on  the  receipt  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  day’s  meeting,  another 
resolution,  calling  upon  you  to  issue  a sealed  order  for  the  relief  out  of  doors  of 
the  able-bodied. 

I do  not  oppose  the  issue  of  such  an  order;  not  because  I consider  that  it  could 
not  have  been  avoided,  but  because  1 fear  that,  whilst  the  Guardians  neglect 
their  duty  in  providing  room  in  their  workhouse,  it  might  so  happen  that  some 
really  destitute  poor  person  might  suffer,  being  relieved  neither  inside  nor  outside 
the  workhouse. 

That  tile  Guardians  could  admit  persons  on  an  emergency  is  evident,  as  there  is 
accommodation  for  20  persons  in  the  idiot  wards,  which  are,  at  present,  totally 
unoccupied.  But  when  I suggested  that,  what  with  the  20  vacancies  the  master 
reported  he  had,  and  the  20  in  the  idiot  wards,  which  I saw  in  going  round  the 
house,  making  a total  of  40,  the  Guardians  could  test  the  wants  of  the  persons 
crowding  the  hall  and  stairs  of  the  Board-room,  they  refused  positively  to  put  the 
test,  and  were  quite  delighted,  when  one  of  their  body  reminded  them,  that  you  had 
issued  a sealed  order  to  restrict  the  numbers  to  be  admitted  to  the  workhouse,  a fact 
which  they  had  forgotten  until  then,  as  well  as  I had  myself. 


Observations  of  Captain  Huband  on  Guardians’  Minutes  of  1st  January: — 
January  5,  1848. 

(C.)  I mentioned,  in  my  report,  the  state  of  the  clothing  in  this  workhouse  ; 
the  Guardians  promised  to  bestir  themselves  and  get  clothing,  &c. ; I said  all 
I could  to  them  on  the  subject  of  their  neglect. 

(D.) — There  appeared  in  the  newspapers  an  order  to  some  Union,  where  out-door 
relief  was  permitted,  wherein  the  labour  expected  to  be  done  by  the  able-bodied 
was  detailed.  The  Guardians  asked  me  if  the  same  would  be  required,  in  case 
that  they  got  a sealed  order  : I told  them  that  it  would.  Some  of  the  Guardians 
who  did  not  approve  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  although  they  voted  to 
ask  for  the  order,  suggested  that  if  they  let  the  people  know  that  they  should  be 
required  to  work,  that  it  would  prevent  their  applications  for  relief,  and  this  reso- 
tion  was  passed  with  that  view. 

This  resolution  (E)  was  passed  after  I left  the  Board:  I did  not  leave  until 
a quarter  past  six  o’clock,  when  all  business  appeared  to  be  over,  as  the  Guardians 
went  away  to  speak  to  the  persons  who  were  crowding  the  halls.  I wanted 
this  resolution  to  be  passed  in  the  first  instance,  but  no  one  would  second  it 
though  it  was  proposed.  The  Guardians  insisted  upon  passing  resolution  D. 
Having  passed  that,  and  I having  gone  away,  I think  that  they  passed  this  last 
resolution  to  save  appearances,  as  I spoke  to  them  pretty  plainly  about  their 
refusing  to  do  anything  towards  avoiding  the  necessity  of  out-door  relief. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Trim  Union: — January  7,  184S. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  minutes  of  proceedings 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Trim  Union  on  the  1st  instant,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  Guardians  again  call  upon  the  Commissioners  to  issue  an  order 
authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  in  the  Union,  while,  notwith- 
standing the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  the  Guardians  took  no 
measures  for  obtaining  additional  workhouse  accommodation,  or  for  giving  out-door 
relief  to  any  of  the  pauper  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  to  whom  such  relief  may 
legally  be  afforded  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act. 

The  Commissioners  have  likewise  received  a report  from  their  Inspector, 
Captain  Huband,  who  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the 
1st  instant.  From  his  report  it  appears,  that  there  were  comparatively  few 
Guardians  present ; that  they  did  not  proceed  to  business  till  two  o’clock  p.m.  ; 
and  that  it  was  not  until  after  six  o'clock  p.m.  that  he  could  induce  the  Guardians 
to  come  to  any  resolution  of  any  kind.  Captain  Huband  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Guardians  the  easy  manner  in  which  they  could  make  room  in  the 
workhouse,  so  that  they  might  have  accommodation  far  beyond  what  was  at  all 
likely  to  be  required,  and  he  urged  them  to  test  a few  of  the  applicants  who  were 
at  the  time  on  the  stairs  leading  up  to  the  Board-room.  This,  however,  Captain 
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Huband  states  that  the  Guardians  refused  to  do,  on  the  plea  that  they  had  no 
clothes  to  put  on  them,  and  although  the  master  said  he  could  admit  20  persons 
the  Guardians  would  -not  listen  to  the  proposition ; that  they  were  resolved  to 
have  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  and  equally  resolved  not  to  do  anything 
which  would  throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  by  diminishing  the  numbers  in 
the  workhouse,  or  by  testing  the  able-bodied  applicants. 

Thus,  the  course  adopted  by  the  Guardians  appears  to  have  been  this : they 
neglected  to  provide  sufficient  clothing  for  the  use  of  their  workhouse,  and,  by 
their  own  default,  reduced  themselves  to  the  supposed  necessity  of  refusing  to 
admit  applicant  because  there  was  no  clothing  for  them  on  their  admission. 
They  then  applied  to  the  Commissioners  for  an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief 
to  the  able-bodied,  while  they  omitted  to  take  the  most  obvious  steps  to  have 
room  at  their  disposal  in  the  workhouse,  by  giving  out-door  relief  to  the  classes 
entitled  to  such  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  above 
adverted  to. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Guardians 
have  failed  to  discharge  their  duties  duly  and  effectually  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts;  and,  in  order  to  protect  the  rate-payers  of  the 
Union  from  the  heavy  burden  which  will  be  thrown  upon  them  if  the  present 
system  of  managing  their  affairs  is  permitted  to  continue,  the  Commissioners  have 
determined  lo  dissolve  the  Trim  Board  of  Guardians. 

A formal  order  for  its  dissolution  is  herewith  transmitted  accordingly,  and  the 
Commissioners  will  proceed,  without  delay,  to  appoint  paid  officers  to  administer 
relief  to  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Trim  Union,  in  accordance  with  the  intentions  of 
the  Legislature. 


Minutes  of  late  Guardians  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  :• — 
January  S,  1848. 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  held  on  Saturday,  January  8, 
1848,  Samuel  Winter,  Esq.  in  the  Chair: — other  Guardians — Mr.  Fowler, 
Mr.  Alley,  Mr.  Gorey,  Mr.  Jelus,  Mr.  Hannon,  Mr.  Conolly,  Mr.  Disney, 
Mr.  Hope,  Mr.  Jervis,  Mr.  Ryme,  Mr.  Murphy,  Mr.  Dunne. 

The  Minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  signed. 

The  clerk  laid  before  the  Guardians  an  order  ol'  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
dissolving  the  Board. 

The  clerk  read  a letter  from  the  Commissioners,  stating  their  reasons  fordis- 
solving  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  late  Guardians  passed  a resolution  which  is  forwarded  herewith. 

Enclosure  : — Resolution  received  icith  foregoing. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Maher,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dunne : — 

The  order  for  the  dissolution  of  this  Board,  which  we  have  now  read,  has  filled  us 
with  no  less  surprise  than  dissatisfaction.  The  reasons  which  you  allege  for  this  measure  are 
equally  untenable.  Connected  with  this  locality  by  residence,  and  being,  for  the  most  part,  the 
most  extensive  landholders  in  our  respective  districts,  we  have  no  hesitation  to  state,  that  we 
must  be  the  best  acquainted  with  the  wants  of  the  poor  on  the  one  hand,  and  have  the  strongest 
motive  on  the  other  to  economise  and  justly  dispose  of  the  public  rates  ; nor  can  we  perceive 
how  paid  Guardians  will  remedy  the  evils  which  you  complain  of.  We,  therefore,  cannot 
separate  without  recording  this  our  strong  and  unanimous  protest  against  your  summary  pro- 
ceeding, and  that  the  Guardians  are  prepared  to  prove  the  charges  preferred  against  them  are 
unfounded,  and  request  an  investigation. 


Observations  of  Captain  Huband  on  foregoing  Minutes  of  January  8,  184S 
January  12,  184S. 

The  Guardians  of  the  Trim  Union  will  find  it  no  easy  matter  to  get  over 
their  having  neglected  to  follow  the  advice  given  to  them  by  the  Commissioners,  so 
early  as  the  26th  of  August,  vide  Circular  (page  123).  Again  they  were  warned  to 
lay  in  a stock  of  bedding  or  clothing  by  Circular  dated  1 1th  of  October,  1847 ; yet 
on  the  face  of  their  Minutes  of  the  last  three  or  four  meetings,  the  clerk  noted 
that  they  had  neglected,  even  to  this  late  period,  to  order  the  necessary  supplies. 
Now  the  paid  Guardians  will  remedy  these  evils,  though  the  Guardians  say 
they  do  not  see  how.  No  investigation  which  could  be  entered  upon  can  clear 
the  Guardians,  in  respect  of  the  reasons  given  by  the  Commissioners  for  their 
dissolution. 
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Circular  above  referred  to,  sent  to  the  Trim  Board  of  Guardians  in  October,  1847,  as  to 
supply  of  Clothing,  &c. 

Poor  Laic  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

Sir,  October  11,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland 
desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  necessity  and  importance  of 
promptly  bringing  under  review  the  subject  of  their  contracts  for  provisions  and  other  supplies, 
and  the  present  state  of  their  stocks  of  bedding  and  clothing,  so  as  to  be  prepared  in  due  time 
for  any  accession  to  the  number  of  inmates  which  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Union 
render  probable. 

The  Commissioners  urgently  desire  and  call  upon  the  Guardians,  in  making  such  prepara- 
tions, to  base  their  estimates  on  the  assumption  that  the  whole  accommodation  which  the 
workhouse  affords  will  be  placed  in  requisition. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  has,  in  numerous  instances,  shown  the  serious  results  which 
arise  from  the  Guardians  undertaking  to  relieve  in  the  workhouse  destitute  persons  for  whom 
they  are  not  prepared  with  supplies  of  clothing  and  bedding.  The  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
however,  called  the  special  attention  of  Boards  of  Guardians  to  the  subject  last  year  before 
the  distress  commenced,  and  the  Commissioners  deem  it  their  duty  to  bring  the  subject  again 
under  the  notice  of  Boards  of  Guardians  at  the  present  time. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

To  the  Clerlt  to  the  Guardians  W.  Stanley,  Secretary, 

of  Trim  Union. 


Dr.  Waddy  and  Mr.  Griffiths,  Vice-Guardians,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 
January  14,  1848. 

We  are  proceeding;  with  all  despatch  to  put  ourselves  in  possession  of  the 
state  of  affairs  in  the  Union,  to  enable  us  to  make  a report  thereon,  as  required. 
But  we  are  anxious  to  bring  under  the  immediate  notice  of  the  Commissioners  the 
following  facts. 

In  going  through  the  registry,  which  we  have  carefully  examined  from  begin- 
ning to  end,  we  find  that  there  are  at  present  in  the  workhouse  about  70  children 
under  the  age  of  15,  whose  parents  have  either  been  discharged  without  them,  or 
who  never  nave  been  admitted ; and  it  has  occurred  to  us  to  be  advisable  to  insti- 
tute proceedings  against  the  parents  legally  liable  under  1 & 2 Viet.  cap.  56, 
sec.  58,  with  the  hope  that  it  will  have  the  effect  of  having  the  children  removed, 
and  thus  making  room  in  the  workkouse ; but  we  shall  defer  commencing  pro- 
ceedings until  we  shall  have  received  your  approval. 

We  regret  to  state  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  is  obliged  to  leave  us  to-morrow, 
for  a few  days,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  his  father,  information  of  which  he 
received  this  day. 

We  beg  to  add  that  there  are  tenders  before  us  for  erecting  sleeping  galleries 
in  the  dormitories.  We  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  whether  the  Commissioners 
approve  of  this  system  of  increasing  the  accommodation. 

We  are  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  procure  a house  for  the  boys,  in  the  town ; hut 
in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  agent  of  the  property,  we  have  not  been  able 
as  yet  to  conclude  the  bargain. 


The  Commissioners  to  tbe  Vice-Guardians: — January  19,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings  against  parents  not  in 
the  workhouse,  but  whose  children  are  maintained  therein,  I am  to  state  that  the 
Commissioners  see  no  objection  to  such  proceedings  being  taken,  in  cases  in  which 
parties  able  to  maintain  their  children  have  left  them  to  be  maintained  by  the 
Union;  the  cases  most  proper  for  examples  being  selected  in  the  first  instance. 

I am  at  the  same  time,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  2nd  section  of  the  Vagrant 
Act,  10  & 11  Viet.  e.  84,  which  enacts,  that  every  person  who  shall  desert  or 
wilfully  neglect  to  maintain  his  wife  or  any  child  whom  he  may  be  liable  to  main- 
tain, so  that  such  wife  or  child  shall  become  destitute  and  be  relieved  in  or  out  of 
the  workhouse,  is  liable  to  three  months’  imprisonment. 

As  regards  tbe  erection  of  sleeping  galleries  in  the  dormitories,  I am  to  state 
that  the  Commissioners  do  not  object  to  sleeping  galleries  being  erected,  provided 
that  too  many  persons  are  not  brought  into  one  dormitory,  reference  being  had  to 
the  cubical  contents  of  the  apartment ; and  the  medical  officer’s  opinion  on  this 
point  should  be  ascertained. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  17,  1848. 

Immediately  on  our  arrival  in  the  Union,  on  the  12th  instant,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  inspect  the  workhouse  and  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  Union. 

In  reference  to  the  latter  point,  we  regret  we  have  not  been  able,  as  yet,  to 
procure  as  much  minute  information  as  would  be  desirable,  in  consequence  of  the 
absence  of  the  clerk ; but  as  far  as  we  could  inform  ourselves  on  this  head  in  his 
absence,  we  have  ascertained  that  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  amounted, 
on  the  1st  of  January,  to  2703/.  5s.  5d. ; that  on  that  day  cheques  to  the  amount 
of  208/.  10$.  9 d.  were  drawn  in  favour  of  tradespeople,  &c.,  and  to  the  amount  of 
34/.  Is  1 14cZ.  in  favour  of  the  relieving  officers;  and  that  the  liabilities  of  the 
Union  amounted  to  about  800/. ; that  the  sum  of  2(55/.  13s.  9 d.  had  been  lodged 
to  the  credit  of  the  Union  in  the  previous  week,  and  that  there  were  outstanding 
arrears,  uncollected  by  the  collectors,  to  the  amount  of  767/.  15s.  In  reference 
to  the  latter  sum,  we  have  not  as  yet  had  the  collectors  before  us,  and  therefore 
cannot  say  how  much  of  it  has  since  been  collected ; we  shall,  however,  lose  no 
time  in  making  further  inquiries  on  this  head. 

The  number  of  paupers  in  the  house  during  the  last  week  was  531,  of  whom 
330  were  children  ; and  of  the  latter  we  have  ascertained  that  70  were  the  chil- 
dren of  parents  who  either  never  had  been  admitted,  or  who  had  been  discharged. 

On  examining  the  workhouse,  we  found  it  to  be  tolerably  well  kept ; the  prin- 
cipal faults  to  which  it  appeared  necessary  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  officers  of 
the  establishment  were,  the  state  of  the  men’s  day-room,  the  infirm  male  ward  in 
the  house,  and  the  male  chronic  and  female  acute  wards  in  the  hospital,  for  want  of 
due  cleanliness,  as  also  the  absence  of  sufficient  strictness  in  enforcing  the  dietary 
regulations,  having  observed  several  instances  of  paupers,  without  any  apparent 
necessity,  being  permitted  to  take  their  meals  out  of  the  dining-hall.  "VVe  observed 
also  that  the  windows  of  the  workhouse  were  in  bad  repair,  in  some  of  them  several 
panes  being  broken,  and  in  four  of  them  a half  sash  being  wanted,  through  one  of 
which  in  the  hall  of  the  men's  day-room,  the  master  informs  us,  boys  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  passing  by  night  and  absconding.  We  have  directed  that  these  should 
be  at  once  repaired.  The  yards  also  appear  much  in  want  of  being  gravelled. 

The  clothing  of  the  paupers  is  bad  in  quality  and  deficient  in  quantity,  there 
being  only,  at  present,  24  pair  of  repaired  trowsers,  and  4 pair  of  unrepaired  jackets 
in  the  store-room  for  boys,  and  none  whatever  for  adults,  the  supply  for  the  latter 
being  so  deficient  that  the  master  has  been  unable  to  provide  clothing  for  some  of 
those  lately  admitted ; and  we  have  been  informed  by  the  medical  officer,  that  he 
has  been  obliged  to  retain  in  the  hospital  convalescent  patients,  from  the  actual 
inability  of  procuring  a change  of  clothing  previous  to  their  re-entering  the  house ; 
and  it  may  be  well  to  observe  here,  that  he  has  suggested  it  as  advisable,  that  a 
separate  set  of  clothing  should  be  supplied  to  the  hospital,  distinct  from  that  of  the 
house.  We  beg  to  add,  that  there  appears  to  be  a quantity  of  old  worn-out 
clothing,  which,  however,  has  never  been  condemned,  but  which  it  will  be  almost 
impossible  to  count,  or  to  say  what  articles  they  were,  they  are  in  such  a tattered 
condition. 

Saturday  being  the  ordinary  Board  day,  the  relieving  officers  were  before  us ; 
they  are  seven  in  number,  and  are  apparently  efficient.  With  some  trifling  mis- 
takes arising  from  their  unacquaintance  with  the  forms,  their  books  were  correctly 
kept;  some  cases  of  able-bodied  widows  with  only  one  child  had  been  entred  on 
them,  and  had  received  relief,  which  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  check,  directing  the 
officer  to  offer  them  admittance  to  the  workhouse  if  they  required  relief.  From 
some  mistaken  instruction,  the  relieving  officer  of  Athboy  had  entered  a consider- 
able number  of  able-bodied  labourers,  whom  we  refused  as  a matter  of  course. 
The  out-door  relief  register  has  not  been  written  up  to  the  last  date.  The  amount 
of  out-door  relief  given  in  this  Union  consists  of  1 lb.  of  oatmeal  to  each  adult  per 
diem,  and  lb.  to  each  pauper  from  15  years  down  to  1 year.  We  have  to 
remark  here,  that  no  contracts  have  been  entered  into  for  the  supply  of  meal,  the 
price  of  which  frequently  varying  makes  it  impossible  to  know  beforehand  accu- 
rately what  the  money  value  of  the  relief  ordered  will  amount  to. 

Pursuant  to  the  instructions  of  the  Commissioners,  we  are  removing  from  the 
house  all  those  who  would  be  entitled  to  out-door  relief,  under  the  1 st  section,  who 
have  any  friends  outside,  or  who  can  be  safely  removed  ; the  number  of  those 
already  removed  amounts  as  yet  only  to  35,  but  we  are  in  hopes  of  further  relieving 
the  house  before  next  Saturday. 


Trim  Union. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians:— January  20,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  finances  of  the  Union,  I am  to  call. your  attention  to  the 
expediency  of  making  early  preparation  for  a further  rate. 

The  Commissioners  also  request  that  you  will  take  all  necessary  steps  for  pro- 
curing an  adequate  supply  ol  clothing  for  the  paupers,  as  well  as  for  keeping  the 
workhouse  in  a proper  state. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — Jammy  19,  1848. 

We  have  failed  in  concluding  a bargain  for  the  house  for  the  children,  to 
which  we  referred  in  our  communication  of  the  14th  instant,  the  proprietor  having- 
declined  letting  it,  except  under  lease. 

We  have  examined  other  houses  since  our  arrival,  only  one  of  which  we  con- 
sider in  every  way  suited  for  the  purpose  required,  it  being  in  a clear  open 
position,  having  good  accommodation  for  cooking,  &c.,  in  perfect  repair,  and  fit 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  children  at  a moment’s  warning.  There  is  also  a 
pump,  with  excellent  water,  on  the  premises,  which  we  consider  of  great  im- 
portance. We  would  not  hesitate  to  take  the  premises,  but  that  we  consider  the 
terms  rather  high;  and  we  therefore  forward  the  proposal  for  the  approval  or 
otherwise  of  the  Commissioners,  merely  adding,  that  the  gentleman  in  possession 
will  not  take  less  than  the  entire  sum  demanded,  viz.  60/.,  even  though  the  premises 
should  be  taken  for  a shoiter  period  than  the  term  offered.  If  we  were  favoured 
with  an  answer  before  Saturday,  we  would  be  enabled  (if  the  terms  are  approved 
of)  to  remove  the  children  instanter,  aud  thus  have  further  accommodation  for  the 
able-bodied. 


Enclosure. 

Gentlemen,  Trim,  January  19,  1848. 

I BEG  leave  to  inform  the  Board  of  Guardians  that  I have  a house  in  the  town  of  Trim 
for  disposal,  with  very  extensive  and  well-secured  rere,  good  offices,  in  perfect  habitable  order, 
in  a very  healthful  position,  and  capable  of  accommodating  near  200  children;  and  that  the 
said  house  having  been  found  on  inspection  to  answer  the  purposes  required  by  you,  I would  be 
willing  to  give  you  possession  of  the  premises  until  1st  November  next  for  the  sum  of  60/. ; 
provided  that  the  said  premises  be  given  up  to  me  in  the  same  order  in  which  they  are  at. 
present  m,  and  that  any  injury  to  the  premises,  by  fire  or  otherwise,  be  made  good  accord- 
ingly. ° 

N.B.  There  is  a large  boiler  in  the  kitchen. 


The  Vice- Guardians,  Trim  Union. 


I have,  &c. 

Jones  Lamprey. 


The  Commissions  to  the  Vice -Guardians  -.—January  20,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  express  their  approval  of  your 
taking  the  house  in  question,  if  you  are  unable  to  obtain  suitable  premises  on 
more  favourable  terms. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  24,  1848. 

We  have  to  report  that  on  Friday  we  concluded  the  bargain  with  Dr. 
Lamprey,  relative  to  the  house  for  the  pauper  children.  Finding,  on  more 
exact  measurement,  that  the  premises  in  their  present  state,  would  not  accom- 
modate more  than  140  children,  instead  of  200,  as  stated  by  Dr.  Lamprey,  we. 
declined  giving  him  the  full  amount  demanded  by  him,  viz.,  60/.,  and  it  was 
finally  agreed  between  us  that  we  should  pay  him  52/.  10s.  for  the  use  and 
occupation  of  the  premises  up  to  1st  November  next.  The  premises  include  a 
garden,  containing  a rood  of  ground,  besides  sufficient  play-ground  for  the 
children.  We  send  herewith  a copy  of  the  agreement.  We  consider  the  house 
m every  way  suited  for  our  object,  and  no  other  that  we  could  procure  in  the 
town  approximated  to  it ; but  we  regret  to  say  that  the  agent  of  Dr.  Lamprey’s 
lessor  has  taken  up  the  idea  that  the  introducing  paupers  into  the  house  would 
•deteriorate  its  value,  as  well  as  the  value  of  other  houses,  in  the  neighbourhood, 
iias  sewed  us  with  a notice,  a copy  of  which  we  send  herewith.  In 
addition  to  this,  although  Dr.  Lamprey  gave  formal  possession  of  the  premises 
•to  the  master  on  Saturday,  at  the  same  time  getting  permission  to  leave  in  till 
this  day  (Monday),  a man  and  his  wife  who  had  worked  for  him,  the  persons 
who  were  m by  permission,  got  assistance,  and  assaulted  and  forcibly  ejected 
the  pauper  to  whom  the  master  had,  on  Dr.  Lamprey  leaving  for  Dublin,  given 
over  possession.  ° 
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On  hearing  this,  we  went  to  the  premises  this  morning  and  demanded 
possession,  but  were  refused ; the  persons  referred  to  averring  that  they  held 
possession  for  Dr.  Lamprey,  although  they  were  present  when  he  formally 
handed  over  the  possession  to  the  master  of  the  workhouse.  We  strongly 
suspect  that  they  have  keen  instigated  to  this  act  by  a Mr.  Mooney,  who  is  the 
agent  of  the  lessor,  and  has  expressed  himself  very  strongly  on  the  subject ; 
he  is  the  petty  sessions  cleric.  Under  the  circumstances,  we  thought  it  most 
prudent  not  to  force  an  entry,  although  we  conceive  we  should  have  been 
justified  in  so  doing,  but  we  have  sent  the  master  and  the  man  assaulted  to  swear 
informations,  a copy  of  which  we  shall  forward  as  soon  as  they  have  been  sworn, 
and  shall  request  advice  as  to  how  we  shall  proceed.  The  delay  in  getting 
possession  of  the  house,  which  will  be  caused  by  this  unpleasant  affair,  is  unfor- 
tunate, but  the  workhouse  is  still  unfilled,  and  the  master  states  he  can  accom- 
modate 50  more  than  are  in  it  at  present.  There  are  only  502  persons  inthe 
house  this  day,  which  is  29  less  than  its  full  ordinary  number. 

In  reference  to  the  erecting  of  galleries  over  the  dormitories,  the  medical 
officer  has  stated  strongly  his  objections  to  them,  as  will  be  set  forth  on  the 
minutes. 

We  are  happy  to  state  that  wre  have  been  informed  this  day  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Butler,  that  probably  the  temporary  fever  sheds  for  this  district  will  be  closed 
during  the  current  week. 

We  have  appointed  this  day  to  investigate  the  financial  state  of  the  Union, 
but  we  shall  not  be  in  time  to  include  the  results  in  this  report. 

In  reference  to  relieving  the  house  of  the  infirm,  and  widows  with  two 
children,  &c.,  we  have  constantly  turned  our  attention  to  the  subject ; but  a 
difficulty  has  in  one  or  two  instances  occurred,  owing  to  the  infirm  paupers 
having  no  clothes  of  their  own.  We  should  be  glad  to  know  whether,  in  a 
case  of  this  kind,  the  Commissioners  would  approve  of  our  giving  a small  sum 
of  money  to  procure  clothing.  The  number  discharged  during  the  last  week, 
including  38  children,  amounted  to  59. 

P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  the  master  has  returned,  and  states  that  the 
magistrate  has  issued  a summons  against  the  parties  to  cause  their  appearance 
at  sessions  next  Saturday. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  28,  1848. 

In  respect  to  your  inquiry  whether  in  case  of  paupers  being  discharged 
from  the  workhouse,  who  have  no  clothes  of  their  own,  the  Commissioners  would 
approve  of  giving  a small  sum  of  money  to  these  persons  to  procure  clothing,  I 
am  directed  to  state  that  you  may  legally  purchase  clothing,  and  give  it  as  out- 
door relief,  administered  to  persons  relievable  under  section  1 of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Extension  Act ; but  the  Commissioners  would  not  advise  the  placing  of  a 
sum  of  money  for  such  a purpose  in  the  hands  of  a person  receiving  out-door 
relief. 


The  Clerk  of  the  Union  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  27,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Trim  Union  to  forward,  for 
your  information,  a copy  of  a letter  which  the  Guardians  have  received  from 
Lambert  Disney  and  William  Hopkins,  Esqrs.,  J.Ps.,  relative  to  the  state  of 
the  poor  in  the  Athboy  electoral  division  of  this  Union,  and  I am  to  request 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  forward  your  reply  upon  the  subject  referred  to 
therein,  by  return  of  post. 

Enclosure. 

Messrs.  Disney  and  Hopkins  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — January  26,  184S. 

We  beg  to  inform  you  that  an  arrangement  was  entered  into  amongst  some  of  the 
proprietors  and  landowners  of  the  Athboy  electoral  division,  by  which  employment  was  found 
for  about  200  men.  This  arrangement  will  only  hold  good  to  the  end  of  this  week ; in  fact, 
some  of  the  parties  have  already  sent  home  the  men  allotted  to  them. 

We  therefore  beg  to  represent  to  you  the  absolute  necessity  which  exists  for  giving  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  the  electoral  division  of  Athboy  bn  Monday  next,  as  we  cannot 
answer  for  the  peace  of  the  neighbourhood  if  the  poor  are  left  unemployed,  unless  out-door 
relief  is  given  to  them. 


Trim  Union. 
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Captain  Huband  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  1,  1848. 

I received  from  you  a copy  of  a letter  dated  26th  January,  addressed 
by  Messrs.  Lambert  Disney  and  Hopkins,  magistrates  of  the  county  of  Meath, 
to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Trim  Union,  and  I have  now  the  honour  to  report 
to  you  that  I proceeded  to  Trim  on  yesterday  (Monday)  morning.  I should 
have  gone  on  Sunday  morning  had  not  the  snow  rendered  the  roads  impassable, 
as  I expected  to  find  the  discharged  labourers  from  Athboy  applying  for  relief 
at  the  workhouse  on  Monday,  the  day  upon  which  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Disney 
and  Hopkins  stated  out-door  relief  would  become  absolutely  necessary,  in  order 
to  save  the  peace  of  their  neighbourhood.  I was  therefore  anxious  that  no 
time  should  be  lost  by  you  in  issuing  your  “sealed  order,”  if  it  were  necessary 
to  do  so,  in  consequence  of  the  workhouse  of  the  Union  being  filled ; and  had  I 
found  that  such  was  the  case,  I intended  to  have  instantly  returned  to  Dublin 
and  acquainted  you  with  the  fact. 

However,  on  my  arrival  at  Trim,  I found  that  none  of  the  Athboy  people 
had  appeared  at  the  workhouse,  nor  did  they  do  so  during  the  remainder  of 
the  day. 

I made  minute  inquiries  into  the  state  of  the  workhouse  accommodation,  and 
I ascertained  that  there  were  vacancies  available  for  135  able-bodied  persons, 
calculating  without  reference  to  the  lunatic  wards,  and  according  to  your 
“ sealed  order.” 

I have  therefore  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  under  existing  circumstances, 
you  cannot  legally  issue  an  order  for  the  relief  of  able-bodied  persons  out  of 
the  workhouse,  under  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Extension  Act. 

I gave  instructions  to  the  Vice- Guardians  that  should  there  be,  in  the  course 
of  the  week,  sufficient  admissions  to  the  workhouse  to  fill  the  vacancies  at 
present  existing,  they  should  immediately  send  off  a special  messenger  to  Dublin 
to  acquaint  you  of  the  fact,  so  as  that  no  time  might  be  lost  in  enabling  you 
to  issue  your  sealed  order  for  the  relief  of  the  able-bodied,  in  case  it  became 
necessary. 

. P.S.  I beg  to  mention  that  the  able-bodied  labourers,  & c.,  of  the  town  and 
vicinity  of  Trim,  having  heard  that  I was  at  the  workhouse,  went  up  there  in  a 
large  body,  and  demanded  that  they  should  get  either  work  or  out-door  relief. 
The  Vice-Guardians  offered  to  take  into  the  workhouse  all  those  who  were 
willing  to  go  in  there,  hut  none  of  them  would  accept  the  offer. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — February  4,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  communication  of  27th  ultimo,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners’ reply  of  the  28th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  application  made  to  you  for 
out-door  relief  for  the  able-bodied  in  Athboy  division  of  Trim  Union,  I am 
directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  for  your  information,  that  they  have 
received  a. report  from  their  Inspector,  Captain  Huband,  on  the  subject,  from 
which  it  appears  that  there  was  at  the  time  of  his  visit  to  Trim,  on  Monday 
last,  considerable  space  in  the  workhouse  available  for  able-bodied  applicants, 
and  the  Commissioners,  therefore,  are  not  prepared  to  issue  an  order  to 
authorize  out-door  relief  to  such  applicants,  inasmuch  as  the  necessity  contem- 
plated by  sec.  2 of  10  Vic.,  c.  31,  has  not  yet  arisen. 
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Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Union. 

CARRICK-ON-SHANNON. 


Rev.  P . Dawson,  Parish  Priest  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 
November  14,  1847. 

I beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  the  state 
of  this  Union,  as  one  requiring  their  most  prompt  and  energetic  interference. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  call  to  their  recollection  the  deaths  in  this  workhouse 
during  last  winter,  or  to  remind  them  of  the  state  of  the  house  up  to  the  present 
time. 

I write  not  to  complain  of  the  past,  but  to  beg  that  the  Commissioners  will 
assist  in  saving  human  life,  which  is  perilled  to  a fearful  extent  at  present. 
There  were  more  than  200  applicants  for  admission  yesterday,  many  of  them 
evidently  starving ; not  one  could  be  admitted,  from  the  state  of  the  funds. 

The  Guardians  seem  determined  to  turn  over  a new  leaf  and  act  with  energy, 
but  whilst  their  new  collectors  are  arranging  books,  &c.,  &c.,  numbers  will  die 
of  starvation. 

This  town  must  especially  suffer,  as  the  destitute,  who  come  in  from  remote 
districts,  seeking  admission,  are  unable  to  return,  and  crawl  through  the  town 
begging,  or  die  by  the  way-sides.  I most  respectfully,  but  most  earnestly, 
pray  the  trifling  loan  sought  may  be  given  to  save  those  actually  starving,  and 
I would  request  an  order  might  be  issued  to  the  master  to  admit  those  poor 
from  remote  divisions  to  whom  I referred ; they  could  be  placed  on  their 
respective  electoral  divisions  the  next  Board  day. 


Reply  to  the  above: — November  18,  1847. 

The  whole  of  the  difficulty  now  existing  in  the  Union  has  been  pro- 
duced by  negligence  and  unfitness  in  the  collectors  employed  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  and  only  recently  superseded,  notwithstanding  that  the  Guardians 
have  been  frequently  urged  by  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors  to  have  proper  steps 
taken  for  collecting  the  rates.  However,  two  new  collectors  have  been  ap- 
pointed for  the  Union,  who  will,  it  is  hoped,  make  proper  exertions  to  collect 
the  large  arrear  of  rates,  amounting  to  3000/.,  and  the  Commissioners  have 
recommended  notice  of  their  appointment  to  be  given  by  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, with  a statement  of  the  circumstances  of  the  Union  and  condition  of  the 
poor,  requiring  prompt  payment  of  the  rates  due. 

The  Commissioners  cannot  recommend  a loan  to  be  made,  where  the  distress 
arises  from  want  of  proper  exertion,  as  in  this  case,  and  where  it  may  be  re- 
lieved speedily,  if  the  means  available  to  the  Guardians  be  promptly  used. 


Rev.  P.  Dawson  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  19,  1847. 

Your  communication  of  yesterday,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  14th  instant, 
grieved  and  disappointed,  but  did  not  much  surprise  me.  The  soul  harrowing 
details  of  last  winter  in  this  Union  were  passed  over.  I merely  stated,  “ that 
human  life  was  not  only  perilled,  but  actually  sacrificed,  to  an  awful  extent, 
already  this  season.”  The  Guardians,  on  whose  Board  I waited,  seemed  anxious 
to  do  (now  at  least)  all  in  their  power.  I merely  asked  an  advance  of  300/. 
to  meet  the  immediate  demands,  whilst  the  new  collectors  regulated’  their 
books,  &c.,  and  an  order  from  the  Commissioners,  that  the  actual  starving,  who 
crawl  to  the  workhouse,  should  be  admitted  at  once,  and  apportioned  to  their 
respective  divisions  on  the  next  Board-day,  and  not  have  them  left  (as  now) 
to  die  by  the  waysides.  The  Commissioners  coolly  reply,  that  the  present 
difficulty  arises  from  past  misconduct,  and  that  they  cannot  recommend  a loan, 
where  the  distress  arises  from  want  of  exertion.  Did  the  men  who  directed 
that  answrer  believe,  that  even  a British  House  of  Commons  "would  sanction 
such  conduct  ? Are  the  innocent,  whose  distress  arose  not  from  want  of 
exertion  on  their  part,  to  perish,  because  the  Guardians  were  remiss  last  year, 
and  because  the  Commissioners,  their  Inspectors,  and  their  Auditors,  neg- 
lected to  apply  a remedy,  which  they  alone  could  apply  ? The  Temporary 
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Relief  Act  last  year  might  palliate  the  management  of  the  Poor  Law ; but  this 
season,  it  is  the  only  hope  of  starving  thousands.  I therefore  again  ask  what 
I solicited  in  my  letter  of  the  14th,  and  beg:  to  add*  that  the  Commissioners 
are  accountable  to  God  for  the  lives  sacrificed  by  negligence,  at  which  they 
connived. 


Reply  to  the  above: — November  22,.  1847. 

The  Commissioners  beg  to  inform  you,  that  there  is  no  longer  a public 
fund  out  of  which  advances  can  now  be  made,  on  the  credit  of  the  Union 
rates,  for  the  support  of  the  destitute  poor;  and  that  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union  should  not  require  such  temporary  aid  more  than  others  surrounding.it, 
to  none  of  which  similar  advances  are  made. 

Instead  of  appealing  for  loans  which  cannot  be  advanced,  the  Guardians  will, 
it  is  hoped,  press  for  the  payment  of  rates  due  to  the  Union  ; and  the  Commis- 
sioners feel  assured,  that  if  the  rate-payers  be  made  aware  of  the  true  state  of 
the  Union  and  the  necessities  of  the  poor,  they  will  no  longer  permit  the  latter 
to  suffer,  by  continuing  to  withhold  the  rates  for  which  they  are  liable. 


Observations  of  Captain  Wynne  : —November  25, 1847. 

I have  seen  Mr.  Dawson,  w'ho  now  appears  determined  to  assist  in  the 
collection  of  the  rates,  by  his  influence,  seeing  that  they  are  the  only  source 
from  which  can  now  be  expected  support  for  the  vast  numbers  of  destitute  in 
the  Union,  and  hitherto  excluded  from  the  workhouse  for  want  of  fluids. 


Rev.  P.  Dawson  to  Mr.  Redington  : — December  5,  1847. 

The  awful  state  of  this  district  must  be  my  apology  for  again  trespass- 
ing on  your  precious  time.  Mr.  Peyton  (chairman  here)  went  up  on  Friday, 
personally  to  press  the  condition  of  this  Union.  The  death  of  poor  Father 
Tom  Maguire  brought  him  back.  Captain  Wynne  has,  of  course,  reported  to 
the  Commissioners  how  matters  are ; but  hundreds  are  dying  of  starvation, 
pending  the  arrangement.  The  inmates  of  the  woi’kliouse  must  be  turned  out 
to  add  to  the  mass  of  misery.  The  Board  have  no  credit,  nor  yet  collectors. 
I -would,  therefore,  most  respectfully  beg  that  the  officer  in  charge.  Captain 
Wynne,  be  authorized  to  advance  subsistence  to  the  house  until  the  collectors 
refund  it ; and  also  that  this  Union  be  included  as  requiring  aid  from  Govern- 
ment. How  it  was  omitted  surprises  me.  The  Commissioners  reported  it 
third  amongst  the  five  worst  in  the  kingdom.  Captain  Wynne  says  it  is  the 
very  worst.  The  population,  67,077  (and  two-thirds  paupers),  to  feed  on  rates 
out  of  61,450/.,  the  annual  value  ef  the  Union,  could  not  subsist  on  the  entire 
rental. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  8,.  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  referred  to  them  your  further  application 
to  the  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland,  to  have  funds  advanced  for  the  support  of 
the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  workhouse,  and  they  observe  that  you  have  been 
informed  in  reply,  that  there  are  not  any  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  which  can  be  applied  for  that  purpose. 

The  Commissioners  are  anxious  to  seize  every  opportunity  of  impressing  on 
gentlemen  of  local  influence,  that  it  is  on  local  exertions  and  sources  the  main 
reliance  must  be  placed  for  the  future  support  of  such  destitute  persons  as 
cannot  obtain  employment,  through  a proper  application  and  development  of 
the  latter. 

When  the  rates  due  in  the  Union  shall  be  put  in  collection,  which  may  be 
done  at  once,  the  immediate  difficulty  arising  from  want  of  funds  will  be 
overcome  ; and  the  Commissioners  cannot  regard  without-  surprise  the  apparent 
indifference  with  which  persons,  owing  considerable  amounts ' of  rate,  still 
withhold  what  is  due  by  them,  although  they  must  be  aware  of  the  distress; 
existing  in  the  Union,  and.  the  urgency  of  the  calls  for  assistance. 
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The  annual  value  of  the  rateable  property  in  the  Union  may,  as  you  observe, 
be  small  compared  with  the  amount  of  pauperism  ; but  much  of  the  latter  is 
doubtless  to  be  ascribed  to  neglect  of  the  means  of  affording  profitable  employ- 
ment ; and  there  appears  no  reason  to  apprehend,  that  the  actual  destitution  at 
present  in  the  Union  cannot  be  relieved  by  the  rate-payers. 


Rev.  P.  Dawson  to  the  Commissioners: — December  11,  1847. 

I am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  and  see,  with  regret, 
that  further  correspondence  is  useless.  It  is  admitted  that  “ the  pauperized 
“ population  cannot  be  fed  out  of  the  rateable  property,  yet  no  injustice  is 
“ done  in  withholding  Government  aid,  as  this  must  have  arisen  from  local 
“ neglect.” 

Since  I came  here  last  March,  1000  of  my  poor  parishioners  have  died  of 
famine,  and  disease  the  effect  (immediate  effect)  of  famine.  The  Poor  Law 
Commission,  the  Relief  Commissioners,  and  the  Government  were  appealed  to 
in  vain.  The  mortality  in  the  poor-house — S9  deaths  in  February,  189  in 
March,  295  in  April,  &c.,  was  allowed  to  increase,  until  the  house  literally 
emptied  itself  into  the  grave-yard. 

The  amount  of  ration  relief  under  1 to  13  was  represented ; the  two-acre 
test  (by  which  persons  holding  two  acres  or  over  were  excluded  from  relief 
until  they  gave  up  land  and  house)  was  brought  under  their  notice.  It  was 
shown  that  the  poor-house  was  overfilled  with  its  awful  mortality ; that  many 
of  them  were  in  fever ; and  that,  quitting  their  houses  in  these  circumstances 
must  produce  certain  death.  Compensation,  pretended  to  be  given  to  persons 
quitting  their  places,  was  shown  to  have  varied  from  15s.  to  45s.,  and,  in  some 
cases,  to  have  been  paid  for  burying  the  parties  in  their  own  gardens ; yet,  in 
no  way  would  the  authorities  interfere.  Local  neglect,  local  responsibility,  the 
Guardians  in  fault,  is  Government  satisfied  to  have  the  lives  of  one  class  at  the 
disposal  of  the  other?  If  so,  further  interference  is  utterly  useless. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  14,  1847. 

I am  to  state  that  the  law  lias  imposed  on  the  Board  of  Guardians  of 
the  Union  the  obligations  of  providing  for  relief  of  the  destitute  poor ; and  if 
you  will  state  any  particular  cases  in  which  relief  has  been  improperly  •with- 
held from  applicants,  the  Commissioners  will  cause  them  to  be  inquired  into. 


Copy  of  Captain  Wynne’s  Observations. 

I have  endeavoured  to  convince  Mr.  Dawson  that  the  poor-rates  were 
the  sole  means  by  which  we  could  expect  to  afford  relief  to  the  destitute  poor 
of  the  Union ; that  under  the  circumstances,  instead  of  at  once  pronouncing 
the  Union  inadequate  to  the  undertaking,  it  would  be  much  wiser  to  assist,  by 
his  undoubted  influence,  those  who  were  now  determined  to  test  the  ability  of 
the  Union,  which  certainly  as  yet  has  not  been  attempted. 

There  is  too  much  truth  in  the  picture  Mr.  Dawson  has  drawn  of  the  past 
and  present  condition  of  the  poor  of  this  Union ; and  the  great  pressure  on  him 
may,  in  some  degree,  excuse  his  unreasonableness  and  importunity  ; but  he  is 
perfectly  aware  that  at  this  moment  every  possible  exertion  is  being  made  by 
the  Guardians  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  destitute  poor  of  the  Union. 
December  16,  1847.  E.  W. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Wynne: — November  17,  1847. 

I am  to  forward  a copy  of  a resolution  of  the  Guardians,  in  which  they 
request  a loan  of  300?.,  to  provide  for  the  immediate  wants  of  the  workhouse ; 
and  I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  cannot  assist  the  Guardians  in 
obtaining  the  loan  required,  but  trust  that,  by  immediately  issuing  warrants 
to  the  new  collectors,  on  the  execution  of  their  bonds,  means  of  providing  for 
the  support  of  the  destitute  poor  may  be  at  once  obtained  from  the  rate-payers. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  that  the  Guardians  should  publish  a notice 
through  the  Union,  announcing  the  appointment  of  the  new  collectors,  stating 
the  condition  of  the  workhouse,  referring  to  the  wants  of  the  destitute  poor, 
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now  solely  dependent  on  the  rate-payers,  and  therefore  enjoining  the  rate- 
payers to  pay  the  sums  due  by  them  with  the  promptitude  which  the  occasion 
and  their  moral  and  legal  obligations  demand. 

Enclosure. 

Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes  of  the  13th  November,  1847. 
e‘  Resolved — That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
with  a request  lor  the  loan  of  300 1.  until  the  present  rate  is  put  in  collection,  as  otherwise  the 
result  would  be  that  the  house  would  be  closed.  The  immense  amount  of  the  most  utter 
destitution  that  exists  requires  absolutely  that  immediate  assistance  be  given  to  many  not  at 
present  in  the  house  : and  as  the  rate  is  a large  one,  and  so  large  a portion  or  it  is  payable 
by  the  proprietors,  the  funds  must  be  very  soou  available ; but  we  know  not  where  to  obtain 
even  small  funds  to  enable  us  to  receive  into  the  house  the  very  worst  cases  of  destitution  until 
then.  We,  therefore,  earnestly  request  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  take  our  application 
for  this  loan  into  their  most  serious  consideration.” 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  20,  1847. 

It  would  be  premature  on  my  part,  with  my  short  and  limited  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Poor  Law  establishment  in  this  Union,  to  enter  into  details  as 
regards  the  condition  in  which  I find  everything  connected  with  it,  or  the 
causes  which  may  have  led  to  so  unpromising  a state  of  things. 

I find  the  Guardians  in  debt  upwards  of  4/00/.,  law  proceedings  already  in 
progress  against  them  by  some  of  their  creditors,  the  remainder  clamorous  for 
payment,  large  numbers  of  paupers  refused  admittance  to  the  workhouse,  and 
the  allowance  of  the  children,  at  present  inmates,  curtailed  beyond  what  I con- 
sider justifiable  ; the  house  requiring  some  repairs  before  winter  sets  in,  and  a 
sum  of  13/.  5 s.  3d.  to  meet  their  demands  and  provide  for  the  ensuing  week. 

Nothing  but  prompt  and  energetic  steps,  will  meet  the  emergency,  and  the 
Commissioners  may  depend  on  such  being  taken  without  delay. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  27,  1847. 

Tn  consequence  of  my  recent  arrival  in  this  Union,  and  of  the  very  imper- 
fect knowledge  I possessed  of  its  present  condition  and  future  prospects,  I did 
not  write  a report  on  this  day  week ; I have,  however,  since  availed  myself  of 
every  opportunity  to  acquire  information  and  make  such  prospective  arrange- 
ments as  I hope,  will  accelerate  the  collection  of  the  rates,  and  lead  to  the 
im^ui°Vemen^  ^ie  estaklishment,  wherever  the  condition  of  our  funds  will 
enable  us  to  carry  out  those  arrangements. 

. wee_k  m7  fime  has  been  entirely  occupied  between  the  workhouse  and  in 
visiting  such  portions  of  the  Union  as  I was  enabled  to  reach.  In  doing  which  I 
took  occasion  to  call  on  such  persons  as  I considered  possessed  local  influence, 
explaining  to  them  that  the  rates  were  now  the  sole  source  to  which  they 
could  look  for  relief  of  the  multitudes  of  destitute  at  present  crowding  the 
roads  in  every  direction,  and  soliciting  their  countenance  and  support  on  behalf 
of  the  collectors. 

In  most  cases  I received  rather  encouraging  promises. 

. a^s°  mailed  myself  of  these  opportunities  of  visiting  the  several  schools 
situate  in  the  localities  through  which  I passed,  and  of  obtaining  such  informa- 
tion as  is  required  by  the  British  Relief  Association,  to  whom  I this  day 
forward  a report.  J 

With  respect  to  the  workhouse,  its  condition  would  he  highly  discreditable 
to  the  master  and  the  other  officers  immediately  connected  with  its  manage- 
ment, hut  that  almost  all  the  requisites  for  putting  it  in  proper  order  are 
wanting,  and  have  been  frequently  applied  for  to  the  Guardians  in  vain. 

It  is  necessary  to  have  three  breakfasts,  and  as  many  dinners  per  day  in  con- 
sequence of  there  being  only  one-third  of  tins,  &c.,  required  even  for  the  com- 
paratively small  number  at  present  in  the  house. 

1 he  urine  tubs  are  out  of  order  and  fast  going  to  pieces,  and  cause  great 
inconvenience.  . 

The  rain  comes  in  in  various  directions,  and  the  pipes  and  cocks  are  so  much 
out  of  order  that  the  boilers  overflow  of  a wet  day,  producing  great  inconve- 
. mence  and  disorder. 

In  the  grounds  there  is  a field  for  the  employment  fully  and  advantageously, 
of  such  of  the  paupers  as  are  able  to  work,  but  there  are  no  implements. 
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The  master  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  a man  of  orderly  habits,  but  seems  zealous 
and  anxious  to  improve,  and  certainly  be  has  not  bad  a fair  trial  heretofore. 

I this  day  called  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  necessity  that  exists 
for  immediately  supplying  implements  for  the  execution  of  a work,  the  further 
neglect  of  which  seriously  threatens  the  health  of  the  house,  I allude  to  the 
covering  of  the  graves,  which  were  never  sufficiently  covered,  the  effects  being 
already  perceptible  in  consequence  of  the  cracking  of  the  ground  and  holes 
made  by  the  rats. 

The  Guardians  plead  want  of  funds,  and  such  is  the  state  of  their  credit  that 
the  local  printer  refuses  to  print  the  necessary  notices  if  not  paid  in  cash. 

Books  are  also  required,  more  than  half  the  children  being  obliged  to  sit 
idle  for  want  of  them. 

I fear  the  new  collectors  will  meet  with  considerable  difficulty  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties,  but  they  appear  determined  to  act  firmly  and  vigorously, 
particularly  Mr.  Lynch,  who  has  advanced  this  day  100/.,  which  he  is  to  repay 
himself,  and  which  will  enable  us  to  go  on  for  some  time. 

I understand  the  ex-collectors  are  using  their  influence  to  get  up  a systematic 
opposition,  and  one  of  the  collectors  is  giving  receipts  for  arrears  from  an  old 
receipt-book  which  he  retained  in  his  possession  at  the  time  of  his  dismissal; 
this  man’s  sureties  are  not  to  be  found. 

We  have  posted  notices  that  all  future  receipts  will  require  the  initials  of 
the  clerk,  but  if  he  antedates,  we  have  no  remedy  but  by  a comparison  with 
his  arrear  sheets,  which  have  been  found  already  to  be  incorrect.  I have  had 
the  attention  of  the  police  directed  to  this  man. 

I have  forwarded  some  queries  to  the  secretary,  arising  out  of  cases  likely  to 
occur  in  the  collection  of  the  rates,  and  on  which  it  is  necessary  that  the  col- 
lectors should  be  thoroughly  informed. 

I anticipate  very  great  pressure  on  the  house  the  moment  it  is  opened,  which 
at  present  it  cannot  be  said  to  be.  In  fact,  the  Poor  Laws  cannot  be  said  to  be 
in  operation  in  this  Union. 

There  are  now  wandering  about  the  Union  about  1600  persons,  most  of 
whom  have  given  up  their  houses  and  lands,  and  are  only  waiting  for  admit- 
tance to  the  house,  and  indeed  they  appear  to  be  legitimate  objects ; the  num- 
bers are  stated  to  me  much  higher,  but  in  my  calculation  there  are  no  able- 
bodied  or  any  persons  on  whom  the  workhouse  test  would  be  likely  to  operate. 

We  were  enabled  to  admit  a large  number  to  day,  as  will  appear  from  the 
minutes. 

Much  inconvenience  will  arise  from  want  of  clothing  for  the  adults. 

In  conclusion,  I must  say  the  chairman  appeared  willing  to  adopt  every  sug- 
gestion of  mine,  nor  was  there  any  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians 
assembled  this  day.  Several  smail  bills  were  paid,  and  credit  considerably 
re-established,  and  provision  made  for  the  wants  of  the  ensuing  week. 

Tradesmen  were  also  desired  to  furnish  estimates  on  Saturday  next,  for  the 
necessary  repairs  to  be  done  to  the  house,  and  implements  have  been  ordered 
to  employ  the  paupers  to  a certain  extent. 

On  the  whole  I feel  satisfied  with  the  day’s  proceedings. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — December  4,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter.  No.  39,438, 
D.  /47 ; and  in  reference  to  the  recommendation  of  the  .Commissioners  con- 
tained therein  respecting  the  ex-collector  of  poor-rates  in  this  Union,  I 
have  to  state  that  the  steps  recommended  have  been  already  taken,  and  that 
the  local  police  have  directions  to  keep  a strict  watch  on  his  movements. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Wynne  : — December  4,  184S. 

I am  to  state,  in  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  that,  in  the 
very  peculiar  and  critical  state  of  the  Carrick-on  Shannon  Union,  the  Commis- 
sioners will  make  peculiar  exertions  to  ascertain  if  it  is  possible,  to  induce  four 
individuals  from  Dublin  to  undertake  the  duty  of  poor-rate  collector  in  that 
Union,  and  the  Commissioners  will  communicate  with  you  on  the  subject 
definitely  on  Monday  next. 


Carrick-on-Shan- 
non Union. 


Fourth  Series, 
p.  115. 
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Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  14,  1847. 

Seeing  in  your  communication  to  Inspecting  Officers  and  Guardians 
the  anxiety  of  the  Commissioners  to  have  the  poor-rates  collected  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  in  order  to  save  the  lives  of  the  destitute,  may  I take  leave  to 
suggest  for  their  consideration,  a matter  that  I think  very  much  tends  to  retard 
its  collection.  For  instance,  on  Mr.  Barton’s  property,  in  the  Tumna  electoral  divi- 
sion hi  this  Union,  where  none,  if  any  rates,  have  been  paid,  on  account  of  the  diffi 
culty  of  ascertaining  the  parties  really  liable  to  pay,  as  Mr.  Barton  or  his  prede- 
cessors made  leases  of  portions  of  this  land  to  parties  all  of  whom  are  lonh  since 
dead  ; but  prior  to  their  death  they  so  sub-divided  their  land  that  the  valuator 
valued  the  greater  number  of  their  present  holdings  under  41,  which  makes  it 
impossible  to  collect  the  rate  from  the  present  occupiers  ; neither  is  it  possible 
to  ascertain  who  the  heirs  or  assigns  of  the  original  leases  are,  and  I hear  Mi- 
Barton  refuses  to  pay,  on  the  grounds  that  the  leases  are  still  in  existence’ 
Such  a state  of  things  is  a bad  example  in  a neighbourhood,  as  others  do  not 
wish  to  pay  while  such  escape.  The  remedy  I would  suggest  is,  to  °-et  such 
an  amendment  in  the  law  as  would  make  the  parties  in  the  actual  receipt  of 
the  profit  rent,  liable  in  the  first  instance,  leaving  it  in  their  power  to  charge  the 
occupiers  should  it  be  their  right.  & 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  4,  1847. 

As  it  appears  that  Mr.  Barton  is  rated  ill  tile  rate-hooks,  he  is  liable  for 
the  rate. 

I am  at  the  same  time,  to  state  that  Captain  Wynne,  Temporary  Poor  Law 
Inspector,  reports  that  it  appears  from  inquiries  which  he  has  made  that  Mr 
Barton  has  never  been  applied  to  for  payment  of  his  liability,  in  consequence  of 
the  collector  having  been  a tenant  of  his,  and  there  does  not  appear  any  reason 
lor  supposing  that  Mr.  Barton  will  not  pay  immediately,  oil  being  applied  to. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — November  27,  1847. 

I BEG  herewith  to  forward  to  you  the  following  queries,  and  to  request 
your  earliest  information  thereon : — 1 

I oik  ,°"'ner  and  the  occupier  are  named  in  the  l-ate-hook,  dated 

1842  The  occupier  is  valued  under  41  ; both  parties  assert  the  existence  of  a 
middle  man,  but  refuse  to  show  leases,  or  inform  the  collector  who  he  is  The 
owner  up  to  the  present  time,  has  not  received  notice  of  his  name  being  'in  the 
rate-hook,  nor  have  the  rates  ever  been  demanded  from  him;  can  the  collector 
proceed  against  him,  he  not  having  appeared,  or  must  he  wait  for  the  expiration 
ol  lour  months,  and  then  proceed  against  the  occupier  ? 

II.  Must  the  collector  proceed  as  above,  in  the  event  of  the  middle-mail 
being  an  absentee  or  a pauper  ? 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  3,  1847. 

_ o y,ar 'vlucl1  y°u  ™fer>  1842,  the  owner  or  immediate  lessor 

was  not  liable  for  tile  rate,  as  he  has  been,  since  24th  August,  1843  on  tene- 
ments not  exceeding  4/.  value,  held  at  will,  or  on  lease  made  after  the  latter 
I f ?‘gnef  Slll?sequently  to  such  latter  date,  the  immediate  lessor  of 

the  holdings  referred  to,  is  liable  without  being  expressly  named,  the  law  only 
requiring,  in  case  of  doubt,  that  the  title  “ Immediate  Lessor  ” should  be 
inserted  in  the  column  for  name.  This  will  enable  a collector  to  recover  from 
the  proper  party,  whenever  discovered;  but  if  not  known,  this  can  only  arise 
through  collusion  of  the  occupier  who  refuses  to  disclose  the  name;  and  in 
such  a case  it  would  be  proper  to  enforce  the  rate  from  the  occupier  by  the 
power  which  the  law  gives  for  that  object.  r 1 

If  a person  be  named  in  the  rate  as  immediate  lessor,  and  shall  not  have 
appealed  within  four  months,  he  may  be  sued  for  the  sum  assessed. 

it  the  immediate  lessor  be  ail  insolvent  person,  or  reside  altogether  out  of 
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Ireland,  there  is  no  other  way  of  recovering  the  rate  but  by  requiring  the 
occupier  to  pay  it  out  of  the  rent,  pursuant  to  the  3rd  section  of  the  Act  6 and 
/ Vic.,  c.  92. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — December  4,  1S47. 

I have  been  employed  this  week  principally  in  making  prospective 
arrangements,  with  a view  to  the  establishment  of  cleanliness,  order,  and  system 
in  the  workhouse,  and  in  acquiring  such  a knowledge  of  the  Union  as  will  be  of 
importance  Avhenever  the  necessity  for  out-door  relief  may  arise,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Union  will  admit  of  its  administration. 

. } liave  also  taken  advantage  of  any  opportunity  that  offered,  to  acquire  any 
,tliat  J.  considered  useful,  in  carrying  out  the  benevolent  intentions 
oi  the  British  Relief  Association. 

Heretofore,  I have  been  unable  to  effect  improvement  to  any  extent  in  the 
workhouse,  being  met  on  all  occasions  with  the  excuse  of  not  having  the 
proper  means  furnished  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  order  regu- 
larity, and  system.  ’ ° 

1 have,  however,  been  enabled  to  procure  a supply  of  implements  from  the 
stores  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  this  town,  on  the  undertaking  of  the  Guardians 
that  they  shall  be  paid  for  immediately,  on  the  acquisition  of  funds. 

The  Commissioners  will  perceive,  from  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Boaid  of  Guardians,  that  the  workhouse  is  almost  wholly  dependent  on  the 
rates  to  be  paid  in,  in  the  course  of  next  week,  for  its  support  during  that  week; 
and  that  the  Guardians  have  adopted  a resolution  to  the  effect  that  any  rate- 
payer paying  his  liability  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  on  or  before  next 
Saturday  will  receive  their  best  thanks,  and  be  allowed  the  poundage  which 
they  have  agreed  to  give  the  collectors  when  appointed,  viz.,  2s.  6 d.  in  the 
pound. 

Letters  have  been  written  to  the  largest  rate-payers  in  the  Union,  specifying 
the  amount  of  their  respective  liabilities.  I am  of ‘opinion  that  a sufficient  sum 
will  be  received  under  this  resolution  to  meet  our  present  exigencies,  though 
not  sufficient  to  render  the  acceptance  of  the  office  of  collector  less  desirable.0 

The  Commissioners  will  also  perceive  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  have 
directed  advertisements  to  be  inserted  in  the  Dublin  papers,  with  a Anew  to 
induce  some  non-resident  candidates  to  offer  themselves  as  collectors  for  the 
Union,  perfectly  coinciding  in  opinion  Avith  me,  that  even  the  fullest  assurance 
oi  protection  during  the  process  of  collecting  the  rates,  will  not  induce  local 
collectors  to  discharge  their  duties  vigorously,  as  their  danger  would  by  no 
means  cease  with  their  duties,  but  being  bound  to  the  country  by  the  ties  of 
property  or  other  circumstances,  they  would  be  constantly  exposed  to  those 
persons  who  might  consider  themselves  aggrieved. 

Not  so,  however,  the  stranger.  He  might  leave  the  country  when  his  business 
was  finished,  returning  Avhen  again  required. 

I do  not  believe  that  a continuance  of  this  system  Avould  be  at  all  necessary, 
as  I am  of  opinion  that  the  opposition  of  the  rate-payers  in  this  Union  arises 
more  from  bad  habits  contracted  under  the  late  collectors,  than  from  any 
inveterate  antipathy  to  the  principle  of  poor-rates ; and  that  it  is  only  necessary 
to  demonstrate  that  the  rates  must  be  paid,  to  insure  a future  facility  of  col- 
lecting them. 


Reply  to  the  aboye : — December  6,  1 847. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  course  which  has  been  pursued  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  in  inserting  advertisements  for  collectors  in  the  Dublin 
newspapers. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  Commissioners  are  endeavouring  to  induce  individuals 
who  have  been  employed  in  the  constabulary  force,  to  offer  themselves  as  can- 
didates. 


Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Union. 
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Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  CaptainWYNNE : — December  8,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
in  Ireland  have  applied  to  the  Inspector-general  of  the  constabulary,  for  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  late  head  and  other  constables  who  have  been  super- 
annuated under  favourable  circumstances,  with  a view  to  their  being  offered  the 
collection  of  poor-rates  in  Unions  where  their  services  can  be  made  available. 
The  addresses  of  two,  named  at  foot,  have  been  received  to  day ; and  the  Com- 
missioners request  that  you  will  notify  to  each  your  readiness  to  recommend 
them  for  appointment  as  collectors  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  stating  the 
poundage  to  be  allowed,  and  the  probable  amount  of  rate  which  each  would  be 
authorised  to  collect,  with  the  amount  of  security  that  would  be  required,  and 
requesting  an  immediate  communication  from  them. 

Thomas  Jennings,  Kildysart,  County  Clare. 

Daniel  White,  Kilmacthomas,  County  Waterford. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  9,  1847. 

I have  communicated  with  Messrs.  F.  Jennings  and  D.  White,  notify- 
ing to  them  my  readiness  to  recommend  their  appointment  to  the  office  of 
collectors  of  poor-rates  for  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

I have  also  stated  the  amount  which  each  would  be  authorised  to  collect 
under  the  warrants  now  prepared,  together  with  the  poundage  that  will  be 
allowed. 

I have  also  stated  the  security  required,  to  be  500/.,  and  two  ureties  of  500/. 
each. 

A question  may  be  raised  by  the  Guardians  as  to  the  solvency  of  the  sureties 
offered,  should  they  be  resident  in  any  distant  part  of  the  country  and  unknown 
to  the  Guardians;  this  and  every  other  circumstance  likely  to  cause  delay 
should  be  guarded  against,  as  the  difficulty  in  the  collection  of  the  rates  will 
increase  as  the  tangible  property  of  the  rate-payers  decreases.  They  are  at 
present  sending  to  market  as  fast  as  possible,  and  for  this  reason  I think  it 
would  be  advisable  to  appoint  four  collectors.  Mr.  Tottenham,  who  has  been 
acting  as  district  accountant  under  the  Board  of  Works,  has  applied  as  a can- 
didate. I think  him  well  suited  for  the  office,  being  active,  energetic,  and  appa- 
rently determined  to  discharge  the  duties  ; he  is  a native  of  Wales,  and  in  no 
way  tied  to  this  country  longer  than  he  is  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Wynne: — December  10,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  sanction  the  appointment  of 
any  four  persons  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  whom  you  may  recom- 
mend to  be  employed  as  collectors. 

A further  list  of  superannuated  constables  of  police,  this  day  received  from 
Colonel  M‘ Gregor,  is  enclosed  herewith. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — December  11,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  considerable  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the  funds  of  the 
Union,  as  also  in  the  condition  of  the  workhouse,  although  it  is  still  far  from 
what  I could  wish  it. 

With  regard  to  the  funds,  up  to  this  day  rates  have  been  paid  in  to  the 
amount  of  307/.  16s.  llrf.  The  Guardians  have  extended  the  time  specified  in 
the  resolution,  under  which  the  above  sum  has  been  paid,  to  Saturday,  the  18th 
instant ; which,  I have  no  doubt,  will  bring  in  a large  sum. 

The  money  already  paid  has  enabled  the  Guardians  to  satisfy  several  urgent 
claims,  and  has,  to  a certain  extent,  re-established  their  credit,  from  the  total 
loss  of  which  it  has  been  exceedingly  difficult  to  procure  supplies  for  the  house 
from  day  to  day.  I trust,  however,  all  difficulty  on  this  score  is  now  at  an  end. 

With  respect  to  the  state  of  the  house,  discipline,  order,  and  cleanliness  do 
not  progress  so  rapidly  as  I conceive  they  ought. 
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An  ample  supply  of  implements  of  all  sorts  has  been  furnished  to  the  master, 
and  there  is  ample  scope  to  employ  the  able-bodied  paupers  usefully ; and  I 
hope,  when  they  shall  be  fully  employed,  the  master  will  not  find  the  same 
difficulty  in  obtaining  order  that  he  now  finds. 

I have  recommended  him  to  organise  a staff  of  assistants  of  both  sexes,  from 
the  best  conducted  of  the  inmates  of  the  house,  in  order  that  he  may  have  more 
time  to  keep  up  his  books,  which  are  again  in  arrear.  Heretofore,  the  relieving 
officers  have  thrown  unnecessary  labour  on  him,  leaving  him  to  obtain  as  best 
he  might,  that  information  which  was  necessary  to  make  out  his  registry  of 
admissions,  and  which  it  was  their  duty  to  have  furnished  him  with. 

I had,  this  day,  the  101st  and  102nd  sections  of  the  1st  and  2nd  Viet.,  cap.  56, 
read  in  presence  of  the  relieving  and  other  officers  of  the  establishment,  and 
directions  given  to  Mr.  Peyton  to  proceed  against  the  late  rate  collectors  under 
the  above  section, 

I this  day  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  the  necessity  that 
exists  for  taking  immediate  steps  to  provide  additional  accommodation,  not  only 
for  additional  paupers  of  the  first  and  second  classes  who  have  been  heretofore 
excluded  for  want  of  funds,  but  also  with  a view  to  meet  the  case  of  able- 
bodied  paupers  presenting  themselves,  when  it  will  be  indispensably  necessary 
to  be  able  to  offer  them  accommodation  in  the  house. 

In  consequence  of  the  large  majority  of  the  present  inmates  of  the  house 
having  no  habitation  of  their  own,  and  there  not  being  any  building  to  be  hired 
in  any  part  of  the  Union  where  out-door  relief  could  be  afforded  them,  consi- 
derable difficulty  will  be  found,  in  the  event  I have  above  mentioned,  unless 
timely  measures  be  adopted.  I have  strongly  recommended  the  fitting  up  the 
sheds  which  have  been  already  erected,  and  the  erection  of  others  in  addition. 

I also  called  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  another  and  a considerable 
cause  of  pressure  on  the  wurkhouse,  viz.,  the  desertion  of  children.  I have 
found  many  cases,  one  of  which  I brought  this  day  before  the  Board.  I myself 
found  the  two  little  children  in  question,  in  a ditch  some  miles  from  this  town, 
apparently  in  a dying  state.  I had  them  brought  to  a house  and  taken  care 
of;  and  on  their  recovering  sufficiently  to  tell  their  story,  I found  they  had 
been  deserted  by  their  parents.  We  have  discovered  their  retreat,  and  a 
magistrate’s  warrant  was  issued  against  them. 

I hope  to  be  able  to  put  the  law  in  force  rigorously,  as  I conceive  it  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  put  an  end  to  this  practice,  wrhich  exists  to  an  alarming 
extent  at  present  in  this  Union. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  informing  the  Commissioners  of  my  perfect  satis- 
faction in  respect  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  assembled  to 
day.  Any  suggestion  of  mine  was  readily  and  promptly  adopted ; and  the 
utmost  anxiety  was  evinced  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Commissioners,  and  to 
consult  the  interests  of  the  destitute  poor  of  the  Union. 

I hope  to  have  the  rationing  of  the  children  in  attendance  at  the  schools  in 
the  Union,  in  progress,  to  a considerable  extent,  next  wreek.  I have  made 
arrangements  to  commence  on  Monday,  in  this  town,  and  to  extend  daily  to 
the  several  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union.  According  as  the  requisite  prepa- 
rations are  reported  to  have  been  made  by  the  local  committees,  or  by  the 
individuals  who  become  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  the  food,  I expect 
considerable  relief  will  be  afforded  by  these  means. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — December  16,  1847. 

I have  made  inquiries  into  the  matter  referred  to  me  in  the  letter  of 
the  Rev.  Francis  Kane  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  dated  11th 
December,  1847. 

I cannot  find  any  record  of  the  circumstances  stated  in  that  letter,  nor  have 
the  Board  of  Guardians  any  recollection  of  them. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  the  M‘Ranns  alluded  to,  were  refused  admission 
previously  to  my  arrival  in  the  Union,  but  certainly  not  since,  as  I can  state 
that  no  case  of  such  a character  has  remained  unredressed. 

Previously  to  my  arrival  vast  numbers  were  refused  admittance,  on  the  plea 
that  “ there  were  no  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Guardians,  to  obtain  the 
supplies  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  house,  nor  could  any  provisions  be 


Carrick-nn-Slian- 
non  Union. 
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Camck-on-Shan-  obtained  on  their  credit.”  This  plea,  it  would  appear,  was  considered  sufficient 
nonunion.  all  parties,  as  the  paupers  retired  quietly  till  such  time  as  the  improved 

state  of  the  funds  would  admit  of  their  admission. 

Without  endeavouring  to  excuse  the  previous  neglect  or  want  of  energy  on 
the  part  of  the  Guardians,  which  undoubtedly  led  to  the  position  in  which  I 
found  them,  “ perfectly  powerless  to  meet  the  urgent  and  immediate  wants  of 
the  Union,”  still  the  circumstances  in  which  they  had  placed  themselves  left 
them  no  choice  till  such  time  as,  by  increased  exertion  and  energy  they  have 
been  able  to  obtain  funds. 

In  justice  to  the  Board  I beg  to  state,  that  597  have,  at  my  suggestion,  been 
admitted,  since  my  arrival  although  no  funds  were  at  the  time  available  for 
two  days’  provision  for  the  house,  and  we  were  obliged  to  procure  food  from 
day  to  day  in  the  best  way  we  could,  and  not  without  the  greatest  difficulty. 

I am  happy  to  be  able  to  state,  that  the  Guardians  appear  anxious  to  put  the 
Poor  Law  really  in  operation  for  the  relief  of  the  Union,  and  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  great  and  peculiar  difficulties  will  present  themselves. 

On  Saturday  next,  we  shall  admit  as  many  as  we  can  find  accommodation 
for  in  the  house,  but  this  number  cannot  be  one-fifth  of  the  legitimate  claimants, 
or  perhaps  applicants,  who  will  present  themselves  on  that  day. 

I am  getting  the  sheds  at  the  workhouse  prepared,  and  every  other  part  of  the 
establishment  that  may  be  properly  converted  into  temporary  accommodation, 
to  meet  the  difficulty  as  far  as  possible. 

This  Union  at  present  presents,  I think,  peculiar  difficulties ; vast  numbers 
of  families  have  been  unhoused  and  their  houses  destroyed. 

You  cannot  admit  them  to  the  workhouse,  there  is  no  room;  you  cannot 
give  them  out-door  relief,  they  have  no  houses,  nor  does  the  Union  afford  any 
building  or  buildings  that  might  be  purchased  or  hired  for  that  purpose. 
Temporary  sheds  (the  only  expedient  that  I can  devise)  will  not  exactly  suit, 
for  it  is  most  probable  these  poor  persons  will  remain  a permanent  burthen  on 
the  Union,  as  it  is  not  likely  that  they  will  ever  again  regain  a footing  on  the 
land. 

I have  already  urged  the  Guardians  to  erect  sheds  of  timber  and  asphalt, 
without  delay,  and  I have  reason  to  believe  that  no  time  will  be  lost  in 
doing  so. 

I have  read  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dawson’s  letter  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, and  make  every  allowance  for  the  almost  insupportable  pressure  on  him 
and  all  those  gentlemen  similarly  circumstanced ; but  there  is  reason  to  com- 
plain, that  instead  of  trying  the  experiment,  whether  the  Union  is  able  to 
support  its  poor,  (an.  experiment  never  yet  tried,)  and  using  their  undoubted 
influence  towards  achieving  the  payment  of  the  poor-rates,  they  do  literally 
nothing  but  urge  their  own  views,  and  will  not  render  any  assistance  in  carrying 
out  any  measures  which  do  not  exactly  accord  with  those  views. 

I have  to  assure  the  Commissioners,  that  I never  gave  an  opinion  as  to  the 
wealth  or  poverty  of  this  Union,  or  its  ability  or  inability  to  support  its  poor,  as 
stated  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dawson’s  letter,  but  I did  give  an  opinion,  which  I cer- 
tainly conceive  to  be  correct,  “ that  I have  met  a greater  amount  of  urgent  and 
pressing  destitution  in  this  Union,  than  in  any  part  of  Ireland  I have  visited,  as  in 
addition  to  want  of  food,  which  exists  to  as  great  an  extent  as  in  any  other  part 
of  Ireland,  want  of  shelter  from  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons  exists  to  a far 
greater  extent  than  in  any  other  part  with  which  I am  acquainted. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  21,  1847. 

It  appears,  from  your  report,  that  the  number  of  persons  unhoused  in 
the  Union,  and  whose  late  homes  have  been  destroyed,  is  considered  to  be  much 
greater  than  the  workhouse  can  receive,  and  even  too  numerous  for  the  remain- 
ing habitations  in  the  Union  to  receive,  if  provided  with  out-door  maintenance ; 
but  it  does  not  appear  how  or  where  these  persons  are  now  lodged,  or  whether 
they  wander  about  the  Union  without  shelter  by  day  or  night. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  appears  that  the  law  for  relief  of  the  poor  has  never 
been  put  in  full  force  in  this  Union ; and  that  no  trial  has  yet  been  made  of 
the  extent  to  which  the  rateable  property  of  the  Union  can  provide  for  the 
support  of  the  destitute  poor. 
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The  Commissioners  trust  that,  under  such  circumstances,  the  Guardians  will 
use  the  most  strenuous  and  prompt  exertions  to  put  the  law  fully  into  force; 
and  that,  until  the  immediate  pressure  of  destitution  shall  he  met,  the  Board 
will  assemble  more  frequently  than  once  a- week,  which  the  Commissioners 
hope  can  be  done,  without  personal  inconvenience,  by  an  arrangement  among 
the  chairmen  and  principal  Guardians  for  attending  in  succession. 


Memorial  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Heslin,  P.  P„  Drumsliambo,  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  referred  to  the  Poor  Latv  Commissioners. 

- To  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant-General  and  General-Governor 
of  Ireland. 

That  there,  are  more  than  300  families  in  this  district  without  any 
means  of  support ; no  relief  from  any  source,  the  relief  fund  bein<"  now  ex- 
hausted. 

That  there  is  no  employment  for  the  able-bodied,  and  the  New  Poor  Law 
of  no  avail. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  privations  and  sufferings  of  the  poor  people,  the 
law  is  respected  and  peace  maintained. 

Memorialist  begs  your  Excellency’s  attention  to  the  condition  of  his  poor 
people  (who  must  inevitably  perish  if  not  relieved),  and  order  that  some  of  the 
food  in  the  Government  Relief  Depots  be  afforded  them.  Memorialist,  as  in 
duty  bound,  will  pray. 

Drumsliambo,  10 th  December,  184 7. 


Copy  of  Observations  of  Captain  Wynne,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector, 
upon  a communication  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Heslin,  Parish  Priest  of  Drum- 
shambo, of  the  10th  December. 

That  destitution  prevails  to  a formidable  extent  in  Mr.  Heslin’s  parish, 
is  too  true,  and  that  he  has  retarded  the  relief  of  that  destitution,  by  leading 
the  people  to  expect  other  means  than  those  provided  by  the  Poor  Law.  is 
equally  true. 

This  expectation,  which  is  certainly  not  discouraged,  has  induced  the  sufferers 
in  many  instances,  and  more  particularly  in  the  parish  of  which  Mr.  Heslin  is 
Roman  Catholic  Priest,  to  abstain  from  claiming  relief  under  the  provisions  of 
the  P oor  Law*,  till  they  have  absolutely  sunk  under  the  pressure  of  hunger  and 
other  sufferings. 

I regret  to  say,  that  in  this  Union  there  appears  not  only  indifference,  as 
regards  the  success  of  the  Poor  Law,  but,  in  very  many  instances,  considerable 
anxiety  that  it  should  prove  a failure.  This  I attribute  to  a very  general  im- 
pression, that  it  alone  stands  between  the  people  and  a system  of  relief  which 
would  certainly  be  more  palatable  to  all  classes. 

Mr.  Heslin  lias  applied  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  not  for  -such  form  of 
relief  as  they  are  authorized  to  afford  under  the  provisions  of  the  Poor  Law, 
but  that  they  should  throw  a quantity  of  the  provisions  now  in  the  Govern- 
ment stores,  into  his  locality,  the  distribution  of  which  should  he  placed  under 
local  control  and  supervision.  This  is  the  universal  demand. 

This  week,  in  Mr.  Heslin’s  parish,  558  children  have  received  rations. 

Every  exertion  is  being  made  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  suffering  people, 
with  promptitude  and  efficiency,  but  from  want  of  coincidence  of  opinion 
amongst  those  persons  whose  assistance  would  be  valuable  in  their  respective 
localities,  and  from  the  absence  of  preparations  which  should  have  been  here- 
tofore made,  delays,  to  a certain  extent,  must  occur,  and  some  time  must  elapse 
before  a satisfactory  working  of  the  system  can  be  established. 

Since  my  arrival  in  this  Union,  the  Guardians  appear  willing  to  adopt  my 
suggestions,  and  no  applicant,  either  from  Mr.  Heslin’s  parish,  or  from  any 
other  part  of  the  Union,  has  been  rejected  by  them  (up  to  the  present  time), 
except  where  his  admission  would  involve  a breach  of  the  law.  Heretofore, 
we  have  been  enabled  to  keep  strictly  within  the  law,  and  we  are  making  every 
possible  exertion  to  place  ourselves  in  a position  to  continue  to  do  so. 

December  25,  1847.  Edward  Wynne. 


U 2 


Carrick-on-Shan- 
non Union. 
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Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  18,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I have  been  employed  for  the  past  week,  principally  in  perfecting  my 
arrangements  for  the  distribution  of  rations  to  the  several  schools  in  the  Union, 
and  in  endeavouring  to  effect  those  alterations  in  the  condition  and  interior 
economy  of  the  workhouse  which  I consider  of  the  greatest  importance. 

With  regard  to  the  former  subject,  I have  nearly  completed  my  arrange- 
ments, and  should  have  been  able  to  report  that  the  relief  was  already  in 
extensive  operation,  but  for  the  delays  and  difficulties  I have  experienced  in 
obtaining  provisions  from  the  Commissariat  stores,  having  issued  an  order 'on 
Tuesday,  and  only  this  evening  received  the  provisions. 

I hope  to  be  able  next  week,  to  ration  2500  children  daily,  with  rye-meal 
bread  baked  in  this  town,  and  sent  to  the  various  schools  in  the  Union. 

It  is  my  intention  to  confine  my  issue  to  bread,  till  I shall  be  able  to  effect 
such  arrangements  with  the  patrons,  or  other  persons  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  the  schools,  as  will  afford  a reasonable  prospect  of  success  in  the  working  and 
issuing  of  soup. 

At  present,  the  benefit  would  not  be  at  all  commensurate  with  the  expense. 
With  regard  to  the  condition,  &c.,  of  the  workhouse,  I have  again  to  state, 
that  I am  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the  progress  made  towards  the  establish- 
ment of  order,  cleanliness,  and  discipline. 

The  master’s  books  are  again  in  arrear ; and  although  the  paupers  have  been 
set  to  work  on  all  fine  days  during  the  week,  and  a good  deal  of  improvement 
has  been  thereby  effected,  viz.,  cleansing  sewers  and  removing  nuisances,  still 
there  is  a total  want  of  system  and  discipline. 

I fear  the  master  will  be  found  quite  unequal  to  the  task  he  has  undertaken. 
I felt  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  Board  of  Guardians  this 
day,  and  it  was  finally  agreed,  that  “ in  consideration  of  the  pressure  on  the 
master  arising  out  of  the  large  admissions  that  have  lately  taken  place  to  the 
house,  the  insufficiency  of  the  preparation  for  their  reception,  and  the  difficulty 
of  establishing  order  and  system  for  the  first  time  amongst  so  large  a number 
of  persons  rather  difficult  to  be  managed,  he  (the  master)  should  be  allowed  an 
assistant  for  three  weeks  at  20s.  per  week,  to  enable  him  to  put  things  into 
working  order;  but  that  if  after  that,  any  irregularities  took  place  or  any 
grounds  for  complaint  were  given,  he  must  be  considered  incompetent,  and 
steps  taken  to  procure  a person  better  suited  to  the  situation.” 

I shall  regret  this  necessity,  as  he  is  a most  painstaking  person  and  kind  and 
humane  to  the  inmates  of  the  house. 

An  increase  to  the  clerk’s  salary  (from  40/.  to  50/.,)  has  been  proposed,  partly 
to  enable  him  to  procure  an  assistant  occasionally,  when  extra  business  is  put 
upon  him,  as  in  the  present  instance,  and  partly  to  evince  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  at  the  manner  in  which  he  has  heretofore,  discharged 
his  duties. 

The  Commissioners  will  perceive  from  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  day’s  meeting,  that  the  election  of  collectors  of  Poor-rates  did  not  take 
place,  but  that  it  has  been  postponed  for  a fortnight,  viz.,  till  Saturday  the 
1st  of  January,  1848 ; and  further,  that  the  privilege  which  the  rate-payers  have 
enjoyed  for  the  past  fortnight;  should  be  extended  to  that  day. 

Not  a single  candidate  came  forward. 

I had  written  to  four  of  the  persons  whose  names  and  addresses  had  been 
transmitted  to  me  from  your  office,  notifying  my  readiness  to  recommend  their 
appointment,  and  stating  amount  of  sureties,  &c. 

From  No.  1,  Thomas  Jennings,  I received  for  reply  that  he  was  a sufferer 
from  rheumatic  pains,  and  unfit  for  duty;  from  No.  2,  William  Abbot,  that 
he  was  unable  to  procure  sureties ; from  No.  3,  that  he  was  quite  prepared  to 
come  but  could  not  procure  a conveyance  across  the  country  from  Cavan  to 
bring  him  in  time  for  the  election ; from  No.  4,  I have  not  as  yet  received  any 
reply.  y 

I am  of  opinion,  that  if  the  proposed  plan  is  to  be  carried  out,  viz.,  that  of 
appomtmg . to  the  office  of  poor-rate  collectors  from  the  superannuated  con- 
stabulary list,  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  inspect  the  candidates  pre- 
viously to  their  presenting  themselves  at  the  election,  in  order  to  ascertain  that 
they  possessed  the  necessary  qualifications,  and  of  all  things  that  they  did  not 
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labour  under  rheumatism  or  any  other  physical  disability,  as  strength  and  con- 
stitution will  be  indispensably  necessary  for  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

I would  therefore  propose,  that  previously  to  the  1st  of  January,  I should, 
by  letter,  call  the  parties  to  Dublin  on  a certain  day,  and  that  either  some  com- 
petent person  should  be  directed  to  inspect  them  or  that  I should  go  up  to 
town  for  that  purpose. 

I feel  anxious  on  this  subject,  as  the  success  or  the  reverse  of  this  plan  will 
depend  on  a judicious  selection  of  persons. 

The  Commissioners  will  perceive  that  we  have  got  in  a sum  of  45 71  15s.  6d. 
this  week  under  the  arrangement  of  allowing  collectors’  fees  to  the  ratepayers. 

This  measure  works  well,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  awkwardness  of 
giving  a receipt  for  a sum  of  which  only  seven-eighths  have  been  paid,  I can 
see  no  objection  to  it,  and  a great  many  beneficial  results. 

It  undoubtedly  effects  a saving  of  one-eiglith  to  the  ratepayer,  and  thereby 
places  him  in  a better  position  to  meet  the  next  call  upon  him. 

I think  also  it  will  have  the  effect,  to  a certain  extent,  of  removing  opposition 
to  the  principle  of  payment  of  poor-rates,  (where  such  exists,)  as  I should  hope 
the  example  of  the  numbers  who  are  coming  forward  and  paying,  voluntarily, 
would  not  fail  to  influence  those  persons  who  have  heretofore  opposed  poor- 
rates  on  principle,  more  particularly  if  those  who  still  continue  defaulters,  be 
hereafter  coerced  by  a good  selection  of  collectors. 

I fear  the  non-appearance  of  our  candidates  will  affect  our  receipts  for  the 
next  fortnight,  as  I attribute  a good  deal  of  the  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  rate- 
payers to  avail  themselves  of  the  temporary  arrangement  to  the  prospect  of  the 
collection  being  about  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  individuals  perfectly  free 
from  any  local  influences. 

To  guard  against  such  a result  a strong  resolution  has  been  entered  into  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians. 

I have  no  doubt  but  that  we  shall  receive  a large  sum  between  this  and  the 
dayof  election,  such  an  amount  as  might  probably  influence  a gentleman  in  his 
acceptance  of  the  office,  but  the  poundage  on  the  residue  will  be  more  than 
sufficient  remuneration  for  persons  in  the  rank  of  superannuated  constables,  who 
will  no  doubt  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  at  least  as  well  as  the  gentlemen. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  state  that  we  were  this  day  enabled  to  admit  143 
paupers  without  being  under  the  necessity  of  refusing  any  applicant,  except  on 
thegrounds  of  nonconformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

I hope  we  shall  have  some  additional  accommodation  prepared  by  next 
Saturday.  I am  fitting  up  the  sheds  and  every  other  spot  that  may  afford  any. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  21,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  communicated  with  Sir  Randolph  Routh  on 
the  subject  of  the  delay  in  the  issue  of  supplies  of  provisions  from  the  Commis- 
sariat stores. 

With  reference  to  the  state  of  the  workhouse,  and  the  employment  of  an 
assistant  to  the  workhouse  master,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  do  not 
object  to  the  temporary  employment  of  an  assistant  to  the  master,  and  they  are 
prepared  to  remove  the  master  from  his  office  unless  he  resigns  whenever  you 
report  that  such  a step  is  necessary. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  sanction  the  pro- 
posed increase  of  the  clerk’s  salary  temporarily,  with  a view  to  his  procuring 
the  necessary  assistance,  but  they  must  withhold  their  sanction  to  a permanent 
increase  of  the  clerk’s  salary  until  the  Union  accounts  shall  have  been  audited 
to  the  29th  September  last. 

As  regards  the  proposed  appointment  of  collectors  .of  poor-rate,  I am  to  state, 
that  as  the  only  person  among  those  of  the  candidates  from  whom  you  have  re- 
ceived replies,  and  who  appears  capable  of  going  to  the  Union,  expresses  his 
unwillingness  to  go,  and  the  others  state  their  inability,  the  Commissioners 
consider  that  it  will  not  be  found  necessary  to  summon  the  parties  to  Dublin, 
putting  them  to  expense  and  inconvenience,  but  such  as  may  offer  to  go  to 
Carrick-on-Shannon,  should  be  apprised  that  their  employment  will  depend  on 
their  being  found  fit  from  bodily  strength  and  capability  to  keep  the  accounts, 
as  well  as  give  security. 


Carricfe-on-Shan- 
non  Union. 
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The  Commissioners  recommend  you  to  have  a notice  for  candidates  inserted 
in  the  “Weekly  Advertiser,”  which  will  be  published  on  Friday  next. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  22,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st 
instant,  relative  to  my  report  of  the  16th  instant,  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kane’s  letter 
to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  on  the  subject  of  the  distress  at  present 
existing  in  this  Union. 

As  some  of  the  statements  in  my  report  alluded  to  in  your  letter,  appear  to 
require  further  explanation,  I have  this  day  taken  such  steps  as  enable  me  to 
give  the  following  with  confidence. 

Upon  a careful  investigation  made  this  day  in  the  workhouse,  in  person,  I 
find  that  of  916  individuals  in  the  house  at  present,  49  heads  of  families,  or 
207  individuals  still  retain  houses,  having  locked  them  up  on  entering  the 
workhouse;  the  remaining  709  are  houseless;  337  of  the  latter  class  have 
already  been  rejected  on  the  grounds  of  their  applications  not  being  in  con- 
formity with  the  requirements  of  the  law  : these  will  no  doubt  present  them- 
selves on  legal  applications.  Add  to  this  number  at  least  1200,  the  number 
still  wandering  about  the  Union,  which  is  under  the  calculation  generally 
made,  and  you  have  2246  without  homes  or  houses  where  they  could  receive 
out-door  maintenance. 

With  respect  to  the  remaining  habitations  in  the  Union  being  insufficient  to 
receive  these  poor  persons,  I would  not  be  understood  as  having  intended  to 
convey  this  meaning;  but  I feel  perfectly  assured  that  the  proprietors  of  those 
habitations,  though  they  may  give  these  wanderers  a night’s  shelter  from  the 
storm  in  their  stables  or  out-houses,  will  never  allow  them  to  become  permanent 
lodgers,  or  in  any  other  way  to  gain  a footing  on  their  premises ; indeed,  even 
if  so  disposed,  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  do  so. 

With  regard  to  the  mode  in  which  these  poor  persons  are  now  lodged,  I can 
state,  from  my  own  knowledge,  that  a large  majority  of  them  are  entirely 
dependent  on  the  resources  above  mentioned,  which  often  fail  them.  Their 
cries  may  be  heard  all  night  in  the  streets  of  this  town;  and  since  my  arrival 
here  I have  constantly  been  obliged  to  procure  shelter  in  the  stables  in  the 
neighbourhood  for  persons  whom  I have  found  perishing  in  the  streets  at 
12  o clock  at  night.  The  next  day  they  have  been  received  provisionally  into 
the  workhouse. 

A considerable  number  of  temporary  huts  may  be  seen  erected  against  the 
backs  of  ditches  on  the  road-side ; and  even  these,  I find,  are  rarely  inhabited 
two  consecutive  weeks  by  the  same  family. 

The  Guardians  do  not  appear  at  all  inclined  to  oppose  any  plan  that  I may 
suggest  to  them  to  meet  the  difficulties ; but  most  inconvenient  delays  take 
place  in  the  execution  of  all  their  orders,  partly  from  the  scarcity  of  tradesmen, 
and  partly  from  the  unwillingness  of  the  few  that  are  here  to  work  for  em- 
ployers who  have  not  hitherto  paid  their  debts. 

. It  is  my  intention  to  bring  before  the  Guardians,  at  our  meeting  to-morrow, 
the  necessity  that  exists  for  immediately  providing  increased  accommodation 
for  the  paupers  already  in  the  house,  to  enable  us  to  apply  the  workhouse  test 
to  future  applicants ; and  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  only  building  within 
the  Union  which  I think  can  be  made  available  for  that  purpose,  viz.,  the 
Jamestown  Mill,  which,  with  a small  outlay,  would  accommodate  500.  It  is 
at  present  the  property  of  the  Shannon  Commissioners,  and  used  partly  as  an 
implement  store.  The  greater  part  is  at  present  unoccupied.  It  is  at  such  a 
distance  as  would  render  the  exercise  of  control  and  supervision  not  difficult. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  state  that  I have  already  forwarded  the  letter  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Kane  to  your  office. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  28,  1847. 

Adverting  to  your  letter  of  the  22nd  instant,  in  which  you  state  that 
the  cries  of  destitute  persons  may  be  heard  in  the  streets  of  Carrick-on-Shannon 
all  night,  and  that  since  yo.ur  arrival  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  you  have  constantly 
been  obliged  to  provide  shelter  in  the  stables  in  the  neighbourhood  for  persons 
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whom  you  have  found  perishing  in  the  streets,  the  Commissioners  desire  to 
observe  that  the  state  of  things  disclosed  in  your  report  leads  the  Commis- 
sioners towards  the  conclusion  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  they  should 
issue  an  order  authorising  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  under  the  2nd 
section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act;  and  they  request  you  to 
report  to  them  whether,  in  your  opinion,  there  are  any  decided  reasons  why 
such  order  should  not  be  issued  forthwith. 

The  Commissioners  request  you  to,  be  so  good  as  to  give  them  an  answer  on 
this  point  by  return  of  post ; and  with  reference  to  the  want  of  lodging  for 
some  of  the  destitute  in  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  request  you  to  report 
whether  you  have  any  suggestion  to  make  to  the  Commissioners  on  this 
subject. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — December  25,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I have  been  employed  for  the  last  week  principally  in  putting  the  rationing 
of  the  schools  into  operation,  in  ascertaining  the  amount  of  accommodation  in 
the  Union  available  l'or  the  reception  of  a portion  of  the  present  inmates  of  the 
workhouse,  should  it  become  necessary  to  remove  them,  in  order  to  be  in  a 
position  to  apply  the  workhouse  test  to  all  future  applicants  for  relief,  and  in 
endeavouring  to  establish  order,  cleanliness,  and  discipline  in  the  house. 

I am  enabled  to  report  considerable  progress  in  the  rationing  of  the  schools, 
having  issued  12,600  rations  during  the  week  to  38  schools. 

The  bread  is  much  liked  by  the  poor  children ; but  it  would  appear  from  the 
majority  of  the  communications  which  I have  received  in  reply  to  my  circulars, 
that  uncooked  food  would  be  much  more  acceptable. 

The  Commissioners  will  perceive  by  the  circulars  which  I enclose,  that  I am 
by  no  means  unreasonable  in  my  requirements ; however,  if  I receive  the  co- 
operation I ask  for,  I expect  to  be  able  to  carry  out  the  rationing  on  any  scale 
the  Association  may  direct. 

I am  at  present  keeping  within  the  numbers  which  may  be  accommodated  in 
the  school-rooms,  not  without  considerable  difficulty  and  much  dissatisfaction  at 
the  limitation. 

I shall  forward  to  the  Count  de  Strzelecki  a report  of  the  week’s  expenses, 
&c.  &c. 

As  regards  the  accommodation  before  referred  to,  I cannot  as  yet  find  any  so 
suitable  as  the  Jamestown  mills,  which  I have  mentioned  before. 

The  Guardians  have  made  application  to  the  Shannon  Commissioners,  with 
a view  to  ascertain  if  they  would  let  them  for  a limited  period,  as  also  what 
would  be  the  terms  required. 

I feel  most  anxious  about  the  success  of  this  application,  as  I have  no  doubt 
nothing  but  the  power  of  applying  the  workhouse  test  will  enable  us  to  place 
any  limits  to  the  amount  of  relief  which  we  shall  be  immediately  called  on  to 
administer.  Under  any  circumstances,  out-door  relief  will  become  necessary 
immediately,  and  I have  called  a special  meeting  of  the  Guardians  to  take  the 
necessary  preliminary  steps. 

As  regards  the  workhouse,  I have  again  to  state  that,  from  the  difficulty  of 
having  arrangements  carried  out  by  the  present  staff  of  officers,  I wras  under  the 
necessity  of  bringing  the  matter  before  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  yesterday, 
and  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  appoint  other  persons  to  several 
offices,  as  such  are  the  habits  contracted  by  those  who  at  present  hold  them, 
that  I fear  it  will  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  make  them  satisfactory  officers. 

The  master’s  books  are  again  in  arrear,  and  there  are  other  grounds  of  com- 
plaint, so  that  I think  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  given  him  by  the  Guar- 
dians to  have  his  books  and  other  parts  of  his  establishment  in  order,  it  will  be 
found  necessary  to  procure  another. 

It  wrould  be  most  desirable  in  such  an  event  (if  possible)  to  procure  the  ser- 
vices of  a person  wrho  served  the  office  before,  as  experience  as  well  as  energy 
will  be  required  to  bring  the  establishment  into  a proper  state  of  discipline  and 
order. 

The  Guardians  have  been  enabled  to  pay  some  debts  this  week,  and  thereby 
to  revive  their  credit,  and  quiet  some  of  the  most  clamorous  of  their  creditors. 


Carrick-on-Shan- 
non Union. 
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Considerable  sums  have  been  paid  in  this  week  by  the  rate-payers,  but  I fear 
the  amount  has  been  effected  by  the  supposed  difficulty  of  procuring 
collectors. 

I have  received  replies  from  others  of  the  constabulary  to  whom  I had 
applied ; as  I anticipated,  their  principal  difficulty  appears  to  be  that  of 
obtaining  the  necessary  sureties. 

There  is  another  obstacle  which  will  no  doubt  militate  against  the  acceptance 
of  the  office  of  collector  of  poor  rates  ii&this  Union,  viz.,  the  necessity  for  col- 
lecting the  entire  rate  within  a given  time,  before  the  collector  can  become 
entitled  to  any  part  of  his  emoluments. 

Now  the  fact  is,  in  this  Union,  of  the  present  liabilities  of  the  rate-payers 
there  is  a sum  of  at  least  3,500Z.,  which  I do  not  think  can  be  collected  within 
the  time  specified,  or  during  the  period  that  the  present  occupants  shall 
continue  to  hold  the  tenements  rated ; there  being  nothing  tangible  on  their 
holdings  at  present,  and  it  being  only  a question  of  time  when  they  will  be 
obliged  to  give  them  up ; before  which  event  I do  not  think  it  possible  to 
collect  the  rates  so  circumstanced. 

We  have  admitted  a few  applicants  from  time  to  time  this  week ; the  number 
at  present  in  the  house  is  9 1 6. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  28,  1847. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  recommend  you  to  have  advertise- 
ments for  candidates  published,  stating  the  amount  of  rate  uncollected,  the 
poundage  to  be  allowed,  and  the  security  to  be  given  by  each  collector. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that,  such  arrears  of  rate  as  may  remain  due 
by  insolvent  occupiers  giving  up  their  holdings,  will  be  transferred  in  the 
succeeding  rate,  as  arrears  to  be  paid  by  the  new  occupiers,  who  will  be  entitled 
to  deduct  the  amount  from  the  rent. 

The  Commissioners  have  communicated  with  the  Shannon  Commissioners, 
as  regards  the  Jamestown  mills,  which  you  recommend  should  be  procured  for 
an  auxiliary  workhouse. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  29,  1847. 

I have  to  state,  in  reference  to  your  letter  received  this  day,  that  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  an  order  for  out- door  relief  should  not  be  issued  forth- 
with ; on  the  contrary  I have  endeavoured  (I  regret  to  say)  in  vain  to  bring  the 
Guardians  together  for  the  purpose  of  applying  for  the  sanction  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  such  a measure,  and  taking  such  steps  as  should  appear  necessary 
to  carry  it  out  with  advantage  to  the  destitute  poor  and  the  Union. 

It  is  my  intention  on  the  next  day  of  meeting,  Saturday  next,  to  require  the 
appointment  of  a Committee  of  Guardians,  who  will  attend  daily  in  the  Board- 
room  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  execution  the  arrangements  entered  into  at 
the  ordinary  meetings,  promptly  and  effectually,  and  lending  their  sanction  to 
such  measures  as  may  become  necessary  to  meet  the  various  and  urgent  cases 
which  arise  daily  in  the  present  condition  of  our  affairs. 

I consider  such  an  arrangement  indispensable,  as  without  their  sanction  I 
cannot  take  those  steps  which  can  alone  enable  us  to  save  the  people  and  the 
Union. 

I find  that  in  addition  to  the  Jamestown  mills,  we  may  procure  accommoda- 
tion lor  200  at  Jamestown  and  200  at  Drumshambo,  which  I should  hope  would 
be  quite  as  much  as  we  should  require;  but  pending  the  arrangements  for 
obtaining  these,  which  will  be  ultimately  necessary,  I should  strongly  recom- 
mend the  distribution  of  bread  rations  at  the  workhouse  and  at  Drumshambo, 
and  perhaps  Elphin,  to  all  legitimate  applicants  for  admission  to  the 
workhouse. 

This  arrangement  would  give  us  time  to  take  such  steps  as  would  enable  us 
to  guard,  in  a great  measure,  against  the  evils  of  out-door  relief ; and  I do  not 
think  abuses,  to  any  great  extent,  would  take  place  during  the  period  it  would 
be  necessary  to  continue  it. 

A sufficient  quantity  of  bread  could  easily  be  baked  in  this  town  for  the 
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entire  Union,  as  I have  now  two  ovens  at  my  disposal,  in  addition  to  the  two 
employed  in  baking  for  the  school. 

I have  endeavoured  to  comply  with  the  directions  of  the  Commissioners  in 
replying  by  return  of  post,  but  not  as  I should  have  wished,  as  I have  been 
particularly  busy  to-day  at  the  workhouse,  in  consequence  of  the  master  and 
several  of  the  other  officers  being  confined  to  their  beds  with  various  ailments. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  30,  1S47. 

An  order  will  be  issued  to-morrow,  in  the  form  enclosed  herewith, 
authorizing  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  afford  out-door  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  with  reference  to  your  former  reports,  that 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  the  Commissioners  of  the  precise  circumstances 
under  which  destitute  persons  at  night,  had  no  house  or  shelter  in  the  Union. 

For  example,  the  Commissioners  are  anxious  to  know  whether  the  parties 
alluded  to  in  your  previous  reports,  were  ejected  tenants,  and  if  so,  whether 
their  cabins  were  pulled  down,  and  how  you  would  now  propose  to  provide  for 
them. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Flanagan,  Inspector,  and  Captain  Wynne: — 
December  31,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith  a copy  of  an 
order  which  they  have  this  day  issued,  authorizing  the  Guardians  of  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  to  afford  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied. 

I am  at  the  same  time,  to  enclose  a copy  of  a letter  which  has  been  addressed 
to  the  Guardians  relative  to  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied  persons  who 
are  to  receive  relief,  and  the  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  afford  the  Guardians  all  the  advice  and  assistance  in  your  power, 
to  enable  them  to  carry  out  the  order  with  the  most  effect  and  advantage. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — December  31,  1847- 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter.  No.  44413, 
requesting  the  precise  circumstances  under  which  the  destitute  persons  referred 
to  in  my  report  were  found  to  be,  and  in  reply  I beg  to  state,  that  in  all  cases 
they  were  families  or  remnants  of  families  who  had  lost  their  cabins,  some  by 
ejectments,  some  by  agreements  with  their  landlords  for  a sum  of  money,  or 
other  consideration ; in  all  cases,  as  far  as  I could  obtain  information,  the 
cabins  have  been  pulled  down.  In  two  instances,  the  parties  had,  upon  appli- 
cation, been  discharged  from  the  workhouse  some  time  previously . F or  instance, 
a case  which  came  under  my  notice  this  morning : I was  informed  by  my 
servant,  that  a woman  named  Catherine  Little,  who,  with  three  children,  had 
remained  all  night  by  the  gaol  wall,  not  being  able  to  obtain  shelter  in  the 
town.  I immediately  proceeded  to  the  spot,  and  on  investigation  found  the 
statement  correct. 

I need  scarcely  add  that  the  group  presented  a spectacle  truly  deplorable  and 
heartrending,  and  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  is  almost  miraculous 
that  they  still  live.  This  woman  and  children  were  discharged  from  the 
workhouse  on  the  3rd  instant,  on  their  own  application.  I have  sent  them 
back  to  the  house  this  day ; many  similar  cases  have  occurred,  and  I fear  the 
numbers  will  increase,  as  this  day  30  persons  were,  upon  their  application, 
discharged  from  the  house,  who,  I am  informed,  have  neither  cabin  to  go  to, 
nor  any  resource  whatever  to  look  to  for  subsistence  but  begging  (now  a most 
precarious  one). 

I must  here  add,  that  I fear  the  extent  of  destitution  in  this  Union  has  never 
been  fairly  represented,  it  is  perfectly  frightful ; accustomed  as  I am  to  scenes 
of  misery  in  the  western  counties,  I have  never  met  with  so  extensive  and 
almost  hopeless  destitution. 

With  regard  to  the  mode  in  which  I should  propose  to  provide  for  the 
homeless  of  the  Union,  the  case  presents  great  difficulties.  I should,  however, 


k-on-Shan- 
i Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


154  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


CaVnon  Unimi>an*  at  once  P^ace  ^lose  °f  ^ie  present  inmates  of  the  house  who  have  cabins  on  out- 

non HI011*  door  relief  in  those  cabins.  I should  also  call  upon  them,  where  their  family 

is  small,  to  take  another  family,  also  small,  as  lodgers ; this  would  provide  for, 
I should  hope,  from  300  to  400. 

By  this  means  we  should  retain  the  power  of  applying  the  workhouse  test 
to  cases  of  able-bodied  applicants,  and  at  the  same  time  make  room  for  some 
of  the  homeless.  For  the  remainder  of  this  class,  I should  with  all  possible 
despatch  provide  bedding,  &c.,  at  Jamestown  mills,  or  the  other  places  already 
mentioned  by  me  under  the  superintendence  of  a temporary  master  and  staff*. 
I should  supply  their  establishments  with  bread  and  milk.  Bread  to  be  baked 
in  tins  town  till  such  time  as  a bakery  could  be  erected  at  the  workhouse. 

I am  aware  that  considerable  difficulties  will  attend  the  details  of  this  plan, 
but  I cannot  devise  any  other  more  suited  to  the  present  emergency. 

In  the  meantime  I would  recommend  all  undoubted  cases  of  destitution, 
properly  brought  forward  by  the  relieving  officers,  to  be  placed  on  the  out-door 
relief  list,  to  receive  bread  rations  forwarded  from  this  town,  to  the  most 
convenient  place  in  each  electoral  division  once  a week,  reserving  the  workhouse 
test  for  such  cases  as  may  not  appear  urgent. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  4,  1848. 

In  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  in  which  you  state  that  30 
persons  were  on  the  3rd  ultimo,  discharged  on  their  own  application  from  the 
workhouse,  who  had  neither  cabin,  you  were  informed,  to  go  to,  nor  any 
resource  whatever  for  subsistence  except  begging,  the  Commissioners  request 
you  to  be  so  good  as  to  state  whether  you  can  explain  why  the  parties  referred 
to  left  the  workhouse. 

With  regard  to  your  suggestions  for  remedying  the  want  of  proper  shelter 
for  the  destitute  in  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  express  their  con- 
currence in  your  views,  and  they  request  you  to  bring  them  under  the  notice  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  at  their  next  meeting. 

At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  have  to  observe  that  they  would  readily 
sanction  the  erection  of  temporary  sheds  or  buildings  as  a shelter  for  the 
houseless  at  this  inclement  season  of  the  year,  if  the  measures  which  you 
recommend  should  not  be  found  adequate  to  the  necessities  of  the  case. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  1,  1S48. 

I this  day  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  when 
much  business  was  transacted.  Upon  the  order  of  the  Commissioners  bein°* 
read  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  together  with  the  printed  letter 
containing  directions  to  the  Guardians  for  carrying  out  the  same,  the  Board 
appeared  unanimously  resolved  on  forthwith  tendering  their  resignations,  and 
calling  on  the  Commissioners  to  appoint  paid  Guardians,  alleging  as  their 
reasons  their  utter  inability  to  cope  with  the  difficulties  which  presented  them- 
selves, in  consequence  of  the  vast  extent  of  destitution  prevailing  in  the  Union, 
the  inadequacy  of  the  pecuniary  means  at  their  disposal,  and  the  insufficiency 
of  that  portion  of  their  time  which  they  could  spare  from  their  ordinary  occu- 
pations to  apply  those  means  with  advantage,  to  the  destitute  poor  and  to  the 
Union. 

Much  discussion  took  place;  and  upon  my  laying  before  them  the  details  of 
the  course  which  I should  recommend  for  their  adoption,  and  which  in  my 
opniion  only  requires  energy,  zeal,  and  activity  in  the  execution,  to  insure  its 
success,  the  Board  unanimously  resolved  to  adjourn  their  meeting  to  Monday 
the  3rd  instant,  and  from  day  to  day  afterwards,  whilst  the  necessity  for-  daily 
meetings  continues,  in  order  to  avoid  delays  which  might  otherwise  arise  in 
carrying  out  such  measures  as  may  become  necessary  from  time  to  time,  and 
which  require  the  sanction  of  the  Guardians. 

I am  anxious  to  work  on  with  the  present  Board  rather  than  be  driven  to 
the  alternative  of  paid  Guardians,  although  aware  that  the  latter  would  con- 
siderably lighten  my  labours  and  responsibility;  but  so  long  as  the  former 
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continue  to  adopt  all  my  suggestions,  and  do  not  oppose  any  proposition  I 
weMit  * <*°  n0t  conceiye  * should  allow  those  considerations  to  have  any 

I regret  to  say  that  no  candidate  for  the  office  of  poor-rate  collector  appeared, 
notwithstanding  that  I had  previously  taken  those  steps  recommended  by  the 
Commissioners  m their  letter  of  28th  ultimo. 

It  was  necessary  that  I should  write  consecutively,  to  avoid  undertaking  to 
recommend  a greater  number  of  candidates  than  could  he  appointed.  ° 

I do  not  think  we  can  expect  to  procure  collectors  from  this  source  viz  the 
superannuated  constabulary,  as  the  obtaining  the  necessary  sureties,  appears  to 
be  an  insuperable  obstacle. 

You  will  perceive  in  the  minutes  of  this  day’s  proceedings,  that  a resolution 
has  been  passed,  postponing  the  election  to  Saturday  the  8th  instant,  and 
requesting  my  assistance  in  procuring  fit  and  proper  candidates. 

I think  it  of  the  greatest  importance  that  we  should  be  able  to  procure  suit- 
able  persons  to  bring  forward  on  that  day,  as  further  delay  must  tend  to  increase 
the  difficulty  of  enforcing  the  payment  of  the  rates  by  diminishing  the  tangible 
property  of  the  Union.  ° 

I may  also  add,  that,  as  I anticipated,  the  anxiety  of  the  ratepayers  to  avail 
themselves  of  their  opportunity  of  saving  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  has  considerably 
abated  m consequence  of  the  non-appearance  of  the  strangers  with  whom  they 
were  threatened  for  now  three  election  days.  This  will  appear  from  the  amount 
paid  to  the  treasurer  for  the  last  fortnight,  which,  although  considerable,  would 
Have  been  much  larger  but  for  an  opinion  that  prevails  generally,  that  it  will 
be  difficult  to  induce  strangers  to  come  into  the  country. 

Seeing  then  the  necessity  for  despatch,  as  also  that  time  will  not  admit  an 
advertisement  m the  Weekly  Advertiser,  and  feeling  that  a full  explanation  of 
the  duties  of  the  office  of  collector  should  be  made  to  the  candidates,  together 
with  many  other  necessary  matters,  previous  to  their  offering  themselves  for 
election,  I would  propose  that  two  gentlemen  should  be  selected  in  Dublin 
where  the  necessary  explanation  may  be  given  them  by  such  persons  as  the 
Commissioners  may  appoint ; or  should  the  Commissioners  approve  of  my 
gomg  to  Dublin  for  that  purpose,  I have  no  doubt  but  that  I should  find  little 
difficulty  in  procuring  two  suitable  persons.  I have  already  received  a com- 
munication from  a Mr.  M‘Cullagh,  whose  sureties  are  unexceptionable,  but  of 
nis  other  qualifications  I have  no  means  of  judging. 

I have  again  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  state  of  the 
workhouse,  with  the  view  of  having  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  attention  directed  to  it. 
It  is  utterly  impossible  that  any  master  aud  staff  can  keep  it  clean,  comfortable, 
and  orderly,  while  it  remains  in  its  present  state  of  repair.  The  windows  and 
walls  generally  leak,  so  as  to  flood  the  rooms  in  wet  weather.  The  pump  is  so 
unfortunately  situated  as  to  receive  the  water  coming  from  the  portion  of  the 
building  situated  above  it,  which  fills  the  shaft,  and,  as  the  subsoil  is  porous, 
floods  the  portion  of  the  building  which  lies  below  the  level  of  the  top  of  the 
shaft,  constantly  extinguishing  the  fire  under  the  boilers,  and  producing  incon- 
vemencies  of  various  descriptions— I have  no  doubt  affecting  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  the  inmates  of  the  house. 

Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  a supply  of  clothes,  which 
■are  badly  wanted  since  the  late  large  admissions  to  the  house.  The  Guardians* 
orders  have  been  refused  by  Dublin  houses,  notwithstanding  that  cash  payment 
was  promised. 

One  of  the  Guardians  goes  to  Dublin  on  Monday,  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing the  articles  required,  for  which  purpose  he  has  been  furnished  with  a 
cheque  for  200/. 

The  Commissioners  will  perceive  that  considerable  sums  have  been  paid  this 
week,  and  credit  proportionally  revived.  Our  funds  are  still  m a tolerable  safe 
state. 

Before  the  termination  of  the  meeting  we  entered  all  legitimate  claimants 
for  admission  to  the  house  on  the  out-door  relief  list,  and  provided  them  forth- 
with with  bread  rations  for  the  week.  The  majority  of  them  were  houseless, 
hut  we  were  enabled  to  obtain  shelter  for  them  till  next  Saturday,  when  I hope 
to  have  made  some  permanent  arrangement  for  that  purpose.  A daily  ration 
20  ozs.  of  bread,  rye  meal  and  Indian  meal  in  equal  quantities,  will  cost  lie/. 

X 2 


Can-ick-nn-Shan- 
□on  Union 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


156  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Carrkk-on-Shan-  per  day,  or  8| d.  per  week.  We  expect  a severe  pressure  upon  us  this  week,  as 
non  Union.  iarge  numbers  have  held  back  heretofore  in  expectation  of  out-door  relief.  We 
shall,  however,  endeavour  to  apply  the  workhouse  test  to  all  applicants,  but 
invariably  to  the  able-bodied. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  4,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the  Board  of  Guardians 
in  procuring  the  services  of  competent  persons  for  the  collection  of  the  poor- 
rate,  and  the  probability  of  your  obtaining  the  services  of  two  collectors  in  case 
you  should  proceed  to  Dublin,  I am  to  state  that,  if  by  coming  to  Dublin  you 
can  procure  the  services  of  two  collectors,  the  Commissioners  do  not  object  to 
this  course,  but  they  trust  that  you  will  give  notice  to  the  candidates,  so  as  to 
ensure  your  immediately  seeing  them,  and  returning  to  the  Union. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  5,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th 
instant,  and  in  reply  to  that  part  which  requests  that  I may  state  the  reasons  why 
30  persons  applied  for  their  discharge,  as  stated  by  me  in  a former  report,  I have 
to  state,  that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  persons  alluded  to  when  I remonstrated 
with  them  on  the  imprudence  and  impropriety  of  the  step  they  were  about  to  take, 
was,  “ that  they  wished  to  get  their  children  on  the  list  which  was  then  being 
“ rationed  at  the  schools.” 

I of  course  informed  them  that  I should  disappoint  their  expectations,  but  could 
not  dissuade  them  from  leaving  the  house. 

Many  others  have  applied  for  their  discharge  this  day,  and  will  go,  in  despite  of 
all  can  be  said  to  them. 

I made  use  of  a strong  argument,  and  a fearful  one — I brought  them  to  see  a 
woman  and  three  children,  who  had  left  the  workhouse  the  day  before  stating  that 
she  had  a house,  and  that  she  would  go  immediately  to  it,  instead  of  which  the 
unhappy  wretch  got  intoxicated,  lay  down  in  an  exposed  place,  and  in  a few  hours 
after  (half  past  eight)  the  four  were  lifeless  corpses.  The  party  consisted  of  two 
women  and  five  children  ; two  of  the  children  have  recovered  with  much  difficulty, 
the  surviving  woman  was  insensible  from  the  quantity  she  had  drank,  but  in  no 
other  respects  the  worse. 

I brought  the  applicants  for  discharge  to  view  the  remains  of  these  unhappy 
creatures,  as  the  strongest  argument  against  their  following  the  same  course,  but 
all  in  vain,  they  still  persisted  in  leaving.  I have  given  directions  to  have  watch- 
men placed  on  the  house,  till  the  inmates  retire  and  the  doors  are  locked ; but  if 
they  still  continue  wickedly  bent  on  their  own  destruction,  I cannot  prevent  them. 

Since  out-door  relief  has  been  mentioned,  several  who  were  prevented  from 
leaving,  not  being  able  to  show  that  they  possessed  houses,  have  scaled  the  walls 
and  absconded  with  the  Union  clothes; 

Every  possible  exertion  is  being  made  to  meet  the  frightful  extent  of  destitution, 
but  such  sad  occurrences  as  I have  now  mentioned,  which  will  take  place  iu  despite 
of  any  exertions,  are  most  disheartening. 

I have  to  add,  that  the  unfortunate  party  above  alluded  to,  received  their  break- 
fast and  a week’s  rations  on  leaving  the  workhouse,  with  intimation  that  they 
should  receive  their  future  rations  in  the  electoral  division  to  which  they  belonged. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — January  9,  1848. 

As  agreed  upon  by  the  resolution  of  this  day  week,  the  Board  of 
Guardians  met  upon  Monday  last,  and  from  day  to  day  afterwards,  transacting 
such  business  and  sanctioning  such  measures  as  it  became  necessary  to  adopt, 
from  time  to  time. 

The  first  subject  to  which  their  attention  was  drawn  was,  the  establishing 
out-door  relief  on  such  a footing  as  we  conceived  best  calculated  to  guard 
against  abuses. 
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We  accordingly  placed  such  of  the  inmates  of  the  house  as  had  cabins,  or 
could  procure  lodgings  in  their  respective  electoral  divisions,  on  the  out-door 
relief  lists,  allowing  them  to  leave  the  house,  providing  them  with  a week’s 
rations,  and  directing  them  to  proceed  forthwith  to  their  respective  electoral 
divisions,  where  arrangements  would  he  made  for  their  future  rationing,  and 
apprizing  them  that  in  no  other  electoral  division  could  they  receive  relief. 

We  directed  the  several  relieving  officers  to  furnish  to  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians two  distinct  lists,  the  one  for  out-door  relief  containing  the  names  of  all 
applicants  who  not  being  able-bodied  had  cabins,  or  were  able  to  obtain 
lodging,  and  were  in  a state  of  undoubted  destitution ; the  other  containing  the 
names  of  all  able-bodied  applicants,  and  such  other  paupers  as  were  unable  to 
procure  shelter,  and  that  those  persons  on  the  latter  list  should  in  all  cases 
where  practicable,  present  themselves  at  the  workhouse  for  admission. 

In  consequence  of  inattention  to  these  directions  on  the  part  of  the  relievin'* 
officers,  large  crowds  attended  this  day  at  the  workhouse,  to  whom  sufficient 
explanation  had  not  been  made  by  the  relieving  officer,  and  who,  being  able- 
bodied,  had  been  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  list  by  the  carelessness  of  that 
officer  We  applied  the  workhouse  test,  and  of  the  multitude  in  attendance 
only  4S  entered  the  house.  I need  not  say  that  this  misconduct  on  the  part 
of  the  relieving  officers  caused  considerable  embarrassment  to  the  Guardians, 
and  great  inconvenience  to  the  applicants,  who  in  many  cases  had  come  a dis- 
tance. 

The  misconduct  of  one  of  these  officers,  Mr.  M 'Donald,  was  especially  con- 
spicuous ; and  as  I had  strong  grounds  for  finding  fault  with  his  conduct  at 
every  meeting  of  the  Board  since  my  arrival  in  the  Union,  I called  for  his 
instantaneous  dismissal.  None  of  the  Guardians  would  move  a resolution  to 
this  effect,  although  all  concurred  in  the  necessity  for  the  step.  I stated  that  I 
would  relieve  them  from  their  embarrassment  by  recommending  to  the  Com- 
missioners the  dismissal  of  tliis  officer,  which  I hereby  do,  as  well  as  any  others 
who  might  in  future  follow  the  same  course.  I may  add  that  these  officers 
were  originally  badly  chosen,  and  have  fallen  into  very  bad  habits. 

The  out-door  relief  is  going  on  satisfactorily ; it  is  confined  to  baked  bread, 
rye  and  Indian  meal  in  equal  quantities,  sent  to  the  several  electoral  divisions 
on  fixed  days. 

As  the  number  of  recipients  increase  we  shall  require  the  assistance  of  the 
police,  and  perhaps  the  use  of  the  police  barrack,  as  in  many  localities  no 
sufficiently  secured  house  is  to  be  found.  To  obtain  this  an  order  from  Govern- 
ment will  be  necessary. 

We  have  fixed  upon  the  Elphin  stores  as  an  auxiliary  workhouse,  and  only 
await  the  proprietor’s  final  arrangement  of  terms  to  proceed  with  the  necessary 
preparations : it  is  more  secure  from  theft  than  the  workhouse,  being  entirely 
surrounded  by  a high  wall. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  election  of  poor-rate  collectors  has  been  again 
adjourned  to  Saturday  next.  Two  candidates,  Mr.  M'Cullagh  and  Mr.  Butler, 
accompanied  me  from  Dublin ; but  in  consequence  of  circumstances  which 
came  to  his  knowledge  on  his  arrival,  the  latter  gentleman  declined  to  offer 
himself.  Mr.  M'Cullagh  remains  till  next  Saturday,  when  we  will  be  able  to 
judge  of  his  competency  to  perform  the  duties  required  of  him.  I have  written 
to  the  county  of  Clare  to  two  young  gentlemen,  of  whose  competency  I had 
ample  opportunity  of  judging,  whilst  in  charge  of  that  county  last  winter. 
They  served  as  assistant  engineers,  and  under  the  trying  circumstances  of  that 
county  at  that  period  displayed  considerable  zeal,  ability,  and  intrepidity. 
They  are  just  the  men  we  want,  and  I have  done  everything  in  my  power  to 
induce  them  to  come.  Their  names,  Petty  and  Fitzgerald,  C.E. 

I dictate  this  from  my  bed,  where  I am  laid  up  with  a severe  attack  of 
influenza. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  11,  1848. 

I am  to  forward  for  your  information  a copy  of  a letter  which  the  Com- 
missioners have  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  in  transmitting  a copy 
of  an  order  which  has  been  issued  dismissing  Mr.  W.  M'Donald  from  the  office 
of  relieving  officer  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 


Carrick-on-Shan- 
non Union. 
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Carrick-on-Shan- 
non Union. 


I am  at  the  same  time,  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  101st 
and  102nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  with  regard  to  the  penalties 
which  may  be  enforced  against  Union  officers  disobeying  orders  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  or  Commissioners. 

Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — January  11,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  under  their  consideration  a report,  which  they  have  received  from  the  Inspector  of  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  in  which  he  represents  the  inconvenience  caused  by  the  inattention 
of  the  relieving  officers  to  the  instructions  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

It  appears  from  this  Teport  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  William  M‘Donald  has  been  particularly 
reprehensible,  and  the  Commissioners  have  deemed  it  right  to  mark  their  sense  of  it  by  issuing 
an  order  under  seal  for  his  dismissal. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  will 
not  fail  in  the  due  discharge  of  their  functions  to  act  with  promptness  and  decision  in  the 
removal  of  any  inefficient  or  insubordinate  officers  of  the  Union,  as  it  is  manifest  that  the 
affairs  of  the  Union  cannot  be  effectually  administered  unless  the  Guardians  enforce  obedience 
to  the  orders  which  they  give  to  the  Union  officers,  or  cause  more  efficient  officers  to  be 
appointed  in  their  room. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  15,  1848. 

I have  in  the  first  instance  to  state  that,  notwithstanding  the  resolution 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  adopted  at  their  meeting  of  the  1st  instant,  to  the 
effect  that  they  would  meet  daily  so  long  as  the  necessity  for  so  doing  should 
continue,  no  meeting  took  place  for  the  last  week  till  Saturday,  the  ordinary 
day  of  meeting. 

I may  observe  that  these  meetings  were  peculiarly  necessary  this  week,  as  I 
have  been  confined  to  bed  with  severe  illness,  and,  therefore,  unable  to  attend 
in  person,  to  the  carrying  out  of  those  measures  for  out-door  relief,  on  the 
prompt  execution  of  which  the  lives  of  hundreds  depend.  Notices  had  been 
posted  throughout  the  Union,  directing  those  poor  persons  whose  names  had 
been  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  lists,  to  attend  on  Monday  last  at  certain 
places  specified  in  said  notices,  in  each  relieving  officer’s  district,  where  their 
weekly  rations  would  be  issued  to  them  by  the  respective  relieving  officers. 

Arrangements  had  also  been  made  for  sending  out  bread  to  the  several 
appointed  places,  early  on  Monday  morning.  Upon  sending  on  Monday  at 
1 1 a.m.,  to  inquire  if  these  arrangements  had  been  carried  out,  I Avas  informed 
that  nothing  had  been  done  up  to  that  hour,  nor  Avas  anything  likely  to  be 
done  ; no  Guardians  in  attendance — the  master  ill  in  bed ; so  that,  in  fact,  if  I 
had  been  a shade  worse  than  I was,  the  poor  people  would  have  remained  all 
day  in  expectation  of  relief,  and  been  disappointed  after  perhaps  along  journey, 
Avlien  serious  consequences  might  have  occurred.  With  considerable  difficulty, 
and  through  the  exertions  of  persons  unconnected  with  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Laws,  I succeeded  in  preventing  any  more  serious  consequences 
than  a few  hours’  delay. 

I mention  these  circumstances  to  show  that,  in  the  existing  state  of  affairs, 
the  executive  duties  are  almost  entirely  thrown  on  me ; and  if  not  performed 
by  me,  or  under  my  superintendence,  are  not  performed  at  all. 

I may  be  permitted  to  assure  tbe  Commissioners,  that  I do  not  in  the  least 
object  to  any  additional  labour  throAAm  upon  me ; on  the  contrary,  I conceive  it 
to  be  my  duty,  as  it  is  my  anxious  wish,  to  promote,  by  every  exertion  I am 
capable  of,  as  well  as  by  any  means  within  my  reach,  the  effectual  carrying  out 
of  the  P oor  Law ; hut  I am  of  opinion  that  the  performance  of  duties,  on  the 
prompt  and  punctual  discharge  of  which  the  lives  of  multitudes  hang,  should 
not  be  alloAved  to  depend  solely  on  the  uncertain  exertions  of  one  individual  ; 
more  especially  under  circumstances  of  exposure  to  infection,  Avhich  greatly 
increase  the  chances  of  incapacity  from  illness. 

I never  expected  active  assistance  and  zealous  co-operation  from  the 
Guardians ; hut  finding  them  disposed  to  adopt  every  suggestion  offered  by  me, 
as  also  to  sanction  all  measures  which  I considered  expedient,  I Avas  disposed 
to  undertake  many  of  the  duties,  and  incur  much  of  the  responsibility,  which 
properly  should  belong  exclusively  to  them. 
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I need  scarcely  say  that,  in  the  present  state  of  this  Union,  the  exertions  Camck-on-Shan- 
110-vv  made  by  the  Guardians  will  not  be  found  at  all  adequate  to  meet  the  non  Union- 
difficulties  of  the  case.  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  I should  feel  satisfied 
with  the  amount  of  assistance  I receive;  but  in  the  extraordinary  circumstances 
of  this  Union,  nothing  short  of  the  constant  and  unremitting  exertions  of  intel- 
ligent and  efficient  men,  will  be  found  equal  to  the  task  of  righting  the  financial 
affairs  of  this  Union,  remodelling  the  staff  of  the  workhouse,  eradicating  a 
system  which  has  obtained  for  years,  and  which  continues  to  impair  the 
efficiency  of  the  entire  machinery ; in  fine,  of  uprooting  the  innumerable  abuses 
which  at  present  exist,  and  which  are  the  consequence  of  past  neglect  and  mis- 
management. 

I have  to  thank  the  Commissioners  for  their  prompt  attention  to  my  recom- 
mendation, for  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  McDonald,  relieving  officer,  a step  which 
has  produced  the  most  beneficial  results.  The  other  relieving  officers  brought 
forward  their  books  in  a satisfactory  state,  much  more  so  than  I conceived  they 
were  capable  of  doing.  J 

We  have  elected,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  M'Donald,  a person  who  appears 
to  me  a very  superior  man ; the  only  objection  I could  find  to  his  appoint- 
ment was  that  he  held  land.  I think  it  desirable  that  an  office  of  such 
responsibility  and  labour,  should  have  the  exclusive  time  and  thoughts  of 
the  person  discharging  its  duties.  I may  remark  that  generally,  the  persons 
filling  these  situations  in  this  Union  are  not  such  as  I should  choose,  but  the 
country  scarcely  affords  better.  In  a county  like  Leitrim,  where  the  degrees 
of  poverty  and  destitution  are  less  defined  than  in  any  other  part  of  Ireland  I 
am  acquainted  with,  and  where  the  inhabitants  have,  from  the  experience  of 
the  last  15  months,  acquired  a proficiency  in  the  art  of  deception  and  fraud 
that  is  quite  surprising,  the  duties  of  relieving  officers  require  a person  of  not 
only  tolerably  good  education,  but  of  natural  shrewdness  and  sagacity  as  well 
as  experience.  These  qualifications,  however,  have  rarely,  if  ever,  been  taken 
into  consideration  in  electing  to  the  office. 

We  had  to-day,  a heavy  pressure  for  both  out-door  and  in-door  relief.  WTe 
placed  about  625  on  the  out-door  list,  who  were  fit  objects  for  such  ; 220,  who 
are  able-bodied,  were  rationed  till  Tuesday,  when  they  were  directed  to  return 
and  enter  the  house.  We  intend  drafting  the  boys  to  a building  in  the  town 
on  Monday,  and  thereby  making  room  for  the  220  able-bodied,  in  case  they  wish 
to  enter  the  house,  which  I have  no  doubt  they  will  for  the  most  part  decline., 

WTe  have  been  unable  to  procure  the  use  of  the  Elphin  stores,  in  consequence 
of  there  being  no  person  in  a position  to  negociate  with  the  Guardians  as  to  the 
terms.  They  were  the  property  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Lloyd. 

There  are  two  buildings  in  this  town,  which,  as  I fear  we  can  get  no  better, 
we  must  at  once  take  and  fit  up. 

I think  I have  reason  to  be  satisfied,  on  the  whole,  with  the  way  in  which 
the  affairs  of  the  Union  are  progressing.  A large  amount  of  relief  is  being 
administered,  and  I may  add  with  advantage ; and  we  have  been  able  in  all 
cases  to  act  strictly  according  to  law.  When  a case  occurred  to  which  the  law 
did  not  apply  with  advantage,  I applied  the  fund  placed  at  my  disposal  by  the 
British  Relief  Association.  In  fact,  I believe  all  parties  are  now  satisfied  that 
every  possible  exertion  is  being  made  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor ; and  I 
see  no  reason  to  doubt  that,  alter  a short  time,  when  we  shall  have  effected  those 
alterations  which  I have  before  alluded  to,  the  Poor  Law  will  work  in  this 
Union  not  only  efficiently  but  satisfactorily,  which  will  appeal-  from  the  current 
expenses  of  the  Union  at  present,  and  which  may  be  still  considerably  reduced 
by  an  improved  system  of  management. 

I find  serious  inconvenience  from  the  unwillingness  of  the  local  magistrates 
to  put  the  Vagrant  Act  in  force,  and  shall  take  the  earliest  occasion  to  com- 
municate with  the  Commissioners  on  this  subject. 

The  election  of  poor-rate  collectors  has  been  again  postponed  till  Saturday 
next.  I expect  one  of  the  county  Clare  gentlemen,  to  whom  I wrote  on  the 
subject ; the  other  is  employed. 

We  received  163/.  16 s.  11  d.  this  week,  and  paid  demands  to  the  amount  of 
195/.,  and  still  retain  a balance  of  298/.,  together  with  210/.  in  my  hands,  for 
payment  of  Mr.  Cosgrave’s  bill  for  clothing,  which  has  not  yet  arrived. 
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Garrick-on  Shan- 
non Union, 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — January  19,  1848. 


I am  to  state  for  your  information,  that  the  Commissioners  have  given 
directions  for  preparing  an  Order  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  right  to  make  you  acquainted  with  their  inten- 
tions, but  they  do  not  wish  you  to  communicate  on  the  subject  with  any  person 
in  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  until  the  order  actually  arrives. 

The  Commissioners  propose  to  appoint  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Mohill  Union 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  also. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — January  19,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I can  no  longer  hope  to  get  on  with  the  present  Board  of  Guardians,  who 
appear  to  have  completely  deserted  their  post,  and  at  a time  when  increased 
exertions  and  energy  are  required  to  meet  the  increasing  difficulties  consequent 
on  the  commencement  and  daily  extension  of  out-door  relief,  and  the  execution 
of  movements  which  become  necessary  almost  daily,  to  enable  us  to  test  the 
applicants. 

The  Commissioners  are  aware  that  the  Board  of  Guardians,  on  the  1st  instant, 
passed  a resolution  to  meet  daily,  while  the  necessity  for  so  doing  continued,  in 
pursuance  of  which  they  did  meet  for  the  first  week ; during  last  week  they  did 
not  meet  except  on  the  usual  day,  Saturday,  when  it  was  found  impossible  to 
get  through  one  half  the  business,  consequently  it  was  agreed  to  meet  on 
Monday  and  the  following  days,  to  transact  business  of  the  greatest  importance ; 
in  addition  to  which  they  were  bound  to  meet  on  Monday  by  the  notice  which 
I herewith  enclose,  and  in  consequence  of  which  large  numbers  of  rate-payers 
assembled  at  the  workhouse.  No  meeting  took  place. 

Tuesday  was  appointed  to  enter  upon  a scrutiny  of  the  applicants  for  admis- 
sion, which  was  postponed  to  that  day,  as  the  relieving  officers  would  be 
engaged  in  administering  out-door  relief  on  Monday  in  their  respective 
localities.  These  officers  were  all  brought  in  on  Tuesday,  but  no  Guardians 
appeared.  On  this  day  also  much  business  of  a most  urgent  nature  was  to  be 
transacted,  which  required  the  presence  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  but  none 
attended. 

I would  observe  that  I have  been  obliged  to  take  upon  myself  much  respon- 
sibility and  many  arduous  duties  that  belong  entirely  to  the  Guardians,  and 
which  I do  not  conceive  myself  empowered  by  law  to  perform  without  at  least 
the  sanction  of  the  Guardians ; but  I have  taken  this  course  to  save  the  lives  of 
the  starving  multitude,  and  under  the  promise  of  that  assistance  which  I now 
feel  assured  I shall  not  receive  from  the  present  Board. 

Under  these  circumstances  I feel  it  my  duty  at  once  to  recommend  most 
strongly  to  the  Commissioners  the  exercise  of  their  powers  under  the  18fch  sec- 
tion of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act. 

It  is  my  wish  to  work  with  ordinary  means  as  long  as  possible,  and  to  have 
recourse  to  extraordinary  means  only  when  I can  no  longer  indulge  a hope  of 
success  with  the  ordinary. 

Up  to  the  present,  with  the  assistance  of  the  clerk  to  the  Guardians,  we  have 
managed  to  administer  relief  on  a large  scale,  without  any  other  evil  conse- 
quences, but  some  necessary  and  unavoidable  delays  in  making  up  his  books  and 
accounts.  But  I clearly  foresee  that  in  the  struggle  to  carry  out  the  Poor 
Laws,  and  to  give  out-door  relief  to  the  extent  required  by  the  necessities  of  the 
Union,  without  the  assistance  of  an  efficient  and  zealous  Board  of  Guardians,  I 
shall  find  myself  in  a dilemma,  and  the  affairs  of  the  Union  in  a state  of  the 
most  inextricable  confusion. 

I need-  scarcely  remind  the  Commissioners,  that  the  increased  amount  of 
relief,  since  my  arrival  here,  has  greatly  increased  the  duties  and  difficulties  of 
the  several  officers  of  the  Poor  Law  establishment  in  this  Union,  and  more 
especially  for  the  last  fortnight,  during  which  time  the  paupers  have  been  in  a 
constant  state  of  transition  from  in-door  to  out-door  relief;  the  consequence  is, 
that  the  staff,  never  efficient,  is  overpowered. 
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AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

I must  mention  the  clerk  to  the  Guardians  as  an  exception ; he  is  most 
efficient  and  most  zealous,  but  completely  overworked. 

I write  in  haste  to  save  the  post,  as  I consider  despatch  necessary. 

Enclosure. 

Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  hereby  give  notice  to  all 
rate-payers  of  this  Union  who  have  paid  their  rates  to  the  former  collectors,  and  who  appear 
to  have  been  still  returned  in  arrear  for  said  rates,  that  a meeting  of  a Committee  of  the  Board 
will  be  convened  on  Monday,  the  17th  January,  1848,  with  a view  of  adopting  ulterior  mea- 
sures for  relieving  all  rate-payers  so  circumstanced,  and  proceeding  against  the  defaulting 
collectors.  ° 

Persons  coming  forward  will  require  to  produce  the  receipts  passed  by  the  late  collectors, 
otherwise  the  Committee  will  not  entertain  their  cases. 

By  order. 

Board  Room,  December  24,  1847.  John  Clarke,  Clerk  of  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — January  21,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
in  Ireland  have  had  under  their  consideration,  a report  from  Captain  Wynne, 
dated  the  15th  instant,  relating  to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  in  which 
amongst  other  things  he  states,  that  no  meeting  took  place  during  the  week 
commencing  on  the  8th  instant,  until  Saturday,  the  ordinary  day  of  meeting, 
notwithstanding  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  adopted  at  their 
meeting  of  the  1st  instant,  to  the  effect  that  they  would  meet  daily,  so  long  as 
the  necessity  for  so  doing  should  continue. 

Captain  Wynne  observes,  that  it  was  the  more  necessary  to  hold  meetings 
during  the  week  referred  to,  as  he  had  been  prevented  by  severe  indisposition 
from  attending  in  person,  to  carry  into  effect  the  measures  for  affording  out-door 
relief,  on  the  prompt  execution  of  which  the  lives  of  numbers  of  the  destitute 
poor  of  the  Union  then  depended. 

It  appears  that  notices  had  been  posted  throughout  the  Union,  directing  the 
destitute  persons  whose  names  had  been  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  lists,  to 
attend  on  the  Monday  previous  to  the  date  of  Captain  Wynne’s  report,  at 
certain  specified  places  in  each  relief  district,  where  their  weekly  rations  were 
to  be  issued  to  them  by  the  relieving  officers ; and  arrangements  had  been 
made  for  sending  out  bread  to  the  several  appointed  places  early  on  Monday 
morning. 

However,  upon  sending  on  Monday  at  1 1 a.m.,  to  inquire  if  these  arrange- 
ments had  been  carried  out,  Captain  Wynne  was  informed  that  nothing  had 
been  done  up  to  that  hour,  and  that  nothing  was  likely  to  be  done,  no  Guardians 
being  in  attendance. 

By  this  serious  failure  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  the  execution  of  then- 
duties,  the  Commissioners  are  deprived  of  all  reliance  upon  the  Guardians  for 
an  effectual  administration  of  relief  to  the  poor  of  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  have  learned  that  in  this  painful  emergency.  Captain 
Wynne,  with  considerable  difficulty,  and  through  the  exertions  of  persons  un- 
connected with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  succeeded  in  preventing 
any  more  serious  consequences  than  a few  hours’  delay. 

This  fortunate  escape  from  the  calamitous  consequences  which  would  other- 
wise have  followed  the  neglect  of  the  Guardians,  does  not  alter  the  conclusion 
which  it  has  fixed  on  the  minds  of  the  Commissioners.  At  an  important 
juncture,  the  Guardians  not  only  permitted  the  execution  of  their  functions  to 
depend  upon  the  personal  exertions  of  the  Inspector  of  the  Union,  and  of 
persons  officially  unconnected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  but 
they  did  not  even  make  an  effort  to  discharge  their  duties  by  their  presence 
and  advice. 

The  Commissioners  learn  by  a further  report  from  Captain  Wynne,  that  it 
was  found  impossible  to  get  through  half  the  business  before  the  Guardians  on 
Saturday,  the  15th  instant;  and  that  the  Guardians  then  agreed  to  meet  on 
Monday  and  the  following  days,  to  transact  business  of  great  importance.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  this  agreement,  and  though  the  Guardians  had  issued  a notice, 
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C.irrick-on-Shan-  in  pursuance  of  which  a large  number  of  rate-payers  assembled  at  Carrick-on- 

a0" "I0II‘  Shannon,  on  Monday,  to  meet  the  Board,  no  meeting  was  held,  nor  did  any  of 

the  Guardians  attend  on  the  following  Tuesday  or  Wednesday,  although  so 
well  aware  that  business  of  an  urgent  nature  required  their  attention. 

The  Commissioners  find,  by  reference  to  the  returns  of  the  funds  of  the 
Union,  that  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  last  year,  no  more  than 
1,493/.  16s.  7 %d.  was  collected  in  the  Union,  and  only  1,533/.  2s.  8 d.  during 
the  last  six  months,  although  the  net  annual  value  of  the  rateable  property  in 
the  Union  is  no  less  than  61,450/.  It  appears  further,  that  the  debts  of  the 
Union  at  the  close  of  the  year,  amounted  to  upwards  of  4000/.,  and  that  several 
of  the  contractors  have  been  compelled  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  against 
the  Guardians,  to  enforce  payment  of  their  just  demands. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  are  unable  to  avoid  the  con- 
clusion, that  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Board  of  Guardians  has  failed  to  dis- 
charge its  duties  effectually,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Acts.  The  Commissioners  have,  therefore,  issued  an  Order,  dissolving  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  and  they  will  proceed  forthwith  to  appoint  paid  officers 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Wynne  : — January  21,  1848. 

You  will  have  been  made  aware  of  the  Commissioners’  intention  to 
dissolve  the  Board  of  Guardians  by  the  letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  19th 
instant ; and  the  Commissioners  trust,  that  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  you  will  be  enabled  to  have  the  affairs  of  the  Union  satisfactorily 
administered,  and  relief  effectually  afforded  to  the  destitute  poor. 

A copy  of  a letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  this  day  addressed  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Union,  announcing  the  dissolution  of  the  Board,  is  enclosed  here- 
with for  your  information. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — January  17,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  a 
circumstance  I mentioned  in  my  report  of  Saturday  last,  viz.,  the  difficulty 
which  I find  in  having  the  Vagrant  Act  put  in  force  in  this  Union,  and  in 
obtaining  that  vigorous  exercise  of  magisterial  authority  which  I conceive  to 
be  necessary,  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  Poor  Law  with  advantage. 

6ee  Fourth  Series,  In  my  report  of  the  30th  of  November  last,  I stated  as  my  opinion,  that  the 
‘ ‘ local  magistracy  would  not  render  that  active  assistance  which  the  existing 

circumstances  of  this  country  imperatively  demand;  and  I regret  that  the 
experience  of  the  interim  which  has  since  elapsed,  has  confirmed  me  in  that 
opinion. 

I have  been  in  communication  with  the  county  inspector  and  sub-inspector 
of  police  on  the  subject,  and  they  both  coincide  in  the  opinion  I have  already 
expressed. 

I beg  leave  herewith  to  enclose  a correspondence  which  I have  had  with 
Mr.  Brown,  county  Inspector ; and  also  to  mention  a case  which  I sent  before 
a magistrate,  Mr.  La  Touche,  on  Wednesday  last. 

Mary  and  Catherine  Byrne,  two  paupers  who  had  absconded  from  the  work- 
house  with  the  Union  clothes,  were  delivered  by  me  to  the  sergeant  of  police, 
and  taken  by  him  before  the  magistrate  aforesaid,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
committed  under  the  4th  section  of  the  Vagrant  Act,  as  the  parties  are  most 
inveterate  beggars. 

I also  sent  in  charge  of  the  same  constable,  Michael  Moolic  and  William 
Butler,  who  were  present  on  the  same  day  when  one  of  our  bread-carts  was 
stopped,  and  the  bread  taken  forcibly  by  parties  known  to  the  above-named 
persons,  who  were  willing  to  swear  informations  to  this  effect. 

The  sergeant  came  to  me  in  about  an  hour,  and  informed  me  that  all  four 
prisoners  were  discharged  by  the  magistrate,  without  assigning  any  other 
reason  than  that  the  clerk  would  not  draw  the  information  without  being  paid 
beforehand. 

I was  unable  to  attend  in  person  from  illness. 
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AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

We  expect  to  elect  our  collectors  oil  Saturday  next,  and  set  them  to  work 
vigorously  on  the  following  Monday ; and  I would  strongly  urge  the  necessity 
of  placing  within  our  reach,  such  magisterial  aid  as  will  give  confidence  to  the 
gentlemen  engaged  in  these  duties,  and  afford  them  protection  in  case  of  need. 

Enclosures. 

Captain  Wynne  to  Mr.  Brown,  County  Inspector  Constabulary January  S,  1848. 

I must  again  call  your  attention  to  the  state  of  our  streets,  and  to  the  4th  section  of 
the  Vagrant  Act. 

If  some  step  be  not  taken  to  enforce  this  Act,  it  will  be  quite  out  of  my  power  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  last  Tuesday’s  scene,  or  even  to  issue  bread  from  our  bakery,  which  is  so  beset 
by  beggars  as  to  defy  all  efl'orts  of  my  clerk  and  Mr.  Costello  to  discharge  their  duties. 


Mr.  Brown  to  Captain  Wynne  : — January  8,  184S. 

In  acknowledging  your  communication  just  put  into  my  hand,  allow  me  to  assure  you 
I did  not  lose  a moment  (alter  the  favour  of  your  call  at  this  office)  in  pointing  Sub-Inspector 
Fox’s  attention  to  the  section  of  the  Act  which  you  have  quoted,  as  well  as  to  your  desire  that 
the  constabulary  should  use  every  just  and  legitimate  means  of  giving  effect,  to  the  portion  of 
said  Act  that  bears  reference  to  the  duties  devolving  on  the  police.  I shall  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  conferring  with  you  on  the  subject  of  a conversation  which  it  appears  Mr.  Fox 
has  had  with  the  magistrates  recently  assembled  at  petty  sessions  here,  touching  the  duties 
which  you  imagine  to  devolve  upon  constabulary. 


Captain  Wynne  to  Mr.  Brown: — January  10,  1848. 

May  I request  of  you  to  detail  to  me  the  substance  of  the  conversation  between  Mr. 
Fox,  Sub- Inspector,  and  the  magistrates  at  petty  sessions,  alluded  to  in  your  note  of  last 
Saturday,  on  the  subject  of  the  4th  section  of  the  Vagrant  Act.  The  state  of  this  town  to-day 
is  really  disgraceful;  and  should  the  objection  which  I understand  to  exist  on  the  part  of  the 
magistrates  to  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  Act  still  continue,  I shall  conceive  it. 
my  duty  to  represent  the  matter  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  as  I am  clearly  of 
opinion  that  without  the  strict  enforcement  of  that  Act,  the  provision  made  for  the  destitute 
under  the  Poor  Laws  must  fail  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  Union. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  20,  1848. 

The  attention  of  the  Government  has  been  drawn  to  your  report. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — January  4,  1848. 

With  regard  to  the  case  of  Michael  Connor,  deceased,  as  referred  to 
me  by  your  letter,  No.  44,618,  I have  the  honour  to  state  that  I have  made  all 
inquiries  in  my  power,  and  cannot  obtain  any  evidence  to  the  effect  that 
deceased  had  made  application  at  the  workhouse  for  admittance,  or  to  any 
relieving  officer  for  relief.  No  allegation  to  this  effect  has  been  made,  that  1 
am  aware  of. 

It  appears  to  be  one  of  many  cases  that  have  occurred,  and  which  I fear, 
cannot  be  prevented,  so  long  as  the  unhappy  but  impracticable  people,  appear 
to  run  counter  to  every  effort  made  for  the  purpose  of  mitigating  their 
sufferings.  * 

They  will  not  apply  to  the  workhouse  till  too  late  for  human  aid,  as  will 
clearly  appear  from  the  hundreds  of  absolute  spectres  who  are  at  this  moment 
inmates,  and  who,  in  my  opinion,  and  that  of  the  medical  attendant,  cannot 
recover. 

Nor  is  it  possible  to  persuade  even  these  wretched  persons  to  remain  in. 
They  are  constantly  demanding  their  discharge,  and  leaving  the  house  in  such 
a state  of  exhaustion  as  causes  them  to  sink  under  a degree  of  cold,  that  would 
not  affect  persons  in  a state  of  ordinary  health  and  strength. 

This  case  applies  also  to  those  persons  who,  still  clinging  to  their  cabins, 
leave  them  occasionally  to  buy  or  beg  their  bread,  and  returning  home  sit 
down  to  rest  themselves,  and  overcome  by  exhaustion  and  cold,  rise  no  more. 
This  is  the  immediate  cause  of,  I believe,  every  case  of  death  on  which  an 
inquest  has  been  held  in  this  coimtry  where  the  verdict  has  been  death  from 
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starvation,  and  it  is  very  difficult,  if  possible,  to  prevent  it.  Whilst  there  is 
the  slightest  prospect  of  any  relief  in  their  own  cabins,  where  they  have  that 
combination  of  dirt,  smoke,  and  warmth  which  they  love,  they  will  cling  to 
them  in  many  cases  to  the  death,  and  more  especially  when  they  are  certain 
that,  immediately  on  their  leaving  them,  those  cabins  will  be  destroyed. 

It  is  a sad  state  of  things,  difficult  to  remedy,  and  especially  so  on  account 
of  the  impracticability  of  the  poor  creatures  themselves. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  8,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that,  deeply  as  the  Commissioners  lament  the  melancholy 
facts  detailed  by  you  in  these  reports,  they  approve  of  the  course  taken  by 
you,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  you  did  all  that  you  were  justified  in  doing 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 


The  Rev.  Robert  King  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  19,  1848. 

I beg  permission  to  acquaint  you  with  the  circumstance  that  numbers  of 
famishing  creatures  holding  under  one  rood  of  land,  the  remainder  having  none, 
hang  on  from  day  to  day  supplicators  of  the  smallest  succour,  and  prostrating 
themselves  in  thankful  acknowledgment  for  such.  Able  and  willing  to  work,  yea, 
craving  employment  from  any  who  are  considered  likely  to  afford  it,  even  for 
“ their  bit,”  as  they  term  it,  and  yet  unable  (owing  to  the  sad  lack  of  rightful 
exertion  to  supply  employment  on  the  part  of  proprietors  in  whom  considerable 
accessions  of  land  are  now  vested)  to  find  any  occupation,  notwithstanding  such 
offers ; indeed,  I am  aware  of  tradesmen  being  found  anxious  to  obtain  work  upon 
those  terms,  and  yet  failing  to  secure  it. 

The  infected  state  of  the  poor-house  intimidates  many,  I have  reason  to  know, 
from  seeking  to  enter  into  it  as  a shelter  in  their  forlorn  condition ; and  report 
states  that  above  a dozen  persons  have  been  recently  interred  of  a day  in  the  poor- 
house  of  this  Union,  viz.,  Carrick-on-Shannon. 

Under  these  circumstauces,  being  from  my  professional  position,  and  likewise 
connexion  in  the  country,  mainly  applied  to  in  every  instance  around  me  for 
succour  and  redress,  occasioned  the  more  through  the  absence  and  inattention  of 
the  more  natural  protectors  of  the  temporal  wants  of  their  dependents,  I beg  leave 
to  solicit  from  you  instruction  in  the  peculiarly  embarrassing  situation  in  which 
I am  placed,  and  particularly  as  to  whether,  upon  the  perfect  authentication  of  the 
above  detail  concerning  the  grievous  position  of  the  able-bodied  in  this  district, 
out-door  relief,  without  the  test  which  they  deem  fearfully  perilous,  might  not  be 
extended  to  them  under  proper  restrictions,  equally  as  to  the  decrepid,  during 
their  certain  inability  to  find  employment. 

For  myself  all  I can  say  is,  that  any  amount  of  assessment  generally  borne, 
would  be  a gratifying  mitigation  of  overpowering  daily  assailment  on  the  part  of 
friendless  and  starving  individuals,  whom  it  is  beyond  the  sphere  of  my  capability 
to  relieve.  Perhaps  such  particulars  might  be  deemed  to  afford  warrant  for 
present  employment  being  extended,  through  means  of  the  completion  of  the 
levelling  of  two  hills  remaining  unfinished  upon  the  principal  roads  situated  within 
this  district. 


Copy  of  Captain  Wynne’s  Observations  on  the  foregoing  Letter  : — 
January  25,  1848. 

In  Mr.  King’s  parish,  as  in  most  parts  of  the  Union,  almost  the  entire  of 
the  able-bodied  labourers  are  unemployed,  and  the  most  culpable  neglect  and 
indifference  shown  by  those  parties  whose  undoubted  duty  it  is  to  give  some 
assistance  in  remedying  a state  of  things  which  they  certainly  have  assisted  in 
establishing.  As  Mr.  King  observes,  hundreds  of  ejected  tenants  of  the  various 
land  proprietors  have  been  thrown  on  him  for  support,  without  any  assistance  on 
the  part  of  their  former  landlords,  not  even  the  prompt  payment  of  their  liabilities 
under  the  Poor  Law. 

It  is  true  the  mortality  in  the  workhouse  is  increasing,  but  most  of  the  persons 
who  have  died  have  entered  the  house  in  a dying  state,  indeed,  as  I have  before 
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observed,  beyond  human  aid.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  attention  of  our  medical 
officer.  The  average  mortality  is  about  nine  per  week. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  have  exerted  themselves  for  the  past  year,  and  continue  to 
do  so,  as  much  as  any  persons  in  Ireland.  I have  been  myself  witness  of  their 
extensive  bounty,  and  the  unenviable  position  they  are  living  in — having  their 
house  surrounded  from  morning  to  night  by  hundreds  of  homeless,  half-naked, 
famishing  creatures,  who,  from  my  own  conversation  with  them,  I ascertained  to 
have  much  stronger  claims  on  others  than  on  Mr.  King. 

Mr.  King  is  a landed  proprietor,  and  a good  example  to  others. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Rev.  Robert  King  : — January  29,  1848. 

The  powers  of  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief 
of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  extend  only  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  the  manner 
provided  by  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts;  and  the  Commissioners  trust  that  the 
Vice-Guardians,  who  have  recently  been  appointed  for  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union,  will  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  cause  the  effectual  relief  of  the 
destitute  poor  in  the  Union,  and  to  make  and  collect  whatever  rates  are  requisite 
for  that  purpose. 

The  Commissioners  deeply  deplore  the  condition  of  the  poor  as  represented  by 
you ; but  they  do  not  feel  warranted  in  preventing  the  Vice-Guardians  to  dispense 
with  the  application  of  the  usual  tests  of  the  destitution  of  parties  seeking  relief; 
and  it  is  not  in  their  province,  if  even  they  deemed  it  to  be  expedient,  to  promote 
the  resumption  of  the  public  works  to  which  you  refer. 

It  is  manilestly  desirable  that  the  poor  should  be  employed  in  the  improvement 
of  the  landed  property  in  the  Union ; but  the  Commissioners  have  no  power  to 
interfere  in  that  respect. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Wynne  : — January  22,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  proposed  appointment  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the 
Mohill  Union  to  act  also  as  paid  Guardians  for  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  I 
am  to  inform  you  that  the  order  for  the  appointment  of  those  gentlemen  will  be 
issued  on  Monday  next. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  have  been  requested  to 
proceed  to  Carrick-on-Shannon  on  that  day. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  22,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  express  to  the  Commissioners  my  best  thanks  for  the 
prompt  attention  which  they  have  given  to  my  reports  of  the  15th  and  19th 
instant,  as  also  for  the  prospect  which  the  result  has  opened  to  me,  viz.,  the 
assistance  of  two  such  officers  as  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Mohill  Union. 

For  the  last  week  I have  not  received  any  assistance  whatever  from  the  late 
Board,  and  have  consequently  been  obliged  to  exceed  my  functions  in  many 
instances,  the  result  however  has  been  satisfactory ; I am  enabled  to  report  consi- 
derable improvement  since  last  Saturday.  The  several  officers  of  the  workhouse, 
as  well  as  the  relieving  officers,  have  been  using  their  best  exertions,  and  though 
still  far  from  perfect,  each  department  has  improved  perceptibly. 

On  inspecting  the  workhouse  this  day  I found  it  remarkably  clean  and  neat  in 
consequence  of  the  exertions  of  the  matron  for  the  last  week  ; the  appearance  of 
the  day-rooms  was  not  so  satisfactory,  owing  to  a number  of  the  inmates  wearing 
their  own  clothes,  our  stock  being  heretofore  very  limited,  and  used  principally 
for  the  purpose  of  having  those  of  the  newly-admitted  paupers  washed  and 
cleansed. 

When  last  in  Dublin  I purchased  200/.  worth  of  clothes,  which  are  at  present 
on  their  way  from  Longford,  and  which  will  arrive  here  on  Monday,  when  we 
shall  put  them  into  immediate  use. 

I have  found  it  necessary  to  adopt  every  possible  precaution  to  prevent  the 
small  stock  of  clothes  which  we  have  hitherto  had  from  being  made  away  with;  a 
practice  carried  on  to  a ruinous  extent  for  the  last  nine  months,  as  will  appear 
from  the  circumstance  of  upwards  of  700/.  having  been  expended  on  clothes  during 
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that  period,  three-fourths  of  which  cannot  be  accounted  for.  I have  placed  watch- 
men round  the  house,  and  have  not  since  discovered  any  case  of  theft. 

In  consequence  of  reports  which  reached  me,  I have  visited  the  grounds  and 
gone  through  the  workhouse  at  10  o’clock  at  night,  but  did  not  find  anything 
objectionable,  with  the  exception  of  the  condition  of  the  day-rooms;  I have 
consequently  given  directions,  that  after  the  paupers  retire  to  their  dormitories,  a 
squad  told  off  for  the  purpose,  and  under  the  direction  of  one  of  the  officers,  should 
thoroughly  cleanse  and  ventilate  these  apartments,  and  prepare  them  for  the 
reception  of  the  inmates  on  the  following  morning. 

I have  to  observe  that  the  summary  dismissal  of  Mr.  M‘Donald,  ex-relieving 
officer,  has  been  attended  with  the  most  beneficial  results,  as  regards  the  discharge 
of  their  duties  by  the  other  relieving  officers. 

I lose  no  opportunity  of  impressing  strongly  on  these  officers  the  importance  of 
the  duties  imposed  on  them,  the  heavy  responsibility  attaching  to  them;  and  the 
imperative  obligation  on  their  part  to  afford  relief  in  every  urgent  case  with  all 
possible  promptitude.  I have  also  considered  it  of  use  to  have  the  102nd  section 
of  the  Poor  Relief  Act  read  to  them,  with  an  assurance  on  my  part  that  its  provi- 
sions should  be  enforced. 

There  are  at  present  in  the  workhouse  880  persons,  which  is  as  near  the  proper 
number  as  I am  able  to  keep,  pending  the  constant  transition  from  in-door  to 
out-door  relief,  in  order  to  keep  the  test  in  our  hands,  which  has  enabled  us  up  to 
the  present  time  to  avoid  placing  a single  able-bodied  applicant  on  the  out-door 
relief  list. 


On  Tuesday  last,  220  able-bodied  applicants  appeared  at  the  workhouse  for 
relief;  we  were  enabled  to  discharge  200  of  the  inmates,  and  admit  the  entire 
number  of  applicants.  Those  discharged  were  1st  and  2nd  class  paupers,  and,  of 
course,  placed  on  the  out-door  list.  The  majority  of  those  admitted  have  since 
demanded  their  discharge,  and  left  the  house  ; large  numbers  of  able-bodied  have 
refused  to  enter  the  house;  the  out-door  relief  list  at  present  contains  116  names, 
all  1st  and  2nd  class  paupers. 

I was  glad  to  observe  on  yesterday  that  the  pressure  was  considerably  less  than 
on  any  previous  Board  day,  which  leads  me  to  hope  that  the  wants  of  the  poor  are, 
to  a certain  extent,  satisfied. 

T’he  amount  of  relief  distributed  in  the  Union  is  now  very  large,  as,  in  addition 
to  that  under  the  Poor  Law,  I am  at  present  distributing  upwards  of  4000  rations 
daily  to  the  schools. 

I beg  to  assure  the  Commissioners  that  no  case  requiring  relief  has  come  to  my 
knowledge  that  has  not  received  it  promptly  from  one  or  other  source. 

The  four  candidates  for  the  office  of  poor-rate  collectors  appeared  to-day,  and 
will  he  elected  to-morrow  by  the  Vice-Guardians.  I think  them  as  good  a 
selection  as  could  possibly  be  made,  and  well  worth  waiting  for,  particularly  as 
no  inconvenience  has  arisen  from  the  delay,  as  we  have  obtained  ample  funds  for 
our  current  expenses  by  the  mode  of  collection  which  I adopted,  have  paid  debts 
to  a considerable  amount,  and  have  now  5731.  in  hands,  which  I shall  pay  over  to 
the  Vice-Guardians,  being  under  the  necessity  of  acting  as  treasurer  for  the 
last  10  days,  since  the  Dublin  and  London  Bank  has  ceased  to  act  in  that 
capacity. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  29,  1848. 

I have  been  occupied  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  past  week,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Vice-Guardians,  in  the  correction  or  removal  of  errors  in  the  past 
management  of  the  workhouse,  and  in  the  introduction  of  a new  and  improved 
system  for  its  future  management.  Such  of  the  books  as  have  been  partially  and 
imperfectly  kept  have  been  examined,  and  the  errors  contained  therein  pointed 
out;  and  such  as  have  been  heretofore  altogether  omitted  or  neglected,  and  at 
the  same  time  required  to  be  kept  by  the  Commissioners’  order,  have  been  placed 
m the  hands  of  the  several  officers.  A short  time  will  test  the  competency  of 
these  officers  to  discharge  this  important  branch  of  their  duties ; they  now  will 
have  a fair  trial  for  the  first  time  heretofore ; they  are  entitled  to  some  allowance, 
in  consideration  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  late  Guardians  to 
furnish  them  with  the  means  of  facilitating  their  labours. 

The  hooks  of  the  relieving  officers  have  also  been  examined,  and  every  effort 
made  to  point  out  to  them  the  course  which  it  will  be  proper  and  necessary  for 
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‘ym,  ° !n  every  possible  case  that  may  arise;  they  appear  to  find  con- 
J1®0?1?  ln  discriminating  between  such  of  the  applicants  as  are 
classes'^1611  and  th°Se  U^1Ch  ini£bt  be  fairly  ranged  under  the  1st  and  2nd 

. 1 do.“ot  “ttrihute  those  errors  which  they  have  committed  under  this  head  to 
incapacity  or  stupidity  in  all  cases,  and  there  may  not  be  a repetition  of  them  now 
thefr  office™01"011^  ^ Understand  tlle  terms  011  which  they  may  expect  to  retain 

We  shall  turn  our  attention  immediately  to  the  subject  of  additional  workhouse 
accommodation  without  which  we  must  soon  lose  the  important  test  of  the 
workhouse  as  few  ot  the  1st  and  2nd  class  paupers  at  present  in  the  house 
appear  to  have  any  prospect  of  obtaining  shelter  out  of  it ; we  shall,  therefore, 
be  under  the  necessity  of  giving  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  hut  shall 
exacted4  Care*Ul  1 lat  10  a11  cases  tde  necessary  quantum  of  labour  be  rigidly 

My  presence  in  the  workhouse  will  not  now  be  required  so  constantly  as  here- 
tofore, I shall,  therefore,  avail  myself  of  every  opportunity  of  visiting  tile  several 
depots,  and  seeing  that  the  order  of  tile  Commissioners  is  rigorously  carried  out 
by  the  relieving  ofiicers  and  overseers. 

The  collectors  have  been  elected,  and  their  bonds  filled  and  forwarded  to  the 
Su  m £.art'eS-  na,m?d  aS  Sur?ties'  1 slwu,d  recommend  that  the  Commissioners 
should  transmit  their  sanction  of  the  appointments,  in  order  that  on  the  return 
of  the  bonds,  duly  perfected,  the  warrants  may  be  at  once  handed  to  the  collectors, 
and  the  collection  proceeded  with  without  loss  of  time. 

to  the 'books*  °m'SS1°n  of  occuPier’s  name  will  not  be  found  any  serious  objection 

. Shou,d  fie  introduction  of  the  arrears  into  the  books  after  they  were  sinned 
in  any  way  affect  our  power  of  enforcing  payment  of  the  rates,  we  should  set 
about  remedying  the  error  without  loss  of  time. 

I am  most  anxious  to  push  forward  the  collection;  the  collectors,  four  educated 
intelligent,  and  respectable  persons,  are  now  engaged  making  preparation  for 
entering  on  their  duties  the  moment  their  bonds  arrive,  they  are  at  present  ascer- 
taining the  names  of  the  immediate  lessors,  and  making  themselves  acquainted 
with  the  geography  of  their  respective  districts.  I expect  that  this  department 
of  our  establishment  will  be  found  most  satisfactory. 

_ The  names  of  the  gentlemen  are  James  Edmond  Scott,  C.E.,  John  Fitzgerald 
C.E.,  Edward  M'CulJagh,  and  Erederick  Shaw. 

Mr.  Scott  collects  the  electoral  divisions  of  Gilstovvn,  Kilglass,  Elphin,  and 
Sr.n'  ri’  Sba7’  tb°se  of  Tumna>  Killukin,  Aughrim,  and  Kilmore  ; Mr. 
M Culiagh,  Carrick-on-Shannon  and  Drumsna ; and  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Drumreillv 
Drumshambo,  Kiltubbrid,  Keshc-arrigan,  and  Leitrim.  We  have  apportioned  the 
Union  into  districts,  according  to  the  physical  capabilities  of  the  parties. 

. reS"*  t0  “av®  t0  stafce  tbat  the  mortality  in  the  house  has  been  considerably 
increased  lor  the  last  fortnight ; this  I attribute  altogether  to  the  exhausted  and 
diseased  state  m which  the  paupers  enter  the  house,  the  cases  being  almost  exclu- 
sively confined  to  recent  admissions.  I regret  to  observe  that  there  is  a decided 
change  lor  the  worse  in  the  appearance  of  the  several  classes  of  applicants,  which 
1 attribute  to  their  aversion  to  leave  their  cabins,  knowing  that  they  will  be  forth- 
with destroyed.  I trust  a well  conducted  system  of  out-door  relief  will  remedy 


I regret  to  be  again  obliged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the 
subject  ol  my  report  of  the  17th  instant,  relative  to  the  difficulty  of  enforcing  the 
Vagrant  Act,  as  also  to  the  evil  consequences  which  arise  daily  therefrom. 

1 need  not  enumerate  these  consequences  to  the  Commissioners  ; I shall 
mention  one,  which  not  only  embarrasses  all  those  engaged  in  the  adminis- 
tration oi  the  poor  laws,  but  endangers  human  life,  and  defeats  the  most  judi- 
cious arrangments  we  can  make  for  the  out-door  relief  of  the  destitute.  It  is 
this : — 

On  the  days  on  which  out-door  relief,  in  form  of  weekly  rations,  is  being  dis- 
tributed by  the  several  relieving  officers  in  their  respective  electoral  divisions 
those  persons  for  ^ whom  it  has  been  provided,  and  whose  names  are  on  the 
relieving  officers’  list,  are  to  be  found  begging  about  the  streets  of  this  town,  in 
some  instances  as  far  as  17  miles  from  where  they  should  be,  to  enable  them  to 
receive  their  rations ; the  consequence  is  they  do  not  receive  any,  and  may  be 
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found  sleeping  in  the  open  air  in  and  about  the  town,  as  nobody  will  admit  them 
into  their  houses.  I have  constantly  represented  this  and  other  evil  consequences 
to  the  magistrates,  but  in  vain ; our  streets  are  in  a worse  state  than  ever. 

I have  represented  that  every  case  of  destitution  was  provided  for  now ; that 
relief  was  not  denied  or  withheld  from  any  person  who  applied  in  conformity 
with  the  law;  and  that  instead  of  their  being  any  cruelty  in  the  enforcing  of  the 
Vagrant  Act,  it  would  be  humanity,  as  essential  to  the  efficient  working  of  the 
Poor  Law. 

I find  the  reasons  assigned  on  the  part  of  the  magistracy  to  be,  that  the  gaol  is 
already  crowded,  and  that  the  expense  of  a prisoner  is  3s.  6d.  a-week  on  the 
county,  whereas  that  of  a pauper  in  the  workhouse  is  Is.  7d. 

I brought  30  cases  before  Mr.  Kelly,  stipendiary  magistrate,  on  the  15th ; a 
conviction  was  had  in  each  case,  six  were  committed,  some  of  the  others  were 
discharged  for  the  reasons  above  given,  and  others  on  condition  that  they  would, 
go  to  the  workhouse;  the  latter  went  to  the  workhouse,  but  demanded  their 
discharge  next  day,  and  are  ever  since  begging  about  the  streets. 

I have  made  arrangements  for  commencing  the  rationing  of  the  schools  in 
the  Union  of  Boyle,  on  Monday  next,  and  have  taken  steps  to  put  the  oven 
at  the  workhouse  of  that  Union  in  requisition  for  the  baking  of  the  whole  or 
part  of  the  bread  required ; I hope  to  be  able  to  extend  it  considerably  in  the 
course  of  the  week.  I am  well  pleased  with  the  working  of  the  school  relief  in 
this  Union. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  3,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  allowances  may  be  made  to  the  1st  and  2nd  class  of 
paupers  at  present  in  the  workhouse,  not  only  for  food,  but  for  fuel,  clothing,  and 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that,  in  accordance  with  your  suggestion,  the 
Commissioners  have  expressed  their  approval  to  the  Vice-Guardians  of’  the 
appointment,  of  Messrs.  Scott,  Fitzgerald,  M'Cullagh,  and  Shaw,  as  collectors  of 
poor-rate  in  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  have  addressed  the  Vice- Guardians  on  the  subject  of  the 
omission  of  the  arrears  of  rate,  and  the  names  of  occupiers  in  the  rate-books. 

The  Commissioners  have  likewise  communicated  with  the  under  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  as  to  the  difficulty  experienced  in  enforcing  the  Vagrant  Act  in  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 
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MOHILL  UNION. 


Major  Haliday,  Temporary  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 
December  9,  184/. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
8th  instant,  communicating  to  me  that  the  Commissioners  for  administering 
the  Law  s tor  Relief  of  the  P oor  in  Ireland  had  found  it  necessary  to  issue  an 
order  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  which  would  be  sent  in 
time  for  the  meeting  of  the  Board  this  day,  and  transmitting  a copy  of  the 
letter  addressed  to  the  Guardians  on  the  occasion. 

I attended  this  day  at  the  Union  workhouse,  at  the  usual  hour  of  meetin0-, 
hut  there  was  no  Board  held,  only  one  ex-officio  Guardian  having  appeared 
within  an  hour  and  a half  after  that  time. 

I shall  transmit,  in  due  course,  my  weekly  report  upon  the  state  of  the 
Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Major  Haliday  -.—December  10,  1847. 

I am  directed  to  inform  you,  that  Messrs.  R.  A.  Duncan  and  J.  M.  O’Reilly 
have  been  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  as  paid  officers  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion the  Acts  relating  to  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Mohill  Union,  and  I am  to 
enclose  a copy  of  their  appointment  for  your  information. 

Messrs.  Duncan  and  O’Reilly  will  be  at  Mohill  to-morrow,  the  11th  instant, 
to  enter  upon  their  duties. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners: — December  10,  1847. 

I yesterday  attended  at  the  Board-room  in  the  workhouse  of  this  Union, 
at  the  usual  hour  of  meeting  of  the  Board,  but  only  one  ex-officio  Guardian 
having  appeared  there  within  an  hour  and  a half  after  the  appointed  time  there 
was  no  meeting  held ; and  your  order  dissolving  the  Board,  and  the  letter 
accompanying  the  same,  remain  in  the  charge  of  the  clerk  to  be  handed  over  4th  Series,  p.  229. 
to  the  new  Guardians. 

In  consequence  of  the  mode  of  procuring  subsistence  for  each  week,  on 
which  the  workhouse  has  for  a considerable  time  been  dependent,  it  was 
necessary  to  provide  for  keeping  the  house  open  until  the  newly  appointed 
Guardians  should  arrive ; I therefore  ascertained  from  the  master  that  he  had 
in  the  house  sufficient  food  to  maintain  the  present  inmates  for  the  ensuing  24 
hours,  and.  should  it  be  necessary,  1 shall  take  on  myself  the  responsibility  of 
guaranteeing  payment  for  such  further  supplies  as  may  be  requisite  for  that 
purpose,  until  the  Guardians  appointed  by  you  can  take  up  the  charge. 

On  the  preceding  day  I inspected  the  workhouse.  In  the  infirmary  I have 
the  satisfaction  to  state,  that  I found  no  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  fever ; 
but  in  the  rest  of  the  establishment  the  grievous  defects  as  to  cleanliness,  order, 
or  repair,  remain  unaltered. 

The  apparently  defective  construction  of  the  drains  and  water-courses,  and 
the  useless  state  of  one  pump,  and  of  the  boilers  in  the  kitchen,  put  it  out  of  the 
master’s  power  at  present  to  amend  these,  and  they  urgently  need  repair. 

I beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  consideration,  that  the  newly  appointed 
Guardians,  in  addition  to  the  onerous  task  of  acquiring  a thorough  knowledge 
of  the  state  of  the  affairs  of  this  Union,  and  of  transacting  a variety  of  business 
which  has  been  left  unattended  to,  and  which  now  forms  a heavy  amount  of 
arrears,  will  labour  under  extreme  difficulties  in  effecting  any  amendments  in 
the  state  of  the  workhouse,  or  making  due  provision  for  the  relief  of  the 
numerous  cases  of  destitution  that  await  their  examination  and  decision,  from 
the  want  of  funds  and  the  utter  want  of  credit  into  which  the  Union  has 
fallen.  No  tenders  have  been  made,  in  reply  to  the  advertisement  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  some  weeks  since,  for  contractors  to  supply  the  house  with 
food  for  weekly  payments ; and  unless  the  mere  fact  of  the  appmntmerit  of  a 
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paid  Board  create  a degree  of  confidence  not  at  present  existing,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  them,  for  a considerable  time,  to  effect  some  of  the  most 
indispensable  amendments  in  the  state  of  the  house,  or  to  enable  the  relieving 
officers  to  provide  for  the  most  urgent  cases  of  extreme  want,  while  the 
requisite  measures  for  obtaining  and  fitting  up  any  extra  accommodation  will 
occupy  some  time. 

With  reference  to  the  funds,  I ascertained  from  the  collector  that  the 
recovery  of  the  arrears  of  rates  during  the  last  week,  has  made  very  little 
progress  ; and  as  the  completion  of  the  new  rate-books,  for  the  seven  electoral 
divisions  the  valuation  of  which  has  been  finished,  has  been  delayed  by  his 
neglecting  to  furnish  the  statement  of  arrears  in  them  to  the  clerk,  according 
to  the  directions  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  new  rate,  even  for  those  divi- 
sions, cannot  be  signed  for  several  days. 

Representations  have  been  made  to  me  from  various  quarters,  which  I have 
every  reason  to  believe  correct,  of  the  extreme  want  and  suffering  at  present 
.endured  by  the  many  destitute  individuals  for  whom  the  relieving  officers 
have  been  unable  to  obtain  admission  to  the  workhouse ; and  I fear  that  some 
deplorable  results  may  occur,  unless  some  temporary  assistance  be  given  to  the 
new  Board  of  Guardians,  while  theyare  preparing  themselves  for  a vigorous 
and  determined  effort  to  enforce  the  collection  of  rates. 


The  Commissioners  to  Major  Haliday  : — December  14,  1847. 

I am  to  state,  for  your  information,  that  the  Commissioners  have 
obtained  from  the  British  Relief  Association,  a loan  of  the  sum  of  200/.  to 
the  Vice-Guardians  to  meet  the  present  wants  of  the  Union,  to  be  repaid  out 
of  the  rates  when  collected. 


Mr.  O’Reilly,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners: — December  11,  1847. 

According  to  instructions  I this  day  arrived  here,  where  I met  my  col- 
league in  office,  Mr.  Duncan,  with  whom  I visited  the  workhouse,  and  have  to- 
report  the  following  as  the  result  of  our  observations: — 

1st.  We  found  the  sanitary  state  of  the  workhouse  totally  neglected ; a want 
of  proper  ventilation  and  a regard  to  cleanliness,  both  with  reference  to  the 
persons  of  the  paupers  and  the  house  itself. 

2ndly.  The  accounts  (from  the  slight  examination  we  were  able  to  make) 
have  been  allowed  to  get  into  a very  confused  state,  not  having  been  balanced 
for  the  two  last  half  years. 

3rdly.  The  general  classification  of  the  paupers  is  greatly  neglected. 

All  this  has,  in  our  opinion,  arisen  from  the  low  state  of  the  fluids  of  the 
Union,  and  we  would  respectfully  suggest  that,  in  order  not  only  to  keep  the 
house  open  for  the  present,  but  to  enable  us  to  make  it  tolerably  habitable  for 
the  inmates,  a loan  of  at  least  200/.,  on  the  credit  of  the  forthcoming  rate,  be 
made  by  the  Commissioners  to  this  Union. 

We  waited  on  Major  Haliday,  who  kindly  gave  us  all  the  information  in 
his  power,  and  with  whose  assistance  we  hope  to  be  able  to  restore  order  into 
the  house,  in  a short  time. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  15,  1847. 

I am  to  state,  for  your  information,  that  the  Commissioners  understand 
that  200/.  has  been  advanced  to  meet  the  present  wants  of  the  Union,  to  be 
repaid  out  of  the  rates  when  collected. 


Resolutions  of  Vice-Guardians: — December  16,  1847- 

Resolved, — That  each  rate  collector  be  required  to  pay  to  the  Treasurer 
the  amount  of  his  collection,  within  six  months  from  the  date  he  receives  his 
warrant,  with  the  exception  of  such  sums  as  he  may  be  able  to  show  he  had 
failed  in  collecting,  by  reason  of  their  being  no  distrainable  property,  and  after 
taking  every  measure  which  the  law  provides. 
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Resolved, — That  Mr.  John  O’Brien,  the  present  collector,  he  offered  the 
collection  of  the  present  forthcoming  rate  of  the  Mohill,  Esslin,  and  Tenagh 
electoral  divisions ; that  he  receive  2a-.  in  the  pound,  fee,  1a.  of  which  he  is  to 
give  all  rate-payers  who  make  prompt  payment,  say  within  a month. 

Resolved, — That  Mr.  James  Spotten,  of  Newtongore,  who  with  his  sureties 
were  approved  of  by  former  Board,  have  the  collection  of  the  Newtongore 
and  Camgallen  electoral  division : that  he  have  1 a-.  9 d.  per  pound,  fees,  for 
all  rates  paid  within  the  month,  Qd.  of  which  he  is  to  allow  rate-payers  : that 
he  have  1a.  Qd.  per  pound  for  rates  subsequently  collected. 

Resolved, — That  rate  collectors  for  the  remaining  electoral  divisions  be 
advertized  for  : that  the  terms  proposed  be  similar  to  those  offered  Mr.  O’Brien, 
and  that  tenders  he  received  on  this  day  week. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — December  29,  1847. 

In  reference  to  the  mode  of  remuneration  proposed,  I am  directed  by 
the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  they  consider  it  objectionable,  as  calculated 
to  defeat,  rather  than  promote,  the  prompt  collection  of  the  rate,  which  was 
doubtless  the  object  for  which  it  was  intended.  It  appears  to  the  Commis- 
sioners that,  under  such  an  arrangement,  it  -would  be  to  the  interest  of  the 
collector  to  defer  his  applications  for  payment  of  the  rate  until  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  first  month,  and  so  become  entitled  to  the  larger  poundage. 

Moreover,  it  appears  to  the  Commissioners  that  the  collector  is  entitled  to 
the  full  amount  of  the  poundage  that  may  be  agreed  upon,  for  his  remune- 
ration, without  deduction  of  any  part  for  payment  to  the  rate-payers  ; while 
repayment  of  any  such  portion  to  them,  would,  in  fact,  have  the  effect,  prac- 
tically, of  foregoing  a portion  of  the  rate,  for  the  whole  of  which  they  are 
legally  liable ; and  the  Commissioners  think  it  essential  that  payment  in  full 
should  be  enforced  wherever  practicable. 

An  arrangement  which  has  been  adopted  in  many  Unions,  and  is  calculated 
to  promote  the  prompt  collection  of  the  rates,  is  to  give  the  collector  a larger 
poundage  on  the  amount  collected  and  lodged  in  the  first  month,  or  two 
months,  and  a smaller  poundage  afterwards ; or,  to  allow  him  the  larger 
poundage  on  the  sums  first  lodged,  up  to  a given  amount  (say  half  the  rate) 
provided  it  be  lodged  within  a given  time,  and  the  smaller  poundage  on  all 
sums  lodged  afterwards,  the  collector,  being  at  the  same  time,  required  to 
collect  the  whole  within  a specified  time.  The  above  arrangement  is  calcu- 
lated to  make  it  the  interest  of  the  collector  to  collect  and  lodge  the  rate 
without  delay,  and  is  not  open  to  the  objections  referred  to  in  the  first  part 
of  this  letter. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners  :— December  17,  1847. 

The  Vice-Guardians  recently  appointed  by  you  to  this  Union  arrived 
here  on  the  11th  instant,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  inspect  the  workhouse, 
and  to  take  the:  necessary  steps  for  the  subsistence  of  the  inmates,  until  they 
should  be  able  to  obtain  contracts  for  regular  supplies.  They,  have  since  been 
occupied,  for  many  hours  every  day.  in  the  inspection  of  the  establishment,  the 
examination  of  the  accumulated  mass  of  letters,  unpaid  accounts,  and  other 
documents  necessary  for  a full  comprehension  of  the  present  state  of  this  Union, 
and  for  an  estimate  of  the  repairs  immediately  required  in  the  house,  as  well  as 
the  additional  accommodation  absolutely  necessary,  and  the  supplies  of  clothing, 
utensils,  and  articles  of  daily  consumption,  without  which  it  would  be  quite 
impossible  to  restore  order  and  discipline,  or  to  improve  the  health  of  the 
inmates ; and  also  in  personally  superintending  the  interior  economy  of  the 
workhouse,  in  which  the  want  of  proper  classification,  and  of  method  or 
arrangement,  and  (I  must  add)  the  inattention  of  the  master  and  other  officers 
to  the  details  of  their  duties,  allowed  an  extreme  degree  of  disorder.  Hitherto, 
the  neglect  or  inability  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  to  furnish  the  officers 
of  the  house,  with  the  most  ordinary  requisites  which  they  have  applied  for ; 
the  want  of  a Visiting  Committee,  and  the  disheartening  example  of  their 
general  apathy  and  procrastination,  and  also  the  business  (incompatible  with 
his  proper  duties)  imposed  upon  the  master  of  purchasing  the  weekly  supplies 
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of  food  and  other  necessaries,  have  operated  to  cause,  as  well  as  excuse,  these 
irregularities,  which,  I trust,  will  now  shortly  be  corrected. 

The  want  of  superintendence  and  arrangement  has  been  particularly  apparent 
in  the  serving  of  the  meals,  and,  I fear,  has  amounted  to  great  neglect  as  regards 
the  younger  children,  whose  emaciated  and  unhealthy  appearance,  and  the 
disproportioned  amount  of  sickness  and  mortality  among  them,  I cannot  but 
attribute  to  insufficient  nourishment. 

It  is  but  justice  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  to  express  my  sense  of  their  pains- 
taking and  zealous  exertions  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  inmates.,  and  to 
stimulate  the  officers  of  the  house  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  by  per- 
sonally instructing  them  in  the  details ; and  I look  forward  to  a great  and 
salutary  change  before  long,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  opposed  by  long- 
continued  habits  of  indolence  and  relaxation  of  discipline. 

On  the  13th  instant,  I accompanied  the  Vice-Guardians  in  a thorough  in- 
spection of  the  whole  workhouse,  and  advised  with  them  as  to  the  repairs 
immediately  required  in  the  roof  and  walls,  the  introduction  of  ventilators  in 
the  dormitories  and  the  infirmary  wards ; and  pointed  out  the  offensive  and  un- 
wholesome state  of  the  yards  and  cesspools. 

I have  to  report,  that  there  were  on  that  day  12  females  lying  in  bed  in  the 
dormitories,  most  of  whom  were  stated  to  be  affected  with  fever,  for  whom 
there  was  no  room  in  the  infirmary  wards. 

For  the  reception  of  these  cases,  orders  were  given  for  the  temporary  appro- 
priation, of  one  of  the  smaller  dormitories  for  male  adults,  until  a house  can 
be  procured  outside  for  the  purpose  of  the  fever  ward. 

Yesterday,  being  the  ordinary  day  of  meeting,  the  Vice-Guardians  held  a 
formal  Board,  for  the  transaction  of  the  routine  business  of  the  past  fortnight, 
and  for  issuing  orders  as  to  tenders  for  contracts;  and  they  received  the  reports 
of  the  several  relieving  officers.  All  these  concurred  in  representing  the  pres- 
sure of  want  as  very  great.  This  was  further  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of 
two  gentlemen  of  high  character,  who  waited  on  the  Board  to  represent  the 
state  of  one  of  the  distant  electoral  divisions,  and  exhibit  a list  of  destitute  heads 
of  families,  (upwards  of  80  in  number,)  of  those  classes  which  can  be  legally 
relieved  out  of  the  workhouse,  who  have  been  up  to  the  present  time,  main- 
tained solely  by  daily  supplies  of  food  furnished  from  charitable  subscrip- 
tions, and  from  private  funds  which  are  now  completely  exhausted. 

As  the  workhouse  already  contains  upwards  of  700  inmates,  it  appeared 
dangerous  to  admit  any  more,  and  the  Vice-Guardians  resolved  to  furnish  each 
of  the  relieving  officers  with  a limited  sum  of  money,  to  be  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  food  for  the  relief  of  such  urgent  cases  of  destitution  among  the 
classes  referred  to,  as  they  should  find  requiring  it. 

I must  express  my  conviction,  formed  from  various  sources  of  information, 
that  the  number  of  these  cases  will  be  found  very  great,  and  probably  beyond 
the  means  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  relieve,  until  the  collection  of  the  new  rate 
is  in  active  progress.  As  the  rate-books  cannot  possibly  be  completed  for 
several  days,  for  even  one-half  of  the  electoral  divisions,  and  as  there  must  be 
some  delay  in  getting  persons  to  undertake  the  collection,  and  to  have  their 
bonds  and  securities  completed,  the  assistance  of  the  British  Relief  Association, 
I am  satisfied,  will  be  indispensable  to  a considerable  extent,  to  enable  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  ward  off  actual  starvation.  They  will  be  also,  for  some  time, 
unable  to  afford  the  means  of  supporting  the  temporary  fever  hospital,  adjacent 
to  the  town,  in  which  the  Managing  Committee  are  at  present  unable  to  receive 
patients,  from  want  of  funds,  and  the  maintenance  of  which  is  highly  essential 
to  prevent  the  rapid  spread  of  that  disease. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  23,  1847- 

The  Commissioners  will  apply  to  the  British  Association  for  a loan  of 
money,  in  accordance  with  your  suggestions,  to  enable  the  Guardians  to  relieve 
the  destitute  in  the  interval,  before  the  rate-books  are  made  out  in  the  electoral 
divisions. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  22,  1847. 

We  find,  that  the  relieving  officers  in  some  cases,  in  carrying  out  our 
order  of  last  meeting,  to  afford  provisional  out-door  relief  to  certain  classes 
contemplated  in  the  Commissioners’  order,  under  section  1 of  Relief  Extension 
Act,  have  also  afforded  relief  to  persons  within  the  classes  contemplated  in 
section  2,  and  to  authorize  relief  to  which  the  Commissioners’  order  has  not 
yet  been  issued. 

The  workhouse  being  closed  at  present  against  admissions  from  infectious 
diseases  prevailing  in  it,  and  the  other  causes  adverted  to  in  our  report  of  20th 
instant,  although  relief  to  the  latter  class  is  illegal  v/e  are  not  disposed  to 
disallow  it. 

As  the  workhouse  cannot  be  in  a position  to  enable  us  to  permit  further 
admissions  into  it  for  another  week,  we  feel  ourselves  constrained,  guided  by 
the  representations  of  the  relieving  officers,  to  continue  such  relief,  though 
irregular,  for  that  time. 

The  relief  in  question  given  to  the  classes  not  yet  authorized  by  the  issue  of 
the  Commissioners’  order,  under  section  2,  is  but  trifling,  not  amounting  to 
more  than  3 1,  and  that  additional  amount  will  probably  be  all  which  we  will 
be  necessitated  to  allow. 

We  desire  to  place  this  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners,  so 
that  if  they  deem  it  necessary  they  may  issue  their  orders  under  section  2. 

W e hope  to  have  available  space  for  the  admission  of  1 50  into  ■workhouse  in 
the  course  of  one  week. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  23,  1 847. 

The  Commissioners  desire  me  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  informa- 
tion a copy  of  an  order  authorizing  relief  to  destitute  widows  with  one  child, 
to  children  whose  parents  are  both  dead,  or  to  able-bodied  men  one  or  more 
members  of  whose  families  dependent  on  them  for  support  are  affected  by 
severe  sickness  or  serious  accident : and  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
are  prepared  to  issue  such  an  order  for  Mohill  Union,  if,  on  full  consideration, 
you  should  deem  it  necessary  to  recommend  it ; but  the  Commissioners  enjoin 
you  not  to  permit  the  relieving  officers,  without  the  authority  of  such  an  order, 
to  give  relief  to  classes  not  included  in  section  1. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners: — December  24,  1847. 

The  pressure  of  destitution  throughout  this  Union  continues  steadily  to 
increase ; and  although  upwards  of  120  cases  have  been  supported  during  the 
past  week,  on  out-door  relief  given  through  the  relieving  officers,  in  addition  to 
the  numbers  in  the  workhouse,  the  most  trustworthy  information  I can  obtain 
represents  the  distress  among  the  poor  as  extreme,  their  food  consisting  very 
much  of  the  tops  and  refuse  of  turnips  ; and  as  that  resource  will  shortly  fail, 
the  distress  must  rapidly  increase.  F ever  is  also  very  prevalent. 

The  Vice- Guardians  have  not  been  able  to  procure,  in  this  miserable  town, 
houses  to  hire  at  all  adequate  to  the  extent  of  additional  accommodation 
required  ; and  I fear  the  want  of  competent  workmen  will  render  it  very  dif- 
ficult and  tedious  to  erect  sheds  for  that  purpose. 

Having,  on  the  21st  instant,  inspected  the  Union  workhouse,  I am  enabled  to 
report  that  the  daily  superintendence  and  vigilance  of  the  Vice-Guardians  have 
effected  some  improvement  as  to  the  hours  and  the  regularity  of  the  meals ; 
but  their  advertisements  having  failed  to  procure  any  tenders  for  the  removal 
of  the  accumulated  soil  from  the  cesspools  and  privies,  it  is  found  still  imprac- 
ticable to  accomplish  the  requisite  amendment  as  to  cleanliness  in  the  yards 
and  premises.  As  this  is  a most  important  object,  and  it  appears  impossible  to 
find  in  the  country  any  person  to  undertake  the  office,  I have  recommended  to 
the  Vice-Guardians  to  write  to  Dublin  for  a contractor. 

The  repairs  of  the  house  are  proceeding  slowly.  It  is  most  difficult  to  obtain 
any  competent  masons,  glaziers,  or  other  mechanics  ; and  disappointments  con- 
stantly arise  from  parties  who  have  undertaken  such  repairs  abandoning  them. 
Nothing,  I am  persuaded,  will  be  omitted  by  the  Vice-Guardians  to  complete 
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this  object,  and  to  establish  order  and  discipline  in  the  workhouse ; but  they 
have  to  contend  against  these  local  obstacles,  and  also  against  the  indolence 
and  incapacity  of  the  workhouse  staff ; some  of  them  have  already  resigned. 

A gross  irregularity  (if  it  do  not  prove  worse)  on  the  part  of  the  master,  has 
just  been  detected  by  the  Vice-Guardians  endeavouring  to  muster  all  the 
inmates. 

It  appears  that  the  master  has  been  habitually,  for  a length  of  time,  returning 
in  his  weekly  list,  and  provision  account,  and  diet  table,  a much  greater  number 
of  inmates  than  were  actually  in  the  house.  As  the  numbers  appearing  from 
the  result  of  the  Vice-Guardians’  muster  of  the  different  wards  and  rooms,  and 
the  present  corrected  return  of  the  master  differ  considerably ; and  as  the  busi- 
ness of  the  regular  Board  yesterday  occupied  the  entire  day,  this  discrepancy  is 
to  be  verified  to-day ; and  the  Vice-Guardians  will  make  a special  report  to  you 
on  the  case,  forwarding  such  explanation  as  the  master  may  have  to  offer. 

I regret  to  have  to  state,  that  no  persons  whose  qualifications  and  securities 
appeared  sufficient,  had  yesterday  tendered  for  the  collection  of  the  new  rate, 
and  I much  fear  that  none  such  will  be  procured  in  the  Union.  It  also  appears 
that  the  valuator  camiot  complete  the  revision  of  the  remaining  electoral  divi- 
sions for  some  weeks,  as  his  presence  and  assistance  is  quite  indispensable  for 
certain  corrections  (required  by  changes  of  tenure  or  abandonments  of  tene- 
ments) in  carrying  on  the  arrears  with  the  rate -books,  without  which  great 
future  confusion  would  ensue.  I apprehend,  therefore,  that  none  of  these  can 
be  completed  for  another  week,  and  that  the  whole  cannot  be  filled  in  and 
signed  before  the  end  of  January. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  27,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  are  informed  that  Count  Strzelecki  has  authorized  a 
remittance  by  the  Commissariat  Department  of  300/.,  from  the  funds  of  the 
British  Association  for  the  immediate  purposes  of  relief  in  the  Union,  to  be 
repaid  by  the  Vice-Guardians  out  of  the  rates ; and  the  Commissioners  trust 
that  every  exertion  will  be  made  to  place  the  Union  in  funds  from  the  rates 
before  that  sum  is  exhausted. 

The  Commissioners  have  also  directed  an  order  to  be  prepared  and  issued, 
authorizing  out-door  relief  for  a limited  period,  to  certain  classes  beyond  those 
specified  in  sec.  1 of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

With  regard  to  the  statement  that  fever  is  very  prevalent,  I am  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  provisions  of  the  16th  section  of  6 and  7 Vic.,  c.  92,  under  which  a 
house  or  houses  may  be  hired  by  the  Vice-Guardians  in  any  part  of  the  Union, 
where  it  may  be  necessary  to  do  so. 

The  Commissioners  await  the  further  report  proposed  to  be  made,  respecting 
the  conduct  of  the  master  of  the  workhouse,  in  including,  in  his  accounts  a 
greater  number  of  inmates  than  were,  in  the  workhouse. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — December  25,  1847. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  23rd  instant,  enclosing  draft  of  order  to 
permit  relief  under  section  2 of  Extension  Act  in  the  Mohill  Union,  we  beg  to 
inform  you  that  after  mature  consideration  we  deem  it  advisable  that  such  an 
order  should  be  issued.  We  return  herewith  the  copy  of  the  order  should  you 
require  it. 

We  trust  the  operations  under  such  an  order  may  be  confined  to  a limited 
period,  and  that  the  opening  of  the  workhouse  for  considerable  admissions,  the 
object  at  present  of  our  best  exertions,  may  dispel  the  necessity  of  affording 
relief  to  classes  other  than  those  contemplated  in  Section  1. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  27,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have,  given  directions  for  the  issue  of  an  order  to 
authorize  out-door  relief  under  Section  2 of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension 
Act  to  the  classes  specified,  in  the  form  of  order  already  forwarded  to  you,  and 
returned  to  the  Commissioners  with  your  letter  above  referred  to. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  27,  1847. 

1.  We  beg  now  to  provide  you  with  a second  weekly  report  of  our  proceedings, 
in  the  discharge  of  our  duties  as  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Mohill  Union. 

The  Workhouse. 

2.  The  execution  of  the  repairs  which  we  consider  necessary  to  make  the -house 
habitable,  is  fast  approaching  completion  ; the  dietary  has  been  amended  ; an 
improved  standard  of  cleanliness  attained  ; a general  approach  to  obeyance  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  management  of  the  establishment  observable ; and 
many  of  the  leading  defects  we  had  occasion  to  notice  iu  our  first  report  remedied 

3.  We  h ave  all  but  closed  negociations  for  the  renting  of  a house  at  an  annual 
tenantry,  to  form  an  auxiliary  for  the  workhouse  infirmary.  To  this  place  we 
shall  at  once  remove  all  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases — much  reduced 
in  number  within  the  last  fortnight — and  advance  an  important  step  towards  our 
great  object  of  making  the  workhouse  speedily  available  for  fresh  admissions. 

4.  We  regret  all  our  efforts  have  not  yet  reduced  the  mortality  to  any  extent, 
which  still  remains  high ; but  the  constitutions  of  many  of  the  inmates  had  become 
so  undermined  by  the  defective  arrangements  of  the  establishment,  that  no  amended 
treatment  could  remove  the  elements  of  death  with  which  they  had  already  become 
impregnated. 

5.  We  are  proceeding  as  fast  as  the  means  at  command  will  permit  in  improving 
the  clothing  of  the  paupers,  and  have  advertised  for  supplies  of  this  and  other 
articles  to  meet  the  requirements  of  further  admissions ; which  we  do  not  feel 
ourselves  justified  in  making  until  we  have  the  house  cleared  of  fever,  and  such 
arrangements  effected  as  will  tend  to  the  prevention  of  fresh  outbursts  of  disease, 
when  the  number  of  inmates  is  again  increased. 

6.  For  the  present  we  must  despair  of  procuring  additional  accommodation  for 
the  children,  apart  from  the  workhouse,  and  it  will  likely  be  our  course  soon  to 
suggest  your  assistance  in  enabling  us  to  erect  temporary  shed  buildings  on  the 
workhouse  grounds,  either  for  the  children  or  the  able-bodied. 

7.  In  our  visits  through  the  house  it  struck  us  that  the  number  of  inmates 
appeared  less  than  that  exhibited  by  the  books.  After  a personal  enumeration  we 
found  that  upwards  of  100  were  on  the  books,  more  than  actually  were  in  the 
house.  The  collective  days  (according  to  which  the  provisions  and  necessaries 
consumed  were  of  course  calculated)  were  based  on  this  fictitious  number  shown 
by  the  admission  and  discharge  book  : thus  entailing  an  actual  loss  to  the  Guardians 
of  about  5/.  per  week. 

8.  We  have  no  evidence  to  show  the  master  converted  any  of  the  extra  quantity 
of  provisions  thus  charged  to  private  uses ; it  was  in  all  probability  weighed  out  to 
the  paupers,  and  it  may  have  been  wasted  or  misapplied  by  them,  in  a similar  way 
to  all  other  descriptions  of  Union  stores,  in  which  there  appears  so  great  defal- 
cation. How  far  the  circumstances  in  which  the  master  has  been  placed  for  the 
last  eight  or  nine  months — having  repeated  attacks  of  fever,  and  being  left  by  the 
Guardians  without  control — justifies  or  excuses  the  heinous  irregularities,  waste 
and  loss  during  that  time,  as  in  how  far  it  should  affect  his  continuance  as  an 
officer  of  the  house,  we  do  not  venture  to  express  an  opinion,  and  should  wish  to 
be  guided  by  your  views  in  relation  thereto. 

9.  The  reasons  which  induced  us  in  our  last  report  to  estimate  the  loss  of  Union 
property  as  there  stated,  are  certainly  magnified  by  our  experience  of  the  past 
week. 

10.  The  weekly  Relief  list  and  abstract  have  not  been  kept  regularly  since 
March  last ; independent  of  other  considerations,  an  important  check  on  the  system 
of  recording  workhouse  transactions  was  thus  wanting,  indeed  the  accuracy  ol  the 
accounts  of  this  period  can  never  be  rendered  anything  but  approximate. 

11.  We  are  trying  to  procure  the  assistance  of  a suitable  person  to  assist,  under 
our  own  direction,  in  bringing  up  the  arrears  in  these  clothing-  books,  &c. ; and 
until  this  is  effected,  we  cannot  feel  satisfied  in  receiving  stores  or  clothing  into 
the  house.  Great  labour  will  be  required  before  the  books  can  be  brought  into  a 
proper  state. 

12.  We  have  received  the  resignation  of  the  matron  and  wardmaster,  in  con- 
sequence we  believe  of  our  insisting  that  they  should  use  their  exertions  to  correct 
the1  lax  state  of  discipline,  and  perform  their  duties  properly.  Their  leaving  is  a 
source  of  satisfaction  to  us. 


Mohill  Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Mohill  Union. 


176  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

13.  We  now  proceed  to  elect  a matron,  increasing  the  salary  from  15/.  (as 
formerly)  to  20 1. ; an  assistant  matron  at  8/.,  whose  attention  shall  be  particularly 
directed  to  the  effective  employment  of  the  women ; and  an  assistant  master,  at  a 
salary  of  20/.  per  annum,  in  room  of  the  ward  master,  whose  services  we  think  shall 
be  most  necessary,  as  auxiliary  in  all  the  important  duties  of  the  house.  These 
officers  have  been  advertised  for. 

14.  The  formation  of  contracts,  and  thus  remedying  the  desultory  manner  in 
which  supplies  have  been  received  ; the  deepening  of  the  well ; the  procuring  of  a 
person  from  the  house  of  industry,  Dublin,  to  clear  the  cesspools ; the  surface 
draining  of  yards,  and  ventilating  are  in  progress — the  increased  confidence  pos- 
sessed in  us  facilitating  our  measures. 

15.  We  propose  forthwith  restoring  decency  in  the  burial  of  deceased  paupers, 
by  providing  each  with  a coffin  and  shroud.  We  conceive  that  the  mode  of  inter- 
ment in  operation  here  must  have  a degrading  and  brutalizing  effect  on  the  minds 
of  the  people  ; that  it  is  antagonist  to  morality,  inasmuch  as  a want  of  respect  for 
the  dead  leads  to  a recklessness  with  regard  to  life,  and  (when  this  disrespect  is 
carried  to  the  extreme,  which  it  has  been  here)  precludes  the  likelihood  of  that 
solemn  and  humanizing  train  of  feeling  connected  with  futurity  being  produced, 
which  funeral  obsequies  are  apt  to  arouse  in  those  of  humble  life,  and  indirectly 
tends  to  encourage  that  unhappy  indifference  to  the  taking  away  of  human  life 
characterizing  the  district.  If  one  object  of  the  workhouse  is  to  afford  an  example 
which,  from  its  prominence  it  is  likely  to  do,  we  can  easily  feel  the  necessity  of 
avoiding  any  course  likely  to  produce  moral  and  social  deterioration. 

Out-cloor  Relief. 

16.  To  meet  the  pressure  caused  by  the  closing  of  the  workhouse,  the  relieving 
officers  were  obliged  to  dispense  relief  to  classes  not  comprehended  in  those  to 
which  relief  is  authorized  in  section  1.  Although  this  was  contrary  to  the 
instructions  which  we  had  given  these  officers,  we  were  not,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  case,  disposed  to  disallow  this  relief.  It  has  of  course  been 
necessary  accordingly  to  apply  to  you  for  the  issue  of  an  order  under  section  2. 
We  hope,  however,  that  after  we  are  enabled  to  open  the  workhouse,  we  may  not 
for  a considerable  time  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  exercise  of  our  power,  of 
giving  relief  under  section  2. 

17.  We  appointed  at  last  meeting  a relieving  officer  for  the  vacant  district  of 
the  Union.  The  complete  organization  of  these  officers,  and  their  location  in 
relieving  houses  at  proper  points  in  their  district,  shall  form  our  immediate  duty; 
for  to  them  are  we  to  look  for  most  important  aid  in  meeting  the  distress  that  will 
likely,  during  the  coming  season,  press  heavily  upon  us. 

Rates. 

18.  A difficulty,  unforeseen  in  its  extent,  has  arisen  in  the  introduction  of  the 
arrears  of  former  rates  into  the  present  rate-books,  which  caused  a delay  in  signing 
the  rate-books.  We  have  the  revising  valuator  busily  at  work,  whose  assistance 
(from  the . circumstance  of  the  numerous  changes  caused  by  the  late  revision 
rendering  it  difficult  to  identify  the  present  holdings  with  the  arrears)  we  found 
necessary  in  transferring  and  apportioning  the  arrears.  We  hope  for  no  disap- 
pointment in  having  the  books  signed  next  meeting. 

19.  The  collection  of  the  arrears  on  the  seveu  divisions  still  in  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
bands  is  proceeding  very  slowly  ; he  states  that  all  of  these  have  been  collected 
which  can  be. 

20.  We  have  been  (as  we  anticipated  in  our  last  report)  unable  to  procure 
rate-collectors  for  the  eight  electoral  divisions  uncontracted  for ; any  applicants 
who  appeared  were  unsuited  to  the  appointment.  We  have  accordingly  applied  to 
you  for  men  from  the  retired  constabulary  list  for  this  service,  and  hope  soon  to 
have  your  answer. 

. Mr.  O’Brien,  our  attorney,  has  issued  writs  against  a number  of  the  imme- 
diate lessors,  by  whom  the  large  sum  of  600/.  is  due.  We  mean  to  look  to  this 
especially,  numerous  considerations  pointing  out  the  expediency  of  our  rigorously 
enforcing  payment  from  this  class,  embracing  many  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
country. 

22.  fhe  completion  of  the  revision  of  the  valuation  has  been  interfered  with  by 
our  being  obliged  to  withdraw  the  services  of  the  valuator  from  that  duty  to  the 
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arrangement  of  the  arrears ; but  we  shall  hasten  the  revision  as  much  as  in  our 
power. 

Funds. 

23.  We  have  so  far  not  touched  on  the  200£.  by  the  British  Association.  The 
balance  in  treasurer’s  hands,  however,  having  been  just  expended,  we  will  now  be 
obliged  to  draw  upon  that  resource  which  we  are  so  fortunate  in  having.  Until 
the  new  rate  is  put  in  collection,  we  can  alone  look  to  this  fund  to  meet  our  re- 
quirements. 

Fever  Hospitals. 

21.  We  have  been  in  communication  with  the  Board  of  Health  regarding 
increased  accommodation  for  fever  patients  at  distant  parts  of  the  Union  ; but  we 
could  not  undertake,  in  our  present  financial  state,  to  participate  in  any  measures 
attended  with  outlay  for  this  purpose,  although  fully  aware  of  their  necessity. 

25.  We  shall  assist  and  aid  with  funds,  so  far  as  in  our  power,  the  Relief  Com- 
mittee in  supporting  the  temporary  hospital,  when  they  think  proper  to  apply  to 
us  on  that  behalf. 

26.  It  is  fortunate  that  we  have  a slight  breathing  time  to  perfect  our  arrange- 
ments before  the  pressure  of  destitution  actually  bursts  upon  us.  We  trust  in  a 
short  time  to  have  the  Union  in  efficient  and  proper  order  ; and  if  we  can  only 
succeed  in  collecting  the  rates,  all  will  be  well. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — December  29,  1847. 

In  reference  to  the  accounts  of  the  master  of  the  workhouse,  the  Commis- 
sioners desire  to  state  that  his  pi-actice  of  charging  in  the  provision  accounts 
quantities  sufficient  for  a larger  number  of  paupers  than  were  in  the  workhouse 
cannot  be  excused.  He  is  either  guilty  of  wilful  fraud  or  gross  negligence,  as  the 
daily  roll-call  x-equired  by  the  14th  article  of  the  workhouse  rules  rendered  neces- 
sary the  keeping  of  lists  by  him  for  the  purpose,  which  must  have  enabled  him  to 
know  the  precise  number  of  each  class  in  the  workhouse.  If  a wilful  defalcation 
can  be  proved,  the  Vice-Guardians  should  apply  the  101st  section  of  the  1 and 
2 Vic.,  c.  56.  If  only  negligence  can  be  proved,  the  master  should  be  requhed  to 
resign  or  be  suspended,  with  a view  to  dismissal  by  the  Commissioners,  as  may 
appear  to  the  Vice-Guaixlians  to  be  most  fitting. 

As  regards  your  proposal  to  appoint  an  assistant  master  and  matron,  I am  to 
state  that,  in  a small  workhouse  like  that  of  Mohill  Union,  an  assistant  master  or 
matron  ought  not  to  be  requisite  ; and  well-conducted  paupers  should  be  in  charge 
of  both  men  and  women’s  wards. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  your  directing  a coffin  and  shroud  to  be  provided 
in  each  case  of  the  interment  of  workhouse  inmates. 

The  Order  authorizing  out  relief  to  certain  classes  for  a limited  time,  under 
section  2 of  10  Vic.,  c.  31,  will  be  transmitted  by  this  night’s  post. 

With  respect  to  the  issue  of  writs  against  a number  of  immediate  lessors,  by 
whom  large  amounts  of  rate  are  due,  the  Commissioners  request  your  attention  to 
the  provisions  of  section  2 of  6 and  7 Vic.,  c.  92,  in  regard  to  arrears  due  from 
immediate  lessors,  a list  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  of  those  pro- 
posed to  be  sued  by  action  in  the  Superior  Courts,  the  Commissioners’  consent  to 
such  mode  of  proceeding  being  necessary  in  each  case,  under  the  proviso  at  the  end 
of  that  section. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners: — December  31,  1847- 

The  state  and  prospects  of  this  Union  have  undergone  no  perceptible 
change  since  the  date  of  my  last  report. 

The  increasing  pressure  of  want  is  exhibited  in  the  numbers  taken  on  the  list 
of  out-door  relief  by  the  several  relieving  officers,  and  registered,  now  amount- 
ing to  nearly  300,  and  which  will  necessarily  rapidly  increase,  as  the  state  of 
the  workhouse,  and  the  inability  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  procure  extra  accom- 
modation to  hire,  forbid  them  to  admit  any  more  inmates  at  present,  except  in 
very  peculiar  cases  not  to  be  otherwise  adequately  provided  for. 

I am  unable  to  report  any  material  improvement  in  the  interior  of  the  work- 
house,  where  the  unremitting  exertions  of  the  Vice-Guardians  appear  to  pro- 
duce little  more  than  a momentary  observance  of  the  regulations  or  main- 
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Mohill  Union,  tenance  of  discipline,  but  are  totally  unsupported  by  any  zeal  or  activity  on  the 
part  of  the  executive  officers,  whose  daily  duties  they  in  a great  measure 
perform. 

As  the  charge  affecting  the  master  of  the  house,  adverted  to  in  my  last 
report,  appears  fully  established,  and  indeed  admitted  by  him,  the  Vice- 
Guardians  have  no  alternative  but  to  suspend  him.  Meantime  the  clerk 
having  been  compelled  by  serious  illness  to  relinquish  his  daily  duties,  the 
whole  burden  of  carrying  on  the  daily  routine  of  the  house  devolves  upon  the 
Vice-Guardians,  who  are  unable  to  find  in  this  neighbourhood  persons  com- 
petent to  fill  even  temporarily  the  situations  now  vacant. 

The  repairs  of  the  house  are  advancing  but  slowly ; and  the  offensive  state  of 
some  of  the  yards  and  premises  continues.  These  defects  the  Vice-Guardians 
have  been  unable  to  rectify,  as  the  tardy  and  very  inefficient  masons  and 
glaziers  cannot  be  depended  on  for  punctuality ; and  no  tenders  have  been 
obtained  for  emptying  the  cesspools,  although  advertised  for  in  the  country  and 
latterly  also  invited  from  Dublin. 

A complete  and  thoroughly  efficient  staff  of  new  officers  for  the  workhouse 
appears  to  me  the  first  and  indispensable  preliminary  to  any  permanent  amend- 
ment ; and  in  the  view  of  intended  additional  accommodation  by  building 
sheds,  I should  recommend  an  increase  in  their  numbers  until  order  and  disci- 
• pline  be  effectually  established,  and  the  acquired  habits  of  the  long  resident 
pauper  inmates  eradicated  by  a firm  authority,  and  strict  and  constant  vigilance 
of  inspection. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  3,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  laws  for 
relief  of  the  poor  in  Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  31st  ultimo,  relating  to  Mohill  Union,  for  which  I am  to  express  the 
Commissioners’  thanks. 

The  Commissioners  desire  me  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  as  an  imme- 
diate appointment  of  workhouse  officers  is  indispensable,  notice  for  proposals 
should  be  inserted  in  more  than  one  of  the  Dublin  evening  newspapers,  in 
addition  to  the  next  weekly  paper,  and  an  early  day  fixed  for  the  selection. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — December  31,  1847- 
Owing  to  the  instant  demands  for  supplies  of  several  articles  of  clothing, 
provisions,  repairs,  &c.,  which  are  of  every-day  occurrence  in  this  house,  and 
the  general  want  of  contracts  for  their  supply,  we  may  be  in  several  cases 
obliged  to  depart  from  17,  18,  19  and  the  following  articles  of  the  Com- 
missioners’ General  Regulations  for  Unions. 

We  would  therefore  wish  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  for 
our  departing  from  those  rules,  should  a necessity  for  so  doing  occur:  of 
course  the  departure  shall  be  the  exception,  and  in  all  cases  where  time  will 
be  of  little  consequence,  we  shall  adhere  to  the  strict  letter  of  the  directions. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  5,  1848. 

The  regulations  referred  to  should  be  adhered  to  as  closely  as  possible. 

At  the  same  time  if,  in  the  present  very  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  Union, 
it  is  fomid  impracticable  to  obtain  the  requisite  supplies  in  the  manner  provided 
for  therein,  the  Vice-Guardians  may  resort  to  such  other  steps  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  obviate  any  inconvenience  that  would  arise  from  the  want  of  such 
supplies. 

The  Commissioners,  however,  rely  upon  the  Vice-Guardians  adhering  to  the 
regulations  whenever  practicable. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — December  31,  1847. 

As  we  find  it  impossible  to  obtain  the  proposed  temporary  accommo- 
dation for  the  reception  of  children,  and  thereby  increase  the  space  in  the  work- 
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house,  we  would  feel  obliged  by  your  informing  us,  if  the  necessary  funds  for 
the  erection  of  wooden  sheds  could  be  obtained  through  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners;  and  if  so,  when  we  might  expect  to  be  able  to  commence 
these  buildings. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  5,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  loans  cannot  be  obtained  for  temporary  buildings,  and 
that  the  architect  is  of  opinion  it  will  be  more  advisable  to  erect  sheds  covered 
with  thatch  than  wooden  sheds.  He  suggests  that  in  Mohill  Union  these  sheds 
can  be  best  constructed  at  the  rear  of  the  children’s  yard  at  each  side,  communi- 
cating with  the  male  and  female  yards,  but  not  inside  the  latter,  which  is  very 
objectionable. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — December  31,  1847. 

We  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant, 
and  in  reply  have  to  state,  that  with  regard  to  the  suspension  of  the  master,  we 
conceive  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  establishment  to  require 
his  leaving  immediately,  as  owing  to  the  illness  of  the  clerk,  the  resignation  of 
the  matron,  and  the  incompetency  of  many  of  the  officers,  even  the  services  of 
Mr.  Jenkins,  the  master,  at  this  moment  (great  as  has  been  his  carelessness,  and 
incompetent  though  he  be,)  would  be  a matter  of  serious  inconvenience  to  us. 
We  must,  therefore,  urge  on  the  Commissioners  the  necessity  of  our  retaining 
him  yet  awhile. 

We  have,  however,  required  his  resignation,  and  have  informed  him  that  he 
only  retains  his  situation  until  we  are  enabled  to  provide  a proper  officer  in  his 
stead. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  letter  respecting  the  appointment  of  an 
assistant  master  and  matron,  we  are  of  opinion  that  from  the  great  amount  of 
work  which  will  be  necessary  to  bring  the  establishment  into  a proper  state, — 
the  difficulty  there  will  be  in  introducing  improved  habits  amongst  the  paupers 
and  providing  for  their  due  employment, — the  increased  duties  which  will  arise 

from  the  additional  numbers  to  be  received  when  shed  buildings  are  erected, 

the  fact  of  there  not  being  five  women  in  the  house  to  whom  the  least  char°,e 
could  be  entrusted, — the  appointment  of  the  officers  in  question  is  indispensable. 
An  additional  reason  for  the  appointment  is,  that  there  already  exists  in  this 
establishment  a paid  wardsman  and  wardswoman,  whom  we  mean  to  get  rid  of, 
and  it  is  intended  that  their  duties  should  merge  into  those  of  the  officers  in 
contemplation. 

With  regard  to  the  law  proceedings  being  taken  at  present  against  defaulting 
rate-payers,  and  the  necessity  of  our  procuring  the  authority  of  the  Commis- 
sioners previous  to  the  commencement  of  an  action  in  the  superior  Courts,  we 
have  to  state,  that  the  solicitor  had  been  instructed  to  take  such  steps  as  appeared 
requisite  for  the  recovery  of  arrears  by  the  former  Board,  and  we  concluded 
they,  or  the  solicitor,  had  acted  in  accordance  with  section  2 of  1 and  2 Vic., 
cap.  92.  The  requisite  list  shall  now,  however,  be  forwarded  to  you  without 
delay  for  the  Commissioners’  consent. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — December  31,  1847. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant,  from  which  it  appears 
the  Commissioners  disapprove  of  our  proposed  arrangement  with  regard  to  the 
rate  of  fees  to  be  allowed  to  collectors  and  the  abatement  to  be  made  to  rate- 
payers for  prompt  payment,  we  beg  to  submit  some  further  views  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

We  may  premise  that  our  plan  has  been  altered  in  some  respects,  so  that  it 
now  presents  perhaps,  new  features. 

It  simply  is  this,  that  each  collector  receive  2 s.  per  pound  fees  for  all  he 
collects,  and  that  he  give  to  all  persons  who  pay  their  rates  to  him  within  one 
fortnight  from  the  day  he  gets  his  warrant,  an  abatement  of  Is.  in  the  pound 
out  of  his  remuneration. 

2 A 2 
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The  Commissioners  urge  as  ail  objection  to  this  plan,  that  the  collector 
would  be  induced  to  defer  his  application  for  the  payment  of  the  rate  until  the 
time  for  giving  the  allowance  had  expired. 

Now,  our  proposed  mode  of  procedure  is,  to  give  public  notice  that  the  col- 
lector will,  at  some  fixed  place  receive  payment  of  rates,  and  make  the  abate- 
ment for  sums  paid  within  the  fortnight.  The  failure  of  the  collector  to  apply 
for  payment  will  not  therefore  affect  the  measure ; for  its  working  is  altogether 
independent  of  the  collector’s  application. 

The  collectors  already  appointed  consider  that  an  offer  of  the  kind  proposed, 
will  have  a good  effect  in  producing  payments,  and  they  are  perfectly  satisfied 
to  give  half  their  fees,  or  even  more,  to  those  who  would  pay  them  at  once  and 
give  no  trouble. 

This  cannot  be  considered  as  foregoing  any  part  of  the  rate,  for  2s.  per  pound 
is  just  the  amount  which  will  be  paid  by  the  Union,  whether  it  passes  into  the 
hands  of  the  rate  payer  or  rate  collector ; and  no  inroad  is  made  upon  the 
rights  of  the  rate  collector  when  he  voluntarily  agrees  to  make  the  allowance 
to  facilitate  his  duties. 

The  plan  on  a more  extended  scale  has  been  tried  with  great  success  in  other 
Unions,  and  we  believe,  from  all  we  can  learn,  it  would  be  attended  with  similar 
good  results  in  this  Union.  As  it  may  be  considered  by  the  Vice  Guardians  in 
the  light  of  a private  arrangement  of  the  rate  collector,  no  illegality  appears  to 
them  involved  in  the  procedure. 

From  the  difficulty  in  procuring  rate  collectors,  we  fear  persons  could  not 
be  procured  who  would  bind  themselves  to  pay  any  fixed  sum  of  importance 
within  one  or  two  months,  or  forfeit  part  of  their  fees,  at  least  without  some 
extraordinary  inducement,  such  as  that  now  contemplated  by  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians, being  held  out  to  the  rate-payers  to  pay. 

The  Commissioners’  suggestion  would  therefore  be  desirable  concurrent  with 
the  bonus  to  the  rate-payers.  Without  something  of  the  latter  kind  we  are 
hopeless  as  to  the  satisfactory  collection  of  the  rate,  and  the  two  collectors  who 
have  practical  experience,  share  in  a similar  feeling. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  5,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  having  fully  considered  your  communication  of  the 
31st  ultimo  (received  on  4th  instant),  respecting  the  arrangement  proposed  by 
you  in  regard  to  the  remuneration  of  the  collectors,  I am  directed  to  state  that 
the  Commissioners  must  adhere  to  their  objections  to  the  proposed  mode  of  pay- 
ment, and  recommend  you  to  make  some  other  arrangement  more  in  accordance 
with  the  views  expressed  by  the  Commissioners  in  their  letter  to  you  of  29th 
ultimo. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  3,  1848. 

1.  We  have  this  day  succeeded  in  signing  the  rate-books  of  five  electoral 
divisions,  being  the  entire  number  but  one,  for  which  we  have  obtained  col- 
lectors, and  completed  by  the  revising  valuator.  We  expect  in  about  a fortnight, 
that  the  progress  of  the  valuator  will  enable  us  to  sign  the  books  of  four  more 
electoral  divisions. 

2.  We  trust  to  have  the  new  books  now  signed  in  collection  before  the  expi- 
ration of  the  week,  having  the  necessary  preparatory  measures  in  course  of 
speedy  execution. 

3.  We  have  advertised  for  rate-collectors  for  the  vacant  districts  (comprising 
sevefi  electoral  divisions)  in  the  Dublin  newspapers,  and  great  difficulty  appears 
in  procuring  proper  persons  to  undertake  this  service,  even  at  the  high  rate  of 
remuneration  offered. 

4.  Mr.  O’Brien,  rate-collector,  is  proceeding  with  the  collection  of  the  old 
rate  in  six  electoral  divisions,  with  perhaps  as  much  success  as  under  ,the  cir- 
cumstances could  be  expected. 

5.  Mr.  O’Brien,  "the  solicitor,  has  been  instructed  to  prepare  a list  of  the 
parties  he  is  proceeding  against  by  writ,  to  be  laid  before  the  Commissioners, 
so  that  their  consent  may  be  obtained.  No  further  steps  can  be  taken  by  him 
until  next  term. 
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6.  We  have  called  on  the  master  to  resign,  and  he  is  - to  leave  on  Thursday, 
the  20th  January  instant,  it  being  desirable,  from  reasons  already,  stated,  to 
retain  him  until  then.  We  proceed  to  appoint  a master  on  that  day  and  pur- 
pose (if  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners)  offering  40/.  as  the  salary  of  the  new 
officer.  We  are  inclined  to  think  25/.,  the  salary  of  the  late  master,  ■with  the 
meagre  rations,  too  limited  a remuneration,  and  that  it  would,  if  continued  at 
that  rate,  interfere  with  our  obtaining  a proper  man. 

7 . Interminable  difficulties  arise  to  us  in  the  prosecution  of  our  d uties.  The 
workmen  of  this  place  are  the  most  worthless  set  possible,  and  can  be  got  to  do 
almost  nothing ; so  that  the  execution  of  the  repairs,  &c.,  is  proceeding  but 
slowly.  The  illness  of  our  clerk,  the  resignation  of  three  other  officers,  and 
uselessness  of  all  the  rest,  are  sources  of  great  discouragement. 

8.  Out-door  relief  is  in  full  operation,  relieving  officers  being  employed  in 
every  district  of  the  Union. 

9.  On  reconsideration,  we  mean  to  devote  part  of  our  limited  resources  in 
co-operating  with  the  Board  of  Health  in  providing  means  of  hospital  relief  for 
fever  patients,  in  certain  parts  of  the  Union.  We  will  very  soon  be  able  to 
remove  all  infectious  cases  from  the  workhouse  to  the  house,  we  have  taken  for 
that  purpose. 

10.  Owing  to  the  press  of  business  on  our  hands  this  week,  we  are  unable  to 
make  this  report  as  full  as  we  could  have  wished. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  5,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  sanction  the  proposed  salary  of  40/.  a-year  for  the 
master  of  the  workhouse,  to  be  appointed ; and  as  an  immediate  appointment 
of  new  workhouse  officers  is  indispensable,  notices  should  be  inserted,  if  not 
already  done,  in  more  than  one  of  the  Dublin  Evening  newspapers,  in  addition 
to  the  next  weekly  paper,  and  an  early  day  fixed  for  the  selection. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  object  to  the 
Vice-Guardians  retaining  the  services  of  the  present  master,  until  his  successor 
is  appointed ; but  the  appointment  should  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable. 

_ As  regards  the  appointment  of  an  assistant  master  and  matron,  the  Commis- 
sioners must  still  object  to  permanent  appointments  of  the  kind ; but  they  will 
sanction  the  provisional  appointment  of  such  assistants  as  the  Vice-Guardians 
deem  actually  requisite  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Union,  trusting  to 
the  Vice-Guardians  to  dispense  with  these  appointments,  as  soon  as  the  work- 
house  shall  have  been  brought  into  regular  order. 


Extract  from  Minutes  of  the  Vice-Guardians  : — January  3,  1848. 

Resolved , — That  the  following  rates  be  made  on  the  electoral  divisions 
stated,  at  a poundage  of  3s.  conjointly  for  purposes  of  Temporary  Relief  Act,  and 
relief  under  ordinary  Poor  Law  Acts. 

Amount  of  Rate  thereon, 

• at  3s.  in  the  pound,  and 

Arrears  of  former  Rate. 

£.  s.  d. 

Electoral  Divisions  of  Esliri 435  16  3 

„ „ Rynn . . . . ■ . 755  10  7 

„ „ Annaduff ....  856  16  9 

„ „ Carrigallen  . . . 826  3 11 

„ „ Newtowngore  . . 673  19  7 

The  rate-books  were  thereupon  signed  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  having  been  pre- 
viously certified  by  the  clerk,  and  the  rate  duly  made  and  declared. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — January  15, 1848. 

In  reference  to  the  rate  recently  made  in  Mohill  Union,  the  Commissioners 
for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  request  to  be  in- 


Mohill  Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Mohill  Union. 


182  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

formed  whether  the  collecting-books  are  yet  ready  for  issue,  or  if  only  in  course 
of  preparation.  They  request  that  the  Vice-Guardians  will  take  steps  for'  their 
immediate  completion. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington  -.—January  3,  1848. 

With  reference  to  Head  Constable  Lodge’s  report,  dated  Ballinamore,  14th 
instant,  transmitted  to  the  Commissioners  through  the  Chief  Secretary’s  office, 
containing  a copy  of  a verdict  given  at  an  inquest  held  on  the  body  of  Andrew 
M'Gourty,  found  dead  at  Derreen,  county  Leitrim,  I am  directed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  to  state,  for 
the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  that  they  caused  inquiry 
to  be  made  on  the  subject ; and  I am  to  enclose  herewith  a copy  of  a report  from 
Major  Haliday,  Temporary  Inspector  of  Mohill  Union,  on  the  subject,  together 
with  the  minutes  of  evidence  therein  referred  to.  It  having  appeared  that  the 
deceased  came  from  a part  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  the  Commissioners 
also  instructed  Captain  Wynne,  the  Temporary  Inspector  of  that  Union,  to  make 
further  inquiry  therein,  and  I am  to  enclose  a copy  of  his  report  also. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  it  does  not  appear  that  application  was  made 
by  or  on  behalf  of  the  deceased  to  any  of  the  Union  officers  for  relief,  either  in 
Mohill  or  in  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

With  reference  to  the  last  paragraph  of  Major  Haliday’s  report,  I am  to  state 
that  it  appears  the  Vice- Guardians  of  Mohill  Union  appointed  a relieving  officer 
for  Ballinamore  district  on  the  23rd  instant ; and  the  Commissioners  understand 
the  refusal  of  relief  in  the  cases  referred  to  in  that  paragraph  by  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians  to  have  been  owing  to  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union, 
previous  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Board  on  the  8th  instant,  as  already  reported  for 
his  Excellency’s  information.  The  Commissioners  trust  that  the  affairs  of  the 
Union  will  have  shortly  been  brought  into  a better  condition  by  the  present  Vice- 
Guardians. 

Enclosure. 

Copy  of  Constabulary  Report,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing. 

County  of  Leitrim,  Ballinamore, 
December  14,  1847. 

I beg  to  forward  at  foot  hereof  a copy  of  a verdict  of  a coroner’s  jury  upon  an  inquest 
•on  the  body  of  Andrew  M'Gourty,  found  dead  in  a field  at  Derreen,  in  this  district,  on  the 
10th  instant. 

Verdict. 

. Found  dead  on  the  10th  instant,  by  starvation  and  want  of  food  and  nourishment,  after  bein<* 
m lever  for  a length  of  time.  ° 

J.  Lodge,  3 rd  S.  I. 

Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  23,  1847. 

I proceeded  on  Monday,  the  21st  instant,  to  Ballinamore,  in  order  to  inquire  into  and 
ascertain  the  facts  connected  with  the  case  of  Andrew  M'Gourty,  who  was  found  dead  at 
Derreen,  and  on  whose  body  an  inquest  was  held. 

I must  premise  that  Derreen  is  a name  common  to  a number  of  places  quite  remote  from 
each  other  m this  Union. 

I proceeded  from  Ballinamore  to  the  residence  of  the  coroner,  Alexander  Percy  Esq  but 
that  gentleman  being  absent  at  Belturbet,  I was  unable  to  see  him. 

I then  endeavoured,  but  without  success,  to  see  the  resident  magistrate  or  the  sub-inspector 
of  constabulary,  both  those  gentlemen  being  absent  from  the  town.  1 

The  occurrence  seemed  not  to  be  known  in  Ballinamore,  but  I met,  after  some  inquiry  a 
farmer  residing  m Oughteragh  division  who  had  beard  of  the  inquest,  who  informed  me  that 
he  had  known  the  deceased  well,  having  frequently  employed  him  as  a day-labourer,  and  he 
described  the  deceased  as  having  been  a very  industrious  hard-working  man,  somewhat  above 
4U  years  of  age,  married,  and  having  a family.  He  understood  that  he  had  gone  out  on  the 
morning  before  his  death  to  beg,  having  been  previously  much  reduced  by  fever.  This  person 
stated  that  the  residence  of  the  deceased  was  not  in  Mohill  Union,  but  in  that  of  Carrick-on- 
Shannon,  close  to  Aghacashel,  parish  of  Kiltubbrid ; and  as  the  place  indicated  was  so  distant 
tnat  I could  not  have  reached  it  before  night-fall,  and  there- is  no  road  within  three-quarters  of 
a mile  ot  it,  1 did  not  attempt  to  proceed  thither,  but  returned  to  Mohill,  having  first* written 
to  the  coroner  for  further  information. 

I have  this  day  seen  the  coroner,  and  obtained  from  him  his  minutes  of  the  inquest  and 
evidence  taken,  of  which  I have  made  extracts  herewith  annexed. 

i rom  his  statement  I find  that  the  Derreen,  where  the  deceased  resided,  is  without  but 
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adjacent  to  the  boundary  of  the  Mohill  Union,  and  in  that  of  Carrick-on-Shannon ; that 
M'Goui  ty  had  been  in  England  or  Scotland  during  the  harvest,  and  had  subsequently  had 
fever  (as  had  also  his  family),  and  suffered  from  relapses ; that  he  had  gone  out  to  beg  or  try  to 
procure  food,  and  on  his  way  homewards  was,met  by  a neighbour  who  spoke  to  him,  to  whom 
he  did  not  at  first  reply,  but  afterwards  said  "-he  was  bad  enough,”  and  « feared  he  would 
not  be  able  to  reach  home;”  that  in  a few  hours  afterwards  he  was  found  dead  on  the  around 
about  two  fields  distant  from  his  cabin ; and  the  opinion  of  the  neighbours,  who  had  known  his 
condition,  coincided  with  that  of  the  surgeon  who  examined  his  corpse,  that  he  died  from  the 
effects  of  cold  and  want  of  food  on  a frame  enfeebled  by  previous  disease. 

I cannot  entertain  any  doubt  that  such  was  the  actual  and  immediate  cause  of  his  death. 

I have  further  to  report  that  I cannot  find  any  trace  of  an  application  for  relief  having  been 
made  by  the  deceased  to  any  Guardian  or  officer  of  this  Union,  nor  is  it  to  be  supposed,  con- 
sidering his  residence. 

It  is,  however,  to  be  observed  that  there  has  been  no  relieving  officer  for  the  district  adjoining 
the  residence  of  deceased,  comprising  the  electoral  divisions  of  Fenagh,  Oughteragh,  and 
Ballinamore,  the  appointment  of  the  person  elected  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  (Mr.  Kane) 
not  having  been  confirmed;  and  it  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  my  reports  of  the  5th  and  19th 
November,  and  3rd  December,  that  on  the  Board  days  preceding  those  dates  many  applicants 
for  relief  at  the  workhouse  had  been  refused  without  any  inquiry  into  their  cases,  from  the 
inability  of  the  Board  to  relieve  them. 

Enclosure. 

Extracts  from  the  Evidence  taken  before  Alex.  Percy,  Esq.,  Coroner,  at  the  Inquest  held 
on  the  13th  December  on  the  body  of  Andrew  M'Gourty  at  Derreen,  Agha  Cashel,  parish 
of  Kiltubbrid,  county  Leitrim. 

1.  James  Callum,  of  Agha  Cashel,  labourer,  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  “I  knew  the  deceased 
A.  M'Gourty.  The  last  time  I saw  him  alone  was  on  Friday  evening  last,  he  was  then 
walkiug  near  his  own  house ; I asked  him  how  he  did ; he  did  not  answer  me  for  some  time ; 
he  then  said  “ he  thought  he  would  find  it  hard  to  get  home;  that  he  was  bad  enough.”  I was 
afraid  to  go  near  him  for  fear  of  the  fever,  and  I thought  he  would  get  home  without  assistance, 
he  was  walking  so  stout.  I know  no  more  about  the  matter. 

2.  James  Galagan,  senior,  of  Derreen,  farmer,  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  “I  knew  the  deceased 
right  well  this  long  time.  I saw  him  last  alive  on  Friday  morning  ; he  appeared  to  be  very 
weak.  I knew  him  and  his  family  to  be  in  a very  bad  state  for  a long  time  back. 

On  Friday  last,  about  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a half  in  the  night,  I found  the  deceased, 
M'Gourty,  lying  dead,  with  his  mouth  under,  within  about  two  fields  of  his  own  house.  I knew 
the  deceased  and  his  family  to  have  had  fever  for  some  time  back.  I have  no  doubt  that  the 
deceased  came  to  his  death  from  the  effects  of  cold,  and  the  want  of  enough  to  eat,  after  getting 
up  out  of  the  fever. 

J.  Roper  Little,  surgeon,  &c.,  certifies,  “ I have  examined  the  body  of  A.  M'Gourty,  and 
am  of  opinion  that  his  death  was  caused  by  exhaustion  and  exposure  to  cold,  after  having  had 
fever  and  no  proper  treatment  or  nourishment  afterwards. 

(Signed)  Alex.  Percy,  Coroner. 

Report  of  Captain  Wynne,  Temporary  Inspector  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union : — 
December  29, 1847- 

I find  that  Derreen  is  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union.  I think  it  not  improbable 
that  Andrew  M'Gourty  died  as  stated  “from  the  effects  of  fever  and  the  exhaustion  consequent 
on  several  relapses  of  the  disease,  together  with  want  of  nourishment  afterwards,  the  immediate 
cause  of  death  being  the  cold  to  which  he  was  exposed  in  that  state.” 

I find  that  no  application  has  been  made  for  admission  to  the  workhouse  by  this  poor  man, 
nor  could  he  have  been  admitted  even  if  such  had  been  made,  as  he  appears  to  have  held  land, 
and  is  to  be  found  as  a rate-payer  valued  at  1Z.  16r.  net. 

It  is  much  to  be  deplored  that  very  many  poor  persons  postpone  application  to  the  workhouse 
from  various  motives,  till  their  condition  is  beyond  all  human  aid.  We  have  had  many 
instances  of  this  in  the  house  for  the  last  fortnight. 

Amongst  the  most  general  causes  may  be  enumerated  “ their  aversion  to  give  up  their  la*d, 
which  appears  to  have  been  the  case  with  this  poor  man.  I may  add,  that  the  expectation  of 
out-door  relief,  either  by  means  of  a Government  grant  or  under  the  Poor  Laws,  acts  most 
mischievously  in  producing  this  effect. 

We  have  received  several  cases  into  the  house  lately,  whose  only  complaint  appears  to  be 
exhaustion.  I have  attended  myself  to  the  treatment  of  them,  and  saw,  as  far  as  in  my  power 
lay,  that  they  received  what  was  considered  best  suited  to  their  cases : some  have  died,  the 
remainder,  I fear,  will  soon  follow. 

I cannot  say  that,  in  these  cases,  blame  is  fairly  attributable  to  the  Guardians,  as  it  does 
not  appear  that  applications  had  been  previously  made  by  these  unhappy  persons. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  7,  1848. 

The  pressure  upon  us  for  out-door  relief  is  becoming  severe,  accumulating 
in  a manifold  ratio.  We,  for  so  far,  are  able  to  afford  workhouse  relief  to  all  not 
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comprised  in  the  classes  to  which  we  are  empowered  to  extend  out  relief.  We 
might  stfive  off  the  extremity  perhaps  for  a week  longer,  having  still  available 
workhouse  space;  but  without  officers,  we  regret  to  say,  all  the  arrangements  we 
ourselves  are  able  to  make  do  not  secure  us  from  an  unpleasant  feeling  in  making 
further  admissions  beyond  a very  limited  number.  We  are,  therefore,  impelled 
to  submit  our  application  for  the  issue  of  your  order  to  enable  us  to  give  extern 
relief  to  classes  comprised  in  section  2,  not  already  provided  for  by  your  order  of 
29th  December,  1847. 

We  make  this  application  not  unguardedly.  We  feel  that  out  relief  to  the 
able-bodied  is  the  last  resource  ; but  their  famishing  state  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  absence  of  workhouse  accommodation  on  the  other,  leave  but  the  one  line  of 
conduct. 

The  temporary  difficulties  which  have  arisen  from  causes  beyond  our  control 
have  produced  the  crisis,  demanding  out  relief  to  the  fullest  extent,  sooner  than 
we  expected.  But  when  these  are  removed,  we  are  not  without  hope  that  we 
might  be  in  a position  to  suspend  out  relief  to  the  able-bodied  until  a more 
advanced  period  of  the  year. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  10,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  given  directions,  in  accordance  with  your  report, 
for  the  preparation  of  an  order  authorising  out-door  relief  in  food  in  Mohill  Union 
to  the  able-bodied,  in  addition  to  the  classes  for  which  such  relief  has  been  already 
authorized  under  section  2 of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  7,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  state  of  this 
Union : — 

1 . The  workhouse,  which  I inspected  yesterday,  can  scarcely  be  considered  at 
all  advanced  in  point  of  cleanliness,  order,  or  discipline.  The  closing  of  the 
apertures  in  the  walls,  which  have  been  fitted  with  ventilating  wooden  tubes, 
according  to  the  plan  and  directions  of  Mr.  Wilkinson,  has  removed  the  appear- 
ance of  dilapidation,  and  added  to  the  comfort  of  the  inmates  in  a considerable 
degree  ; but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  position  of  these  is  such  as  to  cause  unne- 
cessary cold,  and  not  to  attain  the  object  of  effective  ventilation ; and  the  broken 
glass  in  the  windows  is  not  yet  repaired,  in  consequence  of  the  tardiness  of  the 
contractor  for  glazing.  The  females  in  the  day-rooms  and  nursery  are  therefore 
constantly  found  with  small  heaps  of  lighted  turf  in  various  places  over  the  clay 
floors,  and  the  utmost  vigilance  of  the  Vice-Guardians  is  unable  to  check  or  abate 
this  irregularity.  The  meals  appear  to  be  served  with  greater  order  and  regu- 
larity, and  the  improved  aspect  of  the  younger  children  bears  a gratifying  testimony 
to  the  effects  of  this  amendment,  and  of  the  change  of  dietary  lately  adopted  ; but 
they  are  still  very  late  in  being  cooked  and  served.  The  repairs  of  the  roof  and 
exterior  of  the  workhouse  are  very  partially  complete ; and  the  apertures  in  the 
infirmary  walls  not  yet  closed,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  the 
services  of  a carpenter  to  construct  ventilators  on  the  plan  proposed. 

2.  No  tender  whatever  has  been  made  for  the  removal  of  the  soil  from  the  cess- 
pools and  privies ; and  in  consequence  the  yards  and  premises  in  rear  of  the  main 
building  remain  in  the  same  revolting  state  of  filth.  The  laundry  is  piled  with 
layers  of  unwashed  clothes  ; and  it  is  quite  manifest  that  the  inmates,  although 
quiet,  and  showing  no  disposition  to  resist  orders,  cannot  at  present  be  kept 
employed,  or  compelled  to  observe  the  regulations  of  the  house,  from  the  want  of 
officers.  The  schoolmaster  (at  no  time  efficient)  is  ill  with  fover  ; the  school- 
mistress obliged  to  attempt  the  functions  of  the  matron  lately  resigned ; and  the 
master  who  has  resigned  in  order  to  avoid  dismissal,  is  not  likely  now  to  exhibit 
the  qualities  of  firmness,  command,  or  vigilance,  of  which  he  gave  so  little  evidence 
hitherto. 

3.  Although  not  strictly  within  the  scope  of  my  subject,  I feel  so  strongly  the 
importance  for  the  restoration  or  establishment  of  discipline  and  order  in  this 
house,  and  all  that  may  be  similarly  situated,  of  securing  at  once  the  services  of  a 
thoroughly  competent  and  therefore  experienced  master  and  matron,  that  I cannot 
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avoid  remarking  on  the  difficulty  of  finding  such  persons  to  undertake  the  arduous 
duties  for  so  small  a salary  as  40/.,  the  amount  now  proposed  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians  for  the  master.  Possibly  the  formation  of  a training  school  for  these 
officers  may,  at  a future  time,  be  thought  deserving  of  attention,  as  the  time  of  one 
entering  upon  these  duties  must  be  at  first  devoted  to  acquiring  a knowledge  of 
the  details  and  the  forms  of  accounts 

4.  Upwards  of  50  applicants  for  relief  were  necessarily  admitted  into  the  house, 
notwithstanding  the  desire  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  avoid  crowding  it  at  present ; 
and  the  increase  on  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers  has  raised  the  out-door  relief 
list  to  nearly  900.  From  the  statements  of  these  officers,  several  of  whom  are 
highly  intelligent  and  active  persons,  it  is  evident  that  that  number  will  be  trebled 
before  the  end  of  this  month ; and  that  the  able-bodied  men  who  have  hitherto 
abstained  from  pressing  for  relief,  are  now  beginning  to  press  their  claims,  and  are 
undoubtedly  in  numerous  cases  utterly  destitute.  Under  this  alarming  prospect, 
and  considering  the  impracticability  of  finding  in  this  Union  buildings  capable  of 
being  fitted  as  auxiliary  workhouses,  I have  urged  the  immediate  insertion  of 
advertisements  for  tenders  to  erect  an  extensive  range  of  sheds  adjacent  or  attached 
to  the  workhouse ; but  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  me  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of 
the  difficulty  attending  every  project  for  improvement  in  this  Union,  which  affords 
so  few  of  the  ordinary  conveniences  of  civilized  life,  and  to  which  it  seems  almost 
impossible  to  attract  mechanics  or  workmen  of  energy  or  industry  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  most  ordinary  repairs,  or  execution  of  any  contract  within  a 
reasonable  length  of  time ; and  therefore  although  I am  confident  that  nothing 
will  be  omitted  which  can  be  attained  by  the  untiring  assiduity  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  whose  days  are  spent  in  the  precincts  of  the  workhouse,  I am  compelled 
to  anticipate  a large  extension  of  out-door  relief,  as  the  only  means  left  them  o 
averting  the  miseries  of  unassisted  destitution. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  10,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  the  Union  will  be  brought  into  better  con- 
dition by  a continuance  of  your  exertions,  in  conjunction  with  those  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  desire  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  they  have  given 
directions,  in  compliance  with  an  application  which  they  have  received  from  the 
Vice-Guardians,  for  the  preparation  of  an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  in  food 
in  the  Union  to  the  able-bodied,  as  well  as  the  other  classes  for  which  it  has  been 
already  authorized  under  section  2 of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  8,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  received  yesterday,  relative  to  the  operation 
of  section  10  of  Relief  Extension  Act,  we  beg  to  inform  you  that,  out  of  ap- 
plications for  relief  already  recorded  by  the  relieving  officers  (numbering 
nearly  1000),  there  has  scarcely  been  an  instance  of  an  applicant,  as  far  as  these 
officers  could  learn,  who  was  directly  or  indirectly  in  the  possession  of  an 
extent  of  land  disentitling  them  to  relief  under  section  10.  The  great  mass  of 
the  applicants  are  widows  and  orphans,  who,  on  the  removal  of  their  protectors, 
principally  by  death,  during  the  past  year,  relinquished  their  holdings. 

A great  change  has  taken  place  amongst  the  people  with  regard  to  the  desire 
of  having  land.  They  have  now  no  hesitation  in  giving  up  their  little  farms, 
and  we  are  informed  that  any  quantities  of  land  could  be  obtained  with  good 
will  for  the  asking. 

We  are  not  inclined  to  think  that  up  to  this  period  the  tendency  among  the 
people  to  give  up  their  patches  of  land  results  from  the  requirements  of  the 
Poor  Law  forming  an  inducement.  Effects  of  this  kind  have  yet  to  be  felt. 

From  the  feeling  there  exists  of  carelessness  for  retaining  land  amongst  the 
class  that  will  likely  become  applicants  for  out-door  relief,  we  do  not  anticipate 
much  difficulty  as  likely  to  arise  from  the  section  in  question.  When  they  are 
inclined  to  relinquish  their  land,  impelled  by  no  strong  motive,  they  cannot  be 
expected  to  linger  much  on  the  decision,  when  they  understand  it  to  be  abarrier 
to  the  need  of  the  relieving  officers — their  only  hope  of  life. 

2 B 
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Should  any  practical  evil  arise  from  the  working  of  section  10  (which,  of 
course,  we  shall  preserve  inviolate),  it  will  he  our  duty  to  seek  your  advice  on 
the  point. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  10,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  furnish  herewith  our  serial  report  in  reference  to 
the  transactions  of  the  past  week. 

Rates. 

2.  The  collectors’  lodgments  amount  to  only  3 \l.  12s.,  leaving  1284Z.  13s.  3d. 
still  outstanding  of  the  rate  made  24th  December,  1846.  Larger  returns  can 
scarcely  be  expected  until  the  proceeds  of  the  new  rate  become  available.  The 
collection  of  the  old  rate  is  now  confined  to  four  electoral  divisions,  the  arrears  of 
the  remaining  nine  have  been,  or  are,  in  course  of  being  introduced  into  the  new 
books,  and  their  recovery  of  course  suspended.  In  these  four  divisions  the  sums 
due  by  solvent  parties  have  already  been  extracted ; however,  the  results  of  the 
collector’s  efforts  should  not  be  less  meagre,  even  with  this  contracted  field,  than 
heretofore,  as  his  receipts  must  be  dependent  on  the  number  of  holdings  he  can 
visit,  and  distraints  he  can  make,  and  four  divisions  afford  sufficient  comprehensive 
space  in  this  service  for  one  collector.  It  is  only  with  the  constant  presence  of  the 
police  that  his  measures  can  be  accomplished. 

3.  The  large  proportion  of  the  rate  due  by  immediate  lessors  remains  undimi- 
nished.  The  solicitor  (Mr.  O’Brien)  entrusted  with  the  conduct  of  the  proceedings 
for  the  recovery  of  the  amounts,  has  not  attended  to  our  repeated  communications 
(we  presume  from  absence)  requiring  him  to  afford  us  an  interview,  nor  has  he,  that 
we  are  aware  of,  yet  complied  with  our  directions  in  taking  the  necessary  prelimi- 
nary steps  of  obtaining  your  consent  to  the  proceedings  against  certain  parties  in 
the  superior  courts.  Should  a suitable  explanation  not  be  furnished  to  us  with 
regard  to  his  apparently  negligent  conduct,  it  shall  be  our  duty  to  take  into  serious 
consideration  the  substitution  of  another  person  as  solicitor  to  the  Board. 

4.  We  have  this  day,  at  an  adjourned  meeting,  signed  the  warrant  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  rate  made  the  3rd  instant  on  the  Newtowngore  and  Carrigallen  electoral 
divisions,  amounting  to  ,1500^.,  (the  total  amount  of  rate  made  on  mat  day  being 
3548Z.,)  and  Mr.  Spotten,  the  collector,  at  once  proceeds  to  the  prompt  execution 
of  his  duties,  all  the  necessary  preparations  having  been  made.  Mr.  O’Brien  having 
failed  to  perfect  his  bond,  we  have  been  unable  to  place  the  three  divisions  for 
which  he  was  appoiuted  collector,  and  of  which  the  rate  was  signed,  in  a similarly 
advanced  position,  much  to  our  regret,  This  defect  will,  we  trust,  be  remedied 
before  Thursday  next.  On  that  day  it  is  our  intention  that  Mr.  O’Brien  should 
lodge  with  treasurer  the  amount  of  money  in  his  hands,  and  receive  a cheque  for 
his  fees,  which,  we  apprehend  (pending  the  fortnightly  examination  of  his  accounts), 
balance  each  other.  The  light  in  which  he  may  then  appear  with  regard  to  his 
accounts,  and  the  perfecting  of  security,  will  finally  determine  his  eligibility  or 
otherwise  to  be  a future  collector. 

5.  Thursday  next  we  look  to  with  anxiety,  as  involving  our  prospects  of  securing 
collectors  for  the  vacant  electoral  divisions.  The  extreme  poverty  of  the  district, 
in  which  we  regret  to  say  it  is  retrograding  still  further  each  day, — every  descrip- 
tion of  chattel  property  fast  disappearing,  its  lawless  state,  the  unusually  high  rates, 
and  the  previous  irregular  habits  formed  in  meeting  this  species  of  demand,  seem 
to  deter  proper  persons  from  seeking  the  office,  unallured  by  the  extravagant  rates 
of  fees  (2s.  in  the  pound)  we  offer.  If  we  fail  in  this  second  effort,  our  expedients 
are  well  nigh  exhausted. 

6.  The  valuator,  of  whose  dilatory  mode  of  procedure  we  have  much  reason  to 
complain,  will,  we  trust,  have  four  more  rate-books  ready  for  signature  at  the  time 
we  stated  in  former  report,  next  Monday  ; the  remaining  four  shall,  we  fear,  be  the 
produce  of  many  more  days  of  bis  work,  and  from  local  peculiarities,  he  alone  can 
be  entrusted  with  their  execution. 

Workhouse. 

7.  The  schoolmistress  and  porter  being  the  only  officers  at  our  disposal,  from  the 
resignation  and  partial  absence  of  master,  and  illness  by  fever  of  schoolmastex-,  the 
management  of  the  house  for  past  days  was  accomplished  with  increased  difficulties ; 
indeed,  it  has  been  by  our  assuming  the  duties  of  all  the  officials  in  every  depart- 
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ment  alone,  that  the  operations  of  the  house  have  been  conducted.  Even  under 
these  circumstances,  we  have  reason  to  hope  its  state  is  better  than  when  we  last 
reported.  We  look  forward  to  the  appointment  of  the  temporary  assistant-master 
and  matron  on  Thursday  next,  and  a master  and  matron  on  the  20th  instant,  with 
no  little  satisfaction.  The  continued  illness  of  the  clerk  has  thrown  much  office 
work  on  us,  so  that  by  a combination  of  events  our  time  has  been  unceasingly 
occupied  for  10  or  more  hours  each  day,  to  the  exclusion,  we  regret,  of  many  im- 
portant matters  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  though  we  have  succeeded  in  arranging 
some  business  of  this  kind. 

8.  We  have  been  pleased  to  observe  a tendency  to  make  contracts  for  supplies 
to  the  workhouse,  and  at  last  meeting  we  had  proposals  for  all  articles,  almost,  we 
had  advertised  for.  Independent  of  the  convenience  this  will  create,  it  indicates  a 
renewed  feeling  of  confidence  towards  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law  in  this 
Union. 

Additional  Accommodation. 

9.  The  house  we  have  taken  in  Mohill  is  almost  ready  for  the  reception  of  the 
fever  and  other  infectious  cases  of  the  workhouse.  As  our  only  resource  to  provide 
increased  room  is  to  devote  part  of  our  limited  finances  to  the  erecting  of  sheds  or 
other  suitable  buildings,  we  shall  cax-efully  consider,  with  the  least  delay,  the  best 
and  most  economical  mode  of  effecting  our  object,  though  we  are  rather  doubtful 
whether  we  are  altogether  justified  in  such  a course,  taking  into  consideration  the 
intention  of  the  British  Association  in  advancing  the  money,  and  the  claims  there 
may* be  upon  it  for  other  purposes,  and  should  be  glad  to  receive  your  guidance  on 
the  subject. 

10.  We  are  taking  the  necessary  proceedings  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  coincident  with  our  own,  regarding  the  temporary  hospitals  at 
Balliuamore  and  Carrigallen,  in  pursuance  of  their  requisition,  and  hope  soon  to 
lie  in  a position  to  afford  hospital  relief  at  the  latter  place,  but  delay  must  take  place 
in  effecting  our  purpose  at  the  former. 

Out-door  Belief. 

11.  The  pressure  for  relief  is  increasing  beyond  our  immediate  expectation.  We 
have,  therefore,  been  obliged  to  apply  for  an  order  to  empower  us  to  relieve  all 
classes  under  section  2nd.  No  employment  exists  in  the  Union,  and  we  cannot 
deny  relief  to  those  who  have  no  other  means  of  subsistence.  We  fear,  with  all 
the  reductions  of  last  year,  still  a numerous  section,  all  the  space  in  the  workhouse 
we  could  make  available  for  them  would  not  be  sufficient ; removing,  therefore, 
our  dependence  in  this  expedient.  We  estimate  our  expenses  for  out- relief  will 
exceed  30 1.  in  the  week  now  commenced.  The  relieving  officers  are  generally,  we 
think,  performing  their  duties  efficiently.  Relieving  houses  have  been  assigned  to 
all  the  officers,  and  some  of  them  have  received  our  personal  inspection,  but  we 
despair  of  being  able  to  introduce  cooked  food  for  some  time.  In  the  absence  of 
contracts,  we  are  obliged  to  entrust  money  to  the  relieving  officers  for  the  purchase 
of  provisions,  a practice  we  will  however  alter  as  soon  as  practicable.  We  mean  to 
make  an  early  arrangement  for  transferring  to  extern  relief  all  pauper  inmates  of 
the  workhouse  proper  for  such  purpose.  Upwards  of  1000  are  now  receiving  out- 
relief,  at  an  average  cost  of  about  lid.  per  head. 

12.  A multiplicity  of  disappointments  develop  themselves  at  every  turn,  thwarting 
and  frustrating  our  efforts,  and  delaying  us  in  establishing  affairs  in  a satisfactory 
position — the  object  of  all  our  toil  and  anxiety. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  in  reply : — January  14,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  with  reference  to  the  application  of  the  advances 
made  by  the  British  Association,  the  Commissioners  desire  me  to  state  that 
advances  made  from  the  funds  of  the  British  Association  may  be  applied  by  you 
in  the  way  you  may  deem  the  most  useful  and  effectual  in  relieving  the  neces- 
sities of  the  destitute  poor. 


2 B 2 


Mohill  Union. 
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Moliill  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Sir  W.  Somerville,  Bart. : — January  11,  1848. 

With  reference  to  a constabulary  report  received  from  your  department 
on  the  22nd  ultimo,  relative 'to  the  death  of  a man,  name  unknown,  who  is  stated 
to  have  died  from  want  of  food  and  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  at  Drumhanny, 
in  Mohill  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  instructed 
the  Temporary  Inspector  of  the  Union,  Major  Haliday,  to  make  inquiry  on  the 
subject ; and  I am  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  copies  of  two  reports,  dated  31st  ultimo,  and  4th  instant 
respectively,  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  Major  Haliday  thereon, 
together  with  a copy  of  the  depositions  taken  at  inquest  on  the  body  of  the  poor 
person  in  question. 

Enclosures. 


Constabulary  Report  referred  to  in  the  foregoing. 

County  of  Leitrim. 

Moliill , December  18,  1847. 

I beg  to  forward  the  following  copy  of  a verdict  of  a coroner’s  jury  on  view  of  the  body 

W.  Wray,  3rd  S.  I. 

The  Inspector-General. 


of  a man  unknown. 


(Copy.) 

“ We  find  that  a man  unknown  came  by  his  death  suddenly,  on  Monday  the  13th  instaut, 
m the  townland  of  Drumhanny,  parish  and  barony  of  Mohill,  and  county  of  Leitrim,  from 
want  of  food,  and  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  not  from  any  violent  cause 
whatsover.” 


December  17th,  1847. 
(Signed)  A.  Percy,  Coroner. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  31,  1847. 

I have  made  inquiries  into  the  facts  connected  with  the  death  of  a man  (name  unknown) 
on  whose  body  the  jury  at  the  inquest  returned  a verdict  “ That  the  deceased  died  from  want  of 
food,  and  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  not  from  any  violent  cause  whatever.” 

I wrote  to  the  coroner  for  a copy  of  the  minutes  taken  at  the  inquest,  which  I have  only, 
this  morning  received ; and  I,  meantime,  examined  such  persons  here  as  were  capable  of 
giving  me  information,  and  have  also  visited  the  place  where  the  body  was  found,  and  inquired 
of  several  persons  residing  near  it,  and  have  to  report  the  result  as  follows  : — 

It  appears  that,  on  Monday  the  13th  instant,  between  one  and  two  o’clock  in  the  day,  the 
deceased,  who  is  said  to  have  appeared  very  wretched  and  feeble,  was  going  on  foot  towards 
this  town,  and  had  gone  into  oue  or  two  of  the  cabins  on  the  road-side  to  beg  for  food  or 
lodging,  but  without  obtaining  anything  but  a raw  turnip,  which,  with  a few  grains  of  wheat, 
was  found  in  his  hat;  and  that  after  leaving  one  of  these,  of  a very  miserable  description, 
where  he  had  rested  for  some  time,  he  proceeded  nearly  half  a mile  further,  and.  had  then 
fallen  on  his  face  on  the  road-side  close  to  a cottage,  the  woman  residing  in  which,  on  looking 
out  of  her  door  about  half  an  hour  alter  the  time  he  had  left  the  first-mentioned  cabin,  saw 
him  lying  on  the  road,  but  states  that  she  had  not  seen  him  fall — that  she  called  for  assistance, 
and  two  women  and  a man  working  near  at  hand  lifted  him  up  and  found  him  then  quite 
dead,  with  no  appearance  of  injury  except  a slight  mark  on  the  face  from  the  fall. 

There  was  no  medical  man  present,  or  examined  at  the  inquest,  which  was  held  on  the 
17th  instant;  and  the  jury  came  to  their  verdict  on  the  facts  here  stated,  and  on  the  appear- 
ance of  the  body,  which  (as  stated  by  the  coroner)  was  very  much  emaciated  and  wretched. 

No  trace  has  been  since  obtained  as  to  the  name  or  residence  of  the  deceased,  although  it 
appears  that  a woman  with  two  children  (also  unknown)  had  on  the  same  day  made  inquiry  of 
some  people  on  the  same  road  if  they  had  seen  a man,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  the 
deceased,  but  they  went  away  in  a different  direction,  and  have  not  been  seen  since  then. 

There  is  no  record  of  any  person  like  the  deceased  having  applied  for  admission  to  the 
workhouse  of  Mohill.  The  relieving  officer  of  the  electoral  division  states  that  none  such  had 
about  that  time  applied  to  him ; and  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  Vice-Guardians  arrived 
here  to  enter  on  their  duties  only  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  instant;  but  it 
will  be  seen,  on  reference  to  my  weekly  reports,  that  during  the  five  weeks  preceding  the  date 
of  this  occurrence  many  applicants  for  relief  had  been  sent  away  without  inquiry,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  then  state  of  the  workhouse,  and  the  inability  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to 
obtain  funds. 

Under  the  circumstances  of  there  having  been  no  medical  examination  of  the  body,  I cannot 
express  a distinct  opinion  that  want  and  exposure,  and  not  some  internal  disease,  was  the 
cause  of  the  man’s  death,  but  it  is  too  probable  that  the. opinion  of  the  jury  was  substantially 
correct,  and  that  want,  if  not  the  immediate  cause  of,  at  all  events,  accelerated  that  result. 
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Reply  to  the  above : — January  3,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
in  Ireland  to  ackwowledge  the  receipt  of  your  report  of  the  31st  ultimo,  relating  to  the  death 
of  a man  (name  unknown)  stated  to  have  died  from  want  of  food,  & c. ; and  I am  to  request 
that  the  copy  of  the  depositions  taken  at  the  inquest  may  be  transmitted  to  the  Commissioners, 
and  that  you  will  return  to  them  the  report  of  the  inquest  enclosed  to  you  with  the  Commis- 
sioners’ letter  of  the  24th  ultimo. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  4,  1S48. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  No.  131, 
January,  1848),  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of 
the  Poor  in  Ireland,  and  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  it,  transmit  herewith 
the  copy  (in  his  own  hand-writing)  of  the  informations  and  depositions  taken  by  the  coroner, 
A.  Percy,  Esq.,  at  the  inquest  held  on  the  body  of  a man  (name  unknown)  who  died  at 
Drumhanny  in  this  Union,  on  the  13th  December,  1847,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
inquest  forwarded  to  me  in  the  letter  from  the  Commissioners. 


Enclosure  referred  to  in  the  foregoing. 

County  of  Leitrim,l  Informations  taken  and  acknowledged  before  me  at  Drumhanny,  in  the 
to  wit.  (parish  and  barony  of  Mohill,  on  the  17th  day  of  December,  1847,  on  view 
of  the  body  of  a man  (name  unknown)  then  lying  dead  at  same  place. 

Informant  Mary  Colreary,  of  Finiscal,  being  duly  sworn,  saith:  On  Monday  last,  the  13th 
instant,  the  man  who  now  lies  dead  on  the  read  side  near  this,  came  into  our  house  and  asked 
charity  and  a lodging  of  me.  I could  not  give  lodging  to  him  ; deceased  remained  about  half 
an  hour  in  the  house ; I never  saw  the  deceased  before  to  know  him  from  another ; I do  not 
know  any  more  about  the  matter, 
her 

Mary  + Colreary,  ’ Sworn  before  me, 

* mark.  Alex.  Percy,  Coroner. 


Peter  Reynolds  saith:  On  Monday  last,  about  half-past  one  o’clock,  I saw  the  deceased 
walking  slowly  from  Colreary’s  house,  about  15  perches  from  where  he  now  lies;  he  appeared 
very  weak ; about  a quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards  Mary  Reynolds  and  Anne  Moylan  called 
me  from  where  I was  working  in  the  bog ; I went  and  saw  the  deceased  lying  dead  on  the  road 
side,  he  was  then  quite  dead ; the  deceased  was  lying  with  his  mouth  under ; I turned  him  and 
washed  the  blood  off  his  face, 
his 

Peter  + Reynolds, 

mark. 


Sworn  before  me, 

Alex.  Percy,  Coroner. 


Mary  Reynolds  saith : On  Monday  last,  about  one  or  two  o’clock,  on  looking  out  of  my  own 
poor,  I saw  the  deceased  man  lying  on  the  road  side,  with  his  face  under,  about  a perch  from 
the  door  ; I do  not  know  whether  he  was  then  quite  dead  ; I did  not  see  any  person  near  the 
place  at  the  time  ; I called  Anne  Moylan  up  out  of  the  bog ; I do  not  know  who  the  deceased 
man  is. 
her 

Mary  + Reynolds 

mark. 


Sworn  before  me, 

. Alex.  Percy,  Coroner. 


The  deceased,  when  viewed  by  the  coroner  and  jury,  appeared  very  much  emaciated,  and 
wretchedly  clad ; there  were  some  grains  of  wheat  and  a raw  turnip  in  his  hat.  I asked  the 
jurors  did  they  wish  for  the  testimony  of  a medical  witness  as  to  the  cause  of  death,  and  they 
said  that  they  were  quite  satisfied  that  the  deceased  came  to  his  death  from  the  want,  of  the 
common  necessaries  of  life,  and  exposure  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  that  many 
more  would  go  the  same  way  if  they  did  not  get  employment  or  relief  in  some  shape. 

30//i  December,  1847.  Alex.  Percy,  Coroner. 


The  Vice-Guajrdians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  11,  1848. 

We  were  on  yesterday  served  with  two  writs  at  the  suit  of  contractors  to  the 
former  Board ; one  is  for  the  sum  of  250/.  for  clothing  supplied  to  the  house  by 
Anne  Gibbons  and  Son,  and  is  taken  in  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench ; the  other  is 
by  James  Murphy,  for  supplies  of  soap  and  candles,  and  is  a more  expensive 
process,  being  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  for  the  sum  of  50/. 


Mohill  Union. 
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We  would  feel  obliged  by  your  informing  us  how  we  are  to  aet  under  these 
circumstances. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  12,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  are  in  communication  with  their  solicitors,  Messrs. 
Geale  and  Dwyer  on  the  subject. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners  -.—January  14,  1848. 

The  state  of  the  Mohill  Union  has  undergone  no  change  requirin'’’  to  be 
brought  under  your  notice  since  the  date  of  my  report  of  last  week.  ° 

The  Board  of  Vice-Guardians,  at  the  meeting  of  which  I was  present  yesterday, 
sat  until  seven  o’clock,  p.m.,  engaged  in  the  transaction  of  a variety  of  indis- 
pensable business,  which  calls  for  no  especial  comment. 

Although  it  has  not  been  found  requisite  to  give  out-door  relief  to  any  able-bodied 
male  persons, — and  I would  hope  that  the  precaution  which  the  Vice-Guardians 
will  exercise  as  long  as  is  possible,  of  maintaining  in  the  workhouse  room  to 
receive  all  applicants  for  relief  of  that  class,  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  doinc  so 
at  least  for  a considerable  time  to  come, — it  is  manifest  that  the  expense  of  main- 
taining those  classes  at  present  on  the  out-door  relief  list  will  be  very  heavy.  The 
number  of  those  cases  now  amounts  to  almost  2000  ; and  as  the  relief  extended  to 
many  of  this  class  by  private  charities  ceases  from  the  exhaustion  of  funds,  a very 
considerable  increase  weekly  to  the  lists  of  the  relieving  officers  must  be  expected. 

The  difficulty  in  obtaining  competent  persons  who  can  procure  adequate  securities 
for  the  collection  of  the  new  rate,  still  continues.  As  yet  there  are  several 
electoral  divisions  for  which  no  persons  have  tendered  to  collect;  and  it  appears 
probable  that  the  Vice- Guardians  will  have  to  accept  the  services  of  such  as  they 
can  procure,  rather  than  such  as  they  would  desire,  or  else  submit  to  a delay  in 
putting  the  rate  (when  signed)  in  process  of  collection,  which  for  many  reasons  it 
is  most  desirable  to  avoid. 

. The  repairs  of  the  workhouse  advance  but  slowly,  from  the  want  of  energy  and 
industry  on  the  part  of  the  contractor.  When  these  shall  be  completed,  and  the 
establishment  provided  with  competent  officers  to  replace  the  present  inefficient  set 
of  functionaries,  there  is  reason  to  hope  for  a material  improvement  in  cleanliness 
and  order,  stimulated  and  enforced  by  the  exertions  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  who 
are  at  present  obliged  to  superintend  and  carry  out  the  details  of  the  house,  and 
also  to  keep  the  clerk’s  books,  in  consequence  of  the  continued  indisposition  of 
that  officer. 

The  revision  of  the  valuation  of  the  Union  is  not  yet  completed,  and  I can  see 
no  effectual  means  to  expedite  it.  The  valuator  appears  to  be  a slow  but  plodding 
man,  who  completely  miscalculated  the*task  he  undertook ; and  as  many  of  the 
obstacles  that  have  delayed  the  collection  of  former  rates  in  this  Union  arose  from 
the  imperfection  or  inaccuracy  of  the  former  valuation,  it  appears  questionable  if 
it  would  be  expedient  (it  possible  even)  to  enforce  in  him  a more  rapid,  and  there- 
fore probably  incorrect  revision. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  14,  1848. 

Referring  to  your  communication  of  29th  ultimo,  requiring  a list  of  the 
rate  defaulters  in  this  Union  against  whom  proceedings  are  being  taken  in  the 
superior  Courts  of  Record  in  Dublin,  we  beg  to  transmit  herewith  such  list  and 
thus  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  2nd  section  of  6 and  7 Vic.,  c.  92. 

The  parties  named  in  list,  we  believe,  are  not  resident  in  the  Union. 

1 he  Commissioners  consent  is  sought  to  the  proceedings. 
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Enclosure. 

LlTWh  wl0Nf-  agfbst  whom  proceedings  have  been  instituted  in  the  Court  of  Queen’s 
Bench,  by  the  directions  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  in  the  Month  of  NA»mh.  I.o* 


Robert  Collins,  M.D.,  Dublin 


County 


Henry  John  Clements. 

Cavan. 

William  Acheson  O’Brien,  Ferma- 
nagh. 

James  Kierman,  Fermanagh 
Robert  William  Story  . 

Robert  Christopher  Barber 
George  B.  West,  Esq.  . 

William  West,  Esq 

Coote  Nesbit  Redfern,  and  John 
Geelan. 


Amount. 

£.  5. 

d. 

12  10 

4 

2 6 

9 

1 5 

0 

2 8 

2 

2 9 

H 

4 3 

7 

4 0 

0 

1 18 

2 

8 10 

6 

Remarks. 


Copies  issued  from  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench 
returnable  at  this  term,  and  in  hands  of  process 
server. 

Copies  issued,  and  in  hands  of  process  server 
returnable  the  15th  instant. 

Like  observation. 

Like  observation  as  to  proceedings. 

Like  proceedings. 


nW  a , Pamf  returned  in  the  list  furnished  me,  many  have  paid,  others  are 
h"'°  tl,elr  properties  u.ider  the  receivers  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  and 
Exchequer,  against  whom  proceedings  will  be  instituted.  y 

January  11,  1848.  R p 0,Beien 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  19,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  signify  their  consent  to  such 
f^Dublm58  b<!mS  k^611’  Un4ei  tllC  al,°Ve  section’ in  thc  Court  ot  Queen’s  Bench 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  transmit  a copy  of  a communication  which  the  Com- 
missioners have  received  bom  Dr.  Collins,  relative  to  the  proceedings  taken  against 
him,  and  am  to  request  that  you  will  call  on  Mr.  O’Brien  to  explain  why,  in  this 
case,  he  did  not  make  demand  for  payment  from  Dr.  Collins  before  serving  him 
with  a writ.  t=>  1 

Enclosure. 

Dr.  Collins  to  the  Commissioners: — January  17,  1848. 

. , 1 ““  t0  s,at=-  fo,r  *£».  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that  a writ  was 

issued  against  me  on  the  15th  instant,  from  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  by  a Mr.  O’Brien 

12Z IrTowhiYI;  beha  f 0ft,1,e  Pr  ^ Guariia"5  °f  ,h«  “°n,  for  the  sum  of 

1—i.  ilw.,  to  which  31.  10s.  costs  have  been  added. 

I take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  the  Commissioners  to  know  by  what  authority  this  most 

SrTatTht  dZr/uT  tak“'  "'i,h0at  ^ «£■  “ “7  previous ’notice 

paid  b>  retar0f post°eW  0,16  “ *°  “ ’™*ld  been  sufflcient  ha™  »ie  mouey 


, The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  18,  1848. 

vonn, A t W?  taTe  °?nsidered  expedient  to  postpone  this  our  fifth  weekly 
some  matters  pending  might  be  referred  to  more 
definitely  than  otherwise  we  would  have  been  enabled  to  do. 

Bates  and  Bate  Collectors. 

2.  On.  the  1 5th  instant,  we  made  a rate  on  four  additional  electoral  divisions 
amounting  to  3,098/.  15 s.  He/.,  which  completes  nine  electoral  divisions  on 
which  a rate  has  been  signed  and  declared  by  us,  amounting  to  the  a°'o-veffate 
sunJ  of  6,6581  19 s.  9d.  We  hope  the  progress  of  the  valuation  revision  will 
enable  us,  within  the  ensuing  fortnight,  to  place  the  Mohill  electoral  division 
(being  that  m which  the  town  of  Mohill  and  the  workhouse  are  situate)  in  a 
similar  position.  We  are  anxious  with  regard  to  this,  as  it  of  all  the  divisions 
should  make  the  most  satisfactory  return  to  the  appeal  of  the  rate  collector. 
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3.  Mr.  O’Brien’s  success  in  the  collection  of  the  old  rate  of  the  four  electoral 
divisions  for  which  he  is  still  employed,  was  very  meagre,  only  9/.  having 
been  collected  and  lodged  in  the  official  week,  ending  last  Thursday.  We  un- 
derstand he  has  lodged  63/.  this  day,  which  is  perhaps  as  much  as  under  the 
circumstances,  we  could  expect.  We  are  not  aware  how  much  of  this  sum  has 
been  provided  by  immediate  lessors,  but  we  think  it  probable  they  have  not 
contributed  materially.  From  the  return  of  proceedings  against  that  class  for 
the  recovery  of  rates  due  by  them,  furnished  to  us  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  the  Union 
solicitor,  and  a copy  of  which  has  been  already  forwarded  to  you,  we  have 
reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  that  gentleman’s  management  of  our  business. 
We  have  informed  him  so,  and  await  a further  explanation  from  him,  prior  to 
a final  severance  of  our  connexion.  Indeed,  his  inattention  alone,  independently 
of  his  being  affected  by  conflicting  interests,  we  think  renders  that  step 
necessary. 

4.  We  have  succeeded  in  placing  only  1500/.  (the  amount  on  two  electoral 
divisions)  of  the  new  rate  yet  in  collection ; of  this  we  have  reason  to  expect  a 
payment  of  at  least  100/.  before  the  expiration  of  another  week.  We  had  anti- 
cipated having  the  rate  of  two  more  electoral  divisions  in  collection  ere  this, 
but  the  repeated  failures  of  the  collector  appointed  (Mr.  O’Brien),  to  satisfy  us 
in  regard  to  his  security,  created  delays.  He  has  now  offered  what  we  con- 
sider adequate  sureties ; and  it  only  remains  for  him  to  have  his  bond  perfected 
(for  which  we  have  fixed  to-morrow),  to  permit  those  divisions  being  placed 
in  collection.  Should  he  fail  to  carry  out  this  arrangement  in  reference  to  his 
bond,  we  at  once  relinquish  all  idea  of  his  being  a collector  of  the  new  rate. 

5.  Thursday  last,  the  day  we  had  advertised  on  which  to  receive  proposals 
for  rate  collectors  for  the  eight  vacant  electoral  divisions,  failed  in  producing 
offers  from  a class  of  men  we  could  have  desired  for  the  service.  No  par- 
ties from  a distance,  despite  all  the  newspaper  advertising,  presented  them- 
selves. We  have,  however,  obtained  collectors  for  all  the  electoral  divisions 
but  one  ; and  after  making  every  inquiry  in  our  power,  with  regard  to  their 
proposed  sureties,  we  are  disposed  to  be  satisfied  therewith,  excepting  those  of 
the  person  who  offered  as  collector  for  the  Cloon  division.  The  collectors 
themselves  are,  perhaps,  of  as  good  a description  as  we  could  expect  the  locality 
to  afford.  Those  whose  security  we  approve  of,  shall  be  obliged  to  perfect  their 
bonds  at  once.  We  will  also  make  every  exertion  to  secure  the  services  of 
proper  persons  for  the  two  divisions  alluded  to,  which  we  trust  soon  to  accom- 
plish, the  only  preliminaries  necessary  to  place  in  collection  the  rates  of  the 
nine  electoral  divisions  already  declared. 

6.  The  collecting  books  are  almost  prepared  for  all  the  divisions  of  which 
the  rate  has  been  signed.  The  directions  contained  in  your  letter  of  15th 
instant  have,  therefore,  been  complied  with  in  anticipation. 

Workhouse. 

7.  We  regret  that  on  last  Thursday,  the  day  appointed  for  the  election  of 
an  assistant  master  or  matron,  no  applicants  appeared  for  the  former  office. 
We  are  disposed  to  attribute  this  disinclination  to  take  advantage  of  such  a 
situation,  so  eagerly  sought  after  by  competent  persons  in  many  parts  of  Ire- 
land, to  the  circumstance  of  the  Mohill  Union  being  proclaimed,  under  the 
recent  Act  for  the  prevention  of  outrage,  which  possibly  may  excite  fears  in 
parties  living  at  a distance  (from  which  alone  suitable  candidates  could  be 
expected),  and  deter  them  from  becoming  residents  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  same  cause  may  also  have  operated  in  preventing  persons  offering  them- 
selves as  rate  collectors,  referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph.  We  engaged 
an  assistant  matron  or  wardswoman,  from  whose  employment  we  expect  good 
results. 

8.  We  trust  a similar  indisposition  to  become  workhouse  officers  may  not 
affect  our  forthcoming  election  of  a master  and  a matron.  Any  failure  in  this 
respect  would  be  most  discouraging  to  us,  our  plans  of  amelioration  and  im- 
provement in  the  system  of  in-door  relief,  being  so  much  dependent  on  proper 
persons  for  these  offices  being  obtained. 

9.  We  continue  to  bestow  much  attention  on  the  minutiae  of  workhouse 
management ; thus  remedying,  as  far  as  in  our  power,  the  almost  total  absence  • 
of  officers,  which  is  at  present  experienced  by  the  establishment. 
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10.  The  repairs  of  the  house  are  approaching  completion,  with  as  much 
rapidity  as  the  procrastinating  habits  of  the  workmen  would  lead  us  to  expect, 
but  much  slower  than  we  could  wish.  Indeed  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  me- 
chanics in  this  neighbourhood,  who  will  perform  any  service  with  celerity  or 
satisfaction. 

Additional  Accommodation. 

11.  The  house  we  have  recently  rented  for  the  accommodation  of  the  in- 
fectious cases  of  the  workhouse  will  be  in  occupation  before  the  end  of  the  week, 
the  repairs  having  been  completed  and  other  preliminaries  arranged.  We  are 
about  to  advertise  for  the  erection  of  temporary  buildings,  to  be  constructed  in 
the  manner  suggested  in  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  so  that  we  may  com- 
mand space  for  200  additional  inmates. 

Out-door  Relief. 

12.  Up  to  last  Saturday,  the  recipients  of  out-door  relief  numbered  almost 

2000.  Before  the  close  of  this  week,  that  number  will  probably  be  extended 
beyond  3000,  and  without  including  any  able-bodied  men,  to  whom  we  have 
been,  and  hope  for  some  time  longer  to  be  able  to  afford  workhouse  relief — a 
satisfactory  circumstance.  Our  expenses  for  out-door  relief  we  may  estimate, 
without  making  up  the  relieving  officers’  books,  have  amounted  during  the  past 
week  to  60/.,  and  will  probably  exceed  70/.  in  the  week  we  have  now  entered 
upon.  s 

13.  We  are  anxious  to  organize  some  system  of  co-operation,  on  the  part  of  a 
few  respectable  members  of  the  late  Relief  Committees  in  the  several  districts, 
by  which  a useful  surveillance  might  be  placed  on  the  relieving  officers,  and 
also  assistance  afforded  them  in  detecting  imposition,  which  increased  means  of 
local  information  would  ensure.  We  have  accordingly  addressed  a circular’ to 
the  chairman  of  each  Committee  in  furtherance  of  our  object,  a copy  of  which 
we  append. 

Temporary  Fever  Hospitals. 

14.  We  have  concluded  an  agreement  for  a house  at  C-arrigallen,  of  large 
dimensions,  most  suitable,  and  at  a moderate  rent,  1 71.  10s.  per  annum ; nearly 
100/.  having  been  paid  formerly  for  it  and  a small  house  adjoining,  when  used 
as  a military  barracks.  We  are  in  hopes  of  soon  having  an  arrangement  com- 
pleted for  renting  a house  at  Ballinamore.  Concurrent  with  the  procuring  of 
houses,  we  are  taking  other  measures,  in  fulfilment  of  the  requirements  of  the 
Board  of  Health.  Ere  long  we  trust  to  have  the  hospitals  at  these  places  in 
operation,  and  thus  have  performed  our  part  in  providing  against  a recurrence 
of  those  melancholy  scenes,  which  during  the  past  season,  came  within  your 
observation  and  inquiry,  and  called  so  loudly  for  protection  against  the  victims 
of  fever,  expiring  houseless  and  neglected. 

15.  Writs  are  pouring  in  on  us  from  numerous  contractors  to  the  late  Board, 
as  they  (the  contractors),  we  presume,  are  under  the  impression  that  we  have 
some  means  (other  than  the  rates)  to  pay  them.  This  idea  we  have  endeavoured 
to  remove  ; but  yet,  great  inconvenience  and  even  suffering  would  be  the  result, 
if  the  furniture  and  stores  of  the  workhouse  were  seized  under  an  execution. 
We  therefore  await  with  anxiety,  the  result  of  your  communication  with  Messrs. 
Geale  and  Dwyer  on  the  subject. 

16.  The  hours  we  could  abstract  from  our  workhouse  labours  during  the  past 
week,  we  have  devoted  to  visiting  other  and  distant  parts  off  the  Union,  in  ar- 
ranging about  fever  hospitals,  inspecting  relieving  houses,  inquiring  relative  to 
rate  collector’s  sureties ; and,  generally,  in  making  ourselves  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  Union.  Difficulties,  we  must  confess,  beset  us,  and 
require  us  not  to  relax  in  our  exertions. 

Enclosure  Copy  of  Circular  addressed  to  Chairmen  of  late  Relief  Committees, 
referred  to  in  Report. 

Sir,  Board  Room,  Mohill,  January  18,  1848. 

The  administration  of  out-door  relief  under  the  new  Poor  Law,  is  assuming  such  import- 
ance in  this  Union,  I'rom  the  excessive  amount  of  destitution  which  must  now  be  met,  that  we 
are  anxious  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  those  having  local  in&uence  and  information.  A few 

2 C 
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Mohill  Union. 


respectable  members  of  the  late  Relief  Committees  in  each  district,  if  they  would  act,  could 
afford  the  Vice-Guardians  material  assistance,  and  render  an  important  service  to  themselves 
by  preventing  imposition,  and  thus  securing  economy — an  important  point  in  connexion  with 
future  rates. 

The  assistance  we  seek  is  of  this  kind,  that  two  or  three  members  should  form  themselves 
into  a sort  of  auxiliary  body,  and  as  often]  as  might  be  convenient,  inspect  the  relieving  officer’s 
books,  and  keep  an  eye  on  their  conduct  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  ; and  by  these  means 
ascertain,  that  while  no  person  coming  within  classes  which  they  are  empowered  to  relieve,  may 
arrive  at  the  last  stage  of  destitution,  the  feigned  ly  destitute,  or  those  not  proper  for  relief,  may 
be  prevented  becoming  a burden  on  the  rates. 

We  address  you  as  Chairman  of  the  late  Committee,  and  should  you  coincide  in  our  views, 
we  will  be  happy  to  place  ourselves  in  further  communication  with  you,  so  that  the  system  of 
co-operation  we  propose  might  be  at  once  organised. 

Waiting  an  early  reply, 


We  have,  &c., 

James  M.  O’Reilly,!  ,r.  „ 

R.  A.  Duncan,  / Vice- Guardians. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  2,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  circular  addressed  by  you  to  the  Chairman  of  the  late 
Relief  Committees  in  Mohill  Union,  proposing  the  formation  of  a Committee  or 
auxiliary  body  to  inspect  the  administration  of  out-door  relief  by  the  relieving 
officers,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  be  obliged  by  your  not  issuing 
circulars  on  subjects  connected  with  the  Poor  Laws  until  such  circulars  have  been 
previously  submitted  to  the  Commissioners. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  right  to  point  out  that  much  inconvenience  may 
arise  from  the  appointment  of  these  Committees,  unless  it  is  distinctly  understood 
by  all  parties  that  the  Committees  have  no  authority  whatever  over  the  relieving 
officers,  and  that  the  functions  of  the  Committees  will  chiefly  be  restricted  to  the 
supplying  the  relieving  officers  and  the  Vice-Guardians  with  accurate  information 
on  the  circumstances  of  applicants  for  relief. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners: — January  21,  1848. 

I was  present  during  the  whole  of  the  last  two  days  (the  19th  and  20th 
instant)  at  the  Board-room  of  the  Mohill  workhouse,  while  the  Vice-Guardians 
were  engaged  in  examining  the  books  of  their  relieving  officers,  and  deciding  upon 
the  numerous  cases  of  applicants  there  reported.  It  was  found  impossible  to  get 
through  the  books  of  more  than  three  of  these  by  seven  o’clock  on  Wednesday 
evening,  and  the  rest  were  resumed  and  completed  before  proceeding  to  the  regular' 
business  of  the  Board  yesterday.  Having  made  inquiries  in  other  quarters,  as  well 
as  paid  close  attention  to  the  replies  of  these  officers  to  the  examination  by  the 
Vice-Guardians,  I am  enabled  to  report  very  favourably  of  the  zeal  and  qualifica- 
tions of  three  of  them — Messrs.  Nicholson,  Costello,  and  Duke.  The  others  are 
less  active  and  capable ; but  they  shall  be  carefully  observed  and  stimulated  in 
the  performance  of  their  duties. 

I am,  however,  convinced  by  the  information  I obtain  elsewhere,  as  well  as  by 
the  admissions  of  these  officers  themselves,  that  the  extent  of  their  districts,  and 
the  severity  of  the.  distress,  at  present  prevents  any  of  them  from  making  the 
requisite  inquiries  into  the  circumstances  of  all  the  applicants. 

Two  of  the  most  active  and  intelligent  of  these  officers  stated  distinctly,  that 
they  had  (each)  upwards  of  200  applications  from  persons  whom  they  had  not  been 
able  to  visit  nor  inquire  into  their  cases,  and  that  they  could  hardly  expect  to  be 
able  to  do  so  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  week,  even  setting  aside  all  fresh  appli- 
cations ; and  as  they  are  now  fully  occupied  two  days  in  each  week,  one  in  dis- 
pensing the  out-door  relief  allowances,  and  one  in  coming  in  to  the  Board  and 
submitting  their  books,  besides  much  work  in  filling  these  up  at  night,  it  is 
certainly  out  of  their  power  adequately  to  perform  their  laborious  duties. 

I have  recommended  to  the  Vice- Guardians  to  employ,  for  the  present,  assistants 
to  distribute  the  allowances  of  meal  in  the  presence  of  these  officers,  until  the 
subject  can  be  laid  before  you,  and  to  endeavour  to  contract  with  some  of  the 
ba,kers  in  the  towns  to  supply  coarse  bread ; and  by  furnishing  the  relieving  officers 
with  tickets  to  give  to  the  persons  on  their  list,  entitling  them  to  obtain  at  the 
bakers  the  assigned  rations  to  expedite  the  dispensing  of  relief  in  food. 
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For  the  furtherance  of  this  object,  the  completion  of  the  proposed  oven  at  the 
workhouse  would  be  highly  beneficial. 

The  number  of  names  now  on  the  out-door  relief  list  exceeds  3000,  and  must 
be  expected  largely  to  increase  for  several  weeks;  but  the  relieving  officers  have 
been  able  hitherto  to  avoid  taking  ou  it  any  able-bodied  males,  by  offering  to 
applicants  of  this  class  admission  to  the  workhouse,  which  is  almost  invariably 
declined. 

They  all  concur  in  stating,  that  if  any  of  these  shall  be  relieved  out  of  doors 
they  will  universally  throw  themselves  on  the  list,  and  abandon  such  employment 
as  they  at  present  can  at  times  obtain  from  the  fanners  or  otherwise. 
r “y  inspection  of  the  workhouse  this  week  I found  little  change  to  remark. 
The  Vice-Guardians  seem  compelled  to  abandon  the  hope  of  attaining  any  sub- 
stantial improvement  until  they  shall  have  installed  a new  set  of  officers.  The 
clerk  and  schoolmaster  are  still  (from  sickness)  absent  from  their  duties ; and 
I have  previously  stated  my  opinion  of  the  incompetency  and  want  of  energy  of 
the  present  master.  I would  hope  that  the  foundation  has  at  length  been  laid  for 
a reiormation  of  the  present  defects.  Yesterday,  a tender  (the  first  and  only  one 
in  reply  to  the  many  advertisements  and  applications  made)  was  given  in  for  the 
clearing  out  of  the  cesspools  and  privies,  without  which  preliminary  step  no 
exertions  could  have  amended  the  state  of  the  yards  and  premises,  in  which,  as 
well  as  even  in  the  house,  the  senses  are  revolted  by  the  habitual  violation  of  all 
decency.  This  tender  was  immediately  accepted,  and  orders  given  to  proceed  with 
the  work.  * 

The  Vice-Guardians  also,  yesterday,  elected  out  of  five  or  six  candidates  for 
the  situation  of  master  a Mr.  Moran,  at  present  filling  the  office  of  porter  in  the 
Roscommon  workhouse.  Of  this  appointment  I fully  a prove,  as  the  very  high 
testimonials  he  produced,  and  the  great  intelligence  and  knowledge  of  the  duties 
evinced  by  Mr.  Moran  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  afford 
ground  to  expect  that  he  will  prove  a valuable  officer ; and  it  is  only  to  be 
regretted  that  he  cannot  at  once  enter  upon  the  duties,  as  the  Vice-Guardians 
cannot  dispense  with  his  services  at  Roscommon  for  a fortnight.  Mr.  .Ten-kins 
has,  consequently,  been  continued  in  office  for  that  term. 

No  very  eligible  candidate  for  the  office  of  matron  having  appeared,  the  Vice- 
Guardians  decided  not  to  fill  up  the  situation,  but  to  engage  on  trial  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  Moran,  whose  age  (22  years)  appears  the  principal  objection. 

With  respect  to  the  completion  of  the  rate-books  and  the  collection  of  the  new 
rate,  I have  to  state  that,  as  yet,  but  nine  of  these  books  are  ready  ; that  I cannot 
suggest  any  means  of  compelling  the  valuator  to  greater  expedition,  as  he  appears 
to  be  at  present  daily  at  work  ; and  the  incompleteness  and  inaccuracy  of  the 
former  valuation  renders  it  highly  inadvisable  to  sign  a rate  in  any  division,  the 
revision  of  which  is  not  finished,  as  any  time  apparently  gained  would  be  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  subsequent  difficulties  and  delays  in  the  collection. 

Within  the  last  week,  several  persons,  apparently  eligible,  have  been  named  as 
likely  to  come  forward,  or  have  actually  proposed,  to  collect  the  new  rate ; but 
the  insufficiency  of  the  securities  offered,  or  the  delay  consequent  in  making  the 
necessary  inquiries  .as  to  their  solvency,  has  prevented  their  appointment. 

Much  time  has  been  consumed  by  Mr.  O’Brien  naming  various  persons,  who 
proved  to  be  insufficient  securities;  but  as  he  has  produced  one  that  is  satisfactory, 
and  has  promised  to  bring  forward  this  day  another,  the  Vice-Guardians  are 
desirous  of  retaining  his  services ; and  I conceive  that  his  experience  and  his 
knowledge  of  the  divisions  he  is  to  undertake,  will  render  him  a very  efficient 
collector  under  the  form  of  Bond  No.  6 (2).  A son  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  is  appointed 
collector  for  the  division  of  Eslin,  which,  I have  no  doubt,  he  will  execute  satis- 
factorily. 

Mr.  OBrien,  the  attorney  to  the  Board,  was  examined  as  to  his  proceedings 
against  immediate  lessors ; and  explained  with  regard  to  the  case  of  Dr.  Collins, 
who  complained  that  he  had  not  been  applied  to  for  his  rates  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  an  action  for  recovery. 

With  respect  to  this  case,  as  well  as  very  many  others,  of  which  I caused  the 
collector  to  furnish  a list  in  November,  I may  remark,  that  I received  the 
collector’s  assurance,  in  reply  to  my  inquiry  into  each  and  every  case,  that  repeated 
applications  had  been  made  to  all  the  lessors  when  resident  in  the  kingdom, 
and  when  non-resident  to  the  agents  of  the  respective  estates,  but  without 
success. 

2 C 2 
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I have  no  doubt  that  these  applications  were  so  made,  and  I trust  tha  the 
enforcement  of  the  claim  by  law,  in  a few  instances,  will  induce  the  agents  in 
general  to  pay  the  arrears  due,  as  well  as  the  new  rates,  when  demanded. 

As  there  is  but  one  collector  as  yet  engaged,  it  must  be  some  time  before  any 
considerable  amount  can  be  obtained  for  the  support  of  the  increasing  numbers  of 
destitute. 

I am  happy  to  state  that  I have  not  heard  of  any  increasing  virulence  of  fever. 
The  Vice-Guardians  have  obtained  a suitable  house  for  a temporary  fever  hospital 
near  Carrigallen ; but  at  Ballinamore  there  is  much  greater  difficulty  : one  has 
been  hired,  of  which  the  owner  may  be  induced  to  let.  For  the  fitting  up  of  these 
I would  venture  to  suggest,  that,  if  there  be  any  cast  military  bedding  to  be 
obtained,  a grant  of  same  would  be  well  applied  to  this  distressed  Union,  whose 
finances  can  ill  bear  any  expenditure,  and  whose  property  is  liable  to  be  seized  by 
creditors,  whom  there  will  be  no  possible  means  of  paying  for  a long  period. 


Reply  to  the  above: — February  4,  184S. 

The  Commissioners  have  expressed  to  the  Vice-Guardians  approval  of  the 
employment  of  Temporary  Assistants  to  the  relieving  officers  of  Mohill  Union,  as 
recommended  by  you. 

In  reference  to  the  fitting  up  of  the  temporary  fever  hospitals,  I am  to  state  that 
there  is  no  cast  military  bedding  now  remaining  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  21,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  enclosing  copy  of  a communication  from  Dr. 
Collins,  of  Dublin,  relative  to  proceedings  instituted  against  him  by  the  solicitor 
of  this  Union,  for  the  recovery  of  rates  due  by  him  to  the  Mohill  Board  of 
Guardians,  we  beg  leave  to  state  that  we  have  obtained  from  the  solicitor  to  the 
Board  the  enclosed  documents,  explanatory  of  the  course  he  has  taken,  and 
showing,  we  think  satisfactorily,  that  Dr.  Collins  has  no  cause  of  complaint  as 
regards  want  of  notice ; on  the  contrary,  he  had  received  notice  as  far  back  as  the 
month  ot  October  last. 

Enclosures. 

Mr.  O’Brien  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — Tanuary  20,  1848. 

I received  your  communication  with  Dr.  Collins’s  statement  to  the  Commissioners 
and  in  reply  have  to  inform  you  and  the  Commissioners,  that  in  October  last  I addressed  a 
letter  to  Dr.  Collins,  which  1 enclosed  under  cover  to  his  agent,  Mr.  Benison,  of  Bally connell 
informing  him  that  I was  instructed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  proceed  against  him,  and  I 
got  Mr.  Benison’s  reply  to  that  letter  in  November,  complaining  of  not  getting  the  particulars 
of  the  rates  due  by  each  occupier ; and  to  oblige  Dr.  Collins  and  Mr.  Benison,  1 applied  for 
that  information  to  the  collector  and  was  refused,  and  then  wrote  a second  letter  to  Mr.  Benison. 
informing  him  that  the  collector  declined  to  give  particulars,  and  again  stating  the  necessity  I 
was  under  of  proceeding  on  my  former  letter  to  Dr.  Collins,  and  got  his  answer  to  that  letter 
in  December  I then  had  a personal  interview  with  Mr.  Benison,  when  he  stated  he  would 
send  his  bailiff  to  the  collector  to  settle  the  account  on  the  14th  December.  I ao-ain  met  Mr. 
Benison  in  Dublin,  on  the  20th  December,  and  repeated  my  application,  when°he  promised 
again  to  have  it  settled,  and  that  he  instructed  his  bailiff  to  do  so.  I met  the  bailiff  on  the 
2nd  of  January,  and  found  he  had  done  nothing,- and  I could  not  incur  your  censure  longer, 
and  if  Mr.  Benison  did  not  forward  my  communications  to  his  principal,  but  took  on  himself 
to  reply  to  me,  it  was  not  my  fault.  Both  Dr.  Collins  and  Mr.  Benison  are  gentlemen  I have 
a respect  for,  and  my  proceedings  was  not  to  make  costs,  and  lest  they  should  suppose  so,  or 
that  it  would  be  imputed  to  me  that  I acted  discourteously  to  any  gentleman,  I would  take  the 
costs  out  of  pocket,  and  forego  the  rest  on  Dr.  Collins  paying  his  rates. 


Mr.  O’Brien  to  Dr.  Collins: — October  21,  1847. 

I have  received  instructions  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Mohill  Union,  to  apply 
to  you,  as  the  immediate  lessor,  for  payment  of  the  rates  chargeable  against  you  as  such 
immediate  lessor,  on  your  property  in  the  Union,  and  my  instructions  are  to  proceed  for 
recovery  of  them  if  not  immediately  paid. 


The  foregoing  is  the  copy  of  the  first  letter  sent  Dr.  Collins,  under  cover  to  his  agent 
on  21st  October  last;  and  enclosed  is  the  copy  of  another  letter  addressed  to  Dr.  CoUins, 
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through  the  same  medium  of  his  agent  on  the  29th  November  after,  and  his  a^ent  Mr 
xSenison  s reply,  dated  3rd  December  last,  so  that  on  the  whole  I took  very  great  pains  to 
induce  a payment  from  Dr.  Collins  before  I proceeded,  and  not  until  I incurred  great  censure 
from  the  Board.  b 


Mohill  Union. 


Mr.  O’Brien  to  Dr.  Collins  -.—November  29,  1847. 

, The  Guardians  of -the  Mohill  Union  have  entered  a resolution  on  their  books  that  I 
should  be  removed  as  their  solicitor,  should  I not  forthwith  proceed  against  you  for  payment 
of  the  sum  of  12/.  10.?.  4 id.  due  for  poor-rates  on  the  property  you  represent  in  the  Union. 


Mr.  Benison  to  Mr.  O’Brien  : — December  3,  1847. 

I beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your’s  relative  to  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Mohill  Union,  and  the  penalty  attached  to  a disobedience  of  orders. 

I shall  make  no  comment  on  the  courtesy  of  the  Guardians : the  resolution  speaks  for 
itself.  r 

Now,  as  regards  the  sum  claimed,  in  my  opinion  the  collector  has  made  a great  mistake 
and  although  anxious  to  pay  every  shilling  due  by  Dr.  Collins,  yet  I feel  it  necessary  to  ascer- 
tain what  is  really  chargeable  on  hjs  property,  and  I am  ready  to  meet  the  collector  for  that 
purpose,  provided  he  gives  me  two  or  three  days’  notice,  or  in  any  other  way  enables  me  to- 
satisfy  myself  that  his  claim  is  correct. 


The  Commissioners  to  Dr.  Collins  : — January  24,  1848. 

Adverting  to  your  communication  of  the  17th  instant,  relative  to  the- 
• l°F  taken  against  you  by  the  solicitor  to  Ae  Vice-Guardians  of 
MohiH  Union,  for  payment  of  rate  due  by  you,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners 
to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  inquiry  on  the  subject,  and  they 
hnd  that  the  solicitor,  Mr.  O’Brien,  addressed  you  personally  by  letter,  dated  21st 
October,  demanding-  the  rates,  and  again  addressed  your  agent  on  the  29th 
November,  stating  that  be  was  directed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  proceed  for 
the  recovery  of  the  rates  on  pain  of  being  dismissed  from  bis  employment  as 
solicitor  to  the  Board. 

TvrThA.?>g®nt  appeJurs  t0  bave  disPuted  the  amount  and  postponed  settlement,  and 
Mr.  O Bnen,  under  pressure  from  the  Vice-Guardians,  appears  to  have  issued 
WI<kS.  m an(^  °^ber  cases»  and  the  Vice-Guardians  express  their  opinion  that 
sufficient  demand  had  been  made,  and  ample  notice  given  of  the  intention  to 
proceed,  before  the  writ  was  issued. 

Mr.  O’Brien,  however,  expresses  his  willingness  to  accept  costs  out  of  pocket, 
d the  rates  be  paid,  and  the  Commissioners  recommend  you  to  communicate  with 
him  accordingly. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — January  26,  1848. 

In  reference  to  recent  communications,  I am  directed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a copy  of  a communication 
which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  Dr.  Collins  respecting  the  legal 
proceedings  taken  against  him  for  recovery  of  poor-rates. 


Enclosure. 

Dr.  Collins  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  25,  1848. 

..  . . reference  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I beg  to  state,  in  the  most  distinct  terms,'  that 
it  is  totally  incorrect  to  state  that  the  solicitor,  Mr.  O’Brien,  ever  addressed  me  personally. 

1 informed  the  Commissioners  in  my  statement  that  I had  never  received  any  notice  whatever 
that  the  debt  was  due. 

From  what  I have  stated,  the  opinion  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  as  to  my  having  had  sufficient 
notice,  1S  most  unjustifiable,  and,  I have  no  doubt,  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench  would  protect 
me  from  such  proceedings.  r 

I have  to  return  the  Commissioners  my  best  thanks,  and  remain,  &c. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  21,  1848. 

Having  decided  on  providing  increased  accommodation  by  means  of 
erections  on  the  workhouse  premises,  we  beg  to  submit  to  you  a statement  of  our 
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Mohill  Union. 


proposed  mode  of  effecting  this  arrangement,  and  if  you  approve  of  it,  to  request 
the  favour  of  your  procuring  for  us  from  Mr.  Wilkinson,  the  architect,  the 
necessary  working  drawings  and  specifications,  should  that  course  appear  to  you 
desirable.  On  learning  the  result  of  this  communication,  we  shall  proceed  at  once 
to  advertise  for  contracts  for  the  undertaking. 

We  propose  to  raise  another  floor  over  the  idiot  wards,  and  to  remove  all  the 
subdividing  walls  in  the  lower  story.  There  is  not  a single  idiot  or  lunatic 
inmate  of  the  workhouse  at  present,  nor  from  the  number  of  that  class  heretofore 
inmates,  is  it  likely  they  will  become  applicants  to  any  extent  in  future,  which 
would  require  special  wards  for  tlieir  use.  Accommodation  for  at  least  50  beds, 
we  think,  could  be  provided  by  this  means  easily  and  inexpensively ; and  the 
increase  in  the  proportion  of  sickness  amongst  workhouse  inmates,  beyond  what 
was  originally  contemplated,  renders  increased  space  in  this  department  specially 
desirable. 

We  propose  further  to  erect  thatched  shed  buildings,  or  such  other  description 
of  building  as  Mr.  Wilkinson  might  suggest,  at  rear  of  children’s  yards  respec- 
tively, communicating  with  male  and  female  yards,  to  suit  for  both  day-room  and 
dormitory  purposes. 

We  desire  altogether  to  provide  space  for  200  additional  paupers;  and  our 
limited  resources  demand  that  the  most  rigid  economy  forms  a leading  feature  in 
our  design. 

We  would  venture  further  to  bring  under  your  uotice  the  desirability  of  having 
proper  means  of  supervision  extended  to  the  construction  of  these  buildings. 
Now  that  the  building  of  the  fever  ward,  (an  important  work,)  the  erection  of  the 
oven,  and  the  execution  of  the  repairs  will  be  in  progress  simultaneously  we  are 
strongly  impressed  ■with  the  necessity  there  exists  for  a resident  Clerk  of  Works. 
From  the  habits  of  the  tradespeople  in  this  locality  we  conceive,  indisposed  as  we 
are  to  encourage  expenditure,  the  real  interests  of  the  Union  would  be  much  pro- 
moted by  the  employment  of  such  an  officer. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  24, 1848. 

1.  We  beg  now  to  submit  to  you  our  usual  weekly  report  on  the  affairs  of 
the  Mohill  Union. 

Rates  and  Rate-Collectors . 

2.  The  lodgments  of  last  week  consist  of  61/.,  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  as  alluded 
to  in  report  of  18th  instant,  from  his  collection  of  the  old  rate.  Part  of  this  sum 
is  arrears  already  introduced  into  new  rate,  but  for  the  recovery  of  which  proceedings 
had  been  pending  at  the  time  of  the  transfer  of  the  arrears.  In  point  of  fact,  there- 
fore, Mr.  O’Brien’s  collection  in  respect  of  this  sum  has  extended  beyond  the  four 
electoral  divisions  of  which  he  was  at  the  time  collector ; and  this  circumstance  will 
require  care  in  recording  the  transaction  in  the  accounts. 

3.  Mr.  O’Brien  and  his  son  (whom  we  have  Substituted  in  his  stead  for  one 
division)  having  perfected  their  bonds  for  the  collection  of  the  fresh  rate  in  two 
electoral  divisions,  we  have  been  able  to  place  in  collection  the  additional  sum  -of 
1,191/.,  making  in  all  2,691/.  of  the  new  rate,  which  is  now  in  actual  collection; 
and  we  are  not  without  prospects  of  our  finances  soon  being  moderately  recruited 
from  this  source. 

4.  Of  the  collectors  we  have  appointed  for  six  other  electoral  divisions,  none 
have  yet  entered  into  the  necessary  security.  One  has  resigned  ; but  he  was  for  a 
division  upon  which  the  rate  is  not  yet  made.  Threats  and  entreaties  have  alike 
proved  useless  in  producing  promptitude  on  the  part  of  these  men.  We  have  given 
them  until  Wednesday  to  perfect  their  bonds ; and  failing  compliance  on  that  day, 
we  must  of  necessity  annul  their  appointments,  whatever  he  the  consequences.  We 
need  not  say  how  dispiriting  to  us  are  these  constant  disappointments;  but  they  are 
characteristic  of  the  people,  and  afford  further  evidence  of  the  interminable  diffi- 
culties that  surround  every  act  of  our  administration.  For  Cloone  Division — the 
worst  in  the  Union  as  regards  poverty  and  lawlessness,  the  rate  never  having  been 
there  properly  collected,  and  large  arrears  accumulated  in  consequence — we  have 
not  yet  obtained  a collector,  although  with  many  offers,  but  which  are  all  inadequate. 
"We  are  now  satisfied  that  a suitable  local  person  cannot  be  procured,  and  must  act 
accordingly,  at  any  sacrifice.  ' 
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5.  We  are  promised  a payment  this  week  from  Mr.  O’Brien,  our  solicitor,  on 
account  of  arrears  due  by  immediate  lessors,  with  whom  he  is  connected.  Failing 
m this,  he  ceases  to  be  our  law  agent  the  earliest  moment  we  can  accomplish  the 
disruption.  Next  to  the  impoverished  occupiers,  the  recovery  of  the  arrears  due 
from  the  immediate  lessors  of  property  in  the  courts,  is  the  most  hopeless,  and  a 
considerable  portion  of  arrears  comes  under  this  description. 

In-door  Relief. 

6.  In  pursuance  of  our  system  of  alone  relieving  able-bodied  men  in  the  work- 
house,  and  testing  by  reception  therein  all  other  cases  which  appeared  of  a doubtful 
character,  we  admitted  upwards  of  100  paupers  during  last  week.  This  course  has 
had  excellent  results  in  discriminating  destitution.  Although  our  arrangements 
do  not  yet  permit  us  to  make  these  fresh  inmates  as  comfortable  as  we  could  wish, 
still  we  trust  they  are  safely  accommodated.  Every  effort  is  being  used  by  us  to 
put  into  use  the  requisites  for  the  proper  treatment  of  all  the  inmates. 

7.  V e are  anxious  to  make  the  removal  of  paupers  from  the  workhouse  to  the 
care  of  the  relieving  officers  the  last  expedient,  for  this  reason,  that  it  will  more  or 
less  affect  the  efficacy  of  the  workhouse  test,  as  the  acceptance  of  relief  therein 
cannot  be  judged  as  a just  criterion  of  destitution,  when  it  apparently  forms  the 
channel  to  out-door  relief.  The  privations  of  the  Avorkhouse  will  be  suffered  for  a 
time,  when  out-relief  cheers  the  prospect.  The  pressure  from  classes  other  than 
able-bodied  men  will  thus  likely  become  severe  when  we  commence  removing 
paupers  from  the  woxkhouse.  But  this  is  better  to  be  endured,  we  think,  than 
commencing  yet  to  relieve  the  labourers  out  of  doors;  and  to  preserve  space  for 
such  and  their  families  we  will  submit  to  pressure  from  other  classes  until  by  the 
provision  of  increased  accommodation  Ave  can  offer  the  true  safeguard  of  workhouse 
relief  to  all. 

8.  W e appointed  at  last  meeting  a master  and  matron,  the  former  recommended 
to  us  by  the  highest  testimonials ; the  matron,  his  daughter,  Avho  appears  to  us, 
perhaps,  rather  young,  we  take  on  trial ; and  her  permanent  appointment  will,  ot 
course,  depend  on  the  manner  she  performs  her  duties  during  this  probation.  They 
both  take  charge  on  the  3rd  February  next. 

9.  We  have  put  in  occupation  the  auxiliary  house  in  Moliill,  Avhicli  we  have 
taken,  and  it  will  enable  us  to  relieve  the  workhouse  most  beneficially  of  the  sick 
labouring  under  infectious  diseases.  We  await  your  reply  to  our  application  for 
plans  for  sheds,  &c.,  to  commence  these  buildings  at  once,  (first  advertising  for 
tenders),  and  we  are  happy  to  find  by  a.  communication  made  to  us  this  day,  that 
facilities  we  did  not  expect  may  possibly  offer  for  their  construction. 

Oid-door  Relief. 

10.  We  placed  upwards  of  1000  on  our  register  last  week,  making  upwards  of 
3000  now  receiving  out-relief  from  us.  We  expect  an  increased  number  of  appli- 
cants in  the  week  Ave  are  noAv  in.  Impelled  by  the  miserable  aspect  of  such 
increasing  destitution,  Ave  have  allowed  each  relieving  officer  to  employ  an  assistant 
at  a small  rate  of  remuneration,  for  whose  conduct  he  is  responsible.  We  urge 
continually  the  relieving  officers  to  persevere  in  zeal  and  activity  in  their  duties,  and 
we  are  prepared  to  take  whatever  further  measures  may  be  necessary  in  the  way  of 
additional  assistance,  should  that  step  appear  necessary  to  arrest  the  further  progress 
of  famine. 

11.  Your  increased  confidence  manifested  in  our  recent  appointment  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  Ave  are  most  grateful  for,  and  the  duties 
there  will  not,  we  are  sure,  detract  from  the  attention  necessary  to  be  bestowed  at 
Mohill.  Our  extended  sphere  of  action  may,  possibly,  afford  facilities  for  the 
transaction  of  business  not  hitherto  possessed. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  27,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknoAvledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
26th  instant,  forwarding  copy  of  a report  from  Mr.  Wilkinson,  your  architect, 
relative  to  the  additional  buildings  proposed  to  be  erected  at  the  Mohill  Union 
workhouse,  and  also  containing  observations  regarding  the  repairs  of  the  present 
buildings. 
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In  reference  thereto,  we  beg  to  state,  that  we  cannot  exactly  infer  from  this 
communication  that  you  approve  of  our  proposed  plans  of  raising  a second  floor 
on  idiot  wards,  and  constructing  shed  buildings,  or  that  we  may  expect  the 
working-  plans  and  specifications  for  same  will  be  prepared  by  Mr.  Wilkinson. 

As  we  propose  to  advertise  for  tenders  at  once,  for  the  execution  of  the  under- 
taking, we  shall  be  glad  to  learn  if  your  sanction  will  be  extended  to  it. 

We  shall  attend  to  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  suggestions  regarding  the  repairs,  and  are 
much  gratified  at  the  prospect  of  having  the  services  of  a cleric  of  works,  which 
we  anticipate  will  be  most  important. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — February  2,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  sanction  of  the  additional  buildings  and 
alterations  proposed ; and  am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  Mr.  Wilkinson  will 
communicate  with  the  clerk  of  works  on  the  subject  by  this  night’s  post. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners: — January  28,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  weekly  report  upon  the  state  of  the 
Mohill  Union. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Vice-Guardians  at  the  Board- room,  on  Wednesday 
and  yesterday,  which  were  protracted  to  a very  late  hour,  especially  yesterday,  on 
which  we  did  not  leave  the  Board-room  until  past  nine  o’clock  at  night.  The 
examination  of  the  relieving  officers’  books  occupied  the  greater  part  of  both  days, 
although  the  actual  increase  to  the  number  of  persons  added  to  the  relief  lists  has 
not  been  as  great  during  the  past  week  as  I had  anticipated,  hardly  exceeding  800. 

I observe  that  the  workhouse  test,  which  the  Vice- Guardians  have  as  yet  been 
enabled  to  maintain  for  the  male  able-bodied  poor,  and  for  doubtful  cases  of  other 
classes,  operates  in  this  Union  with  great  stringency,  not  only  in  consequence  of  the 
fear  that  all  the  houses  left  by  those  who  enter  the  workhouse  will  be  pulled  down, 
and  that  the  parties  may  be  unable  hereafter  to  obtain  any  habitation,  but  also  from 
the  very  natural  alarm  with  which  the  house  is  regarded  in  consequence  of  the 
extreme  mortality  within  its  walls  last  autumn.  Its  improved  sanitary  condition 
obviates  any  real  danger,  but  will  not  overcome  the  repugnance  of  the  many  whose 
relatives  died  there.  I conceive,  however,  that  this  must  yield  to  the  extremity  of 
want  now  pressing  severely  on  numbers ; and  it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  a 
variety  of  works  projected  under  the  “ Land  Improvement  Act,”  and  which  would 
have  employed  the  greater  proportion  of  men  of  this  class  in  various  localities 
throughout  the  Union  during  this  and  the  ensuing  month  (the  period  of  greatest 
pressure),  have  been  delayed,  owing  to  various  causes. 

Three  of  the  lately  appointed  collectors  appeared  on  Wednesday,  and  perfected 
their  bonds,  and  the  securities  for  a fourth  were  also  signed.  They  appear  to  be 
all  competent  persons,  and  I anticipate  a much  more  earnest  and  vigorous  collec- 
tion than  has  hitherto  been  exercised  ; but  the  revised  valuation  for  two  of  the 
electoral  divisions  assigned  to  one  of  these  persons,  is  as  yet  unfinished,  and  there 
are  also  three  divisions  for  which  collectors  have  not  yet  been  found.  The  Vice- 
Guax-dians  hope  to  obtain  these  within  another  week  or  fortnight. 

The  attorney  to  the  Board,  whose  non-payment  of  considerable  arrears  of  rates 
on  estates  for  which  he  is  agent  and  receiver,  I had  brought  especially  before  the 
notice  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  and  had  mentioned  in  my  earlier  reports,  had 
last,  week  promised  to  the  Vice-Guardians  that  these  (to  the  amount  of  50/.)  should 
be  lodged  with  the  collectoi-,  Mr.  O’Brien,  within  the  following  week.  It  appears 
that  this  was  not  performed,  and  the  Vice-Guardians  resolved  upon  the  step  of 
dismissing  him  and  employing  another  attorney,  the  necessity  for  which  I had  long 
before  repi-esented . 

From  the  incompetency  of  the  present  officers  the  workhouse  continues  in  nearly 
the  same  unsatisfactory  state,  with  great  irregularity  and  intermixture  of  classes  in 
the  day-rooms,  little  employment  for  the  adults,  and  no  education  whatever  for  the 
childi-en  ; the  meals^still  unequally  distributed,  and  (although  three  boilers  are  in 
use)  the  second  meal  of  the  day  not  over  until  seven  or  eight  o’clock.  Until  the 
new  master  assumes  office,  and  an  able  assistant  be  procured,  I despair  of  seeing 
any  amendment  in  these  points. 

As  the  clerk  and  ■ schoolmaster  continue  sick,  I have  again  advised  the  employ- 
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ment  of  temporary  substitutes,  who  might,  if  qualified,  succeed  to  these  appoint- 
ments, as  the  clerk  is  not  likely  to  recover,  and  the  schoolmaster  is  totally  unfit  for 
the  situation. 

It  will  be  perceived  that,  although  the  foundation  has  been  laid  for  an  amended 
state  of  the  Union  affairs,  I cannot  report  much  visible  change  ; but,  in  truth,  the 
task  undertaken  by  the  Vice-Guardians  is  most  arduous.  As  these  gentlemen 
have  now  been  appointed  also  to  the  same  situation  for  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union, 
I may  remark  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  presence  of  one  or  other  will  be  absolutely 
requisite  at  Mohill  four  days  in  the  week ; and  that  not  less  than  three,  for  the 
transaction  of  regular  business  by  both,  will  suffice  for  several  weeks  to  come. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  31,  1848. 

We  beg  to  lay  before  you  our  seventh  report  of  our  proceedings  as  paid 
officers  of  the  Mohill  Union. 

We  arc  happy  in  being  able  to  state,  that  during  the  past  week  we  have  been 
more  successful  than  the  former  in  procuring  rate  collectors,  five  persons  having 
perfected  their  bonds,  thus  enabling  us  to  place  in  collection  the  following  sums : — 


Collectors. 

Win.  O’Hara, 
Samuel  Johnson, 

_ fBallinamore 
101  jOughteragh 
Aghavas 

. £1200 
350 
621 

Farrell  Kiernan, 

Drumreilly 

450 

John  O’Brien,  jun.. 

Eslin 

435  ■ 

John  O’Brien,  Esq., 

Rinn 

755 

Wm.  Lander, 

Annaduff  . 

856 

£4667 

Making  a total  of  4667 1.,  which  has  been  put  in  actual  collection  during  the  past 
week  ; and  we  now  only  await  the  revising  valuator’s  movements,  which  are 
approaching  completion,  to  place  the  entire  Union  in  a similar  position. 

Owing  to  the  impossibility  of  procuring  the  services  of  a proper  person  to  collect 
the  rate  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Cloone  and  Annaghveagn,  it  is  our  intention 
to  advertise  for  a person  from  some  other  locality  to  perform  this  service. 

The  lodgments  this  week,  as  appearing  from  the  treasurer’s  book  (14/.  11a-.  7d .), 
have  not  been  as  great  as  those  preceding  it,  chiefly  from  the  very  severe  weather 
having  prevented  the  collectors  from  pursuing  their  calling.  The  coming  week 
we  hope  'will  be  more  satisfactory  in  this  respect. 

. Mr.  O’Brien,  solicitor  to  the  Board,  having  failed  in  fulfilling  his  promise  of 
paying  in  during  the  week  several  large  sums  due  by  immediate  lessors  whom  he 
represents,  has  ceased  to  be  our  law  agent,  and  we  shall  proceed  on  next  Thursday 
to  place  our  business  in  other  hands. 

We  had,  as  before  alluded  to,  rented  a house  in  the  town  of  Mohill,  for  the 
purpose  of  additional  workhouse  accommodation,  and  had  removed  to  it  all  cases 
of  infectious  disease,  numbering  about  30 ; but  having  been  waited  on  by  a depu- 
tation of  the  townspeople,  remonstrating  against  our  introducing  a fever  hospital 
into  the  centre  of  their  town,  and  offering  us  the  use  of  the  temporary  fever  hospital 
for  the  present,  we  at  once  accepted  their  offer,  and  immediately  removed  those 
persons  whom  we  had  just  sent  from  the  workhouse,  from  the  town  to  the  sheds. 
We  had  the  house  fumigated,  and  have  since  sent  to  it  the. infants,  with  their 
mothers,  from  the  workhouse,  thus  affording  us  additional  day-room  and  dormitory 
accommodation  for  about  50  women,  and  enabling  us  to  keep  the  house  as  a test 
for  the  able-bodied  men  with  wives,  whom,  had  we  not  had  this  means  of  relieving, 
we  should  have  been  obliged  to  put  on  the  out-door  list,  a course  we  have  not  yet 
been  driven  to  pursue. 

The  amount  of  destitution  is  daily  increasing,  the  out-door  list  exhibiting 
upwards  of  4000  names,  not  one  of  which  belong  to  the  class  able-bodied ; and. 
we  shall  continue  to  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost  by  taking  more  houses  in  the 
town,  if  necessary,  rather  than  be  obliged,  by  want  of  space  in  the  workhouse,  to 
relieve  one  man  who  could  he  considered  as  coming  under  that  objectionable  class 
for  out-door,  relief. 

We  have  allowed  each  relieving  officer  to  employ,  at  a small  weekly  stipend, 
an  assistant,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  distribute  (under  the  superintendence  of  the 
relieving  officer)  the  rations  to  each  applicant,  and  for  whom  the  relieving  officer 
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MohillDnion.  becomes  responsible  to  us ; much  time  having  been  hitherto  spent  in  the  issuing  of 
rations  which  might  have  been  more  advantageously  employed  in  visiting  cases 
and  receiving  fresh  applications  for  relief. 

We  have  every  hope  that  next  week  will  exhibit  a great  change  for  the  better 
in  the  management  of  the  workhouse,  as  from  Thursday,  the  3rd  of  February 
the  new  master  will  commence  his  services  ; and  from  the  increased  cause  of 
complaint,  Mr.  Jacking,  the  late  master,  has  furnished  us  with  (he  not  having 
kept  one  book  properly  during  the  past  week),  we  have  every  cause  to  rejoice  at 
having  his  situation,  of  so  much  consequence,  filled  by  one  on  whom  we  can  rely 
with  confidence.  ^ 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  8,  1848. 

I am  to  request  you  will  send  replies  to  queries  respecting  any  collectors 
of  poor  rate  in  Mohill  Union,  whose  appointments  may  not  yet  have  received  the 
Commissioners’  sanction.  ' 

I am  also  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  your  allowing  each 
relieving  officer  to  employ,  at  a small  weekly  remuneration,  an  assistant,  for  the 
purposes  specified  in  your  report. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  2,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  relieving  officer  formerly  appointed 
under  your  sanction  for  the  district  comprising  the  electoral  divisions  of  Newtown 
Gore,  Drumreilly,  and  Carrigallen,  having  tendered  his  resignation,  we  have 
thought  fit  to  accept  it;  and  previous  to  proceeding  to  elect  a successor,  we  beg 
permission  to  submit  to  you  our  opinion,  that  the  extent  of  destitution  at  present 
existing  renders  it  impossible  for  one  individual  to  visit  all  the  urgent  cases,  or 
effectively  to  perform  the  duties  of  that  office ; and  we  therefore  request  your 
sanction  to  our  advertising  for,  and  electing  on  the  17th  instant  two  relieving 
officers,  one  for  the  Carrigallen  electoral  division,  and  one  for  the  district  com- 
prising Drumreilly  and  Newtown  Gore;  to  each  of  whom  we  should  propose  to 
assign  a salary  of  35/.  * 


Reply  to  the  above  -.—Februratj  8,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  suggestion  that  tivo  relieving  officers  should  be 
appointed  lor  the  above-mentioned  divisions,  in  consequence  of  the  inability  of 
one  person  to  perform  effectually  the  duties  of  that  office,  I am  to  express  the 
Commissioners  approval  of  the  appointment  of  two  relieving  officers  for  these 
divisions,  as  proposed. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  4,  1848. 

iv/r  T.-11  tt*  ^mitting,  f°r  your  information,  my  weekly  report  upon  the  state  of  the 
MohiH  Union,  I have  but  little  change  to  remark  from  the  aspect  of  affairs  last 
week.  1 he  state  of  the  workhouse  is  still  in  all  respects  unsatisfactory— the  present 

master  having  been  absent  from,  or  neglected  his  duties,  the  master  newly  ap- 
pointed not  having  arrived  up  to  8 o’clock  last  night,  at  which  hour  I left  the 
-Board-room. 


A considerable  number  of  admissions  have  been  made  during  the  past  week  • 
but  the  fever  patients  having  been  removed  to  the  temporary  fever  hospital  without 
the  town,  which  has  been  handed  over  to  the  Vice- Guardians  by  the  late  Relief 
Committee  and  about  two-thirds  of  the  infant  children  with  their  mothers  or  nurses 
placed  in  a house  hired  as  extra  accommodation  in  the  town ; there  still  remains 
some  available  space  in  the  workhouse  for  the  admission  of  male  able-bodied  desti- 
tute persons  and  their  families,  and  out-door  relief  to  that  class  has  not  yet  been 
round  necessary. 

The  “c«ase  to  the  numbers  of  other  classes  in  the  out-door  relief  list  cannot  be 
. s, 101  °*  ,9  , ’ ^ut  ^ie  exacf  number  was  not  ascertained  nor  registered  up 

0 , ^ °ur  ,a^  winch  I left,  the  mere  examination  of  the  relieving  officers’  books, 
an  , 6 decision  on  the  applications,  having  occupied  the  greater  part  of  Wednesday 

and  yesterday  up  to  a late  hour..  orb  r j 

Oue  of  the  two  relieving  officers,  respecting  whose  qualifications  I lately  expressed 
me  doubts,  yesterday  tendered  his  resignation,  at  the  same  time  stating  that  it 
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was  impossible  for  him  to  get  through  a district  of  such  extent,  or  to  visit  half  the 
cases  of  application  for  relief ; and  he  represented  the  extent  of  distress  as  extremely 
great.  As  he  must  continue  in  the  office  until  a successor  be  appointed,  I thought 
it  necessary  to  warn  him  as  to  the  necessity  of  using  his  utmost  exertions,  and  of 
the  heavy  responsibility  he  would  incur  if  any  deaths  occurred  from  destitution 
unrelieved  among  the  applicants  to  him  who  had  a legal  claim  to  such  relief. 

A few  cases  were  also  exhibited  by  the  other  relieving  officers  of  persons  struck 
off  the  list  (in  consequence  of  later  and  more  accurate  information  obtained  in  the 
course  of  their  inquiries  respecting  their  circumstances),  who  had  obtained  relief  in 
the  first  instance  by  false  statements,  or  the  collusion  of  their  neighbours  as  to 
their  holding  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  ; many  in  this  position  are 
using  every  artifice  to  obtain  out-door  relief,  and  others  preparing  to  make  bargains 
for  giving  up  their,  land. 

During  the  present  period  of  extreme  pressure  upon  the  relieving  officers,  whose 
whole  time  is  not  sufficient  for  the  full  performance  of  their  duties  of  distribution, 
and  of  personal  visits  of  inquiry,  several  such  cases  of  mistake  must  be  expected  to 
occur;  but  these  will  be  arrested  as  they  become  more  intimately  acquainted  with 
their  respective  districts,  and  are  of  little  importance  as  compared  with  the  opposite 
danger,  that  any  should  be  left  unrelieved  who  are  in  extreme  want,  and  legally 
entitled  to  assistance. 

The  most  active  and  intelligent  of  these  officers  all  mentioned  the  gratifying 
fact,  that  many  of  the  most  respectable  of  the  ratepayers  were  now  in  the  habit  of 
coming  forward  and  communicating  to  them  valuable  information  as  to  the  actual 
circumstances  of  the  various  applicants  for  relief,  exhibiting  both  the  humane 
anxiety  that  it  should  be  extended  liberally  to  those  in  actual  want,  and  also  the 
counterbalancing  motive  of  prudent  regard  for  their  own  interests,  in  keeping  off 
the  rates  those  who  have  other  resources,  or  who  retain  land  above  the  limit.  The 
evoking  of  this  salutary  mixture  of  motives,  and  thus  enlisting  in  the  practical 
working  of  the  law  the  co-operation  of  those  most  interested  in  its  efficacy,  appears 
to  me  an  excellent  augury  for  the  future ; and  coupled  with  the  very  generally 
avowed  dislike  to  see  out-door  relief  given  to  any  able-bodied  persons,  indicates  a 
growing  conviction  of  the  justice  of  the  principle  upon  which  the  Poor  Law  is 
founded. 

Within  the  last  veek  the  bodies  of  three  deceased  persons  were  left  exposed  on 
the  burying-ground  adjacent,  to  the  workhouse,  where  they  remained  for'  two  or 
three  nights.  These  were  subsequently  interred  without  coffins  by  order  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  ; and  as  the  law  does  not  admit  of  providing  coffins  for  the  desti- 
tute who  have  not  been  relieved  within  the  workhouse,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
discourage  in  every  possible  way,  the  tendency  manifested  to  throw  upon  its  officers 
the  task  of  interring  those  whose  relatives  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  provide  a 
decent  burial. 

The  valuator  makes  very  little  progress  in  his  revision : he  has  not  yet  completed 
any  additional  division ; and  I am  sorry  to  find  that  there  are  some  gross  errors 
already  detected  in  those  he  has  finished.  Some  of  these  being  misstatements  as 
to  the  names  of  proprietors,  immediate  lessors,  being  only  sources  of  confusion, 
hut  not  invalidating  the  rate,  1 have  directed  the  collector  to  note  and  correct  in 
pencil  for  his  own  information,  and  to  proceed  at  once  to  recover  from  the  party 
properly  chargeable. 

Proposals  have  been  made  for  the  collection  of  another  electoral  division,  and 
there  is  now  only  one  for  which  no  tender  to  collect  has  been  received,  but  the 
delay  in  the  revision  will  prevent  the  collection  becoming  general  for  some  weeks. 
It  will,  I think,  be  pushed  on  vigorously  for  the  divisions  completed  ; and  I trust 
that  the  Union  will  be  enabled  from  this  time  to  defray  its  current  expenses, 
although  a long  time  may  elapse  before  the  Vice- Guardians  are  possessed  of  funds 
to  discharge  the  heavy  outstanding  debts. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  10,  1848. 

In  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  which  states  that  the  valuator  has 
committed  errors  as  to  the  names  of  proprietors  and  immediate  lessors,  I am  to 
observe,  that  where  errors  of  this  kind  are  made  by  the  valuator  they  should  not 
he  carried  into  the  rate-books,  if  discovered  in  time,  but  the  party  properly  charge- 
able  should  be  rated. 

2D2 
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ROSCOMMON  UNION — Dissolution  of  Board  of  Guardians. 

Captain  Evans,  Temporary  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 
December  16,  1847. 

I arrived  here  on  Tuesday  last,  and  immediately  waited  on  the  Vice- 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  (in  the  absence  of  Lord  Crofton).  I then 
inspected  the  workhouse,  and,  from  what  I could  hear,  everything  connected 
with  the  poor-house  is  in  a deplorable  state.  The  house  has  nearly  200  over 
the  number  for  which  it  was  built,  and  upwards  of  100  fever  patients  in  the 
body  of  it. 

The  house  is  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  6222/.,  out  of  which  there  is  upwards 
of  3000/.  due  to  the  baker.  He  has  just  been  with  me,  and  has  informed  me 
that  unless  there  is  something  done  for  him,  he  must  discontinue  the  supply, 
which  would  close  the  house.  After  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Tuesday,  I 
trust  I shall  be  able  to  lay  before  you  a correct  statement  of  the  Union.  &c. 


Observations  of  Mr.  Flanagan,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  on  the  foregoing : — 
December  22,  1847. 

The  fever  patients  referred  to,  are  in  wards  separate  from  the  other 
inmates  of  the  house.  Two  of  the  long  dormitories  running  at  right  angles  to 
the  main  front  are,  and  have  been  for  months,  appropriated  to  their  use. 

The  new  fever  hospital  is  not  yet  (from  want  of  beds,  bedding,  &c.)  ready 
for  their  reception.  In  my  opinion,  the  hospital  accommodation  in  this  Union 
is  quite  insufficient,  as  the  new  fever  hospital  will  not  accommodate  more  than 
about  half  the  number  of  patients  now  in  the  house. 


The  Central  Board  of  Health  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  10,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Central  Board  of  Health  to  forward  for  the 
information  of  the  Commissioners,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a report  from  Dr. 
Shanley,  medical  officer  of  the  temporary  fever  hospital  at  Strokestown,  in 
Roscommon  Union. 

Enclosure. 

Dr.  Shanley  to  the  Central  Board  of  Health  : — December  8,  1847. 

I beg  leave  to  state,  for  your  information,  that  disease  and  mortality  consequent  on 
privation  and  neglect  are  frightfully  on  the  increase  in  this  district,  and  if  funds  are  not  forth- 
with available  even  for  the  decent  burial  of  the  dead  the  consequence  to  the  surviving  portion 
of  the  population  must  be  truly  alarming.  As  many  as  five  in.  and  within  half  a mile  of  this 
town  have  fallen  victims  to  disease  within  the  last  few  days,  without  any  covering  to  protect 
their  remains  from  public  observation,  save  a few  boards  widely  nailed  together.  A charitable 
donation  of  10/.  was  some  time  since  given  by  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 
Union,  drawn  in  favour  of  Major  Mahon,  but  in  consequence  of  his  sudden  and  barbarous 
assassination  was  forthwith  returned.  Almost  aLl  the  resident  gentry  have  left  this  neighbour- 
hood, and  the  remaining  few,  from  the  number  of  Maguireite  notices  they  are  in  the  daily 
habit  of  receiving,  are  afraid  to  leave  their  own  homes,  or  take  a part  in  public  business.  All 
aid  from  English  and  other  charitable  societies  is  withdrawn,  on  the  plea  that  they  would  tcno 
longer  continue  support  to  murderers.” 

This  doctrine,  if  universally  acted  on,  I make  no  doubt,  will  have  the  effect  of  quartering  at 
least  the  well  disposed  of  the'lower  orders,  while  the  assassins  can  walk  abroad  with  the  most 
perfect  impunity,  shooting  and  getting  rid  of  the  wealth  and  intelligence  of  the  land,  that  they 
may  have  the  country  to  themselves,  which  is  avowedly  their  object. 


Observations  of  Mr.  Flanagan,  Poor  Law  Inspector : — Dece'inber  16,  1847- 
The  representations  of  Dr.  Shanley  I fully  believe ; they  accord  with 
all  the  reports  I have  from  time  to  time  made  upon  the  state  of  the  Union. 
It  is  one  of  those  which  I do  not  think  will  ever  work  efficiently  and  well  until 
paid  Guardians  be  appointed.  Much  as  I am  opposed  as  a general  rule  to  the 
appointment  of  those  officers,  the  apathy  and  inactivity  of  the  Board,  will,  I 
fear,  compel  the  Commissioners  to  resort  to  that  measure.  I remember  not 
very  long  ago  when  for  three  successive  Board  days  (for  two  certainly)  there 
was  no  meeting ; the  most  active  of  the  Guardians,  Lord  Crofton,  has  left  the 
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country,  and  the  Board  is  consequently  deprived  of  his  services,  and  the  Com- 
missioners of  his  aid,  which  he  was  ever  most  willing  to  lend  in  carrying  out 
their  views  and  suggestions. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Evans,  Temporary  Inspector : — 
December  2 1,  1847. 

I am  directed  to  forward  herewith  a copy  of  the  observations  of  Mr. 
Flanagan,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  paid  officers  to  perform  the  duties  of 
the  present  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Roscommon  Union,  and  I am  to  request 
that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  your  views  on 
the  subject. 


Captain  Evans  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  22,  1847. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  enclosing  me  a copy  of 
Mr.  Flanagan’s  letter,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  paid  officers,  and  request- 
ing my  observations  on  the  subject,  I beg  leave  to  state,  that  yesterday  beino- 
the  Board  day,  I had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Mr.  Flanagan ; and  the  very 
first  observation  I made  to  him  was,  « I fear  we  must  have  a paid  Board.” 
I fully  agree  with  Mr.  Flanagan,  the  only  active  member  has  left  the  country, 
and  nothing  will  be  done. 

In  fact,  the  affairs  of  the  Union  are  in  such  a state,  that  unless  th  emost 
prompt  and  active  steps  are  at  once  taken,  the  conequences  will  be  very 
serious. 

_ There  appears  to  be  no  inclination  on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  or  the  Guar- 
dians, to  attend  to  business,  or  look  after  their  own  interests ; the  county  beino- 
in  such  a deplorable  state,  that  the  gentlemen  who  come  in  five,  ten,  and  fifteen 
miles,  are  thinking  more  of  returning  home  than  anything  else.  Under  these 
circumstances,  no  business  can  possibly  be  done. 


Captain  Evans  to  the  Commissioners  December  23,  1847. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  Tuesday.  My 
main  object  was  to  call  their  attention  to  the  state  of  their  finances,  for  I regret 
to  say  that  they  have  no  funds  in  hands,  and  they  are  in  debt  nearly  7000/. 
The  cause  of  this,  it  would  appear,  is,  that  the  Guardians  had  appointed  a 
revising  officer,  who  was  never  qualified  for  the  situation,  and  has  never  taken 
any  pains  or  trouble  about  the  revision : nor  could  they,  till  a week  ago,  get 
the  rate-books  from  him,  to  enable  them  to  sign  the  books  and  collect  the  rates. 
However,  the  books  were  signed  and  warrants  issued,  and  I gave  the  collectors 
orders  to  collect  the  rates  immediately  ; but  unfortunately,  the  arrears  were 
not  included  in  the  present  warrant,  and  till  they  are,  the  warrants  must  stand 
over  before  they  can  be  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Flanagan  wished  to  have  an  adjourned  meeting,  in  two  or  three  days ; 
but  the  Chairman  who  had  signed  the  warrants  would  not  consent  to  do  so  till 
next  Board  day.  He  is  an  old  gentleman,  living  five  miles  from  this,  and 
unable  to  come  the  distance ; therefore  the  collection  will  necessarily  be  put  off 
for  a week ; but  I trust,  I shall  be  able  to  make  the  collectors  discharge  their 
duties.  I have  given  them  to  understand  that  the  rates  must  be  collected,  and 
that  without  delay,  and  that  if  they  could  not  do  it,  I must  find  others  who  could. 
I hope  in  the  course  of  a month,  a considerable  sum  may  be  collected.  One  of 
the  Board  proposed  that,  as  a rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound  had  been  struck, 
amounting  to  upwards  of  13,000/.,  which  would  be  immediately  collected,  and 
as  the  creditors,  including  the  principal  one  on  whose  supply  the  house  is  sup- 
ported, were  becoming  very  troublsome,  and  in  some  instances,  taking  legal 
proceedings  and  putting  them  to  unnecessary  expense,  he  proposed  to  memo- 
rialize the  Commissioners  for  a loan  of  7000/.,  on  the  security  of  the  rates,  to 
pay  off  their  liabilities,  and  commence  on  a different  principle,  as  at  present 
the  working  of  the  system  is  ruinous. 

The  paupers  are  fed  on  bread,  at  lie?,  per  4 lb.  loaf,  which  in  Longford  is 
5d. ; and  cash  price  here  Id.  Milk,  if  such  it  can  be  called,  at  a most  exor- 
bitant charge,  9 d.  per  gallon.  In  fact  the  contractors,  knowing  the  position  of 
the  Guardians,  can  do  and  will  do  as  they  please.  I thought  the  proposition  a 
very  good  one,  and  the  memorial  was  brought  to  me  to  forward,  with  any 
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remarks  I might  have  to  make.  I told  the  gentleman,  a magistrate,  that  I 
could  not  conscientiously  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  recommend  the  Com- 
missioners to  advance  the  required  loan  on  these  terms ; but  if  the  Board 
would  pledge  themselves  to  leave  the  sums  that  are  now  to  be  collected,  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer  untouched  till  the  loan  is  liquidated,  I would  then  have 
no  objection  to  make  the  request ; nor  did  I think,  under  the  very  trying  cir- 
cumstances, the  Commissioners  would  refuse.  From  the  little  experience  I 
have  had  I could  not  recommend  the  advance  of  money  on  the  security  of  the 
rates,  except  in  the  manner  I proposed ; and  I will  undertake,  if  I am  spared, 
that  not  a fraction  of  the  new  rate  is  touched  till  the  amount  of  the  loan  is 
secure ; and,  rest  assured,  I will  enforce  a collection,  as  I am  confident  and 
am  assured  that  there  is  ample  means  to  meet  the  rates,  except  in  some  few 
cases.  This  matter  is  again  to  be  brought  before  the  Board  on  Tuesday  next, 
and  the  memorial  will  be  accordingly  drawn  up;  and  I -would  beg  of  the 
Commissioners  to  let  me  know  if  such  a proposal  would  be  entertained  by 
them.  Should  the  Commissioners  comply,  it  will  afford  me  an  opportunity  of 
extricating  the  Union  out  of  a difficulty,  and  enable  me  to  bring  it  in  the  course 
of  a very  short  time  to  the  order  and  discipline  which  the  Commissioners  have 
laid  down  in  their  instructions ; but  if  not,  I fear  the  result  will  be  fatal. 

The  poor-house  is  in  such  a state  of  infection  from  fever,  and  the  Guardians 
in  the  habit  of  daily  sending  paupers  there  to  such  an  overcrowded  house,  that 
it  is  not  safe  for  the  officers  or  inmates  to  be  among  them,  and  with  your 
sanction  I would  wish  to  put  a stop  to  it.  I spoke  to  the  medical  officer  this 
day,  and  begged  of  him  to  look  out  for  a couple  of  houses  ; and  I now  enclose 
a tender  for  one,  15/.  per  quarter,  or  50/.  a-year.  One  I purpose  for  the  female 
children,  and  the  other  for  the  male,  removing  the  schoolmaster  and  mistress 
with  each  ; and  I would  suggest  the  removal  of  the  fever  patients  to  the  new 
hospital,  and  the  wards  which  were  occupied  by  them  to  be  whitewashed,  and 
fumigated  for  one  week.  I shall  then  be  able  to  receive  the  able-bodied  appli- 
cants for  relief,  and  thereby  avoid  the  out-cloor  relief,  which,  from  experience, 
I will  always  discountenance. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Harrison  to  Captain  Evans  December  23,  1847. 

I propose  giving  you  the  use  of  the  house  of  Coolmeen,  and  put  it  into  repair,  at  50/. 
per  annum.  I think  it  would  accommodate  about  200  persons,  and  in  a very  healthy 
situation. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  27,  1847. 

I am  directed  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  your  taking  the 
two  houses  referred  to  for  the  accommodation  of  children,  and  also  of  the  steps 
taken  by  you  as  to  the  fever  hospital. 

I am,  at  the  same  time,  directed  to  say,  that  the  Commissioners  have  resolved  to 
dissolve  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Roscommon  Union ; and  the  order  for  that 
purpose  is  issued  this  day. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Guardians,  with  Order  dissolving  the  Board : — 
December  27,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  the  state  of  the  Ros- 
common Union,  particularly  with  reference  to  its  financial  embarrassments,  and 
the  consequent  inadequacy  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Guardians 
for  affording  relief  to  the  destitute  poor  of  the  Union. 

It  appears  that  the  Union  is  no  less  than  7000/.  in  debt,  on  account  of  its 
current  expenses  ; that  it  owes  3000/.  to  its  baker  alone ; that  consequently  the 
price  of  bread  purchased  by  the  Guardians  is  4 d.  per  loaf  higher  than  the 
market  price  for  ready  money ; and  that  the  price  of  milk  purchased  by  them 
is  likewise  exorbitantly  high. 

It  further  appears  that,  although  the  net  annual  value  of  the  Union  is 
85,873/.,  the  Guardians  have  only  collected  2625/.  during  eight  months  of  the 
present  year. 

Moreover,  the  Commissioners  are  informed  by  their  Inspector,  Captain  Evans, 
that  the  Guardians  have  signed  the  rate-books  for  a new  rate,  and  have  issued 
to  the  collectors  their  warrant  for  the  collection  of  the  new  rate,  -without 
having  included  therein  the  arrears  of  the  old  rate. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  have  felt  themselves  bound 
seriously  to  consider  whether  the  Guardians  have  effectually  discharged  their 
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duty,  and  whether  there  is  any  reasonable  prospect  that  the  finances  of  the 
Union  can  be  restored  to  a satisfactory  state  while  the  present  system  of 
management  continues. 

On  the  whole,  the  Commissioners  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
Union  could  not  have  fallen  into  such  a state  of  financial  embarrassment  without 
a serious  default  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians;  and  that  there  is  no 
prospect  of  improvement  for  the  future,  unless  the  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Union  is  transferred  to  different  hands. 

The  Commissioners,  therefore,  transmit  herewith  a sealed  order  for  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Roscommon  Board  of  Guardians ; and  they  will  proceed  forth- 
with to  appoint  paid  officers  to  administer  relief  to  the  destitute  poor  in 
the  Union,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts. 


Captain  Evans  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  28,  1847. 

I this  day  attended  the  Board  of  Guardians,  when  the  order  for  their 
dissolution  was  read,  and  the  Board  dissolved.  I trust  the  new  officers  will 
be  soon  sent  down,  as  the  distress  is  increasing  daily,  the  creditors  becoming 
clamorous,  and  the  collectors  unable  to  proceed  with  their  collection,  in  conse- 
quence of  not  getting  the  warrants  this  day. 


Captain  Evans  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  29,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  of  acknwledging  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant, 
approving  of  my  taking  the  two  houses  for  the  children,  and  also  the  steps  I 
proposed  as  to  the  fever  hospital. 

I have  already  taken  one  house,  and  will  put  it  into  thorough  repair  in  the 
course  of  a few  days,  but  I fearl  shall  have  some  difficulty  in  procuring  another. 
I shall  be  in  no  hurry  for  the  present,  as  the  medical  officer  procured  the  loan 
last  winter  of  two  tents,  which  if  erected  close  to  the  temporary  fever  hos- 
pital, with  a few  boards  for  flooring,  it  wrould  answer  well  for  the  had  cases, 
and  their  supplies  had  from  the  hospital,  and  attended  to  by  the  nurses  of  the 
establishment.  These  tents  are  capable  of  accommodating  at  least  12  patients 
each,  with  the  new  fever  hospital,  the  two  tents,  and  the  lunatic  ward,  which 
is  at  present  used  for  fever  patients,  and  which  has  a back  door  nearly  adjoining 
the  new  fever  hospital ; and  by  fastening  up  the  inner  door  and  plastering  it, 
the  communication  with  the  house  would  be  shut  out.  By  this  means  we 
might  make  room  for  at  least  300  in  the  house,  avoid  out-door  relief,  and  the 
expense  of  another  house.  The  poorliouse  has  been  so  much  neglected,  that  I 
find  there  are  at  present  near  100  persons,  who  have  recovered  from  fever  and 
other  diseases,  confined  to  their  beds  for  want  of  clothes,  and  upwards  of  500 
suffering  from  cough  and  chest  affections  for  the  want  of  sufficient  clothing,  &c. 


The  Commissioners  to  Count  Strzelecki  : — December  31,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy 
of  a report  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  Captain  Evans,  Tem- 
porary Inspector  ; and  in  reference  thereto  I am  to  state,  that  the  Commission- 
ers would  feel  much  obliged  if,  under  the  circumstances  therein  stated,  you- 
would  advance  to  them  as  a loan  the  sum  of  300/.,  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Roscommon  Union,  Messrs.  Hugh  O’Loughlin  and 
Peter  Quinn. 


Reply  to  the  above  - — January  3,  1848. 

I have  authorized  this  day  the  Commissary-General  to  transmit  to 
Captain  H.  Evans,  Temporary  Inspector  of  the  Roscommon  Union,  the  sum  of 
300/.,  to  he  applied  by  him  as  directed  in  your  letter,  viz.,  that  the  sum  is  to  be 
paid  over  by  him  to  Messrs.  Hugh  O’Loughlin  and  Peter  Quinn,  Vice- Guardians 
of  the  Union. 

I have  advised  Captain  H.  Evans  of  the  above. 


' The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  January  5,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  a communication  from  Count 
Strzelecki,  the  Secretary  of  the  British  Relief  Association,  stating  that  he  has 
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authorized  Commissary-General  Sir  R.  Routh  to  transmit  to  Captain  Evans, 
Temporary  Inspector,  the  sum  of  300/.,  to  be  placed  at  your  disposal  for  the 
use  of  the  Roscommon  Union. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  12,  1848. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  we  beg  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  affairs  of  this  Union  on  our  taking  charge  of  it  on  the  3rd 
instant : — 

We  found  1072  paupers  in  the  house  and  temporary  fever  hospital,  of  whom 
188  were  in  fever,  42  in  dysentery,  and  81  labouring  under  other  diseases. 
Many  of  the  fever  patients  were  in  the  body  of  the  house,  in  consequence  of 
the  deficiency  of  hospital  accommodation.  Owing  to  the  want  of  clothing,  we 
found  many  of  the  paupers  wearing  their  own  filthy  and  insufficient  clothes,  and 
thereby  increasing  the  unhealthiness  of  the  house.  Upwards  of  100  were  in  the 
convalescent  wards,  confined  to  their  beds  for  want  of  wearing  apparel ; thus 
retarding  their  own  recovery,  and  interfering  with  the  order  and  cleanliness  of 
the  establishment.  The  absence  of  the  master,  and  the  indisposition  of  the 
matron,  together  with  the  crowded  state  of  the  house,  account  for  the  very 
disorderly  and  dirty  state  in  which  we  found  it.  There  has  been  no  qualified 
person  in  charge  of  the  boys’  school  for  more  than  one  year,  which,  as  might 
be  expected,  exhibits  all  the  appearance  of  neglect,  numbers  of  them  being 
nearly  naked. 

The  dietary  in  use  was  a most  expensive  one ; the  cost  for  maintenance  for 
the  week  ending  the  1st  January,  was  2s.  4 \d.  each  pauper.  The  new  fever 
hospital  had  not  been  occupied,  and  was  very  deficient  in  accommodation, 
having  no  supply  of  water,  no  sewers,  no  water-closets  or  necessaries,  no  beds, 
bedding,  or  other  requisites,  and  no  boundary  wall  enclosing  it  or  the  poor-house. 

With  regard  to  the  finances  of  the  Union,  we  regret  to  state  that  nothing 
can  be  worse.  A sum  of  upwards  of  7000/.  is  due  to  the  various  contractors 
and  suppliers,  and  although  no  funds  were  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  yet  the 
Guardians  issued  cheques  upon  him  in  order  to  appease  the  parties  to  whom 
they  were  indebted,  to  the  amount  of  about  4600/. ; these  cheques  were  taken 
as  collateral  security,  and  bills  at  two  months’  date  discounted  for  the  holders 
by  the  National  Bank.  Most  of  these  bills  have  been  renewed  every  two  months, 
since  they  were  drawn. 

A rate  was  struck  in  December  last,  over  the  whole  Union,  the  collecting- 
books  made  out  and  the  collectors  appointed,  but  no  security  named  or  taken. 
The  arrears  which  had  accrued  since  1842  were  not  introduced,  nor  had  any 
decision  been  come  to  as  to  what  portion  was  recoverable.  Several  of  the 
collectors  of  1842  and  1844  are  not  to  be  found,  nor  are  their  accounts  or 
collecting-books.  According  to  a return  which  appears  on  the  minute-book 
on  the  23rd  March,  1847,  759/.  2s.  4c/.  is  in  this  unsatisfactory  state.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  and  other  irregularities,  the  ledger  has  not  been  posted  up  since 
March  last. 

Relieving  officers  had  been  appointed,  but  no  security  taken,  nor  any  further 
steps  adopted  towards  administering  out-door  relief. 

We  hope  on  Monday  next,  to  be  able  to  furnish  you  with  a detail  of  those 
means  which  we  have  adopted,  as  most  likely  to  insure  the  comfort  and  health 
of  the  inmates  at  the  least  possible  cost,  and  to  restore  the  credit  of  the  Union. 


Captain  Evans  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  13,  1848. 

In  acknowledging  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  enclosing  a list  of 
clothing  in  the  Government  stores,  a portion  of  which  you  have  intimated  is 
for  the  use  of  this  Union,  allow  me  to  assure  you  that  nothing  could  be  more 
acceptable  at  the  present  moment,  as  the  paupers  are  nearly  naked.  An  early 
order  on  the  stores  would  ever  oblige. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  15,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  a communication  from  Deputy  Com- 
missary-General Dobree,  stating  that  a portion  of  surplus  clothing,  &c.,  for  the 
use  of  the  Roscommon  Union,  has  been  forwarded  to  the  depot  at  Longford, 
where  it  may  be  obtained  on  arrival  by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Union. 
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The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  Captain  Maxwell,  Temporary  Inspector: 

November  22,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward,  for  your  information, 
the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  which  they  have  received,  relative  to  the  admi- 
nistration of  out-door  relief  in  the  Newcastle  Union,  in  which  a complaint  is 
made  of  the  conduct  of  one  of  the  relieving  officers.  r 


Enclosures. 

Mr.  Prendavill  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  : — November  12,  1847. 

, ' } BEO  y°w  attention  to  this  letter,  as  a gentleman  of  feeling  and  justice  to  the  poor,  this 

being  the  case  of  Michael  Kennelyavey,  a labouring  man,  at  present  in  distressed  state:  has 
seven  in  family  destitute  of  any,  or  the  least  means  of  support,  and  holds  not  one  perch  of  land 
from  or  under  any  person;  is  a native  of  the  parish  of  Ardagh;  holds  the  place  of  his  bed  from 
w ?,etj  quarter  ground  at  ten  and  sometimes  t welve  pounds  an  acre  in  the  neighbourhood 
which  failed  him ; as  a cess-payer  applied  for  relief  for  himself  and  family  to  a relfevincr  officer 
in  tne  parish  of  Ardagh,  in  the  Union  of  Newcastle,  whose  name  is  Daniel  Kennedy,  which  he 
.refused;  this  Kennedy  is  a partial  young  man,  of  no  feeling  to  the  most  distressed;  guided  by 
his  friends  and  relations,  who  treat  him  in  taverns  to  give  relief  to  well-wishers,  and  unless  this 
Kennedy  be  removed,  and  some  man  in  his  place  that  will  have  the  fear  and  love  of  God  I 
am  afraid  it  will  turn  this  tranquil  parish  to  a disturbed  parish,  as  this  is  not  the  only  com- 
plaint of  this  lad,  but  several  others ; for  it  is  topic  of  the  parish  his  being  a drunkard.  Many 
complaints  would  he  made  of  this  boy,  but  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  Board  of 
Guardians;  the  rich  worldling  inside  starving  the  poor  outside  in  the  gutter,  and  while  this  will 
be  the  case,  there  will  be  no  justice  done  the  poor.  We,  the  poor,  do  expect  you’ll  take  the 
matter  of  this  into  consideration,  and  many  w ill  pray. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Prendavill  -—November  22,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
m Ireland,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  in  which  you  state 
that  out-door  relief  has  been  refused  in  the  Newcastle  Union,  to  Michael  Keenelyavey  ; and  in 
reference  thereto,  I am  to  inform  you  that  a copy  of  your  letter  has  been  forwarded  to  Captain 
Maxwell,  the  Temporary  Inspector,  in  charge  of  the  Union. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners: — November  25,  1847. 

With  regard  to  your  communication  of  the  22nd  November,  1847, 
forwarding  a complaint  of  the  conduct  of  Daniel  Kennedy,  the  relieving 
officer  of  Newcastle  and  Ardagh  electoral  divisions,  I beg  to  state,  that  I have 
made  every  inquiry  in  my  power,  among  the  most  respectable  people  in  this 
locality,  as  to  this  man’s  character,  and  I find  that  he  is  considered  sober  and 
honest,  and  his  appointment  one  of  the  best  made  by  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
This  is  fully  corroborated  by  the  head  constable  of  the  police  force  stationed 
here,  who  has  known  him  for  five  years  and  a half.  The  writer  of  the  com- 
plaint is  not  known  in  this  neighbourhood. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  2,  1847. 

With  respect  to  the  annexed  communication,  I beg  to  state  that,  since 
my  letter  of  the  26th  November,  reporting  on  the  character  of  Daniel  Kennedy, 
one  of  the  relieving  officers  of  this  Union,  I have  succeeded  in  getting  further 
information,  and  find  that  the  writer  of  the  complaint  is  a man  of  the  name  of 
Prendavill  (not  Brendwill),  a farmer  holding  about  20  acres  of  land.  Michael 
Keenelyavey  is  his  son-in-law  and  reputed  heir ; he  has  constantly  resided  with 
him  and  assisted  in  tilling  the  farm.  On  these  grounds  the  relieving  officer 
refused  to  submit  his  name  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  out-door  relief. 
Keenelyavey  refused  to  go  to  the  poor-house,  and  says  that  “ he  got  meal  all 
last  summer,  and  does  not  see  why  he  should  not  get  it  now.” 

2 E 
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He  accuses  the  relieving  officer  of  partiality,  but  he  refused  to  give  me  any 
information  on  that  head,  or  clue  to  get  at  the  truth,  and  said  “ he  dare  not  do 
so — that  his  life  would  not  be  safe  if  he  did.”  I regret  to  state  that,  in  my 
opinion,  this  feeling  is  universal. 

The  feeding  of  40,000  persons,  out  of  a population  of  60,000  during  last  year, 
has  been  the  cause  of  incredible  mischief  in  this  district. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Prendavill: — December  9,  1847. 

Adverting  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  in  which  you  complain 
that  the  relieving  officer  in  the  parish  of  Ardagh,  in  the  Newcastle  Union,  had 
refused  out-door  relief  to  Michael  Keenelyavey,  I am  directed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners to  inform  you,  that  having  communicated  with  their  Inspector,  Mr. 
Maxwell,  they  think  that  the  relieving  officer  acted  correctly  in  refusing  out- 
door relief  to  Michael  Keenelyavey,  who,  they  understand,  refused  to  go  into 
the  workhouse.; 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Maxwell  : — November  22,  1847. 

I AM  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  copy 
of  an  order  issued  by  them  on  the  1st  instant,  authorising  relief  out  of  the  work- 
house  to  the  destitute  able-bodied  in  the  Newcastle  Union ; together  with  a copy 
of  a report  from  Mr.  Hancock,  as  to  jthe  manner  in  which  that  order  has  been 
carried  out. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  inquire,  and  report 
at  your  earliest  convenience,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  tne  relieving  officers  have 
discharged  their  duties  under  that  order,  and  generally  in  the  administration  of 
relief,  especially  with  reference  to  the  question  of  whether  any  of;the  parties 
relieved  were  of  a class  to  whom  relief  is  declared  by  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Act  to  be  unlawful. 

The  Commissioners  think  that  you  should  administratively  call  upon  each 
relieving  officer  to  explain  the  course  which  he  has  pursued,  and  that  you  should, 
if  necessary,  take  the  evidence  on  oath  on  the  same  subject  of  intelligent  individuals 
who  have  witnessed  the  relieving  officer’s  proceedings. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  of  the  highest  importance  that  any  relieving  officer 
should  be  made  personally  responsible  for  any  relief  which  he  may  have  given 
contrary  to  law ; and  they  are  desirous  that  you  should  be  particularly  careful  in 
bringing  to  light  any  instances  of  misconduct  on  this  subject  on  their  part. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  24,  1847. 

In  obedience  to  your  instruction,  I examined  each  relieving  officer, 
and  I find  that  none  of  them  have  acted  up  to  their  instructions.  They 
have  but  in  very  few  instances,  visited  the  dwellings  of  the  applicants  for  out- 
door relief.  They  have  not  made  themselves  personally  acquainted,  with  the 
circumstances  of  each  case  in  their  district.  At  first,  they  contented  themselves 
with  admitting  on  their  lists,  every  person  recommended  to  them  by:  the  rate- 
payers ; but  latterly,  considerable  reductions  have  been  made.  Their  books, 
except  in  one  or  two  instances,  are  not  kept  in  a satisfactory  manner,  nor  pro- 
perly initialed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  They  plead 
ignorance,  and  complain  that  their  districts  are  so  extensive,  that  they  are 
unable  to  accomplish  all  the  duties  required  of  them ; that  they  are  required 
to  attend  three  days  in  the  week  at  the  food  depots,  and  two  other  days  at’  the 
Board  of  Guardians ; and  “ that  their  lives  are  not  safe,  if  they  strike  off,  or 
refuse  applicants  for  out-door  relief.”  Previous  to  the  1st  of  November,  they 
acknowledge  having  given  out-door  relief  to  persons  having  more  than  a quarter 
of  an  acre  of  laud ; since  that  period,  they  say  that  they  have  relieved  none  of 
that  class. 

Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I informed  them  that  they  were  responsible, 
as  well  as  their  securities,  for  any  relief  they  had  given,  or  might  give,  contrary 
to  law ; and  that  I should  use  every  exertion  in  my  power,  to  bring  any  instance 
of  misconduct  on  their  parts,  under  the  notice  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 
I also  called  their  particular  attention  to  their  instructions. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Relieving  Officers  of  the  Union : — 
November  29,  184 7. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  inform  you,  that  they  have 
received  a report  from  their  Inspector,  Captain  Maxwell,  relative  to  the  admi- 
nistration of  out-door  relief  in  .the  Newcastle  Union,  in  which  he  states  that 
having,  in  pursuance  of  the  Commissioners’  instructions,  examined  each  of  the 
relieving  officers,  he  finds  that  none  of  them  have  acted  up  to  their  instructions ; 
that  they  have,  but  in  very  few  instances,  visited  the  dwellings  of  the  applicants 
for  out-door  relief;  that  they  have  not  made  themselves  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances  of  each  case  in  their  districts ; that  at  first  they  put  on 
their  lists  every  person  recommended  to  them  by  the  rate-payers,  though 
latterly  considerable  reductions  have  been  made;  and  that  their  books,  except 
in  one  or  two  instances,  are  not  kept  in  a satisfactory  manner,  nor  properly 
initialed  by  the  chairman. 

In  reference  to  this  report,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  to 
you,  that  they  are  desirous  of  pointing  out  that  you  are  only  authorized  to 
give  relief  on  certain  conditions,  and  that  these  conditions  must  be  strictly 
complied  with. 

With  regard  to  your  fear  as  to  striking  off,  or  refusing  applicants  for  relief, 
you  must  remember  that  the  power  of  granting  regular  relief  is  vested  solely 
in  the  Board  of  Guardians ; and  that  your  power,  as  relieving  officer,  is  merely 
provisional,  in  reference  to  cases  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity. 

You  will  particularly  observe,  that  the  mere  fact  of  supposed  distress  would 
not  justify  you  in  giving  provisional  relief,  under  the  7th  section  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Extension  Act.  In  order  to  render  such  relief  legal,  the  case  of 
necessity  must  be  sudden  as  well  as  urgent.  Hence,  it  is  extremely  improbable 
that  you  will  have  grounds  for  giving  provisional  relief  during  any  two  suc- 
cessive weeks  to  the  same  individual ; for  although  in  the  second  week  the 
necessity  might  be  urgent,  it  would  scarcely,  in  ordinary  cases,  be  sudden. 
And  the  case  should,  in  the  meanwhile,  be  brought  before  the  Board  of 
Guardians  for  their  decision. 

The  Commissioners  again  send  to  you  a copy  of  the  out-door  relief  order, 
defining  your  duties,  and  they  caution  you  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  course 
pointed  out  to  you  by  the  Commissioners  in  that  order;  and  on  no  account 
whatever  to  give  any  relief  to  applicants,  except  as  far  as  you  are  authorized 
by  the  7th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  by  the  Com- 
missioners’ regulations. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners: — November  24,  1847. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union 
yesterday.  The  attendance  was  very  small.  The  chairman,  the  vice-chairman, 
and  Lord.  Devon’s  agent  were  absent. 

The  indiscriminate  out-door  relief  given  at  first,  in  some  of  the  electoral 
divisions  in  this  Union,  particularly  Ballingarry,  and  the  subsequent  withdrawal 
of  it,  has  caused  very  serious  mischief.  The  members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
and  the  relieving  'officers  appear  to  me  to  be,  more  or  less,  labouring  under 
intimidation;  and  I am  afraid  there  will  be  considerable  difficulty  in  getting 
them  to  discharge  their  duties,  in  a proper  manner.  Almost  immediately  after 
the  commencement  of  business,  a mob  of  about  300  persons  from  the  Ballin- 
garry electoral  division,  marched  in  a body,  to  the  gate  of  the  workhouse, 
demanding  admittance  in  a most  threatening  manner,  and  apparently  inclined 
to  be  very  violent.  The  hall  was  occupied  by  a guard  of  an  officer  and  16  of 
the  constabulary,. and  Mr.  Smith,  the  resident  magistrate,  with  a company  of 
infantry  and  half  a troop  of  Dragoons  soon  after  came  up  and  occupied  the 
ground  in  front  of  the  building.  The  mob  soon  became  less  violent,  and  a few 
of  the  most  intelligent  of  them  having  been  sent  for  by  the  Guardians,  preferred 
a variety  of  complaints  against  their  relieving  officer  for  striking  them,  the 
poorer  classes,  off  the  lists,  and  keeping  on  tradesmen  and  others,  in  better 
circumstances.  This,  however,  they  either  could  not  or  would  not  prove ; but 
retired,  promising  that  a few  of  them  (four  or  six)  would  return  on  the  next 
day  of  meeting,  and  give  the  necessary  information.  The  mob  quietly  dispersed, 
at  about  4 o’clock,  p.m. 
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Newcastle  Union.  Soon  after,  the  Guardians,  one  by  one,  retired,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest 

difficulty  I could  induce  two  members  to  remain  and  attend  to  the  routine 
business  of  the  Union,  which  was  not  concluded  till  after  6 o’clock,  p.m. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a recurrence  of  this  scene  will  not  again  happen,  and  I 
trust  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  will  recover  the  proper  feeling  of  confidence 
and  determination,  to  enable  them  to  meet  their  difficulties.  No  exertion  shall 
be  spared  on  my  part,  to  accomplish  tills  point,  and  put  matters  on  a proper 
footing  in  the  Union. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — November  29,  1847. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  the  diffi- 
culty occasioned  by  the  indiscriminate  out-door  relief  given  in  the  first 
instance,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  call  your  particular  attention 
to  the  circumstance,  that  the  relieving  officer  is  only  authorised  to  grant  relief 
provisionally,  under  the  7th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  in 
cases  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity.  It  will  thus  be  perceived,  that  distress 
would  not  in  itself,  justify  the  relieving  officer  in  granting  relief  under  that 
section : the  necessity  which  alone  can  render  such  relief  legal,  ought  to  be 
sudden  as  well  as  urgent. 

The  Commissioners  think,  that,  if  the  point  is  fully  understood  in  the  Union, 
it  may  tend  to  prevent  improper  applications  to  the  relieving  officers. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Maxwell: — November  29,  1847* 

I am  directed  by  the  Commirsioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed 
extract,  from  the  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 
Newcastle  Union,  on  the  23rd  instant,  relative  to  complaints  which  were  made 
against  the  Ballingarry  relieving  officer,  that  he  issued  relief  to  persons  who 
were  not  destitute,  and  refused  relief  to  persons  really  destitute : I am  to 
request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  your 
observations  on  the  subject. 

Enclosure. 

Extract  from  the  Guardians’  Minutes,  23rd  November,  1847. 

Complaints  were  made  of  the  Ballingarry  relieving  officer,  who  was  in  attendance, 
that  he  issued  relief  to  persons  who  were  not  destitute,  and  refused  relief  to  persons  really 
destitute. 

The  relieving  officer  being  questioned  as  to  those  statements,  acknowledged  that  he  relieved 
persons  whom  he  considered  at  the  time,  proper  objects  for  relief;  but,  on  further  inquiry, 
discovered  they  were  not  so,  and  immediately  struck  them  off  his  books. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  1,  1847. 

I have  made  every  inquiry  in  my  power,  into  the  efficiency  of  the 
Ballingarry  relieving  officer,  and  I consider  that  he  is  not  fit  for  his  situation. 
He  is  an  excessively  stupid  man ; his  books  and  accounts  are  in  a most  unsatis- 
factory state,  and  he  is  so  intimidated,  that  he  has  not  done  his  duty.  His 
district  is  a very  poor  one,  and  inhabited  by  a most  lawless  set  of  people ; and 
it  was  in  this  district  that  the  wanton  abuse  of  out-door  relief  (reported  on  by 
Mr.  Hancock,  17th  November,  1847,)  was  committed. 

I am  given  to  understand  from  the  most  respectable  authority,  that  this 
relieving  officer  has  a very  large  connexion  in  Ballingarry,  and  that  he  has  not 
been  acting  with  impartiality. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Barry,  Relieving  Officer : — December  4,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that,  having  seen  by  the 
Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Newcastle  Union,  on 
the  23rd  ultimo,  that  complaints  were  made  that  you  issued  relief  to  persons 
who  were  not  destitute,  and  refused  relief  to  persons  really  destitute,  they 
requested  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Maxwell,  to  furnish  them  with  his  observations 
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on  the  subject,  and  they  have  now  received  a report  of  your  general  unfitness 
for  the  office  of  relieving  officer,  and  of  your  not  having  kept  the  accounts, 
and  relieving  officers’  books,  properly. 

In  reference  to  this  complaint,  and  the  subsequent  report,  I am  directed  by 
the  Commissioners  to  inform  you,  that  the  Commissioners  have  caused  a sealed 
order  to  be  prepared  for  your  removal  from  your  office,  and  that  the  order  will 
be  forthwith  issued,  unless  the  Commissioners  receive  from  you  a satisfactory 
explanation  of  your  conduct. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  1,  1S47- 

I beg  to  report,  with  regard  to  the  poor-house  of  this  Union,  that  I have 
made  several  minute  inspections  of  it  during  the  week.  I found  every  part  of 
it  clean,  and  particularly  well  ventilated ; no  fever  in  it,  and,  apparently,  every 
attention  paid  to  their  duties  by  the  master  and  matron.  I had  occasion  to 
make  one  or  more  unimportant  suggestions,  which  were  at  once  attended  to. 

There  are  two  houses  in  the  town,  occupied  by  children  of  both  sexes.  In 
my  opinion,  they  are  crowded  to  excess.  Both  these  houses  are  very  old,  and 
in  very  bad  repair. 

The  clerk  of  the  Union  appears  to  be  most  attentive  to  his  duties,  and  has 
examined  personally,  into  the  accounts  of  the  collectors  every  week. 

Two  or  three  of  the  relieving  officers  appear  to  be  exerting  themselves  to  do 
their  duty  ; but  I am  afraid  the  majority  are  not  fit  for  their  situation ; they  are 
so  completely  under  intimidation  that  they  are  not  acting  strictly  up  to  their 
instructions.  Some  of  them  state  they  are  paying  assistants,  to  enable  them  to 
get  through  their  business.  I have  again  called  their  special  attention  to  their 
instructions,  and  read  them  your  communication  of  29th  November. 

I have  consulted  with  some  of  the  Guardians  well  acquainted  with  the  indi- 
vidual, and,  from  their  representations  and  my  own  observation,  I beg  to  report 
that  Mr.  Barry,  relieving  officer  for  the  Ballingarry  electoral  division,  is  totally 
unfit  for  his  situation. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  met  yesterday  at  the  usual  hour,  when  there  was 
a good  attendance,  and  several  ex-officio  Guardians  present.  Having  called  their 
particular  attention  to  your  circular  of  26th  August,  they  resolved  to  hasten 
the  completion  of  the  idiot  wards,  which,  when  finished,  would  afford  accom- 
modation to  50  paupers  or  upwards.  They  also  resolved  to  appoint  a Committee, 
to  procure  additional  accommodation,  and  to  report  thereon  at  the  adjourned 
meeting,  to  be  held  on  Saturday  next. 

The  Board  also  resolved  to  meet  again  the  day  following,  viz.,  Wednesday, 
1st  December,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  and  revising  the  relieving  officers’ 
books. 

No  step  has  yet  been  taken  to  follow  out  your  orders  of  the  1st  November, 
with  regard  to  “ out-door  relief  being  given  in  cooked  food,”  nor  has  “a  task 
of  work  during  eight  hours  at  least,  of  every  day”  been  demanded. 

The  applicants  for  admission  to  the  poor-house,  and  for  out-door  relief,  were 
very  numerous ; but  they  were  not  inclined  to  violence,  or  used  any  threats. 
There  was  no  attendance  of  police  or  military  required. 

The  collectors  of  the  poor-rates  are  represented  to  me  as  active  respectable 
men,  and  I believe  they  have  been  using  every  exertion  to  collect  the  rates. 

I am  informed,  from  the  most  respectable  sources,  that  there  exists  no  com- 
bination against  the  payment  of  rents  in  this  district.  The  holders  of  small 
portions  of  land  are  giving  up  their  land,  in  considerable  numbers,  in  order  to 
obtain  out-door  relief.  I have  particularly  cautioned  the  relieving  officers  to 
ascertain,  personally,  each  applicant’s  circumstances. 

Several  outrages  have  occurred  in  this  neighbourhood : houses  have  been 
attacked,  arms  seized,  cattle  slaughtered  ; and,  on  Monday  night  last,  a conflict 
took  place,  in  which  one  man  was  killed,  another  wounded  and  taken  prisoner, 
and  the  head  constable  of  police  wounded  by  a bullet  in  the  arm. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  4,  1847- 
In  reference  to  your  remarks  regarding  the  crowded  state  of  the  house 
in  the  town,  which  have  been  hired  by  the  Guardians,  and  which  are  occupied 
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Newcastle  Union,  by  the  children  from  the  workhouse,  the  Commissioners  request  you  to  direct 
your  particular  attention  to  these  houses,  and  to  name  to  the  Commissioners 
the  maximum  number,  which  in  your  opinion,  they  ought  to  contain,  as  the 
Commissioners  are  fully  prepared  to  affix  a limit  to  the  number  by  a sealed 
order. 

In  regard  to  the  relieving  officer  of  Ballingarry,  the  Commissioners  have 
addressed  him,  acquainting  him  that  they  have  received  a report  of  his  general 
unfitness  for  the  office,  and  of  his  not  having  kept  the  accounts  and  relieving 
officers’  books  properly  ; and  they  have  acquainted  him  that  they  have  caused 
a sealed  order  to  be  prepared  for  his  removal  from  his  office ; and  that  the 
Commissioners  will  issue  the  order  forthwith,  unless  they  receive  from  him  a 
satisfactory  explanation  of  his  conduct. 

The  Commissioners  will  pursue  a similar  course  with  any  of  the  relieving 
officers  whom  you  may  report  to  them  as  incompetent,  or  unfit  for  the  office. 


Mr.  Barry  to  the  Commissioners: — December  6,  1847. 

With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  4th  instant,  calling  on 
me,  under  pain  of  removal,  to  furnish  you  with  a satisfactory  explanation  of 
my  conduct,  in  the  execution  of  my  duty  as  relieving  officer  of  the  district  of 
Ballingarry,  I have  most  respectfully  to  say,  that  this  communication  takes  me 
by  surprise,  as  I have  always  endeavoured  to  discharge  my  duty  in  that 
capacity  faithfully  and  unexceptionally. 

I admit  that  there  had  been  a malicious  complaint  made  to  the  Newcastle 
Board  by  persons  to  whom  I had  denied  provisional  relief;  but  I deny,  in  the 
strongest  maimer,  that  I have  knowingly  given  any  relief  to  persons  not  really 
destitute,  or  denied  it  to  those  who  were  really  so ; and  because  I had  fear- 
lessly denied  relief  to  those  whom  I did  not  consider  really  destitute,  and 
struck  off  others  from  the  lists  who  imposed  themselves  as  such,  they  have 
falsely  forged  a malicious  libel  against  me,  which,  by  your  circular,  appears 
to  have  been  placed  on  the  minutes  of  the  Newcastle  Board.  Now  I most 
solemnly  aver,  that  that  report  is  false  and  malicious ; and  that  it  has  been 
placed  on  the  minutes  without  due  investigation ; and  that  if  I had  not  believed 
such  report  to  be  quashed  as  untenable,  when  presented  to  the  Board,  I would 
insist  on  its  being  duly  investigated  on  oath ; for  I conscientiously  believe  that 
it  could  not,  in  any  manner,  be  virtually  sustained  ; and  so  far  as  this,  I must 
say  that  I am  very  unjustly  dealt  with. 

As  to  the  report  and  relief  lists  not  being,  in  some  instances,  duly  filled  up, 

I must  say  that  if  there  are  some  defects,  which  I presume  are  few,  particularly 
in  those  of  which  I have  charge,  because  they  have  been  adjudged  unexception- 
able by  the  Board,  this  is  principally  owing  to  want  of  time,  as  it  is  impossible 
for  one  individual  to  attend  both  to  the  due  filling  of  books  and  investigation 
of  the  various  calls  of  this  wide  and  extensive  district,  which  is  as  large  as  two, 
with  an  amount  of  distress  as  great. 

As  to  the  Commissioners  having  caused  a sealed  order  to  be  prepared  for  my 
removal  unless  I could  satisfactorily  explain  my  conduct,  I must  say  that  I 
feel  sorry  that  any  spurious  report,  without  due  investigation,  should  force  the 
Commissioners  to  this  necessity ; and  that  were  I to  have  knowingly  trans- 
gressed any  law  or  rule  which  I was  enjoined  to  observe,  in  the  execution  of 
my  duty,  or  if  I had  shamefully,  as  was  falsely  reported,  given  relief  to  persons 
not  really  destitute,  while  I denied  it  to  those  who  were  really  so,  I would  not 
wait  to  be  ignominiously  removed,  but  should  be  the  first  to  notify  my  resig- 
nation ; but  I have  never,  to  my  knowledge,  transgressed  in  any  manner,  and 
therefore  this  proceeding  considerably  pains  me,  not  for  the  value  of  the 
troublesome  and  unprofitable  situation  I now  hold,  and  which  I am  willing — 
even  happy — at  any  moment  to  yield  up ; but  because  an  opinion  should  be 
had  of  me,  even  by  the  Commissioners,  so  foreign  to  my  feelings, . and  I must 
say,  to  common  justice. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Maxwell  -.—-December  8,  1847. 

With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  1st  instant,  relative  to  the 
incapacity  of  the  relieving  officer  for  Ballingarry  district,  in  Newcastle  Union, 
I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  communi- 
cation, which  they  have  received  on  the  subject  from  Mr.  Barry,  the  relieving 
officer  in  question ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report 
to  the  Commissioners,  in  detail  thereon. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  11,  1S47. 

In  compliance  with  your  communication  of  December  8,  requesting  me 
to  report  on  annexed  letter  of  Mr.  Barry,  relieving  officer  of  Ballingarry,  I beg 
to  observe,  that  many  complaints  were  made  to  me  of  this  man’s  incapacity 
and  partiality  in  general,  but  I failed  in  getting  any  one  to  give  me  positive, 
direct  information  on  the  subject,  complainants  always  saying  that  they  were 
afraid  to  do  so. 

However,  on  consulting  two  persons  of  the  most  unquestionable  respecta- 
bility, who  know  Mr.  Barry  well,  I was  informed  (under  a promise  not  to 
reveal  their  names)  that  he  was  a most  unfit  man  for  his  office ; that,  among 
other  instances,  he  had  given  out-door  relief  to  a mason  and  another  man  while 
in  employment ; and  that  he  had  a large  connexion  in  the  district,  which  mili- 
tated against  his  acting  with  independence  and  impartiality. 

The  acting  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  informed  me,  that  on  pro- 
ceeding to  initial  his  books,  he  found  them  so  slovenly  and  in  such  a state  of 
confusion,  that  he  refused  to  do  so.  He  since  has  made  out  entirely  new  relief 
lists.  I had  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  at  their  last 
meeting,  to  the  maimer  in  which  his  Receipt  and  Expenditure  Book  was 
kept. 

In  some  instances,  Mr.  Barry  certainly  did  refuse  to  submit  applicants  for 
relief  very  properly,  and  the  Board  of  Guardians  confirmed  his  decisions ; but 
in  my  opinion,  he  is  a slow  man,  and  has  not  the  decision,  requisite  to  fulfil  his 
arduous  duties.  His  district  is  very  large,  very  populous,  very  poor,  and  inha- 
bited by  a most  lawless  people,  and  he  is  evidently  labouring  under  intimi- 
dation. 

The  Board,  at  their  last  meeting,  passed  a resolution,  to  apply  for  the  Com- 
missioners’ sanction  to  appoint  a second  relieving  officer  for  the  Ballingarry 
electoral  division. 


Observations  of  Mr.  Hancock  on  the  Resolution  of  the  Guardians  to  apply 
for  sanction  to  the  appointment  of  a second  Relieving  Officer  for  the  Ballin- 
garry district. 

It  appears  to  me  the  present  relieving  officer  is  not  competent  to  dis- 
charge his  duty ; previous  to  a second  being  appointed,  one  good  and  efficient 
officer  should  be  tried. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Guardians,  Newcastle  Union: — 
December'  13,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  Newcastle  Union,  that  they  deemed  it  right  to  call  upon 
Mr.  Barry,  relieving  officer  of  the  Ballingarry  division,  for  an  explanation  in 
regard  to  the  complaints  made  against  him,  as  recorded  in  the  Guardians 
minutes  of  the  23rd  ultimo.  They  have  received  a reply  from  him  which  they 
did  not  consider  satisfactory,  and  they  have  since  communicated  with  Mr.  Han- 
cock and  Mr.  Maxwell  on  the  subject;  and  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  they  deemed  it  right  to  remove  Mr.  Barry  from  his  situation. 

A copy  of  a letter  tins  day  addressed  to  him  on  the  subject,  is  enclosed. 

Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Barrt,  Relieving  Officer : — December  13,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
in  Ireland,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  explaining  the  manner 
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Newcastle  Union. ' in  which  you  have  discharged  the  duties  of  relieving  officer  in  the  Ballingarry  electoral  division 

of  the  Newcastle  Union ; and  in  reference  thereto,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to 

state,  that  both  of  the  inspectors  connected  with  the  Union,  are  of  opinion  that  you  are  unfit 
for  the  office  ; and  as  it  is  of  the  deepest  importance  to  the  rate-payers,  that  the  relieving  officer 
of  Ballingarry  division  should  be  active,  resolute,  and  discriminating,  the  Commissioners  have 
deemed  it  right  to  remove  you  from  your  present  office. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  are  far  from  intending  to  reflect  on  your  moral  character, 
and  they  regret  to  be  obliged  to  take  the  step  which  they  have  now  adopted.  But  the  Commis- 
sioners cannot  but  feel  that  the  interests  of  the  public  service  are  paramount  to  all  personal 
considerations,  and  in  the  present  state  of  the  Newcastle  Union,  the  Commissioners  regard  it  as 
their  bounden  duty  not  to  acquiesce  in  the  continuance  in  office  of  an  individual  who  is  unequal 
to  the  emergencies  of  the  occasion. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  6,  1 847. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  7th  inst. 

Having  called  their  attention  again  to  Mr.  Hancock’s  report  on  the  manner 
in  which  out-door  relief,  under  the  Commissioners’  order  of  the  1st  November, 
had  been  administered  in  this  Union,  and  having  inquired  whether  any  steps 
had  since  been  taken  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  that  order,  I was  in- 
formed that  the  cost  of  superintendence  and  material  had  hitherto  prevented 
their  demanding  a task  of  labour  from  the  able-bodied ; but  that  they  were 
anxious  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Commissioners  as  far  as  possible ; and  a 
resolution  was  passed  to  form  a Committee  to  consider  the  subject. 

With  regard  to  relief  being  given  in  cooked  food,  it  was  stated  that  the  distress 
was  so  great,  and  the  districts  so  extensive,  that  this  would  be  attended  with 
very  great  expense ; that  it  had  been  tried  under  the  Relief  Commission,  and 
had  failed. 

I was  also  informed,  that  the  Committee  formed  on  the  last  day  of  meeting 
for  that  purpose,  had  not  yet  succeeded  in  obtaining  extra  workhouse  accommo- 
dation ; but  they  were  making  every  exertion  to  accomplish  that  point. 

The  Guardians  had  also  called  on  their  contractor  to  complete  the  idiot 
wards  as  soon  as  possible,  which  would  give  considerable  accommodation.  He 
states  they  will  be  ready  for  occupation  in  a month. 

I also  called  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  subject  that  their  out-door 
relief,  last  week,  amounted  to  580/.,  whereas  the  collection  of  the  rates  was  only 
463/.  Also  that  the  numbers  of  out-door  relief  recipients  was  increasing,  parti- 
cularly in  the  Ballingarry  electoral  d ivision.  In  the  week  ending  1 3th  N ovember, 
1847,  3376  persons  received  10  tons  of  meal.  In  the  last  week,  ending 
Saturday,  4th  December,  5176  persons  received  8 tons  15  cwt. 

I regret  to  find  that,  with  one  exception,  in  no  part  of  this  Union  is  there 
any  employment  for  the  labouring  class. 


Reply  to  the  above  -.—December  13,  1847. 

As  regards  the  requirements  of  the  Commissioners’  order  of  the  1st 
instant,  that  all  relief  under  it  be  given  in  cooked  food,  and  that  every  able- 
bodied  male  person  relieved  under  it  shall  be  set  to  perform  a task  of  work,  I 
am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  think  that  the  experience  under  the  Tem- 
porary Relief  Act,  has  shown  clearly  that  cooked  rations  can  be  provided  at  a 
comparatively  moderate  expense,  and  at  the  same  time  are  not  so  attractive  to 
paupers  as  raw  food.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  providing  cooked  food 
should,  in  the  Commissioners’  opinion,  be  insisted  on. 

The  Commissioners  think  also  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  providing 
work  for  the  able-bodied,  if  the  Guardians  are  in  earnest  in  endeavouring  to 
provide  it ; and  the  weekly  expense  of  the  out-door  relief,  under  the  present 
system,  is  so  great,  that  the  Commissioners  are  convinced  that  it  is  peculiarly 
desirable  that  a labour-test  should  be  enforced,  in  order  to  deter  the  indolent 
and  careless  from  endeavouring  to  subsist  on  the  labour  of  the  honest  and 
industrious  rate-payers. 


; Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  15,  1847. 

I beg  to  state  that  during  the  past  week,  I have  caused  the  walls  inside 
the  workhouse  to  be  thoroughly  swept  and  whitewashed,  and  also  that  the 
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windows  should  be  cleaned ; and  I have  insisted  on  as  much  employment  as 
possible  being  given  to  the  able-bodied  inmates  of  the  house.  I have  given 
directions  that  stone-breaking,  gravelling,  and  rolling  walks,  digging  and  raking 
grounds,  weeding,  &c.  & c.,  be  carried  on,  when  the  weather  will  admit. 

At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  14th 
inst.,  I called  their  attention  to  your  communication  of  the  13th  December, 
pointing  out  the  very  great  expenditure  of  their  present  system  of  out-door 
relief;  and  I again  urged  on  them  the  advantage  of  complying  with  your 
instructions  on  that  head,  and  I am  happy  to  say  that  a resolution  was  passed 
that  cooked  food  should  henceforward  be  issued  to  the  able-bodied  in  the 
electoral  divisions  of  Ballingarry  and  Abbeyfeale,  and  Committees  were 
formed  to  that  effect.  In  Ballingarry  there  are  two  boilers  ready,  but  I under- 
stand that  there  are  few,  if  any,  in  the  other  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union. 

A Committee  was  also  formed  to  clear  the  house  of  the  impotent  class,  and 
widow's  with  children,  who  had  homes  to  go  to,  to  make  room  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  able-bodied. 

The  Guardians  have  taken  a house,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  work- 
house,  at  a rent  of  40/.  per  annum.  This  will  accommodate,  I am  informed, 
80  persons. 

The  Board  expressed  satisfaction  at  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  being 
much  employed,  and  begged  that  I would  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, that  they  should  be  employed  on  an  unfinished  road  close  to  the  house. 
This  road  was  commenced  under  the  Labour  Rate  Act,  and  leads  to  the  church- 
yard. 

I again  called  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
relieving  officer  of  the  Ballingarry  electoral  division  carried  on  his  duties.  By 
the  returns  sent  in  by  that  individual,  it  appears  that  in  the  week  ending  27th 
November,  1847,  5176  persons  received  S tons,  15  cwt.,  2 qrs.  of  meal,  at  a cost 
of  96/.  6s.  1 hd.,  and  in  the  week  ending  the  4th  December,  1847,  2868  persons 
received  8 tons,  19  cwt.,  1 qr.  of  meal,  at  a cost  of  9S/.  8s.  3 hd. 

On  calling  on  Mr.  Barry,  the  relieving  officer,  for  an  explanation,  he  could 
give  none  ; he  said  that  the  latter  number  of  persons  (2S68)  was  a mistake,  and 
that  he  thought  the  other  was  also  an  error.  This  past  week,  ending  11th 
inst.,  he  has  given  no  return  of  number  of  persons  at  all.  He  stated  that  he 
had  too  much  to  do,  and  could  not  make  up  his  books  himself,  but  had 
employed  a clerk.  I likewise  pointed  out  to  the  Guardians  that  the  debtor  and 
creditor  sides  of  his  receipt  and  expenditure  book  were  not  balanced.  Oil 
tlais  subject  he  appeared  to  be  most  ignorant.  Before  the  close  of  the  proceed- 
ings a letter  was  received  from  him,  tendering  his  resignation  to  the  Guar- 
dians. 

The  medical  officer  attended  and  stated,  that  in  his  opinion,  the  workhouse 
would  not  contain  more  than  615  persons,  with  a due  regard  to  health.  I 
annex  a letter  on  the  subject,  received  from  that  officer. 

I have  satisfaction  in  reporting  that  one  of  the  Guardians  came  forward,  in 
spite  of  the  intimidation  so  prevalent  in  this  country,  and  preferred  a charge 
against  Mr.  Madigan,  one  of  the  relieving  officers,  for  having  on  his  relief  lists 
17  persons  having  land  or  employment,  or  other  means  of  support.  A Com- 
mittee of  the  Board  was  formed  to  meet  on  Saturday  next  at  11  o’clock,  to 
investigate  into  this  case.  I shall  make  a full  report  to  the  Commissioners  on 
the  subject.  This  relieving  officer  states,  “ that  he  has  been  repeatedly 
threatened,  and  that  his  life  is  not  safe.” 

I beg  to  state  that  there  is  no  Guardian  for  Rathronan  or  Mahoonah  electoral 
division. 

Enclosure. 

Dr.  Peirce  to.Captain  Maxwell  : — Decanter  14,  1847. 

Fearing  there  may  be  any  misconception  about  what  I stated  in  the  Board-room  this 
day,  relative  to  the  present  accommodation  of  workhouse,  I take  the  liberty  of  re-stating  my 
opinion  to  you. 

On  the  22nd  July  I wrote  to  the  Commissioners,  in  answer  to  a letter  No.  19857  D/47, 
statincr  that  600  was  the  number  which  I considered  the  house  should  contain.  1 did  so  after 
very  fully  ascertaining,  by  accurate  measurements,  the  extent  of  the  dormitories,  &c.,  and  I found 
that,  after  I had  deducted  from  the  600,  the  numbers  which  the  hospital  and  infirm  wards 
should  contain,  that.  472  would  remain  to  be  accommodated  in  the  dormitories,  and  leave  only 
a breadth  of  2 feet  4£  inches  to  each  individual.  More  than  that,  number,  I cannot  be  con- 
vinced, can  be  maintained  in  those  rooms  with  a due  regard  to  health. 
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And  the  Commissioners,  in  a letter  to  me  No.  21241  D/47,  concurred  in  my  views,  and 
expressed  their  thanks  Cor  my  communication.  The  only  additional  dormitory  since  given  has 
been  the  shed  in  the  men’s  yard,  used  in  summer  as  a day-room,  and  now  vacated,  the  men 
having  got  the  boys’  school-room  as  a day-room.  This  would  give  room  for  about  15  beds ; 
it  is  about  12  feet  shorter  than  the  shed  in  the  women’s  yard  of  same  breadth,  that  contains 
18  beds  very  crowded. 

I therefore  say,  that  the  proper  number  to  limit  admissions  to  should  be  615,  and  I feel  con- 
vinced the  Commissioners  will  concur  in  my  opinion  when  they  read  this  letter.  Shortly  the 
infirmary  accommodation  can  be  increased,  the  building  over  the  idiot  ward  on  one  side,  being 
nearly  finished.  6 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  20,  1847. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  in  which  you  state  that  the 
Board  requested  you  would  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners,  to 
employ  the  able-bodied  inmates  of  the  workhouse  on  an  unfinished  road  close 
to  the  house  I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  recommend  the 
employing  the  able-bodied  paupers  out  of  the  workhouse  premises,  as  this  has 
been  found  by  experience,  to  weaken  materially  the  effectiveness  of  the  work- 
house  test  to  the  able-bodied  men,  and  to  lead  likewise  to  numerous  abuses. 

The  Commissioners  take  this  opportunity  of  stating,  that  the  order  authoriz- 
ing out-door  relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  in 
the  Newcastle  Union,  will  not  continue  in  force  after  the  31st  instant ; and  the 
Commissioners  request  you,  therefore,  to  inquire,  and  report  whether  any 
further  order  of  the  same  kind  appears  to  you  necessary  ; and,  if  so,  for  what 
period  of  time  (if  any)  short  of  two  months,  you  recommend  the  issuing  of  such 
an  order. 

The  Commissioners  will  give  due  consideration  to  the  views  of  the  medical 
officer,  as  expressed  in  the  letter  which  accompanied  your  report,  in  regard  to 
the  number  of  inmates  the  workhouse  is  calculated  to  contain,  and  they  will 
take  such  steps  as  may  be  requisite  in  regard  to  the  vacancies  in  the  office  of 
Guardians  for  the  Rathronan  and  Mahoonah  electoral  divisions. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  18,  1847. 

I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that 
I attended  a Committee  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians,  appointed  to  meet  this 
day,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  into  a charge  brought  by  one  of  the 
Guardians  against  Mr.  Madigan,  relieving  officer  of  the  Mahoonah  electoral 
division,  for  keeping  several  persons  on  his  lists  who  were  not  entitled  to  receive 
out-door  relief. 

Five  cat  es  were  proved,  and  struck  off,  as  having  land,  employment,  & c. ; 8 
cases  being  doubtful,  tradesmen  having  partial  employment,  &c.,  and  others,  a 
doubt  existing  as  to  their  really  having  given  up  their  holdings,  were  offered 
relief  in  the  workhouse.  These  persons,  with,  perhaps,  one  or  two  exceptions, 
will  not  avail  themselves  of  the  offer.  One  charge  was  preferred  against  the 
relieving  officer  for  having  two  females  on  his  relief  lists  who  are  in  service ; 
this  could  not  be  proved  at  the  tune,  but  I have  begged  of  the  farmers  with 
whom  they  lived,  to  attend  at  the  next  meeting  of  Guardians,  and  give  evidence 
on  the  subject. 

Another  case  was  that  of  a man  having  two  acres  of  land,  a cow,  oats,  turnips, 
cabbage.  See.,  on  the  out-door  relief  lists ; this  man  brought  two  better  class 
farmers  to  prove  such  was  not  the  case.  These  stated  that  he  had  no  property 
whatever,  and  was  utterly  destitute,  but  being  put  on  their  oaths  by  me,  acknow- 
ledged that  the  land  was  sold  yesterday  (to  one  of  them),  and  the  cow  also  ; 
but  he  was  still  in  possession  of  oats,  turnips,  vegetables,  &c. 

In  most  of  the  cases  the  relieving  officer  seems  to  have  been  satisfied  with 
receiving  a recommendation  in  writing,  from  the  neighbours,  and  not  making 
himseli  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  parties.  This 
young  man,  Madigan,  is  intelligent  enough,  and  bears  a good  character ; but 
he  states,  that  he  is  under  such  intimidation  that  he  dare  not  refuse  to  submit 
any  applicant.  He  was  ^Warned  by  the  Guardians  to  examine  into  these  cases, 
anc  to  strike  them  off  his  books,  and  on  his  non-compliance,  the  matter  was  to 
he  brought  under  my  notice  and  that  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
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I am  happy  to  say  that  a few  of  the  Guardians  are  paying  considerable  Newcastle  Union. 

attention  to  the  subject  of  the  out-door  relief  in  the  Union,  and  express  the  

greatest  anxiety  to  put  a stop  to  the  gross  abuses  that  are  existing.  In  the 
village  of  Ballingarry  alone  there  are  1690  inhabitants,  and  no  less  than  1519 
are  now  on  the  relief  lists : of  these,  126  are  tradesmen. 

I hope  that,  by  establishing  the  cooked  food  system,  administered  daily,  and 
exacting  some  labour  in  return  for  it,  this  number  will  be  very  considerably 
diminished.  J 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  investigation,  the  Committee  proceeded  to  select 
a number  of  the  inmates  of  the  house,  widows  with  children,  &c.,  to  receive 
relief  outside. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Madigan,  Relieving  Officer: — December  21,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for 
Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  to  inform  you  that  they  have  received  a report 
from  their  Temporary  Inspector,  Mr.  Maxwell,  in  which  he  states  that  an 
investigation  was  instituted  into  a charge  preferred  against  you,  of  keepin°* 
several  persons  on  your  lists  who  were  not  entitled  to  receive  out-door  relief  in 
the  Newcastle  Union ; that  five  cases  were  proved,  and  struck  off,  as  having 
land  ; that  eight  were  doubtful,  as  having  partial  employment,  and  who,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  refused  relief  in  the  workhouse ; that  a charge  was 
also  preferred  against  you  of  having  on  the  relief  list,  two  females  who  are  in 
service,  as  well  as  a man  holding  two  acres  of  land,  a cow,  oats,  and  turnips; 
and  that  it  was  proved  that  this  man  had  only  sold  his  land  and  cow  on  the 
previous  day,  but  that  he  is  still  in  possession  of  the  oats  and  turnips. 

Mr.  Maxwell  also  states  that,  in  most  cases,  you  are  satisfied  with  a recom- 
mendation in  writing,  without  making  yourself  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  of  each  case  to  be  relieved. 

In  reference  to  this  report,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  rely  on 
your  avoiding  similar  omissions  of  duty  for  the  future  ; and,  more  especially, 
they  request  that  you  will  comply  strictly  with  the  Commissioners’  general 
order  of  the  2nd  August  last,  by  visiting  applicants  for  relief  at  their  own 
houses,  in  order  to  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances 
of  their  case. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners: — January  5,  1848. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  held  yesterday,  I again 
called  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  state  of  their  collection,  and  pointed 
out  to  them,  that  their  expenditure  for  the  past  "week  exceeded  the  collection 
by  309/.  15a.  8 d. ; also,  that  the  collection  has  been  less  since  last  meeting,  when 
the  collectors  "were  called  upon  to  make  increased  exertions.  In  obedience  to 
orders,  two  of  the  collectors  sent  in  returns  of  the  10  highest  rate-payers, 
defaulters  in  each  electoral  division  of  their  district.  Orders  were  given  that 
all  these  should  be  proceeded  against  at  once.  The  third  collector  did  not 
send  in  his  account,  nor  list  of  defaulters. 

In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I again  called  on  the  Guardians  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied, 
upon  which  the  Guardians  expressed  “ their  willingness  to  enforce  the  labour 
“ test,  if  they  saw  how  that  could  be  accomplished ; they  urged  the  enormous 
“ expense  of  setting  5000  or  6000  people  to  work  scattered  over  this  large 

Union — the  danger  to  the  peace  of  the  country  in  bringing  together  large 
“ masses  of  people — the  great  scarcity  of  stones — their  having  no  legal  right  to 
“ seek  them  in  quarries  or  on  the  land,  nor  of  breaking  them  on  the  roads  or 
“ on  the  fields.”  And  they  still  adhere  to  their  resolution  of  21st  December, 
1847,  a copy  of  which  was  furnished  me,  and  which  I annex. 

With  regard  to  cooked  food,  a resolution  was  passed  that  an  assistant  be 
appointed  for  each  depot,  at  a salary  of  7s.  6d.  per  week,  for  the  purpose  of 
issuing  the  meal,  in  a steeped  state,  three  times  in  the  week  (instead  of  once 
only),  and  that  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  to  this  arrangement  be 
requested. 

To  avoid  delay  the  assistants  were  at  once  named. 

2 F 2 
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In  obedience  to  your  directions,  I issued  summons  to  the  parties  who  were 
intimidated  last  Thursday.  One  of  the  Guardians  informed  me,  that  one  of 
these  men  had  since  been  severely  beaten.  _ _ _ , 

I am  receiving  daily  anonymous  letters  complaining  of  the  abuses  committed, 
and  connived  at  by  the  relieving  officers  of  three  or  I'our  districts.  Their 
universal  excuse  is,  “ that  their  districts  are  too  large,  that  they  are  imposed 
on,  that  it  is  impossible  to  attend  to  all  their  duties,  &c.  In  my  opinion  they 
are,  with  a few  exceptions,  more  or  less  labouring  under  intimidation,  and  are, 
therefore,  incapable  of  acting  with  straightforward  impartiality. 

The  Relief  Lists  for  the  electoral  division  of  Ballingarry  were  not  made  up, 
through  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  late  relieving  officer,  Mr.  Barry,  and  of  the 
the  temporary  one,  Mr.  Donovan.  At  my  recommendation,  an  order  was 
made  that  they  should  not  be  paid  their  salary  until  that  duty  had  been  done. 

The  Guardians  have  taken  steps  to  hire  a large  dwelling-house,  in  the  village 
of  Ballingarry. 

In  consequence  of  the  crowd  outside  the  workhouse  having  been  very  turbu- 
lent and  menacing  yesterday,  during  the  sitting  of  the  Board,  and  one  of  the 
Guardians  at  the  door  of  the  workhouse  having  been  refused  leave  to  go  home 
until  the  applicants  were  relieved,  I suggested  to  the  Chairman  to  apply  in 
future  to  the  civil  power  for  a sufficient  force  of  constabulary  to  keep  order. 

I regret  to  state  that  fever  is  on  the  increase  in  some  parts  of  this  Union,  and 
that  the  country  is  in  a very  disturbed  state.  I am  informed  that  while  one  of 
the  Guardians  was  attending  the  Board  on  Tuesday  the  28th  ultimo,  his  house 
was  attacked,  and  money  demanded  and  taken,  for  the  purpose  of  defending 
the  prisoners  to  be  tried  at  the  Special  Commission  in  Limerick. 

Enclosure. 

Resolved, — That  on  full  consideration  of  the  suggestions  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, directing  that  the  able-bodied  labourers  should  be.  employed  in  stone-breaking  as  a test 
of  destitution,  we  are  of  opinion  that  that  mode  of  employment,  in  every  instance,  would  not 
answer  the  purpose  intended ; that  it  would  involve  a vast  deal  of  expense  in  the  way  of  over- 
seers, &c. ; that  we  therefore  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  letters  of  two 
members  of  our  Board,  viz.,  William  Cox,  Esq.,  and  Captain  Shelton,  forwarded  to  the  Com- 
missioners on  the  7th  October  last,*  as  we  approve  of  the  suggestions  of  these  gentlemen  as -to 
the  mode,  of  employing  the  able-bodied  poor,  or  in  the  event  of  the  Commissioners  declining 
to  adopt  the  mode  of  employment  suggested  in  the  letter  alluded  to,  we  are  ol  opinion  that  the 
next  best  test  is  to  employ  the  able-bodied  poor  on  reproductive  works  on  the  farms  on  which 
they  are  at  present  located,  the  work  to  be  approved  of  by  an  officer  to  be  appointed  by  this 
Board,  one-fourth  of  the  cost  of  said  work  to  be  paid  by  the  persons  benefited  by  said  work,  to 
be  lodged  with  the  treasurer  in  aid  of  rates,  to  be  disposed  of  in  compliance 'with  the  directions 
of  the  Commissioners ; and,  we  pledge  ourselves,  if  either  mode,  or  anything  having  a similar 
object,  be  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners,  to  co-operate  with  the  local  Inspector  in  making 
the  labour  test  as  effective  as  possible,  as  we  are  of  opinion  that  without  some  such  test  the 
entire  property  of  the  Union  will  be  absorbed  in  rates. 

1 r J R.  Maxwell,  T.  P.  L.  I. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  5,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  that  I urged  the  Guardians  of  this  Union,  by  every  argu- 
ment in  my  power,  to  fully  carry  out  the  conditions  of  the  out-door  relief  to 
the  able-bodied  order. 

The  difficulties  attending  the  issue  of  cooked  food  were  got  over  after  some 
opposition,  but  to  save  expense,  they  beg  the  sanction  of  the  Poor  Law  Com 
missioners  to  the  meal  being  merely  steeped. 

This,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  attended  with  good  results,  viz.,  in  the  pre- 
vention of  barter,  and  the  improved  wholesomeness  of  the  food,  while  none 
but  the  reallyJdestitute,  will  come  a long  distance  three  times  per  week  for  the 
rations  in  a moist  state.  . 

But  I regret  to  state,  that  the  Guardians  pleaded  their  inability  to  carry  out 
the  labour  test,  according  to  the  Commissioners’  wishes,  for  several  reasons, 
chiefly  the  expense  and  scarcity  of  stones,  and  the  turbulence  of  the  lower 
orders  in  this  country. 

This  latter  feeling  I conceive  is  the  principal  one,  and  is  founded  on  the 

* This  letter  is  inserted  in  the  previous  Series,  p.  170. 
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scenes  of  outrage  and  insubordination,  during  the  Public  Relief  Works  last  Newcastle  Union, 
winter. 

The  Guardians  state,  that  invariably  whenever  large  bodies  of  the  peasantry 
have  been  collected  together,  schemes  of  mischief,  and  combinations  to  intimi- 
date, are  formed ; this  I have  reason  to  know  is  the  case  in  other  parts  of 
Ireland. 

In  my  opinion,  this  fear  of  the  lower  orders  is  prevalent  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  country,  and  has  long  been  so,  and  until  confidence  is  restored 
matters  will  never  improve  in  this  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — January  10,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  a report  from  their  Inspector,  Captain 
Maxwell,  in  which  he  details  objections  which  were  urged  by  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians of  the  Newcastle  Union,  at  their  meeting  on  the  4th  instant,  to  the  employ- 
ment of  the  paupers  in  stone-breaking,  and  in  which  he  states,  that  the  Guardians 
still  adhered  to  their  resolution  of  the  21st  ultimo,  a copy  of  which  Captain 
Maxwell  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners.  That  resolution  was  as  follows  : — 

“ Resolved, — That  on  full  consideration  of  the  suggestion  of  the  Poor  Law 
“ Commissioners,  directing  that  the  able-bodied  labourers  should  be  employed  in 
“stone-breaking  as  a test  of  destitution,  we  are  of  opinion  that  that  mode  of 
“ employment  in  every  instance  would  not  answer  the  purpose  intended ; that  it 
“ would  involve  a vast  deal  of  expense  in  the  way  of  overseers,  &c. ; that  we  there- 
“ fore  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  letters  of  two  members  of  our 
“ Board,  viz.,  William  Cox,  Esq.,  and  Captain  Shelton,  forwarded  to  the  Com- 
“ missioners  on  the  7th  October  last,  as  we  approve  of  the  suggestions  of  these 
“ gentlemen  as  to  the  mode  of  employing  the  able-bodied  poor;  or,  in  the  event 
“ of  the  Commissioners  declining  to  adopt  the  mode  of  employment  suggested  in 
“ the  letter  alluded  to,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  next  best  test  is  to  employ  the 
“ able-bodied  poor  on  reproductive  works  on  the  farms  on  w'hich  they  are  at 
,f  present  located ; the  work  to  be  approved  of  by  an  officer  appointed  by  this 
“ Board  ; one-fourth  of  the  cost  of  said  work  to  be  paid  by  tile  persons  benefitted 
“ by  said  work,  to  be  lodged  with  the  treasurer  in  aid  of  rates,  to  be  disposed  of 
“in  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  Commissioners;  and  we  pledge  our- 
" selves  if  either  mode,  or  anything  having  a similar  object,  be  sanctioned  by  the 
" Commissioners,  to  co-operate  with  the  local  Inspector  in  making  the  labour-test 
“ as  effective  as  possible,  as  we  are  of  opinion  that  without  some  such  test  the 
“ entire  properties  of  the  Union  will  be  absorbed  in  rates.” 

In  reference  to  that  resolution  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state,  that  in  recom- 
mending stone-breaking  as  the  kind  of  employment  which  should  be  offered  to  the 
destitute  able-bodied  poor  in  the  first  instance,  the  Commissioners  did  not  con- 
template the  permanent  employment  of  many  thousands  of  individuals  in  nothing 
else  but  stone-breaking.  The  view  which  the  Commissioners  have  taken  of  this 
subject  has  been  that  whereas  all  experience  has  shown  that  the  granting  relief  to 
able-bodied  men  without  some  rigid  test,  is  liable  to  great  abuses  ; and  whereas 
stone-breaking  is  less  attractive,  and  more  capable  ol  effectual  superintendence 
than  any  other  kind  of  out-door  labour  on  a large  scale,  it  is  advisable  for  Guar- 
dians to  begin  by  offering  stone-breaking  to  applicants,  when  there  is  no  longer 
any  vacant  workhouse  accommodation  in  the  union.  In  fact,  the  Guardians  will 
perceive  that  the  Commissioners,  in  their  letter  of  the  8th  October,  carefully 
abstained  from  expressing  any  opinion  as  to  the  future  employment  of  paupers 
in  completing  the  unfinished  roads,  although  they  expressed  their . unwillingness 
that  the  question  of  adopting  such  a course  should  be  raised  at  that  time,  before  the 
experiment  of  stone-breaking  to  applicants  had  been  tried. 

Three  months  have  now  elapsed  since  the  Commissioners  wrote  that  letter  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Newcastle  Board  of  Guardians,  and  although  the  Guardians 
have  had  authority  since  the  1st  of  November  to  grant  out-door  relief  to  destitute 
able-bodied  men,  and  have  given  such  relief  accordingly,  they  have  not  apparently 
exacted  any  work  from  those  by  whom  such  relief  was  received. 

The  Commissioners  now  desire  to  state  explicitly,  that  supposing  no  impediment 
is  raised  in  any  other  quarters,  they  will  not  object  to  the  employment  hereafter 
of  paupers  in  the  Newcastle  Union  in  completing  unfinished  roads,  if  the  Guardians 
will,  in  the  first  instance,  give  a fair  trial  to  the  stone-breaking  test,  and  if  the  test 
is  not  found  to  reduce  materially  the  number  of  applicants  tor  relief. 
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With  regard  to  the  expense  in  paying  overseers  of  work,  the  Commissioners  have 
to  express  their  thorough  conviction  that  efficient  superintendents  of  labour 
would  save  to  the  Union  far  more  than  the  amount  of  their  own  salaries  by  pre- 
venting imposition  and  fraud.  Similar  objections  were  raised  in  England  in 
1834  to  the  expense  of  workhouses;  but  notwithstanding  the  immediate  expense 
arising  from  the  building  of  workhouses,  and  the  salaries  to  workhouse  officers, 
the  total  reduction  of  expense  in  the  first  year  was  in  some  Unions  20,  30,  and 
even  50  per  cent.  In  fact,  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  if  any  system  of  relief 
is  attractive,  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  expenses  arises  from  the  great  number  of 
improper  objects  to  whom  such  relief  is  administered,  and  hence  arrangements  by 
which  this  abuse  is  checked  are  found  in  the  long  run  to  be  really  economical, 
although  the  system  of  management  may  be  apparently  expensive. 

The  Commissioners  therefore  request  the  Guardians  to  give  a fair  trial  to  the 
experiment  of  stone-breaking  as  a test  of  destitution  in  the  Newcastle  Union  ; and 
if  the  number  of  able-bodied  men  on  the  relief  lists  still  remains  the  same  as  before, 
the  Commissioners  will  endeavour  to  forward  the  views  of  the  Guardians  in 
reference  to  the  completion  of  the  unfinished  roads. 

The  Commissioners  have  only  to  add,  that  they  would  not,  under  any  circum- 
stances or  conditions,  deem  themselves  justified  in  permitting  the  employment  of 
paupers  on  private  farms.  It  is  an  essential  principle  in  any  sound  system  of  Poor- 
Law  administration  that  relief  and  wages  should  be  kept  totally  distinct,  and  that  a 
destitute  able-bodied  man  should  either  be  relieved  wholly  by  the  Union,  or  em- 
ployed wholly  by  the  party  for  whom  he  works.  The  Commissioners  are  con- 
vinced that  the  infringement  of  this  principle  would  lead  to  pernicious  conse- 
quences, and  by  making  employers  of  labour  suppose  that  they  had  a pecuniary 
interest  in  introducing  a system  of  out-door  relief  to  able  bodied  men,  it  would 
eventually  entail  an  euormous  burden  on  the  poor-rates  which  the  property  of  the 
Union  would  be  wholly  unable  to  support. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Maxwell  : — January  10,  1848. 

I am  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  which  the  Com- 
missioners have  this  day  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  supposed  difficulties  of  the  Guardians, 
respecting  the  introduction  of  stone-breaking,  will  be  found  to  vanish,  if  the 
Guardians  will  endeavour  bond  fide  to  surmount  them. 

The  Guardians  should  contract  with  proper  parties  for  the  purchase  of  road 
metal,  and  should  appoint  overseers  of  the  workhouse,  under  the  name  of 
assistant  relieving  officers,  who  should  take  care  that  each  able-bodied  man  has 
a definite  task  of  work  every  day,  and  is  compelled,  while  receiving  relief,  to 
break  stones  to  such  smallness  as  will  render  it  possible  to  pass  each  of  them 
through  a ring  of  a certain  diameter.  In  order  to  prevent  confusion,  the 
system  might  be  commenced  with  40  or  50  men,  and  the  number  might  be 
.gradually  increased.  If  this  plan  be  fairly  tried,  without  reducing  materially 
the  numbers  on  the  Relief  Lists,  and  if  you  certify  that  it  has  been  carried  into 
execution  to  your  satisfaction,  the  Commissioners  will  he  prepared  to  act  on 
•the  accompanying  letter  to  the  Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  have  to  add,  that  they  cannot  seriously  suppose  that  the 
'Guardians  will  experience  any  material  difficulty  in  obtaining  a yard  or  field 
on  which  the  metal  may  be  broken.  If,  however,  there  is  any  insurmountable 
difficulty  on  this  head,  the  ground  connected  with  the  workhouse  can  be  used 
for  this  purpose  by  the  Guardians.  The  Commissioners,  however,  are  aware 
that  the  use  of  the  workhouse  grounds  is  open  to  several  objections,  and  they 
only  suggest  it  as  a last  resource. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon  your 
miud  the  importance  of  seeing  that  none  but  really  efficient  men,  are  appointed 
superintendents  of  labour.  The  value  of  the  whole  system  depends  on  this 
point,  and  unless  the  superintendents  of  labour  perform  their  duty  with  fear- 
lessness and  honesty,  the  arrangements  for  stone-breaking  will  degenerate  into 
inextricable  confusion  and  jobbing. 
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Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  9,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  that  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  was 
held  yesterday,  when  four  of  the  seven  witnesses  I had  summoned  attended. 

Several  charges  were  preferred  against  Mr.  Madigan,  relieving  officer  of  the 
Mahoonagh  electoral  division. 

Case  I. 

Daniel  Kelleher  receiving  rations  for  The  relieving  officer  allowed  this  to 
three  instead  of  two.  go  on  for  1 1 weeks  — on  the  25th 

December  corrected  the  abuse.  This 
was  not  till  after  the  first  complaints 
were  made  to  me,  against  this  relieving 
officer. 

Case  II. 

John  Murphy  receiving  rations  for  The  relieving  officer  never  went  to 
three  children  instead  of  two  this  man’s  house.  Sworn  evidence  was 

produced  that  Murphy  has  three  chil- 

* area. 


Case  III. 


John  Riordan,  a blacksmith,  in  par- 
tial employment,  and  receiving  2s.  per 
week  for  the  use  of  his  house  as  reliev- 
ing officer’s  station,  receiving  rations  for 
himself,  a journeyman,  two  apprentices, 
a servant  woman,  his  wife,  and  six  chil- 
dren, all  living  in  the  same  house. 


Case 

Daniel  Riordan,  brother  to  the  above 
named,  receiving  rations,  though  he  has 
upwards  of  an  acre  of  land. 


The  whole  of  this  charge  was  proved 
on  oath.  One  respectable  farmer  states, 
on  oath,  that  this  man’s  forge  is  in  con- 
stant employment,  and  that  he  paid  him 
196-.  on  Christmas-day  for  smith’s  work. 
Another  evidence  proved  that  Riordan 
has  two  cows.  This  abuse  must  have 
gone  on  under  the  observation  and  with 
the  connivance  of  the  relieving  officer, 
ill  the  very  house  he  was  frequenting 
on  duty. 

IV. 

The  relieving  officer  allowed  this 
abuse  to  go  on  for  10  weeks,  but  on  the 
19th  December,  (the  day  after  the  first 
investigation  1 held  on  his  conduct,)  this 
man’s  name  was  struck  off. 


Case  V. 

William  Long  received  relief  in  It  was  proved  that  William  Long 
Mahoonagh  electoral  division,  whereas  does  reside  in  Mahoonagh. 
he  belongs  to  Drumcallagher. 

Case  VI. 

Pat.  Hayes  receiving  rations  though  The  relieving  officer  allowed  this 
in  possession  of  three  acres  of  land.  abuse  to  go  ou  for  10  weeks.  He  was 

struck  off  on  the  1st  January,  1848. 

These  cases  were  investigated  with  every  attention  and  inquiry. 

In  my  opinion,  this  man  is  unfit  for  the  situation  of  relieving  officer.  He  has 
been  slurring  over  his  dhty,  and  acting  under  intimidation  or  under  the  orders  of 
others ; but  in  the  case  of  Riordan,  the  blacksmith,  I am  of  opinion  that  he  is  guilty 
of  conniving  at  a gross  job. 

The  Vice-Chairman  thanked  the  rate-payers  who  had  thus  come  forward  to  check 
abuse,  and  pointed  out  to  them,  that  by  such  a straightforward,  determined  course 
alone  could  they  save  themselves  from  ruin. 

I am  in  hopes  this  example  will  be  followed — but  before  the  meeting  broke  up, 
a farmer  holding  25  acres  came  before  the  Board,  and  made  a most  pressing  demand 
for  out-door  relief  for  his  herdsman  and  labourer.  This  was  of  course  refused, 
and  I explained  to  him  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  on 
that  subject. 


Newcastle  Union. 
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The  Commissioners  to  tlie  Cleric  of  the  Guardians,  Newcastle  Union: — 
January  13,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  a report  from  Mr.  Maxwell  relative  to 
the  investigation  held  by  him  on  the  8th  instant,  into  certain  charges  preferred 
against  Mr.  Madigan,  relieving  officer  of  the  Mahoonagh  electoral  division  of 
the  Newcastle  Union. 

It  appears  that  it  was  proved,  that  Daniel  Kelleher  was  allowed  to  receive 
rations  for  three  instead  of  two  for  a period  of  1 1 weeks.  That  in  the  case  of 
John  Murphy,  in  which  it  was  alleged  that  rations  were  allowed  for  three  children 
instead  of  two,  the  relieving  officer  never  went  to  Murphy’s  house.  That  Daniel 
Riordan  and  Pat.  Hayes  were  allowed  by  hiin  to  receive  rations  for  a period  of 
10  weeks,  although  the  former  possesses  one  acre,  and  the  latter  three  acres  of 
land. 

The  case  of  John  Riordan,  however,  is  the  one  to  which  the  Commissioners 
wish  most  especially  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

It  appears  that  this  person  is  a blacksmith,  in  partial  employment,  that  he  has 
two  cows,  and  was  receiving  2s.  a-week  for  the  use  of  his  house,  as  a relieving 
officer’s  station.  The  relieving  officer  must  of  course,  have  been  frequently  at  the 
house  of  Riordan  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  must  have  been  aware  (even 
without  making  the  inquiries  which  in  the  due  discharge  of  his  duty  he  was  bound 
to  do)  of  the  circumstances  of  the  family ; and  yet  he  allows  him  to’ continue  in  the 
receipt  of  rations  for  himself,  a journeyman,  two  apprentices,  a servant  woman,  his 
wife,  and  six  children. 

Mr.  Maxwell  expresses  his  opinion,  that  Mr.  Madigan  is  unfit  for  his  situation 
— that  he  has  been  slurring  his  duty,  and  acting  under  intimidation,  or  under  the 
orders  of  others.  The  Commissioners  think  that  this  opinion  is  fully  borne  oat, 
by  the  several  cases  above  referred  to ; but  the  case  of  John  Riordan  is  of  so 
flagrant  a character,  that  the  Commissioners  have  felt  bound  to  mark  their  sense  of 
the  relieving  officer’s  conduct,  by  issuing  a formal  order  removing  him  from  his 
situation. 

A copy  of  the  order  is  herewith  enclosed. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Madigan  : — January  13,  1S48. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  Mr.  Maxwell's  report  relative  to  the 
investigation  held  by  him  on  the  8th  instant,  into  certain  charges  preferred  against 
you  as  relieving  officer  of  Mahoonagh  electoral  division  of  Newcastle  Union. 

F rom  the  circumstances  detailed  in  this  report,  the  Commissioners  have  arrived' 
at  the  conclusion,  that  you  have  grossly  neglected  your  duty  as  relieving  officer, 
and  that  you  are  unfit  for  the  situation.  The  case  of  John  Riordan,  which  is  one 
of  the  cases  above  referred  to,  is  one  of  so  serious  a nature,  that  the  Commissioners 
canuot  too  strongly  mark  their  sense  of  your  conduct  in  regard  to  it.  The  allow- 
ance of  rations  to  this  man  for  himself,  a journeyman,  two  apprentices,  a servant 
-woman,  his  wife,  and  six  children — although  he  was  in  receipt  of  2s.  a-week 
for  the  use  of  his  house  as  your  station,  was  in  partial  employment,  and  was  pos- 
sessed of  two  cows — cannot  be  accounted  for  on  any  other  supposition,  than  that 
you  connived  at  the  fraud  which  was  practiced  ; for  it  is  impossible  to  suppose,  that 
you  could  attend  at  his  house  frequently  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  (even  sup- 
posing you  did  not  make  special  inquiry  into  his  circumstances,  as  you  were  bound 
to  do),  without  becoming  sufficiently  acquainted  with  his  circumstances,  to  con- 
vince you  that  he  ought  not  to  be  relieved  from  the  poor-rates. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  Commissioners  have  deemed  it  then- 
duty  to  issue  a formal  order,  under  seal,  removing  you  from  your  situation. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners: — January  12,  1848. 

I shall  feel  obliged  by  receiving  instructions  from  the  Commissioners,  as 
to  whether  any  of  the  implements  lent  by  the  Board  of  Works,  may  he  used  in  the 
employment  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  and  extra  houses. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — January  14,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  that  tlie  implements  may  be  so  used,  and  that,  if  you  recom- 
mend it,  the  Commissioners  will  ask  for  au  additional  quantity  specially  for  the 
workhouse. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  12,  1848. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union  yesterday,  I again 
pointed  out  to  them  the  gradual  increase  in  their  expenditure,  and  the  decrease  in 
the  weekly  collection  of  the  rates.  In  the  week  ending  8th  January,  they  had 
exceeded  their  collection,  by  a sum  of  358 1.  7s.  9 d.  I then  read  to  them  my  in- 
structions on  the  subject,  and  brought  to  the  special  notice  of  the  Board,  that 
six  of  their  ex-officio,  and  two  of  their  elected  Guardians,  were  defaulters.  I then 
read  out  their  names  and  called  on  them  to  set  a good  example,  by  at  once  paying 
their  own  rates,  and  unflinchingly  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  the 
highest  rate-payers  who  are  in  arrear. 

A resolution  was  then  passed,  that  the  collectors  be  allowed  a fortnight  to 
complete  their  collection,  and  in  default  thereof,  their  securities  be  proceeded 
against. 

I then  read  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  10th  January,  and  called  on  them 
to  make  an  attempt  at  carrying  the  labour-test  into  effect.  I pointed  out  to  them, 
that  though  the  expense  might  be  great  at  first,  a great  saving  would  un- 
doubtedly be  effected  in  the  end,  and  the  idle  vicious  habits  of  the  lower  orders, 
who  have  now  so  long  been  used  to  be  fed  without  work,  would  be  broken  through 
and  corrected. 

As  on  all  previous  occasions,  great  objections  were  made  to  the  whole  system, 
some  of  them  saying,  “ surely  you  would  not  expect  a man  to  break  stones  all  day 
for  one  pound  of  meal,”  &c.,  &c.  But  a resolution  was  at  length  passed,  that  the 
Board  do  comply  with  the  Commissioners’  orders,  and  meet  on  Thursday  next,  to 
establish  the  system  in  every  electoral  division  in  the  Union.  Superintendents  were 
at  once  named,  and  ordered  to  attend  on  that  day  to  receive  instructions.  Of  that 
meeting’s  proceedings  I shall  make  a full  report. 

An  estimate  of  the  rates  necessary  to  be  struck  was  produced.  On  a rate  of 
36?.  6 d.  in  the  pound  being  proposed  in  the  Abbeyfeale  electoral  division,  the 
Guardians  stated  that  2s.  in  the  pound  would  be  sufficient,  as  a landed  proprietor 
had  commenced  drainage  on  a considerable  scale,  by  which  alone  1000  (rations) 
daily  will  be  saved;  and  that  a sum  of  200 1.  subscribed  under  the  Relief  Act 
would  now  be  handed  over  in  aid  of  the  rates.  Several  of  the  Guardians  stated, 
that  large  sums  had  been  applied  for  also  in  other  divisions,  and  on  these  grounds, 
they  requested  the  rates  might  be  reduced  from  4s.  6 d.  and  4s.  9 d.,  to  3s.  To 
these  proposals  there  was  the  greatest  opposition,  and  a great  deal  of  clamour  and 
confusion  ensued.  It  ended  in  the  subject  being  deferred  to  next  regular  day  of 
meeting. 

I brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board,  that  their  contractor,  Mr.  O’Donnell, 
had  handed  over  his  contract  in  one  electoral  division  to  another  person,  whereby 
meal,  damaged  and  full  of  chaff,  had  been  distributed.  (This  I ascertained  person- 
ally.) Mr.  O’Donnell,  on  being  called  before  the  Board,  stated  that  he  regretted 
the  circumstance,  and  should  immediately  remedy  the  evil  by  sending  a supply  of 
the  best  meal  to  that  dep6t. 

Arrangements  were  made  to  remove  from  the  house  several  women  whose 
husbands  have  been  discovered  to  be  living  outside ; also,  several  persons  who 
have  been  a month  in  the  workhouse.  This  will  make  a considerable  number  ot 
vacancies  in  the  house. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  14,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  remarks  respecting  the  breach  of  contract  on  the 
part  of  the  meal  contractor,  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  obtain 
a copy  of  the  contract,  and  forward'  it  to  the  Commissioners ; and  I am  also  to 
request,  that  you  will  take  evidence  upon  oath  as  to  the  bad  meal,  and  forward  it 
to  this  office. 


2 G 
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Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  your  communication  of 
14th  January,  1848,  I beg  to  enclose  a copy  of  the  contract  entered  into  by 
Mr.  O’Donnell,  with  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union,  and  annex  evidence 
on  oath,  as  to  the  quality  of  the  meal  distributed  in  the  Drumcolloher  and 
Killougholehane  Electoral  Divisions  on  the  8th  instant. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  O’Donnell  gave  over  that  part  of  his  contract  (unknown 
to  the  Board  of  Guardians)  to  a person  of  the  name  of  Hannigan,  and  this 
person  supplied  meal  of  a very  inferior  quality. 

Some  of  it  was  produced  to  me ; I tasted  it,  and  found  it  sour  and  unfit  for 
food. 

Enclosures. 

Copy  of  Contract. 

Newcastle,  December  28,  1847. 

I hereby  offer  to  supply  with  best  Indian  coni  meal,  for  two  months,  from  the  2nd 
January,  1848,  to  the  1st  March,  1848,  the  different  electoral  districts  of  the  Newcastle 
Union,  and  to  give  security  for  delivering  same  at  the  several  dep6ts  mentioned  underneath, 
in  any  quantities  that  may  be  required  by  the  Guardians,  at  the  rate  of  10/.  19j.  6 d.  per  ton; 
and  to  distribute  it  from  depots  provided  by  myself. 

Patrick  O’Donnell. 

Abbeyfeale,  Athea,  Newcastle,  Ardagh,  Ballingarry,  Grenagh,  Feenagh,  Castletown, 
Drumcolloher,  Mahoonagh,  Clouncagh,  Fohenagh,  Killilagh,  Newchapel,  Rathcahill,  Rahee- 
nagh,  Tournatulla,  workhouse. 

R.  Maxwell,  T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 


Newcastle,  January  19,  1848. 

Thomas  Kane,  distributor  at  Killougholehane,  sworn,  states : — "Last  Saturday  week, 
8th  instant,  the  meal  was  brought  by  Mr.  Hannigan ’s  horses  to  the  depot.  It  was  not  fit  for 
human  food;  it  was  dirty,  and  full  of  bran  and  chaff.  I saw  three  quarts  of  bran  sifted  from 
half  a stone  of  meal.” 

Matthew  O’Brien,  distributor  in  Drumcolloher,  sworn,  states: — "On  Friday,  7th  instant, 
meal  was  brought  from  Carass ; none  of  which  was  distributed.  The  postmaster,  Mr.  Han- 
nigan, distributed  meal  from  his  own  house  in  the  village ; I saw  that  meal ; it  was  as  bad  as 
bad  could  be;  it  was  sour,  and  full  of  chaff.” 

James  Drew  (on  the  relief  lists),  sworn: — “Received  his  allowance  of  meal  in  .Kil- 
lougholehane Electoral  Division  ; it  was  very  bad,  so  bad  that  I could  not  eat  one  quarter  of 
my  breakfast;.” 

R.  Maxwell,  T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  22,  1848. 

If  Mr.  O’Donnell  showed  a sample  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the 
Commissioners  think  he  might  be  convicted  of  one  of  the  offences  described 
in  section  8 of  the  Baker’s  Act ; but  otherwise  not ; and  I am  to  request  that 
you  will  take  proceedings  against  the  contractor  under  that  section,  if  a 
sample  were  produced. 

It  is  presumed,  that  the  Guardians  were  not  parties  to  the  alleged  transfer  of 
the  contract  to  Hannigan ; and  if  not,  the  delivery  by  Hannigan  must  be  held 
to  be  a delivery  for  O’Donnell. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  15,  1848. 

A meeting  of  the  Guardians  was  held  on  Thursday  the  13th  instant, 
when  measures  were  taken  to  issue  the  food  in  a steeped  state,  at  each  depot. 

One  pound  of  dry  meal  was  weighed,  and  when  steeped,  was  accurately 
measured. 

A contract  was  then  made  for  a supply  of  measures  of  half  pound,  one  pound, 
and  two  pound  sizes. 

The  assistants  were  called  in  and  received  their  instructions;  as  to  steeping 
and  measuring  the  food. 

Tenders  for  tubs  were  ordered  to  be  advertised  for. 

The  quarries  in  each  locality  were  then  selected,  and  orders  made  to  the  clerk 
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to  write  to  the  several  proprietors  for  permission  to  raise  stone,  and  break  it  on 
the  spot. 

Instructions  to  the  superintendents  of  labour  were  drawn  up,  and  directions 
given  that  each  have  a copy  in  writing  given  to  him.  I beg  to  annex  a copy. 

Enclosure. 

To  obtain  from  the  relieving  officer  of  his  electoral  division,  the  names  of  50  able- 
bodied  single  male  paupers  over  15  years  of  age,  who  are  suspected  of  having  some  means,  or 
of  being  tradesmen. 

When  leave  is  obtained  to  work  in  the  quarries,  these  persons  are  to  be  set  to  work  raising 
stone,  and  breaking  it  so  as  to  pass  through  a two-inch  ring.  Each  man  is  to  break  seven  cwt. 
of  stones  per  day. 

The  superintendent  is  to  measure  the  broken  stone  at  least  once  a week.  He  is  particularly 
cautioned  against  allowing  the  workmen  to  practise  the  fraud  of  getting  him  to  measure  the 
stones  twice  over. 

He  is  to  endeavour  to  dispose  of  the  broken  stone  to  the  best  advantage,  but  previous  to  his 
doing  so,  he  is  to  consult  the  Guardian  of  his  electoral  division,  and  send  in  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians  a statement  of  the  highest  prices  he  can  obtain  in  his  neighbourhood,  for  “ brown 
stone,”  and  for  “ lime  stone.”  Any  person  selected  by  the  relieving  officers  for  labour  who 
does  not  at  once  go  to  work,  is  to  be  struck  off  the  relief  lists. 

When  any  of  the  workmen  fail  in  their  attendance  at  the  work,  their  names  are  to  be  sent  to 
the  food  distributor,  in  order  that  their  allowance  be  stopped. 

The  superintendent  is  held  responsible  for  all  tools,  implements,  &c.,  committed  to  his 
charge. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  19,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  see  no  objection  to  these  instructions,  except  that 
the  superintendents  are  authorized  to  dispose  of  the  broken  stones,  which  the 
Commissioners  think  the  Guardians  should  do  themselves. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  15,  1848. 

I was  requested  by  the  Guardians  at  their  adjourned  meeting  on 
Thursday  last,  13th  instant,  to  submit  the  following  question  to  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  viz. : — Whether  a labourer  getting  an  occasional  day’s  employ- 
ment is  thereby  disqualified  from  receiving  out-door  relief,  or  whether  Ms  rations 
should  be  stopped  for  that  day  only  ? 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  24,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  think  that  as  a general  rule,  a labourer  getting  an 
occasional  day’s  employment  in  a week  is  not  a proper  object  for  relief  during 
such  week,  by  a Board  of  Guardians.  Still  peculiar  cases  may  occur  which 
may  be  opposed  to  the  strict  letter  of  this  rule,  although  not  repugnant  to  its 
spirit ; and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  a relieving  officer  is  always  bound  to 
give  relief,  in  any  case  of  necessity  which  is  urgent  and  sudden. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — ■ January  19,  1848. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  held  yesterday,  I called  their 
attention  to  the  subject  of  the  collection  of  the  rates;  though  there  is  an 
increase  on  last  week  of  1701.,  yet  their  expenditure  exceeded  the  collection 
by  a sum  of  207/.  16s.  6cl.  I was  then  informed  that  their  legal  adviser  had 
written  to  the  principal  defaulters,  and  that  every  exertion  would  be  made  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  the  rates. 

Collector  Hanoi gan  came  before  the  Board,  and  stated  that  in  the  electoral 
divisions  of  Kilmeedy,  Drumcallagher,  and  Mahoonagh,  three  seizures  made 
by  him  for  poor  rates  were  rescued  from  him ; that  he  swore  to  this  fact  before 
a magistrate,  Mr.  Massey,  of  Glenwilliam,  and  applied  to  him  for  the  protection 
of  the  police,  but  was  refused.  He  apprehends  further  difficulty  if  assistance 
be  not  afforded  him. 

The  subject  of  the  new  rate  was  then  reconsidered  according  to  notice  at  last 
meeting,  when  it  was  carried  by  the  chairman’s  casting  vote,  that  the  reduced 
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Newcastle  Union.  rate  agreed  on  at  last  meeting  should  be  struck,  and  not  the  rate  estimated  by 
the  clerk ; that  in  their  opinion,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  their  liabilities, 
owing  to  the  prospect  of  employment  in  the  country,  and  from  their  conviction 
that  the  system  of  labour  and  steeped  food  for  the  able-bodied  will  reduce  their 
expenditure  very  considerably.  From  this  opinion  the  other  half  of  the 
Guardians  dissented,  and  called  to  their  recollection  “ last  summer,  when  they 
“ were  in  a state  of  insolvency,  without  money  or  credit,”  for  want  of  a sufficient 
rate  having  been  struck. 

Letters  from  the  owners  of  several  quarries  in  the  Union  were  produced. 
There  were  five  consenting  and  five  refusing  to  let  the  Guardians  have  the  use 
of  their  quarries.  Nine  have  not  yet  answered  the  applications  made  to  them. 
I have  made  arrangements  to  give  out  on  Thursday  the  20th,  a supply  of 
implements  to  the  overseers  of  those  electoral  divisions  in  which  leave  has  been 
given  to  raise  stone,  and  I hope  I shall  be  able  to  report  soon,  that  the  labour 
system  is  being  tried  in  several  electoral  divisions.  I apprehend  that  there  may 
be  some  difficulty  in  getting  stone  to  break  in  some  districts,  but  I am  informed 
that  there  are  quantities  of  large  stones  (quarried  during  the  Relief  Works) 
lying  on  the  unfinished  roads  throughout  the  Union. 

William  Cox,  Esq.,  ex-officio  Guardian,  proposed  to  the  Board,  that  in  order 
to  avoid  expense,  the  present  food  distributors  (who  are  provided  by  the  con- 
tractor) be  made  to  issue  the  meal  in  a moist  state,  and  that  the  appointment 
of  the  assistants  be  rescinded,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners ; this  was 
agreed  to,  and  it  was  voted  that  the  distributors  be  paid  Is.  per  week  for  that 
duty. 

One  of  the  relieving  officers,  Mr.  Minahan,  stated  before  the  Board  that  he 
had  received  a notice  “ not  to  attempt  to  go  a certain  road  again,  for  his  life 
“ would  be  taken  if  he  did.”  At  his  request  I examined  one  of  the  paupers  in 
the  house,  who  stated  “ that  he  heard  the  threat  made  use  of  by  a man  who 
“ had  been  struck  off  the  Relief  lists  (naming  him),  and  that  he  was  ready  to 
“ swear  to  it,  if  necessary.” 

I called  on  the  chairman  and  Board  of  Guardians  to  take  this  matter  up,  so 
as  to  make  an  example  in  the  country,  and  show  a determination  to  put  down 
intimidation.  To  this  a cordial  assent  was  given ; and  I gave  directions  to 
Mr.  Minahan  to  go  to  a magistrate  at  once  on  the  subject,  and  warned  the 
pauper  to  be  prepared  to  give  his  evidence  when  called  on. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  26,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  statement  that  the  assistance  of  the  police  had  been 
refused  to  collector  Hannigan,  from  whom  three  distresses  were  rescued,  I am 
to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  been  informed  that  Mr.  L.  C.  Smyth,  R.M., 
Abbeyfeale,  has  been  instructed  to  communicate  with  the  Guardians,  and  afford 
all  the  aid  in  his  power  to  the  collection  of  the  rate. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the  course 
taken  in  regard  to  the  threat  held  out  to  Mr.  Minahan,  one  of  the  relieving 
officers. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners: — January  26,  1848. 

I have  to  report  an  improvement  in  the  collection  of  the  poor-rates  this 
last  week,  it  having  amounted  to  762 1.  3s.  6d. ; but  still  I pointed  out  to  the 
Guardians  that  their  expenditure  exceeded  this  sum  by  71 • 5 s.  9 d.,  that  they  were 
heavily  in  debt  to  their  meal  contractor,  and  there  was  a large  arrear  of  rates  still 
uncollected.  I was  then  informed  that  the  collectors  were  exerting  themselves  in 
every  way,  and  had  impounded  a quantity  of  cattle;  and  that  several  of  the 
highest  rate-payers  had  expressed  their  intention  of  paying  up  immediately,  I am 
in  hopes  that  next  week’s  collection  will  be  a further  increase. 

The  proprietor  of  a very  large  house  in  Ballingarry,  capable  of  containing  400 
or  500  persons,  came  before  the  Board  and  offered  the  house  at  a moderate  rent 
per  month.  The  chairman  expressed  his  disapproval  of  taking  a house  at  such 
a distance  and  entailing  the  expense  of  matron,  master,  porter,  and  establishment, 
on  the  Union.  The  subject  was  in  consequence  deferred. 

The  only  real  objection  to  this  house,  in  my  opinion,  is,  that  a committee  of 
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ex-officio  and  electoral  Guardians  could  not  be  got  to  attend  to  it ; and  yet  it  is  in 
the  poorest  and  most  populous  part  of  the  Uniou. 

On  the  Commissioners’  letter  being  read,  begging  the  Board  to  reconsider  the 
rate  resolved  on  on  the  11th  instant,  the  subject  was  discussed  at  great  length, 
when  the  feeling  of  the  Board  was  expressed,  that  “ it  would  be  impossible  to 
" collect  more  than  3s.  in  the  pound ; that  if  a higher  rate  was  demanded  the 
“ whole  country  would  be  in  despair,  and  a systematic  opposition  to  it  take  place.'* 
The  result  was,  that  a further  reduction  of  the  rate  resolved  upon  the  11th 
instant  was  made ; the  arrears  to  be  added,  as  a matter  of  course ; and  it  was 
further  resolved  to  apply  to  the  Commissioners  “ not  to  ask  for  the  advances 
“ under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act  till  after  next  harvest,  but  to  express  their 
" full  intention  of  paying  up  all  their  liabilities.” 

In  my  opinion,  this  system  of  “ putting  off  the  evil  day”  is  objectionable.  The 
rates  they  have  now  resolved  on  will  not  carry  them  through  four  months. 

The  disinclination  or  determination  not  to  give  employment  to  the  labouring 
class  still  exists.  The  feeling  is,  that  unless  all  combine  to  do  so,  the  few  will 
not  employ  labourers  and  pay  besides  heavy  rates  for  their  neighbours’  paupers. 

A letter  was  read  from  Captain  Kennedy,  agent  to  the  Devon  estates,  stating 
that  he  was  ready  to  employ  every  able-bodied  person  inArdagh  electoral  division, 
if  all  the  other  proprietors  would  do  the  same. 

On  inquiry  from  the  relieving  officers,  the  meal  has  not  yet  been  moistened, 
they  having  waited  for  further  instructions  on  that  head  ; I accordingly  gave 
directions  to  commence  the  system  at  once,  and  to  issue  no  dry  meal  to  the  able- 
bodied  class.  Implements  have  been  served  out,  and  stone-breaking  will  be  in 
operation  in  nearly  every  electoral  division  to-morrow,  27th  instant. 

There  has  been  a great  deal  of  delay  and  difficulty  about  quarries,  several 
having  been  refused.  In  some  localities  the  Guardians  will  have  to  purchase 
stone. 

The  Commissioners  may  rely  on  my  doing  all  I can  to  get  the  steeped  food  and 
labour  system  into  operation,  but  as  yet  I am  meeting  with  delays,  objections,  and 
difficulties.  I must  say  the  severity  of  the  weather  has  been  against  the  com- 
mencement of  the  stone-breaking. 

The  country  is  still  in  a disturbed  state ; within  a mile  or  two  of  this  town 
houses  have  been  attacked  and  robbed  by  armed  gangs  of  men. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  31,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  are  glad  to  perceive  that  there  is  an  improvement  in 
the  collection  of  the  poor-rate ; but  still  the  financial  state  of  the  Union  must  be 
regarded  as  unsatisfactory,  unless  the  weekly  receipts  exceed,  materially,  the  weekly 
expenses. 

In  regard  to  the  objections  made  to  hiring  a house  at  Ballingarry  as  was  pro- 
posed, I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  think  that  it  is  a mistake  to  object 
to  the  hiring  a house  at  Ballingarry,  on  the  ground  of  the  expenses  oi  the  staff. 
The  expenses  of  the  staff  would  be  far  more  than  compensated  by  the  effect  of  the 
workhouse  in  preventing  improper  persons  from  receiving  relief.  In  tact,  a simi- 
lar objection  to  the  expense  of  a staff  might  be  raised  against  the  workhouse  system 
of  relief  altogether,  and  yet  it  is  well  known  that  such  a system  is  far  more 
economical  than  any  other,  in  reference  to  relief  for  able-bodied  men. 

The  Commissioners  would  recommend  you  to  endeavour  to  convince  the  chair- 
man and  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  correctness  of  the  views  entertained  by  the 
Commissioners  on  the  subject. 

With  reference  to  your  observation  as  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  rates  now 
resolved  on,  to  carry  the  Guardians  through  a period  of  four  months,  the  Commis- 
sioners desire  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  copy  of  a letter  which  they  have 
addressed  this  day  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  subject. 

The  Commissioners  also  desire  to  observe,  that  there  appears  to  be  some 
mistake  in  regard  to  the  letter  from  Captain  Kennedy  to  which  you  refer. 
According  to  the  letter  as  entered  on  the  Guardians’  minutes,  Captain  Kennedy  s 
offer  was,  to  employ  every  able-bodied  labourer  belonging  to  the  Devon  estate  in 
the  Ardagh  district,  provided  other  proprietors  would  each  take  charge  of  their 
own  poor  and  keep  them  off  the  rates. 
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Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Guardians  : — January  31,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  under  consideration  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Newcastle  Board  of  Guardians,  on 
Tuesday  the  25lh  instant,  in  which  the  Guardians  set  forth  the  rates  which  they  finally  propose 
to  make  in  the  several  electoral  divisions  of  Newcastle  Union,  and  state  that  they  have  thought 
it  expedient  to  limit  the  new  rate  to  a maximum  of  3s.  in  the  pound. 

The  Commissioners  are  still  of  opinion  that  the  original  estimate  submitted  by  the  clerk 
was  not  excessive;  and  the  Commissioners  are  apprehensive  that  the  rates  at  present  proposed 
will  be  inadequate  to  relieve  the  destitution  of  the  Union,  unless  the  new  rates  are  collected 
with  greater  quickness  than  the  rates  which  are  shortly  to  be  closed.  Nevertheless,  as  the  Com- 
missioners caunot  positively  assume  that  this  will  not  be  the  case,  and  as  the  Guardians  have 
shown  a disposition  to  make  rates  which,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  could  not  be  regarded 
as  low  in  amount,  the  Commissioners  do  not  wish  to  interfere  further  with  the  discretion  of  the 
Guardians  in  reference  to  their  rates  for  ordinary  expenses. 

In  reference,  however,  to  the  repayment  of  advances  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  the 
Commissioners  have  to  observe  that,  until  the  loans  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act  are 
repaid,  the  poor  rates  of  each  electoral  division  remain  liable  for  the  repayment  of  such  loans. 
Now  the  Commissioners  perceive  that  there  are  three  divisions,  viz.,  Abbeyfeale,  Ardagh,  and 
Newcastle,  in  which  the  Guardians  propose  to  strike  a less  rate  than  the  maximum  of  3s.  in 
the  pound,  and  the  Commissioners  would  suggest  that  the  rates  in  each  of  those  divisions 
should  be  raised  to  the  same  level  as  the  rates  in  the  other  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  have  only  to  add,  that  the  due  relief  of  the  destitution  in  Newcastle 
Union  will  depend  on  the  manner  in  which  the  new  rates  will  be  collected ; and  the  Commis- 
sioners trust  that  the  Guardians  will  make  unusual  exertions  on  this  head,  in  order  to  compen- 
sate for  their  reduction  of  the  amount  in  the  pound  originally  proposed  for  those  rates. 
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Oldcastle  Union. 

OLDCASTLE  UNION. 


Mr.  Flanagan,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners — Renewal  of  « 
Out-door  Relief  Order ‘.—January  13,  1848. 

The  following  summary  will  show  the  total  number  of  paupers  at  present 
relieved  in  this  Union  under  the  2nd  section. 

Number  of  cases  857,  and  number  of  persons  2522.  The  weekly  expense  in 
supporting  that  number  is  82/.  5s.  9 d.,  a fraction  under  8 d.  per  head. 

Out  of  the  13  electoral  divisions  into  which  the  Union  is  divided,  there  are  five, 
Crossakeel,  Killallon,  Loughcrew,  Castlepollard,  and  Fore,  where  not  a single 
able-bodied  person  has  been  relieved.  The  landlords  and  occupiers  have,  by  their 
mutual  co-operation,  given  labour  and  employment  to  all  the  destitute  poor  in 
their  districts.  I have  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  continue  to  do  so, 
and  so_  preserve  their  properties  from  heavy  taxation,  and  maintain  amongst  the 
labouring  classes  that  self-respect  and  reliance  which  is  so  surely  endangered,  if 
not  lost  wholly  when  recipients  of  public  charity.  a 

Out  of  the  gross  number  of  persons  relieved,  1406,  more  than  one-half  of  the 
whole,  are  from  the  electoral  divisions  of  Virginia,  Castlerahan,  and  Ballyjames- 
duff  ; and  about  one-fifth  of  the  whole  from  the  electoral  division*of  Ballyjames- 
duff. 

I believe,  that  except  in  the  two  divisions  of  BallyjamesdufF  and  Castlerahan, 
the  number  relieved  has  reached  nearly,  if  not,  entirely  its  maximum,  and  even  in 
those  divisions  there  is  not  much  probability  of  any  large  increase  to  the  number. 

I endeavoured  to  obtain  a return  of  the  number  of  persons  who  had  applied  and 
been  rejected,  but  have  not  been  furnished  with  an  accurate  return,  not  more 
than  47  applicants  appear  to  have  been  actually  refused  relief,  many  however  did 
not  apply  to  the  Guardians,  whose  names  had  been  taken  down  by  the  relieving 
officers. 

My  object  in  seeking  for  that  return  was  to  try  the  efficiency  of  the  workhouse 
test,  by  comparison  of  the  proportion  of  the  numbers  relieved  to  the  gross  number 
of  applicants  here  and  in  the  Unions  of  Mullingar  and  Mountmellick. 

From  the  Mullingar  Union  I have  obtained  a return  embracing  five  of  the 
relief  districts ; in  those  five  districts,  the  applications  by  heads  of  families  were 
2284,  and  the  number  relieved  only  1359,  or  3793  persons. 

In  the  Mullingar  Union  the  workhouse  test  was,  until  lately,  very  strictly 
enforced,  and  the  actual  number  rejected  bears  a proportionally  high  ratio  to  the 
number  of  applicants. 

I regret  that  I am  unable  to  furnish  more  complete  returns  upon  this,  which 
would,  I have  no  doubt,  show  the  great  efficacy  and  consequent  necessity  of 
applying  the  workhouse  test. 

Upon  the  whole,  I would  recommend  the  further  renewal  of  the  order  under 
the  2nd  section.  It  appears  to  me  to  have  hitherto  worked  most  efficiently,  con- 
sidering the  great  difficulty  of  organizing  and  bringing  into  action  so  novel  and 
complicated  a system. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  their  un- 
remitting efforts  to  give  full  and  unlimited  efficacy  to  the  law.  The  relieving 
officers  have  collectively  and  individually  discharged  their  duties  much  to  my 
satisfaction,  and  when  the  workhouse  accommodation  has  been  sufficiently  enlarged 
by  the  erection  of  the  new  sheds,  and  full  room  is  given  for  the  application  of  the 
test,  I have  no  doubt  that  the  proportion  of  the  numbers  relieved  under  this  Act 
to  that  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  will  show  strikingly  the  great  superiority 
of  the  present  system. 

There  is  a section  of  the  Board  who  have  unfortunately  taken  up  and  acted 
upon  most  erroneous  and  dangerous  views  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  the 
work  for  the  able-bodied.  I shall  attend  in  Oldcastle  on  Wednesday  next,  for 
the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  dissuade  them  from  the  course  they  have  adopted, 
which,  if  persevered  in,  will  necessarily  pauperize  all  the  labourers  now  supporting 
themselves  upon  their  wages,  and  moreover  open  the  door  to  the  grossest  jobbing 
and  corruption. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  -.—January  15,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  a resolution  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Oldcastle  Union,  on  the  5th  instant,  in  which  they 
request  that  the  order  empowering  them  to  grant  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied 
destitute  poor,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act, 
may  be  renewed ; the  Commissioners  have  also  had  before  them  a report  from 
their  Inspector,  Mr.  Flanagan,  on  the  subject,  and  in  compliance  with  the  Guar- 
dians’ request,  [the  Commissioners  have  resolved  to  issue  an  order  renewing  the 
former  order  for  that  purpose,  for  two  months  from  the  date  of  such  order  ; and  a 
copy  of  it  is  herewith  enclosed. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


233 


Loughrea  Union. 


LOUGHREA  UNION : — Dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 


Mr.  R.  Bourke,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners 
January  12,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th 
instant,  enclosing  a communication  from  the  Under  Secretary’s  office  relative  to 
the  death  of  a man  named  John  Burke,  in  the  Loughrea  Union,  and  directing  me 
to  make  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  report  the  results  to°you, 
with  reference  especially  to  the  question  whether  the  deceased  made  application  for 
relief  either  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Union,  to  the  workhouse  master,  or 
to  any  of  the  relieving  officers. 

In  reply  I beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  from  the  evidence  of  head  constable 
Phillips,  it  appears  that  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  December,  being  informed 
that  a person  had  been  discovered  dead  in  the  woods  at  Marble-hill,  he  proceeded 
there  in  company  with  another  man,  and  found  the  body  of  deceased,  which  was 
recognised  by  his  companion  as  that  of  a person  named  John  Burke,  who  resided 
with  a relation  named  Martin,  on  the  lands  of  Moyglass,  in  the  electoral  division 
of  Ballynakill.  The  appearance  of  the  man  indicated  great  destitution  ; and  it  was 
the  opinion  of  head  constable  Phillips,  and  of  others  who  saw  the  body,  that  the 
man  had  died  of  want.  On  searching  his  person  some  grains  of  corn  were  found 
in  his  tobacco-box,  and  a note  in  his  pocket  from  Mr.  Redmond  Burke,  addressed 
to  his  brother,  who  is  a Guardian,  requesting  him  to  procure  him  admission  to  the 
workhouse.  This  note  was  dated  some  days  previously.  The  deceased’s  brother 
arrived  at  the  spot  some  short  time  afterwards,  and  stated  that  he  lived  with  his 
brother  at  Martin’s,  and  supported  himself  by  his  labour,  sharing  what  he  got  with 
his  brother ; that  he  knew  his  brother  to  be*  in  great  distress,  and  thought  he  had 
gone  up  on  the  day  before  to  Marble-hill  House  to  get  charity;  and  that  he  felt 
much  surprise  at  not  seeing  him  return. 

I cannot  find  any  trace  of  Burke’s  having  applied  for  relief  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  the  master  of  the  workhouse,  or  the  relieving  officer.  But  it  is  right  to 
state  that  the  relieving  officer  was  not  appointed  until  the  18th  December,  and  did 
not  enter  on  his  duties  until  the  3rd  January. 

I return  the  enclosure  to  your  letter  of  the  6th. 

Enclosure. 

County  of  Gahoay,  E.  R 
Marble  Hill,  Loughrea , December  28,  1847. 

This  morning  a poor  man  named  John  Burke  was  found  dead  in  Marble-hill  demesne. 
No  inquest  has  as  yet  been  held.  It  is  the  opinion  of  all  who  saw  the  body,  that  he  died  from 
want  and  destitution. 

The  Inspector- General,  George  Phillips,  Head  Constable,  2nd  Class. 

§-c.  Sj-c. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians: — January  14,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  desire  me  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Loughrea  Union,  that  it  appears  that  the  body  of  a poor  man 
named  John  Burke,  was  found  in  the  wood  ot  Marble-hill  demesne,  on  the  28tli 
ultimo ; and  that  on  inquiry  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  person  died  of  starva- 
tion. It  further  appears  that  there  was  found  in  his  pocket  a letter  from  Mr. 
Redmond  Burke  to  a member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  recommending  this 
destitute  man  as  a fit  object  for  relief. 

The  Commissioners  have  learned  that  the  relieving  officer  for  the  district  did 
not  enter  on  his  duties  until  the  3rd  instant ; and  they  cannot  disguise  from  them- 
selves the  possibility  that  the  death  of  Johu  Burke  might  have  been  prevented  if 
the  Guardians  had  not  so  long  delayed  to  comply  with  the  Commissioners’  order 
for  the  appointment  of  relieving  officers. 

The  Commissioners  however  now  only  draw  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to 
this  calamitous  occurrence  in  the  hope  that  sufficient  provision  will  be  made  for 
enabling  the  relieving  officers  to  afford  the  aid  which  is  authorized  by  law  in  all 
cases  of  urgent  necessity,  and  that  they  will  be  held  to  a strict  performance  of  the 
duties  devolved  on  them. 

2 H 
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Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes  : — January  22,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  the  Guar- 
dians at  their  meeting  of  the  22nd  January,  stated  in  reply : That  this  man  Burke, 
who  was  a tenant  of  Mr,  Burke’s  of  Moyglass,  had  been  suffering  from  fever  and 
dysentery,  and  objected  to  go  into  the  poor-house,  where  he  had  been  peatedly 
urged  to  go,  so  that  if  a relieving  officer  had  been  sooner  appointed,  it  would  have 
made  no  change  in  this  poor  man’s  case,  as  he  absolutely  refused  to  accompany  his 
family  into  the  poor-house,  who  at  the  time  were  receiving  relief  there,  under  the 
peculiar  circumstance  of  the  case,  without  the  husband. 


Mr.  R.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  12,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  forwarding  a communica- 
tion from  the  Under  Secretary’s  office,  relating  to  the  death  of  a person  named 
Michael  Crevan,  who  is  stated  to  have  died  of  destitution  and  want  at  Borken,  in 
the  Loughrea  Union,  and  directing  me  to  make  such  inquiry  into  the  circum- 
stances, as  would  enable  me  to  report  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  especially  whether 
the  deceased  made  application  for  relief,  either  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  the 
workhouse  master,  or  to  any  of  the  relieving  officers,  I have  now  the  honour  to 
state  to  you  that  having  examined  a sub-constable,  named  James  Baskerville, 
stationed  at  Borken,  I am  informed  that  on  the  evening  of  Sunday,  the  26th 
December  last,  he  saw  the  deceased  lying  in  a bye  road,  about  half  a mile  from 
the  police  barracks  at  Borken.  He  was  surrounded  by  five  or  six  men,  who  had 
brought  him  some  straw  to  lie  on,  and  had  lighted  a fire.  The  deceased  appeared 
extremely  feeble  and  emaciated,  and  complained  of  cramps  in  his  legs,  adding  that 
he  had  eaten  nothing  for  two  days.  The  sub-constable  bought  him  some  bread  at 
a neighbouring  shop,  and  sent  it  to  him  ; but  in  the  morning  when  he  passed 
again  the  man  was  dead,  and  the  bread  remained  untouched  at  his  side.  The  con- 
stable further  states,  that  the  deceased  said  he  belonged  to  Athenry  ; but  had  been 
begging  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place  where  he  died  for  a fortnight  before  his 
decease,  and  that  he  did  not  know  where  to  get  a ticket  for  the  workhouse,  and  was 
moreover  too  feeble  to  go  there.  Some  hours  after  he  had  seen  him  dead,  the 
constable  reported  the  circumstance  to  the  relieving  officer,  whom  he  met  at  a 
neighbouring  house.  This  officer,  whose  name  is  William  Proctor,  stated  that  no 
previous  application  had  been  made  to  him  by  the  deceased,  or  on  his  behalf,  for 
relief.  That  at  the  period  of  his  death,  he  had  not  entered  on  his  duties  as 
relieving  officer,  having  been  appointed  by  the  Guardians  on  the  18th  December, 
and  not  confirmed  till  the  1st  January,  and  that  it  was  not  till  the  3rd  of  that 
month  that  he  opened  an  office  for  receiving  applications  for  rebel. 

Upon  examination  of  the  Application  Books  at  the  workhouse,  I cannot  find 
that  any  person  of  the  name  of  Michael  Crevan  applied  for  admission,  either  to 
the  Board  of  Guardians  or  the  master.  A person  ol  that  name  appears  as  having 
been  discharged  on  the  19th  December,  but  from  the  account  of  himself  given  by 
the  deceased,  it  could  not  have  been  him. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  adverting  to  the  possibility,  that  if  relieving 
officers  had  been  sooner  appointed  in  Loughrea  Union,  this  unfortunate  man  might 
have  had  some  ascertained  place  to  apply  to  for  relief  in  the  extremity  of  his 
distress. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  17,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  with  regard  to  your  remarks  as  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
appointment  of  the  relieving  officer  for  the  district  in  which  this  poor  man  died, 
that  the  answers  to  the  usual  queries  relating  to  the  relieving  officer  were  received 
in  this  office  on  the  20th  December,  and  were  referred  to  you  on  that  day ; the 
Commissioners  confirmed  the  appointment  of  the  relieving  officer  on  the  23rd  De- 
cember, which  was  the  day  on  which  the  answers  to  the  queries  were  received  back 
from  you. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians: — January  19,  1848. 

Adverting  to  their  letter  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  sanctioning  the  appoint- 
ment of  relieving  officers  for  the  Loughrea  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Loughrea  Union 
to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a communication  which  has  been  referred  to  the  Commis- 
sioners from  the  Under  Secretary’s  office,  relating  to  the  decease  of  a poor  man 
named  Michael  Crevan,  who,  it  is  stated,  died  of  destitution  and  want. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  received  a report 
from  their  Inspector,  Mr.  R.  Bourke,  on  the  subject,  in  which  he  states  that  he 
was  informed  by  a sub-constable  of  police,  named  James  Baskerville,  stationed  at 
Borken,  that  he  saw  the  deceased  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  ultimo  in  a bye 
road,  about  half  a mile  from  the  police  barracks  at  Borken,  and  that  he  was 
surrounded  by  five  or  six  men  who  had  brought  him  some  straw  to  lie  on,  and  bad 
lighted  a fire ; that  the  deceased  appeared  extremely  feeble  and  emaciated,  and 
complained  of  cramps  in  his  legs,  adding  that  he  had  eaten  nothing  for  two  days ; 
that  the  sub-constable  bought  him  some  bread  at  a neighbouring  shop  and  sent  it 
to  him,  but  in  the  morning  when  he  passed  again  the  man  was  dead,  and  the  bread 
remained  untouched  at  his  side. 

Mr.  Bourke  further  reports  that  the  constable  stated  that  the  deceased  said  he 
belonged  to  Athenry,  but  had  been  begging  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place 
where  he  died,  for  a fortnight  before  his  decease,  and  that  he  did  not  know  where 
to  get  a ticket  for  the  workhouse,  and  was  moreover  too  feeble  to  go  there ; that 
some  hours  after  he  saw  him  dead,  the  constable  reported  the  circumstance  to 
the  relieving  officer,  William  Proctor,  who  stated  that  no  previous  application  had 
been  made  to  him  by  the  deceased,  or  on  his  behalf,  for  relief ; and  that  at  the 
period  of  the  death  of  the  deceased  he  had  not  entered  on  his  duties  as  relieving 
officer,  and  that  it  was  not  until  the  3rd  January  that  he  opened  an  office  for 
receiving  applications  for  relief. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  observe,  that  as  the  relieving  officer  of  the  district 
did  not  enter  on  his  duties  until  the  3rd  January,  this  destitute  person’s  death 
might  also  probably  have  been  prevented,  if  the  Guardians  had  not  so  long  delayed 
to  comply  with  the  Commissioners’  order  for  the  appointment  of  relieving  officers. 

The  Commissioners  advert  to  the  past,  in  order  that  it  may  be  a warning  for 
the  future,  and  they  rely  on  the  Guardians  for  the  adoption  of  all  requisite  means 
to  give  full  effect  to  the  powers  which  at  present  they  possess,  for  affording  relief 
either  in  the  workhouse  or  out  of  doors  through  the  relieving  officers,  in  the  cases 
which  the  law  permits  to  be  so  relieved. 


Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes  : — January  24,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  relative  to  the 
death  of  Michael  Crevan,  the  Guardians,  at  their  meeting  of  the  24th  January, 
state  that  he  was  an  inmate  of  the  house  from  the  10th  July,  1847,  to  19th 
December,  1847,  when  he  voluntarily  went  out  in  consequence  of  his  being 
prevented  from  smoking  tobacco. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  R.  Bourke  : — February  3,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy  of 
a letter  which  they  have  received  from  the  Rev.  P.  Lyons,  P.  P.,  of  Killmeen, 
relating  to  the  distress  existing  in  that  portion  of  the  Loughrea  Union,  and  I am 
to  request  your  immediate  attention  to  the  statements  contained  in  that  communi- 
cation. 

The  Commissioners  request  you  to  report  specifically  whether  up  to  the  present 
time  the  Board  of  Guardians  can  be  considered  to  have  effectually  discharged  their 
duties ; and  the  Commissioners  beg  that  if  such  shall  appear  to  you  to  be  the  case, 
you  will  make  your  report  to  that  effect  so  explanatory  as  that  it  may  warrant  the 
Commissioners  in  withholding  an  order  for  the  Board’s  dissolution,  which  other- 
wise the  Commissioners  will  feel  themselves  bound  to  issue. 


2 H 2 
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Mr.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners  in  reply: — February  7,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  my  reasons  for  thinking  that  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Loughrea  Union  cannot  be  considered  to  have  effectually 
discharged  the  duties  assigned  to  them  by  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

Up  to  a very  late  period  the  Guardians  opposed  themselves  to  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal features  of  this  law,  the  appointment  of  relieving  officers  ; and  though  the 
subject  was  repeatedly  brought  under  their  notice,  it  was  not  till  the  17th 
December  last  that  they  proceeded  to  the  discharge  of  this  duty ; the  motive 
assigned  for  this  delay  being,  that  the  Guardians  considered  these  officers  to  be 
required  for  the  administration  of  out-door  relief  alone,  and  that  they  were  deter- 
mined to  defer  this  mode  of  relief  as  long  as  possible.  In  pursuance  of  this  reso- 
lution the  Guardians  engaged  a house  for  the  reception  of  the  pauper  children, 
and  entered  into  some  negociations  for  additional  buildings  to  accommodate  the 
increasing  number  of  applicants;  but  as  these  latter  were  not  successful,  and 
during  their  course  the  Guardians  continued  to  admit  all  persons  applying  for 
relief,  the  numbers  in  the  house  soon  swelled  to  a dangerous  extent,  and  deaths 
rapidly  increased.  Their  number  was  enlarged  by  the  fact,  that  from  a general 
dislike  among  the  people  to  enter  into  any  workhouse,  and  the  particular  horror 
felt  with  regard  to  Loughrea,  from  an  idea  of  the  fatal  effects  of  disease  there, 
applicants  were  withheld  from  seeking  admission,  until  privations  and  hardship 
had  so  exhausted  their  strength  that  they  died  immediately  after  their  entrance. 

On  Saturday  last,  the  5th  instant,  I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians.  The  number  of  inmates  then  in  the  house  was  1 136,  being  236 
persons  more  than  the  house  was  calculated  to  contain,  and  120  fresh  cases  were 
brought  forward  by  the  relieving  officers.  Of  those  in  the  house  165  had  been 
provisionally  admitted  by  the  relieving  officers  during  the  week,  but  partly  in  con- 
sequence of  the  want  of  room  in  the  house,  and  partly  because  there  were  no 
clothes  in  which  they  could  be  dressed,  they  had  been  kept  in  the  two  male  proba- 
tionary wards,  where  they  were  most  dangerously  crowded,  with  nothing  to  sleep 
upon  but  a heap  of  straw,  for  several  days  before  the  meeting.  On  this  occasion  a 
letter  was  read  from  your  Board  calling  on  the  Guardians  to  provide  for  the 
increasing  number  of  applicants,  by  discharging  on  out-door  allowances  such 
persons  as  could  thus  be  legally  relieved  by  the  Guardians ; but  no  order  was 
made  upon  it,  and  nothing  further  was  done,  than  to  give  provisional  relief  to  the 
whole  number  of  2S5  persons  until  accommodation  could  be  provided  for  them. 
Such  persons  as  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  were  consequently  given  a week’s 
supply  of  food  and  sent  away,  and  the  rest  were  kept  until  the  several  relieving 
officers  could  supply  them  in  their  own  districts ; all  being  desired  to  return  on 
the  following  Board  day,  and  be  admitted  to  the  workhouse. 

The  condition  of  the  workhouse  itself  was  not  more  satisfactory  than  the 
arrangements  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  The  damage  done  to  the  roof  by  the  storm 
which  occurred  at  the  end  of  November  is  still  unrepaired.  The  clothing  of  the 
women  and  female  children  is  still  insufficient ; and  the  boys’  and  girls’  schools 
totally  unsupplied  with  the  necessary  requisites  for  affording  instruction,  though 
repeated  applications  have  been  made  for  them. 

The  condition  of  the  poor  of  the  Union  is  admitted  by  all  persons,  whether 
Guardians  or  not,  to  be_  most  miserable,  and  several  deaths  have  lately  occurred 
from  destitution  ; and  though  in  many  instances  it  has  appeared  that  the  parties 
were  offered  admission  into  the  workhouse,  it  is  not  wonderful,  considering  the 
mortality  which  has  occurred  there,  fever  and  dysentery  being  prevalent,  that 
persons  have  been  found  who  prefer  the  chance  of  death  by  the  road-side  to  that 
of  death  by  disease  in  the  workhouse,  which  since  October  last  lias  carried  off 
upwards  of  200  persons  in  Loughrea. 

Whilst  thus  giving  my  opinion  of  the  manner  in  which  relief  has,  to  the  present 
time,  been  administered  in  this  Union,  I feel  it  my  duty  to  state  that  the  repre-  • 
sentatious  in  the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lyons  appear  to  me  much  exaggerated, 
and  that  the  evidence  alleged  to  have  been  given  by  the  medical  officer  is  distinctly 
denied  by  him. 
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Dr.  Phelan,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners  : —February  9,  1848.  Loughrea  Union- 

I have  the  honour  of  informing  you  that  I carefully  inspected  the 
Loughrea  workhouse,  accompanied  by  the  medical  officer,  on  the  3rd  and  4th 
instant,  aud  that  I attended  the  Board  of  Guardians’  meeting  on  the  5th. 

The  house  contained  1127  paupers,  12  of  which  were  in  the  idiot  cells,  76  in 
the  lever  sheds,  58  in  the  infirmary,  60  in  the  male  aud  female  aged  and  infirm 
dormitories,  and  28  in  three  other  dormitories.  All  these,  making  a total  of  234, 
were  on  the  sick  list.  The  patients  in  the  fever  sheds  were  cases  of  fever  and  of 
dysentery — the  latter,  as  last  year,  often  supervening  on  the  former,  and  frequently 
with  fatal  effect.  But  there  was  not  a case  of  typhus  fever  in  them  ; all  the 
patients  of  th.it  class  being  only  slightly  affected,  except  when  dysentery  or 
diarrhoea  had  set  in.  Here,  as  in  many  other  Unions  which  I have  lately 
visited,  lever  as  an  epidemic,  has  in  great  measure  ceased. 

The  remaining  sick  were  chronic  cases,  many  of  them  also  having  in  addition 
dysentery  or  diarrhoea,  or  they  were  patients  affected  with  the  latter  diseases  only. 

The  medical  officer  has  been  very  careful  not  to  overcrowd  his  infirmary  and  other 
wards  in  which  there  are  sick  paupers  ; and  on  this  account,  and  from  this  large 
number  of  sick,  the  aged  and  infirm  dormitories  have  been  entirely  appropriated 
to  that  class,  as  also  portions  of  the  upper  dormitories. 

As  there  is  some  spare  accommodation  in  the  idiots’  portions  and  in  the  fever 
sheds,  I advised  the  medical  officer  to  remove  all  the  28  cases  in  the  upper  dor- 
mitories, so  as  to  have  them  entirely  free  from  sickness  ; and  as  the  premises,  now 
nearly  ready  for  occupation  will  soon  displace,  perhaps,  160  paupers  to  them,  I 
suggesied  that,  on  their  removal,  the  dormitories  of  the  aged  and  infirm  be  also 
emptied;  and  this  class,  after  proper  whitewashing  has  taken  place,  restored  to 
them,  it  being  very  desirable,  if  possible,  to  have  them  in  their  proper  places. 

The  medical  officer  is  extremely  attentive  to  his  duties,  to  which  he  devotes 
more  time  than  any  other  that  I am  acquainted  with. 

This  house  is  in  a very  unsatisfactory  condition.  A considerable  number  of  the 
boys  and  girls  are  very  badly  clad,  even  those  who  have  house  clothing.  The 
adult  females  aud  the  aged  and  infirm  are  too  lightly  clad  ; besides  a very  large 
number  have  only  their  own  filthy  clothes.  The  dietary  of  the  adults  has  been 
insufficient  and  ol  bad  quality.  I examined  milk  on  two  successive  days,  which 
must  have  contained  a considerable  proportion  of  water,  but  the  supply  even  of  this 
article  is  very  small,  not  even  sufficient  for  the  sick  and  the  young,  and  aged  and 
infirm.  The  breakfast  hitherto  has  been  7 oz.  Indian  meal  for  adults,  and  f oz. 
treacle;  14  oz.  brown  bread  for  dinner,  with  a pint  of  cocoa.  This  cocoa  is 
sweetened  with  treacle,  and  only  contains  two  gallons  of  milk  for  several  hundred 
persons.  The  junior  classes  have  been  better  fed.  At  their  breakfast  more  than 
hall  the  boys  and  girls  bad  no  spoons : a large  proportion  of  them  look  very  badly, 
evidently  in  a reduced  condition,  although  not  actually  affected  with  any  disease. 

These,  I may  observe,  are  such  as  have  been  admitted  within  the  last  two  or  three 
mouths : they  are  stated  to  have  been  then  in  the  most  wretched  condition ; and 
the  contrast  between  them  and  those  that  have  been  some  months  in  the  house  is 
very  considerable — the  latter  being  far  more  healthy  and  muscular,  although  in 
those  respects,  inferior  to  the  same  class  in  most  other  houses. 

To  improve  the  condition  of  all  I advised  a better  dietary,  to  which  I requested 
the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  by  which  a minute  was  made  that  it  be 
acted  on  ; but  I confess  my  doubts  that  such  will  be  the  case,  although  I attribute 
it  more  to  want  of  habits  of  business  than  to  any  intention  to  evade  it.  I feel 
these  doubts,  partly,  because  the  suggestions  I formerly  made  on  the  same  sub- 
jects, and  in  respect  to  ventilation,  have  not  been  in  the  slightest  degree  attended 
to.  The  ventilation  of  the  infirmary  and  of  all  parts  of  the  workhouse  remains  in 
the  same  defective  state  as  that  in  which  I before  described  it. 

I found  the  privies  in  the  most  filthy  and  disgusting  state.  There  were  38  men 
in  the  lower  male  probationary  ward,  all  of  whom  had  slept  in  the  upper  on  the 
previous  night.  On  going  into  their  proper  yard,  that  connected  with  the  lower 
ward,  I found  a considerable  quantity  of  dung,  ashes,  &c.,  outside  the  door,  and 
the  floor  of  the  privy  was  covered  with  faeces,  some  evidently  of  more  than  a day’s 
continuance.  In  the  lower  female  probationary  ward  there  were  75  women  and 
48  girls  and  young  children.  These  123  had  slept,  on  the  previous  night  in  the 
upper  probationary  ward,  in  which  there  should  not  be  more  than  about  24  to  30, 
at  most,  put.  All— -men,  women,  &c.,  wore  their  own  clothes,  and  presented  an 
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appearance  of  the  most  wretched  description  ; want  in  the  case  of  all,  starvation 
in  that  of  most,  was  too  evident.  Many  of  them  were  ill,  and  some  were  selected 
by  the  medical  officer,  at  my  request,  for  removal  to  the  infirmary  or  fever  sheds. 
I have  no  doubt  that  the  congregation  of  so  many  in  these  wards  must  produce 
disease  in  no  small  proportion  of  them.  At  the  female  side,  50  cubic  feet  of  air 
was  about  the  amount  which  the  room  averaged  for  each  ; but  when  the  disgusting 
and  filthy  clothes  of  the  parties  are  considered,  and  the  unclean  state  of  those 
miserable  creatures  perceived,  were  the  space  four  times  as  much  it  would  not  have 
been  sufficient  for  them. 

The  yard  and  privy  at  the  female  side  were  still  more  disgracefully  dirty  than 
at  the  male  side.  The  sight  was  sufficient  to  sicken  any  person,  the  stench  almost 
sure  to  do  so. 

I brought  the  porter  and  the  master  to  view  those  yards  and  privies,  and  I 
informed  the  former  that  his  conduct  was  so  reprehensible,  in  neglecting  to  keep 
those  places  in  a more  cleanly  state,  at  a time  when  cleanliness  was  more  espe- 
cially required,  that  I should  feel  it  my  duty  to  suggest  his  dismissal  to  the  Poor- 
Law  Commissioners  and  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  which  I spoke  on  the 
subject,  but  without  any  result  that  I am  aware  of.  An  example  of  this  kind 
appears  to  me  to  be  required. 

Although  not  my  particular  duty,  I feel  it  right  to  observe  that,  on  looking 
through  the  boys’  schoolroom,  I was  informed  by  the  schoolmaster  that  he  has 
been  three  months  in  office  then,  and  that  he  has  not  yet  got  any  one  article  of 
school  materials ; consequently  he  has  not  given  any  school  instruction,  except 
teaching  Catechism.  Pie  has  repeatedly  asked  for  the  necessary  supplies,  and  has 
made  written  requisitions  for  them.  The  same  is  the  case  in  the  girls’  school, 
except  that  there  happens  to  be  a few  books  there;  but,  in  fact,  no  means  of 
instruction  are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  either. 

The  monotony  occasioned  by  this  want  of  instruction  must  be  injurious  to  these 
boys  and  girls,  and  is  highly  discreditable  to  the  department. 

Nearly  every  part  of  the  house  is  black  from  want  of  whitewashing.  No 
peasant’s  hut  could  be  more  so  than  the  nursery,  which  smoked  so  as  to  render  it 
difficult  to  remain  many  minutes  in  it,  yet  it  contained  36  women  and  36  infants. 
Of  course  it  was  an  unhealthy  place  for  either,  especially  for  the  latter.  In  the 
day-room  there  were  133  adults  when  I went  through,  several  were  aged  and 
infirm.  All  sat  on  the  floor,  there  was  not  a form  in  the  room,  nor  one  in  the 
nursery.  This  also,  and  the  female  aged  and  infirm  dormitory  (the  latter  especially) 
were  black  from  smoke;  and  as  no  means  of  improving  the  ventilation  bad  been 
adopted,  not  even  the  simple  and  inexpensive  one  of  opening  the  windows,  the 
atmosphere  of  course  was  impure. 

Matters  were  not  quite  so  bad,  but  not  much  less  so,  at  the  male  side,  in  the 
aged  and  infirm  dormitory  of  which  there  were  28  patients,  none  of  whom  had 
got  any  breakfast  at  12  o’clock,  when  I was  going  through. 

The  house  is  admirably  located,  the  site  an  excellent  one  ; there  is  no  nuisance 
from  want  of  drainage,  nor  from  any  other  cause  that  I could  perceive.  Heaps  of 
dung  and  other  offensive  matter  are  immediately  outside  the  gates.  These  I 
before  advised  to  be  deposited  at  the  far  part  of  the  ground. 

The  average  weekly  cost  per  head  for  the  healthy  classes  in  this  house  has 
latterly  been  about  Is.  4 Id.,  for  the  sick,  2s.  3 Id.,  for  all.  Is.  6hd. 

The  nurse-tending  and  hospital  assistance  are  not  satisfactory,  although 
improved  since  my  last  visit.  The  medical  portions  of  the  houses  are  however 
the  best. 

This  house  contained  only  207  paupers  on  the  29th  September,  1846.  In 
the  subsequent  year,  3121  were  admitted,  and  if  the  returns  be  correct,  920  died, 
or  about  28  per  cent. 

The  reduced  condition  in  which  a large  proportion  of  the  paupers  were  admitted, 
latterly  at  least,  will  be  perceived  from  the  following  return  which  I have  ex- 
tracted from  the  register.  From  the  1st  of  October  last  to  the  4th  of  February 
1730  paupers  were  admitted;  753  of  these  went  out  discharged,  and  210  died, 
giving  in  4 months  a mortality  of  12  per  cent,  in  the  house  on  these  paupers, 
independent  of  such  mortality  as  may  have  taken  place  after  they  had  been  dis- 
charged. Judging  from  the  wretched  appearance  of  those  who  applied  for  relief  on 
the  iast  Board-day,  as  well  as  from  that  of  those  who  had  been  provisionally 
admitted,  and  who  were,  as  above  described,  in  the  probationary  wards,  and  from 
observations  and  inquiries  otherwise  made  by  me,  I cannot  hesitate  to  express  my 
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great  apprehensions  that  these  paupers  only  represent  the  condition  of  a large 
portion  ot  the  Union  population,  amongst  whom,  I can  scarcely  doubt,  that  very 
great  destitution  extensively  prevails. 

Impressed  with  this  apprehension,  I anxiously  observed  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  which,  up  to  that  day,  had  given  no  relief  outside  the  work- 
house.  I remarked  to  them  on  the  number  that  was  sick,  and  informed  them 
that,  considering  the  extent  of  sickness  in  the  house,  although  not  of  a very  bad 
contagious  character,  the  reduced  condition  of  the  paupers  generally,  and  the  want 
of  proper  clothing  by  many,  it  was  my  opinion  that  none  of  those  in  the  probationary 
wards  ought  to  be  admitted  on  th.it  day,  nor  until  more  room  and  more  clothing 
should  be  obtained.  The  disposition  to  admit  was,  notwithstanding,  apparent ; 
and  I then  showed  that  of  the  1730  admitted  since  October,  210  died,  and  I com- 
mented on  that  fact,  and  stated  my  apprehensions  that  much  injury  must  arise 
from  any  further  admissions  ; and  I added  that  I could  not  doubt  'that  there  must 
be  many  outside,  aged  and  infirm,  temporary  ill,  and  widows  having  children,  as 
well  as  able-bodied,  who  are  very  destitute.  This  was  not  denied,  but  the 
Guardians  stated  that  all  who  applied  to  them  were  admitted,  and  thus  inferred 
that  all  who  wished  for  relief  got  it,  at  least,  that  none  were  refused  it.  1 am 
satisfied  that  in  this  Union  there  is  much  fallacy,  the  Guardians  perhaps  not 
perceiving  it. 

On  much  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  Bourke,  who  soon  came  to  the  Board-room, 
took  a judicious  part,  it  was  admitted  that  a vast  amount  of  destitution  exists  in 
portions  of  the  Union,  an  amount  which  the  workhouse  accommodation  is  totally 
inadequate  to  meet ; yet  the  Guardians  would,  I doubt  not,  have  put  the  paupers 
in  the  probationary  wards  into  the  house,  as  well  as  a considerable  number  that 
day  applying,  had  not  Mr.  Bourke  and  myself  strongly  pointed  out  the  danger 
that  must  arise  from  such  overcrowding.  I handed  in  a paper  which  explained 
this,  and  stated  that  it  was  my  particular  duty,  when  able  to  have  the  honour  of 
waiting  on  a Board  of  Guardians,  to  point  out  the  danger  of  such  overcrowding 
as  I then  saw.  Mr.  Bourke  was  also  very  decided,  and  at  length  the  Guardians, 
at  our  suggestion,  gave  relief  outside  for  a week  to  such  of  those  applicants  as  the 
medical  officer  thought  able  to  return  home. 

I beg  to  observe  that,  throughout,  the  Guardians  were  extremely  courteous, 
and  that  they  received  these  suggestions  in  the  kindest  manner,  whilst  it  was 
evident  their  wishes  were  to  put  more  into  the  house,  and  to  give  no  relief 
outside. 

I feel  it  my  duty  to  conclude  by  informing  you,  that  when  thus  pressed,  and 
when  ordering  out  relief  for  those  paupers,  some  of  the  more  influential  and 
wealthy  Guardians  declared  that  if  out-door  relief  be  given,  they  will  at  once 
discharge  their  labourers,  except  those  usually  employed  by  them  ; and  from  this, 
and  the  several  circumstances  above  enumerated,  I am  strougly  impressed  with 
the  conviction  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  will  not  carry  out  the  law,  so  as  to 
give  in-door  and  oul-door  relief  to  the  fit  objects  which  are  in  need  of  it.  1 wish 
to  be  understood  as  meaning  rather  that  the  Guardians  do  not  appear  to  be  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  fulfilling  the  duties  which  devolve  upon  them,  rather 
than  that  they  are  unwilling  to  fulfil  them.  But  of  their  want  of  intention  to  do 
so  I have  little  doubt. 

On  coming  through  the  Portumna  portion  of  the  Union  my  inquiries  confirmed 
the  foregoing  views. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — February  12,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  serious  consideration  reports 
from  their  Inspectors,  Mr.  Bourke  and  Mr.  Phelan,  respecting  the  condition  of 
Loughrea  workhouse,  and  the  administration  of  relief  in  Loughrea  Union. 

Mr.  Bourke  states  that  on  Saturday,  the  29th  ultimo,  he  attended  the  weekly 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  when  the  number  of  inmates  in  the  workhouse 
exceeded  by  236  persons  the  number  that  the  house  was  calculated  to  contain. 

He  further  states,  that  120  fresh  cases  were  on  that  day  brought  forward  by 
the  relieving  officers,  and  that  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  165  had  been 
provisionally  admitted  during  the  week ; but  that  partly  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  room  in  the  house,  and  partly  because  there  were  no  clothes  in  which 
they  could  be  dressed,  they  had  been  kept  in  the  two  small  probationary  wards. 


Loughrea  Union. 
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where  they  were  most  dangerously  crowded  for  several  days  before  the  Guardians’ 
meeting,  with  nothing  to  sleep  upon  but  a sheaf  of  straw. 

Mr.  Bourke,  adverting  further  to  the  condition  of  the  workhouse,  observes  that 
the  damage  done  to  the  roof  by  a storm  which  occurred  in  November  last  is 
unrepaired,  that  the  clothing  of  the  women  and  female  children  is  insufficient, 
and  that  the  boys’  and  girls’  schools  are  totally  unprovided  with  the  necessary 
requisites  for  affording  instruction,  though  repeated  applications  have  been  made 
to  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  them. 

Mr.  Bourke’ s observations  on  the  condition  of  the  workhouse  are  strongly 
corroborated  by  Mr.  Phelan,  from  whose  report  the  following  passages  are 
extracts 

“ This  house  is  in  a very  unsatisfactory  condition.  A considerable  number  of 
“ the  boys  and  girls  are  very  badly  clad,  even  those  who  have  house  clothing.  The 
“ adult  .females  and  the  aged  and  infirm  are  too  lightly  clad  ; besides  a very  large 
“ number  have  only  their  own  filthy  clothes. 

“There  were  38  men  in  the  lower  male  probationary  ward,  all  of  whom  had 
“ slept  in  the  upper  on  the  previous  night.  On  going  into  their  proper  yard,  that 
“ connected  with  the  lower  yard,  I found  a considerable  quantity  of  dung,  ashes, 
" &c.,  outside  the  door ; and  the  floor  of  the  privy  was  covered  with  faeces,  some 
“ evidently  of  more  than  a day’s  continuance. 

“In  the  lower  female  probationary  ward  there  were  75  women,  and  48  girls 
“ and  young  children.  These  123  had  slept  on  the  previous  night  in  the  upper 
“ probationary  ward,  in  which  there  should  not  be  more  than  about  24  to  30  at 
“ most  put.  All, — men,  women,  &c.,  wore  their  own  clothes,  and  presented  an 
“ appearance  of  the  most  wretched  description. 

“ I have  no  doubt  that  the  congregation  of  so  many  in  these  wards  must 
“ produce  disease  in  no  small  proportion  of  them.  At  the  female  side,  50  cubic 
“ feet  of  air  was  about  the  amount  which  the  room  averaged  for  each ; but  when 
“ the  disgusting  and  filthy  clothes  of  the  party  are  considered,  and  the  unclean 
“ state  of  these  miserable  creatures  perceived,  were  the  space  four  times  as  much, 
“ it  would  not  have  been  sufficient  for  them. 

“The  yard  and  privy  at  the  female  side  were  still  more  disgracefully  dirty  than 
“ at  the  male  side ; the  sight  was  sufficient  to  sicken  any  person,  the  stench 
‘ 4 almost  sure  to  do  so.” 

While  such  is  the  condition  of  the  workhouse,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that 
much  destitution  exists  in  the  Union  ; and  it  appears  that  persons  have  been  found 
who  prefer  to  run  the  chance  of  death  by  the  road-side,  rather  than  to  become 
inmates  of  the  Union  workhouse;  a result  which  may  reasonably  be  expected 
under  the  present  system  of  management. 

In  connexion  with  the  state  of  things  as  above  described,  and  as  partly 
accounting  for  them,  the  Commissioners  must  advert  to  the  fact  that  the  Guar- 
dians did  not  obey  the  law  in  reference  to  the  appointment  of  relieving  officers 
until  the  17th  of  last  December  ; and,  notwithstanding  the  instructions  and  remon- 
strances of  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject,  the  Guardians  have  not  yet  given 
any  relief  to  the  impotent  poor  out  of  the  workhouse,  under  the  1st  section  of  the 
Irish  Relief  Extension  Act. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  Loughrea 
Board  of  Guardians  have  signally  failed  to  discharge  their  duies  duly  and 
effectually,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  Legislature.  The  Commissioners 
therefore  transmit  herewith  a formal  order  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Board,  and 
they  will  proceed  with  the  least  possible  delay  to  appoint  paid  officers  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  the  Union. 


Extracts  from  Guardians’  Minutes  at  an  adjourned  Meeting  held  on  the 
14th  February,  1848. 

Resolved , — That  being  now  informed  that  this  Board  was  dissolved  by  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  on  Saturday  last,  without  their  making  any  communi- 
cation to  this  Board,  we  consider  this  step  upon  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  as 
discourteous,  offensive,  and  unwarrantable ; because  we  have  afforded  relief  to  all 
who  have  applied  for  it,  procured  houses  for  the  reception  of  1200  additional 
paupers,  imposed  a 3s.  rate,  collected  a great  portion  of  it,  and  were  now  prepared 
to  afford  extensively  relief  to  the  really  destitute,  though  opposed  to  indiscriminate 
out-door  relief.  This  arbitrary  proceeding  upon  the  part  of  the  Commissioners 
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against  this  Board  of  Guardians,  who  are  composed  of  men  deeply  interested  for  LoughreaU 
the  Union,  its  poor,  and  its  rate-payers,  and  who,  when  the  rates  could  not  he 
collected,  advanced  funds  to  sustain  the  workhouse,  is  calculated  to  diminish  any 
confidence  which  the  right-minded  and  well-disposed  might  have  heretofore  placed 
in  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law. 

Resolved , — That  having  now  read  the  reasons  given  by  the  Commissioners  for 
the  dissolution  of  this  Board,  we  are  confirmed  in  our  opinion  as  expressed  in  the 
foregoing  resolution. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners; — February  20,  1848. 

Having  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  paid  Guardians  of  the 
Union  ot  Loughrea,  by  virtue  ol  the  authority  conveyed  to  us  by  your  sealed  order 
of  the  16th  of  February,  1848,  we  have  now  the  honour  to  submit  our  first  report 
on  the  state  of  the  above  Union,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your 
communication  of  the  1 8th  instant. 

Our  first  duty  on  arriving  here  was  to  visit  the  workhouse ; and  we  can  scarcely 
convey  an  idea  of  the  total  absence  of  any  thing  at  all  approaching  to  order  or 
decency  in  which  we  found  almost  every  department ; the  Board-room  did  not 
appear  as  if  it  had  been  cleansed  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  old  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, which  took  place  a week  previously ; the  floor  was  in  a perfect  float  of 
water  ; the  rate  and  other  books  of  the  Union  were  lying  scattered  about  the 
floor  in  all  directions ; the  clerk’s  office  was  in  a very  filthy  condition,  the  floor 
saturated  with  wet,  and  the  papers  strewn  about;  the  probation  wards,  adjoining 
the  Board-room,  and  into  one  of  which  the  late  Guardians  have  recently  opened  a 
communication  from  the  Board-room,  were  in  a very  disreputable  state,  wet 
and  filthy  in  the  extreme  ; a heap  of  dirty  straw  piled  up  in  one  corner ; several 
panes  of  glass  broken  in  the  windows,  and  their  places  supplied  by  pledgets  of 
straw. 

On  proceeding  to  the  main  body  of  the  house  at  eleven  o'clock,  a.m.,  we  found' 
the  adult  paupers  at  breakfast.  The  Indian  meal  stirabout  with  which  they  were 
supplied  was  thin,  much  burned,  and  otherwise  infamously  cooked.  Many  of  the 
paupers  were  served  with  sour  porter  or  beer  (in  lieu  of  milk)  to  take  with  their 
porridge ; and  on  our  inquiring  the  cause,  were  informed,  that  it  had  been  sent 
by  the  milk  contractor  as  his  supply  of  milk  was  short.  We  of  course  ordered 
this  practice  to  be  at  once  discontinued,  and  directed  the  master  to  serve  notice 
on  the  contractor,  that  milk  should  be  purchased  elsewhere  at  his  expense, 
unless  lie  supplied  the  full  quantity,  and  of  the  quality  required,  for  the  portion 
of  liquid  (called  milk)  which  he  did  supply,  was  in  our  opinion  more  than  half 
water. 

We  found  the  kitchen  department  in  a most  unsatisfactory  state;  the  boilers 
wei'e  in  a disgraceful  state  of  rust,  totally  unfit  for  culinary  purposes  ; one  boiler, 
which  was  being  prepared  for  use,  had  the  furnace  heated  before  any  water  was 
put  into  the  vessel,  and  the  almost  certain  danger  of  bursting  the  metal  created 
thereby.  Tiie  grates  of  all  the  furnaces  were  out  of  order ; the  curbing  torn  up, 
and  the  flues  in  several  places  broken  out  in  large  holes. 

_ We  next  proceeded  to  the  female  school,  and  found  it  totally  bereft  of  any  requi- 
site save  a few  forms,  a table,  and  old  desk;  there  was  no  school  roll  in  existence, 
no  books  for  instruction,  and  as  well  as  we  could  ascertain  there  were  about  125 
children,  perfectly  idle,  sitting  on  the  cold  floor  with  very  slender  covering,  and  all 
(except  one  child)  had  no  shoes  or  stockings ; no  kind  of  industrial  instruction 
has  ever  been  imparted ; only  about  20  of  the  number  were  represented  to  us  as 
being  able,  to  sew,  and  not  one  was  reported  as  understanding  how  to  knit. 

The  entire  body  of  paupers  appear  to  us  as  if  they  had  been  long  inured  to  habits 
of  idleness,  no  one  kind  of  industrial  training  having  been  ever  inculcated.  The 
whole  establishment  at  both  sides  idle.  Crowds  of  women  in  the  day-rooms 
crouched  in  masses  together  round  the  walls,  endeavouring  to  obtain  warmth  from 
the  close  contact  with  each  other ; and  only  20  women  out  of  the  entire  number 
in  the  house  were  employed  at  needlework.  Not  one  was  engaged  in  knitting, 
though  few  of  the  paupers  had  a stocking  of  any  kind  to  wear. 

The  dormitories  were  in  a most  irregular  condition  ; the  floors  disgracefully 
disfigured,  and  in  many  places  we  fear  approaching  to  decay,  from  the  effects  of 
urinal  and  other  discharges  continually  taking  place,  and  no  abatement  of  the 
nuisance  appears  to  have  been  even  attempted.  We  cannot  too  strongly  reprobate 
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Loughrea  Union,  the  conduct  of  the  officers  in  permitting  such  brutal  practices ; and  we  regret  to 
observe  that  these  remarks  are  equally  applicable  to  the  male  as  to  the  female  side 
of  the  house. 

The  state  of  the  privies  (to  which  the  report  of  your  Inspector,  Dr.  Phelan,  had 
special  reference)  were  in  much  the  same  condition  as  when  that  report  was  fur- 
nished, with  this  difference,  that  since  the  Inspector’s  report  the  paupers  at  the 
female  side  have  been  permitted  to  avail  themselves  of  the  laundry  yard  for  the 
same  purposes,  the  floor  of  which  we  found  covered  over  with  human  excrement  in 
every  quarter. 

The  clothing  of  the  house  appears  in  a very  neglected  state ; and  so  defective, 
that  notwithstanding  our  other  pressing  duties,  we  will  proceed  to  take  stock  to- 
morrow, and  advertise  for  a supply  to  enable  us  to  meet  the  extreme  pressure  which 
we  apprehend  will  be  made  on  us  during  the  ensuing  week.  W e have  also  adver- 
tised for  tenders  for  repairing  the  windows ; and  in  our  next  report  we  trust  to 
be  able  to  render  some  satisfactory  information  on  those  points  most  essential  to 
the  comfort  and  health  of  the  wretched  inmates  of  the  workhouse. 

The  classification  of  the  paupers  seems  to  have  been  altogether  broken  up,  if 
indeed  it  was  ever  observed.  The  male  and  female  paupers  were  dispersed 
through  the  several  wards  and  apartments  indiscriminately,  and  did  not  appear 
to  us  as  if  they  considered  they  were  infringing  on  any  rule,  or  acting  in  any  way 
wrong. 

We  have  made  a close  inspection  of  two  additional  establishments,  taken  by 
the  late  Board  as  increased  workhouse  accommodation.  One  of  these  houses  (the 
late  brewery)  will,  when  completed,  form  a most  valuable  and  requisite  additional 
workhouse  ; is  well  situate,  perfect  ventilation,  and  well  enclosed;  and  will  accom- 
modate all  that  we  calculate  will  avail  themselves  of  workhouse  relief  in  the  Union. 
But  we  do  not  consider  that  the  person  with  whom  the  late  Board  contracted  to 
put  the  premises  into  repair  has  made  that  progress  which  he  should  have  done, 
and  which  the  exigencies  of  the  present  time  so  imperatively  demand.  We  shall 
use  our  most  strenuous  exertions  to  have  the  work  speedily  completed;  and  we 
shall  then  be  in  a position  to  meet  any  demand  that  may  be  made  upon  us. 

Of  the  second  house  taken  by  the  late  Board  and  appropriated  to  a boys’  school, 
day-room,  and  dormitories,  we  regret  to  say  that  we  consider  it  to  be  a concern 
which  should  never  have  been  engaged  at  all.  We  are  informed  that  it  belonged 
to  a Mr.  Smith,  the  Deputy  Vice-Chairman  of  the  late  Board  : but  it  is  manifestly 
unsuited  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  at  present  used.  There  is  no  ventilation 
whatever,  no  proper  means  of  heating  the  day-room,  no  effectual  privy  accommo- 
dation, and,  in  fine,  we  anticipate  that  much  malignant  contagion  will  in  a short 
period  be  engendei-ed,  unless  we  are  able  to  remove  the  pauper  inmates  from  a 
situation  totally  unfit  to  receive  them,  and  which,  in  our  opinion,  should  never  have 
been  occupied  by  them. 

The  fever  sheds  have  been  erected  immediately  adjoining  the  idiot  wards  and 
infirmary,  and  in  our  judgment,  in  a very  unsatisfactory  and  dangerous  position. 
They  appeal-,  howevei*,  to  be  well  managed,  under  the  inspection  of  the  medical 
officei-,  who  devotes  much  of  his  time  to  the  discharge  of  his  woi-khouse  duties. 

We  cannot  as  yet  form  any  decided  opinion  as  to  the  conduct  or  capability  of 
any  of  the  workhouse  officers,  from  our  being  so  short  a period  in  our  present 
offices ; but  we  shall  give  them  a fair  trial,  and.  every  assistance  in  our  power ; and 
if  they  do  not  in  every  particular  change  from  what  they  are  at  present,  and  what 
they  must  have  been  for  a long  time  hitherto,  we  shall  not  hesitate  to  apply  for 
further  instructions  respecting  them.  Of  one  of  these  officers  (the  poi-ter)  we  have 
already  received  your  directions,  and  shall  not  fail  to  act  accordingly. 

The  pumps  of  the  house  are  altogether  out  of  order,  and  the  pipes  broken  or 
otherwise  destroyed ; and  the  water  required  for  the  pui-poses  of  the  house  is  car- 
ried in  buckets  from  the  lake  by  some  of  the  female  paupers,  who  were,  when  we 
first  saw  them,  almost  iii  a state  of  nudity. 

In  reference  to  the  most  important  subject  connected  with  our  duties,  that  of 
the  collection  of  the  rate,  we  have  to  state,  that  it  appears  a rate  of  35.  in  the 
pound,  conjointly  for  ordinary  expenses,  and  the  repayment  of  advances  under  the 
Temporary  Relief  Act,  was  made  on  the  first  of  Januai-y  last  by  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians ; that  the  ordinary  notice  that  a rate  had  been  made  was  duly  posted, 
but  no  notice  seems  to  have  been  posted  previous  to  the  striking  of  the  rate,  to  the 
effect  that  a rate  was  about  to  be  made.  The  new  rate  so  struck,  has  been  in 
course  of  collection  for  the  last  fortnight,  and  a considerable  sum  has  been  lodged 
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to  the  credit  of  the  Union.  However,  from  the  short  time  we  have  been  on  duty  Loughrea  Union, 
here,  we  are  not  as  yet  in  a position  to  form  an  accurate  opinion  on  the  state  of 
the  finances.  We  have  been  unable  to  see  the  several  rate  collectors,  and  have 
caused  the  clerk  to  notice  them  to  meet  us  on  Monday  next  at  10  o’clock,  after 
which  we  shall  submit  a special  report  on  this  subject. 

We  have  been  led  to  trespass  at  considerable  length  upon  your  attention,  for 
which  we  respectfully  beg  to  apologize;  and  shall  have  the  honour  of  submitting 
a weekly  report  of  our  proceedings,  in  conformity  with  your  instructions. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — February  24,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  approve  generally  of  the  preliminary  measures  which 
you  have  adopted  with  regard  to  the  proper  arrangement  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Union. 

The  Commissioners  are  afraid  that  some  time  must  elapse,  and  constant  atten- 
tion will  be  required  before  the  workhouse  can  be  brought  into  a satisfactory  con- 
dition, but  they  rely  on  you,  that  no  exertion  will  be  wanting  on  your  part. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  await  your  report  on  the 
collection  of  the  rates. 


2 12 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


241  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Manorhamilton 

Union. 


MANORHAMILTON  UNION. 

The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Gilbert,  Temporary  Inspector  of  the  Sligo 
Union: — January  12,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for 
Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  to  forward  to  you  herewith,  a copy  of  a resolution 
passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Manorhamilton  Union 
on  the  6th  instant ; and  in  reference  thereto,  I am  to  request  that  you  will  have 
the  goodness  to  proceed  to  Manorhamilton,  and  inquire  and  report  to  the  Com- 
missioners, with  the  least  possible  delay,  as  to  the  necessity  of  granting  out- 
door relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  that  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time,  to  request  your  special  attention  to  the  point,  whether 
the  Guardians  have  acted  on  the  Commissioners’  circular  letter  of  the  26th 
August  last,  in  reference  to  granting  out-door  relief  to  persons  entitled  to  such 
relief,  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act 

A copy  of  a letter,  which  has  this  day  been  addressed  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Manorhamilton  Union,  is  enclosed  for  your  information. 

Enclosures. 

Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes  of  6th  January,  1848. 

Resolved, — That  the  Commissioners  be  requested  to  order  out-door  relief  lor  able- 
bodied  persons  in  this  Union,  as  there  is  not  accommodation  in  the  house  for  the  vast  numbers 
of  that  class  applying  for  relief. 


Fourth  Series, 
pp.  18,  19. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Manorhamilton  Union: — 
January  12,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  under  their  consideration,  the  resolution  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Manorhamilton  Union  on  the  6th  instant,  requesting  the  Commissioners  to  issue  an 
order  authorizing  the  Board  of  Guardians  lo  give  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor  in  the 
Union. 

In  reference  thereto,  I am  directed  to  state  that,  the  Commissioners  have  instructed  Captain 
Gilbert,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  inquire  and  report  to  them,  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  as  to  the  necessity  for  granting  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  the  Manorhamilton 
Union. 

_ 1°  the  mean  time,  the  Commissioners  have  issued  an  order  authorizing  the  Guardians  to 
give  out-door  relief,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  to  widows 
with  one  child,  and  to  children  both  of  \vh03e  parents  are  dead. 

By  affording  out-door  relief  to  all  the  persons  coming  within  the  provisions  of  the  1st  section 
of  the  Extension  Act,  as  well  as  to  the  persons  coming  wilhin  the  terms  of  the  Commissioners’ 
order  of  this  date,  the  Commissioners  trust  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  will  be  able  to  make 
room  in  the  workhouse  to  relieve,  and  to  test  the  destitution  of  able-bodied  applicants  for 
relief. 

The  Commissioners,  at  the  same  time,  recommend  the  Guardians  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
some  buildings  in  which  they  may  place  some  of  the  children  now  in  the  workhouse,  as  much 
additional  accommodation  might  be  provided  thereby  for  able-bodied  persons. 

Copies  of  the  Commissioners’  circular  letters  of  the  14th  and  26th  August  last  are  enclosed 
herewith,  and  I am  to  request  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  views  of  the  Commissioners 
as  expressed  in  those  communications. 


Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes  : — January  13,  1848. 

Read  letter  12th  January,  in  reference  to  the  resolution  of  the  last  Board, 
requesting  the  Commissioners  to  issue  an  order  for  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied 
paupers. 

The  Board  have  to  state  that  the  resolution  was  passed  under  the  apprehen- 
sion, that  the  measure  must  ultimately  he  resorted  to,  from  the  multitudes  that 
were  then  pressing  for  relief,  and  for  which  there  could  not  be  room  in  the 
house  under  any  enlargement  which  it  might  undergo.  But  they  certainly  had 
no  design  to  act  upon  the  order  except  under  the  most  pressing  necessity.  The 
individuals  composing  the  Board  feel  as  deep  an  interest  in  protecting  the 
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Union  as  any  others  concerned,  but  they  wished  to  he  prepared  for  any  emer- 
gency that  might  occur. 

Notice  in  writing  from  N.  S.  Tottenham,  Esq.,  was  read,  that  on  this  day 
fortnight,  he  will  propose  that  the  resolution  of  the  last  Board,  requesting  the 
Commissioners  to  issue  an  order  for  granting  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied 
paupers,  be  rescinded. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners: — January  18,  1848. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  conveyed  to  me  in  communication, 
dated  12th  instant,  I ordered  the  clerk  of  the  Union  to  assemble  the  Guardians 
to  meet  me  here  yesterday,  and  I also  desired  the  attendance  of  the  relieving 
officers. 

The  poorhouse  contains  at  present  669,  its  full  number ; there  are  besides  in 
a house  hired  for  the  purpose,  30  of  the  1st  class  specified  in  the  Act,  and  in 
the  district  fever  hospital,  43,  making  altogether  739. 

There  are  in  the  house  of  the  1 st  and  2nd  classes,  for  which  orders  from  the 
Commissioners  have  been  received  to  be  placed  on  out-door  relief,  130.  If 
this  number  were  discharged,  room  sufficient  for  the  present  admission  of  the 
able-bodied  can  be  made  available,  as  of  that  class  there  are  at  present  on  the 
relieving  officer’s  books  only  134.  But  to  this  mode  of  proceeding  the  Guar- 
dians object,  as  they  consider  it  uncharitable  to  send  the  orphan  children 
amongst  strangers,  and  injurious  to  the  interest  of  the  country  by  allowing  such 
a number  of  young  paupers  to  grow  up  amid  the  population,  and  being  also  in 
some  degree  more  expensive,  as  those  children  from  their  entire  friendlessness 
must  be  kept  constantly  clothed  as  well  as  fed  at  the  expense  of  the  Union.  To 
meet  this  determination  on  their  part,  I proposed  that  those  orphans  should  be 
disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  as  in  Sligo,  by  hiring  a separate  house  and 
placing  them  under  proper  care  therein.  I accordingly  visited  a vacant  house 
in  the  vicinity,  capable  when  fitted  up  of  accommodating  150  children,  and 
recommended  that  the  Guardians  should  hire  it  at  once  for  that  purpose, 
subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners. 

I also  recommend  the  erection  of  two  sheds  on  the  same  plan  and  specifica- 
tion of  those  at  the  Sligo  Union  Workhouse,  a copy  of  which  I propose  sending 
to  the  clerk  this  day.  By  this  means  the  present  school-rooms  would  be  con- 
verted into  dormitories  to  hold  about  140  paupers. 

Another  mode  of  increasing  the  accommodation  is  the  finishing  of  a building 
commenced  in  August  last,  as  a second  story  over  the  sheds  in  the  upper  yard, 
sufficient  to  hold  130.  The  contractor,  who  has  not  fulfilled  his  engagement, 
should  be  forced  to  do  so  by  the  Guardians ; and  I would  suggest  to  the 
Commissioners  the  necessity  of  urging  this  on  the  Board  in  their  next  com- 
munication. 

In  no  case,  however,  does  it  appear  requisite  or  expedient  to  issue  an  order 
for  the  out-door  relief  of  the  able-bodied  at  present.  By  discharging  the  30 
persons  of  the  1st  class  entitled  to  relief  out  of  the  workhouse,  which  I have 
ordered  to  be  done  immediately,  and  by  removing  the  orphan  children,  upwards 
of  100,  according  to  the  Commissioners’  order,  vacancies  can  be  obtained  for  all 
the  present  applicants;  and  by  the  erection  of  sheds  on  a cheap  and  com- 
modious scale,  and  the  completion  of  the  building  now  in  progress,  sufficient 
room  can  soon  be  commanded  for  the  additional  claimants. 

There  are  at  present  of  the  1st  class  relieved  out  of  the  workhouse,  450. 

The  number  of  cases  of  sickness  in  the  house  is  very  great  in  proportion  to 
its  inmates— 90  cases  of  fever,  and  64  of  dysentery — one-fifth  of  the  wholes 
This  arises  in  a great  measure  from  the  very  bad  and  uncomfortable  accom- 
modation in  the  house ; the  schoolrooms  and  nursery,  as  well  as  the  whole 
ground-floor,  require  boarding  to  keep  out  the  damp  and  cold.  There  is  no 
convalescent  ward  for  persons  recovering  from  fever,  so  that  the  patients  are 
sent  at  once  from  the  hospital,  on  recovery,  to  the  body  of  the  house,  and 
thereby  spreading  the  infection.  To  remedy  this  serious  evil  I would  recom- 
mend the  erection  of  a fever  shed ; and  for  this  purpose,  the  obtaining  of  a 
sum  of  353/.,  balance  of  100/.  allowed  by  the  Commissioners  for  building  pur- 
poses in  this  Union,  which  balance  remains  in  their  hands,  and  was  ordered  by 
them  to  be  disposed  of  in  additional  hospital  accommodation. 
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Except  the  collection  of  the  rates  is  much  better  enforced  than  at  present 
the  Guardians  must  find  great  difficulty  in  building  accommodation  to  meet 
any  future  pressure.  The  instalment  of  the  rate  ordered  to  be  collected  for 
the  present  quarter  amounts  for  the  whole  Union  to  6460/.,  of  which  there  is 
not  one-fifth  lodged  by  the  collectors. 


Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes  : — January  20,  1848. 

Resolved, — That  the  Board  at  its  rising  do  adjourn  to  Monday  next, 
in  order  to  take  steps  immediately  to  provide  additional  accommodation  on 
the  workhouse  site,  for  the  children  in  the  workhouse,  or  to  hire  a house  for 
that  purpose,  if  it  can  be  obtained  ; and  to  remove  for  out-door  relief,  all  those 
persons  in  the  workhouse  who  are  fit  cases  to  receive  the  same. 


Mr.  Otway  to  the  Commissioners  January  23,  1848. 

I attended  the  Manorliamilton  Board  of  Guardians  on  last  Thursday ; 
and  in  reference  to  the  state  of  that  Union,  and  the  question  as  to  the  issuing 
an  order  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  for  the  grant- 
ing out-door  relief  to  the  destitute  able-bodied,  I have  to  state  that  I do  not 
consider  it  advisable  at  present  to  issue  that  order,  and  I concur  with  the  views 
expressed  on  this  subject  in  Captain  Gilbert’s  report  of  the  18th  instant.  I 
have,  however,  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  on  the  supposition  that  the  Guardians 
will  at  once  take  steps  to  place  on  out-door  relief  all  the  persons  in  the  work- 
house  entitled  to  it  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Act,  and  under  the  extended 
order  you  issued,  and  to  provide  additional  accommodation  for  the  children,  so 
that  the  workhouse  may  be  kept,  as  far  as  possible,  as  a test  for  the  able-bodied 
that  apply  for  relief. 

The  Guardians  were  occupied,  on  last  Thursday,  in  going  over  the  relieving 
officer’s  books,  and  they  gave  out-door  relief  freely  to  all  the  proper  cases  that 
were  brought  before  them,  offering  relief  in  the  workhouse  to  the  able-bodied 
that  applied,  some  of  whom  refused  to  accept  admittance  on  its  being  granted, 
and  the  Board  was  adjourned  until  to-morrow  in  order  to  take  steps  imme- 
diately to  provide  additional  accommodation  in  the  workhouse  site  for  the 
children,  or  hiring  a house,  or  both,  if  necessary,  and  to  remove,  on  out-door 
relief,  all  the  persons  in  the  workhouse  who  are  fit  objects  to  receive  it;  I had 
urged  these  steps  on  the  Guardians  so  far  back  as  the  25th  of  November,  but  I 
think  they  now  see  the  necessity  of  so  acting  immediately,  and  that  it  will  be 
done.  See  minutes  of  last  Thursday. 

I had  also  an  interview  with  the  contractor  for  enlarging  the  hospital  range, 
and  he  has  undertaken  to  have  one  side  finished  in  a fortnight,  and  the  whole 
within  four  weeks  from  last  Thursday. 

If  I am  able  I will  attend  at  Manorliamilton  again  on  to-morrow. 

I had  interviews  with  two  rate  collectors  on  last  Thursday,  and  I have 
urged  forward  the  collection  as  much  as  I could;  there  was  a considerable 
improvement  in  the  collection  the  week  before  last,  and  I have  reason  to  hope 
it  will  continue. 

I have  urged  and  will  urge  the  Guardians  to  try  and  adopt  steps  to  improve 
the  sanitary  state  of  the  workhouse,  but  the  first  step  is  to  remove  all  those 
that  can  be  removed  on  out-door  relief  and  to  lessen  the  numbers  in  the  work- 
house.  Owing  to  the  illness  of  some  of  the  officers  the  house  has  fallen  off  very 
much  in  its  management  since  my  last  visit,  but  I trust  to  have  this  evil  speedily 
remedied.  A new  master  and  matron  is  to  be  elected  on  Thursday  week,  the 
present  having  resigned  from  bad  health. 


The  Commissioners  to  Major  Fitzgerald,  Temporary  Inspector  of  Mauor- 
hamilton  Union : — January  27,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith,  for  your 
information,  a copy  of  a report  which  they  have  received  from  Mr.  Otway,  Poor 
Law  Inspector,  relating  to  the  proposed  issue  of  an  order  under  the  2nd  section 
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of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  able- 
bodied  Poor  in  the  Manorhamilton  Union ; and  I am  to  state  that  the  Com- 
missioners will  be  glad  to  receive  a report  from  you  as  to  the  progress  made 
by  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  the  several  matters  referred  to  in  Mr.  Otway’s 
report,  at  your  early  convenience. 

A copy  of  the  report  of  Captain  Gilbert,  referred  to  by  Mr.  Otway,  is  also 
enclosed  herewith. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  3,  1S48. 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  27th 
January,  1848,  I have  the  honour  to  report  upon  the  matters  referred  to  in  Mr. 
Otway’s  report  on  the  Manorhamilton  Union,  dated  January  23,  1S48. 

In  accordance  with  Mr.  Otway’s  views,  as  to  the  proper  means  for  avoiding  the 
necessity  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  the  Guardians  have  carried  out  the 
principle  of  transferring  from  in-door  to  out-door  relief  certain  of  the  classes 
entitled  to  the  latter,  and  of  reserving  the  workhouse,  as  a test  of  destitution  for 
able-bodied  applicants,  several  of  which  class  have  this  day,  though  eager  to 
obtain  out-door  relief,  refused  admittance  to  the  workhouse  when  offered  to 
them. 

With  respect  to  the  extra  accommodation  for  pauper  inmates,  recommended 
also  by  Mr.  Otway,  I have  to  report  that  it  has  not  yet  become  available.  The 
contractor  has  not  fulfilled  his  engagement  (stated  by  Mr.  Otway)  to  have  one 
side  of  the  addition  to  the  hospital  range  ^completed  this  day.  The  Guardians, 
satisfied  with  the  explanation  given  by  him  of  the  delay,  have  extended  the  period 
for  completion  of  one  side  to  Wednesday  next,  9th  February. 

The  Guardians  had  likewise  decided  upon  hiring  a house  in  the  vicinity 
(referred  to  in  Captain  Gilbert’s  report,  dated  18th  January,  which  accompanies 
Mr.  Otway’s),  for  the  purpose  of  sending  the  school  children  to  it,  and  thereby 
making  room  in  the  workhouse  ; but  as  this  resolution  has  not  been  carried  into 
practical  effect,  they  have  agreed,  at  my  suggestion,  to  appoint  a Sub-Committee 
of  their  body  to  meet  me  here  on  Monday,  when  I hope  we  shall  be  able  to 
conclude  the  proposed  arrangement,  which  it  is,  I think,  of  great  importance  to 
effect. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  workhouse,  to  which  Mr.  Otway  refers,  requires 
great  improvement.  The  cold,  damp,  earthen  floors  of  the  school-rooms  contri- 
bute much  at  this  inclement  season  to  the  increase  of  dysentery,  the  sufferers  from 
which  disease  are  chiefly  from  the  school-rooms.  These  ought,  in  my  opinion, 
either  to  be  boarded  or  supplied  with  straw  mats,  by  the  making  of  which  some  of 
the  paupers  might  be  usefully  employed. 

The  medical  officer  likewise  reports  to  me  that  fever  has  been  much  increased 
in  the  workhouse  by  the  overcrowding  of  the  probationary  wards,  one  of  the 
causes  of  which  is  the  want  of  a sufficient  supply  of  pauper  clothing  to  dress  the 
inmates  approved  for  admission,  a point  to  which  the  Guardians  have  properly 
directed  their  ‘attention  on  this  day  with  a view  to  a remedy.  However,  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  workhouse  can  never  be  in  the  state  it  ought  to  be  until 
the  contemplated  increase  of  accommodation  shall  have  been  carried  into  practical 
effect. 

The  only  other  topic  referred  to  by  Mr.  Otway  which  it  remains  for  me  to 
report  upon  is  the  collection  of  rates.  I regret  to  say  that  this  all-important 
matter  is  in  a very  unsatisfactory  state.  Out  of  a rate  of  6460/.,  the  sum  of 
4687/.  still  remains  due ; the  last  week  260/.  only  has  been  paid  in ; a smaller 
sum  than  in  the  same  space  of  time  has  been  paid  away  in  cashing  cheques  by 
the  treasurer.  With  an  out-door  relief  list  (in  spite  of,  I believe,  very  praise- 
worthy vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians  to  prevent  imposture)  increasing 
at  a fearful  rate,  and  with  the  necessity  of  expenditure  for  increased  in-door 
accommodation,  it  is  needless  to  say  that  more  active  efforts  must  be  made  to 
provide  for  the  expenses  of  the  Union.  The  Guardians  state  to  me  that  some  of 
the  collectors  do  their  duty  very  well,  and  some  very  ill;  but  it  does  not  appear 
to  me  that  sufficiently  stringent  steps  have  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  latter. 
I am  also  obliged  to  remark  to  the  Guardians  this  day,  that  the  due  attendance  of 
the  collectors  has  not  been  enforced  in  conformity  with  the  rules  laid  down  by  the 
Commissioners,  and  that  they  have  not  been  obliged  to  produce  the  whole  of  the 
forms  of  accounts  required  by  your  regulations. 


Manorhamilton 

Union. 
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Manorhamilton 

Union. 


The  Board  of  Guardians  this  day  elected  a master  and  matron,  as  Mr.  Otway 
states  in  his  report  they  intended  to  do ; and  were  most  of  the  rest  of  the  day 
occupied  in  selecting  from  the  applicants  the  proper  objects  for  in-door  and  out- 
door relief ; a duty  which  they  appeared  to  me  to  have  performed  with  due  dis- 
cretion and  j udgment 

I cannot  conclude  this,  my  tenth  report,  after  meeting  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Manorhamilton  Union  without  stating  my  conviction  that  it  would  be 
very  advisable,  at  least  for  some  time,  to  have  two  days  of  meeting  at  the  Board- 
room  in  the  week  instead  of  one.  It  will  be,  I fear,  inconvenient  to  some  of  the 
members  who  have  to  come  a considerable  distance;  but  I cannot  see  how 
otherwise  it  will  be  possible  to  get  through  the  increasing  work  which  is 
before  us. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  9,  1848. 

As  the  children  will  probably  be  removed  from  the  workhouse  without 
delay,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  make  any  change  in  the  flooring  of  the  schools. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  floors  are  the  same  in  all  workhouses, 
and  have  been  always  as  at  present  since  the  houses  were  opened ; so  that  the 
sickness  prevalent  at  present  would  appear  to  proceed  from  other  causes  than  that 
pointed  to. 

With  reference  to  the  increase  of  fever  in  the  workhouse,  which  you  state  has 
arisen  from  the  overcrowding  of  the  probationary  wards,  and  from  the  want  of 
a sufficient  supply  of  pauper  clothing  to  dress  the  poor  when  admitted  to  the 
workhouse,  I am  directed  to  state,  that  the  practice  of  detaining  paupers  in  the 
probationary  wards  permanently,  which  has,  as  might  be  expected,  led  to  the 
increase  of  fever,  should  immediately  be  discontinued  ; and  that  the  paupers  there 
may  be  provided  temporarily  with  clothing  by  placing  paupers  already  within  the 
body  of  the  workhouse  in  their  own  clothes,  where  found  available,  and  then 
having  the  workhouse  dress  now  worn  by  them  prepared  for  the  newly-admitted 
paupers  until  their  own  can  be  cleaned. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Guardians  should  immediately  provide 
enlarged  supplies  of  new  clothing,  and  thus  provide  for  the  reception  of  paupers. 

The  Commissioners  consider  the  collection  of  the  rate  in  the  Manorhamilton 
Union  as  being  in  a very  unsatisfactory  state,  requiring  very  strenuous  exertions 
on  the  part  of  the  Guardians  and  their  collectors.  Lists  of  persons  owing  con- 
siderable amounts  should  be  prepared,  and  the  collectors  be  required  to  press  for 
the  rates,  in  these  cases  especially,  as  well  as  generally  within  their  districts. 

The  Commissioners  still  trust  that  the  Guardians,  by  their  example  in  paying 
rates  which  may  be  due  from  themselves,  and  by  their  personal  exertions  at  the 
Board,  as  well  as  by  their  local  influence,  will  endeavour  to  provide  the  speedy 
collection  of  the  very  large  sums  now  outstanding,  and  thus  provide  funds  for 
enabling  them  effectually  to  administer  relief  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
Poor  Relief  Acts. 

With  a view  to  the  prompt  discharge  of  the  Guardians’  duties,  I am  to  state 
that  the  Commissioners  concur  in  your  opinion,  that  it  would  be  advisable  that 
they  should  meet  on  two  days  in  each  week ; and  the  Commissioners  therefore 
recommend  such  an  arrangement  for  the  consideration  of  the  Manorhamilton 
Board  of  Guardians. 
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BANTRY  UNION. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  8,  1847. 

In  calling  attention  to  the  minutes  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  this  day  and 
yesterday,  I have  to  remark  that,  upon  my  own  responsibility,  I suggested  to 
the  Vice-Guardians  the  desirability  of  accepting  a fresh  tender  from  Mr.  John 
O’Sullivan,  for  the  three  western  divisions,  at  Is.  in  the  pound,  instead  of  Mr. 
Downing’s ; and  the  rate  is  consequently  in  course  of  collection,  his  securities 
being  good. 

To-morow  Mr.  Evanson’s  bonds  will  be  made  out  for  the  Durruss  and  Kil- 
crohane  Divisions  (in  consequence  of  no  other  tenders),  and  I regret  to  say  at  a 
high  rate  of  poundage,  as  our  case  is  pressing.  However,  the  Commissioners 
will  be  able  to  judge  as  to  the  case,  since  it  of  course  is  open  to  their  approval. 

Clothing  has  been  ordered,  and  additional  accommodation  is  found  for  from 
300  to  400  additional  paupers,  making  the  in-door  relief  available  for  from 
1,100  to  1,200  paupers. 

The  children  will  first  be  moved  out,  and  room  thus  afforded,  most  happily, 
for  the  able-bodied  men  and  their  families.  Under  these  circumstances,  I may 
say  a decided  improvement  in  the  affairs  of  the  Union  has  taken  place,  and 
now  that  the  children  are  receiving  food  in  the  schools,  I think  we  shall  get 
on  well;  however,  in  January  we  must  strike  another  rate,  in  consequence  of 
the  debts. 

An  increased  poundage  has  been  advertised  for,  for  Bantry  and  Kilmoco- 
nogue  (the  only  divisions  not  provided  for),  which  I trust  will  meet  the 
approval  of  the  Commissioners,  and  I think  that  I might  recommend  2s.  6d.  in 
the  pound  for  these  divisions,  as  there  is  some  underhand  work  going  on. 

The  relieving  officers  begin  to  understand  their  duties  better. 

The  schools  take  off  a great  pressure,  and  afford  general  satisfaction. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners: — December  9,  1847. 

I have  now  further  to  inform  you  that  we  have  a good  and  solvent 
tender,  with  securities  from  Mr.  Richard  O’Donovan,  J.P.,  one  of  the  late 
Board  of  Guardians.  This  tender  has  been  accepted,  and  his  bond  will  be 
perfected  on  Saturday,  the  1 1th  instant. 

I have  deemed  it  advisable,  in  consequence  of  your  communication,  received 
this  day,  not  to  take  Mr.  Evanson’s  tender,  and  have  suggested  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  the  necessity  of  advertising  for  collectors  at  an  increased  rate  of 
poundage,  for  the  electoral  divisions  of  Bantry,  Kilmoconogue,  and  Durruss,  and 
I have  no  doubt  with  success. 

The  objection  of  the  late  parties  was  not  to  the  time  (now  quite  unnecessary 
in  consequence  of  the  late  sealed  order),  but  to  the  form  of  the  bond,  which 
they  wanted  to  be  allowed  to  alter,  to  suit  their  convenience. 

I am  pleased  with  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  if  it  was  not  for  the  debt,  all 
would  be  well.  The  schools  are  in  full  operation,  and  although  I was  at  first 
opposed  to  them,  yet  I now  approve  of  them  highly,  and  they  keep  off  a great 
pressure. 

I have  passed  over  a great  extent  of  country  this  day,  and  find,  as  I have 
before  reported,  that  the  people  are  exerting  themselves  far  more  than  last  year, 
collecting  sea-weed,  and  manuring  their  land,  although  I am  sorry  to  say  prin- 
cipally for  the  potato. 

The  weather  is  most  unpropitious  for  the  fisherman ; it  has  been  blowing 
these  days  past  a gale  of  wind. 

Could  it  be  possible  for  the  curing  stations  to  purchase  sprats  as  well  as  other 
fish  ? since  the  fisherman  complain  they  can  get  no  sale  for  them,  and  it  would 
further  assist  us. 

The  school  ration  is  3 of  a lb.  of  the  best  wheaten  meal  bread,  and  costs,  in- 
cluding everything,  41  of  a penny. 


2 K 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing  -—December  14,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  expressed  approval  of  the  aceptance  of  Mr. 
John  O’Sullivan’s  proposal  for  the  collection  of  the  rate  in  the  district  for 
which  Mr.  John  Downing  had  been  appointed,  and  of  the  rate  of  remuneration 
proposed  to  be  allowed  to  Mr.  O’Donovan. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  forward  herewith,  for  your  information,  a copy  of  a 
letter  which  the  Commissioners  addressed  to  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  1 1th 
instant. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  the  unremitting  attention  of  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians will  be  directed  to  the  collection  of  the  rates. 

An  extract  from  your  report  of  the  9th  instant,  relating  to  the  purchase  of 
sprats  at  the  curing  stations,  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Fisheries. 

Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  of  the  Banlry  Union: — 
December  11,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  before  them  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Bantry  Union  on  the  7th 
instant,  together  with  the  resolutions  passed  at.  a public  meeting  held  on  the  6th  instant,  and 
with  reference  to  the  resolution  stating  the  inability  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  comply  with  the 
demand  which  has  been  made  upon  them,  for  an  extension  of  the  out-door  relief  under  the  2nd 
section  of  the  Act  10  Viet.,  cap.  31,  in  consequence  of  the  limited  resources  at  their  command, 
I am  directed  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  aware  of  the  difficulties  the  Vice-Guardians 
must  have  to  contend  with,  but  they  have  been  appointed  in  the  expectation  that  they  would 
use  the  most  strenuous  exertions  to  surmount  difficulties,  and  provide,  to  the  utmost  capability 
of  the  local  resources,  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor. 

When  the  Act  10  Viet.,  cap.  31,  was  passed,  the  Legislature  must  be  presumed  to  have 
contemplated  the  necessity  for  affording  relief  in  every  way  sanctioned  by  it,  and  wherever  the 
necessity  may  unfortunately  arise  the  Guardians  must  labour  to  provide  for  it.  The  Commis- 
sioners cannot  authorize  any  Board  to  determine  that  relief,  which  is  actually  necessary  and 
strictly  lawful,  may  be  withheld  if  the  means  appear  to  be  inadequate.  The  Guardians  are 
responsible  for  making  the  means  adequate  to  the  necessity,  and  the  Commissioners  recom- 
mend them  to  avail  themselves  of  the  favourable  state  of  the  public  feeling  manifested  by  the 
resolutions  forwarded  with  their  minutes  in  pressing  on  the  collection  of  the  rate. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  issue  an  order  for  out-door  relief  when  the  Guar- 
dians report,  it  to  be  necessary ; and  in  the  meantime  they  request  the  attention  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  the  enclosed  copies  of  the  two  orders  issued  in  some  Unions  where  such  relief  is 
now  required  for  classes  not  described  in  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  but 
they  desire  to  observe  that  the  Bantry  Union,  like  Ballinrobe,  Castlebar,  and  Westport  Unions, 
may  be  found  to  require  the  more  extended  order  at  once. 

The  Commissioners  take  this  opportunity  of  apprizing  the  paid  Guardians,  that  in  Kauturlc 
Union,  its  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  have  obtained  a loan  of  1000Z.  from  the  National  Bank, 
acting  as  their  treasurer,  and  also  acting  for  Bantry  Union,  the  Commissioners  having 
guaranteed  the  interest  for  three  months  or  any  less  term.  If  a similar  arrangement  can  be 
made  for  Bantry  Union,  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  place 
themselves  in  a position  for  giving  the  requisite  guarantee  for  payment  of  the  interest  on  the 
temporary  loan. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners: — December  13,  1847. 

By  a minute  of  the  Vice- Guardians  it  will  be  seen  that  the  fever  sheds 
at  Castletown  were  blown  away,  and  the  sale  of  the  outbuilding  will  barely 
pay  the  salary  of  the  person  who  was  left  in  charge  of  them. 

With  respect  to  the  sheds  here,  one  end  is  blown  away,  but  now  that  they 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Vice-Guardians  they  will  be  forthwith  repaired,  and  be 
made  available  as  day-rooms  for  the  children,  until  the  permanent  building  is 
finished  for  their  reception  on  each  side  of  the  infirmary. 

The  plan  and  specification  for  the  latter  have  not  yet  been  returned  from 
Dublin,  and  the  Vice-Guardians  are  awaiting  its  arrival  to  commence  this 
essential  work. 

By  the  end  of  the  week,  the  children  will  be  moved  out  of  the  house  to 
sleep  in  the  two  stores  taken  in  the  town,  and  additional  accommodation  will 
he  thus  immediately  given  to  about  250  additional  able-bodied  men  and  their 
families ; and,  when  that  arrangement  is  completed,  it  is  intended,  if  more  room 
is  required,  to  move  out  the  bed-ridden  patients,  giving  room  for  100  more. 

This  day  the  house  was  not  full,  wanting  upwards  of  40  to  complete  the 
800  : it  will,  however,  most  likely  he  filled  to-morrow. 
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I trust  tliat  another  paid  Guardian  may  soon  be  ordered  down,  since  the  Bantry  Union, 
duties  of  Mr.  Clarke  are  very  arduous  at  present,  as  he  has  very  properly  sane- 
tioned  out-door  relief  to  the  three  classes  until  the  23rd  December,  and, 
consequently,  before  that  day  it  is  necessary  for  him  to  see  all  the  parties  to 
renew  it. 

In  consequence  of  my  fears  respecting  not  being  able  to  procure  collectors, 

I was  under  the  necessity  of  applying  for  a loan  of  300Z.  from  the  British 
Association,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Vice-Guardians  being  placed  in  an  awkward 
position ; however,  my  fears,  I am  happy  to  say,  are  at  an  end,  and  the  rate 
has  begun  to  be  paid  in.  The  sum  has,  consequently,  been  returned  to  Dublin, 
to  the  Commissary-General’s  office,  to  the  credit  of  the  agent  of  the  British 
Association. 

The  Vice-Guardians  will  have  tenders  on  Wednesday  for  the  four  remaining 
divisions,  at,  I trust,  a low  poundage,  comparatively  speaking;  say  Is.  6 d.  in 
the  pound. 

I consider  that  affairs  are  improving,  and  am  in  hopes  our  additional  accom- 
modation will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  able-bodied  classes,  especially,  as  I 
hope  Lord  Bantry  will  at  once  take  his  paupers  out  of  the  house. 

Upon  the  subject  of  out-door  relief  to  the  second  class  I will  report  to- 
morrow, as  it  is  indeed  too  serious  a step  to  be  passed  over. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  16,  1847. 

The  plans  for  providing  additional  workhouse  accommodation  to  which 
you  advert,  were  referred  to  Mr.  Wilkinson  on  the  7th  instant,  the  day  on 
which  they  reached  this  office,  and  were  forwarded  to  Mr.  Crawford  on  the 
13th  instant,  after  receipt  of  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  observations,  with  a request  that 
he  would  at  once  communicate  the  Commissioners’  views  with  respect  to  the 
plans  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  which  the  Commissioners  are  this  day  informed 
by  Mr.  Crawford  that  he  has  done. 

Mr.  Willis,  the  gentleman  who  has  been  appointed  Vice-Guardian  of  the 
Union  in  room  of  Mr.  Gallwey,  left  Dublin  on  Monday  the  18th  instant,  the 
day  on  which  he  received  his  appointment. 

The  Commissioners  have  read,  with  much  satisfaction,  the  favourable  account 
which  you  give  of  the  financial  prospects  of  the  Union. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  14,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  refer,  in  accordance  with  my  communication  of 
the  13th  instant,  to  the  minutes  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  particularly  the 
one  in  answer  to  the  Commissioners’  communication  respecting  out-door  relief. 

If  the  Guardians  had  any  amount  of  funds,  they  could  not  recommend  the 
measure,  since  the  relieving  officers  have  not  got  through  the  three  first  classes 
entitled  to  it,  although  they  are  doing  in  most  cases,  as  much  as  can  be  expected 
from  them. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  repairing  the  fever  sheds,  and  rendering  them 
available  as  school-rooms  for  the  children. 

Mr.  Hutchinson,  J.P.,  has  tendered  to  collect  the  rates  in  the  four  divisions 
not  provided  for ; and  I have  no  doubt  that  we  shall  receive  many  under  at 
the  rate  of  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound. 

Mr.  Clarke  will  appoint  to-morrow  (subject  to  your  approval),  and  the  rate 
will  be  in  full  collection. 

I go  to  Castletown  to-morrow,  and  on  my  return,  intend  visiting  Mr.  Marshall 
at  Skibbereen. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners  -.-—December  17,  1847. 

The  more  I see  of  this  district,  the  more  I am  convinced  that  there  will 
be  no  necessity  for  any  sealed  order  for  out-door  relief,  taking  into  consideration 
an  increased  workhouse  accommodation. 

The  relieving  officers  have  quite  sufficient  to  do  in  attending  to  the  three 
classes  now  receiving  relief,  which,  with  the  assistance  of  feeding  the  children, 
does  infinite  good. 
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The  people  are  stirring  themselves,  not  only  manuring  the  land,  but  com- 
mencing to  dig  and  further  to  prepare  it  for  potatoes. 

The  Priests  have  all  promised  to  assist  the  collectors,  and  from  the  altar 
insist  upon  all  parties  paying  the  rates  ; and  the  poor  classes  say,  “The  minister 
had  his  driver,  the  landlord  has  his,  and  now  we  have  ours.” 

It  has  been  blowing  a gale  of  wind  for  a considerable  number  of  days ; and 
on  my  arrival  here  (Castletown  Berehaven)  on  the  15th,  I found  there  was 
but  a very  small  supply  of  provisions. 

By  the  last  minutes  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  have 
ordered  all  outstanding  claims  to  be  laid  before  them. 

In  consequence  of  Dr.  Willis  not  having  arrived,  the  warrant  for  collecting 
the  rates  in  the  two  divisions  to  which  Mr.  C.  O'Donovan  was  appointed  cannot 
be  signed,  nor  can  any  money  be  drawn  from  the  bank. 

Lord  Berehaven  has  applied  for  4000/.  more,  under  the  Land  Improvement 
Act  in  this  locality,  and  I need  not  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  of  the  projects 
being  at  once  reported  upon,  as  well  as  his  application  for  Bere  Island,  and  also 
the  other  memorial  forwarded  from  the  Union  since.  With  Lord  Bantry ’s 
employment  about  to  commence,  the  greatest  part  of  our  pressure  will  be 
taken  off,  and  leave  us  plenty  of  room  in  the  house. 

If  the  sealed  order  were  issued,  I am  sure  all  this  employment  would  at  once 
cease. 

I take  the  opportunity  of  offering  a suggestion,  with  respect  to  the  sealed 
order  for  your  consideration,  and  which  might  be  taken  advantage  of  to  check 
abuses  in  those  Unions  where  it  may  be  necessary  to  issue  one. 

I would  recommend  in  every  case,  that  the  sealed  order  be  restricted  to  the 
present  inmates  of  the  house,  or  a portion  of  them,  who  should  be  all  taken  out, 
and  a second  order  should  not  be  issued  until  the  house  was  again  filled,  and 
so  on.  I do  not  think  any  Union  would  require  even  a second,  certainly  not  a 
third  order. 

I trust  an  answer  from  the  Board  of  Works  may  soon  be  received  with 
respect  to  the  tools,  since  we  are  much  in  want  of  them. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  21,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  communicated  with  the  Board  of  Works,  with 
reference  to  the  completion  of  the  arrangements,  preliminary  to  the  granting 
of  loans  for  the  improvement  of  property  in  the  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  as  regards  your  suggestion  relative  to  the 
issue  of  orders  for  providing  out-door  relief  for  the  destitute  poor,  that  a 
Board  of  Guardians  has  full  power,  without  a special  order,  to  carry  such  an 
arrangement  as  that  which  you  suggest  into  effect,  in  a case  where  an  order  for 
out-door  relief,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act, 
has  been  issued ; I am  further  to  state  that  the  reception  of  able-bodied  persons 
into  the  workhouse  has  been  suggested  by  the  Commissioners  as  a means  of 
testing  their  destitution  where  out- door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  has  been 
authorized. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners: — December  21,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  state  that  every  applicant  for  the  workhouse  was 
admitted  this  day,  and  room  remains  in  the  house  for  more;  indeed  for 
upwards  of  200,  if  we  only  had  the  clothing  which  was  ordered  long  since. 

I would  call  attention  to  the  minute  respecting  the  publication  of  the  parties 
receiving  out-door  relief,  since  we  may  detect  many  abuses  thereby. 

Collectors  are  found  for  every  division  now,  and  the  rate  is  coming  in ; and 
I am  in  hopes  in  another  month,  in  those  divisions  where  there  is  no  employ- 
ment given,  exertion  will  be  made  to  have  another  rate  struck. 

I go  to  Skibbereen  to-morrow  to  see  Mr.  Marshall,  and  next  week  by 
Kenmare  to  Castletown,  as  I am  anxious  to  see  Captain  Ommanney. 

I shall  be  able  to  manage  at  Castletown  without  any  other  assistance.  The 
person  required  there  is  a representative  of  property. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — December  28,  1S47. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  the  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  on  the  21st  instant,  to  which  you  refer,  and  they  do  not 
object  to  the  publication  of  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  Vice- 
Guardians  are  affording  out-door  relief  as  proposed  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Guardians. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  5 , 1848. 

I h.*ve  the  honour  to  state  that  I was  principally  engaged  last  week  in 
visiting  the  different  parts  of  my  district,  and  seeing  if  the  relieving  officers  were 
doing  their  duty,  and  I may,  with  one  exception,  give  a more  favourable  report  of 
them  than  last  week. 

The  rate  is  coming  in,  but  I regret  to  say  much  confusion  arises  in  consequence 
of  the  revisor  not  having  altered  the  rate-books  prior  to  the  clerk’s  making  out  the 
late,  and  he  in  reply  states,  that  he  was  not  aware  ot  the  lands  having  chano-ed 
hands.  & 

A great  deal  of  my  time  is  taken  up  in  the  schools,  and  attending  to  their  o-eneral 
superintendence. 

This  week  I was  engaged,  both  Monday  and  yesterday,  at  the  workhouse  dis- 
charging paupers  and  scrutinizing  the  inmates,  which  will  take  my  entire  time  for 
some  days  longer. 

I have  now  so  arranged  it  that  from  five  divisions  we  shall  not  have  a pauper 
in  the  house,  and  in  one  of  the  four  remaining  there  is  only  11,  so  that  almost  the 
entire  workhouse  establishment  is  left  available  for  the  three  remaining  divisions, 
viz.,  Bantry,  Kilcrohane,  and  West  Durrus,  and  I hope  soon  to  arrange  about  them, 
but  I am  obliged,  with  pain,  to  state,  that  neither  Lord  Kenmare  or  Mr.  Robert 
White  have  as  yet  done  anything,  and  they  might  indeed  lay  out  money  to  advan- 
tage in  their  divisions,  Bantry  (I  wrote  on  my  arrival  to  both,  neither  of  •whom 
answered  my  letters),  and  by  so  doing  avoid  another  heavy  rate  that  will  fall  upon 
them,  as  well  as  ensuring  for  themselves  not  only  their  rent  next  year  (which  will 
otherwise  go  in  rates)  but  also  the  permanent  improvement  of  their  properties. 

I trust  the  Commissioners  Avill  not  restrict  our  house  accommodation  to  600,  but 
issue  their  sealed  order  for  800  (including  the  infirmary  and  fever  hospital),  as  it 
has  been  long  since  sanctioned  and  found  quite  capable  of  containing  that  number, 
under  reports  of  the  medical  officers ; besides  this  Ave  have  additional  accommo- 
dation for  300,  making  in  all  1 100. 

We  have  but  about  750  occupying  this  at  present,  principally  from  Bantry  and 
Kilcrohane;  from  the  latter  division,  yesterday,  Ave  had  a family  of  a man,  his 
wife,  and  10  children,  and  two  over  15. 

I regret  to  say  that  the  parties  discharged  sIioav  a great  disposition  not  to  work, 
and  some  even  try  to  come  back  to  the  house,  where  they  Avill  not  be  readmitted  ; 
hoAvever  they  will  be  taught  they  must  work,  and  that  properly,  to  earn  their  daily 
bread. 

As  we  get  on,  the  out-door  relief  will  diminish,  since  all  the  able-bodied  AvidoAvs 
Avith  children  must  be  employed,  but  everything  cannot  be  done  at  once. 

A slight  increase  to  the  paupers’  diet  has  been  recommended,  preparatory  to 
their  being  Avorked  Avell,  and  they  will  find  the  workhouse  no  place  for  idleness. 

I cannot  conclude  my  report  this  week  Avithout  expressing  to  the  Commissioners 
that  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  Mr.  Clarke  and  Dr.  Willis,  Avhose 
exertions  are  indefatigable,  being  often  at  the  house  at  eight  and  nine  o’clock  at 
night,  using  every  endeavour  to  check  abuses,  and  carry  out  the  law. 

The  Board  of  Works  require  an  immediate  payment  for  their  implements.  I 
have  latterly  understood  that  it  only  needs  an  application  from  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners to  secure  the  tools  required  as  a loan,  provided  they  are  for  Poor  LaAv 
purposes,  I need  not  recommend  that  the  Vice-Guardians  would  take  e\'ery  care 
of  them. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  11,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  communicated  Avith  the  Board  of  Works  Avith 
reference  to  the  payment  required  lor  the  working  implements  supplied  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians. 


Bantry  Union. 
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Bantry  Union.  I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  with  reference  to  your  observations  as  to  the 
number  of  persons  for  whom  you  consider  there  is  accommodation  in  the  work- 
house,  and  additional  buildings,  that  the  subject  will  receive  the  attention  of  the 
Commissioners. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  11,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  refer  to  the  minutes  of  this  day’s  proceedings,  by 
which  it  will  appear  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  compelled  to  issue  certain 
instructions  to  the  master,  relative  to  parties  admitted  into  the  house  pro- 
visionally. 

The  relieving  officers  do  not  attend  to  their  duty  as  they  should  do  (I  allude 
particularly  to  Messrs.  Eccles  and  Power),  and  this  places  the  Guardians  in, 
at  times,  an  awkward  position. 

This  day,  our  door  was  surrounded  by  a mob  of  over  500  persons,  and  prin- 
cipally by  those  never  expecting  to  be  admitted. 

The  work  test  is  our  safety  ; and  although  we  have  many  inmates,  yet  we 
have  room  for  more,  and  will  give  them  the  test  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability. 

It  must  be  satisfactory  to  the  Commissioners  to  know  that  our  house  has 
only  to  meet  the  destitute  of  four  divisions,  and  one  of  these  has  only  11 
paupers. 

Mr.  Timothy  O’Donovan  is  about  to  make  an  application  for  Kilcrohane, 
under  the  Land  Improvement  Act. 

I trust  and  hope  that  the  loan  to  Mr.  O’Sullivan,  of  Carrigunass,  and  to  Lord 
Berehaven,  for  Bere  Island,  may  soon  be  sanctioned  under  the  Land  Improve- 
ment Act;  and  also  that  the  Board  of  Works  will  order  the  immediate  inspec- 
tion of  Lord  Berehaven  s application  for  drainage  in  Kilcatherin  and  Kilna- 
managli,  and  which,  from  their  kind  co-operation,  I am  sure  they  have  already 
done. 

I would  call  particular  attention  to  the  idleness  of  those  discharged  for  work, 
many  of  whom  try  to  return  to  the  house,  sooner  than  take  task-work.  This, 
of  course,  is  not  permitted. 

The  duties  of  the  master  are  very  great,  and  this  may  be  seen  by  reference  to 
the  discharges  and  admissions  ; and  I may  say,  if  this  last  week  were  taken  as 
a criterion,  it  would  be  discouraging  enough.  However  I think  that  many, 
when  they  are  well  worked,  will  demand  their  discharges,  as  some  did  this 
day  ; and  I certainly  never  contemplate  out-door  relief  under  the  second  sec- 
tion, since  the  workhouse  accommodation,  capable  of  meeting  1100,  has  only 
to  meet  the  destitution  of,  I may  say,  three  divisions. 

The  present  pressure  is  evidently  an  attempt  that  never  will  be  yielded  to,  if 
half  the  town  of  Bantry  had  to  be  taken  for  additional  accommodation. 

I am  to  see  Mr.  O’Sullivan,  the  rate-collector,  to-morrow,  and  will  take  care 
that  he  is  more  active,  or  I shall  take  measures  that  will  not  please  him.  A 
reference  to  him  is  also  made  in  the  minutes. 

I have  advertised  for  a site  for  a workhouse  at  Castletown,  and  the  Guardians 
have  complied  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Commissioners.  I will  not 
at  present  offer  any  remarks  upon  this  important  matter. 

In  conclusion,  I would  refer  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Payne,  J.  P.,  Lord  Bantry’s 
agent,  and  Captain  Reed,  of  the  Berehaven  mines,  who  appear  both  willing  and 
anxious  to  co-operate  with  me,  and  save  the  country  from  destitution  and 
ruin. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  15,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  report  specially  as  to  the  conduct  of  any 
of  the  officers  of  the  Union  who  do  not  obey  the  directions  of  the  Vice-Guardians 
and  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners,  with  a view  to  their  dismissal  by  an 
order  under  seal,  and  to  the  appointment  of  more  efficient  officers  in  their  room. 

An  extract  from  your  report,  with  regard  to  the  loans  applied  for  by  Mr. 
O’Sullivan,  of  Carrigunass,  and  Lord  Berehaven,  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Board  of  Works. 

The  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  on  the  11th  instant, 
have  not  been  received  yet  by  the  Commissioners. 
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Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners: — January  14,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I saw  Mr.  John  O’Sullivan,  the 
rate-collector  for  the  three  divisions  comprising  the  Castletown  district,  and 
after  explaining  to  him  that  neither  the  Vice-Guardians  nor  myself  were  satis- 
fied at  the  progress  he  was  making,  he  promised  that  he  would  lodge  a large 
sum  next  week,  over  I trust  200/.,  exclusive  of  the  arrears  (if  an  instalment  is 
paid). 

The  immediate  lessors  are  very  difficult  to  arrive  at,  and  I am  anxious  to 
know  whether  the  collector  or  the  Vice-Guardians,  should  be  the  party  to 
make  an  application  to  the  Court  when  the  property  is  in  Chancery,  as  that 
of  the  representatives  of  John  O’Sullivan. 

The  difficulties  are  very  great,  since  a very  extensive  tract  of  country,  up  to 
a short  time  ago,  was  undivided,  and  the  late  Mr.  Hedges  Eyre  left  his  portion 
H to  Lord  Berehaven,  the  other  proprietors  being  Mr.  Puxley,  Mr.  Hutchins, 
and  Mr.  Herbert.  This  land  was  again  underlet,  and  has  caused  great  con- 
fusion ; as,  although  the  partition  has  been  agreed  to,  the  occupier  refuses  to 
give  possession. 

I have  given  Mr.  O’Sullivan  specific  directions  to  go  upon,  and  as  far  as  the 
occupier  is  concerned,  have  further  said  that  I am  ready  at  any  time,  to  accom- 
pany him  if  he  expects  opposition. 

I cannot  detail  the  points  at  issue,  but  will  name  one  which  appears  extras 
ordinary. 

Mr.  Eugene  O’Sullivan  holds  land  in  the  electoral  division  of  Kilnamanagh, 
on  a lease  under  Mr.  Puxley ; by  the  partition,  Mr.  Puxley  takes  land  in  the 
electoral  division  of  Kilcathereen  instead,  and  extraordinary  to  say,  in  conse- 
quence, Mr.  E.  O’Sullivan  is  ordered  to  move  his  tenure  to  Kilcathereen,  as 
the  land  he  holds  falls  to  Lord  Berehaven  ; but  this  he  refuses  to  do.  Who, 
then,  is  the  immediate  lessor  ? If  Mr.  E.  O’Sullivan,  who  is  the  lessor  where 
Mr.  O’Sullivan  ought  to  be  ? 

I have  decided  that  Mr.  O’Sullivan  shall  pay  where  he  holds  possession,  and 
Mr.  Puxley  for  the  property  that  Mr.  O’Sullivan  has  refused  to  take. 

P.S.  I enclose  a letter  from  the  revisor. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Staveley  to  Captain  Gordon  : — January  14,  1848. 

1 have  to  state  that  a large  portion  of  this  Union  situated  in  Berehaven,  and  com- 
prising the  electoral  divisions  of  Kilcathereen  and  Kilnamanagh,  and  a portion  of  Killa- 
eonenagh,  is  at  present  in  a situation  of  peculiar  difficulty  as  regards  the  striking  of  a rate. 

The  proprietors  hold  those  jointly  in  the  following  proportions : — 


Lord  Berehaven  . . . .11/21 

Samuel  Hutchins  . . . . 4/21 

John  L.  Puxley  . . . .4/21 

Rev.  Edward  Herbert  . . .2/21 


The  present  difficulty  is,  that  a Commission  which  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  dividing  those 
lands  has  ended,  and  that  the  decree  of  the  Chancellor  has  issued,  allotting  to  each  his  own 
separate  lands ; that  on  going  on  the  lands  to  get  possession  this  order  was  resisted  by  the 
tenants  in  being,  who  refused  possession,  and  who  are  served  with  notices  to  quit  on  next  25th 
March.  Under  those  circumstances,  there  is  great  difficulty  in  finding  out  who  is  the  right 
person  to  rate.  I have  now  to  request,  instructions  preparatory  to  a revision  of  the  same  ; and 
I have  to  add  that  those  lands  being  mostly  let  in  small  lots,  which  throws  the  bulk  of  the  rate 
on  the  immediate  lessors,  increases  the  difficulty. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Gordon: — January  21,  1848. 

In  pursuance  of  an  order  made  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  on  the  12th 
November,  1845,  and  another  by  the  Court  of  Exchequer  dated  22nd  May, 
1846,  where  the  payment  of  rates  devolves  exclusively  on  the  landlord,  it  is 
to  be  made,  if  the  property  be  in  the  Courts,  by  the  receiver,  guardian,  com- 
mittee, or  sequestrator ; and  therefore  the  collector  should  apply  accordingly. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  in  the  case  of  the  newly  partitioned 
property  of  the  late  Mr.  Hedges  Eyre,  where  the  immediate  lessor  is  liable  for 
the  rate,  the  party  who  stood  in  that  relation  to  the  occupiers  when  the  rate  was 


Bantry  Union. 
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Bantry  Union,  made,  should  be  applied  to,  and  that  in  any  future  rate  the  party  who  shall  at 
the  time  of  making  it  stand  in  the  same  relation  must  be  regarded  so  liable : 
but  the  Commissioners  desire  to  observe  that  in  making  a rate,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  name  the  immediate  lessors  where  any  doubt  exists,  as  the  Act  6 & 7 Viet., 
iC.  92,  in  such  case  authorizes  the  words  “ the  immediate  lessors  ” to  be  inserted, 
without  any  name  or  further  addition. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  16,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  that  on  Saturday  (yesterday)  afternoon,  we 
had  1164  in  the  house.  This  rapid  increase  has  taken  place  from  this  division, 
and  is  evidently  an  attempt  made  to  force  an  order  for  out-door  relief.  In  this 
•case  I was  determined  to  counteract  it,  and  made  arrangements  with  Dr.  Willis 
Ifco  admit  1600,  if  necessary,  since  we  have  plenty  of  accommodation. 

The  parties  admitted  were  principally  fine  healthy-looking  men. 

I have  made  arrangements  with  Mr.  Payne,  Lord  Bantry ’s  agent,  whose 
services  I cannot  too  highly  value,  and  he  will  take  out  for  drainage,  to-morrow, 
100,  and  next  day  another  100,  if  necessary.  The  first  100  will  take  with 
their  families  over  400.  Three  stewards  have  been  hired  to  commence  to- 
morrow morning,  and  we  will  give  our  inmates  plenty  of  work,  and  that  of  a 
remunerative  nature  for  the  Union. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  19,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  are  prepared,  if  you  recommend  it,  to  issue  an 
order,  authorising  the  Vice-Guardians  to  give  out-door  relief,  under  the  second 
section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  to  widows  with  one  child,  and 
children,  both  of  whose  parents  are  dead. 

By  the  discharge  of  these  classes  much  additional  workhouse  accommodation 
would  probably  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Gordon  : — January  18,  1848. 

I am  directed  to  forward  herewith,  for  your  information,  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  the  Board  of 
Works,  relative  to  Lord  Berehaven’s  application  for  a loan  of  4000/. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Walker,  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Works,  to  Mr.  Stanley  : — January  ]4,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  forwarding  an  extract  from  the  report  of 
Captain  Gordon,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector  of  Bantry  Union,  relative  to  Lord  Bere- 
haven’s application  for  loan  of  4,000/.  I am  directed  to  inform  you  that,  the  memorial  from 
Lord  Berehaven  for  4000Z.  has  not  yet  been  received,  but  at  Captain  Gordon’s  request,  Mr. 
Hussey,  (the  Board’s  Inspector),  has  been  instructed  to  report  on  it,  in  anticipation  of  the 
receipt  of  the  memorial. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners: — January  18,  1848. 

I am  anxious  to  correct  an  error  in  my  report  of  last  week,  since  instead  of 
Mr.  Eugene  O’Sullivan  holding  land,  in  the  case  alluded  to,  under  Mr.  Puxley,  it 
should  be  under  Lord  Berehaven;  and  that  another  party  gets  Lord  Bereliaven’s 
portion,  which  Mr.  E.  O’Sullivan  had  and  still  retains  possession  of. 

In  this  day’s  minutes  some  other  curious  details  respecting  the  tenure  of  land 
appear; -and  I trust  the  Commissioners  will  approve  of  the  opinion  expressed. 

Next  week  we  shall  have  in  a large  amount  of  rate. 

On  Thursday  next  I attend  at  petty  sessions  to  support  the  rate  collector  in  some 
seizures  he  has  made,  and  where  the  cattle  were  rescued.  The  parties  must  be 
convicted,  although  the  case  is  a hard  one.  In  consequence  of  the  fences  being 
down,  the  cattle  strayed  into  some  waste  lands  and  were  taken.  They  belong  to 
the  poorest  classes,  some  of  whom  showed  no  opposition. 
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Several  petty  thefts  have  also  been  committed,  and  some  of  the  parties  detected. 

I trust  the  Commissioners  will  also  approve  of  the  steps  taken  respecting  the 
employment  of  the  paupers.  The  women  are  made  to  break  stones. 

.wund [necessary,  pending  your  decision,  to  assist  the  relieving  officer  of 
this  district  (who  may  improve).  I shall  act  upon  the  Commissioners’  instructions 
m this  matter,  and  recommend,  in  cases  of  incompetency,  the  dismissal  of  the 
party.  1 


All  the  relieving  officers  settled  their  accounts  this  day. 

The  clerk  explains  respecting  the  non-arrival  of  the  minutes,  that  he  posted 
**  on,  1!iVnie  on  Thursday.  I trust  they  have  since  reached. 

The  Vice-Guardians  were  employed  all  yesterday  discharging  some  300  paupers 
trom  the  house  for  work,  and  thus  the  numbers  are  again  reduced  in  the  house, 
and  we  have  room.  Many  go  out  of  their  own  accord. 

At  a late  hour  last  evening  Mr.  Anthony  Nicholson,  one  of  the  relieving  officers 
brought  up  171  paupers  from  Kilcatherin,  a distance  of  over  30  miles.  The 
Vice-Guardians  cautioned  him  upon  the  subject,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  minutes, 
and  explained  that  they  could  not  suppose  that  such  a number  could  become 
suddenly  destitute,  although  they  would  be  prepared  to  take  them  in,  but  would 
not  permit  their  coming  in  mobs.  The  minutes  of  last  week  also  refer  to  this 
subject.  The  entire  number  were  admitted  and  discharged  this  day  for  work  and 
sent  down  in  charge  ol  the  relieving  officer. 

I consider  the  affairs  of  the  Union  going  on  favourably,  and  next  week  I 
propose  testing  our  out-door  relief  lists,  by  giving  tickets  of  admission  to  the 
house,  and  so  reducing  the  numbers. 

I have  addressed  a communication  to  the  Count  Strzelecki  this  day  about  the 
schools,  since  they  are  open  to  great  abuse,  and  I have  proposed,  in  my  opinion,  a 
way  to  check  this,  and  at  the  same  time  prevent  any  kind  of  proselytism  by  means 
ol  food.  At  present,  in  spite  of  all  my  orders,  the  poorest  classes  are  the  least 
cared  for. 

I am  anxious  to  have  the  lists  made  out  under  my  superintendence,  and  made 
the  relief  assist  us  in  our  work. 

I am  sure  by  this  means  I can  reduce  the  numbers  and  expenses,  instead  of 
being  at  present  pressed  on  all  sides  to  increase ; and  education  would  be  better 
attended  to. 

I hope  the  Commissioners  will  recommend  it  to  the  favourable  consideration  of 
the  Count. 


T.b.  I hope  soon  to  have  employment  in  Kilcrohane,  and  have  received  a note 
from  Mr.  O Donovan,  J.  P.,  saying  that  the  rate-payers  were  about  to  check  the 
out-door  relief  lists. 


Banfry  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — January  29,  1848. 

With  respect  to  the  employment  of  women  in  stone-breaking,  I am  to  re- 
quest your  attention  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  which  they  addressed  in  1846 
to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  North  Dublin  Union. 

The  Commissioners  are  convinced  that  the  Vice-Guardians,  in  requiring  the 
female  paupers  to  break  stones,  had  no  intention  of  exercising  any  unnecessary 
severity  towards  that  class  of  destitute  persons;  but  still  the  Commissioners  are 
desirous  that  the  Vice-Guardians  should,  in  accordance  with  the  views  expressed 
in  that  letter,  make  arrangements  for  the  employment  of  the  females  in  the  work- 
house  in  some  other  manner. 

The  Commissioners  have  approved  the  appointment  of  three  overseers  of  work 
in  the  workhouse,  so  long  as  their  services  may  be  required,  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  workhouse  officers ; and  they  have  addressed  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the 
subject  of  the  rating  of  certain  hereditaments  to  which  you  advert  in  your  Report. 

Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  North  Dublin  Union : — 
October  ‘27,  1846. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  observe  from  the  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  of  the  North  Dublin  Union,  on  the  21st  instant,  that  the  Guardians  have  had 
under  their  consideration  the  propriety  of  employing  female  paupers  of  the  workhouse  in 
breaking  stones,  and  that  they  have  negatived  a proposition  for  imperatively  forbidding  the 
practice.  ° 

The  Commissioners  are  well  aware  of  the  difficulty  frequentlv  experienced  by  Boards  of 

2 L 
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Guardians  in  finding  suitable  employment  for  female  paupers  in  workhouses,  and  they  would 
be  unwilling  to  do  anything  which  might  needlessly  embarrass  the  Board  of  Guardians  of 
North  Dublin  Union  in  this  respect. 

At  the  same  time  as  the  Commissioners  have  a decided  objection  to  the  employment  of 
female  paupers  in  breaking  stones,  they  deem  it  right  to  communicate  their  views  on  this 
practice  to  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  regard  it  as  highly  desirable  that  every  pauper  in  the  workhouse  should 
be  set  to  work  in  a manner  suited  to  his  sex,  age,  and  strength ; and  this  rule  applies  to 
females  as  well  as  to  males.  But  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  employment  of  breaking  stones 
is  not  suitable  to  a woman.  By  common  usage  men  only  are  employed  in  this  kind  of  labour; 
and  if  in  some  instances  it  has  been  extended  to  women,  it  has  been  the  result  of  peculiar 
circumstances,  and  could  scarcely  be  regarded  as  an  exception  to  the  rule  for  their  exemption 
which  prevails  generally,  as  the  Commissioners  believe,  in  all  the  countries  of  Europe. 

In  reference  to  resorting  to  this  kind  of  employment,  as  what  is  called  a test  of  destitution 
for  able-bodied  women,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that  the  object  of  a workhouse  is  to 
give  relief  to  the  really  destitute,  and  as  it  is  demoralizing  to  maintain  able-bodied  persons  in 
idleness,  all  such  inmates  should  be  set  to  work. 

At  the  same  time  the  Commissioner's  do  not  think  that  this,  which  is  a mere  incident  of 
relief  in  the  workhouse,  should  be  made  use  of  as  an  instrument  for  deterring  applicants  from 
accepting  it.  The  attempt  to  convert  employment  to  this  purpose  would  tend  to  invest  relief 
in  a workhouse  with  somewhat  of  a penal  character,  and  would  thus  be  contrary  to  the  mild 
and  benevolent  intentions  of  the  Legislature  in  passing  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that  they  communicated  the  above  views 
some  months  ago  to  a Board  of  Guardians  which  had  introduced  the  employment,  solely  as  a 
mode  of  punishment  for  violent  and  ill-conducted  women,  and  the  Commissioners  had  then 
occasion  to  ascertain  that  no  such  employment  or  punishment  was  permitted  in  any  of  the 
prisons  in  Ireland.  The  Board  of  Guardians  referred  to  immediately  discontinued  the 
practice  on  receiving  the  above  information;  and  the  Commissioners  request  the  North  Dublin 
Board  of  Guardians  to  be  good  enough  to  reconsider  the  subject  in  reference  to  the  foregoing 
exposition  of  the  views  of  the  Commissioners. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners: — January  22,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  19th  instant ; and  in  reply,  I have  to  inform  you  that,  as  will  have  been 
seen  by  my  report  of  the  18th  January,  the  pressure  upon  the  workhouse  is 
over,  and  in  fact  we  have  plenty  of  accommodation  and  are  prepared  to  meet 
any  emergency. 

The  orphans  are  certainly  numerous,  but  I do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable 
to  turn  them  out,  since  many  are  of  a very  tender  age. 

The  widows  with  two  children,  I hope,  will  also  soon  he  employed  in  their 
districts,  where  work  is  going  on,  and  thus  he  struck  off  the  out-door  list. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  23,  1848. 

I am  anxious  to  ask  your  advice  in  the  following  matter,  and  to  know  if  I 
am  correct  in  my  views  upon  the  subject. 

I consider  that  every 'pauper  who  is  admitted  into  the  house  has  no  means 
whatever,  and  further  surrenders  his  cabin,  (which  is  generally  pulled  down) 
having  no  longer  a place  of  residence. 

I am  further  of  opinion  that  if  work  is  found  for  him  in  his  division  or  adjacent 
to  it,  that  the  Guardians  are  empowered  to  discharge  such  pauper  and  his  family 
from  the  workhouse,  and  he  must  locate  himself  near  the  work,  but  if  he  chooses 
to  lodge  at  a distance,  I do  not  consider  it  an  affair  of  the  Guardians. 

I may  be  wrong  in  my  idea  of  the  case,  but  come  to  this  conclusion,  since 
otherwise  large  public  and  private  works  would  not  in  many  districts  find  labourers, 
such  as  reclamation  of  waste  lands ; and  on  those  occasions  I think  the  labourer 
must  follow  his  work  as  the  navigator  does  in  England. 

I think  the  matter  a very  serious  and  important  one  and  well  worthy  of  at- 
tention. 


Reply  t the  above : — January  29,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  are  not  aware  of  any  practical  difficulty  that  the  Vice- 
Guardians  of  the  Bantry  Union  should  have  in  the  case  stated,  if  they  merely 
discharge  the  pauper  from  the  workhouse,  and  apprise  him  where  employment  can 
he  obtained.  They  have  no  power  to  interfere  further ; and  in  all  such  cases  they 
are  best  capable  of  determining  what  is  fit  to  be  done. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Gordon: — January  31,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy 
of  a communication  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  the  Under 
Secretary’s  office,  relating  to  the  decease  of  a child  (named  Honora  Shea)  who  is 
supposed  to  have  died  from  destitution ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  make 
such  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  as  may  enable  you  to  report  to  the  Commis- 
sioners as  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  especially  whether  the  deceased  made  appli- 
cation for  relief,  either  to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Bantry  Union,  to  the  work- 
house  master,  or  to  any  of  the  relieving  officers. 

Enclosure.  County  Cork,  W.  R., 

Castletown,  January  21,  1848. 

A child  named  Honora  Shea,  of  Irris,  in  the  parish  of  Kilcatkereen,  and  barony  of 
Bere,  aged  two  years  and  a half,  is  reported  to  have  died  of  destitution  on  the  16th  instant. 
Its  mother  died  of  fever  a short  time  ago,  and  the  father  emigrated  to  America  about  the 
same  time.  An  inquest  is  to  be  held. 

H.  Morgan,  Sub-Inspector,  3rd  Class. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners: — February  2,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  in  answer  to  your  communication  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  that  I had  on  the  19th  January  made  inquiry  into  the  circumstances 
attending  the  death  of  the  child  Honora  Shea,  and  enclose  the  statement  of  the 
relieving  officer  in  answer  to  my  queries,  which  I consider  quite  frees  him  from 
any  neglect. 


Enclosure. 


Queries  for  Anthony  Nicholson,  relieving 
officer,  Kilcathereen. 

Did  the  late  Honora  Shea,  of  Irris,  aged 
two  and  a half  years,  or  any  of  her  family, 
apply  to  you  for  relief? 

If  so,  what  steps  did  you  take,  and  what 
was  the  date  of  the  application  to  you  ? 

Have  you  given  provisional  relief  to  the 
child  of  the  same  family  who  is  said  to  be  in 
want. 

If  not,  why  ? 

Captain  Gordon  desires  that  Mr.  Nichol- 
son will  immediately  inquire  into  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  saying  whether  the  child 
died  of  want  ? 

And  also,  whether  there  was  no  one  to  look 
after  it  ? 

Mr.  Nicholson  will  see  by  his  instructions 
that  there  is  a way  to  meet  every  case,  and  no 
one  need  starve  or  perish  from  famine.  In 
the  case,  of  the  child  in  quescion,  after  giving 
it  immediate  relief,  when  he  heard  of  the 
want  of  the  family,  he  might  have  had  the 
child  and  young  sister  conveyed  to  the  work- 
house  here. 

(Signed)  H.  Gordon, 

Captain,  59 th  Regiment. 


Answers  for  the  information  of  Captain  Gordon 
in  reply  to  the  queries  proposed. 

Her  sister,  Mary  Shea,  aged  17  years, 
applied  for  relief  on  behalf  of  a junior  brother 
and  three  sisters. 

Received  application  in  due  form,  and  gave 
one  stone  of  meal,  provisional  relief,  on  the 
11th  December. 

Yes,  on  11th  December  and  19th  January. 


It  appears  that  the  child  suffered  from 
want,  but  she  was  for  many  months,  since  the 
decease  of  her  mother,  in  a most  delicate  state 
of  health. 

Yes,  Mary,  the  eldest  member  of  the  fa- 
mily, and  her  aunt. 

On  the  17th  December  the  case  was  brought 
before  the  notice  of  the  Vice-Guardians  who 
refused  a continuance  of  out-door  relief.  A 
ticket  to  the  workhouse  was  then  offered,  and 
subsequently  to  the  decease  of  the  child,  which 
was  on  both  occasions  peremptorily  refused. 


(Signed) 


Bantry,  January  19,  1848. 


Anthony  Nicholson, 

Relieving  Officer, 

Kilcathereen. 


True  Copies, 


H.  Gordon,  Captain,  59th  Regiment. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  27,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  everything  is  going  on  favourably,  although 
many  attempts  are  made  to  embarrass  the  Vice-Guardians  and  myself  in  our  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  amount  collected  may  appear  small,  hut  since  the  banker’s  account  was 
received,  and  prior  to  the  ending  of  the  week,  John  O’Donovan  has  lodged 

2 L 2 


Bantry  Union. 
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146/.  8 s.  Ilf/.,  and  Mr.  O’Sullivan  310/.,  and  I hope  a further  increase  next 
week. 

I consider  it  necessary  to  recommend,  that  unless  Mr.  Eccles,  the  relieving  officer 
for  Kilmocomogue,  resigns,  that  he  be  suspended  in  his  appointment,  since  nothing 
can  justify  his  non-compl:ance  with  the  instructions  ; and  although  willing,  yet  he 
is  not  competent  to  fill  the  situation. 

On  Thursday  last  I attended  at  the  petty  sessions,  and  informations  were  taken 
against  the  parties  who  made  the  rescue  from  the  collectors. 

On  Saturday  Dr.  Willis  and  myself  counted  the  house,  and  made  the  numbers 
845  instead  of  940  that  the  master  returned ; and  in  consequence  of  this,  Mr.  Clarke 
and  Mr.  Crawford  attended  on  Sunday,  and  we  called  the  names  from  the  relief 
list,  but  although  we  were  at  work  until  after  dark,  yet  we  only  got  through  400 
names,  and  on  counting  the  parties  remaining,  made  the  number  the  same  as 
Saturday. 

I can  easily  understand  how  such  an  error  occurred,  since  muny  parties  must  have 
absconded,  and  been  discharged  without  entering  their  names.  I acquit  the  master 
of  all  attempts  at  fraud,  and  he  is  a hard-working  man.  The  causes  of  this  irre- 
gularity will  be  inquired  into  and  rectified  as  soon  as  it  possibly  can. 

In  some  cases  women  who  were  deserted  by  their  husbands  were  receiving  out- 
door relief,  but  not  being  entitled  under  the  first  section  of  the  Act,  the  relieving 
officers  were  ox-dered  to  discontinue  it,  and  give  tickets  to  the  house  instead. 

The  disiriclinaiion  to  work  continues,  and  Mr.  Payne  has  great  difficulty  in  getting 
labourers. 

During  our  meeting  yesterday  we  were  interrupted  by  the  abrupt  entrance  of 
the  Rev.  C.  Freeman,  R.C.C.,  who  exclaimed, — “ Captain  Gordon,  I have  to  state 
“ to  you  that  a child  has  just  died  at  my  door,  being  the  third  within  these  last  few 
“ days  ; and  it  can  no  longer  be  concealed  that  the  people  are  starving.”  I was 
quite  astonished  at  this  statement,  since  neither  the  sub-inspector  of  police,  the 
relieving  officer,  or  myself,  had  heard  or  have  since  heard  of  anything  of  the 
kind. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Freeman  further  stated  that  he  had  brought  the  body  to  the  house, 
and  I directed  the  relieving  officer’s  attention  to  the  case.  Hearing,  however,  a 
great  noise,  I went  out,  and  hearing  Mr.  Freeman  exclaiming  about  a post-mortem 
examination,  I demanded  who  brought  the  parties  to  the  house  with  such  a crowd. 
Mr.  Freeman  stepped  forward  and  said,  “I  did  and  on  my  remarking  that  it 
would  have  been  better  if  he  had  sent  for  the  relieving  officer,  he  exclaimed  that 
such  officers  could  not  be  found  (although  at  the  workhouse),  and  abruptly  left  the 
room  as  he  had  entered. 

(I  need  not  at  this  time  remark  upon  the  necessity  of  not  allowing  dead  bodies 
to  be  brought  to  the  house,  since  every  one  who  died  of  any  disease  would  be 
brought  there  to  be  interred.) 

On  examining  the  poor  child  in  question,  I found  it  exhibited  a very  pallid  appear- 
ance, and  observed  that  it  was  not  dead ; and  on  calling  the  attention  of  the  medical 
officers  of  the  house  to  the  case,  it  was  at  once  attended  to  ; and  although  their 
subsequent  certificate  showed  that  it  was  suffering  from  want,  yet  at  the  same  time 
it  had  a violent  attack  of  dysentery. 

Mr.  Power  (the  relieving  officer)  informed  the  Board  that  neither  parents  had 
applied  to  him  for  relief  until  Monday,  or  he  would  have  attended  to  it,  and  even 
on  that  day  the  case  did  not  appear  a pressing  one.  The  family  were  entitled  to 
out-door  relief  under  the  first  section  of  the  Act. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Freeman,  after  leaving  the  house,  went  down  and  brought  up  Dr. 
M'Carthy  to  make,  I suppose,  a post-mortem  examination,  since  they  proceeded  to 
the  dead-house  ; but  subsequently,  Mr.  Freeman  had  the  presumption  to  bring  Dr. 
M'Carthy  into  the  hospital,  and  he  examined  the  child,  although  it  was  under  the 
charge  of  our  medical  attendants,  Drs.  Jagoe  and  Leckey.  This  would  not  have 
occurred  if  we  had  known  it  in  time ; and  on  hearing  the  faets  of  the  case,  we 
requested  Rev.  James  Barry,  P.P.  Union  chaplain  (who  is  most  attentive),  to  give 
us  his  attendance,  and  explained  to  him  we  could  not  allow  such  interference  in 
future;  and  at  the  same  time  requested  him  to  demand  from  Mr.  Freeman  the 
names  of  the  two  other  children  alluded  to  by  him  as  dying  at  his  door*  We  have 
not  yet  got  them,  but  I will  report  when  we  can  ascertain  particulars. 

I have  strictly  investigated  into  the  matter,  and  cannot  learn  of  any  one  dyin<r  or 
having  died  of  famine. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


261 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—January  28,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  respecting  Mr.  W.  Eccles,  one  of  the 
relieving  officers  in  the  Union,  I am  to  request  that  you  will  report  the  circum- 
stances under  which  Mr.  Eccles  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  or  the  Commissioners  ; and  on  receipt  of  your  report  they  will  imme- 
diately take  the  subject  into  consideration,  with  a view  to  his  removal  from  office  if 
requisite. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners: — January  26,  1848. 

With  reference  to  my  report  of  this  day’s  date,  I have  the  honour  further 
to  inform  the  Commissioners  that  the  Rev.  C.  Freeman  did  not  furnish  the  names 
of  the  children  who  lie  alleges  died  of  starvation  at  his  door. 

I have  made  inquiry,  and  can  hear  of  no  one  having  died  of  starvation. 

With  the  minutes  of  this  day  a letter  is  sent  from  the  relieving  officer,  statino-, 
that  the  parents  of  the  party  in  question  (who  is  out  of  all  danger)  never  applied 
to  him  or  any  other  relieving  officer  for  relief. 

Mr.  Eccles,  relieving  officer,  has  resigned,  and  so  there  is  no  necessity  for  his 
dismissal. 

_ I am  well  pleased  with  the  way  we  are  going  on ; many  are  demanding  their 
discharge  in  consequence  of  the  work. 

P.S. — My  report  this  morning  should  he  dated  26th  instead  of  27th  January. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  30,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  another  complaint  of  the  Rev.  C.  Free- 
man, R.  C.  C. 


Enclosures. 

Mr.  R.  Power,  Sub-Inspector,  to  Captain  Gordon  : — January  30,  1848. 

I have  to  inform  you  that  just  this  moment  I received  a note  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Free- 
man, stating  that,  a child  belonging  to  a man  named  Thomas  Foley,  residing  on  Blackrock-road, 
had  died  of  starvation.  May  I take  the  liberty  of  calling  your’s  and  the  relieving  officer’s 
attention  to  this  case,  and  will  feel  obliged  for  a’report  on  the  subject,  as  to  whether  application 
was  made  for  relief  for  this  child. 

P.S. — I beg  to  send  you  Mr.  Freeman’s  communication  on  the  subject. 


Rev.  C.  Freeman,  R.  C.  C.,  to  Mr.  Power: — January  30,  1848. 

Bearer,  Thomas  Foley,  now  living  in  Blackrock-road,  has  a child  dead.  I have 
made  inquiries  as  to  the  cause  of  death,  and  in  my  opinion  this  unfortunate  child  died  from  the 
effects  of  starvation.  You,  of  course,  will  act  in  tills  case  as  you  deem  tit. 


Captain  Gordon  to 
Queries. 

Thomas  Foley,  of  Blackrock-road,  is  re- 
ported to  have  a child  dead  from  starvation. 


The  relieving  officer  is  requested  to  state 
whether  Thomas  Foley  applied  to  him  for 
relief. 

Date  of  application. 

Mode  of  disposing  of  it. 

The  name  and  age  of  the  child. 

Further  particulars. 

January  30,  1848. 


Relieving  Officer. 

Answers. 

I have  made  inquiries,  and  find  that  the 
child  in  question  died  about  Christmas-Dav, 
having,  as  the  mother  informed  me,  been  ill 
for  a week  previously  of  a bowel  complaint. 

No  application  was  made  to  me  for  relief 
by  the  parents,  who  are  strangers  in  Bantry, 
from  another  district. 

I regret  such  reports  should  be  made  with- 
out any  inquiry  previously  as  to  the  facts. 


January  30,  1848. 


Captain  Gordon  to  Mr.  Power  : — January  30,  1848. 

In  answer  to  your  communication  of  this  day’s  date,  aud  enclosing  a note  from  the 
Rev.  C.  Freeman,  stating  that  Thomas  Foley  had  a child  dead,  and  saying  in  his  opinion  it 
died  from  the  effects  of  starvation,  I have  to  inform  you  that  the  child  in  question  died  so  long 
ago  as  Christmas-Day,  and,  from  all  inquiries  that  can  be  made,  it  appears  from  dysentery. 


Bantry  Union. 
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Bantry  Union.  Mr.  Freeman  made  a report  on  last  Tuesday,  the  25th,  that  he  has  not  yet  accounted  for, 

since  he  stated  to  the  Vice-Guardians  and  myself,  that  two  children  had  died  of  want  at  his 

door  and  he  had  brought  with  him  the  body  of  a third,  which  was  still  living  and  taken  into 
hospital,  the  father  never  having  made  any  application  to  the  relieving  officer.  He  was  called 
upon  to  name  the  other  two,  and,  failing  to  do  so,  I consider  his  report  without  foundation. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  31,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  with  respect  to  the  workhouse  at  Castletown, 
after  having  well  considered  the  proposal,  I am  induced  to  think  that  such  a building 
could  never  be  properly  conducted  or  controlled  in  that  unhappy  district,  such  is 
the  present  state  of  society. 

I am  also  of  opinion  that  the  present  workhouse  is  sufficient  for  the  Union. 

However,  a good  site  is  to  be  found,  and  I shall  have  the  proper  tenders  in  a 
day  or  two. 

Some  building  is  necessary  there ; and  I would  strongly  recommend  a permanent 
hospital,  since  the  district  has  nothing  of  the  kind  to  meet  any  epidemic  ; and  in 
that  particular  we  are  almost  as  badly  off  here. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  3,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  fully  considered  the  question  of  whether  it  is 
desirable  to  have  a workhouse  at  Berehaven ; and  they  have  decided  the  question 
in  the  affirmative. 

They  think  on  general  grounds  that  the  requiring  destitute  able-bodied  persons 
to  go  from  Berehaven  to  the  workhouse  at  Bantry  amounts  practically  in  some 
instances  to  a denial  of  relief. 

The  Commissioners  are  sensible  that  there  will  be  great  difficulty  in  securing  a 
good  Board  of  Guardians  for  the  new  workhouse  and  the  new  Union  ; but  it  is  to 
be  remembered  that  the  Commissioners  have  it  always  in  their  power  to  dissolve 
a Board  of  Guardians  which  fails  to  discharge  its  duties  duly  and  effectually. 
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Castlerea  Union. 


CASTLEREA  UNION. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  2S,  1847. 

I beg  to  send  you  a statement  of  the  condition  I found  this  Union  in. 
Yesterday  was  the  first  meeting  I had  with  the  Board  of  Guardians;  there  was 
a-  full  meeting,  as  I sent  a circular  to  each  of  them  to  attend.  The  col- 
lectors have  got  till  next  Board  day  to  return  the  names  of  all  defaulters.  The 
Guardians  struck  a rate  of  2s.  lid.  in  the  pound,  and  afterwards  passed  a reso- 
lution that  only  one-half  was  to  be  collected  at  first ; nearly  three  months  have 
passed  over,  and  all  the  money  paid  in  by  the  collectors  is  about  2500/.  But 
for  this  resolution,  I am  informed  a large  sum  would  have  been  paid  in.  The 
collectors  are  now  taking  steps  to  collect  the  rate.  I found  the  master  and 
matron  of  the  workhouse  most  attentive,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  house  very 
clean ; the  yards  in  a shocking  state  of  dirt,  the  grass  growing  in  the  yards,  the 
windows  broken.  The  paupers  can  get  over  the  walls  as  they  please.  I wanted 
the  Guardians  to  grant  money  to  raise  them,  but  they  refused.  They  have  given 
an  order  that  a quantity  of  implements  should  be  bought  from  the  Board  of 
Works ; when  I get  them  I shall  soon  have  the  place  in  order.  I found  most 
of  the  children  in  rags,  many  of  the  men  without  shirts,  and  not  the  half  of 
them  in  the  workhouse  dress  yesterday.  Some  of  the  paupers  did  not  get  their 
breakfasts  till  half-past  1 o’clock,  for  want  of  fires.  There  are  five  girls  sleep- 
ing in  some  of  the  beds,  and  four  boys  in  others.  No  room  to  class  the  chil- 
dren, from  the  crowded  state  of  the  house ; all  the  sewers  about  the  house 
choked  up.  Shall  I order  the  solicitor  to  attend  the  Board,  to  take  proceed- 
ings against  the  large  rate-payers  ? I am  told  that  the  collectors  find  it  hardest 
to  get  them  to  pay.  No  paupers  admitted  yesterday. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  3,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  approve  the  receipt  of  any  instalment  of  the 
rates  now  due ; and  they  request  that  you  will  recommend  the  Guardians  to 
press  forward  the  collection. 

With  regard  to  the  proceedings  for  enforcing  payment  of  the  arrears  of  rate 
in  the  Uuion,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  consider  it  necessary 
that  the  Guardians  should  incur  the  expense  of  having  their  solicitor  in  attend- 
ance to  receive  oral  directions.  They  recommend  lists  to  be  made  for  him,  of 
the  rate-payers  to  be  proceeded  against  by  civil  bill,  or  by  action  in  the  supe- 
rior courts ; and  they  will  be  prepared  to  sanction  the  latter  proceeding,  on 
receiving  the  list  of  the  immediate  lessors,  who  may  be  so  proceeded  against,  in 
which  list  the  residence  of  each  lessor  should  be  stated. 

With  respect  to  the  state  of  the  workhouse,  I am  to  request  that  you  will 
have  a list  made  of  the  articles  and  quantities  of  clothing  and  bedding  required, 
and  that  you  will  ascertain  what  course  the  Guardians  propose  to  take  for  pro- 
viding the  supplies,  which  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report,  at  the  same  time 
aunexing  a list  of  the  requisites  wanting. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  5,  184-7. 

I beg  to  inform  you  that  the  affairs  of  this  Union  are  getting  into  a 
better  state  than  they  were  the  week  previous.  The  rate  collectors  have  lodged 
150/.  more  than  they  did  the  former  week ; but  there  is  still  a great  neglect  on 
their  part.  I am  going  to  the  petty  sessions  on  Tuesday,  to  see  that  every  per- 
son is  decreed,  whom  they  have  summoned.  I have  to  report  that  the  work- 
house  premises  are  getting  into  some  state  of  order,  the  Guardians  have  given 
an  order  for  clothing  for  the  paupers,  and  all  necessaries  required. 
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Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners: — December  12,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  your  information,  the  business  I have  had 
on  hand  for  the  last  week.  I have  attended  at  the  workhouse  with  some  of  the 
Guardians,  and  have  been  revising  the  lists  of  the  paupers  in  the  house.  As  far 
as  I have  gone,  I find  there  are  numbers  of  people  in  it  holders  of  land;  as  an 
instance,  one  person  is  a 10Z.  freeholder  of  the  county.  I am  in  hopes  by  the 
end  of  next  week,  to  have  completed  a thorough  revision  of  the  entire  house, 
and  am  certain  we  shall  reduce  the  numbers  by  300.  I read  out  to  the 
Guardians,  as  far  as  I got  the  returns,  the  names  of  all  immediate  lessors  who 
are  defaulters  ; they  have  ordered  application  to  be  made  to  them  for  payment. 
I would  suggest  to  the  Commissioners,  that  the  present  rate- collectors  should 
be  changed.  From  what  I see  of  them,  they  never  will  do  their  duty  in  collect- 
ing the  rate  ; some  from  intimidation,  others  from  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
Guardians  and  magistrates.  I think  there  ought  to  be  a person  sent  down  to 
reside  in  this  tovvn  to  collect  the  entire  rates  of  the  Union,  with  full  power  to 
have  the  stipendiary  magistrate,  and  the  police  to  assist  him.  I regret  to  state 
that  this  part  of  the  country  is  in  a very  bad  state ; the  magistrates  are  afraid  to 
act ; in  fact,  no  man  s life  is  safe  that  has  any  dealing  with  the  country  people. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners: — December  15,  1847. 

May  I request  you  will  inform  me  how  I am  to  act?  Numbers  of  the  most 
wretched  creatures  are  brought  to  the  workhouse  door  in  fever;  the  Guardians, 
from  kind  motives,  order  them  to  be  admitted ; the  doctor  opposes  it  as  much 
as  possible,  on  the  grounds  that  there  are  too  many  in  the  hospital.  I should  be 
much  obliged  by  your  giving  me  instructions  against  next  Board  day.  I send 
you  the  master’s  report. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  17,  1847. 

As  it  appears  there  have  been  five  temporary  hospitals  established  in 
the  Castlerea  Union,  under  the  Act  10  Vic.  c.  22,  it  would  be  advisable  to 
render  these  available  ; and  if  they  are  not  at  present  in  use,  the  Relief  Com- 
mittees should  be  called  upon  to  re-open  them,  in  which  case  they  would 
^ifVeA^°  sllPPortecl-  by  Guardians,  as  pointed  out  in  the  loth  section  of 
the  Act ; but  that  if  the  Committees  will  not  act,  there  should  be  an  appli- 
cation made  to  the  Board  of  Health,  for  a requisition  to  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, which  will  enable  them  to  charge  the  support  of  the  hospitals  to  the 
Union,  under  the  6th  section  of  the  Act  9 Vic.  c.  6 ; or  in  case  of  abandon- 
ment of  the  hospitals  and  refusals  of  the  Committees  to  act,  the  Guardians 
may  take  possession  of  them  as  fever  wards  to  be  provided  for  under  the 
6 and  7 Vic.  c.  92 ; in  which  case,  however,  the  Union  medical  officer  would 
require  assistance,  and  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  have  the  hospitals  man- 
aged under  the  9 Vic.,  c.  6,  if  the  first  course  cannot  be  adopted. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Auchmuty  : — December  20,  1847. 

I am  to  forward  to  you  herewith,  a communication  which  the  Commissioners 
have  received  from  the  Under  Secretary’s  office,  relating  to  the  decease  of  a man 
named  Michael  Cunnawn,  who  is  stated  by  the  jury  on  the  inquest  held  on  his 
body,  to  have  come  by  his  death  from  starvation,  and  I am  to  request  that  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  make  such  inquiry  into  the  circumstances,  as  may  enable 
you  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  especially 
whether  the  deceased  made  application  for  relief  either  to  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
to  the  workhouse  master,  or  to  any  of  the  relieving  officers. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners,  in  reply : — December  26,  1847. 

I beg  to  state  for  your  information,  that  I went  myself  to  make  inquiries 
as  to  the  cause  of  Michael  Cunnawn’s  death ; there  is  no  doubt  but  that  he  died 
irom  starvation.  From  every  inquiry  I made  at  the  workhouse,  he  never  made 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  265 

application  for  admittance;  the  relieving  officer  states  that  the  family  are  on  his 
register  since  the  8th  of  this  month. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Auchmuty: — December  28,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  statement  of  the  relieving  officer,  that  the  names  of 
Cunnawn’s  family  had  been  on  his  register  since  the  Sth  instant,  I am  to  request 
that  the  Commissioners  may  be  informed  whether  relief  had  been  afforded  to1  the 
family  previous  to  the  decease  of  Michael  Cunnawn. 

The  object  of  the  Commissioners  in  making  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  is,  to  ascertain  whether  the  death  occurred  from  the  neglect  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  or  any  of  their  officers  ; and  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  you 
should  direct  your  inquiries  with  a view  to  elicit  information  on  that  point. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  in  reply : — December  31,  1S47. 

I beg  to  state  that  I made  inquiry  from  Patt  Cunnawn,  the  father  of 
Michael  Cunnawn  deceased,  and  he  states  that  he  never  applied  to  any  of  the 
Guardians  for  relief ; the  master  states  that  he  never  applied  to  him  to  be  admitted 
into  the  workhouse ; he  has  not  been  receiving  relief  since  the  Temporary  Relief 
Act  ceased. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Auchmuty  -.—January  7,  1848. 

I AM  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  furnish  the  Commis- 
sioners with  further  particulars  with  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  family  of  Michael 
C unawn  were  on  the  relievirig  officer’s  register  since  the  Sth  ultimo. 

It  does  not  appear  from  your  reports  whether  the  relieving  officer  or  the  Board 
of  Guardians  are  answerable  for  neglecting  to  afford  relief  to  this  family. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  in  reply: — January  9,  1848. 

Mr.  Ekans,  the  relieving  officer,  states  that  Patt  Cunnawn’s  family  were 
on  his  relief  list  since  the  Sth  of  December;  but  Michael  Cunnawn  died  two  days 
before  they  were  put  on.  The  relieving  officer  stated  to  me  that  he  went  on 
hearing  of  the  distress  the  family  were  in,  and  registered  their  names  himself,  as 
the  family  never  made  application  to  him  ; he  had  no  funds  available  to  give  them 
any  relief. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Auchmuty: — January  7,  1S48. 

I am  to  forward  to  you  herewith,  a communication  which  the  Commis- 
sioners have  received  from  the  Under  Secretary’s  office,  relating  to  the  decease  of 
a man  named  Mark  Granville,  who  is  stated  by  the  jury  on  the  inquest  held  on 
his  body,  to  have  died  from  want ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  make  such  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  as  may  enable  you  to  report 
to  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  especially  whether  the  de- 
ceased made  application  for  relief  either  to  the  Board  ot  Guardians  of  the  Castle- 
rea  Union,  to  the  workhouse  master,  or  to  any  of  the  relieving  officers. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners,  in  reply: — January  9,  1848. 

I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I made  every 
inquiry  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  and  from  the  master  and  every 
person  connected  with  the  workhouse,  and  .they  state  that  Mark  Granville  never 
made  application  to  be  admitted  into  the  workhouse.  Mr.  John  Tio-he,  the 
relieving  officer,  had  Granville’s  name  on  his  registry  a week  before  Ins  death ; 
he  states  that  Granville  was  an  old  man,  and  had  been  in  bad  health  for  some 
time.  The  relieving  officer  had  no  funds  available  to  give  him  relief. 


2 M 
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Castle  re  a Union. 


Tlie  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Auchmuty  : — January  10,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  as  Mark  Granville  died  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  the  re- 
lieving officer  had  his  name  on  the  registry  a week  previously,  there  must  have 
been  a meeting  of  Guardians  during  that  time  ; and  the  Commissioners  consider  a 
further  explanation  necessary,  showing  why  some  provision  was  not  at  such  meeting 
made  for  this  poor  man. 

The  Commissioners  are  also  desirous  to  know  precisely  what  provision  is  made 
weekly  for  the  destitute  persons  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  ; and  further,  whether 
you  are  satisfied  that  sufficient  exertions  are  being  made  by  the  Guardians  to  en- 
force activity  in  the  collection  of  the  rate,  and  proceedings  against  defaulters. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners,  in  reply  : — January  11,  1848. 

The  Guardians  of  this  Union  have  never  ordered  out-door  relief  to  be  given 
out.  The  Treasurer  last  week  was  in  advance  240 /.  17$.  to  the  Guardians. 
Cosgrave,  a creditor,  was  paid  200/.  lately.  Mrs.  Neale  claims  369/.  for  blankets, 
which  must  be  paid  before  the  1st  of  next  month.  Mr.  Daniel  also  insists  on 
being  paid  20/  due  to  him  since  1846.  There  was  only  145/.  paid  in  by  the  col- 
lectors last  week,  not  much  more  than  would  support  the  house.  The  rate-col- 
lectors are  doing  their  duty,  in  nearly  every  instance.  If  the  immediate  lessors  are 
not  made  to  pay,  it  will  be  impossible  to  get  the  small  ratepayers  to  pay.  There 
is  not  a collector  in  the  Union  that  has  not  numbers  of  decrees  out  against  them, 
but  without  the  assistance  of  the  police  they  cannot  act.  I am  going  to  the  Petty 
Sessions  to-morrow  to  see  that  the  rate  collector  decrees  every  person  he  has  sum- 
moned. I send  the  number  of  applications  for  the  Loughliti  division,  where 
Mark  Granville  died  : able-bodied,  292 — infirm,  230-7-destitute,  30. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — January  14,  1818. 

The  Commissioners  having  been  apprised  that  the  rate  collected  in  Castle- 
rea  Union  during  the  last  week,  amounted  only  to  145/.  they  desire  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  very  critical  state  in  which  the  destitute 
poor  of  the  Union  are  placed,  by  the  insufficiency  of  the  funds  collected  at  once 
to  meet  the  urgent  liabilities  of  the  Guardians,  and  provide  for  the  extent  of  relief 
which  they  should  be  prepared  to  afford. 

The  amount  remaining  uncollected  on  the  31st  ultimo,  appears  to  have  been 
12,848/. ; and  the  Commissioners  must  believe  that  at  least  a large  portion  of  this 
sum  could  be  promptly  collected,  if  more  strenuous  exertions  be  made,  as  the  rate- 
payers who  may  be  expected  to  be  at  any  time  capable  of  paying  the  sums  due, 
ought  in  the  ordinary  course  of  affairs  to  be  at  this  period  of  the  year  in  possession 
of  means  of  payment. 

The  Guardians  and  the  ratepayers  generally  cannot  now  require  to  be  made 
aware  that  the  present  support  of  the  destitute  poor  is  dependent  on  the  rates  to  be 
collected. 

The  Commissioners  lament  to  have  been  informed  that  already  cases  of  death 
have  occurred  in  the  Union,  through  want  of  timely  relief  to  families  in  a state 
of  destitution ; and  there  is  no  avoiding  the  conclusion  that  such  deaths  are 
aseribable  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  means  of  relief  which  the  Guardians  have  as 
yet  provided. 

The  Commissioners  feel  under  such  painful  circumstances  imperatively  called 
upon  to  remind  the  Guardians  of  their  responsibility  to  provide  fully  for  the  relief 
of  all  destitute  persons  in  the  Union,  and  see  that  the  relief  is  duly  given:  failing 
in  which  they  will  compel  the  Commissioners  to  consider  their  own  responsibility 
under  the  18th  section  of  the  Act  10th  Viet.  chap.  31,  for  the  dissolution  of  any 
Board  of  Guardians,  the  duties  of  which  shall  not  be  duly  and  effectually  dis- 
charged. 

The  Commissioners  are  informed  that  considerable  arrears  of  rate  are  due  by 
immediate  lessors  ; they  therefore  beg  to  refer  the  Guardians  to  the  provisions  for 
recovery  of  such  arrears  contained  in  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act  6th  and  7th  Viet., 
chap.  92 ; and  should  the  Guardians  consider  it  to  be  necessary  in  any  of  such 
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cases  to  proceed  by  action  in  the  superior  courts,  the  Commissioners  will  be  pre- 
pared to  give  their  sanction  for  that  object  on  bein^  supplied  with  a list  of  the 
immediate  lessors  so  to  be  sued,  stating  their  places  of  abode,  and  the  amount  due 
by  each. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners: — January  9,  18-18. 

I beg  to  send  you  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday. 
There  were  14  members  present.  They  are  most  anxious  that  the  ovens 
should  be  erected  at  once,  as  the  distress  throughout  the  entire  Union  is 
dreadful.  I made  application  to  the  Guardians  to  give  shoes  for  all  the 
children  in  the  house  ; but  they  would  not  grant  them.  There  are  nearly  400 
persons  ill  in  the  house,  principally  from  dysentery,  and  the  doctor  states  it  is 
for  want  of  warm  clothing  and  shoes.  The  Guardians  have  agreed  to  take 
Wills’  Grove,  three  miles  from  this,  as  additional  accommodation  for  paupers ; 
it  will  contain  about  500,  and  is  in  good  repair.  Mr.  Wills  wants  75/.  a-year 
for  it ; it  is  the  only  house  that  can  be  procured.  The  Guardians  have  dis- 
missed all  the  nurses,  and  intend  only  to  have  a head  nurse  at  a salary  of  12/. 
a-year  and  rations ; the  present  ones  have  been  found  dishonest.  The  Guardians 
propose  taking  a field  at  the  back  of  the  workhouse,  containing  about  eight 
acres,  to  employ  the  men  on.  There  is  a part  to  be  let  off  for  a burying- 
ground,  as  the  present  one  inside  the  walls,  is  quite  full  of  graves.  I read 
out  the  names  of  some  of  the  immediate  lessors  who  are  defaulters;  the 
Guardians  ordered  that  they  should  be  made  to  pay  in  every  case.  Shall  I 
send  up  all  the  names  to  the  Commissioners,  so  that  Mr.  Dillon  should  apply 
to  them  at  once  ? I had  the  rate  collectors  before  the  Board ; they  have  all 
a number  of  decrees  taken  out,  but  they  cannot  execute  them  without  the 
assistance  of  the  police. 

Number  of  paupers  in  the  house  this  week,  1124. — Died,  18.  Amount  of 
money  collected,  145/. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  12,  1S48. 

The  Commissioners  will  communicate  with  you  in  a few  days,  with 
respect  to  the  erection  of  an  oven  at  the  workhouse. 

As  regards  the  want  of  clothing  and  shoes  for  the  workhouse  inmates  to 
which  you  refer,  I am  to  state  that  a portion  of  some  clothing  which  has  been 
placed  at  the  Commissioners’  disposal,  has  been  allotted  to  the  Castlerea 
Union ; this  supply  may  not,  however,  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand  in  the 
Castlerea  workhouse,  and  the  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  bring  the 
subject  under  the  notice  of  the  Guardians  at  their  next  meeting,  and  report 
specially  what  steps  are  taken  on  the  subject. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  proposed  occupation  of  the  building  at 
Wills’  Grove  to  which  you  refer,  and  they  request  that  you  will  state  what 
class  or  classes  the  Guardians  propose  to  send  to  that  building,  and  what 
provision  they  propose  to  make  for  the  superintendence  of  the  establishment. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  by  the  occupation  of  that  building,  and  by 
affording  out-door  relief  to  all  the  classes  under  the  first  section  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  the  Guardians  will  be  enabled  to  provide  room  in 
the  workhouse,  for  the  relief  of  the  able-bodied. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  proposal  to  take  an  additional  piece  of 
ground,  to  afford  employment  for  the  able-bodied  men  and  boys  in  the  work- 
house,  a portion  to  be  used  as  a cemetery ; I am  at  the  same  time  to  observe, 
that  the  total  quantity  of  ground  which  the  Guardians  can  occupy  is  1 5 acres, 
exclusive  of  the  land  which  the  workhouse  buildings  actually  occupy  ; and  I 
am  to  request  that  you  will  report  the  particulars  of  the  terms  upon  which  the 
Guardians  will  be  able  to  obtain  the  land. 

In  cases  in  which  the  collectors  require  assistance,  they  should  make  appli- 
cation in  the  ordinary  manner,  to  the  stipendiary  magistrate. 


2 M 2 


Castlerea  Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Castlerea  Union. 


26S  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners: — January 16,  1848. 

I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  the  difficult 
position  the  rate  collectors  are  placed  in.  There  has  not  been  a petty  sessions 
held  in  most  parts  of  this  Union  for  some  time  past;  the  stipendiary  magistrate, 
from  press  of  business,  was  unable  to  attend,  and  the  local  magistrates  rarely 
attend  at  petty  sessions.  The  collectors  have  a number  of  decrees  taken  out  for 
poor-rates ; but  they  cannot  execute  them  without  the  assistance  of  the  police, 
and  they  cannot  act  without  the  stipendiary  magistrate  being  present.  I send 
you  two  letters  from  collectors,  that  were  submitted  to  the  Guardians  yesterday. 
I am  making  out  a list  for  the  Commissioners,  of  all  immediate  lessors  who 
are  defaulters. 

Enclosures. 

Statement  of  the  Amount  of  Poor-rate  collected,  and  the  Amount  uncollected,  in  Mr. 

Michael  Connell’s  District. 


Tcmpletogher  Electoral  Division. 

Date  on  which  the  warrants  for  the  collection  were  handed  to  the  collector,  on  the  27th  Sep- 
tember, 1847. 

£.  s.  d. 

Total  amount  of  warrants  for  the  district  . . . 759  2 0 

Total  amount  collected  down  to  the  13th  instant  . . 175  17  5 

Amount  remaining  uncollected  to  the  13th  instant*  . . 583  4 7 

* An  explanation  of  the  cause  of  the  above  amount  of  rate  being  uncollected  is  to  be  entered  here- 
under. 


Mr.  Michael  Connell,  Collector,  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Castlerea  Union : — 
January  13,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  that  the  great  cause  of  my  collection  being  so  backward  is  poverty. 
Some  of  the  people  are  well  inclined  to  pay,  but  they  have  not  the  means.  The  persons  who 
have  means  to  meet  my  demands  their  stock  and  corn  is  under  seizure  by  the  landlords.  My 
district  is  a rural  one,  no  gentlemen  living  in  if.  I also  require  either  the  military  or  the  police 
to  assist  me  in  collecting  the  rates  of  some  of  my  district,  the  people  of  which  say  that  they  will 
not  allow  me  to  make  a distress. 


Mr.  Michael  Waldron,  Collector,  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Castlerea  Union  : — 
January  15,  1848. 

I most  respectfully  take  leave  to  state,  that  I have  attended  at  Balliurobe  quarter 
sessions,  to  prosecute  several  persons  who  have  rescued  me  in  the  execution  of  my  duty  as  poor- 
rate  collector. 

The  result  of  my  proceedings  was,  that  my  bills  were  found  true,  and  the  trials  were 
adjourned  to  the  ensuing  sessions  of  Ciaremorris.  Gentlemen,  I have  to  observe  that  the 
result  of  this  stay  of  execution  has  made  an  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  cess-payers  in  my 
district,  so  that  I apprehend  I will  meet  with  violent  opposition  henceforth , and  I trust  that,  under 
these  circumstances,  you  will  please  to  authorize  me  to  call  in  an  armed  force. 

I have  three  townlands  in  my  district,  where  I could  not  attempt  doing  any  duty  unless  pro- 
tected by  an  armed  force. 

I have  also  to  remind  you  that  I have  no  assistance  to  get  or  expect  by  way  of  an  advice  or 
otherwise,  from  any  Guardian  or  Magistrate  except  from  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  who  was 
not  at  Ballyhauuis  petty  sessions  this  month  past,  so  I am  obliged  to  prepare  informations  to 
have  them  sworn  before  him  on  this  day,  as  I have  no  other  remedy  left  to  prevent  them,  save 
putting  them  under  bail.  I have  to  state  that  I have  above  60  decrees  obtained,  and  am  sure 
that  if  I attempt  to  execute  them,  my  life  would  be  endaugered. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  18,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  communicated  with  the  Chief  Secretary  on 
the  subject  of  the  obstruction  offered  to  two  of  the  collectors  of  poor-rate  in 
the  Castlerea  Union,  and  they  have  reason  to  believe  that  steps  will  be  taken 
to  remedy  the  the  evils  complained  of  by  you. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  16,  1848. 

I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that,  from  the 
experience  I have  had  lately,  the  Guardians  here  never  will  carry  out  the  Poor 
Law ; from  some  of  the  electoral  divisions  they  hardly  ever  attend  on  the  Board 
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day.  I spoke  to  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Wills,  yesterday,  and  to  some  others  of  the  CastIerea  Union. 
Guardians,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be  a paid  Board  sent 
down  here  at  once. 

Some  of  the  Guardians  state  to  me  that  they  will  not  attend  any  more,  for 
this  reason  : the  poor  blame  them  for  not  giving  out-door  relief,  and  from  the 
state  this  country  is  in,  it  puts  them  in  a very  dangerous  2~>osition.  The 
Guardians  did  not  meet  yesterday  till  two  o'clock , and  broke  up  at  four ; most  of 
them  are  afraid  to  be  out  after  that  hour. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — January  17,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  refer  to  the 
ISth  section  of  the  Act  10  Viet,  cap.  31,  by  -which  you  will  observe  that  a Board 
of  Guardians  can  only  be  dissolved  when  regular  meetings  shall  not  be  held  at 
the  times  appointed,  by  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners,  or  -when,  through 
default  of  the  Guardians,  the  duties  of  the  Board  shall  not  be  duly  and  effec- 
tually discharged. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  consider  their  responsibility  under 
that  enactment,  whenever  you  can  show  that  the  regular  weekly  meetings  are 
not  held  by  the  Guardians  of  the  CastIerea  Union,  or  that  the  law's  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  are  not  duly  carried  into  effect,  by  the  Guardians  neglectino- 
to  provide  for  the  proper  support  and  management  of  the  workhouse,  or  the 
adequate  and  legal  relief  of  all  destitute  persons  applying  for  it,  by  in-door 
maintenance,  or  where  the  applicants  may  be  of  any  of  the  three  classes  speci- 
fied in  the  1st  section  of  10  Viet.,  cap.  31,  by  an  out-door  allowance  sufficient 
for  their  subsistence. 

The  Commissioners  wish  you  to  understand,  however,  that  they  will  be 
ready  to  dissolve  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  CastIerea  Union,  when  a state- 
ment of  the  default  of  the  Guardians  to  discharge  their  duties  has  been  placed 
on  record,  and  proved  to  the  Commissioners’  satisfaction. 

As,  in  order  to  the  affording  of  relief  where  requisite,  the  Guardians  are 
responsible  for  the  collection  of  sufficient  funds,  as  far  as  practicable,  they 
must  also  be  considered  to  have  failed  in  carrying  the  law  into  effect  whenever 
you  can  show,  that  they  have  not  properly  and  actively  used  the  means  at  their 
disposal,  for  having  the  rates  collected  or  enforced. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  19,  1848. 

Honor  Boland,  a child  and  an  orphan,  three  and  a half  years  of  age, 
was  left  at  the  workhouse  door  by  John  Carty,  of  Clondahara,  and  then  went 
away,  refusing  to  take  her  with  him.  He  states  that  he  gave  the  mother  a few 
nights’  lodging ; she  died  in  his  house,  and  that  he  does  not  know  where  she 
came  from.  I have  admitted  her  into  the  house,  as  the  child  would  have  died. 
I should  like  to  have  the  Commissioners’  opinion  how  I am  to  act,  by  the  next 
Board  day. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  21,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  consider  that  the  course  to  be  adopted  in  the  case 
of  desertion  described  by  you,  must  depend  on  the  result  of  a local  inquiry 
through  the  constabulary,  or  otherwise  as  found  necessary,  to  ascertain  whether 
the  child  Honor  Boland  is  really  the  orphan  of  a woman  who  died  while 
lodging  in  the  house  of  John  Carty,  who  left  the  child  at  the  workhouse,  and 
is  not  the  child  or  grandchild  of  Carty,  who  would,  in  the  latter  case,  be  liable 
to  punishment,  under  section  2 of  the  Act  10  and  1 1 Viet.,  cap.  84. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners: — January  23,  1848. 

The  master  of  the  workhouse  still  continues  in  fever,  with  very  little 
hopes  of  his  recovery,  the  schoolmaster  is  in  charge,  and  has  the  establishment 
in  most  regular  order.  Mr.  O’Connor,  a magistrate  of  this  county,  ordered  the 
police  to  attend  James  Finerty,  one  of  the  collectors,  and  in  two  days  he  col- 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Castlerea  Union. 


270  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

lected  172/.,  which  will  appear  in  his  next  account.  Finerty  states  that  the 
people  had  their  cattle  locked  up  in  many  places,  when  they  saw  the  police 
approach,  and  in  many  other  cases  there  was  nothing  to  distrain.  The  sheriff 
of  the  county  came  yesterday,  while  the  Guardians  were  sitting,  and  seized 
everything  in  the  house  at  the  suit  of  Gunn  and  Cameron.  The  debt  was  only 
36/.  8s.  2c?.  The  Guardians  have  got  till  next  Saturday  to  pay  ^t.  The 
Guardians  are  going  on  Saturday,  to  sell  all  the  manure  on  the  workhouse 
premises  ; this  will  be  very  conducive  to  the  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  house, 
as  it  has  been  accumulating  since  the  house  has  been  opened.  Mrs.  Loughlin 
was  appointed  head  nurse  yesterday,  at  a salary  of  12/.  a-year  and  rations;  there 
was  only  one  Guardian  opposed  her  election.  I have  further  to  state  that 
nothing  has  been  done  by  the  stipendiary  magistrate,  to  give  the  collectors  the 
assistance  of  the  police ; he  states  to  me  that  his  time  is  taken  up  in  granting 
licences  for  holding  arms.  I would  suggest  to  the  Commissioners  to  apply  to 
get  the  Sub-Inspectors  in  each  district,  to  attend  with  the  police  to  protect  the 
collectors. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  27,  1848. 

The  attention  of  Her  Majesty’s  Government  has  been  drawn  to  your 
recommendation,  with  regard  to  the  assistance  required  by  the  collectors  of 
poor  rate  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 


Mr:  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  6,  1848. 

I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners  for  administering 
the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  that  the  master  of  the  workhouse 
is  recovered  from  fever,  and  is  now  able  to  attend  to  his  duty.  I would  suggest 
that  there  ought  to  be  tradesmen  employed  to  teach  the  boys  different  trades,  the 
expenses  of  tailoring,  shoemaking,  and  carpenter-work  is  a large  item  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  establishment.  I had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Kincard,  the  agent 
to  Daniel  Farrell,  he  refuses  to  pay  the  poor-rate  due  by  him.  I have  further  to 
state  that  Mr.  Flanagan  and  I are  of  opinion  that  nothing  will  save  this  Union 
except  a paid  Board  ; yesterday  the  Guardians  did  very  little  business.  This  is  a 
very  large  Union,  none  of  the  landed  gentry  ever  attend  the  Board,  the  only  two 
gentlemen  that  attend  are  Mr.  Wills,  and  sometimes  Mr.  Stricland,  they  are  only 
agents.  I regret  to  state  that  distress  is  daily  on  the  increase. 


Mr.  Flanagan  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  7,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  on  Saturday,  the  5th  instant,  I 
attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union. 

I regret  having  to  report  that  the  present  Board  of  Guardians  is  wholly 
unequal  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  which  the  law  has  imposed- upon  them, 
namely,  relieving  the  destitute  poor  of  the  Union,  and  providing  funds  for  that 
purpose. 

The  extent  of  destitution  may  be  conceived  from  this  fact : - there  are  (as  I am 
informed  by  Mr.  Auchmuty)  at  least  10,000  names  on  the  Application  and 
Report  Books  of  the  different  relieving  officers,  and  of  this  number  Mr.  Auchmuty 
estimates  that  about  8000  are  proper  objects  for  relief,  and  destitute  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act. 

The  adequacy  of  the  relief  provided  is  easily  stated.  Of  the  8000  (and  in  my 
opinion  they  form  but  a small  portion  of  those  who  will  be,  or  ought  to  be,  ulti- 
mately upon  the  relief  lists),  not  one  single  person  of  either  of  the  classes  coming 
under  the  1 st  or  2nd  sections  of  the  Act  is  receiving  out-door  relief. 

Of  the  efforts  made,  to  provide  means  for  affording  relief  to  those  persons,  the 
following  return  of  the  state  of  the  collection  will  furnish  a test. 

On  the  21st  August,  1847,  the  last  rate,  amounting  to  17,456/.  8.y.  1'OfcZ.,  was 
struck.  The  collecting  books  were  not  given  out  until  from  the  18th  to  the  30th 
of  September.  Since  that  time,  during  a period  of  four  months  and  a half,  about 
one-third  only  of  that  rate  has  been  collected ; the  present  arrear  being 
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11,471/.  12s.  72c?.  Progressing  in  the  same  ratio,  the  entire  rate  would  not  be 
collected  for  a period  of  eight  months  more ; and  recollecting  that  the  months  of 
October,  November,  and  December,  are  by  far  the  best  in  the  whole  year  for 
collection,  the  probability  is  that  the  rate  would  not  be  collected  even  within  that 
time,  and,  in  fact,  the  collection  for  last  week  was  only  256/.  Is.  6 d. 

By  the  last  monthly  return  of  the  state  of  the  funds,  it  will  appear  that  the 
liabilities  on  the  31st  of  December,  were  4150/.  13s.  lid.  Several  actions  have 
been  brought  against  the  Board  by  different  creditors,  and  unless  some  more 
vigorous  and  effective  means  be  taken  to  enforce  the  collection  than  have  hitherto 
been  adopted,  the  affairs  of  this  Union  will  become  inextricably  embarrassed,  and 
the  poor  be  wholly  unrelieved. 

Estimating  the  average  cost  of  a pauper  at  Id.  per  head  per  week  (and  the 
estimate  is  a very  low  one),  the  necessary  expenditure  for  out-door  relief  only  will, 
for  the  8000,  amount  to  nearly  350/.  a-week ; adding  to  that  the  ordinary  work- 
house  expenditure,  the  sum  required  every  week  will  amount  to  nearly  500/.,  a 
sum  very  nearly  double  that  collected  in  the  course  offlast  week. 

When  it  is  considered  that  several  members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  are 
defaulters,  it  cannot  be  a subject  of  wonder  that  they  do  not  adopt  vigorous  means 
for  enforcing  the  collection  of  the  rate.  Amongst  others,  the  following  Guardians 
have  been  returned  to  me  as  defaulters  in  the  electoral  division  of  Bekan  : — 

Richard  O’Grady,  Esq.,  of  Carabeg,  amount  due,  10/.  1 6s.  7 %d. 

Hugh  Burke,  Esq.,  of  Holywell,  20/.  11s.  6 \d. 

Ballyhannis  electoral  division,  Robert  B.  Power,  of  Ballyhannis,  3/.  9s.  lO^cZ. 

Very  many  names  have  been  returned  to  me  of  Guardians  who  have  paid  a 
moiety  only  of  their  rates  ; as  they  have  promised  to  pay  the  rest  in  a short  time, 
I do  not  think  it  necessary  to  bring,  at  present,  their  names  under  the  notice  of 
the  Commissioners. 

I trust  the  above  statement  of  the  destitution  in  this  Union,  the  utter  want  of 
relief,  and  of  exertions  for  procuring  the  means  to  provide  it,  will  induce  the 
Commissioners  to  exercise  the  powers  vested  in  them,  and  to  dissolve  forthwith 
this  most  negligent  and  inefficient  Board. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Castlerea  Union — Dissolution  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians : — February  11,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  consideration  reports  which  they 
have  received  from  their  Inspectors,  Mr.  Flanagan  and  Mr.  Auchmuty,  in  reference, 
to  the  administration  of  relief  in  the  Castlerea  Union. 

The  Commissioners  learn  from  these  reports,  that  there  are  at  least  10,000  names' 
on  the  Application  and  Report  Books  of  the  several  relieving  officers  of  the  Union, 
of  whom  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  8000  persons  are  proper  objects  for  relief. 
The  Commissioners,  however,  only  regard  this  statement  as  an  estimate ; but 
they  must  consider  that,  even  if  the  actual  number  destitute  was  found  to  be  much 
less,  still  the  inadequacy  of  the  relief  afforded  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  is  made 
sufficiently  apparent  by  such  a fact ; considering,  too,  that  the  workhouse  lias  been 
for  some  time  full,  that  not  one  person  is  as  yet  receiving  out-door  relief  under  the 
1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  that  the  Guardians  have 
made  no  representation  to  the  Commissioners  of  any  necessity  for  affording  relief, 
under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act  in  the  Union.  < 

The  exertions  made  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  provide  funds  for  affording 
relief  to  the  destitute  poor  seem  to  have  been,  in  like  manner,  inadequate  to  the 
emergency.  It  appears  that,  on  the  31st  of  August,  1847,  a rate  was  made, 
amounting  to  17,456/.  8s.  10 \d.,  on  a valuation  amounting  to  114,349/. 

The  collecting  books  were  not,  however,  given  out  until  between  the  18th  and 
30th  of  September,  since  which  time  about  one-third  only  of  the  rate  has  been 
collected,  the  present  arrear  being  11,471/. 

As  the  collection  of  the  rates  has  been  thus  slackly  pressed  forward,  the  Com- 
missioners are  not  surprised  to  ascertain,  from  the  last  monthly  return  of  the  state 
of  the  Union  funds,  that  the  liabilities  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  amounted,  on 
the  31st  of  December,  to  41 50/.  It  further  appears  that  several  actions  have  been 
brought  against  the  Board  of  Guardians  by  different  creditors,  and  unless  some 
more  vigorous  and  effective  means  are  taken  to  enforce  payment  of  the  rates,  the 
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Casilerea  Union,  affairs  of  the  Union  must  become  inextricably  embarrassed,  and  the  destitute  poor 
be  wholly  unrelieved. 

The  Commissioners  find  that  several  members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  have 
not  paid  any  rate,  and  that  other  members  have  paid  only  a portion  of  the  rates 
due  by  them. 

The  Commissioners  also  find  that  the  majority  of  the  landed  gentry  who  are 
Guardians  never  attend  the  Board. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  extent  of  destitution  in  the  Union,  the  absence  of 
any  adequate  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  afford  relief  t.o  the 
destitute,  and  the  want  of  exertion  on  their  part  to  provide  the  funds  requisite  for 
the  purpose,  the  Commissioners  feel  that  they  cannot  longer  refrain  from  the 
exercise  of  their  powers  under  the  18th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension 
Act,  in  the  Castlerea  Union. 

The  Commissioners  have  accordingly  resolved  to  issue  an  order,  dissolving  the 
present  Board  of  Guardian^,  and  they  will  immediately  proceed  to  the  appoint- 
ment‘of  paid  officers  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Union. 
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Westport  Union." 


WESTPORT  UNION. 

Mr.  Lynch,  Temporary  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  ] 7, 1847. 

Since  my  last  communication,  I have  visited  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Kilmeena,  Kilmaclasser,  and  part  of  Augliagower  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
necessary  inquiry  as  to  the  number  of  children  attending  the  several  schools,  to 
enable  me  to  make  up  the  return  required  by  the  Committee  of  the  British  Asso- 
ciation ; this  return  I forwarded  to  the  Count  Strzelecki  on  the  13th  instant. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  and  though  the 
house  is  not  yet  quite  full,  they  deemed  it  advisable  to  allow  42  persons,  being 
widows  and  their  children,  to  leave  the  house,  giving  them  a weekly  allowance  of 
Indian  meal,  7 lbs.  for  persons  above  nine  years  of  age,  and  for  those  under  nine 
half  this  quantity,  or  3&  lbs.,  being  the  same  allowed  throughout  this  Union  under 
the  Temporary  Relief  Act  10  Viet.,  cap.  7.  The  Vice-Guardians  adopted  this 
course,  as  they  considered  it  unsafe  to  increase  the  number  of  inmates  under 
existing  circumstances,  fever  being,  I am  sorry  to  say,  very  much  on  the  increase, 
and  the  supply  of  clothes,  &c.,  at  present  at  their  disposal,  far  short  of  the  quantity 
required,  while  the  number  of  applicants  for  admission  was  much  larger  than 
usual. 

Mr.  Valentine  Hines  arrived  last  night,  and  attended  at  the  Board  this  day,  but 
not  having  produced  his  bond  of  security,  and  Mr.  Londen  consenting  to  under- 
take the  collection  of  the  rate  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Westport,  Louisburgh, 
Clare  Island,  Augliagower,  Kilmeena,  Kilmaclasser,  and  Islandeady,  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  with  my  full  concurrence,  signed  the  several  warrants  authorizing  him 
to  collect  the  rate  in  these  several  divisions,  appointing  Sir  Richard  O’Donnell, 
Bart.,  to  the  remaining  three  divisions,  being  Westport,  Achill,  and  Ballycroy. 


Reply  to  the  above: — November  19,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  will  communicate  with  the  Vice-Guardians  with  respect 
to  Mr.  Hines,  whom  it  was  heretofore  proposed  to  employ  as  a collector  of  the 
poor-rate  in  the  Union,  and  the  Commissioners  will  inform  you  of  the  communi- 
cation made  to  the  Vice-Guardians. 

Mr.  Hines  has  been  requested  to  return  to  Dublin. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  17,  1847. 

Gut  of  the  rate  of  2s.  6 d.  in  the  pound,  struck  in  February  last,  on  the 
electoral  division  of  Westport,  a sum  of  only  about  300£  has  been  collected.  A 
large  sum  appears  due  by  the  Marquis  of  Sligo,  but  previous  to  the  rate-books 
being  made  out,  he  advanced  in  cash,  a sum  larger  than  the  rate  charged  against 
him  for  the  maintenance  of  the  house,  which  should  have  been  otherwise  closed 
for  want  of  funds ; this  advance  the  Vice-Guardians  consider  should  be  allowed  to 
Lord  Sligo,  and  consequently  he  has  not  been  pressed  for  the  2s.  Gd.  rate.  The 
arrears  due  by  all  other  parties,  have  been  regularly  transferred  for  collection,  to 
the  new  rate-book,  and  added  to  the  rate  of  5s.  in  the  pound,  struck  on  the  1st  of 
November  instant. 

The  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  collector,  who  is  now  re-appointed 
by  the  Vice-Guardians,  is  no  more  than  about  16 1.,  and  I have  directed  him  to  pay 
it  in  forthwith,  to  the  credit  of  the  Union. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  24,  1847. 

Since  my  last  communication,  I visited  the  electoral  division  of  Louisburgh, 
and  am  sorry  I cannot  represent  the  condition  of  the  poor  people  in  that  district  as 
anything  better  than  in  any  of  the  other  electoral  divisions  in  the  Union  of  West- 
port.  Turnips  appear  to  be  the  principal  food,  and  the  crop  is  now  nearly  ex- 
hausted ; but  with  all  this  destitution,  it  is  pleasing  to  observe  the  great  industry 
exhibited  in  the  preparation  of  the  land  for  next  year’s  crop.  Had  half  as  much 

2 N 
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Westport  Union,  attention  been  paid  last  season,  there  would  be  very  little  distress  at  the  present 

time-  , , ...  „ . 

The  state  of  the  Union  workhouse  is,  altogether,  very  satisfactory  ; lever  is  not 
increasin'1-,  and  all  the  new  cases  which  have  occurred  within  the  last  three 
weeks,  were  in  the  probationary  wards,  where  the  paupers  were  detained  for 
several  days,  for  want  of  a sufficient  supply  of  clothing,  but  measures  have  been 
taken  to  supply  this  deficiency. 

The  collectors  have  perfected  their  bonds  of  security,  and  have  received  the 
warrants  to  collect  the  rates  for  the  entire  Union ; and  I have  every  reason  to 
expect  that  a considerable  sum  will  be  paid  into  the  treasurer,  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 

I have  been  anxiously  employed,  in  carrying  out  the  benevolent  instructions  of 
the  Committee  of  the  British  Association.  The  two  principal  schools  in  Westport, 
numbering  over  600  children,  were  this  day  supplied  with  a most  excellent  meal, 
consisting  of  rye  bread  and  broth,  and  in  the  course  of  next  week,  I hope  to  have 
the  system  extended  to  several  other  schools  throughout  the  Union,  thus  affording 
most  seasonable  relief  to  from  2000  to  3000  of  the  poorest  childred  in  my  district. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners: — December  1,  1847. 

Within  the  last  two  days,  I visited  the  remote  district  of  Ballycroy, 
where  I regret  to  say,  the  greatest  distress  prevails,  and  where  there  is  not  one 
resident  proprietor,  nor  any  employment,  either  public  or  private.  The  turnip 
crop  is  exhausted,  and  a large  portion  of  the  population  is  literally  in  a state  of 
starvation ; the  same  may  be  said  of  a considerable  part  of  Burrishoole,  or  New- 
port, as  well  as  Acliill,  and  the  island  of  Clare  and  Innisturk. 

I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Vice-Guardians  this  day;  the  number  of 
applicants  exceeded  300,  principally  from  the  districts  above  alluded  to,  and  no 
words  can  describe  the  misery  they  exhibited,  some  of  them  having  travelled  on 
foot  over  30  miles.  The  utmost  number  the  Vice-Guardians  could  receive  into 
the  house  was  120,  refusing  admittance  to  nearly  200,  who  have  no  means  on 
earth  wherewith  to  support  themselves,  and,  being  generally  many  miles  from 
home,  will  thus  be  thrown  as  an  additional  burthen,  on  the  charitable  inhabitants 
of  Westport  and  its  neighbourhood.  Under  these  circumstances,  I would  most 
respectfully  submit  that  the  time  has  arrived,  when  the  Vice-Guardians  should  be 
authorized  to  extend  out-door  relief  to  others  than  those  described  in  the  1st 
section  of  10th  Vic.,  cap.  31. 

The  state  of  health  in  the  workhouse  is  very  satisfactory ; the  inmates  are  all 
employed,  and  the  strictest  attention  is  paid  to  cleanliness  and  regularity ; the  food 
supplied  is  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  the  poor  people  appear  satisfied  and 
resigned. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Lynch  : — December  6,  1847. 

An  order  will  be  issued  to  morrow,  authorizing  the  Vice-Guardians  to 
administer  out-door  relief  in  accordance  with  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Extension  Act. 

A copy  of  a similar  order  issued  in  another  Union,  is  enclosed  herewith  for  your 
information. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  8,  1847. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  held  here  this  day,  at 
which  I attended,  there  were  about  400  applications  for  admission  into  the 
workhouse;  of  these  117  were  admitted,  108  being  “old,”  “infirm,”  or  “widows” 
with  two  or  more  children,  were  ordered  to  be  placed  on  the  list  for  out-door 
relief,  and  for  want  of  sufficient  room  in  the  workhouse,  the  Vice-Guardians  were 
most  reluctantly  compelled  to  refuse  admission  to  the  remaining  number. 

The  Vice-Guardians  received  the  sealed  order  authorizing  them  to  grant  out- 
door relief,  according  to  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act  of  10th  Viet.  c.  31 ; and  have 
directed,  advertisements,  stating  that  on  Tuesday  next,  the  14th,  they  will  proceed 
to  the  appointment  of  competent  persons  to  assist  in  cax-rying  out  the  contemplated 
relief. 
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Mr.  John  Large,  clerk  to  the  Union,  tendered  his  resignation,  which  was 
accepted  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  they  have  directed  an  advertisement  to  be 
issued,  stating  that  they  will  elect  a person  in  his  place  on  Wednesday  the  22nd 
instant.  I perceive  the  Commissioners  have  determined  that  a sum  of  money  shall 
be  borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  workhouse ; I would  suggest  that 
this  addition  should  be  made,  by  erecting  two  separate  houses  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  children,  one  for  the  boys,  the  other  for  the  girls;  say  to  give 
accommodation  to  150  to  200  in  each,  and  convert  the  present  school-rooms  into 
day-rooms  for  the  men  on  one  side,  and  for  the  women  on  the  other;  these  new 
houses  I would  raise  two  or  three  stories,  and  so  provide  sleeping  apartments  for 
the  children,  as  well  as  school-rooms. 

I respectfully  take  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  employing  a steady  intelli- 
gent person  as  steward  or  overseer,  to  take  charge  of  the  able-bodied  paupers,  and 
enforce  regular  work ; such  a person  could  I think  be  had  for  about  107  per  annum 
with  rations,  and  should  live  in  the  house,  and  make  himself  generally  useful  in 
assisting  the  mastei\ 


Reply  to  the  above  -.—December  11,  1847. 

With  regard  to  the  refusal  of  relief  to  a number  of  persons  for  whom  there 
was  not  room  in  the  workhouse,  I am  to  inquire  whether  the  means  of  accommo- 
dating them  might  not  have  been  provided,  by  discharging  some  of  the  persons  in 
the  workhouse,  and  affording  them  out-door  relief.  It  was  also  in  the  power  of 
the  Vice-Guardians  to  have  afforded  out-door  relief  under  the  Commissioners’  order 
of  the  7th  instant,  to  any  class  of  persons  in  the  workhouse,  if  considered  advisable 
to  confine  relief  at  present  to  persons  whose  destitution  may  have  been  thus  tested ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  such  relief  might  have  been  legally  given  under  the  order 
to  any  class  of  destitute  persons  who  were  then  applying. 

With  respect  to  your  observations  relating  to  the  money  to  be  expended  in 
making  an  addition  to  the  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that  the  funds  from  which  a loan 
for  that  purpose  may  be  obtained,  have  been  placed  at  the  Commissioners’  disposal 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  providing  accommodation  for  lever  patients,  and  that  the 
sum  to  be  expended  in  the  Westport  Union  is  to  be  appropriated  to  the  erection  of 
a permanent  fever  ward  to  the  workhouse,  or  partly  to  the  erection  of  temporary 
sheds  for  the  reception  of  fever  patients,  if  the  latter  course  is  found  to  be  necessary. 

The  Commissioners  have  no  objection  to  the  employment  of  an  overseer  of 
works  by  the  Vice- Guardians,  if  on  due  consideration,  they  consider  such  an  officer 
to  be  requisite. 

Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners: — Dated  December  11,  received 
December  15,  1847. 

Every  exertion  in  their  power,  was  made  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  to  in- 
crease the  accommodation  in  the  workhouse.  They  discharged  all  the  infirm  and 
disabled,  as  well  as  widows  having  two  legitimate  children,  and  put  them  on  out- 
door relief ; they  also  extended  out-door  relief  to  all  of  that  class  who  applied  on 
Wednesday,  the  8th  instant ; but  notwithstanding,  they  were  obliged  to  refuse 
admission  to  170  persons,  who  did  not  come  under  the  class  described  in  the  1st 
section  of  10th  Vic.  cap.  31. 

The  order  of  the  Commissioners,  dated  7th  December,  was  not  received  iu  time 
to  act  upon  it,  farther  than  to  advertise  for  assistant  relieving  officers  (the  letters 
are  not  delivered  in  Westport  till  after  4 o’clock)  ; the  selection  is  to  be  made 
to-morrow,  and  on  Wednesday  next  relief  will,  no  doubt,  be  ordered  to  all  destitute 
persons,  for  whom  accommodation  cannot  be  provided  in  the  workhouse. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners: — December  15,  1847. 

Owing  to  the  great  number  of  destitute  persons  who  applied  this  day  to 
the  Vice-Guardians  for  relief,  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  adjourning  the 
Board  till  to-morrow.  Messrs.  Cary  and  Thomas  will  attend  to-morrow  at 
Ballinrobe,  while  Mr.  Lecky  remains  here  to  finish  the  business  of  the  Westport 
Union.  He  sat  yesterday  for  six  hours  ; to-day  for  eight,  and  still  there  are  three 
large  electoral  divisions,  the  applications  from  which  have  not  as  yet  been  disposed 
of.  I am,  therefore,  obliged  to  postpone  my  weekly  report  till  to-morrow  evening. 

2 N 2 


Westport  Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Westport  Union. 


276  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners: — December  15,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  disposal  of  a supply  of  naval  clothing  and  purser’s 
stores  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  I am  requested  by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  this  Union, 
to  state  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  how  thankful  they  will  feel  for  any  portion 
which  it  may  be  in  their  power  to  allocate  to  Westport  Union  ; for  it  is  with  great 
difficulty,  and  at  very  considerable  expense,  that  they  are  enabled  to  provide  clo- 
thing sufficiently  hist  for  the  vast  number  of  men  and  boys  who  are  seeking  ad- 
mission into  the  workhouse. 

If  not  irregular;  I would  suggest  that,  as  these  clothes  will  be  a free  grant  to 
the  Union,  the  Vice-Guardians  might  be  allowed  to  dispose  of  a small  quantity  of 
them  to  the  most  distressed  able-bodied  men  about  to  be  employed  under  the  order 
for  out-door  relief. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  16,  1847. 

On  Tuesday,  the  14th  instant,  the  Vice  Guardians  held  a meeting  of  the 
creditors  of  the  Westport  Union,  to  whom  the  proposition  already  sanctioned  by  the 
Commissioners,  of  paying  out  of  the  present  rate,  10s.  in  the  pound  on  each  debt, 
was  made  and  cheerfully  accepted  by  all  the  creditors  present,  thus  settling  the 
many  claims  left  unpaid  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Vice-Guardians  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  one  assistant  relieving 
officer  for  each  electoral  division,  aud  after  a patient  and  careful  examination 
into  the  fitness  of  the  many  applicants,  they  selected  10  individuals,  who,  I trust, 
will  so  conduct  themselves  as  to  secure  the  proper  administration  of  the  out-door 
relief ; and  while  on  this  subject,  I would  take  leave  to  suggest  the  necessity  of 
appointing  two  additional  assistants  for  the  electoral  division  of  Clare  Island,  which 
consists  of  three  separate  islands  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  containing  a most  im- 
poverished population  of  over  4000  souls,  each  island  being  fully  nine  or  ten  miles 
distant  from  the  other,  and  in  stormy  weather  frequently  shut  out  for  two  or  three 
weeks  at  a time,  from  all  communication  with  the  main  land. 

The  Vice-Guardians  held  their  ordinary  weekly  meeting  yesterday,  and  as  it 
was  generally  known  that  they  were  about  commencing  to  give  out-door  relief, 
the  number  of  applicants  was  considerably  greater  than  usual ; the  Vice-Guardians 
were  prepared  for  this  increased  demand  for  assistance,  and  had  allowed  1 10  persons 
to  leave  the  house  on  the  out-door  allowance,  thus  leaving  room  in  the  workhouse 
to  admit  those  who  were  fitter  objects  for  such  an  asylum,  and  offering  admission 
to  others  of  whose  real  destitution  they  had  any  doubt.  In  this  manner,  they  were 
enabled  to  deal  with  all  the  cases  which  came  before  them  yesterday,  and  to-day 
they  admitted  124  into  the  house;  they  offered  admission  to  about  100  who  refused 
to  come  in,  and  they  entered  285  for  out-door  relief,  making  arrangements  to  put 
all  the  able-bodied  males  to  work  at  stone-breaking,  in  the  respective  electoral 
divisions. 

I regret  to  be  obliged  to  report,  that,  from  all  I can  learn  the  distress  in  this 
Union  continues  to  increase  daily  ; the  turnips,  on  which  a large  portion  of  the 
people  has  been  living,  are  now  nearly  consumed,  and  large  numbers  of  the  people 
are  absolutely  without  food  ; and  amongst  this  number  are  many  who,  being 
holders  of  land,  are  not  entitled  to  relief  under  the  Poor  Law. 

In  consequence  of  the  increased  business  to  be  transacted  by  the  Board,  occa- 
sioned by  the  extension  of  out-door  relief,  the  Vice-Guardians  have  determined 
to  devote  two  days  in  each  week  to  the  Westport  Union ; and  for  the  future,  they 
will  transact  the  business  of  the  Board  on  Tuesdays,  as  well  as  on  Wednesdays ; 
and  to  relieve  the  destitute  poor  of  the  electoral  divisions  of  Achill  and  Ballycroy, 
which  are  distant  30  to  40  miles  from  Westport,  they  have  determined  to  sit 
every  alternate  Tuesday  at  the  village  of  Mulranny,  to  determine  on  the  applications 
from  these  two  divisions.  Mr.  Lecky  and  I have  arranged  to  meet  at  Mulranny 
on  Tuesday  next,  the  21st  instant,  while  Captain  Cary  and  Mr.  Thomas  will 
proceed  with  some  of  the  other  divisions  in  Westport,  all  four  meeting  as  usual  on 
Wednesday;  these  arrangements  will,  I trust,  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Commissioners. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  20,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  proposal  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  meet 
on  two  days  in  each  week,  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  Board.  They 
also  approve  of  the  appointment  of  assistant  relieving  officers. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  277 

Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  22,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, that,  according  to  arrangements,  Mr.  Lecky,  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Vice-Guardians,  attended  with  me,  on  yesterday,  at  the  village  of  Mulrannay, 
for  the  purpose  of  ruling  the  books  of  the  relieving  officer  of  the  electoral  divisions 
of  Ackill  and  Ballycroy.  The  number  of  applicants  did  not  exceed  300,  and  of 
these,  1S8  were  put  ou  the  out-door  relief  list,  a few  were  directed  to  proceed  to 
the  workhouse,  and  the  remaining  number  were  refused  relief  principally  on  the 
grounds  that  they  held  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land.  There  is  a very 
large  number  of  the  most  destitute  persons  holding  from  one  to  three  acres  of  poor 
mountain  land,  but  who  are  excluded  from  relief  under  the  10th  section  of  the 
10th  Viet.,  cap.  31  ; this  class  is  to  be  found  in  these  two  electoral  divisions,  as 
well  as  in  the  islands  of  Clare  and  Innisturk,  and  if  some  exception  be  not  made 
in  their  favour,  or  if  relief  is  not  afforded  to  them  from  some  other  source,  I have 
the  most  serious  apprehension  that  their  existence  cannot  be  prolonged  beyond  a 
few  months. 

I attended  this  day  at  the  Board-room  in  Westport,  where  we  were  occupied  to 
a very  late  hour  in  deciding  on  the  cases  left  over  since  yesterday,  and  such  was 
the  sad  picture  of  destitution  presented,  that  we  considered  it  necessary  to  extend 
either  in-door  or  out-door  relief  to  the  great  majority  of  applicants,  of  course 
rejecting  the  claims  of  those  whose  real  distress  was  not  made  apparent  to  the 
Vice-Guardians.  The  result  of  the  two  days  was,  that  in  the  whole  Union  1395 
persons  were  put  on  the  out-door  relief,  and  239  were  admitted  into  the  work- 
house  ; nothing  can  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  arrangements  made  by  the 
Vice- Guardians  for  the  supply  of  the  meal  to  the  out-door  recipients,  contracts 
having  been  entered  into  in  almost  all  the  electoral  divisions  with  most  respectable 
parties  at  95.  6 cl.  and  105.  per  1 12  lbs.  for  Indian  meal,  the  cost  for  the  food  of 
each  adult  being  thus  kept  under  8r/.  per  week.  Notwithstanding  all  this  has 
been  done  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  as  well  as  by  the  Committee  of  the  British 
Association,  who  are  now  feeding  daily  near  4000  children,  I regret  to  be  obliged 
to  report  that  the  destitution  of  this  Union  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  the  Com- 
missioners must  be  prepared  to  see  a most  serious  increase  to  the  number  on  the 
lists  for  out-door  relief. 

The  collectors  of  rate  appear  slow  in  getting  in  money.  I have  spoken  to 
them,  and  they  tell  me  they  have  been  very  busy  in  serving  notices,  and  furnishing 
statements  of  particulars  to  immediate  lessors  ; next  week  I hope  to  be  able  to 
report  more  favourably  on  their  success. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  30,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  number  of  poor  persons  holding  from  one  to  three 
acres  of  land,  whose  existence  you  apprehend  cannot  be  prolonged  beyond  a few 
mouths  unless  relief  be  afforded  to  them,  I am  to  state  that  in  the  administration 
of  relief,  the  Board  of  Guardians  are  wholly  precluded  by  law  from  granting  relief 
out  of  the  poor-rate,  to  persons  holding  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land, 
which  should  he  made  known  to  the  applicants  for  relief. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  that  inquiry  be  made  of  the  Society  of  Friends 
(Fleet  Street,  Dublin,)  to  ascertain  whether  relief  is  in  contemplation  for  the 
risking,  or  other  population  of  the  Achill  and  Ballycroy  electoral  divisions,  and 
the  islands  of  Clare  and  Innisturk. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  the  relief  through  the  schools  under  the  British 
Association,  can  be  applied  as  extensively  in  these  divisions  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
Union. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — Decemb&i ’ 29,  1847. 

I regret  to  say  the  amount  of  destitution  throughout  the  Union  appears 
to  increase.  The  Vice-Guardians  met  here  yesterday,  and  to-day  the  number  of 
cases  brought  before  them  exceeded  2200 ; of  these,  224  were  received  into  the 
workhouse,  1928  were  put  upon  the  out-door  relief  list,  and  over  50  refused  to 
accept  of  the  relief  offered  to  them  in  the  house.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 
misery  and  wretchedness  exhibited  by  these  poor  people  ; tlieir  very  appearance 
was  enough  to  convince  the  Vice-Guardians  that  they  were  fit  objects  for  relief; 


■Westport  Union. 
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Westport  Union  their  cases  were,  however,  most  satisfactorily  reported  by  the  several  relieving 

officers,  who  appear  to  use  great  diligence  in  the  discharge  of  their  very  arduous 

duties. 

Much  inconvenience  is  experienced  by  the  want  of  a supply  ol  the  necessary 
implements  to  keep  the  able-bodied  at  work  ; and,  I fear,  if  habits  of  idleness  and 
insubordination  are  now  formed,  there  may  be  much  difficulty  in  setting  matters 
rjo-ht  when  the  labourers  become  more  numerous,  and  it  is  therefore  most 
important  to  have  the  order  for  the  implements  forwarded  from  the  office  of  Public 
Works  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Fever  and  dysentery  are,  I regret  to  say,  much  on  the  increase  in  the  work- 
house,  owing,  I think,  in  a great  measure,  to  the  increased  number  of  admissions 
within  the  last  three  weeks ; almost  all  the  fresh  cases  occurring  amongst  those 
recently  admitted  into  the  house. 

The  Vice-Guardians  this  day  elected  Mr.  John  Egan  as  clerk  of  the  Union, 
and  propose  that  he  should  receive  a salary  of  80/.  a year,  which  I do  not  consider 
unreasonable,  when  the  increased  labours  of  the  office  are  taken  into  account. 
Mr.  Egan  states  he  is  willing  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  business  of  the 
Union,  and,  as  far  as  I am  able  to  judge,  I consider  him,  in  every  respect,  fully 
competent  to  discharge  his  duties. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  I,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  communicated  with  the  Board  of  Works,  with 
reference  to  the  implements  required  to  keep  the  able-bodied  at  work,  who  are  in 
receipt  of  out-door  relief. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  5,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, that  I spent  two  days  this  week  in  the  electoral  division  of  Achill, 
where,  I regret  to  say,  the  greatest  destitution  prevails,  with  the  least  local  means 
of  relief ; for  there  is  but  very  little  difference  between  the  lowest  cottier  and  the 
most  extensive  holder  of  land,  they  appear  all  reduced  to  the  same  level.  Mr. 
Nixon,  the  relieving  officer,  has  been  very  active  within  the  last  week  in  investi- 
gating the  claims  made  to  him  for  assistance,  and  on  Tuesday  (yesterday),  700 
persons  from  this  electoral  division  were  put  on  the  out-door  relief  at  Mulranny,  iu 
addition  to  about  300  who  were  before  receiving  it.  This  I trust  will  in  some 
degree  lessen  the  pressure,  and  put  a check  to  the  extensive  peculation  which  has 
hitherto  existed  in  the  island. 

I attended  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  this  day;  there  were  about  3000  appli- 
cations laid  before  them  in  addition  to  the  700  disposed  of  at  Mulranny,  yesterday ; 
out  of  these  about  2800  were  rated  for  out-door  relief,  and  92  were  admitted  into 
the  workhouse,  making  the  total  number  now  receiving  relief  out  of  the  house, 
777 8,  and  to  supply  these  persons,  it  requires  20  tons  of  Indian  meal  per  week,  at 
a cost  of  about  200Z.,  in  addition  to  the  expense  of  relieving  officers  and  their 
assistants.  Hitherto,  the  Vice-Guardians  have  been  enabled  to  pay  the  weekly 
expenditure  out  of  the  incoming  rates,  but  unless  the  collectors. are  more  active  in 
their  several  districts,  it  is  quite  clear  the  Vice-Guardians  will  have  to  come  to  a 
stand-still.  I have  directed  the  collectors  to  furnish  me  with  a list  of  all  the  indi- 
viduals whose  rate  exceeds  hi.,  and  who  have  neglected  to  pay,  that  they  may  be 
handed  over  to  the  solicitor  of  the  Board  for  recovery,  and  thus,  I trust,  funds  will 
be  provided  to  continue  the  cash  payments  of  the  Union  for  some  weeks  longer ; but 
when  it  is  recollected  that  the  Vice-Guardians  have  agreed  to  allocate  half  the 
incoming  rate  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  late  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, it  is  quite  apparent  that  the  funds  of  the  Union  will  not  long  be  adequate 
to  the  relief  required. 

I have  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners,  to  the  necessity  of  urging 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  send  down  the  order  for  the  delivery  of  the  imple- 
ments, required  to  put  the  able-bodied  paupers  to  some  useful  employment. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — January  10,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  proceedings  which  you  propose  to  have  adopted 
against  defaulters  whose  rate  exceeds  51.,  I am  to  state  that  a solicitor  should  only 
he  employed  for  cases  in  which  the  Guardians  must  proceed  against  occupiers  by 
civil  bill,  or  against  immediate  lessors  by  civil  bill,  or  by  action  in  the  superior 
courts;  or  in  some  other  case  of  special  necessity  for  professional  legal  assist- 
ance. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  observe,  that  every  exertion  which  the  collectors  can 
make  by  summary  proceedings,  should  be  now  promptly  used  to  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  the  rates  outstanding ; and  I am  to  request  your  attention  especially  to 
section  73  and  78  of  Act  1 and  2 Viet.,  c.  56,  and  sec.  2 of  Act  6 and  7 Viet , 
cap.  92. 

The  Commissioners  have  again  communicated  with  the  Board  of  Works,  as 
regards  the  implements  required  to  set  the  able-bodied  paupers  to  work. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Lynch — Memorandum  for  Papers  and  Inquiry : — 
January  11,  1848. 

I.  — Inquiry  on  5th  of  January  into  charges  against  the  relieving  officer  for 
Newport  district,  for  corrupt  conduct  in  the  administration  of  out- do  or  relief. 

II.  — Practice  in  this  Union,  except  on  the  estate  of  the  Marquess  of  Sligo,  to 
require  the  occupiers  of  cabins  and  land  to  throw  down  the  former  before  obtaining 
relief. 

III.  — Catherine  Murray,  a widow  with  six  children,  applied  on  the  29th  De- 
cember for  relief,  after  travelling  13  miles,  and  had  to  return  without  relief,  not 
being  able  to  get  a hearing.  There  was  a sleet  storm  when  she  was  travelling 
home. 

Applied  again  on  the  5th  January  with  the  like  result,  except  that  she  got  a 
hearing,  and  complained  of  having  had  to  bury  her  child  Bridget  without  a coffin 
on  Christmas  eve  or  night ; and  when  she  returned  home  on  the  5th,  after  Mr. 
Leckey  had  rejected  her  complaint  on  the  evidence  of  the  relieving  officer,  against 
whom  she  made  it,  her  son  Michael  died  of  hunger,  which  is  known  to  the  clergy- 
men of  both  religions  there,  as  well  as  the  physician  and  police  officer. 

As  there  do  not  appear  to  be  any  reports  or  minutes  from  Westport  Union 
which  contain  references  to  these  cases,  the  Commissioners  request  Mr.  Lynch 
to  report  on  the  facts,  and  in  the  first  case  to  give  the  name  of  the  relieving  officer, 
and  the  result  of  the  inquiry. 


Enclosure  referred  to  Mr.  Lynch  with  foregoing. 

Westport  Union — Newport  Electoral  Division. 

Complaints  made  against  Mr.  William  Nixon,  Relieving  Officer,  January  5,  1848. 


I.  — Henry  Phillips,  of  Glenamo,  a barger 
or  water-bailiff  to  William  Nixon,  relieving 
officer,  gets  three  stone  meal  weekly ; has 
land,  more  than  one  rood,  a cow,  and  a year- 
old  heifer  and  calf;  put  on  relief  on  22nd 
December,  1847. 

II.  — James  Nixon,  water-bailiff  to  William 
Nixon,  relieving  officer,  gets  meal ; walking 
about. 


III. — John  Moran,  aged  14,  grandson  to 
Winifred  Gallagher,  Rossgaliff ; said  John 
Moran  being  the  legitimate  son  of  Michael 
Moran,  of  Westport,  who  keeps  jaunting-cars, 
all  with  the  knowledge  of  the  relieving  officer. 
(Signed) 

James  Hilles, 

5th  Jan.,  1848. 

John  Sa h}ckrl. 


I. — It  appears  that  Henry  Phillips  is  a very 
poor  person,  with  eight  or  nine  children ; had 
been  a mountain  herd,  and  received  from 
Mr.  William  Nixon,  the  relieving  officer,  the 
sum  of  ll,  for  looking  after  the  river  near 
which  he  lives,  for  the  quarter  ending  Christ- 
mas last ; has  no  land,  and  no  cattle. 

II.  — Was  once  in  Mr.  Nixon’s  employment 
at  21.  per  annum,  looking  after  his  river;  is 
very  destitute,  and  has  a wife  and  young 
children;  not  able  to  work,  as  he  has  lost 
one  hand. 

HI. On  inquiry  it  appears  that  John 

Moran  was  put  on  the  list  as  one  of  Widow 
Gallagher’s  family ; the  relieving  officer  states 
positively  that  he  was  imposed  on,  and  the 
Vice-Guardians  acquit  him  of  blame ; the  boy 
is  since  struck  off  the  list. 

Richard  M.  Lynch. 
Westport,  Jan.  14,  1848. 


Westport  Union. 
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Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners,  in  Reply: — January  14,  1848. 

I.  — On  5th  January,  Mr.  Janies  Hilles  brought  three  charges,  in  writing,  before 
the  Vice-Guardians  against  Mr.  William  Nixon,  relieving  officer  for  the  electoral 
division  of  Newport.  I annex  a copy  of  the  charges  (which  were  written),  toge- 
ther with  the  explanation  given  by  Mr.  Nixon,  which  appeared  quite  satisfactory 
to  the  Vice-Guardians. 

II.  — It  is  the  practice  with  some  landlords  and  agents  in  this  Union  to  require 
their  tenants  to  throw  down  their  cabins  before  they  take  up  possession  of  their 
holdings.  The  relieving  officers  cannot  report  them  for  relief  till  they  give  up 
their  land  ; but  the  relieving  officers  are  no  parties  to  the  throwing  down  of  the 
houses. 

III.  — I have  made  inquiry  into  the  case  of  Catherine  Murray,  a widow.  She 
does  not  appear  to  have  come  up  to  Westport  on  the  29th  December  ; she  applied 
about  this  time  to  the  relieving  officer,  who  visited  her  house,  and  found  she  held 
2£  acres  of  land,  and  consequently  did  not  report  her  case  to  the  Vice-Guardians, 
though  she  was  wretchedly  destitute.  He  advised  her  to  give  up  her  land.  She 
afterwards  came  to  him  a second  time  ; and,  to  satisfy  her  and  Mr.  Hilles,  he 
reported  her  case,  and  several  others  similarly  circumstanced,  on  the  5th  January, 
and  they  were  refused  by  Mr.  Leckey,  as  they  held  more  than  a quarter  acre  of 
land.  On  the  10th  January  she  applied  a third  time,  and  stated  she  had  given  up 
her  land  : this  was  also  reported  to  Mr.  Nixon  by  some  other  parties,  and  her 
case  was  brought  before  the  Board  on  the  12th  instant,  when  she  was  ordered  one 
week’s  relief  till  her  case  is  further  inquired  into. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  18,  1848, 

The  explanation  with  respect  to  the  relief  given  to  Henry  Phillips  and 
James  Nixon  by  the  relieving  officer,  William  Nixon,  is  not  satisfactory. 

The  first  would  appear  to  have  been  his  water-bailiff  at  the  time ; and  the 
smallness  of  the  recompense  allowed  does  not  appear  to  justify  the  relief  which,  in 
such  a case,  can  only  be  regarded  as  relief  in  aid  of  wages. 

It  is  presumed  that  some  of  the  children  of  Henry  Phillips  obtain  the  school 
relief. 

As  from  the  present  time  forward,  for  some  months,  the  water-bailiff’s  duties 
m watching  the  river,  to  prevent  salmon  from  being  taken  by  poachers,  should  be 
actively  performed,  the  Commissioners  wish  to  be  informed  whether  either  of 
these  men  be  now  employed  in  that  capacity,  or  be  on  the  relief  lists.  Mr.  Lynch 
will  be  so  good  as  to  make  this  inquiry. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  27,  1848. 

0N  further  inquiry,  I find  that  Henry  Phillips  was  in  the  employment  of 
Mr.  Nixon  for  the  quarter  ending  1st  January,  and  was  put  on  the  out-door  relief 
on  the  22nd  December.  I also  find  he  had  a cow  and  two  heifers,  which  he  sold 
on  the  6th  January  ; but  the  price  of  them  went  to  pay  debts  contracted  for  food 
during  the  last  year.  None  of  his  children  receive  relief  at  the  schools,  and  it  is 
admitted  that  he  is  in  a most  destitute  condition. 

James  Nixon  was  not  employed  by  the  relieving  officer  since  November  1846 
as  water-bailiff.  ’ * 

Both  these  men  are  still  on  the  relief  lists  for  the  out-door  relief. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Lynch  :— January  19,  1848. 

Mi.  Lynch  is  requested  to  inquire  and  report  upon  the  circumstances 
relerred  to  m the  accompanying  communication. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Hilles  to  Mr.  Redington  January  7,  1848. 

I beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  annexed  statement,  in  which  you  will  perceive  two 
persons  aye  ost  their  lives  (and  I wish  I could  confine  myself  to  two)  in  consequence  of  the 
n uc  o e relieving  officer  aud  his  son,  Thomas  Nixon,  his  assistant.  I am  aware  that 
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-ch  conduct  ill  England  would  be  at  once  visited  with  legal  inquiry  and  punishment;  and  Westport  Union. 

will  thank  you  to  say  if  I am  to  take  any  steps  in  law,  and  the  mode  you  may  deem  advisable  . 

under  the  circumstances. 

Complaint  against  Mr.  William  Nixon,  Sub-Agent  of  Colonel  Gore,  and  Relief  Officer  of 

Electoral  Division,  Newport,  in  Westport  Union,  made  before  R.  Lecky.  Esq.,  paid  Guardian, 

at  Board-room,  Wednesday,  bth  January , 1848. 

1st.  That  Henry  Phillips,  Glenmase,  a barger  or  water-bailiff  of  the  relieving  officer,  gets 
three  stones  of  meal  weekly ; has  land  more  than  one  rood ; has  a cow,  a two-year-old  heifer, 
and  a calf. 

2nd.  That  James  Nixon,  water-bailiff  to  relief  officer,  gets  meal,  and  is  walking  about. 

3rd.  That  John  Moran,  aged  14  years,  the  grandson  of  Winifred  Gallagher,  Rosscraliff,  is 
getting  meal ; the  said  John  Moran  being  the  legitimate  son  of  a man  of  the  name  of°Moran, 
living  in  Westport,  keeping  jaunting  cars;  all  of  which  in  the  knowledge  of  the  relief  officer. 

Three  cases  selected  out  of  a vast  number  of  extreme  destitution  ejected: — 

1st.  Catherine  Murray,  widow,  had  six  children  ; applied  frequently  to  relief  officer;  went 
to  obtain  a hearing  at  Board-room  on  the  27th  December,  going  and  returning  a distance  of 
27  miles  in  sleet,  storm,  and  rain;  failed  to  get  a hearing;  went  through  the  same  painful 
ordeal  with  a like  result  on  the  5th  J anuary,  when  her  case  was  brought  before  the  chairman 
by  an  ex-officio  Guardian,  who  mentioned  the  fact  of  her  having  buried  her  child  Bridget 
without  a coffin,  on  Christmas  Eve  or  night,  unassisted,  in  a snow-storm,  who  died  of  hunger, 
and  that  her  family  must  perish  if  rejected.  The  chairman  refused  all  evidence  though  tendered’ 
and  would  act  only  on  the  simple  assertion  of  the  relief  officer,  against  whom  he  had  just 
then  heard  the  foregoing  complaints.  I may  here  add  that  this  poor  widow  could'  only  reach 
home,  when  she  found  her  son  Michael  dead  from  hunger  on  the  following  day,  aged  12  years. 

This  child  was  seen  by  the  Protestant  and  Catholic  clergymen,  the  doctor,  anti  officer  of  police; 
and  they  can  affirm  a more  frightful,  humiliating  spectacle  of  hunger  and  suffering  never  yet 
has  been  surpassed  in  Mayo.  The  relieving  officer  was  here  again  called  upon  *117  the  said 
ex-officio  Guardian  to  administer  to  the  urgent  wants  of  the  survivors,  the  dead  boy  on  its 
sister’s  back  before  him,  and  his  reply  was,  “ I won’t.” 

2nd.  Francis  M'Namara  applied  often,  and  for  the  last  time  on  the  1st  January  to  relief 
officer,  at  his  (the  officer's)  house,  from  whence  he  wandered  forth  to  the  open  field,  where  he 
laid  down  his  body  to  the  land  and  laws,  and  soul  to  the  Judge  of  all. 

The  coroner  held  an  inquest  on  this  man,  and  the  facts  are  sickening,  in  which  it  appears 
his  family,  except  one,  died  for  want,  of  food. 

3rd.  Daniel  Ruane,  Rosskeane,  a cripple,  in  extreme  destitution,  with  wife  and  two  children 
went  through  the  form  of  application  to  the  relief  officers  on  the  1st  January,  and  after  attended 
the  Board  on  the  5th  January;  going  and  returning  (not  being  the  owner  of  jaunting  cars), 
though  miserably  disabled,  a distance  of  30  miles — got  no  hearing  or  relief. 

The  machinery  of  the  Poor  Law,  and  its  working  and  effects  here  are — that  the  driver  on 
all  estates  (except  Lord  Sligo's)  refuses  to  give  a certificate  to  the  relief  officer  until  the 
applicants  first  throw  down  their  cabins.  The  relief  officers,  being  always  under  the  control 
of  the  landlords,  or  being  (as  in  the  case  of  Newport  electoral  division)  an  agent  or  head 
bailiff,  refuses  to  put  on  the  applicant’s  name  without  such  certificate  unless  coerced,  which 
occurred  at  the  meeting  on  the  5th  instant. ; and  then  he  asserts  that  they  have  land,  which 
assertion  the  paid  chairman  takes  as  conclusive,  and  refuses  to  listen  to  any  evidence  to  . the 
contrary.  Therefore  the  result  is,  the  paid  chairman,  relieving  officer,  and  driver,  form  one  of 
the  most  arbitrary,  life-destroying  courts  of  ejectment  (from  which  there  is  no  appeal)  ever  yet 
established  in  Ireland. 

January  7,  1848.  J.  Hilles,  Maryland,  Co.  Mayo. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  27,  1848. 

1.  It  appears  that  Catherine  Murray  applied  frequently  to  the  relieving  officer, 
Mr.  W.  Nixon,  for  relief,  but  was  refused,  on  the  ground  that  she  held  land.  I 
examined  several  witnesses,  and  am  now  of  opinion  that  this  poor  woman  did  not 
hold  more  than  20  perches  of  land  since  the  month  of  March  last;  but  I find  that 
the  bailiff  of  Sir  R.  Palmer,  on  whose  estate  she  resided,  informed  the  relieving 
officer,  Mr.  Nixon,  that  she  held  2%  acres.  I find  that  this  woman  and  two  of 
her  children  were  admitted  into  the  workhouse  in  September  last,  but  only 
remained  in  it  five  days,  leaving  it  at  her  own  request.  There  appears  no  doubt 
that  the  child  died  of  want,  and  I cannot  exonerate  the  relieving  officer  of  blame. 

2.  In  the  case  of  Francis  M'Namara,  who  also  died  from  want,  there  is  no 
evidence  that  he  applied  to  Mr.  Nixon.  Mr.  Nixon  states  positively  that  he  did 
not. 

3.  In  the  case  of  Daniel  Ruane,  there  is  not  evidence  that  he  applied  at  Mr. 
Nixon’s  house,  though  directed  to  do  so  by  Mr.  Nixon. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — January  31,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  observations  which  they 
have  received  from  Mr.  Lynch,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  relating  to  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  William  Nixon,  relieving  officer  for  the  Newport  district  of  the 
Westport  Union,  from  which  it  appears  that  lie  placed  his  river  keeper,  or  fish 
protector,  on  the  relief  list  upon  the  22nd  December,  at  a time  when  that  man  had 
in  his  possession  a cow  and  two  heifers. 

In  reference  thereto  I am  directed  to  state,  that  after  such  a violation  of  the 
relieving  officer’s  trust,  and  the  evidence  of  his  neglect  in  the  case  of  Catherine 
Murray,  the  Commissioners  must  request  the  Vice- Guardians  to  appoint  a person 
in  his  room,  and  the  Commissioners  will  immediately  issue  an  order  for  his  dis- 
missal. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  12,  1848, 

In  making  my  weekly  report  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  I regret 
to  have  to  inform  them  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry  Roe,  the  master  of  the 
Union  workhouse.  He  died  on  Sunday,  the  9th  instant,  from  the  effects  of 
fever,  after  an  illness  of  14  days.  His  loss  will  be  seriously  felt  in  the  present 
state  of  the  Union.  The  Vice-Guardians  have  fixed  the  26th  instant  for  the 
election  of  his  successor,  and  have  given  directions  to  have  the  usual  advertise- 
ments published. 

I attended  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  yesterday  and  to-clay.  The  number 
of  cases  brought  before  them  was  much  smaller  than  usual,  as  the  relieving 
officers  had  received  directions  at  the  former  meeting,  to  devote  their  time  more 
to  the  revision  of  the  lists,  with  a view  of  removing  any  parties  who  might 
have  been  improperly  entered  for  out-door  relief,  than  in  investigating  the 
claims  of  new  applicants ; this  the  relieving  officers  appear  to  have  done  most 
satisfactorily.  Several  persons  have  been  removed  from  the  list,  while  others 
of  the  really  destitute  class  have  been  put  on.  The  lists  have  in  this  way,  been 
increased  by  about  600,  the  total  number  now  on  the  out-door  relief  being 
8400.  The  number  admitted  into  the  house  this  week,  does  not  exceed  GO,  and 
of  these,  16  were  admitted  provisionally  after  the  meeting  of  the  Board.  Care 
shall  be  taken  to  fill  the  house,  before  any  further  addition  is  made  to  the  out- 
door list ; but  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  master,  there  has  been  some 
confusion  in  the  house,  and  the  Vice-Guardians  considered  it  more  prudent  not 
to  add  to  the  embarrassment,  by  admitting  a very  large  number  of  paupers  on 
one  day.  There  are  vacancies  at  present  for  about  120. 

Mr.  John  Londen,  the  collector  for  seven  of  the  ten  electoral  divisions  of  this 
Union,  attended  with  his  books,  &c,,  on  Monday  last.  They  were  all  most 
carefully  examined  by  the  clerk,  and  found  quite  correct.  The  only  fault  I 
have  to  find  with  him  is  that  he  is  slow  in  getting  in  the  money.  He  promises 
to  use  every  exertion  in  his  power,  and  I hope  by  the  end  of  the  month,  he  will 
be  able  to  have  a large  sum  put  to  the  credit  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 

Sir  Richard  O’Donnell,  who  is  the  collector  for  the  other  three  electoral 
divisions,  neither  attended  nor  sent  in  his  hooks. 

In  my  last  report,  I referred  to  the  financial  state  of  this  Union.  I am  now 
requested  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  to  point  out  the  particular  position  in  which 
they  are  placed  before  the  Commissioners.  Rates  have  been  struck,  which, 
with  arrears  due,  amount  to  8386/.  10s.  6c/. ; out  of  this  the  Vice- Guardians 
have  hound  themselves  to  allocate  2400/.  towards  the  payment  of  the  debts  con- 
tracted by  the  late  Board.  The  expense  of  the  Union,  since  the  Vice-Guardians 
have  taken  the  charge  of  it,  amounts  to  2665/.  Of  this,  1216/.  still  remains 
due.  The  weekly  expense  exceeds  300/.,  while  the  amount  of  the  rate  collected 
comes  to  little  more  than  half  this  sum.  The  Vice- Guardians  at  this  moment 
are  in  debt  over  1200/. ; and  if  they  do  not  receive  some  assistance,  either  from 
the  Government  or  from  the  British  Association,  before  then*  next  meeting 
on  the  18th  instant,  they  will  he  compelled  to  discontinue  the  out-door  relief 
altogether.  I write  fully,  by  this  post,  to  the  Agent  of  the  British  Association 
on  the  subject. 
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Mr.  R.  M.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  19,  1848. 

Yesterday  Mr.  Thomas,  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  attended  with  me 
at  the  village  of  Mulraney,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  relieving  officers’ 
books  for  the  electoral  divisions  of  Achill  and  Ballycroy.  The  applications 
continue  very  numerous,  especially  from  Achill,  where  the  poor  people  are 
abandoning  their  houses  and  land,  for  the  purpose  of  availing  themselves  of  the 
relief  afforded  under  the  existing  law ; they  have,  in  fact,  no  provisions,  and 
very  few  have  the  means  to  purchase  food.  In  Ballycroy,  the  destitution  does 
not  appear  so  general,  and  the  relieving  officer  reports  to  us,  that  the  total 
number  to  be  relieved  in  this  division  will  not  be  more  than  700  or  800 ; the 
population  of  1841  was  3,61 1 ; but  in  Achill  he  can  form  no  estimate  ; and  he 
reports,  that  he  finds  much  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  labour-test.  We  were 
obliged  to  strike  off  from  the  list  over  700  persons,  who  had  received  relief  the 
previous  week,  and  who  refused  or  neglected  to  attend  the  place  of  work  fixed 
on  by  the  assistant  relieving  officer.  This  example  will,  I have  no  doubt,  have 
a very  salutary  effect. 

To-day,  I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  in  Westport, 
where  the  applicants  were  also  very  numerous ; but  as  there  were  several  vacan- 
cies in  the  house,  they  were  enabled  to  give  in-door  relief  to  150.  They  were 
also  obliged  to  add  1,966  to  the  out-door  list,  including  those  put  on  yesterday, 
from  Ballycroy  and  Achill. 

The  state  of  the  house  appears  improved  ; the  officers  are  more  attentive  to 
their  several  duties;  the  inmates  are,  generally  speaking,  kept  at  work ; and 
though  the  number  in  the  hospital  exceeds  130,  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
house  is,  on  the  whole,  tolerably  good. 

Last  night’s  post  brought  me  a letter  from  Assistant  Commissary-General 
Cameron,  enclosing  a bank  letter  of  credit  for  300/.,  which  I lodged  to  the 
credit  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  for  the  relief  of  destitution  in  this  Union,  and 
handed  their  treasurer’s  receipt  to  the  clerk.  This  sum,  together  with  the  rates 
collected  during  the  week  by  Mr.  Londen  and  Sir  Richard  O’Donnell,  enabled 
the  Vice-Guardians  to  discharge  debts  exceeding  1,000/. ; of  this  sum  checks 
were  drawn  for  5 15/  6s.  5 cl.,  to  pay  the  contractors  for  meal  delivered  for  the 
out-door  relief.  There  is  still  a sum  of  about  60/.  due  to  one  of  the  contractors, 
who  did  not  furnish  his  account ; and  on  this  day,  the  Vice-Guardians  had  to 
issue  orders  fo  r over  25  tons  of  Indian  meal,  value  250/.,  to  keep  up  the  out- 
door supply  for  the  ensuing  week ; and  as  they  will  have  to  pay  2,400/.  out  of 
the  current  rate  towards  the  liquidation  of  the  old  debts  of  the  Union,  and  will 
have  to  support  the  house,  and  pay  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  &c.,  I do  not 
think  that  they  will  be  enabled  to  apply  any  portion  of  the  incoming  rates,  to 
the  payment  of  the  contractors  who  supply  the  meal  for  the  out-door  recipients : 
it  would,  therefore,  be  well  if  the  Vice-Guardians  were  informed  whether  they 
may  calculate  upon  a continuance  of  assistance,  from  the  Committee  of  the 
British  Association. 

The  rate  collectors  have  been  more  active  since  my  last  report  ; they  have 
lodged  over  700/.  within  the  last  week,  and  having  served  all  the  notices,  and 
furnished  several  of  the  landlords  with  statements  of  their  liabilities,  as 
immediate  lessors,  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  a good  collection  during  the 
next  few  weeks.  The  Marquess  of  Sligo  has  paid  in  his  own  rate,  and  a con- 
siderable sum  on  account  of  rate  for  which  he  is  liable  as  landlord,  without 
waiting  for  the  bill  of  particulars,  which  is  being  made  out  by  Mr.  Londen;  and 
his  lordship  has  expressed  himself  most  anxious,  both  by  example  and  by  every 
other  means  in  his  power,  to  secure  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  this  Union. 
Sir  Richard  O’Donnell  is  also  very  anxious  to  have  the  rate  paid  in ; he  has 
lodged  nearly  200/.  of  his  own  rate,  and  has  also  collected  80/.  from  the  poorer 
class  of  rate-payers,  and  would  have  attended  on  last  Monday  week,  as  required 
by  the  Vice-Guardians,  but  was  called  suddenly  on  business  to  Dublin.  On 
Monday  next  bolh  collectors  are  to  attend  with  their  books,  when  I trust  they 
will  be  able  to  show  that  they  have  used  due  diligence  in  the  collection  of  the 
rates,  and  the  Commissioners  may  be  assured  that  I shall  do  every  thing  in  my 
power,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  every  shilling  that  it  is  possible  to  collect. 


2 0 2 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — January  22,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being  informed  whether  you  are 
able  to  certify,  that  the  rate-payers  of  the  Union  will  not  be  able  to  meet  their 
liabilities,  and  that  they  are  making  such  exertion  as  can  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected from  them. 

The  Commissioners  also  request,  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report 
specially  on  the  following  points : — 

1st.  What  is  the  sum  total  of  the  poor-rates  paid  in  the  Westport  Union,  since 
the  Vice- Guardians  were  appointed,  and  to  how  many  shillings  in  the  pound  on 
the  net  annual  value,  does  it  amount  ? 

2nd.  What  is  the  obstacle  for  the  rate  being  collected  ? Is  it  that  there  is 
negligence  or  dishonesty  in  the  collectors  or  rate-payers  ? Is  it  that  the  crops 
have  failed?  Are  the  means  of  the  proprietors  and  occupiers  exhausted,  or 
likely  soon  to  be  exhausted  ? And  if  so,  how  is  this  proved  ? 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  27,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22nd 
instant,  and  in  reply  I beg  leave  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  that  I am  of  opinion  that  the  great  majority  of  the  rate-payers  of 
this  Union  will  be  able  to  pay  the  present  rate.  I have  further  to  add,  that  I 
think  the  collectors  are  making  as  much  exertion  as  can  reasonably  be  expected 
from  them. 

The  sum  total  of  poor  rate  paid  in  the  Union  of  Westport,  since  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Vice-Guardians  is  1834/.  18s.  5§c/.,  and  this  amounts  to  nearly  one 
shilling  in  the  pound  on  the  net  annual  value  of  the  rateable  property  in  the 
Union. 

There  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  any  obstacle  to  the  collection  of  the  rate ; 
but,  as  there  are  but  two  collectors  for  this  very  extensive  Union,  there  is  of 
necessity  some  delay,  and  considerable  difficulty  in  collecting  a sum  which  is  very 
large,  as  compared  with  the  poverty  of  the  district. 

I attended  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  on  the  25th  and  26th; 
the  number  of  applicants  for  relief  still  continue  to  be  very  numerous,  and  of  a 
class  who  exhibit  the  greatest  destitution ; and  amongst  them  I am  sorry  to  find 
several  persons  who  had  hitherto  been  holders  of  small  quantities  of  land,  but  who 
have  been  compelled  to  give  it  up,  to  entitle  themselves  and  their  families  to  relief; 
of  this  class  we  had  a large  number  from  Clare  Island.  The  number  admitted 
this  week  into  the  workhouse  was  80,  and  the  number  put  on  the  out-door  relief 
list  amounted  to  3294. 

The  expenses  ot  the  Union  are  daily  increasing,  and  it  is  quite  impossible  that 
the  rates  can  be  collected  fast  enough  to  meet  the  demands  on  the  Vice-Guardians ; 
it  therefore  becomes  absolutely  necessary  that  further  assistance  should  be  afforded 
to  them,  for  in  the  present  embarrassed  state  of  the  Union,  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  the  contractors  for  food  will  be  willing  to  give  credit  to  any  large  amount. 
The  Vice-Guardians  had  no  funds  at  their  disposal  this  week,  to  pay  for  the  meal 
given  to  those  on  the  out-door  relief,  being  obliged  to  allocate  the  small  sum  in 
their  treasurer’s  hands  to  the  payment  of  some  of  the  old  debts,  in  pursuance  of 
the  agreement  entered  into  with  the  creditors. 

Yesterday  was  the  day  fixed  on  for  the  election  of  a master  in  the  place  of  the 
late  Mr.  Henry  Roe ; only  two  candidates  appeared,  and  as  neither  appeared 
qualified  for  the  situation,  the  election  was  postponed  to  Wednesday  next,  the  2nd 
February. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  31,  1848. 

Under  the  circumstances  stated  by  you,  the  Commissioners  have  applied 
for  the  advance  of  another  sum  of  300/.  to  Westport  Union.  1 

At  the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  are  anxious  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
second  series  of  questions  contained  in  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  22nd 
instant,  namely — 

What  is  the  obstacle  to  the  rate  being  collected  ? Is  it  that  there  is  negligence 
or  dishonesty  in  collectors  or  rate-payers  ? Is  it  that  the  crops  have  failed  ? Are 
the  means  of  the  proprietors  and  occupiers  exhausted,  or  likely  soon  to  be  ex- 
hausted ? And  if  so,  how  is  this  proved  ? 
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Before  the  Commissioners  enter  on  a course  of  advance  to  any  Union,  they  are  Westport  Union, 
anxious  that  these  questions  should  be  fully  and  distinctly  answered. 

They  observe  that  in  your  opinion  the  number  of  collectors  in  the  Union  is  too 
small.  This  will  be  a material  point  for  consideration  when  a new  rate,  is  to  he 
struck ; but  the  Commissioners  are  still  desirous  of  calling  your  special  attention 
to  all  the  other  questions  contained  in  their  letter  of  the  22nd  instant. 

The  Commissioners  are  much  gratified  by  the  support  which  the  Marquess  of 
Sligo  has  given  to  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  Westport  Union,  both  by  his 
example  and  influence.  But  independently  of  the  rates  paid  by  his  lordship  and 
Sir  R.  O’Donnell,  no  less  a sum  than  655  lZ.  remains  uncollected  ; and  the  Com- 
missioners wish  to  know  who  are  the  parties  owing  that  rate,  -whether  they  are 
chiefly  occupiers  or  immediate  lessors,  and  why  it  is  that  either  the  one  or  the 
other  parties  have  not  paid  the  sums  due  from  them. 


Observations  of  Mr.  R.  M.  Lynch  on  a communication  from  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Hardiman,  R.  C.  Pastor,  Killmeena,  relating  to  the.  cases  of  poor  pei’sons  in 
the  Westport  Union,  whose  landlords  refuse  to  receive  possession  of  their  hold  - 
ings without  they  also  surrender  their  cabins  : — January  28,  1848. 

The  Vice-Guardians  are  guided  in  all  cases  by  the  report  made  to  them  by 
the  reliving  officer,  as  to  whether  the  applicant  for  relief  is  in  the  occupation 
of  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  or  not,  but  the  relieving  officer  is  often 
placed  in  a difficult  position  by  finding  the  applicant  in  possession  of  the  house,  and 
being  told  by  the  applicant  that  he  has  surrendered  the  land ; in  such  cases  the 
relieving  officer  requires  the  evidence  of  the  landlord  or  his  agent,  that  such  is  the 
fact,  and  the  landlords  and  agents  very  seldom  take  up  the  land  without  at  the  same 
time  getting  possession  of  the  house. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  R.  M.  Lynch  : — February  8,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  on  a communication  from  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Hardiman,  relating  to  the  case  of  poor  persons  in  the  Westport  Union 
whose  landlords  refuse  to  receive  possession  of  their  holdings  without  they  also 
surrender  their  cabins,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  informed  the 
Vice- Guardians  that  according  to  the  Commissioners’  views  of  the  10th  section  of 
the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  it  is  merely  the  occupation  or  non-occupation 
of  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  which  is  made  a criterion  of  destitution,  provided 
that  an  applicant  for  relief  may  otherwise  be  deemed  entitled  to  it. 

Hence  the  Vice-Guardians,  as  far  as  that  clause  is  concerned,  are  warranted  in 
relieving  anybody  who  is  not  in  such  occupation ; and  they  are  not  bound  to  inves- 
tigate title  at  all,  or  to  ascertain  whether  the  tenant’s  interest  has  been  legally 
determined  by  surrender  or  otherwise. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners:  February  2,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3 1st 
January,  in  which  you  state  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  are  anxious  to 
draw  my  attention  to  the  2nd  series  of  questions  contained  in  their  letter  of 
the  22nd.  January,  and  in  reply  to  those  questions  I have  to  make  the  following 
answers : — 

There  is  no  insuperable  obstacle  to  the  rate  being  collected. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  negligence  or  dishonesty  in  collectors. 

There  appears  to  be  some  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  rate-payers,  who  are 
able,  and  who  have  not  as  yet  paid  their  rate.  The  collectors  have  summoned 
several  hundreds  of  them,  and  will,  I have  no  doubt,  enforce  the  payment,  but  the 
course  of  law  is  generally  tedious. 

I do  not  think  that  the  failure  of  the  crops  can  be  relied  on  as  an  excuse  for 
non-payment. 

The  means  of  the  proprietors  and  occupiers  are  not,  generally  speaking,  ex- 
hausted, or  likely  soon  to  be  exhausted. 

The  collectors  are  using  every  means  in  their  power  to  collect  the  rate  ; they 
have  summoned  several  hundreds  of  defaulters;  and  in  most  cases  which  have 
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Westport  UDion.  been  heard  they  have  obtained  decrees.  There  has  been  some  delay  in  miilcing 
out  and  furnishing  the  several  landlords  with  the  particulars  for  which  they  are 
liable  as  the  immediate  lessors;  and  I have  directed  the  collectors  to  use  every 
effort  in  their  power  to  obtain  the  rate  by  the  ordinary  powers  of  the  law,  before 
they  apply  to  the  Vice-Guardians  for  advice.  Sir  Richard  O’Donnell  reported 
to  me  to-day  that  there  are  but  two  individuals,  viz.,  James  Hillas,  esq.,  J.P., 
and  Charles  M'Donnell,  esq.,  whose  rate  exceeds  51,  and  who  have  not  paid. 
He  states  that  he  will  at  once  take  legal  proceedings  against  these  two  gentle- 
men. In  Mr.  Londen’s  district,  there  is  a sum  of  about  1600/.  still  due  in  large 
sums.  He  is  directed  to  serve  the  regular  notice  on  the  defaulters,  and  if  the 
sum  due  by  them  are  not  immediately  paid,  legal  proceedings  will  be  taken 
against  them  by  the  collector,  or  the  circumstances  of  their  refusal  placed  before 
the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  for  their  special  advice.  The  collectors  have 
lodged  since  this  day  week  a sum  of  550/.  95.  7 d. ; and  the  Commissioners  may 
rest  satisfied  that  every  effort  shall  be  made  to  enforce  the  collection  throughout 
the  Union. 

This  evening’s  post  brought  me  a remittance  of  300/.  for  the  credit  of  the 
Vice-Guardians,  being  the  amount  of  a grant  from  the  British  Association,  which, 
added  to  the  550/.  collected  during  the  last  week,  enabled  the  Vice-Guardians 
to  discharge  debts  to  the  amount  of  847/.  2s.  11  d.  Of  this  sum,  515/.  14s.  was 
paid  on  account  of  the  old  debts  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  and  331/.  8s.  11c/. 
on  account  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  Union.  They  still  owe  a large  sum,  and 
will  require  a weeldy  remittance  to  enable  them  to  meet  the  heavy  expenses  of  the 
in-door  and  out-door  relief.  Had  the  Vice-Guardians  not  been  called  on  to  give 
out-door  relief,  they  would  have  been  able  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  workhouse, 
and  pay  off  a considerable  portion  of  the  old  debt  out  of  the  incoming  rate ; but 
the  out-door  relief  has  quadrupled  their  estimated  expenditure,  and  it  is  therefore 
that  they  are  obliged  to  look  to  other  sources  to  meet  the  present  liabilities  of  the 
Union. 

The  applications  for  relief  continue  numerous.  Yesterday  and  to-day  the  Vice- 
Guardians  put  2390  additional  names  on  the  out-door  list,  admitting  21  only  into 
the  house  ; and  they  had  to  issue  orders  on  the  contractors  for  40£  tons  of  Indian 
meal,  value  over  400/.  In  proportion  to  the  population,  the  number  from  Newport, 
Achill,  and  Clare  Island,  appears  much  greater  than  from  any  other  district  in  the 
Union.  The  relieving  officers  for  these  divisions  have  reported  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians  that  several  of  the  small  landholders  have  been  obliged  to  give  up  their 
land  to  entitle  themselves  to  relief. 

I beg  leave  to  remind  the  Commissioners  that  the  order  for  out-door  relief  in 
this  Union  will  expire  on  the  7th  instant,  it  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  issue 
a fresh  authority  for  its  continuance,  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  on  the 
8th  instant. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  5,  1848. 

An  application  has  been  made  to  Count  Strzelecki  for  a further  advance  of 
200/.,  to  enable  the  Vice-Guardians  to  continue  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in 
the  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  report, 
instructions  had  been  given  for  the  renewal  of  the  out-door  relief  order  in  the 
Westport  Union. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  2,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  since  our  last  Board-day,  26th  of 
January  last,  ths  sum  ol  550/.  9s.  7 d.  has  been  lodged  by  the  collectors  to  our  credit, 
as  paid  officers  of  this  Union  ; and  we  have  received  from  Mr.  Eynch,  Temporary 
Poor  Law  Inspector,  300/.,  as  a grant  from  the  British  Association,  in  aid  of  the 
relief  o f the  destitute  poor  in  this  Union ; out  of  which  sums  we  have  paid  515/.  14s. 
in  liquidation  of  a part  of  the  old  debts  and  331/.  8s.  11c/.  towards  the  current 
expenses  of  the  Union.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  collection  would  have 
been  much  larger  from  the  northern  electoral  divisions,  but  for  the  subjoined 
statement  of  facts. 

Sir  Richard  O’Donnell,  one  of  our  collectors,  this  day  stated  to  us  that  he  had 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


287 


200  cases  against  defaulting  ratepayers  entered  for  adjudication  at  the  petty  sessions  Westport  Union, 
held  yesterday  at  Newport ; but  that  when  the  first  case  was  called  on,  Mr.  Hillas, 
one  of  the  magistrates  in  attendance,  delayed  the  proceedings  by  objections  and 
harangues  for  about  three  hours ; and  then,  taking  out  his  watch,  said  the  hour 
was  then  too  late  to  proceed,  and  adjourned  the  Court  for  a fortnight.  It  would 
appear  that  the  object  of  this  gentleman  was  to  delay,  if  not  defeat,  the  ends  of 
justice  ; the  more  particularly,  as  we  have  bee.n  informed,  he  has  not  paid  his  own 
rates,  and  has  given  the  collector  much  opposition  and  annoyance.  We  therefore 
take  the  liberty  of  submitting  for  your  consideration,  whether  it  may  not  be  de- 
sirable to  secure  the  attendance  of  the  stipendiary  magistrate  at  the  adjourned 
sessions.  We  requested  Sir  Richard  O’Donnell  to  lay  a statement  in  writing  before 
the  Board  ; but  whilst  engaged  in  doing  so,  he  had  to  hasten  to  lodge  the  amount 
of  his  collection  before  the  bank  closed,  and  did  not  afterwards  finish  his  report ; 
but  the  chairman  has  written  to  request  that  he  will  transmit  it  to  you. 

We  also  take  the  liberty  to  state,  that  your  order  for  out-door  relief  in  this  Union 
will  expire  on  the  7th  instant. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  4,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  will  communicate  with  the  Government  with  regard 
to  your  suggestion,  that  a stipendiary  magistrate  should  attend  at  the  petty  sessions 
at  Newport. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request,  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  report  to 
the  Commissioners,  as  to  the  reasons  why  the  proceedings  against  the  magistrate  to 
whom  you  refer,  with  a view  to  the  enforcement  of  the  payment  of  the  rate  due  by 
him,  has  not  been  successful,  and  what  proceedings  are  now  pending  to  enforce 
obedience  to  the  law  in  this  instance. 

Instructions  have  already  been  given  for  the  renewal  of  the  order  authorizing 
you  to  afford  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor  in  the  Westport  Union. 
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TRALEE  UNION. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  16,  1847. 


Since  my  last  report  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Tralee  Board  of 
Guardians,  I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  several  extraordinary  meetings 
have  been  held,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the  case  of  the  applicants  for 
out-door  relief. 

The  pressure  on  the  Board  was  so  severe,  that  they  were  compelled  to  meet 
on  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday,  besides  Tuesday,  their  ordinary 
day  of  meeting,  and  on  each  of  these  days  they  divided  themselves  into  com- 
mittees, and  sat  in  different  parts  of  the  house ; hut,  notwithstanding  this 
energetic  mode  of  endeavouring  to  meet  the  destitution,  the  applicants  only 
of  6 out  of  18  electoral  divisions,  have  been  fully  heard,  and  their  cases  decided 
upon. 

I have  not  yet  had  time  to  ascertain  how  many  persons  in  each  electoral 
division,  have  been  ordered  out-door  relief,  nor  the  proportion  which  they  bear 
to  the  population  ; but  as  soon  as  I have  compiled  this  statistical  information, 
I will  not  fail  to  acquaint  you  with  the  result. 

This  extraordinary  pressure  of  duty  which  has  thus  fallen  on  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  and  their  inability,  as  yet,  to  contend  with  it,  have  naturally  turned 
their  attention  to  the  best  mode  of  relieving  themselves  of  so  heavy  a burden, 
and  a considerable  feeling  exists  that  this  Union  is  double  the  size  which  it 
should  be,  and  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  it  divided,  and  another  work- 
house  established  at  Dingle. 

Colonel  Stokes,  an  active  and  intelligent  member  of  the  Board,  has  given 
notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  forward  a resolution  to  that  effect.  Any  remark 
which  I may  have  to  make,  I will  reserve  until  the  matter  has  been  discussed  ; 
but  in  the  mean  time,  I may  bear  witness  to  the  extreme  hardship  in  compelling 
the  inhabitants  of  Dunquin,  Dunorlen,  and  Ventry,  to  travel  to  Tralee,  a 
distance  of  35  miles,  with  the  hope,  that  possibly  there  may  be  room  for  them 
in  the -workhouse,  but  most  probably  only  to  be  disappointed,  with  the  same 
distance  to  return  in  their  exhausted  condition. 

The  Commissioners  will  perceive,  by  another  resolution,  that  the  Board  are 
desirous  of  hiring  a house  for  the  accommodation  of  the  children  in  the  work- 
house.  If  they  should  succeed  in  being  able  to  procure  one,  it  will  prove  a 
considerable  relief  to  the  pressure  ; but  I feel  satisfied  that  further  accommo- 
dation will  yet  be  required. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  was  also  drawn  to  the  collection  of  the  rates, 
and  the  names  of  several  of  the  highest  defaulters  were  laid  before  the  Board  ; 
and  the  Board  directed  the  collectors,  in  the  most  peremptory  manner,  to 
collect  their  rates,  and  further  passed  a resolution,  that  on  the  24th  of  February, 
that  they  would  require  that  the  whole  of  the  present  rates  should  be  collected’ 
and  that  the  collectors  should  be  held  responsible. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  was  also  drawn  to  the  accounts  of  each  electoral 
division,  _ with  the  view  of  ascertaining  weekly,  whether  such  division  was  in 
debt,  or  in  credit,  with  the  house,  and  the  clerk  was  directed  to  furnish  accounts 
in  such  a manner. 


On  this  day  the  proceedings  were  again  interrupted  by  a large  mob,  armed 
with  bludgeons,  who  broke  into  the  house,  notwithstanding  the  resistance  of  six 
policemen.  Fortunately  a large  number  of  the  Guardians  were  present,  and 
went  to  the  assistance  of  the  police,  and  secured  the  ringleaders.  It  was, 
however,  deemed  advisable  to  send  for  the  military,  and  a further  resolution 
was  passed,  requiring  their  presence  on  every  Board- day. 

In  giving  this  account  of  the  past  week’s  proceedings,  I must  bear  witness 
to  the  excellent  manner  in  which  the  Guardians  are  endeavouring  to  do  their 
duty. 

The  Commissioners  will  see  that  even  Sunday,  gave  them  no  relief  from  their 
labours ; and  their  moral  firmness  in  forcing  on  the  collection  of  the  rates, 
and  personal  courage  in  assisting  the  police  on  this  day,  deserve  high  commen- 
dation. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — November  20,  1847. 

In  regard  to  the  proposal  to  establish  another  workhouse  at  Dingle,  I am 
to  forward  to  you  the  accompanying  correspondence  which  took  place  last  year 
on  the  subject,  from  which  you  will  perceive  that  the  project  of  providing  a 
workhouse  at  Dingle  has  been  favourably  entertained  by  the  Commissioners, 
but  that  it  was  abandoned  by  the  Guardians  owing  to  the  financial  embarrass- 
ments under  which  the  Union  at  that  time  laboured. 

You  will  be  good  enough  to  return  the  correspondence  when  perused. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners: — November  18,  1847. 

The  Tralee  Board  of  Guardians  have  already  made  an  application  to 
you  that  two  districts  may  be  formed  under  the  6th  section  10  Viet.,  cap.  31, 
the  one  at  Dingle,  and  the  other  at  Castleisland,  for  the  more  effectual  relief  of 
the  destitute  in  these  parts. 

My  attention  has  in  the  meantime,  been  directed  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
these  Committees  are  to  perform  their  duty,  and  I have  been  making  inquiries 
as  to  the  probable  results  of  this  measure,  from  the  most  respectable  residents 
in  those  parts. 

The  people  of  Dingle,  and  of  the  electoral  divisions  which  are  to  form  that 
district,  are  represented  to  me  to  be  in  the  most  deplorable  condition,  quiet 
and  resigned  to  their  apparently  helpless  fate. 

The  elected  Guardians  who  are  to  form  the  Committee  of  that  district  are 
represented  not  at  all  capable  of  the  burden  about  to  be  thrown  upon  them,  and 
extremely  likely  to  prevent  the  relief  about  to  be  sent  there,  from  its  legitimate 
end.  It  has  been  represented  to  me  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  paid 
Guardians  to  do  their  work,  to  which,  however,  I would  not  listen. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  great  difficulty  is  not  in  relieving  the  people  of  that 
district,  but  in  providing  a body  of  men  as  a medium  through  whom  the  relief 
is  to  be  given ; and  if  the  Guardians  of  that  district  are  to  be  compelled  to  do 
their  duty,  compelled  by  being  formed  into  a Committee,  and  the  poor  thrown 
immediately  upon  them,  it  appears  to  me  advisable  that  some  stringent  regu- 
lations should  be  drawn  up  for  their  guidance,  which  would  prevent  them 
squandering  either  the  funds  of  the  Union  or  the  relief  which  the  British  Asso- 
ciation may  ultimately  entrust  them  with ; and  although  it  may  be  said  that 
such  a Committee  could  not  act  independently  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to 
whom  they  must  resort,  yet  the  Board  of  Guardians,  sitting  35  miles  off, 
although  perfectly  persuaded  abuses  are  going  on,  would  find  it  almost  impos- 
sible efficiently  to  check  them. 

The  line  of  policy  which  I would  adopt  -with  these  Committees  would  be  as 
follows,  provided  it  met  your  sanction : — 

The  clerk  of  the  Union  should  submit  a statement  weekly,  of  the  available 
funds  of  each  electoral  division,  reserving  sufficient  to  pay  its  share  of  the 
expenses  of  the  house. 

A copy  of  this  weekly  statement  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Committee, 
with  an  intimation  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  would  in  no  case,  encounter 
liabilities  beyond  that  amount  for  any  electoral  division. 

When  that  sum  of  money  had  been  expended,  and  the  whole  of  the  present 
rate  collected,  a fresh  rate  should  be  struck ; and  until  such  rate  had  been 
struck,  the  British  Association  should  not  grant  relief. 

The  British  Association  to  grant  a weekly  allowance  for  a limited  time  to 
such  electoral  division,  until  the  proceeds  of  the  new  rate  could  be  brought  into 
operation. 

The  Commissioners  will  see  that  the  end  of  these  proposed  regulations  is  to 
clearly  show  to  each  Committee  that  the  funds  of  each  electoral  division  cannot 
be  overdrawn,  for  I see  nothing  but  confusion  if  these  Committees  were  to  be 
allowed  to  be  under  the  impression  that  the  Union  was  bound,  even  for  a limited 
period,  to  advance  them  money  or  rather  incur  liabilities  beyond  their  balances 
for  their  wants. 

I think  we  must  trust  to  the  pressure  of  public  opinion,  that  such  relief, 
limited,  and  scanty  as  it  will  be,  is  devoted  only  to  the  really  destitute. 

I beg  to  apologize  for  the  liberty  I am  taking  in  submitting  these  propositions 


Tralee  Union. 
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to  you,  but  I feel  it  so  important  that  these  Committees  should  be  placed  on  a 
proper  footing,  that  I thought  it  best  to  acquaint  you  immediately,  with  my 
views  on  the  subject  rather  than  to  incur  delay. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — November  20,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  Committees,  under  the  6th  section,  have  no  power  to  order  relief. 
Their  functions  are  merely  “to  receive,  applications  of  poor  persons  requir- 
“ ing  relief  in  their  district,  to  examine  into  the  cases  of  such  poor  persons, 
“ and  to  report  to  the  Guardians  thereon.” 

With  regard  to  the  proposal  respecting  the  finances  of  the  electoral  divisions 
of  the  Dingle  district,  the  Commissioners  wish  to  remark  that  it  is  contrary  to 
the  policy  of  the  law,  the  object  of  which  is  to  give  the  whole  Board  of  Guar- 
dians a direct  interest  in  compelling  the  rate-payers  of  each  electoral  division 
to  pay  their  rates.  If  destitute  persons  in  an  electoral  division  were  not  relieved 
by  the  Guardians,  because  there  were  no  funds  forthcoming  from  that  electoral 
division,  the  tendency  of  such  a course  would  be  to  make  the  Guardians  of  the 
rest  of  the  Union  comparatively  indifferent  as  to  whether  the  rates  were  collected 
for  that  division.  Whereas  now  they  have  all  a direct  interest  that  every 
division  of  the  Union  without  exception,  should  do  its  duty  in  this  respect. 

The  Commissioners  wish  you  to  attend  the  Committee  at  Dingle,  as  often  as 
is  compatible  with  your  other  arrangements. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  23,  1847. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  held  their  usual  meeting  on  this  day  at  the 
workhouse,  and  the  presence  of  a large  mob  of  unemployed  labourers  forced 
upon  them  the  necessity  of  taking  steps  to  enlarge  their  house. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  preceding  week  I had,  with  that  view,  made  a 
careful  examination  of  the  workhouse,  and  the  measures  which  I recommended 
them  to  adopt,  subject  to  your  sanction,  were  as  follows : — 

1st.  The  hiring  of  a house  for  thec.hildren,  upwards  of  500  in  number. 

2nd.  The  converting  the  present  day-rooms  into  dormitories,  and  con- 
verting the  present  school-rooms  into  day-rooms. 

Remarks. — The  present  day-rooms  are  not  large  enough,  but  the  two  school- 
rooms would  make  very  superior  day-rooms. 

3rd.  The  building  up  of  the  virandahs  at  the  back  of  the  hospital,  and 
forming  them  into  two  dormitories ; the  increased  size  of  the  new 
day-rooms  renders  these  virandahs  less  required  than  formerly. 

4th.  Foreseeing  a further  demand  for  accommodation,  I recommended, 
the  Board  to  apply  for  permission,  to  convert  the  present  hospital  into 
a portion  of  the  workhouse,  and  hire  a building  for  a new  hospital. 

Remarks. — It  is  right  that  I should  mention,  that  the  medical  officer  dis- 
approves of  this  arrangement,  but  I cannot  understand  on  what  grounds ; I 
have  frequently  seen  military  hospitals  at  a considerable  distance  from  the 
barracks,  and  during  last  summer  I never  heard  of  any  case  of  fever  being 
aggravated  by  the  removal  of  the  sufferer,  perhaps  for  some  miles  to  the  fever 
hospital. 

There  are  two  probationary  wards  which  are  never  used,  the  other  two 
having  been  found  ample;  these  I proposed  to  use  in  case  of  any  sudden 
infectious  illness,  separating  immediately  the  sufferer  from  the  other  inmates 
until  he  could  be  removed  to  the  hospital. 

5th.  Further,  I proposed  hiring  a house  calculated  to  hold  about  500 
adults,  and  moving,  if  necessary,  all  the  women  from  the  house  and 
placing  them  therein. 

My  object  in  proposing  this,  was  to  keep  up  the  discipline  of  the  workhouse 
on  the  men,  and  reserving  the  workhouse  for  them  would  dispense  with  the 
entire  female  staff,  which  could  be  transferred  with  the  women,  to  the  new 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


29J 


establishment ; whereas  if  the  new  establishment  were  to  hold  men  and  women, 
a great  deal  of  difficulty  would  arise  in  separating  them,  and  a double  staff, 
both  male  and  female,  would  be  required. 

I calculate  the  workhouse  thus  appropriated,  would  hold  about  1200  adults, 
who  would  be  all  able-bodied  labourers,  their  wives  and  children  being  in 
hired  houses. 

I can  assure  the  Commissioners,  that  the  pressure  is  becoming  so  severe  as 
to  require  these  energetic  steps ; 40,000  rations  were  issued  in  this  Union  under 
the  Temporary  Relief  Act ; and  supposing  that  we  can  accommodate  3000  in 
buildings,  and  distribute  relief  to  7000  infirm  and  widows,  still  our  relief  would 
only  be  one-quarter  of  -what  it  was  last  spring. 

A select  Committee  was  appointed  to  take  these  proposals  into  consideration, 
and  they  were  to  report  to  the  Board  next  Saturday. 

May  I,  therefore,  request  an  answer  by  return  of  post,  which  will  reach  me 
in  time  for  their  meeting. 

An  order  exists  limiting  this  workhouse  to  1000  persons ; but  if  the  Commis- 
sioners approve  of  the  above  arrangements  that  order  would  be  annulled. 

The  other  resolutions  of  the  Board  require  no  further  explanation. 


Reply  to  the  above : — November  25,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  approve  generally,  of  your  recommendations  in 
reference  to  the  extension  of  the  workhouse  accommodation  in  the  Tralee 
Union,  which  are  fully  in  accordance  with  the  views  expressed  in  the  Com- 
missioners’ Circular  of  the  26th  August  last,  and  they  will  give  the  Guardians 
every  assistance  in  their  power,  in  carrying  your  recommendations  into  effect. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  28,  1847. 

The  various  reports  which  I have  had  the  honour  of  forwarding  to  you, 
will  have  shown  you  the  increasing  pressure  of  destitution  in  this  Union; 
and  I am  sorry  to  say  that  I see  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  not  yet 
increase  in  a greater  ratio,  as  the  winter  season  advances. 

I have  thought  it  therefore  my  duty  to  consider,  beforehand,  the  different 
measures  which  we  should  adopt  consecutively  to  meet  this  evil,  and  to  lay 
them  before  you  in  order  to  obtain  your  approval,  so  that  if  they  proved  neces- 
sary there  should  be  no  delay. 

You  have  already  approved  generally  of  our  plans,  for  making  the  workhouse 
test  as  available  as  possible,  by  using  the  workhouse  and  the  hospital  for  able- 
bodied  men  only,  and  hiring  separate  buildings  for  the  women  and  children. 

I have  had  a careful  measurement  made  of  the  house  and  hospital,  and  find 
that  they  would  hold  about  1180  able-bodied  men,  without  decreasing  the 
number  of  cubic  feet  of  air,  which  each  individual  would  have  had  according 
to  the  original  plan  of  the  workhouse. 

We  may  consider  therefore,  that  hired  buildings  to  hold  about  1800  women 
and  children  will  be  required, 

On  a careful  estimate  of  the  expense  of  hiring  and  altering  the  buildings, 
fitting  them  with  cooking  apparatus,  buying  increased  bedding  and  clothing, 
and  increased  staff,  I do’  not  think  the  additional  expense  of  their  outfit  will 
be  under  25 s.  a-liead  for'  each  individual  so  accommodated,  or  about  2,300/. 
of  immediate  outlay,  irrespective  of  the  daily  sustenance  of  the  increased 
numbers. 

I should  doubt  if  it  were  wise  to  carry  this  system  any  further,  or  if  the 
finances  of  the  Union  would  at  all  bear  it ; and  if  it  were  determined  to  carry 
it  further,  buildings  must  be  hired  to  hold  the  men  as  well  as  their  families, 
and  the  difficulty  in  such  cases  of  separating  the  sexes,  and  preserving  proper 
discipline  in  buildings  never  intended  for  such  a purpose,  seems  to  me  almost 
insuperable ; and  it  is  quite  obvious  unless  the  proper  discipline  is  kept  up, 
and  order  and  cleanliness  enforced,  these  hired  buildings  will  not  only  fail  as 
workhouse  tests,  but  become  seats  of  disorder,  profligacy,  and  disease. 

In  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  making  the  Dingle  district  into  a 
separate  Union,  which  you  did  me  the  honour  of  sending  for  my  perusal,  I 
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perceive  Mr.  Hancock  sees  the  same  objections  in  hiring  buildings  for  inde- 
pendent workhouses. 

Supposing  then  that  we  limited  our  workhouse  accommodation  to  1,180 
able-bodied  in  the  house,  and  provided  for  their  wives,  families,  and  sick 
outside,  and  still  fresh  applicants  pressed  upon  us,  which  I consider  very  pro- 
bable, I don’t  know  on  what  ground  the  Board  of  Guardians  or  I,  would  be 
justified  in  delaying  to  represent,  that  the  necessity  has  arisen  for  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied. 

Yet  I am  satisfied  that  no  measure  could  be  more  ruinous  to  the  Union,  or  to 
the  poor  themselves  that  this.  The  pressure  on  the  relieving  officers,  severe 
as  it  now  is,  would  become  such  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  even  to 
endeavour  to  do  their  duty.  All  the  available  funds  would  be  squandered 
instantly,  and  the  present  relief  within  the  house,  scanty  as  it  may  be,  yet  sure, 
and  given  to  the  really  destitute,  would  be  in  a moment  brought  to  an  end. 

I do  not  think  anything  could  induce  me  to  recommend  such  a course. 

The  difficulties  of  the  subject  forcing  themselves  on  the  attention  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  induced  them  to  recommend  public  works  being  resumed. 

I need  scarcely  say  my  former  experience  of  them,  as  an  Inspecting  officer, 
under  the  Board  of  Works,  would  make  me  a decided  opponent  of  such  a 
measure. 

Yet  I confess  I have  considered  whether  in  the  most  distressed  electoral  divi- 
sions, meal  could  not  be  supplied  by  the  British  Association,  through  a different 
machinery  than  the  relieving  officers  (they  having  already  more  to  do  than  they 
can  manage),  to  the  destitute  able-bodied,  who  should  loe  compelled  to  work 
five  or  six  hours  a day  in  completing  some  of  the  unfinished  public  works.  I 
saw  this  system  pursued,  under  an  energetic  Secretary  of  a Relief  Committee 
with  great  advantage,  in  Wicklow. 

Yet  its  disadvantages  are  obvious,  as  it  prevents  the  landowners  and  holders 
from  seeing  the  necessity  of  giving  employment  themselves.  It  requires  men 
of  great  firmness  and  energy  to  carry  out,  and  unless  rigidly  carried  out,  it  is 
apt  to  degenerate  into  a farce ; and  if  it  becomes  a farce,  it  draws  the  people 
away  from  their  legitimate  pursuits,  the  fisherman  from  fishing,  and  the  hus- 
bandman from  cultivating,  and  merely  at  a great  expense,  staves  off  the  evil  of 
this  year  to  the  next. 

The  British  Association  have  commenced  a very  admirable  system  of  relief, 
in  feeding  the  children  who  attend  schools,  between  the  ages  of  6 and  14. 
20.0/.  has  been  sent  down  to  me  for  that  purpose,  and  I enclose  a copy  of  the 
regulations  under  which  this  relief  is  given. 

On  a careful  examination  of  the  census  of  these  counties,  I find  one  quarter 
of  the  whole'  population  is  between  the  ages  of  6 and  15.  Thus  it  is  clear  we 
have  the  means  of  increasing  this  mode  of  relief  in  distressed  districts,  to  a very 
large  extent. 

Children  are  already,  on  hearing  of  this,  flocking  into  the  schools,  so  that  I 
shall  have  serious  difficulty  in  preventing  them  from  being  over-crowded. 

I would,  beg,  therefore,  to  submit  to  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty’s  Govern- 
ment that  in  distressed  districts,  the  number  of  National  schools  should  be 
immediately  increased.  I have  no  doubt  many  public  rooms  could  be  obtained 
free  of  all  cost,  or  if  not,  chapels  and  churches  would  be  willingly  lent  on  week 
days.  Children  who  chose  to  attend  should,  during  the  winter  season,  be  fed 
by  the  British  Association. 

I repeat,  I consider  in  distressed  districts  we  should  Teed  certainly  one-sixth 
of  the  population ; we  should  not  only  not  interfere  with  the  Poor  Law,  but 
act  auxiliary  to  it,  by  indirectly  relieving  the  pressure  which  threatens  to 
crush  it. 

We  should  still  compel  the  landlords  and  landholders  to  employ  the  able- 
bodied,  or  that  they  should  be  fed  at  their  expense,  and  still  compel  the  able- 
bodied  willingly  to  seek  for  employment,  and  at  the  same  time  afford  relief  to 
almost  every  poor  family  in  a district,  and  in  proportion  to  the  number  in  that 
family,  and  rescue  the  weakest  and  most  unoffending  portion  of  the  population 
from  the  fate  which  at  present  threatens  to  overwhelm  them,  and  make  them 
useful  and. intelligent  members  of  society. 
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AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

Enclosure  in  foregoing: — November  26,  1847. 

The  delay  attendant  upon  the  building  of  ovens  and  procuring  rye- 
meal,  in  order  to  make  rye  bread,  has  induced  the  British  Association  to 
sanction  the  use  of  Indian  meal  stirabout  in  the  school  of  this  Union. 

Arrangements  are  in  progress,  by  which  I trust,  that  relief  may  be  speedily 
afforded  ; but  it  must  be  understood  that  it  can  only  be  on  the  following  con- 
ditions, which  the  British  Association  have  prescribed : — 

1.  That’the  bounty  of  the  Association  is  not  to  be  perverted  into  a means  of 
proselytism. 

2.  That  each  child  shall  receive  the  prescribed  ration,  on  condition  that  he 
or  she  attends  the  school  regularly,  and  remains  during  school-hours. 

3.  That  a registry  of  attendance,  and  of  the  duration  of  the  attendance  of 
the  children  each  day,  be  kept  by  the  schoolmaster  or  schoolmistress,  and  a 
return  of  the  same  forwarded  to  me. 

4.  That  the  rations,  each  consisting  of  three  quarters  of  a pound  of  meal  made 
into  stirabout,  and  divided  into  two  or  three  meals  as  most  convenient,  shall 
only  be  allowed  to  male  children,  between  the  ages  of  6 and  12  years,  and 
female  children  between  the  ages  of  6 and  14  years. 

5.  That  a trough  of  water,  and  towels  and  combs,  be  provided  in  a con- 
venient place ; and  that  each  child  shall  be  required  to  wash  its  face  and 
hands  before  partaking  of  the  ration. 

6.  That  on  no  account  shall  any  child  be  permitted  to  take  any  food  from 
the  school. 

7.  That  the  female  children  be  employed  in  knitting,  and  the  boys  in 
making  nets,  as  often  as  their  scholastic  duties  will  permit. 

8.  That  the  elder  children  shall  be  employed  in  making  the  stirabout,  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress. 

You  will  understand  that  the  above -regulations  are  imposed  by  the  British 
Association,  as  the  conditions  on  which  relief  should  be  afforded ; and  that 
if  any  of  them  require,  in  your  opinion,  modification,  it  will  be  your  duty  to 
obtain  my  sanction  for  their  change ; and  that  any  infringement  of  them  which 
may  not  have  been  sanctioned  by  me,  will  cause  the  withdrawal  of  further  aid 
from  the  Association. 

The  following  are  the  arrangements  by  which  the  above  relief  will  be 
carried  out: — 

1 . Only  one  week’s  consumption  of  meal  will  be  supplied  at  a time.  The 
week  will  commence  on  Monday  inclusive,  and  end  on  the  following 
Sunday. 

2.  At  the  commencement  of  the  first  week,  you  will  send  either  to  me  or  to 
Mr.  Dee,  Inspector  of  Schools  (as  will  be  explained  hereafter),  an  estimate  of 
the  number  of  rations  required  for  your  school,  for  the  ensuing  week.  Books 
of  estimates,  with  counter  parts  to  be  retained  by  you,  will  be  supplied  for 
that  purpose  by  me. 

3.  On  my  receiving  the  estimate  and  approving  of  it,  an  order  for  the 
required  amount  of  Indian  meal  will  be  transmitted  to  you,  on  any  of  the 
undermentioned  merchants  or  storekeepers,  whom  you  may  name  in  your 
estimate.  These  arrangements  are  not  completed  at  present,  but  five  depots 
will  be  established  in  this  Union ; on  your  presenting,  or  having  the  above 
order  presented,  the  quantity  of  Indian  meal  named  therein  will  be  given 
to  you. 

4.  No  charge  for  the  carriage  of  meal  to  the  school  will  be  allowed ; the 
stores  have  been  named  in  the  most  convenient  parts  of  the  Union,  and  it  is 
conceived  that  a little  management  on  your  part,  would  enable  it  to  be  brought 
to  you  by  the  farmers,  on  going  or  returning  from  market,  free  of  all  cost. 

5.  No  charge  will  be  allowed  for  the  purchase  of  a boiler ; as  it  is  presumed 
that  the  boilers  at  present  in  the  hands  of  the  several  committees  or  charitable 
associations  would,  on  your  application,  be  placed  at  your  disposal. 

6.  The  sum  of  2 1.  will  be  placed  in  your  hands  to  liquidate  the  expense  of 
setting  the  boilers  up,  and  purchasing,  if  necessary,  the  usual  cooking  uten- 
sils, the  trough  for  water,  and  the  towels  before  mentioned.  Any  surplus 
which  may  be  over,  to  be  employed  in  purchasing  fuel  and  in  postage  ; and 
when  the  money  is  expended,  an  account  of  the  expenditure  to  be  tendered 
to  me. 

7.  On  your  commencing  to  issue  the  rations,  the  daily  register  before  alluded 
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to  must  be  kept.  The  register  will  show  the  hours  each  child  attended  per 
diem,  and  the  number  of  rations  supplied  to  it  per  week.  The  total  number 
of  rations  supplied  to  all  the  children  per  week,  will  be  obtained  by  addition, 
which  will  show  the  actual  weekly  expenditure  of  meal.  Forms  for  this 
purpose  will  be  supplied  to  you. 

8.  On  your  forwarding  the  estimate  for  the  second  week,  the  register  of  the 
first  must  also  accompany  it  •,  so  that  before  receiving  an  order  for  any  addi- 
tional quantity,  the  quantity  already  supplied  will  have  to  be  accounted  for. 

9.  The  estimates  for  each  week,  with  the  corresponding  register  of  the  first, 
should  be  forwarded  by  post  on  Saturday,  and  on  Monday  you  may  expect  the 
required  order ; an  intelligent  boy  from  each  school,  should  be  sent  with  and 
for  the  requisite  letters. 

10.  The  forms  for  the  estimates  and  registry  of  attendance,  will  be  forwarded 
to  you  as  early  aspossible;  full  instructions  for  their  use  will  be  printed  upon  them. 

11.  I have  further  to  request  of  you,  that  you  allow  the  school,  in  no  case  to 
be  overcrowded,  so  as  either  to  render  disease  liable  to  be  engendered,  or  to 
prevent  the  usual  regularity  or  discipline.  Amongst  the  numerous  applicants 
which  you  may  have,  I have  to  request  that  the  preference  maybe  given  to  the 
poor  orphan,  or  to  those  whose  parents  are  known  to  be  unable  to  prevent 
them  from  starving. 

12.  The  estimates,  registry,  and  other  documents  connected  with  this  charity 
are  to  be  considered  .as  public,  and  should  be  laid  before  any  visitor  entering 
the  school. 

13.  The  master  or  managers  of  the  national  schools  will  forward  all  estimates 
and  documents  of  all  kinds  to  Mr.  Dee,  Inspector  of  Schools,  who  has  been 
land  enough  to  say  that  he  will  examine  them  before  they  come  into  my  hands ; 
and  the  masters  and  managers  of  all  other  schools  will  forward  their  reports 
direct  to  me. 

14.  Finally,  it  must  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  means  placed  at  my 
disposal,  are  exceedingly  limited,  and  that  those  schools  which  are  situated  in 
the  most  distressed  districts  will  always  obtain  a preference.  The  task  of 
apportioning  the  relief  amongst  numerous  applicants,  all  of  them  distressed, 
though  hi  different  degrees,  must  be  invidious  and  seldom  can  give  satisfaction  5 
but  while  I shall  be  ready  at  all  times  to  hear  the  different  claims  of  the  dif- 
ferent schools  and  localities,  and  to  decide  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgr 
ment,  I trust  they  will  remember  that  in  such  cases  there  must  be  an  arbitrator, 
and  as  long  as  he  endeavours  to  perform  his  duty,  it  is  equally  their  duty  to 
support  him  and  to  respect  the  decision  he  may  arrive  at. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  4,  1847. 

In  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  the  relief  afforded 
by  the  British  Association  to  children  attending  schools  in  the  Union,  I am  to 
state  that  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  relief  should  be  given  to  the 
utmost  reasonable  extent  to  children  in  the  Union,  in  the  manner  pointed  out 
by  y°u ; but  at  the  same  time,  as  the  expenditure  of  the  funds  is  not  under  the 
control  of  the  Guardians,  the  Commissioners  do  not  deem  it  within  their 
province,  as  a public  Board,  to  offer  any  opinion  on  the  regulations  as  long  as 
they  do  not  interfere  with  the  proper  working  of  the  new  Irish  Poor  Law. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  desirable  that  you  should  communicate  direct 
■with  Count  Strzelecki  respecting  the  increasing  the  number  of  the  schools. 
At  the  same  time,  in  order  to  prevent  loss  of  time,  the  Commissioners  have 
forwarded  to  the  Count  a copy  of  your  remarks  on  the  subject. 

In  reference  to  your  remarks  on  the  difficulties  which  will  attend  the  adminis- 
tration of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  your  Union,  the  Commissioners 
desire  to  state  that  they  are  fully  sensible  that  those  difficulties  are  of  no 
common  magnitude ; but  at  the  same  time,  they  may  be  in  some  degree  sur- 
mounted by  energy  and  intelligence  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians.  The  Com- 
missioners do  not  contemplate  the  granting  any  out-relief  to  able-bodied  men, 
without  some  test ; and  the  Commissioners  forward  for  your  information  a copy 
con4^iolls  011  which  alone  such  relief  is  to  be  given.  At  the  same  time 
m ^0mnX*SS*0IierS  be  fully  prepared  to  increase  the  number  of  relieving 
officers  to  any  extent  which  you  may  recommend ; and  by  thus  uniting  close 
inspection  with  a test  of  destitution,  as  much  will  be  done  as  the  inherent  diffi- 
culties of  granting  out-relief  to  able-bodied  men  will  permit. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


295 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  30,  1847. 

The  usual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union  took  place, 
this  day. 

Colonel  Stokes  brought  forward  the  resolution  he  had  given  notice  of,  for 
dividing  the  Union  into  two,  which  after  considerable  discussion  was  agreed  to. 

The  furnishing  of  funds  to  build  a workhouse  at  Dingle,  is  the  real  difficulty 
of  this  question. 

The  Guardians  are  in  hopes,  that  the  Government  may  entertain  a favour- 
able view  of  their  case  and  grant  them  pecuniary  aid,  and  involved  as  they 
are  in  enormous  expenses,  with  the  uncertainty  hanging  over  them  as  to  the 
intentions  of  the  Government  about  the  repayment  of  the  advances  under  the 
Temporary  Relief  Act,  I should  doubt  very  much  the  prudence  of  their 
involving  themselves  in  so  heavy  an  expenditure,  however  necessary  such 
an  expenditure  might  be. 

I also  doubt  the  possibility  of  their  obtaining  any  large  loans  from  private 
bodies  or  individuals,  under  their  present  circumstances. 

It  would  be  also  absurd  their  thinking  of  borrowing  from  the  Government,  as 
they  have  not  paid  off  any  of  the  original  loans  for  building  their  house. 

Under  these  circimistanc.es,  I recommend  this  case  to  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  the  Government. 

. A workhouse  at  Dingle  is  positively  necessary  ; humanity  and  the  notorious 
insufficiency  of  the  present  accommodation  require  it.  It  is  also  necessary  that 
the  Union  should  be  divided,  as  it  is  perfectly  impossible  for  the  Board  of 
Guardians  at  Tralee  to  get  through  all  the  work  on  their  hands.  I may  men- 
tion that  to-day,  although  we  had  a very  efficient  Chairman,  we  were  compelled 
to  separate  without  examining  or  signing  a single  relieving  officer’s  Application 
Book ; and  we  cannot  expect  that  Guardians,  sometimes  farmers,  or  men  in 
trade,  will  spare  time  to  come  in  36  miles  to  attend  to  their  Poor  Law  duties. 

I think  if  the  Government  would,  in  such  a case,  grant  an  equal  sum  to  that 
advanced  by  the  Guardians,  they  would  render  considerable  encouragement  to 
Unions  desirous  of  performing  their  duty. 

We  had,  as  usual,  a large  mob  outside  the  house,  who  threw  several  stones 
through  the  windows,  and  when  I left  the  house  they  had  not  dispersed. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  in  order,  finally,  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  the  hire  of  a large  building  to  be  formed  into  an  auxiliary 
workhouse,  capable  of  holding  800  persons ; Mr.  Wilkinson  has  examined  it, 
and  given  us  his  valuable  advice. 

Two  thousand  and  two  hundred  persons  were  returned  from  12  electoral 
divisions  as  receiving  out-door  relief,  and  as  returns  from  six  others  had  not 
come  in,  we  may  estimate  the  number  in  the  whole  Union  at  3100,  or  about 
3^  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population. 

I am  requested  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  accept  your  offer  of  a French 
hand-mill  to  grind  corn. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  4,  1S47. 

The  Commissioners  are  in  communication  with  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  respecting  the  erection  of  a workhouse  at 
Dingle. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  4,  1847, 

With  reference  to  the  Act  10  Vic.,  cap.  31,  section  2, 1 should  be  obliged 
to  you  if  you  would  inform  me  whether  you  consider  the  responsibility 
devolves  upon  me  or  upon  the  Board  of  Guardians,  of  making  the  report  (if 
requisite)  “ that  adequate  accommodation  cannot  be  afforded  to  the  destitute 
“ by  reason  of  want  of  room  in  the  workhouse,”  with  a view  that  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied  may  be  sanctioned. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — December  6,  1847. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  it  is  your  duty,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  to  make  the  report  to  which  you  advert,  when  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  do  so. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners: — December  7,  1847. 

I attended  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  this  day. 

The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  will  show  the  business  done.  The  appoint- 
ment of  a Finance  Committee  generally  to  superintend  the  accounts  connected 
with  the  out-door  relief,  was  made  at  my  suggestion. 

Although  I believe  that  this  will  be  found  to  be  a good  measure,  yet  a great 
deal  of  difficulty  will  still  exist  on  that  head. 

Some  of  the  relieving  officers’  districts  are  30  miles  off,  and  it  is  all  the 
officers  can  do  to  arrive  at  the  workhouse  at  12  o’clock  on  the  Board-day ; 
nevertheless  the  accounts  of  all  their  electoral  divisions  (18  in  number)  have 
to  be  audited  before  night,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  confusion. 

These  relieving  officers  are  compelled  to  lose  two  days  in  the  week,  in 
travelling  to  and  from  the  Board,  a third  day  in  attending  the  Committee  of 
Guardians  in  their  district,  and  have  only  three  days  left  to  issue  the  weekly 
allowances  to  paupers,  and  receive  and  examine  into  all  cases  of  application. 

The  extreme  size  of  this  Union  renders  their  duties  very  severe,  and  puts 
them  to  considerable  expense.  Two  are  threatening  to  resign. 

A case  was  reported  to-day  of  the  able-bodied  in  one  district,  seizing  the 
supplies  intended  for  the  infirm  and  widows.  The  Board  have,  therefore, 
thought  it  more  prudent  that  the  relieving  officers  should  give  checks  for  meal 
on  the  contractors,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  a breach  of  the  peace  in  dis- 
tributing it  themselves. 

I do  not  know  that  there  was  more  confusion  to-day  than  on  any  former  day, 
but  as  usual  there  was  a great  deal.  The  attention  of  the  Guardians  is  also 
constantly  diverted  from  the  relief  of  the  poor,  by  appeals  and  complaints  of 
different  parties  about  their  rates  being  collected.  To-day,  we  had  a case  of 
land  let  in  such  an  intricate  manner,  that  it  occupied  much  time  in  ascertaining 
who  was  liable  to  pay  the  poor-rate,  and  this  is  not  uncommon. 

The  building,  which  was  hired  in  the  preceding  week,  was  so  far  advanced  ill 
fittings  as  to  be  able  to  receive  the  women  from  the  workhouse.  The  verandahs 
also  at  the  back  of  the  hospital  have  been  converted  into  dormitories ; we  were 
thus  enabled  to  offer  additional  accommodation  to  about  300  persons. 

This,  however,  proved  nothing  to  what  was  required. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  give  the  Commissioners  an  idea  of  the  struggle 
which  takes  place,  to  get  admission  into  the  workhouse,  or  the  efforts  made 
by  the  several  Guardians,  that  their  electoral  divisions  obtain  a fair  share  of  the 
boon. 

The  buildings  recently  hired,  when  finished,  will  contain  about  400  more, 
making  a total  workhouse  accommodation  for  about  1800,  without  crowding. 

The  number  of  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  may  be  estimated  at  about 
5000.  The  number  of  children  fed  in  schools  by  the  British  Association  may 
be  estimated  at  2300. 

Total  number  fed  gratuitously  will  be  about  9100. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners: — December  12,  1847. 

On  our  last  Board  day  the  collector  of  poor-rates  in  the  Dingle  district 
stated  that  a large  amount  of  rates  was  irrecoverable,  in  consequence  of  many  of 
the  tenantry  having  omitted  to  sow  their  lands  this  year  (through  poverty),  and 
having  nothing  whatever  which  he  could  distrain. 

I recommended  the  Board  of  Guardians  not  to  receive  any  more  verbal  state- 
ments of  that  nature,  but  to  desire  the  collector  to  make  a written  report  of  each 
individual  case  in  which  he  could  not  collect  the  rates  which  were  due. 

I beg,  however,  to  ask  the  question,  supposing  that  his  statement  is  true,  who 
becomes  liable  for  the  rates  on  such  land  ? 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  297 

Reply  to  the  foregoing: — December  18, 1847. 

The  occupier  continues  liable,  and  the  rate  can  be  recovered  from  him  at 
any  time  subsequently,  when  there  is  a distress  on  the  premises ; the  rate  may 
likewise  be  recovered  from  any  subsequent  occupier,  provided  it  is  duly  carried 
forward  as  arrear. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  12,  1847. 

I beg  to  request  information  on  the  following  question : — 

Mr.  Walpole,  a Poor  Law  Guardian  and  tenant  farmer,  is  about  to  bring 
forward  a resolution  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  a re-valuation  of  the  whole 
Union. 

His  argument  is,  that  the  rates  have  increased  so  much  since  the  original 
valuation,  that  the  net  annual  value  of  all  property  has  diminished  in  a similar 
ratio  (1  and  2 Viet.  cap.  56,  sec.  64). 

His  real  reason  is,  that  supposing  the  rents  to  remain  the  same,  whilst  the  Poor 
Law  valuation  has  fallen,  the  tenant  under  the  same  Act,  section  74,  would  be 
enabled  to  deduct  so  much  more  from  the  rent  of  the  landlord. 

I believe  that  the  landlords  and  agents  will  oppose  a re-valuation  for  the  same 
reasons  exactly,  as  Mr.  Walpole  is  anxious  that  a re-valuation  should  take  place. 

Mr.  Roach,  the  valuator,  is  a respectable  man,  but  a tenant  farmer  I believe,  or 
certainly  closely  connected  with  the  tenants  in  this  Union.  He  has  expressed 
publicly  before. me  a strong  opinion  that  a re-valuation  should  take  place,  and  also 
as  distinctly  said,  that  he  would  reduce  the  valuation  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  poor-rates. 

I should  propose  recommending  the  landlord  section  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
to  consent  to  a re-valuation,  if  a strong  number  of  the  tenant  farmers  thought 
it  just. 

I should  recommend  them  to  apply  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  appoint 
a valuator,  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Roach,  disqualified  from  having  expressed  an  opinion  on 
the  subject,  from  holding  land  in  the  Union,  and  being  closely  connected  in  family 
with  the  class  of  tenant  farmers.  I should  also  state,  that  I thought  it  extremely 
desirable,  if  another  valuation  must  take  place,  that  Mr.  Roach’s  valuation  (the 
only  one  existing  of  this  Union)  should  be  checked  by  another  valuator. 

I should  then  point  out  to  the  tenant  farmers,  that  the  present  valuation  being 
generally  lower  than  the  rents  paid  to  the  most  liberal  landlords,  it  might  be 
possible  that  another  valuator  would  raise  instead  of  lower  it;  and  then  ask  them 
whether  it  is  wise,  at  a heavy  expense,  to  disturb  the  existing  order  of  things. 

I have  so  little  experience  on  this  most  difficult  subject  that  I am  anxious  to 
have  the  advice  of  the  Commissioners  as  to  my  line  of  conduct. 

The  same  arguments  which  Mr.  Walpole  has  advanced  must  have  been  advanced 
by  other  parties  in  different  parts  of  Ireland,  and  as  the  subject  cannot  be  new  to 
the  Commissioners,  I should  be  obliged  to  them  for  any  information  which  they 
could  afford. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  18,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  concur  in  the  views  expressed  in  your  communication, 
and  they  will  be  prepared  to  take  on  themselves  the  appointment  of  a valuator, 
under  the  7th  section  of  6 and  7 Viet.  cap.  92,  in  the  event  of  the  Guardians 
making  application  for  a re-valuation  of  the  Union. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  inform  the  Guardians,  should  you  see  fit,  that  the  Com- 
missioners are  prepared  to  take  this  course,  as  the  one  which  is  most  likely  to  be 
satisfactory  and  to  reconcile  conflicting  interests. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  14,  1847. 

The  Board  met  punctually  at  12  o’clock  this  day,  and  formed  two  Com- 
mittees, whilst  the  ordinary  routine  duties  were  carried  on  as  usual  by  the 
remaining  members  present,  who  formed  the  Board. 

The  Finance  Committee  undertook  the  examination  of  the  bills  presented  for 
payment,  and  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  relieving  officers. 
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Three  relieving  officers  had  their  boohs  in  proper  order,  whilst  the  rest  differed 
in  a degree,  varying  from  very  bad  to  indifferent. 

This  was  the  first  meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee  under  the  new  system, 
and  the  result  will  soon  show  a material  improvement  in  the  keeping  of  the  books 
and  accounts. 

The  other  Committee  examined  and  admitted  fresh  applicants  for  out-door 
relief. 

The  Board,  in  the  mean  time,  proceeded  to  admit  paupers  into  the  house. 
There  were  120  vacancies  chiefly  caused  by  the  newly  hired  buildings  receiving 
more  of  the  children  of  the  house,  and  here  followed  a scene  of  confusion  seldom 
witnessed. 

The  paupers  themselves  strove  in  every  way  to  rush  in,  whilst  the  Guardians 
made  use  of  all  their  vehemence  and  eloquence  to  get  as  many  in  from  their  own 
districts  as  they  could. 

The  day  was  far  spent  when  this  matter  was  arranged,  and  after  conversation 
and  resolutions,  which  appear  on  the  minutes,  the  Board  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

The  principal  event  of  the  past  week  is  the  fast  increasing  destitution  ; whole 
districts  of  the  country  seem  to  have  become  masses  of  paupers.  The  relieving 
officers  in  two  instances  were  plundered  of  their  meal,  and,  in  others,  had  to  give 
some  to  able-bodied  men  to  be  a guard,  and  protect  the  remainder;  and  one 
relieving  officer,  frightened  at  his  duty,  has  resigned. 

I cannot  conceal  from  myself  that  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  should  he 
no  longer  delayed,  but  I would  rather  that  the  Commissioners  delayed  issuing  the 
order  for  a limited  period  longer,  in  order  to  allow  the  Poor  Law  Guardians,  who 
really  are  well  inclined,  to  take  the  initiative  in  reporting  it  themselves. 

In  the  meantime,  the  relief  now  going  on  is  exceedingly  extensive.  The 
Guardians,  in  and  out  of  the  house,  cannot  be  feeding  less  than  7000,  and  the 
British  Association,  through  me,  are  feeding  in  schools  3,000.  Thus  10,000  are 
receiving  relief  in  a population  of  90,000,  but  yet  that  really  seems  to  have  no 
effect. 

This  day  I opposed  the  establishment  of  a branch  house  at  Dingle.  The 
Guardians  have  recently  hired  a building  at  Tralee,  capable  of  holding  800,  and 
admirably  adapted  in  every  respect  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  required ; yet 
extensive  alterations  and  repairs  are  necessary,  and  notwithstanding  my  daily 
presence,  urging  on  the  workmen,  seconded  by  Captain  Fairfield,  a most  active 
Guardian,  14  days  have  elapsed,  and  the  building  is  only  half  occupied,  and 
another  14  must  elapse  before  the  remainder  will  be  ready  for  use.  The  expense 
of  fitting  it  up  and  buying  the  necessary  clothes  and  bedding  will  not  be  under  10001. 

No  house  at  Dingle  could  be  so  favourably  circumstanced,  and  none  so  closely 
watched  by  me  and  the  Board,  and  if  one  were  hived  a new  and  untrained  staff 
must  be  provided;  yet  these  arrangements  could  not  be  completed  under  two 
months,  and  a vast  sum  of  the  available  funds  of  the  house  would  be  spent  on  an 
expensive  establishment. 

It  would  be  better  for  us  to  go  on  hiring  buildings  at  Tralee  than  commence 
again  elsewhere.  My  great  fear  in  the  out-of-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  is  lest 
the  Guardians,  compelled  by  fear,  or  driven  on  by  charitable  motives,  should 
throw  so  much  duty  on  the  relieving  officers  as  to  crush  these  officers  at  once. 

If  it  were  legal,  I would  suggest  that  the  Commissioners  should  limit  their 
permission  to  give  out-of-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  to  the  present  inmates  of 
the  house.  The  effect  of  which  would  he  that  we  should  clear  the  house  of  all  at 
present  in  it,  and  offer  the  house  again  to  all  applicants.  If  necessary,  this  order 
could  again  be  renewed,  and  out-of-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  creep  on,  I think, 
in  a safe  and  gradual  manner. 

We  have  every  difficulty  to  contend  with  in  carrying  out  the  Poor  Law,  but 
chiefly  the  size  and  shape  of  the  Union,  and,  secondly,  the  incapacity  of  the 
relieving  officers ; and  although  the  Commissioners  might  allow  us  to  increase 
their  numbers,  it  is  efficient  men,  and  not  increased  numbers  which  we  require. 
Then  the  system  of  Committees  sitting  at  Dingle  and  Castleisland,  and  reporting 
to  the  Board,  works  but  indifferently,  and  on  the  Board-days  the  confusion  is  over- 
whelming, so  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  through  business. 

The  collectors  with  their  accounts,  the  relieving  officers  with  theirs,  the  master 
and  his  accounts,  deputations  of  clergymen  and  others,  all  crowded  in  a building 
large  enough  for  its  original  purpose,  but  too  small  for  this,  with  a mob  outside, 
really  can  be  more  easily  imagined  than  described. 
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I can  assure  the  Commissioners  my  belief  is,  that  in  a Union  of  this  kino  there 
must  be  one  or  more  paid  Guardians,  not  to  supersede  the  elected,  but  to  work  in 
conjunction  with  them  (the  same  as  paid  magistrates  sit  on  the  same  bench  as 
unpaid),  and  whilst  the  pressure  continues,  to  form  a Board-day  every  day  in  the 
week ; there  is  really  work  for  a Board  every  day,  and  no  unpaid  men,  having 
other  duties,  can  be  expected  to  give  up  the  necessary  time.  The  peculiar  situation 
I hold  as  Inspector  prevents  me  from  taking  an  active  part.  My  duties  are  limited^ 
to  inspect,  advise,  and  report.  But  one  paid  Guardian,  having  the  confidence  ot 
the  Board,  and  able  between  their  sittings  to  hold,  with  their  concurrence,  all 
their  power,  is  the  person  now  required.  The  Commissioners  may,  however,  rely 
on  my  doing  all  that  I can  to  assist. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  18,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  division  of  the  Board  into  Committees,  one  of  which 
Committees  undertook  the  examination  of  the  relieving  officers’  books,  I am  to 
enclose,  for  your  information,  a copy  of  a letter  addressed  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Tipperary  Union,  which  contains  the  Commissioners  views  in 
regard  to  the  appointment  of  such  Committees. 

In  reference  to  your  statement  of  the  destitution  at  present  existing  in  the 
Union,  the  Commissioners  have  deemed  it  right  to  issue  an  Order,  authorizing 
out-door  relief  in  food  to  the  following  classes  : — 

1.  Widows  with  one  child  dependent  on  them  respectively. 

2.  Children  whose  parents  are  both  dead. 

3.  Able-bodied  men,  one  or  more  members  of  whose  families,  dependent  on 

them  for  support,  are  affected  by  severe  sickness  or  serious  accident. 

As  regards  your  suggestion,  that  there  should  be  one  or  more  paid  Guardians, 
not  to  supersede,  but  to  work  in  conjunction  with  the  present  Board,  I am  to 
state  that  the  proposition  could  not  be  carried  into  effect  in  the  present  state  of  the 
law. 


Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  : — October  8,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  proceedings  at  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Tipperary  Union,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  at  which  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  appoint 
Sub-Committees  to  examine  the  lists  of  the  different  relieving  officers,  I am  directed  by  the 
Commissioners  to  state  that,  as  a general  rule,  they  deem  it  undesirable  that  a Board  of 
Guardians  should  be  subdivided  into  Committees  for  the  purposes  of  deciding  on  applications 
for  relief,  inasmuch  as  fewer  abuses  are  likely  to  arise,  if  the  cases  are  decided  on  by  the  whole 
Board. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  are  aware  that  the  amount  of  labour  thrown  on  the 
Guardians  may  be  so  great  as  to  render  it  necessary,  for  the  due  despatch  of  public  business, 
that  a division  or  even  divisions  of  the  Board  should  take  place. 

There  is  one  suggestion,  however,  which  the  Commissioners  desire  to  make  on  the  subject, 
which  they  recommend  the  Guardians  strictly  to  act  on,  viz.,  that  in  all  divisions  or  Sub- 
Committees  of  the  Board,  one  Guardian  at  least  should  be  associated  who  is  not  of  the 
particular  district  from  which  the  applicants  come  whose  cases  are  to  be  investigated  by  such 
divisions  or  Sub-Committees  respectively. 

The  Commissioners  have  to  add  that  no  such  Sub-Committee  or  division  should  consist  of 
less  than  three  members. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners: — December  15,  1847. 

The  only  thing  of  importance  which  took  place  at  our  adjourned  meet- 
ing was  the  re-affirmation  of  the  desire  of  the  Guardians,  to  establish  a branch 
workhouse  at  Dingle. 

I have  very  serious  doubts  as  to  the  practical  working  of  this  measure ; I 
doubt  our  obtaining  a store-house  large  enough  for  any  useful  purpose ; I doubt 
its  being  made  available  in  time  to  prevent  out-door  relief ; and,  above  all,  I 
doubt  the  character  of  the  Guardians,  on  whom  the  working  of  this  measure 
must  devolve. 

But  the  Guardians  having  twice  unanimously  carried  it,  I deemed  it  my 
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Tralee  Union.  auty  t g inform  them  that  they  had  full  power  to  act,  without  forwarding  or 

rather  waiting  an  answer  to  their  resolution. 

They,  however,  resolved  on  doing  nothing  until  they  heard  from  the  Com- 
missioners. 

The  Commissioners  will  remember  that  the  Guardians  have  desired  that 
this  Union  shall  be  divided. 

In  taking  this  temporary  accommodation,  would  the  Commissioners  wish  me 
to  consider  it  as  the  basis  of  the  new  Union  ? 

In  the  event  of  our  meeting  with  a factory,  or  some  old  house  which  with 
some  alteration  could  be  turned  into  a permanent  workhouse,  would  the  Com- 
missioners allow  the  alterations  and  arrangements  to  be  immediately  com- 
menced with  that  ultimate  view  ? 

And  in  arranging  the  staff,  shall  we  commence  with  temporary  appoint- 
ments, with  a view  of  making  them  permanent,  if  the  persons  prove  competent 
to  perform  their  duty  ? 

Foreseeing  that  the  present  workhouse  accommodation  would  he  insufficient 
for  some  years  hr  Tralee,  I have  persuaded  the  Guardians  to  rent  the  building 
they  have  hired  for  at  least  seven  years,  and  to  alter  it  with  a view  to  its  per- 
manent occupation.  When  it  is  completed  it  will  be  very  perfect  with  sleeping 
accommodation,  day-school,  and  dining-rooms  for  800  or  900,  and  with  in- 
firmary, master’s  rooms,  porter’s  rooms,  probationary  ward,  and  offices  complete ; 
boys’  and  girls’  yard  enclosed  by  a high  stone  wall. 

The  expense  of  this  has  been  heavy,  but  it  will  be  worth  it ; and  if  the  Com- 
missioners would  wish  buildings  on  the  same  complete  scale  and  plan  to  be 
taken  at  Dingle,  of  course  I could  try  to  obtain  them ; but  if  it  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a temporary  arrangement,  I could  not  recommend  the  Guardians  to 
lay  out  so  much  money. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  IS,  1847. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  the  circumstance  that  the  dis- 
tance of  Dingle  from  Tralee  workhouse  is  so  great,  is  paramount  to  all  other 
considerations,  and  counterbalances  the  weighty  objections  which  you  have 
adduced  to  the  establishment  of  a workhouse  at  Dingle. 

The  course  which  the  Commissioners  would  recommend  the  Guardians  to 
adopt,  is  to  take  measures  for  erecting  a new  workhouse  at  Dingle.  The 
erection  of  such  a workhouse  would  be  an  essential  condition  to  the  Commis- 
sioners entertaining  the  proposition  of  dividing  the  Tralee  Union  into  two 
Unions,  for  they  could  not  deem  it  right  to  form  a separate  Union  with  Dingle 
for  a centre,  if  such  Union,  when  formed,  were  to  be  without  workhouse 
accommodati  on. 

The  Commissioners  will  thank  you,  therefore,  to  communicate  the  above 
views  to  the  Tralee  Guardians,  and  to  recommend  them  to  take  into  their 
serious  consideration  the  propriety  of  building  a new  workhouse  at  Dingle, 
capable  of  containing  as  many  inmates  as  could  be  relieved  in  it  lrom  the 
district  of  which  Dingle  is  the  natural  centre. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners: — January  4,  1848.’ 

I have  the  honour  to  report  to  you  that  I attended  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  this  day. 

The  first  statement  of  importance  which  came  before  them  was  made  by  me. 

I reminded  the  Board  that  two  months  ago,  on  my  arrival  at  Tralee,  great 
destitution  prevailed  in  the  Union ; that  the  meetings  of  the  Board  were  inva- 
riably interrupted  by  large  mobs  of  distressed  people  seeking  for  admissions 
into  the  house,  that  the  house  was  full ; that  the  relieving  officers  had  been 
appointed,  but  were  utterly  untrained,  and  nothing  was  done  towards  bringing 
out-of-door  relief  into  operation ; and  that  under  these  circumstances,  and  fore- 
seeing the  enormous  mass  of  business  which  must  fall  upon  them,  I had  deter- 
mined in  every  way  in  my  power  to  assist  them. 

That  we  had,  since  that  period,  cleared  the  house  of  all  infirm  persons,  and 
widows  with  two  or  more  legitimate  children,  and  filled  their  places  with 
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able-bodied ; that  we  had  hired  and  were  fitting  up  a building  calculated  to 
hold  900  persons ; that  the  verandahs  in  the  old  workhouse  had  been  enclosed, 
fever  sheds  since  rendered  secure,  the  dormitories  measured,  and  the  numbers 
each  was  to  hold  painted  on  the  door,  to  prevent  over-crowding ; that  the  children 
had  been  turned  out  of  the  house,  and  fresh  alterations  made  calculated  to 
increase  the  accommodation ; that  the  clothes  and  utensils  of  the  house  had 
been  examined,  and  a general  repair  taken  place  in  the  store,  and  other  depart- 
ments generally ; and  that,  finally,  the  out-of-door  relief  was  brought  into 
operation,  and  that  the  relieving  officers  had  commenced  in  some  degree  to 
understand  their  duties. 

I then  reminded  them  that,  in  carrying  into  effect  these  alterations,  I had 
acted  more  as  if  I was  a paid  Guardian  than  an  Inspector  only  ; and  that  the 
result  has  been  that  a considerable  misapprehension  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
duties  I had  to  perform  had  gone  abroad. 

I then  pointed  out  that  my  instructions  in  no  case  authorized  me  to  release 
the  Board  of  Guardians  from  any  part  of  their  legitimate  functions,  and  that 
the  Board  were  in  no  case  authorized  to  yield  them  up  to  me,  or  to  any  one 
else ; and  that  seeing  the  state  of  the  country  was  such  that  the  Board  of 
Guardians  would  be  enabled  to  manage  their  own  affairs,  I had  come  to  the 
determination  that  I was  not  justified  in  co-operating  with  them  so  actively  as  I 
had  done,  and  that  the  time  was  now  coming  when  they  must  be  prepared  to 
take  the  whole  burden  on  their  own  shoulders. 

I hope  the  Commissioners  will  agree  in  the  general  view  I have  taken  of 
my  own  position  here.  My  first  object  was,  to  force  relief  into  operation  as 
rapidly  as  I could ; and  my  object  now  is,  to  make  the  Board  take  it  on  their 
own  hands. 

I have  so  often  reported  upon  the  extraordinary  press  of  business  which  there 
always  is  on  a Board  day,  and  on  the  difficulty  that  there  is  in  carrying  out 
out-of-door  relief  in  so  large  a Union,  that  the  Commissioners  must  not  con- 
ceive that  I believe  a Board  of  Guardians  in  Ireland  capable  of  managing  such 
a system  on  so  large  a scale,  without  some  directing  or  controlling  assistance ; 
but  when  the  law  did  not  authorize  any  assistance  of  that  nature,  I felt  that  I 
was  no  longer  justified  in  offering  it,  when  the  extraordinary  cause  which  had 
required  it  had  ceased.  For  instance,  to  take  the  relieving  officer  of  Ventry, 
which  is  33  miles  from  Tralee.  He  travels  to  Tralee  on  Monday,  to  pass  his 
accounts.  Tuesday,  he  waits  the  orders  of  the  Board.  Wednesday,  he  returns. 
Thursday,  distributes  relief.  Friday,  attends  Committee  of  Guardians  at 
Dingle.  Saturday,  receives  applications,  visits  houses  of  applicants,  and  investi- 
gates their  cases. 

When  we  consider  the  discretion  which  should  actuate  a relieving  officer  in 
his  decisions,  we  must  allow  that  we  are  not  likely  to  attain  that  if  we  give  him 
so  much  bodily  work. 

For  another  example,  to  show  how  bad  these  large  Unions  are,  the  Commis- 
sioners will  remember  that  I have  reported  that  the  pressure  for  in-door  relief 
has  been  diminishing,  and  again  to-day,  although  all  our  vacancies  were  readily 
filled  up,  yet  we  had  not  a great  many  to  send  off. 

Co-existing  with  this,  the  destitution  in  the  distant  divisions  is  increasing. 
If  we  had  a workhouse  at  Dingle  capable  of  holding  1500,  it  would  be  filled  in 
a day ; but  it  is  never  worth  while  for  this  1500  to  travel  into  Tralee  for  the 
chance  of  admission,  to  return  again  if  refused. 

Another  feature  in  the  present  out-of-door  relief,  is  the  constantly  increasing 
numbers. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  8,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  statement  regarding  the  part  which  you  have 
hitherto  taken  in  the  administration  of  relief  in  the  Union,  I am  to  state  that 
the  Commissioners  agree  in  your  general  views  on  the  subject,  and  they  think 
that  you  should  on  no  account  undertake  to  discharge  the  duties  which  are 
devolved  by  the  Legislature  upon  Boards  of  Guardians. 


Tralee  Union. 
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Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners  -.—January  II,  1843. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  I attended  the  Board  of  Guardians 
this  day. 

I am  sorry  to  state,  that  the  number  of  applicants  for  in-door  relief  had 
increased  very  seriously.  The  Board,  however,  were  able  to  receive  100  ; but 
very  many  had  to  return  again  to  their  homes. 

The  Board  have  determined  to  prosecute  Mr.  Manning,  Poor  Law  Guardian, 
for  being  concerned  in  supplying  meal  of  a bad  and  deleterious  description  lor 
out-of-door  relief  at  Dingle. 

The  serious  business  of  the  day  was  the  consideration  of  the  out-of-door 
relief.  Captain  Fairfield,  as  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  made  a long 
and  able  report  to  the  Board,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  a copy  ol 
which  I will  send  to  you. 

Our  real  difficulty  was  the  Dingle  district.  The  relieving  officer  of  Ballina- 
courty  was  there,  with  his  Application  Book  full  of  names ; but  there  was  no 
district  Guardian  Avho  knew  anything  of  the  cases.  He  stated  that  in  the 
Dingle  district,  the  out-of-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  was  in  operation;  and 
because  he  would  not  give  to  any  one  who  was  not  initialed,  his  life  had  been 
threatened. 

Charges  were  brought  against  the  relieving  officer  of  the  Dingle  district,  and 
proved:  1st,  that  persons  were  in  receipt  of  relief  who  held  land;  2nd,  that 
women  were  returned  as  widows  who  were  not  ; 3rd,  that  some  families 
received  relief  three  or  four  times  over,  under  different  names  ; and,  4th,  that 
he  had  allowed  the  contractors  at  Dingle  to  supply  bad  meal  to  the  paupers, 
without  reporting  it  to  the  Board.  On  finding  himself  thus  hard  pressed,  he 
resigned  his  situation. 

Meantime,  the  Dingle  books  were  half  uninitialed,  and  no  one  at  the  Board 
who  knew  the  district  appeared  ready  to  examine  them. 

The  Commissioners’  letter  on  the  subject  of  building  a workhouse  at  Dingle, 
naturally  brought  the  question  fully  before  the  Board. 

Mr.  Guy,  a Dingle  Guardian,  brought  forward  a resolution  to  have  paid 
Guardians  at  Dingle;  Mr.  Hussey  mentioned  to  me  that  he  had  communicated 
since  the  morning  with  several  persons  holding  property,  and  that  they  were  in 
favour  of  it. 

I then  told  the  Board  the  plan  which  I had  laid  before  the  Commissioners — 
of  immediately  dividing  the  Union,  with  paid  Guardians  at  Dingle.  I added 
that  I considered  paid  Guardians  essential  for  Dingle  at  present,  inasmuch  as 
it  was  a very  serious  affair  starting  a Union  in  these  times  with  only  hired 
houses,  and  with  all  the  officers  to  teach ; and  because  a heavy  expenditure  in 
purchasing  the  necessary  outfit  was  immediately  necessary ; and  I did  not  think 
the  Board,  while  prosecuting  one  Guardian  for  fraud,  and  having  a grave  case 
of  suspicion  against  another,  would  like  to  spend  their  money  entirely  on  their 
recommendation. 

The  whole  of  these  observations  was  assented  to,  and  the  only  remark  was 
that  the  Castlegregory  electoral  division  should  belong  to  the  Dingle  Union, 
and  not  to  Tralee,  on  the  ground  that  the  Dingle  Union  would  have  an  esta- 
blishment to  support  on  too  few  electoral  divisions,  to  which  I urged  that 
although  Castlegregory  was  exactly  half-way  between  Dingle  and  Tralee,  it  was 
nearer  Tralee,  as  there  was  a high  mountain  which  divided  it  from  Dingle; 
and  as  Tralee  had  now  workhouse  accommodation  for  2000,  and  would  have 
for  2400,  while  Dingle  would  only  have  for  600,  the  bulk  of  the  population 
should  be  thrown  on  Tralee  ; but  I think  the  question  is  one  which  the  Com- 
missioners had  better  consider. 

On  the  whole,  the  Board  reqested  me  to  communicate  fully  and  openly 
with  the  Commissioners  for  them,  stating  that  I was  as  fully  aware  of  their 
situation  and  difficulties  as  they  were  themselves,  and  that  they  would  delay 
taking  any  steps  about  signing  the  required  document  to  procure  them  a loan 
of  money  to  build  the  Dingle  house,  until  the  wishes  of  the  Commissioners  were 
more  fully  expressed. 

The  Board  would  then  wish  to  know,  1st.  What  the  Commissioners  will  do 
about  dividing  the  Union  ? 

2nd.  In  the  event  of  its  being  divided,  will  the  Dingle  Union  be  responsible 
for  the  money  for  their  house,  if  the  Tralee  remains  responsible  for  theirs  ? 
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3rd.  Or  will  the  sum  spent  on  both  houses  be  charged  evenly  on  both  Unions, 
according  to  valuation  ? 

4th.  In  the  event  of  the  Union  not  being  divided,  how  will  the  establishment 
charges  of  the  new  house  be  apportioned  ? 

5th.  If  the  Guardians  sign  it  in  its  present  state,  will  it  remain  a charge  on 
the  entire  Union  ? 

As  my  communication  of  January  7,  which  I requested  the  Commissioners 
to  consider  “ confidential,”  has  been  publicly  acknowledged  to  be  true,  the 
Commissioners  can  make  any  use  they  please  of  it ; and  I forward  a letter 
from  Mr.  Chute,  agent  to  Lord  Ventry,  to  Captain  Fairfield,  narrating  the  pro- 
ceedings at  Dingle,  which  I request  the  Commissioners  will  return  to  me  after 
perusal. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  15,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  applied  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty’s  Treasury  for  permission  to  appoint  a special  Inspector  at  Dingle ; 
and  they  trust  that  such  an  appointment,  together  with  the  exposure  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  which  has  taken  place,  and  the  prosecution  which 
the  Board  have  determined  to  institute  against  Mr.  Manning,  a Guardian,  for 
being  concerned  in  supplying  meal  for  out-door  relief  at  Dingle,  will  have  a 
salutary  effect,  and  tend  to  produce  a more  correct  course  of  proceeding  in 
future. 

As  regards  the  out-door  relief,  the  Commissioners  await  the  report  of 
Captain  Fairfield,  of  which  you  state  you  will  forward  a copy. 

With  reference  to  the  case  of  the  Dingle  relieving  officer,  the  Commissioners 
will  feel  obliged  by  your  informing  them  whether  you  consider  that  the 
charges  against  him  were  proved,  and  whether,  in  your  opinion,  his  resignation 
should  be  accepted,  or  the  Commissioners  should  mark  their  sense  of  his 
conduct,  by  issuing  a formal  order  for  his  dismissal. 

Mr.  Chute’s  letter  to  Captain  Fairfield,  which  accompanied  your  report,  is 
herewith  returned  in  accordance  with  your  request. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners: — January  15,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I arrived  at  Dingle  from  Tralee  on 
the  13th  instant ; and,  in  continuation  of  my  reports  of  the  7th  and  11th  instant, 
I beg  to  give  the  following  particulars : — 

Mr.  Richard  Chute  waited  upon  me,  and  put  into  my  hands  the  accompanying 
document,  marked  No.  1.  The  only  remark  which  i have  to  make  upon  it  is, 
that  it  was  drawn  out  by  a farmer,  who  was  afraid  to  give  up  his  name  ; but  the 
writing,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  arranged,  prove  that,  under  a better  order 
of  things,  Poor  Law  Guardians  could  be  obtained  even  in  these  districts. 

Mr.  Richard  Chute  reiterated  his  complaints  against  the  Dingle  Committee  of 
Guardians,  charging  them  with  general  inefficiency,  misappropriation  ol  the  relief, 
and  costing  the  electoral  division  a large  sum  of  money. 

The  Rev.  M.  Devine,  the  intelligent  parish  priest  of  the  district,  waited  upon 
me,  and  repeated  Mi*.  Chute’s  assertion,  and,  without  my  hinting  that  I have 
reported  in  favour  of  paid  Guardians,  earnestly  requested  me  to  obtain  them. 

Lord  Ventry,  and  Mr.  Hussey,  a gentleman  of  property,  expressed  their  desire 
to  have  paid  Guardians,  for  the  same  reason. 

I attended  the  Committee  on  this  day,  and  repeated  what  had  been  charged 
against  them  ; no  one  denied  that  abuses  of  a grave  nature  had  taken  place,  but 
urged  in  extenuation  the  difficulty  of  carrying  out  the  system  of  relief,  using  the 
same  arguments  which  I advanced  to  the  Commissioners  in  my  letter  ot  the 
4th  instant. 

I watched  the  mode  of  doing  business,  and  nothing  could  exceed  the  irregu- 
larity. Putting  aside  any  dishonest  motive  which  some  parties  may  have  had  in 
screening  these  abuses,  I do  not  think  that  the  Committee  have  business-like  habits 
enough,  or  energy  to  contend  with  their  extraordinary  difficulties.  I may  say 


Tralee  Union. 
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that  tlie  personal  attendance  of  paupers  who  required  relief  was  no  longer  required ; 
a scrap  of  paper,  signed  by  any  farmer,  certifying  that  the  applicant  was  in  distress, 
was  sufficient;  names  were  entered  down  on  the  books  without  the  date  of  the 
order,  or  duration  of  relief  being  mentioned ; and  relief  administered  in  that 
manner,  without  the  sanction  of  the  Tralee  Board  of  Guardians. 

I should  not,  in  these  times,  and  under  the  peculiar  difficulties  of  this  Union, 
have  been  over  severe  at  any  digression  from  the  strict  letter  of  the  law,  provided 
such  became  necessary,  and  was  done  with  an  honest  intention ; but  when  I went 
outside,  and  saw  people  dying  at  the  door,  and  knew  that  the  relief  was  jobbed 
away  inside,  it  certainly  filled  me  with  indignation. 

Three  women  were  laying  down  exhausted,  with  death  on  their  countenances ; 
so  much  so,  that,  instead  of  relief,  the  dispensary  medical  officer  was  sent  for. 

I directed  provisional  relief  to  be  administered  immediately  to  several,  including 
able-bodied,  to  save  their  lives,  and  then  we  commenced  the  usual  routine  business, 
conducting  it  myself;  and  in  a short  time  the  Committee  were  compelled  to 
acknowledge  that  more  had  been  done  in  one  hour  by  me  than  they  could  have 
done  in  four  themselves. 

The  miserable  state  of  many  of  the  poor  in  their  district,  the  acknowledgment 
of  abuses,  the  knowledge  that  public  feeling  will  assuredly,  at  some  time  or 
other,  call  them  to  account,  and  a feeling  of  their  own  inefficiency,  weighed  with 
them  ; and,  after  a short  debate,  they  passed  the  accompanying  resolution,  marked 
No.  2. 

The  Commissioners  may  now  rest  assured  that  the  immediate  division  of  the 
Union,  and  the  appointment  of  paid  Guardians  at  Dingle,  would  be  the  most 
wished-for  consummation  that  would  be  desired ; and  I have  ascertained  that  two 
stores,  capable  of  holding  300  paupers  each,  could  be  immediately  hired,  pending 
the  erection  of  a workhouse.  1 know  that  the  money  given  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians  lor  these  divisions  is  superabundant  for  their  necessities  ; but  if  it  is 
not  differently  administered  the  consequences  will  be  too  apparent. 

Although  I have  been  compelled  to  censure  in  the  strongest  manner  this 
Committee,  I must  allow  their  difficulties  have  been  unequalled  ; but  nothing  can 
excuse  dishonest  intentions : and,  although  I have  said  that  several  severe  cases  of 
distress  came  before  us,  I am  bound  to  report  that  the  health  of  the  general  popu- 
lation, as  one  sees  in  the  streets,  has  improved  ; and  Mr.  Herbert,  the  member  for 
the  county,  who  travelled  with  me,  and  went  to  the  western  districts  of  Ventry, 
Drumlin,  and  Drumquin,  reports  that,  though  the  people  seemed  sunk  in  abject 
poverty,  such  as  he  never  witnessed  before,  they  had  not  a remarkable  unhealthy 
appearance. 

There  is  no  gentleman  in  Ireland  whose  opinions  I would  sooner  take  on  these 
or  any  other  points  than  Mr.  Herbert’s. 


Enclosures. 


No.  1. 

^ist  Persons  having  Land  and  Stock,  and  drawing  False  Tickets  under  Fictitious 
Names,  and  all  in  consequence  of  the  mismanagement  of  the  Relieving  Officer,  Edward 
Moriarty, 


Denomination. 


Doonshean 


Beenbawn 


Ballinvouny  . . 

Ballybowler  . . 


Names. 


Observations. 


John  Minihan  . . . 

Thomas  Leehy  . . . 

John  Quin  .... 
Dennis  Currane 

M ichael  Connor  . . 

John  Nelligan  . . . 

Michael  Nelligan  . 

Widow  Griffin  . 

Mary  Brosnehan,  widow. 

Patrick  Kennedy  • , 


Holding  the  grass  of  two  cows. 

Holding  the  grass  of  two  cows. 

Holding  the  grass  of  two  cows. 

Is  worth  money ; and  three  tickets  every  week  under 
false  names. 

Is  getting  a ticket  every  week  for  meal,  and  also,  his 
wife  is  drawing  meal  under  the  name  of  widow. 

Is  also,  himself  and  wife  doing  same. 

There  are  three  of  this  family  drawing  meal  on  three 
tickets. 

This  woman’s  family  is  getting  three  tickets  every 
week. 

Is  getting  four  tickets  every  week  for  four  in  family  ; 
drawing  twelve  stone  of  meal. 

Has  land  and  stock.  Gets  a ticket  for  himself  frdin 
Ballybowler,  and  also  another  ticket  for  himself 
from  Ballyristeen. 
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A List  of  Persons  having  Land  and  Stock,  and  drawing  False  Tickets — continued. 


Denomination. 

Names. 

Observations. 

Reenbee  . . . 

Caumbowler  . 
Beeubawn 

Johanna  Lynch,  widow  . 

James  Conner  . 

Patrick  Sullivan 
Mary  Kellehen  . 

Widow  Han i fin 
Thomas  Sullivan.  . 

Corney  Sullivn 

Dennis  Nelligan  . . 

Is  also  getting  a ticket  from  Ballybowler,  and  another 
from  Greenlane  every  week. 

Has  land  and  stock,  and  is  drawing  meal. 

Has  grass  of  a cow,  and  is  getting  meal. 

This  woman’s  family  is  drawing  four  tickets. 

This  woman  is  also  drawing  three  tickets. 

This  man  holds  the  grass  of  three  cows,  having  only 
two  in  family  and  drawing  meal. 

This  man  holds  the  grass  of  three  cows ; he  is  a single 
man,  and  is  drawing  meal  for  his  servants. 

Sold  two  cows,  and  ten  pounds  worth  of  corn  this 
year,  and  is  drawing  meal. 

There  are  several  other  cases  of  this  description  which  we  have  brought  before  the  Committee 
and  relieving  officer,  and  got  no  hearing,  and  they  refused  to  investigate  the  matter:  unless 
speedily  stopped,  the  entire  barony  will  be  ultimately  ruined. 


No.  2. 

Proposed  by  Michael  Gallwey,  Esq.,  seconded  by  Patrick  Hannifin. 

Resolved, — That  we,  as  much  as  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  Guardians  of  this  Committee 
are  not  inclined  as  a body  to  attend  to  their  duties  as  Poor  Law  Guardians,  and  to  carry  out 
the  Poor  Relief  Act,  we  are  of  opinion  that  this  Committee  should  be  dissolved,  and  the  duties 
thereof  placed  in  the  hands  of  Government. 

January  14,  1848.  John  Hickson,  Chairman. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  18,  1848. 

I AM  to  refer  you  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  which, 
of  course,  had  not  reached  you  when  your  report  was  written. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  immediate  appointment  of  paid 
Guardians  in  a new  Union,  to  be  called  Dingle  Union,  would  be  impracticable, 
inasmuch  as  the  Union  must  first  be  divided  ; then  there  must  be  an  election  of 
Guardians  for  Dingle  Union,  and  sufficient  time  must  then  elapse  to  show  that  the 
new  Board  of  Guardians  for  the  new  Union  had  not  discharged  their  duties  pro- 
perly, inasmuch  as  the  Commissioners  could  only  appoint  paid  officers  for  Dingle 
Union  on  the  default  of  the  Guardians  of  Dingle  Union. 

The  Commissioners  have  again  to  state  that  the  Tralee  Board  of  Guardians 
are  responsible  for  the  proper  administration  of  relief  at  Dingle,  and  that  it  is 
impossible,  under  the  present  system  of  Poor  Laws,  to  make  any  legal  distinction 
between  the  Guardians  for  Dingle  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  the  Guardians  for 
the  rest  of  the  Union. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  17,  1848. 

^ BEG  enc^ose  you  Captain  Fairfield’s  report,  as  requested. 

I have  no  doubt  that  an  Inspector  may  put  a stop  to  disgraceful  abuses,  and 
see  that  the  food  supplied  to  the  paupers  is  of  a proper  quality ; but  the  great 
evil  connected  with  those  districts  is  the  enormous  amount  of  extra  travelling 
which  is  thrown  upon  the  relieving  officers,  occupying  the  greater  part  of  their 
valuable  time. 

Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  they  are  coming  into  Tralee,  and  leaving 
Tralee ; Friday  attending  the  Dingle  Committee  of  Guardians ; leaving  only 
Thursday  and  Saturday  to  issue  relief,  receive  applications,  and  visit  the  houses 
of  the  applicants,  which  they  can  hardly  attempt  now.  This  travelling,  besides 
occupying  their  time,  entails  upon  them  a most  serious  expense,  which,  being 
deducted  from  their  salary,  really  makes  their  situation  hardly  worth  having 
These  are  facts  which  no  Inspector  at  Dingle  can  grapple  with. 

2 R 
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I am  not  insensible  to  the  necessity  of  having  a proper  Union  workhouse ; 
but  the  accompanying  document  shows  out-of-door  relief  is  what  we  must  grapple 
with ; and  I have  already  reported  that  two  temporary  workhouses,  enclosed  and 
walled,  can  be  procured  at  Dingle,  in  which  cleanliness  and  discipline  can  be 
enforced. 

I hope  I may  be  excused  in  urging  this  matter,  but,  wherever  I am,  I am 
anxious,  for  my  own  credit,  that  public  affairs  should  go  on  well ; and  I really  am 
afraid  I can  never  get  the  relieving  officers’  duties  properly  done,  unless  we 
allow  them,  inexperienced,  and,  in  many  cases,  stupid  as  they  are,  full  and  ample 
time. 

Enclosure. 

Captain  Fairfield,  Vice-Chairman,  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Tralee  Union : 

January  8,  1848. 

In  performance  of  the  duties  which  have  lately  devolved  upon  me,  as  a member  of 
your  Finance  and  Select.  Committees,  I have  had  the  fullest  opportunities  of  making  myself 
acquainted  with  your  financial  affairs,  and  with  the  management  of  the  relief  administered  to 
the  poor  throughout  this  extensive  Union. 

As  you  have  recently  done  me  the  honour  to  elect  me  to  fill  an  important  post  at  your  Board, 
I feel  justified  in  submitting  to  you  the  following  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union;  a 
statement  which,  I believe,  will  cause  considerable  surprise  and  apprehension  amongst  the 
rate-payers  generally  : — 


Accounts  of  the  Tralee  Union,  January  1,  1848. 

Creditor. 

-d  . •'  * • d- 

By  amount  remaining  in  treasurer’s  hands,  as  per  Abstract, 

January  I 5,643  15  jq 

By  amount  of  rates  uncollected,  as  per  account  submitted 
,his  lIay 6,310  14  6J: 


Total  creditor  this  day  . . . 11,954  10  4i 


Debtor. 

By  collectors’  poundage  ....  £2,000 

By  rates  which  cannot  be  collected,  say  . . ’5OO 

By  sundries,  bills,  and  salaries,  as  per  annexed  return,  1,300 

3,800  0 0 


Balance  creditor  of  Union,  January  1,  184S  . . £8,154  10  41- 


Extra  ordinary  Expenses. 

Amount  of  furniture,  fittings,  clothing,  and  bedding,  &c.,  to 
be  purchased  previous  to  the  occupation  of  the  hospital  and 
other  additional  buildings,  now  nearly  completed,  on  the  old 

workhouse  site  qqq  q q 

Ditto  at  the  new  house  at  Ballymullen  ....  300  0 0 


£800  0 0 


Note.  I do  not  estimate  the  cost  of  completing  the  permanent  building  at  a cost  of  1400Z. 
ffistalmTnts6^  ^ ^ advaaced  the  Commissioners  in  the  first  instance,  and  only  repaid  by 


This  sum,  deducted  from  the  balance  as  above,  leaves  a sum  in  the  hands  of 
available  for  all  purposes,  amounting  to  7354Z.  10s.  4 *£?. 


the 


Guardians, 


Estimated  Expenses  of  the  Workhouse  Expenses  for  28  Days,  Staff,  &c.  &c. 


28  days’  maintenance,  clothing,  fuel,  &c.  &c„  of  2000  paupers 
at  ‘2s.  Ad.  each  per  week  ..... 

28  days’  establishment  charges  and  relieving  officers  . 

28  days’  vaccination,  revising,  funerals,  &c.  &c.  . 

28  days’  rent  of  buildings  and  ground 
28  days'  expenses  of  fever  hospitals  in  Dingle,  Castleisland 
and  patients  in  County  Hospital* 


£•  s.  d. 
933  6 8 
133  2 0 
9 5 0 
12  0 0 

30  0 0 


Total  expenses  for  28  days 


£1,117  13  8 


ar^tTtS  fi™month!'  Upto  the  lst  of  June  next*  wiU  thus 

ount  to  the  sum  of  55887,  8s.  Ad.,  leaving  a balance  of  17667.  2s.  Oid.  only  for  the  purposes 
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of  out— door  relief,  without  estimating  the  increased  expenses  which  will  ensue  when  the  new 
buildings  in  the  main  house  are  occupied. 

The  expenses  for  out-door  relief,  up  to  the  present  time,  have  been  as  follow : — 


Week  ending  October  30 


November  6 

November  13  . . . 86 

November  20  . . . 105 

November  27  ....  133 

December  4 . . . . 141 

December  11  . . . 216 

December  18  . . . 206 

December  25  . . . 287 

January  1 370 


We  have  thus  expended  the  sum  of  1,544/.  in  eight  weeks,  The  sum  estimated  for  the 
week  ending  the  7th  ot  January  is,  I observe,  383/.  ;*  and  from  the  vast  number  of  new  names 
which  are  every  day  placed  on  the  relieving  officers’  books,  the  same  steady  ratio  of  increase 
must  be  expected  to  go  on  for  some  time,  if  not  checked. 

If  this  lavish  expenditure  is  kept  up,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  the  limited  balance  available 
will  be  totally  exhausted,  at  no  very  distant  period  of  time : the  house  must  be  closed,  and 
relief  to  the  really  destitute  must  in  fact  stop  altogether.  I am  satisfied  that  the  Guardians 
and  the  rate-payers  generally,  will  contemplate  such  a result,  with  the  liveliest  alarm. 

Unless,  then,  a more  firm  and  equitable  mode  for  the  distribution  of  relief  is  adopted  at 
once,  the  rate-payers  will  be  reduced  to  bankruptcy,  and  the  miserable  poor  will  die  of 
starvation. 

I will  appeal,  gentlemen,  to  your  experience  of  the  working  of  out-door  relief  in  Ireland  in 
the  past  year  a system  of  relief  which  has  been  so  full  of  difficulties,  and  which  has  proved  so 
pregnant  of  abuses,  that  all  the  efforts  ot  a powerful  Government  could  not  cope  with  the  evil. 
On  referring  to  the  Treasury  Minute  of  March  11,  1847,  I find  these  words “ We  feel  that 
as  long  as  the  number  of  destitute  continues  to  increase  as  it  has  done,  at  the  rate  of  20,600 
per  week,  all  effectual  constraint  has  for  the  present  been  lost;”  and  further,  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  direct  that  notice  be  given,  that  from  Saturday,  March  20,  the  number  of  persons  on 
the  relief  works  shall  be  reduced  by  not  less  than  20  per  cent.  The  Government  found  it  im- 
possible to  check  the  steadily  increasing  demand  for  relief,  without  having  recourse  to  the  most 
stringent  measures.  When  the  system  of  issuing  rations  commenced,  the  same  pressure  for 
relief  occurred — daily  progressing  and  increasing : — “ Regulations,”  “ Admonitions,”  “Orders,” 
were  alike  disregarded,  until  at  length  the  Relief  Commissioners  were  constrained  to  reduce  the 
numbers  on  the  lists,  by  a peremptory  order  for  curtailment,  which  admitted  of  no  evasion. 

.By  a document  lying  on  your  table  I observe,  that  51,043  persons  were  receiving  rations  in 
this  Union  in  the  week  ending  4th  of  July  last,  out  of  a population  of  91,000 — more  than  one- 
half.  It  will  be  admitted,  I believe,  that  vast  numbers  were  receiving  relief  at  that  time,  who 
were  not  proper  objects;  and  as  the  law  now  stands,  a great  proportion  of  those  persons  are 
disentitled  from  getting  anything. 

22,000  persons  (including  the  school  children  who  are  so  generously  fed  by  the  British 
Association)  are  at  this  time  getting  rations  daily  within  this  Union  ! 

This  number  of  rations,  I verily  believe,  if  properly  distributed,  would  prevent  the  possibility 
of  any  deaths  occurring  from  starvation ; but  I am  constrained  to  say,  that  I believe  it  to  be 
quite  impossible  to  check  the  malappropriation  of  the  relief — the  closest  investigation  will  be 
unavailing — all  limitations  by  certain  classes  allowed  by  law  will  be,  as  they  are  now,  evaded. 
The  vast  numbers  on  the  lists  preclude  the  hope  of  making  them  what  they  ought  to  be;  and, 
from  the  intimidation  which  is  constantly  manifested  towards  the  reliering  officers,  it  is  vain  to 
expect  that  they  will  give  any  effectual  assi>tance  in  reducing  the  numbers  of  applicants.  It  is 
now  evident  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  that  local  information  which  it  was  expected  the 
district  Committees  would  have  afforded. 

The  district  of  Dingle  is  a direct  example  of  that : in  that  locality  one-half  of  the  entire 
population  is  receiving  relief,  and  yet.  we  are  told,  and  I myself  believe  it,  that  many  persons 
are  actually  dying  of  hunger  there — the  natural  result  of  neglect  and  malversation.  Your 
duties,  as  a Board  of  Guardians,  gentlemen,  are  of  a most  painful  nature.  Feeling,  as  I know 
you  all  do,  for  the  miseries  of  the  poor,  commiserating  their  sufferings,  and  inclined  to  carry 
out  the  most  liberal  measures  for  their  relief,  you  will  now  find  yourselves  called  upon,  as 

guardians  of  the  property  of  the  Union,  to  control  your  expenditure  with  a firm  and  unflinching 
and. 

I before  stated  that  the  total  sum  available  for  the  purposes  of  out-door  relief  amounted  to 
1,766/.  l2s.  only.  At  the  rate  you  are  now  proceeding,  this  sum  will  be  totally  exhausted  in 
less  than  five  weeks  from  this  date;  and  it  is  with  a view  of  fixing  your  attention  upon  the 
awful  position  in  which  you  will  shortly  be  placed  that  I am  induced  to  trespass  at  such  length 
upon  your  valuable  time. 

After  a careful  and  anxious  consideration  of  the  difficulties  in  which  your  Union  is  placed,  I 
can  see  no  possible  way  of  averting  a calamity  which  is  so  much  to  be  dreaded,  but  by  adopting 
a reduced  scale  of  expenditure,  gradually  diminishing  after  the  termination  of  the  present  week| 
until  it  is  finally  discontinued  on  the  1st  of  June  next ; when  we  may  hope  that  the  accommo- 


* The  actual  sum  is  403/. 
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dation  then  disposable  within  the  houses,  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  distress  likely  to  prevail 
at  that  period — an  anticipation  which,  humanly  speaking,  we  may  be  allowed  to  indulge  in. 

In  suggesting  a scheme  for  the  progressive  reduction  of  your  expenditure,  I feel  that  I am 
asking  you  to  accede  to  a measure  which  will  expose  you  to  obloquy  and  misrepresentation ; 
but,  gentlemen,  unless  you  determine  to  act  regardless  of  every  other  consideration,  but  that  of 
doing  your  duty  to  all  classes,  you  will  be  the  instruments  of  unmeasured  evil. 

Gentlemen,  if  you  determine  on  a scale  of  relief  as  follows,  and  resolve  to  fix  the  out-door 
relief  at 

£350  per  week  for  J anuary, 

300  ,,  for  February, 

250  „ for  March, 

200  „ for  April, 

150  „ for  May, 

you  will  still  require  over  5000Z.  to  meet  this  demand  for  the  five  months,  up  to  the  1st  of 
June,  which  will  leave  you  in  debt  on  that  day  in  the  sum  of  3,234 Z.  0s.  O^cZ.  As  I said  before, 
if  you  continue  your  present  course,  you  will  be  out  of  funds  itr  five  weeks. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I would  recommend  you  to  appoint  a special  Committee  of  three 
of  your  members,  who  should  undertake  to  apportion  the  expenditure  by  electoral  divisions, 
according  to  the  amount  of  poverty  and  destitution  prevailing  in  the  different  localities. 

But  above  all,  gentlemen,  I would  recommend  you  to  make  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Government  and  the  British  Association,  giving  them  an  assurance  that  you  will 
endeavour,  by  every  means  in  your  power,  to  distribute  any  aid  they  may  give  you,  faithfully 
and  impartially,  according  to  the  distress  prevailing  in  the  several  electoral  divisions,  to  the 
best  judgment  of  the  Select  Committee,  as  above  named,  with  the  assistance  and  advice  of  the 
Government  inspector ; and,  gentlemen,  you  will,  I am  sure,  have  no  hesitation  in  pledging 
yourselves  to  strike  new  rates,  as  soon  after  the  making  up  of  your  accounts  on  the  25th  of 
March  next,  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

On  reading  this  report,  the  following  resolution,  proposed  by  John  Hurly,  Esq.,  and 
seconded  by  Edward  Hussey,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  adopted : — 

“ That,  the  statement  laid  before  the  Board  this  day  by  Mr.  Fairfield,  with  respect  to  the 
financial  state  of  this  Union,  be  laid  on  the  table  and  be  printed,  for  the  purpose  of  circulation  j 
and  that  the  further  consideration  of  it  be  deferred  until  the  next,  meeting  of  the  Board. 

(Signed)  “ William  Denny,  Chairman." 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  20,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  knowing  by  what  time,  in  your  opinion, 
the  proposed  temporary  workhouse  at  Dingle  could  be  properly  fitted  up  and 
furnished,  and  provided  with  bedding  and  clothing,  and  be  otherwise  fit  for  the 
reception  of  paupers. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners: — January  18,  1848. 

The  only  subject  of  importance  which  was  discussed  on  this  day  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  this  Union,  was  Captain  Fairfield’s  financial  report, 
a copy  of  which  1 forwarded  to  you  last  post. 

Mr.  Stokes,  a Guardian,  condemned  it  on  its  illegality,  and  stated  that  the 
Board  were  bound  to  relieve  all  destitute  persons,  and  find  funds  accordingly. 

Captain  Fairfield  allowed  that  to  be  the  law,  and  stated  that  his  report  did  not 
propose  so  much  a reduction  as  the  thinning  out  of  the  lists,  of  persons  who 
should  not  have  been  entered  on  it  at  all. 

The  line  of  argument  which  I held  was,  that  no  one  must  starve ; and  destitute 
persons  must  be  relieved ; that  under  the  present  system  it  was  notorious  that 
persons  did  starve,  and  that  all  destitute  persons  were  not  relieved.  That  this  was 
to  be  attributed,  in  some  cases,  to  corrupt  motives,  and  in  others  to  the  extent  of 
the  duties  of  the  relieving  officers.  That  I was  of  opinion,  that  the  amount  of 
relief  proposed  to  be  given  during  January,  or  3501.  per  week,  was  sufficient,  but 
that  it  must  be  properly  applied.  That  I thought  the  appointment  of  a committee 
to  superintend  the  out-of-door  relief  important.  That  I thought  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  such  committee,  in  case  they  consider  any  electoral  division  was  receiving 
too  much  money,  to  represent  the  necessity  of  a revision  of  the  lists.  That 
Guardians,  by  holding  meetings  of  farmers  in  the  several  electoral  divisions,  and 
reading  out  the  names  of  persons  receiving  relief,  might  obtain  more  accurate 
information  ; and  that  possibly  such  a course  might  be  stimulated  by  a reduction 
in  the  money  allowed,  but  that  no  person  must  be  allowed  to  starve. 

We  bad  many  more  applicants  for  in-door  relief  than  we  had  room  for. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — January  22,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  observe  by  the  Guardians’  minutes  which  they  have 
since  received,  that  the  Guardians  have  appointed  a select  committee  to  carry  into 
effect  the  general  recommendations  of  the  report,  and  they  feel  bound,  therefore, 
to  object  to.  the  scheme  proposed  for  the  progressive  reduction  of  expenditure, 
by  determining  on  a scale  of  relief,  and  fixing  the  amount  of  out-door  relief  at  a 
certain  sum  each  week ; inasmuch  as  the  Guardians  are  by  law  responsible,  for 
the  due  relief  of  the  destitution  in  their  Union,  and  have  not  the  power  of 
deciding  that  no  more  than  a specified  sum  shall  be  expended  in  the  Union  in  any 
one  week. 

It  will  give  the  Commissioners  great  satisfaction  if  it  should  turn  out  that  no 
greater  sum  than  the  sum  estimated  in  the  report  will  be  required  by  the 
Guardians  for  the  effectual  discharge  of  their  duties ; but  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  the  main  point  to  be  looked  to  is,  whether  the  destitute  poor  of  the 
Union  are  duly  relieved,  and  questions  of  expense  must  be  regarded  as  secondary 
to  that  paramount  consideration. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners: — January  18,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  12th  instant  I proceeded 
to  Dingle,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  an  eligible  site  for  a workhouse,  in 
accordance  with  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant. 

On  the  ensuing  morning,  the  Hon.  D.  Mullins,  the  eldest  son  of  Lord 
Ventry,  Mr.  R.  Chute,  Lord  Ventry’s  agent,  and  Mr.  Hussey,  called  upon 
me,  and  I thought  it  advisable  to  request  Mr.  M.  Galway’s  presence,  inas- 
much as  he  had  previously  suggested  that  a workhouse  should  be  built  on  the 
commons. 

I then  informed  them  that  my  inquiries  would  be  limited  to  the  uninclosed 
commons,  and  proceeded  in  their  company  to  view  them. 

The  present  commons  of  Ballinaboly  consist  of  the  top  and  the  sides  of  a 
high  hill,  whose  altitude  is  marked  on  the  Ordnance  map  at  752  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea.  The  top  and  sides  are  stony,  and  the  latter  steep  ; but 
as  the  ground  falls,  the  steepness  diminishes  until  it  extends  to  the  grounds 
now  under  cultivation. 

The  proximity  to  Dingle  being  our  principal  object,  my  inquiry  was  chiefly 
confined  to  the  angular  part  of  the  commons,  between  the  townlands  of  Fa- 
nauffaherty  and  Ballinaboly.  Such  a site,  moreover,  would  have  the  advan- 
tage of  a southern  aspect.  A reference  to  the  Ordnance  map  will  clearly  show 
the  spot  I allude  to. 

After  an  attentive  consideration,  I was  of  opinion  that  there  was  a site  on 
which  a house  could  be  built;  but  even  there  the  ground  must  be  a good  deal 
levelled,  and  most  probably,  the  several  yards  must  rise  like  terraces,  one 
above  the  other ; and  the  foundation  of  the  back  buildings  would  be  on  a 
higher  level  than  the  front.  This  circumstance,  however,  in  moderation,  I did 
not  consider  a disadvantage. 

The  advantages  of  building  on  this  site,  may  be  considered  as  follows  : — 

1.  Vicinity  to  the  town. 

2.  Ground  rent-free. 

3.  Good  fall  for  sewerage ; situation  healthy. 

4.  Saving  of  future  expense  in  the  vicinity  of  a turf  bog  belonging  to 

the  commons,  whereby  the  fuel  of  the  workhouse  could  be  cut 

by  the  paupers  themselves. 

5.  This  bog  could  also  be  worked  profitably  to  the  establishment. 

Turf  in  Dingle  is  very  dear. 

6.  Employment  of  the  paupers  in  reclaiming  land.  I consider  ’with 

an  unlimited  supply  of  labour,  perhaps  50  acres  might  be  re- 
covered, and  set  at  a rental  of  ll.  per  acre. 

7.  Even  if  the  land  should  not  turn  out  so  valuable,  having  abun- 

dance of  healthy  employment  for  the  paupers  is  desirable. 

8.  The  stone  all  round  the  premises  would  cause  a great  diminution 

in  expense  in  building. 


Tralee  Union. 
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Its  disadvantages  are  as  follows: — 

1.  Its  exposed  position.  Its  height  is  marked  on  the  map  at  about 

260  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  This  however  is  to  a 
certain  extent  modified,  by  its  being  sheltered  from  the  north- 
west, and  even  partially  from  the  east,  hut  towards  the  south 
it  is  wholly  open. 

2.  Water  is  abundant  on  the  hill,  but  not  in  that  spot.  I should 

think,  however,  a well  might  be  sunk  with  effect. 

The  Ordnance  map  clearly  shows  the  way  in  which  the  house  would  com- 
municate with  the  existing  roads ; and  it  must  be  observed,  that  although 
placed  in  an  elevated  situation,  it  is  only  100  feet  above  the  existing  high  road, 
and  a greater  ascent  might  be  easily  made. 

The  view  from  the  proposed  site  is  one  of  the  finest  I ever  saw.  The  bay 
of  Dingle  lay  below  us,  with  the  further  mountains  of  Kerry,  and  the  islands 
of  Valentia,  and  the  Skelligs  in  the  distance.  But  it  must  be  remembered, 
that  its  commanding  situation,  which,  in  a calm  fine  day,  causes  beauty,  renders 
it  the  more  exposed  in  winter,  to  the  fury  of  the  storm. 

On  leaving  the  ground  on  our  return  home,  we  received  a message  from 
Lord  Ventry,  offering  us  a particular  field  rent-free  for  a site,  something  between 
the  projiosed  site  on  the  commons,  and  the  town.  Unfortunately  the  field  of 
his  Lordship  was  too  small  for  the  required  purpose ; it  had  moreover  the 
disadvantage  of  removing  us  from  the  lands  in  which  we  were  to  work,  and 
the  turf  bog. 

Understanding  that  the  intermediate  fields  were  part  of  the  Ventry  trust 
estate,  to  which  Mr.  Mullins,  who  accompanied  me,  will  succeed  alter  the 
death  of  his  father,  but  over  which  neither  he  nor  his  father  have  any  control 
at  present,  I suggested  that  an  exchange  might  perhaps  be  effected  between 
the  lands  offered  to  us,  and  a field  adjoining  the  commons;  or  else,  that 
perhaps  the  trustees  of  the  Ventry  trust  estate,  might,  perhaps,  be  inclined  to 
make  a grant  of  land  for  the  purpose,  in  lieu  of  the  land  at  present  offered  by 
Lord  V entry,  if  Mr.  Mullins,  the  future  possessor  of  the  property,  should  offer 
no  objection. 

With  that  view  I obtained  the  signature  of  Lord  Ventry,  and  his  son,  to 
papers  which  I now  enclose ; and  I have  consulted  the  agent  in  charge  here, 
Mr.  Stokes. 

Mr.  Stokes  offered  every  assistance  in  his  power,  blit  he  was  afraid  that  the 
lands  which  we  required,  which  are  those  next  to  the  commons,  were  already 
under  lease.  However,  he  said  he  would  be  in  Dublin,  at  3,  Upper  Gloucester- 
place,  on  or  about  Monday  the  31st  instant,  when  the  Commissioners  could 
send  their  law  agent  to  communicate  with  him  on  the  subject. 

On  the  whole,  I beg  to  report,  that  weighing  the  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages of  the  proposed  site  on  the  commons,  I am  induced  to  report,  that  I 
think  the  site  might  be  rendered  available.  And  that,  further,  if  a field  ad- 
joining the  commons,  but  lower  down,  could  be  procured,  such  a site  while  it 
would  be  more  sheltered,  would  unite  all  the  advantages  derived  from  the 
commons,  and  in  every  respect  be  most  desirable. 

, I think  it  desirable  now,  that  the  Commissioners  should  send  Mr.  Wilkinson 
down  to  view  the  ground  in  question,  and  guided  by  his  report,  they  would 
then  decide  whether  it  is  necessary  to  negotiate  for  the  lands  of  the  Ventry 
trust  estate ; if  it  was  decided  that  it  was  advisable,  they  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  so,  when  Mr.  Stokes  was  in  Dublin  on  the  31st. 

The  gentlemen  who  attended  me  generally  concurred  in  these  opinions, 
and  I thought  it  desirable  that  as  they  were  Guardians,  they  should  forward  to 
me  a report  on  the  subject.  This  report  which  I have  appended,  was  drawn 
up  by  Mr.  Galway,  and  read  at  the  Committee  meeting  the  ensuing  day,  and 
signed  by  the  Chairman.  It  was  however  felt  by  all,  that  Mr.  Galway  had 
been  too  enthusiastic  in  stating  the  advantages  of  the  site  on  the  commons. 

. n°t  think  it  advisable  to  take  any  further  steps  until  I receive  further 
directions  from  the  Commissioners. 
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Enclosures. 


I do  hereby  certify,  that  having  heard  that  Captain  Hotham  had  come  to  Dingle  to 
look  out  for  an  eligible  site  for  a workhouse,  I accompanied  him  in  his  examination  of  the 
commons  of  Dingle,  and  subsequently  was  authorized  by  my  father  Lord  Ventry,  to  offer  for  a 
site,  one  held  between  the  town  of  Dingle  and  the  commons,  and  having  again  proceeded 
with  Captain  Hotham  to  examine  the  field,  and  Captain  Hotham  having  stated  that  it  would 
have  been  desirable  if  the  said  field  had  been  adjoining  the  commons,  in  order  that  the 
paupers  might  be  employed  in  reclaiming  and  improving  that  land,  and  having  understood  that 
a portion  ot  the  Ventry  trust  estate  which  will  descend  to  me  hereafter,  adjoins  the  commons 
and  would  form  a convenient  site,  I do  approve,  and  will  hereafter  urge  no  objection  to  an 
exchange  being  effected  between  such  portions  of  the  estate,  as  maybe  eligible  for  a site  for 
the  proposed  workhouse,  and  that  field  which  my  father,  Lord  Ventry,  would  have  given  up 
for  the  purpose,  in  order  that  Lord  Ventry  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  give  a more  convenien 
site  than  the  one  he  lias  offered  at  present ; or  should  that  prove  inexpedient  in  law,  that  I 
would  make  no  objection,  now  or  hereafter,  to  the  trustees  of  the  Ventry  estate  making  a free 
grant  of  a plot  of  land  adapted  for  the  purpose,  either  by  a lease  for  ever  at  a nominal  rent, 
or  by  a sale  at  a nominal  price,  in  lieu  of  the  land  at  present  proposed  to  be  given  by  mv 
father. 

Dated  at  Dingle,  this  13th  January,  1838. 


Witness, 

Charles  Hawkey,  Lieut.,  R.  N 
Edward  Hussey 


D.  B.  Mullins. 


I do  hereby  certify,  that  having  heard  that  Captain  Hotham  had  come  to  Dingle  to  look 
out  for  an  eligible  site  for  a workhouse,  and  being  anxious  that  the  public  should  be  accommo- 
dated, that  I offered  to  him  one  field  between  the  town  and  the  commons  of  DiiWe,  either  as 
a grant,  or  at  a nominal  rent  for  ever,  according  as  I might  hereafter  determine. 

Dated  this  13th  day  of  January,  1848. 


Witness, 

Edward  Hussey. 

Charles  Hawkey,  Lieut.  R..N. 


Ventry. 


Tralee  Union. 


The  Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  of  Dingle,  in  the  County  of  Kerry,  on  the 
proposed  Site  for  a Workhouse  on  the  Commons  of  Dingle. 

That  the  Commons  of  Dingle  were  granted  by  charter,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to 
the  late  corporation  of  Dingle,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people. 

That  they  contain  an  immense  tract  of  land,  some  miles  in  circumference,  portions  of  which 
ai-e  contiguous  to  the  town,  of  Dingle,  and  several  hundred  of  acres  thereof  can  be  easily  re- 
claimed, the  soil  being  deep  and  stones  easily  removed. 

That  the  portion  adjoining  the  town  is  a southern  aspect,  and  the  situation  most  healthy  and 
dry,  and  in  our  opinion  best,  suited  for  the  building  of  a workhouse. 

That  any  quantity  of  land  required  can  be  brought  into  cultivation  for  the  use  of  the  inmates, 
and  thereby  after  some  time  make  it  a self  supporting  establishment,  and  save  the  Union  from 
poor  rates. 

That  there  are  several  quarries  on  said  commons,  some  of  which  have  been  used  from  time 
immemorial  for  the  building  the  houses  of  the  town. 

That  there  is  also  an  extensive  turf  bog  thereon,  containing  several  hundreds  of  acres,  which 
would  supply  fuel  for  the  use  of  the  workhouse,  besides  which  large  quantities  of  said  turf 
could  be  cut  and  saved  annually  by  the  inmates,  and  sold  at  a considerable  profit  to  the  people 
of  the  town  and  applied  for  the  support  of  said  workhouse. 

That  at  present  there  is  no  road  to  said  turf  bog,  but  the  paupers  could  be  usefully  em- 
ployed in  making  one  through  said  commons,  which  road  would  be  also  useful  with  a view  to 
reclaim  other  portions  of  said  commons,  which  are  at  present  of  little  value  for  want  of  a road 
thereto. 

That  a large  expenditure  for  milk  could  be  saved,  as  by  having  a dairy  attached  to  said 
workhouse,  milch  cows  could  even  at  present  be  pastured  on  said  commons. 

That  there  is  very  fine  water  close  to  said  commons,  and  though  no  springs  appear  on  the 
proposed  site  for  said  workhouse,  still  from  the  contiguity  of  said  springs  to  said  site,  there  is  no 
doubt  by  sinking  for  same  that  water  would  be  found  near  the  surface. 

That  under  the  existing  law,  said  commons  are  now  vested  in  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  of 
this  Union,  who  are  entitled  to  apply  the  profits  thereof  towards  the  reduction  of  the  poor- 
rates. 

That  in  consequence  of  the  great  extent  of  destitution  in  this  barony,  it  being  calculated  that 
there  are  11,000  persons  (some  of  those  on  the  poor  list)  without  food  or  employment,  it  is 
therefore  impossible  that  the  entire  property  of  the  barony  can  support  its  paujiers. 

That  we  therefore  deem  it  incumbent  on  us,  in  order  to  relieve  the  district  from  even  a 
portion  of  its  taxation,  to  request  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  erect  this  proposed  work- 
house  on  these  commons,  as  in  the  course  of  time  hundreds  of  its  acres  can  be  reclaimed  by  the 
inmates,  the  cultivation  of  which  will  accomplish  many  useful  ends.  First — by  giving  useful 
employment  and  active  habits  to  the  people,  and,  under  an  intelligent  agriculturist,  affording 
them  a practical  knowledge  of  farming : secondly — in  place  of  supporting  the  inmates  in  idle- 
ness, (as  is  at  present  the  practice  in  workhouses,)  and  at  great  expense,  the  paupers  can  by 
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Tralee  Union.  their  labour  reclaim  a sufficient  quantity  of  land  for  their  support;  thirdly — the  savins  of  rent 

- or  purchase  money  to  the  ratepayers,  and  also  effecting  a saving  in  the  building  of  the  work- 

house  by  having  materials  on  the  spot ; fourthly — the  saving  of  fuel  by  means  of  said  turf  boo-, 
and  the  source  of  profit  by  the  sale  of  said  turf;  fifthly — the  saving  of  the  purchase  of  millc, 
as  cows  can  at  present  be  pastured  on  said  commons  ; and  also  the  profit  by  letting  out  said 
commons  for  grazing*  said  commons  being  at  present  used  by  the  people  for  the  grazing  0f 
thousands  of  sheep  and  cattle,  free ; sixthly — the  income  by  way  of  rent,  to  be  derived  in 
future  years  by  the  letting  of  such  portions  of  said  commons,  as  shall  be  hereafter  reclaimed, 
beyond  what  will  be  required  for  the  support  of  said  poorhouse;  and  lastly — the  strong 
test  this  workhouse  will  afford,  because  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  of  the  inmates  being  obliged 
to  work  and  cultivate  the  soil,  will  prevent  the  able-bodied  from  seeking  relief,  unless  com- 
pelled from  dire  necessity  to  do  so. 

That  for  the  foregoing  reasons,  we  confidently  hope  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  will  not 
allow  private  interests  to  operate  with  them,  and  thereby  be  induced  to  take  any  other  land 
for  a workhouse,  because  the  barony  being  at  present  over-taxed  cannot  hear  any  additional 
burden.  The  renting  or  purchase  of  any  other  land  cannot  be  had  without  great  expense, 
and  without  many  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  commons. 

That  the  estate  of  Lord  Ventry  adjoins  a portion  of  said  commons,  and  it  appearing  to  the 
Guardians,  that  it  would  be  important  in  order  to  procure  a level  site,  for  said  proposed  work- 
house,  that  said  portion  of  said  estate  ofLord  Ventry  should  be  procured  for  said  purpose;  and 
we  deem  it  our  duty  to  inform  the  Commissioners,  that  his  Lordship  has  in  the  handsomest 
manner,  voluntarily  offered  the  portion  of  his  said  estate  so  required,  at  a nominal  rent  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid. 

Approved, 

John  Hickson,  Chairman. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  22,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  forward  your  communication 
to  Mr.  Wilkinson  for  his  report. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Wilkinson  -.-—January  22,  1848. 

I am  directed  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  report  which  they  have 
received  from  their  Inspector,  Captain  Hotham,  relative  to  a site  for  a work- 
house at  Dingle ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  furnish 
the  Commissioners  with  your  report  on  the  subject. 

I am  at  the  same  time,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  circumstance  that  it  is 
desirable  that  the  Commissioners  should,  if  possible,  be  in  a condition  to  enter 
if  necessary,  into  negotiation  with  Mr.  Stokes,  on  his  arrival  in  Dublin  on  the 
31st  instant,  should  it  become  necessaiy  to  endeavour  to  effect  the  exchange 
which  Captain  Hotham  refers  to. 


Mr.  Wilkinson  to  the  Commissioners: — Januai'y  22,  1848. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  above 
date,  directing  ray  attention  to  a report  of  Captain  Hotham,  on  some  sites  proposed 
to  be  taken  for  the  poor-house  intended  to  be  built  at  Dingle.  It  will,  doubtless, 
be  difficult  to  find  a site  possessing  every  requisite,  but  the  most  important,  perhaps, 
is  a good  supply  of  water ; and  secondly,  if  the  water  be  a running  small  stream 
which  is  capable  of  being  conveyed  through  the  premises.  It  is  then  of  the  next 
importance  to  get  a fall  of  ground,  and  such  outlet  for  the  drainage  as  will  not 
hereafter  be  objected  to,  on  the  ground  of  its  contaminating  a water-course,  or 
being  otherwise  offensive  to  any  persons  whose  property  may  adjoin  it ; for  sites 
possessing  great  natural  advantages  in  this  respect,  have  been  often  ultimately 
found  no . better  than  others,  where  the  soil  had  originally  to  be  conveyed  to 
manure  pits.  3 

Unless  there  is  a running  stream  of  water  as  above,  it  will  not  be  possible  to 
convey  away  the  soil  from  the  house,  and  the  outlet  for  the  drainage  will  then  have 
to  be  considered  only  with  reference  to  the  waste  water  from  the  kitchen,  wash- 
house, and  yards.  In  the  course  of  time,  I have  no  doubt  but  that  the  latter 
drainage,  or  rather  the  overflow  and  waste  water  only,  will  be  all  that  it  will  be 
considered  advisable  to  allow  off  the  premises,  whatever  the  complaints  may  in  the 
meantime  be,  arising  from  neglect  of  manure  and  soil  pits ; and  at  the  present 
time,  they  are  greatly  neglected  in  many  of  the  poor-houses. 

s Mr.  M'Mnllen,  assistant  architect,  will  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tralee 
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next  week,  and  as  he  is  very  competent  to  form  a good  opinion  of  the  sites  offered, 
I think  it  may  perhaps  be  considered  sufficient  by  your  Board  for  him  to  be  directed 
to  visit  Dingle,  to  examine  and  report  before  the  30th  instant,  on  the  sites  offered; 
in  such  case  I would  communicate  with  him  accordingly,  and  hereafter  I could 
proceed  to  Dingle,  and  finally  examine  the  sites  now  proposed,  or  any  others  that 
may  in  the  meantime,  be  thought  suitable. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  January  25,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  will  inform  Captain  Hotham,  Temporary  Inspector, 
of  Mr.  M'Mullen’s  visit  to  Tralee. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Hotham  Jannai'y  26,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as 
to  report  to  the  Commissioners  the  precise  line  of  division  of  the  Tralee  Union 
which  you  would  recommend.  The  Commissioners  are  aware  that  in  your  report 
of  the  7th  instant  you  made  a specific  recommendation  on  this  subject;  but  as  the 
matter  has  since  been  discussed  at  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  Commissioners  are 
desirous  of  knowing  whether  you  still  recommend  the  division  suggested  in  that 
report,  or  whether  you  consider  any  modification  of  it  desirable. 

The  Commissioners  also  request  that  you  will  ascertain  and  report  to  them,  in 
accordance  with  the  16th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  the  proportionate 
value  to  any  and  every  townland  affected  by  the  alteration  of  any  property  held  or 
taken  for  or  relinquished  by  the  Union  in  its  altered  state,  and  the  proportionate 
amount  chargeable  on  every  townland  in  respect  of  all  the  liabilities  of  the  Union 
existing  at  the  time  of  the  alteration. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners,  in  reply  to  the  above : — 
January  28,  1848. 

Conceiving  that  the  general  feeling  amongst  the  rate-payers  is  that  Castle- 
gregory  should  belong  to  Dingle,  and  knowing  that  it  can  make  but  very  little 
difference  to  the  poor  of  that  district  to  which  Union  they  belong,  as  both  work- 
houses  would  be  equally  distant  from  them,  I beg  to  modify  the  proposition  which 
I made  on  the  7th  instant,  and  I recommend  that  the  Tralee  Union  consist  of — 

1.  Tralee  electoral  division. 

2.  Castleisland. 

3.  Brosna. 

4.  Ballincussane. 

5.  Bally  M'Elvigot. 

6.  Castlemaine. 

7.  Kilgarrylander. 

8.  Kilgoblin. 

And  the  Dingle  Union  to  consist  of — 

1.  Ballinoshee  electoral  division. 

2.  Ballinacourty. 

3.  Minard. 

4.  Castlegregory. 

5.  Balliduff. 

6.  Dingle. 

7.  Kilquane. 

' 8.  Ventry. 

9.  Dunorlin. 

10.  Dunquin. 

In  reference  to  the  concluding  paragraph  of  your  communication,  I have  the 
honour  to  request  that  you  will  procure  for  me  from  the  Relief  Commissioners  a 
return  of  the  liabilities  of  the  U nion  at  large,  and  of  the  several  electoral  divisions, 
on  account  of  advances  made  to  the  Finance  Committee  under  the  Temporary 
Relief  Act,  specifying  for  what  electoral  divisions  such  advances  were  intended. 

I have  the  honour  also  to  remind  you  that  I could  not  send  up  any  final  return 
of  the  liabilities  of  the  Union,  by  which  you  could  ascertain  the  exact  balance 

2 S 


Tralee  Union. 
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remaining  or  to  be  paid  by  either  parties  of  the  Union,  until  all  the  paupers 
belonging  to  the  Dingle  Union  are  removed  from  the  Tralee  workhouse, — for  until 
that  is  done,  a current  account  with  all  the  electoral  divisions  of  the  present  Union 
must  be  kept  up ; and  with  a view  of  closing  the  accounts  at  the  most  convenient 
period  both  for  the  Tralee  Union  and  the  Dingle  Union,  I would  suggest  the 
following  arrangement : — 

1.  On  the  Union  being  divided,  the  Dingle  Union  should  take  upon  itself  at  once 
the  management  of  the  out-of-door  relief,  which  the  Tralee  Board  cannot  control 
at  so  great  a distance. 

2.  The  Dingle  Board  should  immediately  hire  temporary  buildings,  and  get  them 
ready  for  reception  by  the  10th  of  March,  providing  by  that  time  the  necessary 
staff. 

3.  The  Tralee  Board  should  discharge  all  the  Dingle  paupers  by  detachments 
from  their  workhouse  between  the  10th  and  25th  of  March,  and  the  Dingle  Board 
receive  them  in  their  hired  buildings. 

4.  Finally,  on  the  25th  of  March,  when  the  Union  accounts  are  closed,  the 
Dingle  electoral  divisions  should  be  released  from  all  charges,  establishment  or 
otherwise,  of  the  Tralee  workhouse,  and  their  accounts  be  then  made  up,  and  a 
final  settlement  effected. 

Should  the  Commissioners  approve  of  this  arrangement,  it  will  he  necessary  that 
a sum  of  money  be  advanced  to  the  Dingle  Board,  to  be  repaid  when  their  exact 
balance  at  the  Tralee  workhouse  is  known. 

It  would  also  then  be  desirable  that  the  returns  called  for  by  the  16th  section 
of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  should  not  be  made  out  until  after  that  date 
(March  25th). 

Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  26,  1848. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  25th  instant. 

I do  not  think  there  was  anything  which  occurred  worthy  of  special  mention, 
except  that  the  consent  which  was  required  to  be  signed  prior  to  the  Treasury 
advancing  7000/.  for  building  the  Dingle  workhouse  was  considered;  and,  to  my 
surprise,  it  was  decided  that  it  should  not  be  signed,  by  a majority  of  one  out  of 
29  present. 

I remonstrated  very  strongly  on  the  subject  against  such  a decision,  hut  in  vain. 

However,  I have  ascertained  that  it  is  probable  that  the  Board  of  Guardians,  or 
that  a majority  of  the  Guardians,  may  reverse  this  decision ; and  as  some  have 
already  commenced  to  sign  it,  I think  that  if  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  Dingle  district  (I  refer  to  later  communications  from  the  Commissioners),  they 
should  deem  it  advisable  that  it  should  be  signed  by  the  Tralee  Board,  a remon- 
strance from  them  to  that  Board  might  have  some  effect. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  29, 1848. 

I am  to  express  the  regret  of  the  Commissioners  at  this  refusal  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  to  sign  the  consent ; but  I am  at  the  same  time  to  inform  you,  that  it 
is  not  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  should  give  their  consent 
by  a formal  vote  of  the  majority  at  any  particular  meeting.  All  that  is  essential 
is,  that  a majority  of  the  Guardians,  including  the  ex-officio  Guardians,  should 
signify  their  consent  in  writing , whether  that  consent  is  signified  either  at  a meeting 
of  the  Board,  or  at  the  houses  of  the  individual  Guardians. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  27,  1848. 

Mr.  Phelan,  in  his  report  dated  January  18,  1848,  writes  as  follows : — 
“My  time  did  not  permit  me  to  inspect  the  body  of  the  house  ; but  I should 
■“  not  consider  the  master  or  matron  to  be  fully  competent  persons;  and,  so  far 
as  I observed,  the  order  and  discipline  which  should  be  carried  out,  was  not 
“ enforced.” 

- In  reference  to  which  I beg  to  acquaint  you,  that  I consider  not  only  the  master 
and  matron  to  be  inefficient,  but  the  assistant  matron  and  assistant  master  likewise, 
and  almost  all  the  relieving  officers. 

I regret  to  state  that  this  arises,  in  my  opinion,  from  the  Guardians  of  the- Union 
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appointing  friends  and  relatives  of  their  own  to  these  situations,  without  either 
knowing  or  caring  whether  they  were  competent  to  perform  their  duties. 

When  we  have  an  appointment  to  fill  up  the  Guardians  attend  in  a crowd; 
when  it  is  filled  up,  however  important  may  be  the  business  going  forward,  they 
leave  the  Board,  while  the  few  zealous  and  hard-working  men  which  there  are,  are 
left  to  work  the  Poor  Law  with  the  incompetent  men  which  others  have  thrust 
upon  them. 

I think  this  is  a heavy  and  serious  discouragement  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  law, 
and  really  tends  to  disgust  those  who  wish  well  to  the  measure. 

I mention  these  particulars  because  I have  often  thought  that  it  would  be  advan- 
tageous if  Guardians  should  not  have  a vote  for  any  appointment  with  a salary 
attached  to  it,  unless  they  had  paid  their  own  rates,  and  attended  one-third  of  the 
meetings  of  the  Board  held  in  the  preceding  six  months. 

This  would  throw  all  appointments  in  the  hands  of  those  who  were  anxious  to 
carry  out  the  law. 

As  it  is,  I have  not  thought  it  advisable  to  take  any  further  steps  than  regularly 
to  expose  the  incompetence  of  the  persons  whom  the  Board  have  appointed,  and 
the  waste  of  the  public  money  which  they  cause,  hoping  that  these  facts,  together 
with  the  heavy  taxation,  will  induce  the  rate-payers  of  the  Union  to  be  more  careful 
as  to  the  persons  whom  they  may  select  as  Poor  Law  Guardians. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — February  1,  1848, 

With  reference  to  your  statement,  as  to  the  general  incompetency  of  per- 
sons filling  situations  under  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Tralee  Union,  I am 
directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  if  any  officer  of  the  Union  appears  to 
you  be  incompetent  or  unfit  for  the  duties  connected  with  his  office,  they  would 
suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  drawing  up  a formal  report  on  the  subject,  setting 
forth  the  grounds  on  which  you  have  arrived  at  that  conclusion. 

The  Commissioners  would  then  consider  your  report,  and  would  be  in  a position, 
if  they  thought  fit,  to  remove  such  officer  from  his  situation. 

At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  would  observe,  that  by  communicating 
with  the  Board  of  Guardians  you  might  convince  them  of  the  incompetency  of  the 
officers  referred  to. 

The  Commissioners  would  refer  you  to  their  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the 
grounds  on  which  they  would  regard  an  officer  as  incompetent  or  unfit  for  his 
office.  Any  general  or  habitual  violation  of  any  of  those  Rules  and  Regulations 
by  an  officer  whom  they  concern,  would  form  a ground  for  his  removal  from  his 
office. 


Sir  Thomas  Ross  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  30,  1848. 

I took  the  liberty  of  detaining  Mr.  M ‘Mullen,  on  my  arrival  here  last 
night,  in  order  to  have  his  opinion  as  to  the  probable  expense  of  fitting  up  the 
proposed  temporary  workhouse  at  Dingle,  as  also  to  examine  the  site  recommended 
by  Captain  Hotham  for  a new  workhouse.  With  respect  to  the  latter,  I believe 
he  agrees  with  me  that  it  would  be  premature  to  determine  finally  upon  any  parti- 
cular site,  because  there  has  not  been  sufficient  time  for  inquiry  and  examination 
of  other  places  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.  There  is,  however,  one  place  (part  of 
the  Ventry  trust  property),  about  half  a mile  due  west  of  the  spot  offered  by  Lord 
Ventry,  which  appears  in  every  respect  more  eligible  than  either  the  commons  or 
any  of  the  others  which  have  been  already  under  consideration,  but  which,  until 
I have  seen  his  lordship’s  agent,  I cannot  say  if  it  is  attainable  or  not;  it  possesses 
the  advantage  of  a good  road  from  the  town,  not  requiring  a shilling  outlay  for 
repair  ; a good  and  cheerful  aspect,  tolerably  well  sheltered,  not  being  within  100 
feet  as  high  as  the  £'  commons  ” site,  and  having  from  20  to  30  acres  which  may 
be  rented  or  purchased  by  the  Guardians,  an  object,  in  my  mind,  of  paramount 
importance,  as  calculated  to  give  reproductive  employment  to  the  paupers ; besides 
which,  it  adjoins  the  commons,  some  part  of  which  might  be  reclaimed  by  spade 
labour.  With  reference  to  the  store  in  Dingle,  which  it  was  proposed  to  fit  up 
fora  temporary  workhouse,  Mr.  M'Mullen  and  myself  made  a careful  inspection  of 
it,  and  we  find  that,  with  an  outlay  of  about  150Z.,  it  would  be  capable  of  accom- 
modating about  200  paupers  only,  a master,  porter,  and  matron,  &c.  I did  not 
inquire  what  rent  would  be  charged,  as,  for  obvious  reasons  (there  being  no  other 
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place),  I discouraged  the  idea  of  taking  it  at  all ; but  I hope  to  have  a meeting  of 
the  Guardians  to-morrow,  and  talking  the  matter  over,  as  also  forming  some  plan 
of  operations  for  revising  the  list  of  paupers,  which,  notwithstanding  that  there  is 
great  destitution,  I have  reason  to  believe  can  be  reduced  very  considerably,  as, 
from  the  manner  of  admission  which  I witnessed  this  day  (individual  Guardians 
giving  tickets),  and  which  I mean  to  reform,  I have  no  doubt  great  abuses  will  be 
found  to  exist  in  this  respect  alone. 

I take  no  share  in  the  responsibility  of  recommending  a division  of  the  Union, 
because,  as  in  this  case,  by  so  doing  you  separate  the  rich  from  the  poorer  parts* 
and  throw  the  whole  burden  of  supporting  the  poor  upon  the  poorer  part ; but,  if 
to  be  divided,  the  sooner  the  better,  as  the  closing  of  the  financial  year  is  at  hand, 
and  this  Union  should  be  ready  at  that  period  to  assume  its  duties.  I was  given' 
to  understand  at  Tralee  that  the  funds  of  the  10  electoral  divisions  which  are  to 
fonn  this  Union  will  be  entirely  exhausted  by  the  25th  of  March,  whilst  there 
will  be  a considerable  balance  in  hand  in  favour  of  the  Tralee  divisions.  If  this 
be  so,  it  will  be  my  duty,  I presume,  to  apply  to  the  Commissioners  for  an  advance 
to  fit  up  the  temporary  workhouse,  purchase  clothing,  furniture,  &c. ; but  I will 
bring  all  these  matters  before  the  Guardians  to-morrow,  and  will  let  you  know  the 
result. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — February  3,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  await  a further  communication  from  you,  after  you 
have  conferred  with  the  Guardians.  J 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  letter  in  which  you  state  that  you  take  no 
share  of  the  responsibility  of  recommending  a division  of  the  Union,  because,  as  in 
this  case,  by  so  doing  you  separate  the  rich  from  the  poorer  parts,  and  throw  the 
whole  burden  of  supporting  the  poor  upon  the  poorer  part,  I am  to  state  that  the 
Commissioners  have  already  given  the  subject  their  fullest  consideration,  and  have 
given  directions  for  the  immediate  division  of  the  Union,  as  recommended  by 
Captain  Hotham.  The  main  ground  on  which  the  Commissioners  have  arrived  at 
this  decision  was,  that  from  the  great  size  of  the  Union,  and  the  distance  of  the 
Dingle  district  from  the  workhouse,  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  that  district 
m accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts,  is  either  practically 
denied,  or  must  be  administered  without  any  efficient  control  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians  at  Tralee. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Hotham  : — Febi'uary  2,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  propose  to  divide  the  Union,  in  accordance  with  your  - 
suggestions,  and  they  will  issue  an  order  accordingly,  as  well  as  an  order  providing 
for  the  election  of  Guardians  in  each  Union  ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will 
be  so  good  as  to  recommend  a returning  officer  for  the  election  of  Guardians  for 
Dingle  Union  with  the  least  possible  delay. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Hotham: — February  3,  1848. 

I am  to  forward,  for  your  information,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a memorandum 
giving  instructions  for  the  orders  which  will  explain  to  you  the  course  the  Commis- 
sioners propose  to  pursue. 


Enclosure. 

1.  An  order  dividing  the  Union,  as  recommended  by  Captain  Hotham,  reciting  the 
formation  of  the  Tralee  Union,  and  that  it  is  expedient  to  alter  the  said  Union  by  separating 
irorn  it  certain  townlands,  and  to  form  the  said  townlands  into  a new  Union  under  the  name  of 
1 1 tt10-0'  Then  State  the  tovvnlands  in  the  usual  way,  and  declare  the  new  Union, 
ana  the  old  Union  to  be  hereafter  as  now  altered.  Preserve  in  both  the  present  electoral 
lvisions.  1 his  order  to  take  effect  from  25th  March,  or  as  soon  as  Guardians  elected. 

. li  order  reciting  the  above,  and  providing  for  election  of  Guardians  in  each  Union, 
o.  A returning  officer  for  Dingle  must  also  be  appointed. 
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Mr.  Horsley,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners  :• — 
November  29,  1847. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Milford  Board  of  Guardians  this  day. 
There  was  a pretty  full  attendance  of  Guardians. 

The  internal  economy  of  the  house  has  of  late,  been  much  neglected,  but  the 
Guardians  are  now  sensibly  alive  to  the  necessity  of  looking  more  narrowly 
into  it  in  future.  J 

On  Wednesday,  1 inspected  every  part  of  the  house,  and  found  it  in  a very 
improved  condition,  as  far  as  regards  cleanliness,  since  my  former  visit.  * 

With  the  additions  to  day,  the  house  now  contains  434  inmates,  chiefly 
women  and  children. 

On  next  Board  day,  there  is  to  be  a revision  of  the  registry  book,  and  the 
relieving  officers  are  to  be  in  attendance.  Destitution  is  fast  increasing,  and 
out-door  relief  will  have  to  be  resorted  to  soon,  in  some  of  the  west  electorates. 

The  collectors  have  not  yet  received  their  books  for  the  collection  of  the  new 
rate,  but  the  clerk  has  been  ordered  to  procure  additional  assistance,  and  he 
expects  to  have  both  rate  and  collectors’  books  completed  by  Monday  next. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners  December  6,  1847. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day. 

Previous  to  the  ordinary  hour  of  meeting,  the  Visiting  Committee  inspected 
the  house,  and  having  reported,  verbally,  on  its  condition  to  the  Board,  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  putting  it  in  a proper  state  of  repair ; and  also  for  pro- 
curing a sufficient  supply  of  clothing,  and  of  those  utensils  in  which  it  appeared, 
to  be  deficient. 

The  rate-books  and  collectors-books  are  now  completed,  the  latter  only  re- 
quiring the  signatures  of  the  Guardians. 

I have  constantly  urged  on  the  Board,  the  expediency  of  getting  out  these 
books  as  speedily  as  possible ; and  to-day  told  them  that  all  over  the  Union, 
I saw  the  haggards  were  being  fast  emptied  of  their  contents  ; and  that  unless 
they  (the  Guardians)  forthwith  got  out  the  rate-books,  all  tangible  security  for 
the  collection  of  the  rate  would  soon  be  removed,  and  that  any  delay  or  dila- 
toriness on  their  part,  besides  perilling  the  realization  of  the  rate,  is  extremely 
unfair  to  the  collectors. 

The  Board  assured  me  the  collectors’  books  should  be  perfected  on  Monday 
next.  The  collectors  are  ordered  to  be  in  attendance  on  that  day. 

The  relieving  officers  were  in  attendance,  it  having  been  supposed  that  in 
some  of  the  electorates,  out-door  relief  would  have  to  be  given  this  week.  The 
medical  officer,  however,  having  reported  that  the  house  can  safely,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  epidemic  disease,  afford  accommodation  for  500  inmates,  out-door 
relief  may  be  staved  off  for  another  week,  or  perhaps,  a fortnight  to  come. 

With  the  admissions  to  day,  the  house  now  contains  469  paupers. 

The  Board  investigated  a series  of  charges  preferred  to-day  by  Biddy 
Gallagher,  against  the  master  and  matron.  Those  charges  will  be  forwarded, 
together  with  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings,  to  your  office,  by  the  clerk  of  the 
Union. 

I need  only  say  with  reference  to  them,  that  the  master  admitted,  generally, 
the  truth  of  the  charges  preferred  against  himself,  pleading  ignorance  of  his 
duties  in  palliation.  The  matron  followed  the  same  course.  Both  he  and  she 
are,  as  you  are  aware,  newly  appointed  officers,  and  seem,  on  entering  office,  to 
have  adopted  the  lax  system  pursued  by  their  predecessors. 

You  will  see  from  the  minutes,  how  the  Board  of  Guardians  dealt  with  the 
foregoing  matter. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Milford  Union. 


318  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

Reply  to  the  foregoing: — December  1 1,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  fully  concur  in  your  views,  as  to  the  great  import- 
ance of  commencing  the  collection  of  the  new  rate  without  delay. 

As  regards  the  commencement  of  out-door  relief,  I am  to  state  that  the 
Commissioners’  architect  has  expressed  an  opinion  that  not  more  than  440  can 
be  properly  accommodated,  in  the  existing  workhouse  buildings;  and  the 
Commissioners  fear  that  500  would  be  too  great  a number.  At  any  rate,  the 
Commissioners  cannot  think  it  prudent  to  defer  the  commencement  of  out-door 
relief,  until  the  workhouse  is  so  full  that  no  more  can  be  received  into  it ; and 
the  Commissioners  think  you  should  press  this  view  upon  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, and  urge  them  to  commence  the  administration  of  relief  under  the  1st 
section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

With  reference  to  the  charges  against  the  master,  the  Commissioners  will 
take  such  notice  of  the  circumstance  as  may  seem  necessary,  when  they  have 
the  minutes  of  the  Guardians’  meeting  of  Monday  last,  before  them. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  13,  1847. 

I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  and  beg  to 
annex  the  following  report  with  regard  to  their  proceedings. 

After  the  Board  had  gone  through  the  ordinary  routine  business,  the  medical 
officer  came  before  the  Guardians,  and  represented  that  sickness  was  on  the 
increase  in  the  house,  there  being  no  less  than  64  patients  under  treatment  in 
the  hospital  and  the  fever-sheds,  and  that  unless  some  steps  were  immediately 
taken  for  improving  ventilation  throughout  the  house,  he  feared  great  mortality 
would  ensue. 

I laid  before  the  Board  your  architect’s  report  on  ventilation,  sewerage, 
&c.,  and,  together  with  the  medical  officer,  offered  some  suggestions  on  these 
important  points,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Guardians.  Upon  which,  they 
agreed  to  receive  from  competent  tradesmen,  estimates  of  the  probable  cost  of 
making  the  necessary  alterations,  improvements,  and  repairs  required  in  the 
house,  and  to  have  them  put  in  hand  as  speedily  as  possible.  They  also  agreed 
to  enter  into  annual  contracts  with  the  several  tradesmen,  to  keep  the  house 
henceforth,  in  a proper  state  of  repair. 

The  rate  collectors  were  then  brought  into  the  Board-room,  and  it  having 
been  ascertained  that  their  bonds  were  according  to  form,  and  that  the  sureties 
in  each  case  were  alive,  solvent,  and  in  the  country,  the  new  books  were  handed 
to  the  collectors,  and  those  officers  were  instructed  by  the  Board  to  set  actively 
about  the  collection  of  the  rate. 

The  Board  next  proceeded  to  elect  a medical  officer  for  the  electorates  of 
Carigart  and  Meevagh,  and  after  examining  the  papers  and  testimonials  of  the 
only  two  candidates,  they  selected  Dr.  Samuel  Johnston,  ten  Guardians  having- 
voted  for  him,  and  three  having  voted  for  the  other  candidate. 

Dr.  Johnston’s  testimonials  and  diplomas  were  of  a very  high  order,  and  I 
think  the  Guardians  exercised  a sound  discretion  in  appointing  him,  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  other  candidate.  The  Board  next  examined  the  applications  for 
admission  to  the  house,  admitting  48  and  rejecting  44.  On  Saturday  last,  the 
house  contained  458  inmates;  with  the  admissions  to-day  there  are  now  in  it 
506  souls. 

Of  the  44  rejected,  many  had  a long  distance  to  travel  after  dark,  to  their 
wretched  homes.  , 

The  Guardians  seemed  unprepared  for  the  rush  made  to  the  poor-house 
to-day,  although,  ever  since  my  arrival  in  this  Union,  I have  not  ceaseii  to  urge 
upon  them  the  necessity  for  abandoning  a hopeless  struggle  against  out-door 
relief,  and  that  it  was  mere  false  economy  to  defer  the  salaries  of  the  relieving 
officers,  when,  for  weeks  past,  those  officers  might  have  been  usefully  employed, 
in  ascertaining  the  actual  condition  of  the  population  in  the  respective  districts ; 
in  preparing  to  meet  the  claims  of  the  really  destitute,  and  in  overthrowing  the 
schemes  of  the  designing  and  fraudulent.  The  Board  instructed  the  clerk  to 
write  to  each  Guardian,  requesting  his  attendance  on  the  next  day  of  meeting, 
to  assist  in  carrying  out  the  necessary  measures  for  affording  out-door  relief. 
The  relieving  officers  are  to  be  in'  attendance  on  that  day,  to  receive  full  in- 
structions, &c. 
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The  Guardians  seem  determined  to  act  energetically  now,  but  they  have  been  Milford  Union 
somewhat  dilatory,  and  I can  only  trust  that  no  loss  of  life  amongst  the  poor, 
may  result  from  the  attempt  to  stave  off  the  system  of  out-door  relief. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners: — December  20,  1847. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day.  There  was 
a full  attendance  of  Guardians. 

After  the  transaction  of  the  ordinary  routine  business,  the  relieving  officers  were 
called  before  the  Board,  and  informed  that  their  respective  salaries  were  to  date 
from  the  1st  of  the  present  month  ; and  they  were  instructed  to  inform  themselves 
on  all  points  connected  with  their  duties,  and  to  ascertain  as  speedily  as  possible 
the  condition  of  the  necessitous  families  within  their  districts. 

To  enable  them  to  do  this,  they  were  handed  the  duplicate  Relief  lists  in  use 
under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  and  advised  to  consult  the  members  of  the  former 
Relief  Committees  under  that  Act,  and  were  further  instructed  to  confine  provi- 
sional relief  to  parties  legally  entitled  thereto,  to  give  no  assistance  outside  the 
workhouse  to  the  able-bodied  class,  unless  in  cases  of  sickness  or  inability  to  work, 
owing  to  accidents  or  temporary  disablement;  and  further,  to  take  every  precaution 
to  prevent  imposition  being  practised  against  them  by  persons  holding  more  land 
. than  a quarter  of  an  acre. 

The  medical  officer  reported  to  the  Board  that  the  house  was  too  full,  especially 
as  sickness,  in  the  shapes  of  fever  and  diarrhoea,  was  rapidly  increasing  within  it. 

I urged  on  the  Guardians  the  necessity  of  immediately  reducing  the  numbers  in 
the  house,  by  handing  over  to  the  relieving  officers  a portion,  at  any  rate,  of  those 
classes  who  are  eligible  to  out-door  relief,  without  application  being  made  to  the 
Commissioners. 

Accordingly,  the  registry  book  was  gone  over,  and  105  paupers  are  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  poor-house  to-morrow. 

On  Monday  next  I hope  to  effect  a further  reduction. 

Indian  meal  will  be  furnished  to-morrow  to  the  relieving  officers,  to  distribute 
food  (when  practicable  in  a cooked  form)  to  the  out-door  paupers. 

The  rate  collectors  were  called  in,  and  ordered  to  attend  the  clerk  on  Friday  next 
with  their  collecting  books,  receipt  check  books,  and  receipt  abstract  books. 

During  the  last  week  the  collectors  have  got  in  a very  trifling  sum,  owing  to 
their  having  been  engaged  in  executing  levy  warrants,  granted  for  the  collection 
of  arrears  oil  the  previous  rate,  prior  to  the  making  of  the  present  one.  The  col- 
lectors met  with  considerable  obstruction  in  this  matter,  and  unless  vigorous  measures 
are  taken  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  present  rate,  and  proper  assistance  afforded 
to  the  collectors,  I much  fear  there  will  be  great  difficulty  iu  realizing  sufficient 
funds  to  carry  on  the  ordinary  in-door  expenditure  of  the  Union,  to  say  nothing  of 
that  which  will  be  required  for  out-door  relief. 

With  the  admissions  to-day,  485  souls  will  sleep  in  the  workhouse  to-night, 
but,  as  I have  stated  above,  105  paupers  are  to  be  discharged  to-morrow  morning. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  27,  1847. 

I am  to  remind  you  that,  except  in  cases  provided  for  by  the  7th  section  of 
the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  viz.,  cases  which  are  sudden  as  well  as  urgent,  the 
ordering  of  relief  rests  solely  with  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  duties  of  the 
relieving  officers  being  confined,  except  as  regards  the  class  abovementioned,  to 
inquiring  into  the  cases  of  applicants  for  relief,  reporting  to  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians thereon,  and  afterwards  dispensing  the  relief  which  may  be  ordered  by  the 
Board. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners: — December  27,  1847. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  and  beg  to 
submit  the  following  report  thereon. 

The  routine  business  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Board,  in  compliance  with  a 
few  suggestions  offered  by  myself,  agreed  to  take  immediate  steps  for  organizing 
a system  of  industrial  occupation  amongst  the  inmates  of  the  house. 
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Hitherto,  nothing  whatever  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  affording  industrial  em- 
ployment to  the  paupers  within  the  house,  and  the  day-rooms  have  consequently 
been  crowded  with  idlers  cowering  round  the  fires,  fighting  for  the  best  places, 
consuming  the  livelong  day  in  idle  talk,  acquiring  no  moral  or  decent  habits,  and 
consuming  an  unlimited  quantity  of  coals  to  keep  circulation,  unstimulated  by 
exertion,  from  stagnation. 

The  consumption  of  coals  in  the  Milford  Union  workhouse  during  the  few  weeks 
I have  been  here,  has  averaged  from  9 to  10  tons  per  week  ; whereas  in  other 
workhouses  of  the  same  size  (Letterkenny  house  for  instance),  from  to  4 tons 
have  been  found  sufficient. 

I called  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  this,  among  other  extravagant  items  of 
expenditure,  at  the  second  meeting  of  the  Board  which  I attended,  and  have  on 
every  Board-day  since  insisted  on  the  proper  remedy  being  applied. 

At  last,  as  you  will  observe  from  the  minutes  of  to-day’s  proceedings,  the  Guar- 
dians have  determined  to  check  reckless  expenditure,  and,  at  the  same  time,  have 
taken  initiatory  steps  to  provide  useful  and  wholesome  occupation  for  the  pauper 
inmates  of  the  house. 

) The  Board  next  agreed  that  the  hour  of  meeting  should  be  changed  from  12 

0 clock  to  11  o’clock,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners,  and 

1 think  the  earlier  hour  of  the  two  would  be  preferable,  inasmuch  as  a great  variety  of 
business  has  to  be  transacted  at  the  Board  meetings,  which  cannot  be  overtaken 
after  the  present  hour  of  meeting  without  compelling  the  Guardians  to  travel  home 
after  dark,  over  roads  (o  which,  comparatively,  nullahs  would  be  easy  and  safe. 

There  would  be  a better  attendance  of  Guardians  from  the  distant  electorates  if 
they  saw  any  chance  of  reaching  home  before  nightfall.  As  it  is  now,  they  seldom 
come,  and  they  represent  the  most  destitute  districts  within  the  Union. 

The  collectors  (by  their  own  account)  were  actively  engaged  during  the  past 
week  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  payment  of  the  present  rate,  but'their  success  has 
been  anything  but  great.  The  whole  sum  realized  by  them  only  amounted  to  951., 
and  some  odd  shillings.  One  collector  obtained  nothing,  another  only  1 3,s.  6 d. 
They  told  me  they  seldom  “ take  much  by  the  first  call.”  I instructed  them  to 
call  on  the  immediate  lessors  first,  as  the  Guardians  must  be  put  in  funds  as 
speedily  as  possible;  and  in  this  Union  the  large  amount  of  rate  has  to  be  paid  by 
immediate  lessors.  r J 


The  relieving  officers  were  in  attendance  with  their  books,  and  several  parties 
coming  within  the  provisions  of  the  1st  section  of  Act  10  Viet.  cap.  31,  who  could 
not  be  admitted  to  the  workhouse  in  consequence  of  its  crowded  state,  were  handed 
over  to  the  relieving  officers  as  fit  subjects  for  out-door  relief. 

Destitution  is  frightfully  on  the  increase.  There  is  no  employment  for  the  able- 
bodied  poor,  and  I tear  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Commissioners  to  authorize, 
very  shortly,  out-door  relief  to  that  class.  Numbers  of  them  have  given  up  their 
small  holdings  to  the  landlords,  and  their  houses  have  been  in  very  many  instances 
tnrown  down.  Indeed,  the  classes  eligible  to  out-door  relief  under  the  1st  section 
ct  the  Act,  cannot  be  turned  out  of  the  house  to  make  room  for  the  able-bodied 
as  they  have  no  place  to  go  to  for  shelter  from  the  winds  of  heaven.  Within  the 
last  three  months  almost  every  landlord  or  occupier  has,  on  the  admission  of  such 
parties  to  the  workhouse,  instantly  levelled  their  wretched  hovels  with  the  ground  • 
thus  making  permanent  paupers  of  these  classes.  It  would  not  be  affirming  too 
much  to  say  there  has  been  a race  to  get  these  classes  into  the  workhouse,  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  the  particular  lands  of  them. 

.iZh.:-IaVfr,^“f'“defin,ed  hy  Act  10  vict-  “P'  31.  is  not  taken  into  con- 
sideration by  the  Milford  Board  of  Guardians  when  making  paupers  chargeable  to 
electorates,  or  the  Union  at  large.  They  (the  Guardians)  have  an  understanding 
among  themselves  on  this  point,  but  I am  humbly  of  opinion  that,  unless  the  law 
lead  ? “ praci'ce’  *h.f unh»“smg  of  the  population  (except  in  the  workhouse!  will 
of  thi  s TT  ?cnfice  °f  ’*• , Wer«  ,the  law  1>“‘  in  force,  three-fourths  of  the  paupers 
eVlun  Un  IOn  "'°“ld.be  chargeable  to  it  at  large,  as  they  are,  and  have  been,  from 
a.?T ie„ni aS  mendicant  race,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a family 
who  had  resided  30  months  out  of  the  last  36  in  any  one  electorate. 

e tie  aw  of  residence  be  properly  enforced,  and  the  inducement  to  immediately 
clearing  lands  of  paupers  would  be  in  some  measure  removed.  Time  would  be 
'or  devising  and  carrying  out  improvements  in  agriculture  and  husbandry, 
mmhf-T6  W a 31  j now  |)einS,re»dered  houseless  outcasts  and  permanent  paupers, 

Xe  lamlwTudSaut0f  SUPP0,ti”g  "d  °f  ^ ‘°‘he 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  32  L 

Tile  medical  officer  (Dr.  Molloy)  spoke  to  me  to-day  in  reference  to  your  letter 
to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  disallowing  the  increased  dietary  to  the  women  engaged 
in  the  laundry,  and  asked  me  to  state  that  he  considers  the  increased  dietary  ordered 
-at  his  suggestion  to  be  given  to  the  night  nurses  in  the  infirmary  and  fever  sheds 
perfectly  necessary  for  the  preservation- of  their  health  amid  contagion,  and  there- 
fore hopes  you  will  not  apply  the  rule  of  disallowing  the  increased  rations  to  them. 

I may  mention,  that  out  of  410  inmates  of  the  house,  78  are  at  this  moment 
in  the  infirmary  and  fever  sheds.  The  former  department  is  overcrowded,  and  the 
medical  officer  wishes  to  be  allowed  to  remove  the  old  infirm  people  who  have  no 
epidemic  disease,  or  any,  indeed,  except  that  arising  from  a decay  of  nature,  to  the 
infirm  wards  in  the  body  of  the  house,  if  you  will  sanction  his  doing  so. 

Should  you  do  so,  he  is  of  opinion  the  general  health  of  the  house  would  be 
benefited  thereby. 

A very  painful  matter  was  mentioned  at  the  Board  to-day.  A widow  and  two 
children  were  discharged  on  Tuesday  last  to  go  to  Carronkeel  to  receive  out-door 
relief,  the  mother  having  been  given  a ticket  to  the  relieving  officer.  She  set  out 
on  her  journey,  was  not  strong,  and  going  into  a waste  house,  laid  down  and  died. 
The  coroner  held  an  inquest  on  the  body  to-day.  I.  have  not  heard  what  the  verdict 
was,  but  I distinctly  told  the  Guardians  they  should  not  discharge  any  but  those 
who  had  homes  to  go  to,  and  who  were  in  a condition  to  reach  them  before  night- 
fall. I will  communicate  further  on  this  matter  when  I am  in  possession  of  the 
particulars. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  30,  1847. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  the  industrial 
employment  of  the  workhouse  inmates,  the  Commissioners  request  that  you  will 
be  so  good  as  to  furnish  them  with  the  details  of  the  suggestions  made  by  you  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians  on  this  subject.  The  Commissioners  merely  make  the  request 
vith  a view  to  their  own  information ; they  desire,  however,  to  add,  that  the  sub- 
ject is  not  referred  to  in  tile  Guardians’  minutes  of  Monday  last. 

As  regards  the  collection  of  the  rate,  the  Commissioners  rely  upon  your  adopt- 
ing every  means  in  your  power  to  stimulate  the  collectors,  and  to  ensure  a prompt 
and  efficient  collection  of  the  rate ; and  on  this  head  the  Commissioners  desire  to 
call  your  especial  attention  to  their  circular  letter  of  the  26th  October  last. 

With  reference  to  your  statement,  that  the  classes  eligible  for  out-door  relief, 
under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  cannot  be  turned  out  of 
the  house  to  make  room  for  the  able-bodied,  as  they  have  no  place  to  go  to  for 
shelter,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  remind  you  that  the  Guardians  have  full 
power  to  grant  sufficient  out-door  allowances  to  these  classes,  lor  lodging,  cloth- 
ing, and  fuel,  as  well  as  food ; and  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  such 
allowances  ought  to  be  given  where  necessary,  and  that  under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  Milford  Union,  it  will  be  found  more  economical  to  give  them,  and  thus 
to  keep  the  workhouse  available,  as  a test  for  the  able-bodied  applicants  for  relief, 
than  to  allow  the  classes  to  whom  out-door  allowances  might  legally  be  given 
under  the  1st  section,  to  remain  in  the  workhouse,  and  thereby  render  it  absolutely 
necessary,  owing  to  the  want  of  workhouse  accommodation  for  the  able-bodied,  to 
authorize  out-do'or  relief  to  that  class,  under  the  2nd  section. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  in  regard  to  the  Guardians’  neglect  of  the 
law  of  residence,  as  affecting  the  chargeability  of  paupers,  and  the  importance  of 
putting  that  law  in  force,  I am  to  request  you  will  be'  so  good  as  to  state  in 
what  respect,  and  in  what  way,  the  law  is  departed  from,  and  what  is  the  under- 
standing on  the  subject,  which  you  state  the  Guardians  have  among  themselves. 

With  regard  to  the  increased  dietary  to  certain  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  the 
Commissioners  desire  to  state,  that  although  as  a general  rule,  departures  from 
the  established  dietary,  in  favour  of  particular  paupers,  are  objectionable,  the  Com- 
missioners do  not  think  that  the  rule  is  applicable  to  the  case  of  the  paupers  who 
are  employed  as  night  nurses  in  the  infirmary  and  fever  sheds  ; and  if  the  medi- 
cal officer  is  of  opinion  that  extra  allowances  beyond  the  ordinary  diet,  are  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  preserve  the  paupers  so  employed  in'  health,  such  allowances  may 
properly  be  given. 

As  to  the  wish  of  the  medical  officer  to  he  allowed  to  remove  the  old  infirm 
people  from  the  infirmary  wards  to  the  body  of  the  house,  the  Commissioners 
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would  suggest  the  propriety  of  granting  out-door  relief  to  the  individuals  referred 
to,  taking  care  that  such  allowances  are  sufficient  to  secure  them  from  suffering-  by 
either  cold  or  hunger. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  glad  to  receive  the  particulars  relating  to  the  case 
of  the  woman  referred  to  in  your  report,  as  having  been  discharged  from  the  work- 
house,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  out-door  relief,  and  who  died  on  her  way 
home. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  27,  1847. 

I beg  to  report  that  the  Milford  Board  of  Guardians  will  gratefully  avail 
themselves  of  the  offer  of  Government  to  erect  an  oven  on  the  workhouse  premises 
for  the  purpose  of  baking  bread  for  the  support  of  those  requiring  out-door  relief 
within  the  Union. 

The  grounds  around  the  workhouse  are  not  enclosed,  and  the  Guardians  are  of 
opinion  that  the  best  place  for  erecting  the  oven  will  be  at  the  back  of  what  is 
now  used  as  the  coal-cellar.  There  is  ample  room,  a chimney  into  which  the  flues 
could  be  conducted — a supply  of  water  close  by — and  the  bread  when  baked, 
could  be  put  into  the  carts  at  the  back  gate  for  delivery  to  the  several  relieving 
officers. 

It  would  be  necessary  to  build  up  the  present  coal-cellar  door,  and  to  strike  a 
fresh  one  out  at  the  gable  end  of  the  building. 

How  are  the  Guardians  to  proceed  ? Will  an  officer  be  sent  to  look  at  the  pro- 
posed site,  and  report  thereon  ? 

The  sooner  the  oven  can  he  erected,  and  brought  into  operation,  the  sooner  the 
Guardians  will  be  able  to  grapple  with  the  difficulties  of  out-door  relief. 

The  present  system  of  giving  dry  meal  is  highly  objectionable,  and  yet  if  an 
oven  is  to  be  put  up,  capable  of  baking  a sufficient  quantity  of  bread  for  the  wants 
of  the  Union,  it  would  be  injudicious  to  enter  into  expensive  arrangements  for 
storing  provisions  in  dangerous  localities,  and  organizing  a staff  for  cooking  and 
administering  stirabout. 

The  Guardians  could  take  contracts  for  having  the  bread  carted  to  the  several 
relieving  officers,  and  as  Milford  is  very  central  to  the  Union,  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  in  having  it  delivered  during  daylight  to  them. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners: — December  31,  1848. 

I beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  30th 
December,  1847,  and  to  submit  the  following  report,  with  reference  to  the  points 
on  which  you  desire  information. 

The  details  of  the  suggestions  offered  by  me  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  with 
relation  to  industrial  employment  in  the  house,  were  in  substance  as  annexed.  I 
told  the  Board  it  was  painful  to  observe  the  inmates  of  the  house  engaged  in  no 
useful  occupation  whatever,  and  that  it  appeared  to  me  that  much  might  be  done  by 
the  Board,  to  remedy  such  a state  of  matters  ; that  they,  the  Board,  might  purchase 
flax,  two  or  three  sets  of  hackles,  a few  spinning  wheels,  and  even  two  or  three 
looms,  and  thus  find  work  for  both  sexes  of  all  ages ; that  they  might  purchase 
wool,  skins,  and  carding-brushes,  with  a similar  view ; that  they  might  instruct 
the  master  to  find  out  what  useful  trades  the  different  inmates  had  at  any  time 
pursued,  shoemaking  and  tailoring,  for  instance,  and  then  set  such  parties  to  work 
at  their  respective  trades,  and  make  them  instruct  others ; that  in  like  manner, 
basket-making,  and  mat-making,  and  various  other  branches  of  industry  might  be 
introduced.  That  pauper  women  who  could  cut  out  and  shape  materials  for  cloth- 
ing,  should  be  made  to  do  so,  and  that  the  schoolmistress  should  be  instructed  to 
select  the  best  sempstresses  to  make  it  up.  In  short,  that  where  at  all  practicable, 
everything,  whether  clothing  or  other  articles  required  for  the  use  of  the  house, 
should  be  in  some  measure  produced  by  the  labour  of  those  who  are  clothed, 
fed,  and  housed  at  the  expense  of  the  rate-payers.  That  a habit  of  industry 
should  be  kept  alive  among  the  destitute,  and  where  that  habit  did  not  exist,  it 
should  be  inculcated  and  enforced  in  practice.  That  of  course  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians should  not  think  of  making  pauper  inmates  produce  articles  for  the  market ; 
but  that  they  were  fully  justified  in  making  the  paupers  obviate,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  necessity  of  the  Guardians  going  to  market.  I moreover  suggested  to  the  Board, 
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that  were  they  to  cut  down  extravagant  items  of  expenditure,  coals  especially,  the  Milford  Union, 
saving  affected  in  such  items,  would  enable  them  to  accomplish  the  first  outlay  ne- 
cessary  lor  organizing  an  industrial  system  within  the  house. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  communication  which  bears  on  the  power  of 
the  Guardians  to  find  lodging,  clothing,  and  fuel  for  the  recipients  of  out-door 
lelief,  I beg  to  state  that  at  every  meeting  of  the  Board,  I not  only  told  them  they 
had  such  power,  but  that  they  were  bound  to  execute  it,  whenever  and  wherever 
the  necessity  for  so  doing  should  arise ; but  notwithstanding  more  than  one  Guar- 
dian (being  agents)  told  me  they  had  thrown  down,  and  would  continue  to  throw 
down  the  hovels  of  paupers  finding  admission  to  the  workhouse.  The  effect  of 
such  a system,  is  to  make  the  proprietors  who  have  no  paupers  on  their  land,  pay 
in  an  unfair  ratio  for  those  of  their  less  scrupulous  neighbours,  in  addition  to  the 
risk  which  such  proprietors  run,  ol  having  pauper  lodgers  fixed  on  their  proper- 
ties by  the  Board  of  Guardions  and  the  relieving  officers. 

With  regard  to  the  law  of  residence,  I have  to  repeat  that  the  Milford  Board 
of  Guardians  do  not  carry  out  the  12th  section  of  the  Act  10  Vic.,  cap.  31 ; were 
they  to  do  so,  three-fourths  of  the  paupers  now  chargeable  in  single  electorates, 
ought  to  be  transferred  to  the  Union  at  large,  that  is,  if  paupers  who  cannot  esta- 
blish a residence  of  30  months  in  any  one  electorate,  out  of  the  30  months  previous 
to  their  application  for  relief,  be  eligible  to  any  assistance. 

The  Milford  Board  of  Guardians  pursue  the  old  system  of  charging  a pauper 
to  the  same  electoral  division,  as  that  to  which  at  any  previous  occasion  he  was 
made  chargeable,  and  in  cases  where  a pauper  now  entered  the  house  for  the  first 
time ; they  charge  him  to  that  electorate  in  which  he  may  have  been  resident  for 
the  last  12  months,  or  more,  previous  to  his  admission  ; or  to  that  one  to  which 
his  vagrant  visits  may  have  been  most  frequent. 

As  long  as  the  Guardians  pursue  this  system,  vagrancy  and  mendicity  will  pre- 
vail, for  there  is  neither  a sufficient  police  force,  nor  sufficient  energy  among  the 
better  classes  of  society  to  put  them  down. 

If  I am  right  in  supposing  that  paupers  who  cannot  establish  a claim  of  resi- 
dence on  a single  electorate,  are  chargeable  to  the  Union  at  large,  and  if  the  rate 
were  to  be  enforced,  self-interest  would  soon  operate  with  those  who  would  have  to 
bear  the  tax,  and  induce  them  to  confine  paupers  to  the  districts  to  which  they 
properly  belong. 

Till  this  is  done  the  Vagrant  Act  will  remain  a dead  letter,  and  the  monster 
evil  of  the  country  remain  unremedied. 

With  regard  to  the  death  of  the  poor  woman,  Margaret  Haggerty,  who  died  on 
her  way  to  her  home,  in  Tanet,  I have  to  report  that  I have  it  from  chief  constable 
Cassidy,  stationed  at  Ramelton,  that  he  was  present  at  an  inquest  held  on  the  body, 
and  that  the  poor  woman  never  got  farther  on  her  way  home  than  half  a mile 
beyond  Milford.  She  had  her  lour  children  with  her ; it  appears  she  slept  in 
Milford  on  the  Tuesday  night  on  which  she  was  discharged  from  the  poor-house, 
and  set  out  on  her  way  home  on  the  following  morning,  but  feeling  unable  to  pro- 
ceed more  than  half  a mile,  lay  down  under  a hedge,  where  she  was  found  by  a 
man  who  pointed  out  a waste  house  near,  and  she  having  crept  into  it,  he  furnished 
her  with  straw  for  bedding,  and  some  turf  for  fuel.  The  poor  woman  sent  her 
eldest  son,  a mere  lad,  with  the  ticket  given  her  by  the  relieving  officer,  at  Tamny, 
describing  her  situation,  and  begging  to  be  sent  for  *,  on  the  evening  of  the  same 
day  (Wednesday),  she  sent  her  second  son  an  a similar  errand,  having  heard  no- 
thing from  the  eldest;  on  the  following  morning  (Thursday),  she  was  found  dead 
in  the  empty  house,  and  her  remaining  two  children  asleep  by  her  side.  From 
Tuesday  night  to  Thursday  morning,  the  poor  creature  was  within  half  a mile 
from  the  relieving  officer  of  Milford,  who  would  have  attended  to  the  case,  had  any 
one  informed  him  of  it.  The  jury  brought  in  a verdict  of  “ died  of  cold,  and  want 
of  sufficient  nourishment.” 

On  the  Tuesday  alluded  to  (December  21),  a great  number  of  paupers  were 
discharged  from  the  poor-house  to  receive  out-door  relief,  and  this  poor  woman 
amongst  them . A great  part  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  taking  the  workhouse 
clothes  from  them,  and  restoring  their  own,  and  thus  it  was  the  evening  before 
Margaret  Haggerty  was  discharged.  The  fact  is,  had  she  been  discharged  in  the 
morning,  she  was  not  tit  to  undertake  the  journey  she  had  to  go,  and  if  the  master 
had  had  any  discretion,  lie  should  either  have  retained  her  in  the  house,  or  sent 
her  in  a cart  to  her  destination.  Still  it  is  strange  that  no  one  mentioned  the  case 
to  the  relieving  officer  at  Milford,  for  it  was  known  to  many  on  Tuesday  evening. 

2 T 2 
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The  Guardians  were  much  shocked  at  the  dreadful  termination  of  this  case,  and 
will  take  care  in  future,  that  infirm  paupers  shall  be  conveyed  to  their  homes. 

The  two  children  who  were  found  with  their  mother,  were  taken  into  the  work- 
house,  I have  not  as  yet  learned  whether  the  other  two  reached  the  relieving  officer 
at  Tamny,  but  will  report  to  you  as  soon  as  I have  seen  him,  and  ascertained  what 
he  knows  of  the  case. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — January  6,  1S48. 

The  Commissioners  propose  to  address  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  their 
next  meeting,  on  the  subject  of  that  part  of  your  report,  which  relates  to  the  law 
of  residence  as  defined  by  the  12th  section  of  the  10th  Viet,  cap.  31. 

With  reference  to  the  case  of  Margaret  Herraghty,  who  died  on  her  way  home, 
after  being  discharged  from  the  workhouse,  the  Commissioners  think  that  the 
matter  should  be  fully  investigated  by  you. 

It  appears  from  your  statement,  that  the  woman  was  discharged  from  the 
workhouse  on  Tuesday  evening,  that  she  was  not  then  in  a fit  state  to  undertake 
the  journey  she  had  to  go  ; that  she  slept  in  Milford  on  Tuesday  night,  and  com- 
menced her  journey  on  the  following  morning;  that  although  her  case  was  known 
to  many  in  Milford  on  Tuesday  evening,  it  never  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
relieving  officer ; that  when  she  found  herself  unable  to  proceed,  she  sent  two  of 
her  children  at  different  times  of  the  day  to  the  relieving  officer,  describing  her 
situation,  and  begging  to  be  sent  for : it  does  not,  however,  appear  whether  either 
of  the  children  reached  the  relieving  officer,  but  on  the  following  morning  the 
poor  woman  was  found  dead  in  a waste  house,  with  her  two  youngest  children 
asleep  by  her  side,  the  two  whom  she  had  sent  to  the  relieving  officer  not  having 
returned. 

On  this  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  Commissioners  think  that  there 
are  several  points  which  require  explanation.  It  should  be  ascertained  whether 
the  master  was  or  was  not  aware  of  the  state  in  which  Margaret  Herraghty  was, 
when  he  discharged  her,  and  whether  her  state  was  known  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  when  her  discharge  was  ordered.  It  should  also  be  ascertained 
whether  the  children  found  the  relieving  officer  to  whom  they  were  sent,  and  if  so, 
why  he  did  not  attend  to  the  case,  or  if  not,  whether  there  was  any  difficulty, 
which  prevented  their  making  the  case  known  to  him,  and  which  any  other 
arrangement  than  those  existing  would  have  obviated;  and  generally  it  should  be 
also  ascertained,  whether  any  blame  is,  or  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  party 
charged  with  the  administration  of  relief  to  the  destitute  in  Milford  Union. 

With  this  view  the  Commissioners  request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  take 
evidence  on  oath  on  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  case,  and  report  specially 
to  the  Commissioners  respecting  it. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  4,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  proceedings  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday. 

After  disposing  of  the  ordinary  routine  business,  the  Guardians  examined  the 
Application  and  Report  Books,  and  the  Receipt  and  Expenditure  Books  of  the 
relieving  officers,  and  were  engaged  for  a considerable  time  in  deciding  upon  the 
claims  of  the  applicants  for  relief,  and  in  determining  upon  the  nature,  amount, 
and  duration  of  the  relief  to  be  afforded. 

Destitution  is  daily  increasing  throughout  the  Union,  and  the  number  of  can- 
didates for  admission  to  the  workhouse  yesterday  was  so  large,  that  the  Guardians 
could  not  possibly  see  one-half  of  them.  All  they  could  do  was  to  have  the  able- 
bodied  class  selected  from  the  crowd,  and  taken  into  the  workhouse.  The  other 
classes  were  handed  over  to  the  relieving  officers,  with  instructions  to  afford  them 
provisional  relief  until  next  Board  clay. 

, The  Guardians  determined  to  adjourn  the  meeting  to  Thursday  next,  at  1 1 
o clock,  for  the  purpose  of  having  all  classes  coming  under  the  1st  section  of  the 
Act,  10th  Viet.,  cap.  31,  discharged  from  the  workhouse,  and  conveyed  to  their 
respective  localities,  to  receive  out-door  relief ; thus  hoping  to  make  sufficient 
room  for  the  reception  of  the  able-bodied  class ; but  I much  fear  it  will  be  found, 
that  a poor-house,  double  the  size  of  the  Milford  one,  could  not  contain  the  paupers 
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of  that  class  within  the  Union ; and  that  your  order  for  extending  out-door  relief 
to  it,  will  very  shortly  have  to  be  issued  in  order  to  save  life. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  goes  on  very  slowly,  and  the  collectors  must  be  com- 
pelled to  serve  the  legal  notices  on  the  rate-payers,  and  proceed  against  them  before 
the  magistrates,  or  the  Guardians  will  not  long  have  the  means  for  meeting  the 
support  of  those  who  must  receive  out-door  relief. 

In  two  or  three  of  the  worst  electorates,  the  whole  rate,  if  collected,  would  not, 
I am  convinced,  suffice  for  the  support  of  the  destitute  within  them,  for  a longer 
period  than  six  weeks. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  are  forced  to  take  the  rate,  as  it  is  collected,  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  out-door  relief,  and  there  is  danger  that  the  contractors  for  the 
house,  to  whom  they  are  largely  iu  debt,  will  refuse  t.o  extend  credit  to  them  much 
longer. 

The  rate  collectors  were  summoned  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on 
Monday  week. 

You  will  observe  from  the  minutes,  that  the  state  of  the  poor-house,  as  regards 
cleanliness,  and  other  matters  affecting  discipline,  is  far  from  satisfactory ; and  I 
fear  the  master  is  deficient  in  energy,  and  has  but  little  aptitude  for  performing 
his  duties,  with  that  degree  of  method  and  system,  so  necessary  to  the  proper 
regulation  of  the  internal  economy  of  the  workhouse.  His  only  excuse  is,  that 
hitherto  he  has  not  been  supplied  with  all  the  requisite  matters  for  having  the 
house  put  into  a thoroughly  clean  state. 

On  this  account,  and  because  his  dismissal  just  now  would  occasion  great  incon- 
venience and  confusion,  I (and  Mr.  Otway  takes  the  same  view  as  myself)  abstain 
from  recommending  it. 

The  Guardians  nave  given  him  one  last  chance  of  holding  his  situation. 

What  I have  reported  with  regard  to  the  master,  applies  equally  to  the  matron. 

I beg  now  to  put  you  in  possession  of  all  the  further  particulars  which  I have 
been  able  to  learn  with  reference  to  the  death  of  Margaret  Herraghty,  since  I reported 
to  you  on  her  case  on  December  31,  1847. 

I cross-questioned  Mr.  White,  the  relieving  officer,  as  to  whether  either  of  the 
poor  woman’s  sons  whom  she  sent  to  him,  on  the  Wednesday  morning,  had 
reached  him,  and  he  told  me  he  never  heard  of  the  poor  woman  till  after  her 
death,  and  that  neither  of  the  sons  had  applied  to  him.  In  this  lie  was  corro- 
borated by  the  poor  woman’s  eldest  son,  now  in  the  poor-house.  He  (the  son) 
told  me  he  went  to  an  uncle,  instead  of  to  Mr.  White,  thinking  his  uncle  would 
send  a cart  to  take  bis  mother  home.  The  second  son  did  not  go  to  Mr.  White, 
and  his  present  residence  is  unknown.  He  is  probably  wandering  about  from 
house  to  house.  The  master  states  most  positively  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  given  him,  he  discharged  the  woman  at  12  o’clock  noon  on  the 
Tuesday,  and  not  in  the  evening  as  alleged  ; but  that  he  was  aware  she  lingered 
about  the  house  outside  for  some  time,  being  unwilling  to  leave  it,  and  being  dis- 
satisfied -with  her  own  clothes,  which  had  been  returned  to  her. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  S,  1S48. 

In  reference  to  your  observations  as  to  the  increasing  destitution  in  the 
Union,  and  the  prospect  of  its  being  necessary  for  the  Commissioners  to  issue  their 
order,  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied ; I am  directed  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  state,  that  when  all  persons  entitled  to  out-door  relief,  have  been 
removed  from  the  workhouse  on  out-door  allowances,  in  order  to  make  room  for 
able-bodied  men ; and  when  the  workhouse  is,  notwithstanding  full,  the  Com- 
missioners will  be  prepared,  on  your  recommendation,  to  issue  an  order,  authorizing 
out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  Commissioners  issue  a 
limited  out-door  relief  order,  a copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  and  they  trust,  that  by 
acting  on  its  provisions,  the  necessity  for  a further  order  will  not  immediately 
arise. 

As  regards  the  collection  of  the  rate,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  observe  that 
the  Legislature  has  given  complete  and  ample  powers  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
collection  ; and  the  Commissioners  rely  on  your  using  every  means  in  your  power 
to  stimulate  the  collectors,  and  to  compel  them  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
necessary,  with  a view  to  a prompt  and  efficient  collection.  The  case  of  any 


Miliord  Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Milford  Union. 


326  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

collector  who  fails  in  his  duty  in  this  respect,  should  be  reported  specially  to  the 
Commissioners. 

The  Commissioners,  by  the  Guardians’  minutes  of  the  3rd  instant,  observe  that 
the  case  of  the  master  and  matron  is  to  be  again  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Guardians  on  the  17th  instant,  and  the  Commissioners  will  therefore  defer  taking 
any  step  in  the  matter  until  after  that  date. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners: — Janiumy  7,  1848. 

I attended  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday, 
and  have  the  honour  to  report  on  the  proceedings  as  follows : — 

The  Board  went  carefully  over  the  Registry  Book,  and  selected  therefrom  the 
names  of  68  adults  and  children  eligible  to  receive  out-door  relief ; and  having 
determined  on  the  amount  of  relief  in  food  and  lodging  money  to  be  administered 
in  each  case  by  the  relieving  officers,  instructed  the  master  to  discharge  the  said 
paupers  after  breakfast  this  morning ; ordering  him  at  the  same  time  to  provide 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  infirm  to  their  respective  localities,  and  in  no  case,  to 
discharge  a pauper  whom  he  believed  to  be  in  an  unfit  state  to  bear  the  fatigue'of 
removal  without  first  consulting  the  medical  officer. 

The  Board  appeared  to  be  much  indisposed  to  grant  relief,  in  any  other  shape 
than  food,  having  a not  unreasonable  dread  of  being  called  upon  to  give  money 
for  lodging  and  fuel  in  the  majority  of  out-door  relief  cases. 

I am  humbly  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  wiser  and  more  economical  for  the 
Guardians,  to  order  a liberal  allowance  of  food  to  be  supplied  to  the  recipients  of 
out-door  relief,  than  to  place  money  at  their  disposal. 

The  relations  and  friends  of  such  recipients  would  in  most  cases,  gladly  give 
them  shelter,  provided  they  were  able  to  throw  a liberal  supply  of  food  into  the 
common  stock ; but  if  a bare  allowance  of  food  be  given,  together  with  a small 
weekly  payment  of  money,  I apprehend  the  money  will  not  be  properly  applied  by 
the  recipients.  Instead  of  procuring  lodging  and  fuel  therewith,  from  my  know- 
ledge of  the  improvident  habits  of  the  people,  I have  no  hesitation  in  asserting 
that  they  would  expend  it  on  tea,  tobacco,  and  other  articles  not  necessaries. 
Payment  in  money  for  lodging  and  fuel,  would  be  found  to  terminate  in  mere 
promises  to  pay. 

The  Board  also  determined  to  provide  increased  accommodation  at  the  work- 
house,  by  the  erection  of  a shed  in  the  girls’  yard,  to  be  used  as  a schoolroom  and 
dormitory  ; and  to-morrow,  I am  to  meet  the  contractor  for  the  erection  of  the 
fever  hospital  at  the  workhouse,  with  a view  to  obtaining  from  him  a rough  plan 
of  such  a shed  whereon  contractors  who  tender,  may  be  enabled  to  base  their 
estimates. 

If  the  shed  in  the  girls’  yard  be  found  to  answer  its  intended  end,  and  the 
pressure  on  the  workhouse  should  continue  or  increase,  a similar  one  will  be 
erected  in  the  boys’  yard. 

By  the  above  means,  the  Board  of  Guardians  hope  to  be  able  to  keep  the  work- 
house  as  a test,  in  the  first  instance,  for  all  classes,  whether  they  be  able-bodied 
■or  otherwise. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  13,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report,  in  which  you  state,  that  the 
Guardians  appear  indisposed  to  grant  out-door  relief  in  any  other  shape  than 
food,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  consider  it  to  be  a question  within  the 
discretion  of  the  Guardians,  to  give  out-door  relief  to  the  impotent  poor,  either 
in  money  or  food ; and  the  Commissioners  have  laid  down  no  regulation  on  the 
subject. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  deem  it  of  the  highest  importance,  in 
every  Union  wherein  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  may  become  necessary, 
that,  as  far  as  possible,  all  the  workhouse  inmates  entitled  to  relief  under  the 
1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  should  he  put  on  the  out-door 
Relief  Lists.  If  this  can  be  done  by  giving  allowances  of  food  only,  the  Commis- 
sioners do  not  raise  any  objections.  If,  however,  the  granting  allowances  in  food 
only  is  made  a reason  for  not  granting  out-relief  to  the  impotent  poor,  and  widows 
with  two  legitimate  children,  the  Commissioners  then  deem  it  necessary  to  inter- 
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pose ; for  then  a point,  in  itself  subordinate,  is  raised  into  such  importance  as 
to  counteract  the  main  policy  of  the  Commissioners,  as  to  making  the  work- 
houses almost  exclusively  available,  for  the  relief  of  able-bodied  men  and  their 
families. 

The  Commissioners,  therefore,  think,  that  one  of  the  greatest  mistakes  which  a 
Board  of  Guardians  can  commit  in  a distressed  Union  is,  to  retain  in  the 
workhouse,  persons  entitled  to  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Extension  Act, 
for  any  reasons  connected  with  supposed  abuses  which  may  arise  from  money 
allowances. 

In  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  you  observed  that  the  classes  eligible  for 
relief  under  the  8th  section,  could  not  be  turned  out  of  the  house  to  make  room 
for  the  able-bodied,  because  they  had  no  place  to  go  to  for  shelter.  Now,  in  such 
a ease,  it  appears  to  the  Commissioners  unreasonable  merely  to  offer  food  to  those 
who  have  no  shelter;  and  the  Commissioners,  therefore,  deemed  it  right  to 
remark  that  the  Guardians  had  sufficient  power  to  grant  out-door  allowances  for 
lodging,  clothing,  and  fuel,  as  well  as  food. 

With  regard  to  meeting  such  cases  by  what  is  termed  a liberal  allowance  of 
food,  this  would  only  be.  effectual  on  the  supposition,  either  that  the  paupers 
converted  part  of  their  food  into  money,  and  then,  with  such  money,  provided 
themselves  with  lodging,  fuel,  and  clothing ; or  that  they  bartered  their  food  for 
lodging,  fuel,  and  clothing.  But  the  Commissioners  think  that  both  these  alter- 
natives are  uneconomical,  and  otherwise  objectionable. 

The  Commissioners  rely  on  your  carrying  out  the  Commissioners’  views  on  this 
head,  and  on  your  recommending  the  Guardians  to  consider  the  question  of  whether 
out-relief  to  the  impotent  should  be  granted  in  money  or  food,  as  altogether 
secondary  at  the  present  time,  to  the  principle  of  making  the  workhouse  available 
to  the  utmost  possible  extent,  for  the  able-bodied. 

With  regard  to  the  erection  of  the  shed  in  the  girls’  yard  to  which  you  advert, 
I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
inform  them  whether  the  same  shed  is  intended  to  be  used  as  a dormitory  and 
school-house.  The  Commissioners  think  that  such  an  arrangement  would  be 
objectionable. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  10,  1848. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  and  have  the 
honour  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  proceedings  thereat. 

After  transacting  a portion  of  the  ordinary  routine  business,  the  Board,  in  accord- 
ance with  a determination  come  to  by  them  on  the  previous  day  of  meeting,  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  applicants  for  admission  to  the  workhouse.  The  relieving 
officers  were  present,  and  took  down  the  names  of  all  applicants  eligible  to  out- 
door relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Act,  and  your  extended  order  of  the 
8th  instant.  There  could  not  have  been  less  than  300  applicants  in  all.  Many 
of  them  would  not  stand  the  workhouse  test ; and  this  showed  the  Guardians  the 
necessity  for  straining  every  nerve  to  keep  the  house  as  a test. 

The  pressure  of  applications  for  admission  on  Board  days  is  excessive,  as  the 
persons  applying  do  not  go  in  the  first  instance  to  the  relieving  officers ; and  even 
where  they  do,  they  also  present  themselves  at  the  workhouse.  The  relieving 
officers  were  instructed  by  me  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  any  but  able-bodied 
persons  applying  at  the  workhouse  for  relief,  as  the  Guardians  should  have  to  deal 
with  the  classes  at  present  eligible  to  out-door  relief,  through  the  several  relieving 
officers  only. 

The  pressure  of  destitution  is  such,  that  I recommended  the  Board  to  take 
advantage  of  the  6th  section  of  the  Act,  and  appoint  a Committee  of  their  members 
in  the  distant  districts,  to  receive  applications  from  poor  persons  within  them,  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Board. 

Several  hours  were  consumed  in  examining  into  the  cases  of  the  applicants  for 
relief  to-day,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a rush  is  being  made  on  the  poor- 
house,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  a general  system  of  out-door  relief  upon  the 
Guardians. 

That  great  destitution  now  prevails,  and  is  increasing  daily  within  the  Union, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  unless  auxiliary  accommodation  at  the  workhouse  is 
obtained,  that  afforded  by  it  at  present  will  not  serve  much  longer,  in  the  way  of 
offering  a test  to  the  able-bodied.  I therefore  trust  the  Commissioners  will  sanction 
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the  proposal  of  the  Guardians  to  run  up  sheds  in  the  school-yards,  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  dormitories  and  school-rooms  for  the  children. 

I also  think  it  would  be  expedient  to  have  some  limit  as  to  the  age  at  which  a 
pauper  may  be  looked  upon  as  dble-hodied ; numerous  persons  over  60  years  of  age 
and  under  75  years,  are  returned  by  the  relieving  officers  as  able-bodied,  and  have 

be  received  into  the  workhouse.  Now,  I am  humbly  oi  opinion,  that  after  a 
person  has  reached  60  years  of  age,  he  or  she  cannot  be  expected  to  be  sufficiently 
able-bodied  to  earn  enough  for  the  support  of  a family  by  manual  labour  ; and  that 
to  such  persons  it  would  be  good  policy  to  extend  a modified  amount  of  assistance 
•in  the  shape  of  out-door  relief,  in  aid  of  what  their  diminishing  strength  enables 
them  to  earn  ; and  thus  to  keep  the  house  as  a test  for  the  young,  strong,  and 
healthy  able-bodied  classes  alone. 

The  rate  collectors  were  present,  and  you  will  see  by  the  minutes  that  the  Board 
of  Guardians  have  (at  my  suggestion)  called  upon  them  to  put  the  powers  afforded 
them  by  the  law  into  force. 

During  the  course  of  last  week,  the  collectors  served  the  six  days’  notice  on 
numerous  rate-payers,  and  I beg  to  say  I should  have  compelled  them  to  do  this 
■sooner,  had  it  not  been  that  I was  left  in  ignorance  with  regard  to  the  actual  state 
/of  the  law.  . . . 

Agents  have  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  separate  receipts  to  joint  occupiers  for 
'small  sums  (and  that  where  no  lease  exists),  the  names  of  such  occupiers  being 
merely  bracketed  in  the  rate-books,  without  any  reference  to  the  immediate  lessor. 

I-Iow  is  the  collector  to  levy  in  such  a case?  Is  he  to  proceed  against  any  one 
name,  or  all  names  jointly  within  the  bracket? 

In  those  cases  where  the  property  of  immediate  lessors  is  in  Chancery,  can  the 
collector  serve  a notice  of  six  days,  or  of  fifteen  days  for  payment  of  rates,  on  the 
receiver  appointed  by  the  Court  ? 

One  such  receiver  has  refused  to  pay  the  rates. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  adjourned  till  Wednesday  next,  when  they  intend  to 
create  as  much  vacant  room  as  possible  in  the  house,  by  ordering  the  discharge  of 
all  the  paupers  eligible  to  out-door  relief,  who  may  be  in  a fit  state  to  he  removed 
with  safety,  and  for  the  transaction  of  business  not  overtaken  to-day. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  15,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  proposal  to  erect  sheds  in  the  children’s  yards,  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  school-rooms  and  dormitories  for  the  children,  I am  directed 
by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  will  raise  no  objection  to  the  proposal, 
provided  it  is  understood  that  the  same  sheds  are  not  to  be  used  both  as  day-rooms 
and  dormitories ; but  they  could  not  sanction  the  occupation  of  the  same  apartments 
by  the  children  by  day  as  well  as  by  night,  as  they  consider  that  such  an  occupation 
of  them  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  children.  At  the  same  time,  the 
Commissioners  think  that  it  would  be  preferable  to  obtain  some  suitable  building 
detached  from  the  workhouse,  to  which  the  whole  of  the  children  might  be  removed 
under  the  charge  of  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress. 

As  regards  your  suggestion,  that  there  should  be  some  limit  as  to  the  age  at 
which  a pauper  may  be  looked  upon  as  able-bodied,  and  that  it  would  be  good  policy 
to  extend  a modified  amount  of  assistance  in  the  shape  of  out-door  relief,  in  aid  of 
what  the  diminished  strength  of  persons  beyond  that  age  may  be  enabled  to  earn, 
and  thus  to  keep  the  house  as  a test  for  the  young,  strong,  and  healthy  able-bodied 
classes  alone,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  not  prepared  to  lay  down 
any  general  rule  regarding  the  age  at  which  a man  may  he  considered  to  cease  to 
he  able-bodied.  In  England,  it  is  usually  considered  that  a man  ceases  to  be  able- 
bodied  at  the  age  mentioned  by  you  (60)  ; but  at  the  same  time  there  are  many 
exceptions  to  this  rule,  for  while  on  the  one  hand  it  frequently  happens  that  men 
cease  to  be  able-bodied  before  they  attain  the  age  of  60  years,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  are  many  instances  in  which  men  retain  their  physical  powers  almost  wholly 
unimpaired  long  after  that  age. 

_ With  reference  to  the  suggestion,  that  a modified  amount  of  assistance  should  be 
given  in  the  shape  of  out-door  relief  to  the  partially  disabled,  in  aid  of  what  their 
diminished  strength  may  enable  them  to  earn,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state 
that  such  a course  would  be  absolutely  illegal,  unless  the  Commissioners  were  to 
issue  au  order  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  that 
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the  principle  involved  in  granting  relief  to  persons  in  the  receipt  of  earnings, 
(whether  such  persons  are  able-bodied  or  partially  disabled)  is  fraught  with 
dangerous  consequences,  and  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  he 
seriously  injurious  to  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  Milford  Union. 

With  reference  to  your  statement,  that  you  would  have  caused  the  collectors  to 
serve  the  usual  six  days’  notice  for  payment  of  the  rate,  had  it  not  been  that  you 
were  left  in  ignorance  of  the  actual  state  of  the  law,  the  Commissioners  desire  to 
observe,  that  the  words  in  the  collectors’  warrant  to  which  you  allude,  relate  only, 
to  his  own  proceedings  under  his  own  warrant,  and  have  no  reference  whatever 
to  proceedings  before  the  justice.  You  will  see  by  reference  to  the  73rd  section 
of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  and  the  152nd  section  of  the  Grand  Jury  Act,  that 
the  collector  is  authorized  to  proceed  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  received  his  warrant ; 
the  sections  referred  to  will  be  found  at  pages  53  and  130  of  the  compendium  of 
Irish  Poor  Law,  a copy  of  which  has  already  been  forwarded  to  you. 

The  Commissioners  will  feel  obliged  to  you  to  procure  from  the  clerk,  and  for- 
ward to  them  an  exact  copy  of  the  entries  in  the  rate  book,  in  the  cases  upon  which 
you  wish  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  guidance  of  the  col- 
lectors, and  the  Commissioners  will  then  give  the  subject  their  consideration. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners: — January  12,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  no  Guardians  attended  the  adjourned 
meeting  of  the  Milford  Board  to-day,  and  consequently  the  business  untouched 
on  Monday  last,  is  still  in  arrear.  A number  of  cases  on  the  relieving  officer’s 
books  are  not  yet  adjudicated  upon ; and  the  workhouse  is  not  cleared  of  all 
persons  eligible  to  receive  out-door  relief,  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish 
Relief  Extension  Act,  and  your  extended  order  of  the  8th  instant. 

The  non-attendance  of  the  Guardians  to-day,  is  perhaps  attributable  to  the 
practice  of  adjourning  from  one  day  to  a second  in  the  same  week,  having  only 
been  introduced  last  week. 

As  there  is  to  be  a road  sessions  meeting  on  Monday  next  at  Letterkenny,  to 
which  most  of  the  influential  Guardians  will  probably  go,  I intend  taking  steps 
to  have  a special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  summoned  for  as  early  a 
day  as  possible  after  that  day  ; when  I trust,  there  will  be  a full  attendance  of 
Guardians,  especially  of  the  most  influential  ones,  to  dispose  of  the  present  arrear 
of  business. 

It  is  matter  for  regret,  that  some  of  the  influential  Guardians  have  not  of  late 
been  so  regular  in  their  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  as  could  be 
desired. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Horsley: — January  17,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  rely  upon  your  taking  every  opportunity  of 
impressing  upon  the  Board  of  Guardians  the  great  importance  at  this  par- 
ticular period,  of  duly  and  punctually  attending  for  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  in  relieving  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Milford  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time,  to  state  that  if  you  think  it  desirable,  the  Commissioners 
will  write  to  the  several  Guardians  individually  on  the  subject. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  12,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  evidence  taken  on  oath  by  me 
with  reference  to  Margaret  Herraghty’s  case,  and  also  a copy  of  the  evidence  taken 
at  the  inquest  on  the  body. 

I beg  to  report  that,  from  the  evidence  given  before  me,  it  would  appear  that 
neither  the  Guardians  nor  the  officers  of  the  house  were  aware  of  Margaret 
Herraghty’s  infirm  state  of  health  when  she  was  discharged  from  the  workhouse ; 
that  she  was  given  a ticket  to  the  relieving  officer  of  her  district,  authorizing  him 
to  supply  her  and  her  family  with  the  same  allowances  as  other  paupers  receiving 
out-door  relief ; that,  in  consequence  of  71  paupers  having  to  be  discharged  from 
the  workhouse  on  Tuesday,  the  21st  of  December  last,  she  did  not  leave  the 
workhouse  until  2 o’clock,  or  thereabouts,  on  that  day ; that  she  did  not  complain 
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Milfori  Union,  to  tie  officers  of  the  workhouse,  or  to  any  pauper  within  it,  of  being  unwell  or 
unable  to  reach  her  home  ; 'that  after  she  was  taken  ill,  and  went  into  the  waste 
house  at  Drumberne,  no  one  told  either  the  relieving  officer  at  Milford,  or  the 
relieving  officer  of  her  own  district,  at  Tamny,  of  her  condition  ; that  neither  she, 
nor  any  one  on  her  behalf,  applied  between  Tuesday,  the  2 1st  December,  and 
Sunday,  the  26th  (on  which  day  she  died),  for  her  re-admission  to  the  workhouse- 
that  her  son,  Brian  Herraghty,  never  applied  to  the  relieving  officer  at  Timmy; 
that  his  (Brian’s)  uncle  was  made  aware  by  him  of  his  mother's  state,  but  took  no 
steps  to  render  her  any  assistance. 

I referred  to  the  medical  officer’s  Report  Book  and  found  that  Margaret  Her- 
raghty had  been  discharged  as  “relieved”  from  the  workhouse  infirmary  on 
November  16, 1847,  upwards  of  a month  previous  to  her  discharge  from  the  work- 
house  ; and  Dr.  Molloy  deposed  to  this  fact  at  the  inquest. 

Looking  to  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  case,  I am  inclined  to  think  that 
Margaret  Herraghty’s  death  was  produced  by  natural  causes  rather  than  by 
“exposure  to  cold  and  want  of  nourishment;”  and  that,  in  all  human  probability, 
the  event  would  not  have  been  deferred  had  she  remained  in  the  workhouse. 
Perhaps  the  very  circumstance  for  which  she  “thanked  God,”  namely,  the  drying 
up  of  the  ulcer  in  her  back,  may  have  been  the  proximate  cause  of  her  death— 
especially  as  she  complained  to  Susan  M'Bride  (who  gave  evidence  at  the  inquest) 
of  being  “ bad  with  a dizziness  in  her  head.” 

. Tl!ere  seems  10  have  been  no  harshness,  used  towards  Margaret  Herraghty 
either  by  the  Guardians  or  the  officers  of  the  workhouse,  in  so  far  as  I could 
discover ; and  her  case  appears  to  have  been  of  that  unfortunate  kind  in  which 
blame  is  imputed  to  parties  without  strong  grounds  for  so  doing,  but  which 
nevertheless,  requires  investigation.  5 


* [Qy.  2Gth  ?] 


Evidence  taken  on  Oath  with  reference  to  the  Death  of  Margaret  Herraghtv,  at  an 
Inquiry  held  by  Samuel  Horsley,  Union  Inspector,  at  the  Milford  Union  Workhouse,  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  the  1 0th  and  11th  of  January,  1848. 

Milford  Union  Workhouse,  January  10,  184S. 

Evidence  of  Mr.  George  White,  Relieving  Officer  for  the  Electorates  of  Carrowkeel,  Greenlort, 
and  Glinsk. 

First  heard  of  the  death  of  Margaret  Herraghty  oa  Sunday,  the  26lh  of  December  or  on 
mhdnw'i’  "7,h  °f  De.<;ii'"b8r'  l84? J not  sure  on  which  day.  Neither  received  a list  con- 
teming  her  name  nor  a ticket  authorizing  him  to  afford  out-door  relief  to  her  and  her  family. 
3““ “ b,?*st"ct  alltbe  preceding  week.  Heard  that  an  inquest  was  held  oil  Margaret 
Heiraghty  s body,  on  Monday,  the  27th  of  December,  1847,  but  knows  nothing  further  o!  the 

G.  White. 

Mr.  George  Buchanan,  Relieving  Officer  for  Milford. 

Di?noti°F  ueatl1  nisht’  the  27th*  ot  December,  1847. 

® d ™ or  M 11  theathat  sbe  ,bad  .been  discharged  from  the  workhouse.  Was  not  told  by 

to  him  o?f  f ' ST, VHl s bf'.”S  m h,s  di3trict  Md  on""3!!-  No  application  was  made 
to  him  on  her  behalf.  Made  inquiries  after  her  death,  and  was  told  by  some  persons,  who 
were  examined  at  the  inquest,  that  they  knew  of  deceased  being  in  a waste  house  for  a few 
days  previous  to  her  death.  ° 

John  Buchanan. 

Milford  Union  Workhouse,  January  11,  1S4S. 
Thomas  Alcorn,  Master  of  Milford  Union  Workhouse. 

Discharged  from  the  workhouse  on  Tuesday,  the  21st  of  December,  1847,  Margaret.  Her- 

h iSC]’lrged  her  by  the  0rder  °f  Robert  Pa“™.  W?  Guardian 
disebarred  f »hE  c h°  been  requested  to  point  out  to  (he  master  persons  to  be 

ischarged  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  out-door  relief.  Desired  Margaret  Herraghty  to  go  to 

e^-fhtZ?  'Md  beCTj  oc  ?ck*  ■’•“-•to  -l-'to  give  up  tfe  workhouse”  cfo^fand 
nof  comakir„f  f Hm'ttgtay  made  no  objection  to  leaving  the  workhouse,  and  did 

Da  not  l r kn/rf7?11'  akf  bems  .madV'b°m  her  clothes,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection. 

h lyn°bs!rre  “T  00ndrtl0'1.  hut  knew  that  she  bad  been  discharged,  as  relieved 
buHn  CO  , ry  b/u,ie,  umed,Cal  oBcer-  BeKeves  she  a ticket  to  the  relieving  office?; 
Si™  SHhe  Vt  msi'er>  ymg '?  discharge  71  paupers  on  Tuesday,  the  21st  of 
SSL.  v’  i*  “'“‘“'■““ter  assisted  him  in  making  out  the  tickets,  and  he  cannot, 
ranhtv  • Jt?  ^SayflAhether  he  orthe  scho°lmaster  wrote  the  ticket  for  Margaret  Her- 
lagnty , but  he  is  confident  no  pauper  left  the  house  without  being  given  one  Cannot 
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recollect  any  circumstance  which  would  lead  him  to  suppose  that  either  the  deceased,  or  any 
one  on  her  behalf,  made  application  for  her  re-admission  to  the  workhouse.  First  heard  of 
ike  woman’s  death  on  the  day  of  the  inquest.  Never  heard  on  any  day  previous  that  she  was 
lying  ill  in  any  house. 

Thos.  Alcorn. 

Miss  M'Clure,  Matron  of  Milford  Workhouse. 

I knew  of  Margaret  Herraghty’s  having  to  be  discharged  from  the  workhouse  by  the  order 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  Saw  her  on  the  day  of  her  discharge  taking  off  the  workhouse 
clothes,  about  12  o’clock  noon,  and  putting  on  her  own  ; also  saw  her  children  engaged  in  a 
similar  way.  Saw  her  clothes  aired  at  the  fire.  Did  not  think  Margaret  Herraghty  in  an 
unfit  state  of  health  to  leave  the  house.  Did  not  hear  of  any  application  being  made  either  by 
Margaret  Herraghty,  or  by  any  one  else  on  her  behalf,  for  re-admission  to  the  workhouse. 
Did  not  hear  Margaret  Herraghty  express  any  unwillingness  to  leave  the  workhouse. 

Sarah  McClure. 

Samuel  Ellison,  Porter  of  Milford  Workhouse. 

Recollects  Margaret  Herraghty  and  her  children  being  discharged  from  the  workhouse. 
Does  not  recollect  at  what  hour  of  the  day  they  were  discharged,  in  consequence  of  his  bein°- 
engaged  in  finding  the  clothes  of  the  numerous  paupers  who  were  discharged  on  that  day,  and 
Nathaniel  Taylor  kept  the  front  door,  whilst  he  (the  porter)  was  so  engaged. 

Samuel  Ellison. 

Nathaniel  Taylor,  Pauper  in  Milford  Workhouse. 

Remembers  keeping  the  front  door  of  the  workhouse  on  Tuesday,  the  21st  December,  1847; 
recollects  seeing  Margaret  Herraghty  leave  the  workhouse  on  that  day,  about  2 o’clock,  p.m.  ; 
saw  her  little  boy  fetch  some  stirabout  for  her  and  her  family  a short  time  previous  to  her 
quitting  the  workhouse. 

Nathaniel  Taylor. 

Jane  Duffy,  Pauper  in  Milford  Workhouse. 

Recollects  Margaret  Herraghty  being  discharged  from  the  workhouse  on  Tuesday,  De- 
cember 21,  1847 ; remembers  to  have  seen  the  said  Margaret,  Herraghty’s  clothes  aired  at  the 
fire  in  die  probationary  ward  on  that  day,  and,  to  the  best  of  her  recollection,  Margaret  Her- 
raghty  was  given  stirabout  about  two  o’clock  on  said  day ; Margaret  Herraghty  did  not 
complain,  in  her  hearing,  of  being  too  ill  to  leave  the  workhouse. 

Jane  x Duffy. 

mark. 

Mary  Noonan,  Pauper  in  Milford  Workhouse. 

I recollect  Margaret  Herraghty  being  discharged  from  the  workhouse  on  Tuesday,  the 
21st  Deceinber,  1847,  and  think  Margaret  Herraghty  got  her  own  clothes  about  twelve  or 
one  o’clock  on  that  day  ; saw  her  little  boy  bring  down  two  tins  of  stirabout  a little  before  two 
o’clock,  and  saw  her  and  her  children  eating  the  same;  shook  hands  with  Margaret  Herraghty 
before  she  left  the  house;  she  did  not  complain  of  being  ill. 

lier 

Mary  x Noonan. 

mark. 

Brian  Herraghty,  Pauper  in  Milford  Workhouse,  and  eldest  son  of  the  deceased  Margaret 
Herraghty. 

Brian  Herraghty  deposeth  that  he  went  out  of  the  Milford  workhouse  with  his  mother  on 
Tuesday,  the  21st  December,  1847 ; that  he  remained  all  night  with  his  mother  at  Pat 
M'Colgan’s,  at  Farquhar ; that  on  Wednesday  morning  following  his  mother  desired  him  to 
go  to  Bunnaton,  to  his  uncle  “old  Herraghty,”  to  get  a car  and  beast  to  take  her  down  to 
Fannet,  as  she  was  unable  to  travel;  that  he  accordingly  went,  to  his  uncle,  told  him  his 
mother's  state,  and  the  uncle  said  hq  would  send  a beast  and  car  the  next  day,  but  did  not  do 
so ; that  his  mother  also  gave  him  a ticket  to  take  to  Mr.  White,  the  relieving  officer  at  Tamny ; 
that  he  did  not  take  the  ticket  to  Mr.  White,  having  met  Mr.  White’s  brother-in-law  (whose 
name  he  does  not  know),  who  said  that  Mr.  White  had  bought,  at  his  own  cost,  400  cwt.  of 
meal,  and  that  it  was  all  given  away,  and  for  that  reason  he  did  go  to  Mr.  White;  that  he 
never  sent  any  message  either  to  his  mother  or  the  relieving  officer ; that  he  never  saw 
his  mother  again,  having  remained  at.  his  uncle’s  till  after  her  death,  when  he  came  to 
Milford,  and  was  re-admitted  to  the  workhouse;  that  he,  his  mother,  and  the  three  other 
children,  got  their  breakfasts  on  the  day  of  their  discharge  from  the  workhouse,  and  also  a 
small  quantity  (one  Irish  pint)  of  stirabout  about  two  o’clock,  before  they  left,  the  house ; 
thinks  it  was  about  three  o’clock  before  they  left  the  house,  as  they  were  detained  waiting  for 
a ticket  to  the  relieving  officer ; the  sun  had  set  before  they  reached  Pat  M'Colgan’s  house, 
distant  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  workhouse. 

Brian  x Herraghty. 
mark. 

Samuel  Horsley,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


2 U 2 
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*[q.  Parsons  ?] 


+[q.  Pearson  ?] 


County  of  Donegal,  1 Informations  of  witnesses  severally  taken  and  acknowledged  on 
Division  of  Kilmacreuan,  >behalf  of  our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen,  touching  the  death  of 
(to  wit.)  J Margaret  Herraghty,  otherwise  M'Grory,  at  the  Constabulary 

Barrack,  known  as  the  Barrack,  in  the  townland  of  Milford,  parish  of  Tullyaughnish,  barony 
of  Kilmacrenan,  and  county  of  Donegal,  on  Monday,  the  27th  day  of  December,  in  the 
11th  year  of  the  reign  of  her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  before  Charles  H.  Swiney,  gentleman, 
one  of  the  coroners  for  said  county,  on  an  inquisition  then  and  there  taken  on  view  of  the  body 
of  the  said  Margaret  Herraghty,  otherwise  M'Grory,  then  in  Drumberne,  lying  dead. 


Names  of  the  Jury. 


1.  James  Lavens,  F.M. 

2.  Patrick  M'Getiigan. 

3.  Patrick  Fegan. 

4.  Alexander  Russel,  jun. 

5.  Frederick  M ‘Mahon. 

6.  John  Love. 


7.  Andrew  Elliott. 

8.  Matthew  Baxter. 

9.  William  Love. 

10.  William  Hay. 

11.  Thomas  Thompson. 

12.  Alexander  Russel,  sen. 


Lawrence  Pearson ,*  late  policeman,  sworn — Lives  in  Drumberne ; saw  deceased  woman  first 
on  Wednesday  evening  last;  she  had  three  children  with  her,  and  called  at  my  father-iu  law’s 
house,  and  wanted  lodging  for  the  night.  From  the  appearance  of  the  woman  being  so  like 
that  of  one  having  fever,  she  could  nowhere  procure  lodging.  Deceased  complained  greatly  of 
cold,  said  her  children  were  cold,  and  complained  to  deponent  of  being  put  out  of  the  Milford 
poor-house  at  night  on  the  day  before ; told  deponent  that  she  was  very  weak,  unable  to  walk, 
but  did  not  complain  of  hunger  at  that  time,  although  she  remarked  that  on  the  day  before  she 
did  not  get  any  dinner  on  leaving  the  poor-house.  Deceased  then  went  into  and  lit  a fire  in  a 
waste  house  in  Drumberne  ; deponent  did  not  go  to  see  deceased  while  in  this  house,  but  she 
previously  told  deponent  that  while  in  the  poor-house  she  had  had  an  ulcer  in  her  back,  and 
had  been  treated  by  the  doctor,  and  that  the  ulcer  or  running  was  now,  she  thanked  God,  dried 
up.  Knows  nothing  more  until  Sunday  evening,  the  26th  instant,  when  he  heard  that  the 
woman  in  the  waste-house  was  dead,  and  immediately  reported  the  same  to  the  constabulary 
in  Milford.  This  deponent  saith  no  further. 

Lawrence  PAUsoNs.t 


Susan  M' Pride  sworn. — Deposeth  that  she  lives  in  Drumberne;  deceased,  Margaret  Her- 
ragbty,  came  to  my  house  and  wanted  lodging ; I was  afraid  to  let  her  in;  thought  she  had  the 
fever.  On  Friday  morning  last  made  some  stirabout  for  deceased;  does  not  know  whether 
deceased  eat  tile  stirabout  or  not;  sent  her  some  bread  same  night  ; sent  her  some  broth  on 
Saturday  evening ; hoard  the  children  of  deceased  crying  about  three  o’clock  on  Sunday 
evening;  they  said  they  wanted  a drink,  and  stated  that  their  mother  was  asleep.  Deponent 
then  went  into  the  house  and  found  the  woman  dead,  and  immediately  reported  the  same  to  her 
neighbours.  The  children  were  about  three  and  five  years  old.  The  eldest  boy  was  away  at 
the  time  ot  his  mother’s  death.  Deceased  further  told  deponent  that  she  was  bad  with  a dizzi- 
ness in  her  head,  and  said  she  had  not  eaten  anything  for  a long  time,  but  did  not  complain  of 
hunger,  although  she  was  thirsty  and  drank  some  milk.  One  of  the  children  told  deponent 
that  its  mother  had  taken  the  broth. 

Susan  x M'Buide. 

Nelly  Sweeny  sworn, — I live  with  my  uncle,  Pat  M‘Colgan,  at  the  end  of  the  town  of  Mil- 
ford.  On  Tuesday  evening  last  a woman,  having  four  children  with  her,  came  to  the  house 
and  asked,  lodgings ; said  she  was  weak,  and  could  go  no  further : it  was  at  that  time  nearly 
dark,  and  the  woman  told  deponent  that  she  had  asked  leave  to  remain  in  the  poor-house  ad 
night,  and  would  not  be  allowed.  Deceased  was  lodged  in  Pat  M‘Colgan’s  house  that  nkht 
and  complained  that  her  clothes  when  given  back  to  her  previous  to  leaving  the  poor-house  were 
damp,  and  that  she  was  cold ; does  not  recollect  hearing  deceased  complain  of  hunger ; deceased 
left  the  house  about  nine  o’clock  next  morning ; deceased  was  very  delicate  looking,  but  did  not 
complain  of  being  unwell. 

Nelly  x Sweeny. 


William  Molloy,  M.D. , sworn.— I am  dispensary  doctor  of  Kilmacrenan  and  Milford,  and 
live  in  Milford ; I have  examined  the  body  of  deceased  woman,  and  have  found  no  external 
marks  ot  violence.  From  the  appearance  of  the  body  and  the  evidence  I have  heard,  I have  no 
doubt  that  deceased  is  a woman  who  was  under  my  care  in  the  hospital  of  Milford  poor-house, 
and  was  discharged  from  hospital  not  cured  but  relieved.  I believe  that,  deceased  died  from 
exposure  to  cold  and  want  of  proper  food. 

W.  H.  Molloy,  M.D. 


We  find  that  the  deceased  Margaret  Herraghty,  otherwise  M'Grory,  died  at  Drumberne  c 
Sunday,  the  26th  day  of  December,  1847,  from  exposure  to  cold  and  hunger. 
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Signatures  of  the  Jury. 


1.  James  Lavens,  F.M. 

(Seal.) 

8.  Matthew  Baxter. 

(Seal.) 

2.  Patrick  M'Gettigan. 

(Seal.) 

9.  William  Love. 

(Seal.) 

3.  Patrick  Fegan. 

(Seal.) 

10.  William  Hay. 

(Seal.) 

4.  Alexander  Russel. 

(Seal.) 

1 1 . Thomas  Thompson. 

(Seal.) 

5.  Frederick  M'Mahon. 

(Seal.) 

his 

6.  John  Love. 

(Seal.) 

12.  Alexander  x Russel. 

(Seal.) 

7.  Andrew -Elliott. 

(Seal.) 

“rk- 

All  the  above  informations  were 
first  above  mentioned,  before 

severally  taken  and  acknowledged  the  day. 

year,  and  place 

S.  Horsley,  Esq. 

Charles  H.  Swiney,  Coroner.  (Seal.) 

Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  18,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  yesterday. 

As  a road  sessions  meeting  occurred  at  Letterkenny  yesterday,  it  had  been 
arranged  by  Sir  James  Stewart,  chairman  of  the  Union,  that  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians should  meet  pro  forma,  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  some  ordinary 
routine  business,  and  adjourning  till  the  19th  instant,  when  a full  attendance  of 
Guardians  may  be  expected,  as  a circular  requiring  them  to  attend  has  been 
issued,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  much  important  business  affecting  the  interests 
of  the  Union  will  have  to  be  transacted. 

I had  a long  interview  with  Sir  James  Stewart,  on  Friday  last,  and  succeeded 
in  rousing  him  to  a sense  of  the  ruin  which  would  inevitably  accrue  to  the 
Union,  were  he  and  other  influential  Guardians  to  continue  the  practice  of 
absenting  themselves  from  the  meetings  of  the  Board. 

From  the  way  in  which  Sir  James  Stewart  met  my  appeal  to  him,  I have 
great  hopes  that  remonstrance  on  your  part  (as  proposed  in  your  communication 
of  the  17th  instant,)  to  individual  Guardians  will  be  rendered  unnecessary. 

The  four  points  to  which  I intend  to  call  the  notice  of  the  Guardians  to- 
morrow, and  with  regard  to  which  I will  press  for  instant  and  energetic  action 
on  their  part,  are : — 

1st.  The  collection  of  the  rate. 

2nd.  The  clearance  of  the  workhouse  of  parties  eligible  to  out-door  relief. 

3rd.  The  necessity  of  providing  auxiliary  accommodation  at  the  workhouse, 
or  in  its  neighbourhood,  as  may  seem  most  expedient  and  economical  to  them. 

4th.  The  scrupulous  examination  of  all  the  cases  on  the  Relieving  Officers’ 
Books,  even  if  the  doing  so  should  require  the  Board  to  sit  from  day  to  day 
until  it  be  effected. 

Unless  these  four  points  be  taken  up  energetically  by  the  Board,  they  will 
never  be  able  to  resist  the  pressure  from  without. 

As  I lately  reported  to  you,  there  is  a systematic  attempt  being  made  by  the 
able-bodied  classes  to  force  on  out-docr  relief,  and  unless  the  Guardians  are  able 
to  meet  it  with  an  offer  of  taking  those  classes  within  walls,  the  attempt  must 
succeed,  and  such  success  would  swamp  the  Union  beyond  recovery. 

With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  15th  instant,  and  the  last 
paragraph  of  it,  I have  the  honour  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  an  exact  copy 
of  the  rate-book  for  the  townland  of  Tullagh,  in  the  Carrickart  electoral 
division. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  21,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  await  your  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  on  the  19th  instant. 

In  reference  to  your  remarks  respecting  the  absence  from  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  some  of  its  influential  members,  I am  directed  by  the 
Commissioners  to  state,  that  if  the  Board  should  not  hold  regular  meetings  as 
often  as  the  necessities  of  the  Union  demand,  or  if  they  should  in  other  respects 
make  default  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  the  Commissioners  would  suggest 
to  you  the  propriety  of  making  a separate  report  to  them  on  the  subject,  in 
reference  to  the  provisions  of  the  18th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Exten- 
sion Act. 
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Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners: — January  19,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  I attended  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to-day.  There  was  a full  attendance  of  Guardians,  and  I 
took  the  opportunity  of  remonstrating  with  them  on  the  impolicy  and  impropriety 
of  long  supineness  on  their  part,  in  the  present  crisis ; showing  them  that  regular 
attendance,  and  careful  and  energetic  attention  to  business  on  every  Board!"  day, 
were  absolutely  required,  both  to  meet  the  general  clamour  for  relief  now  raised 
by  the  labouring  classes,  and  to  enable  the  Guardians  to  resist  it  successfully  in 
every  case  where  they  had  reasonable  grounds  for  coming  to  the  conclusion,  that 
it  was  either  ill-founded  or  fraudulently  preferred.  The  Board  acquiesced  in  the 
general  justice  of  my  statements,  and  proceeded  to  dispose  of  the  following  busi- 
ness, which  I sketched  out  for  their  consideration. 

First.  The  collection  of  the  rate. 

Second.  The  clearance  of  the  workhouse  of  all  paupers  at  present  eligible  to 
receive  out-door  relief. 

Third.  Auxiliary  accommodation  either  at  the  workhouse,  or  in  its  neighbour- 
hood. 

Fourth.  The  scrupulous  examination  of  the  relieving  officers’  Application  and 
Report  Books. 

With  reference  to  the  collection  of  the  rate,  I called  the  attention  of  the  Board 
to  the  fact,  that  although  the  collectors  had  been  in  possession  of  their  books,  &c., 
for  more  than  a month,  only  230/.  out  of  a rate  amounting  to  3180/.,  had  been 
collected  ; and  therefore  summary  proceedings  must  be  adopted  to  enforce  its  pay- 
ment. A resolution  with  a view  to  effect  this,  was  placed  on  the  minute  book. 

In  order  that  the  house  might  be  clear  of  paupers  eligible  to  receive  out-door 
relief  at  present,  the  Guardians  and  relieving  officers  of  the  several  districts  went 
through  the  house,  and  selected  such  paupers,  the  master  subsequently  receiving 
the  order  of  the  Board  to  discharge  them  to-morrow. 

The  question  of  auxiliary  accommodation,  either  at  the  workhouse  or  in  its 
neighbourhood,  was  fully  discussed ; and  the  Guardians  having  agreed  that  no 
house  or  building  of  sufficient  size  to  answer  the  end  desired,  could  be  obtained 
within  the  Union, ^ determined  on  receiving  from  contractors,  tenders  for  the  erec- 
tion of  two  sheds  in  the  girls’  yard,  each  to  be  40  feet  by  15,  and  to  have  the  work 
commenced  and  finished,  with  all  possible  despatch. 

On  Monday  last,  the  relieving  officers’  books  had  been  partially  examined,  but 
there  still  remains  a large  arrear  of  cases  to  be  investigated;  unfortunately  two  of 
the  relieving  officers  are  in  fever,  caught  in  the  execution  of  their  duties,  and  con- 
sequently their  books,  &c.,  could  not  be  satisfactorily  gone  into  to-day.  This  is 
the  more  distressing,  because  those  relieving  officers’  districts  comprise  that  por- 
tion of  the  Union  in  which  the  greatest  comparative  amount  of  destitution  pre- 
vails. 1 

The  Board  of  Guardians  to-day  displayed  a much  greater  amount  of  energy, 
and  of  determination  to  do  business,  than  has  marked  their  proceedings  on  any 
previous  occasion,  since  my  coming  to  the  Union ; and  I have  great  hopes  they 
will  continue  to  work  zealously  and  untiringly  in  future. 

Had  they  only,  in  compliance  with  my  repeated  solicitations,  adopted  the  right 
course  sooner,  I am  of  opinion  they  would  have  been  enabled  to  resist  for  a long 
period,  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  able-bodied  classes  to  force  on  a general 
systena  of  out-door  relief.  They  may  still,  however  oppose  it  for  some  time  ; an.d 
1 shall  not  think  of  recommending  an  order  for  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied 
paupers,  to  be  issued  by  your  Board,  until  it  shall  appear  to  me  to  be  imperatively 
demanded  for  the  preservation  of  life.  1 3 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  25,  1848. 

,.  ?'IIE  Commissioners  presume  that  the  Guardians  have  made  provision  for 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  two  relieving  officers  who  are  in  fever. 
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Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  24,  1848. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to-day,  and  have  the 
honour  to  submit  the  following  report  relative  to  their  proceedings. 

There  was  a tolerably  full  attendance  of  Guardians,  and  a considerable  arrear  of 
business  was  satisfactorily  disposed  of. 

All  the  cases  on  the  relieving  officers’  application  and  report  books  were  gone 
into  and  adjudicated  upon. 

The  rate  collectors  were  called  before  the  Board,  'and  instructed  to  procure 
summonses  against  every  rate-payer  on  whom  the  six  days’  notice  had  been 
served,  unless  he  shall  pay  his  rate  on  or  before  the  29th  instant ; and  they  were, 
moreover,  ordered  to  go  on  serving  the  six  days’  notice  against  all  defaulters  with- 
out distinction. 

This  course,  I doubt  not,  will  ensure  the  speedy  collection  of  a large  amount  of 
the  rate. 

The  Board  accepted  Mr.  Isaac  Henderson’s  proposal  to  complete  the  sheds  in 
the  girls’  yard  for  a sum  of  220 1. ; and  he  (Mr.  li.)  undertakes  to  have  them  ready 
for  the  reception  of  the  children  in  two  months’  time  from  this  day’s  date. 

The  sheds  are  to  be  substantially  constructed  and  slated,  so  as  to  render  them 
permanently  available  as  auxiliary  accommodation  in  connexion  with  the  work- 
house. 

I was  requested  by  the  Board  to  endeavour  to  procure  your  sanction  for  the 
appointment  of  a second  Guardian  for  the  electoral  division  of  Oughterliu  at  the 
election  in  March  next. 

The  population  of  Ougkterlin  is  only  1593,  but  the  area  of  the  division  contains 
9140  statute  acres. 

The  Rathmullen  division,  containing  a population  of  2199,  within  an  area  of 
only  4423  statute  acres,  has  two  elective  Guardians  and  one  ex-ojficio,  whilst 
Oughterlin  is  represented  by  one  elective  Guardian  only. 

There  appears  to  me  to  be  but  one  objection  to  the  appointment  of  second 
Guardian  for  Oughterlin, — it  would  give  a preponderating  influence  to  a party 
representing  the  wealthiest  and  best  conditioned  section  of  the  Union  at  the  Board  ; 
but  this  objection  might  be  obviated  by  your  ordering  the  appointment  of  an  addi- 
tional Guardian  for  either  the  Carrigart  or  Carrowkeel  division. 

Should  the  Board  of  Guardians  continue  to  act  as  energetically  and  zealously  for 
the  time  to  come  as  they  have  done  on  the  last  two  days  of  meeting,  there  is  every 
reason  to  hope  that  they  will  be  able  to  overtake  the  management  and  necessities 
of  the  Union  satisfactorily. 

There  is  a point  on  Avhich  I am  extremely  desirous  of  obtaining  your  opinion 
and  advice.  I annex  the  circumstances  out  of  which  it  arises  in  as  brief  a shape 
as  possible. 

At  the  close  of  the  operations  under  the  Relief  Commission,  four  electoral 
divisions  had  considerable  sums  remaining  to  their  credit  with  the  Finance 
Committee,  and  those  sums  were  paid  to  the  respective  treasurers  of  said 
electorates. 

It  so  happens  that  those  four  electorates  have  large  balances  at  their  credit  with 
the  Union,  and  the  old  Relief  Committees  are  averse  to  expending  the  balances  of 
their  relief  funds  until  the  sums  at  the  credit  of  their  divisions  with  the  Union 
shall  have  been  eaten  up:  their  credit  with  the  Union  is  only  on  paper,  as  the 
money  has-been  taken  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  Union. 

Would  the  Board  of  Guardians  be  justified  in  refusing  to  make  provision  for 
out-door  relief  in  those  divisions  where  there  are  Relief  Commission  balances  still 
available  1 And  might  they  throw  any  responsibility  attaching  to  the  refusal  of 
relief  on  those  parties  who  object  to  applying  the  charitable  funds  themselves,  and 
yet  will  not  pay  them  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Union  to  be  administered  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians  ? 

The  Relief  Committees  and  the  rate-payers  would  at  once  undertake  the  re- 
sponsibility of  relieving  the  classes  eligible  to  out-door  relief  in  their  electorates, 
provided  they  had  any  guarantee  that,  when  a fresh  rate  comes  to  be  struck,  the 
balances  at  their  credit  with  the  Union  would  be  taken  into  account. 

Can  I,  as  your  officer,  give  any  assurance  to  the  parties  interested  that  they 
would  be  thus  dealt  with  ? 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — January  29,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  Guardians’  request  to  have  a second  Guardian 
elected  for  the  Oughterlin  electoral  division,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners 
to  state  that  they  will  give  the  subject  their  consideration. 

With  regard  to  the  balances  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurers  of  Relief 
Committees,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  observe,  that  those  balances  should  be 
paid  over  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  the  credit  of  the  electoral  divisions  to 
which  they  belong,  provided  there  are  no  fever  hospitals  for  such  divisions,  to  the 
maintenance  of  which  such  balances  would  be  applicable  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Temporary  Fever  Acts.  If  paid  over  to  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
the  electoral  divisions  to  which  the  balances  belong  will  be  credited,  and  the  next 
rate  made  on  such  electoral  divisions  will  be  proportionably  less.  But  in  any  case 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  are  solely  responsible  for  making  due  provision  for  the 
relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  all  the  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union,  and  they 
cannot  divest  themselves  of  this  responsibility  or  throw  any  portion  of  it  on  the 
old  Relief  Committees  or  on  any  other  parties. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


337 


LISTOWEL  UNION. 

Captain.  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  2,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians  held  this  day,  the  proceedings  of  the  Workhouse  Extension  Com- 
mitttee  were  approved  of,  and  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Wilkinson,  the  Architect, 
who  on  Tuesday  visited  the  newly-rented  premises,  agreed  to  be  acted  upon.  It 
is  proposed  to  place  therein  about  400  children  under  the  schoolmaster  and 
mistress,  and  thus  make  room  in  the  poor-house  to  that  extent,  for  the  able- 
bodied  ; but  it  will  not  be  possible  to  have  the  premises  ready  to  be  occupied 
until  the  second  week  in  January  next,  and  no  other  premises  could  be  had 
that  would  answer. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  pressure  of  deplorably  destitute  applicants  for  admission 
or  relief  is  so  great,  that  the  Board  have  come  to  a resolution  to  apply  to  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  for  an  order  to  allow,  provisionally,  out-door  relief 
to  the  able-bodied  ; and  they  deeply  lament  the  necessity,  which  might  have 
been  for  the  present  avoided,  had  they  earlier  taken  the  active  measures  to 
provide  more  workhouse  accommodation,  and  to  set  the  collectors  and 
relieving  officers  to  work,  which  they  have  done  lately,  since  my  coming 
amongst  them. 

It  is  my  duty  to  state  that  the  necessity  is  urgent,  arising  from  the  great 
extent  of  the  distress  already  existing  throughout  the  Union,  and  more  parti- 
cularly along  the  western  coast.  Robberies,  particularly  of  food,  are  beginning 
to  be  frequent ; and  outrages  have  commenced  by  persons  in  disguise  breaking 
into  houses  and  forcibly  seizing  arms. 

It  has  been  resolved  to  remove  such  of  the  inmates,  disabled  paupers,  widows 
and  children,  as  can  be  removed  out  of  the  workhouse,  and  have  houses  to  go 
to,  that  they  may  be  relieved  at  home,  to  the  number  of  about  100,  to  make 
room  for  able-bodied  paupers ; but  this  step  cannot  yet  be  taken,  for  although 
most  of  the  relieving  officers  have  entered  into  securities,  received  the  books 
and  instructions,  and  are  preparing  to  give  out- door  relief  to  classes  entitled  to 
it,  the  Guardians  are  nearly  without  funds,  the  balance  in  the  Treasurer’s 
hands,  deducting  needful  payments  made  this  day,  being  scarcely  150/.  The 
collector’s  rate-book  for  the  new  rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound,  will  not  be  ready  for 
signature  until  next  week. 

The  reply  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  inquiry  in  my  letter  of  the  29th, 
having  reference  to  the  duty  of  the  relieving  officer  to  receive  all  applications, 
came  to  my  hands  at  the  meeting  to-day,  but  previous  to  its  arrival,  and  my 
laying  the  same  before  the  Guardians,  a resolution  had  been  passed,  in  effect  to 
limit  those  officers  to  receive  applications  from,  and  enter  on  their  list  only 
such  destitute  persons  as  may  be  found  by  them,  after  due  enquiry,  to  be  legally 
entitled  to  relief.  It  was  urged  that  overwhelming  numbers  would  otherwise 
make  it  utterly  impossible  that  these  officers  could  act,  and  that  the  Board  of 
Guardians  could  not  have  time  weekly  to  go  through  the  “ application,”  and 
“ report  book,”  and  decide  on  the  large  number  of  cases  that  would  come  before 
them. 

A working  and  finance  Committee  was  appointed  at  my  suggestion  originally, 
to  examine  into  and  report  upon  all  matters  whatever,  connected  with  the 
expenditure  and  accounts  of  the  Union.  It  was  resolved  that  this  Committee 
should  also  decide  on  the  cases  of  all  applicants  for  relief,  brought  before  the 
Board  weekly  by  the  relieving  officers. 

I beg  to  state  that,  in  my.  opinion,  this  Committee,  with  the  latter  heavy 
duty  added  to  the  former,  will  not  be  found  to  act  well ; the  business  of  it 
will  be  thrown  on  two  or  three  gentlemen,  residents  in  or  near  the  town  of 
Listowel,  who  already  complain  of  the  great  weight  of  work  thrown  upon 
them  by  the  general  absence  of  Guardians  resident  at  a distance. 

I strenuously  recommended  that  district  Committees  should  be  appointed  ^ 
aid  the  relieving  officers,  and  decide  on  the  claims  of  applicants,  but  this  - 
objected  to ; yet  in  a Union  of  such  great  extent  and  large  destitute  popi 
tion,  I do  not  believe  the  duties  will  be  carried  on  with  regularity  and  ] 
cision  without  them. 

2 X 
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Listowel  Union. 


In  concluding  this  necessarily  hurried  report,  I beg  to  state  that  the  Board 
adjourned  to  meet  again  to-morrow,  and  from  day  to  day,  for  the  despatch  of 
the  pressing  business  before  them. 


Replv  to  the  foregoing: — December  7,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
to  which  you  refer,  requesting  authority  from  the  Commissioners  to  administer 
out-door  relief  to  tile  able-bodied ; and  the  Commissioners  have  issued  an  order 
authorizing  out-door  relief  accordingly  for  a period  of  two  months. 

A copy  of  the  order  is  enclosed,  together  with  a copy  of  a letter  which  the 
Commissioners  have  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  subject. 

As  regards  the  appointment  of  a Committee  to  decide  on  applications  for  relief 
which  may  be  brought  before  the  Board  by  the  relieving  officers,  and  your  recom- 
mendatiou  that  district  Committees  should  be  formed  to  aid  the  relieving  officers, 
the  Commissioners  desire  to  state,  that  such  district  Committees  should  only  be 
appointed  in  accordance  with  the  6th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  ■ 
and  their  functions  should  be  confined  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  contem- 
plated by  that  section,  viz.,  to  receive  applications  for  relief,  to  examine  into  the 
cases  of  the  applicants,  and  to  report  to  the  Guardians  thereon. 

The  general  views  of  the  Commissioners  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  Com- 
mittees for  assisting  in  the  administration  of.  out-door  relief,  otherwise  than  as 
provided  by  the  6th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  are  set  forth  in  the 
accompanying  letters  addressed  by  them  to  the  South  Dublin  Board  of  Guardians, 
and  to  the  Tipperary  Board  of  Guardians  respectively.  The  draft  letters  are  for-- 
warded  for  your  information,  and  should  be  returned  when  perused. 

Enclosures  in  the  foregoing  Letter. 

Order  authorizing  Otjt-Door  Relief. 

To  the  Paid  Officers  acting  in  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 
Listowel  Union  ; to  the  Clerk  and  other  officers  of  the  said  Union,  and  to  all  otliei- 
persons  whom  it  may  concern. 

Whereas  it  has  been  shown  to  our  satisfaction,  that,  by  reason  of  the  want  of  room  in  the 
■workhouse  of  the  said  Union,  adequate  relief  cannot  be  afforded  therein  to  destitute  poor 
persons  not  being  persons  permanently  disabled,  or  destitute  poor  persons  disabled  by  sickness 
or  accident,  or  destitute  poor  widows  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent  on 
them,  and  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  and  empower  the  paid  officers  acting  in  execution  of  the 
duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  said  Union,  to  administer  relief  out  of  the  workhouse 
to  such  destitute  poor  persons,  for  a limited  time  as  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Now  therefore,  we,  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland,  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  the  said  paid  officers  to  administer  relief  out  of  the 
workhouse,  in  food,  to  destitute  poor  persons  not  being  persons  permanently  disabled  from 
labour  by  reason  of  old  age,  infirmity,  or  bodily  or  mental  defect,  and  not  being  persons 
disabled  from  labour  by  reason  of  severe  sickness  or  serious  accident,  and  thereby  deprived  of 
the  me^ns  of  earning  a subsistence  for  themselves  and  their  families,  whom  they  are  liable  by 
lawr  to  maintain,  and  not  being  poor  widows  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent 
on  them,  for  two  months  next  ensuing  after  the  date  of  this  order. 

And  we  do  hereby  make  the  following  rules  and  regulations  as  to  the  granting,  ordering,  and 
giving  of  relief  to  all  persons  who  shall  be  relieved  by  the  said  paid  officers,  under  the 
authority  of  this  order,  that  is  to  say : — ■ 

1 . Every  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this  order,  shall  he  relieved  in  food 
only,  and  such  food  shall,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  be  cooked  food. 

2.  Every  able-bodied  male  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this  order  shall, 
so  far  as  is  practicable,  be  set  to  perform  a task  of  work  during  eight  hours  at  least  of 
every  day  for  which  he  receives  such,  relief. 

3.  No  able-bodied  person  who  shall  be  in  employment.,  nor  any  part  of  his  or  her 
family,  shall  receive  relief  as  a destitute  person  under  the  authority  of  this  order. 

And  for  the  more  effectual  administration  of  relief  under  this  order,  we  do  hereby  authorize 
and  direct  the  said  paid  officers  to  appoint  so  many  relieving  officers  as  shall  be  found  sufficient 
from  time  to  time,  to  superintend  the  labour  of  such  persons  as  shall  be  set  to  work,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  regulations  in  this  order  contained,  and  otherwise  to  assist  in  the  administration 
of  relief  under  this  order,  as  the  said  paid  officers,  subject  to  our  approval,,  shall  direct. 

Sealed  with  our  seal,  this  seventh  day  of  December,  in.  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty -seven. 

(Signed  E.  T.  B.  Twisleton. 

(L.S.)  T..  N.  Redington. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians,  Listowel  Union  r — December  7,  1847- 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  Lis  towel  Union,  on  the  2nd  instant.,  to  the  effect  that  from  the  extreme 
destitution  which  prevails  in  the  Union,  and  inasmuch  as  the  workhouse  is  at  present  crowded, 
and  the  auxiliary  workhouse  under  repair  cannot  be  occupied  before  the  10th  of  January, 
the  Commissioners  be  requested  to  issue  their  order,  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied. 

The  Commissioners  have  also  had  before  them  a report  from  their  Temporary  Inspector, 
Captain  Spark,  in  which  he  states  that  the  necessity  for  such  an  order  is  urgent. 

The  Commissioners  have  accordingly  issued  an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief,  under  the 
2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Belief  Extension  Act,  for  the  period  of  two  months  from  the  date  of 
the  order. 

The  Guardians  will  observe  that  no  relief  under  this  order  can  be  legally  given  to  persons  in 
employment;  that  such  relief  must  be  in  food  only,  and  that  no  able-bodied  man  should 
receive  relief  except  in  return  for  work. 

With  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  work  which  should  be  offered  to  able-bodied  men,  the 
Commissioners  recommend  the  setting  able-bodied  men  to  stone-breaking  by  taskwork,  as  a 
condition  of  relief ; and  as  much  will  depend  on  the  knowledge,  firmness,  and  discretion,  of 
those  who  may  be  appointed  to  superintend  the  stone- breaking,  the  Commissioners  cannot  too 
strongly  urge  the  Guardians  to  be  peculiarly  careful  in  permitting  themselves  to  be  influenced 
by  no  other  consideration  than  those  of  personal  fitness,  in  selecting  candidates  for  that  highly 
important,  office. 

The  Commissioners  will  take  this  opportunity  of  observing  that,  in  specifying  the  period  of 
eight  hours  at  least,  in  the  day,  during  which  every  able-bodied  pauper  should  be  required  to 
work,  they  have  made  allowance  for  the  present  season  of  the  year,  and  for  the  possible  circum- 
stance that  some  of  the  able-bodied  paupers  may  come  to  the  stone-breaking  from  a con- 
siderable distance.  It  is  not,  however,  by  any  means  intended  to  prevent  the  Guardians  from 
requiring  work  during  a still  longer  period  of  time.  The  period  of  eight  hours  is,  in  fact, 
merely  the  minimum  space  of  time  in  the  day,  during  which  every  able-bodied  pauper  should 
give  the  value  of  his  labour  to  the  Union. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  remind  the  Guardians  that  the  order  is  merely 
temporary ; and  they  should  in  the  mean  time  use  every  possible  exertion  to  render  the  addi- 
tional workhouse  accommodation  which  is  in  preparation,  available  at  the  earliest  possible 
period,  so  that  the  children  may  be  removed,  and  the  existing  workhouse  made  available, 
almost  exclusively,  for  the  relief  of  able-bodied  men. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians,  South  Dublin  Union : — 

October  20,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Belief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  under  consideration,  the  explanation  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  South  Dublin  Union, 
respecting  the  appointment  in  each  electoral  division  of  a Sub-Committee  under  the  Board,  to 
superintend  the  relieving  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  under  the  Irish  Relief  Exten- 
sion Act. 

The  Commissioners  have  likewise  had  under  consideration,  a report  from  their  Inspector, 
Captain  Huband,  on  the  subject. 

As  the  principle  involved  in  the  existence  of  these  Committees,  is  of  considerable  importance 
for  evil  or  for  good;  as  the  system  of  out-relief  and  of  relieving  officers  is  wholly  new  in 
Ireland ; and  as  the  effects  of  a course  similar  to  that  on  which  the  Guardians  are  now  entering 
have  been  fully  experienced  elsewhere,  the  Commissioners  deem  it  right  to  express  their 
opinion  on  the  subject  at  the  present  time. 

The  Commissioners  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  appointment  of  these  Committees  is  contrary 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Irish  Poor  Belief  Acts ; and  however  excellent  the  intentions  of  those  who 
■are  in  iavour  of  such  bodies  may  be,  the  Commissioners  are  convinced,  by  extensive  experience, 
that  the  existence  of  them  will  lead  to  pernicious  consequences. 

The  system  of  out-relief  established  in  Ireland  by  the  Legislature  is  to  be  carried  on  by 
Guardians,  acting  as  a Board,  with  paid  officers  under  them.  When  a poor  person  applies  for 
relief,  the  undivided  responsibility  of  becoming  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  applicant  rests  with  the  relieving  officer  of  the  district  to  which  such  applicant 
belongs ; on  the  other  hand,  the  undivided  responsibility  (except  in  cases  of  sudden  and  urgent 
necessity)  of  deciding  whether  the  applicant  shall  or  shall  not  be  relieved  at  all,  and  whether 
the  relief  to  be  given  shall  be  in  the  workhouse  or  out  of  it,  rests  solely  with  the  Board  of 
Guardians. 

To  render  ordinary  relief  legal,  it  must  be  sanctioned  by  a majority  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, and  authenticated  by  the  initials  of  the  presiding  chairman.  The  correct  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, when  an  application  is  brought  before  the  Board,  is  for  the  chairman  to  call  upon  the 
relieving  officer  to  state  everything  which  he  knows  respecting  the  case.  When  the  relieving 
officer  has  concluded  his  statement,  if  any  Guardian  is  aware  of  any  material  circumstance 
which  has  been  omitted  by  the  relieving  officer,  he  should  communicate  the  additional  informa.- 
tion  to  the  whole  Board ; and  the  Board  being  thus  put  in  possession  of  all  the  facts,  should 
pronounce  its  final  decision. 

Neither  the  Irish  Belief  Extension  Act,  however,  nor  the  regulations  of  the  Commissioner* 
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recognise  any  authority  whatever  in  individual  Guardians,  or  in  any  local  body  other  than  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  to  control  the  relieving  officers,  or  to  make  an  order  for  relief;  and  the 
Commissioners  strongly  recommend  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  South  Dublin  Union  to  be 
careful  in  keeping  their  own  undoubted  power  in  their  own  hands,  and  under  no  pretence  what- 
ever to  recognise  any  authority  in  this  respect,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  individual 
Guardian  or  Committee. 

The  plea  which  has  been  usually  advanced  for  a departure  from  the  course  above  recom- 
mended by  the  Commissioners  is,  that,  individual  Guardians  or  a Committee,  who  belong  to 
the  peculiar  locality  of  an  applicant  for  relief,  are  likely  to  know  more  of  the  case  than  the 
Board  of  Guardians.  It  will  be  found,  however,  that  this  plea  involves  a fallacy  of  reasoning 
as  to  time.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  before  an  application  for  relief  is  brought  lormally  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  an  individual  Guardian,  or  a Committee,  is  likely 
to  know  more  of  the  case  than  the  whole  Board  collectively.  When,  however,  the  Board  of 
Guardians  has  assembled;  when  the  relieving  officer  has  stated  everything  which  he  knows 
respecting  the  case ; and  when  the  individual  Guardian  supplies  whatever  has  been  omitted 
by  the  relieving  officer,  the  Board  of  Guardians  ought  to  know  as  much  as  the  Committee  or 
the  individual  Guardian,  when  he  first  entered  the  Board-room,  and  they  will  frequently  know 
much  more.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  obvious  that  when  the  facts  of  the  case  are  once  fully 
known,  the  Board  of  Guardians  is  likely,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  to  decide  on  the  course 
to  be  pursued,  in  giving  or  refusing  relief,  with  greater  coolness  of  judgment  and  freedom  from 
misleading  prejudices  than  any  individual  Guardian,  however  excellent  his  intentions  may  be. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Cleric  to  the  Guardians,  Tipperary  Union: — October 8,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  proceedings  at  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  Tipperary  Union,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  at  which  it  was  deemed  expedient,  to  appoint  Sub- 
Committees  to  examine  the  lists  of  the  different  relieving  officers,  I am  directed  by  the  Com- 
missioners for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  to  state  that  as  a 
general  rule  they  deem  it  undesirable  that  a Board  of  Guardians  should  be  subdivided  into 
Committees  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  on  applications  for  relief,  inasmuch  as  fewer  abuses  aro 
likely  to  arise,  if  the  cases  are  decided  on  by  the  whole  Board. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  are  aware  that  the  amount  of  labour  thrown  on  the 
Guardians  may  be  so  great  as  to  render  it  necessary,  for  the  due  despatch  of  public  business, 
that  a division,  or  even  divisions,  of  the  Board  should  take  place. 

There  is  one  suggestion,  however,  which,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  make  on  the  subject, 
which  they  recommend  the  Guardians  strictly  to  act  on,  viz.,  that  in  all  divisions  or  Sub- 
Committees  of  the  Board,  one  Guardian,  at  least,  should  be  associated  who  is  not  of  the  par- 
ticular district  from  which  the  applicants  come,  whose  cases  are  to  be  investigated  by  such 
divisions  or  Sub-Committees  respectively. 

The  Commissioners  have  to  add  that  no  such  Sub-Committee  or  division  should  consist  of 
less  than  three  members. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  4,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, that,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  held  yesterday  by  adjournment, 
the  following  was  the  most  important  business  transacted. 

The  medical  officers’ report  having  represented  that  there  was  a great  increase 
of  disease  in  the  infirmary,  no  less  than  29  cases  of  fever,  27  of  measles,  and  of 
small-pox  3,  recommending  that  these  should  be  immediately  removed,  I called 
the  Guardians’  attention  to  the  necessity  for  it  being  done,  and  that  not  a 
moment  should  be  lost  to  prevent  a direful  spread  of  disease  among  the  inmates 
of  the  workhouse.  There  is  a Temporary  Fever  Hospital  Committee  appointed, 
who  have  hired  one  small  house,  now  getting  ready,  and  others  are  being 
negotiated  for ; but  some  time  must  elapse  before  the  patients  can  be  removed. 
These  premises  are  to  he  used  only  until  the  new  fever  hospital  is  ready ; but 
I must  call  the  Commissioners’  attention  to  the  circumstance,  that  the  contractor 
is  obliged  to  stop  this  most  needed  work  for  want  of  money,  and  that  the  sum 
of  200/.  is  requested  to  be  furnished  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  which  the 
advanced  state  of  the  building  it  is  represented  to  me  warrants  the  Guardians 
in  applying  for.  It-  will  be  found  noticed  in  the  minutes  of  the  meeting. 

The  Application  and  Report  Books  of  six  of  the  relieving  officers  were  gone 
through,  and  the  cases  therein  of  such  as  are  entitled  to  receive  out-door  relief 
under  the  Act  10  Viet.,  cap.  31,  section  1,  decided  upon;  and  checks  for  money, 
to  the  extent  of  10/.  each,  were  supplied  them  to  enable  them  to  purchase  and 
commence  the  distribution  of  Indian  meal  in  the  quantity  of  one  pound  to 
adults,  and  of  half  a pound  to  children  under  nine  years. 

In  consequence  of  the  low  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Board,  the  clerk  was 
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ordered  to  apply  to  the  treasurer  to  permit  that  the  balance  in  his  hands  should 
be  overdrawn  to  the  extent  of  250/.,  to  meet  present  exigencies,  and  until  part 
of  the  new  rate  be  gathered  and  paid  in,  to  repay  it. 

I beg  to  report  that  contractors  for  supplies  to  the  workhouse  have,  here- 
tofore, not  been  called  upon  to  enter  into  any  bond  for  the  fulfilment  of  their 
engagements,  and  contracts  have  consequently  been  broken,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  Union,  and  causing  suffering  and  disease  among  the  pauper  inmates ; the 
contractor  for  milk  has  failed  to  supply  that  article  to  the  amount  of  50  gallons 
daily,  unnoticed;  a resolution  is  now  on  the  minutes  to  enforce  the  observance 
of  the  law  on  this  head.  The  Guardians  adjourned,  after  a lengthened 
meeting,  until  Thursday  next,  the  day  for  the  ordinary  assembly  of  the  Board. 

I wish  to  state  that  it  is  my  intention,  so  soon  as  the  relieving  officers  are 
fully  at  work,  to  go  frequently  round  amongst  them,  and  see  that  they  perform 
their  duty  honestly. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  7,  1847. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  that  the  contractor  for  erecting  the 
fever  hospital  is  obliged  to  stop  the  work  for  want  of  money,  and  that  he  is 
entitled  to  the  sum  of  200/.  on  account  of  his  contract,  which  the  Commissioners 
are  requested  to  furnish,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  received  no 
application  for  this  payment  previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  report  on  yes- 
terday, they,  however,  at  once  referred  your  communication  to  then’  architect, 
and  have  now  received  his  recommendation  that  the  money  be  paid,  and  they 
have  accordingly  given  directions  for  an  immediate  remittance  of  the  sum 
of  200/. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that,  the  Commissioners  approve  of  your  pro- 
posal to  go  round  amongst  the  relieving  officers,  and  see  that  they  perform 
their  duty  honestly. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  9,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  the  following  as  the  principal  business  transacted  at  the 
ordinary  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  held  this  day. 

The  Rate  Books  were  duly  signed,  and  a rate  made  on  all  the  electoral 
divisions  of  the  Union,  and  the  warrants  or  Collecting  Books  were  also  signed 
and  delivered  to  the  collectors,  who  will  at  once  proceed  to  collect. 

The  Finance  Committee  examined  into  some  accounts  and  claims  for  pay- 
ment, and  made  their  report,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  obtain  all  out- 
standing unpaid  bills. 

I laid  before  the  Board  the  order  for  out-door  relief,  which  was  received 
with  thankfulness  for  the  promptitude  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  shewn 
in  complying  with  their  wishes ; but  such  is  the  low  state  of  credit  in  which  the 
Union  stands,  or  rather  the  Board  of  Guardians,  through  mismanagement  and 
neglect  of  its  affairs,  that  the  treasurer  has  refused  to  advance  them  the  trifling 
sum  of  250/.,  and  to  day  it  has  been  resolved  to  apply  to  the  old  Relief  Com- 
mittees, lately  under  10  Vic.  cap.  7,  to  advance  them  money  which  they  have 
still  in  hand,  to  enable  them  to  carry  into  effect  the  out-door  relief  so  urgently 
called  for,  to  save  from  positive  starvation  thousands  of  the  destitute  population, 
who,  in  the  western  districts  particularly,  are  living  on  turnips  alone,  and  sea- 
weed, and  such  potatoes  as  after  repeated  diggings,  may  be  found  left  in  the 
fields. 

Tenders  having  been  advertised  for  supplying  Indian  meal  to  the  depots, 
only  one  man  offered,  and  that  at  about  4/.  per  ton  above  the  price  it  could  be 
obtained  for.  This  again  is  the  result  of  the  bad  odour  in  which  the  Guardians 
are  held  as  paymasters. 

The  medical  officer’s  report  showed  the  alarming  state  of  the  house ; but  I 
regret  to  say  that  with  every  effort  made,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain 
premises  for  temporary  fever  wards.  The  Committee  are  promised  that  in  two 
days  hence  they  shall  have  poesession  of  tenements  that  will  hold  about  50 
parties. 

Above  200  applicants  for  admission  into  the  workhouse  were  necessarily 
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Listowei  Union,  rejected,  after  coming  some  of  them  twenty  miles  with  their  miserable  families, 
many  of  them  in  a famishing  state ; and  the  Guardians  very  humanely  ordered 
them  a meal  of  bread  to  sustain  them  to  endure  their  journey  home.  Their 
names  were  entered  in  the  Application  and  Report  Books  of  the  relieving 
officers  present,  several  of  which  were  submitted  to  the  Board  for  examination 
and  decision  of  the  cases,  which  caused  the  meeting  to  be  a very  lengthened 
one,  and  it  was  adjourned  for  to-morrow  at  10  a.m.,  the  proceedings  of  which  I 
will  report. 

The  medical  officer  reports  “ that  there  are  276  patients  under  medical  and 
“ surgical  treatment  in  the  workhouse  hospitals,  being  more  than  one-third  the 
“ present  number  in  the  house.  Of  this  number  there  are  45  in  fever, 
“ 2 deaths,  and  6 discharged  convalescent  since  last  Board’s  meeting,  leaving 
“ now  37  in  fever,  82  in  measles,  4 in  small-pox,  31  dysentery,  one  of  whom 
“ has  died ; there  are  120  in  other  diseases.” 

The  medical  officer  states  “ that  there  are  21 1 in  the  infirmary  alone,  which 
“ properly  cannot  accommodate  more  than  60  patients.” 

P.S. — I beg  to  remark  that  in  the  teeth  of  this  report  the  rural  Guardians 
urged  strenuously  that  further  admissions  should  be  granted  from  the  crowd  of 
applicants  clamouring  outside,  which  I insisted  most  positively  against,  on  the 
ground  of  humanity  even,  and  I carried  my  point. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  14,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that,  as  the  collectors’  warrants  have  been 
signed,  no  exertions  will  be  spared  to  realize  some  of  the  rate  immediately, 
and  thus  enable  the  Guardians  to  administer  relief  to  the  destitute  efficiently. 
The  Commissioners  request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  direct  your  special  atten- 
tion to  this  point,  and  they  request  also  that  you  will  confer,  especially  with  the 
Board  of  Guardians  on  the  subject  of  the  medical  officers’  report,  and  urge 
them  to  adopt  every  means  in  their  power  to  render  the  sanitary  state  of  the 
house  more  satisfactory  than  at  present. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  the  additional  tenements  to  which  you  allude 
as  sufficient  to  accommodate  50  patients,  may  be  obtained  without  delay. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  11,  1847- 

I beg  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that 
at  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union  yesterday, 
the  only  business  was  the  following : — 

The  remainder  of  the  relieving  officers’  Application  and  Report  Books  were 
gone  through,  and  the  cases  decided  on. 

And  a resolution  was  come  to  that  the  relieving  officers  should  be  directed  to 
offer  to  all  applicants  a ticket  of  admission  into  the  workhouse,  and  that  such 
as  refused  to  receive  the  same  should  be  reported  to  the  Board. 

It  appeared  to  be  considered,  that  this  being  refused  would  be  a fair  proof 
that  the  applicant  could  not  be  in  a state  of  destitution,  but  it  is  obvious  that 
when  the  house  is  full,  all  will  say  they  are  ready  to  accept  it,  and  that  as  a 
test  it  will  fail. 

Out-door  relief  was  commenced  this  day,  to  be  given  to  the  able-bodied  in 
the  Listowel  district. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  14,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  it  is  of  course  proper 
and  desirable  to  apply  the  workhouse  .test  as  far  as  practicable,  and  while  there 
is  any  considerable  amount  of  workhouse  accommodation  available,  the  Com- 
missioners think  that  out-relief  ought  not,  under  any  circumstances,  to  be  given 
to  the  able-bodied ; at  the  same  time  they  think,  that  if  the  Guardians  and  the 
relieving  officers  adhere  strictly  to  the  terms  of  the  order,  and  are  careful 
that  the  relief  afforded  is  given  in  cooked  food  only,  and  that  a task  of  work 
is  required  to  be  performed  by  each  able-bodied  person  receiving  such  relief, 
they  will  find  that  these  regulations  a'fford,  to  a certain  limited  extent,  a test 
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of  destitution,  although  such  test  is  undoubtedly  far  less  efficient  than  the  test 
of  a workhouse. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners: — December  13,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  return  herewith  the  letter  addressed  to  the  Board 
of  Guardians  of  the  Tipperary  Union,  and  the  other  papers  sent  me  for  perusal, 
containing  the  valuable  opinion  and  suggestions  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, and  the  views  of  Captain  Huband  on  the  subject  of  sub-committees, 
and  I fully  concur  in  the  same ; but  I beg  to  take  the  liberty  to  state  my  im- 
pression, that  a staff  of  only  10  relieving  officers  in  this  extensive  Union,  con- 
taining a population  of  upwards  of  70,000  souls,  two-thirds  of  whom  are  in 
reality  paupers,  and  will  all  be  clamorous  applicants  for  relief,  if  not  legally 
entitled  to  it,  is  totally  inadequate  and  cannot  work.  I believe  it  to  be  im- 
possible that  these  officers  can  each  week  receive  the  names  of  all  applicants, 
go  to  the  houses  and  inquire  carefully  into  the  circumstances  of  each,  take 
charge  of  the  depots  for  food,  and  weigh  out  and  distribute  it,  keep  the  books 
and  accounts,  attend  the  clerk  at  his  office  one  day  in  the  week,  with  the  same 
for  examination,  and  on  another  the  Board  of  Guardians,  coming,  and  having 
to  return,  many  of  them  a distance  of  10  or  15  miles. 

I have  expressed  this  opinion  to  the  Guardians,  and  shall,  after  further  expe- 
rience, be  prepared  to  propose,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
there  shall  be  appointed  an  increase  of  relieving  officers,  and  of  assistants  also, 
if  found  necessary,  properly  to  carry  out  the  law. 

At  the  full  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  Thursday  last,  the  press 
of  business  prevented  the  consideration  of  appointing  overseers  for  labour  to  be 
performed  by  paupers  receiving  out-door  relief,  but  at  the  next  meeting  on 
Thursday  next  I will  take  care  to  bring  the  subject  before  them.  These  over- 
seers might  assist  the  relieving  officers  to  distribute  the  rations. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  14,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  undesirable  that  the  relieving  officers  in 
the  Listowel  Union  should  have  anything  to  do  with  the  management  of  the 
depots ; and  that  if  the  Guardians  see  this  matter  in  the  same  light,  the  labour 
of  the  relieving  officers  will  be  materially  lightened. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  object  to  any  moderate  remuneration  for  those 
who  are  in  charge  of  the  depots. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners: — December  16,  1847. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  a reply  was  received 
to  the  application  made  to  the  old  Relief  Committee  for  Listowel,  under  the 
Lord  Lieutenant’s  order,  for  the  loan  of  a portion  of  the  fund  still  remaining  in 
the  hands  of  its  Treasurer,  in  the  form  of  a resolution  unanimously  agreed  to 
by  that  Committee,  at  a meeting  held  yesterday,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy  : “ Resolved,  that  the  secretary  be  required  to  inform  the  clerk  of  the 
“ Union  in  reply  to  his  Circular  of  the  11th  instant,  that  this  Committee  has 
“ authorised  its  treasurer  to  hand  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  a sum  of  5001. 
“ as  a loan,  under  the  circun^stancps  stated,  and  subject  to  the  conditions  spe- 
“ cified  in  that  letter ; and  provided,  also,  that  the  Board  will  take  immediate 
“ steps  to  relieve  the  poor,,  and  .appoint  at  once  such  additional  relieving 
“ officers  as  authorised  and  directed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners’  sealed 
“ order  of  the  17th  instant,  and  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  said  Commissioners 
“ to  their  receiving,  and  the  Board  of  Guardians  repaying  the  aforesaid  sum 
“ out  of  the  rates  about  to  be  collected,  on  the  understanding  that  the  Com- 
“ mittee  requires  no  interest  nor  remuneration  of  any  kind  for  the  use  of  the. 
“ same.” 

And  I am  requested  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  solicit  the  Commis- 
sioners’ sanction,  that  the  said  loan  of  500/.  may  be  accepted  upon  the  liberal 
sums  offered  by  the  said  Committee. 

P.S.  I beg  to  state  that  1 have  not  time  to  transmit  a report  of  this  day’s 
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proceedings,  and  save  the  post,  which  leaves  this  place  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning.  I can  merely  state,  that  the  necessary  steps  were  taken  at  my  request, 
to  carry  out  strictly  the  order  for  out-door  relief,  with  the  exception  of  giving 
cooked  food,  which  was  deemed  impracticable.  The  meeting  sat  late,  occupied 
with  the  relieving  officers’  heavy  lists  of  applicants,  and  adjourned  to  assemble 
again  to-morrow  morning  at  10. 

I will  do  myself  the  honour  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  by  the  next 
post. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — December  18,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  will  readily  sanction  the  receiving  and  repaying 
the  money  on  the  terms  proposed. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners-. — December  18,  1847. 


I have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
the  proceedings  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  of  this  Union,  at  their  ordinary 
meeting  on  the  16th  instant,  and  the  adjourned  meeting  held  yesterday. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings  I called  the  attention  of  the  Board 
to  the  obligation  it  was  under  to  afford  relief  to  the  able-bodied  only,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  set  forth  in  the  order  under  seal  of  the  Commissioners, 
dated  the  7th  instant. 

After  considerable  discussion,  tending  to  show  that  in  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  Union  to  provide  cooked  food  was  impracticable,  a resolution  to 
that  effect  was  inserted  on  the  minutes,  and  unanimously  agreed  to ; but  that 
able-bodied  paupers  should  be  set  to  task-work  as  soon  as  possible — to  consist 
in  collecting  and  breaking  stones  on  the  several  unfinished  roads,  commenced 
under  the  Labour-rate  Act,  in  fencing  or  other  public  works  required  in  the 
several  electoral  divisions;  and  that  a sufficient  staff  should  be  appointed  to 
superintend  such  labour. 

That  the  Guardians  of  the  different  electoral  divisions  be  authorized  to  give 
effect  to  this  resolution,  by  selecting  the  particular  works,  and  to  name  stewards 
or  overseers  to  superintend  the  same,  subject  to  the  Board’s  approval;  and 
taking  care  that  all  such  works  shall,  in  accordance  with  the  Commissioners’ 
order,  be  task  or  piece  work. 

The  proposed  loan  of  5001.  from  the  Listowel  old  Relief  Committee  was 
thankfully  received ; and  I was  requested  to  ask  the  Commissioners’  sanction, 
as  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  16th. 

On  the  medical  officer’s  report  being  read,  I forcibly  called  the  attention  of 
the  Board  to  the  great  spread  of  disease  within  the  house,  and  the  necessity  for 
vigorous  steps  being  immediately  taken  with  regard  to  the  same.  A resolution 
was  accordingly  come  to,  that  a further  change  of  diet  to  one  more  nourishing 
should  be  adopted,  by  the  introduction  of  bread  and  soup  for  dinner.  And  the 
Sanitary  Committee  was  appointed  with  full  powers  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  great  increase  of  sickness  in  the  house,  and  to  take  such  steps  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  disease  as  they  may  consider  proper. 

The  medical  officer’s  report  gave  the  following : — 


Cases  of  fever 

48 

Measles 

...  83 

Small-pox  . 

3 

Dysentery  . 

36 

Other  diseases 

. 112 

287 

About  40  fever  patients  have  been  and  are  being  removed  to  two  temporary 
fever  hospital  wards ; and  another  house  hired  for  the  purpose,  will  be  ready  in 
a few  days. 

Tenders  for  Indian  meal  and  oatmeal  were  received  and  accepted  for  six 
months,  at  a much  lower  rate  than  previously  offered ; and  after  a prolonged 
sitting,  devoted  to  a revision  of  the'  Relieving  Officers’  Application  and  Report 
Books,  the  Board  adjourned  until  yesterday,  at  10  a.m.,  to  complete  the  whole, 
when  five  Guardians  only  assembled,  including  the  Vice-Chairman. 
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I laid  before  the  Board  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  14th,  in  reply  to 
mme  of  the  13th  instant,  in  which  I am  informed  that  they  deem  it  undesirable 
that  the  relieving  officers  should  have  anything  to  do  with  the  management  of 
the  depots  but  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  object  to  any  moderate  remnne- 
ration  for  those  who  are  in  charge  of  them. 

Whereupon  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Guardians  of  the  several  districts  should 
select  proper  persons  to  take  charge  of  the  depots,  and  assist  the  relieving 
officers  m dispensing  relief;  and  report  to  the  Board  their  proceedings  there" 
upon  at  the  next  ordinary  meeting.  ° 

111  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  Guardians  for  Kiltomy,  Ballyheigue 
Kilflyn,  Kilmoily,  and  Ballylongford,  the  Board  came  to  a resolution  not  to 
take  upon  itself  the  responsibility  to  decide  upon  the  cases  in  the  Application  and 
Report  Books  of  the  relieving  officers  of  those  districts,  until  those  °-entlemen 
(the  Guardians)  attend  to  afford  the  necessary  information. 

The  Board  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  then  to  receive  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee.  r 

With  reference  to  the  resolutions  above  mentioned,  come  to  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  to  carry  out  the  measure  of  out-door  relief  in  accordance  with  the 
conditions  laid  down  by  the  Commissioners  in  their  order  dated  the  7th  instant 
to  my  letter  of  the  13th,  and  the  reply  to  it  dated  the  14th,  I be°-  leave  to 
request  that  I may  be  informed  what  additional  staff,  and  what  rate  of  remune- 
ration to  each  person  employed,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  deem  necessary 
m order  fully  and  efficiently  to  fulfil  the  said  conditions,  consistently  with  due 
economy ; for  although  I have  had  some  experience  as  Government  inspector, 
under  10  Viet.  c.  7,  my  ideas  may  not  meet  the  Commissioners’  views  upon  this 
subject,  and  lam  not  disposed  to  suggest  anything,  or  to  permit  any  step  to  be 
taken  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  contrary  to  the  latter. 

I beg  to  report  that  there  are  already  on  the  lists  for  out-door  relief,  about 
3,500  heads  of  families  and  adults,  and  in  the  whole  from  12,000  to  14,000  in- 
dividuals, after  scrutiny  by  the  Board. 

The  collectors  are  out,  and  at  the  end  of  this  week  now  closing,  will  have 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  it  is  supposed,  about  250Z.  I have  not 
failed  to  stimulate  those  gentlemen  to  use  their  utmost  efforts  to  gather  the  rate 
to  meet  the  greatly  increasing  want  in  the  Union. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  21,  1847. 

W ith  reference  to  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  which 
you  refer,  affirming  that  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Union,  it  is  im- 
practicable to  provide  relief  in  cooked  food,  I am  to  request  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  the  grounds  on  which  the 
Guardians  arrived  at  this  conclusion.  The  Commissioners  will  be  glad  at  the 
same  time,  to  learn  your  own  views  on  the  subj'ect. 

With  reference  to  your  request  for  information  as  to  what  additional  staff, 
and  what  rate  of  remuneration  to  each  person  employed,  the  Commissioners 
deem  necessary,  in  order  fully  and  efficiently  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  order 
of  the  / th  instant,  I am  to  state  that  this  depends  to  a certain  extent  upon  local 
circumstances,  and  the  Commissioners  would  recommend  you  to  ascertain  the 
rate  of  remuneration  in  the  Listowel  Union  to  similar  officers  under  the  Tem- 
porary Relief  Act.  When  you  have  obtained  information  on  this  head,  the 
Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  not  experience  any  material  difficulty  in 
making  a specific  recommendation  on  the  subj'ect. 

_ regard  to.  your  statement  that,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  Guar- 
dians for  certain  electoral  divisions,  the  Board  came  to  a resolution  not  to  take 
upon  itself  the  responsibility  to  decide  upon  the  cases  in  the  Application  and 
Report  Books  of  the  relieving  officers  of  those  divisions  until  the  Guardians 
attend,  I am  to  state  that  this  is  a course  entirely  contrary  to  the  Irish  Relief 
Acts,  and  that  the  responsibility  of  relieving  the  destitute  in  those  divisions 
rests  solely  with  the  Guardians  as  a Board,  and  not  merely  with  the  Guardians 
of  the  electoral  divisions. 


2 Y 


Lisfowel  Union. 
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Listowei  Union.  Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  21,  1847. 

In  reference  to  the  great  increase  of  fever  and  disease  in  the  workhouse 
of  this  Union,  as  represented  by  the  medical  officer  in  his  reports  laid  before 
the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  9th  and  16th  instant,  the  Sanitary  Committee 
appointed  to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  same,  and  to  take  steps  to  prevent  the 
further  spread  of  disease,  have  with  myself,  found  reason  to  believe  that  great 
irregularities  and  abuses  exist  in  the  conduct  of  that  department,  and  it  is 
desirable  that  an  investigation  of  the  same  should  take  place  immediately,  by 
competent  medical  authority;  and  I am  requested  to  solicit  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  to  permit  Dr.  Phelan,  the  Medical  Inspector,  to  visit  Listowei, 
to  aid  the  Committee  and  myself  in  the  investigation  required.  Should  Dr. 
Phelan  be  absent  from  Dublin,  and  so  far  away  from  it  as  to  render  his  early 
presence  here  impossible,  I beg  to  request  the  Commissioners’  sanction  that 
some  other  medical  person  or  persons  may  be  called  on  by  the  Committee,  for 
the  purpose  mentioned. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.-  Phelan  : — December  24,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a report  which  they  have  received  from  their  Temporary  Inspector, 
Captain  Spark,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  medical  department  of  the  work- 
house  of  Listowei  Union ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
proceed  to  Listowei,  and  institute  the  investigation  suggested  by  Captain  Spark, 
and  report  to  the  Commissioners  thereon. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  23,  1847. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union,  held  this  day, 
the  resolution  subjoined  was  proposed  by  a legal  gentleman,  a member  of  the 
Board,  Mr.  Maurice  Leonard,  the  Vice-Chairman,  which  was  negatived,  and 
an  amendment  adopted,  that  the  question  contained  in  it  should  be  referred  to 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners;  and  I am  requested  to  lay  the  same  before 
them,  that  a legal  decision  may  be  furnished  to  settle  this  point. 

I beg  to  state  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  such  holders  of  more  than  a quarter 
of  an  acre  are  not  entitled  to  relief  under  the  Act  10  Vic.,  c.  31,  s.  10  : and  I 
read  to  the  Board  the  interpretation  of  the  word  occupier,  upon  which  I 
grounded  that  opinion. 

tf  That  on  considering  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Law  Extension  Act, 
“ 10  Vic.,  c.  31,  this  Board  is  of  opinion  that  its  provisions  are  not  referable  to 
“ score  or  con-acre  tenants,  and  that  persons  having  such  holdings  are  entitled 
“ to  relief.” 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  21,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  now  received  the  opinion  of  counsel  on  the 
point,  as  to  whether  the  provisions  of  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Ex- 
tension Act,  are  referable,  to  score  or  con-acre  tenants,  and  whether  persons 
having  such  holdings  are  entitled  to  relief,  and  they  are  advised  that,  although 
the  question  is  by  no  means  free  from  doubt,  the  Judges  have  been  inclined  to 
hold,  in  those  cases  in  which  the  point  has  been  discussed  in  the  Irish  Courts, 
that  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  contract,  the  party  taking  con-acre 
acquired  a kind  of  easement  and  a right  to  farm  in  a particular  manner  a 
portion  of  land,  the  occupation  of  which  was  still  retained  by  the  landowner ; 
and  counsel  is  of  opinion  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  referred  to,  would  not 
be  considered  applicable  to  persons  having  con-acre.  Something  however 
might,  he  thinks,  depend  upon  the  custom  in  the  particular  locality. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  December  24,  1847- 

I have  the  honour  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  Guardians  at  their 
ordinary  meeting  yesterday,  the  23rd  instant'. 

After  the  general  business  had  been  gone  through,  Mr.  Leonard  proposed  the 
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resolution  relating  to  the  score  or  con-acre  holders,  which  I had  the  honour  to 
lay  before  the  Commissioners  for  their  decision,  in  my  letter  of  yesterday. 

To  carry  out  the  order  for  out-door  relief,  14  persons  were  appointed,  at  a 
salary  of  7s.  a-week,  as  store  or  depot  keepers,  each  under  a bond  and  secu- 
rities for  50/.,  being  one  storekeeper  to  each  depot;  and  21  persons,  one  for 
every  electoral  division,  were  appointed  to  be  overseers,  at  a pay  of  Is.  6d.  for 
each  working  day,  to  superintend  and  measure  the  task-work  of  able-bodied 
paupers ; and  the  Guardians  of  the  several  electoral  divisions  were  authorized 
to  hire,  when  necessary,  horses  and  carts  of  indigent  persons  to  draw  stones  and 
materials  for  the  work  selected. 

I trust  the  Commissioners  will  approve  of  these  appointments,  and  the  rate 
of  remuneration. 

The  medical  officer’s  report  was  read,  and  exhibited  a decrease  of  disease. 
Cases  on  the  books : of  fever  54,  generally  mild  in  its  character  ; these  have  all 
been  removed  to  the  temporary  fever  hospitals : of  measles  72,  principally 
children : of  dysentery  43 : other  diseases  97 — total  266.  There  have  died 
during  the  past  week — of  measles  5 children,  of  dysentery  3 persons,  of  other 
diseases,  old  age  and  infirmity  3 — total  11. 

It  is  my  duty  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  that,  it  appears  to  be  believed 
by  several  of  the  respectable  members  of  the  Board,  that  many  paupers  have 
been  entered  on  the  medical  officer’s  books,  and  kept  thereon  ; first,  in  order 
to  make  a show  of  numbers,  and  to  give  him  a claim  to  an  advance  of  salary ; 
and  secondly,  to  favour  particular  individuals,  favourite  inmates  of  the  house, 
to  whom,  being  on  the  sick  list,  he  has  ordered  a higher  diet. 

These  views  have  been  supported  by  the  facts  that  a notice  has  been  given 
for  an  increase  of  salary  to  be  moved  for  Dr.  Rice,  which  no  doubt  his  great 
increase  of  labour,  at  this  time,  fully  warrants  ; and  that  many  paupers  are  on 
his  books,  and  are  enjoying  the  best  diet,  who  are  apparently  in  good  health, 
and  not  in  the  infirmary.  On  examination  of  the  books,  I find  some  of  these 
have  been  on  the  sick  list  for  upwards  of  twelve  months. 

It  is  true  some  jealousy  and  party  feeling  prevail  amongst  the  Guardians 
here  as  elsewhere,  yet  there  certainly  do  exist  irregularities  and  abuses,  and 
great  want  of  economy  in  this  department,  that  demand  investigation  by  a com- 
petent medical  man,  unbiassed,  and  not  of  the  neighbourhood ; and  I therefore 
recommended  the  request  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  made  in  my  letter  of  the 
21st  instant,  that  Dr.  Phelan  should  come  to  Listowel  for  that  purpose. 

At  this  meeting,  several  of  the  Application  and  Report  Books,  and  accounts 
of  the  relieving  officers  were  gone  through,  and  the  Board  adjourned  at  6,  p.m., 
to  meet  again  at  11  this  day,  when  the  remainder  of  the  relieving  officers’ 
books  were  finished,  and  they  were  supplied  with  funds  to  commence  generally 
the  out-door  relief. 

A resolution  was  placed  on  the  minutes,  to  be  decided  at  next  meeting, 
having  reference  to  the  great  number  of  sick,  and  the  prevalence  of  disease  still 
in  the  house  and  fever  hospitals,  and  stating  the  necessity  for  an  additional 
medical  attendant,  who  should  be  employed  for  a period  of  one  month,  or  for 
a longer  period  if  required.  And  the  following  is  the  copy  of  a resolution 
carried  unanimously,  the  object  of  which  the  Board  of  Guardians  hope,  will 
meet  the  approval  and  support  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners : — 

“ That  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Works  be  imme- 
“ diately  called  to  the  several  applications  made  for  loans  under  the 

from  the  baronies  of  Irraghticonnor  and  Clanmaurice,  com- 
“ prising  this  Union ; from  which,  in  many  of  the  cases,  no  benefit  has  yet 
“ resulted,  in  consequence  of  the  grants  not  having  been  issued,  although  most 
“ of  the  applications  were  made  a very  considerable  time  ago. 

“ The  non-issue  of  those  grants  has  greatly  augmented  the  difficulties  and 
“ distress  of  the  labouring  classes,  who  might,  and  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board 
“ would,  in  several  districts,  he  now  in  full  employment,  had  the  applications 
“ referred  to  received  that  prompt  attention  which  it  is  considered  they  justly 
“ demand  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country ; surrounded  as  we  are 
“ with  difficulties  unprecedented,  from  the  want  of  employment  amongst  the 
cc  labouring  classes,  which  we  consider  the  Act  referred  to  was  specially  framed 
“ to  meet.” 


2 Y 2 
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The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Phelan: — December  28,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  accompanying 
extracts  from  a -report  which  they  have  received  from  Captain  Spark,  relative 
to  the  medical  department  of  the  workhouse  of  Listowel  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  op  Works: — December 31,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you,  to  be  laid 
before  the  Board  of  Works,  the  accompanying  extract  from  a report  which  the 
Commissioners  have  received  from  their  Temporary  Inspector,  Captain  Spark 
relative  to  applications  made  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Listowel  Union 
for  loans. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  24,  1847. 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  dated  the  21st  instant,  in  which  I am  requested 
to  state  the  grounds  on  which  the  Guardians  of  this  Union  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  is  impracticable,  under  the  present  circumstances,  to  provide  relief 
in  cooked  food,  and  to  state  my  own  views  also  on  this  subject;  I have  the 
honour  to  inform  you  that  the  Guardians  so  concluded  because  of  the  vast 
numbers  of  destitute,  the  necessity  for  immediate  relief  being  given,  and  the 
totally  unprovided  state  of  the  several  very  extensive  relief  districts  of  this 
Union  for  such  a measure. 

There  are  no  boilers,  nor  are  they  to  be  had  in  sufficient  numbers  to  feed 
many  thousands  of  people,  without  very  great  delay,  and  expense  also,  as  well 
lor  the  boilers  as  the  materials  for,  and  cost  of,  setting  them.  The  obtainment 
ol  cooking-houses,  &c.,  for  this  Union  could  not,  and  did  not,  accomplish  the 
distribution  of  cooked  food  during  the  late  relief  measures. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  under  the  pressing  circumstances  of  the  moment — 
the  people  m many  parts  dying  from  want  and  clamouring  for  relief— that  the 
Guardians  have  acted  -wisely  and  humanely  in  adopting  the  most  prompt  mode 
o meeting  their  wants,  as  otherwise  outrages  against  persons  and  property 
would  certainly  have  soon  been  manifested.  • J 

A^re8"dsm?  statement  alluded  to,  that  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of 
the  Guardians  of  certain  electoral  divisions,  the  Board  came  to  a resolution  not 
™ * responsibility  to  decide  upon  the  cases  in  the  Application 

kelief  Books  of  the  relieving  officers  of  those  divisions  until  the  Guardians 
l beg  t0  obs®T>  tha$  tbe  words  " t0  afford  tlie  necessary  information” 
? j6  breen  Jdde5  \ wbl,ch  wiU  be  found  in  the  resolution  on  the  minutes 
I?  ?;VGh  1 referred,  and  beg  leave  now  to  refer— when  it  will  be  seen,  I trust, 
that  the  course  taken  was  not  contrary  to  the  Irish  Relief  Acts,  there  being  no 

SJStUS  aST°LthC  resP°nsiblllty  of  tbe  Board,  as  a Board,  to  give  relief  to  the 
destitute.  The  members  of  it  present  considered  they  were  using  only  a sound 
JS“'5‘n  the  presence  of  those  Guardians  who  chose  to  absent 

themselves  when  their  presence  was  most  needed  at  the  Board  to  give  the 

information  required  of  them.  ° 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  28,  1847, 

1i,AW  directed  by  tbe  Commissioners  to  state,  that  the  reasons  stated  in 
account  for  its  having  been  impracticable  to  give  relief  in 
iniff  °fi mmedlately  on  tbe  receiPt  of  tIie  out-door  relief  order,  but  they  do 
t lG  rm!SS1°n  t0  make  ari'aiigements  for  introducing  the  use  of  cooked 
looa  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

in^™,^PenSe  °f  b0ilera  f 0ef  not  seem  t0  the  Commissioners  a valid  objection. 

33  “y  ®xPense  5>r  boilers  would  be  far  more  than  compensated  by 
the  greatei  effectiveness  of  cooked  food,  as  a test  of  destitution. 

■want  nf  statement,  that  the  people  in  many  parts  are  dying  from 

this  ran  v,  °+i  e ^orriimssi0ners  request  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  explain  how 

to  v.  % CaSG  n°W’  wben  tbe  Guardians  have  full  power  to  grant  relief 
lavlv  Per?°^s  °ut  of  the  workhouse  ; and  the  Commissioners  particu- 

y o be  informed,  whether  you  can  speak  of  such  cases  from  your 
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own  knowledge,  and  if  so,  the  Commissioners  are  anxious  to  receive  the  details 
of  all  such  cases. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  30,  1S47. 

In  my  letter  dated  the  24th  instant,  whilst  I gave  the  reasons  of  the  Guar- 
dians for  the  assumed  impracticability  of  giving  cooked  food  immediately,  I did  not 
advance  those  reasons  at  all  as  justifying  them  in  an  omission  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  introducing  it.  I have  already  pressed  the  subject  strongly  on  the 
Board’s  attention,  anil  shall  again  at  the  next  meeting.  The  Board  have  been 
occupied  in  revising  the  lists  of  the  relieving  officers  and  other  matters,  so  as  to  pre- 
clude my  insisting  on  it  at  the  late  meetings ; I might  have  done  so  to-day,  but  I 
was  obliged  to  absent  myself  early,  being  afflicted  with  influenza. 

And  in  regard  to  my  observation  in  the  same  letter,  that  in  many  parts  the 
people  were  “ dying  for  want,”  that  observation,  as  the  Commissioners  will  find  if 
they  do  me  the  honour  to  re-read  it,  could  only  have  reference  to  the  misery  and 
destitution  prevailing  previous  to  the  distribution  of  out-door  relief.  It  is  within 
my  own  knowledge  that  many  of  the  people  were  existing  on  turnips  and  sea- 
weed; and  it  will  be  believed  that  on  such  food  they  could  not  be  otherwise  than 
in  a dying  state,  as  their  looks,  poor  creatures,  too  plainly  evidenced. 


The  Rev.  E.  McCarthy  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  19,  1847. 

. In  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  you  are  pleased  to  state  that  “ the  Com- 
“ missioners  trust  that  the  steps  taken  on  the  18th  by  the  Guardians  (Listowel 
“ Union)  will  be  found  effective  in  relieving  the  destitute  in  Listowel  Union.” 

There  is  as  yet  no  relief  for  the  poor  of  these  three  parishes — Rattoo,  Bally- 
heigue,  and  Killeery.  In  the  latter  some  widows  and  poor  had  gotten  something 
about  10  or  11  days  ago.  Everybody  remarks  “ it  is  Providence  alone  is  keeping 
“ the  poor  alive.” 

In  September  last  there  was  a list  taken  by  the  now  relieving  officer  of  977  who 
had  no  means  whatever  of  support  at  that  time,  and  that  list  been  given  by  persons 
on  oath  to  give  a list  of  the  poor,  each  in  his  own  farm,  and  that  list  was  for 
Killeery  alone.  There  were  then,  at  least,  as  many  more  for  Rattoo  and  Bally- 
heigue,  i.  e.  a total  of  entirely  destitute  in  these  three  parishes  of  about  4000  souls 
in  September  last ; the  number  must  be  now  2000  more,  and  no  relief. 

In  my  letter  of  the  13th,  through  the  Under-Secretary’s  office,  I had  committed 
a mistake  in  stating  that  the  Rattoo  poor  were  relieved ; I have  been  siuGe  assured 
they  had  not. 

I am  quite  convinced  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  and  the  Government 
have  the  best  wishes  for  the  relief  of  the  poor ; but  in  those  remote  districts,  the 
Government  and  Commissioners  can  know  nothing  of  us.  Some  of  our  Guardians 
are  absentees,  and  had  long  since  left  their  poor  to  do  for  themselves. 

If  the  Commissioners  were  pleased  to  send  a trustworthy  person  of  their  own, 
who,  without  favour  or  affection,  or  irrespective  of  the  smiles  or  frowns  of  the 
Guardians,  either  rural  or  ex-officio,  would  visit  all  the  hovels  of  the  destitute  in 
this  district,  and  take  a list  of  the  starving  inmates  and  report  on  all  the  different 
cases,  what  an  appalling  catalogue  of  wretched  sufferers  would  be  laid  before 
them. 

I would  presume  on  imploring  of  the  Commissioners  to  do  something  for  those 
thousands  of  poor  here,  who  are  daily  pining  away  by  a slow  and  lingering  death. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  21,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  will  communicate  with  Captain  Spark,  the  Inspector 
specially  in  charge  of  the  Union,  and  will  address  you  again  on  receiving  his 
observations. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  24,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  the  Com- 
missioners, dated  the  21  st  instant,  transmitting  a letter  of  the  Rev.  E.  M'Carthy^ 


Listowel  Union. 
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P.P.,  relating  to  the  existence  of  distress  in  parts  of  the  Listowel  Union  (herewith 
returned),  and  requesting  my  observations  on  the  statements  it  contains.  And  I 
beg  to  observe  that,  although  there  may  be  some  excess  in  the  reverend  gentleman’s 
representation  as  to  the  numbers,  I consider  the  distress  in  those  parishes  to  be 
very  great  indeed,  as  it  is  also  in  other  parts  of  this  Union,  and  particularly  along 
the  whole  of  the  western  coasts.  I believe  there  is  no  part  of  Ireland  where  desti- 
tution and  wretchedness  prevail  more.  There  is  no  employment  in  prospect,  nor  at 
present  afforded  by  the  proprietors  and  farmers  in  the  districts  to  which  I allude. 

The  measures  to  afford  out-door  relief  in  this  Union  are,  however,  now  orga- 
nized, (not  a moment  having  been  lost  since  the  arrival  of  the  order,)  and  I trust  in 
time,  to  save  the  poor  from  the  calamities  to  which  their  destitute  state  would  other- 
wise subject  them,  during  the  present  winter ; yet  I fear  the  extent  of  destitution 
will  greatly  exceed  any  local  or  legal  power  of  relief  the  Board  of  Guardians  can 
command  to  meet  it,  unless  all  the  large  landed  proprietors  at  once  come  forward  to 
aid  the  poor  labouring  classes,  by  affording  them  employment  under  the  Acts  of 
Parliament  passed  for  that  benevolent  purpose  by  the  Legislature. 


The  Rev.  E.  McCarthy  to  His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  referred  to  the 
Commissioners : — December'  20,  1847. 

The  destitute  poor  who  had  been  in  attendance  at  Ballyden  yesterday  have 
requested  me,  as  chairman,  to  forward  the  accompanying  memorial  setting  forth 
their  grievances. 

I take  the  liberty  of  assuring  your  Excellency  that  it  is  not  possible  to  give  any 
idea  of  the  state  ot  suffering  of,  at  least,  1000  wretched  families  in  these  three 
parishes  of  Rattoo,  Killeery,  and  Ballyheigue. 


Enclosure. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Lord  Lieutenant-General  and  General  Governor 
of  Ireland. 

The  Memorial  of  the  truly  destitute  and  impoverished  inhabitants  of  the  united  parishes  of 
Ballyheigue,  Killeery,  and  Rattoo,  of  the  Listowel  Union, 

Humbly  showeth, — That  in  consequence  of  the  total  failure  of  their  potato  crop  in  the  year 
lb46,  they  were  unable  to  cultivate  the  small  gardens  which  they  held  in  the  spring  of  1847, 
which  now  leaves  them  totally  destitute  of  any  means  of  support. 

That  memorialists  are  informed  by  the  relieving  officers,  that  they  are  not  entitled  to  any 
reliet  under  the  extended  Poor  Law  Act  if  they  possess  over  one  rood  of  land,  unless  they  sur- 
render their  entire  holding. 

That  if  this  law  should  be  strictly  carried  out,  your  unfortunate  memorialists  will  be  driven 
into  the  open  air  without  shelter,  like  beasts  of  the  field ; that  in  addition  memorialists 
are  informed  they  will  be  called  on  to  give  eight  hours’  toork  in  the  day  as  an  equivalent  for  any 
food  they  may  receive,  and  that  this  is  in  consequence  of  directions  received  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  the  relieving  officer  having  stated  on  this  day 
that  he  should  see  us  on  the  roads  at  icork  before  he  could  give  us  relief. 

That,  your  poor  memorialists  most  earnestly,  but  humbly,  entreat  your  Excellency  to  give 
directions  that  they  may  receive  relief  without  being  obliged  to  surrender  their  holding,  as  in 
the  event  of  their  doing  so  they  will  be  left  perfectly  houseless,  and  lose  all  prospectTof  ever 
being  able  to  support  themselves  or  their  families  by  their  honest  industry ; and  further  t.o 
direct  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  withdraw  the  directions  as  to  labour  in  return  for  food 
as,  m fact,  from  their  very  destitute  state  they  are  not  able  to  work,  nor  could  they  in  this 
inclement  season  with  their  miserable  clothing  stand  out. 

That  your  memorialists  earnestly  look  forward  to  the  approaching  spring,  as  they  hope 
under  a paternal  Government  works  of  a remunerative  character  will  be  carried  on  in  their 
localities,  and  by  that  means  they  may  be  able  to  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow. 

I hat  your  memorialists  are  and  ever  have  been  peaceable  and  loval  subjects,  and  are 
determined  to  continue  so  and  most  earnestly  pray  that  relief  may  be  expended  to  them  in  some 
lorm  that,  will  not  oblige  them  to  part  with  their  miserable  cabins,  or  oblige  them  to  look  for 
support  by  means  at  which  they  shudder,  namely,  the  taking  of  their  neighbours’  <mods 

f j.  from  y°ur  Excellency’s  general  character,  memorialists  confidently  expect°you  will  <rive 
such  directions,  so  as  they  may  obtain  relief  for  the  present  without  being  obliged  to  give°up 
their  holdings,  and  by  that  means  lose  all  prospect  of  future  support  for  their  helpless  families 
And  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

Ballyduff  Causeway,  December  19,  1847. 


Captain  Spark’s  Observations  on  the  foregoing. 

With  reference  to  the  distress  in  those  parishes,  and  the  measurf 
operation  to  afford  relief  under  the  Poor  Law,  I beg  to  refer  to  my  letb 


now  in 
of  the 
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24th  instant,  containing  also  my  observations  upon  the  statements  made  by  the 
Rev.  E.  M‘ Car  thy,  P.P.,  in  his  letter  addressed  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
dated  the  19  th  instant. 

I believe  the  distress  of  many  of  the  holders  of  upwards  of  a quarter  of  an  acre 
to  be  as  great  as  that  of  those  who  are  occupiers  of  smaller  allotments,  aud  who  are 
therefore  entitled  to  relief,  which  the  former  are  by  law  shut  out  from.  The  demand 
of  eight  hours’  labour  each  day  is  in  accordance  with  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners’ directions ; but  I see  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  exacting  it.  particularly 
at  this  season  of  the  year.  I believe  a modification  of  this  regulation  to  be  neces- 
sary ; at  the  same  time  I would  most  earnestly  recommend  that  some  degree  of 
labour  should  be  required,  perhaps  four  hours  is  as  much  as  can  be  expected  at  this 
season  from  half-clad  people,  on  one  pound  of  Indian  meal  per  diem  as  food  to 
sustain  them. 

Thomas  Spark,  Temporary  Inspector. 

December  25,  1 847. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Spark  : — December  30,  1847. 

In  reference  to  your  remarks  as  to  the  amount  of  daily  labour  required 
from  each  able-bodied  pauper,  I am  to  acquaint  you  at  the  present  season  of  the 
year  the  Commissioners  would  not  object  to  the  period  for  a meal  in  the  course 
of  the  day  being  included  in  the  eight  hours  ; but  the  Commissioners  think  that, 
otherwise,  eight  hours’  work  should  be  strictly  exacted  from  every  able-bodied  man 
as  a test  of  destitution. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Rev.  E.  McCarthy  : — December  31,  1847. 

Adverting  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  distress 
existing  in  certain  parts  of  the  Listowel  Union,  lam  directed  by  the  Commissioners 
to.  inform  you  that  they  have  now  received  Captain  Spark’s  report  on  your  letter, 
and  also  on  the  memorial  from  the  parishes  of  Ballyheigue,  Killeery,  and  Rattoo, 
which  you  forwarded  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

The  Commissioners  are  assured  by  Captain  Spark  that  the  measures  for  affording 
out-door  relief  are  fully  organized ; and  the  Commissioners  entertain  a confident 
hope  that  these  measures,  in  conjunction  with  such  employment  as  may  be  given 
by  the  landed  proprietors  in  the  Listowel  Union,  will  be  found  adequate  to  save  the 
poor  of  the  district  from  the  calamities  to  which  the  present  pressure  of  severe 
distress  would  otherwise  subject  them. 

With  reference  to  the  two  points  urged  in  the  memorial,  viz.,  the  refusal  of  the 
relief  to  persons  occupying  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land,  and  as  regards 
the  requiring  a task  of  work  from  the  able-bodied  as  a condition  of  their  receiving 
relief,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  observe  that  the  law  is  imperative  in  prohibiting 
relief  to  persons  holding  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land ; and  as  regards  the 
requiring  a task  of  work  from  the  able-bodied  recipients,  of  relief,  the  Commis- 
sioners have  given  the  subject  their  fullest  and  most  anxious  consideration,  and 
they  do  not  think  that  this  test  of  destitution  could  properly  be  dispensed  with. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Spark  : — December  28,  1847. 

I am  directed  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  extract  from  minutes  of  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Listowel  Union,  on  the  16th  instant, 
relative  to  the  mode  of  employing  able-bodied  labourers,  in  order  to  afford  them 
out-door  relief;  and  in  reference  thereto,  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  report  whether  the  work  professed  to  be  given  to  the  paupers  is  bona  fide 
laborious,  so  as  to  be  a test  of  destitution. 

The  Commissioners  desire  especially  to  call  your  attention  to  the  resolution 
respecting  cleaning  streets.  The  impression  of  the  Commissioners  is,  that  such 
an  occupation  of  paupers  is  likely  to  become  a mere  cloak  for  idleness. 

Enclosure. 

Extract  from  Guardians'  Minutes  of  the  20  tk  December,  1 847. 

In  pursuance  of  a resolution  of  this  Board,  at  their  meeting  on  the  16th  instant,  authorizing 
the  Guardians  of  the  several  electoral  divisions  in  the  Union  to  select  the  particular  works  o.n 
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Listovrel  Union. 


which  to  employ  the  able-bodied  labourers,  in  order  to  afford  them  out-door  relief,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Commissioners’  order,  Mr.  Leonard  handed  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Guardians  of  the  Listowel  electoral  division  on  the  works  selected  by  them,  and  it  was  ordered 
that  the  report  be  inserted  in  full  on  the  minutes,  viz.. 

Meeting1  of  Guardians  of  Listowel  electoral  division.  Works  selected  for  paupers  : — 

1st.  Breaking  stones,  public  property,  on  the  public  road  near  Pinnige,  for  the  new  road 
from  Pinnige  to  Billerough. 

2nd.  Fencing  and  forming  that  part  of  the  Billerough  road  which  is  in  the  parish  of 
Pinnige. 

3rd.  Renewing  the  fencing  of  the  new  road  from  Kilereen  to  Dirrah. 

4th.  Scraping  and  clearing  the  streets  of  Listowel. 

5th.  Collecting  and  breaking  stones  for  the  Coolatoosonane  road. 

6th.  Forming  and  fencing  that  part  of  the  new  road  from  Coolatoosonane  to  Keilbee  which 
has  only  been  lickspitted. 

For  carrying  out  the  proposed  works  the  following  stewards  were  appointed,  under  the 
name  of  relieving  officers : 

Michael  Maher  for  the  Keilbee  and  Coolatoosonane  road,  at  Is.  6d.  per  day. 

Dillane  for  the  town  and  Greenville,  at  Is.  6 d.  per  diem  ; Patrick  Carrol  for  Finnic,  at  Is. 
per  diem. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  issue  food  to  the  paupers 
before  calling  on  them  to  work,  but  they  must  commence  to  work  immediately  after  o-ettincr 
food ; and  if  they  refuse  to  work,  they  shall  be  struck  off  the  relief  lists,  and  shall  receive  no 
further  supply  of  food. 

Hammers  are  to  be  provided  by  the  Board  for  breaking  stones,  and  the  .stewards  to  be  held 
responsible  that  none  of  them  are  lost;  spades  and  shovels  to  be  provided  by  the  paupers 
themselves. 

End  of  Committee’s  Report. 

(Signed)  William  S Andes,  Chairman. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners: — December  30,  1847. 

The  work  resolved  upon  has  been  breaking  stones,  fencing,  and  other 
public  useful  work  on  the  roads,  sufficiently  laborious  for  a test  of  destitution. 

And  with  respect  to  cleaning  streets,  which  refers  to  Listowel,  I have  to  observe 
that  the  electoral  division  of  Listowel  is  comprised  principally  in  the  town,  and 
has  a great  number  of  able-bodied  paupers  to  employ.  The  cleaning  is  necessary, 
previous  to  stoning.  If  this  is  made  a cloak  for  idleness,  it  will  be  the  fault  of  the 
overseers,  and  I.  shall  recommend  them  to  be  dismissed. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners: — January  8,  1848. 

Having,  through  extreme  illness,  been  obliged  to  absent  myself  from  the 
ordinary  meeting  of  Guardians  on  the  6th  instant,  I requested  Mr.  Phelan,  the 
temporary  Medical  Inspector,  to  impress  upon  the  Board  the  necessity  for  their 
complying  strictly  with  the  terms  of  the  Commissioners’  sealed  order,  by  giving 
out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  cooked  food  only,  and  in  return  for  eight 
hours  labour  per  day  from  each  individual. 

As  I am  unable  to  report  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  I beg  leave  to 
be  allowed  to  refer  the  Commissioners  to  the  minutes  this  day  transmitted,  for 
what  took  place  thereupon.  t 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  storekeeper’s  assistants  to  the  relieving  officers  were 
voted,  to  he  unnecessary  beyond  the  next  fortnight,  when  the  pressure  on  the 
relieving  officers  will  he  less,  when  it  is  expected  few  cases  entitled  to  relief  will 
be  left  uninquired  into,  and  the  general  store  at  Tarbert  will  be  in  full  operation. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  12,  1848. 

The  following  question  and  observation  have  been  forwarded  to  me  by 
Mr.  Crosbie,  of  Ardfert  Abbey,  a gentleman  of  large  landed  property,  who  is 
availing  himself  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  improve  his  estates  and  afford 
employment ; and  I beg  to  request  the  Commissioners  will  be  pleased  to  afford 
me  their  opinion. 

tc  Whether  works  carried  on  under  the  Landed  Property  Improvement  Act, 
* i.0  * *c-  cap-  32,  can  be  performed  by  paupers,  the  proprietor  paying  the 
.board  of  Guardians  for  the  labour  done  by  them  ? ” 
u “ A great  advantage  would  be  acquired  by  the  employment  of  the  paupers 
u beneficial  and  reproductive  work,  and  thus  enable  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians to  relieve  their  funds  to  a considerable  extent.” 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — January  15,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  deem  themselves  justified  in  permitting  the 
employment  of  paupers  on  private  labour.  They  are  of  opinion  that  the 
strongest  possible  line  should  be  drawn  between  relief  and  wages ; it  being  an 
essential  principle  in  any  sound  system  of  Poor  Law  administration,  that  relief 
and  wages  should  be  kept  totally  distinct,  and  that  a destitute  able-bodied  man 
should  be  relieved  wholly  by  the  Union,  or  employed  wholly  by  the  party  for 
whom  he  works. 

The  Commissioners  are  convinced  that  the  infringement  of  this  principle 
would  lead  to  pernicious  consequences ; and  by  making  employers  of  labour 
suppose  that  they  had  a pecuniary  interest  in  introducing  a system  of  out-door 
relief  to  able-bodied  men,  it  would  eventually  entail  an  enormous  burthen  on 
the  poor  rates,  which  the  property  of  the  Union  would  be  wholly  unable  to 
support. 

The  following  additional  objectioiis  to  the  employment  of  the  recipients  of 
relief  on  the  property  of  private  individuals  may  also  be  stated : — Firstly,  such 
a system  tends  to  absorb  the  general  stock  of  employment,  and  so  to  bring 
more  labourers  on  the  poor-rates. 

Secondly,  It  tends  to  lower  the  market  value  of  labour,  to  the  great  injury  of 
the  self-relying  labourer,  since  the  occupier  of  land  will  not  contract  for  the 
employment  of  pauper  instead  of  independent  labour,  unless  he  can  obtain  some 
advantage  in  the  rate  of  wages. 

Thirdly,  It  tends  to  spoil  the  industry  and  habits  of  the  labourer,  who  will 
not  work  with  the  same  energy  in  return  for  relief,  as  when  he  has  a bargain 
with  a private  employer  to  -work  for  wages ; the  continuance  of  his  employ- 
ment, and  the  amount  of  his  receipts  depending  in  one  case  on  his  industry  and 
the  value  of  his  work,  and  in  the  other  case,  on  the  necessities  of  himself  and 
those  dependent  on  him  for  support. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners: — January  14,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  that  at  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians yesterday,  after  the  ordinary  business,  for  which  I beg  to  refer  to  the 
minutes,  Mr.  Leonard,  the  vice-chairman,  gave  notice  for  next  Thursday  of  the 
following  motions : — 

First — “ That  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  be  requested  to  authorize  the 
“ Guardians  of  this  Union  to  administer  Relief  out  of  the  workhouse,  to  desti- 
“ tute  able-bodied  persons  for  one  calendar  month,  from  the  7th  of  February, 
“ the  day  on  which  the  existing  order  will  expire.” 

Second — “ That  a Committee  consisting  of  five  Guardians,  be  appointed  to 
“ inquire  generally  into  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Union,  with  a view  to  ascer- 
“ taining  how  long  the  rate  now  in  progress  is  likely  to  meet  the  present 
“ weekly  expenditure,  which  exceeds  600/. ; and  if  the  Committee  should  find 
“ from  the  depressed  state  of  the  Union,  and  the  deplorable  amount  of  destitu- 
“ tion  in  which  it  is  sunk,  that  it  would  be  either  impolitic  or  impracticable  to 
“ levy  a new  rate  equal  to  the  emergency,  then  that  the  Committee  should 
“ prepare  a memorial  calling  on  the  Government  - to  aid,  as  promised  by  the 
“ Secretary  for  the  Home  Department,  in  his  place  in  Parliament.” 

With  respect  to  the  first  intended  motion,  I beg  to  observe  that  it  appears  to 
me  premature  and  uncalled  for.  During  the  course  of  next  week,  the  building 
for  the  poorhouse  extension  will  be  ready  to  receive  between  three  and  four 
hundred  boys  and  girls ; and  thus  room  will  be  made  for  so  many  able-bodied 
paupers  in  the  workhouse. 

And  this  test  rigidly  applied  in  accordance  with  the  motion  agreed  to  at  the 
meeting  on  the  6th  instant,  will  have  a great  tendency  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  out-door  relief,  and  should  at  any  rate,  be  tried  previously  to  any  such  motion 
being  made  as  that  intended  by  Mr.  Leonard. 

In  reference  to  the  second  intended  motion,  I have  to  observe  that  there  is 
already  a Finance  Committee,  whose  functions  will  enable  them  to  embrace 
the  inquiry  contemplated.  The  rate  of  3 s.  in  the  pound  at  present  in  collection, 
appears  to  come  in  very  fairly,  and  even  in  sufficient  amount  to  meet  the  pre- 
sent heavy  demands.  The  collectors  I have  not  failed  to  stimulate  to  exertion ; 
they  are  active,  willing,  and  able.  Not  one-sixth  of  the  rate  has  as  yet  been 


Listowel  Union. 
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Listcteel  Union,  expended ; and,  therefore,  to  consider  at  this  time,  of  a memorial  to  Government 
for  the  purpose  stated,  appears  another  premature  proceeding,  and  at  present 
wholly  uncalled  for. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — January  18,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  notices  of  motion  to  be  brought  forward  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Listowel  Union,  on  the  20th  instant, 
in  regard  to  the  continuance  of  the  out-door  relief  order,  and  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  fully  concur  in  the  views  stated  by  you, 
and  they  do  not  doubt  that  you  will  bring  those  views  strongly  before  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  when  the  questions  come  on  for  discussion.  The  Com- 
missioners, however,  do  not  propose  addressing  the  Guardians  on  the  subject 
unless  the  motions  should  be  adopted  by  the  Board,  inasmuch  as  they  regard 
notices  of  motion,  as  expressing  only  the  opinion  of  the  individual  member  of  the 
Board ; and  as  a general  rule,  therefore,  they  avoid  expressing  any  opinion  upon 
such  notices,  except  under  special  circumstances. 

Adverting  to  the  work  at  present  exacted  from  able-bodied  paupers  as  a 
condition  of  their  receiving  relief,  the  Commissioners  are  particularly  desirous 
of  stating  that  stone-breaking  should  be  given  to  as  many  of  them  as  possible, 
in  the  first  instance,  and  that  any  other  mode  of  employment  should  be  regarded 
as  altogether  secondary  to  stone-breaking.  The  advantages  of  stone-breaking 
consist  in  its  admitting  of  exact  measurement  by  task-work,  and  of  its  bein°- 
less  attractive  than  any  other  kind  ol  out-door  labour,  which  it  is  practicable 
to  carry  out  on  a large  scale. 

Still,  even  stone-breaking  is  very  inferior  to  the  workhouse  as  an  effective  test 
of  destitution,  and  it  will  give  great  satisfaction  to  the  Commissioners,  if  at  the 
end  of  the  month,  the  renewal  of  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able- 
bodied  men  will  not  be  found  necessary. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  January  21,  1848. 

* HAyE  honour  to  report  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  on 
the  2UUi  instant,  Mr.  Leonard  withdrew  his  motion  for  the  further  extension 
ot  the  order  for  out-door  relief.  I had  strongly  made  known  my  views  as 
regards  it  previously ; but  Mr.  Leonard  stated  that  on  reading  over  the  returns 
ot  tlie  numbers  relieved  under  the  Commissioners’  sealed  Order  of  the  7th  of 
December,  he  found  the  same  so  far  to  exceed  anything  he  could  have  an  idea 
ot  that  he  therefore  withdrew  his  motion,  and  would  leave  it  to  some  other 
gentleman  to  propose  a like  motion  when  necessary.  And  as  regards  his 
second  motion  for  appointing  a committee  to  consider  the  financial  condition 
ot  me  Union,  and  thereupon  to  memorialize  Government  to  aid  its  funds  he 
postponed  the  same,  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Guardians  on  the  27th 
instant. 

A meeting  of  the  Workhouse  Extension  Committee  took  place  on  the  19th 
at  winch  I was  present,  with  Mr.  Phelan,  Poor  Law  Inspector.  The  clerk  of 
the  works  reported  that  the  premises  would  be  perfectly  ready  to  receive  the 
chiidren  on  Saturday,  the  22nd ; but  on  examination,  it  was  found  that  the 
lowei  floors  of  the  back  bmldmgs,  comprising  the  dining  and  schoolrooms,  were 
not  m a fit  state,  being  wet  and  damp.  Mr.  Phelan  was  fully  of  that  opinion 
and  orders  were  given  m consequence  by  the  Committee  that  drains  should  be 
constructed  around  the  same  immediately.  The  Committee  recommended  that 
the  boys  from  the  workhouse  should,  however,  be  removed  to  be  lodged  for 

nertePctlvdrvla  Tb  r°nt  "l*6  buildings>  the  same  being  in  good  order  and 
on  tb.  on?uy-'  . Co“m!ttee  s report  ™ adopted  by  the  Board  of  Guardians 
on  the  20th  instant;  and  the  boys,  to  the  amount  of  about  140,  under  the 
schoolmaster,  will  be  removed  on  Monday  next,  the  24th  instant,  to  make 
T w u able'bod;ei  paupers  within  the  workhouse.  During  my  late  illness, 
t ."T1®  i°  ,look  “t0  the  progress  of  the  work,  or  1 should  have 
by  thfetune™  hlVe  °ad  0,6  Eremises  Perfectly  ready  to  receive  the  girls  al^o 

I have  to  report  that  a replevin  has  been  issued  by  the  sheriff  in  a case  where 
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a horse  was  distrained  for  the  poor-rate  in  Mr.  Sandes’  district,  the  collector, 
who  brought  the  same  before  the  Board,  and  who  stated  that  if  a replevin 
would  lie,  the  greatest  difficulty  would  be  experienced  by  the  collectors.  He 
stated  also  that  a legal  opinion  had  been  given  that  a replevin  would  not  lie  in 
a case  where  distraint  had  been  made  for  county  cess,  and  requested  my  opinion 
as  regards  this  point.  I am  unable  to  offer  an  opinion,  and  I see  no  notice  of 
the  point  in  any  portion  of  the  Poor  Law  Act,  or  in  my  instructions.  I shall 
be  glad  if  the  Commissioners  will  be  pleased  to  afford  me  information  on  the 
subject.  The  Guardians  directed  that  their  solicitor  should  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  defend  the  action. 

It  appears  that  a great  number  of  appeals  were  made  at  the  late  quarter 
sessions,  against  the  poor-rate ; but  such  appeals  are  to  stand  over  until  next 
sessions,  that  a revision  of  these  particular  cases  may  in  the  meantime  be  made 
by  the  Board. 

It  was  resolved,  that  from  the  urgent  necessity  that  exists,  not  only  from  the 
number  of  appeals  which  the  Guardians  have  had  to  defend,  but  from  the  con- 
fusion that  generally  prevails  throughout  the  Union,  arising  from  changes  of 
tenancy,  &c.,  that  the  Commissioners  be  earnestly  requested  to  appoint  without 
delay,  a fit  and  proper  person  to  revise  the  valuation  of  the  Union.  But  I beg 
to  observe,  that  should  a general  valuation  of  the  Union  be  entered  upon  at  this 
time,  it  would  seriously  obstruct  the  collection  of  the  present  rate,  as  every  man 
would  be  holding  back  under  the  plea  of  being  about  to  appeal. 

The  following  notice  was  given  by  Mr.  Crosbie,  of  Ardfert  Abbey,  having 
relation  to  this  subject : 

That  a memorial  be  adopted,  and  forwarded  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
requesting  them  to  exercise  their  authority  under  the  ISth  section  of  the  Poor 
Law  Act,  with  the  view  of  reducing  the  area  of  taxation  for  the  purposes  of 
that  Act. 

A resolution  was  come,  to,  directing  the  clerk  to  forward  to  the  Board  of 
Works  a copy  of  a resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  come  to  on  the  24th 
of  December  last,  regarding  the  non-issue  of  grants  under  the  Land  Improve- 
ment Act,  and  to  request  the  Board  of  Works  to  favour  the  Guardians  with 
its  decision  on  the  subject. 

The  business  brought  before  the  Board  occupied  so  much  time  that  an 
adjournment  took  place  until  this  day,  at  which  the  ordinary  business  was 
finished ; and  I read  the  communications  made  on  the  subject  of  the  ovens 
offered  to  be  erected  by  the  Government,  to  afford  facilities  in  giving  cooked 
food  for  out-door  relief,  which  offer  the  Guardians  thankfully  accepted,  and  they 
are  desirous  the  same  may  be  undertaken  without  delay. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  25,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  remarks  regarding  the  withdrawal  of  the  notice  of 
motion  for  the  continuance  of  the  out-door  relief  order,  I am  to  request  that 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  your  opinion  as  to  the 
necessity  of  continuing  the  order,  which  expires  on  the  7tli  of  F ebruary,  for 
any,  and  if  any  what,  further  period  beyond  that  date ; or  whether  any  modifi- 
cation of  the  order  limiting  the  relief  after  that  date,  to  certain  classes  (which 
you  should  specify  in  your  report)  would  be  desirable. 

As  regards  the  ovens  there  appears  to  have  been  some  misapprehension,  as 
the  Commissioners  are  not  aware  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Government  to 
erect  ovens  in  the  Listowel  Union. 

The  Commissioners  will  bear  your  observations  in  mind  relative  to  a revision 
of  the  valuation,  and  will  address  the  Guardians  on  the  subject  when  the 
resolution  comes  before  them. 

With  reference  to  the  replevin,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  observe  that  they 
believe  the  question,  whether  cattle  taken  by  distress  for  poor  rate  can  be 
replevined,  has  not  been  decided  in  any  court  of  law,  and  the  question  appears 
to  be  open  to  considerable  doubt.  The  Commissioners  think  the  Guardians 
have  acted  correctly  in  instructing  their  solicitor  to  defend  the  action  ; and  they 
direct  me  to  forward  for  your  information,  the  papers  which  relate  to  the  only 
case  of  this  nature  which  has  come  before  them,  which  they  request  you  will 
be  so  good  as  to  carefully  peruse  and  return  to  this  office. 

2 Z 2 
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As  to  your  observations  regarding  the  appeals,  I am  to  state  that  the 
Guardians  cannot  alter  the  rate;  and  I am  to  refer  you  to  the  110th  section  of 
the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  which  provides,  that  notwithstanding  any  such  appeal 
or  notice  thereof,  every  rate  shall  be  payable,  and  shall  be  levied  as  if  no 
appeal  had  been  made,  until  such  rate  shall  be  actually  quashed  or  amended. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  January  25,  1848. 

On  looking  over  the  draft  of  my  report  dated  the  21st  instant,  I find 
that  I have  made  an  observation,  that  “should  a general  re-valuation  of  the 
“ Union  be  entered  upon  at  this  time,  it  would  seriously  obstruct  the  collection 
“ of  the  present  rate,  as  every  man  would  be  holding  back  under  the  plea  of 
“ being  about  to  appeal.” 

I beg  leave  to  withdraw  the  observation  as  therein  expressed.  It  should 
have  been  applied,  and  had  reference,  to  the  great  number  of  appeals  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  paragraph,  as  the  probable  effect  of  the  revision  of  so  many 
cases  undertaken  by  the  Board  of  Guardians. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  28,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  already  addressed  the  Board  of  Guardians  on 
this  subject. 

The  Guardians  could  not  make  a revision  that  would  affect  the  present 
rate,  which  can  only  be  altered  on  appeal,  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the 
106th  and  subsequent  sections  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act ; and  110th  section 
provides,  that  notwithstanding  any  appeal  or  notice  thereof,  any  rate  shall  be 
payable  and  shall  be  levied  as  if  no  appeal  had  been  made,  until  such  rate  shall 
be  actually  quashed  or  amended. 


Mr.  Phelan  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  20,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  of  informing  you  that  I have  more  than  once  gone 
through  the  several  parts  of  the  Listowel  workhouse  lately,  accompanied  by 
the  medical  officer  and  master,  and  I have  to  make  the  following  report  thereon. 

1.  The  house,  yards,  and  grounds  are  in  a very  uncleanly  state  ; the  latter,  at 
the  rear  and  sides,  are  impassable  on  foot,  from  mud  and  water  lodged  along  the 
passages.  The  drainage  of  the  land  is  much  required.  The  master  states  that  he 
cannot  get  stones  to  be  broken  by  the  paupers,  and  with  which  the  passages  could 
be  covered  ; and  he  alleges  that  the  work  going  on  at  the  fever  hospital  keeps  the 
passages  in  a broken  state ; but  the  same  want  of  attention  is  exhibited  in  other 
parts,  even  within  the  walls. 

2.  The  ventilation  has  not  been  improved,  and  is  yet  insufficient.  I have  pointed 
out  to  Captain  Spark  how  and  where  it  should  be  done,  and  have  given  him 
written  suggestions  respecting  it,  which  he  promised  to  have  carried  out. 

I do  not,  however,  believe  that  any  injury  has  yet  arisen  from  want  of  ventilation, 
as  the  dormitories  are  not  overcrowded. 

The  inmates  are  moderately  clean.  The  straw  in  the  beds  of  several  of  the  aged 
and  infirm  class  was  insufficient,  as  the  master  stated,  from  a scarcity  of  that  article. 
The  diet  of  several,  of  this  class  is  higher  than  in  other  workhouses,  as  they  are  on 
medical  diet  by  the  medical  officer’s  order. 

The  proper  nursing  and  care  of  infants  is,  I think,  more  or  less  unsatisfactory  in 
most  workhouses,  particularly  in  the  west  and  south.  It  is  the  same  here,  which 
I would  partly  attribute  to  the  want  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the  matron,  who 
appears  to  me  to  want  the  necessary  qualities  ol  mind  and  body  to  be  an  efficient 
one,  although  I believe  well  disposed,  and  a person  of  integrity.  In  this,  as  in 
other  houses  in  the  district,  several  of  the  infant  class  are  unhealthy  and  not  likely 
to  thrive.  Here  they  are  not  particularly  unclean. 

3.  The  medical  officer’s  attendance  is  regular ; I shall  have  to  report  specially 

in  respect  to  him,  I should  hope,  in  a couple  of  days.  . 

The  infirmary  is  not  in  a satisfactory  state ; it  is  too  much  crowded,  in  my 
opinion  unnecessarily  so.  For  instance,  cases  of  itch,  scald  head,  and  others-  of  a 
chronic  nature,  for  which  room  could  be  elsewhere  made,  are  put  there,  and  are 
mixed  in  it.  For  some  time  past,  a house  has  been  at  the  disposal  of  the  medical 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  357 

officer,  into  which  male  fever  cases  might  be  put,  but  he  has  not  thought  it  neces-  Lis  towel  Union, 
sary  to  occupy  it.  The  male  idiot  portion  of  the  workhouse  also  is  unoccupied.  I 
suggested  that  the  latter  be  made  use  of  for  those  itch  or  skin  cases,  and  thereby 
so  far  thin  the  infirmary,  so  that  it  shall  not  contain  more  than  it  can  safely 
accommodate. . 

Small-pox  and  measles  have  for  some  time  prevailed  in  the  house ; the  number 
of  the  former  has  not  been  considerable  ; the  medical  officer  does  vaccinate  those 
who  are  said  to  require  it.  Small-pox  will  he  introduced  and  kept  up  in  work- 
houses,  in  consequence  of  the  indisposition  of  many  of  the  mothers  of  the  children 
to  have  them  vaccinated.  And  it  is  certain,  that  under  certain  circumstances,  as 
when  a child  is  in  a very  reduced  state,  or  when  it  is  much  affected  with  itch  or 
other  skin  diseases,  vaccination  does  not  succeed.  Hence,  the  introduction  of 
small-pox  is  facilitated,  and  the  subjects  for  it  remain  unprotected. 

The  cases  of  fever,  26  in  number,  are  in  two  detached  farm-houses,  only  three 
are  of  a marked  character  or  of  a serious  nature,  the  remainder  are  convalescent  or 
only  slightly  febrile;  most  are  boys  and  girls,  who  become  convalescent  very  soon. 

In  fact,  influenza  and  fibricula  constitute  the  majority  ot  them. 

4.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  dietary  is  unnecessarily  expensive : each  pauper 
above  two  years  gets  3 ozs.  of  rice,  with  more  or  less  of  Indian  meal,  for  breakfast. 

I have  suggested  that  the  proportion  of  rice  be  reduced  to  one-fourth  of  the  meal 
used;  that  is,  to  make  the  stirabout  of  three  parts  of  Indian  meal  and  one  part 
of  rice  : as  the  latter  is  19?.  per  ton,  the  former  only  9?.,  the  increased  expense 
must  be  considerable.  The  medical  diets  also  appeared  to  require  some  altera- 
tions, which  I have  suggested,  and  which  Captain  Spark  promised  to  induce  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to  adopt,  with  the  concurrence,  I advised,  of  the  medical 
officer. 

5.  This  officer  has  been  in  the  habit  of  ordering  medical  diets  for  paupers  not 
in  hospital,  but  who  are  in  the  infirm  wards  and  in  other  parts  of  the  house,  and 
who  are  apparently  not  ill.  I have  suggested  that  this  practice  be  discontinued, 
but  that  the  doctor  be  at  liberty  to  order  such  diet  as  he  considers  necessary  for 
parties  not  in  hospital,  if  there  be  no  room  for  them  in  it,  until  the  Guardians 
meet,  then  to  report  the  case  to  them,  that  they  may  he  informed  of  his  motives 
for  ordering  medical  or  higher  diets  for  persons  not  apparently  ill,  or  much  ill, 
nor  in  hospital. 

The  provisions  appeared  to  be  good. 

6.  The  discipline  of  the  house  is  very  imperfect : the  master  is  very  young,  and 
has  not  been  long  in  office  ; the  matron,  as  I before  observed,  appears  to  be 
physically  and  mentally  incapable,  although  I know  anxious  to  do  her  duty,  at 
least  so  far  as  her  slow  motions  go.  Both  have  succeeded  others,  under  whose 
management  the  house  was  very  badly  conducted,  and  by  whom,  perhaps,  the 
foundation  for  the  present  defective  working  was  laid.  The  master,  I should  admit, 
has  capacity,  but  I doubt  that  under  both  the  house  will  be  well  managed. 

7.  I inspected  the  premises  which  the  Board  of  Guardians  are  preparing  for  the 
reception  of  paupers,  being  accompanied  by  Captain  Spark  and  a Committee  of 
the  Guardians.  Thev  are  partly  composed  of  two  houses  fronting  the  street,  which 
are  dry,  and  in  a fit  condition  for  dormitories.  These  houses  will  accommodate 
about  100  ; there  are  back  premises  which  are  yet  in  an  unfinished  state.  I found 
the  workmen  boarding  a room  in  them  (intended  as  the  girls  school-room),  whilst 
the  intervals  between  the  joists  were  nearly  filled  with  water,  which  exudes  from 
the  ground  outside,  and  passes  through  to  this  room.  I stated  it  to  be  my  opinion 
that,  even  when  boarded,  this  room  m such  a state  must  be  unfit  for  the  purpose, 
as  the  under  moisture  will  render  it  very  unwholesome ; and,  acting  on  my  sug- 
gestion, the  boarding  was  directed  to  be  discontinued,  in  order  that  proper  drainage 
shall  be  made  outside  the  walls  and  through  the  premises,  so  that  this  moisture  be 
got  rid  of.  I also  advised  that  proper  dry  stuff  be  put  between  the  joists  to  render 
the  room  dry. 

This  part  of  the  premises  will  not  be  ready  for  the  accommodation  ot  paupers 
for  probably  two  or  three  weeks.  The  intention  is  to  send  the  boys  and  girls  to 
these  premises— the  latter  to  the  front  portion,  the  boys  to  the  rear.  But  as  an 
enormous  amount  of  out-door  relief  is  being  given,  and  as  no  workhouse  test,  to  a 
sufficient  extent,  is  now  enforced  for  want  of  accommodation,  I suggested  that  the 
schoolboys  and  schoolmaster  be  immediately  transferred  to  this  front  portion,  so  as 
to  give  room,  so  far,  in  the  workhouse  to  apply  the  test  Captain  Spark  and  the 
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Committee  appeared  to  approve  of  the  suggestion,  which  they  will  submit  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians  this  day. 

8.  I understand  that  it  is  not  the  px-actice  with  this  Board  to  insist  on  one  of 
the  heads  of  such  families  as  the  relieving  officer  enters  in  his  Application  Book, 
and  j-ecommends  to  the  Guardians  as  fit  objects  for  out-door  relief,  being  brought 
before  them  to  obtain  such  information  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  satisfy 
themselves  if  that  officer’s  account  be  correct.  I apprehend  that  it  is  impossible 
for  these  officers  to  visit  the  residences  of  all  the  applicants,  and  to  make  the  neces- 
sary inquii-ies  within  the  week,  or  at  any  time;  and  that  he  must,  therefore,  be 
often  ignorant  of  their  actual  condition,  and  liable  to  be  imposed  on.  The  attend- 
ance of  the  father  or  mother,  to  be  interrogated  by  the  Board,  is  insisted  on  when 
practicable,  and  with  good  effect,  by  the  Kilkenny  and  other  Boards.  In  Listowel 
the  relieving  officer  and  the  Guardian  or  Guardians  of  the  electoral  division  are 
entrusted  with  the  case.  I should  say  that  I consider  the  other  mode  a far  better 
one.  This  leaves  it  too  much  in  the  power  of  the  officer  and  local  Guardians  to 
give  through  favouritism,  and  to  withhold  from  fit  objects. 

P.S. — I beg  to  add  that  fever  of  the  ordinary  kiud,  such  as  is  considered  to  be 
contagious  and  dangerous  as  to  its  results,  is  not  prevalent  in  the  Union : so  far  as 
I can  learn,  influenza  is  the  prevailing  epidemic  at  present ; measles  have  been  so 
in  the  workhouse,  but  they  are  subsiding  much,  and  not  now  severe. 


Observations  of  Captain  Spark  on  the  foregoing: — January  28,  1848. 

1.  I have  to  observe  that  the  workhouse  of  this  Union  is  most  disadvan- 
tageous^ placed,  being  built  on  boggy  land ; and  the  floors  of  the  building,  instead 
of  being  elevated  above  the  damp  soil,  are  so  low,  that  most  of  the  yards  are  on  a 
level  with  them ; in  fact,  some  are  even  higher.  The  house  is  therefore  always, 
in  moist  weather,  in  a wet  and  dirty  state,  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  keep  it  clean 
and  dry,  as  are  the  paupers  also.  When  Mr.  Phelan,  with  the  medical  officer, 
visited  the  house  at  the  times  referred  to  I was  sick,  with  the  exception  of  his  last 
visit,  when  I accompanied  him.  Having  been  severely  ill  for  nearly  three  weeks, 
I found  that  during  the  unavoidable  suspension  of  my  visits  the  master  and  matron 
had  grown  neglectful.  Both  appear  to  want  energy;  but  they  are  new  in  office, 
and  I think  will  mend. 

I can,  however,  state  that,  under  measures  I have  taken,  the  discipline  and 
management  of  the  house  are  rapidly  improving.  Assistants  to  both  master  and 
matron  are  much  needed  in  so  large  an  establishment.  1 have  induced  the  Board 
of  Guardians  to  agree  to  appoint  an  assistant  matron,  and  there  is  good  economy 
in  it. 

2.  The  ventilation  is  about  being  accomplished  as  recommended ; at  this  cold 
season  there  appears  little  need  of  it. 

_ 3.  I have  directed  the  medical  officer  to  place  immediately  all  cases  of  skin 
diseases  in  a temporary  hospital — a house  hired  at  his  suggestion,  and  a month 
since  ready,  but  which  he  has  not  thought  proper,  up  to  this  time,  to  make  use  of. 
The  spare  idiot  ward  will  be  occupied  by  other  patients,  to  make  .room  in  the 
infirmary. 

4.  I yesterday  proposed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  a dietary  I had  drawn  up 
in  accordance  with  Mr.  Phelan’s  suggestion,  as  a substitute  for  that  at  present  in 
use,  as  also,  (with  the  medical  officer’s  concurrence,)  one  for  hospital  diet : both 
were  adopted  by  the  Board,  and  will  cause  a great  saving  of  expense. 

5.  I also  proposed  a regulation  which  was  adopted : — 

“ That  no  class  of  paupers  in  the  body  of  the  house  he  put  upon  medical  diet 
“ without  the  sanction  of  the  Board  ; but  that  in  case  of  exigency,  and  until  there 
“ be  room  in  the  infirmary,  the  medical  officer  shall  have  power  to  order  such 
“ diet  as  he  considers  necessary  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Guardians,  then  to 
“ report  the  case  to  the  Board,  that  they  may  be  informed  of  his  reasons  for  the 
“ same.” 

This  will  be  a great  check  on  the  irregularities  of  the  medical  officer  as  regards 
the  dieting,  and  the  great  expense  in  his  department  that  has  been  so  justly  com- 
plained of. 

6.  See  observations  above. — Observation  1. 

7.  The  front  premises  referred  to  are  now  temporarily  occupied  by  about  130 
children  (boys),  who  are  very  comfortably  lodged.  The  drainage  has  been  com- 
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pleted,  and  the  floors  of  the  back  premises  are  now  dry.  The  whole  will  be  ready  Listowei  Union, 
lor  occupation  in  about  a week  from  this  time.  — ! 

8.  The  Board  of  Guardians  have  not  considered  it  necessary  to  examine  person- 
ally any  paupers  requiring  relief,  but  such  as  are  provisionally  sent  to  the  work- 
nouse  by  the  relieving  officers,  as  objects  to  be  received,  or  who  came  before  the 
Board  after  having  received  an  order  for  the  workhouse,  as  a test.  To  bring 
many  thousands  of  heads  of  families,  applicants  for  out-door  relief,  from  a distance, 
some  of  them,  of  20  miles,  to  be  perhaps  ultimately  rejected,  is  a very  serious 
thing,  however  justly  desirable  on  the  ground  stated  by  Mr.  Phelan.  The  regu- 
lations laid  down  for  Guardians  and  relieving  officers  in  the  Commissioners’  gene- 
ral order  for  the  administration  of  out-door  relief,  do  not  direct  this  course  to  be 
followed ; but  it  the  Commissioners  require  it  to  be  acted  upon,  I .will  do  mv 
utmost  to  enforce  it  3 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  1,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  approve  generally  ofth  e steps  taken  by  you  on  Mr 
Jrhelan  s report. 

reference  to  your  remarks  as  to  the  house  being  disadvantageous! y placed, 
the  Commissioners  desire  to  observe,  that  it  has  been  found  in  other  cases  where 
the  workhouse  officers  have  endeavoured  on  similar  grounds  to  excuse  the  house 
and  yards  being  in  a dirty  state,  that  the  real  cause  of  their  being  in  that  state  has 
proceeded  rather  from  the  want  of  proper  arrangements  on  the  part  of  the  master 
than  from  any  natural  dampness  or  defect  in  the  site.  The  Commissioners  have 
communicated  with  their  architect  on  this  subject,  and  they  forward  for  your 
information  and  guidance,  a copy  of  his  observations. 

lhe  Commissioners  will  not  raise  any  objections  to  the  appointment  of  an 
assistant  master  and  assistant  matron,  especially  as  the  house  is  likely  now  to 
contain  a much  larger  proportion  of  the  able-bodied  class  than  formerly ; but  at 
the  same  time  they  are  of  opinion  that,  the  want  of  energy  and  general  efficiency 
m the  chief  officers  of  the  establishment  can  never  be  compensated  by  the  appoint- 
nmnt  of  assistants  ; and  they  rely  upon  your  keeping  a strict  watch  over  those 
officers,  and  specially  reporting  on  the  subject  to  the  Commissioners,  if  the  dis- 
cipline and  general  management  of  the  house  does  not  improve. 

As  regards  the  practice  of  requiring  the  father,  or  mother  of  the  family  to  appear 
before  the  Board,  when  the  family  is  recommended  for  out-door  relief  by  the 
relieving  officers,  the  Commissioners  think,  that  where  practicable,  it  should  be 
adopted  and  may  be  productive  of  advantage;  but  considering  the  size  of  the  Lis- 
towei Union,  the  Commissioners  are  not  prepared  to  require  it  as  a general  rule ; 
and  provided  it  is  distinctly  understood  that  the  final  adjudication  on  each  case  rests 
witb  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  Commissioners  do  not  think  that  any  insuper- 
able objection  can  be  raised  to  their  deciding  the  case  on  information  supplied  by 
the  relieving  officers  and  by  individual  Guardians. 


Enclosure. 

Observations  on  the  remarks  of  Captain  Spark  on  the  drainage  and  alleged  damp  state  of 
the  ground  on  which  the  Poorhouse  of  the  Listowei  Union  is  built  -.—February  1,  1848. 

arnnn,  THE  statement  of  Captain  Spark,  as  to  the  damp  and  undrained  surface  of  the  ground 

advanredhv^^^^Q16’!18  C°™tCt;  but  the  cause  is  entirely  different,  in  my  opinion,  to  that 
d anced  by  Captam  Spark.  Whenever  any  neglect  occurs,  there  is,  unfortunately,  too  ready 
duposiUon  to  ascribe  it  to  any  than  the  right  cause,  and  any  excuse  is  sought.  So  far  from 
ino  ;,as1would.be  1Lferfed>  14  “ placed  on  high  table-land,  within  perhaps  less  than 

00  yards  of  the > large  river  Feale,  on  the  north  bank  of  which  it  is  placed  at  a level  of  30  or 
1 highest  flood;  and  moreover,  a large  main  drain  has  been  built  to  run  through 

• S e’an  ”c  arge  into  the  river  Feale.  No  site,  therefore,  can  possess  more  favourable 
circumstances  for  rendering  it  a dry  one.  When  I last  saw  it,  the  ground  was,  great  part  of  it 
un tilled ; and  the  surface  of  it  here  and  there,  from  being  level,  was  covered  with  shallow  pools 
of  water,  which  only  require  those  general  surface  and  land  drains  that  the  paupers  are  the 
proper  persons  to  employ  upon.  The  chief  if  not  the  only  cause  of  the  dampness  may  there- 
fore be  readily  understood;  and  when  instead  of  leaving  some  of  the  ground  in  the  neglected 
and  springy  state  it  has  been  since  the  house  was  built,  the  master  gives  the  paupers  employ- 
ment in  tilling  and  surface-draining  it,  I apprehend  that  the  site  will  be  found  free  from  the 
objections  advanced  against  it,  and  in  other  respects  a very  desirable  one. 

Geo.  Wilkinson. 
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Memorial  from  Edmond  Ware  to  His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

The  Memorial  of  the  destitute  and  starving  poor  of  the  town  of  Bally- 
longford  in  the  county  of  Kerry. 

Plumbly  showeth, — 

That  they  beg  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  your  Excellency’s  kind, 
humane,  and  charitable  feelings,  as  your  distressed  and  indigent  memorialists 
are  in  a state  of  actual  starvation,  dropping  with  famine,  in  consequence  of  getting 
no  justice,  nor  any  part  of  the  relief  meal  which  Her  Majesty’s  Government  was 
kind  enough  to  grant  unto  the  poor  distressed  people  of  this  country;  and  being 
also  deprived  of  any  employment  that  may  be  a means  of  giving  them  an  existence, 
your  humble  memorialists  most  sincerely  implore  that  Her  Majesty’s  Government 
may,  from  out  of  the  abundance  of  munificent  commiseration,  be  graciously  pleased 
to  »rant  unto  your  destitute  poor  and  indigent  people,  some  relief  or  assistance 
that  may  be  a means  of  keeping  them  alive,  as  coffins  can  be  scarcely  purchased 
for  the  numbers  that  are  dropping  with  famine  and  distress,  for  which  extension 
of  your  Excellency’s  administration  poor  memorialists  would  ever  pray. 


Observations  of  Captain  Spark  on  the  foregoing: — February  2, 1848. 

I yesterday  proceeded  to  the  town  or  village  of  Ballylongford,  and  made 
strict  inquiry  in  reference  to  the  statements  of  this  memorial,  signed  by  Edmond 
Ware,  of  the  state  of  absolute  starvation  existing  there,  and  of  the  great  number  of 
deaths  said  to  be  occurring  daily  in  consequence ; all  which  I find  to  be  utterly 
untrue. 

I first  went  to  the  house  of  the  Roman  Catholic  priest,  the  Rev.  Mr.  D. 
M‘Carthy,  and  there  met  that  gentleman,  his  curate,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mahon y,  and 
the  dispensary  doctor : all  concurred  in  assuring  me  that  the  statements  in  this 
memorial,  which  they  believed  to  have  emanated  from  Edmond  Ware  himself, 
were  wholly  false  ; that  the  relieving  officer  was  doing  his  duty  carefully  but 
well,  and  that  the  deaths  in  this  whole  district  were,  and  had  been  for  some  time 
past,  positively  much  less  in  number  than  ordinary.  It  appears  that  in  the  town 
of  Ballylongford,  only  three  or  four  deaths  have  occurred  since  Christmas,  two 
only  of  these  were  poor  persons,  aged,  and  they  were  receiving  relief,  and  were  on 
the  relieving  officer’s  books  when  they  died,  and  had  been  on  the  list  from  the 
commencement  of  that  officer’s  services. 

I had  the  like  testimony  to  the  entire  falsehood  of  these  statements  made  by 
Edmond  Ware,  from  the  Poor  Law  Guardian,  Mr.  Scanlon,  from  another  Guar- 
dian, Stephen  Sandes,  Esq.,  who  resides  close  by,  and  from  St.  John  Blacker, 
Esq.,  to  whom  Mr.  Sandes  is  agent,  a gentleman  of  considerable  property  here, 
who  is  most  praiseworthily  employing  the  poor  at  this  season  in  works  of  improve- 
ment on  his  estate.  These  all,  and  many  others  asserted  that  so  far  from  starva- 
tion existing  from  want  of  food  and  employment,  as  is  stated  in  the  memorial,  that 
there  is  difficulty  found  in  obtaining  men  to  work;  they  prefer  idleness,  and  shun 
labour  under  any  plea,  in  order  to  get  the  out-door  relief,  most  of  them  plead  sick- 
ness, and  thus  hope  to  be  excused  from  the  labour  test.  Many  able-bodied  men 
have  been  struck  off  the  relief  list  of  the  Ballylongford  division,  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  for  refusing  the  work  offered,  and  amongst  them  is  this  Edmond  Ware. 
He  is  now,  and  has  been  since  that,  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Blacker. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  28,  1848. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  the  letter,  dated 
25th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  appeals  against  the  poor’s-rate  was  read.  It  appears 
that  none  of  the  numerous  cases  could  be  successfully  defended  by  the  Board.  A 
compromise  was  therefore  come  to  in  Court  by  the  Board’s  solicitor,  on  the 
understanding  that  a revision  or  inquiry  with  a view  to  an  adjustment  in  these 
cases  should  take  place  before  the  next  sessions,  which  are  held  in  April.  The 
letter  addressed  to  the  Commissioners  by  the  Board,  which  will  accompany  the 
minutes,  will  give  the  needful  explanation. 

And  in  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  same  date,  recom- 
mending the  Guardians  to  delay  the  revision  of  the  valuation  of  the  Union,  until 
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a greater  portion  of  the  rate  be  collected,  and  asking  the  Board’s  suggestions, 
it  was  resolved  in  reference  thereto,  “ that  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  no  delay 
“ should  take  place  in  the  appointment  of  a revisor.  That  the  Board  and 
“ collectors  already  possess  abundant  information  as  to  the  errors  of  the  present 
“ valuation ; and  the  Board  beg  to  suggest  that  a revision  be  made  as  extensive 
“ as  possible.” 

A new  dietary  equally  nourishing,  but  less  expensive  than  that  which  has  been 
abolished,  was  adopted  by  the  Board  at  my  recommendation,  and  in  accordance 
with  Mr.  Phelan’s  suggestions;  as  was  also  a regulation  to  restrict  the  medical 
officer  from  giving  high  diet  to  paupers  in  the  body  of  the  house.  The  Board 
also  agreed  to  appoint  an  assistant  master,  to  aid  the  master  whose  duties  and 
responsibilities  have  greatly  increased  since  the  extension  of  the  establishment. 
I have  noticed  these  matters  in  my  observations  on  Mr.  Phelan’s  Report.  I beg 
to  state  here  that  a salary  of  201.  per  annum  is  to  be  given  to  the  assistant  master, 
but  that  10Z.  ol  this  will  be  taken  from  the  present  master,  who  offered  to  give 
up  this  sum  to  induce  the  Guardians  to  appoint  an  assistant.  I consider  the 
acceptance  of  this  offer  as  unworthy  of  the  Board,  and  not  just  to  the  man  under 
the  circumstances.  If  the  duties  have  so  increased  as  to  inquire  an  assistant,  the 
master’s  responsibilities  having  increased  also,  as  stated  above,  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  Guardians  should  themselves  pay  the  whole  salary  of  20Z.  All  the 
gentlemen  of  consideration  present  were  of  this  opinion. 

Mr.  Crosbie’s  motion  to  memorialize  the  Commissioners  to  lessen  the  area  of 
taxation  within  the  Union,  was  then  discussed  at  some  length;  and  the  county 
member,  Mr.  Herbert,  who  was  present,  addressed  the  Guardians,  with  the  Board’ s 
consent,  in  favour  of  the  views  set  forth  in  the  memorial  proposed,  and  which  will 
be  forwarded  with  the  minutes.  The  principal  arguments  used  were  that  the 
change  solicited  would  occasion  much  more  employment  to  be  afforded  to  the 
mass  of  the  population,  both  by  farmers  and  landholders,  who  would  have  a 
stronger  interest  in  keeping  the  poor  off  the  rates ; and  that  however  much 
employment  was  given  by  a landlord  under  the  existing  mode  of  taxation,  it  in  no 
sensible  degree  lessened  his  portion  of  the  tax.  Great  terror  appears  to  exist  in 
the  minds  of  all  that  the  present  and  coming  difficulties  will  overwhelm  them.  I 
must  remark  an  error  that  appeared  in  the  memorial.  It  stated  that  whilst  the 
number  on  the  books  for  relief  at  present  was  upwards  of  21,000,  that  the  number 
of  destitute  of  these  was  4848.  These  are  the  helpless  and  widows,  the  whole 
21,000  and  upwards  are  destitute,  or  are  believed  to  be  so. 

On  the  motion  of  Captain  Home  it  was  resolved  that  application  be  made  to 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  extend  the  power  of  granting  out-door  relief  to 
the  able-bodied  paupers  for  another  month,  from  the  date  of  the  expiration  of  the 
last  order  on  this  subject. 

With  reference  to  this  matter,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  report 
my  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  continuing  the  order  (which  expires  on  the  7th 
February  next)  for  any,  and  if  any,  for  what  further  period  beyond  that  date  ; or 
whether  any  modification  of  the  order  limiting  the  relief  after  that  date  to  certain 
classes  (to  be  specified)  would  be  desirable. 

I am  of  opinion  that  to  withhold  the  out-door  relief  immediately  after  the  7th 
of  February,  would  cause  serious  evils  to  the  destitute  population,  at  this  trying 
season  of  the  year,  and  might  produce  disorders  and  outrages  in  the  Union  which 
is  at  present  in  a peaceable  state.  It  is  proposed  to  continue  it  one  month  longer, 
and  I see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  necessity  for  the  measure  being  continued  for 
that  time  ; at  that  period  there  will  be  a little  spring  employment,  more  particu- 
larly if  it  be  dry  fair  weather  that  the  land  may  be  worked ; but  whether  sufficient 
to  justify,  even  then,  an  entire  suspension  of  the  order  I am  not  in  a condition  to 
offer  an  opinion,  but  I would  certainly  withhold  it  after  that,  and  even  before  that 
date,  if  circumstances  permit,  from  all  single  able-bodied  paupers,  and  from  such 
as  are  married  having  one  child  or  perhaps  two  children.  These  classes  could,  I 
suppose,  find  employment  from  the  farmers. 

With  reference  to  any  present  modification  in  the  order,  limiting  the  relief  to 
certain  classes,  I beg  to  state,  as  will  be  inferred  from  my  observations  above, 
that  I do  not  see  that  to  any  class  it  can  now  be  dispensed  with,  for  there  has 
been  no  change  of  circumstances  in  favour  of  the  poor  and  destitute,  to  justify  the 
recommendation. 
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Reply  to  the  above  : — February  1,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  will  refer  to  the  former  correspondence,  and  com- 
municate with  the  Guardians  on  the  subject  of  the  appeal  cases  and  the  revision 
of  the  valuation. 

As  regards  the  memorial  on  the  subject  of  the  area  of  taxation,  the  Commis- 
sioners will  address  the  Guardians  at  their  next  meeting  on  the  subject. 

With  regard  to  the  supposed  error  in  the  memorial,  the  Commissioners  find  on 
reference  to  the  copy  which  they  have  received  from  the  cleric,  that  the  statement 
is  that  only  4848,  including  their  children,  are  returned  as  helpless  destitute. 

The  Commissioners  will  give  directions  for  the  preparation  of  an  order,  extend- 
ing the  period  during  which  out-relief  may  be  administered  to  the  able-bodied  for 
one  month  beyond  the  7th  instant. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners: — February  3,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  return  called  for  from  the  clerk  of  the  Union  of  the 
number  of  able-bodied  persons  receiving  relief,  of  the  number  employed,  and  the 
nature  of  the  employment,  I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, that  in  this  return  there  will  appear  to  be  employed  in  most  of  the 
electoral  divisions  far  less  than  the  number  of  able-bodied  receiving  out-door 
relief;  and  one  great  cause  of  this  is  the  want  of  the  implements  I had  promised 
to  obtain  from  the  Board  of  Works,  and  which  has  prevented  others  being  pur- 
chased by  the  Board  of  Guardians ; but  I have  not  yet  received  the  order  on  the 
barrackmaster  at  Tralee,  instead  of  the  storekeeper  at  Listowel,  as  applied  for  in 
my  letter  of  the  17th  ultimo. 

Every  scheme  is  adopted  by  the  people  to  avoid  work ; and  it  requires  the 
Guardians  of  the  districts  to  act  with  more  vigour  and  determination  to  carry  out 
the  Board’s  directions  to  cut  off  from  relief  such  as  avoid  it. 

In  the  district  of  Kilmoily  and  Ballyheige  there  has  been  great  neglect  of 
this — the  Guardian  of  the  former  division  seldom  attends  the  Board,  or,  it  appears, 
to  any  other  duty ; and  the  relieving  officer  is  a person  who  has  shown  himself  far 
from  competent  to  fulfil  his  duties  as  he  ought.  In  the  minutes  of  to-day’s  meeting 
of  the  Guardians,  upon  which  I shall  have  the  honour  to  report  to-morrow,  it 
will  be  seen  by  the  Commissioners  that  he  was  justly  reprimanded  by  the  Board 
tor  misconduct.  I recommended  his  immediate  dismissal— the  Board  took  a 
milder  course,  and  determined  on  giving  him  another  trial. 

Numbers  are  excused  from  work  on  account  of  sickness,  real  or  assumed,  and 
other  causes,  which  the  clerk  of  the  Union  has  directions  to  explain  on  the  face 
of  the  return.  r 

1 w°uld  wish  to  add,  that  I went  through  a long  range  of  country  yesterday, 
through  Gunsborongh,  Lissselton,  Ratoo,  Drumkeen,  and  Kiltomy  electoral  divi- 
sions, and  everywhere  saw  paupers  at  work,  but  principally  fencing  the  public 
roa  s ; there  was  not  so  much  stone-breaking  as  there  would  have  been  for  want 
oi  hammers.  I trust,  therefore,  the  Board  of  Works  will  be  again  moved  upon 
the  subject  of  the  orders  on  the  store  at  Tralee,  for  the  large  quantity-of  imple- 
ments I have  demanded  for  the  use  of  this  Union. 


Reply  to  the  above: — February  9,  1848. 

, , , Jw  reference  to  your  remarks  as  to  the  want  of  implements  for  getting  the 
able-bodied  paupers  to  work.  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  forwarded  to 

leZZHf  f 3rd  instant  the  amended  orders  for  such  implements  which  they  had 
received  from  the  Board  of  Works.  These  orders  probably  reached  yon  shortly 
alter  your  letter  was  written.  J y 

In  regard  to  the  case  of  the  relieving  officer  for  the  Kilmoily  district,  who  you 
cwL  /I’r™  ^lmseif  far  from  comPet™‘  to  fulfil  his  duties,  and  who  Was 
ZZn,  f0r  ™sconduct  by  the  Board  at  their  last  meeting.  I am  to  request 
?.  if  e. so  S00^  as  to  report  specially  to  the  Commissioners  on  his  case,  stating 
liinf  * ^ circumstances  which  induced  you  to  recommend  the  Board  to  dismiss 

1 o?or SSli  ® .nimissloners  will  then  be  in  a position  to  act  officially  on  the  case, 
accordingly  as  circumstances  may  require. 
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BALLINROBE  UNION. 

Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  30,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  copies  of  a return  of  the  children  and 
schools  in  this  Union,  and  of  my  letter  to  Count  Strzelecki,  the  agent  of  the 
British  Relief  Association,  relating  to  the  feeding  and  clothing  of  the  children. 
Enclosures. 


Ballinrobe  Union.  Dr.  James  Dempster,  Inspector. 


Places. 

Children. 

Accom- 

modation 

Male. 

Female. 

for. 

Claremorris 

60 

40 

ISO 

Muerreen  Claremorris. 

36 

16 

No  return  as  to  accommodation. 

Culliboe  Claremorris  . 

27 

11 

Idem. 

Garristown  Robeen  . 

54 

70 

Industrial. 

Kilmaine  .... 

is 

7 

100 

Holly  Mount  . 

SO 

44 

160 

Shrule 

72 

56 

140 

tong 

25 

27 

School  held  in  Roman  Catholic  chapel. 

Cross  Cong 

30 

27 

80 

Balia  Holly  Mount 

43 

39 

200 

Ballinrobe . . . . 

40 

15 

60 

Kept  by  Mr.  Thomas  Kenny,  private  teacher. 

Ballinrobe  .... 

40 

15 

90 

Ditto  Mr.  Williams,  ditto. 

Ballinrobe  .... 

21 

60 

Mr.  Rooney,  a classical  teacher. 

Carrowkeel  Ross  . 

104 

101 

206 

Average  of  daily  attendance  varies,  National. 

Ross  Hill  Ross 

40 

25 

65 

Lady  Elizabeth  Clements,  patroness. 

Cloughbrack  Ross. 

39 

36 

SO 

Private  subscription. 

Finny  Ross 

26 

20 

60 

Ditto. 

Ballindine  .... 
Partry 

SO 

75 

200 

Ballybarron  . . 

Gortymore .... 
Port  Royal 

J 600 

Ample  attendance  by  feeding  the  children. 

Tourmakeady,  alias  1 
Cappaduff  . . . J 

28 

46 

200 

Castlekerke,  alias  Doon) 
Ross  . . . ./ 

60 

87 

300 

An  admirably  conducted  school  under  Captain 
and  Mrs.  Blake,  of  Doon. 

Total  . . 

869 

741 

2S51 

James  Dempster,  M.D. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  Count  Strzelecki  : — November  30,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  a list  of  places  where  schools  are  held,  in  the  Union  of 
Ballinrobe,  with  the  number  of  children  in  attendance,  as  also  stating,  as  nearly  as  I can  ascer- 
tain, the  accommodation. 

When  explaining  to  the  poor  people  the  advantages  their  children  would  enjoy  through  the 
humane  interposition  of  the  British  Relief  Association,  they  were  quite  happy  at  the  prospect 
of  their  being  so  kindly  dealt  by ; and  all  stated  that,  whilst  the  children  got  any  food,  they 
themselves  would  do  all  in  their  power  to  earn  a subsistence,  however  precarious  or  scanty, 
rather  than  go  to  the  workhouse,  or  even  to  ask  for  out-door  relief. 

The  circumstances  of  this  Union  at  present  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  such  as  would  allow  of 
giving  soup  generally,  as  proposed,  although  it  could  be  done  in  some  instances;  but  I would 
venture  to  recommend  a large  proportion  of  bread,  as  the  children  already  receiving  it  at  Doon 
(the  school  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  Blake),  in  many  instances  come  a distance  of 
five  miles  daily,  to  obtain  instruction  and  the  ration,  small  as  it  is,  and  are  content. 

I here  take  the  opportunity  of  observing  that,  although  the  National  system  of  education  is 
not  sanctioned  in  the  diocese,  by  orders  of  the  Roman  "Catholic  archbishop,  and  consequently 
discountenanced  by  the  respective  parish  priests,  yet  the  people  themselves  evince  a great 
anxiety  on  the  subject,  and  many  send  their  children,  irrespectively  of  this  opposition,  to 
school. 

The  children  are  almost  in  all  cases,  most  wretchedly  clothed,  and  I anticipate  great  benefit 
and  comparative  comfort  to  the  poor  creatures  by  the  donation  of  clothes  ; but  it  will  be  a good 
plan  to  have  all  of  the  same  materials,  different,  of  course,  for  the  sexes,  and  branded  so  as  to 
prevent  an  improper  use  being  made  of  them. 

Such  funds  as  you  may  consider  proper  to  send  in  the  first  instance,  I shall  dispose  of  myself; 
and  when  I become  better  acquainted  with  the  neighbourhood,  I can  then  instruct  them  as  I 
see  best  likely,  to  carry  out  the  object  in  view. 

3 A 2 
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The  Vice-Guardians  of  Ballinrobe  Union  to  the  Commissioners: — 
December  13,  1847. 

We  have  the  honour  of  informing  you  that  on  our  arrival  at  Ballinrobe, 
on  Thursday  morning,  we  found,  at  least,  1000  individuals  at  the  door  of  the 
workhouse  claiming  admittance,  and  a more  wretched  or  desolate  group  it  would 
be  difficult  to  imagine ; the  rain  was  descending  in  torrents,  accompanied  by  a 
fierce  wind,  both  sufficient  to  destroy  the  whole  body,  if  left  long  exposed  to 
their  influence.  Fortunately  some  influential  persons  were  in  the  Board-room, 
whose  assistance  we  engaged  in  urging  the  crowd  to  depart  to  their  homes,  with 
an  assurance  that  they  should  receive  immediate  relief,  and  also  that  every 
properly  qualified  person  should  be  placed  on  the  relieving  officer’s  lists  for 
out-door  relief.  It  was  a most  harrowing  exhibition,  and  many  and  great  efforts 
were  required  to  pacify  their  clamorous  appeals,  and  persuade  them  to  depart. 
Having  attained  this  object,  we  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  assistant  relieving 
officers,  and  out  of  about  70  candidates  whom  we  subjected  to  au  individual 
examination,  selected  14  of  the  most  promising  and  best  recommended.  We 
read  to  them  your  instructions,  and  exhorted  them  to  a faithful  discharge  of  their 
duties,  by  affording  information  to  the  relieving  officers,  and  duly  and  strictly 
superintending  the  constant  employment  of  the  able-bodied  men  under  their 
charge ; and  finally,  we  gave  to  each  man  a book  to  be  kept  as  a diary,  and  in 
which  should  be  entered  the  names  of  the  persons  about  to  be  put  under  their 
charge,  and  on  the  opposite  page  the  work  at  which  they  employed  them.  We 
then  examined  the  relieving  officers’  books,  and,  alter  a careful  scrutiny,  found 
that  about  1500  was  the  total  of  those  to  be  placed  on  the  lists.  This  is  a 
fearful  beginning,  and  yet  may  be  viewed  as  only  the  first  symptom  of  the  dire 
malady  which  pervades  the  Union.  Dr.  Dempster,  we  believe,  had  prevented 
a great  number  from  coming  from  the  southern  electoral  divisions.  On  our 
next  Board  day,  we  hope  to  succeed  in  discharging  from  the  house  most  of  the 
infirm  inmates,  on  the  usual  allowance  of  Indian  meal  and  a weekly  stipend  of 
about  6d.  for  lodging  money.  We  have  succeeded  in  making  contracts  for  one 
month,  with  respectable  persons,  at  fan.1  market  prices,  for  the  distribution  of 
the  rations  in  ten  electoral  divisions,  and  expect  to  have  contractors  for  the 
other  four  on  next  Board  day.  The  supply  of  those  last  mentioned  has  been 
forwarded  by  the  Ballinrobe  contractor. 

The  appointed  meeting  of  the  creditors  was  held  on  Friday,  the  terms  of 
liquidation  explained,  and  a unanimous  agreement  required ; and  this  last  as  a 
sine  qua  non  ol  the  bargain.  The  parties  seem  satisfied,  and  those  present  agreed 
to  sign.  We  left  the  papers  with  Dr.  Dempster  to  get  the  signatures. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners: — December  16,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  the  13th 
instant,  with  enclosure  from  Mr.  Redington,  herewith  returned,  relative  to  the 
circumstance  of  a man  being  found  dead  near  Kilmain,  in  this  Union,  on  the 
night  of  the  8th  instant. 

The  master  of  the  workhouse  states  that  no  application  was  made  to  him  by 
such  a person  for  relief,  and  the  relieving  officer  also  says  he  was  not  applied 
to ; I beg  to  transmit  his  report  to  me. 

I never  heard  of  the  master  till  informed  by  your  letter,  although  I was  at 
Kilmain  on  the  14th  instant  for  several  hours,  and  until  I made  the  inquiry, 
as  directed,  no  report  of  the  second  death  was  made. 

I have  desired  the  relieving  officers  in  all  similar  cases  to  report  to  me  at 
once,  and  have  requested  the  coroner  likewise  to  intimate  same,  for  the 
information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  which  he  has  promised  to  do. 

The  severity  of  the  weather  for  some  time  back,  especially  on  the  6th,  7th, 
and  8th  instant,  was  such,  that  I am  astonished  we  have  not  had  more  such 
deaths  to  record  in  this  locality. 

. Enclosures. 

Mr.  Bindon,  Sub-Inspector,  to  the  Inspector- General  : — December  8,  1847. 

I take  care  to  report  that  I,  this  day,  attended  an  inquest,  held  on  view  of  the  body  of 
a man  (name  unknown)  found  dead  on  the  side  of  the  road  at  an  early  hour  this  morning, 
about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  Kilmain,  on  the  lands  of  Tawansagh. 
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His  remains  were  that  of  a beggar  about  22  years  of  age,  and  was  not  known  to  any  of  the 
people  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Verdict  of  the  jury,  “ that  deceased  died  from  destitution  and  being  exposed  to  the  inclemency 
of  the  night.”  ° y y 

Mr.  Charles  T.  Carr,  Relieving  Officer,  to  Dr.  Dempster: — December  16,  1847. 

With  reference  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  cause  of  the  death  of  a man  found  dead  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th  instant,  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  Kilmain,  I have  to  state,  as  the 
relieving  officer  of  the  district,  that  I understand  he  was  a beggar,  proceeding  from  the  fair  of 
Ballinrobe  to  Galway,  and  that  he  died  in  consequence  of  the  awful  inclemency  of  the 
weather. 

There  was  an  inquest  held  on  the  8th  instant,  and  he  was  buried  that  night  without  a 
coffin  as  I have  been  told. 

I have  also  to  report  that  on  Monday  morning,  the  13th  instant,  another  man  was  found 
dead  in  a field  near  the  road,  midway  between  Kilmain  and  Shrule,  at  a place  called  Kille  : 
there  were  no  marks  of  violence  on  his  person,  and  a sack  of  wheat  was  found  lying  near  him. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners: — December  25,  1847. 

Having  received  the  accompanying  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Phew, 
D.F.  oi  bhruel,  1 went  to  Cross  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  stated  by  the 
reverend  gentleman,  and  certainly  witnessed  great  destitution  and  misery.  The 
only  thing  I had  to  do  was  to  direct  the  poor  creatures  to  attend  at  the 
relieving  officer  s quarters,  and  get  placed  on  the  lists  for  provisional  relief - 
which  was  done.  1 

Thursday  and  yesterday,  the  scenes  of  abject  want  and  povertv  that  pre- 
sented at  the  workhouse,  asking  for  food  for  themselves  and  families,  were  most 
distressing.  The  awful  state  of  the  weather  added  much  to  the  sufferin°-  of 
the  unfortunate  creatures.  The  workhouse  grounds  had  the  appearanee  of  a 
fan*,  such  crowds  were  congreagted,  and  most  of  the  children  were  carried  in 
panniers  on  asses,  others  in  cars.  How  to  meet  all  this  wretchedness,  and  to 
see  that  they  get  what  has  been  allotted  to  them  honestly  by  the  contractors 
will  require  constant  and  unremitting  attention  on  the  part  of  every  one  con- 
nected with  the  Union.  I consider  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  establish 
a food  depot  in  the  vicinity  of  Maam  for  that  district  and  the  people  at  the 
Killeries ; it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  walk  to  Clonbar,  a distance  of  at 
least  20  Irish  miles,  for  their  allowance,  especially  in  their  present  debilitated 
and  worn-out  state;  but  the  greatest  difficulty  I see  we  have  to  encounter  is 
the  finding  a trustworthy  superintendent,  for,  from  what  I see  and  learn  of  the 
country,  it  will  not  be  easy  to  do  so. 

I have  advertised  for  bakers,  on  account  of  the  schools  to  be  fed  from  the 
grants  from  the  British  Relief  Association,  and  hope  next  week  to  have  some  in 
operation. 

I arranged  with  Mr.  Lynch  to  withdraw  his  appeal  against  the  rates,  and  he 
has  left  to  my  arbitration  the  settlement  of  the  matter,  which  I considered 
much  better  than  going  to  the  quarter  sessions,  as  all  we  require  is  what  is 
legally  due  from  the  rate-payers,  and  I shall  try  to  enforce  what  should  be 
collected  from  those  entitled  by  law  to  pay  the  rates.  Having  heard  of  this 
matter,  I directed  the  relieving  officer  to  report. 

Enclosures. 

Mr.  Charles  T.  Carr,  Relieving  Officer,  to  Dr.  Dempster: — December  18,  1847. 

On  Wednesday,  the  15th  instant,  the  sub-sheriff,  at  the  instance  of  Lord  Kilmaine, 
dispossessed  several  persons  of  their  bouses  and  holdings  of  land  in  the  village  of  Ballywalter, 
m the  electoral  division  of  Kilmolara,  and  on  being  informed  of  it  I took  the  application  of  as 
many  of  the  people  as  applied  to  me,  and  they  are  now  receiving  out-door  relief. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Phew,  P.P.,  to  Dr.  Dempster  : — December  17,  1847. 

I beg  to  inform  you,  that  on  my  way  home  on  yesterday  evening,  after  attending  a 
meeting  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  held  at  the  Ballinrobe  Union  workhouse,  I witnessed  at  Cross 
(a  little  village  in  the  electoral  division  of  Cong)  a scene  more  painful  to  my  feelings  than  all 
. the  cases  of  destitution  which  I went  yesterday  to  represent  to  the  Guardians  ; it  was,  to  see 
the  destitute  inhabitants  of  about  12  or  15  cabins  in  that  village  squatted  about  little  fires  here 
and  there,  by  the  side  of  the  road,  without  even  a screen  over  them,  opposite  the  cabins  they 
hitherto  inhabited,  which,  indeed,  presented  a melancholy  sight,  being  all  that  evening- 
unroofed.  En  passant,  I asked  the  poor  things,  “What  has  happened?”  “Oh,  Sir,  tho 


Ballinrobe  Union. 
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Ballinrobe  Union,  sheriff  has  levelled  our  little  houses,  at  the  request  of  Sir  Richard  O’Donnell.”  If  it  were  not 
inconvenient  to  you,  I would  be  thankful  to  you  to  drive  up  at  your  earliest  time  to  see  what 
I have  only  badly  pourtrayed.  I would  like  to  know  what  efforts  have  been  made  by  the 
poor-rate  collectors  to  collect  from  that  gentleman  something  to  enable  the  Guardians  to  sup- 
port in  the  poor-house  the  number  of  families  he  has  thrown  on  that  institution.  I also  beg 
officially  to  call  your  attention  to  the  destitute  poor  of  this  electoral  division.  I have  called 
and  waited  to  a very  late  hour  in  the  Guardians’  office,  to  represent  the  wants  of  my  destitute 
poor.  I have  received  all  courtesy  from  you  and  the  Guardians,  for  which  I am  grateful.  I 
have  presented  lists  of  starving  families  to  the  Chairman,  which  was  more  the  immediate  duty 
of  the  relieving  officer  to  take,  and  because  the  relieving  officer  having  more  duties  to  attend 
than  he  can  actually  attend  to,  having  the  electoral  divisions  of  Shrule,  ICilmain,  and  ICil- 
molara.  All  these  containing  4000  families,  and  perhaps  more,  how  can  one  man  ade- 
quately represent  to  the  Guardians  the  number  of  destitute,  families  in  these  electoral  divisions  ? 
As  for  my  part,  I feel  assured  that  it  will  not  do.  I have  been  for  the  last  week,  in  addition  to 
my  duties  as  a clergyman,  trying  to  satisfy  the  poor  creatures  by  saying  I would  have  their 
names  put  on  the  out-door  relief  list.  I have  taken  that  trouble,  a pleasing  one,  indeed,  if  it 
had  the  desired  effect,  but  after  presenting  that  list  to  the  Guardians,  I was  told  it  should 
come  through  the  relieving  officer,  who  can  only  afford  to  spend  one  or  two  hours  on  certain 
days  in  the  week  in  Eli] main  and  Ivilmolara,  but  none  at  all  in  Shrule. 


The  Commissioners  to  Dr.  Dempster  : — January  4,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for 
Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  to  state  that  it  has  been  reported  that  in  the 
Castlemagarrett  district  of  the  Ballinrobe  Union  houses  have  been  levelled  in 
the  absence  of  the  occupiers,  who  had  proceeded  to  the  workhouse  for  relief; 
and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  inquire  into  the  circum- 
stances referred  to,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Commissioners. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners: — January  3,  1848. 

I can,  from  my  own  observation,  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of  much  of 
the  contents  of  the  annexed  letter,  but  cannot  go  to  the  extent  the  reverend  gentle- 
man does  as  regards  the  landlords.  In  many  instances  the  wretched  creatures, 
alter  having  yielded  possession  of  their  lands  and  cabins,  have  been  unable  for 
many  days  to  procure  food  under  the  out-door  relief  system  ; and  where,  or  how 
they  sheltered  themselves  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  I cannot  conceive. 

. * p *°  suggest  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
in  order  to  save  the  people  from  perishing,  that  the  Vice;Guardians  should  con- 
tribute a tew  pence  weekly  to  each  family  similarly  circumstanced  as  those 
described  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Phew,  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  lodging — two  or  three 
pence,  I understand,  would  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose;  and  also  that  means 
should  be  adopted  by  which  those  who  are  almost  in  a state  of  nudity  should  obtain 
somy  description  of  clothing  : food  alone  will  not  suffice.  On  my  way  to  Maam,  a 
short  time  ago,  a woman  rushed  out  of  a cabin  on  the  shore  of  Lough  Corrib,  asking 
for  charity,  m a state  of  utter  destitution ; all  the  clothing  she  had  on  was  an  old 
red  petticoat,  which  she  had  over  her  shoulders,  and  it  only  covered  her  to  the 
middle  or  the  thigh.  I could  only  give  her  the  price  of  a stone  of  meal,  and 
-ordered  her  case  to  be  investigated  by  the  relieving  officer. 

In  an  interview  which  I had  with  my  Lord  Oranmore  on  Tuesday  last,  he  ex- 
pressed his  intention,  wherever  any  tenants  of  his,  holding  more  than  a quarter  of 
an  acre,  surrendered  their  holdings  in  order  to  seek  Union  relief,  of  giving  them 
hack  possession  of  their  cabins  and  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  his  land,  so  as  they  might 
be  m a position  to  receive  out-door  relief,  and  at  the  same  time  have  a roof  to  shelter 
them.  This  intention  of  his  lordship  is  a humane  one,  and  it  would  be  well  if  it 
were  adopted  by  other  landed  proprietors. 

His  lordship,  by  taking  the  land  into  his  own  possession,  will  be  able  to  cultivate 
it,  which  the  tenants  are  not;,  and  in  doing  so  will  afford  employment,  as 
labourers,  to  those  people,  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  eventually  relieve  the  Union  of 
then-  support. 

. Pei'sons  holding  as  high  as  eight  and  ten  acres  of  land  have  expressed  their 
intention  of  surrendering  their  holdings,  and  becoming  paupers : this  is  a sad  proof 
of  the  complete  loss  of  that  independent  feeling  which,  though  never  very  exten- 
sive, yet  was  hitherto  mainly  instrumental  in  preventing  this  class  of  persons  from 
seeking -for  public  charity  under  any  privation. 

I much  fear  there  is  no  means  of  relief  provided  for  those  poor  persons  who. 
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holding  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre,  refuse  to  yield  possession  of  the  cabin  Baiiinrobe'Union. 
built  thereon,  it  being  part  and  parcel  of  the  premises  which  they  are  obliged  to 
surrender  to  the  landlord,  under  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Law  Extension 
Act,  before  they  can  become  recipients  of  relief. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — January  5,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  proposal  that  able-bodied  destitute  poor  who  are 
ejected  from  their  cabins  should,  in  addition  to  rations,  be  allowed  2d.  or  3d.  per 
week  for  lodgings,  and  be  also  supplied  with  clothing,  I am  directed  to  state  that 
such  a proceeding  would  be  directly  contrary  to  the  2nd  section  of  the  Extension 
Act,  which  directs  that  relief  shall  be  given  in  food  only  ; and  although  cases  of 
sudden  and  urgent  necessity,  referred  to  in  another  clause,  are  excepted,  these 
latter  cases  can  only  be  of  rare  occurrence  and  of  a temporary  nature,  and  the 
powers  of  the  relieving'  officer  to  give  relief  would  cease  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Guardians  next  after  so  granting  it ; but  no  permanent  or  continuing  relief  to 
able-bodied  persons  out  of  the  workhouse  appears  to  be  allowable  except  that  given 
in  food. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  that  sheds,  to  be  covered  with  thatch,  should  be 
speedily  constructed  on  the  workhouse  site,  but  not  within  the  yards,  to  afford 
accommodation  for  able-bodied  persons  who  have  not  cabins,  and  are  without  rela- 
tions with  whom  they  could  reside  while  compelled  to  subsist  as  paupers. 

The  Commissioners  at  the  same  time  desire  to  observe  that  persons  holding  more 
than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  who  actually  give  up  possession,  and  are  subse- 
quently allowed  by  the  landlord  to  occupy  their  cabins,  may  receive  out-door  relief ; 
but  great  care  will  be  necessary  to  prevent  evasion  of  the  law  under  the  pretence 
of  having-  surrendered  the  holding. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  6,  1848. 

I beg  to  forward  a copy  of  a letter  which  I this  day  addressed  to  the 
Vice-Guardians  of  this  Union. 

Enclosure. 

Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Vice-Guardians. 

Ballinrobe  Union. 

As  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  attend  your  meeting  to-day,  not  being  yet  sufficiently 
recovered  to  admit  of  my  leaving  my  office,  I am  desirous  of  calling  your  attention,  through 
the  medium  of  this  communication,  to  the  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  collection  of  poor- 
rates  in  this  Union,  with  a view  to  having  the  necessary  steps  taken  under  the  statute,  to  enforce 
a more  zealous  discharge  of  their  duties  by  the  collectors. 

I find  that  the  last  rate,  amounting,  with  arrears  of  previous  rate,  to  14,126?.  18j.  4| d., 
was  made  so  far  hack  as  the  15th  day  of  October  last,  since  which  time,  a period  of  nearly 
three  months  has  elapsed  ; and  within  which,  the  entire  sum  lodged  by  the  collectors,  who 
have  had  their  books  very  nigh  two  months,  amounts  to  only  1 1 18/.,  or  about  a fourteenth 
part  of  the  entire  sum  to  be  collected.  There  ought  to  he  at  least  3000/  collected  and  lodged 
by  this  time ; and  according  to  the  pace  the  collectors  have  been  heretofore  moving,  it  will 
take  many  months  before  the  entire  rate  is  collected.  As  the  sum  of  560/.  per  month  bears 
only  a small  proportion  to  the  expense  of  the  Union  within  the  same  period,  you  will  see  the 
necessity  of  at  once  adopting  stringent  measures  against  the  collectors,  to  oblige  them  to 
perform  their  duties. 

Many  of  the  landlords  in  the  Union  have  been  permitted  by  the  collectors  to  postpone  the 
payment  of  their  rates,  which  (as  the  landlords  have  now  got  in  almost  all  the  rents  they  are 
likely  to  get  this  season)  every  day’s  postponement  jeopardize  more  or  less. 

I beg  to  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  passing  a resolution  at  jour  meeting  to-day,  autho- 
rizing proceedings  against  those  collectors  you  may  deem  most  remiss ; and  I will  take  care 
that  such  proceedings  are  vigorously  followed  up. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  8,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  fully  concur  with  you  in  thinking,  that  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  press  forward,  by  all  the  means  in  the  power  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  the  immediate  collection  of  the  rate,  and  the  Commissioners  are  very 
desirous  that  your  continued  attention  should  be  directed  to  this  point. 

I am  at  the  same  time,  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  obtain 
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Ballinrobe Union,  from  the  collectors  and  forward  to  the  Commissioners,  a statement  of  the  names 
of  the  several  immediate  lessors  who  are  defaulters ; showing  the  sum  due  by 
each,  and  the  steps  which  have  been  taken  to  obtain  payment  of  the  rate  in  each 
case. 

It  will  be  desirable  that  the  collectors  should  receive  specific  instructions  to 
serve  the  15  days’  notice,  under  the  second  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Extension  Act,  in  every  case  in  which  the  immediate  lessor  is  accessible  to 
them,  preparatory  to  their  taking  steps  to  summon  the  defaulters  before  the 
magistrates. 

Forms  for  the  returns  are  sent  herewith. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  4,  1848. 

Referring  to  a former  report,  wherein  I stated  my  suspicions  that  the 
meal  contractors,  engaged  by  the  Vice-Guardians  to  supply  the  out-door  rations 
to  the  poor  people  of  these  districts,  were  not  honestly  fulfilling  their  duties,  I 
have  the  honour  to  annex,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
a report  received  last  evening  from  one  of  the  sub-relieving  officers,  Myles  Nally, 
for  Robeen  electoral  division,  corroborating  my  suspicions ; and  I feel  satisfied  a 
like  practice  is  being  carried  on  in  the  other  electoral  divisions. 

On  my  way  to  Claremorris,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  I called  on  Nally,  and  gave  him 
instructions  to  weigh  the  meal  delivered  to  some  of  the  unfortunate  creatures,  and 
to  let  me  know  the  result. 

I think  the  contractor  could  be  indicted  for  fraud ; and  I respectfully  request 
the  case  may  be  laid  before  the  law  officers,  as  I should  like  to  make  an  example  of 
such  persons,  who  rob  the  poor  of  their  allowance  and  defraud  the  Union. 

Enclosure. 

I,  Myles  Nally,  assistant  relieving  officer  for  the  electoral  division  of  Robeen,  do 
hereby  certify  that  I weighed  the  meal  of  the  following  persons  on  Sunday,  the  2nd  instant, 
and  found  them  to  be  short  as  follows : — 


3 on  Relief  list,  Mary  Giles,  Carranore 

short 

lbs. 

. 3 

8 

52,  entitled  to  24£  lbs.,  Peter  Grady,  do. 

do. 

. 2 

13 

61  and  62,  Mary  Boyle  and  Pat  Stanton,  Shirlough,  do. 

. 1 

12 

96,  Richard  Gaven,  Girlough 

do. 

. 2 

0 

73,  24i  lbs.,  Biddy  Little,  Brackford 

do. 

. 2 

0 

68,  14~lbs.,  Mary  Mohan,  do. 

do. 

. 1 

0 

86,  14  lbs.,  Mary  Kerns,  Carrabrine 

do. 

. 1 

0 

74,  lOJlbs.,  Mary  Kerns,  Cloonchina 

do. 

. 1 

■4 

85,  14  lbs.,  Thady  Golam,  Cloonagh 

do. 

. 1 

4 

The  above  to  be  short  can  be  proved  by  me  and  them.  Given  under  my  hand  this  3rd  day 
of  January,  1848,  Myles  Nally,  A.  R.  0.,  Robeen. 

Many  others  were  also  short. 

M.  N. 

This  account  of  matters  is  from  instructions  I gave  Nally  on  Tuesday,  28th  ult., 
having  a strong  suspicion  of  the  integrity  of  the  meal  contractors. 

January  3.  j j) 


The  Commissioners  to  Dr.  Dempster  : — January  7,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  contract  should  he  terminated  at  once,  and  another 
made ; after  which  the  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  sanction  proceedings 
under  the  92nd  section  of  the  1st  and  2nd  Vic.,  c.  56,  on  being  more  fully  apprised 
of  the  evidence  of  fraud  which  can  he  adduced. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  January  10,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yOur  letter  of  the  8th 
instant,  relative  to  the  collection  of  poor-rates  in  this  Union,  and  I beg  to 
inform  the  Commissioners  that  I shall,  without  loss  of  time,  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure from  .the  collectors  the  statement  which  they  require. 

I shall  not  fail  to  instruct  the  collectors  relative  to  the  service  forthwith  of 
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Ballimobe  Union. 

the  15  days’  notice,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Amendment  - — 

Act,  in  every  case  in  which  the  immediate  lessor  is  accessible  to  them  ; but  I 
have  reason  to  fear  that  there  will  be  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  Messrs. 

Fair  and  Walsh  to  act,  as  they  have  expressed  their  intention  of  resigning  their 
office.  If  they  should  he  at  liberty  to  do  so,  now  that  the  difficult  portion  of 
the  collectors’  duties  are  about  to  commence,  I fear  that  serious  consequences 
will  be  the  result,  owing  to  the  delay  that  would  he  likely  to  ensue  in  obtaining 
other  collectors,  and  the  consequent  stoppage  of  the  funds  necessary  for  car- 
rying out  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

It  would  appear  from  the  enclosed  letter  which  I have  received  from  Mr. 

Fair,  that  he  is  not  under  bond,  and  I understand  Mr.  Walsh  is  similarly 
situated.  Under  these  circumstances,  I am  in  doubt  as  to  the  proper  course  to 
pursue  on  Thursday  next,  in  the  event  of  their  declining  to  execute  bonds,  and 
tendering  their  resignations,  and  I respectfully  request  the  Commissioners’ 
instructions  on  that  day,  for  my  guidance. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Fair  to  Dr.  Dempster: — January  8,  1848. 

Mr.  Carroll  has  just  called  on  me  with  a bond  to  have  perfected  for  the  collection  of 
poor-rates. 

From  the  reasons  I stated  to  you  on  Thursday  last,  I believe  Mr.  Walsh  and  also  myself 
are  of  opinion  that  we  could  not  continue  to  hold  the  situations  of  poor-rate  collectors,  as  from 
what  has  already  occurred  we  are  afraid  we  could  not  give  satisfaction  in  the  collection  to  the 
Guardians ; however  I will  call  on  them  on  Thursday,  and  have  this  matter  finally  settled 
either  one  way  or  the  other. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  12,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  it  is  perfectly  competent  to  the  Guardians  to  decline 
to  accept  the  resignation  of  a collector  of  poor-rates,  and  to  compel  him  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  his  office  in  accordance  with  the  obligations  of  his  bond. 

It  will  be  for  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Ballinrobe  Union  to  consider  whether 
they  will  accept  Mr.  Fair’s  resignation,  or  require  Mm  to  complete  the  collec- 
tion according  to  his  agreement. 

As  regards  your  apprehension  as  to  the  bonds  of  Messrs.  Fair  and  Walsh,  I 
am  to  state,  that  it  appears  by  a letter  from  Mr.  Leckey  and  the  late  Mr.  Cary, 
dated  the  26th  November  last,  that  at  the  time,  there  was  no  instance  of  a col- 
lector in  either  of  the  Unions  under  their  charge,  not  having  perfected  the 
necessary  bond. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners: — Jauuary  14,  1848.  ? % 

Cong  . . ! GO  i flf 

A thorough  understanding  was  had  with  Messrs.  Fair  and  Walsh,  “ ®| 

poor-rate  collectors,  yesterday,  which  is  perfectly  satisfactory  to  all  parties.  Ma>'°  ■ • • • 68 12 
Mr.  Bourke  was  present ; and  I have  the  satisfaction  of  stating  that,  my  letter  50li  11  °* 

has  proved  of  benefit  for  (as  per  margin,)  these  two  collectors  have  lodged  to  Mr- WaMl- 
the  credit  of  their  several  electoral  divisions,  the  sum  of  7331.  3s.  8 d.  this  day.  ,*  \ 

Sliruil . . . ! 0 10  lit 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Phew  to  the  Commissioners: — Januaiy  8,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that 
the  poor  starving  people  of  this  electoral  division  are  almost  neglected  by  the 
Vice-Guardians  of  this  Union.  About  three  or  four  hundred  of  the  most 
destitute  families  of  this  division  have  crawled  to  Ballinrobe  (a  distance  of  10 
or  12  miles)  every  Friday  for  the  last  month,  seeking  admission  to  the  work- 
house  or  out-door  relief.  This  I can  certify,  for  I have  accompanied  the  poor 
creatures  thither  in  order  to  represent  their  wants  to  the  Guardians ; and  yet, 
though  they  remained  each  day  until  night,  standing  in  wet  and  cold  at  the 
workhouse  door,  craving  for  admission  into  the  house,  they  have  got  no  relief 
and  I do  now  most  solemnly  assure  you  that,  but  for  a few  shillings  which  I 
used  to  distribute  to  buy  bread  to  enable  their  poor  families  to  return  home, 
very  many  of  them  would  have  died  by  the  road-side  whilst  returning  from 
Ballinrobe.  Six  poor  creatures  who  have  been  dragged  to  Ballinrobe  in  this 
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Baiimrobe  Union,  manner,  have  died  in  this  electoral  division  this  week,  and  I am  greatly 
• afraid  that  treble  that  number  will  meet  the  same  awful  death  before  this  day 

week. 

I also  beg  to  call  the  Commissioners’  particular  attention  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  no  relieving  officer  resident  in  this  electoral  division.  The  gentleman, 
Mr.  Charles  T.  Carr,  who  is  the  relieving  officer  for  this  division,  has  also  upon 
his  shoulders  two  other  electoral  divisions,  viz.,  Kilmain  and  Kilmolara,  and 
resides  not  in  any  one  of  the  three  electoral  divisions,  but  in  Ballinrobe ; he 
is  not  even  allowed  to  spend  one  hour  in  each  week  in  this  electoral  division. 
So  far  from  visiting  the  residences  of  the  applicants  for  relief,  not  a single 
cabin  has  he  visited  since  his  appointment,  save  the  cabin  where  a coroner’s 
inquest  had  been  held  on  the  body  of  John  Toole,  who  was  found  dead  by  the 
road  side  on  his  return  from  the  Ballinrobe  Union  workhouse,  whither  he  had 
gone  on  Friday,  the  31st  December,  to  seek  admission  to  the  workhouse  or 
out-door  relief,  and  died  same  night.  This  plainly  shows  the  necessity  of  a 
resident  relieving  officer  in  each  electoral  division.  Mr.  Carr  is  not  to  blame ; 
he  has  as  much  duty  imposed  on  him  as  six  could  not  adequately  attend  to ; 
besides,  it  is  no  saving  whatever  to  the  Union;  on  the  contrary,  because, 
when  the  relieving  officer  is  not  resident,  and  goes  not  to  visit  the  residences 
of  the  applicants  for  relief,  there  is  no  check  on  imposition.  I have  been 
informed  that  two  families  from  the  Galway  Union  have  imposed  on  him,  by 
stating  they  were  from  this  electoral  division,  and  have  been  rationed  and 
received  rations. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Phew  : — January  20,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  beg  to  state,  in  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  8th 
instant,  already  acknowledged,  that  a considerable  number  of  destitute  persons 
appears  to  be  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the  Shruil  electoral  division  of  Ballin- 
robe Union,  as  well  as  in  the  other  two  divisions  mentioned  by  you  as  requiring 
attention.  The  Commissioners  will,  however,  address  the  Poor  Law  Inspector 
of  the  Union  in  relation  to  the  arrangements  for  receiving  applications  and  dis- 
pensing relief. 


Observations  of  Dr.  Dempster  on  Rev.  Mr.  Phew’s  Letter: — 
January  15,  1848. 

I think  the  best  refutation  of  the  letter  of  the  Rev  Mr.  Phew  that  I can 
offer  to  the  Commissioners,  is  the  return  received  from  the  Vice-Guardians 
as  to  the  state  of  the  out-door  relief  granted  in  the  districts  alluded  to  by  the 
reverend  gentleman,  on  the  day  complained  of,  and  also  the  explanation  of  the 
relieving  officer,  who  I can  state  is  zealous  and  efficient;  but  I fear  the  Vice- 
Guardians  must,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  appoint  a 
relieving  officer  for  each  electoral  division  of  this  Union,  independently  of  the 
assistants  already  appointed.  The  duties  are  more  than  one  man  can  attend 
to,  and  the  constant  imposition  these  officers  are  subjected  to  not  only  by  the 
parties  asking  for  relief,  but  by  certain  gentlemen  who  consider  that,  if  their 
word  or  recommendation  is  not  at  once  acted  upon  by  the  relieving  officers  and 
Guardians,  all  is  wrong. 


Enclosures. 

Return  for  the  day  alluded  to  by  the  Rev,  Mr.  Phew. 
Numbers  put  on  out-door  relief,  week  ending  25th  December;  1847:— 
fKilmolara  . . 256  Adults, 

Carr  s District,  <j  Kilmain,  . . . 254 

IShruil  . . . 340 


62  Children. 
58  „ 

82 


850  202 

Total  1,052  adults  and  children. 

Received  from  Vice-Guardians,  13th  January,  1S48. 
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Mr.  Carr  to  Dr.  Dempster: — January  13,  1848.  Ballinrobe  Union. 

In  reply  to  your  enquiry  as  to  the  state  of  the  poor  in  the  electoral  division  of  Shruil, 

I have  to  inform  you  that,  to  the  best  of  my  opinion,  the  most  pressing  cases  of  destitution  in 
the  entire  division  are  now  relieved  by  being  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  list.  The  population 
of  the  Shruil  electoral  division  appears  to  be  by  the  census  return  of  1841,  5,087 — an  entirely 
agricultural  people.  Of  that  number  there  are  at  present  receiving  out-door  relief  1,439,  or 
one  in  every  three  and  a half  of  the  whole  population. 

I am  aware  that  there  are  many  more  in  great  distress,  but  excluded  from  any  relief  by  the 
10th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Act. 

I have  also  to  inform  you,  that  I have  the  names  of  226  families  on  my  Application  and 
Report  Book,  which  I submitted  to  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  7th  instant ; and  on  the  names 
of  the  applicants  being  repeatedly  called  over,  only  15  families  or  69  individuals  answered, 
all  of  whom  were  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  list,  and  those  who  did  not  answer  are  marked 
on  my  book  “ no  appearance.” 

There  are  numbers  of  persons  applying  to  me  for  relief,  who  have  tendered  their  land  to 
their  landlords,  but  the  landlords  will  not  accept  of  it  unless  they  give  up  their  cabins  also. 

Those  people  are  thus  still  in  possession  of  their  land  and  excluded  by  the  10th  section  of  the 
Relief  Act  from  any  relief,  and  my  firm  and  unbending  adherence  to  that  section  has  earned 
for  me  the  anger  of  parties  from  whom  better  ought  to  be  expected. 

Another  thing,  my  insisting  on  certificates  from  either  the  landlord  or  his  known  a cent,  that 
the  applicants  have  given  up  possession  of  their  land,  instead  of  taking  their  own  words,  has 
also  increased  their  anger. 

I,  Sir,  seek  the  strictest  scrutiny  into  my  conduct  since  my  appointment,  and  will  satisfactorily 
prove,  that  I have  been  unceasing  in  my  endeavours  to  carry  out  fully  the  “ benevolent 
purposes  of  the  Irish  Relief  Acts,”  consistently  with  my  duty  as  laid  down  by  the  general  order 
of  1847  (2nd  August). 

I certainly  have  not  visited  the  houses  of  all  the  applicants,  though  I have  of  some,  and  for 
this  reason,  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  do  so  up  to  the  present,  unless  I allowed,  I 
solemnly  believe,  hundreds  to  die  of  starvation,  the  numbers  in  immediate  aud  pressing  want 
being  so  very  great ; but  the  pressure  being  now  greatly  abated,  I am  enabled  to  visit  the 
houses,  and  have  since  Monday  last  strictly  visited  the  house  of  every  applicant,  and  the  houses 
of  those  paupers  already  receiving  out-door  relief  and  living  in  the  neighbourhood  in  which  I 
went,  and  am  thus  revising  the  relief  list. 

I also  beg  leave  to  inform  you  of  the  manner  in  which  my  time  is  occupied.  On  Monday, 

I am  in  Shruil  receiving  applications  for  relief ; on  Tuesday,  in  Kilmain;  on  Wednesday,  in 
Kilmolara  for  the  same  purpose ; on  Thursday  and  Friday  in  the  Board-room  in  attendance 
on  the  Vice-Guardians ; on  Saturday,  in  the  Clerk  of  the  Union’s  office,  registering  the  names 
of  those  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  list;  on  Sunday,  making  up  my  accounts  and  writing 
tickets  to  give  out  the  rations  for  the  three  following  days. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  20,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  state  that  they  will  be  prepared  to  sanction  the 
appointment  of  as  many  additional  relieving  officers  as  you  and  the  Vice- 
Guardians  of  Ballinrobe  Union  consider  necessary. 

The  Commissioners,  however,  request  that  each  officer  now  or  hereafter 
to  be  appointed,  may  be  assigned  the  sole  charge  of  a district  for  which  he  will 
be  accountable ; and  should  it  he  necessary  to  appoint  two  for  any  electoral 
division  during  the  pressure  of  distress,  a defined  district  must  still  he  assigned 
to  each  officer. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners: — January  13,  1848. 

Enclosed  I beg  to  forward  two  returns  of  defaulting  rate-payers  handed 
to  me  by  Mr.  Brannick,  rate-collector  for  Ballindine  and  Claremorris.  From 
his  activity,  I am  certain  a considerable  sum  of  money  will  be  lodged  to  the 
credit  of  the  Union  within  one  month. 

He  requires  some  notices-— six  days — to  serve  on  persons  in  his  neighbour- 
hood. 

This  day  he  lodged  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  2567,  as  per  margin. 

Enclosures. 

Mr.  Brannick  to  Mr.  Dempster  : — January  13,  1848. 


E.  Division. 
Ballindine  . .£173 
Ckremoitig  . 83 


I beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I have  just  lodged  256 1.  with  the  treasurer  of  the  Bal- 
linrobe Union,  and  that  I have  promises  from  persons  to  pay  their  rates  within  the  next  fort- 
night that  I have  no  doubt  of.  I also  have  furnished  the  Vice-Guavdians  with  returns  of  those 
who  I fear  must  be  sued  in  the  higher  courts. 
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Ballindale  Electoral  Division. 

Return  of  Poor  Rate  uncollected,  made  by  Mr.  Peter  Brannick,  Collector  for  the  above 
Division, this  13tli  day  of  January,  1848. 


Street  or  Place, 
or  Name  of  Property 
Rated. 

Amount  of  Rate  due. 

Person  from  whom  the 
Rate  is  due. 

Due  for 
last  Rate 
mnde. 

of  previous 
Rate  due. 

Total. 

£.  *.  d. 

£.  r.  d. 

£.  i.  d. 

Woodstock 
Carrow  or  Lawface 

Michael  P.  Browne, 
Esq. 

30  8 0$ 

30  8 0$ 

Bobyhoy 
Waste  holding 
Crumlin 

Jas.  S.  Lambert,  Esq. 

30  17  S 

36  17  8 

D.  W.  Rutledge,  Esq. 

41  19  11$ 

41  19  11$ 

Total  • 

109  5 8 

Observations  as  to  Cause  of 
Non-collection,  &c. 


his  residence  in  Galway,  and 
as  yet  have  not  received  his 
answer. 

1 have  forwarded  his  account,  and 
have  not  received  an  answer. 
He  resides  in  the  county  of 
Galway. 

[I  have  forwarded  his  account  to 
Dublin  to  him,  and  have  no 
doubt  but  he  will  pay  without 
trouble. 

am  unable  to  give  a correct  ac- 
count of  the  arrears  due,  as  the 
former  Rate  Collector  gave 
several  receipts  and  did  not 


Peter  Brannick,  Collector. 


Claremorris  Electoral  Division. 


Return  of  Poor  Rate  uncollected,  made  by  Mr.  Peter  Brannick,  Collector  for  the  abo  v e 
Division,  this  13th  day  of  January,  1848. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  18,  1848. 

I am  to  return  herewith  the  list  of  rate-payers,  who  are  defaulters'  in 
the  Ballindine  and  Claremorris  electoral  divisions  of  the  Ballinrobe  Union,  and 
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I am  to  request  that  you  will  lay  the  list  before  the  Vice- Guardians  at  their 
next  meeting,  in  order  that  the  collector  may  receive  directions  to  proceed 
to  enforce  payment  of  the  rate  from  the  parties  who  may  not  yet  have  paid. 


The  Commissioners  to  Dr.  Dempster  :• — January  14,  1848. 

I am  directed  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a communication  which  they 
have  received  from  the  Under  Secretary’s  office,  relating  to  the  decease  of  a poor 
man  named  P.  Maguire,  who  is  stated  by  the  jury  on  the  inquest  held  on  his  body 
to  haye  died  from  cold  and  starvation ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  make  such  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  as  may  enable  you  to  report 
to  the  Commissioners  the  facts  of  the  case;  and  especially  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
deceased  leaving  the  workhouse,  and  whether  he  made  application  lor  out-door 
relief  either  to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Ballinrobe  Union,  or  to  any  of  the  reliev- 
ing officers. 

Enclosure. 

County  of  Galway,  W.  R. , 

Headford,  January  5,  1848. 

A wandering  beggar,  who  left  Ballinrobe  Union  workhouse,  named  P.  Maguire,  died 
on  the  3rd  instant  in  a shed.  Copy  of  verdict — ,f  We  find  that  the  deceased  came  to  his  death 
from  cold  and  starvation.” 

The  Inspector-General , Geo.  Wright,  2nd  Sub-Inspector . 

frc.  Sfc. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  15,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  with  the 
communication  received  from  the  Under  Secretary’s  office  relating  to  the  decease 
of  a poor  man  named  P.  Maguire  at  Headford,  county  Galway.  I beg  to  forward 
the  report  of  the  clerk  of  this  Union  on  the  subject  for  the  information  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  no  man  of  the  name  left 
the  Ballinrobe  workhouse,  as  stated  to  the  Inspector-General  of  Constabulary  ; 
nor  did  he  make  any  application  at  the  workhouse,  or  to  any  of  the  relieving 
officers  for  out-door  relief. 

• Enclosure. 

Mr.  Carroll,  Clerk  of  Ballinrobe  Union,  to  Dr.  Dempster: — January  15,  1848. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  relative  to  P.  Maguire,  on  whom  the  inquest  was  held  at 
Headford,  in  the  county  of  Galway,  I beg  to  state  that  I examined  the  workhouse  register 
very  carefully,  and  could  find  no  person  of  the  name  of  Maguire  on  the  book  except  a Martin 
Maguire,  who  died  in  the  workhouse  on  the  31st  October,  1847.  I am  perfectly  convinced 
that  the  person  on  whom  the  inquest  was  held  was  never  an  inmate  of  the  Ballinrobe  work- 
house. 


The  Commissioners  to  Dr.  Dempster  January  21,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith  a copy  of  a com- 
munication which  they  have  received  from  the  Under  Secretary  s office,  relating  to 
the  decease  of  a man  named  Martin  Bourke,  who  is  stated  by  the  jury,  on  the 
inquest  held  on  his  body,  to  have  died  from  starvation ; and  I am  to  request  that 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  make  such,  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  as  may 
enable  you  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
especially  whether  the  deceased  made  application  for  relief,  either  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians  of  the  Ballinrobe  Union,  to  the  workhouse  master,  or  to  any  of  the 
relieving  officers. 

Enclosure. 


5/43.  County  of  Clare. 


Ennistymon  and  BaTlinrobe  Unions, 

Ballyvaughan,  January  14,  1848. 


Mary  Gleeson,  and  her  daughter,  aged  16,  were  begging  about  six  weeks  ago  in  the 
parish  of  Kilcorney,  and  being  in  a sickly  state  were  refused  lodging,  and  had  to  remain 


Ballinrobe  I 
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Ballinrobe  Union,  behind  a wall ; the  relieving  officer  took  them  to  the  fever  hospital,  but  not  being  in  fever  they 
were  not  admitted.  The  mother  died  on  the  9th  instant,  and  the  daughter  has  been  taken  into 
a bouse  and  receives  out-door  relief.  The  coroner  does  not  think  it  necessary  to  hold  an 
inquest. 

Robert  Ross,  2nd  Head  Const. 

The  Inspector-  General , 
fyc. 

21/24,  County  of  Mayo.  Ballinrobe,  January  13,  1848. 

An  inquest  was  held  this  day  on  the  body  of  Martin  Bourke,  found  dead  on  Tuesday 
in  a pool  of  water. 

Copy  of  Verdict. 

That  deceased,  from  being  too  feeble  and  exhausted  from  hunger,  fell  into  the  pool 
and  was  drowned. 

John  R.  Bindon,  Sub.  Insp.  Class. 

The  Inspector-  General, 

£c.  Sfc. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners: — January  22,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  return,  by  desire  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  the  copy 
of  a verdict  of  a jury  on  the  body  of  a man,  named  “ Martin  Burke,”  who 
was  found  dead  in  a pool  of  water  at  Kilmain,  in  this  Union,  with  the  report 
of  the  relieving  officer  for  that  electoral  division,  also  that  of  the  master  of 
the  workhouse,  and  likewise  of  the  clerk  of  the  Union. 

Enclosures. 

Mr.  Carr,  Relieving  Officer,  to  Dr.  Dempster: — January  22,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  state  in  answer  to  your  inquiry,  that  Martin  Burke,  upon  whose  body  an 
inquest  was  held  near  Kilmain,  never  applied  to  me  for  relief. 


-Mr  Kilgarry,  Acting-Master  Ballinrobe  Union  W orkhouse,  to  Dr.  Dempster  : — 
January  22,  1848. 

No  person  of  the  name  of  Martin  Burke  applied  at  the  workhouse  for  relief. 


Under  directions  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  I have  examined  the  House  Application  and 
Report  Book  from  18th  November  to  the  14th  of  January,  and  cannot  find  the  name  of 
Martin  Burke  on  it,  as  having  made  any  application  for  admittance. 

M.  W.  Carroll,  Clerk  of  Ballinrobe  Union. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners: — January  24,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  a return  of  the  number  of  per 
sons  on  out-door  relief  on  the  21st  instant,  and  regret  to  state  that  on  next 
Board-day,  the  number  will  he  greatly  increased.  The  destitution  and  misery 
we  daily  witness  is  frightful,  and.  I can  see  no  limitation  to  it. 

It  is  truly  lamentable  to  observe,. that  there  is  little  or  no  preparation  for 
spring  sowing,  no  tillage  going  on;  in  fact,  no  out-door  work  whatsoever,  of 
course  I mean  among  the  smaller  classes  of  farmers.  All  industry  is  at  an 
end,  and  if  some  remedial  measures  are  not  speedily  adopted,  there  will  be 
almost  no  corn  in  this  Union  next  harvest.  All  is  waste  ; the  people  have  no 
seed,  and  if  they  had,  I fear  there  is  little  inclination  on  their  parts  to  labour  -y 
every  one  running  to  the  relieving  officers  to  he  placed  on  the  books. 

How  to  cover  the  enormous  expense  of  this  Union  is  to  me  a source  of  great 
anxiety.  Although  the  rate  collectors  are  now  exerting  themselves,  yet  thdre 
are  great  difficulties  in  consequence  of  the  deeply  embarrassed  state-  of  almost 
every  landed  proprietor  here. 

The  rate  collectors  having  applied  to  me  last  week,  for  protection  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties;  I had  the  necessary  affidavits  prepared,  hut  owing  to 
the  absence,  on  leave,  of  the  resident  magistrate,  the  collectors  could  not  get 
them  sworn ; however,,  at  Petty  Sessions  here  this  day,  I trust  the  preliminary 
steps  will  he  perfected,  and  thus  enable  us  to  proceed  with  vigour  in  the  col- 
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be mforce.mmiSSi0nerS  "ay  feeI  aSSUred  n°thins  0u  I>art'  sha11 
In  consequence  of  haying  been  very  severely  attacked  with  the  prevailing 
epidemic,  I was  unable  for  the  last  three  weeks  to  leave  my  office  ; but  I now 
purpose  to  make  a tour  of  observation  through  the  Union,  of  the  result  of 
wmcn  1 shall  have  the  honour  to  communicate  to  the  Commissioners. 

Enclosure. 

Number  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  January,  1848. 


Electoral  Division. 

loth  January. 

21st  January. 

Total. 

Ballinrobe 

1,745 

429 

Partry 

83.7 

80 

Ross 

1,287 

Ballaghholla  .... 

142 

22 

Mayo 

1,126 

174 

Burriscarra  .... 

560 

54 

Cong- 

3,800 

261 

Kilmaiu 

1,314 

403 

1,717 

Shruil 

1,801 

390 

Kilmolara  .... 

781 

Hollymount  .... 

1,540 

366 

Clarem  orris  .... 

2,182 

2,712 

Ballindiue 

1,220 

712 

Robeen 

1,313 

44 

1,357 

23,419 

Exactly  half  the  population. 


23,419  on  Out-door  Relief  21st  January,  1848. 


James  Dempster,  M.D. 


Reply  to  the  above January  26,  1848. 

\ AM  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  as  to  furnish  the  Commissioners 
with  a detailed  report,  as  to  the  arrangements  for  the  employment  of  paupers 
receiving  out-door  relief  in  the  Ballinrobe  Union ; with  a statement  of  the 
numbers  so  employed,  the  amount  of  labour  exacted  from  each,  the  rate  of 
remuneration  to  each,  and  the  kind  of  work  (if  any)  in  addition  to  stone- 
breaking, on  which  such  paupers  are  employed. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  24,  1848. 

Some  of  the  rate  collectors  have  made  distresses  of  cattle  and  sheep,  for 
the  poor-rates,  belonging  to  gentlemen  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  sale  day 
has  been  adjourned  by  consent  till  2nd  proximo,  to  give  time  to  make  up  the 
money.  However,  in  event  of  the  sale  going  on,  which  is  not  improbable,  I 
fear  no  purchasers  will  come  forward  ; in  such  a case,  I beg  to  be  informed 
what  steps  should  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  auction,  viz.,  a mockery,  which 
would  damage  the  collection  of  the  rates  for  the  future.  Two  or  three  deter- 
mined examples  will  much  facilitate  the  collection  ; as  an  impression  had  gone 
abroad  that  the  Government  would  forgive  all  the  demands. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  26,  1848; 

I am  to  state  that,  failing  other  purchasers  for  the  cattle  distrained  for 
non-payment  of  poor-rate,  you  might  make  application  to  the  Commissariat 
officer  to  become  a purchaser,  or  one  of  the  Union  officers  might  be  requested 
to  purchase  the  cattle. 

The  attention  of  the  Government  will  be  drawn  to  your  communication. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  24,  1848. 

We  take  the  liberty  of  drawing  your  attention  to  the  near  approach  of  the 
time  when  your  allowance  for  out-door  relief  in  the  Ballinrobe  Union  will  expire, 
namely,  the  2nd  of  February  next ; and  as  you  will  have  been  informed  by  the 


Ballinrobe  Union. 
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Ballinrobe  Union.  mjnutes  of  proceedings  of  our  Board  there  on  the  20th  and  21st  instant,  of  the 
numbers  we  have  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  up  to  this  last  date  in  the 
several  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union,  in  addition  to  800  pauper  inmates  in  the 
workhouse,  you  will  be  able  to  arrive  at  a proper  conclusion  as  to  the  propriety  of 
continuing  your  sanction  for  a further  defined  period. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  at  this  time  to  point  to  the  fact,  that  since  the  2nd  of 
December,  the  date  of  your  sealed  order  sanctioning  out-door  relief  to  others 
than  those  recognised  by  the  1st  section  of  the  Extension  Act,  we  have  placed  on 
the.  register  23,419  individuals,  which,  with  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  amount 
to  about  one  in  every  3£  of  the  whole  population  of  the  Union  ; and  takincr  into 
consideration  the  extraordinary  sub-division  of  land  in  the  county  of  Mayo,' these 
numbers  must  afford  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  properly 
qualified  persons,  consistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  10th  section  of  the  said 
Act,  have  been  provided  for ; doubtless  under  the  great  pressure  in  which  we  have 
been  involved,  and  with  a staff  scarcely  sufficient  for  the  occasion,  the  relieving 
officers  may  have  admitted  on  their  books  families  which  were  not  legally  entitled 
to  relief,  and  also  that  some  who  were  qualified  have  been  unintentionally  passed 
over ; yet  still,  with  all  allowances  for  cases  of  this  nature,  it  is  surprising  to 
witness  the  crowds  of  applicants,  which  continue  to  assail  the  workhouse  on 
Board-days,  and  press  their  claims  with  the  greatest  importunity,  and  the  greater 
number  of  whom  nothing  but  the  intelligence  and  trustworthiness  of  the  relieving 
officers  would  have  enabled  us  to  reject. 

We  think  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  are  called  upon  to  make  you  more 
particularly  acquainted  with  the  position  in  which  we  stand  with  respect  to  funds. 
We  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  you,  that  the  uniform  rate  of  35.  in  the  pound 
over  the  whole  Union,  which  we  adopted,  was  only  estimated  to  meet  the  current 
expenditure  of  the  workhouse  when  full,  the  salaries  of  officers,  the  liquidation  of 
the  outstanding  debts  of  the  Union,  and  any  surplus  to  be  applied  to  the  discharge 
of  the  advances  from  the  Treasury.  With  reference  to  the  outstanding  debts,  on 
contemplating  the  expected  difficulties  of  a renewed  visitation  of  destitution,  and 
the  consequent  calls  upon  all  the  resources  of  the  Union,  we  were  induced  to 
request  a meeting  of  the  creditors,  and  detailing  to  them  the  state  and  prospects 
of  the  funds,  to  claim  their  forbearance,  and  their  acceptance  of  an  instalment  of 
50  per  cent,  out  of  the  present  rate,  and  the  payment  of  the  remainder  out  of  the 
next  succeeding  rate,  the  payments  to  commence  on  the  1st  of  the  present  month. 
Injustice  to  the  parties,  we  feel  bound  to  admit,  that  this  offer  was  generally  and 
freely  accepted ; but  hitherto  we  have  been  unable  to  fulfil  our  part  of  the  en- 
gagement, as  all  the  surplus  means  which  have  come  into  our  hands,  after  the 
current  expenses  of  the  Union  and  the  discharge  of  a few  of  the  old  debts,  have 
been  absorbed  by  the  large  and  increasing  expenditure  for  the  out-door  relief  at 
present  amounting  to  533 1.  for  the  week.  This  outlay  we  have  been  hitherto 
enabled  to  sustain ; but  we  scarcely  expect,  with  all  the  urgency  we  can  reasonably 
bring  to  bear  on  our  collectors,  that  the  next  week’s  receipts  will  continue  as  in 
the  same  independent  position  towards  our  contractors,  and  all  the  time  we  suffer 
from  the  importunate  demands  of  the  creditors  which  we  cannot  meet,  or  hold  out 
any  hope  of  discharging,  while  the  funds  are  exhausted  by  our  present  great  and 
unthought  of  outlay,  and  which  did  it  even  stand  alone,  could  not  much  loug-er  be 
provided  for.  5 

As  therefore  the  present  limit  for  out-door  relief  in  the  Union  rapidly  ap- 
proaches, and  the  contracts  we  have  entered  into  with  the  merchants  will 
simultaneously  terminate,  we  deem  it  right  to  place  the  circumstances  of  < 
position  before  you,  in  order  that  you  may  advise  us  on  the  most  fitting 
to  pursue. 


our 

course 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  27,  1848. 

, Tl?  Q^01Tissio,n,e,s  hnve  made  aPpIica‘ion  to  Count  Strzelecki  for  an 
in  tke'unio300^’  ^ e“able  y0“  ‘°  °°ntinue  the  relief  afforded  to  the  destitute  poor 

■ ^T01Jlmrssl°nei's  regret  to  find,  that  so  much  of  the  rate  remains  uncollected 
in  toe-  Union  and  they  request  that  they  may  be  informed  whether  you  are  able 
o certiiy  that  the  ratepayers  of  the  Union  will  not  be  able  to  meet  their  liabili- 
thern™  ™ey  are  makm8  such  e-^rtion  as  can  reasonably  be  expected  from 
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The  Commissioners  also  request'  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  specially  Ballinrobe  Union, 
on  the  following  points : — 

1st.  What  is  the  sum  total  of  the  poor  rates  paid  in  Ballinrobe  Union  since  you 
were  appointed,  and  to  how  many  shillings  in  the  pound  on  the  net  annual  value 
does  it  amount  ? — 

2udly.  What  is  the  obstacle  to  the  rate  being  collected  ? Is  it  that  there  is 
negligence  or  dishonesty  in  collectors  or  rate-payers? 

Is  it  that  the  crops  have  failed  ? Are  the  means  of  the  proprietors  and  occupiers 
exhausted  or  likely  soon  to  be  exhausted,  and  if  so,  how  is  this  proved  ? 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  29,  1848.  Mr.  WaUh:- 

a Burrisrarra  £69  9 4$ 

I have  the  honour  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Com-  m^o"  12  *5  6* 
missioners,  that  the  rate  collectors  have  lodged  to  the  credit  of  the  respective  Pat'ry  •'  • 0 iof 

electoral  divisions  the  sums  as  per  margin  this  week,  and  are  actively  engaged  in  coni'"0.'" ! 2g  12  s 

the  collection.  b KUmoUra*  19  g 11 

_ Having  maturely  reflected  on  the  state  of  the  valuation  of  this  Union,  I con-  £-m  3 6 

sidered  it  my  duty  to  address  a letter  to  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  subject,  and  Mr.  Bran  nick:— 
respectfully  submit  a copv.  curemo.ris  £46  6 m 

■f , ,|  /~i  . . rj  . . Ballmdine  . 71  3 

1 trust  the  Commissioners  will  concur  in  my  view.  

£117  10  3 

Enclosure.  KUmh^'V  £85  13  4 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — January  27,  1848.  £426  7 1 

I beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  that  exists  for  having  an  immediate  and 
complete  revision  of  the  valuation  of  this  Union  effected. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  persons  who  have  surrendered  their  holdings  in  order  to  be  placed 
on  the  relief  lists,  as  well  as  the  number  that  have  lost  them  from  various  other  causes,  or 
parted  with  them  since  the  last  revision  of  this  Union,  it  would  be  unjust  to  all  parties  to 
strike  another  rate  upon  the  existing  valuation ; as  the  appeals  against  such  rate  by  parties 
improperly  rated  would  be  endless,  and  would  involve  the  Union  in  very  considerable  law 
expenses. 

As  it  is  probable  that  it  will  be  necessary  (in  order  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Union)  to 
make  another  rate  in  a couple  of  months  hence,  I am  desirous  of  bringing  this  question  of  a 
revision  before  you  now,  in  order  that  we  may  have  a perfect  valuation  when  the  time  arrives 
for  the  makiug  of  such  new  rate ; and  not  to  be  then  obliged  to  postpone  the  striking  for  some 
months,  until  the  revision  shall  be  completed. 

I beg  therefore  to  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  having  advertisements  inserted  in  the 
local  papers,  inviting  tenders  from  competent  persons  to  revise  the  entire  Union  ; the  tender 
to  state  the  sum  for  which  the  business  will  be  performed,  and  which  sum  is  to  include  all 
expenses  consequent  upon  the  revision,  and  also  to  state  the  time  required  for  its  due  per- 
formance. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — February  2,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  communication  which  you  addressed 
to  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  subject  of  a revision  of  the  valuation  of  the 
Union. 


The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  31,  1848. 

In  reply  to  the  first  paragraph  of  your  letter  of  the  27th  inst.,  we  have  to 
state,  that  the  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector  handed  us  orders  on  the  Commis- 
sariat store  at  Ballinrobe  for  the  very  seasonable  supply  of  300/.  worth  of  Indian 
meal,  which  we  have  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

To  the  second  subject  upon  which  you  desire  information,  we  beg  to  say,  that 
although  many  rate-payers  may  be  unable  to  meet  their  liabilities,  yet  we  have 
good  reason  to  expect  that  the  far  greater  portion  of  the  still  uncollected  rate  will 
be  paid  in. 

In  answer  to  the  other  queries  upon  which  you  call  for  a special  report,  we 
have  to  inform  you,  that  the  sum  of  3350/.  65.  8d.  is  the  total  amount  paid  in  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  Union  since  our  appointment,  being  about  in  the  pound  on 
the  net  annual  value ; secondly,  we  do  not  think  that  there  is  either  negligence 
or  dishonesty  on  the  part  of  our  collectors.  On  the  contrary,  they  show  every 
diligence,  and  appear  determined  to  compel  payment  by  distress  under  the  pro- 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


378  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

-BaHinrobe  Union,  tection  of  the  civil  authorities,  if  necessary;  yet,  with  every  exertion  that  we  can 
fairly  expect  from  them,  we  regret  to  say  the  rates  are  coming  in  slowly,  which 
arises,  we  believe,  from  the  general  inability  of  the  rate-payers,  and  the  opposition 
the  collector's  occasionally  meet  with  ; but  we  cannot  ascribe  dishonesty  either  to 
the  majority  of  the  proprietors  or  respectable  rate-payers  of  the  Union.  An 
instance  of  the  rescue  of  sheep  seized  for  the  non-payment  of  rate,  was  reported  to 
us  on  Thursday  last,  and  we  directed  the  collector  to  lodge  an  information  before 
a magistrate,  and  have  the  parties  made  amenable  to  the  law. 

We  cannot  report  any  failure  of  the  crops  beyond  a very  partial  loss  of  potatoes, 
of  which,  however,  a very  small  breadth  was  sown  this  season.  The  corn  crops' 
as  far  as  came  under  our  observation,  were  extensive  and  luxuriant ; but,  owing 
to  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  owners,  great  losses  must  have  been  sustained  by 
the  ravages  of  storms  and  inclemency  of  weather. 

We  believe  many  of  the  landed  proprietors  find  much  difficulty  in  meeting 
their  engagements,  owing  to  the  non-payment  of  rents;  but  we  do  not  feel  justi- 
fied in  stating  that  their  means,  or  those  of  the  extensive  occupiers,  are  ex- 
hausted. With  respect  to  smaller  occupiers,  of  which  there  is  a numerous  class, 
we  know  that  a very  large  proportion  of  them  is  not  only  totally  unable  to  pay 
their  rate,  but  that  a great  number  of  them  is  at  present  either  on  the  register 
as  destitute  poor  receiving  relief,  having  surrendered  their  holdings,  and.8 been 
permitted  by  their  landlords  to  re-occupy  their  houses  as  caretakers  or  lodger, s, 
or  have  been  admitted  to  the  workhouse  as  paupers,  having  totally  abandoned 
them. 

Upon  a full  consideration  of  the  general  condition  of  the  people  of  the  Union, 
and  the  wide-spread  destitution  which  prevails  over  its  almost  entire  extent,  the 
consequences  of  which  are  felt  by  every  class  in  society,  we  feel  satisfied  that  we 
have  come  to  a just  conclusion  in  stating  that  it  will  require  some  forbearance  to 
arrive  at  a successful  collection  of  the  residue  of  the  rates  ; and  whilst  we  will 
not  relax  in  our  efforts  to  attain  this  very  desirable  end,  we  would  strongly 
recommend  that  a reasonable  moderation  be  observed  in  the  matter.  The  adoption 
of  a more  urgent  and  peremptory  management,  certainly  productive  of  much 
exasperation  and  probable  destruction  of  many  now  struggling  with  their  diffi- 
culties, and  who  might  eventually  surmount  them,  would  only  gain  an  end  which 
a more  considerate  course  would  as  surely  and  more  creditably  accomplish.  We 
would  not,  however,  have  you  infer  that  we  have  suggested  or  permitted  any 
temporizing  on  the  part  of  the  collectors ; but  we  are  aware  that  some  individuals 
Have  asked  them  for  as  much  forbearance  as  their  duty  would  allow. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  2,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  observations  with  regard  to  the  collection  of  the  arrears  of 
rate  m this  Union,  I am  directed  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  are  unwilling  to 
urge  you  to  do  anything  which  is  unnecessarily  harsh  ; but  the  Commissioners  are 
bound  to  state,  that  they  are  unable  to  concur  with  you  in  the  course  to  be  adopted 
towards  the  defaulting  rate-payers  of  the  Ballinrobe  Union ; and  the  Commis- 
sioners recommend  that  stringent  measures  should  he  resorted  to,  in  order  to 
compel  payment  of  the  rates  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  will  transmit  a further  sum  of  200/  to 
you  from  the  British  Association. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners: — February  1,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  a letter  from  Mr.  Brannick,  poor-rate  col- 
A?  n he-elect0ral  dlvlsions  of  Claremorris  and  Ballindine,  for  the  informatioi 
ol  the  Commissioners,  requesting  that  the  Commissariat  may  be  directed  to  become 
purchasers  of  farm  produce  seized  by  him  for  rates. 

■ T fn*iheTTir®UmStTaU?e! 3 of  m case>  a safe  must  be  had  as  an  example  in  that 
pan  oi  tne  Union  ; I therefore  respectfully  request  instructions,  being  determined 
ay  every  exertion  m our  power  to  get  in  the  rates. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Brannicr  to  Dr.  Dempster  -.—January  29,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I attended  this  day  to  sell  by  auction  form  produce  on 
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the  lands  of  Lawan,  seized  by  me,  for  poor-rates.  There  being  no  purchasers  obliged  me  to  Ballinrobe  Union- 

postpone  the  sale  to  Tuesday,  the  1st  of  February  next.  May  I take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  

to  you  the  necessity  of  the  Commissary  being  in  attendance  to  purchase  on  that  day,  as  his 
doing  so  will  produce  the  most  beneficial  results  in  the  collection  of  the  rates  hereafter. 

N.B. — The  distress  consists  of  hay  and  corn  in  stack.  Amount  of  rate  due,  21Z.  16s.  7d. 

Arranged  to  postpone  till  Monday,  7th  February. 

J.  D. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  4,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  for  your  information,  that  the  Commissioners  have  reason 
to  know  that  a communication  on  the  subject  of  your  letter  has  been  made  to  the 
resident  magistrate,  and  they  do  not  anticipate'  that  you  will  find  any  further 
difficulty  in  the  matter. 

The  Commissioners  concur  with  you  in  thinking  it  of  great  importance  that  the 
payment  of  the  rates  should  be  effected  as  speedily  as  possible,  by  every  means  at 
the  disposal  of  the  collectors  and  the  Vice-Guardians. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners: — February  5,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
Deputy  Commissary-General  Dobree,  who'  came  here  on  a tour  of  inspection, 
having  reported  to  me  a case  of  very  great  apparent  hardship  which  he  was  witness 
to  <e  en  route' ’ from  Maam — that  of  a man  being  compelled  to  level  his  cabin,  and 
in  fact,  from  the  man’s  story  to  him,  set  fire  to  it,  before  a surrender  of  his  land 
would  be  accepted  by  his  landlord,  and  thus  become  eligible  for  out-door  relief — I 
proceeded  to  the  district  to  ascertain  the  facts. 

The  man’s  name  is  Patrick  Philton.  He  and  his  family  had  been  receiving  pro- 
visional relief  ; but  when  it  was  investigated  by  the  Guardians,  that  he  was  holding 
more  land  than  is  allowed  by  the  Act,  he  was  struck  off.  He  lived  on  the  lands  of 
Doughty,  belonging  to  Sir  Richard  O’Donnell ; but  held  the  cabin  and  acre  of 
land  he  occupied  from  a co-partnership  of  tenants,  to  whom  he  would  pay  no  rent 
for  several  years ; and  being  withal  a very  bad  character,  living  by  plundering  his 
neighbours,  they  compelled  him  to  leave  the  neighbourhood,  and  gave  him  the 
timbers  of  the  cabin,  which  he  was  removing  at  the  moment  Mr.  Dobree  was 
passing,  and  to  whom  he  told  his  own  tale.  I saw  the  relieving  officer  of  the 
district  of  Cong,  and  had  his  name  placed  on  the  list  for  relief.  This  man  is  the 
husband  of  the.  woman  mentioned  by  me  in  my  report  1st  J anuary,  whom  I saw 
almost  in  a state  of  nudity  on  the  road  ; and  I have  since  learned  she  was  in  the 
constant  practice  of  so  doing  when  strangers  passed,  to  extort  charity. 

From  the  great  distances  some  of  the  poor  people  of  Joyce’s  country  have  to 
come  to  get  the  rations  of  meal,  in  many  instances  15  miles,  Mr.  Dobree  and  I 
agreed  to  recommend  that  the  police  station  at  Maam  might  be  sanctioned  as  a 
depot,  and  the  constable  in  charge  should  be  appointed  distributor,  for  I can  find 
no  person  in  that  pait  of  the  couutry  to  whom  I would  entrust  the  provisions. 
Constable  Flynn  was  so  employed  under  the  Relief  Act  last  year,  and  gave  great 
satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

I beg  to  state  that  a further  adjournment  of  the  sale  of  stock  was  granted  at 
the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  owners ; and  as  I am  anxious,  if  possible,  to  prevent 
public  exposure,  I concurred  with  the  rate  collectors  as  to  granting  the  time  asked 
for,  they  having  proper  security  for  the  forthcoming  of  the  stock,  or  to  pay  the 
money  themselves. 

In  the  electoral  division  of  Mayo,  Mr.  Walsh  and  his  assistants  were  deforced 
and  rescued  on  the  3rd  instant.  Informations  were  this  day  taken  by  the  resident 
magistrate  at  the  Petty  Sessions  of  Hollymount,  and  the  necessary  steps  have  been, 
taken  to  bring  the  parties  to  justice. 

The  amount  of  rates  lodged  for  the  week  is  as  follows : — 

£.  s.  d. 

Mr.  Higgins  . . . . . . 25  2 0 

Mr.  Walsh  (and  60Z.  too  late  for  treasurer)  . 148  1 9 

Mr.  Brannick  . . . . . . 54  6 10 


227  10  7 

A very  inconsiderable  amount  when  the  number  on  Relief  List  is  taken  into  , consi- 
deration. I beg  to  annex  a return  of  the  out-door  relief  to  this  date. 

3 C 2 
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Ballinrobe  Union. 


I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  order  for  200 1.  worth,  of  provisions 
from  the  British  Relief  Association,  and  which  I handed  to  the  Vice-Guardians 
for  their  disposal. 

Enclosure. 


Return  of  Persons  on  Out-door  Relief,  February  4,  1848. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

January  21. 

February  4. 

Ballinrobe 

2,174 

2,718 

Partly 

917 

1,051 

Ross 

1,543 

1,674 

Ballaghholla  .... 

164 

171 

Mayo 

1,300 

1,472 

Burriscarra  .... 

614 

656 

Cong 

4,061 

4,416 

Kilmain 

1,717 

2,026 

Shruil 

2,191 

2,422 

Kilmolara  . . 

831 

1,072 

Hollymount  .... 

1,906 

2,143 

Claremorris  .... 

2,712 

3,436 

Ballindine 

1,932 

2,843 

Robeen 

1,357 

1,448 

Total  . . . 

23,419 

27,548 

Increase  . 

. 4,129 

James  Dempster,  M.D. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — February  8,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  weekly  report  to 
the  5th  instant,  in  which  you  refer  to  a further  adjournment  of  a sale  of  stock,  at 
the  request  of  the  owners,  of  which  you  approved,  from  a desire  to  prevent  public 
exposure,  and  as  the  collectors  had  taken  proper  security. 

The  Commissioners  presume  that  this  adjourned  sale  has  been  the  cause  of  the 
release  of  stock  impounded,  of  which  the  Vice-Guardians  complain  in  a report  of 
the  7th  instant,  this  day  referred  for  your  observations. 

The  Commissioners  are  not  at  present  prepared  to  say  that  arrangements  of 
this  kind  should  not  be  sanctioned  under  any  circumstances,  where  the  parties 
owing  rate  hold  back  until  seizures  are  actually  made.  The  expediency  of 
sanctioning  the  collectors  giving  up  seizures,  without-  actual  payment  of  the  rates 
due,  is  however  very  questionable ; and  the  Commissioners  consider  that  in  such 
cases  the  collectors  should  be  left  to  act  solely  on  their  own  responsibility.  They 
also  think  that  looking  to  the  difficulty  of  collecting  the  rates,  and  the  necessity  of 
making  examples,  as  well  as  of  dealing  equally  with  all  classes,  no  compromise 
should  be  assented  to  from  a desire  to  avoid  exposure  of  the  defaulters. 
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K1LRUSH  UNION. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  25,  1847. 

I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Kilrush  Board  of  Guardians 
yesterday,  and  have  the  honour  to  refer  you  to  the  minutes  forwarded  by  the 
clerk,  for  their  proceedings. 

There  was  a serious  press  of  applicants  (many  of  them  removed  from  want), 
owing  to  some  popular  misapprehension  about  out-door  relief.  An  offer  of  the 
workhouse  dispersed  them.  There  were  several  notoriously  bad  and  turbu- 
lent characters  among  the  crowd,  whom  I observed  counselling  and  inciting 
the  others  to  clamour  for  out-door  relief  and  public  works. 

I have  not  in  any  part  of  the  country  seen  so  great  a repugnance  to  enter  the 
workhouse ; and  the  great  majority  of  those  who  avail  themselves  of  it  are 
evidently  in  an  advaneed  stage  of  starvation. 

There  has  been  a general  scrutiny  of  the  house  during  the  week,  when 
upwards  of  100  of  classes  1 and  3 were  selected  to  go  out ; the  greater  number 
expressed  their  willingness  to  do  so,  on  receiving  the  amount  of  food  prescribed 
by  the  late  Relief  Act  weekly.  I found  several  persons  who  should  never 
have  gained  admission,  wives  of  men  earning  a livelihood,  &c. ; the  Guardians 
have,  at  my  suggestion,  directed  the  husbands  to  be  made  amenable  to  the  law. 

The  house  has  improved  during  the  week,  in  general  cleanliness  and  discipline, 
and  an  increased  number  of  men  and  boys  put  to  work.  The  assistant  master 
and  matron  are  zealous  and  efficient ; but  the  master  is  undoubtedly  wanting 
in  many  essential  requisites  for  such  a calling. 

The  school  is  undoubtedly  neglected — a mere  farce.  The  master  utterly 
unfit  for  that  or  any  other  calling ; attending  his  school  is  a pure  waste  of  time. 
I propose  bringing  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Guardians. 

Premises  have  been  taken  for  a temporary  fever  hospital,  and  the  patients 
will  be  removed  from  the  workhouse  in  a few  days ; there  is  however  delay 
and  difficulty  in  carrying  out  any  detail  for  want  of  ready  money. 

When  the  fever  patients  are  removed,  I calculate  upon  accommodation  for 
1200  in  the  house  during  the  winter  season. 

The  Kilrush  workhouse  labours  under  great  disadvantages  from  the  obvious 
want  of  hospital  accommodation  in  so  large  a distinct ; the  house  is,  in  con- 
sequence, to  a great  extent  converted  into  an  infirmary  for  chronic  cases,  which 
ought  to  be  provided  for  and  treated  elsewhere.  The  county  hospital  adjoining 
the  workhouse,  should  be  given  up  to  the  Guardians  or  enlarged  by  the  county. 
Its  present  accommodation  is  altogether  insufficient  at  any  time. 

I have  visited  and  walked  through  a large  portion  of  the  Union  during  the 
week.  The  general  destitution  is  undoubted,  and  the  people  patient  under 
their  privations.  Their  usually  wretched  state  of  living  accounts  for  this 
apparent  apathy.  I have  gone  from  house  to  house,  where  I was  quite  unknown, 
and  judged  from  personal  observation. 

The  north  and  west  of  the  Union,  including  the  divisions  of  Kilmurry,  Kil- 
macduane,  Killard,  Kilkee,  and  a part  of  Moyarta,  are  in  a most  lamentable 
state.  The  parts  on  the  coast  are  most  densely  populated,  with  a turf-digging, 
seaweed-gathering,  fish-catching,  amphibious  population;  as  bad  fishermen 
as  they  are  agriculturists.  They  have  no  regular  mode  of  gaining  a livelihood. 
They  are  inert,  improvident,  and  utterly  without  foresight.  Lavish  and  con- 
stant expenditure  may  keep  them  from  starvation,  but  it  will  require  years  of 
good  management  and  well-devised  measures  to  make  them  independent  or 
self-supporting.  A few  acres  of  reclaimed  bog  planted  with  potatoes  has  here- 
tofore supplied  their  wants,  and  rendered  them  content  on  the  lowest  possible 
scale  of  existence.  While  westerly  gales  prevail  during  the  winter,  large 
numbers  eke  out  a wretched  existence  gathering  seaweed,  which  they  carry 
and  sell  further  inland  for  manure. 

The  villages  of  Mullagh,  Doonbeg,  Bealaha,  and  Kilkee,  are  wretched  nests 
of  filth,  famine,  and  disease ; Carrigaholt  and  Burrin  no  better ; Kilmekil 
division  is  also  very  miserable,  without  a single  resident  who  has  sufficient 
means  to  expend  5/.  in  employment. 


Kilrush  Union. 
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The  district  seems  swept  of  food.  The  small  farmers  are  realizing  their 
produce,  which  they  are  afraid  to  keep. 

In  the  district  I have  remarked  upon,  I believe  one-third  of  the  population 
will  be  utterly  without  food  at  Christmas,  two-thirds  starving  before  February, 
and  the  whole  devoid  of  food  or  money  before  May. 

I cannot  doubt  that  all  holding  over  10  acres  (though  a small  class)  are 
much  better  off  than  they  appear  or  are  willing  to  admit.  I have  no  fears  for 
them.  In  many  cases  they  have  withheld  both  rent  and  produce  from  the 
landlord ; living  in  a state  of  unwholesome  expectancy  of  some  great  social  or 
political  change. 

They  are,  however,  ploughing  and  preparing  their  land  at  this  early  period, 
intending,  I presume,  to  pay  their  rent,  where  they  cannot  help  it. 

That  many  ol  the  properties  in  this  district,  are  grossly  mismanaged  and 
shamelessly  neglected  cannot  be  denied ; yet  there  are  several  cheering  excep- 
tions which  strike  the  most  casual  observers. 

An  immense  number  of  small  landholders  are  under  ejectment,  or  notice  to 
quit,  even  where  the  rents  have  been  paid  up. 

The  universal  and  minute  subdivision  of  land  may  have  rendered  this  a 
matter  of  necessity  and  good  policy,  but  its  immediate  effect  cannot  fail  to 
prove  most  disastrous,  a great  majority  being  determined  to  overhold  if  they 
can,  and  are  in  the  mean  time  deterred  from  doing  anything  to  thq  land. 

Such  wholesale  proceedings  must,  I fear,  also  affect  the  peace  of  the  district. 

I have  been  successful  in  impressing  a better  spirit  among  the  rate-collectors, 
assuring  them  of  countenance  and  support ; and  I am  happy  to  say  the  collec- 
tion goes  on  satisfactorily. 

Intimidation  paralyses  all  from  high  to  low  ; and  to’such  an  extent,  that  I 
feel  confident  had  local  and  constant  support  been  much  longer  deferred  in  this 
Union,  collectors  would  not  have  dared  to  act,  nor  the  Guardians  force  them 
to  do  so.  Many  who  refused  to  pay  their  rates  before  my  arrival  here,  have 
since  done  so,  from  the  conviction  that  immediate  and  energetic  steps  would  be 
taken  to  compel  them. 

The  Guardians  generally,  and  the  Chairman  in  particular,  are  actuated  by  a 
very  proper  spirit. 

I have  no  doubt  I shall  be  enabled  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, without  serious  opposition. 


Reply  to  the  above  -.—November  29,  1847. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  the  state  of 
the  schools,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  the  Commission- 
ers have,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  papers,  urged  upon  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  on  several  occasions,  the  propriety  of  endeavouring  to  secure  the 
services  of  more  efficient  individuals  for  the  situations  of  schoolmaster  and 
schoolmistress,  by  offering  larger  salaries  than  are  at  present  paid  to  those 
officers. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners: — December  1,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  No.  39,235,  D.  47 
and  accompanying  minutes  herewith  returned. 

I will  not  fail  to  press  the  Commissioners’  views  upon  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians and  will  report  the  result. 

The  school  (boys)  is  at  present  a mere  mockery. 

I have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Commissioners’  report  on  the 
raining  of  pauper  children,  which  will  enable  me  to  form  an  opinion  on  this 
dead,  and  bring  so  important  a matter  before  the  Guardians. 


■Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  1,  1847. 

OQfk  r?  HATE  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated 
December  (November),  enclosing  a copy  of  a letter  forwarded  to  the 
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Kilrush  Board  of  Guardians,  in  reference  to  the  employment  of  pauper 
children  (female)  in  a lace  factory. 

I will  bring  the  matter  under  the  immediate  notice  of  the  Guardians,  and 
represent  the  proceeding  as  opposed  to  the  Commissioners’  orders  and  views. 

I would  beg  to  observe  that  this  practice  is  one  of  long  standing,  commenced 
before  I had  charge  of  the  Union,  and  which,  I presume,  had  hot  the  sanction 
of  the  Commissioners. 

I will  report  the  result  of  my  communication  with  the  Guardians. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  4,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  were  not  aware  that  any  of  the  workhouse  children 
were  employed  in  the  lace  factory  until  they  saw  some  reference  to  the  subject 
in  the  Guardians’  minutes  of  the  17th  ultimo. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  1,  1847. 

In  reference  to  the  copy  of  a letter  from  the  Agent  of  the  British  Relief 
Association,  dated  4th  November,  and  the  information  therein  called  for,  I 
have  the  honour  to  state,  that  I think  the  proposed  relief  should  not  be  deferred 
beyond  25th  December.  Destitution  is  so  rapidly  on  the  increase,  that  I am 
undoubtedly  of  opinion  that  out-door  relief  must  be  given  to  other  classes  than 
those  at  present  receiving  it.  The  Guardians  are  exerting  themselves  laudably 
and  strictly  according  to  law.  The  prospects  of  the  Union  may  be  gathered 
from  my  weekly  reports. 

I am  not  aware  of  the  extent  of  assistance  proposed  by  the  Association. 

I think  a less  number  than  10  ovens  would  not  afford  the  necessary  relief. 

I would  propose  for  their  sites, — Carrigaholt,  Kilkee,  Kilrush,  Doonbeg, 
Cooraclare,  Mullagh,  Kilmihil,  Kilmurry,  McMahon,  Labasheeda,  Kildycut. 

Ovens  to  bake  1600  lbs.  of  bread  per  diem  (in  two  batches)  may  be  erected 
with  all  necessary  appurtenances  for  12Z.  each. 

They  should  be  adapted  for  turf-fuel  solely. 

I shall  be  ready  to  afford  any  more  detailed  information  which  may  be 
required. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  3,  1847. 

I am  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  forwarded  a copy  of 
your  communication  to  Commissary-General  Sir  R.  Routh. 

With  reference  to  your  statement,  that  you  are  of  opinion  that  out-door 
relief  must  be  given  to  other  classes  than  those  at  present  receiving  it,  I am  to 
request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  bring  the  question  of  the  propriety  of 
issuing  a sealed  order,  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men,  under 
the  special  consideration  of  the  Guardians. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  forward  a copy  of  the  two  descriptions 
of  orders  sent  to  Unions  for  which  workhouse  relief  is  insufficient,  in  order  that 
you  may  be  fully  aware  of  the  two  alternatives  which  will  present  themselves, 
and  may  be  prepared  to  make  such  recommendation  as  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  may  seem  to  demand 


Enclosure. 

Union. 

To  the  Paid  Officers  acting  in  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 

Union  ; to  the  Clerk  and  other  Officers  of  the  said  Union,  and  to  all 

other  persons,  whom  it  may  concern. 

Whereas  it  has  been  shown  to  our  satisfaction,  that,  by  reason  of  the  want  of  room  in 
the  workhouse  of  the  said  Union,  adequate  relief  cannot  be  afforded  therein  to  destitute  poor 
persons  not  being  persons  permanently  disabled,  or  destitute  poor  persons  disabled  by  sickness 
or  accident,  or  destitute  poor  widows  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent  on 
them,  and  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  and  empower  the  paid  officers  acting  in  execution  of  the 
duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  said  Union  to  administer  relief  out.  of  the  workhouse 
to  suoh  destitute  poor  persous,  for  a limited  time  as  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Now  therefore,  we,  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
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Ireland,  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  the  said  paid  officers  to  administer  relief  out  of  the 
workhouse,  in  food,  to  destitute  poor  persons  not  being  persons  permanently  disabled  from 
labour  by  reason  of  old  age,  infirmity,  or  bodily  or  mental  defect,  and  not  being  persons  dis- 
abled from  labour  by  reason  of  severe  sickness  or  serious  accident,  and  thereby  deprived  of 
the  means  of  earning  a subsistence  for  themselves  and  their  families,  whom  they  are  liable  by 
law  to  maintain,  and  not  being  poor  widows  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent 
on  them,  for  two  months  next  ensuing  after  the  date  of  this  order. 

And  we  do  hereby  make  the  following  rules  and  regulations  as  to  the  granting,  ordering, 
and  giving  of  relief  to  all  persons  who  shall  be  relieved  by  the  said  paid  officers”  under  the 
authority  of  this  order,  that  is  to  say : — 

1.  Every  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this  order  shall  be  relieved  in  food 

only,  and  such  food  shall,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  be  cooked  food. 

2.  Every  able-bodied  male  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this  order  shall, 

so  far  as  is  practicable,  be  set  to  perform  a task  of  work  during  eight  hours  at 
least  of  every  day  for  which  he  receives  such  relief. 

3.  No  able-bodied  person  who  shall  be  in  employment,  nor  any  part  of  his  or  her 

family,  shall  receive  relief  as  a destitute  person  under  the  authority  of  this 
order. 

And  for  the  more  effectual  administration  of  relief  under  this  order,  we  do  hereby  authorize 
and  direct  the  said  paid  officers  to  appoint  so  many  relieving  officers  as  shall  be  found  suffi- 
cient from  time  to  time,  to  superintend  the  labours  of  such  persons  as  shall  be  set  to  work,  in 
pursuance  of  the  regulations  in  this  order  contained,  and  otherwise  to  assist  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  relief  under  this  order,  as  the  said  paid  officers,  subject  to  our  approval,  shall 
direct. 

Sealed  with  our  seal,  this  day  of 

in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred 
and  Forty-seven. 

(Signed)  E.  T.  B.  Tyvislbton. 

T.  N.  KliDIXGTON. 


To  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the Union  ; to  the  Clerk  or  Clerks  to 

the  Justices  of  the  Petty  Sessions,  held  for  the  Division  or  Divisions  in  which  the  Town- 
lands  and  Places  comprised  within  the  said  Union  are  situated,  and  to  all  others  whom 
it  may  concern. 

Whereas  it  has  been  shown  to  our  satisfaction,  that,  by  reason  of  the  want  of  room  in 
the  workhouse  of  the  Union,  adequate  relief  cannot  be  afforded  to  destitute 

poor  persons,  being  widows  with  one  child  dependent  on  them  respectively,  or  to  destitute 
poor  persons,  being  children  whose  parents  are  botli  dead,  or  to  destitute  poor  persons,  bein* 
able-bodied  men,  one  or  more  members  of  whose  families  dependent  on  them  for  support  are 
attected  by  severe  sickness  or  accident.  1 

Now  therefore  we,  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland,  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  the  Guardians  of  the  said  Union,  for  the  period  of 
two  months  from  the  date  of  this  order,  to  administer  relief  out  of  the  workhouse,  in  food,  to 
such  destitute  persons  as  aforesaid,  being  widows  with  one  child  dependent  on  them  respec- 
tively, or  being  children  whose  parents  are  both  dead,  or  being  able-bodied  men,  one  or  more 
accidentS  ° Wh°S6  fam,lies  dePendent  on  them  for  support  are  affected  by  severe  sickness  or 

Sealed  with  our  seal  this  day  of 

in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred 
and  Forty-seven. 

(Countersigned)  * (Sig°ed)  K T' B'  Tw's™on. 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners: — December  2,  1847. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  Guardians  yesterday,  and  have  the  honour  to 
reler  you  to  the  usual  minutes  for  their  proceedings. 

n!im^er  of  admissions  amounted  to  about  360,  making  in  all  about 
1300,  m the  house  this  morning. 

the  3°°1  adl?itted  yesterday,  60  or  70  have  already  claimed  their 
tu  ?*and  ^ave  no  doubt  100  more  will  leave  the  house  this  day. 

any  o them  acknowledged  to  me  this  day,  that  they  came  in  solely  for  the 
purpose  oi  extorting  "out-door  relief,”  and  had  no  intention  whatever  of 
remaining  m the  house.  . 

number  on  the  out-door  relief  list  1 cannot  accurately  state,  but  will  do 
so  as  soon  as  they  are  registered.  These,  however,  are  strictly  of  Classes  1,  2, 
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and  -3  ; the  number  on  this  head  must  be  expected  to  increase  rapidly  as  their 
relief  was  too  long  deferred. 

The  clamour  and  pressure  for  " out-door  relief”  is  so  excessive,  that  the 
Guardians  have  resolved  upon  testing  all  cases  admitting  of  a doubt.  The 
lyiug  deceit,  and  utter  absence  of  truth  and  shame,  render  this  apparently 
harsh  measure  necessary ; due  discrimination  is  however  used. 

Notwithstanding  a full  explanation  of  the  Commissioners’  views,  and  the 
expression  of  my  own  strong  opinion,  “out-door  relief”  is  confined  to  food 
alone.  The  Guardians  are  almost  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  owing  to  the 
density  of  the  population,  and  number  of  habitations,  all  will  find  a shelter 
with  friends  or  relatives,  if  they  have  means  of  subsistence,  without  any 
addition  of  money ; and  that  any  relief  in  the  latter  form  would  prove  so 
attractive  as  to  overwhelm  them  with  applicants.  I neither  coincide  in  this 
opinion  or  conclusion. 

Sixty  or  seventy  more  of  Classes  1 and  3 have  been  selected  and  discharged 
during  the  week. 

The  temporary  fever  hospital  is  in  a state  of  forwardness  ; there  are  280  in 
the  house  under  medical  treatment,  which  materially  interferes  with  its  proper 
and  efficient  working. 

Fever  is  on  the  decrease,  but  other  ailments  consequent  upon  bad  and  insuf- 
ficient food,  are  on  the  increase. 

The  house  has  improved  in  order  and  cleanliness,  but  I apprehend  no  per- 
manent improvement  can  result  under  the  present  master.  He  is,  I have  no 
doubt,  trustworthy  and  well  intentioned,  but  wanting  in  all  other  qualifications 
for  such  a calling,  and  unfit  for  the  head  of  any  establishment.  The  assistant 
master  is  active  and  intelligent  and  well  qualified,  vastly  superior  to  the  master 
in  all  essentials. 

There  is  a want  of  clothing,  which  I have  no  doubt  will  be  remedied  on  my 
representation. 

There  is  a lamentable  absence  of  industrial  employment  or  training,  which  I 
will  represent  and  hope  to  see  remedied. 

I have  visited  and  revisited  during  the  week  those  parts  of  the  Union  where 
I have  been  led  to  expect  the  greatest  want  or  difficulty.  Kilkee  division, 
taken  as  a whole,  is  in  a wretched  state.  That  portion  of  Moyarta  lying 
between  the  Ferry  and  Carrigaholt,  including  Querin  aud  Boonoha,  is  a 
fearful  example  of  the  misery  and  demoralization  which  may  be  induced  by 
bad  management;  the  subdivision,  subletting,  extravagant  rents,  density  of 
population,  and  consequent  misery,  exceed  anything  I have  ever  seen  or  heard 
of.  There  are  holdings  under  lease,  valued  at  11.  per  annum. 

This  neighbourhood  only  wants  a faithful  chronicle  to  furnish  horrors  and 
misery ; equal  to  anything  I have  heard  of  elsewhere. 

Many  of  the  habitations  are  no  better  than  a fox  earth,  and  the  inmates,  in 
their  appearance,  clothing,  and  mode  of  living,  hardly  human. 

need  not  detail  miseries  I have  seen  and  taken  steps  to  relieve.  This  class 
are  comparatively  content  and  uncomplaining. 

Their  mode  of  scratching  the  land  does  not  deserve  the  name  of  cultivation. 
Their  attempts  are  inferior  to  that  I have  seen  among  North  American  Indians. 

This  division  contains  upwards  of  10,000  inhabitants  upon  13,000  acres, 
and  the  net  annual  value  under  5000/.  Without  potatoes,  it  is  a permanent 
pauper  colony ; the  swarms  of  children  incredible. 

The  division  of  Kilballyo wen* adjoining  it  is  comparatively  comfortable; 
the  people  have  better  houses,  are  better  clad,  and  there  are  as  fine  potatoes 
as  I have  ever  seen  for  6d.  per  stone,  while  they  bring  9d.  in  Kilrush. 

The  properties  here  have  been  better  managed,  and  a spirit  of  improvement 
and  industry  is  observable  among  all  classes. 

Kilmactuane,  north  of  Cooraclara,  is  very  wretched,  and  I anticipate  some 
loss  of  rate  here,  many  of  the  rate-payers  being  absolutely  destitute. 

The  north  part  of  Kilrush  and  the  east  is  not  much  better. 

I have  fears  for  the  possibility  of  collecting  another  rate  or  instalment  this 
year,  a great  mass  of  the  small  rate-payers  will  be  destitute  ere  summer. 

The  rate  so  far,  is  being  most  satisfactorily  collected  and  without  any  serious 
resistance,  though  I am  given  to  understand  such  will  be  counselled  in  some 
divisions,  unless  out-door  relief  (that  is  to  the  able-bodied)  be  immediately 
given. 

3 D 


Kilrush  Union. 
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There  are  a few  mischievous  advisers,  with  sufficient  influence  to  impede 
and  obstruct,  and  I only  hope  they  may  not  adopt  such  a course. 

I see  no  reason  to  modify  the  opinion  expressed,  in  my  last  weekly  report,  on 
the  prospects  of  the  Union,  daily  observation,  I regret  to  say,  confirms  me 
in  it. 

The  workhouse  is  now  over-crowded,  and  though  a few  days  may  enable  the 
removal  of  fever  hospitals  from  the  house,  the  accommodation  so  obtained  will 
not  suffice  for  another  day’s  admission.  I would  beg  the  Commissioners’ 
instructions  on  this  emergency. 

I would  propose  other  and  additional  premises  being  rented. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — December  4,  1847. 

In  reference  to  your  remarks  regarding  the  crowded  state  of  the  work- 
house,  I am  to  refer  you  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  yesterday,  in  which 
they  request  you  to  bring  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  issuing  a sealed  order 
authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  under  the  special  consideration 
of  the  Guardians. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  add  that  when  the  Guardians  have  thoroughly 
considered  the  question,  and  have  recorded  their  views  respecting  it,  and 
the  Commissioners  have  likewise  received  your  own  recommendations,  the 
Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  issue  an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief 
to  able-bodied  men  under  the  second  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Exten- 
sion Act,  if  such  order  appears  absolutely  necessary. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  2,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  a report  of  the  following  occurrences  for 
the  information  of  the  Commissioners.  On  my  arrival  at  the  workhouse  at 
11  o clock,  a.m.  yesterday,  I found  about  1000  persons  assembled  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  evidently  bent  upon  some  general  move.  I was  not  long  kept  in 
suspense.  A few  minutes  only  elapsed  when  a general  cry  for  out-door  relief 
was  set  -up,  accompanied  by  unmistakeable  symptoms  of  turbulence  and  riot ; 
a plentiful  crop  of  blackthorn  sticks  appearing  above  the  heads  of  all.  I 
addressed  the  mob  upon  the  impropriety  and  impolicy  of  their  proceedings  at 
a time  when  the  Guardians  were  doing  their  utmost  for  them,  and  acting  most 
efficiently.  When  I ceased,  a simultaneous  rush  was  made  to  force  the  outer 
6 num^ers  at  the  same  moment  scaled  the  walls  in  all  directions. 
While  I was  in  the  act  of  assisting  the  officers  to  bolt  the  gate,  one  of  the  ring- 
leaders struck  at  me  with  a stick ; I dragged  him  in,  shut  the  gate,  disarmed 
him,  and  put  Inm  in  the  lock-up. 

This  had  an  instantaneous  effect  in  checking  the  mob,  and  eight  or  nine 
others  were  subsequently  taken. 

A^  this  time  a continuous  stream  of  people  was  observed  approaching  from 
the  Kilkee  district.  Colonel  Vandeleur,  the  Chairman  of  the  Guardians,  and 
the  Sub-Inspector  of  Police,  had  gone  to  Kilkee  on  magisterial  business,  but 
meetmg  such  crowdsheading  to  Kilrush,  and  learning  their  object,  he  prudently 
returned  with  the  Sub-Inspector.  Seeing  the  complexion  of  matters  at  the 
workhouse,  where  the  mob  had  increased  to  about  3000,  he  ordered  up  the 
police,  and  subsequently  the  detachment  of  troops  quartered  here. 

The  leaders  of  the  mob  seeing  that  measures  were  taken  to  repress  any 
attempt  at  violence,  left  the  miserable  and  really  destitute  to  gain  admission 
alter  being  nearly  trampled  to  death.  The  sufferings  of  the  aged  and  infirm 
women  and  infants,  trampled  upon  and  trodden  down,  were  really  heartrending. 
About  300  were  subsequently  admitted. 

Colonel  Vandeleur’s  return  was  most  providential,  as  I fear  no  other  magis- 
trate (though  another  was  present)  could  have  been  found  to  act;  and  the 
consequences  of  any  success  on  the  part  of  such  a mob,  would  have  been  most 
isastrous.  Colonel  Vandeleur’s  conduct  was  prompt  and  energetic,  and  had 
the  best  result.  r ° 

From  the  spirit  displayed  by  some  of  the  people’s  guides,  I see  little  prospect 
01  .aa.  preserved  here,  without  the  presence  of  a paid 

magistrate  m the  Union  or  district.  The  very  few  magistrates  within  reach. 
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may  be  quite  equal  to  routine  duty ; but  without  offering  the  slightest  reflection 
upon  their  general  efficiency  and  attention,  I must  add  my  honest  opinion, 
that  Colonel  Vandeleur  is  the  only  one  who  can  be  reckoned  upon,  on  an 
emergency.  I feel  confident  that  but  for  his  opportune  arrival  yesterday,  the 
workhouse  would  have  been  sacked  before  another  magistrate  could  have  been 
found  to  act. 

The  police  conducted  themselves  admirably,  and  remained  to  a late  hour, 
when  the  mob  dispersed. 

The  fact  that  only  about  300  out  of  3000  applied  to  come  into  the  house, 
denotes  the  object  of  the  demonstration. 

The  prompt  measures  taken  to  repress  outrage  will,  I am  sure,  save  all 
parties  future  trouble. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  12,  1847. 

The  Kilrush  Board  of  Guardians  have  resolved  to  rent  a house  imme- 
diately adjoining  the  workhouse,  for  the  accommodation  of  some  classes  of  the 
children.  They  are  at  the  same  time  desirous  of  renting  some  land  belonging 
to  it  which  also  adjoins  the  workhouse  walls.  The  farm  contains  about  12  or 
14  acres ; would  the  Commissioners  sanction  this? 

The  land  at  present  in  their  occupation  is  well  managed  and  productive ; 
but  by  no  means  sufficient  in  extent  to  employ  the  able-bodied  inmates  of  the 
house. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  18,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for 
Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
12th  instant,  in  which  you  inquire  whether  they  would  sanction  the  renting  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Kilrush  Union  of  12  or  14  acres  of  land  adjoining 
the  workhouse ; and  in  reference  thereto,  I am  to  state  that  a greater  quantity 
than  15  statute  acres,  exclusive  of  the  ground  actually  covered  by  the  work- 
house  buildings,  cannot  legally  be  held  with  any  workhouse,  and  that  of  the 
15  acres,  12  must  be  actually  attached  to,  or  as  the  expression  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  is,  occupied  with  the  workhouse.  The  Commissioners  will  readily 
give  their  sanction  to  the  taking  land  annexed  to  the  workhouse,  and  the  hired 
house  of  Kilrush  Union,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  15  acres. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  16,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  refer  you  to  the  usual  minutes  for  the  proceedings 
of  the  Kilrush  Board  of  Guardians,  whose  weekly  meeting  I attended 
yesterday. 

The  necessity  for  applying  for  a sealed  order  to  authorize  out-door  relief  to  the 
able-bodied  was  unanimously  concurred  in.  I unhesitatingly  state  my  opinion 
that  it  is  a measure  of  absolute  necessity,  and  one  which  it  would  be  impru- 
dent and  impolitic  to  defer.  A good  deal  of  management  has  been  necessary, 
to  render  the  workhouse  available  so  long.  The  necessary  relief  may  be 
gradually  given,  and  if  possible  obviate  the  evil  of  a popular  rush,  which  is  no 
trifling  consideration  where  such  a lawless  and  reckless  mass  of  destitute  is  to 
be  dealt  with. 

I would  beg  any  instructions  as  to  the  rules  and  regulations  under  which  out- 
door relief  to  able-bodied  will  be  issued. 

The  workhouse  and  extra  accommodation  hired  contained  this  morning, 
1708  souls.  ■ I was  present  with  three  Guardians  till  a late  hour  last  night, 
admitting  paupers,  the  majority  of  them  being  in  such  a lamentable  state,  that 
they  could  not  have  been  refused  admission  but  with  the  certainty  of  star- 
vation. 

About  130  wall  be  discharged  to-day,  who  may  (by  a stretch)  be  considered 
as  aged  or  infirm  with  helpless  dependents.  There  is  sufficient  dormitory 
room,  and  by  day  I keep  the  men  working  out  of  doors  in  gangs,  under  a paid 
superintendent.  I regret  to  see  a marked  disinclination  to  labour,  and  the 
superintendent  with  difficulty  obtains  any  fair  amount  of  work  from  them. 

3 D 2 
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I have  at  length  procured  the  removal  of  the  fever  patients  from  the  work- 
house  to  other  premises  which  have  been  comfortably  fitted  up.  The 
difficulty  I experienced  in  accomplishing  this  act  of  common  sense  and  common 
prudence  is  incredible.  I had  the  active  obstruction  of  some  and  the  apathy  of 
all  to  contend  with.  I was  obliged  to  see  the  carts’  load  of  suffering  creatures 
loaded  and  unloaded,  and  actually  obliged  to  give  them  personal  assistance  off 
the  carts,  as  I could  not  procure  a man  to  aid  them  and  the  nurses  were  in 
some  cases  unequal  to  it. 

The  premises  for  the  accommodation  of  a number  of  children  are  in  a state 
of  forwardness,  and  will  be  ready  for  their  reception  in  a day  or  two. 

By  the  adoption  of  these  measures,  the  workhouse  will  be  rendered  exten- 
sively available  for  the  testing  of  the  able-bodied,  and  I would  desire  even  more 
extended  accommodation  for  this  purpose,  if  possible. 

The  attempted  fraud  and  imposture,  with  a view  to  getting  out-door  relief, 
are  most  disgusting  and  discouraging,  and  the  efforts  to  evade  the  clause  forbid- 
ding relief  to  landholders  increasing. 

They  are  too  often  assisted  in  these  attempts  by  persons  laying  claim  to 
respectability,  after  having  squeezed  their  last  farthing  as  rent. 

I have  taken  every  precaution  to  defeat  such  attempts. 

There  is  an  utter  absence  of  employment  of  any  kind,  and  the  idea  seems  to 
be  abandoned  by  the  poor  themselves.  A few  days  since  a large  number  of 
spades  were  required  for  the  paupers  trenching  the  workhouse  ground ; and  on 
inquiry  I ascertained  that  any  number  up  to  some  hundreds,  could  be  obtained 
second  hand  (but  good  as  new)  from  pawnbrokers  and  others  in  the  town  for 
7d  each.  Sold  or  pawned  by  their  indolent  or  despairing  owners. 

A reference  to  the  minutes  will  show  how  satisfactorily  the  rate  is  beiiw 
collected  from  a population  little  above  the  class  of  paupers.  Knowing  the 
importance  the  Commissioners  attach  to  this  branch  of  my  duty,  I spare  no 
effort,  personal  or  otherwise,  to  accomplish  it.  I keep  myself  in  constant  per- 
sonal communication  with  the  “ collectors,”  and  have  succeeded  with  many 
recusants,  after  a quiet  remonstrance,  accompanied  by  an  assurance  that  the  law 
would  be  enforced. 

The  tide  of  destitution  is  rolling  steadily  on ; those  who  are  evicted,  or  whose 
stock  is  exhausted,  dropping  in  daily.  The  number  of  utterly  destitute  in 
spring  will  include  a very  large  proportion  of  the  population.  The  amount  of 
iood  and  funds  required  will  be  large,  but  beyond  this  it  will  only  require  hard 
work  and  unflinching  firmness  and  decision  to  keep  matters  straight.  I can, 
fiowev  er,  see  no  prospect  of  a speedy  amendment ; a great  breadth  of  the  land  is 
in  stubble,  and  this  they  have  no  capital  or  manure  to  crop,  and  worse  still  no 
energy. 

Fever  is  I regret  to  say,  again  upon  the  increase,  and  small-pox  prevails  to  a 
very  considerable  extent. 


Refit  to  the  above: — December  21,  1847. 

I am  to  state  that  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians as  conveyed  m your  report,  and  your  recommendation  thereon,  the  Com- 
missioners have  issued  an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief,  under  the  2nd 
section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  for  a period  of  two  months. 

With  reference  to  your  request  for  instructions  as  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
under  which  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  will  be  issued,  I am  to  forward 
to  you  a copy  of  the  order,  and  to  draw  your  especial  attention  to  the  three 
regulations  prescribed  therein : — 


1.  That  the  relief  which  according  to  the  Act  can  only  be  given  in 

food,  shall,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  in  cooked  food. 

2.  That  every  able-bodied  male  person  relieved  shall,  as  far  as  practi- 

cable,  be  set  to  perform  a task  of  work  during  eight  hours  at  least 
of  every  day  for  which  he  receives  relief. 

3.  That  no  able-bodied  person  who  shall  be  in  employment,  nor  any 

part  of  his  family,  shall  receive  relief  under  the  order. 

lot+Lw1*  l°UJ  f”*er  ^u^orrnati°n  on  this  subject,  I am  to  enclose  a copy  of  a 
i _ winch  the  Commissioners  have  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  in 
lorwarding  the  order  to  them. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — 
December  20,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  a communication  from  their  In- 
spector, Captain  Kennedy,  in  which  he  states  that  the  necessity  for  applying 
for  a sealed  order  to  authorize  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied,  was  unanimously 
concurred  in  by  the  Guardians  of  Kilrush  Union  at  their  weekly  meeting  on 
W ednesday  last. 

The  Commissioners  have  accordingly  issued  an  order,  a copy  of  which  is 
herewith  transmitted,  authorizing  out-door  relief  under  the  2nd  section  of 
the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  for  the  period  of  two  months  from  the  date  of 
the  order. 

The  Guardians  will  observe  that  no  relief  under  this  order  can  be  legally 
given  to  persons  in  employment ; that  such  relief  must  be  in  food  only,  and 
that  no  able-bodied  man  should  receive  relief,  except  in  return  for  work. 

With  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  work  which  should  be  offered  to  able- 
bodied  men,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  recommend  the  setting  able-bodied 
men  to  stone-breaking  by  task-work,  as  a condition  of  relief ; and  as  much  will 
depend  on  the  knowledge,  firmness,  and  discretion  of  those  who  may  be 
appointed  to  superintend  the  stone-breaking,  the  Commissioners  cannot  too 
strongly  urge  the  Guardians  to  be  particularly  careful  in  permitting  themselves 
to  be  influenced  by  no  other  considerations  than  those  of  personal  fitness  in 
selecting  candidates  for  that  highly  important  office. 

The  Commissioners  will  take  this  opportunity  of  observing  that  in  specifying 
the  period  of  eight  hours  at  least  in  the  day,  during  which  every  able-bodied 
pauper  should  be  required  to  work,  they  have  made  allowance  for  the  present 
season  of  the  year,  and  for  the  possible  circumstance  that  some  of  the  able- 
bodied  paupers  may  come  to  the  stone-breaking  from  a considerable  distance. 
It  is  not,  however,  by  any  means  intended  to  prevent  the  Guardians  from 
requiring  work  during  a still  longer  period  of  time.  The  period  of  eight  hours 
is,  in  fact,  the  minimum  space  of  time  in  the  day,  during  which  every  able- 
bodied  pauper  should  give  the  value  of  his  labour  to  his  Union. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  remind  the  Guardians  that  the 
out-door  relief  order  is  merely  temporary,  and  that  they  should  in  the  mean 
while  use  every  possible  exertion  to  obtain  additional  workhouse  accom- 
modation. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  16,  1847. 

In  a former  report  I stated  my  apprehension  that  the  clause  forbidding 
relief  to  holders  of  land,  would  be  extensively  evaded  in  this  Union ; and  I 
have  now  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  Commissioners’  remarks  and  in- 
structions thereon. 

The  system  of  evasion  attempted  is  as  follows : — The  land  in  occupation  of 
four  or  five  persons  is  conveyed,  pro  tem.,  to  one  of  the  party;  while  the 
remainder,  for  a season,  enter  the  workhouse.  I regret  to  say,  that  there  are 
people  of  standing  and  influence  who  give  their  countenance  to  this  system,  and 
give  certificates  and  declarations,”  such  as  those  I enclose,  to  “relieving 
officers.” 


Enclosures. 

Patt  Downs,  of  Ballaha,  makes  and  declares,  if  necessary  on  oath,  that  his  mother, 
widow  John  Downs,  of  said  Ballaha,  has  no  land  or  property,  and  that  she  is  in  great  want  and 
destitution. 

Declared  before  me  this  14th  December,  1847. 

Jonas  Studdart. 

Michael  Tim  Downs  makes  and  declares,  if  necessary  on  oath,  on  behalf  of  his 
mother.  Widow  Thaid  Downs,  that,  she  surrendered  her  land  to  himself  and  deponent,  and  that 
she  has  no  land,  and  is  in  need  of  charity. 

Declared  before  me  this  14th  of  December,  1847. 

Jonas  Studdart. 


Kilrush  Union 
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Kilrush  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — December  20,  1847. 

In  reference  to  the  attempted  evasion  of  the  provisions  of  the  10th 
section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  describing  the  course  adopted  in 
attempting  such  evasions,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  the 
words  of  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act  are  very  general; 
and  the  Commissioners  believe  that  precise  provisions  as  to  what  would  consti- 
tute the  ceasing  to  occupy  land  under  that  section,  were  advisedly  omitted  in 
the  Act,  from  the  extreme  difficulty  of  laying  down  definite  rules  on  the 
subject. 

It  appears  clear  to  the  Commissioners,  that  an  individual  may  cease  to 
occupy  land  colourdbly,  while  in  fact  he  does  occupy  it.  In  such  case  the 
Guardians  should  act  upon  the  reality,  and  not  on  the  pretence,  however 
specious  it  may  be ; but  the  application  of  tins  principle,  in  each  particular 
case,  must  depend  on  the  discrimination  of  the  administrators  of  relief. 

In  the  particular  cases  which  you  have  specified,  the  Commissioners  observe, 
that  the  declarations  are  made  respectively  by  Patt  Downs  and  Tim  Downs, 
on  behalf  of  their  mother ; and  the  latter  states  that  his  mother  surrendered 
her  land  to  himself.  In  this  case,  therefore,  it  is  worthy  of  consideration, 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  57th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  should 
not  be  resorted  to.  That  section  provides,  that  when  any  poor  person  through  old 
age,  infirmity,  or  defect,  shall  be  unable  to  support  himself,  every  child  of  such 
poor  person  shall  be  liable,  according  to  his  ability,  to  support,  or  contribute 
to  support  such  poor  person ; and  that  in  case  relief  shall  be  given  to  such 
poor  person,  two  justices,  on  the  application  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  may 
direct  a sum  not  exceeding  the  cost  price  of  the  relief,  to  be  paid  by  such  child 
to  the  Guardians  ; and  also  to  direct  what  weekly  or  other  periodical  payment 
shall  be  made  by  such  child  to  the  Guardians  in  respect  of  subsequent  relief  to 
such  poor  person : the  sum  so  directed  to  be  paid,  to  be  recoverable  in  the 
same  manner  as  penalties  are  recoverable  under  the  Act. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  23,  1847. 

I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday, 
and  have  the  honour  to  refer  you  to  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings ; which, 
however,  convey  but  an  imperfect  representation. 

The  number  in  the  workhouse  this  day  is  about  1250  : 140  fever  patients  in 
the  temporary  hospital  are  included  in  this  number;  150  children  will  he 
removed  to  separate  premises,  on  this  day  or  to-morrow 

The  number  receiving  ••  out-door  relief' ” is,  in  round  numbers,  7000  : this 
2U{md3  06S  n0t  mclude  any  w^°  are  not  considered  as  belonging  to  Classes  1, 

’ No  relief  has  yet  been  afforded  to  the  “ able-bodied  ” out-doors ; though  the 
Guardians  are  m possession  of  the  “ sealed  order  ” authorizing  such  relief,  it 
will  not  for  the  present  he  resorted  to.  I have  satisfactorily  demonstrated  the 
necessity  of  testing  this  class,  from  the  results  of  the  last  fortnight. 

On  this  day  week  (vide  last  report)  the  inmates  numbered  1708,  and  this 
day  only  125°;  the  reduction  has  been  for  the  most  part  voluntary  since  the 
aWe-bodmd  were  put  to  work  under  a paid  superintendent,  and  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  fact  that  additional  land  had  been  hired  to  emplov  them 
upon.  r J 

On  the  20th  instant,  when  I visited  the  workhouse,  I found  about  200  men 
congregated  in  the  day-room  with  a blazing  fire.  I inquired  why  they  were 
not  at  work,  and  was  answered  by  a universal  clamour,  that  they  were  unable. 
I sent  for  the  medical  officer,  and  had  them  individually  inspected  : about  13 
Seed  t6  Z ° ,e.  were  passed  by  him  as  infirm.  The  remainder  I 

: • till  T ^ °<  ''0rk  m tbe  ixux‘  breaking  stones,  under  gangsmen ; re- 

7 14  ■epeia-tl0’1;  at  the  same  time-  “Plaining  that  their 
rations  wouid  be  stopped.  if  a fair  amount  of  work  were  not  done.  The  result 

fhrirA  K°f  th!?e  men  and  their  families,  to  the  number  of  100,  demanded 
their  discharge  that  evening,  and  121  more  on  the  following  day. 

sitv  or  intmHoW  * that  thle?  Per?ons  came  into  the  house  without  any  neces- 
sity or  intention  of  staymg,  but  in  the  expectation  of  being  discharged  on  " out- 
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door  relief.”  When  the  house  became  crowded  many  of  them  candidly 
avowed  it. 

I have  no  doubt  that  an  organized  plan  to  swamp  the  house  in  this  manner 
has  been  suggested  to  the  people,  and  was  for  the  first  time  attempted  on  the 
5th  instant,  (vide  my  report  of  that  date),  and  was  only  defeated  by  the  ener- 
getic measures  adopted. 

Many  come  into  the  house,  who,  on  being  searched,  possess  sums  of  money 
varying  from  Is.  to  8s.  and  10s.,  and  one  inmate  of  the  workhouse  not  many 
days  ago,  laid  a complaint  of  having  been  robbed  of  25s.  in  the  house. 

A woman  was  found  to  have  a quantity  of  dried  mackerel  bandaged  round 
her  waist,  and  2s.  tied  up  in  her  hair  ! She  was  brought  to  me  by  the  matron, 
and  being  questioned,  said,  “It  was  just  to  keep  the  children  in  the  house  till 
“ her  husband  got  out-door  relief!  ” 

A man  came  to  the  hotel  where  I lodged  on  Tuesday  last,  and  attracted  a 
crowd  by  his  lamentations  and  pitiable  tale ; begging  I would  “ get  him  the 
“ relief  ” to  save  him  from  starving.  He  asseverated,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  that  one  of  his  children  was  lying  at  home  “ dead  of  starvation,”  and 
that  the  others  were  little  removed  from  it,  and  “ declared  to  his  God  he  had 
“ not  tasted  food  for  24  hours.”  I doubted  his  overdrawn  picture,  and 
brought  him  to  the  workhouse  promising  relief;  arrived  there,  I had  him 
searched,  and  found  Is.  7d.  in  his  pocket ! the  Chairman  of  the  Guardians  and 
the  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  were  present.  I exposed  him  to  a multitude  of 
applicants  at  the  door,  who  seemed  to  sympathize  at  the  failure  of  his  dis- 
graceful fraud. 

This  gross  and  wholesale  imposture  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  mass  of  mi- 
doubted  and  daily  increasing  destitution  on  the  other,  are  most  perplexing, 
consuming  an  incredible  amount  of  time,  and  frequently  delaying  relief  to  real 
objects, 

I intend  suggesting  the  hiring  of  further  accommodation  to  test  the  able- 
bodied,  as  soon  as  we  are  more  pressed.  I however  find  a difficulty  in  getting 
anything  done  till  it  is  actually  required ; foresight  and  arrangement  are  not 
characteristics  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  I have  daily  evidence  of  the 
necessity  of  resisting  out-door  relief  to  this  class. 

The  rates  are  being  collected  most  satisfactorily  ; 200/.  were  collected  by  one 
collector  in  a rural  district  in  10  days.  I still  give  this  matter  my  utmost 
attention.  I find  personal  supervision  does  wonders  in  getting  money  in 
districts  where  I was,  “ assured,  on  the  best  authority,  that  no  rate  could  be 
collected.” 

The  relieving  officers  are,  with  one  exception,  working  fairly ; those  who 
act  conscientiously  have  a most  arduous  task.  I will  bring  the  one  I consider 
unfit  under  the  notice  of  the  Guardians.  He  is  a worn-out  old  man  incapable 
of  keeping  any  book  of  account. 

The  schools  are  broken  up  till  the  3rd  January,  when  I intend  commencing 
the  relief  to  children  attending  them,  who  are  destitute. 

In  a recent  visit  to  the  division  of  Kilmacduane,  Kilmurry,  and  Killard, 
I was  really  scared  by  the  extent  of  misery  and  destitution. 

The  fishermen  are  particularly  to  be  commiserated,  the  gaining  a livelihood 
■with  them  is  dependent  upon  the  weather,  and  they  are  sometimes  for  days 
without  food  ; their  nets  and  tackle  pawned,  or  worn  out,  and  they  themselves 
half  naked ; they  are  a peaceable,  patient,  and  well  disposed  class,  though  not 
exempt  from  the  general  failing  of  indolence  and  want  of  energy. 

Fever  is  on  the  increase  though  of  a mild  type ; and  dysentery  is  making 
considerable  ravages. 

The  house  is  ill  regulated  and  the  master  incompetent. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  27,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  issued  an  order  by  this  evening’s  post,  removing 
the  master  of  the  workhouse  from  Ins  office ; and  they  trust  that  this  will 
have,  to  a certain  extent,  the  effect  of  enabling  the  Guardians  to  make  the 
workhouse  a more  efficient  test  of  destitution,  and  to  counteract  the  attempts 
which  may  be  made  to  fill  it-by  applicants  for  relief,  who  have  means  at  their 
disposal  for  their  own  maintenance. 


Kilrush  Union. 
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The  Commissioners  rely  on  your  using  every  effort  to  impress  upon  the 
Guardians  the  importance  of  their  selecting  an  efficient  successor  to  the  present 
master. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners: — December  24,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated 
22nd  instant,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a report  of  Mr.  Channel-,  sub-inspector  of  a 
constabulary,  relative  to  the  death  of  “John  Reidy,”  of  the  parish  of  Kil- 
macduane,  in  this  Union ; and  whose  death,  it  is  alleged,  was  caused  by  star- 
vation. 

Before  I enter  into  the  details  of  this  case,  I must  correct  Mr.  Channel-  in, 
I am  sure,  an  unintentional  error.  Mr.  Channel-  states, — “ the  circumstance 
“ has  been  reported  to  Colonel  Vandeleur  and  Captain  Kennedy,  Poor  Law 
“ Inspector  of  this  Union,  who  remarked,  that  the  said  John  Lillis  (relieving 
“ officer)  was  very  culpable  in  neglecting  deceased’s  application.”  I had  no 
communication  with  Mr.  Channel-  on  the  subject,  and  never  entertained  nor 
expressed  the  opinion  attributed  to  me. 

The  circumstances  of  the  case  are  as  follows: — On  Monday  night,  the  13th 
instant,  Reidy’s  wife  met  John  Lillis,  the  relieving  officer,  at  7 o’clock,  p.  m., 
returning  from  the  Kilrush  poor-house,  and  applied  for  relief ; stating  that  her 
husband  was  unable  to  attend  at  Cooraclave  in  person,  owing  to  his  delicate 
state  of  health.  Lillis  immediately  took  down  her  application,  and  alleges 
(vide  letter  marked  A,)  that  he  gave  her  4 d.  Reidy  died  suddenly  that  night, 
and  the  following  day  the  inquest  was  held  which  has  given  rise  to  this 
inquiry. 

I proceeded  to  the  neighbourhood  and  made  every  inquiry,  and  ascertained 
that  Reidy  had,  in  addition  to  great  destitution,  been  long  ailing,  or  what  is 
termed  here,  “ a delicate  man,”  which  means  any  kind  or  any  stage  of  internal 
ailment.  He  died,  as  stated,  suddenly  ; the  coroner  was  very  alert,  and  on  the 
opinion  of  a very  young  medical  practitioner,  brought  in  the  verdict  stated,  but 
without  any  post-mortem  examination  having  been  made. 

The  deceased  was  destitute,  as  thousands  are,  without  any  visible  means  of 
living,  but  neither  Reidy  or  any  other  proper  object  has  been  refused  admission 
to  the  workhouse,  or  out-door  relief  as  the  case  might  justify. 

I conscientiously  believe  that  Reidy’s  death  was  caused  by  disease,  more  than 
probably  aggravated  by  want. 

With  regard  to  any  degree  of  blame  which  may  attach  to  the  relieving 
officer,  I have  only  to  observe,  that  the  wholesale  imposture  and  misrepre- 
sentation resorted  to,  oblige  these  officers  to  be  most  careful  in  taking  appli- 
cations, and  render  each  case  a species  of  trial,  before  the  truth  can  be  arrived 
at. 

I mentioned  a case  in  my  last  weekly  report,  where  a man  alleged  that  one 
s children  was  lying  dead  of  starvation,  and  the  others  on  the  verge  of  it, 
and  that  he  had  not  tasted  food  for  24  hours,  and  complained  of  the  relieving 
ofiker.  I doubted  his  tale,  searched  him  and  found  Is.  Id.  in  his  pocket ! ° 

These  are  daily,  hourly  occurrences,  and  no  shame  is  betrayed  on  detection. 
The  Catholic  chaplain  and  the  Chairman  of  Guardians  were  present. 

I enclose  the  relieving  officer's  explanation  and  1 do  not  consider  him 
justly  blameable. 

Enclosure. 

(A.) 

Honoured  Sir,  Workhouse,  Kilrush,  December  18,  1847. 

• u ;*TT\:ND  on  Monclays  'n  Cooraclave,  in  my  district,  to  receive  applications.  On  the 
m£L  1 p n [,onday,the  13th  instant,  at  so  late  an  hour  as  7 o’clock,  on  my  way  home,  1 met  the 
wile  ot  John  Reidy,  of  Calinquinie,  (who  is  alleged  died  by  starvation,)  and  I went  into  the 
next  house  and  received  her  application.  She  stated  to  me  that  her  husband  was  a delicate 
man  an  unable  to  come  to  Cooraclave  to  make  his  application  before  that  time.  She  also 
!*.u  s e was  at  my  house  some  time  before,  and  that  I was  gone  to  Kilmikil,  my  other  district. 

t was  impossible  for  me  to  be  able  to  ascertain  that  Reidy  was  in  a very  bad  state,  as  the  time 
was  so  limited,  having  but  the  one  day  between  her  applicaiion  and  the  Board  day;  besides, 
a inquime  is  a long  distance  from  me,  and  having  as  many  bad  calls  in  iny  district  as  I 
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could  attend  to  on  Tuesday,  Reidy  was  returned  on  the  last  Board  day,  and  I gave  his  wife  an 
order  for  meal  on  Thursday  last. 

John  Lillis,  Relieving  Overseer. 

N.B.  I believe  Reidy  died  on  Monday  night,  and  that  evening  I gave  his  wife  4 d. 


Copt  of  Constabulary  Report  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Report, 

December  1 7,  1847. 

1 hAVE  to  report  that  on  the  12th  instant,  about  12  o’clock  noon,  John  Reidy,  aged  50 
years,  died  suddenly  at  Acres. 

He  was  by  trade  a labourer,  but  had  not  received  any  employment  since  the  termination  of 
public  works  in  this  district,  and  had  no  land  or  other  means  of  subsistence;  he  had  a wife 
and  three  clildren,  and  applied  twice  during  the  last  fortnight  for  relief  or  admission  into  the 
poor-house,  to  John  Lillis  relieving  officer  for  the  parish  of  Kilmacduane,  who  it  appears 
neglected  his  application,  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  he  died  from  want. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  view  of  the  body,  14th  instant,  by  John  Lucas,  Esq.,  coroner,  when 
the  following  verdict  was  returned,  viz. : — “ That  John  Reidy  came  by  his  death  at  Acres 
on  the  12th  day  of  December,  1847,  from  starvation.” 

The  circumstance  has  been  reported  to  Colonel  Vandeleur  and  Captain  Kennedy,  Poor 
Law  Inspector  of  this  Union,  who  remarked  that  said  John  Lillis  was  very  culpable  in  neg- 
lecting deceased’s  application. 

William  Channer. 

The  Inspector ‘General,  ltf  Sub -Inspector. 

Sfc.  §-c.  (j-c. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  30,  1847. 

I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yester- 
day, and  for  their  proceedings  have  the  honour  to  refer  you  to  the  usual 
minutes. 

The  medical  officer  and  Committee,  after  due  examination  of  the  house  and 
hired  premises,  consider  them  fitted  to  contain  the  following  numbers : — The 
house,  1100;  temporary  fever  hospital,  150;  hired  house,  80;  making  in  all 
1330.  I consider  this  a very  reasonable  estimate,  when  the  house  is  properly 
managed. 

The  total  in  the  whole  premises  this  day  was  1222.  About  20  able-bodied 
paupers,  with  their  families,  have  claimed  their  discharge  this  day,  which  will 
reduce  the  number  about  80. 

These  persons  came  in  for  the  purpose  of  qualifying  for  out-door  relief,  and 
finding  no  immediate  probability  of  succeeding  in  their  object,  left  the  house 
voluntarily,  without  it.  A large  number  have  quitted  during  the  week  from 
the  same  causes  and  on  the  same  conditions.  The  being  put  to  work,  and 
obliged  to  observe  personal  cleanliness,  are  conditions  they  will  not  submit  to, 
unless  they  are  absolutely  destitute. 

Every  day’s  experience  convinces  me  of  the  danger  of  giving  out-door  relief 
to  any  of  this  class,  and  the  necessity  of  resisting  to  the  utmost  limit  which 
prudence  or  humanity  will  justify. 

No  out-door  relief  lias  yet  been  given  to  able-bodied  in  this  Union,  and  as 
the  house  becomes  crowded,  I purpose,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Chairman 
and  Committee,  to  discharge  a few  daily,  as  necessity  may  arise,  and  thus 
have  the  house  available  for  all  new  applicants.  This  mode  of  dealing  with 
the  able-bodied  class  will  prevent  the  general  rush  which  would  surely  result, 
either  from  a closing  of  the  house  or  their  discharge  in  large  number.  It  will 
also  enable  me  to  get  on  by  degrees  the  undoubtedly  destitute  of  the  able-bodied 
class,  instead  of  being  at  once  swamped  by  numbers,  as  in  some  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Unions. 

I had  difficulty  in  inducing  the  Guardians  to  adopt  this  system  ; trouble  to 
the  officers,  irregularity,  danger  of  infection,  &c.,  were  urged  against  it.  The 
results  have,  however,  convinced  my  most  stubborn  opponents.  They  are  in 
consequence,  become  more  hopeful  and  act  more  efficiently. 

Almost  all  the  impotent  (who  are  destitute)  are  now  on  the  out-door  relief 
list.  There  has  been  no  serious  increase  of  number  since  my  last  report.  They 
receive  relief  in  food  only,  and  are  quite  content  with  their  allowance  of  meal. 
Their  habitually  wretched  scale  of  existence  renders  them  content  with  any- 
thing, and  fuel  fortunately  costs  them  nothing. 


Kilrush.  Union. 
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; Kilrush  Union.  While  the  expenditure  is  being  kept  right  within  reasonable  bounds,  I am 
straining  every  effort  to  get  in  the  rates. 

The  rate-collectors  are  doing  their  duty  most  satisfactorily.  At  the  audit 
on  the  28th  instant,  763/.  had  been  collected  in  little  more  than  a week,  which 
I consider  a very  good  collection  in  such  a district. 

The  relieving  officers  are  working  fairly,  but  still  improper  objects  get  upon 
their  lists.  To  rectify  this,  I have  induced  the  Guardians  to  have  printed  lists 
of  those  receiving  relief  placarded  in  each  district,  with  an  invitation  to  the 
rate-payers  to  point  out  any  improper  cases  to  the  relieving  officer  or  clerk  of 
Guardians.  I anticipate  this  will  act  as  a most  wholesome  check. 

There  is  a growing  and  disgraceful  tendency,  on  the  part  of  children  who 
have  ample  means,  to  throw  their  aged  or  helpless  parents  on  public  relief, 
frequently  after  the  parents  have  given  them  up  their  land. 

I have  brought  the  matter  under  notice  of  the  Guardians,  who  are  deter- 
mined to  enforce  the  law  in  this  respect. 

I have  received  funds  from  the  British  Relief  Association  for  the  relief  of 
destitute  children  attending  the  schools,  and  I hope  to  commence  issuing 
rations  as  soon  as  the  schools  re-assemble  after  Christmas. 

Fever  and  dysentery  are  on  the  increase,  and  are  making  extensive  ravages. 
Two  relieving  officers,  the  matron,  and  assistant  master  of  the  workhouse,  are 
all  stricken  down  in  fever.  The  illness  of  three  officers  under  present  circum- 
stances, adds  seriously  to  my  labours. 

I have  been  witness  to  some  wretched  scenes  during  the  week,  in  the  rural 
districts.  Such  is  the  popular  terror  of  infection,  that  once  attacked  the  help- 
less patients  are  deserted  by  their  nearest  kin  in  many  instances.  The  utmost 
assistance  they  receive  is  som£  water  and  a scanty  supply  of  food  left  at  the 
door  by  their  miscalled  neighbours,  till  they  are  found  by  the  relieving 
officers,  when  their  case  is  all  but  hopeless. 

I went  into  a house  with  a relieving  officer  a few  days  since,  and  found 
the  mother  and  three  children  stricken  in  fever  at  one  side  of  the  cabin  ; the 
father,  with  a child  who  had  been  dead  three  days,  at  the  other. 

These  horrors  are  too  frequent,  and  almost  impossible  to  prevent. 

The  mortality  is  certainly  very  great.  On  visiting  the  fever  hospital  a few 
days  since,  I found  eight  dead,  the  mortality  of  one  night ; the  nurses,  attend- 
ants, &c.,  are  all  scared,  and  are  with  difficulty  induced  to  perform  their 
duties.  I fear  we  shall  soon  require  further  accommodation.  I cannot  conceal 
from  myself  that  numbers  must  perish  in  spite  of  every  effort : they  linger  on 
in  their  miserable  unventilated  hovels,  till  their  cases  are  beyond  hope,  before 
they  apply  for  relief  or  admission.  The  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  truth 
also  adds  to  suffering ; for  there  are  hundreds  of  cases  simulated  with  a view 
to  imposing  upon  relieving  officers. 

Funerals,  which  were  formerly  a popular  pastime  and  re-union,  are  now 
hardly  attended  by  relatives.  Wakes  are  of  rare  occurrence.  Fear  of  infec- 
tion and  want  of  novelty  have  reduced  them  to  the  number  only  sufficient  to 
carry  to  the  grave  and  bury  their  dead, 

Some  activity  is  being  shown  in  agricultural  matters,  innumerable  patches 
are  preparing  for  potatoes,  and  I have  no  doubt  they  will  plant  this  crop  to  the 
utmost  extent  of  their  ability.  I expect  also  to  see  a large  proportion  of  beans 
planted. 

Much  of  the  prevalent  dysentery  is,  I am  confident,  induced  by  the  use  of 
half-cooked  Indian  meal.  No  effort  or  instruction  will  induce  them  to  boil  it, 
or  steep  it  sufficiently.  I found  difficulty  in  making  them  do  so,  even  in  the 
workhouse. 

We  are  collecting  funds  satisfactorily,  and  I trust  and  believe  disbursing 
them  judiciously,  and  with  as  much  economy  as  such  a deplorable  state  of 
things  will  permit. 

I would  beg  to  be  put  in  communication  with  the  proper  authority  to  secure 
an  efficient  schoolmaster  from  the  training  school,  which  the  Guardians  have 
authorized  me  to  do  : 20/.  per  annum  and  rations  are  the  terms  offered. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  1,  1848. 

On  the  other  side  is  the  copy  of  a notice  found  posted  on  Golonel 
Vandeleur’s  gate  last  night.  It  will  no  doubt  reach  the  Commissioners  through 
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another  channel,  and  I deem  it  proper  you  should  have  the  earliest  intimation 
of  it,  as  they  have  honoured  me  by  a notice.  It  speaks  for  itself.  I,  of  course, 
treat  it  with  the  most  sincere  contempt,  and  do  not  desire  it  to  be  noticed  in 
any  way ; with  me  it  is  “ all  in  the  way  of  business but  with  Colonel  Van- 
deleur it  is  far  different.  He  devotes  his  time  almost  exclusively  to  Union 
business  in  the  most  untiring  maimer,  and  certainly  deserves  a far  different 
return  from  the  cowardly  vagabonds  who  have  thus  threatened  his  life.  He 
has,  since  I came  here,  done  his  duty,  as  Chairman  of  the  Guardians,  conscien- 
tiously and  fearlessly ; without  him  the  Board  would  fall  to  pieces. 

As  for  myself  I intend  following  the  instructions  laid  down  for  me,  and 
persevering  in  a conscientious  performance  of  my  duty ; I heed  their  miserable 
threats  as  much  as  I despise  their  popularity,  which  is  only  to  be  gained  by 
an  abandonment  of  duty. 

Enclosure. 

Verbatim  Copy  of  a Notice  posted  on  Colonel  Vandeleur’s  gate  on  the  evening  of 
31st  December,  1847. 

Take  Notice  Crofton  Vandeleure  if  you  dont  change  your  mind  and  give  Relive  to 
the  Young  as  well  as  the  Old,  and  not  to  put  a stop  to  the  Publicke  Worke  as  you  are,  and 
also  Caplin  Kenidy  if  ye  dont  be  said  by  this  Notice  believe  me  I will  do  with  you  as  I did 
with  Pirce  Carrige,  so  have  your  Wills  made  in  time. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  3,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  deepest  regret  of  the  Commissioners  at  learning 
that  any  attempt  should  have  been  made,  by  a threatening  notice,  to  intimidate 
Colonel  Vandeleur,  the  value  of  whose  services,  as  Chairman  of  the  Kilrush 
Board  of  Guardians,  the  Commissioners  highly  appreciate. 

The  Commissioners  also  regret  that  you  yourself  should  have  been  exposed 
to  a similar  attempt  at  intimidation. 

The  Commissioners  will  send  a copy  of  the  notice  and  of  your  report  to 
his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners: — January  4,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3rd 
instant,  and  with  reference  thereto  beg  to  add  the  following  particulars  for  the 
Commissioners’  information. 

Four  persons,  James  Hearse,  John  McMahon,  Michael  Duggan,  and 
Laurence  Shanahan,  were  this  day  committed  to  Ennis  Gaol  to  take  their  trial 
for  posting  a threatening  notice,  and  conspiring  to  shoot  C.  M.  Vandeleur,  Esq., 
and  myself.  One  of  the  party,  Brooks,  a pedlar,  is  still  at  large. 

The  evidence  against  them  is  a man  named  Curtin,  corroborated  by  an 
elderly  woman,  a lodger  in  his  house.  The  following  is  a summary  of  his 
evidence,  as  taken  by  Mr.  Bell,  R.M. 

Curtin  states  Brooks  and  Duggan  came  to  his  house  about  a-week  ago,  and 
borrowed  a pistol.  Curtin  asked  for  what  purpose  ? they  replied  he  would 
hear  about  it  before  long.  On  the  night  the  notice  was  posted,  Curtin  took  his 
donkey  to  drink  at  the  river  which  runs  by  Mr.  Vandeleur’s  gate,  and  while  so 
occupied  saw  five  men  together  close  to  the  gate,  three  of  whom  went  forward 
and  posted  a paper  upon  it 

On  retiring  they  discovered  Curtin,  and  one  of  the  party,  thinking  they  had 
been  watched,  pointed  a pistol  at  him,  when  he  was  recognised  by  Duggan, 
and  saved  from  violence  on  his  declaring  he  had  seen  nothing. 

Some  hours  after  this  the  whole  party  went  to  Curtin’s  house,  placed  him 
on  his  knees  and  swore  him,  that  he  would  never  divulge  what  they  supposed 
he  had  seen,  threatening  to  shoot  him  if  he  did  so.  They  then  communicated 
their  intention  of  shooting  Mr.  Vandeleur,  if  public  work  were  not  imme- 
diately given,  as  they  believed  he  had  stopped  it ; and  also  to  shoot  me  if  I did 
not  give  relief  to  young  (i.  e.  able-bodied)  as  well  as  old.  They  were  sure  the 
country  would  he  better  without  us  both.  Two  of  the  party  undertook  to- 
settle  us,  and  the  plan  proposed  was,  as  they  knew  Mr.  Vandeleur  and  myself 
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never  left  the  workhouse  till  seven  or  eight  o’clock,  p.  m.,  on  Board  days,  and 
generally  came  into  the  town  together,  one  of  their  party  was  to  watch  us 
leaving  and  run  before  to  tell  the  two  who  were  to  lay  in  wait  for  us. 

Curtin’s  evidence  is  clear  and  circumstantial,  and  I entertain  no  doubt  of  the 
intention  of  these  miserable  miscreants. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  has  done  Curtin  a kindness  in  supporting  his  wife  and  family 
while  he  was  long  sick  in  hospital,  and  to  this  he  probably  owes  his  life. 

I went  into  the  Bridewell  this  morning  and  immediately  recognised  all  four 
as  persons  who  had  applied  for  out-door  relief ; two  of  whom  made  themselves 
remarkable  by  being  unusually  importunate,  and  one,  if  not  two,  had  left  the 
workhouse  voluntarily.  They  were  all  of  the  able-bodied  class. 

The  fact  of  some  neighbouring  Unions  giving  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied 
makes  our  position  here  more  difficult.  One  sturdy  vagabond  applied  to  me 
the  other  day,  I explained  the  law,  and  offered  him  the  workhouse  ; he  replied, 
“They  all  get  the  Government  relief  at  Ennis,  and  if  wc  had  Father  Sheehan, 
(Roman  Catholic  curate,  Ennis,)  we  would  all  soon  have  it  here.” 

I may  remark  that  no  proper  object  has  been  refused  relief  either  in  or  out 
of  the  workhouse. 

I very  much  fear,  that  some  persons  are  inducing  the  popular  belief  that 
Colonel  Vandeleur  and  myself  are  the  only  obstacles  to  general  and  indiscrimi- 
nate relief. 

While  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the  line  I have  adopted,  I am  very 
indifferent  to  threats  which  I have  no  fear  of  being  executed. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  7,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  will  send  a copy  of  your  report  to  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  5,  1848. 

I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this 
day.  The  Chairman,  C.  M.  Vandeleur,  Esq.,  was  absent  for  the  first  time 
since  I came  to  the  Union,  being  confined  to  the  house  by  illness.  The 
marked  change  in  the  demeanour  of  the  Board  was  striking. 

Much  practical  and  most  important  business  was  left  unattended  to,  and 
about  100  all  but  naked  applicants  left  shivering  in  the  cold,  while  tenant-right 
was  being  discussed. 

Some  stormy  and  threatening  speeches  relating  to  the  removal  of  the  work- 
house  master  were  indulged  in,  and  one  member  of  the  Board  (Mr.  Gibson), 
called  upon  the  reporter,  who  was  present,  to  publish  the  names  of  all  those 
members  who  differed  from  him  on  the  subject  of  a proposed  increase  of  salary 
to  the  medical  officers. 

Popular  execration  and  intimidation  are  the  two  great  engines  here.  De- 
prived of  their  chairman,  the  Board  is  entirely  unmanageable,  and  unequal  to 
the  discharge  of  any  public  business  ; very  few  of  them  are  even  imperfectly 
acquainted  with  the  law  they  are  called  upon  to  administer  or  the  regulations 
they  are  to  observe.  A marked  and  senseless  hostility  to  the  Commissioners  is 
evinced  upon  every  opportunity. 

After  a day’s  violent  brawling  and  speech-making,  all  took  their  departure, 
leaving  two  Guardians  and  myself  till  a late  hour  to  do  the  business  and  admit 
the  paupers. 

The  number  in  the  house  this  day,  amounted  to  936 ; of  this  number  169 
were  in  fever  and  40  labouring  under  other  diseases.  The  admissions  were,  I 
think,  under  100 ; many  of  this  number  will  probably  leave  to-morrow,  having 
come  in  expecting  “ out-door  relief.” 

Many  complaints  are  preferred  against  the  relieving  officers,  alleged  with 
bitterness  and  defended  with  partiality.  The  difficulty  of  arriving  at  facts  is  in- 
credible, and  even  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  inculcate  truth  and  charity,  are  fre- 
quently wide  of  both. 

The  mortality  in  Killeard,  Kilmurry,  and  Kilmacduane  divisions  is  startling. 
Many  alleged  cases  of  starvation,  and  undoubted  cases  of  coffinless  burials  stated. 
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Yet,  I believe,  the  relieving  officers  of  these  divisions  do  their  duty  fairly,  and 
offer  the  workhouse  to  those  whom  the  law  does  not  warrant  them  in  relieving 
out  of  doors. 

The  mortality  in  the  temporary  hospital  is  also  very  serious,  and,  to  me,  un- 
accountable. I frequently  see  patients,  who  appear  to  be  in  a fair  way  of 
recovery  in  the  afternoon,  dead  the  following  morning.  Coffinless  burials  in 
the  country  are  becoming  daily  more  frequent,  as  well  as  a matter  of  greater 
indifference ; and  the  law  does  not  afford  any  means  that  I am  aware  of,  to 
remedy  the  matter.  Resident  gentry  and  charity  are  scarce. 

I find  the  greatest  difficulty  in  preventing  landholders  from  taking  temporary 
shelter  in  the  workhouse  or  getting  out-door  relief,  as  the  case  may  be ; and 
I can  only  prevent  the  relieving  officers  being  influenced,  by  holding  out  a 
threat  of  immediate  dismissal  by  the  Commissioners  in  any  case  I can  bring 
home  to  them. 

The  rates  are  still  being  satisfactorily  collected,  and  without  any  general  or 
serious  opposition. 

The  suffering  and  privation  the  people  will  undergo,  sooner  than  have 
recourse  to  the  workhouse,  are  wonderful ; cleanliness  and  discipline  are  less 
supportable  than  poverty.  The  destitution  and  suffering  cannot  be  well  over- 
rated ; but  still,  while  the  workhouse  is  available,  and  none  refused  who  apply 
for  admission,  I do  not  feel  justified  in  recommending  out-door  relief  to  able- 
bodied,  which  the  Guardians  have  the  necessary  authority  to  grant  when 
required. 

The  poor  of  this  Union  suffer  severely  from  want  of  clothing,  particularly  the 
fishermen  and  the  convalescent  fever  patients.  I would  apply  to  the  Society  of 
Friends  in  their  behalf,  if  the  Commissioners  approve  of  my  so  doing. 

Every  public  officer  of  the  Union  is  overtaxed,  and  several  suffering  from 
fever. 

Nothing  has  been  done  with  reference  to  the  master,  nor  did  I think  it  ex- 
pedient to  press  it  in  the  absence  of  the  chairman.  The  duties  are  being 
carried  on  by  his  son,  who  is,  I believe,  intended  by  his  friends  and  partisans  to 
replace  him ; I,  however,  see  some  grave  objections  to  this  arrangement  as  a 
permanent  one. 

The  present  assistant-master  is,  in  my  opinion,  a very  eligible  person,  active, 
systematic,  and  well  educated.  He  is,  however,  independent,  has  no  friends, 
and  would,  I fear,  be  strenuously  opposed.  He  lias  exposed  some  jobbing,  and 
discovered  overcharges  in  tradesmen’s  bills. 

Very  many  of  the  Guardians  are  evidently  intimidated,  and  two  of  the  ex- 
officios  threatened  with  being  shot.  They  have  done  me  a like  favour,  but 
without  producing  the  desired  result. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  8,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  in  which  you  state  that  the 
fishermen  and  convalescent  patients  suffer  severely  from  want  of  clothing,  and 
that  you  would  apply  to  the  Society  of  Friends  in  their  behalf,  if  the  Commis- 
sioners approve  of  your  so  doing,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  inform 
you  that  they  have  no  objection  to  your  making  the  application  you  propose. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  instructed  their 
Inspector,  Mr.  Phelan,  to  proceed  to  Kilrush  at  his  earliest  convenience,  and  to 
make  a special  inquiry  and  report  to  the  Commissioners  relative  to  the  mortality 
in  the  temporary  fever  hospital,  to  which  you  advert. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Phelan: — January  8,  1848. 

I am  directed  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  extract  from  a report 
which  they  have  received  from  Captain  Kennedy,  the  Temporary  Inspector 
in  charge  of  the  Kilrush  Union,  relative  to  mortality  in  the  temporary  fever 
hospital  of  the  workhouse ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
proceed  to  Kilrush  at  your  earliest  convenience,  and  make  a special  inquiry  on 
this  subject,  and  report  the  result  to  the  Commissioners. 


Kilrush  Union. 
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Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners: — January  13,  1848. 

I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday, 
and  I have  the  honour  to  refer  you  to  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings. 

The  Chairman  was  absent  ; and  a great  portion  of  the  time  was  consumed 
in  the  discussion  of  speculative  and  irrelevant  matter,  to  the  exclusion  of 
necessary  and  practical  business. 

The  number  in  the  house  yesterday  was  995.  It  will  be  remembered,  that 
the  number  of  inmates  on  the  “ 1st  January’’  amounted  to  1768.  Since  that 
period  the  able-bodied  class  have  been  gradually  discharging  themselves,  some 
additional  ground  having  been  taken  to  employ  them  upon.  It  is  most  dis- 
couraging to  see  the  deep-rooted  habits  of  indolence  chargeable  to  this  class  ; 
their  disinclination  to  work  cannot  be  over-rated. 

There  has  been  no  pressure  this  week  for  anything  but  “ out-door  relief but 
the  Commissioners  will  observe  that  the  order  authorizing  “ out-door  relief  to 
“able-bodied”  has  not  been  acted  on;  and  I consider  the  Guardians  are 
acting  wisely  in  deferring  it  as  long  as  possible,  as  the  lamentable  want  of  truth 
and  shame  would  render  it  a matter  of  great  difficulty,  to  distinguish  between 
the  really  destitute  and  the  shameless  beggar.  The  workhouse  and'  hospital 
have  never  yet  been  closed  against  any  applicant,  and  while  these  are  avail- 
able, I discourage  and  resist  every  suggestion  for  out-door  relief. 

I have  no  doubt  whatever,  that  many  of  the  able-bodied  class  have  got 
themselves  upon  the  infirm  list  for  out-door  relief.  To  remedy  this,  I propose 
having  a scrutiny  of  each  relief  district,  making  all  those  in  receipt  of  out-door 
relief  attend  at  the  workhouse  for  this  purpose.  On  completing  this  scrutiny, 
I have  suggested  the  expediency  of  having  the  relieving  officers’  lists  made 
out  afresh,  and  arranged  by  “ townlands,”  which  will  greatly  facilitate  the 
duties  of  all  parties,  and  enable  each  Guardian  to  scrutinize  the  list  of  his  own 
locality  at  any  time ; for  which  purpose  he  must  now  examine  a whole  book. 
I anticipate  much  benefit  from  this  measure,  as  it  will  act  as  a wholesome 
check  upon  the  relieving  officers,  and  show  at  a view  the  amount  of  pauperism 
in  each  locality,  and  upon  each  propei'ty. 

Many  of  those  who  quit  the  workhouse  voluntarily,  suffer  severely,  but  the 
Guardians  cannot  be  held  justly  responsible. 

Many  of  those  also,  who  hold  small  portions  of  land  are  suffering  deeply ; 
they  cling  to  them  most  tenaciously,  though  they  can  neither  cultivate,  or  live 
upon  them,  and  I am  confident  that  many  will  starve  sooner  than  relinquish 
them. 

The  mortality  is  still  very  great,  there  being  upwards  of  70  deaths  during 
the  week,  in  the  house  and  hospital.  I visit  the  workhouse  almost  daily,  and 
the  hospital  two  or  three  times  a-week,  when  I see  and  inquire  of  the  patients, 
without,  however,  being  able  to  account  for  this  great  mortality.  Many,  cer- 
tainly, come  in  who  appear  to  be  almost  beyond  the  reach  of  medical  aid,  but 
the  hospital  is  comfortable  and  well  ventilated. 

There  is  absolutely  no  employment,  and  very  little  being  yet  done  upon  the 
land,  with  the  exception  of  numerous  small  patches  being  prepared  for  potatoes. 
The  apathy  of  all  classes  on  this  head  is  astounding  ; those  who  could  afford 
to  give  employment,  are  more  intent  upon  verifying  their  own  predictions  of 
the  failure  of  the  law,  than  ready  to  assist  its  working.  Where  employment 
is  given,  the  remuneration  is  generally  miserable.  I have  for  some  days 
watched  a man  turning  up  a field  by  task-work,  and  though  hard  working  and 
industrious,  I have  calculated  that  he  cannot  earn  more  than  3d.  per  day.  Very 
many  give  their  labour  for  their  food  alone.  There  is  a wide  and  most  pro- 
fitable field  for  improvement  in  this  Union ; but  all  classes  seem  afflicted  with 
a hopeless  blindness  to  their  own  interests.  The  land  is  not  made  half  pro- 
ductive, while  the  population  is  wholly  unemployed. 

; The  people  are  beginning  to  understand  the  difference  between  the  late 
“ Relief  Act  ” and  the  present  law ; and  there  is,  in  consequence,  a daily 
improvement  in  the  working-  of  it. 

The  rates  are  still  being  satisfactorily  collected. 

The  Guardians  are  very  thankful  for  a donation  of  about  40  tons  of  Indian 
corn. 

A handsome  donation  has  been  made  by  the  British  Association,  to  the 
Ladies  Society  of  Kilrush,  of  which  Lady  Grace  Vandeleur  is  the  zealous 
patroness. 
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These  grants,  together  with  the  issue  of  rations  to  the  children  attending 
the  schools,  will,  I trust,  alleviate  much  suffering. 

I have  not  been  able  to  give  that  attention  to  the  books  and  office  part  of 
the  workhouse  that  I would  wish,  and  I fear  the  late  master  has  been  far 
from  regular  or  systematic. 

Ienclose  a form  of  weekly  abstract  for  relieving  officers,  which  I propose 
to  lay  before  the  Guardians,  for  the  purpose  of  showing,  at  a view,  the  expen- 
diture of  each  electoral  division  and  the  numbers  relieved ; and  this  I think 
will  have  a beneficial  effect  in'  showing  the  Guardians  what  they  have  to 
provide  for — which  few  of  them  have  any  idea  of,  at  present. 

The  matron  of  the  house  is  progressing  towards  convalescence;  but  the 
assistant-master,  a very  valuable  officer,  is  still  in  a dangerous  state. 

Enclosure. 


Relieving  Officers’  Abstract. 

For  week  ending  Saturday,  } lg4rf. 


Electoral  Divisions  of 

Number 
of  Families 

Relief  List. 

Number 
of  lbs. 
of  Meal 
given  out.  . 

Increase  j 
Week. 

Decrease 

Week. 

Total 

Expended 

\Veek. 

j OBSERVATIONS. 

Signed 

, Relieving  Officer. 


This  Return  -must  be  sent  in  on  every  Saturday  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Guardians. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  17,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  statement,  that  the  time  of  the  Board  was  con- 
sumed in  the  discussion  of  speculative  and  irrelevant  matter,  to  the  exclusion  of 
necessary  and  practical  business,  the  Commissioners  having  observed  statements 
of  a similar  nature  in  some  of  your  previous  reports,  now  desire  to  state  that  if 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  as  a body,  do  not  properly  discharge  their  duties,  you 
should  make  a formal  separate  report  on  the  subject,  specifying  the  instances 
in  which  they  have  failed  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature,  and 
you  should  recommend  the  dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  have  read  your  statement  regarding  the  mortality  in. 
the  workhouse  with  the  deepest  concern,  and  they  have  forwarded  it  to  their 
Medical  Inspector,  Mr.  Phelan,  whom  they  have  already  instructed  to  inquire: 
and  report  on  the  sanitary  state  of  the  workhouse. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Kennedy: — January  15,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed 
Constabulary  Report,  which  has  been  transmitted  to  them  by  the  Under 
Secretary,  relative  to  the  death  of  Mary  Browne,  at  Kilrush;  and  I am  to 
request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  inquire  and  report  tbereon  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  return  the  enclosed  document  to  this  office. 

Enclosure. 

County  Clare,  Kilrush,  January  7,  1848. 

Sub-Inspector  Channer  reports  that  Mary  Browne,  aged  11  years,  died  suddenly  at 
Kilrush,  on  the  6th  instant.  The  verdict  of  the  inquest  was,  “ That  Mary  Browne  came  by 
her  death  from  a fit  of  epilepsy,  brought  on  by  want  of  food.” 

Her  father  is  a poor  man  with  a wife  and  three  children,  and  applied  for  relief  to  Michael 
O’Donnell,  the  Kilrush  relieving  officer,  but  was  refused. 

Inspector-  General, 

Sfc.  Sfc. 


.Kilrush  Union. 
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Kilruih  Union. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  17,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  1 5th 
instant,  relative  to  the  death  of  Mary  Browne,  together  with  the  accompanying 
copy,  which  I have  the  honour  to  return. 

The  father  of  the  deceased  is  a boatman,  in  constant  employ ; and  deceased  and 
her  sister  weie  in  regular  employ  at  the  lace  factory,  earning  2s.  6 d.  a-week 
between  them.  If  the  father  did  apply  for  relief,  he  only  did  what  seven-tenths 
of  the  population  of  Kilrush  have  done  since  I came  here,  and  was,  in  my  opinion 
and  according  to  my  instructions,  properly  refused. 

The  family  does  not  come  within  any  class  legally  relievable  out  of  doors  ; and 
they  never  were  refused  admission  to  the  workhouse.  I do  not  believe  them  to  be 
fit  objects  for  either. 

With  every  respect  for  the  medical  knowledge  displayed  by  the  coroner’s  jury, 
l am  of  opinion  that  “epilepsy  ” and  “want  of  food”  had  nothing  to  say  to  the 
girl’s  death,  as  a medical  gentleman  who  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  assures 
me  the  girl  died  from  worm  disease  of  long  standing,  though  the  termination  was 
sudden. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  '.—January  20,  1848. 


I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Guardians  yesterday,  and  have  the 
honour  to  refer  you  to  the  minutes  for  their  proceedings. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  many  at  the  Special  Commission  and  Quarter  Sessions, 
the  attendance  was  small,  and  but  little  business  was  transacted. 

. The  number  in  the  workhouse  yesterday  was  948,  and  the  applicants  for  admis- 
sion were  but  few  in  number ,• — this  number  shows  a decrease  of  50  durin"  the 
week,  or  since  the  date  of  my  last  report.  Families  numbering  55  have  discharged 
themselves  during  that  period, —almost  all  of  the  able-bodied  class.  Having 
ascertained  that  admission  to  the  workhouse  is  by  no  means  a sure  passport  to 
out-door  relief,  the  great  pressure  from  this  class  has  ceased,  and  with  judicious 
management,  I do  not  anticipate  any  greater  trouble  than  is  necessarily  attendant 
upon  the  relief  of  absolutely  destitute,  as  the  cases  may  arise. 

The  disinclination  to  labour  is  of  the  most  marked*  description ; and  the  able- 
bodied,  when  put  to  reasonable  and  moderate  work,  discharge  themselves.  Any 
well  devised  and  well  superintended  system  of  labour  will  keep  the  relief  list 
within  moderate  hounds.  The  knowledge  that  additional  ground  has  been  taken 
by  the  Guardians  has  worked  wonders. 

The  fever  hospital  contains  179  patients,  being  an  excess  of  29  over  the  number 
sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners — its  accommodation  was,  in  mv  opinion 
underrated.  J 1 

It  is  by  no  means  over  crowded,  and  tbe  medical  officer  is  of  the  like  opinion. 

. e mortality  has  decreased  considerably;  the  deaths  during  week  ending  15th 
instant  being  only  35.  A re-arrangement  of  the  hospital  premises  would  afford 
more  accommodation,  and  I will  immediately  take  steps  to  do  so  should  the 
necessity  arise. 

. Ihe.  rates  are  still  being  satisfactorily  collected — but  the  expenses  are  daily 
increasing.  The  system  pursued  will,  however,  prevent  anything  like  a general 
rush,  and  the  necessities  will  be  dealt  with  as  they  arise,  without  creatine  any 
■popular  sensation.  & ' 


1 contemplate  suggesting  the  use  of  rye,  instead  of  whole  meal  for  tbe  bread  in 
the  workhouse,  which  would  effect  a very  great  saving;  I have  had  some  baked, 
and  would  be  well  content  with  it  for  my  own  use. 

I will  commence  rationing  the  school  children  on  Monday  next.  I have  had 
many  local  difficulties  and  differences  to  contend  with;  and  deferred  beginning 
r-C°U  ^ ma  . a g'O0fl  start,  and  insure  success  in  detail. 

. 1 fear  1 ™ust  recommend  the  removal  of  the  relieving  officers,  to  whom  I have 
given  another  week's  trial— they  are  unequal  to  the  performance  of  the  duties 
they  have  undertaken. 

The  assistant  raasterand  matron  are  recovering— the  general  state  of  the  house 
has  suffered  by  their  absence. 

I have  been  subjected  to  several  written  and  practical  insults,  indicating  both 
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cowardice  and  want  of  decency — I leave  both  unnoticed  as  being  the  most  likely 
mode  of  defeating  the  intention  of  the  writers  and  perpetrators. 

All  circumstances  considered  I am  well  satisfied  with  the  progress  I have  made, 
and  the  general  state  of  the  Union. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  24,  1848. 

With  regard  to  your  remarks  regarding  the  number  of  persons  that  can 
be  accommodated  in  the  fever  hospital,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
think  that  the  number  to  which  that  building  is  limited  by  their  sealed  order, 
should  not  be  exceeded. 

If  you  think  the  building  can  properly  contain  a greater  number  than  that 
specified  in  the  order,  the  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  take  the  subject  into 
their  consideration  with  the  view  of  altering  the  order,  on  receiving  a report  from 
you  on  the  subject,  but  while  the  existing  order  remains,  the  Commissioners  must 
request  you  not  to  permit  the  number  specified  in  it  to  be  exceeded ; as,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Phelan  is  now  engaged  in  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  recent  mor- 
tality in  the  workhouse,  it  may  be  advisable  not  to  take  any  further  step  in  the 
matter  until  his  report  shall  have  been  received. 

With  reference  to  your  observation  regarding  the  relieving  officers,  I am 
directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that,  they  will  give  their  immediate  atten- 
tion to  any  report  you.  may  make  on  the  subject  of  their  fitness  for  their  situations. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  29,  1848. 

I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Kilrush  Board  of  Guardians  on 
the  26th  instant.  I was  detained  till  so  late  an  hour  that  I was  unable  to  prepare 
my  report. 

The  Board  ordered  an  investigation  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  death 
of  James  Gallagher,  a pauper,  who  died  suddenly  in  the  workhouse  on  the  10th 
instant,  and  whose  death  was  reported  on  the  minutes  of  the  12th  instant,  as 
having  resulted  from  the  ill  treatment  of  the  assistant  master.  Though  I had  the 
advantage  of  Dr.  Phelan’s  assistance,  this  investigation  occupied  me  the  whole  of 
the  27th  and  28th,  which,  I trust,  will  offer  a sufficient  excuse  for  the  delay  in 
forwarding  my  weekly  report. 

The  usual  minutes  will  show  the  amount  of  business  transacted  at  the  weekly 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

Some  letters,  couched  in  very  strong  language,  were  read,  relative  to  alleged 
denunciations  and  interference  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  with  a Guardian 
and  a relieving  officer,  which  led  to  some  stormy  discussion,  recrimination,  and 
intemperate  language.  It  was  proposed  to  have  these  letters  and  rejoinders  put 
on  the  minutes,  and  an  investigation  ordered.  I resisted  both,  as  being  irrelevant 
and  unnecessary,  and  the  matter  was  left  for  settlement  out  of  doors. 

Dr.  Phelan  made  a statement  to  the  Board  on  the  general  state  of  the  work- 
house  and  hospital,  the  health  and  diet  of  the  paupers,  and  offered  many  valuable 
suggestions  for  the  better  management  of  both,  which  I will  consider  it  my  duty 
to  see  carried  'out. 

The  election  of  a master  for  the  workhouse  was  further  postponed,  pending 
the  inquiry  into  Gallagher’s  death  (reported  on  minutes  of  12th  instant),  which 
it  was  thought  might  implicate  the  acting  master,  who  is,  I believe,  the  only 
candidate. 

The  schoolmaster  sent  from  the  Education  Board  was  duly  appointed,  but  had 
not  arrived. 

The  numbers  in  the  house  have  not  varied  much  since  my  last  report,  being 
958  on  the'25th  instant,  and  the  admissions  on  the  26th  were  few.  The  fact  is, 
I regret  to  say,  no  indication  of  the  extent  of  real  and  undoubted  destitution 
throughout  the  Union.  I speak  from  my  own  personal  observation  when  I say, 
it  is  fearful  in  extent,  and  appalling  in  character ; yet,  with  8500  persons  receiving 
out-door  relief,  at  an  expenditure  of  over  300/.  weekly,  and  the  workhouse  still 
available  for  300  persons,  I do  not  feel  justified  in  recommending  out-door  relief 
to  the  able-bodied.  Such  a proceeding  would,  I think,  be  unjustifiable  and  ruinous, 
and  I take  every  pains  to  overcome  the  prejudice  and  repugnance  to  the  workhouse, 
as  I know  that  many  defer  applying  till  their  health  and  constitution  are  broken 
down  beyond,  repair. 

3 F 


Kilrush  Union. 
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An  increase  of  destitution  and  consequent  expenditure  must  be  expected  daily ; 
and  the  Commissioners  have  now  the  data -to  calculate  the  duration  of  our  funds. 
I inculcate  the  necessity  of  economy  in  every  branch,  and  intend  suggesting  the  use 
of  rye  meal  bread,  instead  of  whole  flour,  in  the  workhouse,  which  will  make  a 
saving  of  51.  per  ton.  I have  established  a bakery  for  the  school  children  under 
Count  Strzelecki’s  auspices ; and  I find  the  rye  bread  succeeds  admirably.  It  is 
palatable  and  wholesome. 

The  mortality  is  but  little  decreased.  I have  been  in  daily  communication  with 
Dr.  Phelan  during  the  last  week,  inquiring  and  examining  into  this  lamentable 
subject,  and  will  see  all  his  suggestions  immediately  carried  out.  He  will  of 
course"  report  fully  to  the  Commissioners,  which  obviates  the  necessity  of  my  doino- 
so.  I may,  however,  remark,  that  the  startling  mortality  is  by  no  means  confined 
to  the  workhouse  and  hospital.  In  the  divisions  of  Killara,  Kilmurry,  and 
Kilmihil,  it  is  beyond  anything  I have  known  or  seen,  though  there  is  no  means  of 
accurately  ascertaining  its  amount.  It  is,  however,  no  longer  a novelty,  and  elicits 
but  little  notice.  I believe  that  equal  numbers  are  buried  without  as  with  coffins. 
The  corpses  are  wrapped  in  straw,  and  swathed  round  with  a “ sugawn”  (straw 
rope).  I met  a wretched  man,  a few  days  since,  carrying  his  two  dead  children 
to  the  grave  in  a cradle.  He  and  all  his  family  were  receiving  out-door  relief, 
and  he  made  no  complaint  of  a want  of  food.  I believe  the  mortality  is  attri- 
butable more  to  a protracted  insufficiency  of  food  than  active  disease.  Want  of 
clothing  and  long  privation  have  broken  down  the  constitution  of  the  people,  and 
made  them  an  easy  prey  to  the  most  trifling  ailment. 

I am  painfully  alive  to  the  responsibility  devolving  upon  me  in  relation  to 
this  subject.  I always  visit  the  hospital  and  examine  the  patients  two  or  three 
times  a week,  and  often  daily,  adopting  any  suggestion  to  save  life  and  alleviate 
suffering. 

I caloulate  the  mortality  at  29  per  cent,  upon  the  number  of  admissions,  and 
I regret  to  say  that  Dr.  Phelan  rates  it  still  higher. 

About  170  are  now  in  the  hospital,  and  unless  there  be  a speedy  decrease  in 
the  numbers,  I must  suggest  and  provide  more  accommodation— a very  difficult 
matter.  , J 

. The  collection  of  the  rates  is  satisfactory,  though,  I regret  to  say,  many  imme- 
diate lessors  and  a few  Guardians  are  in  default.  I .forward  a return  of  their 
names,  and  amount,  by  this  post.  I stated  to  the  Board  that  I intended  to  suggest 
the  publication  of  all  defaulters’  names  after  the  1st  February. 

During  the  last  week  there  has  been  a move  in  preparing  the  land,  but  only  to 
a trifling  extent;  and  I fear  those  employed  are  only  receiving  “ their  bit”  (diet) 
in  return  for  their  labour.  Advantage  is  cruelly  taken  in  many  instances  of  the 
wretched  labourers’  circumstances  to  get  his  labour  for  nothing,  and  .is  frequently 
exacted  for  the  rent  of  their  miserable  cabins. 

Some  idea  of  the  poverty  of  the  district  may  be  formed  from  the  fact,  that 
numbers  bring  a horse-load  of  turf  eight  or  nine  miles,  and  sell  it  for  9^  in 
Kilrush. 

. }VaI^  of  discipline  and  irregularity  prevail  in  the  workhouse,  and  amendment 
is  hopeless  till  an  efficient  master  is  appointed.  I have  represented  it  to, the 
Guardians,  and  will  report  specially,  if  necessary,  after  their  next  meeting. 


Reply  to  the  above: — February  2,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  investigation  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  death 
of  James  Gallagher,  I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  receiving 
a.  ropy  of  the  evidence  taken  by  you  on  the  death  of  Gallagher  S 

t0  that  Part  of  y°ur  reP°rt  in  which  you  state  that  an  increase 
ot  destitution  and  consequent  expenditure  must  be  expected  daily,  and  that  the 
Commissioners  have  now  the  data  to  calculate  the  duration  of  the  funds  I am  to 
state  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  know  to  what  you  refer  in  this  passage.  If 
the  expenditure  must  be  expected  to  increase  daily,  the  Commissioners  live  no 

Sefrat^fli^To tsf  te  ***  “clud“g  the 
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Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  30,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  minutes  of  the  Kilrush  Guardians  of  the  12th 
instant,  reporting  the  sudden  death  of  James  Gallagher,  a pauper  in  the  house, 
on  the  10th  instant,  I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  Board  ordered  an; 
investigation,  which  took  place  on  the  27th  and  28th  instant. 

I was  assisted  by  Mr.  Phelan,  and  took  the  evidence  upon  oath,  which  was 
sufficiently  contradictory  on  many  points. 

The  opinion  arrived  at  is  recorded  as  follows : — 

“ We,  the  undersigned,  having  carefully  considered  the  foregoing  evidence,  are 
“ of  opinion,  1st.  That  James  Gallagher  came  by  his  death  from  natural  causes ; 
<f  2nd.  That  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  deceased  received  any  personal 
“ injury  or  violence  from  the  assistant  master ; and  that  the  assistant  master  is 
{t  completely  exonerated  from  any  blame  imputed  to  him  in  the  report  laid  before 
<c  the  Guardians  on  the  12th  instant. 

“ Denis  Phelan, 

“ A.  E.  Kennedy, 

“ W.  Foley,  M.D.” 

Colonel  Vandeleur  and  Mr.  Keane,  J.P.,  were  present. 


Reply  to  the  above: — February  3,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  result  of  the 
investigation ; but  I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are 
desirous  of  having  a copy  of  the  evidence  taken,  and  they  will  feel  obliged  to  you. 
to  cause  a copy  to  be  forwarded  to  them  accordingly. 


3 F 2 


Kilrush  Union. 
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ATHLONE  UNION. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Flanagan  to  the  Commissioners — Dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians:— January  16,  1848. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union,  held  yesterday 
the  15th,  a resolution  was  passed  by  a majority  of  ten  to  four,  calling  upon  the 
Commissioners  to  accept  their  resignation,  and  alleging  as  a reason  for  it  their 
inability  to  collect  the  rates. 

This  resolution  has  put  beyond  all  doubt  the  incapacity  of  this  Board,  and 
the  necessity  which  I have  already  pressed  upon  the  Commissioners,  of  dis- 
solving it. 

A reference  to  the  returns  furnished  to  the  Commissioners  will  show  that  out 
of  a gross  rate  little  exceeding  80001.,  upwards  of  6000 1.  were  uncollected  in  ' 
the  month  of  December ; that,  while  the  current  expenditure  of  the  Union 
during  the  month  of  December,  amounted  to  nearly  6001,  the  amount  of  rate 
lodged  with  the  Treasurer  did  not  amount  to  3001. 

A reference  to  the  minutes  of  this  Board  will  likewise  show  that,  upon  the 
Uth  oi  December  a resolution  was  (at  my  instance)  passed,  calling  upon  the 
collectors  to  furnish  lists  of  all  defaulters  owing  more  than  a certain  amount  of 
rate,  with  a view  of  compelling  the  collectors  to  do  their  duty,  and  of  exposing 
several  members  of  the  Board  whose  names  would  have  appeared  in  the  list  5 

from  that  day  to  the  present,  no  such  list  has  been  furnished;  and  the  col- 
lectors books  will  still  show  the  names  of  several  of  the  Guardians  (amongst 
others,  one  if  not  two  of  the  four  dissentients  at  yesterday’s  meeting)  in  arrears 
lor  their  rate. 

I have  further  to  report,  that  several  hundred  unfortunate  beings,  apparently 
inmost  extreme  destitution,  pressed  for  admission  to  the  workhouse  yesterday  - 
but  from  the  want  of  ordinary  foresight,  and  gross  neglect  of  their  duties  by  the 
Guardians  the  greater  number  were  obliged  to  return  unrelieved,  there  beiii- 
neither  beds,  bedding,  or  clothing  ready  for  them.  D 

mo/  earnestly  piras  upon  the  Commissioners  the  absolute  necessity 
of  dissolving  forthwith  this  Board  of  Guardians,  .and  entrusting  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  affairs  of  this  Union  to  others  willing-and  able  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  and  secure  to  the  many  distressed  poor  of  the  Union  that 
relief  to  which  they  are  legally  entitled. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  — January  22,  184S. 

Mr  FWan°XifrerSThaTCiliai-UIldf  *heir  consideration  a report  from 
raolutfon  unseal  L Rector,  in  which  he  draws  their  attention  to  a 
on  ae  lSth  ^H  °f  the  B?ard  of  Guardians  of  the  Athlone  Union 

dissolve  theBoard!^  y “ Se  maJ<mty’  Ung  uP°n  the  Commissi°ners  to 
In’  reference  to  that  resolution  the  Commissioners  have  to  observe  that  the 

empowered  by  the  18th  Action  of 
^respective , ^Extension  Act,  to  dissolve  a Board  of  Guardians  are  quite 

infective  of  a desire.011  the  part  of  the  Guardians  to  be  released  from  their 
duties ; still  the  resolution  of  the  Guardians  has  led  the  Commissioners  carefully 
.to  consider  the  present  state  of  the  Athlone  Union,  and  the  CoSmtsSnm 
SrfteT”df  -1°  dlsso]Te,the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  ground  that  the 
them tHhe^aw O,  6?-tUaU}'-the  dUtieS  which ™ delved  on 

letters  of  the  IOrti  ^ ^“““ssioners  d™w  attention  to  their 

It  annelrs  hv  T*  Pec™>ber  last,  and  of  the  14th  instant. 

5th  DeoeXr ^846  onn°ev  t t retUm  of  the  Uuion  f™ds,  that  from  the 
°n  iThf  \ day,  “a‘e  °f  8.955/-  was  made  in  the  Athlone 
°nly  6’576/”  leavinS  arrears  ^collected  to  the 
no  less  thmi  94W  1 D ‘1  he  Same  ^ *e  debts  of  tlle  U”ion  amounted  to 
made  on  the  11 H if  ^ adso  aPPaars  tda1'1  although  a new  rate  was  ultimately 
“due  of  the  m°’  ™0UB,tinS  15,4501,  and  although  the  net  anmud 

and  lodged  with  tl*  -as  mu<dl  as  103,7081,  the  Guardians  caused  to  be  collected 
^oSteS^  m^eSeaTr  dUT“g  tte  m0nth’  0lJy  aW  one-half  of  the 
inadequate to ®tlJL ’°  de?'7uth®.™r.rent  expenditure,  on  a scale  of  relief  wholly 
1 xtent  of  destitution  which  the  Guardians  are  bound  to  relieve. 
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It  further  appears  by  the  minutes  of  the  Guardians’  proceedings  on  the  11th  A More  Unit 
December,  that  a resolution  was  passed  calling  upon  the  collectors  to  furnish 
lists  of  all  defaulters  owing  more  than  a certain  amomit  of  rate,  with  a view  ol 
compelling  the  collectors  to  do  their  duty,  and  of  exposing  several  rate-payers, 
including  members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  whose  names  would  have 
appeared  on  the  list.  No  list  has,  however,  been  furnished  in  accordance  with 
the  resolution  referred  to,  and  Mr.  Flanagan  reports  that  the  collectors’  books 
will  still  show  that  several  of  the  Guardians  have  not  yet  paid  their  rates. 

Mr.  Flanagan  reports  that  several  hundred  persons,  apparently  in  extreme 
destitution,  pressed  for  admission  into  the  workhouse  on  the  15th  instant; 
but  that  from  the  want  of  ordinary  foresight  and  palpable  neglect  of  the  duties 
of  the  Guardians,  the  greater  number  were  obliged  to  return  unrelieved,  there 
being  neither  beds,  bedding,  or  clothing  ready  for  them. 

The  Commissioners  feel,  under  such  painful  circumstances,  that  they  should 
not  be  warranted  in  longer  permitting  the  administration  of  relief  to  the  desti- 
tute poor  of  the  Athlone  Union,  to  depend  upon  the  present  Board  of  Guar- 
dians ; and  they  have  accordingly  resolved  to  issue  an  order  for  the  dissolution 
of  the  Board,  and  they  will  proceed  at  once  to  appoint  paid  officers  to  administer 
the  affairs  of  the  Union. 

Copies  of  the  Commissioners’  Letters  referred  to  in  the  foregoing,  addressed  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Union. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

December  10,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  desire 
to  state  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Athlone  Union,  that  a memorial  has  been  addressed 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  by  inhabitants  of  the  parishes  of  Saint  Peter  and  Drum,  in 
which  it  is  represented  that  if  relief  be  not  speedily  afforded,  hundreds  of  persons  in  those 
parishes  will  die  of  starvation ; that  the  poorhouse  is  full ; and  that  the  Guardians  have  no 
funds  for  administering  out-door  relief. 

The  Commissioners  have  ascertained  that  there  is  much  destitution  among  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  Athlone  Union  ; and  they  observe,  that  of  the  rate  still  in  course  of  collection,  which  was 
made  in  December,  1846,  there  was  outstanding  on  the  31st  of  October,  a sum  of  3121/.,  and 
that  the  debts  of  the  Guardians  at  the  same  date  amounted  to  3702/. 

Under  such  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  feel  bound  to  call  upon  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  make  a new  rate;  and  whilst  the  books  are  in  preparation, 
to  urge  on  the  collection  of  the  rates  outstanding;  so  that  the  amount,  of  arrears  to  be  carried 
forward  to  the  new  books,  may  be  diminished  as  much  as  practicable,  before  they  shall  be  in 
readiness  for  the  insertion  of  the  arrears. 

The  Commissioners  trust,  however,  that  in  the  preparation  of  the  new  books,  there  may  be 
no  further  delay  than  is  actually  necessary,  for  making  the  requisite  entries. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that,  in  the  meantime,  there  is  no  fund  available  for  enlarging  the  means 
of  relief  possessed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  now  solely  charged  with  the  grave  responsibility 
of  providing  for  the  support  of  the  actually  destitute  poor  of  the  Union,  of  which  the  Guar- 
dians can  only  acquit  themselves  by  strenuous  exertions  for  levying  the  requisite  funds,  and 
carefully  superintending  the  administration  of  relief. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

December  31,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
in  Ireland,  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Athlone  Union,  that 
the  Commissioners  have  received  a letter  from  Collector  Charles  Kelly,  in  reply  from  one  to 
this  office,  requiring  him  to  account  for  the  comparatively  small  amount  collected  by  him  out 
of  rates  amounting  to  3102/.  8s.  7d.,  made  on  the  5th  December,  1846,  of  which  there  was 
still  outstanding,  on  the  25tb  instant,  1188/.  * 

The  Commissioners  consider  the  statement  of  Mr.  Kelly  to  be  very  unsatisfactory. 

They  also  regret  to  observe  that  the  progress  made  in  collecting  the  rates  through  the  Union 
generally,  denotes  a want  of  due  exertion,  and  an  absence  of  that  stimulus  which  should  have 
been  applied  by  the  Guardians  to  render  their  officers’  exertions  commensurate  with  the 
necessities  of  the  Union. 

The  total  rates  struck  on  the  5th  December,  1846,  amount  to  8955/.  19s-  9 \d. ; of  this  sum 
there  remained  uncollected  on  the  30th  ultimo,  2662/.  11$.  5\d.,  and  notwithstanding  the 
increase  of  destitution,  and  the  crippled  state  of  the  Union  funds,  the  collectors  brought  in 
during  the  last  month  only  458/.  5s.  2d. 

The  Guardians  being  responsible  for  the  due  collection  of  the  rates  and  the  providing  of 
means  of  relief  for  the  destitute  poor  of  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  feel  themselves  now 
imperatively  called  upon  to  state,  that  if  the  legal  provisions  for  these  objects  be -not  actively 
carried  into  effect  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  Commissioners  will  be  bound  to  consider 
their  own  responsibility  under  the  laws  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  more  especially  the  18th 
section  of  the  Act  10  Vic.,  cap.  31. 
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Poor  Law  Commission  Office , Dublin, 
January  14,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  under  consideration,  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  Board’  of  Guardians  of  the  Athlone 
Union,  on  the  1st  instant,  containing  a notice  of  motion  to  request  the  Commissioners  to 
dissolve  the  Board,  and  appoint  paid  Guardians  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  Union  • and  I 
am  directed  to  state  that  with  a view  of  avoiding  unnecessary  discussion,  the  Commissioners 
desire  in  reference  to  this  notice  of  motion;,  to  inform  the  Board  of  Guardians  that,  t he  dissolu- 
tion  of  a Board  can  only  occur  under  some  of  the  circumstances,  and  in  the  manner  pointed 
out  in  the  18th  section  of  the  A ct  10  Vic.  cap.  31.  V 

In  reference  to  the  application  for  a loan  on  the  credit  of  the  new  rate,  for  tile  purpose  of 
affording  out-door  relief  to  the  7th  March,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that  there  is  no 
longer  a tund  out  of  which  advances  can  be  made  on  the  credit  of  poor-rates. 

Ihe  Commissioners  recommend  the  Guardians  to  afford  assistance  to  their  clerk  to  enable 
him  to  complete  the  new  rate  and  collection  books  with  the  least  possible  delav.  It  is  also 
recommended,  that  when  the  books  of  one  division  can  be  completed,  the  collection  should  then 
be  proceeded  with,  without  waiting  for  the  completion  of  all  the  books. 

Preparatory  to  the  collection,  the  Commissioners  further  recommend  that,  only  active  and 
competent  men,  who  will  undertake  to  devote  their  whole  time  to  the  collection  of  the  rates 
and  to  conform  strictly  to  the  existing  regulations,  should  be  appointed  as  collectors 

1 he  Commissioners  must  again  remind  the  Guardians  that  they  are  legally  responsible  for 
whvK^  1' aml  lhat  if  they  M in  this  duty,  on  ,L  effectual  performance  of 
ithtcb  the  support  ot  the  (lest, tote  poor  now  wholly  depends,  the  Commissioners  will  be  bound 
as  already  stated  in  their  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  to  consider  their  own  responsibility  to  see 
fulfilled,  under  tile  lSlh  section  of  the  Act  10  Vic.  cup.  31  F } 

...  reBP«c*  to  the  proposal  lor  letting  a building  in  Mardyke-street,  Athlone  as  an 
auxiliary  workhouse,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  stale,  that  they  will  be  prepared  to  accept  it 
m pursuance  of  their  powers  under  the  Act  1 and  2 Vic.  cap.  56,  on  being  supplied  ‘She 
pSS  as  JoSpemS'  " “ * “^ty,  accompanied  by  a foil  statement  of 

to  Ch?Ue  !°-r  lm'  t0  the  workllouse  tttatar  to  purchase  supplies,  I am 

tSimH.  . rol PrlctuVf  ’“u,”g  "'“"“J  <0  the  master  for  purchasing  supplies  is  very  obiec- 

hQnable , and  that  supplies  should  be  provided  on  contract.  611  ^ J 

ih.  .STS.11"’  1 reconsideration  of  the  proposed  change  in  the  dietary,  and  of 

the  medusa!  officer  s protest  against  the  adoption  of  the  same  kind  of  diet,  as  proposed  for  every 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  28,  1848. 

Having  been  appointed  under  your  seal  to  administer  relief  to  the  destitute 
poor  of  the  above  Union,  we  beg  to  lay  before  you  this  our  first  report. 

r1'  P1,OT an?™  Tasto  ascertain  tbe  state  of  the  house,  which  we  have 
to  report  generally  filthy  and  disgusting,  and  quite  devoid  of  system  and  regularity  ■ 
classification  but  ill  observed,  and  many  of  the  wards  diverted  from  thei/original 
purposes.  There  was  no  place  for  provisional  admissions,  the  probationary  wards 
oS  Z21*  011  °"e  End  fil,6d  oId  P-P61'  ‘be 

■ kitchen,  laundry  dining-hall,  and  nursery,  presented  nothin^  but  filth  and 
swmedquite  suspem^di  ^°U1S  °f  meals  unobservedknd  the  usual  workhouse  rules 

v ,The  do.cm,ito"e8  were; tolerably  dean,  but  not  at  all  ventilated:  Nearly  all  the 

beds  requiredstraw,  which  we  learned  was  on  the  premises;  we  therefore  ordered 
Its  appropriation  immediately.  urueien 

In  the  infirmary  we  found  a great  many  children  crowded  together,  ill  of  various 
diseases,  and  lying  together  heads  and  points,  four  to  six  in  the  ordinary  bed™  and 
m some  eases  the  beds  were  closed  np  together,  forming  one  continuous  couch, ’with 
Wr  io,  or  more  occupants.  1 wxiu 

Ventilation  was  here  quite  neglected,  as  the  stench  too  plainly  told 

The  schools  were  in  good  order,  except  the  floors,  which  require  to  be  re-made 

seemed  heilthJ- weil  c“ KeU  “ed 

dwkw’fR001  j-een  1'emo',ei  toan  auxiliary  house  hired  bytte-Goar- 
dMs,  about  holt  a mile  distant,  at  a rent  of  SO l.  fcr  one  year.  225  bovs  are 

rathe  °f  the  a*°ollMster  S and!  we  found  those  lodged  in  54 

Sv  andhr/ro  “ fthUrAma-a  be4o”e-h“lf  of  which  was  almost  fevoid  of 
straw , and  here,  too,  we  had  this  want  at  once  supplied,  and  a better  disposition 
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of  the  sleeping  wards  made.  In  one  room,  not  quite  10  feet  square,  we  found  23 
boys  slept  on  loose  straw.  'Inhere  was  no  window,  and  the  door  was  locked  nightly 
for  12  hours.  Were  it  not  for  the  fire-place,  an  inquest  would  doubtless  have  been 
necessary  after  the  first  night  in  this  “ black  hole.” 

There  is  a good  range  of  out-houses  attached  to  this  building,  and,  with  little 
outlay  in  repairs,  capable  of  affording  ample  accommodation,  all  of  which,  are  unoc- 
cupied ; and  here  we  have  the  same  remark  to  make  of  several  of  the  upper  wards 
in  the  workhouse,  while  other  portions  are  very  inconveniently  crowded. 

The  conversion  of  those  out-buildings  into  dormitories  and  day-wards,  will 
occupy  our  immediate  attention. 

The  workhouse  grounds,  containing  about  four  statute  acres,  are  in  a perfect 
state  of  waste,  badly  fenced  on  all  sides,  and  perfectly  fenceless  on  the  north.  The 
grounds,  yards,  and  grave-yards  exhibit  sad  neglect. 

The  house  is  remarkably  free  from  fever,  but  three  or  four  cases  of  a mild  type 
existing  These  are  lodged  in  the  idiot  wards.  (There  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
of  the  latter  class  in  the  house.)  The  physician  informed  us  that  the  late  Board 
would  not  admit  any  fever  cases  into  tire  house,  treating  those  only  which  arose 
amongst  the  inmates. 

There  is  a new  fever  hospital  built  ou  the  workhouse  grounds,  capable  of  con- 
taining 45  to  50  patients.  It  requires  but  furniture  to  render  it  available.  Out- 
offices  to  it  have  been  contracted  for,  but  are  not  yet  begun.  The  contractor’s 
bonds  only  arrived  this  day.  There  were  fever  sheds  in  the  town  under  the  Relief 
Committee  of  last  season,  but  they  have  been  dismantled. 

The  paupers  are  all  well  clad.  There  seems  to  be  an  abundance  of  clothing, 
and  clothing  materials  of  the  best  description ; but  a sad  deficiency  in  bed-ticks  and 
beds.  We  learn  that  a contract  has  been  made  for  bed-ticking,  which  was  daily 
expected  to  be  delivered. 

The  financial  department  of  the  Union  next  occupied  our  attention.  We  sum- 
moned the  rate-collectors  to  attend,  and  ascertained  from  the  books  that  there 
was  an  arrear  of  rate,  in  amount  2140 7.,  existing  on  the  last  levy,  made  5th 
December,  1846,  the  total  of  which  was  8955 1. ; of  this  account  a very  large 
amount  is  due  by  extensive  proprietors  for  their  tenants  under  -4Z.,  many  of  whom 
are  resident,  and  some  absentees.  Several  of  the  late  Guardians  are  defaulters  for 
considerable  sums. 

The  rate-collectors’ hooks  present  a mass  of  error  and  confusion.  Some  have 
paid  in  much  beyond  what  appears  collected  in  their  books,  whilst  others  are 
defaulters  to  a considerable  amount.  One  has  been  criminally  proceeded  against ; 
and  those  who  have  paid  off,  or  nearly  so,  complained  they  had  not  been  paid  any 
poundage  these  two  years.  In  no  instance  has  the  order  of  the  Commissioners, 
with  regard  to  their  books,  been  complied  with. 

The  liabilities  of  the  Union  amount  to  3949Z.,  of  which  9257.  is  due  to  the  trea- 
surer of  the  National  Bank ; and  cheques  have  been  issued,  but  remain  unpaid,  to 
the  extent  of  21857. 

Law  proceedings  against  the  Guardians  had  been  instituted  some  time  back, 
and  pleas  of  confession  given  in  three  cases ; and  we  have  this  day  received  notice 
that  executions  are  pending  for  upwards  of  4007.,  and  the  solicitor  threatening 
sale  of  the  furniture,  &c. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  did  not  hesitate  to  seek  a further  loan  from  our 
treasurer,  and  have  therefore  addressed  him  a note  to  that  effect,  for  a sum  of  from 
6007.  to  8007.  on  the  security  of  the  rates  ; which  request  he  promised  to  forward 
to  the  Board  of  Directors  in  London  without  delay. 

An  uniform  rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound  was  declared  by  the  late  Board  on  the  11th 
September  last,  and  the  arrears  have  been  added  by  the  clerk.  Sixteen  of  those 
hooks  are  now  ready  for  signature,  and  the  remainder  are  in  progress,  and  only 
retarded  by  the  state  of  one  of  the  collector’s  books,  who  held  a fourth  of  the  Union, 
and  is  seriously  in  arrear. 

We  found  the  Union  divided  into  seven  collecting  districts.  Two  of  the  collec- 
tors held  nine  divisions  out  of  19,  and  those  the  largest  in  point  of  value  and 
population,  comprising  more  than  half  the  Union.  We  deemed  it  necessary  to  cur- 
tail those  districts,  and  increase  the  number  of  collectors.  We  therefore  advertised 
for  collectors  for  each  division  of  the  Union,  and  will  select  10  of  the  most  eligible 
that  offer ; having  divided  the  entire  into  10  nearly  equal  districts,  an  arrangement 
which,  we  trust,  will  facilitate  the  collection  of  the  rate,  and  give  greater  security 
against  fraud  or  neglect. 


Athlone  Union. 
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The  relieving  officers,  10  in  number,  were  elected  last  September,  but  never 
called  into  action.  We  had  them  before  us ; and  having  ascertained  from  our 
contractor,  the  possibility  of  obtaining  a supply  of  Indian  meal  on  credit,  for  distri- 
bution in  out-door  relief,  we  did  not  hesitate  to  place  the  books  in  their  hands,  with 
strict  injunctions  to  insert  only  the  most  destitute,  until  we  were  in  funds  to  war- 
rant further  relief. 

Two  of  the  relief  districts  are  vacant,  one  from  death,  and  one  from  resigna- 
tion ; we  have  therefore  advertised  for  those  districts  anew,  and  will  proceed  to 
elect  next  week. 

Of  the  amount  of  destitution  existing  in  the  Union  we  are  scarcely  yet  in  a 
position  to  speak,  but  it  is  evidently  very  great.  At  our  first  meeting  numbers 
presented  themselves  for  admission,  but  we  were  not,  unhappily,  in  any  position  to 
relieve  them. 

Two  inquests  have  been  held  within  the  last  week,  and  verdicts  of  “ death  from 
starvation”  returned.  We  have  been  waited  on  by  several  Roman  Catholic  clergy- 
men, whose  representations  of  the  state  of  the  poor  were  most  harrowing,  deaths 
from  want  being  of  common  occurrence ; but  our  perfect  want  of  funds,  and 
the  disorganized  state  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union  generally,  rendered  refusal  on  our 
part,  for  the  present,  but  too  painful  a duty. 

In  conclusion  we  can  only  add,  that  our  predecessors  have  left  us  but  a legacy 
of  debt  and  destitution,  that  will  demand  our  utmost  energy  to  surmount.  How- 
ever, the  Commissioners  may  rest  assured  that  no  amount  of  exertion  shall  be 
spared  by  us  to  correct  the  abuses  and  alleviate  the  miseries  of  the  poor. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — February  2,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  have  read  with  much  interest  your  very  explanatory  report  on  the  State  of 
the  workhouse  of  the  Athlon e Union,  when  you  took  charge  as  Vice-Guardians ; as 
well  as  on  the  collection  of  the  rates,  the  liabilities  of  the  late  Board,  and  the  extent 
of  destitution  existing  in  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  step  taken  towards  obtaining  a loan  from  the 
treasurer,  to  meet  the  urgent  creditors  of  the  late  Board;  also  your  arrangements 
for  collecting  the  rates  and  arrears,  and  calling  into  action  the  services  of  the 
relieving  officers. 

The  Commissioners  have  full  reliance  on  your  proceeding  to  cany  into  execu- 
tion all  your  powers  as  Guardians,  with  energy  and  discretion. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  6,  1848. 

We  had,  this  day,  information  sworn  against  one  of  the  late  rate 
collectors ; to-morrow  we  intend  proceeding  against  another  for  gross  frauds 
committed  against  the  rates  of  the  Union.'  We  trust  this  prompt  proceedin'* 
under  the  advice  of  a respectable  solicitor,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
resident  magistrate  (Mr.  Wilcox),  will  prevent  similar  dishonesty  hereafter, 
and  show  the  rate-payers  we  are  determined  to  protect  their  property. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  1 1,  1848. 

Having  in  our  last  report  laid  before  you  the  state  of  the  Union 
on  our  arrival,  and  the  measures  adopted  by  us  for  remedying  the  existing 
evils,  we  now  proceed,  as  briefly  as  possible,  to  report  progress. 

The  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  late  rate-collectors,  appearing  on  our  first 
examination  of  their  accounts,  have  all  been  paid  in ; but,  as  it  has  since  been 
discovered  that  three  of  the  collectors  returned  arrears  which  they  had  received 
and  applied  to  their  own  purposes,  we  have  had  informations  given,  in  order  to 
arrest  them  and  make  them  amenable  to  justice. 

The  collection  of  the  present  rate  is  progressing  satisfactorily,  and  already 
4184/.  6s.  4 d.  has  been  lodged  with  the  treasurer. 

The  collectors  do  not  anticipate  any  serious  difficulty  in  obtaining  the 
remainder  within  the  given  time. 

We  have  paid  all  the  liabilities  of  the  Union  up  to  the  31st  December,  1847. 

The  necessary  arrangements  for  fitting  up  the  house  at  Butlersbridge  havin'* 
beeu  completed,  we,  on  the  22nd  ultimo,  detached  85  children  out  of  the 
poor-house,  there  to  remain  till  further  orders,  under  charge  of  a wardsman  ; 
and  the  outhouses  having  since  been  fitted  up,  we,  yesterday,  added  80  more 
of  the  children  to  that  number.  Accommodation  has  also  been  provided  for 
100  girls,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  workhouse,  under  the  charge  of  the 
school-mistress.  Both  these  detachments  are  regular,  clean,  and  healthy. 

We  have  also  removed  30  fever  patients  to  the  large  store,  prepared  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cavan  for  that  purpose. 

The  medical  officer  has  reported  that  those  cases  of  fever  remaining  in  the 
poor-house,  will  be  convalescent  in  five  or  six  days. 

We  have,  accordingly,  directed  that  all  fresh  cases  of  fever  are  to  be  imme- 
diately removed  to  our  temporary  hospital,  and  thereby  hope,  in  a very  short 
time,  to  be  entirely  free  from  it  in  the  workhouse,  the  effects  of  which  have 
been  most  disastrous,  not  only  to  the  paupers,  but  likewise  to  the  officers,  as 
we  have  to  record  the  death  of  our  matron,  who  died  on  the  5th  instant,  bein'* 
the  third  -who  has  fallen  a victim  to  the  disease  within  the  last  12  months.  ° 

The  trades  we  proposed  in  our  last  report  for  giving  employment  to  the 
boys  in  the  house,  are  now  in  progress  under  qualified  masters. 

We  have  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners,  for  their  approval,  a report  on 
the  imperfect  state  of  the  sewers  and  ventilation  of  the  workhouse,  with  plans 
and  estimates  for  remedying  the  same,  which,  on  being  returned,  will  receive 
our  immediate  attention. 

We  also  forward  a report,  which  we  called  for  from  our  medical  officer, 
relative  to  an  alteration  in  the  dietary,  by  the  use  of  a larger  quantity  of  rice, 
which  we  have  no  doubt  will  tend  both  to  economy  and  the  health  of  the 
inmates. 

The  Vice-Guardians  having  reason  to  believe  that  the  existing  contracts 
were  not  on  the  most  advantageous  terms,  gave  due  notice  that  some  (with  the 
exception  of  milk)  would  be  discontinued  ^ have  advertised  for,  and  accepted 
others,  which  will  ensure  a cheaper  and  better  description  of  supplies  in  future. 

We  continue  a minute  scrutiny  and  revision  of  the  relieving  officers’  books, 
and  regret  to  be  obliged  to  add  that  distress  is  greatly  on  the  increase.  Relief 
was  given  for  the 
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Week  ending  25th  December  last,  viz. : — 

814  families,  representing  1673  persons,  cost  per  head  7 id.,  amounting 
to  511.  7s.  10 d. 

Week  ending  1st  January,  1848,  viz. : — 

1194  families,  representing  2497  persons,  cost  6$.  per  head,  amounting 
to  63 1 18s.  Qld. 

We  have  lately  been  overwhelmed  with  applications  from  the  able-bodied, 
and  have  given  to  this  subject  our  most  attentive  and  anxious  consideration, 
with  a view  to  discover  if  the  distress  was  of  so  urgent  a nature  as  to  render  it 
imperative  on  us  to  apply  to  the  Commissioners,  for  an  order  to  grant  relief 
under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Extension  Act.  We  do  not  consider  the  necessity 
for  such  a step  exists  at  present. 

The  relieving  officers  report  that  a great  number  of  this  class  of  applicants 
would  not  come  into  the  workhouse,  but  merely  demand  relief,  knowing  that 
we  have  no  room,  in  the  hope  of  being  allowed  some  provisionally,  till  next 
Board-day. 

Finding,  therefore,  that  the  children  and  fever  patients  already  removed  out 
of  the  house  insufficient  to  enable  us  to  test  the  able-bodied  applying,  we,  on 
the  4th  instant,  directed  that  all  the  paupers  in  the  house  who  were  entitled  to 
out-door  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Act,  should  be  forthwith  discharged, 
and  receive  a weekly  allowance  from  the  relieving  officer  of  their  own  district, 
of  six  pounds  of  meal  and  two-pence  for  lodging  for  adults ; three  pounds  of 
meal  and  one  penny  for  children  per  week.  We  have  thus  procured  room  for 
130  more  able-bodied  in  the  house,  and  hope,  by  continuing  this  practice,  we 
shall  be  able  to  admit  such  numbers  of  able-bodied  as  will  deter  any  but  the 
really  destitute,  from  applying  for  relief. 

Having  received  a certificate  from  the  Board  of  Health  as  to  the  necessity  of 
procuring  temporary  hospital  accommodation  for  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Arvagh  and  Ballinagh,  we  have  caused  a communication  to  be  addressed  to 
his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  requesting  an  order  to  reimbody  the 
two  Committees  of  the  aforesaid  divisions,  and  select  one  Committee  from  the 
two,  to  manage  the  temporary  fever  hospital  of  that  district. 

We  have  succeeded  in  renting  a house  iu  a central  position  for  that  purpose, 
which  will  be  prepared  against  Saturday -week,  and  which,  we  regret  to  state, 
is  absolutely  necessary  from  the  many  cases  of  fever  in  the  district. 

We  have  this  day  appointed  a revising  valuator,  at  an  annual  salary  of  35 l., 
whose  duties  will  be  to  attend  constantly  on  the  Board,  check  the  collectors’ 
accounts,  examine  into  and  report  on  objections  from  rate-payers,  which,  we 
apprehend  from  the  negligent  manner  in  which  the  late  revising  valuator  did 
Iris  duty,  will  be  most  numerous. 

We  continue  to  receive  the  most  cordial  co-operation  from  all  parties  resident 
in  the  Union,  who  unanimously  express  their  satisfaction  at  the  measures  adopted 
by  us,  to  which  they  attribute  the  good  effects  already  visible,  and  state 
their  fervent  hope  that  they  may  never  again  have  to  deal  with  a Board  of 
local  Guardians. 

Enclosure. 

Dr.  Coyne  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — January,  1848. 

In  reply  to  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  addressed  to  me  as  medical  officer  of  the  Cavan 
Union,  I beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  suggestions  : — 

That,  after  a careful  consideration  of  the  present  dietary  of  the  Cavan  Union  workhouse,  and 
after  six  years’  experience  of  its  results  on  the  health  of  the  inmates,  I consider  the  introduction 
of  rice  a most  decided  improvement. 

I would  suggest  the  use  of  rice  instead  of  Indian  meal,  in  the  following  proportions,  viz., 
Adults. 

Breakfast — ozs.  oaten  meal,  half  a pint  mixed  milk,  with  If  ozs.  rice  properly  pre 
pared  and  made  into  stirabout. 

Dinner — 1 lb.  brown  bread  and  half  a pint  mixed  milk. 

N.B.— The  interval  between  breakfast  and  dinner  I consider  too  short,  and  would 
consider  that  breakfast  should  be  at  9,  dinner  at  4 o’clock. 

Children  9 to  15  years  of  age. 

Breakfast — 2 ozs.  oatmeal,  1 oz.  rice,  half  a pint  mixed  milk. 

Dinner — 8 ozs.  brown  bread,  half  a pint  mixed  milk. 

Supper — 8 ozs.  flummery  boiled,  1 noggin  new  milk. 
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Children  2 to  9 years  of  age. 

Breakfast — 1£  oz.  oatmeal,  £ oz.  rice,  1 noggin  new  milk. 

Dinner — 6 ozs.  brown  bread,  1 noggin  new  milk. 

Supper — 6 ozs.  flummery,  1 noggin  new  milk. 

Infants  under  2 years  of  age. 

Breakfast — 1 \ oz.  oatmeal,  oz.  rice,  1 noggin  new  milk. 

Dinner — 4 ozs.  white  bread,  1 noggin  new  milk. 

Supper — 4 ozs.  flummery,  1 noggin  new  milk. 

The  foregoing  is  what,  I think,  should  be  adopted  as  a dietary  for  the  general  house.  It 
includes  my  answer  to  the  second  and  third  paragraphs  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo ; I 
think  it  will  be  found  to  conduce  to  the  general  health  of  the  house,  particularly  amongst  the 
children,  with  whom  I have  found  the  former  dietary  very  objectionable,  the  mixed  milk  and 
stirabout  tending  to  increase  the  disposition  to  relaxed  bowels  in  scrofulous  habits,  a disease 
very  prevalent  amongst  the  lower  orders  in  this  country. 

With  regard  to  the  clothing  : — 

I have  never  considered  the  material  now  in  use  (fustians)  for  trowsers  beneficial  either  as 
regards  economy  or  comfort,  and  would  feel  inclined  to  recommend  dark  coloured  cord,  which 
never  requires  washing,  and  will  be  found  a much  more  durable  article;  the  beddincr  and  bed 
clothing  are  deficient  in  quantity,  but  in  quality  good.  As  regards  any  suggestions  of  mine 
respecting  any  improvement  tending  to  advance  the  general  health  of  the  inmates,  I would 
observe  that  Mr.  Hague’s  plan  of  altering  the  sewerage  is  most  advisable,  and  that  the  system 
of  ventilation  recommended  by  Mr.  Phelan  on  his  last  visit,  appears  to  be  most  essential. 

P.S. — If  possible  I would  prefer  frieze  trousers  during  the  winter  and  spring  months,  and  I 
understand  it  would  not  be  more  exp  ensive  than  our  present  arrangements,  but  much  more 
healthy,  particularly  amongst  the  old  and  ailing  young. 


Reply  to  tlie  above  : — January  17,  1848. 

I am  to  transmit  herewith  a copy  of  a form  of  order,  authorizing  out- 
door relief  to  certain  classes  not  included  in  section  1 of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Extension  Act,  and  to  state  that,  should  the  accommodation  now  provided  by 
you  not  be  found  sufficient,  the  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  issue  an 
order  in  this  form,  to  enable  you  to  make  still  more  room  in  the  ‘workhouse, 
by  relieving  any  persons  now  in  it,  who  belong  to  the  classes  adverted  to,  by 
means  of  out-door  relief. 


.The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice- Guardians  : — January  21,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  perceiving  from  your  recent  reports  on  the  Cavan 
Union,  the  improved  state  of  the  finances  of  that  Union,  and  that  you  have  paid 
nearly  all  the  liabilities  of  the  Union  up  to  3 1st  December,  1847,  I am  directed 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  advance  of  300Z.,  made  by  the  British  Relief 
Association,  in  December  last,  with  a view  to  the  repayment  of  the  amount 
as  soon  as  the  funds  in  hand,  from  the  collection  of  the  rate,  admit  of  such 
repayment. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington: — January  19,  1848. 

With  reference  to  a constabulary  report,  dated  1st  instant,  transmitted 
to  the  Commissioners,  relative  to  the  death  of  a woman  named  Mary  Clarke, 
on  the  30th  ultimo,  in  the  Cavan  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to 
transmit,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  a copy  of 
a report,  dated  the  11th  instant,  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Cavan  Union,  to 
whom  the  Commissioners  referred,  on  the  subject. 

Constabulary  Report  referred  to. in  the  foregoing. 

Ballyjamesdiff,  January  I,  1848. 

I have  to  report  the  death  of  Mary  Clark  on  the  30th  ultimo,  when  on  her  way  to 
Cavan  poorhouse. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  verdict 

We  find  that  the  deceased,  Mary  Clark,  of  Toher,  a widow,  aged  55,  died  from  cholic 
produced  by  eating  raw  turnips,  which  migfit  not  have  had  the  same  effect  had  she  not 
suffered  from  previous  want,  and  we  do  acquit  James  Brady,  relieving  officer,  of  any  neglect  of 
duty  towards  deceased. 

H.  Trotter, 

The  Inspector- General,  Bead  Constable,  2 nd  Class. 

Sfe.  Sfc. 
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Vice-Guardians’  Report  above  referred  to  : — January  11,  1848. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  enclosing  a copy 
of  a verdict  found  on  Mary  Clark,  and  enquiring  if  any  application  had  been  made  for  relief 
on  the  part  of  the  deceased,  and  we  have  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
the  following  circumstances : — 

Mary  Clark  applied  for  relief  on  the  26th  November,  to  the  relieving  officer,  James  Brady, 
who  offered  her  a ticket  for  the  workhouse,  which  she  refused.  On  the  24th  December  she 
again  applied  for  relief,  stating  her  distress  and  her  willingness  then  to  enter  the  workhouse,  on 
which  the  relieving  officer  gave  her  a ticket  and  71bs.  of  meal  as  provisional  relief,  for  herself 
and  her  child,  till  the  following  Tuesday,  which  was  three  days. 

She  came  on  the  following  Monday  to  the  workhouse,  and  was  informed  there  would  be  no  ' 
room  till  the  next  da.y  (the  regular  Board-day)  ; and  on  her  way  here  on  Tuesday,  it  appears, 
she  fell  ill  and  died.  Part  of  the  meal  given  by  the  relieving  officer  on  the  previous  Friday 
was  found  in  her  house  after  her  death. 

From  all  enquiry  we  have  made  we  do  not  consider  that  any  blame  can  be  attached  to  the 
relieving  officer. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  19,  1848. 

Three  cases  of  rescue  of  cattle  distrained  by  collectors  have  lately  taken 
place  in  this  Union.  We  forward  the  statement  of  the  collectors  herewith  for 
the  information  of  your  Board. 

In  the  case  of  Robert  Buchanan,  collector,  we  caused  summonses  to  be  issued 
for  the  petty  sessions  in  Cavan,  where  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians  attended. 
The  magistrates  received  informations  in  the  case  of  Peter  Coby ; and  in  the 
case  of  Andrew  Galligan  allowed  it  to  remain  over  until  next  court  day,  the 
26th  instant,  on  the  application  of  the  defendant. 

In  the  case  of  Peter  M ‘Donald,  collector,  he  reports  that  the  magistrates  at 
sessions  in  Belturbet  appeared  desirous  of  giving  time  to  the  defendant,  with  a 
view  to  a compromise,  which  we  consider  a dangerous  example,  aud  likely  to 
obstruct  the  collectors  hereafter. 

We  then  caused  Buchanan,  the  collector,  to  swear  informations,  to  ground 
an  application  to  the  magistrates  to  grant  him  the  protection  of  the  police  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty.  We  tendered  them  to  the  Bench ; but  the  Court 
declined  to  interfere,  or  grant  the  aid  required,  referring  us  to  the  Govern- 
ment. We  forward  Buchanan’s  informations. 

We  submit  the  foregoing,  and  take  leave  to  suggest  to  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners to  obtain  from  Government  the  aid  required ; also  that  the  nearest 
resident  magistrate  be  requested  to  attend  on  next  Saturday  at  Belturbet,  on 
.which  day  many  cases  of  parties  being  in  arrear,  and  summoned  by  a collector 
of  the  name  of  Reilly,  will  be  heard. 

We  regret  to  be  obliged  to  add,  that  some  of  the  magistrates  are  not  desirous 
of  giving  to  the  collectors  of  the  Poor  Rate,  that  assistance  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty  which  they  require. 

Enclosures, 

Mr.  Buchanan  to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Cavan  Union : — January  17;  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  report  that  on  Friday,  the  14th  day  of  January  instant,  I proceeded  to 
the  lands  of  Deumore,  in  said  Union,  aud  then  and  there  seized  upon  a cow,  the  property  of 
Mary  Coby,  of  said  Deumore,  for  the  sum  of  3 1.  poor  rates ; whereupon  her  son,  Peter  Coby_ 
came  forward  in  a most  violent  manner,  armed  with  large  stones,  and  then  and  there  rescued 
the  said  cow  from  me,  for  which  outrage  I will  this  day  apply  to  a magistrate  for  a warrant 
against  the  said  Peter  Coby. 

And  furthermore,  I beg  leave  to  report,  that  on  Saturday,  the  15th  day  of  January  instant,  I 
proceeded  to  the  lands  of  Black  Bull,  in  the  said  Cavan  Union,  and  then  and  there  ordered  my 
man,  James  M'Mahon,  to  loose  out  a cow  which  was  then  tied  in  a byre;  whereupon  Andrew 
Galligan  and  his  wife,  of  said  Black  Bull,  came  violently  and  struck  the  said  James  M'Mahon, 
and  knocked  him  down  twice ; and  said  Andrew  dragged  myself,  and  would  not  let  me  drive 
off  said  cow  for  poor  rates — amount  SI.  4s. 


Mr.  M'Donald,  Collector,  to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Cavan  Union  : — January  17, 1848. 

I beg  leave  to  report  that  on  Friday,  the  14th  instant,  I went  to  the  lands  of  Drumcro, 
and  seized  two  cows  for  poor  rate  due  off  said  lands,  which  cows  were  rescued  from  me  by 
Phill.  Fannon  and  others.  The  said  Phill.  Fannon  I caused  to  be  taken  before  the  bench  of 
magistrates  at  Belturbet  on  the  15th  instant,  and  thev  postponed  the  case  until  the  22nd 
instant,  that  in  the  meantime  the  landlord  would  have  it  "settled. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit . 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


413 


County  of  Cavan,  1 The  information  of  Robert  Buchanan,  of  Carrig,  in  the  county  of  Cavan. 

to  wit.  /Informant  saith,  that  in  the.  month  of  December,  1847,  he  was  appointed  by 
the  Vice-Guardians  of  Cavan  Union,  in  said  county  of  Cavan,  collector  for  the  electoral  divisions 
of  Denn  and  Kilnaleek,  in  said  county,  to  collect  such  poor  rates  and  arrears  thereof  as  were 
then  returned  to  him  in  a certain  book  now  in  informant’s  possession.  Informant  saith,  amongst 
other  persons  returned  therein  as  due  and  owing  poor  rate  to  the  said  Vice-Guardians  is  Mary 
Coby,  as  due  and  owing  the  sum  of  three  pounds,  out  of  the  lands  of  Deumore,  in  said  county. 
Informant  further  saith,  that  repeated  applications  for  payment  of  same  were  made,  but 
without  effect.  Informant  saith,  that  on  the  14th  of  January,  184S,  he  went  to  said  lands  of 
Deumore,  so  in  possession  of  said  Mary  Coby,  and  distrained  a cow,  her  property,  for  said 
sum  of  three  pounds,  being  the  amount  of  poor  rate  due  and  payable  by  her  out  of  the  said 
lands  to  the  said  Vice-Guardians  of  said  Cavan  Union;  but  on  informant  making  said  seizure, 
said  cow  was  rescued  by  Peter  Coby,  the  son  of  the  said  Mary,  who  threatened  that  if  in- 
formant persisted  in  taking  away  said  cow,  he  would  inflict  serious  injury  on  him,  he  being  at 
same  time  armed  with  stones,  and  used  such  threats  and  language  as  prevented  this  informant 
from  completing  said  seizure,  or  discharging  his  duty  towards  the  said  Vice-Guardians. 
Informant  further  saith,  that  without  the  assistance  of  a police  force  he  will  be  unable  to  levy 
the  various  amounts  of  rate  to  be  by  him  collected,  as  informant  has  heard,  and  verily  believes, 
every  opposition  will  be  given  to  the  collection  of  same ; and  without  such  assistance  informant’s 
life  will  be  endangered. 

Robert  Buchanan. 

Sworn  before  us  this  19th  day  of  January,  1848. 

Theophilcs  Thompson,  J.P.,  1 Justices  of  the  Peace 
R.  Erskine,  j for  the  Co.  Cavan. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  in  reply  to  the  above : — 
January  21,  1S48. 

The  Commissioners  having  communicated  with  the  Government,  they 
are  informed  that  Mr.  Holmes  has  been  written  to,  directing  his  attendance 
and  aid  at  Belturbet,  but  it  is  feared  he  will  uot  receive  the  letter  in  time. 


The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  20,  1848. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  of  the  17th  instant, 
enclosing  a copy  of  a form  of  an  order  from  the  Commissioners,  authorizing 
out-door  relief  to  certain  classes  not  included  in  section  1 of  the  Irish  Exten- 
sion Act,  and  stating  that  the  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  issue  an  order 
in  that  form  to  us,  should  we  require  it. 

We  have  now  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  the 
accommodation  provided  by  us  in  out-houses,  and  the  numbers  already  dis- 
charged from  the  house,  have  proved  insufficient  to  enable  us  to  test  the  many 
able-bodied  still  applying  for  relief,  and  we  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  an 
order  in  the  same  form  may  he  issued  for  this  Union,  which  will  enable  us  to 
make  still  more  room  in  the  workhouse,  by  relieving  any  persons  now  in  it, 
who  belong  to  the  classes  adverted  to,  by  means  of  out-door  relief. 


Commissioners’  Order  for  Out-door  Relief  under  Section  2 of  10  Vic.  c.  31. 

To  the  Paid  Officers  acting  in  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Cavan  Union ; to  the  Clerk  or  Clerks  to  the  Justices 
of  the  Petty  Sessions,  held  for  the  Division  or  Divisions  in  which  the 
Townlands  and  Places  comprised  within  the  said  Union  are  situated, 
and  to  all  others  whom  it  may  concern. 

Whereas  it  has  beeD  shown  to  our  satisfaction,  that,  by  reason  of  the  want  of 
room  in  the  workhouse  of  the  Cavan  Union,  adequate  relief  cannot  he  afforded 
to  destitute  poor  persons,  being  widows  with  one  child  dependent  on  them 
respectively ; or  to  destitute  poor  persons,  being  children  whose  parents  are 
both  dead ; or  to  destitute  poor  persons  being  able-bodied  men,  one  or  more 
members  of  whose  families,  dependent  on  them  for  support,  are  affected  by 
severe  sickness  or  serious  accident. 

Now  therefore,  we,  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief 
of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  the  paid  officers 
ucting  in  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  said  Union, 


Cavan  Union. 
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for  the  period  of  two  months  from  the  date  of  this  order,  to  administer  relief 
out  of  the  workhouse  in  food  to  such  destitute  persons  as  aforesaid,  being 
widows  with  one  child  dependent  on  them  respectively ; or  being  children 
whose  parents  are  both  dead ; or  being  able-bodied  men,  one  or  more  mem- 
bers of  whose  families,  dependent  on  them  for  support,  are  affected  by  severe 
sickness  or  serious  accident. 

Sealed  with  our  seal,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight. 

(Signed)  E.  T.  B.  Twisleton. 

(Countersigned)  W.  Stanley,  Secretary . 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  24,  1848. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant, 
calling  our  attention  to  an  advance  of  300Z.  made  to  this  Union  by  the  British 
Relief  Association,  and  in  reply,  we  beg  to  state  that  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
Union  are  so  flourishing,  that  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  repay  the  sum  in 
question,  and  are  prepared  to  do  so  on  receiving  instructions  from  you,  as  to  the 
mode  of  making  such  repayment. 


The  Commissioners  to  Count  Strzelecki: — February  14,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  inform  you  that  they  have 
received  a communication  from  the  clerk  of  the  Cavan  Union,  in  which  he 
states  that  the  Vice-Guardians  have  forwarded  the  sum  of  300Z.  to  Commis- 
sary-General, Sir  R.  J.  Routh,  in  repayment  of  the  loan  made  by  the  British 
Relief  Association  to  that  Union. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  13,  1848. 

We  beg  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  our  report 
on  the  general  progress  of  affairs  in  the  Cavan  Union  since  we  last  had  the 
honour  of  addressing  you. 

The  finances,  we  are  happy  to  inform  you,  are  in  a most  flourishing  con- 
dition, upwards  of  11,000/.  of  the  new  rate  having  been  collected  and  lodged 
wi  treasurer  in  the  short  space  of  six  weeks.  This  has  enabled  us  to  pay 
off  all  liabilities,  including  a loan  of  300/.  from  the  British  Relief  Association; 
Koarfj’ m cur,reut  exPenses  of  a crowded  workhouse ; give  out-door  relief  to 
5f°®  dmly,  and  there  is  now  a balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  of  upwards 
oi  4000/.  r 

The  unfortunate  illness  of  our  clerk  from  fever,  the  death  of  our  matron, 
and  the  resignation  of  our  master,  have  of  late  greatly  increased  our  labours  : 
but  we  have  nevertheless  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  gradual  improve- 
ment in  the  state  of  the  house. 

We  are  rigidly  enforcing  the  strictest  discipline  and  regularity  in  the  classi- 
fication and  management  of  the  paupers,  according  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Hoor  Law^vlnch  appears  hitherto  to  have  been  in  a great  measure  set  at 
nought.  This  we  trust  will  make  the  poor-house  what  it  should  be,  a test  of 
destitution,  and  none  but  the  really  destitute  will  wish  to  avail  themselves 


We  have  procured  ample  supplies  of  clothing,  in  which  articles  the  poor- 
house  was  lamentably  deficient,  so  much  so  as  to  account,  in  a great  measure, 
lor  the  continuance  and  prevalence  of  disease  ; this  will  be  readily  understood 
w len  we  inform  you,  that  the  inmates  were  allowed  to  remain  on  many 
occasions  for  a month  and  five  weeks  without  a change  of  linen.  The  master, 
ra  esmen,  and  paupers  employed  under  them,  assisted  in  making  the  clothing. 
. . e hundred  and  fifty  paupers  are  at  present  accommodated  in  houses 

taxen  in  the  neighbourhood  for  that  purpose,  and  you  will  be  glad  to  learn 
that  these  establishments  are  well  conducted  and  healthy. 

lhe  excellent  plan  for  ventilation  recommended  by  Mr. -Wilkinson,  has  been 
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carried  into  effect  since  the  removal  of  the  fever  patients  to  the  temporary- 
hospital  in  the  vicinity ; and  we  have,  since  our  last  report,  discovered  that  the 
imperfect  sewerage  was  principally  caused  by  the  contractor  for  emptying  the 
same,  not  properly  performing  his  duty.  Measures  have  been  adopted  for 
remedying  this  evil. 

We  now  come  to  the  subject  of  out-door  relief,  and  have  every  reason  to 
congratulate  ourselves  in  having  succeeded,  after  much  anxiety  and  labour,  in 
obtaining  a most  trustworthy  and  efficient  staff  of  relieving  officers,  who  are 
performing  their  arduous  duties  with  the  utmost  zeal,  activity,  and  firmness, 
under  very  trying  circumstances.  We  are  most  particular  in  making  a weekly 
examination  of  their  Application  Books,  and  in  visiting  the  depots  as  often  as 
our  more  urgent  duties  will  permit.  We  can  safely  state  that  the  intentions 
of  the  Legislature  are  being  carried  out  to  their  full  and  beneficial  extent  in 
this  Union,  and  no  person  need  now  starve.  Out-door  relief  was  given  for  the 
month  ending  the  5th  February  to  upwards  of  5300  persons  daily,  coming 
under  the  1st  and  a limited  portion  of  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Extension 
Act,  at  a cost  of  5 %d.  per  head  per  week;  total  cost  of  out-door  relief  for  one 
month,  521/.  Os.  Id. 

So  far  our  humble  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  success ; -we  cannot  however 
conceal  from  ourselves  the  anxiety  and  apprehension  with  which  we  view  the 
state  of  the  able-bodied  in  this  Union,  and  our  prospects  for  the  next  four  or 
five  months. 

The  greatest  possible  distress  prevails  throughout  the  entire  Union ; there  is 
(except  in  a few  praiseworthy  instances)  a total  want  of  employment.  The 
able-bodied  who  have  hitherto  supported  themselves  on  the  produce  of  their 
o-ardens,  and  on  small  patches  of  turnips  and  cabbages  which  they  had  raised, 
and  who  would  submit  to  any  privations  to  stop  out  of  the  poor-house,  have 
exhausted  their  slender  means,  and  have  nothing  now  to  look  to  but  employ- 
ment or  the  poor  house.  They  daily  offer  themselves  in  numbers,  and  no 
Greater  proof  can  be  adduced  of  the  extreme  distress,  than  the  willingness 
with  which  many  give  up  their  holdings  to  entitle  them  to  relief. 

We  have  availed  ourselves  of  every  means  in  our  power,  to  arrive  at  a feme 
knowledge  of  the  condition  and  resources  of  the  Union ; it  may  not  be  out  of 
place  here  to  detail  the  result  of  our  observations,  and  the  causes  which  in 
our  humble  opinion,  have  led  to  such  a lamentable  state  of  destitution  in  so 
wealthy  a Union,  and  one  possessed  of  so  many  natural  advantages. 

The  extent  of  the  Union  is  178,723  acres,  the  population  97,211  ; the  net 
annual  value  1 14,996/. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  population  is  considerably  over  that  of  other 
Unions,  as  compared  with  the  extent ; the  land  is  subdivided  to  a frightful 
degree ; the  number  of  holdings  under  one  acre,  2200 ; over  one  acre,  not 
exceeding  five,  1661;  over  five,  not  exceeding  ten,  2854.  Fifty-acre  farms,  so 
common  in  adjoining  counties,  are  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  this  Union.  Agri- 
culture is  notoriously  backward ; the  wretched  system  of  taking  potatoes  and 
oats  from  the  land  till  it  will  bear  no  longer,  has  been  carried  to  its  fullest 
extent,  and  the  proper  rotation  of  crops  is  altogether  untried  and  unknown.  F ew 
Unions  in  Ireland  present  greater  facilities  for  drainage,  or  are  more  in  need  of 
it,  yet  this  important  step  has  been  almost  entirely  neglected ; a complete 
apathy  seems  to  pervade  all  classes. 

In  such  a Union  as  above  described,  what  could  be  expected  when  the 
potatoes  failed,  but  the  misery  and  destitution  which  it  has  been  our  painful 
duty  to  relate.  Even  the  agricultural  society,  formed  some  time  back  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  has  been  allowed  to  fall  to  the  ground  from  want  of  proper 
encouragement.  What  assistance  it  might  now  have  afforded  to  the  small 
classes  of  farmers  had  it  continued  in  existence ! 

We  have  made  and  are  still  making,  every  exertion  in  our  power  to  meet  the 
applications  from  the  able-bodied ; we  have  discharged  from  the  house  all 
those  under  the  1st  section  giving  them  out-door  relief ; we  have  removed  350 
of  the  children  into  houses  taken  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  endeavoured  in 
every  way  to  reserve  the  workhouse  solely  as  a test  for  the  able-bodied..  All 
has  proved  insufficient  to  accommodate  the  number  of  this  class  of  applicants, 
and  we  have  this  day  taken  another  large  house  which  will  hold  the  remainder 
of  the  children,  and  make  room  for  500  more  able-bodied  in  the  workhouse. 

If,  however,  the  landowners  and  farmers  of  the  Union  do  not  immediately 
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Cavan  Union,  exert  themselves,  and  co-operate  with  the  Poor  Law  by  giving  ample  employ- 
ment,  the  means  for  which  are  now  so  advantageously  offered  by  Parliament, 
though  we  may  for  a few  weeks  obviate  the  necessity  of  applying  for  an  order 
authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  that  expedient  must  ultimately 
be  adopted. 

Notwithstanding  the  distressing  circumstances  under  which  this  country  is 
labouring,  we  calculate  if  the  co-operation  alluded  to  were  afforded,  a rate  of 
from  4^.  to  5s.  in  the  pound  would  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Union  for  twelve 
months.  Should  it  be  withheld,  one  at  least  double  that  must  be  the  con- 
sequence. 

Deeply  sensible  of  the  sacred  and  important  trust  confided  to  us  of  providing 
for  the  support  of  the  destitute,  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  protecting  the  property 
of  the  rate-payers  on  the  other,  we  submitted  to  the  latter  our  views  on  this 
subject,  in  an  address  shortly  after  our  arrival. 

We  called  upon  them  to  choose  between  supporting  the  poor  in  idleness  or 
in  profitable  employment,  and  regret  to  say  they  have  not  as  yet  profited  by 
our  suggestions,  humbly  but  earnestly  offered ; if  they  continue  to  disregard 
advice,  the  benefit  of  following  which  is  so  obviously  to  their  own  advantage, 
on  themselves  alone  will  rest  the  awful  responsibility  of  the  result. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Bates,  Vice-Guardian : — February  24,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for 
Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a report  made  by 
yourself  and  your  late  colleague,  Mr.  Robinson,  as  Vice-Guardians  of  the 
Cavan  Union,  on  the  13th  instant,  and  I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’ 
satisfaction  with  the  contents  thereof,  which,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the 
measures  hitherto  adopted  by  yourself  and  Mr.  Robinson,  satisfy  the  Commis- 
sioners that  you  have  acted  with  the  utmost  prudence  and  propriety  in  the 
discharge  -of  your  difficult  duties. 

The  Commissioners  lament  the  existence  of  so  much  distress  among  the 
able-bodied  poor  in  the  Cavan  Union,  which  your  report  shows  to  be  increasing, 
in  the  absence  of  due  employment,  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors  and  occupiers 
of  land  throughout  the  Union.  Should  the  workhouse  and  additional  work- 
house  become  full  in  consequence,  the  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to 
authorize  relief  to  the  able-bodied  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Relief  Extension 
Act,  whenever  that  step  may  be  shown  to  them  to  be  necessary. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


417 


Castlebar  Union. 


CASTLEBAR  UNION. 


Captain  Faeren,  Temporary  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners. 


Report  for  the  Week  ended  21st  November,  1847. 

My  attention  has  been  directed,  during  the  past  week,  to  the  accounts  of 
the  collector  of  the  Union,  and  the  progress  made  in  collecting  the  rate. 

Monday  last  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  examination  of  the  accounts  in 
question ; but  in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  Mr.  Maley,  the  collector,  the 
duty  was  postponed  until  Friday,  upon  which  day  he  attended,  and  produced 
his  books  for  inspection. 

£.  s.  d. 

The  total  amount  collected  to  that  date  (19th  Nov.)  was  369  17  6 

Being  for  the  electoral  division  of  Castlebar  . 358  5 81 

Ditto  ditto  Turlough  . 11  11  9J 


Leaving  the  following  sums  uncollected  : — 
Castlebar  electoral  division  . 


Turlough  ditto 

Addergoole  ditto 

Drum  ditto 

Ballintobber  ditto 

Ballyhean  ditto 

Breaffy  ditto 

Islandeady  North,  ditto 
Balia  ditto 

Strade  ditto 


Total  uncollected  . 


£.  5.  d. 

2,328  2 li 
741  10  2 
889  12  1 

899  1 1 

708  14  84 
749  17  74 
465  7 6 
486  0 104 
851  4 14 

1,457  15  15 


9,577  5 4f 


None  of  the  large  proprietors  have  yet  paid  the  rate.  The  collector  has  been 
engaged  in  making  out  the  charges  against  them,  and  many  of  them  have  been 
served.  Some  of  these  gentlemen  are  disposed  to  meet  their  liabilities,  and  to 
facilitate  matters.  The  collector  has  had  interviews  with  several. 

The  collection  commenced  on  the  27th  October,  and  upwards  of  600  notices 
have  been  served,  principally  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Addergoole,  Turlough, 
Strade,  and  Castlebar. 

I have  arranged  that  the  collectors’  books  and  accounts  shall  be  examined 
weekly,  and  that  a list  of  the  persons  to  whom  application  has  been  unsuccess- 
fully made  during  the  week,  with  the  reasons  given  for  non-payment  in  each 
case,  shall  at  the  same  time  be  produced. 

These  lists  will  be  returned  for  reference,  and  instructions  given  to  the  col- 
lector respecting  each  case.  I have,  at  the  same  time,  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  collector  will  perform  his  duty  with  energy  and  impartiality. 

The  course  which  it  seems  most  advisable  to  pursue,  is  to  induce  the  large 
proprietors  (some  of  whom  are  fairly  disposed)  to  meet  their  liability,  and  their 
example  may  influence  other  rate-payers  who  appear  inclined  to  oppose  a 
passive  resistance ; leaving  harsh  measures  as  a last  resource,  to  be  however 
used  when  necessary,  and  firmly  enforced. 

There  is  another  class  who  are  inclined  to  conform  to  the  law,  but  unable  to 
meet  the  whole  of  their  liabilities  at  once. 

With  regard  to  the  small  holders  of  land  in  the  rural  districts  (many  of  whom 
have  never  paid  poor-rates),  the  collector  will  have  many  difficulties.  Some 
are  unable  to  pay  the  rates,  and  others  I understand,  are  removing  their  produce 
to  avoid  seizure.  Delays  are  also  occasioned  by  the  disputes  respectin'* 
liability,  arising  from  the  subdivision  of  the  land  and  the  mode  in  which  leases 
are  held,  and  the  fact  of  the  rate  having  been  struck  upon  an  old  valuation. 

3 H 
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Castlebar  Union. 


The  revising  officer  having  retained  the  latest  books  in  his  possession,  in  con 
sequence  of  the  inability  of  the  Guardians  to  pay  him  his  salary,  at  the  time  the 
rate  in  question  was  in  course  of  preparation,  increases  the  difficulty. 

These,  however,  are  points  which  can  be  met,  and  I only  mention  them  in 
explanation  of  the  delays  which  may  be  expected  to  arise,  in  the  collection  of 
the  rate,  however  zealously  and  vigorously  the  collector  may  act,  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  allude  to  the  good  feeling  generally  felt, 
towards  the  Vice-Guardians  by  all  classes  in  the  Union.  On  their  arrival  here, 
they  were  at  first  unpopular  with  some ; but  their  straightforward  business-like 
mode  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  and  their  courteous  bearing,  have 
gained  the  respect  of  all  : a result  satisfactory  to  themselves,  and  of  great 
advantage  to  the  public  service. 

The  liabilities  of  the  Union  are  very  heavy;  on  the  31st  October  they 

amounted  to £4,740  15  5 

(Exclusive  of  sums  due  to  Government  for  workhouse 
loan,  or  on  account  of  advances  made  by  Relief 
Commissioners,  or  any  loan  for  building  purposes), 
viz. : — 

£.  s.  d. 

Due  to  the  Union  treasurer  . 1,790  8 11 

Ditto  contractors  for  provision,  &c.  2,725  8 2 

Ditto  officers’  salaries,  including 
relieving  officers  . . . 224  18  4 


4,740  15  5 

And  as  legal  proceedings  have  been  threatened  by  some  of  the  creditors  (a 
subpoena  having  been  served  upon  the  clerk  for  a claim  of  6001  in  one  instance, 
and  a letter  from  the  treasurer’s  attorney,  calling  for  payment  of  a similar  sum, 
having  been  received  in  another),  it  is  proposed  that  an  arrangement  shall  be 
entered  into,  by  which  50  per  cent,  of  the  rate  will  be  appropriated,  as  it  is 
collected,  to  meet  the  debts  of  the  Union,  and  the  remainder  reserved  for  the 
current  expenses  of  the  workhouse ; and  the  treasurer,  who  it  will  be  seen  is 
the  principal  creditor,  having  stated  his  willingness  to  meet  the  views  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  in  the  matter,  an  interview  will  take  place  between  that 
gentleman  and  the  Vice- Guardians  on  Wednesday,  in  order  that  the  details 
may  be  arranged,  when  they  will  be  submitted  to  the  creditors  generally. 

The  applications  for  admission  to  the  workhouse  continue-  to.  increase.  The 
following  was  the  state  of  the  house  yesterday  morning  (the  20th) 


Males  15  years  and  upwards  . 

109 

Females  ditto 

204 

Boys  under  15  years 

172 

Girls  ditto 

16S 

Children  under  2 years  . 

27 

675 

Of  the  above  in  fever 
Other  cases  . 

32 

55 

87 

Increase  in  fever  cases,  5. 

Seventy  applicants  were  admitted,  to  make  room  for  whom  34  individuals 
(infirm  persons  or  widows  with  two  or  more  children)  were  discharged  and 
transferred  to  the  out-door  relief  list. 

The  house  in  the  town  of  Castlebar,  the  Guardians  had  in  view  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  children,  is  not  yet  available.  The  occupier  has  pro- 
mised. to  give  up  possession  of  a portion  within  a fortnight  (the  house  to  which 
he  will  remove  not  being  quite  ready),  when,  if  the  agreement  for  hiring  the 
premises  be  completed,  the  necessary  alterations  will  be  proceeded  with. 
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Notwithstanding  the  attention  paid  by  the  medical  officer,  the  number  of 
fever  cases  has  increased.  Every  effort  to  obtain  a house  for  a fever  hospital 
has  failed,  and  no  alternative  remains  but  to  press  forward  the  temporary  fever 
sheds  now  in  course  of  erection,  in  the  workhouse  grounds,  one  of  which,  to 
contain  25  patients,  is  in  a forward  state,  but  the  foundation  of  the  other  is  not 
yet  completed.  In  the  mean  time,  no  applicant  suffering  from  fever  is  admitted 
to  the  workhouse.  Such  cases  when  duly  authenticated,  are  entered  on  the 
out-door  register,  and  relief  administered  by  the  relieving  officer.  The  distress 
in  this  Union  will  be  very  great ; many  families  at  present  have  no  other  sub- 
sistence than  the  small  crop  of  turnips,  produced  from  the  seed  provided  for 
them  by  the  Government  or  charitable  associations.  The  pressure  will,  I trust, 
be  diminished  by  the  aid  the  British  Association  are  anxious  to  afford  to  the 
children  attending  the  existing  schools.  I have  endeavoured  to  obtain  the 
necessary  information  respecting  these  schools,  .and  have  visited  several  of  the 
electoral  divisions  during  the  week  for  the  purpose.  Returns  from  some  of  the 
districts  have  reached  me,  and  I hope  to  obtain  all  during  the  ensuing  week. 
The  aid  thus  afforded  will  be  the  more  valuable,  as  it  will  not  be  susceptible  of 
much  abuse,  and  will  have  a direct  tendency  to  improve  the  moral  and  social 
condition  of  the  district. 

Fever,  which  prevailed  extensively  throughout  the  Union,  has  somewhat 
abated,  and  is  not  generally  fatal  in  its  effects. 


Reply  to  the  above: — November  26,  1847. 

With  regard  to  your  suggestion  that  a less  sum  than  3s.  in  the  pound 
might  be  demanded  as  an  instalment  of  the  rate,  I am  to  state  that  the  Com- 
missioners do  not  feel  warranted  in  authorizing  by  their  sanction,  the  acceptance 
of  any  less  amount,  as  an  instalment  of  the  rate  due.  The  Commissioners  rely 
upon  the  Vice-Guardians  taking  the  most  active  and  vigorous  course  which  is 
open  to  them,  for  the  speedy  and  effectual  collection  of  the  rates,  from  all 
classes  throughout  the  Union,  having  regard  only  to  the  means  of  payment  and 
the  wants  of  the  Union ; and  they  have  no  doubt  that  the  efforts  of  the  Guardians 
will  be  continuously  directed  to  this  important  point. 

With  regard  to  the  course  which  the  circumstances  of  the  Union  have 
obliged  the  Vice-Guardians  to  adopt,  with  regard  to  the  debts  of  the  late  Board 
of  Guardians,  I am  to  enclose  herewith  for  your  information,  a copy  of  a letter 
which  was  addressed  to  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  24th  instant. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  the  temporary  sheds  which  are  being  erected 
on  the  workhouse  premises,  for  the  occupation  of  fever  patients,  will  be  speedily 
completed,  as  without  an  order  of  the  Commissioners,  under  the  5th  section  of 
the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  the  relieving  officer  can  only  provide 
medical  relief  provisionally,  under  the  7th  section ; but  ordinary  relief  in  cases 
of  destitution  by  sickness,  may  be  afforded  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Act. 


The  Vice-Guardians  of  B allinrobe,  Castlebar,  and  Westport  Unions  to 
the  Commissioners: — November  22,  1847. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  we  have  received  a letter,  signed 
H.  A.  Dillon,  87,  Lower  Gardiner-street,  Dublin,  stating  that  the  writer  had 
received  instructions  from  A.  and  G.  Clendinning  to  take  proceedings  against 
us,  as  Guardians  of  the  Castlebar  Union,  for  recovery  of  668/.  1 Is.  9 d.,  due  to 
them  as  treasurers.  We  deemed  it  but  right  to  seek  an  interview  with 
Mr.  Clendinning,  and  induced  Captain  Farren  to  accompany  us  to  Westport. 
Mr.  Clendinning  was  from  home,  but  we  saw  Mr.  Howard,  the  sub-agent  of  the 
bank,  and  left  a message  with  him  for  his  principal,  to  the  effect  that  we  fully 
recognised  our  responsibility  to  discharge  every  just  debt  of  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians ; but  that  he  must  be  aware  of  the  impossibility  of  doing  so  on  a 
sudden,  but  we  proposed  to  request  a meeting  of  the  creditors  of  the  Union, 
and  to  offer  them  payment  of  10s.  in  the  pound  of  their  demands  out  of  the 


Castlebar  Union. 


Castlebar. 
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Castlebar  Union,  present  rate,  and  the  remaining  10s.  out  of  the  next  succeeding  rate;  and  that, 
of  every  lodgment  made  by  the  collectors  in  each  Union,  one-half  should  be 
reserved  to  meet  this  engagement,  until  discharged.  Mr.  Howard  said  he 
thought  the  proposal  a fair  one,  and  that  the  creditors  would  accept  it. 
Mr.  Lynch,  the  Inspector  of  the  Westport  Union,  undertook  to  see  Mr.  Clen- 
dinning,  explain  our  views,  and  point  out  to  him  the  injurious  consequences 
of  wasting  the  funds  of  the  Union  in  law  costs,  when  no  intention  existed  of 
evading  or  repudiating  the  just  demands  of  the  creditors.  On  our  arrival  in 
Ballinrobe,  we  found  a similar  letter  applicable  to  that  Union;  and  since  our 
return  here,  Mr.  Lynch  informs  us  that  Mr.  Clendinning  approves  of  our  inten- 
tion?. with  the  addition  of  advising  that  all  debts  under  10 1.  should  be  cleared 
off,  in  full,  at  once,  and.  the  others  according  to  priority.  AVe  now  only  want 
your  sanction  of  this  proceeding  to  call  the  creditors  of  the  Westport  and  other 
Unions  together,  and  have  the  proposal  laid  before  them.  This  matter  is 
urgent,  as  other  letters,  similar  to  those  from  Mr.  Clendinning’s  attorney,  have 
been  addressed  to  us  by  gentlemen  of  the  law,  on  the  part  of  creditors  for  large 
amounts ; and  proceedings  and  costs  may  be  stayed,  by  affording  an  understand- 
ing satisfactory  to  the  parties.  Our  minutes  of  Saturday’s  proceedings  will 
have  informed  you  of  the  position  in  which  we  stand  with  respect  to°  Toy’s 
Hotel.  We  have  urged  the  present  occupier,  as  much  as  possible,  to  evacuate 
the  premises,  hut  cannot  expect  he  will  do  so  in  less  than  a fortnight,  and,  even 
alter  that,  some  time  must  be  consumed  in  alterations,  to  adapt  the  house  to 
our  purposes.  We  greatly  fear  that,  ere  long,  great  destitution  will  pervade 
this  country  There  is  but  little  appearance  of  employment,  and  scarcely  any 
preparation  for  employment.  Should  things  continue  much  longer  as  they  at 
present  appear,  the  promise  of  a future  wheat  crop  will  not  be  worth  calcu- 
lating on.  Could  any  plan  he  devised  for  assisting  the  small  landholders  to 
dig  their  land,  by  giving  them  some  small  allowance  for  every  acre  turned  up 
and  sellmg  them  seed  at  a reduced  price,  on  their  joint  notes,  or  on  giving 
security . If  the  land  continues  to  be  left  idle  from  year  to  year,  destitution 
must  increase,  and  the  prospects  of  the  country  become  more  and  more  forlorn. 
We  have  lately  learned  that  there  is  a great  source  of  employment  in  the  im- 
mediate  neighbourhood  of  Castlebar,  which  only  awaits  the  order  of  the  Board 
2**?  be  It  is  the  drainage  of  the  Saleen  Lake,  which 

wouid  employ  200  men  through  the  winter,  and  consequently  feed  a thousand 
individuals,  it,  as  it  is  said,  every  necessary  form  has  been  fulfilled  and  the 
SertSfCUn^  flter'3d  mt°-  14  is  a grievous  loss  that  this  extensive  source  of 
support  for  an  almost  starving  population  should  not  be  acted  on  Bv  and  bv 
we  fear  some  great  expenditure  of  gratuitous  relief  will  have  to  be  engaged  in  - 
f *•!  W0?d  rt  fce^hen  money  must  be  spent,  that  some  return  should 
oufllfiustt 7 “ 1 SUCh  35  thiS  ^luded  to’  the 


Reply  to  the  above : — November  24,  1847. 

I am  directed  to  express  the  Commissioners’  approval  of  the  second 
course  proposed  m your  letter  for  the  payment  of  the  creditors,  namely,  to  pay 
off  at  once  the  debts  under  10 1,  and  the  others  by  two  instalments,  one  of  10s 
m the  pound  out  of  the  rates  to  be  now  collected,  and  the  other,  of  equal 
rniount,  out  of  the  next  rate  to  be  levied;  the  debts  to  be  thus  paid  off  accord- 
ing to  the  priority  in  which  they  were  incurred,  so  that  instalments  on  account 
ot  those  longest  due  may  he  issued  first  in  order ; and  only  one-half  of  the 
collected  for  each  rate  to  be  thus  applicable  to  the  discharge  of  debts. 

With  reference  to  that  portion  of  your  letter  relating  to  the  drainage  of  the 
baleen  Lake,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  request  the  Board  of 
Works  to  have  the  Saleen  drainage  commenced  immediately,  if  the  arrange- 
ments for  that  purpose  are  complete.  6 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  421 

Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  28,  1847. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  is  slowly  progressing ; the  sum  obtained 
during  the  week,  however,  exceeds  the  receipts  of  former  weekly  periods. 

The  receipts  for  the  week,  as  shown  by  the  collector’s  hook,  amount  to : — 

£146  10  2f 

Amount  previously  received  369  17  5£ 


Total  collected  516 

7 

8i 

From  the  following  electoral  divisions : — 

Breaffy 

£50 

8 

33 

Castlebar  . 

443 

14 

Si 

Strade 

4 

5 

Si 

Turlough  . 

17 

19 

a 

Total. 

516 

7 

Leaving  uncollected,  from  the  following  electoral 

. divisions 

Addergoole 

£889 

12 

i 

Balia 

851 

4 

u 

Ballintobber 

708 

14 

8i 

Breaffy 

414 

19 

2i 

Ballyhean 

749 

17 

71 

Castlebar  . 

2,242 

13 

6 

Drum 

. 899 

1 

1 

Islandeady 

486 

0 

lOi 

Strade 

, 1,453 

9 

5J 

Turlough  . 

735 

2 

7 

Total  uncollected 

9,430 

L5~ 

2 

Owing  to  delay  arising  from  notices  having  been  given  to  the  collector, 
requiring  his  attendance  elsewhere,  he  did  not  produce  his  hooks  for  examina- 
tion until  a late  hour  on  Friday  afternoon,  and  no  return  of  unsuccessful 
applications  was  handed  in  by  him. 

Opposition  has  been  offered  to  one  of  the  collector’s  officers  in  the  execution 
of  his  duty.  James  Malley,  the  individual  in  question,  reports  to  the  collector, 
that  “ on  Tuesday,  the  16th  instant,  he  proceeded  to  the  village  of  Kilmullagh, 
“ electoral  division  of  Addergoole,  to  serve  notices  on  persons  subject  to  poor- 
“ rates.  After  serving  four  notices,  he  was  opposed  by  several  of  the  inhabit- 
“ ants,  who  said  that  if  he  did  not  forthwith  withdraw  they  would  have  his 
“ life.  He  was  struck  with  stones,  and  hunted  out  of  the  village.”  And  he 
adds  that,  “ these  persons  sent  him  an  account,  that  if  he  again  went  there  for 
u the  purpose  of  serving  the  said  notices,  that  they  would  take  away  his  life 
“ and  that  they  owe  the  previous  rate,  and  withstood  the  former  collector  of 
“ rates,  and  are  notorious  for  opposing  all  legal  assessments.” 

As  this  report  was  only  shown  to  me  on  Saturday  (yesterday)  evening,  I 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  making  inquiries  respecting  it.  I shall  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  visiting. the  district. 

Yesterday  I attended  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  The 
following  was  the  state  of  the  house : — 


Males,  15  years  and  upwards  . 

118 

Females  ditto 

205 

Boys,  under  15  . 

172 

Girls  ditto 

168 

Children,  under  2 years 

27 

Total 

690 

Of  the  above,  in  fever 

. 34 

Other  cases 

. 53 

Total. 

. 87 
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Castlebar  Union. ' 


The  pressure  of  applicants  for  relief  was  exceedingly  great.  The  number 
on  the  Application  and  Report  Books  of  the  relieving  officers,  being  as 
follows : — 


Numbers  under 

Persons.  head  of  Fever  cases. 


Addergoolel 
Islandeady  J 
Balia  1 
Drum) 

Ballyhean  I 
Ballintobberj 
Castlebar) 

Breaffy  1 

Turiough}Relievin^ 


98 


79 


officer  sick. 


3 

17 


39 

No  return. 


Total  . . 222  59 

95  of  whom,  being  the  most  distressed  cases,  were  relieved  in  the  following 
manner,  viz.,  47  were  admitted  to  the  workhouse,  and  48  infirm  persons, 
widows  with  two  or  more  children,  and  fever  cases,  were  placed  on  the  out- 
door relief  list.  And  in  order  to  provide  accommodation  in  the  house  for  the 
numbers  above-mentioned,  27  persons  (infirm  and  widows)  were  discharged 
from  the  house,  and  transferred  to  the  out-door  list. 

With  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  house,  an  increase  of  two  only 
in  the  number  of  fever  cases  appears  on  the  return.  Dysentery  has,  however, 
shown  itself,  and  is  increasing,  and  the  appearance  of  the  children  is  not  satis- 
factory. Regular  intervals  of  relaxation  and  exercise,  but  in  the  school  hours, 
proper  clothing,  and  higher  temperature  in  the  school-rooms,  appear  to  be 
required : and  to  arrest  the  disease  alluded  to,  a change  of  diet,  substituting 
bread  for  the  meal  of  stirabout,  once  a-day,  has  been  recommended  by  the 
medical  attendant. 

The  room  appropriated  as  a nursery  is  very  small  and  crowded;  also  the 
women’s  day-room.  All  these  points,  and  the  condition  of  the  house  generally, 
has  been  reported  upon  by  the  doctor,  and  his  report  will  be  considered  by  the 
Guardians  at  the  adjourned  meeting,  to  be  held  to-morrow.  With  regard  to 
the  clothing,  a supply  has  been  received,  and  every  exertion  will  be  made  to 
bring  it  into  wear  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Board  of  Vice-Guardians,  as  the 
Commissioners  are  aware,  have  had  many  difficulties  to  overcome  in  this  Union ; 
and  they  are  exerting  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability,  to  meet  them, 
and  bring  matters,  both  with  regard  to  the  establishment  of  the  house  and  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  Union,  to  a satisfactory  state. 

On  Wednesday,  the  Guardians,  the  Inspector  of  Westport  Union,  and  myself 
had  an  interview  with  the  treasurer,  who  agreed  to  accept,  as  far  as  he  indi- 
vidually is  concerned,  the  arrangement  proposed  for  meeting  the  debts  con- 
tracted under  the  former  Board  of  Guardians,  and  a meeting  of  the  creditors 
will  be  accordingly  called  to  obtain  their  consent  to  the  arrangement. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  1,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  opposition  which  has  been  offered  to  the  collec- 
tor’s deputy,  when  serving  notices  for  poor-rate,  I am  to  state  that,  if  an 
information  is  duly  sworn  before  a magistrate,  the  Commissioners  cannot  doubt 
that  due  protection  will  be  afforded  to  the  collectors. 

With  reference  to  the  number  of  destitute  persons  applying  for  relief,  I am 
to  state,  that  if  in  your  opinion,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  an 
order  authorising  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  is  become  necessary,  the 
Vice-Guardians  should  formally  record  the  grounds  v-of  that  opinion  in  their 
minutes,  and  make  application  accordingly  for  such  order,  to  the  Commissioners. 
Copies  of  orders  for  out-door  relief,  which  have  been  issued  in  a few  instances, 
are  enclosed  herewith  for  your  information. 
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AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND, 

The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  November  30,  1847. 

We  have  the  honour  of  informing  you,  that  Captain  Farren  last  night 
showed  us  a copy  of  a letter  from  you,  addressed  to  us,  relative  to  your  sanc- 
tion of  the  plan  we  proposed  for  liquidating  the  claims  on  the  funds  of  the 
three  Unions  under  our  charge.  The  original  of  this  letter  never  reached  our 
hands.  However,  satisfied  by  the  evidence  conveyed  by  the  document  forwarded 
to  Captain  Farren,  we  have  called  meetings  of  the  creditors  for  Ballinrobe  on 
Friday  the  10th,  Castlebar,  Monday  the  13th,  and  Westport,  Tuesday  the  14th 
of  December. 

On  Saturday  last,  the  pressure  for  admission  here,  and  at  Ballinrobe  on  the 
previous  days,  was  considerably  increased ; and  as  the  houses  at  both  places 
are  full,  and  all  the  inmates  comprised  in  the  three  classes  set  forth  in  the 
Extension  Act  have  been  cleared  out  on  the  out-door  relief,  we  were  compelled 
to  reject  a very  large  number  of  claimants  entered  on  the  relieving  officers' 
books,  as  well  as  a crowd  of  others  who  assembled  in  front  of  the  houses. 
Yesterday,  again,  at  our  adjourned  meeting,  the  gathering  was  renewed.  Those' 
assembled  were  all  evidently  in  a state  of  great  destitution. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  1,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the  preparation  of  an 
order  authorizing  you  to  administer  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  in  the  Ballin- 
robe  and  Castlebar  Unions,  to  destitute  poor  persons,  not  being  persons  perma- 
nently disabled  from  labour  by  reason  of  old  age,  infirmity,  or  mental  defect, 
and  not  being  persons  disabled  from  labour  by  reason  of  severe  sickness  or  serious 
accident  and  thereby  deprived  of  the  means  of  earning  a subsistence  for  them- 
selves and  their  families,  who  they  are  liable  by  law  to  maintain,  and  not  being 
poor  widows  havmg  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent  on  them. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  as  it  is  intended  that  no  relief  should  be 
given  out  of  the  workhouse  to  able-bodied  men  except  in  return  for  work  the 
Commissioners  request  the  Vice-Guardians  to  take  measures  for  employing  as 
far  as  is  possible,  able-bodied  men  in  stone-breaking  by  task-work  in  return  for 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — December  3,  1847. 

p rfer™';e  t0,tl'e  order  f°r  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of 

the  Poor  m Ireland  dated  the  2nd  instant,  authorizing  you  to  afford  out-door 
relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  in  the 
Ballinrobe  and  Castlebar  Unions,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  draw 
your  attention  to  the  circumstance  that  no  relief  under  this  order  can  be  legally 
given  to  persons  m empioynient,  that  such  relief  must  be  in  food  onlyfand 
thatnoable-bod.edman  should  receive  relief  except  in  return  for  work 
uj reSard  *°  the  nature  of  the  work  which  should  be  offered  to  able- 
Y~® ? m™.'™ 6 Commissioners  have  to  state  that  the  making  of  roads,  and 

for  emX^S’  tW0  mode?  of  labour  which  have  been  suggested  as  expedient 
lor  employing  persons  receiving  out-door  relief. 

“s  the„ret0’  I am  t0  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  desirous 
SaL  °\0jtmpl0y™S  tbe  able-bodied  paupers  of  the  Union  on  the 

roads  left  unfinished  by  the  Board  of  Works,  or  on  the  making  of  any  other 

roads  should  not  be  raised  at  the  present  moment.  S y 

on  a Tery  extensive  scale,  to  he  no 
“'5**  . tast  destitution,  the  Commissioners  would  strongly  recommend 
tn  t if 3 ’ frblC  i has  often  been  found  effectual.  The  Commissioners  advert 
to  stone-breaking,  and  they  suggest  the  making  preparations -for  obtaining  a 
large  supply  of  hard  stone,  and  for  employing  able-bodied  paupers  at  stone- 
mi  £ by  task-work  m return  for  the  rations  to  be  supplied  by  the  Union 
Ihe  Commissioners  are  anxious  strictly  to  prohibit  and  prevent  the  granting 

^XSgl  w'S  Cy°fWaSeS'  ‘°  PerS°nS  occasi°nally  “ — 

inth??15™*^-6  that  there  is  no  rule  of  greater  importance 

m the  administration  of  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men,  than  that  they  should 
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Castlebar  Union.  be  maintained  either  wholly  by  their  employer,  or  wholly  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  and  that  the  strongest  line  should  thus  be  drawn  between  relief  and 
wages. 

In  setting  able-bodied  men  to  stone-hrealdng  by  task-work,  as  a condition  of 
relief,  much  will  depend  on  the  knowledge,  firmness,  and  discretion  of  those 
who  may  be  appointed  to  superintend  stone-breaking,  and  the  Commissioners 
cannot  too  strongly  urge  you  to  be  peculiarly  careful  in  permitting  yourselves 
to  be  influenced  by  no  other  considerations  than  those  of  personal  fitness  in 
selecting  candidates  for  that  highly  important  office. 

The  Commissioners  will  take  this  opportunity  of  observing,  that  in  specifying 
the  period  of  eight  hours  at  least  in  the  day  during  which  every  able-bodied 
pauper  should  be  required  to  work,  they  have  made  allowance  for  the  present 
season  of  the  year,  and  for  the  possible  circumstance  that  some  of  the  able- 
bodied  paupers  may  come  to  the  stone-breaking  from  a considerable  distance. 
It  is  not,  however,  by  any  means  intended  to  prevent  the  Guardians  from 
requiring  work  during  a still  longer  period  of  time.  The  period  of  eight  hours 
is,  in  fact,  merely  the  minimum  space  of  time  in  the  day  during  which  every 
able-bodied  pauper  should  give  the  value  of  his  labour  to  the  Union. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  remind  you  that  the  out-door 
relief  order  is  merely  temporary,  and  that  you  should  in  the  meanwhile  use 
every  possible  exertion  to  obtain  separate  workhouse  accommodation  for  the 
pauper  children,  in  order  that  the  workhouse  may  be  made  available  almost 
exclusively  for  the  relief  of  able-bodied  men. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  5,  1847. 

The  collector  not  having  attended  at  the  Board-room  yesterday  for  the 
examination  of  his  accounts,  I am  not  in  a position  to  inform  the  Commissioners 
of  the  progress  made,  in  the  collection  of  the  rate  during  the  past  week. 

_ I brought  this  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  collector,  in  not  producing 
his.  books  and  accounts  for  inspection  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  weekly 
examination  by  the  clerk,  to  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians 
yesterday,  and  the  clerk  has  been  directed  to  call  upon  the  collector  for  an 
explanation. 

The  tide  of  destitution  may  now  be  fairly  considered  to  have  set  in ; and  the 
energies  of  all  engaged  in  working  out  the  operations  of  the  Poor  Law  in  this 
Union,  will  be  required  to  meet  the  pressure. 

In  consequence  of  the  number  of  applicants  seeking  relief  at  the  Board-day 
on  the  27th  ultimo,  ! deemed  it  advisable  to  address  a letter  to  the  agent  of 
the  British  Association,  requesting  temporary  assistance  for  the  destitute  able- 
bodied  class,  until  the  house  for  which  the  Guardians  are  now  in  treaty,  would 
be  available  for  workhouse  accommodation,  being  anxious  to  postpone  the 
official  application  to  the  Commissioners  for  their  sealed  order  as  long  as 
possible  ; but  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  having  yesterday  received  a sealed 
order,  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  that  class,  I have  informed  the  Count  de 
Strzelecki  that  the  necessity  of  aid  from  the  Association  on  these  grounds,  has 
been  removed. 

A progressive  and  considerable  increase  has  taken  place  in  the  numbers  on 
the  out-door  relief  lists. 

On  the  13th  November  the  number  discharged  from  the 
workhouse  to  out-door  relief  was  . . . • 

20th  November,  ditto  ditto 

(And  a number  of  fever  cases  ordered  relief.) 

27th  November,  discharged  to  out-dooT  relief  . 27) 

Passed  in  books  of  relieving  officers  . . . 48) 

4th  December,  discharged  to  out-door  relief  . 14) 

Passed  on  books  of  relieving  officers  . . 327J 

The  total  number  now  receiving  out-door  relief  being  about 

Hitherto  this  mode  of  relief  has  been  confined  to  infirm  persons,  widows  with 
two  or  more  children,  and  cases  of  fever.  Its  extension  to  the  able-bodied 
opens  a wide  field,  and  its  administration  will  require  the  closest  attention. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  has  been  directed  to  the  neces- 


. 7 
34 

75 

341 

472 
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sity  of  providing  an  extra  staff ; and  they  are  seeking  for  persons  eligible  for 
the  situation  of  relieving  officer,  the  number  at  present  employed  (five)  not 
being  sufficient  for  this  Union.  The  qualifications  of  claimants  for  the  office 
will  be  considered  on  Saturday  next. 

The  state  of  the  workhouse  yesterday  was  as  follows  : — 


Males,  15  years  and  upwards 

. 121 

Females,  ditto  ditto 

. 209 

Boys  under  15  . 

. 172 

Girls  ditto  .... 

. 168 

Children  under  two  years  . 

. 26 

Total 

. 696 

Of  which,  in  fever 

. 25 

Other  cases  .... 

. 49 

Total 

. 74 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  books  of 
the  relieving  officers  was  . . . 364 

Of  which  there  were  admitted  to  the  work- 

house  23 

And  transferred  to  out-door  relief  list  . 327 

And,  in  order  to  make  room  for  those  admitted,  14  individuals  (infirm  persons 
and  widows  with  children)  were  discharged  from  the  workhouse,  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  out-door  relief  list. 

With  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  workhouse,  I am  happy  to 
report  that  a decrease  in  the  number  of  fever  cases  has  taken  place,  the  number 
of  cases  now  under  treatment  being  nine  less  than  on  the  preceding  Saturday ; 
there  are,  however,  43  cases  of  dysentery,  the  number  of  new  cases  of  that 
malady  during  the  week  being  18. 

With  reference  to  the  statement  of  the  medical  officer  of  the  establishment, 
alluded  to  in  my  report  of  last  week,  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  have  caused 
an  alteration  to  be  made  in  the  school-houses  of  the  children,  affording  longer 
periods  for  relaxation  and  exercise  ; also  arrangements  for  the  better  ventilation 
of  the  school-rooms,  &c. ; and  have  recommended  a change  of  diet,  substituting 
bread  for  the  meal  of  stirabout  once  a-day.  These  arrangements  will,  doubt- 
less, work  a beneficial  change,  and,  with  regard  to  the  children,  an  improve- 
ment is  already  perceptible.  • , 

Defects  in  the  discipline  and  interior  economy  of  the  workhouse  (notwith- 
standing the  anxiety  and  the  orders  given  by  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  on 
the  matter)  having  attracted  my  attention,  I have  frequently  visited  the 
establishment,  and  have  endeavoured  to  enforce  a system  of  general  respon- 
sibility, from  the  master  and  matron  down  to  the  orderly  men  or  women  of 
each  room,  and  the  result  has  been  satisfactory,  a decided  improvement  in  the 
cleanliness,  &c.,  of  the  different  apartments  of  the  house  having  been  apparent, 
at  the  inspection  yesterday. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  report,  I have  been  informed  that  the  collector 
has  explained  to  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  the  cause  of  his  absence  on 
F riday,  and  that  he  has  handed  a sum  of  300/.  to  one  of  those  gentlemen,  with 
a request  that  he  will  lodge  it  with  the  treasurer  of  the  Union  at  Westport, 
when  he  proceeds  to  that  place  on  Wednesday  next. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  10,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  sum  of  300/.,  which  you  state  the  collector  of 
poor-rate  has  handed  to  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  to  lodge  with  the  treasurer 

3 I 
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Castlebar  Union. 


in  Westport,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  consider  that  it  is  not 
advisable  there  should  be  so  large  an  accumulation  of  rate  in  the  collector’s 
hands.  The  collector  is  bound  to  lodge,  not  only  weekly,  but  whenever  he 
may  have  50/.  collected,  which  he  may  do  by  remitting  half  notes. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  12,  1847. 

The  progress  made  in  the  collection  of  the  rate  during  the  last  fortnight, 
as  shown  by  the  collector’s  books,  has  not  been  considerable. 

The  amount  obtained  was  137/.  9s.  lid.,  viz.,  from  the  following  electoral 
divisions : — 

Addergoole 
Breaffy 
Castlebar  . 

Drum 
Turlough  . 

137  9 H 


8 8 9 
88  16  H 
12  0 9| 
22  11 


To  this,  however,  should  be  added  the  sum  of  100/.  received  from  the  agent  of 
the  Earl  of  Lucan,  which  was  not  entered  in  the  Abstract,  or  in  the  Rate 
Receipt  Book,  as  the  collector  did  not  know  the  items  for  which  the  payment 
was  made.  He  has  been  instructed  to  ascertain  the  same  forthwith,  give  the 
necessary  receipts,  and  make  the  required  entries. 

The  total  sum  collected  (including  the  100/.  in  question,  and  previous 
receipts)  is  753/.  16a-.  lOicZ.,  leaving  uncollected  in  the  following  electoral 
divisions  : — 


Addergoole  . 

£ 884 

0 

2 

Balia 

851 

4 

11 

Ballintobber  . 

708 

14 

8i 

Breaffy  . 

406 

10 

51 

Ballyhean 

749 

17 

71 

Castlebar 

2,153 

17 

44 

Drum 

887 

0 

31 

Islandeady 

486 

0 

104 

Strade  . 

1,453 

9 

51 

Turlough 

712 

11 

1 

Total  uncollected 

9,293 

6 

0i 

Less  (sum  above  alluded  to) 

100 

0 

0 

9,193 

6 

01 

Many  of  the  large  proprietors  not  having  yet  lodged  the  amount  they  have 
been  respectively  called  upon  to  pay,  the  Vice-Guardians  have  placed  a minute 
on  the  books,  this  day,  calling  upon  the  collector  to  lay  before  them,  on  the 
next  day  of  meeting,  a list  of  ten  of  the  highest  rate-payers  in  the  Union,  with 
observations  of  the  position  in  which  they  stand  on  the  subject  of  their  pay-, 
ments,  and  such  list  to  be  continued  from  week  to  week. 

With  reference  to  the  opposition  shown  to  one  of  the  collector’s  deputies,  in 
the  townland  ol  Kilmallagh,  electoral  division  of  Addergoole,  alluded  to  in  my 
report  of  the  28th  ultimo,  the  collector  proceeded  to  that  district  last  week,  and 
having  met  with  no  resistance  in  any  other  part  of  the  division,  he  did  not  deem 
it  advisable  to  seek  magisterial  assistance.  The  matter  was  confined  to  one  town- 
an  , and  from  the  arrangements  made,  and  the  co-operation  offered  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergyman  of  the  parish,  who  I am  happy  to  say  has  exhorted 
locality  t0  ^ Tate’  ^urt^er  opposition  is  not  anticipated  from  that 

On  Saturday  I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 
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The  following  was  the  state  of  the  workhouse : — 


Males,  15  years  and  upwards 

. 122 

Females,  ditto  ditto 

. 206 

Boys  under  15  years  . . . 

. 174 

Girls  ditto  ditto  . . . 

. 165 

Children  under  2 years.  . . 

. 24 

Total  . . 

. 691 

Of  which  in  fever  . . . 

28 

Other  cases  . . . . . 

60 

Total  . 

88 

Castlebar  Union. 


There  was  a decrease  of  two  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of  fever,  and  also  of 
two  in  the  new  cases  of  dysentery,  during  the  week,  as  compared  with  the 
return  of  the  preceding  Saturday. 

A crowd  ol  applicants,  destitute  and  misery-stricken,  assembled  at  the  work- 
house.  The  number  of  individuals  entered  in  the  Application  and  Report 
Books  of  the  relieving  officers,  amounted  to  1469;  of  these  there  were  admitted 
to  the  workhouse  37,  and  1425  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  lists;  38  indivi- 
duals (infirm  persons,  and  widows  with  children)  were  discharged  from  the 
workhouse,  and  transferred  to  the  out-door  relief  lists ; and  on  this  day  (Monday) 
a further  discharge  also  took  place  of  41  persons,  of  the  same  classes,  but  who 
had  been  authorized  to  receive  lodging  money,  (6 d.  a-week,)  in  consequence  of 
having  no  place  of  abode. 

There  are  now  nearly  2000  persons  receiving  out-door  relief;  the  numbers 
have  sprung  in  one  week  from  472  to  1919,  being  an  increase  of  1447. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  employing  the  able-bodied  at  stone-break- 
ing.  An  assistant  to  the  relieving  officer,  in  each  electoral  division,  has  been 
appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  supervising  the  gangs,  checking  the  tasks,  &c.  ; 
points  in  each  electoral  division,  have  been  selected  as  depots,  where  the 
labourers  will  assemble  and  break  the  stones,  which  the  county  surveyor  will 
purchase,  a supply  being  required  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  in  the  Union. 
The  county  surveyor  also  states  that  he  has  a large  supply  of  implements,  ham- 
mers, crowbars,  See.,  belonging  to  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  in  his 
possession,  which  wrere  procured  for  the  labourers  employed  on  the  Public 
Works.  A portion  of  these,  if ' authorized  by  the  Board  of  Works,  could  be 
handed  over  as  a loan  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  whereby  expense  to  the  Union 
would  be  saved.  The  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  has  addressed 
a letter  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  upon  the  subject. 

The  application  of  the  labour  test  to  the  able-bodied,  is  a subject  of  much 
importance,  and  much  will  depend  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  persons  appointed 
as  assistants  to  the  relieving  officers.  I have  drawn  up  a form  of  labour  roll, 
in  which  the  quantity  of  work  performed  each  day,  by  each  labourer,  will  be 
shown,  and  this  will  be  checked  at  the  end  of  each  fortnight,  by  persons  ap- 
pointed by  the  county  surveyor,  to  measure  the  work.  I shall  myself  visit  the 
gangs  as  frequently  as  possible,  and  observe  closely  the  conduct  of  the  assistants 
in  question.  I trust  this  test  when  properly  carried  out,  will  remove  from  the 
relief  lists,  any  doubtful  cases  which  may  be  placed  upon  them,  and  by  the  sale 
of  the  produce  of  the  labour,  lessen  the  charge  upon  the  Union  for  the  relief 
supplied. 

With  regard  to  the  debts  of  the  Union,  contracted  by  the  former  Board  of 
Guardians,  a meeting  of  the  creditors,  took  place  this  day,  when  those  present 
acquiesced  in  the  arrangements  approved  by  the  Commissioners,  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  their  claims,  viz.,  that  out,  of  the  rate  at  present  in  progress  of  collection, 
10*.  in  the  pound,  shall  be  paid  on  the  full  amount  of  their  admitted  claims,  and 
the  residue,  viz.,  second  10*.  in  the  pound,  out  of  the  next  succeeding  rate,  to  be 
struck;  the  Union  debts  under  1 0l.,  to,  be  paid  off  in  full;  and  all  other  debts 
according  to  the  priority  in  which  they  were  incurred,  so  that  instalments  on 
account  of  those  longest  due,  may  be  issued  first  in  order ; and  that  out  of  the 
rates  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  from  and  after  1st  January  next,  one- 
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J Castlebar  Union,  half,  or  10s.  in  the  pound  shall  be  reserved  by  him,  in  order  to  fulfil  this  agree- 
ment, and  the  other  half,  only,  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  Union. 

The  Vice-Guardians  directed  that  this  agreement  should  remain  upon  the 
table  of  the  Board-room  for  some  days,  in  order  that  all  the  creditors  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  signing  it. 

Some  of  the  books  of  the  Union  are  not  in  a satisfactory  state.  Those  in 
charge  of  the  clerk,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  clerk  to  the  former  Board  of 
Guardians,  are  much  in  arrear.  I allude  to  the  ledger.  The  accounts  for  the 
half  year,  ended  25th  March  last,  have  not  been  closed,  and  many  items  under 
the  respective  heads  of  expenditure,  not  brought  out.  Not  a single  entry  has 
been  made  in  the  ledger  for  the  half  year  ended  29th  September. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  directed  a communication  to  be  made  to  the  late 
clerk,  calling  upon  him  to  complete  the  books  within  a week,  or  they  will 
cause  an  accountant  to  be  employed  for  the  purpose,  at  his  expense. 

No  blame  can  be  attributed  to  the  present  clerk,  who  is  most  anxious  and 
attentive  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  who  cannot  bring  up  his  portion 
of  the  work  until  the  arrears  of  former  periods  are  completed. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  16,  1847. 

Your  report  appears  to  the  Commissioners  in  the  main  satisfactory,  with 
the  exception  of  what  relates  to  the  collection  of  the  rates.  The  Commis- 
sioners observe,  that  the  whole  sum  collected  in  the  week  ended  was  only 
1371.  9s.  lid.,  and  the  Commissioners  cannot  but  think  that  the  collectors 
might  have  received  a larger  sum,  if  they  had  actively  discharged  their 
duty.  At  the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  receiving  your 
own  observations  on  this  very  important  point. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners: — December  19,  1847. 

The  collector’s  books  show  a considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of 
rate  obtained  during  the  week,  as  compared  with  former  weekly  periods. 

The  amount  obtained  was  30  R 15s.  0 |d.  (being  more  than  double  the 
receipts  of  the  preceding  week),  viz.,  from  the  following  electoral  divisions : — 

£.  s.  d. 

Addergoole  . . . . 10  2 5 

Balia 56  19  7 

Breaffy 23  14  9 

Castlebar  . . . . 47  0 0i 

Brum 137  15  3 

Islandeady  . . . . 10  10  101 

Turlough  . . . . * 15  12  2 


301  15  03 

The  total  amount  of  rate  now  collected  is  1055/.  11s.  1 Id.,  leaving  uncol- 
lected in  the  following  electoral  divisions : — 


£. 

s. 

d. 

Addergoole 

873 

13 

9 

Balia  . 

794 

4 

61 

Ballintobber . 

708 

14 

5£ 

Breaffy . 

382 

15 

81 

Ballyhean 

749 

17 

7i 

Castlebar 

. 2,106 

17 

4 

Drum  . 

749 

5 

0i 

Islandeady  . 

, 

476 

10 

01 

Strade  . 

. 1,453 

9 

51 

Turlough 

696 

18 

11 

Total  uncollected 


£8,992  6 9 
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More  than  one  half  of  the  amount  collected  has  been  obtained  from  the  Castlebar  Union, 
electoral  division  of  Castlebar.  Some  of  the  proprietors  have  paid  the 
demands  made  upon  them.  Others  have  paid  the  portion  which  they  conceive, 
they  are  legally  called  upon  to  discharge,  and  have  objected  to  the  remaining 
items  as  being  erroneously  charged  to  them, — the  occupiers  of  the  lands 
holding  under  leases.  In  such  cases,  they  have  been  requested  to  state  the 
numbers  objected  to ; a day  will  be  appointed  for  inquiry,  and  in  the  event  of 
the  objection  being  sustained  by  the  production  of  leases,  the  collector  will  be 
instructed  to  demand  the  rate  from  the  occupiers.  This  does  not  refer  to 
arrears  due  by  immediate  lessors,  no  appeal  having  been  made  by  them. 

Adverting  to  my  report  of  the  previous  week,  and  the  Commissioners’ 
remarks  thereon,  relative  to  the  collection  of  the  rate,  considering  all  the 
difficulties  arising  from  the  incorrect  state  of  the  rate-books,  which  wrere 
unavoidably  drawn  up  from  the  old  books,  I have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
collector  (there  is  but  one  for  the  Union)  is  using  all  the  exertion  in  his  power. 

At  the  same  time,  seeing  the  small  amount  received  during  the  week  ended 
12th  December,  I requested  the  Vice- Guardians  to  place  a minute  on  the 
books  calling  upon  the  collector  to  lay  before  them  at  the  next  day  of  meeting, 
a list  of  10  of  the  highest  cess-payers,  with  observations  as  to  the  position  in 
which  they  stood  with  respect  to  the  payment  of  the  rate.  This  list  has  not 
yet  been  furnished,  but  the  collector  has  promised  to  produce  it  at  the 
adjourned  meeting  on  Monday. 

The  Commissioners  may  rely  upon  the  closest  attention  being  paid  to  this 
important  point.  The  books  and  abstracts  of  receipts  are  examined  every 
week  by  myself,  and  I have  had  repeated  interviews  -with  the  collector  upon 
the  subject.  Yesterday  I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Vice- 
Guardians. 

The  following  was  the  state  of  the  house : — 


Males,  15  years  and  upwards 

105 

Females,  ditto  .... 

181 

Boys  under  15  . 

. 157 

Girls  ditto 

153 

Children  under  2 years 

23 

Total  .... 

. 619 

Of  which  in  fever 

28 

Other  cases  .... 

72 

Total  . . 

100 

The  number  of  fever  cases  under  treatment  are  the  same  as  on  the  preceding 
Saturday ; of  the  others,  60  are  cases  of  dysentery,  the  number  of  fresh  cases 
during  the  week  being  13. 

The  pressure  of  applicants  seeking  out-door  relief  has  increased  nearly  three- 
fold within  the  last  seven  days ; the  number  on  the  Application  and  Report 
Books  of  the  relieving  officers  being  32/0. 

In  dealing  with  these  cases,  the  value  of  the  workhouse,  as  a test,  was  shown 
in  a very  decided  manner.  Every  exertion  had  been  made  to  create  as  many 
vacancies  as  possible,  by  transferring  to  the  out-door  relief  lists  such  of  the 
inmates  as  were  eligible.  The  result  was,  that  numbers  who  were  eager  and 
pressing  for  relief  outside,  refused  to  enter  the  house;  and  thus,  out  of  the 
whole  number  of  applicants  in  question,  1322  only,  considerably  less  than 
one-half,  were  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  lists,  and  141  were  admitted  to 
the  workhouse.  Several  of  the  latter  have,  I understand,  since  left  the  house. 

The  number  discharged  from  the  workhouse  to  out-door  relief  was  60. 
Additional  workhouse  accommodation  would  evidently  be  of  great  value,  at 
the  present  time;  fresh  difficulties  have  however  sprung  up  to  obstruct  the 
arrangements  of  the  Vice-Guardians  on  this  point;  a universal  feeling  of 
hostility  having  arisen  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  Castlebar  against  the  appro- 
priation of  the  house  for  which  the  Vice-Guardians  were  in  treaty,  for  such  a 
purpose.  Legal  proceedings  have  been  threatened,  and  a memorial  forwarded 
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Castlebar  Union,  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  county,  for  presentation  to  the  Commissioners.  This 
memorial,  it  appears,  has  been  returned  by  the  Earl  of  Lucan,  and  as  the  house 
is  merely  intended  for  the  children,  the  Vice-Guardians  have  determined  upon 
talcing  possession 

With  regard  to  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied,  I am  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  report  upon  the  effect  of  the  labour  test.  I visited  two  of  the 
electoral  divisions  during  the  week,  but  as  the  tools  had  only  been  obtained  the 
evening  before,  and,  in  some  instances,  on  that  morning,  the  assistants  were 
employed  in  collecting  the  men ; written  instructions  have  been  given  to  the 
assistants,  and  a form  of  return  showing  the  work  performed,  to  be  filled  up 
weekly  and  handed  to  the  clerk  of  the  Union. 

The  relief  afforded  by  the  British  Association  to  the  destitute  children 
attending  the  schools,  has  been  brought  into  operation  in  the  town  of  Castlebar, 
where  380  are  fed  daily ; 180  in  the  electoral  division  of  Bally hean  will  be 
added  to  the  number  to-morrow ; and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  ex- 
tending the  relief  to  the  other  electoral  divisions  as  soon  as  the  school  Com- 
mittees have  completed  their  portion  of  the  preliminary  details. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners  : — ■December  26,  1847. 

Owing  to  difficulties  encountered  by  the  collector  in  one  of  the  electoral 
divisions,  and  the  period  of  the  season  (Christmas  week),  the  amount  of  the 
collection  of  the  rate  since  my  last  report  has  been  but  trifling. 

The  sum  received,  as  shown  by  the  Rate  Receipt  Abstract  Book,  was  £124  12  lid 
viz.,  from  the  following  electoral  divisions : — 

£.  <$.  cl. 

Addergoole  . . . . 0 17  6,4 

Castlebar  . . . . 119  11  10>i 

Turlough  ....  4 3 64 


£124  12  lli 


(100?.  of  the  above  was  previously  received  from  the  agent  of 
the  Earl  of  Lucan,  but  as  the  items  were  not  then  known,  the 
amount  could  not  be  entered  in  the  Rate  Receipt  Book). 

Making  the  total  sum  now  collected  ....  1080  4 10i 

Leaving  uncollected  in  the  following  electoral  divisions : — 


Addergoole 

Balia 

Ballintubber 
Breafy 
Ballyhean  . 
Castlebar  . 
Drum 

Islandeady  . 
Strade 
Turlough  . 
Total  uncollected 


£. 

s. 

d. 

873 

0 

21 

794 

4 

6i 

708 

14 

8i 

382 

15 

8i 

749 

17 

7i 

1987 

5 

hi 

749 

5 

Oi 

475 

10 

0i 

1453 

9 

5i 

692 

15 

41 

i 

. £8866  18  Of 


The  collector  states,  that  when  he  visited  the  electoral  division  of  Islandeady 
on  Tuesday,  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  with  the  rate-payers,  every 
disposition  was  shown  to  oppose  the  payment,  and  threats  were  held  out  to  him. 
As  a combination  exists  in  this  locality  (a  mountain  district)  against  the  payment 
oi  the  rate  the  assistance  of  the  constabulary  will  be  required  to  enforce  the  col- 
lection, and  arrangements  will  be  made  with  the  resident  magistrate  accordingly. 

Legal  measures  (distraint  and  seizure)  are  also  in  contemplation  against  other 
an  more  wealthy  rate-payers,  who  have  not  yet  complied  with,  the  collectors’ 
demands,  or  signified  their  intention  of  meeting  the  charges  against  them, 
m j v Christnias-day,  the  Vice-Guardians  held  their  meeting  yesterday 

(Monday),  when  I attended. 
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The  following  was  the  state  of  the  house  : — 


Males,  15  years  and  upwards  . . . 126 

Females,  do.  do.  . . . 219 

Boys,  under  15  years  . . . . 178 

Girls,  do.  ....  178 

Children,  under  2 years  ....  32 

Total  ....  733 

Of  which,  in  fever  ...  29 

Other  cases  ....  73 


Total  ...  102 


The  pressure  for  out-door  relief  is  still  increasing;  the  crowd  of  applicants  in 
Iront  of  the  workhouse  yesterday  was  greater  than  on  any  former  occasion ; and 
the  number  of  applicants  on  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers  was  greater  bv 
about  one-fourth  than  on  the  previous  Board  day. 

The!  number  of  individuals  entered  on  the  Application  and  Report  Books  was 


Of  which,  there  were  placed  on  the  out-door  Relief  Lists  3440. 

And,  as  the  workhouse  was  crowded,  23  of  the  inmates  were  discharged  and 
transferred  to  the  out-door  Relief  Lists. 

The  total  number  now  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the  Union  is  6S21. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  applicants  yesterday,"  tlie  number 
placed  on  the  out-door  Relief  Lists,  number  discharged  from  workhouse,  and  total 
number  now  receiving  out-door  relief  in  each  electoral  division : 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Number  of 
Individuals  on 
Application  and 
Report  Books, 
27th  December. 

Placed  on 
Out-door  Relief 
Lists. 

Discharged  from 
Workhouse  to 
Out-door  Relief. 

Total 

now  receiving 
Out-door  Relief. 

Addergoole  . . . 

1013 

913 

13 

Islandeady 

322 

206 

Balia 

343 

215 

io 

Drum  .... 

413 

238 

Castlebar  .... 

799 

7S1 

Breafy  .... 

175 

151 

Ballyhean 

164 

161  . 

Ballintubber  . . . 

326 

326 

Strade  .... 

220 

220 

Turlough . . 

232 

229 

465 

Totals  . 

4007 

3440 

23 

6821 

All  that  portion  of  the  peasantry  who  hold  less  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of 
land  are  pressing  for  out-door  relief,  and  many  of  those  who  possess  a larger 
quantity  are  adopting  every  expedient,  handing  over  their  land  to  their  sons  and 
relatives,  and  in  some  cases  offering  it  to  their  landlords  to  make  their  claim  good 
als°-  iThe  reli.evinS  officers  are  doing  their  best  to  meet  these  attempted  evasions 
of  the  law,  arising  in  some  cases  perhaps  from  real  destitution,  though  in  many, 
doubtless,  from  the  attraction  of  a food  allowance  obtainable  out  of  the  workhouse. 
I he  prospect  of  the  labour  test  does  not  appear  to  have  been  sufficient  to  check 
applications  from  the  latter  class.  The  workhouse  may  be  considered  the  only 
efficient  check. 

* f^^ie  j°S^  ?uPPtying  so  large  a number  of  individuals  is  a serious  considera- 
tion, and  any  diminution  which  can  be  made  in  the  expense  of  the  ration  is  most 
desirable.  At  present  one  pound  of  Indian  meal  is  issued  to  each  individual  above 
nine  years  of  age,  and  half  a pound  to  those  under  nine ; the  cost  of  a pound  of 
meal  is  little  more  than  one  penny.  Rye  bread,  a higher  standard  of  food,  and  which 
would  have  the  advantage  of  being  cooked  food,  could  probably  be  issued  at  a 
cheaper  rate,  though  some  inconvenience  might  attend  the  details  of  the  distribu- 
tion. Rye  bread  is  supplied  to  the  schools  in  this  Union,  relieved  by  the  British 
Association;  and  at  Castlebar  the  cost  of  the  bread  is  three  farthings  per  pound, 
and  I have  made  a contract  in  the  electoral  division  of  Addergoole,  at  the  rate  of 


Castlebar  Union;. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


432  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

Castlebar  Union,  seven-eighths  of  a penny  per  pound.  I have  brought  the  subject  under  the  consi- 
deration  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  should  the  arrangement  be  successful  in  the 
relief  afforded  to  the  schools,  it  will  be  applied  to  the  out-door  relief,  under  the 
Poor  Law. 

With  regard  to  the  work  performed  by  the  able-bodied  receiving  relief,  I visited 
some  of  the  electoral  divisions  during  the  week  and  found  the  system  in  operation. 
Yesterday  I examined  the  books  of  the  assistants,  whose  duty  it  is  to  oversee  the 
gangs.  Owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  and  other  causes,  the  amount  of 
work  returned  was  not  considerable.  The  names  of  15  labourers  were  struck 
out  of  the  Relief  Lists  for  non-attendance  at  the  work,  they  and  their  families  to 
be  deprived  of  their  rations  in  consequence.  It  has  been  impressed  on  the  assistants 
* that  a greater  quantity  of  work  must  be  executed,  and  that  they  will  be  held 
responsible  for  its  performance. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  31,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  regard,  with  some  apprehension,  the  small  progress 
which  has  been  made  in  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  the  Union. 

The  present  rate  was  put  in  course  of  collection  on  the  25th  October  last,  and 
it  appears  from  your  report  that  only  1080Z.  4s.  10 Id.  has  been  collected  up  to 
the  26th  instant. 

The  Commissioners  think  it  necessary  to  draw  your  special  attention  to  this 
point,  and  they  wish  to  be  furnished  with  a list  of  the  immediate  lessors  who 
have  not  yet  paid  their  rates,  stating  their  places  of  abode. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  by  a regular  and  careful  scrutiny  of  the  circum- 
stances in  each  case  of  application  for  relief,  and  the  application  of  the  workhouse 
test  as  far  as  practicable,  as  well  as  a more  strict  enforcement  of  the  labour  test, 
the  Vice-Guardians  will  be  enabled  to  detect  cases  of  simulated  distress. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  6,  1848. 

In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  the  collector,  his  accounts  were  not  exam- 
lned  on  Friday  last,  the  day  appointed  for  that  purpose.  I saw  the  collector  on 
Monday  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians,  and  learned  from  him 
that  the  amount  collected  during  the  week  was  trifling.  He  stated  that  he  had 
just  returned  from  the  electoral  division  of  Addergoole,  where  he  had  gone 
by  appointment  to  meet  the  ratepayers,  and  that  many  failed  to  attend— the 
amount  paid  to  him  being  about  61.  He  handed  in  a list  which  had  been  called 
lor  on  the  preceding  Saturday,  containing  the  names  of  the  immediate  lessors 
in  the  Union  who  have  not  paid  their  rate ; and  the  Vice-Guardians  directed 
their  solicitor  to  write  forthwith  to  each  of  the  persons  named  in  the  list, 
lequirmg  immediate  payment,  and  stating  that  in  default  thereof  the  necessary 
steps  to  enforce  the  same  would  be  adopted. 

Measures  have  been  in  contemplation,  as  stated  in  my  report  of  last  week, 
ior  enforcing  the  collection,  but  the  Vice-Guardians  have  been  hitherto  un- 
willing to  have  recourse  to  them,  as  many  of  the  gentlemen,  and  the  agents  of 
others,  had  promised  payment  to  the  collector,  and  in  some  instances  had  even 
named  the  day ; knowing- • also  the  doubtful  state  of  the  rate-books,  which  were 
unavoidably  compiled  from  the  old  books,  it  was  deemed  only  prudent  that 
the  time  allowed  for  objections  should  be  permitted  to  pass.  The  period  for 
appeals  having  now  expired  (two  only  have  been  lodged,  which  will  be  tried 
immediately),  the  promised  payments  not  having  been  made,  and  the  sum 
lodged  by  the  collector  not  being  sufficient  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the 
week,  the  Vice-Guardians  feel  that  the  time  for  energetic  measures  of  a legal 
nature,  has  arrived ; and  with  reference  to  the  2nd  section  of  6 and  7 Viet,,  c. 

, are  desirous  of  obtaining  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  to  proceed  by 
action  or  suit  in  the  case  of  those  immediate  lessors,  in  which  the  letter  from 
he  solicitor  above  alluded  to,  shall  have  proved  unsuccessful  in  inducing  the 
payment  of  the  rate.  It  is  desirable  that  the  sanction  should  be  afforded  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  the  writs,  to  be  available  for  this  term,  should  be  returned 
on  or  before  the  11th  instant. 
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AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

On  Saturday  and  Monday  last,  I attended  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Vice- 
Guardians. 

The  following  was  the  state  of  the  house : — 


Males,  15  years  and  upwards 

. 117 

Females,  ditto 

. 208 

Boys  under  15 

. 172 

Girls  ditto 

. 169 

Children  under  2 

. 26 

Total 

. 692 

Deduct  number  removed  to  auxiliary  work- 
house  . . . . .88 


604 


Of  which  in  fever  . . . .37 

Other  cases  . . . . .90 

Total  . . 127 

Auxiliary  Workhouse. 

Girls  . . . . .75 

Female  assistants  . . . .13 

Total  . . 88 


An  increase  of  3 in  the  number  of  fever  cases,  and  7 new  cases  of  dysentery, 
during  the  week.  An  increase  of  25  in  the  total  number  of  sick  in  the  hospital, 
as  compared  with  last  week’s  return.  The  prevailing  epidemic,  influenza,  has 
also  appeared,  and  a considerable  number  are  sick  in  the  house,  in  addition  to 
those  in  the  hospital. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  out-door  relief  was  considerably  less  (by  nearly 
one-half)  than  on  the  preceding  Saturday.  The  removal  of  a portion  of  the 
female  children  (all  who  were  able  to  leave  the  house)  to  the  auxiliary  work- 
house,  having  created  vacancies  in  the  main  establishment,  the  Vice-Guardians 
were  enabled  to  apply  the  workhouse  test  to  the  cases  before  them.  Many  did 
not  answer  their  names  when  called,  and  others  refused  to  enter  the  house,  so 
that  about  one-eighth  only  of  the  individuals  entered  on  the  application  books, 
was  admitted  to  relief. 


Number  of  applicants,  1st  and  3rd  January  . 2469 
Admitted  to  workhouse  . . .110 

Placed  on  the  out-door  relief  list  . .173 

Discharged  from  workhouse  to  out-door  relief  . 7 


The  total  number  now  receiving  out-door  relief  is  6798,  being  19  less  than 
during  the  preceding  week — the  difference  being  occasioned  by  the  number  of 
families  struck  off,  in  consequence  of  the  non-attendance  or  idleness  of  the  able- 
bodied  members,  at  the  stone-breaking  depot. 

I examined  the  work-books  of  the  assistant  relieving  officers  on  Saturday 
and  Monday ; the  work  done  in  some  of  the  electoral  divisions  was  satisfactory, 
in  some  instances  the  labourers  had  been  idle,  and  in  one,  collusion  had  evidently 
existed  between  the  assistant  and  the  men.  The  former  was  dismissed  at  once 
by  the  Board,  and  told  that  his  salary  for  the  week  would  not  be  paid.  The 
names  of  61  labourers,  who  either  did  not  attend  or  were  late  and  idle  at  the 
work,  were  struck  out  of  the  lists,  they  and  their  families  being  thus  depriv  ed  of 
rations.  These  measures  will  convince  all  parties  of  the  necessity  of  perform- 
ing their  respective  duties. 

As  the  numerous  cases  on  the  relief  lists,  since  the  commencement  of  the  out- 
door relief,  were,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure,  necessarily  disposed  of  rapidly, 
and  frauds  may  have  been  committed  and  abuses  arisen,  the  relieving  officers 
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Castlebar  Union.  Lave  been  directed  to  visit  tbe  house  of  every  individual  now  receiving  relief, 
and  to  obtain  further  particulars  respecting  each,  with  a view  to  a revision 
of  every  case  on  the  books ; and  the  Vice-Guardians  will  authorise  no  relief 
to  any  family  unless  the  relieving  officer  certify  that  he  has  visited  the  house, 
and  testify  to  their  destitution,  and  the  truth  of  the  particulars  respecting 
them. 

Owing  to  the  pressure  of  destitution,  the  districts  now  allotted  to  the  relieving 
officers  have  been  found  too  extensive.  Each  officer  at  present,  has  charge  of 
two  electoral  divisions,  containing  an  area  of  upwards  of  40,000  acres,  and  a 
population  of  12,000  persons.  It  is  therefore,  proposed  to  augment  the  number 
of  these  officers,  assigning  one  to  each  division ; and  that  such  officers  should  be 
appointed  temporarily  with  a weekly  salary,  so  that  should  any  prove  inefficient, 
dismissal  may  at  once  follow. 

The  following  table  shows  the  districts  at  present  allotted  to  each  relieving 
officer,  the  area,  population,  &c. 


Districts. 

Electoral  Divisions. 

Population. 

Area  Statute  Acres. 

1 

Addergoole  . 
Islandeady  . 

7,3791 

4,2*73] 

12,652 

(33,0641 

114,673/ 

48,131 

2 

Balia 

Drum 

4,1811 

5,925] 

10,106 

( 9,4241 
112,249] 

21,613 

3 

Castlebar 
Breafy  . . . 

10,4641 
2,452 J 

12,916 

(13,3661 
1 5,300/ 

18,666 

4 

Ballyhean 
Ballintober  . 

4,0321 
6 , 753] 

10,  *785 

( 7,731 1 
121,226] 

28,95 1 

5 

Strade  . 
Turlough 

8, mi 

*7 ,430] 

15,604 

(16,1921 

122,299/ 

38,491 

Two  appeals  only  have  been  made  against  the  rate  in  this  Union,  they  are 
for  small  amounts ; the  cases  will  be  tried  immediately,  and  the  solicitor  of  the 
Union  has  been  directed  to  defend  them. 

I beg  to  add,  that  indisposition  has  been  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  forwarding 
this  report. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  8,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  proceedings  proposed  to  be  instituted  against  im- 
mediate lessors  of  property  in  the  Union,  for  recovery  of  the  poor-rate  due  by 
them,  I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  have  addressed  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  in  reference  to  the  proposal  to  proceed  in  the  superior  courts  against 
all  immediate  lessors,  who  will  not  pay  the  rates  claimed,  and  for  which  appli- 
cation has  been  made  by  a solicitor. 

The  Commissioners,  under  the  circumstances  of  urgency  to  which  you  refer, 
have  conveyed  their  sanction  to  the  Guardians’  proceeding  in  the  superior 
courts,  where,  on  consideration  of  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  yesterday’s  date, 
they  shall  deem  such  course  to  be  necessary. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — January  6,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act, 
relating  to  applications  for  relief  on  the  part  of  persons  occupying  more  than 
a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land;  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws 
for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to 
inform  them  how  far  cases  to  which  the  provisions  of  this  section  may  apply, 
have  come  before  you  as  Vice-Guardians,  and  that  you  will  state  the  course 
which  you  have  taken  in  regard  to  such  cases,  and  to  the  surrender  of  the  land 
where  persons  applying  for  relief  were  at  the  time  occupying  more  than  the 
quarter  of  an  acre ; you  will  also  be  so  good  as  to  state,  whether  difficulties  have 
been  experienced  by  you  in  acting  on  the  10th  section,  and  how  you  have 
usually  dealt  with  such  difficulties. 
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The  YiCE-GuARDrANs  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  10,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
6th  instant,  and  have  to  inform  you,  that  it  was  our  intention  to  have  written 
to  you  this  day,  on  the  subject  submitted  to  us  therein. 

In  our  admissions  to  out-door  relief,  individual  cases  have  come  before  us 
where  the  parties  avowed,  that  they  had  surrendered  their  land,  but  retained 
possession  ol  their  houses  and  offices.  To  all  such  we  have  refused  assistance, 
conceiving  such  a surrender  to  be  a mere  evasion  of  the  law,  and  have  uni- 
formly stated  to  them  that  they  must  make  an  absolute  surrender  of  the  whole 
before  they  can  come,  in  a properly  qualified  condition,  to  receive  relief. 
Again,  that  we  have  no  desire  to  raise  insuperable  obstacles  in  the  way  of  relief 
to  the  really  destitute  who  may  be  holders  of  land,  and,  therefore,  should  not 
object,  on  their  surrendering  in  toto  to  the  proprietor,  to  allow  them  to  get 
back  into  their  houses  as  lodgers,  or  caretakers : but  we  ask,  should  not  the 
evidence  of  a stamped  document  be  produced,  that  such  arrangements  as  wre 
have  stated  were  bond  fide  transactions?  May  not  collusion  exist  between 
parties,  the  one  to  give,  and  the  other  to  take,  a nominal  surrender,  and  having 
tided  over  the  difficulties  of  the  winter  and  spring,  resume  their  former  rela- 
tions when  better  times  came  on.  In  cases  of  this  description,  the  rate-payers 
would  be  called  on  to  support  men  and  their  families  who  had  but  temporarily 
thrown  off  the  character  of  landholders  and  rate-payers,  and  who  would  resume 
them  again  at  their  convenience. 

We  trust  that,  in  reading  the  foregoing  remarks,  you  will  not  suppose  that  we 
allude  to  the  gentry  or  landed  proprietors  of  this  county,  as  capable  of  having 
recourse  to  any  such  subterfuge  or  evasion  of  the  law — we  have  no  such  persons 
in  our  minds.  In  the  very  limited  intercourse  we  have  had  with  the  gentry  of 
Mayo,  we  have  found  them  kind,  humane,  and  affable,  never  shrinking  from 
the  tremendous  abyss  which  appears  to  yawn  before  them ; satisfied  that  the 
destitute  should  be  supported,  let  the  consequences  to  themselves  be  what  they 
might.  No  ; we  allude  to  the  petty  middlemen,  to  whom  it  would  be  utter 
ruin  to  part  their  small  tenantry,  and  who  might  be  heedless  of  encountering 
public  odium  were  their  evasions  discovered. 

There  is  no  doubt,  that  among  the  landed  proprietors  many  are  accepting 
surrenders  from  their  small  tenantry,  and  restoring  them  their  houses  with 
portions  of  land,  within  the  stipulated  quantity ; but  these  are  open,  positive 
arrangements,  and  entered  into  for  the  double  purpose  of  getting  up  the  land, 
which  the  tenantry  could  not  crop,  and  of  placing  them  in  a position  to  receive 
relief  from  the  rates.  In  Ballinrobe,  on  our  last  Board-day,  one  of  our  relieving 
officers  handed  in  a long  list  of  names  of  persons  who  had  tendered  a surrender 
of  their  land  to  the  proprietor,  but  we  thought  the  affair  too  vague  to  take  any 
notice  of  it.  But  another,  and  a well  defined  case,  has  arisen  on  Lord  Oranmore’s 
estate,  and  having  received  his  Lordship’s  permission,  we  think  it  right  to 
mention  it  to  you.  His  Lordship  stated  to  us,  that  on  his  Castlemagarrett 
estate  he  had  135  tenants  paying  under  10/.  per  annum  rent ; that  he  had  made 
a review  of  their  condition,  and  satisfied  his  mind  that  not  more  than  30  would 
be  able  to  stand  their  ground,  and  crop  their  land ; that  he  intended  to  take  a 
surrender  from  all  the  remainder,  and  re-let  them  their  houses  and  a statute 
quarter  of  land,  and  thus  place  them  within  reach  of  assistance  from  the  poor- 
rates.  Now  there  is  no  doubt  this  is  a fair,  open,  manly  movement,  and  if 
Lord  Oranmore  finds  a difficulty  in  enabling  his  small  tenantry  to  maintain 
their  ground,  the  course  he  has  adopted  is  open  to  him  but  should  this  course 
be  generally  pursued,  the  numbers  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  will  surpass  those 
of  last  summer. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  13,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  are  fully  sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  acting  on 
the  10th  section  of  the  Act  referred  to ; still,  as  that  section  is  of  extreme 
importance,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  express  their  opinion  upon  it,  for  your 
information  and  guidance. 

The  Commissioners  think  that  the  words  of  the  Act  should  be  strictly 
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adhered  to,  by  which  no  one  who  occupies  more  than  a quarter  of  a statute  acre 
of  land  shall  be  deemed,  and  taken  to  be,  a destitute  person.  Hence  the  Com- 
missioners think  that  the  bond  fide  cessation  to  occupy  more  than  a quarter  of  a 
statute  acre,  is  the  only  point  which  should  be  looked  to  by  the  Guardians  in 
the  construction  of  the  clause;  and  that  no  additional  unbending-  condition 
should  be  insisted  on,  such  as  a certificate  of  surrender  from  a landlord,  or 
the  cessation  to  occupy  even  a quarter  of  an  acre,  or  any  land  of  still  less 
extent. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  1 1,  1848. 

I attended  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  on  Saturday  and 
yesterday,  and  examined  the  collectors’  accounts  on  the  Friday  preceding. 


The  amount  of  rate  collected  during  the 

week  was 163 

The  total  amount  now  obtained  is  . . 1,243 

Leaving  uncollected  .....  8,703 


s.  d. 


21 
1 Ol- 
lO 


In  consequence  of  the  receipts  not  keeping  pace  with  the  expenditure,  the 
Vice-Guardians  found  themselves  yesterday  in  a difficult  position : no  funds 
being  available  to  pay  the  contractors’  bills,  to  two  of  whom  about  440/.  was 
due  for  provisions  supplied  for  out-door  relief;  and  as  one  of  them  is  a 
creditor  for  articles  furnished  to  the  late  Board,  it  was  at  one  time  doubtful 
whether  provisions  would  be  forthcoming  to  feed  the  thousands  already  on  the 
relief  list,  and  the  crowd  of  applicants  then  outside  anxiously  awaiting-  their 
turn  to  be  called  before  the  Board.  The  Board  having  turned  to  me,  I ex- 
plained to  the  contractors  the  position  in  which  matters  were  with  regard  to 
the  rate ; the  small  amount  already  collected  ; the  certainty  that  the  rest,  ora 
considerable  portion,  would  be  forthcoming;  that  legal  measures  had  been 
already  put  in  train,  and  that  all  the  powers  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  would  be  exerted  to  the  utmost  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  rate. 
After  some  hesitation,  the  contractors  consented  to  furnish  a supply  for  another 
week.  I also  let  it  be  distinctly  understood,  that  no  assistance  would  be  afforded 
to  the  Union  until  it  had  been  proved  that  its  resources  had  been  exhausted ; 
and  that  no  excuse  whatever  would  be  received  for  non-payment  of  rate. 

With  reference  to  the  list  of  immediate  lessors  who  have  not  paid  the  rate, 
alluded  to  in  my  report  of  last  week,  I now  enclose  a statement  showing  the 
places  of  residence  of  the  gentlemen  in  question,  and  containing  the  observa- 
tions of  the  collector  on  each  case.  A copy  of  the  former  list  was  handed  over 
to  the  solicitor  of  the  Union,  who  has  written  to  most  of  the  gentlemen  con- 
cerned, and  has  received  replies  from  some — there  has  not  been  time  for  all  to 
have  reached  him.  In  the  event  of  his  application  being  unsuccessful,  measures 
. will  be  taken  to  enforce  payment,  either  by  suit  in  the  superior  courts  under 
the  sanction  contained  in  your  letter  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  or  by  complaint 
and  summons,  whichever  may  be  best  suited  to  the  circumstances  of  each  case. 
The  solicitor  has  been  urged  to  make  no  delay. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  collector  has  prepared  a list  of  numerous  occupiers  to 
whom  he  has  made  unsuccessful  application  for  the  rate,  and  they  will  be 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  magistrates  on  next  Thursday  week,  upon 
which  occasion  the  resident  magistrate  has  promised  to  attend;  and  that 
gentleman  accompanies  the  collector  to-morrow  to  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Balia  and  Drum,  to  enforce  the  collection  by  seizing  the  property  of  certain 
other  wealthy  rate-payers  who  have  taken  no  notice  of  the  collectors’  applica- 
tions. To  avoid  all  risk  of  opposition,  a body  of  constabulary  and  a party  of 
infantry,  with  a few  dragoons,  will  be  in  attendance. 

These  measures  will  break  the  spell  of  passive  resistance,  and  bring  in  the 
rates  more  rapidly. 

The  two  appeals  against  the  rate  have  been  arranged  without  a trial  before 
the  assistant  barrister,  and  the  rate  now  stands  on  sure  grounds.  I am  satisfied 
that  a great  portion  can  be  collected — though  doubtless  its  pressure  will,  in 
some  cases,  be  severely  felt. 
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The  number  of  applicants  for  relief  is  still  very  great.  Castlebar  Union. 

The  number  placed  on  the  relief  list  on  Saturday  and  Monday  was  1560. 

The  number  now  receiving  out-door  relief  is  8401. 

That  the  whole  of  these  are  actually  in  a starving  condition  may,  I think,  be 
doubted  ; and  although  the  deep-rooted  aversion  of  the  peasantry  to  the  work- 
house,  causing  them  almost  to  starve  before  they  will  enter  it,  will,  in  some 
measure,  lessen  the  force  of  the  following  comparative  statement,  still  the  facts 
are  sufficiently  marked  to  give  a colour  to  the  supposition. 

On  Saturday  when  the  Application  and  Report  Books  of  six.  electoral 
divisions,  viz.,  Addergoole,  Islandeady,  Balia,  Drum,  Castlebar,  and  Breaffy 
— were  under  consideration,  the  number  passed  for  out-door  relief  was  26 1 : 
whilst  on  Monday  1299  were  passed  in  the  four  remaining  divisions,  viz., 

Bellyhean,  Ballintobber,  Strade,  and  Turlough.  On  the  first  day  there  were 
vacancies  in  the  workhouse  by  which  the  destitution  could  be  tested;  and 
numbers  refused  to  enter  the  house ; and  on  Monday  there  were  no  vacancies.  As 
the  parties  appeared  with  their  families,  and  the  relieving  officers  asserted  their 
destitution,  the  Vice-Guardians  had  no  alternative  but  to  afford  out-door  relief. 

Should  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the  proposition  to  appoint  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  relieving  officers,  I shall  suggest  to  the  Vice-Guardians 
to  employ  them  at  first  in  making  further  and  strict  inquiries  respecting  the 
parties  now  on  the  relief  lists,  in  the  hope  that  some  reduction  in  the  number 
may  be  made.  The  pressure  on  the  relieving  officer  at  present,  is  very  great. 

The  labour-test  is  applied  as  closely  as  possible,  to  the  able-bodied ; '31  men 
were  struck  off  the  lists  for  non-attendance  at  the  work,  or  for  idleness  during 
the  week ; their  families  thereby  losing  their  rations. 

The  relief  afforded  by  the  British  Association  to  the  children  attending  the 
schools  in  the  Union,  is  now  extensively  in  operation.  25  schools  obtain  relief, 
and  3297  received  rations  of  rye-bread ; and  in  some  of  the  schools  broth  also, 
during  the  last  week.  The  bread,  -when  baked,  costs  three  farthings  per  pound, 
and  the  broth  twopence  per  gallon. 

Enclosure. 

List  of  Immediate  Lessors  who  have  not  paid  their  Rates. 

Observations. 


Applied  ‘to  agent,  who  stated  that  he  had 
paid  what  Lord  Lucan  was  liable  for,  and 
would  not  pay  - for  any  items  where  there 
were  leases.  Has  not  appealed. 

Was  furnished  with  his  account,  and  pro- 
mised to  pay.  Has  not  yet  done  so. 

Account  furnished  by  clerk.  Could  get  no 
satisfaction. 

Account  furnished.  Not  yet  paid,  but  will 
do  so. 

Has  stated  that  he  will  pay  70 1.  on  10th 
January,  and  the  balance  immediately. 

Account  prepared.  Estate  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  Name  of  receiver  until  lately 
not  known.  Messrs.  Clendining  and 
Lambert  will  be  applied  to  immediately. 

Account  furnished  to  his  son,  Sir  William 
O’Malley,  who  resides  with  him.  Not 
paid. 

Account  furnished.  No  reply  or  payment. 

In  the Marshalsea,  Dublin.  Estate  in  Chan- 
cery. Receiver,  James  V.  Jackson,  Esq., 
not  yet  applied  to;  will  be  done  imme- 
diately. 

Account  furnished.  Said  he  would  send  Us- 
man to  check  the  account. 

Account  furnished.  Stated  that  the  pro- 
perty did  not  all  belong  to  him ; that  he. 
■would  come  and  explain. 

Applied  to  agent,  Mr.  John  Stevens ; pro- 
mised to  pay,  but  said  that  he  was  getting, 
■up  more  lands  from  tenants,  for  which  he; 
would  have  to  pay  also. 

No  account  yet  furnished.  Did  not  know 
who  was  agent. 


Name. 

Residence. 

Amount. 

£.  s.  d. 

The  Earl  ot  Lucan  . 

Castlebar  House;  Latham 

692  4 24 

House,  Chertsey,  England. 

Sir  Robert  Lynch  Blosse,  Bt. 

Athavalla,  Balia  . 

169  3 If 

Colonel  Charles  N.  Knox  . 

Lackan,  Killala  . . 

119  13  10* 

Peter  Bourke,  Esq.  . . . 

Ballinen,  Castlebar 

106  8 2* 

Mervyn  Pratt,  Esq.  . . 

Ennischoe,  Crossraolina  . 

100  2 6 

Colonel  Thomas  Fitzgerald  . 

Mapleton  House,  Somerset- 

90  1 8* 

shire. 

Sir  Samuel  O’Malley,  Bart. 

Kilboyne  House,  Castlebar 

90  1 8* 

Captain  St.  George  CufFe  . 

Deel  Castle,  Crossmolina  . 

81  14  11 

James  Anderson,  Esq.  . 

Woodpark,  Crossmolina  . 

72  9 1* 

Andrew  Crean  Lynch,  Esq. 

Clogher  House,  Bally  glass 

80  9 1 • 

Captain  W.  M.  Fitzmaurice 

Lagatuma,  Balia  . 

63  3 7* 

Conyugham  Jones,  Esq. 

Deceased 

Owner  is,  Henry  Shaw  Jones, 

Stephen’s  Green,  Dublin  . 

43  6 2* 

Esq. 

Lord  Avonmore  . 

Portumna 

42  4 0 
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List  of  Immediate  Lessors  who  have  not  paid  their  Rates — continued. 


Name. 

Residence. 

Amount. 

Colonel  John  Brown  . . 

Breafy,  Castlebar  . 

£.  s.  d. 
42  3 If 

John  Cheevers,  Esq. 

Killion,  county  Galway 

39  18  3$ 

James  Hardiman,  Esq.  . 

Galway 

34  11  Of 

Francis  M’Donald,  Esq. 

Toomore,  Ballyrany 

30  8 1* 

Ormsby  Ellwood,  Esq.  . 

Loughmask,  Cong . . . 

28  12  7f 

Major  Owen  O’Malley  . 

Castlebar 

27  13  1 

George  M.  Sheridan,  Esq.  . 

Pheasant-hill.  Lives  in  Lon- 

26  9 8 

John  Bodkin.  Esq.  . . . 

don ; address  not  known. 
.Quarrvmount,  Tuam  . 

25  3 4* 

Charles  Goodwin,  Esq. 

Swineford  ..... 

24  19  7f 

Isadore  P.  Blake,  Esq.  . 

Bullylahan,  Foxford  . 

24  16  1 

Francis  Palmer,  Esq. 

Residence  not  known  . 

24  16  1$ 

Malachy  Tuohy,  Esq.  . 

Kiltyhabane  .... 

24  14  6 

Ormsby  (Minors)  . . 

23  17  3 

John  Finn,  Esq. 

Ballymagibbon,  Cong  . . 

23  10  2i 

George  Blake,  Esq. 

Belmont,  Tuam,  county 

23  7 9£ 

Lord  Clanmorris 

Galway. 

Not  in  the  country.  Agent, 

21  2 7$ 

Walter  Joyce,  Esq.  . 

Parsons  Persse,  Esq.,New- 
bxook,  Ballyglass. 
Casllelucas,  Ballyglass  . 

20  8 2\ 

Rev.  John  Leech 

Residence  not  known. 

18  12  O’- 

Walter  Bourke,  Esq.  . 

Agent,  Oliver  Jackson, 
Esq.,  Ballina. 

Currawn,  Ballyvany  . 

16  17  4i 

John  H.  Peyton,  Esq.  . 

County  Leitrim 

16  16  6 

Lady  Norbury  .... 

Agent,  Mr.  Garvey,  Thorn- 

26  17  9 

Dominick  Brown,  Esq. 

vale,  Moneygall. 

Brown  Hall  .... 

15  13  8 

Earl  of  Erne  .... 

Croom  Castle,  Lisnaskea, 

John  Knox,  Esq. 

Fermanagh.  Agent,  Orms- 
by Ellwood,  Esq.,  Lough- 
mask, Cong. 

Castlerea  . 

13  15  8 

Francis  B.  Knox,  Esq.  . 

Rutland-square,  Dublin  . 

Anthony  F.  French 

Ballvhean,  Castlebar  . 

Joseph  Myles  M‘Donald.'  . 

Doo  Castle,  Tubbercurry  . 

8 13  21 

Lord  Kilmain  .... 

(The  Niele),  Garlston  Park, 

67  0 84 

William  Kearney,  Esq. 

Westmeath. 
Ballinvilla,  Castlebar 

John  Welsh,  Esq.  . 

Castlehill,  Crossmolina 

46  14  9i 

Charles  M.  Coyne,  Esq. 

Westlands,  Dublin 

39  11  5 

George  H.  Moore,  Esq. 

Moore  Hall,  Ballyglass  . 

33  0 111 

Charles  A.  O’Malley,  Esq.  . 

Abroad 

36  14  2 

Joseph  D.  Bourke,  Esq. 

Westport 

36  5 7 

Captain  John  Knox 

Greenwood  Park,  Crossmo- 

35  7 If 

St.  Clair  O’Malley,  Esq.  . 

lina. 

Dead 

34  8 Ilf 

Thomas  Irwin,  Esq.  , 

Michael  Rowland,  Esq. 

Mucknagh,  Castlebar  . . 

30  18  6f 

Dated  at  Castlebar,  the  10th  day  of  January,  1848. 


Observations. 


Receiver  on  property,  A.  C.  Lambert,  Esq. 
Ballinrobe.  Account  prepared. 

No  application. 

Account  not  furnished.  Now  learned  his 
address. 

Receiver  on  property.  Account  not  yet 
furnished. 

Promised  to  pay  on  Thursday. 

His  agent  states  that  he  will  pay  every  item 
for  which  Major  O’Malley’s  name  is  set 
down  in  the  book  as  immediate  lessor ; 
but  thinks  that  other  items  have  been 
entered  in  the  account  for  which  he  is  not 
properly  chargeable.  Will  be  arranged. 


Abroad.  Agent  not  known. 

Account  furnished,  and  promises  to  settle. 
Account  furnished  on  Saturday  last  to  his 
bailiff ; will  also  be  furnished  to  himself. 
Inquiry  will  be  made. 

Account  furnished.  Will  pay  to-day. 
Agent,  Oliver  C.  Jackson,  Esq.,  Ballina. 

Account  furnished.  Payment  promised. 
Account  furnished,  and  was  returned  by 
agent. 

Did  not  know  residence  until  to-day. 

Agent  applied  to;  promised  to  pay. 


Account  furnished,  and  repeatedly  promised 
to  pay.  Has  not  yet  done  so. 

Account  furnished  to  agent.  No  answer 
yet. 

Account  furnished.  Said  would  not  pay, 
as  it  was  lensed  property. 

Account  not  furnished.  Address  not  known. 

Account  furnished  to  under-agent,  and  also 
to  agent,  by  post.  Payment  promised  by 
the  former. 

It  is  said  that  a receiver  is  appointed.  Will 
apply  to  him. 

Aplied  to,  and  payment  promised. 


It  it  said  that  a receiver  has  been,  lately 
appointed.  Inquiry  will  be  made. 

Did  not  know  address  until  now. 

Promised  to  pay. 

Property  in  Chancery.  Receiver,  Charles 
H.  Crommie,  Esq.  Not  aware  of  this 
until  now. 

Applied  to  Mr.  Kelly,  bailiff,  who  promised 
to  come  in  and  settle  the  account.  Did 
not  yet  do  so. 

Promised  to  pay. 

Went  to  house  twice,  and  could  get  no 
satisfaction. 

Account  furnished  personally.  No  payment 
yet  made. 

Account  not  yet  furnished. 

Do  not  know  his  address.  Agent  just  dead. 
Account  furnished  to  Patrick  Boyd,  Esq., 
Mount  Gordon,  Castlebar,  who  used,  to 
pay  the  rates. 

Account  furnished.  Said  would  suffer  any- 
thing before  he  would  pay. 

Account  furnished.  Said  he  would  not  pay. 

21/.  3j.  6 d.  of  the  sum  paid  by  Patrick 
Boyd,  Esq. 

Address  not  known. 

His  son  promised  to  pay. 


William  Mallv,  Collector. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — January  17,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  addressed  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  subject  of 
the  appointment  of  additional  relieving  officers  in  the  Union. 

I am,  at  the  same  time,  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  your 
suggestion  as  to  the  duty  upon  which  the  relieving  officers  should  first  be  em- 
ployed. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  19,  1848. 

On  Friday  I examined  the  Collector’s  Books  and  Accounts,  but  the 
collector  not  being  present  to  state  the  amount  of  lodgments,  they  could  not 
then  be  closed.  I subsequently  saw  the  collector,  who  informed  me  that  about 
400Z.  had  been  collected  during  the  week ; this  is  the  largest  sum  yet  obtained 
in  any  weekly  period.  Scarcely  sufficient  time  has,  however,  yet  elapsed  to  show 
the  full  effect  of  the  measures  taken  for  enforcing  the  collection. 

On  Wednesday  the  collector  proceeded  to  the  electoral  division  of  Balia,  accom- 
panied by  the  resident  magistrate,  and  parties  of  constabulary,  infantry,  and  dragoons, 
for  the  purpose  of  distraining  the  lands  of  several  defaulting  rate-payers.  Some 
of  the  parties  paid,  but  it  was  found  necessary  to  bring  to  Castlebar  18  head  of 
cattle,  which  were  subsequently  released  upon  payment  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
demands  made  upon  them. 

Numerous  individuals,  in  the  electoral  division  of  Castlebar,  have  been  sum- 
moned to  appear  before  the  magistrates  on  Thursday,  to  answer  for  non-payment 
of  rates,  upon  which  occasion  the  resident  magistrate  will  attend ; and  the  collector 
will  distrain  other  parties  as  soon  as  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  resident 
magistrate. 

The  solicitor  of  the  Union  having  been  absent  attending  the  sessions  in  various 
parts  of  the  county,  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  from  him  the 
result  of  his  applications  to  the  parties  included  in  the  list  of  immediate  lessors 
placed  in  his  hands.  I understand  from  the  collector  that  some  of  them  have  paid 
the  rate,  and  others  have  named  a day  of  settlement.  I hope  to  see  the  solicitor 
on  Thursday  upon  this  subject. 

On  Saturday  and  Monday  I attended  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians. 
Mr.  Bourke,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  was  present  on  the  former  day. 

The  following  was  the  state  of  the  workhouse : — 


Men  .... 

146 

Women  .... 

224 

Boys  under  15 

192 

Girls  .... 

78 

Infants  .... 

27 

Total  . 

667 

Auxiliary  workhouse : — 

Women  .... 

16 

Girls  under  15 

98 

Total  . 

114 

In  Workhouse 

667 

Auxiliary  ditto 

114 

Total  . 

781 

Of  the  above — in  fever  . 

36 

Other  cases 

71 

Total  . 

107 

The  pressure  for  out-door  relief  still  continues. 

The  number  on  the  Application  and  Report  Books, 

amounted  to  nearly 

. 4,000 

Of  which  there  were  admitted  to  the  workhouse  . 36 

Placed  on  out-door  relief  lists  . 

. 3,221 

The  total  number  now  receiving  out-door  relief  is  1 1,358 


Castlebar  Union. 
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Castlebar  Union,  being  upwards  of  one-sixth  of  the  population  of  the  Union,  according  to  the 
Census  of  1841. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  the  whole  of  these  persons  are  not  in 
a starving  condition  ; the  marked  result,  alluded  to  in  my  former  reports,  of  the 
workhouse  test,  individual  cases  of  imposition  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
the  assertion  of  the  poor  themselves,  (from  whom,  however,  I can  never  obtain 
the  names  of  the  parties,  as  they  will  not  turn  “ informers,”  as  they  call  it),  and 
the  statement  of  persons  of  undoubted  veracity,  confirm  this.  Indeed  the  majority 
of  the  lower  orders  seem  to  have  lost  all  sense  of  self-respect,  and  the  honest  pride 
of  independence,  and  they  are  now  as  eager  to  obtain  a share  of  the  rations  from 
the  Poor  Law  Guardians  as  they  were  importunate  for  food  and  work  during 
the  late  measures  of  Government  relief. 

With  so  much  of  shameless  imposition  is  mixed  up,  at  the  same  time,  the  dires 
misery  and  destitution ; the  most  harrowing  scenes  are  witnessed  in  front  of  the 
workhouse,  every  Board-day.  Crowds  of  squalid,  wretched  creatures,  wrapped  in 
rags,  the  covering  probably  just  snatched  from  the  bed  of  fever,  rendering  the  air 
foetid  with  the  poisonous  emanations  of  disease,  side  by  side  with  the  man,  who, 
not  destitute,  asserts  his  claim  to  relief  with  as  much  energy  as  his  starving 
neighbour. 

The  difficulties  arising  from  this  state  of  feeling  are  such,  that  the  truth  is 
almost  a sealed  book  to  the  relieving  officers,  only  to  be  arrived  at  after  repeated 
inquiries  and  corroborative  evidence  ; and  the  pressure  upon  them  is  so  great,  that 
it  is  in  some  cases  impracticable  altogether.  They  assert  that  they  visit  the 
houses,  but  even  here  they  are  baffled,  The  relieving  officer  in  this  town  has 
resigned,  and  only  acts  until  another  is  appointed.  He  is  followed  by  a crowd 
through  the  streets,  and  when  he  unexpectedly  visits  a house  to  make  inquiry,  liis 
presence  is  known  in  a moment,  and  he  is  at  once  surrounded  by  a clamorous 
crowd,  thus  setting  all  his  attempts  at  investigation  at  defiance. 

With  such  a feeling  prevailing  so  universally  amongst  the  lower  classes,  the 
only  course  appears  to  be,  to  meet  the  pressure  by  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  rate- 
payers and  all  well-disposed  persons ; not  in  the  selection  of  persons  for  relief, 
but  to  bring  their  opinion  to  bear  upon  the  mass,  by  inducing  them  to  afford 
information  of  the  abuses  and  impositions  existing ; with  a view  to  this  information 
being  used  by  the  Vice-Guardians  in  revising  and  checking  the  relief  lists.  I 
have,  therefore,  suggested  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board,  who,  at  once,  adopted 
the  proposal  to  post  up  in  the  most  conspicuous  places  in  each  electoral  division, 
lists  of  the  persons  now  receiving  out-door  relief,  showing  their  places  of  resi- 
dence, number  in  family,  and  number  of  rations  issued  daily.  Also  to  publish 
these  lists  in  the  local  papers,  accompanied  by  an  appeal  to  the  magistrates,  rate- 
payers, and  all  well-disposed  persons  ; earnestly  requesting  them,  for  their  own  sakes, 
to  atiord  the  Vice-Guardians  all  the  information  in  their  power  regarding  any  cases 
which  may  come  under  their  observation,  of  persons  who  have  improperly  obtained 
relief,  and  to  transmit  such  information  (embodied  in  a form  also  to  be  published) 
to  the  clerk  of  the  Union.  These  lists  to  be  published  periodically. 

The  dread  of  publicity,  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  then  deter  the  non-destitute  from 
making  applications  for  relief ; • and  the  lists  of  persons  receiving  out-door  relief, 
thus  in  the  possession  of  the  rate-payers,  will  at  once  enable  them  to  place  a finger 
upon  an  abuse,  and  notify  it  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  correction.  A sti- 
mulus will,  moreover,  be  given  to  the  relieving  officers. 

I need  not  inform  the  Commissioners  of  the  unceasing  anxiety  of  the  Board  of 
Vice-Guardians,  to  administer  this  relief  in  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and  I have  made 
this  statement  solely,  to  put  the  Commissioners  in  possession  of  the  many  diffi- 
culties attending  its  execution,  and  of  the  efforts  made  to  meet  and  overcome 
them. 


Reply  to  the  above c Tavmary  22,  1848. 

As  regards  your  suggestions  to  have  the  names  of  the  persons  in  the  receipt 
of  out-door  relief  posted  up  throughout  the  several  electoral  divisions,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  local  papers,  with  a view  to  prevent  imposition,  the  Commissioners 
recommend  that  the  lists  of-persons  receiving  relief  as  paupers  should  be  only  posted, 
as  publication  in  the  newspapers  would  be  attended  with  very  great  expense,  in 
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lieu  of  which  it  would  appear  sufficient  to  publish  the  proposed  appeal  of  the 
Vice- Guardians  to  the  magistrates,  clergy,  and  rate-payers,  referring  to  the  posted 
lists,  copies  of  which  might,  with  advantage,  be  given  to  the  relieving  officers 
for  distribution. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners: — January  23,  1848. 

I beg  to  transmit  the  accompanying  statement,  showing  the  weekly- 
expenditure  for  in-door  and  out-door  relief  in  the  Castlebar  Union,  the  amount 
of  liabilities,  &c.,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of 
the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  and  salaries  of  officers,  amounts  to  931.  4s.  4 d. ; 
the  value  of  provisions  for  out-door  relief,  323/.  15 s.7ld.\  and  that  the  total 
weekly  expenditure  amounts  to  416/.  19s.  11 3d. 

The  amount  of  rate  struck  in  October  last  was  9947/. 2s.  lid. 

Supposing  that  9000/.  will  be  collected,  which  I fear  is  beyond  the  marie, 
and  deducting  1125/.  for  collectors’  fees,  the  sum  of  7875/.  becomes  available; 
of  this  however,  1600/.  has  been  already  expended,  leaving  62757. 

The  liabilities  of  the  Union  incurred  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  as  far 
as  can  be  ascertained,  amount  to  3966/.  17s.  lid.,  one-half  of  which,  viz., 
1983/.  8s.  lid.,  the  Vice-Guardians  have  agreed  to  pay  out  of  this  rate. 

The  liabilities  since  incurred,  amount  to  1445/.  14s.  1 Id.,  which  two  sums 
deducted  from  6275/.,  leave  only  2945/.  16s.  2d.  actually  available  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  of  the  Union,  a sum  w'hich  (even  supposing  the  numbers  on 
the  out-door  relief  lists  to  remain  stationary,  the  reverse  of  what  may  be 
expected,)  would  not  suffice  for  the  outgoings  of  two  months ; and  this  with 
rates  in  course  of  collection,  varying  from  3s.  lid.  in  the  pound  in  some 
electoral  divisions,  to  4s.  7d.  and  5s.  in  others. 

Notwithstanding  that  every  exertion  is  made  to  collect  the  rate,  the  highest 
amount  yet  obtained  in  one  week  was  400/.,  and  that  on  only  one  occasion; 
and  as  the  Vice-Guardians  are  bound  to  reserve  50  per  cent,  of  the  rate  as 
collected,  to  pay  off  the  liabilities  incurred  under  the  former  Board ; and  the 
other  arrears,  principally  for  provisions,  being  of  a pressing  nature,  the  balance 
of  the  weekly  lodgments  will  do  little  more  than  liquidate  the  expense  of 
salaries  and  maintenance  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  particularly  as  the 
cost  of  in-door  relief  will  be  augmented,  when  the  completion  of  the  fittings 
in  the  auxiliary  workhouse  will  render  that  building  available  for  more 
extended  accommodation,  leaving  the  amount  of  out-door  relief  (now  323/.  per 
week,  with  a certainty  of  its  increasing),  totally  unprovided  for. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I feel  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  me  to  bring 
the  condition  of  this  Union  under  your  notice,  and  to  certify  that  the  Board  of 
Vice-Guardians  having  made  every  effort  in  working  out  their  arrangements, 
the  extent  of  the  distress  really  exceeds  all  their  powers  duly  and  fully  exerted. 

I therefore  beg  to  recommend  the  case  of  the  Union  to  your  favourable  con- 
sideration, in  order  that  an  appeal  may  be  made  to  the  British  Association  in 
its  behalf. 


No.  3875/48. 


Statement  referred  to  in  foregoing  Report. 
Weekly  Expenses. 


Salaries — 

Three  Vice-Guardians  . 

£ 

. 8 

1 

d. 

7* 

Doctor,  at  . 

. 607.  per  annum 

. 1 

3 

0 

Chaplain,  R.  C.  . 

. 407. 

. 0 

15 

4J 

Ditto,  Protestant  . 

. 207. 

. 0 

7 

8* 

Master 

. 607. 

. 1 

3 

10 

Matron 

. 307. 

. 0 

11 

11 

Clerk  of  Union  . 

. 507.  „ 

. 0 

19 

24 

Schoolmaster 

257.  „ 

. 0 

9 

7h 

Schoolmistress 

. 157. 

. 0 

5 

9i 

74 

Relieving  Officers,  three  at 

. 507. 

. 2 

17 

Ditto,  two  . 

. 407. 

. 1 

10 

94 

Ditto,  additional  five,  say 

15s.  per  week  . 

. 3 

15 

0 

Carried  forward 

. 22 

1 

6 

3 L 
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Castlebar  Union.  £.  s. 

Brought  forward  . . . 22  1 

Superintendents  of  labour  gangs,  ten,  at  10s. 
per  week  ...... 

Nurse-tender,  at  12 1.  per  annum 
Total  for  salaries 

Rent — 

Rent  of  site  of  workhouse 
Rent  of  auxiliary  workhouse  . 

Total  rent  . . . 

Provisions — 

Provision  and  necessaries  for  workhouse  . 64  19 
Salaries  and  in-door  relief 


5 0 0 
0 4 74 


0 13  5 

1 8 10 


2 2 3 
64  19  1 


Strade 
Turlough 
Ballyheau 
Drum 
Balia  . . 

Island  eady 


50 

42 

84 

42 

39 

100 


£ 93  4 4 


Out-door  Relief. 

Electoral  divisions — 

cwt.  qrs.  lbs.  £.  S.  d. 

52  0 34  at  10s.  4hd.  per  cwt.  26  19  95 
3 20|  „ „ 26  8 5 

2 3£  at  10s.  3d.  „ 21  15  11 

0 7 at  10s.  4*d.  „ 43  12  24 

2 244  „ „ 22  3 3£ 

Islandeady  39  2 14  ,,  ,,  20  11  lf 

Addergoole  100  2 7 „ „ 52  3 4 

Breaffy  f153  2 0 at  IOs'  ••  76  15  0 

Ballintubber  65  0 3£  at  10s.  3d.  „ 33  6 6£ 


Total  weekly  cost  of  out-door  relief 
Out-door  relief  . 


323  15  75 


Total  weekly  expenditure 


323  15  74 

£416  19  Ilf 


Statement  of  Liabilities 
Liabilities  incurred  by  late  Board  of  Guardians,  as  far 
as  they  have  been  ascertained 
Liabilities  incurred  since : — 

Contractors  for  provision  (for  workhouse,  £.  s. 

350Z.  5s.  9 d. ; out-door  relief,  850/.)  1200  5 

Clothing 13  10 

Repairs.  &c.,  of  workhouse  . . 26  0 

Glazing  . . . . . .30 

Invoice  of  medicine  . . . . 11  11 

Salaries  unpaid  . . . . 191  7 10 


£3966  17  11 

d. 

9 

0 

0 

0 

4 


Total  liabilities 


- 1445  14  11 


- 5412  12  10 


Amount  of  rate  struck  , . . 9947  2 11 

Say  will  be  collected  ....  9000  0 0 
Deduct  collectors’  fees  (2s.  6 d.  in  the  1Z.)  1125  0 0 

Remains  ....  7875  0 0 
Deduct  already  expended  . 1600  0 0 

Leaves  . . 6275  0 0 

f rom  which  must  be  taken  50  per  cent,  of 
liabilities  of  former  Board  . . 1983  8 11 

And  the  whole  of  liabilities  incurred  since  1445  14  11 

3329  3 10 


Leaving  for  current  expenses  . £2945  16  2 


Castlebar,  January  23,  1848. 


R.  T.  Farren,  Captain  47th  Regiment, 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  27,  1848. 

, TwCoT^onevs-  have  made  application  to  Count  Strzelecki  for  an 
advance  of  300/.  for  this  purpose. 
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I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being 
informed  whether  you  are  able  to  certify  that  the  rate-payers  of  the  Union  will 
not  be  able  to  meet  their  liabilities,  and  that  they  are  making  such  exertion,  as 
can  reasonably  be  expected  from  them. 

The  Commissioners  also  request  that,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report 
specially,  on  the  following  points  : — 

1st.  What  is  the  sum  total  of  the  poor  rates  paid  in  the  Castlebar  Union  since 
the  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed,  and  to  how  many  shillings  in  the  pound  on 
the  net  amiual  value  does  it  amount  ? 

2nd.  What  is  the  obstacle  to  the  rate  being  collected  ? Is  it  that  there  is 
negligence  or  dishonesty  in  collectors  or  rate-payers  ? Is  it  that  the  crops  have 
failed  ? Are  the  means  of  the  proprietors  and  occupiers  exhausted,  or  likely 
soon  to  be  exhausted,  and  if  so,  how  is  this  proved  ? 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Farren: — January  26,  1S48. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  receiving  from  you,  a detailed  report 
as  to  the  arrangements  for  the  employment  of  paupers  receiving  out-  door  relief 
in  the  Castlebar  Union,  with  a statement  of  the  numbers  so  employed,  the 
amount  of  labour  exacted  from  each,  the  rate  of  remuneration  to  each,  and  the 
kind  of  work  (if  any)  in  addition  to  stone-breaking,  on  which  such  paupers  are 
employed. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners: — January  26,  1848. 

I regret  that  I cannot  report  that  the  collection  of  the  rate  is  progressing 
favourably.  On  Friday,  I examined  the  collector’s  books  and  accounts,  and  found 
that  the  amount  collected  during  the  week,  as  entered  in  the  Rate  Receipt  Abstract 

Books,  was £115  18  6| 

That  the  total  sum  now  collected  is  . . 1,599  9 11 

And  that  the  amount  remaining  uncollected  is  8,347  13  0 

In  my  last  report  I stated  that  the  collector  had  summoned  numerous  indi- 
viduals to  appear  before  the  magistrates  to  answer  for  non-payment  of  the  rate, 
and  that  the  cases  would  be  heard  on  the  ensuing  Thursday.  Upon  that  day,  it 
appears,  the  Court  was  closed  at  an  unusually  early  hour,  before  the  arrival  of  the 
resident  magistrate,  who,  however,  arranged  that  a special  meeting  should  be  held 
on  Monday  for  the  purpose.  Accordingly,  on  that  day  the  resident  magistrate  and 
two  other  magistrates  attended.  Deeming  it  advisable  that  support  should  be 
given  to  the  collector,  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  and  myself 
were  also  present.  After  disposing  of  one  case,  it  was  discovered  that  no  signature 
was  attached  to  the  block  notices  produced  in  Court,  and  that  the  collector  had 
not  himself  signed  those  served  on  the  individuals  summoned.  The  solicitor  of 
the  Union  was  therefore  obliged  to  withdraw  all  the  cases  (which  were  very  nume- 
rous) amidst  the  delight  of  the  whole  Court.  Fresh  notices  must  therefore  be 
served,  and  delay  thereby  occasioned. 

This  unbusiness-like  proceeding  in  so  simple  a matter  will  show  the  Commis- 
sioners the  difficulties  which  the  Vice-Guardians  have  to  contend  with  here. 
The  collector,  who  is  also  collector  of  the  baronial  cess,  does  not  appear  to  have 
sufficient  clerical  assistance  in  his  office.  On  inquiring  from  the  solicitor  'of  the 
Union  the  result  of  his  proceedings  in  the  cases  of  the  immediate  lessors  who 
have  not  paid  their  rates,  he  stated  that  in  almost  every  instance  his  communi- 
cations have  been  met  by  an  application  for  a detailed  statement  of  the  items  of 
rate  demanded  from  them,  and  that  delay  is  experienced  in  the  collector’s  office  in 
furnishing  those  detailed  accounts.  The  collector,  in  the  first  instance,  furnished 
to  the  parties  an  account,  showing  the  amount  due  for  each  townland,  not  specifying 
the  separate  items  in  the  rate  book. 

The  collector  has  been  urged  to  use  despatch  in  this  matter.  A communication 
to  him  from  the  Commissioners  would  be  of  service. 

Some  of  the  lessors  included  in  the  list  of  defaulters  have  since  paid  the  rates. 
Writs  have  been  obtained  by  the  solicitor  for  service  on  others.  The  request  for 
a detailed  statement  of  account  appearing  only  reasonable,  proceedings  in  cases  of 
such  application  have  been  stayed,  but  will.be  resumed  in  the  event  of  the  demands 
remaining  unpaid  after  the  receipt  of  such  accounts. 


Castlebar  Union. 
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Whilst  on  the  subject  of  the  rate  it  should  be  stated  that  the  necessity  of  a 
revision  of  the  rate  books  before  a new  rate  is  struck,  becomes  more  manifest  every 
day.  The  distribution  of  the  rating-,  originally  very  defective,  and  augmented  by 
the  changes  which  have  since  taken  place,  is  a source  of  constant  complaint  on  the 
part  of  the  rate-payers,  and  embarrassment  to  the  Board  of  Guardians.  The 
latter  are  quite  convinced  of  its  necessity.  The  almost  impossibility  of  obtaining 
a properly  qualified  unprejudiced  person  for  the  office  is  the  great  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  its  accomplishment. 

On  Saturday  and  Monday,  I attended  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Vice- 
Guardians.  The  pressure  for  relief  was  not  so  great  as  at  the  meetings  of  the 
preceding  week.  ° 


The  number  of  applicants  was 

(Being  about  one-half  that  of  the  preceding  week.) 
Of  which,  there  were  admitted  to  the  workhouse  . 

Placed  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  .... 

Some  individuals  were  also  discharged  from  the  workhouse  to 

out-door  relief,  to  the  number  of 

The  total  number  now  receiving  out-door  relief  is 


1741 

32 

1424 

21 

12,450 


The  lists  of  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  in  four  electoral  divisions  have 
been  received  from  the  relieving  officers,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  for  postin «•  in 
the  electoral  divisions,  an.l  for  distribution  amongst  the  rate-payers.  The  listsVor 
the  remaining  divisions  will  be  given  in  on  the  next  Board  day.  This  measure  it 
is  hoped,  will  have  a good  effect. 

As  it,  would  appear  from  a communication  received  by  the  Vice-Guardians  that 
an  impression  exists  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  that  the  labour  test  is  not 
earned  out  in  a sufficiently  stringent  manner  in  this  Union,  I think  it  right  to 
mention  that  the  able-bodied  are  compelled,  except  in  cases  of  sickness,  to  attend 
at  the  depots  fixed  for  stone-breaking  in  each  electoral  division,  and  a task  of  work 
is  exacted  daily  from  each.  The  overseers  have  each  a book  in  which  every 
labourer  s name  is  entered,  and  his  absence  or  presence  recorded  daily  ; also  the 
quantity  of  stone  broken  by  each  during  the  week.  These  books  are  produced 
and  examined  every  Board  day ; and  a return  giving  the  total  number  of  days  and 
work  executed  by  each  gang,  is  also  handed  in  and  retained  by  the  clerk  of  the 
rT?°+;+nIn  t,.rey.ent  of  the  absence  or  idleness  of  any  labourer,  his  name  is  struck 
out  of  the  relief  list,  aud  himself  and  family  lose  their  rations.  As  the  work 
performed  will  be  tested  by  the  measurement  of  the  county  surveyor’s  assistant 
who  will  purchase  a portion  of  the  stone  for  some  of  the  roads— and  an  example 
having  already  been  made  by  the  dismissal  of  one  of  the  overseers  who  had  entered 
into  collusion  with  the  labourers— the  depot,  moreover,  being  inspected  by  myself 
as  frequently  as  my  duties  will  permit,  these  officers,  in  the  event  of  a dereliction 
of  duty,  cannot  escape;  they  do  therefore  report  in  their  books  the  absence  or 

non  o ™ S>  1n  athe,  "“E1*  'T  teen  that  261  men-  ™th  Mies 
aJl  a ,15?°  “dmiials— have  been  struck  out  of  the  relief  lists  for  this 
cause,  and  thereby  lost  their  rations. 

Without  in  any  way  attempting  to  controvert  the  wishes  of  the  Commissioners 
whose  recommendation  upon  the  subject  of  a daily  issue  of  provisions  to  the  able^ 

led  in  return  for  a daily  task  of  work  performed,  must  be  carried  out,  and  to 
effect  which  every  assistance  in  my  power  shall  he  afforded  to  the  Vice-Guardians 

durin^th’  firT e>Tene?ce  1 llad  M opportunity  of  acquiring  in  this  county 
during  the  last  fifteen  months,  to  submit  that  collusion  between  the  overseer  and 
labourer  may  be  dreaded,  when  the  latter  knows  that  the  daily  ticket  in  the 
Ser0a  ‘he  0l’erseer  will  procure  him  his  rations,  and  every  process  of  inti- 
midation will  be  resorted  to  on  his  part  to  oblige  the  overseer  to  issue  the  same  • 
rfftheh' t Pfient  .the,lahoure!-  feeIs  that  is  the  Vice-Guardians  who  strike  him 

feefin  Am  ^ T a™  but  t0  °bey'  II  is  difficult  to  exPlain  this 

feeling,  but  those  acquainted  with  this  district  will  readily  admit  its  existence 

and  Idrice  'vorkh°use  frequently  during  the  week,  in  order  to  give  assistance 
to  imntrin  it  16  Re^if-aPP0:ilted  master  and  matron,  whose  proceedings  lead  me 

to  imagine  they  will  become  useful  and  valuable  officers. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — January  SI,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  great  regret  of  the  Commissioners,  at  the  omission  of 
the  collector  of  poor-rate  to  sign  his  name  to  the  notices  served  on  the  rate- 
payers, against  whom  proceedings  had  been  taken  for  non-payment  of  the  poor- 

The  notices  should  have  been  signed  by  the  collector,  otherwise  the  cases  could 
not  be  proceeded  with.  The  particulars  of  the  rate  should  likewise  be  furnished 
always  to  the  immediate  lessors  in  the  first  instance. 

With  reference  to  the  appointment  of  a revisor  of  valuation,  the  Commis- 
sioners will  endeavour  to  obtain  the  services  of  some  competent  individual  in 
Dublin,  and  will  communicate  on  the  subject  with  the  Vice-Guardians  at  an  early 
opportunity. 

As  regards  the  employment  of  the  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the 
Union,  I am  to  state,  that  if  on  a fair  trial  of  tile  system  recommended  by  the 
Commissioners,  the  consequences  result  which  you  anticipate  in  your  report 
the  Commissioners  will  not  object  to  the  Vice-Guardians  returning  to  the  old’ 
system  ; but  the  Commissioners  are  convinced  that  the  plan  which  they  suo-ge-t 
is  founded  on  correct  principles,  and  that  it  should  not  be  lightly  departed 
from.  ° J 1 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  31,  1848. 

. We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
27th  instant  No.  82,  referring  to  our  having  omitted  to  furnish  a weekly  report 
relative  to  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  the  Union  under  our  charge 

We  regret  exceedingly  that  you  should  have  had  to  reproach  us  on  this 
subject,  and  hope  that  the  cause  will  not  occur  in  future. 

The  collection  for  the  week  ending  the  27th  January,  amounts  to  41/  4.y  9i d 
u I • bfen  caused  ^ the  Proceedings  in  the  Petty  Sessions  Combat 
Castlebar  having  been  quashed  by  the  informality  of  the  notices  served  by  the 
collector  on  the  parties  summoned ; and  also,  in  one  of  the  rural  districts,  in 
consequence  of  the  Court  there  having  ruled  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  clerk 
of  the  Union  to  be  present  to  prove  the  signature  of  the  chairman  to  the  warrant 
m the  collector  s book ; and,  in  addition,  no  results  have  as  yet  been  produced 
by  the  proceedings  instituted  by  our  solicitor  in  the  superior  courts  against  some 
of  the  large  defaulting  ratepayers.  We  are,  however,  aware  that  since  the 
books  were  officially  make  up  by  the  collector,  upwards  of  200/.  have  been 
lodged,  which  of  course  will  be  included  in  our  next  week’s  report. 


Reply  to  the  above: — February  4,  1848. 

. 1 AM?°  request  that  you  will  inform  the  Commissioners  whether  the 
magistrates  m the  Petty  Sessions  Court  in  one  of  the  rural  districts  of  the 
Union  to  which  you  advert,  of  themselves  called  for  evidence  of  the  signatures 
Wfrrf  °f  !the  coUector>  or  dld  so  at  the  suggestion  or  desire  of  the 
aeiendant : I am  also  to  request  that  the  Commissioners  may  be  informed 
rpnfrf^!|1ti!naglS1trateS  that  adjudicated  in  both  of  the  cases  mentioned  in  your 
report  had  themselves  paid  the  rates  charged  against  them. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  % 1848. 
lection  oftierati  * CMmot  rePort  an  improvement  in  the  progress  of  the  col- 

The  sum  obtained  during  the  week,  as  shown  by  the  Rate  ^ *'  ^ 

Abstract  Books,  examined  on  Saturday,  (the  books 
not  being  forthcoming  on  Friday,  the  appointed  day,) 

was  only 41  4 2i 

The  total  amount  now  collected  is  ...  If'AO  14  if 

Leaving  uncollected ' 8306  8 9? 

The  temporary  triumph  obtained  by  the  parties  summoned  for  non-payment  of 
rate  (detailed  m my  last  report)  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  cases  on  Monday  week 
last,  m consequence  of  an  informality  in  the  notices,  has  increased  the  difficulties 


Castlebar  Union. 
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Castlebar  Union. 


of  the  collection,  and  I fear  deepened  the  feeling  too  generally  prevailing  of 
“ paying  only  upon  compulsion.”  I regret  also  to  state  that  up  to  Monday  last  the 
collector  had  not  repaired  the  error  which  overthrew  the  proceedings  in  question, 
fresh  notices  not  having  been  served  up  to  that  day. 

These  delays  and  omissions  on  the  part  of  the  collector  are  of  moment,  at  a time 
when  large  sums  are  due  to  contractors  and  others  for  provisions,  and  an  increasing 
amount  of  destitution  to  be  provided  for. 

The  non-preparation  of  the  accounts  in  detail  of  the  immediate  lessors  whose 
cases  were  handed  over  to  the  solicitor  of  the  Union,  having  been  a subject  of 
difficulty  with  that  officer,  the  collector  was  urged  to  use  despatch,  and  on  Saturday 
he  produced  the  greater  part  of  the  accounts,  and  stated  that  he  would  compare 
them  with  the  rate-books  at  once  and  hand,  them  over  to  the  solicitor,  and  that  the 
remainder,  about  eight,  would  be  drawn  up  immediately. 

With  regard  to  the  cases  in  the  hands  of  the  solicitor,  I enclose  a statement 
(marked  A),  showing  the  progress  made,  the  solicitor’s  observations  being  given  in 
each  case,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  306/.  only  has  yet  been  paid  ; that 

In  6 cases  a promise  of  payment  has  been  made ; 

2 cases  proceedings  have  been  commenced ; 

4 cases  writs  have  been  issued  ; 

1 case  about  to  be  sued  ; 

1 case  to  be  sued  ; 

1 case  proceedings  about  to  commence  ; 

7 cases  receivers  on  property  to  be  applied  to,  and  where  no  funds  in  hand, 
application  to  be  made  to  Master  of  the  Rolls  for  order  for  payment ; 

1 case  estate  in  hands  of  trustees  for  benefit  of  creditors  ; 

1 case  insolvent  ; 

3 cases  applied  to,  and  no  answer ; 

7 cases  address  not  known ; 

2 cases  not  applied  to. 

The  detailed  accounts  handed  over  to  the  solicitor  by  the  collector  will  enable 
him  to  bring  matters  in  many  of  the  foregoing  cases  to  an  issue ; and  in  cases 
where  payment  is  not  made  after  receipt  of  the  accounts,  proceedings  will  be 
instituted. 

It  appears  by  another  statement  (marked  B.)  which  I enclose,  that  the  collector 
attended  at  the  Petty  Sessions  at  Ballyvany  on  the  28th  instant,  and  obtained  29 
decrees  against  parties  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Strade  and  Turlough,  who  were 
summoned  for  non-payment  of  the  rate. 

The  collector  has  been  urged  to  put  these  decrees  in  force  without  delay,  and  the 
necessity  of  completing  and  issuing  fresh  notices  in  lieu  of  the  defective  ones  before 
alluded  to,  has  also  been  impressed  upon  him. 

It  is  hoped  that  by  these  means  the  collection  will  be  enforced  ; but  as  passive 
resistance  is  encountered  at  every  step,  time  will  necessarily  be  consumed  in  over- 
coming that  resistance  by  the  legal  processes  suited  to  each  case. 

In  the  meantime,  whilst  these  difficulties  occur  in  the  collection  of  the  rate,  the 
pressure  of  destitution  still  continues. 


The  number  of  applicants  on  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers, 
when  examined  on  the  Board  days  of  Saturday  and  Monday, 

amounted  to 

Of  which  there  were  admitted  to  workhouse  .... 

Placed  on  out-door  relief  lists  ...... 

There  were  also  discharged  from  the  workhouse  to  out-door 

relief  

The  total  number  now  receiving  out-door  relief  is . 


2,113 

13 

1,416 

3 

13,114 


Although  a considerable  number  of  the  able-bodied  receiving  out-door  relief 
have  been  struck  out  of  the  lists  for  idleness  or  non-attendance  at  the  work  depots, 
little  effect  seems  to  have  been  made  in  diminishing  the  amount  of  applications  for 
relief. 

I visited  these  depfits  in  some  of  the  electoral  divisions  during  the  week,  and  at 
one — that  of  Doriamona,  in  the  electoral  division  of  Drum — found  a considerable 
number  of  the  men  absent.  On  questioning  the  overseer,  he  stated  “ they  had 
" completed  their  tasks  hut  on  examining  the  heaps  of  broken  stone,  it  did  not 
appear  that  such  was  the  case ; moreover,  his  written  instructions  stated  that  the 
labourers  must  attend  at  w'ork  at  eight  in  the  morning,  and  remain  until  four  in 
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the  afternoon,  allowing  one  hour  for  meals.  I took  his  book  and  called  the  roll,  Cutbbw  Union. 

when  at  least  50  men  were  found  absent.  I ordered  their  names  to  be  handed  to  

the  relieving  officer,  in  order  that  tlieir  rations  might  be  stopped,  and  brought  the 
case  before  the  Vice-Guardians  on  Saturday,  when  the  overseer  was  dismissed.  It 
is  exceedingly  difficult  to  obtain  overseers  who  will  do  their  duty  honestly  and  fear- 
lessly. This  is  the  second  instance  of  ail  overseer  being  dismissed  for  neglect  of 
duty  and  collusion  with  the  labourers. 

The  following  is  the  Labour  Return  for  the  last  week  : — 


Electoral 

Divisions. 

No. 

Gangs. 

Total 

Days’ 

Work. 

No.  of 
Boxes  of 

Broken. 

No.  of 
Labourers 
Struck  off. 

Observations. 

Addergoole  . 

114 

605* 

4454 

2 

Balia 

68 

340 

272 

Ballintubber. 

117 

437 

211 

2 

Ballyhean  . 

150 

365 

101 

17 

Overseer  cautioned  and  labourers,  that  if  a 

larger  task  was  not  performed  in  future, 

names  should  be  struck  out,  rations 

146 

2 

Castlebar 

77 

318* 

Employed  in  workhouse  grounds,  quarry 

150 

761* 

1,005* 

54 

Islandeady  . 

256 

2044 

8 

Strade  . 

123 

489 

632  i 

18 

Turlough 

57 

227 

212 

35 

988 

4,087* 

3,2S9i 

140 

This  return  only  shows  the  quantity  of  stone  broken ; portions  of  the  men  were  employed  in  quarry- 
ing the  stone  and  preparing  it  for  the  breakers.  The  weather  was  very  unfavourable. 


On  the  examination  of  the  books,  140  labourers  were  struck  off  for  idleness  or 
absence  from  the  work,  by  which  they  and  their  families,  from  700  to  800  indi- 
viduals, lost  their  rations. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  caused  uotices  to  be  circulated,  calling  upon  them  to 
submit  tenders  for  the  supply  of  rye-bread  in  the  electoral  divisions  for  the  able- 
bodied  paupers  receiving  out-door  relief,  and  next  week  I trust  arrangements  will 
have  been  made  for  issuing  daily  rations  of  that  description  of  food  to  the  able- 
bodied  m return  for  the  daily  task  of  work  performed. 

I am  happy  to  state  that  the  drainage  of  the  Saleen  lakes  near  Castlebar,  on  the 
property  of  the  Earl  of  Lucan,  lias  been  commenced,  and  will  afford  employment 
to  a considerable  number  of  men.  His  Lordship  affords  employment  to  upwards  of 
300  men  in  this  Union,  in  addition  to  the  above,  and  I understand  has  also  applied 
for  advances  for  other  works,  under  the  Land  Improvement  Bill. 

There  is  ample  room  in  this  Union  for  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied 
poor  in  productive  and  remunerative  works ; the  area  of  the  Union  contains 
155,524  acres,  and  the  population  amounts  to  61,083  (including  the  town  of 
Castlebar),  thus  giving  upwards  of  2 ^ acres  to  each  individual.  There  are 
extensive  tracts  of  mountain  land  in  various  parts  of  the  Union,  crying  aloud,  if  I 
may  use  the  term,  for  reclamation — abounding  with  limestone  gravel,  and  very 
little  depth  of  bog  on.  the  surface,  in  many  instances  even  now  affording  rough 
pasture ; many  acres  of  rich  bottom  land  are  annually  covered  with  the  winter 
floods,  which  might,  to  a considerable  extent,  be  prevented,  by  deepening  the 
rivers.  Surface  drainage  is  most  defective,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  land  is 
carried  on  in  the  rudest  manner. 

The  inducements,  however,  held  out  by  the  Land  Improvement  and  other  Acts, 
have,  with  very  little  exception,  not  been  taken  advantage  of.  Indeed  there  are 
but  few  proprietors  who  are  in  a position  to  do  so.  Many  of  the  estates  in  the 
Union  are  under  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  many  are  weighed  down  with  debts 
and  difficulties ; other  proprietors  do  not  reside  in  the  Union,  so  that  the  whole 
burden  of  the  destitution  is  thrown  upon  the  poor-rates. 

The  preparation  of  the  land  for  future  crops  is  not  as  satisfactory  as -might  be 
hoped ; the  visit  of  one  of  the  lecturers  from  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society 
would  be  of  much  service  at  the  present  time,  as  the  small  holders  are  much  in 
need  of  advice  and  instruction  in  agricultural  matters. 
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Enclosures. 

(A.) — List  of  Immediate  Lessors. 


Amount. 

£.  5. 

d. 

, 692  4 

2J 

, 169  3 

n 

. 119  13 

10f 

. 106  8 

2A 

. 100  2 

6 

•-  90  1 

8£ 

90  1 

8* 

i 81  14 

11 

a 72  9 

If 

80  9 

l 

63  3 

n 

i 43  6 

2£ 

42  4 

0 

42  3 

If 

39  IS 

3f 

34  11 

0£ 

30  8 

>*  ■ 

28  12 

h : 

i 

27  13 

26  9 

8 

25  3 

4£  - 

24  19 

n : 

24  16 

1 

24  16 

1+ 

24  14 

6 

23  10 

2*  I 

23  17 

9i  1 

21  2 

n ] 

20  S 

24 

18  12 

04  I 

16  17 

44  1 

16  16 

6 J 

26  17 

9 ^ 

15  13 

8 I 

14  14 

3 J 

13  15 

8 1 

12  19 

n J 

10  17 

7 

8 13 

2f  1 

i 67  0 

84  I 

53  14 

5$  1 

46  14 

St  IJ 

39  11 

5 1/ 

33  0111  / 

36  14 

2 I 

36  5 

7 V 

35  7 

ii  c 

34  811}  I 

31  4 

7*  I 

30  18 

6f  V 

Solicitor’s  Observations. 


1.  Earl  of  Lucan  . 

2.  Sir  Robert  L.  Blosse 

3.  Colonel  Charles  L.  Knox  . 

4.  Peter  Bourke,  Esq.  . 

5.  Mervyn  Prait,  Esq. 

6.  Colonel  Thomas  Fitzgerald . 

7.  Sir  Samuel  O'Malley,  Bart. 

8.  Captain  St.  George  CnfFe 

9.  James  Anderson,  Esq.  . 


10.  Andrew  C.  Lynch,  Esq.  . j Clogher  House,  Bally- 

11.  Captain  W.  M.  Fitzmaurice.  1 Logatuma,  Balia 


Latham  House,  Chertsey, 
England. 

Athavalla,  Balia 

Lackan,  Killala 
Ballinen,  Castlebar  . 


setshire. 

Kilboyne,  Castlebar 


12.  (Conyngham  Jones,  Esq.), 

now  Henry  Shaw  Jones, 
Esq. 

13.  Lord  Avonmore  . 

14.  Colonel  John  Brown 

15.  John  Cheevers,  Esq. 

16.  James  Hardman,  Esq. 

17.  Francis  C.  M'Donald 


18.  Ormsby  Elwood,  Esq. 

19.  Major  Owen  O’Malley 

20.  George  M.  Sheridan 

21.  John  Bodkin,  Esq.  . 

22.  Charles  Goodwin,  Esq. 

23.  Isadore  P.  Blake,  Esq. 

24.  Francis  Palmer,  Esq. 

25.  Malachy  Thuoy,  Esq. 

26.  Ormsby  (minors) 

27.  John  Finn,  Esq. 

2S.  George  Blake,  Esq. 

29.  Lord  Clanmorris. 

51.  Walter  Joice,  Esq.  . 

30.  Rev.  John  Leech 

31.  Walter  Bourke,  Esq. 

32.  John  H.  Peyton. 

33.  Lady  Norbury  . 


Dominick  Brown  Esq. 
Earl  of  Erne. 

John  Knox,  Esq. 

Francis  B.  Knox,  Esq. 
Anthony  T.  French  . 
Joseph  Miles  M 'Donald, 
Lord  Kilmain 
William  Kearney,  Esq. 
John  Walsh,  Esq.  . 
Charles  M.  Coyne,  Esq. 
George  H.  Moore,  Esq. 
Charles  A.  O'Maley,  Esq. 
Joseph  D.  Bourke,  Esq. 
Captain  John  Knox  . 


48.  St.  Clair  O’Malley,  Esq. 

49.  Thomas  Irwin,  Esq. 

50.  Michael  Rowland,  Esq. 


Stephen’s  Green,  Dublin 

Portumna  . 

| Breafy  . . 


Galway  .... 
Toomore,  Ballyrany 


Lmighmask,  Cong  . 
Castlebar 


Esq. 


Qnarrymount,  Tnam 
Swineford  . 
Ballylahan  . 

Kiltyhabane 
Ballymagibbon,  Cong 

Castlelncas  . 

Currawn,  Ballyvany 
County  Leitrim 


Brown  Hall 
Croom  Castle,  Lisnaskea 
Castlerea  .... 
Rutland-square,  Dublin 
Ballyhean  .... 


Ballinvilla  . 

Castlehill,  Crossmolina. 
Westland-row,  Dublin  . 
Moore  Hall .... 

Westport  .... 
Greenwood  Park,  Cross- 
molina. 


Mucknagh,  Castlebar 


Dated  at  Castlebar,  the  29th  day  of  January,  1848. 


Proceedings  about  to  be  immediately  com- 
menced. 

Paid  100/.  to  collector.  A pressing  letter 
written  for  the  balance. 

Proceedings  have  commenced. 

I have  not  got  his  account. 

Paid  20/.  to  collector.  Written  to  for 
balance. 

Receiver  over  this  estate.  An  application 
tu  Master  of  the  Rolls  for  an  order  for 
payment  about  to  he  made. 

Applied  to  for  payment.  No  answer.  Writ 
to  issue  for  service. 

Proceedings  have  commenced. 

In  the  Marshalsea.  A receiver  on  his  pro- 
perty ; but  no  funds  in  hands.  An  appli- 
. cation  to  be  made  to  Master  of  the  Rolls. 
Paid  50/.  to  .collector.  Pressing  letter  for 
the  balance,  and  a writ  already  issued. 
Two  receivers  on  this  property.  An  ap- 
plication to  Master  of  the  Rolls  next  term 
for  order  for  payment. 

Account  furnished  to  Mr.  Walker,  Mr. 
Jones’s  solicitor,  who  wrote  to  say  pay- 
ment would  be  made. 

Not  yet  applied  to. 

Receiver  on  this  property.  Proceedings  as 
in  No.  6. 

I don’t  know  this  gentleman’s  address. 

Not  yet  applied  to. 

Applied  to.  No  answer.  This  property 
vested  in  a trustee  for  benefit  of  Mr. 
M’Donald’s  creditors. 


Circumstances  msolvent. 


His  address  not  known. 


gentleman  is  to 


rate  claimed  made  to  collector.  I hav 
written  to  the  agent  again  on  the  subject , 


liable  iu  this  instance. 
Dead.  21/.  paid  collect 
his  representatives. 


(Signature  of  Solicitor) 

M.  L.  O’Donel. 
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(B.) 

Proceedings  by  the  Collectors  of  Pooh  Bates  at  Ballyvany  Petty  Session! 
J anuary  28th,  ] 848 
Electoral  Division  of  Turlough, 

13  summoned  and  entered. 

2 paid. 

11  decreed. 


Electoral  Division  of  Strade, 

18  persons  decreed. 

January  29,  1848.  Mallet. 


Castlebar  Union. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  4,  1 848. 

There  appears  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  collector  of  poor  rate  is 
wanting  in  zeal.  The  omission  to  sign  his  notices,  and  his  permitting  a week  to 
elapse  without  serving  fresh  notices,  also  his  delay  in  supplying  information  neces- 
sary tor  the  solicitors  proceedings  against  immediate  lessors,  manifest  a verv 
serious  want  of  exertion.  3 

The  Commissioners  request  that  the  collector  may  be  urged  on  decisively  to  a 
more  energetic  discharge  of  his  duties. 

As  it  is  observed  that  in  several  cases,  the  present  residence  of  the  immediate 
lessors  cannot  be  ascertained,  and  that  in  others  the  estates  are  in  charge  of 
receivers  who  plead  want  of  funds,  the  Commissioners  recommend  that  in  all  “such 
cases  notice  should  be  served  on  the  occupiers,  under  the  3rd  section  of  the  Act 
o and  7 Vic.,  c.  92,  at  the  proper  time,  as  auxiliary  means  of  recovering  the  rate 
. reoards  Ae  number  of  labourers  who  were  absent  from  work,  when  vou 
visited  the  depot  m the  Donamona  electoral  division,  the  Commissioners  recom- 
mend that  the  provisions  of  the  100th  section  should  be  enforced  against  the  over- 
seer, in  which  case  the  form  of  complaint  43,  on  page  489  of  Compendium  of 
.Poor  Law  Acts,  may  be  adapted  to  the  circumstances. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  3,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  your  inspection,  a bundle  of  docu- 
meute  purporting  to  be  certificates  of  surrender  granted  by  the  bailiff  of  Sir  Samuel 
O'Malley  to  some  of  his  tenants  on  Clare  Island.  We  have  good  reason  to 
believe  through  the  evidence  of  our  relieving  officer,  that  though  the  person  who 
signs  the  papers  is  the  acknowledged  bailiff  of  the  estate,  he  has  no  power  or 
authority  for  taking  surrenders,  and  that  the  proceeding  is  entirely  one  of  deception 
and  fraud,  to  enable  the  parties  to  receive  the  out-door  relief;  that  no  transfer 
whatever  has  taken  place,  and  the  parties  mentioned  in  the  papers  are,  and  were  at 
the  moment,  living  in  their  houses,  in  possession  and  occupation  of  their  land : 
but  the  relieving  officer  says— and  we  consider  him  deserving  of  our  confidence— 
that  should  we  refuse  assistance  to  those  people  they  must  die  of  starvation ; and 
the  question  immediately  arises,  as  we  must  commit  one  of  two  evils,  is  it  not  best 
to  err  on  the  side  of  humanity.  We  have  therefore  directed  the  relieving  officer 
t0  \AVe  People  provisional  relief  until  further  orders. 

We  beg  to  remark  that  those  poor  people  are  far  removed  from  the  rest  of  the 
community ; shut  up  in  their  wild  and  desolate  island,  they  have  no  opportunity 
ot  wandering  off  to  other  localities  in  search  of  food  or  shelter.  There  is  no  room 
in  the  workhouse  to  receive  them  ; there  they  are,  and  there  they  must  remain  ; 
and  if  we  deny  them  food,  they  perish : still  it  is  to  be  feared  that  a huge  precedent 
like  this  will  open  the  door  in  other  places  for  fearful  fraud.  The  chairman  has 
written  to  Sir  S.  O Malley  to  inquire  if  the  bailiff  has  any  authority  from  him  to 
accept  surrenders,  and  if  those  certified  for  are  bond  fide  transactions. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — February  5,  1848. 

• • ^4.vM  ^recte^  to  slate>  ^at  as  far  as  the  Commissioners  are  able  to  form  an 

opinion,  the  documents  accompanying  your  communication  (which  are  returned 

3M 
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herewith)  seem  to  render  it  primd  facie  probable  that  the  individuals  to  whom 
they  refer  have  ceased  to  occupy  the  land  to  which  the  documents  respectively 
refer. 

The  Commissioners  desire  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  according  to  their  view 
of  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  it  is  merely  the  occupation 
or  non-occupation  of  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  which  is  made  a criterion  of 
destitution,  provided  that  an  applicant  for  relief  may  otherwise  he  deemed  entitled 
to  it. 

Hence  the  Guardians,  as  far  as  that  clause  is  concerned,  are  warranted  in 
relieving  anybody  who  is  not  in  such  occupation;  and  they  are  not  bound  to 
investigate  title  at  all,  or  to  ascertain  whether  the  tenant’s  interest  has  been  legally 
determined  by  surrender  or  otherwise. 
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Galway  Union. 


GALWAY  UNION. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  18,  1847. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  there 
were  1202  paupers  in  the  house,  149  applicants,  but  50  only  could  be  admitted ; 
consequently  99  persons  in  a state  of  destitution  were  left  unprovided  for  at 
the  gates,  which,  of  itself,  at  once  shows  the  distressed  state  of  the  Union 
generally. 

The  surgeon  reported  that  13  additional  cases  of  fever  had  appeared  during 
the  week,  which  he  attributed  to  the  imprudent  removal  of  blankets  that  had 
been  used  in  the  fever  hospital,  to  the  body  of  the  house,  without  being  pre- 
viously washed,  thus  communicating  the  disease  to  those  who  unfortunately 
used  them ; and  he  forbade  the  admission  of  more  than  1250  paupers  until 
Straw  Lodge  was  prepared  to  receive  the  hospital  patients,  of  which  there 
were  103  in  the  house. 

The  Guardians  are  proceeding  with  the  purchase  of  materials  for  sheeting, 
and  clothing  for  the  boys  and  female  paupers.  The  usual  notice  of  a rate 
having  been  struck,  has  been  posted.  The  warrants  were  not  ready  for  signature 
yesterday;  but  on  Wednesday  next  they  will  be  ready  to  proceed  with  the 
collection. 


Reply  to  the  above: — November  19,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being  informed  of  the  proceedings 
which  have  taken  place  at  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  on  the  1 7th  instant, 
with  respect  to  the  appointment  of  relieving  officers. 

The  Guardians  would  have  been  enabled  to  make  room  in  the  workhouse 
for  relief  of  the  able-bodied,  and  for  testing  the  destitution  of  applicants  for 
relief,  if  they  had  made  arrangements  to  relieve  the  classes  specified  in  the 
1st  section  of  the  Extension  Act,  out  of  the  workhouse ; and  the  Commissioners 
request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  press  this  point  upon  the  conside- 
ration of  the  Guardians. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  22, 1847. 

In  obedience  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  received  yesterday,  I 
acquaint  you  that  the  appointment  of  relieving  officers  was  not  touched  upon  at 
the  meeting  of  guardians  on  the  17th  instant,  in  consequence  of  the  Commis- 
sioners’ letter  of  the  16th  instant  not  reaching  me  till  the  18th  instant.  It 
cannot  therefore,  now  be  acted  upon  until  Wednesday  next. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners: — November  21,  1847. 

Having  received  the  enclosed  copy  of  a resolution  passed  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Killanin  Fever  Committee,  from  Andrew  W.  Blake,  Esq.,  J.P., 
and  D.L.,  relative  to  the  prevalent  distress  on  the  sea  coast  of  that  extensive 
division,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  lay  the  same  before  you,  observing  that  general 
distress  is  daily  increasing  throughout  this  Union. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Hutchinson,  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Health  (Temporary  t’ever  Hospital  Committee), 
to  Captain  Hellard  : — November  18,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  the  K illanin  Board  of  Health,  to  forward  to  you  for  your 
consideration  and  assistance,  the  following  resolution  passed  by  them  this  day  : — Resolved  that 
we  behold  with  the  utmost  sorrow  and  dismay,  the  fearful  return  of  famine  and  disease  to  this 
destitute  district,  visiting  in  their  destructive  career,  not  only  their  former  surviving  victims, 
but  hundreds  besides,  who  had  hitherto  escaped  their  dreadful  influence. 

“ No  language  can  express,  and  the  mind  can  scarce  conceive,  the  awful  privations  which  more 
than  half  our  population  are  now  calmly  and  patiently  enduring ; one  well-known  but  melancholy 
fact  will  sufficiently  describe  their  sad  condition ; that  is,  that  we  are  fully  assured,  that  many 
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families  are  at  this  moment  endeavouring  to  prolong  a miserable  existence,  on  one  meal  a-day 
of  turnips  alone,  plundered  sometimes  at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  from  the  gardens  of  their  more 
fortunate  neighbours.  Human  life  cannot  be  long  sustained  by  such  precarious  and  deplorable 
subsistence.  The  law  of  the  land  will  step  forth  to  suppress  the  law  of  nature,  and  in  the 
awful  antagonism,  both  life  and  property  must  be  placed  in  imminent  danger.  To  meet  so 
dire  a calamity  and  pressure,  by  all  the  means  in  our  power,  and  to  preserve  the  lives  of  our 
truly  patient,  peaceful,  and  heavily  afflicted  fellow  creatures,  we  hereby  pledge  ourselves  to 
contribute  as  far  as  our  circumstances  will  permit,  to  the  timely  relief  of  the  starving  poor  of 
our  district,  with  the  hope  and  confidence  that  the  Government  will  promptly  and  mercifully 
aid  our  zealous  but  feeble  efforts. 

“ We  therefore  propose,  this  day,  to  pay  to  our  very  zealous,  most  benevolent  and  efficient 
chairman,  Andrew  W.  Blake,  Esq.,  our  individual  subscriptions,  and  request  our  secretary 
to  forward  a copy  of  this  our  resolution,  to  all  persons  connected  by  property,  or  otherwise, 
with  this  district,  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  their  charitable  assistance,  and  likewise  to  Captain 
Hellard,  R.N.,  the  inspecting  officer  of  this  Union,  with  a view  of  his  obtaining  some  aid  from 
the  Government,  or  from  any  other  source  under  his  direction  and  control. 

“A.  W.  Blake,  Esq.,  Chainnan. 
Rev.  James  Macready. 

Rev.  Francis  Kennelly,  P.P 
Rev.  John  M'Cullogh,  P.P.” 


Reply  to  the  above: — November  23,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  you  to  communicate  with  Count 
Strzelecki,  after  inquiry  into  the  actual  circumstances  of  the  poor  in  the 
district  referred  to. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  1,  1847. 

Referring  to  the  letter  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  I acquaint  you  that  after 
making  inquiry,  as  therein  directed,  I yesterday  made  my  report  to  Count 
Strzelecki,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the 
Commissioners. 


Enclosure. 

Captain  Hellard  to  Count  Strzelecki  : — November  30,  1847. 

Having  been  directed  by  letter  of  the  23rd  instant,  to  report  upon  the  accompanying 
resolution  of  the  Killanur  Board  of  Health,  I acquaint  you,  that  upon  inquiry  along  that 
line  of  coast,  more  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Spiddal,  I found  a great  deal  of 
distress,  there  being,  I may  say,  little  or  no  work  for  the  peasantry  in  that  locality,  con- 
sequently poverty  must  exist.  On  the  estate  of  Tully,  nine  miles  west  of  Spiddal,  I was 
informed  by  James  Blake,  Esq.,  J.  P.,  that  he  had  employment  for  the  tenantry,  at  which 
they  could  earn  from  8 d.  to  9 d.  per  day,  but.  that  they  positively  refused  to  work,  “ stating  that 
they  were  waiting  for  the  public  roads  to  be  commenced,”  which  was  fully  corroborated  by 
Patrick  M'Nalty,  steward  on  the  estate,  who  also  stated  that  the  men  were  theii  idle  at  home, 
and  would  not  hear  of  coming  to  work,  although  frequently  requested  by  him  to  do  so ; there- 
fore should  any  assistance  be  at  this  moment  rendered  the  people  at  Spiddal,  except  at  their 
schools,  which  will  very  much  relieve  them,  I fear  it  would  act  as  an  inducement  to  keep  the 
idlers  before  alluded  to  from  profitable  occupation,  and  encourage  them  to  go  on  refusing  em- 
ployment from  their  landlord.  I,  however,  took  the  opportunity  of  assuring  the  steward  that 
Public  Works  would  not  be  again  resumed,  and  desired  he  would  make  that  assertion  as  public 
as  he  could. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  25,  1847. 

There  were  in  the  Union  workhouse  yesterday  1 190  paupers ; 60  were 
admitted,  and  140  unfortunate  destitute  persons  left  at  the  gates  unprovided 
for ; thus  again  proving,  in  an  increased  ratio,  the  absolute  necessity  of  additional 
accommodation. 

The  Guardians  in  future  will  meet  at  1 1 o’clock,  in  order  that  the  two 
first  hours  be  entirely  set  apart  for  the  examination  and  admission  of  paupers. 

The  payment  of  the  cheque,  signed  some  time  since  in  favour  of  Mr.  Manghan 
for  1100Z.,  has  been  stopped. 

A Committee  has  been  directed  to  immediately  inspect  premises  for  addi- 
tional accommodation  at  Dangan ; and  a special  meeting  of  the  Guardians  will 
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take  place  on  Saturday  next  to  hear  their  report,  decide  upon  the  appointment 
of  relieving  officers,  and  consider  a resolution  brought  forward  by  Lord  Walls- 
court,  and  seconded  by  Nicholas  Lynch,  Esq.,  for  the  appointment  of  paid 
Guardians  to  conduct  the  duties  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Reed  was  appointed  an  assistant  clerk,  at  a salary  of  40Z.  per 
annum. 

Contracts  for  the  supply  of  provisions  and  medicine,  from  the  25th  instant  to 
the  25th  March,  were  entered  into. 

Warrants  for  collecting  the  rate  were  signed,  and  the  collectors  directed  to 
proceed  forthwith  in  the  execution  of  their  important  duty. 

In  making  this  report  I regret  to  state,  that  fever  is  on  the  increase,  and  will, 
I fear,  progress,  unless  the  Guardians  exert  themselves  to  carry  out  the  Poor 
Law,  generally.  I have  at  every  meeting  reminded  them  of  the  state  of  the 
house,  and  the  necessity  of  thinning  it  of  the  aged,  widows,  and  children,  as 
the  press  for  admission  is  daily  increasing ; and  I hope,  from  the  steps  taken 
yesterday,  that  they  now  see  the  propriety  of  using  all  their  energy  to  meet  the 
pressing  distress  of  this  locality. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  27,  1847. 

An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  took  place  this  day, 
when  the  Committee  appointed  to  inspect  premises  at  Dangan  and  other  places 
reported,  that  they  considered  a store  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Gunning,  on 
Wood  Quay,  afforded  the  best  accommodation  they  could  find  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, for  either  the  boys  or  girls ; which  was  accordingly  hired  for  one 
year,  at  a rent  of  60/. 

It  was  also  ordered,  that  contracts  should  be  entered  into  for  the  supply  of 
bedding  by  public  advertisement. 

The  question  of  appointing  relieving  officers,  as  well  as  Lord  Wallscourt’s 
motion,  will  be  considered  on  Wednesday. 

Since  the  meeting  of  Guardians  I have  visited  the  store  taken  by  the  Board 
of  Guardians  yesterday,  and  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  fit  for  the  purposes 
required.  It  appears  to  have  been  an  old  malt-house,  with  three  floors,  about 
seven  feet  in  height,  with  mortar  floors ; no  chimneys,  or  other  conveniences 
out  of  doors,  either  for  cooking  or  exercise.  Consequently,  I would  request 
the  Commissioners’  instructions  upon  this  head  before  the  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day next. 


Reply  to  the  above: — November  30,  1847. 

The  building  which  has  been  taken  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 
Galway  Union  for  an  additional  workhouse  being,  as  you  describe  it,  unfit  for 
use  as  a workhouse,  the  Commissioners  do  not  feel  warranted  in  sanctioning 
the  occupation  of  it  by  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request,  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  point  out  to 
the  Guardians  the  circumstances  which  render  the  building  unfit  for  the  pur- 
pose to  which  they  propose  to  apply  it ; and,  possibly,  you  may  be  prepared  to 
point  out  a suitable  place  which  can  be  obtained. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  4,  1847. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  relative  to  additional 
workhouse  accommodation,  I acquaint  you  that  the  house  and  land  at  Dangan 
belonging  to  Mr.  John  Redington,  is  the  only  place  I can  recommend  to  the 
notice  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  as  fit  and  proper  for  the  accommodation 
required,  and  although  I am  of  opinion  that  to  meet  the  present  press  of  desti- 
tution this  step  is  actually  necessary,  still  I wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood, 
that  it  is  not  only  the  situation  and  premises  which  I recommend,  but  that  the 
produce  of  the  16  acres  of  land  will  in  itself  be  equal  to  the  rent,  if  only  used 
as  a dairy-farm  for  the  whole  establishment,  the  labour  on  which,  as  a matter 
of  course,  being  performed  by  the  boys  under  proper  superintendence,  and  thus 
reduce  the  present  very  high  yearly  expense  of  milk  and  buttermilk ; in  fact, 
by  the  occupation  of  premises  of  this  description,  the  establishment  would 
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Galway  Union,  become  altogether  an  industrial  agricultural  school,  instead  of  a workhouse 
retreat  for  idleness,  which  when  once  embarked  in  by  youth  is  seldom,  or  never, 
shaken  off,  consequently  should  the  Commissioners  think  fit  to  entertain  my 
recommendation,  they  would  thereby  be  adding  a fair  and  profitable  test  to  the 
youthful  paupers  in  general,  and  thus  tend  to  reduce  the  present  rates  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Redington’s  offer  for  letting  the  property  in  question  is  enclosed,  for 
which  he  is  now  receiving  145/.  per  annum  for  a very  long  lease,  observing 
that  a plan  of  the  premises  can  be  seen  at  the  commanding  engineer’s  office, 
Dublin. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  John  Redington  to  Captain  Hellard  : — December  3,  1847. 

Some  weeks  ago  Major  Geoghegan,  my  present  tenant  at  Dangan  House,  who  holds 
that  house  and  16  acres  (late  Irish  plantation  measure)  from  me  under  a lease,  wrote  to  me, 
requesting  of  me  to  take  up  the  lands  and  premises,  as  he  was  desirous  of  leaving  this  part  of 
the  country,  and  being  from  home  at  the  time,  and  he  having  gone  to  Dublin  before  I returned, 
I did  not  reply  to  him ; however,  I have  no  doubt  he  is  still  disposed  to  give  me  possession. 

And,  as  yourself  and,  I believe,  most  of  the  Guardians  think  it  the  most  suitable  place  in  this 
vicinity,  and  so  convenient  to  the  present  workhouse  for  an  addition  to  that  establishment,  1 have 
no  objection  to  enter  into  treaty  with  the  Government  either  for  sale  or  lease  of  those  premises. 
The  Ursuline  nuns  paid  me  for  the  lands  and  a dwelling-house  150/.  a-year;  they  expended 
over  2500/.  in  the  erection  of  substantial  additional  buildings,  all  of  which  are  available  and 
most  suitable  for  the  purposes  you  require ; and  conceiving,  very  just  ly,  that  the  villas  erected  on 
the  other  parts  of  my  property  adjoining  the  premises  in  question  will  be  much  deteriorated  in 
value,  I think  that.  200/.  a-year  a moderate  rent  for  the  same,  provided  the  Government  take  a 
lease  of  not  less  than  21  years. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  8,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  are  only  empowered  by  law,  to  take  for  the  work- 
house  purposes  of  any  Union,  12  statute  acres,  under  the  Act  1 and  2 Viet, 
c.  56,  and  three  acres  under  the  10  Viet.,  c.  31,  keeping  which  in  view,  they 
request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  commuincate  Mr.  John  Redington’s 
proposal  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
Board’s  opinion  on  the  proposal,  modified  according  to  the  extent  of  additional 
ground  which  may  he  held  if  the  premises  were  to  be  taken  for  a term  of  years. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  -.—December  9,  1847. 

Yesterday  there  were  12 IS  paupers  in  the  house  and  310  applicants, 
of  whom  32  only  could  be  admitted,  leaving  278  destitute  persons  unprovided 
for,  being  a decrease,  compared  with  last  week,  of  32 ; and  bad  the  late  gales 
not  prevented,  I am  of  opinion  the  accommodation  at  Shaw  Lodge  would  have 
enabled  the  Guardians  to  have  taken  the  whole  of  the  applicants  into  the  house. 
The  contractor  is,  however,  now  at  work ; and  should  the  weather  not  interfere, 
I see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  he  complete  by  the  next  day  of  meeting. 

The  Guardians,  after  some  discussion,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  relieving 
officers,  appointing  one  to  each  district,  at  salaries  from  30/.  to  35/.  per  annum; 
hut  looking  at  the.  duties  required  in  the  extensive  electoral  divisions  of 
Oughterard,  Killannin,  and  the  county  of  the  town  of  Galway,  they  resolved 
to.  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  the  necessity 
ol  two  being  appointed  to  each  of  those  districts,  in  which  I fully  concur,  as  it 
is  quite  impossible  for  any  one  man  to  properly  watch  over  the  interests  of  the 
Union  in  those  localities. 

It  appears  by  the  reports  from  every  quarter,  as  well  as  my  own  observations, 
that  distress  is  very  much  increasing,  particularly  on  the  sea-side  portion  of  the 
Union.  The  Rev.  Patrick  Horcon,  P.P.  of  Gormuna,  reported  the  extreme 
distress  of  his  district.  Dr.  Lambert  also  made  a similar  report  from  Oranmore. 
I must,  however,  admit  these  to  be  the  only  two  extreme  cases  which  I have 
heard  of,  and  upon  which  I will  make  further  inquiry ; for  although  the  picture 
may  be  somewhat  overdrawn,  still  at  both  those  points  I am  quite  satisfied 
there  is  great  distress,  consequent  upon  the  non-residence  of  the  landed  pro- 
prietors, and  the  want  of  capital  to  pay  for  labour  as  it  is  performed. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Hellard  : — 'December  16,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a 
communication  which  they  have  received  from  the  Under-Secretary’s  office 
relating  to  the  decease  of  a poor  man,  named  A.  Carty,  who  is  stated  by  the 
jury  on  the  inquest  held  on  his  body  to  have  died  from  want  and  exposure  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  make  such  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  as  may  enable  you  to  report 
to  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  especially  whether  the 
deceased  made  any  application  for  relief  either  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to 
the  workhouse  master,  or  to  any  of  the  relieving  officers  of  the  Galway  Union. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  19,  1847. 

As  directed  by  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  I have  made  every  inquiry 
mto  the  circumstances  attending  the  death  of  the  late  A.  Carty,  upon  which  it 
appears  that  no  application  was  made  by  him  for  relief,  either  at  the  Union 
workhouse,  of  the  master,  or  relieving  officer,  but  that  he  was  taken  before  the 
resident  magistrate  at  Galway,  on  the  6th  instant,  charged  with  havin°- 
attempted  to  break  windows ; but  the  offence  not  having  been  committed,  he 
was  discharged  from  custody,  and  afterwards  found  dead  on  the  9th  instant. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  16,  1847. 

At  the  meeting  of  Guardians  yesterday  there  were  1263  paupers  in  the 
house,  out  of  which  160  were  in  hospital,  60  of  whom  were  in  fever;  209  appli- 
cants for  admission ; but  none  could  be  received. 

The  Guardians  passed  several  resolutions,  which  appear  upon  the  minutes ; but 
they  were  unanimous  in  opposing  all  my  efforts  to  effect  the  out-door  relief  for  the 
aged  and  widows,  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Extension  Act.  They,  however, 
appointed  a Committee  to  examine  and  revise  the  inmates  of  the  house,  and 
ordered  70  additional  beds  for  fever  accommodation  in  Killannin, 

The  distress  throughout  the  Union  is,  beyond  a doubt,  increasing  to  a fearful 
extent,  as  will  appear  by  the  state  of  the  streets,  and  the  number  of  applicants  at 
the  gates,  of  the  Union  workhouse,  as  well  as  the  fact  of  11  boats,  and  several  cars, 
loaded  with  destitute  persons,  having  within  the  last  week  arrived  at  Galway  from 
the  west  side  of  the  Union,  chiefly  (as  I am  informed)  from  the  property  of  C. 
St.  George,  Esq.,  M.P.;  and  unless  the  Guardians  do  immediately  adopt  the 
course  so  frequently  pointed  out  to  them  by  direction  of  the  Commissioners,  it 
will  be  impossible  to  meet  the  press  of  destitution  that  must]  consequently 
result.  I have  however  used  every  argument  to  induce  them  to  carry  out  the  1st 
section  of  the  Extension  Act,  by  clearly  showing  that  it  is  much  more  economical 
to  pension  off  the  aged  and  widows ; but,  with  all  this  reduced  to  figures,  they  are 
still  determined  to  oppose  it.  I am,  however,  of  opinion  that,  upon  going  through 
the  revision  of  the  house  (which  is  in  a deplorable  state)  as  I have  recommended, 
they  will  soon  see  the  actual  necessity  of  complying  with  the  law  in  all  its  parts. 


Reply  to  the  above - December  20,  1847. 

I am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  report  of  the  16th 
instant,  relating  to  the  Galway  Union ; and  with  reference  to  the  refusal  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  I am  to  state  that  if  the  Guardians,  on  revising 
the  list  of  paupers  in  the  workhouse,  still  refrain  from  acting  on  the  Commis- 
sioners’ instructions,  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  dissolve  the  Board  of 
Guardians. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  19,  1847. 

With  reference  to  a former  report,  I beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  the 
resident  magistrate  yesterday  committed  92  persons  to  gaol  for  a month  each 
for  begging,  the  majority  of  whom  are  from  Connemara,  and  in  the  greatest 
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Galway  Union,  possible  distress,  it  appearing  that  these  unfortunate  people  committed  the 
offence  in  order  to  be  sent  to  prison,  after  being  refused  admittance  to  the 
Union  workhouse  for  want  of  room.  This  of  itself  should  induce  the  Guardians 
(if  anything  will)  to  immediately  carry  into  effect  the  1st  section  of  the  Ex- 
tension Act,  and  thus  make  room  for  the  able-bodied  within  the  walls  of  the 
workhouse. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  23,  1847- 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  Guardians  yesterday,  the  house  contained 
1220  paupers  ; 33  were  admitted  out  of  106  applicants  upon  the  books,  setting 
aside  40  or  50  others  at  the  gates.  Serious  complaints  were  made  by  the 
medical  officer  and  chaplain,  as  to  the  dirty  state  of  the  paupers. 

The  Guardians  as  usual  talked  away  the  entire  day,  leaving  the  house  in  the 
same  state  as  last  week.  Several  resolutions  were  passed  as  per  minutes,  and 
the  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  house  admitted  by  Messrs.  Bodkin,  Blakeney, 
and  others. 

In  accordance  with  the  minute  of  the  15th  inst.,  appointing  a Revising 
Committee,  I attended  on  Friday  and  Tuesday  at  the  time  named,  but  the 
Committee,  for  reasons  unknown  to  me,  did  not  meet,  to  which  I called  the 
Guardians’  attention,  and  again  pointed  out  to  them  the  deplorable  state  of  the 
inmates ; in  fact,  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that  unless  the  affairs  are  at 
once  undertaken  by  the  Commissioners,  the  Union  will  be  placed  in  such  a 
position  as  to  almost  paralyze  their  best  exertions  to  recover  it;  the  conflicting 
opinions  of  Guardians,  as  well  as  their  want  of  attention,  completely  upsetting 
that  routine  of  business  which  is  so  absolutely  necessary  in  conducting  even 
minor  establishments,  much  less  one  of  this  importance  to  so  large  a portion 
of  society.  Lord  Wallscourt  has  again  brought  forward  his  motion  for  paid 
Guardians  to  be  considered  on  the  5th  proximo.  No  steps  were  taken  for 
either  revising  the  house,  or  providing  for  the  aged  and  widows  out  of  it ; so 
that  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners  are  in  truth,  thus  set  at  defiance  by  a 
body  of  Guardians,  who  appear  to  me  determined  not  to  carry  out  the  law. 

Enclosure. 

Copy  of  Resolutions.  December  22,  1847. 

Resolved, — That  proposals  be  advertised  for  in  the  Galway  newspapers,  and  by  handbills, 
for  an  additional  relieving  officer  in  each  of  the  following  electoral  divisions  : — 

Galway  ....  1 

Oughterard  ....  1 

Kiflanin  ....  1 

The  Poor  Law  Inspector,  Captain  Hellard,  reported  that  he  had  attended  on  Friday  at  the 
workhouse,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  the  15th  instant,  to  revise  the  house 
paupers,  but  that  only  one  of  the  Guardians,  Mr.  John  Harrison,  had  attended;  and  that  he 
had  again  attended  on  Tuesday  for  the  same  purpose,  and  but  one  Guardian,  Mr.  William 
Clancy,  had  attended,  in  consequence  of  which  the  house  lists  could  not  be  revised. 

The  following  notice  of  motion  was  handed  in  by  Lord  Wallscourt : — 

Sir, — Take  notice  that,  at  the  request  of  several  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians,  who  declared 
their  regret  to  me  that  they  had  not  notice  of  my  motion  on  Wednesday  the  1st  of  this  month, 
the  substance  of  which  motion  they  entirely  agreed  to,  I shall  feel  bound  to  move  on  Wednes- 
day the  5th  day  of  January  next — That  we  withdraw  ourselves  from  the  duties  of  this  Board, 
and  call  on  the  Commissioners  to  appoint  paid  Guardians. 

Wallscourt. 

Ordered, — That  advertisements  be  published  in  the  Galway  newspapers  for  tenders  for 
oatmeal,  Indian  meal,  buttermilk,  turf,  and  coals,  to  be  paid  weekly. 

The  following  resolution  was  handed  in  from  the  Fever  Hospital  as  follows : — 

That  a suggestion  be  made  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  that  it  would  be  advisable  that  the 
several  Fever  Boards  in  the  Union,  should  be  supplied  with  the  several  matters  required  by 
them  under  the  contracts  entered  into  for  the  workhouse. 

Resolved, — That  wa  approve  of  same. 

Proposed  by  John  Blakeney,  Esq.,  seconded  by  Nicholas  Killian,  and  unanimously 

Resolved, — That  we  refer  the  apothecaries  appointed  under  the  Fever  Act  to  the  Relief 
Commissioners  for  payment  of  the  sums  now  due  to  them  for  their  attendance  and  medical 
services  rendered  to  patients  in  the  hospitals  established  under  said  Act. 

The  following  estimate  of  sums  required  by  the  undernamed  fever  hospitals  within  the 
Union,  was  presented : — 
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From  1st  to  28th  October,  Galway  Fever  Board  . . . 141  13  8 

To  11th  December,  Spiddal  do.  ...  44  6 7 

For  Spiddal  do.  estimated  expense  to  23rd  December  . . 31  5 6 


£217  5 9 
L.  Machlachlan. 

S.  Hellard,  Captain  Royal  Navy. 

The  Board  declined  to  pay  the  above,  until  they  were  first  enabled  to  pay  persons  who  had 
sold  goods  and  provisions,  and  whose  accounts  were  due  and  audited  up  to  the  25th  of  March 
last. 

Resolved,— That  Mr.  Nicholas  Lynch’s  motion,  relative  to  assistants  being  paid  out  of  the 
increase  of  salary  granted  to  the  different  officers,  be  postponed  to  this  day  fortnight. 

Read  a letter  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  the  Poor  Law  Inspector,  Captain  Hel- 
lard, stating  that  if  the  Guardians,  on  revising  the  lists  of  paupers  in  the  workhouse  still 
refrain  from  acting  on  the  Commissioners’  instructions,  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  dis- 
solve the  Board  of  Guardians.  r 

The  medical  attendant  reported  13  deaths  within  the  week. 

The  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  reported  that  on  the  evening  before,  the  21st  instant,  he  could 
scarcely  administer  the  sacrament  to  a male  pauper  for  want  of  being  shaved  or  cleansed  He 
further  complained  that  on  Sunday  last  while  celebrating  Divine  Service,  some  of  the  bovs 
were  employed  in  cleaning  the  windows  of  the  house.  J 

The  medical  attendant  also  reported  the  filthy  state  of  the  house,  and  that  fever  was  greatly 
on  the  increase,  which  he  principally  attributed  to  the  paupers  being  admitted  into  the  house 
without  being  cleansed  or  washed. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians —Dissolution  of  the  Board  of 
Gvardians: — December  28,1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  serious  consideration  the  present 
state  of  the  Galway  Union,  with  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  in  the  discharge  of  the  responsibility  devolved  upon  them,  of  making 
due  provision  for  the  effectual  relief  of  destitute' poor  persons  applying  to  them  for 
relief. 

In  the  month  of  August  last,  the  Commissioners  had  occasion  to  draw  the 
special  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  probability,  that  the  workhouse  would 
not  be  found  sufficient  to  receive  the  number  of  persons  who  would  apply  for 
relief,  and  the  Commissioners  then  urged  the  Guardians  to  take  timely  steps  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  by  the 
appointment  of  relieving  officers  and  the  collection  of  sufficient  rates ; and  the 
Commissioners  warned  the  Guardians  that,  in  the  event  of  their  continuing  to 
neglect  their  duties  in  these  respects,  it  would  become  necessary  for  the  Commis- 
sioners to  consider  their  own  responsibilities,  under  the  18th  section  of  the  Act 
referred  to. 

The  Guardians  did  not,  however,  appoint  relieving  officers  in  the  Union  until 
the  8th  instant ; and  notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  the  difficulties  created  by  the  Union  debts,  the  Guardians  failed  to  take 
effectual  steps  to  place  the  finances  of  the  Union  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

On  the  31st  August,  the  liabilities  of  the  Guardians  amounted  to  6,6791.,  a sum 
equal  to  four  times  the  amount  collected  in  the  eight  preceding  months,  which 
appears  to  have  been  1 650/.  only,  or  less  than  fourpence  in  the  pound  on  the 
entire  valualion.  During  the  three  following  months  of  September,  October,  and 
November,  the  progress  of  the  collection  was  not  less  unsatisfactory. 

The  current  expenses  of  this  period  were  1390/.,  and  the  amount  of  rate  col- 
lected was  only  550/.,  or  less  than  three-halfpence  in  the  pound  on  the  valuation  ; 
thus  causing  an  addition  to  the  liabilities  to  the  extent  of  840/. ; and  the  total 
liabilities  on  the  1st  instant  amounted  to  7492/.,  or  eighteen-pence  in  the  pound 
on  the  valuation.  r 

The  Commissioners  are  aware,  that  a new  rate  was  brought  into  collection  at  the 
close  of  November  ; but  they  cannot  but  apprehend  that  the  postponement  of  the 
making  of  this  rate  to  so  late  a period  of  the  year,  will  have  seriously  interfered 
with  the  prospects  of  a favourable  collection. 

The  Commissioners  cannot  but  regard  it  as  most  unsatisfactory,  that  in  a Union 
like  the  Galway  Union,  the  net  annual  value  of  the  rateable  property  in  which 
amounts  to  100,777/.,  so  small  a sum  as  550/.  should  have  been  raised  in  three 
months  favorable  for  the  collection. 

3 N 
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Galway  Union.  The  Commissioners  have  further  to  observe,  that  so  long  ago  as  the  lltli 
October  last,  they  drew  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  tne  necessity  of  pro- 
viding a sufficient  supply  of  bedding  and  clothing,  for  the  persons  to  be  admitted 
into  the  workhouse;  yet  the  Commissioners  find,  that  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse 
are  not  properly  supplied  with  clothing. 

Moreover,  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  lias  frequently  been  called 
to  the  urgent  necessity  which  existed  for  the  active  exercise  of  their  powers  under 
the  1st  section  of  the  Act  10  Yict.,  c.  31,  and  the  expediency  of  making  room  in 
the  workhouse,  by  discharging  and  affording  out-door  relief  to  the  classes  coming 
under  that  section,  has  been  repeatedly  pointed  out  to  the  Guardians;  but  the 
Guardians  have  not  taken  steps  in  accordance  with  these  recommendations,  and  they 
have  consequently  been  obliged,  on  many  occasions,  to  reject  applicants  for  relief 
from  want  of  room  in  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  having  observed  that  the  Guardians,  on  the  15th  instant, 
rejected  the  applications  of  upwards  of  200  destitute  poor  persons,  92  of  whom 
were  subsequently  committed  to  gaol  for  begging,  it  was  intimated  to  the  Tem- 
porary Inspector  of  the  Union,  that  if  at  a subsequent  meeting,  the  Guardians  still 
refrained  from  acting  on  the  Commissioners’  instructions  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  provisions  of  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  they  were 
prepared  to  dissolve  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  deeply  regret  to  learn  that,  at  the  Guardians’  meeting  on 
the  2lst  instant,  they  again  rejected  many  destitute  applicants  for  relief,  and  thus 
failed  to  discharge  their  duties  effectually  according  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Legislature. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  feel  that  they  should  no  longer 
be  justified  in  refraining  from  the  exercise  in  the  Galway  Union,  of  the  powers 
entrusted  to  them  by  the  18th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 
They  have  accordingly  resolved  to  issue  an  order  dissolving  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  and  to  appoint  paid  officers  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Union ; and 
a copy  of  the  order  dissolving  the  Board  is  enclosed  herewith. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  30,  1847. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  yesterday,  there  were  1217  paupers  in 
the  house,  and  90  applicants  for  admission,  of  whom  26  could  be  admitted, 
leaving  64  unprovided  for.  Fifteen  deaths  were  reported  within  the  last  week  ; 
there  being  157  in  hospital,  60  of  whom  are  in  fever. 

After  the  admission  of  paupers,  last  week’s  expenses  were  examined,  and  the 
supplies  for  the  present  week  ordered,  when  the  Commissioners’  letter  dissolving 
the  Board  of  Guardians  was  read,  and  the  business  closed. 

Distress  throughout  the  Union,  is  becoming  every  day  more  apparent,  as  whole 
families  are  to  be  seen  ou  the  roads  from  Connemara,  flocking  into  the  town  of 
Galway  for  shelter ; and  I was  credibly  informed  on  Monday,  at  Oughterard,  that 
the  tenantry  had  been  driven  from  the  villages  of  Gurtreva  and  Clusk  by  Mr. 
Christopher  St.  George,  and  that  ejectments  are  in  force  against  the  tenantry 
residing  in  the  village  of  Pouleeny,  near  to  Turbough,  also  belonging  to  the  same 
gentleman,  which  will  at  once  account  for  the  increase  of  distress  in  and  about 
the  town. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  31,  1847. 

With  reference  to  that  portion  of  your  report  of  the  30th  instant,  in  which 
you  advert  to  the  large  number  of  persons  coming  into  the  town  of  Galway  in  a 
destitute  condition,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  would  recommend  you 
to  see  that  the  relieving  officers  enable  such  persons  as  appear  to  be  in  actual 
necessity,  to  obtain  provisional  relief,  either  in-door  or  out-door,  pending  the  arrival 
of  the  paid  Guardians ; bearing  in  mind  however,  that  as  yet  there  is  no  authority 
to  give  out-door  relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act  10  Viet.,  cap.  31,  and 
such  authority  has  not  been  yet  applied  for  in  the  Galway  Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  459 

Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners: — January  4,  IS48. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a letter  of  the  1st  instant,  with  an 
extract  from  a newspaper  reporting  the  proceedings  of  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Galway  Union  on  the  15th  ultimo,  I would  take  leave  to 
refer  to  my  report  of  the  16th  ultimo,  which  fully  corroborates  the  printed 
statement  in  question,  observing  that  it  is  not  only  on  the  sea-side  west  of  Galway 
that  this  unfortunate  clearance  has  taken  place,  but  also  from  two  villages  near 
Oughterard  (Gurtreva  and  Clush),  and  ejectments  are  in  force  against  the 
tenantry  of  Pouleeny,  near  Furbough,  the  whole  being  tenants  of  Christopher 
St.  George,  Esq.,  M.P.  In  fact,  the  town  is  at  this  moment  full  of  rural 
paupers,  very  many  of  whom,  no  doubt,  are  making  a trade  of  begging,  in  pre- 
ference to  becoming  inmates  of  the  Union  workhouse,  proofs  of  which  often 
come  under  my  own  knowledge,  and  which  must,  more  or  less,  be  the  case  in 
all  towns  similarly  situated. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  6,  1848. 

There  being  several  widows,  with  one  child,  now  in  the  Union  work- 
house,  and  it  appearing  that  they  cannot  be  afforded  out-door  relief  without 
direct  authority  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  I have  to  request  directions 
may  be  given  thereon,  in  order  that  every  possible  accommodation  may  be  made 
available  for  the  able-bodied. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Hellard  : — January  7,  1848. 

In  accordance  with  your  recommendation,  the  Commissioners  have 
issued  an  order  authorizing  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Galway  Union  to  give  out- 
door relief  under  the  second  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  to 
widows  with  one  child,  dependent  on  them ; also  to  children,  both  of  whose 
parents  are  dead. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners: — January  6,  1848. 

There  were  yesterday  1202  paupers  in  the  Union  workhouse,  out  of 
whom  172  were  in  hospital,  4S  were  admitted,  62  provisionally  taken  in,  and 
82  provided  for  by  the  relieving  officers  for  the  night,  there  being  192  appli- 
cants. 

The  collection  of  rates  this  week  amounted  to  309 1.  Os.  8 d.,  leaving  the 
sum  of  9Q71.  9s.  4 d.  in  the  Treasurer’s  hands,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians. 

Since  the  local  Guardians  were  removed,  I have  been  occupied  in  examining 
the  aged  and  widows,  to  be  ready  for  commencing  out-door  relief  under  the 
1st  section  of  the  Extension  Act  (which  wTill  be  proceeded  with  this  day),  and 
in  making  other  revisions  and  classifications  for  the  general  improvement  of 
the  house,  and  cleanliness  of  the  paupers. 

With  the  collection  of  rates  I am  much  dissatified.  The  collection  from 
Oughterard , our  largest  electoral  division,  is  only  1 1.  18s.  10d.,  thus  proving  the 
actual  necessity  of  carrying  out  my  former  recommendation  of  appointing 
additional  collectors  for  Killanin  and  Moycullen. 

I have  had  frequent  occasions  to  express  my  dissatisfaction  with  the  state  of 
the  Union  workhouse  as  regards  the  duties  of  the  master  and  matron,  both  of 
whom  are  in  my  opinion  unfit  for  the  responsible  situations  they  hold.  With 
the  former  I have  taken  considerable  trouble  in  endeavouring  to  establish  an 
uniform  system  throughout,  without  the  least  • possible  appearance  of  success  ; 
and  the  latter  is  so  dirty  in  her  person,  and  negligent  in  her  general  duty,  that 
nothing  short  of  their  removal  can  possibly  establish  that  discipline  and  good 
order  so  essential  in  an  establishment  of  this  description. 

In  the  Union  generally,  there  is,  no  doubt,  great  distress,  which  will,  I trust, 
as  the  duties  of  the  Vice-Guardians  proceed,  meet  with  the  relief  anticipated  by 
the  Commissioners. 


3 N 2 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — January  18,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  means  suggested  by  you  for  expediting  the 
collection  of  the  poor-rate,  I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
communicate  with  the  collectors  on  the  subject,  in  the  first  instance. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  re-arrange  the  Collectors’  districts,  under  the  27th  Article  of  the 
General  Regulations,  and  to  assign  what  districts  they  think  fit  to  the  col- 
lectors. 

If  any  such  re-distribution  of  the  districts  be  made,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
look  to  the  collectors’  "bonds,  and  to  have  them  amended  if  necessary. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  9,  1848. 

Having  by  directions  of  Count  Strzelecki  received  from  the  Commissary 
General  the  sum  of  300Z.  for  the  use  of  the  Galway  Union,  I have  lodged  the  sum 
in  question  in  the  hands  of  the  Union  Treasurer,  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  paid 
officers  for  the  administration  of  its  affairs. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners: — January  10,  1848. 

Upon  my  examination  of  the  rate  collectors’  accounts  this  day,  it  appeared 
that  James  Walsh  had  only  collected  631.  5s.  6d.  in  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Ballynacourty,  Stradbally,  and  Oranmore,  during  the  previous  week ; which  he 
accounted  for  by  stating  that  he  had  summoned  26  persons  for  the  recovery  of 
their  rates,  but  that  on  the  day  of  meeting  at  Oranmore  (Thursday  the  6th  instant), 
there  was  only  one  magistrate  from  a distant  part  of  the  county  present,  who 
declined  hearing  any  of  the  cases  alluded  to  ; consequently,  the  parties  thus  called 
upon  have  escaped  payment  until  the  next  Petty  Sessions,  when  a meeting  of  the 
magistrates  will,  as  a matter  of  course,  be  equally  uncertain  as  it  was  on  the  6th 
instant.  I would,  therefore,  take  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners 
to  this  particular  case,  in  order  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  secure  the  proper 
attention  of  the  magistracy  of  the  division  in  question  to  this  important  part  of 
their  public  duty;  observing,  that  unless  the  collectors  meet  with  prompt  assistance, 
the  greater  part  of  the  rates  must  remain  uncollected  ; whereas,  with  even  a little 
energy  on  the  part  of  those  in  authority,  I am  quite  satisfied  a large  sum  may  with 
ease  be  brought  to  account. 


Reply  to  the  above  -.-—January  17,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  forwarded  a copy  of  your  x-eport,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  have  requested  the  special  notice 
of  his  Excellency  thereto. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  15.  1848. 

The  rate  collector  of  the  town  of  Galway  (Patrick  Martin),  having 
been  again  assaulted  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  on  Friday,  the  31st  ultimo, 
at  Ballafaile,  I directed  him  to  immediately  communicate  with  the  resident 
magistrate,  or,  in  his  absence,  with  the  local  authorities,  in  order  that  proper 
assistance  might  be  rendered  him  in  carrying  out  the  collection  of  the  rates ; 
and  having  myself  conferred  with  Mr.  Keenan  thereon,  I beg  leave  to 
forward  a letter  from  that  gentleman  of  the  9 th  instant,  wherein  I am 
acquainted  that  the  police  will  afford  the  necessary  protection ; but  it  appears 
by  the  collector’s  report  of  the  10th  instant,  that  the  sub-inspector  cannot 
comply  with  the  magistrate’s  order,  until  he  receives  further  instructions 
from  the  Government ; and  yesterday  it  was  again  reported  to  me  that  two 
or  three  days  more  must  elapse  before  their  services  would  be  obtained, 
thereby  affording  the  people  who  have  now  the  means  of  paying,  an  oppor- 
tunity of  removing  their  stock,  &c.,  off  their  farms,  and  assaulting  the  collector 
with  impunity.  In  fact,  unless  prompt  and  immediate  measures  are  taken  to 
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carry  out  this  very  important  duty,  the  collection  of  the  rates  may  as  well 
he  abandoned,  as  at  this  moment  the  loss  of  the  last  14  days  tends  only  to  give 
these  lawless  characters  confidence  in  their  opposition,  and  consequently  calls 
for  more  stringent  orders  being  given  to  the  resident  magistrate  thereon. 

Enclosures. 

For  the  information  of  Mr.  Patt  Martin,  who  is  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Lynch, 
S.I.P.,  immediately,  and  follow  out  the  instructions  contained  in  Mr.  Keenan’s  letter,  which 
is  to  be  returned  to  me  after  the  service  has  been  performed,  with  a written  report. 

Galway,  January  9,  1S4S.  J.  Hellard,  Capt.  ii.iV. 


Mr.  Keenan  to  Captain  Hellard. 

Galway , January  9,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  that  I have  received  the  minute  of  the  Under  Secretary  on  my  report 
of  the  6th  instant,  submitting  Mr.  Martin’s  informations.  I have  written  to  Mr.  Lynch,  the 
sub-inspector,  to  afford  Mr.  Martin  the  protection  of  a police  force  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty; 
and  I have  the  honour  to  request  that  Mr.  Martin  may  be  instructed  to  take  advantage, 
without  any  delay,  of  the  protection  ofFered  ; to  place  himself  in  communication  with  the  sub- 
inspector, and  that  he  shall  make  such  arrangements  as  will  enable  the  duty  to  be  performed, 
as  little  harassing  to  the  constabulary  force  as  possible. 

Should  the  constabulary  protection  prove  not  to  be  sufficient  to  deter  resistance,  the  military 
will,  in  that  case,  be  employed  in  aid  of  the  civil  power,  and  then  the  arrangements  of  the 
collector  must  be  such  as  will  secure  the  coercive  collection  of  the  rate  generally  throughout 
his  district. 

I respectfully  suggest,  that  the  collector  may  be  instructed  to  proceed  forthwith  on  his 
collection,  under  the  protection  of  the  constabulary,  so  as  at  the  end  of  the  week  to  be  pre- 
pared to  make  his  report  to  you,  and  to  swear  an  information  before  me  of  the  nature  of  the 
resistance  (if  any)  offered.  I leave  home  to-morrow  morning  early ; I propose  returning  on 
Thursday. 

Mr.  Martin  to  Captain  Hellard. 

Town  Court-house,  January  10,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I have  been  speaking  to  Mr.  Lynch,  S.  I.,  on  the  subject 
of  Mr.  Keenan's  letter  of  the  2th  instant,  concerning  the  police  force.  Mr.  Lynch  is  not 
prepared  to  accompany  me  in  the  collection  of  the  poor’s-rate,  until  he  has  an  answer  from  the 
Government  to  a letter  forwarded  by  him  on  this  day.  Mr.  Lynch  will  call  on  yon  to- 
morrow. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  17,  1848. 

I am  to  state  for  your  information,  that  the  Commissioners  have  com- 
municated on  the  subject  with  the  Chief  Secretary,  and  they  have  reason  to 
believe  that  steps  will  be  taken  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of  by  you. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners: — January  13,  1848. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  yesterday,  the  Vice-Guardians  were  occupied  the 
whole  day  in  the  examination  and  admission  of  paupers,  hundreds  of  whom  had 
assembled  from  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  expecting  to  receive  out-door  relief;  so 
much  so,  that  with  170  vacancies  in  the  house,  occasioned  by  the  removal  of 
paupers,  under  the  first  section  of  the  Extension  Act,  last  week,  49  only  could  be 
admitted  before  dark,  in  consequence  of  the  numbers  presenting  themselves  for 
examination,  apparently  in  distress,  and  so  reported  by  the  relieving  officers,  who, 
upon  being  ordered  into  the  house,  in  many  instances  declined  to  enter  it,  stating 
that  their  object  was  alone  out-door  relief ; and  positively  refused  the  asylum 
offered  them,  consequently  much  time  was  thereby  lost,  and  the  Guardians  having 
appointed  three  additional  relieving  officers,  adjourned  till  half-past  10,  a.m.  this 
day,  after  the  business  of  which  is  closed,  I shall  have  the  honour  of  making  a 
more  detailed  report  of  the  general  state  of  the  house,  aud  the  proceedings  of  the 
week,  observing,  that  the  whole  of  the  population  appear  to.be  encouraged  to  look 
forward  to  nothing  but  gratuitous  relief,  which  alone  caused  the  pressure  on  this 
occasion ; and  I hope  the  mode  adopted  for  their  examination  will  be  the  means  of 
checking  any  future  attempt  of  this  description  for  the  present,  although  I fear 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  able-bodied  in  this  extensive  and  distressed 
Union  must  be  relieved  out  of  the  house. 


Galway  Union. 
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Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  14,  1848. 

The  Vice-Guardians  at  their  adjourned  meeting  yesterday,  admitted  153 
paupers,  thereby  completing  the  numbers  in  the  house  to  1258 ; which  I have  pleasure 
in  stating,  met  all  the  admissible  applications  for  the  week.  It  will,  however,  scarcely 
be  believed  that  during  the  examination,  several  cases  came  under  consideration 
where  husbands  had  left  their  wives,  and  wives  their  husbands,  in  their  cabins  to 
perish  in  fever,  while  they  sought  an  asylum  in  the  workhouse ; thus  showing 
the  miserable  state  of  feeling  to  which  these  unfortunate  people  have  been 
reduced,  from  want  of  the  most  common  necessaries  of  life.  Many  instances 
of  fraud  were  attempted,  with  the  view,  as  they  thought,  of  obtaining  a large 
allowance  of  out-door  relief ; and  in  fact,  the  cunning  resorted  to  by  the  applicants 
called  into  action  every  possible  precaution  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians,  to 
thoroughly  sift  out  the  truth.  The  pressure  during  the  first  day  was  so  great, 
that  it  was  with  some  degree  of  difiiculty  the  crowd  could  be  kept  outside ; 
firmness,  however,  on  the  part  of  the  officers  secured  something  like  order,  until 
the  whole  had  had  their  hearing. 

This  being  the  first  week  of  the  relieving  officer’s  duty,  some  difficulties  arose 
out  of  their  over  anxiety  in  the  fulfilment  thereof,  but  from  their  general  demeanour, 
I am  led  to  hope  they  may  prove  efficient  and  faithful  servants,  as  no  doubt  the 
responsible  duties  attached  to  their  office  will  for  some  time  increase,  as  distress 
in  every  quarter  becomes  daily  more  and  more  apparent ; although  at  this  moment, 
there  are  4466  children  fed  at  the  several  schools,  and  these  numbers  will  be  con- 
siderably increased  so  soon  as  I am  relieved  from  the  present  pressing  duties  at  the 
Union  workhouse. 

The  supplies  to  children  this  day  consisted  of  3379J  lbs.  of  rye  bread,  and 
700  quarts  of  new  milk. 


Captain  Hellard  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  23,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  engaged  on 
Wednesday  the  19th  instant,  in  going  through  the  routine  business  of  the  Board, 
and  ascertaining  the  number  of  persons  that  could  be  discharged  from  the  work- 
house,  and  placed  upon  out-door  relief,  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Relief 
Act,  of  which  classes  113  were  discharged  on  the  following  day.  On  Thursday 
and  Friday,  186  were  admitted  into  the  workhouse,  and  360,  in  addition  to  the 
above  1 13,  were  placed  upon  the  out-door  relief  list,  all  of  the  same  classes.  The 
number  in  the  workhouse  on  the  22nd  instant  was  1292. 

I regret  to  say  that  very  many  persons  belonging  to  the  able-bodied  class,  who 
appeared  to  be  in  great  want  and  destitution,  were  refused  relief  from  the  want  of 
room  in  the  workhouse.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  poverty  and  misery  of 
the  people  are  daily  increasing  to  a fearful  degree.  Three  deaths  took  place  in 
the  probationary  wards  of  the  workhouse  during  the  present  week,  of  persons  who 
were  taken  in  for  the  night  from  the  gate ; and  while  this  is  the  case,  it  is  with 
great  regret  I have  to  report  that  in  some  districts  of  this  Union,  great  cruelty  is 
practised  towards  the  poor  by  landlords  and  their  agents.  It  has  been  represented 
by  several  applicants  for  relief  during  the  past  and  present  week,  that  on  the  31st 
ultimo,  without  any  authority,  their  houses,  on  the  property  of  Mr.  Patrick  Blake, 
of  Gortnamona,  at  Tully,  in  the  electoral  division  of  Killinan,  were  thrown 
down  by  a number  of  men  headed  by  Mr.  Arthur  Blake,  son  to  Mr.  James  Blake, 
of  Tully,  who  is  agent  to  Mr.  Patrick  Blake,  the  proprietor,  and  a magistrate 
in  the  district.  Upon  inquiry,  the  relieving  officer,  Francis  O’Connor,  stated 
that  the  houses  had  been  levelled  as  represented.  The  Rev.  Mr.  M'Cullagh,  the 
parish  priest  upon  Mr.  Blake’s  estate,  has  made  a written  statement  to  the  same 
effect. 

Mr.  Kernan,  the  stipendiary  magistrate  of  the  district,  has  arranged  with  me  to 
hold  an  inquiry  at  the  workhouse,  on  Thursday  next,  and  upon  its  termination,  I 
shall  forward  copies  of  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  January  22, 1848. 
r^HE  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration,  minutes  of  proceedings 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Galway  Union  on  the.  20th  instant,  and  they 
have  directed  me  to  express  their  approval  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians.  .. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  463 

. I am  the  same  time  to  state  that,  in  accordance  with  the  request  contained 
in  the  minutes,  an  order  will  be  issued  forthwith,  authorizing  the  Vice-Guardians 
to  afford  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied. 

A copy  of  a letter  which  has  been  addressed  to  the  Guardians  of  Unions,  in 
which  such  an  order  has  been  issued  is  enclosed  herewith,  for  the  information  of 
the  Vice-Guardians. 


Mr.  Bouhke  to  the  Commissioners  January  27,  1848. 

. my  arrival  in  Galway  this  day,  I heard  with  much  regret  of  the  serious 

indisposition  of  Captain  Hellard,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector;  and  from 
inquires  which  I had  an  opportunity  of  making  later  in  the  day  from  his  medical 
attendants,  I fear  that  his  recovery  can  be  considered  as  but  very  uncertain.  His 
illness,  which  commenced  with  a cold,  has  now  turned  into  fever  of  a very  malig- 
nant character  ; and  it  must  be  long,  if  he  survives  it,  before  he  is  restored  to  Ins 
usual  strength. 

. * an  interview  with  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  gave  them  all  the  assistance 
in  my  power  during  the  short  time  I remained  in  Galway;  but  having  appointed 
to  be  in  Clifden  to-morrow  morning  to  make  the  report  on  the  state  of  that 
Union,  called  for  by  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  I could  only  remain  for  a 
tew  hours. 

I also  saw  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  which  Captain  Hellard  has 
associated  with  himself  for  carrying  on  the  relief  afforded  by  the  British  Associa- 
tion to  the  schools  in  the  Union,  and  requested  him  to  summon  a meeting  of  the 
members,  and  take  measures  for  preventing  any  interruption  to  the  system 
established  lor  the  purpose.  But  as  they  will  be  unable  long  to  continue  it 
without  the  assistance  of  an  Inspector,  I respectfully  submit  that  it  is  a matter  for 
consideration,  whether  some  person  should  not  be  appointed  to  act  in  this  capacity 
during  Captain  Hellard’s  illness. 

The  pressure  for  relief  appears  to  be  very  great  upon  the  Vice-Guardians  for 
this  Union ; and  the  approaches  to  the  workhouse  were  thronged  with  applicants 
ot  the  most  destitute  appearance.  Tlie  Vice-Guardians  are  acting  with  energy 
and  pei  severance,  and  have  already  afforded  a considerable  amount  of  relief ; but 
I think  it  ot  importance  that  they  should,  as  soon  as  possible,  commence  holding 
the  Board  in  such  distant  parts  of  the  Union  as  appear  to  them  most  destitute ; 
tor  the  evils  of  bringing  large  numbers  of  poor  persons  to  the  town  of  Galway  to 
seek  relief  are  already  manifesting  themselves  ; and  besides,  the  sufferings  of  the 
poor  themselves  are  much  aggravated  by  the  distance  they  have  to  travel.  I men- 
tioned the  subject  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  I think  they  appeared  to  agree  with 
me  in  opinion. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  29,  1848. 

I AM  to  express  the  Commissioners’  regret  at  the  account  which  you  give 
of  the  state  of  Captain  Hellard’s  health. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  for  your  information,  that  the  Commissioners 
propose  at  once  to  appoint  Major  M‘Kie  a Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  and 
that  he  will  be  directed  to  proceed  to  Galway. 

The  Commissioners  have  already  issued  an  order,  authorizing  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians to  hold  meetings  at  any  place  in  the  Union  they  shall  see  lit ; and  the  Com- 
missioners presume  from  your  remarks  that  they  intend  to  act  in  accordance  with 
your  suggestions,  in  holding  then’  meetings  at  other  parts  of  the  Union  besides 
the  town  of  Galway. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  29,  1848. 

V e have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant, 
requesting  our  report,  weekly,  as  to  the  collection  of  the  poor-rates,  and  on  other 
matters  coming  under  our  observation  in  the  Galway  Union. 

Since  we  came  here,  our  attention  has  been  particularly  directed  to  the  collec- 
tion of  the  rates,  which  we  consider  of  the  first  importance,  but  in  which  object 
we  have  met  with  some  difficulties.  In  some  cases,  where  six-day  notices  have 
been  served  and  summonses  issued,  as  at  Oranmore,  the  local  magistracy  have 
either  neglected  attending  at  the  petty  sessions,  or  refused  to  adjudicate  ; and  in 
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a recent  case,  where  there  was  in  the  same  locality  a decision  in  favour  of  the  col- 
lector, the  magistrate,  Mr.  Lynch  of  Lavally,  refused  to  issue  warrants  until  the 
next  court  day,  which  caused  a delay  of  four  weeks  from  the  time  of  issuing  the 
summonses.  We  are  of  opinion  that  this  evil  might  be  met  by  a direction  to  the 
resident  magistrate  to  attend  at  any  petty  sessions  within  the  Union,  on  receiving 
notice  from  the  collector  that  he  had  issued  summonses  for  the  recovery  of  poor- 
rates. 

We  have  given  directions  to  our  solicitor,  Mr.  Blakeney,  to  apply  to  the 
receivers  under  the  Court  of  Chancery  who  have  refused  to  pay  the  rates  charge- 
able on  the  properties  so  circumstanced,  and,  if  not  paid,  to  apply  without  delay 
to  the  court. 

With  respect  to  the  immediate  lessors,  we  are  of  opinion  that  serving  them  with 
a fifteen-day  notice  would  not  be  very  efficacious,  for  reasons  which  are  sufficiently 
obvious,  and  we  think  proceeding  in  the  superior  courts,  would  be  most  likely  to 
produce  the  desired  result. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  advert  to  the  load  of  debt  which  has  been  allowed  to 
accumulate  in  the  Union,  and  which  we  conceive  would  have  been  liquidated  by 
this  time,  if  the  present  rate  had  been  struck  in  July  last  instead  of  November. 

For  the  most  part,  the  small  farmers  are  unable  to  pay  their  rates,  as  the  greater 
part  of  the  produce  of  the  last  harvest  was  disposed  of  before  the  rate  was  struck. 

We  regret  to  say  that  there  will  be  some  delay  in  the  collection  of  the  rate  in 
the  Galway  electoral  division  in  the  coming  week,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Martin, 
the  collector,  being  served  with  a subpoena,  at  the  suit  of  the  Crown,  to  give  evi- 
dence in  an  excise  case  against  one  of  the  rate-payers  of  the  Union. 

We  are  at  present  using  every  exertion  in  making  arrangements  to  set  the  out- 
door able-bodied  paupers  at  work.  Mr.  Bourke.  the  Inspector,  has  undertaken 
to  provide  the  necessary  implements  from  the  Board  of  Works ; and  we  have 
advertised  for  a superintendent  and  overseers,  so  as  to  commence  forthwith. 

The  workhouse,  particularly  the  dormitories  has  been  clean,  for  the  last  fortnight. 
There  is  a great  want  of  that  discipline  amongst  the  adult  paupers,  so  essentially 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  good  order  and  regularity,  in  the  different  depart- 
ments of  the  workhouse. 

There  has  been  a very  great  deficiency  in  the  clothing  of  the  adult  paupers ; 
the  greater  number  of  them  are  still  wearing  the  clothes  which  they  had  on  when 
admitted  many  months  ago.  We  have  advertised  for  proper  clothing,  and  will 
remedy  this  very  great  evil  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

The  schools  are  conducted  with  due  order  and  regularity,  and  the  children 
appear  healthy  and  cleanly.  We  would  here  beg  leave  to  impress  on  the  Com- 
missioners the  great  necessity  that  exists  of  having  a separate  building  for  the 
children,  not  only  in  a healthful,  but  in  a moral  point  of  view.  The  building 
offered  by  Mr.  Redinglon  is  admirably  suited  for  this  purpose,  both  as  to  extent 
and  situation.  The  house  is  in  capital  order,  the  roof  nearly  new,  and  the  rooms 
are  large  and  well  ventilated.  There  are  two  excellent  school-rooms,  formerly  used 
for  that  purpose  by  the  nuns  who  inhabited  the  house,  and  the  concern  is  capable  of 
accommodating  600  children,  with  the  necessary  officers,  &c.,  &c.  Another  great 
advantage  would  arise  from  getting  the  children  out  of  the  workhouse  ; namely, 
the  room  it  would  make  for  such  a large  number  of  adult  paupers.  The  house  is 
in  so  crowded  a state  at  present,  that  we  are  unable  to  apply  the  workhouse  test  to 
those  seeking  for  out-door  relief;  thus  completely  defeating  the  system  to  be 
observed  in  carrying  out  the  directions  of  the  Commissioners  in  that  respect. 

We  have  discharged  all  the  infirm  and  aged  paupers,  and  widows  and  their 
children,  with  the  exception  of  those  who  were  in  hospital  or  bed-ridden. 

We  found  it  necessary  to  advertise  for  an  hospital  serjeant,  in  consequence  of 
the  great  irregularity  in  keeping  the  books  of  the  hospital,  as  well  as  in  other- 
matters  connected  with  that  part  of  the  institution. 

We  consider  it  highly  important  that  there  should  be  a revision  of  the  valua- 
tion of  the  Union  before  the  next  rate  is  struck,  so  many  complaints  having  been 
conveyed  to  us  from  different  parts  of  the  Union  against  the  present  valuation. 

We  have  to  state  that  three  of  our  relieving  officers  cauld  not  leave  Galway,  up 
t°_  a late  hour  on  yesterday  evening,  with  bread  for  the  out-door  paupers  in  the 
ICillannin,  South  Outerard,  and  Moycullen  divisions,  in  consequence  of  their  not 
being  able  to  procure  an  escort  during  the  day,  there  having  been  a bread  cart 
plundered  on  the  road  leading  in  the  same  direction  during  the  last  week,  and 
within  a short  distance  of  Galway. 
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We  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  expressing  our  deep  regret  at  the 
melancholy  death  of  Captain  Hellard,  R.N.,  Temporary  Inspector  in  this  Union ; 
and  in  common  with  all  who  witnessed  his  undeviating  zeal  and  exertions,  deplore 
the  sad  event. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  2,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  state  the  reasons  which 
lead  you  to  consider  that  service  of  the  fifteen- days’  notice  on  the  immediate  lessors 
who  have  not  paid  their  poor-rates,  would  not  be  efficacious. 

As  regards  the  number  of  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  who,  it  appears,  are 
wearing  their  own  clothes,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  regard  it  as 
peculiarly  objectionable  that  paupers  in  the  workhouse  should  be  allowed  to  wear 
their  own  clothes ; and  the  Commissioners  are  glad  to  learn  that  there  is  a 
probability  of  the  practice  being  discontinued  in  the  Galway  Union  at  an  early 
period. 

The  Commissioners  entirely  approve  of  the  proposal  to  remove  the  children  in 
the  workhouse,  to  a separate  building.  The  Commissioners  have  also  directed  me 
to  express  their  sanction  of  the  proposed  appointment  of  an  hospital  serjeant. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  express  the  Commissioners’  consent  to  the  proposed 
revision  of  the  valuation  of  the  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Major  M‘Kie  : — February  1,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief 
of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  make  minute 
inquiry,  and  report  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  cases  mentioned  under  the  head 
“ Relief  Applications,”  in  the  annexed  extract  from  the  “ Galway  Mercury,”  of  the 
29th  ultimo. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that,  the  Commissioners  deem  it  desirable  that  the 
evidence  should  be  on  oath. 

Enclosure. 

Galway  Mercury,  January  29,  1848. 

The  Vice-Guardians  transacted  business  at  1 1 o’clock  on  Wednesday,  having  also  been 
engaged  during  the  week  in  looking  after  the  affairs  of  the  Union. 

Masters  Wants. 


5168  lbs.  bread,  206  lbs.  meat,  £ ton  of  oatmeal,  794  quarts  buttermilk,  1153  quarts  sweet 
milk,  8 lbs.  3 oz.  tea,  70  lbs.  of  sugar,  7 lbs.  of  pepper,  2 bottles  wine,  1 bottle  pure  Malaga 
wine,  5 tons  coals,  56  lbs.  candles,  56  lbs.  soap,  8 lbs.  mould  candles,  2 off-falls  leather,  2 doz. 
tips  and  nails,  50  porringers,  19  padlocks,  and  20  yards  chain  for  buckets,  and  stationery  for 
master’s  office. 


£.  s.  d. 

Provisions  received  91184 

Do.  consumed.  . . . . . 73  0 11 

Average  weekly  cost  of  each  pauper  . . . 0 15 

Amount  of  rate  collected  and  lodged  during  the  week  243  5 10 


State  of  the  House. 

Remaining  last  report 

Since  admitted  .... 

Discharged  ..... 

Died  ...... 

Remaining  ..... 


Number  of  patients 
Fever  cases  . 
Dysentery  . 

Other  cases  . 


State  of  the  Hospital. 


. 1261 
. 186 

1447 

. 148 

7 

. 1292 
1447 


212 

. 80 
. 90 

. 42 212 


Lord  Wallscourt  appeared  to  complain  that  on  the  revision  of  his  estate  he  had  been  rated 
not  alone  for  the  rent  received  by  him,  but  also  upon  the  sum  agreed  upon  between  himself  and 
his  tenants  for  taxes.  He  had  mentioned  the  matter  to  Mr.  Martin,  who  had,  as  he  (Lord 
Wallscourt)  thought,  improperly  obtained  an  inspection  of  his  books  and  rent-roll.  He  be- 
lieved the  valuation  ought  to  have  been  made  from  an  inspection  of  the  land,  and  not  from 
the  books.  Mr.  Marlin  consented  to  pay  one-half  of  the  surcharge,  provided  it  was  found  that 
he  was  wrong. 
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Mr.  Mahon  said,  it  could  not  be  expected  a person  would  undertake  to  <*o  over  the  entire 
Union  for  the  purpose  of  personally  inspecting  the  land  for  the  sum  allowed  him,  50/1. 

Mr.  Martin  remarked,  that  he  believed  his  lordship  was  under  a mistake  as  to  the  amount 
of  the  surcharge  agreed  on  to  be  refunded.  What  he  understood  it  to  be  was,  that  the  landlord 
should  pay  two-thirds,  and  the  other  third  to  be  defrayed  between  him,  Mr.  Martin,  and  his 
lordship’s  clerk. 

Relief  Apiplications. 

Mary  Faherty  was  the  first  applicant  for  out-door  relief  called  before  the  Vice-Guardians 
She  stated,  that  she  lived  in  the  village  of  Tully.  On  the  2nd  of  January  last  two  men,  in  the 
employment  of  Mr.  James  Blake,  came  to  her  cabin,  and  told  her  to  leave  it,  or  the  walls 
would  be  tumbled  down  over  her  head.  In  consequence  of  that  threat  she  went  out,  and  the 
roof  was  tumbled  in. 

Daniel  Conneely,  of  Tully,  made  a similar  statement.  The  destruction  of  the  house  was 
effected  by  Mr.  Blake’s  family  and  the  people  from  another  village.  Applicant  did  not  leave 
the  house  until  the  crowbar  was  put  under  the  walls.  No  ejectment-paper  had  been  pre- 
viously served  upon  him.  He  speut  five  days  under  the  shelter  of  a wall,  without  any  covering 
whatsoever.  J b 

John  Denohue,  five  in  family.  His  house  was  knocked  down  b v the  villagers  of  Bulliiiahown 
as  they  said,  by  Mr.  Blake’s  directions.  ' ’ 

Mark  Conneely,  three  in  family.  His  house  was  also  thrown  down  by  the  same  parties.  His 
wife  is  lying  in  fever  in  the  ruins  of  the  cabin.  r 

Thomas  O’Meally,  10  in  family.  Like  case.  Applicant  had  no  land;  it  was  taken  from  • 
him  without  any  paper  being  served  upon  him.  The  houses  were  burned,  alter  being  thrown 
down  The  villagers  are  all  banished  now.  On  earth  he  does  not  know  where  to  put  his 
head  for  shelter.  Is  quite  satisfied  to  work  whenever  he  gets  a bit  to  eat. 

Thomas  M'Donough,  six  in  family.  His  house  was  thrown  down  in  Garomna  by  the 
steward  of  Mr.  St  George,  M.P.  Since  the  application  was  made,  two  of  his  children  died 
from  starvation  and  hardship;  they  slept  out  every  night  since  the  house  was  thrown  down 
John  Lee,  his  wife,  and  four  small  children,  next  applied.  He  said  he  had  quietly  given 
up  his  house.  He  had  been  m the  habit  of  dredging  for  oysters,  but  his  boat  was  stolen  and 
sunk,  by  whom  he  did  not  know. 

There  were  several  other  applications,  in  which  it  was  stated  by  the  relieving  officer  that  as 
soon  as  the  wretched  creatures  left  their  homes  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  relief  from  the  Vice- 
(juardians,  their  cabins  were  demolished,  and  the  consequence  therefore  was  that  when  thev 
returned  they  were  without  the  shelter  of  a roof.  y 

Michael  M‘Donougli;  five  in  family.  His  house  was  thrown  down  about  a month  ago  by 

work’i^f’lie^e  aUow ^ Awd°r^e'  ‘ CJeCtmmt  “ bem  5e"ed  1,im-  is  “ 
John  Donoglme,  his  wife,  and  five  small  children.  Three  or  four  days  am  his  house  was 
thrown  down  by  the  orders  of  Mr.  Blake,  of  Tully.  The  men  came  to  the  village  at  night 
and  his  wife  stated  that  she  was  neatly  killed  by  the  falling  in  of  the  roof;  she  added,  that  the 
poor  people  were  endeavouring  to  erect  huts  with  sticks  and  scraws,  but  as  quickly  as  they  did 
so  they  were  pulled  down  again.  J y 

There  was  a great  many  like  cases,  but  the  above  will  enable  the  public  to  form  an  opinion 
of  the  manner  m which  properties  are  managed  in  Connemara.  P 

1 fie  Vice-Guardians  sat  again  on  Thursday  and  yesterday. 


Major  M'Kie  to  the  Commissioners  in  reply  -.—February  19,  1848. 

i , ■ c®Jnpl“: h°e  'j]111  the  instructions  conveyed  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the 

1st  instant  that  I should  make  minute  inquiry  into  the  cases  mentioned  under  the 
rvh  “IS  the  annexed  extract  from  the  “ Galway  Mercury,” 

of  the  29th  ult,  I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  that  havino- 
made  preliminary  inquiries  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  the  relieving  officers,  and  other? 
I proceeded  on  Monday  last,  the  14th  instant,  to  Derrynea  Lodge,  Castelle  Bay’ 
being  the  nearest  convenient  place  I could  find  to  hold  an  inquiry.  The  parties 
-weie  duly  summoned,  and  the  evidence  taken  on  oath.  The  proceedings  were  held 
on  the  14th,  and  continued  by  adjournment  till  the  15th.  A correct  ropy  of  the 
proceedings  ,s  forwarded  herewith.  There  were  many  others  of  Mr.  Blake's  tenants 
who  could  have  given  similar  evidence,  but  I did  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  into 
tne  matter  at  greater  length.  There  are  but  two  witnesses  as  to  the  ejectments 
r.f  .l'  ■ t'Ge01'ges  property,  who  could  swear  to  the  facts;  the  others  stating 
that  their  houses  had  been  thrown  down  when  they  were  absent,  and  they  could 
only  speak  as  to  their  belief. 

^:ridtPP^  fr°mJthe  evidence  recorded,  that  these  forcible  ejectments  were 
*'„7,7  that  notices  had  not  been  served  ; that  they  were  perpetrated  under  cir- 
£reat  C1’uelty-  The  time  chosen  for  the  greater  part  nightfall,  on 
tiie  e-ve  ot  the  new  year.  The  occupiers  were  forced  out  of  their  houses,  with  their 
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helpless  children,  and  left  exposed  to  the  cold  on  a bleak  western  shore  on  a stormy 
winters  night;  that  some  of  the  children  were  sick  ; that  the  parents  implored 
that  they  might  not  be  exposed,  and  their  houses  left  till  the  morning : that  their 
prayers  for  mercy  were  vain,  and  that  many  of  them  have  since  died. 

Ihe  witness,  John  Costello,  states,  that  Mr.  Arthur  Blake,  son  of  Mr.  James 
Blake  J.P  and  agent  to  Mr.  Patrick  Blake  of  Gorumna;  Patrick  M'Nalty, 
steward  to  James  Blake ; Edmund  Walsh,  and  one  Faherty,  drivers  to  Mr.  Blake 
with  several  others,  tenants  to  Mr.  Blake,  were  the  actors  in  these  illegal  proceed- 
ings ; and  their  identity  is  confirmed,  together  with  that  of  Mr.  Richard  Blake 
(also  son  to  Mr.  James  Blake),  by  the  witnesses  Bridget  Falierty,  Mary  Faherty 
John  Toole,  John  Magan,  Mary  Feeny,  and  others,  all  of  whose  cases  were 
attended  with  circumstances  of  great  cruelty. 

I have  visited  the  ruins  of  these  huts  (not  any  great  distance  from  Mr.  Elake's 
residence)  ; I found  that  many  of  these  unfortunate  people  were  still  living  within 
the  rums  of  these  huts,  endeavouring  to  shelter  themselves  under  a few  sticks  and 
sods,  all  m the  most  wretched  state  of  destitution  ; many  were  so  weak  that  they 
could  scarcely  stand  when  giving  their  evidence.  The  site  of  these  rains  is  a rocky 
wild  spot,  fit  for  nothing  but  a sheep-walk. 

It  appears  from  the  information  I have  been  able  to  obtain,  that  these  people 
had  many  of  them  been  living  in  these  hnts  for  years ; renting  patches  of  land  on 
the  rocky  shore,  and  earmng  a precarious  and  scanty  subsistence  by  the  culture  of 
the  potato,  paying  even  for  the  sea-weed  to  manure  the  land.  The  total  failure  of 
the  potato  crop  left  them  without  any  means  of  subsistence,  and  being  unable 
to  cultivate  the  land,  they  had  given  up  their  holdings,  but  continued  to  occupy 
the  huts,  paying  no  rent. 

It  has  been  stated,  and  I believe  with  truth,  that  Mr  Blake  and  many  of  his 
tenants  had  lost  sheep,  and  suffered  from  depredations  on  their  turnip  crops. 

1 iiese  people  having  no  means  ol  subsistence,  suspicion  fell  on  them,  aud  it  was 
resolved  to  root  them  out. 

, M.r-  Blake’  sen->  was  present  on  the  15th,  and  had  the  perusal  of  the  whole  of 
the  depositions,  of  which  lie  took  notes.  He  denied  any  knowledge  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, he  being  absent  at  the  time  they  occurred.  1 asked,  if,  as  a magistrate, 
ne  had  not  on  liis  return  from  Dublin  made  any  inquiry  as  to  the  acts  of  violence 
committed  during  his  absence.  Mr.  Blake  said  he  inquired  of  the  police,  who 
had  made  no  report  of  the  matter,  although  fully  aware  of  it.  I have  made  inquiry, 
and  fand  this  to  be  true ; they  were  well  aware  that  th  people’s  houses  were 
thrown  down,  but  made  no  report  to  the  Inspector. 

I pointed  out  to  Mr.  Blake  that  the  depositions  implicated  himself,  as  it  had 
been  asserted  to  be  by  his  orders,  and  that  his  sons  and  servants  were  the  leaders : 
that  the  depositions  were  on  oath.  Mr.  Blake  assured  me  he  had  not  in  any  way 
sanctioned  those  proceedings,  which  he  admitted  to  be  illegal ; and  promised  to 
send  me  an  affidavit  to  that  effect  on  the  following  day.  I have  not  heard  from 
him  siuce. 

Enclosure. 

Notes  of  Examinations  taken  on  oath  before  Major  P.  M'Kie,  Poor  Law  Inspector  for  the 
union  ot  Lai  way,  at  Derrynea  Lodge,  on  the  14th  and  loth  davs  of  February  184S 
relative  to  matter  which  appeared  under  the  head  ''Belief  Applications,”  in  the  annexed 
extract  taken  from  the  “ Galway  Mercury  ” of  29th  January,  1848. 

Many  of  the  witnesses  being  unable  to  speak  English,  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Read  is  sworn 

Interpreter. 

First  Witness,  John  Costello,  being  duly  sworn,  states.  I live  at  Inrem ; I applied  at  the 
workhouse  m Galway  for  relief  after  New  Year’s  day;  I stated  to  the  Board  of  Guardians 
that  my  house  was  thrown  down  by  Pat  M‘Nalty,  Arthur  Blake.  David  Costello,  Edmund 
Walsh,  John  Conneely,  a man  named  Faherty,  driver  to  Mr.  Blake;  all  those  persons  were 
present:  Pat  MNalty  is  steward  to  Mr.  Blake,  Arthur  Blake  is  son  to  James  Blake,  Mr. 
Janies  Blake  is  agent  to  Mr  Patrick  Blake  of  Gortnamona.  I only  know  that  David  Cos- 
tello  was  with  Mr.  Arthur  Blake;  Edmund  Walsh  and  Faherty  are  both  drivers  or  stewards 
to  Mr  James  Blake ; I don  t know  in  what  capacity  John  Conneely  was ; Pat  M‘Naltv  had 
a crowbar  with  which  he  was  throwing  down  the  house,  Arthur  Blake  had  also  a crowbar  and 
was  throwing  down  the  house  when  one  of  them  got  tired  he  gave  the  crowbar  to  another; 
David  Costello  was  throwing  down  the  house;  Edmund  Walsh  was  present  when  the  house 
was  down,  and  along  with  the  persons  who  were  throwing  it  down ; he  threw  three  of  mv 
children  out  on  the  street;  one  of  them  was  sick  at  the  time ; her  name  was  Anne  ; she  died 
last  week;  was  near  lour  years  old;  Coleman  my  son  died  on  Friday  last,  aged  ten  years, 
from  cold  and  hardship.  My  house  was  completely  destroyed,  and  it  was  near  dusk  when  it 
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was  thrown  down ; myself  and  my  family  had  to  sleep  in  the  open  air ; it  was  raining  and 
snowing  that  night,  and  it  blew  very  hard ; my  wife  and  remaining  child  are  now  lying  sick, 
and  have  a bad  chance  of  recovery ; my  wife  says  that  if  she  dies,  she  will  attribute  her  death 
to  the  cold  she  got  that  night  for  want  of  a house;  it  was  on  the  31st  December  my  house  was 
thrown  down  ; I asked  Arthur  Blake  for  God’s  sake  to  leave  the  house  over  me  until  that 
night  would  be  over,  to  which  he  replied,  that  he  would  if  I gave  him  a pound;  Faherty  and 
Edmund  Walsh,  who  are  both  drivers  or  stewards  to  Mr.  Blake,  were  also  throwing  down  the 
house ; I built  the  house  myself  about  eleven  years  ago  on  a mountain  garden ; I had  no  rent 
to  pay  for  that,  but  I had  to  pay  three  pounds  and  a half  a crown  in  the  year,  besides  a day’s 
work  every  week  for  sea-weed  and  some  land  I held  near  the  sea-shore  ; Mr.  Patrick  Blake 
was  the  landlord,  and  Mr.  James  Blake  the  agent.  The  land  and  sea- weed  was  taken  from 
me  about  six  years  ago ; I lived  in  the  house  ever  since,  and  was  served  with  no  notice  or 
ejectment  to  give  it  up  until  it  was  thrown  down ; my  wife  and  child  are  now  lying  sick  in  a 
hovel  I made  against  the  ruins  of  the  house;  when  my  child  Coleman  died  there  was  over  six 
inches  of  water  about  him;  Pat  M'Nalty  and  Arthur  Blake  had  the  appearance  of  having 
taken  drink;  I knew  by  them  that  they  had  drank  whiskey;  Edmund  Walsh  came  to  my 
house  first,  and  told  me  to  take  my  children  out  of  it ; I said  I would  not,  if  they  were  killed 
in  it ; the  others  came  up  and  threw  down  the  house  shortly  after ; Arthur  Blake  and  Samuel 
Mullowney  came  to  my  house  and  searched  it  some  nights  before ; they  found  nothing  improper 
in  it ; the  late  and  present  priests  of  the  parish  can  give  me  a good  character,  and  so  can 
every  person  on  the  estate;  my  wife  nursed  the  last  child  (named  Henry)  that  Mr.  James 
Blake  had,  about  nine  or  nine  and  a half  years  ago ; I don’t  know  why  the  land  was  taken 
from  me ; Mr.  Blake  said,  “ I would  rather  feed  goats  than  ye;”  I owed  half  a year’s  rent; 
Mr.  Blake  seized  my  corn  in  about  a year  afterwards ; I paid  him  the  half  year’s  rent ; I 
supported  myself  ever  since  by  having  a boat,  between  myself  and  two  others  in  which  we  fished, 
and  I tried  to  earn  a little ; the  boat  and  all  I had  were  sold  before  I applied  at  the  workhouse ; 
we  got  21.  10s.  for  the  boat ; I believe  I would  not  be  alive  now,  but  for  the  charity  of  John 
Pieman ; I was  employed  with  others  in  building  a wall  for  Mr.  James  Blake;  Pat  M'Nalfy 
is  the  man  that  hired  me;  I worked  for  a fortnight  at  that  wall,  and  all  I got  for  it  was  two 
shillings  and  six-pence. 

Second  Witness,  Bridget  Faherty,  being  duly  sworn,  states.  I live  at  Tullymore ; I applied 
at  the  Galway  workhouse  for  relief  last  Wednesday  fortnight;  my  house  was  thrown  down  on 
last  New  Year’s  eve;  I was  absent  at  Lettermore  at  the  time;  when  I returned,  I found  my 
house  had  been  thrown  down  ; I was  not  served  with  any  notice  or  ejectment  to  give  it  up;  I 
held  no  land  but  about  an  acre  of  a mountain  garden  that  I reclaimed  and  walled  in ; Mr. 
Blake  is  the  landlord;  I lived  12  or  13  years  there;  I never  paid  any  rent  for  the  house  and 
garden ; I held  some  land,  and  as  long  as  I had  it  I paid  the  rent  regularly ; the  land  was 
taken  from  me  six  years  ago,  because  I would  not  pay  104  days’  duty  work  along  with  the 
rent  to  Mr.  Blake,  of  Tully;  the  land  was  taken  from  me  against  my  will ; I was  not  served 
with  any  ejectment  or  legal  process;  after  the  house  was  thrown  down  I erected  a shelter 
against  the  ruin  walls,  and  slept  in  it  with  my  family  ; the  rain  came  in  upon  us  through  it; 
this  hut  was  twice  afterwards  knocked  down,  and  the  timber  taken  away;  I contrived  to  get  a 
little  covering,  and  I still  continued  to  live  in  the  same  place;  the  last  time  the  hut  was 
knocked  down,  Mr.  Richard  Blake  was  along  with  a party  of  men,  some  of  whom  had  crow- 
bars, with  which  they  knocked  down  the  chimney  and  wall  of  the  house;  Mr.  Richard  Blake, 
who  is  son  to  Mr.  James  Blake,  ordered  the  men  to  do  so;  they  threw  down  the  hut  or  shelter 
I fixed,  too;  Edmund  Walsh  knocked  down  the  wall;  Tom  Faherty  Tom,  Bartholomew 
*a!£-ty,  anc\  Thomas  Conneelv,  were  taking  out  the  timber  of  the  roof  to  a cart  on  the  road. 

Third  Witness,  Mary  Faherty,  being  duly  sworn,  states.  I am  daughter  to  Bridget  Cou- 
neely;  I and  my  brother  James,  who  is  about  eleven  years  of  age,  were  in  our  house  at  Tully- 
more on  31st  December  last;  on  the  evening  of  that  day  about  sixteen  men,  tenants  of  Mr. 
Blake,  from  Ballinahown,  came;  they  said  they  had  been  sent  by  Mr.  James  Blake,  of  Tully, 
to  throw  down  the  house ; they  at  once  commenced  throwing  it  down  over  my  head  ; I had  to 
go  out,  or  I would  have  been  killed  ; the  furniture  was  broken  in  throwing  them  out;  Coleman 
Folan  Matthias  had  a crowbar,  and  was  throwing  down  the  house;  Thomas  Maherty 
Matthias  had  another  crowbar,  and  assisted  in  throwing  it  down;  Thomas  Faherty  Roo-er 
threw  down  part  of  it  ; myself  and  my  brother  had  to  remain  that  night  under  a wall  for 
shelter;  we  made  a kind  of  hut  against  the  house  wall  on  the  following  day;  this  hut  was 
also  thrown  down  in  a short  time  after  by  some  of  the  same  persons  and  others,  who  stated  it 
was  Mr.  Blake  sent  them  there ; we  again  built  up  the  hut,  and  it  was  again  thrown  down  by 
Edmund  Walsh,  Thomas  Faherty  Tom,  Bartholomew  Faherty,  and  Thomas  Conneely; 
Edmund  Walsh  and  Bartholomew  Faherty  are  drivers  to  Mr.  James  Blake  ; at  this  time  Mr. 
Richard  Blake  was  with  them;  he  directed  the  men  to  knock  down  the  chimney  of  the  old" 
house,  which  they  did. 

Fourth  Witness,  Daniel  Conneely,  being  duly  sworn,  states.  That  on  last  Wednesday 
fortnight  I applied  for  relief  at  the  Galway  workhouse ; I was  driven  there  by  hunger  and 
want;  I have  eight  in  family ; my  house  at  Tullymore  was  thrown  down  on  the  evening  of  the 
^ h ^vrcember  ^ast  bY  a party  of  men  from  Ballynahown;  they  said  they  had  been  sent  to  do 
so  by  Mr.  James  Blake,  of  Tully ; I did  not  leave  the  house  until  they  commenced  throwing 
-t  mJ  furniture  ; I assisted  them  in  removing  it  myself ; some  of  the  men  put  the  crowbars 
into  the  walls,  to  throw  down  the  house  at  once ; others  came  in ; I begged  of  them  to  leave  it 
s anding  until  morning,  and  that  I would  throw  it  down  myself ; they  said  they  could  not  do 
nat  as  they  had  orders  to  throw  it  down  ; I held  three  pounds  worth  of  land,  which  I gave  up 
last  year,  as  I had  no  seed  to  sow  in  it;  I did  not  leave  the  house  until  the  crowbars  were  put 
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into  the  walls  to  throw  it  down;  I was  not  served  with  any  notice  or  ejectment;  my  master,  Galway  Union. 

Mr.  James  Blake,  was  for  a long  time  wanting-  to  get  me  out  of  it ; my  wife  and  three  children  

were  in  the  house  at  the  time ; Mr.  Blake  claims  rent,  but  I don’t  owe  him  any ; myself,  my 
wile,  and  children,  had  to  sleep  under  a wall  that  night;  the  persons  from  the  village  of 
Ballinahown  who  came  and  knocked  down  my  house,  are  1,  Coleman  Folan,  2.  Thomas 
Folan,  3,  Michael  Noone,  4,  Thomas  Faherty,  5,  Coleman  John,  6,  Michael  Folan,  7,  John 
Waters,  8,  John  Faherty,  9,  Pat  Faherty  Matthias,  10,  Bartholomew  Folan,  11,  Stephen 
Faherty,  and  12,  Coleman  Faherty ; I don’t  recollect  saying  at  the  workhouse  that  Mr. 

Blake’s  son  was  with  the  other  people  in  throwing  down  the  house ; Mr.  Blake’s  sons  were 
standing  on  the  road,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  away;  I am  now  getting  out-door  relief. 

Fifth  Witness , John  Donohoc,  being  duly  sworn,  states.  My  house  at  Tullymore  was  thrown 
down  on  the  31st  of  December  last  by  the  villagers  of  Ballinahown  ; they  said  they  got  orders 
to  do  so  from  their  master,  Mr.  James  Blake.  I held  land  which  was  taken  from  me  three 
years  ago ; the  entire  village  was  turned  into  pasture  land.  I paid  all  rent  due  for  the  land. 

The  house  I built  myself:  there  was  no  rent  demanded  for  the  house.  I was  not  served  with 
any  notice  or  ejectment.  It  was  at  nightfall  my  house  was  throw  n down  ; and  we  have  been 
since  going  from  house  to  house,  frequently  sleeping  in  our  clothes  by  the  fire-side. 

Sixth  Witness,  Mark  Conneehj,  being  duly  sworn,  states.  I went  to  the  workhouse  for  relief, 
and  stated  that  my  house  had  been  thrown  down.  On  the  31st  of  December  last  the  villagers 
of  Ballinahown  came  and  threw  down  my  house.  I asked  them  to  leave  it  standing  until 
morning,  which  they  refused.  I assisted  myself  in  throwing  it  down,  so  as  to  save  the  rafters, 
that  I might  be  able  to  put  them  in  another  house  elsewhere.  My  wife  was  in  the  house  at 
the  time.  We  got  shelter  in  the  next  house  that  night.  I built  a kind  of  hut  against  the  wall 
of  the  house  thrown  down;  my  wife  and  daughter  got  fever  in  it,  but  they  are  well  now  ; we 
are  still  living  in  the  same  hut.  The  villagers  (those  named  in  the  evidence  of  Daniel  Con- 
neely)  did  not  say  by  whose  orders  they  had  thrown  down  the  house ; but  when  I asked  them 
to  save  the  house  until  the  morning,  they  said  they  would  throw  down  every  house  in  the  village. 

I had  no  land. 

Seventh  Witness,  John  Toole,  being  duly  sworn,  states.  I had  a house  at  Invern  ; I went  to 
Galway  to  look  for  relief  at  the  workhouse  ; on  my  return  the  house  was  thrown  down ; I was 
about  building  a hut  on  the  ruins  when  I was  struck  and  knocked  down  by  Arthur  Blake  ; he 
knocked  me  inside  the  road  wall,  and  from  the  beating  he  gave  me,  I was  quite  insensible  for 
a considerable  time ; he  told  me  if  I went  there  again  he  would  have  my  life ; every  person  in 
the  whole  country  are  afraid  to  let  me  in  lest  the  same  thing  would  be  done  to  themselves ; it 
is  the  general  report  that  Mr.  Blake’s  son  gave  orders  that  none  of  the  persons  whose  houses 
had  been  thrown  down  should  be  allowed  to  remain  in  any  house  on  the  estate;  and  that  if  any 
of  the  tenants  did  let  them  in,  his  own  house  would  be  thrown  down  in  like  manner ; I am  in- 
formed that  Mr.  Richard  Blake,  son  to  Mr.  James  Blake,  orderedmy  house  to  be  thrown  down, 
and  that  Pat  Noone  and  John  Faherty  were  present ; I had  some  land  from  Mr.  Blake,  which 
I gave  up  last  year,  not  being  able  to  till  it. 

Eighth  Witness,  John  Magan,  being  duly  sworn,  states.  I live  at  Knockarra  at  present;  I 
applied  to  the  Guardians  of  the  Galway  Union  for  relief  about  the  15th  of  January  last ; before 
I applied  for  relief,  my  house  at  Tully,  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Blake,  was  thrown  down  by  Arthur 
Blake  and  John  Conneely;  Pat  M'Nalty,  Thomas  Conneely,  and  Bartholomew  Faherty, 
stewards  and  drivers  of  Mr.  Blake,  were  present  at  the  time.  Arthur  Blake  came  into  the 
house  first ; he  took  a pot  of  water  and  threw  it  on  the  fire  ; he  then  put  a crowbar  under  the 
wall  of  the  house  and  threw  down  part  of  it ; John  Conneely  went  to  the  other  side  of  the  house 
and  threw  down  the  rest  of  it ; after  they  left  1 put  some  of  the  sticks  of  the  roof  standing 
against  the  wall  of  the  house,  and  covered  them  as  well  as  I could  with  scraws ; myself  and  my 
family  slept  in  that  hut  for  a week ; we  were  admitted  to  the  workhouse  ; we  left  it  in  about  a 
week  after;  my  wife  died  last  Monday  night,  and  two  of  my  children  are  so  sick  that  I don’t 
know  when  they  may  die ; I did  not  strip  my  clothes  off  for  the  last  15  nights;  I left  the  work- 
house  at  my  wife’s  request ; she  was  only  about  a week  at  home  when  she  was  delivered  of  a 
still-born  child;  in  three  nights  after  she  died. 

Ninth  Witness , Mary  Feeny,  beiug  duly  sworn,  states.  I am  a widow  with  four  children  ; I 
am  now  receiving  out-door  relief ; my  husband  died  on  last  Friday  fortnight  in  the  Spiddal 
fever  hospital ; on  the  31st  December  (my  husband  being  then  in  that  hospital)  I was  in  our 
house  at  Tullymore  with  my  two  children,  Coleman  and  Ellen,  both  lying  in  fever,  when,  about 
an  hour  alter  nightfall,  Arthur  Blake  and  Pat  M'Nalty  came  into  the  house  ; but  befbre  they 
did  come  in,  Coleman  Folam  came  in  and  desired  me  to  take  out  the  two  children ; that  he 
was  desired  by  Arthur  Blake  to  tell  me  so,  as  he  was  going  to  throw  down  the  house ; I begged 
of  him  to  ask  him  not  to  do  so  until  morning,  as  my  two  children  were  lying  in  fever ; Arthur 
Blake  came  to  the  other  door,  which  he  broke  in  with  a crowbar ; Pat.  M'Nalty  came  in  with 
Mr.  Blake ; he  took  a can  of  water  and  threw  it  on  the  fire ; they  both  knocked  down  the 
house  the  moment  that  I took  out  my  children ; I was  obliged  to  keep  them  under  the  shelter 
of  a wall  until  morning ; I built  a kind  of  hut. in  a room  in  the  house;  in  some  time  after  this 
hut  was  thrown  down  by  Richard  Blake,  brother  to  Arthur  Blake ; my  daughter  Ellen,  15  years 
of  age,  died  about  10  days  ago  from  the  cold  she  got. 

Tenth  Witness,  James  Folan,  being  duly  sworn,  states.  That  in  or  about  a week  after  the 
1st  of  January  last,  Pat.  M'Nalty  and  James  Faherty,  the  driver  and  steward  of  Mr.  James 
Blake,  of  Tully,  came  to  my  house  at  Ballinahown;  they  threw  it  down;  M'Nalty  had  a 
crowbar,  and  Faherty  had  a spade;  they  knocked  down  the  roof,  which  took  fire  and  was 
burned ; I saw  several  houses  thrown  down  and  burned  in  one  day  on  Mr.  Blake’s  estate ; I 
went  to  the  workhouse  in  Galway,  but  while  waiting  for  admission  my  daughter  Catherine  died 
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under  the  workhouse  wall ; we  left  the  workhouse  in  some  time  after,  because  myself  and  my 
children  were  sick;  I was  swelling-  up ; since  then  my  son  Matthias,  aged  five  years,  died;  and 
I have  heard,  and  believe,  that  since  I left  home  to-day  my  son  Thomas,  aged  seven  years, 
died  also ; from  the  time  we  left  the  workhouse  we  have  been  lying  under  a little  hut  built 
against  a wall,  partly  covered  with  some  of  the  old  scraws  of  my  former  house  which  escaped 
being  burned  ; I was  not  served  with  any  notice  or  ejectment  at  the  time  my  house  was  thrown 
down. 

Eleventh  Witness , Thomas  O'Malley,  being  duly  sworn,  states.  I have  a wife  and  seven 
children;  had  a house  at  Invern,  which,  by  the  orders  of  Mr.  Janies  Blake,  I had  to  throw 
down  about  three  months  ago ; I afterwards  built  another  house  at  a distance  opposite  at  Tully, 
on  the  land  of  Mr.  Blake  ; I had  not  Mr.  Blake’s  permission  to  build  the  house;  I wont  to  the 
workhouse  in  Galway  to  look  for  relief  about  three  weeks  ago ; when  I returned  the  house  I 
left  was  also  thrown  down;  there  were  several  houses  iu  the  same  village;  all  the  houses  to 
which  land  was  attached  were  left  standing ; the  rest  were  thrown  down  and  burned ; the  houses 
of  all  persons  who  went  to  the  workhouse  for  relief  were  thrown  down  and  burned  upon  their 
return ; I had  land,  which  I gave  up  to  the  landlord,  as  I could  not  sow  it. 

Twelfth  Witness,  James  Donohoe,  being  duly  sworn,  states.  I had  a house  at  Invern,  which, 
was  thrown  down  on  this  day  three  weeks  by  Michael  Folan,  steward  to  Mr.  James  Blake,  and 
Mr.  Blake’s  son,  Arthur ; I was  going  to  the  workhouse  on  that  day ; they  began  to  knock  down 
the  house  with  crowbars  on  one  side,  and  I had  to  get  out  of  the  house  by  the  door  on  the 
other  side ; the  house  was  completely  levelled.  I have  a wife  and  seven  children ; we  now  live 
in  a kind  of  little  hut  built  in  a room  of  the  ruined  house ; 1 have  had  no  laud  for  some  years; 
I was  under  no  rent  for  four  or  five  years;  I never  heard  that  I was  charged  with  stealing 
turnips  from  Mr.  James  Blake. 

John  Donohoe  could  not  be  examined,  he  is  nearly  dumb. 

Thirteenth  Witness,  Bridget  Donohoe,  being  duly'  sworn,  states.  I am  the  wife  of  John 
Donohoe,  of  Bunraghbawn  ; we  had  a house  at  that  place,  which  was  thrown  down  about  three 
weeks  ago  by  the  villagers  of  Bunraghbawn;  it  was  at  night  the  house  was  thrown  down; 
myself  and  my  five  children  were  nearly  killed  by  the  falling  of  the  house ; they  smashed  a loom 
belonging  to  my  husband,  who  is  a weaver  by  trade;  we  had  to  remain  out  a week  after  that 
every  night  under  frost  and  snow,  as  we  could  get  no  house  to  shelter  us — since  then  we  have 
got  a night’s  lodging  here  and  there  through  charity.  Mr.  Blake  assisted  us  before  the  house 
was  thrown  down — but  for  him  we  would  have  died;  neither  myself  nor  my  husband  stated  at 
the  workhouse  that  my  house  was  thrown  down  by  Mr.  Blake’s  orders. 

Fourteenth  Witness,  Thomas  MDonagh,  being  duly  sworn,  states.  I had  a wife  and  five 
children  when  my  house  was  thrown  down  at  Ballinakill,  Island  of  Garomna,  on  the  property 
of  Mr.  St.  George;  I have  buttwo  children  now — three  of  them  died  since  the  house  was  thrown 
down;  Myles  M'Donagh  and  John  Reamy,  stewards  to  Mr.  St.  George,  are  the  persons  who 
threw  it  down  ; in  the  latter  end  of  harvest  it  was  so  thrown  down ; I was  not  served  with  any 
ejectment  or  notice ; I owed  one  year’s  rent,  2/. ; I was  living  in  the  house  at  the  time  Mr.  St. 
George  s men  came  to  throw  down  the  house ; I had  to  leave  it  with  my  wife  and  children ; I 
applied  at  the  Galway  workhouse  and  got  out-door  relief ; I held  possession  of  the  land  under 
Mrs.  O’Flaherty,  who  was  tenant  to  Mr.  St.  George;  the  sheriff  came  some  time  before  the 
house  was  thrown  down,  and  gave  the  land  up  to  Mr.  St.  George;  I was  ordered  to  quit,  but 
I did  not  give  possession  of  the  house  until  the  men  came  and  threw  it  down ; myself  and  my 
family  went  to  my  brother-in-law’s  house,  where  we  remained  for  a week  after  the  throwing 
down  of  the  house,  but  we  had  to  leave  that,  as  the  two  men  who  threw  down  the  house  noticed 
my  brother-m-law  that  if  he  kept  us  his  house  would  be  thrown  down  also  ; after  that  we  had 
to  sleep  out  under  walls  for  several  nights,  without  the  covering  of  a house. 

fifteenth  Witness,  Michael  M‘ Donagh,  being  duly  sworn,  states.  I have  a wife  and  three 
children ; my  house  at  Garomna,  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  St.  George,  was  thrown  down  about  three 
of  four  weeks  ago  by  Myles  M'Donagh,  Mr.  St.  George’s  steward  ; I was  served  with  an  eject- 
ment notice ; I did  not  see  the  sheriff  there  ; I was  in  the  house  at  the  time  it  was  pulled  down, 
and  was  nearly  killed  by  its  falling ; he  said  nothing  to  me  until  he  began  to  tumble  the  house ; 
I never  gave  up  possession;  myself  and  my  father  and  grandfather  lived  on  the  estate,  and  all 
the  rent  I owed  was  1 1. ; I never  gave  up  possession  of  the  house  or  land ; I had  to  sleep  fre- 
quently under  the  shelter  of  walls  since  then;  I even  had  to  sleep  out  last  night,  haviuo-  no 
house  to  shelter  me.  ° 


P.  M'Kie,  Major  Un., 
f Poor  Laio  Inspector,  Galway  Union . 
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Captain  Hanley  to  the  Commissioners — j Dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians : — 
Febmary  IG,  1848. 

Having  visited  and  carefully  inspected  the  workhouse  of  this  Union,  I beg 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  sad  state  in  which  it  is  at  present. 

It  appears  to  me  that  no  part  of  your  instructions  is  fairly  carried  out.  The 
wards,  yards,  &c.,  present  one  scene  of  confusion,  filth,  and  disease. 

On  reference  to  the  Committee  Visiting  Book,  I find  no  note  of  any  Guardian 
having  visited  the  interior  of  the  house  since  the  8th  March,  1847. 

The  dietaries  are  in  the  same  state  of  neglect ; hooks  not  kept  up,  and  matters 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  master  aud  matron. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  a house  in  a worse  state,  or  in  greater 
disorder. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  on  Friday  last,  there  were  3157  appli- 
cants for  relief,  of  which  410  were  marked  for  in-door  (200  beyond  what  the 
house  could  receive),  1730  out-door,  and  1017  rejections. 

Forming  an  opinion  from  the  state  in  which  I find  the  house  and  every  matter 
with  it  connected,  the  want  of  anything  like  system  or  regularity,  a debt  of  4000/., 
without  a shilling  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  and  a weekly  expenditure  of  over  250/., 
I have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  only  hope  of  correcting  those  evils,  and 
affording  the  benefit  of  the  law  to  the  truly  destitute  of  the  district,  would  be  by 
dissolving  the  present  Board,  which  I feel  it  my  duty  to  recommend,  and  appointing 
Vice-Guardians  who  would  sit  from  day  to  day,  affording  relief  where  necessary, 
checking  imposition  when  attempted,  and  whose  sole  duty  it  would  be  to  attend  to 
the  neglected  affairs  of  the  Union,  with  a view  to  improvement — a result  I cannot 
expect,  under  existing  circumstances,  from  the  present  Board,  however  zealous 
some  of  the  members. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — February  18,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  have  received  and  have  had  under  consideration  a report  from  their  In- 
spector, Captain  Hanley,  on  the  state  of  the  workhouse  of  Gort  U nion. 

Captain  Hanley  reports  that  it  appears  to  him  that  no  part  of  the  Commis- 
sioners’ instructions  is  fairly  carried  out ; and  that  the  wards  and  yards  present 
one  scene  of  confusion,  filth,  and  disease.  He  adds,  that  on  reference  to  the 
Report  Book  of  the  Visiting  Committee,  he  finds  no  note  of  any  Guardian  having 
visited  the  interior  of  the  house  since  the  8th  March,  1847 ; that  the  dietaries  are 
in  the  same  state  of  neglect,  that  the  books  are  not  kept  up,  and  that  matters  are 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  master  and  matron.  He  further  observes,  that  it  is 
hardly  possible  to  conceive  a bouse  in  a worse  state,  or  in  greater  disorder. 

In  connexion  with  this  representation  of  the  state  of  Gort  workhouse,  the  Com- 
missioners have  had  under  their  serious  consideration  the  state  of  the  Union  funds; 
and  on  this  bead  the  Commissioners  perceive,  that,  owing  to  the  very  inadequate 
amount  of  rates  levied  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  financial  condition  of  Gort 
Union  is  in  the  highest  degree  unsatisfactory. 

It  appears  that  the  last  rate  was  made  by  the  Guardians  on  the  24th  May,  1S47, 
at  an  average  poundage  of  1«.  3 hd.,  including  arrears  of  previous  rate. 

This  rate  was  calculated  to  yield  3464/. ; but  the  collection  proceeded  so  badly, 
that  the  total  amount  collected  in  the  eight  months  ended  31st  January  last,  was 
only  2581/.,  being  an  average  of  only  life/,  in  the  pound  on  the  valuation,  and 
leaving  more  than  a fourth  of  so  small  a rate  uncollected. 

As  the  consequence  of  this  inadequate  collection,  a debt  has  accumulated, 
amounting  on  the  31st  January  last  to  353SZ.,  a sum  actually  exceeding  the  entire 
amount  collected  during  the  preceding  year  (3226/.) 

It  is  true  that  the  Guardians  have  recently  agreed  to  make  a new  rate  of  7950/. ; 
but  as  the  season  most  favourable  for  the  collection  has  been  suffered  to  pass  away 
without  a proper  rate  being  on  the  books,  as  the  Union  is  encumbered  by  a debt 
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which  will  alone  absorb  more  more  than  half  of  the  produce  of  the  new  rate,  and 
as  no  money  is  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  it  appears  to  the  Commissioners  that  the 
Union  will  be  involved  in  inextricable  embarrassments,  if  a better  management  of 
the  finances  be  not  immediately  introduced. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  have  determined  to  dissolve  the 
Gort  Board  of  Guardians,  on  the  ground  that  through  the  default  of  the  Guardians 
its  duties  have  not  been  duly  and  effectually  discharged,  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts.  The  Commissioners  accordingly  transmit  herewith 
a sealed  order  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Board  ; and  they  will  proceed  with  the 
least  possible  delay  to  appoint  paid  officers  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  Union. 
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SCARIFF  UNION. 

Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  20,  1847. 

As  you  will  have  learned  from  the  minutes,  that  every  exertion  is  being 
made  to  render  this  Union  workhouse  as  extensively  available  as  possible,  for  the 
able-bodied,  by  putting  on  out-door  relief  the  three  classes  enumerated  in  your 
letter  of  the  14th  August,  by  advertising  for  a house  to  be  converted  into 
a fever  hospital,  and  for  premises  suitable  to  the  accommodation  of  all  the 
school  children,  I need  only  briefly  mention  that  all  my  exertions  to  procure 
premises  have  been  rendered  unavailing,  owing  to  the  very  exorbitant  rents  which 
have  been  demanded.  There  is  a large  house,  about  a mile  distant  from  Scariff, 
advantageously  situated  for  the  purpose  required,  and  well  ventilated,  and  after  a 
minute  inspection,  I calculated  that  the  two  upper  floors  would  afford  sleeping 
accommodation  to  300  children,  and  I proposed  reserving  the  two  lower  floors  for 
school  and  dining  rooms,  kitchens,  &c.  The  present  occupant  has  the  premises, 
with  thirty  acres  of  land,  on  a lease  from  the  Court  of  Chancery,  at  4 1.  per  acre,  or 
120Z.  per  annum,  and,  although  anxious  to  dispose  of  his  interest  in  it,  he  demands 
200Z.  per  annum  for  the  house  and  three  acres,  and  thus  the  matter  ends.  I regret 
also  to  have  to  state,  that  we  have  met  with  no  better  success,  as  regards  obtaining 
a house  for  a fever  hospital ; nevertheless,  it  is  my  firm  conviction,  grounded  upon 
what  I have  myself  already  witnessed,  independently  of  information  received  from 
credible  sources,  that  with  such  a mass  of  destitution  as  we  have  here  to  deal  with, 
the  present  workhouse  accommodation  would  be  altogether  inadequate,  even  if  we 
could  now  remove  from  it  every  one  of  its  present  700  inmates.  I,  therefore,  beg 
leave,  in  the  strongest  manner,  to  urge  upon  the  Commissioners  what.  I cannot  but 
consider  the  imperative  necessity  of  at  once  taking  the  necessary  steps  for  the  imme- 
diate erection  on  the  present  premises  of  additional  permanent  accommodation  for 
at  least  1000  persons;  without  this  assistance  it  will  not  be  possible  to  apply  the 
workhouse  test,  to  doubtful  cases  in  the  three  classes  eligible  for  out-door  relief, 
much  less  to  provide  room  for  the  able-bodied. 

I would  also  strongly  recommend  that,  in  the  mean  time,  temporary  accommo- 
dation be  at  once  run  up,  similar  to  the  temporary  barracks  erected  for  the  troops 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  in  the  East  Indies.  Thatched  roofs,  with  walls 
of  “ wattle  and  dab.’  The  materials  are  to  be  obtained  near  this  on  reasonable 
terms,  and  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  could  perform  all  the  work,  except  putting 
the  frame  together.  I have  been  thus  housed  for  five  consecutive  years,  and 
therefore  make  the  suggestion  from  personal  experience. 

But  the  matter  of  permanent  importance  is  the  providing  of  necessary  means,  as 
well  for  current  expenses  during  the  ensuing  season,  as  to  liquidate  outstanding 
debts.  To  obtain  these  means,  I have  advised  the  Vice-Guardians  to  strike  an 
uniform  rate  of  7s.  6c/.  in  the  pound  upon  the  Union. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  no  reasonable  objection  can,  under  existing  circumstances, 
be  raised  against  a 7s.  6 d.  rate,  or  even  to  a higher  -one,  seeing  that  the  last 
collected  rate  was  struck  so  far  back  as  14  months  ago,  and  being  only  a temporary 
rate,  amounted  to  but  1800/.  in  the  gross ; thus,  the  Union  may  be  said  to  have 
enjoyed  an  immunity  from  rates,  during  a period  when  it  was  visited  with  famine 
and  pestilence,  and  when  unusual  efforts  ought  to  have  been  made  by  the  late  Board 
of  Guardians.  Had  the  Guardians  collected  a reasonable  rate,  and  paid  promptly 
for  their  supplies,  I do  not  think  that  the  Union  would  now  be  suffering  from 
pecuniary  embarrassment;  but  as  supplies  were  purchased  on  credit,  at  double  the 
market  prices  of  the  day,  aud  as  blank  requisitions  were  signed,  it  was  impossible 
that  any  proper  control  could  have  been  exercised  over  the  expenditure.  I, 
therefore,  hold  jt  now  to  be  a paramount  duty  not  to  shrink  from  having  recourse 
to  all  the  lawful  means  in  our  power,  to  promptly  retrieve  the  Union  from  its 
present  insolvent  condition. 

It  has  been  calculated  that  about  9000/.  will  be  required  to  provide  for  the 
wants  of  the  workhouse  up  to  25th  March,  1848,  and  to  pay  off  the  debts,  amount- 
ing to  6000/.,  incurred  by  the  late  Guardians.  The  gross  amount  of  a 7s.  6c/.  rate 
will  be  16,860/.,  but  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  collecting  it,  and  failures  in 
payment,  I do  not  estimate  the  net  amount  at  a higher  figure  than  15,000?. ; and, 
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the  available  balance  of  6000?.  will,  I fear,  be  very  inadequate  to  the  calls  we  shall 
have  upon  it  for  the  administration  of  out-floor  relief,  if  I may  judge  at  all  from 
the  expenditure  under  10  Viet.  chap.  7,  and  which,  I am  informed,  amounted  to 
17,000?.  in  this  Union,  not  one  farthing  of  which  has  been  repaid. 

After  the  due  collection  and  careful  expenditure  of  the  rate  which  we  are  about 
to  strike  shall  have  taken  place,  the  rate-payers  may  then  come  forward  with 
clean  hands,  and  appeal  to  Government  for  its  aid,  should  our  means  become 
exhausted  during  this  Avinter,  or  the  next  spring ; but,  until  a sincere  and  vigorous 
effort  has  been  made  by  those  who  have  the  duties  of  property  to  fulfil,  I do  not 
conceive  that  they  have  a legitimate  right  to  represent  the  destitution  existing 
within  their  Union,  as  an  imperial  calamity. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — November  22,  1847. 

I am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  20th 
instant,  reporting  on  the  administration  of  relief  in  the  Scariff  Union;  and  in 
reference  thereto,  I am  to  express  to  you  the  thanks  of  the  Commissioners  for  the 
information  which  you  have  conveyed  to  them,  and  I am  to  forward  herewith,  for 
your  information,  a copy  of  a letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  this  day 
addressed  to  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  subject. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  that  part  of  their  letter 
which  relates  to  the  proposed  7s.  6c?.  rate.  If,  after  consideration  of  the  subject, 
you  and  the  Guardians  are  still  of  opinion  that  more  money  would  be  collected  by 
it  than  by  two  consecutive  rates  of  3s.  6c?.  or  3s.,  the  Commissioners  will  not 
raise  any  objection  to  the  7s.  6c?.  rate. 

Enclosure. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Scariff  Union: — 
November  22,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
in  Ireland  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  19th 
instant,  in  reply  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  relative  to  providing  addi- 
tional workhouse  accommodation,  and  to  the  administration  of  relief  to  the  destitute  in  Scariff 
Union. 

. reference  to  the  proposed  rate  of  7s.  6d.  in  the  pound  on  the  old  valuation,  the  Commis- 
sioners desire  to  state  that,  although  they  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  you:  discretion,  as  to 
the  ainount  of  rate  to  be  struck  in  the  Union,  yet  the  Commissioners  deem  if  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, whether  more  money  mwht  not,  on  the  whole,  be  collected,  by  making,  first  of  all, 
a rate  of  3s.  6 d.  or  3s.  in  the  pound,  collecting  that  rate  vigorously,  and  then  making  and 
collecting  another  rate  of  the  same  amount..  The  Commissioners,  at  the  same  time,  wish  it 
to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  they  do  not  in  any  way  object  to  the  rate  of  7s.  6 d.  in  the 

Pr -e0)1  ' oUnion’  lf  more  money  wiff  really  be  levied  by  it  than  by  two  consecutive  rates 
ot  os.  bd.  or  os. 

, TO*  respect  to  their  Circular  of  the  17th  instant,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state 
tliat  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  some  limitation  should  be  set  to  the  numbers 
m every  workhouse,  but  they  have  not  decided  on  what  should  be  the  precise  limitation 
tor  the  bcanfl  workhouse;  and  the  Commissioners’  letter  to  the  Guardians  was  intended 
to  elicit  the  views  of  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  subject.  The  Commissioners  having  received 
youi  remarks,  will  refer  them  to  their  architect  for  his  observations,  and  they  will  likewise 
communicate  to  him  your  request  respecting  the  preparation  of  plans,  together  with  some 
suggestions  of  Captain  Hart,  on  the  best  mode  of  providing  immediate  additional  workhouse 
accommodation. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Scariff  Union : 

December'  3,  1847. 

I am  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  extract  from  a report  which  they 
have  received  from  Captain  Hart,  relative  to  additional  accommodation  which 
he  proposes  for  the  workhouse  of  Scariff  Union,  together  with  a copy  of  Mr  Wil- 
kmsons  observations  thereon;  and  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will 
readily  sanction  the  erecting  buildings  in  accordance  with  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  sug- 
gestions,  and  that  you  can  borrow  money  for  the  purpose,  under  the  35th  section 
of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Hart  December  3,  1847. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  of  the  20th  ultimo  which  relates 
to  the  proposed  increased  accommodation  at  the  workhouse  of  the  Scariff  Union,  I 
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am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
in  Ireland,  to  forward  for  your  information,  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  observations  of 
Mr.  Wilkinson  on  the  subject,  and  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  readily 
sanction  the  erecting  buildings  in  accordance  with  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  suggestions, 
and  that  the  Guardians  can  borrow  money  for  the  purpose,  under  the  35th  section 
of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

Enclosure. 

Observations  of  Mr.  Wilkinson. 

Scariff  Union. 

To  erect  permanent  additions  to  the  present  house,  to  the  extent  of  300  additional 
paupers,  the  estimated  cost  is  1800Z. ; much  beyond  this  number  would  render  a new  house 
advisable.  The  temporary  buildings  described  by  Captain  Hart  could  be  erected  around  the 
boundary  walls  of  the  site,  quite  detached  from  the  present  building.  If  carried  out.  as  proposed 
by  Captain  Hart,  and  done  under  his  superintendence,  the  cost  would  not  exceed  1Z.  par  head, 

I should  suppose. 

\\  ooden  buildings  will  cost  about  30v.  per  head  prepared  for  sleeping  in. 

Under  the  circumstances  stated,  and  using  the  stable,  I assume  that  700  persons  might  safely 
be  lodged  in  this  house. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  24,  1847. 

On  receipt,  this  morning,  of  your  letter  of  the  22nd  instant,  I did  not  fail 
to  immediately  confer  with  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  subject  of  the  7s.  6d.  rate, 
which  it  had  been  determined  to  strike  upon  this  Union  ; and  I now  beg  leave  to 
acquaint  you  that,  after  our  having  given  this  most  important  question  our  best 
consideration,  and  viewing  it  again  in  all  its  phases,  it  is  still  our  unanimous 
opinion  that  a 7s.  6d.  rate  should  be  adhered  to,  as  we  tind  that  we  can  effect  no 
substantial  amelioration  of  the  present  financial  embarrassments  of  tile  Union,  or 
of  the  suffering  condition  of  the  poor,  with  a less  sum  than  10,0007,  which  is  im- 
mediately required  to  pay  off  the  debts  incurred  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians, 
and  to  provide  for  present  disbursements.  We  consider,  also,  that  quite  as  much 
difficulty  and  excitement  would  be  experienced  in  the  collection  of  a 3s.  6d.  as  in  a 
7s.  6d.  rate ; and,  such  being  our  conviction,  we  are  anxious  to  overcome  our  pre- 
sent difficulties  by  one  vigorous  effort.  Moreover,  it  has,  by  some  means,  become 
generally  known,  and  it  is  therefore  more  fully  expected  that  a 7s.  6d.  rate  is  to  be 
struck ; were  we,  therefore,  now  to  reduce  the  amount,  it  would  have  the  appear- 
ance of  vacillation,  and  a bad  effect  might  he  produced. 

As  I previously  stated,  this  Union  has  enjoyed  an  almost  perfect  immunity  from 
a poor-rate  from  its  first  formation  until  the  present  day,  for  I find  that  in  the 
aggregate  but  3s.  6 id.  has  been  collected : thus — 


On  the  8th  February,  1842 

a 5c7  rate  was  struck. 

9th  November,  1842 

l.s 

• 0£c7 

5th  March,  1844  . 

0 

5 

28th  January,  1845  . 

0 

10 

9th  September,  1846 

0 

10 

Total 

3 

~64 

Taking  this  into  consideration,  and  also  that  a heavy  debt  has  been  contracted 
in  consequence  of  the  late  Guardians  having  purchased  their  supplies  on  credit,  at 
double  and  even  treble  the  market  prices  of  the  day  (for  I am  credibly  informed  that 
247  per  ton  was  agreed  to  be  given  for  Indian  meal,  at  a period  when  it  was 
selling  for  87  per  ton),  I do  not  consider  that  any  honourable  and  right-thinking 
person  can  raise  an  objection  to  a 7s.  6d.  rate. 

The  Union  is  certainly  in  a desperate  condition  as  regards  its  finances ; and  in 
having  recourse  to  a desperate  remedy — if,  indeed,  a 7s.  6d.  rate  should  be  so  thought 
l>3r  interested  or  unprincipled  parties — we  have  but  done  our  imperative  duty,  from 
the  responsibility  of  which  we  shall  not  shrink,  feeling  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Commissioners. 


Reply  to  the  above : — November  25,  IS47. 

1 am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that,  under  the  circumstances 
stated,  the  Commissioners  do  not  propose  to  interfere  with  the  discretion  of  the 
Guardians  concerning  the  amount  of  rate  which  they  are  about  to  strike. 
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Mr.  Hancock,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 
November  24,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  Messrs.  Fisher  and  Christy  called  on  me 
at  Limerick  on  Monday  last,  to  consult  as  to  the  best  manner  of  carrying  into 
effect  your  instructions  as  to  the  borrowing  a sum  of  money  for  the  immediate 
necessary  expenses  of  the  Union,  giving  the  rates  as  security,  arid  the  interest  upon 
any  advance  to  be  guaranteed  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

I recommended  these  gentlemen  to  make  an  official  application  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  Union  (the  Provincial  Bank  at  Ennis)  for  a sum  of  2000/.,  for  a period  not 
exceeding  six  months,  the  interest  to  be  guaranteed  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  The  Vice-Guardians  have  made  that  application  to  the  treasurer, 
and  the  manager,  Mr.  Menzies,  is  very  well  inclined  to  recommend  the  advance  ; 
but  the  matter  has  to  be  referred  by  him  to  Robert  Murray,  Esq.,  the  secretary, 
Dublin. 

The  advantage  of  getting  the  advance  from  the  treasurer  would  be  considerable. 
In  the  first  place,  no  confusion  would  be  created  in  the  accounts,  or  the  awkward- 
ness of  having  two  treasurers,  or  one  place  of  deposit  for  the  Vice-Guardians’  funds, 
and  another  for  the  rate  of  Unions.  The  advance  to  the  Vice-Guardians  would 
be  paid  by  the  rates,  after  the  outstanding  checks  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  have 
been  discharged  by  the  collection  of  the  rates.  I do  not  believe  there  are  out- 
standing checks  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  debts  ; but  of  this  I am  not  sure : but 
supposing  the  whole  of  the  debts  due  have  had  checks  drawn  for  the  amount,  it 
appears  to  me  the  first  of  the  rates  must  go  to  pay  these  drafts,  as  the  collectors 
are  bound  to  lodge  with  the  treasurer. 

I beg  to  recommend  that  an  official  application  should  be  made  from  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  administration  of  the  Laws  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  the  Provincial  Bank  of  Ireland,  recommending  the  advance  to  the 
Scariff  Vice-Guardians,  guaranteeing  the  payment  of  the  interest  by  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant ; and  if  Mr.  Murray  should  require  any  further  security,  I 
would  recommend  the  Commissioners  to  give  any  guarantee  which  Mr.  Murray 
may  require  for  the  repayment  of  the  principal  sum  of  2000/.  within  six  months. 
I should  not  venture  to  make  any  such  recommendation  with  any  ordinary  Board 
of  Guardians  ; but  I do  not  see  the  slightest  difficulty  in  guaranteeing  the  repay- 
ment of  a sum  so  advanced  by  the  treasurer  when  paid  officers  are  in  charge,  who 
may  be  removed  by  the  Commissioners. 

It  appears  to  me  such  arrangement  would  be  much  preferable  to  negotiating 
any  advance  from  private  individuals,  or  upon  the  personal  security  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians.  I have  had  a good  deal  of  conversation  with  Mr.  Menzies,  the 
Manager  of  the  Provincial  Bank  here,  and  he  is  quite  favourable  to  the  proposal, 
and  willing  to  make  the  advance  ; but  he  cannot  do  so  without  orders : hence  the 
necessity  of  having  a communication  with  Mr.  Murray. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Murray,  Agent  of  the  Provincial  Bank  of  Ireland : — 
November  27,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  a report  from  their  Inspector,  Mr. 
Hancock,  in  which  he  states  that  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Scariff  Union  have  made 
an  application  to  the  Union  treasurer,  the  Provincial  Bank  at  Ennis,  for  a loan  of 
2000/.,  to  be  repaid  within  six  months,  with  interest,  but  that  the  treasurer  has  re- 
ferred the  application  to  you. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  agreed  to  a rate,  which  will  be  sufficient  to  discharge 
the  existing  liabilities  of  the  Union,  and,  to  enable  them  satisfactorily  to  continue 
the  administration  of  relief  to  the  destitute,  and  the  rate  will  be  immediately  placed 
in  active  collection  ; but  in  the  mean  time,  the  advauce  which  the  Guardians  have 
applied  for  would  greatly  facilitate  their  proceedings,  and  would  enable  them  at 
once  to  place  the  business  of  the  Union  in  a more  satisfactory  state. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that,  should  the 
treasurer  be  authorised  to  make  the  advance  which  has  been  applied  for  by  the 
Vice-Guardians,  the  Commissioners  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  be  enabled 
themselves  to  guarantee  the  repayment  of  the  interest  on  the  advance. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Hart — December  2,  1847. 

I am  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  which  they  have 
received  from  the  Agent  of  the  Provincial  Bank,  declining  to  accede  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Scariff  Union  for  an  advance  of  2000/.,  and 
I am  to  express  the  regret  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  decision  of  the  Directors. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Murray,  Agent  of  the  Provincial  Bank  of  Ireland,  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  : — 
December  1,  1847. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I beg  to  inform  you  that  the  Directors 
having  considered  the  application  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Scariff  Union  for  an  advance  of 
2000/.,  regret  to  be  obliged  to  decline  acceding  to  the  application,  as  no  security  has  been 
offered  for  repayment  of  the  principal. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners: — December  11,  1847. 

The  past  fortnight  has  been  a period  of  most  anxious  and  painful  solicitude- 
to  me,  occasioned  by  the  great  and  almost  overwhelming  pressure  on  the  part  of" 
crowds  of  starving  people  clamouring  for  relief,  and  no  present  means  available 
for  alleviating  their  destitute  condition  ; and  this  state  of  things  is  rendered  more 
difficult  to  be  dealt  with,  owing  to  a large  admixture  of  turbulent  able-bodied, 
single  men,  and  others  not  in  distressed  circumstances,  who  evidently  entertain, 
the  notion  that  it  needs  but  a due  exhibition  of  physical  force  to  induce  an  indis- 
criminate issue  of  out-door  relief,  seeing  that  the  workhouse  which  was  constructed- 
for  600,  now  contains  nearly  800  inmates. 

Last  week,  a number  of  persons  forced  their  way  up  to  the  Board  room  ; but  on?: 
my  seizing  and  locking  up  two  of  the  ringleaders,  the  crowd  dispersed.  I did  not 
fail,  however,  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  assembled  people  that  they  had, 
by  their  turbulent  behaviour,  given  me  the  most  convincing  proof  that  they  at  least 
were  not  in  want  of  food,  and  that  no  relief  whatever  should  be  extended  to  those 
who  clamoured  for  it  at  the  workhouse,  but  only  to  peaceably  disposed  destitute 
persons,  who  sought  for  it  in  the  manner  provided  for  by  law,  viz.,  through  the 
medium  of  the  relieving  officers. 

On  Tuesday  last,  however,  I had  again  to  seize  another  turbulent  fellow  (a 
single  man)  who  had  forced  his  way  with  others  into  the  house ; and  on  my  having 
his  name  registered,  as  a warning  to  others,  and  ordering  that  no  relief  should 
ever  be  given  to  him  except  inside  the  house,  he  insolently  replied,  that  he  would 
“ rob  and  steal  sooner  than  come  into  workhouse,”  and  that  “ all  the  people  had  a 
right  to  get  the  out-door  relief.” 

I should  not  have  deemed  such  matters  as  these  worthy  of  mention,  were  it  not 
that  they  abundantly  exemplify  what  must  inevitably  be  the  demoralizing  effects 
of  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men,  should  such  an  expedient  unhappily  ever 
have  to  be  resorted  to — a crisis  which  I can  view  in  no  other  light  than  as  an 
unmixed  and  dire  calamity,  which  will  speedily  extinguish  in  the  breasts  of  its 
recipients  every  principle  of  self-reliance,  and  swallow  up  the  property  of  the 
country;  for  judging  from  past  experience,  it  is  utterly  futile  to  expect  that  any 
adequate  check  can  be  interposed,  especially  at  this  early  stage  of  the  administration 
of  the  new  laws  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  to  prevent  an  almost  indiscriminate  issue 
of  relief,  as  when  once  it  is  believed  that  the  destitution  has  extended  beyond  the 
power  of  being  met  by  local  taxation,  every  barrier  to  abuse  will  I fear  be  at  once 
levelled,  and  the  same  general  rush  made  for  the  “ Government  relief”  as  took 
place  under  the  system  of  relief  by  Public  Works,  and  subsequently  by  the  issue 
of  rations,  when  the  detection  of  the  most  shameless  imposition  was  usually  met  by 
the  reply,  that  “ one  man  had  as  good  a right  as  another  to  get  a share  of  the 
Government  relief.” 

It  appears,  by  the  public  returns  that  upwards  of  one-half  of  the  entire  population 
of  this  Union  were  lately  receiving  Government  rations,  and  that  17,000/.  was 
expended  for  that  purpose.  Consequently,  as  the  rateable  property  of  the  Union 
is  valued  at  but  44,960/.,  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  entire  rental  would  be  inadequate 
to  meet  the  wants  and  abuses  incident  to  out-door  relief.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, indeed,  under  any  circumstances,  I confidently  hope  that  the  Commis- 
sioners will  approve  of  every  possible  expedient  being  resorted  to  which  offers  a 
prospect  of  warding  off  the  necessity  of  issuing  an  order  authorizing  out-door 
relief  to  able-bodied  persons,  and  I shall  now  proceed  to  report  progress  in  that 
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direction,  by  staling  that  during  the  period  necessarily  occupied  in  striking  the 
rate  and  making  out  the  books  for  the  collectors,  I visited  various  localities  in 
search  of  additional  workhouse  accommodation  for  a length  of  time,  with  but  little 
success.  I am  truly  happy,  however,  now  to  be  able  to  state  that  I have  at  length 
secured  most  eligible  premises  from  Dr.  Sampson  (referred  to  in  a former  report) 
for  the  unexpired  period  of  his  lease,  viz.  up  to  the  25th  March,  1849,  at  a rent  of 
150Z,  for  the  entire  period.  This  will  enable  us  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  of 
removing  the  whole  of  the  school  children  to  a separate  establishment.  I have 
also  suggested,  with  the  view  of  rendering  the  workhouse  still  further  available 
for  able-bodied  men,  the  advantage  of  also  removing  the  aged  and  infirm  who  are 
still  in  the  house,  and  in  pursuance  of  this  plan  an  agreement  lias  been  entered 
into  for  the  purchase  (for  50 1.)  of  a three-storied  slated  house  in  Scariff  with  out- 
houses and  a rood  of  laud ; here  we  purpose  accommodating  nearly  100  old 
women.  We  are  also  in  treaty  for  the  purchase  (for  150£.)  of  extensive  premises 
with  about  two  acres  of  land,  eligibly  situated  on  the  Scariff  River ; the  houses 
will  accommodate  all  the  old  men,  and  the  barn  can  he  fitted  up  as  a fever 
hospital,  until  such  time  as  we  are  enabled  to  erect  a new  fever  hospital  for  the 
use  of  the  entire  Union,  lower  down  on  the  land.  This  alone  would  effect  a very 
large  saving,  as  at  present  the  expense  of  medical  and  other  attendance  for  each 
of  the  temporary  fever  hospitals,  is  little  short  of  300 1.  per  annum,  while  the 
Medical  Officer  of  the  workhouse  has  but  the  miserable  stipend  of  40Z.  per 
annum. 

The  erection  of  temporary  accommodation  on  the  workhouse  premises  for  300 
anen,  will  also  be  commenced  next  week.  < 

I trust  that  the  Commissioners  will  approve  of  these  measures,  and  sanction  the 
continuance  of  similar  ones  as  occasion  requires. 

It  is  infinitely  more  advantageous  to  purchase  (when  it  can  be  done  on  such 
favourable  terms)  than  to  hire,  as  any  tenement  can  be  sold  with  all  improvements 
when  no  longer  required. 

I beg  leave  to  enclose  a plan  of  Dr.  Sampson’s  house,  and  should  lie  glad  to 
receive  it  again  when  done  with. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  14,  1847- 
The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  course  which  you  have  adopted,  a 
detailed  in  your  report. 

With  reference  to  the  house  of  which  you  have  forwarded  the  plan,  the  Com  - 
missioners  will  readily  sanction  the  hiring  of  it ; and  I am  to  forward  for  your 
information,  the  enclosed  copy  of  - observations  of  one  of  the  assistants  of  their 
architect  on  the  subject.  The  Commississiouevs  have  written  to  their  architect, 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  by  this  night’s  post,  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  contained 
in  the  last  paragraph  of  Mr.  Barney’s  observations. 

The  plan  of  Dr.  Sampson’s  house  which  accompanied  your  communication,  is 
herewith  returned. 

Enclosure. 

Observations  of  Mr.  Barney. 

With  regard  to  Dr.  Sampson’s  house,  it  appears  to  me  very  eligible,  and  will  accom- 
modate about  220  children,  allowing  only  two  of  the  rooms  oil  the  basement  floor  for  kitchen,  &c., 
and  the  two  large  rooms  on  the  principal  floor  (marked  13)  for  school-rooms,  and  appropriate 
all  the  other  rooms  for  dormitories.  The  plans  do  not  shew  what  extent  of  ground  for  yard 
there  is  attached  to  the  building;  if  the  children  are  removed  altogether  from  the  workhouse, 
yards  will  be  indispensable.  220, 1 am  of  opinion,  is  the  greatest,  number  that  can  be  accommo- 
dated in  this  building,  and  probably  it  will  only  accommodate  one  class  of  the  children,  the 
girls  perhaps. 

With  regard  to  the  other  buildings  mentioned  in  Captain  Hart’s  report,  there  is  nothing  upon 
which  I can  form  any  idea  of  their  eligibility',  but  I beg  to  suggest,  as  Mr.  Wilkinson  will  be 
at  Galway  at  the  latter  end  of  this  week,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  ask  him  if  he 
could  make  Scariff  on  his  wav  back  to  Dublin,  as  it  is  not  very  far  from  Galway,  and  inspect 
the  premises  reported  on  by  Captain  Hart. 


- The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Wilkinson: — December  14,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  a communication  from  their  Temporary 
Inspector,  Captain  Hart,  relative  to  the  arrangements  which  he  is  making  in 
conjunction  with  the  Vice-Guardians,  with  the  view  of  providing  additional  work- 
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house  accommodation,  from  which  it  appears  that  a house  has  been  purchased, 
and  that  they  are  now  in  treaty  for  two  other  buildings. 

This  communication  has  been  referred  in  your  absence,  to  Mr.  Barney,  who 
approves  of  the  house  which  has  been  purchased,  and  has  suggested,  with  regard  to 
the  others,  that  as  you  will  be  at  Galway  at  the  latter  end  of  this  week,  it  would  be 
desirable  if  you  could  make  Scariff  on  your  way  back  to  Dublin,  and  inspect  the 
premises  in  question. 

As  the  matter  is  of  considerable  importance  at  the  present  time,  in  reference  to 
the  state  of  the  Scariff  Union,  the  Commissioners  will  feel  obliged  to  you,  if  you 
will  endeavour  to  act  in  accordance  with  this  suggestion. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  14,  1847. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  and  its  enclosures  having  refer- 
ence to  naval  clothing  and  purser’s  stores  in  charge  of  Sir  Randolph  Routh, 
I beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  any  supply  of  the  articles  enumerated  would  be 
most  thankfully  received  for  the  use  of  the  paupers  in  this  Union  Workhouse, 
and  I firmly  believe  they  could  be  sent  to  no  establishment  so  much  in  want  of  the 
articles  in  question ; for  a length  of  time  the  scanty  clothing  of  the  poor  inmates 
has  been  in  rags  and  tatters,  and  there  is  also  a lamentable  deficiency  of  beds  and 
bedding ; the  insolvent  state  of  the  Union  has  unfortunately  hitherto  precluded 
the  possibility  of  a purchase  of  clothing  and  bedding. 


Mr.  Wilkinson  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  23,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  I this  week  inspected  some  buildings 
taken  by  Captain  Hart  for  auxiliary  workhouses  in  the  Scariff  Union. 

Three  buildings  have  been  taken,  one  a large  residence,  which  has  already  been 
sanctioned  by  your  Board,  and  it  is  well  calculated  for  the  female  children ; it  is 
about  one  mile  from  the  poor-house. 

The  other  premises  are  an  old  barn  and  small  dwelling-house  adjoining,  and 
requires  outlay  in  providing  new  floors,  and  high  enclosing  walls  to  screen  the 
yard  from  the  road.  This  building  is  suited  for  the  boys  to  occupy,  when  it  is 
fitted  up  as  intended. 

The  third  building  is  an  old  dwelling-house,  very  well  suited  for  occupation  by 
infirm  people ; it  is  in  the  street  of  the  town  of  Scariff,  with  a small  yard  in  the 
rear,  and  an  outbuilding  suitable  for  day-room,  when  provided  with  windows,  &c. 

Workhouse  accommodation,  in  addition  to  the  present  building,  being  considered 
necessary,  it  appears  to  me  that  Captain  Hart  has  done  the  best  for  obtaining  it 
that  it  was  possible  for  him  to  do,  by  the  taking  the  above  buildings. 

It  is  proposed  to  enlarge  the  main  building  of  the  poor-house,  by  making  the 
wing  buildings  half  as  large  again.  The  cost  of  this  addition  will  be  about  800/. 
Captain  Hart  proposes  to  pay  this  cost  out  of  the  rates  : if  your  Board  approve 
this  outlay,  plans  and  specifications  can  be  sent  to  Scariff  accordingly. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  27,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  proposed  enlargement  of  the  workhouse, 
and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  prepare  and  forward  plans  accordingly. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Hart  -.—December  27,  1847. 

I am  directed  to  forward,  for  your  information,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a 
report  which  they  have  received  from  their  architect,  relative  to  the  proposal  for 
enlarging  the  workhouse  accommodation  of  Scariff  Union;  and  I am  to  inform 
you  that  the  Commissioners  have  apprised  Mr.  Wilkinson  that  they  approve  of 
the  proposed  enlargement  of  the  workhouse,  and  have  requested  him  to  prepare 
and  forward  plans  accordingly. 

I am  at  the  same  time,  to  state  that  it  would  be  more  equitable  to  borrow  the 
money  for  this  purpose,  under  the  35th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  and 
not  to  expend  the  whole  of  it  out  of  the  present  rate. 


Scariff  Union. 
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Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  25,  1847. 

I had  hoped  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  have  stated  in  this  report  that 
the  female  school  children  and  the  aged  and  infirm  female  paupers  had  been 
removed  from  the  workhouse  to  the  two  buildings  which  I had  engaged  for 
their  respective  accommodation;  unfortunately  this  intention  has  been  frus- 
trated for  the  present,  owing  to  the  contractor  for  the  blankets  having  to 
.-send  to  London  for  the  supply.  I trust,  therefore,  that  the  Commissioners 
will  consider  that  I exercised  a proper  judgment  in  advising  the  Vice-Guar- 
•dians  to  immediately  purchase  in  Limerick  bedding  lor  500  persons;  as  unless 
.arrangements  are  speedily  made  to  render  the  workhouse  extensively  available 
for  the  reception  of  able-bodied  paupers  next  week,  a storm  of  destitution  will, 
I fear,  break  upon  us  which  we  shall  not  easily  weather.  Should  it  be 
intended  to  grant  to  this  Union  any  portion  of  the  navy  clothing  and  pursers’ 
■stores  now  in  charge  of  Sir  R.  Routh,  I would  earnestly  request  that  it  might 
be  sent  here  with  the  least  possible  delay ; and  I venture  to  express  my  belie! 
that  there  is  no  Union  in  Ireland  more  in  need  of  a supply  of  the  clothing  in 
question  than  the  Scariff  Union. 

Referring  to  the  subject  of  erecting  additional  accommodation  on  the  work- 
house  premises,  it  appears  to  me,  after  having  duly  reconsidered  the  matter  in 
all  its  bearings,  that  a permanent  enlargement  of  the  workhouse,  by  adding 
another  section  to  each  of  the  wings,  would  be  the  most  advantageous  plan  to 
adopt;  and  as  Mr.  Wilkinson,  the  Board’s  Architect,  who  visited  this  place 
on  Sunday  last,  expressed  his  perfect  concurrence  in  the  design,  and  considered 
the  enclosed  estimate  very  moderate,  I am  anxious  to  receive,  at  the  earliest 
possible  period,  the  Commissioners’  authority  to  enter  into  the  contract,  and  for 
which  forms  will  be  required. 

My  objections  to  the  temporary  accommodation  which  I proposed  should  be 
erected,  are,  1st,  That  it  might,  and  from  what  I can  learn,  most  probably 
would  be  burned  down ; and,  2ndly,  That  permanent  buildings  can,  I now  find, 
be  constructed  at  less  than  double  the  cost  of  temporary  ones. 

Mr.  Wilkinson,  of  course,  considers  this  period  of  the  year  unfavourable  for 
building,  and  that  the  1st  of  March  next  would  be  quite  early  enough  to  com- 
mence operations.  I beg  to  say  that  I entirely  concur  with  that  gentleman  in 
every  opinion  which  he  expressed  on  that  subject,  and  that  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  I should  consider  it  the  height  of  folly  to  commence  building  at 
this  season  of  the  year ; but,  situated  as  this  Union  is  at  present,  we  must  bend 
to  circumstances,  which  no  effort  can  control ; I,  therefore,  earnestly  hope  that 
the  Commissioners  will  grant  the  necessary  authority  for  a contract  being 
entered  into  for  the  immediate  erection  of  another  section  to  each  of  the  wings 
of  the  Scariff  workhouse.  With  the  increased  means  which  this  accommoda- 
tion will  afford  I confidently  hope  to  effectually  stave  off  the  calamity  of  giving 
out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  persons ; but,  on  the  other  hand,  in  the  absence 
of  this  indispensable  assistance  I must  candidly  express  my  conviction  that  the 
evil  must  be  shortly  succumbed  to,  for  the  people  have  become  so  demoralized 
as  to  be  plotting  what  they  conceive  to  be  a deeply  laid  scheme  which  they 
imagine  will  force  forward  a general  issue  of  out-door  relief.  It  is  their 
determination,  I learn,  to  fill  up  all  the  accommodation  we  have  provided,  and 
then,  they  argue,  that  we  must  give  indiscriminate  out-door  relief.  Now  the 
immediate  commencement  to  build  on  the  premises,  and  an  intimation  that  this 
would  be  promptly  continued  to  any  required  extent,  would  abundantly  demon- 
strate to  the  population  in  general  the  utter  futility  of  any  attempts  to  “ fill  us 
up,”  and  a reaction  would  take  place  by  which  we  should  be  effectually  relieved 
from  all  except  the  really  destitute. 

Enclosures. 

Tomgraney,  December  15,  1847. 

I propose  to  erect  two  additional  wings  to  the  Scariff  Union  workhouse  similar  in  every 
respect  to  those  adjoining. 

To  be  finished  in  a proper  and  workmanlike  manner,  and  subject  to  the  inspection  of  any 
competent  person,  for  the  sum  of  7807. 

The  entire  work  to  be  strictly  in  conformity  and  in  exact  accordance  with  present  building 
To  be  finished  in  four  months  from  date  of  agreement.  Security  to  be  given  for  due  perform 
ance  of  contract. 

P.  Sullivan,  Builder. 
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Mr.  Sullivan  will  engage  to  have  one  section  ready  by  the  1st  March 
and  the  other  by  the  10th  April  next.  N.  G.  Hart. 

Each  section  would  afford  barrack  accommodation  for  300  soldiers,  and 
consequently  sleeping  room  for  300  paupers. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — December  29,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  return  the  estimate  herewith,  and 
to  send  you  a copy  of  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  observations  in  regard  to  it,  as  well  as 
the  usual  form  of  contract  bond,  which  may  be  adapted  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  Union.  When  so  adapted,  and  the  several  banks  for  the  names  of  the 
sureties  and  other  particulars  are  duly  filled  up,  it  should  be  submitted  to  the 
Commissioners  for  examination,  before  being  executed. 

Enclosure. 

The  amount  of  estimate  is  a fair  sum.  I would  suggest  that  the  contractor  should  be 
required  to  put  windows  in  the  new  outside  wall  instead  of  the  present  blank  window  openings, 
the  sills  of  which  can  be  removed  for  the  new  outside  wall.  The  quoins  of  ihe  angles  should 
also  be  pulled  down  and  be  rebuilt  in  the  new  wall. 

A fire-place  will  also  be  required  in  the  new  outside  wall,  and  the  gatew  ay  will  have  to  be 
removed. 

December  27,  1847.  George  Wilkinson. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Trevelyan  : — December  27,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  constabulary  report  forwarded  by  you  to  this 
office,  relative  to  the  death  of  William  Danalier,  at  Moyno,  County  Clare,  I 
am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the 
Poor  in  Ireland,  to  forward  for  your  information,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a report 
and  of  its  enclosure,  which  they  have  received  from  the  Temporary  Inspector, 
Captain  Hart,  on  the  subject. 


Enclosures. 

Extract  from  Abstract  of  Constabulary  Reports,  11th  December,  1847- 
Clare. — “ Wm.  Danalier  died  at  Moyno,  on  the  9th  instant,  from  want  and  destitution.” 


Captain  Hart,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  23,  1847. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  I beg  to  acquaint  you  that,  after  due  inquiry 
into  the  case,  I find  that  William  Danalier  died  of  old  age  and  infirmity,  on  Sunday  the  5th 
instant. 

In  addition  to  the  particulars  contained  in  the  report,  addressed  to  me  by  the  relieving  officer, 
I wish  to  state  that,  the  poor  man  was  furnished  with  a good  meal  of  warm  milk  and  bread  at 
the  workhouse  on  the  3rd  instant,  and  that  he  would  have  been  kept  in  the  house  had  he  not 
himself  preferred  the  out-door  relief.  It  appears,  also,  that  he  was  an  inmate  of  the  workhouse 
from  the  19th  January  to  the  19th  July  of  the  present  year,  and  that  he  left  it  of  his  own 
accord,  preferring  the  life  of  a wandering  beggar. 


Mr.  Purcell,  Relieving  Officer,  to  Captain  Hart,  Inspector: — December  22,  1847. 

In  conformity  with  your  instructions,  I beg  to  inform  you  that  William  Danalier, 
deceased,  applied  to  me  for  relief  on  the  14th  November,  1847,  and  that  on  the  23rd  of 
November  he  was,  with  his  wife  and  one  child,  allowed  3s.  per  week.  I paid  his  wife  and 
child  Is.  6df.  per  week,  which  was  their  portion.  Danalier  did  not  live1  with  his  wife — was  a 
wandering  beggar;  I reserved  his  portion,  namely  Is.  6 d.  per  week,  for  him,  in  the  mean  time 
making  all  possible  inquiries  after  him. 

On  Friday,  the  3rd  December  instant,  I paid  him  3s.  at  the  workhouse,  being  the  allowance 
for  that  and  the  previous  week.  On  that  day  he  had  no  immediate  symptoms  of  death ; he 
had  been  a feeble  old  man  for  the  last.  12  months.  On  that  day  he  pointed  out  to  me  a little 
boy,  his  son,  to  whom  he  wished  that  I should  give  his  weekly  allowance  in  future.  He  died 
on  Sunday,  the  5th  December  instant,  at  Moyno,  of  old  age  and  infirmity. 


3 Q 


Scariff  Union. 
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Captain  Hart. to  the  Commissioners: — January  1,  1848. 

This  day  terminates  a week  of  severe  trial  to  many  a destitute  family  in 
the  Scariff  Union,  and  not  less  so  to  the  Poor  Law  establishment  here,  who 
are  making  strenuous  efforts,  with  inadequate  means,  to  afford  the  necessary 
measure  of  relief.  J 

Unhappily  the  idle  and  worthless,  as  well  as  the  really  destitute,  make  the 
workhouse  a focus  at  which  to  assemble  on  Board  days ; and  the  former  are 
ever  ready  to  create  disturbance,  and  only  lack  the  courage  to  break  the  peace. 
Thus  on  Wednesday,  when  a commencement  was  made  to  receive  into  the 
house  a certain  number  of  the  most  destitute,  to  whom  the  respective  relievin'5- 
officers  had  been  authorized  to  issue  tickets  of  admission,  a general  uproar  was 
made  by  a set  of  idle  fellows,  who  insisted  that  a shilling  a-head  should  be  at 
once  distributed.  It  became  necessary,  therefore,  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the 
police  to  preserve  order ; and  after  the  lapse  of  several  hours  we  were  enabled 
to  bring  about  100  most  wretched  objects,  who  were  placed  for  the  night  in 
the  probationary  wards  ; other  poor  creatures  who  would  have  been  also 
admitted,  had  straggled  away  in  despair  after  nightfall,  but  were  received  the 
following  day,  when  the  house  lately  purchased  in  Scariff,  and  also  the  pro- 
bationary wards,  were  filled  with  pauper  families,  who  are  being  classified  and 
drafted,  some  to  the  female  school  at  Moynoe,  and  others  into  the  body  of  the 
workhouse,  as  fast  as  clothing  can  be  got  ready. 

The  removal  of  all  the  female  school  children  to  Moynoe  House,  and  the 
occupation  of  the  small  house  in  Scariff,  have  contributed  to  rere-off  an 
enormous  pressure  of  destitution,  but  which  is  by  no  means  yet  altogether 
removed.  I confidently  hope,  however,  that  the  premises  which  I hired 
yesterday  will  enable  us  to  relieve  every  case  of  undoubted  destitution  of  the 
able-bodied  class  which  may  present  itself  during  the  next  few  weeks ; but 
this  prove  inadequate,  I expect  to  have  yet  in  my  power  to  secure 
additional  accommodation.  Any  outlay  in  the  shape  of  rent  will  be  preferable 
to  giving  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men,  a calamity  which  I am  doing  all 
m my  power  to  avert. 

The  premises  which  I hired  yesterday  arc  situated  in  Tomgraney,  about  half 
a mile  irom  the  Scariff  workhouse.  They  consist  of  a large  corn  store  and  a 
good  sized  house.  For  the  store,  which  contains  three  lofts,  60  feet  by  18, 
together  with  another  loft  running  at  right  angles,  40  feet  by  20,  and  the  kiln, 

I have  agreed  to  pay  a rent  of  80/.  for  one  year.  The  house  I have  also  engaged, 
but  for  one  year,  at  a rent  of  15/.  only,  in  consideration  of  sundry  repairs  bein'5- 
necessary,  and  which  we  shall  have  to  make. 

I am  thankful  to  have  the  necessary  authority  for  making  the  preliminary 
arrangements  towards  the  immediate  commencement  of  the  permanent  enlarge- 
ment of  the  workhouse ; and  I did  not  fail  to  give  effect  to  the  suggestion  of 
borrowing  money  for  building  purposes,  in  preference  to  making  an  indent  upon 
the  rate,  which  is  now  in  process  of  collection.  A loan  wifi,  accordingly  be 
adverbsed  for ; but  we  may  after  all  fail  in  obtaining  it,  as  the  credit  of  the 
bcantt  Union  was  brought  to  a very  low  ebb  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians. 

I beg  leave,  in  conclusion,  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  approbation  and 
support  which  I have  received  from  head  quarters  in  my  humble,  but  I trust 
zealous,  exertions  here.  It  is  this  which  upholds  me  in  my  present  difficult 
position,  threatened  as  I am  on  one  side  for  starving  the  people,  and  abused  on 
the  other  for  taxing  the  rate-payers.  My  line  of  duty,  however,  is  sufficiently 
defined ; and  all  attempts,  therefore,  either  to  influence  or  intimidate  me,  will 
prove  alike  unavailing. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  5,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  approve  of  the 
measures  adopted  by  you,  and  that  they  are  fully  sensible  of  the  difficulties 
with  which  you  and  the  Vice-Guardians  have  to  contend ; but  the  Commissioners 
trust  that,  by  your  persevering  in  the  same  line  of  conduct  which  you  have 
hitherto  pursued,  those  difficulties  may  be  successfully  surmounted. 
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Mr.  Fisher,  Vice-Guardian  of  Scariff  Union,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 
January  6,  1848. 

In  the  absence  of  my  colleague,  Mr.  Christy,  from  illness,  I liave'the  honour 
to  submit  the  following  report  relative  to  the  collection  of  rates  in  this  Union,  and 
to  the  general  state  of  its  affairs,  concluding  with  a report  of  the  state  of  the 
workhouse  at  the  time  of  our  commencing  the  discharge  of  our  duties  as  Vice- 
Guardians,  and  of  its  state  at  the  present  time. 

Immediately  upon  our  appointment,  the  question  of  the  imposition  of  a new  rate 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  workhouse,  as  well  as  for 
liquidating  the  large  accumulation  of  debt  which  had  been  incurred  and  left  unpaid 
by  the  late  Guardians,  became  the  subject  of  anxious  inquiry  and  deliberation. 

About  five  weeks  were  occupied  with  the  necessary  inquiries  and  arrangements, 
which  included  the  question  as  to  what  valuation  should  be  adopted,  and  as  to  the 
qualifications  and  securities  of  the  existing  collectors,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  rate 
which  ought  to  be  struck.  The  careful  preparation  of  the  rate-books  and  the  col- 
lectors’ books  also  occupied  a considerable  portion  of  this  period. 

On  the  3rd  December,  the  rate-books  and  the  warrants  for  the  collectors  were 
signed,  and  were  immediately  given  to  each  collector,  whose  securities  were  per- 
fected. This  was  the  case  with  all  of  them,  except  the  collector  for  the  Scariff 
electoral  division.  In  this  case,  the  sureties  had  signed  the  old  form  of  bond, 
previous  to  the  new  form  being  received  by  the  clerk ; but  on  getting  notice  that 
their  signatures  were  required  to  the  new  form  they  declined  to  come  forward,  and 
John  M'Namara,  the  collector,  was  unable  to  obtain  any  other  solvent  securities. 
From  information  since  received,  we  have  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  that  it 
became  necessary  to  appoint  a new  collector  for  the  Scariff  electoral  division. 
Some  delay  was  thus  incurred  before  the  legal  appointment  of  a new  collector 
could  be  made.  That  was  accomplished  on  the  29th  of  December,  and  on  the 
3rd  instant,  the  warrant  for  the  Scariff  collection  was  handed  to  Mr.  Lawrence 
Taylor.  Another  delay  has  occurred  in  consequence  of  the  suspension  and  dis- 
missal of  Johu  Callaghan,  the  collector  for  Kilnoe,  for  neglect  and  misconduct. 

In  Killaloe,  Mr.  Scanlan,  the  collector,  has  been  proceeding  in  a very  satis- 
factory manner,  and  has  shown  diligence  and  correctness  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  although  no  sum  appears  on  the  minutes,  as  collected  and  paid  on  this 
division  during  the  week.  This  arises  from  the  delay  in  the  acknowledgment  of 
sums  in  course  of  transmission  to  the  treasurer,  but  which  will  appear  on  next 
week’s  minutes.  At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Scanlan,  the  same  collector,  has  made  no 
progress  in  Ogunnella.  This  has  been  chiefly  owing,  as  he  states,  to  the  refusal 
of  Simon  Purdon,  Esq.,  late  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  pay  his  rates, 
after  appointing  a day  for  doing  so.  In  consequence  of  this  appointment,  the 
collector  did  not  serve  him  with  notice ; but  on  calling  for  the  rate  on  the  day 
agreed  upon  he  was  told  by  Mr.  Purdon  that  the  rate  was  unjust  and  illegal, 
and  that  proceedings  were  taken  in  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench  to  quash  it. 
Mr.  Scanlan  attended  the  Board  on  Tuesday,  the  4th  instant,  and  made  this  report, 
whereon  he  was  desired  to  proceed  in  the  most  summary  way  against  Mr.  Purdon. 

Owing  to  extreme  pressure  of  business  this  week,  and  the  absence  of  Mr.  Christy, 
from  illness,  the  report  of  the  collection  is  not  so  perfect  as  I could  wish ; but  for 
the  future  it  shall  have  our  careful  attention  weekly,  and  we  mean  to  forward  it 
every  Friday. 

The  following  sketch  will  give  some  idea  of  the  progress  in  each  division  up  to 
this  time,  so  far  as  is  reported : — 


To 
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4 
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We  have  generally  to  remark,  that  delay  has  taken  place  from  the  unwillingness 
of  the  collectors  to  proceed  to  extremities  where  they  saw  preparations  making  to 
meet  the  rate,  and  where  a little  time  was  demanded.  They  state  that  they  have 
served  notices  to  a considerable  extent,  on  which  they  will  proceed  at  once,  if 
payment  be  not  made. 

All  of  the  collectors,  except  Mr.  Taylor,  attended  on  Tuesday,  the  4th  instant, 
and  each  was  strictly  and  carefully  admonished  by  Captain  Hart,  who  pressed  on 
them  the  importance  of  an  immediate  and  vigorous  progress  being  made  in  their 
collection,  and  that  no  excuse  would  be  taken  for  their  not  collecting  quickly, 
unless  they  could  show  that  they  had  taken  immediate  and  legal  proceedings  in 
every  case  of  default.  We  have  reason  to  expect,  from  all  that  has  passed, 
together  with  the  example  of  Callaghan’s  dismissal,  that  a vigorous  effort  will  be 
made  this  week,  with  some  effect,  to  collect  a considerable  sum. 

While  so  little  progress  has  as  yet  been  made  in  the  collection,  and  the  weekly 
expenses  of  the  Union  being  more  than  ordinary,  owing  to  the  existing  want  of 
clothing  and  bedding,  not  only  for  new  admissions,  but  to  replace  the  old  and 
worn-out  garments  and  bedding  of  the  whole  establishment,  no  steps  have  as  yet 
been  taken  towards  relieving  the  Union  from  its  pecuniary  embarrassments.  The 
heavy  debt  of  nearly  6000/.  still  remains  unliquidated,  nothing  having  been  paid 
of  the  engagements  of  the  late  Guardians,  except  the  current  salaries  of  the  officers 
of  the  house  to  the  29th  September  last,  and  a few  small  debts  due  to  needy  per- 
sons, to  prevent  their  becoming  chargeable  to  the  Union  as  paupers.  Some  of  the 
officers  of  the  house  still  hold  in  their  possession  unpaid  cheques  of  the  late 
Guardians  on  the  treasurer,  for  which  receipts  were  duly  given,  and  have  passed 
the  auditor.  It  would  be  very  desirable  if  arrangements  could  be  made  for  the 
gradual  payment  of  the  outstanding  cheques,  many  of  which  have  passed  from 
hand  to  hand,  and  on  some  of  which  law  proceedings  either  have  been  taken  or  are 
threatened. . The  amount  of  those  cheques  is  now  about  3500/.,  and  we  think,  if 
paid  according  to  priority  of  date,  if  the  collection  proceeds  satisfactorily,  thev 
might  all  be  liquidated  in  the  course  of  this  and  the  next  month.  A list  of  the 
cheques  ordered  to  be  paid,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  the  Vice-Guardians, 
might  be  transmitted  weekly  to  the  treasurer;  and  public  notice  given  to  the  holders 
of  such  cheques  to  present  them  at  the  bank  for  payment,  might  be  given  by 
advertisement.  This  is  a subject  on  which  we  have  felt  some  difficulty,  aud  would 
be  glad  of  the  advice  and  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners. 

After  payment  of  the  outstanding  cheques,  we  propose  to  examine  the  outstand- 
ing accounts  as  certified  by  the  master,  and  to  arrange  for  payment  of  such  as 
appear  correct  and  equitable,  and  as  much  as  possible  by  priority  of  date.  We  do 
not  think  that  a meeting  of  creditors  would  lead  to  any  satisfactory  arrangement, 
but  might  tend  in  our  present  situation  to  embarrass  us  further. 

The  pressure  at  present  on  our  time  and  thoughts,  as  well  as  upon  our  funds, 
arises  from  the  great  amount  of  unrelieved  destitution,  which  has  increased  more 
rapidly  than  we  have  immediate  means  of  meeting.  Although  we  have  additional 
room  between  Moynoe  and  other  houses,  for  about  700  to  800  paupers  more  than 
the  limit  assigned  to  the  original  workhouse,  yet  we  are  prevented  from  receiving 
that  number  by  the  want  of  clothing  and  bedding,  which  we  cannot  procure  quickly 
enough  to  meet  our  daily  necessities.  The  duties  of  the  master,  matron,  porter, 
medical  officer,  and  clerk,  are  necessarily  very  much  increased  by  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Union;  and  we  are  embarrassed  by  the  immediate  necessity  of 
providing  assistants,  and  the  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  persons  on  the  spot.  It 
is  unreasonable  to  expect,  that  the  officers  above  named  should  be  subjected  to  an 
increase  of  duty  to  so  great  an  extent  without  adequate  additional  remuneration ; 
and  it  is  vain  to  expect  that  the  business  will  be  efficiently  and  satisfactorily  per- 
formed, unless  sufficient  inducement  be  held  out  to  the  officers,  to  engage  their 
willing  co-operation  with  the  Vice-Guardians.  Although  in  the  present  state  of 
our  finances,  it  might  appear  unjust  to  the  creditors  of  the  Union  to  announce  any 
increase  of  salaries,  we  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  some  conditional  pledge 
to  the  officers  who  have  increased  and  onerous  duties  to  perform,  that  as  soon  as 
the  finances  of  the  Union  will  admit  of  it,  a retrospective  allowance  for  extra  ser- 
vices will  be  considered  by  the  Guardians. 

As,  however,  some  immediate  measures  are  necessary 'to  ensure  the  regular 
government  of  the  bouse,  and  the  labour  now  devolving  on  the  master  is  far  too 
great  for  him  to  perform  satisfactorily,  we  would  recommend  the  temporary 
appointment  of  Patrick  Farrell,  the  porter,  to  be  acting  assistant  master  at  a 
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salary  of  251.  per  annum,  and  that  an  assistant  porter  be  appointed  at  9Z.  per 
annum,  with  rations.  P.  Farrell  is  a very  clever  efficient  person,  and  fully  capable 
of  keeping  all  the  accounts,  and,  from  his  character  and  conduct,  well  deserving 
of  promotion. 

So  far  we  have  taken  a review  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  as  regards  out- 
standing debts  and  present  difficulties.  It  remains  to  be  stated,  that  a sum  of 
from  1500Z.  to  2000Z.  must  be  expended  during  the  next  two  months,  in  paying' 
for  materials  for  clothing  and  bedding ; and  that  if  we  have  to  provide  for  2000 
in-door  paupers,  which  we  think  is  a minimum  number,  and  may  extend  to  many 
hundreds  more,  the  current  expenses  will  require  about  2001  per  week,  while  the 
relief  to  externs  will  not  fall  short  of  120Z.  per  week.  In  addition  to  these,  are 
the  two  temporary  fever  hospitals  inFeakle  andTulla,  at  an  expense  of  about  50Z. 
per  week  for  both. 

This  will  form  a total  weekly  expenditure  of  . £ 370 

Or,  for  three  months  for  subsistence  . . £ 5,000 

Clothing  2,000 

Debts 6,000 


Total  . . . £13,000 

leaving  but  a small  surplus  to  cover  arrears  of  rate  and  cost  of  collection  ; so  that, 
at  the  25th  March,  it  is  likely  we  shall  again  be  under  the  necessity  of  striking  an 
additional  rate,  or  of  asking  assistance  from  the  Treasury. 

We  are  not  acquainted  with  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  other  embarrassed 
Unions  ; but  we  can  scarcely  suppose  the  worst  of  them  to  have  been  placed  in 
such  a difficult  position  as  Scariff,  or  that  there  is  one  where  Vice- Guardians  and 
Inspector  have  had  to  contend  with  such  fearful  difficulties,  oppressive  in  the  highest 
degree,  not  only  to  our  mental  faculties,  but  to  our  feelings  of  humanity  and  com- 
passion for  the  destitution  and  suffering  around  us.  Were  it  not  for  the  cordial 
and  efficient  co-operation  of  Captain  Hart,  and  the  support  which  we  receive  from 
his  counsel  and  assistance,  our  situation  would  be  nearly  untenable. 

Having  mentioned  the  temporary  fever  hospitals  of  Feakle  and  Tulla,  it  affords 
opportunity  to  state  that  we  are  most  anxious,  as  soon  as  we  can  accomplish  it,  to 
establish  in  this  neighbourhood  a general  fever  hospital  for  the  Union.  One  of 
our  embarrassments  at  present  is,  the  number  of  cases  of  fever  in  the  families 
of  able-bodied  men,  which  we  cannot  relieve  without  violating  the  letter  of  the 
law,  or  without  bringing  fever  cases  at  once  into  the  workhouse.  In  some  of  these 
cases  we  have  strained  a point  to  class  the  head  of  the  family  as  subjected  to 
temporary  infirmity,  in  order  to  relieve  the  pressing  cases  of  fever  by  medical  and 
other  relief,  out  of  the  house. 

It  is,  however,  very  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
very  unfavourable  circumstances  with  which  we  have  had  to  contend,  the  health 
of  the  paupers  in  the  house  continues  generally  good.  Although  fever  has  been 
prevalent  out  of  doors,  and  we  have  been  obliged  to  afford  out-door  relief  to  many 
families  in  fever,  yet  we  have  only  five  cases  of  fever  now  in  the  infirmary,  and  two 
slight  cases  at  Moynoe.  It  is  grievous,  however,  to  see  the  great  prevalence  of 
that  frightful  scourge,  small-pox,  of  which  there  are  two  cases  now  at  Moynoe, 
and  several  children,  both  there  and  at  this  workhouse,  have  recently  recovered 
from  the  disease.  We  have  been  pressing  on  Dr.  Egan  the  necessity  of  vaccina- 
tion, and  of  forcing  the  mothers  in  the  workhouse  to  allow  their  children  to  submit 
to  the  operation,  to  which  the  doctor  says  he  finds  the  greatest  unwillingness. 
Most  of  the  infants  recently  admitted  are  in  too  emaciated  and  weak  a state  to  be 
likely  subjects  to  receive  and  transmit  a healthy  virus.  This  subject  shall  continue 
to  have  our  attention. 

As  to  the  state  of  the  workhouse  when  we  first  entered  upon  the  discharge  of 
our  duties  here,  I have  the  honour  to  report  that  it  then  contained  about  700 
paupers,  who  were  fed  on  Indian  meal  porridge  twice  in  the  day  with  milk:  The 
bedding  in  the  house  was  very  deficient,  and  mostly  very  much  worn,  and  in  bad 
order.  Most  of  the  paupers  were  in  a ragged  condition,  from  want  of  proper 
clothing.  The  tailor  and  shoemaker  employed  in  the  house  at  weekly  wages,  were 
unpaid  for  many  months,  as  well  as  the  salaried  officers  of  the  house  of  all 
grades.  Every  other  necessary  article,  a supply  of  which  should  have  been  in 
the  house,  was  wanting:  even  the  daily  food  of  the  paupers  was  refused  by  the 
contractors,  without  individual  guarantees  for  payment.  Copies  of  writs  for 
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debts  were  lying  on  the  Board-room  table,  and  a sheriff’s  officer  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  property  of  the  house.  At  this  time  the  demand  for  admission  was 
not  very  great,  and  orders  were  only  given  in  those . cases  which  appeared  most 
pressing;  while,  by  removing  as  many  as  could  be  easily  and  legally  placed  on 
out-door  relief,  it  was  endeavoured  to  keep  the  number  in  the  house  as  near  700 
as  possible.  The  arrangements  for  keeping  the  able-bodied  paupers  at  work, 
were  imperfect  and  unsatisfactory;  but  without  means  at  their  disposal,  the  Vice- 
Guardians  could  not  rigidly  enforce  all  the  rules.  The  boys’  school  was  destitute 
of  the  necessary  materials  for  their  instruction  : the  children  were  ill-clothed,  and 
therefore  not  cleanly  in  appearance.  The  girls’  school,  although  deficient,  was 
better  supplied,  the  girls  better  clothed,  and  apparently  in  much  better  order,  and 
many  of  them  well  instructed.  The  conduct  of  Miss  Malone,  the  schoolmistress, 
under  great  discouragements,  seems  to  have  been  exemplary,  and  has  given  us  a 
favourable  opinion  of  her  character  and  capabilities. 

A very  unpleasant  job  was  in  operation  at  the  time  of  our  appointment,  and 
which,  from  having  been  too  long  deferred,  was  one  of  tediousness  and  difficulty, 
namely,  the  cleansing  of  the  necessaries.  The  labour  and  consequent  disagreeable 
and  unwholesome  effluvia  continued  for  some  weeks. 

The  want  of  funds  for  immediate  expenses  was  supplied  by  the  loan  of  200 1, 
procured  for  us  by  the/' Commissioners ; and  when  that  was  exhausted  a further 
loan  from  the  British  Relief  Association,  through  Captain  Hart,  enabled  us  to 
provide  for  pressing  wants  until  the  new  rate  began  to  he  collected.  .As  soon  as 
it  could  prudently  he  done,  contracts  were  entered  into  for  the  supply  of  beddincr 
and  clothing  for  about  S00  paupers;  but  in  consequence  of  taking  Moynoe  house 
for  the  female  children,  and  an  almost  immediate  and  pressing  demand  lor  admis- 
sion to  the  workhouse  from  all  quarters,  an  additional  supply  of  clothing  and 
bedding  materials  was  ordered  by  us  from  Limerick  and  Dublin  immediately,  and 
which  are  now  in  process  of  being  made  ready  for  use.  We  have  also  just  received, 
through  Captain  Hart,  from  the  Ordnance  stores  in  Limerick,  a considerable 
supply  of  soldiers’  cast  rugs,  and  some  blankets  and  sheets. 

The  pressure  for  admission  from  famishing  multitudes  on  each  of  the  relieving 
officers,  but  chiefly  in  Tulla  and  Feakle,  has  been  so  sudden,  and  to  such  an 
extent,  that  we  have  been  obliged  to  provide  temporary  accommodation  in  a house 
in  Scariff  for  about  100  women  and  children,  for  whom  we  had  no  clothes  ready ; 
and  in  the  store  we  have  hired  at  Tomgrany,  we  have  provided  room  for  about 
300  of  all  classes  in  a temporary  manner,  until  clothing  is  ready  for  them.  In 
addition  to  these,  we  have  been  obliged  to  take  190  into  the  probationary  wards, 
while  further  room  is  preparing  in  the  store  at  Tomgrany.  We  were  obliged  .to 
adopt  this  expedient  to  prevent  their  spending  the  night  on  the  road. 

By  the  addition  we  have  made  to  the  house  room,  by.  converting  the  late  stables 
into  dormitories,  we  have  room  with  comfort  for  750  paupers  in  the  present  work- 
house.  We  shall  be  able  to  keep  100  in  Clune’s  house,  about  350. in  the  store  in 
romgrany,  and  about  100  in  Hickey’s  house : these,  with  300  at  Moynoe,  will 
amount  to  1600.  Having  this  day  over  1400  on  the  books,  and  the  remaining 
200  at  hand  ready  to  enter,  we  must  immediately  endeavour  to. procure  further 
room. 

The  diet  of  the  paupers  has  been  for  some  time  altered  by. recommendation  of 
the  medical  officer,  and  brown  bread  has  been  substituted  for  the  afternoon  meal 
instead  of  porridge,  as  heretofore.  The  clothing  of  all  classes  continues  ragged 
and  deficient,  although  we  have  tailors  and  women  at  constant  work  making  up 
new  articles  as  fast  as  materials  arrive.  It  will  take  some  weeks  before  suf- 
ficiency of  new.  clothes  is  made  to  clothe  all  those  now  on  the  books.  The  wa^es 
of  tailors  and  shoemakers  are  now  regularly  paid,  as  well  as  the  hills- of  .the  con- 
tractors for  provisions,  fuel,  straw,  and  other  necessaries.  The  clothing  con- 
tractors have  agreed,  in  most  instances,  for  payment  in  two  months.  The  .writs 
issued  against  the  Union,  for  various  debts  contracted  by  the  late  Guardians,. still 
remain  unsatisfied,  and  the  sheriff’s  officer  continues  in  charge  on  the  premises. 

The  state  of  the  house,  as  to  cleanliness  and  subordination,  is.  not  at  all  satis- 
factory, owing  to  the  extraordinary  circumstances  in  which  the  master  is  placed. 

I he  number  of  paupers  who  have  to  take -their  meals  in  successive  troops,  and 
the  necessity  of  a large  number  being  admitted  for  this  purpose  in  -their  own 
c otlnng,  causes  much  unpleasant , confusion,  and  render's  .classification  and  .order 
much  more  .difficult.  For  the  present,  we  shall  have  to  appoint  some  superin- 
tendents, both  male  and  -female,  to;assist.theimaster  and  matron. 
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The  dormitories  are  kept  clean  and  regular  ; hut  the  dining-hall,  and  the  yards 
and  day-rooms  are  not  in  the  state  they  ought  to  be,  if  matters  were  in  an  ordinary 
train. 

There  are  now  on  the  books  of  Moynoe  house  209  female  children,  and  some 
adult  women  to  assist  in  cooking,  &c.  Over  these  we  hare  placed  Mr.  Samuel 
Shaw,  and  his  wife  as  matron ; and  increasing  the  salary  of  Miss  Malone,  as 
schoolmistress,  to  \5l.  per  annum.  This  we  considered  to  be  a better  arrangement 
than  that  at  first  proposed  of  uniting  the  offices  of  matron  and  schoolmistress  ; and 
we  think  Miss  Malone  deserving  of  the  addition  to  Iler  salary,  and  entitled  to  it 
on  account  of  increased  duties. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — January  11,  1848. 

tt  • *ke  arrangement  for  discharging  the  outstanding  debts  of  the 

Union,  the  Commissioners  feel  that  the  subject  is  one  of  much  difficulty.  They 
do  not,  however,  see  any  course  which  is  less  open  to  objection  than  the  one 
suggested  by  yon  ; but  they  think  the  propriety  of  publicly  advertising  from  time 
to  time,  the  claims  which  the  Vice-Guardians  are  ready  to  discharge  may  he 
questionable.  At  all  events,  the  Commissioners  think  that  if  that  course  be 
adopted,  an  advertisement  should  in  the  first  instance  be  issued,  stating  fully  and 
clearly  the  course  which  the  Vice-Guardians  intend  to  adopt,  and  announcing 
that  lists  of  the  claims  will  be  from  time  to  time  advertised,  as  the  Vice-Guardians 
may  be  enabled  to  provide  for  their  discharge. 

The  Commissioners  feel  the  justice  of  the  Vice-Guardians’  views  in  regard  to 
the  officers  salaries ; but  as  regards  the  suggestion  that  a promise  of  retrospective 
remuneration  be  held  out,  the  Commissioners  think  that  the  legality  of  such 
retrospective  remuneration  is  open  to  so  much  doubt,  that  they  do  not  think  the 
suggestion  could  properly  he  acted  on.  The  best  course,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  will  probably  be  for  the  Vice-Guardians  to  take  a general 
review  of  the  whole  salaries  of  the  establishment,  and  to  record  on  their  minutes 
the  present  rate  of  salary  to  each  officer,  and  the  increase  which  they  think  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  would  warrant  in  each  instance  where  they  think 
increase  requisite,  setting  forth  at  the  same  time,  the  allowances  to  any  additional 
temporary  assistants  appointed  to  meet  the  present  pressure ; and  showing  also  the 
additional  staff  (with  the  salaries  and  emoluments)  appointed  in  respect  of  each 
additional  workhouse.  Upon  receiving  such  a statement,  the  Commissioners  will 
give  the  subject  their  best  consideration,  and  will  communicate  again  with  the 
Vice-Guardians  thereon. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  on  the  prevalence  of  small-pox,  the  Com- 
missioners think  the  Vice-Guardians  should  take  immediate  steps  for  putting  the 
provisions  of  the  Vaccination  Extension  Act  in  operation  in  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  learn  that  you  are  deprived  of  the  assistance  of 
your  colleague  through  illness,  and  they  trust  that  he  will  soon  be  enabled  to 
resume  the  discharge  of  the  important  duties  which  devolve  upon  him,  in  con- 
junction with  yourself,  as  Vice-Guardian  of  the  Scariff  Union. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  8,  1848. 

I am  happy  to  he:  able  to  report,  that  the  premises  which  I hired  at  Tom- 
grauey,  havei-enabled  us,  during  this  week,  to  effect  a sensible  diminution  of  the 
great  pressure  • for  relief  ;•  there  has  also  been  a considerable  abatement  of  the 
tumultuous  clamour  alluded  to  in  my  last  report. 

For.  a considerable  time,  I have  been  endeavouring  to  hire  a corn  store,  situated 
near  the  bridge  of  Scariff  ; it  contains  three  floors,  each  110  feet  long,  by  18  wide, 
hut  the  enormous  rent  demanded,  (every  person  seeming  determined  to  take 
advantage  of  our  necessities,)  has  hitherto  operated  to  prevent  an  engagement  being 
closed. 

I must,  however,  almost  immediately  secure  this  accommodation;  and  I am  not 
without  hopes  of  being  able  shortly  to  obtain  premises,  to  which  the  male  school 
children  can  he  removed. 

The  total  absence  of  all  previous  arrangements  on  the  part  of  the  latev  Board  of 
Guardians,  added  to  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  in  which  they  left  the  Union, 
renders  it  extremely  difficult,  even  when  house  room  is  obtained,  to  admit  such 
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overwhelming  numbers,  and  at  the  same  time,  to  maintain  discipline  and  classifica- 
tion unimpaired,  The  women  and  children  recently  admitted,  we  have  sent  to  a 
separate  house,  and  the  men  to  another,  all  of  course  necessarily  remain  in  a pro- 
bationary state,  until  clothing  can  be  got  ready. 

I am  thankful  to  be  able  to  add,  that  we  are  enjoying  almost  exemption  from 
sickness,  a circumstance  which  I ascribe  chiefly  to  the  great  cleanliness  and  whole- 
some dietary  ; and  I must  here  offer  my  meed  of  praise  to  the  officers  ol  the  esta- 
blishment, each  of  whom  performs  his  duties  in  an  efficient  and  cheerful  manner, 
which  I cannot  too  higly  estimate  ; indeed,  I never  visited  any  public  institution, 
■which  I consider  better  regulated  than  the  Scariff  workhouse.  Cleanliness  and 
order  pervade  every  department.  The  officers  are  very  inadequately  paid  for  the 
duties  they  are  performing,  and  I therefore  suggest  as  a sound  policy,  as  well  as  an 
act  of  justice,  that  their  salaries  should  be  raised. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  not  progressing  to  my  satisfaction,  I distinctly  inti- 
mated to  the  collectors,  that  unless  more  successful  exertion  were  made,  I should 
deem  it  my  duty  to  recommend  their  dismissal.  Two  or  three  of  them,  I expect,  it 
will  eventually  be  necessary  to  get  rid  of ; my  admonition  has,  however,  produced 
a good  effect,  as  I now  daily  receive  accounts  of  the  receipt  of  money.  Michael 
Conway  having  reported  a rescue  of  cattle,  was  instructed  to  at  once  institute  the 
necessary  legal  proceedings  against  the  offenders,  for  unless  prompt  proceedings 
be  adopted,  an  encouragement  would  be  afforded  for  a combination  to  resist  the 
payment  of  poor  rates. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  12,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  we  have  the  honour  to  state 
that  the  number  of  cases  of  application  for  relief  that  have  come  before  us,  to 
which  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  is  applicable, 
are  not  many,  owing  to  the  relieving  officers  having  instructions  not  to  place 
any  such  on  their  books,  until  they  were  satisfied  that  the  land  held  by  the 
applicant  had  been  properly  and  bond  fide  surrendered. 

We  have  not  in  our  power  to  state  the  number  and  particulars  of  such  cases, 
as  they  were  not  put  on  record  either  by  the  relieving  officer  or  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  the  law  appearing  to  be  imperative  that  such  persons  should  not  be 
relieved. 

In  those  instances  which  were  brought  before  us,  we  invariably  refused  relief 
to  the  applicant  until  he  was  prepared  to  give  such  proof  of  the  bond  fide 
surrender  of  the  land,  as  seemed  to  us  to  be  satisfactory.  The  chief  proof 
which  we  required  was  the  production  of  a certificate  either  from  the  landlord, 
his  agent,  or  under  agent,  that  the  surrender  was  satisfactory.  In  one  instance, 
upon  information  received  that  a pauper  then  in  the  house,  held  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  which  he  refused  to  give  up,  the  pauper  was  called 
up  and  discharged,  and  told  that  he  would  not  be  re-admitted  until  he  brought 
sufficient  proof  that  his  landlord  was  satisfied  with  the  manner  of  his  surrender. 
This  we  found  necessary  to  require,  in  this  and  some  other  cases,  in  consequence 
of  an  evident  collusion  among  joint  tenants,  for  some  of  them  to  seek  relief  in 
the  workhouse  on  the  plea  that  they  had  surrendered  their  land  to  the  remaining 
joint  holders,  while  it  was  pretty  evident  that  they  retained  the  expectation  of 
being  able  to  resume  possession,  as  soon  as  it  would  suit  them  to  quit  the  work- 
house.  In  these  cases  we  required  the  offer  of  surrender  to  be  made  to  th'e 
immediate  lessor,  and  proof  to  be  given  either  of  his  having  accepted  or  refused 
it.  We  had  one  instance  of  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  lessor,  to  accept  the 
surrender,  and  in  this  case  we  only  required  that  the  tender  of  surrender  should 
be  made  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  lessor — and  if  refused,  we  agreed  to  allow 
the  applicant’s  case,  provided  the  land  were  legally  and  bond  fide  given  up  to 
the  joint  tenant.  In  some  cases,  we  found  a reference  to  the  rate-books  a suf- 
ficient proof  of  the  applicant’s  tenure. 

The  cases  here  stated  are  from  recollection  of  the  circumstances,  not  from 
any  record  or  memorandum  taken  at  the  time ; but  they  may  give  an  idea  of 
the  manner  in  which  we  are  disposed  to  carry  out  the  provision  of  the  10th 
section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — January  15,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  are  fully  sensible 
of  the  difficulty  of  acting  on  the  10th  section  of  the  Act  referred  to;  still, 
as  that  section  is  of  extreme  importance,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  express 
their  opinion  upon  it,  for  your  information  and  guidance. 

The  Commissioners  think  that  the  words  of  the  Act  should  be  strictly 
adhered  to,  by  which  no  one  who  occupies  more  than  a quarter  of  a statute  acre 
of  land  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a destitute  person.  Hence  the  Com- 
missioners think  that  the  bond  fide  “ cessation  to  occupy  ” more  than  a quarter 
of  a statute  acre,  is  the  only  point  which  should  be  looked  to  by  you  in  the 
construction  of  the  clause ; and  that  no  additional  unbending  condition  should 
be  insisted  on,  such  as  a certificate  of  surrender  from  a landlord,  or  the  cessa- 
tion to  occupy  even  a quarter  of  an  acre,  or  any  land  of  still  less  extent. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  13,  1848. 

We  have  now  the  honour  to  submit  our  weekly  report  of  this  Union. 

As  yet  in  most  of  the  electoral  divisions  the  collection  is  proceeding  slowly, 
but  we  expect,  as  the  time  advances,  larger  sums  will  be  received,  as  the  pre- 
paration to  take  legal  proceedings  in  cases  of  default  has  been  now  pretty  generally 
made. 

The  following  is  the  state  of  the  collection  to  this  date : — 


To  1st  January. 

To  8th  January. 

Thu  Week. 

Total. 

£. 

d. 

£. 

r. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

Tulla 

406 

5 

7 

170 

10 

3 

24  0 

0 

600 

15 

10 

149 

4 

3 

302 

0 

0 

241 

13 

6 

179 

0 

0 

251  0 

0 

671 

6 

Killuran 

63 

15 

0 

54 

3 

7 

Clonrush 

103 

19 

9 

35 

0 

0 

165  7 

2 

304 

38 

9 

7 

Scariff 

2 

8 

0 

39  1 

6 

41 

6 

Total  . 

964 

18 

1 

781 

11 

5 

479  8 

8 

2,225 

IS 

2 

So  far  as  we  have  the  means  of  judging  from  the  collectors  own  reports,  they 
are  generally  proceeding  with  increased  activity  in  the  collection,  but  have  in 
several  instances  had  to  seize  and  impound  cattle.  In  some  cases  they  have  met 
with  opposition,  and  although  no  personal  violence  has  been  attempted,  some 
cattle  seized  by  the  collectors  were  retaken  and  driven  back  by  the  owners  or 
some  of  their  connexions.  One  person  is  summoned  by  the  collector  of  Feakle 
district  for  rescue,  to  appear  before  the  petty  sessions  at  Feakle  on  Monday,  and 
' another  is  summoned  to  the  petty  sessions  at  Killaloe,  to  be  held  on  Saturday,  for 
rescue  of  cattle  seized  by  the  collector  of  Orgunnella  electoral  division.  The 
latter  is  a tenant  of  S.  Purdon,  Esq.,  and  holds  12  acres  of  land  at  a nominal 
rent.  He  seems  to  be  encouraged  in  refusing  payment  of  his  rates  by  the  example 
of  his  landlord  who  has  not  paid  his  own,  and  who  is  the  chief  proprietor  and 
occupier  of  land  in  Orgunnella  parish.  We  have  not  been  informed  by  the 
collector  what  proceedings  he  has  taken  against  Mr.  Purdon. 

The  total  amount  collected  is  not  as  yet  sufficient  to  discharge  the  obligations 
which  we  have  been  obliged  to  enter  into  for  feeding  and  clothing  the  paupers, 
and  we  are  therefore  unable  to  commence  any  arrangements  for  the  discharge  of 
the  debts  incurred  by  the  late  Guardians. 

We  shall  further  consider  the  subject  of  publicly  advertising  our  intentions  as 
to  the  payment  of  the  outstanding  cheques  before  we  take  any  steps  for  doing  so. 
If  we  can  ascertain  the  names. of  those  persons  who  are  holders  of  cheques  with 
any  degree  of  accuracy,  we  shall  be  glad  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  advertising.  It 
is  our  intention,  however,  to  discharge  all  the  debts  which  we  have  ourselves 
incurred  for  the  immediate  wants  of  the  Union  before  we  pay  any  of  the  engage- 
ments of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians.  It  is  essential  to  the  proper  discharge  of 
our  duties  that  our  credit  should  be  preserved  by  the  punctual  and  exact  fulfilment 
cf  all  our  engagements.  The  chief  part  of  the  clothing  for  which  we  have  con- 
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traded  we  have  promised  to  pay  for  in  two  months,  but  a considerable  portion 
since  ordered  must,  be  paid  for  in  cash. 

In  our  last  report  we  omitted  to  advert  to  that  paragraph  in  your  Itter  of  1st 
instant,  referring  to  the  printed  instructions  to  the  Temporary  Inspectors  of 
Unions. 

We  have  endeavoured  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  to  administer  relief  on  the 
principles  therein  pointed  out,  and  have  given  out-door  relief  in  money  in  every 
case  brought  before  us  where  we  were  satisfied  we  could  legally  do  so. 

In  our  last  report  we  intended  to  have  recommended  your  issuing  a sealed  order, 
authorizing  us  to  give  relief  either  in  money  or  food  to  the  heads  of  families,  any 
of  the  members  of  which  were  afflicted  with  contagious  disease,  and  also  to  able- 
bodied  widows  with  one  child  or  without  children,  to  orphan  children,  and  to 
married  women  with  or  without  children,  whose  husbands  had  left  the  country  or 
were  in  gaol,  and  which  we  now  submit  for  your  consideration.  Such  a measure 
would  relieve  us  from  a considerable  number,  and  enable  us  to  receive  many  able- 
bodied  heads  of  families  who  are  now  daily  besieging  our  doors.  The  constant 
obligation  which  we  feel  ourselves  under  to  receive  into  the  house  such  poor 
creatures  as  appear  ready  to  perish  at  the  door,  continues  to  keep  our  probationary 
wards  crowded,  and  it  is  hut  by  comparatively  slow  degrees  we  can  prepare  clothes 
and  bedding  for  their  increased  numbers.  This  evening  we  had  to  receive  several 
such  cases,  so  that  our  numbers,  including  282  at  Moynoe,  are  about  1800  under 
roof,  while  the  out-door  recipients  of  relief  amount  to  over  3000.  Such  appears 
to  be  the  still  unrelieved  pressure,  that  we  think  it  necessary  to  endeavour  to- 
morrow to  take  houses  in  Killaloe  sufficient  for  the  accommodation  of  at  least 
1000,  and  to  make  a separate  establishment  there  if  we  possibly  can.  Killaloe 
being  the  principal  town  in  the  Union,  we  expect  to  find  more  accommodation 
there  than  we  can  in  any  other  part ; and  it  is  desirable  not  to  have  the  different 
workhouses  too  much  scattered,  as  the  power  of  inspecting  and  superintending 
them  would  he  less.  As  we  pass  through  Killaloe  twice  every  week,  coming  to 
and  going  from  Scariff,  it  will  be  easier  for  us  to  pay  constant  visits  to  any  work- 
house  established  in  that  locality,  than  it  would  be  in  any  other. 

The  great  amount  of  destitution,  so  much  beyond  what  we  at  first  had  any  idea 
of,  now  begins  to  be  almost  appalling,  and  it  becomes  a matter  of  doubt  whether 
it  will  he  possible  to  levy  and  collect  rates  sufficient  to  relieve  the  mass  of  pauperism 
that  seems  every  day  becoming  more  manifest. 

According  to  your  desire  we  have  taken  the  subject  of  the  increased  duties  of 
the  officers  of  the  house  into  our  consideration,  and  on  this  day’s  minutes  have 
submitted  a scale  of  salaries  for  your  approval.  In  case  we  take  additional  houses 
at  Killaloe,  an  additional  staff  will  be  required  there. 

With  respect  to  the  health  of  the  inmates  of  all  our  houses  of  relief,  we  beg  to 
refer  to  the  medical  officer’s  report  on  our  minutes  of  yesterday. 

We  have  to  beg  you  will  favour  us  with  a copy  of  the  Vaccination  Extension 
Act,  in  order  that  we  may  consider  the  subject  of  putting  its  provisions  in  force  in 
this  Union. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  18,  1848. 

W ith  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  in  which  you  state  that  pro- 
ceedings have  been  taken  against  one  of  the  tenants  of  Mr.  Purdon  for  a rescue, 
and  that  this  tenant  seems  to  be  encouraged  in  refusing  payment  by  his  landlord, 
who  has  not  paid  his  own  rates,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that  inasmuch 
as  the  satisfactory  collection  of  the  rate  must,  to  a certain  extent,  depend  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  persons  of  station  and  influence  in  the  district,  in  regard  to  the 
payment  of  their  own  rates,  it  appears  important  that  the  earliest  application  should 
he  made  to  them,  especially  to  such  of  them  as  were  members  of  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians ; and  that  in  any  instance  in  which,  as  you  state  is  the  case  in  regard  to 
^r-  Purdon,  obstruction  to  the  collector  is  offered,  the  most  prompt  and  decided 
proceedings  should  he  adopted  to  enforce  payment. 

With  reference  to  your  recommendation  that  a sealed  order  be  issued  authorizing 
out-door  relief  to  certain  classes  in  money  or  food,  the  Commissioners  desire  to 
state  that  they  have  received  a communication  from  Captain  Hart,  in  which  he 
states,  that  for  the  next  two  weeks  he  trusts  that  all  claims  for  admission  to  the 
workhouse  can  be  met ; but  that  after  that  period  it  will  be  necessary  to  relax  the 
rule  as  at  present  existing  in  regard  to  out-door  relief.  Under  these  circumstances. 
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and  bearing  in  mind  that  it  is  desirable  to  relax  the  rule  as  gradually  as  possible, 
the  Commissioners  have  thought  it  best  to  comply  only  partially  with  the  request 
contained  m your  report,  and  they  have  accordingly  issued  an  order,  a copy  of  which 
is  enclosed,  authorizing  out-door  relief  in  food  to  widows  with  one  child,  and  to 
•children  whose  parents  are  both  dead.  The  Commissioners  will,  however,  be  pre- 
pared to  extend  the  other,  by  authorizing  out-relief  to  such  other  classes  as  may 
appear  desirable  on  learning  that  such  extension  is  necessary. 

The  subject  of  the  officers’  salaries  shall  receive  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
missioners. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  15,  1848. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  acquaint  you  that  my  expectation  of  securing 
premises  adequate  to  the  accommodation  of  the  pauper  male  school  children 
has  been  realized,  in  my  hiring  a large  house  with  extensive  out-offices  and  a 
large  garden,  situated  in  the  town  of  Scariff,  at  a rent  of  100Z.  for  one  year. 
In  these  premises  I calculate  that  between  300  and  400  children  can  be  com- 
fortably domiciled.  I have  also  hired  another  house,  at  a rent  of  2 Z.  per 
mensem,  capable  of  holding  at  least  100  persons. 

Although  there  has  been  a considerable  pressure  for  admission  to  the  work- 
house  during  the  week  terminating  this  day,  still  it  has  not  been  to  the  extent 
experienced  in  the  three  previous  weeks.  At  present  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
make,  with  anything  approaching  to  accuracy,  even  an  approximation  of  the 
number  of  destitute  persons  of  the  able-bodied  class  for  whom  workhouse 
accommodation  may  yet  be  needed;  for  the  next  two  weeks,  however,  I trust 
that  all  claims  for  admission  into  the  workhouse  can  be  met,  after  which 
period,  it  will  be  necessary  to  relax  the  rule  as  at  present  existing  for  out-door 
relief,  so  as  to  embrace  another  class  or  two  of  persons,  reserving  the  workhouse 
for  able-bodied  men. 

The  collection  of  poor-rate  during  the  week  has  upon  the  whole  been  satis- 
factory, the  collectors  having  reported  to  me  the  receipt  of  nearly  1200/. ; and 
I have  reason  to  expect  that  a very  large  amount  will  be  obtained  before  the 
end  of  this  month. 

I had  a man  fined  40s.  this  day  at  Killaloe  for  a rescue ; and  on  Monday  I 
am  going  to  see  the  law  enforced  at  Feakle  for  a similar  offence.  After  these 
examples  I expect  that  the  rate  will  be  promptly  paid. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  leave  to  observe  that  I conceive  the  officers  of  the 
workhouse  eminently  deserving  of  the  increase  of  salary  recommended  by  the 
Vice-Guardians. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  20,  1848. 

We  are  sorry  to  state  that  much  difficulty  continues  to' be  experienced 
in  collecting  the  rate  as  quickly  as  our  necessities  require.  The  collectors 
have  been  very  strongly  urged  not  to  delay  proceedings  in  any  case  where 
payment  is  refused  or  evaded,  and  as  they  have,  in  many  instances,  been  obliged 
to  drive  and  impound  cattle,  but  as  yet  have  not  sold  any  for  payment  of  rates. 

The  case  referred  to  in  our  last  report  of  rescue  of  distress  made  in  Ogunnella, 
was  tried  on  Saturday,  at  Killaloe,  before  Petty  Sessions,  and  the  party  was 
fined  40s.  Captain  Hart  attended  and  publicly  explained  the  necessity  of  imme- 
diately enforcing  payment  of  the  rates.  Another  case  was  tried  at  Feakle,  on 
Monday ; and  to-day  Captain  Hart  has  gone  to  attend  a case  brought  before 
Tulla  Petty  Sessions.  It  is  hoped  that  these  few  examples  may  have  a useful 
effect. 

Some  delay  has  occurred  in  collecting  from  those  gentlemen  at  present  in 
attendance  at  the  Special  Commission  in  Ennis,  as  it  was  not  thought  expedient 
to  disturb  them  from  their  important  duties  there,  but  as  soon  as  the  business 
of  the  Commission  is  over,  the  collectors  .shall  be  required  to  perform  their 
duty  without  exception,  and  means  will  be  adopted  to  give  publicity  to  the 
names  of  those  who  are  defaulters,  and  who  persist  in  giving  delay  to  the 
collection.  We  are  aware  that  in  consequence  of  the  disorganized  state  of  the 
country,  and  the  difficulty  experienced  by  most  landlords  in  collecting  their 
rents,  for  some  time  past,  .there  are  many  instances  among  that  class  in  which 
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the  means  of  immediate  payment  are  wanting,  without  attributing  their  default 
to  any  disposition  to  oppose  or  object  to  the  rate. 

We  have  received  the  following  letter  from  James  Molony,  Esq.,  of  Kiltanon, 
a gentleman  of  considerable  property  in  the  Union,  and  a member  of  the  late 
Board  of  Guardians,  and  who  has  publicly  expressed  his  opinion  of  the  necessity 
for  collecting  this  rate. 

“ Gentlemen,  “ Kiltanon,  January  18,  1848. 

“ The  collector  of  the  Tulla  division  has  been  pressing  my  tenant,  Mr 
“ Robb,  for  payment  of  the  balance  of  the  very  heavy  assessment  on  the  town- 
“ land  of  Kiltanon  ; I have  paid  78/.  of  rates,  and  Mr.  Robb  has  paid  40/. ; I 
“ think,  therefore,  it  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  expect  a little  forbearance 
“ from  pressure  for  some  time  longer. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

“ (Signed)  James  Molony. 

“ P-S. — I have  also  paid  a considerable  sum  in  Feakle  electoral  division. 

“ To  the  Vice-  Guardians  of  the  Scariff  Union.” 


To  which  we  have  sent  the  following  reply : — 


“ Sir, 


“ Scariff  Union,  January  20,  1S4S. 


“We  have  received  your  letter  of  18th  instant ; and  in  reply  we  beg  to 
“ state,  that  we  have  no  wish  unnecessarily  to  cause  any  pressure  upon  the 
“ rate-payers  of  this  Union,  but  as  you  must  be  aware  that  the  heavy  debt 
“ incurred  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  is  still  unpaid,  and  as  the  collection 
“of  the  rate,  so -far  as  it  has  gone,  has  not  yet  been  sufficient  to  meet  our 
“ current  weekly  expenses  in  providing  relief  for  about  6000  destitute  persons, 
“ while  the  workhouse  doors  are  daily  besieged  by  additional  applicants,  we 
“ hope  you  will  not  think  it  unreasonable  that  we  should  decline,  in  any 
“ instance,  to  relax  from  the  immediate  collection  of  the  rate. 

“ We  have  tfie  honour,  &c., 

“ (Signed)  J.  J.  Fisher, 

_ John  Christy, 

lo  James  Molony,  Esq.,  Kiltanon.  “ Vice-  Guardiaris. ' ' 


The  state  of  the  collection  is  as  follows : — 


To  8th  January. 

To  15th  January. 

This  week. 

Total. 

Tulla 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  S.  d. 

576  15  10 

131  12  3 

Feakle  .... 

451  4 3 

3 18  10 

112  0 0 

Killaloe  .... 
Ogunnella 

420  13  6 

304  10  11| 
10  16  6 

725  4 5# 

Killuran  .... 
Woodford  . . .I 

Clonrush  . . . 1 

Mount  Shannon  . .J 
Kilnoe  . . 

117  18  7 
138  19  9 
38  9 7 

170  12  6 
194  0 1 

288  11  1 
f 50  5 9 
1 123  0 4* 
[ 159  13  84 

Scariff  .... 

2 8 0 

83  0 7 

94  1 10 

179  10  5 

Total  . 

. 

1,746  9 6 

898  11  8i 

206  1 10 

2,851  3 0i 

Of  the  above,  Killuran  and  Killaloe  have  been  the  most  satisfactory,  the  third 
part  of  the  rate  having  been  collected  in  each  of  these  electoral  divisions,  and 
about  the  same  proportion  in  Mount  Shannon.  In  Kilnoe  the  collection  is 
suspended  until  the  appointment  of  the  collector  is  confirmed.  In  Ogunnella 
no  progress  has  been  made ; and  the  collector  states  he  cannot  proceed  without 
the  assistance  and  protection  of  police  or  military.  Mr.  Purdon  is  still  a 
defaulter,  although  as  Chairman  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  he  must  be 
well  aware  of  the  necessities  of  the  Union.  Not  much  progress  has  as  yet  been 
made  m Scariff  electoral  division,  in  which  the  collector  was  only  recently 
appointed.  Pie  is,  however,  using  exertions  to  enforce  payment.  In  Feakle 
an  v\  oodlord  the  collection  has  not  been  in  equal  proportion  to  the  other 
electoral  divisions. 
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The  total  amount  of  the  collection,  so  far  as  reported,  is 

£2851 

3 

04 

The  total  amount  of  payments  made  by  us  to  this  date,  is 

2500 

16 

7 

Leaving  for  debts  incurred  and  current  expenses 

350 

6 

54 

There  is  due  to  the  Commissioners  for  an  advance  to  the 

Vice-Guardians 

200 

0 

0 

Ditto  for  fever  hospital 

110 

0 

0 

Due  to  Captain  Hart  for  a loan  ..... 

200 

0 

0 

Total 

£510 

0 

0 

A considerable  sum  is  also  due  for  clothing  and  bedding  lately  purchased, 
and  a sufficient  supply  has  not  yet  been  received  to  enable  us  to  clothe  one 
half  of  the  paupers  under  roof,  and  the  supply  of  bedding  is  still  very 
inadequate. 

A good  deal  of  difficulty  has  been  experienced  by  the  collectors  in  the 
numerous  cases  in  their  books  of  joint  tenancy;  and  we  have  therefore,  by 
Captain  Hart’s  advice,  directed  the  collectors  in  such  cases,  where  they  can 
ascertain  the  different  proportions  for  which  each  joint  tenant  is  equitably 
liable,  to  receive  from  each  who  is  willing  to  pay  his  individual  proportion, 
and  to  give  a separate  receipt  in  each  such  case,  as  in  part  payment  of  the 
whole  rating. 

The  great  imperfections  of  the  valuation  are  matters  of  notoriety ; and  great 
loss  is  sustained  by  the  Union,  in  consequence  of  much  property  being  wholly 
exempted.  We  are,  therefore,  very  anxious  to  take  immediate  steps  to  have  a 
new  valuation  perfected  before  it  becomes  necessary  to  make  a new  rate.  On 
conferring  with  Captain  Hart  on  the  subject  we  find  we  agree  with  him  in 
opinion,  that  for  this  object  it  would  be  most  expedient  to  adopt  Mr.  Griffith’s 
valuation  as  a groundwork : we  would,  therefore,  beg  to  be  informed  what 
details  of  his  townland  valuation  can  be  obtained  and  made  available,  and  in 
what  manner  we  are  to  apply  for  them.  As  soon  as  these  are  procured  we  are 
of  opinion  that  a competent  person,  wholly  independent  of  the  Union,  and 
whose  integrity  and  judgment  are  unquestionable,  should  be  appointed  to  divide 
and  apportion  the  ratings.'  We  must  beg  to  solicit  your  recommendation  of 
such  a person ; and  also  such  advice  as  your  position  and  experience  may  enable 
you  to  afford  us. 

The  pressure  this  week  for  relief  has  been  very  great ; and  although  of  those 
recently  admitted  in  apparently  extreme  destitution,  about  1 IS  have  been  dis- 
charged on  out-door  relief,  the  further  necessary  daily  admissions  keep  our- 
number  up  to  2000  imder  roof. 

These  are  distributed  nearly  as  follows : — 


In  workhouse  . . . 850 

Tomgrany  ....  350 

Kirby’s  ....  300 

Clime’s  ....  150 

Moynoe  ....  350 


2000 


A good  deal  of  irregularity  necessarily  occurs,  in  consequence  of  not  having 
a distinguishing  dress  for  the  paupers  in  the  out-houses,  but  clothing  is  being 
prepared  as  fast  as  materials  can  be  procured ; and  we  hope  in  two  or  three 
weeks  to  have  matters  arranged  in  a more  satisfactory  way. 

We  are  preparing  the  small  house  of  Hogan’s  (from  which  we  have  removed 
the  late  inmates  to  Kirby’s)  for  an  infirmary,  as  our  present  infirmary  in  the 
workhouse  is  rather  over-crowded,  owing  to  illness  among  those  newly  ad- 
mitted. There  are  not,  however,  any  cases  of  a dangerous  or  contagious 
nature. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  your  sealed  order,  authorizing  out-relief  to  widows 
with  one  child,  and  to  orphans,  but  the  first  class  is  not  so  numerous  as  to  afford 
us  any  sensible  relief;  and  the  latter  class  is  one  which  we  fear  to  put  out,  as 
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most  of  them  have  no  homes  to  go  to,  and  as  relief  in  food  would  be  of  no 
avail,  unless  they  could  also  be  provided  with  lodging. 

Such  has  been  the  pressure  for  admission,  and  the  inadequacy  of  our  means 
of  affording  it  to  the  class  of  able-bodied  men  and  their  families,  that  in  order 
to  prevent  any  calamity  from  starvation,  we  have  been  obliged  to  authorize 
relief  in  food  to  over  300  persons  out  of  doors  where  actual  necessity  seemed 
to  exist,  and  in  which  we  have  to  class  the  heads  of  families  as  infirm  from 
hunger. 

We  have  at  present  on  the  out-relief  lists  above  3500  persons ; and  there 
remain  still  in  the  Application  and  Report  Books  of  the  different  relieving 
officers,  as  nearly  as  we  can  estimate,  about  3000  persons  who  have  received  no 
relief,  and  all  of  whom  are  the  able-bodied  class  and  their  families. 

We  think  the  time  is  come  to  authorize  us  to  give  relief  to  that  class  out  of 
doors,  for  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  houses  to  contain  them  is  such,  that  we 
fear  some  may  perish  in  the  meantime,  if  not  temporarily  relieved.  We  must 
acknowledge  that  the  necessity  of  the  case  has  obliged  us,  this  week,  to  go 
a little  beyond  the  strict  letter  of  the  law,  in  giving  food  where  we  could  not 
give  shelter.  It  were  desirable  not  to  leave  us  in  such  a predicament  as  to 
have  to  choose  between  violating  the  law  and  risking  the  lives  of  applicants  in 
extreme  distress. 

We  have  only,  in  conclusion,  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant. 

We  are  quite  satisfied  with  your  construction  of  the  10th  section  of  the  Poor 
Relief  Extension  Act,  and  shall  for  the  future  act  in  accordance  with  your 
opinion,  by  only  requiring  such  applicants  as  apply  for  relief,  while  occupying 
more  than  a quarter  of  a statute  acre  of  land  to  give  us  some  proof  of  their 
having  ceased  to  occupy  before  we  grant  the  relief  required.  We  have  given 
orders  to  the  relieving  officers  not  to  require  either  landlords’  or  agents’  cer- 
tificates, but  to  satisfy  themselves  of  the  fact  of  the  occupancy  or  the  contrary, 
and  to  state  that  fact  in  their  report. 

We  have  instances  of  persons  in  the  workhouse  continuing  to  keep  possession 
of  tenements  to  which  more  than  one  quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  is  said  to  be 
attached,  by  retaining  the  keys  of  their  houses,  and  they  have  been  followed 
here  by  the  lessors,  persons  frequently  in  humble  life,  complaining  that  they 
could  obtain  neither  land  nor  rent.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  know  how  to 
act  in  such  cases,  particularly  where  the  applicant  and  family  are  often  in  a 
state  of  extreme  destitution.  Many  cases  have  occurred  in  which  it  is  stated  by 
the  applicants  that  their  houses  have  been  thrown  down  as  soon  as  they  have 
quitted  them ; and  although  some  of  these  are  entitled  by  law  to  out-door 
relief,  they  cannot  so  easily  subsist  on  the  regulated  allowance  as  those  who  still 
retain  houses  of  their  own. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  24,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  infer  from  some  observations  in  your  report,  that 
you  are  under  the  impression  that  the  relief  given  out  of  the  workhouse  under 
the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  is  only  to  be  given  in  food ; 
or  if  in  money,  is  only  to  be  of  sufficient  amount  to  enable  the  parties  receiving 
such  relief  to  provide  themselves  with  food.  The  Commissioners  desire,  there- 
fore, to  state  that  in  cases  where  the  wants  of  the  applicant  are  such  as  to  render 
allowances  for  clothing,  fuel,  or  lodging,  as  well  as  for  food  necessary,  the 
Vice-Guardians  are  fully  authorized  by  law  to  grant  such  allowances  ; and  it  is 
their  duty  to  take  care  that  the  allowances  in  all  cases  are  proportioned  to  the 
necessities  of  the  applicant,  and  that  there  shall  be  no  danger  of  any  person  in 
the  receipt  of  relief  being  exposed  to  severe  suffering  from  cold. 

The  Commissioners  take  this  opportunity  of  remarking,  that  although  it  is 
very  proper  to  lay  down  a regulated  scale  of  allowances  for  the  guidance  of  the 
overseers  themselves  in  the  great  .majority  of  cases,  still  such  scale  should  not 
be  unbendingly  adhered  to ; but  the  circumstances  and  necessities  of  each  par- 
ticular case  should  be  taken  into  account,  and  the  regulated  allowance  modified 
if  necessary  according  to  those  circumstances. 

The  Commissioners  have,  in  accordance  with  your  recommendation,  issued 
an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Relief 
Extension  Act,  to  the  able-bodied  for  a period,  of  two  months.  The  Commis- 
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sioners  do  not  doubt  that  the  manner  in  which  such  an  order  should  be  carried 
into  effect,  and  the  test  of  destitution  which  should  be  enforced  under  it,  have 
already  engaged  your  attention ; and  the  Commissioners  now  forward,  for  your 
information  and  guidance,  a copy  of  a letter  which  has  been  addressed  to 
another  Union  in  which  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  has  been  authorized. 
A copy  of  the  order  is  also  enclosed. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  22,  1848. 

_ In  my  last  weekly  report,  I expressed  an  expectation  that  all  claims  for 
admission  into  the  workhouse  could  be  met  during  the  following  fortnight,  but 
that  after  that  period,  it  would  be  necessary  to  relax  the  rule  as  then  existing  for 
out-door  relief,  so  as  to  embrace  another  class  or  two  of  persons,  reserving  the 
workhouse  for  able-bodied  men.  I deeply  regret,  however,  to  have  to  represent 
that  the  time  has  arrived,  in  which  it  would  be  no  longer  safe  to  withhold  authority 
for  issuing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  classes. 

We  have  borne  up  against  the  pressure  of  destitution  to  the  last  moment  it 
can  safely  be  withstood,  administering  the  necessary  measure  of  relief  in  every  ' case 
of  undoubted  destitution,  and  rigorously  refusing  it  in  every  case  of  reasonable 
doubt. 

In  bending  to  the  great  calamity  of  extending  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
classes,  we  have  still  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  we  have  done  everything  in 
our  power  to  stave  off  the  evil  to  the  latest  possible  moment,  and  long  after  the 
adjoining  Unions  had  been  compelled  to  give  way  to  it. 

Need  I here  represent  the  state  in  which,  about  three  months  since,  I took  over 
the  charge  of  the  Scariff  Union  ? The  workhouse,  constructed  for  600,  containing 
over  700  inmates ; the  Union  deeply  steeped  in  debt,  indeed  to  all  appearances 
inextricably  involved  in  pecuniary  difficulties  ; the  daily  food  of  the  paupers  pro- 
vided for  by  funds  advanced  by  the  Government ; the  paupers  clad  in  rags  and 
tatters ; an  insufficiency  of  bedding  and  every  other  requisite  ; the  sheriff  of  the 
county  in  legal  possession  of  the  effects  of  the  workhouse ; the  salaries  of  the 
officers  and  servants  of  the  establishment  unpaid  for  about  two  years  ; an  utter 
absence  of  all  arrangements  for  the  relief  of  a starving  population,  either  within 
or  outside  the  workhouse,  notwithstanding  that  nearly  28,000  persons,  upwards 
of  one-half  the  entire  population,  were  lately  represented  by  the  different  Relief 
Committees  within  the  Union,  to  be  in  a state  of  utter  destitution,  and  who  were 
accordingly  fed  at  the  public  expense,  or  from  funds  amounting  to  nearly  18,000/. 
advanced  by  Government  for  that  purpose,  but  which  it  was  believed  would  never 
be  repaid. 

Surrounded  as  we  have  been  with  every  conceivable  difficulty,  we  have  never- 
theless provided  in-door  accommodation  for  nearly  2500  paupers ; but  in  this 
direction  we  must  of  necessity  halt,  for  the  miserable  village  of  Scariff  contains 
but  the  one  large  house,  already  engaged  for  the  pauper  male  school  children,  and 
there  is  no  habitable  building  to  be  obtained  in  any  part  of  the  Union  sufficiently 
large  for  a separate  workhouse,  except  the  house  at  Moynoe,  to  which  the  female 
school  children  have  been  removed. 

There  are  also  reasons  why  it  would  not  on  the  whole,  just  at  the  present  time, 
be  advisable  to  receive  more  than  the  2500  inmates.  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
desirable  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  any  further  demolition  of  the  dwellings  of 
the  poor ; for  should  employment  hereafter  offer,  the  unfortunate  creatures  will  be 
unable  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  owing  to  the  want  of  a cabin,  and  they  would 
thus  necessarily  become  permanent  paupers.  Secondly,  the  .separate  buildings 
which  have  been  engaged  for  the  male  and  the  female  school  children,  cannot  by 
any  contrivance,  be  rendered  available  for  the  reception  of  400  children  in  each, 
and  there  will  be  fully  800  school  children  among  2500  paupers. 

The  Commissioners  may  rest  assured  that,  in  extending  out-relief  to  the  able- 
bodied,  every  effort  will  be  made  by  the  Vice-Guardians  and  myself  to  check 
abuses. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  24,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  they  are  satisfied  that 
both  you  and  the  Vice-Guardians  have  had  recourse  to  every  expedient  which 
could  be  adopted  by  you  consistently  with  humanity,  in  order  to  prevent  the  neces- 
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sity  of  granting  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  ; still  the  time  seems  now  to 
have  arrived,  when  such  relief  can  no  longer  he  delayed  with  due  regard  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act ; and  the  Commissioners  have 
Issued  an  order  authorizing  such  out-door  relief  accordingly. 

The  Commissioners  rely  on  your  exertions,  and  on  the  exertions  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  in  carrying  out  efficient  arrangements  for.  employing  able-bodied  men 
in  stone-breaking,  as  a condition  of  their  receiving  relief. 

A copy  of  a letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  addressed  to  another  Union 
in  which  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  has  been  authorized,  is  enclosed  for 
jour  information, 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  January  28,  1848. 


During  the  past  week,  and  what  has  elapsed  of  this,  the  progress  of  the 
'collection  has  been  very  satisfactory.  We  have  reason  to  believe  all  the  collec- 
tors  have  been  vigorous  in  their  exertions  for  the  past  fortnight,  and  have,  in 
many  instances,  been  enforcing  payment  by  seizure  of  cattle  and  other  stock, 
where  prompt  payment  has  been  delayed. 

The  following  is  the  state  of  the  collection  as  far  as  reported 


Tulla  . . . 

Feakle 
Killaloe  . 
Ogunnella 
Killuran  . 
Kilnoe  . . 

Scariff 
Woodford 
Clonrush  . 
Mount-Shannon 


Collected  to 
15th  January. 

Week 

22nd  January. 

This  Week. 

Total. 

£. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

708 

8 

1 

443 

1 

64 

187 

0 

0 

1,338 

9 

74 

120 

2 

10 

191 

0 

0 

766 

5 

11 

725 

4 

178 

12 

7 

262 

5 

4 

1,166 

2 

4i- 

10  16 

6 

240 

8 

64 

72 

0 

0 

323 

5 

04 

281 

11 

1 

116 

0 

4 

404  11 

5 

38 

9 

7 

38 

9 

7 

85 

8 

7 

184 

6 

11 

206 

0 

0 

475 

15 

6 

50 

5 

9 

18 

19 

6) 

123 

0 

44 

105 

17 

4 

158 

0 

0 

623 

10 

2 

159  13 

8* 

7 

13 

4j 

1 2,645 

1 

2f 

1,415 

3 

1 

1,076 

5 

4 

5,136 

9 

n 

We  expect  that  at  the  end  of  this  week  the  whole  collection  will  amount  to 
6000/. 

On  Wednesday  we  received  information  that  Callahan,  the  late  collector  for 
Kilnoe,  had  managed,  in  some  fraudulent  manner,  to  collect  about  40/.  on 
account  of  the  last  rate  made  by  the  late  Guardians,  and  for  which  he  had  not 
accounted.  Yesterday  we  received  from  Mr.  George  Sampson,  of  St.  Catherine’s, 
the  receipt  which  Callahan  had  passed  him,  and  which  appears  to  be  dated  1st 
November,  after  the  time  when  the  warrant  had  been  taken  out  of  his  hands 
and  lodged  with  the  clerk.  No  time  was  lost  by  Mr.  Hennessy  yesterday 
evening  in  going  before  a magistrate  and  lodging  informations  against  Callahan, 
upon  which  a warrant  was  issued,  and  he  was  taken  into  custody,  and  is  now 
lodged  in  the  gaol  at  Tulla.  We  should  be  glad  of  advice  how  to  proceed 
against  him  and.  his  sureties ; he  should  he  punished  for  the  fraud,  and  they 
should  he  made  to  pay  the  amount  of  deficiency. 

The  amount  of  the  collection  has  now  so  much  exceeded  our  current  ex- 
penses, that  we  have  begun  to  pay  some  of  the  outstanding  cheques  of  the  late 
Board,  and  we  yesterday  paid  167/.;  we  intend  to  pay  a much  larger  sum  next 
week ; and  in  a very  few  weeks  we  hope  to  have  the  whole  amount  of  the 
cheques  liquidated.  The  total  amount  now  outstanding  is  3301/.  17s.  Id. 

We  have  to  admit,  that  in  giving  out-door  relief  in  money  to  certain  classes, 
we  were,  in  some  degree,  under  the  impression  that  the  amount  should  be  regu- 
lated according  to  what  appeared  to  be  the  cost  of  necessary  subsistence  in  food, 
without  regard  to  clothing  or  other  requisites ; and  this  impression  was,  in  a 
great  degree,  caused  by  the  provisions  made,  that  relief  to  certain  other  classes 
should  be  in  food  only.  We  are  glad,  however,  to  be  set  right  in  this  respect, 
and  shall,  for  the  future,  take  into  account  other  circumstances  than  the  price  of 
food  in  apportioning  out-door  relief  in  money.  In  cases  of  relief  to  Avidows 
with  one  child  and  to  orphans,  under  the  sealed  order  of  the  Commissioners, 
it  still  appears  to  us  that  we  are  prevented  from  providing  anything  else  hut 
food  for  such  classes,  many  of  whom  are  in  want  of  clothing  and  shelter.  We 
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wish  to  know  if  we  should  he  authorized  in  providing  clothing,  at  the  cost  of 
the  Union,  for  such  children  as  are  receiving  relief,  and  who  may  seem  to  need 
decent  and  proper  clothing. 

We  have  received  your  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
for  the  space  of  two  months.  We  have  given  anxious  consideration  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  are  fully  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a stringent  test  in  all  such  cases 
of  relief;  but  the  necessity  of  the  moment  compels  us  to  act  on  the  order  with- 
out in  the  first  instance  enforcing  the  test ; as  our  other  duties  are  at  present  so 
overwhelming,  that  we  are  not  able  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  set 
the  able-bodied  recipients  to  work.  We  have  applied  to  the  Board  of  Works 
for  implements,  and  they  write  that  they  have  referred  our  application  to  you, 
but  we  have  as  yet  received  no  answer  to  our  application.  The  applications  for 
relief  at  the  door  of  the  workhouse  became  so  numerous  and  so  clamorous,  and 
such  numbers  came  from  remote  districts,  whom  the  relieving  officers  could  no 
longer  detain  at  home,  that  we  feared  death,  from  cold  and  exposure,  might 
occur,  if  not  from  actual  want  of  food.  We  wish,  therefore,  to  be  armed  with 
the  power  of  giving  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  food,  even  for  a short  time,  so 
as  to  keep  the  paupers  in  their  own  houses  for  a little  longer,  until  those  under 
our  roofs  were  properly  clothed  and  classified.  We  have,  in  a great  degree, 
relieved  the  immediate  pressure  at  the  door  by  acting  partially  on  your  order. 
We  have  directed  the  relieving  officers  in  no  case  to  give  any  applicant  a ticket 
of  admission  to  the  workhouse  without  a special  order  from  the  Vice-Guardians ; 
but  in  all  cases  of  immediate  necessity,  where  a family  were  suffering  from  want 
of  food,  to  give  immediate  relief  provisionally,  for  one  week  in  food,  and  to 
report  each  such  case  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  who  could 
then  exercise  their  discretion  in  ordering  for  their  relief.  The  number  of  such 
cases  from  each  of  the  electoral  divisions  (but  chiefly  from  Tulla  and  Feakle) 
during  this  week  has  been  very  great,  and  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  give  an 
analysis  of  them.  We  have  ordered  a weekly  continuance  of  food  in  all  cases  of 
able-bodied  applicants  with  families,  as  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  attempt 
to  give  them  in-door  relief.  We  are  only  able  to  report  the  number  which 
were  on  out-door  relief  to  the  22nd  instant,  not  having  time  to  count  the  addi- 
tional cases  of  this  week.  They  are  as  follow : — 


Scariff  and  Mountshannon 

834 

Kilnoe  and  Killuran  . 

1183 

Killaloe  and  Ogunnella 

1174 

Feakle 

1589 

Tulla 

1632 

Woodford  and  Clonrush 

359 

6771 

Amount  expended  during  last  week  in  relieving 

the  above  number 

£. 

s. 

d. 

In  money  . 

. 117 

7 

6 

Food . 

. 86 

2 

11 

CO 

o 

CM 

1 

10 

5 

The  numbers  in  the  different  houses  at  this  date  are  nearly  as  follows 


Workhouse  . 

. 915 

Tomgrany  . 

. 300 

Kirby’s 

. 260 

Clime’s 

130 

Moynoe 

. 374 

Total  . 

. 1979 

Scariff  Union. 


In  the  throng  and  pressure  for  immediate  relief,  many  cases  are  admitted 
which,  if  there  were  opportunity  to  examine,  would  be  found  to  be  subjects  for 
out-door  relief.  We  have  had  much  trouble  in  selecting  these  cases,  and  during 
the  last  two  days  have  transferred  from  our  in-door  cases  to  our  out-door 
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relief  list  78  persons  of  various  classes.  This  has  enabled  us  to  admit  34  of 
the  most  urgent  applicants.  We  are  still,  however,  in  a probationary  state, 
and  without  the  power  of  enforcing  such  classification  and  discipline  as  is 
desirable.  The  making  of  clothes  is  proceeding,  but  much  more  slowly  than 
our  necessities  require. 

The  sickness  and  mortality  among  such  numbers,  when  we  consider  the  state 
of  disease  and  debility  in  which  many  of  the  poor  creatures  were  brought  to  the 
door,  is  comparatively  small,  and  the  deaths  chiefly  among  the  children.  Colds 
and  influenza  have  been  very  prevalent,  and  there  have  been  many  cases  of 
dysentery  ; but,  on  the  whole,  we  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  that  disease  has 
made  so  little  progress. 

Your  letter  of  the.  24th  instant  has  been  received,  relative  to  the  revision  of 
the  Union  valuation.  We  are  glad  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Commissioners 
to  appoint  a revisor  of  valuation,  who  will  be  fully  competent  to  make  a new 
valuation,  as  we  fear  the  attempt  at  revision  would  prove  very  unsatisfactory, 
the  groundwork  of  the  present  rate  is  so  very  imperfect. 

We  hope  that  under  the  circumstances  in  which  this  Union  is  placed,  where 
the  amount  of  destitution  is  so  very  overwhelming,  and  the  present  rate  in 
course  of  collection  so  very  large,  that  although  the  whole  of  this  collection 
appears  likely  to  be  expended  about  the  end  of  March;  some  means  may  be  found, 
by  temporary  assistance  from  Government,  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  making 
a new  rate  until  another  crop  is  raised,  as  we  fear  otherwise  many  of  the  posses- 
sors of  property  will  be  utterly  ruined,  or  their  resources  so  dried  up  as  to 
deprive  them  of  the  power  of  employing  labour,  and  so  be  the  means  of  throw- 
ing an  increased  amount  of  pauperism  on  the  Union. 

We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  together  with  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Reade,  on  which  we  think  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  observa- 
tions at  present. 

We  have  still  to  report  the  state  of  the  schools  to  be  very  unsatisfactory, 
because  of  the  want  of  books  and  other  requisites.  We  wrote  to  the  Board  of 
Education  a fortnight  since  for  a list  of  prices,  that  we  might  order  what  was 
required,  but  have  received  no  reply.  It  appears  to  be  a long  time  since  any 
Inspector  from  the  National  Board  has  visited  the  schools. 

January  29,  1848. 

The  foregoing  report  was  not  ready  for  post-hour  yesterday,  and  we  have 
this  morning  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  enclosing  a copy  of  a 
Constabulary  report  relative  to  the  death  of  Bridget  Gallaher.  This  case  you 
will  find  on  our  minutes  of  Wednesday,  the  26th  instant,  with  all  the  particulars 
we  could  then  learn.  We  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  their  having  been  no 
medical  officer  present,  and  that  the  relieving  officer  was  not  summoned.  The 
report  given  by  the  relieving  officer  in  this  case  at  our  Board  was  a verbal  one ; 
and  on  recurring  to  our  recollection  of  it,  we  think  he  stated  that  Bridget  Gal- 
laher was  subject  to  epileptic  fits,  and  which  circumstance  we  omitted  to  state 
m the  minutes. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  5,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  progress 
which  they  observe  has  been  made  by  you  in  collecting  the  rates. 

In  regard  to  a new  valuation  of  the  Union,  as  suggested  by  you,  I am  directed 
by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  will  give  the  fullest  consideration  to 
your  wishes  on  this  head ; and  the  Commissioners  are  disposed  to  cause  a wholly 
new  valuation  to  be  made,  provided  that  other  circumstances  render  such  a 
course  possible. 

With  reference  to  your  inquiry  as  to  whether  you  are  at  liberty  to  provide 
clothing  (where  needed)  for  children  of  widows  who  have  only  one  child,  or 
whether  they  are  limited  to  food,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that  the 
Vice-Guardians  have  no  power  to  grant  any  relief,  except  in  food,  to  persons 
relievable  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act.  It 
will  be  observed  that  this  depends  on  the  express  -words  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  is  not  one  rejecting  which' even  the  Commissioners  themselves  have 
. a discretionary  power. 

In  regard  to  the  fraudulent  collection  of  rate  by  the  late  collector  for  Kilnoe, 
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after  the  warrant  had  been  taken  out  of  his  hands,  I am  to  state  that  you  must 
be  guided  by  professional  advice,  both  as  to  the  civil  and  criminal  proceedings 
to  be  taken  against  this  collector,  after  submitting  the  whole  facts  of  the  case 
and  the  bond  to  a solicitor  for  that  purpose. 

The  Commissioners  quite  concur  with  you  that  an  example  should  be  made 
by  a criminal  prosecution,  if  the  facts  of  the  case  admit  of  it,  either  under  the 
Poor  Law  Acts  or  otherwise,  and  that  every  exertion  should  be  made  to  recover 
the  money  received  and  not  accounted  for. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners: — January  29,  1848. 

The  authority  to  give  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  classes  reached 
us  on  Tuesday,  and  relieved  us  from  much  anxiety,  for  it  had  become  absolutely 
necessary  to  clothe  and  classify  the  paupers  who  were  remaining  in  a pro- 
bationary state,  before  further  admissions  were  made.  In  the  course  of  another 
fortnight  every  arrangement  of  this  nature  will  be  accomplished ; after  this, 
and  in  order  that  the  workhouse  test  may  be  yet  extensively  applied,  as  well  as 
to  withdraw  from  the  market  as  much  of  the  surplus  labour  as  possible,  I pro- 
pose that  during  the  period  in  which  it  maybe  necessary  to  grant  out-door 
relief  to  able-bodied  men,  it  be  given  to  those  who  have  the  greatest  number  of 
young  children thus  reserving  the  workhouse  for  all  single  persons,  and,  if 
possible,  for  married  men  who  have  not  more  than  three  children.  By  a plan 
of  this  nature,  the  proportion  of  school  children  would  not  be  too  great  for 
our  existing  establishments,  even  if  we  made  arrangements  to  provide  in-door 
accommodation  for  3000  paupers. 

Although  'practically  acting  to  a limited  extent  on  the  order  authorizing  out- 
door relief  to  able-bodied  men,  still,  for  obvious  reasons,  we  are  not  yet 
ostensibly  doing  so,  and  I have  enjoined  secrecy  of  the  fact  of  such  an  order 
having  been  issued : it  is  at  present  only  known  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  the 
clerk,  and  myself. 

In  every  new  case  of  well-ascertained  destitution,  the  relieving  officers  have 
been  instructed  to  administer  provisional  relief  for  one  week , but  on  no  account 
to  issue  tickets  for  admission  to  the  workhouse  without  due  authority ; and  it  is 
proposed,  during  the  existence  of  the  present  pressure,  to  continue  on  provisional 
relief  from  week  to  week  to  such  destitute  persons  as  have  large  families,  and  to 
receive  into  the  workhouse  all  other  destitute  able-bodied  men  with  their 
families.  This  arrangement  will  have  the  double  advantage  of  preventing  or 
mitigating  the  demoralizing  effects  of  out-door  relief,  as  the  large  mass  of  the 
population  will  not  be  slow  in  observing  that  out-door  relief  will  never  be 
extended  to  them ; and  it  will  also  effectually  prevent  any  destitute  person  from 
suffering  unnecessary  privation. 

During  the  present  severe  weather  it  would  not  be  possible  to  put  persons 
who  are  half  naked  to  stone-breaking,  unless  under  shelter ; efficient  arrange- 
ments will,  however,  be  made  to  employ  the  able-bodied  men  who  may  here- 
after be  put  to  out  relief;  and  in  order  that  this  may  be  effected  in  an 
economical  manner,  I propose  to  restrict  the  application  of  the  order  to  the 
most  populous  localities. 

As  regards  the  poor-rate,  I have  again  the  satisfaction  of  being  able  to  report 
most  favourably  of  the  progress  now  making  towards  its  collection.  Accounts 
have  already  reached  me  of  the  receipt  of  5520/.,  and  I have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  entire  amount  will  be  speedily  paid.  My  attendance  on  the 
few  occasions  already  reported,  to  see  the  law  enforced  against  parties  who  had 
rescued  cattle  seized  by  the  collectors,  has  produced,  the  best  possible  effect ; 
for  as  the  utter  futility  of  resistance  has  been  proved,  the  smaller  rate-payers 
are  promptly  meeting  the  calL  I wish  I could  say  so  much  for  the  higher 
classes.  However,  fair  promises  have  been  made  ; and  so  long  as  money  con- 
tinues to  flow  in  as  it  has  done  during  the  past  fortnight,  there  can  be  no  harm 
in  giving  some  of  them  “a  long  day.” 

As  we  have  now  a balance  in  hand  exceeding  2000/.,  after  paying  all  our 
own  expenses,  I have  advised  the  Vice-Guardians  to  make  a commencement 
towards  the  liquidation  of  the  debts  incurred  by.  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  ; 
their  outstanding  cheques  amount  to  about  3400/.,  and  I . propose  that  these 
should  be  first  taken  up,  as  they  should  never  have  been  issued.  In  about  two 
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or  three  weeks’  time  we  shall  have  all  these  paid;  and  during  the  next 
similar  period  it  is  hoped  that  their  entire  debt  of  6000/.  odd  will  be  extin- 
guished. 

The  present  state  and  future  prospects  of  the  Scariff  Union,  as  compared  with 
affairs  as  existing  two  months  since,  abundantly  exemplify  the  efficacy  of  the 
New  Poor  Law,  when  vigorously  administered ; and  were  it  not  for  the  heavy  debt 
incurred  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  and  their  neglect  to  strike  and  collect 
the  very  moderate  rates  which  would  have  been  adequate  for  the  then  wants  of 
the  workhouse ; had  it  not  been  for  this,  I can  see  no  sufficient  cause  why  the 
Scariff  Union  should  not  have  been  in  a condition  to  support  its  own  poor 
without  any  assistance  from  the  Government,  or  from  the  charitable  societies. 
However,  as  the  insolvent  state  of  the  Scariff  Union,  and  the  extensive  spread 
of  destitution  amongst  its  population,  occasioned  its  being  considered  as  one  of 
the  22  Unions  situated  in  the  west  of  Ireland,  to  which  it  would  be  necessary 
to  afford  assistance ; and  as  the  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  it  will  be 
entitled  to  that  assistance,  by  my  certifying  that  the  “ Guardians  have  made 
“ proper  exertions  to  work  out  their  own  arrangements,  and  that  the  extent  of 
“ distress  really  exceeds  all  their  power  of  relief,  duly  and  fully  exerted  I 
am  anxious  now  to  place  before  the  Commissioners  my  views  on  the  subject, 
and  in  doing  so,  I must  necessarily  advert  to  matters  that  have  already  been 
sufficiently  discussed. 

The  Commissioners  are  aware  that  in  urging  upon  the  Vice-Guardians  the 
necessity  of  striking  a 7s.  6d.  rate  upon  each  of  the  electoral  divisions  of  the 
Union,  I had  a double  object  in  view : the  first  was,  to  raise  sufficient  funds  to 
provide  for  current  expenditure  up  to  the  end  of  March  next;  and  the  second 
was  to  pay  all  outstanding  debts,  and  thus  replace  the  Union  in  a state  of 
solvency ; these  views  could  not  have  been  achieved  had  a lower  rate  been 
struck ; and  it  is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that  nearly  18,000/.  of  the  Govern- 
ment money  was.  expended  in  out-door  relief  during  four  months  of  last  year, 
(under  Act  10  Viet.,  c.  7,)  to  say  nothing  of  the  other  bountiful  contributions 
showered  into  the  Union  by  various  charitable  societies. 

Now,  as  it  was  intimated  to  me  in  confidential  communications  from  the 
Commissioners,  that  assistance  would  be  rendered  to  the  Scariff  Union  only  at 
a period  when  the  necessary  local  efforts  had  been  made,  I was  anxious  to  place 
the  Union  in  a position  to  profit  by  the  promised  bounty,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  fulfil  my  duty  to  the  Commissioners ; it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  I could 
consistently  with  any  honourable  feeling  certify  that  a proper  exertion  had  been 
made,  unless  past  misconduct  had  been  atoned  for ; in  other  words,  until  means 
were  taken  to  at  once  liquidate  the  debt  which  had  been  so  recklessly  contracted ; 
it  appeared  equally  reasonable  that  the  rate-payers  should  also  make  a proper 
effort  to  provide  for  their  destitute  poor  for  a short  period.  My  position  has 
enabled  me  to  see  these  views  carried  out ; and  as  my  duty  to  the  Commis- 
sioners has  been  carried  out,  I am  now  anxious  to  secure  to  the  Scariff  Union 
the  assistance  of  the  British  Relief  Association.  As  already  stated,  the  rate  in 
course  of  collection  will  be  adequate  to  pay  off  outstanding  debts,  and  meet 
current  expenditure  up  to  the  end  of  March,  from  which  period  up  to  next 
harvest  I earnestly  hope  that  the  Association  will  provide  us  with  the  necessary 
means  of  providing  for  the  wants  of  our  poor.  At  a rough  estimate,  I calculate 
that  we  shall  require  about  6000/.  altogether.  This  assistance  will  leave  the 
Union  free  of  all  embarrassment,  and  in  a position  to  make  a fresh  start  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  harvest. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  4,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  entirely  approve  of  the  plan 
proposed  to  be  adopted  by  you  in  offering  relief  in  the  workhouse,  first,  to 
single  able-bodied  men,  and  then  to  able-bodied  men  with  small  families, 
1 rf6  x.s  the  workhouse  for  the  two  last-mentioned  classes, 

an!wlk!7ise  for  ahle-bodied  men  with  large  families. 

le  Commissioners  feel  much  satisfaction  at  the  progress  which  has  been 
ready  made  by  the  Vice- Guardians  in  the  collection  of  the  rates,  and  the 
w^?T?S1<??ers  tru?t  tkat  the  sum  which  remains  at  present  uncollected  Will  be 
levied  by  them  with  equal  vigour  and  promptitude. 
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In  regard  to  the  relieving  officers,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  point  out  that 
those  officers  have  no  legal  authority  to  grant  relief,  except  in  cases  of  necessity 
which  are  both  sudden  and  urgent ; and  the  Commissioners  therefore  regard  it 
as  foreign  to  the  spirit  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  that  the  relieving 
officers  should  give  provisional  relief  for  a longer  period  than  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Guardians  after  the  application  for  such  relief  is  duly  made. 


Extract  from  Constabulary  Report. 

County  of  Clare — Calier , 

January  21,  1S48. 

An  inquest  was  held  this  day  on  the  body  of  Bridget  Gallagher,  who 
died  on  the  19th  instant,  and  a verdict  returned  that  she  died  of  destitution. 
Inspector- General,  George  Elliott,  Constable. 

<§'C.  $'C. 

Observations  of  Captain  Hart  thereon. 

I beg  to  annex  a statement  from  Mr.  Purcell,  the  relieving  officer  of  the 
district,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  Bridget  Gallagher’s  death  did  not  result 
from  starvation. 

In  the  present  case,  I am  informed  that  there  was  no  medical  man  at  the 
inquest,  and  in  no  single  case  has  a relieving  officer  been  requested  to  attend  or 
even  noticed  of  this  inquest. 

H.  G.  Hart,  Captain  4Qth  Regiment, 
Scariff,  February  2,  1848.  P.  L.  Inspector. 


Statement  of  Mr.  Purcell  referred  to  in  Captain  Hart’s  Observations. 

Scariff  Board-room,  February  2,  1848. 
Thomas  Gallagher  rented  a farm  at  Coolmore,  which  he  sold  about 
the  6th  January  instant  to  a man  named  Broderick,  who  applied  to  me  on  his 
behalf  on  the  8th  January,  and  stated  that  he  had  given  him  21.  10 s.  for  it. 

Gallagher’s  wife  was  subject  to  a violent  inward  pain,  of  which  it  is  the 
opinion  of  those  most  intimately  acquainted  with  her  that  she  died. 

The  money  which  Gallagher  received  from  Broderick  was  not  spent  at  the 
time  of  her  (his  loife's ) death. 

Matt  Purcell, 

Captain  Hart.  Relieving  Officer,  FeaJcle. 


Correspondence  respecting  the  Amount  of  Rate  struck  by  the  Vice- Guardians.' 

Mr.  Paterson  to  the  Commissioners: — December  22,  1847. 

I would  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  enormous  rate  of  7s.  6d.  in  the 
pound,  struck  by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Scariff  Union,  and  to  be  levied  on 
the  property  of  that  Union,  and  to  point  out  the  injustice  of  laying  such  a rate 
in  the  present  impoverished  state  of  the  country.  Being  intimately  acquainted 
with. the  various  properties  of  that  Union,  I can  assure  you  that  the  collection 
of  this  rate  will  be  found  an  impracticability,  and  one  which  may  lead  to  very 
dangerous  consequences,  both  as  regards  the  peace  of  the  Union  as  well  as  also 
the  pecuniary  resources  both  of  landlord  and  tenant,  most  of  whom,  if  not  all, 
are  severely  pressed  by  the  destitution  and  depression  of  the  times,  as  also  by 
the  various  other  taxes.  The  Vice-Guardians  not  having  any  property  in  the 
Union,  nor  having  any  taxation  to  pay,  cannot  be  as  competent  judges  as  those 
persons  from  whose  resources  their  moneys  must  come,  and  who,  although 
having  a nominal  rental,  yet,  in  fact,  from  the  impoverished  state  of  the  lower 
class  of  tenantry,  not  in  receipt  of  any,  and  scarcely  able  to  meet  the  heavy 
calls  on  their  resources,  almost  unable  to  meet  the  demand  of  this  excessive 
rate. 

At  the  same  time,  gentlemen,  that  I request  your  attention  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  landlords,  and  to  the  sad  state  in  which  they  now  find  themselves, 
I do  not  mean  to  exonerate  them  from  the  payment  of  just  and  lawful  rates  for 
the  support  of  the  poor,  but  to  require  from  you  that  this  rate  should  be  levied 
in  some  modified  maimer,  either  by  instalments  or  in  such  manner  as  you  and 


Scariff  Union. 
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Scariff  Union,  the  Vice-Guardians  might  best  see  fit ; and  should  it  not  he  in  your  power  to 
order,  yet  that  you  would  advise  the  V ice-Guardians  that  this  rate  should  be 
levied  by  instalments,  and  that  the  Vice-Guardians  should  call  a meeting  of  the 
landlords,  and  advise  with  them  as  to  the  best  and  most  desirable  manner  of 
doing  same,  both  as  regards  the  resources  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Union  and 
the  peace  of  the  district.  Nor  do  I conceive  I am  requiring  too  much  in 
making  this  request,  knowing  more  intimately  than  the  Vice-Guardians  can  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  being  equally  anxious  with  them  that  this  rate  should 
be  collected,  and  that  without  oppression  or  breach  of  the  peace. 

Gentlemen,  having  now  laid  before  you  the  state  of  the  Union  and  the 
hardness  of  this  rate,  I would  beg  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
hardness  of  my  own  peculiar  case.  Having  a property  in  the  Union  I have 
always  endeavoured,  so  far  as  my  own  pecuniary  resources  would  allow,  to 
assist  my  tenantry,  and  not  to  allow  them  to  look  for  relief  from  the  poor-rates, 
either  in  or  out  of  doors,  and  have  been,  up  to  this  period,  affording  employ- 
ment from  my  own  money.  I now’,  to  benefit  them  more,  have  applied  for  a 
loan  from  Government  to  further  assist  and  enable  me  to  give  them  greater 
employment ; nor  can  any  advantage  accrue  to  me  from  this,  as,  by  agreement, 
each  tenant  is  to  work  his  own  land,  to  be  paid  daily  hire,  and  he  to  pay  2 per 
per  cent,  towards  the  loan,  I 4£  per  cent.  And  yet  I,  with  every  anxiety,  with 
every  desire,  to  employ  every  individual  over  the  age  of  15  years  ; to  tax 
myself,  without  any  hope  of  gain,  with  4i-  per  cent.,  now  find  myself  called 
upon  to  pay  a rate  of  7s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  never  having,  as  I stated  before,  one 
single  individual  receiving  relief  from  these  poor-rates ; so  that,  in  fact,  this 
rate,  and  more  especially  its  being  a Union  rate,  quite  ties  up  my  hands,  and 
renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  give  the  employment  so  much  desired  for, 
having  to  pay  for  poor-rate  more  than  30  per  cent.,  for  Government  loan  44. 
I would,  therefore,  urge  on  you  the  hardship  of  my  case,  and  which  is  also  the 
case  of  three-fourths  of  the  landlords  in  Ireland  ; and  the  necessity  and  pro- 
priety, in  order  to  preserve  the  property  of  the  country  and  to  encourage 
employment,  that  the  taxation  under  the  Poor  Law  be  made  a townland  and 
not  a Union  rate ; and  also  to  state  that  my  tenantry  are  the  ordinary  small  class 
of  tenantry  of  Ireland,  who,  if  not  assisted  by  me,  must  become  a burden  and 
tax  upon  the  country. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — December  31,  1847. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  23rd 
instant,,  enclosing  a copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Paterson,  relative  to  the  rate  of 
7s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  which  has  been  made  in  this  Union,  and  requesting  us  to 
furnish  you  with  our  observations  thereon. 

In  reply,  we  beg  to  state  that  the  above  rate  is  so  far  from  enormous , that, 
setting  aside  from  the  present  consideration  the  debt  of  17.000Z.  incurred  for 
out  relief  under  10th  Viet.,  chap.  7,  we  very  much  fear  it  will  not  be  more  than 
sufficient  to  pay  the  other  debts  of  the  Union,  and  provide  for  the  current 
expenditure  for  the  next  four  months. 

Neither  is  this  rate  unjust  to  the  rate-payers,  who  have  been  hitherto  almost 
exempted  from  rate,  having  paid  on  an  average  only  7 d.  in  the  pound  annually 
since  October,  1841,  while  other  Unions  were  paying  2s.  Qd.  to  3s.  a-year,  and 
the  valuation  of  Scariff  Union  being  notoriously  on  a very  low  scale. 

As  to  the  impracticability  of  collecting  the  rate,  we  have  reason  to  believe  it 
will  not  be  so  great  as  Mr.  Paterson  supposes,  nor  is  there  so  much  reason  to 
fear  any  disturbance  of  the  peace,  by  making  the  attempt,  as  there  would  be  in 
allowing  the  poor  to  perish  for  want  of  funds  to  afford  them- relief. 

It  is  true  the  Vice-Guardians  have  no  property  in  the  Union ; but  for  that 
reason  it  may  be  presumed  we  are  more  impartial  judges  of  what  relief  is 
needed,  and  of  what  rates  should  be  levied  for  the  purpose,  having  no  personal 
interest  to  prevent  our  doing  justice  to  the  poor  as  well  as  to  the  owners  of 
property. 

We  have  said  enough  to  prove  that  this  rate  is  just,  and  we  believe  you  are- 
satisfied  that  it  is  lawful,  and  we  therefore  hope  Mr.  Paterson  will'  set  a good 
example  by  paying  it  forthwith. 

As  to  collecting  it  by  instalments,  if  that  were  legal;  it  would  be  most  inex- 
pedient, as  we  cannot  feed  and  clothe  the -paupers  by  degrees:  it  must-be-done 
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at  once,  or  they  will  perish ; and  we  fear  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  collect 
2s.  6cl.  in  the  pound  in  March  than  7s.  6d.  now. 

As  to  a committee  or  meeting  of  landlords  to  consult,  we  beg  to  submit 
that  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  was  partly  composed  of  such,  and  they  were 
not  able  to  surmount  the  difficulties  of  their  situation;  we  are,  therefore, 
satisfied  that  such  a meeting  would  have  no  other  effect  than  to  retard  the 
necessary  operations  of  the  law,  and  produce  nothing  but  altercation  and 
confusion. 

We  are  glad  to  know  from  Mr.  Paterson’s  own  declaration,  that  he  is  equally 
anxious  with  us  for  the  collection  of  this  rate,  and  is  only  desirous  of  preventing 
oppression  and  breach  of  the  peace.  We  are  satisfied  that  with  his  sincere 
co-operation,  and  that  of  other  landlords  in  the  Union,  neither  of  these  evils 
need  he  dreaded. 

As  to  Mr.  Paterson’s  individual  case,  it  cannot  be  met  by  us,  however  much 
we  may  appreciate  his  useful  exertions  to  give  employment.  It  is  for  you, 
gentlemen,  to  refer  him  to  your  reply  to  the  Newcastle  Board  of  Guardians, 
relative  to  Lord  Devon’s  application  for  individual  property  rating. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  31,  1847. 

After  a careful  perusal  of  the  copy  of  Mr.  Paterson’s  communication, 
which  accompanied  your  letter  of  the  23rd  instant,  it  appears  to  me  that  that 
gentleman  is  impressed  with  a notion  that  the  property  situated  within  the 
Scariff  Union  has  been  placed  at  the  mercy  of  a set  of  unprincipled  function- 
aries, who  are  actuated  by  no  better  motive  than  to  ensure  its  wanton  confisca- 
tion ; for  Mr.  Paterson  abstains  from  all  allusion  to  the  starving  condition  of 
the  population,  and  is  equally  silent  regarding  the  state  of  debt  and  difficulties 
into  which  the  Union  has  been  plunged  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  or 
rather  by  a majority  of  that  body,  for  there  were  gentlemen  of  correct  feeling 
and  high  honour  belonging  to  that  Board,  who  were  most  anxious  to  administer 
the  laws  enacted  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  with  vigour  and  effect. 

It  is  this  heavy  debt  which  has  rendered  a 7s.  6d.  rate  indispensably  necessary ; 
to  liquidate  which,  and  to  meet  more  recent  expenditure,  10,000Z.  are  at  this 
moment  required. 

Mr.  Paterson  should  have  entered  his  protest  against  a recHess  expenditure 
when  supplies  were  being  purchased  on  credit  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians 
at  more  than  double  the  market  prices  of  the  day,  instead  of  now  raising  innu- 
merable objections  and  difficulties  against  the  remedial  measures  rendered  neces- 
sary solely  by  the  misconduct  of  that  Board,  and  which  measures  the  strong 
arm  of  the  law  has  forced  upon  those  who  are  now  administering  the  Poor 
Laws  in  this  Union ; for  the  sheriff  has  long  since  seized  in  execution  the  very 
rags  worn  by  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  there  being  no  other  effects,  and  a 
sad  deficiency  even  of  these. 

In  addition  to  other  liabilities,  the  late  Board  issued  cheques  to  the  amount 
of  nearly  4000Z.,  without  having  a farthing  in  the  hands  of  their  banker.  One 
of  the  sad  consequences  of  such  a proceeding  has  been,  that  many  of  these 
cheques  have'been  parted  with  for  one-third  of  their  nominal  value ; and,  last 
summer,  a poor  tailor  who  had  been  paid  for  his  labour  by  the  Guardians  with 
a cheque  for  1Z.  10s.  was  glad  to  sell  it  for  10s.,  to  save  his  family  from 
starvation. 

I feel  bound  to  infer  that  Mr.  Paterson  must  be  in  total  ignorance  of  the 
circumstances  and  condition  of  this  Union,  with  the  exception  of  the  one 
isolated  fact  of  a 7s.  6d.  rate  having  been  struck. 

As  regards  his  proposal  of  a townland  rating,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
offer  any  opinion,  seeing  that  it  is  repugnant  to  the  existing  law ; but  I feel 
bound  to  supply  an  omission  to  Mr.  Paterson’s  statement,  namely,  that  a 
townland  rating  would  effectually  screen  that  gentleman  from  poor-rates,  seeing 
(if  the  inquiries  and  researches  which  I have  made  be  correct,  as  I believe 
them  to  be)  that  there  are  no  persons  on  his  property,  which  is  valued  at  362 1., 
who  require  public  support,  his  tenantry  being  chiefly  substantial  farmers,  there 
being  but  16  persons  valued  at  and  under  4Z. 

Finally,  Mr.  Paterson’s  fears  as  to  the  peace  of  the  Union  being  broken 
should  the  collection  of  the  rate  be  attempted,  I hold  to  be  perfectly  ground- 
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less ; but  should  any  symptoms  of  the  kind  be  evinced,  doubtless  the  arm  of 
the  law  will  be  found  sufficiently  powerful  as  well  to  preserve  the  peace  as  to 
collect  the  rate.  It  is  no  time  now  to  temporize  with  a section  of  rate-payers 
when  the  pauper  population  are  starving. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Paterson: — January  10,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  letter  of  the 
22nd  ultimo  ; and  in  reference  thereto  they  desire  to  state,  that  having  com- 
municated on  the  subject  with  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Scariff  Union,  the  Com- 
missioners see  no  sufficient  reason  for  their  interfering  to  prevent  the  law  from 
taking  its  course  in  respect  of  the  rate  which  has  been  made  on  your  property 
by  the  Vice-Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  are  convinced  that  the  Vice-Guardians  in  the  course 
which  they  have  adopted  have  been  actuated  by  a sense  of  public  duty  in 
reference  to  the  great  destitution  "which  exists  in  Scariff  Union,  and  the  amount 
of  debts  incurred  and  left  unpaid  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians.  The  first 
duty  of  the  Vice-Guardians  is,'  to  relieve  the  distress  which  unhappily  exists  in 
the  different  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union ; and  unless  it  is  shown  that  the 
rate  made  in  any  such  division  is  too  large  to  secure  this  object  (which  the 
Commissioners  see  no  reason  to  believe),  the  Vice-Guardians  were  fully  jus- 
tified in  making  a rate  of  7 s.  6d.  in  the  pound  in  all  the  electoral  divisions  of 
an  Union  the  valuation  of  which  is  represented  to  the  Commissioners  as  notori- 
ously too  low. 

However  much  the  Commissioners  may  regret  the  hardship  ’of  your  indi- 
vidual case,  the  Commissioners  cannot  comply  with  your  request  to  introduce 
a system  of  townland  rating.  At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  desire  to 
observe,  that  the  present  system  of  rating  is  not  on  Unions  as  such,  but  on 
electoral  divisions.  If,  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  the  Vice-Guardians, 
there  is  any  electoral  division  in  Scariff  Union  in  which  the  whole  sum  of 
7s.  6d.  in  the  pound  will  not  be  required,  the  balance  will  remain  to  the  credit 
of  the  electoral  division,  and  will  not  be  applied  to  the  uses  of  the  Union 
generally. 


Mr.  Paterson  to  the  Commissioners: — January  13,  1848. 

I have  this  day  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter,  in  answer  to  my 
communication  with  regard  to  the  rate  on  the  Scariff  Union.  I beg  to  call 
your  attention  again  to  that  part  referring  to  the  collection  by  instalments,  and 
to  which  you  do  not  even  allude.  It  would  appear  from  Sir  G.  Grey’s  answer 
to  the  member  for  Portarlington,  that  it  is  in  your  power,  as  I asserted  before, 
to  order  the  Vice-Guardians  (they  being  for  the  time  your  servants,)  to  levy 
the  rate  as  you  may  deem  fit ; nor  can  I conceive  any  objection  you  may  have 
to  issuing  this  order,  it  tending  towards  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Union,  so  will  as  to  the  advantage  accruing  from  the  rate,  and  I would  again 
respectfully  call  your  attention  to  this  point. 

From  your  official  communication,  I can  see  no  reason  to  infer  that  my 
assertion  was  incorrect  as  to  the  rate  being  a Union,  and  not  an  electoral 
division  rate ; but  on  the  contrary  am  now  more  fully  convinced  of  the  validity 
of  my  objection,  both  from  the  latter  part  of  your  letter,  as  from  a previous 
conversation  witli  Mr.  Twisleton,  clearly  pointing  out  that  the  Vice-Guardians 
never  had  examined  into  the  cases  of  the  several  electoral  divisions,  but  had 
struck  one  rate  of  7s.  §d.  in  the  pound,  I presume  to  save  themselves  any 
extra  trouble,  “ as,  should  not  the  whole  sum  of  7s.  6d.  in  the  pound  be 
“ required,  the  balance  would  remain  to  the  credit  of  the  electoral  division, 
“ and  not  be  applied  to  the  uses  of  the  Union  generally ; ” in  this  showing, 
at  least  to  me,  the  advantage  and  benefit  of  instalments  so  much  desired : for 
what  can  I understand  by  a rate  of  7s.  6d.  in,  the  pound  on  all  the  electoral 
divisions,  otherwise  than  a Union  rate,  alLthe  electoral  divisions  forming  the 
Union. 

Gentlemen,  I would  respectfully  urge  your  attention  again  to  this  point,  and 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  rating  is  at  present  levied,  as  it  cannot  be  an  ad- 
vantage to  you  to  assist  in  the  confiscation  of  property,  of  to  the  discourage- 
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ment  of  those  landlords  who  are  willing,  anxious,  and  in  many  cases  embarrass- 
ing themselves,  to  assist  their  cottier  tenantry  ; but  that  rather,  you,  from  the 
high  position,  from  the  great  powers  you  possess,  would  exercise  that  au- 
thority, and  assist  and  encourage  those  landlords  and  private  individuals; 
and  I would  request  you  not  to  shelter  yourselves  under  the  plea  of  not  having 
these  rates  to  pay,  in  looking  to  the  wants  of  such  landlords,  where  it  can  be 
clearly  proved,  that,  without  any  hope  of  gain,  without  the  slightest  prospect 
or  wish  at  emolument,  they  have  been  laying  out  their  own  monies,  than  take 
advantage  of  the  Government  loan  to  employ,  and  thus  remove  from  the 
charity  of  the  poor-rates,  all  those  families  and  separate  individuals  dependent 
on  them. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  and  with  the  most  urgent  entreaty,  gentlemen, 
I would  call  on  you  to  show  to  the  country  that  you  are  determined  to  use 
your  powers  in  enforcing  the  principle  that  properties  should  support  their 
own  poor,  and  especially  when  urged  to  it  by  a landlord  whose  dependants, 
to  a great  number,  and  with  but  two  exceptions,  are  the  small  cottier  and 
labouring  tenants  of  the  country,  and  holding  all  the  lands  in  their  own 
occupation. 

I would  request  your  earliest  communication. 

I would  also  request  the  correspondence  between  your  Board  and  that  of 
the  Scariff  Union,  on  the  subject  of  my  first  letter. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  20,  1848. 

In  reference  to  that  part  of  your  letter  in  which  you  call  the  Com- 
missioners’ attention  to  that  part  of  your  letter  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  which 
referred  to  the  collection  of  the  poor-rate  by  instalments,  and  to  which  you 
state  that  the  Commissioners  did  not  even  allude,  I am  directed  in  turn  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  first  paragraph  of  the  Commissioners’  letter  to  you  in 
which  they  state,  that  they  see  no  sufficient  reason  for  interfering  to  prevent 
the  law  from  taking  its  course  in  'respect  of  the  rate  which  has  been  made  on 
your  property  by  the  Vice-Guardians. 

As  you  are  legally  bound  to  pay  the  rate  which  has  been  made  upon  you  by 
the  Vic.e-Guardians  of  Scariff  Union ; as  the  law  does  not  recognize  the  col- 
lection of  a rate  by  instalments : and  as  a collector  who  has  received  his  warrant, 
cannot  legally  be  required  to  take  instalments  of  a rate  ; the  Commissioners, 
in  the  words  above  quoted,  virtually  negatived  the  proposition  for  the  collection 
of  the  poor-rate  in  Scariff  Union  by  instalments. 

In  regard  tp  your  account  of  a conversation  at  the  Poor  Law  Office,  the 
Commissioners  are  authorized  to  assure  you,  that  you  entirely  misunderstand 
the  drift  of  what  was  said  on  the  occasion  adverted  to. 

With  respect  to  your  remark,  that  “ you  see  no  reason  to  infer,  from  the 
“ latter  part  of  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  that  your  assertion 
“ was  incorrect  as  to  the  rate  being  an  Union,  and  not  an  electoral  division  rate, 
“ but  that,  on  the  contrary,  you  are  now  more  fully  convinced  of  the  validity 
“ of  your  objection,”  the  Commissioners  desire  to  set  forth  the  passage  to 
which  you  advert,  which  was  as  follows  : — 

“ The  present  system  of  rating  is  not  on  Unions  as  such,  but  on  electoral 
" divisions.  If,  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  there  is  any 
“ electoral  division  in  Scariff  Union,  in  which  the  whole  sum  of  7s.  6d.  in  the 
“ pound  will  not  be  required,  the  balance  will  remain  to  the  credit  of  the  elec- 
“ toral  division,  and  will  not  be  applied  to  the  uses  of  the  Union  generally.” 

The  Commissioners  have  to  add,  that  the  meaning  in  the  Irish  Poor  Laws 
of  an  Union  rate  is,  a rate  which  is  applied  to  the  uses  of  the  Union  generally, 
and  in  which,  if  the  whole  sum  levied  on  an  electoral  division  is  not  required 
for  it,  the  balance,  nevertherless,  does  not  remain  to  the  credit  of  such  electoral 
divisions. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state,  that  they  would  readily 
comply  with  your  request,  to  furnish  you  with  a copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  Commissioners  and  the  Scariff  Board  of  Guardians,  on  the  subject 
of  your  first  letter,  were  it  not  contrary  to  their  practice  in  similar  cases. 
The  Commissioners  however  do  not  hesitate  to  acquaint  you  with  the  main 
grounds  alleged  by  the  Guardians  on  which  the  Commissioners  arrived  at  the 
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conclusion,  that  it  was  undesirable  for  them  to  prevent  the  law  from  taking  its 
course  in  reference  to  the  rate  made  on  your  property.  These  grounds  were, 
in  substance,  that  the  destitution  in  Scariff  Union  was  very  great,  and  in  order 
•to  pay  the  Union  debts,  and  to  preserve  the  destitute  poor  from  starvation,  it 
was  necessary  to  push  forward  the  collection  of  the  rate  with  the  least  possible 
delay. 


Mr.  Reade  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  26,  1847. 

Having  no  other  feasible  mode  of  redress,  I trouble  you  with  the  fol- 
lowing facts : — 

I am  joint  occupier,  with  a Mrs.  Tandy,  of  the  electoral  division  of  Mount- 
shannon,  Scariff  Union,  valuation.  Poor  Law,  1530/. ; Ordnance,  1640/. ; and 
many  farms  are  let  at  less  than  the  valuation,  by  me,  previous  to  the  Poor  Law 
enactment,  on  leases,  and  agreements  for  leases,  of  a life,  of  21  years. 

Consequently,  I am  not  legally  liable  to  the  poor-rate  of  those  holdings. 

I wrote,  offering  to  point  out  to  the  Vice-Guardians  lately  appointed,  those 
who  were  so  circumstanced,  and  well  able  to  pay ; and  offering  personally  to 
pay  for  43  holdings,  though  not  legally  liable,  as  the  persons  were  poor — as  I 
always  had  done  on  former  rates. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  declined  my  offer,  and  placed  the  whole  rate  on 
me,  as  immediate  lessor ; by  this  means  I lose  all  the  rate  from  solvent  tenants 
— or  I may  appeal— and,  though  I must  succeed,  I should  have  to  pay,  not 
only  my  own  expense,  but  also  the  expense  of  the  defence — as,  in  all  cases,  I pay 
three-fourths  of  the  rates.  So  that  an  appeal  in  each  case  would  be  ruinous ; 
and  the  Vice-Guardians  would  be  perfectly  indifferent  on  the  matter. 

It  is  right  to  state,  I did  appeal  on  a former  occasion,  and  at  once  suc- 
ceeded. 

The  Queen’s  Bench  remedy  would  be  still  worse,  as  I should  have  to  pay 
both  costs,  though  successful. 

Both  the  names  were  on  the  rate-book,  and  the  only  question  for  the  Vice- 
Guardians  was,  which  they  would  enforce  the  rate  from.  By  taking  it  from 
me,  I lose  the  whole  rate,  and  have  no  remedy.  In  the  other  case,  the  occu- 
piers would  have  paid  it,  as  they  always  did. 

The  difficulties  I have  to  contend  with  'are  overwhelming,  without  any  addi- 
tional or  illegal  ones  being  imposed. 

A population  of  2400,  on  a valuation  of  1530/.,  or  12s.  8 d.  a- head,  in  a poor 
mountain  district,  on  which  I have  had  the  misfortune  to  have  already 
expended  10,000/.  capital.  In  such  a district,  to  exonerate  all  the  small 
farmers  from  poor-rate,  and,  consequently,  make  them  utterly  careless  what 
number  of  old,  helpless,  relatives  or  strangers  are  introduced,  the  utter  impos- 
sibility of  controlling  such  conduct,  where  all  interest  is  removed,  need  not  be 
pointed  out  to  you. 

The  rate  struck,  7s.  M.  in  the  pound,  I will  pay  out  of  capital  solely.  It, 
■with  the  county  tax,  4s.  in  the  pound,  is  a great  deal  more  than  I have 
received' — and,  in  fact,  amounts  to  total  confiscation.  As  duties  are  now  always 
referred  to,  I may  be  pardoned  for  stating,  that  I have  endeavoured  to  do 
mine.  I have  refused  to  none,  and  have  uniformly  afforded  work,  for  the  last 
15  months,  to  every  labourer  of  this  division. 

But  all  the  solvent  farmers  have  taken  alarm,  and  are  flying  to  America 
from  the  rates,  or  throwing  up  land.  This  division  and  Union,  I firmly 
believe,  will  almost  immediately  consist  of  ruined  proprietors  and  a pauper 
peasantry. 

I shall  struggle  against  it  to  the  last ; but  I have  no  doubt  of  the  result — 
no  purchaser  can  be  found  for  such  properties.  The  Vice-Guardians  come  from 
the  best  land  in,  perhaps,  the  world,  where  7s.  6d.  is  about  the  value  of  the  8th 
or  10 th  part  of  an  acre  of  land — in  this  Union,  it  is  more  than  the  value  of  an 
entire  acre ; so  that,  supposing  one  half  the  rents  to  have  been  paid,  and  that  is 
the  full  average,  it  amounts  to  a confiscation  of  the  whole'  available  income  of 
the  Union. 

It  will  be  paid  by  some  proprietors  and  farmers,  out  of  capital,  and  the  rest 
of  the  Union  will  become  one  great  pauper  warren. 

I hope  the  case  .1  have  stated,  with  regard  to  my  own  position,  will  meet 
your  consideration. 
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The  defective  valuation  of  this  Union  I need  not  allude  to  ; Lord  Morpeth 
deemed  it  both  “ unjust  and  illegal,”  and  yet  the  rate  is  again  struck  on  it,  by 
which  some  of  the  best  property  is  altogether  exempted,  and  the  rate  falls  on 
others  with  augmented  weight. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  31,  1847. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  enclosing  copy  of  a letter 
from  Mr.  Reade,  relative  to  the  rating  of  his  property  in  this  Union,  we  beg  to 
state  that  the  only  propositions  we  had  from  that  gentleman  were  contained  in 
two  letters,  the  substance  of  the  first  of  which,  and  our  resolution  thereon,  was 
stated  in  our  minutes  of  the  1st  December  instant. 

Mr.  Reade’s  second  letter,  and  our  reply  thereto,  were  both  stated  on  our 
minutes  of  the  21st  instant,  to  both  of  which  we  beg  respectfully  to  refer. 

The  Vice- Guardians,  under  the  pressing  circumstances  in  which  they  were 
placed,  and  having  no  distinct  or  tangible  proposition  from  Mr.  Reade,  nor 
means  of  arriving  at  an  equitable  decision  on  his  own  ex -parte  statement,  were 
obliged  to  sign  the  rate-books  as  they  stood,  rather  than  delay  the  collection, 
at  a moment  when  the  lives  of  thousands  were  dependent  on  the  immediate 
raising  of  funds  for  the  subsistence  of  the  poor. 

In  making  any  decision  between  Mr.  Reade  and  his  tenantry,  if  we  had 
agreed  to  entertain  his  proposition,  we  are  not  satisfied  that  we  would  have 
acted  legally,  and  were  therefore  unwilling  to  undertake  the  responsibility. 
We  have  made  inquiries,  and  we  do  not  find  that  Mr.  Reade  did  appeal  in  the 
cases  he  alludes  to  when  a former  rate  was  made,  and  we  cannot  see  that  there 
is  any  formidable  obstacle  to  his  lodging  an  appeal  now,  and  if  he  does  so,  he 
will  not  find  that  we  are  disposed  to  offer  any  vexatious  opposition  to  his 
having  justice  done  to  him. 

We  beg  to  correct  a misstatement  of  Mr.  Reade’s,  that  both  the  names  of 
the  occupiers  and  immediate  lessors  were  in  the  rate-books ; this  is  not  the 
fact,  nor  would  it  be  legal  to  have  it  so. 

Mr.  Reade  speaks  of  the  difficulties  he  has  to  contend  with,  which,  no  doubt, 
are  many,  but  we  submit  that  they  are  not  greater  than  those  of  other  landed 
proprietors  in  this  Union,  nor  so  great  as  those  to  which  we,  as  Vice-Guardians, 
are  subject,  which  Mr.  Reade  and  some  other  rate-payers  rather  seek  to  aggra- 
vate than  to  alleviate. 

We  find  that  the  electoral  division  of  Mountshannon,  in  which  Mr.  Reade’s 
property  is  situated,  is  valued,  as  he  states,  to  1536Z.,  the  rate  on  which,  with 
arrears,  amounts  to  595 1.  18s.  8 d.  The  amount  due  by  that  electoral  division 
at  29th  September  last  was  2721,  besides  217/.  for  relief,  under  10  Viet.  cap.  7. 
The  estimated  expense  to  25th  March  next,  cannot  be  less  than  200/.,  which 
will  leave  the  electoral  division'  still  in  debt,  even  if  the  whole  of  the  rate  be 
collected  before  that  time. 

The  question  between  Mr.  Reade  and  the  Vice-Guardians  is  not  as  to  the 
value  of  the  land  on  which  the  rate  is  levied,  but  whether  the  rate  is  or  is  not 
sufficient  or  excessive  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  poor  in  the  manner 
provided  by  the  law.  The  value  of  the  land  in  the  district  from  which  the 
Vice-Guardians  came  has  nothing  whatsoever  to  do  with  the  matter,  and  has 
had  no  influence  in  determining  the  amount  of  rate  which  they  should  strike  ; 
they  regarded  chiefly  the  debts  of  the  Union,  and  the  necessities  of  the  destitute 
poor ; but  were  in  some  measure  guided  by  the  supposed  ability  of  the  rate- 
payers to  meet  this  demand,  and  it  was  this  consideration  alone  which  pre- 
vented their  making  a still  higher  rate. 

Mr.  Reade  seems  to  have  gone  astray  in  his  calculations,  by  assuming  that 
the  rate  will  amount  to  7s,  6dr  per  acre  on  the  poor  land  in  this  Union.  We 
wish  to  correct  him  by  explaining  that  the  rate  amounts  only  to  three-eighths 
of  the  annual  value  of  the  acre,  whether  that  acre  is  worth  3/.  or  only  5s.  We 
are  sorry  to  find  that  this  Union  is  in  so  impoverished  a.  state ; the  mass  of 
pauperism  is  immense,  almost  overwhelming,  but  we  do  not  think  that  the 
population  should  be  abandoned  to  certain  annihilation  by  famine  and  pes- 
tilence, without  an  effort  to  avert  such  a calamity. 

Mr.  Reade  has  failed  to  point  out  any  feasible  remedy  by  which  destitution 
can  be  relieved  without  expense  to  the  owners  of  property. 

3 T 2 
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W e are  convinced  that  the  present  valuation  of  the  Union  is  very  defective, 
and  are  most  anxious  to  have  it  corrected,  hut  the  overwhelming  pressure  of 
debts  and  destitution,  left  us  no  alternative  but  to  choose  the  least  of  two  evils 
and  make  a rate  on  the  existing  valuation. 

Enclosures. 

Extracts  from  Minutes  of  the  Vice-Guardians  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Report. 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  December  1,  1847. 

Read  a letter  from  Philip  Reade,  Esq.,  of  Wood  Park,  Mountshannon,  in  this  Union* 
complaining  of  the  injustice  of  striking  a rate  on  the  immediate  lessor  in  the  electoral  divisio 
of  Mountshannon,  for  lands  which  are  either  held  in  perpetuity,  or  for  long  terms  on  leases,  or 
agreements  for  leases  dated  prior  to  the  first  Poor  Law  Act,  and  therefore  expressly  exempted 
by  the  Act  from  being  so  charged;  and  further  stating  that,  several  farms  have  been  consoli- 
dated into  one,  and  yet  are  now  charged  separately  to  the  immediate  lessor;  and  complaining 
that  a great  injustice  would  be  wrought  unless  the  rate-book  is  amended. 

Rrsolved,— That  the  necessities  of  the  poor  in  this  Union  are  such,  and  the  sufferings  so 
great  both  within  and  outside  the  workhouse,  from  the  want  of  funds  to  pay  for  the  daily 
maintenance  of  the  paupers,  and  to  afford  that  measure  of  out-door  relief  to  which  the  sick 
and  indigent  poor  are  eutitled;  and  the  embarrassments  of  the  Union  being  so  great  from  the 
pressing  demands  of  creditors  to  the  amount  of  over  6000Z.,  left  unpaid  by  the  late  Guardians, 
the  present  property  in  the  workhouse  being  seized  by  the  sheriff  under  execution  at  the  suit  of 
some  of  the  creditors,  and  liable  to  be  sold  from  day  to  day,  the  Vice-Guardians  consider  it 
their  duty  not  to  delay  signing  the  rate-books,  notwithstanding  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Reade, 
more  especially  because  it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Reade  appealed  against  the  rating  when 
last  made  by  the  late  Board  ot  Guardians,  and  that  it  is  still  in  his  power  to  appeal  against  the 
present  rating  if  he  finds  himself  aggrieved. 


Extracts  from  Minutes  of  December  21,  1847. 

Mountshannon  Electoral  Division , 

Gentlemen,  December  21,1847. 

As  persons  may,  and  I believe  have  applied  for  and  are  receiving  relief  in  this  electoral 
division  who  can  earn  good  wages  if  they  please  to  work,  I beg  to  apprise  you  thus  officially, 
as  I have  previously  in  your  Board-room,  that  no  person  whatever  has  been  refused  employ- 
ment by  me  for,  I believe,  15  months,  and  that  I have  ordered  my  steward  to  continue  to 
afford  it  at  full  wages,  and  when  it  ceases  I shall  inform  you  or  direct  him  to  do  so.  I beg 
also  to  state,  that  all  persons  employed  get  an  excellent  4 lb.  of  good  stirabout  for  %d.,  and  all 
poor  widows  and  others  the  same  gratis,  daily,  who  have  been  deemed  objects,  and  that,  same 
will  be  continued  until  the  1st  March  next,  and  if  then  stopped  you  will  be  informed  of  the 
r Undt^  t^ese  circumstances,  I hope  the  Vice-Guardians  will  not  encourage  idleness,  by 
affording  relief  to  those  who  are  able  to  work,  or  discourage  industry  and  independent  support, 
by  giving  money  as  relief  to  persons  who  can  get  food  gratis  daily  if  really  objects,  and  who, 
with  assistance,  will  now,  as  they  always  have  done  heretofore,  support  themseives  by  various 
independent  sources  of  industry,  and  which,  if  pecuniary  aid  is  once  tasted,  will  utterly  cease, 
and  also  utterly  confiscate  the  property  of  this  electoral  division.  Begging  this  letter  may  be 
inserted  on  your  minutes, 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Philip  Reade. 


The  following  reply  was  given  to  Mr.  Reade’s  letter. 


®IR*  Scariff  Union,  December  21,  1847. 

Your  letter  of  this  date  has  been  received,  and  will  be  inserted  in  our  minutes.  We 
can  assure  you  that  we  fully  appreciate  the  exertions  you  are  making  to  give  employment  and 
subsistence  to  the  poor  of  your  neighbourhood,  and  that  we  shall  be  happy  to  co-operate  with 
your  views  by  uot  affording  relief  to  those  who  have  an  opportunity  of  earning  their  livelihood 
by  labour.  As  to  the  relief  of  those  classes  whom  we  are  obliged  by  law*5 to  relieve  out  of 
doors,  when  there  is  no  room  for  them  in  the  house,  we  must  depend  on  the  report  of  the 
relieving  officer  as  to  their  destitution,  but  the  relieving  officer  will  be  glad  to  have  your 
assistance  to  enable  him  to  detect  any  cases  of  imposition  which  may  be  attempted. 

If  you  would  supply  Mr.  George  Sampson  with  a list  of  those  to  whom  you  are  kindly 
affording  relief  gratis,  it  would  enable  him  to  distinguish  those  in  his  report,  and  we  would 
give  them  our  attention. 


Your  obedient  servants, 

(Signed)  J.  J.  Fisher, 
John  Christy, 


Vice-  Guardians. 
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Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners: — December  30,  1847. 

I beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant, 
enclosing  a copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Reade,  and  in  reply  I beg  to  enclose  a 
copy  of  another  letter  from  that  gentleman,  together  with  an  extract  from  the 
minutes  elated  1st  instant,  which  embodies  the  sentiments  of  the  Vice- Guardians 
and  my  self,  on  the  subject  which  Mr.  Reade  has  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  Commissioners. 

I must  add,  however,  that  it  appears  to  me  that  Mr.  Reade  should  have 
pressed  for  the  redress  of  his  grievance  during  the  period  when  he  was  himself 
in  office,  seeing  that  the  Guardians  were  left  perfectly  uncontrolled  in  the 
alteration  of  the  valuation  ; so  much  so,  indeed,  that  one  Guardian  reduced  his 
own  valuation  below  the  amount  which  qualified  him  to  remain  in  office ; and, 
on  this  fact  being  pointed  out  to  him,  he  then  added  another  shilling  to  his 
rating  merely  to  sustain  his  position  as  a Poor  Law  Guardian. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Reade: — January  12,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  the  Commissioners  have 
communicated  with  the  Vice- Guardians,  and  the  Guardians  have  explained,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners,  that  they  were  obliged  to  sign  the  rate- 
books as  they  stood,  rather  than  delay  the  collection  at  a moment  when  the 
lives  of  thousands  were  dependent  on  the  immediate  raising  of  funds  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor-  The  Commissioners  would  sincerely  regret  to  learn  that 
your  property  was  unduly  burdened  by  the  rate.  Still  the  legal  remedy  of 
appeal  remains  to  you ; and  in  the  present  very  embarrassing  circumstances  of 
the  Union,  the  Vice-Guardians  were  reduced  to  the  unpleasant  necessity  of 
choosing  between  two  evils,  and  of  these  they  appear  to  the  Commissioners  to 
have  chosen  the  least. 

From  the  report  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  the  rate  made  on  the  electoral 
division  of  Mountshannon  does  not  seem  to  be  greater  than  is  required  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  the  poor  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  law.  The 
whole  valuation  is,  as  you  correctly  state,  1536/. ; and  the  rate,  with  arrears, 
amounts  to  595/.  18s.  8 d.  Now  the  amount  due  by  the  electoral  division  for 
Poor  Law  expenses  on  the  29th  of  September  last  was  272/.,  besides  217/.  due 
for  relief  under  the  10th  Vic.,  c.  7 ; and  the  estimated  expenses  to  the  25th  of 
March  next  cannot,  it  is  stated,  be  less  than  200/.  So  that,  supposing  the 
electoral  division  does  not  repay  any  of  the  advances  under  the  Temporary 
Relief  Act  before  the  25th  of  next  March,  the  electoral  division  will  only  have 
the  sum  of  106/.  185.  8 d.  to  its  credit  at  that  date,  while  if  the  division  repays 
the  full  amount  of  those  advances,  it  will  actually  be  in  debt. 


Mr.  Reade  to  the  Commissioners: — January  18,  1848. 

It  is,  I know,  useless  to  remonstrate  with  official  gentlemen  once  they 
have  decided,  and  I only  write  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  to 
correct  facts  as  given  by  the  Vice-Guardians: — 

“ That  they  were  obliged  to  sign  the  books  rather  than  delay  the  collection  a 
“ moment.”  Nearly  two  months,  from  13th  October  to  8th  December,  was 
devoted  to  fill  this  rate-book,  one  quarter  of  an  hour  with  the  revised  valuation 
on  the  table  was  not  too  much  to  do  so  honestly  and  legally,  as  it  was  only  to 
leave  both  names  on  the  rate-book  instead  of  improperly  omitting  one. 

I thought  I had  explained  that  the  grievance  I complain  of  is,  that  I am 
virtually  deprived  of  my  right  of  appeal  by  having  to  pay  costs  at  both  sides, 
which  exceed  the  possible  gain.  “ That  the  legal  remedy  of  appeal  remains 
to  me,”  as  stated  in  your  letter,  is  rather  a singular  answer  to  my  complaint. 

Excuse  these  observations,  but  when  I see  the  fruits  of  my  own  unwearied 
industry  and  capital  for  many  years,  and  my  children’s  property,  about  to  be 
confiscated  by  the  course  adopted,  I cannot  at  once  submit  in  total  silence. 

None  of  the  debts  are  paid  ;•  a small  one,  only  4l.,  due  to  myself,  was  refused 
on  Saturday ; and  I deliberately  and  thus  coolly  state  my  conviction,  that  if  the 
uncontrolled  command  of  the  funds  is  left  to  persons,  one  of  whom  at  least  has 
extreme  opinions,  and  with  merely  official  surveillance,  and  not  of  those  having 
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personal  interest,  all  the  property  of  this  Union  will  be  confiscated  u according 
to  law.” 

One  farther  hope  I have,  which  I now  submit  for  your  consideration. 

The  workhouse  now  contains,  as  I hear,  900  paupers.  The  proportion  of 
accommodation  falling  to  this  electoral  division  would  be  for  about  33  persons ; 
now,  if  by  private  expenditure  I prevent  a greater  number  entering  the  house5, 
this  electoral  division,  the  poorest  in  the  Union,  with  only  12s.  6 d.  a head  for 
its  population,  ought  to  be  exempted  from  paying  for  the  other  houses  and 
stores  taken  for  the  in-door  relief  of  other  electoral  divisions  at  immense 
expense.  There  is  evidently  no  reason  why  one  electoral  division  should  be 
charged  with  the  in-door  relief  of  another  than  with  its  out-door  relief,  parti- 
cularly when  it  is  prevented  by  private  employment. 

If  this  is  decided  against  me  it  will  paralyze  individual  exertion,  and  this 
estate  will,  ere  long,  he  handed  over  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  or  their 
paid  Guardians,  and  I should  retire  to  another  country  while  I have  yet  an 
independence  to  enable  me  to  do  so. 


Reply  to  the  above January  22,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  will  communicate  your  letter  to  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians. 

The  Commissioners  can  assure  you  that  they  are  much  concerned,  and  are 
convinced  that  the  feeling  is  shared  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  that  a necessity 
should  exist  for  making  such  a heavy  rate  on  your  electoral  division.  At  the 
same  time  the  Vice-Guardians,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Union,  had 
only  a choice  of  two  evils  before  them,  and  of  these  they  selected  the  best. 

In  regard  to  your  request  that  your  electoral  division  should  be  exempted 
from  paying  for  the  other  houses  and  stores  taken  for  the  in-door  relief  of  other 
electoral  divisions,  the  Commissioners  have  to  regret  that  in  this  instance,  like- 
wise, they  are  precluded  from  meeting  your  views,  inasmuch  as  the  principle 
involved  in  your  request  is  not  recognized  in  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts,  and 
that  it  is  at  variance  with  the  manner  in  which  the  establishment  charges  are 
regulated  in  all  Unions  in  England,  Wales,  or  Ireland. 
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KENMARE  UNION. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — November  28,  1847. 

I have  to  acquaint  the  Commissioners  of  my  arrival  here  on  the 
23rd  instant,  and  for  their  information  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  Union,  upon  the  inspection  which  I have  as  yet  been  able  to  make. 

My  first  duty  was  to  inspect  the  state  of  the  workhouse.  Its  order  and 
cleanliness  were  to  my  satisfaction ; it  contained  the  number  of  inmates  it  is 
calculated  to  receive  (500),  including  about  40  in  the  hospital,  but  upwards  of 
half  the  number  were  children. 

I attended  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  when  they  received  me  with 
proper  courtesy,  and  manifested  a desire  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Com- 
missioners. The  subject  of  admitting  more  paupers  into  the  workhouse  than 
it  is  intended  for,  by  accommodating  the  extra  numbers  in  the  probationary 
wards,  was  brought  up.  Upon  my  objection  it  was  abandoned ; one  of  the 
Guardians  having  provided  accommodation  in  the  town  for  100  boys,  they 
were  removed,  which  enabled  100  more  inmates  to  be  received  into  the  work- 
house,  making  600  receiving  in-door  relief.  During  the  whole  day,  the  entrance 
was  surrounded  by  hundreds  of  applicants  of  the  most  miserable  and  destitute 
class,  craving  for  admission.  I caused  resolutions  to  be  adopted,  appointing  a 
visiting  Committee  to  attend  to  the  internal  economy  of  the  workhouse,  and  a 
Committee  to  control  and  facilitate  the  collection  of  the  rates,  who  expressed 
a readiness  to  undertake  their  duties. 

With  respect  to  the  collection  of  the  rates,  at  present  I am  unable  to  form 
an  opinion  of  the  amount  likely  to  be  collected;  but  133/.  was  paid  in  during 
the  last  week.  The  finances  of  the  Union  are  in  most  embarrassed  circum- 
stances, as  the  Commissioners  are  aware  ; the  liabilities,  amounting  to  3212/., 
with  an  expenditure  increasing  weekly,  and  an  amount  of  destitution  they  are 
unable  to  relieve.  Out-door  relief  is  being  given  only  in  four  divisions,  the 
funds  for  three  being  supplied  from  the  balances  remaining  under  the  Tem- 
porary Relief  Act. 

The  subject  of  the  great  amount  of  distress  already  prevailing  throughout 
this  Union,  is  of  serious  consideration,  and  requires  immediate  attention. 
Allowing  that  every  exertion  is  made  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians,  the  re- 
sources of  the  Union  are  quite  inadequate  to  relieve  the  great  disproportion  of 
the  destitute  population.  The  Commissioners  are  doubtless  aware  of  the 
circumstances  of  this  Union ; I only  wish  to  remind  them  there  is  no  employ- 
ment for  the  people,  and  they  have  no  substitute  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of 
the  potato  upon  which  they  entirely  depended.  At  present  the  distress  of  the 
people  is  far  greater  than  what  prevailed  during  the  same  period  last  year. 
The  destitution  is  increasing  so  rapidly,  that  it  is  sad  to  contemplate  what  a 
few  weeks  may  produce.  The  town  is  at  this  moment,  filled  with  the  most 
miserable  objects  seeking  relief;  the  cries  of  the  children  from  hunger  are 
most  distressing ; the  Bridewell  is  full  of  people  who  have  been  taken  up  in 
the  streets,  and  this  shelter  they  are  glad  to  obtain. 

This  morning,  I regret  to  say,  an  attack  was  meditated  upon  the  Commis- 
sariat stores,  but  the  presence  of  the  police  deterred  the  people. 

I have  made  a tour  of  inspection  through  the  division  of  Tuosist.  It  is  of 
great  extent  and  in  greater  poverty  than  any  part  of  the  Union.  It  is  thickly 
populated  on  various  parts  of  the  coast,  where  there  are  no  visible  means  of 
subsistence,  and  numbers  are  suffering  from  the  want  of  food.  From  this 
division  there  are  upwards  of  100  inmates  in  the  workhouse.  As  yet  there  is 
no  out-door  relief  afforded.  The  state  of  this  division  certainly  requires  some 
relief,  and  that  without  delay.  There  are  some  very  useful  roads  required, 
which  I would  suggest  as  a useful  employment  for  the  people. 

I recommend  that  the  benevolent  intention  of  the  British  Association  for 
affording  relief,  through  the  medium  of  existing  schools,  should  be  carried 
into  operation  without  delay ; though  I fear  that  the  school  accommodation 
in  this  Union  is  very  limited. 

In  conclusion,  I cannot  refrain  from  impressing  upon  the  minds  of  the  Coir 
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missioners  the  necessity  of  affording  some  assistance  to  this  district,  as  under 
any  circumstances,  the  season  is  too  far  advanced  for  any  reliance  to  be  placed 
upon  the  Guardians  for  mitigating  the  present  amount  of  destitution,  and  the 
winter  before  us,  I apprehend,  will  be  a season  of  severe  distress  and  suffering 
for  the  destitute. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — December  1,  1847. 

With  regard  to  the  crowded  state  of  the  workhouse  and  the  pressure  for 
relief,  I am  to  request  that,  if  possible,  further  additional  accommodation  may 
be  obtained  with  a view  of  sending  more  of  the  children  out  of  the  house ; and 
I am  also  to  recommend  you  to  move  the  Guardians  to  give  out-door  relief  at 
once,  to  all  persons  that  can  be  removed  from  the  house,  and  are  of  the  class 
described  in  the  1st  sec.  10  Vic.,  cap.  31,  as  well  as  to  all  destitute  persons  of 
such  classes  who  may  be  amongst  the  applicants  for  relief. 

The  Commissioners  are  also  of  opinion  that  much  good  may  be  effected  by 
a public  notice  from  the  Guardians,  apprizing  the  rate-payers  of  the  urgent 
necessity  for  an  immediate  payment  of  the  rates  outstanding,  which  the  col- 
lectors are  required  to  recover  by  all  the  means  which  the  law  places  at  their 
disposal. 

I am  at  the  same  time,  to  request  that  you  will  report  whether  it  is  necessary 
to  extend  the  power  of  giving  out-door  relief,  by  an  order  under  the  2nd 
section  of  the  Act,  either  limited  to  certain  classes  (as  in  an  order  to  the  Old- 
castle  Union,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent  for  your  information),  or  ex- 
tended to  the  able-bodied  classes  that  may  be  legally  relieved,  as  by  the  further 
order  issued  to  that  Union,  a copy  of  which  is  also  sent. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  10,  1847. 

In  compliance  with  the  Commissioners’  request,  contained  in  your  letter 
of  the  1st  instant,  I have  to  report  that,  although  the  extent  of  destitution  in 
this  Union  may  require  an  order  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act  10  Vic., 
cap.  31,  it  is  unnecessary  to  issue  it  until  the  provisions  of  the  1st  section  are 
properly  extended  to  all  destitute  persons  of  the  classes  therein  mentioned. 
Under  this  section  the  Commissioners’  instructions  are  not  fully  carried  out, 
nor  has  it  yet  been  applied  to  the  very  distressed  electoral  divisions,  viz., 
Tuosist,  Bourdoneen,  and  Kilgarven.  The  excuse  put  forth  by  the  Guardians 
is,  their  inability  from  want  of  funds ; as,  in  consequence  of  their  heavy'  debts, 
they  are  bound  to  pay  away  the  rates  as  soon  as  they  are  collected,  to  avoid 
getting  into  further  difficulties  by  being  subjected  to  legal  proceedings. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — December  5,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  weekly  report,  for  the 
information  of  the  Commissioners. 

This  week  1 have  completed  my  tour  of  inspection  of  the  Union,  and  am 
much  struck  with  the  general  poverty  which  prevails  throughout  the  district, 
which  I can  only  briefly  represent,  by  stating  that  the  general  mass  of  the  popu- 
lation is  in  a state  of  pauperism. 

The  Guardians  have  entered  into  arrangements  for  extra  workhouse  accom- 
modation in  the  town.  In  the  course  of  a few  days,  more  of  the  children  will  be 
removed,  when  more  inmates  will  be  received.  The  applicants  are  numerous, 
and  all  are  real  objects  of  distress. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  control  the  collection  of  the  rates  met  on 
Friday,  and  investigated  the  accounts  of  the  collectors,  when  it  appeared  that 
their  progress  had  been  satisfactory,  considering  that  they  have,  as  yet,  confined 
the  collection  to  the  most  remote  and  unfrequented  parts  of  their  districts.  I 
have  therefore,  some  confidence,  that  as  they  call  on  the  more  wealthy  classes 
for  payment,  the  great  bulk  of  the  rate  will  come  in  without  much  difficulty. 

The  balance  in  hand  of  the  Bourdoneen  Relief  Committee  (amounting  to 
28/.  in  cash,  and  10/.  in  meal,  remaining  from  advances  under  the  Temporary 
Relief  Act),  .was  produced  yesterday,  and  transferred  to  the  Guardians,  and  is 
intended  to  be  applied  for  the  out-door  relief. 
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Out-door  relief  is  a measure  which  I fear  it  will  be  found  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  establish  in  this  Union,  partly  owing  to  the  financial  embarrassments  of 
the  Guardians,  but  chiefly  from  the  disproportionate  amount  of  pauperism 
compared  with  the  value  of  the  land.  As  the  rates  are  collected,  the  Guar- 
dians are  compelled  to  discharge  their  debts,  many  of  which  are  of  long  stand- 
ing, and  they  are  continually  threatened  with  legal  proceedings  by  their 
■creditors.  It  would  be  impracticable  to  collect  another  rate  for  a considerable 
period;  consequently,  taking  into  consideration  the  augmented  workhouse  ex. 
penditure,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Union  will  scarcely  be  in  a position,  to  do 
more  than  provide  for  the  workhouse  with  extended  accommodation. 

The  motion  for  a paid  Board  of  Guardians  came  before  the  Board  yesterday, 
and  was  lost  by  a majority  of  two  votes.  The  argument  put  forth  by  its 
supporters  was,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  Guardians  to  give  that  attention 
to  their  duties  which  the  increased  business  of  the  Poor  Law  Extension  Act 
require ; and  that  in  consequence  of  the  great  distance  some  of  the  Guardians 
have  to  come  on  a Board  day,  they  are  seldom  able  to  attend. 

The  Guardians  and  some  residents  of  the  Bourdoneen  electoral  division,  have 
represented  the  great  inconvenience  they  experience  from  being  attached  to  the 
Kenmare  Union,  owing  to  its  remote  position,  and  are  desirous  of  being  changed 
to  the  Cahirciveen  Union. 

It  would  be  a great  benefit  and  source  of  relief  to  the  Union,  were  the  par- 
ties allowed  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  works,  which  have  been  granted 
under  the  Land  Improvement  Act. 

I had  the  gratification  of  meeting  Mr.  Crawford  (Inspector)  at  the  Board 
yesterday. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  8,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  infer,  from  your  observations  with  respect  to  the 
collection  of  the  rate,  that  the  collectors  are  not  in  the  first  instance  obtaining 
the  rates  from  the  highest  rate-payers. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  that,  in  the  first  place,  the  rates  should  be 
collected  from  all  the  higher  and  more  wealthy  classes  in  the  Union,  or  at 
least,  that  the  collection  in  any  particular  district  should  include  all  classes.  It 
has  been  found  useful  in  other  Unions,  to  require  the  collectors  to  return  to  the 
Guardians  each  week,  the  names  of  the  ten  highest  rate-payers  in  each  district, 
who  are  in  arrear ; and  I am  to  suggest  that  this  plan  should  be  adopted  in 
the  Kenmare  Union,  as  the  Guardians  will  be  better  enabled  by  that  means,  to 
instruct  the  collectors  as  to  any  proceedings  which  may  be  necessary  in  any  case, 
to  obtain  immediate  payment  of  the  rate. 

The  circumstances  of  the  Union  absolutely  require  that  the  most  speedy  and 
vigorous  efforts  should  be  made  to  collect  the  rates,  which  are  required  for  the 
support  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union,  and  the  Commissioners  are  anxious 
that  your  continued  attention  should  be  directed  to  this  essential  point. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  observe,  that  you  entertain  apprehension  of 
great  difficulty  in  administering  out-door  relief,  owing  to  the  extent  of  pau- 
perism in  the  Union ; but  they  request  you  to  bear  in  mind,  that  when  the 
sources  of  the  Union,  are  fully  called  into  action,  if  they  be  fully  proved  to  be 
inadequate,  the  funds  of  the  British  Association  will  be  to  a certain  extent,  an 
auxiliary  resource. 

As  regards  the  Bourdoneen  division,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
are  desirous  that  alterations  of  Unions  should  not  be  made  at  the  present  time, 
unless  absolutely  requisite;  and  they  think  that  the  provisions  of  the  6th 
section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  may  be  acted  upon  with  advan- 
tage in  that  division.  Your  further  observations  on  this  matter  are  requested. 

The  Commissioners  will  communicate  to  the  Board  of  Works  your  observa- 
tions with  respect  to  the  commencement  of  works  under  the  Drainage  Act,  in 
the  Kenmare  Union. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  . — December  12,  1847. 

T he  distress  and  destitution  prevailing  generally  throughout  the  electoral 
division  of  Tuosist,  without'  any  prospect  of  relief  from  the  Guardians,  instigate 


Kenmare  Union. 
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Kemnare  Union.  me  to  the  expediency  of  making  special  application  to  the  Commissioners,  to 
consider  the  necessity  of  granting  relief  to  this  division. 

I have  personally  inspected  the  condition  of  the  people  of  Tuosist,  and  can 
therefore  testify  from  observation  that,  in  many  parts,  the  people  are  suffering 
from  all  the  miseries  of  famine ; nor  can  I conceive  it  possible  for  them  to 
endure  their  privations  much  longer. 

Owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  rate-payers  in  this  division,  it  is  hopeless  to  look 
to  them  for  the  means  of  supporting  the  dreadful  amount  of  pauperism.  There 
are  more  than  its  proportion  of  inmates  in  the  workhouse,  most  of  whom  are 
objects  for  the  out-door  relief ; but  as  there  is  none  in  this  division,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  refuse  them  admission,  in  consequence  of  their  miserable  condition, 
though  it  crowds  the  house  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  other  divisions. 

Under  the  afflicting  circumstances,  I feel  bound  to  recommend  the  case  of 
this  division  as  one  which  the  Commissioners  may  justly  consider  as  an  excep- 
tion, and  request  their  sanction  to  the  funds  of  the  British  Association  being 
applied  for  relief  in  Tuosist,  or  to  any  other  course  the  Commissioners  may 
deem  more  expedient. 

To  delay,  until  I can  report  that  the  resources  of  the  Union  generally  are 
inadequate,  would  be  attended  with  fatal  results  ; and,  with  regret,  I cannot 
but  anticipate  loss  of  life,  by  the  time  arrangements  can  be  made  for  extending 
relief,  consequent  upon  this  representation,  even  should  the  Commissioners  act 
immediately  on  this  requisition. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — December  12,  1847. 

For  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  I have  the  honour  to  submit 
the  following  weekly  report. 

This  week  further  extra  workhouse  accommodation  in  the  town  has  been 
made  available  for  children,  which  enabled  the  Guardians  to  admit  120  more 
inmates  into  the  workhouse  yesterday.  With  respect  to  the  collection  of  the 
rates,  but  little  progress  has  been  made  this  week.  At  the  meeting  yesterday, 
the  names  of  the  ten  highest  rated  defaulters  were  brought  before  the  notice  of 
the  Board,  amongst  them  are  several  of  the  Guardians,  and  gentlemen  who 
hold  stations  of  influence  in  society.  The  collectors  were  directed  to  give  a 
satisfactory  account  that  they  have  used  every  means  which  the  law  places  at 
their  disposal,  to  recover  the  outstanding  rates  from  these  parties,  by  the  next 
Board-day,  and  that  in  case  of  neglect,  they  must  suffer  the  penalty. 

Out-door  relief  has  been  this  week  supplied  to  the  Bourdoneen  division,  from 
the  balance  which  remained  from  the  Relief  Commission.  The  divisions  of 
Kilgarvan,  Bunawn,  and  Tuosist,  are  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  out-door  relief 
from  want  of  funds.  The  destitution  prevailing  in  the  latter  is  such,  that  I 
consider  it  as  a special  case  for  assistance. 

The  financial  difficulties  of  the  Union  prevent  the  Guardians  from  giving 
due  effect  to  the  operation  of  the  Poor  Law.  The  pressing  demands  of  their 
creditors,  leave  them  no  alternative  but  to  discharge  their  debts.  Of  the  out- 
standing rate  there  remains  about  2,000/.  of  debt. 

Owing  to  the  distance  of  the  Bourdoneen  and  Bally  boy  electoral  divisions, 
I would  recommend  the  Commissioners  to  issue  directions  for  complying  with 
the  provisions  of  the  6th  section  of  the  Act  10  Viet.  cap.  31,  as  the  Guardians 
complain  of  their  inability  to  attend  the  Board. 

The  distress  of  the  Union  increases,  nor  do  I hear  of  any  local  exertions 
being  made  which  are  likely  to  afford  relief. 

Exertions  are  being  made  by  the  poor  people  to  prepare  their  land  for  culti- 
vation by  manuring  with  sea-weed. 

Deputy  Commissary-General  Dobree  visited  the  Union  this  week,  on  his  tour 
of  inspection,  and  informed  me  of  the  intention  of  Government  to  construct  an 
oven  at  the  workhouse.  The  Guardians  gladly  accept  the  offer.  It  will  be  of 
great  service,  and  I recommend  it  to  be  erected  without  delay,  as  the  scarcity 
of  bakers  has  delayed  my  proceedings,  in  distributing  the  bounty  of  the  British 
Association  to  the  schools. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — December  15,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  issued  an  order  for  enabling  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  Kenmare  Union  to  give  out-door  relief  to  certain  classes  of  tho 
destitute  poor,  in  addition  to  those  described  in  the  1st  section  of  the  Act 
10  Vic.,  cap.  31. 

The  circumstances  of  the  Union  to  which  you  have  drawn  attention,  require 
that  the  most  strenuous  exertions  should  be  made  to  collect  the  rates  through- 
out the  Union,  from  all  rate-payers  possessing  the  means  of  payment ; and  the 
Commissioners  trust,  that  y ou  will  require  the  collectors  to  give  the  most  unre- 
mitting attention  to  this  important  object. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  request  you  to  report  formally,  whether 
the  Guardians  are  taking  due  steps  to  enforce  payment  of  the  rates,  as  in  case 
of  failure  the  Commissioners  will  have  to  consider  their  responsibilities  under 
the  18th  section  of  the  Act  10  Vic.,  cap.  31. 

In  reference  to  the  remarks  in  your  report  of  the  12th  instant,  the  Commis- 
sioners deem  it  right  to  observe,  that  the  rates  of  the  whole  Union  are  applicable 
to  the  relief  of  the  distress  of  all  parts  of  the  Union  ; and  that,  in  such  portions 
of  the  Union  as  are  not  now  able  to  pay  rates  sufficient  to  relieve  the  distress 
there  existing,  any  sums  applied  for  the  purpose  out  of  the  rates  collected  in 
other  divisions,  must  be  replaced  hereafter  by  the  collection  of  the  rates  now 
outstanding,  and  by  the  imposition  of  further  rates  on  such  portions  of  the 
Union,  if  necessary. 

The  Commissioners  observe  that  the  rateable  property  in  Bourdoneen,  Kil- 
gervan,  Bunawn,  and  Tuosist  divisions,  to  the  destitution  in  which  you  make 
special  reference,  is  estimated  for  rating  at  the  annual  value  of  12,26S/.  10*. 

That  portion  of  your  report  of  the  12th  instant  which  relates  to  the  construc- 
tion of  an  oven  in  the  workhouse,  under  the  direction  of  Commissary-General 
Sir  R.  J.  Routh,  will  be  communicated  to  him. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — December*  18,  1847. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Commissioners,  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  15th  instant,  directing  me  to  report  whether  the  Guardians  are 
taking  due  steps  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  rates,  I have  to  state,  that  since 
my  arrival  in  the  Union  they  have  made  as  much  progress  in  the  collection,  as 
can  reasonably  be  expected. 

With  reference  to  the  sealed  order  of  the  Commissioners,  ordering  out-door 
relief  to  be  given  to  certain  classes  of  the  destitute  poor,  in  addition  to  those 
described  in  the  1st  section  of  the  Act  10  Viet.  cap.  31,  I beg  to  observe  that  as 
the  order  directs  the  relief  to  be  given  in  food,  and  as  the  Guardians  at  present 
give  out-door  relief  in  money,  we  should  have  two  different  systems  in'operation, 
which  would  cause  much  confusion.  I have,  therefore,  to  request  that  the 
Commissioners  will  inform  me  whether  the  Guardians  should  be  restricted  to 
giving  relief  in  food,  or  by  an  allowance  of  money,  as  they  have  been  permitted 
to  do  up  to  the  present  time. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  21,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  with  satisfaction,  the  statement  that 
since  your  arrival  in  the  Union,  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  made  as  much 
progress  in  the  collection  of  the  rates,  as  can  reasonably  be  expected ; and  they 
trust  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  will  use  such  exertions  in  the  collection  of 
the  rates  as  are  necessary,  to  enable  them  to  afford  relief  effectually  to  the 
destitute  poor  of  the  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  cannot  but  entertain 
the  opinion  that  a larger  amount  of  rate  might  have  been  collected  in  the  last 
month,  than  6351.  out  of  4236/.,  due  at  the  beginning  of  the  month ; and  they 
bear  in  mind  that  you  have  already  drawn  attention  to  the  fact,  that  some 
Guardians  owe  the  rate  assessed  on  their  holdings. 

As  regards  the  relief  ’to  be  afforded  to  certain  classes  of  poor  persons  in  the 
Union,  I am  to  state,  that  relief  should  be  given,  in  food  only,  to  the  able- 
bodied,  in  accordance  -with  the  Commissioners’  order  of  the  15th  instant ; bat 
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Kcnmare  Union,  relief  may  be  still  given  as  heretofore  in  money,  or  partly  in  money  and  partly 
in  food,  as  may  be  found  expedient,  to  the  classes  to  whom  the  Guardians  were 
authorized  to  give  out-door  relief,  before  the  issue  of  that  order. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — December  19,  1847. 

For  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  I have  the  honour  to  submit 
the  following  weekly  report. 

Considering  the  circumstances  of  this  Union,  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Law,  since  my  arrival  in  the  Union,  has  thus  far  proceeded  with  satisfaction, 
and  I have  had  great  pleasure  in  seeing  its  gradual  extension  made  available 
to  relieve  the  increasing  demands  of  destitution. 

The  extra  workhouse  accommodation  provided  in  the  town,  has  been  a great 
source  of  relief  to  the  Union,  affording  admission  to  many  able-bodied  families 
who  were  in  great  destitution,  to  which  class  all  the  admissions  are  confined  ; 
and  owing  to  the  numerous  families  of  this  class,  the  greater  portion  of  inmates 
are  consequently  children.  Upon  examination  it  is  found,  that  the  extra  houses 
are  capable  of  receiving  more  inmates,  which  will  enable  the  Guardians  to 
admit  about  50  more ; and  there  are  also  a few  in  the  house  who  are  entitled  to 
out-door  relief,  who  are  to  be  removed. 

The  sealed  order  of  the  Commissioners,  dated  the  15th  instant,  was  read 
yesterday  at  the  Board,  enabling  them  to  extend  out-door  relief  to  certain 
classes  of  the  destitute  poor,  in  addition  to  those  described  in  the  1st  section  of 
the  Act,  10  Vic.,  cap.  31,  and  a resolution  adopted  to  act  upon  it.  Out-door 
relief  has  been  granted  to  the  divisions  of  Kilgarven  and  Tuosist,  which  at 
length  extends  it  over  the  whole  Union. 

Upon  the  important  subject  of  the  collection  of  rates,  I have  endeavoured  to 
stimulate  the  collectors  in  the  execution  of  their  duties.  They  have  certainly 
increased  their  exertions ; but  at  the  same  time  I think  they  are  in  need  of 
assistance,  and  of  being  supported  in  their  authority,  to  enforce  payments.  In 
several  instances  of  distress  upon  parties  well  able  to  pay,  there  have  occurred 
rescues,  and  in  such  cases  the  collectors  should  have  immediate  support  upon 
application.  The  collector  for  the  Bourdoneen  division  makes  but  slow  progress 
in  the  collection,  owing  to  a rumour  of  resistance.  He  appears  to  be  intimi- 
dated. from  making  use  of  his  powers,  and  wishes  for  the  support  of  police 
or  military.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  collectors  I hope  to  receive  a good 
return,  as  they  say  there  are  fairs  and  other  public  meetings  then  to  be  held 
where  they  confidently  expect  to  obtain  payments.  There  are  several  appeals 
against  rates,  which  will  come  before  the  sessions  on  January  3rd. 

Much  discussion  has  arisen  at  the  Board  with  reference  to  the  appointment 
of  a legal  officer,  the  candidates  being  a Guardian  and  a Guardian’s  brother. 
The  selection  yesterday  fell  upon  Mr.  Downing  (attorney),  a Guardian,  and  I 
hear  that  he  is  the  most  competent  person  in  the  town  for  the  business  required. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented  there  is  no  employment  going  on.  Throughout 
the  Union,  I see  no  private  exertions  to  assist  the  people  with  employment. 

I have  commenced  the  distribution  of  the  bounty  of  the  British  Association 
to  destitute  children  through  the  medium  of  existing  schools ; unfortunately 
they  are  so  few  in  number  that  very  little  benefit  can  be  experienced. 

This  week  I have  travelled  over  a great  portion  of  the  Union  ; the  condition 
of  the  people  is  most  wretched,  and  their  prospects  nothing  but  a trial  of  severe 
misery  and  suffering. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  23,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  resistance  which  the  collector  for  Bourdoneen' 
electoral  division  states  has  been  offered  to  him  in  the  collection  of  the  poor- 
rate,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  reason  to  know,  that  the 
requisite  assistance  to  enable  the  collectors  to  discharge  their  duties  effectually, 
will  be  given  on  the  proper  application  for  aid  being  made  to  the  stipendiary 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  any  resistance  to  the  collectors,  should  be  met 
and  overcome  with  promptitude  and  vigour ; and  as  ample  assistance,  where 
really  required,  will  be  immediately  afforded  on  application  for  it,  any  alleged 
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resistance  to  the  collectors  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  cannot  be  admitted  Kenmare  Union, 
as  an  excuse  for  unsatisfactory  returns  of  the  collection.  

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  impress  the 
Guardians  with  these  views. 

With  reference  to  the  proposed  appointment  of  a solicitor  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  already  addressed  the 
Guardians  on  the  subject. 

As  regards  the  want  of  employment  in  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  regret 
that  private  exertions  are  not  being  made  to  provide  profitable  employment 
cor  the  poorer  classes.  A want  of  activity  in  this  respect,  can  only  result  in 
fausing  the  necessary  imposition  of  increased  rates  on  all  rateable  property  for 
the  support  of  the  poor. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  27,  184 7. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  met  on  Friday,  in  consequence  of  Christmas-day 
falling  on  Saturday.  They  have  come  to  the  resolution  of  holding  their  meetings 
at  an  earlier  hour  in  future ; hitherto  they  have  seldom  assembled  before  two 
o’clock,  which  was  a cause  of  much  business  being  neglected. 

There  are  still  in  the  workhouse  several  of  the  classes  entitled  to  receive  out- 
door relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Act,  but  the  Guardians  express  a disin- 
clination to  remove  them  from  the  house,  upon  the  grounds  that  it  would  be  a 
harsh  measure  to  remove  those  who  have  no  shelter  outside.  Several  inmates 
from  the  Bourdoneen  electoral  division  left  the  house  during  the  week,  at  their 
own  request. 

The  collectors  are  making  exertions  to  get  in  the  rates,  but  I regret  there  are 
many  unsatisfactory  reports  regarding  opposition.  They  have  distrained  in  many 
instances,  and  in  nearly  every  case  they  have  been  rescued ; the  offenders  have 
been  summoned,  and  informations  taken  by  the  magistrates.  The  collectors  have 
processed  a large  number  of  defaulters,  for  the  next  quarter,  sessions  to  be  held 
in  Kenmare  on  the  3rd  January  next;  and  they  will  have  the  advantage,  where 
decrees  may  be  obtained,  of  selling  distresses  made  under  them  without  employing 
a licensed  auctioneer.  As  yet  no  benefit  has  been  gained  through  the  measure 
of  exposing  the  names  of  the  ten  highest  rated  defaulters ; the  exposure,  I am  sorry 
to  state,  has  little  or  no  effect  on  the  parties  so  disregarding  the  law.  The  result 
of  proceedings  at  quarter  sessions,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  may  produce  a salutary  effect, 
should  the  law  demonstrate  to  the  public  the  crime  for  non-payment  of  rates.  As 
the  collectors  are  to  make  their  reports  at  the  end  of  this  week,  I must  defer 
making  a more  definite  report  of  their  proceedings. 

The  magistrates  should,  in  evexy  case,  show  their  determination  to  support  the 
collectors  in  carrying  out  the  law.  The  petty  sessions  are  only  held  here  once  a 
month.  I am  of  opinion  a reinforcement  of  police  or  military  would  have  the 
effect  of  showing  the  determination  of  Government  to  enforce  the  rates  being 
collected. 

By  discharging  all  persons  from  the  workhouse  entitled  to  out-door  relief,  I am 
of  opinion  that  the  number  to  be  relieved  under  the  order  of  the  15th  instant, 
would  not  be  so  extensive  as  to  require  the  expense  of  food  establishments,  unless 
it  is  more  advantageous  to  give  all  out-door  relief  in  food. 

With  the  exception  of  a school  at  the  western  extremity  of  Tuosist,  I have 
succeeded  in  supplying  each  of  the  established  public  schools  with  rations  of  bread, 
under  the  conditions  allowed  for  distributing  the  bounty  of  the  British  Relief 
Association,  each  destitute  child  receiving  fib.  of  rye  bread,  which  I have  baked  by 
contract  in  Kenmare,  and  forwarded  by  carts  to  the  respective  schools  in  the 
district.  In  forwarding  these  supplies,  I apprehend  the  escort  of  police  will  soon 
be  necessary,  as  I hear  that  several  depredations  have  been  committed  on  live  stock. 

I regret  that  the  want  of  unity  of  feeling  and  co-operation  in  this  community  is 
an  obstacle  against  carrying  out  any  public  measure  with  general  satisfaction, 
which  unfortunately  is  the  case  with  regard  to  the  school  relief,  some  parties  not 
being  satisfied  without  having  the  entire  control  in  the  distribution  and  arrange- 
ments. 

Due  consideration  may  be  allowed  to  the  collectors  for  the  nature  of  the  country 
where  they  have  to  collect,  which  during  the  late  stormy  and  wet  -weather 
rendered  the  mountainous  glens  almost  inaccessible  : the  treasurer  being  at  Tralee, 
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Kenmare  Union,  and  the  long  distance  they  must  come  to  make  tlieir  reports  and  attend  the  Board, 
~ engage  a great  deal  of  their  time.  The  collector  of  the  Bourdoneen  electoral 

division  has  been  very  unsuccessful,  which  I fear  results  from  a combination 
against  payment  of  rates. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — January  1,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  persons  in  the  workhouse  who  you  state,  are  entitled 
to  out-door  relief,  the  Commissioners  recommend  you  to  have  lists  of  these  classes 
made,  according  to  the  electoral  divisions  in  which  they  resided  before  entering 
the  workhouse,  and  send  the  lists  to  the  relieving  officers  to  ascertain  -whether 
means  of  lodging,  with  relations,  or  otherwise,  may  not  be  found  by  the  paupers  if 
discharged. 

It  is  not  incumbent  on  the  Guardians  to  give  out-door  relief  in  food  only,  to 
the  classes  specified  in  the  1st  section  of  the  Extension  Act : in  fact,  the  Guardians 
have  ample  power  to  grant  allowances  sufficient  to  provide  the  pauper  inmates  with 
lodging,  clothing,  and  fuel,  as  well  as  food. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Commissioners  acquiesce  in  the  course  adopted 
by  the  Guardians.  It  is  a matter  of  essential  importance  to  the  interest  of  the 
Union  that  the  workhouse  should  be  received  as  a test  for  able-bodied  men,  and 
they  rely  on  your  impressing  this  view  upon  the  Guardians  in  the  strongest 
manner,  in  accordance  with  the  Commissioners’  instructions  of  26th  October. 

As  regards  the  collection  of  the  poor-rates,  the  Commissioners  request  that  you 
will  have  the  goodness  to  impress  on  the  Board  of  Guardians  that  they  are  respon- 
sible for  having  the  rates  collected  or  enforced  from  all  persons  possessing  means 
of  payment ; and  that  if  this  be  not  done  by  a strenuous  exercise  of  the  powers 
which  the  Guardians  and  collectors  possess,  the  Commissioners  must  consider  that 
the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  are  not  effectively  discharged,  and  the  Com- 
missioners will  feel  bound  to  take  into  consideration  their  own  responsibility  in 
such  cases,  under  the  18th  section  of  the  10  Viet.,  cap.  31. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  that  when  the  collectors  ask  for  escort,  they  be 
required  to  make  information  of  its  necessity  before  the  stipendiary  magistrate, 
when  protection  will  be  given  in  the  usnal  course. 

To  proceed  by  summons  it  is  not  necessary  to  wait  for  petty  sessions,  as  the 
grand  jury,  which  authorizes  this  mode  of  proceeding,  enables  any  one  magistrate 
of  the  county  to  issue  the  summons  requiring  the  rate-payer  to  appear  before 
himself. 

At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state,  that  the  collectors,  when 
not  proceeding  by  summons,  may  distrain  under  their  own  warrants. 

. -^s  regards  the  apprehended  plunder  of  provisions  supplied  by  the  British  Asso- 
ciation, I am  to  state  that  whenever  you  may  consider  an  escort  necessary  for  the 
carts  conveying  food  to  the  schools,  you  should  make  timely  application  to  the 
local  authorities.  » 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — December  31,  1847. 

_ I have  this  day  been  examining  the  accounts  of  the  rate-collectors,  and 
i eceiving  their  explanations,  with  reference  to  the  delay  in  obtaining  the  outstand- 
lng  rate,  and  I have  to  make  special  complaint  against  the  rate-payers  of  the 
Bourdoneen  electoral  division  for  non-payment ; and  request  the  Commissioners 
will  cause  compulsory  measures  being  resorted  to  for  payment  of  rates. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  of  the  rate-collector,  Mr.  W.  J.  Kelly,  that  there 
appears  to  exist  a decided  determination  against  the  payment  of  the  rate  in  Bour- 
doneen an  English  proprietor,  E.  B.  Hartopp,  Esq.,  and  a few  small  farmers  being 
the  only  individuals  who  have  paid. 

The  total  amount  of  the  rate  in  this  division  is  6631  6s.  lid,  of  which  the  sum 
61«.  Is.  9d  still  remains  uncollected.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  most 
influential  parties  who  are  defaulters : — 

Maurice  O’Connell,  Esq.,  M.P. 

James  Butler,  Esq.,  J.P. 

James  F.  Bland,  Esq.,  P.L.G. 

Eugene  O’Sullivan,  Esq,,  P.L.G* 

William:  Jermyn,  Esq.,  P.L.G. 
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One,  a magistrate,  lias  been  applied  to  three  times,  but  without  obtaining 
payment.  s 

The  collector  states  that  he  used  every  exertion  in  his  power  to  enforce  the  law. 
On  making  distresses  he  was  rescued.  He  lodged  the  information  with  a magis- 
trate, who  was  unable  to  assist  him  in  consequence  of  the  inadequate  strength  of 
the  police  force,  there  being  only  two  constables  to  assist  him. 

At  Sneem,  the  nearest  police  station,  there  are  but  four  constables. 

There  is  no  reasonable  excuse  why  the  rates  in  this  division  should  not  be  paid. 
It  is  necessary  the  Government  should  enforce  obedience  to  the  law  in  Bourdoneen 
by  forthwith  protecting  the  collector  to  obtain  the  rates ; the  example  is  producing 
a dangerous  effect  throughout  the  Union. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  3,  1848. 

The  collector  in  the  Bourdoneen  division  should  make  application  for 
assistance  in  the  usual  manner  to  the  stipendiary  magistrate  of  the  district,  when 
the  Commissioners  have  reason  to  know  that  the  requisite  protection  will  be 
afforded  to  him. 

As  regards  the  gentlemen  named  in  your  report  as  defaulters,  I am  to  observe 
that  the  collector  cannot  proceed  to  distrain  for  rates  due  by  immediate  lessors, 
until  after  the  immediate  lessor  has  been  served  with  a notice  under  the  2nd  section 
of  the  6th  and  7th  Viet.,  c.  92,  and  the  necessary  proceedings  before  a magistrate 
have  been  taken ; but  for  rates  due  by  such  parties  for  tenements  of  which  they 
are  rated  as  the  occupiers,  the  collector  can,  of  course,  proceed  in  the  ordinary 
manner. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  2,  1848. 

The  workhouse  has  been  cleared  of  those  persons  who  are  entitled  to  receive 
out-door  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Act,  and  transferred  to  the  lists  of  the 
relieving  officers,  which  made  room  for  the  admission  of  about  100  inmates  of  the 
able-bodied  class.  There  were  many  applicants  of  this  class  yesterday,  strong, 
active-looking  men,  who  were  encumbered  with  large  families,  which  fill  the 
greater  portion  of  the  workhouse  with  children. 

Upon  the  subject  of  collecting  the  rates,  I hope  next  week  to  give  the  Commis- 
sioners a more  satisfactory  statement  of  the  progress  made  in  the  collection  than 
hitherto.  The  general  feeling  among  the  rate-payers  has  been,  to  delay  payment 
until  the  Quarter  Sessions,  vHiich  commence  to-morrow.  There  are  no  less  than 
about  400  processes  for  disposal,  representing  a sum  of  more  than  1000/.  I trust 
that  the  result  may  convince  them  of  the  futility  of  their  schemes  to  avoid  payment, 
as  the  public  here  seem  more  disposed  to  be  influenced  by  legal  opinions.  The 
collectors  are  under  the  impression  that  a large  sum  will  be  recovered  this  week. 
In  the  Bourdoneen  electoral  division  there  appears  to  be  a decided  determination 
against  payment,  which  I have  already  made  special  report  of.  Several  of  the 
Guardians  still  continue  defaulters. 

The  out-door  relief  is  at  present  given  in  money.  I am  of  opinion  that  if  meal 
tickets  were  substituted  they  would  be  less  subject  to  abuse. 

General  destitution  increases,  without  any  local  exertions  for  giving  employment. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — January  4,  1848. 

It  is  my  painful  duty  to  transmit  a copy  of  the  evidence  which  was  given 
this  day  at  an  inquest,  held  on  the  bodies  of  four  children  who  died  from  want  of 
food,  in  the  electoral  division  of  Tuosist,  together  with  the  verdict  which  has  been 
passed  thereon. 

The  widow  Connolly  with  five  children,  were  amongst  the  inmates  of  the 
workhouse  entitled  to  out-door  relief,  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  which  was 
passed  by  the  Guardians  on  the  1 1th  ultimo,  they  were  in  consequence,  with  some 
others  of  the  same  class,  to  be  discharged  from  the  workhouse,  and  to  be  provided 
for  by  the  relieving  officers,  in  order  that  they  should  be  supported  immediately, 
they  left  the  workhouse.  A copy  of  the  resolution  is  enclosed. 

In  consequence  of  the  verdict  which  was  passed  this  morning,  I summoned  the 
master  of  the  workhouse,  and  in  presence  of  the  stipendiary  magistrate  and 


Kenmare  Union. 
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Edward  Godfrey,  esq.,  he  gave  me  the  evidence  in  writing  to  the  queries  which  I 
put  to  him,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted ; also  the  reply  of  the  clerk 
of  the  Union  to  a similar  query. 

I request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to 
the  difference  of  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Phelan  before  me,  and  that  which  he 
gave  at  the  inquest. 

I leave  the  Commissioners  to  judge  of  my  feelings  upon  hearing  such  a verdict, 
after  having  used  every  means  in  my  power  to  relieve  the  distress  and  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Act;  for  my  part  I feel  conscious  that  as  far  as  my 
duty  is  concerned,  nothing  was  left  undone  to  guard  against  such  a lamentable 
circumstance  as  befell  the  unfortunate  children. 

Enclosures. 

Kenmare , January  4,  1848. 

George  Phelan , master  of  the  Kenmare  poor-house,  examined : — Said  that  Catherine 
Connolly  with  five  children  were  in  the  Kenmare  poor-house ; were  put  out  on  Tuesday  the 
28th.  Was  directed  by  Captain  Ommanney  and  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  put  all  persons 
entitled  to  out-door  relief  out  of  the  workhouse,  for  the  purpose  of  making  room  for  the  able- 
bodied  ; got  the  orders  some  days  before  to  put  them  out,  but  from  his  other  duties  was  not 
able  to  do  so  until  Tuesday.  Catherine  Connolly  and  her  children  went  much  against  their 
will;  they  left  the  house  from  12  to  2 o'clock,  after  breakfasting ; when  putting  out  those 
classes  has  never  been  directed  to  give  them  any  rations  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  them 
until  they  arrived  at.  home;  cannot  say  if  any  persons  remained  in  the  house  who  were  entitled 
to  out-door  relief  after  the  deceased  and  their  mother  were  put  out  of  the  house. 

Daniel  Sullivan,  of  Derrynamuckalagh,  examined : — Saw  the  deceased,  Michael,  John, 
Daniel,  and  Catherine  Connolly,  on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  the  30th  December,  1847,  off  the 
high  road  near  Glaninchaquin — the  two  eldest  had  the  two  youngest  on  their  backs ; asked 
them  if  they  were  going  home — they  answered  yes,  that,  they  had  been  turned  out  of  the  poor- 
house  ; they  were  crawling  on  the  road,  falling  from  side  to  side  ; asked  what  was  the  matter 
with  them,  they  answered  they  were  hungry  ; asked  where  their  mother  was,  they  said  she  went 
to  Dourus  to  get  relief  from  Mr.  M'Swiny,  the  relieving  officer,  who  promised  it  to  her;  they 
said  they  would  wait  on  the  road  for  their  mother.  Witness  said,  he  supposed  she  would  not 
come  that  night ; they  answered,  if  she  did  not,  they  would  die  on  the  road.  Witness  then  left 
them,  and  did  not  see  them  afterwards  alive. 

Timothy  Sullivan,  of  Derrynamuckalagh,  examined : — Got  up  about  7 o’clock  on  Friday 
morning ; went  on  the  road  towards  Currageen,  where  he  saw  a little  girl  as  he  thought  asleep 
on  the  road  ; went  up  to  her,  found  she  was  dead.  It  was  Catherine  Connolly.  Found  Dan 
and  John  Connolly  about  one-eighth  of  a mile  further  on,  on  the  roadside  dead,  and  further  on 
still,  Michael  Connolly,  also  dead. 

Catherine  Connolly,  examined: — Is  mother  of  the  deceased  Michael,  John,  Daniel,  and 
Catherine  Connolly ; was  with  her  children  in  the  Kenmare  poor-house ; was  put  out  on 
Tuesday,  the  28th  of  December ; was  asked  if  she  would  go  out,  said  yes,  as  they  were  putting 
every  person  like  her  out,  but  she  would  stay  within  if  they  left  her  there ; was  put  out  a good 
while  after  breakfast;  got  no  relief  since.  Asked  the  relieving  officer,  Mr.  M'Swiny,  on 
Thusday,  the  30th,  for  relief,  and  he  answered,  that  her  name  was  not  on  his  book,  but  to  come 
to  him  the  next  Monday,  and  that  slie  would  get  it.  When  put  out  of  the  poor-house,  she 
asked  the  master  if  she  would  get  a ticket  for  relief,  and  he  said  there  was  no  occasion,  as  her 
name  was  on  the  book  of  the  relieving  officer;  parted  with  her  children  for  the  purpose  of 
going  to  Dourus  to  get  her  name  put  on  the  book  of  the  relieving  officer;  thought  the  eldest 
boy  would  be  able  to  take  the  rest  home ; he  was  about  15  years  old ; she  nor  her  five  children 
did  not  eat  anything  from  the  time  they  left  the  poor-house  on  Tuesday,  until  she  parted  with 
them  on  Thursday  evening,  except  one  plate  of  gruel  between  them  all,  which  they  got  in  the 
house  of  John  Harrington,  of  Muscua ; thinks  it  was  hunger  killed  her  children. 

George  Woodhouse,  clerk  of  the  Union,  examined : — Read  a resolution  which  was  agreed  to 
by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Kenmare  Union,  on  the  11th  of  December.  It  was  as 
follows: — ■“ Resolved,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Union  Inspector,  that  all  persons  entitled  to 
out-door  relief,  and  who  can  be  removed  from  the  workhouse,  be  discharged  on  next  Saturday, 
to  make  room  for  the  destitute  able-bodied  who  may  apply  for  admission  to  the  poor-house, 
the  persons  so  discharged  to  be  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  by  the  relieving  officers  of  the 
respective  electoral  divisions  to  whom  they  belong.  It  was  the  Board  of  Guardians  generally 
who  had  the  resolution  proposed:  Captain  Ommanney  suggested  it. 

George  M.  Mayberry,  esq.,  M.D.,  examined: — I have  made  a post  mortem  examination  on 
two  of  the  deceased  children,  Catherine  and  Michael  Connolly,  and  not  a particle  of  food  was 
there  in  the  stomach  or  intestines ; from  the  general  appearances  on  my  examination,  I con- 
sider they  died  from  want  of  food,  accelerated  by  cold. 

. Verdict. 

‘‘ That  the  deceased  Michael,  John,  Daniel,  and  Catherine  Connolly  were  found  dead  on 
the  morning  of  the  31st  December,  1847,  on  the  high  road  leading  through  the  lands  of 
Currageen,  where  we  believe  they  came  by  their  deaths  from  want  of  food,  in  consequence  of 
the  neglect  of  Captain  Erasmus  Ommanney  and  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Kenmare 
Union." 
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Kenmare  Union  Workhouse, 
December  11,  1847. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  held  this  11th  day  of  December  1847. 

Resolved — “'At  the  suggestion  of  the  Union  Inspector,  that  all  persons  entitled  to  out-door 
relief,  and  who  can  he  removed  from  the  workhouse,  be  discharged  on  nest  Saturday,  to  make 
room  for  the  destitute  able-bodied  who  may  apply  for  admission  to  the  workhouse.  The 
persons  so  discharged  to  be  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  by  the  relieving  officers  of  the 
respective  electoral  divisions  to  which  they  belong.” 

(Signed)  George  Woodhouse,  Clerk  of  Union. 

To  Captain  Ommanney , R.N.,  Union  Inspector, 

Kenmare. 

Query,  by  Captain  Ommanney  to  Mr.  Phelan,  master  of  the  workhouse. 

“State  the  reason  why  my  directions  were  not  carried  out  with  respect  to  those  parties  who 
were  discharged  from  the  workhouse,  receiving  tickets  to  be  placed  on  the  relieving  officer’s 
lists  for  immediate  relief,  it  being  alleged  at  the  inquest  this  day  that  such  was  not  carried 
out.” 

Answer,  by  Mr.  Phelan. 

“I  have  to  state  that  widow  Connolly  and  five  children  went  out  without  being  discharged, 
and  I do  consider  I have  obeyed  the  order,  so  far  as  giving  tickets  to  those  entitled,  the 
parties  whom  the  inquest  was  held  this  day  and  the  mother;  and  consider  I gave  a ticket  to 
some  person,  if  not  to  herself,  for  to  give  the  relieving  officer.” 

(Signed)  George  Phelan. 

Captain  Ommanney — “You  state  they  were  not  discharged;  under  what  circumstances  did 
they  leave  the  house  ?" 

Answer,  by  Mr.  Phelan. 

“ Left  the  house  on  Tuesday,  the  28th  instant,  as  they  were  told  they  would  be  discharged 
on  the  following  day,  as  it  was  at  their  own  request  they  left  the  house,  and  I cannot  object  to 
their  doing  so  when  they  wish.” 

Kenmare,  January  4,  1848.  (Signed)  George  Phelan,  Master. 


Query,  by  Captain  Ommanney  to  Mr.  Woodhouse,  clerk  of  the  Union. 

“ State,  the  reason  why  my  directions  were  not  carried  out  with  respect  to  those  parties  who 
were  discharged  from  the  workhouse,  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  passed  at  the  Board  on  the 
11th  ultimo,  it  being  alleged  at  the  coroner's  inquest,  held  this  da}',  that  widow  Connolly  and 
five  children  did  not  receive  tickets  to  be  placed  on  the  relieving  officers’  list  for  immediate 
relief?” 

Answer — “ The  master  received  instruction  in  person  from  the  Guardians  assembled  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Board,  to  select  such  persons  as  came  within  the  class  entitled  to  out-door  relief, 
and  to  discharge  them  in  order  to  make  room  for  the  able-bodied,  who  might  apply  for  ad- 
mission to  the  workhouse. 

“ The  master  also  directed  to  apprize  the  relieving  officers  either  by  giving  them  lists  of  the 
persons  discharged,  or  by  tickets  to  the  individuals  themselves,  to  be  presented  to  the  relieving 
officers.  The  order  was  to  discharge  on  the  following  Saturday,  but  on  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Board  it  was  considered  expedient  to  extend  the  time  to  Wednesday,  so  that  in  each  case 
half  a week’s  ration  would  be  received  on  application  to  the  relieving  officers,  who  were  aware 
of  the  arrangement,  and  I believe  complied  with  it.” 

(Signed)  George  Woodhouse,  Clerk  of  Union. 

Kenmare,  January  4,  1848. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  6,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  verdict  passed  at  the  coroners  inquest  on  the  4th 
instant,  held  on  the  bodies  of  the  four  children  who  died  from  want  of  food,  (the 
evidence  of  which  I have  already  transmitted),  it  appears  to  have  been  the  im- 
pression on  the  minds  of  the  jury  that  my  duties  are  of  an  executive  character  in 
the  working  of  the  details  of  the  Poor  Law. 

My  definition  of  the  Commissioners’  instructions  is,  to  direct  the  proceedings  of 
the  Guardians,  and  suggest  to  them  the  most  effectual  means  of  carrying  out  the 
Commissioners’  instructions.  Upon  desiring  that  the  workhouse  should  be  cleared 
of  those  persons  who  were  eligible  for  the  out-door  relief,  I caused  a resolution  to 
be  passed  at  the  Board,  and  desired  that  precaution  should  be  taken  that  they  were 
transferred  to  the  relieving  officers’  lists  for  immediate  relief.  In  this  case  I con- 
sidered that  the  officers  were  responsible  for  seeing  the  details  carried  out,  by 
taking  care  that  the  relieving  officers  took  charge  of  the  persons  on  leaving  the 
workhouse. 


3 X 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — January  10,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  that  although  you  have  a right,  as  Inspector,  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  you  have  no  power  of  voting  or  orderi no- 
relief ; and  if  due  relief  is  not  afforded  to  any  destitute  person  in  the  Union,  the 
Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  legal  responsibility  rests  with  the  Board  of 
Guardians  or  the  relieving  officers. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Crawford,  Poor  Law  Inspector  : — 
January  6,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a commu- 
nication which  they  have  received  from  Captain  Ommauney,  Temporary  Poor  Law 
Inspector,  relating  to  the  death  of  four  children,  named  Michael,  John,  Daniel, 
and  Catherine  Connolly,  who  had  been  inmates  of  the  workhouse  of  the  Kenmare 
Union,  and  had  left  the  house  with  tlieir  mother  on  the  28th  ultimo,  and  I am  to 
request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  Commissioners 
on  all  the  circumstances  under  which  the  widow  Connolly  and  her  live  children 
were  not  put  on  the  out-door  relief  list  at  once  on  quitting  the  workhouse,  and 
did  not  receive  sufficient  relief  to  enable  her  to  preserve  her  children  from 
starvation. 

I am  also  to  request  that  you  will  inquire  and  report  whether  the  death  of  the 
children  is  to  be  imputed  to  a neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  either  of  the  relieving 
officer,  or  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Kenmare  Union. 


Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Commissioners: — January  23,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  a report  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  widow  Connolly  and  her  five  children  were  not  put  on  the  out-door 
relief  list  at  once,  on  quitting  the  Kenmare  workhouse  on  the  29th  December 
last,  as  also  my  opinion  as  to  whether  the  death  of  the  four  children  who  unfortu- 
nately perished  on  that  occasion  can  be  imputed  to  a neglect  of  duty  on  the  part 
either  of  the  relieving  officer  or  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Kenmare 
Union. 

Captain  Ommanney,  the  Temporary  Inspector  of  the  Union,  produced  a letter 
fiom  the  Commissioners,  dated  1st  December,  1847,  requesting  him  to  suggest  to 
the  Guardians  the  necessity  of  giving  out-door  relief  to  all  inmates  of  the  work- 
house  authorized  to  receive  it  under  the  provisions  of  the  1st  section  of  the  Poor 
Relief  Extension  Act. 

. accordance  with  this  communication,  Captain  Ommanney  brought  the  sub- 
ject under  the  consideration  of  the  Board,  and  in  consequence,  at  their  meeting  on 
the  11th  December,  1847,  a resolution  was  passed  ordering  the  discharge  of  those 
classes,  and  directing  them  to  be  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  of  the  relieving 
officers  of  the  respective  electoral  divisions  to  which  they  belong ; and,  at  the 
same  time,  instructions  were  given  to  the  master  of  the  workhouse  to  make  out 
lists  of  those  parties. 

It  appears  that  those  lists  were  made  out  by  the  master  of  the  workhouse  and 
submitted  to  the  Guardians  at  their  meeting  on  the  24th  December,  and  an 
arrangement  was  made  that  those  parties  should  leave  the  house  at  latest  on  the 
. owing  Thursday.  Although  I cannot  find  that  any  written  instructions  were 
given  as  to  the  mode  of  carrying  out  the  arrangement,  still  it  was  distinctly  under- 
stood that  the  master  was  to  give  tickets  to  such  parties  as  might  be  discharged, 
which,  on  being  presented  to  the  relieving  officer  of  the  district,  entitled  them  at 
once  to  relief  from  that  officer. 

The  widow  Connolly  and  her  five  children  being  included  in  the  class  entitled  to 
out-cloor  relief,  were  among  the  persons  who  were  to  be  discharged  from  the  work- 
house under  the  arrangement.  . 

The  master,  on  some  day  in  the  beginning  of  the  ensuing  week,  informed  all 
those  parties  that  they  should  leave  the  house  at  latest  on  the  following  Thursday, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  recommended  those  who  resided  in  remote  localities  to  take 
advantage  of  any  fine  day  which  might  occur,  as  the  Thursday  might  be  wet  and 
unsuitable  for  travelling. 

The  widow  Connolly  and  her -children  left  the  workhouse  on  Wednesday  the 
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29th,  her  object  being  to  go  to  Gleninchiquin,  in  the  division  of  Tuosist,  where 
her  father  dwelt,  and  which,  is  about  10  miles  distant  from  Kenmare,  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Kenmare  bay. 

The  widow  Connolly  states,  that  previous  to  her  departure  she  asked  the  master 
of  the  workhouse  for  a ticket  to  the  relieving  officer,  when  he  stated,  in  reply,  that 
“ the  relieving  officer  would  have  her  name  before  her.”  This,  however,  the 
master  does  not  recollect,  as  he  states  his  ignorance  of  her  having  taken  her  dis- 
charge on  that  day  until  after  she  left  the  workhouse.  But  I do  not  consider  this 
point  to  be  material,  as  it  appeared  to  me  perfectly  plain  that  the  widow  Connolly 
had  a perfect  right  to  presume  that  she  would  receive  immediate  relief  on  applying 
to  the  relieving  officer  of  the  Tuosist  division,  and  which  she  would  have  received 
only  for  an  unfortunate  mistake  which  occurred,  the  particulars  of  which  I am 
about  to  explain. 

The  master  ol  the  workhouse,  on  discharging  the  paupers,  instead  of  giving  a 
separate  ticket  to  each  individual  or  family,  made  out  a list  containing  the  names 
of  all  the  parties  chargeable  on  each  division,  which  he  entrusted  to  one  of  the 
parties  whose  name  was  on  the  list,  and  who  was  to  receive  assistance  from  the 
relieving  officer.  I send  herewith  a copy  of  a list  for  the  electoral  division  of 
Tuosist,  which  it  will  be  seendoes  not  contain  the  name  of  the  widow  Connolly. 
I would,  however,  direct  attention  to  the  last  name  on  the  list,  which  is  that  of 
“ Norry  Harrington,  widow,  and  live  children,”  which  was  evidently  intended 
for  Norry  Connolly,  the  master  having  inadvertently  inserted  the  name  of 
Harrington  (being  a repetition  of  the  previous  name  on  the  list)  instead  of 
Connolly.  This  appeared  manifest,  as  no  such  person  as  “ Norry  Harrington  ” 
appeared  either  on  the  register,  on  the  Admission  and  Discharge  Book,  or  on  the 
Application  and  Report  Book  of  the  relieving  officer ; and  the  description  of  widow 
and  five  children  perfectly  coincided  with  the  case  of  the  widow  Connolly. 

The  widow  Connolly,  on  being  discharged  from  the  workhouse  on  Wednesday, 
proceeded  towards  her  father’s  house,  and  remained  that  night  at  the  house  of  a 
man  named  Harrington,  at  a place  called  Killaha,  about  two  miles  from  Kenmare. 
She  proceeded  on  her  way  next  morning,  and  went  as  far  as  the  house  of  a person 
called  Daniel  Stretton,  at  Floramore.  She  there  met  the  relieving  officer  of  the 
division,  who  was  proceeding  to  a place  called  Dourus,  where  he  has  an  office 
for  receiving  applications  and  giving  out-relief.  On  meeting  Mr.  M'Swiney,  the 
relieving  officer,  at  Stretton’s  house,  she  stated  her  circumstances,  and  applied  for 
relief.  Mr.  JVTSwiney  having  previously  received  the  list  of  those  parties  charge- 
able on  Tuosist  who  had  been  discharged  from  the  workhouse,  that  list  having 
been  brought  to  him  by  the  widow  Gallavan,  whose  name  is  on  the  list,  immedi- 
ately made  reference  thereto,  and  not  finding  the  name  of  the  applicant  (in  con- 
sequence of  the  mistake  alluded  to)  refused  then  to  assist  her,  desiring  her  to 
follow  him  to  Dourus,  where  he  was  proceeding,  and  where  he  expected  he  might 
have  some  means  of  ascertaining  the  truth  of  her  statement.  She  accordingly  did 
follow  Mr.  M'Swiney ; but  as  in  going  to  Dourus  she  was  retracing  her  steps, 
she  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  take  the  children  with  her  (except  the  youngest, 
whom  she  carried  on  her  back),  desiring  them  to  proceed  home,  which  was  not 
more  than  a distance  of  two  hours’  walk  from  Stretton’s  house,  where  she  parted 
from  them.  It  appeared  that  the  children  had  not  strength  to  accomplish  this 
distance,  and  unfortunately  perished  from  the  effects  of  hunger  and  exposure  during 
the  ensuing  night. 

The  widow  Connolly,  on  separating  from  the  children,  followed  the  relieving 
officer  to  Dourus ; but  it  did  not  appear  that  she  there  renewed  the  application 
for  relief,  either  from  fatigue  or  from  the  number  of  applicants  before  her.  She 
did  not  see  the  relieving  officer,  and  on  going  away  she  thought  it  too  late,  or  was 
unable  to  follow  her  children,  who  were  thus  left  by  themselves  on  the  night  in 
question. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  death  of  the  children  is  attributable  to  the  unfortunate 
mistake  made  by  the  master  in  making  out  the  Tuosist  list.  If  the  widow  Connolly’s 
name  had  been  properly  inserted,  she  would  have  received  immediate  relief  on  her 
first  application  to  the  relieving  officer  at  Stretton’s  house,  but  who,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, was  justified  in  having  strong  suspicion  of  the  truth  of  the  statement 
made  to  him,  as  her  name  did  not  appear  on  the  list  which  he  had  that  day 
received  from  the  master  of  the  workhouse  through  the  widow  Gallavan;  and  thus 
further  inquiry  on  his  part  was  called  for  previous  to  granting  relief.  There  did 
not  appear  to  be  any  extraordinary  circumstances  to  warrant  him  in  departing 
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from  the  course  he  pursued.  The  children  at  that  time  had  not  been  more  than 
24  hours  from  the  time  of  leaving  the  workhouse,  had  been  under  shelter  the  pre- 
vious night,  and  had  a plate  of  gruel  among  them,  given  by  Harrington,  at  whose 
house  they  stopped. 

With  regard  to  the  question  as  to  whether  any  blame  is  to  be  attributable  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  I think  they  might  have  given  more  explicit  directions  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  discharge  of  the  parties  should  he  carried  out.  The  manner 
in  which  it  was  performed  by  the  master  was  evidently  one  liable  to  accidents,  as 
from  the  entrusting  the  list  of  all  the  persons  from  one  electoral  division  to  one 
person,  any  casualty  occurring  to  that  individual  might  have  been  attended  with 
serious  consequences  to  the  others ; each  party  discharged  should  have  been  fur- 
nished with  a separate  ticket. 

With  respect  to  the  master,  to  whose  unfortunate  mistake  the  lamentable  result 
is  attributable,  I do  not  think  much  blame  can  attach,  it  being  one  of  those  mis- 
takes which  might  occur  to  any  individual  in  the  hurry  of  business  attendant  on 
the  discharge  of  a large  number  of  individuals.  He  was  evidently  much  confused 
in  the  answers  he  made  to  the  several  inquiries  which  were  put  to  him  on  the 
investigation,  and  which  varied  in  some  respects  from  the  statement  made  by  him 
on  the  coroner’s  inquest;  but,  under  the  circumstances,  this  may  be  in  some 
degree  excusable,  as  he  seemed  to  feel  much  the  unfortunate  mistake  which  he 
had  made. 

After  the  inquiry,  I was  informed  by  the  relieving  officer  of  the  Kenmare 
division,  who,  residing  on  the  spot,  attended  personally  to  take  the  names  and 
give  relief  to  those  parties  chargeable  on  the  Kenmare  division,  that  he  gave  the 
widow  Connolly  sixpence  out  of  his  own  pocket  on  her  leaving  the  workhouse, 
being  urged  to  do  so  by  the  distress  she  exhibited  at  not  being  able  to  get  the 
clothes  which  belonged  to  her  husband,  who  died  in  the  workhouse,  and  which 
could  not  he  found.  It  would  thus  appear  that  she  was  not  perfectly  destitute  at 
the  time  she  left  the  workhouse,  and  it  would  have  been  in  her  power  to  have 
supplied  the  children  with  food  before  she  parted  from  them  at  Slrettou’s  house ; 
but  it  appears  plain  that  at  that  time  she  expected  they  would  have  been  easily 
able  to  reach  home  before  night,  as  stated  in  her  evidence  given  on  the  coroner’s 
inquest. 

I am  therefore  of  opinion,  upon  a review  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
that  the  casualty  was  produced  by  the  unfortunate  mistake  made  by  the  master  of 
the  workhouse,  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Guar- 
dians, and  is  not  to  be  attributable  to  any  wilful  neglect  upon  the  part  either  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  or  the  relieving  officer  of  the  district. 

Enclosures. 

I. 

A List  of  the  Persons  discharged  out  of  the  Workhouse,  liable  to  receive  out-door 
relief  in  Tuosist. 

Tuosist. 

John  Sullivan,  infirm,  and  3 children. 

Mary  Sullivan,  widow,  and  2 children. 

Peg  Shea,  widow,  and  3 children. 

Fanny  Sullivan,  widow,  and  1 child. 

Daniel  Cluvane,  infirm,  wife  and  1 child. 

Kate  Gallivan,  widow,  and  4 children. 

Eugene  Sullivan,  infirm. 

Johanna  Harrington,  infirm,  and  1 child. 

Norry  Harrington,  widow,  and  5 children.  Should  have  been  Connolly. 

Total  31. 

(Signed)  George  Phelan, 

December  29,  1847.  Worhhouse,  Kenmare. 

II. 

Evidence  taken  at  an  Inquiry  held  at  Kenmare,  on  the  19th  of  January,  1848,  relative  to 

the  deaths  of  Michael,  John,  Daniel,  and  Catherine  Connolly,  who  had  been  inmates  of  the 

Kenmare  Union  Workhouse. 

The  register  was  produced,  from  which  it  appeared  that  Honora  Connolly  and  six  children 
entered  the  workhouse  on  the  28th  August,  1847 ; she  and  five. of  the  children  subsequently 
left  the  house  on  the  29th  December,  one  child  having  previously  died  in  the  workhouse. 

Captain  Ommanney  read  a letter  from  the  Commissioners,  dated  1st  December,  1847* 
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No.  39631,  directing  him  to  suggest  to  the  Guardians  the  expediency  of  giving  out-door  relief 
to  all  inmates  authorized  to  it  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Poor  Law  Extension  Act. 

Resolution  of  the  Guardians  carrying  out  the  suggestion,  passed  on  the  llth  December, 
1847,  attached  to  the  proceedings  of  the  coroner. 

Honora  Connolly,  sworn. — States  that  she  had  been  an  inmate  of  the  Kenmare  Union 
workhouse;  left  the  workhouse  with  her  children  on  the  Wednesday  after  Christmas-day  last ; 
is  positive  it  was  on  that  day,  although  having  stated  previously  it  was  upon  a Tuesday;  at 
the  time  she  so  stated  had  not.  her  senses  about  her ; on  leaving  the  workhouse  went  to  a place 
called  Killaha;  left  the  workhouse  about  the  middle  of  the  day;  stopped  that  night  at  the 
house  of  a man  named  Harrington  who  resided  there ; left  next  morning ; proceeded  towards 
Dourus  on  her  way  home;  went  past  Dourus  to  Floramore,  to  the  house  of  one  Daniel 
Stratton ; parted  there  with  the  four  children,  who  subsequently  died  ; desired  them  to  proceed 
home  to  Gleninchiquin,  where  she  formerly  had  a house,  and  where  her  father  and  mother, 
and  four  sisters  resided  ; the  place  where  she  parted  from  the  children  is  about  a couple  of 
hours’  walk  from  her  father's  house,  which  is  about  nine  miles  distant  from  the  workhouse ; 
remained  behind  the  children  to  try  to  get  relief  from  the  relieving  officer ; met  the  relieving 
officer,  Mr.  M'Swiney,  at  Stretton’s  house ; it  was  after  breakfast  time  when  she  met  him  ; 
asked  him  for  relief,  he  desired  her  to  go  on  the  Monday  following  to  Lauragh ; told  him  that 
her  children  were  outside,  and  had  been  fasting  since  they  left  the  workhouse  on  the  previous 
day ; Mr.  M'Swiney  remained  some  time  at  Stretton’s,  and  then  proceeded  to  Dourus,  whither 
she  followed  him;  her  children  were  with  her  when  she  first  applied  to  Mr.  M'Swiney;  upon 
relief  being  refused,  desired  the  children  to  proceed  home  ; the  children  would  have  had  suffi- 
cient time  to  reach  home,  if  they  had  had  strength  and  food ; the  reason  Mr.  M'Swiney  said 
he  refused  relief  was,  because  her  name  was  not  on  the  books ; the  first  night  after  leaving  the 
workhouse  she  went  as  far  as  she  could;  the  reason  she  left  the  workhouse  was,  because  "all 
of  her  kind”  were  going  out.;  some  of  them  left  that  day  with  her;  the  master  of  the  work- 
house  told  her  of  it;  he  was  taking  down  a list  of  names  for  a week  before  ; heard  that  they 
were  not  to  be  discharged  until  they  had  out-door  relief ; went  out  of  her  own  accord,  and  did 
not  receive  any  positive  directions  to  go  out  lhat  day;  her  name  was  taken  down  with  those  of 
the  others ; the  master  did  not  desire  her  to  leave  the  workhouse ; made  no  objection  to  do  so; 
applied  to  the  master  for  a ticket  to  the  relieving  officer ; the  master  informed  her  that  her 
name  would  be  in  the  Tuosist  book  before  her;  he  told  her  so  on  her  leaving  the  workhouse; 
from  the  time  they  left  the  workhouse  she  and  the  children  only  got  one  plate  of  gruel  among 
them,  which  was  given  by  Harrington,  at  whose  house  they  stopped;  left  the  workhouse  after 
breakfast ; did  not  ask  the  master  for  any  relief  to  take  with  her ; saw  no  other  person  dis- 
charged that  day  along  with  her ; after  waiting  for  some  time  at  Dourus,  she  went  away 
without  seeing  the  relieving  officer;  felt  too  ill  to  wait  longer;  went  to  the  house  of  a man 
named  Sullivan,  where  she  slept ; she  fainted  when  there,  and  had  some  warm  milk  given  her; 
left,  at  day-break  in  the  morning,  and  proceeded  homewards  across  the  mountains ; heard  of 
the  death  of  the  children  on  the  road;  if  she  had  got  relief  from  Mr.  M'Swiney  when  she  first 
applied,  would  have  been  able  to  save  her  children. 

George  Phelan,  sworn.  Is  master  of  the  Kenmare  workhouse  ; received  instructions  from 
the  Guardians  to  make  out  a list  of  the  inmates  belonging  to  each  electoral  division  who  might 
be  entitled  to  receive  out-door  relief ; made  out  lists  for  that  purpose  three  different  times  ; the 
Guardians  did  not  act  upon  the  lists  first  returned  by  him ; made  out  lists  on  Monday,  the 
24th  December  ; the  Guardians  inquired  if  any  had  been  discharged  ; stated  that  they  had 
not  yet;  was  desired  to  discharge  them  immediately;  told  the  Guardians  that  would  be 
inconvenient,  as  from  the  number  of  persons  admitted  that  day  he  would  not  have  time  to  do  so, 
and  requested  the  Guardians  to  postpone  it  until  some  day  in  the  week  following,  to  which  they 
assented ; stated  to  the  paupers  that  night  in  the  dining-hall  that  such  as  were  entitled  to  out- 
door relief  should  leave  the  house  in  the  following  week;  told  them  on  the  Monday  or 
Tuesday  after  that  they  must  go  out  on  the  Thursday  at  farthest,  but  recommended  those  that 
lived  at  a distance  to  take  advantage  of  any  fine  day  which  should  occur,  as  Thursday  might  be 
wet ; by  directions  of  the  Board  gave  tickets  to  the  parties  going  out ; the  tickets  stated  that 
the  parties  were  entitled  to  out-door  relief;  those  tickets  were  to  be  delivered  to  the  relieving 
officers  of  the  district.  On  the  morning  of  the  day  the  widow  Connolly  left,  asked  whether 
any  would  leave  on  that  day,  as  they  must  at  all  events  go  on  the  day  following ; the  widow 
Connolly  said  she  would  go ; she  came  down  towards  his  (the  master’s)  room,  and  then  went 
back  to  the  diniog-hall ; supposed,  therefore,  she  had  changed  her  mind,  and  was  about  to 
remain  until  the  day  following;  does  not  recollect  having  seen  her  afterwards;  does  not 
recollect  whether  she  mad  e any  application  to  him  for  a ticket  to  the  relieving  officer ; was 
asked  by  the  parties  who  were  to  be  discharged,  whether  they  would  be  entitled  to  out-door 
relief?  told  them  they  would,  as  all  from  each  division  would  get  a ticket  to  the  relieving 
officer  of  that  division  ; did  not  know  that  the  widow  Connolly  had  left  the  house  until  after  she 
had  gone ; thinks,  on  finding  she  had  gone,  he  gave  a ticket  for  her  to  some  woman  who  left 
the  house  on  the  day  following ; never  received  instructions  from  the  Board  to  give  tickets  to 
each  of  the  parties  going  out;  thinks  he  did  not  discharge  any  paupers  entitled  to  out-door 
relief  without  giving  tickets,  except  those  from  the  Kenmare,  the  relieving  officer  being  in 
attendance,  and  taking  their  names ; does  not  conceive  he  w;as  ordered  by  the  Guardians  to 
give  tickets  to  parties  going  out;  did  it  of  his  own  impulse;  will  not  swear  he  may  not  have 
told  the  widow  Connolly  that  her  name  would  be  on  the  books  of  the  relieving  officer  of 
Tuosist  before  her ; would  have  given  her  a ticket,  if  he  had  been  aware  of  her  leaving  the 
workhouse  at  the  time  she  did. 

Victoria  Robertson,  sworn.  Is  matron  of  the  workhouse;  remembers  the  widow  Connolly 
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•e  Union,  leaving  the  workhouse  on  the  29th  December ; saiv  her  in  tears  at  leaving,  as  the  children 

— were  almost  naked  ; their  old  clothes  were  very  ragged ; desired  the  porter  to  search  for  the 

clothes  of  her  husband,  who  had  died  in  the  workhouse,  to  give  to  her,  but  the  porter  could 
not  find  them;  thinks  the  widow  Connolly  said  she  would  rather  not  go  out ; other  parties 
entitled  to  out-door  relief  went  out  the  same  day. 

Daniel  Sullivan,  sworn.  Is  porter  of  the  workhouse;  remembers  tile  widow  Connolly 
being  discharged  ; a good  many  were  discharged  on  the  same  day ; they  were  chiefly  persons 
entitled  to  out-door  relief;  they  were  parties  who  lived  at  a distance;  saw  the  master  making 
out  lists  of  those  to  be  discharged ; those  lists  were  given  to  one  of  the  paupers  going  out  to 
take  to  the  relieving  officer  of  the  district. 

Edmond  Brown  M' Sidney,  sworn.  Is  relieving  officer  of  the  electoral  division  ofTuosist; 
understood  that  all  parties  to  be  discharged  from  the  workhouse  were  to  get  out-door  relief; 
got  a ticket  from  the  master  containing  the  names  of  the  parties  discharged  who  were  to  be 
relieved  in  his  division;  produces  that,  list,  which  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  master;  that 
list  does  not  contain  the  name  of  the  widow  Connolly ; the  last  name  is  that  of  the  widow 
Harrington,  and  five  children  ; no  person  answering  that  description  applied  to  him  for  relief* 
the  ticket  was  brought  to  him  on  Thursday,  the  30th  December  last,  by  the  widow  Gallavan; 
received  the  list  on  his  way  to  Dourus,  where  there  is  a relief  station;  gave  relief  to  the  widow 
Gallavan,  and  would  have  done  so  to  any  other  whose  name  appeared  on  the  list;  remembers 
the  widow  Connolly  applying  to  him  for  relief  on  that  day  at  Slretton’s  house ; she  stated  she 
had  been  discharged  from  the  workhouse;  examined  the  list  which  he  had  received,  but  not 
finding  her  name,  refused  to  relieve  her  until  he  made  inquiry ; desired  her  to  follow  him  to 
Dourus  where  he  would  put  her  name  on  the  list  of  those  receiving  relief;  she  did  not.  a train 
apply  to  him  at  Dourus,  and  did  not  see  her  there  that  day  afterwards. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — January  28,  1848.  - 

I am  to  forward  herewith  for  your  information,  a copy  of  a report  which 
the  Commissioners  have  received  from  their  inspector,  Mr.  Crawford,  relating-  to 
the  death  of  four  children  named  Connolly,  who,  with  their  mother,  had  been  dis- 
charged from  the  workhouse  of  Kenmare  Union,  and  I am  to  state  that  he  Com- 
missioners concur  in  the  view  taken,  by  Mr.  Crawford,  of  the  circumstances  which 
caused  the  deplorable  death  of  the  four  children. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  as  the  Commissioners  are  convinceil  that 
the  master  of  the  workhouse  sincerely  laments  the  dreadful  consequences  which 
resulted  from  his  clerical  inadvertence,  the  Commissioners  do  not  wish  to  distress 
his  feelings  by  dwelling-  on  them  ; at  the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  trust  that 
what  lias  occurred  will  be  a solemn  warning  to  all  parties  engaged  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  relief  in  Kenmare  Union,  that  want  of  accuracy,  or  inadvertence  on  their 
part,  in  the  present  state  of  the  population,  may  be  attended  with  consequences  as 
fatal  as  wilful  neglect  itself. 

The  Commissioners  have  further  to  add,  that  the  arrangements  of  the  late 
Board  of  Guardians  appear  to  have  been  defective,  in  their  not  having  provided 
that  the  name  of  every  inmate  of  the  workhouse  who  was  to  receive  out-door  relief 
should  be  placed  by  the  relieving  officer  in  his  Report  and  Application  Book,  and 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  their  decision  on  the  cas« 
before  such  parties  left  the  workhouse.  The  Commissioners  think  that  it  wa 
contrary  to  their  regulations  that  the  out  relief  to  be  furnished  by  the  relieving 
officer  to  the  inmates  oi  the  workhouse,  should  depend  on  a list  to  be  furnished  by 
the  master  of  the  workhouse. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  have  to  state  that  they  do  not  doubt  that  the 
Vice-Guardians  will  make  such  arrangements  for  the  due  relief  of  the  destitute, 
as  will  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  recurrence  in  Kenmare  Union  of  such  a 
deeply  afflicting  catastrophe. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — Jammy  5,  1848. 

I have  to  acquaint  the  Commissioners  that  many  of  the  processes  which 
were  served  against  parties  for  non-payment  of  rates  have  been  dismissed  by  the 
assistant-barrister  at  the  Quarter  Sessions,  in  consequence  of  some  technical  form 
in  the  rate  book  being  omitted;  for  instance,  the  name  of  the  townland  should 
have  been  inserted  on  every  line  where  there  are  several  rate-payers  in  the  same 
p^ge.  of  the  book,  as  per  margin,  “ for  example;”  the  cases  where  the  townlands 
were  dotted  have  been  dismissed. 

The  resul  iwas  received  with  great  exultation  by  the  public.  The  result  will  I. 
fear  be  detrimental  to  the  collection  of  . the  rate.  - 
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I should  wish  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  whether  the  rates  can  be 
recovered  by  those  rate  books ; and  for  advice  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  in 
consequence. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  6,  1S48. 

In  consequence  of  the  dismissals  granted  by  the  assistant-barrister  at  the 
Kenmare  Quarter  Sessions  on  several  parties  who  were  processed  for  non-pay- 
ment of  rates,  the  legality  of  the  rate  books  in  their  present  form  was  a matter 
of  serious  importance.  I have  to  acquaint  the  Commissioners  that  upon  a con- 
ference with  the  chairman  of  the  Union  and  some  of  the  Guardians,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  appeal  at  the  next  assizes  in  Tralee  to  one  of  the  dismissals, 
and  accordingly  the  chairman  has  entered  into  a recognizance  to  prosecute  the 
appeal. 

I have  communicated  with  the  stipendiary  magistrate  upon  the  necessity  of 
rendering  assistance  to  the  collector  for  obtaining  the  outstanding  rate  in  the 
Bourdoneen  electoral  division.  He  informs  me  that  he  has  no  available  force  at 
present  for  this  service,  but  will  be  prepared  next  week  with  a force,  should  the 
collector  swear  the  necessary  informations. 

I have  desired  the  clerk  of  the  Union  to  forward  a form  of  the  rate  book  as 
filled  up,  to  which  the  assistant  barrister  has  raised  a legal  objection.  I consider 
it  is  important  that  the  Commissioners  should  obtain  opinion  from  higher  authority 
if  the  Guardians  can  still  proceed  in  the  collection  of  the  rate  with  the  rate  books 
under  their  present  form. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — January  26,  1848. 

I am  to  state  for  your  information,  that  the  assistant  barrister  having 
directed  that  the  last  rate  made  in  the  Kenmare  Union  was  in  certain  cases  invalid, 
in  consequence  of  the  name  of  the  townland  in  which  the  property  was  situated 
not  having  been  repeated  on  every  line  of  the  rate  book,  the  Commissioners  sub- 
mitted a case  on  the  point  for  the  opinion  of  Mr.  J.  Henn,  Q.C.,  and  I am  to 
forward  herewith  a copy  of  the  query  submitted  to  Mr.  Henn,  together  with  a copy 
of  his  opinion  thereon. 

The  Commissioners  place  entire  confidence  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Henn,  and  they 
request  that  the  collection  of  the  rate  may  be  prosecuted  rigorously  without 
delay. 

Enclosure. 

Opinion  of  Mr.  J.  Henn,  Q.C.  :• — January  18,  1848. 

In  my  opinion  the  rate  as  struck  was  valid ; a repetition  of  the  name  of  the  townland 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  have  been  actually  necessary ; what  has  been  done  was,  I think, 
equivalent  to  such  repetition,  as  the  townland  first  written  is  applicable  to  all  the  succeeding 
numbersuntil  a new  name  is  introduced;  and  if  in  fact  the  numbers  without  names  written 
after  them  formed  portions  of  the  townland  next  before  specified,  I think  the  assistant  barrister 
ought  not  to  have  yielded  to  the  objection. 

J.  Henn, 

16,  Upper  Merton  Street. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  8,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  following  weekly  report  upon 
the  state  of  this  Union : — 

On  my  attendance  this  day  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  which 
I regret  to  say  was  very  thinly  attended,  I impressed  upon  their  minds  the  very 
responsible  nature  of  their  position,  in  consequence  of  the  prevailing  destitution 
and.  misery,  without  any  other  source  available  at  present,  for  affording  relief, 
than  that  which  the  Poor  Law  imperatively  demands  they  should  provide. 

From  the  nature  of  the  reply  received  by  the  Commissioners  from  the  Board 
of  Works,  it  appears  that  no  loan  has  yet  been  made  for  the  proprietors  in  this 
Union  under  the  Landed  Property  Improvement  Act,  therefore  we  must  relin- 
quish the  hope  of  any  assistance  through  such  a beneficial  source  of  relief  at 
this  season.  I caused  a resolution  to  be  adopted,  and  forwarded  to  the  pro- 


Kenmare  Union. 
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Ken  mare  Union,  prietors,  in  order  to  arouse  their  attention  to  the  state  of  the  Union,  unprovided 
with  any  means  of  employment. 

It  then  became  my  duty,  to  remind  the  Guardians  of  the  extent  of  their 
duties,  and  I informed  them  that  it  is  now  impossible  the  amount  of  business 
now  requiring  close  attention,  can  be  effectively  discharged  at  a single  meeting 
in  the  week.  Hitherto,  sufficient  attention  has  not  been  directed  to  the  out-door 
relief,  or  to  the  examination  of  the  business  connected  with  the  collection  of 
the  rates.  At  my  suggestion,  a resolution  was  agreed  upon  for  the  Board  to 
meet  twice  a week — on  Fridays,  for  the  admission  of  paupers,  business  connected 
with  the  out-door  relief,  and  the  collection  of  the  rates ; on  Saturdays,  for  the 
general  routine  and  special  business  of  the  Board. 

I again  urged  upon  the  Guardians  the  necessity  of  exercising  their  powers  to 
enforce  the  collection  of  the  rate ; and  I stated  that  in  the  event  of  non-compli- 
ance with  this  esseutial  part  of  their  duties,  the  Commissioners  would  consider 
that  they  were  evading  the  responsibility  entrusted  to  them.  The  collectors 
are  directed  to  proceed  forthwith  by  distraint  against  all  defaulters,  and,  if 
necessary,  to  apply  for  protection  to  the  stipendiary  magistrate. 

The  workhouse  has  been  cleared  of  all  classes,  but  the  able-bodied  with  their 
families.  Some  further  extra  accommodation  was  provided  in  the  town,  for 
50  move  inmates,  which  makes  up  a total  of  840  pauper  inmates.  With  the 
cleanliness  of  the  house  I have  to  express  my  satisfaction.  By  a frequent 
inspection,  much  improvement  in  the  internal  arrangements  is  perceptible, 
particularly  in  having  a separate  bed  for  each  pauper,  and  in  keeping  them  at 
work:  they  are  now  employed  in  draining  the  land  attached  to  the  house, 
paving  the  yards,  &c.,  which  up  to  this  time,  were  almost  in  their  natural  state. 
The  boys  are  kept  five  hours  at  school,  but  some  useful  labour  from  the  elder 
ones  would  be  of  service.  The  articles  for  consumption  are  now  procured  lor 
the  use  of  the  house  at  cash  prices,  which  effects  a considerable  saving. 

I cannot  convey  an  adequate  description  of  the  miserable  and  wretched  condi- 
tion of  the  numerous  unhappy  creatures,  who  presented  themselves  at  the  house 
this  day  for  admission;  many  had  travelled  a long  distance  in  the  hope  of 
being  admitted ; the  greater  proportion  were  women  with  young  children,  whose 
emaciated  appearance  was  shocking  to  behold.  There  were  many  at  the  house 
when  I left  it  at  6 o’clock,  crying  from  the  pangs  of  hunger ; I ordered  a supply 
of  bread  to  be  distributed  amongst  them,  from  the  bakery  of  the  British  Relief 
Association. 

The  workhouse  being  full,  and  the  destitution  so  rapidly  increasing,  I fear 
the  out-door  relief  will  soon  become  incapable  of  supporting  the  mass  of 
poverty.  The  relieving  officers  report  generally,  that  there  are  numbers  in 
the  greatest  want  who  do  not  come  under  any  of  the  classes  now  sanctioned  to 
he  on  their  lists ; and  they  state,  that  they  know  not  what  to  do  with  the 
numbers  applying  for  relief  and  admission  to  the  workhouse.  In  Tuosist, 
the  sum  oi  371-  has  been  expended  in  a fortnight,  the  relief  being  confined  to  a 
very  limited  scale.  In  this  division,  which  is  nearly  20  miles  in  extent,  I think 
that  two  officers  should  be  appointed.  It  is  also  necessary  that  an  order  under 
the  6th  section  10  Viet.  cap.  31,  should  be  made  by  the  Commissioners  to  enable 
the  Guardians  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  Union  to  approve  of  their  own  relief 
lists,  and  thus  ease,  the  pressure  of  business  at  the  Board. 

I must  now^  request  that  the  Commissioners  will  consider  the  financial  po- 
sition of  the  Guardians,  as  the  uncollected  portion  of  the  rate  will  only  meet 
their  liabilities.  The  weekly  expenditure  is  now  about  200 1.,  and  unless  the 
rate  is  collected,  there  will  be  nothing  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  to  meet  this. 

I have  directed  that  no  sum  be  appropriated  to  any  other  purpose  but  the  main- 
tenance of  the  workhouse  and  out-door  relief.  At  present  there  is  only  a small 
balance  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  of  about  200 1. 

It  is  necessary  that  every  portion  of  the  outstanding  rate  should  be  imme- 
diately collected,  and  I have  desired  the  collectors  to  be  prepared  for  laying 
informations  before  the  stipendiary  magistrate,  who  will  be  ready  to  protect 
them;  but  even  this,  with  another  rate  to  the  same  amount,  will' not. support 
the  mass  of  distress  which  daily  becomes  inevitable. 

In  recapitulation,  the  state  of  the  Union  is  this:  there  is  no  other  support 
for  the  destitute  but  the  Poor  Law,  which  is  inadequate  to  relieve  the  distress, 
and  there  is  already  about  one-sixth  of  the  population  maintained  by  it!  The 
workhouse,  and  all  extra  accommodating  which  can  be  procured,  are  occupied; 
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and  consequently  there  can  he  no  further  test  for  the  able-hodied.  The  present!  Kenmare  Union, 
rate,  and  another  one,  must  be  collected  to  maintain  the  poor,  provided  there 
are  no  other  means  but  the  Poor  Law ; and  I am  of  opinion  the  Guardians 
will  not  work  it  out  effectively. 

At  the  Quarter  Sessions  held  in  Kenmare  this  week,  the  collectors  proceeded 
by  civil  bill  for  the  recovery  of  the  rate,  from  a large  proportion  of  defaulting 
rate-payers.  The  attorney  for  the  defendants  argued,  “ that  the  description  of 
the  rate-books  was  defective,”  inasmuch  as  the  name  of  the  townland  was 
not  repeated  at  full  length  opposite  to  each  number  in  the  rate-books,  this 
was  ceded  by  the  presiding  barrister.  It  seemed  a mere  technical  point ; but 
its  being  so  ruled  will  produce  a mischievous  tendency  amongst  the  defaulters, 
as  other  rate-payers  will  be  encouraged  to  refuse  payment,  while  there  is  a 
chance  of  escaping  by  legal  technicality,  or  by  any  other  mode  of  evasion. 

Several  appeals  against  the  rates  were  heard  at  the  same  sessions,  and  over- 
ruled, with  one  exception,  which  the  barrister,  at  the  request  of  the  appellant, 
adjourned  to  the  next  sessions,  although  he  had  previously  expressed  himself 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  rate. 

A coroner’s  inquest  was  held  at  Kenmare  on  the  4th  instant,  upon  the  bodies 
of  four  children,  who  were  found  dead  in  Tuosist  on  the  30th  ult.,  having  left 
the  workhouse  with  their  mother  on  the  28th  December ; the  jury  were 
pleased  in  their  verdict  to  charge  me  with  neglect,  without  ever  taking  the 
evidence  of  the  relieving  officer.  I have  since  taken  the  evidence  both  of  the 
master  of  the  workhouse  and  the  relieving  officer  for  Tuosist,  from  which  it 
appears,  the  mother  left  the  workhouse  at  her  own  request,  and  did  not  apply 
to  the  relieving  officer  for  relief. 

I beg  the  Commissioners  will  favour  me  with  their  advice  for  my  future 
proceedings,  to  provide  for  the  great  distress  which  must  prevail  in  this  Union. 


Reply  to  the  above: — Janmry  12,  1S48. 

The  Commissioners  approve  generally,  of  the  course  taken  by  you.  I 
am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  if  all  attempts  to  obtain  further  workhouse 
accommodation  are  unavailing,  and  if  you  are  in  a position' to  assert  positively, 
that  according  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  no  such  accommodation  can  be 
obtained  in  the  Union,  the  next  step  for  you  to  consider  will  be,  whether  the 
period  has  arrived  in  which  it  is  necessary  that  an  order  should  be  issued, 
authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied. 

When  that  necessity  arises,  if  you  are  able  to  certify  that  the  Guardians  have 
used  all  possible  diligence  to  collect  the  rates,  and  if  the  Guardians  provide 
funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  and  of  the  destitute 
poor  who  receive  relief  under  the  first  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act, 
the  Commissioners  believe  that  funds  will  be  forthcoming  from  the  British 
Association  for  the  relief  of  the  able-bodied,  who  will  receive  out-door  relief 
under  a sealed  order  of  the  Commissioners. 

If,  however,  the  Guardians  do  not  collect  the  rates  vigorously,  or  if  they 
otherwise  fail  to  discharge  their  duties  effectually,  you  should  formally  make  a 
separate  report  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject,  and  should  recommend 
the  dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians ; in  which  case,  the  Commissioners 
would  be  in  a position  to  dissolve  the  Board  accordingly,  and  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  the  Union  by  paid  Guardians.  It  will  not  be  sufficient,  however,  to 
make  general  complaints ; you  should  formally  specify  instances  in  which  the 
Guardians  have  neglected  their  duy.  Thus,  continued  thinness  of  attendance 
at  the  Board  meeting  would  be  a ground  of  dissolution,  if  owing  to  such  thin- 
ness of  attendance  the  duties  of  the  Board  are  not  properly  discharged.  So, 
again,  if  the  Guardians  are  not  as  energetic  in  the  collection  of  the  poor-rates 
as  they  ought  to  be,  or  if  they  have  not  generally  paid  the  rates  which  are  due 
from  themselves,  such  neglect  would  show  them  to  be  unfit  for  their  office,  and 
would  justify  the  dissolution  of  the  Board. 

The  Commissioners  have  only  to  add,  that  they  will  sanction  the  appointment 
of  as  many  additional  relieving  officers  as  are  found  to  be  necessary ; but  the 
correct  course  will  be  for  you,  to  bring  the  subject  under  the  notice  of  the 
Guardians,  and  for.  the  Guardians  to  record  their  wishes  in  their  minutes.  • 

In  reference  to  the  verdict  of  the  coroner’s  inquest  referred  to  in  yoiu*  letter, 
the  Commissioners  have,  on  the  whole,  deemed  it  advisable  to  instruct  their  in 
spector,  Mr.  Crawford,  to  make  a special  inquiry  on  the  points  connected  with  it ; 
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and  when  the  Commissioners  receive  his  report,  they  will  he  able  to  form  a 
definite  opinion  as  to  whether  any  blame  attaches  either  to  the  Kenmare  Board 
of  Guardians,  or  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  in  reference 
to  the  deplorable  death  of  the  children  on  whom  the  inquest  was  held. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — January  10,  1848. 

I have  to  bring  before  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Commissioners  the 
necessity  of  enforcing  the  collection  of  the  outstanding  rate  without  delay. 

A general  feeling  of  opposition  to  payment  is  manifest  throughout  the  Union. 
Unless  vigorous  measures  are  instantly  resorted  to,  the  Union  will  not  be  in  a 
position  for  sustaining  the  destitution  of  the  country,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Poor  Law. 

A collector  was  this  day  beaten  in  the  town  whilst  distraining  for  poor-rates; 
a large  number  of  the  populace  joined  and  rejoiced  at  their  triumph.  Such  a spirit 
of  opposition,  if  suffered  to  exist  with  impunity,  will  be  detrimental  to  the  future 
collection  of  the  rate,  and  should  not  be  permitted,  whilst  the  poor  are  perishing  in 
consequence  of  the  rate  being  uncollected.  I have  applied  to  the  stipendiary 
magistrate  for  assistance. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — Dissolution  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians -.—January  14,  1848. 

I have  to  report  that  my  effort  to  impress  upon  the  Guardians  the 
necessity  of  collecting  the  rates  are  unavailing ; neither  by  showing  a proper 
example  themselves  or  by  making  a proper  exertion  on  their  part  to  collect 
the  rates.  * 

Several  of  the  Guardians  are  defaulters,  and  although  I have  frequently  at 
the  Board  pointed  out  the  evil  of  such  a had  example  on  their  parts  by  inducing 
others  to  hold  back  their  rates,  it  has  produced  no  effect  in  obtaining  their  rates 
due  from  themselves. 

The  Guardians  have  made  no  exertion  on  their  part  to  enforce  the  collection 
of  the  rates,  or  to  exercise  the  powers  they  possess  to  obtain  the  same.  I caused 
a committee  of  the  Guardians  to  be  appointed  soon  after  my  arrival  here,  for 
the  purpose  of  controlling  the  collection  of  the  rates,  but  no  attention  has  been 
devoted  to  the  subject  by  them.  At  the  last  meeting  another  day  in  the  week 
was  appointed  when  the  business  relative  to  the  collection  of  the  rate  was  to 
form  a part  of  the  day’s  proceedings.  The  Guardians  met  to-day,  but  when  the 
time  arrived  for  examining  the  collector’s  accounts  and  reports  there  was  not  a 
quorum  to  conduct  the  business. 

I have  applied  to  some  of  the  ex  officio  members,  being  magistrates,  for  an 
example  on  their  part  to  the  other  ratepayers  by  paying  their  rates,  but  I regret 
to  say  they  are  still  defaulters. 

There  still  remains  upwards  of  2,300/.  of  the  rate  uncollected ; many  of  the 
defaulters  are  well  able  to  pay.  Within  the  last  week  there  has  been  about 
100/.  paid  into  the  Treasurer’s  hands ; there  is  scareely  any  balance  in  his  hands. 
Unless  more  vigorous  measures  are  adopted  we  shall  soon  be  without  funds  to 
support  the  destitution  of  the  Union. 

I augur  no  further  exertion  from  the  Guardians  to  obtain  the  rate,  nor  do  I 
anticipate  they  will  effectively  discharge  the  duties  required  of  them  to  carry 
out  the  poor  law.  I therefore  recommend  the  dissolution  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  by  the  Commissioners,  before  - the  Union  is  involved  in  further 
difficulties. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  20,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  preparing  an  order  for  the 
dissolution  of  the  Kenmare  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  right  to  make  you  acquainted  with  their  inten- 
tions, but  they  do  not  wish  you  to  communicate  on  the  subject  with  any  person 
in  Kenmare  Union,  until  the  order  actually  arrives.  An  order  for  giving  out- 
door relief  to  the  able-bodied  will  also  be  issued,  and  a copy  of  a letter  which 
has  .been  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Unions  where  such  an  order 
has  been  issued  is  enclosed  for  your  information. 
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Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — January  16,  1848. 

According  to.  the  arrangement  of  the  previous  week,  the  Board  of 
Guardians  met  on  Friday  for  the  admission  of  paupers,  disposing  of  all  business 
connected  with  the  administration  of  out-door  relief,  and  for  controlling  the  collec- 
tion of  the  rates.  By  this  means,  these  important  branches  of  the  Guardians’ 
duties  can  receive  that  attention  which  is  necessary,  and  which  never  could  receive 
a proper  investigation,  when  all  the  business  of  th'e  Board  has  to  be  transacted  in 
one  day.  When  the  time  arrived  for  entering  upon  the  important  business  of  the 
collectors’  duties,  the  Board  had  dispersed. 

By  the  treasurer’s  account,  produced  at  the  Board  yesterday,  there  appeared 
only  a balance  in  hand  of  165/.  Cheques  for  the  amount  of  1461  were  signed  the 
day  previously  for  out-door  relief  alone ; consequently,  a sum  of  more  than  200/. 
weekly  is  required  to  maintain  the  support  of  the  poor.  The  debts  of  the 
Guardians  amount  to  1 500/.  About  half  the  rate  only  is  collected,  leaving  about 
2300/.  uncollected.  Under,  these  circumstances,  the  operation  of  the  Poor  Law 
must  become  embarrassed,  unless  more  vigorous  efforts  are  made  to  collect  the  out- 
standing rates. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  collection  of  the  rate,  I regret  that  sufficient  progress 
has  not  been  made ; and,  with  reference  to  the  Commissioners’  repeated  instruc- 
tions on  this  important  duty,  I do  not  consider  the  Guardians  have  exerted  proper 
energy  to  collect  it,  which,  owing  to  their  financial  difficulties  and  the  distress  of 
the  Union,  the  necessities  of  their  position  demanded.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  Guardians  have  not  discharged  their  most  important  duty. 

Rescues  have  been  made,  on  several  occasions  of  distraining  for  rate.  I 
am  anxiously  looking  for  the  stipendiary  magistrate,  with  a force  sufficient  to 
ensure  the  payment  from  all  parties  who  have  the  means.  I am  informed  by  the 
collectors  that  most  of  the  defaulters  are  well  able  to  pay. 

F urther  extra  workhouse  accommodation  has  been  procured,  which  will  receive 
about  80  more  able-bodied  inmates.  This  will  increase  the  number  of  paupers  to 
more  than  900  receiving  in-door  relief.  Beyond  this  there  will  be  no  practicability 
of  obtaining  more  extra  buildings  for  this  object. 

I have  now  to  inform  the  Commissioners  that  the  time  has  arrived  requiring 

them  to  issue  a sealed  order  for  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied an 

evil  which  I was  anxious  to  guard  against ; but  there  is  no  other  resource  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  destitute  in  the  Union.  It  would  be  desirable  that  the  order 
should  be  similar  to  those  already  issued  to  the  Newcastle  and  Listowel  Unions, 
whereby  labour  is  exacted. 

In  consequence  of  the  extra  numbers  of  paupers  receiving  workhouse  accom- 
modation, the  increased  number  of  sick  patients  cannot  be  received  in  the  infirmary 
or  the  fever  hospital,  for  want  of  room.  A number  of  fever  and  dysentery  cases 
appeared.  The  upper  probationary  wards  were  appropriated  to  the, use  of  the  sick. 
Upon  the  report  of  the  medical  officer  yesterday,  it  appears  that  sickness  had  still 
further  increased,  so  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  provide  more  accommodation. 
At  his-  suggestion,  the  men’s  infirm  ward  was  also  appropriated  for  the  sick. 

The  numbers  of  destitute  on  the  out-door  relief  lists,  have  augmented  consider- 
ably. The  relieving  officer  for  Ballybog  states  that  he  has  been  compelled  to  give 
relief  to  several  able-bodied  persons  whom  he  found  at  their  residences  suffering 
from  severe  illness,  most  of  them  very  bad  fever  cases.  In  two  instances  he  found 
a child  lying  dead  in  consequence. 

In  this  Union  there  is  a very  extensive  class  of  destitution,  which  cannot  be 
legally  entitled  to  out-door  relief — women,  with  children,  whose  husbands  are 
gone  to  America ; they  are  in  the  greatest  distress.  The  relieving  officers  are 
desirous  of  instructions  how  such  cases  are  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  relieving  officers  find  it  necessary  to  exercise  a rigid  scrutiny  with  all 
applicants,  to  guard  against  the  numerous  attempts  at  imposition,  as  they  generally 
are  anxious  to  obtain  the  out-door  relief  in  money,  and  practise  deception  to  evade 
the  workhouse  test.  Many  leave  the  house  after  a few  days,  from  a dislike  to  the 
labour  now  required  of  them. 

In  case  of  a deficiency  of  funds  to  meet  the  present  current  expenses  of  the 
Union,  I wish  to  be  furnished  with  instructions  for  my  guidance. 


3 Y 2 
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Reply  to  the  above  : — January  19,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  2300/.  remains  uncollected  of 
the  last  rate  made  in  the  Union ; and  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  you 
should  be  unceasing  in  your  efforts  to  cause  the  recoverable  portion  of  that  sum  to 
be  paid  with  the  least  possible  delay  by  those  who  are  in  arrear. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — January  18,  1848. 

I consider  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  that  an  order  should  be  issued 
by  the  Commissioners  for  giving  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor;  the 
Poor  Law  being  now  extended  as  far  as  practicable,  and  there  still  remains  a 
great  number  of  the  population  requiring  relief. 

Every  extra  building  available  for  workhouse  accommodation  is  now  occupied. 
Out-door  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  Act  10  Viet.,  cap.  31,  and  under  the 
Commissioners’  sealed  order  of  the  15th  ult.,  is  now  being  extensively  adminis- 
tered throughout  the  Union.  I estimate  that  the  weekly  cost  for  in-door  and  out- 
door relief  now  amounts  to  300/. ; beyond  this  extent  it  is  not  practicable  to  pro- 
vide for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  from  the  rates. 

As  I am  informed  that  when  the  local  means  are  inadequate  to  provide  for  the 
extent  of  prevailing  destitution,  that  funds  will  be  forthcoming  from  the  British 
Association  for  supporting  the  able-bodied,  on  condition  that  labour  is  exacted 
from  them,  I have  to  request  that  the  Commissioners  will  be  pleased  to  issue,  a 
sealed  order  to  that  effect. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — January  20,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  consideration,  a report  which 
they  have  received  from  Captain  Ommanney,  Poor  Law  Inspector  in  the 
Kenniare  Union,  stating  that  all  his  efforts  to  impress  upon  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians the  necessity  of  collecting  the  poor’s  rate  have  been  unavailing. 

Captain  Ommanney  reports,  that  several  of  the  Guardians  are  themselves 
defaulters  in  the  payment  of  the  rate ; and  that  although  he  has  frequently  at 
the  Board  pointed  out  the  evil  of  such  a bad  example  on  their  part,  by  inducing 
others  to  hold  back  the  rate,  it  has  produced  no  effect  in  obtaining  payment  of 
the  amounts  due  by  the  Guardians. 

Captain  Ommanney  further  states,  that  the  Guardians  have  made  no  exertion 
on  their  part  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  rate,  by  exercising  the  powers 
they  possess  to  obtain  payment.  Pie  observes,  that  soon  after  his  arrival,  he 
caused  a Committee  of  Guardians  to  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  controlling 
the  collection,  but  that  no  attention  has  been  directed  to  that  object  by  the 
Committee.  J 3 

He  further  observes,  that  at  a late  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  a second 
day  in  the  week  was  appointed,  on  which  the  business  relating  to  the  collection 
was  to  form  a part  of  the  day’s  proceedings ; but  that  although  the  Guardians 
met  on  the  14th  instant  (one  of  the  days  so  appointed),  yet,  when  the  time 
arrived  for  examining  the  collector’s  accounts  and  reports,  there  was  not  a 
Guardian  to  conduct  this  most  important  part  of  the  business. 

Captain  Ommanney  reports,  that  he  has  applied  to  some  of  the  ex-officio 
Guardians,  who,  being  magistrates,  might  be  expected  to  set  an  example  to  the 
other  rate-payers  by  paying  their  own  portions  of  the  rate,  but  that  his  appli- 
cations have  had  no  effect. 

He  states  that  there  still  remains  upwards  of  2300/.  of  the  old  rate  uncol- 
lected, many  of  the  defaulters  being  well  able  to  pay : that  within  the  last 
week  there  had  been  only  about  100/.  received,  whilst  there  is  scarcely  any 
balance  in  the  treasurer’s  hands;  and  he  expresses  his  opinion  that  unless 
more  vigorous  measures  are  adopted,  funds  will  soon  be  wanting  to  support  the 
destitute  poor  in  the  Union, 

The  Commissioners  find  that  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  last  year, 
little  more  than  700/.  was  collected,  and  only  1761/.  during  the  last  six 
months;  whilst  the  debts  of  the  Union  at  the  close  of  the  year  amounted  to 
1281/.  over  the  money  in  the  treasurer’s  hands. 

The  Commissioners  must  consider  that  the  Guardians  have  failed  effectually 
to  discharge  their  duties,  when;  out  of  the  rates  due  in  the  Union  on  holdings 
of  the  annual  value  of  24,689/.,  the  amount  collected  in  the  last  six  months 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  533 

was  insufficient  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Union,  as  appears  by  the 
amount  of  debts  left  undischarged. 

The  Commissioners  have  much  apprehension  that,  owing  to  the  want  of  due 
exertion  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  much  severe  distress  has 
remained  unrelieved  in  the  Union,  the  population  having  in  1841  been  33,656, 
according  to  the  census  of  that  period  ; and  they  are  not  led  to  hope  that  any 
future  exertions  of  the  Guardians  would  be  sufficient,  to  meet  the  impending 
difficulties  of  the  Union. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  have  resolved,  in  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  entrusted  to  them  by  the  Legislature,  to  dissolve  the  present 
Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Kenmare  Union,  and  to  appoint  paid  officers  to 
administer  the  affairs  of  the  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Ommanney: — January  20,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  direct  me  to  forward  herewith,  for  your  information, 
a copy  of  a letter  which  they  have  this  day,  in  forwarding  the  order  dissolving 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  addressed  to  the  clerk  of  the  Kenmare  Union,. 

The  Commissioners  hope  that  early  in  the  ensuing  week,  the  two  gentlemen 
whom  they  propose  to  appoint  paid  officers  for  administering  the  affairs  of  the 
Kenmare  Union,  will  be  at  Kenmare  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Commissioners  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  appoint 
you  a paid  officer  of  the  Union,  at  a nominal  salary,  to  enable  you  to  take  any 
steps  which  may  be  necessary  for  affording  relief  to  the  poor  in  the  Union,  until 
the  paid  Guardians  shall  have  arrived  at  Kenmare. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners — January  24,  1848. 

Herewith  I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the  past  week. 

The  Commissioners  having  taken  into  their  consideration  the  several  reports 
made  to  them  relative  to  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  this  Union  by  the  late- 
Board  of  Guardians,  and  that  in  consequence  of  not  having  discharged  their 
responsibilities  in  the  collection  of  the  rate,  at  the  same  time  continuing  defaulters 
themselves  for  the  same,  were  pleased  in  the  exercise  of  their  own  responsibility 
to  issue  an  order  dated  the  20th  instant,  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians ; on  the  assemblage  of  the  Ex-Guardians  for  their  ordinary  meeting- 
yesterday,  the  Commissioners’  order  was  read,  when  the  said  Board  dissolved 
accordingly. 

The  sealed  order  appointing  me  a paid  officer  to  carry  into  execution  the  Acts 
now  in  force  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  was  then  read,  when  I assumed 
the  duties  heretofore  discharged  by  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

On  Friday  the  Board  sat  for  the  admission  of  paupers,  when  there  was  but 
eight  vacancies.  In  the  course  of  the  week  about  50  inmates  had  been  received 
into  the  turther  extra  accommodation  provided.  The  numbers  now  accommodated 
amount  to  862.  As  it  is  impracticable  to  manage  any  further  workhouse  accom- 
modation, we  are  no  longer  in  a position  to  prosecute  the  workhouse  test.  There 
were  numerous  applicants  for  admission,  many  of  the  most  miserable  class,  and 
others  able-bodied,  for  whom  no  relief  was  available.  To  those  who  had  a con- 
siderable distance  to  travel  back  to  their  abode,  and  were  much  exhausted,  the 
relieving  officers  were  directed  to  assist  with  temporary  relief. 

The  out-door  relief  lists  were  scrutinized  and  authenticated.  The  relieving 
officers  state  they  are  overwhelmed  with  applications  for  relief.  There  Was  a con- 
siderable augmentation  in  their  lists.  They  have  to  guard  against  many  attempts 
at  deception  in  the  exercise  of  their  responsible  duty,  which  I cannot  refrain 
from  bearing  testimony  to,  is  discharged  with  fidelity  and  satisfaction.  The 
amount -required  for  out-door  relief  weekly  is  not  less  than  150/. ; for  the  division 
ofTuosist  45/.  is  required,  or  upwards  of  2300/.  annually.  I am  informed  the 
proprietor  of  this  division  has  not  received  rent  equal  to  the  sum  paid  by  him  for 
poor-rate. 

I regret  to  state  that  the  rate  is  collecting  but  slowly ; only  a few  small  sums 
have  been  obtained  in  the  last  week.  In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  the  sti- 
pendiary magistrate,  and  the  temporary  withdrawal  of  the  police  force,  it  has  been 
impossible  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  enforcing  payment.  The  stipendiary 
magistrate  has  informed  me  that  he  will  be  prepared  in  the  course  of  a week  to 
render  assistance.  I have  recently  received  a communication  from  Maurice 
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Kenmare  Union.  O’Connell,  M.P.,  expressing  his  readiness  to  pay  his  poor-rate,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  procure  the  amount  due  from  his  tenantry. 

I have  already  specially  communicated  to  the  Commissioners  the  predicament  I 
am  placed  in  for  want  of  funds  to  proceed  with  the  operation  of  the  Poor  Law. 
Upon  the  occasion  of  assuming  the  duties  of  the  Board  yesterday,  I found  myself 
without  the  means  of  providing  for  the  support  of  the  poor  ; nor  can  I see  what 
course  is  to  he  adopted,  without  the  Commissioners  see  the  expediency  of  supplying 
the  Union  with  a temporary  advance. 

Mr.  Crawford  held  an  investigation  into  the  circumstances  relative  to  the  death 
of  the  four  children  in  Tuosist  on  the  30th  ultimo,  at  the  workhouse.  The  Com- 
missioners will  percieve  by  the  evidence  how  injudicious  was  the  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  jury  to  pronounce  a verdict  without  having  taken  the  evidence  of  the 
relieving  officer,  or  made  proper  inquiries  into  the  facts  of  the  case.  It  is  clear 
that  a mistake  occurred  in  entering  her  name  upon  the  list;  and  from  the  evidence 
it  was  the  general  impression  that  the  mother  was  to  blame  at  having  parted  with 
her  children.  The  contradictory  evidence  of  the  master  subjects  him  to  censure. 
The  investigation  excited  'much  interest,  and  caused  a large  assemblage  of  the 
most  influential  persons  in  the  Union. 

The  school  relief  to  destitute  children  is  now  in  extensive  operation ; in  Tuosist 
1200  children  are  fed,  which  affords  considerable  relief.  I intend  proceeding  to 
Bourdoneen  to  organize  the  system  in  that  division.  I understand  that  the  children 
so  relieved  may  be  reduced  from  the  out-door  relief  allowance. 

As  there  is  no  alternative  left  but  to  give  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  no  delay 
should  take  place  in  organizing  the  system  for  putting  them  to  work,  which  should 
be  suspended  when  the  agricultural  employment  commences. 

The  state  of  the  Union  requires  that  the  paid  Guardians  should  repair  to  assume 
their  duties  with  all  dispatch. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  29,  1848. 
i ji  -^though  the  subdivision  of  holdings  in  Tuosist  may  now  prevent  the 
landlords  from  receiving  the  rent,  this  cannot  be  admitted  as  any  reason  for  not 
requiring  payment  of  the  poor-rate,  a large  portion  of  which  is  payable  by  imme- 
diate lessors,  whose  capability  of  paying  the  rates  may  depend  not  merely  on  the 
circumstances  of  their  property  in  that  division,  and  whose  rent  there  may  have 
been  hitherto  well  paid.  I am  also  to  observe,  that  Mr.  O’Connell,  one  of  the 
proprietors  in  Bourdoneen  division,  states,  that  he  has  never  been  applied  to  for 
rates  an  instance  of  gross  neglect  which  is  probably  not  unusual  in  the  Union. 
1 j 'd?mmissloners  must  therefore  consider  that  much  can  be  done  by  the  exertion 
and  diligence  of  the  collectors,  which  should  be  constantly  enforced. 

As  regards  the  number  of  children  receiving  relief  in  the  schools  in  the  division, 
1 request  that  care  may  be  taken  that  children  of  persons  receiving  out-door 
relief  be,  while  relieved  m the  schools,  deducted  from  the  number  for  which  the 
relieving  officer  s rations  shall  be  issued. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  22,  1848. 

* have  to  inform  the  Commissioners  that  their  sealed  order  of  the  20th 
mst.,  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  ivas  this  day  read  at  the 
Board,  on  which  occasion  the. said  Board  dissolved  accordingly ; when  the  sealed 
order  of  the  same  date,  appointing  paid  officers  to  carry  into  execution  the  pro- 
visions of  Acts  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor,  was  also  read. 

In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  contained  in  the  Commissioners’  communica- 
tion of  the  20th  mst,  I proceeded  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  Guardians 
heretofore  existing  in  the  Union. 

• FP°?  the  Production  of  the  treasurer’s  book,  it  appeared  there  were  no  funds 
m hand  available  for  the  support  of  the  Union ; and  on  comparing  the  cheque- 
boolt  the  sum  of  about  I20Z.  is  overdrawn.  There  is  no  probabiiity  of  the  cheques 
being  dishonoured,  as  lodgments  have  been  made  by  the  collectors  sufficient  to 
meet  them. 

In  consequence  of  the  want  of  funds,  I was  unable  to  furnish  the  relieving 
rpr,  casH  f°r  the  maintenance  of  the  out-door  relief  for  the  ensuing 
wee  . ihe  contractor’s  supply  of  meal  having  not  yet  arrived  from  Cork,  and 
mg  unable  to  make  another  contract  in  the  town  this  day,  I applied  to  the 
commissariat  officer  for  a temporary  supply  of  meal,  which  request  he  declined, 
acceding  to  without  cash.  - rr  j u 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


535 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

With  no  resource  for  the  support  of  the  out-door  relief,  I resorted  to  the 
expedient  of  appropriating  an  order  from  the  British  Association  on  the  Com- 
missariat officer  for  provisions,  intended  for  the  use  of  the  schools  ; by  supplying 
the  relieving  officers  with  meal  from  this  fund,  as  a loan,  I have  thus  made  a 
temporary  provision  for  maintaining  the  poor,  which  I trust  may  meet  with 
approval. 

In  the  exhausted  state  of  our  finances  a temporary  advance  will  be  necessary 
to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  Union.  I request  instructions  for  my  further 
guidance.  The  copy  of  a resolution  passed  this  day  at  the  Board  will  also  be 
forwarded. 

P.S.  An  immediate  reply  is  requested  on  the  subject  of  our  finances,  whether 
an  advance  can  be  granted. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  27,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  Count  Strzelecki  for  an 
advance  of  300 1.  for  the  Kenmare  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being 
informed  whether  you  are  able  to  certify  that  the  rate-payers  of  the  Union  will 
not  be  able  to  meet  their  liabilities,  and  that  they  are  making  such  exertion  as 
can  reasonably  be  expected  from  them. 

The  Commissioners  also  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  specially 
on  the  following  points  : — 

1st.  What  is  the  sum  total  of  the  poor  rates  paid  in  Kenmare  Union  since  you 
have  been  the  Inspector  of  the  Union,  and  to  how  many  shillings  in  the  pound  on 
the  net  annual  value  does  it  amount  ? 

2ndly.  What  is  the  obstacle  to  the  rate  being  collected  ? Is  it  that  there  is 
negligence  or  dishonesty  in  collectors  or  rate-payers  ? Is  it  that  the  crops  have 
failed  ? Are  the  means  of  the  proprietors  and  occupiers  exhausted,  or  likely  soon 
to  be  exhausted ; and  if  so,  how  is  this  proved  ? 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  27,  1848. 

Upon  entering  into  the  arrangements  required  for  carrying  into  operation 
the  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  I have  to  submit  to  the  Commis- 
sioners the  following  subjects  for  my  information  and  guidance. 

I have  already  expressed  my  opinion  that  the  Union  can  only  maintain  the 
workhouse  establishment,  and  the  out-door  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Act. 
I have  now  to  arrange  for  the  cost  of  the  staff  of  superintendents  of  labour,  the 
food,  and  the  implements  required  for  putting  the  men  to  work ; also  many  other 
expenses  involved  by  the  distribution  of  food,  as  depfits  in  each  division  must  be 
established. 

As  I am  informed  that  the  funds  of  the  British  Association  are  the  resource 
from  which  assistance  is  to  be  rendered,  am  I to  understand  that  all  the  expenses 
for  putting  the  able-bodied  to  work  will  be  advanced,  and  the  food  to  be  supplied 
from  the  Commissariat,  si  ore  ? 

There  are  plenty  of  tools  available  for  putting  the  people  to  work  immediately 
at  the  different  depots  of  the  Board  of  Works ; if  these  can  be  applied  for  this 
service,  I request  that  directions  may  be  issued  to  the  officers  under  the  Board  of 
Works  for  a supply  of  implements  suitable  for  the  purpose  of  stone-breaking  in 
each  electoral  division. 

I have  also  to  request  that  directions  will  be  given  to  the  stationer  for  a supply 
of  the  duplicate  forms  referred  to  in  the  Commissioners’  letter  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  relative  to  the  employment  of  persons  in  the  receipt  of  out-door  relief, 
to  enable  the  lists  for  the  superintendents  of  labour  being  completed  without 
delay. 

Stone-breaking  on  the  unfinished  roads  is  the  labour  which  can  be  most  easily 
put  into  execution. 
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Reply  to  the  above : — February  2,  1848. 

Before  the  Commissioners  can  give  you  a definite  answer  to  your 
questions,  they  are  anxious  to  receive  a detailed  answer  to  the  questions  contained 
in  their  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  to  which  letter  they  desire  to  call  your 
particular  attention,  if  it  has  not  been  fully  answered' before  this  letter  reaches 
you. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  29,  1848. 

With  reference  to  my  report  of  the  14th  instant,  recommending  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  wherein  I stated  that  many  of  the  Guardians 
were  defaulters  themselves,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners  I enclose  a 
return  showing  the  names  of  the  Guardians  who  had  not  paid  their  poor  rates,  in 
justification  of  my  report. 

Enclosure. 


Return  of  Rates  due  by  Ex-Guardians,  on  the  20th  January,  1848. 


Electoral 

Division. 

Name  of  Ex-Guardian. 

Residence. 

Post  Town. 

Amount  due. 

Kenmare 

Eugene  O’Sullivan  . 

Westcoree  . 

Ballybrack  . 

£.  s.  d. 
2 5 C 

,, 

Daniel  M'Carthy 

Kenmare  . 

Kenmare  . . 

1 4 6 

, , 

Francis  H.  Downing 

Killamey  . 

Kilgarvan  . . . 

4 3 6 

, , 

Duckett  M.  Mayberry  . 

Muxna . 

Kenmare  . 

6 0 6 

Templenoe  . 

Morgan  J.  M‘Swiny 

Kenmare  . 

, , 

I 11  6 

, , 

John  H.  Mahony 

Tubrid  . 

, j 

14  0 0 

Taosist  . 

Peter  M'Swiny  . 

Derreen 

Killamey  . 

30  13  9 

, , 

Francis  EL  Downing 

Killamey  . 

17  1 8} 

Kilgarvan  . 

John  R.  0 Sullivan  . 

Kilbunaun  . 

Kenmare  . . 

2 8 0 

Daniel  M'Carthy  . 

Kenmare  . 

Ballybrack . 

I 16  9 

, , 

Eugene  O’Sullivan  . . 

Westcoree  . 

4 4 0 

, , 

John  D.  Croker 

Mallow. 

Mallow,  Co.  Cork  . 

2 10  9 

Ballybog 

Peter  M'Swinv  . 

Derreen 

Kenmare  . 

5 14  0 

, , 

James  F.  Bland 

Derry  quin  . 

Sneem  .... 

87  0 0 

Bourdoneen  . 

Eugene  O’Sullivan  . . 

Westcoree  . 

Ballybrack  . . 

13  0 0 

Kenmare,  29 th  January , 1848. 


Erasmus  Ommannet,  Captain  H.N. 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  1,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  presume  that  you  have  caused  the  collectors  to  be 
instructed  to  take  active  and  prompt  measures  to  enforce  the  immediate  payment 
of  rate  in  these  cases  as  well  as  others.  , 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being  informed,  in  the  course  of  the  next 
week,  whether  any  of  the  persons  in  the  list  enclosed  with  your  communication  are 
still  defaulters — and  if  so,  what  reason  can  be  assigned  in  each  such  case,  of  the 
neglect  of  the  collector  to  enforce  payment  ? 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  30,  1848. 

. The  Vice-Guardians  have  arrived.  Charles  Barnewall,  Esq.,  assisted  me 
on  Friday  in  the  admission  of  paupers  and  in  authenticating  the  relieving  officers’ 
lists.  Richard  Robinson,  Esq.,  attended  at  the  Board  yesterday,  and  assisted  us 
with  his  advice.  As  their  sealed  order  for  the  appointment  arrived  last  night,  the 
sealed  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  was  read  at  the  Board,  a 
measure  which  is  at  this  moment  impracticable,  arising  from  the  impossibility  of 
obtaining  funds  in  the  Union. 

The  sealed  order  authorizing  the  Vice-Guardians  to  hold  meetings  at  other  places 
in  the  Union  than  Kenmare  was  read,  an  authority  which  I consider  as  one  of  the 
greatest  utility  with  a view  to  ascertain  the  correct  state  of  the  relieving  officers’ 
lists,  and  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  they  discharge  their  duties. 

The  collectors  have  obtained  about  200?.  more  of  the  rate.  The  stipendiary 
magistrate  has  arranged  to  be  here  to-morrow  with  a force  to  protect  the  rate 
collectors,  and  will  at  once  proceed  to  the  division  of  Bourdoneen.  This  measure 
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has  been  delayed  a fortnight  in  consequence  of  the  severe  illness  of  Mr.  Dillon, 
resident  magistrate.  The  collectors  appear  to  be  sanguine  in  obtaining  the  greater 
part  of  the  rate,  but  I anticipate  a difficulty  should  a large  sale  be  required  for 
distresses  made. 

The  dissolution  of  the  late  Board  is  regarded  as  a most  salutary  measure  for  the 
public  benefit.  The  whole  system  in  the  execution  of  the  Poor  Laws  in  this  Union 
requires  to  be  placed  on  a proper  footing.  The  Vice-Guardians  will  have  to  con- 
sider that  they  are  beginning  entirely  de  novo,  particularly  in  the  workhouse  esta- 
blishment the  Vice-Guardians  will  give  their  attention  to  this  immediately. 

The  number  of  admissions  on  the  lists  of  the  relieving  officers  have  increased  to 
a large  amount.  A total  revision  of  the  lists  will  be  necessaiy  immediately  ; the 
Vice-Guardians  can  attend  to  them.  In  the  Bourdon een  division  the  relieving 
officer  brought  up  nearly  100  additional  names,  which  I declined  to  authenticate, 
as  he  could  not  give  any  satisfactory  account  of  the  parties,  nor  could  he  state  any 
particular  case  which  l-equired  immediate  relief.  I have  arranged  that  the  Board 
will  hold  a meeting  in  the  electoral  division  of  Bourdoneen  on  the  8th  February, 
in  order  to  scrutinize  the  lists  of  the  relieving  officer. 

The  only  dwellings  which  could  be  obtained  in  the  town  for  extra  workhouse 
accommodation,  afford  but  very  indifferent  shelter  for  the  inmates,  who  are  scattered 
about  the  town.  Upon  inquiry,  I find  that  a large  building  adjoining  the  Com- 
missariat store  may  be  made  available  for  accommodating  all  the  extra  paupers. 
If  it  can  be  obtained  it  will  be  a very  great  advantage,  as  it  is  detached  from  the 
town,  nearer  to  the  workhouse,  and  will  receive  all  under  one  roof,  besides  afford 
us  an  extension  for  continuing  the  workhouse  test.  I shall  endeavour  to  have  this 
effected  without  delay. 

This  week  I availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  visiting  the  division  of  Bour- 
doneen, where  a better  disposition  to  pay  the  rate  appears  to  be  manifested  since 
the  change  of  Guardians,  and  a satisfaction  to  find  the  Vice-Guardians  will  hold 
meetings  in  the  division.  Much  anxiety  is  entertained  by  the  ratepayers  for  being 
attached  to  the  Cahirciveen  Union. 

At  Sneem  in  the  division  of  Ballybog,  the  misery  and  destitution  of  the  people 
can  hardly  be  exceeded;  the  emaciated  appearance  of  the  children,  who  are  almost 
naked,  is  disti-essing  to  witness. 

I am  now  disti'ibuting  upwards  of  3000  rations  of  rye  bread  daily  to  destitute 
children,  from  the  bounty  of  the  British  Association , and  I have  all  the  arrange- 
ments completed — the  number  will  amount  to  4000. 

All  along  the  coast  the  greatest  exertions  are  in  operation  preparing  the  land  for 
sowing  the  potato : in  many  parts  it  is  already  sown  ; every  one  who  can  is  de- 
termined to  plant  it  extensively.  The  destitution  of  the  people  produces  much 
petty  crime — seed  is  rooted  up  at  night,  and  stock  carried  off.  Sickness  is 
spreading  through  the  county,  both  fever  and  dysentery. 

Many  applications  are  made  for  the  means  of  interring  the  destitute : but  as 
the  provisions  of  the  F ever  Act  are  not  in  operation,  I am  not  aware  how  to 
satisfy  the  claimants  for  assistance.  As  much  mortality  may  be  anticipated,  I beg 
the  Commissioners  will  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  and  direct  me  as  to 
"providing  for  the  emergency. 

The  Vice-Guardians  will  immediately  proceed  to  a thorough  investigation  of 
the  present  state  of  the  workhouse  establishment,  and  I am  prepared  to  find  the 
existence  of  many  evils  from  continued  mismanagement ; and  in  order  that  the 
Commissioners  may  obtain  the  fullest  information  respecting  the  whole  state  of 
affairs,  I strongly  suggest  the  propriety  of  directing  Mr.  Crawford,  Poor  Law 
Inspector,  to  repair  here  for  the  purpose  of  being  present  during  the  inquiries  of 
the  Vice-Guardians;  the  benefit  of  his  advice  and  experience  would,  I think,  be 
most  desirable,  and  his  opinion  would  be  satisfactory  from  the  respect  generally 
• entertained  for  him  in  this  Union. 


Reply  to  the  above: — February  3,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  made  application  for  a further  advance  of  200?. 
to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Union,  to  assist  them  in  providing  for  the  relief  of  the 
destitute  poor  of  the  Union. 

I am,  at  the  same  time,  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  are  still  desirous  to 
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receive  detailed  answers  to  the  questions  contained  in  tlieir  letter  to  you  of  the 
2nd  ultimo. 

As  regards  the  difficulty  which  you  anticipate  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  goods 
distrained  for  non-payment  of  poor-rate,  1 am  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  legal 
opinion  on  the  subject  contained  in  the  “ Collector’s  Manual.” 

If  a sale  cannot  be  effected  to  ordinary  purchasers,  it  is  possible  that  the  Com- 
missariat officer,  or  the  police,  or  the  Union  officers,  might  become  purchasers  of 
the  cattle  or  goods  distrained.  The  Commissioners  do  not,  however,  apprehend 
that  the  difficulty  which  you  anticipate  will  arise. 

They  await  your  further  report  on  the  subject  of  the  occupation  of  the  building, 
which  you  state  may  be  advantageously  used  as  an  addition  to  the  present  work- 
house of  the  Kenmare  Union. 

With  respect  to  your  recommendation,  that  Mr.  Crawford  should  visit  the 
Kenmare  Union,  I beg  to  state  that  Mr.  Crawford  has  various  engagements  in 
other  parts  of  his  district ; but  the  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that  he  will  visit 
the  Kenmare  Union  as  soon  as  compatible  with  his  other  engagements. 

Adverting  to  your  report  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I am  to  state  that  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians should  themselves  apply  to  the  stationer  for  the  printed  forms  required  for 
commencing  the  system  of  out-door  relief,  or  they  may  perhaps  be  more  expedi- 
tiously printed  at  Kenmare. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  2,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  27th  ultimo,  and  in  reply  I beg  to  inform  the  Commissioners  that  I am 
ready  to  certify  that  the  rate-payers  are  unable  to  meet  their  liabilities,  which 
amount  to  1500?.  The  weekly  current  expenses  are  upwards  of  300?. ; the 
amount  of  rate  uncollected  about  2000?.,  the  whole  of  which  it  is  expected  will 
not  he  obtained. 

Having  also  been  called  upon  specially  to  report : — 

1st.  “ What  is  the  sum  total  of  the  poor-rates  paid  in  Kenmare  Union  since 
“ I have  been  the  Inspector  of  the  Union,  and  how  many  shillings  in  the  pound 
“ on  the  net  annual  value  does  it  amount  ? ” The  sum  total  paid  since  my  arrival, 
November  23rd,  up  to  the  22nd  January,  is  1595 1,  9 s.  5d.,  amounting  to  Is.  3 \d. 
in  the  pound  on  the  net  annual  value. 

2ndly,  “ What  is  the  obstacle  'to  the  rate  being  collected  ? is  it  that  there  is 
“ negligence  or  dishonesty  in  collectors  or  rate-payers  ? is  it  that  the  crops  have 
“ failed  ? are  the  means  of  the  proprietors  and  occupiers  exhausted  or  likely  soon 
“ to  be  exhausted ; and  if  so,  how  is  this  proved  ? ” 

The  bad  example  of  the  Ex-Guardians  in  not  paying  the  rates  due  from  them- 
selves I consider  was  an  obstacle  to  collecting  the  rate,  together  with  tlieir 
negligence  in  collecting  it.  Most  of  the  proprietors  in  this  Union  are  people  of 
affluence  ; but  with  occupiers  there  are  many  whose  means  are  exhausted,  owing 
to  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop,  upon  which  they  entirety  depended.  Many  are 
in  a state  of  destitution ; the  class  usually  termed  middlemen  are  in  great  poverty, 
having  received  no  rents  last  year,  and  are  in  consequence  unable  to  pay  their  poor- 
rates. 

Under  the  existing  difficulties  and  great  extent  of  destitution,  I do  not  see  any 
prospect  of  being  extricated  from  them,  so  as  to  place  the  Union  on  a proper 
footing,  without  assistance  to  clear  off  the  liabilities,  and  funds  to  set  the  work- 
house  into  a proper  state  of  order. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  5,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  made  application  for  a further  advance  of  200?. 
to  the  Vice-Guardians,  in  order  to  meet  the  immediate  and  pressing  wants  of  the 
Union.  At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  observe,  that  you  state  in  your 
report  that  most  of  the  proprietors  in  this  Union  are  persons  of  affluence.  Now 
the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  knowing  whether  the  parties  adverted  to  have 
paid  their  rates ; and  if  who  the  defaulters  are,  and  whether  legal  proceedings 
have  been  instituted  against  them.  The  Commissioners  observe  also  that  you 
■state  that  some  of  the  late  Guardians  have  not  j»aid  their  rates  ; and  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  point  out  that  the  very  earliest  attention  of  the  collectors  and  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  should  be  directed  to  such  cases  of  default. 
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CLIFDEN  UNION. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  29,  1847. 

The  usual  -weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  was  held  to-day. 

I brought  before  the  Board  the  communication  which  I had  the  honour  of 
receiving  from  the  Commissioners,  in  reference  to  Patrick  Evans,  disqualified 
from  being  appointed  relieving  officer  of  the  Renvyle  district ; and  I have  to 
inform  you  that  the  Guardians  will  proceed  to  elect  another  person  on  Monday 
next. 

The  collection  of  the  rates  is  progressing  favourably  in  the  electoral  division 
of  Clifden. 

The  Roundstone  collector  has  resumed  his  duties.  The  collector  of  Renvyle 
will  be  sufficiently  recovered  from  his  attack  of  fever  to  proceed  with  the 
collection  of  the  rate  in  that  electoral  division  on  Monday  next.  (See  Minutes). 

There  is  an  arrear  of  406/.  9s.  4 d.  of  the  last  rate  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Ballindoon,  of  which  about  80/.  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Board’s  solicitor  for 
recovery,  and  for  which  he  has  already  instituted  proceedings  in  the  superior 
Courts.  I am  desirous  of  being  informed  whether  the  Guardians  can  legally 
carry  forward  the  arrears  of  the  rate  to  the  new  rate,  under  these  circum- 
stances. 

The  necessary  books  are  required  for  the  use  of  the  relieving  officers  before 
they  can  proceed  to  the  execution  of  their  duties,  which  I beg  may  be 
furnished  at  the  earliest  moment. 

I am  not  sufficiently  informed  as  to  whether  the  documents  can  be  had 
directly  upon  a requisition  to  the  Commissioners’  printer,  or  not.  Adverting 
to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  in  reference  to  the  deviation 
from  the  17th  article  of  the  General  Rules,  I beg  to  state  that  the  Guardians 
have  taken  the  necessary  steps  to  advertise  for  tenders  for  the  supply  of  pro- 
visions, &c. ; but,  at  the  same  time,  I think  it  right  to  declare  that  I feel  consi- 
derable doubt  as  to  whether  any  tenders  will  be  sent  in  at  the  next  meeting,  in 
consequence  of  the  want  of  faith  which  there  exists  towards  the  Board  of 
Clifden  Union.  I trust,  however,  that  my  apprehensions  may  prove  incorrect. 
I am  informed  by  the  clerk,  that  on  several  occasions  when  notices  for  tenders 
were  advertised,  that  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  same. 

A Committee  has  been  appointed,  at  my  suggestion,  for  the  revision  of  the 
list  of  paupers  in  the  workhouse,  agreeably  to  the  Commissioners’  opinion  as 
to  the  necessity  of  such  a step. 

The  cases  of  the  children  shall  also  be  closely  scrutinized  by  the  same  Com- 
mittee. 

No  proposition  has  been  made  to  remunerate  Dr.  Suffield  for  his  services  as 
local  treasurer,  I shall  bring  it  before  the  Board  at  the  next  meeting. 

In  reference  to  the  school-house  proposed  to  be  converted  into  a fever 
hospital,  I beg  leave  to  state  that  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
Mr.  Hyacinth  D’Arcy,  is  the  landlord,  and  he  is  prepared  to  lease  it  on  the 
most  advantageous  terms  to  the  Board.  Should  the  Commissioners  approve  of 
it,  I shall  write  more  fully  on  the  subject  when  I communicate  with  that  gentle- 
man as  to  what  he  proposes  to  do.  I do  not  think  there  would  be  any  neces- 
sity to  erect  temporary  sheds,  if  the  school-house  were  fitted  up.  From  what 
I have  been  enabled  to  gather  by  a short  experience  here,  I doubt  whether  the 
Guardians  could  get  the  fever  sheds  fitted  up  in  anything  like  the  same  space 
of  time  as  the  school-house. 

It  would  be  very  desirable  that  I should  be  made  acquainted,  at  the  Com- 
missioners’ earliest  convenience,  with  their  definite  opinion,  as  to  whether  the 
loan  to  build  fever  sheds  could  be  expended  in  repairing  the  building  I have 
alluded  to. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  appear  to  think  (and  I concur  with  them)  that  the 
school-house  is  the  best  site  that  could  be  chosen.  The  present  state  of  the 
workhouse,  now  rendered  absolutely  pestilential  by  fever  and  dysentery, 
suggests  the  paramount  necessity  of  prompt  action  to  secure  additional  accom- 
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Clifden  Union,  modation,  and  I beg  leave  respectfully  to  await  the  Commissioners’ instructions 

on  the  points  I have  referred  to. 

My  time  has  been  anxiously  directed  during  the  past  week,  to  the  forwarding 
of  the  benevolent  views  of  the  British  Association.  I visited  Westport  on 
Tuesday  last,  and  conferred  with  Mr.  Lynch,  the  Inspector  of  that  Union,  in 
reference  to  the  baking  of  rye  bread.  I returned  on  Thursday  morning  to 
Clifden,  and  have  been  very  actively  engaged  in  preparations  to  set  the  schools 
to  work.  The  Commissary-General  has  forwarded  me  250/.  to  make  the 
necessary  purchases,  which  I am  proceeding  to  do. 

The  labour  of  effecting  this  excellent  object  is  thrown,  I may  say,  altogether 
on  me.  It  will  be  in  vain  to  expect  assistance  from  the  local  gentry  ; however, 
it  will  afford  me  no  small  satisfaction  to  be  enabled  to  dispense  the  relief 
through  my  own  agency,  and  no  exertion  shall  be  spared  for  the  purpose. 

The  distress  during  the  week  appears  to  have  gained  ground  ; but  I trust  in 
a week  or  ten  days,  it  will  be  much  mitigated  by  tbe  proposed  relief  to  the 
children. 

I rejoice  to  state  that  the  supply  of  fish  is  most  abundant  on  the  coast ; and, 
what  is  still  more  gratifying,  that  (to  use  the  words  of  Major-General  Thomp- 
son, a resident  landlord),  “ The  fishermen  were  never  more  active  in  their 
“ exertions  to  fish,  mainly  because  they  are  satisfied  that  no  relief  from  the 
“ Government  will  be  afforded  to  them  this  season.”  I myself  witnessed  some 
men  bringing  down  their  nets  from  the  mountains  to  the  sea  coast,  to  catch  the 
swarms  of  herrings  in  the  bay.  This  is  a step  in  the  right  direction,  and  holds 
out  some  hope  for  the  future. 

I hope  in  my  next  report  to  give  the  Commissioners  some  interesting 
information  in  reference  to  the  commencement  of  relief  to  the  schools. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  2,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  approve  the  proposed  election  of  a relieving  officer 
in  room  of  Patrick  Evans. 

The  Commissioners  are  glad  to  perceive  that  your  continued  attention  is 
directed  to  the  collection  of  the  rate,  the  speedy  collection  of  which  from  all 
classes  is  a matter  of  essential  importance.  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  on  the 
subject  of  the  arrears,  I am  to  state  that,  until  the  arrears  have  been  actually 
paid,  they  should  be  carried  forward  into  the  new  rate  books  as  arrears,  not- 
withstanding that  legal  proceedings  for  their  recovery  are  pending.  As  regards 
the  meaus  of  providing  accommodation  for  fever  patients,  and  your  inquiry 
whether  the  loan  for  building  temporary  sheds  for  the  accommodation  of  per- 
sons affected  by  fever,  could  be  appropriated  to  the  repair  of  the  house,  which 
Mr.  D’Arcy  proposes  to  let  to  the  Guardians  to  be  used  as  a fever  ward,  I am 
to  state,  that  if  the  sheds  cannot  be  speedily  prepared,  and  that  the  house  in 
question  could  be  made  available  at  once,  without  much  outlay,  the  Com- 
missioners will  not  object  to  a special  application  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
to  sanction  the  appropriation  of  part  of  the  loan  for  that  object ; but  they  must 
first  be  satisfied  that  the  sheds  cannot  be  speedily  provided,  and  be  made  aware 
of  the  nature,  particulars,  and  cost  of  the  repairs  proposed  to  be  made  in  Mr. 
D’Arcy’s  house.  They  cannot  understand  why  there  should  be  any  delay  in 
preparing  wooden  sheds. 

The  Commissioners  are  glad  to  perceive  that  a Committee  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  revise  the  relief  lists.  The  relieving  officers’  books  were  forwarded 
to  Clifden  yesterday. 

The  Commissioners  perceive,  with  satisfaction,  that  the  apathy  of  the  poor 
with  respect  to  the  coast  fishery  has  in  some  degree  abated ; and  they  trust  that 
the  people  will  be  induced  to  make  an  effort  to  provide  sustenance  for  them- 
selves and  their  families  without  extraneous  aid. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  3,  1847. 

I would  hope  to  receive  the  Commissioners’  final  instructions,  in 
reference  to  the  occupation  of  the  school-house  as  a fever  hospital,  before  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board. 
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A Guardian  has  asked  me  whether  the  Commissioners  would  sanction  an 
individual  here  appointed  relieving  officer,  who  was  married  to  his  niece. 

It  is  really  difficult  to  get  candidates  who  are  not  in  some  way  connected 
with  the  Guardians.  The  party  recently  disqualified  was  brother-in-law  to  a 
Guardian. 

I have  to  inform  the  Commissioners  that  two  schools  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Clifden,  have  been  for  the  last  two  days  receiving  the  relief  extended  to  the 
Union  by  the  British  Relief  Association.  400  children  have  been  fed  each 
day. 

_ I hope  to  have  the  relief  in  operation  in  the  other  districts  before  the  expira- 
tion of  ten  days. 

Children  have  already  left  the  workhouse  to  partake  of  the  food  in  the 
schools.  This  will  afford  the  Guardians  additional  room  for  able-bodied 
paupers. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  4 , 1847. 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  repair  and  occupation  of  the  school-house 
belonging  to  Mr.  D’Arcy,  I am  to  request  your  attention  to  the  letter  addressed 
to  you  on  the  2nd  instant.  The  Commissioners  are  not  yet  furnished  with 
information  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  decide  upon  the  matter;  but  they  will 
do  so  immediately  on  receiving  your  further  report. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  whether  the  Commissioners  would  sanction  the 
appointment  of  a person  as  a relieving  officer,  who  is  married  to  the  niece  of  a 
Guardian,  I am  to  state  that  if  no  other  person  equally  competent  can  be 
found  for  the  office  on  further  notice  to  appoint,  the  Commissioners  will  not 
object  to  the  appointment  unless  some  other  good  ground  of  objection  should 
exist. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners: — December  6,1847. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  I have  been  occupied  almost  ex- 
clusively in  organising  the  relief  extended  to  this  Union  by  the  British  Asso- 
ciation, for  the  purpose  of  giving  food  to  the  children  at  the  schools. 

Two  schools  are  already  in  full  operation,  and  I only  await  the  arrival  of  a 
supply  of  rye  from  Galway  which  I expect  to-morrow,  to  provide  food  for 
several  other  schools  in  this  district. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to-day. 

The  election  of  relieving  officer  in  the  room  of  Patrick  Evans,  disqualified, 
was  proceeded  with,  and  John  Lyden  was  elected ; I have  made  inquiries  as  to 
his  character  and  qualifications,  and  can  recommend  the  Commissioners  to 
sanction  his  appointment. 

The  books  for  the  relieving  officers  were  delivered  in  Clifden  this  day,  and 
the  clerk  handed  them  over  to  three  of  those  functionaries,  whose  active  duties 
shall  forthwith  commence. 

The  porter  was  dismissed  by  the  Guardians  to-day,  and  advertisements  were 
ordered  to  be  posted  for  candidates  to  offer  for  that  office. 

A man  of  the  name  of  Mullen  has  been  appointed  to  act  pro  tempore  as 
porter. 

The  collector  of  the  Clifden  Union  is  continuing  to  give  satisfaction  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties ; he  collected  50 1.  this  week,  or  rather  he  lodged  that 
sum  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  Union ; he  has  about  12/.  in  his  hands. 

The  collector  of  the  Roundstone  electoral  division  did  not  attend  to-day,  but 
I am  given  to  understand  he  has  collected  something  over  58Z.  during  the  week. 
The  great  distance  he  has  to  come  to  Clifden,  coupled  with  the  severe  and 
inclement  weather  to-day,  formed  a reasonable  excuse  for  his  non-attendance. 

The  collector  of  the  Renvyle  electoral  division  has  resumed  his  duties,  after  a 
severe  attack  of  fever,  and  he  lodged  19/.  during  the  week ; he  did  not  com- 
mence to  collect  until  late  on  Wednesday  last.  I have  every  confidence  in 
this  officer,  and  hope  to  be  enabled  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  of  a steady 
advance  in  the  amount  of  his  collection. 

The  collector  of  the  Ballindoon  electoral  division  was  very  properly  dismissed 
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Clitden  Union,  to-day  by  the  Guardians.  He  has  proved  himself  unworthy  of  their  confidence, 
and  I can  strongly  recommend  the  Commissioners  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of 
the  Guardians,  viz.,  that  Mullins,  the  collector  of  the  Clifden  electoral  division, 
should  be  allowed  to  collect  the  new  rate  in  BaUindoon.  I have  already 
borne  testimony  to  Mullins’s  efficiency,  and  when  I assure  the  Commissioners, 
that  before  the  25th  of  this  month,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  3s.  rate 
will  be  collected  from  the  Clifden  electoral  division  by  this  man,  I would 
hope  that  they  will  permit  his  undertaking  the  collection  of  the  rate  in 
Ballindoon. 

I am  glad  to  be  enabled  to  state,  that  several  tenders  were  sent  in  to  the 
Board  to-day  for  the  supply  of  necessaries,  a proof  of  returning  confidence  in 
that  body.  I may  here  observe  that  the  Guardians  are  evincing  an  anxious 
desire  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  the  Union,  and  that  I continue  to  receive 
very  willing  co-operation  from  them,  in  the  exercise  of  my  official  duties. 

The  Guardians,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners,  have  agreed 
to  take  Mr.  D’Arcy’s  house  with  the  land  adjoining  for  15/.  a-year,  for  the 
purpose  of  a fever  hospital  (lease  for  21  years).  I have  the  honour  to  enclose 
one  estimate  which  I have  prepared,  of  the  probable  cost  of  making  the  neces- 
sary repairs,  and  alterations  in  Mr.  D’Arcy’s  house  for  the  purpose  specified. 
The  Guardians  have  ordered  their  clerk  to  post  notices  for  tenders  for  doing 
the  work  (provisionally)  with  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners.  In  reference 
to  that  part  of  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  2nd  December,  in  which  it  is 
stated,  that  “ they  cannot  understand  why  there  should  be  any  delay  in  pre- 
“ paring  wooden  sheds,”  I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  re- 
marks : — 

1.  There  are  but  five  persons  able  to  undertake  the  erection  of  work  of  that 
kind. 

2.  A contractor  having  been  declared,  timber  should  be  brought  from 
Galway  or  Westport,  by  sea  carriage,  and  at  this  time  of  the  year  it  might  be 
a month  before  it  could  be  brought  round. 

3.  I have  made  minute  inquiries,  and  learn,  that  no  one  could  complete  the 
building  before  the  expiration  of  ten  weeks. 

4.  The  constant  storms  and  rainy  weather  at  this  time  of  year  operate  power- 
fully against  the  chance  of  the  sheds  being  completed  in  any  reasonable  time. 

For  the  above  reasons,  I would  respectfully  urge  on  the  Commissioners  the 
importance  of  procuring  the  sanction  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  ap- 
propriate part  of  the  loan  to  the  repair,  and  alteration  of  Mr.  D’Arcy’s  house. 

The  increase  of  disease  in  the  workhouse  renders  it  essential  to  have  accom- 
modation for  fever  patients,  speedily  provided., 

I have  (with  the  consent  of  the  Guardians)  employed  the  paupers  in  white- 
washing the  interior  of  the  workhouse  during  the  week,  and  arrangements  have 
been  made  to  employ  the  able-bodied  in  breaking  stones  for  the  yards,  which 
have  not  as  yet  been  covered. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  procure  lime  here,  and  it  has  only  been  by  constant 
exertion  on  my  part,  that  I have  been  enabled  to  obtain  a small  quantity  for 
the  workhouse. 

It  will  take  some  time  to  reform  the  internal  economy  of  the  house  after 
such  long  neglect,  but  I think  that  I shall  yet  be  enabled  to  report  to  the 
Commissioners,  the  result  of  arrangements  which  I have  made  for  its  improve- 
ment. 

There  has  been  a great  increase  of  distress  and  disease  during  the  past  week. 
The  weather  has  been  very  severe,  and  has  tended  much  to  produce  fever  and 
dysentery. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  no  opposition  has  been  offered  to  the  collection 
of  the  rate,  and  that  with  many  combining  disadvantages  at  present,  a confident 
hope  may  be  entertained  as  to  this  Union,  of  the  ultimate  success  in  the  work- 
ing of  the  recent  legislation  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  8,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  appointment  of  a relieving  officer  for  Renvyle, 
I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  take  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Lyden 
into  consideration,  a,s  soon  as  they  receive  the  answers  to  the  usual  queries 
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respecting  him,  which  the  clerk  of  the  Union  should  be  directed  to  forward 
without  delay. 

Questions  for  answers  to  be  signed  by  the  clerk  and  the  person  who  may  be 
appointed  porter  of  the  workhouse,  in  pursuance  of  the  advertisement  issued  by 
the  Guardians,  and  I am,  at  the  same  time  to  observe,  that  the  Guardians 
should  record  the  dismissal  of  the  late  porter  on  the  minntes. 

The  Commissioners  have  read  with  satisfaction,  your  account  as  regards  the 
collection  of  the  rates  in  part  of  the  Union,  and  they  are  anxious  that  your 
continued  attention  should  be  directed  to  this  important  subject.  When  any  of 
the  collectors  are  unable  to  attend  to  lodge  with  the  treasurer  the  money  they 
have  collected  during  the  week,  they  should,  if  practicable,  forward  the 
amount  by  post,  sending  half  of  the  notes  for  the  amount  in  the  first  instance, 
and  transmitting  the  other  half  notes  when  the  first  are  acknowledged. 

The  Commissioners  will  issue  an  order  for  the  dismissal  of  the  collector  for 
the  Baliindoon  division,  on  being  informed  of  the  grounds,  if  they  be  sufficient, 
on  which  the  Guardians  suspended  him  from  his  office,  and  I am  to  forward 
herewith  the  usual  queries,  for  answers  to  be  signed  by  the  clerk  and  Mr. 
Mullin,  whom  the  Guardians  propose  to  appoint  in  room  of  Mr.  Flynn ; the 
answers  to  these  queries  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

With  respect  to  the  taking  of  Mr.  D’Arcy’s  house  to  be  used  as  a fever 
hospital,  instead  of  erecting  temporary  sheds  for  the  accommodation  of  fever 
patients,  I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners’  architect  has  proceeded  to 
Clifden,  and  they  await  his  report  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Wilkinson’s  immediate  attention  will  be  drawn  to  your  observations. 

In  the  event  of  Mr.  D’Arcy’s  house  being  taken,  I am  to  inquire  whether  the 
expense  of  preparing  the  necessary  lease  would  bedefrayed  by  M r.  D’ Arcy 
or  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  out  of  the  poor-rates. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners: — December  13,  1847. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day.  I have 
the  honour  to  report  that  the  several  queries  have  been  duly  answered  by  the 
relieving  officer  elected  for  Renvyle  electoral  division,  and  were  forw’arded  by 
the  clerk. 

A person  of  the  name  of  Mullen  was  elected  porter  by  the  Guardians  at  this 
day’s  meeting.  I have  made  particular  inquiries  as  to  his  character  and 
qualifications,  and  can  recommend  the  Commissioners  to  sanction  his  appoint- 
ment. 

I have  had  a great  deal  of  trouble  in  getting  the  dismissed  porter  to  leave 
the  workhouse.  It  was  only  by  having  a summons  issued  against  him,  under 
the  100th  section  of  the  Act,  that  I was  enabled  to  get  him  to  give  up  posses- 
sion of  the  books,  &c.  His  conduct  was  extremely  violent. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  paid  him  his  salary  to-day,  and,  I presume,  they 
will  receive  no  further  annoyance  from  him. 

The  collector  of  the  Baliindoon  electoral  division  was  dismissed  by  the 
Board,  in  consequence  of  his  want  of  activity  in  collecting  the  rate  ; the  Board 
unanimously  feeling  that  the  3s.  rate  would  never  be  collected  by  him.  In 
this  opinion  I most  fully  eoincide,  and  the  appointment  of  Mullins  would,  I 
have  no  doubt,  be  the  surest  step  to  the  collection  of  the  rate.  Flynn  .(the  late 
collector)  attended  at  the  Board  to-day,  and  preferred  charges  against  Morris 
(the  former  collector  of  Baliindoon).  He  states  that  several  persons  (and  .he 
names  two  in  particular),  to  whom  he  applied  for  the  last  rate  (the  Is.  rate), 
allege  that  they  have  receipts  from  Morris  in  their  possession.  Upon  referring 
to  the  book,  I found  that  the  individuals  alluded  to  by  Flynn  do  not  appear  to 
have  paid,  and  Flynn  has  promised  to  bring  forward  those  parties,  who  have 
consented  to  produce  the  receipts.  There  is  quite  enough  in  the  whole  matter 
to  rouse  my  suspicions,  and,  with  the  permission  of  the  Commissioners,  I should 
wish  to  examine  the  parties  upon  oath. 

I have  still  to  report  favourably  of  Mullins’s  exertions.  I examined  a list  of 
the  immediate  lessors  owing  rate  which  he  laid  before  the  Board  to-day,  and 
he  has  received  instructions  to  proceed  against  the  parties  if  the  rate  he  not 
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Clifden  Union,  immediately  forthcoming.  There  is  a large  amount  to  be  paid  by  a receiver, 
who  has  been  peremptorily  written  to,  to  send  the  amount  due. 

The  collector  of  this  division  made  no  return  this  week,  and  the  Board  have 
unanimously  resolved  to  suspend  him  on  the  next  day  of  meeting,  unless  he 
shall  have  made  considerable  progress  in  the  collection. 

The  Board  have  increased  the  rate  of  Leyden’s  poundage  by  three-pence.  I 
think  this  was  a prudent  step,  as  his  district  is  a large  and  straggling  one,  and 
in  the  collection  of  the  rate  a greater  amount  of  labour  than  in  the  other  elec- 
toral divisions. 

In  reference  to  the  inquiry,  whether  the  Board  of  Guardians  or  Mr.  D’Arcy 
would  pay  for  the  expense  of  preparing  a lease  of  the  house  and  premises 
proposed  to  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  a fever  hospital,  I have  to  inform  the 
Commissioners  that  the  Guardians  have  undertaken  to  defray  that  cost  out  of 
the  current  rates. 

The  Board  have  consented  to  provide  funds  for  the  support  of  this  hospital. 

This  matter  was  brought  before  the  Board  this  day,  and  its  further  consi- 
deration was  postponed  until  next  day  of  meeting.  I think  the  Board  will  be 
obliged  to  incur  a small  annual  expense  for  this  purpose.  I have  suggested 
21.  a-year  for  each  office.  I have  no  doubt  they  can  be  provided  for  this  sum. 

A Committee  has  been  appointed  to  inspect  two  houses,  contiguous  to  the 
workhouse,  for  additional  accommodation;  and  the  contractor  for  the  supply 
of  blankets  was  directed  to  furnish  several  additional  pairs  to-day  for  the  service 
of  the  paupers  admitted. 

The  additional  day-room  accommodation,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Phelan,  is 
most  important ; and  I beg  leave  to  ask  the  Commissioners  whether  they  would 
permit  the  present  Board-room,  which  was  built  for  the  purpose,  and  also  to 
be  used  as  a chapel  and  dining-hall,  to  be  temporarily  allowed  as  a day-room. 
The  Guardians  have  peremptorily  refused  to  sit  there  until  the  house  shall  be 
in  a more  healthy  state,  and  this,  one  of  the  largest  apartments  in  the  house,  is 
unused  (save  on  Sunday,  when  the  paupers  attend  chapel),  and  could,  I would 
suggest,  be  made  available  at  the  present  time  most  advantageously. 

It  will  be  in  vain  to  get  the  Guardians  to  attend  at  the  workhouse,  or  appoint 
a visiting  committee,  until  fever  and  dysentery  cease  their  ravages. 

As  I mentioned  to  the  Board  in  one  of  my  former  reports,  it  is  a matter  of 
no  small  difficulty  to  procure  a supply  of  lime  to  whitewash  the  house,  and  it 
has  only  been  by  much  personal  exertion  on  my  part  that  I got  some  few 
barrels  to  commence. 

The  medical  attendant  of  the  workhouse  informed  me  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  present  inmates  of  the  house  required  a change  of  diet ; and  a copy  of  his 
medical  certificate  appears  on  the  minutes  to  that  effect.  The  Board  are 
desirous  to  use  rye-bread.  Dr.  Suffield,  appointed  local  treasurer,  has  been 
obliged  to  leave  Clifden  for  a short  time,  in  consequence  of  ill-health ; he  had 
not,  as  the  Commissioners  are  aware,  entered  on  the  duties  of  that  office.  I 
hope  in  a short  time  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  will  have  the  benefit  of  his 
services. 

I have  to  inform  the  Commissioners  that  the  relief  at  the  schools  has  been 
productive  of  the  greatest  benefit,  and  the  system  which  I have  been  enabled 
to  carry  into  effect  will,  I trust,  be  conducive  of  the  best  results. 

There  is  much  distress  in  particular  parts  of  the  Union,  but  I trust  it  is  not 
of  a character  which  cannot  be  met  by  the  existing  law,  and  the  assistance  to 
be  afforded  by  the  British  Association.  Whenever  that  assistance  shall  be 
extended  to  the  Union  I would  hope  to  be  enabled  to  procure  an  industrial 
return.  To  this  matter  I am  directing  my  most  anxious  attention,  and  shall 
lay  my  views  before  the  Commissioners  in  an  early  report. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  16,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  report  of  the  13th 
instant  relating  to  the  Clifden  Union,  and  in  reference  thereto,  I am  directed  to 
state  for  your  information,  that  the  Commissioners  have  approved  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Ley  don  as  relieving  officer  for  the  Renvyle  division  of  the 
Union. 

The  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the  preparation  of  an  order 
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for  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Flynn,  the  late  collector  for  the  Ballindoon  division, 
which  will  be  issued  unless  he  forthwith  sends  in  his  resignation. 

The  Commissioners  fully  approve  of  your  making  inquiry,  upon  oath,  into 
the  charges  brought  by  Mr.  Flynn  against  Morris,  a former  collector  of  poor- 
rate  in  the  division,  and  in  the  event  of  the  charges  proving  to  be  correct,  the 
Commissioners  recommend  that  immediate  proceedings  should  be  taken  against 
Morris  under  the  101st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  for  misapplication 
of  the  Union  funds. 

The  Commissioners  have  read,  with  satisfaction,  your  report  of  the  attention 
which  is  being  paid  to  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  the  Union,  and  they 
approve  the  increase  proposed  in  the  remuneration  allowed  to  collector 
Leydon. 

The  Commissioners  can  take  no  step  with  respect  to  Mr.  D’Arcy’s  house 
until  they  receive  the  report  of  their  architect  upon  the  subject  of  providing 
accommodation  for  fever  patients  at  Clifden. 

The  Commissioners  have  forwarded  an  extract  from  your  report  relating  to 
the  Ballindoon  temporary  fever  hospital  to  the  Central  Board  of  Health. 

The  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  approve  the  allowance  of  an  annual 
payment  of  offices  for  relieving  officers. 

_ The  Commissioners  think  it  a matter  of  much  importance  that  the  Guar- 
dians should  meet  in  a Board-room  at  the  workhouse,  but  they  will  address 
you  further  on  this  point. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Wilkinson,  Architect : — December  16,  184/. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed 
extract  from  a report  from  Mr.  Deane,  Temporary  Poor  Lawlnspector,  of 
Clifden  Union,  relating  to  the  house  proposed  to  be  taken  from  Mr.  D’Arcy, 
to  be  used  as  a fever  ward  to  the  workhouse,  and  I am  to  state,  that  the 
Commissioners  await  your  report  upon  the  subject  before  they  take  any  step 
in  the  matter. 

They  also  request  your  report  on  the  proposal  contained  in  the  further 
extract  from  Mr.  Deane’s  report  enclosed  herewith. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Deane: — December  28,1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  have  now  received 
observations  of  Mr.  Wilkinson  and  Mr.  R.  Bourke  on  the  proposal  to  use  the 
Board-room. at  the  workhouse  of  the  Clifden  Union  as  a day-room,  and  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  having  regard  to  the  peculiar  construction  of 
the  Clifden  workhouse,  the  Commissioners  will  not  offer  any  further  objection 
to  the  occupation  of  the  room  referred  to,  either  as  a day-room  or  a dormitory. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  think  it  very  desirable 
that  arrangements  should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible  for  the  meetings  of 
the  Guardians,  to  be  again  held  at  the  workhouse,  and  the  Commissioners  are 
desirous  that  you  should  bring  this  point,  as  well  as  the  appointment  of  a 
Visiting  Committee,  under  the  notice  of  the  Guardians  at  a favourable  oppor- 
tunity. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners: — December  20,  1847. 

Since  last  I had  the  honour  of  addressing  you  my  time  has  been  chiefly 
occupied  in  attending  to  the  dispensation  of  relief  to  the  children  at  the  schools 
in  the  Union. 

You  have  already  before  you  my  report  in  reference  to  the  amount  of  clothing 
required  for  the  use  of  the  workhouse,  and  I cannot  too  strongly  urge  on  the 
Commissioners  the  necessity  of  advising  its  speedy  transport  hither. 

The  Guardians  experience  the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting  the  contractors 
to  supply  them  with  clothes  and  blankets. 

The  paupers  who  were  admitted,  are  now  necessarily  obliged  to  lie  down  in 
the  polluted  and  filthy  rags  they  come  into  the  workhouse  with.  I attended 
the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  tills  day.  The  applications  for  relief 
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Clifden  Union,  (in-door)  were  most  numerous,  and  the  distress  has  within  the  last  week,  owing 
to  the  inclement  state  of  the  weather,  gained  considerable  ground. 

The  list  of  the  inmates  in  the  workhouse  is  carefully  in  course  of  revision, 
and  especially  in  reference  to  the  quarter  acre  clause,  in  the  Act  of  Parliament; 
acting  upon  information  received  from  the  relieving  officers  to-day,  15  were 
discharged  from  the  workhouse,  who  were  found  to  come  within  its  pro- 
• visions. 

I have  strongly  urged  upon  the  Guardians  the  necessity  of  adhering  rigidly 
to  the  course  pointed  out  by  the  Commissioners  in  the  Circular  of  the  26th  of 
August  last,  and  they  have  expressed  their  determination  to  follow  the  sug- 
gestions therein  contained. 

t The  Guardians  have  selected  two  houses  (or  rather  thatched  cabins)  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  workouse  for  additional  accommodation.  Subject  to  your 
sanction  they  propose  to  take  them  at  a small  yearly  rent,  51.  for  each. 

It  will  be  impossible  to  obtain  any  other  accommodation,  and  it  is  only  a 
chain  between  this  and  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  which  in  this  Union  I 
look  to  with  considerable  apprehension. 

By  a careful  revision  of  the  list,  and  by  removing  the  children  in  the  work- 
house  to  another  establishment,  and  with  a supply  of  clothing,  I would  hope  that 
we  shall  be  enabled  to  avert  the  necessity  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
for  a considerable  time. 

The  Guardians  are  now  prepared  to  give  out-door  relief  to  those  comprised 
in  the  first  class,  viz.,  to  destitute  widows  with  two  or  more  children,  and  to 
keep  the  house  for  able-bodied  paupers. 

I am  inclined  to  think  that  the  step  will  be  productive  of  much  advantage, 
and  I hope  to  report  by  next  Monday  that  it  will  be  in  operation. 

The  revision  of  the  list  I attach  much  importance  to.  It  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  be  guarded  against  imposition.  During  the  last  week  (for  instance) 
one  of  the  female  paupers  appeared  before  the  magistrate,  and  charged  a 
fellow-inmate  with  stealing  31.  off  her  person ; from  the  evidence  adduced, 
there  was  strong  presumptive  proof  that  her  story  was  correct.  The  female 
paupers  in  the  same  dormitory  with  her  were  searched,  but  no  money  was 
discovered ; on  examining  the  complainant’s  person,  however,  the  master  found 
14Z.  6a.  in  silver  sewn  up  in  her  dress.  This  woman  had  been  but  a week  in 
the  house. 

This  will  show  the  Commissioners  how  difficult  it  is  to  deal  with  the  cases 
brought  before  the  Board. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  progresses,  under  all  circumstances,  favourably. 

It,  would  be  desirable  that  Mullins  should  receive  the  Commissioners’ 
appointment,  for  the  collection  of  the  rate  in  Ballindoon,  without  delay. 

M ‘Donnell,  the  collector  of  Renvyle,  who  was  recently  ill  of  fever,  collected 
45 1.  this  week. 

Mullins,  the  collector  of  Clifden,  would  have  had  much  more  than  that 
which  he  lodged  with  the  Treasurer  this  week,  but  for  the  inclement  state  of 
the  weather.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  Roundstone  collector. 

On  the  whole,  I can  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  activity  of  the  col- 
lectors, who  perform  their  duty  strictly,  and,  at  the  same  time,  with  temper 
and  moderation. 

I trust  I shall  soon  have  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  assistance  in  reference 
to  the  fever  hospital,  &c. 

I propose  to  investigate  the  charges  against  Morris  to  morrow,-  a full  report 
of  which  I shall  duly  forward. 

Rumours  have  reached  me  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  matron,  affecting 
her  moral  character ; touching  which  I am  making  preliminary  inquiries.  I 
would  hope  that  they  will  turn  out  unfounded. 

I should  feel  much  obliged  if  the  Commissioners  will  afford  me  the  benefit 
of  their  advice  in  respect  to  the  course  best  to  be  taken  as  regards  increased 
accommodation,  and  whether  they  would  approve  of  the  houses  I have  alluded 
to  (thatched  cabins  more  properly  speaking)  being  taken  for  the  purpose ; the 
premises  are  quite  close  to  the  workhouse,  and  may  be  used  merely  as  dor- 
mitories. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — Decenibei'  23,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  insufficient  supply  of  clothing  for  the  -workhouse 
inmates,  I am  to  state  that  no  unnecessary  delay  will  take  place  in  forwarding 
to  Clifden  such  portion  of  the  cast  naval  clothing  to  which  you  advert,  as  may 
he  allotted  to  the  Clifden  Union.  I am,  at  the  same  time,  to  state  that  the 
admission  of  paupers  into  the  workhouse,  without  changing  their  clothing, 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  as  being  calculated  to 
spread  disease  in  the  workhouse ; and  I am  to  suggest  the  expediency  of 
giving  to  paupers  already  in  the  house  their  own  washed  clothes,  and  then 
cleansing  the  workhouse  clothing  which  they  now  -wear,  to  put  on  the  additional 
parties  admitted  while  their  own  clothes  shall  be  washing. 

By  such  an  expedient,  pending  the  preparation  of  additional  supplies  of 
clothing,  which  ought  to  be  expedited  as  much  as  possible,  the  danger  of  con- 
tagion will  be  lessened ; and  you  wrill  be  so  good  as  to  instruct  the  workhouse 
officers  on  this  matter  without  delay. 

With  regard  to  that  part  of  your  - report  which  relates  to  the  giving  of  out- 
door relief,  I am  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  a copy  of  an  order  which 
has  been  issued  in  some  Unions,  extending  the  powers  of  the  Guardians  for 
giving  out-door  relief. 

It  is  most  desirable,  however,  to  avoid  giving  out-door  relief  as  far  as 
possible,  by  providing  additional  workhouse  accommodation ; and,  under  the 
urgent  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  Commissioners  do  not  object  to  the 
temporary  occupation  of  the  two  thatched  cabins  to  which  you  refer,  for  dor- 
mitories of  additional  inmates ; but  they  consider  the  rent  of  51.  for  each  cabin 
unusually  high,  and  they  recommend  you  to  endeavour  to  obtain  some  large 
detached  building  in  Clifden,  or  elsewhere,  to  which  the  children  or  infirm 
might  be  removed. 

In  consenting  to  the  temporary  occupation  of  the  ten  cabins  referred  to,  I 
am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  rely  upon  your  discretion  in  this  matter,  as 
they  are  not  furnished  with  any  particulars  as  to  the  size  or  capacity  of  the 
buildings,  and  no  information  is  supplied  as  to  whether  there  are  any  yards  or 
other  enclosures  attached  to  them. 

As  regards  Collector  Mullins,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are 
awaiting  replies  to  some  of  the  usual  queries  which  were  omitted  when  they 
were  first  forwarded  by  the  Union  clerk. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Deane: — December  23,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  now  received  the  report  of  their  architect  on 
the  proposal  to  take  a house  at  Clifden  belonging  to  Mr.  D’Arcy,  called  the 
National  School-house,  and  to  put  it  in  repair  for  the  reception  of  fever  patients. 

The  Guardians  propose,  it  appears,  to  take  this  house  on  lease  for  21  years  at  a 
yearly  rent  of  151.,  and  to  pay  the  costs  of  preparing  the  lease.  They  also 
propose  to  put  the  house  in  repair,  and  you  have  forwarded  an  estimate,  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  repairs  contemplated  would  cost  491.  1*.  Ad.,  exclusive 
of  the  bedsteads  which  are  estimated  at  40 1.  15s.  4 d.  In  the  estimate  for  the 
repairs  is  an  item  of  charge  of  3/.  6s.  for  sheeting  under  felt,  which  may  not  be 
required,  as  the  item  for  felt  has  been  struck  out.  The  charge  estimated  for  the 
bedsteads  (15s.  each)  is  considered  high,  and  unless  they  are  made  for  removing 
to  the  new  fever  hospital  when  it  is  built,  5s.  or  6s.  seems  to  the  Commissioners 
to  be  quite  sufficient  for  bedsteads. 

The  Commissioners  observe  that  no  name  is  attached  to  the  estimate,  and  it 
does  not  appear  from  your  reports  who  is  to  execute  the  proposed  works.  As 
the  Commissioners  are  to  make  application  to  have  any  money  whieh  is  expended 
on  this  house  paid  out  of  the  loan  which  is  to  be  obtained  for  erecting  a fever 
ward,  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  particulars,  as  regards  the  contract,  should  be 
fully  stated. 

I am  further  to  state,  that  it  appears  to  the  Commissioners  advisable,  for  the 
interests  of  the  Union,  to  avoid  if  possible  making  a long  lease  of  the  National 
School-house,  as  it  is  intended  to  erect  a permanent  fever- ward,  and  it  is  also 
advisable  to  reduce  the  expense  of  repairs  to’  the  building  as  far  as  practicable. 
The  Commissioners  think  it  probable,  as  so  much  must  be  expended  on  the 
building  to  make  it  habitable,  that  Mr.  D’Arcy  would  be  satisfied  with  that 
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expenditure,  in  lieu  of  rent,  for  such  short  period  as  the  Board  of  Guardians  may 
require  to  occupy  the  building,  and  they  consider  that  if  it  can  be  avoided,  it 
would  not  be  expedient  to  take  a lease  of  the  building  for  21  years.  If,  however, 
it  is  absolutely  unavoidable  to  take  a lease,  a clause  of  surrender  should  be  intro- 
duced. A copy  of  the  estimate  received  from  you  is  returned  herewith. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  25,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  23rd  instant,  in  reference  to  the  proposed  occupation  of  Mr.  D’Arcy’s  house, 
(the  National  School-house,)  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  fever  patients. 

The  estimate  which  I transmitted  to  the  Commissioners  was  prepared  for  me 
in  order  that  I might  furnish  some  preliminary  information.  No  tenders  have 
been  advertised  for  by  the  Board  of  Guardians.  I have  been  awaiting  the  decision 
of  the  Commissioners,  founded  on  the  architect’s  report,  before  I ventured  to 
proceed  further  in  the  matter.  I have  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  D’Arcy  to-day, 
aud  he  wishes  me  to  communicate  to  the  Board  that  he  will  waive  any  personal 
consideration  to  obtain  accommodation  for  the  fever  patients,  and  begs  that  I will 
make  any  arrangements  best  calculated  for  that  purpose.  It  is  right,  however, 
to  state,  that  he  is  anxious  that  the  permanent  fever-ward  should  be  built  on  the 
site  of  the  present  school-house,  and  the  Board  of  Guardians,  as  a body,  has 
expressed  a similar  desire.  1 have  already  offered  my  opinion  as  to  the  eligibility 
of  the  site,  and  I would  hope  that  the  Commissioners  will  shortly  have  the  benefit 
of  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  experienced  judgment  on  this  subject. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — December  30,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  the  proposal  to  fit  up 
the  National  School-house  at  Clifden,  belonging  to  Mr.  D’Arcy,  as  a temporary 
fever  hospital  for  the  Clifden  Union,  arid  I am  directed  to  express  the  Commis- 
sioners’ sanction  to  the  occupation  of  the  premises  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  for 
the  purpose  stated. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  will  take  the  site 
of  the  building  referred  to  for  the  erection  thereon  of  a permanent  fever-ward, 
if  the  terms  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  let  the  ground  be  favourable  to  the 
Union. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners: — December  25,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  23rd  instant. 

In  reference  to  your  instructions  as  to  the  expediency  of  giving  paupers,  already 
in  the  workhouse,  their  own  washed  clothes,  and  then  cleansing  the  workhouse 
clothing,  which  they  now  wear,  for  the  use  of  additional  parties  admitted  while 
their  own  clothes  shall  be  washing ; I beg  leave  to  state,  that  the  workhouse 
officers  shall  receive  directions  to  carry  the  same  into  immediate  effect, 

In  respect  to  the  intention  of  the  Guardians  to  give  out-door  relief  to  the  first 
and  second  classes  specified  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  I beg  leave  to  observe,  that 
it  is  strictly  to  be  confined  to  the  permanently  disabled  and  impotent  poor,  and 
destitute  widows  with  two  or  more  children.  I should  have  stated  otherwise  in 
my  last  report,  and  particularly  as  regards  relief  to  widows  with  one  child.  I 
have  done  so  inadvertently,  and  by  a clerical  mistake,  inasmuch  as  my  particular 
and  anxious  attention  was  directed,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
revise  the  lists,  to  the  importance  of  following,  in  the  strictest  possible  manner, 
the  directions  of  the  Commissioners  as  contained  in  their  circular  letter  of  the 
26th  of  last  August,  upon  the  correct  understanding  of  which  the  Commissioners 
have  laid  so  much  stress. 

I can  assure  the  Board  that  I look  with  much  apprehension  to  the  quantity  of 
out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  of  this  Union,  and  consistently  with  the  primary 
duty  of  relieving  distress,  I shall  endeavour  to  point  out  to  the  Guardians,  in 
forcible  terms,  the  value  of  making  their  workhouse  available  for  the  reception  of 
the  able-bodied,  with  the  view  of  preventing  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  such  a 
step. 
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Acting,  in  this  spirit,  I recommended  the  Guardians  to  give  relief  to  the  two 
classes  alluded  to,  and  to  provide  increased  accommodation  outside.  The  two  cabins, 
(and  not  10)  as  stated  in  the  communication  I had  the  honour  to  receive,  are 
about  45  and  35  feet  long ; they  stand  separately,  and  are  not  enclosed  by  any 
yard.  It  would  be  in  vain  to  procure  in  Clifden  any  large  “ detached  building ; ” 
the  only  one  available  being  that  selected  for  a temporary  fever-ward.  The 
Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  to  inspect  these  premises  reported,  that  the 
largest  cabin  was  worth  51.  a-year.  The  Guardians  look  upon  their  occupation  of 
them  as  likely  to  be  very  temporary,  and  consented  to  give  that  sum,  subject  to  the 
sanction  of  the  Commissioners  It  would  be  desirable  that  I should  be  acquainted, 
in  reference  to  the  passage  “ large  detached  buildings  in  Clifden  or  elsewhere,” 
whether  the  Commissioners  have  placed  any  limit  to  the  distance  from  the  work- 
house  of  buildings  to  be  hired  for  that  purpose  ? 

I have  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  state  of  the 
workhouse,  which  I regret  to  say  is  in  a lamentable  condition,  owing  to  the 
spread  of  disease  therein.  The  Commissioners  will,  no  doubt,  recollect  the 
position  I am  placed  in.  Unaided  by  a visiting  Committee  (the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  peremptorily  refusing  to  go  to  the  workhouse),  I am  obliged 
to  witness  the  wretched  condition  of  the  establishment  without  means  to  effect  a 
prompt  remedy  for  this  state  of  things.  The  inmates  of  the  house  are  crowded 
together  in  a day-room,  breathing  a tainted  atmosphere ; there  is  an  insufficient 
supply  of  bedding  and  clothing.  The  rain  pours  down  through  the  ventilating 
turrets  into  the  rooms,  and  the  paupers  are  thus  subjected  to  increased  liability  of 
infection.  In  all  these  matters  I have  applied  my  anxious  attention.  Directions 
have  been  given  to  provide  increased  accommodation,  such  as  can  be  obtained. 
The  contractor  has  been  directed  to  supply  additional  bedding.  A minute 
appears  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Guardians  directing  advertisements  to  be  issued 
for  tenders  for  the  keeping  in  repair  the  house  according  to  the  printed  specifica- 
tions furnished  to  me.  All  this  has  been  formally  done,  and  yet  I can  tell  the 
Commissioners  from  the  experience  I have  obtained  since  my  residence  here,  that 
it  will  be  no  easy  matter  to  determine  when  these  orders  shall  be  completed. 
The  contractor  for  clothing  must  be  paid  a portion  of  his  debt  before  he  gives 
any  additional  credit.  The  slater,  carpenter,  mason,  &c.,  will  urge  the  state  of  the 
weather  as  being  against  their  respective  operations;  and  while  this  delay  is 
being  experienced,  pestilence  rages  among  the  wretched  inmates.  I have  already 
reported  to  the  Commissioners  the  difficulty  I experienced  in  obtaining  a few 
barrels  of  lime  to  whitewash  the  house,  and  they  can  understand,  from  this 
simple  fact,  how  much  I have  to  contend  with  in  effecting  matters  of  more  conse- 
quence. On  visiting  the  house,  a few  days  ago,  I was  disgusted  at  learning  that 
the  dormitories  (particularly  those  appropriated  for  children)  are  not  supplied 
with  night  buckets.  I forbear  to  describe  the  abominations  consequent  on  this. 
The  buckets  had  been  long  since  ordered  by  the  Guardians ; but  the  idle  laziness 
of  the  tradesmen  occasioned  a delay  in  the  execution  of  the  order,  and  the  result 
was  as  I have  stated.  Now  setting  aside  that  the  Guardians  have  no  visiting 
Committee,  and  bearing  in  mind  that  they  had  actually  ordered  these  articles,  and 
had  also  directed  their  contractor  to  supply  bedding,  and  had  issued  advertisements 
for  tenders,  I cannot  attach  blame  to  them,  since  my  official  connexion  with  their 
Board.  And  the  Commissioners  will,  I trust,  agree  with  me,  that  the  difficulties 
I have  to  meet  are  associated  with,  and  almost  inseparable  from,  the  locality  in 
which  the  workhouse  is  placed  in  the  Union ; so  distant  as  it  is  from  towns 
where  the  Guardians  could  supply  themselves  with  materials,  and  contractors  for 
executing  necessary  works. 

I regret  to  state  that  Dr.  Bodkin’s  brother,  who  accompanied  him  to  the 
workhouse  hospital  about  a week  since,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  him  in  his 
medical  duties,  died  to-day,  of  malignant  typhus  fever.  I mention  this  fact,  with 
the  view  of  assuring  the  Commissioners  that  I shall  now  find  it  still  more  difficult 
to  induce  the  Guardians  to  visit  the  house. 

Within  the  last  week  the  weather  has  been  most  inclement,  and  has  brought 
with  it  a vast  increase  of  disease  and  misery. 

The  rates  are,  I am  glad  to  say,  still  in  course  of  active  collection.  There 
are  some  receivers  under  the  Courts  of  Chancery  and  Exchequer  who  have  rents 
to  collect  in  this  neighbourhood.  I have  advised  the  collectors  to  remind  them 
of  their  duty  in  paying  the  rate;  and  have  learned  that,  in  some  instances,  the 
receivers  have  proposed  their  total  inability  to  meet  the  demand.  It  would  be 
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desirable  to  have  something  more  definite  and  certain  to  deal  with  than  then- 
assertions;  and  I should  be  glad  to  know,  whether  the  Commissioners  would 
recommend  an  application  to  the  Court,  in  every  instance,  when  the  rate  is  not 
paid  by  a receiver. 

I have  to  report,  that  Doctor  Suffield  has  returned  to  Clifden,  and  is  ready  to 
undertake  the  duties  of  local  treasurer.  It  is  proposed  to  give  him  a salary  of 
20 /.  a-vear.  Will  the  Commissioners  object  to  this  ? I think  Dr.  Suffield  would 
be  entitled  to  some  remuneration. 

I shall  report  to  the  Commissioners  in  my  next  communication  the  result  of 
the  investigation  which  I held,  in  respect  to  the  charges  brought  against  Mr. 
Morris,  a retired  collector,  by  Mr.  Flynn,  lately  in  the  same  occupation 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  28,  1847. 

I am  to  state  that  a note  will  be  made  on  your  former  report  correcting 
the  clerical  errors  as  regards  the  relief  of  widows,  under  the  1st  section  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  the  number  of  the  cabins  which  the  Board 
of  Guardians  have  taken  adjoining  the  fvorkhouse. 

The  Commissioners  fully  approve  of  the  course  which  you  have  recommended 
of  giving  out-door  relief  to  those  classes  in  the  workhouse,  who  come  within  the 
provisions. of  the  1st  section  of  the  Extension  Act,  with  a view  to  make  room  for 
the  reception  of  able-bodied  applicants  for  relief. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  object,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  a 
temporary  occupation  of  the  two  cabins  to  which  you  advert ; and  as  regards  the 
distance  within  which  they  would  think  it  advisable  that  the  Guardians  should 
occupy,  a suitable  building,  as  an  auxiliary  workhouse,  I am  to  state,  that  the 
Commissioners,  consider  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  take  such  a buildirm-  in  any 
part  of  the  Union  in  which  it  could  be  obtained.  Any  such  auxiliary  workhouse 
should  be  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  the  children  in  the  workhouse,  who 
might  be  readily  managed  by  the  employment  of  a trustworthy  schoolmaster  and 
schoolmistress,  or  other  officers,  if  required.  The  Commissioners  think  it  pro- 
bable that  there  may  be  some  buildings  at  Roundstone,  which  might  be  occupied 
With  advantage  as  an  additional  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  have  read  your  account  of  the  state  of  the  workhouse  with 
great  regret.  They  are  aware  that  there  are  many  difficulties  to  be  met  in  reducing 
the  establishment  to  a satisfactory  state  ; but  they  rely  upon  your  zeal  and  exertions 
to  overcome  those  difficulties,  and  they  trust,  that  you  will  shortly  be  enabled  to 
report  that  your  endeavours  have  been  successful.  The  Commissioners  are  the 
more  confident  m this  hope,  from  the  satisfactory  accounts  which  you  give,  upon 
the  whole,  of  the  collection  of  the  rates. 

As  regards  the  case  of  properties  under  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  the  Court 
oi  Exchequer,  the  rates  due  on  account  of  which  are  in  arrear,  I am  to  draw  your 
attention  to  the  orders  of  these  Courts,  copies  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Collectors  Manual ; and  I am  to  request,  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  obtain 
and  forward  to  the  Commissioners  a list  of  the  cases  of  that  nature  in  which  the 
• rates  have  not  been  paid. 

I am  also  to  request  that  the  Commissioners  may  be  furnished  with  a list  of 
the  several  immediate  lessors  in  the  Union  who  are  now  in  arrear  for  poor-rate. 

The  Commissioners  will  address  you  again,  with  respect  to  the  proposed 
allowance  of  20/.  a-year  to  Dr.  Suffield,  for  discharging  the  duties  of  treasurer  of 
the  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Deane  : — January  1,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  report  of  the  25th  ultimo,  I am  directed  by  the 
Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  to 
state  that  they  approve  the  payment  of  a salary  of  20/.  per  annum  to  Dr.  Suffield, 
for  his  services  as  treasurer  of  the  Clifden  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  Dr.  Suffield  should  enter  into  a bond  for 
ue  peiformance  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  in  a principal  sum  equal  to  the  utmost 
an)??nt  “e  18  expected  to  have  in  his  hands  for  the  Union  at  any  one  time. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  the  names  of  the  sureties 
proposed  by  Dr.  Suffield. 
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Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  27,  1847. 

I regret  to  be  obliged  to  inform  you  that,  owing  to  the  crowded  state  of 
the  workhouse  and  the  spread  of  disease  therein,  I apprehend  the  most  serious 
results,  in  which  I am  fully  borne  out  by  the  opinion  of  the  medical  officer,  as 
expressed  to  me  in  the  letter  which  I have  now  the  honour  to  enclose. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to-day.  It  was  resolved, 
with  the  view  of  arresting  the  progress  of  disease,  and  of  carrying  out  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Commissioners,  as  contained  in  their  circular  letter  of  the  -26th  August, 
to  take  out  of  the  house  the  permanently  disabled,  &c.,  and  widows  with  two  or 
more  children.  The  list  of  those  coining  under  those  classes  was  duly  revised  by 
the  Guardians,  and  instructions  were  given  to  carry  the  same  into  effect  to-day, 
but  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather  from  rain,  it  was  thought  right  to  post- 
pone discharging  them  until  to-morrow. 

The  Commissioners  will  feel  at  once  the  position  the  Guardians  are  placed  in, 
when  I tell  them  that  the  workhouse  built  to  accommodate  300,  now  lias  within 
its  Avails  over  700 ! ! that  in  a ward  Avliere  but  40  patients  could  be  conveniently 
accommodated  for  fever  purposes,  there  are  now  huddled  together  150!!  that 
even  in  the  day-rooms,  and  in  the  body  of  the  house  generally,  as  I am  instructed 
by  the  medical  attendant,  many  of  the  paupers  are  actually  in  fever,  and,  to  use 
his  own  words,  a “ dire  pestilence  ” will  be  generated,  unless  some  steps  be  taken 
to  check  the  spread  of  disease. 

Having' at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  to-day  formally  obtained  the  opinion  of 
Dr.  Bodkin  that  it  Avas  absolutely  essential  that  the  house  should  be  relieved 
from  its  present  crowded  state,  I urged  on  the  Guardians  the  necessity  of  so 
doing,  and  on  to-morrow  morning  I hope  to  see  over  200  of  the  tAvo  classes  I have 
already  alluded  to  discharged. 

From  every  part  of  the  Union  I receive  distressing  accounts  of  the  spread  of 
fever;  indeed  it  is  almost  to  be  found  in  every  village  committing  its  ravages. 
While  sitting  at  the  Board  of  Guardians  to-day  a cart  containing  a fever  patient 
was  brought  to  the  door.  The  greatest  alarm  prevails  as  to  the  state  of  the  work- 
house,  and  the  prospect  of  the  spread  of  contagion.  The  Guardians  have  passed 
a resolution  to-day  in  reference  thereto,  in  which  they  have  requested  me  to  pro- 
ceed to  Dublin  to  lay  the  condition  of  the  Union  in  detail  before  you.  Of  course, 
Avithout  your  sanction,  I could  not  think  of  leaving  my  station ; but  should  the 
Commissioners  think  that  by  a personal  interview  I might  be  enabled  more 
effectually  to  represent  matters  to  them  than  through  the  medium  of  a report,  I 
shall  lose  no  time  in  repairing  to  Dublin. 

The  Guardians  will  gratefully  accept  the  assistance  of  Government  in  the 
erection  of  an  oven  at  or  near  the  workhouse. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  has  not  been  as  satisfactory  this  week,  owing  to  the 
fact  of  one  of  the  collectors  being  suspended  (Ballindoon),  and  the  Ren\ryle  col- 
lector not  having  been  enabled  (as  he  alleges)  to  collect,  owing  to  the  death  of  his 
mother  from  fever  ; he  has  but  just  recovered  from  a severe  attack  of  the  same 
disease. 

I trust  that  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  Avill  be  given  to  Dr.  Suffield’s 
immediate  appointment  as  local  treasurer.  It  will  be  productive  of  the  greatest 
advantage  to  the  Boaad  of  Guardians,  who  have  voted  him  a salary  <?f  20/.  a-year, 
subject  to  the  Commissioners’  approval. 

I shall  enclose  the  evidence  taken  before  me  in  reference  to  charges  brought 
against  Morris  by  Flynn,  both  ex-collectors,  on  to-morrow. 

ENCLOSURE. 

Mr.  Bodkin,  Medical  Officer,  to  Mr.  Deane: — December  27,  1847. 

As  the  workhouse  is  at  present  so  very  much  over-crowded,  there  being  700  inmates 
under  its  roof,  being  more  than  double  the  number  it  is  calculated  to  accommodate,  I very 
much  apprehend  that  unless  the  number  be  very  speedily  reduced  within  sanitary  limits,  that 
a dire  pestilence  will  be  generated,  which  would  very  rapidly  extend  its  devastating  influence 
far  and  near,  and  perhaps  destroy  many  who  might  consider  themselves  perfectly  secure  from 
its  contamination. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  30,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  report  of  the  27th  instant 
relating  to  the  Clifden  Union  ; and  they  have  read  with  much  apprehension  yc 
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account  of  the  state  of  the  workhouse.  The  Commissioners  regret  that  the  Guar- 
dians have  not  earlier  taken  steps  for  reducing  the  numbers  in  the  workhouse,  by 
affording  out-door  relief  to  all  the  classes  coming  within  the  1st  section  of  the 
Irish.  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  by  providing  accommodation  elsewhere  for 
persons  affected  by  fever.  It  appears,  from  the  statements  in  your  report,  that 
the  workhouse  accommodation  which  has  been  provided  in  the  Union,  is  not  suf- 
ficient for  the  reception  of  the  numbers  of  destitute  persons  now  requiring  relief 
in  the  Union ; and  under  the  circumstances,  and  taking  into  consideration  the 
number  of  sick  at  present  in  the  workhouse,  the  Commissioners  have  resolved  to 
issue  an  order  authorizing  the  Guardians  to  give  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied. 
This  order  will  be  issued  to-morrow,  and,  in  the  meantime,  a copy  of  a similar 
order  is  enclosed  for  your  information,  together  with  a copy  of  a letter  which  the 
Commissioners  deem  it  advisable  to  address  to  Boards  of  Guardians,  when  they 
issue  such  an  order. 

As  regards  the  collection  of  the  poor-rate  in  the  Union,  I am  to  request  your 
attention  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  28th  instant ; and  I am  to  state  that 
the  account  which  you  gave  of  the  Union  fully  shows  the  absolute  necessity  for 
the  most  vigorous  and  prompt  steps  being  taken  to  effect  the  immediate  collection 
of  the  outstanding  arrears  of  rate.  It  appears  from  the  clerk’s  return,  that  the 
collection  for  the  month  of  November  last  amounted  only  to  3007.  8s.  Ad.  The 
Commissioners  have  not  received  from  the  clerk  of  the  Union  the  funds  returns 
for  the  last  four  weeks;  but  it  appears  by  the  minutes  of  the  Guardians’  pro- 
ceedings on  the  27th  instant,  that  there  is  2125Z.  Os.  3d.  still  uncollected  in  the 
Union,  notwithstanding  the  pressure  upon  the  Guardians  for  want  of  funds. 

The  Commissioners  have  considered  that  part  of  your  report  referring  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Guardians,  suggesting  that  you  should  proceed  to  Dublin,  to  lay 
before  the  Government  the  alarming  state  of  the  Union ; but  the  Commissioners 
think  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  that  you  should  leave  the  district  at  the  present 
time,  when  your  presence  there  seems  to  be  so  much  required. 

The  Commissioners  will  give  prompt  attention  to  any  reports  which  you  may 
make  to  them  on  the  affairs  of  the  Union ; and  they  could  only  impress  upon  you, 
in  a personal  interview,  the  urgent  necessity  which  exists  for  the  active  exercise 
by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  the  law,  for  affording 
relief  to  the  destitute  poor  of  the  Clifden  Union,  and  for  the  collection  of  sufficient 
rates  for  that  purpose. 

If  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  are  not  duly 
and  effectually  discharged,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  Act  for  Relief  of  the 
destitute  Poor  in  Ireland,  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  take  into  considera- 
tion . the  • propriety  of  dissolving  the  Board,  and  of  appointing  paid  officers  to 
administer  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  in  pursuance  of  the  18th  section  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

The  Commissioners  will  communicate  with  you  respecting  the  treasurer  of  the 
Union  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians;  and  they  have  for- 
warded extracts  from  your  report  respecting  the  spread  of  fever  in  the  Union, 
and  the  erection  of  an  oven,  to  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  Commissariat  Office 
respectively ; and  they  conclude  that  you  have  finally  arranged  with  Mr.  D’Arcy 
for  the  occupation  of  his  house  as  a temporary  fever  ward,  and  have  taken  steps 
for  having  the  necessary  repairs  made  to  the  building. 

When  you  report  the  amount  to  be  expended  for  that  purpose,  the  Commis- 
sioners will,  apply  for  authority  to  disburse  it  out  of  the  loan  for  providing 
accommodation  for  fever  patients  in  the  workhouse. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Deane  : — December  31, 1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith,  for  your 
information,  a copy  of  an  order  which  they  have  this  day  issued,  authorizing  the 
Guardians  of  the  Clifden  Union  to  afford  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  enclose  a copy  of  a letter  which  has  been  addressed  to 
the  Guardians  relative  to  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied  persons  who  are  to 
receive  relief;  and  the  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
afford  the  Guardians  all  the  advice  and  assistance  in  your  power,  to  enable  them 
to  carry  out  the  order  with  the  most  effect  and  advantage. 
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Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  1,  1848. 

Since  my  last  report,  220  individuals,  coming  within  the  classes  included 
in  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  have  been  discharged  from 
the  workhouse,  and  out-door  relief  has  been  administered  to  them.  This  step  has 
been  productive  of  much  good  in  checking  the  spread  of  disease. 

No  time  shall  be  lost  in  preparing  Mr.  D’Arcy’s  house  for  the  reception  of 
fever  patients.  On  Monday  next  I hope  to  be  enabled  to  report  to  the  Commis- 
sioners as  to  the  amount  to  be  expended.  Tenders  for  the  execution  of  the  work 
will  be  sent  in  to  the  Guardians  on  that  day.  In  the  absence  of  instructions  as 
to  specifications,  I must  necessarily  trust  to  the  assistance  I shall  derive  from 
those  prepared  for  the  erection  of  wooden  sheds,  and  from  any  judgment  I can 
myself  exercise  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  work  to  be  executed. 

The  order  for  granting  out-door  relief  has  arrived  to  the  clerk,  and  I have,  by 
this  night’s  post,  received  copies  of  the  same.  The  Commissioners  may  depend 
on  my  best  and  most  anxious  efforts  to  carry  out  their  order  with  as  much 
efficiency  as  lies  in  my  power ; but  I feel  it  my  incumbent  duty  to  state,  that 
I do  not  conceive  that  the  present  Board  of  Guardians  “ can  duly  and  effectually” 
put  the  order  into  effect.  They  are  totally  unfit  to  meet  an  emergency  of  this 
kind,  and  are  unable,  from  their  want  of  business-habits  and  experience,  to  cope 
with  the  details  of  the  order.  The  members  of  the  Board  are,  for  the  most  part, 
men  of  the  more  humble  (indeed  I may  say  of  the  lower  class  of  life),  and  from 
whom  I could  not  expect  any  assistance  in  the  execution  of  the  important  instruc- 
tions contained  in  the  letter  addressed  to  them  upon  the  issuing  of  the  order 
granting  out-door  relief. 

Up  to  this  moment,  and  previously,  as  I have  already  borne  testimony  in  former 
reports,  I have  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
They  have  attended  passively  to  my  suggestions,  and  adopted  them  ; but  I never 
received  that  active  support  which  alone  could  enable  me  to  carry  out  your  last 
order  in  its  spirit  and  integrity.  The  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
being  over,  I saw  nothing  more  of  its  members  during  the  week,  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  D’Arcy,  the  chairman,  to  whose  indefatigable  exertions  and  ready  co- 
operation at  all  times  I wish  to  bear  testimony.  There  appeared  to  be  an  impression 
on  the  minds  of  the  Guardians  (generally)  that  all  responsibility  should  be  thrown 
on  me ; and  I have  not  hesitated,  when  I felt  I could  do  good,  to  undertake  it ; 
but  now  that  relief  is  about  to  be  extended  to  the  able-bodied,  and  that  so  much 
vigilance  will  be  required  in  watching  its  administration,  I have  again  to  express 
my  conscientious  conviction  that  the  present  Board  of  Guardians  is  unequal  to  the 
trust.  I,  therefore,  leave  the  consideration  of  dissolving  that  body  to  the  Com- 
missioners’ judgment. 

In  reference  to  the  collection  of  the  rate  during  the  last  month,  I beg  to  remind 
the  Commissioners  that  fatalities  have  occurred  unfavourable  to  its  progress.  Two 
of  the  collectors  had  only  resumed  their  duties  after  severe  attacks  of  fever,  and 
a third  had  been  suspended  for  inefficiency,  and  his  successor  has  been  but  just 
appointed. . A very  large  proportion  of  rate  is  due  by  landlords  and  receivers  ; and 
the  Commissioners  may  depend  that  due  steps  shall  be  taken  for  the  collection  of 
the  same. 

The  names  of  defaulting  immediate  lessors  and  receivers  shall  be  fox-warded  as 
soon  as  I receive  the  lists  from  the  collectors. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  it  would  be  advisable  that  I should  repair  to  Westport,  in 
order  to  confer  with  Mr.  Lynch  and  the  Vice-Guardians  as  to  the  mode  of 
affording  out-door  relief.  I should  also  have  occasion  to  go  there  to  make  a 
purchase  of  food  from  the  agent  of  the  British  Association.  I shall  feel  obliged 
by  the  Commissioners’  permission  to  my  leaving  my  Union  for  these  purposes. 


Reply  to  the  above:- — January  3,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  have  no  objection  to  your  proceeding 
to  Westport,  to  confer  with  Mr.  Lynch  with  respect  to  the  order  authorizing  the 
Guardians  to  give  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied. 

The  Commissioners  will  address  you  again  with  respect  to  the  other  matters 
adverted  to  in  your  report. 


4 B 
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The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Deane  : — January  4, 1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  have  had  under  their  consideration  your  report  of  the  1st  instant,  relating 
to  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Clifden  Union ; and  with  regard  to  your 
proposal  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  should  be  dissolved,  I am  to  state,  that  the 
Commissioners  will  be  ready  to  give  the  proposal  their  most  deliberate  considera- 
tion, provided  that  you  will,  in  a separate  report,  place  formally  on  record  any 
instances  in  which  the  Guardians  may  have  actually  failed  to  discharge  their  duties 
duly  and  effectually  since  you  have  been  in  the  Union.  Your  remarks  in  your 
report  of  the  1st  instant  on  the  conduct  of  the  Guardians  would  not  form  a ground 
for  the  dissolution  of  the  Board,  unless  accompanied  by  the  enumeration  of  special 
instances  in  which  they  had  neglected  their  duty. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  3,  1848. 

The  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  was  held  to-day.  I regret 
to  be  obliged  to  state,  that  the  distress  is  becoming  daily  and  hourly  more  alarming 
throughout  the  Union.  Crowds  of  the  most  wretched  and  miserable  objects  sur- 
rounded the  Court-house  to-day,  where  the  Guardians  meet ; and  it  required  the 
assistance  of  the  constabulary  to  preserve  order,  and  secure  the  Guardians  from 
interruption  in  the  consideration  of  the  many  important  matters  which  came 
before  them.  The  order  from  the  Commissioners  for  granting  out-door  relief  to 
the  able-bodied  was  read,  as  well  as  the  instructions  contained  in  the  circular  letter 
in  reference  thereto.  I felt  it  to  be  my  duty  frankly  to  inform  the  Board  of 
Guardians  that  I did  not  conceive,  from  my  experience  of  the  business-habits  of  its 
members,  that  they  would  be  enabled  " duly  and  effectually  to  discharge  their 
duties  according  to  the  intention  of  the  Act.”  I had  (previous  to  the  assembling 
of  the  Board  to-day)  a long  interview  with  Mr.  H.  D’Arcy,  the  chairman,  and  the 
result  was,  that  he  expressed  himself  satisfied  of  the  inability  of  the  Board  to  meet 
the  difficulties  of  the  present  crisis.  He  told  me  that  he  was  willing  and  anxious 
to  devote  a certain  portion  of  his  time  to  the  duties  which  devolved  upon  him  as 
an  ex-officio  Guardian ; and  that  to  those  duties  he  would  give  his  undivided  and 
anxious  attention : but  that  he  has  apprehension  that  I could  not  expect  regular 
attendance  from  the  other  members  of  the  Board.  At  the  meeting  to-day  there 
was  considerable  alarm  excited  by  my  having  distinctly  told  the  Guardians  of  my 
impression  that  the  Commissioners  would  be  obliged  to  dissolve  the  Board ; and 
a resolution  was  passed  in  reference  to  the  necessity  of  meeting  two  days  in  the 
week  instead  of  one.  I think  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  Commissioners  that  I feel 
persuaded  that  that  resolution  will  not  be  practically  put  into  effect ; and  I expressed 
myself  similarly  to  the  Guardians.  The  Board  did  not  meet  till  one  o’clock  to-day, 
and  it  is  idle  to  think  of  getting  through  a mass  of  business  in  the  interval  between 
that  hour  and  six  o’clock,  p.m.  : it  would  nearly  consume  the  whole  time  to 
examine  into  the  cases  of  the  applicants  for  relief.  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating 
to  the  Commissioners  my  firm  conviction,  that,  to  meet  the  necessities  which  will 
arise,  and  to  administer  their  duties  fairly  and  honestly,  it  would  take  the  attention 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  every  day  for  one  month  at  least,  until  the  system 
should  be  fairly  established  for  giving  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  according 
to  the  prescribed  instructions.  I have  already  communicated  to  the  Commissioners 
my  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  dissolving  the  Board,  and  I have  only  now  to  await 
their  instructions. 

Tenders  were  received  for  the  erection  of  the  fever  hospital  to-day.  I beg 
leave  to  enclose  the  one  which  the  Guardians  decided  on  receiving.  The  Com- 
missioners will  perceive  that  the  cost  of  the  bed  which  is  to  be  made  for  per- 
manent purposes  has  been  reduced  in  price  by  5s.  ( see  No.  43251,  D./47).  The 
contractor  is  bound,  under  a penalty  of  10 1.,  to  complete  his  contract  in  six  weeks 
from  the  day  on  which  he  receives  orders  to  commence. 

The  increase  of  fever  throughout  the  Union  is  most  alarming.  The  relieving 
officers  cannot  send  in  patients  to  the  present  hospitals,  either  at  Clifden  or  Bal- 
lindoon,  as  both  are  crowded  to  excess,  and  unable  to  accommodate  more.  Several 
wretched  beings  have  died  by  the  road-side  and  in  their  huts ; and,  in  many 
instances,  I have  been  applied  to  by  the  relieving  officers  with  respect  to  instruction 
for  providing  coffins  for  them.  According  to  the  circular  letter  addressed  to 
Union  Inspectors,  dated  15th  November,  1847,  it  appears  that  coffins  should  be 
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provided  by  the  churchwardens,  and  the  expense  assessed  on  the  parish,  under  the 
7th  Geo.  IV.,  c.  72,  sec.  10:  on  the  minutes  of  this  day’s  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  a resolution  appears  in  reference  thereto,  to  which  1 beg  leave  to  call 
the  Commissioners’  attention.  No  vestry  has  been  held  here  for  a very  con-, 
siderable  time,  and  the  churchwardens  are  unable  to  meet  the  demands  which  are 
daily  made  on  them  for  the  supply  of  coffins.  A case  occurred  to-day  which  will 
show  the  position  the  Guardians  are  placed  in.  The  relieving  officer  for  Ballin- 
doon  electoral  division  brought  before  the  Board  the  fact  that  a man  was  lying 
dead  on  the  road-side,  with  his  widow  and  children  around  him,  and  that  they  had 
no  means  to  bury  him.  Mr.  D’Arcy,  the  chairman  of  the  Board  (who  is  one  of 
the  churchwardens),  was  applied  to  by  me,  and  he  told  me  that  no  vestry  had  been 
held,  and  that  as  far  as  he  was  concerned  he  was  powerless.  In  this  state  of 
things  the  Guardians  resolved  to  provide  a coffin  for  the  man ; I,  of  course,  calling 
their  attention  to  the  letter  of  the  15th  November,  1847.  Cases  such  as  this  are 
now  becoming  of  daily  occurrence  ; and  I shall  feel  obliged  for  the  Commissioners 
directions  as  to  the  best  manner  in  which  I am  to  act.  It  is  lamentable  that  public 
decency  should  be  thus  outraged. 

I regret  to  state  that  the  mortality  in  the  workhouse  (as  appears  on  the  minutes) 
is  still  very  great.  I shall  lose  no  time  in  putting  the  order  of  the  Com- 
missioners into  effect  in  reference  to  relief  to  the  able-bodied ; but  the  details 
of  the  order,  in  such  a district  as  this,  require  time  to  arrange.  I could  not 
get  a supply  of  hammers  for  50  men  under  10  days  at  least.  I trust  that  I 
shall  have  the  benefit  of  the  Commissioners’  early  determination  as  to  whether 
they  are  satisfied  that  the  present  Board  of  Guardians  can  duly  and  effectually 
discharge  the  duties  now  devolving  on  them,  and  that  if  they  shall  arrive  at  the 
conclusion  that  they  cannot,  that  paid  officers  may  be  sent  here  with  all  convenient 
despatch. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  has  not  been  satisfactory  this  week.  I brought  the 
matter  in  the  most  forcible  terms  before  the  Guardians  to-day,  and  the  clerk 
received  directions  to  write  to  the  immediate  lessors  in  the  Union,  informing  them 
that  the  most  rigorous  steps  would  be  taken  for  the  collection  of  the  rate  due  by 
them.  I read  at  the  Board  the  names  of  the  defaulters,  and  I regret  to  say,  some 
of  the  Guardians  themselves  have  not  paid.  Mr.  Martin,  (who,  as  the  Commis- 
sioners are  aware,  holds  the  most  extensive  estates  in  the  district)  is  still  a defaulter, 
and  I told  him  that  I should  recommend  the  Guardians  to  proceed  summarily 
against  him ; he  paid  to-day  the  rates  due  on  one  electoral  division,  and  requested 
the  collector  to  assist  him  in  getting  the  rates  from  the  occupying  tenants ; he  has 
promised  that  all  his  rates  shall  be  discharged  within  a week..  I enclose,. according 
to  the  Commissioners’  desire,  lists  of  the  defaulting  immediate  lessors  in  the  four 
electoral  divisions.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  acting  agent  of  the  receiver  on  Mr. 
D’Arcy’ s property,  has  promised  to  pay  the  rates  due  next  week.  I have  had  his 
attention  called  to  the  orders  of  the  Courts  of  Chancery  and  Exchequer.  Mr. 
Hart,  receiver  in  Burroughs  v.  Lambert,  is  a defaulter ; and  he  alleges  that  he 
has  received  no  rents,  and  is  unable  to  pay.  It  would  be  well  that  the  Guardians 
had  some  better  proof  of  this  than  mere  assertion. 

I-  beg  to  state  that  Dr.  Suffield  proposes  as  his  securities  H.  D’Arcy,  esq., 
and  Major-General  Thomson ; and  that  they  are  ready  to  execute  the  bond.  It 
would  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  me  if  this  appointment  was  at  once  sanc- 
tioned, inasmuch  as  the  weekly  account  of  the  sums  lodged  in  the  bank  at  Galway 
is  much  short  of  the  sums  in  the  hands  of  the  collectors,  and  consequently  the 
Guardians  can  only  draw  cheques  for  what  is  actually  lodged.  To-day  a letter 
was  read  at  the  Board  from  the  manager  of  the  bank,  returning  13Z.  which  the 
collector  sent  in  a letter  of  credit,  which  he  took  from  an  individual  in  payment  of 
the  rate ; the  manager  states  that  he  could  not  place  the  amount  to  the  credit  of 
the  Union,  as  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  name  of  the  party  in  whose  favour 
the  letter  was  made..  This  will  show  the  Commissioners  the  advantage  of  having 
a local  treasurer. 

I shall  not  fail  to  have  the  necessary  proceedings  instituted  against  Flynn,  under 
the  101st  Section  of  the  Act.  Morris  lodged  21.  Is.  6cl.  with  Dr.  Suffield,  at 
my  suggestion  ; which  sum  will  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  as  soon  as 
Dr.  Suffield  shall  be  regularly  appointed,  or  it  shall  be  handed  over  to  Mullins, 
the  Ballindoon  collector,  as  the  Commissioners  shall  direct. 

The  clerk  has  just  informed  me  that  he  communicated  to  the  Commissioners 
J 4 B 2 
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Clifden  Union,  the  fact  of  Morris’s  default,  and  that  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  Flynn  not  having  numbered  his  receipt  book  ; he  also  states  that  the 
order  in  reference  to  his  new  duties,  in  initialing  the  block  part  of  the  receipts, 
did  not  reach  him  at  the  time  the  Is.  rate  was  in  course  of  collection.  Nothing 
appeared  in  the  investigation  to  attach  blame  to  the  clerk  for  wilful  neglect, 
though,  as  I have  said  in  a former  report,  I have  some  reason  to  complain  of  his 
want  of  business-habits.  I do  not  think  he  will  be  enabled' to  discharge  his 
increased  duties  without  additional  assistance. 

I have  to  report  on  the  whole  favourably  of  the  efficiency  of  the  relieving 
officers,  who  are  evincing  every  desire  to  perform  their  duties  strictly. 

The  relief  afforded  by  the  British  Association  to  the  children  at  the  schools  is 
working  admirably.  I am  now  affording  food  to  about  3000. 

I have  given  directions  to  the  relieving  officer  to  get  the  names  of  the  children 
receiving  relief  at  the  schools,  in  order  that  they  shall  be  enabled  to  prepare  then- 
lists  accordingly,  and  that  the  Guardians  shall  not  have  to  support  the  children  of 
the  able-bodied  who  shall  be  claiming  relief  for  their  families,  when  the  schools 
may  be  possibly  affording  assistance. 

The  town  of  Clifden  is  infested  with  beggars,  several  of  whom  I have  had 
committed  as  vagrants.  I should  be  unwilling  to  trouble  the  Commissioners 
with  any  matter  personal  to  myself,  but  as  it  in  a great  measure  affects  the 
performance  of  my  duties,  I beg  to  state  that  from  the  position  in  which  I 
am  placed,  and  from  the  apprehension  on  the  minds  of  the  people  that  I can 
alone  relieve  them ; my  house  is  constantly  surrounded  by  a crowd  of  wretched 
beings  seeking  relief,  who  are  so  importunate  that  I am  unable  frequently 
to  sit  down  to  my  meals  with  that  quiet  necessary  for  one  whose  whole  time  is 
devotedly  and  anxiously  directed  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  entrusted 
to  him.  In  bringing  this  matter  before  the  Commissioners,  I trust  they  will 
excuse  me — and  that  I shall  receive  some  protection  from  the  constabulary. 
The  Sub-Inspector  has  already  afforded  me  assistance,  but  I think  I am  entitled  to 
have  an  order  issued  to  protect  my  house  from  this  annoyance. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  6,  1848. 

I am  to  state  in  reply,  that  the  Commissioners  await  your  answer  to  their 
letter  of  the  4tli  instant,  before  they  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  dis- 
solving the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  appointing  paid  officers  to  manage  the  affairs 
of  the  Union. 

With  regard  to  the  repairs  of  the  “ National  School -house,”  I am  to  refer  you 
to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  yesterday’s  date ; and  I am  to  state  that  an 
extract  from  your  report,  relating  to  the  spread  of  fever  in  the  Union,  has  been 
forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Health.  The  Commissioners  have  no  power  to 
authorize  the  Guardians  to  pay  out  of  the  poor-rates  for  coffins  for  the  interment 
of  the  bodies  of  persons  dying  out  of  the  workhouse ; and  they  can  only 
recommend  that  the  existing  law  for  providing  coffins  should  be  carried  into 
effect. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  intention  of  the  Guardians  to  take  pro- 
ceedings for  the  recovery  of  the  rates  due  by  the  several  defaulters  to  whom  you 
have  drawn  their  attention.  They  think  that  the  collectors  should  be  directed, 
under  the  2nd  Section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  to  serve  the  15 
days’  notice  on  the  immediate  lessors,  who  are  accessible  to  the  collectors,  with  a 
view  to  their  being  summoned  before  the  magistrates  in  case  the  rates  are  not  at 
once  paid. 

It  may  be  desirable  to  employ  a solicitor  to  take  proceedings  against  the  defaulters 
in  some  instances,  and  the  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  bring  the  subject 
again  under  the  consideration  of  the  Guardians  at  their  next  meeting,  as  it  is 
indispensable  that  every  effort  should  be  made  without  delay  to  obtain,  and  if 
necessary  to  enforce  by  all  the  means  which  the  law  has  provided,  the  payment  of 
the  outstanding  rates  in  the  Union. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  immediate  lessors  who  are  returned  as  owing 
the  larger  amounts  of  rate : — 
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A.  B.  Martin,  esq.  . 
John  O’Neill,  esq.  . 
Hyacinth.  D’Arcy,  esq. 
Martin  O’Malley,  esq. 
John  Lambert,  esq. 
Michael  P.  Browne,  esq. 
John  D'Arcy,  esq. 


£.  s.  d. 

245  1 6 

109  0 8 

8S  2 10  Property  partly  in  Chancery. 

25  12  6 

18  2 9 Property  under  the  Courts. 

10  19  9 

7 15  0 . 


The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Suffield  as  treasurer 
of  the  Union,  and  recommend  that  his  bond  should  be  prepared  and  executed  at 
once ; a form  of  bond  is  given  in  the  “ Compendium,”  of  which  a copy  is  in  your 
possession.  J 


An  extract  from  your  report,  relating  to  the  importunity  to  which  you  are 
subject  from  vagrants,  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Constabulary  Office. 


Clifden  Union;. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Deane  January  15,  1848. 

Adverting  to  the  letter  already  addressed  to  you  on  the  subject  of 
providing  coffins  for  the  interment  of  the  bodies  of  persons  not  dying  in  the 
workhouse,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws 
for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  to  state,  that  if  the  Ballindoon  temporary 
fever  hospital  be  still  managed  by  the  Relief  Committee,  formed  under  the 
Act  10  Viet,  cap.  7,  the  estimates  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  through 
the  Finance  Committee,  under  the  15th  section  of  the  Act  10  Viet.,  cap.  22, 
may  include  the  expense  of  providing  coffins  for  persons  who  die  of  fever  or 
other  epidemic  disease,  in  such  Relief  Committee’s  electoral  division. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners: — January  10,  1848. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to-day. 

The  late  hour  at  which  I arrived  from  Westport  on  Saturday  evening  last, 
prevented  my  applying  to  your  communications  of  the  4th  and  6th  instant, 
respectively. 

With  regard  to  your  wish,  that  I should  place  formally  on  record  any  instances 
in  which  the  Guardians  of  this  Union  have  actually  failed  to  discharge  their  duties 
duly  and  effectually,  according  to  the  Act,  I beg  leave  to  state  that  my  opinions, 
expressed  in  my  report  of  the  1st  instant,  have  reference  to  the  general  inability  of 
that  body  to  perform  their  duties. 

I may  save  the  Commissioners  some  trouble,  by  informing  them  that  after 
mature  deliberation  and  consultation  with  Mr.  Hyacinth  D’Arcy,  the  chairman  of 
the  Board,  I have  determined,  if  possible,  to  save  the  Union  the  expense  of  paid 
officers,  by  undertaking  the  task  of  effecting  the  reformation  in  the  state  of  the 
workhouse,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  D’Arcy,  to  whose  constant  and  indefatigable 
exertions  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  I desire  to  bear  testimony. 

Mr.  D’Arcy,. in  most  forcible  terms,  brought  before  the  consideration  of  the 
Board  the  state  of  the  workhouse,  and  I cannot  better  describe  its  condition  than 
by  referring  them  to  Messrs.  O’Reilly  and  Duncan’s  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
Mohill  house,  which,  mutatis  mutandis,  is  Clifden  workhouse  at  the  present  moment. 

The  Board  most  determinately  refused  (with  the  exception  of  Mr.  D ’ Arcy)  to 
go  near  the  house ; one  of  the  Guardians  emphatically  declaring,  that  the 
" Queen’s  dominions  would  not  induce  him  to  enter  it.” 

The  Commissioners  will  therefore  see,  that  it  is  in  vain  for  me  to  obtain  the 
assistance  of  a visiting  Committee ; and  in  this  extremity  Mr.  D Arcy  and  I have 
offered  (provided  our  suggestions  be  attended  to)  to  undertake  the  task  of  setting 
matters  in  some  degree  aright  in  the  workhouse. 

The  Guardians  have  willingly  entrusted  us  with  power  to  act  as  far  as  we  may 
think  expedient,  in  directing  improvements ; and  with  the  desire,  as  I have  before 
stated,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  sending  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Union.  I shall 
spare  no  personal  labour  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  Union  workhouse  to  that 
condition  which  is  provided  for  in  the  regulation  of  the  Commissioners. 

This  must  necessarily  be  a work  of  time,  but  I trust  with  zeal  and  industry  to’ 
overcome  the  difficulties  which  surround  me. 
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The  roof  of  the  workhouse  is  in  a sad  state,  a great  portion  of  the  slates  on  the 
southern  side  having  been  blown  off  in  the  late  gales. 

I inquired  to-day,  and  found  that  there  were  no  slates  to  be  obtained  in  Clifden. 

Three  or  four  weeks  may  elapse  before  a supply  can  be  obtained,  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  the  navigation  round  Slyne  Head  from 
Galway,  and  of  the  prevalence  of  south-westerly  winds  iu  coming  from  Westport. 

No  delay  shall  be  made  in  providing  the  house  with  articles  necessary  for  its 
internal  economy,  and  with  materials  for  present'  repairs.  The  Commissioners 
will  therefox’e  perceive,  that  as  far  as  I am  concerned,  I propose  to  undertake  the 
responsible  duties  of  a visiting  Committee,  aided  by  my  friend  Mr.  D’Arcy — and 
that  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  willingly  enough  conceded  to  us  ample  powers  to 
commence  reformations. 

The  Guardians  discharged  98  individuals  from  the  house  to-day,  coming  within 
the  1st  section  of  the  Extension  Act.  To  each  adult  the  sum  of  l.v.  was  given 
for  one  week,  and  6d.  to  each  child.  The  whole  sum  expended  was  about  31.  1 1$. 

This  step,  which  I think  a wise  one,  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
house,  relieves  it  from  its  crowded  state.  By  Monday  next  I hope  to  find  it 
reduced  to  the  number  it  was  originally  built  for,  viz. — 300.  There  are  at  present 
140  in  the  hospital. 

The  mortality  has  been  somewhat  less  this  week,  the  greater  number  of  deaths 
arising  from  dysentery. 

_ I should  be  glad  to  know  whether  the  Commissioners  would  approve  of  my 
directing  some  of  the  patients  in  hospital,  not  labouring  under  infectious  diseases, 
being  removed  to  the  upper  attic  dormitories. 

The  medical  attendant  of  the  hospital  seems  to  think  that  these  apartments 
would  not  be  suited  for  that  purpose  without  a fire-place. 

The  Count  Strzelecki  has  requested  me  to  communicate  with  Captain  Hellard 
in  reference  to  the  transmission  of  a cargo  of  rye  meal  to  Clifden.  The  vessel 
which  must  be  freighted  for  that  purpose  can  bring  some  articles  necessarily 
required  at  the  workhouse,  chloride  of  lime,  &c.,  &c. 

The  Guardians  have  directed  advertisements  to  be  made  for  tender,  for 
assistant  relieving  officers,  to  assist  in  the  administration  of  the  order  granting 
out-door  relief. 

Tenders  are  also  to  be  received  on  Monday  next  from  contractors  for  the  supply 
of  meal,  &c.,  at  the  various  stations  to  be  selected  in  the  electoral  divisions. 

Mr.  Richard  Bourke  has  forwarded  to  me  some  observations,  in  reference  to 
carrying  out  the  order  for  the  relief  of  the  able-bodied,  which  he  prepared  for  the 
Ballina  Vice-Guardians.  I read  them  to  the  Board  to-day,  and  they  agreed  with 
mie  in  thinking  it  highly  expedient  to  adopt  the  practical  suggestions  contained  in 
the  document  arranged  by  Mr.  Bourke,  a copy  of  which,  I presume,  the  Commis- 
sioners have  already  had  before  them. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  has  been  very  satisfactory  during  the  last  week,  170/. 
having  been  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurers.  Dr.  Suffield  commenced  his 
duties  to-day. 

The  Commissioners  will  perceive  that  the  Board  have  voted  a gratuity  of  10/. 
to  Dr.  Bodkin  for  his  services  at  the  workhouse  hospital ; and  a notice  of  motion 
has  been  given  to  increase  his  salary  from  40/.  to  60/.  a-year.  I think  the  medical 
attendant  is  fully  entitled  to  the  increase. 

_ Warrants  have  been  issued  from  the  Board  of  Health  to  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, for  providing  increased  accommodation  for  fever  patients  in  the  Union. 
Ballinahill  and  Ballinahinch  have  been  selected  as  the  localities  in  addition  to 
Clifden.  The  Board  of  Guardians  did  not  take  any  step  in  relation  thereto  to-day. 
The  contractor  has  commenced  work  at  the  National  School-house,  sanctioned  as 
the  site  of  the  temporary  fever  hospital.  The  terms  agreed  upon  between  the 
Board  and  Mr.  D ’Arcy  are  15/.  a-year,  with  a clause  of  surrender  every  three 
years..  I received  a communication  from  the  Commissioners  of  National  Educa- 
tion, in  which  no  objection  is  offered  to  the  occupation  of  the  building,  upon  the 
Trustees  consenting  thereto,  and  upon  the  understanding,  that  it  is  to  be  restored 
to  them  for  its  original  use  as  soon  as  the  fever  ceases  to  be  prevalent  in  the 
locality..  I should  wish  to  know  whether  it  is  necessary  that  the  trustees  should 
be  parties  to  the  lease ; and  whether  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the 
condition  imposed  by  the  Commissioners  of  National  Education  as  to  the  restora- 
„tion  of  the  building  to  the  trustees,  will  affect  the  occupation  of  the  site  for  the 
permanent  fever  hospital. 

I bad  an  interview  with  the  solicitor  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  to-day,  to 
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whom,  as  well  as  Mr.  D’Arcy,  I communicated  the  substance  of  the  letter  I 
received  from  the  Commissioners  of  National  Education, 

I have  given  directions  to  the  collectors  to  serve  the  fifteen  day  notice  on 
defaulting  immediate  lessors. 

The  solicitor  will  be  in  attendance  on  Monday  next,  to  receive  instructions  as  to 
proceeding  against  parties  not  immediately  available  in  the  Union,  and  who  are  in 
arrear  for  rate. 

I should  be  desirous  of  ascertaining  from  the  Commissioners,  how  far  the  Board 
of  Guardians  would  be  justified  in  taking  (in  a case  where  a large  amount  of  rate 
is  due)  payment  by  instalments.  In  some  cases  I should  be  inclined  to  recommend 
that  the  arrangement  should  be  sanctioned. 

A Committee  has  been  appointed  for  investigating  the  accounts  of  the  Union 
weekly.  I beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  fact,  that  no 
auditor  has  yet  visited  Clifden  Union. 

I have  called  the  attention  of  the  clerk  to  the  inaccuracies  in  the  Union  funds 
return,  which  he  states  he  has  rectified  in  the  form  lately  enclosed  to  him. 

Nothing  further  occurs  to  me  to  report  to  the  Commissioners. 


Mr.  Deane,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners  ; — 
January  11,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  a copy  of  informations  sworn  this  day  before 
the  resident  magistrate,  Mr.  Dopping,  by  John  Lydon,  poor-rate  collector. 

I waited  on  Mr.  Dopping,  who  expressed  his  determination  to  accompany 
Lydon  to  the  townland  where  the  rescue  and  opposition  to  the  payment  of  the 
poor-rate  took  place,  and  with  an  increased  force  of  constabulary,  to  aid  the  col- 
lector in  the  execution  of  his  duties. 

I trust  that  this  prompt  and  vigorous  assertion  of  the  law  will  have  the  effect  of 
preventing  a recurrence  of  similar  outrages. 


Enclosure. 


County  of  Galicay\  The  information  of  John  Lydon,  poor-rate  collector  for  the  electoral 
to  wit.  /division  of  Roundstone,  who,  having  been  duly  sworn,  states  as  follows  : — 

I proceeded,  accompanied  by  head  constable  Wilks  and  four  others  of  the  police,  on  the 
morning  of  yesterday,  the  10th  instant,  and  having  made  a seizure  of  cattle  for  poor-rates  due 
on  the  townlands  of  Leehenaghmore  in  said  county,  a number  of  women  assembled,  and 
shouted  to  some  men,  who  were  out  in  boats  dredging  for  oysters,  to  come  in  to  shore ; the  men 
then  came  in  immediately,  and  when  I was  endeavouring  to  take  away  the  cattle  some  of  the 
party  called  out  to  the  rest  to  gather  stones. 

Immediately  afterwards  a stone  was  thrown  which  hit  one  of  the  drivers,  Michael  King, 
over  the  eye,  which  caused  him  to  stagger.  I then  observed  the  head  constable  sitting  down, 
and  his  hand  bleeding.  Seeing  it  would  be  impossible  to  effect  my  purpose,  and  the  head 
constable  having  been  wounded,  I relinquished  the  distress,  and  with  the  police  left  the  land, 
the  crowd  following  us  for  some  time  and  shouting.  I believe  it  would  be  impossible  to  collect 
the  rate  in  that  townland  without  a large  police  force,  and  I would  consider  my  life  in  danger 
if  I went  there  again  unprotected. 

Some  of  the  persons  w ho  were  engaged  in  this  proceeding  have  been  summoned  on  my 
complaint  to  the  Roundstone  petty  sessions  for  to-morrow,  for  a rescue  committed  on  the  same 
townland,  for  the  same  rates,  on  a former  occasion,  and  for  which  I duly  swore  informations 
before  you. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Clifden  this  1 1th  day  of  January,  1848. 

John  Dopping. 


John  Lydon. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  17,  1848. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day.  Tenders 
■were  received  from  individuals  seeking  to  be  appointed  “ stewards,”  or  assisting 
relieving  officers,  to  superintend  the  work  to  be  performed  by  the  recipients  of  out- 
door relief  (able-bodied) . 

The  Board  also  received  tenders  for  the  supplying  and  delivering  of  meal,  at 
certain  places  in  the  several  electoral  divisions.  They  were  only  enabled  to  agree 
with  one  contractor,  and  the  further  consideration  of  the  tenders  has  been  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next,  an  adjourned  meeting. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  has  not  been  satisfactory  this  week! 

The  collector  of  this  district,  who  is  also  the  collector  of  Ballindoon,  has  not 
been  inactive.  He  informs  me  that  if  the  immediate  lessors  in  the  several 
electoral  divisions  paid  their  rates,  he  would  find  no  difficulty  in  collecting  the  rest 
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The  collector  of  this  district  has  within  a few  weeks  lost  both  father  and 
mother  by  fever;  the  former  having  died  within  the  last  few  days.  He  states  that 
lie  was  unable,  from  affliction,  to  undertake  the  collection  of  the  rate  since  Mon- 
day last. 

The  collector  here  has  been  engaged,  as  he  says,  in  attending  petty  sessions,  and 
swearing  informations  for  rescue  before  the  magistrate;  and  thus  excuses  his 
having  only  collected  22 1. 

I told  him  that  unless  he  shall  increase  the  amount  of  his  collection  next  week 
that  I shall  recommend  his  dismissal.  The  Commissioners  have  already  received 
the  informations  (a  copy  of  which  I forward)  of  the  rescue  of  cattle  from  this 
collector.  I have  been  informed  that  the  parties  are  all  summoned  before  the 
magistrates,  and  that  the  measures  which  have  been  taken,  will  probably  preyent 
a similar  outrage. 

In  reference  to  your  request  that  I should  state  how  much  of  the  arrears  due  by 
the  seven  ratepayers  named  in  the  communication  of  the  6th  instant,  has  since  been 
paid,  I have  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Martin  has  paid  351.,  and  that  I have  directed 
the  collectors  to  serve  the  15  day  notice  on  all  the  defaulting  immediate  lessors. 

I have  made  the  most  searching  inquiries  as  to  the  solvency  of  these  individuals 
and  I have  no  doubt  that  in  a short  time  I shall  be  enabled  to  report  that  the 
whole  of  their  rate  has  been  paid. 

Mr.  O’Neill,  of  Bunowen  Castle,  non-resident,  owes  a large  amount  of  rate, 
•about  200 1.  Proceedings  have  already  been  instituted  against  him  for  the  1.9.  rate* 
and  similar  measures  must  be  taken  to  realize  the  recent  rate,  3s. 

The  destitution  is  increasing  here  every  hour,  and  I cannot  but  regret  that,  up 
•to  this  moment  I have  been  unable  to  organize  the  system  for  affording  relief  to 
•the  able-bodied.  This  is  principally  owing  to  the  scanty  supply  of  provisions  in 
the  Union.  The  order  signed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  to-day  on  the  contractors 
(who  could  only  supply  them  with  two  tons),  and  on  other  dealers,  have  nearly 
exhausted  the  supplies  in  Clifden,  and  I cannot  too  strongly  urge  upon  the  Com- 
missioners to  recommend  to  the  Government  the  necessity  of  sending  a supply  of 
iood  for  sale  to  this  locality.  The  sooner  this  arrangement  can  be  effected  the 
more  readily  should  I be  enabled  to  put  into  effect  the  relief  for  the  able-bodied, 
See.,  with  the  assurance  that  there  will  be  no  deficiency  of  food. 

I beg  leave  to  enclose  a letter  which  has  been  addressed  to  me  by  Dr.  Suffield, 
the  treasurer  of  the  Union,  and  the  medical  attendant  of  the  dispensary  in 
■Clifden.  r J 

Having  been  absent  from  Clifden,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  rye-meal  in 
Galvyay,  for  the  British  Association,  I requested  him  to  assist  Dr.  Bodkin  in 
classifying  the  sick  and  healthy  in  the  -workhouse.  His  letter  very  forcibly  and 
truly  sets  forth  the  present  state  of  the  workhouse,  and  though  I believe  the  master 
and  matron  to  be,  so  far  as  I have  had  official  acquaintance  of  them,  honest,  yet  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that  until  the  Clifden  workhouse  be  managed  and 
controlled  by  more  experienced  and  practised  officers,  it  will  be  in  vain  for  me  to 
effect  permanent  good. 

If  the  Commissioners  could  possibly  send  an  experienced  master  and  matron 
here,  (for  it  would  be  in  vain  to  obtain  such  in  Clifden),  I should  not  despair  of 
being  enabled  to  produce  the  best  results,  but  unless  a strong  step  of  this  kind  be 
taken,  I cannot  hope  (at  all  events  for  some  time)  to  effect  much  good.  Since  the 
date  of  my  last  report,  Mr.  D’Arcy  and  I have  not  visited  the  workhouse.  We 
hope  to  be  enabled  to  do  so  to-morrow,  and  I shall  report  accordingly. 

. T^e  B°ar<?  Guardians  have,  in  pursuance  of  the  warrants  issued  to  them  by 
the  Board  of  Health,  directed  notices  to  be  posted  for  tenders  for  the  erection  of 
fever  hospitals  m Ballinakill  and  Ballinahinch.  Clifden  hospital  is  in  course  of 
preparation  for  the  reception  of  fever  patients. 

The  Board  have  named,— 

Dr.  Bodkin  (medical  attendant  of  the  workhouse),  for  Clifden. 

Dr.  Suffield,  for  Ballinakill. 

Dr.  Gannon,  for  Ballinahinch. 

I would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  an  additional  medical  officer  being 
appointed,  pro  tempore,  to  the  Clifden  workhouse.  Dr.  Suffield,  who  has  been 
nominated  by  the  Guardians  to  the  fever  hospital  about  to  be  erected  at  Ballinakill, 
and  who  has  afforded  me  much  assistance  in  endeavouring  to  arrest  disease  in  the 
workhouse,  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  of  the  greatest  and  most  valuable  assistance 
at  tins  critical  juncture.  The  present  medical  attendant,  Dr.  Bodkin,  having  lost 
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the  use  of  his  legs,  is  necessarily  much  incapacitated  to  perform  the  duties  without 
assistance.  At  the  same  time  I am  desirous  of  bearing  testimony  to  the  latter 
gentleman’s  regular  and  zealous  attendance  on  the  sick,  and  of  his  desire  to  carry 
out  to  the  best  of  his  ability  my  suggestions  for  the  sanitary  improvement  of  the 
house.  I should  be  glad  to  have  the  Commissioners’  opinion  oil  the  suggestion  of 
having  Dr.  Suffield’s  assistance  at  the  workhouse  hospital,  without  delay,  as  I feel 
very  strongly  tb.eC  necessity  and  value  of  providing  additional  medical  assistance  in 
the  present  state  of  the  fever  hospital. 

Enclosure.  * 

Dr.  Suffield  to  Mr.  Deane  : — January  11,  1848. 

I this  day,  according  to  promise,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  medical  officer  of  the 
institution,  visited  the  Clifden  poorhouse.  We  visited  every  apartment,  and  have  endeavoured,  as 
far  as  in  us  lay,  to  correct  the  many  abuses  which  now  exist.  Our  task  occupied  us  for  hours, 
and  I need  not  tell  you,  a most  disagreeable  office  we  had  to  perform ; yet,  if  our  instructions 
and  orders  are  carried  properly  into  effect,  I do  trust  we  may  calculate  on  having  done  some 
good  ; and  I do  hope  our  labours  may  not  prove  in  vain,  for  though  not  connected  officially 
with  the  poorhouse,  my  anxious  wish  is,  to  see  it  conducted  on  proper  principles,  and  that  the 
poor  may  really  receive  those  benefits  which  are  intended.  We  have,  so  far  as  is  practicable, 
classified  the  inmates  of  the  house,  separated  the  healthy  from  those  in  any  way  labouring 
under  disease ; settled  the  dietary,  and  made  other  arrangements  as  to  cleanliness  and  order, 
which  I trust  will  be  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  house.  Amongst  the  many  abuses  which 
exist,  there  seems  to  me  to  be  a total  disregard  to  discipline,  order,  or  regularity  ; nor  do  the 
officers  seem  to  me  to  have  any  idea  of  such  a thing.  The  men,  women,  and  children,  are 
allowed  to  mix  one  with  another,  and  even  to  pass  and  mix  with  the  hospital  patients. 

The  boys’  school  seems  well  conducted,  the  master  attentive ; but  I cannot  say  the  same 
thing  of  the  girls’,  the  school-room  was  dirty,  and  I found  it  converted  into  a wash-house ; also 
the  women’s  day-room,  and  other  apartments  in  the  house.  On  inquiring,  I found  that  this 
has  been  the  practice  since  the  opening  of  the  house,  and  that  no  use  has  as  yet.  been  made 
of  the  regular  wash-house.  I need  not  tell  you,  that  converting  the  day-room  and  sleeping-room 
into  wash-houses,  is  a most  injurious  one  to  the  inmates,  and  must  increase  disease.  I found 
all  the  yards  in  a most  disgraceful  state,  full  of  nuisance  and  filth  of  every  kind  , the  same 
reproach  holds  good  as  regards  the  privies,  which  are  all  in  a most  filthy  and  dilapidated  state, 
the  roofs  and  slates  are  broken,  and  in  wet  weather  cannot  be  used  by  the  paupers.  The 
men  and  women’s  day-rooms  require  whitewashing,  and  the  windows  cleaning,  they  are  now 
so  dirty  as  not  to  admit  the  light.  In  the  women’s  day-room,  I found  fires  made  on  several 
parts  of  the  floor,  which  was  also  strewed  with  old  and  dirty  cost-off  clothes  of  the  paupers. 
The  two  sheds  in  the  male  and  female  yards,  I found  in  a filthy  state,  covered  with  nuisance 
and  some  old  clothes,  which  I strongly  recommended  should  be  burned.  The  dormitories, 
male  and  female,  are  clean,  and  in  good  order,  as  also  the  beds.  See. ; but  I find  that  so  many 
as  three  or  four  lie  in  the  same  bed,  this  arises,  they  say,  from  the  want  of  blankets.  There 
are  plenty  of  straw  beds,  sheets,  &c.  Steps  should  be  taken  to  procure  a sufficient  supply  of 
blankets. 

There  is  plenty  of  sleeping  room,  as  there  are  two  dormitories  unoccupied  at  present.  The 
rooms  which  you  said  you  thought  might  be  converted  into  hospital  wards,  I do  not  think 
they  would  answer  that  purpose;  they  are  too  cold,  and  there  is  no  fire-place,  and  besides,  the 
roof  is  so  much  injured  as  to  admit  the  rain  and  wind.  We  did  wish  to  separate  the  children 
from  the  adults,  but  we  could  not  procure  for  them  an  apartment  which  would  answer.  In 
the  hospital  we  found  double  the  number  of  patients  for  which  it  was  intended ; however,  we 
discharged  a good  many,  some  of  which  were  sent  to  the  infirm  ward.  The  hospital  requires 
whitewashing,  especially  the  idiot  (now  the  fever)  wards.  There  is  a great  want  of  hospital 
accommodation,  and  little  can  be  done  to  reform  it  in  its  present  crowded  state. 

I hope  you  will  excuse  this  hurried  sketch,  it  is  merely  intended  for  your  own  perusal.  If 
order  and  regularity  were  kept,  the  house  whitewashed,  cleansed,  and  fumigated,  the  yards 
properly  cleaned,  and  kept  so.  the  roof  and  other  matters  repaired,  a sufficient  supply  of  bed- 
clothes and  wearing  apparel  obtained,  and  a little  more  hospital  accommodation,  I do  think 
(if  the  officers  do  their  duty)  in  a little  time  you  would  have  the  poorhouse  all  you  could 
desire. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Bourke: — January  20,  1S48. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  proceed  at  your  earliest  convenience  to  Clifden,  and  to  report  to  the  Com- 
missioners minutely  on  the  manner  in  which  relief  is  administered  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  Clifden  Union. 

The  Commissioners  forward  to  you  the  reports  relating  to  the  Clifden  Union, 
which  they  have  received  from  Mr.  Deane,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  and 
the  general  result  appears  to  the  Commissioners  to  be  very  unsatisfactory.  They 
observe  that  Mr.  Deane  constantly  refers  in  lids  reports  to  Mr.  D’Arcy,  as  showing 
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great  energy,  and  doing  all  that  he  ought  to  do  as  a Guardian.  The  Commis- 
sioners think  that  it  is  not  enough  for  one  Guardian  only  in  a Union  to  do  his 
duty,  and  if  the  Guardians  generally,  as  a Board,  make  defaults  in  this  respect, 
there  should  be  a x-eport  and  recommendation  made  accordingly,  and  the  Board 
will  be  at  once  dissolved.  The  Commissioners  particularly  l-equest  you  to  ascer- 
tain the  names  of  the  defaulting  rate-payers,  and  to  inform  the  Commissioners 
whether  the  gentlemen  of  property  in  the  Union  (not  omitting  Mr.  D’Arcy  himself) 
have  paid  their  rates. 

Mr.  Deane  to  the  (Commissioners  : — January  20,  184S. 

I beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  this  Union  at  an  adjourned  meeting  of  that  body  held  this  day. 

You  have  already  been  made  acquainted,  through  the  medium  of  my  previous 
reports,  of  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  putting  into  effect  the  order  for 
the  relief  of  the  able-bodied. 

The  irregular  supply  of  food  at  present  in  the  town  of  Clifden,  owing  to  the 
uncertainty  of  navigation  from  Galway  and  Westport,  lias  not  enabled  the  Board 
of  Guardians  to  obtain  a sufficient  quantity  of  meal  for  the  support  of  the  recipients 
for  relief;  and,  combined  with  this  difficulty,  the  Guardians  have  to  contend 
against  the  unwillingness  of  individuals  to  contract  for  the  supply  of  provisions,  at 
the  various  places  determined  upon  as  depots  for  the  distribution  of  food. 

The  resolutions  passed  at  the  Board  point  to  these  difficulties. 

The  remedy  I would  take  leave  to  suggest  is  alone  to  be  found  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a commissariat  at  Clifden,  the  necessity  of  which  I have  urged  in  a former 
report. 

Measures  have  been  taken  for  the  supply  of  hammers,  to  be  used  by  the  able- 
bodied.  at  the  work  to  be  done  by  them.  I hope  by  to-morrow  to  commence 
operations  in  the  electoral  division  of  Clifden. 

Mr.D’Arcy,  the  chairman  of  the  Guardians,  and  I visited  the  workhouse  to-day. 
It  is  in  a very  discreditable  state,  and  I fear,  notwithstanding  our  efforts  for  its 
improvement,  will  continue  in  the  same  state  of  mismanagement  and  inefficiency 
until  the  Union  shall  have  the  benefit  of  more  experienced  officers  to  regulate  and 
direct  its  internal  economy  and  discipline. 

Dr.  Suffield  s letter,  which  I had  the  honour  to  enclose  in  my  last  import,  lias 
placed  before  you  in  painful  terms  the  state  of  the  workhouse. 

I have  directed  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied  in  whitewashing  the  interior 
° nu  10use’  an<^  ^ have  ordered  the  yards  to  be  levelled  and  covered  with  gravel. 

Ihere  is  a very  scanty  supply  of  clothing  and  bedding.  A large  debt  due  to  the 
contractor  for  clothing,  and  the  inability  of  the  Guardians  to  discharge  their  debt 
to  him  at  present,  operates  against  the  obtaining  of  further  credit.  Since  my 
arrival  to  take  charge  of  the  Union  he  has  been  paid  several  small  sums  on  account. 
Ine  debt  now  exceeds  200Z. 

I have  taken  measures  to  have  the  children  in  the  workhouse  taught  trades,  viz., 
tailoring  and  shoemaking,  and  hope  shortly  to  be  enabled  to  report  further  on  the 
subject. 

The  state  of  misery  and  destitution  in  the  Union  is  most  alarming  at  the  present 
moment.  Several  deaths  have  taken  place  by  the  road-side  from  starvation. 

While  sitting  at  breakfast  this  morning  my  servant  informed  me  that  there  was 
a woman  at  the  door  with  a dead  child  in  her  arms,  which  I found  upon  inquiry 
to^be  too  true.  I directed  the  relieving  officer  to  offer  the  poor  woman  provisional 

I trust  that  the  observations  I have  made  in  reference  to  the  necessity  of  securin'*' 
a supply  of  food  to  this  locality,  will  receive  an  early  consideration  from  the  Com- 
missionei's. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  22,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  read  with,  the  deepest  concern 
your  statement  that  several  deaths  have  taken  place  on  the  road-side  from 
starvation. 

The  Commissioners  request  to  be  informed  whether  any  of  the  deaths  adverted 
to  were  the  deaths  of  parties  entitled  to  relief  under  the  Poor  Laws.  If  the 
deceased  parties  were  entitled  to  relief,  the  deaths  could  not  have  taken  place 
without  a great  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
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The  Commissioners  request  you  to  give  them  information  on  this  point  by 
return  of  post,  and  at  the  same  time  to  acquaint  them  with  the  names  of  any  of  the 
Guardians  who  have  not  paid  their  poor-rates,  and  with  the  sums  due  from  each 
such  Guardian  respectively.  The  Commissioners  rely  upon  your  sending  this 
information  by  return  of  post,  as  far  as  you  can  obtain  it.  The  Commissioners 
think  that  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  your  obtaining  this  information  for  Clifden 
electoral  division,  even  although  some  time  longer  should  be  required  on  this 
head  in  reference  to  the  other  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners: — January  23,  184S. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  22nd  instant,  to  which  I hasten  to  reply  by  return  of  post,  according  to  your 
directions. 

I have  made  inquiries  from  the  relieving  officers  of  Clifden  and.  Ballindoon 
electoral  divisions  in  reference  to  the  individuals  who  have  died  from  starvation, 
and  they  inform  me  that  no  application  had  been  made  by  them  for  relief  previous 
to  their  death.  Collector  Joyce,  Ballindoon  electoral  division,  states  that  two 
individuals  (whom  he  names)  died  from  want,  and  that  they  had  not  applied  to 
him;  he  is  now  relieving  their  families.  The  same  officer  informs  me  that  a 
man  of  the  name  of  Flaherty,  of  Ballyconnell,  in  Ballindoon  electoral  division, 
made  application  to  him  for  relief,  that  he  visited  his  place  of  residence,  and  found 
that  he  was  in  the  occupation  of  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land.  This 
relieving  officer  refused  the  applicant  relief,  and  he  died  by  the  road-side  from 
actual  starvation. 

I regret  to  be  obliged  to  state  that  Mr.  Bell  Martin,  of  Ballinahinch  Castle,  is 
taking  advantage  of  the  quarter-acre  clause  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  in  a manner 
totally  foreign  and  inconsistent  with  the  policy  of  its  provisions.  He  is  in  the 
habit  (through  his  agent  or  bailiff)  of  giving  a certificate  to  his  tenants  that  they 
are  entitled  to  relief  on  giving  up  the  land  in  their  possession,  and  on  their  con- 
senting to  leave  their  homes,  which  upon  being  done  the  habitations  are  levelled 
to  the  ground,  and  the  inmates  left  without  shelter.  This'  is  making  an^  ej  ect- 
ment  process  of  the  Poor  Law  statute,  and  converting  a clause  passed  for  the 
protection  of  the  landlord  into  a measure  for  the  effectual  pauperization  of  the 
Union. 

I have  expressed  my  opinion  to  Mr.  Martin  very  decidedly  on  the  inhumanity  of 
putting  so  many  families  as  an  additional  charge  on  the  rates  of  the  Union  under 
the  circumstances  above  detailed. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  met  three  times  during  the  past  week. 

Contractors  were  declared  on  Saturday  to  supply  meal  at  some  of  the  depots 
in  the  district. 

Two  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty  received  out-door  relief  last  week. 

The  able-bodied  are  daily  employed  in  breaking  stones,  &c._ 

There  has  been  an  arrival  of  a cargo  of  Indian  meal  since  my  last  report— 
30  tons. 

I beg  to  submit,  according  to  your  desire,  the  names  of  the  Guardians  who 
have  not  as  yet  paid  their  rates  to  the  several  electoral  divisions. 


Clifden. 

H.  D’Arcv,  Esq.,  (in  Chancery,)  J.P. 
Mr.  John  D’Arcy  (elected) 

Mr.  "William  Corbett  (elected  G.) 

Total 


Ballindoon. 

John  A.  O’Neill,  Esq.,  J.P.  . 

A.  B.  Martin,  Esq.,  J.P. 

Valentine  M‘Donough  (elected  G.)  . 

Total 


£. 

s. 

d. 

73 

11 

8 

6 

2 

Si 

3 

9 

0 

83 

3 

4i 

£. 

5. 

d. 

148 

15 

4* 

27 

7 

5 

2 

11 

4 

178  14  1£ 
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I have  despatched  special  messengers  to  the  collectors  of  Renvyle  and  Round- 
stone  for  the  names  of  the  Guardians  (if  any)  in  their  electoral  divisions  who  have 
not  as  yet  paid  their  rates,  and  shall  forward  the  information  should  it  come  in 
time  for  post. 

In  reference  to  the  communication  from  Mr.  Dopping,  R.M.,  as  to  the  state  of 
this  Union,  I have  to  remark  that  the  Commissioners  will,  no  doubt,  consider  the 
difficulties  which  the  Guardians  have  had  to  contend  with  in  obtaining  a supply 
of  food,  causing,  as  it  necessarily  has  done,  great  delay  in  affording  relief  to  the 
destitute. 

I have  already,  laid  before  you  the  facts  connected  with  the  deaths  of  those 
individuals  who  died  from  starvation,  and  that  they  had  not  applied  for  relief. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  cannot,  of  course,  deal  with  cases  not  before  them  in 
the  regular  way. 

Enclosure. 

Clifden , January  14,  1848. 

As  it  is  impossible  to  witness,  without  feelings  of  intense  interest,  the  scenes  which  every 
day  come  under  my  observation,  I gladly  avail  myself  of  his  Excellency’s  permission,  in  now 
making  a further  report  of  the  state  of  the  poor  in  this  district. 

I grieve  to  have  to  state,  that  poverty,  destitution,  and  crime,  are  still  on  the  increase. 
Deaths  from  actual  starvation  are  becoming  frequent,  and  so  desperate  and  daring  have  the 
people  become,  that  they  not  unfrequently  enter  dwelling-houses  through  the  roof  and  steal 
whatever  they  can  find,  whilst  the  inhabitants  are  asleep. 

At  the  petty  sessions  of  Roundstone  this  week,  which  lasted  two  entire  days,  the  following 
cases  were  disposed  of  in  addition  to  the  usual  routine  business  of  petty  sessions. 

Two  committals  for  stealing  corn. 

Three  committals  for  sheep-stealino-. 

Three  committals  for  cow-stealing. 

Seven  committals  for  burglary  and  robbery. 

One  committal  for  stealing  an  anchor. 

One  committal  for  stealing  a cable. 

One  committal  for  stealing  a rope. 

T.  N Bedmgton,  Esq.,  John  Dop  S.M. 

frc. 


Roundstone  Electoral  Division. 


Names  of  Guardians  who  have  not  paid  their  rates. 

John  Lyden  Moyrus  . 
lohn  King  Stephen 
William  Joyce 

Redmond  Joyce  ... 


£.  j.  d. 
14  1 6 
3 16  4 
1 10  0 
7 10  0 


January  24,  1848. 


Total 


26  17  10 


Return  not  received. 
January  24,  1848. 


Renvyle  Electoral  Division. 


J.  C.  Deane. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  24,  1848. 

I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to-day. 

I beg  to  state  that  Mr.  Bell  Martin’s  name  was  omitted  in  the  list  of 
Guardians  returned  by  the  collector  of  the  Roundstone  electoral  division,  as  being 
in  arrears  for  rate  ; he  owes  194/. 

Hehas  been  served  with  the  15  days’  notice,  and  I urged  on  him  the  necessity 
ox  discharging  the  amount  due  by  him  immediately. 

He  has  tendered  the  collector  a small  portion  due  for  some  of  his  holdings,  but 
as  e has  been  noticed  for  the  full  amount,  the  collector  has  been  directed  to 
reluse  partial  payments. 
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The  Guardians  who  are  in  arrears  for  Renvyle  electoral  division  are  : — 


Henry  Blake,  Esq.,  J.P.  . 

£.  s. 
. 48  5 

d. 

6 

Major-General  Thompson  . 

42  1 

10£ 

Arthur  Bell  Martin  . 

6 7 

2£ 

Patt  Gorham  .... 

4 17 

2i 

Walter  Coneys 

2 14 

0 

Matt  Burke  .... 

3 6 

0 

Total 

.£107  11 

9i 

General  Thomson,  who  was  at  the  Board  to-day,  has  promised  to  pay  his  rate 
to-moiTow. 

The  greater  part  of  this  day’s  meeting  was  taken  up  in  the  election  of  an 
additional  relieving  officer  for  Roundstone  electoral  division,  which  resulted  from 
the  number  of  votes'  for  each  of  two  candidates  being  the  same,  in  an  order  for  a 
new  election. 

Contractors  were  this  day  declared  for  supplying  meal  to  the  various  depots. 

There  are  no  small  hammers  (as  I am  given  to  understand)  in  the  store  of 
tools  belonging  to  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  and  the  Guardians 
have  employed  the  local  smiths  to  make  a supply  for  the  use  of  the  able-bodied 
workmen. 

There  are  several  men  employed  in  the  levelling  of  the  workhouse  yards,  and 
in  breaking  stones  for  the  covering  of  the  same,  a most  necessary  and  useful 
work. 

I beg  to  enclose  an  estimate  (according  to  the  present  number  of  able-bodied 
employed)  of  the  tools  required  for  the  use  of  the  Union.  Their  numbers  will, 
of  course,  be  increased  in  a few  days  very  considerably,  but  I would  respectfully 
submit  that  if  I obtain  a general  order  on  the  stores  at  Clifden,  for  the  quantity 
of  implements  required,  that  it  will  save  much  trouble. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Deane  : — January  27,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  the  state  of  the  Clifden  Union  under  their 
serious  consideration,  and  they  are  merely  awaiting  a report  on  the  subject 
from  Mr.  R.  Bourke,  their  Inspector  for  the  district  in  which  the  Union  is 
included. 


Mr.  Deane  to  Count  Strzelecki  : — January  28,  1848. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  acceding  to  your  wish,  that  I should  furnish 
you  with  a report  of  the  manner  in  which  the  relief  extended  by  the  British 
Association  to  the  children  attending  the  schools  in  this  Union  has  been  carried 
out,  and  of  the  results  both  moral  and  physical  produced  thereby. 

Having  received  your  circular  of  the  22nd  November,  1847,  intimating  the 
course  which  the  British  Association  intended  to  pursue  for  the  Telief  of  the 
children,  I proceeded  to  make  an  inspection  of  the  schools  throughout  the 
entire  Union. 

It  is  impossible  to  conceive  anything  more  lamentable  than  the  neglect  of 
education  in  this  district. 

During  my  tour  I found  the  National  School  houses  for  the  most  part  in 
ruins,  and,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  no  other  schools  established  in  their 
place. 

In  Roundstone  the  house  formerly  occupied  as  a National  school,  and  built 
at  the  expense  of  the  National  Board,  had  been  taken  possession  of  by  the 
brethren  of  the  monastery  there,  and  is  conducted  by  them. 

There  is  another  school  established  by  the  monks  near  the  town  of  Clifden. 

A school  under  the  auspices  of  the  Church  Education  Society  was  existing  in 
Clifden  with  a very  limited  attendance. 

As  soon  as  it  became  generally  known  that  food  was  about  to  be  given  to  the 
children  attending  the  schools,  the  numbers  increased  to  the  full  extent  for 
which  accommodation  could  be  provided. 
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Clifden  Union.  Objections  having;  been  raised  by  parties  of  both  religious  persuasions  to  the 
— occupation  of  the  National  schools,  I was  for  a considerable  time  in  doubt 
(bearing  in  mind  your  instructions  as  to  existing  schools)  whether  I should 
give  food  to  those  which  came  into  existence  in  consequence  of  the  proffered 
relief.  I felt,  however,  that  the  interests  of  the  children  should  he  primarily 
and  above  all  things  considered,  and  I provided  to  as  many  of  the  clergymen  of 
the  Romau  Catholic  church,  as  applied  to  me,  provisions  i'or  schools  opened  by 
them.  . 

The  rations  to  each  child  consists  of  10  ounces  of  bread  (a  mixture  of  three 
parts  rye  and  one  part  of  Indian  -meal)  with  a half  pint  of  meat  soup,  and  fish 
soup  on  fast  days. 

The  elder  children  in  almost  all  the  schools  prepare  the  soup  themselves 
and  cut  up  the  bread. 

A trough  of  water  with  soap  and  towel  is  provided  for  the  schools,  and  I 
lose  no  opportunity  of  impressing  on  the  masters  and  mistresses  of  the  schools, 
and  on  those  entrusted  with  their  superintendence,  the  necessity  of  enforcing 
habits  of  cleanliness. 

The  female  children  are  employed  in  making  shirts,  See.,  from  the  funds 
placed  at  my  disposal  for  clothing  purposes.  At  one  school,  at  the  head  of  the 
little  Killeries  Bay  (Salruck),  which  is  under  the  guidance  of  Major-General 
Thomson,  the  boys  are  employed  in  making  nets,  the  benefit  of  which  occupa- 
tion I trust  to  be  able  to  extend  to  other  schools  in  this  Union. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  over  estimate  the  value  and  importance  of  the 
course  adopted  by  the  Committee  of  the  British  Association,  in  the  relief 
afforded  to  children  at  the  schools,  which  now  in  number  exceed  2000. 

I feel  persuaded,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  state  of  things  in  this  Union, 
that  were  it  not  for  the  . step  which  has  been  so  wisely  taken,  the  greater 
number  of  those  who  are  now  deriving  the  benefit  of  instruction  (limited 
though  it  be)  would  have  advanced  to. adult  age  uneducated  and  uninstructed, 
and  then  pursuing  the  ordinary  labour  of  the  peasant,  would  not  find  time  or 
inclination  for  education. 

Since  the  food  has  been  given  to  the  children  their  appearance  has  been 
wonderfully  changed — on  my  arrival  here  I found  the  greater  part  of  them 
emaciated  and  wretched,  they  are  now  showing  the  effects,  in  improved  health, 
of  the  wholesome  food  so  benevolently  provided  for  them. 

I rejoice  .to  say  that  the  funds  placed  at  my  disposal  for  clothing  are  being 
made  available  for  the  relief  of  some  hundred  families  in  this  Union,  there 
being  employed  at  this  moment  in  spinning  wool  for  flannel  160  women, 
besides  weavers  and  tailors,  &c. 

In  no  case  (and  I have  made  particular  inquiry)  have  the  persons  so 
employed  applied  to  the  relieving  officer  for  relief. 

In  the  course  of  the  next  week  I hope  to  be  enabled  to  distribute  some  of 
the  clothing,  which  I shall  do  with  the  more  pleasure,  as  being  the  produce  of 
the  industry  of  the  people. 

I have  calculated  that  each  dress  (on  an  average  for  all  sizes)  will  cosh 
when  complete,  from  5s.  to  5$.  3d. 

I beg  leave  to  enclose  you  a specimen  of  the  flannel  of  which  the  dresses  are 
made. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  -.—January  31,  1848. 

Since  last  I had  the  honour  of  addressing  you,  Mr.  Richard  Bourke  has 
visited  Clifden.  His  report  will  put  you  in  possession  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Poor  Laws  are  administered  in  this  Union. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  to  day — John  King  was  elected  by  the 
Guardians,  relieving  officer  for  a portion  of  the  Roundstone  district,  which  has 
been  defined  by  a resolution  of  the  Guardians. 

His  election  has  been  protested  against  by  one  of  the  Guardians,  Mr.  J oyce,  on 
the  grounds  that  he  insulted  him.  I have  made  enquiries  as  to  King’s  character, 
and  learn  from  the  Sub-Inspector,  Mr.  Ireland,  that  he  was  formerly  in  the  police, 
and  that  he  bore  an  excellent  character. 

Several  of  the  parties  declared  contractors  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Guardians 
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for  the  supplying  of  meal  at  depots  in  the  Union,  failed  during  the  week  to 
perform  their  contracts.  It  is  right  to  observe  that  the  agreements  and  bonds 
were  not  perfected,  though  directions  were  given  to  that  effect.  The  clerk  states 
that  the  parties  left  town  wihout  executing  the  necessary  dn  n ents. 

At  this  day’s  meeting  contractors  were"  appointed  for  all  the  depots  save  four, 
and  they  executed  the  agreements,  and  the  bonds  were  also  perfected. 

I am  glad  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  the  collection  this  week  has  been  the 
best  since  the  new  rate  has  been  struck,  it  amounts  to  194/.  45.  I have  every 
hope  that  I shall  be  in  a condition  to  report  as  favourably  of  next  week's 
collection. 

The  Guardians  have  at  length  agreed  to  meet  in  their  Board-room  at  the  work- 
house,  on  Saturday  next.  I hope  tor  the  best  results  from  this  resolution. 

During  the  last  week,  Flynn  (formerly  collector  of  Ballindoon  electoral  division) 
was  fined  hi,  in  addition  to  treble  the  amount  of  14s.  6d.  which  he  was  found  to 
have  peculated  of  the  Union  funds. 

Two  of  the  collectors  were  fined  5s.  each  by  the  magistrates  for  wilful 
disobedience  of  the  Guardians’  orders ; these  examples  are  calculated  to  effect 
much  good. 

Deputy-Commissary  General  Dobree  has  visited  Clifden,  and  I have  been  in 
communication  with  him  in  reference  to  the  proposed  establishment  of  a commis- 
sariat here. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  enclosing 
me  Sir  Randolph  Routh’s  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commissioners  in 
respect  to  the  same. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  5,  1848. 

__  The  Commissioners  await  the  answers  to  the  usual  queries  with  respect  to 
Mr.  King,  who  was  elected  a relieving  officer,  in  part  of  the  Union,  on  the  31st 
ultimo.  I am,  at  the  same  time,  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of 
receiving  a report  from  you  as  to  the  specific  charge  against  Mr.  King,  which 
was  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the 
day  of  his  election.  If  necessary,  you  will  be  good  enough  to  make  enquiry  into 
the  matter  upon  oath. 


Mr.  Bourse  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  31,  1848. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  20th 
instant,  that  I should  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to  Clifden,  and  report  to  you 
minutely  on  the  manner  in  which  relief  is  administered  by  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
I beg  leave  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  27th  instant,  I visited  that  Union,  and 
shall,  now  proceed  to  lay  before  you  the  results  of  my  inquiries  into  the  subjects 
referred  to  me. 

I directed  my  attention,  first  to  the  administration  of  relief  within  the  work- 
house,  which  I inspected  on  the  28th,  in  company  with  Mr.  Deane  ; aud  on 
the  following  day  I enquired  into  the  arrangements  made  for  affording  out-door 
relief. 

The  condition  of  the  workhouse  appeared  to  me  far  from  satisfactory.  Though 
improved  in  cleanliness  since  the  first  time  I saw  it,  the  discipline  of  the  house 
continues  very  defective ; and  no  steps  appear  to  have  been  taken  by  the  Guar- 
dians for  compelling  the  officers  to  perform  their  duty  iu  this  respect.  The 
paupers  are  generally  very  badly  clothed  ; no  regular  labour  appears  to  be  exacted 
from  the  able-bodied  of  either  sex  beyond  the  necessary  work  in  the  house,  and 
the  beds  in  use  are  of  the  worst  possible  description.  I regret  also  to  say  that  the 
hospital  is  much  overcrowded  and  very  dirty,  and  that  disease  has  assumed  a fatal 
character. 

Upon  former  occasions  I have,  at  various  times,  pointed  the  attention  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to  these  defects ; and  I have  reason  to  know  that  the  same 
has  been  repeatedly  done  by  Mr.  Deane,  who  has  himself  used  every  exertion  to 
remedy  them,  but  his  orders  have  been  neglected  by  the  officers  of  the  house. 


Clifden  Union. 
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Clifden  Union.  and  the  Board  have  not  used  their  powers  to  enforce  them.  No  visiting  committee 
has  assembled  at  the  workhouse  for  many  months ; and  the  Board  have  positively 
refused  to  meet  there,  though  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  is  by  no  means 
so  great  as  to  make  it  dangerous  for  them  to  do  so.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  workhouse  will  be  found  in  a satisfactory  condition, 
or  that  relief  can  be  efficiently  administered  within  it. 

With  respect  to  the  arrangements  made  for  relief  of  the  poor  out  of  the  work- 
house,  I ascertained  that  the  Board  had  ordered  food  for  between  2000  and  8000 
persons,  composed  of  the  classes  enumerated  in  the  1st  section  of  the  Relief  Exten- 
sion Act,  and  latterly  of  the  able-bodied,  under  your  order.  The  precise  number 
of  persons  at  this  time  receiving  relief  I coiild  not  ascertain,  in  consequence  of  the 
relief  lists  not  being  fully  made  up  ; but  it  is  due  to  the  relieving  officers  to  state 
that  they  are  not  so  much  to  blame  for  this  irregularity  as  might  be  imagined,  as 
the  pressure  upon  them  for  the  last  week  has  been  very  severe.  The  food  is 
distributed  at  certain  appointed  places  by  the  relieving  officers,  who  are  furnished 
by  the  contractors.  Until  lately  this  supply  was  given  by  the  workhouse  con- 
tractor, but  a short  time  back  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Board  with  certain 
parties  in  the  Union  to  supply  meal  at  the  different  depots,  and  deliver  it  to  the 
applicants.  This  arrangement  was  to  have  taken  effect  from  Monday  the  24th 
instant,  but  when  I reached  Clifden  the  greatest  confusion  prevailed  in  consequence 
of  these  contractors  having  failed  in  providing  the  food,  and  as  the  Board  had  not 
prepared  against  any  such  contingency,  the  relieving  officers  found  themselves 
without  their  supply  ; and  but  for  the  interference  of  Mr.  Deane  with  a merchant 
in  Clifden,  the  poor  would  have  remained  without  food.  No  written  agreement 
has  as  yet  been  entered  into  by  these  contractors,  though  one  was  prepared  for  the 
use  of  the  Guardians  by  Mr.  Deane,  and  there  are  therefore  no  means  of  punishing 
them  for  this  neglect.  It  may  be  right  here  to  observe  that  the  irregular  mode 
in  which  the  Guardians  transact  their  affairs,  and  the  confusion  into  which 
they  have  allowed  their  finances  to  fall,  have  deterred  merchants  of  respecta- 
bility and  capital  from  entering  into  contracts  with  them  ; and  there  is  at  present 
considerable  risk  of  the  supply  of  food  in  the  town  being  suddenly  exhausted, 
which  would  never  occur  if  traders  in  Galway  or  Wesport  would  undertake  to 
provide  it. 

There  was  a meeting  of  the  Board,  on  Saturday,  to  go  over  the  relieving 
officers’  books,  and  have  them  ready  for  the  usual  meeting  on  Monday.  Mr. 
D’ Arcy,  the  chairman,  and  two  or  three  other  Guardians  alone  attended ; and 
this  most  important  duty  was  hurriedly  and  imperfectly  executed,  very  little 
assistance  being  afforded  to  the  chairman,  upon  whom  the  whole  weight  of  the 
business  devolved.  Preparations  are  being  made  for  applying  the  labour  test, 
but  as  yet  it  is  but  partially  in  operation. 

There  at  present  exists  a very  large  amount  of  destitution  in  this  Union,  and 
I fear  it  is  not  soon  likely  to  decrease.  To  meet  this,  and  duly  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  will  require  a much  greater  degree  of  energy  and  activity 
than  has  as  yet  been  exercised  by  the  Guardians.  The  workhouse  should  not 
only  be  made  available  for  the  largest  number  it  can  safely  accommodate,  but 
should  likewise  be  used  as  a test  of  the  destitution  of  the  able-bodied,  whilst  the 
arrangements  for  a regular  supply  of  food  for  out-door  relief  should  be  united 
with  measures  for  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  order  for  setting  the  able-bodied 
to  work. 

The  improvement  in  the  workhouse  will,  I fear,  not  be  carried  out  as  long  as 
the  Guardians  refuse  their  personal  superintendence  to  its  management,  and 
protect  the  officers  in  the  imperfect  execution  of  their  duties ; and  the  details  for 
out-door  relief  will  be  thrown,  as  they  have  up  to  this  time  been,  upon  a single 
member  of  the  Board,  with  the  assistance  to  be  afforded  to  him  by  the  Temporary 
Inspector.  The  exertions  of  these  two  gentlemen,  though  zealously  given,  cannot 
be  expected  to  supply  the  place  of  the  united  efforts  of  every  member  of  the 
Board,  which  are  absolutely  required  at  this  moment  to  conduct  efficiently  the 
different  branches  of  the  system  of  relief. 

I forward  herewith  a list  of  some  of  the  highest  ratepayers  in  this  Union, 
whose  poor-rates  are  still  in  arrear.  They  will  be  found  to  include  many  persons 
of  property  and  station  in  the  Union,  some  of  them  being  themselves  Guardians. 
W hatever  success  has  as  yet  attended  the  collection  of  the  rates  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  personal  exertions  of  Mr  Deane ; no  measures  have  been  taken  by  the 
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Guardians  for  exercising  a control  over  the  collectors,  or  assisting  them  in 
recovering  the  rates,  either  by  forming  a committee  to  examine  the  books,  or  by 
considering  them  at  a full  Board  ; and  no  step  for  enforcing  payment  appears  to 
have  been  adopted  until  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board,  when,  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Deane,  leave  was  applied  for  to  bring  actions  in  the  superior  courts  against 
four  parties  then  named.  The  amount  of  rate  paid  in,  though  not  very  deficient, 
is  not  so  large  as  it  might  be ; and  in  the  case  of  one  collector,  whose  books  I 
examined,  I found  great  cause  to  complain  of  his  delay  in  making  demand  for  the 
amount  due,  which,  if  the  Guardians  had  duly  inquired  into,  his  progress  would 
not  have  been  permitted  to  continue. 

Upon  the  whole,  I fear  that  this  Board  of  Guardians  have  failed  in  using  due 
activity  and  diligence  in  carrying  out  their  duties  in  this  Union;  and  I cannot 
hope,  from  what  I have  seen  of  them,  that  they  will  meet  their  difficulties  with 
the  energy  necessary  to  surmount  them.  With  the  exception  of  the  chairman, 
who  has  shown  great  anxiety  to  perforin  his  part  with  zeal  and  efficiency,  little  is 
to  be  expected  from  the  Board.  Many  of  the  gentlemen  of  consideration  are 
irregular  attendants,  some  by  reason  of  the  distance  of  their  residences  from 
Clilaen,  and  others  from  different  causes ; whilst  the  majority  of  Guardians  who 
attend  have  never  shown  a disposition,  and  perhaps  from  their  previous  habits  and 
mode  of  life  are  unable,  to  carry  out  in  a proper  manner  the  important  duties  now 
devolving  upon  them.  Their  attendance  at  the  Board  is  not  punctual ; and  it  is 
often  found  impossible  to  secure  their  presence  in  the  room  where  they  meet  for 
a length  of  time  sufficient  to  the  due  discharge  of  the  business,  to  which,  even 
when  present,  they  afford  but  very  little  assistance. 

Under  all  these  circumstances  I beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  Board  be 
dissolved,  and  paid  officers  be  appointed. 


Enclosures. 


Clifden  Union : — Clifden  Electoral  Division. 


Return  of  Poor  Rate  uncollected,  made  by  Mr.  Francis  Mullin,  Collector  for  the  above 
Division,  this  29th  day  of  January,  1848. 


S5 


Amount  of  Rate  due. 

Street  or  Place, 
nr  Name  of 
Property  rated. 

Persons  from  whom  the 
Rate  is  due. 

Due  for 
last  Rate 

Arrears 

of 

previous 
Rate  due. 

Total. 

Observations  as  to  cause  of 
Non-Collection,  &c. 

Clifden  . . 

Hvscinth  D’Arcy,  Esq. . 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  t.  d. 
73  11  8 

This  property  is  in  Chancery. 

Coolacly 

John  D’Arcy,  P.L.G.  . 

6 1 8$ 

Application  made  to  agent  uf 
receiver.  Reported  by  me  to 
Board  of  Guardians.  No  order 

Noticed  fifteen  days ; not  ex- 

Kingstown  Glebe 

Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  . . 

7 17  6 

pired. 

Application  made ; will  soon  ba 

Clifden  . . . 

Mr.Wm.  Corbett,  P.L.G. 

4 11  8 

paid. 

Noticed  six  days. 

Clifden  tolls  and 

John  Mullin,  and  John 

8 1 6 

Noticed  six  days. 

customs  . . 

Cushatrough  . 

Corbett. 

John  Davis  .... 

3 12  5 

Noticed  six  days. 

Cruckbrack  . 

Mr.  Kearns  .... 

2 2 0 

Clifden  ... 

James  D’Arcy,  Esq. 

5 16  9 

Application  made ; promised  that 

Clifden  . . . 

Henry  Kearney  . . . 

2 0 10 

he  would  pay. 

Total  . . . 

113  16  0$ 

(Signed)  Francis  Mullin,.P.  R.  Collector. 


4.  D 


Clifden  Union. 
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Clifden  Union : — Ballindoon  Electoral  Division. 

Return  of  Poor  Rate  uncollected,  made  by  Mr.  Francis  Multan,  Collector  for  the  above 
Division,  this  29th  day  of  January,  1848. 


1 

| Amount  of  Rate  due.  \ 

i ' Street  or  Place,  : 
> ! or  Name  of 
1 1 Property  rated,  j 

Persons  from  whom  the 
Rate  is  due. 

Due  for  1 
last  Rate 

Arrears 

of 

previous 
Rate  due. 

Total. 

Bunnowen  and 

John  A.  O’Neill.  Esq., 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 
Due. 

£..  s.  d. 
189  11  7 

Errismore. 
Errislanen  . . 

ex-officio  Guardian. 
Anthony  Morris  . . 

Due. 

11  4 4 

Errismore  . . 

Martin  O’Maley . . 

Due. 

20  3 4 

Manin  Errismore 

Michael  P.  Browne  • • 

Due. 

26  14  8 

Derriglarla  . . 

A.  B.  Martin,  Esq.,  ex- 

Due. 

27  7 5 

Errislanen  . 

officio  Guardian. 

John  Lambert  . . . 

35  0 0 

Total  . . . 

310  1 4 

Proceedings  taken  already  for 
40/.  of  this  amount. 

Noticed  fifteen  days ; not  ex- 

Application  made ; will  be  paid. 
Application  made;  will  be  paid. 
Noticed  fifteen  days ; not  ex- 
pired. 

Property  in  Chancery.  Board 
have  ordered  proceedings. 


(Signed) 


Francis  Mullin,  P.  JR.  Collector. 


Clifden  Union : — Roundstone  Electoral  Division. 

Return  of  Poor  Rate  uncollected,  made  by  Mr.  Lyden,  Collector  for  the  above  Division, 
this  29th  day  of  January,  1848. 


Amount  of  Rato  due. 

Due  for 

Arrears 

last  Rate 
made. 

previous 
Rate  due 

Total. 

£.  ».  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

194  1 6 

Due. 

9 16  4 

Due. 

23  8 11 

Due, 

1 13  4 

Due. 

3 4 0 

Due. 

38  0 10 

6 16  9 

Due. 

3 0 0 

32  15  9 

10  19  0 

Due. 

6 16  9 

Due. 

2 2 7 

Due. 

4 5 2 

Due. 

6 12  0 

5 14  7 

Due. 

10  3 7 

Due. 

6 4 8 

21  1 6 

Due. 

47  6 1 

24  8 4 

Due. 

4 10  8 

3 16  10 

8 15  10 

500  1 6 

Street  or  Place, 
or  Name  of 
Property  rated. 


Observations  as  to  cause  of 
Non-Collection,  &c. 


Fanl  . . 

Killewongaul 

Goivlane 
Cool-park  . 
Errissanagh 
Glendalough. 
Innistrover  . 
Croonecorra 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Moyrus  _ 
Meenish 
Lettuard 
Ervillagh 
Roundstone 
Errisbeg  . 


Miss  Martin.  Husband 
an  ex-officio  Guardian. 
John  A.  O’Neill,  Esq. 

ex-officio  Guardian 
Hyacinth  D’Arcy,  Esq. 

ex-officio  Guardian. 

J.  D’Arcy,  Esq.,  solicitor 
Patrick  D’Arcy,  Esq. 

Pat  Blake,  Esq.  . . 

Edward  Lynch  . . 
Gregory  of  Coole  . 
Waste  Land  Company 
David  Lucas,  Esq.  . 
Marlin  O’Maley,  Esq. 
Ditto  . . . . . 
Michael  Browne,  Esq. 
John  Barry  . . . 

Robert  Barry  . . 

Thomas  Barry  . . 

Anthony  Barry  . . 

John  and  Wm.  Lyden 
John  Nolan,  Esq.  . 
Bidelia  M'Donough 
Matt.  Duane . . . 

John  King  Stephen  . 
James  Ogle,  Esq.  . 


Total 


Noticed  ; fifteen  days’  notice 
served  on  20th. 

No  application  made. 

No  written  application. 

No  written  application. 
Application  made.  To  be  paid 
on  Monday. 

No  written  application. 
Application  made. 

No  application. 

Application  made;  will  be  paid. 
Application  made  a week  since. 

| Application  made. 

Never  inquired  who  he  is. 

Served  with  fifteen  days’  notice, 
but  never  proceeded  further. 

Noticed  fifteen  days;  not  expired. 
3 9th  made  application  to  agent. 
Noticed  fifteen  days  on  20th  inst. 
Fifteen  days’  notice  not  expired. 
Noticed  fifteen  days  on  the  21st. 
Returned  name  to  Board. 


(Signed) 


John  Lyden,  Collector. 
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Clifden  Union : — Renvyle  Electoral  Division. 

Return  of  Poor  Rate  uncollected,  made  by  Mr.  Joseph  M'Donnell,  Collector  for  the 
above  Division,  this  29th  day  of  January,  1848. 


Street  or  Place, 
or  Name  of 
Property  rated. 

Amount  of  Rate  uue.  | 

Persons  from  whom  the 
Rate  is  due. 

Due  for 
last  Rate 

Arrears 

of 

previous 
Rate  due 

Total.  J 

Renvyle . . . 

Henry  Blake,  Esq.,  ex- 

£.  «.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 
48  14  2 

Salrnck  . . 

officio. 

General  Alex.  Thomson, 

Kylemore  . 

ex-officio. 

Sir  George  Beresford  . 

13  1 0 

Ballinakill  . 

lion.  Marnn  French 

Cluggan  . ■ 

A.  B.  Martin,  Esq.,  ex- 

G 7 2 

Ballinakill  . . 

officio. 

Lady  French  . . . 

Ballinakill  . . 

Thomas  Coneys  . . 

Davris  . . . 

Eat  Gorham,  P.L.G. 

Cluggan  • • 

Walter  Coneys,  P.L.G. 

2 14  0 

Ballinakill  . . 

Robert  Graham,  Esq., 

Ballinakill  . . 

ex-officio. 

Matildas  Burke,  P.L.G. 

3 6 0 

Total  . . . 

155  17  7 

Observations  as  to  cause  i 
Non-Collection,  &c. 


Noticed  fifteen  days  25th. 

Promised  to  pay  me  on  this  (lay, 
29th  January,  1848. 

Made  no  application. 

Reported  to  Board. 

Application  made.  To  be  served 
with  fifteen  days’  notice. 
Reported  to  Board. 

Noticed  fifteen  days,  28th. 
Noticed  fifteen  days. 

Promised  to  pay  this  day,  29th 
January,  1848. 

Application  made. 

Promised  to  pay  this  day,  29th 
January. 


(Signed) 


Joseph  M'Donnell,  P.  R.  Collector. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  2,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  letters  which  I have  this  day  received 
from  Mr.  D’Arcy,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union,  and 
from  Major-General  Thomson,  J.  P.  Both  these  gentlemen  had  a lengthened 
interview  with  me  to-day ; they  expressed  themselves  satisfied  of  the  inability  of 
the  present  Board  of  Guardians  to  discharge  their  duties,  and  have  begged  me 
to  he  the  medium  of  communicating  to  you  their  written  opinions  on  this  subject. 
Major-General  Thomson  states  that  he  cannot  undertake  to  attend  the  Board 
regularly  ; and  Mr.  D’Arcy,  among  other  things,  complained  to  me  of  the  whole 
business  being  in  effect  thrown  on  him,  and  without  assistance  that  he  would  be 
unable  to  meet  with  the  difficulties  which  present  themselves.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  only  remains  for  me  to  state,  that  should  Mr.  D’Arcy  and 
General  Thomson  decline  to  sit  at  the  Board,  I have  no  hesitation  ill  stating 
that  the  affairs  of  the  Union  cannot  be  managed  by  the  elected  Guardians. 

Enclosures. 

Mr.  D’Arcy  to  Mr.  Deane  : — February  2,  1848. 

Having  to  the  best  of  my  abilities  endeavoured  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
for  the  Relief  of  the  Destitute  Poor  of  this  Union,  and  alive  to  the  responsibility  that  devolves 
upon  me  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  I feel  I would  Dot  be  doing  my  duty  in 
withholding  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  my  frequently  expressed  opinion,  that  we  are 
not  equal  to  the  present  emergency.  It  may  be  painful  to  me  to  say  this  of  a body,  of  which 
I am  myself  a member,  but  I believe  conscientiously  the  duties  are  not  done,  and  that  as  an 
individual  member  of  the  Board,  I cannot  afford  to  it  more  of  my  time  than  it  at  present 
receives. 

The  cases  which  have  this  day  been  brought  forward  of  deaths  under  such  heart-rending 
circumstances — for  the  lives  of  whom  the  Board  were,  I do  feel,  morally  responsible,  although 
I cannot  say  legally,  as  it  appears  no  application  had  been  made  to  them — confirms  my 
conviction  that  I must  not  any  longer  withhold  from  the  Commissioners  my  deliberate  opinion 
that  the  time  is  come  that  the  responsibility  reaches  them,  and  that  the  most  prompt  and 
vigorous  measures  will  be  required,  or  the  lives  of  many  may  be  sacrificed. 

I trust,  Sir,  you  will  allow  me  to  make  you  the  channel  of  this  communication.  Our  Union 
is. truly  in  a state  of  wretchedness  and  misery  no  pen  can  describe ; but  unless  met  at  ouce 
will  be  overwhelming. 

Major-General  Thomson  to  Mr.  Deane: — February  2,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I feel  from 
the  distance  I live  from  Clilden,  about  25  miles,  that  it  is  totally  impossible  for  me  to  attend 
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at  the  Board  of  Guardians  with  that  regularity  that  the  present  emergency  requires,  having 
other  important  duties  to  perform  connected  with  the  employment  of  the  poor  on  my  estate. 

I have  with  much  difficulty  paid  my  own  rate,  and  having  done  my  duty,  have  nothing  to 
reproach  myself. 

I consider  the  elected  Guardians,  from  their  class  in  life,  totally  incapable  of  mauaging  the 
affairs  of  the  Union  ; and  bearing  in  mind  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  attend  at  the  ordinary 
weekly  meetings  of  Guardians,  1 do  not  desire  to  hold  myself  responsible  for  their  acts.  I 
need  not  say  that  in  any  observation  made  I mean  to  include  Mr.  D’Arcy,  whose  entire  time 
has  been  devoted  to  his  duty  as  a Guardian. 

I am  glad  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  in  a short  time,  through  the  loan  that  has  been 
granted  to  me  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act,  I shall  be  in  a condition  to  employ  all  the 
poor  on  my  estate.  I trust  that  my  exertion  will  have  the  effect,  of  reducing  the  amount  of 
the  next  rate ; but  should  the  new  ejectment  process,  viz.,  the  quarter  acre  clause,  without 
giving  the  people  ejected  employment,  continue  to  be  made  use  of,  I know  not  where  pauperism 
is  to  end. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  5,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  report  of  the  2nd  instant,  I am  to  enclose  herewith, 
for  your  information,  a copy  of  a letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  this  day 
addressed  to  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  announcing  their  intention  to  dissolve  the 
Board  of  Guardians. 

Paid  officers  for  administering  the  affairs  of  the  Union  will  immediately  be 
appointed. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  Clifden  Union — Dissolution  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians : — February  5,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  consideration,  a report  which 
they  have  received  from  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Bourke,  on  the  manner  in  which 
relief  is  administered  to  the  destitute  poor  in  Clifden  Union  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  have  likewise  had  under  consideration  a return  from  the 
collectors  of  the  Union,  containing  a list  of  the  individual  Guardians  in  each 
electoral  division  who  have  not  paid  their  rates,  together  with  a statement  of 
the  sums  which  are  due  from  each  such  Guardian  respectively. 

The  Commissioners  transmit  herewith  a copy  of  Mr.  Bourke’s  report  for  the 
information  of  the  Guardians,  and  at  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  have  to 
announce,  that  having  bestowed  their  careful  attention  on  the  present  condition  of 
Clifden  Union,  the  Commissioners  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  the  Board 
of  Guardians  have  failed  to  administer  relief  duly  and  effectually  either  in  the 
workhouse  or  out  of  it,  and  have  especially  failed  to  provide  themselves  with  a 
sufficient  amount  of  funds  at  this  season  of  distress,  by  a timely  and  vigorous 
collection  of  the  poor-rates. 

The  Commissioners  are  strongly  sensible  of  the  great  exertions  which  have 
been  made  by  Mr.  D’Arcy,  the  Chairman,  to  place  the  affairs  of  the  Union  on  a 
satisfactory  foundation ; and  the  Commissioners  are  disposed  to  believe  that  his 
exertions  would  have  been  attended  with  success,  if  the  object  could  have  been 
attained  by  one  individual  Guardian  alone.  The  Commissioners  are  convinced, 
however,  that  the  debts  of  the  Union  are  too  heavy,  and  the  amount  of  destitution 
is  too  great,  to  be  met  otherwise  than  by  the  systematic  and  persevering  efforts  of 
a Board ; and  as  the  Commissioners  perceive  no  reasonable  prospects  of  such 
efforts  being  made  by  the  existing  body  of  management,  they  have  determined  to 
issue  a formal,  order  dissolving  the  Clifden  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  the  Guardians  should  transact  business  as 
usual  on  Monday  next,  and  the  Commissioners  will  issue  the  Order  of  dissolution 
by  the  post  of  the  7th  instant. 
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CAHIRCIVEEN  UNION. 


Cabirciveen  Union. 


The  Secretary  to  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 
November  25,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  to  forward  to  you  the 
enclosed  copies  of  communications  relative  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  electoral 
division  of  Dromod,  in  the  Cahirciveen  Union,  and  to  state  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Law's  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland,  that  the  temporary  fever  hospital  provided  under  certificate  of  this 
Board,  has  been  closed  without  previous  communication  with  the  Board. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Barry  to  Mr.  Hopper,  Secretary: — November  2,  1847. 

I beg  to  transmit  to  you  the  circular  on  which  the  Relief  Committee  have  acted  in 
closing  the  Dromod  temporary  fever  hospital.  As  the  entire  responsibility  of  providing  funds 
was  thrown  on  the  Guardians,  after  the  30th  September,  and  the  Union  being  already  deeply 
in  debt,  they  did  not  wish  to  incur  any  further  expense.  The  clerk  of  the  Relief  Committee 
has  mislaid  the  official  letter  he  received  from  the  Relief  Commissioners,  for  closing  the  hospital 
on  the  25th  day  of  September,  otherwise  I would  forward  it  with  the  enclosed  documents. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiries  respecting  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  country,  I regret  much  to 
say,  that  this  district  is  more  unhealthy  than  it  was  during  the  spring  or  summer  months ; 
and  fever  of  a worse  description  than  that  which  then  prevailed,  is  making  vast  inroads  among 
the  poorer  classes.  For  corroboration  of  this  statement,  I refer  you  to  the  accompanying  letter 
from  the  parish  priest  of  Dromod. 

Any  further  information  you  require,  I shall  feel  happy  to  give  you  if  in  my  power. 


Rev.  T.  Lynch,  Parish  Priest  of  Dromod,  to  Mr.  Barp.y  : — November  21,  1847- 

In  answer  to  your  inquiries  as  to  the  state  of  disease  among  my  parishioners,  I am 
sorry  to  say  there  never  was  so  much  fever  as  at  present ; scarcely  a day  passes  that  I have  not 
to  administer  the  rites  of  the  Church  to  many  afflicted  with  that  dreadful  malady.  We  have 
every  reason  to  deplore  the  loss  of  our  little  hospital ; limited  as  it  was  in  its  accommodation, 
still  it  was  a great  means  of  preventing  the  disease  which  is  now  fatal,  from  making  such  rapid 
strides  among  the  poor.  My  curate,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzmaurice,  is  not  as  yet  able  to  assist  me 
in  the  duties  of  the  parish ; his  attack  of  fever  was  the  worst  I have  yet  seen,  but  I trust  a 
few  weeks  will  restore  him  to  perfect  health. 


The  Commissioners  to  Colonel  Clarke  : — November  30,  1847. 

I am  directed  to  forward  to  you  herewith,  a communication  which  the 
Commissioners  have  received  from  the  Board  of  Health,  relative  to  the  sanitary 
state  of  the  Dromod  electoral  division  of  the  Cahirciveen  Union,  and  I am  to 
state  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  make  inquiry  as  to  the  fact  stated,  that 
the  fever  hospital  was  closed  without  previous  communication  with  the  Board  of 
Health. 

I am,  at  the  same  time,  to  request  that  you  will  state  your  opinion  as  to  the 
necessity  which  may  exist  for  re-opening  the  fever  hospital;  the  Commissioners 
consider  that  the  subject  should  he  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  at  their  next  meeting. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners: — December  4,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th 
ultimo  respecting  the  late  temporary  fever  hospital,  and  the  prevalence  of  fever 
in  the  electoral  division  of  Dromod. 

I am  not  able  to  ascertain  if  any  communication  was  made  to  the  Board  of 
Health  previous  to  closing  the  fever  hospital ; hut  most  probably  not,  as  imme- 
diately the  supply  of  money  by  the  Relief  Commissioners  was  stopped,  Finance 
Committees  and  Relief  Committees  dissolved  themselves,  and  cared  for  nothing 
further ; hut  in  this  particular  instance  it  would  have  been  impracticable  to 
carry  on  the  establishment,  as  the  Guardians  had  neither  money  or  credit. 
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Cahirciveen  Union.  With  regard  to  the  representations  of  the  alarming  extent  of  fever,  I am 
somewhat  taken  by  surprise.  In  organizing  the  mode  of  supplying  the  children 
attending  public  schools  with  food,  I have  traversed  the  Union  in  every  direc- 
tion and  made  the  most  minute  inquiries  as  to  the  extent  of  fever : the  answer 
universally  given  was,  that  there  was  little  or  none.  On  Wednesday,  the  24th 
ultimo,  I was  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  Dromod  electoral  division,  and 
made  every  arrangement  writh  the  Rev.  T.  Lynch,  P.  P.,  respecting  the  number 
of  scholars  that  should  be  permitted  to  attend,  referring  most  particularly  to 
the  danger  of  causing  fever  by  overcrowding ; but  the  reverend  gentleman  made 
no  allusion  to  its  being  prevalent  at  Masterguehy.  In  the  centre  of  the  division 
I made  most  particular  inquiries,  and  was  distinctly  told  there  was  no  fever ; 
and  at  Ballynakelly,  the  eastern  extremity,  I received  the  same  reply,  but  found 
hooping  cough  very  common.  I think  "it  very  probable  that  the  wish  to  re- 
establish the  hospital  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  desire  to  obtain  food  on  the 
other,  may  have  caused  the  discrepancies  of  representations. 

Dr.  Courtenay,  one  of  the  Board  of  Health  Inspectors,  having  been  here,  his 
report  will  be  conclusive  on  the  point. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Health  -.—December  18,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  in  reference  to  the  Board’s  communication  of  the  25th  ultimo,  relating 
to  the  temporary  fever  hospital  of  the  Dromod  electoral  division  of  the  Cahir- 
civeen Union,  that  it  appears  by  a report  from  Colonel  Clarke,  Temporary  Poor 
Law  Inspector,  that  this  hospital  was  closed  by  the  Relief  Committee  on  the 
25th  September,  upon  the  expenditure  of  the  money  received  for  its  support, 
from  the  Relief  Commissioners. 

The  Commissioners  beg  to  forward  a copy  of  the  Report  of  Colonel  Clarke, 
for  the  information  ol  the  Board  of  Health ; and  they  are.  desirous  to  ascertain, 
under  the  circumstances  stated,  and  the  abandonment  of  the  hospital  since  the 
30th  of  September,  by  the  Relief  Committee,  which  then  ceased  to  act,  whe- 
ther in  the  opinion  ol  the  Board  of  Health,  the  Guardians  should  now  be  re- 
quiredto  take  charge  of  this  hospital. 

In  reference  to  the  Board’s  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  relating  to  the  perma- 
nent district  fever  hospital,  at  Cahirciveen,  the  Commissioners  beg  to  observe, 
that  as  it  is  no  longer  the  hospital  of  a Relief  Committee,  the  Guardians  have 
no  legal  authority,  (even  though  possessed  of  funds)  to  provide  for  its  mainte- 
nance,  unless  the  Board  of  Health  can  issue  a requisition  for  that  object,  under 
the  9th  Vic.  cap.  6.  J 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners: — December  4,  1847. 

Mr.  Inspector  Crawford  having  been  present  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  ol  Guardians  on  the  2nd  instant,  I presume  he  will  have  reported  to  you 
the  proceedings.  At  the  same  time,  I am  desirous  of  submitting  to  you 
some  observations  on  the  present  state  of  the  Union,  and  the  probable  operation 
of  the  Poor  Law  during  the  winter. 

The  insolvent  state  of  the  Union  and  the  general  poverty  of  the  country,  will, 
I believe,  preclude  the  possibility  of  giving  out-door  relief  to  any  class,  or  to 
afford  in-door  relief  from  any  rate  that  can  be  collected  to  a greater  number 
than  the  present  workhouse  will  contain.  This  is  totally  inadequate,  even  to 
the  present  wants  of  the  people ; and  I believe  that  before  the  commencement 
of  next  month,  there  will  be  as  great  destitution  as  existed  last  spring,  and  it  is 
daily  becoming  more  important  that  measures  should  be  adopted  for  affording 
relief.  I have  this  day  returned  from  visiting  the  district  of  Glenbeigh,  and 
am  persuaded  that  many  are  in  immediate  and  pressing  want,  which  is  generally 
the  case  in  every  electoral  division. 

Assuming  my  proposition  to  be  correct,  which  I believe  it  to  be,  viz.,  that 
the  capabilities  of  the  country  are  only  equal  to  the  support  of  the  in-door 
poor,  the  great  mass  of  the  destitute  must  be  fed  from  other  sources.  I have 
given  this  subject  much  consideration,  and  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  best 
course  would  be  to  dissolve  the  present  Board  of  Guardians,  and  to  appoint  paid 
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officers,  as  I consider  the  present  Board  as  a body,  hopelessly  and  helplessly 
plunged  in  despondency  by  the  effects  of  their  own  mismanagement,  and  totally 
inefficient.  An  opportunity  would  thus  be  given,  of  givhig  the  Poor  Law  a fair 
trial  in  one  of  those  Unions,  in  which  it  is  said  it  can  never  succeed.  The  3s.  rate 
is  equal  to  paying  outstanding  debts,  and  sustaining  the  workhouse  for  a con- 
siderable time  to  come.  The  out-door  relief  given  under  its  provisions  would 
fall  on  the  Government,  and  would,  I am  persuaded,  be  far  less  in  amount  than 
what  would  be  required  for  any  measure  of  relief  disconnected  with  the  Poor 
Law.  I submit  this  with  much  deference,  to  your  superior  judgment. 

The  collectors  are  now  at  work  in  all  the  electoral  divisions,  with  one  excep- 
tion, in  which  some  delay  in  completing  the  securities  took  place.  They  have 
not  been  very  successful  as  yet,  but  as  soon  as  the  military  detachment  arrives, 
more  activity  will  be  enforced. 

I think  it  highly  important  that  a depot  of  food  should  be  established  here. 
The  supply  at  the  present  moment  is  very  short,  and  as  I am  a purchaser  to  the 
extent  of  10  tons,  on  account  of  the  British  Relief  Association,  it  will  be  still 
further  reduced.  This,  combined  with  the  long-continued  tempestuous  weather, 
rendering  communication  with  the  markets  impracticable,  causes  me  some 
degree  of  anxiety. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  8,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  appoint  paid  Guardians  in  this 
Union,  if  this  measure  is  absolutely  necessary. 

I am,  at  the  same  time,  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  would  not  be  jus- 
tified in  taking  this  step  unless  they  have  before  them  recorded  instances  of 
default  ot  official  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians,  and  the  Commissioners 
request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  specially  on  this  subject  to  them, 
if,  in  your  opinion,  the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  has  been  such  as 
legally  to  justify  their  dissolution. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  10,  1847. 

The  result  of  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday  renders  it 
now  imperatively  necessary  that  some  decided  steps  should  be  taken  for  affording 
out-door  relief  in  this  Union,  as  the  Guardians  themselves  are  totally  unequal  to 
organizing  measures  for  meeting  the  emergency,  which  is  hourly  becoming  more 
pressing. 

It  was  resolved,  on  the  2nd  instant,  that  buildings  should  be  hired  for  the 
reception  of  paupers,  and  orders  were  signed  for  obtaining  clothing ; but,  although 
it  was  well  known  that  there  would  be  a rush  on  the  house,  not  a single  step  was 
taken  during  the  week ; and  yesterday,  after  admitting  to  the  full  extent  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Phelan,  numbers  remained,  many  of  whom  had  come  a distance  of 
more  than  30  miles,  for  whom  no  provision  could  be  made ; and  it  was  found  that 
there  was  no  clothing  for  those  who  had  been  admitted. 

A resolution  was  passed,  appointing  a Committee  to  inspect,  and  report  upon 
the  practicability  of  converting  a store  at  Port  Magee  into  a branch  house  for  the 
children ; but  I do  not  think  it  can  be  made  available  without  incurring  a very 
great  expense,  and  the  distance  (upwards  of  10  miles)  would  render  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  Jurnish  supplies  and  superintend  the  management. 

There  is  no  possibility  of  finding  accommodation  sufficient  to  give  the  work- 
house  testa  full  and  fair  operation.  It  is  computed  that  there  are  10,500  destitute 
individuals  in  the  Union,  being  able-bodied  labourer’s  not  possessing  land,  and 
their  families.  How  these  persons  existed  in  former  years,  is  one  of  those  Irish 
problems  most  difficult  of  solution ; but  I believe  that  to  relieve  one  of  them,  and 
not  another,  would  he  a positive  injustice;  all  being  equally  destitute.  I am 
perfectly  convinced  that,  even  supposing  the  Guardians  were  in  possession  of  suffi- 
cient funds,  they  are  totally  incapable  of  carrying  out  any  measure  of  relief  to  any 
such  extent ; and  though  I might  lecture  on  the  subject  daily  and  hourly,  and 
every  word  be  most  fully  acquiesced  in,  there  would  be  no  practical  result  The 
gentlemen  of  the  country  who  are  ex-officio  Guardians  take  no  interest  whatsoever 
in  the  affairs  of  the  workhouse.  I have  now  attended  six  meetings  of  the  Board, 
and,  excepting  Dr.  Barry,  and,  on  one  occasion,  Mr.  James  O’Connell,  not  one  of 


Cahirciveen  Union. 
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Cahirciveen  Union,  these  gentlemen  ever  attended,  and  the  entire  management  is  left  to  a class  which 
I cannot  consider  competent. 

I am  of  opinion  that,  whatever  aid  may  be  given  by  the  Government  or  the 
British  Relief  Association  should  be  administered  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
Acts  of  Parliament  in  force  for  the  relief  of  the  poor;  the  inefficiency  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  as  a body  renders  this  impracticable,  unless  a separate  estab- 
lishment be  found.  It  is  on  these  grounds  I recommend  that  paid  Guardians 
should  be  appointed  as  a temporary  measure ; and  though  this  may  render  my 
services  as  a Temporary  Inspector  unnecessary,  I cannot  permit  my  private 
•interests  to  compete  with  that  course  which  I consider  would  be  most  advantageous 
to  the  country. 

The  mismanagement  of  the  workhonse,  and  the  imposition  of  insufficient  rates, 
are,  I think,  quite  sufficient  grounds  for  dissolving  the  present  Board  of  Guar- 
dians. If  we  consider  the  actual  state  of  the  house,  there  is  sufficient  proof  of 
both  these  points  ; a load  of  debts  contracted  which  will  absorb  a great  proportion 
of  the  rate  now  in  course  of  collection;  cheques  given  in  anticipation  of  rates  to 
•be  collected ; no  means  of  providing  clothing  for  paupers  admitted ; the  regula- 
tions for  enforcing  labour  entirely  neglected ; land  attached  to  the  workhouse  left 
uncultivated  ; are  practical  proofs  that  the  evils  of  mismanagement  are  so  deeply 
rooted  as  only  to  be  eradicated  by  the  strongest  measures.  I am  not  an  advocate 
for  taking  the  care  of  the  poor  from  those  on  whom  the  duty  should  legitimately 
rest,  as  a permanent  measure,  but  the  present  emergency  requires  an  immediate 
and  effective  remedy ; aud  when  affairs  shall  be  brought  into  a proper  healthy 
state  the  Guardians  should  resume  their  duties  under  a strict  and  rigid  inspec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Crawford,  when  here,  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  sufficient  if  the 
collectors  attended  once  a fortnight;  and  as  the  treasurer  did  not  send  his  book, 
I am  unable  to  state  how  the  collection  is  proceeding,  but  I fear  not  very  satis- 
factorily. I am  informed  that  last  week  an  anonymous  notice  was  posted  on  the 
chapel  door  in  Prior  parish,  advising  the  people  to  resist  the  payment  of  rates.  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  attempt  any  coercion  until  there  shall  be  a 
sufficient  force  at  hand ; as  one  instance  of  successful  resistance  would  be  imme- 
diately followed  by  universal  opposition. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners: — December  11,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
8th  instant,  and  in  reference  thereto,  beg  to  refer  to  my  report  of  yesterday’s 
date,  which  explains  the  grounds  on  which  I recommended  a dissolution  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union. 

On  a former  occasion,  I expressed  a hope  that  I should  be  able  to  carry  out 
the  laws  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  even  without  the  active  co-operation  of  the 
ex-officio  Guardians,  but  experience  has  shown  me  that  this  is  impossible ; and 
as  they  will  not  attend  to  their  duties,  and  this  is  a moment  requiring  the 
most  energetic  and  prompt  measures,  I see  no  alternative  but  the  course  I have 
recommended. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  17,  1847. 

In  doing  myself  the  honour  of  reporting  to  you  on  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  I am  happy  to  say  that,  although  a very  con- 
siderable crowd  assembled,  there  was  no  disturbance;  this  I attribute  to  the 
prudential  arrangements  of  Mr.  Dillon,  the  stipendiary  magistrate,  who  assembled 
all  the  police  force  available  in  the  district. 

This  is  a state  of  things  which  cannot  be  suffered  to  continue,  and  would  have 
been  prevented,  had  the  Guardians  acted  in  accordance  with  my  admonitions  and 
advice  ; but  each  day  only  the  more  strongly  convinces  me  that  it  is  totally  impos- 
sible to  carry  out  the  law  with  the  present  Board  ; and  yesterday  notice  was  given 
by  one  of  themselves  of  a motion  to  apply  for  paid  Guardians ; stating,  as  a 
reason,  that  they  were  a most  incompetent  body,  aud  himself  more  so  than  any; 
in  all  of  which  I most  fully  concur. 
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The  affairs  of  this  Union  are  now  assuming  a very  serious  aspect,  and  unless  Cahirciveen  Union, 
men  of  energy  and  determination  be  sent  down  to  administer  the  Poor  Laws,  the 
country  will  he  in  a state  of  anarchy  and  confusion.  It  cannot  he  denied  that 
destitution  is  daily  becoming  more  pressing,  and  the  greater  number  of  those  who 
presented  themselves  at  the  workhouse  yesterday  were  evidently  suffering  from 
absolute  want  of  food,  and  yet  these  poor  wretches,  many  of  whom  had  come  a 
distance  of  from  20  to  30  miles,  were  turned  from  the  doors  with  streaming  eyes, 
because  men  possessing  the  power  to  relieve  them  have  totally  neglected  their 
duties. 

I have  insisted  that  out-door  relief  shall  be  given  to  112  persons,  now  in  the 
workhouse,  who  fall  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  and 
accommodation  may  be  found  for  240  children  in  separate  houses;  if  this  be 
carried  into  effect,  there  will  be  room  for  352,  which  I expect  will  be  fully  occu- 
pied on  the  next  Board-day ; after  which  there  will  be  no  alternative  but  to  apply 
for  your  Order  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act.  I transmit  you  a letter, 
addressed  to  me  by  the  Knight  of  Kerry,  and  though  I do  not  consider  the  state 
quite  so  imminent  as  he  describes,  still  the  prospect  is  sufficiently  alarming  to 
render  every  precaution  necessary. 

The  collection  of  the  3s.  rate  is  proceeding  slowly ; one  of  the  collectors  having 
neglected  to  attend  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
he  received.  I have  ordered  the  clerk  to  take  out  a summons  against  him,  under 
the  100th  section  of  the  1st  and  2nd  Vic.,  c.  56,  which  I hope  will  prove  a 
salutary  example. 

Enclosure. 

The  Knight  of  Kerry  to  Lieut-Colonel  Clarke  : — December  15, 1847. 

Our  position  as  to  food  is  very  alarming-.  I have  written  to  the  Government  in 
London  and  Dublin  to  state,  that  in  this  electoral  division  there  will  he  1000  persons  without 
food  bv  the  1st  of  January.  I have  no  doubt  on  the  subject.  This  does  not  comprehend  any 
of  those  I employ  in  drainage  and  quarrying,  &c. : they  will  be  numerous,  and  many  of  them 
even  verv  destitute.  But.  I have  much  more  serious  points  to  discuss  with  you  concerning  the 
general  state  of  the  country,  and  the  spirit  of  insubordination  has  crossed  the  borders  of 
Limerick,  and  is  on  both  sides  of  Listowel. 

I have  the  most  serious  apprehension  of  an  outbreak  of  an  extensive  character,  and  the 
Government  is  by  no  means  up  to  the  amount  of  danger,  nor  its  nature,  and  the  means  of 
prov  iding  against  it  beforehand.  I wish,  if  you  are  not  * to  forward  that  you  should  * Illegible, 

he  so  ; and  would  much  prefer  to  address  you  officially  than  intrude  myself  officiously  on  the 
people  at  head  quarters,  so  pray  come  to  me  when  you  can. 

Tell  the  police  to  keep  a sharp  look  out  for  strangers. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  Guardians — Dissolution  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians-. — December  21,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  recently  had  under  their  consideration  the  state 
of  the  Cahirciveen  Union,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  extent  of  the  distress 
existing  in  the  Union,  and  the  inadequate  measures  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  discharge  themselves  of  their  responsibility  in  affording  relief  to  the 
destitute  poor. 

The  result  of  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  on  the  9th  instant,  has 
led  the  Commissioners  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  now  imperatively  necessary  to 
take  steps  for  having  the  laws  for  relief  of  the  poor  administered  in  the  Union 
with  greater  vigour  than  has  been  exercised  by  the  Board  oi  Guardians,  who  have 
not  shown  themselves  equal  to  organizing  measures  for  meeting  the  present 
emergency. 

It  appears  that,  on  the  2nd  instant,  a resolution  was  passed  by  the  Guardians 
that  buildings  should  be  hired  in  addition  to  the  present  workhouse  for  the 
reception  of  paupers,  and  that  orders  were  signed  for  obtaining  clothing ; but 
although  it  was  well  known  that  there  would  be  a pressure,  and  on  the  9th  instant 
the  Guardians,  after  admitting  applicants  into  the  workhotise  to  'the  fullest  extent, 
found  themselves  unable  to  afford  relief  in  the  manner  in  which  they  are  authorized 
to  do,  to  a large  number  of  destitute  poor  persons,  many  of  whom  had  travelled 
more  than  30  miles  to  seek  it. 

The  Commissioners  cannot  hut  think  that  if  active  steps  had  heretofore  been 
taken  by  the  Guardians  for  relieving  out  of  the  workhouse  all  classes  coming 
within  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  for  providing 
additional  workhouse  accommodation,  they  would  now  have  been  enabled  to  make 
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Cnhiioinen  Union,  arrangements  which  are  necessary  to  afford  relief  to  the  destilute  poor  persons  who 
are  seeking  it  at  their  hands. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  have  observed  that  the  ex-officio  Guardians  of  the 
Union  generally  do  not  appear  to  take  an  interest  in  the  business  of  the  Board  of 
Guardian,  as,  at  the  last  six  meetings  of  the  Board,  the  Commissioners  find  that 
excepting  Dr.  Barry,  and,  on  one  occasion,  Mr.  James  O’Connell,  not  one  of  the 
ex-officio  Guardians  have  attended,  and  the  entire  management  of  the  Union  has 
been  left  to  the  elected  Guardians,  who  have  thus  had  to  contend  with  difficulties 
of  no  common  magnitude. 

As  regards  the  finances  of  the  Union,  it  appears  that,  owing  to  its  pecuniary 
embarassment,  bread  is  not  even  obtained  for  such  of  the  sick  in  the  workhouse  as 
require  it;  milk  even  for  the  sick  is  often  provided  in  insufficient  quantities,  and 
Indian  meal  is  taken  for  breakfast  and  dinner  ol  the  healthy  classes  without  milk 
sugar,  or  molasses. 

Owing  to  the  Guardians  not  having  taken  active  steps  to  secure  the  collection 
of  . the  necessary  poor-rates,  although  repeatedly  exhorted  to  that  course  by  tlie 
Commissioners,  the  debts  of  the  contractors  and  others  have  reached  the  sum  of 
1650/.,  an  amount  sufficient  to  absorb  a full  half  of  the  entire  new  rate  now 
being  brought  into  collection,  but  of  which  no  portion  had  been  collected  down  to 
the  30th  ultimo. 

On  this  point  the  Commissioners  cannot  omit  to  remark  that,  at  the  close  of 
v,?,.  . tley  urged  on  the  Guardians  the  necessity  of  providing  for  their 
liabilities  by  the  immediate  levy  of  a new  rate,  which,  however,  the  Guardians 
lor  a considerable  time,  declined  doing,  and  the  Commissioners  believe  that  the 
disinclination  of  the  Guardians,  in  the  first  instance,  to  strike  the  necessary 
amount  of  rate,  and  their  subsequent  delay  in  bringing  the  rate  into  collection 
have  been  seriously  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  poor  of  the  Union;  nor 
could  the  Commissioners  entertain  a confidence  in  the  Guardians  now  takino-  the 
necessary  steps  to  rescue  the  payment  of  the  rates  which  have  been  made.  ° 

rhe  Commissioners  have  determined,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
to  dissolve  the  Board  of  Guardians,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  entrusted  to  the 
Commissioners  by  the  18th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Belief  Extension  Act  and 
to  appoint  paid  officers  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  and  they  have 
accordingly  issued  an  order  this  day  dissolving  the.present  Board  of  Guardians  of 
the  Cahirciveen  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Colonel  Clarke  : — December  21,  1847. 

. Iam  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  reports  of  the  10th  and 
Lth  instant,  relating  to  the  Cahirciveen  Union;  and  in  reference  thereto,  Iain 
to  forward,  for  your  information,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  which  has  this  day 

lu^io^of^h^BoartLof  Guardians!*6  ^n^0n,  ^ forwarding  an  order  for  the  disso- 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  paid  officers,  to  administer  the  affaire  of  the 
Union,  will  be  immediately  appointed. 

_ With  regard  to  your  observations  as  to  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  providing 
in-door  relief  in  the  Union,  I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  are  moft 
desirous  that  every  exertion  should  be  made  'to  obtain  additional  workhouse 
accommodation;  and  if  any  additional  building  suitable  for  the  purpose  can  be 
obtained,  though  at  a considerable  distance  from  the  present  workhouse,  the  Com- 
missicmers  are  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  taken  ; and  that  by  the  appointment 
oisuftaent  trustworthy  officers,  to  manage  any  such  building  or  buildings,  the 
mffacultics  adverted  to  m your  report  may  be  met  and  overcome. 

With  respect  to  the  large  number  of  persons  whom  you  describe  as  able-bodied 
labourers  not  possessed  of  land,  and  whose  mode  of  living  heretofore  you  have  not 
ascertained,  l ain  to  observe,  that  it  will  be  very  necessary  to  watch  closely  the 
proceedings  of  the  relieving  officers,  under  the  Act  10  Viet.,  cap.  31,  particularly 
m reference  to  .persons  holding  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land. 

llie  Commissioners  apprehend  that  much  error  may  arise  from  misstatement  ot 
persons  holding  land,  with  a view  of  obtaining  relief*;  as  the  number  of  destitute 
a e(i-  Peysons  stated  in  your  report  must  far  exceed  the  actual  extent  of 

lon  ln  that  class.  It  appears  that  of  the  number  of  persons  who  received 
"“J*  m the  ™ek  eMei  4th  July  last,  unly  0211  were  able-bodied  men, 

ana  ol  these  1817  held  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land. 
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The  Commissioners  will  issue  an  order  for  out-door  relief,  under  the  2nd  Cahirciveen  Union, 
section  of  the  Act  10  Viet,  cap.  31,  when  you  recommend  that  they  should  do 
so,  and  will  recommend  Count  Strzeleeki  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  paid 
Guardians,  immediately  after  their  arrival  in  the  Union,  a loan  of  200/.  to  aid  in 
providing  relief;  but  the  Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  have  the  relief  lists  of 
the  relieving  officers  carefully  scrutinized  and  revised  ; and  that  by  sending  out  of 
the  workhouse  such  destitute  persons  as  out-door  relief  may  be  safely  given  to, 
and  providing  further  workhouse  accommodation,  room  may  be  found  for  testing 
the  destitution  of  the  able-bodied  applicants  for  relief. 


Rev.  Eugene  O’Sullivan,  Parish  Priest,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 

• December  6,  1847. 

Since  I had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  25tli  ultimo,  I 
waited  on  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Cahirciveen  Union,  and  endeavoured 
to  impress  on  them  the  absolute  necessity  of  giving  out-door  relief  to  the 
persons  referred  to  in  your  letter,  in  order  to  save  them  from  immediate  death 
by  starvation. 

I regret  to  state  that  I could  not  make  any  impression  on  the  Board.  It  is 
needless  for  me  therefore,  to  state,  that  no  language  can  convey  an  adequate 
idea  of  the  frightful  condition  of  the  poor  in  the  electoral  division  in  this  x>arish 
attached  to  the  Cahirciveen  Union.  As  it  is  totally  out  of  the  question  that 
disabled  and  infirm  persons  could  walk  to  the  workhouse,  I requested  of  the 
Board  to  give  funds  to  the  relieving  officer  which  would  enable  him  to  procure 
cars  for  their  conveyance,  but  in  this  I was  equally  unsuccessful. 

I respectfully  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  these 
facts,  and  to  request  that  something  be  done  to  save  the  lives  of  the  people. 

It  is  totally  inexpedient  that  the  Killorglin  Dunkerron  electoral  division 
should  be  attached  to  the  Cahirciveen  Union,  because  the  distance  between  the 
workhouse  of  the  Union  and  the  electoral  division  is  too  great,  being,  in  some 
instances,  35  miles. 

Now  it  is  quite  plain,  that  even  an  able-bodied  person  with  five  or  six 
children,  some  of  whom  he  must  convey  on  his  back,  would  not  now  accom- 
plish in  the  depth  of  winter,  through  a most  dreary  and  desolate  country,  so  long 
a journey. 

If  this  electoral  division  were  attached  to  the  Killarney  Union,  the  average 
distance  from  the  workhouse  would  be  about  12  miles.  It  is  obvious  then, 
that  the  greatest  convenience  would  result  if  it  was  attached  to  the  Killarney 
Union,  besides  the  interests  of  the  division  cannot  be  so  well  attended  to  if  it 
remains  attached  to  the  Cahirciveen  Union,  because  the  distance  is  so  great, 
that  neither  will  the  ex-officio  or  the  elected  Guardians  attend  the  sittings  of  the 
Board.  I think  it  right  to  remark,  that  this  subject  was  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Commissioners. 


Observations  of  Colonel  Clarke  : — December  11,  1847. 

It  is  intended  to  commence  giving  out-door  relief  to  destitute  persons 
falling  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  after  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  According  to  the  Application  and  Report 
Book  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Eugene  O’Sullivan,  there 
appear  only  26  individuals  who  could  receive  out-door  relief. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  13,  1847. 

A notice,  of  which  I have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  a copy,  was  posted 
this  morning  on  the  chapel  door,  and  being  the  fair-day,  has  received  extensive 
circulation.  I have  also  private  information  that  the  Killorglin  and  Glenbeigh 
people  are  to  come  in  on  the  same  day.  Mr:  Dillon,  the  stipendiary  magistrate, 
will  be  here  to-morrow,  and  I will  consult  with  him  as  to  the  measures  for  the 
preservation  of  the  peace. 
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Cahirciveen  Union. 


Enclosure. 


December  12,  1847. 

It  is  hereby  ordered,  that  all  persons  who  want  food  or  employment  in  this  district, 
will  meet  at  the  Cahirciveen  workhouse  on  Thursday,  the  16th  of  this  month,  at  the  hour  of 
12  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  this  being  done  effectively  by  strict  orders  of  the  respectable 
persons  of  Cahirciveen,  Foylemore,  Valentia,  Prior,  and  also  Dromod, — It  is  also  hoped 
there  will  be  no  disturbance.  Pail  not  at  your  peril. 


Work  we  want,  or 
food  we  must  get. 
We  shall  not  starve 
in  the  ensuing  year ; 
fail  not  boys  for 
God  is  our  guide. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  15,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  state,  that  as  the  workhouse  is  a consider- 
able distance  from  the  town  there  may  not  he  reason  to  apprehend  that  an 
attack  on  the  provision  dealers  is  contemplated  ; but  there  may  be  an  intention 
of  carrying  away  provisions  stored  in  the  workhouse,  and,  in  either  case,  the 
assembly  would  be  unlawful  according  to  the  terms  of  the  27th  Geo.  III.  cap.  15. 
If,  according  to  the  opinion  of  firm  men,  the  meeting  is  likely  to  produce  danger 
to  the  peace  of  the  neighbourhood,  it  is  an  unlawful  assembly,  aud  a misde- 
meanour in  those  assembling,  even  though  there  may  not  be  an  intention  to  do 
any  act  which  if  executed,  would  make  them  rioters. 

The  Commissioners  apprehend,  that  if  any  effort  shall  be  made  to  dissuade 
the  persons  from  whatever  purpose  they  entertain,  by  an  appeal  to  their  reason, 
or  any  assurance  of  giving  attention  to  their  case,  such  parleying  will  have  the 
effect  of  promoting  further  meetings  and  tumult. 


The  Commissioners  to  Colonel  Clarke,  Temporary  Inspector : — 
December'  21,  1847. 

I am  to  forward  herewith,  for  your  information,  an  extract  from 
a report  which  they  have  received  from  Mr.  Phelan,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  re- 
lating to  the  insufficiency  of  proper  nourishment  for  the  sick  inmates  of  the 
workhouse  of  the  Cahirciveen  Union,  and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a report  on  the  present  supplies  for 
the  workhouse  inmates. 


Enclosure. 

Extract  from  Mr.  Phelan’s  Report  of  November  17,  1847. 

The  financial  difficulties  of  the  Union,  are  of  course  known  to  the  Commissioners, 
through  Mr.  Crawford,  and  Colonel  Clarke ; but  I beg  to  observe  that  in  consequence  of  these 
difficulties,  the  credit  of  the  Guardians  is  such  that  no  bread  is  now  to  be  had  for  such  of  the 
sick  as  require  it,  rice  and  Indian  meal  being  rhe  only  articles  of  food  used  in  the  house. 
Milk,  even  for  the  sick,  is  often  provided  in  insufficient  quantity,  and  the  Indian  meal  breakfast 
and  dinner  of  the  healthy  classes,  is  taken  without  milk,  sugar,  or  molasses. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  24,  1847. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  requiring  a report  on 
the  present  supplies  for  the  workhouse  inmates,  I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you 
that  as  the  same  financial  difficulties  which  existed  when  Mr.  Phelan  made  his 
report,  still  continue,  no  person  can  be  induced  to  supply  bread,  even  for  the 
sick. 

The  only  improvement  in  the  dietary  that  I have  been  able  to  effect,  is  that  of 
giving  milk  to  all  children  under  nine  years  of  age,  substituting  a small  pro- 
portion of  rice  for  Indian-meal,  and  giving  six  ounces  of  salt  fish  in  lieu  of  so 
much  meal  at  dinner.  V 

I regret  to  add,  that  the  town  is  now  quite  bare  of  provisions  ; I have  this 
day  been  obliged  to  suspend  the  supplies  to  the  schools,  and  the  contractor  for 
the  workhouse  supply  has  only  sufficient  for  10  days  on  hand.  Vessels  are  ex- 
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jected,  and  some  cargoes  have  been  afloat  for  the  last  five  weeks,  but  detained  Cabirciveen  Union. 
)y  stress  of  weather. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — December  28,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  the  sum  of  money  which  has  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  British  Association,  will  ere  this,  have  enabled  you  to  provide  the 
requisite  supplies  for  the  inmates. 

I am  further  to  state,  that  if  the  supplies  expected  should  not  immediately 
arrive,  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Vice  Guardians  to  purchase  a sufficient 
quantity  of  meal,  from  the  Commissariat  depot  at  Kenmare. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners: — December  23,  184/. 

I had  this  morning  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  and  its  enclosures  of 
the  2 1st  instant,  announcing  the  dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this 
Union.  A severe  attack  ol  the  prevailing  epidemic  prevented  my  being  present 
at  their  meeting  to-day,  when  it  was  communicated  to  them ; but  it  was  a 
timely  reprimand,  as,  notwithstanding  the  resolutions  of  last  week,  no  prepara- 
tion for  the  reception  of  paupers,  or  for  giving  out-door  relief  to  the  impotent 
class,  has  been  completed. 

A house,  consisting  of  two  dormitories,  a kitchen,  and  a school-room  for  120 
girls,  has  been  taken,  and  is  now  nearly  ready  for  their  reception ; and  a house 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  workhouse  has  also  been  engaged  as  a dormi- 
tory for  120  boys.  By  some  underhand  influence  the  parties  drew  back  from 
their  bargain,  and  insisted  upon  a twelve  months’  term,  which  I could  not 
accede  to.  I have  learned  this  evening  that  they  will  let  for  six  months,  but  I 
do  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  enter  into  any  contract,  without  your  special 
authority.  I think  two  or  more  additional  buildings  may  be  obtained  in  distant 
parts  of  the  Union,  and  as  soon  as  the  new  Guardians  arrive,  no  exertion  shall 
be  wanting  to  give  the  workhouse  test  the  most  extensive  operation. 

According  to  the  returns  furnished  by  Captain  Forbes  on  the  4th  July  last, 
there  were  9463  able-bodied  labourers  (including  their  families)  not  holding 
land,  on  the  relief  lists,  and  as  ejectments  on  a large  scale  will  shortly  take  place, 
I fear  the  number  of  10,500,  I formerly  stated,  is  too  near  the  truth.  Nothing- 
short  of  the  most  absolute  necessity,  and  after  every  other  resource  shall  be  ex- 
hausted, will  induce  me  to  recommend  an  order  under  the  second  section  of  the 
10th  Vic.  cap.  31. 

I shall  not  hesitate  to  examine  on  oath,  any  relieving  officer  whom  I may 
suspect  of  irregularity,  and  as  I shall  now  possess  a working  power,  it  shall  be 
exercised  to  its  utmost  extent. 

Should  any  delay  take  place  in  the  arrival  of  the  Guardians,  I should  be  glad 
of  your  instructions  as  to  whether  I shall  be  authorized  in  signing  orders  on  the 
contractors,  for  food  for  the  workhouse.  It  is  necessary  that  I take  upon  myself 
the  responsibility  of  doing  so,  in  the  interim  of  your  reply. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  28,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  consider  that  you  were  fully  justified,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  in  signing  the  requisite  orders  for  supplies  for  the 
workhouse  inmates. ; 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  think  it  more  ad- 
visable to  take  suitable  buildings  for  affording  additional  workhouse  accommo- 
dation for  a year,  than  to  abandon  them,  because  the  owners  will  not  let  them  for 
a shorter  time. 


Colonel  Clarice  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  23,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  a proposition  from  tire  Knight  of  Kerry, 
which  is  tantamount  to  making  the  island  of  Valencia  a separate  Union,  under 
laws  differing  from  those  in  force  for  the  county  at  large. 

I am  prepared  to  admit  that  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law  in  this  Union 
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Cabirciveen  Union.  has  been  most  shamefully  mismanaged  ; but  this  by  no  means  touches  the  sound- 
' ness  of  its  principle : nor  does  it  appear  to  me  that  the  Knight  has  adduced  any 
argument  against  it,  but  merely  urges  the  expediency  of  giving  an  opportunity  of 
carrying  out  his  particular  views. 

The  distance  from  the  workhouse  might  be  urged  as  a ground  for  separation, 
with  greater  reason,  by  two-thirds  of  the  Union,  in  some  parts  the  distance  being 
trebled  ; but  the  Knight’s  great  objection  seems  to  be  founded  on  the  assumption 
that  the  law  establishes  poor-houses  in  place  of  workhouses.  The  Guardians,  by 
their  neglect,  have  made  this  conversion  of  terms  applicable  ; but  this  is  capable 
of  immediate  remedy,  without  having  resort  to  the  measure  of  separation. 

Supposing  the  law  permitted  the  Knight’s  proposition,  there  is  a point  of  some 
consideration  as  regards  the  establishment  expenses  of  the  Union  workhouse.  The. 
Poor  Law  valuation  of  Valencia  is  about  one-eighth  of  the  whole  Union ; and  as  it 
may  possibly  be  deemed  expedient  to  separate  the  Killorglin  electoral  division,  the 
valuation  would  be  reduced  from  24,866/.  to  19,881/.,  with  the  same  establishment 
expenses  to  provide  for. 

I have  not  replied  to  the  Knight’s  letter  beyond  a bare  acknowledgment,  as 
I do  not  consider  it  my  province  to  enter  into  any  controversy  on  the  merits  of 
the  law. 

Enclosure. 

The  Knight  of  Kerry  to  Colonel  Clarke  : — December  21,  1847. 

I am  glad  to  hear  both  matters  which  you  tell  me  of  confidentially.  I enclose  to  you 
a pacific  proposal  which  I offer  to  the  Poor  Law.  If  they  do  not  assent,  they  must  resolve  to 
do  evil  with  their  eyes  open.  The  greatest  injustice  is  perpetrated  against  that  island  in  all 
fiscal  matters.  Whether  through  the  Poor  Law  Guardians,  valuators,  or  Presenting  Sessions, 
the  island  representatives,  even  when  there  are  any,  are,  necessarily,  in  a small  minority — the 
tyrant  majority  always  against  us.  They  hold  still  the  mainland  and  the  island ; have  no 
common  interest : but  they  will  never  use  roads  in  the  island,  and,  therefore,  that  they  should 
have  none,  &c. 

You  will  much  oblige  me,  and  serve  our  destitute  population,  if  you  can  promote  what 
I recommend. 

I am  so  rootedly  opposed  to  the  Poor  Law,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  I bring  myself  to  meddle 
with  any  of  its  details.  I believe  you,  and  I fully  agree,  that  in  this  Union  its  administration 
has,  in  many  respects,  been  shamefully  abused.  As  another  season  of  dire  distress  now 
approaches,  I am  desirous  of  suggesting,  through  you,  some  modifications,  which  may  practi- 
cally mitigate  its  mischief,  at  least  in  one  district.  As  a basis  for  this  improvement.,  I suggest 
the  separation  of  this  particular  electoral  division  from  the  rest  of  the  Union  of  Cahirciveen. 

I do  this  upon  the  ground  of  its  being  an  island,  making  it  difficult,  especially  in  winter,  for 
die  extremely  indigent  to  reach  the  poor-house,  and  dangerous  in  case  of  sickness.  The  centre 
of  our  district  is  nine  miles  from  the  poor-house,  half  a mile  of  winch  is  water  (at  the  narrowest 
point).  A very  strong  prejudice  prevails  amongst  the  islanders  against  going  to  an  extern 
side.  do 

All  the  circumstances  of  this  district  are  very  different  from  those  which  belong  to  the  other 
electoral  divisions  of  the  Union.  Works  which  are  suitable  to  other  parts,  such  as  main  lines 
of  communication,  do  not,  in  any  respect,  interest  or  concern  this  island.  Works  can  never  be 
in  common  between  die  island  and  the  mainland.  Central  accommodation  could  be  obtained 
upon  the  island  on  very  reasonable  terms.  The  administration  to  be  on  the  strict  principles 
ot  a workhouse,  contradistinguished  to  a poor-house,  with  an  efficiency  which  will  probably 
soon  enable  it  to  support  itself.  A large  proportion  of  the  destitute  in  this  district  are  widows 
with  large  families,  whose  removal  to  a distant  poor-house  would  be  extremely  painful.  The 
active  inspection  of  the  clergy  of  both  persuasions,  as  well  ag'of  the  local  magistrate,  could  be 
ensured,  and  a considerable  moral  improvement  would  be  obtained.  The  insularity  of  the 
district  would  pn-event  it  being  brought  as  a precedent  in  other  cases.  By  localising  the 
establishment  under  the  view  of  those  who  must  pay  for  its  support,  the  greatest  economy  and 
regularity  in  its  administration  would  be  ensured.  The  greatest  distrust  prevails  amongst  the 
rate-payers  of  this  island  as  to  the  transactions  of  the  poor-house,  from  the  observation  of 
which  they  are  cut  off  by  the  sea.  If  this  very  reasonable  proposal  be  conceded  on  its  merits, 
and  on  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  I can  answer  for  lending  myself  to  a very  useful 
reformation  of  the  Poor  Law  system,  at  least  in  one  district.  I have  no  doubt  that  the  rate- 
payers would  cheerfully  submit  to  whatever  increase  of  rate  may  be  involved  in  the  proposed 
separation. 

* * * * 

You  will  observe  that  my  tender  is  for  industry  versus  idleness  j for  reproductive  and  useful 
employment  against  the  slothfulness  and  demoralization  of  the  poor-house ; the  bringing  work 
to  the  door  of  the  pauper  instead  of  sending  him  away  from  all  work,  useful  to  himself  and 
family  and  the  district,  to  systematic  indolence  in  a remote  poor-house.  I clear  my  con- 
science by  this  proposal ; the  responsibility  of  rejecting  it  must  rest  with  others. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Knight  of  Kerry  -.—December  29,1 848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  communication  of  the  21st 
instant,  addressed  to  Colonel  Clarke,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector ; and  I am 
directed  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  have  considered  your  proposal,  to  have 
the  island  of  Valencia  declared  a separate  Union : but  as  the  reasons  stated  in  your 
letter  to  Colonel  Clarke  have  reference  to  a defective  administration  of  the  law  by 
a Board  of  Guardians  now  dissolved,  they  cannot  be  considered  to  weigh  in  favour 
of  the  change  proposed. 

The  annual  value  of  the  rateable  property  in  Valencia  being  3019£,  a very  laro-e 
amount  of  rate  would  be  necessary  to  raise  the  sum  requisite  to  provide  and  sup- 
port a workhouse,  much  exceeding  the  rate  on  any  other  part  of  Ireland ; for, 
notwithstanding  the  efforts  suggested  for  making  workhouse  labour  available 
towards  its  support,  a large  surplus  expense  would  be  unavoidable. 

In  the  application  of  means  for  lessening  the  pressure  on  the  workhouse,  the 
present  position  of  Valencia  as  a separate  electoral  division  should  afford  the  same 
facilities  that  could  be  used  if  it  were  a distinct  Union ; and  every  local  exertion  to 
promote  employment  and  abate  pauperism  must,  in  the  present  as  in  the  proposed 
disposition  of  the  island,  be  equally  effectual  in  lessening  the  rates. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  continue  your  most  useful  efforts  in  pro- 
viding employment,  and  so  give  the  paid  Guardians  the  advantage  of  your  valuable 
co-operation,  and  the  law  a fair  trial,  while  administered  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  regulations  for  giving  effect  to  it. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  29,  1847. 

In  acknowledgment  of  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  I have  the  honour 
to  acquaint  you  that  my  earnest  attention  has  been  given  to  the  state  of  destitution 
in  the  island  of  Valencia,  and  the  Vice-Guardians  shall  be  desired  to  give  the 
subject  their  immediate  consideration  on  their  arrival. 

I am  happy  to  state  that  the  Society  of  Friends  have  again  come  forward  with 
their  usual  benevolence,  and  enabled  the  Knight  of  Kerry  to  continue  feeding  the 
/00  persons  on  his  list,  and  I am  affording  relief  to  460  children  attending  the 
schools ; to  which  there  has  been  no  interruption  in  that  locality. 


Observations  of  Colonel  Clarke,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  relating  to  a 
communication  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  the  Rev.  E. 
0 Sullivan,  P.P.,  on  the  distressed  state  of  the  poor  in  the  Killorglin  electoral 
division  of  the  Cahirciveeu  Union : — January  1,  1848. 

The  Inspector  has.  directed  the  relieving  officer  to  investigate  the  cases 
represented  in  the  declarations,  and  it  found  proper  persons,  and  unable  to  walk 
from  sickness  or  infirmity,  to  hire  a car  to  convev  them  to  the  workhouse,  where 
there  is  room  reserved.  It  is  expected  that  two  of  these  cases  are  those  of  persons 
possessing  land. 


•Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  1,  1848. 

, . . ^flE  delay  in  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Burtchadt  has  prevented  any  progress  in 
definitive  arrangements  for  the  operation  of  the  new  Board  of  Guardians.  I am, 
o we ver  informed  that  he  may  be  expected  this  day,  and  on  Monday,  I hope  to 
give  effect  to  those  preliminary  measures  I have  been  making  during  the  last  10 

A commodious  store  has  been  fitted  up  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  which  will 
afford  accommodation  for  120  female  children,  with  kitchen  and  schoolroom,  and 
a respectable  woman  engaged  to  superintend  the  cooking,  and  general  manage- 
ment, and  near  the  workhouse,  two  houses  as  dormitories,  for  120  boys,  who  will 
be  fed  and  taught  within  the  house  as  before,  also  a store  in  the  town,  at  25s.  per 
month  for  the  reception  of  the  supplies  from  Limerick,  of  which  I have  been 
advised. 

I have  received  200 1 as  a grant,  from  the  British  Relief  Association,  in  addition 
to  a similar  sum,  placed  at  my  disposal  for  feeding  the  children  attending  the 
schools,  but  I have  not  received  any  notffication,  if  this  sum  be  for  the  same  object 
or  if  intended,  for  the  use  of  the  Guardians,  as  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the 
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Cahirciveen  Union  21st  ultimo.  If  the  latter,  I have  to  request  your  instructions,  if  I should  pay 
this  sum  over  to  the  Guardians  in  instalments  of  50 1.  at  a time  as  a loan  from 
the  British  Relief  Association,  to  meet  incidental  expenses  of  out-door  relief  to 
the  impotent  class,  and  to  provide  bread  for  the  hospital. 

On  my  visit  to  the  workhouse  yesterday,  I was  much  struck  with  the  squalid 
appearance  of  the  inmates,  particularly  children  ; I have  had  a communication 
with  the  medical  officer  on  the  subject,  and  he  is  of  opinion  that  a change  in  the 
diet  is  absolutely  necessary.  I shall  press  on  the  Vice-Guardians  to  substitute  a 
proportion  of  bread  in  lieu  of  meal ; I attribute  the  unhealthy  appearance  of  the 
paupers  in  a great  measure  to  the  cold  wet  flooring,  of  the  whole  of  the  basement 
story,  on  which  the  schoolrooms  and  men’s  day  room  are  situate.  The  drainage 
is  so  imperfect,  that  the  flags  are  never  dry ; I have  caused  the  boards  which 
formed  the  bed  tressels  in  the  temporary  sheds,  to  be  placed  in  front  of  the  seats, 
in  the  schoolroom,  in  order  to  protect  the  naked  feet  of  the  children  from  the 
damp. 

I am  of  opinion  that  the  kitchen  should  be  separate  from  the  body  of  the  house, 
as  the  steam  from  the  boilers  pervades  the  dining-hall  to  such  a degree,  as  to 
impede  respiration  ; and  as  the  water  is  not  supplied  by  pipes,  the  wetness  of  the 
floor  is  still  further  increased.  As  it  is  in  contemplation  to  erect  a bakehouse  and 
oven,  probably  a favourable  opportunity  offers  for  attaching  a kitchen  under  the 
same  roof,  without  any  very  great  additional  expense. 

I beg  to  bring  under  your  consideration,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide 
infirmary  accommodation,  while  the  alterations  contemplated  for  that  building  are 
being  effected.  The  district  fever  hospital  is  now  on  the  point  of  being  closed  for 
want  of  funds,  the  medical  officer  having  neglected  the  necessary  measure  for 
obtaining  the  grand  jury  presentment,  at  the  last  Sessions.  I am  led  to  believe 
that  the  subscribers  are  willing  to  let  the  building  to  the  Guardians  at  a low 
rental,  and  as  there  is  no  fever  of  an  epidemic  character  now  prevailing,  I think  it 
would  be  desirable  as  a temporary  measure  of  expediency,  that  this  arrangement 
should  be  effected,  which  would  afford  the  power  of  admitting  100  additional 
paupers  into  the  workhouse,  for  some  months  to  come. 

There  is  some  difficulty  as  to  the  contract  for  supplying  the  workhouse  with 
meal,  which  will  not  expire  for  three  months.  The  contractor  states  that  he  has 
entered  into  arrangements  to  meet  the  average  demand  for  that  time,  and  that  the 
Government  grant,  if  applied  to  the  workhouse,  will  subject  him  to  a heavy 
loss. 


Reply  to  the  above : — 'January  3,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  perceive  with  satisfaction  that  additional  workhouse 
accommodation  has  been  obtained. 

As  regards  the  sum  of  200 1.  last  sent  to  you  from  the  funds  of  the  British 
Association,  I am  to  state  that  the  amount  is  to  be  considered  as  a loan  to  the 
Guardians,  and  that  it  should  be  brought  to  charge  in  the  Union  accounts  under 
the  head  of  “ other  receipts.” 

The  Commissioners  will  forward  an  extract  from  your  report,  relative  to  the 
drainage  of  the  workhouse  premises,  and  the  providing  additional  hospital  accom- 
modation, to  their  architect.  They  have  no  objection  to  the  Guardians  renting  the 
district  fever  hospital,  under  the  16th  Section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Amend- 
ment Act,  if  that  course  is  deemed  advisable. 

With  respect  to  the  contract  for  the  supply  of  meal  for  the  workhouse,  I am  to 
request  that  the  contract  may  be  forwarded  for  the  perusal  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. . 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners: — January  15,  1848. 

The  last  week  has  been  one  of  incessant  occupation,  the  Vice-Guardians 
having  sat  every  day  by  adjournment.  The  people  are  crowding  to  the  work- 
house,  which  is  now  completely  filled,  and  200  children  lodged  in  separate 
houses.  The  occupation' of  the  fever  hospital  will  afford  additional  room; 
and  I shall  accompany  the  Guardians  to  inspect  a store  at  Port  Magee,  which, 
if  at  all  answerable  for  the  purpose,  shall  be . immediately  fitted  up  for  the 
reception  of  paupers.  A difficulty  arises  as  to  finding  bedding  for  these  extra 
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buildings,  credit  being  out  of  the  question ; and  to  expend  the  produce  of  the  Cahirciveen  Union, 
present  rate  on  this  object,  would  cripple  the  exertions  of  the  Guardians  in  pro-  — 
Tiding  food  and  other  necessaries.  If  there  should  be  any  available  barrack 
stores  of  this  description  at  Cork,  Limerick,  or  Tralee,  it  would  be  a great 
relief  to  have  a supply  granted. 

There  is  a strong  objection  on  the  part  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  fall- 
ing under  the  1st  section  of  tile  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  to  be i n g 
placed  on  the  out-door  relief  lists,  all  alleging  that  they  have  no  home  to  °-o  to. 

I do  not  feel  warranted  to  advise  the  Guardians  to  a compulsory  course,  but 
all  such  persons  henceforth  presenting  themselves,  will  be  put  on  those  lists 
unless  there  shall  be  room  for  them. 

The  collection  is  now  proceeding  rather  more  satisfactorily ; all  outstanding 
cheques  have  been  discharged,  and  the  Guardians  were  enabled,  on  Thursday 
to  issue  others  in  payment  of  some  small  accounts.  I will  endeavour  to  make 
an  arrangement  with  the  larger  creditors,  to  receive  their  money  by  instal- 
ments ; and  intend  going  to  Killarney  on  Tuesday,  with  the  view  of  inducing 
Mr.  Murphy,  the  contractor  for  clothing,  to  receive  2001.  on  account,  and  to 
stay  legal  proceedings. 

I am  entreated  on  all  sides,  not  to  make  any  application  for  your  order  for 
out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  but  I fear  it  will  be  inevitable,  as  there  is  no 
absorption  of  labour  in  this  purely  pastoral  country.  I cannot,  however  but 
suppose  that  the  returh  on  the  4th  July  last,  of  10,340  destitute  individuals  not 
possessing  land,  must  be  far  beyond  the  real  fact.  I find  the  number  of  ratings 
to  the  Poor  Law  is  upwards  of  5000,  representing  25,000  individuals,  out  of  a 
population  of  30,888.  This,  however,  will  not  be  ail  exact  criterion  to  jud»e 
from,  as  parents  cannot  be  compelled  to  support  their  adult  children,  whatever 
be  the  extent  of  their  means.  The  absence  of  this  power  will,  no  doubt,  prove 
the  loophole  by  which  abuses  of  the  out-door  relief  system  will  creep  in. 

Unfortunately,  in  this  country,  charitable  or  local  funds  are  looked  upon  as 
common  property,  of  which  every  man  is  entitled  to  a share  without  reference 
to  his  circumstances.  Parents,  however  well  off,  will  have  their  adult  children 
placed  on  the  poor  lists,  and  use  every  deception  as  to  the  ages  of  the  younger 
children,  which  is  now  daily  practised  at  the  workhouse,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
higher  scale  of  diet.  I am,  therefore,  induced  to  believe  that  there  will  be  at 
least  6000  persons  on  the  out-door  relief  lists ; the  cost  of  these  for  25  weeks, 
at  the  most  moderate  calculation,  will  be  80001. ; to  raise  this  sum  from  the 
Union,  would  require  a rate  of  nearly  7s.  in  the  pound.  I have  before  had  the 
honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  opinion  that  the  levy  of  any  rate,  in  addition 
to  that  now  in  course  of  collection,  would  he  hopeless.  If  the  Guardians  can 
carry  on  the  workhouse,  with  the  auxiliary  building,  it  trill  be  the  extent  of 
their  powers. 

I am  gratified  with  the  manner  in  which  the  Vice-Guardians  have  set  about 
their  arduous  task.  Mr.  Power  has  had  considerable  experience  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Law,  and  both  gentlemen  were  inspectors  under  the  Relief 
Commission.  Mr.  Burtchaell  was  in  the  adjoining  Union  to  that  under  my 
charge,  and  well  known  to  me  by  favourable  repute ; and  I have  no  doubt, 
they  will  sustain  the  high  character  they  obtained  under  the  trying  circum- 
stances  of  the  last  year. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  19,  1848. 

Inquiry  has  been  made  of  the  Commissary-General,  as  to  whether  there 
is  any  barrack  bedding  which  could  be  obtained  for  the  workhouse  inmates. 

As  regards  the  objection  to  leave  the  workhouse,  which  you  state  exists 
amongst  such  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  as  are  entitled  to  out-door  relief, 
lam  to  request  your  attention  to  the  Commissioners’  circular  letter  of  the  18th 
instant,  as  containing  the  Commissioners’  opinion  in  respect  to  inmates  of  the 
workhouse,  who  may  get  out-door  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  10th  Vic 
c.  31.  ’’ 

The  Commissioners  trust  that,  if  you  shall  have  to  recommend  the  issue 
of  an  order  for  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  persons,  a timely  arrangement 
will  be  made  for  establishing  stone-breaking  in  stations  throughout  the  divisions, 
in  which  such  relief  may  become  necessary.;  and  they  rely  on  the  effect  which 
the  knowledge  of  the  Guardians’  preparations  for  that  object  must  have  for 
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a considerable  check  to  applications  for  relief,  and  the  limitation  of  them  to 
cases  of  actual  necessity.  At  the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  have  a full 
expectation  that  both  yourself  and  the  Vice-Guardians,  will  use  all  available 
means  of  extending  in-door  accommodation,  by  hiring  additional  buildings,  and 
making  temporary  constructions  where  practicable,  to  avert,  if  possible,  the  resort 
to  out-door  relief  for  able-bodied  persons. 

A copy  of  a letter  which  has  been  addressed  to  Boards  of  Guardians  of  other 
Unions,  in  which  an  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  has  been  issued, 
is  enclosed  herewith  for  your  information. 


The  Commissioners  to  Colonel  Clarke  : — January  21,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  report  of  the  15th  instant,  relating  to  the  Cahir- 
civeen Union,  in  which  you  advert  to  the  probability  that  the  Union  will  be 
unable  to  defray  the  cost  of  out-door  relief,  I am  directed  to  state,  that  if  you 
are  convinced,  and  are  able  to  certify,  that  every  possible  exertion  is  made  to 
collect  the  rates,  and  if  the  rates  when  collected  are  such  as  to  enable  the 
Guardians  to  maintain  able-bodied  men  and  their  families  in  the  workhouse, 
and  persons  entitled  to  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Extension  Act,  out  of  it,  the  Commissioners  will  make  application  to  the 
British  Association  for  food  to  maintain  able-bodied  persons  out  of  the  Avork- 
house. 

In  reference  to  the  Avorkhouse  inmates  who  may  receive  out-door  relief 
under  the  1st  section,  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  reminding  you  that 
they  have  full  authority  to  give  such  persons  allowances  of  such  an  amount 
as  Avill  provide  them  not  only  Avith  food,  but  likewise  Avith  lodging  and 
clothing. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  16,  1S48. 

We  beg  leave  to  report  for  your  information,  that  Ave  have  examined 
the  Avorkhouse  of  this  Union,  and  found  that  it  Avas  totally  inadequate  to 
accommodate  the  number  of  persons  applying  for  admission.  We  were,  there- 
fore, obliged  to  rent  five  houses  to  enable  us  to  shelter  and  feed  the  destitute 
creatures,  avIio  are  every  day  pressing  upon  us  in  large  numbers  for  relief ; and 
certainly,  from  their  general  appearance,  Ave  consider  them  the  most  Avretclied, 
miserable  people  we  ever  beheld,  and  Ave  are  of  opinion,  that  in  no  other  Union 
in  Ireland,  does  destitution  prevail  to  a greater  extent. 

The  inmates  of  the  house  stand  in  need  of  almost  all  necessaries  requisite  to 
support  nature ; and,  so  shamefully  have  they  been  neglected,  the  straAv  for 
their  ticks  has  not  been  changed  more  than  once,  within  the  last  six  months. 
In  fact,  there  has  been  a total  disregard  on  the  part  of  the  late  Guardians,  to 
attend  to  the  Avants  of  those  poor  people,  which  is  quite  evident  from  their 
emaciated,  Avorn-out,  and  ragged  appearance. 

The  only  food  the  adults  receive  is  Indian  meal  stirabout,  with  a small 
portion  of  rice  and  conger  eel.  The  hospital  patients  get  a very  small 
quantity  of  meat,  and  some  milk,  which  the  children  under  six  years  also 
get. 

The  dining-hall  requires  to  be  furnished  with  tables,  forms,  tins,  &c.,  &c. 
The  inmates  are.  obliged  to  be  formed  into  four  classes,  to  enable  the  master 
to  serve  them  at  each  meal,  which  causes  considerable  delay  and  inconvenience ; 
but  Ave  have  given  orders  for  a supply  of  the  required  articles,  to  remedy 
this  evil. 

The  master  has  reported  that  property  has  been  from  time  to  time,  conveyed 
away  by  the  paupers  through  the  lower  windows,  which  are  quite  insecure ; 
and  there  are  no  less  than  370  broken  panes  of  glass  in  the  house.  The  damp 
of  the  underground  apartments,  and  also  in  the  yards,  is  sufficient  to  cause 
disease ; and  the  portion  of  the  Avails  partially  built  round  the  house,  is  not 
sufficiently  high  to  prevent  the  paupers  from  having  ingress  or  egress  at  option. 
No  fence  walls  have  been  erected,  enclosing  the  land  attached  to  the  house, 
nor  have  the  paupers  been  employed  in  any  way  whatever,  in  the  cultivation 
of  it  from  the  commencement,  until  within  a few  days,  Avhen  we  procured 
implements  and  set  them  to  work  in  repairing  the  approach  to  the  house,  and 
cleaning  up  the  yards. 
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The  rate  struck  by  the  late  Guardians  amounts  to  3,578/.  13s.  7d.,  and  is  in  Cahirciveen  Union, 
progress  of  being  collected.  There  is  at  this  moment,  an  execution  against  the 
house  for  458/.,  with  costs;  and  proceedings  have  been  taken  by  the  late 
master  and  matron,  for  the  recovery  of  their  salary.  Some  of  the  present  officers 
are  claiming  their  salary,  not  having  received  any  portion  of  it  since  their 
appointment. 

We  beg  further  to  add,  that  for  the  last  week,  we  have  met  from  day  to  day 
for  the  despatch  of  business,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  matters  are  on  a 
better  footing  in  the  Union ; and  we  are  happy  to  say,  that  up  to  the  present, 
we  have  been  able  to  give  relief  to  all  the  applicants  that  came  before  us. 

In  conclusion,  we  feel  great  pleasure  in  stating  how  much  we  are  indebted 
to  Colonel  Clarke  for  his  kindness  and  zealous  co-operation,  since  our  arrival 
here. 


Reply  to  the  above: — Januaiy  21,  184S. 

Your  proceedings  appear  to  be  conducted  with  an  activity  and  atten- 
tion to  the  more  urgent  wants  of  the  destitute  poor,  which  must  be  considered  very 
satisfactory. 

The  Commissioners  find  it  necessary  at  present,  to  direct  your  attention  to 
the  consideration  of  the  best  means  of  removing  the  cause  of  damp  from  the 
basement  portion  of  the  workhouse,  by  employing  the  able-bodied  inmates  in 
cutting  deep  drains  from  it  through  the  site. 

The  Commisssoners  also  recommend,  that  some  arrangement  be  at  once 
made  to  stay  the  execution  for  458/.,  which  one  of  the  creditors  has  obtained. 
In  reference  to  this  and  other  debts,  it  may  be  useful  to  suggest  a composition 
with  the  creditors,  for  payment  of  part  out  of  the  present  rate,  and  the 
remainder  out  of  the  rate  next  to  be  levied.  This  course  has  been  readily 
agreed  to  in  another  Union,  for  which  the  Commissioners  have  had  to  appoint 
Vice-Guardians. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  17,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  relative  to 
the  proposed  appointment  of  additional  relieving  officers  for  Prior,  Killorglin,  and 
Glencar  electoral  divisions,  I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
grounds  which  induced  me  to  recommend  that  course. 

The  electoral  division  of  Dromod,  to  which  Prior  is  now  attached,  is  the 
most  extensive  of  any  in  the  Union,  being  estimated  at  50,702  acres,  with  a 
scattered  population  of  5247,  while  the  Poor  Law  valuation  is  only  about  15s.  to 
each  individual ; consequently  there  is  great  poverty,  and  I think  sufficient  occu- 
pation for  one  individual;  at  the  same  time,  as  Valencia  is  now  separated  from 
Killinane,  the  relieving  officer  for  the  latter  should  also  take  charge  of  Prior, 
which,  combined,  will  form  a compact  relief  district  of  38,666  acres,  with  a 
population  of  6892. 

The  recommendation  of  separating  Killorglin  and  Glencar  from  Glenbeigh, 
arises  from  circumstances  of  a different  character.  On  the  25th  November  last, 
the  Rev.  Eugene  O’Sullivan,  P.P.  of  Killorglin,  presented  himself  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  represented  the  state  of  destitution  to  be  such 
that  if  relief  were  not  given,  many  would  die  of  starvation  within  24  hours.  At 
my  urgent  request  the  Guardians  desired  the  relieving  officer  to  proceed  imme- 
diately, and  to  exercise  the  discretionary  power  conferred  by  the  7th  Section  of 
the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Aet,  in  such  urgent  cases  as  represented  by  Mr. 
O’Sullivan.  On  the  following  Thursday,  it  appeared  that  he  had  given  out  2556 
lbs.  of  meal  to  individuals  whose  cases  he  had  not  investigated,  not  one  of  whom 
would  come  into  the  workhouse.  He  admits  he  did  wrong,  but  urges  that  he  was 
ordered  to  do  so  by  Father  O’Sullivan.  I think  it,  therefore,  highly  desirable 
that  a man  possessing  sufficient  moral  courage  to  act  upon  his  own  judgment  and 
responsibility,  should  be  appointed  for  Killorglin,  to  which  Glencar  might  be 
added,  in  order  to  equalize  the  districts. 
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Cahiroiveen  Union.  Reply  to  tlie  foregoing: — January  20,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  sanction  the  proposed  change  of 
relieving  officers’  districts,  and  appointment  of  additional  officers,  when  carried 
into  effect  by  the  Vice-Guardians. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  22,  1S48. 

As  the  Vice-Guardians  now  sit  daily,  my  reports  will  be  an  epitome  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  past  week,  rather  than  of  any  particular  meeting. 

On  Thursday  last  the  number  of  applicants  for  admission  to  the  workhouse 
exceeded  every  power  of  accommodation,  and  the  Guardians  were  at  length  com- 
pelled to  commence  a general  system  of  out-door  relief  to  the  widows  and  impotent. 
Upwards  of  70  individuals  were  transferred  to  the  out-door  relief  list  at  their  own 
desire,  the  relieving  officers  being  present,  and  inserting  their  names  on  their  lists, 
and  receiving  money  for  their  support ; this  being  done  in  my  own  presence,  there 
cannot  possibly  be  any  mistake  or  misapprehension.  I am  in  hope  of  bein°-  able 
to  defer  the  extension  of  this  to  the  able-bodied  for  some  weeks. 

The  want  of  clothing  is  a most  serious  evil ; there  are  now  upwards  of  400 
persons  who  are  in  probationary  wards,  and  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  interior 
of  the  house  on  account  of  filth  and  vermin.  I have  directed  the  master  to  let  all 
those  who  came  into  the  house  with  decent  clothes  have  them  to  wear,  giving  those 
more  in  want,  the  workhouse  clothing;  but  these  are  very  few  in  number,  I felt 
the  importance  of  getting  a supply  so  great,  that  I went  to  Killarney  to  ascertain 
if  I could  make  any  arrangement  with  the  contractor,  and  I am  happy  to  report 
to  you  that  he  has _ consented  not  to  proceed  to  execution  upon  his  action,  on  the 
condition  of  receiving  200?.  on  account,  and  that  the  Guardians  will  engage  to  pay 
the  remainder  by  instalments  from  the  present  rate  as  it  shall  be  collected.  He 
will  moreover  supply  immediately,  upon  the  usual  credit,  150  complete  suits  of 
clothing  for  each  sex,  to  be  delivered  50  suits  each  week,  and  on  lower  terms  than 
before.  I endeavoured  by  every  possible  argument  to  induce  him  to  accept  half  of 
his  claim  from  the  present  rate,  and  the  balance  from  the  next  that  should  be 
struck ; but  he  declined  doing  so  on  the  ground  that  his  claim  is  of  longer  standing 
than  that  of  any  other  creditor,  having  never  received  any  sum  on  account,  and 
that  the  late  Guardians,  after  running  up  along  bill,  took  no  further  notice  of 
him,  but  purchased  what  they  required  from  other  parties.  I think  he  has  reason 
in  what  he  states,  and  I trust  the  proposed  arrangement  will  meet  your  approba- 
tion. I have  400  strong  calico  bags  which  will  make  200  good  petticoats  for  the 
girls,  which  are  being  made  in  the  school. 

I anticipated  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  recommendation  as  to  procuring  the  felt  for 
covering  the  temporary  sheds,  which  will  arrive  to-morrow ; the  printed  instruc- 
tions will  enable  the  workmen  of  the  country  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  task. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  varies  much  in  different  localities.  In  Killorglin 
more  than  two-thirds  has  been  collected;  but  in  Dromod  it  is  very  unsatis- 
factory, being  only  73/.  out  of  upwards  of  600/.  The  collector  informs  me  that 
he  experiences  the  greatest  difficult}'.  There  have  been  two  cases  of  rescue,  on 
which  he  has  sworn  informations,  and  he  has  justices’  warrants  against  other 
parties,  but  fears  to  distrain  without  the  assistauce  of  the  police,  which  cannot  at 
present  be  given,  the  greater  part  of  the  force  having  marched  for  the  county 
Limerick. 

In  Killemanagh  a forged  notice  was  posted,  purporting  to  be  signed  by  the 
clerk  of  the  Union,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  would  proceed  to  levy  a rate  of  9s.  6 d. 
in  the  pound.  The  intention  is  evidently  to  create  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the  rate- 
payers, and  to  impede  the  collection  of  the  present  rate.  1 have  directed  the  clerk 
to  issue  a notice  that  I will  give  a reward  of  51.  to  any  person  who  may  give  such 
information  as  may  lead  to  the  conviction  of  the  guilty  party. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  26,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  see  no  objection  to  the  arrangement  which  you  have 
made  with  regard  to  the  settlement  of  the  account  of  the  contractor  for  cloihing. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Colonel  Clarke  : — January  29,  1848. 

I am  to  request  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  extract  from  a communica- 
tion from  Mr.  Maurice  O’Connell,  M.P.,  which  has  been  referred  to  the  Commis- 
sioners from  the  Under  Secretary’s  office,  relative  to  the  neglect  of  a relieving 
officer  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  abuses  in  administering  out-door  relief  in 
Cahirciveen  Union . 


Enclosuke. 

Mr.  Maurice  O’Conneil  to  Mr.  Redington  : — January  20,  1848. 

I had  this  honour  on  the  ISth.  On  this  day  I have  had  a letter  from  Captain  Om- 
mannev,  stating  that  he  would  probably  be  here  on  Monday  next  to  visit  this  district.  I should 
be  sorrv  to  prejudge  him,  or  prejudice  the  cause  of  any  man  with  his  superior  oflicers  without 
giving  him  every  chance : and  1 would,  therefore,  pray  that  no  decision  may  be  come  to  on 
that  part  of  my  letter  concerning  Am,  until  opportunity  has  been  afforded  of  judging  of  what  his 
presence  will  effect  in  this  quarter.  I trust  he  will  find  time  for  the  future  to  visit  this  district 
regularly;  but  I despair  of  having  anything  substantial  done  for  this  district  until  it  is  taken 
from  the  Kenmare  and  affixed  to  the  Cahirciveen  Union ; and  I would  earnestly  pray  the 
attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the.  part  of  my  letter  bearing  thereon. 

This  day  the  approaches  to  my  farm-yard  and  offices  were  thronged  with  near  100  poor 
persons.  Their  statement  was,  that  they  had  been  directed  to  muster  here  for  inspection  by 
the  relieving  officer,  who  would  be  here  at  noon.  They  spent  the  day  here,  .and  have  onlyjust 
retired,  having  impeded  the  operations  of  my  people  during  the  day,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
spectacle  presented,  or  the  chances  of  infection,  &c.  The  relieving  officer,  so  called,  did  not 
make  his  appearance  at  all.  He  certainly  had  no  right  to  make  my  offices  his  place  of  pauper 
rendezvous  without  even  informing  me  thereof ; but  if  the  creatures  took  anything  by  the  motion, 
I of  course  would  waive  objections,  but  keeping  them-all  day  standing  fruitlessly,  with  the  ther- 
mometer at  the  freezing  point,  is  rather  what  seamen  call  “ hard  lives.” 

If  this  out-door  relief  is  intended  to  be  efficient, — if  the  meaning  of  the  Act  is  to  be  carried 
out, — the  staff'  must  be  changed  in  this  quarter.  At  present  it  is  a mockery ; one  case  will 
suffice  for  a specimen.  The  relieving  officer,  Mr.  Jermyn,  takes  candidates  for  out-door  relief 
on  the  faith  of  a person  named  John  Moran,  clerk  to  the  parish  priest.  Moran  puts  in  the 
names  of  all  his  own  family, — sons,  daughters,  and  sons-in-law.  One  of  these  sons-in-law,  by 
the  name  of  Coffee,  lives  on  my  land.  He  has  a good  house,  for  building  which  his  father  was. 
allowed  the  full  value,  certainly  over  ten  acres  of  land,  besides  mountain  pasture ; is  an  able- 
bodied  man,  a good  quarryman,  and  could  earn  from  7s.  to  10s.  per  week  as  such ; has  two- 
cows,  &c.,  &c. ; yet  tins  fellow  is  on  the  out-door  relief  list,  has  been  so  from  the  commence- 
ment— he  and  all  his  family  receiving  rations : of  course  he  won’t  work.  This  is  but  a solitary 
case,  but  is  a type  of  how  the  great  majority  of  those  receiving  out-door  relief  in  this  division, 
are  circumstanced. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  29,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  to  you  that  affairs  are  proceeding  in  this 
Union  in  a more  satisfactory  manner  than  might  have  been  expected.  There  is  a 
great  mass  of  destitution,  yet  I hope  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  may  be 
deferred  for  a few  weeks  longer.  I believe  that  the  Vice-Guardians  have  pushed 
the  principle  of  taking  buildings  as  auxiliary  to  the  workhouse  as  far  as  it  can  be 
carried  with  advantage.  There  are  now  upwards  of  1100  receiving  in-door  relief. 
I have  not  yet  a return  of  the  out-door  lists,  which  are  very  heavy, — and  I have 
no  doubt  that  many  individuals  are  borne  upon  them  who,  strictly  speaking,  should 
not  be  ; but  I think  it  better  to  give  some  small  latitude  to  sickly  and  weak,  persons 
than  to  open  the  flood  gates  to  the  able-bodied. 

I am  most  desirous  that  the  clerk  of  works  should  be  here  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible,  as  no  person  can  be  found  capable  of  putting  the  patent  felt  on  the 
temporary  sheds.  • 


Reply  to  the  above  : — February  2,  1848. 

Mr.  Wilkinson’s  attention  has  been  drawn  to  your  request  with  respect 
to  the  clerk  of  the  works,  to  he  despatched  to  Cahirciveen. 

With  a view  to  enable  the  Vice-Guardians  to  relieve  the  workhouse  of  ^ some  of 
its  present  inmates,  the  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the  issue  of  an 
order  authorizing  them  to  afford  out-door  relief  to  widows  with  one  child,  and  to 
children,  both  of  whose  parents  are  dead. 


Cahircivoen  [Union. 
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Colonel  Clarke  to  tlie  Commissioners  : — February  5,  1848. 

I have  much  gratification  in  being  able  to  report  to  you  that  I do  not  yet 
feel  myself  called  upon  to  recommend  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied.  To  avoid 
this  has  been  the  more  difficult  on  account  of  it  having  been  resorted  to  in  the 
adjoining  Unions  ; but  \ have  impressed  so  strongly  on  the  ratepayers  that  such  a 
measure  would  press  most  heavily  upon  them,  that  I believe  a healthy  spirit  has 
been  roused  ; and  that  there  will  not  be  that  wholesale  trade  of  imposition  prac- 
tised which  prevailed  during  the  last  and  preceding  years : at  the  same.time  it  must 
be  admitted  that  there  is  much  distress  and  misery  amongst  the  small  landholders, 
who  will  not  give  up  possession ; and  it  is  this  class  that  is  alluded  to  in  the  various 
representations  made  respecting  the  island  of  Valencia. 

The  number  now  receiving  in-door  relief  exceeds  1200.  There  are  200  female 
children  lodged  in  two  convenient  houses  close  to  the  town  (but  separated  by  a 
branch  of  the  harbour),  where  they  sleep  and  are  fed  under  the  care  of  a super- 
intendent and  the  schoolmistress.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  workhouse  a 
house  is  appropriated  solely  for  nurses  and  infants : this  is  a great  relief  to  the 
workhouse,  as  this  class  is  always  most  difficult  of  management.  About  350  men 
and  boys  occupy  other  houses  near  the  workhouse  as  dormitories  only.  By  these 
means  the  Vice- Guardians  have  been  able  to  treble  the  in-door  relief ; and  as  soon 
as  the  sheds  shall  be  made  habitable  120  more  may  be  admitted. 

The  great  evil  is  the  want  of  clothing.  I had  made  arrangements  for  the  imme- 
diate supply  of  300  suits,  but  it  appears  the  contract  had  expired,  and  the  Guar- 
dians did  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  sanction  what  I had  done,  but  have 
advertised  for  tenders.  I am  sorry  for  this  delay,  but  believe  they  have  acted  in 
strict  accordance  with  your  instructions. 

Somewhat  more  than  one-third  of  the  3s.  rate  has  been  collected,  and  many  of 
the  highest  ratepayers  have  promised  payment  immediately  after  the  fair,  which 
takes  place  next  week. 

An  application  has  been  made  by  the  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  of  Glenbeigh 
for  a medical  officer,  recommending  the  appointment  of  his  brother.  It  appeared 
to  me  very  objectionable  to  place  the  whole  operations  of  relief  under  the  control 
of  one  family — the  one  brother  having  the  entire  patronage  of  four  national  schools, 
in  which  740  children  are  fed,  the  other  being  the  relieving  officer;  and  it  was 
not  shown  satisfactorily  that  sickness  to  any  extraordinary  extent  was  prevalent. 
The  Vice-Guardians  did  not,  therefore,  feel  themselves  under  the  necessity  of 
applying  to  ybu  under  the  5th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act, 
which  was  communicated  to  the  reverend  gentleman,  on  which  he  wrote  to  the 
Vice-Guardians,  saying  that  the  people  were  dying  almost  daily  of  disease  and 
starvation ; and  though  he  ielt  bound  in  conscience  to  mention  these  things,  that, 
of  course,  the  Guardians  would  not  notice  them.  I hud  the  relieving  officer  before 
me  on  Thursday,  when  one  of  the  clergy  of  this  parish  and  many  other  persons 
were  present,  and  examined  him  closely  as  to  whether  any  person  had  died  during 
the  last  three  weeks,  after  applying  to  him  for  relief ; — if  so,  had  he  refused  relief; 
and  on  what  grounds ; and  whether  the  Guardians  had  supplied  him  with  the 
means  of  relieving  all  cases  of  sudden  emergency.  He  fully  admitted  that  he  had 
no  knowledge  of  any  such  cases ; that  he  must  have  known  of  them  had  they 
occurred  ; and  that  he  had  money  at  command.  I was  glad,  of  an  opportunity  of 
giving  so  complete  a negative  to  a grave  charge — affecting  not  only  my  own 
character,  but  that  of  gentlernen  who  are  unceasing  in  their  endeavours  to  perform 
their  arduous  duties  conscientiously. 

The  ratepayers  generally  are  very  desirous  that  relieving  officers  should  be 
appointed  for  each  electoral  division.  I think  this  might  be  done-  as  a temporary 
measure  under  the  present  pressure.  The  electoral  divisions  of  Caher  and  Killi- 
nane  are  at  present  combined ; the  population  is  about  10,000,  and  the  area  46,000 
acres,  embracing  the  most  destitute  part  of  the  Union  ; and  though  I recommended 
Prior  and  Kullemenagh  to  be  united,  which,  in  appearance  on  the  map,  form  a very 
compact  district,  I find  the  communication  is  intercepted  by  a range  of  mountains, 
is  always  difficult,  and  often  impracticable.  I think  it  would  therefore  be  desirable 
to  appoint  temporary  relieving  officers  for  Killinane  and  Prior. 

I have  great  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  master  and 
matron  ol  the  workhouse  have  conducted  their  duties  under  no  ordinary  difficulties. 
The  house  is  kept  beautifully  clean  throughout,  and,  comparatively  speaking,  there 
are  few  disorderly  or  refractory  cases..  . JL felt. it  so. necessary  to  make  a prompt 
example  of  any  that  might  arise,  that  last  week  I had  three  tailors  brought  before 
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the  court  of  petty  sessions  for  refusing  to  work,  who  were  sentenced  to  a month’s  Cahirciveen  Union, 
imprisonment,  with  hard  labour. 

The  deaths  in  the  infirmary  have  been  few — the  last  week  only  nine.  I am  in- 
formed that  at  this  period  of  last  year  from  20  to  30  died  weekly,  when  the  inmates 
of  the  house  only  averaged  about  350.  I think,  considering  the  character  of 
extreme  destitution  which  has  always  been  attached  to  this  Union,  that  the  facts  of 
no  out-door  relief  having  been  required  until  within  the  last  fortnight,  and  that 
out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  is  not  yet  absolutely  necessary,  show  that  the 
benefits  I anticipated  from  the  dissolution  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  were  not 
overrated. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — February  8,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  take  into  their  con- 
sideration the  re-construction  of  the  relief  districts,  as  you  suggest. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  communicate 
on  the  subject  with  the  Vice-Guardians,  in  order  that  they  may  record  on  the 
minutes  of  their  proceedings  at  their  next  meeting  the  arrangement  which  they 
may  propose  to  make. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners: — February  10,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  to  you  that  at  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  which  took  place  this  day,  tenders  were  put  in  for  the  supply  of 
clothing  and  bedding,  which  will  relieve  the  most  pressing  necessity. 

The  clerk  of  works  has  arrived,  and  will  proceed  immediately  to  making  the 
temporary  sheds  habitable,  and  erecting  the  boundary  wall.  It  is  desirable  that  I 
should  know  the  exact  sum  that  remains  from  the  building  loan,  in  order  to  regulate 
the  expenditure  accordingly. 

I am  gratified  in  being  able  to  state  that  there  is  a manifest  improvement  in  the 
appearance  of  the  paupers  generally,  and  most  particularly  with  the  children  ; and 
when  they  shall  be  clothed  it  will  make  a very  great  improvement  in  their  condition. 
There  were  this  day  1241  in  the  workhouse  and  auxiliary  buildings ; of  these  155 
were  in  hospital,  not  a very  great  proportion,  considering  the  condition  of  those 
who  came  into  the  house.  Deaths  are  very  few,  and  from  what  I can  learn,  malig- 
nant disease  was  never  less  known  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

There  is  much  importunity  for  relief  by  those  who  will  not  go  into  the  work- 
house  ; but  there  is  no  turbulence  nor  disorder,  and  I believe  the  determined  attitude 
assumed  by  the  Guardians  has  been  mainly  instrumental  in  producing  that  effect. 
About  6000  individuals,  including  those  in  the  schools,  are  now  Jed  with  the 
greatest  order  and  regularity  ; and  I believe  few  now  remain  who  can  be  relieved 
under  the  Poor  Law ; but  the  lists  will  increase  weekly  by  the  addition  of  those 
whom  circumstances  will  oblige  to  give  up  their  land. 
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Rathkeale  Union. 


RATHKEALE  UNION. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Maxwell  : — December  7,  184 7. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a letter  which  they  have  received  from  the  clerk  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Rathkeale  Union,  reporting  a resolution  of  the  Guardians, 
urging  the  necessity  of  authorizing  the  administration  of  out-door  relief  to  the 
able-bodied  poor  in  that  Union ; I am  also  to  forward  for  your  information,  a 
form  of  an  Order  which  they  are  about  to  issue  to  the  Rathkeale  Union  previous 
to  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  on  Friday  next,  and  I am  to  request  that  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  proceed  to  Rathkeale,  and  inquire  and  report  to  the 
Commissioners,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  as  to  whether  it  is  or  is  not 
advisable  to  issue  a further  Order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
men  in  Rathkeale  Union. 


Enclosures. 

I. 

Mr.  Hall,  Clerk  to  the  Guardians,  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  4,  1847. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Rathkeale  Union  on  yesterday,  the  3rd 
instant,  it.  was  resolved, — ' 

That  we  find  from  our  own  knowledge,  and  from  the  information  of  our  relieving  officers, 
that  large  masses  of  the  labouring  poor  in  this  Union  are  in  the  most  destitute  state,  living 
solely  on  turnips,  without  work  of  any  kind. 

That  our  workhouse  is  unable  to  contain  anything  like  the  number *of  destitute  persons  who 
seek  for  admission,  and  that  although  we  are  preparing  an  old  building  to  enable  us  to  accom- 
modate 500  more  paupers,  it  cannot  be  got  ready  in  less  than  a month. 

I hat  under  these  circumstances  we  again  apply  to  the  Commissioners  to  authorize  us  to  give 
out-door  relief  to  those  destitute  persons  who  haive  no  food,  and  no  employment  to  earn  it, 
until  we  can  find  room  in  our  workhouse  to  sustain. 

That  we  make  this  request  with  the  greatest  unwillingness  after  the  refusal  lately  sent  us 
liom  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  we  suggest  that  if  the  Commissioners  will  not  permit 
us  to  give  full  rations,  that  they  will  allow  us  to  give  those  destitute  persons  half  rations,  to 
save  them  from  the  effects  of  living  on  turnips  alone. 

• Thai  °Ur  chairman  yequested  to  send  these  resolutions  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
in  the  hope  of  their  permitting  us  to  grant  this  proportion  of  relief,  which  with  what  turnips 
they  can  obtain  may  for  a time  sustain  life. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Hall,  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  ‘.—December  9,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
in  Irelaud,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  reporting  a resolution 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Rathkeale  Union  on  the  3rd  instant,  in  which  they  request  the 
Commissioners  to  authorise  them  to  grant  out-door  relief  to  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

In  reference  thereto,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  issued  an  Order  under 
section  2 of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  authorizing  the  administration  of  out-door 
relief  to  other  classes  than  those  specified  in  the  1st  section  of  that  Act:  a copy  of  the  Order 
was  transmitted  by  last  night’s  post. 

The  Guardians  will  observe  that  the  relief  authorized  by  the  Order  is  limited  to  relief  in 
food  to  destitute  widows,  with  one  child  dependent  on  them,  respectively,  to  destitute  children 
whose  parents  are  dead,  and  to  destitute  able-bodied  men,  of  whose  families  one  or  more 
members  dependent  on  them  are  affected  by  severe  illness  or  serious  accident ; and  the  Com- 
missioners desire  to  impress  on  the  Guardians  the  necessity  of  their  administering  relief  under 
this  Order  strictly  to  the  classes  therein  specified,  and  in  the  mode  prescribed. 

The  Commissioners  have  requested  their  Temporary  Inspector,  Mr.  Maxwell,  to  visit  the 
Union  with  special  reference  to  this  subject,  and  on  receiving  his  report  the  Commissioners 
will,  if  necessary,  address  the  Guardians  further. 
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Rathkeale  Union. 

To  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the  Rathkeale  Union  ; to  the  Clerk  or  Clerks  to  the 
Justices  of  the  Petty  Sessions,  held  for  the  Division  or  Divisions  in  which  the  Town- 
lands  and  Places  comprised  within  the  said  Union  are  situated,  and  to  all  others 
whom  it  may  concern. 

Whereas  it  has  been  shown  to  our  satisfaction,  that,  by  reason  of  the  want  of  room  in  the 
workhouse  of  the  Rathkeale  Union,  adequate  relief  cannot  be  afforded  to  destitute  poor  persons, 
beina  widows  with  one  child  dependant  on  them  respectively ; or  to  destitute  poor  persons, 
being  children  whose  parents  are  both  dead  ; or  to  destitute  poor  persons  being  able-bodied 
men,  one  or  more  members  of  whose  families  dependent  on  them  for  support  are  affected  by 
severe  sickness  or  serious  accident : 

Now,  therefore,  we,  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  I oor  in 
Ireland’,  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  the  Guardians  of  the  said  Union,  for  the  period  of 
one  month  from  the  date  of  this  order,  to  administer  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  in  food  to  such 
destitute  persons  as  aforesaid,  being  widows  with  one  child  dependent  on  them  respectively ; 
or  being  children  whose  parents  are  both  dead;  or  being  able-bodied  men,  one  or  more 
members  of  whose  families  dependent  on  them  for  support  are  affected  by  severe  sickness  or 
serious  accident.  . 

Sealed  with  our  seal,  this  eighth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

(Signed)  E.  T.  B.  Twisleton. 

(Countersigned)  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners: — December  10,  1847. 

In  compliance  with  your  communication  of  7th  December,  1847, 1 pro- 
ceeded to  Rathkeale,  and  made  every  inquiry  in  my  power  into  the  state  of 
that  Union.  I am  informed  that  the  distress  is  beginning  to  be  severely  felt 
very  generally ; that  the  supply  of  food  of  the  poorer  classes  is  now  nearly 
exhausted,  and  that  the  employment  formerly  given  is  now  withheld  from  the 
labouring  classes.  I therefore  think  that  it  will  be  advisable  to  authorize  out- 
door relief  to  the  able-bodied,  but  would  suggest  that  the  Guardians  be  first 
compelled  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  carry  out  the  labour  test. 

I find  that  the  workhouse  is  full;  the  Guardians  are  preparing  a large 
building  in  the  town  to  contain  500  persons,  this  house  will  be  ready  in  about 
three  weeks.  There  is  another  house  available,  I am  informed,  which  would 
accommodate  about  100  more.  The  idiot  wards  would  contain  from  20  to  30, 
there  are  five  inmates  at  present  in  them.  The  infirmary,  which  is  now  entirely 
vacant,  is  calculated  to  contain  200  persons. 


Reply  to  the  above  -.—December  18,  1847- 

I am  to  forward  for  your  information,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter 
which  the  Commissioners  have  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  relative 
to  the  administration  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied. 

Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  : — December  16,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Rathkeale  Union  on  the 
3rd  instant,  on  the  subject  of  out-door  relief,  and  to  the  Commissioners  letter  to  you  in  reply, 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  ot  the  roor  m 
Ireland,  to  state  that,  they  have  received  Mr.  Maxwell’s  report;  and  1 am  to  forward  herewith, 
for  the  information  of  the  Guardians,  a copy  of  an  order  which  they  have  issued  m another 
Union,  authorizing  out-door  relief  under  Section  2 of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  to 
the  able-bodied.  . . . , . . 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  if  the  Guardians  are  of  opinion  that  the  issuing  ot  an 
order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  is  absolutely  required,  the  Commissioners 
will  not  object  to  issue  an  order  accordingly.  But  the  Guardians  should  make  preparation 
beforehand  for  acting  on  it,  as  otherwise  the  Commissioners  are  afraid  that  the  same  abuses 
mio-ht  arise  which  are  known  to  have  been  in  operation  in  Newcastle  Union  during  the  period 
subsequent  to  the  first  issuing  of  the  order  to  the  Newcastle  Guardians. 

The  Commissioners,  however,  are  still  not  without  hope  that  the  Guardians  may  by  great 
exertions  be  enabled  to  dispense  with  the  issuing  of  the  order  in  the  Rathkeale  Union  at  the 
present  time. 
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Rathkeale  Union. 

Westport  Union. 


Order  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Letter. 


To  the  Paid  Officers  acting  in  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 
Westport  Union;  to  the  Clerk  and  other  Officers  of  the  said  Union;  and  to  all  other 
persons  whom  it  may  concern. 

Whereas  it  has  been  shown  to  our  satisfaction,  that  by  reason  of  the  want  of  room  in  the 
workhouse  of  the  said  Union,  adequate  relief  cannot  he  afforded  therein  to  destitute  poor  per- 
sons not.  being  persons  permanently  disabled,  or  destitute  poor  persons  disabled  by  sickness  or 
accident,  or  destitute  poor  widows  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent  on  them 
and  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  and  empower  the  paid  officers  acting  in  execution  of  the  duties 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  said  Union  to  administer  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  such 
destitute  poor  persons,  for  a limited  time  as  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Now,  therefore,  we,  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland,  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  the  said  paid  officers  to  administer  relief  out  of  the 
workhouse,  in  food,  to  destitute  poor  persons  not  being  persons  permanently  disabled  from 
labour  by  reason  of  old  age,  infirmity,  or  bodily  or  mental  defect,  and  not  being  persons  disa- 
bled from  labour  by  reason  of  severe  sickness  or  serious  accident,  and  thereby  deprived  of  the 
means  of  earning  a subsistence  for  themselves  and  their  families,  whom  they  are  liable  by  law 
to  maintain,  and  not  being  poor  widows,  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent  on 
them,  for  two  months  next  ensuing  after  the  date  of  this  order. 

. 4nd  we  do  hercby  make  llle  following  rules  and  regulations  as  to  the  granting,  ordering  and 
giving  of  relief  to  all  persons  who  shall  be  relieved  by  the  said  paid  officers,  under  the 
authority  of  this  order,  that  is  to  say : — 

1.  Every  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this  order  shall  be  relieved  in  food 
only,  and  such  food  shall,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  be  cooked  food. 

2.  Every  able-bodied  male  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this  order  shall  so 

far  as  is  practicable,  be  set  to  perform  a task  of  work  during  eight  hours  at  least  of 
every  day  for  which  he  receives  such  relief. 

3;  No  able-bodied  person  who  shall  be  in  employment,  nor  any  part  of  his  or  her 
family,  shall  receive  relief  as  a destitute  person  under  the  authority  of  this  order. 

And  for  the  more  effectual  administration  of  relief  under  this  order,  we  do  hereby  authorize 
and  direct  the  said  paid  officers  to  appoint  so  many  relieving  officers  as  shall  be  found  sufficient 
irom  time  to  time,  to  superintend  the  labour  of  such  persons  as  shall  be  set  to  work  in 
pursuance  of  the  regulations  in  this  order  contained,  and  otheiwise  to  assist  in  the  administra- 
tion of  relief  under  this  order,  as  the  said  paid  officers,  subject  to  our  approval,  shall  direct. 

Sealed  with  our  seal,  this  seventh  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-seven. 

(Signed)  E.  T.  B.  Twisleton. 

T.  N.  Redington. 


Mr.  Hall,  Clerk  to  the  Guardians,  to  the  Commissioners  - 
December  18,  1847. 

,AT.1tI,e„Te.tirlS  °f  tte  Board  of  Guardians  of  Rathkeale  Union  on 
yesterday,  the  17th  instant  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  in  reference  to  the 
Resolution  of  the  Board  on  the  3rd  instant,  on  the  subject  of  out-relief  being  read, 
refolded  — ^ he  C0Py  °f  the  out"rellef order  issued  Westport  Unioufit  was 

„ "i,vf  f b,f°re,  iCaI,h  s?  the  Commissioners  to  issue  an  order  for  general  out- 
„ J (r;  l0.  “e.  aMe-bodied,  we  consider  it  advisable  to  ascertain  how  £r  the  order 
..  Jr  n . mste?t  for  S>™8  ™t-relief  to  certain  additional  classes,  which  has 

„ “I  a very  short  period  m operation,  will  be  effective  in  relieving  the  exist- 

mg  destitution  of  the  labouring  classes.” 


The  Lt1,S/TE,AGciE  t0  Co™SSI°™»s— Proposed  Annexation  of  certain 

lownlanas  to  Shanagolden  Electoral  Division: — November  18,  1847. 

tohrJ,,^,"  ty*6.  mc“lers  of  Shanagolden  Relief  Committee 
thp  i } ^ .eonsideration  the  present  divisions  of  our  neighbourhood  into 
arising  1V1®10°S  °f  Shanagolden  and  Loughill.  The  inconveniences 

fph  lmt  • a,  e mode  in  which  these  districts  are  partitioned  have  long  been 
Pnr,  Ce-  he  1i1S°ductl0n  of  out'door  reHef  are  greatly  increased.  The  whole 
and  not  wH?  T°n  °vie  eam,ern.  part.s  of  the  Loughill  Strict  is  with  Shanagolden 
Loughill.  The  identity  of  property,  of  ecclesiastical  government. 
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and  of  vicinage  between  Sbanagolden  and  many  townlands  now  united  with  Rathkeale  Union. 
Loughill,  is  so  obvious  as  to  require  no  argument  beyond  the  mere  recital. 

The  facilities  of  obtaining  the  allowances  required  and  granted  for  the  relief  of 
the  old  and  sick — the  local  knowledge  required  for  the  relieving  officers  and  for 
the  Guardians  is  lessened  or  rendered  unattainable  by  the  present  geographical 
division ; above  all,  by  the  partition  of  properties,  the  bond  of  private  interest, 
which  ought  to  induce  the  inheritors  of  land  to  invest  capital  for  the  improvement 
of  their  estates  and  the  employment  of  their  people,  is  severed  altogether. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  which  in  their  name  I am  desired 
to  communicate  to  you,  that  the  following  townlands  might  be  advantageously 
annexed  to  the  electoral  division  of  Shanagolden : 


Clountees, 

Ballyanne, 

Bansmore, 

Clouncloghessy, 

Breseagh, 

Waterpark, 

Shaned,  E.  and  W., 


Ballymorris, 

Knockgoura, 

Gourbane, 

Rathfroder, 

Monekeal, 

Moeg, 


Clashganneff 

Ballybawn, 

Toodegbee, 

Turamore, 

Rathfarra, 

Kilmoylan  Glebe. 


The  Committee,  therefore,  earnestly  request,  that  for  the  benefit  of  the  district, 
and  more  especially  for  the  benefit  of  the  classes  entitled  to  relief,  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  may  exert  their  power  in  making  a revision  of  the  present  electoral 
division  by  the  formation  of  another  arrangement  more  consistent  with  public 
convenience  and  justice  to  all  concerned. 


Mr.  Hancock,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 

December  6,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
19th  November,  forwarding  to  me  a letter  enclosed  which  they  had  received  from 
Lord  Monteagle,  suggesting  that  certain  townlands  should  be  annexed  to  the 
Shanagolden  electoral  division  bf  the  Rathkeale  Union. 

I also  procured  a return  from  the  clerk  to  the  Guardians  of  the  names  of  the 
owners  of  property  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  proposed  alteration,  as  well  as  a 
copy  of  the  application  from  Lord  Monteagle,  as  chairman  of  the  Shanagolden 
Relief  Committee,  to  the  Board  of  Guardians.  The  Guardians  did  not  entertain 
the  question  of  the  proposed  alteration. 

As  I found  that  Lord  Clare  had  considerable  interest  in  the  question,  I post- 
poned my  report  until  I had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  him,  and  it  was  not  until 
last  Wednesday  that  I had  the  opportunity.  Lord  Clare  had  not  heard  of  the  pro- 
position ; and  he  is  entirely  opposed  to  any  such  change,  and  considers  the  answer 
given  to  the  trustees  of  the  Earl  of  Devon  to  be  final,  conclusive,  and  very  satis- 
factory upon  the  estate  area  question. 

It  does  not  appear  from  any  document  furnished  me,  that  Lord  Monteagle  has 
undertaken  to  pay  the  rates  for  the  occupiers  of  his  lands. 

I beg  to  recommend  that  a copy  of  the  letter  to  the  trustees  of  the  Earl  of 
Devon,  Newcastle  Union,  be  forwarded  to  Lord  Monteagle. 


Enclosures. 

Sir,  Rathkeale  Union,  November  23,  1847. 

In  conformity  with  your  request,  I send  herewith  a copy  of  Lord  Monteagle’s  letter 
regarding  the  electoral  divisions  of  Loughill  and  Shanagolden,  together  with  a list  [of  the 
immediate  and  principal  landlords  of  the  rateable  property  in  such  divisions. 

I have,  &c., 

William  J.  Hancock,  JEs/j.,  Inspector.  John  Hall,  Clerk  to  Guardians. 
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Statement  of  Names  of  the  immediate  and  principal  Landlords  of  the  several  Tenements 
situated  in  the  Electoral  Divisions  of  Loughill  and  Shanagolden. 


Parish. 

Townland. 

Immediate  Landlord. 

Principal  Landlord. 

i 

LOUGHILL  ELECTORAL  DIVISION. 


Loughill 

Kilteery 

Earl  of  Clare 

Earl  of  Clare. 

Ditto 

Samuel  Harding,  Esq. 

Ditto. 

Curramore 

Under  the  Courts 

/Thomas  Royse,  senior. 

Currabeg 

David  Fitzgerald,  Esq.,  Rec. 

/Thomas  Royse,  junior. 

Fairy  Lawn 

Johanna  Shaughnessy 

Ditto. 

Hip  Hall 

Jeremiah  U'Shaughnessy 

Ditto. 

Carliuebanemore 

Fat  Griffin,  Esq. 

Carhuebanebeg 

Maurice  O’Donnell 

Ditto. 

Loughill  village 

Michael  O’Loughlin 
Michael  Brown 
Margaret  Hogan 

Ditto. 

Daniel  M‘Coy 

Lisreedy  Cripps 

Under  the  Courts 

Anselm  E.  Taylor. 

Michael  Kennedy,  Receiver 
Cornelius  Ivess,  Receiver 

Sir  Richard  Bateson. 

James  M‘Grath 

John  O’Leary  ' 
Anselm  E.  Taylor 

Bally  roe 

Mrs.  Bridget  Griffin 

Earl  of  Carrick. 

f 

Knocknaboula,  we9t 

Under  the  Courts 

Ditto  east 

David  Fitzgerald,  Receiver 

[Thomas  Royse,  junior. 
Colonel  Wingfield. 

l 

Ditto  middle 

Timothy  McCoy 
Pat  M‘Coy 
Daniel  M‘Coy 
Johanna  Shaughnessy 

Loughill 

Daniel  Hanley 
Lord  Monteagle 

/Thomas  Royse,  senior. 

Patt  M'Mahon 

[Thomas  Royse,  junior. 

Sir  Richard  Bateson 

Lord  Monteagle. 

Loughill  Glebe 

Maurice  Hewson 

Sir  Richard  Bateson. 

Rev.  John  Warburton 

Mount  Trenchard 

Lord  Monteagle 

Lord  Monteagle. 

Cappagh 

Ditto 

Waterpark 

Ditto 

Kilmoylan 

Briscagh 

Shanid 

Ditto 

Middle  Briscagh 

Ditto 

South  Briscagh 

Ditto 

Baus  mo  n 

Ditto 

Knockgoura 

Ditto 

Gourbane 

Rathfroder 

Mouskeal 

Ditto 

Tiermore 

Earl  of  Clare 

Dunmoylan 

Ditto 

Thouslegee 

Ditto 

Ballvanne 

Michael  Cautillore 

Clouncloghessy 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Moig 

Ballybane 

Lord  Monteagle 

Lord  Monteagle. 

Clashganniff 

Bally  morris 

Ditto 

Kilmoylan 

William  Morgan,  Esq. 

Earl  of  Cork. 

Kilmoylan  and 
Shanagolden 

Kilmoylan  Glebe 
Clounties 

Christopher  Delmege,  Esq. 
Stephen  Roche,  Esq. 
Bridget  Griffin 

Stephen  Roche. 

SHANAGOLDEN  ELECTORAL  DIVISION. 


Shanagolden 

Lisamore 

Earl  of  Clare 
Anne  Curtayne 
Mary  Enright 

Earl  of  Clare. 

Rathfarra 

Earl  of  Clare 

Kilcosgriff 

Rev.  Richard  Longford 

Rev.  Richard  Longford. 

Clashganniff 

Lord  Monteagle 

Lord  Monteagle. 

Monevaha  Glebe 

Rev.  Richard  Dickson 

Monevaha 

Pat  Griffin 
Jeremiah  O’Brien 

Lord  Monteagle. 

Ballycormack 

Rev.  Richard  Longford 
Edward  Longford,  Esq. 

Rev.  Richard  Longford. 
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Statement  of  Names  of  the  immediate  and  principal  Landlords,  &c. — continued. 


Robertstown  and 
Shanagolden 
Robertstown 


Shanagolden 


Robertstown 

Shanagolden 

Robertstown 


Shanagolden 


Mount  David 

Croaghane 

Dunscardine 

Greenagh 

Knockpatrick 


Leahys 
Ballinree 
Ballynash  Bishop 


Ballynash  Clare 


Ballinacraggy 

Ditto 

Foyce’s  Island 
Vicarage 


Robertstown  and  1 
Shanagolden  J 
Shanagolden 
Ditto 


Corgriff 


Dernish 
Ardeneer 
Lower  Shrulane 
Upper  Shrulane 
Knocknasupp 

Monanore 

Coimheer 

Abbey  Lands 

Knockardacotland 

Stokesfield 

Robertstown 

Churchfield 

Inchycrenogue 

Acramhia 

Reenkellagh 

Crags 

Glounbawn,  east 


Glounbawn,  west 
Hazelfield 
Muldrigsfield 
Dysart 

Island  M'Sequee 
Aharush 

Fannenore 

Paikmore 

Glebe 

Shanagolden  village 


Immediate  Landlord. 


George  Enright 
Lord  Monteagle 
Luke  Ferguson 
Lord  Monteagle 
Ditto 

Philip  Elegerry 
Lord  Monteagle 
Ditto 

John  Elegerry 
John  Molony 
Lord  Monteagle 
Ditto 

Under  the  Courts 
David  Fitzgerald,  Receiver 
Miles  M'Mahon 
Pat  Griffin 
Earl  of  Clare 
Elizabeth  Sheahan 
Lord  Monteagle 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Rev.  George  Vincent 
Lord  Monteagle 
Ditto 

John  Connors 
Pat  Neville 
John  Molony 
John  Lvnam 
Colonel  Wingfield 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Lord  Monteagle 
Rev.  George  Vincent 
James  D.  Lyons,  Esq. 
Ditto 

James  Donovan 
William  Morgan,  Esq. 
Stephen  Roche,  Esq. 
Colonel  Wingfield 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Edward  Longford,  Esq. 
Colonel  Wingfield 
Lord  Monteagle 
Colonel  Wingfield 
Knight  of  Kerry 
Bourke  White,  Esq. 

Sir  Robert  Bateson 
John  Barrett 
James  3.  Maleare 
Sir  Robert  Bateson 
Colonel  Wingfield 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Lord  Carrick 
Edward  S.  Massey 
Lord  Carrick 
Edward  S.  Massey 
James  D.  Lyons,  Esq. 
Rev.  George  Vincent 
Lord  Monteagle 
Rev.  Richard  Longford 
Luke  Ferguson 
David  Ferguson 
John  Hennessy 
Daniel  Dundon 
Martin  Sheahan 
Martin  Dowling 
Pat  Gennane 
James  Sheahan 
Nancy  Sheeby 
Owen  Shene 


Principal  Landlord. 


Lord  Monteagle. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 

iThomas  Royse,  senior. 
Thomas  Royse,  junior. 

Earl  of  Clare. 


Lord  Monteagle. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


Ditto. 

Colonel  Wingfield. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Lord  Monteagle. 

James  D.  Lyons. 
Ditto. 

Earl  of  Cork. 

Colonel  Wingfield. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Edward  Longford. 
Lord  Monteagle. 
Colonel  Wingfield. 
Knight  of  Kerry. 
Colonel  Wingfield. 
Sir  Robert  Bateson. 


Sir  Robert  Bateson. 
Colonel  Wingfield. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Lord  Carrick. 

Edward  S.  Massey. 

Lord  Carrick. 

Edward  S.  Massey. 
James  D.  Lyons,  Esq. 
Rev.  George  Vincent. 
Lord  Monteagle. 

Rev.  Richard  Longford. 


Rathkeale  Union. 
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Statement  of  Names  of  the  immediate  and  principal  Landlords,  &c. — continued. 


Parish. 

Townland, 

Immediate  landlord. 

Principal  Landlord. 

Shanagolden 

Shanagolden  village 

John  Lynch 
James  Bridgeman 
Reps,  of  John  Donovan 
Michael  Downey 
Daniel  Heshon 
James  Cloghessy 
William  Enright 
Pat  O’Brien 
Daniel  Sheahan 
Catherine  Sheahan 
Daniel  Shene 
Maurice  Connors 
Edward  Longford,  Esq. 
Pat  Byrnes 
Thomas  Lynch 
George  Enright 
Robert  Smyth 
John  Madegan 
John  Mangan 
George  Ball 
Lawrence  Sullivan 
Edward  Enright 
William  Shaughnessy 
Jeremiah  O’Brien 
John  Gennane 
John  Barry 
Berkly  Vincent,  Esq. 
Michael  Sheahan 
Mary  Sheahan 
John  Hicber 
Denis  Sheahan 
Rev.  George  Vincent 
Agnes  Ferguson 

Lord  Monteagle. 

Rev.  Richard  Longford. 

The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Hancock  in  reply  -.—December  10, 1847. 

. ^ request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  again  to  inquire  and  report 

specially  on  the  request  of  the  Shanagolden  Committee,  in  reference  to  that  part 
of  their  memorial  in  which  they  state  that  the  whole  social  connexion  of  the 
eastern  parte  of  the  Loughill  district  is  with  Shanagolden  and  not  with 
Loughill ; that  the  identity  of  property,  of  ecclesiastical  government,  and  of  vicin- 
age, between  Shanagolden  and  many  townlands  now  united  with  Loughill,  is 
obvious ; and  that  the  facilities  of  obtaining  the  allowances  required  and  granted 
for  the  relief  of  the  old  and  sick ; and  the  local  knowledge  required  for  the 
relieving  officers  and  for  the  Guardians,  is  lessened,  or  rendered  unattainable  by 
the  present  geographical  division. 

The  Commissioners  would  not  have  referred  the  memorial  to  you,  if  it  had 
merely  involved  the  principle  disposed  of  in  the  answer  to  the  trustees  of  the  Earl 
of  Devon.  There  are,  however,  other  important  considerations  which  have  been 
adverted  to  m the  memorial  of  the  Shanagolden  Committee ; and  it  is  with  regard 
to  these  considerations,  which  require  local  knowledge,  in  order  to  bring  out  all 
the  facts  of  the  case,  that  the  Commissioners  were,  and  still  are,  desirous  that  you 
should  inquire  and  report  to  them. 

The  papers  are  herewith  returned  to  you. 


The  Commissioners  to  Lord  Monteagle  : — January  5,  1848. 

I am  to  acquaint  your  lordship  that  the  Commissioners’  Inpector,  Mr. 
Hancock  (who  is  confined  to  bed  by  severe  illness),  has  returned  to  them,  undis- 
charged, the  papers  which  were  referred  to  him  for  his  report,  relative  to  the 
request  made  by  the  Shanagolden  Relief  Committee,  that  certain  townlands  might 
be  amnexed  to  the  Shanagolden  electoral  division  of  Rathkeale  Union. 

-The  Commissioners  will,  however,  take  the  earliest  opportuity  of  obtaining  such 
a report,  founded  on  local  inquiry,  as  will  enable  them  to  come  to  a decision  on 
proposal. 
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Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  8,  1848. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  6th  January, 
1848, 1 proceeded  to  Rathkeale,  and  put  myself  in  communication  with  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  with  a view  of  obtaining  the  information  necessary  to  enable  me 
to  report  on  the  subject  of  the  annexation  of  certain  townlands  to  the  Shanagolden 
electoral  division. 

I conceive  that  the  plan  I now  propose  would  remedy  the  inconveniences  com- 
plained of  in  Lord  Monteagle’s  letter,  without  making  any  alteration  in  the  elec- 
toral divisions  as  they  now  stand ; viz.,  to  join  the  electoral  division  of  Shana- 
golden and  Lougliill  in  one  relief  district,  under  one  relieving  officer,  giving  him, 
by  this  arrangement,  a population  of  7618  to  attend  to.  One  food  depot  to  be  at 
the  village  of  Shanagolden , the  other  at  the  village  of  Loughill,  in  both  of  which 
there  are  police  stations.  The  paupers  of  the  townlands  named  in  Lord  Mont- 
eagle’s letter,  to  receive  their  rations  at  the  Shanagolden  depot,  which  is  at  a 
moderate  distance,  and  the  distributor  to  keep  the  accounts  quite  distinct. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Maxwell: — January  13,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  regret  that  they  should  be  obliged  to  trouble  you  again 
on  this  subject ; but  on  reference  to  the  instructions  contained  in  the  Commis- 
sioners’ letter  to  you  of  the  6th  instant,  and  their  letter  to  Mr.  Hancock  of  the 
10th  of  December,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Commissioners  require  a report  on 
certain  facts  alleged  in  the  memorial  of  Shanagolden  Relief  Committee,  and  that 
they  referred  the  subject  a second  time  to  Mr.  Hancock,  after  he  had  made  one 
report,  because  his  first  report  was  insufficient.  Under  these  circumstances  they 
desire  to  call  your  especial  attention  to  the  following  passage  contained  in  their 
instructions  of  the  10th  December  to  Mr.  Hancock,  which,  by  the  Commissioners’ 
letter  of  the  6th  instant  to  you,  are  made  a part  of  your  instructions : — 

**  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  again  to  inquire  and  report  spe- 
“ cially  on  the  request  of  the  Shanagolden  Committee,  in  reference  to  that  part  of 
“ their  memorial  in  which  they  state  that  the  whole  social  connexion  of  the 
“ eastern  parts  of  the  Loughill  district  is  with  Shanagolden,  and  not  with  Loughill ; 
“ that  the  identity  of  property,  of  ecclesiastical  government,  and  vicinage,  between 
“ Shanagolden  and  many  townlands  now  united  with  Loughill  is  obvious ; and  that 
“ the  facilities  of  obtaining  the  allowances  required  and  granted  for  the  relief  of 
“ the  old  and  sick,  and  the  local  knowledge  required  for  the  relieving  officers  and 
“ for  the  Guardians  is  lessened,  and  rendered  unattainable  by  the  present  geogra- 
“ phical  division.” 

So  much  delay  has  already  taken  place  in  reference  to  this  case,  that  the  Com- 
missioners will  be  obliged  by  your  reporting  to  them,  in  accordance  with  the  above 
instructions,  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

The  documents  relating  to  the  case  are  herewith  returned  to  you. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  14,  1848. 

In  obedience  to  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  13th  January,  I 
proceeded  to  Rathkeale,  and  attended  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  their  weekly 
meeting.  From  the  information  I there  received,  I find  that  11  of  the  townlands 
named  in  his  lordship’s  letter  (in  the  electoral  division  of  Loughill)  are  his  lord- 
ship’s property.  He  is  also  the  proprietor  of  part  of  the  town  of  Shanagolden,  and 
part  of  the  electoral  division  adjoining  Loughill  eastern  division. 

The  townlands  proposed  to  be  annexed  to  Shandgolden  are  all  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  parish  of  Shanagolden,  and  under  the  charge  of  one  priest.  These  town- 
lands  are  also  in  the  vicinity  of  Shanagolden ; this  is  their  town  of  resort. 

The  Guardians  are  decidedly  averse  to  any  change  being  made  in  the  electoral 
divisions,  but  have  already  recommended  that  the  paupers  of  these  townlands 
receive  out-door  relief  at  the  Shanagolden  food  depot.  This  has  not  been  carried 
into  effect  yet  from  press  of  business. 

The  Guardian  of  Loughill  division  dissents,  and  advocates  the  change  in  the 
eastern  division,  because  it  would  be  of  service  to  Lord  Monteagle  and  to  the  people 
on  his  property. 

The  Guardians  had  discussed  this  subject  before  in  presence  of  his  lordship,  and 


Rathkeale  Union. 
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had  objected  to  any  change.  The  object  of  Lord  Monteagle  appears  to  be  plainly 
to  get  the  whole  of  his  property  into  one  electoral  division. 

All  the  difficulties  and  inconveniences  complained  of  in  his  lordship’s  letter, 
with  regard  to  the  districts  of  relieving  officers  and  the  distribution  of  food,  will 
be  removed  by  the  arrangements  detailed  in  my  letter  of  the  8th  January,  1848, 
and  the  Guardians  are  prepared  to  carry  them  into  effect  without  any  further 
delay. 


The  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  January  15,  1848. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  Rathkeale  Union  on  yesterday,  the 
14th  instant,  Captain  Maxwell,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  attended  the  meeting  in 
reference  to  the  proposed  annexation  of  certain  townlands  in  Loughill  electoral 
division  to  the  electoral  division  of  Shanagolden ; and  the  subject  having  been 
explained  to  the  Board,  and  by  them  taken  into  consideration,  it  was  resolved  : — 
« That  we  do  not  consider  it  would  be  desirable  or  generally  advantageous  that 
“ any  alteratioa  should  be  made  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Loughill  and  Shana- 
« golden ; but  for  the  accommodation  of  the  recipients  of  out-relief  in  the  electoral 
««  division  of  Loughill,  the  suggestion  of  the  Board  on  a former  occasion,  that  all 
“ persons  entitled  to  out-relief  in  the  eastern  portion  of  that  division  should  receive 
“ their  rations  at  Shanagolden,  as  being  more  conveniently  situated  for  the  pur- 
“ pose,  shall  be  immediately  carried  into  execution.” 


The  Commissioners  to  Lord  Monteagle  -.-^-January  21,  1848. 

Adverting  to  your  lordship’s  letter  of  the  18th  November  last,  relative  to 
the  proposed  annexation  of  certain  townlands  to  Shanagolden  electoral  division  of 
Rathkeale  Union,  I am  to  acquaint  your  lordship,  for  the  information  of  the 
Shanagolden  Relief  Committee,  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  much  attention 
to  their  proposition,  and  they  have  received  a report  from  their  Inspector,  Captain 
Maxwell,  and  have  communicated  with  the  Rathkeale  Board  of  Guardians  on  the 
subject.  After  duly  considering  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  Commis- 
sioners do  not  propose  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  boundaries  of  the  Loughill 
and  Shanagolden  electoral  divisions  ; but,  at  the  same  time,  they  are  not  insensible 
to  the  evils  pointed  out  in  the  report  of  the  Shanagolden  Relief  Committee. 

The  Commissioners  are  informed  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Rathkeale 
Union  is  decidedly  averse  to  any  change  being  made  in  the  boundaries  of  the  elec- 
toral divisions ; but  the  Commissioners  are  likewise  assured  that  the  Guardians 
will  remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  and  that  they  have  already  recommended  that 
the  paupers  of  these  townlands  receive  out-door  relief  at  the  Shanagolden  food 
depot,  though  this  recommendation  has  not  yet  been  carried  into  effect,  owing  to 
the  pressure  of  business. 

Captain  Maxwell  expresses  a decided  opinion  that  all  the  difficulties  and  incon- 
veniences complained  of,  with  regard  to  the  districts  of  relieving  officers  and  the 
distribution  of  food,  will  be  removed  by  joining  the  electoral  divisions  of  Shana- 
golden and  Loughill  in  one  relief  district,  under  one  relieving  officer;  one  food 
depot  to  be  in  the  village  of  Shanagolden,  the  other  at  the  village  of  Loughill, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  paupers  from  the  townlands  named  in  your  lord- 
ship’s letter  should  receive  their  rations  at  Shanagolden  depot,  which  is  at  a 
moderate  distance  from  the  townlands.  Captain  Maxwell  further  states,  that 
the  Guardians  are  prepared  to  carry  this  arrangement  into  effect  without  further 
delay. 
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Skibbereen  Union. 

SKIBBEREEN  UNION. 


Extract  from  the  Cork  Southern  Reporter  Newspaper: — November  11,  1847. 

Skibbereen  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Relieving  Officer  complained  that  no  provision  was  made  for  persons 
Tecommended,  for  whom  there  was  no  room  in  the  house ; that  such  persons,  after 
travelling  long  distances,  were  sent  away  by  the  master  without  a morsel  to  eat,  and 
that  the  Relieving  Officer  had  no  authority  to  give  them  relief. 

The  master  admitted  the  truth  of  this ; he  said  he  had  no  room  in  the  house ; 
that  one  man  had  travelled,  backwards  and  forwards,  135  miles,  seeking  au  admis- 
sion ticket,  and  must  have  been  rejected  by  him,  unless  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick 
had  taken  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  his  admission. 

The  particulars  of  this  man’s  statement  were  then  given  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians  by  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  which  the  following  is  a summary  : — 

Miles.  Curly  Cocklan,  living  at  Camgaeet,  27  miles  from  Skibbereen  work 
house,  having  got  a recommendation  from  his  clergyman,  he  travelled 
27  to  the  poor-house  with  his  family,  consisting  of  a wife  and  five  children, 
the  eldest  15,  the  youngest  carried  on  the  mother’s  back. 

The  relieving  officer,  Williamson,  refused  him  a ticket  till  he  had  seen 
27  the  man’s  house ; he  then  walked  back,  leaving  his  wife  and  child  in 
Skibbereen. 

The  relieving  officer  visited  the  house  next  day,  refused  a ticket,  because 
27  the  wife  and  children  were  not  there ; he  then  travelled  back  to  bring 
them. 

27  He  returned  home  with  them  next  day ; he  then  got  the  ticket  and  went 
27  back  with  his  family,  when  he  was  admitted,  as  before  stated  ; thus,  the 

. or  man  walked  135  miles,  and  the  wife,  with  a child  on  her  back,  108 

miles. 

N.B.  Many  other  important  statements  were  made  by  Mr.  Fitzpatrick. 

The  case  was  inquired  into  by  the  Board. 

Mr.  Fleming  stated  Cocklan  was  his  tenant,  but  would  neither  pay  rent  nor 
give  up  his  land.  Cocklan  was  then  examined,  stated  he  had  a joint  farm  with 
his  brothers,  that  he  had  offered  12  months  ago  to  give  up  his  land,  but  the  land- 
lord would  not  take  it,  as  his  brothers  refused  to  give  up  their  parts.  Mr. 
Townsend,  of  Ralieen,  is  then  reported  as  saying,  **  Turn  this  fellow  out  of  the 
house,  we  will  make  these  fellows  be  honest,  &c.” 

The  report  does  not  state  the  further  result,  but  leaves  it  to  be  supposed  the 
man  was  turned  out. 

Mr.  Charles  Galway  is  stated  to  have  afterwards  proposed  a resolution,  to  the 
effect  that  application  be  made  to  the  Commissioners  for  authority  to  give  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied,  the  house  being  full. 

Carried,  with  one  dissenting  voice,  Mr.  Fleming. 

Will  Sir  William  Somerville  be  so  kind  as  to  inquire  whether  the  above  state- 
ments are  true  ? whether  Cocklan  was  turned  out  or  not  ? and  what  answer  has 
been  given  to  the  foregoing  resolution  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  1 

W.  S.  C. 

The  above  proceedings  must  have  been  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  either  on 
Thursday,  the  11th  November,  or  the  Thursday  preceding,,  the  4th  instant;  the 
report  in  the  newspaper  does  not  clearly  indicate  which  of  those  days. 


Mr.  Marshall’s  Observations  on  foregoing : — November  30,  1847. 

With  reference  to  the  case  of  Cornelius  Coghlan,  I have  the  honour  to 
report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
statement,  as  it  appeared  in  the  “ Cork  Southern  Reporter,”  is  correct ; he  was  not 
discharged,  but  still  remains  iu  the  workhouse  of  Skibbereen  Union  with  his 
family;  his  father  held  a farm  for  some  years  under  Mr.  Fleming,  which  he 

4 H 
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Skibbereen  Union,  divided  among  his  three  sons,  each  of  whom  paid  their  portion  of  rent  to  Mr. 
Fleming,  in  all  amounting  to  \5l.  yearly. 

Two  years  rent  is  now  due.  Cornelius  Coghlan  was  reduced' to  a pauper,  and 
gave  his  share  of  the  land  to  his  brothers;  he  left  home  in  August  last  to  obtain 
work  at  the  harvest,  and  returned  in  October  with  10s. ; lie  spent  all  but  3s.  in 
the  support  of  his  family ; he  brought  his  wife  and  family,  as  stated,  to  obtain 
admission  to  the  workhouse,  but  the  Relieving  Officer  could  not  give  a ticket 
without  first  visiting  his  place  of  residence  ; during  the  time  he  was  returning  to 
Killmoe,  where  he  resided,  he  left  his  family  in  Skibbereen  with  means  of  support, 
and  they  don’t  appear  to  have  been  without  that  till  they  were  admitted. 

No  blame  appeal's  to  be  attached  to  any  party  but  the  man  himself;  had  he 
made  the  proper  application,  in  the  first  instance,  he  would  have  had  his  case  investi- 
gated, and  not  have  been  sent  forward  when  there  was  no  room,  and  for  this 
reason  he  was  obliged  to  travel  the  distance  stated. 

Coghlan  is  a strong  able-bodied  man  ; the  relieving  officer  got  directions  not 
to  send  forward  paupers  to  the  workhouse  unless  there  was  room  for  them. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  so  that  few  will  be  disappointed ; hut  from  the 
number  of  applications  at  first,  some  cases  of  hardship  occurred,  which  were 
unavoidable. 

With  reference  to  the  resolution  passed  on  the  4th  November,  at  the  Board  of 
Guardians, . for  an  order  to  give  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  class,  only 
six  Guardians  were  present.  Mr.  Aylmer,  the  Chairman,  gave  his  decided  opinion 
against  the  resolution,  but  could  not  vote.  Mr.  Fleming  voted  against  it.  It  was 
suggested  that  additional  accommodation  be  had  for  able-bodied  paupers,  and 
every  means  taken  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  such  an  alternative  of 
giving  out-door  relief  to  that  class.  This  has  been  done,  and  accommodation  is 
now  given  to  those  applying  for  admission,  which  will  prevent  the  necessity  of 
having  the  resolution  complied  with  by  the  Commissioners ; which  would,  if  carried 
out,  have  a most  injurious  effect  upon  the  Union  generally,  as  when  room  is  to 
be  had  in  the  workhouse,  and  the  test  is  applied,  the  application  for  tickets  are  not 
so  numerous. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  30,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  I returned  from  Skull  this  day,  and 
attended  a meeting  ot  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

. * bav.e  a^°  to  report  that  stores  have  been  taken  and  are  in  course  of  fitting  up, 

'Inn  a i “e  c“d<h,en  can  be  pl-aced  permanently,  and  in  which  also  upwards 
or  oL)(J  adults  can  have  sleeping  accommodation,  which  will  afford  considerable 
increase  of  room  to  test  the  able-bodied  paupers  who  are  at  present  seeking 
adm^STon  to  the  workhouse.  No  time  will  be  lost  in  carrying  those  arrangements 
into  effect.  Assistants  to  the  relieving  officers,  in  certain  districts,  were  offered 
where  the  duties  were  too  great ; but  this  assistance  is  limited  to  one  month,  by 
w nc  time  the  destitute  poor  in  the  three  classes  for  out-door  relief  shall  be  upon 
tne  lists,  and  the  pressure  less  severe. 

Numbeis  of  Committees  composed  of  the  local  Guardians  were  named  in  dis- 
tricts more  than  six  miles  from  the  workhouse,  who  will  also  assist  much  in  carrying 
Lssened^^ t0  r6<luirin&  [t'  and  by  which  tbe  duties  of  the  Board  will  be 

I have  ordered  the  relieving  officer  to  furnish  me  with  a return  weekly,  of  the 
number  of  adults  and  children  receiving  out-door  relief  in  each  electoral  division 
daily  and  am  adopting  means  to  ascertain  the  probable  number  of  unemployed 
able-bodied  persons  and  their  families  in  the  Union  (not  holding  land),  with  a view 
o judge  of  the  relief  that  may  be  required  for  that  class,  and  who  cannot  be 
received  in  the  workhouse,  should  a plan  be  adopted  to  afford  them  relief  for  labour 
o a piohtable  kind,  similar  to  that  I proposed  in  a late  communication.  I fear  the 
ist™  b^  had  ^ ^l*eatj  Pardcidai'ly  the  western  division,  where  no  employment 

The  turnips  which  were  sown  last  season,  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  people ; 
exce  en  bread  is  made  from  these  and  Indian  meal,  and  from  the  advantages 
erived  from  this  crop,  a large  quantity  is  likely  to  be  sown  next  season,  and  also 
parsnips  and  other  vegetables.  In  many  districts  every  preparation  is  making  to 
p an  potatoes,  and  the  seed  is  being  preserved  with  great  care.  Under  these  cir- 
cums  ances  employment  in  spring  will  be  more  easily  had  for  the  poor ; a greater 
vanety  of  cropping  is  likely  to  be  adopted,  which  is  so  much  to  be  desired.  I 
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propose  to  accompany  Assistant  Commissary-General  Dobree  to-morrow  to  Skibbereen  Union. 
Skull  and  Crookhaven,  to  examine  as  to  stores  should  they  be  wanted,  in  the  western  1 
district,  and  afford  him  as  much  information  as  possible.  I shall  return  for  the 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  Thursday,  at  which  some  important  matters 
are  to  be  brought  forward. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  2,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  that  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  this  day,  when  the  motion  was  brought  forward  to  apply  to  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  for  paid  Guardians,  but  it  .was  negatived  by  a large  majority. 
There  was  a long  discussion  on  the  subject,  which  will  tend  to  much  good,  as  those 
who  opposed  that  motion  brought  forward  arguments  to  show  the  necessity  of  the 
united  exertions  of  the  Guardians,  and  not  to  relinquish  their  duties  at  this  time; 
hut  to  carry  out  the  law  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  assist  the  Commissioners  in  that 
object,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  the  improvement  of  the  Union.  Great  har- 
mony prevailed,  and  those  who  supported  the  motion  (although  lost)  stated  they 
would  not  relax  m their  exertions  with  the  other  Guardians,  but  continue  to  act. 

Several  suggestions  were  made  to  adopt  more  effectual  means  of  meeting  the 
difficulties.  I took  the  liberty  of  reading  to  the  Guardians  the  copy  of  the  letter 
from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Glenties  Union,  in  order  to  show  the  feeling  of  the 
Commissioners  on  the  subject  of  paid  Guardians,  and  it  had  a very  desirable  effect 
in  the  decision  to  which  the  majority  came.  I brought  forward  again  the  state  of 
the  accounts,  and  from  their  present  confused  state,  although  attempts  have  been 
made  to  arrange  them,  it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  services  of  a competent 
person  to  wind  them  up.  The  fault,  it  appears,  lay  with  the  late  master ; and 
from  the  deplorable  state  of  the  house  last  winter,  when  the  Guardians  could  not 
venture  near  it,  the  clothing  and  provision  accounts  got  into  arrear. 

The  clerk,  although  he  got  an  assistant,  has  so  much  business  connected  with 
the  relieving  officers  and  the  collectors,  that  he  could  not  have  them  arranged  in 
proper  time.  A resolution  was  passed  to-day,  requesting  me  to  apply  to  the  Com- 
missioners for  their  sanction  to  employ  a competent  clerk  for  a fortnight  for  this 
purpose.  There  has  been  a balance  of  40 1.  stopped  from  the  late  master,  till  his 
accounts  be  settled.  Could  the  Guardians  appropriate  a part  of  this  to  the 
payment  of  the  person  required  ? or  can  they  pay  it  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Union  1 

It  is  extremely  necessary  that  every  means  be  taken  to  have  the  accounts 
regular.  I have  made  several  attempts,  but  I see  no  other  mode  of  having  them 
arranged  but  the  mode  proposed. 

I have  arranged  to  take  stock  of  all  the  clothing  in  the  workhouse  on  Monday 
next ; by  which  I shall  ascertain  the  present  wants  of  the  inmates. 

The  rate-collectors’  books  were  not  ready  for  signing  this  day,  but  shall  be  early 
next  week.  A delay  arose  from  the  revisor  having  had  to  make  several  alterations 
before  the  new  books  could  be  filled. 

_ Arrangements  are  in  progress  to  carry  into  immediate  effect  the  benevolent  and 
highly  valuable  plan  proposed  by  the  British  Relief  Association,  to  afford  relief 
to  those  children  attending  the  schools  in  this  Union ; this  will  be  of  the  greatest 
advantage  in  many  ways,  and  be  a means  of  saving  numerous  lives ; as,  when  an 
able-bodied  man  sees  his  children  fed  at  these  schools,  he  will  exert  himself  to 
obtain  for  his  own  support  a subsistence,  and  not  apply  for  admission  into  the 
workhouse. 

The  plan  is  considered  a great  boon,  and  is  hailed  with  gratitude  by  all  classes. 
I shall  draw  up  a few  necessary  regulations,  with  regard  to  the  cleanliness,  &c., 
and  care  of  the  children  by  their  parents,  and  also  endeavour  to  make  it  one  of 
the  stipulations,  that  the  parents  of  those  receiving  relief  in  this  way  shall  attend 
to  cleanliness  in  their  own  houses,  which  is  so  necessary  to  preserve  the  health  of 
the  district 


Reply  to  the  above: — Deceniber  7, 1847. 

The  Commissioners  think  that  the  Guardians  should  consider  what  part  of 
the  expense  of  employing  an  accountant  to  arrange  the  Union  accounts  should 
fall  upon  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  and  what  part  upon  the  late  master  of  the 
workhouse. 

4 H 2 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Skibbereen  TTnion. 


604  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

As  regards  the  power  of  the  Guardians  to  deduct  from  the  salary  of  a Union 
officer,  I am  to  state  that,  on  the  one  hand,  the  Guardians  have  the  power  of  taking 
proceedings  against  a Union  officer  for  neglect  of  duty,  and  on  the  other  hand,  the 
officer  is  entitled  to  payment  of  his  salary  after  his  accounts  have  been  audited. 

It  frequently  happens  that  deductions  are  made  from  the  salaries  of  Union 
officers  to  meet  expenses  incurred  in  arranging  accounts  which  have  got  into  arrear 
or  confusion  by  their  neglect. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners: — December  8,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  yesterday  at  the  Union  Workhouse,  when  the  relieving  officers’  books 
and  accounts  were  examined  and  checked.  Upwards  of  7000  persons  are  on  the 
out-door  relief  lists  of  the  three  classes.  No  other  business  was  transacted. 

The  master  is  having  the  stores  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  children  and 
adults,  some  of  which  will  be  ready  this  evening. 

The  arrangements  for  giving  food  to  the  children  in  the  schools,  through  the 
British  Association,  are  going  on,  and  this  valuable  relief  will  be  afforded  generally 
throughout  the  Union  in  a lew  days,  by  which  a great  change  will  be  made  upon 
the  relief  lists,  and  the  pressure  upon  the  Guardians  will  be  much  less.  There  are 
96  schools  in  the  Union,  at  which  5568  children  are  attending  at  present,  but  it  is 
calculated  that  10,000  will  attend  when  the  relief  proposed  is  in  operation.  The 
houses  would  contain  fully  that  number. 

The  collectors’  books  will  be  signed  on  Thursday  next,  and  the  3s.  rate,  with 
the  arrears,  put  in  collection  immediately. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  11,  1847. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  state  whether  the  great 
number  of  persons  on  the  out-door  relief  lists,  at  present  exceeding  7000,  answer 
the  description  of  destitute  persons,  as  given  in  the  1st  section  of  the  Act  10  Viet, 
cap.  31,  to  whom  out-door  relief  is  now  limited. 

I am  also  to  request  that  the  Commissioners  may  be  informed  of  the  number  of 
each  of  the  three  classes  given  in  that  section,  now  receiving  relief  out  of  the  work- 
house. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  right  to  point  out,  that  the  auditor  will  be  bound 
rigidly  to  disallow  in  the  Union  accounts,  all  sums  expended  for  relief  which  shall 
not  have  been  given  in  accordance  with  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  and  with  the 
Commissioners’  regulations.  It  is  further  the  settled  intention  of  the  Commis- 
sioners that  every  individual  or  individuals  debited  by  the  auditor  with  the  sums 
disallowed  by  him,  shall  be  proceeded  against  under  the  28th  section  of  the  Irish 
Relief  Extension  Act,  and  shall  become  responsible  for  the  money  of  the  rate- 
payers which  he  or  they  may  have  expended  contrary  to  law. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners  December  16,  1847. 

I Have  the  honour  to  report  that  I attended  at  the  workhouse  on  Tuesday, 
the  14th  instant,  but  a sufficient  number  of  Guardians  were  not  present  to  form  a 
Board  to  sign  the  relieving  officers’  books. 

I read  to  the  relieving  officers  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  with  reference  to 
issuing  out-door  relief  to  those  only  in  the  three  classes  as  specified  by  the  Poor 
Law  Acts,  and  cautioned  them  against  acting  contrary  to  their  instrucions  under 
this  head. 

I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  when  all  the  collectors’ 
books  that  were  filled  up  were  signed,  and  orders  given  to  proceed  at  once  to  the 
collection  of  the  3s.  rate,  together  with  the  arrears ; the  remainder  of  the  books  shall 
be  filled  up  and  signed  next  day  of  meeting;  additional  securities  have  been  required 
and  the  bonds  perfected. 

The  boys  have  been  removed  to  the  store  fitted  up  for  their  permanent'  accom- 
modation as  a school,  about  a mile  from  Skibbereen ; the  other  stores  are  in  course 
or  preparation  also.  There  are  vacancies  in  the  workhouse  at  present  for  100 
paupers,  but  there  is  great  want  of  clothing. 
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A contract  has  been  made  lately  for  a supply  but  not  yet  received. 

About  60  schools  in  the  Union  are  in  operation,  supplying  the  children  in 
attendance  with  food,  through  the  British  Relief  Association,  which  will  afford 
much  relief  to  the  Union,  and  be  a means  of  lessening  the  pressure  both  upon  the 
workhouse  and  the  out-door  relief  lists ; upwards  of  100  schools  will  be  in  opera- 
tion by  Monday  next,  and  from  10  to  12,000  children  shall  receive  food  through 
this  channel  in  the  Skibbereen  Union. 

I have  given  directions  to  the  relieving  officers  to  discontinue  rations  to  all 
children  from  5 to  14  years  of  age,  in  those  electoral  divisions  where  the  schools 
are  in  operation,  and  every  care  shall  be  taken  to  keep  up  regularity  with  a view 
to  their  education  and  cleanliness,  by  which  it  is  expected  the  habits  of  the  children 
will  be  much  improved  and  their  health  also. 

With  reference  to  the  number  receiving  out-door  relief  at  present  in  the  Union 
in  each  class,  I cannot  in  this  report  give  the  required  information ; returns  have 
been  ordered  to  be  sent  to  me  by  the  relieving  officers,  but  this  shall  be  forwarded 
without  delay.  A competent  person  has  been  engaged  to  wind  up  the  accounts  of 
the  Union,  who  is  to  be  paid  not  by  the  Union  but  by  the  late  master,  and  the 
present  clerk.  No  time  will  be  lost  in  having  this  highly  important  business 
completed. 

The  Union  continues  upon  the  whole  in  a comparatively  healthy  state.  Dysen- 
tery prevails  in  some  localities,  but  few  deaths,  and  very  few  cases  of  fever,  except 
those  provided  for  by  hospital  accommodation. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Marshall  : — December  22,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  from  Mr.  Phelan,  Poor  Law  Inspector, 
a communication,  from  which  it  appears  that  there  is  some  intention  of  permitting 
persons  recently  admitted  into  the  workhouse  of  the  Skibbereen  Union,  to  wear 
the  clothes  which  they  have  on  when  entering  the  house,  and  in  refex-ence  thereto 
I am  directed  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  consider  that  the  admission  of 
paupers  into  the  workhouse  without  changing  their  clothes  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  as  calculated  to  spread  disease  in  the  workhouse.  I 
am  at  the  same  time  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  giving  to  paupers,  already  in  the 
house  their  own  washed  clothes,  and  then  cleansing  the  workhouse  clothing  which 
they  now  wear,  to  put  on  the  additional  paupers  admitted  while  their  own  clothing 
shall  be  washing.  By  such  an  expedient,  pending  the  preparation  of  additional 
supplies  of  new  clothing  which  ought  to  be  expedited,  the  danger  of  contagion 
will  be  lessened.  You  are  requested  to  be  good  enough  to  instruct  the  work- 
house  officers  immediately  on  the  point. 


Mr.  Haly,  Secretary  of  the  British  Association,  to  Mr.  Trevelyan  : — 
January  10,  1848. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  hear,  that  our  relief  to  the  poor  children  is  being 
carried  out  most  satisfactorily. 

It  is  estimated  that  58,000  children,  attending  various  schools  in  the  western 
Unions,  are  now  receiving  daily  rations  supplied  by  the  Association.  In  the 
Skibbereen  Union,  12,000  are  being  thus  fed,  and  Mr.  Marshall  reports  that 
this  number  will  shortly  be  increased  to  15,000. 

Each  ration  consists  of  8,  10,  or  12  ozs.  (according  to  the  age  of  the  chil- 
dren) of  rye  bread,  to  which  is  added  half  a pint  of  warm  broth,  generally 
made  from  one  of  Soyer’s  receipts. 

The  average  weekly  cost  of  thus  feeding  each  child  is  about  4 d.  a-head. 

In  many  of  the  Unions,  the  bread  is  baked  by  contract ; and  to  show  you  how 
very  cheaply  it  is  done,  in  Glenties,  Captain  O’Neil  contracted  with  bakers  for 
any  quantity  of  bread  required,  at  3/.  per  month,  fuel  and  labour  included. 

The  inspecting  officers  have  been  requested  by  Count  Strzelecki,  to  require 
that  water,  towels,  soap,  and  combs  are  provided  at  each  school  at  which  our 
relief  is  afforded,  and  that  no  child  be  allowed  to  partake  of  his  ration 
without  having  first  well  washed  his  face,  and  hands,  and  combed  his  hair. 

I enclose  you  a copy  of  a very  interesting  letter,  addressed  by  Mr.’ Marshall, 
of  the  Skibbereen  Union,  to  Count  Strzelecki,  which  will  show  you  more  par- 
ticularly how  this  relief  is  being  extended  in  that  Union,  and  how  very  bene-' 
ficially  it  is  working. 


Skibbereen  Union.1 
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Enclosure. 

Mr.  Marshall  to  Count  Strzelecki  : — December  22,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  your  information,  that  since  my  last  communication 
of  the  8th  instant,  I have  been  completing  the  arrangements  to  provide  for  the  children  in  all 
the  schools  in  the  Skibbereen  Union,  and  have  the  whole  in  operation,  but  have  not  yet  received 
the  returns  of  those  first  commenced;  they  shall  be  forwarded  to  you  this  week.  There  are  a 
greater  number  than  I anticipated;  preparations  are  making  to  open  new  schools  in  some 
localities,  and  I have  thought  it  right  not  to  discourage  this,  as  destitution  prevails  to  a great 
extent,  and  so  efficient  relief  cannot  be  afforded  in  any  other  way  with  the  same  beneficial 
results,  both  as  regards  the  health  of  the  children  and  the  improvement  of  their  habits.  In 
some  cases,  the  clergymen  have  given  the  use  of  the  chapels,  which  afford  great  accommoda- 
tion, and  good  air,  and  prevent  the  over-crowding  of  the  schools,  as  much  danger  would  be 
apprehended  if  that  were  allowed.  The  education  is  attended  to  as  far  as  possible. 

1 have  thought  it  right  to  disallow  the  children  of  those  parents  who  have  sufficient  means  to 
support  them,  to  give  room  for  the  deslitute  poor. 

I beg  to  mention,  that  there  are  a few  infant  schools  in  the  Union  established  some  time  by 
the  ladies,  who  have  been  most  active  in  their  management ; and  I have  taken  the  liberty  of 
affording  them  small  grants  of  food,  as  they  tend  to  much  good  in  bringing  even  the  very  young 
up  in  a system  of  order  and  cleanliness,  which  their  parents  could  not  effect,  and  these  schools 
are  extremely  well  managed.  .J 

I have  been  able,  only  in  a few  caees,  to  make  contracts  for  bread,  as  all  the  bakers  at  this 
time  are  busily  engaged;  butiifthe  course  of  a fortnight  I expect  to  have  more  bread  prepared 
and  so  soon  as  ovens  can  he  built,  and  rye  meal  and  Indian  meal  procured,  I shall  endeavour 
to  carry  out  the  system  of  supplying  bread  as  generally  as  possible.  The  contract  I have  had 
for  bread  is  at  5 cl.  for  the  4 lbs.,  baked  in  rolls  of  f lb.  each,  which  is  easy  of  distribution, 
made  from  best  whole  wheaten  meal.  Good  substantial  stirabout  is  given  to  supply  this 
want;  £ lb.  made  into  a quart;  a pint  of  which  is  given  at  10  o’clock,  a.m.,  and  the  other 
pint  at  o p.m.,  or  immediately  before  the  children  leave  the  school;  each  brings  a vessel  and 
sp  oon.  ° 

For  the  systematic  arrangement  of  the  schools,  and  the  distribution  of  the  food,  I have  drawn 

up  a form  of  rules,  (a  copy  of  which  I beg  to  enclose  for  your  approval,)  which  I shall  have 
copied,  and  supply  one  to  each  school,  to  be  posted  up  for  their  guidance  and  regularity.  I 
have  also  made  out  forms  of  returns,  in  order  that  the  accounts  may  be  checked,  and  kept 
properly  to  prevent  abuse,  as  far  as  possible,  and  from  which  I shall  always  see  the  details  of 
63  xi-  n -°  enc*ose  }'ou  C0P'es  of  these  forms  for  your  information  also. 

Mr.  Commissary-General  Dobree  mentioned  to  me  that  I should  be  authorized  to  appoint 
persons  to  cook  the  food,  and  be  accountable  for  its  distribution;  that  the  masters  may  devote 
their  whole  time  to  their  own  duties  when  the  numbers  were  greater  than  the  masters  could 
manage;  the  whole  at  small  weekly  wages.  I have  found  it  necessary  to  do  so  ; but  as  I am 
determined  to  expend  as  little  of  the  funds  as  possible  in  this  way,  I allow  only  4.f.  a-week, 
eXCiePr-turaiVTy  leW  cases’,t0  a competent  person,  from  whom  I require  security  for  the  honest 
and  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty.  So  soon  as  I obtain  the  return  of  children  receiving  food, 
and  the  expenses  up  to  the  18th  instant,  which  shall  be  made  out  weekly,  I will  forward  them ; 

t0  glS0  m,an^  int0  a Pr°Per  8y*tem  in  so  short  a The  number  of 
schools  will  be  over  120,  and  the  number  of  children  attending  them  will  be  over  12  000. 
J"’he,rtern  dlvlslon  ,of  tllis  Union  (which,  having  suffered  so  much,  requires  considerable 
, , Press“re  on  the  workhouse  or  out-door  relief  is  not  so  great,  as  many  of  the  able- 
a no"look  for  some  means  of  support  by  their  own  exertions,  rather  than  for 
kv  n H;!  h<!  workhouse,  when  their  children  are  fed  at  the  schools;  and  for  this  reason  I 
haie  not  discouraged  the  patrons  of  schools  increasing  the  accommodation,  but  rather  promote 
t*u'aSuIK)  SySlfm  of  gl'atui,ous  relief  can  have  the  same  desirable  effects.  1 

_^;Trd  !°  the  .cl°thing,  _ the  children  are  very  many  of  them  in  a miserable  state  for 
want  oi  sufficient  covering,  but  the  providing  them  with  food  was  the  first  object. 

i wouta  take  the  hfaeny  of  suggesting  that  a portion  of  the  funds  would  be  extremely  well 
applied  in  purehasmv  frieze,  flannel  and  linen,  which  are  made  in  lame  quantities  into 
vr uri'n  JT  ,C“  'nr  y ,hrsh  the  “ertiora  of  ladies  an<1  benevolent  individuals?  who  are  eudea- 
In  the  la?  oK’o'fh'  emPloJ’“e',t  for  th?  [amales-  Ala>°«  every  article  could  be  provided  here 
t e way  of  clothing,  and  at  very  moderate  prices,  and  they  could  be  made  up  by  the  children. 
By  purchasing  these  articles  in  the  district,  it  would  enable  more  employment  tobe  given  and 
SSSme  o Tl™0^  a11’  ,SeVKal  lat!les  ha™  V-nlitM  on  hand  L!  almSy 
Iffhe  ‘e.2bji,  ’ ‘nd“  several  "ho  °btai“d  graats  donations  for  the  relief 

their  lS  aPP‘1°Pmte.d  the™  ,n  way,  rather  than  give  gratuitous  relief,  by  taking  these  off 
would  hetni  A™  mT  they  001)1(1  frry°n  the  same  system  of  giving  employment.  It 
onlT hvthS  1 deTbAt0  ellC0,ura§e  industry  and  individual  exertion  among  all,  as  it  can  be 
upon  c5al'h™eanS  that  hC  Pe°pla  Can  nSG  fr°m  their  Present  state  of  Pauperism  and  dependence 

JCXto  ZZS.  b0UerS  °f  fr°m  30  ‘°  60  ^ “ th°Se  “ the  <“  orally 

Vinill111  y°j  bare  the  goodness  to  inform  me  out  of  what  fund  will  the  expenses  of  erecting 
1Q  S°,me  fe'7  cases'  sheds> at  the  schools  for  cooking  the ‘food  be  paid.  I have  kept 
y expiense  as  ow  as  possible,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so ; but  these  cannot  be  avoided. 
irenerS  1°  ,mPress.not  only  on  the  clergy  and  gentry,  but  the  rate-payers  in 

^ necessity  of  co-operating  in  this  most  efficient  mode  of  relief  as,  by  reducing  the 

rates,  it  will  be  a great  boon  to  them  as  well  as  to  the  poor. 
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I am  glad  to  inform  you  that  the  people  generally  are  in  much  better  spirits,  as  a man, 
though  able  to  work,  when  he  saw  his  family  of  helpless  children  crying  for  something  to  eat 
and  had  not  the  means  of  relieving  them,  was  cast  down  and  rendered  unable  even  to  earn  his 
own  bread  ; but  now  the  case  is  different,  and  in  place  of  gratuitous  relief  being  a check  to 
industry,  it  will  stimulate  the  parents  to  exertion. 

A Roman  Catholic  clergyman,  who  had  been  most  violeut  in  complaining  of  the  state  of  the 
people  lately,  came  to  me  a few  days  ago,  and  said,  that  since  the  children  are  fed,  matters 
were  now  become  quite  cheering,  and  that  the  returns  of  deaths  this  winter,  he  expected,  would 
show  a great  contrast  to  those  of  last  winter  in  this  Union.  I am  glad  to  say  the  sanitary  state 
of  the  Union  is  on  the  whole  good,  although  dysentery  prevails  in  some  parts  of  it  to  some 
extent,  but  fever  is  not  showing  itself  to  any  great  degree.  In  some  cases  a little  rice,  as  medi- 
cine, would  be  desirable,  but  not  given  as  an  article  of  food  in  any  quantity.  Cleanliness  is 
most  rigidly  enforced,  which  is  most  essential  in  preventing  the  spread  of  disease,  and  although 
the  children  may  not  all  receive  a great  share  of  educaiion,  the  teaching  them  habits  of  regu- 
larity and  cleanliness  itself  will  be  a great  good  effected.  I omitted  to  mention  that  school 
requisites  are  much  wanted  in  some  of  the  poorer  districts,  and  there  is  a great  inability  of 
paying  masters,  except  those  under  the  National  Board  of  Education ; although  a little  assistance 
to  the  poor  in  this  way  would  be  desirable,  I give  them  no  hopes  of  getting  anything  but  food 
from  the  British  Association,  and  endeavour  to  urge  upon  those  residing  in  the  localities  to 
afford  a little  help  in  this,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  all  to  co-operate  in  carrying  out  the  present  plan; 
and  I have  much  pleasure  in  saying  that  I have  received  very  general  assistance,  without  which 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to  organize  such  an  extensive  system  in  so  short  a time.  When- 
ever it  can  be  done,  I shall  have  different  species  of  work  and  industry  introduced  in  the  schools ; 
but  the  feeding  takes  the  place  of  all  other  plans  for  the  present. 

I hope  a supply  of  meal  will  shortly  be  sent  here  from  Cork,  as  I fear  the  millers,  from 
whom  I am  getting  my  supplies,  are  threatening  a rise  in  the  prices.  The  quantity  that  may 
be  calculated  upon  as  required,  as  far  as  I am  able  to  judge  at  present,  will  be  from  30  to  35 
tons  per  week ; but  by  the  end  of  this  week,  when  I have  in  my  returns,  I shall  be  better  able 
to  ascertain  correctly. 

One  electoral  division  alone  in  my  district,  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  in  the  western 
part,  issued  half  that  quantity  alone  in  a week,  and  there  are  23  electoral  divisions  in  the 
Union : from  which  you  may  have  some  idea  of  the  state  of  the  people  here. 

P.S.  I have  only  one  cash-book  left  from  the  relief  business,  but  have  given  directions  to 
the  masters  to  rule  books  according  to  the  sums  supplied  them,  in  order  to  save  expense, 
printing,  &c. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  23,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  that  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Guar- 
dians this  day,  when  contracts  were  entered  into  for  the  supply  of  meal  for 
the  out-door  relief  in  the  Union.  Contracts  were  also  made  for  a supply  of 
wooden  shoes  for  the  paupers ; also  soap.  Dr.  M'Cormick,  the  medical  officer 
for  the  Killcoe  and  Aghadown  temporary  hospital,  attended,  to  bring  the  state 
of  that  hospital  before  the  Board ; when,  at  my  recommendation,  a resolution 
was  entered  into  to  advance  a sum  of  10/.  to  meet  the  current  expenses,  till  the 
accounts  he  brought  forward,  with  a view  to  put  them  in  a way  of  being 
settled.  A considerable  sum  is  due  by  the  hospital,  prior  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, over  which  the  Board  think  they  have  no  control,  and  which  they  are 
not  bound  to  pay. 

At  their  next  meeting,  I shall  have  the  matter  again  brought  forward.  The 
remainder  of  the  collectors’  books  were  signed.  The  3$.  rate,  with  the  arrears, 
shall  now  proceed  with  the  utmost  vigilance  in  collection. 

The  supply  of  clothing  contracted  for  has  not  yet  all  been  delivered,  which 
has  been  attended  with  much  inconvenience.  There  is  room  in  the  house 
(exclusive  of  the  stores  fitted  up)  for  200,  and  I have  thought  it  imprudent  and 
dangerous  to  admit  paupers  to  the  house  in  their  own  clothes,  although  several 
are  applying.  The  contractors  have  been  urged  to  send  in  the  supplies  without 
delay,  which  are  expected  early  next  week.  The  doctor  reports  a most  favour- 
able change  in  the  health  of  the  hoys,  since  they  were  removed  to  the  house 
fitted  up  out  of  Skibbereen,  for  their  permanent  residence. 

Over  100  schools  are  now  in  operation,  and  over  15,000  children  in  the 
Union,  receiving  food.  I am  about  entering  into  contracts  for  a supply  of  bread 
to  all,  as  that  mode  of  relief  will  he  attended  with  less  trouble  in  every  respect, 
than  erecting  boilers,  and  cooking  the  food. 

The  accounts  of  the  Union  have  not  yet  been  settled ; the  man  who  under- 
took to  do  so  has  not  yet  come,  hut  has  promised  to  he  here  on  Tuesday  next. 
Dysentery  has  been  on  the  increase,  and  most  of  the  hospitals  are  full,  but  fever 
has  not  increased. 


Skibbereen  Union. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — December  28,  1847. 

I am  to  state,  with  reference  to  the  debts  on  account  of  the  temporary 
fever  hospital  to  which  you  advert,  that  the  Commissioners  cannot  legally  pay 
out  of  the  poor-rates,  any  expenses  on  account  of  such  hospitals,  which  were 
received  before  the  1st  October  last. 

As  regards  the  supply  of  clothing  for  the  workhouse  inmates,  I am  to  request 
your  attention  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  22nd  instant,  and  to  state 
that  the  Commissioners  trust  that  every  exertion  will  be  made  to  obtain,  with- 
out delay,  the  supplies  of  clothing  which  have  been  ordered  from  the  con- 
tractors. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Marshall,  Temporary  Inspector: — 
December  24,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith,  for  your 
information,  an  extract  from  a report  which  the  Commissioners  have  received 
from  Mr.  Phelan,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  relative  to  the  number  of  boys, 
between  the  ages  of  15  and'  18,  requiring  employment  or  instruction  in  the 
workhouse  of  the  Skibbereen  Union ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  state  whether  the  boys  referred  to,  can  be,  taken  into  the  school  for 
a portion  of  each  day. 

Enclosure. 

Extract  from  Mr.  Phelan’s  Report: — December  13,  1847. 

(A.)  I beg  particularly  to  observe  that  in  this,  as  in  some  other  houses,  the  number 
of  boys  above  15  is  becoming  very  considerable.  There  are  about  120  of  this  class,  perhaps 
from  15  to  17  or  18  years  old.  These  get  no  school  instruction,  although  many  of  them  are 
evidently  much  in  want  of  it,  and  there  is  little  employment  for  them.  I would  take  the 
liberty  of  suggesting  that  the  schoolmaster  should  devote  a couple  of  hours  daily  to  the  instruc- 
tion of  this  class.  Without  it,  and  especially  whilst  unemployed,  they  will  only  acquire  bad 
habits  from  idleness,  and  their  intermixture  with  the  elder  male,  paupers ; and  1 should  think 
that  the  schoolmaster  could  readily  devote  some  time  to  their  instruction,  religious  as  well  as 
scholastic. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  30,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  that  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  for  this  Union  yesterday,  when  Mr.  Crawford  was  also  present. 

The  collectors  were  ordered  to  proceed  with  the  collections  of  the  rates  with 
all  possible  diligence,  and  Tobin,  who  has  so  large  a district,  was  told  that 
unless  he  return  an  amount  of  rate  weekly  to  satisfy  the  Guardians,  he  will  be 
■dismissed,  and  more  collectors  appointed.  This  shall  be  strictly  attended  to, 
so  that  the  collection  of  the  3s.  rate,  and  the  arrears,  may  be  completed  as 
soon  as  possible. 

A circular  has  been  ordered  to  be  sent  to  each  of  the  clergy  of  all  denomi- 
nations, to  impress  upon  the  rate-payers  the  necessity  of  paying,  without  delay, 
that  the  debts  of  the  Union  may  be  paid  off,  and  the  poor  in  the  Union  sup- 
ported. 

The  Guardians  have  ordered  clothing  to  be  purchased  at  once,  to  supply  the 
workhouse,  where  it  can  be  had,  as  the  contractor  has  not  yet  delivered 
according  to  agreement. 

Upwards  of  200  vacancies  are  in  the  house  at  present,  besides  two  stores 
taken,  not  yet  occupied;  therefore  the  able-bodied  may  be  admitted.  Since 
the  food  has  been  given  in  the  several  schools,  the  pressure  is  not  nearly  so 
great,  and  many  are  going  out  daily  when  they  have  their  children  provided 
for.  Under  these  circumstances,  I have  every  reason  to  think  that  an  order 
for  giving  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  will  not  be  necessary.  Should  all 
the  accommodation  he  taken  up,  I would  prefer  taking  more  stores  for  two 
months  rather  than  have  recourse  to  that  alternative. 

Owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather,  disease  has  been  more  prevalent ; the 
last  week,  influenza  and  dysentery. 

The  person  who  had  engaged  to  come  to  wind  up  the  accounts  of  the  Union 
has  not  yet  commenced  doing  so;  I would  therefore  advise  that,  if  convenient, 
the  Commissioners  should  send  down  a competent  person  from  Dublin  to  do 
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so  without  delay,  as,  from  the  present  state  of  the  accounts,  nothing  satisfactory  Mlabbereen  Union, 
can  be  arrived  at,  and  the  business  of  the  Union  cannot  be  put  in  a proper 
system  of  regularity,  without  which  the  working  of  the  Union  cannot  be  carried 
on  as  it  ought. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  Dr.  Phelan’s  report,  with  regard  to  those 
children  from  15  to  IS  requiring  employment  or  instruction  in  the  workhouse, 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  boys’  school  has  been  removed  from  the 
workhouse,  and  is  now  in  a separate  building,  about  a mile  from  Skibbereen, 
and  therefore  all  the  boys  referred  to  could  not  at  present  receive  instruction ; 
but  I have  directed  the  master  of  the  workhouse  to  remove  the  youngest  of 
that  class  to  the  boys’  school,  as  several  of  them  are  unable  to  do  any  work, 
and  should  it  be  found  necessary  for  the  others,  I shall  recommend  the 
Guardians  to  have  an  assistant  schoolmaster,  for  a short  time,  until  all  the 
male  children  return  to  the  house ; as,  in  spring,  it  is  expected  the  pressure 
will  be  much  less,  and  accommodation  for  all  will  be  had  in  the  house. 


Reply  to  the  above: — January  4,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  will  address  the  Guardians  on  the  subject  of  the 
sureties  of  the  master  of  the  workhouse. 

With  regard  to  the  Union  accounts,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
are  not  enabled  to  detach  any  of  the  clerks  in  their  establishment  to  arrange 
the  Union  accounts,  and  they  would  suggest  that  the  Guardians  should  obtain 
from  Cork,  the  services  of  some  person  competent  to  make  up  the  accounts 
correctly. 

Under  the  circumstances  stated  in  your  report,  it  appears  desirable  that  the 
Board  of  Guardians  should  engage  an  assistant  schoolmaster  in  the  workhouse, 
with  a view  to  instruct  the  elder  boys,  and  to  keep  them  employed. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners: — January  6,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  on  Monday  the  3rd  instant,  I visited  the 
electoral  division  of  Kilmore,  with  regard  to  the  arrangement  of  the  schools  there, 
and  to  contract  for  a supply  of  bread.  The  state  of  that  district  is  much  improved, 
and  a very  general  disposition  is  shown  to  cultivate  the  laud,  and  prepare  for  the 
spring  crops. 

On  Tuesday  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  when  the  relieving 
officers’  accounts  were  examined  : the  same  evening,  I went  to  Glandore,  in  the 
electoral  division  of  Kilfaughnabeg,  to  inspect  the  schools ; next  day,  I proceeded 
to  Roscarberry  and  Clonakilty  for  the  same  purpose,  and  returned  this  day  t& 
Skibbereen,  when  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  In  my  visit 
to  the  eastern  part  of  the  Union  I found  a great  necessity  for  having  a district 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  meet  in  Ruthbarry,  in  order  to  examine 
the  relieving  officers’  hooks,  and  inspect  the  paupers  on  the  out-door  relief  lists, 
as  I was  informed  that  improper  persons  are  receiving  rations  ; but  I had  no 
means  of  ascertaining  the  correctness  of  my  information.  I brought  the  subject 
before  the  Board,  and  a resolution  was  passed  to  have  an  order  from  the  Commis- 
sioners to  form  a district  of  Rathbarry,  Kilkeranmore,  and  Ardfield  : but  in  order 
to  investigate  the  matter  at  once,  I have  arranged  to  meet  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  those  electoral  divisions  on  Saturday,  the  8th  instant,  the  result  of  which  I shall 
report  on  my  return.  From  the  number  of  vacancies  in  the  workhouse  at  present, 
it  was  resolved  to  test  a number  of  those  receiving  out  door  relief,  by  which,  I have 
no  doubt,  a reduction  will  be  made.  In  Caharagh  this  plan  was  adopted,  and  a 
number  gave  up  the  out-door  relief  rather  than  come  into  the  workhouse  ; care, 
however,  will  be  taken  in  selecting  those  for  this  test  that  none  may  be  in  danger, 
sufficiency.  • 

The  collectors  were  present  this  day,  when  their  books  were  checked  and 
examined.  I again  urged  the  necessity  of  getting  in  the  rates  without  delay,  and 
enforcing  the  payment  by  every  means.  A feeling  has  gone  abroad,  that  from  the 
distressed  state  of  this  Union,  the  payment  of  the  rates  would  not  he  enforced  by 
the  Government ; but  I took  the  opportunity  of  stating,  that  the  last  shilling  would 
be  enforced,  and  most  rigidly;  and  that  any  collector  not  doing  his  duty  diligently 
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Skibbereen  Union,  would  be  dismissed : and  from  my  intercourse  at  present  -with  the  clergy  of  all  per- 
suasions, I have  requested  them  to  explain  to  the  people  the  necessity  of  the  rates 
being  paid  without  delay,  in  order  to  meet  the  demand  of  the  Union,  and  support 
the  poor : this  has  been  met  in  a proper  spirit. 

I find  with  reference  to  the  securities  of  the  master,  when  he  found  the  objec- 
tion made,  be  provided  others. 

The  clothing  granted  for  this  Union  out  of  the  naval  stores  will  be  most  accept- 
able, and  enable  the  Guardians  to  give  increased  accommodation;  in  addition  to 
this  they  are  providing  a supply  through  a contractor.  A letter  was  this  day 
written  to  an  accountant  in  Cork,  to  come  down  to  settle  the  accounts. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  19,  1848. 

An  order  will  be  issued  authorizing  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  appoint  a 
Committee  for  the  Rathbarry,  Kilkeranmore,  and  Ardfield  electoral  divisions,  in 
accordance  with  the  6th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners: — January  11,  1848. 

I attended  a meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Kilkeranmore,  Ardfield,  Rathbarry,  and  Rosscarberry,  at  Miltown  (being  a 
central  situation),  on  Saturday,  the  8th  instant,  when  the  relieving  officer’s 
hooks  for  Kilkeranmore  were  examined,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  they  were 
found  satisfactory.  There  was  a full  attendance  of  the  Guardians  of  the 
eastern  part  of  the  Union,  and  they  entered  into  resolutions  to  meet  every 
Monday,  for  the  purpose  of  scrutinizing  the  out-door  relief  lists,  to  look  after 
the  contracts  for  meal,  and  also  to  examine  the  rate-collectors’  books,  with  a 
view  to  afford  every  assistance  in  the  collection  of  the  rates.  A Committee  of 
the  Guardians,  such  as  I proposed  in  my  former  report,  will  be  of  great  advan- 
tage in  that  locality,  it  being  upwards  of  12  miles  from  Skibbereen.  The  rate- 
paycrs  will  feel  they  are  protected,  and  the  poor  will  be  attended  to.  I shall 
endeavour  to  have  such  Committees  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  which  will 
tend  to  lessen  the  duties  of  the  Board  at  Skibbereen,  and  have  the  business  of 
the  Union  more  efficiently  managed. 

It  is  proposed  in  some  electoral  divisions,  where  it  can  be  carried  into  effect, 
to  give  cooked  food  daily,  to  those  on  the  out-door  relief  list.  In  many  cases, 
the  meal  given  out  cannot  be  cooked  sufficiently  by  those  getting  it;  and  some 
who  are  now  getting,  perhaps,  14  lbs.  on  one  day  in  the  week,  would  not  look 
for  it  were  they  obliged  to  come  for  a daily  ration  of  cooked  food,  although 
they  may  come  within  the  denomination  of  the  three  classes ; but,  should  this 
plan  be  adopted,  care  will  be  taken  that  those  unable  to  come  for  it  daily, 
shall  have  their  allowance  in  the  usual  way.  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  this  day,  when  the  relieving  officers  attended,  and  had  the  books 
examined  and  initialed  by  the  Chairman.  They  received  further  instructions 
with  regard  to  testing  a certain  number  of  those  on  the  out-door  Telief  lists, 
by  giving  tickets  for  admission  to  the  workhouse,  as  there  continues  to  be  room 
in  the  workhouse  for  nearly  200 ; and,  in  order  to  afford  more,  I gave  direc- 
tions to  the  master  to  send  100  of  the  youngest  boys  to  the  school,  separate 
from  the  workhouse,  or  as  many  as  can  be  accommodated  there.  Although 
they  are  over  15  years  of  age,  many  of  them  are  unable  to  work,  and  will  be 
better  separate  from  the  grown-up  paupers,  and  to  receive  some  education. 

The  clothing  contracted  for  is  on  the  way  from  Cork;  therefore,  from  the 
vacancies  in  the  house,  and  the  two  stores  yet  unoccupied,  ample  accommodation 
will  be  available,  and  a means  of  testing  all  will  be  had. 

The  pressure  for  admission  only  arises,  when  it  is  known  the  house  is  full. 

From  the  high  price  of  milk,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a supply  (at 
almost  any  price),  a substitute  has  been  provided,  made  from  a pound  of  ground 
rice’  foiled  in  a gallon  of  new  milk  and  a gallon  of  water ; this  is  found  most 
palatable,  and  rather  medicinal,  in  cases  of  dysentery,  which  are  more  prevalent 
than  usual. 

The  French  hand-mill  granted  to  the  Union  has  arrived,  and  is  most  useful. 
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Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners: — January  13,  1848. 

I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  when  the 
collectors  attended  and  had  their  books  and  receipt  blocks  examined  and  checked, 
ihe  rate  collected  and  lodged  for  the  last  week  amounts  to  908/.  la.  Id.,  and 
the  collectors  continue  to  receive  orders  to  use  every  exertion  to  get  in  the  rates 
with  all  possible  expedition.  A committee  was  formed  to  examine  and  report 
on  the  next  day  of  meeting,  upon  the  several  hospitals,  with  a view  to  make 
such  arrangements  as  may  he  deemed  necessary  ; but  the  Guardians  don’t  seem 
aware,  whether  they  have  the  power  of  closing  all  or  any  of  the  temporary 
fever  hospitals,  or  whether  it  is  compulsory  upon  them  to  provide  funds  for 
their  continuance.  It  would  be  well  if  this  were  clearly  defined. 

A meeting  of  the  Aghadown  Relief  Committee  is  to  be  held  to-morrow,  at 
which  I propose  attending,  for  the  purpose  of  having  some  arrangements  made 
with  regard  to  the  hospital  there,  which  has  been  so  long  in  a most  irregular 
state  as  regards  the  accounts.  The  several  relief  committees  having  ceased  to 
act,  has  created  much  confusion  with  reference  to  the  hospital.  I shall  endea- 
vour to  bring  the  committees  together  to  remedy  this,  as  it  is  only  through 
them  and  the  Finance  Committee  the  Guardians  can  be  called  on  to  make  any 
advance  for  the  payment  of  the  debts,  or  for  the  support  of  the  hospitals. 

I shall  report  the  result  of  the  meeting  to-morrow.  A resolution  was  adopted 
to  advertise  for  a competent  person  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Union,  which 
I have  long  tried  to  have  wound  up  without  effect,  not  being  able  to  get  a 
person  conversant  with  the  books  of  a workhouse,  but  hope  through  this  means 
to  have  them  settled  without  further  delay. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  19,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  addressed  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the 
subject  of  the  temporary  fever  hospitals  in  the  Union. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners  : — Jammy  20,  1848. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  when  I 
brought  the  subject  before  them  with  reference  to  the  necessity  of  appointing 
additional  collectors,  but  they  passed  a resolution  stating  the  difficulties  and 
delay  that  would  arise  by  cancelling  the  arrangements  made  with  their  present 
collectors,  and  were  still  of  opinion  that  the  rate  would  be  collected  as  effi- 
ciently by  those  engaged.  10  IS/.  19s.  1 d.  has  been  lodged  the  last  week.  But 
should  more  collectors  be  found  necessary,  I have  no  doubt  the  Guardians  will 
appoint  them,  as  they  are  determined  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  the  utmost;  and  from  the  advice  and  aid  of  the  clergy  in  the 
collection  of  the  rates,  I have  every  reason  to  hope  that  little  delay  will  occur 
in  having  them  paid  in. 

The  solicitor  to  the  Guardians  is  taking  proceedings  to  recover  the  present 
rate,  and  arrears  due  upon  the  several  properties  in  chancery. 

The  Committee  appointed  last  day  of  meeting  made  a report  upon  the  hos- 
pitals of  the  Union,  and  recommended  they  should  be  concentrated,  and  have 
proposed  certain  districts ; the  Guardians  have  named  this  day  week  to  discuss 
the  subject. 

I am  sorry  to  have  to  report  the  death  of  the  medical  officer  (Dr.  Brady), 
who  was  in  charge  of  Caheragh  hospital,  he  was  carried  off  by  malignant  lever ; 
another  medical  officer  has  been  sent  down.  Dr.  Brady  was  most  efficient  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  since  his  appointment  to  this  district. 

The  clothing  has  been  received  from  the  contractor,  and  is  now  making  up. 
The  out-door  relief  lists  have  been  considerably  reduced  since  the  relievin'* 
officers  commenced  testing  a number  by  giving  tickets  to  the  workhouse;  out 
of  one  electoral  division  where  forty  tickets  were  given,  only  four  appeared  at 
the  workhouse  this  week. 

There  are  nearly  200  vacancies  in  the  house,  besides  the  stores  not  yet 
occupied;  but  should  all  be  filled,  those  coming  within  the  three  classes 
shall  at  once  be  discharged,  and  have  out-door  relief.  Applications  were 
received  to-day  from  persons  proposing  to  settle  the  books  and  accounts  of 

4 I 2 


Skibbereen  Union. 
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Skibbereen  Union,  the  Union,  and  a committee  has  been  named  to  select  the  most  competent  to 
undertake  it. 

The  change  adopted  by  substituting  rice  boiled  in  milk  and  water,  as  alluded 
to  in  my  last  report,  is  attended  with  good  effects,  as  well  as  being  a great 
saving  to  the  Union.  I shall  have  a report  from  the  doctor  on  the  subject,  who 
will  be  able  to  give  more  information  upon  it,  as  to  the  health  of  the  paupers 
since  it  has  been  given  them.  The  sanitary  state  of  the  Union  continues 
favourable ; although  dysentery  prevails  to  some  extent,  fever  is  not  prevalent, 
and  very  few  deaths.  In  East  Skull  and  Kilcoe  only  four  persons  have  died 
within  the  last  three  months,  who  were  upon  the  out-door  relief  lists. 

Means  are  adopted  to  provide  employment  for  the  paupers  in  the  workhouse 
as  far  as  possible,  four  looms  are  at  work  weaving  flannel  aud  coarse  linen  for 
the  house,  and  the  women  are  about  being  instructed  to  knit  woollen  caps  for 
the  men  and  boys. 

In  my  next  report  I shall  furnish  a return  of  what  has  been  done  in  this  way 
for  the  last  six  months,  as  it  is  most  desirable  to  render  the  workhouse  as 
reproductive  as  possible,  and  by  which  the  habits  of  the  inmates  will  be 
improved. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners: — January  27,  1S48. 

On  Tuesday  the  relieving  officers  attended  at  the  workhouse  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  lists  of  those  paupers  upon  the  out-door  relief  lists  to  whom 
tickets  for  admission  to  the  workhouse  had  been  given,  and  ascertain  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  presented  themselves ; but  upon  examination  it  was  found  not 
more  than  one  in  ten  had  done  so.  In  order  to  afford  as  much  room  as  pos- 
sible for  the  able-bodied,  those  entitled  to  out-door  relief  now  in  the  house 
shall  be  discharged,  having  been  tested. 

I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  when  the  collectors 
attended,  they  having  previously  lodged  the  amount  collected,  and  had  their 
books  checked  and  examined ; uponexamining  the  collector’s  books  of  Caharragh 
and  Droumdalleague  (John  Kelly)  I found  them  kept  irregularly,  and  the 
amounts  received  not  entered  in  the  collecting  book,  and  also  that  he  had  not 
used  proper  diligence  in  his  collection  in  these  electoral  divisions.  I found  it 
necessary  to  report  him  to  the  Guardians ; and  should  he  not  keep  his  books 
more  regularly  and  get  in  the  rates  more  promptly,  I would  recommend  his 
dismissal.  Over  1000/.  has  been  collected  the  last  week.  A Committee  has 
been  named  to  meet  at  the  Board-room  to-morrow,  which  I shall  attend  to 
report  upon  the  present  state  of  the  rate-books,  as  a proper  revision  is  much 
wanted,  in  order  that  correct  rate-books  be  prepared  in  time  for-  the  next 
rate. 

An  additional  supply  of  clothing  has  been  advertised  for ; and  in  doing  so  I 
suggested  that  Industrial  Committees  and  private  individuals  who  have  had  frieze, 
flannel,  and  linen  manufactured,  be  solicited  to  send  in  tenders,  in  order  that  as 
much  employment  be  afforded  within  the  district  as  possible.  The  clothing 
granted  from  the  Naval  stores  has  been  received. 

From  the  increased  number  of  applications  for  admission  at  the  workhouse 
the  last  week,  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  resolved  to  rent  additional  stores 
to  receive  the  able-bodied  paupers,  and  prevent  the  necessity  of  giving  out-door 
relief  to  that  class.  A temporary  shed  or  timber-house  would  be  much  required, 
in  which  stoves  could  be  put,  to  increase  the  day-room  for  adult  males.  The 
female  children  are  all  to  be  removed  at  once  to  the  store  fitted  up  for  their 
permanent  accommodation ; their  present  school-room  will  be  applied  as  a day- 
room  for  the  adult  females,  as  it  is  more  desirable  to  have  that  class  in  the 
workhouse. 

I have  further  to  report  that  no  pauper  has  been  refused  admission  to  the 
workhouse  for  the  last  month  from  want  of  acommodation  in  the  house. 

An  accountant  has  been  appointed  to  arrange  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Union,  and  has  commenced  doing  so. 

The  collectors  have  been  ordered  to  come  weekly  (every  Wednesday)  to 
have  their  books  checked,  and  have  all  money  collected  lodged  that  day  with 
the  treasurer,  in  order  that  the  clerk  may  make  out  the  weekly  return  as 
ordered  by  the  Commissioners. 
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The  relieving  officers  have  also  been  ordered  to  send  in  their  books  on  Wed-  Skibbereen  Union, 
nesdays  to  be  checked  by  the  clerk,  and  attend  themselves  on  Thursdays  to 
have  them  examined  and  initialed  by  the  chairman ; by  this  arrangement  the 
business  can  be  efficiently  done,  as  the  out-door  relief  lists  have  been  much 
reduced  since  the  children  received  food  at  the  schools. 

I fear  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Guardians  to  concentrate  the  hospitals  of  the 
Union  would  be  attended  with  risk,  particularly  for  the  next  two  months, 
when  contagious  disease  is  most  to  be  apprehended,  and  when  no  hospitals  of 
sufficient  accommodation  are  at  present  built  if  a large  district  were  taken  in. 

Owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  fever  and  dysentery  have  been  on 
the  increase  in  the  Union.  It  is  still  undefined  whether  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians have  the  power  of  closing  certain  hospitals  in  the  Union  without  the 
sanction  of  the  Board  of  Health.  I propose  having  meetings  of  the  Relief 
Committees  under  the  Fever  Act,  in  order  to  have  their  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  shall  write  to  the  chairman  of  each  to  that  effect. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  17,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  report  of  the  27th  ultimo  I am  directed  by  the 
Commissioners  to  forward  herewith  for  your  information  a copy  of  observations 
of  their  architect  on  the  proposed  erection  of  temporary  buildings  on  the  w’ork- 
house  premises. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  concur  in  the  tenor 
of  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  observations. 

Enclosure  : — Observations  of  Commissioners’  Architect. 

The  school-rooms  will  give  good  day-rooms  when  the  children  are  removed,  and  the 
day-rooms  will  then  be  equal  to  the  sleeping-rooms.  If  a wooden  building  is  erected  it  will 
become  a dormitory,  and  I think  the  house  will  be  better  without  it. 

The  state  of  Sligo,  Parsonstown,  and  several  other  houses,  owing  to  over-crowding  from  the 
effect  of  dormitory  sheds,  renders  the  advantages  of  such  erections  very  doubtful  on  the  whole. 

February  12,  1848.  G.  W. 


Extract  from  Report  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Marshall  January  29,  1848. 

You  can  have  no  idea  of  the  great  good  the  British  Association  bounty 
is  doing  to  this  Union : hundreds  of  lives  have  been  saved  by  it,  and  were  it 
not  for  this,  the  scenes  of  last  year  would  have  been  witnessed  in  Skib- 
bereen again.  I am  endeavouring  to  relieve  the  poor  in  such  an  effective  way, 
both  by  the  P oor  Law  and  by  feeding  their  children  at  the  schools,  as  will,  I 
trust,  carry  this  Union  over  the  trying  season  before  us.  If  we  had  two  months 
more  over,  much  relief  would  be  had  by  employment,  and  I therefore  would 
beg  you  to  allow  me  a discretionary  power  to  go  as  far  as  20,000,  if  I find  that 
I require  that  number.  I liave  adopted  every  means  to  have  only  the  destitute 
children  fed,  and  that  they  get  what  is’  allowed  them.  I find  it  necessary  to 
have  a person  to  go  through  the  schools,  say  in  one  or  two  electoral  divisions, 
to  see  the  children  fed,  and  my  directions  attended  to,  and  not  to  allow 
improper  persons  to  be  on  the  lists. 

I have  arranged  to  give  the  sick  children  their  bread,  and  shall  buy  a little 
rice  and  have  it  ground  for  them.  A good  many  are  suffering  from  dysentery, 
measles,  and  small-pox.  They  are  much  in  want  of  clothes,  but  as  there  has 
been  a large  quantity  of  flannel  made  in  the  Union  which  could  be  had  mode- 
rate, I would  not  recommend  your  sending  clothes  here  but  money  to  buy. 
W e have  extremely  few  deaths. 
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Granard  Union. 


GRANARD  UNION. 


Mr.  Flanagan,  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  14,  1847. 

I examined  yesterday  the  books  of  the  different  relieving  officers  of  this 
Union,  and  have  to  report,  that  although  relief  has  been  given  by  them  for  a 
period  of  three  weeks  and  more,  their  books  have  not  as  yet  been  initialed  by  the 
chairman ; and  the  relief  consequently  has  been  illegally  dispensed. 

I would  beg  that  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  be  drawn  to  this 
subject,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  have  the  Application  and  Report  Book  re°u- 
Jarly  initialed.  ° 

The  system  which  at  present  exists  is  liable  to  the  greatest  abuses,  and  leaves 
the  entire  dispensing  of  relief  in  the  power  of  the  relieving  officers. 

The  condition  of  this  Union,  I regret  to  state,  is  most  deplorable.  The  Guar- 
dians  are  not  able  to  give  the  different  relieving  officers  more  than  one-tenth  part 
ot  the  sum  required  for  their  several  districts. 

Th6  ?te;b?oks  for  the  3s-  rate  were  signed,  and  the  collecting  books  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  collectors  in  the  course  of  next  week.  This  rate,  if  actively  col- 
lected and  not  absorbed  by  the  present  creditors  of  the  Union,  will  do  much  to 
alleviate  the  present  very  great  distress. 

I have  to  report,  moreover,  that  of  the  applicants  for  relief  many  are  able- 
bodied  persons  not  coming  within  the  terms  of  the  first  section,  or  of  the  limited 
order  issued  under  the  second  section. 

I would  therefore  beg  to  recommend  that  the  Commissioners  do  issue  an  order 
ex  ending  the  power  ol  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  give  out-door  relief  to  all  desti- 
tute poor  persons. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  -.—December  18,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy  of 
an  order  which  they  have  issued  to-day,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  in 
a report  made  to  them  by  Mr.  Flanagan,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  authorizing  you  to 
afford  out-door  relief,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension 
Act,  in  the  Granard  Union. 

In  reference  thereto,  I am  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  circumstance,  that  no 
•relief  can  be  legally  given  to  persons  in  employment,  that  such  relief  must  be  in 
food  only,  and  that  no  able-bodied  man  should  receive  relief  except  in  return  for 
Work. 

With  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  work  which  should  be  offered  to  able-bodied 
men,  the  Commissioners  have  to  state,  that  the  making  of  roads  and  stone-breaking 
are  two  modes  of  labour  which  have  been  suggested  as  expedient  for  employing 
persons  receiving  out-door  relief.  ° 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  the  question  of  employing  the  able-bodied 
paupers  of  the  Union  on  the  roads  left  unfinished  by  the  Board  of  Works,  or  on 
the  making  of  any  other  roads,  should  not  be  raised  at  the  present  moment ; and 
as  road-making  has  been  proved  on  a very  extensive  scale  to  be  no  adequate  test 
of  destitution,  the  Commissioners  would  strongly  recommend  the  other  test  which 
has  often  been  found  effectual,  namely,  stone-breaking;  and  they  suggest  the 
making  preparations  for  obtaining  a large  supply  of  hard  stone,  and  for  employing 
able-bodied  paupers  at  stone-breaking  by  task-work,  in  return  for  the  rations  to  be 
supplied  by  the  Union. 

_ 'lhe  Commissioners  have  further  to  state,  that  they  are  anxious  strictly  to  pro- 
hibit and  prevent  the  granting  relief  on  account  of  the  insufficiency  of  wages,  to 
persons  occasionally  in  employment  during  the  week. 

It  appears  to  the  Commissioners  that  there  is  no  rule  of  greater  importance 
in  the  administration  of  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men,  than  that  they 
should  be  maintained  either  wholly  by  their  employer,  or  wholly  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  and  that  the  strongest  line  should  thus  be  drawn  between  relief  and 
wages. 

In  setting  able-bodied  men  to  stone-breaking  by  task-work  as  a condition  of 
relief,  much  will  depend  on  the  knowledge,  firmness,  and  discretion  of  those  who 
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may  be  appointed  to  superintend  stone-breaking : and  tlie  Commissioners  cannot 
too  strongly  urge  you  to  be  peculiarly  careful  in  permitting  yourselves  to  be 
influenced  by  no  other  considerations  that  those  of  personal  fitness  in  selecting 
candidates  for  that  highly  important  office. 

The  Commissioners  will  take  this  opportunity  of  observing,  that  in  specifying 
the  period  of  eight  hours  at  least  in  the  day  during  which  every  able-bodied  pauper 
should  be  required  to  work,  they  have  made  allowance  for  the  present  season  of 
the  year,  and  for  the  possible  circumstance  that  some  of  the  able-bodied  paupers 
may  come  to  the  stone-breaking  from  a considerable  distance.  It  is  not,  however, 
by  any  means  intended  to  prevent  the  Guardians  from  requiring  work  during  a 
still  longer  period  of  time ; the  period  of  eight  hours  is  in  fact  merely  the  minimum 
space  ol  time  in  the  day  during  which  every  able-bodied  pauper  should  give  the 
value  of  his  labour  to  the  Union. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  remind  you  that  the  out-door  relief 
order  is  only  temporary,  and  that  every  possible  exertion  should  be  made  to  render 
the  workhouse  available,  almost  exclusively,  for  the  relief  of  able-bodied  men  with 
their  families,  and  that  it  is  also  advisable  to  provide  further  workhouse  accommo- 
dation by  every  means  which  the  Union  may  present  for  affording  in-door  relief  as 
far  as  practicable  to  all  classes  of  the  destitute  poor. 

Enclosure. — Order  for  Out- Door  Relief. 

To  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the  Granard  Union ; to  the  Clerk  and  other  Officers  of  the 
said  Union;  and  to  all  other  persons  whom  it  may  concern. 

Whereas  it  has  been  shown  to  our  satisfaction,  that,  by  reason  of  the  want  of  room  in 
the  workhouse  of  the  said  Union,  adequate  relief  cannot,  be  afforded  therein  to  destitute  poor 
persons  not  being  persons  permanently  disabled,  or  destitute  poor  persons  disabled  by  sickness 
or  accident,  or  destitute  poor  widows  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent  on 
them,  and  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Guardians  of  the  said  Union  to  admi- 
nister relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  such  destitute  poor  persons  for  a limited  time  as  herein- 
after mentioned. 

Now  therefore  we,  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland,  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  the  said  Guardians  to  administer  relief  out  of  the 
workhouse,  in  food,  to  destitute  poor  persons  not  being  persons  permanently  disabled  from 
labour  by  reason  of  old  age,  infirmity,  or  bodily  or  mental  defect,  and  not  being  persons  dis- 
abled from  labour  by  reason  of  severe  sickness  or  serious  accident,  and  thereby  deprived  of  the 
means  of  earning  a subsistence  for  themselves  and  their  families,  whom  they  are  liable  by  law 
to  maintain,  and  not  being  poor  widows  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent  on 
them,  for  two  months  next  ensuing  after  the  date  of  this  order. 

And  we  do  hereby  make  the  following  rules  and  regulations  as  to  the  granting,  ordering, 
and  giving  of  relief  to  all  persons  who  shall  be  relieved  by  the  said  Guardians,  under  the 
authority  of  this  order,  that  is  to  say : — 

1.  Every  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this  order  shall  be  relieved  in  food  only,  and 
such  food  shall,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  be  cooked  food. 

2.  Every  able-bodied  male  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this  order  shall,  as  far  as 
is  practicable,  be  set  to  perform  a task  of  work  during  eight  hours  at  least  of  every  day  for 
which  he  receives  such  relief. 

3.  No  able-bodied  person  who  shall  be  in  employment,  nor  any  part  of  his  or  her  family, 
shall  receive  relief  as  a destitute  person  under  the  authority  of  this  order. 

And  for  the  more  effectual  adminstration  of  relief  under  this  order,  we  do  hereby  authorize 
and  direct  the  said  Guardians  to  oppoint  so  many  relieving  officers  as  shall  be  found  sufficient, 
from  time  to  time,  to  superintend  the  labour  of  such  'person  as  shall  be  set  to  work,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  regulations  in  this  order  contained,  and  otherwise  to  assist  in  the  administration  of 
relief  under  thisorder,  as  the  said  Guardians,  subject  to  our  approval,  shall  direct 

Sealed  with  our  seal,  this  eighteenth  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-seven. 

(Signed)  E.  T.  B.  Twisleton. 

(Countersigned) 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — December  18,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  a report  from  their  Inspector,  Mr. 
Flanagan,  relating  to  Granard  Union,  in  which  he  states  that  he  examined  the 
hooks  of  the  different  relieving  officers,  and  found  that  although  out-door  relief 
has  been  given  in  that  Union  for  upwards  of  three  weeks,  their  books  have  not  as 
yet  been  initialed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 


Granard  Union. 
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The  Commissioners  desire  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
to  this  subject,  and  to  impress  upon  them  the  necessity  of  having  the  Application 
and  Report  Book  regularly  initialed  by  the  chairman,  as  prescribed  by  Article  7 of 
the  Commissioners’  general  order  for  the  administration  of  out-door  relief. 

I am  at  same  time  to  state  that  the  practice  of  the  relieving  officer  giving  relief 
without  a proper  authority,  which  at  present  exists  in  Granard  Union,  is  liable  to 
the  greatest  abuses,  and  leaves  the  entire  discretion  in  administering  relief  in  the 
power  of  the  relieving  officers. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Flanagan  : — December  20,  1847. 

In  reference  to  the  irregularity  which  you  state  has  occurred  in  the  keeping 
of  the  relieving  officers’  books,  I am  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a 
copy  of  a communication  which  the  Commissioners  have  addressed  to  the 
Guardians  on  the  subject. 

The  Commissioners  have  issued  an  extended  order  for  out-door  relief,  in  accord- 
ance with  your  request ; and  I am  also  to  enclose  herewith  a copy  of  the  letter 
which  accompanies  that  order. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  your  exertions  as  an  Inspector  may  be 
directed  with  great  advantage  to  requiring  the  Guardians  and  officers  of  a Union 
to  use  the  forms  of  accounts  in  the  way  prescribed. 


Extracts  from  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  Board  of  Guardians  : — 
20th  December,  1847. 

Letter  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  dated  18th  December,  1847. 

In  compliance  with  this  letter,  the  Guardians  waited  to  a late  hour  in  revising 
the  relieving  officers’  books,  and  adjourned  to  Thursday,  23rd  instant,  for  further 
revision  of  the  books. 

Letter  from  the  Commissioners,  dated  18th  December,  1847-  No  order  was 
made  on  this  letter  whatever. 


Mr.  Flanagan  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  5,  1848. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union,  held  on  the  3id 
instant,  the  following  collectors  were  selected  for  the  collection  of  the  new 
rate : — 

Electoral  Division. 

. Abbeylara  . 

. Clonbroney  . 

. Lough  Gowna 

(Foyran 
Lickbla 
Coole 

. Scrabby 
. Rathowen  . 

J Mullaghoran 
■ 1 D minium  man 


James  Finnan 
Pat.  Carnygy 
Henry  Macken 

William  Creggy  . 

James  Cosgrave  . 
Michael  M'Loughlin 

William  Pollock  . 


Poundage. 

6 d. 

6 d. 

6 d. 

6 cl. 

6cl. 

6 d. 

UcZ. 


In  the  electoral  divisions  of  Columbkill  and  Granard  no  tender  was  made,  an 
the  Board  has  unanimously  determined  to  offer  the  collection  to  the  county  cess 
collector.  In  case  of  his  refusal,  another  person  will  be  appointed  upon  the  nex 
Board-day.  For  Gelshagh  no  tender  has  as  yet  been  made. 

Of  these  collectors,  Messrs.  Pat.  Carnygy  and  James  Cosgrave  are  the  on  y neu 
appointments.  I would  beg  that  the  Commissioners’  sanction  be  forthwith  runs 
mitted  to  the  Guardians,  who  are  most  anxious  to  put  the  rate  into  nnme  ia 
course  of  collection.  , . . j 

The  necessities  of  this  Union  are  so  urgent  and  pressing,  that  Major  B ac  ‘ 
lias  been  obliged  to  give  a personal  guarantee  to  the  treasurer  for  the  sum  o 
to  meet  the  current  expenditure  of  the  week.  , , n 

Upon  inspecting  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers,  they  were  found  to  ne  * 
irregularly  kept  and  signed,  and  in  fact  so  unintelligible,  that  the  oa 
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Guardians  has  been  obliged,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Blackball,  to  adjourn 
from  day  to  day  in  the  course  of  the  last  week,  and  to  prepare  new  lists  for  each 
of  the  electoral  divisions  of  the  persons  to  whom  relief  had  been  already  ordered. 
The  names  in  these  lists  to  be  afterwards  transcribed  into  new  books  which  have 
been  ordered  for  the  purpose,  an'd  the  signature  of  the  chairman  to  be  then 
affixed  to  those  entries,  and  such  relief  to  be  ordered  as  the  Board  may  think 
right. 

The  object  of  the  lists  is  two-fold ; first,  to  obtain  an  accurate  statement  of  the 
persons  to  whom  relief  is  necessary ; and  secondly,  an  exact  calculation  of  the  sum 
which  will  be  required  weekly  for  their  relief. 

For  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Guardians,  the  Relief  Committees  of  the  different 
divisions  have  been  requested  to  attend  and  assist  the  Guardians  with  their  local 
knowledge  of  the  parties  and  their  circumstances. 

The  Guardians  I found  most  anxious  to  give  relief  in  all  cases  in  money,  and 
several  of  their  lists  had  been  prepared  with  that  view.  I pointed  out  to  them  the 
illegality  of  this  course ; and  the  lists  will  undergo  a further  analysis  to  distinguish 
the  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the  1st  section,  from  those  to  whom  relief 
in  kind  ouly  can  be  given  under  the  2nd  section. 

The  lists  so  revised  and  prepared,  and  the  new  regular  entries  in  the  relieving 
officer’s  “Application  and  Report  Book”  consequent  thereon,  will,  I hope,  be  all 
furnished  and  ready  before  next  Wednesday. 

Meanwhile  there  will  be  much  irregularity  in  dispensing  relief,  which,  as  the 
Board  of  Guardians  (or  more  properly  speaking,  Major  Blackball)  is  energetically 
and  bond  fide  making  the  utmost  efforts  to  bring  the  system  as  quickly  as  possible 
into  legal  and  effective  operation,  I do  not  think  it  advisable  to  notice. 

Until  the  new  rate  has  been  actually  in  part  collected,  which  can  hardly  be  for 
the  next  three  weeks,  I fear  much  distress  will  exist  in  the  Union;  the  amount 
available  weekly  not  being  one-sixth  part  of  what  is  required  for  the  use  ol  the 
relieving  officers.  Indeed,  were  it  not  for  the  personal  guarantee  of  Major  Black- 
hall,  there  would  be  no  funds  even  for  the  support  of  the  workhouse  during  the 
present  week. 

If  it  were  possible  to  procure  for  the  Guardians  a loan  of  300?.,  it  would  do 
much  to  relieve  their  immediate  wants.  Indeed,  if  it  be  obtainable,  I know  not 
what  they  will  do  for  the  next  fortnight.  Major  Blackhall  has  intimated  that  he 
cannot  give  any  longer  his  personal  guarantee  for  money  advanced  ; and  it  he  do 
not,  upon  the  next  Board-day  there  will  be  the  workhouse  without  supplies,  and 
the  relieving  officer’s  book  filled  with  names  of  persons  to  whom  relief  has  been 
ordered,  and  no  money  to  procure  any.  Were  not  the  Guardians  now  energetically 
doing  their  utmost  to  meet  the  difficulty,  I would  not  recommend  procuring  a 
loan ; but  under  the  circumstances  I would  respectfully  submit  the  propriety  of 
advancing  one  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  8,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  inform  you  that  their  approval  of 
the  collectors’  appointments  was  conveyed  to  the  Guardians  by  yesterday’s  post. 

In  regard  to  your  suggestion  as  to  procuring  a loan  of  300?.  to  the  Guardians, 
I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  cannot  hold  out  any  prospect  of  a loan  to  the 
Guardians  of  Granard  Union. 

The  Commissioners  observe  that  in  the  return  on  the  20th  ultimo,  the  amount 
of  uncollected  rate  in  Granard  Union  was  as  much  as  1729?.  2s.  9fr?.,  and  the 
Commissioners  think  that  the  proper  remedy  for  the  present  financial  embarrass- 
ments of  the  Union  is,  for  the  Guardians  to  proceed  vigorously  in  compelling  the 
payment  of  that  sum  by  the  rate-payers  who  are  in  arrear. 


The  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — 
January  25,  1848. 

By  the  directions  of  the  Guardians  of  this  Union  I have  the  honour  of 
applying  to  request  you  will  obtain  for  the  Guardians  an  advance  of  1000?.  on  the 
security  of  the  rates,  to  enable  them  to  settle  their  accounts  with  Mr.  Dixon,  who 
refuses*  to  take  what  is  due  him  by  monthly  instalments,  and  who  is  at  this  moment 
taking  out  execution  against  them  for  the  sum  of  nearly  600?.,  as  also  to  pay  off 
other  old  debts. 

4 K 


Granard  Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


618  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  reply 
January  27,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  can  hold  out  no  expectation  of  a loan  to  the  Guardians 
from  any  quarter  for  the  purpose  mentioned. 

The  only  course  which  the  Guardians  can  effectually  take  is  to  collect  the  rates 
with  promptness  and  vigour,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  discharge  of  their  debts 
and  the  effectual  relief  of  the  destitute  poor.  5 


Mr.  Flanagan  to  the  Commissioners: — February  7,  1848. 

I feel  it  my  duty  to  report,  that  in  my  opinion  the  Board  of  Guardians  of 
this  Union  have  not  “duly  and  effectually  discharged  its  duties  according  to  the 
intention  of  the  Act  for  relief  of  the  poor,”  and  would  therefore  urge  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners  the  necessity  of  dissolving  this  Board  and 
m the  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  law,  appointing  paid  officers  to 
discharge  those  duties  which  the  present  Board  has  proved  itself  incompetent  to 

The  Commissioners  will,  by  reference  to  the  monthly  returns  of  the  state  of  the 
tunds  oi  this  Union  perceive  the  very  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  the  rate  has 
hitherto  been  collected.  To  prove  the  accuracy  of  my  representation,  I would 
beg  to  refer  them  to  the  case  of  electoral  division  of  Geisha,  the  net  annual  value 
of  winch  is  36631.,  and  in  which,  from  the  31st  of  December,  1847,  to  the  31st 
of  January,  1 848,  out  of  a gross  rate,  amounting  to  nearly  400 l,  a sum  of  121 
only  was  collected,  and  during  the  previous  month  of  November  a sum  little  ex- 
ceeding that. 

Directions  have  been  repeatedly  given  to  furnish  names  of  the  defaulting  rate- 
payers, with  a view  to  the  enforcing  a more  vigorous  and  active  collection,  and 
resolutions  to  that  effect  entered  upon  the  minutes,  but  never  acted  upon 

The  consequence  lias  been  that  the  amount  collected  from  week  to  week  is 
wholly  inadequate  to  meet  the  daily  increasing  destitution,  and  that  the  relief 
afforded  to  the  many  thousand  starving  poor  of  this  Union  is  barely  sufficient  to 
keep  them  from  the  grave. 

The  following  cases  which  I have  taken  indiscriminately  from  the  books  of  the 
relieving  officer  for  the  Columbkill  electoral  division,  will  give  a fair  idea  of  the 
average  relief  given  in  this  Union  to  every  person  receiving  it : — 

Ulurrdhtt  electoral  division,  No.  675,  in  Application  and  Report  Book. 

JyeaJxeiUy,  his  wife  and  seven  children,  ages  17,  15,  13,  11,  9,  8 2 making 
altogether  nine  in  family,  received  from  the  l3th  to  the  15th  week,  inclusive  of  thf 
nail  year,  half  a stone  of  meal  per  week;  during  the  16th  and  17th  weeks  none • 
18th  week  half  a stom,  and  during  the  19th,  20th,  and  21st  weeks,  one 
stone  of  meal  which  is _ the  maximum  allowance  made  to  him;  that  is  to  say 
per°day]g  ^ ^ SCal<3  ***”*  persons  are  t0  live  and  be  relieved  upon  2 lbs.  of  meal 

Again  in  the  same  book.  No.  8,  William  Crossan,  wife,  and  four  children 
during  the  17th  and  18th  weeks  they  received  one  quarter  of  a stone  of  meal  ■ 

ordered ^ “f  2fht’  ^ ? Stone’  ^ which  they  have  been 

" T ed  ’ , ■ f 'S  a Pound  of  “fa1  Pet  day  for  the  support  of  six  persons,  or  2 oss 
and  two-thirds  of  an  ounce  per  head.  rl  1 zs. 

lver®  a g™ss  mockery  and  perversion  of  language  to  call  food  doled  out  in 
s ch  a manner  relief,  it  is  rather  a hngering  process  of  starvation;  and  from  the 
representations  made  to  me  tins  day,  1 tear  that  many  have  already  fallen  victims 
to  hunger  pud  want ; and  when  it  is  recollected  that  6000  or  7000  persons  in  the 
to  Ae  “dlSent  state  are  upon  the  relieving  officers’  boots,  endeavouring 
manv  mmt  UlTe  “P™  ,sl“*  a scanty  pittance  as  that  allowed,  I fear  that 
many  more  will  be  earned  off,  unless  those  prompt  and  vigorous  exertions 

miking?  t0  °ieCk  * “ CTl1  that  th“  preseilt  Board  of  Guardians  is  capable  of 

the  am/al  fro“  ™Puti“S  t0  ‘hem  insensibility  to  the  sufferings  of  the  poor;  on 
toion  toa,7h-  , t?lleve  that  f*ey/eel  deeP‘y  and  se“8ibly  the  unfortu^te  com 
wffil  they/re  red“ced-  Unfortunately,  though  they  clamour  and 

XwWy  1 T™*  7 y*11/01’  hut  certail%  do  not  act.  I have  here  and 

i “ WlntIf  avd“e  S™e  tie  hV y ™-al  responsibihty  which 

as  Guaidians  of  the  poor  they  have  undertaken.  Although  alive  to  tlm  suffer- 
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ings  of  the  poor,  they  never  appear  to  recollect  that  upon  them  and  them  only  Granard  Union. 

the  duty  ol  relieving  them  devolves ; and  instead  of  energetically  and  per- 

severingly  endeavouring  to  check  the  evil,  they  cry  out  to  others  for  assistance,  and 

think  they  have  discharged  their  duty  without  a single  attempt  at  exertion  on  their 

own  part. 

I could  enumerate  many  other  facts  to  prove  the  incompetency  of  this  Board. 

One  more  will  suffice  to  show  the  careless  inattention  to  the  details  of  their 
business  which  characterizes  them. 

F fom  the  time  that  the  x-elieving  officers  have  been  giving  out-door  relief  to  the 
present,  their  books  have  never  yet  been  regularly  signed  and  initialed  by  the 
•chairman,  and  consequently  the  relief  given  has  been  illegally  given. 

Again,  although  there  are  about  1700  able-bodied  men  x-eceiving  relief,  not  the 
least  attempt  has  been  made  to  set  them  to  work  according  to  the  directions  in  the 
Commissioners’  order. 

Fox- these  (amongst  other)  reasons  I would  submit  to  the  Commissioners  the 
necessity  of  dissolving  this  Board  of  Guardians,  and  of  entrusting  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  law  to  persons  more  competent  (if  not  fitting)  to  extend  to  the 
destitute  poor  the  benefit  of  that  relief  the  law  has  given  them  a claim  to. 

While  thus  censuring  the  general  conduct  and  inefficiency  of  this  Board,  I think 
it  just  to  record  the  high  sense  I entex-tain  of  some  individual  members  of  it : in 
particular,  of  the  deputy  vice-chairman,  Major  Blackball,  who,  when  in  this 
country,  laboured  with  the  most  indefatigable  zeal,  energy,  and  ability,  and  through 
whose  assistance  I had  hoped  for  a considerable  time  to  extx-icate  this  Union  from 
its  present  embarrassments,  and  avoid  the  necessity  of  a dissolution.  His  necessary 
attendance  in  Parliament  deprived  the  Union  of  his  services,  and  matters  in  his 
absence  became  as  confused  as  ever. 

As  an  illustration  of  what  one  individual  can  accomplish,  I would  farther  state, 
that  of  the  15  electoral  divisions  of  this  Union,  in  which,  as  I have  already  said, 
there  are  about  1700  able-bodied  men  receiving  relief,  there  is  not  one  in  the  Castle 
Nugent  division.  Major  Blackball  having  given  directions  to  the  relieving  officer 
that  all  such  applicants  should.be  referred  to  his  steward  who  has  ordex-s  to  give 
them  employment. 

I feel  much  pleasure  in  bringing  under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners  this 
fact,  which  does  so  much  honour  to  Major  Blackball,  and  px-oves  that  even  in  this 
Union  the  Poor  Law  has  not  been  wholly  ineffectual  in  giving  a wholesome 
stimulus  to  industry. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — February  12,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  serious  consideration  the  state  of 
the  affairs  ol  the  Granard  Union,  and  the  financial  embarrassments  which  appear 
with  other  causes  to  have  prevented  the  Board  of  Guardians  from  effectually 
relieving  the  destitution  prevailing  in  the  Union.  In  consequence  of  representa- 
tions which  the  Commissioners  received  of  the  great  distress  existing  in  Granard 
Union,  and  of  the  insufficiency  of  any  measures  taken  by  the  Board  of  Guardians 
for  its  relief,  the  Commissioners  felt  it  necessaiy  to  direct  the  special  attention  of 
their  inspector,  Mr.  Flanagan,  to  the  state  of  Granard  Union.  They  have  now 
received  a report  from  him,  which  discloses  a state  of  affairs  which  cannot  be  per- 
mitted to  continue  in  the  Union  consistently  with  the  objects  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Acts. 

From  this  report,  and  from  the  financial  returns,  and  other  documents  before  the 
Commissioners  relating  to  the  Union,  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  relief  afforded 
by  the  Board  of  Guardians  has  been  wholly  insufficient  for  the  due  sustenance  of 
the  destitute  applicants.  It  appears  that  in  the  case  of  a destitute  family,  con- 
sisting of  a man,  his  wife,  and  seven  children,  making  nine  in  family,  only  half  a 
stone  of  meal  per  week  was  given  from  the  thirteenth  to  the  fifteenth  weeks  of  the 
half-year  inclusive ; the  same  family  appear  to  have  been  also  relieved  dux-in g the 
eighteenth  week  -with  half  a stone  of  meal  only,  and  during  the  three  next  weeks 
with  one  stone  of  meal  per  week.  The  Commissioners  have  had  other  instances 
before  them  of  inadequate  relief  in  this  Union  ; and  in  another  case  reported  by 
Mr.  Flanagan,  a man,  his  wife,  and  four  children,  makiug  six  in  family,  received 
during  two  weeks  a quarter  of  a stone  of  meal,  and  during  the  three  next  weeks 
half  a stone. 

4 K 2 
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Granard  Union.  It  is  manifest  that  in  cases  in  which  the  Guardians  feel  it  necessary  to  afford 
relief,  such  an  amount  of  relief  as  that  reported  in  the  above  cases  would  not  he 
sufficient  or  consistent  with  a due  performance  of  the  obligations  imposed  by  the 
provisions  of  Daws  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor ; and  when  it  is  considered  that  there 
are  some  thousands  of  persons  in  a destitute  state  upon  the  relieving  officers’ 
books,  it  may  be  feared  that  many  are  in  danger  of  falling  victims  to  hunger  and 
privation. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  impute  the  inadequacy  of  the  relief  afforded  to 
insensibility  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians  to  the  sufferings  of  the  destitute  poor ; 
but  the  financial  embarrassment  into  which  the  Guardians  have  allowed  the  Union 
to  fall,  must  be  undoubtedly  regarded  as  the  principal  cause  of  the  destitute  poor 
not  receiving  due  relief. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  during  the  past  year  was  very  unsatisfactoiy,  only 
2,756 1.  having  been  collected,  a sum  of  about  7 \d.  in  the  pound  on  the  valuation, 
leaving  debts  on  the  31st  December,  to  the  large  amount  of  2,094 1. ; a sum  much 
exceeding  two-thirds  of  the  entire  year’s  collection.  The  Guardians  had  not  10£. 
in  their  treasurer’s  hands  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  year ; and  although 
a new  rate  was  signed  on  the  13th  December  last,  no  part  of  it  was  put  in 
collection  until  the  middle  of  January,  a large  portion  not  being  even  yet  in  collec- 
tion. This  delay  must  have  materially  lessened  the  chances  of  a favourable 
collection,  a great  part  of  the  season  best  calculated  for  the  collection  of  the  rate 
having  been  suffered  to  elapse. 

As  regards  other  matters,  it  appears  that  the  Guardians  have  failed  in  due 
attention  to  the  business  of  the  Union.  From  the  commencement  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  out-door  relief  by  the  relieving  officers,  their  books  have  not  it  appears 
been  regularly  examined,  signed,  and  initialed,  while,  although  there  are  about 
1700  able-bodied  men  receiving  relief,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  set  them  to 
work  according  to  the  order  in  that  behalf. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  see  no  other  course  consistent 
with  their  duty  for  the  remedy  of  this  state  of  things  and  the  effectual  relief  of  the 
destitute  poor  in  Granard  Union,  but  to  dissolve  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  to 
appoint  paid  officers  to  act  in  their  place.  An  order  dissolving  the  Board  will 
accordingly  be  transmitted  by  this  day’s  post,  and  the  appointment  of  Vice-Guar- 
dians will  follow  in  due  course. 


Captain  Lang,  Temporary  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 

February  12,  1848. 

I have  been  this  day  occupied  in  visiting  the  workhouse  and  hospital,  and 
the  inspection  of  the  books  of  some  of  the  rate  collectors.  I find  the  collection  still 
very  much  in  arrear,  and  that  the  large  occupiers  are  the  greatest  defaulters, 
among  whom  I observe  the  names  of  several  of  the  Guardians.  The  collectors 
state,  that  they  have  received  promises  from  most  of  those  of  payment  next  week, 
but  I have  signified  to  them  that  in  future  such  excuses  will  not  be  admitted  by  me 
for  tardiness  or  negligence  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

The  books  of  some  of  them  appear  to  have  been  kept  in  a very  slovenly 
manner. 

The  state  and  condition  of  the  workhouse  and  the  ground  about  it,  and  the 
apparent  want  of  order,  cleanliness,  and  proper  classification,  are  conclusive  proofs 
of  the  incapacity  or  negligence  of  both  master  and  matron. 

If  the  close  attention  and  vigilant  surveillance  I shall  devote  to  the  interior 
economy  and  management  of  the  establishment,  do  not  speedily  produce  a decided 
reformation,  I shall  consider  it  my  duty  to  recommend  the  dismissal  of  both  master 
and  matron,  a measure  I feel  reluctant  to  resort  to,  until  admonition  and  reproof 
have  been  tried  and  found  unavailing. 

The  ground  belonging  to  the  workhouse  has  never  been  properly  fenced  or  en- 
closed, iior  has  the  slightest  attention  been  paid  to  the  improvement  or  cultivation 
of  it.  A portion  of  it  close  to  the  road  round  the  house,  and  'near  to  one  of  the 
back  gates,  has  been  (most  improperly  in  my  opinion)  appropriated  as  a cemetery ; 
and  from  the  specimen  of  two  graves  I saw  ready  dug,  the  bodies  must  have  been 
deposited  at  a very  little  depth  beneath  the  surface.  This  offensive  nuisance  ought 
to  be  removed  without  delay,  and  the  space  already  occupied  by  graves  covered 
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over  with  a foot  or  more  of  fresh  earth,  for  which  purpose  there  is  a mound  of 
earth  close  to  the  place. 

Measures  should  be  taken  to  obtain  a burial  ground  for  the  paupers,  apart  from 
the  space  immediately  surrounding  the  house.  On  Monday  I shall  endeavour  to 
impress  these  matters  on  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Guardians,  and  report  the 
result. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Lang: — February  19,  1848. 

W: ith  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  12th"  instant,  I am  to  state 
that  the  Commissioners  have  directed  a communication  to  the  Vice-Guardians 
upon  the  several  points  referred  to  therein. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Lang  : — February  12,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  Commissioners’  order  authorizing  the  administration  of  out-door  relief, 
which  was  issued  on  the  18th  of  December  last,  will  expire  on  the  18th  instant ; 
and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  to  the  Commissioners, 
as  to  the  necessity  for  its  renewal,  in  time  for  an  order  to  be  issued,  if  necessary, 
before  the  above  date. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Lang: — February  16,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  not 
having  received  a report  from  you  in  pursuance  of  their  instructions  of  12th  instant, 
as  to  the  necessity  of  renewing  the  order  of  18th  December  for  out-door  relief  in 
the  Granard  Union,  and  the  time  for  the  preparation  and  issue  of  a new  order 
before  the  expiration  of  the  present  order  on  the  18th  instant  being  so  limited,  the 
Commissioners  have  directed  a new  order  to  be  issued  in  accordance  with  a com- 
munication which  they  have  received  from  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Flanagan,  on  the 
subject 


Captain  Lang  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  17,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letters  of  the  12th  and  16th  instant.  Nos.  140  and 
154,  as  to  the  necessity  of  renewing  the  order  for  the  administration  of  out-door 
relief  in  this  district,  I beg  leave  to  state  that  I deferred  replying  to  the  first 
until  I had  made  some  inquiry,  and  had  returns  before  me  of  the  existing  amount 
of  destitution  prevailing  in  the  several  electoral  divisions.  From  the  information  I 
have  been  enabled  to  collect  I am  satisfied  that  out-door  relief  cannot  (at  present) 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  renewal  of  the  order  was  a measure  absolutely 
required.  But  I am  of  opinion  that  the  labour  test  will  very  much  reduce  the 
numbers  of  able-bodied  applicants  on  the  lists  of  both  in  and  out-door  relief. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Lang,  in  reply : — February  19,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  as  the  former  order  expired 
on  the  18th  instant,  it  was  requisite  to  take  such  steps  as  might  be  necessary  for 
that  day,  and  therefore  the  Commissioners  felt  it  necessary  to  renew  the  order,  without 
waiting  for  your  report,  which  in  such  cases  should  be  made  a few  days  before 
the  actual  expiration  of  an  order,  so  as  to  allow  time  for  a new  one  if  necessary  to 
be  prepared  and  issued.  The  Commissioners  are  glad  to  perceive  from  your 
present  communication,  that  the  issue  of  the  second  order  was  in  accordance  with 
your  views. 


Granard  Union. 
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Granard  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — February  19,  1S48. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  have  had  under 
consideration,  reports  from  which  it  appears  that  the  collection  of  the  rates  in 
Granard  Union  is  very  much  in  arrear,  and  it  is  stated  that  the  large  occupiers  are 
the  greatest  defaulters,  among  whom  are  the  names  of  several  of  the  late  Guardians 
of  the  Union.  The  Commissioners  are  also  informed  that  the  books  of  some  of 
the  collectors  appear  to  have  been  kept  in  a very  slovenly  manner. 

It  is  further  reported  that  the  condition  of  the  workhouse,  and  of  the  ground 
about  it,  and  the  apparent  want  of  order,  cleanliness,  and  proper  classification, 
indicate  incapacity  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  both  the  master  and  the  matron  of 
the  workhouse. 

It  further  appears  that  a portion  of  the  ground  belonging  to  the  workhouse, 
close  to  the  road  round  the  house,  and  near  to  one  of  the  back  gates,  has  been 
appropriated  as  a cemetery,  and  that  the  bodies  have  been  deposited  at  very  little 
depth  below  the  surface,  so  as  to  be  in  an  offensive  state,  while  there  is  a mound 
of  earth  close  to  the  place,  over  which  it  could  be  spread  ; and  measures  should 
be  taken  with  a view  to  procuring  a proper  burial  ground  more  distant  from  the 
workhouse  buildings. 

The  Commissioners  request  your  early  and  special  attention  to  these  matters, 
and  they  rely  upon  your  exertions  in  conjunction  with  the  Inspector,  for  bringing 
the  affairs  of  this  Union  into  better  order,  and  for  ensuring  a proper  performance 
of  their  duties  by  the  officers  of  the  Union,  or  for  the  appointment  of  more  efficient 
officers,  should  it  be  found  necessary. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  24,  1848. 

1.  Having  in  pursuance  of  your  orders  entered  upon  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  this  Union,  we  deem  it  well  at  once  to  submit  for  your  considera- 
tion our  report  upon  their  general  aspect  and  condition,  so  far  as  the  limited  time 
we  have  had  at  our  disposal  has  enabled  us  to  form  a judgment  on  the  matter  ; 
and  we  shall  take  occasion,  in  the  weekly  reports  it  will  be  our  our  duty  to  make 
to  you,  to  supply  you  with  accurate  and  detailed  information  upon  the  several 
particulars  that  engage  our  attention,  or  seem  to  us  to  demand  comment. 

2.  We  have  completed  a minute  inspection  of  the  house  in  all  its  departments, 
and  regret  to  add,  that  the  result  is  in  every  way  far  from  being  satisfactory. 
With  so  limited  an  experience  to  guide  us,  we  feel  slow  to  express,  as  yet,  a 
decided  opinion  upon  the  character  or  competence  of  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
establishment — especially  so,  as  it  seems  manifest  to  us  that  the  most  ordinary 
supervision  on  the  part  of  the  late  Board  must  have  rendered  impossible  many,  if 
not  nearly  all,  of  the  abuses  that  have  come  under  our  notice ; and  we  cannot 
therefore  say  hovv  far  the  neglect  of  the  servants  is,  or  is  not,  attributable  to  the 
indifference  exhibited  by  their  superiors. 

3.  We  cannot,  however,  hesitate  to  state,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  duties 
of  master  and  matron  have  been  performed  is  exceedingly  discreditable.  The 
inmates  #f  every  class  seem  to  have  lived  up  to  this  in  a state  of  utter  listlessness 
and  inactivity ; and  no  effort  whatever  has  been  made,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  to 
devise  or  enforce  employment  for  them.  An  exactly  corresponding  air  of  neglect 
and  slovenliness  is  observable  in  almost  everything  about  the  place.  The  land 
attached  to  the  workhouse  has  been  suffered  to  lie  unfenced  and  uncultivated. 
I he  yards  are  all  filthy,  damp,  and  insalubrious ; the  windows  are  broken  in 
many  places;  the  floors  in  very  many  of  the  rooms  are  in  a state  of  ruinous 
neglect ; the  ventilation  of  the  dormitories  has  been  seemingly  but  ill  attended 
to,  and  in  some  instances  the  heads  of  the  beds  have  been  allowed  to  rest  against 
walls  so  damp  that  the  occupants  must  necessarily  have  been  exposed  to  danger. 
In  one  of  the  sleeping  wards  we  fouud  two  very  young  female  children  lying 
ill  in  bed,  who,  it  might  have  been,  stood  in  instant  need  of  medical  advice 
and  infirmary  treatment ; but  this  the  matron  did  not  appear  to  have  much  consi- 
dered. 

4.  In  both  male  and  female  wards  we  found  several  young  children  of  various 
ages,  who  for  months  had  not  been  in  the  schoolroom — some  had  never  gone  there, 
and  no  intelligible  reason  was  offered  to  us  for  so  strange  an  omission. 

a-a'  c^'^ren  attending  the  schools,  or  so  many  of  them  as  we  examined, 
did  not  seem  unusually  backward;  but  no  pens,  ink,  pencils,  or  slates,  having 
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been  for  months  supplied  by  the  late  Board,  though  they  were  applied  to  for  them, 
as  we  are  informed,  no  advance  has  been  in  consequence  made  in  these  branches 
of  education. 

6.  Shoes,  heretofore  supplied  to  the  house  by  contract,  have  been  but  sparingly 
used ; the  vast  majority  of  the  inmates  being  barefooted.  Bread  procured  in  same 
manner,  by  contract,  has  been  never  given  except  when  medically  ordered ; and, 
when  so  required,  has  been  obtained  at  the  exorbitant  cost  of  I s.  per  4 lb.  loaf, 
i.  e.,  about  double  the  market  price.  The  universal  diet  of  all  classes  is  porridge 
or  stirabout,  made  usually  of  Indian,  occasionally  of  oatmeal ; rice  has  not  been 
used,  except  for  the  invalids. 

7.  A Visiting  Committee,  judging  from  the  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  has 
rarely  acted  in  this  Union;  the  last  entry  bearing  date  27th  September,  1S47- 
and  those  preceding  it  are  dated  at  long  intervals.  The  queries  in  the  book  are 
all,  without  distinction,  answered  affirmatively  upon  those  occasions — a circum- 
stance which  to  our  mind  cannot  be  easily  reconciled  with  the  state  of  affairs  as  we 
have  noticed  them,  and  which  we  have  here  but  very  faintly  described. 

• aPPears  in  ^ie  Master  s Clothing  Receipt  and  Appropriation  Books 

since  -6th  September,  1846 ; such  being  the  case,  a knowledge  of  the  quantity  in 
use  or  on  hands  is  not  now  attainable  by  us. 

9.  The  Commissioners’  order  requiring  the  officers  of  the  house,  by  the  calling 
ol  a roll,  to  ascertain  the  presence  of  every  pauper  half  an  hour  after  rising  eacfi 
morning  has  been  totally  disregarded ; this,  of  course,  opened  the  doors  to  a con- 
firmed system  of  disorder  and  irregularity  amongst  the  inmates. 

10.  We  entertain  strong  hopes  that  the  clerk  will  give  us  satisfaction  ultimately  ; 
but  his  business  is,  at  this  moment,  considerably  in  arrear;  his  ledger  has  not  been 
posted  into  since  March  25,  1847 ; but  there  are  some  extenuating  circumstances 
to  palliate  this,  and  we  trust  he  will  not  again  suffer  his  duties  to  accumulate  in 
the  same  wav. 

11.  We  have  given  such  directions  to  the  officers  upon  whom  the  several  duties 
respectively  devolve,  as  will,  we  trust,  lead  to  a prompt  reform  of  the  abuses  we 
have  noted.  We  propose  further,  that  the  inmates  shall  be  all  provided  with 
shoes,  to  be  made  in  the  house,  by  the  employment  of  a competent  tradesman, 
assisted  by  fit  subjects  selected  from  the  paupers.  This  will  be  a source  of 
economy  in  itself,  will  increase  the  comfort  of  the  inmates,  and  will  afford  an 
opportunity  of  giving  orphan  children  a useful  trade.  The  same  remark  applies 
to  other  things.  By  the  introduction  of  hot  plates,  numbers  of  the  girls  will  be 
usefully  and  instructively  employed  in  the  preparation  of  bread;  the  article  will 
then  be  available  upon  moderate  terms  for  the  general  dietary  of  the  establishment, 
and  will,  we.  think,  be  with  advantage  substituted  in  part  for  the  porridge  or 
stirabout,  which  now  constitutes  the  sole  diet  of  the  paupers,  and  the  indiscriminate 
and  unvarying  use  of  which  has  probably  tended  to  the  spread  of  disease  in  the 
house.  Some  time  hence  .we  hope  to  employ  the  females  generally  in  cardino-  and 
spinning  wool,  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  apparel  for  the  house. 

12.  The  books  of  the  relieving  officers  are,  we  fear,  one  mass  of  hopeless  and 
irretrievable  confusion.  For  the  correctness  of  their  future  operations  we  will  of 
course  be  responsible ; but  we  are  not  yet  in  a position  to  state  how  far  it  will  be 
in  our  power  to  retrace  their  past  errors,  or  bring  to  light  any  misapplication  of 
the  public  funds  those  officers  may  have  been  guilty  of.  The  Board  have  only  in 
rare  instances  initialed  or  examined  the  books  at  all ; the  entire  administration  of 
the  law  has  been  thus  confided.to  the  relieving  officers.  They  have  been  permitted 
to  purchase  the  meal  they  distributed,  where  and  at  such  cost  as  they  pleased ; and 
in  the  course  of  an  inquiry  yesterday  held  before  Captain  Lang,  your  Inspector,  it 
was  clearly  proved  that  a relieving  officer  had  charged  the  Board  12s.  8 d.  per 
cwt.  for  meal,  which  his  brother  (a  dealer  in  meal)  was  shown  to  have  bought  in 
for  the  particular  occasion  at  1 Is.  3d.  per  cwt. 

13.  The  collectors  are.  to  attend  at  our  Board-room  on  Saturday  next.  Up  to 
this  they  have  done  little  in  the  performance  of  their  duties ; but  we  will  endeavour 
to  arouse  them  to  a sense  of  their  neglect,  and  the  serious  responsibility  they  have 
thereby  incurred ; and  will  lose  no  time  in  reporting  to  you  upon  the  conduct 
of  any  of  them  by  whom  a becoming  spirit  of  zeal  and  activity  is  not  at  once 
manifested. 

14.  We  regret  that,  consistently  with  the  necessity  we  feel  we  are  under  of 
accurately  acquainting  you  with  the  present  position  of  the  Union  you  have  com- 
mitted to  our  charge,  we  could  not  compress  this  report  into  smaller  limits.  We 


Granard  Union. 
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Granavd  Union,  shall  not  now  trespass  further  ; and  you  may  confidently  rely  upon  our  earnest  anxiety 
to  do  all  that  lies  in  our  power  to  promote  the  internal  economy  and  comfort  of 
this  establishment,  and  restore  its  embarassed  financial  concerns  to  a solvent  and 
independent  position. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  28,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  approval  generally  of  the  several  steps 
which  you  propose  to  take,  as  stated  in  your  report. 

With  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  workhouse,  I am  to  state,  that  the  Com- 
missioners do  not  doubt  that  you,  in  concert  with  the  resident  Inspector,  will  be 
enabled  shortly  to  bring  it  into  a better  state  than  it  has  heretofore  been  in. 

The  Commissioners  have  already  communicated  with  Captain  Lang,  in  reference 
to  the  officers  of  the  Union  ; and  the  Commissioners  request  that  special  attention 
may  be  given  to  the  due  enforcement  of  the  duties  of  the  master  and  matron  of  the 
workhouse,  as  well  as  the  other  officers  of  the  Union;  and  if  they  shall  not  be 
found  hereafter  to  discharge  their  duties  more  efficiently  than  they  have  hitherto 
done,  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  consider  as  to  the  expediency  of  obtaining 
more  efficient  officers,  and  the  present  officers  should  be  cautioned  accordingly. 

Respecting  the  supply  of  bread  to  the  workhouse,  the  Commissioners  suggest 
that  as  it  appears  the  present  extravagant  price  has  been  given  under  a contract, 
such  contract  should  be  terminated  as  soon  as  practicable,  with  a view  to  obtaining 
the  requisite  supplies  on  more  just  and  economical  terms. 

The  Commissioners  also  request  that  you  will  have  the  master’s  clothing  and 
other  accounts  made  up  without  delay,  and  the  workhouse  rules  regularly  observed. 
The  clerk’s  accounts  also  should  now  be  made  up  to  29th  September  last  for  audit 
as  soon  as  possible,  his  salary  having  been  recently  increased  to  enable  him  to 
procure  assistance. 

As  regards  the  confused  state  of  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers,  the  Com- 
missioners will  further  consider  the  conduct  of  those  officers,  on  Captain  Lang’s 
report  of  his  inquiry. 
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THURLES  UNION. 

The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  J.  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector — Condition  of  the 
Poor  in  Thurles : — January  3,  1848. 

The  Commissioners,  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  instruct  you  to  proceed  with  the  least  possible  delay  to 
Thurles,  and  to  make  a special  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  poor  in  that 
town,  and  in  the  surrounding  neighbourhood,  and  to  report  to  them  thereon ; 
and  at  the  same  time,  they  request  that  you  will  more  especially  report 
whether  there  are  any  well-authenticated  cases  of  destitute  persons  in  the 
Thurles  Union  having  died  from  starvation;  and  if  so,  the  Commissioners 
wish  you  to  take  evidence  upon  oath  respecting  any  such  case. 

The  Commissioners  are  aware  that  Thurles  is  not  in  your  district,  but  Mr. 
Hancock  is  confined  to  bed  by  sickness,  and  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of 
obtaining  for  his  Excellency,  the  desired  information  with  the  least  possible 
delay. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  J.  Burke: — January  4,  1848. 

Adverting  to  the  letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  3rd  instant,  respecting 
the  Thurles  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the 
Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as 
to  place  yourself  in  communication  with  Dr.  Slattery,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop  of  Cashel,  with  reference  to  his  public  statement  respecting  the 
deaths  of  thousands  of  persons  of  starvation. 


Mr.  Burke  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  12,  1848. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3rd  instant,  in- 
structing me,  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
to  proceed  with  the  least  possible  delay  to  Thurles,  and  to  make  a special  inquiry 
into  the  condition  of  the  poor  in  that  town  and  in  the  surrounding  neighbourhood, 
and  to  report  to  you  thereon,  and  also  requesting  me  more  especially  to  report 
whether  there  are  any  well-authenticated  cases  of  destitute  persons  in  the  Union 
having  died  from  starvation,  a nd  of  fever,  and  directing  me  to  take  evidence  upon  oath 
respecting  any  such  case.  I have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  4th  instant,  adverting  to  your  {etter  of  the  3rd  instant,  and  directing  me  to 
place  myself  in  communication  with  Doctor  Slattery,  the  Roman  Catholic  Arch- 
bishop of  Cashel,  with  reference  to  his  public  statement  respecting  the  deaths  of 
thousands  of  persons  by  starvation. 

I have  now  to  inform  you  that  I arrived  in  Thurles  on  Friday,  the  7th  instant, 
my  previous  engagements  not  permitting  me  to  be  there  sooner.  On  the  following 
morning  I waited  on  Doctor  Slattery,  the  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  of  Cashel, 
and  in  the  minutes  of  the  inquiry,  comprising  36  pages,  which  I forward  herewith, 
will  be  found  the  report  of  my  interview  with  his  Lordship. 

I next  proceeded  to  hold  the  inquiry  at  the  Board-room  of  the  workhouse,  and 
examined  on  oath  the  resident  magistrate,  the  sub-inspector  of  police,  the  coroner, 
and  one  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  fever  hospital,  as  also  Mr.  P.  B.  Ryan,  the 
Deputy  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  the  relieving  officer  of  the 
Thurles  electoral  division,  and  his  three  assistants.  Since  the  inquiry  the  clerk  of 
the  Union  has  forwarded  to  me  the  depositions  taken  before  a magistrate,  of  the 
relieving  officer  for  Moycarkey  district,  and  whose  attendance  I could  not  procure 
in  time  for  the  inquiry. 

From  the  evidence  given,  and  from  all  I could  learn,  I believe  that  there  is  much 
destitution,  not  alone  in  the  town  of  Thurles  and  its  neighbourhood,  but  in  the 
Union  generally.  There  this  destitution  is  caused,  not  by  the  scarcity  or  high 
price  of  food,  but  from  want  of  the  means  to  procure  it,  there  being  scarcely  any 
employment  for  the  labouring  class.  The  discharging  of  about  600  labourers  from 
the  railway  works,  which  are  now  nearly  completed,  has  added  I should  say  very 
much  to  the  prevailing  distress. 

The  Guardians  have  given  very  general  out-door  relief,  there  being,  as  far  as  the 
clerk  of  the  Union  could  say  (the  relieving  officer’s  books  not  being  made  up), 
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about  10,000  persons  on  out-door  relief,  of  whom  nearly  4000  are  in  the  Thurles 
electoral  division.  Amongst  those  on  out-door  relief  are  many  able-bodied,  the 
Guardians  having  administered  relief  to  such,  although  not  previously  authorized 
by  any  order  from  you  to  do  so. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  evidence  of  the  parties  whom  I examined,  and  who 
must  be  considered  to  be  well  informed  on  the  subject,  that  deaths  from  starvation 
have  occurred  within  the  Union.  The  only  case  which  I could  trace  as  having 
been  attributed  to  such  a cause  was  that  of  a young  man,  named  James  Ryan, 
from  whom  no  application  it  appears  was  made  to  the  relieving  officer.  James 
Ryan’s  father,  subsequent  to  the  death  of  the  former,  applied  for  relief  for  himself 
and  daughters,  and  received  from  the  relieving  officer  a ticket  of  admission  for 
them  to  the  workhouse,  but  which  Ryan  and  his  daughters  did  not  avail  themselves 
of  for  five  days  after. 

Fever  is  stated  to  be  on  the  decrease  in  the  Union,  and  I did  not  hear  of  any 
death  from  it  caused  by  the  want  of  proper  assistance.  The  Thurles  fever  hospital, 
which  can  accommodate  200  patients,  has  now  not  more  than  about  two-thirds  oi 
that  number  in  it.  The  apothecary  and  registrar  of  the  hospital  states  that  every 
facility  is  afforded  for  admission  to  it ; in  fact  that  no  one  is  ever  refused. 


Enclosure. 


January  12,  1848. 

Minutes  of  an  Inquiry  held  on  Saturday,  the  8th  January,  1848,  at  the  Board-room  of  the 
Workhouse,  before  Joseph  Burke,  Esq.,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  relative  to  the  condition 
of  the  poor  in  the  town  of  Thurles,  and  in  the  surrounding  neighbourhood  ; and  whether 
there  were  any  well-authenticated  cases  of  destitute  persons  in  the  Union  having  died 
from  starvation  or  of  fever. 

Commenced  the  inquiry  at  11  o’clock,  concluded  at  4 o’clock. 


Saturday,  January  8,  1848. 

Mr.  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Fogarty,  the  clerk  of  the  Thurles 
Union,  waited  this  morning  on  the  most  Rev.  Dr.  Slattery.  Mr.  Burke  stated  to  Dr.  Slattery 
that  lie,  Mr.  Burke,  was  directed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  poor  in  Thurles  and  its 
neighbourhood,  and  particularly  with  reference  to  any  deaths  from  starvation  having  occurred 
in  the  Union. 

Slattery  said  he  presumed  Mr.  Burke  referred  to  a letter  which  appeared  from  him 
(Dr.  Slattery)  in  the  newspapers,  and  he  did  not  think  he  was  to  be  brought  to  account  for  any 
“Ljhis  way ; that  what  he  (Dr.  Slattery)  had  written  did  not  refer  in  particular  to 
the  Ihurles  Union,  but  had  reference  to  what  he  read  and  heard  particularly  from  the  bishops 
of  his  province,  and  the  clergy  of  his  diocese. 

Mr.  Burke  assured  Dr.  Slattery  that  he  came  with  no  such  purpose  as  that  of  calling  his 
lordship  to  account  for  any  of  his  acts,  but  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  felt  bound  in 
every  instance,  when  it  was  stated  that  deaths  from  starvation  had  occurred,  or  that  destitution 
was  said  to  prevail  to  a great  extent  in  a Union,  to  direct  one  of  their  Inspectors  to  inquire  on 
t le  spot  whether  the  Guardians  entrusted  with  the  carrying  out  of  the  law  and  their  officers 
had  performed  their  duties. 

Dr.  Slattery  said  that  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  explanation,  and  that  he  was  the  last 
who  Wished  to  impute  negligence  of  their  duties  to  public  functionaries  or  public  bodies;  nor 
l * rn  *n^tance>  charge  the  Thurles  Board  of  Guardians  with  any  neglect  of  duty, — but 

he  (Dr.  Slattery)  heard  from  all  quarters,  and  from  his  clergy,  of  the  wide-spreading  distress 
now  existing ; and  he  saw  by  a report  in  the  newspapers,  that  the  Commissioners  had  refused 
giving  their  sanction  to  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  the  Thurles  Union. 

i i . Burke  stated  in  reply  to  Dr.  Slattery,  that  the  Commissioners,  before  giving  their 
sanction  to  such  an  important  step  as  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  required  the  Guardians  in  the 
first  instance,  to  resolve  on  the  necessity  of  it  at  a meeting  of  the  Guardians  specially  sum- 
moned ; this  it  appears  was  not  done,  until  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  on  the  4th  instant. 
Mr.  Burke  also  stated  that  it  was  his  intention  to  sit  during  the  day  at  the  Board-room  of  the 
workhouse  to  receive  any  information  on  the  destitution  stated  to  prevail  in  the  Union,  and 
that  if  his  lordship  had  any  suggestion  to  offer,  he,  Mr.  Burke,  would  be  happy  to  receive  and. 
act  upon  it. 

Dr.  Slattery  replied,  that  he  had  nothing  to  offer  on  the  subject. 


The  examinations  of  Michael  Harrold,  who  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  he  is  relieving 
officer  for  the  electoral  divisions  of  Thurles  and  Ballycahill.  The  farthest  extent  from  the 
town  of  Thurles  of  either  electoral  divisions  is  not  more  than  three  Irish  miles  (hands  in  a 
document  marked  A).  By  the  document  handed  in,  it  appears  that  3800  are  on  his  relief 
book  as  recipients  of  relief  for  the  Thurles  electoral  division,  and  308  for  the  Ballycahill 
e ectoral  division,  both  for  the  week  ending  this  day.  About  the  commencement  of  December, 
re  iet  was  first  given  by  deponent  in  his  district ; at  that  time  there  was  no  great  pressure  for 
relief,  but  in  about  a week  after,  when  it  became  generally  known  that  relief  was  giving  out, 
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the  applications  increased,  and  have  continued  to  increase  up  to  this  time.  At  first,  relief  was 
only  given  to  those  contemplated  by  the  1st  section  of  the  Act,  but  about  the  middle  of 
December,  relief  was  extended  to  those  mentioned  in  the  Commissioners’  Order  of  the  13th 
December ; and  deponent  has  since  continued  to  give  relief  not  alone  in  those  cases,  but  depo- 
nent has  also  given  provisional  relief  to  other  parties  than  those  contemplated  by  the  1st 
section  of  the  Act,  or  the  Order  of  the  13th  December,  and  even  before  the  latter  was  issued ; 
in  fact,  deponent  gave  relief  to  able-bodied  whom  he  considered  destitute,  and  which  the 
Guardians  sanctioned  generally,  at  their  subsequent  meeting.  Deponent’s  opinion  is  that  no 
person  did  die  of  starvation,  nor  did  deponent  hear  of  persons  dying  of  starvation ; but  depo- 
nent believes  that  many  persons  from  the  privations  which  they  suffered,  brought  on  sickness 
on  themselves ; has  not  heard  of  any  coroner’s  inquest  being  held  on  any  person  whom  it 
might  be  alleged  died  of  starvation,  but  deponent  thinks  that  if  he  had  not  exceeded  the  law 
in  giving  relief  as  he  did,  many  would  have  died  of  starvation  in  the  commencement;  deponent 
was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  every  case  before  he  administered  relief,  but,  from  the  numbers  who 
applied  latterly,  deponent  was  unable  to  examine  into  the  particulars  of  each  case,  and  exer- 
cised his  own  judgment  as  well  as  he  could,  and  took  his  information  from  Guardians  and 
heavy  ratepayers.  Deponent’s  opinion  of  the  present,  state  of  distress  is,  that  in  a short  time 
there  will  be  as  many  more  as  are  on  his  list  who  will  require  relief  as  at  present,  and  those 
of  the  able-bodied  class;  because  deponent  does  not  consider  there  will  be  any  employment 
until  the  1st  March,  and  even  then  the  farmers  will  continue  to  do  their  own  work,  and  will 
employ  as  few  as  they  can.  From  the  time  the  temporary  relief  ceased  until  relief  was 
administered  under  the  Poor  Law,  the  people  were  living  on  turnips,  and  even  now  those  who 
are  not  receiving  relief  under  the  Poor  Law  are  existing  on  turnips.  In  all  the  houses  of 
applicants  that  deponent  visited,  he  saw  but  one  in  which  there  was  other  food  than  turnips. 
Deponent  again  states  that  from  his  experience,  and  what  he  knows,  he  does  not  consider  that  any 
person  in  his  district  died  immediately  of  starvation;  the  cessation  of  the  works  on  the  railway 
added  to  the  distress,  as  many  who  came  from  other  parts  of  the  Union,  and  from  other  Unions, 
applied  and  received  relief  through  deponent. 

Sworn  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1S48. 

Joseph  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Michael  Harrold,  Relieving  Officer. 

The  examination  of  Richard  Harding,  who  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  he  has  been  acting 
for  the  last  fortnight  as  assistant  to  Mr.  Harrold,  the  relieving  officer  for  Thurles  and  Bally- 
cahill  electoral  division ; visited  the  houses  of  applicants  in  company  with  Mr.  Harrold.  During 
the  time  deponent  has  been  acting  as  assistant  to  Mr.  Harrold  has  not  met  with  any  case  of 
death  from  starvation;  saw  some  very  bad  cases  of  distress,  and  some,  if  they  had  not  been 
relieved,  would,  deponent  thinks,  have  died. 


Sworn  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  184S. 

Joseph  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Richard  Harding. 


The  examination  of  Thomas  Mahony,  who  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  he  was  acting  as 
assistant  to  Mr.  Harrold,  the  relieving  officer,  for  between  a fortnight  and  three  weeks,  up  to 
Tuesday  last.  During  the  time  deponent  was  acting,  did  not  meet  with  any  deaths  from 
immediate  starvation,  but  considers  that  from  previous  privations  illness  might  have  been 
brought  on  ; during  the  time  he  was  assisting  Mr.  Harrold,  in  every  case  of  destitution  properly 
represented  by  any  Guardian  or  respectable  ratepayer,  he  afforded  relief  as  soon  as  possibly  could 
be ; but  from  the  crowds  that  presented  themselves,  although  Mr.  Harrold  and  his  assistant 
worked  for  17  hours  out  of  the  24,  there  must  have  been  many  whose  cases  could  not  be  taken 
down,  and  others  whose  names  were  taken  down,  but  their  cases  could  not  be  properly  attended 
to  by  the  relieving  officer  from  the  extreme  press  of  business.  Deponent  thinks  the  present 
distress  is  very  great,  as  there  is  now  no  employment  given  by  the  farmers ; last  year  there  was 
some  employment  on  the  public  works. 


Sworn  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1848. 

Joseph  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Thomas  Mahony. 


The  examination  of  John  Harrold,  who  being  duly  sworn,  saith  he  is  acting  as  assistant  to 
his  brother,  Mr.  Harrold,  the  relieving  officer ; he  will  be  acting  three  weeks  next  Wednesday. 
Deponent  was  employed  more  at  the  books  than  in  visiting  the  houses  of.  applicants,  but  did 
visit,  a few  houses ; did  not  hear  of  persons  dying  of  starvation,  but  has  heard  that  privations  or 
want  brought  on  lingering  sickness.  In  deponent’s  opinion  the  people  are  very  much  distressed, 
including  the  labouring  classes  who  have  no  employment. 


Sworn  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1848. 

Joseph  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

John  Harrold. 


The  examination  of  Patrick  Burke  Ryan,  who  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  he  had  been  a 
Guardian  of  the  Thurles  Union,  on  the  opening  of  the  workhouse,  for  a year,  and  has  been  for 
the  last  year  a Guardian  and  a deputy  vice-chairman  of  the  Board,  and  one  of  the  most 
constant  attendants,  and  for  the  last  five  weeks  has  been  almost  daily  at  the  Board-room,  that 
is,  since  the  pressure  for  relief  commenced.  Deponent  read  a letter  addressed  by  him  to  the 
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editor  of  the  Dublin  Evening  Post,  a copy  of  which  he  hands  in,  marked  B.  During  the  last 
five  weeks,  deponent  and  his  brother  Guardians  have  devoted  a great  deal  of  their  time  to  the 
examination  of  applicants  for  relief,  and  the  Guardians  are  only  guilty  of  exceeding  their 
powers  in  administering  relief  to  those  whom  they  were  not  legally  entitled  to  administer  it  to  • 
and  they  were  led  to  do  so  from  a wish  that  even  a thousand  not  entitled  to  legal  relief  might 
receive  it,  sooner  than  that  one  should  perish  from  starvation.  Deponent  thinks  that  of  the 
number  on  the  Thurles  electoral  division  now  receiving  out-door  relief,  not  above  one  half  are 
entitled,  legally,  to  relief,  but  deponent  and  his  brother  Guardians  have  been  solely  influenced 
in  their  exceeding  their  power  by  the  motives  which  deponent  has  just  stated;  deponent  is  of 
opinion  that  if  the  Guardians  go  on  in  the  same  ratio  giving  relief,  the  entire  valuation  of  the 
Thurles  electoral  division  will  be  swallowed  up ; deponent  heard  or  knows  of  no  death  from 
starvation  having  occurred  in  the  Thurles  electoral  division,  nor  in  the  Thurles  Union; 
deponent  is  one  of  the  highest  ratepayers  in  the  Union,  his  rates  will  be  about  1007.  this  year; 
deponent  considers  that  there  is  great  destitution  at.  present  existing  in  the  Union;  considers 
that  such  arises  from  the  want  of  emplowment  rather  than  the  price  of  food. 

Sworn  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1848. 

Joseph  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

P.  B.  Ryan.  r 

The  examination  of  Thomas  O'Meara,  who  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  he  is  one  of  the 
coroners  of  the  county  of  Tipperary,  and  for  the  northern  and  part  of  the  southern  divisions 
of  the  Union,  which  includes  the  district  comprising  the  Thurles  Union;  there  was  no 
inquest  held  by  deponent  during  the  last  six  months,  in  which  a verdict  was  brought  in  of 
death  by  starvation.  The  only  case  there  was  bordering  on  starvation  was  that  of  a body 
found  at  Drum,  on  Sunday  the  3 1st  December,  the  name  was  Mary  Canny,  she  was  found 
dead  on  the  side  of  the  road,  and  deponent  held  an  inquest  on  her  (deponent  hands  in  a copy 

of  the  depositions  taken  on  the  occasion,  marked  C.) 

Sworn  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1848. 

Joseph  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Thomas  O Meaka. 

The  examination  of  James  II.  Bracken,  who  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  he.  is  sub- 
inspector of  constabulary,  and  stationed  at  Thurles.  Deponent  has  not  during  the  last  six 
months  heard  of  any  case  of  death  from  starvation,  except  in  one  instance,  when  a report  was 
made  to  him  by  one  of  the  constables  (a  copy  of  which,  marked  D,  deponent  hands  in).  There 
was  no  inquest  held  on  the  occasion,  the  man  being  buried,  deponent  did  not  think  it  prudent 
to  have  the  body  disinterred ; deponent  made  inquiry  whether  the  young  man,  James  Ryan, 
ever  made  application  to  the  relieving  officer,  and  from  what  deponent  could  learn,  believes 
Ryan  made  no  application  to  the  relieving  officer.  Deponent  desired  the  constables  to  ascertain 
who  the  relieving  officer  of  the  district  was,  and  then  to  let  the  relieving  officer  call  on  the 
family  and  give  them  relief;  the  family  was  in  such  a state  of  destitution'when  the  constable 
went  there,  that  the  constable  had  to  give  relief  to  them.  Deponent’s  belief  as  to  the  town  of 
Thurles,  and  its  neighbourhood,  is,  that  there  exists  the  greatest  destitution,  and  is  sure  that 
it  extends  to  the  labouring  classes.  Numbers  of  women  and  children  have  applied  to  depo- 
nent, and  stated  their  having  been  begging,  with  a view  of  being  committed  to  gaol  under  the 
V agrancy  Act.  ° 

Sworn  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1848. 

T tt  t>  , _ , _ Joseph  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

J.  rl.  Bracken,  Sub- Inspector. 

The  examination  of  John  Gore  Jones , who  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  he  is  the  resident 
magistrate  of  Thurles  district,  and  has  much  opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with  the  state  of 
t e poor  in  the  district.  Deponent  thinks,  that  the  labouring  classes  here  are  in  a wretched 
state  ot  destitution  for  want  of  employment,  and  have  no  provisions  of  their  own,  and  believes 
that  they  exist,  almost  on  turnips.  The  destitution  has  been  much  increased  since  the  breaking 
up  or  the  works  on  the  railway.  Deponent  caunot  move  from  his  gate  that  he  is  not  sur- 
rounded by  groups  of  people,  who  importune  him  to  put  them  in  Bridewell,  that  they  may  get 
food,  and  pour  forth  their  blessings  on  deponent  for  doing  so,  as  if  he  were  conferring  on  them 
the  greatest  obligation.  Deponent  believes  he  does  not  exaggerate  when  he  states,  that  there 
have  been  as  many  as  150  of  these  miserable  wretches  at  one  time  in  the  Bridewell,  com- 
mitted under  the  V agrancy  Act.  On  all  occasions  that  deponent  has  committed  those  persons, 
he  has  directed  the  constable  to  come  to  the  relieving  officer  to  inform  him  that  those  persons 
were  in  Bridewell;  the  relieving  officer  has  taken  down  the  names,  and  been  ordered  to  <nve 
relief  to  them.  Deponent  has  not  been  aware  of  any  case  of  a person  dying  of  want,  except 
the  case  just  detailed  in  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Bracken,  the  sub-inspector.  Deponent  did 
not  think  it  necessary,  m this  case,  that  an  inquest  should  be  held,  as  it  would  only  spread 
alarm,  and  as  there  seemed  to  be  no  doubt  on  the  subject.  Deponent  has  no  reason,  as 
resident  magistrate,  to  suppose  that,  there  has  been  any  opposition  given  to  the  collection  of 
lales  m the  district,  no  application  being  made  to  him  for  assistance.  The  summonses  that 
were  issued  have  been  very  few. 

Sworn  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1848. 

T „ T J oseph  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

John  Gore  Jones. 
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The  examination  of  George  Bradshaw,  who  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  he  is  apothecary 
and  registrar  to  the  Thurles  Fever  Hospital,  which  was  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act, 
and  is  now  supported  by  the  Guardians  under  that  Act.  The  hospital  is  capable  of  containing 
200  patients,  there  are  now  130  in  it,  and  fever  is  now  on  the  decrease;  the  highest  number  in 
the  hospital  during  the  last  three  months  was  170,  so  that  during  that  time  there  were  always' 
vacancies,  but  during  that  time  or  before,  no  person  was  ever  refused  admission,  as  sooner  than 
do  so,  the  number  was  exceeded ; there  is  no  difficulty  at  all  thrown  in  the  way  of  admission, 
as  no  one  is  ever  refused  admission.  Deponent  is  also  medical  attendant,  of  the  Littleton 
dispensary;  deponent  believes  that  one-fifth  at  least  of  poor  persons  attacked  with  fever  in  the 
rural  districts  will  not  come  into  the  fever  hospital,  from  a wish  to  remain  at  home  amongst 
their  own  friends,  and  from  a prejudice  they  have  to  come  into  a fever  hospital.  As  regards 
the  Thurles  Fever  Hospital,  every  facility  is  afforded  for  admission  to  it,  and  if  any  poor  person 
should  die  outside  of  fever,  it.  must  be  in  some  measure  owing  to  their  not  availing  themselves 
of  the  fever  hospital. 

Joseph  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

George  Bradshaw,  Surgeon. 

The  Rev.  Daniel  K.  Lannigan,  Roman  Catholic  curate,  attended  during  the  examination 
of  Mr.  Gore  Jones,  and  on  its  conclusion,  Mr.  Burke  having  inquired  of  Mr.  Lannigan  if  he 
had  any  information  to  give  on  the  matter;  Rev.  Mr.  Lannigan  said,  that  he  called  at  the 
instance  of  the  Most  Rev.  Dr.  Slattery  to  state  a fact  mentioned  in  Mr.  Gore  Jones’s  evidence, 
namely — the  application  of  the  people  to  be  committed  to  Bridewell,  but  as  Mr.  Gore  Jones 
had  stated  the  circumstance,  he  Mr.  Lannigan  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  be  examined 
on  the  matter. 

John  Cassidy , a sub-contractor  on  the  railway,  stated  (on  the  7th  instant,)  that  he  had  at 
one  time  600  labourers  employed,  one  half  of  whom  he  discharged  some  time  since,  and  the 
other  half  more  recently. 

Thurles,  January  1 0,  1848. 

John  Mannin,  relieving  officer  for  the  Moycarkey  District  of  Thurles  Union,  comprising 
divisions  of  Moycarkey,  Holycross,  and  Ballymoreen,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  holy  Evangelist, 
deposeth  and  saith,  that  on  or  about  the  ‘25th  day  of  November  last.,  he  was  applied  to  byr  a 
man  named  Danial  Ryan,  of  Lisbonick,  in  the  electoral  division  of  Holycross  in  the  above 
Union,  for  a ticket  of  admission  for  himself  and  three  daughters,  one  16,  one  13,  and  one  11, 
to  the  workhouse  of  said  Union.  That  deponent  gave  such  ticket  of  admission  on  same  day ; 
that  those  persons  were  admitted  on  the  30th  November  following,  to  the  workhouse,  having 
kept  the  ticket  five  days  without  making  application  on  it.  At  the  time  of  application  to  him 
for  such  ticket  of  admission,  on  25th  November,  1847,  the  applicant,  Danial  Ryan,  informed 
deponent  that  a son  of  his,  named  James  Ryan,  died  some  days  previous,  of  want  of  food  ; 
heard  that  deceased  was  about  22  years  of  age,  did  not  hear  that  an  inquest  was  held  on  him  ; 
visited  the  dwelling  of  Daniel  Ryan  on  his  making  application  for  relief,  it  was  in  a wretched 
state,  the  inmates  with  scarcely  any  covering  for  night  or  day,  they  were  preparing  a scanty 
meal  of  stirabout;  cannot  suppose  the  son,  James  Ryan,  died  of  starvation,  as  if  the  family  of 
which  he  was  a member  were  in  so  destitute  a state  as  to  be  in  danger  of  death  from  hunger, 
they  would  not  keep  deponent’s  ticket  for  admission  to  the  workhouse  five  days  without  making 
use  of  it.  Deponent  further  says,  relief  would  have  been  given  to  this  family  ten  days 
previous  to  the  said  25tb  November,  had  application  been  made  to  him  for  that  purpose, 
which  was  before  the  death  of  said  James  Ryan,  as  this  deponent  heard  and  believes.  De- 
ponent saith  he  is  giving  out-door  relief  to  all  classes  of  destitute  persons,  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians ; that  there  is  a most  urgent  necessity  for  so  doing.  That  there  is 
no  employment  for  the  able-bodied,  and  that  the  turnips,  on  which  the  labouring  classes  prin- 
cipally subsisted  for  three  months  previous  to  10th  November  last,  were  about  that  period 
withdrawn  from  the  fields.  Deponent  further  says,  that  said  Danial  Ryan  and  his  daughters 
are  still  in  the  Union  workhonse 

John  Mannin.  Francis  O’Brien,  J.  P.for  County  Tipperary. 


(A.) 


Return  of  the  Number  of  Cases  and  Persons  who  have  received  Out- Door  Relief  in 
Thurles  and  Ballycahill  District,  under  the  Poor  Law  Extension  Act. 


Thurles  Electoral  Division. 


— 

Relieved. 

Section  1. 

Section  i. 

Total. 

10th  week,  December  4,  1847  . . . 

39 

123 

123 

11th  week,  December  11,  1847  . 

87 

229 

229 

12th  week,  December  18,  1847  . 

406 

346 

611 

957 

13th  week,  December  25, 1847  . . 

829 

522 

1,559 

2,081 

14th  week,  January  1,  1848  .... 

1,200 

906 

2,198 

3,104 

15th  week,  January  8,  1848  .... 

1,600 

3,800 

Thurles  Union. 
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Return  of  the  Number  of  Cases  and  Persons  who  have  received  Out-Door  Relief  in  Thurles 
and  Ballycahill  District,  under  the  Poor  Law  Extension  Act — continued. 


Ballycahill. 


— 

Relieved. 

Section  1. 

Persons, 
Section  2. 

Total. 

10th  week,  December  4,  1841 

1 

2 

2 

1 Ith  week,  December  11,  1847  . . . 

51 

153 

153 

12th  week,  December  18,  1847  . 

125 

179 

in 

290 

13th  week,  December  2a,  1847  . 

144 

179 

112 

291 

14th  week,  January  1,  1848  . 

144 

179 

112 

291 

15th  week,  January  8,  1848  .... 

155 

308 

Twenty-four  persons  were  relieved  this  week  on  the  Union  at  large. 
Total  Number  relieved  this  week  in  the  district,  4,132. 


January  8,  1848. 


Michael  Harrold,  Relieving  Officer. 


(B) 

To  His  Grace  the  Most  Reverend  Dr.  Slattery,  Archbishop  of  Cashel. 

My  Lord, 

As  it  appears  to  me  your  letter  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  implied  a 
serious  charge  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union,  I did  expect 
that  ere  now  some  more  influential  member  of  our  Board  would  have  replied,  and  set  you  rio-ht 
on  a subject  with  which  you  seem  not  perfectly  acquainted.  In  presuming  to  address  your 
Lordship,  I do  so  with  great  diffidence  and  reluctance,  lest  in  vindicating  the  conduct  of  our 
Board  I may,  in  the  slightest  degree,  displease  one  of  the  most  amiable  and  exalted  dignitaries 
of  our  church,  for  whom  I always  had,  and  ever  will  have,  the  most  profound  respect  and 
sincere  esteem. 

Constituted  as  our  Board  is  of  men  of  various  classes,  there  may  he  slight  differences  of 
opinion  amongst  us  on  matters  of  minor  importance ; but  I beg  to  assure  you  that,  individually 
and  collectively,  there  never  was  a body  more  closely  and  firmly  united  in  zealously  pro- 
moting the  great  object  for  which  we  have  been  embodied — to  administer  to  the  wants  of  the 
poor,  and,  if  possible,  to  raise  them  from  destitution  to  comfort.  For  weeks  previous  to  the 
date  of  your  letter,  we  formed  a resolution  to  attend  daily,  instead  of  weekly,  at  our  Board- 
rooms.  We  have  not  only  sacrificed  our  time,  but  risked  our  personal  safety;  first,  by  encoun- 
tering an  inclement  season,  and  next,  by  exposing  ourselves  to  that  annoyance  and  danger  ever 
attendant  on  commingling  with  crowds  of  destitute  and  perhaps  diseased  people.  For  my 
part  I have  been  every  day  during  the  last  five  weeks  at  the  workhouse,  with  the  exception  of 
two  or  three  days,  when  I was  laid  up  with  a severe  cold,  caught  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty 
there.  And  I must  in  justice  to  my  fellow-labourers  state,  that  we  have  all  acted  on  the 
principle  that  it  would  be  better  a thousand  persons  not  entitled  to  relief  should  get  it  than  that 
one  individual  should  die  of  hunger.  The  consequence  is,  that  two-thirds  of  the  persons  on 
our  relief  lists  are  not  legally  entitled  to  relief ; and  indeed  a vast  number  of  them  are  in  better 
circumstances  than  many  rate-payers  who  are  contributing  to  their  support.  At  present, 
about  half  the  population  of  this  district  is  receiving  rations ; and  if  the  distribution  goes  on 
in  the  same  progression,  our  expenditure  will  shortly  considerably  exceed  the  nett  annual  value 
of  this  division.  Considering  this  state  of  affairs,  and  that  the  Temporary  Relief  Act  was  in 
force  up  to  a very  late  period,  I cannot  conceive  on  what  grounds  your  Lordship  could  come 
to  the  conclusion,  “ that  the  Poor  Extension  remains  almost  a dead  letter,  and  that  thousands 
of  the  people  are  famishing,  and  some  of  them  perishing  of  hunger.”  If,  by  famishing  you 
mean  that  they  are  destitute,  badly  fed,  badly  clad,  and  badly  housed,  your  assertion  cannot 
be  controverted ; for  that  excellent  philanthropist,  Mr.  Nicholls,  many  years  ago,  stated  that 
one-third  of  our  population  was  in  that  state;  but  if  you  mean  to  convey  that  they  are 
famishing  and  dying  of  hunger,  I must,  in  justice,  respectfully  state,  that  not  one  individual 
in  the  Thurles  Union  died  of  hunger  since  the  passing  the  Act  you  allude  to,  nor  was  there 
any  inquest  held  on  the  body  of  any  person  alleged  to  have  died  of  starvation.  I must 
further  state,  that  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  official  entrusted  with  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Laws  in  Ireland,  I have  always  observed  a most  laudable  anxiety  to  afford  prompt 
relief  to  the  destitute,  and  to  treat  them  with  the  greatest  clemency.  At  first  view,  a charitable 
benevolent  mind  will  be  led  to  think  that,  the  cries  of  the  destitute  should  be  instantlyappeased, 
and  that  the  laws  should  be  made  at  once  effective;  but  when  your  Lordship  considers  the 
embarrassing  circumstances  in  which  the  executive  are  placed,  I am  sure  you  will  make  fair 
allowance  for  the  delay  created  by  the  pressure  of  the  people  themselves. 

That  intelligent  and  hard-working  man,  Mr.  Nicholls,  in  his  admirable  report  on  the  state 
of  Ireland,  foretold  the  difficulty  of  introducing  Poor  Laws  into  this  country.  The  greatest 
statesman  proclaimed  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  frame  laws  to  meet  the  exigency  of 
such  an  impoverished  people.  But  the  greatest  of  all  difficulties  has  latterly  arisen — the 

v-  of  our  population  has  been  destroyed  by  an  all-wise  Providence. 

VN  ith  this  accumulation  of  difficulties  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  and  the  Guardians  have 
to  contend  in  administering  the  laws.  We  have  to  steer  our  course  in  a most  boisterous  sea 
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between  Scylla  and  Charybdis.  If  we  are  too  liberal  to  the  destitute,  or  if  we  incautiously  o-ive 
food  to  those  who  don’t  want  it,  we  pauperize  the  rate-payers — we  increase  the  misery  weare 
bound  to  alleviate.  Regardless  of  the  censure  of  all  parties,  we  will  endeavour  to  do  our  duty 
fairly  and  firmly;  and  I am  free  to  confess  that  the  Commissioners  have  afforded  us  erery 
facility  in  doing  so.  They  have  sanctioned  our  procuring  further  house  accommodation,  and 
done  all  in  their  power  to  meet  the  present  emergency. 

With  a most  submissive  apology  for  the  liberty  I have  taken  in  thus  addressing  you,  and 
with  the  most  profound  respect  and  sincere  esteem, 

I have  the  honour  to  be  your  Lordship’s  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

_ . , ...  _r  , _ P.  13.  Ryan,  Dep.  Vice-Chairman. 

Ltscahill  House,  Thurles , January  7,  1848. 


(C.) 

Inquisition  at  Drom,  on  view  of  the  body  of  Catherine  Kanny,  held  the  1st  of  January,  1848,  • 
before  Thomas  O’Meara. 

Anne  Russell,  sworn. — On  Friday,  the  31st  December,  I saw  a woman  lying  on  the  side  of 
the  road  at  Knocka;  I could  not  say  whether  she  bad  a cloak  or  not;  Judy  Ryan  gave  me 
word  she  was  there  ; I heard  from  a person  called  Andrew  Ryan  that  her  name  was  Catherine 
Kanny,  of  Borrisoleigh. 

Ignatius  Browne,  constable,  sworn.— On  yesterday,  the  31st,  it  was  reported  to  me  that  a 
person  was  found  dead  at  Knocka ; I learned  from  Andrew  Ryan  her  name  to  be  Catherine 
Kanny ; I had  her  removed  to  the  widow  Kennedy’s  house,  who  gave  me  liberty  to  do  so. 

Dr.  Quinlan,  sworn.  I have  examined  the  body  of  deceased ; I have  opened  the  stomach, 
and  found  it  quite  full  of  yellow  meal  stirabout,  it  was  over  extended  ; I consider  her  death 
was  caused  by  epilepsy. 

Thomas  O’Meara. 


(D.) 

County  of  Tipperary, 

BaUy camas,  November  8,  1847. 

I have  to  report,  that  on  Saturday  last,  about  the  hour  of  4 o’clock,  p.m.,  a young 
man,  named  James  Ryan,  living  on  the  townland  of  Lisbook,  and  parish  of  Holycross,  was 
found  dead  on  his  bed  by  his  father,  who  left  him  at  11  o’clock,  a.m.,  on  his  going  out,  seem- 
itigly  well,  but  quite  weak  for  want  of  food.  Deceased  was  23  years  of  age,  and  one  of  six  in 
family,  and  obliged  to  live  on  a quarter  of  a stone  of  meal  from  the  Tuesday  previous  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  Whilst  struggling  during  the  day  he  called  for  a turnip,  but,  on 
receiving  it,  could  not  partake  of  it. 

I have  further  to  state,  that  respectable  persons  who  live  near  them,  informed  me,  that  the 
whole  family  are  many  days  suffering  for  want  of  food.  Deceased’s  father  kept  this  case 
quite  private,  until  a few  minutes  before  interment  that  I received  the  information ; he  will  this 
day  be  buried  in  Clogher.  The  Sub-Inspector  will  please,  should  he  consider  it  a case  for  an 
inquest,  to  give  directions  to  the  coroner  accordingly;  as  also  to  let  me  know  by  return 
whether  I will  attend  at  the  church-yard  with  such  witnesses  as  would  be  examined  by  a jury. 
r „ „ „ Edward  Madden,  Constable. 

J.  H.  Bracken,  Esq.  1,  S.  I. 

A true  copy. 

J.  H.  Bracken.  1.  S.  I. 


Board  Room,  Thurles,  July  8,  1847. 

Extract  from  Return  furnished  to  the  Government  Inspector,  Mr.  Labarte,  of  the 
Number  of  Persons  who  received  Relief  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  in  the  Thurles 
Electoral  Division  of  above  Union,  in  the  week  ended  4th  July  last,  in  rations. 


Impotent  Persons. 

Able-bodied  Persons. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

28 

3, 

10 

*75 

1,918 

1,528 

3,578 

7,024 

Return  of  Persons,  on  above  List,  holding  more  than  quarter  acre  of  Land. 


Impotent  Persons.  j 

Able-bodied  Persona. 

7,024 
91 2 

““ 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total,  j 

183 

23  i 

706 

912 

6,112 

James  Fogarty,  Clerk  of  Union. 


Thurles  Union. 
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Thurles  Union. 

. Name  of  Union 

and  County  iu  whicl 
situate. 

Names  orElectoral  Divisions 
showing  the  Counties  in 
which  situate. 

Population 

to  Census 
of  1841. 

Estimated 
Area  in 
Statute 
Acres. 

Net  Annual  Value 
according  to  Poor 
Law  Valuation. 

Names  of  Baronies  in 
which  the  Electoral 
Divisions  are  situate. 

Thurles  Union. 

£. 

Sm 

d. 

1.  Thurles  . . 

10,643 

12,792 

15,706 

2 

6 

Eliogarty. 

2.  Holycross  . . . 

2,653 

5,604 

4,884 

19 

0 

3.  Moycarkey 

2,667 

6,822 

3,825 

19 

0 

4.  Ballymoreen 

1,613 

3,124 

2,204 

18 

11 

5.  Burris  .... 

3,372 

15,310 

5,735 

8 

11 

6.  Moyne  .... 

2,763 

8,178 

5,894 

10 

0 

7.  Raliealty 

2,058 

3,354 

1,472 

2 

0 

8.  Templemore 

5,223 

6,2S9 

10,213 

11 

5 

9.  Lotighmore  East  . 

2,429 

5,403 

3,406 

1 

0 

11.  fjoughmore  West  . 

2,471 

4,975 

3,778 

15 

0 

Co.  Tipperary, -< 

11.  Drom  .... 

2,720 

5,769 

6,619 

8 

0 

12.  Inch  .... 

1,983 

4,411 

4,167 

19 

0 

13.  Bally cahill  . 

1,903 

3,238 

2,158 

1 

0 

14.  Boolick 

2,660 

11,952 

7,096 

15 

6 

Slievardagh. 

15.  Kilcooly 

4,467 

5,593 

3,895 

2 

0 

16.  Fennor  .... 

2,338 

5,405 

2,782 

16 

2 

17.  Templetoohy  . 

3,194 

7,912 

4,143 

14 

0 

Ikerrin. 

18.  Templeree  . 

1,612 

3,635 

2,068 

11 

0 

19.  Moyaliffe  . 

3,372 

7,752 

5,248 

11 

0 

Upper  Kilnamanagh. 

20.  Templebeg  . 

4,354 

13,293 

4,347 

19 

0 

21.  Burrisoleigh 

7,481 

13,731 

9,279 

17 

0 

>» 

Total  . 

71,976 

154,542 

108,931 

1 

5 

The  Commissioners  ” to  the  Board  of  Guardians — Proposed  Employment  of 

able-bodied  Persons  receiving  Relief,  on  Private  Farms: — January  17,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  a resolution  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  Thurles  Union,  passed  at  their  meeting  of  the  11th.  instant  in  the 
following  terms : — 

“ That,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  in  their 
order  of  the  10th  instant,  to  employ  any  able-bodied  paupers  who  get  relief,  we 
direct  our  relieving  officers  to  give  to  any  rate-payer,  on  the  production  of  the 
collector  s receipt,  to  work  on  his  farm  a number  of  labourers,  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  the  rate  paid.  F or  example,  that  any  man  who  pays  51.  shall  get  two 
labourers  for  60  days,  and  so  in  proportion  for  every  rate-payer  paying  a higher  or 
smaller  sum ; and  on  the  rate-payer  giving  a certificate  that  these  men  are  working 
fairly,  the  relieving  officer  of  the  district  give  them  the  amount  of  hire,  at  full 
rations,  in  Indian  meal.” 

In  reference  to  this  resolution,  the  Commissioners  desire  me  to  call  the  atten- 
PaSe  i-  tion  of  the  Guardians  to  the  printed  letter  which  followed  the  sealed  order  under 

section  2,  in  which  the  Commissioners  stated  to  the  Guardians  their  determination 
not  to  approve  any  arrangement  involving  the  employment  of  persons  receiving 
relief  on  the  lands  of  private  individuals,  and  entered  fully  into  the  nature  of  the 
objections  which  appear  to  the  Commissioners  to  exist  to  any  proposal  of  that 
nature. 

The  course  proposed  by  the  Guardians  of  Thurles  Union  must,  if  carried  out, 
inevitably  lead  to  the  discharge  of  many  of  those  persons  from  employment  who 
are  now  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  land  for  hire.  Such,  at  least,  is  the  direct 
tendency  of  the  step  proposed ; for  rate-payers  now  employing  persons  for  hire 
will  not  continue  to  do  so,  if  they  cau  get  the  work  done  by  labourers  furnished 
them  by  the  relieving  officers. 

The  tendency  of  the  resolution  is,  in  effect,  to  call  upon  the  relieving  officers  to 
interfere  between  the  labourers  and  the  employers  of  labour  throughout  the  Union, 
in  a manner  calculated  to  disturb  the  natural  relations  between  those  parties  ; than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  fatal  to  the  mutual  interests  of  both,  and  especially  to 
the  industry  and  independence  of  the  labourer. 

.The  Commissioners,  therefore,  call  on  the  Guardians  to  re-consider  this  resolu- 
tion, with  a view  to  its  being  at  once  rescinded. 
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Order  referred  to  in  foregoing. 

Thurles  Union. 


Thurles  Union. 


To  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the  Thurles  Union  ; to  the  Clerk  and  other 
Officers  of  the  said  Union,  and  to  all  other  persons  whom  it  may  concern. 

Whereas  it  has  been  shown  to  our  satisfaction  that,  by  reason  of  the 
want  ot  room  in  the  workhouse  ol  the  said  Union,  adequate  relief  cannot  be 
afforded  therein  to  destitute  poor  persons  not  being  persons  permanently  disabled, 
or  destitute  poor  persons  disabled  by  sickness  or  accident,  or  destitute  poor  widows 
having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent  on  them,  and  it  is  expedient  to 
authorize  and  empower  the  Guardians  of  the  said  Union  to  administer  relief  out  of 
the  workhouse  to  such  destitute  poor  persons,  for  a limited  time  as  hereinafter 
mentioned. 

Now  therefore,  we,  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of 
the  Poor  in  Ireland,  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  the  said  Guardians  to 
administer  relief  out  of  the  workhouse,  in  food,  to  destitute  poor  persons  not  being 
persons  permanently  disabled  from  labour  by  reason  of  old  age,  infirmity,  or  bodily 
or  mental  defect,  and  not  being  persons  disabled  from  labour  by  reason  of  severe 
sickness  or  serious  accident,  and  thereby  deprived  of  the  means  of  earning  a sub- 
sistence for  themselves  and  their  families,  whom  they  are  liable  by  law  to  maintain, 
and  not  being  poor  widows  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent  on 
them,  for  two  months  next  ensuing  after  the  date  of  this  order. 

And  we  do  hereby  make  the  following  rules  and  regulations  as  to  the  granting, 
ordering,  and  giving  of  relief  to  all  persons  who  shall  be  relieved  by  the  said  Guar- 
dians, under  the  authority  of  this  order,  that  is  to  say : — 

L Every  person  relieved  under  the ‘authority  of  this  order  shall  be  relieved 
in  food  only ; and  such  food  shall,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  be  cooked 
food. 

2.  Every  able-bodied  male  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this 

order  shall,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  be  set  to  perform  a task  of  work 
during  eight  hours  at  least  of  every  day  for  which  he  receives  such 
relief. 

3.  No  able-bodied  person  who  shall  be  in  employment,  nor  any  part  of  his 

or  her  family,  shall  receive  relief  as  a destitute  person  under  the 
authority  of  this  order. 


And  for  the  more  effectual  administration  of  relief  under  this  order,  we  do 
hereby  authorize  and  direct  the  said  Guardians  to  appoint  so  many  relieving 
officers  as  shall  be  found  sufficient  from  time  to  time,  to  superintend  the  labour  of 
such  persons  as  shall  be  set  to  work,  in  pursuance  of  the  regulations  in  this  order 
contained,  and  otherwise  to  assist  in  the  administration  of  relief  under  this  order, 
as  the  said  Guardians,  subject  to  our  approval,  shall  direct. 

Sealed  with  our  seal,  this  Tenth  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-eight. 


(Countersigned) 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary . 


(Signed) 


E.  T.  B.  Twisleton. 


Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes  of  18th  January,  1848. 

Proposed  by  Martin  Quinlan,  seconded  by  Richard  Sause, — 

Resolved, — That  in  compliance  with  the  sealed  order  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners of  the  10th  instant,  directing  this  Board  to  employ  the  able-bodied 
paupers  in  productive  works,  we  unanimously  agreed,  that  the  most  advantageous 
way  they  could  be  employed  was  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land ; and  we  have 
directed  our  relieving  officers  to  allot  any  rate-payer  who  has  paid  his  rates  a cer- 
tain number  of  men  from  our  relief  lists,  in  proportion  to  the  rate  he  has  paid,  to 
be  employed  by  him  in  such  a way  as  he  may  find  most  profitable  to  him. 

Resolved, — That  the  recommendation  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  con- 
tained in  their  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  to  employ  the  able-bodied  paupers  in  no 
other  work  than  breaking  stones,  instead  of  our  profitable  advantageous,  and  bene- 
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facial  mode  of  employing  them  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  is  so  preposterous,  so 
ill-considered,  and  would  be  so  cruel  to  those  poor  men  at  this  cold  and  inclement 
season,  and  so  ruinous  to  the  rate-payers,  by  withdrawing  so  much  labour  from  the 
land,  that  we  beg  of  the  Commissioners  to  consider  maturely  the  proposition  of  this 
Board,  and  of  other  Boards  who  have  acted  on  our  principles,  and  sanctioned  and 
approved  of  as  it  is  by  the  public,  before  they  make  an  order  compelling  us  to 
abandon  a project,  in  which  we  see  the  greatest  possible  blessings  to  all  classes, 
and  which  has  engaged  our  deep  and  anxious  consideration  for  some  time. 

Resolved, — That  as  the  Commissioners  direct  that  relief  to  the  able-bodied  is  to 
terminate  in  two  months,  and  order  stone-breaking  as  the  only  work  they  should 
be  employed  on  for  eight  hours  of  the  day  during  that  time,  we  have  calculated 
the  expenses  in  the  first  place,  which  we  are  prepared  to  /prove  would  be  enor- 
mous ; we  have  considered  the  profits  also,  which  would  not  one-fourth  cover  the 
cost  of  the  stones,  the  wages  of  stewards,  the  expense  of  stone  depots,  the  hire  of 
horses  and  cars,  &e.  & c., ; and  we  are  so  certain,  from  our  experience  of  the  great 
inutility  of  this  mode  of  employment,  and  so  thoroughly  convinced  that  it  is  bad, 
that  we  would  sooner  submit  to  have  the  able-bodied  paupers  live  entirely  on  the 
rates,  without  giving  any  value  for  them,  than  resort  to  this  way  of  employing 
them. 

Resolved , — Any  inference  from  the  good  or  bad  working  of  the  Poor  Law  in 
England  or  Ireland  heretofore,  cannot  be  brought  to  bear  against  our  plan  of 
employing  the  destitute  people  who  are  on  our  lists ; for  this  reason,  that  our 
mode  of  giving  employment,  and  thereby  testing  the  destitution  of  those  who  apply 
for  relief,  was  never  before  broached  or  tried  by  any  other  Board  of  Guardians  in 
England  or  Ireland ; this  being  the  case,  and  convinced  that  by  the  rules  and 
regulations  we  lay  down  we  shall  succeed  in  our  object,  we  only  ask  the  Com- 
missioners to  give  our  plan  a fair  trial  even  for  one  month,  and  if  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  it  appears  that  we  are  wrong,  we  will  unite  most  anxiously  in  any  other 
scheme  the  Commissioners  point  out  for  the  better  employment  of  the  people. 

Passed  unanimously. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — Janaary  24,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  resolutions  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  of  the  Thurles  Union  on  the  18th  instant,  in  which  they  state  their 
opinion  that  the  most  advantageous  mode  of  employing  able-bc/died  paupers  re- 
ceiving out-door  relief  is  to  employ  them  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  than  in 
stone-breaking  as  recommended  in  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  13th  instant ; 
and  in  which  resolutions  the  Guardians  propose  to  allot  to  any  rate-payer  who  has 
paid  his  rates  a certain  number  of  labourers,  in  proportion  to  the  rate  he  has  paid, 
to  be  employed  by  him  in  such  a way  as  he  may  find  most  profitable  to  him. 

In  reference  thereto  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state,  that  they  disapprove  so 
decidedly  of  the  employment  of  persons  receiving  relief  on  private  farms ; and  they 
are  so  strongly  convinced  that  the  course  proposed  by  the  Guardians,  however 
well  intended,  would  be  in  the  highest  degree  pernicious,  in  the  long  run,  to  the 
real  interests  of  the  Thurles  Union,  that  they  have  determined  to  issue  a formal 
sealed  order  prohibiting  such  employment : and  the  Guardians  will  receive  such 
order  in  due  course. 

The  course  which  the  Guardians  should  pursue  is  the  following  : — they  should 
contract  with  proper  parties  for  the  purchase  of  road  metal,  and  should  appoint 
overseers  of  the  works,  under  the  name  of  assistant  relieving  officers,  who  should 
take  care  that  each  able-bodied  man  has  a definite  task  of  work  every  day,  and  is 
compelled  while  receiving  relief  to  break  stones  to  such  smallness  as  will  render 
it  possible  to  pass  each  of  them  through  a ring  of  a certain  diameter.  In  order  to 
prevent  confusion,  the  system  might  be  commenced  with  40  or  50  men,  and  the 
number  might  gradually  be  increased. 


Order  above  referred  to. 

To  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the  Thurles  Union;  to  the  Clerk 
and  other  Officers  of  the  said  Union,  and  to  all  other  Persons  whom 
it  may  concern. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  10th  year  of  the 
reign  of  Her  present  Majesty,  Queen  Victoria,  intituled,  "An  Act  to  make  further 
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. Pro vision  for  the  Relief  of  the  Destitute  Poor  in  Ireland,”  we,  the  Commis-  Thuries  Union, 
sioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  did,  by 
an  order  under  our  Seal,  bearing  date  the  10th  day  of  January  instant,  autho- 
rize and  empower  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Thuries  Union  to  administer 
reliel  out  of  the  workhouse  of  the  said  Union  for  a limited  period,  to  destitute 
poor  persons  in  the  said  order  described,  and  did  make  certain  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  to  the  granting,  ordering,  and  giving  of  such  relief,  and  did  direct 
that  every  able-bodied  male  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  the  said 
order,  shouid,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  be  set  to  perform  a task  of  work  during 
eight  hours  at -least,  of  every  day  for  which  he  shall  receive  such  relief. 

And  whereas  the  Guardians  of  the  said  Union  did,  at  a weekly  meeting  of 
the  said  Guardians  held  on  the  11th  day  of  January  instant,  make  and  record 
upon  their  minutes,  a certain  resolution  in  the  following  terms,  that  is  to 
say : — 

, “Thjrt’.10  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  in  their  order  of 
the  10th  instant,  to  employ  any  able-bodied  paupers  who  get  relief,  we  direct  our  re- 
lieving officers  to  give  to  any  rate-payer,  oil  the  production  of  the  collector’s  receipt,  to 
work  on  his  farm  a number  of  labourers  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  rate  paid : for 
example,  that  any  man  who  pays  51.  shall  get  two  labourers  for  60  days,  and  so  in  propor- 
tion for  every  rate-payer  paying  a higher  or  smaller  sum  ; and  on  the  rate-payer  giving  a 
certificate  that  these  men  are  working  fairly,  the  relieving  officer  of  the  district  shall  give 
them  the  amount  of  hire  at  full  rations  in  Indian  meal.” 

And  whereas  the  said  Guardians,  at  a weekly  meeting  of  the  said  Guar- 
dians, held  on  the  18th  day  of  January  instant,  did  make  and  record  on  their 
minutes  a certain  minute  and  resolution  in  the  following  terms,  that  is  to 
say : — 

“ Resolved— that,  in  compliance  with  the  sealed  order  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
of  the  10th  instant,  directing  this  Board  to  employ  the  able-bodied  paupers  in  productive 
work,  we  unanimously  agreed  that  the  most  advantageous  way  they  could  be  employed 
was  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  and  we  have  directed  our  reliering  officers  to  allot  any 
rate-payer  who  has  paid  his  rates,  a certain  number  of  men  from  our  relief  lists  in  propor- 
tion to  the  rate  he  has  paid,  to  be  employed  by  him  in  such  way  as  he  may  find  most 
profitable  to  him. — Passed.” 

And  whereas  it  is  inexpedient  that  persons  receiving  relief  under  the  said 
order,  should  he  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  land  occupied  by  any  rate- 
payer or  other  person,  or  for  the  private  profit  or  advantage  of  any  individual 
in  any  way  whatever. 

Now  therefore,  in  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  us  in  this  behalf;  we  do 
hereby  order  and  direct,  that  no  person  receiving  relief  under  the  authority  of 
the  said  order,  shall  he  set  or  sent  to  work  by  the  Guardians  of  the  Thuries 
Union,  or  any  of  their  officers,  in  cultivating  land  in  the  occupation  of  any 
rate-payer  or  other  person,  or  shall  be  employed  or  sent  to  be  employed  by 
the  said  Guardians  or  any  of  their  officers,  in  any  other  way  for  the  private 
profit  or  advantage  of  any  individual. 

Sealed  with  our  seal,  this  27th  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1848. 

(Countersigned,)  (Signed)  E.  T.  B.  Twisleton. 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Lloyd,  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners  January  26,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I 
attended  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union  yesterday,  and  laid  before  it  the 
necessity  of  complying  with  the  order  and  views  of  the  Commissioners.  It  affords 
me  much  pleasure  to  be  enabled  to  add,  that  notwithstanding  the  preconceived 
ideas  the  members  of  the  Board  had  formed  regarding  the  employment  of  the 
able-bodied  destitute,  we  had  a lengthened  and  most  amicable  discussion,  the  result 
of  which  was  the  resolution  forwarded  with  the  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the 
Board  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Union.  The  Board  did  not  break  up  until  a late  hour ; 
I had  it  not  therefore  in  my  power  to  write  by  yesterday’s  post,  neither  could  I 
this  day,  for  from  morning  until  post  hour  I was  interrupted  by  the  Guardians 
coming  to  consult  upon  different  matters  connected  with  the  Union.  The  objec- 
tion to  stone-breaking  is,  as  it  should  be,  giving  way ; and  one  of  my  greatest 
opponents  yesterday  declared  he  was  a convert  to  the  Commissioners’  views.  I 

4 M 2 

Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


636  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Thurles  Union,  pressed  upon  the  Guardians  present  the  necessity  of  a better  system  of  cultivation, 
to  enable  them  to  pay  the  rates ; that  draining  was  the  first  step  towards  such, 
and  that  breaking  stones  in  different  localities,  particularly  in  those  where  such 
an  improvement  has  been  carried  out,  would  prove  remunerative.  I hope  to  see 
good  result  from  our  discussions. 

I visited  every  part  of  the  workhouse,  in  company  with  three  of  the  Guardians, 
one  of  whom  was  chairman  of  the  Board.  I think  it  quite  possible  to  accom- 
modate 1100  persons  in  the  house;  the  large  beds  would  easily  contain  three 
persons;  and  many. of  the  wards  had  not  the  complement  of  beds  they  would 
without  inconvenience  contain.  I think  every  exertion  should  be  made  to  encrease 
just  now  for  a test,  house  accommodation,  in  order  to  reduce  the  out-door  relief 
list  already  amounting  to  near  16.000.  I have  recommended  the  Board  to  apply 
to  the  Commissioners  for  permission  to  take  additional  buildings,  and  to  cease 
giving  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied.  The  number  of  females  in  the  house  is 
double  that  of  the  males,  and  the  children  are  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  inmates. 

It  is  supposed  that  upon  a scrutiny  the  house  may  be  cleared  of  about  200  of 
its  present  inmates,  and  that  a house  could  be  had  near  the  workhouse  capable  of 
containing  near  300  more ; and  if  the  Commissioners  sanctioned  the  Guardians’ 
admitting  near  300  into  the  house,  in  addition  to  the  present  number,  there  is  no 
doubt  the  applicants  for  out-door  relief  would  be  soon  diminished.  The  spring 
business  will  soon  commence,  and  if  the  able-bodied  are  placed  upon  out-door 
relief  there  will  be  no  end  to  imposition. 


Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on 
the  8th  February,  1848. 

That  we  protest  most  strongly  against  the  sealed  order  of  the  Commissioners, 
which  prevents  this  Board  from  employing  the  able-bodied  paupers  in  cultivating 
the  land  ; but  sooner  than  give  up  the  care  of  our  destitute  poor  into  the  keeping 
of  paid  Guardians,  and  rather  than  surrender  the  property  of  the  rate-payers  of 
this  Union  into  the  hands  of  the  paid  officials  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  who 
we  are  certain  would  both  stint  the  poor  and  waste  the  rates,  we  reluctantly  obey 
the  order  of  the  27th  ultimo ; and  though  we  see  that  the  employment  of  the  people 
at  stone-breaking  will  not  only  waste  our  funds  to  the  amount  of  600(X,  but  leave 
thousands  of  acres  of  land  uncultivated  in  this  Union,  still  we  feel  constrained  to 
adopt  the  test  of  stone-breaking  for  the  able-bodied — and  will  carry  it  out  in  every 
way  as  effectually  as  possible. 
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Tuam  Union. 


TUAM  UNION. 

PART  I. 

PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  POOR  LAW  DEFAULTERS. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Bourke  : — January  4,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  make  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  poor  of  the  Tuam  Union,  especially 
in  the  town  of  Tuam  and  in  the  Killererin  electoral  division,  aud  to  report  to  the 
Commissioners  on  the  subject  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 


Mr.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners  in  reply: — January  11,  1848. 

I arrived  at  Tuam  on  Sunday  evening,  which  was  the  earliest  moment 
at  which  my  previous  engagements  permitted,  and  have  been  occupied  since  then 
in  making  such  inquiries  into  the  circumstances  of  this  Union  as  would  enable 
me  to  afford  the  required  information.  At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  which  took  place  yesterday,  I had  an  opportunity  of  consulting  with 
the  Guardians  and  relieving  officers,  and  since  then  1 have  communicated  with 
such  persons  as  appeared  to  me  likely  to  afford  faithworthy  information  ; and  the 
result  has  been  to  convince  me  that  destitution  exists  to  a very  great  anil  dis- 
tressing extent  in  various  parts  of  this  Union.  The  testimony  of  every  Guardian 
present  at  the  meeting  yesterday  and  of  all  the  relieving  officers  was  given  to  this 
effect;  and  the  large  increase  of  applicants  for  admission  to  the  workhouse 
afforded  a strong  confirmation.  The  total  number  of  applications  appearing  on 
the  relieving  officers’  books  amounted  to  nearly  500,  though  not  more  than  250 
attended  at  the  workhouse;  and  if  I may  judge  from  these  of  the  districts  where 
the  greatest  poverty  exist,  I think  I might  name  the  electoral  divisions  of  Lisgeevy, 
Killererin,  Headford,  and  Tuam,  as  being  at  present  the  districts  where  the 
greatest  distress  prevails. 

The  relief  afforded  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  has  undoubtedly  not  been 
adequate  to  the  distress ; but  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  stated  that  they  have, 
provided  for  all  cases  brought  before  them  in  the  regular  course  by  their  relieving 
officers  which  appeared  to  require  it;  and  having  regard  to  the  necessity  for 
caution  in  the  administration  of  relief  from  the  poor’s-rates,  I am  of  opinion  that 
they  acted  wisely  in  confining  themselves  to  such  cases.  The  numbers  of  paupers, 
however,  whom  it  was  found  necessary  to  admit  yesterday  into  the  body  of  the 
house  having  exceeded  the  limit  appointed  by  your  order,  I called  upon  the. 
Guardians  to  exercise  the  powers  for  giving  out-door  relief,  as  laid  down  in  the 
first  section  of  the  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  after  some  hesitation  and  reluctance 
they  yielded  to  my  representations,  and  directed  so  many  of  the  present  inmates 
to  be  discharged  on  out-door  allowances  as  would  reduce  the  number  below  the 
regulated  limit ; they  likewise  placed  a small  amount  of  money  in  the  hands  of 
each  relieving  officer,  to  enable  him  to  provide  for  cases  of  sudden  and  urgent 
necessity.  In  a few  days  I trust  the  children  of  one  sex,  now  in  the  schools,  will 
be  enabled  to  occupy  the  house  lately  taken  for  them  in  the  town  of  Tuam,  and 
thus  additional  accommodation  will  be  afforded  in  the  workhouse ; but  neither 
this  nor  the  additional  room  to  be  given  by  the  removal  of  all  the  classes  described 
in  the  first  section  of  the  Act,  will  tor  any  length  of  time  afford  means  for  relieving 
the  numbers  who  must  soon  be  expected  to  demand  relief,  and  more  extended 
powers  must  soon  be  given  to  the  Board  of  Guardians.  How  far  they  will  consent 
to  exercise  these  powers  the  experience  derived  from  their  debate  in  the  Board- 
room yesterday  renders  very  doubtful. 

Their  reluctance  to  act  on  the  powers  of  giving  out-door  relief,  which  they  now 
possess,  arose  from  the  embarrassed  financial  condition  of  the  Union,  and  the 
alleged  difficulty  of  collecting  rates  taken  in  connexion  with  the  immense  demand 
they  expect  will  be  made  upon  them.  I urged  upon  the  Guardians  yesterday  my 
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Tuam  Union.  opinion,  that  it  was  quite  premature  in  them  to  assert  that  the  distress  could  not 
he  adequately  provided  for  from  the  rates  ; that  as  yet  no  sufficient  effort  had 
been  made ; that  the  present  rate,  amounting  to  not  more  than  Is.  6d.  in  the 
pound,  must  be  considered  as  a very  trifling  demand ; and  that  not  until  a much 
heavier  rate  had  been  struck,  and  actively  put  into  collection  and  found  deficient 
could  they  with  any  justice  allege  that  the  poverty  was  beyond  the  powers  of  a 
poor-rate  to  provide  for.  And  I pointed  out  to  them  how  badly  the  present  rate 
had  been  paid,  and  represented  the  duty  now  devolving  on  them  of  exerting 
themselves  to  secure  its  due  collection. 

In  consequence  of  my  representations  a Committee  of  the  Guardians  met  to-day 
and  closely  examined  the  collectors’  books,  giving  directions,  when  necessary,  for 
immediate  proceedings  to  be  taken  against  all  defaulters.  This  Committee  meets 
again  to-morrow  to  complete  the  inspection,  and  I anticipate  good  results  from 
their  proceedings.  I was  myself  engaged  with  them  throughout  the  day,  and  I 
regret  to  say,  I observed  instances  in  which  persons  of  rank  and  consideration, 
some  of  them  Guardians,  were  still  in  arrear  of  their  rates ; in  some  instances, 
amongst  which  I may  mention  that  of  Dr.  M'Hale,  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop 
of  Tuam,  no  part  of  this  or  the  previous  rate  had  been  paid;  and  when  it  is 
remembered  that  this  is  only  the  second  rate  struck  in  this  Union,  it  will  be  seen 
that  those  parties  have  thus  never  contributed  to  the  support  of  the  poor  of  their 
district  in  the  manner  provided  by  law. 

I reserve  some  observations  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  yesterday,  until 
the  minutes  shall  be  referred  to  me  in  the  usual  course. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  -.—January  15,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  a report  from  their 
Inspector,  Mr.  Bourke,  in  which  Mr.  Bourke  states,  that  destitution  exists  to  a 
very  great  and  distressing  extent  in  various  parts  of  Tuam  Union,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  acquaints  the  Commissioners  that  on  examining  the  collectors’  books 
he  observed  instances  in  which  persons  of  rank  and  consideration  (some  of  whom 
were  Guardians)  were  still  in  arrear  in  payment  of  their  rates,  and  that  in  some 
instances  (amongst  which  he  mentions  that  of  Dr.  M'Hale,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop  ot  Tuam,)  no  part  either  of  the  present  or  the  previous  rate  had  been 
paid.  And  Mr.  Bourke  further  observes,  that  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
present  rate  is  only  the  second  rate  struck  in  Tuam  Union,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
latter  parties  have  never  contributed  to  the  support  of  the  poor  of  their  district  in 
the  manner  provided  by  law. 

In  reference  to  Mr.  Bourke’s  report,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  point  out  that 
the  facts  which  it  discloses  are  deeply  discreditable  to  the  Tuam  Board  of  Guardians, 
as  such  a state  of  things  could  not  possibly  have  existed  if  the  Guardians  had 
made  use,  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  of  the  extensive  powers  which  they  possess 
to  enforce  the  payment  of  poor-rates.  At  a period  when  great  destitution  is  stated 
to  exist  in  the  Union,  the  preservation  of  human  life  may  depend  on  the  manner 
in  which  the  Guardians  levy  the  rate  now  in  progress  of  collection ; and  the 
Board  of  Guardians  incur  a heavy  responsibility  if  they  permit  any  deference  to 
rank  or  station,  or  feelings  ot  delicacy  towards  members  of  their  own  body,  to 
interfere  with  the  rigorous  exaction  of  that  money  from  which  the  destitute  poor 
of  the  Union  are  by  law  entitled  to  relief. 

The  Commissioners,  therefore,  now  call  upon  the  Guardians  to  discharge  their 
duty  to  the  poor  first,  by  paying  the  poor-rates  which  are  due  from  themselves 
as  individuals — and  secondly,  by  instituting  legal  proceedings  without  delay  against 
all  the  highest  rate-payers  in  the  Union  who  are  defaulters.  The  most  effectual 
course  will  probably  be  to  commence  with  8 or  10  of  such  rate-payers  in  each 
electoral  division;  and  if  these  are  promptly  compelled  to  pay,  the  Commis- 
sioners do  not  anticipate  that  the  Guardians  will  have  anv  material  difficulty  with 
the  rest. 

At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  deem  it  right  to  state  distinctly  that 
uuless  the  Tuam  Board  of  Guardians  adopt  vigorous  measures  in  accordance  with 
the  spirit  of  the  above  suggestions,  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  exercise 
their  powers  under  the  18th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  to 
appoint  paid  officers  to  administer  relief  to  the  destitute  in  Tuam  Union. 
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Mi.  Blake,  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  the  Commissioners  : 

January  18,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Tuam  Union  to  aeknow- 
iedge  the  receipt  of  a communication,  dated  the  15th  January  1848  and  to 
express  their  extreme  surprise  at  the  report  of  Mr.  Bourke,  Poor  Law  Inspector 
therein  referred  to.  * 5 

,,  Board  of  RhM'iians  are  not  aware  of  any  neglect  on  their  part  in  enforcing 
the  collection  of  the  rate,  and  beg  to  inform  tile  Commissioners  that  they  have  at 
once  adopted  any  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bourke’s  in  that  respect ; that  circulars  to  the 
eftect  that  legal  proceedings  would  be  taken  against  rate-payers  who  did  not  pay 
in  within  10  days  from  the  date  thereof,  were  posted  on  the  14th  instant  at  the 
suggestion  of  a Committee  which  was  attended  by  Mr.  Bonrke  himself. 

The  Board  of  Guardians,  therefore,  feel  that  the  threat  held  out  by  the  Com- 
missioners m the  last  paragraph  of  their  communication  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it 
harsh  and  uncalled  for,  and  went  tile  length  of  causing  a division  in  the  Board  as’ 
to  the  expediency  ot  withdrawing  themselves  from  the  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Union. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  22,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  18th  instant,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  are  in  com- 
munication with,  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Richard  Bourke,  and  will  address  the  Board 
or  Guardians  at  their  next  meeting. 


Further  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Blake  January  29,  1848. 

Adverting  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  and  the  Commissioners' 
reply  ot  the  22nd  instant,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they 
have  reason  to  believe  that  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Richard  Bourke,  will  attend  the 
weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Tuam  Union  on  Monday  next 
the  31st  instant,  and  the  Commissioners  await  the  result  of  his  communication 
with  the  Board  of  Guardians. 


Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes  : — January  24, 1848. 

Ordered, — 

That  it  having  appeared  to  the  Board  that  Dr.  M‘Hale,  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop,  had  paid  the  arrears  of  the  former  rate,  and  no  credit  given  for  it  by 
the  collector;  and  also  having  paid  the  present  rate,  that  the  amount  of  such 
arrears  be  deducted  from  the  poundage  due  to  him. 


Mr.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  4, 1843. 

, The  Board  of  Guardiaus  of  the  Tuam  Union,  having  declared  by  a resolu- 
tion passed  at  their  meeting  of  the  24th  January,  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  M‘Hale, 
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  of  Tuam,  was  not  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  arrear 
of  poor-rates  charged  against  him  in  the  collector  s books,  as  communicated  to  you 
in  my  letter  of  the  11th  January,  I have  made  inquiry  into  the  evidence  upon 
which  they  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  and  find  it  to  have  been  as  follows  : — 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan  appeared  before  the  Board  on  the  24th  instant,  and  stated 
that  he  had  paid  to  Patrick  Lally,  late  rate  collector  of  Tuam  electoral  division, 
who  has  since  died,,  a sum  of  about  31.  charged  to  Dr.  M'Hale,  as  poor’s  rates  for 
the  house  he  occupies,  and  other  premises  of  which  he  is  landlord.  He  further 
stated  that  he  had  got  no  receipt,  hut  that  Lally  had  acknowledged  in  presence  of 
others  that  he  had  received  the  amount.  I am  informed  that  a Guardian  present 
at  the  meeting,  stated  that  he  had  heard  Lally  state  this  before  his  death,  but  on 
the  other  hand,  that  another  Guardian  held  a different  opinion,  and  stated  that 
Lally  had  declared  that  the  amount  had  never  been  paid. 


Tuam  Union. 
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I instituted  the  best  inquiry  I could  into  the  evidence  on  this  subject,  but  owing 
to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  I regret  to  say  I have  not  been  able  to 
arrive  at  any  certain  result.  The  death  of  Lally  has  cut  off  the  source  of  the  best 
if  not  the  only  information,  that  in  a legal  point  of  view,  can  be  brought  to  bear  on 
the  subject,  and  what  is  now  available,  cannot  be  considered  as  directly  affecting 
the  matter  at  issue.  Such  as  it  is,  however,  together  with  my  opinion  upon  it  I 
beg  to  report.  ■ r > 

The  first  rate  struck  in  the  Tuarn  Union  bears  date  the  24th  of  October,  1842 
and  under  it  Dr.  M'Hale  was  charged  as  follows  : — 


Killalouty,  No. 

954,  Dr.  M'Hale  . . . 

£. 
. 0 

S. 

4 

d. 

6 

Bishop-street, 

1524,  ditto  . . . 

. 0 

18 

9 

Dit 

1576,  Archbishop  M'Hale  . 

. 0 

9 

7 

Dublin-road, 

1576,  ditio 

. 1 

2 

11 

1 

Old  Chapel, 

1821,  Dr.  M'Hale  . . . 

. 0 

2 

Tierboy, 

2152,  Archbishop  M'Hale  . 

. 0 

3 

31 

Total  . . 

. 3 

1 

li 

By  a return  which  I found  in  the  clerk’s  office,  signed  by  Patrick  Lally,  and 
dated  the  13th  July,  1846,  purporting  to  be  a return  of  all  persons  in  arrear  of 
their  rates  at  that  date  in  Tuam  electoral  division,  I find  Dr.  MTIale’s  name 
appearing  for  all  the  denominations  specified  above.  Up  to  that  date  it  seems 
therefore  pretty  clear  that  the  rate  was  unpaid.  Patrick  Lally  appears  to  have 
died  about  April  or  May,  1847,  so  that  it  must  have  been  during  the  interval  that 
the  amount  was  paid.  He  has  left  only  one  son,  who  is  a child,  now  residing  with 
his  uncle,  a Roman  Catholic  clergyman,  near  Clifden.  I have  examined  Lally’s 
collecting  books,  but  no  entry  appears  of  any  payment  made  to  him  on  this  account. 
And  liis  block  receipts  have  also  been  searched,  but  no  record  of  any  acknowledg- 
ment for  this  amount  can  be  found.  I have  not  been  able  yet  to  examine  these 
blocks,  as  they  are  in  custody  of  Mr.  William  Gannon,  who  for  the  present  is 
disinclined  to  give  them  up,  but  I have  no  doubt  that  I shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  examining  them  on  my  next  visit.  After  the  death  of  Lally,  a revision  of  the 
valuation  of  the  Union  took  place,  and  Dr.  M ‘Hale’s  name  was  omitted  in  con- 
nexion with  the  two  last  denominations  as  given  above,  viz.,  Nos.  1821  and  2152 
but  retained  in  the  rest.  On  the  14th  of  June,  1847,  a new  rate  was  struck,  and 
oil  the  5th  July  following,  the  present  collector,  Patrick  Ryan,  was  appointed. 

he  circumstances  connected  with  Dr.  MfHale’s  rates,  as  far  as  Ryan  is  concerned, 
are  detailed  m the  accompanying  deposition  which  I have  taken,  in  order  to  show 
that  he  acted  according  to  his  duty  in  demanding  not  only  the  amount  of  the  rate 
- Ii  i “ „ e’  1847’  but  likewise  of  the  former  one  which  was  returned  to  him 
m the  late  collector’s  books  as  in  arrear. 

The  result  ot  this  evidence  appears  to  be,  that  judging  from  documents  available 
ur  purposes  of  this  inquiry,  it  appears  clear  that  the  whole  rate  aud  arrear  were 
^ e M'Hale  at  the  time  when  the  Committee  examined  into  the  state  of 

the  coimctaon.  This  documentary  evidence  is,  however,  qualified  by  the  statement 
o the  Kev.  Mr.  Ryan,  and  the  conversation  sworn  to  by  Patrick  Ryan,  as  having 
taken  place  between  him  and  Dr.  M'Hale.  But  as  neither  of  these  statements  are 
legal  evidence  upon  the  issue  now  pending,  but  at  the  same  time  are  entitled  to 
weight  from  the  source  from  which  they  proceed,  I fear  it  is  impossible  to  place 
the  matter  on  a footing  quite  free  from  doubt. 

I shall  continue  my  inquiries  when  at  Tuam',  on  Monday,  and  if  I can  derive 
■any  information  bearing  on  the  matter  I shall  not  fail  to  communicate  it. 


Enclosure.  • 

Patrick  Ryan  sworn.  Am  rate  collector  for  the  electoral  divisions  of  the  county  and 
borough  of  Tuam;  Clare,  Tuam.  and  Cummer,  in  the  Union  of  Tuam;  was  appointed  to  this 
situation  on  or  about  the  5th  of  J uly,  IS47  ; immediately  after  this  date  I commenced  having 
he  collector  s books  for  these  electoral  divisions  filled  up  from  the  revision  books  of  Matthew 
K-eamey,  which  were  in  custody  of  the  clerk  of  the  Guardians.  I compared  the  collecting- 
ooks  when  completed  with  Kearney’s  revision  book,  and  found  them  to  correspond.  In  the 
column  of  arrears  and  rate  due,  I find  the '-following  entries : — 
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No.  321,  (Bishop-street,)  house,  garden,  and  offices,  Archbishop  M'Hale,  value  452. ; 
rate,  32.  7s.  6d. ; arrears,  18s.  9 d. 

No.  330,  (Bishop-street,)  Corlea  Nunnery,  Archbishop  M'Hale,  value  232. ; rate, 
12.  14s.  6 d. ; arrears,  9j.  7d. 

No.  435,  (Dublin-road,)  two  waste-houses  and  land.  Archbishop  M'Hale,  value,  552. ; 
rate,  42.  2s.  6d. ; arrears,  12.  2s.  lid. 

No.  852,  (Killalouty,)  lands.  Dr.  M'Hale,  value  102.  16s.;  rate,  16s.  2d. ; arrears, 
4s.  6 d. 

In  the  month  of  October  last,  as  well  as  I remember,  I wrote  to  Dr.  M'Hale  demanding 
payment  of  his  poor’s  rates ; could  not  see  him  on  that  occasion,  but  left  the  letter.  I made  a 
second  application  some  time  after,  but  could  not  see  him,  as  he  was  unwell.  About  the 
month  of  January  I called  at  his  house  with  the  particulars  of  his  account;  he  came  down  to 
see  me  ; he  stated  he  would  pay,  but  asked  me  to  look  over  the  books,  to  see  whether  he  had 
received  credit  for  32.  paid,  as  he  said,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan.  I promised  to  do  so,  and 
accordingly  looked  over  the  books,  but  could  find  no  entry  of  any  such  payment ; about  a 
fortnight  ago  I called  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan  on  the  subject  of  the  rates  ; he  desired  me  to 
draw  up  receipts  and  that  he  would  pay  ; he  said  nothing  to  me  about  the  arrear.  On  Monday, 
the  24th  January,  I met  him  as  I was  going  to  the  workhouse ; he  again  told  me  to  draw  up 
the  receipts  and  he  would  pay ; he  said  nothing  to  me  about  the  arrears.  I went  up  to  the 
workhouse,  and  when  I entered  the  Board-room  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan  was  there.  The  Guar- 
dians desired  me  to  take  the  amount  of  the  rate  due,  without  the  arrear,  and  to  make  an 
entry  on  my  collection  book  that  the  whole  was  paid;  they  also  desired  me  to  give  a receipt 
for  the  rate,  but  to  make  a memorandum  on  the  block  receipt  that  I had  not  been  paid  ihe 
arrears.  In  pursuance  of  their  orders,  I gave  receipts  for  the  rate  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan,  who 
paid  me  the  sum  of  102.  0.?.  8 d.,  being  the  amount  of  rate  due  by  Dr.  M'Hale;  I gave  the 
receipt  in  the  name  of  Dr.  M'Hale. 

Pat.  Rtan. 

Sworn  before  me  this  3rd  day  of  February,  1848. 

Richard  Bourke,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

I eertify  the  corrections  were  made  by  me  on  the  dictation  of  the  deponent,  whose  state- 
ments varied  slightly  on  this  being  read  to  him,  from  what  they  had  been  at  first. 

R.  Bourke. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians: — February  11,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Guardians  of  Tuam  Union  on  the  24th  of  January  last,  in  which  they  find  the 
following  resolution  recorded : — 

“ Ordered — That  it  having  appeared  to  the  Board  that  Dr.  M‘Hale,  Roman 
“ Catholic  archbishop,  had  paid  the  arrears  of  the  former  rate,  and  no  credit  given 
“ for  it  by  the  collector,  and  also  having  paid  the  present  rate,  that  the  amount  of 
“ such  arrears  be  deducted  from  the  poundage  due  to  him.” 

In  a previous  letter  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  Guardians,  of  the  15th  January, 
they  mentioned  the  fact  reported  to  them  by  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Bourke,  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  archbishop  had  paid  neither  the  present  nor  the  previous  rate, 
and  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Guardians  on  the  24th  being  at  variance  with 
that  statement,  the  Commissioners  instructed  Mr.  Bourke  to  make  inquiry  into  the 
grounds  on  which  the  resolution  of  the  Guardians  was  passed. 

Mr.  Bourke  has  since  informed  the  Commissioners  that  the  evidence  on  which 
the  Guardians  arrived  at  their  conclusion  was  as  follows  : — 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan  appeared  before  the  Board,  and  stated  that  he  paid  to 
Patrick  Lally,  late  rate-collector,  (who  died  in  April,  1847,)  a sum  of  about  31. 
charged  to  Dr.  M'Hale  as  poor  rates.  He  further  stated  that  he  had  got  no  receipt, 
but  that  Lally  had  acknowledged  in  presence  of  others  that  he  had  received  the 
amount. 

Mr.  Bourke  was  informed  that  a Guardian  present  at  the  meeting,  stated  he 
had  heard  Lally  say  this  before  his  death,  but  on  the  other  hand,  that  another 
Guardian  held  a different  opinion,  and  stated  that  Lally  had  declared  that  the 
amount  had  never  been  paid. 

It  appears  further,  from  Mr.  Bourke’s  report,  that  no  entry  was  made  of  any 
such  payment  in  the  collecting-book  of  Lally,  the  late  collector ; and  that  although 
the  block  receipts  left  by  that  collector  are  preserved,  no  block  receipt  correspond- 
ing to  this  payment  has  been  found. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  Guardians 
took  a hasty  and  improper  step  in  declaring,  by  a vote  of  the  Board,  that  the  arrear 
had  been  paid  ; and  in  desiring  the  present  collector,  as  it  appears  from  his  sworn 
evidence  they  did,  to  accept  the  amount  of  rate  due  without  the  arrear,  and  to  make 
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an  entry  on  his  collection  book  that  the  whole  was  paid.  It  seems  that  after  this 
order  was  given,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan  paid  the  amount  of  the  latter  rate  to  the  col- 
lector, and  took  his  receipt  for  it  in  the  name  of  Dr.  MTIale. 

A collector  of  poor  rates  is  bound  by  the  rules  of  the  Commissioners  to  issue 
a receipt  for  every  payment  of  rate,  and  to  preserve  and  hand  over  to  the  clerk 
the  counterpart  or  block  receipt ; and  it  is  the  examination  of  these  receipts  by  the 
clerk,  and  comparison  thereof  with  the  sums  lodged  in  bank,  which  constitute  the 
principal  checks  on  the  collector’s  accounts. 

The  omission  to  give  a receipt  on  payment  of  a rate,  and  to  render  any  account 
of  such  payment  in  his  books,  is  primci  facie  an  act  of  peculation  and  embezzle- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  collector ; and  the  Commissioners  think  that  the  Guar- 
dians should  not  lightly  have  cast  such  an  imputation  on  a deceased  collector ; in 
justice  to  whom  the  Commissioners  must  observe,  that  no  other  instance  has  come 
to  their  knowledge,  of  a rate-payer  having  paid  Mr.  Lally  his  rate,  and  not  having 
received  credit  for  it. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that  the  Roman  Catholic  archbishop  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Ryan,  his  administrator,  are  both  under  the  impression  that  the  arrears 
of  the  first  rate  were  paid,  and  the  length  of  time  which  intervened  between  the 
making  of  that  rate  and  the  close  of  the  collection  may  have  assisted  in  throwing 
some  obscurity  on  the  subject. 

The  first  rate  made  in  Tuam  Union  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  was  made  in  Octo- 
ber, 1842 ; it  was  only  by  a peremptory  mandamus  of  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench, 
obtained  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  after  long  process  in  that  Court,  that 
the  Guardians  were  induced  to  place  warrants  in  the  hands  of  collectors  to  collect 
that  rate,  which  they  did  on  the  approach  of  Michaelmas  Term,  184.5. 

The  warrant  given  by  the  Guardians  to  the  deceased  collector,  Lally,  bore  date 
. 20th  October,  1845.  A return  signed  by  Lally  on  the  13th  July,  1846,  is  still  in 
existence,  showing  the  Roman  Catholic  archbishop  had  not  at  that  time  paid  that 
rate ; and  in  the  October  following  the  collector  Lally  declared  that  the  arch- 
bishop had  not  only  not  paid  his  rate,  but  had  refused  to  pay  it. 

The  last  examination  of  Lally’s  accounts  was  made  by  the  clerk  at  the  end  of 
March,  1847,  and  the  total  arrear  then  appearing,  viz.,  106Z.,  was  carried  into  the 
new  rate  signed  by  the  Guardians  in  June,  1847,  including  the  arrears  then 
supposed  to  be  due  from  the  Roman  Catholic  archbishop.  The  collector  took 
fever  early  in  April,  1847,  and  died  on  the  29th  of  that  month. 

If  previously  to  his  death  the  collector  received  that  arrear  from  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Ryan  on  behalf  of  the  archbishop,  it  certainly  was  never  accounted  for  by 
him  ; and  although  _ such  appears  to  be  the  impression  of  the  archbishop  and  his 
administrator,  that  impression  may  be  erroneous ; and  when,  to  the  improba- 
bility already  suggested,  that  in  this  particular  instance  the  collector  omitted 
to  issue  a receipt  or  to  give  credit,  the  further  improbability  is  added,  that  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Ryan,  when  paying  the  rate  on  the  part  of  the  archbishop,  would 
neglect  to  require  a receipt,  the  Commissioners  cannot  but  think  it  would  have 
been  a far  more  satisfactory  course,  if  the  Board  of  Guardians  had  permitted 
the  present  collector  to  use  his  power  of  recovering  the  arrears,  and  thereby 
obtain  an  adjudication  from  a proper  tribunal  on  the  facts  of  the  case,  than  to 
direct,  as  they  did,  the  collector  to  forego  the  arrears  on  payment  only  of  the 
latter  rate. 

The  Commissioners  felt  themselves  called  on,  by  the  resolution  of  the  Guar- 
dians, to  have  special  enquiry  made  in  this  particular  instance  of  default.  They 
trust  that  in  the  cases  of  other  parties  of  rank  and  station  in  the  Union,  who 
have  been  reported  as  defaulters,  or  as  denying  their  liabilities,  the  solicitor  of 
. the  Guardians  will  strenuously  carry  on  the  legal  proceedings  which  the  Com- 
missioners understand  he  has,  in  accordance  with  their  suggestions,  been  directed 
to  commence. 


The  Rev.  Luke  Ryan,  R.C.C.  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  18,  1848. 

From  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant  addressed  to  the  Tuam  Board  of 
uuardians  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  done  what  in  them  lay  to  place 
my  name  before  the  public  in  a light  calculated  to  compromise  my  character  for 
veraci  y similar  insinuations  against  the  Board  of  Guardians  and  against  his 
race  e Archbishop  of  Tuam  I pass  by  without  comment,  simply  remarking  that 
i i not  well  become  the  Commissioners  to  introduce  again  his  Grace’s  name 
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after  my  public  declaration  " that  whatever  mistake  had  occurred  in  reference  to 
“ this  disputed  rate,  was  owing  exclusively  to  my  neglect  in  not  being  more 
“ attentive  in  procuring  the  proper  receipt  from  the  deceased  collector.’’ 

I cannot  easily  persuade  myself  that  the  Board  of  Commissioners  would  inten- 
tionally volunteer  their  services  as  auxiliaries  to  the  rabid  press  of  England  in 
blackening  the  character  of  men  whose  lives  are  evidence  of  the  salutary  influence 
exerted  by  their  teaching  over  a starving  and  oppressed  population,  yet  the 
following  statement,  in  the  letter  referred  to,  having  the  object  of  falsifying  the 
public  evidence  given  by  me  before  the  Board,  and  corroborated  by  many 
respectable  members  of  the  same  Board,  appear  as  if  the  Commissioners  had 
directly  intended  to  join  in  these  widely  circulated  aspersions. 

First, — Mr.  Bourke,  your  Inspector,  states  in  his  report  “ that  a Guardian  had 
“ asserted  that  Lally,  the  collector,  had  declared  that  the  amount  had  never  been 
“paid;”  as  this  statement  in  the  report  is  strictly  false,  I call  upon  Mr.  Bourke 
to  produce  his  authority. 

Secondly, — Mr.  Bourke’s  report  would  make  it  appear  that  he  examined  the 
block  receipts  of  Lally ; now  this  assertion  is  equally  untrue,  as  I have  un- 
questionable evidence  to  prove  he  has  never  seen  them  at  all. 

Thirdly, — Mr.  Bourke’s  assertion  that  one  Guardian  only  stated  that  “ he  had 
“ heard  Lally  declare  before  his  death  that  the  amount  in  question  had  been  paid, 
“ though  no  receipt  was  issued,”  is  likewise  open  to  the  same  charge  of  false- 
hood, as  I have  abundant  evidence  to  prove  that  Mr.  Bourke  knew  full  well 
that  not  only  one  but  three  Guardians,  together  with  some  of  the  present  officers 
of  the  house,  had  attested  the  payment  of  the  money  in  question.  Now  I would 
submit  that  the  extreme  sensitiveness  of  Mr.  Bourke  to  shield  from  obloquy  the 
memory  of  the  dead,  ought,  in  justice,  to  manifest  a similar  regard  for  the  cha- 
racters of  the  living,  and  not  wilfully  attempt  to  discredit,  and  thus  calumniate, 
the  accumulated  evidence  of  so  many  respectable  witnesses.  Without  entering 
here  into  the  merits  of  the  question  of  selecting  some  rate-payers  as  objects  for 
public  odium,  I might  fairly  ask  why  so  much  pains  are  taken  in  the  case  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Tuam,  and  pass  over  men  of  large  fortune,  viz.,  Martin  James 
Blake,  M.P.  ? Is  it  because  he  supported  the  Government  in  the  late  tyrannical 
Coercion  Act. 

In  conclusion,  as  the  Commissioners,  along  with  other  unbecoming  insinua- 
tions, labour  to  make  it  appear  that  my  “ impression”  with  regard  to  the  payment 
is  “ erroneous  ” and  as  their  judgment  in  the  case  is  founded  upon  the  foregoing 
and  similar  false  and  prejudiced  statements,  I call  for,  and  must  insist  upon,  a 
further  searching  and  more  impartial  investigation  of  this  affair. 

Before,  therefore,  I call  any  further  attention  to  the  proceeding  I await  your 
earliest  reply.  


Reply  to  the  above : — February  25,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1 8th  instant,  adverting 
to  llieir  correspondence  with  the  Guardians  of  the  Tuam  Union  on  the  subject  of 
the  poor-rate  and  arrears  of  poor-rate  assessed  on  the  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop 
of  Tuam. 

You  state,  that  it  did  not  well  become  the  Commissioners  to  introduce  his 
Grace’s  name  after  your  public  declaration,  that  whatever  mistake  had  occurred 
in  reference  to  this  disputed  rate,  was  owing  exclusively  to  your  neglect  in 
not  being  more  attentive  in  procuring  the  proper  receipt  from  the  deceased 
collector. 

Your  declaration  to  the  above  effect  was  not  made  known  to  the  Commis- 
sioners in  any  shape,  and  had  it  been  so  the  Commissioners  must  nevertheless 
have  expressed  themselves  precisely  as  they  did  in  their  letter  to  the  Guardians  of 
Tuam  Union,  of  the  1 1th  instant.  The  Commissioners  wrote  that  letter  in  the 
discharge  of  a paramount  and  pressing  duty.  On  the  one  hand,  they  received 
representations  of  the  most  urgent  distress  in  that  Union,  unrelieved  for  want  of 
funds  through  non-collection  of  rates ; and  on  the  other  hand,  they  found  the 
Guardians  hastily  deciding  on  a verbal  statement  opposed  to  the  evidence  of 
their  own  books,  that  a rate-payer  of  so  much  consideration  as  his  Grace  the 
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  had  paid  a rate  for  which  no  receipt  could  be 
produced,  and  which  it  was  well  known  he  had  expressed  his  unwillingness 
to  pay. 

The  Commissioners  regret  that,  in  the  performance  of  their  official  duty, 
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Tuam  Union.  expressions  should  have  proceeded  from  them  in  any  way  hurtful' to  your  feelings; 

and  that,  while  stating  they  had  no  doubt  you  were  under  the  impression  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop’s  arrear  had  been  paid,  they  felt  themselves  constrained 
to  advert,  at  the  same  time,  to  the  possibility  that  such  an  impression  might  be 
erroneous. 

In  reply  to  your  observations  thereon,  the  Commissioners  will  now  recapitulate 
the  circumstances  which  led  them  so  to  express  themselves. 

In  their  letter  to  the  Guardians  of  Tuam  Union,  dated  I5th  January  last,  the 
Commissioners  cited  a report  from  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Bourke,  in  which  the 
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop,  Dr.  M'Hale,  was  named  as  a defaulter  both  for  the 
present  rate,  and  also  for  an  arrear  of  the  only  other  rate  which  had  before  been 
made  in  the  Tuam  Union. 

The  former  of  the  two  rates  was  made  in  October,  1842,  and  the  latter  in 
J une,  1847.  The  amount  assessed  on  the  archbishop  in  the  former  was  about  31., 
and  in  the  latter  about  10 l. 

The  Guardians  received  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners  at  their  meeting  of  the 
17th  Jauuary  last,  and  at  the  following  meeting  of  the  24th,  you  are  said  to  have 
attended  at  the  Board  and  to  have  stated  that  you  had  paid  the  former  rate  to  the 
deceased  collector,  Lally.  It  appears  that  you  then  tendered  the  amount  of  the 
second  rate  to  the  present  collector,  who,  by  desire  of  the  Guardians,  received  it, 
and  the  Guardians  then  passed  their  resolution  exonerating  the  archbishop  from 
any  further  liability  for  either  the  first  or  second  rate. 

The  sworn  evidence  given  by  the  collector  on  this  point  is  in  the  following 
terms : — 

“ In  the  month  of  October  last  (as  well  as  I remember),  I wrote  to  Doctor 
<c  M'Hale  demanding  payment  of  his  poor’s-rates ; could  not  see  him  on  that 
“ occasion,  but  left  the  letter.  I made  a second  application  some  time  after,  but 
“ could  not  see  him,  as  he  was  unwell.  About  the  month  of  January,  I called 
“ at  his  house  with  the  particulars  of  his  account,  he  came  down  to  see  me,  he 
“ stated  he  would  pay,  but  asked  me  to  look  over  the  books  to  see  whether  he 
“ had  received  credit  for  31.  paid,  as  he  said,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Ryan.  I pro- 
“ mised  to  do  so,  and  accordingly  looked  over  the  books,  but  could  find  no  entry 
“ of  any  such  payment.  About  a fortnight  ago,  I called  on  the  Reverend  Mr. 
“ Ryan  on  the  subject  of  the  rates.  He  desired  me  to  draw  up  receipts  and  that 
“ be  would  pay.  He  said  nothing  to  me  about  the  arrears.  On  Monday,  the 
“ 24th  January,  I met  him  as  I was  going  to  the  workhouse,  he  again  told  me 
“ to  draw  up  the  receipts  and  he  would  pay.  He  said  nothing  to  me  then  about 
“ the  arrears.  I.  went  up  to  the  workhouse,  and  when  I entered  the  Board-room 
“ the  Reverend  Mr.  Ryan  was  there,  the  Guardians  desired  me  to  take  the  amount 
“ °f  the  rate  without  the  arrears  due,  and  to  make  an  entry  on  my  collection 
“ book  that  the  whole  was  paid.  They  also  desired  me  to  give  a receipt  for 
“ the  rate ; but  to  make  a memorandum  on  the  block  receipt,  that  I had  not 
“ been  paid  the  arrear.  In  pursuance  of  their  orders  I gave  receipts  for  the  rate 
“ to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Ryan,  who  paid  me  the  sum  of  10Z.  Os.  8 d.,  being  the 
c‘  amount  of  rate  due  by  Doctor  M‘Hale.  I gave  the  receipt  in  the  name  of 
“ Doctor  M'Hale.” 

With,  such  information  before  them  the  Commissioners  did  not  regard  your 
communication  to  the  Guardians  as  having  resulted  from  any  very  confident  im- 
pression of  your  own  upon  the  subject.  The  payment,  if  made  by  you  to  the 
deceased  collector,  must  have  been  made  before  the  end  of  April,  1847,  about 
Avhich  time  he  died  ; and  the  Commissioners  were  not  made  acquainted  with  any 
circumstantial  facts  attending  the  supposed  payment,  or  with  the  existence  of  any 
entry  in  your  pecuniary  accounts  with  the  archbishop,  which  might  have  served  to 
assist  your  memory  at  this  distance  of  time,  ten  months,  l-egarding  so  small  a sum 
as  (three  pounds)  the  amount  of  the  arrears. 

Should  the  Commissioners  under  these  circumstances  have  done . you  any 
injustice  by  mentioning  the  possibility  of  your  impression  being  erroneous,  they 
will  be  most  happy  to  repair  it  by  every  means  in  their  power,  and  on  receiving 
from  you  a positive  statement  that  you  paid  the  rate  of  1842  for  the  archbishop, 
aud  any  particulars  which  you  may  choose  to  make  known  to  them  as. showing 
• the  accuracy  of  your  impressions,  they  will  not  fail  to  give  your  statement  the 

same  publicity  as  the  other  correspondence  on  this  subject,  in  the  event  of  the 
latter  being  at  any  time  furnished  for  the  information  of  Parliament,  as  it  probably 
will  be. 
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The  Commissioners  must  now  advert  to  the  reflections  made  by  you  on  the 
accuracy  of  Mr.  Bourke’s  report.  They  have  referred  your  observations  to 
Mr.  Bourke ; and  he  replies  that,  not  having  been  present  at  the  meeting  when 
your  statement  was  made,  he  cannot  take  upon  himself  to  say  what  the  exact' 
expressions  were  that  fell  from  members  on  that  occasion,  but  that  he  has  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  the  information  given  to  him  was,  in  its  leading  points, 
perfectly  true.  Mr.  Bourke  adds  that  as  to  his  knowledge,  that  not  only  one 
but  three  Guardians  stated  that  Lally  had  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  arch- 
bishop’s rates,  he  cannot  remember  that  at  the  date  of  his  report,  he  had  even 
heard  of  more  than  one  person  having  so  testified,  and  though  at  a subsequent 
meeting  of  the  Board,  where  he  had  a conversation  with  yourself,  he  did  hear  a 
second  person  so  assert,  yet  up  to  the  present  hour  he  does  not  know  who  is  the 
third. 

With  reference  to  the  other  point  on  which  you  declare  Mr.  Bourke’s  report 
to  be  untrue,  the  Commissioners  must  themselves  observe  that  you  impute  to 
Mr.  Bourke  a statement  which,  in  fact,  he  never  made,  viz.,  that  he  “ examined 
“ the  block-receipts  of  Lally.”  Mr.  Bourke  reported  to  the  Commissioners 
on  the  contrary  that  he  had  not  examined  the  block-receipts  ; but  he  stated  that 
they  were  in  existence,  and  were  withheld  from  him  by  one  of  the  Guardians ; 
but  that  no  block-receipt  had  been  found  among  them  applicable  to  the  arch- 
bishop’s rates.  It  is  manifest  that  this  part  of  Mr.  Bourke’s  report  must  be 
correct,  when  you  yourself  say  that  you  neglected  to  obtain  from  the  deceased 
collector  a receipt,  in  which  case  there  could  be  no  block-receipt;  and  your 
assertion  therefore  of  Mr.  Bourke’s  inaccuracy  on  this  point  had  no  relevancy  to 
the  question  at  issue. 

You  say  that  you  call  for,  and  insist  upon,  a further  searching  and  more  impar- 
tial investigation  of  this  affair.  The  Commissioners  do  not  see  on  what  grounds 
you  rest  this  peremptory  claim  for  enquiry  at  their  hands. 

The  Commissioners  have  censured  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  for  passing  a 
hasty  resolution  excusing  a rate-payer  from  rates  appearing  due  on  the  collector’s 
warrant ; and  they  are  well  satisfied  that  that  censure  was  justified  by  the  occa- 
sion ; and  they  do  not  consider  that  you  have  any  ground  for  complaining  that  the 
terms  in  which  the  Commissioners  expressed  themselves  were  not  perfectly  res- 
pectful towards  you.  On  the  contrary,  the  Commissioners  have  distinctly  stated 
their  belief  that  you  were  under  the  impression  that  the  archbishop’s  arrears  were 
paid  ; and  the  Commissioners  now  repeat  that  they  will  be  most  happy  to  receive 
and  °ive  effect  to  any  communication  from  you  which  may  tend  to  show  that  your 
impression  was  well  founded. 


The  Rev.  Luke  Ryan,  R.C.C.,  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  2,  1848. 

It  is  painful,  while  thousands  of  the  poor  people  around  me  are  dying  of 
actual  starvation,  to  be  wasting  time  in  again  urging  upon  the  Commissioners  the 
obvious  necessity  of  having  the  payment  of  this  much-contested  rate  cleared  up.  My 
character,  however,  requires  it,  the  public  expect  it,  justice  demands  it.  Shift  the 
matter  as  the  Commissioners  may,  the  whole  question,  disembarrassed  of  any 
sophistry,  comes  simply  to  this : Was  the  rate  in  question  paid  by  me  ? and,  if 
paid,  and  if  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  said  payment  was  easily  accessible  to  the 
Commissioners  and  their  Inspector,  have  not  the  public  a right  to  ask,  why  not 
ascertain  the  fact  before  holding  up,  and  continuing  to  hold  up,  for  special  annoy- 
ance the  Archbishop  of  Tuam? 

Now,  with  reference  to  your  reply  of  the  25th  February,  the  Commissioners,  it 
appears,  expect  from  me  a “ positive  statement”  that  I paid  the  rate.  What  do 
the  Commissioners  mean  by  this  positive  statement  on  my  part?  . Now,  in  their 
own  letter  of  the  1 1th  February,  addressed  to  the  Tuam  Guardians,  I find  the 
following  words : — “ The  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan  appeared  before  the  Board,  and  stated 
« that  he  paid  Patrick  Lally,  late  rate-collector  (who  died  in  April,  1847),  a sum 
« of  3/.,  charged  to  Dr.  M‘Hale  as  poor-rate.”  And  in  the  letter  of  the  25th 
ultimo,  now  lying  before  me,  the  following  words  occur: — “ And  at  the  following 
rf  meeting  of  the  24th,  you  were  said  to  have  attended  at  the  Board,  and  to  ^ have 
««  stated  that  you  had  paid  the  former  rate  to  the  deceased  collector,  Lally.”  If 
these  words  of  mine,  quoted  from  their  own  communications,  contain  not  an  express 
and  positive  statement  in  reference  to  the  said  payment,  perhaps  the  Commissioners 
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will  condescend  to  enlighten  me  on  the  meaning  of  my  own  language,  and  say 
what  form  of  words  will  convey  what  they  call  a positive  statement. 

In  reference  to  the  sworn  evidence  of  the  present  collector,  introduced  into  the 
letter,  I am  at  a loss  to  discover  what  hearing  it  has  upon  the  question  at  issue,, 
unless  to  prove  to  the  public,  from  the  very  words  of  the  same  sworn  evidence,  that 
I was  prepared  to  pay  the  collector  the  amount  of  his  just  claims  upon  the  arch- 
bishop. 

With  regard  to  the  reflections  thrown  upon  what  the  Commissioners  term  the 
hasty  resolution  of  the  -Board  of  Guardians,  and  the  “ possibility  of  my  impressions 
“ being  erroneous,”  I will  merely  beg  to  remind  the  Commissioners  that  when 
about  to  give  evidence  before  a public  body,  composed  of  men  of  high  station  and 
rank,  magistrates,  deputy  lieutenants,  differing  with  each  other  in . religion  and 
political  opinions,  it  is  not  only  unlikely,  but  quite  impossible,  that  I would  venture 
upon  such  a statement  without  such  due  consideration  as  would  preclude  the  pos- 
sibility of  an  “ erroneous  impression.”  Moreover,  will  that  resolution  be  called 
hasty  which  was  deliberately  passed  by  such  a body,  when,  after  further  investi- 
gation and  more  mature  inquiry,  the  same  resolution,  and  in  stronger  terms,  was 
again  repeated  ? And,  in  confirmation  thereof,  I beg  to  submit  to  the  Commissioners 
the  following  extract,  taken  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
assembled  on  the  4th  of  February: — “ Mr.  James  Kirwan,  Blind  well,  said  that 
“ the  letter  of  the  Commissioners  was  insulting  to  them  as  a public  body,  and  also 
**  a highly  respectable  Catholic  clergyman,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan,  and  should  not  be 
“ allowed  to  pass.  The  Board  were  fully  satisfied  that  Mr.  Ryan  had  paid  the 
“ archbishop’s  rate  when  they  passed  the  resolution  complained  of.  Although  the 
" late  collector  did  not  give  Mr.  Ryan  a receipt,  he  acknowledged  to  several  per- 
“ sons  that  he  had  been  paid  the  archbishop’s  rate  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan,  and 
“ all  tii at  was  stated  here  before.  If  no  other  gentleman  more  competent  would 
“ take  it  up,  he  would  propose  a resolution,  stating  that,  notwithstanding  the 
“ insulting  letter  of  the  Commissioners,  we  reiterate  our  firm  conviction,  not  alone 
“ that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan  stated  the  truth  before  this  Board,  but  that  Dr.  hi ‘Hale’s 
“ rate  was  fairly  and  honourably  paid,  and  that  we  indignantly  repudiate  the 
“ statement  put  forth  in  that  letter,  evidently  with  the  view  of  throwing  discredit 
“ on  the  reverend  gentleman’s  statement,  and  censure  on  our  act  as  a public  body 
“ for  directing  the  present  collector  to  allow  it.’  Mr.  Kirwan  concluded  by  pro- 
“ posing  the  following  resolution : — 

“ Resolved — -That  we,  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Tuam  Union,  have 
“ with  astonishment  read  the  unwarrantable  letter  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
“ reflecting  on  our  conduct  as  a Board,  and  accusing  us  of  neglect  of  duty.  We 
“ again  express  our  convictions  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan  has  paid  the  Archbishop 
“ ol  Tuam’s  rate,  and  our  surprise  is  great  when  that  letter  doubts  or  disbelieves 
“ the  statement  of  the  reverend  gentleman,  supported  as  it  was  by  three,  of  the 
“ Guardians,  a support  which  we  hold  to  be  totally  unnecessary,  who  heard  from 

the  late  collector  that  he  received  it.” 

“ Mr.  Thomas  O.  C.  Donelan,  J.  P.,  seconded  the  resolution.” 

Does  that  extract  imply  that  their  resolve  was  hasty,  or  “ my  impressions 
“ erroneous  ?” 

With  regard  to  the  attempt  made  by  the  Commissioners  to  exculpate  their 
Inspector,  Mr.  Bourke,  my  first  charge  is  left  unanswered.  Again  I repeat  it. 
Who  is  the  Guardian  that  told  him  that  “ the  collectors  stated  this  rate  was  never 
“ paid  ?” 

F rom  your  letter  it  seems  Mr.  Bourke  had  only  the  authority  of  one  Guardian 
that  the  rate  was  paid ; now  from  your  present  letter  it  appears  Mr.  Bourke  has 
discovered  that  a second  Guardian  has  corroborated  that  statement.  Perhaps,  if 
Mr.  Bourke  will  take  a little  further  trouble,  he  will  discover  a third  Guardian. 
And  in  the  next  letter  of  the  Commissioners  it  may  come  out  that  Mr.  Bourke 
has  discovered  more  of  the  evidence  to  which  I alluded  in  reference  to  the 
payment.  • 

. As  to  my  alleged  distortions  of  Mr.  Bourke’s  report  in  reference  to  his  inquiry 
into  the  block  receipts  of  Dally,  I will  content  myself  by  referring  any  impartial 
reader  to  that  portion  of  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  1 1th  February, 
to  the  Tuam  Guardians,  in  which  the  following  words  occur: — “ That  although 
“ the  block  receipts  left  by  that  collector  are  preserved,  no  block  receipt  cor- 
“ responding  to  this  payment  had  been  found.”  Now  I must  again  repeat  that  if 
language  has  any  definite  or  distinct  meaning,  my  charge,  founded  upon  this 
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extract,  is  perfectly  accurate  and  by  no  means  distorted.  And,  to  justify  Tuam  Union. 
Mr.  Bourke  still  further  upon  this  subject,  the  Commissioners,  in  their  last  letter,  : 
declare  that  Mr.  Bourke  reports  that  the  block  receipts  were  in  existence,  but  were 
withheld  from  him  by  one  of  the  Guardians.  Now  this  is  a further  inaccuracy  in 
Mr.  Bourke’s  statement,  as  I have  incontrovertible  evidence  to  prove  the  said 
block  receipts  were  never  withheld  by  that  one  Guardian. 

Finally  allow  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  one  extract 
more  from  your  last  letter  in  reference  to  this  said  Mr.  Bourke  of  accurate 
notoriety.  The  Commissioners  make  him  say  that  he  (Mr.  Bourke)  not  having 
been  present  at  the  meeting  when  your  statement  was  made,  he  cannot  take  upon 
.himself  to  say  what  the  exact  expressions  were  that  fell  from  the  members  on  that 
occasion,  but  that  he  has  no  reason  to  doubt  the  information  given  to  him,  was  in 
its  leading  points  perfectly  true.  Now  allow  me  to  ask  what  is  the  character  of 
■this  private  information  to  which  Mr.  Bourke  refers.  Pie  was  not  present  he  says 
at  the  proceedings,  but  upon  what  he  calls  his  source  of  information,  he  chooses 
without  knowledge  of  the  evidence  upon  which  their  conclusion  was  formed,  to 
brand  the  resolution  of  the  Board,  at  which  he  says  he  was  not  present,  with  pre- 
cipitancy, and  my  impressions  as  erroneous.  Are  the  public  to  be  left  to  the 
mercy  of  this  anonymous  informer,  of  whose  credibility  they  are  kept  in 
ignorance. 

But  although  more  than  sufficient  has  been  already  said  to  show  that  my  state- 
ment was  made  with  all  due  deliberation,  enough  has  been  said  to  bear  out  the 
impossibility  of  my  impressions  being  erroneous.  Although  the  hastiness  of  the 
resolution  imputed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  has  been  shown  to  be  the  effect  of 
mature  deliberation ; although  Mr.  Bourke’s  statements  are  upon  the  showing  of 
the  preseut  letter  turning  out  to  be  not  free  from  glaring  inaccuracies,  yet  even  at 
the  risk  of  running  into  too  great  a length  in  reply,  I must  cull  one  extract  more 
from  this  studied  diplomatic  communication.  The  Commissioners  themselves 
call  the  arrear  in  question,  “ the  small  amount  of  three  pounds.”  Now  the 
public  have  yet  a right  to  demand  (even  if  this  small  sum  was  proved  not  paid)  ; 
why  hold  up  for  public  odium,  and  select  for  special  annoyance,  the  Archbishop 
of  Tuam.  And  as  I mentioned  before,  why  pass  over  others  whose  unpaid 
rate  far  exceeds  that  sura,  viz.,  M.  J.  Blake,  M.P.,  a member  of  the  same 
Board  of  Guardians.  Is  it  because  by  his  ministerial  support  he  aided  the 
ministry,  in  saddling  upon  the  necks  of  the  people  the  odious  Coercion  Act,  and 
by  a similar  subserviency  was  silent  without  demanding  and  insisting  upon  food 
for  the  starving  thousands  in  his  own  locality.  The  Commissioners  therefore 
cannot  be  surprised  that  I still  demand  a searching  investigation,  not  based 
solely  upon  the  anonymous  information  so  much  relied  upon  by  their  inspector, 

Mr.  Bourke ; especially  when  I remind  them  that  Commissions  are  now  the  order 
of  the  day,  and  with  a full  conviction  before  me,  that  the  mass  of  evidence  to  be 
produced  at  the  investigation,  would,  in  the  hands  of  the  Attorney-General,  suffice 
to  convict  to  the  scaffold,  or  doom  to  perpetual  exile,  whole  thousands  of  our 
ill-fated  and  starving  fellow  countrymen. 


Reply  to  the  above : — March  8,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  received  on  the  6th  instant  your  letter  bearing  date 
the  2nd  instant,  and  in  reply  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  regard  your 
letter  as  a direct  declaration  of  the  fact  that  the  arrears  of  the  archbishop’s  rate 
assessed  in  October,  1842,  were  paid  by  you  on  his  behalf,  to  the  late  collector, 
Lally,  previously  to  his  death  in  April,  1847,  although  no  particulars  relative  to 
such  payment  are  stated  by  you  of  the  nature  referred  to  in  the  Commissioners’ 
letter  of  the  25th  ultimo. 

No  record  of  what  you  stated  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  has  been  made  upon 
their  minutes  ; the  Commissioners  could  not  previously  refer  to  any  account  of  the 
transaction,  as  proceeding  directly  from  yourself. 

The  Commissioners  continue  to  think  that  the  Guardians  of  Tuam  Union  ought 
not  to  have  passed  a resolution  on  this  subject,  purporting  to  determine  a question 
of  fact,  and  to  interfere  with  the  free  -exercise  of  the  present  collector’s  power  to 
recover  rates  which  were  included  in  his  warrant,  and  which  by  the  documentary 
evidence  appeared  to  be  unpaid. 

You*-  desire  to  have  an  official  inquiry  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  proving  your 
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veracity  is  not  one  which  the  Commissioners  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  comply 
with  inasmuch  as  they  never  questioned  the  sincerity  of  your  convictions  on  this 
subiect  They  have,  however,  adopted  a course  which  they  trust  will  be  equally 
satisfactory  to  you,  by  directing  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Union  to  mlorm  the 
present  collector,  that  the  Commissioners  are  advised  he  is  not  bound  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  and  that  he  is  still  at  liberty  to  proceed  in 
the  exercise  of  his  powers  to  recover  the  arrears  from  the  archbishop,  notwith- 
standing that  by  desire  of  the  Guardians  he  gave  you  at  their  meeting  oj  the  24th 
January,  a receipt  for  the  subsequent  rate  which  you  then  and  there  paid. 

The  Vice-Guardians  will  be  at  the  same  time  instructed  to  require  the  collector 
to  discharge  his  duty  in  this  respect,  should  they  not  be  enabled  to  satisfy  them- 
selves by  previous  inquiry  that  the  arrear  has  actually  been  paid.  Should  the 
Vice-Guardians  so  satisfy  themselves,  the  Commissioners  will  not  fail  to  iniorni 
you  thereof,  otherwise  the  collector  will  be  required  to  proceed,  and  in  the  event  of 
the  archbishop’s  declining  to  acquiesce  in  such  proceeding,  you  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  your  statement  upon  oath,  before  a tribunal  competent  to  decide 
upon  the  question,  whether  the  rate  has  or  has  not  been  paid. 

The  contents  of  your  letter  as  they  relate  to  Mr.  Bourke,  will  be  communicated 
to  him,  but  the  Commissioners  are  most  desirous  that  in  justice  to  you,  the  papers 
about  to  be  submitted  to  Parliament  should  contain  the  correspondence  up  to  this 
point ; and  they  must  defer  their  reply  to  that  part  of  your  letter  until  they  receive 
Mr.  Bourke’s  observations  upon  it. 


PART  II. 

DISSOLUTION  OF  BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Bourke  : — January  20,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy  of 
a communication  addressed  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  by  the  Rev. 
John  O’Grady,  P.P.,  which  has  been  referred  to  the  Commissioners,  relative  to 
the  destitution  alleged  to  exist  in  the  parish  ol  Abbeyknockmoy  in  the  Tuam 
Union,  together  with  a copy  of  a letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  addressed 
to  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  subject ; and  I am  desired  to  request  that  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  make  inquiry  and  report  specially  to  the  Commissioners  on 
the  subject  of  these  statements,  and  also  to  report  as  to  the  course  which  you 
would  recommend  to  be  taken  to  afford  effectual  relief  to  the  destitute  poor  in 
this  Union. 

Enclosures. 

Mr.  O’Grady,  Parish  Priest,  of  Abbeyknockmoy  and  Monivea,  Dangan,  to 
Lord  Clarendon. 

As  I am  extremely  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  trespass  on  your  Lordship’s  invaluable  time 
even  for  a moment,  in  the  detail  of  facts  connected  with  this  respectful  communication,  I shall 
be  as  brief  as  possible.  _ , 

This  parish  of  Abbeyknockmoy,  in  the  county  of  Galway,  comprises  1100  families.  Out  ot 
that  population  upwards  of  400  persons  have  died  the  last  10  months  of  hunger,  and  even 
these  last  10  days  four  other  persous  have  fallen  victims  to  the  same  disease.  I give  their 
names  and  residences : John  Coneely,  his  wife  and  daughter,  in  the  townland  of  Polsilla; 
Widow  Ford  of  Larabeg,  whose  husband  died  also  of  starvation  last  summer.  Fever  is  in- 
creasing rapidly,  the  result  of  the  poor  having  nothing  to  eat  but  a turnip  or  two  parboiled 
in  the  24  hours.  I can  safely,  and  without  fear  of  contradiction,  state  to  your  Excellency, 
from  the  list  I have  accurately  taken  of  the  existing  distress  in  this  parish,  that  there  are  400 
families  as  amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  land  as  any  in  the  world,  and  amongst  whom  not  one 
single  outrage  as  yet  has  been  committed,  in  the  greatest  distress  without  any  means  of  sub- 
sistence, and  on  the  eve  of  actual  starvation.  This  melancholy  tale  will  plead,  I hope,  my 
apology  with  your  Excellency  for  trespass  of  time,  and  induce  your  Excellency  to  order  some 
immediate  relief  for  those  poor  creatures  whose  case  has  no  parallel  in  the  annals  of  history. 
We  are  here  much  worse  than  last  year,  because  the  poor  have  neither  employment  of  any 
sort  nor  out-door  relief  as  yet  extended  to  them. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — January  20,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland, 
desire  to  inform  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Tuam  Union,  that  the  Commissioners  have 
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had  referred  to  them  a letter  addressed  by  the  Rev.  John  0’Grady,'P.P.,  Abbeyknockmoy  and 
JVlonivea,  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  of  1100  families 
in  the  parish  of  Abbeyknockmoy,  400  persons  have  died  in  the  last  10  months  of  hunger,  and 
that  even  in  the  last  10  days  four  other  persons  have  fallen  victims  from  the  same  cause, 
namely, — John  Coneely,  his  wife  and  daughter,  in  the  townlandof  Polsilla,  and  Widow  Ford, 
of  Larabeg,  whose  husband  died  also  of  starvation  last  summer.  It  is  also  stated  that  fever 
is  rapidly  increasing,  owing  to  the  poor  having  nothing  to  eat  but  a turnip  or  two  parboiled 
in  the  24  hours ; that  there  are  400  families  in  the  parish  without  any  means  of  subsistence 
and  on  the  eve  of  actual  starvation  ; and  that  the  poor  there  have  neither  employment  of  any 
sort,  nor  out-door  relief  as  yet  extended  to  them. 

In  reference  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  O’Grady’s  letter,  the  Commissioners  request  the  immediate 
attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Tuam  Union  to  the  necessities  of  the  destitute  poor 
in  the  district  adverted  to  by  him  ; and  t hey  desire  the  Guardians  to  take  this  communication 
into  consideration,  in  connexion  with  what  the  Commissioners  stated  in  their  letter  of  the  loth 
instant,  respecting  the  propriety  of  compelling  the  payment  of  the  poor-rates  by  all  rate-payers 
in  the  Union,  whatever  may  be  their  rank  or  station. 


The  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  26,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  state  in  reply  to  your  letter 
of  the  20  th  instant,  that  they  called  on  the  relieving  officer  referred  to  in  the 
Rev.  Mr.  O’Grady’s  letter,  to  inform  them  whether  any  of  the  parties  mentioned 
in  his  letter  had  applied  for  relief,  and  they  found  that  John  Coneely,  wife,  and 
family,  had  been  admitted  into  the  workhouse  on  the  15th  November,  and  were 
discharged  on  the  17th  November  last ; and  that  these  persons  never  made  appli- 
cation to  him  for  relief.  The  Board  wish  not  to  contradict  the  statement  made  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  O’Grady,  as  to  the  extent  of  destitution  which  exists  in  Abbey  and 
Monivea,  as  they  fear  destitution  to  an  alarming  and  fearful  extent  prevails  in  the 
Union,  which  they  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  alleviate. 


Mr.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  3,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  I have  the  honour  to  state,  that 
I have  made  inquiry  into  the  statements  referred  to,  and  beg  to  transmit  herewith 
the  deposition  of  the  relieving  officer  of  Abbey  electoral  division,  in  which  the 
parish  in  question  is  situated. 

From  this  document,  and  from  other  testimony,  I have  arrived  at  the  opinion 
that  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  whole  family  of  John  Coneely  died  in 
circumstances  of  the  greatest  destitution,  if  not  from  absolute  want.  But  it  is 
clear  that  no  application  was  made  by  any  of  them  to  the  relieving  officer,  probably 
from  a disinclination  to  be  again  sent  to  the  workhouse,  which  they  had  quitted 
on  the  l/th  of  November,  after  remaining  in  it  only  two  nights. 

With  regard  to  the  Widow  Ford,  I have  been  unable  to  obtain  direct  evidence 
of  her  death  having  been  caused  by  hunger ; on  the  contrary,  it  appears  she  was 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  a fish-bone  which  she  swallowed  many  months  before, 
and  that  immediately  at  the  time  of  her  death  she  was  affected  with  fever,  or  some 
complaint  considered  to  be  so.  There  is  however  no  room  to  doubt  her  being  in 
very  indigent  circumstances. 

1 have  not  been  able  to  get  any  confirmation  of  the  statement  that  400  persons 
died  during  the  last  10  months  of  huuger,  as  stated  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  O’ Grady  ; 
hut  I believe  that  during  that  period  a very  great  mortality  took  place. . It  has 
however  been  stated  to  me,  and  it  is  also  to  be  found  in  the  deposition  of  the  re- 
lieving officer  of  the  district,  that  fever  was  prevalent  and  fatal  in  the  neighbour- 
hood during  the  time  specified. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  destitutiou  of  a very  appalling  kind  exists  in  the 
district  of  Abbey,  and  other  parts  of  this  Union  ; and  as  the  workhouse  is  now 
nearly  full  of  able-bodied  persons  and  their  families,  I strongly  recommend  an 
order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  to  be  issued  for  the  Tuam  Union, 
This  I consider  it  only  right  should  be  done  as  soon  as  possible  ; hut  at  the  same 
time  I am  bound  to  say,  I have  very  serious  doubts  how  far  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians will,  from  the  embarrassed  state  of  their  finances,  be  enabled  to  carry  it  out. 
Upon  this  subject  it  is  my  intention  to  address  you  by  to-morrow’s  post,  as  I find 
that  I have  not  time  to  do  so  this  day. 

I return  the  papers  enclosed  to  me. 


Tuam  Union. 
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Patrick  Gannon  sworn. — Is  relieving  officer  for  Killererin  ancl  Abbey;  appointed  on 
the  15th  of  November;  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month  (as  well  as  I can  recollect)  I received 
my  books  from  the  clerk.  On  or  about  the  7th  of  December  I opened  my  office  for  receiving 
applications  for  relief.  No  application  was  made  to  me  by  John  Coneely,  or  by  any  one 
on  his  behalf.  I was  present  when  the  register  was  examined,  and  heard  it,  read ; and  I 
believe  that  this  man  and  his  family  were  admitted  to  the  workhouse  on  the  15th  of  November, 
and  discharged  on  the  17th.  I have  heard,  and  believe,  that  John  Coneely  died  about  10 
days  or  a fortnight  after  leaving  the  workhouse ; and  about  a fortnight  after  his  wife  died, 
and  his  daughter  on  the  following  day.  From  what  I learn  I believe  the  family  to  have  died 
of  want ; but  no  application  was  made  to  me  for  relief,  though  before  the  death  of  the  wife 
and  daughter  I held  my  office  for  receiving  applications  at  Dereen,  about  three  miles  from 
their  residence.  I never  heard  of  the  death  of  these  parties  until  it  was  reported  to  the 
Government. 

I have  made  inquiries  about  the  Widow  Ford  ; she  resided  in  Larabcg.  Some  months  ago 
(nearly  a year)  she  appears  to  have  swallowed  a fish  bone  which  stuck  in  her  throat,  and  of 
which  she  complained.  I have  been  informed  that  she  had  a fever,  or  what  was  supposed  to  be 
a fever,  at  the  time  of  her  death.  I also  heard,  from  inquiries  made,  that  she  did  not  get  any 
attendance  while  ill,  the  neighbours  being  afraid  of  infection.  Was  not  able  to  find  out  the 
exact  time  of  her  death. 

She  never  made  application  to  me  for  relief,  nor  did  any  person  on  her  behalf. 

1 reside  in  Killererin  parish,  within  about  half  a mile  of  the  parish  of  Abbeyknockmoy. 
During  the  last  10  months  fever  has  been  very  prevalent,  and  a large  number  of  deaths  has 
taken  place ; but  I cannot  state  what  they  were  caused  by. 

Patrick  Gannon. 

Sworn  before  me  this  3rd  day  of  February,  1348, 

Richard  Bourke,  P.  L.  Inspector. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — February  5,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  a report  from  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Bourke, 
confirming  the  representations  recently  made  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  severe 
distress  existing  in  some  districts  of  the  Tuam  Union.  Mr.  Bourke  further  states, 
that  the  workhouse  of  the  Union  is  now  nearly  full  of  able-bodied  persons  and 
their  families,  and  recommends  the  Commissioners  to  issue  an  order  authorizing 
the  Guardians  to  give  out-door  relief  in  food  to  able-bodied  persons,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

. The  Commissioners  have  determined  on  adopting  Mr.  Bourke’s  recommenda- 
tion, and  an  order,  under  their  seal,  to  the  effect  above  described  is  enclosed 
herewith. 

The  Commissioners  feel  hound  at  the  same  time  to  observe,  that  the  present 
financial  state  of  the  Tuam  Union  is  in  the  highest  degree  unsatisfactory;  and, 
looking  at  that  circumstance  in  connexion  with  the  alarming  state  of  distress 
prevailing  in  many  parts  of  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  have  under  their  most 
anxious  consideration  the  course  which  they  ought  to  take,  as  best  cal  ulated  to 
provide  effectually  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor. 

The  Commissioners  are  awaiting  a further  report  from  Mr.  Bourke  on  the 
state  and  prospects  of  the  Union,  on  the  receipt  of  which  they  will  be  prepared  to 
address  the  Guardians  further. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Bourke  : — February  5,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith,  for  your  informa- 
tion, a copy  of  a letter  which  they  have  this  day  addressed  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Tuam  Union,  relating  to  the  employment  of  poor  persons  in  the 
receipt  of  out-door  relief  in  that  Union ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be 
good  enough  to  afford  the  Guardians  all  the  advice  and  assistance  in  your  power 
to  enable  them  to  cany  out  the  out-door  relief  order  with  most  effect  and  ad- 
vantage. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Bourke  : — January  28,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith  a report  from 
Sub-Inspector  Wright,  of  the  constabulary,  relative  to  the  death  of  a man  named 
John  Colleran,  who  is  stated  to  Rave  died  after  being  turned  out  of  the  workhouse 
of  the  Tuam  Union  for  theft ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  inquire  and  report 
to  the  Commissioners  respecting  this  case. 
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Heady  or d , January  20,  1S4S. 

I have  to  report  that  a man  named  John  Colleran,  who  was  lately  turned  out  of  the 
Tuam  poor-house  for  theft,  was  found  dead  this  morning  on  the  road  leading  from  this  town 
to  Shrule.  I communicated  the  event  to  Mr.  Marmiou,  the  governor,  but  he  did  not  consider 
an  inquest  necessary  in  this  instance. 

(Signed)  Geo.  Wright,  2 nd  Sab-Inspector. 


Mr.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners,  in  reply  : — February  2,  1848. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  state  that  the  person  in  question,  who  appears  on  the 
register  under  the  name  of  John  Collernan,  is  returned  on  a book  kept  by  the 
porter  as  having  left  the  house  on  the  19th  December,  accompanied  by  his  son 
William,  aged  11  years.  From  examination  of  Patrick  Clancy,  ward-master, 
and  Michael  Browne,  porter,  I have  ascertained  that,  on  the  18th  ot  December 
last,  a complaint  was  made  to  the  Visiting  Committee  by  a pauper  named  Peter 
M'Hugli,  to  the  effect  that  a pair  of  shoes  had  been  stolen  from  the  house  by 
John  Collernan;  that  the  Visiting  Committee  inquired  into  the  charge,  and 
satisfied  themselves  that  the  robbery  had  been  committed,  and  that  M'Hugh  and 
Collernan  were  both  concerned  in  it ; but  that,  not  considering  they  had  suflicient 
evidence  to  send  the  case  for  trial,  they  ordered  both  parties  to  be  discharged 
from  the  workhouse,  which  was  accordingly  done  on  the  following  day,  the  1 9th 
December. 

Peter  M'Hugh’s  name  appears  on  the  master’s  Admission  and  Discharge  Book 
as  having  been  discharged  on  that  day  ; but  no  mention  is  made  of  John  Collernan, 
whose  name  was  continued  on  the  register,  and  remains  there  to  this  day.  No 
report  of  the  circumstances  appears  to  have  been  made  by  the  Visiting  Committee, 
nor  is  any  resolution  of  the  Board  to  be  found  directing  those  men  to  be  dis- 
charged. _ 

Upon  this  state  of  facts  I think  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  Visiting  Committee 
acted  improperly  in  directing  the  discharge  of  any  inmate  of  the  house  without 
the  previous  sanction  of  the  Board,  and  that  the  right  even  ot  the  Board  itself  to 
discharge  under  such  circumstances  is  very  doubtful.  And  next,  I think  the 
evidence  affords  a further  proof  of  the  extremely  inaccurate  manner  in  which  the 
duties  of  the  master  were  performed,  and  of  the  generally  irregular  manner  in 
which  the  business  of  the  workhouse  was  conducted,  when  two  men  thus  sum- 
marily ejected  were  omitted  from  being  entered  as  discharged  on  the  Admission 
and  Discharge  Book,  and  were  permitted  to  continue  on  the  register  as  if  actually 
present  in  the  house.  


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board,  of  Guardians  -.—February  9, 1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  report  which 
they  have  received  from  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Bourke,  of  the  circumstances  respecting 
the  decease  of  a poor  person  named  John  Colleran,  who  was  stated  to  have  died 
on  the  20th  ultimo,  after  having  been  turned  out  of  the  workhouse  of  the  Tuam 
Union  for  theft. 

Mr.  Bourke  reports  that  the  person  in  question  appears  on  the  workhouse  books 
under  the  name  of  John  Collernan  ; and  that  he  is  returned  on  a book,  kept  by 
the  porter  of  the  workhouse,  as  having  left  the  house  on  the  19th  December, 
accompanied  by  his  son  aged  1 1 years. 

On  proceeding  to  examine  Patrick  Clancy,  ward-master,  and  Michael  Browne, 
porter  of  the  workhouse,  as  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  Mr.  Bourke  found 
that,  on  the  18th  December  last,  a complaint  was  made  to  the  Visiting  Committee 
by  a pauper  named  Peter  M'Hugh,  that  a pair  of  shoes  had  been  stolen  Irom  the 
house  by  John  Collernan ; and  that  the  Visiting  Committee,  having  inquired  into 
the  charge,  ordered  both  M'Hugh  and  Collernan  to  be  discharged  from  the  work- 
house,  not  being,  however,  satisfied  that  the  evidence  was  such  as  would  warrant 
their  sending  the  case  for  trial.  . 

Mr.  Bourke  reports  that  M ‘Hugh’s  name  appears  on  the  master  s Admission  and 
Discharge  Book  as  having  been  discharged  on  the  following  day,  the  19th 
December;  but  he  states  that  no  mention  is  made  of  the  name  of  John  Collernan, 
whose  name  was  continued  on  the  registry,  and  still  remained  when  Mr.  Bourke 
nquired  into  this  case. 

It  further  appears  that  the  Visiting  Committee  made  no  report  of  the  case,  and 
r 4 0 2 
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that  no  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  directing  these  men  to 
be  discharged  from  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  request  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  the 
inaccurate  manner  in  which  the  duties  of  the  master  of  the  workhouse  were  dis- 
charged with  regard  to  the  case  of  these  two  men.  The  circumstances  reported 
appear  to  the  Commissioners  to  show  great  irregularity  in  the  management  of  the 
workhouse  and  the  keeping  of  the  workhouse  books;  and  the  Commissioners  feel 
bound  to  add,  that  the  discharge  of  an  inmate  by  the  Visiting  Committee  without 
any  reference  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  was  an  unauthorized  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  the  Committee. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that  the  Visiting  Committee  acted  from  good 
motives ; but  the  case,  involving  as  it  appears  to  have  done,  fatal  consequence  as 
to  the  person  discharged,  shows  the  necessity  of  the  utmost  caution  being  used  in 
observing  the  law  and  the  regulations  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  and  the  management  of  the  workhouse. 


Mr.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  4,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  January,  addressed  to  the  clerk 
of  the  Guardians  of  the  Tuam  Union,  and  the  reply  thereto,  dated  the  18th, 
I beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  following  statement  of  facts  connected  with  the 
collection  of  rates  in  this  Union  : — 

The  rate  at  present  in  collection  was  struck  on  the  ,15th  of  June  last,  and  the 
warrants  were  handed  to  the  collectors,  some  on  the  23rd  August,  and  others  on 
the  6th  September  following. 

£.  s.  d. 

The  total  amount  of  rate  and  arrears  then  put  in  collection  was  6,748  10  9 
Whilst  the  liabilities  of  the  Union  to  the  31st  August,  exclu- 
■ sive  of  the  debt  for  temporary  relief  and  the  charge  for 
building  the  workhouse,  amounted  to  ...  6,692  13  5f 


Leaving  a balance  of  only  ...... 

55 

7 

available  for  carrying  on  the  expenses  of  the  workhouse. 

— 

Of  this  rate  of  6,748/.  10^.  9 d.  the  amount  collected  dui 

ing 

the  month  of  September  was  ..... 

. 669 

18 

0 

During  the  month  of  October  ..... 

. 1,362 

15 

i 

„ „ November  ..... 

. 948 

4 

6 

„ ,,  December  ..... 

. 545 

4 

9 

»,  „ 3 1st  January,  1848 

. 716 

12 

4 

Making  in  all  the  sum  of  ..... 

£4,242 

14 

~8~ 

And  leaving  now  a balance  outstanding  of  2505/.  16s.  Id 
In  the  month  of  November  I called  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  back- 
wardness of  the  collection,  and  induced  them  to  demand  from  their  collectors  a 
weekly  return  of  the  10  highest  rate-payers  in  arrear  of  their  rates,  with  a view  to 
proceedings  being  taken  for  recovery  of  the  amounts  due.  To  this  list  the  Guar- 
dians directed  the  collectors  to  add  also  the  names  of  10  of  the  lowest  rate-payers, 
that  steps  might  be  taken  against  all  classes  of  defaulters.  These  lists  were 
accordingly  furnished  by  the  collectors,  and  duly  handed  in  to  the  Board  at  its 
weekly  meeting ; but  no  orders  were  made  thereon,  nor  was  any  further  step 
taken  by  the  Guardians  for  compelling  these  parties  to  pay.  On  the  10th  January, 
at  a meeting  of  the  Board,  I again  called  the  Guardians’  attention  to  the  unsatis- 
factory nature  of  the  collection,  and  suggested  to  them  to  appoint  a Committee  to 
examine  the  collectors  books,  which  Committee  I offered  to  attend.  Two  members 
of  the  Board  accordingly  met  me  at  the  workhouse  on  the  11th  and  12th  January, 
when  we  carefully  examined  the  collecting  books,  and  the  Committee  gave  such 
orders  as  were  considered  most  applicable  to  each  case — placing  some  in  the  hands 
of  the  solicitor,  directing  applications  from  the  clerk  in  others,  and  summonses  or 
distraints  in  the  rest.  The  information  which  I acquired  during  this  examination 
1 communicated  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  11th  January,  in  consequence  of  which 
finn7av^reSSeC^  B°ai'd  your  letter  of  the  15th ; since  then  a sum  of  about 

600Z.  has  been  paid  in ; but,  up  to  the  present  time,  there  remains  outstanding  a 
large  amount  of  rate,  part  of  which  is  due  by  Guardians,  and  more  by  persons  of 
rank  and  station  in  the  Union.  At  their  last  meeting,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  the 
Guardians  directed  their  solicitor  to  take  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  the  rates 
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so  due ; but  as  much  delay  must  take  place  before  these  sums  can  thus  be  realized, 
and  the  wants  of  the  Union  are  daily  requiring  an  increased  expenditure,  I fear 
that,  unless  means  are  promptly  taken  for  increasing  the  funds  of  the  Union,  it 
will  be  impossible  to  meet  the  demand  that  is  now  arising  for  relief  to  the  destitute 
poor. 

The  net  amount  of  liabilities  in  the  Union  to  the  31st  January  appear  to  be 
4818?.  18a  6 d.,  which  exceeds  the  amount  of  rate  now  due  by  a sum  of  upwards 
of  2300/. ; and  as  no  less  an  amount  than  3778/.  16s.  8 d.  of  these  liabilities  is 
secured  to  the  creditors  by  cheques  drawn  in  their  favour  by  the  Guardians  (which 
the  treasurer  is  bound  to  pay  whenever  presented,  as  far  as  he  has  funds  to  do  so), 
it  is  manifest  that  no  part  of  this  outstanding  rate  can  with  any  certainty  be 
counted  upon  as  available  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  Union.  Under 
these  circumstances,  no  course  seems  open  to  the  Guardians  but  forthwith  to  strike 
a rate  sufficient  to  pay  their  debts  and  meet  their  weekly  expenses  for  the  support 
of  their  poor ; and  though  this  may  appear  unusual  whilst  so  large  an  arrear 
remains  outstanding,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  has  been  rendered  necessary 
by  the  default  of  those  who  should  long  since  have  paid  the  amounts  due  by  them, 
and  by  the  neglect  of  the  Guardians  in  taking  timely  steps  for  their  recovery. 

I am  aware  that  much  objection  will  be  raised  to  the  laying  on  of  a new  rate  at 
this  moment,  not  only  for  the  reasons  last  stated,  but  also  on  account  of  the  very 
defective  condition  of  the  rate-books ; and  I perceive  that,  at  their  last  meeting, 
the  Guardians  appointed  a valuator  to  revise  the  valuation,  and  bound  him  to  have 
his  books  completed  by  the  14th  April.  But  even  if  it  were  possible  that  this 
engagement  could  be  observed,  I feel  bound  to  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  worst 
consequences  must  result  from  postponing  the  striking  of  a new  rate  for  so  long  a 
time  ; and  that  I can  see  no  possible  mode  of  meeting  the  present  difficulties  than 
at  once  to  strike  and  levy  a rate  sufficient  to  meet  the  incumbrances  of  the  Union, 
and  liquidate  the  current  expenses,  which  at  present  amount  to  about  100/. 
weekly,  and  must  soon  increase  to  three  or  four  times  that  amount. 

I beg  leave  to  enclose  an  account  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Union  to  the  3lst 
ultimo,  and  of  the  outstanding  cheques  drawn  by  the  Guardians,  and  now  in  the 
hands  of  their  creditors. 


Enclosure. 


Liabilities  of  the  Tuam  Union  for  Month  of  January,  1848. 

£.  s.  d. 

1.  Amount  due  to  Union  treasurer  (if  any)  .....••••••  16  IS  5 

2.  Amount  due  to  contractors  or  others  for  provisions,  clothing,  and  bedding,  and 

all  necessaries  pertaining  to  the  establishment  3,637  7 3^ 

3.  Amount  of  officers’ salaries  unpaid.  :.*■  ^ 

4.  Amount  due  to  all  otherparties,  specifying  particulars — Poor  Law  Commissioners  754  2 1 


5.  Total  liabilites  on  31st  January,  1848  4,818  IS  6 

6.  Deduct  amount  in  hauds  of  treasurer  (if  any)  on  31st  January,  1S48  ...  • 


7.  Net  amount  of  liabilities  on  31st  January,  1848,  after  deducting  amount  in 

treasurer’s  hands  (if  any) 

8.  Net  amount  (if  any)  which  would  remain  in  the  hands  of  treasurer  on  31st 

January,  1S48,  supposing  all  debts  to  have  been  first  paid 


Dr. 

9.  Net  amount  of  liabilities  (if 
any)  on  31st  January,  1848, 
per  Col.  7,  last  return  . . 4,991  0 8 

10.  Amount  of  current  expenses 

incurred  during  January  . 544  10  2 

11.  Net  balance  in  favour  of 

Union  (if  any)  on  31st 
January,  as  given  above 
(No.  S) 


12.  Total £5,535  10  10 


Cr.  . £•  a d. 

13.  Net  balance  in  favour  of  Union 

on  31st  January,  per  Col.  8, 
last  return • 

14.  Amount  of  rate  lodged  during 

January 716  12  4 

15.  Other  receipts  (if  any)  during 

January  ......  • 

16.  Net  amount  of  liabilities  (if 

any)  on  3lst  January,  as 

given  above  (No.  7)  . . 4, SIS  IS  6 

17.  Total £5,535  10  10 


Summary. 
£.  f.  d. 
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List  of  Outstanding  Cheques  to  31st  January,  1848. 


No. 

Name. 

Amount. 

No. 

Name. 

Amount. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

36 

John  Casby  . 

4 13 

9 

| 233 

Patrick  Whitstead  . 

4 

3 

1 

3S 

Michael  Green  . 

7 3 

4 

i 23S 

William  Moran . . . 

13 

9 

4 

56 

Charles  Davis  . 

20  0 

0 

1 239 

Patrick  Burke  . 

4 

8 

0 

61 

Ditto 

20  0 

0 

! 244 

Timothy  W.  Murray  . 

54 

7 

0 

76 

Peter  Flanagan. 

5 13 

11 

245 

James  Blake 

76 

6 

0 

81 

Thomas  Brennan 

14  10 

0 

254 

Timothy  W.  Murray  . 

8 

6 

7 

88 

Michael  Browne 

6 5 

0 

259 

James  Whitstead  . 

19 

19 

0 

99 

William  Moran . 

40  4 

2 

262 

Michael  Gilmore 

7 

0 

0 

101 

Charles  Davis  . 

20  0 

0 

264 

James  Fynue  and  Co.  . 

49  10 

0 

117 

James  Whitstead 

4 16 

0 

269 

James  Henihan. 

37 

10 

4 

118 

Charles  Davis  . 

2 0 

0 

270 

John  Hopkins  . . 

40 

14 

3 

119 

John  Burke 

67  16 

3 

276 

James  Whitstead 

10 

3 

8 

12S 

Thomas  B.  Turner  . 

36  4 

5 

279 

James  Blake 

113 

11 

6 

129 

Matthew  Kearney 

45  0 

0 

290 

Peter  O’Flanagan  . 

3 

10 

2 

132 

Margaret  Davis. 

10  0 

0 

292 

Patrick  Kearney 

100 

0 

0 

134 

William  Moran  . 

36  1 

5 

302 

John  R.  Hopkins  . 

10 

0 

0 

157 

Thomas  B.  Turner . 

4 0 

0 

Celia  Costello  . . . 

4 

9 

1 

: 158 

Patrick  Whitstead 

34  7 

2 

James  Henihan. 

2 

11 

4 

160 

William  Moran  . 

21  3 

2 

Archibald  M'Naughten. 

2 

13 

0 

162 

Patrick  Ternan  . 

7 16 

0 

Patrick  Kearney 

50 

0 

0 

164 

Patrick  Whitstead 

19  IS 

6 

Ditto 

50 

0 

0 

167 

Michael  Gilmore 

20  0 

0 

Ditto 

50 

0 

0 

171 

Patrick  Whitstead 

20  13 

6 

Ditto 

50 

0 

0 

172 

William  Moran . 

5 5 

9 

Ditto 

40 

10 

4 

173 

James  Blake 

468  9 

8 

James  Lvnaskey 

20 

4 

11 

175 

John  Massey 

8 13 

4 

Digby  French  . . 

5 

10 

0 

190 

William  Moran . 

4 3 

8 

John  R.  Hopkins  . 

20 

0 

0 

191 

John  Burke . 

122  14 

0 

John  Rvan  .... 

47 

2 

11 

192 

Catherine  Noone 

12  14 

8 I 

Andrew  Dalton  . 

4 

1 

s : 

193 

Patrick  ,M‘Hugh 

32  9 

11 

John  Moylen  . . . 

3 

13 

6 

197 

Patrick  Whitstead 

47  1 

9 

28 

0 

6 

19S 

Janies  Blake 

59  10 

0 

25 

0 

0 

205 

Michael  Gilmore 

3 6 

0 

Ditto 

25 

0 

207 

Catherine  Noone 

1 1 

0 

25 

0 

. 209 

Patrick  Whitstead 

50  14 

3 : 

Ditto  . . 

25 

0 

0 

210 

John  Newton 

11  2 

8 

Ditto 

30 

8 

212 

William  Moran . 

2 9 

7 

James  Blake 

57 

10 

0 

213 

John  Gunning  . 

5SS  7 

2 

Timothy  W.  Murray 

30 

s 

0 

. 214 

Martin  M‘Donell 

504  15 

7 

6 

1 

216 

Patrick  Whitstead 

31  13 

9 

15 

217 

Andrew  Egan  . 

100  0 

0 

8 

9 

222 

Patrick  Whitstead 

23  13 

0 

Thomas  Begly  . 

16 

8 

225 

227 

Andrew  Egan  . 

52  10 

0 1 

Total  . . £ 

__L 

3,77S 

16 

8 

Mr.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  7,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I attended,  this  day,  a meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  of  the  Tuam  Union. 

I regret  to  say  that,  since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  but  little  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  collection  of  the  rate,  and  many  persons  of  high  position  in  the 
county,  as  well  as  several  of  the  Guardians  of  the  poor,  continue  in  arrear  of  their 
rates.  The  treasurer’s  book  showed  a balance  of  only  13/.  this  day  to  the  credit 
of  the  Guardians  : and  the  contractor  for  meal,  whom  they  are  bound  to  pay  once 
a fortnight,  was  a creditor  to  the  amount  of  about  50/.  for  a week’s  supply.  The 
order  was  read  for  giving  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  and  the  books  of  the 
relieving  officers  were  in  part  gone  through.  They  presented  several  thousand 
names  of  persons  alleged  to  be  in  extreme  distress,  and  the  estimated  quantity  of 
meal  required  to  supply  them  with  rations  amounted  to  above  25  tons.  The  con- 
tractor for  supplying  this  article  positively  refused  to  supply  this  quantity,  unless 
a distinct  promise  was  given  of  payment  in  a week  or  fortnight;  and  as  the  Guar- 
dians felt  unable  to  enter  into  this  engagement,  it,  appeared  for  a long  time  doubtful 
whether  the  wants  of  the  relieving  officers  could  at  all  be  supplied.  At  length, 
with  the  assistance  of  individual  members  of  the  Board,  arrangements  were  made 
for  procuring  the  requhed  amount  from  country  dealers  in  small  quantities,  and 
thus  the  demand  for  the  present  week  has  been  met,  but  I cannot  see  in  what 
manner  this  is  to  be  further  continued. 

I took  occasion  to  bring  before  the  Board  the  very  critical  condition  in  which 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  655 

their  affairs  stood,  and  urged  upon  them  the  necessity  of  immediately  resolving 
upon  a new  rate  of  sufficient  amount  to  liquidate  their  debts,  and  meet  the  demand 
on  their  funds  for  support  of  tile  destitute  poor ; and  after  much  discussion,  notice 
of  motion  was  given  for  declaring  on  this  day  week  a rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound  on 
the  property  of  the  Union.  This  notice  was  much  opposed  on  the  ground  of  the 
large  outstanding  arrear,  and  of  the  necessity  for  a revision  of  the  valuation  before 
a new  rate  could  be  levied  ; and  I fear  there  is  little  reason  to  hope  that,  under 
these  circumstances,  the  Board  will  on  the  appointed  day  consent  to  strike  a 
sufficient  rate  in  time  to  meet  the  pressing  wants  of  the  Union. 

I feel  it  necessary,  with  reference  to  my  former  communications  on  this  subject, 
to  reiterate  my  doubts,  that  in  the  present  embarrassed  state  of  the  Union  funds,  it 
will  be  possible  for  the  Guardians  to  make  adequate  provision  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  ; and  I regret  to  add  that  the  conduct  of  some  Guardians  and  other  persons, 
in  withholding  the  amount  of  rates  due  by  them,  materially  increases  these  em- 
barrassments. The  solicitor  has  been  instructed  to  proceed  against  these  defaulters, 
but  it  is  uncertain  how  soon  this  may  lead  to  a settlement  of  the  present  arrears 
of  rate. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — February  12,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Bourke’s,  report 
on  the  present  financial  state  of  the  Tuam  Union. 

From  this  report  it  appears  that  the  following  were  the  net  liabilities  of  the 
Guardians  on  the  31st  January  last: — 

£.  8.  cl 

Due  to  Union  treasurer  . . . . . ■ 16  IS  5 

Provision,  clothing,  bedding,  and  other  necessaries,  &c.  3,637  7 3£ 

Officers’  salaries  unpaid  . . . . . . 410  10  8^ 

Due  to  other  parties  . . . . . . 754  2 1 

Total  liabilities  on  the  31st  January  . . 4,818  18  6 

To  meet  these  liabilities,  and  to  enable  the  Guardians  to  discharge  their  duty 
in  relieving  the  wide-spread  destitution  now  prevailing  in  the  Union,  a rate  is  in 
course  of  collection  which  was  made  in  June  last,  and  the  warrants  for  collection 
of  which  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  some  of  the  collectors  in  August,  and  of  the 
others  in  September. 

The  entire  rate  so  placed  in  collection,  including  the  arrears  of  the  former  rate, 
amounted  to  6748/. 

Of  that  amount  2505/.  still  remained  uncollected  on  the  31st  January  ; and  the 
collection  of  those  arrears  is  now  all  the  Guardians  have  to  look  to  for  funds  to 
meet  their  liabilities  and  to  relieve  the  destitute  until  another  rate  be  made,  which 
the  Guardians  have  declared  their  opinion  cannot  be  done  until  a revision  of  the 
valuation  be  effected. 

For  this  revision  the  Guardians  provided  by  the  appointment  of  a revisor  on  the 
29th  January,  and  not  before ; although  the  Commissioners  pressed  on  them  the 
necessity  of  taking  this  step  without  delay  on  the  16th  November  last. 

The  Guardians  have  recently  made  representations  to  Her  Majesty’s  Govern- 
ment of  the  appalling  distress  of  the  labouring  classes  in  the  Union,  and  have 
solicited  assistance  for  their  relief ; a deputation  from  their  Board  having,  as  it 
appears  on  the  minutes,  waited  on  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  this 
purpose.  His  Excellency  has  also  transmitted  to  the  Commissioners  a copy  of  a 
representation  from  the  chairman  of  the  Union,  stating  his  conviction  that  no 
amount  of  rate’  which  can  be  made  available  will  enable  the  Poor  Law  Guardians 
to  supply  the  wants  of  the  destitute. 

The  Commissioners,  on  the  15th  ultimo,  addressed  the  Guardians  on  the  very 
discreditable  state  of  the  collection  of  the  rates,  and  especially  regarding  the  default 
of  persons  of  rank  and  station  (some  of  them  Guardians)  reported  by  the  collectors 
as  not  having  paid  their  rates. 

By  a subsequent  return,  bearing  date  the  26th  January,  the  Commissioners  still 
find  it  reported  that  several  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Union  remain  defaulters, 
including  the  chairman  of  the  Union,  who  it  appears  refuses  to  pay  certain  rates 
assessed  on  him  as  immediate  lessor,  on  the  ground  that  he  is  not  liable ; and 
another  ex-officio  Guardian  is  described  as  refusing  payment  on  the  same  ground. 
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Other  Guardians  rated  as  immediate  lessors,  although  still  in  default,  are  reported' 
by  the  collector  as  not  disputing  their  liability  to  pay  the  rates. 

The  Commissioners  find,  by  reference  to  the  recent  minutes  of  the  Union,  that 
writs  have  been  served  on  the  Guardians  for  large  sums  in  several  instances,  and 
that  on  the  10th  January  they  directed  their  solicitor  to  give  pleas  of  confession 
to  all  the  creditors  who  had  sued  the  Board. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Commissioners  consider  that  proper  exertion  has 
not  yet  been  made  to  levy  rates  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  Tuam  Union. 
The  insufficient  rates  heretofore  made  by  the  Guardians,  the  inactivity  shown  in 
collecting  the  rates  when  made,  the  example  of  default  set  to  the  rate-payers  by 
the  Guardians  themselves,  and  the  position  in  which  the  Board  is  placed  in  refer- 
ence to  its  chairman  and  other  members  of  its  own  body  refusing  to  pay  the  rates ; 
all  these  are  facts  which,  while  they  account  for  the  present  financial  embarrass- 
ment of  the  Union,  inspire  no  confidence  in  the  future  proceedings  of  the  Board 
in  reference  to  the  trying  circumstances  now  before  them. 

On  these  grounds,  as  well  as  on  other  considerations  arising  out  of  their  recent 
correspondence  with  the  Guardians,  the  Commissioners  feel  that  the  time  has 
arrived  for  discharging  themselves  of  the  responsibility  placed  on  them  by  the 
18th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  in  any  case  wherein  it  shall  appear 
to  them  that  through  the  default  of  the  Guardians,  the  duties  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  have  not  been  effectually  performed  ; and  the  Commissioners  have 
accordingly  dissolved  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Tuam  Union  by  an  order  under 
their  seal. 

A copy  of  the  order  accompanies  this  letter ; and  this  order  will  be  followed  by 
one  appointing  paid  officers  to  carry  into  execution  in  Tuam  Union  the  provisions 
of  the  Acts  in  force  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  Ireland. 


The  Commissioners  to  Count  Strzelecki  -.—February  12,  184S. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy  of 
a letter  which  they  have  this  day  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Tuam 
Union,  accompanied  by  an  order  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Board. 

.The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  give  your  attention 
to  the.  circumstances  of  this  case,  and  they  would  recommend  that  the  Vice- 
Guardians  of  .Tuam  Union  should  be  furnished  with  an  advance  of  500/. 

The  attention  of  the  Vice-Guardians  will  be  called  to  the  propriety  of  making 
provision  for  the  repayment  of  the  advance  at  as  early  a period  as  practicable.  * 


Count  Strzelecki  to  the  Commissioners,  in  reply : — February  14,  1848. 

i * * Br  G quaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 

that  according  to  their  wishes  expressed  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  I 
have  authorized  the  Commissary-General  this  day  to  transmit  to  Richard  Bourke, 
Esq.,  Ordinary  Inspector  of  Tuam  Union,  the  sum  of  500/.,  to  be  applied  by  him 
as  directed  in  your  letter,  viz.,  that  the  sum  is  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Vice-Guardians 
oi  luam  Union. 

I have  advised  Richard  Bourke,  Esq.,  of  the  above. 
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Kaulurk  Union. 


KANTURK  UNION. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  11,  1847. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  we  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  following  observations 
relative  to  the  general  state  of  the  Kanturk  Union,  at  the  period  when  the  admi- 
nistration of  its  affairs  first  devolved  on  us,  and  also  on  the  condition  of  the  Union 
at  the  present  time. 

Our  attention  was  first  directed  to  the  financial  condition  of  the  Union.  We 
found  that  a debt  amounting  to  5081Z.  had  been  suffered  to  accumulate,  while  the 
necessary  efforts  had  not  been  made  to  balance  the  accounts  of  the  collectors  of  the 
rate  made  in  March  last ; that  an  efficient  check  and  supervision  of  the  several 
collectors’  accounts  had  never  been  made  ; that,  in  fact,  this  important  duty  had 
never  been  attended  to  at  all.  It  appears,  on  examination  of.  the  accounts,  that  in 
several  instances,  the  collectors  held  considerable  sums  in  hand  of  rates  actually 
collected,  and  that  in  many  instances,  the  warrants  were  not  sealed,  and  the  rate- 
books were  full  of  clerical  errors.  It  further  appeared  that  the  arrears  of  the  rate 
made  in  November,  1846,  were  inserted  in  the  subsequent  warrants  several  weeks 
after  they  were  signed,  that  the  arrears  had  been  omitted  altogether  from  the  rate- 
books, and  that  the  amount  of  the  arrears  was  not  shown  in  any  of  the  books.  The 
result  of  this  state  of  things  is  an  actual  loss  of  23/.  Is.  8 d.  In  order  to  avoid  delay 
in  procuring  funds,  the  whole  of  the  rates  uncollected,  minus  the  clex-ical  errors, 
were  added  to  the  rates  last  struck  as  arrears  leviable  from  the  respective  parties. 

With  respect  to  the  management  of  the  workhouse,  we  beg  to  state  that  it  would 
appear  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  had  not  exercised  any  of  their  functions  in  this 
respect.  It  would  appear  that  a Visiting  Committee  had  never  been  appointed,  or 
if  appointed  had  never  acted,  as  the  Visiting  Committee’s  Report  Book  did  not,  on 
our  arrival,  contain  a single  report  of  any  inspection  having  been  made  since  the 
month  of  December,  1846,  a period  of  11  months.  The  result  of  this  neglect  was 
but  too  plainly  apparent,  in  the  general  disorder  and  confusion  which  pervaded 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  establishment. 

The  workhouse  and  its  superadded  accommodation  contained,  on  our  first  inspec- 
tion. 1534  paupers,  800  of  whom  were  admitted  in  one  day  on  a verbal  order  given 
to  the  mastei-,  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  allocation  of  their,  chargeability ; 
upwards  of  500  of  this  number  were  sent  into  the  dormitories,  in  their  own  wretched 
clothes,  the  master  having  none  in  his  possession  to  give  them.  The  result  of  this 
overcrowding  of  the  workhouse  has  been  attended  with  an  alarming  increase  of 
fever  and  other  diseases.  . . 

The  able-bodied  were  comparatively  idle,  , and  the  greatest  insubordination 
existed,  so  much  so,  that  we  were  compelled  to  prosecute  several  of  the  ring-leaders 
for  threatening  language  and  demeanour  towards  ourselves.  The  schools  were 
perfectly  destitute  of  books  and  stationery,  and  it  would  appear  that  no  inspection 
of  them  had  been  made'by  the  Inspector  of  the  National  Board,  for  a period  of  nine 
months.  No  actual  examination  of  the  workhouse  books  had  ever  taken  place.  In 
the  week  ended  the  6th  October  last,  38  orphans  and  destitute  children  under  15, 
and  44  women,  with  120  children,  were,  at  the  instance  of  the  Guardians,  turned 
out  of  the  workhouse  to  receive  out-door  relief : these  persons  were  allowed  to  take 
with  them  the  workhouse  clothing  and  bedding.  It  also  appears  that  on  that 
occasion,  a cheque  for  25/.  was  drawn  in  favour  of  three  Guardians,  and  distributed 
by  them  amongst  the  several  persons  so  discharged,. for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
them  lodgings.  The  administration  of  out-door  relief  , was  left. almost  entirely  to 
the  discretion  of  the  relieving  officers  ; their  books  had,  in  the  majority  of  instances, 
never  been  initialed,  nor  their  accounts  revised.  The  expenditure  of  the  out-door 
relief  under  this  system,  amounted  to  upwards  of  500 1.  per  week.  It  is  needless  for 
us  to  remark,  that  the  funds  of  the  Union  had  been  misapplied  and  relief  had  been 
administered,  utterly  at  variance  with  the  principles  pointed  out  in  the  Commis- 
sioners’ Circular  Letter  of  the  14th  August  last..  For  instance,  we  ascertained, 
on  a revision  of  the  lists,  that  parties  were  receiving  out-door  relief  who  were 
employed  by  the  master  of  the  workhouse  in  tailoring  and  carpentering,  and  that 
these  persons  were  in  the  receipt  of,  at  least,  7s.  per  week  for  their  labour.  It 
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would  appear  that  the  master  was  ignorant  of  these  facts.  On  our  expressing 
surprise  at  the  iniquity  of  their  conduct,  we  received  for  answer,  “ that  as  it  was 
"going  (the  relief),  they  thought  they  might  as  well  have  a share  of  it.” 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  Kanturk  Union,  when  we  first  examined  into  its 
affairs.  Our  first  attention  was  directed  to  the  examination  of  the  accounts  of 
the  collectors,  which  we  succeeded  in  closing  after  a week’s  close  investigation. 
Our  next  care  was  to  use  all  possible  exertion  in  striking  the  rates  necessary  to 
pay  the  heavy  debts  of  the  Union,  and  to  provide  funds  tor  the  relief  under  the 
amended  Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts.  It  may  be  necessary  to  state,  that  although  the 
present  rates  amount  to  16,OOOZ.,  yet,  owing  to  the  liabilities  of  the  Union  and  the 
present  heavy  weekly  expenditure,  the  amount  so  raised  will  be  exhausted  in  the 
month  of  March  next.  With  the  view  of  keeping  the  finances  of  the  Union  on  a 
satisfactory  foundation,  we  have  required  the  collectors  to  enter  into  bonds 
(No.  7)  to  collect  the  rates  within  three  months,  from  the  date  of  their  warrants 
(30th  November). 

Every  care  has  been  taken  in  making  arrangements  for  the  due  and  sufficient 
examination  of  the  several  collectors’  accounts  weekly,  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  given  in  the  Commissioners’  General  Order  of  the  25th  October 
last. 

In  proof  of  the  progress  which  has  been  made  by  the  collectors,  we  have  the 
gratification  of  stating  that  within  eight  days  (being,  in  fact,  the  first  week  of  the 
collection),  since  the  receipt  by  them  of  their  warrants,  they  have  collected  and 
lodged  with  the  treasurer  of  the  Union  1476Z.  85.  lid. 

With  regard  to  the  management  of  the  workhouse,  we  have  to  observe,  that  the 
state  of  the  paupers  now  is  much  improved.  They  have  been  employed  to  the 
utmost  extent  possible  under  the  circumstances.  The  able-bodied  males  have  been 
required  to  break  a given  quantity  of  stones  daily,  and  we  purpose  to  erect  a hand- 
mill  capable  of  employing  40  men,  in  addition  to  the  mills  supplied  by  Sir  Ran- 
dolph Routh.  We  shall  then  be  enabled  to  grind  corn  sufficient  for  the  use  of  the 
workhouse.  The  women  and  several  of  the  boys  have  been  employed  in  making 
and  repairing  the  clothing  of  the  house.  * ° 

The  examination  of  the  out-door  relief  lists  has  been  attended  with  much  labour 
and  difficulty,  owing  to  the  false  representations  made  by  the  recipients,  their 
disorderly  conduct,  and  their  inability  to  speak  English.  By  adhering  in  the 
administration  of  relief,  to  the  principles  pointed  out  in  the  Commissioners’ Circular 
Letter  of  the  14th  August  last,  the  amount  of  the  out-door  relief  has  been 
diminished  in  the  first  week  of  our  partial  revision  upwards  of  100Z.,  and  we  may 
add  that  numerous  cases  came  under  our  observation  which  tended  to  show  that 
those  who  are  not  really  destitute,  will  not  accept  relief  in  a workhouse. 

We  have  taken  and  are  fitting  up  a large  store,  in  which  we  intend  to  place  the 
children  ol  both  sexes.  We  also  intend  to  remove  the  aged  and  infirm  from  the 
workhouse.  By  these  arrangements,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  use  the  workhouse 
solely  as  a test  for  the  able-bodied. 

From  observation  when  visiting  the  several  rural  districts,  we  consider  that  those 
who  do  not  now  come  under  the  General  Circular  of  the  14th  August  last,  will 
soon  from  want  of  food  he  reduced  to  the  same  classes.  Little  employment  is  given 
and  m consequence,  the  labourers  and  their  families  are  reduced  to  exist  mostly 
on  turnips  obtained  either  from  the  farmers,  or  by  stealth.  Their  clothes  are 
ragged  and  scanty;  the  roofs  of  their  cabins  in  a wretched  state;  fever  and 
dysentery  increasing.  On  every  Board-day,  several  hundred  persons  assemble  who 
do  not  come  under  the  class  for  out-door  relief,  and  from  want  of  room  within  the 
workhouse,  we  are  unable  to  admit  them.  Their  demeanour  and  conduct  are  such 
that  we  consider  it  absolutely  necessary  to  obtain  the  presence  of  a magistrate, 
attended  with  a military  and  police  force.  ° 

From  the  clergy,  magistrates,  and  gentry  we  have  experienced  the  greatest 
attention  and  willingness  to  co-operate  with  us. 

We  cannot  close  our  report  without  taking  the  liberty  of  expressing  an  anxious 
desire  that  the  Commissioners  would  impress  upon  the  landed  Property  Improve- 
ment Department,  the  absolute  necessity  there  is  for  facilitating  the  obtaining  of 
money,  to  enable  the  landed  proprietors  of  this  Union  immediately  to  give  employ- 
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Reply  to  the  above : — December  14, 1847. 

The  Commissioners  highly  approve  of  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
endeavoured  to  grapple  with  the  difficulties  of  the  Union. 

As  regards  the  want  of  employment  in  the  Union,  I am  to  state  that  the  Com- 
missioners will  readily  communicate  with  the  proper  authorities  respecting  the 
Landed  Property  Improvement  Act,  provided  that  the  names  of  individuals  are 
forwarded,  who  have  complied  with  the  requisite  preliminary  formalities,  and  who 
nevertheless  have  reason  to  complain  of  any  unnecessary  delay. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  28,  1847. 

We  have  the  honour  to  report,  that  for  the  week  ended  the  25th  Decem- 
ber, the  collection  of  poor-rate  for  such  week,  has  been  1147Z.  12s.,  making  the  sum 
collected  in  three  weeks  394 \l.  10s.  Id.;  and  hut  for  the  illness  of  one  of  the 
collectors,  the  last  week’s  collection  would  have  been  increased. 

The  general  expenses  of  the  house  continue  to  occupy  our  attention,  and  we 
have  made  a further  reduction  this  week  in  the  weekly  cost  of  pauprs.  Upon  our 
appointment  it  was  Is.  81<£. ; it  is  now  Is.  3d. 

The  state  in  which  the  paupers  were,  from  want  of  clothing,  the  want  of  tools, 
and  other  articles  absolutely  necessary  in  the  establishment,  and  the  fitting  up  the 
store  for  additional  house  accommodation,  will  render  the  expenditure  for  these 
items  heavy. 

Upon  Christmas  day,  we  did  not  give  any  addition  to  the  usual  rations,  on 
account  of  the  general  conduct  of  the  paupers,  and  the  state  of  the  funds,  but  prin- 
cipally to  try  it  as  a test. 

The  result  was  63  left  the  house. 

This  enabled  us  to  have  room  to  apply  the  workhouse  test  to  applicants  for  out- 
door relief,  who  when  offered  workhouse  relief,  refused  to  accept  it,  to  the  number 
of  50. 

From  the  former  management  of  the  Union,  we  find  it  difficult  to  obtain  articles 
at  a fair  price,  in  consequence  of  combination  among  those  who  tender  for  work- 
house  supplies,  even  among  so  respectable  a class  as  millers ; we  therefore  take  the 
liberty  of  requesting  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  a resolution  on  the 
minutes  for  this  week,  for  a consent  to  purchase  without  requiring  sealed  tenders. 

The  general  conduct  of  the  paupers  is  improving,  although  it  requires  the  utmost 
firmness  and  determination  on  our  part,  to  enforce  attention  to  the  necessary 
rules. 

From  the  feeling  existing  among  the  paupers,  we  do  not  pass  over  the  slightest 
dereliction  of  duty,  lest  it  may  be  construed  by  them  into  fear  on  our  parts. 

The  paupers  are  all  employed,  and  were  it  not  from  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
manufacturer,  we  would  have  had  a corn  mill  erected  now. 


Mr.  Crawford,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 

December  22,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I yesterday  attended  a meeting  of 
the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Kanturk  Union. 

The  workhouse  and  all  the  additional  accommodation  remains  filled  to  its  utmost 
extent,  and  in  my  opinion,  from  the  increasing  destitution  which  prevails  in  the 
Union,  it  has  become  expedient  to  issue  an  order  permitting  the  Vice-Guardians  to 
give  relief  outside  the  workhouse  to  some  of  the  classes  not  included  within  the 
1st  section  of  the  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act 

At  present  I do  not  think  it  advisable  to  extend  the  order  beyond  those  classes 
mentioned  in  the  orders  issued  to  Fermoy  and  Killarney ; but  I much  fear  that  a 
more  extended  order  will  soon  become  necessary. 

I regret  to  say  that  as  yet  no  employment  is  being  found  for  the  labouring 
classes  by  either  the  landlords  or  farmers  of  the  district,  little  advantage  having 
been  taken  of  the  provisions  of  the  Land  Improvement  Act  for  that  purpose. 

4 P 2 
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The  progress  of  the  collection  of  the  rate  is  satisfactory,  and  there  seems  no 
opposition  to  its  collection ; but  from  the  present  large  expenditure  of  the  Union, 
it  is  not  likely  to  suffice  for  a longer  period  than  the  month  of  March  ensuing* 
when  a new  rate  will  most  probably  require  to  be  struck,  notwithstanding  the 
Vice-Guardians,  who  are  discharging  their  duties  in  a most  efficient  manner,  are 
keeping  down  the  expenditure  as  far  as  they  possibly  can,  consistently  with  the 
maintenance  of  the  population. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  ’29,  1848. 

I am  to  inclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  a copy  of  an  order  which 
has  been  issued,  authorizing  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  give  out-door  relief  to 
certain  classes  not  described  in  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension 
Act. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  January  5,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  week  ended  the  1st  instant,  that  the 
collection  of  the  rate  in  the  Kanturk  Union-  is  proceeding  to  our  entire  satisfac- 
tion, the  collectors  having  lodged  with  the  treasurer  of  the  Union  during  the 
week  1725?.  5s.  2d.,  making  the  sum  collected  in  the  month  of  December 
5,666?.  15s.  3d.  The  accounts  of  the  several  collectors  have  been  examined  and 
prepared  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  Commissioners’  instructions. 

• The  conduct  of  the  paupers  in  the  workhouse  is  much  improved.  Fever  and 
other  infectious  diseases  are  decreasing. 

. The  pressure  for  out-door  relief  still  continues,  the  order  of  the  Commissioners 
authorizing  out-door  relief  to  widows  with  one  child,  and  to  orphans  whose  parents 
are  both  dead,  has  enabled  us,  by  discharging  these  classes  from  the  workhouse,  to 
apply  the  workhouse  test  to  a great  many  able-bodied  applicants,  and  we  are  en- 
deavouring to  make  the  workhouse  as  extensively  available  as  possible  for  the  relief 
of  this  class. 

We  have  to  request  the  Commissioners’  co-operation  in  enlarging  the  present 
woidthouse  as  far  as  practicable,  and  we  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  erecting 
permanent  buildings  in  the  men  and  women’s  yards,  each  capable  of  containing  300 
paupers,  the  funds  requisite  for  this  purpose  to  be  obtained,  if  possible,  from  the 
Exchequer  Bill  Loan  Commissioners. 

From  the  numerous  complaints  which  have  been  made  to  us  by  the  landed  pro- 
prietors of  the  present  valuation  of  the  Union,  and  from  our  own  observations  in 
reference  thereto,  we  have  decided  on  appointing  a competent  valuator  to  make  a 
complete  revision  or  new  valuation  of  the  Union,  and  we  have  caused  advertise- 
ments to  be  issued  accordingly. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — January  8,  1848.  . 

With  reference  to  the  additional  accommodation  which  you  propose  to 
provide  at  the  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the 
addition  of  permanent  buildings  to  the  present  workhouse,  in  pursuance  of  the 
original  plan  of  the  building ; but  they  cannot  hold  out  any  hope  that  an  applica- 
tion to  the  Public  Works  Loan  Board  for  a loan  for  the  purpose  would  be  suc- 
cessful. 

If  you  can  obtain  a loan  or  consider  that  the  cost  can  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
current  rates,  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  sanction  arrangements  for  the 
purpose. 

As  regards  . the  proposed  revision  of  the  valuation  of  the  Union,  I am  to  express 
the  Commissioners’  approval  of  the  appointment  of  a fit  person  for  that  purpose. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — January  12,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  state  as  our  report  of  the  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Union  for  the  week  ended  the  8th.  instant,  that  the  collection  of  the  rates  is 
very  satisfactory,  a sum  of  1863?.  13s.  Id  having  been  paid  to  the  treasurer  by  the 
collectors  during  the  week,  making  the  collection  for  five  weeks  a sum  of 
7530?.  Is.  lOd,  which  has  enabled  us  to  pay  4300?.  of  the  debts  incurred  by  the 
late  Board. 

The  order  relative  to  widows  with  one  child,  and  orphans  whose  parents  are 
both  dead,  by  extending  to  such  out- door  relief,  has  enabled  us  to  apply  the  work- 
house  test  to  upwards  of  200  applicants,  one-third  of  whom  refused  to  avail  them- 
selves of  this  description  of  relief. 

Destitution  is  on  the  increase,  and  we  have  again  to  state  that,  with  few  excep- 
tions, the  landlords  and  farmers  are  not  giving  the  employment  that  the  undrained 
and  neglected  state  of  their  lauds  would  enable  them  to  do,  and  by  so  doing  give 
to  the  humbler  class  their  natural  support,  and  increase  the  food  of  the  country. 

Your  consent  for  additional  permanent  workhouse  accommodation  will  enable 
us  to  apply  for  loans  to  private  individuals,  when  your  architect  furnishes  an  esti- 
mate of  the  probable  cost  of  the  buildings. 

The  robbery  of  meal  in  its  transit  to  and  at  the  depots  has  been  met  by  the 
instant  arrest  of  the  parties  who  were  prosecuted  at  the  late  sessions  of  Fermoy, 
two  of  whom  have  been  sentenced  to  transportation. 

There  have  been  several  rescues  of  property  from  collectors.  In  every  instance 
we  have  directed  the  immediate  prosecution  of  the  parties,  and  the  property  rescued 
to  be  seized  under  a magistrate’s  warrant. 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  26,  1848. 

I am  directed  to  express  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  at  the 
efficient  manner  in  which  you  ensured  the  collection  of  the  poor-rates  in  the 
Kanturk  Union,  during  the  previous  five  weeks. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  submit,  for  your  consideration,  the  arrangements 
proposed  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  for  providing  additional  accommodation  at  the  work- 
house. 


Enclosure. 

Observations  of  the  Architect. 

lsi  Mode. To  carry  out  plans  the  same  as  at  Limerick  for,  say  400  additional  inmates, 

which  will  cost  about  2500?.  ...... 

New  Board-room,  offices,  with  room  for  relieving  officers,  clerk,  and  waiting  hall  for  paupers, 
will  cost  about  500Z.,  altogether,  say  3000?.  ..  , 

The  present  Board-room  would  be  used  for  probationary  ward  purposes,  and  all  the  old 
clothes  would  be  deposited  in  the  entrance  building.  ...... 

2nd  Mode  of  Enlargement.— Erect  new  buildings  in  front  part  of  the  house  for  the  children ; 
for  600  children  the  sum  necessary  to  he  obtained  will  be  about  4000?.  It  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Guardians  which  arrangement  of  the  two  is  considered  preferable. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  ‘.—January  20,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  week  ended,  the  15th.  instant,  that 
the  collection  of  the  rate  is  very  satisfactory,  a sum  of  1507/.  14s.  10c?.  having 
been  lodged  with  the  treasurer  for  the  period  in  question.  The  collection  for  six 
weeks  has  realized  the  sum  of  9037?- 16s.  8c?. 

The  several  accounts  of  the  collectors  have  been  strictly  checked  and  prepared 
in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  and  the  collectors  are  performing  their 
duties  to  our  entire  satisfaction.  . 

Destitution  is  so  alarmingly  on  the  increase  in  the  Union,  that  we  are  induced 
to  suggest  to  the  Commissioners  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  life  to  give  us  a discretionary  power  to  extend 
out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  exacting  from  each  able-bodied  male  person 
relieved  under  the  authority  of  the  order,  a task  of  work  to  be  named  by  us. 
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Kanturk  Union.  Before  applying  for  this  authority  we  have  taken  all  the  steps  pointed  out  by  the 
Commissioners  for  making  the  workhouse  accommodation  a test  of  destitution 
of  the  able-bodied,  but  the  pressure  for  relief  is  so  excessive,  and  the  present 
workhouse  accommodation  so  crowded,  that  we  see  no  alternative  but  to  grant 
immediate  out-door  relief  to  the  class  in  question. 

We  may  mention  that  the  children  of  both  sexes  will  be  removed  from  the 
workhouse  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  week,  which  will  enable  us  to  admit 
400  paupers  whose  cases  we  have  already  investigated. 

The  great  destitution  prevailing  in  the  Union  is  occasioned,  in  addition  to  the 
failure  of  the  potato,  by  -want  of  employment,  and  apathy  on  the  part,  with 
very  few  exceptions  indeed,  of  the  landed  proprietors  and  farmers,  who  have 
thrown  all  the  able-bodied  on  the  rates  in  preference  to  giving  them  employment, 
and  thus  enable  them  to  support  themselves  by  the  labour  of  their  hands.  We 
can  see  no  other  means  of  teaching  the  landed  proprietors  and  farmers  their  duty 
towards  their  less  fortunate  fellow-creatures,  than  by  levying  rates  for  their 
support. 

We  have  been  requested  by  the  principal  landed  proprietors  and  rate-payers 
of  the  Union,  to  transmit  herewith  a copy  of  resolutions  adopted  at  a large  and 
influential  meeting  of  that  body  held  on  the  19th  instant,  relative  to  the  destitution 
of  the  Union  and  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied. 

We  think  it  right  to  state  that  our  present  weekly  expenditure  is  700?.,  and  if  it 
does  not  increase,  and  we  can  collect  the  whole  of  our  present  rate,  it  will  carry  us 
on  to  the  1 1th  of  March  next.  Should  we  find  that  the  order  for  out-door  relief 
to  the  able-bodied  involve  the  additional  expense  we  apprehend  of,  400?.  weekly, 
the  period  will  be  a fortnight  earlier. 

Our  calculation  for  in  and  out-door  relief,  provided  public  or  private  works  be 
not  carried  on,  will  be  at  the  rate  of  1100?.  weekly,  from  the  1st  of  March  to  the 
1st  of  August,  being  a period  of  22  weeks— total  amount  24,200?.  This  sum 
will  require  a rate  of  4s.  6d.  in  the  pound  on  the  net  annual  value. 

As  we  consider  it  for  the  interest  of  the  Union  that  funds  should  always  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  and  it  being  easier  to  collect  the  sum  wanted  by  one 
than  two  rates,  we  propose  making  the  next  rate  4s.  6 d.  in  the  pound.  The  levy 
of  so  large  a.  rate  immediately  after  one  of  4s.  on  one  division,  and  3s.  in  the  re- 
maining portion  of  the  Union,  the  rate-payers  will  certainly  consider  very  severe  ; 
we  propose,  with  the  Commissioners’  consent,  to  direct  our  collectors  not  to  levy 
at  once  the  whole  rate  of  4s.  6d„  provided  that  within  one  fortnight  after  the  rate 
being  made  one-third  of  such  be  paid,  and  the  remaining  portions  at  two  separate 
periods  to  be  named. 


Enclosure. 

Resolved— In  consequence  of  the  increasing  destitution,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
meeting  the  magistrates  and  cess-payers  of  the  respective  baronies  of  this  Union  do  take  imme- 
diate steps  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Act  lately  made  for  the  completion  of  the  un- 
finished roads  commenced  by  the  Board  of  Works. 

. Resolved — That  a Committee  of  the  under-named  gentlemen  he  appointed  to  carry  the 
above  resolution  into  effect : — 

WitnrAM  Leader,  Esq.,  J.P. 

Richard  O.  Aldworth,  Esq.,  J.P.,  D.L. 

Edward  D.  Freeman,  Esq.,  J.P.,  D.L.: 

William  Allen,  Jun.,  Esq.,  J.P. 

Benjamin  Leader,  Esq. 

Charles  Daly,  Esq. 

(Signed)  Richard  O.  Aldworth,  Chairman. 

Resolved—! That  this  meeting  urge  on  the  Vice- Guardians  the  necessity  which  exists  for  the 

Board  of  Works  facilitating  the  obtaining  the  advances  under  the  Landed  Improvement  Act 
in  this  Union. 

(Signed)  Richard  O.  Aldworth,  Chairman. 

Resolved  That  the  Vice-Guardians  be  requested  to  impress  on  the  Commissioners  the 
absolute  necessity  of  giving  out-door  relief  to  the  destitute  qble-bodied,  until  the  intentions  of 
the  toregoing  resolutions  be  carried  into  effect. 

(Signed)  Richard  O.  Aldworth,  Chairman. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


663 


Reply  to  the  above : — January  22,  1848. 

In  accordance  with  your  request  an  order  will  be  issued  at  once,  autho- 
rizing you  to  give  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  the  Kanturk  Union. 

A copy  of  a letter,  which  has  been  addressed  to  the  Guardians  of  other 
Unions  in  which  such  an  order  has  been  issued,  is  enclosed  herewith  for  your 
n formation. 


Further  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — 
February  4,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  cannot  sanction  the  assessment  of  a rate  which  could 
only  be  paid  in  instalments. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  you  to  levy  a rate  sufficient  to  meet  the  Union 
outlay  for  a portion  of  the  present  year,  and  to  be  ready  for  collection  immediately 
after  the  25th  of  March  next. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  January  27,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  week  ended  the  22nd  instant,  that 
the  collectors  of  the  Union  have  lodged  with  the  treasurer  a sum  of  1220 1.  16s.  9 d., 
making  the  collection  for  seven  weeks  10,258?.  13s.  5 d.  The  accounts  of  the 
several  collectors  have  been  checked  and  prepared  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
Commissioners’  instructions. 

We  would  suggest  for  the  Commissioners’  consideration,  that  it  it  is  desirable 
to  erect  additional  permanent  hospital  accommodation  at  the  workhouse,  with  the 
view  of  discontinuing  the  several  fever  hospitals  established  under  10  Vic.  c.  22. 
The  estimates  for  this  month,  for  the  support  of  these  establishments,  amount  to  a 
sum  of  300?.,  being  at  the  rate  of  3600?.  per  annum,  over  which  there  is  not  any 
superintendence  whatever,  either  by  relief  or  finance  committees. 

We  have  to  report,  for  the  Commissioners’  approval,  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  William  Wilson  to  re-value  the  Union  at  a sum  of  '200?.,  to  be  completed 
within  eight  months  from  the  date  of  his  appointment.  We  wish  to  observe,  that 
Mr.  Wilson  was  the  best  qualified  of  the  numerous  candidates  who  applied  for  the 
appointment,  and  that  his  proposal  was  much  lower  in  amount  than  any  of  the 
qualified  candidates.  We  enclose  herewith  his  application,  in  which  the  Com- 
missioners will  observe  that  reference  is  made  to  them  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
he  performed  the  duties  of  valuator  in  the  several  Unions  in  which  he  has  been 
employed. 

We  are  taking  active  steps  in  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  Commissioners,  in 
reference  to  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied ; and  we  hope  to  have  all  our 
arrangements  made  for  this  purpose  in  the  course  of  two  weeks. 


Reply  to  the  above : — February  2, 1848. 

The  progress  made  in  the  collection  of  the  rate  is  most  satisfactory. 

Questions  for  answers,  to  be  signed  by  yourselves  and  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  who  has 
been  appointed  to  re-value  the  property  in  the  Union,  are  forwarded,  and  when 
answered  and  signed,  to  be  returned  to  the  Commissioners. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being  informed  whether  you  propose  to 
make  the  next  rate  upon  the  present  valuation. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  3,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  week,  ended  the  29th  ultimo,  that 
the  collection  of  the  rate  is  very  satisfactory.  The  ‘amount  1352?.  4s.  3d.,  making 
in  eight  weeks  the  sum  of  11,610/.  17s.  8 d.  The  collectors’  accounts  have  been 
checked  pursuant  to  the  Commissioners’  orders. 


Kanturk  U nion. 
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In  order  to  carry  out  your  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  we  have, 
as  far  as  the  heavy  fall  of  snow  did  permit,  inspected  the  several  quarries  in  the 
vicinity  of  unfinished  Public  Works,  with  the  view  of  employing  those  receiving 
relief;  and  also,  ultimately,  to  dispose  of  the  broken  stones,  and  place  the  amount 
to  the  credit  of  the  Union. 

The  examination  of  applicants  as  superintendents  has  occupied  two  davs 

upwards  of  500.  J 

We  are  happy  to  say  that  the.  workhouse  continues  in  a very  healthy  state;  and 
that  the  conduct  of  the  inmates  is  much  improved. 

With  respect  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  your  letter,  " whether  we  propose  to 
“ make  the  rate  on  the  present  valuation,”  we  have  to  state  it  is  our  intention  to 
do  so,  as  we  intend  to  have  the  new  rate  in  collection  early  next  month. 
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FINANCIAL  RETURNS 


[ In  continuation  of  Similar  Scries  in  Fourth  Series  of  Poor  Law  Correspondence  of  the  present 
Session.'] 


STATEMENTS  showing— 

I.  The  Progress  of  the  Collection  of  the  Poor  Rate  in  the  several  Unions 
in  Ireland  during  the  Months  of  December,  1847,  and  January,  1848 ; 
also  the  Amount  disbursed  by  the  Treasurers  during  those  Months ; 
together  with  the  Amount  remaining  uncollected,  and  the  state  of 
the  Balances  at  the  close  of  each  Month. 

II.  The  Total  Amount  of  Poor  Rate  collected  during  each  Month. 

III.  The  Amount  of  the  Liabilities  of  the  several  Unions  to  Contractors  and 

others  in  each  Month,  exclusive  of  any  sum  due  to  Her  Majesty’s 
Government  for  the  Principal  and  Interest  of  the  Workhouse  Loan, 
or  of  Loans  advanced  by  the  Relief  Commissioners  or  the  Commis- 
sariat, or  of  any  Loan  obtained  simply  for  Building  Purposes. 

IV.  Summary  showing  the  Amount  of  Rate  collected  in  each  Month ; also 

the  Amount  remaining  uncollected,  and  the  state  of  the  Balances  at 
foot  of  the  Treasurer’s  Accounts,  at  the  close  of  each  Month. 


4Q 
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Co.  Cavan. 

Bailieborough  . 

1,114 

965 

1,046 

586 

7,196 

4,313 

807 

1,896 

805 

241 

52,156 

Cavan  . , 

1,420 

1,666 

2,410 

1,620 

15,090 

6,097 

867 

3,778 

1,196 

1,214 

127,282 

CooteUill  . . 

840 

424 

400 

449 

4,916 

4,194 

17 

2,346 

790 

"390 

73,490 

Co.  Donegal. 

Bally-shannon 

800 

1,003 

1,007 

982 

6,287 

2,347 

25 

323 

235 

772 

51,435 

S'"/*1  ■.  ■ ■ 

550 

381 

381 

52 

822 

2,884 

489 

446 

79 

)) 

302 

31 ,631 

Dunfanagny 

350 

66 

142 

149 

76 

907 

413 

*261 

119 

23 

30,543 

500 

7 

2,690 

1,327 

129 

l’,042 

355 

*378 

16,330 

lmshowen  . . 

600 

33 

“33 

"22 

5,080 

1,502 

" 5 

409 

144 

111 

3G,GQ7 

Letterkenny  . . 

570 

147 

120 

26 

2,424 

455 

"96 

568 

191 

71 

31,835 

490 

129' 

120 

45 

3,147 

1,416 

84 

1,348 

327 

198 

62 

• 31,377 

Slranorlar  . . 

400 

96 

80 

36 

1,380 

1,764 

*241 

590 

142 

29,402 

Co.  Down. 

Ban  bridge  . . 

1,168 

833 

833 

889 

4,226 

4,743 

1 

1,342 

.. 

1,292 

459 

123,970 

Downpatrick 

1,060 

1,064 

1,064 

324 

2,571 

2,276 

1,*268 

1,031 

501 

663 

167,393 

'390 

291 

291 

324 

413 

1,534 

266 

"l2 

221 

)) 

70 

36,931 

Newtownards  . 

1,000 

1,165 

864 

664 

1,084 

664 

G25 

487 

3,6Si 

728 

7,966 

7,153 

1,367 

15 

.. 

588 

*538 

663 

465 

401 

199 

129,651 

118,469 

Co.  Fermanagh. 

Enniskillen,  . . 

1,100 

1,342 

1,342 

371 

11,017 

4,477 

4 

5,263 

580 

762 

96,108 

784 

361 

413 

7,181 

3,052 

"54 

1,080 

276 

137 

46,919 

BRi  mrn  ' ' 

500 

787 

667 

*392 

5,203 

2,395 

”46 

664 

469 

198 

43,944 

Co.  Londonderry. 

Coleraine  . . 

960 

495 

1,009 

327 

814 

4,270 

1,139 

37 

734 

275 

76,410 

Londonderry 

960 

275 

388 

516 

433 

6,064 

312 

*294 

480 

92 

111,959 

Kewtownlimovady 

1,240 

640 

1,079 

1,200 

388 

472 

199 

4,584 

24S 

4,651 

3,268 

1,225 

305 

'l68 

'403 

416 

215 

784 

173 

75,339 

65,630 

Co.  Monaghan. 

Carrickmacross  , 
Costleblaney . . 

550 

860 

967 

1,603 

967 

1,600 

492 

754 

2,998 

4,321 

5,555 

5,379 

755 

32 

1,'335 

348 

559 

1,562 

414 

38 

46,325 

65,473 

Monaghan  . . 

900 

976 

83 

2,108 

83 

2,105 

183 

750 

7,131 

7,041 

3,203 

6,410 

1,858 

"20 

930 

966 

331 

465 

'248 

1 ) 640 

55,055 

94,431 

Co.  Tyrone. 

Castlederg  . . 

281 

172 

135 

13 

640 

1,396 

300 

105 

110 

25 

21,790 

Clogher  , . 
Cookstown  . , 
Dungannon  . . 

Gortin  . . . 

Omagh  . . . 

Strabane  , . , 

632 

600 

1,050 

400 

1,000 

900 

934 

471 

533 

400 

109 

2,162 

874 

623 

469 

400 

109 

2,155 

478 

224 

422 

408 

79 

541 

2,676 

1,817 

5,245 

855 

10,698 

4,190 

3,004 

2,790 

3,235 

1,147 

3,955 

5,573 

81 

63 

3)(359 

’358 

4 

515 

’259 

240 

1,712 

365 

1,504 

3)i 40 

341 

253 

631 

SI 

525 

444 

*162 

*416 

533 

370 

*319 

l)7U 

42,275 

56,550 

90,330 

35,751 

73,354 

81,629 

Total  of  Ulster 

36,918 

29,810 

31,725 

18,948 

180,568 

184,950 

23,068 

3,088 

36,025 

10,531 

23,488 

4,397 

12,634 

3,320,133 
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Financial  Return,  December,  1847 — continued. 


PROVINCE  OF  LEINSTER. 


for  which 

L..,., 

Poor  liate 

Amount 
with  the 
Treasurer 

Amount 

disbursed 

Amount 

remaining 

Amount  of 
Poor  Hate 
collected 
in  the  Ten 
Months 
ended  31si 
December 

Balance  at  foot  of  the 
■ Treasurer’s  Account 
at  tile  dose  of 
the  Month. 

Amount 
of  Debts  on 

deducting 

Net 

Amount 
remaining 
to  credit  of 
Unions  on 

Current 

Expenses 

££5r 

Month 

Excess  of 
during  the 

Net 

Annual  Value 

datinn  is 
1 ‘1 

i during  the 
i Month  of 
| December 

1 

Month, 
including 
other  Re- 
eeipts  than 
Poor  Rate. 

Treasurer 
during  the 
Month. 

at  the  dost 
Month. 

t In  favour 
Guard!'* 

ASthen 

Guardians. 

Balance  in 

!’r . m.'.i  r i.t' 

any. 

deducting 
Amount  of 
Debts. 

Month  of 
December. 

Receipts 
during  the 
Month 

Expenses 

Month. 

"'.a?- 

tire  Union. 

Column  1 

3 

1 * 

4 

5 

6 

T 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Co.  Carlow. 

£. 

f. 

£. 

£■ 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Carlow  . . . 

1,400 

2,586 

2,696 

900 

7,787 

12,274 

3,826 

2,466 

1,120 

1,576 

179,037 

Co.  Dublin. 

Balrothery  . . 
Dublin,  North  . 
Dublin,  South  . 
Rathilown  . . 

5S4 

3,600 

2,300 

646 

583 

1^407 

1,071 

431 

2,346 

1,407 

1,025 

550 

3,166 

2,928 

1,304 

1,322 

7,503 

12,645 

3,201 

4,894 

29,425 

28,856 

5,656 

244 

487 

4,983 

615 

2^252 

’i56 

79 

3^34 

470 

3,416 

3,476 

493 

39 

1,070 

2,069 

*778 

94,521 

369,745 

569,940 

152,314 

Co.  Kildare. 

Athy .... 
Celbridga  . . 

970 

519 

650 

1,633 

25 

2,874 

1,533 

25 

2,874 

1,264 

33 

741 

9,225 

6,465 

5,912 

4,522 

2,953 

8,614 

285 

G8 

4,002 

1,572 

1,166 

3,’ 008 

979 

334 

952 

*309 

554 
3 ^ 922 

102, 8S1 
130,776 
135,232 

Co.  Kilkenny, 

Callan  . . . 

Kilkenny  . . 

890 

1,750 

1,857 

1,436 

2,080 

1,436 

2,092 

1,472 

7,820 

27,502 

7,395 

9,166 

1,279 

1^048 

9^762 

121 

1,398 

1,567 

*13i 

682 

84,103 

241,775 

King's  County. 

Edeuderry  . . 

Parsonstown 
Tullamore  . . . 

612  1 
800 
1,220 

1,173  1 
1 ,226  1 
1,270  | 

1,176 

1,226 

1,346 

334 

1,462 

1,320 

2,135 

12,288 

5,231 

5,091 

3,745 

7,678 

1,573 

481 

270 

1*226 

1,540 

1,204 

53G 

694 

994 

640 

532 

33= 

98,634 

109,286 

86,516 

Co.  Longford. 

Longford  . . 

700 

1,094 

405 

1,310 

405 

1,310 

438 

1,307 

13,747 

5,546 

2,136 

7,946 

9 

. *963 

2,094 

2,868 

563 

1,673 

158 

363 

;; 

87,209 

124,496 

Co.  Louth. 

Drogheda  . 
Dundalk  . . . 

970 

940 

948 

1,653 

1,713 

360 

1,653 

1,713 

394 

1,024 

959 

901 

1,858 

5,209 

3,160 

9,408 

9,476 

5,747 

1,714 

1,586 

"83 

’615 

594 

460 

1,439 

762 

’368 

1,193 

274 

93,047 

136,604 

106,680 

Co.  Meath. 

Dunsbaughlin  . 
Kells .... 
Navan  . . . 

Oldcaslle.  , . 

Trim  .... 

560 

980 

570 

044 

520 

840 

1,354 

244 

1,224 

509 

i 813 
1,354  | 
190  1 
1,131 
663 

1,397 

1,417 

544 

252 

653 

4,448 

8,715 

2,503 

616 

5,740 

6,461 

3,508 

9,675 

4,618 

657 

257 

3,660 

2,703 

’653 

1*265  | 
2,163 

313 

1*563 

1,768 

994 
1,293 
836 
1, 167 
550 

181 

*646 

”36 

*61 

’*57 

118,486 

123,339 

101,527 

79,721 

100,634 

Queen’s  County. 

Abbeyleix  . . 

Hountmelliclc  . 

700 

1,644 

819 

1,640 

1,707 

894 

1,509 

5,106 
7, 247 

5,469 

9,071 

2 

276 

1,982 

16 

923 

1,578  , 

104 

‘*62 

66,759 

89,914 

Co.  Westmeath. 

Atlrlone  . . . 

Mullingar  . . 

1,048 

1,016 

283 

273 

283 

273 

449 

1,137 

2,379 

2,031 

5,433 

6,523 

*244 

925 

3,949 

541 

565 

1,012 

282 

739 

103,078 

190,944 

Co.  Wexford. 

Enniscorthy . . 

Gorey  . . . 

New’Ross  . . 
Wexford  . . . 

1,039 

600 

1,500 

870 

2,131 

329 

2,529 

2,459 

2,158 

329 

2,532 

2,459 

2,124 

649 

2,556 

1,032 

12,725 

724 

11,719 

10,751 

7,094 

5,826 

9,459 

8,120 

507 

353 

1,592 

2,043 

1,352 

’767 

"30 

M60 

580 

783 

2,596 

1,033 

454 

64 

1,551 

M24 

126,921 

94,001 

169,748 

113,714 

Co.  Wicklow. 

Baltinglass  . . 

Rathdrum  . . 

Shillelagh  . . 

600 

487 

541 

378 

1,461 

775 

478 

1,449 

505 

655 

34 

2,372 
2,  ISO 
2,339 

4,425 

6.633 

2,490 

1,732 

1,510 

755 

”68 

517 

1,207 

684 

490 

387 

*112 

91 

1,062 

90,888 

153,246 

64,485 

Total  of  Leinster  | 

34,159 

41,879 

42,558 

37,987  i 

>15,064 

265,527 

37,113 

3,672 

36,748 

16,870 

36,797 

7,125 

12,756 

4,624,542 
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Financial  Return,  December,  1847 — continued. 


PROVINCE  OF  CONNAUGHT. 


Nances  of  Unions 

Total  No. 
workhouse 

) dation  is 
provided 
in  each 
Union.  3 

Amount  of 
Poor  Rate 
collected 
during  the 
Month  of 
Deecmber 

with  the 
Treasurer 

during  the 

including 
other  Re- 
ceipts than 
Poor  Rate. 

Amount 

disbursed 

Treasurer 
during  the 

Amount 

mcolleetei 
at  the  close 

Month. 

Amount  of 
Poor  Rate 
collected 
in  the  Ten 
Months 
ended  31st 
December 

Balance  a 
Treasurer 
at  the 
thcM 

foot  of  the 
s Account 
dose  of 

Net 

of  Debts  on 
31st  Dec, 

Amount 
remain!  n| 
to  credit  ol 

Expenses 
of  the 
Month  of 
December 

S’ 

Receipts 

Excess  of 
Receipts 

Month 

ro?r5 

Month. 

Net 

Annual  Value 

“SC7 

the  Union. 

In  favour 

Against 

Guardians 

the 

Balance  in 
Treasurer's 
hands,  if 

deducting 

the 

Amount  oi 

Column  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

C 

T 

S 

9 

10 

11 

12 

,3  j 11 

15 

Co.  Galway. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Ballinasloe  . 

1,120 

2,820 

3,030 

860 

17,094 

11,408 

4,248 

3,479 

639 

2,391 

151,664 

Clifden  . 

360 

282 

282 

192 

2,656 

917 

5S5 

132 

150 

22,426 

Galway  . . 

1,160 

1,597 

1,593 

705 

12,571 

3,590 

967 

6,927 

1,027 

566 

100,777 

Gort  .... 

427 

423 

428 

1,000 

2,918 

3 

3,027 

502 

79 

Louglirea 

900 

144 

153 

139 

442 

3,491 

61 

•1,309 

328 

173 

Tuam.  . . . 

900 

650 

545 

611 

3,131 

3,672 

16 

3,948 

519 

26 

Co.  Leitrim. 

Carrick-on-Shan-j 

860 

1,379 

1,379 

1,009 

10.623 

2,692 

686 

3,264 

392 

987 

61,450 

Manorhamilton  . 

790 

460 

467 

41 

5,999 

1,675 

1 

2,120 

189 

278 

47,284 

Mohill  . . . 

700 

169 

177 

166 

1,156 

1,955 

52 

2,548 

230 

53 

57,778 

Co.  Mayo. 

1,554 

1,910 

1,967 

1,736 

9,236 

4,748 

392 

1,741 

1,270 

697 

95,774 

Ballinrohe  . . 

800 

994 

1,086 

1 , 028 

12,981 

1,145 

58 

2,145 

725 

351 

85,217 

Castlebar.  . . 

750 

563 

563 

8,867 

1,079 

1,360 

4,288 

345 

218 

50,981 

1,000 

354 

348 

2,137 

1,349 

20 

1,184 

194 

Westport . . . 

750 

875 

813 

812 

7,510 

1,067 

5 

3,242 

1,000 

137 

38,876 

Co.  Iioscommon. 

Boyle.  . . . 

744 

161 

188 

429 

7,613 

2,680 

570 

3,476 

306 

118 

81,408 

1,050 

1,662 

1,662 

1,693 

12,848 

5,154 

72 

3,191 

510 

1,152 

114,349 

Roscommon  . . 

1,040 

1-29 

129 

112 

1,695 

3,316 

54 

6,874 

782 

633 

85,873 

Co.  Sligo. 

Sligo  .... 

1,800 

3,527 

3,596 

3,562 

25,784 

8,840 

86 

4,312 

1 8S2 

1,645 

142,030 

Total  of  Connaught 

17,128 

18,103 

18,401 

13,857 

143,343 

61,696 

6,727 

2,018 

54,181 

3,479 

10,972 

1,265 

3,615 

1,465,643 

SUMMARY  OF  RETURN  FOR  DECEMBER,  1847. 


U1.8TBR  . . . 

MuNSTI.lt . . . 

Leinster  . . 

Connaught  . . 

£. 

29,810 

79,068 

41,879 

18,103 

£.  1 
31,725 
80,809 
42,558 
18,401 

£. 

18,948 

55,227 

37,987 

13,857 

£. 

180,568 
351,664 
215,064 
143,343  . 

£. 

184,950 

356,575 

265,527 

61,696 

£. 

23,068 
78,798  : 
37,113 
6,727 

£. 

3,088 

10 

3,672 

2,018 

£.  j 

36,025 

29,623 

36,748 

54,181 

£. 

10,531 

49,608 

16,870 

3,479 

£. 

23,488 

49,042 

36,707 

10,972 

£. 

4,397 
5,382 
' 7,125 
1,265 

£. 

12,634 

36,919 

12,756 

8,615 

£. 

3,320,334 

3,777,112 

4,624,530 

1,465,643 

Total  of  Ireland  ! 
Total  for  previous  1 
Month  . .) 

168,860 

151,684 

173,493 

151,092 

126,019 

101,307 

890,639 

859,718 

S68,748 

699,888 

145,706 

105,893 

8,788 

16,879 

156,577 

183,453 

80,488 

51,770 

120,299 

18,169 

70,924 

13,187,421 

Amount  of  poor-rate  collected  during  the  month  of  December 168,860 

Amount  lodged  with  the  treasurers  during  the  month, including  other  receipts  than  rate  . . 173,493 

Amount  disbursed  by  the  treasurers  during  the  month  . . . . 126,019 

Amount  of  rate  remaining  uncollected  at  the  close  of  the  month 890,693 

Balance  at  foot  of  the  treasurer’s  accounts,  at  theclose  of  the  month,  in  favour  of  110  Unions  . 145,706 

Balance  at  foot  of  the  treasurer’s  accounts,  at  the  close  of  the  month,  against  20  Unions  . . 8,783 


The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  debts  of  the  Guardians  to  contractors,  treasurers,  or  others  (exclusive  of  all  loans  obtained  from 
Government,  or  from  private  parties,  simply  for  building  purposes),  on  the  31st  December,  exceeded  the  amount  of  money  in  the 


treasurer’s  hands,  was  83 ; and  the  net  amount  of  the  debts  of  those  Unions,  deducting  the  money  in  their  treasurers’  hands,  was  . 156,577 

The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  debts  of  the  Guardians  to  contractors,  treasurers,  or  others  (exclusive  of  all  loans  obtained  from 
Government,  or  from  private  parties  simply  for  building  purposes),  on  the  30th  November,  exceeded  the  amount  of  moaey.in  the 
treasurers’  hands,  was  91 : and  the  net  amount  of  the  debts  of  those  Unions,  deducting  the  money  in  their  treasurer’s  hands,  was  . ■ 183,453 
The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  money  in  the  treasurers’  hands  on  the  31st  December  exceeded  the  debts  of  the  Guardians  was 

44 ; and  the  net  amount  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurers  of  those  Unions,  deducting  the  debts,  was 80,488 

The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  money  in  the  treasurers’  hands  on  the  30th  November  exceeded  the  debts  of  the  Guardians  was  39 ; 

and  the  net  amount  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurers  of  those  Unions,  deducting  the  debts,  was 51, 770 

The  current  expenses  of  the  month  of  December  were  about 120,299 

or  .£48, 561  less  than  the  amount  of  poor-rate  collected  during  the  month. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  month  of  November  were  about .......  83,672 

or  £68,012  less  than  the  amount  of  poor-rate  collected  during  the  month. 

The  current  expenses  of  ihe  month  of  October  were  about . • • 67,170 

or  £54,085  more  than  the  amount  of  poor-rate  collected  during  the  month. 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 
Financial  Return — continued: — JANUARY,  1848. 


PROVINCE  OF  ULSTER. 


Tolai  Nt 
for  uliic 

Amouu 



Nunn  of  Unions 

Amount 

Amount 

Amount 

Poor  Hat 
cotlectei 

Treasur 

r’s  Account 

Amount 
of  Del  Us  0 

Amount 

remninin 

Current 

Excess  0 
Expense 

Excess  0 
Receipts 

collects. 

anil  Counties. 

during  tli 

Month, 

Treasure 

rf01  l|10 

'"£rr 

the  Union. 

‘isi: 

January 

other  He 
ceipts  elm 
Poor  Hat 

Decembe 

1847. 

t Infavou 
Guardian. 

. Guardian 

Balance  i 
Treasurer 
hands,  if 

dcduclin 

Amount 

Debts. 

Receipts 
during  th 
Month. 

Expenses 

Month. 

Column  1 

2 

3 

1 ‘ 

5 

C 

7 

8 

O 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Co.  Antrim. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Antrim  . . 
Bnllycnslle  . 

1,000 

.340 

562 

142 

595 

142 

G37 

444 

95 

2,796 

11,134 

3,053 

2,377 

632 

37 

100,611 

172 

6,668 

383 

97,492 

75— 

572 

3,914 

1,683 

2,958 

2,602 

13,549 

22,251 

586 

3,313 

■ ■ ■ 

1,500 

1,034 

1,034 

443 

1,166 

1,373 

4,679 

4,278 

1,051 

'302 

• -94S 

901 

223 

6G1 

00 

373 

72,' 437 
136,397 

Co.  Armagh • 

Lurgan  . . . 

1,300 

1.2J2 

858 

1,502 

1,000 

1,305 

929 

1,966 

19,615 

2,148 

8,763 

10,650 

106 

1,180 

1,627 

355 

650 

906 

350 

599 

174,572 
• 92,682 

Co.  Cavan. 

BaitiebnrottgH  . 
Cootehill  . ! 

1,114 
1 ,4'-’0 
S40 

863 

8,919 

454 

907 

8,949 

440 

1,313 

3,872 

454 

6,  SOO 
6,141 
6,950 

4,863 

6,652 

4,258 

401 

5,944 

2 

1,852 
2,’  892 

3,971 

863 

1,200 

986 

*546 

44 

7,749 

52,156 
. 127,282 
73,490 

Co.  Donegal. 

Ballyshannosi  . 
Donegal  . 

■ • 

Jnishnwvn  . . 

Leiterkennv  . . 

Milford  . ’ . . 

Strunorlar 

SOO 

550 

350 

500 

600 

570 

400 

400 

2,001 

413 

41 

813 

131 

496 

397 

467 

1,975 

422 

31 

60G 

65 

381 

439 

402 

644 

85 
553 
74 
17  0 
306 
73 

4,286 
407 
34 
1,871 
4,949 
1 ,927 
2,591 
2,716 

2,621 

3,342 

076 

1,603 

1,523 

956 

1,758 

1,827 

1,356 

372 

358 

182 

'307 

220 

86 

"l4 

*278 

1*311 

528 

610 

989 

287 

1,104 

1*92 

497 

254 

99 

254 

185 

423 

123 

93 

"cs 

'l20 

42 

1,478 

IG8 

156 

*316 

304 

51,435 

31,639 

10,543 

16,330 

36,607 

31,835 

31,377 

29,402 

Co.  Down. 

Banbridge  . 
Downpatrick 
KUkcel  . . . 

Neivtownnrds 

1,163 

1,060 

390 

1,000 

1,165 

1,073 

920 

280 

753 

383 

1,074 

1,030 

266 

733 

388 

822 

469 

137 

644 

397 

3,128 

2,548 

133 

3,150 

340 

4,987 

3,757 

1,786 

8,904 

7,969 

198 

1,828 

395 

1,489 

12 

803 

607 

ljfi43 

133 

450 

538 

418 

120 

853 

411 

'ioo 

23 

530 

612 

146 

123,970 

167,393 

36,931 

129,651 

118,469 

Co.  Fermanagh 

Enniskillen  • . 
Lowlhersto'.vii  . 

1,100 

784 

500 

2,396 

1,067 

1,216 

2,243 

1,085 

1,292 

1,765 

1,017 

806 

8,621 

6,113 

3,990 

5,719 

3,079 

2,430 

482 

67 

532 

3,733 

286 

225 

714 

292 

601 

1,529 

793 

691 

96,108 

46,919 

43,944 

Co.  Londonderry. 

Coleraine  • . 

060 

329 

549 

781 

3.028 

240 

204 

430 

558 

3,463 

647 

483 

3,930 

1,447. 

214 

543 

4,847 

3,482 

34 

"440 

476 

272 

65,630 

Co.  Monaghan. 

Carrickm  across  . 

550 

1,155 

1,167 

441 

1,843 

6,119 

930 

941 

950 

812 

3,377 

553 

558 

277 

6,572 

3,325 

755 

2,469 

436 

4,584 

7,535 

3,591 

2,757 

.678 

1,791 

94,431 

Co.  Tyrone. 

Cnsllederg  • 

281 

133 

173 

126 

*507 

1,672 

.102 

21,790 

950 

538 

1,723 

4,262 

209 

42,275 

469 

159 

1,347 

3,179 

i70 

56,550 

l,0ou 

403 

4,157 

4,594 

607 

90,330 

.501. 

855 

15,751 

407 

409 

10,1-97 

4,130 

.518 

1,835 

75,354 

900 

1,777 

594 

2,412 

6,657 

4,841 

4,250 

667 

1,110 

81,529 

Total  of  Ulster 

36,918 

44,059 

44,017 

29,348 

64,874 

13,351 

35,604 

872 

26,939 

20,837 

24,917 

3,719 

22,858 

3,320,133 
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Financial  Return,  January,  1848 — continued. 


PROVINCE  OF  MUNSTER. 


Names  of  Unions' 
and  Counties. 

Total  No. 
for  which 
v.  or].h an 
accommo- 
dation is 
provided 

Amount  of 
Poor  Hate 
collected 
during  the 

Month  of 
January. 

Amount 
lodged 
with  the 
Treasurer 
during  tile 
Month,-, 
including 
other  Re- 
ceipts than 
Poor  Rate. 

Amount 
disbursed 
by  the 
Treasurer 
during  the 
Month. 

Amount 

remaining 

maolieetea 
at  the  close 

Month. 

Amount  of 
Poor  Rate 
collected 
Twelve 
Months 
ended  31st 
December. 

1847. 

Balance  at  foot  of  the 
Treasurer's  Account 
at  the  close  of 
the  Month. 

Net 

Amount 
of  Debts  on 

Amount 
remaining 
to  credit  of 

Current 

Expenses 

Month  of 

Excess  of 
Expenses 

Month 

^Receipts 

Month 
Expenses 
of  the 
Month. 

Net 

Annual  Value 
of  Property 

In  favour 
of  the 
Guardians. 

Against 

Guardians. 

Balance  in 
rreasurer's 

deducting 

Amount  of 
Debts. 

Column  X 

2 

3 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Co.  Clare. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Ennis  ■ • 

808 

3,542 

3,542 

2,253 

8,051 

10,715 

3,548 

Eimistvmou  . 

650 

1,158 

1,158 

1,231 

9,567 

7,617 

269 

1,233 

Kilrush  . 

1,050 

1,314 

1,314 

1,622 

9,755 

5,S77 

144 

2,083 

Scariff  . . 

1,040 

3,253 

2,771 

1,932 

13,565 

1,685 

930 

5,098 

1 ,G15 

1,156 

44,609 

Co.  Cork. 

Bandou  . . 

1,075 

2,125 

1,937 

964 

5,897 

9,941 

4,183 

542 

Bantry  . . 

736 

1,725 

1,513 

970 

4,303 

2,033 

915 

1,477 

4,200 

3,808 

3,813 

1,933 

32,171 

46,192 

2,649 

2,425 

1,S28 

Dunmanwav  . 

615 

3,115 

3,115 

564 

2,940 

3,451 

2,574 

2,2S1 

454 

2,661 

44,084 

Xermoy  . . 

1,160 

1,532 

1,551 

10,197 

18,616 

3,019 

1,081 

2,751 

153,452 

Kanturk  . . 

1,940 

5,948 

5,944 

2,611 

5,224 

14,923. 

5,111 

2,223 

Kinsalc  . • 

800 

896 

896 

305 

2,262 

7,832 

2,300 

2,026 

623 

273 

73,928 

Macroom 

840 

717 

598 

876 

1,993 

7,413 

1,745 

1,433 

640 

42 

93,875 

Mallow  . 

860 

1,967 

2,016 

1,812 

3,566 

14,619 

6,791 

6,479 

856 

l.ico 

Middleton  . 

1,286 

5,922 

5,922 

9,915 

13,361 

10,166 

9,061 

2,458 

3,464 

163,070 

Skibbereeu  . 

1,520 

4,747 

4,747 

3,473 

11,210 

6,661 

1,313 

994 

1,533 

3,209 

98,255 

Co.  Kerry. 

Caliirciveen  . 

400 

507 

507 

261 

2,895 

1,690 

492 

948 

292 

215 

24,366 

540 

793 

1,167 

987 

2,062 

2,467 

433 

1,556 

739 

428 

24,689 

Killarney 

1,650 

3,358 

3,263 

3,360 

3,997 

10,039 

179 

1,275 

3,2*9 

26 

85,828 

Listowel  . . 

896 

4,126 

4.314 

3,108 

8,513 

6,405 

2,068 

1,932 

4,213 

101 

97,558 

Tralee  . . 

1,910 

1,675 

1,675 

3,996 

4,732 

17,105 

3,346 

1,286 

4,255 

2,581 

113,854 

Co.  Limerick. 

Kilmallock  . 

1,050 

1,801 

1,696 

2,948 

7,129 

14,211 

1,105 

171 

2,697 

1,001 

177,880 

Limerick 

4,503 

4,203 

4,428 

24,400 

27,051 

3,304 

2,230 

3,178 

1,025 

•206,861 

Newcastle  . 

2,6S0 

2,468 

2,309 

6,411 

11,738 

149 

3.46-1 

996 

105,499 

Ratbkeale 

974 

2,296 

2,206 

2,919 

6,805 

14,682 

4,431 

2,091 

3,531 

1,375 

138,337 

Co.  Tipperary. 

Carrick-on-Suir 

960 

1,409 

1,709 

1,399 

3.202 

8,019 

981 

2S6 

1,245 

464 

Cashel  . . 

819 

2,027 

2,027 

2,879 

10,392 

10,731 

1,551 

264 

1,809 

218 

Clogheen 

600 

890 

692 

.1,084 

•2,665 

6,93S 

2,399 

1,840 

954 

62 

G2, 760 

Clonmel  . 

1,600 

757 

757 

1,102 

3,544 

16.SS9 

4,202 

2,478 

1.310 

Nenagh  . . 

1,250 

1,450 

1,450 

3,287 

13,140 

13,925 

1,803 

958 

2,578 

1,123 

119,802 

Roscrea  . . 

1,060 

1,851 

1,735 

417 

9,273 

10,395 

1,516 

141 

638 

Thurles  . . 

960 

2,510 

2,510 

2,434 

13,790 

7,655 

748 

322 

2,539 

29 

103,931 

Tipperary 

1,100 

2,220 

2,220 

2,404 

9,S49 

16,285 

3,990 

2,461 

2,333 

118 

148,326 

Co.  Waterford. 

Dungarvon  . 

700 

1,549 

1,573 

1,413 

3,344 

11,295 

0,891 

6,300 

1,771 

198 

94,591 

690 

1,646 

1,747 

■ 592 

2,134 

6,075 

3,416 

2,997 

467 

1,260 

64,583 

Waterford 

1,670 

1,022 

1,022 

1,840 

4,733 

10,948 

1,925 

1,200 

1,800 

193,771 

Total  of  Munster 

41,219 

80,839 

79,961 

67,657 

273,631. 

395,939 

90,586 

23,667 

55,710 

66,124 

10,172 

24,785 

3,777,103 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

Financial  Return,  January,  1848 — continued. 


PROVINCE  OF  LEINSTER. 


Names  of  Unions 

Total  No 
forwhici 

i Amount  o 
ie  Poor  Kati 

lodged 
f with  tin 
: Treasure: 
during  til 
e Month, 

’ includins 
other  lie 

■ i|  ; , M i 

1 Amount 
r disbursed 
e by  tile 
Treasurer 
[ during  the 
• Month. 

| Amount 
' remaining 

Amount  o 
Poor  Bats 
collected 

. Balance  i 
Treasurs 
at  the 
tlie. 

st  foot  of  thi 
:r’s  Account 
i close  of 
Month. 

Amount 
of  Debts  0 
31st  Jan. 

Net 

Amount 
n remainini 
, to  credit  a 

| Current 

, St 

1 Month 

Beceipls 
during  dis 
Month 

s Beceipls 
during  th 

r 

„ , Net 
'Tl'to*  V,I“e 
’ the  Union. 

1 and  Counties. 

elation  is 
provided 

i during  til 
Montli  ol 
January. 

. at  die  clot 
Montli. 

id  Twelve 
ie  Months 
ended  31s 
Deccmbei 
1847. 

m 

i<lJtho"' 
Balance  i 
Treasurer' 
; hands,  if 

n deduetini 

s die 

' Amount  0 

1 of  tho 
' Month  ol 
■ January. 

, 

Month. 

Column  1 

2 

3 

* 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Co.  Carlow. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Carlow  . . . 

1,400 

1,858 

1,858 

1,907 

5,929 

13,823 

3,778 

2,335 

1,989 

131 

179,037 

Co.  Dublin. 

Balrothery  . 

Dublin,  North  . 
Dublin,  South  . 
Rathdown  . . 

584 
3, BOO 
2,300 
646 

458 

3,989 

1,908 

704 

568 

3,952 

1,908 

629 

406 

2,884 

4,562 

369 

864 

32,355 

10,737 

2,497 

5,886 

31,242 

32,400 

6,663 

407 

1,554 

2,329 

876 

1,*985 

*ic8 

7 

1,260 

639, 

3,685 

3,782 

596 

71 

M74 

*267 

*33 

94,521 

369,745 

569,940 

152,314 

Co.  Kildare. 

Athy  .... 
Celbridge  . . 
Naas  .... 

970 

519 

650 

1,783 

1,105 

2,790 

1,777 

1,105 

2,790 

1,472 

820 

878 

7,442 

5,360 

3,122 

5,229 

2,957 

9,514 

590 

354 

5,914 

801 

170 

4,*641 

1,006 

350 

1,157 

771 

755 

1,633 

102,881 

130,776 

135,232 

Co.  Kilkenny. 

Callan  . . 
Kilkenny 

890 
1,750  i 

2,026  1 
5,389  j 

5 ’402 

1,558 

5,794 

22,112 

7,811 

9,405 

1,560 

539 

6,' 584 

744 

1,228 

2,225 

611 

3,177 

84,103 

241,775 

King’s  County. 

Edenderry  . . 

Tnllamore  . . 

612 

800 

1,220 

532 

3,260 

1,702 

532 

3,260 

1,724 

163 

1,991 

£.1,603 

1,602 

9,027 

3,528 

5,530 

3,945 

8,214 

1,942 

1,750 

386 

1,056 

1,452 

1,334 

284 

700 

1,240 

248 

2,560 

484 

98,634 

109,286 

86,516 

Co.  Longford. 

Granard  . . . 
Longford  . . 

700 

1,094 

744 

794 

744 

794 

556 

765 

13,003 

4,752 

2,755 

8,795 

220 

’934 

2,089 

3,943 

738 

1,380 

*586 

6 

87,209 

124,496 

Co.  Louth. 

Ardee  ... 
Drogheda  . . 
Dundalk  . . . 

970 

941) 

948 

456 

1,891 

355 

456 

1,891 

3S9 

1,049 

1,073 

527 

4,269 

3,318 

2,904 

9,828 

9,476 

6,269 

1,121 

2,404 

138 

No  Be  turn 
121 
655 

850 

1,397 

450 

394 

'*61 

*494 

93,047 

130,604 

100,680 

Co.  Meath. 

Dunshaughlin  . 
Kells .... 

Oldcastle  . . 

Trim  .... 

566 

980 

570 

644 

520 

279 

1,109 

1,601 

744 

306 

1,109 

1,576 

989 

455 

711 

1,133 

1,186 

2,231 

708 

374 

3,339 

7,115 

1,759 

235 

6,201 

6,580 

3,971 

10,497 

4,660 

252 

229 

2)417 

2,450 

*264 

130 

1,574 

1,868 

'812 

1,435 

750 

1,419 

1,281 

1,739 

787 

444 

310 

750 

332 

*295 

118,486 

123,339 

101,527 

79,721 

100,631 

Queen's  County. 

Abbeyleix  . . 
Mountm  thick 

700 

1,644 

1,314 

1,136 

1,354 

1,136 

1,355 

3,791 

6,111 

6,976 

11,280 

1 

23 

1,561 

423 

934 

1,544 

'408 

420 

66,759 

89,914 

Co.  Westmeath. 

Athlone  . . . 
Mullingar 

1,04S 

1,016 

259 

546 

259 

546 

422 

1,038 

2,119 

1,484 

6,379 

7,074 

1,088 

247 

4,223 

1,116 

544 

1,121 

285 

575 

103,078 

190,944 

Co.  Wexford. 

Enniscorthy  . . 

New  Ross:  . . 

Wexford  . . . 

1,039 

660 

1,500 

870 

3,584 

211 

2,084 

1,861 

3,537 

230 

2,084 

1,975 

2,590 

610 

2,873 

502 

9,141 

4,698 

9,635 

8,457 

6,619 

10,022 

8,833 

1,454 

31 

803 

3,513 

*926 

840 

185 

2)929 

2,000 

1,187 

2,157 

502 

*957 

73 

1,537 

l)470 

126,921 

94,001 

109,748 

113,714 

Co.  Wicklow. 

Baltinglass  . • 

Rathdrum  . . 

Shillelagh  . . 

600 

722 

487 

954 

384 

631 

518 

643 

894 

728 

1,084 

1,948 

1,793 

1,707 

5,811 

7,816 

2,577 

756 

1,166 

694 

*253  • 

651 

936 

939 

407 

418 

555 

*236 

90,888 

153,246 

64,485 

Total  of  Leinster  | 

34,159  j 

48,821 

48,716 

46,939  2. 

02,753  2 

93,649 

39,051 

2,533 

30,496 

17,883 

41,943 

8,224 

14,997 

4,624,542 
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PROVINCE  OF  CONNAUGHT. 


Names  of  Unions 
and  Counties. 

Total  No. 

S3=- 

dation  is 
provided 
Union. 

\m  mtaf 
Poor  Rate 
collected 

a; 

January. 

Amount 

Treasurer 
during  the 
Month, 
including 
other  Re- 
ceipts than 
Poor  Rate. 

Amount 
disbursed 
by  the 
Treasurer 
during  the 
Month. 

Amount 
of  Tate 

at  the  close 
of  the 
Month. 

Amount  of 
Poor  Rate 
collected 
in  the 
Twelve 
Months 
ended  31st 
December, 
1847. 

Balance  at  foot  of  the 
Treasurer's  Account 
at  the  close  of 
the  Month. 

Net 

Amount 
of  Debts  on 

deducting 

tile 

3alance  in 
Treasurer’s 
hands,  if 

Net 

Amount 
remaining 
o credit  of 
Unions  on 
31st  Jan., 
deducting 
the 

Amount  of 
Debts. 

■Sr 

Month  of 
January. 

Excess  of 

*asr 

Month 

during  the 
Month. 

Access  of 
dMonthe 

Sr 

Annual  Value 

'3? 

the  Union. 

In  favour 
^ oHjhe 

Against 

the 

Column  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Co.  Galway. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£■ 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

1,120 

3,555 

758 

13,360 

11,683 

7,045 

6,186 

847 

2,708 

151,664 

360 

621 

621 

421 

2,034 

1,001 

210 

564 

600 

21 

1,160 

1,588 

1,882 

1,105 

10,995 

3,796 

1,722 

6,475 

1,431 

451 

850 

117 

122 

883 

3,520 

3,538 

031 

*514 

900 

392 

392 

235 

12,564 

3,534 

218 

1,586 

669 

277 

91,007 

Tuam  . . . 

900 

763 

716 

833 

2,369 

3,703 

16 

4,819 

544 

- 

Co.  Leitrim. 

Carrick-on-Shan-j 

860 

908 

660 

470 

9,245 

3,339 

597 

3,350 

729 

69 

Gl,450 

790 

1,312 

1,312 

1,013 

4,087 

2,013 

90 

1,254 

355 

957 

47,284 

Mohill  . . . 

700 

162 

110 

301 

6,813 

2,411 

368 

3,600 

1,084 

57,77$ 

Co.  Mayo. 

1,554 

2,383 

2,472 

7,610 

5,168 

409 

746 

2,206 

177 

95,774 

800 

2,180 

2,173 

1,908 

10,793 

1,250 

265 

2,779 

2,808 

635 

85,217 

750 

560 

620 

8,306 

1,167 

5,168 

£80 

50,981 

1,000 

202 

204 

9,1-16 

1,575 

2 

1,262 

79 

46,016 

Westport  . . 

750 

1,219 

1,458 

1,388 

6,290 

1,067 

137 

3,498 

975 

*483 

38,876 

Co.  Roscommon. 

744 

302 

203 

325 

13,926 

3,077 

692 

3,577 

304 

101 

81,408 

1,050 

1,446 

1,446 

1,673 

11,402 

5,638 

298 

2,628 

884 

562 

114,349 

Roscommon  . . 

1,040 

412 

30l 

95 

14,068 

3,620 

260 

7,129 

577 

276 

85,873 

Co.  Sligo. 

Sligo.  . . . 

1,800 

2,992 

2,994 

3,053 

22,792 

9,817 

28 

3,394 

2,  C7G 

918 

142,030 

Total  of  Connaught 

17,128 

20,335 

21,153 

16,394 

167,253 

67,379 

11,387 

990 

55,307 

6,186 

18,619 

3,915 

6,449 

1,465,643 

SUMMARY  OF  RETURN  FOR  JANUARY,  1848. 


Ulster  . . . 

Monster  . . 

Leinster  . . 

■Connaught  . . 

36,91S 

41,219 

34,159 

17,12S 

£. 

44,059  | 
SO, 839  [ 
48,821 
20,335  ! 

£. 

44,017 

79,961 

48,716 

21,153 

£. 

29,343 

67,657 

46,939 

16,394 

164,874 

273,631 

•202,753 

167,253 

£. 

213,351 

395,939 

293,649 

67,379 

£. 

35,604 

90,586 

30,651 

11,387 

£.  , 
872 

2,533  ■ 
990 

£. 

26,939 

23,667 

30,496 

55,367 

£. 

20,837 
55,710 
17,883 
6,186  | 

£. 

•24,917 

66,124 

41,943 

18,619 

£. 

3,719 
10,172 
8,224  . 
3,915  j 

£. 

22,858 

24,785 

14,997 

6,449 

£. 

3,320,334 

3,777,112 

4,624,530 

1,465,643 

Total  of  Ireland 
Total  for  previousl 
Month  . . J 

194,054 

168,860 

1 

193,847  j 
173,493  j 

160,338 

126,019 

788,511 
890,639  j 

970,318  | 

177,228 

145,706 

4,395 
8,788  j 

136,469 

156,577 

100,616 

S0,4SS 

151,603 

120,299 

26,030 

18,169 

69,089 

76,924 

113,187,421 

.. 

Amount  of  poor-rate  collected  during  the  month  of  January  

Amount  lodged  with  the  treasurers  during  the  month,  including  other  receipts  than  rate  . . 

Amount  disbursed  by  the  treasurers  during  the  mouth 

Amount  of  rate  remaining  uncollected  at  the  close  of  the  month  ........ 

Balance  at  foot  of  the  treasurers’  accounts,  at  the  close  of  the  month,  in  favour  of  118  Unions 
Balance  at  foot  of  the  treasurers'  accounts,  at  the  close  of  the  mouth,  against  11  Unions  . . 


£. 

. 191,054 
. 193,847 
. 160,333 
. 788,511 
. 177,228 
. 4,395 


The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  debts  of  the  Guardians  to  contractors,  treasurers,  or  others  (exclusive  of  all  loans  obtained  from 
Government,  or  from  private  patties,  simply  for  building  purposes),  on  the  Slst  January,  exceeded  the  amount  of  money  in  the 
treasurers’  hands,  was  76  ; and  the  net  amount  of  the  debts  of  those  Unions,  deducting  the  money  in  their  treasurers  hands,  was  . . 

The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  debts  of  the  Guardians  to  contractors,  treasurersi  or  others  (exclusive  of  all  loans  obtained  from 
Government,  or  from  private  parties  simply  for  building  purposes),  on  the  31st  December,  exceeded  the  amount  of  money  in  the 
treasurers’  hands,  was  83 ; and  the  net  amount  of  the  debts  of  those  Unions,  deducting  the  money  in  their  treasurers’  hands,  was  . 
The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  money  in  the  treasurers’  hands  on  the  31st  January  exceeded  the  debts  of  the  Guardians  was  53 ; and 

the  net  amount  remaining  in  the  hanis  of  the  treasurers  of  those  Unions,  deducting  the  debts,  was 

The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  money  in  the  treasurers’ hands  on  the  31st  December  exceeded  the  debts  of  the  Guardians  was  44; 
and  the  net  amount  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurers  of  those  Unions,  deducting  the  debts,  was 


The  current  expenses  of  the  month  of  January  were  about 

or  £42,451  less  than  the  amount  of  poor-rate  collected  during  the  month. 
The  current  expenses  of  the  month  of  December  were  about.  . • • • • 

or  £48,561  less  than  the  amount  of  poor-rate  collected  during  the  month. 


The  current  expenses 
or  £68,012  more 


of  the  month  of  November  were  about  . . ; . . 

than  the  amount  of  poor-rate  collected  during  the  month. 


£. 

136,469 

156,577 

100,616 

80,488 

151,603 

120,299 

83,672 


Note. — See  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  Sir  D.  Le  Marchant  at  Page  12. 
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PAUPERS  IN  WORKHOUSES. 


SUMMARIES  of  Weekly  Returns  of  the  Numbers  of  Paupers  in  the  Work- 
houses  in  the  several  Provinces  in  Ireland,  and  Fever  Hospitals  connected 
therewith,  in  the  Months  of  December,  1847,  and  January,  1848,  and  in 
the  corresponding  Weeks  in  the  previous  Years  1847,  1846,  and  1845 
respectively ; showing  the  Amount  of  Workhouse  Accommodation,  Num- 
bers of  the  several  Classes  of  Paupers  in  each  Workhouse,  the  Increase  or 
Decrease  thereof  in  each  Week  as  compared  with  the  previous  Week  of 
the  Year,  and  also  with  the  corresponding  Weeks  of  the  previous  Years, 
the  Numbers  of  Fever  Patients,  and  of  Deaths. 


continuation  of  Returns  in  Fourth  Series  of  Poor  Law  Correspondence  of  last  Session.] 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Pauper 


Week  ended  Saturday,  December  4,  1847 


NAMES  OF  PROVINCES. 

Population 

according 

Census 
Of  1841. 

11 

II 

|j 

e 

No.  of 
the 

Work- 

houses 

ginally 

No.  the 
Fever 
Hospitals 

culated 

contain. 

No.  for 
which 

tional 
Accom- 
modation 
has  been 
provided. 

Total 
No.  for 

Province. 

.Able-bodied. 

Sick  in  the 

Workhouse  Huspitals. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

15  Years 
of  Age. 

Fever 

Patients. 

Other 

Total. 

ULSTER  . 

. Sat.  4 Dec.  1847 

43 

28,200 

2,820 

4,969 

35,989 

1,581 

4,204 

5,7S5 

14,775 

, , 5 Dee.  1846 

1,115 

3,058 

4,173 

10,329 

,,  6 Dec,  1845 

424 

1,119 

1,543 

4,300 

. 4 Dee.  1847 

2,435,347 

35 

26,210 

1,SS0 

8,536 

36,626 

3,039 

5,539 

8,578 

15,843 

, , 5 Dee.  1846 

1,595 

3,9)8 

5,513 

13,250 

707 

2,450 

632 

1,515 

2,147 

Leinster  . 

. . , 4 Dec.  1847 

2,006,036 

34 

24  ,*850 

3,266 

5,633 

33,949 

4,708 

6,496 

13,569 

,,  5 Dec.  1S46 

849 

2,843 

3,692 

10,719 

503 

2,904 

490 

1,563 

2,053 

5,S02 

131 

. ,,  4 Dec.  1847 

1,370,753 

14,600 

1,218 

520 

16,333 

1,541 

2,761 

4,302 

7,789 

,,  5 Dec.  1S4G 

.. 

778 

1,989 

2,767 

5,777 

,,  6 Dec.  1845 

■■ 

289 

458 

747 

1,496 

54 

405 

459 

t • i r 

f Sat.  4 Dec.  1817 

8,174,268 

130 

03,860 

9,184 

19,858 

122,902 

7,949 

17,212 

25,161 

51,976 

6,541 

11,266 

4,337 

11,808 

16,145 

40,075 

1,762 

8,084 

1,835 

4,G55 

6,490 

16,454 

337 

4,504 

4,841 

Week  ended  Saturday,  December  II,  1847, 


Ulster  . 

. Sat  11  Dec.  1847 

2,362,132 

43 

2S,200 

2,861 

5,042 

3G,103 

1,776 

4,878 

6,654 

1G, 152 

2,656 

2,530 

— 

,,  12  Dec.  1846 

1,257 

3,531 

4,788 

11,733 

369 

, , 13  Dec.  1845 

Munster  . 

. ,,  11  Dec.  1847 

2,435,347 

35 

26,210 

2,049 

9,350 

37,609 

3,708 

6,440 

10,148 

17,556 

1,0S3 

1,931 

4,751 

6,682 

736 

1,738 

Leinster  . 

24,850 

3,253 

6,241 

34,349 

1,931 

4,993 

6,924 

13,736 

2,170 

,,  12  Dec.  1846 

851 

2,962 

3,813 

11,013 

573 

2,887 

3,460 

, , 13  Dec.  1845 

Connaught 

. 11  Dec.  1847 

1, 370,753 

18 

14,600 

1,228 

520 

16,348 

1,258 

2,484 

, , 12  Dec.  IS4G 

637 

1,695 

2,332 

289 

443 

732 

1,431 

43 

426 

469 

f Sat.  11  Dec.  1847 

8,174,268 

130 

93,860 

9,396 

21,153 

124,409 

8,673 

18,795 

27,468 

54,895 

7,072 

11,927 

18,999 

•• 

4,676 

12,939 

17,615 

43,210 

1,999 

8,800 

10,799 

•• 

1,997 

5,087 

7,084 

17,698 

355 

4,8S3 

5.23S 

Week  ended  Saturday,  December  18, 1847, 


Ulster  . 
Munster 
Leinster 
Connaught 

. Sat.  IS  Dec.  1847 
,,19  Dec.  1846 
, , 20  Dec.  1845 
,,18  Dec.  1847 
, , 19  Dec.  1846 
, , 20  Dec.  1845 
, , IS  Dec.  1847 
,,  19  Dec.  1846 
, , 20  Dec.  1845 
,,  18  Dec.  1847 
,,  19  Dec.  1846 
,,  20  Dec.  1845 

2,362,132 

2,435|347 

2,006)036 

1,370,’753 

43 

35 

34 

18 

28,200 

26)210 

24)850 

14,600 

2,857 

l)899 

3)308 

l)328 

5,456 

9,’820 

6,430 

*720 

36,513 

37,’929 

34)588 

16)648 

1,758 

1,343 

468 

3,394 

1,801 

709 

2,118 

896 

565 

1,354 

711 

286 

4,896 

3,857 

1,283 

6,096 

4,526 

1,636 

5,197 

3,077 

1,678 

2,465 

1,750 

427 

6,654 

5,200 

1,751 

9,490 

6,327 

2,345 

7,315 

3,973 

2,243 

3,819 

2,461 

713 

16,038 

13,208 

4,630 

16,248 

14,638 

5,256 

14,030 

11,230 

6,090 

6,990 

5,265 

1,373 

2,608 

424 

54 

932 

1,065 

117 

2,172 

618 

131 

1,203 

331 

45 

2,665 

2,153 

1.105 
3,756 
2,599 
1,412 
4,080 

3.105 
1,848 
1,530 

983 

403 

5,273 

2,577 

1,159 

4,688 

3,664 

1,529 

6,252 

3,723 

1,979 

2,733 

1,314 

448 

/ Sat.  18  Dec.  1847 

8,174,268 

130 

93,860 

9,392 

22,426 

125,678 

8,624 

18,654 

27,278 

53,306 

6,915 

12,031 

18,946 

4,751 

13,210 

17,961 

44,341 

2,438 

8,840 

11,273 

2,028 

5,024 

7,052 

7,1349 

347 

4,768 

5,115 
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Returns. 


and  corresponding;  Periods  in  1S46  and  1S45. 


Workhouses  in  each  Province. 

T„™„. 

Increase  or 
Decrease  in  Num- 
ber of  Paupers  in 

F<toF 

"alien  ts 
ver  Ho' 

™LTed 

Number  of  Fever 



Tolal 

nJL.„ 

Average 
Weekly 
Cost  of 
Mainte- 

orkhons. 

is!1** 

Patien 

s- 

Total 

in  Work- 
houses 

in  present 
Week, 

Workhouses  in 
present  Year, 

DecreSehiWeek 

No. 

Week 

presen 

No. 
in  the 
pre- 

Week 

of 

presen 

No. 
in  the 
Week 
of 

presen 

No. 

Males 
aged  15 

upwards 

Females 

aged.^15 

Total. 

Work- 

houses. 

ireceding 
Week  of 
present 
Year. 

with  the 
ireceding 
Week  of 
present 

As 

comparer 

with 

1846. 

As 

:i : ; .:v 
with 

1845. 

nance  per 
Head 
exclusive 
of  Cloth- 

ing) 

in  the 
Week 

present 

Year. 

As 

pared 

with 

1346. 

with 

1845. 

Increase 

Decrease 

pre- 

Week 

of 

presea 

Year. 

Increase 

Decrease. 

1,553 
1 ,G45 

2,397 

2,189 

3,950 

3,834 

29,258 

23,181 

1,077 

8,462 

18,884 

s.  d. 
1 64 

37 

35 

37 

2,439 

1,953 

456 

175 

172 

3 

sss 

1,072 

1,960 

8,848 

•2,461 

3,498 

4,121 

5,917 

6,582 

34,801 

28,502 

33,520 

1,284 

5,051 

20, 759 

1 6£ 

1 94 

149 

96 

141 

910 

S34 

76 

1S3 

1G9 

IS 

1,529 

2,002 

3,531 

11,996 

3,326 

2,942 

5,889 

5,237 

31,805 

23,055 

30,872 

933 

8,750 

18,310 

1 4 

217 

13 

204 

217 

2,072 

1,958 

114 

249 

199 

50 

1,996 

3,765 

13,495 

634 

1,062 

16,529 

15,661 

S68 

4,473 

9,182 

"48 

1,085 

35 

113 

10,832 

157 

19S 

355 

3,057 

1 7J 

7,169 

10,283 

17,452 

112,396 

108,234* 

4,162 

26,736 

67,235 

451 

377 

6,541 

5,860 

631 

7.1.1 

627 

95 

74 

8 

4,343 

5,268 

9,611 

37,396 

1 7 1 

and  corresponding  periods  in  1S46  and  1845. 

1,643 

2,596 

4,239 

32,231 

31,036 

1,195 

8,901 

20,494 

: 

44 

34 

183 

46 

1,/3G 

10 

980 

1,159 

2,139 

9,697 

2,572 

3,762 

6,334 

39.079 

37,199 

1,880 

6,132 

24,967 

1 GJ 

146 

1,085 

240 

191 

49 

1,639 

2,184 

3,823 

13,591 

32,732 

2,583 

3,351 

5,934 

31,805 

*927 

9,195 

1,885 

2,170 

98 

249 

10 

2,294 

2,957 

5,251 

23,537 

2,039 

3,S15 

13,877 

1 8J 

658 

1,101 

1,759 

15.586 

15,243 

343 

4,GS4 

8J323 

69 

49 

69 

1,161 

1,039 

26 

441 

588 

1,029 

9,795 

1 9 

140 

189 

329 

2,961 

1 Ti 

7,456 

10,810 

18,266 

119,628 

I15,283t 

4,345 

28,312 

56,169 

477 

463 

S52 

131 

7,175 

10,352 

17,527 

89,151 

4,53o 

5,571 

10,106 

40,126 

1 7J 

14 

and  corresponding  periods  in  1846  and  1845. 


1,617 

2,556 

4,173 

32, 138 

31,773 

365 

6,747 

20,929 

1 Gi 

37 

16 

36 

2,G08 

49 

1,859 

2,547 

1,171 

4,406 

25,391 

2,112 

9,652 

1 7J 

2,395 

3,473 

5,868 

36,294 

3G,0G4 

230 

4,627 

22,598 

1 Of 

180 

66 

214 

2,633 

4,405 

7,038 

31,667 

1 9} 

114 

1,632 

2,161 

3,793 

12,923 

8 

2,611 

6,010 

33.607 

32,732 

S75 

9,171 

19,546 

1 9* 

210 

201 

208 

071 

259 

2,397 

3,113 

5,510 

24,436 

2 0 i 

9 

1,764 

1,985 

3,749 

14,061 

.. 

1 9 

813 

1,131 

1,944 

15,486 

15,287 

199 

4,767 

8,954 

80 

51 

80 

D.  26 

132 

132 

463 

627 

1,090 

10,130 

1 10* 

29 

154 

201 

355 

2,889 

1 9f 

7,436 

10,559 

17,995 

117,525 

115,85GJ 

1,669 

25,312 

72,027 

l "i 

507 

334 

496 

6,915 

D.  92 

031 

832 

7,352 

10,692 

18,014 

91,624 

1 10 

173 

4,491 

5,518 

10,009 

39,525 

1 8* 

11 

and  corresponding  periods  in  1846  and  1845. 


1,639 

2,493 

4,132 

32,632 

32,623 

9 

6,266 

20,SS3 

1 

37 

30 

37 

2,634 

2S1 

62- 

1,811 

2,609 

1 9 

7 

1,199 

2.154 

9,779 

2,320 

3,195 

5,515 

36,975 

37,252 

D.  277 

5,678 

22,830 

i 

202 

73 

188 

25 

2,407 

4,162 

6,659 

31,297 

1 10* 

129 

1,556 

2,097 

3,653 

12,843 

1 104 

14 

2,721 

3,444 

6,165 

34,498 

34,361 

i 37 

9,376 

19,783 

161 

152 

156 

2,  lint 

2,195 

281 

14 

2,407 

3,063 

5,470 

2 2i 

9 

1,856 

2,061 

3,917 

14,715 

5 

753 

1,128 

1,881 

15,205 

15,574 

D.  369 

3,914 

8,625 

1 74 

62 

40 

62 

L,135 

D.  57 

200 

125 

75 

488 

659 

1,147 

9,648 

2 0i 

22 

146 

202 

348 

3,049 

7,433 

10,260 

17,693 

119,310 

119,810^ 

D.  500 

25,234 

72,121 

1 8 

462 

295 

443 

6,742 

6,966 

D.  224 

1,139 

176 

7,203 

10,493 

17,696 

91,547 

1 114 

167 

4,513 

5,559 

10,072 

40,386 

1 10 

19 

J Boyle,  Cahirciveen,  Cashel.  Granard,  Macroom,  Milford,  and  Westport,  are  not  included  in  the  above. 
S The  numbers  for  Clifden,  Lismore,  Neuagh,  and  Westport,  are  not  included  in  the  above. 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Panper 


Week  ended  Saturday,  January  1,  XS48 


NAMES  OF  PROVINCES. 

Population 

according 

Census 
of  1841. 

gj 

It 

|l 

■si 

K S 

Workhouse  Accommodation. 

Number  of  Paup 

rs.  in  the 

No.  of 
the 

Work- 

ginally 
calcu- 
lated to 
contain. 

No.  the 
Hospitals 
culated 
contain. 

No.  fur 

modation 
has  been 
provided. 

Total 
No.  for 
which 

Able-bodied. 

Children 

Sick  in  the 
Workhouse  Hospital. 

Accom- 

Province. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

Fever 

Patients. 

Other 

Total. 

2,302,132 

43 

28,200 

3,017 

5,701 

36,918 

1,963 

4,934 

6,902 

15,983 

2,378 

1,320 

3,906 

5,226 

13,566 

413 

, , 3 Jan.  1846 

505 

1 ,342 

1,847 

4,810 

60 

Munster  . 

2,435,347 

35 

26^210 

1,841 

13,168 

41,219 

3,951 

6,671 

10,622 

16,318 

1,217 

, , 2 Jan.  1847 

1,883 

4,999 

6,882 

16,279 

,,  3 Jan.  184G 

784 

1,687 

2,471 

5,691 

123 

Leinster  . 

. ,,  1J.ui.  1S48 

2,006,036 

34 

24,850 

3,' 524 

5,785 

31,159 

2,124 

5,315 

7,439 

13,845 

, , 2 Jan.  1847 

891 

3,453 

4,344 

■11.491 

665 

3,434 

,,3  Jan.  18-16 

1,645 

2,153 

6,233 

130 

. , , 1 Jan.  1848 

1,370,753 

ib 

14,600 

1.5GS 

960 

17,128 

984 

1,953 

2,937 

6,135 

,,  2Jau.  1817 

549 

1,539 

2,  OSS 

4,824 

,,  3 Jan.  1846 

226 

388 

614 

1,470 

47 

*3112 

439 

T t I r 

[Sat.  1 Jau.  1848 

8,174,268 

130 

03,860 

0,950 

25,614 

129,424 

9,027 

18,873 

27,900 

52,331 

< ,,  2 Jan.  1847 

4,643 

13,897 

18,540 

46,160 

l , , 3 Jan.  1846 

= 

2,026 

5,062 

7,08S 

18,204 

360 

5,700 

7,060 

Week  aided  Saturday,  January  8, 1848, 


Ulster  . 

Sat.  8 Jan.  1848 

2,3G2,132 

43 

28,200 

3,071 

6,667 

37,948 

1,977 

5,262 

7,239 

16,042 

1,236 

4,038 

5,274 

14,105 

469 

477 

1,344 

1,821 

5,020 

Munster 

2,435,347 

3b 

26,210 

1,949 

14,494 

42,653 

4,223 

7,329 

11,552 

17,850 

1,243 

1,772 

5,122 

6,894 

15,885 

1,257 

814 

1,635 

2,449 

5,909 

Leinster 

2,006,036 

34 

24,850 

3,550 

5,109 

33,509 

2,316 

5,610 

7,926 

918 

3,730 

4,648 

12,247 

730 

4,257 

559 

1,776 

CONNAUGHT 

1,370,753 

is 

14,600 

1,508 

1,020 

17,128 

1,220 

2,264 

3,484 

5G3 

1,701 

2,264 

5,175 

. 193 

396 

5S9 

1,448 

166 

400 

566 

f Sat.  8 Jan.  1 S48 

8,174,268 

130 

93,860 

10,078 

27,300 

131,238 

9,736 

20.4G5 

30,201 

54,989 

7,007 

20,933 

4,489 

14,591 

19,080 

47,412 

2,702 

12,939 

15,641 

2,043 

5,151 

7,194 

19,108 

578 

5,761 

6,339 

Week  ended  Saturday,  January  15, 1848, 


Ulster  . . Sat.  13  Jun.  1S48 
,,  16  Jan.  1847 
,,  17  Jan.  1846 
Munster  . . ,,  15  Jau.  1848 

,,  16  Jan.  1847 
,,  17  Jan.  1846 
Leinster.  . ,,  15  Jan.  1848 
,,  16  Jan.  1847 
,,  17  Jan.  1846 
Connaught  . ,,  15  Jan.  1848 
,,  16  Jan.  1847 
,,  17  Jau.  1846 

2,362,132 
2, 435 ,'347 
2, 006  ,*036 
1,370,’ 753 

43 

35 

34 

18 

28,200 
26/210* 
24,850 
14 i 600 

3,317 

2)330 

3,"550 

l)208 

1,795 

6,769 

l)520 

37,904 

46)491 

35,’i69 

17)328 

1,972 

1,144 

489 

4,604 

1,901 

842 

2,030 

769 

507 

1,528 

612 

213 

5,194 

4,018 

1,363 

8,204 

5,508 

1,742 

4,951 

3,103 

1,569 

2,822 

1,908 

7,166 

5,162 

1,852 

12,808 

7,409 

2,534 

6,981 

3,872 

2,076 

4,350 

2,520 

649 

16,350 

14,014 

5,103 

18,581 

16,826 

6,147 

12,405 

10,583 

5,914 

6,940 

5,553 

1,568 

2,747 

61 

926 

1,549 

214 

1,820 

735 

145 

1,064 

270 

150 

2,999 

2,963 

1,209 

4,966 

4,773 

2,069 

4,245 

3,359 

1,876 

1,804 

1,497 

416 

5,746 

3,538 

1,270 

5,892 

6,322 

2,283 

6,065 

4,094 

2,021 

2,868 

1,767 

566 

Total  of  fS...15J„.JM 

8,174,268 

130 

93,860 

10,405 

32,627 

136,892 

10,134 

21,171 

31,305 

54,281 

4,426 

14,537 

18,963 

46,976 

15,721 

— 

===== 

2,051 

5,110 

7,161 

18,732 

570 

5,570 

6,140 

Week  ended  Saturday,  January  22,  1848, 


Ulster  . . Sat.  22  Jan.  184S 
, , 23  Jan.  1847 
,,  24  Jan.  1846 
Mcnster  . . , , 22  Jan.  1848 
,,  23  Jan.  1847 
, , 24  Jan.  1846 
Leinster.  . ,,  22  Jan.  1848 
, , 23  Jan.  1847 
,,  24  Jan.  1846 
Connaught  . ,,22  Jan.  1848 
, , 23  Jan.  1847 
,,  24  Jan.  1846 

...  „<•  f Sat-  22  Jan.  1848 
° < ,,23  Jan.  1847 

l ,,  24  Jan.  1846 

2,362,132 

2,435)347 

2,006,"036 

1,370)753 

43 

35 

18 

28,200 
26)210 
24,' 850 
14,600 

3,057 

2)425 

*• 

3,843 

l)498 

7 

18 

9 

1 

727 

461 

166 

580 

38,984 

47)o96 

37)859 

17)678 

2,003 

1,178 

497 

4,875 

1.837 

868 

2,569 

956 

596 

1,407 

585 

206 

5,186 

4,014 

1,351 

8.786 
5,545 

1.787 
5,919 
3,885 
1,837 
2,578 
1,752 

*406 

7,189 

5,192 

1,848 

13,661 

7,382 

2,655 

4)835 

2,433 

3,985 

2,337 

610 

16,132 

13,961 

5,191 

1,863 

16,878 

6,252 

14,119 

12,538 

6,911 

6,262 

4,922 

1,384 

2,714 

683 

71 

905 

1,718 

244 

2,085 

1,026 

143 

926 

281 

147 

2,998 

3,123 

1,206 

5,263 

4,844 

2,128 

4,672 

3,640 

2,139 

1,984 

1,552 

377 

3,712 

3,806 

1,277 

6,168 

G,562 

2,372 

6,757 

4,666 

2,282 

2,910 

1,833 

524 

8,174,268 

130 

93,860 

10,823 

36 

934 

141,617 

10,854 
4,550 
2, 167 

22,469 

15,196 

5,379 

33,323 

19,746 

7,546 

55,176 

48,299 

6,630 

3.708 

605 

14,917 
13, 159 
5,850 

21,547 

16,807 

6,455 

* The  numbers  for  Castlebar,  Gort,  Lismore,  and  Westport,  are  not  included  in  the  above. 

T The  numbers  for  Ba.Iycastle,  Castlebar,  Drogheda,  Gleaties,  Kells,  Kilkenny,  Lismore,  Rathdown,  and  Westport  are  not  included. 
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and  corresponding  Periods  of  1847  and  1846. 


~iw 

pm  need 

— 

Total 

Decrease  in  Num- 
ber of  Paupers  in 

Weekly 

Mainte- 

tnra 

Forkhou-, 

c"“‘ 

p“" 

s. 

in  Work- 

Iner 

No. 

of  IMIS. 

xVo. 

in  the 

No. 

upwards 

aged  15 
upwards. 

Total. 

Work- 

houses. 

ireceding 
Week  of 
present 
Year. 

with  the 
ireceding 
Week  of 
preseut 

As 

comparer; 

1847. 

As 

compared 

1846. 

Head 
[exclusive 
of  Cloth- 
ing.) 

Week 

Year. 

As 

pared 

As 

pared 

with 

in  the 
Week 

iresent 

Year. 

Week 

of 

present 

Increase 

Decrease 

in  the 
Week 
of 

PYea" 

pre- 

Week 

of 

Increase 

Year. 

Year. 

1,583 

1,838 

2,’ 638 

4,022 

4,476 

31,997 

26,20-2 

31,548 

449 

5,795 

20,933 

j.  d. 
1 6 

58 

57 

57 

2,378 

2,373 

5 

337 

321 

16 

1,233 

2.208 

10,141 

2,4S0 

2,305 

3,354 

3,529 

5,834 

5,834 

38,350 

33,733 

37,487 

863 

4,617 

24,219 

1 6* 

197 

134 

63 

175 

1,2)7 

1,090 

127 

3S2 

315 

*67 

1,375 

3,249 

13,617 

2,508 

2,304 

3,363 

2,794 

5,961 

5,188 

33,904 

25,122 

33,748 

156 

8,782 

19,192 

5 !* 

179 

163 

174 

2,  iii 

2,083 

53 

420 

292 

123 

1,832 

2,152 

3,984 

14,512 

678 

4G5 

927 

579 

1,605 

1,044 

13,317 

13,832 

D.  515 

3,309 

7,230 

1 Of 

30 

26 

"30 

902 

883 

19 

223 

1SS 

*35 

184 

184 

368 

2,891 

.. 

1 7J 

7,339 

10,083 

17,422 

117,568 

116,615 

1,468 

22,503 

71,774 

6,434 

204 

1,302 

1,116 

246 

94,611 

4,3G6 

5,443 

9,809 

41,161 

28 

and  corresponding  periods  in  1847  and  1846. 


1,709 

2,633 

4,347 

33,609  1 

| 32,903 

706 

6,154 

23,528 

1 6 

29 

11 

28 

2,747 

■2,695 

52 

283 

352 

D.  69 

1,934 

2,807 

4,741 

27,455 

1 9| 

18 

1,091 

1,347 

2,438 

10,663 

1 7+  ! 

1 

2,760 

3,750 

6,510  : 

43,796 

1 41 ] 668 

2!  128 

5*979 

27  ,*972 

1 ef 

183 

164 

926 

1,243 

D.317 

444 

438 

6 

2,833 

4,422 

7,260 

37,817 

1 ii| 

183  . 

1,746 

2,134 

3,880 

14,894 

1 8 

19  I 

2,712 

3,310 

0,0-22 

31,473 

30*649 

*824 

7*865 

17^666 

1 9} 

184 

1*70 

iso 

1,820 

1,82-2 

D.  2 

362 

D.’  9 

2,219 

2,840 

5,059 

23,608 

2 U 

14 

1,741 

2,055 

3,796 

13,807 

1 8* 

4 

633 

935 

1,568 

15,726 

14^997 

*729  1 

4*ioo 

9^260 

1 6f 

2 1 

73 

68 

*70 

1,064 

967 

"*97 

259 

303 

- D.44 

599 

737 

1,336 

11,176 

.. 

5 

- 220 

214 

434 

3,217 

1 8* 

3 

7,814 

10,633 

18,447 

124,604 

120,217f 

4,387 

24,188 

78,426 

1 7i 

469 

249 

442 

6,657 

6,727 

D.  170 

1,343  ; 

1,464 

D.  116  . 

7,590 

10,806 

18,396 

100,056 

.. 

2 0 

220 

••  1 

4,798 

5,750 

10,548 

42,581 

•* 

1 8 

27 

and  corresponding  periods  of  1847  and  1846. 


1,700 

2,600 

4,300 

33,333 

32,335 

978 

5,754 

22,230 

1 6 

27 

D.  35 

20 

2,714 

.,  cm 

16 

309 

273 

35 

1,919 

2,701 

4,620 

27,579 

62 

1,085 

1,378 

2,463 

10,779 

7 

3,003 

3,674 

6,682 

45,174 

43,796 

J,37S 

7,122 

•29,924 

231 

9 

194 

905 

926 

D.  21 

3SS 

444 

D.  46 

2,757 

4,473 

7,230 

38,052 

1 Ilf 

1 ,832 

2,139 

3,971 

15,250 

1 8 

37 

2,894 

3.616 

6,570 

35.874 

35,108 

766 

8,200 

20, OSS 

1 9f 

188 

14] 

186 

2,085 

2,175 

D.  90 

347 

406 

D.  59 

2,500 

3,135 

5,635 

27,474 

2 2 

47 

2,243 

4,160 

15,786 

1 y 

572 

831 

1,403 

14,560 

14,257 

*303 

3,949 

8,224 

44 

31 

44 

926 

947 

D.  21 

255 

230 

•25 

5-23 

666 

1,189 

10,281 

13 

184 

184 

368 

2,886 

1 7f 

8,174 

10,721 

18,895 

128,941 

125.516J 

3,425 

25,025 

60,466 

490 

146 

444 

6,630 

6,746 

D.  116 

1,309 

1,353 

D.  44 

7,699 

10,975 

18,674 

103,586 

•• 

2 0 

344 

5,018 

5,944 

10,962 

44,701 

1 S 

46 

" 

| The  numbers  for  Ballycastle,  Castlebar,  Clogher,  Glenties,  Kells,  liUwtherstown.Lismore,  Manorhamilton,MohiU,  aud  Westport  are  not  included  in  the  above. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


680 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Pauper 


Week  ended  Saturday,  January  29,  1848, 


NAMES  OF  PROVINCES. 

Population 

according 

on841. 

g 3 

II 

if 

Workliouse  Accommodation. 

Number  of  Paupers  in  the 

* 

No.  of 

the 

Work- 

houses 

ginally 

latedto 

No.  the 
Fever 
Hospital 

culated 

contain. 

No.  for 
which 

Accom- 

modation 

provided 

Total 
No.  for 

Accom- 

modation 

videddn 

Province 

Able-bodied.' 

Sick  in  the 

Workhouse  Hospitals. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

^under" 
15  Years 
of  Age. 

Patients. 

Other 

Total. 

,ISTK 

. Sat.  20  Jan.  1848 

2,362,132 

43 

28,200 

3,127 

8,25$ 

39,583 

1,697 

4,416 

6,113 

14,264 

2,011 

2,703 

1,029 

3,359 

12,353 

548 

2,705 

, 31  .Ian.  184G 

411 

1,110 

1,521 

4,483 

63 

1,051 

2,435,347 

35 

2C.210 

2,2S5 

20,327 

48^822 

5,197 

9,312 

14,509 

19,209 

1,003 

5,475 

, 30  Jan.  1847 

1,885 

5 ,626 

7,511 

16,703 

2,000 

4,787 

898 

1,843 

2,741 

6,380 

264 

2,177 

Leinster  . 

2,006,036 

34 

24,850 

3,647 

10,388 

38,885 

2,362 

5,674 

8,036 

13, 172 

1,922 

, 30  Jan.  1847 

877 

3,727 

4,604 

12,315 

855 

3,673 

548 

1,718 

2,266 

6,606 

142 

2,080 

2,222 

Connaught 

,370,753 

IS 

14, GOO 

M58 

1,670 

17,728 

1,364 

2,615 

3,979 

6,236 

1,015 

1,903 

2,918 

582 

1,697 

2,279 

4,984 

368 

1,472 

211 

398 

609 

1,466 

70 

385 

455 

f Sat.  29  Jan.  1848 

8,174,268 

30 

93,860 

10,517 

40,641 

145,018 

10,6-20 

22,017 

32,637 

52,881 

5,951 

4,373 

14,409 

18,782 

46,355 

3,771 

12,637 

2,068 

5,069 

7,137 

18,935 

539 

5,693 

6,232 

* The  numbers  for  Armagh,  Ballina,  Ballycastle,  Castlebar,  Cavan,  Clogher,  Clones,  linnerskillen, 
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AND  STATE  OF  THE  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  6S1 


■Returns — continued. 

and  corresponding  Periods  of  1847  and  1846. 


Workhouses  in  each  Province. 


All  other  Classes. 

aged  15 
andj 

upwards. 

Females 
aged  15 

upwards. 

Total. 

1,615 

2,400 

4,015 

1,769 

2,558 

4,327 

994 

1,258 

2,252 

2,871 

3,669 

6,540 

2,910 

4,577 

7,487 

1,85S 

2,167 

4,025 

2,867 

3,428 

6,295 

2,446 

3,154 

5,600 

1,917 

2,296 

4,213 

620 

916 

1,536 

552 

751. 

1,303 

204 

199 

403 

7,973 

10,413 

18,386 

7,677 

11,040 

18,717 

4,973 

5,920 

10,893 

29,106 

24,321 

9,370 

46,736 

33,488 

15,587 

34,119 

27,047 

15,307 

14.669 

10,406 

2,933 


Total 
Number' 
in  Work- 
houses 


Increase 

Decrease 
in  present 
Week, 

Increase  or 
Decrease  in  Num- 
ber of  Paupers  iu 
Workhouses  in 
present  Year, 

Average 
Weekly 
Cost  of 
JIainte- 

with  the 
preceding 
Week  of 
present 

As 

1847. 

As 

7846. 

Head 
if  Cloth- 
es)- 

590 

735 

19,419 

s.  cl. 
1 6 

1 

1,562 

3 

24S 

29^980 

l of 

2 0 

18,812 

i 4 

? ;? 

D.  14 

3 

989 

8,443 

2 ii 
1 8 

2,395 

24 

094 

76,654 

‘ ;{ 

1 8J 

Glenties,  Nells,  Kilkenny,  Lismore,  Lowtherstown,  and  Westport,  a 


Week 

present 


Fever  Patients  remnvec 
to  Fever  Hospitals 
unconnected  with 


pared  p 
with  : 
1S46. 


Week 
it  of 
. present! 


Increase  ' 
Decrease. 


: ?re'  : 
I Week  L 


i 2,011  i 
I 1,003 


i 1,891 
1,035 


t included  in  the  above. 
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PAPERS 


RELATING  TO 

PROCEEDINGS  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  DISTRESS, 

AND 

STATE  OF  UNIONS  AND  WORKHOUSES,  . 

IN  IRELAND. 

SIXTH  SERIES.— 1848. 


MISCELLANEOUS.  Miscellaneous. 


Mr.  Haly,  Chairman  of  the  British  Association,  to  Mr.  Trevelyan  : 
March  17,  1848. 

I beg  to  send  you  a copy  of  a tabular  statement  which  has  been  prepared 
and  forwarded  to  me  by  Count  Strzelecki,  respecting  the  children  receiving 
relief  in  the  western  Unions. 

By  this  return  you  will  see  that  the  number  of  children  in  receipt  of  daily 
rations  amounted,  on  the  1st  instant,  to  176,304,  of  which, 

78,465  were  relieved  at  Roman  Catholic  schools. 

66,616  were  relieved  at  National  schools. 

26,300  were  relieved  at  Church  schools. 

2.260  were  relieved  at  Presbyterian  schools. 

1.260  were  relieved  at  Baptist  schools. 

1,056  were  relieved  at  Wesleyan  schools. 

In  my  last  letter  to  you  upon  the  subject,  I said  I calculated  that  the  num- 
ber of  children  receiving  relief,  then  amounting  to  150,000,  could  not  be  much 
increased,  it  appears  that  it  has  been  increased  by  nearly  30,000.  The  Com- 
mittee has,  however,  now  issued  an  order  limiting  the  number  of  children  on 
our  relief  roll  to  the  present  estimate. 

The  period  must  arrive  when  the  exhaustion  of  the  fund  will  preclude  fur- 
ther relief  from  this  Association,  and  it  is  thought  necessary,  in  bringing  to  a 
close  this  very  extensive  relief  system,  that  the  committee  should  act  with 
foresight  and  caution. 

This  order  may,  therefore,  be  considered  as  a preparatory  step  to  those 
measures  of  actual  restriction  in  the  number  of  children  receiving  relief  which 
will  soon  be  necessary. 

Might  I ask  that  this  tabular  statement  may  be  submitted  to  Sir  George 
Grey  for  his  information  ? 


B 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


2 PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Tabular  Statement  showing  the  Number  and  different  Denominations  of  Schools  which  have  obtained  Assistance  from  the 
Funds  of  the  British  Relief  Association  in  each  of  the  following  Unions,  the  Number  of  Children  attending  such  Schools  to 
whom  Rations  are  issued,  distinguishing  the  Male  and  Female,  and  the  Number  of  Children  receiving  Rations  independent 
of  Schools  on  the  1st  March,  1848. 


al  Schools. 

Schools  under  the  direction  of  the 
Established  Church. 

Presbyterian  Schools. 

Baptist  Schools. 

Unions. 

Number  of  Children. 

|| 

Number  of  Children. 

Jl 

Number  of  Children. 

li 

Number  of  Children. 

Z™ 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Ballina  .... 

27 

1,750 

1,617 

3,367 

22 

761 

799 

1,560 

14 

591 

729 

1,320 

10 

457 

320 

Belmullet  . . . 

M 

837 

610 

5 

Ballinrobe  . 

4 

463 

339 

4 

336 

621 

Ballyshannon  . 

29 

2,096 

1,986 

4,082 

11 

412 

413 

825 

870 

888 

1,758 

16 

585 

549 

1,134 

Boyle  .... 

43 

1,960 

1,050 

3,010 

15 

600 

450 

1,050 

Caherciveen 

13 

1,420 

1,520 

2,940 

3 

230 

450 

Currick-on-Shannon 

32 

1,120 

1,120 

2,240 

19 

665 

1,330 

Castlebar  . 

8 

597 

477 

1,074 

222 

Castlerea 

17 

1,728 

840 

2,568 

15 

721 

1,429 

Clifden  .... 

3 

218 

223 

411 

9 

509 

665 

1,174 

Donegal  . . . 

13 

573 

491 

1,064 

50 

1,170 

1,643 

2,813 

Galway  .... 

12 

1,735 

1,512 

3,247 

5 

102 

Glenties 

55 

2,425 

1,918 

15 

632 

Kenmare 

461 

399 

860 

4 

16 

1.265 

1,397 

2,662 

8 

147 

155 

15 

1,917 

1,703 

3,620 

2 

50 

34 

Milford  .... 

18 

GUI 

545 

1,146 

12 

379 

285 

664 

-2 

■ 

Mohill  . . , . 

598 

494 

1,092 

13 

254 

4 

361 

337 

698 

5 

222 

188 

Skibbereen  . . . 

47 

5,183 

5,414 

10,597 

49 

1,485 

Sligo  .... 

30 

2,596 

2,596 

5,192 

34 

2,  U40 

2,040 

4,080 

Swineford  . . . 

20 

1,798 

1,832 

Tralee  and  Dingle  . 

l.i 

1,081 

1,205 

2,28G 

21 

624 

517 

1,141 

Westport  . . . 

1,340 

1,110 

2,450 

11 

37G 

280 

656 

1 

20 

20 

40 

Total  . . 

438 

34,993 

31,623 

66,616 

353 

13,052 

13,248 

26,300 

24 

1,002 

1,258 

2,260 

16 

711 

586 

1,297 

Number  of  Childre 


Mole.  Female.  Total. 


Roman  Catholic  Schools. 


Number  of  Children. 


I Number  of  Children  | 
receiving  Rations 
independent  of 
Schools. 


Total  Number  of 


Male.  Female.  Total. 


Ballina  . 
Belmullet  . 
Ballinrobe 
Bally.thannon  . 
Bantry  . . 

Boyle  . . 

Caherciveen 
Carrick-on-Shanno 
Castlebar  . 
Castlvrea 
Clifden  . . 

Donegal 
Galway  . . 

Glenties . 

Kenmare 
Kilrush  . . 

Lis  towel  . 
Milford  . . 

Moliill  . . 

Roscommon 

Skibbereen  • 

Sligo  . . 

Swineford  . 

Tralee  and  Dingle 
Westport  . 

Total 


1,8* 

3,798 

1,363 


4,015 

2,644 

7,594 


3,776  | 

2,636 

6,986 


8,005 

1,530 

5,000 

3,827 

5,954 


1,709 

3,053 

1,135 

269 

1,291 

1 * 348 


2,436 

2,930 


7,791 

5,2t>0 

14,580 

896 

4,620 

I 78,465 
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Sir  R.  I.  Rooth  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  26,  1848.  IWtan. 

I HATE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  a statement  of  the  provisions  now  in  depot  at  the  Custom-house 
and  received  from  the  United  States  for  gratuitous  distribution;  and  I rcquestyou 
will  have  the  goodness  to  convey  to  me  the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners 
fox-  its  appropriation. 

I beg  to  observe  to  you  that  I must  be  prepared  to  render  an  account  of  this 
appropriation  to  the  donors. 

Probably  the  part  of  Kilrush  to  which  the  whole  of  the  supply  can  easily  be 
forwarded,  might  be  a central  and  convenient  locality  for  its  distribution.  It  is 
now  ready  for  shipment. 


Enclosure  in  foregoing. 

Statement  showing  the  Quantity  of  Provisions  received  and  remaining  in  Charge  at  the  Dublin  Depot  for  Gratuitous 

Distribution. 


, Indian  Corn. 

| Wheat. 

Flour. 

Beans. 

Date. 

Vessel. 

Shippers. 

J 

£ 

<5 

O’ 

i 

j 

3 

O’ 

3 

4 

O 

O 

g 

O’ 

'3 

4 

C 

n 

c 

Qiiurters.| 

5 

1847. 
Aug.  10 

Balliuasloe  j 

Twiname&Co.  ^ 

Lbs. 

| 90  at  280| 

91 

11 

6 

1 

Diamond  . 

1 167  at  280  j 

168 

20 

19 

2 

Aug.  20 

Diamond  . 

,, 

/213  at  2801 

214 

26  , 

14 

1 

Oct.  1 

Emerald  . 

, , 

| 73  at  280| 

74 

9 

5 

Oct.  11 

Roscommon 

f 3 at  280) 
1 1 at  102/ 

{12?:;  2843} 

4 

8 

1 

Queen.  . 

121 

15 

1 

. 

1848. 
Feb.  4 

Britannia  . 

„ 

/ 34  at  280) 
1 1 at  230/ 

55 

6 

17 

26 

1847. 
Oct.  11 

Roscommon 

37 

3 

4 

3 

-1 

-3  ! 

3 

17 

727  ! 

90 

11 

; 1 

37 

3 

4 

_1 

_! 

25 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 | 

3 

17 

Commissariat  Custom  House , (Signed)  Henry  M.  Purcell. 

Dublin,  2 6th  February , 1848. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  28,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  26th  instant,  in  which  you  request  the  Commissioners’  recommenda- 
tion as  to  the  appropriation  of  the  provisions  which  have  been  received  from  the 
United  States  for  gratuitous  distribution,  and  I am  to  express  the  thanks  of  the 
Commissioners  for  your  offer.  I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commis- 
sioners deem  it  desirable  that  the  provisions  should  be  sent  to  Dingle  for  the  use  of 
Dingle  Union. 

Dingle  is  a district  with  the  poverty  of  which  you  must  be  well  acquainted ; for 
reasons  of  general  convenience,  it  has  lately  been  detached  from  Tralee  Union,  and 
formed  into  a separate  Union.  But  during  the  present  season  it  will  undoubtedly 
require  assistance  to  a considerable  extent ; and  the  Commissioners  think  that  the 
food  placed  at  your  disposal  cannot  be  consumed  more  beneficially  than  in  alle- 
viating the  distress  at  Dingle. 

The  Commissioners  would  wish  that  the  food  should  be  put  at  the  disposal  of 
Sir  T.  Ross,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Guardians,  subject  to  the  regulations  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners. 


B 2 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Miscellaneous. 

CIRCULARS  of  INSTRUCTIONS  to  BOARDS  of  GUARDIANS  and  POOR  LAW 
INSPECTORS,  issued  by  the  COMMISSIONERS. 


Application  of  Balances  of  Sums  advanced  by  the  Relief  Commissioners 
on  the  Credit  of  the  Poor-rates. 

. Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin , 
Sir,  February  17,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  forward  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  a list  of  balances  left  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurers  of  Relief  Com- 
mittees at  the  expiration  of  the  Temporary  Relief  Act ; and  in  reference  thereto, 
the  Commissioners  desire  to  state,  that  by  authority  of  the  Relief  Commissioners, 
conveyed  in  Circular  32,  from  their  Accountant,  it  appears,  that  the  Relief  Com- 
mittees were  empowered  to  expend  the  balances  under  the  control  of  the  Finance 
Committee  of  the  Union;  also,  that  by  the  Act  10  Viet.  cap.  22,  sec.  15,  such 
balances  are  applicable  to  the  support  of  any  temporary  fever  hospitals  under  the 
management  of  Committees ; and  they  are  further  applicable  for  defraying  the 
expense  which  such  Committees  incur  in  providing  coffins  pursuant  to  that  Act. 

When  any  Relief  Committee  shall  not  have  acted  on  the  authority  so  conveyed 
by  Circular  32,  referred  to,  such  portion  of  the  balance  as  may  consist  of  advances 
from  the  Relief  Commissioners  on  the  credit  of  the  rates  should  be  handed  over  to 
the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Union,  pursuant  to  the  Relief  Commissioners’ 
Finance  Circular  26,  for  the  use  of  the  electoral  division  for  which  the  advances  were 
made ; and  the  remainder  may  be  expended  at  the  discretion  of  the  Committee. 

By  Order  of  the  Commissioners, 

To  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

The  Clerk  of  each  Union. 


Use  of  Cooked  in  preference  to  Uncooked  Food,  in  administering  Relief. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin r 
SiR>  February  19,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith,  for  the 
information  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  an  extract  from  a report  of  M r.  Bromley, 
Accountant  to  the  Relief  Commission,  in  which  the  advantages  of  cooked  over 
uncooked  food,  in  administering  relief,  are  pointed  out. 

As  the  statements  contained  in  the  report,  from  which  the  enclosed  extract  is 
taken,  are  founded  on  the  replies  received  from  nearly  2000  Relief  Committees,  the 
Commissioners  think  that  the  testimony  afforded  by  it  to  the  advantages  of  cooked 
food,  must  be  considered  as  entitled  to  particular  attention. 

By  Order  of  the  Commissioners, 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

Ext  B act  referred  to. 


Advantage  of  Cooked  Food. 

The  almost  universal  opinion  given  by  the  Committees  is  in  favour  of  cooked  food  in 
preference  to  raw  meal ; a strong  feeling  was  at  first  excited  against  its  adoption  in  most  parts 
of  Ireland,  not  so  much  from  the  destitute  as  from  members  of  Committees,  chiefly  as 
reported, " that  they  might  be  relieved  from  trouble.” 

The  result,  however,  has  proved  its  great  advantage;  diarrhcea  and  dysentery  were  stayed, 
by  it,  and  a great  improvement  was  rapidly  manifested,  through  its  agency,  in  the  general 
appearance  of  the  people.  It  was  found  to  be  the  most  nutritious,  the  best  test  of  destitution 
and  the  most  economical.  ’ 

The  saving  of  fuel  to  the  people  was  a great  desideratum— for  that  reason  alone  it  was  much 
preferred  to  the  "steeped  meal,”  in  which  state  it  was  required  to  be  issued,  if  not  cooked  to 
prevent,  if  possible,  its  sale.  The  really  destitute  very  soon  became  sensible  of  its  benefits  to 
them  ; and  many  persons  whose  names  were  on  the  Relief  Lists,  did  not  apply  and  take  their 
rations,  because  they  did  not  consist  of  raw  meal. 

In  one  Union,  Dunfanaghy,  the  medical  men  reported  that  the  people  were  never  so  healthy 
as  since  the  use  of  cooked  food.  J 

. usual  proportion  for  the  one  pound  weight  of  raw  or  uncooked  ration,  was  one-third 
rice,  and  two-thirds  Indian  meal,  which  being  cooked  with  water,  as  “ stirabout,”  swelled  into 
a ration  from  three  to  five  pounds  in  weight,  which  mixture  was  pronounced  as  beneficial  to 
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Notwithstanding  all  these  advantages,  strange  to  say,  that  in  many  Unions,  cooked  food  was 
not  generally  adopted,  until  the  issue  of  a peremptory  order  for  its  use ; and  the  Government 
Inspector  had  even  been  subject  to  threats  of  personal  violence  and  conflict  with  members  of 
Committees,  in  urging  its  adoption. 

The  soup  originally  issued,  before  the  “stirabout”  was  brought  into  use,  is  reported  to  have 
been  highly  obnoxious  to  the  people ; and  in  Clare  it  was  found  necessary  to  discontinue  it. 

Tt  is  now  admitted  that,  had  the  system  of  cooked  food  been  generally  adopted  at  first,  much 
expense  would  have  been  saved ; and  it  is  strongly  urged  as  the  means  of  out-door  relief  on 
any  future  occasion. 

In  one  Union,  Macroom,  a Committee  reports,  “that  they  were  indisposed  to  the  Relief 
Act  before  it  came  into  operation,  but  have  now  great  satisfaction  in  bearing  testimony  to  its 
efficiency  and  economy;  had  they  not  witnessed  it  themselves,  they  could  scarcely  have 
conceived  it  possible  that  such  a change  for  the  better  could  have  been  brought  about  in  the 
health  and  appearance  of  the  poor  in  so  short  a time,  and  at  comparatively  so  small  an 
expense.” 

The  strength  of  the  labouring  man  does  not  appear  to  have  been  reduced,  as  the  usual 
agricultural  labour  task  has  lately  been  performed  with  the  usual  spirit  and  ability.  In  conse- 
quence, also,  from  the  use  of  cooked  food,  it  is  reported  that  fever  has  been  less  fatal,  and 
dysentery  has  disappeared. 

Robinson’s  Steam  Cooking  Apparatus  appears  to  have  effected  a great  saving  of  fuel,  and 
succeeded  admirably. 

The  women  and  children  in  particular  much  preferred  cooked  food,  for  it  invariably  secured 
to  them  their  rations ; not  giving  to  a selfish  husband  or  father  the  power  of  selling  it,  as  was 
too  often  the  case  with  raw  meal. 


Care  and  Treatment  of  Idiots  and  Lunatics  in  the  Workhouses  in  Ireland. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
SiR,  February  25,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a copy  of 
a communication  which  they  have  received  from  Dr.  Nugent,  Inspector-General  of 
..Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland,  relating  to  the  arrangements  for  the  care  and 
treatment  ot  idiots  and  lunatics  in  the  workhouses  in  Ireland ; together  with 
observations  by  Dr.  Phelan,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  upon  the  subject  of  Dr.  Nugent’s 
suggestions. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  pay  special  attention  to  this  department 
of  any  workhouse  under  your  charge ; and  will  see  that  damages  to  the  surface  of 
the  floors,  and  defects  of  ventilation,  are  remedied  ; also  that  you  will  insist  on  the 
most  regular  and  punctual  attention  being  paid  by  the  attendants  to  the  renewal 
of  the  bedding,  and  to  other  means  of  cleanliness. 

The  medical  officer’s  views,  both  as  to  diet  and  dress  in  individual  cases,  should 
he  obtained,  to  guide  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  the  management  of  this  depart- 
ment of  the  workhouse. 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 

To  each  Permanent  and  Temporary  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Enclosures. 

Dr.  Nugent’s  Communication  referred  to  iu  the  foregoing. 

Dublin  Castle,  Lunatic  Asylum  Office, 

Gentlemen,  January  14,  1848. 

Having  in  the  course  of  the  last  10  months  inspected  upwards  of  70  Union  work- 
houses,  particularly  in  the  southern  and  eastern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  into  the  state  of  the  idiots  contained  in  them,  I would  respectfully  direct  your  atten- 
tion to  the  propriety  of  making  some  alterations,  which,  at  a very  trifling  expense,  would,  I 
believe,  tend  much  to  the  comforts  of  the  unhappy  class  in  question.  In  the  present  dis- 
organized state  of  some  Unions,  beings  naturally  improvident,  of  themselves,  demand  from 
others  a particular  regard  to  their  social  wants.  In  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  I have 
constantly  represented  to  the  masters,  or  noted  for  the  respective  Boards,  the  claims  which  the 
idiotic  had  on  their  benevolence, — in  many  places,  as  at  Clonmel,  Bandon,  Limerick,  Ban- 
bridge,  &c.,  &c.,  I observed,  not  alone  a desire  to  carry  out  original  good  intentions,  but 
equally  to  adopt  suggestions ; whilst  in  others,  I could  not  but  regret,  an  almost  total  negleet 
of  the  idiot  class.  To  gentlemen  so  thoroughly  cognizant  of  the  character  and  division  of 
apartments  in  Union  workhouses,  I shall  only  remark,  that  those  immediately  intended  for 
idiots  require  every  facility  for  cleanliness,  ventilation,  and  dryness ; and  as  in  the  majority  of 
them,  I found  the  ground  flooring  very  had,  made  of  mortar  or  composition,  and  worn  into 
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large  irregular  hollows,  (during  wet  weather  particularly  objectionable,)  I would  propose  a 
substitute  flagging  in  the  corridors,  and  in  the  sleeping  cells  the  same  material ; or,  if  possible, 
tiles,  such  as  are  used  at  the  Hardwicke  institution.  Both  equally  admit  of  being  washed 
daily.  A timber  floor  has,  no  doubt,  some  advantages,  particularly  as  to  warmth ; but  when 
on  a level,  and  opening  into  yards,  it  soon  gets  crusted  with  mud,  absorbs  wet,  and  retains  foul 
odours.  Nothing  can  be  more  disagreeable  than  the  pent  up  effluvia  escaping  from  lunatics  or 
idiots  ; and  as  the  latter  are  very  often  of  filthy  habits,  too  much  attention  cannot  be  paid  to 
their  cleanliness.  I would  then,  in  bad  cases,  do  away  altogether  with  the  use  of  straw  as 
bedding,  for  unless  changed  every  morning,  it  becomes  so  saturated  with  disgusting  deposits  as 
to  be  utterly  insupportable,  and  a nidus  of  disease.  I would  advocate  in  place  of  straw,  (as 
originally  employed  at  the  Hanwell  and  Gloucester,  and  at  present  in  some  of  our  own 
asylums,)  moveable  wooden  frames,  with  strong  canvas  nailed  to  them,  (parallelograms  from 
5 to  6 feet  in  length,  and  about  30  inches  wide) ; when  wetted  or  soiled,  the  frame  can  be 
• removed,  and  the  canvas  well  pumped  on  and  mopped,  an  hour  or  two  in  the  open  air  beino- 
sufficient  to  dry  it.  A single  change  would  last  an  individual  nearly  a year,  and  at  far  less 
expense  than  the  constant  change  of  straw.  A great  advantage  of  the  frame  is  derived  from 
the  ease  it  affords  to  epileptic  cases,  as  dependent  simply  on  the  height  of  its  support,  if.  admits 
of  being  lowered  to  within  any  distance  from  the  floor.  With  regard  to  the  clothing  of  idiots, 
instead  of  freize,  which  is  a receptacle  for  hidden  dirt,  I would  recommend  thick  canvas 
blouses  for  males,  and  a similar  style  of  dress  for  females,  with  shoes  and  stockings.  The 
superintendence  of  idiot  wards,  I believe,  might  be  more  judiciously  conducted ; the  care  of 
them  is  generally  entrusted  to  some  aged  person,  who  happens  to  be  a veteran  in  the  Union. 

I think  a slight  compensation  should  be  secured  as  an  encouragement  to  those  on  whom  so 
troublesome  a task  is  imposed.  In  some  Unions,  I am  aware,  extra  diet,  tea,  sugar,  &c.,  is 
given  to  the  keepers ; but  the  custom  is  far  from  universal.  With  regard  to  the  cells,  they  are 
by  no  means  sufficiently  ventilated ; a crevice  in  the  wall,  more  adapted  for  a letter  receiver 
than  a window,  is  frequently  the  sole  air  passage  to  a cell  containing  three  or  four  beds;  a 
^rating  in  the  top  ot  the  doors  would  be  a material  improvement.  In  reference  to  dietary  I 
should,  without  an  exception,  put  idiots  on  the  best  and  fullest  the  Union  affords  ; for  the  most 
part,  they  are  of  delicate  frame,  ill-formed,  or  epileptic  ; mentally  imbecile,  they  are  physi- 
cally weak,  of  which  their  mortality  last  year  affords  too  ample  proof.  As  the  number  of 
idiots,  in  proportion  to  the  general  population  of  Union  workhouses,  is  at  present  under  1 per 
cent.  (I),  any  amelioration  of  their  state  cannot  be  attended  with  much  expense  until  some 
definite  arrangement,  which,  I hope,  is  not  far  distant,  takes  place  in  their  regard.  I most 
respectfully  submit  the  preceding  observations  to  your  notice,  trusting  you  will  give  me  credit 
for  the  motives  which  induced  me  to  address  you. 

I have,  &c., 

10  w „ „ , . . John  Nogbnt. 

Hie  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws 
for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland. 


Ur.  Phelan  s Observations  on  the  foregoing  Communication. 

Dr.  Nugent’s  suggestions  as  to  tiling  would  be  an  improvement;  but  I should  consider 
•that  ot  flagging  to  be  objectionable,  as  forming  a cold  floor;  and  as  the  idiots  °-enerally  have 
no  shoes,  or  if  they  had,  would  not  wear  them,  such  a floor  would  be  injurious  to  them  I 
doubt  that  at  present,  we  can  do  better  than  to  give  the  idiots  straw  beds.  The  masters  and 
matrons  should  be  directed,  and  are  by  me,  to  see  that  those  beds  are  changed  often 
enough  by  the  superintendents,  several  of  whom  do  so  very  carefully,  whilst  others  are  much 
behind. 

The  number  of  idiots  and  lunatics  in  many  houses  is  very  small,  and  not  considerable  in 
more  than  very  few;  and  in  several,  or  ih  most,  I think  an  improvement,  as  to  their  condition 
and  keeping,  is  evident. 

I quite  agree  in  the  necessity  of  shoes  and  stockings  for  all  of  this  class  that  will  wear  them 
• and  I always  advise  it;  but  Boards  of  Guardians,  at  present,  cannot  readily  be  got  to  order 
them.  Perhaps,  if  the  special  attention  of  the  district  or  Union  Poor  Law  Inspector  were 
■ called  to  the  subject,  those  and  other  better  articles  of  dress  may  be  provided.  But  it  will  not 
I fear  be  an  easy  matter  to  induce  Guardians  to  supply  any  other  dress  than  that  obtained  for 
the  other  paupers;  nor,  indeed,  does  it  appear  to  be  necessary  as  regards  the  far  greater  number 
ol  those  idiots,  whe  are  of  such  habits  that  a better  would  be  soon  spoiled. 

I know  of  but  few  houses  in  which  the  cells  are  not  sufficiently  ventilated,  were  there 
only  two  idiots  in  each,  and  the  windows  and  apertures  kept  open.  It  is  only  when  in  an  over- 
crowded house  the  cell  is  overcrowded  sometimes  with  other  paupers,  that  the  ventilation  is 
insufficient. 

The  simple  idiot  class  get  the  house  diet,  and  do  as  well  as  the  other  paupers  on  it  The 
lunatics,  or  any  that  are  ill,  get  better;  and  all  are  under  medical  supervision.  Dr  Nugent’s 
suggestion  is  correct ; as  a class,  they  require  better  diet  than  the  other  paupers ; and  I think 
are  more  attended  to  in  the  workhouses,  with  a few  exceptions.  5 J 

Jamary  27,  1848.  D.  Phelan. 
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Suspension  of  Orders  for  Out-door  Relief  to  Able-bodied  Persons  under  Miscellaneous, 
the  2nd  Section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

Poor  Laic  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

Sir,  March  2,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  subject  of  the 
duration  of  the  out-door  relief  at  present  afforded  to  able-bodied  poor  persons  in 
Unions  in  Ireland;  more  especially  in  reference  to  the  labour  wanted  at  this 
season  of  the  year  for  the  cultivation  of  the  laud,  and  the  employment  provided 
under  the  Land  Improvement  Act,  6 and  7 Viet.  c.  32 ; also  the  assistance 
afforded  to  the  labouring  classes  in  24  Unions,  which  comprise  the  most  distressed 
parts  of  Ireland,  by  the  rations  given,  from  funds  supplied  by  the  British  Associa- 
tion, to  all  children  attending  the  public  schools. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  desirable  to  determine,  or  to  suspend,  on  the  18th 
of  March  instant,  all  orders  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Extension  Act,  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  ; and  the  Commis- 
sioners wish  to  know  whether,  in  your  opinion,  there  would  be  any  decided 
objection  to  this  course  in  the  Union  of  which  you  are  Inspector. 

You  will  be  good  enough  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  on  this  subject  at 
your  earliest  convenience. 

I have,  &c., 

To  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector 
of  the  Union. 


Return  of  Work  performed  by  Able-bodied  Male  Paupers  in  the  Ballina 
Union. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  March  7,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  15th  ultimo,  relative 
to  the  regulations  adopted  in  the  Ballina  Union  for  the  employment  of  able- 
bodied  male  paupers,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith,  for 
your  information,  a copy  of  a form  of  return  of  the  work  performed  in  each  week 
in  the  Ballina  Union,  by  the  paupers  in  charge  of  each  overseer. 

By  Order  of  the  Commissioners, 

To  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

Each  Temporary  Poor  Laic  Inspector. 

Enclosure. 

The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  12,  1848. 

W e beg  leave  to  forward  a form  of  Weekly  Progress  Book,  with  which  we  have  supplied 
to  the  overseers  in  charge  of  working  parties,  all  particulars  to  be  filled  for  the  weekly  revision 
of  the  general  overseer. 
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Emigration  of  Workhouse  Inmates  to  South  Australia. 


Miscellaneous. 


Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
SrR>  March  7,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  forward  for  your  information  several  copies  of  a com- 
munication made  to  Earl  Urey  by  the  Colonial  Land  and  Emigration  Commission- 
ers, on  the  subject  of  young  persons  at  present  inmates  of  Irish  workhouses  who 
may  be  eligible  for  emigration  to  South  Australia,  together  with  an  extract  from 
a letter  addressed  by  Earl  Grey  to  Sir  George  Grey,  and  communicated  for  the 
information  oi  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  explaining  the  manner  in  which 
the  emigration  of  such  persons  is  proposed  to  be  conducted. 

The  Commissioners  are  most  anxious  that  advantage  should  be  taken  of  this 
proposal  of  the  Government,  and  that  the  selection  of  young  persons  should  be  so 
conducted  as  to  ensure  the  complete  success  of  the  experiment. 

You  will  have  the  goodness,  therefore,  to  address  yourself  to  this  object  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  and  take  such  steps  by  communication  with  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  in  your  district,  or  otherwise,  as  may  enable  you  to  point  out  the  names 
of  young  persons  eligible  in  all  respects  and  willing  to  emigrate,  for  examination 
by  the  agent  who  may  be  authorized  to  make  the  final  selection. 

Your  attention  is  especially  called  to  that  part  of  the  letter  of  the  Emigration 
Commissioners,  which  relates  to  the  peculiar  advantage  of  obtaining  young  females, 
eligible  and  willing  to  emigrate,  in  preference  to  males. 

You  will  take  care  that  such  young  persons  are  duly  and  properly  apprised  of 
the  prospects  which  await  them  in  the  event  of  their  availing  themselves  of  the 
free  passage  to  Australia ; and  you  will  ascertain  from  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
distinctly,  their  willingness  to  bear  the  cost  of  outfit,  and  the  expense  of  convey- 
ance to  the  place  of  embarkation. 

By  Order  of  the  Commissioners, 

^ W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

Poor  Laic  Inspector. 

Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  of  Colonial  Lands  and  Emigration  to  the  Under  Secretary  for 
the  Colonial  Department. 

Sir,  February  17,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  in  which  you  inform 
us  that  Lord  Grey  is  prepared  to  sanction  the  proposal  of  Governor  Robe  to  expend,  in  emi- 
gration, the  moiety  of  the  South  Australian  Land  Fund  not  specially  appropriated  to  that 
purpose,  and  that  his  Lordship  is  of  opinion  that  this  expenditure  should  not  be  extended  over 
a period  of  two  years,  but  that  the  despatch  of  emigrants  should  be  commenced  and  carried  on 
as  expeditiously  as  possible. 

We  shall  not  fail  to  use  our  best  endeavours  to  carry  out  Lord  Grey’s  wishes,  and  with  that 
view  we  should  propose  to  increase  the  number  of  ships  to  be  despatched  in  the  course  of  the 
present  year  to  New  South  Wales,  South  Australia,  and  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  from  54  to 
72,  sending  them  from  England  at  the  rate  of  six  in  each  month.  If  our  endeavours  are  as 
successful  as  we  anticipate,  we  shall  thus  despatch  upwards  of  14,000  emigrants  from  this 
country  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year,  and  continuing  to  regulate  the  numbers  of  emigrants 
obtained  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  by  the  relative  population  of  these  countries,  we 
should  hope  to  send  to  the  colonies  about  10,000  British  and  upwards  of  4000  Irish 
emigrants. 

In  order,  however,  to  succeed  in  obtaining  so  large  a number  of  emigrants,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  have  recourse  to  some  additional  measures  beyond  those  which  we  have  hitherto 
employed ; and  we  have,  in  accordance  with  Lord  Grey’s  directions,  inquired  whether  an 
eligible  class  of  Irish  emigrants  might  not  be  obtained  from  among  the  orphans  now  maintained 
in  the  Irish  workhouses,  of  whom  many  are  approaching  the  age  of  adolescence.  We  have 
the  honour  to  report  that  the  result  of  our  inquiries  leads  us  to  hope  that  this  will  turn  out  to 
he  the  case. 

We  are  inclined  to  think  that  males  of  this  class  approachiug  the  age  of  18,  who.  from  no 
fault  of  their  own,  have  been  bred  in  a workhouse,  receiving  such  education  as  is  there  given, 
and  submitting  to  the  restrictions  imposed  in  it,  might  prove  by  no  means  inferior  to  the  ordi- 
nary Irish  labourer. 

But  we  should  anticipate  a more  decided  benefit  from  the  adoption  of  this  plan  in  respect 
of  female  orphans.  Lord  Grey  is  well  aware  of  the  necessity  which  exists  for  preserving  the 
proportion  of  the  sexes  in  any  large  emigration  to  a new  country.  Single  men  willing  to 
emigrate  are  to  be  found  in  abundance. 

But  we  learn  from  the  reiterated  complaints  of  our  selecting  agents,  that  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  single  females  of  an  eligible  character,  is  one  of  the  greatest  embarrassments  against 
which  they  have  to  struggle.  It  is  said,  however,  that  a large  number  of  well-conducted 
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yountr  women  are  to  be  found  among  these  orphans  ; the  emigration  of  these  'persons  will  be 
of  material  service,  by  placing  us  at  liberty  to  accept  from  other  sources  a corresponding 
number  ot'  voung  men  whom  we  might  otherwise  have  been  compelled  to  reject.  We  have, 
therefore,  drawn  up  a paper,  which,  with  such  modifications  as  Lord  Grey  may  deem  fit, 
might,  we  think,  be  transmitted  to  the  Irish  Government,  with  a request  that  they  would 
take  the  proper  means  for  communicating  it  to  the  Guardians  ot  the  different  parishes  from 
which  emigrants  may  be  expected.  It  is,  we  think,  obvious  that  the  character  of  this 
emigration,' Consisting  entirely  of  young  persons,  will  necessitate  a closer  moral  and  religious 
superintendence,  than  has  hitherto  been  thought  expedient  or  even  practicable  in  emigrant 

And  it  has  been  suggested  to  us  by  this  view,  that  a teacher  should  be  attached  to  each 
ship.  It  will  be  observed,  that  in  the  enclosed  memorandums  we  have  adopted  this  sugges- 
tion, but  we  would  submit  that,  considering  the  peculiar  character  of  the  emigration  which 
renders  this  expense  necessary,  it  could  not  with  propriety  be  charged  against  the  colony,  and 
should  therefore  be  defrayed  from  British  funds ; nor,  (we  may  here  add,)  do  we  think  it  unfair 
that  the  parishes  which  will  be  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  supporting  these  emigrants 
should  have  the  expense  of  forwarding  them  to  the  port  of  embarkation.  This  suggestion  we 
have  therefore  embodied  in  the  paper  which  we  submit  for  Lord  Grey’s  approval. 

We  apprehend  that  under  the  local  Act  5 Wm.  IV.,  chap.  3,  the  governor  would  have  the 
power  of  apprenticing  these  young  persons  as  proposed  in  the  7th  clause  of  the  accompanying 
paper. 

We  have,  &c., 

(Signed)  J.  W.  C.  Murdock, 

H.  Merivale , Esq.,  F.  Rogers. 

§fc.  fa 

Memorandum  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Letter. 

1.  Her  Majesty’s  Land  and  Emigration  Commissioners  having  been  instructed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  make  arrangements  for  a considerable  emigration  from  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  to  New  South  Wales  and  South  Australia  during  the  present  year,  and  having 
been  informed  that  an  eligible  class  of  Irish  emigrants  may  be  found  among  the  orphan 
children  now  supported  at  the  public  expense  in  I reland,  will  be  prepared  to  ofter  to  such  of 
those  persons  as  may,  on  inquiry,  be  approved,  and  as  may  be  willing  to  emigrate,  free  passage 
to  the  above  colonies.  None  will  be  accepted  who  are  less  than  14  or  more  than  18  years  of 
age,  and  the  nearest  to  IS  will  be  taken  in  preference. 

2.  In  order  that  the  persons  in  question  may  understand  the  nature  of  the  advantages  thus 
offered  to  them,  it  is  necessary  to  state  that  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales  is  divided  into  the 
Northern,  Middle  or  Sydney,  and  Southern  or  Port  Philip  districts.  It  is  to  the  two  latter 
districts  that  emigrants  are  in  the  first  instance  conveyed. 

The  climate  both  of  New  South  Wales  and  of  South  Australia  is  remarkably  healthy,  and 
suited  to  European  constitutions.  The  soil, is  good,  and  produces  in  abundance,  wheat,  maize, 
barley,  oats,  and  potatoes ; provisions  are  much  cheaper  than  in  this  country ; clothing  may  be 
purchased  at  a cost  but  little  in  advance  of  the  retail  prices  here,  and  the  rates  of  wages  at  the 
date  of  the  last  advices,  were  in  all  cases  much  above  those  given  for  the  same  description  of 
labour  in  this  country. 

Besides  the  money  wages,  labourers  in  the  country  are  generally  provided  with  a dwelling 
and  the  following  allowance  of  provisions  by  their  employers  : 10  lbs.  of  meat,  10  lbs.  of  flour, 
14  lb.  of  sugar,  and  3 oz.  of  tea  per  week. 

3.  The  voyage  to  these  colonies  generally  occupies  about  100  days ; and  during  that  time 
the  emigrants  will  be  fed  according  to  the  annexed  scale,  at  the  public  expense,  subject,  of 
course,  to  future  modifications,  if  experience  should  show  them  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
emigrants. 

The  males  and  females  are  intended  to  be  conveyed  in  separate  ships.  Teachers  will  be 
appointed  to  them,  and  means  will  be  taken  to  provide  for  the  instruction  of  the  emigrants  in 
conformity  with  their  respective  creeds.  The  hooks  furnished  to  the  vessels  will  consist  exclu- 
sively of  those  authorized  by  the  National  Board  of  Education.  In  those  of  the  ships  which 
may  carry  orphans  (females)  there  will  be  a trustworthy  matron  to  take  charge  of  the  emi- 
grants, under  the  direction  of  the  surgeon,  who  will  he  entrusted  with  the  general  manage- 
ment of  every  ship. 

4.  The  emigrants’  ships  will  be  despatched  every  month  during  the  present  year  from  Ply- 
mouth, to  which  place  emigrants  must  be  conveyed  at  the  expense  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
Emigrant  ships  can  be  despatched  from  Plymouth  only,  because  it  is  only  at  Plymouth  (with 
the  exception  of  London,)  that  the  Commissioners  have  an  emigrant  depot  which  will  enable 
them  to  collect  the  emigrants  previous  to  embarkation,  and  officers  under  their  control,  who 
can  ascertain  by  inspection  that  the  emigrants  are  all  in  a fit  state  of  health  to  embark,  that 
their  persons  are  clean,  and  their  clothes  clean  and  sufficient.  The  calamities  which  would 
result  from  the  introduction  of  any  infectious  or  contagious  complaints  on  board  one  of  those 
vessels,  render  this  arrangement  indispensable. 

5.  It  will  be  necessary  that  each  emigrant  should  he  provided  with  the  following  articles, 
which  compose  the  lowest  outfit  that  can  be  admitted  : — 

For  Males- — Six  shirts:  six  pair  of  stockings;  two  pair  of  shoes;*  two  complete  suits  of 
exterior  clothing,  one  of  which  must  he  made  of  some  warm  material. 

* Shoes  or  slippers  are  more  convenient  for  use  on  board  than  boots. 
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For  Females. — Six  shifts ; two  flannel  petticoats ; six  pair  of  stockings ; two  pair  of  shoes - 
two  gowns,  one  of  which  must  be  made  of  some  warm  material. 

As  a general  rule,  it  may  be  stated,  that  the  more  abundant  the  stock  of  clothing,  the  better 
for  health  and  comfort  during  the  voyage.  At  whatever  season  of  the  year  it  may  be  made 
the  emigrants  have  to  pass  through  very  hot  and  very  cold  weather,  and  should  therefore  be 
prepared  for  both. 

6.  The  governor  will  be  directed,  on  the  arrival  of  these  emigrants  in  the  colony,  to  make 

such  arrangements  in  regard  to  their  employment  as  may  be  most  to  their  benefit,  according 
to  their  age  and  circumstances.  ° 

7.  Every  pains  will  be  taken  to  find  the  emigrants  respectable  employers ; when  their  a<*e 
and  circumstances  reuder  it  fitting,  they  will  be  bound  apprentices,  under  laws  which  are  m 
force  in  the  colonies.  It  will  be  stipulated  that  fair  wages  shall  be  paid  by  the  employers, 
according  to  the  current  rate  prevailing  in  the  district;  and  after  deducting  such  portion  as 
may  be  required  to  pay  for  clothes,  and  other  current  expenses,  the  remainder  of  their  wa^es 
will  be  reserved,  to  be  given  to  them  at  the  expiration  of  the  contract,  or,  in  case  of  females,0 at 
their  marriage,  provided  it  be  approved  of  by  the  Government,  or  by  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  act  on  its  behalf.  A power  will  be  retained  of  forfeiting  the  reserved  wages  of  any 
of  the  children  who  may  abscond,  or  whose  indentures  may  be  cancelled  for  misconduct. 

8.  The  Governors  of  New  South  Wales  and  South  Australia  will  be  directed  to  appoint 
a Committee  in  each  colony,  at  which  they  will  request  the  co-operation  of  the  Bishop  of 
Australia  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  of  Sydney,  and  in  South  Australia,  of  the 
Bishop  of  Adelaide  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  to  see  that  these  stipulations  are  duly 
observed  by  the  employers. 

9.  The  Board  of  Guardians  will  determine  whether,  in  order  to  obtain  these  advantages, 
they  will  provide  the  outfit  and  conveyance  to  the  port  of  embarkation  on  behalf  of  the  orphans 
in  their  respective  workhouses  ; and  on  their  communicating  their  decision  to  do  so,  to  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners,  an  officer  will  be  deputed  by  the  Emigration  Commissioners  to  visit  the 
workhouse,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  they  contain  any  suitable  candidates  for  emio-ration  of 
the  above  class. 

10.  This  emigration  will  be  watched  with  the  utmost  interest  by  all  who  are  concerned  in 
the  colonies  to  which  it  is  to  be  directed;  and  upon  the  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted  will 
depend  the  power  of  the  Government  to  encourage  its  continuance. 

The  colonists  are  desirous  of  adding  to  their  body,  not  the  idle  and  the  worthless,  but 
those  whose  education  and  moral  and  religious  training  afford  a reasonable  guarantee  that 
they  will  become  active  and  useful  members  of  a society  which  is  in  a state  of  healthy  pro- 
gress; and  it  will  therefore  be  imperative  on  the  Colonial  Land  and  Emigration  Commis- 
sioners to  select  those  young  persons  only  whose  education  has  been  attended  to,  and  of  whose 
conduct  they  receive  a satisfactory  report  from  the  competent  authorities. 


Miscellaneous 


Dietary  Scale  for  the  Australian  Voyage. 


Advantages  of  issuing  Bread  Rations  made  from  Rye  Meal,  or  Rye  Meal 
mixed  with  Indian  Corn  Meal  or  Barley  Meal,  to  Persons  receiving  Out- 
door Relief. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin , 
Sir,  March  11,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  your  attention  to  the 
enclosed  extract  from  a Report  which  they  have  received  from  Captain  Wynne, 
Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector  for  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  pointing 
out  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  issue  of  bread  rations  made  from 
rye  meal,  or  rye  meal  mixed  with  Indian  com  meal  or  barley  meal,  to  persons 
in  the  receipt  of  out-door  relief. 

By  Order  of  the  Commissioners, 

To  each  Poor  Law  Inspector'.  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

C 2 
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Miscellaneous. 


Extract  referred  to. 

As  the  best  means  of  achieving  these  important  objects,  I should  strongly  recommend 
the  adoption  of  cooked  food,  in  the  shape  of  rye-meal  bread,  or  bread  made  of  that  material 
mixed  with  either  Indian  corn  meal,  or,  what  is  better  and  cheaper,  barley  meal.  This  bread 
possesses  many  advantages  over  any  other  form  in  which  I have  as  yet  seen  food  relief  dis- 
pensed. Its  appearance  in  a house  at  once  stamps  the  owner  as  a recipient  of  charity,  or  it  is 
evidence  of  fraud,  which  may  easily  be  detected.  It  cannot  be  so  easily  converted  into  money 
as  the  raw  material.  It  is  decidedly  the  cheapest  aud  most  wholesome  food,  as  is  evident  from 
the  improved  appearance  of  those  children  who  have  received  it  for  the  last  10  weeks  in  this 
Union,  and  is  peculiarly  suited  to  the  present  condition  of  the  Union,  where  there  are  such  vast 
numbers  of  the  poor  who  have  not  any  means  of  cooking  meal,  not  having  houses  oi  their  own, 
and,  in  many  cases,  not  being  able  to  procure  lodgings. 

Impressed  with  the  value  of  this  description  of  bread,  as  applicable  to  purposes  of  out-door 
relief  under  the  Poor  Laws,  I have  directed  my  attention  this  past  week  to  the  erection  of 
ovens  in  the  workhouse,  and  will  transmit  a plan  and  specification  to  the  Commissioners  in 
course  of  next  week.  I would  propose  to  place  them,  four  in  number,  off  the  mill-room, 
making  that  apartment  available  for  fuel-room,  &c.,  and  a loft  to  be  erected  over  it  for  bread 
and  meal  store.  The  cost  would  be  about  50/. 

The  oven  which  I have  been  allowed  by  the  Guardians  to  erect  in  the  Boyle  workhouse, 
together  with  the  peel-room,  will  cost  about  8/. ; it  is  nearly  finished,  and  will  be  in  operation 
next,  week. 

In  this  Union  rye-meal  bread  is  produced  for  £ of  a penny  per  lb.,  as  follows  : — 

Meal,  per  ton  . £7  0 Oi  prodaeing  3000  lbs.  of  bread  at  a Hide 

n more  than  | of  a penny  per  lb- 

Baking,  per  ton  . 1 0 0J  s r Jr 


£8  1 3 


In  the  Boyle  Union,  where  I bake  in  the  workhouse,  the  baking  costs  but  5s.  per  ton, 
which  reduces  the  bread  to  a little  more  than  $d.  per  pound. 

Bread  of  rye  and  Indian  meal  in  equal  quantities  stands  4 of  a penny  in  this  Union,  and 
something  over  4 in  Boyle  Union. 

The  weekly  cost  of  the  youngest  1 

class  of  children  on  my  list  is  2$A  In  ^ Uni  „„  bread  of  lw0 

Th“  ! i .‘S'  meals,  rye  and  Indian. 

Average  . . . . 3^  J 

In  Boyle  it  is  less. 

Weekly  rations  of  rye-meal  bread  stand  in  the  Boyle  Union  for — 

Youngest  class  ........  2d. 

Second  class  .........  2f 

Third  class  .........  3y 

Average  .........  2$ 

The  daily  rations  are  8 oz.,  10  oz.,  and  12  oz. 


Ventilation  of  the  Houses  of  the  Lower  Classes. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  March  22,  1848. 

,1  am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  io  transmit  herewith  a number  of 
copies  of  “ Observations  by  Dr.  Collins,  President  of  the  College  of  Physicians, 
on  the  prevention  of  Contagious  Diseases  by  the  effectual.  Ventilation  of  the  Houses 
of  the  Lower  Classes.’’ 

In  these  observations,  Dr.  Collins  points  out  a very  simple,  easy  and  inexpensive 
mode  of  ventilation ; and  from  the  importance  of  this  subject,  and  especially  at  the 
present  time,  the  Commissioners  transmit  copies  in  sufficient  number  to  admit  of 
one  being  furnished  to  each  of  the  Guardians  and  medical  officers  of  the  Union,  in 
the  hope  that  they  will  promote  the  object  in  view  in  their  respective  districts,  by 
any  means  in  their  power. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous,  at  the  same  time,  of  calling  the  special  atten- 
tion of  Boards  of  Guardians  and  of  medical  officers  of  workhouses,  to  those  parts 
of  Dr.  Collins’s  observations  which  tend  to  prove  the  great  importance  of  good 
ventilation  in  lowering  the  rate  of  mortality  in  public  institutions,  such  as  work- 
houses  and  hospitals. 

You  are  requested  to  furnish  a copy  of  the  observations  to  each  of  the  ex-officio 
and  elective  Guardians,  and  to  each  medical  officer  of  the  Union. 

By  Order  of  the  Commissioners, 

To  ' W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

The  Cleric  of  each  Union. 
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Holidays  to  be  observed  by  Destitute  Persons  receiving  Relief  who  are  Roman 
Catholics. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
bIR>  March  28,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  having  had  their  attention  drawn  to  the  employ 
ment  of  destitute  poor  persons  professing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  on  the  11 
principal  holidays  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  they  deem  it  rHit  to  inform 
you  that  all  such  persons  who  are  receiving  relief  in  any  Union  should  be 
allowed  to  observe  those  days  in  the  same  manner  as  Sundays,  without  bein^ 
required  to  work  on  them  as  a condition  of  receiving  relief. 

„ , r,  r _ By  Order  of  the  Commissioners, 

1°  each  Poor  Law  Injector.  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


AGRICULTURAL  CROPS,  IRELAND,  1848. 

CIRCULAR  OP  INQUIRY,  TO  POOR  LAW  INSPECTORS. 

PoorLaio  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
April  22,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  obliged  by  your  reporting  to  them,  by  the  pod 
ol  next  Monday  at  latest,  such  information  as  up  to  the  present  time  you  may 
nave  acquired  by . personal  observation  or  otherwise,  regarding  the  general 
prospects  of  the  agricultural  crops,  especially  the  potato  crop,  in  your  district. 


PERMANENT  INSPECTORS’  REPORTS  ON  DISTRICTS’  OF  UNIONS. 
Counties  of  Antrim,  Down,  parts  of  Armagh  and  Londonderry —Mr.  Senior  •— 
April  23,  1848. 

Referring  to  your  circular  of  yesterday’s  date,  I have  already  reported  on 
the  breadth  of  land  prepared  for  the  potato.  There  is  no  distinguishing  feature 
this  year  m the  corn  crops.  The  winter  wheat  looks  generally  well,  but  the 
constant  wet  has  retarded  spring  sowing,  which  is  not  yet  completed  on  the  heavy 
lands.  1 hough  not  bearing  on  the  subject,  I may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  observing,  that  the  population  of  the  north  continues  to  be 
undisturbed  and  even  unalarmed,  ready  however  to  come  forward  in  support  of  the 
laws  and  existing  institutions  when  required  to  do  so. 

Report  above  referred  to. 

Gentlemen,  Carrickfergus,  April  14,  1848. 

It  may  be  desirable  that  I should  report  to  you  that  the  amount  of  land  planted  with 
potatoes  this  year  is  large— probably  four  times  that  of  last  season— quite  sufficient,  should  the 
crop  succeed,  to  restore  it  as  an  important,  though  not  perhaps  the  chief,  support,  of  the  lower 
class.  The  experience  of  the  last  year  has  proved  that  even  without  potatoes  the  introduction 
of  Indian  meal  has  rendered  the  support  of  human  life  as  cheap  as  it  was  before  the  potato 
failure.  The  average  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  the  paupers  in  the  workhouse  is  in  fact  rather 
lower.  With  potatoes,  the  use  of  Indian  meal,  and  the  abolition  of  the  corn  laws  the  cost  of 
food  next  season  will  probably  be  lower  than  it  ever  has  been,  whilst  the  farmers  without 
money  will  reduce  their  present  small  expenditure  on  labour.  In  the  Unions  where  money  is 
given  as  out-door  relief,  though  confined  to  clause  1 of  the  Extension  Act,  there  will  be  a 
strong  tendency,  if  the  Union  is  administered  by  elected  Guardians,  to  make  some  indirect 
approach  to  a system  of  relief  in  aid  of  wages. 

Again,  the  ordinary  price  of  food  fluctuates  from  40  to  50  per  cent,  in  different  seasons  of  the 
same  year,  and  as  between  year  and  year  100  per  cent.,  which  gives  relief  in  kind  a great 
advantage  over  money  relief,  which  it  is  difficult  to  raise  or  reduce.  Only  one  Union  in  my 
district  at  present  gives  relief  in  money,  but  I have  a constant  struggle  to  prevent  its  exten- 


The  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 


I am,  &c., 

Edward  Senior. 


Counties  of  Cavan,  Fermanagh,  Monaghan,  parts  of  Tyrone  and  Louth— 

Mr.  Barron : — April  23,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  circular  of  the  22nd  instant,  I beg  to  state,  for  the 
information  ol  the  Commissioners,  that  I scarcely  ever  recollect  any  year  in  which 
a greater  quantity  of  potatoes  have  already  been  planted  than  at  present  throughout 
the  entire  of  my  district.  The  crops  in  general  have  a most  healthy  appearance. 


Miscellaneous. 
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and  there  is,  I am  truly  happy  to  say,  every  prospect  under  Divine  Providence  of 
an  abundant  harvest.  The  potato  plant  looks  well  and  healthy,  and  it  is  the 
general  opinion  that  they  will  grow  well  this  year. 

There  is  a very  large  quantity  of  potatoes  in  the  markets,  and  no  one  had  any 
idea  that  there  were  such  quantities  in  the  country.  They  are  good,  and  free  in 
most  cases  from  any  disease  whatever,  and  they  are  at  a reasonable  price. 


Counties  of  Londonderry,  Donegal , Sligo,  parts  of  Tyrone  and  Leitrim— 

Mr.  Otway : — April  24,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  circular  dated  the  22nd  inst.,  received  by  me  on  the  23rd,  and 
which  you  request  I will  answer  at  latest  by  this  day’s  post,  I have  to  slate  that 
the  prospects  of  the  agricultural  crops  appear  as  good  as  usual  at  this  time  of  the 
year  in  my  district,  and  that  a large  quantity  of  potatoes  have  been  sown,  and  are 
being  sown ; there  is  a general  impression  that  the  disease  which  hns  lately  affected 
the  potato  crop  has  worn  itself  out,  and  that  the  crop  this  year  will  be  a good  one. 
All  classes  appear  to  labour  under  this  impression,  and  the  poorer  classes  are 
especially  making  the  greatest  exertions  to  make  as  large  a planting  of  potatoes  as 
possible.  Seed  appears  to  be  found  in  abundance  where  least  expected,  and 
numbers  are  now  producing  their  loads  of  seed  that  were  supposed  to  be  in  extreme 
poverty ; good  seed  cups  in  abundance  can  be  bought  in  the  markets  throughout 
my  district  from  6hd.  to  8 d.  a stone. 


Counties  of  Mayo  and  Galway — Mr.  B.  Dour  Ice : — April  24,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22nd  inst.,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with 
information  as  to  the  general  prospects  of  the  agricultural  crop  in  my  district,  I 
beg  to  state  that  the  result  of  my  observation  lias  been  to  satisfy  me,  that  in  the 
counties  of  Galway  and  Mayo  the  extent  of  land  now  under  cultivation  is  not  very 
much  less  than  in  ordinary  periods.  In  the  fertile  portions  of  the  county  of 
Galway,  which  lie  to  the  east  and  south,  I believe  it  will  be  found  that  as  large  a 
breadth  of  .grain  has  been  sown  as  in  former  years,  and  when  last  I saw  it  the  crop 
looked  healthy.  I have  not  been  able  to  visit  that  portion  of  my  district  since  the 
season  arrived  for  potato  planting,  but  I am  informed  that  a large  quantity  has 
been  put  down.  In  the  western  and  northern  districts,  comprising  Connemara  and 
Joyce’s  country,  there  has  been  but  little  corn  sown,  but  potato  planting  is  pro- 
ceeding with  great  activity.  Wherever  sea-weed  is  to  be  procured  large  plantings 
are  made,'  and  even  in  the  interior,  where  this  manure  is  not  available,  the  potato 
has  been  planted  wherever  it  appeared  likely  to  succeed.  The  same  remarks 
apply  to  all  the  county  of  Mayo,  except  the  barony  of  Tyrawly ; there  I regret  to 
say  very  little  appears  to  have  been  done.  The  land  between  the  towns  of  Cross- 
molina  and  Killala  is  much  in  the  same  state  as  last  year,  and  presents  a most 
desolate  appearance.  It  is  for  the  most  part  unoccupied,  and,  except  near  the 
residence  of  a proprietor,  shows  no  signs  of  cultivation.  In  addition  to  the  land 
now  under  corn  and  potatoes,  a considerable  quantity  is  in  course  of  preparation 
for  turnips,  and  I think  a larger  supply  of  this  crop  may  be  expected  to  be  sown 
this  summer  than  during  any  former  period. 

Upon  the  whole,  I think  I may  safely  say,  that  in  the  plains  of  Galway  much 
land  is  under  corn  as  usual ; that  in  the  hill  country  and  throughout  the  county 
of  Mayo,  the  quantity  is  far  below  the  average ; but  that  in  both  counties  a very 
considerable  extent  of  land  is  now  being  planted  with  potatoes,  and  a quantity 
much  larger  than  heretofore  under  preparation  for  turnips.  It  is  difficult  to 
form  an  opinion  as  to  the  proportion  which  the  potato  crop  of  this  year  mav  he 
expected  (if  successful)  to  bear  to  that,  of  ordinary  years ; but  I think  it  will  not 
be  unsafe  to  reckon  it  at  one-half.  The  con-acre  must  be  entirely  omitted  from 
the  calculation,  there  will  be  none  of  it,  neither  will  the  very  small  farmers  have 
much,  for  they  have  in  general  ceased  to  occupy  the  land  held  with  their  houses  ; 
but  every  person  who  has  been  able  to  retain  his  land  will  plant  some,  and  specu- 
lative farmers  will  put  down  a much  larger  quantity  than  usual. 


Counties  of  Galway,  Boscommon,  Longford,  Westmeath,  fyc. — Mr.  Lloyd : — 
April  24,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  that  from  the  information  I have  from  time 
to  time  acquired,  as  well  as  from  personal  observation,  that  with  few  exceptions 
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the  occupiers  of  land  have  made  great  progress  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil 

much  more  wheat  than  has  hitherto  been  cultivated  by  occupiers  of  from  five  to  ten 
acres  has  been  sown,  and  generally  in  good  time ; oats  and  rye  have  been  also 
sown,  and  potatoes  are  being  daily  planted ; to  purchase  seed  for  the  purpose 
many  have  sold  their  only  cow. 

As  regards  the  numbers  receiving  out-door  relief  I can  form  no  accurate 
opinion,  but  the  impression  upon  my  mind  is,  that  such  have  not  the  ability  to 
plant  even  the  quarter  rood  they  have  retained  after  giving  up  the  overplus  to  the 
landlord. 

There  is  still  time  enough  to  get  down  potatoes  and  flax,  and  if  such  could  be 
supplied  by  loan  upon  guarantee  of  landlord,  such  a measure  would  be,  I think, 
desirable. 


Counties  of  Limerick,  Clare,  Tipper aiy,  $c. — Mr.  Hancock: — April  23,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  circular  I have  the  honour  to  report,  that  from  conversation 
with  the  Guardians  of  the  Limerick  Union,  I have  been  informed  that  although 
the  weather  has  been  hitherto  unfavourable  for  spring  labour,  that  preparations 
have  been  made  for  an  extensive  planting  of  potatoes ; some  of  the  Guardians  have 
assured  me  to  as  great  an  extent  as  they  have  been  hitherto  planted.  With  respect 
to  the  agricultural  crops  generally,  the  opinion  of  those  with  whom  I have  con- 
versed appears  to  be,  that  the  usual  quantity  of  grain  has  been  sown,  and  that  the 
appearance  of  the  crops  is  as  favourable  as  the  backward  and  cold  season  might  be 
supposed  to  allow. 


Counties  of  Cork  and  Kerry — Mr.  Crawford: — April  24,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  circular  of  tbe  22nd  instant,  requesting  information  as  to 
the  general  prospects  of  the  agricultural  crops,  especially  the  potato  crop,  in  my 
district,  I have  the  honour  to  state,  that  at  the  period  of  my  departure  from  Cork 
on  the  6th  of  April,  considerable  progress  had  been  made  in  the  spring  cultivation, 
which  had  yet  been  much  retarded  by  the  wetness  of  the  season. 

The  quantity  of  land  under  wheat  is  in  my  opinion  considerably  less  than  last 
year,  in  consequence  of  the  smaller  quantity  of  land  manured  last  year  for  the 
purpose  of  green  crop,  which  is  the  usual  preparation  for  wheat. 

Much  land  had  been  turned  up  for  the  purpose  of  sowing  oats,  hut  the  state  of 
the  weather  had  materially  interfered  with  its  heiug  sown  up  to  the  time  I have 
mentioned. 

With  respect  to  the  potato  crop,  preparation  had  been  made  to  a great  extent 
for  its  cultivation,  and  a good  deal  had  been  planted  even  at  that  early  period.  It 
was  evident  that  the  population  was  about  making  great  efforts  to  renew  the  cul- 
tivation of  this  root,  and  a large  quantity  of  ground  will  be  placed  under  it, 
approaching  that  of  former  seasons,  particularly  round  the  coast  districts,  where 
the  people  were  busily  employed  in  the  collection  of  sea-weed  which  is  the  manure 
principally  relied  on  in  those  localities. 

I cannot  give  any  information  with  respect  to  the  culture  of  turnips,  the  season 
not  having  been  sufficiently  advanced  for  the  sowing  of  that  crop. 

I think,  generally  speaking,  the  farmers  will  he  enabled  to  procure  sufficient 
potatoes  for  seed ; the  very  poorest,  perhaps,  will  not  he  able  to  do  so  without 
some  assistance ; but  from  the  great  anxiety  everywhere  prevalent  to  plant  this 
crop,  I think  even  this  class  will  he  assisted  by  their  neighbours  to  do  so,  it  being 
the  practice  in  this  locality  for  farmers  to  let  their  potato  land,  not  requiring 
payment  until  the  crop  had  been  matured. 


Counties  of  Waterford,  Wexford,  Kilkenny,  Carlow — Mr.  J.  Burke: — 
April  24,  1S48. 

In  reply  to  your  circular  of  the  22nd  instant,  requesting  me  to  report  such 
information  as  up  to  the  present  time  I may  have  acquired  by  personal  observation 
or  otherwise,  regarding  the  general  prospects  of  agricultural  crops,  especially  the 
potato  crop,  in  my  district,  I beg  to  say  that — 

1st.  I do  not  consider  that  there  is  as  much  wheat  sown  as  last  year,  nor  do  I 
think  the  crop  looks  as  forward  as  it  should  at  this  season. 

2nd.  Oats  will  be  more  extensively  grown  than  last  year,  but  the  wetness  of  the 
spring  has  interfered  very  much  with  the  sowing  of  the  crop. 


Miscellaneous. 
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3rd.  The  people  seem  to  be  very  generally  employed  in  planting  the  potato, 
and  from  wbat  I have  observed,  I should  not  be  surprised  if  the  breadth  of  land 
sown  under  that  crop  this  year  will  amount  to  two-thirds  or  three-fourths  of  what 
it  was  in  ordinary  years  before  the  failure.  There  is  no  want  of  seed,  which  is  to 
be  had  for  about  6d.  a stone. 

These  observations  apply  of  course  to  the  counties  comprised  in  my  district. 


Counties  of  Meath,  Westmeath,  Kildare,  Dublin,  Wicklow — Captain  Euband:— 
April  24,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  circular,  relative  to  the  agricultural  crops,  I have  the  honour 
to  report  to  you  that  there  has  been  a great  breadth  of  wheat  sown  in  my  district, 
and  that  up  to  this  time  this  crop  is  looking  well. 

The  wet  weather,  which  has  occurred  latterly,  has,  in  some  parts  of  my  distinct, 
retarded  the  sowing  of  the  oat  and  barley  crop,  but  in  the  early-sown  lands  the 
oats  are  looking  healthy. 

Of  the  potato  crop  a large  quantity  is  already  in  the  ground.  The  wet  weather 
has  retarded  the  planting  of  much  of  this  crop,  for-  which  the  ground  has  been 
prepared;  and  when  the  planting  has  been  completed  in  May,  I consider  that 
there  will  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  much  of  this  crop  grown  this  'year  as  there 
has  been  for  these  last  few  years  previous  to  the  general  failure. 

Although  the  small  patches  of  potatoes  are  not  now  as  numerous  as  formerly,  I 
calculate  that  the  increased  breadth  sown  by  private  gentlemen  and  large  farmers 
upon  speculation,  will  bring  up  any  deficiency  which  may  arise  from  the  falling  off 
amongst  the  small  growers. 


TEMPORARY  INSPECTORS'  REPORTS  ON  PARTICULAR  UNIONS. 

Ballina  Union — Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  : — April  23,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Circular  letter  of 
yesterday’s  date,  in  which  you  request  me  to  report  upon  the  general  prospects  of 
the  agricultural  crops,  especially  the  potato,  in  this  district,  &c. 

As  letters  from  Dublin  are  not  delivered  in  Ballina  until  after  the  departure  of 
the  mail  for  Dublin,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  reply  to  letters  on  the  same  day  that 
I receive  them,  therefore  I fear  that  the  little  additional  information  which  I can 
give  to  the  reports  which  I have  already  forwarded  from  time  to  time,  will  not 
reach  you  on  the  day  you  require. 

I may  mention  that  I have  been  constantly  in  communication  with  such  of  the 
landed  proprietors  and  others  who  have  shown  any  interest  in  the  state  of  this 
Union,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  most  accurate  information  which  it  is  in 
their  power  to  give  on  various  subjects,  but  more  particularly  on  the  subject  of 
your  letter,  which  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  deepest  importance.  Last  week 
I requested  some  of  those  gentlemen  to  have  the  goodness  to  communicate  their 
opinions  to  me,  as  to  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  their  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods in  cropping  the  land;  the  proportion  of  potatoes  which  have  been 
planted,  and  the  quantity  of  land  which  is  likely  to  remain  unproductive,  compared 
to  last  year  and  former  years. 

I have,  however,  as  yet  received  only  one  statement  (from  Mr.  Orme,  of  Owen- 
more,  annexed  A.),  which  I look  upon  as  a very  faithful  report  of  what  has 
already  been  done. 

Owing  to  the  constant  severity  of  the  weather,  everything  is  in  an  unusually 
backward  state ; it  is  almost  impossible,  therefore,  to  say  at  present  how  much 
land  will  remain  waste. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  from  all  accounts  (as  I was  not  here  last  year),  that 
fully  four  or  five  times  the  quantity  of  potatoes  have  already  been  planted  com- 
pared to  last  year,  with  apparently  every  prospect  of  success.  * From  the  class  of 
persons  who,  as  far  as  1 can  judge,  have  run  the  risk  which  must  attend  the 
experiment,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  success  will  lead  to  a return  of  their 
old  habits,  while  on  the  other  hand,  i'ailure  will  lead  to  their  ruin,  if  not 
starvation. 

I think,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  Union,  that  more  has  already  been 
done  than  was  generally  expected,  but  still  the  Commissioners  must  be  prepared 
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to  hear  of  large  tracts  of  land  remaining  unproductive  this  year,  the  reasons  for 
which  may  be  attributed  to  the  following  causes,  viz. : — 

1.  The  broken-down  state  of  the  majority  of  the  landlords,  especially  of  some 
of  those  whose  tenants  have  emigrated. 

2.  Tenants  holding  possession  who  are  not  in  a position  to  cultivate  the  land. 

3.  Want  of  confidence  in  the  landlord,  which  is  frequently  imaginary,  and 
merely  a cloak  for  a grievance  or  for  idleness. 

4.  The  operation  of  the  quarter-acre  clause.  No  person  will  take  land  which 
is  covered  with  paupers. 

Owing  to  the  general  want  of  skill  and  industry,  and  the  complete  dependence 
upon  others  for  everything  (except  advice,  which  is  rarely  followed),  with  very 
few  exceptions,  the  small  farmers  iu  this  Union  ruin  their  land  without  obtaining 
half  of  the  crops  which  the  land  would  yield  if  properly  cultivated.  I have  no 
doubt  that  if  anything  can  do  good,  the  practical  instructors  will  be  the  most 
likely  means.  Mr.  Vaughan,  who  has  recently  arrived  here  in  that  capacity, 
speaks  most  confidently  of  the  good  which  he  has  been  able  to  effect  through  the 
medium  of  the  Society  of  Friends’  farms — they  are,  in  fact,  model  farms — where 
he  has  opportunities  of  practically  illustrating  his  various  lectures. 

I hope  that  in  another  fortnight  or  three  weeks  I may  be  able  to  give  you  more 
accurate  information. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Orme  to  Mr.  Hamilton: — April  21,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I write  to  let  you  know  the  progress  made  by  the 
peasantry  here  in  cropping  their  ground. 

The  quantity  of  land  lying  waste,  deserted  by  the  occupier,  and  apparently  forgotten  by  the 
proprietor,  is  at  this  season  painfully  evident.  I am,  however,  happy  to  be  able  to  say,  that  in 
the  occupied  districts  all  classes  seem  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  in  putting  down  their 
crops.  Already  a considerable  quantity  of  grain  has  been  sown,  and  a small  patch  of  potatoes 
may  be  seen  planted  at  almost  every  dwelling.  The  people  seem  aware  of  the  benefit  of  turnip 
culture,  ancl  no  doubt  a large  breadth  of  them  will  be  sown. 

The  better  class  of  farmers  (of  whom  I lament  to  say  there  are  very  few)  have  in  many  cases 
received  the  same  indulgence  in  the  payment  of  rents  as  their  poorer  neighbours,  and  in  con- 
sequence are  improving  in  their  circumstances ; and  they  have  also  evidently  received  a stimulus 
from  the  dear-bought  experience  of  the  last  year.  The  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  how- 
ever, occupy  small  portions  of  land  from  six  acres  downwards ; with  respect  to  these,  I think 
that  the  fears  I mentioned  in  my  former  letter  will  be  verified. 

The  system  of  tillage  has  been  heretofore  a manured  crop  of  potatoes,  and  a white  crop 
alternately. 

The  people  are  now  sowing  grain  crops  on  land  already  exhausted,  without  manure,  or  even 
the  benefit  of  a winter’s  fallow.  Their  haggards  are  now  consumed,  and  nearly  all  are  in  an 
impoverished  state ; they  are  consequently  unable  to  bestow  the  necessary  labour  and  capital 
which  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  land  requires. 

On  the  whole,  I think  there  is  no  want  of  exertion  this  season  in  comparison  with  any  pre- 
ceding one  on  the  part  of  the  poor  population  of  this  part  of  the  country,  although  at  the  same 
time  1 cannot  but  anticipate  a very  serious  falling  off  of  produce  in  the  ensuing  harvest  from 
the  exhausted  nature  of  the  soil,  and  want  of  manure  and  proper  cultivation. 


Further  Letter  from  Mr.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners : — April  24,  1848. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  on  the  subject  of  tbe 
agricultural  progress  which  has  been  made,  &c.,  I beg  to  forward  to  you  the 
annexed  letters  which  I have  received  from  Mr.  Vaughan,  practical  instructor,  and 
Mr.  Orme,  of  Abbeytown,  a most  intelligent  and  active  gentlemen. 

Enclosures. 

Mr.  Orme  to  Lieutenant  Hamilton: — April  24,  1848. 

I have  many  apologies  to  make  for  not  having  sooner  sent  the  report  you  asked  for,  but 
purposely  deferred  doing  so  until  I had  completed  the  inspection  of  this  district  on  Saturday 
last.  I am  most  happy  to  state,  that  there  is  a large  quantity  of  corn  already  sown,  and  a 
portion  of  ground  under  potatoes,  varying  from  a few  perches  to  two  and  even  three  acres.  On 
one  property  near  Ballycastle,  I find  as  much  tillage  as  in  any  former  year.  Nothing  can 
exceed  the  anxiety  of  the  peasantry  to  procure  potatoes,  some  having,  I have  good  reason  to 
believe,  sold  clothes  and  even  bedsteads  for  that  purpose. 

Still  it  must  not  be  concealed  that  vast  tracts  of  land  will  he  waste  this  year,  particularly 
where  the  tenants  were  too  poor  to  emigrate,  or  to  cultivate  their  holdings,  to  the  extent  of 
perhaps  half  the  barony. 

D 


Miscellaneous. 
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Mr.  Patrick  Vaughan  to  Lieutenant  Hamilton  : — April  24,  1848. 

As  Practical  Instructor  of  the  Ballina  district,  I beg  to  state,  that  I have  been  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  lands  of  this  district,  and  can  state  from  actual  observation,  that  the  people,, 
generally  speaking,  are  using  the  most  extraordinary  exertions  to  plant  potatoes  ; and  from  all 
I can  see,  I have  strong  hopes  that,  the  potato  will  do  well  this  season.  But  I fear  that  if  there 
is  not  great  exertion  made  to  assist  the  people  by  employment,  &c.,  to  carry  them  through  the 
intervening  space  between  this  and  the  harvest  coming  in,  they  will  be  reduced  to  the  most 
extreme  privation,  as  they  are  parting  with  every  vestige  in  the  way  of  value  they  are  possessed 
of  to  endeavour  to  get  the  potato  into  the.  soil ; I am  also  sorry  to  have  to  state  that  there  is  an 
immensity  of  land  out  of  cultivation  in  this  district,  in  many  localities  that  I have  visited,  full 
two-thirds. 


Belmullet  District  of  Ballina  Union — Mr.  R.  Hamilton : — April  22,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  Circular,  which  I this  moment  had  the  honour  to 
receive,  I beg  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  as 
far  as  I can  see  and  learn  there  will  be  but  little  grain  crops  sown  in  this  district, 
but  at  the  same  time  a much  larger  quantity  of  potatoes  have  been  planted  than 
ever  was  expected,  and  there  is  every  probability  of  turnips  being  sown  on  a large 
scale. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  land  which  will  remain  waste,  it  is  at  present 
impossible  to  form  any  accurate  estimate,  owing  to  the  backward  state  of  culti- 
vation, which  has  always  been  the  case  in  this  district,  and  more  particularly  this 
year ; however,  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  a large  proportion.  This  evil  may 
be  attributed  to  some  of  the  following  reasons,  viz  : — Many  of  the  proprietors 
having  their  entire  estates  in  their  own  hands,  and  having  no  means  to  cultivate 
them ; many  other  proprietors  being  in  such  distressed  circumstances  as  to  be 
unable  to  assist  their  tenants ; and  their  tenants,  who,  perhaps,  if  assisted,  would 
be  able  to  cultivate  a portion  of  their  holdings,  being  afraid  of  so  doing  lest  the 
crops  should  be  seized  for  rent.  The  practical  working  of  the  quarter  of  an  acre 
clause  is  likewise  another  impediment  to  the  cultivation  of  the  land. 

Several  of  the  proprietors,  I am  informed,  purpose  converting  their  properties 
into  grazing  farms,  but  as  this  will  afford  neither  employment  nor  food  for  the 
poor  of  Erris,  I see  but  little  prospect  of  their  being  supported  from  the  produce 
of  the  land  for  years  to  come. 


Ballinrobe  Union — Dr.  Dempster : — April  23,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Circular  of  22nd  instant,  and  beg  te- 
state that  from  personal  observation  and  inquiry  as  I went  through  this  Union, 
from  competent  persons,  I consider  that  at  least  there  are  three-fourths  more 
potatoes  already  planted  than  last  year,  but  that  four-fifths  less  corn  have  been 
sowed  ; this  I had  the  honour  of  remarking  in  my  report  of  yesterday. 


Ballyshannon  Union — Mr.  D'Arcy : — April  24,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  circular  I have  the  honour  to  report  the  state  of  the  crops 
in  this  district,  and  to  which  I have  directed  much  attention  since  the  sprin  o- 
opened. 

Wheat  has  been  sown  to  a small  extent;  three  weeks  since  it  looked  sickly, 
and  I feared  it  would  turn  out  a poor  crop,  but  the  late  genial  weather  has 
quite  recovered  it,  and  now  it  is  tillering,  and  presents  a thriving  and  healthy 
appearance. 

Bere  and  rye — none  are  sown. 

Oats  will  not  be  as  extensively  grown  as  usual  in  this  locality,  owing  to  two 
causes — first,  the  very  small  holders  are  too  poor  to  purchase  seed,  and  do  not 
possess  it  of  their  own ; secondly,  the  farmers,  a class  above  them,  who  hold  five 
or  six  acres,  have  their  land  in  such  worn-out  condition,  that  they  fear  the  old 
broken  land  which  has  now  given  corn  two  years  in  succession  is  unable  to  bear 
oats,  and  they  are  breaking  up  any  lea  land  on  their  farms,  and,  in  some  cases, 
their  small  pastures  for  the  purpose  of  growing  it.  This  system,  if  persevered  in, 
will  reduce  the  county  to  a barren  waste.  The  immediate  cause  of  this  was  the 
potato  failure,  which  was  the  only  crop  they  were  acquainted  with,  the  growth 
of  which  cleaned  and  manured  their  land,  rendering  it  again  fit  for  white  crops. 
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Potatoes  will  lie  planted  to  an  amazing  extent,  and  it  is  surprising  to  see  what 
a quantity  of  seed  is  now  brought  to  market;  a month  since  the  price  was  IOrf 
to  Is  per  stone  ; they  came  m that  time  in  small  parcels  in  panniers  on  donkeys’ 
backs,  now  they  come  m cart-loads,  and  the  price  is  reduced  to  Ski,  and  may  'by 
the  hundred  weight,  be  had  for  less  " * ’ 3 

A very  considerable  breadth  of  early  potatoes  has  been  planted  ; I have  seen 
some  above  ground  and  others  coming  up,  and  I never  recollect  to  have  seen  a 
more  promising  appearance  than  they  present,  they  are  putting  up  strong  stems 
thick  at  the  but,  and  have  evidently  something  to  grow  out  of.  Dunn"  the 
years  1845,  1846,  and  1847,  although  potatoes  presented  a luxuriant  appearance 
still  I remarked,  and  also  heard  it  noticed  by  others,  practical  farmers,  that  the 
shoot  was  weak,  and  when  farther  advanced  in  the  year,  that  the  tops,  though 
long,  had  not  the  stamina  of  former  years.  The  peculiar  strength  of  bud  and 
shoot  this  year  induces  me  to  hope  that  they  will  continue  healthy,  and  if  so,  will 
be  an  abundant  crop.  No  poor  man  that  has  land  and  can  scrape  the  price  of  a 
hundred  weight  together  that  will  not  plant  them,  and  to  such  an  extent  that 
they  will  add  considerably  to  the  slock  of  food  which  will  be  produced  by  this 
country. 

The  grain  crops  have  been  rather  later  than  usual  in  time  of  sowing,  hut  the 
regetanen  is  rapid  beyond  precedent,  and  I hope  that  they  will  make  ip  for  the 
•difference  of  time.  The  grass  is  more  forward  through  the  county  generally  than 
I have  seen  it  in  other  years  on  the  10th  of  May. 


Miscellaneous. 


Banti'y  Union — Captain  Gordon: — May  1,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  in  accordance  with  your  communication  of  the 
22nd  April,  that  the  potato  crop  is  coming  on  very  favourably,  and  more  land 
planted  with  that  root  than  has  been  known  for  years.  Some  few  instances  have 
occurred  of  the  seed  rotting  in  the  ground  from  the  heavy  rains— and  in  these 
cases  the  land  has  been  re-set.  I state  the  foregoing  from  information  upon 
which  I can  depend. 


Cahirciveen  Union — Colonel  Clarice: — April  24,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22nd  instant,  requesting  information  regarding 
the  general  prospect  of  the  agricultural  crops,  I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you 
that  there  is  little  or  no  grain  of  any  description  grown  in  this  Union ; hut  it  is 
generally  admitted  that  there  was  never  known  so  great  a breadth  of  land  planted 
with  potatoes,  which  is  still  going  on  with  great  activity. 

Some  apprehension  ivas  entertained  that  the  early-sown  potatoes  would  rot  in 
the  ground,  in  consequence  of  the  long  continuance  of  wet  weather ; but  1 have 
this  morning  returned  from  visiting  Valencia  and  the  western  part  of  the  Union, 
and  found  those  grounds  first  planted  showing  a healthy  growth  of  vigorous 
plants. 


Callan  Union — Captain  Evans : April  24,  1848. 

In  acknowledging  your  Circular  of  the  22  nd  instant,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  state — not  alone  from  my  own  personal  observations,  but  that  of  other 
gentlemen,  with  whom  I come  in  contact  daily — it  has  been  remarked  in  this 
county  that  the  agricultural  crops  this  year  far  exceed  that  of  former  years ; and 
as  to  the  potato  crop,  I have  seen  in  my  travels  through  the  country,  particularly 
in  that  portion  of  my  Union,  Ballingarry,  county  Tipperary,  the  planting  of 
this  crop  carried  on  very  extensively,  and  at  this  season  of  the  year  to  a greater 
extent  than  I saw  it  in  the  north  of  Ireland  last  year ; but  at  the  same  time  I 
must  state,  that  no  employment  is  given,  as  the  families  of  the  farmers  do  the 
work. 


Carnck-on-Shannon  Union — Captain  Wynne: — April  25,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  'your  letter  of  the  22nd 
instant,  relative  to  the  agricultural  prospects  in  my  district. 

In  many  electoral  divisions,  I regret  to  say,  the  prospect  is  anything  but  cheer- 
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ing,  while  in  some  there  is  nearly  an  average  breadth  of  corn  (for  this  country), 
and  very  great  anxiety  to  plant  the  largest  amount  of  potatoes  their  means  of 
purchasing  seed  will  admit  of. 

The  breadth  already  planted  in  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  the  elec- 
toral divisions  of  Carrick,  Elphin,  part  of  Killucan,  and  part  of  Drumsna,  is  not 
considerable.  .... 

The  great  obstacle  will  be  found  the  procuring  of  seed,  as  this  district  produced^ 
scarcely  any  potatoes  last  year ; and  the  small  portions  that  now  remain  are  of 
the  worst  description,  scarcely  to  be  depended  on  for  seed,  from  their  not  having 
ripened  sufficiently.  Our  market  is  supplied  from  the  coast  and  parts  of  Mayo, 
where  the  potatoes  did  comparatively  well  last  year.  The  market  price  here  is 
40  per  cent,  higher  than  in  Swineford,  or  Ballaghadereen. 

I have  no  doubt  but  that  if  a facility  of  procuring  seed  were  afforded,  an 
average  crop  of  potatoes  might  be  reckoned  on  in  the  greater  portion  of  my 
district. 

There  is  at  present  available  two  years’  manure,  not  however  twice  the  quantity 
of  ordinary  years,  as  last  year  manure  was  not  collected  with  as  much  industry 
as  if  the  prospect  of  the  potato  crop  had  been  different,  but  there  is  a large 
quantity  available  at  this  moment. 

I do  not  think  it  will  be  found  possible  in  this  Union  to  organize  a committee 
to  enable  us  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  of  procuring  seed  which  the 
Central  Committee  holds  out.  I have  however  done  all  in  my  power  to  promote 
its  formation. 

In  the  mountain  districts  some  oats  will  yet  be  sown,  and  some  barley  in  any 
land  which  may  he  suited  to  that  grain ; but  I do  not  expect  that  the  amount  will 
be  anything  considerable. 

I do  not  think  that  any  turnips  will  be  sown  if  potatoes  can  be  procured  for 
seed. 

The  corn  crops,  wherever  over  ground,  appear  healthy  though  backward,  but 
from  the  temper  of  the  soil  and  climate  such  is  always  the  case. 


Cashel  Union — Mr.  Robinson : — April  23,  1848. 

In  reply  to  Circular,  dated  April  22nd,  directing  me  to  report  upon  the  general 
state  of  the  crops  in  this  district,  I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather  there 
has  as  yet  been  very  little  done  by  the  farmers  in  respect  of  the  planting  of 
potatoes  or  the  sowing  of  oats.  I have  remarked,  in  going  through  the  Union, 
that  there  is  an  immense  deal  of  land  ploughed  up,  in  which  it  is  intended  to  put 
oats  or  potatoes.  This  work  must  commence  within  10  days  or  a fortnight,  and 
will  then,  I trust,  afford  considerable  employment  to  the  poor.  There  are, 
however,  some  electoral  divisions  in  this  Union  which  I am  afraid  will  be  excep- 
tions, viz.,  Killenaule,  Kiltinan,  part  of  Peppardstown,  and  Dangan.  In  these, 
from  their  being  very  mountainous,  there  is,  and  will  be,  very  little  tillage,  and  I 
fear  very  little  employment  will  be  given. 

From  what  I can  learn  upon  the  subject,  I consider  that  potatoes  will  be 
planted  in  this  country  to  a very  considerable  extent.  There  is  no  scarcity  what- 
ever with  regard  to  seed,  and  there  is  an  abundance  of  both  oats  and  potatoes  in 
every  market.  Upon  yesterday,  (the  market-day  here),  they  were  sold  at  the 
following  prices  : — oats,  9 s.  4 d.  per  barrel ; potatoes,  7\d.  per  stone. 


Castlebar  Union — Captain  Farren: — April  23,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22nd  instant,  requesting  information  relative  to 
the  general  prospects  of  the  agricultural  crops  in  my  district,  I beg  to  state  that 
I have  observed  for  some  weeks  past  a much  greater  degree  of  activity  in  agricul- 
tural operations  than  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  All  the  holders 
of  land  who  have  auy  means  are  exerting  themselves  to  put  a crop  in  the  ground, 
and  a very  considerable  quantity  of  potatoes  has  already  been  sown.  It  was 
usual  in  this  district  to  sow  a portion  of  the  potato  crop,  the  garden  potatoes 
early,  and  the  field  potatoes  late,  about  May ; but  now  a greater  portion  has  been 
put  down  at  the  early  period  than  on  any  former  occasion.  Another  month 
must,  however,  elapse  before  the  full  extent  of  the  potato  sowing  for  this  year 
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can  be  ascertained.  Bailey  has  also  been  sown.  The  oat  crop  will  not  he  so 
extensive  as  in  former  years,  the  land  having  been  exhausted  by  a succession  of 
grain  crops.  The  people  are  now  anxious  to  put  down  potatoes  and  turnips. 

The  potato  produce  of  last  season  has  been  carefully  hoarded,  and  many  of  the 
small  holders  have  suffered  great  privation  to  preserve  it  for  seed. 

At  the  market  yesterday  there  was  a larger  supply  of  potatoes  than  for  many 
months  past ; they  were  brought  in  by  strangers.  There  was  a tolerable  supply 
of  oats  and  a little  barley.  The  prices  were  as  follow : — 


Seed  potatoes  (lumpers) 
„ (cups) 

Seed  oats  . 

„ barley. 


s.  d. 

0 74  per  stone. 

0 9'  „ 

6 0 per  cwt. 

6 6 „ 


There  is  a great  demand  for  potato  seed.  If  a supply  could  be  thrown  into  the 
market  here  at  this  moment  it  would  be  of  great  service. 

I have  not  heard  of  any  land  having  been  set  in  con-acre.  The  cottiers,  and 
those  who  in  former  years  subsisted  by  that  system  (a  very  numerous  class),  are 
still  unable  to  make  any  effort  for  the  future. 

The  activity  amongst  the  holders  of  land  is  however  cheering.  The  apathy 
and  despair  which  prevailed  at  this  period  last  year  do  not  now  exist,  and  every 
man  who  can  crop  his  land  is  doing  so  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 


Castlerea  Union — Mr.  Auchmuty: — April  24,  1848. 

I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I have  visited 
nearly  the  entire  of  this  Union  within  the  last  ten  days,  and  have  been  most 
particular  in  making  inquiries  everywhere  I have  been  ; also  from  what  I have 
observed  myself  I am  of  opinion  that  there  will  not  be  near  as  much  oats  sow; 
this  year  as  there  was  last  season.  The  poor  were  not  able  to  take  con-acresn 
also  there  is  a quantity  of  land  waste,  from  tenants  emigrating,  or  from  evictions 
having  taken  place. 

I was  quite  astonished  to  see  the  quantity  of  land  under  potatoes  ; I am 
informed  that  for  the  last  20  years  there  never  was  more  planted  any  one  season 
than  there  is  in  the  Galway  and  Mayo  portion  of  this  Union.  I have  to  observe 
that  there  is  hardly  any  wheat  sown  in  my  district.  Everything  is  very  backward 
from  the  wetness  of  the  season. 


Clifden  Union — Mr.  Deane: — April  23,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the 
22nd  April,  requiring  me  to  afford  any  information  I have  obtained,  by  persona 
observation  or  otherwise,  regarding  the  general  prospect  of  the  agricultural  crops 
(especially  the  potato  crop)  in  the  Union  entrusted  to  my  charge. 

In  reply  thereto,  I have  to  state  that  I have  notfailed  to  make  accurate  inquiry 
in  reference  thereto,  and  combined  with  the  close  observation  I was  enabled  to 
make  during  my  weekly  journeys  through  the  district,  I am  in  a position  to  supply 
you  with  the  following  information. 

First.  Throughout  the  whole  district  there  is  a very  large  quantity  of  potatoes 
planted,  more  by  those  who  have  been  enabled  to  make  a tillage  than  for  many 
previous  years. 

Secondly.  There  has  been  very  little  oats  sown,  and  but  a small  proportion  of 
barley,  as  compared  with  last  year. 

Thirdly.  There  has  been,  in  consequence  of  the  increased  confidence  in  the 
success  of  the  potato  crop,  a disinclination  to'  grow  green  crops. 

In  reference  to  the  planting  of  potatoes,  I have  known  many  instances  of  persons 
who  disposed  of  their  cattle  to  purchase  seed;  some  parted  with  their  furniture, 
while  others,  having  saved  seed  since  last  year,  witnessed  their  families  in  want 
of  food  rather  than  use  it. 

The  oat  crop  will  be  a very  small  one,  less  indeed  than  for  many  previous  years. 
The  same  observation  will  apply  to  barley.  The  confidence  in  the  success  of  the 
potato  crop  has  induced  the  people  to  rely  upon  it  almost  exclusively.  The  lives 
of  thousands  depend  upon  the  experiment. 


Miscellaneous. 
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I may  here  mention  that  a very  liberal  offer  was  made  by  the  Central  Relief 
Committee  of  Ireland,  to  aid  two  of  the  parishes  in  this  Union,  by  an  advance  of 
400Z.  for  the  purchase  of  seed.  Security  was  required  for  the  repayment  of  this 
sum.  A committee  was  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements ; but  L 
have  been  informed  by  Dr.  Suffield,  who  acted  as  secretary,  that  there  was  an 
indisposition  upon  the  part  of  the  landlords  to  make  themselves  perfectly  respon- 
sible ; Mr.  Hyacinth  D’Arcy  being  the  exception.  . 

Should  you  require  more  detailed  information  than  that  which  I have  had  the 
honour  to  submit,  in  reference  to  the  agricultural  prospects  of  the  Union,  I think 
I can  be  enabled  to  supply  it.  During  the  period  of  my  service  m Imshowen 
Union  last  year  I procured  a return  at  a very  trifling  expense,  ol  the  quantity  ot 
potatoes  and  turnips  sown  in  each  townland  in  one  or  two  electoral  divisions.  _ 1 
shall  feel  happy  to  make  a similar  return  for  this  Union  should  I receive  your  in- 
structions to  do  so. 


Clonmel  Union — Captain  Hill : — April  23,  J843. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Stanley’s  letter,  dated  yesterday,  I beg  to  state  that  having 
since  my  arrival  last  month  deemed  my  services  more  required  in  the  town  than 
the  country,  my  personal  observations  as  to  the  progress  of  agriculture  have  been 
limited  to  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  the  general  prospect  of  good  crops 
in  which,  I consider  favourable,  though  the  potatoes  are  rather  late  m being 
planted. 

I have  observed  no  land,  bearing  the  marks  of  cultivation  in.  previous  years, 
lying  waste,  but  all  either  already  sown  or  in  preparation  for  seed.  The  young 
wheat  is  looking  healthy.  The  early  potatoes  in  many  fields  are  above  the 
ground ; and  though  the  quantity  of  acres  intended  for  this  esculent  is  doubtless 
less  than  before  the  failures  of  recent  years,  there  is  a very  considerable  portion 
of  the  soil  devoted  to  this  purpose.  I have  consulted  with  many  persons  on  this 
subject,  on  whose  opinions  I believe  I can  place  reliance,  and  they  accord  with 
my  own  ; whilst,  from  the  reports  I have  heard  relative  to  the  rural  parts  of  the 
Union,  I think  myself  justified  in  stating  that  prospects  of  crops  are  also  good, 
and  the  farmers  looking  forward  with  confidence  to  the  probable  decrease  of 
their  difficulties  by  that  of  potatoes,  the  cultivation  of  which  they  represent  as 
*'  abundant.” 


Dingle  Union — Captain  Sir  Thomas  Doss,  D.N. : — April  24, 1848. 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  contained  in  your  Circular  of  the  22nd  inst., 
I beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  in  one  of  the  electoral  divisions  of  this  Union 
(Castlegregory)  there  will  be  as  great  a breadth  of  land  under  potatoes  this  season 
as  there  has  been  during  any  period  within  the  last  ten  years  ; and  I believe  the 
failure,  while  it  was  general  in  other  districts  in  1846  and  1847,  was  but  partial 
in  Castlegregory.  Ballyduff,  the  adjoining  electoral  division,  promises  a good 
supply.  In  Baliinvoher,'  Ballinacourty,  and  Minard,  every  person  holding  land 
(and  there  were  not  so  many  evictions  here  as  in  the  poorer  districts  to  the  west- 
ward) will  plant  more  or  less  according  to  their  means.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dingle  there  is  much  activity  with  the  potato  crop,  and  in  the  electoral  divisions 
of  Kilquane,  Dunorlin,  Dunquin,  and  Ventry  great  efforts  are  being  made  to  sow 
by  those  who  continued  in  occupation  of  land ; and  I am  glad  to  say  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  immense  tracts  which  were  lying  waste  about  two  months  back 
have  since  been  let  to  a more  substantial  class  of  persons,  although  I fear  too  late 
for  extensive  tilling ; still,  under  all  circumstances,  there  will  I trust  he  by  the 
exertions  of  the  farmers  themselves  more  tillage  of  every  kind  than  I had  antici- 
pated, although  the  corn  crop  will  fall  very  short  of  what  it  used  to  be  in  palmier 
days ; indeed  it  never  was  a corn-growing  country,  potatoes,  milk,  and  butter 
being  the  most  profitable  (because  the  least  troublesome)  sources  of  support.. 
Even  now,  and  notwithstanding  the  repeated  and  dreadful  warnings  of  the  last  two 
years,  it  is  really  surprising  the  efforts  that  are  being  made  by  all  classes  to  return 
to  and  restore  this  much  loved  root.  Our  very  paupers  are  sowing  a few  perches 
of  “ con”  or  “ score ” ground;  and  repeated  applications  are  made  by  our  stone- 
breakers  for  permission  to  absent  themselves  for  a few  days  for  this  purpose,  which 
I invariably  grant. 
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Donegal  Union — Captain  Herbert,  R.N. : — April  24,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  Circular  of  the  22nd  instant,  requesting  to  be  furnished 
with  the  general  prospects  of  the  agricultural  crops  in  this  district,  I do  myself  the 
honour  to  state  my  reports  for  the  last  three  weeks  will  have  conveyed  to  the 
Commissioners  the  gratifying  assurance  that  the  rural  population  had  been  gene- 
rally employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land ; and  I am  enabled  to  confirm,  as 
well  from  personal  observations  as  from  concurrent  testimony,  that  a larger  breadth 
of  land  has  been  brought  into  cultivation  than  was  in.  former  years;  green  crops 
have  been  largely  extended  ; but  I do  not  consider  the  potato  crop  will  be  equal 
to  two-thirds  of  that  sown  in  1846. 

Throughout  the  Union  of  Donegal  an  improved  mode  of  cultivation  is  very 
perceptible,  and  the  rural  population  evince  better  spirit  in  the  preparation  of 
their  land  than  last  year. 


Dunmanway  Union — Major  Stuart : — April  24,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  dated  22nd  instant,  requiring  for  the  Commissioners, 
information  on  the  general  prospects  of  the  agricultural  crops,  especially  the 
potato  crop,  I beg  to  state  that  I have  observed  in  this  district  the  planting  of 
potatoes  very  extensively. 

I am  informed  that  there  have  been  a few  cases  of  failure,  arising  from  the 
great  quantity  of  rain  that  has  fallen ; and  I have  heard  the  quantity  of  potatoes 
planted,  variously  estimated,  at  from  five  to  ten  times  greater  than  that  of  last 
year. 

The  quantity  of  wheat  and  oats  is  stated  to  be  very  much  less. 


Dunshaughlin  Union — Captain  Elude,  R.N. : — April  24,  1848. 

In  reply  to  Circular  requiring  a report  on  the  present  state  of  the  agricultural 
crops,  I beg  to  state  that  a very  small  portion  of  this  Union  is  under  tillage,  the 
great  bulk  of  the  land  being  appropriated  to  grazing.  As  far  as  my  observations 
go,  in  travelling  from  place  to  place,  the  small  patches  of  cultivated  lands  which 
here  and  there  occur  are  either  cropped,  or  in  progress  of  being  cropped,  and  in 
an  average  state  of  forwardness.  There  being  few  small  holders  of  land,  potatoes 
are  consequently  cultivated  on  a very  limited  scale. 


Ennis  Union — Mr.  Crony n : — April  24,  1848. 

In  reply  to  the  Commissioners1  Circular,  requesting  such  information  as  up  to 
the  present  time  I may  have  acquired,  by  personal  observation  or  otherwise, 
regarding  the  general  prospects  of  the  agricultural  crops,  especially  the  potato 
crop,  in  this  Union,  I have  the  honour  to  state  that  very  unusual  exertions  have 
been  up  to  this  time,  and  are  still  being  made  to  insure  a large  agricultural 
supply. 

I am  credibly  informed  that,  despite  the  difficulty  many  of  the  poorer  class  labour 
under,  viz.,  that  of  not  having  the  means  to  purchase  potato  seed  (which  however 
is  very  abundant,  seed  of  best  quality  having  been  freely  offered  on  Saturday  last 
in  Ennis  market  at  9 d„  8 \d„  and  S d.  per  stone),  still  that  so  large  a plant  of 
potatoes  has  not  been  before  known  in  this  district.  The  wetness  of  the  season 
has  greatly  interfered  with  the  grain  sowing ; notwithstanding  this  impediment 
there  is  a great  deal  of  land  oat  sown. 

Preparations  for  turnip  tillage,  to  which  much  of  the  land  in  this  district  is 
favourable,  are  being  extensively  made ; but  of  wheat  I regret  to  say  there  has 
not  been  much  sown. 

Altogether,  I should  say  that,  if  blessed  by  bountiful  Providence,  the  agricul- 
tural prospects  in  this  locality  would  be  fully  as  abundant  as  they  ever  were. 


Fermoy  Union — Major  Bolton: — April  24,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22nd  instant,  I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the 
information  oi  the  Commissioners,  that,  from  personal  observation  and  inquiry,  I 
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am  of  opinion  that  double  the  quantity  of  land  has  this  year  been  planted  with 
potatoes,  than  there  has  been  any  season  since  the  potato  disease  first  commenced, 
and  in  consequence  I am  informed  that  other  green  crops  will  not  be  sown  to  the 
same  extent  as  last  year ; but  owing  to  the  extreme  wet  of  the  past  week  or 
ten  days,  farming  operations  have  been  greatly  retarded,  and  therefore  it  is  im- 
possible to  say  at  present  what  quantity  will  eventually  be  sown. 

The  wheat  crops  are  about  the  usual  average. 


Galway  Union — Major  MlKie: — April  23,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date  I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  from  personal  observation,  as  well  as  from 
information  I have  gained  from  others,  I am  enabled  to  report  that  the  greatest 
exertions  are  making  throughout  the  Union  to  crop  the  laud,  especially  with 
potatoes,  of  which  a great  breadth  has  already  been  planted.  I have  been  credibly 
informed  that  many  who  have  no  seed  have  dug  their  land  in  the  hope  that  they 
mav  be  able  to  procure  seed,  and  that  the  people  are  selling  every  available  article 
they  can  dispose  of  to  purchase  seed. 

The  bay  of  Galway  is  daily  covered  with  boats  laden  with  sea-weed,  which  is 
extensively  used  as  a manure  for  the  potato. 

I am  informed  there  will  be  much  less  oats  than  usual,  every  one  being  anxious 
to  plant  potatoes. 


Glenties  Union — Captain  O'Neill: — April  24,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  22nd  instant,  I have  the  honour  to 
state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  from  my  own  observations, 
and  the  inquiries  which  I have  made  regarding  the  agricultural  crops  in  this 
Union,  that  the  quantity  of  corn  sown  this  season  is  about  an  average  of  the  crop 
of  last  year.  The  people  are  making  great  efforts  to  plant  a good  number  of 
potatoes,  and  I should  say  there  are  already  double  the  quantity  planted  this  year 
to  what  there  were  last ; but  there  will  be  a great  deficiency  in  the  potato  crop  when 
compared  to  former  years,  from  the  inability  of  the  poorer  class  to  purchase  seed. 
The  general  opinion,  however,  amongst  the  farmers  is,  that  should  there  be  no 
failure  in  the  potato  crop  this  year  there  will  be  a fair  supply. 

This  Union  being  almost  all  mountain,  and  those  parts  of  it  which  are  under 
tillage  being  badly  cultivated,  the  land  is  not  in  a fit  state  to  yield  corn ; hence 
arises  the  deficiency  in  that  crop. 


Gort  Union — Captain  Hanley : — April  24,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  Circular,  requesting  such  information  as,  up  to  the  present 
time,  I may  have  acquired,  by  personal  observation  or  otherwise,  regarding  the 
general  prospects  of  the  agricultural  crops,  especially  the  potato  crop,  in  this  dis- 
trict; I beg  to  state  that  considerable  portions  of  this  Union  remain  uncultivated. 
•The  oat  sowing,  hitherto  'delayed  hy  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  now  rapidly 
progresses ; as  to  green  cropping  it  is  very  little  practised,  and  this  is  not  gene- 
rally a wheat  district,  but  where  sown,  the  plant  presents  a healthy  appearance  ; 
but  in  the  culture  of  the  potato  the  utmost  activity  prevails  to  plant  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale;  and  I am  convinced  a greater  breadth  of  land  has  been  cropped  up 
to  this  early  period,  than  in  former  years ; and  large  tracts  are  in  preparation,  the 
people  entertaining  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  its  success,  and  freedom  this  year 
from  disease. 


Grananl  Union — Captain  Lang  : — April  23,  1848. 

In  my  report  of  the  21st  instant  (which,  being  too  late  for  Friday’s  post,  you 
will  not  receive  before  Monday)  I have  in  part  anticipated  the  information  required 
by  your  Circular  of  the  22nd,  received  this  morning. 

In  my  progress  through  the  district  I have  taken  some  pains  to  observe  the 
general  appearance  and  prospects  of  the  crops  in  the  ground,  and  of  the  state  of 
preparation  of  the  land  for  spring  crops.  Where  the  land  has  been  clean  and  in 
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good  tilth  (as  farmers  call  it),  and  the  labour  well  performed,  the  wheat  crops 
look  well  and  vigorous,  generally  a little  too  thick,  which  is  the  general  fault  of 
Irish  wheat  sowing ; under  less  favourable  circumstances,  and  defective  tillage, 
the  crops  look  poor  and  bad.  With  zegard  to  the  oat  crop,  there  is  decidedly 
nothing  like  the  breadth  of  land  got  in,  as  there  was  at  the  same  period  last 
season,  the  late  wet  spring  has  prevented  much  of  the  tenacious  clay  lands  from 
being  sown. 

In  the  potato  crop  there  is  an  increase  in  the  quantity  already  planted,  and  there 
was  some  activity  and  exertion  made  to  plant  earlier  than  usual  this  season,  but 
there  is  still  a lai-ge  breadth  of  land  in  preparation  for  planting  which  the  heavy 
rains  have  retarded. 

I have  taken  frequent  opportunities  of  examining  the  quality  of  the  seed  potatoes, 
and  I have  not  fouud  any  which  were  unsound  or  tainted  with  the  disease  of  the 
last  two  years.  The  high  price  of  seed  potatoes  in  the  markets,  ranging  from  7 d. 
to  Is.  per  stone,  has  prevented  the  poorer  and  small  occupiers  from  planting  so 
much  of  this  crop  as  in  former  seasons. 

The  majority  of  this  class  of  occupiers  and  the  cottier  tenantry,  indeed  I may 
say  the  whole  of  them,  with  a few  exceptions,  are,  as  usual,  idle,  reckless,  lazy, 
and  iinpi-ovident ; many  of  them  I could  see  as  I passed  aloug  sitting  idly  smoking 
on  the  back  of  a ditch,  without  making  the  slightest  attempt  at  even  digging  their 
gardens.  They  appear  to  depend  on  some  future  contingency,  like  the  public 
works  or  temporary  relief  measure,  to  feed  themselves  and  families. 

A stranger  among  these  people,  and,  strange  to  say,  a Government  officer,  if  he 
knows  the  tact  of  drawing  them  out,  will  always  hear  more  of  their  real  senti- 
ments than  a man  of  their  own  country.  I seldom  lose  an  opportunity  of  con- 
versing with  them  on  their  affairs,  and  they  readily  and  warmly  enter  into  an 
argument,  during  the  course  of  which  you  may  acquire  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
all  their  feelings  by  a little  management. 


Extract  from  Captain  Lang's  Report  of  April  21,  1848,  above  referred  to. 

In  my  progress  through  different  parts  of  the  district  I have  directed  my 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  cultivation  of  the  land.  There  appears  to  be  a greater 
breadth  of  potatoes  planted  than  last  year ; but  the  frequent  rains  and  the  almost 
total  neglect  of  drainage,  which  renders  any  farming  operations  both  injudicious 
and  laborious  in  a rainy  season,  have  very  much  retarded  the  getting  in  of  the 
spring  crops.  I have  seldom  seen  any  district  in  Ireland  which  exhibits  a worse 
system  of  farming : the  small  occupiers,  and  even  the  larger  class  of  farmers, 
appear  to  he  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of  good  husbandry.  When  I first 
commenced  the  operations  on  the  workhouse  grounds,  there  was  not  one  of  the 
labouring  men  employed  who  appeared  to  have  ever  seen  or  understood  any 
thing  about  sub-soiling  and  trenching ; and  I was  obliged  to  give  much  of  my 
time  and  attention  to  teaching  them  and  superintending  the  work.  In  the  course 
of  its  progress  many  of  the  neighbouring  farmers  have  visited  the  ground,  and 
appeared  desirous  of  information  as  to  its  operation  and  its  ultimate  advantage ; 
and  I hope  it  will  eventually  prove  a useful  lesson.  Oh  some  few  of  the  gentle- 
men’s demesnes  there  has  been  some  improvement  carried  on,  and  consequent 
employment  afforded.  On  Major  Blackall’s  property  in  particular  much  has  been 
effected  and  is  going  on ; but  a great  deal  of  what  I observed  on  other  properties 
has  been  imperfectly  executed,  and  on  faulty  principles.  There  are  large  tracts 
of  rich  alluvial  land  lying  waste  and  unprofitable  from  the  want  of  drainage. 
Where  any  has  been  attempted,  the  specimens  I saw  of  drainage  engineering  are 
the  most  deplorable  examples  of  incapacity  and  ignorance,  and  waste  of  money 
and  labour,  I ever  observed  in  any  country. 


Kells  Union — Captain  Dent , R.N. : — April  23,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  calling  for  an  immediate  report  on 
the  state  of  agriculture,  &c.,  I am  enabled  to  make  a prompt  reply  as  respects 
this  Union,  having  made  a point  when  going  through  the  country  to  observe  and 
make  inquiries  into  the  state  of  agricultural  pursuits.  I have  also  put  myself  into 
communication  this  day  with  several  of  the  principal  landlords  and  farmers  of 
the  neighbourhood  ; and  from  all  sources  I gain  the  gratifying-  intelligence  that 


Miscellaneous. 
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Miscellaneous,  there  is  every  prospect  of  an  abundant  harvest  of  every  production  of  grain  and 
vegetable.  I am  told  that  there  is  very  much  more  land  in  culture  than  was  ever 
known  in  this  country ; that  the  potato  planting  is  on  a most  extensive  scale,  20 
times  the  amount  of  former  (late)  years. 

Every  one  is  most  busy  in  clearing  out  their  yards,  and  manure  is  being  carried 
forth  from  every  house  in  the  town.  I invariably  stop  and  ask  as  I go  to  what 
purpose  it  is  to  be  applied,  and  as  invariably  am  answered,  for  the  planting  of  the 
potato,  with  the  reservation,  “ please  God  it  will  be  a blessed  season “ the 
olden  times  are  coming  back,”  kc.,  &c.  I am  inclined  to  think  that,  save  the 
small  holder,  the  planting  of  this  root  is  as  formerly.  Ground  is  also  being  pre- 
pared, and  I am  informed  that  green  crops  will  be  abundant.  I write  this  in  a 
hurry,  thinking  it  may  be  at  once  required.  I shall  make  a point  of  riding 
through  the  Union  to-morrow  and  making  further  inquiries,  which  shall  be 
reported  on  if  anything  transpires. 

The  Kells  markets  are  abundantly  supplied  with  seed  potatoes.  On  all  sides  I 
am  told  there  was  no  conception  there  was  near  so  much  potatoes  in  the  country. 


Kells  Union — Further  Report  from  Captain  Dent: — April  24,  1848. 

In  continuation  of  my  yesterday’s  report  on  the  state  of  the  agricultural  labour 
in  this  Union,  I have  to  inform  you  that  I have  devoted  this  day  to  going  through 
the  country  in  its  length  and  breadth,  and  on  all  quarters  the  report  is  most 
favourable.  Having  called  on  sundry  persons,  and  conversed  with  the  farmers  on 
their  grounds,  as  well  as  communicated  with  the  several  police  on  my  route,  all 
•agree  that  the  quantity  of  land  in  tillage  exceeds  any  former  years.  A gentleman 
in  the  Girley  division,  who  has  resided  in  that  neighbourhood  all  his  life,  says  that 
there  are  more  potatoes  being  put  in  than  he  ever  remembers,  with  the  exception 
of  the  large  coarse  potato  that  used  to  be  grown  to  feed  the  cattle ; that  laro-e 
crops  of  parsnips  and  mangel-wurzel  will  be  sown,  but  that  a great  deal  of  the 
ground  that  was  in  turnips  last  year  will  be  planted  with  the  potato.  In  the 
country  round  Moynalty,  Carlonstown,  and  Feltown,  there  is  not  a plot  of  ground 
that  is  not  being  prepared ; and  I was  informed  that  many  small  farmers  who 
lacked  money,  have  sold  a beast  for  the  purpose  of  buying  seed  potatoes.  All  the 
small  plots  in  the  rear  of  the  houses  in  the  towns  are  being  planted ; and  while  it 
is  now  out  of  the  power  of  the  very  poor  classes  to  plant,  those  who  can  are  doing 
it  on  so  extensive  a scale  as  will  greatly  compensate  for  it.  The  people  appear  in 
much  better  spirits,  and  display  an  energy  I have  never  seen  of  late  among  them  ; 
the  only  drawback  is  the  chance  of  a failure  in  the  crop.  Should  this  unhappily 
occur,  most  of  the  small  farmers  will  be  totally  ruined.  A little  open  weather, 
and  the  country  will  wear  a different  aspect,  I was  informed  that  persons  who 
heretofore  put  in  a couple  of  acres,  are  planting  to  the  extent  of  eight  to  fourteen. 


Kenmare  Unions  Captain  Ommanney,  R.N  April  24,  1848. 

Agreeably  with'  your  request  contained  in  letter  requiring  a report  on  the 
prospects  of  the  agricultural  crops  in  this  Union,  the  greatest  confidence  is  reposed 
in  the  potato  crop  this  year  by  all  classes  ; it  is  planted  more  extensively  than  it 
has  been  for  several  years ; and  by  every  authority  I am  informed  that  so  large  a 
quantity  was  never  known  to  be  planted  so  early  in  the  season  as  this  year. 
Every  one  who  has  the  means  has  made  the  utmost  exertion  to  plant  a crop  of 
potatoes.  The  small  holders  of  land  have  sacrificed  all  they  possess  to  put  in  a 
crop,  determined  to  struggle  through  the  period  up  to  harvest  as  they  best  can  for 
subsistence. 

The  quantity  of  grain  cultivated  for  this  district  is  inconsiderable;  there  is  a 
greater  disposition  in  favour  of  the  turnip  crop  than  was  ever  manifested  before. 


Kilrush  Union — Captain  Kennedy : — April  25,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Circular,  dated  22nd 
April. 

I have  within  a few  days  traversed  the  greater  portion  of  the  Union ; and  the 
general  opinion  is,  that  the  wheat  crop  is  looking  well.  Tillage  is  very  backward. 
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owing  to  tile  frequent  and  heavy  rains.  The  quantity  of  surface  water  on  the  Mncellaneo 

land  is  very  great,  none  of  it  being  drained.  * ' 

There  is  a great  breadth  of  potato  planted  throughout  the  Union,  particularly 
to  the  westward,  where  every  green  patch  has  been  broken  up  for  this  purpose.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  quantity  planted  is  equal  to  that  of  any  season  within  the 
last  10  years. 

The  potato  succeeded  remarkably  well  in  this  district  last  year.  Any  quantity 
may  be  purchased  at  present  lor  6d.  per  stone.  Those  earliest  planted  look 
promising. 


Listowel  Union— Captain  Spark,  R.N. : — April  24,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  contained  in  Circular,  dated  the  22nd  instant, 
to  report  to  the  Commissioners  such  information  as  up  to  the  present  time  I may 
have  acquired,  by  personal  observation  or  otherwise,  regarding  the  general  prospect 
of  the  agricultural  crops,  especially  the  potatoes,  in  my  district ; I have  the  honour 
to  state  that  potatoes  are  being  very  largely  planted  in  this  Union  by  the  farmers ; 
and  had  not  so  much  wet  weather  prevailed,  there  would  have  been  by  this  time  a 
greater  breadth  of  this  root  in  the  ground  than  has  been  set  for  many  years  past. 
None  are  yet  showing  above  ground. 

Of  corn  crops  very  little  have  been  sown  at  all,  owing  to  the  very  unfavourable 
season  and  wet  state  of  the  ground.  Those  farmers  who  had  intended  sowing 
spring  wheat  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  idea,  and  they  will  sow  oats  or 
barley  instead.  On  some  lands  the  corn  crops  must  be  altogether  given  up  1 
understand,  and  turnips  or  other  green  crops  will  be  sown  instead. 

The  cottagers  and  labourers  are,  some  of  them,  planting  a few  cabbages ; but 
in  general  they  are  so  poor  and  destitute  that  they  cannot  obtain  seed  potatoes, 
or  plants  of  any  kind,  and  their  small  holdings  must  unfortunately  be  left 
untilled. 


Longford  Union — Mr.  JDownman: — April  24,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  Circular  of  tlie  22nd  instant,  I beg  to  inform  you  that  from  my 
observations,  and  from  what  information  I could  gain  in  the  Union,  there  will  be 
about  one-fourth  the  quantity  of  ground  under  potatoes  compared  to  years  previous 
to  the  failure.  The  breadth  of  land  under  wheat  will  not  be  one-half,  the  land 
not  haying  been  manured.  There  is  great  want  of  means  for  procuring  seed, 
otherwise  I consider  there  would  be  more  land  under  oats  than  any  previous  years, 
waste  lands  in  many  districts  having  been  brought  into  cultivation  in  small 
patches. 


Manorhamilton  Union — Major  Fitzgerald: — April  24,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  your  Circular  of  the  22nd  April,  received  yesterday,  I have 
the  honour  to  send  you  a short  report  regarding  the  general  prospects  of  the 
agricultural  crops,  especially  the  potato  crop,  in  my  Union.  The  greatest  efforts 
have  been  made  by  all  parties  to  prepare  and  sow  as  much  potato  ground  as 
possible  this  season,  and  I believe  there  is  nearly  four  times  the  quantity  sown 
that  there  was  this  time  last  year.  The  sowing  of  oats  has  been  much  impeded 
in  consequence  of  the  unusual  wetness  of  the  season.  Great  efforts  are  being 
made  to  sow,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  towns  and  villages,  which  may 
be  continued  for  some  time  during  the  month  of  May,  but  I apprehend  that  there 
is  yet  a deficiency  of  nearly  one-third  as  compared  with  former  years.  Wheat  is 
not  looking  very  well  in  consequence  of  the  super-abundance  of  moisture  this 
season ; the  sowings  likewise  were  not  early  enough  in  October,  however  this  is 
chiefly  an  oat  not  a wheat  country.  Green  crops,  such  as  carrots  and  parsnip,  are 
not  making  much  progress  ; the  wet  season  has  not  been  favourable  to  preparing 
the  ground  for  them,  and  the  people  generally  express  fear  of  the  early  green 
crops,  parsnips  and  carrots,  being  stolen.  The  more  general  green  crop,  turnips, 
will  I hope  be  cultivated  in  considerable  quantity  this  year.  The  people  are  not  so 
award  of  this  general  crop  being  stolen,  and  the  advancing  period  of  the  year  will 
afford  facilities  for  improved  preparation  of  the  ground. 

It  is  of  such  essential  importance  to  apply  every  incentive  to  the  cultivation  of 
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this  invaluable  crop  by  the  small  farmer  that  I would  suggest  that  instructions 
be  given  to  Lord  Clarendon’s  Practical  Instructor  to  devote  his  time  during  the 
remainder  of  the  season  to  furnishing  information  in  various  localities  of  the  Union 
upon  the  best  mode  of  preparing  the  ground  and  sowing  the  turnip  crop.  Mr. 
Wynne  Boggs  is  the  person  referred  to.  He  is,  I believe,  fully  awake  to  the 
importance  of  confining  his  efforts  to  the  above  object  at  the  present  season,  and 
has,  I think,  made  judicious  preparations  for  rendering  his  assistance  as  available 
as  possible  in  the  various  localities  of  the  Union  most  requiring  it. 

With  a view  to  still  further  stimulate  the  cultivation  of  turnip  amongst  the 
poorest  class  of  farmers,  I am  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  desirable  to  take  advantage 
of  the  liberal  offer  of  the  Dublin  Central  Relief  Committee,  to  grant  supplies  of 
seeds  for  distribution  by  Local  Relief  Committees,  throwing  upon  the  latter  the 
responsibility  of  finding  the  proper  objects  to  whom  such  assistance  should  be 
granted. 

The  supply  should  be  only  in  turnip  seed.  There  is  not  any  general  deficiency 
of  grain  or  potato  seed  in  the  country. 


Milford  Union — Mr.  Horsley: — April  24,  1848. 

In  obedience  to  the  request  conveyed  in. your  Circular  of  the  22nd  instant,  I 
have  the  honour  to  report  as  follows  upon  the  **  general  prospects  of  the  agricul- 
tural crops,  especially  the  potato  crop,  in  this  Union — 

In  consequence  of  the  backwardness  of  the  season  (occasioned  by  a long  conti- 
nuance of  rain  and  of  severe  weather)  farming  operations  have  been  much 
retarded,  and  although  great  exertions  are  now  being  made  to  complete  the  sowing 
of  oats,  much  remains  yet  to  be  done  in  preparing  the  soil  for  the  reception  of  the 
seed. 

The  farmers  in  this  district  are  generally  slovenly  and  dilatory,  few  of  them 
ever  turning  up  their  land  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  winter  frosts.  The 
injurious  consequences  arising  from  the  neglect  of  this  golden  rule  in  agriculture 
are  twofold.  1st.  The  strength  of  the  soil  is  taxed  for  the  nourishment  of  a 
double  crop,  viz.,  a crop  of  grain,  and  a crop  of  weeds.  2nd.  By  leaving  all 
tillage  to  be  performed  in  spring  the  farmer  is  forced  to  work  against  time,  and, 
consequently,  he  neither  digs  nor  ploughs  deep  enough.  The  same  shallow  depth 
of  soil  is  merely  scratched  and  disturbed  year  after  year,  until  it  necessarily 
becomes  incapable  of  affording  a sufficient  measure  of  nourishment  to  the  seed 
committed  to  it. 

The  quantity  of  potatoes  already  set  and  to  be  set  in  this  Union  is  fully  three- 
fold that  of  last  year.  Seed  potatoes  in  abundance  are  within  the  reach  of  the 
means  of  the  small  farmer,  and  of  the  cottier  in  employment,  as  the  market  price 
is  only  5s.  per  measure  of  120  lbs. 

I cannot  at  present,  as  you  require  an  immediate  answer  to  your  Circular  of  the 
22nd  instant,  give  you  an  approximation  to  the  probable  average  which  will  be 
under  potato  cropping  this  year,  but  it  will  be  very  large. 

From  all  that  I can  learn  from  good  sources,  and  have  observed  myself,.  I beg 
to  state  that  turnips,  carrots,  parsnips,  &c.,  will  be  extensively  cultivated  this 
season,  the  farmers  and  the  labouring  population  having  from  last  year’s  experience 
learned  the  value  of  these  roots. 

Upon  the  whole  I feel  uuable  to  report  favourably  of  the  agricultural  prospects 
for  the  present  year  in  this  Union.  Unless  there  should  providentially  be  a lono- 
continuance  of  warm  and  genial  weather  during  the  summer  months  I greatly 
fear  the  grain  crops  will  prove  to  be  deficient  in  quantity  and  quality,  and  that 
the  green  crops,  even  if  abundant,  will  be  late  in  arriving  at  maturity. 


Mohitt  Union — Major  Holiday : — April  25,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  during 
the  last  two  days  I have  remarked  in  every  direction  very  gratifying  indications  of 
activity  and  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  people  in  tilling  the  land  and  putting  'in 
crop. 

The  accumulated  manure  heaps  of  the  last  two  years  are  being  brought  forth 
in  all  directions,  and  women  and  children  are  busy  putting  in  potatoes,  of  which 
there  appears  to  be  no  scarcity  of  seed.  In  consequence  of  the  spungy,  wet,  and 
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retentive  soil  of  this  county,  the  spring  tillage  is  always  late,  and  the  heavy  rains 
and  cold  weather  of  March,  and  the  early  part  of  the  present  month,  have  retarded 
it  even  more  than  usual ; but  if  the  present  dry  weather  continue  for  a few  weeks 
longer,  I am  confident  that  the  estimate  I stated  in  my  weekly  report  of  the  21st 
instant,  will  be  found  to  fall  short  of  rather  than  exceed  the  actual  extent  of  laud 
under  crop,  viz.,  that  the  quantity  under  potatoes  will  be  not  much  short  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  average  of  former  years,  and  the  breadth  of  land  under  grain  crops 
will  probably  be  more  than  double  the  former  average.  If  the  summer  aud 
harvest  weather  be  favourable,  the  result  will  be  that  the  total  quantity  of  food 
thus  gathered  will  be  as  great  in  proportion  to  the  now  much  diminished 
population  of  the  Union,  as  in  the  times  when  the  potato  was  much  more  largely 
grown. 

I have  heard  of  a very  few  instances  where  the  early  planted  potatoes  have 
exhibited  decay  (in  my  opinion,  from  the  cold  and  wet  weather  succeeding  the 
time  they  were  planted),  but  the  seed  generally  is  extremely  good  and  sound.° 

The  braird  of  all  grain  crops  as  yet  above  the  ground  is  luxuriant  and  healthy 
looking,  but  there  is  as  yet  a good  deal  of  oats  to  be  sown. 


Mullingar  Union — Captain  Telford: — April  1S48. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22nd  instant,  I beg  to  inform  you  that  from  what 
has  come  under  my  observation,  and  the  inquiries  I have  made,  that  the  winter 
crops  are  very  promising,  and  notwithstanding  that  spring  business  has  been  much 
retarded  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  the  oat  sowing  is  nearly  brought  to  a 
close ; and  every  one  who  can  procure  seed  potatoes  are  making  active  prepara- 
tions to  have  as  great  a breadth  of  land  sown  with  them  as  possible. 

The  market  of  Mullingar  has  been  abundantly  supplied  with  potatoes  from  the 
King  s County  and  remoter  places,  which  have  been  purchased  with  the  greatest 
avidity  for  seed : the  impression  being  that  until  that  esculent  be  restored  again 
as  the  food  of  the  bulk  of  the  people,  there  will  be  no  end  to  destitution  aud 
exorbitant  poor  rates. 

There  was  no  neglect  as  to  the  cultivation  of  the  land  last  year  in  this  Union, 
and  great  efforts  are  now  being  made,  from  the  potato  last  harvest  having  proved 
so  prolific  a crop  and  free  of  disease,  to  cultivate  it  as  largely  as  possible  at 
present. 


Nenagh  Union — Captain  Darley,  E.  N. : — April  24,  1848. 

In  reply  to  the  Circular  of  the  22nd  instant,  I beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  for 
the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  all  agricultural  work  has  been  greatly 
impeded  this  season  by  the  continued  wet  weather.  Wheat  has  been  partially 
sown,  and  although  late,  looks  healthy.  A very  great  breadth  of  land  has  been 
and  is  yet  being  sown  with  oats.  The  planting  of  potatoes  is  going  on  to  a con- 
siderable extent,  and  much  more  seed  potatoes  has  appeared  in  the  markets  than 
was  supposed  to  have  been  in  the  country ; all  the  better  class  of  farmers  are 
planting  them  to  a considerable  extent ; the  poorer  class  have  not  money  to  buy 
seed,  nor  were  they  provident  enough  to  collect  manure,  which  neglect  is  now 
severely  deplored  by  them,  as  the  general  opinion  prevails  that  this  root  will  again 
succeed ; if  it  do,  I am  borne  out  in  the  opinion  by  the  most  experienced  farmers 
with  whom  I have  spoken  on  the  subject,  that  the  quantity  planted  and  being 
planted  in  the  Union  will  have  a material  effect  on  the  amount  of  food  likely  to 
be  produced  this  year. 

The  price  of  seed  potatoes  in  the  Nenagh  market  on  Thursday,  the  20th  instant, 
was  from  6d.  to  8d.  the  stone  weight. 


Newcastk  Union — Captain  Routh. 

Extract  from  a Report  from  Captain  Routh,  dated  Newcastle,  April  19,  1848. 

“ The  market  last  Saturday  was  well  supplied  and  well  attended.  Seed 
potatoes  were  selling  at  8 d.  per  stone,  and  seed  oats  at  8 \d.  There  was  a large 
quantity  of  each  purchased,  which  would  show  the  intentions  of  the  people.” 


Miscellaneous. 
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Newcastle , County  Limerick,  April  23,  1 S -18. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  tlie  22nd  instant,  I beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  from 
the  inquiries  I have  made  I find  there  is  more  preparation  being  made  this  year 
than  last,  and  tillage  has  already  commenced. 

Owing  however  to  the  flatness  of  the  country  and  the  quantity  of  rain  we  have 
had,  and  the  retentive  nature  of  the  soil,  it  has  been  impossible  to  sow  very 
extensively  up  to  the  present  period ; and  it  is  the  opinion  of  those  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  that  upwards  of  three  weeks  more  must  necessarily  elapse  before 
any  considerable  progress  is  made. 

The  greater  number  of  those  possessed  of  land  are  busily  employed  in  cul- 
tivating it,  taking  advantage  of  any  fine  weather ; unfortunately  however  the  work 
is  mostly  done  by  the  farmers,  with  the  assistance  of  their  sons  and  horses,  and 
the  destitute  poor  do  not  derive  much  benefit. 

I can  form  no  opinion  as  to  the  general  prospects  of  the  agricultural  crops,  as 
they  have  scarcely  as  yet  made  their  appearance  above  ground. 

Oats,  potatoes,  wheat,  and  barley,  are  what  have  chiefly  been  put  into  the 
ground,  principally  the  two  former. 


New  Loss  Union — Captain  Bumxester : — April  23,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication,  dated 
22nd  April,  regarding  the  general  state  of  the  crops  in  this  district. 

From  my  own  observation,  and  from  all  I can  learn,  I have  to  report  that  the 
crops  promise  well.  The  quantity  of  land  planted  with  potatoes  is  at  least  double 
that  of  last  year.  There  is  more  land  sown  with  grain  than  usual,  and  less  with 
green  crops. 

In  the  district  of  St.  Mullins  and  Graigue,  the  poorest  part  of  the  Union,  there 
is  a very  considerable  quantity  of  potatoes  sown.  The  crops  are  rather  more 
backward  than  usual,  owing  to  the  cold  weather  that  has  prevailed. 


Roscommon  Union — Captain  Musters. 

Extract  from  a Report  from  Captain  Musters,  dated  Roscommon, 
April  24,  1848. 

“ From  my  own  observation,  as  well  as  from  inquiries  I have  made  from  intelli- 
gent persons  in  different  parts  of  this  Union,  I find  that  very  great  exertions  are 
being  used  generally  in  putting  down  crops  of  all  kinds,  particularly  potatoes, 
which  have  been  selling  at  a reasonable  price,  from  4,v.  5d.  to  5s.  a cwt.  in  the 
Roscommon  market.  The  wheat  crop  is  also  very  considerable,  and  promising 
well;  but  I think  there  will  be  a deficiency  in  the  oat  crop,  not  only  from  the 
backwardness  of  the  season,  but  from  their  having  in  a great  many  instances  to 
sow  land  that  is  already  completely  exhausted,  and  which  can  yield  but  a very 
indifferent  crop.  . On  the  whole,  however,  from  what  I can  gather,  should  the 
harvest  turn  out  well,  I consider  there  will  be  a much  larger  supply  of  wheat 
than  usual ; and  though  the  oats  do  not  promise  well  at  present,  I think  we  may 
fairly  presume  on  an  average  crop  of  corn,  and  certainly  on  nearly  double  the 
quantity  ol  potatoes  to  last  year’s  crop,  should  that  root  not  be  again  attacked 
with  disease,  and  the  general  opinion  is  that  it  will  not.” 


Roscrea  Union — Mr.  Todd:— May  2,  1848. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Circular  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  and 
regret  that  my  attention  having  been  previously  directed  almost  exclusively  to  the 
potato,  I was  not  qualified  to  report  upon  “ the  general  prospects  ” of  other  crops 
in  this  Union.  r 

From  my  own  observation  and  from  the  best  information  I have  been  able  to 
obtain,  I believe  that  this  season  there  will  be  a very  large  tract  of  land  planted 
with  potatoes  in  this  Union,  fully  one-third  more  than  was  last  year,  and  within 
one-third  of  an  ordinary  year’s  crop  (prior  to  the  appearance  of  disease).  The 
potato  crop  of  last  year  having  proved  more  healthy  than  that  of  the  two  previous 
years,  has  led  to  sanguine  expectations  for  the  future  on  the  part  of  many  pro- 
prietors and  farmers ; and  the  class  of  small  holders,  already  reduced  to  a state 
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of  all  but  pauperism,  are  straining  every  nerve  to  plant  potatoes  as  largely  as 
possible,  as  a last  desperate  venture  to  retrieve  their  position. 

The  wheat  sown  in  this  district  is  almost  all  winter  sown,  and  it  has  suffered 
a little  from  late  hail  storms  and  night  frosts  ; these  causes  have  thrown  the  crop 
back,  but  generally  it  is  healthy  and  promises  favourably  ; of  other  corn  crops  it 
would  be  premature  to  speak;  I may  add  that  there  will  be  a very  limited 
quantity  of  arable  land  out  of  cultivation  this  season  in  the  Roscrea  Union. 


Scariff  Union — Captain  Hart : — April  24,  184S. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22nd  instant,  I am  truly  happy  to  be  able  to 
state  that  the  general  prospects  as  regards  the  agricultural  crops  throughout 
this  Union  are  most  cheering. 

I have  every  reason  to  know  that  a larger  breadth  of  land  will  be  put  under 
cultivation  this  year  than  was  ever  known  within  the  memory  of  man  ; and  I am 
informed  that  the  land  is  being  cultivated  with  a degree  of  care  and  skill  hitherto 
unknown  in  these  parts. 

As  regards  the  potato  crop,  I learn  from  credible  sources  that  fully  as  large  a 
quantity  will  be  planted  this  year  as  was  usually  the  case  four  years  ago. 

A short  time  since  on  casually  meeting  a Roman  Catholic  clergyman,  he 
addressed  me  as  follows : — “ Captain  Hart,  I am  glad  I met  you  before  you  left 
“ for  Dublin  (alluding  to  my  recent  visit),  because  I wish  to  tell  you  what  you 
“ have  done]  in  this  Union — you  have  thoroughly  convinced  the  people,  and  no 
“ mistake,  that  for  the  future  they  must  rely  upon  their  own  resources  only,  and 
“ not  be  looking  for  help  elsewhere ; and  the  consequence  is,  that  there  will  not 
“ be  a sod  of  arable  land  left  untilled  this  year  ; and  next  season,  please  God,  we 
“ shall  have  potatoes  again  as  plentiful  as  ever.” 


Skibbereen  Union — Mr.  Marshall : — April  24,  1848. 

I have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Circular  of  the  22nd  instant,  respecting 
the  general  prospects  of  the  agricultural  crops,  especially  the  potato  crops,  in  my 
district. 

I have  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  an  extra- 
ordinary exertion  is  making  over  this  district  generally  to  cultivate  the  land  and 
plant  potatoes  ; not  so  much  wheat  appears  to  have  been  sown  as  in  other  years, 
from  the  ground  not  having  been  manured  last  year. 

The  markets  are  wonderfully  well  supplied  with  seed  potatoes ; there  is  a 
greater  quantity  in  the  country  than  was  anticipated. 

In  many  cases  farmers  had  two  years’  manure ; and  the  sea-weed  not  having 
been  cut  last  season  increases  the  supply,  and  enables  the  farmers  to  manure  the 
land  better  and  plant  a greater  quantity. 

The  great  advantage  derived  from  the  turnips  sown  last  year,  though  badly 
managed,  the  people  are  inclined  to  sow  them  and  other  green  crops  again,  and 
are  preparing  for  this  auxiliary  also  ; on  the  whole  it  is  most  gratifying  to  witness, 
on  going  through  the  district,  that  a very  great  exertion  is  made  by  all  classes  to 
provide  a supply  of  food  for  the  future,  and  rely  more  upon  their  own  exertions. 

The  potato  crop  will  come  iu  much  earlier  than  usual,  therefore  by  the  1st  of 
August  the  supply  is  anticipated  to  be  pretty  general.  A branch  of  the  Belfast 
Flax  Society  has  been  formed  in  this  Union,  and  a quantity  of  flax  will  be  sown ; 
this  will  tend  to  increase  the  resources  of  the  district  and  give  employment. 


Sligo  Union— Captain  Gilbert ; — April  24,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  Circular,  I beg  to  state  that  the  general  prospects  of  the 
crops  in  this  Union  are.  not  very  flattering,  or  holding  forth  a hope  of  a sufficiency 
of  food  for  next  year; 

The  land  is  well  sown  by  the  more  extensive  owners  and  farmers  with,  corn 
crops,  and  in  most  cases  with  a greater  quantity  of  potatoes  than  I was  led  to- 
expect  from  their  scarcity  last  year  ; but  the  small  farmers  and  the  lower  classes' 
holding  a small  portion  of  land  are  so  unable  to  pur-chase  seed  potatoes,  from 
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poverty  and  their  high  price  in  the  market,  that  their  plots  remain  unsown  and 
waste. 

To  provide  some  seed  for  those  poor  persons  I have  applied,  with  a prospect  of 
success,  to  the  Society  of  Friends  for  a quantity  of  different  seeds  ; and  after  their 
arrival,  which  is  daily  expected,  I intend  distributing  them,  on  the  certificate  of 
the  Agricultural  Inspector,  through  the  relieving  officers,  to  each  electoral 
division. 


Swineford  Union — Mr. Gibbons: — April  23,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  of  stating  in  reply,  that  from  all  the  information  I have  been 
able  to  obtain  and  from  my  own  observations,  it  appears  that  there  is  at  present 
more  than  the  usual  average  crop  of  potato  sown  in  this  Union  at  this  season,  and 
that  it  is  most  probable  there  will  be  about  one-half  the  usual  crop  matured. 

The  potato  has  been  sown  much  earlier  than  usual  in  this  Union  this  year, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  potato  which  was  sown  early  last  year  succeeded,  and 
those  sown  at  the  usual  'time  failed. 

Green  crops  are  very  deficient.  Many  are  preparing  the  land  for  green 
cropping,  but  have  not  seed  or  means  to  purchase ; had  they  seed  or  means  to 
purchase  there  would  be  a considerable  green  crop  sown  within  a short  time. 

If  the  potato  succeeds  this  year  there  will  be  an  abundance  of  provisions  in  this 
Union;  but  if  the  potato  fails  the  people  will  be  infinitely  worse  off  than  in 
former  years. 


Tippwary  Union — Captain  Haymes: — April  23,  1848. 

In  reply  to  the  Circular  of  yesterday’s  date,  requiring  information  respecting  the 
state  of  the  crops  in  this  Union,  I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Com- 
missioners, that  from  personal  observation  and  continued  inquiries  made  on  the 
subject,  I am  enabled  to  report  that  the  wheat  crop  looks  particularly  well,  and 
promises  abundance.  That  the  few  potatoes  which  appear  above  ground  look 
remarkably  healthy  and  strong. 

That  potato  planting  to  a very  great  extent  has  been,  and  is  still  going  on  in 
all  parts  of  the  Union,  even  to  the  detriment  of  the  oat  crop. 

That  the  market  of  Tipperary  continues  to  be  supplied  with  seed  potatoes  at 
from  7 d,  to  10c?.  per  stone  according  to  quality,  which  meet  a ready  sale,  and  still 
the  supply  does  not  diminish  on  the  following  week,  nor  has  the  price  varied 
these  last  three  or  four  weeks. 

It  is  computed  from  the  great  extent  of  planting,  that  should  the  crop  succeed 
this  year,  there  will  be  more  ’potatoes  in  this  Union  than  has  been  known  for 
several  years  past. 

I may  add,  in  conclusion,  that  all  ranks  of  society  here  appear  to  hold  the 
opinion,  that  the  people  cannot  exist  without  the  return  of  the  potato  in  the 
same  abundance  as  they  were  accustomed  to  formerly ; hence  the  extent  of  land 
thus  occupied  this  year. 


Tuam  Union — Captain  Labalmondiere : — April  24,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  Circular,  dated  22nd  April,  I have  to  report  that  the  crops 
generally  in  this  Union  appear  to  promise  well,  but  are  backward. 

From  all  the  inquiries  I have  made,  and  from  personal  observation,  I may  state  that 
the  planting  of  the  potato  equals,  if  it  does  not  exceed,  the  extent  of  any  previous 
years.  From  not  having  used  it  last  year,  the  people  have  nearly  double  the 
usual  quantity  of  manure ; and  I believe  the  breadth  of  land  already  under  potatoes 
is  unprecedented. 

There  is  even  a return  I understand  to  the  con-acre  system. 


Westport  Union — Mr.  Lynch  '.—April  24,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22nd  instant, 
and  have  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that 
having  paid  particular  attention  to  the  state  of  the  cultivation  of  the  land  in  this 
Union,  I am  happy  in  being  able  to  bear  testimony  to  the  extraordinary  exertion 
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which  is  being  made  in  several  of  the  electoral  divisions  to  secure  an  abundant 
crop  in  the  ensuing  season. 

This  applies  to  Westport,  Aughagower,  Louisburgh,  Newport,  Kilmeena,  and 
Acini.  Ill  Islandeady  and  Kilmaclasser,  as  well  as  Ballvcroy  and  Clare  Island 
very  little  progress  lias  as  yet  been  made,  and  I fear  that  'a  considerable  portion  of 
the  four  last  districts  is  likely  to  remain  again  uncultivated ; but  in  the  first- 
mentioned  electoral  divisions  the  quantity  of  potatoes  already  planted  is  far 
greater  than  ever  known  at  the  same  period  of  any  other  year ; and  while  tile 
poor  people  are  thus  actively  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  potato,  they  do  not 
appear  to  neglect  the  sowing  of  tlie  ordinary  crop  of  corn,  and  I have  no  doubt 
as  the  season  advances  the  same  industry  will  be  exhibited  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
turnip. 

Many  instances  have  been  reported  to  me  where  the  greatest  privations  have 
been  submitted  to,  in  some  cases  amounting  to  absolute  want,  by  poor  persons,  to 
enable  them  to  purchase  small  quantities  of  potatoes  for  seed  ; they  seem  to  me  to 
he  under  the  impression  that  their  future  prosperity  solely  depends  on  the  re-intro- 
duction of  their  favourite  plant. 


Use  of  Rye  Bread. 


Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  DuUin, 
SlR>  April  26,  184S. 

The.  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Raws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland,  having  had  their  attention  recently  called  to  the  quality  of  the  rye  bread 
supplied  in  a particular  Union  to  poor  persons  in  receipt  of  out-door  relief,  deemed 
it  advisable  to  request  the  Inspector  of  that  Union  in  which  the  bread  was  issued, 
to  report  to  them  on  the  subject.  The  Commissioners  were  subsequently  fur- 
nished with  the  Inspector’s  report  (together  with  samples  of  the  bread),  from 
which  it  appeared  that  bread  of  a similar  quality  had  been  supplied  by  the 
British  Association  to  the  children  attending  the  schools  in  the  Union,  in  whose 
appearance  a marked  improvement  had  taken  place  since  such  food  was  first 
adopted  in  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  have  since  submitted  the  bread  for  the  opinion  of  the 
Central  Board  of  Health,  and  are  now  informed  that  the  bread  having  been 
analyzed  in  the  Laboratory  of  the  Museum  of  Irish  Industry,  under  the  direction 
of  Sir  Robert  Kane,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Health,  had  been 
found  to  be  composed  solely  of  rye  meal  of  very  good  quality,  and  not  to  contain 
any  adulteration  or  impurity. 

The  Board  of  Health,  however,  stated  that  it  appeared  that  the  bread  had  been 
imperfectly  prepared  and  baked,  and  was  not  well  raised  or  sufficiently  spongy, 
although  the  fermentation  had  been  allowed  to  proceed  even  too  far.  The  process 
of  baking  had  been  too  much  hurried,  and  the  tire  bad  been  probably  too  strong ; 
the  loaves,  moreover,  (which  were  of  about  2 lbs.  weight)  were  made  of  too  great 
a size  to  allow  of  their  being  thoroughly  baked,  except  by  very  cautious  manage- 
ment. 

The  Board  of  Health  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  to  make  up  the  rye 
bread  in  smaller  loaves,  or,  as  is  done  on  those  parts  of  the  continent  where  rye 
bread  is  the  ordinary  food  of  the  people,  to  form  long  slender  rolls  : these  are  well 
baked  with  a very  moderate  fire,  the  dough  having  been  sufficiently  raised;  and 
the  rye  bread  then  forms  a palatable,  nutritious,  and  wholesome  food. 

It  is  deemed  right  to  communicate  to  you  these  remarks  of  the  Board  of  Health ; 
and  the  Commissioners  will  feel  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will  acquaint  them  with  the 
i-esult  of  your  own  observations  and  experience  in  any  points  connected  with  the 
baking  rye  bread  properly. 


To 

Each  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


F 
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Unions  to  which.  Orders  have  been  issued  authorizing  Relief  under  the  2nd  Section  of 
10th  Vic.,  cap.  31. 


Date  and  Period  of 
First  Order. 


Classes  to  be  Relieved. 


1 Abbeyleix  . 

2 Atklone  . 

3 Bailieborough  . 

4 Ballina  . . 

5 Ballinasloe  . 

6 Ballinrobe  . . 

7 BaUyshannon  . 
S Boyle 


Cakirciveen  . 
Callan  . 


Carrickmacross  . 

Carrick-on-Shan- 

non. 


Cashel  . . 

Castlebar  . . 


Clifden  . . , 

Clogheen  . . 


2 Dec.,  1847,  to 
2 Feb.,  1848. 


25  Feb.  to  25 
March,  1848. 

1 Jan.  to  1 
March,  1848. 


15  Dec.,  1847,  to 
15  Feb.,  1848. 
21  March  to  4 
April,  1848. 


2 Dec.,  1847,  to 
2 Feb.,  1848. 
16  March  to  16 
April,  1848. 

4 Feb.  to  4 April, 
1848. 


4 Feb.  to  4 April, 
1848. 

15  Dec.,  1847,  to 
15  Feb.,  1848. 


27  Jan.  to  27 
March,  1848. 
31  Dec.,  1847,  to 
29  Feb.,  1848. 


29  Dec.,  1847,  to 
29  Feb,  1848. 

2 Dec.,  1847,  to 
2 Feb.,  1848. 


26  Nov.,  1847,  to 
26  Jan.,  1848. 


25  Jan.  to  25 
March,  1848. 


31  Dec.,  1847,  to 
29  Feb.,  1848. 

2 March  to  18 
March,  1848. 


Both  orders  renewed 
by  one,  1st  March 
to  1st  April. 


Widows  with  one  child,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with  dependent 
families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident.1 — Renewed  on  2nd  February 
to  2nd  April. 

Limited  to  widows  with  one  child,  and  orphans,  1st  to  30th  April. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1). — Renewed  25th  March 
to  25th  April.  Renewed  26th  April  to  26th  May. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans. ' 

Wives  with  a child  or  children  dependent,  their 
husbands  being  in  gaol,  or  absent  from  Ireland, 

8th  January  to  1st  March. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1). — Renewed  15th  February 
to  15th  April.  Renewed  15th  April  to  15th  May. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  except  unmarried  men, 
and  married  men  having  only  two  children.  Limited  to  widows 
with  one  child,  women  with  two  children,  their  husbands  being 
absent  from  Ireland,  and  able-bodied  men  with  families  affected  by 
sickness  or  accident,  4th  April  to  4th  May. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1). — Renewed  on  2nd  February 
to  2nd  April.  Renewed  29th  March  to  2nd  May. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans. 


Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  wives  with  a child  or  children 
dependent,  whose  husbands  are  in  confinement,  and  orphans. — Re- 
newed 4th  April  to  4th  May.  Superseded  by  order  extending  to  all 
classes,  except  able-bodied  single  men  above  18  years  of  age,  and 
able-bodied  married  men  having  not  more  than  two  children  de- 
pendent, 15th  April  to  15th  May. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans. — Renewed  4th  April 
to  4th  June. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men 
with  dependent  families  affected  by  sickness. 

Extended  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  1st  section)  24th  December 
to  24th  February.  Extended  order  renewed  25th  February  to  25th 
March —Renewed  25th  March  to  8th  April.  Renewed  8th  April 
to  8th  May. 

Widows  with  a child  dependent,  and  orphans.— Renewed  27th  March 
to  27th  May. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1). — Renewed  29th  February 
to  31st  March.  Revoked  on  18th  March,  and  order  issued  for  all 
classes,  except  unmarried  men  above  18  years  of  age,  and  married 
men  having  only  two  children,  from  18th  March  to  1st  April. — 
Renewed  31st  March  to  1st  May. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1). — Renewed  29th  February 
to  18th  March.  Renewed  18th  March  to  1st  April.  Unmarried 
men  excluded  1st  April  to  1st  May. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1). — Renewed  on  2nd  February 
to  2nd  April.  Revoked  on  18th  March,  and  superseded  by  order, 
excluding  unmarried  men  above  18  years  of  age,  and  married  men 
having  only  two  children,  18th  March  to  1st  April.— Renewed  31st 
March  to  1st  May. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident.— Renewed  on 
25th  January  to  25th  March.  Renewed  25th  March  to  1st  April. 
Renewed  1st  April  to  1st  June.  Special  order  for  women  with  a 
child,  their  husbands  being  in  gaol  or  absent  from  Ireland,  7th  April 
to  1st  June.  Extended  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1), 
10th  April  to  10th  May.  ' 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident. — Renewed  25th 
March  to  25th  April.  Renewed  to  25th  May.  Women  with  a child 
or  children  dependent,  whose  husbands  are  in  confinement  or  absent  ‘ 
from  Ireland,  being  substituted  for  class  of  able-bodied  as  in  previous 
order.  r 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1).— Renewed  29th  February 
to  3ist  March.  Renewed  29th  March  to  30th  April.  Renewed 
27th  April  to  31st  May. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1).  Limited  to  widows  with 
one  child,  and  wives  with  a child  or  children  dependent,  whose 
husbands  are  confined  or  absent  from  Ireland,  and  orphans,  18th 
March  to  18th  April.— Renewed  17th  April  to  I8th  May. 
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No. 

UNIONS.  ! 

Date  and  Period  of 
First  Order. 

Classes  to  be  Relieved. 

19 

Clonmel . 

2*7  Jan.  to  2 7 
March,  1848. 

Widows  without  child  dependent,  and  orphans.  Superseded  bv  order 
extending  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  7:h  February 
to  7th  April.  Revoked  on  18th  March,  and  superseded  bv  order, 
excluding  unmarried  men  above  IS  years  of  age,  and  married 
men  having  only  two  children,  18th  March  to  1st  April. — Renewed 
1st  to  Sth  April.  Renewed  on  8th  to  15th  April.  Renewed  15th 
to  22nd  April.  Renewed  22nd  to  29th  April. 

20 

Cootehill  . . 

19  Feb.  to  19 
April,  1548. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  wives  with  a child  or  children 
dependent,  whose  husbands  are  in  confinement  or  are  absent  from 
Ireland,  and  orphans. — Renewed  19th  April  to -19th  June. 

21 

Dingle  . 

11  March  to  21 
March,  1848. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1). — Renewed  20th  to  31st 
March.  Renewed  30th  March  to  21st  April.  Renewed  20th  to 
28th  April.  Renewed  27th  April  to  5th  May. 

22 

Donegal . . . 

25  March  to  25 
April,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans. — Renewed  to  25th 
June. 

23 

Drogheda  . . 

19  Jan.  to  19 
Feb.,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  wives  with  a child  dependent, 
whose  husbands  are  in  confinement  or  are  absent  from  Ireland,  orphans, 
and  able-bodied  men  with  dependent  familes  suffering  from  sickness 
or  accident. — Renewed  19th  February  to  19th  March.  Renewed 
18th  March  to  18th  April.  Renewed  18th  April  to  18th  May. 

24 

D unmanway  . 

5 Feb.  to  5 April, 
184S. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans.  Superseded  by 
order  extending  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  Sth 
February  to  8th  April.  Unmarried  men  over  18  years  of  age,  and 
married  men  having  onlvtwo  children,  excluded  7th  April  to  1st  May. 

25 

Dunshaughlin  . 

20  Dec.,  1847,  to 
20  Feb.,  1848. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1). — Renewed  19th  February 
to  19th  March.  Renewed  18th  March  to  1st  April.  L mited  to 
widows  with  one  child,  wives  with  a child  dependent,  their  husbands 
being  in  gaol  or  absent  from  Ireland,  and  orphans. 

26 

Ennis  . . 

17  Dec.,  1847,  to 
17  Feb.,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident.. 

Extended  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  l),  4th  January 
to  4th  March. — Renewed  to  18th  March.  Renewed  on  18th  to 
25th  March.  Unmarried  men  over  IS  years  of  age,  and  married 
men  having  only  two  children,  excluded  on  25th  March  to  25th 
April.  Last  order  renewed  24th  April  to  5th  May. 

21 

Enniscorthy  . 

30  Dec.,  1847,  to  ■ 
29  Feb.,  1848.  \ 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident. — Renewed  29th 
February  to  31st  March.  Limited  to  widows  with  one  child,  and 
orphans,  31st  March  to  30th  April. 

28 

Enniskillen  . 

16  Feb.  to  16 
March,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  wives  with  a child  or  children 
dependent,  whose  husbands  are  in  confinement  or  are  absent  from 
Ireland,  and  orphans. — Renewed  16th  March  to  16th  April.  Re- 
newed 15th  April  to  16th  June. 

29 

Ennistymon . . 1 

16  Dec.,  1847,  to 
16  Feb.,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident. — Renewed  16th 
February  to  16th  March.  Renewed  16th  March  to  16th  April. 
Renewed  15th  April  to  16th  May. 

30 

Fermoy  . 

8 Dec.,  1847,  to 
8 Feb.,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  me  tv  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident.  Superseded  by 
order  extending  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1 ).  3 1st 
January  to  31st  March.  Limited  -to  classes  in  first  order,  30th 
March  to  30th  April. 

31 

Galway  . . • 

8 Jan.  to  8 
March,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans.  Superseded  by  order 
extending  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  24th  January 
to  24th  March.— Renewed  23rd  March  to  1st  April.  Renewed 
29th  March  to  1st  May. 

32 

Glen  ties  . . . 

15  Dec.,  1847,  to 
15  Feb.,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident. — Renewed  15th 
February  to  15th  March.  Renewed  15th  March  to  15th  April. 
Renewed  14th  April  to  15th  May. 

33 

Gorey 

1 Jan.  to  1 
March,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans. — Renewed  1st  March 
to  1st  April.  Renewed  31st  March  to  16th  April.  Renewed  15th 
April  to  16th  May. 

34 

Goit .... 

1 Jan.  to  1 
March,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans. 

Extended  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  6 tb  January 
to  6th  March.— Renewed  on  7th  to  18th  March.  Renewed  on  18th 
March  to  1st  April.  Renewed  29th  March  to  1st  May. 

35 

Granard . 

19  Nov.,  1847,  to 
19  Jan.,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident.  Extended  to  all 
classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  18th  December  to  18th 
February.  Extended  order  renewed  19th  February  to  19th  March. 
Limited  to  widows  with  one  child  dependent,  wives  with  a child 
dependent,  whose  husbands  are  confined  or  are  absent  from  Ireland, 
and  to  orphans,  18th  March  to  18th  April.  Extended  to  all  classes 
(not  relievable  under  section  1),  14th  April  to  14th  May. 

F 2 
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37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


43 


44 


45 


46 

47 

48 

49 

50 


51 


52 

53 


UNIONS. 

Date  and  Period  of 
First  Order. 

Classes  to  be  Believed. 

Kanturk  . . 

29  Dec.,  1847,  to 
29  Feb.,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans.  Superseded  by  order 
extending  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  24th 
January  to  24th  March. — Extended  order  renewed  25th  March  to 
30th  April. 

Kells  . . . 

14  Jan-  to  14 
Feb.,  1848. 

All  classes  (not  relievablo  under  section  1). — Renewed  14th  February 
to  14th  March.  Limited  to  widows  with  one  child,  wives  with 
dependent  child  whose  husbands  are  in  confinement,  and  orphans, 
14ih  March  to  14th  April.  Limited  to  widows  with  a child  de- 
pendent, and  orphans,  14th  April  to  14th  May. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident.  Superseded  by 
order  extending  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  2lst 
January  to  21st  March.  Limited  to  classes  in  1st  order  from  20th 
March  to  20th  April.  Limited  order  renewed  19th  April  to  27th 
April. — Renewed  27tli  April  to  27th  May. 

Kenmare  . 

15  Dec.,  1847,  to 
15  Feb.,  1848. 

Kilkenny 

29  Dec.,  1847,  to 
29  Feb.,  184S. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans. — Renewed  29th 
February  to  31st  March,  and  extended  to  able-bodied  men,  with 
members  of  their  families  suffering  from  sickness  or  accident. — Last 
order  renewed  31st  March  to  30th  April. 

Killamey  . . 

18  Dec.,  1847,  to 
18  Feb.,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident. — Renewed  18th 
February  to  18th  March.  Renewed  18th  March  to  18th  April. 
Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  women  with  a child  or  children 
dependent,  whose  husbands  are  in  confinement  or  are  absent  from 
Ireland,  and  orphans,  15th  April  to  18th  May. 

Kilmallock  . 

14  Dec.,  1847,  to 
14  Feb.,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident.  Widows  with 
one  child  dependent,  and  orphans,  14th  February  to  14th  April. — 
Renewed  14th  April  to  14th  June. 

Kilrush  . . . 

20  Dec.,  1847,  to 
20  Feb.,  1848. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1).  Limited  to  widows  over 
60  years  of  age.  Widows  with  one  child,  women  deserted  by  their 
husbands  prior  to  8th  June,  1S47,  and  orphans,  1st  to  30th  April. 
Extended  to  all  classes  as  before,  10th  April  to  10th  May. 

Listowel  . . . 

7 Dec.,  1847,  to 
7 Feb.,  1848. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1). — Renewed  to  7th  March; 
7th  to  18th  March  all  classes,  except  unmarried  men  above  18  years 
of  age,  and  married  men  having  only  two  children.  Renewed  18th 
to  25th  March.  Renewed  25th  March  to  1st  April.  Renewed  1st 
April  to  1st  May. 

Longford 

17  Dec.,  1847,  to 
17  Feb.,  184S. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident.  Superseded  by 
order  extending  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  4th 
February  to  4th  March. — Renewed  to  4th  April. 

Louglirea  . 

19  Feb.  to  19 
March,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  wives  with  a child  or  children 
dependent,  whose  husbands  are  in  confinement  or  absent  from  Ireland, 
and  orphans.  Extended  to  able-bodied  men  with  dependent  families 
affected  by  fever,  10th  March  to  10th  April.  First  order  renewed 
1 8th  March  to  10th  April.  Both  orders  renewed  by  one  order,  10th 
April  to  10th  June. 

Lowtherstown  . 

27  Jan.  to  27 
March,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans.  Discontinued  till 
12th  April.  Order  issued  for  the  same  classes  as  above,  12th  April 
to  12th  June. 

M acroora 

15  Feb.  to  15 
March,  1848. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1).— Renewed  on  14th  to 
18th  March. ^ Renewed  18th  March  to  1st  April.  Renewed  29th 
March  to  15th  April.  All  classes,  except  able-bodied  single  men 
upwards  of  18  years  old,  and  able-bodied  married  men  having  only 
two  children  dependent,  14th  April  to  15th  May. 

Manorharailton  . 

12  Jan.  to  12 
March,  184S. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans. — Renewed  on  11th 
March  to  11th  May. 

Milford  . . . 

8 Jan.  to  8 
March,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans.  Extended  to  women 
upwards  of  50  years  of  age  with  a child  or  children  illegitimate,  from 
8th  March  to  8th  May. 

Mohill  . . . 

29  Dec.,  1847,  to 
29  Feb.,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness.  Superseded  by  order  ex- 
tending to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  11  January 
to  11th  March.  Widows,  wives  whose  husbands  are  confined  or 
absent  from  Ireland,  unmarried  women,  and  orphans,  11th  March  to 
11th  May. 

Mullingar  . 

13  Dec.,  1S47,  to 
13  Feb.,  1848. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness.  Superseded  by  order  ex- 
tending to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  20th  December 
to  20th  February.  Extending  order  renewed  19th  February  to  19th 
March. — Renewed  18th  to  27th  March.  Renewed  28th  March  to 
28th  May. 

Naas  . . 

13  Jan.  to  13 
Feb.,  1848. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1). 

Nenagh  . . . 

23  Dec.,  1847,  to 
23  Feb.,  1848. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1 ) . — Renewed  23rd  February 
to  23rd  March.  Renewed  23rd  March  to  1st  April. 
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No. 

UNIONS. 

Date  and  Period  of 
First  Order. 

54 

New  Castle  . 

1 Nov.,  1847,  to 
1 Jan.,  1848. 

55 

New  Ross  . 

17  Jan.  to  17 
March,  1848. 

56 

Old  Castle  . 

27  Oct.  to  27 
Dec.,  1847. 

57 

Omagh  . 

21  Jan.  to  21 
Feb.,  1848. 

58 

Rnthdown  . 

11  Jan.  to  11 
March,  1848. 

59 

Rathkeale 

8 Dec.  to  8 
Feb.,  1848. 

60 

Roscommon . 

14  March  to  14 
May,  1S48. 

61 

Roscrea  . 

17  Jan.  to  17 
March,  1848. 

62 

Scariff  , . 

IS  Jan.  to  18 
March,  1 84S. 

63 

Sligo  . . 

15  Jan.  to  15 
March,  1848. 

64 

Swineford  . . 

22  Jan.  to  22 
Feb.,  1S4S. 

65 

Thurles  . 

13  Dec.,  1 S47,  to 
13  Feb.,  1848. 

66 

Tipperary  . 

7 Dec.,  1847,  to 
7 Feb.,  1S48. 

67 

Tralee  . . . 

17  Dec.,  1847,  to 
17  Feb.,  1848. 

68 

Tuam  . . 

5 Feb.  to  5 
April,  1848. 

69 

Tullamore  . 

14  Dec.,  1S47,  to 
14  Feb.,  1848. 

70 

Waterford  . , 

7 April  to  7 
May,  184S. 

71 

Westport  . . 

7 Dec.,  1847,  to 
7 Feb.,  1848. 

Classes  to  be  Relieved. 


All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1). — Renewed  31st  December 
to  11th  February.  Renewed  11th  February  to  loth  March.  Re- 
newed 15th  March  to  1st  April.  Renewed  29th  March  to  9th 
April.  Renewed  8th  April  to  1st  May. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans.  Superseded  by  order 
extending  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  5th  February 
to  5th  March.— Renewed  on  the  4th  to  the  18th  March.  All  classes, 
except  unmarried  men  above  IS  years  of  age,  and  married  men 
having  only  two  children,  18th  March  to  1st  April. 

Widow’s  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident.  Superseded  by 
order  extending  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  16th 
November  to  16th  January,  which  was  renewed  on  15th  January 
till  15th  March. — Renewed  15th  March  to  15th  April.  Renewed 
14th  April  to  15th  May. 

Widows  with  one  child,  wives  with  a child,  whose  husbands  are  in 
confinement  or  are  absent  from  Ireland,  and  orphans. — Renewed 
22nd  February  to  22nd  March.  Renewed  22nd  March  to  22nd 
April,  Renewed  22nd  April  to  22nd  June. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  aud  orphans.  Extended  to  wives 
with  dependent  children,  whose  husbands  are  confined  or  absent 
from  Ireland,  11th  March  to  11th  April.  Widows  with  one  child 
dependent,  and  orphans,  12th  April  to  12th  May. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident. — Renewed  to 
8th  March.  Renewed  to  8th  April.  Limited  to  widows  with  one 
child,  and  orphans,  8th  April  to  8th  May. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1). 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans.  Superseded  by  order 
extenclins:  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  19th  January 
to  19th  February.  Extended  order  renewed  19th  February  to  19th 
March. — Renewed  ISth  March  to  1st  April.  Renewed  31st  March 
to  1st  May. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans.  Superseded  by  order 
extending  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  24th  January 
to  24tli  March. — Renewed  23rd  March  to  24th  April.  Renewed 
%4th  April  to  24tli  June. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  and  orphans. — Renewed  15th 
March  to  15th  April.  Renewed  15th  April  to  15th  May. 

Widows  with  a child,  and  orphans.  Superseded  by  order  extending 
to  all  classes,  31st  January  to  31st  March.  Revoked  on  ISth  March, 
and  superseded  by  order  excluding  unmarried  men  over  18  years  of 
age,  and  married  men  having  only  two  children,  ISth  March  to  1st 
April.  All  classes  from  1st  to  22nd  April. — Renewed  20th  April  to 
6 th  May. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness.  Superseded  by  order  ex- 
tending to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  10th  January 
to  10th  March.  Continued  to  all  classes  from  16th  March  to  1st 
April. — Renewed  30th  March  to  1st  May. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident.  Superseded  by 
order  extending  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  13th 
January  to  13th  March.— Renewed  on  14th  March  to  1st  April. 
Renewed  1st  April  to  1st  May. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident. — Renewed  17th 
February  to  17th  March.  Superseded  by  order  extending  to  all 
classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  2lst  February  to  21st  March. 
Limited  to  women  who  have  not  been  married,  widows,  wives  whose 
husbands  are  in  confinement  or  absent  from  Ireland,  deserted  children, 
and  orphans,  22nd  March  to  22nd  April. — Renewed  22nd  April  to 
22nd  May. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1). — Renewed  5tli  April  to 
5th  May. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  with 
dependent  families  affected  by  sickness  or  accident.  Superseded  by 
order  extending  to  all  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1),  1st 
February  to  1st  April. — Renewed  29th  March  to  1st  May. 

Widows  with  one  child  dependent. 

All  classes  (not  relievable  under  section  1). — Renewed  on  5th  February 
to  5th  April.  Revoked  on  21st  March,  and  superseded  by  order 
excluding  unmarried  men,  and  married  men,  with  a wife  and  only 
one  child,  and  widowers  having  only  two  children,  21st  March  to 
1st  April.  Renewed  1st  April  to  1st  May. 
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(Miscellaneous. 


Unions  which  have  not  received  any  Order  for  Odt-door  Relief  under  the  2nd  Section  of 
10  Viet.  cap.  31. 


1.  Antrim. 

2.  Ardee. 

3.  Armagh. 

4.  Athy. 

5.  Ballycastle. 

6.  Ballymena. 

7.  Ballymoney. 

8.  Balrothery. 

9.  Baltinglass. 

10.  Banbridge. 

11.  Bandon. 

12.  Bantry. 

13.  Belfast. 

14.  Carlow. 

15.  Carrick-on-Suir. 


16.  Castleblaney. 

31.  Edenderry. 

46.  Midleton. 

17.  Castlederg. 

32.  Gortin. 

47.  Monaghan. 

18.  Celbridge. 

33.  Inishowen. 

48.  Mountmellick, 

19.  Clogher. 

34.  Kilkeel. 

49.  Navan. 

20.  Clones. 

35.  Kinsale. 

50.  Newry. 

21.  Coleraine. 

36.  Larne. 

51.  Newtownards. 

22.  Cookstown. 

37.  Letterkenny. 

52.  Newtown  Limavady. 

23.  Cork. 

38.  Limerick. 

53.  Parsonstown. 

24.  Downpatrick. 

39.  Lisburn. 

54.  Rathdrum. 

25.  Dublin,  North. 

40.  Lismore. 

55.  Shillelagh. 

26.  Dublin,  South. 

41.  Lisnaskea. 

56.  Skibbereen. 

27.  Dundalk. 

42.  Londonderry. 

57.  Strabane. 

28.  Dunfanaghy. 

43.  Lurgan. 

58.  Stranorlar. 

29.  Dungannon. 

44.  Magherafelt. 

59.  Trim. 

30.  Dungarvan. 

45.  Mallow. 

60.  Wexford. 

Unions  to  which  an  Order  for  Relief  under  Section  2 of  10  Viet.  cap.  31,  was  issued,  but 
has  expired,  and  has  not  been  renewed. 


Unions. 

Bailieborough  . 

. . . Order  expired  on  1st  April. 

Ballyshannon 

• . . „ 16th  April. 

Longford 

• . . „ 4th  April. 

Naas 

. . . „ 13th  February. 

Nenagh  . 

• • • „ 1st  April. 

New  Ross 

. . . „ 1st  April. 

In  Ivilrush  Union  an  order  expired  on  20th  February ; another  order  was  not  issued  until  1st 
April. 

In  Lowtlierstown  Union  an  order  expired  on  27th  March ; another  order  was  not  issued  until  12th 
April. 
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ANTRIM  UNION. 


Copy  Constabulary  Report. 


County  of  Antrim. 

Antrim , January  22,  1848. 

On  the  21st  a woman  named  Rose  Dowdall  died.  The  following  is  a copy  of 
the  verdict : — 


“ That  her  death  was  caused  by  exhaustion, 
nourishment,  and  by  the  visitation  of  God.” 

Inspector- General,  §c.,  $c.,  $c. 


brought  on  by  the  want  of  proper 
S.  Studdert,  S.  I. 


Mr.  Senior  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  3,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  death  of  Rose  Dowdall  I enclose  a written  state- 
ment from  the  coroner,  and  the  evidence  of  the  daughter  of  the  deceased.  It 
appears  clear,  both  from  the  coroner’s  letter  and  the  daughter’s  evidence,  that  the 
death  of  the  deceased  is  attributable  to  natural  causes,  disease  and  general  decay, 
not  to  the  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life. 

Enclosures. 

I. 

I held  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  Rose  Dowdall,  a pauper,  at  Randalstown.  The  verdict  of 
the  jury  was,  that  u Rose  Dowdall’s  death  was  caused  by  exhaustion,  brought  on  by  want  of 
proper  nourishment,  and  by  the  visitation  of  God.” 

It  was  stated  at  the  inquest,  that  deceased  had  applied  for  and  got  a ticket  of  admission  to 
the  workhouse  in  Antrim,  and  the  day  she  was  to  have  been  admitted  she  died.  There  could 
be  no  blame  attributable  to  any  person;  and  it  appeared  that  deceased’s  daughter  with  whom 
she  lived  was  very  kind  to  her,  and  supplied  her  with  what  food  she  could  procure;  but  of  late 
she  could  not  take  much  food ; and  what  little  she  took  her  stomach  could  not  retain.  She 
died  on  the  20th  January  last,  and  the  inquest  was  held  on  the  22nd. 

A.  Markham,  Coroner. 


No.  5607  /48. 

Matty  Quigly  on  her  oath  saith,  the  deceased  Rose  Dowdall  was  my  mother;  she  has  been 
sick  since  harvest;  she  applied  twice  for  admission  to  the  workhouse,  as  she  stated  to  me,  to 
Mr.  Crawford,  the  warden,  who  sent  her  to  Mr.  Courtney,  the  Guardian,  who  said  he  did  not 
know  her.  This  was  after  harvest.  The  second  time  she  applied  to  Mr.  Courtney  was  about 
a month  after  her  first  application ; and  my  mother  said  she  had  again  been  refused  by  Mr. 
Courtney,  on  the  same  grounds  that  he  did  not  know  her.  The  third  time  I applied  to 
Mr.  Courtney  myself,  which  was  about  eight  days  before  my  mother’s  death.  Mr.  Courtney 
gave  me  a ticket  of  admission  to  the  workhouse,  and  also  got  a ticket  for  the  dispensary ; the 
medical  officer,  Dr.  Hill,  said,  it  is  nourishment  your  mother  wants,  not  medicine.  During 
the  whole  time  since  harvest  I kept  my  mother  in  my  house ; and  I received  soup  three  times 
a week,  and  a portion  of  bread  from  Lord  O’Neill’s  soup  kitchen  in  Randalstown ; and  I also 
got  a little  money  from  washing  and  other  means;  my  mother  was  ill  of  bowel  complaint;  she 
did  not  die  of  want,  but  she  could  not  eat  food,  either  stirabout  or  milk,  and  I gave  her 
herrings  and  potatoes,  and  I gave  her  everything  she  wanted. 

her 

Witness,  Edward  Senior.  Matty  -f-  Quigly. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Antrim,  February  3,  1848. 

Edward  Senior. 
III. 

Rose  Dowdall  died  on  20th  January  last  at  Randalstown,  not  at  Antrim.  She  resided  with 
her  daughter — herself  a widow — and  had  been  confined  to  bed  for  three  months  previous  to 
her  decease.  Both  were  common  beggars.  The  daughter  during  the  illness  of  deceased  pro- 
cured for  and  administered  to  the  latter,  every  comfort  in  her  power;  but  the  description  of 
nourishment  latterly  obtained,  while  quite  adequate  to  sustain  nature  in  a healthy  subject,  was 
insufficient  for  that  purpose  in  the  present,  case,  owing  chiefly  to  the  debilitated  state  of  the 
digestive  organs.  Proper  nutriment  would  have  been  provided  for  deceased  had  parties  in  the 
neighbourhood  been  apprised  of  her  condition. 

No  application  for  relief  was  made  to  the  Guardians  in  this  case ; but  deceased  had  procured 
a few  days  before  her  death  a ticket  of  admission  into  the  workhouse,  and  which  was  in  her 
possession  at  the  time  of  her  decease. 

Henry  E.  Scott. 

February  3,  1 S48. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


40  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Ballinroba  Union. 


BALLINROBE  UNION. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners: — February  1,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  a letter  from  Mr.  Brannick,  poor-rate 
collector  for  the  electoral  divisions  of  Claremorris  and  Ballindine,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Commissioners,  requesting  that  the  Commissariat  may  be 
directed  to  become  purchasers  of  farm  produce  seized  by  him  for  rates. 

From  the  circumstances  of  this  case  a sale  must  be  had  as  an  example  in 
that  part  of  the  Union ; I therefore  respectfully  request  instructions,  being 
determined,  by  every  exertion  in  our  power,  to  get  in  the  rates. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  P.  Brannick,  Collector,  to  Dr.  Dempster  : — January  29,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  inform  j’ou  that  I attended  this  day  to  sell  by  auction  farm  produce  on 
the  lands  of  Lawan,  seized  by  me,  for  poor-rates.  There  being  no  purchasers,  obliged  me  to 
postpone  the  sale  to  Tuesday  the  1st  of  February  next.  May  I take  the  liberty  of  suggesting 
to  you  the  necessity  of  the  Commissary  being  in  attendance  to  purchase  on  that  day,  as  his 
doing  so  will  produce  the  most  beneficial  results  in  the  collection  of  the  rates  hereafter. 
nTb. — The  distress  consists  of  hay  and  corn  in  stack.  Amount  of  rate  due — 2 \l.  16s.  Id. 
Arranged  to  postpone  till  Monday  7th  February. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — February  4,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  sale  of  goods  distrained  for  non-payment  of  poor- 
rate,  I am  to  state,  for  your  information,  that  the  Commissioners  have  reason 
to  know  that  a communication  on  the  subject  has  been  made  to  the  resident 
magistrate,  and  they  do  not  anticipate  that  you  will  find  any  further  difficulty 
in  the  matter. 

The  Commissioners  concur  with  you  in  thinking  it  of  great  importance  that 
the  payment  of  the  rates  should  be  effected  as  speedily  as  possible,  by  every 
means,  at  the  disposal  of  the  collectors  and  Vice-Guardians. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  5,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state  that  Deputy  Commissary-General  Dobree, 
who  came  here  on  a tour  of  inspection,  having  reported  to  me  a case  of  very 
great  apparent  hardship  which  he  was  witness  to  “en  route”  from  Maam — 
that  of  a man  being  compelled  to  level  his  cabin,  and,  in  fact,  from  the  man’s 
story  to  him,  set  fire  to  it,  before  a surrender  of  his  land  would  be  accepted  by 
his  landlord,  and  thus  become  eligible  for  out-door  relief — I proceeded  to  the 
district  to  ascertain  the  facts. 

The  man’s  name  is  Patrick  Philton.  He  and  his  family  had  been  receiving 
provisional  relief;  but  when  it  was  investigated  by  the  Guardians,  holding 
more  land  than  allowed  by  the  Act,  he  was  struck  off.  He  lived  on  the  lands 
of  Doughty,  belonging  to  Sir  Richard  O’Donnell,  but  held  the  cabin  and  acre 
of  land  he  occupied  from  a co-partnership  of  tenants,  to  whom  he  would  pay 
no  rent  for  several  years ; and  being  withal  a very  bad  character,  living  by 
plundering  his  neighbours,  they  compelled  him  to  leave  the  neighbourhood, 
and  gave  him  the  timbers  of  the  cabin,  -which  he  was  removing  at  the  moment 
Mr.  Dobree  was  passing,  and  to  whom  he  told  his  own  tale.  I saw  the  relieving 
officer  of  the  district  of  Cong,  and  had  his  name  placed  on  the  list  for  relief. 
This  man  is  the  husband  of  the  woman  mentioned  by  me  in  my  report  of  1st 
January,  whom  I saw  almost  in  a state  of  nudity  on  the  road ; and  I have  since 
learned  she  was  in  the  constant  practice  of  so  doing  when  strangers  passed,  to 
extort  charity. 

From  the  great  distances  some  of  the  poor  people  of  Joyce’s  country  have  to 
come  to  get  the  rations  of  meal,  in  many  instances  15  miles,  Mr.  Dobree  and  I, 
agreed  to  recommend  that  the  police  station  at  Maam  might  be  sanctioned  as  a 
depot,  and  the  constable  in  charge  should  be  appointed  distributor,  for  I can 
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find  no  person  in  that  part  of  the  country  to  whom  I would  entrust  the  pro-  BaUinrob. 

visions.  Constable  Flynn  was  so  employed  under  the  Relief  Act  last  year  and  

gave  great  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

I beg  to  state,  that  a further  adjournment  of  the  sale  of  stock  was  "ranted  at 
the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  owners ; and  as  I am  anxious,  if  possible,  to  pre- 
vent public  exposure,  I concurred  with  the  rate  collectors  grantin*  the  time 
asked  for,  they  having  proper  security  for  the  forthcoming  of  the  stock,  or  to 
pay  the  money  themselves. 

In  the  electoral  division  of  Mayo,  Mr.  Walsh  and  his  assistants  were  deforced 
and  rescued  on  the  3rd  instant.  Informations  were  this  day  taken  by  the 
resident  magistrate  at  the  petty  sessions  ot  Holly  mount,  and  the  necessary  steps 
have  been  taken  to  bring  the  parties  to  justice.  ‘ 1 

The  amount  of  rates  lodged  for  the  week  is  as  follows : 

£.  .9.  d. 

Mr.  Higgins 25  2 0 

Mr.  Walsh  (and  60/.  too  late  for  treasurer)  . . 148  1 9 

Mr.  Brannick 54  6 10 


£227  10  7 

A very  inconsiderable  amount  when  the  number  on  relief  list  is  taken  into  con- 
sideration. I beg  to  annex  a return  of  the  out-door  relief  to  this  date. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  order  for  200/.  worth  of  provisions 
from  the  British  Relief  Association,  and  which  I handed  to  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians for  their  disposal. 


Enclosure. 

Return  of  Persons  on  Out-door  Relief  : — February  4,  1848. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

January  21. 

February  4. 

Ballinrobe 

2,174 

2,718 

Partry 

917 

1,051 

Ross 

1,543 

1,674 

Ballaghholla  . 

164 

171 

Mayo 

1,300 

Burriscarra 

614 

656 

Cong 

4,061 

4,416 

Kilmain  .... 

1,717 

2,026 

Shruil 

2,191 

2,422 

Kilmolara  .... 

S31 

Hollymount  . 

1,906 

2,143 

Claremorris 

2,712 

Ballindine 

1,932 

2,843 

Robeen  .... 

1,357 

1,448 

Total  . 

23,419 

27,548 

Increase  . . . 4,129 


James  Dempster,  M.D. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  8,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  weekly  report 
to  the  5th  instant,  in  which  you  refer  to  a further  adjournment  of  a sale  of 
stock,  at  the  request  of  the  owners,  of  which  you  approved,  from  a desire  to 
prevent  public  exposure,  and  as  the  collectors  had  taken  proper  security. 

The  Commissioners  presume  that  this  adjourned  sale  has  been  the  cause  of 
the  release  of  stock  impounded,  of  which  the  Vice-Guardians  complain  in  a 
report  of  the  /th  instant,  this  day  referred  for  your  observations. 

The  Commissioners  are  not  at  present  prepared  to  say  that  arrangements  of 
this  kind  should  not  be  sanctioned  under  any  circumstances,  where  the  parties 
owing  rate  hold  back  until  seizures  are  actually  made.  The  expediency  of 
sanctioning  the  collectors  giving  up  seizures,  without  actual  payment  of  the 
rates  due,  is  however  very  questionable ; and  the  Commissioners  consider  that 
in  such  cases  the  collectors  should  be  left  to  act  solely  on  their  own  responsi- 
bility ; they  also  think  that  1 oolong  to  the  difficulty  of  collecting  the  rates,  and 
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the  necessity  of  making  examples,  as  well  as  of  dealing  equally  with  all 
classes,  no  compromise  should  be  assented  to  from  a desire  to  avoid  exposure 
of  the  defaulters. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners: — February  12,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I visited  the  electoral  division  of  Kilmolara  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting 
the  work  of  those  able-bodied  who  are  receiving  rations.  I regret  to  state  that 
the  amount  of  labour  performed  is  not  at  all  in  proportion  to  the  time  occupied, 
or  the  number  employed.  The  same  remark  is  applicable  almost  to  every 
electoral  division ; and  the  Vice-Guardians’  attention  having  been  called  to  the 
circumstance,  a stricter  surveillance  has  been  directed  for  the  future,  and  the 
overseer  ordered  to  be  dismissed  in  the  case  of  Kilmolara. 

I then  proceeded  to  Cong,  to  the  relieving  officer's  store,  to  ascertain  the 
actual  number  receiving  rations,  as  I was  not  satisfied  with  the  return  sent  in, 
there  being  4416  so  returned,  being  more  than  half  of  the  population. 

The  true  state  is  as  follows: — 


Adults 1435 

Children  ....  896 

Total  . . 2332 

Making  a difference  of  . . 2084 


On  a thorough  investigation  we  found  that  no  fraud  had  been  committed,  as 
the  quantity  of  meal  for  which  orders  had  been  issued  by  the  Vice-Guardians 
was  exactly  in  accordance  with  the  number  now  stated  as  receiving  it. 

The  relieving  officer,  Mr.  Joyce,  who  had  Cong,  Ross,  and  Ballaghholla  elec- 
toral divisions  to  superintend,  had  in  a hurry  added  the  whole  as  if  belonging 
to  Cong,  although  he  only  drew  provisions  for  the  actual  numbers  belonging  to 
each,  and  thus  the  mistake  originated;  all  is  now  rectified. 

I visited  the  Claremorris  and  Ballindine  electoral  divisions.  There  were 
complaints  preferred  against  the  relieving  officer  as  to  the  unsatisfactory  manner 
of  issuing  the  meal,  the  people  having  to  wait  so  long  in  the  street  before  they 
could  get  their  rations.  The  fault  lay  with  the  contractor,  who  was  disappointed 
by  the  cars  breaking  down  between  Westport  and  Claremorris.  The  amount 
of  destitution  is  very  great  in  Claremorris,  and  likely  to  increase ; and  it  is 
under  consideration  whether  a second  relieving  officer  for  that  electoral  division 
should  not  be  recommended  for  appointment. 

The  amount  of  poor-rate  collected  this  week,  and  lodged  to  the  credit  of  the 
Union,  is  very  small,  not  exceeding  239/. ; but  I trust  next  week’s  collection 
will  be  a large  one. 

I regret  to  report  that,  in  consequence  of  the  Vice-Guardians  being  unable  to 
pay  the  meal  contractors  even  a part  of  the  money  due  to  them  yesterday,  that 
they  have  refused  to  give  any  more  credit,  which  will  create  great  inconvenience 
in  the  Union,  as  the  quantity  of  provisions  required  for  the  ensuing  week  will 
amount  to  nearly  70  tons  for  out-door  relief,  and  unless  some  immediate  steps 
are  taken  the  distress  will  be  dreadful. 

I take  leave  to  annex  a letter  I received  this  evening  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  curate  of  Joyce’s  country,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robinson,  on  the  subject,  by 
which  it  appears  one  woman  died  in  the  street  of  Clonbur,  and  another  person 
in  Joyce’s  country,  as  he  states,  from  want.  The  people  in  this  locality  are 
unable  to  go  so  far  for  their  rations,  as  I stated  in  my  report  of  the  5th  instant ; 
and  I know  of  no  other  plan  to  relieve  them  except  having  the  meal  deposited 
in  the  police  barrack  at  Maam,  and  being  allowed  the  privilege  of  the  constable 
in  charge  there  to  distribute  it.  There  is  no  one  we  could  trust  in  that  part  of 
the  country  except  the  police. 

I presented  two  estimates,  approved  by  the  Finance  Committee  and  myself, 
in  favour  of  Ballinrobe  and  Kilmain  fever  hospitals  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  but 
for  want  of  funds  no  money  could  be  granted.  I fear  the  contractors  who 
supply  these  establishments  will  soon  stop  if  they  do  not  get  paid. 
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Enclosure.  Ballinrooe  uniou. 

The  Rev.  W.  F.  Robinson  to  Dr.  Dempster  : — February  12,  15-43. 

I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  present  awful  state  of  those  persons  who  were 
receiving-  out-door  relief.  This  week’s  supply  has  been  stopped,  as  the  contractors  would  not 
give  the  meal  until  they  get  the  money  due  or  part  of  it.  I I’ear  that  unless  the  people  get  the 
meal,  before  many  days  you  will  hear  of  the  death  of  some  of  them.  This  day  a woman  died 
in  the  street  of  Clonbur  from  destitution,  and  two  days  ago  another  person  died  in  Joyce's 
country  from  real  want.  This  is,  without  doubt,  a horrid  state  of  things. 

Excuse  this  liberty,  and  believe  me  to  remain  yours  very  truly. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  15,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  application  has  been  made  to  Count  Strzelecki  for  a 
further  advance  of  400/.  to  assist  the  Vice-Guardians  in  providing  for  the  relief 
of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

With  regard  to  your  suggestion  as  to  the  propriety  of  having  the  provisions 
required  lor  the  support  of  the  poor  in  Joyce’s  country  deposited  in  the  police 
barrack  at  Maam,  and  permission  being  granted  to  the  constable  in  charge  to 
distribute  it,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  presume  that  the  arrange- 
ment which  you  propose  has  been  carried  into  effect ; but  if  not,  they  request 
that  you  will  apply  to  the  County  Inspector  for  the  services  of  the  constable 
referred  to. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  consider  it  may  now 
become  necessary  to  re-model  the  relieving  officers’  districts,  and  they  wish 
that  you  should  formally  consider  the  subject  in  conjunction  with  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  and  report  the  result  to  the  Commissioners. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  relief  should  be  administered  to  all  in 
the  Union  who  are  really  destitute ; and  as  the  system  of  depots  from  which 
relief  is  distributed  in  food  by  relieving  officers  admits  of  expansion  to  any 
extent  which  circumstances  may  render  necessary,  they  rely  upon  such  arrange- 
ments being  made  by  you  and  the  Vice-Guardians  as  will  prevent  the  occurrence 
of  any  deaths  from  starvation. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  12,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  239/.  9 s.  1 cl.  has  been  lodged 
to  our  credit  during  the  last  week  by  the  rate  collectors.  We  have  paid 
10/.  16s.  10rf.  on  account  of  the  current  expenses,  104/.  13s.  2d.  in  part  payment 
of  the  old  debts  at  50  per  cent , and  123/.  13s.  Id.  for  outstanding  cheques  some 
time  issued,  and  not  presented  till  this  week  for  payment.  In  consequence  of 
the  illness  of  the  clerk  on  the  last  Board-day,  and  for  some  days  previous,  he 
was  not  aware  that  any  cheques  were  outstanding ; the  balance  shown  to  our 
credit  was  therefore  erroneous,  and  we  drew  for  the  above  amount  beyond  our 
funds. 

The  number  of  destitute  poor  on  the  relieving  officers’  lists  entitled  to  receive 
rations  for  the  ensuing  week  is  25,764,  and  the  quantity  of  Indian  meal  required 
for  distribution  is  70  tons  4cwt.  2qrs.  10i  lbs. ; but  we  regret  to  have  to  state 
that  we  were  totally  unable  to  provide  any  portion  of  it.  We  have  not  received 
any  grant  in  aid  from  the  British  Association,  and  you  will  perceive  by  the 
minutes  of  our  proceedings  that  the  contractors,  all  of  whom  are  poor  struggling 
men,  dependent  upon  the  merchants  for  credit,  have  declined  to  give  any 
further  supply  till  a considerable  portion  of  the  money  now  due  to  them  for 
the  meal  already  furnished  for  out-door  relief,  and  amounting  to  1300/.,  shall 
he  paid.  Under  these  circumstances,  should  you  he  enabled  to  obtain  a grant 
for  the  necessary  supply  from  the  British  Association,  we  have  arranged  that 
one  of  us  shall  attend  at  Ballinrobe  on  Tuesday  to  receive  your  communica- 
tion, and  if  an  order  for  the  food  shall  be  sent,  to  take  the  proper  measures  for 
its  distribution. 

We  forward  the  list  furnished  by  Mr.  Thomas  Walsh,  one  of  the  rate  col- 

G 2 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


44  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

B allin miie  Union  lectors,  with  his  remarks  upon  each  case  ; and  we  would  desire  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  observation  upon  that  of  Mr.  Lynch  of  Partly,  which  has 
reference  to  the  statement  of  Lord  Lucan.  We  also  forward  a letter  addressed 
to  us  by  Mr.  Walsh,  with  a copy  of  our  letter  in  reply.  We  fear  that,  for  the 
present,  the  rates  will  not  come  in  as  quickly  as  we  could  desire.  All  the  rate 
collectors  in  the  Unions  under  our  management  are,  with  two  exceptions  (Sir 
R.  O’Donnel  in  Westport  and  Mr.  Brannick  in  Ballinrobe),  also  collectors  of 
the  county  cess,  which  must  be  paid  in,  before  the  coming  assizes  on  the  6th 
of  March  next,  and  will  retard  the  payment  as  well  as  the  collection  of  the 
poor’s  rate.  This  subject  we  think  is  deserving  of  serious  consideration  in 
the  future  appointment  of  rate  collectors.  The  county  cess  must  be  paid  at 
the  assizes  twice  in  each  year ; and  being  in  course  of  collection  for  a con- 
siderable time  previous,  it  must  have  an  injurious  influence  upon  the  collection 
of  poor’s  rate  when  the  same  officer  is  the  collector  in  both  cases. 

Enclosures. 

Mr.  Walsh,  Collector,  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — February  11,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  that  I proceeded  to  the  electoral  division  of  Mayo  again  yesterday  to 
distrain  for  rates,  with  my  assistant  and  eight  men.  We  seized  on  a cow  in  the  first  village  we 
went  to,  when,  after  some  very  violent  language,  several  men  and  women  assaulted  my 
assistant,  Pat  Mahony,  and  our  assistants ; and  stones  of  a large  size  were  thrown  at  them; 
and  Mahony  got  several  blows  on  the  body  and  bead,  and  had  his  hand  severely  cut  in  my 
presence,  and  they  threatened  myself  with  the  same  treatment ; and  I very  much  feared  the 
men  would  be  severely  injured,  or  perhaps  some  of  them  killed  from  the  violent  manner  and 
language  used  on  the  occasion.  During  the  row  and  fighting,  the  cow  was  driven  off  from  us, 
and  we  could  not  prevent  it ; and  all  the  other  cattle  were  hid  from  us  in  houses  locked  up,  or 
driven  away.  I then  proceeded  to  other  townlands  and  seized  seven  sheep,  which  we  brought 
out  to  the  road,  when  we  were  followed  by  a crowd  of  men  and  women,  who  ran  after  us,  and 
came  out  from  other  villages,  and  got  before  the  sheep,  and  with  violent  and  threatening-  lan- 
guage forced  the  sheep  down  a narrow  road  to  a village,  where,  if  we  followed,  our  lives  would 
be  in  danger.  I seized  on  the  corn  of  the  owner  of  the  sheep,  but  could  get  no  man  to  act  as 
keeper,  to  mind  it.  As  I proceeded  through  the  electoral  divisions,  shouts  and  whistlino-  went 
before,  and  screeching  after  us ; and  in  all  directions,  and  on  all  sides,  men,  women,  and 
children  were  driving  and  running  away  with  their  cattle.  I then  seized  on  some  small  hag- 
gards of  corn.  If  I had  police  and  military  to  protect  us,  I will  carry  away  their  corn  if  they 
do  not  pay  or  give  cattle  to  pay.  I beg  to  know  can  I carry  away  their  corn  now  under  seizure, 
or  must  I wait  to  post  notice  of  sale,  and  have  an  auction  to  sell  before  1 can  carry  away;  if 
not,  I must  wait  to  give  six  days’  notice  of  sale.  I much  fear  police  or  military  protection  will 
not  enable  me  to  make  a seizure  of  cattle,  for  as  soon  as  we  are  seen  people  will  run  before  to 
give  notice,  and  the  stock  will  be  driven  out  of  our  reach.  I only  succeeded  in  impounding 
two  heifers.  I fear  the  same  conduct  will  be  adopted  in  every  electoral  division.  Mv  assistant 
was  several  times  before  threatened  and  rescued,  and  swore  his  informations  before  the  ma<ns- 
trates  at  Clare  Petty  Sessions,  and  again  before  Mr.  Arabin,  who  issued  his  warrant.  ° 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  Mr.  Walsh  -.—February  12,  1848. 

Upon  reading  over  your  letter  addressed  to  us  yesterday,  detailing  rescues  of  property 
seized  upon  by  you  for  poor-rates,  and  violent  assaults  committed  upon  your  assistants  by 
persons  assembled  upon  that  occasion,  we  consider  that  it  is  imperatively  necessary  that  infor- 
mation of  the  facts  be  at  once  lodged  before  a magistrate,  and  that  the  parties  implicated  shall 
be  sworn  against  and  brought  to  justice.  From  your  having  been  so  long  a collector  of  the 
county  cess,  we  do  not  apprehend  that  there  can  be  any  difficulty  to  identify  the  persons 
engaged  in  this  matter,  as  every  rate-payer  must  be  known  to  you  and  your  assistants. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  again  to  impress  upon  you  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  utmost 
exertion  upon  your  part  to  collect  the  poor-rate,  and  that  you  will  not  allow  the  collection  of 
the  county  cess,  m which  you  are  at  present  engaged,  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  a matter 
of  such  paramount  importance. 
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Ballinrobe  Union. — Ballinrobe,  Pea-try,  Cong , Kilmolara,  Itoleen , Burriscarra,  and  Mayo  BAiinr 
Electoral  Divisions. 


Return  of  Poor  Rate  uncollected,  made  by  Mr.  Thomas  Walsh,  Collector  for  the  above 
Divisions,  this  4th  day  of  February,  1848. 


Amount  of  Rate  due. 

Persons  from  whom  the 
Rate  is  due. 

Due  for 
last  Rate 

of  previous 
Rate  due. 

Total. 

Observations  as  to  Cause  of 
Non-Collection,  & c. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Lord  Kilmaine,  Neale 
Park 

77  0 0 

Promises  to  pay  as  quick  as  he 
can. 

Lord  i^itrim  & Char- 
Ieinont,  Rosshill. 

60  8 U 

Will  be  paid  on  the  16th  in- 
stant, the  agent  promises. 

Lord  Oran  more,  Cas- 

22  4 10 

Will  be  paid  some  time. 

tie  Carrett. 

Sir  Richard  O'Donnell, 

69  1 74 

Will  be  paid  some  time. 

Newport. 

Martin  Dareey,  Esq., 

106  3 2f 

Part  will  he  paid  some  time. 

Houndswood. 

Deburgh  Dareey,  Cas- 
tletown. 

16  12  2 

Collector  will  apply  to  him 
again. 

Rev.  William  Cromie 

7 1 11 

Agent  promises  to  pay;  Mr. 
Clines  in  England. 

David  Courtnav,  Esq., 

15  11  111 

Agent  will  pay. 

Dublin. 

John  F.  Lynch,  Esq., 
Partry. 

Latouche,  Esq., 

21  5 64 

Has  paid  10/.  13s.  lit/.  Dr. 
Dempster,  as  arbitrator,  set- 
tied  he  was  not  to  pay  more, 
except  the  arrears. 

Dublin. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Blake, 

31  14  114 

Promising  payment.  Has  paid. 

Lake  view. 

V.  O’Connor  Blake, 
Esq.,  Tower-hill. 

S7  13  14 

Asking  time;  and  states  if  he 
finds  he  is  liable  to  the  rates 
of  tenants  under  41.  he  will 

Rev.  James  Anderson, 
Ballinrobe. 

14  6 

pay. 

To  pay  on  Monday,  Sth  Fe- 
bruary. 

Mr.  John  M'Avilly, 
Bally  glass. 

25  6 Hi 

Is  a poor  man  ; he  promises  to 
pay  ; says  he  gave  up  some 
land,  and  he  won’t  pav  all. 

Charles  L.  Kirwan, 
Esq.,  Dalgan. 

do 

o 

3 

Disputes  this,  many  ot  the  te- 
nants having  deserted  their 
holdings,  the  rates  of  which 
are  charged  in  this  amount, 
he  says  he  is  not  liable  to. 

George  O’Malley,  Esq., 

22  19  54 

Has  promised  to  pay. 

Newcastle. 

Peter  Bourke,  Lsq., 

36  4 74 

Has  promised  to  pay. 

Ballinew. 

Total  . . 

(Signed)  Thomas  W alsh,  Collector. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  14,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that,  under  the  circumstances  reported,  application  will  be 
made  for  a loan  of  400/.,  to  assist  you  in  relieving  the  destitute  poor  of  the 
Ballinrobe  Union.  I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  in  reference  to  Collector 
Walsh’s  inquiry,  that  he  is  not  bound  to  sell  the  goods  seized  where  he  makes 
the  distress,  but  may  remove  them  to  any  convenient  and  fit  place. 

The  Commissioners  regret  that  any  apprehension  of  the  collector’s  activity 
should  be  entertained ; and  they  can  only  recommend  that  he  may  he  kept  to 
the  execution  of  his  duty.  They  do  not  consider  that  the  simultaneous  col- 
lection of  poor  rate  and  county  cess  by  one  person  should  he  more  an  impedi- 
ment to  the  payment  of  the  former  than  a simultaneous  collection  of  the  two 
assessments  by  two  or  more  collectors. 

With  respect  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Lynch,  of  Partry,  the  Commissioners  desire 
to  observe  that  they  have  not  had  the  particulars  before  them  which  would 
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enable  them  to  form  any  opinion  on  his  objections,  and  it  is  not  within  the 
province  of  the  Commissioners  to  entertain  the  case.  On  this  head  the 
Commissioners  transmit  a copy  of  a letter  which  they  have  addressed  to 
Dr.  Dempster. 


The  Commissioners  to  Dr.  Dempster: — February  16,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  a communication 
made  to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Ballinrobe  Union  by  Mr.  Thomas  Walsh, 
one  ol  the  collectors  of  poor-rate  in  the  Ballinrobe  Union,  from  which  it  would 
appear  that  you  have  acted  in  the  capacity  of  arbitrator  in  the  case  of  Mr.  John 
F.  Lynch,  of  Partry,  a defaulter  of  payment  of  poor-rate  in  the  Union.  The 
collector  states  that  of  2 !1Z.  5s.  6d.,  Mr.  Lynch  has  paid  10Z.  13s.  lid,  and  that 
“ Dr.  Dempster,  as  arbitrator,  settled  he  was  not  to  pay  more,  except  the 
“ arrears.”  In  reference  thereto,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that, 
although  they  are  convinced  that  in  the  course  which  you  pursued  you  acted 
with  good  intentions,  yet  the  interference  on  your  part  was  wholly  unauthorized 
by  the  law,  and  you  altogether  exceeded  your  powers. 

The  responsibility  ol  making  and  collecting  poor-rates  rests  solely  with  the 
Vice-Guardians,  and  neither  the  Commissioners  nor  any  of  their  Inspectors  have 
authority  to  remit  any  portion  of  any  rate  which  has  been  made  on  any  indi- 
vidual, or  in  any  way  to  alter  the  rate-book. 

The  Commissioners  have  to  add  that  while  the  power  assumed  by  you  in 
Mr.  Lynch’s  case  was  one  to  which  neither  you  nor  the  Commissioners  are 
entitled  by  law,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  the  power  is  greater  than  can  be 
exercised  even  by  the  Guardians  themselves,  when  they  have  once  signed  the 
rate-books. 

In  your  report  of  the  25th  December  last,  the  Commissioners  observed  that 
you  used  the  expressions,  “ I arranged  with  Mr.  Lynch  to  withdraw  his  appeal 
“ against  the  rates,  and  he  has  left  to  my  arbitration  the  settlement  of  the 
“ matter,  which  I considered  much  better  than  going  to  the  quarter  sessions, 
as  all  we  require  is  what  is  legally  due  from  the  rate-payers,  and  I shall 
“ try  to  enforce  what  should  be  collected  from  those  entitled  bv  law  to  pav 
“ the  rates.”  1 J 

The  Commissioners  refrained  from  writing  to  you  on  the  subject  at  the 
time,  because  they  presumed  that  the  words  you  used  referred  to  some  point 
within  your  competence  as  an  Inspector  or  a private  individual,  and  it  did  not 
occur  to  them  as  possible  that  you  would  seriously  undertake  to  remit  any 
portion  of  a rate  which  had  been  made  on  any  rate-payer  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians.  J 


The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — Febi'uary  18,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  report,  for  your  information,  that  482/.  17s.  11c/. 
has  been  lodged  to  our  credit  by  the  rate  collectors  in  the  past  week,  and  400/ 
received  from  Doctor  Dempster,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  as  a grant 
from  the  British  Association  m aid  of  the  destitute  poor  in  this  Union.  We 
have  paid  thereout,  for  meal  issued  from  the  commissariat  store-house,  including 
cost  of  carriage  and  distribution,  382/.  1 7s.  4d.,  and  300Z.  to  contractors  oil 
account  lor  Indian  meal  supplied  by  them  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of  near 
nffkp  n?Hh3rTlled  /0r  he!Week!  P™7ision«  as  stated  in  our  last  report; 
105Z  L 9d  ^ 7 Paid  521  128 ■ aud  for  curre»t  expenses 

91  TLJS,  t\%})00^  e*}itled  *>  receive  out-door  relief,  are 

— 1, 166  adults,  and  5584  children,  total  26,750;  requiring  about  7H  tons  for 
one  week  s food,  being  about  7001.  worth.  ns  z 101 

We  regret  to  have  again  to  report  that  we  are  without  funds  to  pay  for  any 
pan,  nor  will  the  contractors  give  a further  supply  without  prompt  payment 
neither  can  we  ask  them  when  so  large  an  amount  is  due  to  them  for  what 
they  have  already  advanced.  By  the  above  statement  you  will  perceive  that 
upwards  of  3001.  from  the  rates  have  been  expended  upon  out-door  relief  for 
this  week,  and  we  have  been  thereby  prevented  from  paying  more  than  a very 
small  sum  on  account  of  old  debts,  or  anything  in  discharge  of  those  contracted 
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by  ourselves.  Our  position  lias  therefore  become  extremely  embarrassing  from  Ballinrobe  Union. 

the  incessant  importunity  of  creditors,  both  in  the  Board-room  and  as  we  pass 

through  the  tow ; upbraided  by  the  old  creditors  who  freely  entered  into  an 

arrangement  proposed  by  us,  and  sanctioned  by  you ; whilst  others  (who 

refused  to  comply)  are  proceeding  at  law  to  recover  their  claims,  to  which 

pleas  of  confession  are  now  being  entered  by  our  solicitor,  but  payment  must 

be  made  in  April,  and  all  the  costs  will  fall  on  the  Union. 

We,  therefore,  feel  called  upon  to  report  and  explain  our  present  position, 
that  you  may  consider  it,  and  determine  in  what  way  the  immense  amount 
of  destitution,  now  ascertained,  shall  be  provided  for,  and  which  from  the 
latitude  given  to  the  interpretation  of  the  10th  section  of  the  Relief  Exten- 
sion Act,  is  still  likely  to  increase  to  a very  great  extent,  and  which,  you  must 
now  be  aware,  it  is  totally  out  of  our  power  to  meet,  except  means  are  placed 
at  our  disposal  sufficient  to  procure  the  quantity  of  food  required  for  each 
week’s  consumption. 

One  of  our  party  will  again  attend  here  on  Tuesday  next,  to  receive  and  act 
upon  any  orders  you  may  determine  to  send  by  that  day’s  post,  to  provide  for 
the  requisite  supply. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — February  21,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  sum  of  700Z.  will  be  remitted  to-morrow,  to  assist 
you  in  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that,  on  a consideration  of  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  three  Unions  of  which  you  are  Vice-Guardians,  and  of  the  great 
labour  which  is  now  thrown  upon  you  by  the  increase  of  destitution  therein, 
the  Commissioners  deem  it  desirable  to  detach  the  Ballinrobe  Union  from  your 
district  and  to  constitute  you  Vice-Guardians  for  Castlebar  and  Westport 
Unions  alone.  At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  propose  to  transfer 
Mr.  Fishbourne’s  services  to  Ballinrobe  Union  exclusively. 

The  Commissioners  will  take  care  that  the  total  amount  of  your  salaries 
shall  not  be  in  the  least  affected  by  this  alteration  previous  to  the  25th  of  the 
next  month;  but  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  that,  after  that  date,  the 
present  arrangement  on  this  head  should  be  open  to  revision,  if  it  is  your 
intention  after  that  period  to  give  the  Commissioners  the  benefit  of  your 
valuable  services. 

The  Commissioners  will  address  Mr.  Fishbourne  on  this  subject  by  to-mor- 
row’s post. 

The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  18,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  the  copy  of  a communication 
received  from  Mr.  Thomas  Walsh,  rate  collector,  giving  an  account  of  his 
proceedings  in  enforcing  the  payment  of  the  rates,  and  we  have  further  to  state 
that  a similar  demonstration  will  be  made  by  another  rate  collector  on  Tuesday 
next,  who  intends  to  distrain  some  of  the  higher  class  who  have  available 
property. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Walsh  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — February  18,  184S. 

In  consequence  of  the  opposition  I received  in  the  collection  of  the  rates  as  before 
reported  to  you,  I gave  a requisition  to'  Mr.  Arabin;  R.M.,  who  accompanied  me  with  a party 
of  military  and  police  to  the  division  of  Mayo,  taking  a long  circuit  of  over  20  miles’  distance. 
I also  had  to  engage  an  auctioneer  and  12  carts  at  considerable  expense.  I made  14  seizures, 
10  of  which  paid  their  rates;  and  we  brought  away  three  heifers  to  pay  the  rates  of  three 
persons,  and  four  carts  of  wheat  in  sheaf,  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  rates  of  the  fourth.  This 
formidable  party  caused  a great  sensation  all  through  the  country,  and  though  the  amount 
collected  is  small,  it  will,  I hope,  be  productive  of  good  results  in  enabling  me  to  collect  the 
rates.  I beg  to  mention  I was,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Arabin,  most  efficiently  supported 
by  the  military  and  police  in  a very  harassing  day’s  duty — out  from  day-light  until  after 
night-fall. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  19,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  on  Monday,  14th  instant,  Mr.  Walsh,  rate  collector,  reported  he  had  been 
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Baiimrobe^Union.  deforced  in  the  collection  of  rates  in  the  electoral  division  of  Mayo ; and  in 
consequence,  having  made  the  necessary  deposition  as  to  the  facts  before  the 
resident  magistrate,  and  handed  in  a requisition  for  protection,  Mr.  Arabin 
accompanied  Mr.  Walsh  with  a military  and  police  force  on  Thursday,  17th 
instant,  and  made  several  seizures.  His  report  I beg  to  annex,  by  which  he 
considers  he  will  have  less  trouble  in  future  in  the  collection. 

The  collector  of  Kilmain  and  Shruil  electoral  divisions,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, will  be  accompanied  by  Mr.  Arabin  on  Monday  next  21st  instant. 
The  result  I shall  report. 

On  receipt  of  a communication  on  the  15th  instant,  stating  that  400 Z.  would 
be  transmitted  in  aid  of  the  destitute  of  this  Union,  I arranged  with  Lieutenant 
Stokes,  R.N.,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Commissariat  depot,  that  meal  should 
be  at  once  issued  to  the  relieving  officers;  and  Mr.  Lecky,  Vice-Guardian, 
having  arrived  from  Castlebar,  the  arrangements  were  completed  and  the  meal 
given  out ; and  from  the  state  of  funds  of  the  Union  at  this  moment  a similar 
remittance  will  be  required  to  prevent  the  people  from  starving.  The  number 
on  the  lists  for  next  week  being  26,750 — adults  21,166,  and  children  5584. 

Mr.  Joyce,  the  relieving  officer  of  Ross  and  Ballaghholla  electoral  divisions, 
reported  on  the  15th  instant  that  10  persons  had  died  in  his  district  and  two  of 
these  from  want.  His  report  I take  leave  to  forward. 

Having  been  called  upon  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Cong  and  Kilmolara 
Committee  to  inspect  the  fever  accounts,  I did  so,  and  will  transmit  the 
vouchers  (I  required  stamp  receipts  for  some  items)  next  week  for  Mr. 
Bromley. 

I visited  Hollymount  and  Robeen  electoral  divisions,  and  saw  the  relieving 
officers  performing  their  duties  in  distributing  the  meal ; and  also  inspected 
the  overseer’s  work  in  the  same  localities. 

I Avent  to  Kilmain  on  like  duty,  and  shall  make  a special  report  on  the  state 
of  the  temporary  fever  shed  there  next  week. 

I attended  at  the  Avorkhouse  Avith  the  Vice-Guardians  on  Thursday,  and 
handed  to  them  400Z.  that  day  received  from  the  British  Relief  Association  in 
aid  of  the  destitute  poor  of  this  Union.  The  workhouse  is  greatly  improved 
in  every  respect,  and  the  hospital  also.  Fever  on  the  decline  in  the  house ; but 
dysentery  prevails  to  a considerable  extent. 

The  meal  contractors  were  very  clamorous  for  payment  of  the  advances  they 
had  made,  and  the  old  creditors  of  the  Union  most  pressing  in  their  demands  on 
the. Vice-Guardians,  and  several  have  commenced  proceedings  at  Iuav  to  recover 
their  money. 

The  amount  of  rates  this  week  handed  in  to  the  treasurer  Avas  482/.  17s.  l \d. 

Mr.  Walsh— 


Mr.  Brannick — 


Ballinrobe 

Mayo 

Robeen 

Burriscarra 


Ballindine . 
Claremorris 


£.  s.  d. 
274  19  2 
2 5 4i 
20  4 Oi 
18  18  0 


297  8 7 


141  14  10i 
24  15  5j 


166  11  4 

Which  Avith  the  400Z.  remittance  has  been  divided  amongst  the  creditors. 

The  quantity  of  meal  for  distribution  during  the  ensuing  Aveek  for  the  several 
electoral  divisions  amounts  to  7H  tons. 


Enclosures. 

Mr.  Walsh  to  Dr.  Dempster  -.—Februanj  19,  1848. 

I beg  to  inform  you  that  in  consequence  of  the  opposition  1 met  with  in  the  collection 
of  poor-ratM  in  tile  electoral  dmsion  of  Mayo,  as  before  stated  to  you,  I gave  a requisition  to 
Mr.  Arabin  R.M.,  for  military  and  police  to  protect  me  in  the  discharge  of  niv  duties,  who 
accompanied  me  with  a party  of  cavalry  and  infantry  and  police  to  the  district.  I en craved  an 
auctioneer  and  1l  carls  and  additional  men  at  considerable  expense  ; and  we  took  a circuit  of 
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about  20  miles  distance,  and  made  14  seizures:  10  of  the  owners  paid  their  rates;  and  we  Ballinrobe  Ua:on. 

took  three  heifers  from  three  to  pay  their  rates,  and  four  carts  of  wheat  in  sheaf  not  sufficient  

to  pay  the  rates,  of  the  fourth— all  purchased  by  Mr.  Arabin  ; and  though  the  amount  of 
rates  received  was  small,  the  appearance  of  so  formidable  a party  caused  a great  sensation 
through  the  country,  and  will,  I hope,  be  productive  of  good  results ‘in  inducing  The  rates  to  be 
paid  in.  I beg  to  state  I was  most,  efficiently  supported  in  this  duty  by  Mr.°Arabin  and  the 
military  and  police,  who  had  a very  long  and  harassing  march — out  from  morning  until  after 
night-fall.  ° 


Mr.  Jo-sce  to  Dr.  Dempster: — February  15,  1S48. 

I REGRET  to  state  that  within  the  last  four  days  10  persons  have  died  in  the  electoral 
division  of  Ross.  Those  were  people  who  continued  in  possession  of  their  small  holdings  of 
land  until  they  were  nearly  exhausted  ; then  surrendered  it  to  their  several  landlords  ; applied 
to  me  for  relief,  which  was  granted  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  which  they  were  now  re- 
ceiving. 

18th. — Mr.  Joyce  states  that  two  of  the  above  died  from  want. 

Showed  this  to  Vice-Guardians  17th  February,  18-18.— J.  D. 


The  Commissioners  to  Dr.  Dempster  in  reply : — February  21,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  sum  of  7001.  will  be  sent  on  to-morrow  to  assist 
the  Vice-Guardians  in  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in 
the  Union. 


Copy  of  Observations  of  Dr.  Dempster,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  on 
a communication  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Phew,  P.P.,  Sliruil,  in  which  he  states 
that  he  is  under  the  impression  that  the  Poor  Rate  Collectors  are  not  dis- 
charging their  duties  faithfully,  as  they  take  care  to  ajiply  to  the  farmer 
who  pays  them  at  once,  but  are  tardy  enough  to  apply  to  the  proprietor 
in  fee,  who  may  be  a magistrate  or  some  personage  of  whom  they  may  be 
afraid. 

The  reverend  gentleman  was  in  the  Board-room  last  week  when  the 
following  case  was  brought  before  the  Vice-Guardians : — a parishioner  of  his, 
a rate-payer,  named  Connor,  and  a tenant  of  a Mr.  Kenny,  had  been  met  on 
the  road  by  the  rate-collector.  Connor  was  on  horseback  and  carrying 
a hag  with  meal;  the  rate-collector  seized  the  horse  for  rate  and  county 
qess ; the  man  pleaded  poverty  and  inability  to  pay,  besides  stating  as  he  was 
on  the  relief  lists,  he  was  not  liable  for  rates ; the  collector  differed  in  opinion — 
kept  the  horse,  and  in  a few  minutes,  when  Connor  found  lie  could  not  escape, 
paid  the  amount  on  the  spot.  This  man  is  of  the  class  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
Phew,  as  being  one  of  the  farmers  applied  to  and  who  pay  at  once : Connor 
was  struck  off. 

The  rate-collectors  have  instructions  to  make  no  distinction  of  parties,  but 
to  get  the  rates  from  all  indiscriminately.  And  in  the  parish  of  Shruil  the 
collector  has  been  deforced  and  rescued,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  resident 
magistrate,  with  military  and  police,  is  in  that  locality  this  day  protecting 
the  collectors. 

February  21,  1848. 


Observations  of  Dr.  Dempster  on  a communication  from  Mr.  James  Browne, 
of  Claremont  House,  Claremorris,  relating  to  the  distress  in  the  part  of  the 
County  Mayo  in  which  Mr.  Browne’s  property  is  situated,  and  to  abuses 
committed  in  placing  persons  on  the  relief  lists  who  are  not  destitute,  while 
others  who  are  so  have  been  denied  relief: — February  2 1,  1848. 

Mr.  Browne  is  a default er  in  his  rates,  and  lias  been  called  upon  by 
Mr.  Brannick,  the  collector,  for  payment. 

We  all  think  that  many  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  ought  not  to  get  it ; 
but  we  can  get  no  one  to  come  forward  and  point  out  any  specific  case. 

I called  on  the  relieving  officer  of  the  Claremorris  electoral  division,  Mr. 
Gibbons,  to  answer  the  allegations  of  Mr.  Browne.  He  denies  that  any  one  is 
on  the  list  to  his  knowledge,  who  is  not  a fit  object  I admit  that  very  great 
destitution  prevails,  but  every  precaution  has  been  taken  by  myself  and  the 
Vice-Guardians  (to  whom  I submitted  Mr.  Browne’s  letter)  to  carry  out  the 
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Bailinrobe  Union,  relief  properly,  and  every  attention  paid  to  recommendations  of  the  Roman 
— Catholic  clergyman  of  the  parish  and  other  competent  persons. 

The  agent  of  Mr.  Browne,  Mr.  Hewson,  a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county, 
came  to  Bailinrobe  a short  time  ago  to  complain  to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the 
case  of  a widow  with  a large  family,  whom  he  represented  to  be  in  the  greatest 
poverty  and  destitution  and  not  getting  relief.  On  investigation,  the  woman  and 
all  her  children  "were  on  the  books  as  residing  in  a certain  townland  in  the 
parish  and  receiving  relief ,*  but  she  wanted  to  be  placed  again  on  the  books 
to  get  double  rations  as  'if  living  in  another  place , only  altering  the  respective 
ages  of  herself  and  of  each  of  the  children,  who  were  all  on  the  lists  by  the 
same  Christian  names  and  in  the  same  consecutive  order.  It  is  very  hard  to 
discriminate,  and  it  is  possible  some  cases  may  be  as  Mr.  Browne  represents : 
but  all  he  or  any  other  person  has  to  do  is  to  point  them  out,  and  immediate 
redress  follows. 


The  Commissioners  to  Dr.  Dempster  '.—February  21,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy 
of  a communication  which  they  have  received  from  Sir  Randolph  I.  Routh, 
relating  to  deaths  alleged  to  have  occurred  from  starvation  in  the  Bailinrobe 
Union ; and  in  reference  thereto  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
explain  fully  the  mode  adopted  in  the  Bailinrobe  Union,  of  issuing  rations  to 
the  classes  relieved  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Reliel  Extension 
Act,  distinctly  from  the  able-bodied  classes,  to  whom  relief  should  only  be 
given  as  their  tasks  of  labour  are  performed  daily. 

Enclosure. 

Commissary-General  Sir  R.  Routh  to  the  Com m i ssioners  : — February  17,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, the  annexed  extract  of  a letter  from  Lieutenant  Stokes,  R.N.,  now  in  charge  of  the 
Commissariat  duties  at  Bailinrobe,  but  without  meaning  to  offer  any  opinion  on  that  gentle- 
man’s suggestion. 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  Lieutenant  Stokes  to  Commissary- General  Sir  Randolph  I.  Routh, 
dated  Bailinrobe,  15 th  February,  1848. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I regret  to  say  I have  heard  of  a few  deaths  having  taken 
place  in  one  district  of  this  Union  from  the  want  of  food.  They  were  persons  receiving  relief 
according  to  the  present  system.  The  allowance  for  seven  days  is  given  at  one  issue;  and  it 
appears  the  people,  from  improvidently  using  it,  are  frequently  to  be  found  fasting  for  the  last 
day  or  two  of  the  week,  and  to  this  cause  I believe  may  be  assigned  the  deaths  I have  noticed. 


Mr.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners: — February  24,  1S48. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  in  pursuance  of  my  intention,  as 
communicated  to  you  on  a former  paper,  I this  day  met  the  Finance  Committee 
of  the  Bailinrobe  Union,  and  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Dempster,  Temporary 
Poor  Law  Inspector,  brought  before  them  the  subject  of  the  temporary  fever 
hospitals  throughout  the  Union.  After  an  attentive  consideration  given  to  the 
affairs  of  their  establishments,  the  Finance  Committee  adopted  the  resolutions 
in  reference  to  each  of  them,  of  which  I now  beg  to  enclose  a copy,  and 
request  it  may  he  fonvarded  to  the  Central  Board  of  Health  for  their  infor- 
mation. 

The  result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Finance  Committee  is,  that  four  of 
their  hospitals  shall  he  continued,  and  (subject  to  certain  arrangements  as  to 
their  accounts)  should  be  supported  from  the  poor-rates : that  a fifth  (which 
is  not  yet  in  operation)  should  be  handed  over  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  to  he 
opened  for  the  reception  of  patients  when  it  is  considered  necessary,  and  that 
the  remaining  twro  should,  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, he  discontinued  or  at  least  not  provided  with  funds  from  the  rates  of 
the  Union. 

I entirely  agree  with  the  other  members  of  the  Finance  Committee  in  the 
resolutions  now  adopted.  I think  the  number  of  hospitals  which  they  are  pre- 
pared to  call  on  the  Vice-Guardians  to  support,  ought  to  he  sufficient  for  the 
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"the  Uni°?’  “d  l *rUSt  ‘hat  the  C™tral  Board  of  HeaMl  not  con-  Bdlinn*.  Uni™, 
sider  it  necessary  to  insist  upon  any  extension  of  these  establishments  beyond 
•vvjiat  the  J?  mance  Committee  have  been  recommended. 


Enclosure. 


„„  ,1,.  ot  a u B man  Co™”‘ltea,  “f  *he  Ballinrohe  Union,  held  at  Ballinrobe, 

on  the  24th  February,  1848,—  Preaent-Alexandar  C.  Lambert,  Esq.,  Thomas  Eihvootl,  Esq 
Richard  Bourke  Poor  Laiv  Inspector,  and  Dr.  James  Dempster,  Temporary  Poor  Laiy 
Inspector,— the  follow, ng  resolutions  were  agreed  to  in  reference  to  the  fever  hospitals  for 
which  money  was  granted  by  the  Relief  Commissioners : * 

Resolved  —That  the  fever  hospitals  now  established  at  the  places  mentioned  in  the  mar™ 
be  continued,  and  that  subject  to  certain  arrangements  entered  into  as  to  their  accounts  The 
expenses  be  provided  for  by  the  Vice- Guardians,  from  the  poor-rates  of  tile  Union,  and  that 
estimates  for  this  purpose  be  duly  forwarded  by  tis. 

That  with  regard  to  the  hospital  established  at  Clareraorris,  we  respectfully  request  that  it 
may  be  withdrawn  from  the  management  of  a Relief  Committee,  and  transferred  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  for  the  following  reason,  viz. That  various  representations  have  been  made  by 
one  of  our  members,  and  by  Dr.  Dempster,  to  the  present  Committee,  in  order  to  induce  them 
to  send  m an  estimate,  but  as  these  have  not  as  yet  been  complied  with,  we  apprehend  that 
district  PrGSent  rnana°en,e,lt' this  hosPi,al  "ill  not  be  made  available  for  the  poor  of  the 


That  with  respect  to  the  two  hospitals  named  in  the  margin,  we  are  of  opinion  that  they  are 
not  required  for  the  districts  in  which  they  are  situated,  and  we  respectfully  submit  that  they 
should  not  be  provided  with  funds  from  the  poor-rates.  Our  reasons  for  this  recommendation 
are  as  follows : — 


The  first  of  these  hospitals  which  is  represented  to  be  intended  for  (he  poor  of  the  electoral 
divisions  ot  Cong  and  Kilmolara,  is  situated  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  last  of  these  division** 
within  one  mile  and  a quarter  of  the  town  of  Ballinrobe.  It  is  a thatched  cottage  alongside  of 
the  high  road,  ill  adapted  for  the  accommodation  of  fever  patients,  and  so  far  distant  from  the 
principal  portions  of  the  district,  that  it  would  be  as  easy  to  send  patients  from  thence  into 
Ballinrobe,  where  they  could  be  received  at  a good  hospital  already  in  operation.  If  this 
hospital  should  require  to  be  enlarged  in  order  to  accommodate  the  patients  from  the  Con*  and 
Kilmolara  districts,  we  are  of  opinion  that  this  would  be  much  preferable  to  the  establishment 
and  support  of  tins  hospital,  under  the  circumstances  we  have  mentioned. 

Tile  second  of  these  hospitals  was  designed  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Ballacrholla  electoral 
division.  This  district  is  very  thinly  peopled,  containing,  by  the  census  of  1841,  only  14/8 
persons,  and  valued  at  462Z.  We  do  not  consider  an  hospital  here  to  be  by  anv  means  neces- 
sary, and  we  hope  that  we  may  not  be  required  to  forward  estimates  to  the  'Vice-Guardians  for 
its  support.  The  district  is  divided  from  the  electoral  division  of  Purtry,  by  a lake  across 
which  there  is  an  established  ferry,  and  by  this  conveyance  patients  may  be  quickly  and  safely 
transported  to  the  fever  hospital  at  Partry,  which  is  already  in  operation.  The  sum  of  150/. 
was  granted  for  this  hospital  .by  the  Relief  Commissioners,  but  up  to  this  hour  nothin^  has  been 
done  towards  its  erection  but  digging  the  foundations. 

We  trust  that  under  the  circumstances  here  detailed,  the  Central  Board  of  Health  will  be  of 
opinion  that  sufficient  provision  will  be  made  by  the  foregoing  arrangements,  from  providing 
fever  accommodation  for  the  poor  of  this  Union.  1 


No.  1.  Clonbur. 
No.  2.  Kilinain. 
No. ;{.  Ballinrobe. 
No.  4.  Partry 

Claremorris. 


No.  1.  The  Neale 
No.  2.  Churuhfield. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Bourke  : — February  26,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  communicated  your  report  to 
the  Board  of  Health,  in  accordance  with  your  recommendation. 


The  Commissioners  to  Dr.  Dempster: — February  25,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  having  observed  by  a resolution  of  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians of  Ballinrobe  Union,  on  their  minutes  of  the  10th  instant,  that  they 
declare  their  inability  to  pay  two  sums  required  for  support  of  temporary  fever 
hospitals;  an  examination  has  been  made  of  the  collection  of  the  rate,  by 
which  it  appears  that  since  warrants  were  issued  on  the  1 1th  November  last  for 
collection  of  rates  amounting  to  14,127/.,  the  amount  brought  in  to  the  5th 
instant  is  only  3,537/.;  and  it  is  also  found  that  in  the  divisions  of  Ross  and 
Ballagholla  more  than  half  the  rate  has  been  collected — while  in  the  Mayo 
portion  of  the  Union,  the  proportion  collected  is  not  a fourth. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  examine  strictly  into  the  course 
which  each  of  the  collectors  is  taking ; and  that  you  will  immediately  recom- 
mend the  Vice-Guardians  to  adopt  such  steps  as  shall  appear  to  be  necessary 
for  enforcing  a prompt  performance  of  the  collectors’  duties,  wherever  the  rates 
can  be  collected,  by  exercising  the  powers  vested  in  these  officers. 


H 2 
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Dr,  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  26,  1848. 


' £.  i.  I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 

70 '?  'at  that  every  exertion  is  being  made  to  collect  the  rates  of  this  Union.  I beg  to 
3s  if>  o*  forward  Mr.  Arabin’s  report  to  me  on  the  subject.  The  amount  of  rates 
l?0...:.?1-  lodged  this  week  by  the  respective  collectors  is  699/.  3a.  9 d.  as  per  margin. 

Mr  nr  ml'"  *'  & I attended  at  the  Commissariat  depot,  as  to  the  issue  of  meal  to  the  several 
c^ieniinr£mm  4 1-4  'a  relievino  officers,  with  Mr.  Lecky,  Vice-Guardian,  to  whom  I handed  the  700/. 
* — — - sent  from  the  British  Relief  Association. 


Mr.  Fair.  ' I regret  to  state  that  from  the  great  pressure  on  the  stores  from  Westport  and 

Kilmain  . .169  o 3 Castlebar,  & c.,  some  of  our  officers  were  unable  to  get  their  proportions  till 
1 lolly  mount  : 10?  3 8 yesterday,  and  one  for  Ballindine  only  this  morning,  which  is  the  cause  of  great 
373 14  4 outcry  as  against  the  relieving  officers  and  distributors.  I understand  the 
nossJIr‘  niS8.in%  o o tackling  in  the  store  having  repeatedly  broken  during  the  week,  was  another 
T«ii ; ! iTTT  cause  of  delay- 

Mr.  Bourke,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  having  arrived  here,  Messrs.  Lambert  and 
Elwood,  members  of  the  Finance  Committee,  attended  at  my  office,  and  we 
took  into  consideration  the  matters  connected  with  the  temporary  fever  esta- 
blishments of  this  Union,  and  a special  report  was  made. 

I visited  Partry  fever  hospital  on  Friday,  and  found  it  clean  and  in  good 
order. 


There  was  an  inquest  held  on  the  body  of  a man  named  Patrick  Gibbons,  a 
patient  in  that  hospital,  on  25th  instant,  at  the  desire  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conway, 
Roman  Catholic  curate  of  the  parish  of  Partry. 

The  man  was  admitted  on  the  23rd  instant,  and  died  same  day.  He  was 
reported  on  the  hospital  register  ill  fourteen  days  before  admission.  The  jury 
found  a verdict  of  “died  from  starvation.” 


This  man  lived  on  the  lands  of  Drumcoggy,  the  property  of  Sir  Robert 
Lynch  Blosse,  bart.  Pie  was  receiving  relief  with  his  mother  and  sister  from 
24th  January  to  21st  February  instant,  when  the  relieving  officer  was  called 
upon  by  the  sub-agent  of  Sir  Robert,  who  threatened  to  report  him  to  the 
Vice-Guardians  and  Poor  Law  Commissioners  for  dereliction  of  duty  in 
affording  relief  to  persons  holding  so  much  land  as  he  stated  Gibbons  was  in 
possession  of,  upwards  of  three  acres.  Being  poor  and  destitute,  the  relieving 
officer  was  justified  in  affording  relief.  The  agent  would  not  take  the  ground 
off  the  unfortunate  people’s  hands,  unless  they  threw  down  their  cabin,  which 
the  sister  did,  and  the  man  was  removed  to  the  hospital.  It  is  quite  clear 
starvation  was  not  the  cause,  having  been  on  the  list,  and  the  three  receiving 
rations  till  the  2 1st  instant ; and  the  fact  of  stating  to  the  porter  of  the  hospital 
on  admission,  that  the  man  was  14  days  ill  of  fever ; his  sudden  death  is  easily 
accounted  for — removal  in  the  worn-out  debilitated  state  the  man  was,  and 
bringing  him  upwards  of  three  miles. 

Two  of  the  jurors,  Pat  Walsh  and  Richard  Stanton,  were  very  violent  in 
demeanour,  and  intheir  observations,  both  declaring  that  no  rates  or  cess  should 
be  paid  in  that  parish  till  they  got  a relieving  officer  of  their  own — the  same 
language  as  that  made  use  of  in  the  Board-room  by  the  reverend  gentleman  a 
short  time  since. 


It  is  in  contemplation  to  ask  permission  of  the  Commissioners  to  appoint  a 
head  overseer,  whose  duties  would  be  to  constantly  visit  the  gangs  of  men  on 
the  roads  breaking  stones,  and  to  report  to  the  Vice-Guardians  weekly.  I think 
it  would  be  a desirable  appointment,  and  recommend  it. 

There  are  28,303  on  the  out-door  lists  for  relief  in  the  ensuing  week,  and  we 
will  require  upwards  of  70  tons  of  meal  to  supply  their  wants.  The  Vice- 
Guardians  paid  this  week  the  sum  of  1387/.  lO.s.  9 d.  in  old  and  new  liabilities— 
of  old  3 77/.  15s.  8 d. ; of  new  1009/.  15s.  Id.,  which  has  left  the  treasurer 
without  any  funds. 

Considering  that  Maam  would  be  a place  excellently  adapted  for  forming  a 
depot  for  distribution  for  the  western  portion  of  Joyce’s  country,  and  to  save  the 
poor  creatures  going  so  far  as  Clonbur  for  their  rations,  on  your  letter  to  me 
of  the  15th  instant,  giving  permission  for  such  an  establishment,  I accordingly 
wrote  to  the  County  Inspector,  Captain  Blake,  of  Galway,  on  the  subject,  and 
requesting  that  the  constable  in  charge  there  might  be  permitted  to  act  as  dis- 
tributor. By  that  gentleman  s answer,  this  day  received,  the  Inspector-General 
regrets  that  the  services  of  the  constable  cannot  be  spared  for  that  duty.  I 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


regret  it  also  as  does  Captain  Blake,  J.P.,  of  Doone,  the  only  resident  gentleman 
in  that  locality,  under  whom  the  constable  acted  in  a like  capacity  last  year 
and  gave  the  greatest  satisfaction.  J 5 

I shall  visit  Maam  next  week,  and  try  to  make  some  other  selection. 

N.B. — I take  leave  to  submit  a letter  I received  from  tile  Rev.  Mr.  Phew  of 
Shruil,  relative  to  the  eviction  of  tenants  in  that  parish.  Mr.  Blake,  the  land- 
lord, is  a defaulting  rate-payer,  and  is  to  be  sued  for  his  rates. 


Ballinrobe  Union. 


Enclosures. 

The  Rev.  Michael  Phew  to  Dr.  Dempster. 

Shruil  Electoral  Division  of  Ballinrohc  Union, 
February  23,  1848. 

. I beg  to  inform  you  tile  Inspecting  Poor  Law  officer  in  this  Union,  that  tile  sheriff  of 
this  county  has  on  Monday  last,  the  21st  of  this  month,  come  on  the  townlands  of  Moyne,  in 
this  electoral  division,  and  there  caused  to  be  levelled  to  the  ground  the  houses  of  seven 
families  and  thereby  left  them  unsheltered,  and  liable  to  die  of  hunger  and  cold  for  want  of 
food  and  home.  I would  like  you  would  come  and  see  their  condition.  They  were  hitherto 
living  on  that  farm,  which  is  the  property  of  Charles  Blake,  esq.,  Merlin  Park,  in  the  county 
of  Galway;  and  I would  be  happy  to  know  whether  that  gentleman  has  made  any  provisions 
to  suppoi  t them  either  in  the  workhouse  of  this  Union,  or  on  the  out-door  relief  system.  This 
I beg  to  communicate  officially  to  you.  J 


An  Inquisition. 

County  of  Mayo,  1 Indented  taken  for  our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen,  at  Portroyal,  in 
to  wit.  It  he  parish  of  Ballovey,  and  barony  of  Carra,  in  the  county  of  Mavo, 
on  the  2oth  day  of  February,  1848,  in  the  elevonth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lady 
Queen  Victoria  the  First,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Queen  Defender 
ot  the  haith,  &c.,  &c„  before  William  Ruttledge,  esq.,  one  of  Her  Majesty’s  coroners  for 
said  county,  on  view  of  the  body  of  Pat  Gibbons,  then  and  there  lying  dead,  upon  the  oath  of 
Pat.  Casey  and  eleven  others,  at  least  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  said  county,  duly  chosen 
and  who  living  there  and  then,  duly  sworn  and  charged  to  inquire  for  our  said  Lady  tlie  Queen’ 
when,  how,  and  by  what  means  the  said  Pat  Gibbons  came  to  his  death,  do  upon  their  oaths 
say  that  the  said  Pat  Gibbons  came  to  his  death  from  starvation. 


1.  Pat  Casey, 

2.  Michael  Burke, 

3.  John  Henaghan, 

4.  Richard  Stanton, 

5.  Peter  Casey, 

6.  Pat  Casey,  jun. 


7.  Michael  Phiibin, 

8.  Thomas  Burke, 

9.  Thomas  Garry, 

10.  Pat  Burke, 

11.  Thomas  Feeney, 

12.  Pat  Walsh. 


In  witness  whereof  as  well  the  said  William  Ruttledge,  Coroner,  as  the  said  Pat  Casey,  the 
foreman  ol  the  said  jurors,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  rest  of  his  said  fellows  in  their 
presence,  have  to  this  inquisition  set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day,  year,  and  place  first  above- 
mentioned. 


Pat  Casey,  Foreman. 


W.  Ruttledge,  Coroner. 


County  of  Mayo  1 Informations  of  witnesses  severally  taken  and  acknowledged  on  behalf 
to  mt.  j of  our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen,  touching  the  death  of  Pat  Gibbons,  at 
Portroyal,  in  the  parish  of  Ballovey,  and  barony  of  Carra,  in  the  said  county  of  Mayo,  on 
the  25th  day  of  February,  in  the  11th  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lady  Queen  Victoria 
the  First,  before  William  Ruttledge,  Esq.,  one  of  Her  Majesty’s  coroners  for  said  county,  on 
an  inquisition  then  and  there  taken  on  view  of  the  body  of  Pat  Gibbons,  then  and  there  lying 
dead,  as  follows,  to  wit : — 

Honor  Gibbons  sworn — Is  mother  to  the  deceased  Pat  Gibbons ; says,  that  about  three 
-eeks  ago  she  applied  to  get  on  the  relief  list  herself  and  her  son  and  daughter ; was  put  on 
the  list,  and  got  meal  three  times ; and  says  that  the  relief  was  kept  from  her  again  until  she 
would  throw  down  her  house;  and  that  part  of  ihe  house  her  daughter  threw  down  before, 
and  ou  yesterday,  the  24th,  threw  down  the  remainder;  says  it  was  Mr.  Whitten  got  her  oft1 
& 6 v ^S.t’  ahbough  she  gave  the  possession  of  her  holding  to  him ; she  says  that  Mr. 
Arabin  was  in  the  village,  but  not  in  the  house;  but  now  says  that  Mr.  Arabia  was  not  at  all 
m the  village,  and  that  she  first  thought  it  was  Mr.  Whitten  we  asked  her  about,  and  that  her 
son  was  two  day's  fasting  before  he  was  brought  to  the  fever  shed,  on  the  23rd  day  of  February, 
and  died  on  the  same  day ; says  he  was  not  complaining  of  illness,  but  what  was  caused  from 
hunger ; and  says  she  has  not  a morsel  to  eat  at  present. 

her 

Honor  x Gibbons. 

mark. 


Pat  Gibbons  sworn — Lives  at  Drumcoggy ; says  the  deceased  lived  at  the  door  with  him, 
and  according  to  the  best  of  his  judgmeut  he  died  of  hunger ; he  thinks  if  he  got  the  meal  the 
last  time,  he  might  live  longer ; about  a fortnight  ago  her  daughter  threw  down  part  of  the 
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Pat  Shaughnessy  sworn — Lives  at  Drumcoggv,  and  corroborates  the  evidence  of  the  last 
witness,  Pat  Gibbons  ; says  he  did  not  see  the  relieving  officer  at  all  in  the  village. 

Pat  x Shaughnessy. 

mark. 

Stephen  Dermody  sworn — Is  an  overseer ; says  that  the  deceased  and  his  mother  applied  to 
Mr.  Arabin,  the  relieving  officer,  to  get  relief,  and  he  put  her  and  her  son  and  daughter  on  the 
list,  and  they  got  relief.  Mr.  Whitten  told  Mr.  Arabin  to  put  them  off  the  list,  or  he  would 
report  him,  they  holding  land;  and  said  that  he  would  do  the  same  with  any  other  of  Sir 
Robert  Lynch  Blosse’s  tenants  who  would  not  give  up  their  land;  says  the  relieving  officer 
and  himself  went  through  the  village  of  Drumeoggy  on  Wednesday,  the  23rd  instant,  and  Mr. 
Whitten  with  them,  and  that  Mr.  Arabin  was  riding,  but  that  he  was  not  in  that  part  called 
Tavanagh  on  that  day,  and  that  Mr.  Arabin  was  not  in  the  house  of  Honor  Gibbons,  as  she 
was  put  on  the  list,  nor  did  he  go  there  on  the  next  day  ; cannot  say  how  many  houses  Mr. 
Arabin  visited. 

Stephen  Dermody. 

I have  examined  the  body,  Patrick  Gibbons,  of  Drumcoggv,  and  cannot  state  the  cause  of 
his  death. 

February  25,  1848.  G.  J.  Lynch,  M.D. 

(A  Copy.) — W.  Ruttledge. 


house,  and  threw  down  the  remainder  of  it  on  the  day  before  yesterday,  and  says  that  he  did 
not  see  Mr.  Arabin,  the  relieving  officer,  at  all  at  the  village. 

lits 

Pat  x Gibbons. 


Mr.  Arabin  to  Dr.  Dempster  : — February  25,  1848. 

I RETURNED  yesterday  from  my  expedition  to  the  parish  of  Shruil,  I had  20  cavalry, 
20  infantry,  and  20  of  the  police.  On  Monday  the  collector  drove  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Kilmaine,  the  first  place  visited  was  the  residence  of  Thomas  Fair,  Esq.,  of  Fortville,  a rich 
landholder,  who  paid  in  the  course  of  the  day.  The  party  then  proceeded  to  Coolisduff,  where 
a strong  disposition  to  resistance  became  apparent ; a number  of  persons  got  together  on  a hill, 
and  ventured  to  attempt  a rescue  from  the  drivers,  some  distance  in  the  fields;  this  however 
was  quickly  repulsed,  and  did  not  occur  again.  1 have  been  occupied  three  days  at  this  duty, 
taking  up  my  quarters  at  Shruil,  from  which  place  we  took  our  departure  every  morning,  and 
marching  a distance  of  not  less  than  20  miles. 

The  result  of  this  drive  has  been  very  satisfactory.  Numerous  seizures  were  made,  but  the 
parties  mostly  redeemed  their  cattle  at  the  moment ; a good  many  however  were  driven  to  the 
pounds,  but  the  parties  came  in  the  next  morning  and  released  them  ; many  parties  also  came 
in  and  paid  voluntarily.  The  collector  is  in  hopes  of  receiving  a good  deal  of  the  rates  without 
the  application  of  force. 

I could  not  finish  this  division  this  time,  being  called  on  to  go  with  Mr.  Walsh  to  Cono-  next 
Friday  (to-morrow)  ; and  I am  also  called  on  by  all  the  collectors,  with  whom  I am  endeavour- 
ing to  make  the  most  satisfactory  arrangements. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  29,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  are  glad  to  perceive  that  the  collection  of  poor- 
rates  in  the  Union  during  the  past  week,  is  not  quite  so  unsatisfactory  as  it  has 
been  heretofore.  The  Commissioners  are  awaiting  the  receipt  of  the  infor- 
mation requested  in  their  letter  of  the  19th  instant  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  on 
the  subject  of  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  this  Union ; and  they  are  desirous 
that  a strict  scrutiny  of  the  lists  of  defaulters  in  the  Union  should  be  made 
by  the  Vice-Guardians,  with  a view  to  their  being  the  better  enabled  to  direct 
and  to  stimulate  the  collectors  to  a prompt  and  energetic  discharge  of  their 
duties,  regarding  only  the  ability  of  parties  to  pay  their  rates,  and  the 
necessity  of  providing  funds  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  destitute  poor  of  the 
Union. 

The  Commissioners  take  this  opportunity  of  adverting  to  the  fact,  that  in 
another  Union,  in  which  the  population,  area,  and  valuation,  are  not  very 
dissimilar  to  the  population,  area,  and  valuation  of  the  Ballinrobe  Union, 
a sum  of  10,258/.  was  collected  in  seven  weeks;  and  a new  rate  is  in  progress 
of  being  made  and  collected.  In  the  Ballinrobe  Union,  of  a rate  of  14,126/. 
made  on  the  15th  October  last,  10,351/.  remained  uncollected  on  the  10th 
instant. 

The  Commissioners  regret  the  delay  which  occurred  in  the  distribution  of 
rations  to  which  you  refer.  They  have  applied  for  an  advance  of  700/.  in 
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money  for  this  week’s  supplies,  as  recommended  in  a report  which  they  have 
received  from  Mr.  Bourke ; and  a copy  of  a report  which  Mr.  Bourke  has 
made  on  the  subject  of  the  temporary  fever  hospital  of  the  Union,  has  been 
forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Health. 

As  regards  the  case  of  a poor  man  named  Gibbons,  to  which  you  refer, 
I am  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  Commissioners’  circular  letter  of  the  15th 
instant,  regarding  the  operation  of  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Extension  Act,  and  also  to  the  terms  of  that  section  as  to  the  affording  relief 
in  cases  where  the  applicant  is  in  occupation  of  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre 
of  land. 

The  Commissioners  approve  the  appointment  of  a superintendent  of  the 
overseers  of  labour  in  the  Union. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  26,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  in  reply  to  your 
letter  of  yesterday,  that  every  exertion  is  being  made  for  the  collection  of  the 
rates  in  this  Union. 

The  resident  magistrate,  Mr.  Arabin,  with  a strong  force  of  military  and 
police,  was  out  on  the  21st,  22nd,  and  23rd  instant,  in  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Kilmain  and  Shruil,  protecting  the  collector  and  his  assistants,  the  result  was  a 
lodgment  of  37 51.  14a-.  4 d.  with  the  treasurer. 

That  Mr.  Arabin  is  at  present  in  the  electoral  division  of  Cong,  protecting 
Mr.  Walsh  with  a like  force ; and  he  has  made  an  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Brannick  to  attend  him  in  Claremorris  and  Ballindine  electoral  divisions  on 
Tuesday,  the  29th  instant. 

1 hese  proceedings  will  show  the  Commissioners  that  no  steps  are  omitted  to 
be  taken  to  endeavour  to  get  in  the  rates. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  28,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  trust  that  the  demonstrations 
which  have  been  made  in  the  Union  will  enable  the  collectors  to  obtain  pay- 
ment of  the  rates  in  future  without  extraneous  assistance  such  as  that  to  which 
you  refer. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  26,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  state  for  your  information,  that  the  collectors 
are  now  more  actively  engaged  in  enforcing  payment  of  the  rates,  and  have 
lodged  during  the  last  week  686/.  10s.  3d. ; and  we  have  also  received  from 
Dr.  Dempster,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  700/.,  granted  in  aid  of  desti- 
tution by  the  British  Association,  We  have  paid  on  the  out-door  relief 
account  822/  135.  7 d. ; we  have  also  paid  on  account  of  the  old  debts  under  10.'. 
and  on  the  remainder  at  50  per  cent.  377/.  15a1.  8c?.,  for  the  current  expenses, 
166/.  10s.  9c?.,  and  for  the  audit  account,  20/  10s. 

The  gross  numbers  returned  by  the  relieving  officers  to  receive  out-door 
relief  for  the  ensuing  week  amount  to  28,303,  and  the  quantity  of  Indian  meal 
required  for  their  supply  is  about  74  tons,  which  being  now  sold  by  the  Com- 
missariat officer  at  81.  15s.  per  ton,  700/.  will  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  expense. 
It  is  impossible  to  make  the  returns  classified  under  the  different  heads  as  you 
require,  most  of  the  relieving  officers  not  having  yet  made  up  their  weekly 
relief  lists,  for  which  neglect  of  duty  we  have  ordered  by  minute  that  they 
shall  be  summoned  before  the  magistrates  at  petty  sessions.  We  think  it  right 
to  state  that  although  we  have  had  the  selection  of  those  officers  from  amongst 
the  best  of  the  class  of  men  in  this  country  who  would  accept  of  such  ap- 
pointments, and  notwithstanding  that  we  consider  them  trustworthy,  yet  we 
fear  from  the  want  of  business  habits  of  the  greater  number,  they  will  never  be 
able  to  keep  their  books  in  the  prescribed  forms,  and  that  if  better  and  more 
intelligent  officers  cannot  be  had,  very  great  confusion  and  dissatisfaction  must 
be  tlie  consequence. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  chairman  here  on  Tuesday  last,  he  was  officially  in- 
formed that  collector  Fair’s  deputy  was  out  of  the  southern  district,  where  he 
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Ballinrobe  Union,  had  gone  on  Monday  morning  under  protection  of  the  resident  magistrate, 
attended  by  police  and  military ; and  on  his  return  on  Thursday  evening  we 
were  happy  to  learn  that  he  had  been  very  successful,  having  collected  about 
400/.,  besides  carrying  away  a good  many  cattle.  Collector  Walsh,  similarly 
attended,  has  gone  out  this  day,  and  we  hope  will  meet  with  equal  success. 
Collector  Branniclc  only  waits  to  have'  the  same  protection,  the  first  day  the 
magistrate  can  attend  him,  to  enforce  the  rates  in  his  district,  and  Tuesday  next 
has  been  fixed  on. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  29,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the  Count 
de  Strzelecki  for  a further  advance  of  700 l.  to  assist  you  in  providing  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  are  still  anxious  that 
your  energies  should  be  steadily  and  perseveringly  directed  to  compelling  pay- 
ment of  the  poor  rates. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  having  an  estimate  laid  before  them  of 
the  amount  expended  weekly  for  the  out-relief  of  able-bodied  men  in  the 
Union. 

In  reference  to  the  relieving  officers,  the  Commissioners  cannot  but  think, 
that  il  the  relieving  officers  have  ordinary  intelligence  they  will  be  able  to  keep 
their  books  correctly,  provided  that  pains  are  taken  to  instruct  them  on  this 
head  in  the  first  instance. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  4,  1848. 


Mr.  Hi- 


Kilmolara 
Cow-  . . 


Mi 

Brdliiii 


Total  . . 


I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
I visited  the  electoral  divisions  of  Holly  mount,  Kilmain,  and  Shruil,  in  the  early 
part  of  this  week ; saw  the  relieving  officers  and  the  sever,- il  overseers  on  the 
roans  with  the  gangs  on  the  lines  breaking  stones.  From  the  inquiry  that  was 
made  of  me,  by  one  of  the  overseers,  I think  there  is  an  indication  of  the  men  soon 
returning  to  field  labour.  Whether  if  those  employed  in  breaking  stones  had  their 
tasks  completed  early  in  the  day  they  might  be  allowed  to  absent  themselves  for 
the  remainder,  or  if  they  broke  the  complement  required  in  two  days  they  would 
be  allowed  to  seek  for  employment  for  the  other  four?  I directed  the  overseer 
to  report  to  the  relieving  officer  such  men  as  left  their  work,  whether  they  had 
completed  their  task  or  not,  so  that  by  thoroughly  investigating  into  their  respective 
cases  their  out-door  relief  could  be  suspended  and  reduce  expenditure. 

I visited  the  several  schools  in  these  districts.  Since  the  issue  of  the  rye-bread 
ndion  they  are  greatly  increased  in  every  direction.  I have  directed  the  relieving 
officers  to  inspect  the  lists  of  the  schools  and  report  the  names  of  childreh 
appearing  also  on  the  relief  lists  with  their  parents,  so  that  they  may  not  receive 
double  rations.  1 1 


I likewise  visited  the  division  of  Robeen  for  similar  purposes,  and  I observed 
n greater  amount  of  field  labour  going  on  than  in  any  other  district.  The  Earl 
lauds* CaD  K S1V11IS;  a VaSt  <,eal  °f  emPlo>’me,lt  in  draining  and  improving  waste 

ini  , ,,  „.LreJ’ret.  amount  of  rate  lodged  this  week  is  very  small,  being  only 

i ” ’ collectors  ^ ****  ^ nla^Sm-,’  aad  ^ £re!lt  apparent  activity  appears  fn  the 


I doubt  much  tile  compatibility  of  the  same  person  being  employed  in  the 
double  capacity  of  county  cess  collector  and  poors’-rate  collector.  The  reason 
assigned  to  me  for  the  smallness  of  rates  this  week  is,  that  they  were  obliqed  to 
have  the  cess  with  the  treasurer  of  tile  county  before  the  ensuing  assizes,  otherwise 
they  lose  their  poundage,  as  the  Grand  Jury  would  not  present  for  them  unless 
tiiey  paid  up  the  amount  of  the  warrants.  I observed  that  the  pound  here  was 
crowded  with  cattle  and  sheep,  and  on  inquiry,  found  they  had  been  distrained  for 
the  county  cess,  and  by  our  rate  collectors.  They,  however,  promise  after  the 
assizes  that  we  shall  have  a large  amount  of  rates. 

On  Thursday,  the  2nd  instant,  a hoy  was  reported  found  dead  on  the  Roundfort 
road  near  the  town  of  Ballinrobe.  I visited  the  place  and  investigated  the  case. 
He  died  irom  exposure  to  the  severe  weather  and  from  want  of  clothing.  He 
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appeared  to  have  laboured  under  chronic  disease  for  some  time.  I annex  a com- 
of  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  with  the  medical  officer’s  report.  He  was  a stranger 
ana  had  not  applied  to  any  relieving  officer. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  out-door  relief  is  not  abated  this  week,  and  it  will 
require  as  much  meal  for  rations  as  the  preceding.  From  the  state  of  the  Union 
iunris  the  Vice-Guardians  will  require  further  aid. 

The  expenditure  this  week  is  as  follows : — 


Paid  current  expenses 
Paid  of  old  debts  . 

Paid  out-door 

Paid  Ballinrobe  fever  hospital 


£.  s.  d. 
42  3 10 
145  12  9 
739  18  1 
50  0 0 


Ballinrobe  Union. 


which  has  exhausted  the  funds. 

I was  anxious,  with  the  Vice-Guardians,  to  get  a number  of  the  inmates  out  of 
the  workhouse  so  as  to  make  room  for  a succession  of  those  now  claiming  out-door 
relief.  However,  such  as  were  selected  and  were  willing  to  leave  the  establish- 
ment we  found  it  impossible  to  discharge  for  want  of  clothing.  Such  coverings 
they  had  possessed  on  admission  had  been  burned  by  order  of  the  medical  officer, 
at  the  time  the  house  was  overrun  with  fever,  and  we  had  no  funds  to  purchase 
any  clothing  for  them  and  their  children.  We  could  not  possibly  let  them  go 
out  with  the  Union  clothing,  as  that  would,  no  doubt,  lead  to  vast  fraud  and 
peculation. 

I agreed  with  the  Vice-Guardians  to  postpone  for  a short  time  the  appointment 
of  a head  overseer,  as  perhaps  a more  advantageous  arrangement  for  the  Union 
may  be  effected. 

Enclosure  referred  to. 


Verdict. 


John  Regan  came  by  his  death  in  consequence  of  having  had  a bowel  complaint,  not 
having  sufficient  covering,  and  being  exposed  to  cold  and  inclemency  of  the  weather,  on  the 
evening  of  Thursday,  the  2nd  day  of  March,  1848. 

^st'ngs  Tvviss,  M.D.^  sworn,  deposeth, — That  having  made  a post  mortem  examination 
on  the  body  of  John  Regan,  on  the  lands  of  Curnaroya,  I am  of  opinion  that  he  came  by  his 
death  in  consequence  of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  acting  on  an  impaired  constitution, 
having  found  the  intestines  evidently  showing  signs  of  disease. 


(Copy.) 

Received  from  the  coroner,  2nd  March,  1848. 


Hastings  Twiss,  M.D. 
J.  D. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  10,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  a communication  having  been  made  to  the  agent  of  the 
British  Association  with  a view  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  supply  of 
clothing  at  his  disposal  which  could  be  appropriated  for  the  Ballinrobe  Union,  the 
Commissioners  have  to-day  received  a reply,  stating  that  the  clothing  which  was 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Association  lias  been  already  distributed. 

The  Vice-Guardians  must,  therefore,  make  the  best  arrangements  which  the 
circumstances  of  the  Union  admit  of  for  the  discharge  of  some  of  the  present 
workhouse  inmates,  to  enable  them  to  offer  relief  in  the  workhouse  to  persons 
now  receiving  out-door  relief. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  your  next  report  will  be  more  satisfactory  as 
regards  the  collection  of  the  poor-rate  in  the  Union.  I am  at  the  same  time  to 
observe,  the  collection  of  county  cess  and  poor-rate  by  the  same  collector  are  pre- 
sumed to  proceed  simultaneously,  and  should  not,  therefore,  prevent  the  payment 
of  poor-rate  to  the  Union  treasurer. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  4,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  rate  collectors  of  this  Union 
have  lodged  to  our  credit  during  the  past  week  but  245/.  4s.  10t?.,  although  from 
their  increased  activity,  and  the  demonstrations  made  with  the  civil  and  military 
powers,  we  had  been  led  to  expect  a much  larger  amount  would  have  been 
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Ballinrobe  Union,  collected.  The  simultaneous  collection  of  the  county  cess  by  the  same  parties,  we 
feel  satisfied  has  been  the  cause  of  the  smallness  of  the  amount  of  rate ; and  in  this 
opinion  we  are  strengthened  by  the  admission  of  one  of  the  collectors  ; this  cause, 
however,  will  soon  cease,  and  we  will  still  continue  to  urge  forward  the  collection 
by  every  means  in  our  power. 

Doctor  Dempster,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  has  handed  us  TOOL, 
c-ranted  by  the  British  Association  in  aid  of  destitution  in  this  Union.  We  have 
paid  on  account  of  out-door  relief  739/.  18s.  Id. ; in  part  discharge  of  old  debts 
145/.  12$.  9 d. ; for  the  current  expenses  42/.  3s.  1( )d.,  including  the  amount  due 
by  this  Union  to  the  Audit  Fund;  we  have  also  paid  50/.  to  the  Ballinrobe  fever 
hospital. 

The  total  numbers  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  are  25,466,  and  the  quantity  of 
Indian  meal  that  has  been  issued  for  one  week’s  consumption  is  75  tons  5 cwts. ; 
we  therefore  estimate  that  700/.  at  the  least  will  be  required  to  provide  for  the 
necessary  supply  for  the  ensuing  week. 

The  estimate  of  the  amount  expended  for  out- door  relief  called  for  in  your  letter, 
of  the  29th  February,  is  preparing  for  each  week  since  the  commencement, 
and  shall  be  forwarded  to  you  on  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board.  The  lists 
of  immediate  lessors  and  occupiers  rated  on  a valuation  of  10/.  and  above  are  also 
preparing  with  all  possible  expedition,  and  we  expect  to  be  enabled  to  forward 
them  at  the  same  time.  Lists  have  already  been  handed  to  the  solicitor  to  insti- 
tute proceedings  in  the  superior  Courts.  The  rate  collectors  also  state  that  several 
of  the  rate-payers  owing  large  amounts  of  poor-rate,  have  promised  to  pay  them  at 
the  assizes  to  be  held  at  Castlebar  on  the  10th  instant. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  7,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the 
British  Association  for  a further  advance  of  200/.  to  assist  you  in  providing  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union  in  the  ensuing  week,  in  addi- 
tion to  a sum  of  500/.  already  applied  for. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  10,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  the  returns  of  the  persons  who 
have  not  paid  their  poor-rates  in  12  of  the  electoral  divisions  of  this  Union  ; those 
for  the  divisions  of  Ross  and  Ballagliholla  have  not  yet  been  made  out.  The  rate 
collector,  Mr.  Higgins,  although  written  to  requiring  him  to  attend  without  delay, 
and  explaining-  to  him  the  urgency  of  the  case,  not  having  paid  any  attention  to 
the  directions  he  received.  Mr.  Donaghoe,  deputy  collector  to  Mr:  Thomas  Fair, 
sent  in  his  lists,  but  did  not  since  attend  to  fill  up  the  column  for  observations. 
With  the  exception  of  Mr.  Brannick,  the  lists  are  all  without  the  observations  you 
require ; notwithstanding  that  the  collectors,  both  verbally  and  by  letter,  were 
informed  of  the  necessity  of  their  doing  so,  and  even  the  paragraph  in  your  letter 
requiring  those  returns  was  read  to  them. 

All  the  rate  collectors,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Brannick,  are  also  county 
cess  collectors,  and  we  have  found  it  quite  impossible  to  get  the  lists  perfected  by 
them,  in  consequence  of  their  having  been  engaged  in  collecting  that  tax  for  some 
time  past,  and  being  now  attending  the  grand  jury  assembled  for  fiscal  business  at 
Castlebar.  We,  therefore,  have  thought  it  best  to  send  you  the  lists  as  they  are, 
till  such  time  as  we  can  have  others  made  out  with  the  observations  of  the  collec- 
tors  in  each  case ; and  we  respectfully  suggest  that  you  should  return  us  those 
lists  that  we  may  have  the  observations  of  the  collectors  inserted ; at  the  same  time 
we  beg  to  state  that  accurate  copies  have  been  made,  which  we  retain. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  16,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  the  lists  received  with 
your  report  of  the  10th  instant, — containing  the  names  of  rate-payers  of  Ballinrobe 
Union  who  have  not  yet  paid  the  sums  charged  against  them  as  immediate  lessors 
or  as  occupiers. 

The  Commissioners,  although  aware  of  the  large  amount  of  rates  uncollected. 
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were  not  prepared  for  the  state  of  facts  presented  by  these  lists,  which  they  cannot 
regard  without  disappointment,  as  indicating  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  collectors, 
that  should  not  have  been  permitted,  more  especially  in  the  mouths  most  favour- 
able for  the  collection  of  rates  in  that  Union. 

It  appears  that  in  10  electoral  divisions,  for  which  Mr.  Fair  and  Mr.  Walsh  are 
collectors, — the  amount  due  by  immediate  lessors,  and  occupiers  of  holdings  valued 
at  10/.  or  upwards,  is  3564/.,— and  that  in  two  divisions  for  which  Mr.  Bran  nick 
is  collector,  the  same  classes  of  rate-payers  owe  1246/.  These  amounts  exceed 
one-half  of  the  total  uncollected. 

The  sums  due  by  immediate  lessors,  are  separately  denoted  in  only  nine  of  the 
twelve  divisions  referred  to.  In  seven  of  these,  Messrs.  Fair  and  Walsh  have  left 
clue  by  IS  immediate  lessors  named,  817/.,  and  Mr.  Brunnick  returns  30  as  owing 
491/.  It  is,  however,  to  be  observed  in  extenuation,  that  in  such  cases  the  collec- 
tors could  only  act  as  directed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  where  proceedings  to 
enforce  payment  were  necessary. 

In  the  case  of  occupiers  this  extenuation  does  not  apply ; and  it  appears  that 
Messrs.  Fair  and  Walsh  have  allowed  1736/.  to  remain  due  by  359  occupiers  of 
holdings  valued  at  10/.  or  upwards,  who  owe  an  average  amount  of  nearly  51.,  and 
whose  holdings  average  in  annual  value  about  33/. ; — while  Mr.  Brannick  has  left 
755/.  uncollected  from  177  occupiers  of  the  same  class. 

The  Commissioners  will  not  detain  you  by  any  further  analysis  of  the  arrears. 
Enough  is  given  to  show  the  necessity  for  the  most  prompt  and  energetic  mea- 
sures to  secure  payment  of  the  rates  outstanding;  and  the  Commissioners  rely  on 
jour  taking  proper  steps  for  keeping  the  collectors  to  the  performance  of  then- 
duty. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  1 1,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
having  accidently  heard  on  Sunday  last,  the  5th  instant,  that  Mr.  Sheridan,  the 
County  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures,  had  seized  the  scales  and  weights 
used  by  the  relieving  officer  at  Kilmain  the  day  before,  I proceeded  to  that  place, 
and  found  the  relieving  officer  busy  distributing  tlie  meal  to  the  destitute  persons 
ol  that  electoral  division,  and  that  the  scales  and  weights  then  in  use  were  accu- 
rate, but  that  those  previously  used  by  him  had  beeu  placed  in  custody  of  the 
police,  as  being  irregular,  aiid  that  Mr.  Fanaglier  will  be  summoned  before  the 
magistrates  at  next  petty  sessions  at  Kilmain,  to  answer  the  complaint  of  the 
Inspector.  The  scale  in  which  the  weights  were  put  was  lighter  than  the  tin  one 
in  which  the  meal  was  weighed ; but  the  relieving  officer  stated  he  always  balanced 
the  scales  by  putting  a stone  in  the  scale  that  was  lighter  than  the  other.  Under 
the  circumstances  the  Vice-Guardians  and  I have  considered  it  right  to  appoint 
another  person  to  distribute  the  rations,  and  to  suspend  Mr.  Fanagher  till  the 
magistrates  decide  upon  the  case. 

I beg  to  state  that,  on  Monday,  the  6th  instant,  I visited  the  electoral  divisions 
of  Kilmolara,  Cong,  and  Ross.  I inspected  the  workmen  on  the  several  lines  of 
road,  and  met  the  overseers;  all  appeared  attentive  and  busy.  I also  saw  the 
relieving  officers  distributing  the  meal.  1 likewise  visited  the  schools  in  these 
localities,  and  then  proceeded  to  Maam.  Next  day  I went  to  the  extreme  end  of 
this  Union,  to  the  Killeries,  inspecting  the  schools,  and  in  many  cases  visiting  poor 
people  in  their  cabins  reported  ill  of  fever,  for  whom  I prescribed,  and  left  with  the 
clergyman,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robinson,  some  medical  comforts,  as  entrusted  to  me  by 
Count  Strzelecki. 

I made  the  following  arrangements  as  to  the  distribution  of  out-door  relief  in 
these  distant  parts,  which  will  add  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  poor  people,  who 
heretofore  had  to  come  from  the  Killeries,  and  the  adjacent  townlands,  toOlonbur, 
a distance  of  IS  Irish  miles,  and  of  course  to  return  the  same  to  their  respective 
homes. 

The  relieving  officer  of  Ross  electoral  divisionjwill  attend  at  “ The  Griggins,” 
about  four  and  a half  miles  from  1/eenane,  on  one  day  weekly,  at  the  bouse  of  a 
respectable  farmer  named  Dally,  who  kindly  consented  to  give  the  use  of  his  barn 
for  the  distribution  of  the  meal ; by  which,  at  the  very  least  computation,  two- 
thirds  of  their  journey  for  the  future  will  be  saved  to  them. 

I also  arranged  that  the  relieving  officer  of  tlie  Cong  division  should  attend  at 
Curnamona  Bridge  one  day  in  the  week,  for  tlie  accommodation  of  the  poor 
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creatures  who  otherwise  had  to  go  to  Cong  to  the  depot  there  for  their  rations,  in 
some  instances  upwards  of  12  miles.  This  will  save  them  also  better  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  distance  they  previously  had  to  march. 

The  relieving  officer  for  Ballaghholla  is  also  for  that  division  to  attend  one  day 
at  Churchfield,  which  will  be  a very  great  advantage  to  the  people  of  that  electoral 
division,  who  had  to  come  to  Clonbur  for  their  meal,  a long  way ; and  if  the 
weather  was  stormy,  they  must  come  round  the  lake,  Lough  Mask,  which  is 
upwards  of  30  miles.  I took  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robinson,  the  Catholic  curate  of 
Joyce’s  country,  along  with  me,  to  whom,  as  well  as  to  the  people,  these  arrange- 
ments have  given  great  satisfaction. 

I handed  to  the  Vice-Guardians  two  orders  for  provisions  sent  in  aid  from  the 
British  Relief  Association  for  the  destitute  of  this  Union — amount  700/.,  as  per 
margin. 

As  per  sanction  of  the  Commissioners,  the  Vice-Guardians  have  appointed  two 
head  overseers  to  inspect  and  report  on  the  duties  performed  by  the  other  over- 
seers, to  measure  the  work  performed  by  the  men  breaking  stones  on  the  lines  of 
road  in  the  electoral  divisions.  The  Union  was  divided  into  two  districts — No.  1 
comprising  electoral  divisions  of  Hollymount,  Kilmain,  Robeen,  Burriscarra,  Mayo, 
Claremorris,  and  Ballindine — Mr.  Wayland;  No.  2,  Ballinrobe,  Cong,  Shruil, 
Kilmolara,  Partry,  Ross,  and  Ballaghholla — Mr.  O’Rourke ; at  salaries  of  thirty 
shillings  per  week  each.  They  will  be  constantly  on  the  road,  and  are  to  devote 
their  entire  time  to  these  duties. 

I regret  to  state  that  only  Mr.  Brannick,  the  rate-collector,  lodged  any  monies 
this  week  to  the  credit  of  the  Union — 80/.  4s.  6d.  The  other  collectors  have  pro- 
mised redoubled  exertions  after  the  assizes  of  Castlebar. 

I beg  to  forward  a copy  of  an  inquest  held  at  Kilmain  on  a strolling  mendicant, 
sent  to  me  by  the  coroner. 

Referring  to  the  rescinding  of  the  certificates  for  the  fever  hospitals  at  the  Neal 
and  Churchfield,  shall  I call  upon  the  Committee  of  the  former  to  hand  over  the 
bedding,  &c.,  so  that  they  may  be  made  available  for  the  Clonbur  hospital,  which 
establishment  requires  such  articles,  and  save  the  purchase  under  their  estimate,  as 
passed  by  the  Finance  Committee. 

I have  the  honour  likewise  to  state  that  it  will  require  about  80  tons  of  meal 
to  supply  the  wants  of  the  destitute  of  this  Union  for  the  week  ensuing  ; and  as 
the  funds  in  the  treasurer’s  bands  are  almost  exhausted,  I trust  for  a further  sum 
in  aid. 


Enclosure. 


William  Roberts,  sworn  and  examined,  saith,  that  on  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  6th  inst., 
the  deceased,  Michael  Conry,  came  to  the  house  he  resides  in,  and  asked  him  for  some  relief- 
deponent  gave  him  some  bread— that  the  said  Michael  Conry  then  went  down  the  road  a few 
perches ; that  about,  two  or  three  hours  after,  when  deponent  went  out,  he  found  deceased 
lying  dead  on  the  side  of  the  road. 

William  Roberts. 

Patrick  Ready,  sworn,  saith,  that  on  or  about  ten  o’clock,  p.m.,  on  the  evening  of  Sunday 
the  5th  inst.,  he  found  the  deceased  lying  in  some  straw  in  his  garden  ; and  on  the  following 
morning  he  also  found  him  there ; that  he  then  brought  him  into  his  house,  and  crave  him 
something  to  eat;  that  he,  the  deceased,  then  went  down  the  road;  and  in  about  five  or  six 
hours  after  he  saw  him  dead  on  the  road  side. 

his 

Patrick  x Keady, 

Bridget  Moran,  sworn,  saith,  that  she  is  mother  to  the  deceased ; saith,  that  on  Saturday 
the  26th  of  February  last,  he  got  half  a stone  of  meal  from  the  relieving  officer  at  Hollymount 
but  got  none  since.  Deceased  was  not  in  the  habit  of  stopping  with  her,  but  going  about  as  a 
mendicant.  ° 6 

her 

Bridget  x Moran. 

Henry  Gardiner,  Doctor  of  Medicine,  sworn,  saith,  he  examined  the  body  of  Michael  Conry, 
and  is  ot  opinion  that  he  died  of  starvation;  he  is  strengthened  in  this  opinion,  having  seen  him 
a few  hours  before  his  death. 

Henry  Gardiner,  M.D. 

Verdict. 

That  the  deceased  Michael  Conry  came  by  his  death  from  starvation,  on  Monday,  the  6th 
instant.  J 

James  Shaughnessy,  Foreman. 
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The  above  is  a copy  of  the  verdict  and  depositions  of  an  inquest  held  on  the  body  oi  the 
deceased  Michael  Corny. 


March  7,  1848. 


YV.  Rutledge,  Coroner. 


Received  March  9, 

J.  D. 


Bai'iinrobe  Union 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  14,  184S. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  Count 
De  Strzelecki  for  a further  advance  of  7001.  to  assist  the  Vice-Guardians  in  pro- 
viding for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 


Further  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  Dr.  Dempster: — 

March  16,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  report  of  the  1 lt’u  inst. 

They  approve  of  the  suspension  of  Mr.  Fanagher,  relieving  officer,  until  the 
charge  of  his  having  used  unbalanced  scales  shall  be  disposed  of  by  the  magis- 
trates. 

The  Commissioners  have  observed  with  surprise  that  hitherto  some  of  the 
paupers  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the  Union,  obtained  their  rations  at  a station 
18  miles  from  their  homes,  that  others  have  had  to  attend  at  a station  12  miles  from 
their  abodes,  while  those  in  BallaghholJa  division  have  had  in  stormy  weather, 
when  they  could  not  cross  Lough  Mask,  to  walk  30  miles  to  the  relief  station. 

There  appears  to  be  no  reason  why  the  additional  stations  now  formed  should 
not  have  been  established  when  the  out-door  relief  commenced  ; and  the  Commis- 
sioners must  regard  with  deep  regret  the  hardship  which  the  really  destitute  poor 
have  suffered  in  having  to  travel  so  far  for  their  food. 

The  necessary  application  will  be  made  for  the  further  aid  equired  from  the 
British  Association,  in  addition  to  the  provisions  of  the  value  of  700/.,  the  orders 
for  which  you  have  now  acknowledged ; but  the  Commissioners  observe  that 
although  80  tons  of  meal  are  required  for  the  ensuing  week,  only  one  collector 
lodged  money  in  the  past  week,  amounting  to  80/.  4s.  6d.,  notwithstanding  the 
very  large  amount  of  rate  due  by  immediate  lessors,  and  the  occupiers  of  the  prin- 
cipal holdings  in  the  Union,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Vice-Guardians  is 
specially  directed  by  a letter  of  this  date. 

The  Commissioners  request  from  you  further  information  respecting  Michael 
Conry,  who  in  the  report  of  the  Coroner’s  inquest,  which  you  have  transmitted,  is 
declared  to  have  died  of  starvation.  You  will  have  the  goodness  to  ascertain 
whether  after  the  26th  of  February,  on  which  day  7 lbs.  of  meal  were  issued  to 
him,  he  applied  for  relief  to  the  relieving  officer  of  his  district,  or  at  the  work- 
house  ; as  supposing  the  issue  on  the  26th  to  have  been  for  a week,  he  might  be 
expected  to  have  applied  again  on  the  following  Saturday,  the  4th  instant,  being 
two  days  before  his  death. 

In  reference  to  your  inquiry  as  to  Neal  and  Churchfield  temporary  hospitals, 
the  Commissioners  desire  to  observe  that  the  Board  of  Health  in  rescinding  the 
certificates  on  which  the  orders  to  establish  these  hospitals  were  issued,  adopted 
this  course  with  a view  of  enabling  the  Vice-Guardians  to  make  the  arrange- 
ments which  they  had  proposed,  and  which  therefore  should  now  be  carried  into 
effect. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — Mai'ch  13,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  2nd  March  inst.,  as  to  the  continuance 
of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor  persons  in  Unions  in  Ireland,  I have  the 
honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  from  the  existing 
state  of  this  Union  I do  not  consider  it  would  be  prudent  to  stop  the  issue  of  food 
on  the  18th  instant.  From  personal  investigation  I have  come  to  the  above 
conclusion. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  15,  1848. 
The  Commissioners  will  not  suspend  the  Order. 
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The  CoMMissroNERs  to  Dr.  Dempster: — March  16,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy 
of  a communication  which  they  have  received  from  the  Under  Secretary’s 
Office,  relating  to  the  decease  of  a man  named  Michael  Conroy,  who  is  stated 
by  the  jury  on  the  inquest  held  on  his  body,  to  have  died  from  starvation ; and 
I am  to  request  that  you  will  make  such  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  as  may 
enable  you  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
especially  whether  the  deceased  made  application  for  relief  either  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians  of  the  Ballinrobe  Union,  to  the  workhouse  master,  or  to  any  of  the 
relieving  officers. 

Enclosure. 

Ballinrobe,  March  7,  1848. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  the  body  of  Michael  Conroy  who  died  on  the  6th  inst. 

Copy  of  Verdict. 

“ That  decease  came  by  his  death  from  starvation.” 

John  R.  Bindon,  Sub-Inspector. 

Inspector-  General, 

kc-  §'c-  §'c- 

Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  in  reply  '.-March  18,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  in  accordance  with  your  letter,  I proceeded  on  Monday  last  to  Borriscarra, 
to  the  Rev.  James  Browne,  P.P.,  to  inquire  as  to  the  deaths  reported  by  him 
to  have  occurred  from  starvation  in  his  parish,  and  found  that  none  of  those 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Browne’s  report  belonged  to  the  Union  of  Ballinrobe. 

I visited  the  electoral  divisions  of  Hollymount  and  Robeen,  and  attended  the 
distribution  of  the  meal  to  the  poor  of  these  localities,  and  found  everything 
correct  and  satisfactory.  I went  to  Kilmain  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  the 
coroner,  to  obtain  copies  of  inquests  held  by  him  on  two  persons  found  dead  in 
the  electoral  division  of  Partry.  One  was  a woman,  a strolling  beggar  from  Cas- 
tlebar, verdict  “ starvation which  was  not  according  to  evidence.  The  medical 
officer  deposed,  from  finding  food  in  the  stomach  and  bowels,  on  autopsy,  that 
she  died  from  the  “ visitation  of  God.”  The  other  case,  in  the  same  locality, 
a man,  likewise  a mendicant  from  Westport,  verdict,  “ died  from  dropsy  and 
exposure  to  the  weather.” 

I attended  the  distribution  of  the  meal  at  the  relieving  officer’s  store  in 
Ballinrobe,  and  found  all  correct,  and  although  numerous  complaints  against 
that  officer,  which  on  investigation  I found  to  be  frivolous  and  vexatious  ° it  is 
almost  impossible  to  please  all  parties. 

1 beg  to  forward  the  required  information  regarding  the  case  of  Michael 
Conroy,  reported  as  “ dead  from  starvation.”  He  was  a strolling  mendicant 
and  of  uncertain  residence,  although  belonging  to  the  parish  of  HollymouDt. 

I regret  to  report  that  I see  no  preparations  for  spring  work  going  forward 
in  this  Union,  the  lands  all  lying  waste  and  uncultivated ; this  is  especially 
applicable  to  the  small  holdings. 

The  number  returned  for  out-door  relief  for  the  ensuing  week,  is  29,82fi 
which  will  require  about  82  tons  of  meal.  The  issue  of  meal  from  the  store  this 
week  consists  entirely  of  rye  meal,  no  Indian  corn  meal  being  left,  the  demands 
from  Westport  and  Castlebar  Unions  having  exhausted  the  stock  in  hands. 

I handed  to  the  Vice- Guardians  an  order  for  700 worth  of  provision  sent  to 
me  by  Count  Strzelecki,  in  aid  of  the  destitute  poor  of  this  Union. 

None  of  the  rate-collectors  have  attended  this  week,  nor  has  any  money  been 
lodged  with  the  treasurer ; and  it  is  my  intention  to  summon  them  to  show 
cause  for  apparent  dereliction  of  duty.  These  officers  have  been  attending  at 
the  assizes  of  Castlebar.  ° 

We  are  enabled  to  discharge  104  persons  on  Friday  from  the  workhouse  on 
out-door  relief,  allowing  them  a small  sum  for  weekly  lodging  money,  amount, 
15s. ; many  of  them  got  the  dresses  made  up  in  the  house,  as  stated  in  mv 
letter  13th  instant,  and  we  expect  by  these  means  to  test  the  able-bodied 
by  offering  to  receive  them  into  the  workhouse. 

I beg  to  acknowledge  a copy  of  letter  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  shall  pay 
particular  attention  to  it;  as  also  to  that  to  myself,  with  the  returns  of  uncol- 
lected poor  rate. 
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Enclosure. 

Mr.  Looskan,  Relieving  Officer,  to  Dr.  Dempste r : — March  18,  1S4S. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  relative  to  the  death  of  Michael  Conroy,  who  it  is  reported 
by  the  verdict  of  a coroner’s  inquest,  died  of  starvation,  I beg  leave  to  state  that  some 
time  in  the  month  of  January  last  the  deceased  was  met  by  me  in  Ballinrobe,  begtffaor. 
Knowing  that  he  originally  belonged  to  the  Hollymount  electoral  division,  I asked  him  to 
return  home,  and  that  I would  get  him  relief.  That  on  the  12th  February  he  applied,  and 
on  the  17th  was  passed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  out-door  relief ; that  on  the  next  day  of 
distribution  he  received  his  week’s  rations;  that  in  consequence,  as  I believe,  of  his  beiti'a-  a 
strolling  beggar  through  the  country,  he  neglected  coming  to  me  for  relief  from  that  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  I also  beg  to  state  that  he  was  a man  of  very  bad  character,  liavino-  ]3een 
several  times  convicted  and  confined  for  larcenv. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  17,  184S. 

We  have  the  honour  to  state  that  the  rate  collectors  have  again  placed 
us  in  the  very  disagreeable  position  of  being  obliged  to  inform  you  that  they 
have  not  lodged  any  sum  on  account  of  their  collection,  since  our  last  report 
We.  constantly  urged  them  in  the  strongest  terms  to  a more  active  exertion ; 
but  for  some  time  past  they  appear  to  have  devoted  their  entire  attention  to 
the  collection  of  the  county  cess ; we  have  therefore  determined  to  bring  them 
before  the  Board  at  its  next  meeting  (by  summons  from  the  Temporary  Poor 
Law  Inspector),  to  account  for  their  neglect,  and  we  will  follow  up  our  inquiry 
by  taking  the  most  stringent  measures  in  our  power  to  compel  them  to  do  their 
duty. 

Doctor  Dempster  has  handed  us  an  order  for  7007  worth  of  provisions, 
granted  by  the  British  Association,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in 
this  Union,  and  we  have  issued  orders  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Commis- 
sariat depot  here,  for  80  tons,  12  cwt.,  2 qrs.  of  rye  meal,  and  2 tons  of  Indian 
meal,  costing  580/.  1*  9 d.,  leaving  129/.  18s.  3d.  worth  towards  the  next 
week’s  supply. 

We  have  placed  561  persons  on  the  out-door  relief  list  this  week  ; the  total 
now  being  *29,845;  hut,  as  many  will  be  struck  off  at  the  next  Board,  for 
refusing  or  neglecting  to  work  during  the  week,  we  do  not  anticipate  that  more 
than  600/.  will  be  required  for  the  ensuing  week,  in  addition  to  the  balance 
before  stated. 

W e have  discharged  104  persons  from  the  workhouse,  in  the  manner  men- 
tioned in  our  last  weekly  report ; and  we  have  determined  to  make  arrange- 
ments to  place  at  least  100  more  on  out-door  relief  next  Board-day,  that  we 
may  be  able  to  offer  the  workhouse  as  a test  in  all  cases  where  we  think  it 
desirable. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  20,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  await  your  further  report  with 
regard  to  the  collectors  of  poor-rate. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  circumstance,  that  the 
collectors  cannot  take  proceedings  to  compel  payment  of  the  rate  due  by 
immediate  lessors  without  your  specific  directions  in  each  case ; and  you  should 
closely  watch  the  proceedings  in  all  such  cases,  from  the  date  on  which  you 
direct  proceedings  to  be  taken.  That  date  should  be  immediately  after  the 
first  ineffectual  application  of  the  collector  for  the  rate.  In  attaching  blame, 
therefore,  to  the  collectors,  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  show  when  the  col- 
lectors made  application  in  each  case,  and  when  you  gave  directions  to  them 
to  take  proceedings.  Hitherto  the  collection  has  been  extremely  unsatisfactory 
in  the  Ballinrobe  as  well  as  the  Castlebar  and  Westport  Unions. 

The  Commissioners  will  apply  for  a further  advance  of  600/.,  to  enable  you 
to  afford  out-door  relief  in  the  Union.  They  desire  me  at  the  same  time  to 
inquire  whether  a daily  distribution  of  rations  takes  place  in  the  Union  in 
accordance  with  their  wishes,  as  an  expression  in  your  report  would  lead  to 
the  supposition  that  the  distribution  was  weekly,  and  not  daily. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  25,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I attended  at  Kilmain  petty  sessions  about  the  case  of  Mr.  Fanagher,  the 
relieving  officer,  who  is  accused  of  having  used  light  weights  and  a false  balance 


Ballinrobe  Union. 
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Ballinrobe  Union. 


Mr.  Walsh 
Ballinrobe 


lloboen  . 


Mr.  Fair 
(Per  Dono 
Hollymoont 


in  the  distribution  of  the  meal  to  the  poor  of  that  electoral  division ; only  one 
magistrate,  the  stipendiary,  being  present,  no  decision  was  had,  therefore  the 
suspension  of  the  relieving  officer  still  continues. 

The  amount  of  rates  collected  this  week  and  lodged  with  the  treasurer  was 
far  from  satisfactory  ; and  having  called  the  collectors  together,  I,  in  presence 
of  the  Vice-Guardians,  urged  the  necessity  of  their  using  more  exertion,  and  of 
taking  every  means  in  their  power  to  bring  in  the  money ; and  I think  from 
what  was  said  to  them  we  are  likely  soon  to  get  in  a large  amount. 

Total  lodged  246/.  9s.  Id.,  as  per  margin— all  of  which  has  been  expended 
by  the  Vice-Guardians. 

Having  received  from  Count  Strzelecki  an  order  for  600/.  worth  oi  pro- 
visions on  the  Commissariat  dep6t  here,  I handed  same  to  the  Vice-G  uardians. 

Mr.  O’Rourke,  the  Supervisor  of  Works,  having  struck  off  a number  of  men 
in  the  electoral  division  of  Partry,  for  not  working,  and  refusing  to  do  so,  he 
has  been  threatened  if  he  goes  again  to  that  locality ; and  one  man  named 
Derrig,  for  working,  having  been  beaten  by  others,  I sent  for  Derrig,  and 
brought  him  before  the  stipendiary  magistrate  to  lodge  informations  lor  the 
assault,  but  we  could  make  nothing  of  him,  and  were  obliged  to  dismiss  the  case. 

Mr.  Way  land  and  Mr.  O’Rourke  both  gave  very  satisfactory  reports  as  to 
the  inspection  of  their  divisions ; and  the  Vice-Guardians  with  myself  consider 
their  appointments  most  useful  to  the  Union. 

In  the  case  of  the  woman  Philbin,  of  Partry,  who  complained  of  the  relieving 
officer,  Mr.  Arabin,  for  making  use  of  language  of  a hasty  and  intemperate 
nature  to  her,  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners  that  officer 
was  severely  reprimanded  and  admonished  by  the  Vice-Guardians  and  by  me, 
in  presence  of  all  the  other  relieving  officers. 

From  complaints  made  against  Mr.  Gibbons,  relieving  officer  of  Claremorris 
electoral  division,  for  giving  persons  not  entitled  by  law  to  receive  rations,  we 
have  suspended  lnm  till  I investigate  the  charges,  which  I purpose  doing  early 
next  week,  and  have  directed  the  parties  complaining  to  meet  me  at  Clare- 
morris— the  result  I shall  inform  you  of. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  dismissed  an  overseer  named  Hennely,  in  the 
Kilmain  electoral  division,  for  being  a road  contractor,  and  denying  to  me  that 
he  was  so,  when  questioned  on  the  subject  some  time  ago ; for  he  could  not 
attend  to  the  duties  required  by  us  of  him,  and  mind  the  mending  of  his  roads 
in  the  same  locality. 

I regret  to  state  that  the  number  requiring  out-door  relief  is  increased  this 
week — being  30,415 ; and  the  quantity  of  meal  for  their  support  amounts  to 
nearly  87  tons. 

I take  leave  to  forward  a return  showing  the  numbers  in  each  electoral  division. 


Enclosure. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Numbers 
last  Week. 

Numbers 
put  on 
this  Week. 

Total. 

Quantity  of  Meal 
required. 

Cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

1,268 

21 

1,289 

87 

0 

Ballaghholla  . . 

193 

23 

216 

15 

0 

0 

Cong  .... 

2,768 

45 

2,813 

140 

0 

0 

Kilmain 

2,322 

105 

2,427 

27 

0 

Order  this  Week. 

Kilmalora  . 

1,216 

10 

1,226 

65 

0 

0 

Kilmain 

115 

0 

0 

Shruil  .... 

2,648 

47 

2,695 

127 

2 

0 

Partrv  .... 

1,492 

29 

1,521 

82 

2 

0 

Hollymount 

2,617 

65 

2,682 

242 

2 

0 

Robeen 

1,978 

79 

2,057 

92 

2 

0 

Mayo  .... 

1,827 

49 

1,S76 

87 

2 

0 

Burriscarra 

709 

16 

725 

35 

0 

0 

Ballindine  . 

3,515 

23 

3,538 

187 

2 

0 

Claremorris  . . 

4,076 

191 

4,267 

255 

0 

0 

Ballinrobe  . 

2,973 

110 

3,083 

175 

0 

0 

Total  . . 

29,602 

813 

30,415 

1,735 

0 

0 

86  tons  15  cwt. 

Balance  in  store  last  week  118/.  2s.  6 d. 

25th  March,  1848.  James  Dempster,  M.D. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  28,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  25th  instant,  relating  to  the  Ballinrobe  Union,  in  which  you  state 
that  Mr.  O’Rourke,  Supervisor  of  Works,  has  been  threatened  for  striking  off 
a number  of  men  in  the  Partry  electoral  division  for  refusing  to  work,  and  in 
reference  thereto  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  trust  that  the  Vice- 
Guardians  will  not  fail  to  cause  vigorous  and  effective  steps  to  be  taken  to 
ensure  due  attention  to  the  performance  of  the  labour  required  by  the  Commis- 
sioners’ Order,  as  a condition  of  the  relief  to  be  afforded. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  if  the  Superintendent  is  apprehensive  of 
violence,  he  should  apply  for  protection  in  the  ordinary  manner.  The  Com- 
missioners consider  it  unfortunate  that  you  were  not  able  to  bring  any  of  the 
parties  concerned  in  the  assault  referred  to  in  your  report  to  punishment. 

If  violence  is  used  in  any  district  by  able-bodied  persons  in  the  receipt  of 
relief,  the  Commissioners  deem  it  advisable  that  all  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in 
that  district  should  be  at  once  suspended. 

The  Commissioners  have  again  to  recommend  that  all  the  relief  stations 
should  be  regularly  visited  and  examined  both  by  yourself  and  the  Vice- 
Guardians. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  25,  3848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Fair,  rate-collector,  has 
lodged  since  our  last  report  100/. ; Mr.  Walsh,  105/. ; and  Mr.  Brannick,  40/. 
— on  account  of  their  collections.  They  have  pledged  themselves  to  use  every 
exertion  from  henceforward ; but  they  complain  that  when  they  make  seizures 
and  that  a sale  takes  place  they  cannot  find  purchasers  at  more  than  a nominal 
value,  the  proceeds  in  some  instances  scarce  paying  the  expense  of  auctioneer’s 
fees  (two  guineas) — a licensed  auctioneer  having  to  be  brought  from  Tuam. 

We  have  paid  on  the  out-door  relief  account  28/.  11a-.,  to  overseers  of  labour 
for  salary  due  them-,  also,  89/.  7a.,  for  carriage  and  distribution  of  food;  and 
for  the  current  expenses  of  the  house,  118/.  19a.  9 d. 

The  pressure  from  persons  who  have  tendered  possession  of  their  holdings 
and  reported  as  destitute  having  much  increased,  the  numbers  now  on  the  out- 
door relief  lists  are  30,413. 

We  have  received  from  Dr.  Dempster  an  order  for  600/.  worth  of  provisions, 
granted  by  the  British  Association  : we  had  besides  a balance  to  our  credit  of 
last  week’s  grant,  of  118/.  2a.  6 c/. ; but  to  provide  the  food  required  this  week 
we  have  been  obliged  to  draw  upon  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Commissariat 
depot  for  759/.  1a.  3d.  worth,  leaving  a balance  now  due  to  him  of  40/.  18a.  9 d. 
Under  these  circumstances  we  estimate  that  should  out-door  relief  continue  on 
its  present  scale,  that  800/.  will  be  required  to  provide  the  food  for  the  week 
ending  the  8th  of  April,  and  make  good  the  deficit  of  this  week’s  order. 

The  daily  distribution  of  rations  has  not  been  practised  in  this  Union : we 
began  it  in  the  Castlebar  Union  and  entered  into  contracts  for  the  daily  issue  of 
rye  bread  to  the  able-bodied  and  their  families ; but  from  the  very  great  con- 
fusion and  the  frauds  attempted  to  be  practised  by  numbers  endeavouring  to 
draw  daily  and  afterwards  weekly  rations,  we  have  not  been  able  to  extend  it 
as  yet  beyond  two  electoral  divisions.  However,  agreeable  to  your  wishes, 
every  effort  shall  be  made  to  establish  the  distribution  of  daily  rations  of 
cooked  food  to  the  able-bodied  and  their  families  in  this  Union  so  soon  as  we 
can  enter  into  the  necessary  arrangements. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  28,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to 
the  British  Association  for  a further  advance  of  800/.  to  assist  you  in  providing 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  make 
a close  revision  of  the  relief  lists,  for  which  purpose  it  will  be  necessary  that 
you  should  visit  the  several  relief  stations  with  the  Inspector. 

As  regards  the  distribution  of  rations  to  the  persons  in  the  receipt  of  out- 
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Ballinrobe  Union.  door  relief,  the  Commissioners  consider  any  other  than  a daily  issue  of  food 
ncompatible  with  the  due  administration  of  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied 
persons. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners: — March  27,  1848. 

Referring  to  the  order  for  out-door  relief  which  will  expire  on  the  2nd 
proximo,  I would  recommend  that  it  should  be  renewed  for  another  month 
from  that  date. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  29,  1 848. 

I aM  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the 
renewal  of  the  order  for  one  month. 


Mr.  Vakli 


Cong  . . 
ltaUmroke 


Mr.  llrann 
llaUimline  . 
Claremorris  . 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  1,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
I visited  Kilmain  and  Ballindine  electoral  divisions  on  Monday  last,  saw  the  men 
at  labour  on  the  roads  breaking  stones,  and  that  the  overseers  appeared  attentive 
to  their  duties.  I attended  the  store  in  Ballindine,  and  saw  the  meal  distributing, 
which  I found  correct  and  orderly.  I also  visited  the  schools  on  the  line  from 
Ballinrobe  to  Ballindine ; the  result  I purpose  informing  the  Count  Strzelecki  of 
in  a distinct  report. 

On  Tuesday  I went  to  Claremorris  by  appointment,  to  investigate  a charge  pre- 
ferred against  the  relieving  officer  of  that  electoral  division  by  Sir  Robert  Lynch 
Blosse,  Bart.,  a report  of  which  I had  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  you  oh 
31st  ultimo.  I have  subsequently  received  a letter  on  this  subject  from  the  Rev. 
James  Hughes,  P.P.,  of  Claremorris ; being  addressed  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  I 
directed  the  clerk  of  the  Union  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  it,  and  at  our  next 
meeting  shall  lay  same  before  them  for  consideration. 

I met  Mr.  Brannick,  the  rate-collector,  in  Claremorris,  who  was  about  proceed- 
ing with  a military  escort  to  enforce  the  rates  from  defaulters  in  his  district,  which 
military  party  under  Mr.  Arabin,  the  stipendiary  magistrate,  was  afterwards 
to  march  on  Hollymount  electoral  division,  to  protect  Mr.  Donohoe  under  like 
circumstances. 

‘■£  , d The  amount  of  rate  lodged  with  the  treasurer  this  week  amounts  only  to 
33  la  oS  -00^  l-5-  5d.,  as  per  margin.  I expect  a more  satisfactory  collection  next  week, 

1 1“  2,  as  our  creditors,  especially  the  meal  contractors,  are  becoming  very  urgent  for 
12  If  payment. 

9„  IS  6 Our  numbers  are  increased  this  week,  being,  as  per  return  herewith  forwarded, 

rjr 31,291,  and  will  require  85  tons  of  meal  for  their  support  next  week.  We  are 

m u i°!  l)rePai‘ing  for  next  week  to  get  tenders  for  baking,  and  intend  commencing  giving 
daily  rations  in  bread  in  the  electoral  division  of  Ballinrobe,  from  which  we  can 
gradually  extend  ourselves  to  the  adjacent  districts. 

It  is,  however,  very  satisfactory  to  have  it  to  remark,  that  the  general  appear- 
ance of  the  recipients  of  the  Government  bounty  in  this  Union  is  greatly  improved. 


Enclosures. 

I. 

Sir  R.  L.  Blosse  to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Balliurobe  Union  : — March  22,  1848. 

I beg  to  call  your  attention  to  what  I conceive  to  be  a very  gross  neglect  of  duty  oh 
the  part  of  the  relieving  officer  for  the  Claremorris  electoral  division,  in  the  Ballinrobe  Union, 
a man  of  the  name  of  Gibbons. 

A tenaut  of  mine,  James  Brady,  of  Barnacarroll,  has  been  and  still  is,  as  I am  informed, 
receiving  out-door  relief ; he  holds  on  lease  about  156  acres,  the  yearly  rent  of  which  is  847. 
He  now  owes  me  3197.  rent,  to  recover  which  I have  been  compelled  to  take  legal  proceed- 
ings against  him ; I have  not  yet  obtained  possession  of  my  land.  He  has  made  no  surrender 
of  it. 

On  Wednesday,  the  15th  of  this  month,  at  Claremorris,  my  bailiff  spoke  to  Gibbons,  and 
stated  these  facts  to  him,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  he  understood  that  Brady  was  receiving 
out-door  relief ; this  Gibbons  admitted,  but  said  that  he  would  continue  to  allow  Brady  out- 
door relief.  I feel  convinced  that  the  Vice-Guardians  will  agree  with  me  in  considering  that 
this  is  not  a proper  case  for  out-door  relief,  and  that  the  person  who  has  acted  in  such  a 
manner  is  unfit  to  hold  the  situation  of  relieving  officer. 

Answered  25th  March,  that  I would  attend  at  Claremorris  on  28th,  and  requested  the  bailiff 
to  come  before  me.  J.  D. 
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II. 

10th  and  1 1th  Victoria,  chap.  90. 

County  of  Mayo, I The  Deposition  of  William  Nally,  Bailiff  to  Sir  Robert  Lynch  Blosse, 
to  wit.  I Bart.,  of  Athavallie,  in  said  county. 

Ballinrobe  Deponent,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  saitli  that  he 

Union.  J made  application  to  Mr.  Patrick  Gibbons,  relieving  officer  of  the  electoral 
division  of  Claremorris,  relative  to  a person  named  James  Brady,  a tenant 
of  the  said  Sir  Robert  Lynch  Blosse,  who  holds  in  his  possession  a farm  containing  upwards  of 
100  acres  of  land,  which  said  Brady,  deponent  heard,  was  receiving  out-door  relief  from  said 
Patrick  Gibbons;  deponent  states  that  he  spoke  to  said  relieving  officer  on  the  subject,  who 
replied  that  he  would  give  relief  or  meal  to  Brady,  and  that,  he  would  not  ask  deponent's  leave 
for  so  doing,  or  Sir  Robert's  leave  either  ; deponent  replied  he  would  report  Gibbons  to  Sir 
Robert  and  to  his  agent ; Gibbons  said  he  did  not  care,  and  to  do  my  best,  meaning  deponent’s 
best ; deponent  did  report  said  Gibbons  to  Sir  Robert. 

Duly  read  by  deponent  before  signing. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Claremorris,  this  2Sth  day  of  March,  1S48. 

James  Dempster,  M.D., 

William  Nallv.  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Ballinrobe,  March  3 1,  1848. 

The  relieving  officer,  Patrick  Gibbons,  being  called  on  by  me  to  explain  why 
lie  gave  the  relief  to  said  Brady,  states  that  during  the  time  lie  has  given  it  Brady 
was,  and  is,  a destitute  person  in  his  opinion. 

On  looking  over  the  Distribution  Book  kept  by  Gibbons,  no  man  named  Janies 
Brady,  of  Barnacarroll,  appears  on  that  book ; page  61,  No.  919,  a person  named 
Janies  Reany  appears  in  Gibbons’s  writing  as  receiving  relief,  and  he  states  that 
by  that  name  lie  gave  the  relief  to  James  Brady,  knowing  the  fact  of  his  going  by 
that  name  oi  Reany ; Gibbons  considered  it  immaterial  what  name  he  went  by. 
Gibbons  states  that  the  reason  he  did  not  change  the  name  of  Reany  to  Brad}', 
although  be,  Brady,  lives  within  a few  fields  of  his  own  residence,  aud  was  per- 
fectly cognizant  of  the  fact  of  said  Brady,  under  the  name  of  Reany,  getting  out- 
door relief,  was,  that  Brady  was  ashamed  to  he  known  to  require  relief^ although  a 
very  destitute  person. 

On  parading  James  Brady  I found  him  a person  as  well  dressed  as  myself,  and 
although  lie  may  lie  poor  he  certainly  did  not  come  under  the  denomination  of 
destitute,  and  lias  relatives  well  able  to  assist  him  in  his  distress. 

The  Rev.  James  Hughes,  P.P.  of  Claremorris,  attended  and  offered  to  he  sworn 
(which  I declined  doing),  and  stated  that  to  his  knowledge  Brady  had  no  land,  and 
that  lie  was  not  possessed  of  a horse,  a cow,  a pig,  & c.,  although  lie  continued  to 
reside. in  the  house  on  the  lands  of  Barnacarroll. 

A Mr.  Kelly,  an  attorney,  also  attended  and  -wished  to  be  examined.  I likewise 
refused  to  tender  an  oath  to  him : he  stated  that  he  held  in  his  possession  a deed  of 
assignment  (here  he  produced  a document)  from  Brady  of  all  his  title  and  interest 
in  said  lands  and  farm  to  himself ; and  lie  told  Sir  Robert  L.  Blosse  that  he,  Sir 
Robert,  should  never  get  a perch  of  said  land,  and  that  he,  Kelly,  placed  Brady 
as  a care-taker  into  his  own  house,  at  a salary  of  so  much  per  week,  which  alone 
would  disentitle  Brady  to  relief. 

Sir  Robert  L.  Blosse  stated  that  the  land  is  his  pvoperty,  and  that  Brady  is  liis 
tenant,  and  had  taken  legal  proceedings  to  recover  possession,  and  that  Brady  was 
giving  him  every  opposition  through  Mr.  Kelly,  and  would  neither  pay  rent  or  give 
him  his  ground. 

I told  Mr.  Kelly  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hughes  that  I merely  came  to  ascertain 
whether  the  relieving  officer  had  been  giving  relief  to  a person  not  entitled  by  the 
law  to  receive  same,  and  that  I had  no  power  to  sit  judicially  to  determine  whose 
tenant  Brady  was,  and  that  I did  not  consider  myself  authorized  to  go  further  in 
the  case  than  I had,  but  if  they  wished,  they  might  attend  the  Board  of  Vice- 
Guardians  at  Ballinrobe  on  the  next  day  of  meeting,  to  whom  I would  submit 
the  matter  previously  to  forwarding  a statement  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners ; 
and  that  I would  continue  the  suspension  of  Gibbons  especially  for  gii’ing  meal  to 
Brady  under  a false  name. 

I have  carefully  considered  this  case,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  relieving 
officer  should  he  dismissed  by  order  from  the  Commissioners. 

K 2 
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Ballinrobe  Union. 


March  31,  1848. 


Electoral  Division. 

Number 
last  Week. 

Number 
this  Week 

Total. 

Quantity  of  Meal 
required. 

Ballinrobe 

3,019 

118 

3,137 

Tons.  Cwt 
8 15 

Qrs. 

0 

Partry  .... 

1,521 

55 

1,576 

277 

4 

12 

2 

Ballaghholla  . 

231 

46 

0 

17 

2 

Ross 

1,347 

106 

1,453 

4 

12 

2 

Hollymount  . 

2,683 

46 

2,729 

7 

5 

0 

Robeen  .... 

1,958 

37 

1,995 

5 

10 

0 

Burriscarra  . 

724 

41 

765 

2 

0 

0 

Mayo 

1,674 

55 

1,729 

4 

12 

2 

Kilmain  .... 

2,380 

183 

2,563 

7 

12 

2 

Shruil  .... 

2,736 

76 

2,812 

6 

10 

0 

Rilmoiara 

1,226 

52 

1,278 

3 

7 

2 

Ballindine 

3,538 

88 

3,626 

9 

5 

0 

Claremorris  . 

4,336 

106 

4,442 

12 

15 

0 

Cong 

2,803 

106 

2,909 

7 

5 

2 

Total  . 

31,291 

85 

0 

2 

Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  8,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  report  of  the  1st  instant  relating  to  the  Ballinrobe 
Union,  in  which  you  advert  to  the  investigation  made  by  you  into  the  charge  pre- 
ferred against  the  relieving  officer  for  the  Claremorris  electoral  division,  I am 
directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  a sealed  order  for  the  dismissal  of 
Patrick  Gibbons,  the  relieving  officer,  will  be  issued. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — April  1,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Brannick  has  lodged 
103/.  13s.  11  d.  and  Mr.  Walsh  96/.  18s.  6d.  for  poor-rates  collected  since  our  last 
report.  Mr.  Donohoe,  deputy  collector  to  Mr.  Fair,  is  at  present  out  collecting 
under  the  protection  of  Mr.  Arabin,  R.M.,  the  result  of  which  we  hope  will  be 
favourable.  We  have  directed  the  collectors  to  proceed  by  distraint  in  several 
cases  against  occupiers,  and  have  also  by  minute  requested  your  sanction  to  take 
proceedings  in  the  Superior  Courts  against  others  as  immediate  lessors. 

The  applicants  for  relief  were  extremely  numerous  this  week ; 1117  have  been 
added  to  the  out-door  relief  lists,  and  about  150  ruled  for  admission  to  the  work- 
house;  there  are  now  31,291  to  receive  food  out  of  the  workhouse.  We,  there- 
fore, estimate  that  800/.  will  again  be  required  to  maintain  them  for  the  week 
ending  15th  of  April. 

We  have  received  from  the  British  Association  an  order  for  800/.  worth  of  pro- 
visions on  the  Commissariat  depot  here,  and  we  have  drawn  for  761/.  worth, 
leaving  a balance  of  39/.  towards  next  week’s  supply. 

We  have  paid  109/.  18s.  3 d.  for  current  expenses  of  the  Union,  and  92/.  Is.  3d. 
on  account  of  out-door  relief. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  4,  1 848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the  • 
British  Association  for  a further  advance  of  800/.  in  provisions  to  assist  you  in 
providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 


Report  of  Head  Constable  Irwin. 

County  of  Galway , 

Barony  of  Boss,  tfnion  of  Cong,  March  20.  • 
John  Kibbin,  a wandering  beggarman,  died  from  starvation  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Galway,  on  17th  instant. 

No  inquest  held,  and  the  body  has  been  interred  without  the  coroner. 

Alexander  Irwin,  2nd  Head  Constable.. 
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Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners: — April  5,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners 
that  the  man  named  John  Kibbin,  reported  by  head  constable  Irwin  to  have  died 
in  the  barony  of  Ross,  in  this  Union,  of  starvation,  never  made  any  application  at 
the  workhouse  here  or  to  any  relieving  officer  of  this  Union  for  relief. 

I ascertained  yesterday  at  Maam,  in  J oyce’s  country,  where  said  Kibbin  died 
on  the  17th  ultimo,  that  he  was  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  of  Galway, 
and  was  a man  possessed  of  money,  which  he  lent  out  to  the  poor  people  a* 
usurious  interest,  and  had  arrived  in  the  Ballinrobe  Union  two  or  three  days 
previously  on  his  periodical  journeys  to  collect  his  interest.  He  was  a miser,  and 
denied  himself  the  necessaries  of  life,  which  he  was  well  able  to  afford,  and  well 
known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington  : — April  7,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  communication  referred  to  the  Commissioners  on 
the  20th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  decease  of  a man  named  John  Kibbin,  in  the 
Ballinrobe  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  here- 
with, for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  a copy  of  a 
report  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  Dr.  Dempster,  Temporary 
Poor  Law  Inspector,  on  the  subject. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — April  6,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  the  resolution  contained 
in  minutes  of  your  proceedings  on  the  30th  ultimo,  requesting  the  Commissioners’ 
sanction  to  proceedings  being  instituted  by  you  under  the  2nd  section  of  the 
6 and  7 Viet.,  cap.  92,  in  the  Superior  Courts  of  Record  in  Dublin,  against  the 
following  persons  who  are  defaulters  in  the  payment  of  poor  rate  in  the  Ballinrobe 
Union,  namely  : David  Courtney,  Charles  L.  Kir  win,  Valentine  O’Connor  Blake, 
Martin  Darcy ; and  the  Commissioners  hereby'  signify  their  consent  to  your 
bringing  an  action  in  any  one  of  the  Superior  Courts  of  Record  in  Dublin  against 
the  said  David  Courtney,  Charles  L.  Kirwin,  Valentine  O’Connor  Blake,  Martin 
Darcy,  for  the  recovery  of  the  arrears  of  poor  rate  made  on  them  respectively  as 
immediate  lessors  in  respect  of  certain  property  situated  within  the  Ballinrobe 
Union. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  15,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  on  the  8th  instant  the  cars  conveying  meal  from  the  depot  here  for  the 
destitute  in  Mayo  and  Burriscarra  East  Division,  were  attacked  within  four  miles  of 
Ballinrobe,  in  the  parish  of  Robeen,  and  six  sacks,  containing  15  cwt.  meal, 
carried  off.  The  relieving  officer  came  to  me  on  Sunday,  the  9th,  when  I brought 
him  to  the  resident  magistrate,  who  received  his  informations,  and  from  the  steps 
pursued  some  of  the  perpetrators  are  in  custody,  and  I expect  more  will  be  so  next 
week. 

I stopped  the  issue  of  rations  in  the  Robeen  division  to  the  able-bodied  until 
they  showed  an  anxiety  to  bring  the  parties  to  justice  ; but  I was  obliged  to  allow 
the  relieving  officer  to  give  the  meal  to  the  infirm  and  children. 

I visited  Kilmain  and  saw  the  issue  of  the  meal  in  progress,  and  then  went  to 
Shrub,  for  the  like  purpose  ; all  correct.  I then  went  to  Hollymount  and  Robeen, 
and  returned  to  Ballinrobe  by  a long  circuit  of  the  Union ; I found  the  men, 
generally  speaking,  at  work  breaking  stones.  1 visited  Claremorris,  and  attended 
at  the  store ; there  is  a great  amount  of  destitution  in  that  district.  I afterwards 
went  to  Ballindine.  The  cause  of  the  great  increase  of  the  relief  list,  this  week 
is,  that  gveat  numbers  have  surrendered  their  holdings  who  clung  to  them  all  the 
winter,  but  are  unable  longer  to  do  so. 

Several  applicants  for  relief  brought  declarations  made  before  a magistrate  that 
they  had  no  laud  or  stock,  &c.,  and  were  starving.  The  acting  relieving  officer 
at  Claremorris  went  to  inspect  their  residences,  and  although  it.  was  a fact  a sur- 
render of  one  farm  had  been  made,  and  on  which  the  aforesaid  declaration  was 
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Ballinrobe  Union. 


Mr.  Brannick. 

£.  s.  d. 
Ballindine  . 11  12  1 
Claremonis  . 28  13  0 


Ballinrobe 

Kilmolara 


grounded,  yet  he  found  the  parties  in  possession  of  several  acres  of  land  and  12 
iiead  of  cattle.  These  circumstances  will  be  more  fully  brought  before  the  notice 
of  the  Commissioners  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  to  whom  I have  handed  the  decla- 
rations. 

The  number  for  relief  next  week  is  33,447,  and  will  require  about  90  tons  of 
meal  for  their  support.  I handed  the  order  for  S00£.  worth  of  provision,  sent  in 
aid  from  the  British  Association  to  the  Vice- Guardians.  The  amount  of  rate 
lodged  this  week  is  only  191/.  9s.  10cZ.,  as  shown  in  the  margin,  and  active  steps 
are  now  being  taken  to  get  in  the  arrears. 

The  workhouse  is  now  in  a most  creditable  state  in  every  respect,  and  means 
for  thorough  ventilation  are  in  progress  of  completion.  The  men  and  boys  all  at 
work  on  the  grounds,  levelling  and  digging,  and  parterres,  with  evergreens  and 
flowering  shrubs,  have  been  made,  and  a good  many  trees  have  been  planted.  In 
the  hospital  measles  are  now  abated  ; very  few  cases  of  light  fever,  and  dysentery 
principally  prevails. 


Enclosure. 


Number  on  Out-door  Relief  to  April  15,  1848. 


Electoral  Division. 

Number 
last  Week. 

Number 
put  on 
this  Week. 

Total. 

Quantity  of  Meal 
required. 

Ballinrobe 

3,144 

79 

3,223 

Tons.  Cwt.  Qrs. 
9 0 0 

Partry  .... 

1,537 

27 

1,614 

4 

15  0 

Ballaghholla  . 

292 

38 

330 

1 

0 0 

Ross 

1,468 

76 

1,544 

4 

15  0 

Con? 

2,992 

92 

3,084 

7 

15  0 

Hollymount  . 

2,811 

161 

2,972 

7 

10  0 

Robeen  .... 

2,0S0 

37 

2,117 

3 

10  0 

Burrisearra  . 

782 

176 

958 

2 

10  0 

Mavo  .... 

1,788 

S2 

1 ,S70 

5 

12  2 

Kilrnain  .... 

2,753 

143 

2,896 

8 

15  0 

Shruil  .... 

2,760 

60 

2,820 

6 

15  0 

Kilmolara 

1 ,308 

25 

1,333 

3 

10  0 

Ballindine 

3,724 

47 

3,771 

9 

15  0 

Claremorris  . 

4,336 

579 

4,915 

14 

10  0 

Total  . 

1,622 

33,447 

89 

12  2 

James  Dempster,  M.D. 


Mr.  Brannick. 
Ballindine  . 1G  1' 
Claremorris  . 29  1; 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — Ap'il  22,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
on  Monday  last,  the  17th  instant,  I went  to  the  electoral  divisions  of  Kilmolara, 
Cong,  and  Ross ; saw  the  relieving  officers  distributing  the  meal ; went  to  the 
several  gangs  on  the  roads,  and  saw  the  men  at  work.  I met  the  supervisor, 
Rorke,  on  his  tour  of  inspection.  In  consequence  of  the  newspaper  reports  that 
the  rye  bread  issued  to  the  children  attending  the  schools  in  this  Union  was  pro- 
ducing disease,  I visited  every  school,  Protestant  and  Catholic,  from  Ballinrobe  to 
the  “ Joyce’s  country,”  and  found  them  all  in  rude  health ; and  the  only  complaint 
against  the  bread  was  the  quantity  not  the  quality  thereof.  I was  ordered  to 
reduce  or.  limit  the  issue  to  the  schools,  and  in  consequence  many  expostulations 
on  the  subject  have  reached  my  office  from  the  respective  clergymen  of  the  Union, 
but  no  account  of  any  death  has  been  sent  in. 

I beg  to  state  that  Mr.  Donohoe,  the  rate-collector,  was  out  on  duty  under 
protection  of  Mr.  Arabin,  the  R.  M.,  with  police,  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Hollymount,  on  17th  and  18th  instant;  that  he  again  seized  the  stock  of  Mr. 

. Bowen,  late  collector,  and  was  paid  in  the  field.  However  he  accepted  a receipt 
for  Mr.  Bowen’s  arrears,  signed  by  that  gentleman,  and  which  is  for  a larger  sum 
than  what  was  returned  in  arrear  by  Mr.  Bowen.  I objected  to  the  receipt,  as  I 
consider  Mr.  Donohoe  ought  to  have  kept  the  stock  till  paid  the  full  amount  in 
his  rate  book,  as  against  Mr.  Bowen. 

The  amount  of  rates  lodged  this  week  amounts  to  210/.  3s.  6 \d.,  as  per  margin. 
The  treasurer  of  the  Union  being  in  Dublin  attending  the  courts  as.  evidence  in 
the-  cause  of  the  “ Guardians  against  Bowen  and  Linsky,”  I received  the  money, 
which  I shall  hand  over  on  his  return  to  Ballinrobe. 
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I received  an  order  for  8007.  worth  of  provisions  from  British  Relief  Association,  Ballinrobe  Union, 
as  a further  grant  in  aid  of  the  destitute  of  this  Union,  which  I handed  to  the  — 
Vice-Guardians. 

It  has  been  reported  to  me  by  the  relieving  officer  for  Mayo  and  Burriscarra 
that  the  woman  who  was  sent  to  gaol  for  assisting  in  the  robbery  of  the  meal  on 
the  8th  instant,  has  been  tried  at  the  Westport  Quarter  Sessions,  and  convicted. 

I attended  the  Petty  Sessions  at  Hollymount  this  day,  when  one  man  was  fullv 
identified  as  one  of  the  perpetrators  in  this  outrage,  and  committed  for  trial  at  next 
Quarter  Sessions. 

I regret  to  state  that  the  numbers  for  relief  in  the  ensuing  week  have  increased 
to  34,789,  and  it  will  require  91  tons  of  meal  for  their  support.  The  relieving 
officers  state  that  the  cause  is,  the  poor  creatures  are  being  turned  out  of  possession 
under  decrees  obtained  for  non-payment  of  rent.  Where  this  will  end  I cannot 
see. 

Enclosure. 


Ballinrobe  Union,  April  22,  1848. 


Electoral  Division. 

Number 

on 

last  Week. 

Number 
tins" IVeek. 

Total. 

Meal  required. 

Ballinrobe  . . 

3,225 

22 

3,247 

Tons.  Cwt.  Qrs.  j 
8 0 0, 

Cong 

3,054 

47 

3,101 

7 

10  0 

Hollymount  . 

2,972 

90 

3,062 

7 

15  0 

Partry  .... 

1,614 

59 

1,673 

4 

17  2 

Burriscarra 

SS9 

154 

1,043 

3 

0 0 

Mayo  .... 

1,S70 

103 

1,973 

4 

10  0 

Shruil  .... 

2,810 

119 

2,929 

7 

0 0 i 

Ballindine 

3,771 

154 

3,925 

10 

5 0 1 

Kilrnain  .... 

2 , S98 

54 

2,952 

8 

10  0 

Kilmolara 

1,333 

43 

1,376 

3 

12  2 1 

Robeen  .... 

2,117 

52 

2,169 

6 

2 2 i 

Claremorris  . 

4,864 

107  i 

4,971 

13 

12  2 ! 

Ross 

1 ,6S2 

276  ' 

1,95S 

5 

2 2 

Ballaghliolla  . 

343 

67 

410 

1 

0 0 | 

Total  . 

1,347 

34.7S9 

90 

17  2 ! 

James  Dempster,  M-D. 


The  Commissioners  to  Dr.  Dempster  : — April  27,  1S43. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  22nd  instant,  relating  to  the  Ballinrobe  Union,  and  I am  to  request 
that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  inquire  upon  oath,  and  report  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, upon  any  cases  of  eviction  which  come  under  your  observation. 


The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — Api'il  28,  184S. 

We  have  the  honour  to  state  that  Mr.  Walsh  has  lodged  837.  14$.  Ad. ; 
Mr.  Brannick,  207.  1$.  5d. ; and  Mr.  Donokoe,  377. ; poor  rates  collected  since  out- 
last weekly  report.  W e have  paid  for  carriage  and  distribution  of  last  week’s 
food,  497.  17s.  8£c7.  ; on  account  of  current  expenses,  207.  18s.  Id. ; to  Dominick 
E.  Blake,  solicitor,  amount  of  execution  and  costs  in  the  case  of  “ Wilson  v. 
Union,”  897.  5s.  4d.,  being  a debt  due  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians ; and  we 
retain  87.  Os.  Sd.  to  pay  another  execution,  obtained  in  the  case  of  Daniel,  also  a 
debt  of  the  late  Board. 

We  have  received  from  Dr.  Dempster,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  an  order  for  8007. 
worth  of  provisions  granted  by  the  British  Association,  and  we  have  drawn  on  the 
Commissariat  depot  for  71 S7.  4s.  worth,  in  addition  to  977.  13s.  worth  remaining 
to  our  credit  since  last  week,  still  leaving  a balance  in  our  favour  of  81 7.  16s. 
towards  next  week’s  supply.  955  persons  have  been  added  to  the  out-door  relief 
lists,  and  766  have  been  struck  off  for  non-attendance  at  work,  leaving  35,200  to 
receive  food  to  the  6th  Maj',  and  we  estimate  that  7507.,  with  the  balance  above 
stated,  will  be  required  for  the  week  ending  13th  May.  Applications  for  relief 
continue  to  increase ; numbers  have  been  lately  dispossessed  by  their  landlords. 
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Ballinrobe  Union,  others  offering  to  surrender  their  holdings,  retaining  a quarter  acre  and  their 
house,  of  which  they  either  produce  proof,  or  make  a declaration  before  a magis- 
trate. The  latter  we  have  discouraged  by  every  means  in  our  power  without 
effect,  but  we  expect  to  check  it  by  "having  a man  prosecuted  who  has  made  two 
declarations  of  his  utter  destitution,  although  we  are  informed  it  is  well  known, 
and  will  be  proved,  that  he  holds  a farm,  and  has  several  head  of  cattle  and  other 
means 

We  regret  to  say  we  see  no  prospect  of  employment  for  the  people;  the  sowing 
of  corn,  which  has  been  very  limited  (at  least  three-fourths  less  than  last  year), 
and  the  planting  of  potatoes,  which  has  been  tolerably  extensive  (about  three- 
fourths  of  the  average  of  other  years),  is  now  nearly  over,  after  which  very  little 
will  be  done  on  the  land  until  the  harvest. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — May  4,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  28th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Ballinrobe  Union,  and  I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made 
application  to  the  British  Association  for  an  advance  of  700?.,  to  assist  you  in 
providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 
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BALLYSHANNON  UNION. 


Ballyshannon 

Union. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners: — February  7,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  at  their  meetings  held  on  the  4th  and  5th  instant. 

Friday  the  4th,  the  Board  was  solely  occupied  in  the  examination  of  the 
hooks  of  the  relieving  officers,  preparatory  to  their  usual  meeting  upon  Satur- 
day; and  all,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bundoran  books,  were  initialed  by  the 
chairman. 

Saturday,  the  6th  instant,  was  fixed  to  receive  tenders  to  supply  clothing, 
bedding,  &c.  &c.,  so  very  much  required  to  enable  the  Guardians  to  admit  the 
numbers  for  which  they  have  provided  additional  accommodation  ; and  in  this 
and  next  week  the  articles  will  be  furnished  by  the  persons  who  have  obtained 
the  contracts. 

The  system  I had  recommended  to  the  Guardians,  that  cheques  should  only 
be  given  on  one  Board-day  in  every  month,  they  have  begun  to  act  upon ; and 
on  Saturday  the  expenses  of  the  past  month  were  discharged  by  cheques ; that 
for  the  first  time  for  years  the  treasurer  had  funds  in  his  hands  to  liquidate 
immediately  they  were  presented. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bloomfield,  a cheque  to  repay  the  advances  under  the 
Temporary  Relief  Act  was  drawn  for  the  electoral  division  of  Belleek ; as  that 
had  been  estimated  for  when  the  rate  was  made,  beside  what  appeared  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  current  expenses  for  six  months.  The  whole  of  the  rate  on 
this  division  will  be  collected  within  two  months  from  the  date  of  the  first 
payment ; and  I do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  same  might  have  been  effected 
generally  through  the  Union,  had  the  other  collectors  been  as  determined  and 
energetic  as  Johnson,  who  collected  this. 

The  collection  the  last  week  was  smaller  than  it  should  have  been,  had  due 
exertion  been  used;  and  I have  spoken  to  some  and  written  to  others  of 
the  collectors,  to  warn  them  that  they  will  be  subject  to  dismissal  if  it  does 
not  progress  more  rapidly ; and  I trust  that  next  week  this  may  produce  a 
larger  sum. 

The  pressure  for  relief  has  again  been  rather  increased  the  past  week ; and 
I attribute  this  solely  to  the  people  getting  intelligence  that  the  workhouse 
was  full,  or  nearly  so,  as  I invariably  remark,  when  such  is  the  case,  that  the 
number  that  claim  relief  are  doubled,  and  all  in  hope  of  obtaining  out-door 
allowances.  The  Guardians  are  so  convinced  of  this,  that  they  have  resolved 
on  taking  a large  store,  which  is  at  present  a little  out  of  order ; but  a small 
outlay  would  render  it  fit  for  occupation.  This  will  be  the  third  house  rented 
by  them ; the  male  and  female  workhouse  schools  having  been  already  re- 
moved to  separate  houses.  I have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  now  there  is 
a prospect  of  speedy  improvement  m and  about  the  workhouse,  as  Sergeant 
Healy,  who  has  been  selected  as  an  assistant  to  the  master,  is  active  and 
determined  in  application  of  labour  as  a test  of  destitution : heretofore  the 
master  had  far  too  much  to  do  otherwise,  to  exact  a fair  day’s  work  from  the 
paupers;  and  beside,  the  Guardians  had,  till  latterly,  the  house  crowded  with 
old  infirm  persons,  incapable  of  labour  to  any  extent ; hence  improvements  I 
had  projected  have  not  been  advanced  as  rapidly  as  I could  have  wished. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Friday,  one  of  the  Guardians,  Mr.  Gallagher, 
stated  to  me  that  a man  named  Keenan,  who  resided  near  him,  had  died  of 
destitution  and  want  of  food  ; and  Saturday,  before  the  Board  met,  I drove  to 
the  house  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances.  I found,  on  examination,  that  the 
wife  had  previously  died,  and  that  five  children  were  left  in  a state  of  the  most 
melancholy  misery ; the  father,  it  was  evident,  had  fallen  a sacrifice  to  the 
determination  to  hold  his  land  (2i  acres)  sooner  than  come  with  his  family  to 
the  workhouse  for  relief,  and  resign  what  could  have  been  no  use  or  benefit  to 
him  or  them ; as  his  poverty  was  so  great,  that  last  year  he  had  no  crop,  not 
even  a patch  of  turnips,  and  without  the  slightest  prospect  of  being  able  even 
to  seed  it 
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A man  holding  ten  acres  of  land  applied  to  the  relieving  officer  of  that  district 
for  relief,  some  days  since,  stating  he  had  offered  the  bailiff  possession  of  house 
and  land  to  entitle  him  to  it.  The  bailiff  could  not  take  it  without  permission 
from  the  agent,  who  resides  in  Dublin ; and  the  relieving  officer  assured  me 
that  he  believed  the  man  and  his  family  would  die  from  starvation  before  he 
could  legally  obtain  relief. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—February  10,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  statement,  that  a cheque  was  drawn  to  repay  the 
advances  in  Belleek  electoral  division  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  I am 
to  express  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  manner  in  which 
this  electoral  division  has  faithfully  discharged  its  liabilities,  and  at  the 
efficient  manner  in  which  the  rate  has  been  collected ; and  I am  to  request 
that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  whether,  in  your  opinion,  it  is  owing  to 
default  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  that  the  rate  has  not  been  equally  well 
collected  in  the  other  divisions. 

As  regards  your  statement,  that  a tenant  holding  ten  acres  of  land  offered 
possession  of  his  house  and  land,  in  order  to  entitle  himself  to  relief,  but  that 
the  bailiff  could  not  take  it  without  permission  from  the  agent  in  Dublin,  I am 
to  state  that  the  mere  refusal  of  a landlord  to  accept  a surrender  of  land  does 
not  disqualify  a person  who  has  ceased  to  occuy  more  than  a quarter  of  an 
acre  of  land  from  receiving  relief. 

By  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  it  is  merely  the 
occupation  or  non-occupation  of  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  which  is  made  a 
criterion  of  destitution,  provided  that  an  applicant  for  relief  may  otherwise  be 
deemed  entitled  to  it. 

Hence  the  Guardians,  as  far  as  that  clause  is  concerned,  are  warranted  in 
relieving  any  body  who  is  not  in  such  occupation  ; and  they  are  not  bound  to 
investigate  title  at  all,  or  to  ascertain  whether  the  tenant’s  interest  has  been 
legally  determined  by  surrender  or  otherwise. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  13,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  my  weekly  report  of  the  matters  con- 
nected with  the  business  of  this  Union.  Wednesday  the  9 th  instant  I attended 
the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians ; plans  were  laid  before  the  Board,  of 
buildings  to  enlarge  the  workhouse,  and  advertisements  ordered  in  accordance 
with  them. 

A report  was  made  by  the  schoolmaster  that  Dr.  Simon  Sheil  had  required 
returns  of  the  state  of  health  of  the  children  in  his  school,  the  size  of  the  apart- 
ments, &c. ; and  the  Board  recorded  upon  their  minutes  the  inconvenience  of 
attending  to  his  requests;  in  fact,  a party  in  Ballyshannon  wish  to  force  the 
Guardians  to  remove  the  children.  I have  heretofore  stated  my  views  on  this 
point,  and  shall  not  now  reiterate  them. 

An  assistant  matron  was  chosen  by  the  Board ; I have  heard  a good  character 
of  her,  and  see  no  reason  to  refuse  to  recommend  a confirmation  of  her  appoint- 
ment. 

Friday,  the  1 1th  instant,  the  day  was  occupied  in  examination  of  the  relieving 
officers  books ; that  day  each  week  being  solely  set  apart  for  the  purpose. 

Saturday,  the  12tli,  that  portion  of  the  books  which  was  unfinished  the  pre- 
vious day  was  completed,  and  initialed  by  the  chairman. 

The  letter  of  the  Commissioners  dismissing  M‘Gloin,  the  collector  for 
Glenade,  was  read  by  the  clerk,  and  the  sealed  order  produced,  and  directions 
for  electing  another  collector,  Wednesday,  the  16th  instant,  were  issued  by  the 
Board,  Yv  hilst  on  this  subject  I shall  take  the  opportunity  of  replying  to  the 
Commissioners  letter  dated  10th  February,  in  which  I am  directed  to  report 
‘ opinion  whether  it  is  in  consequence  of  the  default  of  the  Board  of 
“ Guardians  that  the  rate  has  not  been  as  speedily  collected  in  the  other  divisions 
as  in  Belleek.  I beg  to  state  that  except  in  Glenade  I cannot  complain  of 
any  remissness,  and  of  that  division,  as  I have  just  stated,  the  collector  was  on 
my  report  dismissed.  The  Guardians  or  magistrates  never  interfered  in  any 
division  to  aid  the  collection  so  far  as  I can  learn ; leaving  the  matter  entirely 
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to  me  to  urge  the  collectors  to  do  their  duty,  and  take  and  direct  such  steps  Ballyshanncn 

as  I thought  best,  with  the  exception  of  Belleek,  in  which  Mr.  Bloomfield  Union- 
resides;  there  I was  assisted  by  him  in  every  way,  and  he  used  the  most 
strenuous  exertions  as  a magistrate  to  hasten  the  collection ; he  was  the  first  to 
pay  himself,  and  not  only  supported  the  collector  with  his  authority  and  influ- 
ence, but  exercised  a constant  and  daily  surveillance  of  his  efforts ; the  collector 
is  an  energetic,  fearless  man,  and  to  the  combination  of  these  circumstances  is 
to  be  attributed  the  more  advanced  state  of  the  collection  in  Belleek  than  any 
other  division. 

I reported  to  the  Commissioners  the  violence  and  threats  used  by  a member 
of  this  Board  in  reference  to  the  payment  of  his  rate ; the  course*  pursued  by 
the  Commissioners  upon  this  report  of  directing  the  collectors  to  state  which 
of  the  Guardians  in  his  district  had  omitted  to  pay  the  rate,  as  well  as  the 
intimation  that  should  it  be  unpaid  to  any  extent  by  members  of  the  Board, 
that  the  Commissioners  would  consider  their  powers  under  the  ISth  section  of 
the  Irish  Extension  Act,  had  the  effect  of  producing  immediate  payment  by 
almost  every  Guardian ; having  thus  in  the  first  instance,  under  these  circum- 
stances, paid  in  place  of  remaining  to  the  last  as  they  have  heretofore  done,  (the 
rate  made  nine  months  previously  being  due  by  many  of  them  when  I arrived 
here) — they  are  now  anxious  enough  that  it  should  be  speedily  collected,  but 
they  have  not  energy,  or  in  fact,  sufficient  interest  in  the  success  of  the  law,  to 
induce  them  to  use  personal  exertion  in  aid  of  the  collection,  as  Mr.  Bloomfield 
lias  done ; and  I am  of  opinion  that  some  of  them  think  they  do  enough  if  they 
do  not  embarrass  or  obstruct  it. 

I must  confess  I had  hoped  the  Commissioners  would  have  considered  the 
collection  in  this  Union  had  progressed,  with  the  one  exception,  speedily ; a 
sum  of  3,904/.  Is.  9 cl.,  has  been  paid  since  the  18th  of  December,  1847,  to  the 
12th  of  February,  1848,  inclusive,  being  a period  of  nine  weeks;  during  the 
four  and  a half  previous  years,  that  is  to  say  from  the  half  year  ending  the 
29th  of  September,  1843,  to  that  ending  the  29th  of  September,  1S47,  the  total 
sum  collected  was  but  4,825/.  14.?.  4c/. ; thus  in  four  years  and  a half,  the  col- 
lection only  exceeded  by  921/  12s.  Id.,  that  of  the  last  nine  weeks.  I have 
omitted  no  means  in  my  power  of  hastening  the  payment  of  rate ; and  any 
week  it  has  been  smaller  than  I considered  it  should  be,  never  neglected  to 
communicate  personally  with  the  collectors.  In  my  last  report,  I mentioned 
that  I thought  the  collection  of  the  previous  week  under  what  it  should  have 
been,  and  that  I at  once  wrote  to  some,  and  spoke  to  others,  of  the  collectors, 
saying  1 would  expect  larger  weekly  payments ; and  although  this  week  has 
been  stormy,  which  always  interferes  as  it  is  not  possible  in  such  weather,  so 
great  an  extent  of  country  can  be  travelled,  yet  the  collection  has  exceeded  that 
of  last,  by  nearly  100/.  I had  hoped  that  this  and  next  month  would  complete 
the  collection  of  the  rate,  but  I fear  from  the  county  cess  being  now  called  for, 
and  the  landlords  also  becoming  urgent  in  their  demands,  that  some  portion  of 
it  may  not  be  paid  so  soon ; however  I still  expect  by  far  the  greater  part  shall 
have  been  received  by  that  period. 

The  proposition  to  commence  immediately  to  build  an  addition  to  the  work- 
house,  and  to  declare  the  contractor  on  Wednesday  next,  has  been  postponed  at 
my  request  until  the  Guardians  have  laid  the  plans  before  the  Commissioners, 
and  received  their  sanction  or  views  upon  the  subject. 

The  clerk  applied  for  an  increase  of  salary,  in  consideration  of  his  greatly 
increased  duties ; it  is  also  postponed  for  a fortnight,  pursuant  to  a resolution 
upon  their  minutes,  that  of  all  applications  involving  increased  expenditure,  the 
Board  should  have  so  much  notice. 

The  Guardians  are,  I think,  inclined  to  accede  to  his  request,  and  I must  say 
it  is  richly  deserved,  as  he  is  a most  pains-taking,  indefatigable,  and  correct 
person  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 

The  cases  of  two  persons  refused  relief  in  Donegal  Union,  on  the  ground  that 
they  belonged  to  this,  although  one  had  resided  in  it  for  three  years,  and  the 
other  for  five  months,  came  before  the  Guardians,  and  they  directed  the  clerk 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Donegal  Board  to  the  Circular  of  the  Commis- 
sioners on  this  subject,  directing  that  the  Union  in  wrhich  persons  became  desti- 
tute, was  the  Union  in  which  they  were  to  receive  relief. 

The  Guardians  resolved  to  apply  to  the  Commissioners  to  obtain  their  sanc- 
tion to  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  school,  aud  combining  the  Unions 
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of  Donegal,  Manorhamilton,  and  this,  into  a district  for  that  purpose,  by  the 
powers  vested  in  them  under  the  10th  Viet.,  cap.  31,  sec.  24.  Was  any  recom- 
mendation of  mine  likely  to  have  weight,  in  inducing  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  the  proposition,  I should  most  cheerfully  add  it,  as  I am  firmly 
persuaded  it  is  alone  by  improving  the  knowledge  of  agriculture,  and  developing 
the  industrial  resources  of  the  country,  that  it  will  be  enabled  to  sustain  the 
burden  of  its  poverty : whilst  I am  equally  assured,  that  a little  exertion  on  the 
part  of  proprietors  in  extending  employment,  and  encouraging  improved 
husbandry,  would  enable  the  poorest  Unions  in  Ireland  (and  with  most  oi 
which  I am  acquainted),  to  Sustain  their  population,  and  afford  relief  under  the 
existing  Poor  Law,  without  such  pressure  upon  their  rates,  as  would  justify 
them  in  seeking  external  aid. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  18,  1843. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  assure  you  that  they  are  thoroughly  satis- 
fied with  your  successful  exertions  in  pressing  forward  the  vigorous  collection 
of  the  rates,  and  they  deem  it  highly  creditable  to  your  efficiency  that  the 
Guardians  should  nowr  have  a net  balance  of  about  1 100/.  in  their  treasurer’s 
hands,  whereas  the  balance  against  the  Guardians  when  you  first  wrent  to  the 
Union  as  Inspector  was  no  less  than  1071Z. 

In  regard  to  the  proposition  of  the  Guardians  to  unite  with  the  Manor- 
hamilton Union  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  agricultural  school,  the 
Commissioners  regret  to  state  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  law  they  are  not 
able  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  Guardians ; at  the  same  time,  it 
is  possible  that  a proposition  for  the  alteration  of  the  law  on  this  point  may  be 
submitted  to  Parliament  during  the  present  session. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners: — February  20,  1848. 

On  Friday,  the  18th,  and  Saturday,  the  19th  instant,  I attended  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  have  the  honour  of  forwarding  my 
report. 

Friday  was  occupied  entering,  examining,  and  initialing  the  books  of  the 
relieving  officers. 

Saturday  the  Board,  on  my  request,  passed  a resolution,  that  the  extension 
they  contemplate  of  their  workhouse  should  be  of  a permanent  description,  and 
requesting  the  Commissioners’  architect  would  forward  plans  and  sections  of  an 
addition  to  be  placed  either  along  the  yards  of  the  boys’  and  girls,’  or  men’s 
and  women’s  portion  of  the  house,  as  he  may  see  fit;  but  requesting  him  to 
bear  in  mind  that  economy  is  essential  in  the  present  distressed  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  unless  his  estimates  are  framed  strictly  so,  they  will  be  useless 
to  the  Guardians,  as  they  cannot  supply  funds  to  carry  out  any  but  moderate 
improvements  and  additions.  If  the  Commissioners  could  obtain  a loan  from 
the  Treasury  for  this  purpose,  the  Guardians  would  be  most  willing  to  under- 
take its  repayment,  and  in  that  case  would  build  more  extensively  than  they 
can  afford  to  do  under  present  circumstances. 

A very  serious  charge  was  made  by  a Guardian  against  a relieving  officer, 
which  is  to  be  investigated  on  Friday,  the  25th  instant,  after  which  I shall 
report  the  result.j 

The  Board  was  informed  that  the  milk  supplied  to  the  workhouse  was  of  an 
inferior  description,  and  that  the  contractor  was  in  the  habit  of  having  it 
skimmed  before  he  sent  it  to  the  workhouse,  and  directions  were  issued  to 
summon  all  the  parties  before  the  magistrates’  bench  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  contractor  who  had  supplied  ticking  for  beds  I found  had  sent  in  an 
article  inferior  to  the  sample,  and  I brought  the  matter  before  the  Board,  and 
had  it  examined  into,  and  the  price  on  1500  yards  was  reduced  three  half- 
pence per  yard  in  consequence.  I find  it  most  necessary  to  keep  a sharp 
look-out  on  all  workhouse  contractors,  as  they  are  much  inclined  to  take 
advantage. 

The  condition  of  the  workhouse  is  not  what  I could  wish,  as  the  contractors 
have  not  yet  sent  in  the  clothing ; but  this  week  I trust  we  shall  receive  it, 
and  I look  forward  to  an  immediate  improvement. 
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A vote  of  thanks  to  the  British  Association  and  Count  de  Strzelecki  was  Baiivshanrcn 
passed  by  the  Guardians  for  the  relief  afforded  the  Union  through  the  medium  ^nicn- 
of  food  to  schools.  I applied  some  time  since  to  Count  de  Strzelecki  that  the 
ration  of  bread  might  be  increased  to  1 lb.,  and  he  at  once  consented : and 
this  system  is  now,  in  consequence,  become  a substantial  support  to  the  desti- 
tute, and  at  the  same  time  has  greatly  relieved  the  pressure  that  otherwise  must 
be  borne  by  the  rates. 

A proposition  to  sell  stones  broken  by  the  paupers  to  road  contractors  was 
made  by  one  ol  the  Guardians  ; but  I showed  them  it  was  first  required  that 
the  yards  and  precincts  of  the  workhouse  should  be  repaired  and  completed 
with  stone  before  they  sold  any  ; and  then  the  consideration  would  be  involved, 
how  far  workhouse  labour  would  thus  interfere  with  the  employment  of  the 
country,  and  whether  this  mode  of  proceeding  was  at  all  advisable. 

Ihe  dismissed  collector  (M'Gloiu)  paid  a sum  of  41/.  which  he  had  in  hand, 
and  gave  up  his  books  to  the  clerk.  I have  heard  a very  good  character  of 
Tiffoney,  the  person  chosen  to  fill  his  place  by  the  Guardians,  during  my  ab- 
sence on  leave  last  Wednesday,  and  would  recommend  his  immediate  sanction 
by  the  Commissioners,  as  further  delay  in  the  collection  of  this  division  is  to  be 
deprecated. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — Feh'uary  24,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  Guardians’  resolution  to  permanently  enlarge  the 
workhouse,  and  to  their  request  for  plans  for  this  purpose,  I am  directed  to 
state  that  the  Commissioners  will  communicate  with  their  architect  on  the  sub- 
ject They  have  already  addressed  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s 
Treasury  on  the  subject  of  a loan  for  the  purpose,  but  they  are  not  authorized 
to  hold  out  any  expectation  that  a loan  can  be  granted. 

With  reference  to  your  recommendation  for  the  immediate  sanction  to  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Tiffoney  as  collector,  in  place  of  M‘Gloin,  I am  to  state 
that  the  Commissioners  will  give  their  immediate  attention  to  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Tiffoney,  on  receiving  replies  to  the  usual  inquiries,  which  have  already 
been  forwarded. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners: — February  27,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  send  my  weekly  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Guardians  and  condition  of  this  Union. 

Friday  and  Saturday,  the  25th  and  26th  instant,  I attended  the  meetings  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians.  Friday  the  books  of  the  relieving  officere  were 
examined  and  initialed ; and  the  charge  I alluded  to  in  my  report  of  last  week 
against  a relieving  officer  was  cleared  up.  Mr.  Hea,  one  of  the  Guardians,  had 
charged  Mr.  Rogers,  the  relieving  officer  for  Devenish  and  Churchhill,  with 
impropriety  and  embezzlement,  and  it  was  arranged  the  matter  should  be 
investigated  this  day ; but  Mr.  Hea  came  forward  of  his  own  accord,  and  stated 
that  he  regretted  exceedingly  he  had  been  betrayed  into  the  statement  he  had 
made;  as,  on  inquiry,  he  found  that  the  information  he  had  received  wras 
totally  unfounded ; and  indeed  the  opinion  I had  formed  of  Mr.  Rogers  pre- 
viously led  me  to  suppose  that  the  charge  could  not  be  maintained.  Saturday 
the  routine  business  of  the  day  having  been  disposed  of,  the  question  of  an 
increase  in  the  clerk’s  salary  was  brought  forward.  It  was  proposed  that  it 
should  now  be  made  80/. ; an  amendment  was  then  put  that  it  should  be  60/. ; 
and,  on  a division,  the  numbers  were  equal — seven  and  seven.  Mr.  Dickson 
and  other  members  of  the  Board  were  absent  that  had  declared  their  deter- 
mination to  support  the  original  proposition ; and  I have  no  doubt  had  it  been 
a fuller  Board,  that  it  would  have  been  carried.  The  clerk  has  expressed  to 
me  his  determination  to  resign  if  his  salary  is  not  increased  to  what  it  was 
proposed  to  make  it.  He  is  most  zealous  and  attentive  in  the  performance  of 
his  duties,  and  omits  not  the  smallest  minutiae  ; in  fact,  should  he  resign  just 
now,  the  consequences  to  the  Union  would  be  very  serious,  as  it  would  be  im- 
possible any  new  clerk  could  for  a considerable  time  acquire  a knowledge  of, 
and  perform  with  accuracy  the  many  duties  attendant  on  this  office.  Under 
all  the  circumstances,  considering  the  clerk’s  merits,  and  the  loss  the  Union 
would  sustain  should  he  resign,  in  consequence  of  insufficient  payment  for  the 
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Baliyshannon  very  laborious  duties  he  has  to  perform,  I would  recommend  that  his  salary 

Union'  should  be  increased  to  the  sum  of  80/.  per  annum,  to  which  one-halt  the  Board 

consented,  and  indeed  were  anxious  to  raise  it ; whilst  even  the  dissentient 
portion  admitted  the  justice  of  the  principle,  although  not  to  that  amount. 
The  sTim  paid  the  treasurer  of  the  Union  this  week  by  the  rate  collectors, 
amounted  to  469/. ; and  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Guardians  on  the  26th 
instant  was  2298/.  18*.  8 d.  The  collectors  for  Bundoran,  Baliyshannon,  and 
Ballintra  divisions,  I think  have  not  these  two  past  weeks  made  the  exertions 
they  should  have  done,  and  I have  written  to  urge  them  to  greater  activity.  I 
still  calculate  the  whole  rate  will  have  been  collected  before  the  middle  of 
■April.  The  number  in  the  workhouse  on  Saturday  evening  was  830  ; those 
receiving  out-door  relief,  874,  and  children  fed  [by  the  British  Association, 
8140,  The  cost  of  out-door  relief  for  the  past  week  was  24/.  4*.  As  yet  very 
little  activity  prevails  in  preparation  of  the  land  for  spring  crops,  and  I anti- 
cipate that  the  distress  will  be  somewhat  lessened  next  month  by  the  necessary 
employment  for  that  purpose ; still  I cannot  hope  for  any  permanent  improve- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  people  from  this  cause,  and  cannot  conceal  that  I 
think  if  the  charity  now  received  from  the  British  Association  were  suspended, 
the  pressure  upon  rates  from  want  of  employment  would  be  greater  than 
the  Union  could  bear  ; at  the  same  time,  if  the  landlords  employed  even  one- 
half  the  number  of  hands  that  they  might  do,  and  that  profitably  to  them- 
selves, I have  no  doubt  that  the  really  destitute  would  be  supported  at  an 
amount  yearly  that  very  moderate  rates  would  produce.  It  is  but  reasonable 
to  expect  if  employment  is  neglected,  that  rates  must  be  high  ; and  I conceive 
that  it  is  only  where  labour  is  sufficiently  in  operation,  and  taxation  at  the 
same  time  excessive,  that  rate-payers  can  complain. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  1,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  proposed  increase  to  the  clerk’s  salary,  and  to 
your  recommendation  that  it  be  raised  to  80/.,  I am  to  state  that  the  Com- 
missioners are  prepared  to  sanction  a salary  of  80/.  If  you  are  confident  that 
the  proposition  would  be  carried  if  brought  forward  at  another  meeting,  the 
Commissioners  would  prefer  that  mode  of  proceeding. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a reasonable  probability  that  the  Board  may 
adhere  to  their  former  resolution,  the  Commissioners  would  prefer  raising  the 
salary  by  a sealed  order  at  once. 


Extract  from  Constabulary  Report. 

County  of  Fermanagh, 
Derrygonnelly,  February  18,  1848. 

A woman  calling  herself  Kerrigan,  was  found  dead  on  the  roadside  in  the 
townland  of  Muckenagh.  The  following  verdict  was  returned  : — We  find  that 
the  deceased  woman,  who  said  her  name  was  Kerrigan,  came  by  her  death  at 
Muckenagh,  in  the  parish  of  Innismacsaint,  barony  of  Magheraboy,  on  Tuesday, 
the  15th  day  of  February,  1848,  by  hunger  and  cold. 

William  Hamilton  Rowan, 

The  Inspect- General,  Sub-Inspector , 3 rd  Fate, 

fyc.  S)C.  fyc. 


Observations  of  Mr.  D’Arcy  thereon,  the  Extract  having  been  referred  to  him 
by  the  Commissioners. 

I came  to  this  by  Derrygonnelly  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  this 
woman’s  death,  I find  that  she  had  been  in  the  Baliyshannon  workhouse,  and 
whether  she  left  it  of  her  own  accord,  or  had  been  amongst  those  put  out  on  an 
allowance,  I cannot  say ; she  was  admitted  on  the  application  book  of  the  Bun- 
doran relieving  officer ; at  the  time  of  her  death  she  was  going,  as  she  stated,  to  a 
person  named  Cox,  four  miles  from  Garrison;  she  did  not  apply  to  the  relieving 
officer  for  Innismacsaint,  who  resides  in  Garrison,  for  relief  ; she  had  been  refused 
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by  the  persons  residing  011  the  road  admittance  to  their  houses  or  relief,  and  I have 
no  doubt  she  lost  her  life  as  stated  in  the  verdict  of  the  coroners  jury.  On  my 
return  to  BaHyshannon,  I shall  ascertain  all  the  particulars  of  her  admission  and 
discharge  from  the  workhouse,  and  report  them. 

Enniskillen,  February  29,  1848.  James  D’Arci  . 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  D’Arcy: — March  2,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
observations  on  the  report  of  Sub-Inspector  Rowan,  relative  to  the  death  of  a 
woman  named  Kerrigan,  at  Muckenagh,  in  BaHyshannon  Union;  and  I am  to 
state,  that  the  Commissioners  will  feel  obliged  to  you  for  a full  report  on  the  case 
when  you  have  obtained  the  requisite  information  at  BaHyshannon. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  5,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  my  weekly  report. 

I returned  here  yesterday  morning  from  Enniskillen,  and  attended  the  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  same  day.  The  cheques  for  the  liabilities  of 
the  month  were  drawn  upon  the  treasurer.  Contracts  for  meal  and  bread  for 
hospital  purposes  were  taken ; and,  on  my  suggestion,  the  Guardians  resolved  to 
purchase  10  tons  of  rye  meal  from  the  Commissariat  stores  in  Sligo,  and  make  a 
trial  of  it  as  food.  I find  that  the  4 lb.  loaf  made  of  it  can  be  had  for  two-pence 
and  four-sevenths,  which  is  cheaper  than  any  other  description  of  food  that  could 
be  used,  and  will  effect  not  alone  a saving  in  the  article  of  food  itself  but  in  fuel. 
I have  made  the  above  calculation,  taking  into  consideration  the  price  of  meal  per 
ton  71.,  carriage  10,?.,  baking  ll.  7s.,  which  latter  is  what  I pay  for  the  bread  baked 
for  the  schools  which  are  being  supplied  by  the  British  Association. 

I find  a ton  of  meal,  when  well  baked  and  managed,  produces  one  ton  and  a 
half  of  bread.  Thus  we  should  have  that  quantity  at  SI.  17s.,  as  shown  above, 
and  the  4 lb.  loaf  as  nearly  as  possible  at  the  price  I have  stated. 

We  got  a considerable  supply  of  the  clothing  that  had  been  contracted  for  during 
the  week,  and  the  paupers  are  all  now  well  clad,  and  the  establishment  presents  a 
quite  different  and  improved  appearance  in  consequence. 

I had  for  some  time  past  impressed  upon  the  matron  the  value  of  industrial 
employment ; and,  as  a commencement,  she  has  had  made  in  the  workhouse 
within  the  last  week  180  bed-ticks,  126  pair  of  sheets,  and  100  shifts.  Breaking 
stones,  as  a test,  is  closely  attended  to  by  the  assistant-master  who  was  lately 
appointed,  and  I must  say  lie  is  giving  me  much  satisfaction. 

I have  had  the  girls  removed  to  the  workhouse  from  the  school-house  in  the 
town,  and  sent  over  the  oldest  of  the  female  paupers  in  their  stead,  and  find  it  a 
better  arrangement.  The  Guardians  have  promised  to  make  the  improvements 
I suggested  in  the  auxiliary  workhouse  in  the  town,  and  I trust  that  I shall  be 
shortly  able  to  report  that  they  are  completed. 

The  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  the  4th  instant  was  2607 1.,  the  collection 
during  the  week  being  smaller  than  usual.  In  a degree  this  is  owing  to  the  fact 
that  all  the  larger  sums  of  rate  are  paid  in  this  Union,  and  that  the  collection  is 
now  going  on  amongst  the  poorer  class  of  rate-payers.  The  Belleek  division 
I may  say  is  collected,  and  that  also  has  its  effect  in  lessening  the  weekly  amount. 
In  addition  to  these  the  assizes  of  Enniskillen  were  going  on,  and  two  or  three 
of  the  collectors  had  business  there.  And  although  in  future,  for  these  reasons,  we 
cannot  expect  such  large  sums  as  heretofore,  still  I think  a communication  direct 
from  the  Commissioners  to  the  following  coUectors,  urging  increased  activity, 
would  be  of  service — Kelly,  for  BaHyshannon ; Daly,  for  Buudoran ; Farrv,  for 
Deven  sh  ; Wilson,  for  Churcbhill ; and  Mackey,  for  Ballintea;  the  last  particu- 
larly, who,  with  a good  division,  is  considerably  behind,  and  has  all  through  been 
slow  in  liis  collection : if  he  used  proper  exertion  he  would  be  enabled  to  lodge 
60l.  or  70 1.  weekly.  Tiffony,  the  new  collector  for  Glenade,  made  a small  lodge- 
ment this  week ; and  I trust  the  example  given  by  the  dismissal  of  his  predecessor 
will  have  its  effect  on  him  and  the  other  collectors. 


Ballyshannja 

Union. 
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Reply  to  tie  foregoing: — March  11,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  will  address  the  collectors  as 
you  recommend. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  7,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  dated  the  2nd  of  March,  directing  me  to  report  at 
length,  when  I had  obtained  the  necessary  information  regarding  the  death  of  a 
woman,  named  Kerrigan,  reported  by  Sub-Inspector  Rowan,  and  which  took  place 
at  Muckenagh,  near  Garrison,  in  this  Union ; I have  now  the  honour  to  transmit 
all  the  information  I have  been  unable  to  obtain  on  the  subject . 

Susan  Kerrigan,  the  deceased,  applied  upon  the  12th  of  January,  to  Mr.  Michael 
Daly,  the  relieving  officer  of  the  Bundoran  district,  and  on  the  13th  she  got 
admission  to  the  workhouse.  February  the  7th  ultimo,  at  her  own  request,  she 
was  discharged,  and  no  more  was  heard  of  her  until  the  report  ot  her  death  by 
Sub-Inspector  Rowan.  I have  no  doubt  that  want  and  cold  caused  it,  but  the  re- 
lieving officer  did  his  duty  by  her,  and  so  did  the  Guardians  ot  the  Union.  It  was 
her  own  free  will  and  choice  to  leave  the  workhouse,  and  no  one  is  to  blame  in  the 
matter,  as  she  had  immediate  relief  upon  her  application  for  it. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  12,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  my  report  for  the  past  week. 

I attended  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  Wednesday,  Friday,  and 
Saturday.  Thursday  I was  present  at  the  petty  sessions  where  some  rate  cases 
were  to  be  heard,  and  one  or  two  in  which  rescues  of  cattle  seized  by  the  collector 
had  taken  place. 

A case  arose  about  which  the  magistrates  had  some  doubts,  and  begged  I would 
write,  stating  the  circumstances,  and  obtain  a reply.  A man  was  summoned 
for  rate  of  a holding  valued  under  4 1.,  and  although  he  was  valued  elsewhere 
above  8/.,  he  disputed  payment ; both  the  holdings  were  in  the  same  electoral 
division,  but  not  held  under  one  landlord.  It  appeared  to  me  if  his  holdings 
in  the  Union  computed  together  exceeded  4 1.  value,  he  was  liable  for  each 
separately. 

I have  much  satisfaction  in  stating,  that  considerable  progress  has  been  made 
towards  the  improvement  of  the  workhouse  and  yards.  The  workhouse  has 
been  undergoing  a thorough  cleansing  and  whitewashing.  The  wooden  fever- 
sheds  are  in  progress  of  improvement,  and  being  covered  with  tar  and  canvas. 
Stone-breaking  under  the  superintendence  of  the  assistant- master,  is  closely 
attended  to ; the  female  paupers  employed  in  making-up  clothing  for  the  inmates  ; 
and  I trust  the  result  will  be,  that  the  entire  establishment  will  shortly  present  a 
very  different  and  greatly  improved  appearance. 

I think  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  an  extended  order,  permitting  widows 
with  one  child  and  orphans  to  receive  out-door  relief  might  be  issued  in  this 
Union,  as  it  is  not  possible  that  greater  workhouse  accommodation  can  be  provided 
than  there  is  at  present,  and  putting  such  cases  into  the  workhouse  precludes  the 
possibility  of  the  test  so  necessary  to  able-bodied.  I am  ill  hope  that  the  relief 
afforded  by  the  British  Association,  with  the  employment  that  the  opening  spring 
work  will  produce,  may  have  the  effect  of  relieving  the  rate-payers  of  the  burden 
of  supporting  this  class  for  some  time  to  come,  and  I only  regret  that  a Union  so 
highly  capable  of  permanent  and  remunerative  improvement  should  remain  in  the 
neglected  condition,  that  sooner  or  later,  and  when  extraneous  aid  is  withdrawn, 
must  inevitably  throw  the  able-bodied  as  well  as  the  infirm  upon  the  rates  for 
support. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  16,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  liability  of  an  occupier  of  a 
tenement  valued  at  less  than  41.  per  annum,  to  the  rate  made  in  respect  of  such 
tenement,  he  being  valued  elsewhere  above  Si.,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners 
to  state,  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  the  aggregate  value  of  the  rateable  here- 
ditaments occupied  by  him  in  the  Union  is  greater  than  41. , he  is  liable  to  the  rate, 
and  the  immediate  lessor  ought  not  to  be  rated,  even  though  the  annual  value  of 
any  one  or  more  of  the  holdings  may  be  less  than  41. 
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The  Commissioners  have  directed  that  an  order  he  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ealjyshannon 

your  suggestion,  permitting  widows  with  one  child  and  orphans,  to  receive  out-door  — ’ 
relief  in  Ballyshannon  Union. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  14,  1848. 

Having  heard  of  the  death  of  a woman  in  the  division  of  Boho,  which  was 
attributed  to  starvation,  I thought  it  my  duty  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances, 
and  for  that  purpose  proceeded  yesterday  to  Cornacully  or  Tibawn,  where  it  oc- 
curred, and  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  information  I obtained. 

The  deceased  woman,  Mary  Hart,  had  but  10  days  recovered  from  fever,  and  on 
Sunday  morning,  the  12tli  instant,  had  gone  to  the  house  of  Mr.  James  Magrath, 
the  Guardian  of  the  electoral  division  of  Boho,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a 
portion  of  a sum  of  4/.  which  her  husband  had  sent  her  from  America,  and  placed 
for  safe  keeping  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Magrath.  During  her  illness,  from  time  to 
time,  he  had  supplied  her  with  meal,  money,  and  the  various  necessaries  she  stood 
in  need  of,  and  on  this  occasion  gave  her  15s.  The  country  about  this  place  is 
hilly  or  mountainous,  and  she  lived  a couple  of  miles  from  the  high  road  and  near 
the  summit  of  the  hills ; there  being  no  road  or  pathway  to  follow,  and  that  I 
might  ascertain  the  fullest  particulars,  I left  my  car  on  the  high  road,  and  took  the 
direction  which  she  did  on  her  return  from  Mr.  Magrath’s  house,  until  I arrived 
at  the  spot  in  which  the  body  was  found.  It  appears  to  me  that  although  she  had 
recovered  the  fever,  that  she  was  in  a weak  state,  and  the  walk  down  the  hills 
and  then  the  return  up  them  had  exhausted  her ; and  a small  swamp  lying  in  her 
way  she  tripped  in  stepping  from  place  to  place  to  get  over  it  dry,  and  fell  on 
her  face,  and  had  not  strength  (o  recover,  and  was  either  drowned  or  suffocated. 
The  coroner  had  not  arrived  up  to  5 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  as  I had  a drive 
of  some  15  or  16  miles  to  return  I did  not  wait  longer.  I saw,  however,  all  the 
persons  who  could  give  any  information  in  regard  to  the  circumstance,  and  have, 
no  doubt,  that  she  did  not  come  by  her  death  owing  to  want,  but  that  it  was 
accidental,  and  probably  consequent  on  her  weak  condition  from  her  previous 
illness. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners: — March  16,  1S48. 

In  my  report,  which  will  be  forwarded  at  the  close  of  the  week,  I shall 
advert  to  the  system  of  baking  by  contract,  which  the  Guardians  have  resolved  to 
adopt,  and  state  my  opinion  of  the  advantages  over  its  performance  in  the  work- 
house.  Kelly,  the  collector  for  Ballyshannon  division,  waited  on  the  Guardians 
and  stated  that  he  had  just  experienced  a very  determined  rescue  of  cattle  he  had 
seized  for  rate ; and  that  this  so  frequently  occurred  now,  that  unless  force  was 
given  to  protect  him,  he  could  not  collect  the  balance  of  rate  still  outstanding. 
The  magistrates  who  were  present  said  they  were  willing  to  afford  him  every 
assistance,  but  feared  the  police  officer  would  not  accompany  him  without  directions 
to  that  effect  from  head  quarters.  I think  that  a show  of  force  for  one  day  would 
have  the  effect  of  proving  the  folly  of  resistance,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  alone  is 
required  to  produce  again  a peaceful  and  general  payment  of  the  rate.  Up  to 
this  the  collectors  have  been  receiving  from  the  most  wealthy,  and  more  difficulty 
will  be  experienced  with  those  persons  from  whom  it  is  now  due. 

The  Guardians  requested  me  to  inquire  whether  persons  guilty  of  permitting 
their  families  to  be  relieved  in  the  workhouse  are  all  to  be  sent  to  this  county 
gaol ; as  the  Union  extends  into  three  counties,  they  think  it  hard  that  a person 
whose  family  belongs  to  either  of  the  others  should  be  committed  in.  Donegal,  and 
thus  throw  the  expense  of  maintaining  all  such  cases  solely  upon  it. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  21,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  forwarded  a copy  of  that 
part  ot  your  report  respecting  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the  collector  of  the 
Ballyshannon  electoral  division  in  the  collection  of  the  rate,  to  the  Under-Secretary, 
for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
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Baliysharmon  Further  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  Mr.  D Arcy  : April  19,  1848. 

-Union.  The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  that  part  of  your  report 

dated  the  16th  ultimo,  in  which  you  request  to  be  informed  whether  persons 
sniiltv  of  permitting;  their  families  to  he  relieved  in  the  workhouse  are  all  to  be 
sent  to  the  county  gaol  of  Donegal,  the  Union  extending  into  three  counties  and 
the  Guardians  being  of  opinion  that  it  is  hard  that  a person  whose  family  be  ongs 
to  either  of  the  other  counties  should  be  committed  in  Donegal,  and  thus  throw 
the  whole  expense  of  the  case  upon  that  county.  . , 

In  reference  thereto,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  the 
question  appears  to  be  one  which  is  for  the  consideration  of  the  convicting  magis- 
trates. The  Commissioners  presume,  however,  that  the  gaol  to  which  persons 
convicted  of  deserting  or  neglecting  to  maintain  their  families  should  be  sent  is  the 
gaol  of  the  county  in  which  the  offence  was  committed. 


Mr.  D’ Arcy  to  the  Commissioners: — March  19,  1848. 

Mr.  Green,  of  Ballyshannon,  a very  extensive  baker,  has  contracted  to  supply 
storage  for  rye-meal,  and  bake  it  for  the  use  of  the  workhouse,  at  25s.  per  ton, 
engaging  to  return  3200  pounds  of  bread  for  each  2240  pounds  of  meal  (other- 
wise ton,)  that  he  received  from  the  Guardians.  He  stated  that  he  might  be 
able  to  make  a greater  return,  even  so  much  as  3300  pounds  and  upwards ; but 
that  he  would  not  bind  himself  to  more  than  the  former  quantity.  The  Guar- 
dians now  propose  to  lay  in  a supply  of  rye  meal  from  the  Commissariat  stores  at 
Sligo,  and  have  ordered  30  tons,  and  will  make  this  bread  the  principal  food  of  the 
workhouse. 

I cannot  suppose  that  it  is  possible  to  supply  a cheaper  article  of  food.  Ihe 
meal  here,  carriage  included,  will  stand  in  71.  10s.  per  ton,  baking  and  storage 
1/.  5s. ; and  thus  give  3200  pounds  of  bread  for  8 1 15s.,  which  will  be  but  a 
minute  fraction  above  one  halfpenny  per  pound. 

I am  inclined  to  think  that  the  supply  of  bread  by  contract,  is  preferable  to 
the  erection  of  ovens  in  workhouses,  even  were  it  practicable  in  all ; here  it 
would  not  be  so,  without  building  for  the  purpose : by  the  one  system  the  cost 
can  be  exactly  calculated,  by  the  other  it  cannot,  as  fuel,  &c.,  &c.,  and  the  other 
matters  required  (independent  of  meal),  are  supplied  the  workhouse  in  large 
quantities,  and  the  precise  amount  of  each  used  in  the  baking  would  not  be 
known;  add  to  this  that  no  species  of  labour  is  more  open  to  peculation,  and 
that  it  would  surely  be  practised  if  the  most  careful  and  constant  surveillance  was 
not  exercised. 

It  is  of  course  easy  to  euter  into  calculations  of  what  each  ton  of  meal  baked 
would  cost,  or  rather  should  cost,  but  I think  the  actual  expenditure  would  exceed 
the  calculation.  By  contract,  it  is  an  ascertained  matter,  that  there  can  be  no 
mistake  about ; the  cost  of  the  four-pound  loaf  of  rye  bread,  at  the  price  we  pay 
for  meal,  baking,  &c.,  being  exactly  2 d.  and  five-twelfths,  and  I am  convinced 
that  baking  by  contract  will,  on  the  whole,  be  found  more  economical  and  satis- 
factory. 

Mr.  Otway  attended  the  Board  this  day,  and  seeing  how  cheaply  this  bread  was 
produced,  and  being  convinced  by  a specimen  of  it,  which  was  exhibited,  that  it  was 
wholesome  and  nutritious  food,  strongly  recommended  to  the  Guardians  that  it 
should  be  given  in  place  of  money  for  out-door  relief ; upon  his  pressing  it,  and 
plainly  showing  the  advantage  of  relieving  in  food,  it  was  resolved  that  this  course 
should  in  future  be  adopted. 

I regret  to  say,  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  spring,  little  is  yet  done  in  the 
way  of  cropping  the  land.  In  the  electoral  division  of  Glenade,  I have  reason  to 
believe,  that  little  or  no  grain  crop  will  be  sown,  as  it  is  a very  poor  and  mountain 
soil,  and  is  so  worn  with  white  crops,  that  the  people  fear  to  sow  them.  Potatoes ' 
they  will  plant  as  far  as  they  can  possibly  obtain  seed ; and  the  hope  in  their 
success  is  now  very  general,  from  the  sound  and  healthy  appearance  they  have 
preserved  to  the  present  period. 

The  introduction  of  rye  bread  will  serve  to  accustom  the  people  to  a food  that 
moory  and  mountain  soil  will  produce,  and  which  may  be  sown  with  certainty  of 
success  where  barley  or  oats  might  be  doubtful,  and  thus,  in  some  degree,  supply 
the  loss  of  the  potato  in  such  districts.  Laying  aside  altogether,  its  economy  as 
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workhouse  food,  I hold  its  use  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  country  as  Ballysbannon 
most  valuable.  ' Union, 

I would  beg  to  remark  the  great  benefit  that  might  he  derived  from  the  visit  of 
a practical  instructor  to  this  Union,  and  would  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of  the 
Commissioners. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  D’Arcy  -.—March  22,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  which  refers  to  the  use  of  rye 
bread  in  the  Union,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  learn,  with  great 
satisfaction,  that  rye  bread  has  been  introduced  as  an  article  of  food  for  the  inmates 
of  the  workhouse,  and  for  those  who  are  on  the  out-door  relief  lists,  as  the  Com- 
missioners are  convinced  that  it  will  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  population  generally, 
if  it  is  found  practicable  to  introduce  gradually  a rye  diet  in  certain  parts  of 
Ireland. 

In  regard  to  the  expediency  of  Guardians  undertaking  to  bake  their  own  bread 
in  workhouses,  the  Commissioners  have  to  observe,  that  they  have  never  laid 
down  any  regulation  on  this  point,  and  that  they  deem  it  advisable  to  leave  it 
open  to  the  discretion  of  each  individual  Board  of  Guardians.  The  Commis- 
sioners have  had  occasion  more  than  once  to  consider  this  question  on  which  there 
has  been  ample  experience ; and  the  conclusion  at  which  they  have  arrived  is, 
that  with  first-rate  workhouse  officers  bread  may  be  baked  in  a workhouse  with 
some  advantages;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  system  opens  the  door  to  so  many 
irregularities  and  to  so  much  malversation,  that  it  would  not  be  found  to  auswer, 
if  introduced  universally. 

The  Commissioners  will  communicate  your  views  to  the  Royal  Agricultural 
Improvement  Society,  as  to  the  importance  of  sending  a practical  instructor  in 
agriculture  to  the  Union. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners: — April  2,  1848. 

I found  that  no  Board  meetings  had  been  held  on  the  W ednesday  and  Fri- 
day as  usual,  and  which  have  not  before  been  omitted  since  I first  recommended 
to  the  Guardians  the  adoption  of  that  measure.  I found  it  impossible  to  transact 
the  business  as  it  arose  unless  this  was  done,  without  the  risk  of  its  getting  into 
arrear,  and  at  the  same  time  it  was  a security  against  provisional  relief  becom- 
ing extensive,  as  few  cases,  although  they  might  be  urgent,  could  he  so  sudden 
that  they  required  it  without  an  order  of  the  Board,  where  its  decision  might 
he  obtained  three  times  a- week. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I impressed  on  the  Board  the  necessity  of  regular 
meetings  in  future,  three  times,  or  at  least  twice  a-week,  and  I have  every 
reason  to  believe  they  will  again  regularly  hold  them. 

Tenders  were  received  for  the  supply  of  rye-meal  bread  to  be  given  as  out- 
door relief  in  place  of  money,  and  Mr.  Greene,  of  Ballyshannon,  was  declared 
the  contractor  at  3d.  the  4lb.  loaf,  to  be  delivered  at  the  depots  in  each  division 
to  the  relieving  officers ; and  I must  say  I think  this  very  cheap,  when  the 
carriage  is  taken  into  account. 

I am  happy  to  say,  that  the  use  of  this  bread,  as  food  in  the  workhouse,  is 
found  to  answer,  and  tlxat  the  general  health  of  the  establishment  has  improved 
within  the  past  fortnight,  which  shows  that  it  is  wholesome,  and  if  not  so  pala- 
table as  other  food,  it  will  become  an  additional  test  of  destitution. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  is  not  so  far  forward  as  I expected,  and  proves  I 
was  right  in  the  opinion  I expressed  to  the  Commissioners  in  January,  that  if 
the  spring  so  whig  commenced  before  its  completion,  greater  difficulty  would  be 
experienced;  still,  on  the  whole,  I cannot  complain.  6037/.  11s.  9f d.  having 
been  paid  to  the  treasurer  from  the  18th  of  December  last  up  to  the  1st  instant; 
thus  in  a period  of  little  more  than  three  months  1211/.  17s.  5 Jd.  has  been  col- 
lected more  than  what  was  paid  during  the  four  years  and  a-half  preceding  the 
29th  of  September  last,  as  up  to  that  date  the  sum  brought  to  account  amounted 
only  to  4S25/.  14s.  4 d.,  and  I think  this  remarkable  as  evidencing  what  may  be 
done  by  showing  a determination  to  enforce  the  payment  of  rate  without  respect 
to  persons ; and  I am  glad  to  say,  that  the  Board  seem  now  satisfied  of  the 
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benefit  the  Union  has  derived  from  the  adoption  of  this  course.  On  Saturday 
Mr.  Dickson,  in  much  too  flattering  terms  as  regarded  me,  admitted  the  im- 
proved condition  of  the  Union,  and  many  of  the  Guardians  thanked  me  for  the 
persevering  determination  with  which  I had  urged  the  collection  of  the  rate 
against  them  as  well  as  others ; being  now  convinced  of  the  benefit  of  that 
course,  although  at  first  they  had  spoken  to  me,  and  of  me,  in  no  very  measured 
terms. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — ■April  4,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  resident  magistrate  to  whom 
I applied  for  protection  to  Kelly,  the  collector  for  the  Ballyshannon  division, 
on  a sworn  information,  refused  till  he  applied  to  head  quarters,  and  I would 
beg  to  impress  on  the  Commissioners,  that  these  delays  are  most  eagerly  seized 
by  the  people,  as  indications  of  doubt  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the  rate.  It  is  now 
a fortnight  since  I reported  the  necessity  of  aid,  and  we  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  it  since ; the  last  week  rescues  were  made  in  Kinlough,  Churchill,  and 
Innismacsaint,  and  I do  believe  it  to  be  in  consequence  of  the  collector  having 
been  foiled  in  this  division.  In  fact  they  have  grown  bold  by  success  and 
impunity.  If  the  aid  I require  for  the  collectors  is  promptly  afforded,  I will 
undertake  that  within  a mere  trifle,  all  the  outstanding  rate  shall  be  collected ; 
but  should  delays  and  obstruction  take  place  in  obtaining  aid,  I fear  little 
indeed  of  what  now  remains  due  will  be  recovered. 

When  the  rescues  were  made,  had  instant  protection  been  given  to  the  col- 
lector to  enable  him  to  levy  a distress  next  day,  it  would  have  had  a salutary 
effect,  and  we  should  not  have  had  those  which  have  followed. 

I trust  that  the  Commissionei-s  will  be  good  enough  to  give  this  matter 
immediate  attention,  as  it  is  important  that  further  delay  should  not  take  place. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  6,  1 848. 

The  Commissioners  will  forward  a copy  of  your  reportto  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners: — April  9,  1848. 

The  collector  of  the  Ballintra  division  suffered  rescues  of  cattle  distrained 
in  five  separate  cases  on  Friday,  and  I am  informed  was  much  abused  and  beaten. 
Had  more  prompt  assistance  been  rendered  when  the  collector  for  the  Bally- 
shannon  division  swore  informations,  matters  would  not  now  wear  so  threatening 
an  aspect,  and  I again  must  repeat  my  conviction,  that  a very  little  determination 
exhibited  in  the  first  instance  would  have  saved  much  trouble  now,  and  every 
day  that  passes  without  steps  being  taken  to  uphold  the  collectors,  and  enforce 
the  law  will  but  increase  the  difficulty. 

The  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  is  much  improved,  and  the 
number  in  the  fever  sheds  and  infirmary  considerably  decreased ; on  the  1 1th  of 
March,  227  were  under  medical  treatment,  and  on  the  8th  instant,  112. 

Fever  is  on  the  increase  generally  through  the  country,  and  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  the  workhouse  should  be  exempt. 

The  schoolmistress  has  been  in  fever,  but  is  now  recovering. 

The  master  is  still  unable  to  attend  to  his  duties,  and  I fear  his  perfect  con- 
valescence is  more  remote  than  I had  supposed,  however,  I trust,  that  at 
the  farthest  a week  or  ten  days  will  complete  his  recovery. 

The  pressure  for  relief  has  somewhat  lessened  since  the  opening  of  spring 
labour,  the  number  in  the  workhouse  on  the  8th  being  but  7i2,  but  this  will 
not  be  of  long  duration,  and  from  the  middle  of  May  till  the  1st  of  September, 
it  will  again  considerably  increase. 

I beg  again  to  draw  particular  attention  to  the  backward  state  of  culture  of 
the  farms  of  the  small  holders.  I drove  during  the  week,  some  80  or  90 
miles  backwards  and  forwards  visiting  schools,  and  it  is  quite  alarming  to  see 
how  little  is  done  at  so  advanced  a period ; in  fact,  nothing  is  done  in  the  way 
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of  eora  sowing,  with  the  exception  of  a little  near  the  town  of  Ballyshannon  Bailyshanncn 

and  Bundoran ; potatoes  will  be  planted  as  far  as  they  can  procure  seed-,  some  .Union, 
holders  of  four  and  five  acres  told  me  they  would  not  attempt  to  raise  any 
other  crop,  that  the  land  was  too  much  worn  out  to  give  com ; in  some  instances 
I found  them  breaking  fresh  lea  land,  and  on  enquiry  why  they  did  so,  the 
reply  invariably  was,  “the  old  land  is  not  able  to  give  a crop,  and  we  must 
“ break  this.” 

This  state  of  things  has  entirely  resulted  from  the  loss  of  the  potato,  which 
was  the  only  means  they  were  acquainted  with  of  manuring  the  land,  and 
bringing  it  into  that  state  of  tilth  which  would  render  it  fit  to  bear  white 
crops.  Unless  an  exertion  is  now  made  to  stimulate  them,  and  improve  their 
knowledge  in  this  respect,  each  succeeding  year  matters  will  become  worse, 
till  at  last  the  land  of  the  small  holders  will  be  reduced  to  a mere  caput 
mortuum. 

I am  quite  aware  that  the  landlords  and  proprietors  are  the  parties  who 
should  for  their  own  sakes,  as  well  as  that  of  their  tenantry,  endeavour  to 
remedy  this  state  of  things,  but  just  now  were  a practical  instructor  sent  here, 
it  would  have  the  effect  of  rousing  the  attention  of  the  people,  and  1 have  no 
doubt  that  considerable  benefit  would  be  produced  by  his  visit. 

Little  or  no  improvement  of  a permanent  nature  is  in  progress ; the  only 
persons  who  took  money  under  the  Land  Improvement  Bill  are  Messrs.  Bloom- 
field Dickson  and  the  late  Captain  Johnston.  No  Union,  perhaps,  in  Ireland, 
presents  at  so  small  expense  so  wide  a field  for  improvement,  and  this  by  no 
means  of  a doubtful  or  speculative  nature ; the  mere  drainage  of  the  arable  land 
alone,  without  attempting  the  reclamation  of  bog  or  mountain,  would  for  a 
considerable  time  to  come  give  employment,  and  would  greatly  more  than 
double  the  produce  of  the  land ; three-fourths  of  the  land  I may  say  is  literally 
floating  in  water,  with  falls  for  drainage  to  be  had  on  every  side,  and  an 
abundance  of  stone. 

Complaints  are  daily  made  of  the  pressure  of  rates,  and  statements  of  the 
necessity  of  the  Government  doing  something  to  assist  in  alleviating  the  burden, 
and  this  by  the  very  persons  who  will  by  no  means  be  induced,  in  the  smallest 
degree,  to  clap  their  own  shoulders  to  the  wheel. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — April  12,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  wrill  communicate  with  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant on  the  subject  of  the  rescue  to  which  you  advert. 

They  ■will  also  forward  an  extract  from  your  report  to  the  Royal  Agricultural 
Improvement  Society. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners: — April  16,  1848. 

I forward  a copy  of  informations  sworn  by  Kelly,  the  collector  for  Bally- 
shannon division,  and  beg  to  impress  on  the  Commissioners  that  unless  assist- 
ance is  given  at  once,  the  collection  of  the  rate  may  be  considered  at  an  end  in  this 
Union.  Messrs.  Atkinson,  Davis,  Allingham,  and  Dickson,  the  magistrates 
who  were  in  attendance  as  ex-officio  Guardians  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  all  said 
they  did  not  consider  that  the  collector’s  life  would  be  safe,  did  he  attempt 
further  to  levy  distresses,  and  I am  decidedly  of  opinion,  had  a little  assistance 
been  afforded  earlier,  it  would  have  obviated  the  necessity  for  much  greater 
now ; those  who  have  pai.d  their  rates,  complain  and  think  fairly  that  they  are 
or  will  be  sufferers,  should  the  law  not  be  fully  enforced  against  those  who 
are  now  giving  opposition,  and  I would  respectfully  impress  on  the  Commis- 
sioners the  importance  of  prompt  and  vigorous  aid. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  :• — April  18,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  transmitted  a copy  of 
that  portion  of  your  report  which  relates  to  opposition  to  the  collection  of  rate, 
together  with  a copy  of  the  depositions  of  the  collectors  forwarded  by  you,  to 
His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  D’Arcy: — April  20,  1848. 

Adverting  to  their  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  in  reply  to  your  commu- 
nication on  the  subject  of  the  collection  of  rates  in  Ballyshannon  Union,  I am 
directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  are  desirous  that  whenever 
a collector  has  reasonable  grounds  for  requiring  the  assistance  of  the  police  or 
military  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  should  make  formal  depositions  for 
that  purpose  accordingly  before  magistrates,  and  if  these  depositions  are  dis- 
regarded, the  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that  his  Excellency  will  deal  with 
the  case  as  the  circumstances  may  require. 

The  depositions  of  Edward  Kelly  and  James  Flanagan  transmitted  by  you  hi 
your  letter  of  the  1 6th  instant,  do  not  seem  to  the  Commissioners  to  be  a 
formal  foundation  for  requesting  the  assistance  of  the  police,  but  to  have  been 
rather  a foundation  for  proceeding  against  the  parties  mentioned  in  these  depo- 
sitions as  having  violated  the  law. 


Mr.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners:- — April  23,  1848. 

Saturday,  I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  after  the  routine  busi- 
ness had  been  transacted,  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers,  &c.  examined,  and 
initialed,  considerable  discussion  arose  respecting  the  taking  of  Mr.  Greene’s  store 
as  ail  extension  to  the  workhouse  accommodation,  as  suggested  in  a letter  from 
Dr.  Simon  Sheil  to  the  Commissioners.  I pointed  out  to  the  Guardians  that  it 
would  be  well  to  be  prepared  for  the  pressure  which  I anticipated  would  arise, 
when  the  work  occasioned  by  the  sowing  of  the  crops  ceased ; and  also  stated, 
that  I must  gradually  reduce  the  issues  of  food  to  the  schools  until  it  should 
finally  cease  the  1st  of  July,  when  there  was  no  doubt,  that  many  now  supported 
by  charity  must  then  be  supported  by  rates.  The  Guardians  acknowledged 
this,  and  said  they  were  quite  ready  to  take  the  question  of  additional  work- 
house  accommodation  into  consideration,  but  they  were  not  at  all  prepared  to 
do  so  on  the  suggestion  made  by  Dr.  Sheil ; and  Mr.  Allingham  again  stated, 
that  the  store  was  liable  to  be  under  water  at  high  tides,  and  in  his  opinion  unfit 
for  the  purpose ; however,  after  much  discussion,  the  Guardians  resolved  to 
take  timely  steps  to  meet  any  pressure  that  may  arise;  and  although  in  the 
first  instance,  when  some  months  since,  I proposed  that  they  should  take  addi- 
tional workhouse  accommodation,  they  were  much  opposed  to  it ; they  now  see 
the  advantage  it  has  been  to  the  Union,  and  will,  I am  satisfied,  readily  increase 
its  extent  when  it  becomes  necessary. 

I have  been  anxiously  looking  forward  to  the  completion  of  the  collection  of 
the  current  rate,  or  at  least  so  much  of  it  as  it  will  be  possible  to  make  avail- 
able, and  I regret  to  say,  that  the  hope  I had  entertained,  that  this  month  would 
have  brought  it  to  a close,  will  not  be  realized.  The  arrear  of  the  last  rate 
amounted  to  nearly  200/!.,  and  to  that,  will  in  all  probability  be  added  200/. 
more  of  this  rate ; so  that  something  over  600/.  is  still  outstanding,  which  I think 
it  is  possible  to  collect.  In  the  Ballyshannon  and  Bandoran  divisions,  on  which 
the  greatest  sum  is  still  due,  there  are  many  holdings  occupied  as  grazing  farms, 
and  these  will  not  be  stocked  for  the  summer,  until  the  10th  or  12th  of  May; 
so  that  at  present,  distresses  cannot  be  found  on  the  premises.  Other  cases 
have  arisen  where  distresses  may  be  found,  but  difficulties  have  arisen,  and 
rescues  have  taken  place,  which  have  retarded  the  collection ; however,  as  there 
is  a handsome  balance  still  to  the  credit  of  the  Guardians,  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer,  this  delay  is  not  of  such  serious  importance  as  it  otherwise  might  be. 
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Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners: — February  5,  1848. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  my  appointment  as  Temporary 
Inspector  of  this  Union  ; and  I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information 
of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that  I arrived  here  upon  the  3rd  instant  to 
commence  the  duties  of  my  office. 

I have  been  engaged  during  yesterday  and  to-day  in  visiting  the  Union  work- 
house,  the  state  of  which  is  very  far  from  satisfactory.  The  hospital  and 
infirmaries  are  crowded  to  excess.  The  men  and  boys  had  been  moved  to  a 
house  taken  by  the  Guardians  for  additional  accommodation ; and  the  men 
and  boys’  wards  are  filled  with  women  and  children,  who,  from  want  of 
clothing,  have  not  yet  been  classified,  and  whose  appearance  is  truly  miserable. 

In  the  other  side  of  the  house,  where  the  women  and  girls  are'  in  a degree 
classified,  the  wards  are  very  clean  ; and  although  the  clothing  of  the  paupers 
is  in  a wretched  state,  they  are  in  comparative  comfort  to  those  in  the  men’s 
wards. 

The  Guardians  having  at  length  been  induced  to  order  a supply  of  clothes, 
they  are  being  made  as  fast  as  possible ; and  I am  turning  my  first  attention  to 
getting  the  paupers  clothed  and  classified,  and  the  repairs  required  in  the 
additional  house  completed. 

I find  that  the  Guardians  have  appointed  a certain  number  of  stewards  under 
each  relieving  officer,  for  the  purpose  of  employing  the  men  who  are  receiving 
out-door  relief  at  stone-breaking. 

I have  directed  the  relieving  officers  to  send  me  a return  of  the  number  of 
stewards  appointed  under  each,  the  number  of  men  told  off  to  each  steward, 
and  the  locality  where  each  gang  is  employed.  I have  insisted  upon  every 
man  who  is  receiving  relief  being  compelled  to  perform  a good  day’s  work  at 
breaking  stones;  and  I purpose  visiting  each  district  to  see  my  directions 
properly  carried  out. 

From  having  been  here  for  so  very  short  a time,  I am  unable  at  present  to 
state  as  fully  as  I could  wish,  the  condition  in  which  I find  this  Union  ; but  I 
hope  after  the  next  Board  day  to  make  a more  full  and  satisfactory  report  to 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  to  lay  before  them  what  I have  done  and 
purpose  doing;  in  order  to  have  their  instructions  and  wishes  carried  into 
effect. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners: — February  11,  1848. 

I yesterday  attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
for  this  Union. 

There  are  at  present  1190  paupers  in  the  workhouse,  that  number  being  290 
more  than  it  is  intended  to  contain.  There  are  260  men  and  boys  in  that  part 
of  the  additional  house  that  is  at  present  completed.  The  hospital  and  infirmaries 
are  crowded  to  excess. 

I have  visited  the  house  every  day  since  my  arrival  here,  and  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  describe  the  disorder  and  confusion  that  exist  in  every  part  of  it. 
In  fact  I can  safely  state,  that  writh  the  exception  of  the  clerk’s  office  and  the 
girls’  school  there  is  not  one  department  of  the  house  in  which  the  business  is 
carried  on  in  the  manner  in  which  it  ought  to  be. 

The  Guardians  appear  hitherto  to  have  performed  their  duty  in  a most 
negligent  and  irregular  manner.  There  is  no  entry  in  the  visiting-book  since 
the  year  1846,  and  I understand  that  although  Visiting  Committees  were  fre- 
quently formed  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board  they  rarely  if  ever  made  an 
inspection  of  the  workhouse. 

A supply  of  clothing  for  the  paupers  has  long  been  required,  but  the  Board 
delayed  so  long  in  ordering  it  that  at  present  nearly  one  half  of  the  inmates  of 
the  house  wear  their  own  clothes,  and  - consequently  cannot  be  classified;  and 
those  that  have  the  workhouse  dress  are  almost  in  rags.  However  I trust  that 
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in  less  than  a fortnight  this  will  be  remedied,  as  the  Guardians  have  at  length 
consented  to  order  a supply  of  materials,  which  are  being  made  up  as  fast  as 
possible. 

The  master  has  only  been  appointed  a few  weeks,  and  although  very  inex- 
perienced is  an  active  intelligent  man,  and  seems  most  anxious  to  do  his  best, 
and  I think  that  when  he  has  had  a little  more  practice  he  will  perform  his 
duty  satisfactorily. 

I have  assembled  all  the  relieving  officers  of  the  Union,  and  have  explained 
to  them  the  manner  in  which  the  test  of  stone-breaking  is  to  be  applied  to  those 
men  receiving  relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act.  I directed  them  to 
require  from  each  of  the  stewards  appointed  to  superintend  the  different  gangs 
a return  at  the  end  of  every  week,  stating  the  number  of  days’  work  performed 
by  every  man,  and  that  for  every  day  that  a man  has  omitted  to  come  to  work, 
a day’s  rations  is  to  be  stopped  from  himself  and  his  family. 

I propose  visiting  every  district  myself,  and  examining  the  relieving  officers 
and  stewards’  books,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  when  the  system  is  rigidly 
enforced,  the  numbers  receiving  relief  will  very  quickly  diminish. 

I find  that  of  the  rate  struck  in  May,  1847,  there  is  at  present  uncollected  a 
sum  of  about  9435/.  I have  directed  all  the  collectors  to  assemble  here  on 
Wednesday  next,  and  to  have  a list  made  out  of  the  persons  who  have  not  yet 
paid  the  amount  of  their  rate.  I shall  by  that  means  ascertain  who  are  the 
principal  defaulters,  and  what  course  it  will  be  advisable  to  pursue  in  order  to 
enforce  the  collection  of  the  remainder. 

I stated  yesterday  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  the  condition  in  which  I found 
the  house,  and  requested  that  they  would  appoint  a Visiting  Committee  who 
would  undertake  to  inspect  it  regularly.  A Committee  was  accordingly  formed, 
who  have  promised  to  attend  twice  during  the  week,  and  I purpose  accompa- 
nying them,  and  trust  that  in  that  way  we  shall  by  degrees  get  the  house 
cleaner  and  into  better  order,  and  the  inmates  properly  classified. 

I then  suggested  that  this  Committee  should  be  empowered  by  the  Guardians 
to  make  what  arrangements  they  considered  necessary  for  getting  the  additional 
house  completed,  and  prepared  for  the  reception  of  women  as  well  as  men.  I 
laid  before  the  Board  a plan  that  I considered  advisable,  by  which  the  house 
might  be  arranged  so  as  to  contain  about  400  men  and  boys,  and  140  women; 
and  if  my  proposal  was  carried,  we  should  have  room  for  and  be  able  to  apply 
the  workhouse  test  to  about  100  men  with  their  families,  who  are  now  in  receipt 
of  relief  under  section  2 of  the  Act.  This  was  also  consented  to  by  the  Board, 
and  I hope  in  less  than  a fortnight  to  have  my  intentions  in  that  respect  carried 
into  effect. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  quite  agreed  with  me  as  to  the  disorderly  state  of 
the  workhouse,  and  I am  happy  to  say  that  I found  them  most  willing  to  second 
me  m everything  that  I proposed  for  its  improvement ; and  if  the  same  feclin°- 
should  continue  to  exist,  I have  no  doubt  but  that  I shall  be  able  very  soon  to 
effect  the  changes  that  I wish,  and  that  the  affairs  of  the  workhouse  and  the 
Union  will  assume  a very  different  aspect. 

I trust  that  the  course  which  I am  at  present  pursuing  will  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  17,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  approve  the  steps  you  have  taken 
and  they  trust  that  your  presence  and  exertions  in  Cashel  Union  will  be  the 
means  of  producing  a more  satisfactory  state  of  things  than  at  present  exists  in 
that  Union. 

With  reference  to  your  statement  that  there  are  at  present  1190  paupers  in 
the  workhouse— 290  more  than  it  was  intended  to  contain— the  Commissioners 
request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  state  whether  any  part  of  this  number  is 
contained  in  additional  buildings  recently  obtained  by  the  Guardians  The 
Commissioners  on  the  24th  March  last  issued  an  order  limiting  the  number  to 
be  accommodated  in  the  buildings  which  were  then  available  to  900  and  they 
have  had  such  decisive  experience  of  the  evil  effects  of  over- crowding  work- 
houses  that  they  could  not  give  their  consent  to  the  reception  of  any°°reater 
number  than  900,  unless  additional  accommodation  were  provided.  & 
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Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  14,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, that  the  men  and  boys,  to  the  number  of  about  270,  who  had  been 
removed  from  the  workhouse  to  the  auxiliary  house  in  this  town,  broke  out 
this  morning;,  and  proceeded  in  a body  (shouting  and  creating  great  disturbance) 
to  the  workhouse,  into  which  they  forced  their  way  through  the  gates  and  over 
the  walls,  and  took  possession  of  the  men’s  yard  and  old  men’s  ward. 

The  master  and  porter  endeavoured  to  make  them  leave,  but  were  unable  to 
do  so,  as  the  men  positively  refused  to  move. 

Upon  hearing  of  the  circumstance  I immediately  went  to  the  workhouse  and 
spoke  to  the  men,  and  asked  them  the  reason  of  their  conduct,  and  they  said 
the  place  they  were  put  to  live  in  was  unhealthy,  and  they  would  rather  die 
than  return  there.  I endeavoured  to  collect  a sufficient  number  of  the  Guardians 
to  form  a Board;  but  being  unable  to  do  so  I went  to  Mr.  Ffrench,  the 
stipendiary  magistrate,  and  requested  he  would  send  a sufficient  number  of 
police  to  clear  the  house  and  yards.  He  immediately  turned  out  the  police, 
and  accompanied  me  back  to  the  workhouse,  when  we  found  that  the  men  and 
boys  had  left,  and  it  was  thought  had  gone  back  to  the  auxiliary  house.  We 
followed  them,  and  found  that  about  one-half  had  returned ; the  rest  are  still 
about  the  town,  but  I have  no  doubt  will  come  back  before  night. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  master,  we  selected  four  men  who  had  appeared 
most  active  in  the  disturbance,  and  in  forcing  the  gates  : these  we  sent  to  the 
bridewell,  and  the  master  swore  informations  against  them.  The  matter  stands 
thus  till  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  on  Thursday  next. 

I do  not  know  what  can  be  done  to  the  remainder  of  the  men  for  their  dis- 
orderly conduct.  It  would  be  impossible  to  punish  them  all,  by  turning  them 
out  of  the  workhouse  with  their  families,  as  they  would  starve ; and  I have  to 
request  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  will  be  pleased  to  give  me  their 
instructions  upon  the  subject. 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  the  male  paupers  in  this  workhouse  are  very  unruly, 
and  have  not  the  slightest  respect  for  the  authority  of  the  master  ; but  I hope 
that  punishing  severely  the  leaders  of  the  disturbance  to-day  will  have  a good 
effect. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — February  16,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the  course  adopted  by 
you  in  obtaining  the  services  of  the  police,  and  in  endeavouring  to  collect  a 
sufficient  number  of  Guardians  to  form  a Board;  and  they  regret  that  you 
were  not  enabled  to  obtain  the  immediate  attendance  of  a sufficient  number  of 
Guardians  to  constitute  a Board. 

In  regard  to  the  paupers  of  the  workhouse  the  Commissioners  would  suggest 
that,  besides  the  ringleaders,  any  other  individuals  amongst  them  who  were 
distinguished  by  taking  a prominent  part  in  the  uproar  might  be  taken  before 
the  magistrates  for  punishment  under  the  58tli  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Act. 

The  Commissioners  await  your  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Guardians  at 
their  meeting  to-morrow. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  18,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, that  I yesterday  attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians. 

The  numbers  in  the  house  are  1138;  being  23S  more  than  it  ought  to 
contain.  There  are  227  in  the  auxiliary  house,  in  addition  to  those  in  the 
workhouse. 

A contract  has  been  entered  into  with  a builder  in  this  town  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  auxiliary  house,  which  I trust  will  be  ready  on  the  4th  of  March.  I 
purpose  then  removing  the  nursery  there,  and  reducing  the  workhouse  to  its 
proper  number,  viz.,  900. 

I am  of  opinion  that  the  present  unhealthy  and  disorderly  state  of  the  house 
is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  of  the  Guardians  not  having  complied  with 
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the  order  of  the  4th  of  March  last,  limiting  the  number  to  he  admitted  to  the 
house  to  900. 

The  hospital,  I regret  to  say,  is  still  crowded  to  excess,  and  a very  bad  fever 
has  made  its  appearance  among  the  paupers,  which  affects  their  head  almost 
immediately,  and  they  become  quite  delirious,  and  have  to  be  secured  to  their 
beds  a few  hours  after  they  are  first  taken  ill. 

I have  visited  the  workhouse  almost  daily,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  a slight 
change  for  the  better  is  already  to  be  seen  in  the  arrangements. 

On  Saturday  last  about  172  of  the  paupers  received  new  clothing,  and  as  it 
is  issued  to  them  they  are  classified. 

I have  directed  the  master  to  have  the  house  whitewashed  from  top  to 
bottom  ; and  glaziers  are  at  present  employed  in  putting  some  perforated  zinc 
into  all  the  windows.  I have  had  small  holes  bored  in  the  bottom  of  all  the 
doors,  and  thus  ensured  the  proper  ventilation  of  the  different  wards. 

The  Guardians  at  their  meeting  yesterday  resolved  to  have  the  whole  of  the 
woodwork  of  the  house  painted  anew,  and  the  whole  of  the  drains  and  cess- 
pools cleaned  out ; and  the  clerk  has  advertised  for  proposals  to  have  the  same 
performed  by  contract. 

On  Wednesday  last  I assembled  all  the  collectors  and  examined  their  books. 
I found  that  there  appeared  a sum  of  about  9435/.  uncollected — but  of  this 
about  679/.  was  not  included  in  their  warrants,  as  it  was  arrears  due  by  former 
collectors  which  could  never  be  recovered,  therefore  the  amount  still  to  be  got 
in  is  about  8756/.  I stated  to  the  collectors  that  they  were  bound  by  their 
bond  to  have  had  the  whole  collected  by  December  last ; and  that  therefore 
if  I found  that  any  of  them  made  any  unnecessary  delay,  I should  recommend 
the  Board  of  Guardians  to  proceed  against  them  or  their  securities  for  the 
amount. 

I stated  to  the  Guardians  yesterday  that  the  Commissioners  had  not  sanc- 
tioned the  burial  ground  adjoining  the  hospital  in  the  workhouse  grounds,  and 
therefore  I requested  it  might  be  given  up  and  another  one  procured ; this  they 
resolved  to  do. 

I also  informed  the  Board  of  Guardians  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
would  not  sanction  Stokes’  house,  at  Fethard,  being  used  as  a temporary  work- 
house  ; and  I recommended  that  it  should  be  given  up  forthwith.  The  Board 
then  came  to  a resolution,  that  having  had  possession  of  the  house  for  six  weeks, 
they  were  bound  to  pay  the  owner  compensation.  The  sum  of  40/.  was  awarded 
to  him,  as  the  Board  considered  that  he  had  been  put  to  great  loss  and  incon- 
venience by  the  alterations  he  had  made  in  his  premises,  for  the  purpose  of 
letting  them  for  a workhouse. 

With  regard  to  the  outbreak  of  the  male  paupers  on  Monday  last,  the  four 
men  who  had  been  arrested  were  brought  up  before  the  magistrates,  at  the 
petty  sessions  on  Wednesday  last,  when  I also  attended.  The  magistrates  were 
of  opinion  that  the  only  punishment  they  could  inflict  would  be  imprisonment 
without  hard  labour  (there  being  no  tread-mill  in  the  gaol)  ; and  as  that  was 
very  slight  punishment,  they  recommended  that  the  men  should  be  allowed  to 
return  to  the  workhouse,  and  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  manner  as  the  re- 
mainder of  the  paupers.  I am  happy  to  say,  however,  that  the  fact  of  the  police 
being  brought  into  the  workhouse  on  Monday  last,  and  taking  some  of  the  men 
prisoners,  has  had  a very  good  effect.  The  paupers  have  since  been  much 
more  orderly  and  show  more  respect  for  the  authority  of  the  officers. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  Relief  Committee,  the 
Guardians  deferred  taking  the  building  of  the  temporary  fever  hospital  into 
consideration  until  their  next  meeting.  I will  then  inform  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners of  the  result. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  23,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  statement,  that  there  are  238  more  in  the  work- 
house  than  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners’  order  of  4th  March  last,.  I am 
directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  bring 
the  evil  of  over-crowding  the  workhouse  strongly  before  the  Guardians,  and 
that  you  will  take  care  that  no  further  admissions  are  allowed  until  the  number 
is  reduced  to  that  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners’  order. 
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Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners:— February  25,  1848. 

I have  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
that  I yesterday  attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  number  in  the  workhouse  at  present  is  1,127 ; and  the  auxiliary  house 
207.  I regret  to  say  that  the  hospital  is  still  very  much  crowded,  and  that 
the  numbers  attacked  with  fever  do  not  appear  to  diminish. 

The  workhouse,  I am  happy  to  say,  is  becoming  gradually  cleaner  and  into 
better  order ; the  inmates  are  nearly  all  clothed ; and  I have  caused  all  the 
children  between  the  ages  of  two  and  five  to  be  formed  into  an  infant  school, 
and  have  moved  some  of  the  youngest  girls  into  it,  and  thus  given  more  room 
in  the  girls’  school-room,  which  before  was  very  much  crowded.  The  nursery 
has  been  moved  into  the  probationary  wards,  to  remain  there  until  the  auxiliary 
house  is  completed,  when  they  will  be  moved  into  it. 

The  house  is  being  lime- washed  all  through ; and  the  Guardians  have  this 
day  entered  into  a contract  to  have  the  wood-work  painted.  When  that  is  done 
and  the  numbers  in  the  house  reduced  to  the  proper  complement  I trust  that 
the  establishment  will  assume  a very  different  appearance  from  what  it  does  at 
present. 

The  amount  of  rate  collected  during  the  last  week  was  283/.  I have  pressed 
upon  the  collectors  the  necessity  of  immediately  enforcing  the  payment  of  all 
that  is  due ; and  I have  given  them  instructions  respecting  every  case  in  which 
they  had  any  doubt  as  to  how  to  act  As  far  as  I have  seen,  they  appear  to  be 
tolerably  active  and  efficient  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 

I stated  to  the  Guardians  that  the  period  named  in  the  order  authorizing 
out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor  would  expire  on  the  29th  instant ; they 
resolved  to  apply  to  have  it  renewed  for  two  months  longer.  This  I consider 
to  be  necessary,  as  the  number  receiving  relief  in  this  Union  under  the  2nd 
section  of  the  Act  is  very  great,  and  at  present  I do  not  see  any  prospect  of  its 
diminishing. 

The  Guardians  also  passed  the  following  resolutions,  viz. : — 

That  an  assistant-clerk  be  appointed  at  a salary  of  25/.  a-year. 

That  an  additional  fever  hospital  be  erected  in  the  workhouse  grounds. 

That  the  walls  of  the  workhouse  be  raised  to  the  height  of  1<H  feet  the  whole 
way  round. 

With  respect  to  the  assistant- clerk,  I consider  the  appointment  to  be  a very 
good  one.  The  person  appointed  is  most  efficient  and  intelligent,  and  had  been 
employed  as  an  assistant  for  two  or  three  years  by  the  late  clerk.  He  during 
that  time  was  a pauper  boy  in  the  house,  and  the  Guardians  have  now  struck 
him  off  the  list  of  paupers  and  appointed  him  (as  aforesaid)  assistant-clerk.  I 
think  that  one  clerk  would  be  unable  to  perform  the  work  required  in  tins 
Union  ; and  the  Guardians  have  made  a very  judicious  selection  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  assistant.  They  would  have  deferred  doing  this  until  after  the  elec- 
tion of  a clerk  on  Thursday  next,  but  by  their  at  once  appointing  the  assistant 
he  can  also  perform  the  duties  of  returning  officer. 

With  regard  to  the  additional  fever  hospital,  I stated  to  the  Guardians  that 
as  they  were  about  to  build  sheds  for  the  accommodation  of  the  patients  at 
present  in  the  temporary  fever  hospital,  it  would  be  most  advisable  that  they 
should  be  made  of  a sufficient  size  to  enable  the  fever  patients  at  present  in  the 
infirmary  to  be  moved  into  them,  as  it  was  not  right  or  safe  that  fever  cases 
should  be  thus  left  in  the  body  of  the  house.  It  was  therefore  resolved  that 
they  should  be  built  for  120  patients,  and  according  to  the  plans  sent  last  year 
by  the  Relief  Commissioners  to  the  different  Relief  Committees. 

As  to  the  workhouse  walls  being  raised  to  the  104  feet  all  round,  this  I con- 
sider to  be  absolutely  necessary.  The  walls  in  some  places  are  so  low  that  any 
one  can  get  over  them ; and  on  one  night  last  week  they  were  crossed  by  some 
boys  who  took  several  loaves  of  bread  from  the  store  by  breaking  the  window 
and  putting  their  arms  through  it.  Unless  the  walls  are  raised  it  is  impossible 
to  prevent  the  paupers  getting  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse  as  often  as  they 
please 

The  test  of  stone-breaking  is  working  very  well  in  most  districts  of  this  Union. 
Numbers  of  men  do  not  attend  to  perform  their  day’s  work,  and  consequently 
lose  their  rations  and  that  of  their  families. 

The  order  for  the  loan  of  implements  from  the  Board  of  Works  has  not  yet 
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arrived,  which  causes  some  inconvenience,  as  the  implements  at  present  in  use 
are  only  borrowed  and  not  nearly  sufficient  for  the  number  of  men  at  work. 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  the  letter  from  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  18th  instant,  I represented  the  necessity  of  paying  the  sum  due 
by  the  Union  to  the  Audit  Fund.  The  clerk  was  accordingly  directed  to  pay 
the  amount  forthwith. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  1,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  extended  the  order 
authorizing  the  continuance  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor  until  the 
18th  instant. 


I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  trust  that  it  will  not 
be  found  necessary  to  continue  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor  for  so 
long  a period  as  proposed  by  the  Guardians,  and  the  Commissioners  trust  that 
expiration  of  that  period  there  will  be  sufficient  employment  to  enable 
the  Guardians  to  dispense  with  the  authority  conferred  by  the  present  order. 

The  Commissioners  understand  that  the  requisite  orders  for  implements  for 
employing  the  able-bodied  paupers  were  forwarded  to  you  from  the  office  of 
the  Board  of  Works  on  the  25th  ultimo,  and  they  presume  therefore  that  you 
received  them  after  you  wrote  your  report. 

As  regards  the  appointment  of  assistant-clerk,  I am  directed  by  the  Com- 
nnssioners  to  state  that  they  have  felt  bound  to  decline  giving  their  sanction  to 
ohn  I ubndy  s appointment,  as  they  invariably  object  on  general  principles  to 
the  appointment  of  persons  who  have  been  paupers  in  the  workhouse  to  paid 
offices  in  the  Union.  ^ 

The  Commissioners  have  written  to  the  Guardians  to  this  effect,  and  have 
requested  them  to  reconsider  John  Tubridy’s  appointment. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  3,  1848. 

1 Tf?,  that  in, the  ,Jeginning  of  next  week  we  shall  be  able  to  move  all  the 
youngest  children,  and  some  of  the  women  into  the  auxiliary  house,  and  have  also 
room  to  admit  a number  of  able-bodied  men  and  their  families.  It  will  be  seen  bv 
the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Guardians  that  there  are  1108  in  the  work- 
house,  and  195  m the  auxiliary  house. 

The  numbers  in  the  workhouse  have  decreased  by  19  since  last  week  which 
leaves  only  208  at  present  m the  house,  over  the  proper  number, 
in  i V1! V l ll0usl:  c®utl™aI1y.  m><i  am  bappy  to  find  its  appearance  daily  improv- 
es- ,,I7.,iave  had  boles  bored  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  doors  as  suggested  bv 
A'  kmT?’  anf  am  §ett™S  Perforated  zinc  inserted  into  all  the  window/ 
and  find  great  benefit  to  arise  from  these  alterations.  I also  found  that  the  water’ 
pipes  and  drams  were  Stopped  up;  these  I have  bad  repaired,  and  the  house  is  now 
supplied  with  water  from  the  cisterns,  instead  of  having  it  brought  in  (as  was  the 
custom)  by  a horse  and  cart  at  great  expense.  The  Guardians  have  entered  into 

to  rr:  srapoA  cieaMd  ^ is  ^ 

I have  turned  my  attention  very  much  to  the  manner  in  which  the  test  of  stone- 
break, ng  ,s  carried  out,  knowing  that  its  being  strictly  enforced  is  the  only  wav 
to  keep  impioper  persons  off  the  out-door  relief  list.  ^ ^ 

I am  glad  to  find  that  upon  the  whole  it  is  working  satisfactorily.  I renuire 
the  relieving  officers  to  send  me  in  a weekly  return  of  the  numbe,  of  men  who 
ought  to  be  at  work  in  the  different  districts,  and  the  number  of  those  men  who 
were  absent  during  the  week.  In  the  week  ending  Saturday,  FebruTy  26  tit 

JaTlv  VtbS  Um7  1215  men,on  the  sten'ards’  lists,  who  should  have  attended 
dady  at  the  work ; and  at  the  issue  of  meal  on  the  Monday  following  there- 
appeared  to  have  been  1040  men’s  rations  (besides  those  of  tliei/families)  ftonned 
for  non-attendance  at  work  during  the  previous  week  ' stopped 

the^fiTof^r  f thv-  ^ T 7 *he  circular  of  the  Commissioners  of 

and  nested  The  . r 7°‘  ‘7  pe7°as  racei™g  relief  be  printed 

andposted.  The  i elieviug  officers  have  been  directed  to  prepare  the  lists  iccord- 

I called  the  notice  of  the  Guardians  to  the  fact  that  in  September  last  they  had 
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received  an  order  from  the  Commissioners  directing  the  salary  of  Richard  Keeffe,  Cashel  Union, 
tiie  relieving  officer  of  the  Knockgraffon  district,  to  he  raised  from  257.  to  357  — 

a year.  This  has  never  been  complied  with,  and  upon  my  bringing  it  before  the 
Board  yesterday,  they  said  they  considered  257.  a year  sufficient  pay  for  the  work 
he  had  to  perform,  and  would  not  raise  it.  I would  beg  to  bring  this  before  the 
notice  of  the  Commissioners,  and  request  their  instructions  on  the  subject. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  8,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  request  for  instructions  in  regard  to  the  salary-  of 
the  relieving  officer  of  Knockgraffon  district,  which  has  been  fixed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners at  357.  per  annum,  while  the  Guardians  refuse  to  pay  a higher  salary  than 
257.,  I am  to  state  that  the  regulation  of  the  salaries  of  Union  officers  is  by  law 
vested  in  the  Commissioners,  and  that  as  a general  rule  they  have  determined  that 
357.  ought  to  be  the  minimum  salary  paid  to  any  relieving  officer.  There  have 
been  some  few  exceptions  to  this  rule,  and  the  Commissioners  will  readily  attend 
to  any  statement  which  the  Cashel  Board  of  Guardians  may  wish  to  make  on  the 
subject  in  the  present  instance.  But  in  the  absence  of  any  peculiar  circumstances 
to  justify  a departure  from  the  rule  laid  down,  the  Commissioners  will  deem  it  de- 
sirable to  adhere  to  their  former  decision,  and  they  propose  therefore  to  issue  a 
sealed  order,  fixing  the  salary  at  357.  per  annum,  which  order  will  be  enforcible 
by  mandamus  in  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench.  Before  issuing  such  order,  how- 
ever, the  Commissioners  wish  you  to  invite  the  Guardians  to  make  any  statement 
in  support  of  their  views,  and  the  Commissioners  will  also  be  glad  to  receive  your 
own  views  on  the  subject. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners: — March  10,  1848. 

I have  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
that  I y esterday  attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this 
Union. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a great  difference  appears  on  the  minutes  between  the  num- 
ber in  the  house  this  week  and  the  last,  the  reason  of  which  is,  that  since  the 
resignation  of  the  last  master,  none  of  the  workhouse  books  could  be  made  up ; 
and  a clerk  has  ever  since  been  employed  in  putting  them  into  order.  They  were 
only  finished  on  Friday  last,  and  I then  ordered  the  house  to  he  counted  out,  and 
found  that  the  number  on  the  hooks  exceeded  by  154  the  number  actually  in  the 
house ; and  consequently  all  the  returns  lately  sent  up  to  the  Commissioners  have 
been  incorrect.  The  master’s  hooks  are  not  quite  correct  and  in  good  order,  and 
the  number  at  present  in  the  house  and  hospital  is  928;  and  as  the  house  and 
hospital  are  calculated  to  hold  1019,  it  is  now  91  under  its  proper  number. 

The  auxiliary  house  is  now  completed,  and  capable  of  containing  580  persons. 
There  are  at  present  only  217  in  it,  and  there  is  room  for  363  more : conse- 
quently we  can  admit  now  454  persons ; and  the  relieving  officers  were  directed 
to  strike  that  number  off  their  out-door  relief  list,  and  to  send  them  into  the  work- 
house. 

With  reference  to  the  circular  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  No.  219,  dated 
March  2,  directing  me  to  report  upon  the  subject  of  discontinuing  out-door  relief 
to  the  able-bodied  poor  upon  the  18th  instant,  I have  to  state,  that  I consider 
that  from  the  immense  number  of  poor  in  this  Union,  receiving  relief  under  the 
2nd  section  of  the  Act,  and  from  the  great  want  of  employment  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  the  greatest  distress  would  ensue,  if  they  are  deprived  of  the  relief 
they  are  at  present  receiving. 

T.here  are  beyond  1000  men  and  their  families,  on  the  out-door  relief  lists ; and 
I regret  to  say  that  but  a very  small  portion  of  these  are  likely  at  present  to  be 
employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I am  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor  in  this  Union, 
should  be  extended  beyond  the  18th  instant. 

The  Guardians  yesterday  entered  into  a contract  to  have  a fever  shed,  capable 
of  containing  120  patients,  built  in  the  workhouse  grounds  adjoining  the  fever 
hospital. 

This  is  quite  necessary,  as  the  hospitals  are  crowded  to  excess ; aud  there  are 
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some  cases  of  fever  in  the  infirmary,  which  ought  not  to  be  left  there ; and  I 
think  it  most  advisable  that  the  additional  shed  should  be  commenced  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I stated  to  the  Guardians  that  the  Commissioners  would  insist  upon  the  salary 
of  Richard  Keeffe,  the  relieving  officer  for  Knockgraffon  electoral  division,  being 
raised  to  3 51.  a year,  unless  the  Guardians  could  show  any  good  reason  for  not 
doing  so.  They  said  that  the  work  to  be  performed  in  that  district  was  very 
trifling,  compared  to  many  others,  and  that  should  he  resign  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  procuring  a competent  person  to  fill  his  place  at  2 51.  a year. 

This  may  be  the  case,  but  at  the  same  time  I think  it  can  hardly  be  expected 
that  any  man  can  properly  perforin  the  duties  of  relieving  officer,  and  give  up  his 
whole  time  for  that  purpose,  for  so  small  a remuneration;  and  if  that  system  were 
acted  upon,  an  inferior  class  of  men  could  only  be  obtained  to  fill  the  situation; 
and  the  business  connected  with  the  office  would  not  be  carried  on  in  a correct  or 
satisfactory  manner. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  16,  1848. 

W ith  reference  to  your  recommendation  that  the  order  authorizing  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied  should  be  extended,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
will  give  directions  for  its  extension  to  the  1st  April ; and  I am  to  request  that  you 
will  report  to  the  Commissioners  whether  in  your  opinion  the  state  of  the  Union 
will  then  be  such  that  the  provisions  of  the  accompanying  order  to  Listowel  Union 
would  be  carried  into  effect. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  under  that  order  single  men  and  men  with  only  two 
children  would  be  thrown  on  their  own  resources. 

As  regards  the  objection  of  the  Guardians  to  the  payment  of  35/.  per  annum  to 
the  relieving  officer  for  the  Knockgraffon  district,  I am  to  state  that  as  the  district 
is  small  the  Commissioners  will  sanction  the  payment  of  only  30/.  a year,  in  order 
to  meet  the  views  of  the  Guardians. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners: — March  17,  1848. 

. . 1 HAVE  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 

missioners, that  I yesterday  attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians of  this  Union. 

There  being  now  room  in  the  auxiliary  house  for  about  170  men  and  their 
families,  the  relieving  officers  have  been  engaged,  according  to  their  instructions, 
in  striking  that  number  off  their  out-door  relief  lists,  and  offering  them  admission 
into  the  house. 

This,  however,  has  been  refused  by  most  of  those  to  whom  it  was  offered  and 
they  have  consequently  received  no 'relief  this  week.  This  clearly  proves’ how 
much  more  efficacious  the  workhouse  test  is  than  any  other,  and  the  great  advan- 
tage derived  from  being  able  to  apply  it  to  any  persons  respecting  whose  claims 
lor  relief  the  relieving  officers  have  any  doubt.  The  relieving  officers  have  been 
directed  to  continue  giving  tickets  for  the  house,  until  it  is  filled;  and,  conse- 
quently, I have  no  doubt  the  reduction  on  the  out-door  relief  lists,  during  next 
week  and  the  one  following,  will  be  very  great. 

I have,  this  week,  examined  minutely  the  collectors'  books,  and  find  an  arrear 
of  rate  to  be  collected,  amounting  to  about  6818k  I have  given  the  collectors 
instructions  as  to  how  to  act,  with  regard  to  any  cases  concerning  which  they  had 
any  doubt.  They  are,  m general,  getting  in  the  rates  as  well  as  can  be  expected, 
but  m one  instance  in  which  I thought  the  collector  was  not  as  diligent  as  h^ 

thlfho  sh  uTS  , u a0™  “,e  B°fd  0f  when  it  was  decided 

faiW  i whit  b6|  “I?  ,aUo"'ed  T,  mo“th  mote  t0  «™plete  the  collection,  and, 
h . th  *’  lhouln  be  Proc?ede|l  against,  as  he  was  bound  by  his  bond  to 
expired  *m°Unt  collected  wlthm  a certain  time,  which  period  has  Jong  since 

I have  been  also  employed  in  giving  the  new  clerk  all  the  assistance  in  my  power 
“Sf,“pthe  d,fere“‘ returns  required  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioned,  es- 
yj be  °TnTe  refered  to  “ Circular  No.  256,  relating  to  the  probable  expen- 
diture  of  the  Union,  up  to  the  end  of  next  September.  ^ 

1 have  inspected  the  workhouse  two  or  three  times  in  every  week.  It  is 
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improving  daily,  as  regards  cleanliness,  order,  and  the  clothing  and  classification 
of  the  inmates. 

It  is  not  yet  quite  in  the  state  I should  wish  it  to  be  ; but  as  soon  as  the  fever- 
shed  is  built,  which  will  enable  us  to  remove  the  patients  at  present  in  the 
infirmary,  and  as  soon  as  the  cleaning  of  the  cess-pools  and  the  painting  of  the 
house  is  completed,  I trust  that  the  whole  establishment  will  assume  ^quite  a 
different  appearance  to  what  it  hitherto  has  had. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  21,  184S. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  in 
which  you  request  that  I will  report  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  whether  it  is 
my  opinion  that  the  state  of  this  Union  will  be  such  upon  the  1st  of  April  that 
the  provisions  of  the  accompanying  order  to  the  Listowel  Union  could  be  carried 
into  effect. 

In  reply  I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I consider  that,  from  the  increased 
accommodation  provided  in  the  workhouse,  and  from  the  employment  that  will  be 
given  by  the  1st  of  April,  that  single  men  and  married  men  with  only  two 
children  may  at  that  time  be  refused  out-door  relief.  But  I am  also  of  opinion 
that  it  will  be  quite  necessary  that  the  order  should  be  extended  for  persons  at 
present  receiving  relief  under  section  2 of  the  Act,  but  who  are  not  included  in 
either  of  the  above-named  classes. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  25,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  expiration 
of  the  present  order,  the  Commissioners  will  issue  an  order  similar  to  that  issued 
to  Listowel  Union,  to  which  you  refer.  If,  however,  in  the  meantime  any  circum- 
stances should  come  to  your  knowledge  which  may  induce  you  to  change  your 
views,  as  stated  in  your  report,  the  Commissioners  request  you  will  be  so  good  as 
to  report  at  once  to  them  on  the  subject. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners: — March  23,  184S. 

The  additional  room  that  has  been  provided  in  the  workhouse  has  been  the 
means  of  greatly  reducing  the  number  on  the  relief  lists.  About  600  men  have 
been  offered  admission,  and  refusing  it,  have  been  struck  off  the  list,  and  there  is 
still  room  for  a great  number. 

The  persons  to  whom  the  workhouse  was  first  offered  vrere  single  men,  and  in 
almost  every  instance  it  has  been  refused ; and  I recommended  to  the  Guardians, 
at  their  meeting  to-day,  that  the  relieving  officers  should  be  directed  to  offer  it 
next  to  married  men  with  only  two  children.  This  was  done ; so  that  next  week 
these  two  classes  will  either  be  received  into  the  -workhouse,  or  thrown  upon  their 
own  resources. 

In  visiting  part  of  this  Union  the  day  before  yesterday,  I was  most  happy  to 
find  that  one  electoral  division  (viz.  Cloneen)  was  very  much  relieved  by  all  the 
able-bodied  men  being  given  employment  by  the  Earl  of  Clare,  who  is  going  to 
drain  the  whole  of  his  property  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  is  about  to  expend 
a large  sum  for  the  purpose.  This  will  be  of  the  greatest  possible  benefit  to  the 
division ; and  it  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  works  of  the  same  description 
are  not  carried  on  in  other  parts  of  this  district. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  26,  1848. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant, 
referring  to  my  report  of  the  2 1st  instant,  in  which  I had  stated  “that  I considered 
that  relief  might  be  refused  to  single  men  and  men  with  only  two  children,”  and 
informing  me  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  would  issue  an  order  to  that  effect 
when  the  present  order  for  out-door  relief  expires,  and  directing  me  if  any  circum- 
stances came  to  my  knowledge  for  inducing  me  to  alter  my  opinion,  as  stated  in 
that  letter,  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  accordingly. 

In  reply  I have  the  honour  to  state,  that  I find  the  number  on  the  relief  lists  ©f 
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the  above-mentioned  classes  to  be  much  greater  than  I then  had  reason  to  think. 
The  relieving  officers  have  been  directed  by  the  Guardians,  at  their  last  meeting,  to 
offer  them  the  workhouse ; and  I think,  from  the  information  I have  received  from 
the  relieving  officers,  that  there  is  a possibility  of  a sufficient  number  of  them 
availing  themselves  of  it  to  fill  the  house,  and  some  of  the  remainder  might  suffer 
greatly  from  distress  if  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  the  Guardians  to  afford  them 
out-door  relief. 

Under  these  circumstances  I would  respectfully  recommend  to  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  that  married  men  with  only  two  children  should  not  be  excluded 
in  the  order  about  to  be  issued,  extending  the  out-door  relief  in  this  Union.  At 
the  same  time  I will  take  care  that  this  class  is  not  relieved  out  of  the  w orkhouse 
while  there  is  any  room  available  within  it,  and  that  the  order  allowing  them  to 
receive  out-door  relief  shall  only  be  acted  upon  in  case  of  urgent  necessity. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  29,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  directed  that  an  order  he 
issued  continuing  for  a month  all  the  authority  to  grant  out-door  relief  under  the 
20th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act. 

Single  able-bodied  men  will,  however,  in  accordance  with  your  suggestion,  be 
excluded. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners: — March  31,  1848. 

The  relieving  officers  have,  during  the  last  week,  in  compliance  with  then- 
directions,  refused  out-door  relief,  and  offered  the  workhouse  to  all  single  men, 
and  married  men  with  only  two  children.  These  persons,  however,  have  not  as 
yet  availed  themselves  of  the  permission  to  come  into  the  house,  and  there  is,  to- 
day, room  for  above  200  paupers. 

Previous  to  the  resolution  of  the  Guardians  to  refuse  the  out-door  relief  to  these 
two  classes,  (viz.,  single  men,  and  men  with  only  two  childx-en),  they  had  directed 
the  relieving  officers  to  offer  the  test  of  the  workhouse  to  a certain  number  re- 
ceiving relief  under  section  2 of  the  Act ; most  of  these  persons  refused  it,  and 
some  of  them  were  men  with  very  large  families ; and  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Guardians  yesterday  they  came  to  the  determination  (as  will  be  seen  by  the 
minutes),  to  re-admit  such  persons  on  the  out-door  relief  lists.  I do  not.  consider 
that  this  was  advisable,  while  there  was  any  room  available  in  the  house,  and  I 
endeavoured  to  dissuade  the  Board  from  doing  so,  as  although  I know  that 
numbers  of  the  people  are  in  the  greatest  distress,  I think  that  out-door  relief 
should  not  be  given  to  them  when  they  refuse  to  come  into  the  workhouse.  I 
do  not  think,  however,  that  under  existing  circumstances,  this  proceeding  is  of 
material  consequence,  as  during  the  ensuing  week  the  house  may  become  full  by 
the  admission  of  those  persons  with  only  two  children ; and  should  that  not  be 
the  case,  I will,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Guardians,  get  them  to  order  the 
relieving  officers  to  refuse  out-door  relief  to  men  with  only  three  children,  and 
so  on  by  degrees  either  fill  the  house,  or  strike  off  the  relief  lists  all  those  at 
present  relieved  under  section  2 of  the  Act. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  say,  that  the  state  of  the  workhouse  is,  of  late,  very 
much  improved.  It  is  now  kept  exceedingly  clean,  and  the  entire  building  is  being 
whitewashed  and  painted,  which  will  soon  be  completed.  The  paupers  are  all 
properly  classified,  and  I have  induced  the  Guardians  to  order  a sufficient  supply  of 
clothing  which  is  being  made  up  in  the  house,  and  a number  of  the  elder  boys  are 
employed  under  a master  in  tailoring  and  shoemaking,  where  they  are  taught 
their  trade. 

The  paupers  (with  the  exception  of  those  admitted  during  the  week)  are  all 
clothed,  and  they  are  now  perfectly  healthy  both  as  regards  adults  and  children. 
I do  not  mean  that  the  hospital  and  infirmary  are  not  occupied,  for  they  unfortu- 
nately are  still  very  much  crowded ,-  but  when  the  fever-shed  which  the  Guardians 
have  resolved  to  build  is  erected,  it  will  be  of  the  greatest  possible  benefit  to  the 
house,  as  the  fever  patients  at  present  in  the  infirmary  may  then  be  moved  out, 
and  that  building  used  as  it  xvas  originally  intended  it  should  be. 

As  the  boys  have  been  moved  to  the  auxiliary  house,  I have  formed  in  their 
school-room  an  infant-school  composed  of  children  under  five  years  of  age.  This 
is  in  charge  of  the  mistress  as  well  as  the  girls  school,  and  we  have  found  it  to  be 
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jf  the  greatest  advantage,  as  it  has  reduced  the  numbers  in  the  girls1  school,  which  Cashel  Union, 
before  was  very  much  crowded.  The  paupers,  both  men  ana  women,  are  kept  — 
employed  all  day;  but,  during  this  week,  I found  a slight  symptom  of  insiibordi- 
nation  among  some  of  the  men.  The  assistant-master  reported  to  me  that  tivo  of 
them  refused  to  work,  as  they  were  ordered,  at  breaking  freestone.  I went  with 
him,  and  in  my  presence  they  refused  to  work  ; I then  immediately  ordered  the 
master  to  put  them  in  confinement  according  to  Article  4 1 of  the  Workhouse 
Rules,  and  to  bring  them  before  the  Board  at  'their  next  meeting  ; this  was  done 
yesterday,  and  they  were  committed  to  gaol  by  order  of  a magistrate,  to  be  pro- 
secuted at  tile  petty  sessions  in  accordance  with  tile  S8th  section  of  Act  1 and  2 
Vie.,  cap.  56.  This  will  he  a good  example  to  any  of  the  paupers  who  might  he  ' 
inclined  to  act  in  the  same  manner,  and  1 have  no  doubt  will  quite  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  such  conduct. 

I have  been  able  to  effect  a most  useful  change  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
Board  of  Guardians  perform  their  business.  They  used  not  to  meet  till  near 
1 o clock,  and  then  a great  part  of  the  day  was  lost  in  unnecessary  discussions. 

This  always  made  it  necessary  to  have  an  adjourned  meeting  next  day,  when 
they  used  to  sign  the  relieving  officers’  books,  and  when  there  were  generally 
only  three  Guardians  present.  This  also  was  a great  loss  of  time  to  the  "relieving 
officers.  b 

I have  now  induced  the  Board  to  meet  at  10  o’clock,  and  to  examine  the 
relieving  officers  books  before  any  other  business  is  transacted ; and  I endeavour, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  have  whatever  is  before  the  Board  attended  to,  and  to  prevent 
all  useless  discussion.  The  consequence  is,  there  is  much  more  system  and  regu- 
larity in  the  proceedings,  and  the  necessity  for  an  adjourned  meeting  is  obviated.0 

I may  also  remark  here,  that  in  this  as  well  as  'in  everything  else  I have  been 
engaged  in,  I have  received  the  greatest  aid  and  co-operation  from  Mr.  Keating 
the  Chairman,  who  is  always  most  ready  to  devote  his  time  and  influence  fn 
assisting  me  to  carry  out  whatever  I may  consider  beneficial  to  the  Union. 

I have,  during  this  week,  carefully  examined  the  collectors’  books. 

They  have  collected  during  the  week  beyond  450?.,  and  I think  are  using  their 
best  exertions  to  collect  the  remainder. 

They  have  great  difficulty  to  contend  with  from  the  extreme  poverty  of 
numbers  of  the  rate-payers,  and  in  parts  of  the  Union  can  obtain  nothing  without 
distraining. 

There  are  one  or  two  points  respecting  the  collection  of  rates  in  this  town, 
concerning  which,  I would  request  the  instructions  of  the  Commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  a house  being  untenanted  for  several  years,  is  the  landlord, 
during  that  time,  obliged  to  pay  rates  for  it ; and  if  not,  when  it  becomes  occupied, 
can  the  collector  distrain  for  the  arrears  due  upon  it  as  well  as  for  the  present 
rate  ? 

Also — Does  a court-house  come  under  the  head  of  “ buildings  used  exclusively 
“for  public  purposes,”  and  become  thus  exempt  from  rate? 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  5,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  entirely  approve  of  the  prompt  steps  taken  by  you  to 
check  the  insubordination  which  was  apparently  arising  in  the  workhouse!  They 
think,  also,  that  the  change  in  the  hour  of  meeting  from  1 o’clock,  p.m.,  to  10 
o clock,  A.M.,  as  suggested  by  you  to  the  Guardians  is  judicious. 

With  reference  to  your  questions  regarding  the  collection  of  the  rates,  I am  to 
state,  that  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  a house  unoccupied  at  the  time 
the  rate  was  made  was  not  properly  rateable  ; and  although  a rate  is  payable  until 
quashed  or  amended  on  appeal,  the  Commissioners  would  not  recommend  the 
Guardians,  under  the  circumstances  stated,  the  house  having  been  untenanted  for 
several  years,  to  take  any  proceedings  to  enforce  payment. 

This  observation,  however,  does  not  apply  to  a furnished  house  in  possession  of 
a caretaker,  for  which,  when  untenanted,  the  landlord  is  liable  to  be  rated  as  an 
occupier. 

The  Commissioners  believe  that  a court-house  comes  within  the  proviso  to  the 
63rd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  and  is  therefore  exempt  from  poor-rates, 
except  as  regards  any  beneficial  occupation  beyond  that  which  is  necessary  to  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  offices  connected  with  it. 

The  Commissioners  enclose,  for  your  information,  a copy  of  a letter  which  they 
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Lave  this  day  addressed  to  tlie  Board  of  Guardians  in  reference  to  their  resolution 
to  re-admit  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  certain  parties  who  had  refused  relief  in  the 
workhouse. 


Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — April  5,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  a report  from  their  inspector,  Mr.  Robinson,  in 
■which  he  adverts  to  a resolution  passed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Cashel  Union  on 
Thursday  last,  to  re-admit  on  the  out- door  relief  lists  a number  of  able-bodied  men  who  had 
previously  bean  receiving  out-door  relief,  but  having  been  offered  admission  into  the  workhouse 
had  refused  it. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  necessary  to  request  that  the  Guardians  will  be  so  good  as  to 
re-consider  this  resolution.  It  appears  obvious  on  a consideration  of  the  terms  of  the  2nd 
section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  that  the  Legislature  did  not  contemplate  out-door 
relief  being  given  to  the  able-bodied  in  any  case  in  which  the  workhouse  could  be  made 
available  for  their  relief. 

Now,  in  the  present  instance,  it  appears  there  was  room  in  the  workhouse  for  above  200 
persons,  and  although  the  Guardians  have,  at  present,  authority  to  administer  out-door  relief 
under  the  2nd  section,  the  Commissioners  think  that  that  authority  should  not  be  resorted  to 
in  new  cases,  while  there  is  so  large  an  amount  of  available  room  in  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  attach  much  importance  to  this  point  as  they  fear  the  tendency  of  the 
Guardians’  resolution  may  be,  to  materially  weaken  the  efficacy  of  the  workhouse  as  a means  of 
checking  and  preventing  imposition  and  fraud.  All  experience  has  shown  that  many  able- 
bodied  men  will  accept  relief  out  of  the  workhouse,  rather  than  endeavour  to  support  them- 
selves and  their  families  by  independent  labour,  but  that  rather  than  accept  relief  in  the  work- 
house  they  will  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  obtain  employment ; and  it  appears  to  be 
proved  by  experience,  that  if  they  failed  in  doing  so  and  are  really  destitute,  they  will  accept 
relief  in  the  workhouse.  The  workhouse  thus  acts  as  a stimulus  to  industry  in  such  cases, 
but  it  would  not  so  act  and  might  be  altogether  inefficacious,  if  it  were  generally  supposed  by 
the  able-bodied  poor,  that  on  refusing  relief  in  the  workhouse,  they  would  be  granted  relief 
out  of  it. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  7,  1848. 

The  Commissioners’  letter  was  read  to  the  Board,  stating  their  disapproval 
of  the  course  pursued  by  the  Guardians  at  their  last  meeting,  viz.,  admitting 
persons  on  the  out-door  relief,  who  had  refused  the  workhouse  test.  I pointed 
out  to  the  Guardians  the  absolute  necessity  of  applying  the  workhouse  test  to 
persons  on  the  out-door  relief  list,  and  the  injustice  towards  the  rate-payers,  of 
permitting  out-door  relief  to  be  going  on,  while  there  was  any  room  available 
in  the  house,  and  I induced  them  to  pass  a resolution,  directing  the  relieving 
officers  to  cease  re-admitting  on  their  out-door  relief  lists,  those  who  had 
refused  the  workhouse  test,  and  further,  not  to  give  out-door  relief  under 
section  2 of  the  Act,  to  any  fresh  applicants,  until  the  workhouse  is  filled. 
Iam  sorry  to  say  that  I met  a great  deal  of  opposition  from  several  of  the 
Guardians  respecting  offering  the  test  of  the  workhouse  to  the  poor,  some  of 
them  said,  that  when  a man  came  into  the  workhouse,  his  own  house  was 
always  pulled  down,  and  thus  he  was  made  a permanent  pauper : others  said, 
that  it  was  a greater  expense  relieving  a person  in  the  house  than  out  of  it ; 
and  on  my  wishing  them  to  order  the  test  to  he  applied  this  week,  to  that 
class,  viz.,  men  with  only  four  in  family,  they  came  to  the  determination  to 
defer  doing  so  until  the  next  Board-day.  They  have,  however,  promised  that 
if  by  that  time  the  house  is  not  filled,  they  will  issue  that  order,  and,  as  I think 
there  is  little  probability  of  its  being  then  full,  I will  bring  the  matter  again 
before  the  Board,  and  will  inform  the  Commissioners  of  the  result.  There  is 
at  present  room  in  the  house  for  beyond  200  persons. 

I attended  at  the  petty  sessions  this  week,  where  the  men  whom  I mentioned 
in  my  last  report  as  having  refused  to  obey  the  master,  were  brought  up  before 
the  magistrates;  one  was  sentenced  to  a month,  the  other  to  three  weeks’  im-  ' 
prisonment  with  hard  labour;  there  has  been  since  then  no  appearance  of 
insubordination  among  the  men,  and  they  are  now  very  obedient  and  orderly. 

I have  to  request  that  you  would  inform  me,  whether  the  Commissioners 
will  sanction  the  building  of  the  timber  shed  the  Guardians  have  resolved  to 
.erect  in  the  workhouse  grounds.  1 am  sorry  to  say,  that  I fear  that  fever  is 
rather  increasing  than  diminishing  in  this  country,  and  this,  as  well  as  the 
crowded  state  of  our  infirmary,  makes  it  most  desirable  that  this  shed  should 
be  completed  as  soon  as  possible. 
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I have  also  to  request  that  you  would  have  the  goodness  to  have  forwarded 
to  me,  an  account  of  what  is  due  by  this  Union  and  each  electoral  division 
respectively,  for  advances  made  to  them  by  Government,  under  the  Temporary 
Relief  Act.  There  is  no  document  whatever  in  the  hands  of  the  Guardians 
showing  this;  and  I can  get  no  information  here  upon  the  subject : and  as  the 
Guardians  purpose,  either  this  month  or  next,  striking  a new  rate,  it  is  essential 
to  know  the  amount  for  which  the  Union  is  in  debt,  in  order  that  repayment  of 
the  advances  may  be  provided  for,  in  any  electoral  division,  in  which  the  Tate 
required  for  ordinary  expenditure  does  not  amount  to  2s.  1 ] d.  in  the  pound. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  12,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  objections  made  by  the  Guardians  to  offering  the 
workhouse  to  the  able-bodied,  I am  to  request  that  you  will  again  urge  the 
views  of  the  Commissioners  in  this  respect  on  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and 
explain  to  them  that  the  point  is  one  on  which  neither  the  Commissioners  nor 
the  Guardians  have  any  discretionary  power.  You  will  observe  that  the  second 
section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act  is  clear  and  express  upon  this  point, 
and  only  empowers  the  Commissioners  to  authorize  out-door  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied,  in  case  it  shall  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
by  reason  of  want  of  room  in  the  workhouse,  adequate  relief  cannot  be  afforded 
therein,  or  in  case  the  workhouse,  by  reason  of  fever  or  infectious  disease  is 
unfit  for  the  reception  of  poor  persons.  Now  the  Commissioners  are  not 
aware  that  fever  or  infectious  disease  prevails  in  the  workhouse,  and  you  inform 
them  in  your  report  that  there  is  room  for  more  than  200  persons ; and  under 
these  circumstances,  it  is  a question  with  the  Commissioners,  whether  they 
ought  not  to  rescind  their  order,  authorizing  out-door  relief  in  the  Cashel  Union, 
under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act.  The  Commissioners, 
however,  have  not  done  so,  because  they  do  not  wish  to  embarrass  the 
Guardians,  but  at  the  same  time,  they  can  only  consent  to  the  continuance  of 
the  authority,  on  the  distinct  understanding  that  the  workhouse  is  to  be  made 
as  extensively  available  as  possible  for  the  relief  of  the  able-bodied,  before  the 
authority  given  by  the  order  to  relieve  that  class  out  of  the  workhouse  is 
resorted  to. 

With  reference  to  the  statement,  that  the  expense  of  relieving  a person  in  the 
workhouse  is  greater  than  it  would  be  to  relieve  him  out  of  it,  I am  to  draw 
your  attention  to  a letter  addressed  by  the  Commissioners  to  the  Rathkeale 
Board  of  Guardians  on  this  subject  in  November  last,  and  printed  on  the 
Fourth  Series  of  Papers  presented  to  Parliament,  relating  to  proceedings  for 
Relief  of  the  Distress  in  Ireland  (page  162). 

A copy  of  the  letter  in  question  is  enclosed,  as  it  is  possible  that  you  may  not 
have  the  printed  correspondence  at  hand. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  the  prompt  steps  taken  to  put  down  the  in- 
subordination in  the  workhouse,  and  the  punishment  which  has  been  inflicted 
on  some  of  the  ringleaders  will  have  a beneficial  effect  on  the  discipline  of  the 
establishment. 

With  reference  to  the  proposed  timber  shed  for  the  reception  of  fever 
patients,  the  Commissioners  do  not,  under  the  circumstances  stated  by  you, 
offer  any  objection  to  the  erection  of  the  shed,  but  they  advise  that  it  should  be 
so  placed,  and  so  economically  constructed,  as  not  to  be  reckoned  as  part  of  the 
workhouse  buildings  available  for  general  purposes  hereafter. 

The  Commissioners  have  directed  that  a statement  be  prepared,  and  for- 
warded to  you,  showing  what  is  due  by  the  Union  and  each  electoral  division, 
for  advances  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Robinson  : — April  17,  1S4S. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy 
of  a constabulary  report  which  they  have  received  from  the  Chief  Secretary’s 
department,  relating  to  the  death  of  Michael  Dwyer  on  the  6th  instant  in  the 
Cashel  Union,  and  I am  to  request  you  will  make  such  inquiry  into  the  circum- 
stances as  may  enable  you  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  facts  of 
the  case. 

02 
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Extract  from  Constabulary  Report. 

County  of  Tipperary,  S.  R.,  Killenaule,  April  10,  1848. 

_ An  inquest  was  held  on  the  7th  instant  on  the  body  of  Michael  Dwyer,  who  died  oiv 
the  6th;  and  two  of  his  children  have  since  died  of  diarrhoea.  He  was  receiving  out-door 
relief. 

Copy  of  Verdict. 

That  decased  died  from  want  of  a sufficiency  of  nutritious  food  after  recovering  from 
diarrhoea. 

Inspector- General,  8,-c.  Sfc.  James  Monohan,  Sub-Inspector. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  19,  1848. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  April  17th, 
enclosing  a constabulary  report  relative  to  the  death  on  the  8th  instant  of 
Michael  Dwyer  in  the  Cashel  Union,  and  requesting  me  to  report  to  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case ; and,  in  reply,  I have  the 
honour  to  state,  that  I have  examined  the  relieving  officer  of  the  electoral 
division  of  Killenaule  upon  the  subject,  and  find  that  Michael  Dwyer  was 
receiving  out-door  relief  for  himself  and  his  family  up  to  the  day  of  his  death. 
He  had  applied  at  one  time  to  be  taken  into  the  workhouse,  and  the  relieving 
officer  offered  him  admission  for  himself  and  his  family,  but  this  he  refused,  as 
he  wished  to  be  taken  in  himself  and  to  leave  his  family  out. 

He  had  been  ill  from  diarrhoea,  but  had  never  made  any  complaint  to  the 
relieving  officer  as  to  the  description  of  food  he  was  receiving. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  14,  1S48. 

A-'1  haPPy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  proceedings  at  the  weekly  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  were  much  more  satisfactory  than  those  of  the 
former  meeting.  I informed  the  Board  of  the  contents  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners’ letter  to  me,  respecting  the  continuance  of  out-door  relief  while 
there  was  any  room  available  in  the  house,  and  I explained  to  them  the  ille- 
gality of  such  a proceeding,  and  the  folly  (as  well  as  the  injustice  to  the  rate- 
payers) of  incurring  such  a very  great  expense  for  out-door  relief,  when  it  might 
be  so  materially  diminished  by  the  -workhouse  test  being  properly  applied. 

I said  I did  not  consider  it  advisable  to  cease  giving  out-door  relief  under 
section  2 of  the  Act  all  at  once,  but  that  what  I wished  was  that  it  should  be 
done  by  degress,  and  the  test  offered  to  different  classes  every  week  (according 
to  the  size  of  their  families),  and  thus  to  continue,  until  the  house  was  filled  or 
the  out-door  relief  lists  cleared. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions  the  Guardians  agreed  with  me;  and  it  was 
resolved  that  “ the  relieving  officers  should  be  directed  to  offer  the  workhouse 
“test  to,  and  strike  off  the  out-door  relief  lists,  all  men  with  only  four  de- 
pendeuts  who  are  at  present  receiving  relief  under  section  2 of  the  Act.” 

It  this  does  not  HU  the  house  by  the  next  Board-day,  I will  recommend  that 
the  same  order  be  issued  with  respect  to  men  who  have  only  five  or  six 
dependents  The  relieving  officers  were  also  directed,  for  the  present,  not  to 
send  into  the  workhouse  persons  who  were  sick  and  infirm,  and  receiving  relief 
under  section  1.  as  it  is  desirable  to  reserve  the  available  room  in  the  ho'use  for 
the  purpose  of  testing  the  able-bodied.  There  is  at  present  room  in  the  house 
ior  persons. 

. 1 f"und.  that. the  collectors  and  some  of  the  relieving  officers  were  verv 
irregular  m their  attendance  at  the  workhouse  to  have  their  books  examined 
by  the  clerk  and  I,  therefore,  appointed  the  days  and  the  hours  for  the  attend- 

thern  °L  h'  /nd  a ^soi.utlon  ™s  passed  yesterday  by  the  Board  directing 
them  to  attend  accordingly;  and  they  have  all  been  warned  that,  in  any 
instance  of  the  order  not  being  complied  with,  the  officer  so  neglecting  it  will 
be  prosecuted,  in  accordance  with  section  102  of  Act  1 and  2 vfc.  c.  56. 

The  propriety  of  striking  a new  rate  was  yesterday  discussed  by  the  Board, 
borne  oi  the  Guardians  were  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  done  at  once ; but  the 
majonty  decided  that  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  do  so  at  present,  while  there 

is  such  a large  amount  of  arrears  uncollected.  • 

There  appears  an  arrear  at  present  of  beyond  6000Z.,  but  the  warrants 
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include  679/.  which  was  embezzled  by  former  collectors,  which  leaves  153 17., 
and  of  this  there  is  a great  deal  which  can  never  be  collected — from  mistakes 
in  the  valuation,  the  great  poverty  of  parts  of  the  Union,  houses  that  have  been 
pulled  down,  &c. ; and  I do  not  think  that  it  can  be  calculated  that  more  than 
4000/.  can  ever  be  got  in  from  this  rate. 

I do  not  think  that  the  collectors  are  neglecting  their  duty.  I frequently 
and  carefully  examine  their  books,  and  urge  upon  them  the  necessity  of  making 
every  possible  exertion  to  compel  the  collection,  and  give  them  instructions  as 
how  to  act  in  cases  of  any  difficulty.  I have  to  request  that  you  would  inform 
me  of  the  opinion  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  respecting  the  propriety  of 
striking  a new  rate  in  this  Union,  under  existing  circumstances. 

I stated  to  the  Guardians  that  the  Commissioners  would  sanction  the  build- 
ing of  the  fever  shed,  and  the  contractor  was  ordered  to  commence  it  forthwith ; 
but,  at  my  suggestion,  it  was  agreed  with  him  that,  when  one-half  was  com- 
pleted, if  the  Guardians  found  that  fever  was  very  much  on  the  decrease,  and 
they  considered  the  other  half  was  not  required,  it  would  be  optional  with 
them  to  stop  its  being  built,  and  one-half  of  the  sum  agreed  upon  in  the  con- 
tract should  in  that  case  only  be  charged. 

I fear  that  fever  is  on  the  increase  in  the  country  at  present ; but  by  the  time 
that  one-half  of  the  shed  is  built,  the  Guardians  will  be  better  able  to  judge  as 
to  the  increased  accommodation  they  may  require  for  fever  patients. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  19,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  question,  as  to  the  expediency  of  striking  a new 
rate,  the  Commissioners  would  not  recommend,  that  with  so  large  a sum  as  0000/. 
remaining  on  the  books,  4000/.  of  which  is  said  to  be  collectable,  the  present 
collection  should  be  stopped,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a new  rate,  but  as  it  is 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  sufficient  rates  should  be  made  to  keep  the 
Union  in  funds,  and  enable  the  Guardians  efficiently  to  carry  on  the  relief  of 
the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  suggest,  that  the  amount  of 
the  new  rate  which  will  be  required  should  be  taken  into  immediate  con- 
sideration; that  when  the  poundage  is  determined  on,  the  new  rate  books 
should  be  at  once  put  in  course  of  preparation,  that  a definite  time  should  be 
fixed  for  closing  the  present  rate,  within  which  time  the  collectors  should  be 
urged  to  complete  the  collection  as  closely  as  possible,  and  by  the  expiration 
of  which  time  the  new  rate  books  and  collecting  books  should  he  ready  ; the 
collectors  should  then  close  their  accounts,  and  hand  over  the  old  collecting 
books,  and  the  outstanding  arrear  could  then  be  carried  forward  into  the  new 
books,  and  the  new  rate  be  put  in  course  of  collection. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  14,  1348. 

In  accordance  with  Circular,  dated  April  11,  I have  the  honour  to 
forward  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  the  name  of  a pauper  in  this  Union, 
applying  for  relief,  for  the  purpose  of  emigration,  and  to  request  that  you  will 
inform  me  whether,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  Guardians  will  be 
authorized  in  granting  the  relief  required. 

Enclosure. 

List  of  Persons  applying  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  Relief  for  the  purpose  of 
Emigration. 


Name. 

Names 
of  Children. 

Age. 

Electoral  Division 
in  whii-h  the 
Applicant  Resided 
previous  to  Admission 
to  Workhouse. 

Townland  or  Street. 

Mary  Connell  . 

Margaret  . 
James  . 
Mary  . 
Michael 
Joanna  . 

40 

14 

11 

9 

5 

3 

Cashel  . , 

Boherclogh-street. 

Cashel  Union. 
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Cashel  Union,.' 


This  woman’s  husband  is  in  America,  and  has  sent  to  her  to  go  to  him.  He  paid  the 
passage-money  for  herself  and  family  to  the  captain  of  a ship  now  in  Waterford.  The  relief 
she  applies  for  is,  to  enable  her  to  get  clothes  and  provisions  for  the  voyage. 

I have  seen  the  persons  named  in  this  list,  and  consider  them  fit  and  proper  persons  to  emi- 
grate ; and  I have  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  the  able-bodied  of  the  family  ought  to  be  able  to 
provide  by  their  labour  for  the  maintenance  of  the  whole. 

One  child  at  present  is  ill  in  fever,  but  it  is  hoped  will  soon  be  sufficiently  well  to  be  re- 
moved. 

April  14,  1848.  Henry  Robinson,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  18,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  there  are  strong 
objections  to  the  expenditure  of  the  poor-rates,  in  defraying  the  cost  of  emi- 
gration under  such  circumstances.  It  would,  in  fact,  operate  as  a direct 
premium  on  desertion,  by  leading  husbands  and  parents  to  expect,  that  if  they 
themselves  emigrated,  they  could  have  their  families  sent  after  them  at  the 
cost  of  the  Union. 

Moreover,  the  Commissioners  consider  that  there  can  be  no  security  that  a 
man  who  would  desert  his  family,  and  leave  them  chargeable  upon  the  poor- 
rates  in  this  country,  would  not  as  readily  leave  them  unprovided  for  in 
America,  at  any  time  that  it  might  suit  his  interest  or  his  inclination  to 
do  so. 

The  Commissioners  must  therefore  decline  to  sanction  the  expenditure  of 
any  sum  from  the  poor-rates,  in  defraying  the  cost  of  the  emigration  of  Mary 
Connell  and  her  family. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  22,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that  at  the 
weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  held  upon  yesterday,  and  at  which 
I was  present,  a number  of  men,  amounting  to  about  100,  (who  had  been 
struck  off  the  out-door  relief  lists,  and  offered  admission  to  the  poor-house,) 
assembled  round  the  door,  and  demanded  out- door  relief,  but  refused  to  come 
into  the  house.  The  Board  sent  for  two  of  them,  and  we  explained  to  them 
that  it  was  out  of  our  power  and  contrary  to  law,  to  give  them  out-door  relief, 
while  we  had  room  in  the  house,  and  we  offered  to  take  them  all  in;  and  we 
said,  that  was  the  only  answer  we  could  give  to  them  all.  Shortly  after,  the 
mob  began  to  be  rather  noisy,  and  suddenly  forced  through  the  open  door, 
and  rushed  up  to  the  Board-room,  filling  the  passages  and  the  hall. 

They  were  mostly  all  armed  with  hammers  and  sticks;  there  was  no  magis- 
trate present  at  the  time,  and  fearing  that  they  might  break  into  the  body  of 
the  house,  I ordered  the  master  to  go  round,  and  lock  all  the  doors  and  gates 
m the  house,  and  I spoke  to  the  men,  and  told  them,  that  if  they  would  leave 
the  Board-room  and  passages,  I,  with  the  Guardians,  would  explain  the  matter 
to  them  outside.  This  I persuaded  them  to  do,  and  when  I got  them  out,  I 
told  them  it  -was  totally  out  of  our  power,  to  do  what  they  wanted,  but  that 
they  should  all  be  relieved  in  the  house  if  they  wished. 

1 hey  would  not  hear  of  this,  and  said,  what  they  required  was,  immediate 
out-door  relief,  and  finding  that  some  of  them  were  becoming  rather  violent,  I 
begged  of  the  Guardians  present  to  keep  them  quiet  as  long  as  they  could,  and 
I went  to  Mr.  Ffrench,  the  resident  magistrate,  and  told  him  I considered  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  some  force  ready  in  case  of  a riot. 

This  he  immediately  ordered,  and  returned  with  me  to  the  workhouse.  We 
met  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan,  P.P.,  who  accompanied  us,  and  they  both  explained 
to  the  mob,  that  what  they  wanted  could  not  possibly  be  granted,  and  that  the 
only  relief  the  Guardians  were  entitled  by  law  to  give  them,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  was  admission  to  the  house. 

After  a great  deal  of  persuasion  and  talking,  Mr.  Ffrench  prevailed  upon 
the  mob  to  disperse,  and  out  of  the  whole  number  only  four  or  five  came  into 
the  house,  showing  evidently  by  this,  that  the  object  of  the  whole  was  merely 
to  intimidate  the  Guardians,  and  force  on  out-door  relief;  they  also  seemed  t6 
ha\e  formed  an  idea,  that  the  numbers  who  were  being  refused  out-door  relief 
every  week,  was  owing  altogether  to  my  influence,  and  that  I might  order  it 
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to  be  continued  to  any  person  I pleased;  I am  sorry  to  say  that  I have 
remarked  this  feeling  in  several  parts  of  this  Union,  and  I believe  it  has  arisen 
from  this  fact,  that  I suspect  some  of  the  Guardians  and  others  have  been  in 
the  habit,  when  complaints  have  been  made  to  them  by  the  poor,  of  layin®  the 
odium  totally  upon  me,  instead  of  giving  the  proper  reason,  viz.,  that  we  are 
all  obliged  to  obey  the  law,  and  the  different  orders  we  from  time  to  time 
receive.  I believe  it  is  also  well  known  that  some  of  the  elected  Guardians 
would  have  been  willing  to  continue  out-door  relief,  even  while  there  was  room 
in  the  house,  and  that  I have  been  obliged  to  use  every  exertion,  and  insist  that 
the  law’  should  be  carried  into  effect.  I consider  all  this  particularly  unfor- 
tunate, as  it  lessens  the  influence  I might  have  with  the  people,  -when  they 
think  it  is  in  my  power  to  grant  what  is  refused,  or  that  there  is  a possibility  of 
my  being  forced  into  compliance.  I hope,  however,  that  our  having  been  firm 
with  them  yesterday,  and  positively  refusing  their  demands,  will  have  a good 
effect  upon  them,  and  prevent  a recurrence  of  such  scenes. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  yesterday,  a resolution  was  passed,  re- 
questing the  Commissioners  to  renew  the  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  20th 
of  May. 

I consider  that  this  will  be  necessary,  as  there  is  a number  at  present 
receiving  out-door  relief,  whom  it  would  not  be  possible  to  strike  off,  also  there 
is  a number  of  able-bodied  women,  receiving  relief  under  section  2 of  the 
Act,  to  whom  the  workhouse  test  has  not  yet  been  offered.  The  order  being 
renewed,  will  not,  I think,  prevent  the  Guardians  from  gradually  reducing  the 
out-door  relief  lists  until  the  house  is  filled. 

The  letter  from  the  Commissioners,  stating  that  they  disapproved  of  addi- 
tional diet  being  allowred  to  paupers  employed  in  responsible  situations  in  the 
house,  wras  read  to  the  Board,  and  the  master  was  ordered  not  to  issue  such 
extra  rations  in  future,  except  to  two  men,  who  are  employed  in  whitewashing 
the  fever  hospital,  to  whom  the  Board  considered  it  would  be  most  advisable 
to  continue  it,  as  the  w’ork  they  are  engaged  in  is  quite  different  from  that  of 
any  of  the  other  paupers,  and  their  having  extra  diet,  w'ould  lessen  to  them  the 
danger  of  infection. 

I think  the  view  the  Guardians  have  taken  of  this  is  just,  and  that  (if  the 
Commissioners  would  sanction  it),  men  employed  in  the  fever  hospital  might 
be  considered  exceptions  to  the  general  rule. 

The  relieving  officers  in  this  Union  receive  daily  applications  for  relief  from 
women  whose  husbands  have  deserted  them.  They  have  hitherto  given  them 
relief,  as  otherwise  these  women  and  their  children  would  starve,  but  as  a 
general  rule,  I think  it  is  very  objectionable,  as  it  encourages  men  to  desert 
their  wives  and  children,  knowing  that  when  thus  left,  they  will  receive  relief 
from  the  rates.  In  everjr  case  an  attempt  is  made  to  discover  where  the 
husband  has  gone  to,  in  order  that  he  may  be  prosecuted,  but  in  general  without 
any  success. 

I have  to  request  that  you  would  inform  me,  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners,  it  would  be  most  advisable  to  do,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. 

Since  I have  written  the  above,  I have  received  an  anonymous  letter,  stating 
“ that  if  I did  not  give  relief  to  the  poor,  death  would  be  my  lot,  and  that  all 
“ the  army  in  Cashel  would  not  save  me,  so  that  I might  get  my  coffin  ready.” 
I mention  this  to  the  Commissioners,  as  it  entirely  corroborates  what  I before 
stated,  that  the  people  all  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  altogether  in  my  power  to 
stop  or  to  continue  issuing  out-door  relief  as  I think  proper. 

The  Commissioners,  however,  may  rest  assured  that  these  circumstances 
shall  not  in  the  least  intimidate  me  in  the  performance  of  my  duty,  or  induce 
me  to  follow  any  course  different  from  what  I may  consider  it  most  advisable 
to  adopt. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  24,  1S48. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  much  regret  that  you  should  have 
been  exposed  to  attempts  at  intimidation  in  the  honest  discharge  of  your  duty ; 
but  they  do  not  doubt  that  the  magistrates  of  the  Union  will  give  you  that 
protection  which  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  require. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  highly  desirable  that  not  a single  Guardian 
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shall  have  reason  to  assert  that  he  is  ignorant  of  the  provisions  of  the  law 
respecting  out-door  relief,  and  they  have  accordingly  sent  to  each  Guardian  in 
Ireland  a little  manual  containing  information  on  the  subject ; but . the 
Commissioners  have  more  than  once  addressed  the  Board  of  Guardians  thereon, 
in  order  that  no  means  may  be  left  untried  for  removing  misconception 
amongst  the  labouring  classes  on  this  head. 


Further  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Robinson  : — 

April  26,  184b. 

Adverting  to  that  part  of  your  report  of  the  22nd  instant  relative  to 
Cashel  Union,  on  which  you  state  that  the  Guardians  have  passed  a resolution 
requesting  the  Commissioners  to  renew  the  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the 
20th  May,  and  you  recommend  compliance  with  their  request,  I am  directed 
by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  have  given  directions  for  the 
preparation  of  an  order  in  compliance  with  the  Guardians’  request.  The  order 
will  be  issued  before  the  existing  order  expires,  and  the  Commissioners  will 
address  the  Guardians  by  this  night’s  post,  urging  upon  them  the  importance 
of  making  such  arrangements  as  will  enable  them,  by  the  time  the  renewed 
order  expires,  to  provide  sufficient  relief  for  all  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union 
without  having  further  recourse  to  the  provisions  of  the  2nd  section  of  the 
Irish  Relief  Extension  Act. 

The  Commissioners  will  raise  no  objection  to  the  extra  diet  which  has  been 
allowed  by  the  Guardians  to  the  men  who  are  employed  whitewashing  the 
fever  wards,  provided  the  medical  officer  is  of  opinion  that  such  extra  diet  is 
necessary  under  the  circumstances,  and  is  calculated  to  lessen  the  danger  of 
infection. 

The  Commissioners  concur  with  you  in  thinking  that  affording  relief  to 
women  and  children  whose  husbands  and  parents  have  deserted  them  may 
operate  as  an  encouragement  to  desertion.  Still,  where  the  destitution  of  such 
women  and  children  is  undoubted,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Guardians  to  relieve 
them.  The  Commissioners  would  recommend  that  in  all  such  cases  the  relief 
afforded  should  be  in  the  workhouse;  that  efforts  should  be  made  to  discover 
the  husband  or  parent  with  a view  to  his  being  punished,  under  the  2nd  section 
of  the  Irish  Vagrant  Act  (10  and  11  Vic.,  c.  84) ; and  with  this  view  hand- 
bills might  be  circulated,  offering  a reward  for  his  apprehension ; the  relief  in 
such  cases  might  also  be  deemed  to  be  given  by  way  of  loan,  and  the  cost 
price  of  such  relief  would  then  be  recoverable,  under  the  55th  section  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  from  the  husband  or  parent. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — April  26,  1848. 

The.  Commissioners  have  received  a report  from  their  Inspector,  Mr. 
Robinson,  m which  he  adverts  to  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Cashel  Union  on  the  20th  instant,  requesting  that  the  order 
authorizing  out-door  relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension 
Act  may  be  continued  until  the  20th  of  May  next,  and  Mr.  Robinson  recom- 
mends that  this  request  be  complied  with. 

The  Commissioners  have  accordingly  given  directions  for  the  preparation  of 
an  order,  m compliance  with  the  Guardians’  request,  as  they  are  apprehensive, 
from  the  large  number  of  persons  who  are  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the  Cashel 
Union  that  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  the  authority  to  administer  such  relief 
might  be  attended  with  - inconvenience  and  embarrassment  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians. 

The  Commissioners,  however,  desire  to  impress  upon  the  Board  of  Guardians 
the  great  importance  not  only  to  the  rate-payers,  but  also  to  the  poor  themselves, 
that  an  effort  should  be  made  at  this  period  to  break  through  the  habit  of 
dependence  on  the  rates  for  support,  and  to  induce  the  able-bodied  poor  to  rely 
more  upon  their  own  exertions.  With  this  view,  the  Commissioners  would, 
recommend  the  Guardians  gradually  to  reduce  the  out-door  relief  lists,  bv 
staking  off  from  time  to  time  such  of  the  able-bodied  recipients  as  there  is 
reason  to  believe  could  obtain  independent  employments  if  they  exerted  them- 
selves lor  that  purpose,  and  by  making  the  workhouse  as  extensively  available 
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as  possible  for  the  relief  of  the  able-bodied  men  and  their  families,  and,  if 
necessary,  by  taking  steps  to  increase  the  existing  workhouse  accommodation  • 
so  that,  on  the  expiration  of  the  time  to  which  the  new  order  will  be  limited,’ 
the  Guardians  may  be  in  a position  to  administer  adequate  relief  to  all  the 
destitute  poor  in  the  Union,  without  having  further  recourse  to  the  provisions  of 
the  20th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  27,  1848. 

A large  number  of  men,  amounting  to  about  150,  from  the  electoral 
division  of  Fethard,  who  had  been  struck  off  the  out-door  relief  list,  came  to 
the  door  of  the  workhouse  to  demand  relief.  I had  been  informed  by  the 
relieving  officer  that  he  knew  they  intended  to  do  so,  and  therefore  I sent  for 
some  police  in  case  they  might  attempt  any  violence.  We  then  told  them  that 
they  would  be  taken  into  the  house  when  they  brought  a ticket  from  then- 
relieving  officer,  and  came  with  their  families,  but  we  refused  to  give  them  out- 
door relief  or  to  admit  them  without  their  families. 

The  relieving  officer  for  Fethard  was  present,  who  informed  us  that  he  had 
told  them  before  that  they  could  not  be  admitted  to  the  house  without  their 
families 5 it  was  therefore  evidently  a scheme,  got  up  in  order  to  try  to  fill  the 
house,  and  thus  to  force  on  the  out-door  relief.  When  they  found  the 
Guardians  were  determined  about  the  matter  they  dispersed,  and  said  they 
would  return  to-morrow  with  their  families,  but  I do  not  think  that  many 
will  do  so,  and  if  they  should,  I have  no  doubt  but  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
admit  them  all.  I am  quite  sure  that  if  they  do  come  in  most  of  them  will  not 
remain  more  than  a day,  as  it  is  evidently  a plan,  fixed  upon  by  them,  to 
endeavour  to  fill  up  all  the  available  space  in  the  workhouse. 

There  was  little  business  of  importance  transacted  by  the  Board  this  day,  as 
they  were  engaged  nearly  the  whole  day  in  examining  and  accepting  tenders 
for  meal  and  other  provisions  for  the  ensuing  month. 

I brought  before  the  notice  of  the  Board  the  financial  state  of  the  Union ; 
the  very  large  amount  of  its  liabilities,  and  the  very  small  amount  of  the 
weekly  collections.  It  was  resolved,  that  the  collectors  should  be  ordered  to 
make  out  lists  of  all  persons  owing  rate  to  the  amount  of  2/.  and  upwards. 
This  list  will  be  laid  before  the  Board  at  their  next  meeting,  and  such  directions 
given  to  each  collector  with  respect  to  the  different  defaulters  as  will  leave 
him  no  choice  as  to  howr  he  must  act. 

I have  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  this  myself  every  fortnight,  but  I anticipate 
good  results  from  its  being  done  by  the  Guardians,  who,  of  course,  must  have 
much  more  local  knowledge  than  I can  have,  and  be  better  aware  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  different  persons  who  will  appear  on  the  collectors’  lists. 

The  Guardians,  at  my  request,  resolved  on  next  Thursday  to  elect  an  assistant 
porter  to  take  charge  of  the  gate  at  the  auxiliary  house.  This  duty  has  been 
performed  hitherto  by  a pauper,  but  the  house  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,  and  I consider  that  it  is  not  advisable  that  the  situation  should  be  filled 
by  any  other  than  a paid  officer,  who  must  be  responsible  for  what  passes  in  or 
out  of  the  workhouse. 


Mr.  Robinson  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  28,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  to  the  Poor  Law'  Commissioners,  that  upon 
yesterday  evening,  I again  received  a notice,  threatening  my  life.  I annex  a 
copy  of  the  letter  (as  nearly  as  I can  W'rite  it). 

Mr.  Hancock,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  was  here  at  the  time,  and  at  his  recom- 
mendation I have  lodged  information  upon  the  subject,  with  the  stipendiary 
magistrate,  to  whom  I have  given  the  original  letter. 

Both  he  and  the  police  officer  are  of  opinion,  that  there  is  a possibility  of 
finding  out  the  person  by  whom  it  was  written.  It  was  evidently  in  the  same 
handwriting  as  the  one  I had  received  upon  that  day  week. 


f‘  Robberts,  I again  caution  you  for  this  time  and  no  more,  i have  given  you  a chance, 
and  vou  did  not  take  that  chauee,  but  bv  the  Emmaculate  God  you  mav  Prepare  your  coffin, 

P* 
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i have  left  wide  in  the  shoulders  for 
for  this. 


you  have  narrow  and  vagabond  shoulders,  mark  my  words 
“ A Cashel  man  shall  crush  your  feet  you  Ruffin.” 


A true  Copy. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — May  2,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  feel  much  concern  that  you  should 
have  again  received  a threatening  notice ; they  are  glad,  however,  to  learn  that 
there  is  a probability  that  the  writer  will  be  discovered,  and  they  do  not  doubt 
that  every  necessary  protection  will  be  afforded  to  you  by  the  magistrates  and 
the  police. 
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Enniskillen  Union. 

ENNISKILLEN  UNION. 


Mr.  D Arc;.  Temporary  Inspector  of  Bally-shannon  Union,  to  the 
Commissioners  -.—March  2,‘lS48. 

...  Ln  0,«d!eMe  to  your  commands  I came  to  Enniskillen  on  the  98th 
st,te’of  ftsSnnT3  n°'V  ‘ le  reP°,rt*nS  generally  on  its  condition,  tlie 

tlffi  destitute'  ’ am°Unt  of  1>ablll,les>  and  the  relief  which  is  being  afforded  to 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  I went  to  the  workhouse  and  inspected  every  nart 
o it  The  house  itself  is  well  kept,  clean,  and  orderly  - and  the  master  Leins 
attentive  and  intelligent.  The  yards  and  sewerage  are  in  a wretched  state. 

The  clothing  of  the  paupers  is  very  defective,  being  much  worn  and  not  suffi- 
cient in  quantity.  I he  master  told  me  there  was  not  a change  of  linen  for  the 
females  whilst  that  whicli  was  soiled  was  being  washed. 

When  I had  finished  the  examination  of  the  house  I sent  for  the  clerk  who 
had  not  left  it  long  before ; and  when  I obtained  his  attendance,  I commenced 
arrangements  to  enable  me  to  obtain  the  necessary  information  upon  which  to 
make  tins  report,  and  directed  lum  to  communicate  with  the  several  collectors 
i r,;')UIr“  tl.,el.r  attendance  at  the  workhouse  on  Wednesday,  the  1st 
of  March  instant,  with  their  collecting  and  receipt  hooks. 

Tuesday,  the  29th  of  February,  I again  visited  the  workhouse,  and  commenced 
the  examination  of  the  documents  calculated  to  show  the  state  of  the  Union  as 
regarded  its  debts  and  ability  and  prospect  of  discharging  them.  As  I was  thus 
engaged  some  of  the  relieving  officers  entered  the  Board-room,  and  I took  their 
Application  and  Report  Books  to  ascertain  what  amount  of  relief  was  afforded 
and  on  what  principle ; and  I must  say  I found  it  totally  inadequate  to  support  the 
recipients  m some  cases  not  so  much  as  3d.  for  each  individual  of  a family  being 
allowed  weekly  and  of  winch  I gtve  the  following  instances,  as  taken  from  the 
books  oi  the  relieving  officers  then  present: — 


Manor  of  Carrich  Relief  District. 

Catherine  Smilh  (widow)  with  six  children,  weekly  allowance,  Is.  8 d. 
William  hoss  (lame  and  infirm)  with  wife  and ‘five  children,  weekly 
allowance,  2s.  1 

Anne  M'Kinley  (widow)  with  two  children,  aged  respectively  14  and 
12  years,  weekly  allowance,  Is. 

Pat  Curren  (dropsical)  wile  and  five  children,  weekly  allowance,  2s. 


Ballyreagh  Belief  District. 

Miles  M-Cann  (in  fever)  wife  and  six  children,  2s.  id.  weekly  allow- 
ance.  J 

Catherine  Bannon  (widow)  and  four  children.  Is.  4d.  weekly  allow- 
ance.  J 


Sarah  Doneily  (widow,  sickly)  with  two  children,  aged  respectively 
and  1 1 years,  Is.  weekly  allowance. 


14 


Tempo  Relief  Distinct. 

Hose  Maguire  and  three  children  (widow,  this  is  a case  of  great  distress,) 
allowed  weekly  Is.  4 d. 

Elizabeth  Maguire  and  three  children  (widow,  has  been  in  Armagh 
asylum  nearly  two  years  and  continues  ill,)  Is.  weekly  allowance. 

BolyweU  Relief  District. 

Andrew  Millar  (widower,  ruptured.)  with  four  children.  Is.  8 d weekly 
allowance  J 

P 2 
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Enniskillen  Union.  J could  multiply  instances  such  as  tlie  foregoing ; in  fact  all  the  cases  that  came 
under  my  observation  were  of  the  same  sort,  and  about  the  same  scale  ol  allow- 
ance, except  single  individuals,  old  and  infirm ; that  description  of  case  being 
allowed  8 a.  per  week.  The  general  rule  they  adopt  is  to  allow  8 d.  for  adults,  .and 
4c/.  for  those  dependent  upon  them  ; but  should  the  family  be  large  they  throw 
out  the  youngest  or  two  youngest  of  the  children,  not  even  allowing  the  miserable 
weekly  sum  of  4eZ.  for  them  all.  _ _ 

As  I was  thus  engaged  with  the  hooks  ot  the  relieving  officers  the  Guardians 
began  to  assemble,  as  it  happened  to  be  Board-day.  I suited  to  them  that  I did 
not  attend  or  come  here  as  Inspector;  that  I came  for  the  purpose  ot  examining 
the  condition  of  the  Union  generally,  and  I should  therefore  retire  to  the  clerk  s 
office  to  prosecute  my  inquiry,  which  I accordingly  did. 

After  some  time  the  clerk  came  to  me  saying  that  the  Guardians  wished  to  see 
me,  and  I at  once  returned  to  the  Board-room.  The  Chairman  asked  me,  it  from 
what  I saw  of  their  workhouse,  &c.,  I had  anything  to  suggest  to  them.  Again 
mentioning  I did  not  do  so  at  all  in  the  capacity  of  Inspector,  I told  them  I 
thought  the  out-door  relief  afforded  by  them  quite  insufficient ; and.  that  they 
should  make  provision  for  the  relief  of  persons  in  fever  ; that  the  relieving  officers 
told  me  “ that  fever  and  other  infectious  disease  was  very  prevalent  in  their  several 
“ districts,  and  they  found  the  guardians  so  stringent  that  they  were  afraid  to 
“ afford  medical  relief.’’  I pointed  out  the  awful  consequences  that  must  ensue 
should  cholera 'visit  this  country  and  find  the  inhabitants  predisposed  to  its  in- 
fluence from  these  causes.  I then  directed  their  attention  to  the  great  want  of 
sufficient  day-room  accommodation  in  their  workhouse,  especially  for  females  and 
children.  The  number  of  tlie  former  in  the  house  was  368,  and  of  the  latter 
(that  is,  infants  under  two  years)  45.  The  female  day-room  is  only  28  feet  4 
inches  long  by  15  feet  10  inches  wide,  and  the  nursery  17  feet  6 inches  by  16  feet 
6 inches.  I told  them  I had  been  through  the  workhouse  the  previous  evening, 
and  that  I saw  the  women  sitting  on  the  floor  in  the  day-room  packed  as  closely 
as  possible — in  fact  wedged  together — and  that  this  must  be  a fruitful  source  of 
disease ; the  doors  and  windows  of  the  room  were  all  open,  and  still  the  smell 
was  most  offensive. 

I inquired  of  them  had  they  made  any  provision  for  additional  workhouse 
accommodation ; they  replied  they  had  not,  that  it  could  not  be  obtained  in 
Enniskillen.  This,  1 said,  I could  hardly  understand,  as  it  is  a town  of  con- 
siderable size  ; and  in  Ballyshannon,  so  much  less,  and  so  miserable  compared  to 
it,  the  Guardians  had  taken  two  houses,  and  found  owners  just  now  very  glad  to 
get  tenants. 

When  I left  the  Board-room,  Dr.  Nixon,  the  medical  officer,  asked  me  if  I had 
any  objection  to  go  with  him  through  the  infirmary  and  hospitals,  and  I at  once 
accompanied  him. 

To  explain  how  the  hospitals  are  situated  as  regards  the  workhouse,  it  is 
necessary  to  describe  the  position  it  stands  in : Lough  Erne,  which  washes  Ennis- 
killen, separates  the  town  from  the  workhouse,  and  a boat  is  kept  by  the  Guardians 
to  convey  persons  backwards  and  forwards. 

The  first  of  these  auxiliaries  to  the  workhouse  infirmary  which  I shall  notice  is 
that  called  Hall’s-lane  fever  hospital,  and  is  in  the  town. 

The  second  stands  on  the  workhouse  ground,  and  is  a thatched  cabin,  dignified 
by  the  appellation  of  the  cottage. 

The  third  is  a wooden  building,  also  on  the  workhouse  ground,  called  the 
recovery,  or  wooden  house. 

The  total  number  under  medical  treatment  upon  this  day  was  242 ; of  these 
10/  were  in  fever  and  small-pox,  which  cannot  now  be  stayed  by  vaccination,  as 
the  doctor  told  me  he  has  been  obliged  to  give  that  practice  up,  from  the  reduced 
condition  of  the  children  from  want  of  food  and  sufficient  diet,  as  the  incision  made 
in  the  arm  to  receive  the  infection  becomes  a sloughing  gangrene,  which  produces 
almost  certain  death. 

Upon  entering  Hall’s-lane  fever  hospital,  I found  hut  one  room  habitable,  as  the 
roof  of  the  rest  of  the  house  had  fallen  in,  (the  particulars  of  which  will  be  found 
in  extracts  from  Dr.  Nixon’s  reports,  which  I transmit)  ; in  this  room  were  13 
fever  patients  in  seven  beds. 

The  cottage  contained  44  patients  and  two  assistants  in  20  beds ; of  this  number 
29  were  in  one  room,  18  feet  long  by  16  wide.  Immediately  previous  to  my  visit 
there  had  been  five  children  in  one  bed,  three  of  whom  were  in  fever  and  two  in 
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small-pox;  they  had  just  been  removed  as  I entered  the  room— two  still  remain-  Enniskilkn  Onion. 

111  £f»  one  in  lever  and  one  in  small-pox.  

No  statement  of  mine  can  convey  an  idea  of  the  wretched  condition  the 
inmates  of  this  house  were  in  ; I have  frequently  heard  the  horrors  of  Skibbereen 
quoted,  blit  they  can  hardly  have  exceeded  these. 

The  recovery-house,  so  called,  contained  39  persons,  when  I went  through  it; 
the  doctor  assured  me  more  deaths  had  taken  place  here  in  consequence  of  dropsy 
and  dysentery,  induced  by  the  damp,  than  from  actual  fever. 

I was  informed  by  Mr.  Fee,  one  of  the  Guardians,  that  from  the  1st  of 
January,  1&4/,  to  1st  of  October  following,  800  deaths  had  occurred  amongst  the 
workhouse  paupers.  The  papers  which  follow,  marked  Enclosure  No.  I.,  are 
extracts  from  the  doctor’s  reports  to  the  Board. 

~S,\  ednesday,  the  1st  of  March,  I went  by  appointment  to  the  workhouse,  to 
meet  (lie  collectors,  and  I desired  they  should  make  me  out  a list  of  the  Guardians 
who  owed  their  rates  upon  the  29th  of  February,  and  also  the  immediate  lessors. 

I lound  great  reluctance  on  the  part  of  some  to  do  so,  evidently  wishing  to  screen 
the  parties ; and  I warned  them  to  be  cautious  how  they  attempted  to  deceive  me, 
as  I w ould  swear  them  to  the  truth  of  their  lists.  One  or  two  stated  that  the 
landlords  would  not  pay  for  the  tenants  under  4 1 value,  for  whom  they  were 
liable,  and  insisted  they  should  levy  it  off  the  tenants ; another  collector,  Mr. 

Morrison,  stated,  that  even  the  magistrates  did  not  support  the  collectors;  aud 
gave  an  instance,  where  he  had  summoned  for  rates  on  the  20th  ultimo,  the  magis- 
trates refused  to  go  into  the  cases,  and  adjourned  them  for  three  weeks. 

This  moment,  as  I write,  I am  informed  that  Guardians  and  immediate  lessors 
are  making,  or  are  about  to  make  payments,  hoping  to  avoid  my  returning  them  in 
nrrear;  and  I am  told,  in  consequence,  this  week’s  collection  will  be  three  times 
larger  than  last.  If  I am  permitted  I shall  return  here  for  a day  in  the  next 
w eek  to  report  the  sum  so  paid,  and  the  difference  as  between  it  and  that  of  the 
previous  week’s  collection.  The  lists  of  arrears  here  follow.  Enclosure,  No.  II., 
and  the  names  of  Guardians  who  have  not  yet  paid. 

The  Enclosure  III.  is  a statement  in  tabular  form,  showing  the  date  the  rate 
was  made,  and  its  amount  collected  and  uncollected  up  to  the  31st  of  January 
hu-t^:  the  last  monthly  accounts  are  not  yet  completed. 

Enclosure  IV.  is  a statement  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Union,  See.,  and  the  sum, 
if  they  were  discharged,  that  would  remain  for  the  purposes  of  relief.  - 

Upon  a careful  consideration  of  the  position  of  this  Union,  and  a general  review 
of  its  affairs,  I am  satisfied  it  must  proceed  from  bad  to  worse  if  the  Commis- 
sioners do  not  exercise  some  control ; and  I am  equally  convinced  that  a little 
energy  and  determination  wrould  speedily  collect  the  present  rate : were  that  once 
accomplished,  and  a different  system  pursued  in  future,  that  is  to  say,  to  purchase 
for  cash,  and  not  on  credit  of  a doubtful  description ; to  estimate  carefully  and 
strike  sufficient  rates  to  meet  demands ; to  attend  regularly  as  a Board,  determined 
to  perform  their  duty  and  overcome  their  difficulties  ; I am  convinced,  I say  again, 
that  such  a course  would  enable  the  Guardians  of  this  wealthy  Union  to  maintain 
their  paupers  on  very  moderate  rates  ; but  if  the  former  course  is  persevered  in, 
and  contractors  paid  double  prices  for  every  article  consumed,  it  must  finally 
result  in  the  bankruptcy  of  the  Union,  and  the  ruin  of  the  rate-payers. 


Enclosures. 

I. 

Copies  of  Reports  made  to  the  Ennisldllen  Board  of  Guardians  by  the  Medical  Officer , in  the 
months  of  January  and  February  of  the  present  year : — 

Tuesday,  January  4th. — Had  to  order  plank  down  to  the  recovery-house,  as  there  is  not  a 
portion  of  the  floor  dry  in  the  male  side  except  where  the  beds  are  standing.  This  order  bears 
date  the  3rd. 

Have  to  report  that  the  roof  of  one-half  of  the  temporary  fever  hospital  in  HallVlane  fell  in 
yesterday;  the  other  half  is  unsafe,  and  cau  only  contain  about  15  patients  in  a miserable 
wav- 

V\ould  wish  to  know  how  the  cases  of  fever  now  arising  over  100  are  to  be  provided  for,  as  I 
am  ordered  not  to  admit  more  than  that  number. 

Tuesday , 1 Ith.- — Have  to  report  that  the  roof  of  the  temporary  fever  hospital  further  gave 
way  on  the  evening  ot  the  7th  instant;  in  consequence  was  obliged  to  have  most  of  the  patients 
brought  across  the  lake,  in  the  rain,  at  11  o’clock  at  night,  to  their  great  injury.  Since  then 
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have  had  it  partially  shored  up.  Further,  the  accommodation  for  fever  patients  is  quite  insuf- 
ficient for  the  cases  arising  in  the  house,  and  there  is  at  present  a person  affected  with  that 
disease  seeking  admission.  Under  these  circumstances,  would  wish  to  know  how  I am  to  act, 
as  those  at  present  suffering  from  fever  are  in  a miserable  state  for  want  of  room. 

January  16 th.  (Read  to  Bourdon  18th).— Most  of  the  deaths  occur  in  the  fever  depart- 
ment, and  are  caused  by  those  in  the  recovery-house  getting  improper  diet.  1 ins  morning 
one  died  in  consequence.  The  causes  before  mentioned  also  affect  the  inmates  ot  same 
materially.  . , . .. 

Tuesday,  25th.— Have  to  report  again  the  want  of  accommodation  lor  lever  patients, 
nothin^  having  been  done  since  last  meeting.  On  Saturday  night  was  called  up  to  Hall  s- 
lane  hospital,  another  portion  of  the  roof  of  which  was  giving  way ; had  to  get  assistance  and 
plank  to  prop  it  up;  and  on  Sunday  had  to  get  more  assistance  for  like  purpose.  It  is  more 
than  probable  that  the  house  will  all  fall  in  when  the  thaw  comes  on  after  this  severe  lrost. 

February  16th.— The  accommodation  for  fever  patients  and  small-pox  still  continues  insuf- 
ficient. There  are  37  patients  in  18  bedsteads;  some  of  them  afflicted  with  small-pox.  The 
latter  disease  is  increasing.  , 

26th. — The  want  of  clothing,  particularly  for  children,  is  such  that  cleanliness  cannot  be 
observed. 

Tuesday , 2Wi.—l  beg  to  report  that  some  additional  accommodation  should  be  at  once 
provided  for  persons  affected  with  fever  and  small-pox,  the  latter  ol  which  is  increasing.  In 
consequence  of  the  hospital  in  Hall’s-lane,  the  cottage  on  shore  is  over-crowded ; ■ there  being  at 
present  46,  and  only  room  for  20  bedsteads ; some  in  small-pox,  some  in  fever. 

The  medical  Poor  Law  Commissioner  reported  this  house  only  fit  for  20  patients. 

In  the  emergency,  ordered  one  probationary  ward  to  be  allocated  for  the  reception  of  persons 
affected  wilh  small-pox  until  the  meeting  of  the  Board  this  day. 

George  Alcock  Nixon,  M.D. 

March  1,  1848. 
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II.  Enniskillen  Union . 

List  of  Arrears  due  by  Ex-officio  and  Elective  Guardians  up  to  29th  February. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Townlands. 

Amount  of 
Rate. 

Tempo 

Lottan  . 

Henry  Armstrong 

£.  s.  d. 
2 12  1 

Manor  of  Carrick 

Lisbellaw 

James  Copeland,  a portion  due 

Clabby  . 

Clabby  Green  . 

John  Monaghan  .... 

2 12  3 

Enniskillen 

Main  Street 

Edward  Rogers,  Esq.  . 

6 0 4 

Ditto  . 

Silverhill 

Ditto  .... 

2 11  9 

Ditto  . 

Windmill  Hill  . 

Ditto  . . • 

0 10  2 

Ditto  . 

Derrycharrow  . 

William  A.  Dane,  Esq.  . 

9 2 3 
2 16  6* 

Florence  Court'  . 

Drumoghill 

Alexander  Wilson 

2 17  1 

Kinawley  . 

Crocknacreevy 

Robert  Crozier  .... 

1 15  9 

Killinagh  . 

Loughen 

Patt  M'Govem  .... 

6 0 0 

Ditto  . 

Loughen 

Richard  Tubman 

6 0 0 

Ditto  . 

Barren  . 

Ditto  • . 

J 19  0 

Ditto 

Thornhill 

Ditto  .... 

4 14  0 

Ditto  . 

Unshogugh 

Ditto  . . . 

S 14  0 

Glen 

Lisnagrove 

Late  Guardian,  Terence  Magovern, 

16  7 0 

Tullynamoltra  . 

Drumlaydon,  or  Bone- 

paid  part. 

Nathaniel  Maguire,  Esq. 

4 16  4 

Ditto  . 

brook. 
Beetra  . 

Ditto 

1 13  0 

Ditto  . 

Curlaugh 

D.uo  .... 

1 10  O 

Ditto  . 

Lananeriagb  . 

Ditto  • . 

1 7 3 

Ex-officio  Guardians  in  Arrear. 

Earl  of  Enniskillen 
Edward  Archdall 

John  H.  Story  .... 
Charles  Faussett  . 

9 6 7 

List  of  Arrears  due  by  Immediate  Lessors  to  29th  February,  1848. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Townlands. 

Names  of  Immediate  Leisure. 

Amount  of 
Rate. 

£.  s.  d. 

Tempo 

Glen 

Mr.  Richards  . 

4 0 0 

Ditto  . 

Drumackin 

Ditto  .... 

2 0 0 

Ditto  . 

Coolcran 

Ditto  .... 

6 0 O 

Ditto  . 

Ditto  . 

Ditto  .... 

2 0 0 

14  0 0 

Manor  of  Carrick 

Killee  . 

Rev.  Mr.  Porter  .... 

2 10  0 

Ditto  . 

Cloghtogle 

Ditto  .... 

3 10  0 

Ditto  . 

Tatty  gar 

. Ditto  . . 

2 0 0 

Ditto  . 

Mullev  . 

Ditto  .... 

3 0 U 

Guardians  in  Arrear. 

11  0 0 

Tempo  . 

Manor  of  Carrick 

Lettan 

Lisbellaw 

Henry  Armstrong 

James  Copeland,  portion  still  due  . 

2 12  1 
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List  of  Arrears  due  by  Immediate  Lessors,  &c. — continued. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Townlands. 

Names  of  Immediate  Lessors. 

Amount  of 
Rate. 

£. 

d. 

Kilskeery . 

Relagh 

John  H.  Story,  Esq. 

12 

0 

0 

Ditto  . 

Derryallen 

Ditto 

Ditto  . 

Realtons  . 

Ditto 

22 

16 

0 

Effernan  Glebe  . 

Rev.  John  Grey  Porter  . 

4 

0 

0 

Ditto  . 

Derryallen  Glebe 

Ditto 

* 

11 

0 

Ditto  . 

Kilskeery  Glebe 

Ditto 

0 

Ditto  . 

Clooncaldra  Glebe 

Ditto 

4 

0 

11 

14 

0 

Ditto  . 

Dreigh 

Colonel  Archdall  . 

2 

10 

0 

Ditto 

Rossnareeu 

Rev.  Mr.  Gresson 

2 

10 

0 

Ditto  . 

Kilnock  . 

Ditto 

2 

10 

0 

Ditto  . 

Ditto  . 

Ditto 

1 

5 

0 

Ditto  . 

Lifford 

Ditto 

6 

0 

0 

12 

5 

0 

Clabby  1 . 

Camgart  . 

Rev.  John  Grey  Porter 

2 

5 

0 

Ditto  . . . 

Glegesh  . 

Thomas  Kernaghan 

2 

13 

7 

Guardian  who  has  not  paid  his  Hates 

in  Clabby  Electoral  Division. 

Clabby 

Clabby  Green  . 

John  Monaghan  . 

2 

12 

3 

Ballyreagh 

Killee 

Alexander  Betty,  Esq.  . 

4 

6 

5 

Ditto 

Cavanalough  Glebe  . 

Rev.  H.  Burke  . 

4 

2 

0* 

Ditto  . 

Ballydoolagb 

Earl  of  Enniskillen 

1 

9 

10 

Ditto  . 

Breacho  . 

Ditto 

6 

3 

0 

7 

12 

10 

Ditto  . 

Drummurry 

Andrew  Crawford,  Esq. 

0 

19 

3 

Ditto  . 

Curran 

Ditto 

0 

7 

10 

' Ditto  . 

Cleenaghan 

Ditto 

0 

10 

2 

Ditto  . 

Killymitten 

Ditto 

0 

15 

6 

Ditto  . 

Beaugh 

Ditto 

4 

0 

7 

Ditto  . 

Knockmanowl  . 

Ditto 

0 

8 

1 

Ditto 

Salry 

Ditto  . . 

0 

8 

2 

7 

9 

7 

Ditto  . 

Coagb 

Mr.  Crozier 

6 

2 

3 

Ditto  . 

Cavantillycormic 

Ditto 

1 

2 

6 

7 

4 

9 

Ditto  . 

Drumreany 

John  Collum,  Esq. 

2 

1 

Ditto  . 

Drumslow 

Ditto 

2 

7 

5 

4 

10 

6 

Ditto  . 

Drumkeen 

Mrs.  Anderson 

5 

2 

3 

Ballicassidy 

Shanmullagh 

Edward  Archdall,  Esq.  . 

3 

5 

71 

Ditto  . 

Ballicassidy 

Ditto 

2 

16 

6* 

Ditto  . 

Kilgartnaleasue  . 

Ditto 

0 

11 

1* 

Ditto  . 

Cloughbally 

Ditto 

0 

4 

5* 

Ditto  . 

Monolla  . 

Ditto 

0 

5 

64 

Ditto  . 

Trory 

Ditto 

0 

11 

04 

7 

14 

44 
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Electoral  Divisions. 

Townlands. 

Names  of  Immediate  Lessors. 

Amount  of 
Rate. 

Ballycassidy 

Mullaghmeen  . 

£.  s. 

d. 

Ditto  . 

Relaugh  . 

Ditto  . . 

0 12 

1 4 

7 

The  above  are  ex-officio  Guardians. 

Enniskillen  , . 

Dame-street  . . 

Representatives  of  Dr.  Collum 

4 0 

0 

Ditto  . 

Main-street 

Ditto  . . . . 

0 IS 

0 

4 18 

0 

Ditto  . 

Pudding-lane  . 

Rev.  Mr.  King  .... 

2 10  0 

Ditto  . 

Galbraiths’-row 

Captain  Galbraith  . . 

10  3 

4 

Ditto  . . . 

Tonystick 

Town  Commissioners  . . 

3 12 

0 

Ditto  . 

Barrack-lane  . 

Rev.  John  Auchinleck  . 

1 6 

0 

Ditto  . 

Tolls  and  customs 

Ditto  . 

Ditto  . 

Ditto  . 

Boston  . 

Ditto 

Cole-street 

Ditto  .... 

1 10 

0 

41  8 

6 

Guardians  in  arrear. 

Ditto  . 

Derrycharrow  . 

William  A.  Dane,  Esq.  . 

2 16 

6i 

Ditto  . 

Main-street 

Edward  Rogers,  Esq.,  representative 

of  William  Kidney. 

6 0 

4 

Ditto  . 

Silver-hill 

2 11 

Ditto  . 

Windmill-hill  . 

Ditto  .... 

0 10 

2 

9 2 

3 

■Castlecoole 

Castlecoole  . . 

Representatives  of  Earl  Belmore 

151  4 

0 

Laragli  . 

Derryagna 

Commissioners  of  Education  . 

0 14 

0 

Ditto  . . 

Sessiaugh 

4 10 

0 

Ditto  • . . 

Drumbargy 

Ditto  .... 

2 4 

0 

Ditto  . 

Rossdoney 

Ditto  . . . , 

0 6 

0 

Ditto  . 

Derrvinch 

0 5 

0 

Ditto  ... 

Clonatrig  . . 

Ditto  .... 

0 3 

0 

8 2 

0 

Kinawley ... 

Derryheenv 

Earl  of  Enniskillen 

0 3 

5 

Ditto  ... 

Clondarvel 

Ditto  .... 

0 10 

2 

Ditto  . 

Clonliff  . 

1 8 

9 

Ditto  ... 

Crocknacreevy 

Ditto  .... 

0 5 

6 

Ditto  . 

Stragowna  . 

Ditto  .... 

0 4 

9 

2 12 

7 

Ditto  . 

Drumbrughas  . 

Commissioners  of  Education  . 

4 8 

0 

Ditto  . 

Derryhawlaght 

Ditto  .... 

3 0 

0 

Ditto  . 

Crummer 

2 6 

0 

Ditto  . 

Cornacreea 

0 7 

2 

Ditto  . 

Cullatagh  . 

4 5 

0 

Ditto  . 

Teesnaghtaw  . 

Ditto  .... 

1 12 

O 

Ditto  . 

Largincarran  . . 

2 0 

0 

Ditto  . 

Knockbodara  . 

3 0 

0 

Ditto 

Legaduff 

1 17 

6 

Ditto  ... 

Moheranea 

2 0 

0 

Ditto  . . 

Greaghavockan 

Ditto  .... 

2 0 

O 

Ditto  . 

Mullan  . . , 

Ditto  .... 

0 10 

O 

27  5 

8 

Ditto  . . . 

Rosstumoan 

2 16 

0 

Ditto  . 

Gortnacarn 

Ditto  .... 

2 0 

0 

Q 
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Enniskillen  Union, 


List  of  Arrears  due  by  Immediate  Lessors,  &c. — continued. 


Electoral  Divisions.- 

Townlands. 

Names  of  Immediate  Lessors. 

Amount  of 
Rate. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Kinawley  . 

Keenaghan 

Commissioners  of  Education  . 

2 

10 

10 

Ditto 

Corranaheen  . 

Ditto  . . i 

0 

16 

6 

Ditto  . 

Drumcullion  . 

Ditto  .... 

0 

15 

0 

Ditto  . 

Derrylea 

Ditto  . 

1 

3 

0 

3*7 

1 

0 

Ditto 

Drumhariff 

Andrew  Crawford,  Esq. 

1 

7 

0 

Ditto  . 

Corraheen 

Ditto  .... 

0 

9 

0 

Moher  . 

0 

10 

0 

Ditto  . 

Rooskagh,  North 

Ditto  .... 

2 

5 

0 

Ditto  . 

Drumlish 

Ditto  .... 

1 

9 

0 

Ditto  . 

Cornaskeoge 

Ditto  • , • ■ 

5 

11 

4 

Ditto 

Coragh  . 

Ditto  .... 

0 

16 

0 

Ditto  . 

Drumbinnis  . . 

Ditto  .... 

1 

7 

0 

Ditto  . 

Shanrad  . . . 

Ditto  .... 

1 

12 

6 

Ditto  . 

Caldragh 

Ditto  .... 

18 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Corradreen 

Ditto  .... 

2 

0 

0 

35 

6 

10 

Guardian  in  arrear. 

Kinawley  . 

Crocknacreevy  . 

Robert  Crozier  .... 

1 

15 

9 

SeeHecapitulation Sheet  of  Guardians. 

Florence  Court 

Mullaghbane  . 

Earl  of  Enniskillen 

1 

0 

0 

Ditto  . 

Rossoy  . 

Ditto  .... 

0 

10 

0 

Ditto  . 

Knockageehan  . 

Ditto  . . . 

0 

10 

0 

Ditto  . 

Brookfield  . . 

Ditto  . . • 

0 

12 

0 

Ditto  . 

Deerpark 

Ditto 

6 

0 

0 

Ditto  . 

Tullyhona 

Ditto  . . . ■ * 

2 

0 

0 

Ditto  . 

Finlane  . 

Ditto  .... 

2 

10 

0 

Ditto  . 

Gortnacally 

Ditto  . « « . 

1 

1 

4 

Ditto  . 

Florence  Court 

45 

10 

0 

Ditto  . 

Drumlaghey 

Ditto  .... 

0 

10 

0 

Ditto 

Tullogh  . 

Ditto  .... 

2 

10 

0 

Ditto 

Marlbank 

Ditto  .... 

0 

s 

0 

Ditto  . 

Croughrim 

Ditto  .... 

0 

18 

4 

Ditto  . 

Drumoghill  . 

Ditto  .... 

0 

5 

6 

Ditto  . 

Derryhowlagh  . . 

Ditto  . . . 

0 

2 

9 

Ditto  . 

Bumpers  Lodge 

Ditto  .... 

0 

5 

6 

64 

13 

5 

Ditto 

Mullinavigh 

Commissioners  of  Education  . 

3 

5 

0 

Ditto  . 

Larginacarran  . 

Ditto  .... 

0 

7 

9 

Ditto  . 

Gortaluhamy  . 

Ditto  .... 

0 

19 

0 

Ditto  . 

Drumcannon  . 

Ditto  .... 

2 

0 

0 

Ditto  . 

Gallagh  . 

Ditto  . . ... 

1 

0 

0 

Ditto  . 

Derrylester 

Ditto  . . ... 

0 

4 

0 

Ditto 

Greenan  . 

1 

2 

0 

Ditto  . 

Ervony  . 

Ditto  . . , ■ . 

1 

11 

.0 

10 

8 

9 

Guardian  in  arrear. 

Florence  Court 

Drumoghill 

Alexander  Wilson  . • . 

■2 

17 

1 

Cam 

Drumkirk,  Lower 

Thomas  M.  H.  Jones,  Esq.  . . 

0 

16 

3 

Ditto  . 

Legnagaymore  . 

.0 

6 

4 

Holywell- . 

Lurgan-  . 

Ditto  .... 

0 

2 

7 

Ditto  . 

Toppan.  . 

Ditto 

1 

12 

0 

Ditto  . 

Carraglass 

0 18 

0 

Ditto  . 

Cavancorough  . 

0 

6 

Ditto  . 

Gortin  . 

0 

5 

10 

Ditto  . 

Drumonelly 

Ditto  .... 

2 

0 

0 

Ditto  . 

Corralea . 

0 

10 

0 

Ditto 

Corraderrabrock 

0 

10 

Ditto  . 

Belcoo,  East  . 

Ditto  .... 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Belcoo,  West  . 

Ditto  .... 

0 

16 

6 

10 

10 

6 
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List  of  Arrears  due  by  Immediate  Lessors,  &c. — continued. 


Cam 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Holywell  . 

Ditto  . 
Ditto  . 
Ditto  . 
Ditto  . 
Ditto  . 
Ditto  , 
Ditto  . 
Ditto 
Ditto  . 
Ditto  . 
Ditto  . 
Ditto  . 
Ditto  . 
Ditto  . 
Ditto  . 
Ditto 
Ditto  . 
Ditto 
Ditto  . 
Ditto 
Ditto  . 


Letterbreen 
Ditto  . 
Ditto  . 
Ditto  . 


Killinagh . 
Ditto  . 


Carrickbeg 
Kocknahinshin . 
Royfad  . 


Dramman  . 

Gardenhill 

Carr  ickmac  9 aherty 

Carrownaleg  . 

Carrickaloughan 

Gortnaderg 

Carromreemall 

Aughrim 

Templenaffran  . 

Carrickadrantan 

Killycreen 

Tully  brock 

Mullyiusty 

Killycreen,  East 

Crottan  . . 

Cornagee  . 

Creenahoe 

Gardenhill 

Drumcoo 

Ora  Beg . 

Mullyiusty 

Mullan  . 


Lisbofin  . 
Gortahurk 
Drumaconlin 
Mullygarry 


Term  on', 
Cornahow 


Names  of  Immediate  Lessors. 


Colonel  Perceval . 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Representatives  of  the 
Hassard,  Esq. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Charles  Faussett,  Esq.  . 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


These  lands  are  all  in  Mr.  Faussett’s 
own  possession. 

Mr.  O’Brien  .... 

Ditto  .... 


I £.  s.  d. 

0 6 8* 
9 19  l* 
I 15  14  11 

26  0 9 


9 12 
13  3 
3 15 
3 3 

2 14 
6 10 

3 8 
7 9 

10  8 
2 15 
1 2 
1 10 
6 12 
1 3 
1 9 
0 4 
6 19 

0 4 
0 1 
0 10 

1 0 
0 12 


| 84  14  5 

4 10  9 
2 11  4 
2 0 7 
15  3 


10* 

6 


8* 

10* 

10 


10  7 11 


1 0 
8 0 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


• Dernaseer 
. Correevan 

. Corralea  and  Corra 
quigly. 

. Tullynamoil 
. Upper  Kilduff . 

. Middle  Kilduff 

• Dowra  . 

• Derrynalester  . 

. Corrakelldrum 

• Tullynafrieve  . 

• Tullintinty 


• Carricknagrow . 

• Stranamart 

• Gubaveeny 

• Killy  camey 

• Loughen 

- Loughen . 

• Barran  . 

• Thornhill 

• Unshogagh 


Mr.  Dickens  .... 

3 0 0 

Ditto  .... 

5 0 0 

Ditto  .... 

5 0 0 

Ditto  .... 

6 0 0 

Ditto  .... 

3 0 0 

Ditto  .... 

9 0 0 

Ditto  .... 

8 0 0 

Ditto  .... 

10  0 

Ditto  .... 

7 0 0 

Ditto  .... 

2 0 0 

Ditto  .... 

20  0 

51  0 0 

Messrs.  Nixon  . , . 

10  0 0 

James  Moreton,  Esq.  . 

6 0 0 

Colonel  Cullen  .... 

7 0 0 

— Saunders,  Esq. 

2 0 0 

Pat  M‘ Govern  .... 

6 0 0 

Richard  Tubman 

6 0 0 

Ditto  .... 

1 19  & 

Ditto  .... 

4 14  0 

Ditto  .... 

3 14  0 

Mr.  Magovemand  Mr.  Tubman  are  the 

16  7 0 

Guardiaus  of  this  Electoral  Division.  - 

Q2 
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List  of  Arrears  due  by  Immediate  Lessors,  &c. — continued. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Townlands. 

Names  of  Immediate  Lessors. 

Amount  of 
Rate. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Glen 

Derrylahan 

Lord  Ansley 

4 

19 

0 

Ditto 

Creagh  . 

Ditto 

Cornaflin 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Legnagrowe 

Ditto 

11 

0 

Gub 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Derrynakever  . 

• Ditto 

7 

0 

Tullytiernan 

Ditto 

2 

Ditto 

Derrynanta,  Lower  . 

Ditto 

, , Upper  . 

Ditto 

1 

Ditto 

Knockgeeran  . 

Ditto 

6 

Carrick,  West  . 

Ditto 

Correenmackin 

Ditto 

1 

5 

0 

Garvalt,  Lower 
Copenaghmore 

Ditto 

• 1 

10 

0 

Ditto 

■ 0 

18 

0 

Ditto 

Gopenaghbane 

Ditto 

16 

Currava  . 

Ditto 

15 

Gowlat  . . 

Ditto 

• 1 

0 

0 

Cappagh 

Ditto 

3 

5 

0 

Drumhoora 

Ditto 

9 

Ditto 

Derrynatoon  . 

Ditto 

0 

6 

9 

46 

2 

6 

Bussan  . 

Dr.  Collins 

1 

1 

0 

Ditto 

Tullynaross 

Ditto 

2 

9 

0 

Ditto 

Knockgoran 

Ditto 

0 

17 

4 

7 

0 

Moneensauran  . 

Arthur  Magovern 

2 

13 

0 

Ditto 

Curraghlass 

Ditto 

2 

7 

0 

• 5 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Ballbally,  Upper 

Mr.  Beasford 

3 

4 

0 

Ballballv,  Lower 

G.  M.  Knipe,  Esq. 

1 

4 

2 

Ditto 

Drumakeever  . 

Ditto 

3 

14 

0 

4 

18 

2 

Ditto 

Carrick,  West  . 

Representatives  of  Captain  Alexander 

2 

0 

0 

Hassard. 

Ditto 

Arshalla 

Ditto 

0 

3 

0 

Ditto 

Artnashee 

■ Ditto 

1 

14 

0 

3 

17 

0 

Ditto 

Corraleckagh  . 

Mr.  Dickens 

3 

12 

0 

Ditto 

Moncenteriff  . 

Ditto 

6 

10 

6 

Ditto 

Curratubber,  Upper  . 

Ditto 

7 

4 

0 

Ditto 

Corraleckagh.  Lower. 

Ditto 

3 

12 

0 

Ditto 

Curratubber,  Lower  . 

Ditto 

8 

2 

0 

Ditto 

Cashelbane 

Ditto 

5 

17 

4 

Ditto 

Garvagh 

Ditto 

7 

18 

4 

Ditto 

■Straghanagh  and  Cur- 
lissbane. 

■ Ditto 

6 

17 

0 

49 

13 

2 

Ditto 

•Mullvj  Lower  . 

Robert  Gamble  . 

1 

5 

0 

Ditto 

Leglass  . 

Ditto 

1 

3 

0 

2 

8 

0 

Sir,  Enniskillen , March  1,  1848. 

I respectfully  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  I demanded  payment  from  the  agents  of  the 
above-mentioned  landlords  of  the  rate  due  by  them  as  immediate  lessors;  they  directed  me  to  go  to  the 
tenants,  as  they  had  got  no  rents  from  them  for  some  back. 

(Sigued)  ThadyGallox. 

Late  Guardian  in  arrear. 

Terence  Magovern  paid  in  part. 
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Enniskillen  Union. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Townlands. 

Names  of  Immediate  Lessors. 

Aomunt  of 
Hate. 

£.  s.  d. 

Swanlinbar 

Gurtcenagilougli 

Richard  Hassard,  Esq.  . 

•2  0 0 

Ditto  . . . 

Aboy 

Ditto  .... 

0 10  0 

Ditto  . 

Gubnafuma 

Ditto  . . . . 

0 13  0 

Ditto  . 

Gubrawooly 

Ditto  .... 

2 0 0 

Ditto  . 

Comas  . 

Ditto  . . . • . 

• 1 10  0 
6 13  0 

Ditto  . 

Mullyduff 

Rev.  George  Leslie  Gresson  . 

0 IS  0 

Ditto 

Gortehaskel 

Ditto  .... 

0 7 0 

Ditto 

Furnaceland 

Ditto  .... 

0 10  0 

Ditto  . 

Swanlinbar 

Ditto  .... 

0 15  0 
2 10  0 

Ditto  . 

Gub 

Parsons  Crofton,  Esq.  . 

0 8 0 

Ditto  . 

Dmmcask 

Ditto  .... 

0 5 0 

Ditto  . 

Drumcullion 

Ditto  .... 

0 10  0 
1 3 0 

Ditto  . 

Rockwood 

Francis  Hassard,  Esq.  . 

12  18  8* 

Ditto  . 

Newtown 

Ditto  .... 

0 8 0 

Ditto  . 

Gortmore 

Ditto  .... 

0 9 0 

Ditto  . 

Maughrea 

Ditto  .... 

; 

0 10  0 
14  5 Si 

Ditto  . 

Gorteen  . 

John  Reycroft,  Esq. 

0 9 2 

Ditto  . 

Finahoo  . 

Ditto  .... 

Ox-officio  Guardian  in  arrear. 

4 4 0 
4 13  2 

Ditto  . 

Bracklev. 

John  Finlay,  Esq. 

15  6 

Ditto  . 

Cannick,  East  . 

Ditto  .... 

0 S 10 

Ditto  . 

Gortnavreehan  . 

Ditto  .... 

19  0 
3 3 4 

Tullvnanioltra  . 

Ardmoneen 

Lord  Primate  .... 

1 1 10 

Curranerna 

Ditto  .... 

0 5 1 

Curraleehan  Beg 

Ditto  .... 

0 11  1 

Ditto  . 

Ganawerry 

Ditto  .... 

1 4 0 

Ditto  . 

Lananenagh 

Ditto  .... 

GOO 
9 2 0 

Ditto  . 

Culliagh  . 

Nathaniel  Montgomery  . 

2 0 0 

Ditto  . 

Bellaleenan 

A.  R.  Slack,  Esq.  . . . 

0 6 10 

Ditto  . 

Cornaguuleog  . 

Ditto  .... 

3 2 4 

Ditto  . 

Slrandaragh  . 

Ditto  .... 

1 13  0 
5 2 2 

Ditto  . 

Gorolagh,  South 

Mrs.  John  Hassard 

3 0 0 

Ditto  . . 

Corratillan 

Sir  Thomas  Finlay 

3 0 0 

Ditto  . 

Teeboy  . 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

Ditto  . 

Owen  Cam 

Ditto  .... 

2 0 0 
7 0 0 

Ditto  . 

Tullywarn 

George  Finlav,  Esq. 

1 14  0 

Ditto  . 

Corracamera  . 

Ditto  .... 

6 14  0 
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List  of  Arrears  due  by  Immediate  Lessors,  &c. — continued. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Townlands. 

Names  of  Immediate  Lessors. 

Amount  of 
Rate. 

Guardian  in  arrear. 

£.  4.  d. 

Tullynamoltra  . 

Drumlaydon  or  Bone- 
brook. 

Nathaniel  Maguire,  Esq. 

4 16  4 

Leetra  . 

Ditto  .... 

1 13  0 

Curlaugh  . 

Ditto  .... 

1 10  0 

Ditto  . 

Lananeriagh 

Ditto  .... 

1 7 3 
9 6 7 

III. 


Statement  of  Poor  Rate  collected  and  uncollected  of  Enniskillen  Union  up  to 
31st  January,  1848. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Date  on  which 
Rate  was 

Amount 
of  Rate 
per  £. 

Net  Amount  of 
current  Rate. 

Amount  of  Rate 
collected. 

Amount  remaining 
uncollected. 

1847. 

S. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s.  d. 

Tempo 

7 Sept. 

2 

1 

343 

1 

8+ 

46 

0 

0 

297 

1 8+ 

Kilskerry  . . 

2 

11 

291 

15 

1 

13 

0 

0 

278 

15  1 

Clabby  . . 

2 

6 

242 

2 

9 

30 

0 

0 

212 

2 9 

Manor  of  Carrick 

2 

10 

824 

2 

11 

156 

0 

0 

668 

2 11 

Enniskillen 

3 

2 

2,246 

6 

10+ 

1,335 

10 

10 

910 

16  0* 

Castleeoole 

1 

10 

459 

4 

8* 

157 

11 

5 

301 

13  3* 

Ballvcassidy 

2 

n 

376 

16 

9* 

ISO 

18 

3 

195 

18  6J 

Ballyreagh 

3 

0 

602 

0 

10+ 

128 

9 

0 

473 

11  10* 

Laragh 

2 

4 

635 

1 

8 it 

194 

14 

4 

440 

7 4+ 

Rinawley  . 

2 

9 

603 

9 

9 

44 

6 

10 

559 

2 11 

Florence  Court  . 

1 

10 

703 

13 

11+ 

203 

14 

11 

499 

19  Oh 

Cam 

-2 

5 

355 

10 

11+ 

195 

6 

11 

160 

4 0* 

Holywell  . 

1 

6 

293 

7 

6+ 

132 

8 

5 

160 

19  1+ 

Letterbreen 

1 

10 

373 

0 

9 

277 

8 

10 

95 

11  11 

Killinagh  . 

3 

0 

736 

13 

0 

189 

0 

0 

547 

13  0 

Glen  . . 

3 

0 

323 

18 

1+ 

52 

0 

0 

271 

18  If 

Ely 

,, 

2 

7 

869 

7 

8+ 

869 

7 8+ 

Rahalton  . 

3 

0 

784 

15 

6 

784 

15  6 

Swinlinbar 

2 

2+ 

506 

10 

11+ 

98 

0 

0 

408 

10  11+ 

Tullynamoltra  . 

> i 

2 

10 

584 

16 

7+ 

62 

0 

0 

522 

16  7| 

12,155 

18 

3+ 

3,496 

9 

9 

8,659 

8 6+ 

IV. 

Statement  of  Liabilities  of  Enniskillin  Union,  to  31st  January,  1848. 


Amount  of  Rate 
struck  to  repay 
Government  Advances 
under  the  Temporary 
Relief  Act. 


£.  S.  d. 

96  1 3 
141  14  1 
96  n 1 
288  2 6 


66  18  4 
233  19  1 
136  9 3 
201  3 3 

134  8 1 


363  11  0* 
161  19  0+ 


Kilskerry 
Clabby  . 

Manor  of  Carrick 
Enniskillen 
Castlecoole 
Ballycassidy  . 
Bally  reagh 
Laragh  . 
Rinawley 
Florence  Court 
Cam 
Holywell 
Letterbreen  . . 
Killinagh. 

Glen  . 
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Statement  of  Liabilities  of  Enniskillen  Union — continued. 


— 

Amount  of  Rale 
struck  to  repay 
Government  Advances 
under  the  Temporary 
Relief  Act. 

U, 

Rahalton  ........ 

Swinlinbar  ........ 

Tullvnamollra  ........ 

£ s.  d. 

363  15  3J 
392  IS  9J- 
161  18  Si 
275  14  0 

Amount  due  to  conti-actors,  officers’  salaries,  &c.  &c.  &c.  . 
Due  to  Government  ....... 

3,315  7 94 
4,216  2 2 
300  0 0 

Deduct  amount  in  hands  of  treasurer  .... 

7,631  9 114 
4S2  5 1 

Net  amount  of  liabilities  . ..... 

7,149  4 104 

Probable  amount  of  rate  which  will  be  made  available 
Deduct  amount  of  liabilities  as  above  .... 

8,000  0 0 
7,149  4 104 

Balance  which  would  have  remained  for  the  purposes  of 
relief  on  the  31st  January,  was  the  above  sum  of  .£8,000 
then  collected. 

850  15  14 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Guardians  : — Dissolution  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians : — March  6,  1 848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  for  the  information  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  Enniskillen  Union,  that  the  Commissioners  have  had  under 
consideration  a report  which  they  have  received  from  their  inspector,  Mr.  D’Arcy, 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  which  leaves  the  Commissioners  no  alternative  but  to 
dissolve  the  Board  and  appoint  paid  officers  to  carry  into  execution  in  Enniskillen 
Union  the  Laws  for  the  Belief  of  the  destitute  Poor  in  Ireland. 

An  order  dissolving  the  Board  will  be  issued  by  to-morrow’s  post,  and  will  be 
accompanied  by  a letter  to  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  setting  forth  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  Commissioners  have  resolved  to  take  this  step. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union: — March  7,  1S4S. 

The  Commissioners  have  already  announced  to  the  Guardians  of  Enniskillen 
Union  their  intention  to  dissolve  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  an  order  to  that 
effect  is  enclosed  herewith. 

The  Commissioners  now  proceed  to  state  the  grounds  on  which  they  have 
determined  to  take  this  step. 

It  appears  that  on  the  7th  September  the  Guardians  determined  on  making  a 
rate  which,  together  with  the  previous  arrears,  amounted  to  12,83 ll. 

The  warrants  appear  to  have  been  given  to  the  collectors  in  most  of  the  nine 
districts  in  the  latter  part  of  November  and  the  beginning  of  December  last;  in 
one  district  on  the  2nd  of  January ; and  in  another  the  warrant  has  not  yet  been 
placed  in  the  collector’s  hands,  in  consequence  of  the  previous  collector  being  a 
defaulter  and  refusing  to  produce  his  books. 

Ou  the  31st  January  last  it  appears  that  8,62  lZ.  still  remained  uncollected ; the 
liabilities  of  the  Union  at  that  date  being  as  follows : — 

£ 

Due  to  contractors,  and  for  officer’s  salaries,  &c.  . . 4,216 

For  advances  under  Temporary  Relief  Act  . . .3,115 

To  Government  ........  300 


Total  . . . .7,631 

To  meet  these  liabilities  and  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  the 
Guardians  had  credit  at  the  same  date  with  their  Treasurer  for  482 1. 

Supposing,  therefore,  the  whole  of  the  outstanding  rate  to  be  collected,  a 
balance  not  much  exceeding  800Z.  would  remain  available  for  the  purposes  of  relief ; 


Enniskillen  Union. 
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anil  yet  from  tire  backward  state  of  the  collection  new  rates  could  not  be  placed 
upon  the  books  at  present,  without  including  a most  disproportionate  amount  of 
arrears. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  learn  from  Mr.  D’Arcy’s  report  that  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  both  ex  officio  anrl  elected,  have  not  set  a good 
example  to  the  rate-payers  by  an  early  payment  of  their  rates,  and  that  several  of 
them  remain  defaulters  in  electoral  divisions  for  which  the  warrants  have  been  for 
some  time  in  the  hands  of  the  collectors. 

Mr.  D’Arcy  reports  that  in  his  examination  of  the  relieving  officers’  books  he 
found  that  the  out-door  relief  in  the  Union  has  been  conducted  on  a most  inade- 
quate scale;  the  amount  allowed  in  many  instances  being  quite  insufficient  to 
support  the  recipients. 

The  inmates  of  the  workhouse  also  are  represented  as  being  very  badly  supplied 
with  clothing ; what  they  have  is  stated  to  he  much  worn  and  not  sufficient  in 
quantity ; and  the  female  inmates  were  not  provided  even  with  change  of  linen 
while  that  which  was  soiled  was  being  washed. 

The  Commissioners  regard  the  detective  state  of  relief  as  arising  not  from  the 
absence  of  humane  and  benevolent  feelings  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians,  so 
much  as  from  the  financial  embarrassment  into  which  the  Union  has  fallen  through 
the  neglect  of  the  Guardians  to  make  in  due  time  sufficient  rates,  and  to  enforce 
their  collection. 

The  inspector  reports  that  some  of  the  departments  of  the  workhouse  were 
much  overcrowded,  the  Guardians  not  having  provided  themselves  with  any 
additional  workhouse  accommodation ; and  he  dwells  especially  on  the  wretched 
state  of  the  buildings  which  are  in  use  for  the  reception  of  fever  patients,  pointing 
out  at  the  same  time  that  their  dilapidated  and  miserably  defective  condition  has 
been  the  subject  of  continual  reports  from  the  medical  officer  to  the  Guardians, 
from  the  commencement  of  January  to  the  date  of  his  (the  inspector’s)  visit  to  the 
Union. 

Under  the  circumstances  thus  represented  to  them  as  attending  the  adminis- 
tration of  relief  to  the  destitute  poor  of  Enniskillen  Union,  the  Commissioners  are 
bound  to  state  that  in  their  opinion  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  not 
been  effectually  discharged ; and  they  have  therefore  felt  themselves  called  upon 
to  dissolve  the  Board  of  Guardians  and  to  appoint  paid  officers  to  carry  into 
execution  in  that  Union  the  acts  in  force  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in 
Ireland. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  18,  1848. 

In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  Commissioners,  bearing  date  the  15th 
instant,  we  beg  to  state  for  their  information,  that  on  our  arrival  here  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  we  proceeded  to  visit  the  workhouse. 

That  we  are  sorry  to  have  to  report,  that  in  addition  to  the  want  of  accom- 
modation, we  found  everything  in  a very  disorderly  state,  and  deficient  in  almost 
everything  necessary  for  such  an  establishment,  the  paupers  deficient  in  clothes 
and  cleanliness,  and  the  state  of  the  yards  intolerable,  from  the  very  imperfect 
state  of  the  sewerage,  the  cesspools  being  stagnant  in  the  centre  of  the  yard, 
and  no  fall  whatever  from  them ; and  all  the  grounds,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Piaster’s  garden,  in  the  rough  state  in  which  the  contractor  left  them,  and  the 
•walls  of  separation  so  low  that  it  will  he  difficult  to  keep  up  the  regular  classifi- 
cation of  the  inmates. 

That^it  appears  to  us  that  the  funds  of  the  Union  have  been  extravagantly 
misapplied,  all  the  contracts  above  market  price,  and  some  of  the  late  Guardians 
indirectly  supplying  the  articles  themselves. 

That  the  children  seem  orderly  in  their  school-rooms,  but  sickly  in  their  appear- 
ance, the  house  being  surrounded  by  water  in  the  winter  months,  and  approachable 
only  by  a boat;  there  is  no  way  of  giving  the  children  sufficient  walking  exercise, 
•and  the  yards  being  in  a very  rough  state,  and  the  children  without  shoes,  makes 
.the  matter  worse. 

That  we  find  the  accommodation  in  the  fever  hospital  very  insufficient,  and 
beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  necessity  of  sending 
down  a plan  for  a new  hospital,  as  no  proposals  can  be  received  from  contractors 
until  that  is  done.  The  Vice-Guardians  regret  to  learn  that  the  sum  of  800Z. 
only  was  applied  for  by  the  late  Board,  as  they  believe  that  sum  will  prove  in- 
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adequate  for  the  purpose,  in  a Union  of  such  extent,  the  more  so  as  they  find  it 
impossible  to  procure  temporary  accommodation  for  fever  patients  in  the  town  or 
neighbourhood  of  Enniskillen. 

That  although  we  find  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  a backward  state  in  several 
divisions,  we  do  not  apprehend  much  difficulty  on  that  score.  We  had  a meeting 
of  the  collectors  yesterday,  examined  their  books,  and  appointed  an  early  day  for 
the  lodging  of  the  collections  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 

That  we  are  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  confidence  amongst  the  contractors 
and  the  public  generally  seems  restored  since  our  arrival  here. 


The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  25,  1848. 

We  beg  to  report  that  we  have  in  some  degree  set  the  workhouse  in  order, 
and  the  machinery  of  rate  collection  into  active  operation,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
applying  the  workhouse  test  on  as  large  a scale  as  possible,  we  are  making  every 
exertion  to  procure  accommodation  in  the  town  of  Enniskillen  until  the  contem- 
plated erections  at  the  workhouse  are  completed. 

That  taking  into  consideration  the  present  state  of  the  hospital,  as  well  as  the 
low  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Union,  we  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  dispense  with 
the  services  of  the  temporary  medical  assistant  appointed  by  the  late  Board,  and  to 
contract  with  some  respectable  wholesale  house  in  Dublin  for  medicine,  which  we 
deem  necessary  to  have  compounded  in  the  workhouse  by  and  on  the  responsibility 
of  the  medical  officer  of  the  establishment. 

That  we  consider  for  the  well  working  of  the  schools  that  they  should  at  once 
be  put  under  the  superintendence  of  the  National  Board  of  Education. 

That  we  have  not  sufficient  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the  master,  matron,  or 
porter  of  the  house  ; they  seem  deficient  in  system,  and  to  want  the  tact  necessary 
to  ensure  obedience  to  orders,  but  we  are  disposed  to  give  them  a fair  trial. 

That  we  are  most  desirous  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the 
very  defective  state  of  the  sewerage  of  this  workhouse,  and  to  beg  respectfully  to 
suggest  the  propriety  of  sending  down  some  competent  person  to  superintend  the 
whole  new  modelling  of  the  drains,  which  were  never  from  the  first  of  the  least 
use ; on  the  contrary,  the  filtration  in  several  places  being  in  the  direction  of  the 
house,  thereby  causing  a most  offensive  smell,  which  must,  when  the  weather  gets 
warm,  be  productive  of  the  worst  consequences  to  the  health  of  the  inmates. 

That  we  deem  it  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  a proper  check  on  the 
relieving  officers,  to  attend  occasionally  at  the  respective  relief  stations  throughout 
the  Union  ; we  are  of  opinion,  from  complaints  received  from  different  quarters, 
that  such  a course  would  be  attended  with  good  results,  and  we  are  disposed  to 
follow  it  up  should  it  meet  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners. 

We  further  beg  leave  to  report,  that  on  Monday  last  a female  pauper  was  de- 
tected in  the  act  of  stealing  articles  of  food  and  clothing  from  the  workhouse,  and 
not  considering  that  any  punishment  we  had  the  power  to  inflict  was  commensu- 
rate with  the  crime,  she  was  sent  before  the  magistrates  at  petty  sessions  who  de- 
clined to  take  examinations  against  her. 

That  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  state,  on  the  information  of  our  solicitor,  that  the 
sureties  of  the  defaulting  collector  for  the  Ely  district  are  about  forthwith  to  pay 
up  the  amount  of  his  deficit. 

That  we  have  further  to  state,  for  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners,  that  the 
relieving  officers  of  the  following  districts,  viz.,  John  Gibson,  of  Tempo ; William 
Betts,  of  Tullynamoltra  ; James  Wilson,  of  Killinagh ; and  William  Skelton,  of 
Ely,  have  been  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and  of  disobedience  to  orders,  in  not 
attending  at  the  workhouse  on  the  22nd  and  23rd  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
ferring therefrom  to  out-door  relief  in  their  respective  districts,  the  aged  and 
infirm  paupers  to  make  room  for  the  able-bodied  in  the  house. 

Wre  have  to  report  that  there  are  in  the  workhouse  973  paupers ; in  the  fever 
hospital  and  convalescent  house,  89,  and  12  in  small-pox,  in  a ward  set  apart  for 
the  purpose,  making  a total  of  1074.  We  are  happy  to  state  that  both  fever  and 
small-pox  appear  to  be  on  the  decline. 

Since  our  arrival  here,  on  the  15th  instant,  we  have  paid  to  contractors,  &c., 
1084/.,  and  have  now  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  1034/. ; we  hope  in  another 
week  to  have  the  state  of  the  funds  much  improved. 

For  the  purpose  of  applying  the  workhouse  test  more  effectually  we  have  this 
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Enniskillen  Union,  day  entered  into  a contract  (subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners)  for  a 
large  store  in  the  vicinity  of  the  workhouse,  at  2 51.  for  six  months,  it  is  well 
floored  and  admirably  ventilated ; one  of  its  apartments  is  120  feet  long  by  about 
15  feet  wide,  and  the  other  about  25  feet  square.  These  houses  can  be  kept  very 
clean  as  the  house  is  nearly  new. 

We  are  also  in  treaty  for  a large  good  house  for  a fever  hospital,  which  will  be 
capable  of  containing  at  least  100  patients ; we  hope  to  get  it  for  about  40 1.  per 
annum,  should  it  meet  your  approval. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  1,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
reports  of  the  18th  and  25th  ultimo,  respectively,  relating  to  Enniskillen  Union, 
and  the  Commissioners  observe  with  much  satisfaction  the  several  steps  recorded, 
also  in  your  minutes  of  17th,  21st,  and  28th  ultimo,  as  tending  to  introduce  im- 
portant improvements  in  the  condition  of  the  Union. 

In  regard  to  the  provision  of  fever  hospital  accommodation,  I am  to  state  that 
the  Commissioners  have  understood  that  additional  accommodation  for  fever  cases 
is  much  required ; but  as  it  cannot  be  made  available  by  the  erection  of  a new 
building  for  a considerable  period,  the  Commissioners  consider  that  you  have 
taken  a most  desirable  course  in  taking  steps  to  provide  immediately  additional 
accommodation  for  fever  patients. 

The  Commissioners  understand  from  their  architect  that  plans  for  a permanent 
fever  ward  were  sent  to  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  in  March,  1847,  to  be  laid  before 
the  then  Board  of  Guardians.  The  formal  consent  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians 
has  been  given  under  section  36  of  1 and  2 Viet.,  cap.  56,  to  the  expenditure  for 
the  erection  of  the  hospital,  any  excess  in  the  expenditure  for  this  purpose  over  the 
sum  of  800/.  being  payable  out  of  the  rates ; and  the  late  Board  have  made  ap- 
plication for  the  loan,  and.  executed  the  deed  of  security  for  repayment  of  the 
same.  It  is  desirable  that  immediate  steps  should  be  taken  to  procure  tenders  for 
the  erection  of  the  building,  for  which  purpose  the  plans  will  be  requisite ; but  if 
they  be  not  forthcoming,  the  Commissioners,  on  receiving  a further  report  from 
you,  will  communicate  with  their  architect  relative  to  the  preparation  of  fresh 
plans  for  the  purpose. 

With  reference  to  the  state  of  the  sewerage  of  the  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that 
the  Commissioners  have  communicated  with  their  architect  on  the  subject,  and 
have  received  his  observations  thereon. 

The  specifications  received  from  Mr.  Wilkinson  are  also  enclosed  herewith. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  your  taking  the  store  adverted  to  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  additional  workhouse  accommodation. 

In  respect  to  the  relieving  officers  whom  you  report  for  neglect  of  duty,  I am 
to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  remove  any  officer  who  per- 
severes in  such  neglect ; and  the  Commissioners  request  you  to  caution  the  officers 
in  question  accordingly. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  1,  1848. 

We  hope  early  in  the  ensuing  week  to  be  able  to  detach  to  our  auxiliary 
accommodation,  in  the  town  of  Enniskillen,  100  boys. 

The  collection  of  the  rates  is  progressing  satisfactorily,  and  the  credit  of  the 
Union  seems  re-established. 

Should  we  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  legal  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of 
rates,  we  apprehend  it  will  be  chiefly  among  those  whose  high  station  affords  a 
very  bad  example. 

We  have  set  all  the  able-bodied  men  and  women  to  labour  on  all  the  available 
ground  about  the  workhouse  in  carrying  out  manure,  planting  potatoes,  &c.,  &c., 
and  we  are  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  our  space  for  that  purpose  is  so  scanty. 

We  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  a piece  of  ground  close 
to,  and  immediately  opposite  the  door  of  the  workhouse,  on  which  stands  an 
excellent  limekiln  and  abounding  with  limestone  of  good  quality,  which  we  would 
strongly  recommend  to  be  purchased ; it  would  afford  a very  remunerating  em- 
ployment for  the  paupers  of  all  classes.  ' 

W e thought  it  prudent,  before  the  setting  in  of  warm  weather,  to  order  the 
cesspools  and  privies  to  be  cleansed  out,  which  proves  a most  arduous  and  un- 
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healthy  undertaking  from  the  length  of  time  they  have  been  allowed  to  remain  Enniskillen  Union, 
in  their  present  filthy  state.  

We  find  that  numerous  thefts  are  being  committed,  partly  from  the  want  of  a 
boundary  wall,  insomuch  that  we  will  find  it  necessary  'to  place  sentinels  to 
prevent  an  intercourse  between  the  townspeople  and  the  paupers. 

We  propose  (under  the  sanction  of  our  medical  officer)  an  immediate  change 
in  the  dietary  of  the  house,  which  will  afford  more  nutritious  food  with  little  if 
any  additional  expense. 

To  the  mode  of  giving  out-door  relief  in  cash  we  have  been  giving  our  anxious 
consideration,  and  we  greatly  fear  that  it  will  prove  too  attractive  in  a Union 
where  every  shift  is  used  to  avoid  the  little  work  that  is  offered. 

We  regret  to  state  that  so  far  as  we  can  yet  judge,  the  demesnes  of  the  gentry 
and  the  land  generally  in  the  Union  are  in  a wretched  state  of  cultivation, 
although  naturally  fine  and  improvable,  not  a labourer  is  employed  upon  them 
beyond  the  very  scanty  number  absolutely  necessary  for  putting  in  the  crops. 

We  are  happy  to  state  that  our  medical  officer  reports  lever  to  be  on  the 
decline. 

We  continue  a strict  scrutiny  and  revision  of  the  relieving  officers’  books,  but 
we  regret  to  say  that,  the  respectable  farmers  in  the  Union  appear  to  have  but 
little  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  some  of  them. 

One  of  our  rate  collectors  was  brought  up  before  the  magistrates,  assembled  at 
petty  sessions,  charged  with  a serious  assault  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  One 
of  the  Vice-Guardians,  with  the  clerk,  attended.  The  case  was  dismissed  with 
costs. 

We  regret  to  state  that  the  town  of  Enniskillen  is  infested  with  beggars  and 
low  prostitutes,  and  we  fear  that  some  of  them  have  been  recipients  of  out-door 
relief. 

In  our  next  report  we  shall  be  able  to  lay  before  you  the  details  of  the  pro- 
posed alterations  in  the  dietary  of  the  house,  and  to  enter  fully  into  matters  of 
finance. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  6,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  you  at  once  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
rate  by  persons  of  the  class  referred  to  in  your  report. 

With  regard  to  the  purchase  of  the  piece  of  land  adjoining  the  workhouse,  with 
the  limekiln  thereon,  I am  to  request  that  you  will  ascertain  on  what  terms  the 
land  in  question  could  be  rented  or  procured. 

I am  also  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  regret  the  absence  of  a boundary  wall, 
but  they  fear  that  the  present  financial  state  of  the  Union  will  not  admit  of  this 
defect  being  remedied  during  the  present  season. 

As  regards  the  giving  of  out-door  relief  in  money,  I am  to  state  that  all  out- 
door relief  given  under  the  order  of  the  Commissioners,  dated  the  16th  March 
last,  to  classes  not  included  in  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension 
Act,  should  be  in  food  as  therein  directed,  and  you  have  a discretion  in  regard 
to  giving  relief  in  food  or  otherwise  to  classes  in  Section  1,  but  the  Commis- 
sioners strongly  recommend  the  substitution  of  food  for  money  in  the  generality 
of  cases. 

With  reference  to  the  statement  in  your  report  that  the  respectable  farmers 
appear  to  have  hut  little  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  some  of  the  relieving 
officers,  I am  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  the  relieving  officers  should  he  closely 
watched,  and  the  Commissioners,  as  already  intimated,  will  be  prepared  to  remove 
any  who  may  he  shown  not  to  be  trustworthy. 

Respecting  the  beggars  which  infest  the  town  of  Enniskillen,  I am  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  Vagrant  Act  respecting  beggars,  of  which  a copy 
is  enclosed  herewith. 


R2 
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Fermoy  Union. 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 
FERMOY  UNION. 


Major  Bolton  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  16,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  a great  portion  of  my'  time  during  the 
past  week  has  been  occupied  in  consequence  of  dissentions  amongst  the  Guardians 
of  this  Union,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  electoral  division  of  Mitchelstown, 
in  which  district  the  able-bodied  paupers  have  been  allowed  out-door  relief,  and 
have  been  sent  on  the  public  roads  to  work,  notwithstanding  there  was  room  in 
the  workhouse.  This  arrangement  has  caused  considerable  expenditure  for  out- 
door relief,  and  great  dissatisfaction.  I consider  the  Guardians  in  the  above- 
named  district  have  not  acted  according  to  the  Commissioners’  instructions,  and 
in  consequence  I have  directed  a portion  of  the  said  able-bodied  paupers  to  be 
sent  to  the  Union  house  at-1  once,  and  the  remainder  next  week.  I have  also 
directed  that  the  able-bodied  paupers  receiving  out-door  relief  should  not  continue 
to  work  on  the  public  roads,  as  I know  from  experience  it  tends  to  idleness  and 
demoralization.  Breaking  stones  by  measure  I have  strongly  recommended  as 
most  suitable. 

I have  every  reason  to  hope  the  arrangements  I have  made  will  have  a good 
effect,  and  restore  that  unanimity  amongst  the  Guardians  which  is  so  desirable. 

I have  examined  into  the  internal  economy  of  the  workhouse,  and  have  great 
pleasure  in  reporting  that  your  instructions  (with  a few  exceptions)  have  been 
strictly  obeyed.  My  attention  will  be  directed  to  carrying  out  your  views  on 
every  point. 

The  accounts,  &c.,  of  the  rate  collectors  have  been  duly  examined  by  the 
clerk,  under  my  superintendence,  and  found  to  be  correct,  but  there  are  some 
irregularities  which  1 have  pointed  out  and  rectified. 

I have  not  had  time  during  the  past  week  to  inspect  the  relieving  officers’ 
books  and  accounts,  but  I shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  examine  them. 

Fever  is  on  the  decrease  in  the  Union,  but  dysentery  is  prevalent. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  20,  1848. 

1 am  to  state  that  the  course  proposed  by  you  to  the  Board  of  Guardians 
for  checking  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  persons,  by  offering  admission  to  the 
workhouse,  is  fully  approved  of  by  the  Commissioners,  under  the  circumstances 
reported  by  you. 


Major  Bolton  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  23,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  affairs  in  Ibis  Union  are  proceeding  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  Guardians  appear  to  act  with  more  unanimity,  and 
generally  approve  the  course  I have  recommended  for  checking  out-door  relief 
to  able-bodied  persons,  by  offering  admission  to  the  workhouse.  It  has  already 
had  a very  beneficial  effect  in  suppressing  the  impositions  which  have  been 
practised. 

My  attention  during  the  past  week  has  been  principally  directed  to  the  books, 
&c.,  of  the  relieving  officers ; and  I purpose  continuing  my  inspection  through  the 
electoral  divisions,  in  order  to  see  that  the  regulations  under  which  these  officers 
act,  are  strictly  obeyed. 

I have  found  it  necessary  to  caution  the  relieving  officers  to  exercise  a rigid 
scrutiny,  and  to  make  themselves  personally  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of 
each  applicant,  in  order  to  guard  against  the  impositions  which  I fear  have  been 
practised  in  many  instances. 

From  the  information  I have  received,  I do  not  consider  it  will  be  necessary  at 
present  to  renew  the  General  Order  of  the  31st  January  last,  for  out-door  relief 
to  able-bodied  persons,  as  I am  of  opinion  they  will  be  able  to  obtain  employment 
should  the  weather  continue  favourable  for  farming  operations. 

I beg  to  recommend  a renewal  of  the  limited  order  of  the  8th  December,  1847. 

On  Wednesday  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  ; the  collectors 
were  present,  when  their  books,  &c.,  were  examined,  and  I consider  they  are  per- 
forming their  duty  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

I beg  to  bring  to  your  notice  that  the  sum  of  67.  18s.  7bd.  was  found  in  the 
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possession  of  Catherine  Guiiy,  a pauper  in  the  house,  and  that  the  said  sum  has 
been  placed  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  credit  of  the  electoral 
division  of  Kilworth,  to  which  division  the  woman  is  chargeable.  I request  you 
will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  if  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  acted  correctly  in 
this  case. 

I request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  if  I am  empowered  as  Temporary 
Inspector  to  sign  accounts  and  documents  relative  to  the  Finance  Committee,  in 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Crawford. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  29,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  a 
renewal  of  the  Order  authorizing  out-door  relief  in  the  Fermoy  Union. 


Major  Bolton  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  30,  1S48. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  I have  continued  my  visits  over  the  Union 
during  the  past  week,  and  have  examined  the  relieving  officers’  hooks,  &c.  The 
result  of  my  inspection  has  been  satisfactory.  The  officers  generally  are  intel- 
ligent men,  and  appear  zealous  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  but  as  great 
deception  is  often  practised  by  persons  seeking  relief,  I have  recommended 
the  Guardians  to  cause  a total  revision  of  the  relief  lists  to  be  made  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I beg  permission  to  remark,  with  reference  to  the  electoral  division  of  MitcheJs- 
town,  that,  on  my  arrival,  I found  the  expenditure  for  out-door  relief  for  the  week 
ending  11th  March  amounted  to  the  sum  of  64/.  17s.  5d.,  and,  in  consequence,  I 
immediately  ordered  the  able-bodied  men  receiving  out-door  relief  into  the  work- 
house, the  result  is,  that  the  expenditure  for  the  week  ending  the  25th  March  has 
been  reduced  to  the  sum  of  43/.  Ss.  5 d.,  which  shows  a decrease  in  the  expenditure 
between  the  week  ending  11th  and  25th  March  of  21/.  9 s. 

The  able-bodied  labourers  have  generally  refused  to  enter  the  workhouse,  and  I 
fear  that  great  deception  has  been  practised  in  this  district,  particularly  by  persons 
seeking  out-door  relief. 

I beg  to  inform  you  that  farming  operations  have  generally  commenced  through- 
out the  Union,  and  I trust  the  able-bodied  labourers  will  obtain  employment  for 
some  time. 

I regret  having  to  report  that  the  collectors  have  not  exerted  themselves  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties  to  my  satisfaction  during  the  past  week,  the  total 
amount  lodged  with  the  treasurer  appears  to  be  only  262/.  9a-.  9 d.  I have  called 
the  particular  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  this  important  subject,  and  I 
expect  it  will  have  the  desired  effect. 

I am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  a charge  of  drunkenness  has  been  made  against 
Francis  Foley,  relieving  officer  for  the  Glanworth  division  ; lie  admits  the  charge; 
but  as  I find,  on  inquiry,  it  is  not  an  aggravated  case,  and  the  man  is  very  sorry 
for  Ills  conduct,  I am  of  opinion  a severe  reprimand  will  have  a proper  influence 
over  him  for  the  future. 

I beg  to  state  that  a deserted  male  child,  aged  one  week,  was  admitted  into  the 
workhouse  on  the  24th  instant,  and  as  the  father  and  mother  of  the  child  are 
unknown,  I request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  if  the  child  is  to  be  baptized 
by  the  Protestant  or  Roman  Catholic  chaplain. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  8,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  report  of  the  30th  ultimo 
relating  to  the  Fermoy  Union,  and  with  reference  to  the  charge  of  drunkenness 
preierred  against  Mr.  Foley,  relieving  officer  of  the  GJanwortli  electoral  division, 
I am  to  state,  that  as  it  appears  that  Mr.  Foley  has  heretofore  been  well  conducted, 
the  Commissioners  consider  that,  under  the  circumstances,  a reprimand  from  the 
Vice-Guardians  will  be  sufficient. 

With  reference  to  your  inquiry  as  to  whether  a deserted  child,  which  has  been 
admitted  to  the  workhouse  should  be  baptized  by  the  Protestant  or  Roman 


Fermoy  Union. 
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Fermoy  Union.  Catholic  chaplain,  lam  to  state,  that  the  child  should  be  baptized  by  the  Protestant 
chaplain. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  provisions 
made  for  the  child’s  maintenance,  under  the  Grand  Jury  Act,  6 and  7 Will.  IV., 
cap.  116. 


Major  Bolton  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  6,  1848. 

The  sealed  order  of  the  Commissioners,  dated  30th  March,  1848,  was  read 
yesterday  at  the  Board,  enabling  them  to  administer  relief  out  ot  the  workhouse  in 
food  to  certain  classes  of  destitute  persons  for  the  period  ot  one  month  from  the 
date  of  the  order. 

Upon  the  important  subject  of  the  collection  of  rates,  my  endeavour  to  stimulate 
the  collectors  in  the  execution  of  their  duties  has  generally  had  a good  elfect. 
The  sum  of  680/.  9s.  8c?.  has  been  paid  into  the  treasurer’s  hands  to  the  5th  instant 
inclusive. 

I regret  having  to  report,  that  the  paupers  generally  in  the  workhouse  have 
shown  a disposition  to  create  disturbance  during  the  past  week ; and  yesterday 
the  men  refused  to  work.  I immediately  proceeded  to  the  workhouse,  and 
inquired  the  cause  of  such  conduct.  The  men  complained  that  the  daily  allow- 
ance of  food  is  insufficient,  and  that  they  refused  to  work  in  consequence.  I 
pointed  out  to  them  the  culpability  of  their  conduct  in  disobeying  orders  under 
any  circumstances,  and  that  I was  determined  not  to  attend  to  any  complaint 
until  they  showed  contrition  for  their  conduct,  and  returned  to  their  work,  and 
that  speedy  punishment  should  follow  any  disobedience  of  my  orders.  I am 
happy  to  say,  the  peremptory  manner  in  which  I was  obliged  to  act  has  had 
the  desired  effect.  The  men  have  returned  peaceably  to  their  work;  and  I have 
requested  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  cause  immediate  inquiry  to  be  made  relative 
to  the  complaint  made  by  the  paupers  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  diet  used  in  the 
workhouse. 
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Ennistymon  Union. 


Mr.  Lloyd  to  the  Commissioned— Dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians:— 
February  21,  184S. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners 
that  I attended  the  Ennistymon  Board  of  Guardians  on  Friday  the  18th  iust. ; 
that  I found  relief  had  been  administered  during  the  last  two  months  in  money, 
and  that  the  allowance  granted  was  not  sufficient  in  amount ; that  on  the  lists 
foi  out-door  relief,  were  dealers,  tradesmen,  fishermen,  and  persons  in  employ- 
ment ; that  the  number  relieved  during  the  week  ending  the  1 1th  February, 
amounted  to  13,599,  out  of  a population  of  49,935,  being  1115  more  than  the 
quarter.  Amongst  the  number  reported  sick  and  infirm,  were  able-bodied 
persons,  who  when  put  upon  the  lists  were  considered  sick  and  infirm  for  want 
of  food. 

The  Union  has  no  money  to  its  credit  in  bank.  A few  gentlemen,  in  their 
respective  districts,  advanced  money  during  the  week  to  the  relieving  officers, 
to  pay  the  persons  whose  names  are  on  the  lists. 

About  1500/.  of  the  rate  made  previous  to  the  1st  October  last,  is  still  out- 
standing. The  warrants  for  the  rate  made  1st  October,  not  yet  given  to  the 
collectors. 

I expressed  my  surprise  to  the  Guardians  that  relief  should  have  been  given 
in  a manner  totally  at  variance  with  the  sealed  order.  They  informed  me  they 
considered  it  was  the  least  expensive  way.  I endeavoured  to  impress  upon 
them  that  such  was  not  the  fact ; that  experience  had  proved  that  food  in  a 
cooked  or  wetted  form  was  by  far  the  least  expensive,  as  the  destitute  alone 
sought  for  it ; that  the  order  of  the  Commissioners  was  peremptory ; and  I 
trusted  that  the  Board  would  not  put  their  judgment  in  competition  with  men, 
who,  independent  of  competency  to  direct  the  Guardians,  had  also  the  practical 
experience  of  the  working  of  the  Poor  Laws  in  130  Unions  under  their  care. 

I recommended  the  Guardians,  if  possible,  to  procure  more  extensive  work- 
house  accommodation,  to  test  the  able-bodied ; and  I directed  them  to  furnish 
me  with  lists  of  implements  required,  to  keep  them  employed  at  stone- 
breaking. 

I inspected  the  house,  which  was  in  pretty  good  order. 

On  Saturday  morning  I sent  for  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  to  arrange  about 
providing  money  for  the  out-door  relief  for  the  coming  week ; and  having  two 
of  the  collectors  present,  I informed  them  that  if  they  did  not  get  in  the  rates 
in  time  for  the  payment  of  out-door  relief,  I should  report  the  neglect.  I sent 
a similar  message  to  the  other  collectors. 

I received  a list  of  tools  required  for  the  able-bodied,  but  it  was  so  exces- 
sively extravagant,  I returned  it  for  revision. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — February  23,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  a report  from  their  Inspector,  Mr. 
Lloyd,  in  which  he  states  that  he  attended  the  Ennistymon  Board  of  Guardians 
on  the  18th  instant,  that  he  found  relief  had  been  administered  under  a sealed 
order  of  the  Commissioners  during  the  last  two  months  in  money,  and  that  the 
allowance  granted  was  not  sufficient  in  amount;  that  on  the  lists  for  out-door 
relief,  were  dealers,  tradesmen,  fishermen,  and  persons  in  employment. 

The  Commissioners  feel  called  upon  further  to  state,  that  in  making  the  last 
rate  on  the  1st  October,  1847,  the  Guardians  violated  the  sealed  order  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners,  prescribing  the  form  in  "which  rates  should  be  made ; 
as  it  appears  that  the  arrears  of  the  previous  rates  were  not  carried  forward 
into  that  rate,  and  the  collectors  are  even  now  collecting  under  the  warrants 
issued  for  the  collection  of  the  previous  rate. 

In  addition,  however,  to  the  violation  of  the  order  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, in  respect  of  the  rate  of  the  1st  October  last,  the  omission  to  carry  into 
it  the  arrears  in  due  course,  and  to  put  it  bond  fide  in  collection,  has  left  the 
Guardians  without  funds  to  administer  relief,  it  appearing  that  there  was  no 
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n Union,  money  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  that  the  debts  of  the  Union  are  no  less  than 
10301.,  and  that  private  gentlemen  had  found  it  necessary  to  advance  money  to 
the  relieving  officers  to  enable  them  to  afford  the  necessary  relief  to  the  desti- 
tute poor,  which  the  Guardians  had  neglected  to  provide. 

Upon  a review  of  these  facts,  the  Commissioners  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Board  of  Guardians  departed  from  the  line  of  their  duty  in  two  most 
material  points : — , . 

1st . In  administering  relief  in  a manner  contrary  not  only  to  the  order  of 

the  Commissioners,  hut  contrary  to  the  express  provisions  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Extension  Act,  the  2nd  section  of  which  expressly  provides  that  all 
relief  given  under  the  authority  contained  in  that  section,  shall  he  given  in  food 

°n^2ndly. — In  neglecting  to  take  proper  steps  for  providing  sufficient  funds  to 
continue  the  due  and  efficient  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  Ennistymon  Union. 

They  are  of  opinion  therefore  that  through  the  default  of  the  Guardians  the 
duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  not  been  duly  and  effectually  discharged 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  several  Acts  which  are  now  in  force  for  the 
relief  of  the  destitue  poor  in  Ireland ; and  the  Commissioners  have  deemed  it 
their  duty  therefore  to  exercise  the  power  given  to  them  by  the  1 8th  section  of 
the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  they  have  accordingly  given  directions 
for  the  preparation  of  an  order  dissolving  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

This  order  will  he  issued  by  to-morrow  night’s  post. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Lloyd: — February  24,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
in  which  they  inform  the  Guardians  that  they  have  given  directions  for  the 
preparation  of  an  order  dissolving  the  Board ; and  I am  at  the  same  time  to 
state  that  it  appears  desirable  that  you  should  proceed  at  your  earliest  conve- 
nience to  Ennistymon,  and  give  such  provisional  directions  to  the  officers,  and 
make  such  provisional  arrangements,  as  may  be  requisite  for  carrying  on  the 
affairs  of  the  Union,  pending  the  appointment  of  Vice-Guardians. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  18,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  during  the  past  week  we  have  carefully  examined  the  interior  arrangements 
of  this  workhouse,  and  have  to  submit  the  following  observations : — 

We  found  the  dormitories  very  badly  kept,  the  floors  and  platforms  badly 
swept,  the  straw  in  the  beds  excessively  dirty,  and  collections1  of  dust  and  filth 
under  almost  every  bed. 

On  inspecting  the  laundry  we  found  the  clothes  which  had  been  washed  and 
were  in  process  of  drying  completely  covered  with  vermin,  and  the  persons  and 
clothes  of  the  paupers  generally  neglected.  On  remonstrating  with  the  master 
and  matron  as  to  the  state  of  filth  in  which  we  found  the  house,  they  stated 
that  the  filthy  clothes  all  came  from  the  infirmary ; we  therefore  sent  for  the 
medical  attendants,  and  informed  them  of  the  statements  made  by  the  master 
and  matron,  and  at  the  same  time  called  their  especial  attention  to  the  necessity 
of  seeing  that  the  clothes  and  bedding  of  the  paupers  in  the  hospital  be  kept 
perfectly  clean. 

We  have  also  the  honour  to  enclose  for  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
the  report  of  the  inspector  of  national  schools,  as  to  the  state  in  whicli  he  found 
the  schools  of  this  house,  and  as  to  the  qualifications  of  the  schoolmaster  and 
schoolmistress  ; and  from  our  own  observation,  we  are  able  fully  to  confirm  his 
report  as  to  the  unfitness  of  both  teachers. 

The  schoolmistress  is  completely  ignorant  of  the  national  school  system  of 
education,  neither  grammar,  geography,  nor  writing  is  taught  in  her  depart- 
ment ; and  the  boys  have  not  made  that  progress  in  their  education  which 
might  have  been  expected,  nor  are  they  kept  so  clean  and  orderly  as  they  ought 
to  be.  W e therefore  recommend  their  dismissal,  or  that  they  be  advised  to 
resign. 

We  have  further  to  state  that  we  have  felt  it  to  be  our  duty  to  suspend  the 
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relieving  officer  for  the  division  of  Enmstymou,  in  consequence  of  the  "toss 
neglect  of  liis  duties.  Numbers  of  the  very  destitute  have  not  been  relieved 
and  we  have  reason  to  suppose  that  a system  of  favouritism  has  been  through- 
out  pursued  by  him.  ° 

We  have  appointed  another  person  to  perform  his  duties  until  such  time  as 
we  may  receive  the  instructions  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject. 


Ennistymon  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  23,  184S. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  learn  that  the  workhouse  is  in  such  an 
unsatisfactory  state  as  you  describe;  the  master  and  matron  must  be  held 
strictly  responsible  for  having  the  workhouse  kept  in  a thoroughly  clean  and 
proper  state,  and  the  discipline  and  classification  always  maintained  in  accord- 
ance with  the  regulations  of  the  Commissioners;  and  the  Commissioners 
request  that  you  will  admonish  the  master  and  matron  on  this  head,  and  warn 
them  that  the  only  condition  on  which  they  can  be  allowed  to  retain  their  pre- 
sent situations  is,  that  the  house  be  immediately  brought  into  a more  satisfac- 
tory state  than  it  is  at  present,  and  that  cleanliness,  order,  and  discipline  are  in 
future  duly  attended  to  and  enforced. 

The  Commissioners  have  in  accordance  with  your  recommendation  called 
upon  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  to  resign  their  situations ; and  if  the 
Guardians  desire  it  the  Commissioners  will  request  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Education,  to  recommend  competent  persons  to  succeed  them. 

The  grounds  on  which  you  have  deemed  it  right  to  suspend  the  relieving 
officer  of  Ennistymon  division,  viz.,  gross  neglect  of  duty,  many  of  the  very 
destitute  not  having  beeii  relieved,  and  there  being  reason  to  suppose  that  a 
system  of  favouritism  has  been  throughout  pursued  by  him,  are  of  such  a 
nature,  that  the  Commissioners  have  deemed  it  right  to  direct  that  an  order 
under  seal,  removing  him  from  his  office  he  prepared.  On  receiving  this  order 
you  will  be  good  enough  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  making  a new  appoint- 
ment. 

The  Commissioners  observe  by  the  agreement  which  you  have  entered  into 
for  the  occupation  of  the  house  at  Lahinch  that  it  is  contemplated  to  have  a lease 
prepared,  and  the  Commissioners  wish  to  be  informed  whether  any  instructions 
have  been  given  for  preparing  such  lease. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  25,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a communication  we  have  this  day 
received  from  Messrs.  Bannatyne  and  Son,  who  have  been  supplying  a portion 
of  the  meal  for  the  out-door  relief  in  this  district,  in  which  they  gave  notice 
that  after  Monday  next  they  will  not  be  able  to  forward  any  further  supplies  for 
the  out-door  relief  in  this  Union,  if  they  do  not  hear  from  us  in  the  meantime 
satisfactorily  as  regards  money. 

We  have  also  the  honour  to  enclose  a communication  from  Mr.  Cronyn,  the 
inspector  at  Ennis  on  the  same  subject. 

The  balance  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  to  the  credit  of  this  Union,  is  at  present 
under  250/. 

We  have  given  to  Mr.  Daly,  the  other  contractor  for  supplying  meal  for 
out-door  relief,  a cheque  for  50/.,  but  he  is  very  clamorous  for  the  balance  due 
to  him. 

From  the  state  of  confusion  in  which  we  found  every  thing  here  on  our  arrival 
we  have  been  unable  to  strike  a rate  until  yesterday ; we  have  now  done  so  as 
you  will  perceive  from  the  minutes  of  yesterday’s  transactions,  and  hope  soon 
to  have  it  in  course  of  collection. 

We  have  therefore  the  honour  to  request  that  the  Commissioners  will  he 
pleased  to  inform  us  how  we  are  to  act  under  the  circumstances,  as  if  from  any 
cause  the  out-door  relief  should  cease  to  be  issued,  the  consequences  may  be 
expected  to  be  very  serious. 


S 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  28,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  would  recom 
mend  you  to  borrow  money  if  possible  from  the  treasurer  or  other  party,  and 
to  repay  the  loan  from  the  proceeds  of  the  new  rate,  or  if  you  will  undertake 
to  repay  the  sum  advanced,  the  Commissioners  will  apply  to  the  British 
Association  for  a loan  of  50 0Z.  to  you  as  Vice-Guardians  of  Ennistymon 
Union. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  31,  1848. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  28th  instant,  in 
which  we  are  recommended  to  borrow  money  for  the  present  wants  of  the  Union 
from  the  treasurer  or  other  party,  and  to  repay  the  loan  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
new  rate ; and  stating  that  in  the  event  of  our  not  being  successful  in  so  doing, 
the  Commissioners  would  apply  to  the  British  Association  for  a loan  of  500Z.  to 
us,  as  Vice-Guardians  of  Ennistymon  Union,  on  our  undertaking  to  repay  the 
sum  advanced. 

We  have  now  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that,  agreeably  to  their  recommendation,  we  immediately  made  application  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  Union  (Mr.  Copland  having  gone  to  Ennis,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  a personal  interview  with  him)  for  a loan,  on  the  security  of  the  rates,  to 
enable  us  to  meet  the  most  pressing  demands  of  the  Union,  until  such  time  as 
the  new  rate  should  come  in ; but  we  regret  to  say  that  he  held  out  no  hopes 
whatever  of  our  request  being  acceded  to  by  the  directors  of  the  Provincial  Bank, 
in  fact,  he  distinctly  stated  that  in  his  opinion  such  an  application  would  be  at 
once  refused. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Commissioners  the 
necessity  of  immediately  applying  to  the  British  Association  for  an  advance  of 
money,  we  of  course  undertaking  to  repay  the  same. 

In  our  opinion,  however,  500 1.  will  not  be  a sufficient  sum  to  meet  the  demands 
which  will  be  made  upon  us  before  the  new  rate  can  be  made  available — we  think 
1000/.  will  we  required. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—April  3,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have,  in  accordance  with  your 
suggestion,  made  application  to  the  agent  of  the  British  Relief  Association,  for 
an  advance  of  500/.,  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  rate  now  about  to  be  put  in  course 
of  collection ; and  the  Commissioners  have  reason  to  believe  that  a draft  for  that 
amount  will  be  forwarded  by  to-night’s  post  to  Mr.  Cronyn,  the  Temporary 
Inspector  of  Ennis  Union,  with  whom  you  are  requested  to  com  municate  on  the 
subject.  I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  if  it  be  necessary  the  Commissioners 
will  afterwards  apply  for  a further  loan. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  record  on  your 
minutes  a resolution  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  above  sum  as  a loan,  and 
undertaking  to  repay  it  out  of  the  rate  about  to  be  collected. 
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GALWAY  UNION. 


The  Commissioners  to  Major  M‘Kie  : — February  2,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith,  a copy 
of  a letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  the  Under  Secretary’s 
Office,  relating  to  the  decease  of  a man  (name  unknown)  who  is  stated  by  the 
jury  on  the  inquest  held  on  his  body  to  have  died  from  want ; and  I am  to 
request  that  you  will  make  such  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  as  may  enable 
you  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  especially 
wlietlier  the  deceased  made  application  for  relief  either  to  the  Vice-Guardians 
of  the  Galway  Union,  to  the  workhouse  master,  or  to  any  of  the  relievin'* 
officers.  ° 


Enclosure. 

County  of  the  Toicn  of  Galway. 

Galway,  January  24,  1848. 

Copy  of  verdict  of  an  inquest  held  on  the  body  of  man  unknown,  who  was  found  dead  : 

“ That  ihe  said  deceased  man  unknown  at  Clybain,  parish  of  Rahoon  and  county  of  the 
town  of  Galway,  on  the  23rd  of  January,  1848,  died  from  want  of  the  necessaries  of ‘life  and 
being  exposed  to  the  severity  of  the  weather.” 

John  Lynch. 

Inspector-  General. 


Major  M'Kie  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  1 1,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  forwarding  copy  of  a letter 
from  the  Under  Secretary’s  Office,  I have  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
Commissioners,  that  after  due  inquiry  I have  been  unable  to  procure  any  addi- 
tional particulars  relating  to  the  death  of  a man  (name  not  known)  who  is 
stated  by  the  verdict  of  a coroner’s  jury  to  have  died  at  Clybain,  parish  of 
Rahoon,  county  of  Galway,  on  the  23rd  January,  from  want  and  exposure. 

The  relieving  officer  did  not  see  the  body ; but  would  have  relieved  him  had 
he  applied.  The  Vice-Guardians  had  no  knowledge  of  the  case. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  5,  1S4S. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  proceeding  for  rates  before  the  magistrates  at  Petty 
Sessions  would  not  be  very  efficacious,  from  the  uncertainty  in  the  attendance 
of  the  local  magistracy,  and  the  possible  refusal,  as  in  a recent  instance  at 
Oraumore,  where  the  magistrate  refused  to  hear  48  cases,  by  which  there  was 
a fortnight  lost ; at  the  end  of  which  time,  when  the  cases  were  heard,  the 
magistrate  refused  to  issue  his  warrants  until  the  next  court  day,  by  which  there 
was  a month’s  delay  in  the  collection  of  the  rates,  and  this  at  a time  when  such 
destitution  prevails  in  the  Union.  We  would  also  add  that  we  fear  that  feelings 
of  delicacy  in  adjudicating  on  the  cases  of  persons  in  their  own  class,  might  have 
the  effect  of  retarding  that  prompt  and  rigorous  decision  which  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  Union  is  placed  require.  WT e are  of  opinion  that  proceedings 
in  the  superior  courts  (after  due  notice),  against  some  of  the  highest  rate-payers 
ill  the  Union,  would  have  a most  salutary  effect,  and  in  the  western  part  of  the 
Union  particularly.  We  are  of  opinion  that  to  distrain  under  a 15  days’  notice 
would  be  difficult  and  impossible  without  a large  military  force. 

We  consider  the  seizure  made  by  Mr.  Martin,  our  collector,  will  have  a most 
beneficial  effect ; indeed  it  has  already  proved  so,  as  many  persons  from  whom 
he  could  scarcely  think  it  worth  while  to  demand  rates,  have  since  come  in  and 
paid.  The  property  seized  consisted  principally  of  hay ; it  was  sold  by  auction 
in  this  town,  and  brought  a higher  price  than  could  be  got  for  it  at  market. 
There  was  great  competition,  and  no  combination  amongst  the  people. 

W e are  unable  to  give  any  satisfactory  explanation  as  to  the  death  (as  alleged 
from  starvation)  of  the  man  at  Clybane,  in  the  electoral  division  of  Galway. 
Our  relieving  officer  for  that  district,  had  the  man  applied,  would  have  given 
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him  relief  provisionally,  as  is  in  every  case  done  'where  our  relieving  officers  see 
an  urgent  necessity  for  it.  All  we  heard  of  it  was,  that  he  with  three  others 
came  to  the  town  of  Galway  from  a distant  part  of  the  county  to  beg.  We  have 
given  the  strictest  directions  from  the  commencement,  to  our  officers  to  afford 
instant  relief  in  every  case  where  there  was  any  apparent  necessity  for  it,  and 
which  we  have  good  reason  to  know  has  been  done. 

We  have  made  every  arrangement  for  putting  the  able-bodied  paupers  on  the 
out-door  relief  books  to  break  stones  on  Monday,  the  county  surveyor  having 
consented  to  furnish  us  with  the  tools  he  has  belonging  to  the  Board  of  Works, 
although  he  has  not  received  any  order  for  their  issue.  The  able-bodied  paupers 
in  the  workhouse  have  been  set  to  dig  the  ground  attached  to  the  house,  until 
we  commence  quarrying  on  Monday,  when  a portion  of  them  will  be  employed 
in  breaking  stones. 

We  have  been  applied  to  by  the  Town  Commissioners  for  men  to  sweep  the 
streets  of  this  town.  If  the  Poor  Lawr  Commissioners  would  permit  the  out-door 
able-bodied  paupers  to  perform  this  work,  we  consider  it  would  be  of  the  greatest 
use  in  preserving  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  could  not  in  any  way  interfere 
with  legitimate  labour,  as  the  Town  Commissioners  have  no  funds  to  employ 
workmen ; and  wre  are  confident  it  would  be  the  severest  test  that  could  be  put 
to  a certain  class  of  the  able-bodied  male  paupers. 

W e regret  to  have  to  report  that  our  collection  for  this  week  must  be  defi- 
cient, in  consequence  of  two  of  our  collectors  having  been  subpoenaed  to  Dublin 
to  attend  a crown  case  as  witnesses  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer. 

We  beg  to  refer  the  Commissioners  to  a proposal  from  Major  Geoghegan,  for 
the  house  and  premises  at  Dangan,  on  more  eligible  terms  than  offered  by  Mr. 
Redington,  inasmuch  as  he  (Major  Geoghegan)  proposes  to  let  it  on  lease,  with 
a clause  of  surrender.  We  are  informed  Major  Geoghegan  holds  the  property 
in  perpetuity. 

Enclosure. 

Major  Geoghegan  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — February  4,  IS48. 

With  reference  to  my  conversation  with  you  yesterday  on  the  subject  of  your  taking 
this  place,  as  extra-accommodation  for  the  poor,T  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
following  terms : — 

1st.  The  premises  at  present  in  my  occupation,  viz.,  the  house,  offices,  & c.,  and  16  acres  of 
land,  Irish  plantation  measure,  for  the  annual  rent  of  200Z.  sterling 

2nd.  The  house,  offices,  garden,  with  one  acre  of  land  additional,  for  1407.  sterling  per 
annum. 

Should  you  not  find  it.  convenient  to  take  the  whole  of  the  land,  you  can  have  any  quantity  of 
it  at  the  rate  of  71.  per  Irish  acre,  being  the  amount  usually  paid  for  con-acre  in  this  locality. 

With  respect  to  a lease,  I am  willing  to  graut  one  for  a term  of  21  years,  with  a clause  of 
surrender  every  three  years. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  8,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  proposal  for  the  employment  of  able-bodied 
persons  receiving  out-door  relief  to  sweep  the  streets  of  the  city,  I am  to  state 
that  the  Commissioners  will  not  object  to  that  arrangement,  provided  that  strict 
precautions  are  taken  that  the  work  shall  be  duly  performed,  and  that  it  shall 
not  he  a mere  excuse  for  idleness. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  express  the  Commissioners’  sanction  of  the  proposal 
to  take  the  house  and  premises  at  Dangan  from  Major  Geoghegan,  to  be  used  as 
an  auxiliary  workhouse  for  the  Galway  Union. 


Count  Strzelecki  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  4,  1848. 

I request  you  will  be  pleased  to  issue  the  necessary  instructions  to 
Major  M‘Kie,  the  new  Inspector  at  Galway  Union,  that  he  may  undertake 
the  administration  of  the  relief  which  heretofore  was  afforded  by  the  Association 
to  schools  of  the  Union,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  late  Captain  Iiellard. 


The  Commissioners  to  Major  M‘Kie: — February  8,  1848, 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy 
of  a letter  which  they  have  received  from  the  Count  Strzelecki,  and  I am  to 
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request  that,  in  accordance  with  the  desire  expressed  in  that  communication, 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  undertake  the  administration  of  the  relief  afforded 
by  the  British  Association  to  schools  in  the  Galway  Union. 


Major  M‘Kie  to  the  Commissioners: — February  10,  184S. 

I arrived  at  Galway  on  the  3rd  instant,  and  immediately  put  myself 
in  communication  with  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  entered  on  the  duties  of  my 
office. 

My  attention  being  called  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  workhouse  accommoda- 
tion, and  to  the  necessity  for  increased  means  of  offering  the  workhouse  test, 
I accompanied  the  Vice-Guardians  to  inspect  a house  in  the  occupation  of 
Major  Geoghegan  (Dangan),  which  they  considered  well  adapted  to  the  reception 
of  children  admitted  to  the  workhouse ; in  this  opinion  I concur,  the  situation 
is  open  and  healthy,  the  house  large  and  well  ventilated,  having  been  occupied 
until  lately,  as  a nunnery. 

The  only  question  appears  to  be  that  of  expense  ; but  as  the  Vice-Guardians 
have  submitted  the  terms  on  which  it  has  been  offered,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me 
to  report  on  that  point,  further  than  to  state,  that  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to 
ascertain  there  is  no  other  place  available,  so  well  adapted  to  the  purpose ; it 
would  accommodate  about  600  children. 

On  the  4th  instant  I inspected  the  workhouse,  and  was  well  pleased  to  find 
it  generally  clean  and  in  good  order,  the  dormitories  particularly  so. 

A great  number  of  the  inmates  were  in  their  own  ragged  clothes,  the  work- 
house  clothing  being  insufficient.  The  Vice-Guardians  entered  into  a contract 
on  the  2nd  instant  for  a supply  of  clothing,  and  the  contractor  states  that  the 
articles  are  on  the  road  from  Dublin,  and  will  be  here  in  a day  or  two. 

With  respect  to  the  hospital  and  the  present  number  of  patients,  many  of 
them  fever  cases,  I think  the  utmost  attention  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon  is 
called  for,  and  that  he  should  visit  it  at  least  once  a day.  I find  that  this  has 
not  been  the  case ; and  that  from  the  first  to  the  ninth.  Dr.  Browne  visited  the 
hospital  on  six  days  only,  and  some  of  those  did  not  exceed  half  an  hour. 
With  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  I should  wish  that  I might  be  allowed 
to  call  for  a regular  attendance  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Browne,  and  that  the  duties 
of  visiting  the  sick  should  not  he  left  to  the  apothecary. 

I found  on  my  arrival,  that  the  town  of  Galway  was  inundated  with  paupers, 
and  the  streets  swarming  with  beggars,  presenting  a scene  of  squalor  and  misery 
that  can  scarcely  be  imagined.  I waited  on  the  town  Commissioners  on  the 
subject,  and  requested  them  to  endeavour  to  put  a stop  to  it.  Their  statement 
went  to  show  that  the  gaols  wTere  crowded  to  excess,  and  that  in  consequence,  it 
would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  put  the  Vagrant  Act  in  force.  They  also  stated 
that  many  of  the  inmates  of  the  gaol  were  committed  for  petty  thefts,  that  on 
their  discharge  they  were  let  loose  on  the  town,  and  thus  tended  to  throng  the 
crowd  of  beggars  in  their  streets,  as  they  were  not  furnished  with  the  means  of 
returning  to  their  homes ; that  the  greater  number  of  persons,  &c.,  discharged, 
and  of  others  begging  through  the  town,  came  from  Connemara  (Clifden  Union). 
I saw  myself  yesterday,  several  cars  loaded  with  prisoners  going  to  the  gaol, 
and  was  told  they  came  from  that  district. 

It  is  expected  that  the  employment  of  paupers  in  cleansing  the  streets,  will 
have  a considerable  effect  in  preventing  the  influx  of  paupers,  and  I hope  to  be 
able  to  arrange  with  the  Town  Commissioners  that  they  shall  supply  carts, 
scrapers,  See.,  &c.,  for  this  purpose. 

As  a sanitary  measure,  the  cleansing  of  the  streets  is  much  required ; I have 
never  seen  so  filthy  a town  in  any  part  of  the  world  I have  visited. 

There  wTas  a difficulty  about  procuring  tools  to  set  the  able-bodied  to  work 
at  stone-breaking,  but  by  an  arrangement  with  the  county  surveyor,  on  my 
receipt,  he  has  given  some  tools,  pending  the  receipt  of  the  application  from  the 
Guardians  in  the  prescribed  form,  and  gangs  are  now  at  work,  and  will  he 
increased  in  number  daily. 

The  employment  of  out-door  paupers  on  this  labour,  gives  rise  to  the  ques- 
tion, what  amount  of  food  will  be  a sufficient  ration  for  a man  employed  in 
labour  for  eight  hours,  and  on  this  question  I hope  to  he  favoured  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Commissioners.  The  Guardians  think  not  less  than  2 lbs.  of 
meal,  or  an  equivalent,  and  I do  not  think  they  can  work  on  much  less. 
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The  amount  of  rate  collected  during  the  last  week,  is  533/.,  but  for  the  ab- 
sence of  two  of  the  collectors  who  were  unable  to  attend  to  the  collection, 
would  have  been  considerably  more,  there  remains  to  be  collected  10,422/; 
strict  orders  have  been  given  to  the  electors  to  enforce  the  collection,  and  that 
they  should  commence  with  the  highest  ratepayers. 

I am  unable  to  report  the  number  on  the  out-door  relief  list,  as  the  accounts 
are  not  yet  rendered  by  the  relieving  officers,  not  one  of  whom  attended  for 
that  purpose  on  Tuesday ; I fear  it  cannot  be  less  than  5000.  These  officers, 
state  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  attend  as  directed,  that  the  amount  of 
work  is  more  than  they  can  get  through ; there  is  much  truth  in  the  statement, 
and  it  is  deserving  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners,  whether  it  be  not 
advisable  to  allow  some  assistance  as  storekeeper,  to  take  charge  of  and  distri- 
bute the  bread.  S,ome  of  these  officers  have  1000  names  on  their  relief  lists, 
they  have  not  much  less  than  20  miles  to  come  to  attend  the  Board.  The 
registering  the  names  by  the  clerk,  is  from  the  numbers,  a tedious  process,  this, 
together  with  the  revision  of  the  lists,  and  taking  their  accounts,  occupies  much 
time ; the  consequence  is,  that  the  business  which  should  be  brought  to  a close 
on  Wednesday,  will  not  be  finished  till  Friday.  The  relieving  officers  gene-- 
rally,  are  not  intelligent,  or  fitted  for  the  office,  particularly  at  the  present  time, 
with  such  an  amount  of  destitution  as  prevails  in  the  Union,  rendering  it  impe- 
rative on  the  Guardians,  to  leave  more  to  their  discretion,  than  would  be  the 
case  in  ordinary  times. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — February  15,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  10th  instant,  relating  to  the  Galway  Union,  and  with  reference  to 
the  want  of  attention  evinced  by  the  medical  officer  of  the  workhouse  to  the 
patients  in  hospital, I am  to  state  that  the  medical  officer  is  by  article  66  of  the 
workhouse  regulation,  bound  to  attend  the  hospital  inmates  at  the  times  fixed 
by  the  Board  of  Guardians.  The  Commissi  oners’ consider  that  this  attendance 
should  not  be  less  in  any  case  than  once  in  every  day,  and  that  in  cases  of  serious 
illness  the  attendance  should  be  more  frequent.  They  desire  to  refer  to  the 
weekly  medical  report  (form  IS  appended  to  workhouse  regulations),  in  which 
the  medical  officer  should  show  the  actual  attendance  on  each  inmate  of  the 
hospital  through  the  week;  and  they  recommend  that  the  Vice-Guardians 
be  moved  to  give  special  directions  to  the  medical  officer  in  pursuance  of  the 
workhouse  regulations. 

As  regards  the  number  of  mendicants  who  it  appears  have  crowded  into  the 
town  of  Galway,  the  Commissioners  consider  it  of  importance  that  the  Vagrant 
Act  should  be  enforced  m Galway,  with  a view  of  checking  the  spread  of  dis 
ease,  and  of  relieving  the  ratepayers  from  the  charge  of  mendicants- from  other 
electoral  divisions  and  Unions;  and  although  the  ordinary  prison  may  not 
afford  room  for  the  committal  of  these  mendicants,  the  Commissioners  consider 
that  by  taking  any  building  in  the  town  suitable  for  a house  of  correction  and 
temporary  imprisonment,  the  magistrates  may  put  the  law  in  force,  and  pro- 
bably a lew  examples  made  from  time  to  time,  would  prove  sufficient  for  the 
purpose. 

With  reference  to  the  quantity  of  food  proposed  to  be  allowed  to  the  per- 
sons who  have  been  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  list,  the  Commissioners  re- 
commend the  Vice-Guardians  m apportioning  rations  for  able-bodied  persons 
employed  m stone-breakmg,  not  to  exceed  the  allowances  fixed  by  the  Relief 
Commissioner  in  1847,  which  were  generally  considered  sufficient,  and  were 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

In  reference  to  the  directions  given  to  the  collectors,  the  Commissioners 
desire  to  draw  attention  to  the  powers  given  to  collectors,  by  the  73rd  section 
of  the  Act  1 and  2 Viet.,  cap.  56,  under  which  they  can  enforce  payment  of 
poors  rates  by  all  the  means  which  the  law  provides  for  recovery  of  county  cess ; 

Rnd?^w-i>ieTWSel'yed,t!oat  /Sder  the  first  provision  of  the  152nd  section  of 
6 and I 7 Will.  IV .cap.  116,  (Poor  Law  Compendium,  page  130,)  county  cess 
may  be  immediately  enforced  by  distress.  ’ 

.,  ^ h?  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  immediately  to  move 
the  Vice-Guardians  to  consider  the  duties  and  extent  of  the  districts  of  the 
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relieving  officers,  also  the  fitness  of  the  persons  now  so  employed  for  the  very  Galway  Union, 
responsible  duties  they  have  to  perform.  — 

The  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  sanction  any  changes  in  the  districts 
and  officers  which  the  Vice-Guardians  may  consider  necessary,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  so  many  additional  officers  as  may  be  requisite  during  tire  present 
pressure  of  distress.  You  will,  however,  have  the  goodness  to  observe  that  the 
Commissioners  object  to  the  appointment  of  assistant  relieving  officers  in  the 
districts  already  formed,  and  in  every  case  desire  that  the  additional  officer 
shall  be  responsible  for  a district,  for  which  object  the  existing  districts  may  be 
altered. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  12,  1S48. 

We  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  in- 
stant. TYe  annex  a letter  from  Major  Geoghegan,  respecting  the  house  and 
premises  at  Dangan,  and  we  are  about  procuring  an  estimate  as  to  the  cost  of 
the  necessary  alterations. 

We  have  made  an  arrangement  with  the  Town  Commissioners,  as  to  cleansing 
the  streets,  and  have  insisted  upon  their  carrying  into  effect  one  of  their  bye- 
laws, prohibiting  the  citizens  from  permitting  any  nuisances  to  remain  in  the 
streets,  which  hitherto  has  been  little  attended  to.  They  are  to  supply  the 
necessary  implements,  and  to  cart  to  the  workhouse  as  much  manure  as 
•will  be  required  for  the  ground  attached  thereto.  This  permission  thus 
granted,  will  be  of  the  most  beneficial  effect,  and  be  so  felt  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town. 

We  are  of  opinion,  that  from  the  great  pressure  that  exists,  it  is  indispensably 
necessary  to  appoint  four  additional  relieving  officers.  We  are  also  of  opinion 
that  the  salary  of  30/.  a-year,  is  not  sufficient  remuneration  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  efficient  persons  to  discharge  the  arduous  duties  of  the  office ; we  there- 
fore recommend  that  50/.  a-year,  at  least,  be  fixed  as  a salary  for  each  relieving 
officer.  From  the  smallness  of  the  salary  allowed  by  the  late  Board,  efficient 
persons  tould  not  be  had,  and  the  result  is,  that  some  of  the  relieving  officers 
are  detained  from  three  to  four  days  in  town,  making  up  their  books.  WTe 
propose  to  dismiss  some  of  those  persons,  and  to  appoint  competent  men  in 
their  place.  Mr.  Bourke,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  concurs  in  opinion  with  us, 
that  the  present  number  of  relieving  officers  is  not  sufficient  for  the  Union 
during  the  present  emergency. 

We  beg  leave  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners  a very  consi- 
derable evil,  which  we  feel  at  a loss  to  correct.  For  some  time  past,  great 
numbers  of  vagrants  have  been  sent  into  Galway,  committed  by  the  magistrates 
under  10th  and  1 1th  Viet,  cap.  84.  The  greater  number  of  these  persons  are 
from  Clifden,  and  other  Unions.  When  they  are  discharged  from  prison  in  a 
state  of  disease  and  utter  destitution,  they  apply  in  crowds  at  the  workhouse 
for  relief;  they  are  provisionally  relieved,  with  an  injunction  to  return  to  their 
own  localities ; but  instead  of  doing  so,  they  remained  begging  through  the 
streets  of  Galway,  and  lienee  the  different  inquests  that  have  been  lately  held. 
The  county  prison  originally  intended  to  receive  250,  now  contains  upwards  of 
1000  prisoners. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  1 lb.  of  bread  is  not  sufficient  to  support  an  able- 
bodied  man  at  full  work. 

Enclosures. 

Major  Geoghegan  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — February  11,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  9th  instant, 
informing  me  of  your  having  obtained  the  sanction  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  to  accept 
of  my  oiler  of  the  premises  of  Dangan,  as  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  5th  instant. 

I beg  to  acquaint  you  that  I shall  be  prepared  to  gire  you  possession  of  the  place  on  the  1st 
of  April  next;  and  in  the  mean  time  you  can  proceed  with  any  alterations  or  improvements 
which  you  may  consider  necessary. 

Will  you  do  me  the  favour  of  ascertaining  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Commissioners  to  take 
the  whole  of  the  premises  in  my  occupation,  or  merely  the  house,  offices,  garden,  and  one  acre  of 
laud — this  not  being  distinctly  stated  in  your  letter  under  reply. 

I would  here  beg  to  observe  that  there  are  four  marble  chimney  pieces  in  the  house,  and  as 
they  are  easily  injured,  and  cannot  be  of  much  use  in  a poorhouse,  I hope  you  will  have  no 
objection  to  my  having  them  removed,  with  a view  to  their  preservation. 
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Galway  Union. 


To  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Galway  Union. 

The  Memorial  of  Laurence  Finerty,  Relieving  Officer  of  the  Galway  East  Electoral 
Division, 

Respectfully  Sheweth, — 

That  when  memorialist  was  appointed  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  situation 
of  relievin'*  officer  at  the  very  inadequate  salary  of  30/.  per  annum,  it  was  not  their  intention 
to  administer  out- door  relief,  and  that  even  under  such  circumstauces,  the  rai e-payers  in 
general  regarded  the  amount  of  remuneration  fixed  upon  as  meant  rather  only  to  procure 
inefficient  officers,  so  that  the  law  might  be  defeated,  than  as  a fair  compensation  for  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  in-door  relief ; that  since  your  superseding  the  last  Board,  the  system 
of  out-door  relief  having  been  most  extensively  carried  out,  it  has  imposed  upon  your  memo- 
rialist an  amount  of  toil  and  labour,  and  exposure  to  infection  from  the  dens  of  wretchedness  and 
disease  which  he  has  to  visit,  perfectly  overwhelming,  requiring  not  only  the  sacrifice  of  his 
meal  hours,  but  even  a o-veat  portion  of  the  time  for  natural  rest ; that,  under  these  circum- 
stances, he  confidently  hopes  you  will  take  his  case  into  favourable  consideration,  and  recom- 
mend to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  award  him  something  like  an  adequate  salary  for 
the  exceeding  danger  he  has  to  expose  himself  to,  and  the  excessive  toil  he  has  to  undergo. 
And  your  memorialist  is  in  duty  bound  to  pray. 

Laurence  Finerty. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  15,  1848. 

I am  to  state  in  reply  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  additional  relieving  officers  in  the  Union,  at  an  increased  rate  of  salary, 
according  to  your  suggestion. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  observe  that  the  relief  districts  of  the  Union  should 
be  reconstructed  in  such  a manner,  as  that  each  relieving  officer  may  he  respon- 
sible for  a particular  district,  which  will  not  be  too  large  for  his  sole  superin- 
tendence. 

Such  of  the  relieving  officers  as  you  shall  deem  to  be  unfit  for  the  office,  you 
are  recommended  to  suspend,  and  if  they  do  not  then  send  in  their  resignation 
the  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  remove  them  by  an  order  under  seal 
upon  receipt  of  a report  from  the  Union  Inspector,  recommending  that  course 
to  be  adopted. 

The  Commissioners  have  addressed  Major  M‘Kie  respecting  the  mendicants 
in  the  town  of  Galway,  to  whom  you  advert  in  your  report. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  food  to  be  allowed  to  able-bodied  men  who 
are  receiving  out-door  relief,  I am  to  state  that  1 lb.  of  meal  was  the  daily  ration 
allowed  to  persons  above  nine  years  of  age  by  the  Relief  Commissioners  in  1847, 
and  was  approved  of  by  the  Board  of  Health.  The  Commissioners  further 
believe  that  it  was  the  general  experience  of  the  Relief  Committees  under  the 
Temporary  Relief  Act,  that  the  allowance  was  amply  sufficient. 


Further  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — 
February  24,  1848. 

With  respect  to  the  premises  at  Dangan,  proposed  to  be  fitted  up  as 
an  auxiliary  workhouse,  I am  directed  to  state  that  your  report  has  been 
referred  to  Mr.  R.  Bourke,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  who  is  of  opinion  that  not 
more  than  one  acre  of  land  should  he  taken  at  present  with  the  house.  The 
Commissioners  request  that  they  may  be  furnished  with  your  observations  on 
the  subject. 

I am  also  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  state  specifically  the 
terms  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  rent  the  premises. 

With  reference  to  the  proposed  appointment  of  four  additional  relieving 
officers,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being  informed 
for  -what  districts  you  propose  to  appoint  the  additional,  officers.  The  Com- 
missioners are  also  desirous  of  being  furnished  with  a list  of  the  districts  as  now 
divided  for  relief  purposes. 
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Major  M*Kie  to  the  Commissioners: — February  17,  1848. 

The  Vice-Guardians  were  engaged  yesterday  and  this  day  in  the  usual 
routine  of  the  Board,  ascertaining  the  numbers  on  the  relief  lists,  and  investi- 
gating the  cases  of  applicants,  which  are  so  numerous,  that  it  is  impossible  for 
the  clerk  to  have  the  accounts  made  up  at  the  appointed  time.  Forty-three 
persons  have  been  admitted  into  the  house,  33  discharged  and  25  died  during 
the  week ; leaving  the  number  on  the  16th,  1087  in  the  house,  and  10,095  on 
out-door  relief. 

The  destitution  is  daily  on  the  increase  ; frequent  deaths  occur  ; and  many 
of  the  applicants  admitted  into  the  workhouse  and  on  the  out-door  relief,  are 
in  such  a state  of  exhaustion,  that  there  is  little  hope  of  saving  their  lives. 

There  are  at  present  334  able-bodied  men  employed  in  stone-breaking;  but 
as  far  as  I have  been  able  to  ascertain,  it  has  not  acted  so  well  as  a test  as 
admission  into  the  house. 

The  out-door  relief  is  becoming  so  heavy,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  are  con- 
sidering the  propriety  of  giving  Indian  meal  instead  of  bread,  hitherto  issued  at 
lid.  per  lb. 

The  Vice-Guardians  are  endeavouring  to  arrange  a better  division  of  elec- 
toral divisions,  some  of  which  are  too  extensive  for  one  relieving  officer  ; they 
are  also  endeavouring  to  replace  some  of  the  present  relieving  officers  by  more 
efficient  persons. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February,  22,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  17th  instant,  relating  to  the  Galway  Union;  and  in  reference 
thereto,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  averse  to  the  issue  of  un- 
cooked food  to  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  under  the  second  section  of 
the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act ; and  they  request  that  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  render  the  Vice -Guardians  all  the  assistance  in  your  power  to 
enable  them  to  have  the  daily  rations  to  the  persons  receiving  out-door  relief 
in  the  Union  issued  in  cooked  food.  A copy  of  a circular  which  has  been 
issued  by  the  Commissioners  on  this  subject  is  enclosed  herewith  for  your 
information. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  glad  to  receive  your  further  "observations  with 
respect  to  the  operation  of  stone-breaking  as  a test  of  destitution. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  19,  1848. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant. 
We  have  divided  the  Union  into  districts,  adding  three  additional  ones  for  the 
purposes  of  out-door  relief;  notwithstanding  the  increased  number  of  relieving 
officers,  they  will  have  quite  sufficient  work  in  taking  down  the  names  and 
visiting  the  applicants  for  the  present.  When  the  pressure  is  over,  it  is  hoped 
the  number  can  be  decreased.  We  shall,  we  fear,  have  to  recommend  some  of 
the  present  officers  to  resign. 

The  out-door  paupers  are  breaking  stones  and  sweeping  the  streets  of  Gal- 
way ; a number  have  refused  to  work  in  both  cases,  particularly  at  the  latter 
employment ; they  have  consequently  been  deprived  of  their  rations.  We 
have  given  directions  to  the  relieving  officers  to  give  tickets  of  admission  to 
the  workhouse  to  all  able-bodied  single  paupers  between  the  ages  of  16  and 
55  years,  and  to  take  their  names  also  off  the  out-door  list. 

We  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  Indian  meal  in  its  raw  state  should  be  sub- 
stituted for  bread,  as  affording  a more  substantial  and  economical  ration,  and 
also  in  consequence  of  the  great  difficulty  there  is  in  getting  bread  to  the 
distant  districts,  and  the  almost  impossibility  of  transmitting  it  regularly  to  the 
islands,  whereas  the  meal  could  be  stored  on  the  islands  in  large  quantities  ; 
the  people  having  plenty  of  fuel,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  them  to  cook 
their  own  food ; and  independent  of  any  other  consideration,  there  would  be  a 
saving  to  the  Union  of  at  least  25  per  cent  In  case  the  Commissioners 
approve  of  this  change,  it  would  be  well  to  obtain  permission  from  the  proper 
authorities  to  store  the  meal  at  the  coast  guard  or  police  stations. 


Galway  Union. 
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We  are  making  every  exertion  to  get  in  the  rates.  On  the  10th  November, 
1847,  when  the  present  rate  was  struck  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians : — 

£.  s.  d. 

The  uncollected  rate  and  arrears  amounted  to  . . 14,225  5 8 

From  the  10th  November  to  the  3rd  of  January, 

1848,  the  amount  collected  was  . . . . 1,713  14  8 

From  3rd  January  to  12th  February,  1848,  collected  2,611  8 3 
Uncollected  on  the  12th  February,  1848  . . . 9,900  2 9 

It  was  unfortunate  the  rate  was  not  struck  in  the  month  of  June  last,  when, 
with  due  diligence  in  the  collection,  we  have  little  doubt  that  the  arrears  at 
present  would  be  very  trifling.  We  have  directed  the  collector  for  Annaghdown 
(who  has  sworn  informations  that  he  could  not  collect  in  part  of  his  district 
without  assistance)  to  apply  to  the  resident  magistrate  at  Tuam  for  a force  to 
enable  him  to  collect  the  rates.  Mr.  Brereton,  R.M.,  has  appointed  Friday 
and  Saturday  next,  the  25th  and  26th  instant,  to  meet  the  collector  in  that 
part  of  his  district. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  very  desirable,  and  tend  much  to  the 
regularity  of  the  hospital,  to  have  paid  a nurse  in  each  ward ; and  we  are  also 
of  opinion  that  it  would  promote  the  good  order  and  regularity  of  the  house 
generally,  if  there  were  steady,  well-conducted  persons  put  in  charge  of  the 
dormitories,  who,  being  allowed  a small  sum,  would  have  an  inducement  to 
fulfil  a duty,  which  in  various  instances  we  have  ascertained,  has  been  hitherto 
very  inadequately  performed. 

We  enclose  herewith  a list  of  the  number  of  persons  on  out-door  relief  to 
this  date. 

Enclosure. 

Return  of  the  Number  and  Cost  of  Support  of  Paupers  on  Out-door  Relief  for  the  week 
Februar^igTsdS2'  1848'  “”d  ^ N“mb“r  added  10  the  List  for  "eek  ending  Saturday, 


Electoral  Divisions  in  the 
Union. 

Number  of 
Paupers 
Relieved  for 
week  ending 
Saturday, 
Feb.  12,  1848. 

Cost  of  Support 
for  week 
ending  February 

Number  of 
Paupers 
placed  on  Lis 
for  week 
ending 
February  19, 

Number  now 
Relieved  in 
each  District. 

Galway  .... 

Moycullen 

Killannin 

Oughterard  . 

Annaghdown 

Lackagh  .... 

Clare-Galway 

Athenry  .... 

Oranmore 

Stradbally 

Ballinacourty 

Arran  .... 

Union  at  large 

1997 

1368 

1965 

1340 

493 

254 

337 

231 

328 

25 

51 

6 

£.  s.  d. 
63  17  6 
31  14  0 

46  6 3 

47  16  4 
15  1 8 

7 3 7 
9 16  4 
6 3 0 
11  5 0 
0 13  3 
2 5 3 

0 5*10 

913 

241 

256 

423 

313 

125 

134 

71 

252 

31 

68 

2,910 

1,609 

2,221 

1,763 

806 

379 

471 

302 

580 

56 

109 

6 

8395 

242  8 0 

2817 

11,212 

I certify  the  above  to  be  correct, 

Thomas  J.  Reid,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — Februry  22,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  consider  that  it  is  most  desirable  that  the  daily 
rations  of  the  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the  Union  under  the  2nd 
section  ol  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  should  be  issued  in  cooked  food 
and  1 am  to  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  a copy  of  a circular  which 
has  been  issued  on  the  subject  by  the  Commissioners. 

The  Commissioners  wish  that  you  should  take  such  steps  as  you  mav  deem 
to  be  necessary  to  make  arrangements  for  the  issue  of  the  rations  in  cooked 
food;  and  they  are  convinced  that  this  mode  of  affording  relief  will  he  found 
m the  long  run  to  be  the  most  beneficial  to  the  Union,  both  as  regards  real 
economy  and  other  important  considerations. 
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As  regards  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  the  Union,  the  Commissioners 
request  that  you  will  impress  upon  each  of  the  collectors  the  necessity  for 
their  proceeding  with  energy  and  dispatch  to  close  the  collection  of  the  present 
rate  in  their  districts  respectively ; and  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of 
being  furnished  with  lists  of  the  several  immediate  lessors  in  the  Union  who 
are  defaulters  in  the  payment  of  poor-rate,  and  with  a brief  statement  in  each 
case,  showing  the  proceedings  which  have  been  taken,  and  the  stage  in  which 
such  proceedings  are,  for  enforcing  payment  of  the  rate.  Forms  for  this  pur- 
pose are  enclosed  herewith. 

The  Commissioners  wish  to  be  informed  of  the  number  of  paid  nurses  and 
ward-masters,  or  ward-mistresses,  whom  you  would  propose  to  appoint,  and  of 
the  salaries  which  you  would  recommend  to  be  allowed  to  them  respectively. 


Major  M'Kie  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  24,  1848. 

My  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  accounts  of  the  fever  hospitals  in 
the  Union  and  their  management,  with  which  I am  far  from  satisfied. 

On  my  arrival,  I found  that  objections  had  been  made  by  the  late  Captain 
Hellard  and  the  Finance  Committee,  to  the  accounts  of  the  fever  hospital  at 
Oranmore,  which  in  consequence  had  not  been  audited  since  the  30th  Sep- 
tember last,  at  which  time  a balance  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer 
amounting  to  near  300/.  There  are  several  charges  in  the  account  for  which 
there  are  no  vouchers  nor  receipts ; and  on  the  15th  of  January  the  account 
was  returned  by  the  Finance  Committee  for  revision.  They  have  been  brought 
before  the  Finance  Committee  twice  since  my  arrival  (but  in  the  same  unsatis- 
factory state)  by  the  treasurer,  Mr.  Atley.  In  addition  to  the  balance  they 
have  on  hands,  they  require  93/.  to  pay  liabilities  incurred  to  the  31st  De- 
cember. 

Until  this  account  is  amended,  funds  will  be  supplied  to  meet  the  expenditure 
since  the  1st  of  January  only.  The  number  of  patients  in  this  hospital  on  the 
15th  February  was  51.  The  medical  officer,  Dr.  Whistler,  has  also  charge  of 
the  temporary  dispensary,  and  receives  a salary  of  10s.  per  day  for  the  two ; 
there  is,  in  addition,  an  apothecary  at  5s.  per  day.  Dr.  Whistler  does  not 
consider  it  to  be  his  duty  as  dispensary  officer  to  attend  on  patients  who  may 
be  taken  ill  at  their  homes,  and  unable  to  attend  at  the  dispensary. 

This  fever  hospital  had  only  17  female  patients  on  the  22nd.  The  hospital 
was  not  completed,  and  there  is  no  ward,  for  male  patients.  The  medical 
officer,  Dr.  Davis’s  salary  5s.  per  day — no  allowance  for  compounding.  The 
treasurer  had  a balance  on  hand  on  the  30th  September  of  159/. ; a small 
balance  still  remains. 

Has  the  account  settled  to  the  1st  January,  had  a balance  of  378/.  on  the 
30th  September,  and  has  received  from  the  Guardians  22/.  The  medical 
officer  is  Dr.  Hutchinson,  who  resides  at  Spiddal,  has  charge  of  the  fever 
hospital  at  that  place,  receiving  5s.  per  day  for  each  hospital,  and  5s.  per  day 
for  compounding  medicines  at  Spiddal,  and  keeping  the  accounts,  being  15s. 
per  day.  I find  that  Dr.  Hutchinson  claims  5s.  per  day  for  compounding 
medicines  for  Moycullen.  The  distance  from  Spiddal  to  Moycullen  is  1 1 miles 
over  mountain.  I visited  this  hospital  on  the  22nd  instant,  and  beg  particularly 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  following  facts  that  come 
under  my  notice. 

On  looking  at  the  visiting  book  I found  that  Dr.  Hutchinson  had  visited  the 
hospital  on  the  15th  January ; on  the  1st  of  February  Dr.  Munn  visited  the 
hospital  for  Dr.  Hutchinson;  on  the  16th,  17th,  19  th,  and  20  th  Dr.  Hutchinson 
visited.  I understand  Dr.  Hutchinson  had  been  ill.  The  hospital  having  been 
visited  but  once  in  a month,  I asked  who  prescribed  for  the  sick,  and  was  told 
by  the  nurse  she  had.  She  had  also  admitted  patients,  ordered  all  supplies, 
and  had  the  charge  indeed  of  all. 

I think  it  desirable  that  this  hospital  should  receive  other  medical  attend- 
ance. 

This  hospital  had  a balance  in  hand  of  135/.  on  the  30  th  September,  and  has 
received  123/.  from  the  Vice-Guardians.  The  account  has  been  settled  to  the 
20th  January. 


Galway  Union. 
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_ Pne  Committee  manages  both  hospitals  in  the  town.  The  expenditure  of 
this  hospital  from  1st  October  to  6th  January,  has  been  253?.  The  average 
number  of  patients  about  100  ; of  these  the  return  shows  10  cases  of  fever  90 
convalescents.  The  medical  officer,  Dr.  Colchen,  lias  been  called  on  to 
explain  how  the  convalescents  have  so  large  a proportion  to  the  sick.  Dr. 
Colchen  receives  5.s.  per  day  for  medical  attendance ; he  has  also  charge  of  the 
permanent  fever  hospital  in  the  same  place  at  a salary  of  50?.  per  annum. 
The  apothecary  receives  55.  per  day,  and  for  the  permanent  hospital  30?.  per 
annum.  The  sheds  are  erected  in  the  yard  of  the  permanent  hospital. 

The  sheds  are  erected  contiguous  to  the  workhouse  walls.  The  expenditure 
from  the  1st  of  October  to  9th  February,  330?. ; the  average  number  of  patients 
about  80.  Dr.  Browne  is  the  medical  attendant,  at  5s.  per  day,  with  an 
apothecary  at  the  same  rate  of  pay. 

Dr.  Browne  receives  a salary  of  100/.  per  annum  as  the  medical  officer  of 
the  workhouse,  with  an  apothecary  at  40?.  per  annum.  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  temporary  hospital,  being  so  contiguous,  might  be  attended  by  the  medical 
officer  and  apothecary  of  the  establishment  without  additional  pay  : the  Vice- 
Guardians  are  of  this  opinion  also. 

The  aggregate  amount  now  required  of  the  Guardians  to  pay  off  the  liabilities 
ol  the  several  fever  hospitals  is  about  700?.,  and  the  amount  already  paid  by 
them  546/.  These  sums,  together  with  the  balances  in  hands  on  the  30th 
September,  will  make  a total  of  about  2000?.  for  the  maintenance  of  these 
hospitals  since  the  1st  of  October— say  five  months— and  the  average  number 
ot  patients  351.  The  above  does  not  include  the  salaries  of  the  medical 
officers. 

It  has  been  stated  that  in  the  hospitals  there  are  persons  who  are  not  in 
lever ; 1 confess  I am  not  prepared  to  say  that  this  may  not  be  the  case  ; and 
U i may  be  permitted,  would  suggest  that  some  medical  officer  should  inspect 
and  report  on  these  hospitals.  * 

On  the  19th  contracts  were  made  by  the  Fever  Committee  for  the  supply  of 
siderableLvfno-011811”^^1011  reVlired  for  the  hosPitals>  °n  which  I expect  a con- 

I attended  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday  until  late,  but  the  accounts  of 
flie  rehevmg  officers  were  not  checked.  Several  of  those  men  must  be  dis- 
inefficiency.  Candidates’  applications  for  the  offices  have  been 
received,  but  few  of  them  can  be  depended  on.  The  office  at  present  is  a most 

weeklvUS  °ne’ffd  1S  not  Tght  after  by  men  who  are  qualified  for  it.  The 
weekly  expenditure  on  out-door  relief  is  very  heavy,  the  gross  number  for  the 
week  ending  19th  instant,  was  11,212,  at  a cost  of  about  3901. ; the  number  in 
the  workhouse  being  1135,  at  a cost  of  901.  umDei  m 

nJt  T°i™d  f the  S0“P  kitchen  in  good  order,  with  the  boilers  set  ■ 

™d.  bb?v?  heard  that  the  greater  number  of  those  which  were  in  use  under  the 
Belief  Act  are  still  available.  The  relieving  officers  have  been  directed  to 

a c'Se“blersavSg°n  If  ^ “'e  br0Ught  °Peratioa  i4  wU1  e£fect 

Sns.f  £ ass- " *“■ p—  - — ^ -•  - as 

I have  not  been  able  to  induce  the  magistrates  to  enforce  the  Vagrant  Act  • 
and  when  I suggested  the  hiring  of  some  building  for  a house ^Section 
thqi  say  they  have  no  funds,  and  who  is  to  pay  for  it? 
the  town  continues  to  be  crowded  with  mendicants. 

a n-  u r • aounV  g“oI>  which  is  situated  within  the  town  of  Galway 
946  SSto  LTsf  Sf  ^ aoJ?r  110  Pliers,  contains  at  this  moment 

Mf  fids  chlldre?~t0“  "7  Persons.  I am  also  informed  that  one- 
the  of  rWdi  a,Tk°m  Co™emara’  and  three-fourths  of  that  half  from 

dSthTtbat f f i Cr°Tvded  ?tate  0f  this  Sao1  requires  attention.  The 

fearftd  resuli  of  ^ plfa  ™ ^ ^ 7alIs  sUlce  t,le  lst  “slant  ® I I6-a 
be“l ^ discharidl  bPrif  state-added  *°  which,  numbers  have  died  (on 
d STrgid>  b f r,e  they  returned  to  their  homes,  and  vast  numbers 
lemain  to  beg  through  the  streets  of  Galway. 

I am  endeavouring  to  get  the  labour  at  stone-breaking  and  sweeping  the 
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streets  into  a regular  system,  so  that  the  effect  as  a test  may  be  correctly  ascer-  Galway  Union, 
tainecl.  In  three  gangs  for  one  week  I have  a report  as  follows  : — — 

Taylor’s  Hill,  Galway,  103  sent  to  work,  6 left. 

Ballyhown,  do.  118  do.  78  do. 

Oranmore,  do.  52  do.  10  do. 

I have  no  report  yet  on  three  other  gangs,  as  they  have  not  completed  a 
week.  Out  of  20  men  sent  to  sweep  the  streets,  10  left  work  the  first  day. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  29,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  24th  instant,  relating  to  the  Galway  Union,  and  I am  to  state  that 
the  Commissioners  have  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Central  Board  of  Health 
to  your  observations  on  the  subject  of  the  temporary  fever  hospital  in  the 
Union. 

The  Commissioners  are  prepared  at  once  to  remove  any  of  the  relieving 
officers  of  the  Union  who  do  not  discharge  their  duties  efficiently. 

An  extract  from  your  report  relating  to  the  crowded  state  of  the  county  gaol, 
has  been  forwarded  to  the  Government. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  26,  1848. 

We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant.  We  have  agreed  to 
rent  the  house,  premises,  and  one  acre  of  land,  at  Dangan,  for  three  years  at 
140/.  per  annum.  We  propose  to  have  the  necessary  alterations  made  imme- 
diately : the  expense  will  be  moderate.  We  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
entire  of  the  remaining  land,  15  statute  acres,  should  be  taken,  and  which  we 
think  could  be  had  on  advantageous  terms.  The  premises  are  within  a short 
distance  of  the  workhouse,  and  we  consider  that  the  paupers  could  be  both 
usefully  and  healthfully  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land. 

We  have  appointed  additional  relieving  officers,  and  beg  to  refer  you  for  the 
particulars  to  the  schedule  annexed. 

There  are  only  25  aged  and  infirm  paupers  now  remaining  in  the  workhouse, 
and  these  could  not  well  be  removed. 

On  the  day  the  order  came  down  for  the  dismissal  of  the  master  we  had  all 
the  inmates  brought  out  to  the  yards,  and  on  reckoning  them  we  found  a 
deficiency  of  41,  compared  with  the  number  that  appears  on  the  books. 

We  have  had  Mr.  Bell  Martin,  of  Ballinahinch  Castle,  served  with  a 15  days’ 
notice,  and  we  beg  to  annex  a copy  of  a note  received  from  him  respecting  the 
payment  of  his  rates. 

We  enclose  a report  from  our  medical  officer  as  to  the  state  of  the  hospitals. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a resident  apothecary  to 
make  up  and  dispense  our  own  medicines,  and  which  we  are  convinced  would 
tend  much  to  the  care  and  attention  of  the  patients.  We  think  10/.  a-year 
with  rations  would  be  a fair  salary  for  a head  nurse,  and  we  have  written  to 
the  different  hospitals  in  Dublin  to  procure  one  that  can  be  wrell  recom- 
mended. We  propose  to  appoint  four  wardmasters  at  a salary  of  51  a-year 
with  rations. 

We  find  that  sweeping  the  streets  has  been  a good  test,  as  the  persons 
appointed  to  that  duty  only  remain  a few  hours  at  the  work,  when  they 
give  up. 

We  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  cooked  food  is  best,  both  as  being  more 
•wholesome  and  more  economical : we  were  only  induced  to  recommend  the 
distribution  of  raw  meal  from  a consideration  of  the  difficulty  and  expense  of 
erecting  the  necessary  boilers,  &c.,  &c. ; but  as  we  now  find  that  in  most  parts 
of  the  Union,  they  still  remain  as  left  by  the  Relief  Committees,  we  are 
making  every  exertion  to  have  them  put  into  operation  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible. 
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We  are  urging  the  collection  in  every  manner  in  our  power.  The  military 
were  out  in  Annaghdown  on  yesterday  and  this  day,  we  do  not  know  as  yet 
with  what  result,  but  fear  from  the  information  we  have  obtained  that  the  dif- 
ficulties of  collection  will  increase  weekly.  Mr.  Martin  has  informed  us  that 
it  is  useless  his  taking  out  the  military  again  into  the  rural  parts  of  his  district, 
as  that  part  of  the  country  is  quite  exhausted. 

The  expenses  of  the  temporary  fever  hospitals  seem  to  us  to  be  enormous. 
We  are  now  called  upon  for  upwards  of  700/.,  which  is  a heavy  draw  upon  a 
falling  exchequer. 


Enclosures.  ’ 


^Extracts  from  Minutes  of  24th  February,  1848. 

Resolved — That  the  following  persons  be  appointed  relieving  officers  for  the  Galway  Union, 
at  the  yearly  salary  of  50/.  each,  and  that  the  salaries  of  the  other  relieving  officers  of  the 
Union  be  raised  to  the  same  amount. 


Nicholas  Burke, 
Michael  Duffy. 
Walter  Amos, 


Patrick  Turke,  Patrick  Kinneen,  and 

John  Kearns,  James  Campbell. 


Resolved — That  the  relief  districts  of  the  Galway  Union  be  remodelled,  and  that  the  follow- 
ing be  the  relief  districts,  with  the  relieving  officers  whose  names  are  set  forth  opposite  each 
district  attached  thereto,  viz  : — 


1 Galway,  East  . 

2 Galway,  West  . 

3 Moyculien 

4 Killanin,  South 

5 Killanin,  North 

6 Killanin,  West  . 

7 Oughterard,  North 

8 Oughterard,  South 

9 Oughterard,  West 

10  Annaghdown 

11  Clare,  Galway  . 

12  Lackagh  and  Athenry 

13  Oranmore 

14  Ballinacourty  and  Stradbally 

15  Union  at  Large 


Laurence  Finerty. 
Nicholas  Burke. 
Morgan  Darcy. 
Patrick  Turke. 
Martin  Griffin. 
Francis  O'Connor. 
Walter  Amos. 

J ohn  O’Connor. 
Michael  Duffy. 
Matthew  Craven. 
James  Morriss. 
John  M'Donough. 
John  Kearns. 
Patrick  Kinneen. 
James  Campbell. 


Resolved — That  Michael  Dowling,  relieving  officer  for  Galway,  and  Thomas  Francis  for 
Oranmore,  be  called  upon  to  resign,  they  being  incompetent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their 
office. 


Copy  of  a Letter  from  Arthur  G.  B.  Martin,  Esq.,  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  as  to 
payment  of  Poor  Rates. 

The  impossibility  of  getting  in  my  rents  (without  enforcing  payment  by  severity,  which 
would  throw  a vast  mass  of  destitution  on  the  Union)  has  prevented  my  paying  the  rate 
assossed  against  me.  May  I beg  you  to  giye  me  time,  and  to  allow  me  to  pay  /ou  by  weekly 
instalments  of  30/.  If  you  cannot  accept  this  proposal,  I shall  be  obliged  to  increase  the 
number  of  paupers  in  the  Union  beyond  the  power  of  support  for  them. 


Medical  Report  of  the  State  of  the  Galway  Union  Hospital. 

February  26,  1848. 

The  number  of  patients  in  hospital  this  day  are  255,  including  48  fever  patients  in  the 
fever  wards  at  Straw  Lodge  ; the  whole  number  of  fever  cases  are  100  j dysentery  105  other 
cases  50.  The  number  of  deaths  reported  for  the  week  ending  on  Saturday  the  19th ’ were 
19;  from  which  date  up  to  the  present  Saturday  26th,  there  have  been  20.  I consider  this 
mortality  exceedingly  small,  if  the  state  of  the  inmates  on  their  admission  be-  considered  • they 
come  in  reduced  to  the  lowest  state  of  debility  and  emaciation,  from  dysentery,  want  of  food 
and  clothing  and  having  been  exposed  for  weeks  to  cold  and  wet.  They  are  brought  directly 
from  the  probation  wards  to  the  hospital,  and  die  in  the  course  of  a few  days  notwithstanding 
the  most  careful  medical  treatment;  it  is  also  to  he  remarked,  that  it  will  be  found  by  a 
reference  to  the  "records  of  deaths’  book,”  that  almost  all  the  deaths  are  amongst  those 
admitted  from  the  southern  part  of  Killanin  and  Oughterard  electoral  divisions,  and  scarcely 
any  of  the  old  inmates;  the  average  time  of  their  being  in  the  house  is  about  three  weeks; 
the  whole  of  the  females  in  the  establishment  appear  more  healthy  than  the  males ; the 
latter  seem  to  suffer  more  from  dysentery  and  want  of  proper  clothing  than  the  former.  The 
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persons  in  course  of  daily  admission  to  the  house  are  wretched  beyond  description,  and  are 
almost  immediately  in  hospital ; this  of  course  must,  be  expected  from  the  great  increase  of 
destitution  abroad  and  the  extreme  inclemency  of  the  weather.  The  number  of  deaths  for 
the  last  month  have  been  64;  the  average  number  in  the  house  about  1200.  I have  been 
informed  that  the  average  number  in  the  county  prison  are  about  960,  and  the  average 
number  of  deaths  have  been  about  35  weekly ; taking  into  consideration  that  their  dietary 
is  considerably  better  than  ours,  the  class  of  persons  admitted  much  above  ours,  (except  those 
committed  as  vagrants,)  I think  the  Vice-Guardians  must  be  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the 
management  of  the  hospital. 

J.  V.  Browne,  Medical  Officer. 

Workhouse  hospital,  February  26,  1848. 

(Copy.) 

Thomas  J.  Reed,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


Return  of  the  Number  and  Cost  of  Support  of  Paupers  on  Out-door  Relief  for  the 
Week  ended  Saturday,  19th  February,  1848,  and  of  the  Number  added  to  the  List  for 
Week  ended  26th  February,  instant. 


Electoral  Divisions  in  the 
Union. 

Number  of  Paupers 
relieved  for  week 
ended  19th 
February,  1848. 

Cost  of  Support 
for  week  ended 
1 9th  February, 
1848. 

Number  of  Paupers 
placed  on  Out- 
door Relief  Lists 
for  week  ended 
26th  February, 
1848. 

Gross  Number 
now  relieved  in 
each  Electoral 
Division. 

£.  5. 

d. 

Galway 

2,838 

97  7 

6 

874 

3,712 

Movcullen  . 

1,406 

54  2 

8 

296 

1,702 

Killanin 

2,210 

83  3 

H 

410 

2,620 

Oughterard 

1,756 

63  17 

81 

346 

2,102 

Annasrhdown 

793 

26  18 

3i 

216 

1,009 

Clare,  Galwav  • 

450 

15  3 

51 

150 

600 

Lnckagh 

374 

13  0 

0 

87 

461 

Athenry 

301 

10  17 

0 

79 

380 

Oranmore  . 

586 

J 8 3 

0 

273 

859 

Ballinacourty 

166 

3 8 

64 

324 

490 

Stradbally  . 

72 

1 6 

61 

21 

93 

Arran  .... 

Union  at  Large  . 

6 

0 4 

n 

6 

1 

10,958 

37S  12 

n 

3,076 

14,034 

Thomas  J.  Reed,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  29,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  proposed  occupation  of  some  laud  at  the  house 
at  Dangan,  which  has  been  taken  by  the  Vice-Guardians  as  an  auxiliary  work- 
house,  I am  to  state  that  as  a general  rule  the  Commissioners  deem  it  unde- 
sirable that  Boards  of  Guardians  should  take  land  with  a view  of  affording 
employment  to  able-bodied  inmates  of  a workhouse,  as  all  experience  has  shown 
that  attempts  to  provide  such  employment  in  the  cultivation  of  land  belonging 
to  the  Union,  weaken  the  efficiency  of  the  workhouse  as  a test  of  destitution. 
The  Commissioners  however  think  that  a limited  quantity  of  land  may  be 
advantageously  appropriated  to  the  purpose  of  employing  the  boys  in  a wrork- 
house  and  giving  them  some  knowledge  of  agricultural  labour. 

So  far  therefore  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  take  land  for  this  latter  purpose, 
the  Commissioners  will  acquiesce  in  such  arrangements  as  the  Vice-Guardians 
propose. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  remodelling  of  the  relief  districts  of  the 
Union,  and  of  the  appointment  of  additional  relieving  officers. 

As  regards  the  proposed  appointment  of  a resident  apothecary  in  the  work-  . 
house,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  usually  objected  to  the  resi- 
dence in  a wrorkhouse  of  any  person  who  does  not  come  under  the  control  of 
the  master  and  matron ; and  for  this  reason,  as  well  as  for  some  other  consi- 
derations, the  Commissioners  must  decline  to  accede  to  the  appointment  of  a 
resident  apothecary  to  the  workhouse.  They  approve  however  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a non-resident  apothecary  to  the  workhouse,  for  the  purposes  proposed 
by  you.  The  Commissioners  have  no  objection  to  the  allowance  of  a salary  of 


Galway  Union. 
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10 1.  or  157.  with  rations,  for  the  services  of  a competent  hospital  nurse ; and 
they  desire  me  to  express  their  sanction  of  the  appointment  of  four  wardsmen, 
at  the  salaries  proposed,  for  such  time  as  their  services  may  be  necessary ; but 
you  will  probably  be  enabled  to  dispense  with  some  of  these  assistants  when  a 
good  master  and  matron  of  the  workhouse  have  been  appointed,  and  have  had 
a sufficient  opportunity  of  restoring  the  workhouse  establishment  to  order. 

The  Commissioners  perceive  with  satisfaction  that  you  are  making  arrange- 
ments for  affording  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  cooked  food.  The 
Commissioners  are  aware  that  there  are  some  peculiar  difficulties  in  that  respect 
to  be  overcome  in  the  Galway  Union. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  your  advice  and  instructions  will  stimulate 
the  collectors  to  an  active  and  impartial  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  that  they 
will  make  prompt  and  energetic  exertions  for  the  collection  of  the  rates  out- 
standing, having  regard  alone  to  the  abilitiy  of  the  parties  to  pay,  and  to  the 
necessity  of  obtaining  funds  for  the  support  of  the  destitute  poor  of  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being  furnished  with  a list  of  the  several 
immediate  lessors  in  the  Union  who  have  not  paid  their  rates,  showing  the 
amount  due  by  each,  and  the  steps  which  have  been  taken  in  each  case  to  obtain 
or  to  enforce  payment  of  the  rates. 

Forms  for  this  purpose  are  enclosed  herewith,  and  the  collectors,  or  some  of 
them,  will  perhaps  be  enabled  to  furnish  the  lists  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
week.  The  lists  will  be  found  useful  in  enabling  you  to  direct  proceedings  to 
be  taken,  or  to  be  pressed  in  cases  wherein  it  may  appear  to  you  to  be  necessary 
to  stimulate  the  collectors. 

The  Commissioners  regret  that  the  expenses  of  the  temporary  fever  hospital 
in  the  Union  should  reach  so  large  an  amount  as  that  to  which  you  advert,  and 
they  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Health  to  the  subject. 


Major  M‘Kie  to  the  Commissioners: — March  6,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2nd 

instant. 

In  reply,  I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  however 
desirable  it  may  be  to  suspend  all  orders  under  the  second  section  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  I am  of  opinion  that  it  might  be  attended  with 
serious  consequences  in  this  Union,  more  particularly  in  the  western  districts,  if 
carried  into  effect  so  early  as  the  18th  of  the  present  month.  The  season  has 
been  unusually  wet,  and  it  has  been  impossible  to  prepare  the  land  for  sowing.  I 
passed  over  about  20  miles  in  Clare  Galway  and  Lackagh  on  the  3rd  instant,  and 
in  that  journey  did  not  see  30  men  employed  in  any  way. 

I should  suggest  that,  so  soon  as  the  weather  becomes  more  favourable,  all  able- 
bodied  men  without  families  be  first  struck  off  the  relief  lists  of  all  the  eastern 
divisions.  If  operations  are  commenced  on  the  drainage  of  Lough  Corrib  so  soon 
as  the  present  high  flood  shall  subside,  a great  portion  of  the  able-bodied,  if  not 
all  in  the  county  of  the  town,  will  find  employment.  The  cultivation  of  the  land 
will  call  for  labour  in  the  eastern  districts  to  some  extent ; but  in  the  electoral 
divisions  of  Oughterard,  Killanin,  and  part  of  Moycullen,  I greatly  fear  there  is 
no  chance  of  employment  for  the  labouring  poor.  The  people  to  the  west  are  in 
a wretched  state  of  poverty,  being  mostly  small  cottiers  who  have  given  up  their 
holdings,  which  will  in  all  probability  be  left  waste  for  some  time  to  come. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  8,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  state  whether  the  state 
of  the  Union  is  such  that  the  provisions  of  the  accompanying  order  to  Listowel 
Union  could  be  carried  into  effect. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  under  that  order,  single  men,  and  men  with  two 
children,  will  be  thrown  on  their  own  resources. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  tlie  Commissioners  : — March  6,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  proposed  occupation  of  some,  and  in  addition  to  the 
house  and  premises  at  Dangan,  we  beg  leave  to  annex  a proposal  from  Mr. 
Redington,  who  is  the  owner  in  fee,  and  who  has  taken  a surrender  from  Major 
Geoghegan,  subject  to  the  agreement  for  the  lease  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  of  the 
house,  garden,  and  one  acre  of  land,  for  a term  of  21  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  .of 
140/.  We  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  accept  the 
offer  made  by  Mr.  Redington  of  this  land,  as  its  occupation  will  not  only  provide 
useful  and  healthful  employment  for  the  boys,  but  also  afford  a desirable  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  them  some  knowledge  of  agricultural  labour,  and  training  them 
in  industrial  pursuits,  in  which  the  peasantry  of  this  country  are  generally  so 
deficient. 

We  are  making  every  preparation  for  cooking  food  for  the  out-door  relief.  A 
number  of  the  boilers  put  up  by  the  Relief  Committees  are  out  of  repair,  and 
others  have  been  taken  down  and  removed  for  security.  We  trust  in  our  next 
report  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  some  of  them  are  at  work.  We  have  been  at 
the  Commissariat  store  here  to  look  at  samples  and  to  ascertain  the  prices  of 
Indian  and  other  meal.  We  found  there  a large  supply  of  excellent  biscuit,  which 
we  consider  would  be  a capital  substitute  for  soft  bread  until  we  get  our  cooking 
operations  into  full  work,  being  cheaper  and  so  much  easier  to  transmit  to  the 
distant  districts  and  the  islands ; besides  a large  quantity  can  be  stored  in  these 
localities,  which  cannot  be  done  with  soft  bread. 

We  have  discharged  the  last  of  the  aged  and  infirm  paupers,  having  put  them 
on  the  out-door  relief  list,  allowing  them  a small  weekly  sum  for  lodging  and 
fuel. 

Our  contractor  for  clothing  hits  furnished  a good  portion  of  his  contract,  and  is 
sending  in  a supply  weekly.  The  miserable  state  of  filth  and  rags  in  which  the 
paupers  appear  was  most  disgraceful  to  such  an  establishment  as  this. 

We  will  have  the  male  paupers  at  work  forthwith  at  the  hand  corn-mill  erected 
in  the  workhouse ; we  had  hoped  to  have  it  at  work  before  this,  but  there  was 
considerable  difficulty  in  procuring  the  proper  stones  for  it.  We  anticipate  this 
description  of  labour  will  not  only  turn  out  profitable  but  be  a capital  test.  In 
connection  with  this  we  are  anxious  to  establish  the  baking  of  bread  in  the  work- 
house,  which  besides  affording  a more  wholesome  article,  would  be  attended  with 
a considerable  saving.  The  principal  difficulty  we  feel  is  the  want  of  a good  plan 
for  an  oven ; if  this  could  be  had  (with  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners)  we 
should  commence  the  plan  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

We  have  not  yet  been  able  to  visit  the  most  distant  relief  depots,  our  whole 
time  and  attention  being  required  to  keep  the  workhouse  in  any  state  of  regularity, 
in  consequence  of  the  incompetency  of  the  late  master  ; but  we  intend  to  make 
regular  visits  to  those  districts  when  our  new  master  and  matron  (who  are  to  be 
elected  on  Wednesday  next)  get  into  the  working  system  of  the  establishment. 

We  are  using  our  best  exertions  to  get  in  the  rates  ; the  collectors  are  with  one 
exception  diligently  endeavouring  to  do  their  duty.  When  we  consider  the 
extreme  laxity  which  was  countenanced,  and  in  many  instances  positive  directions 
given  not  to  press  particular  parties,  we  cannot  but  give  them  some  credit  for  their 
present  weekly  collections.  It  is  with  the  greatest  anxiety  we  contemplate  the 
large  sums  we  have  to  pay  weekly  on  account  of  the  out-door  relief ; and  we 
greatly  fear  unless  we  obtain  assistance  as  other  Unions  have,  we  shall  fail  to  carry 
out  the  intentions  of  the  Commissioners.  We  cannot  avoid  stating  our  opinion, 
from  local  knowledge  and  the  best  information,  that  some  of  the  electoral  divisions 
in  this  Union  are  in  a state  of  pauperism. 

We  are  continually  called  on  by  the  creditors  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians 
for  payment  of  their  demands,  amounting  to  upwards  of  8000/.  This  we  are 
totally  unable  to  comply  with,  owing  to  the  increased  expenditure,  nearly  500 
per  cent,  since  our  appointment ; we  are  barely  able  to  meet  our  weekly  engage- 
ments. 

We  have  suffered  considerable  inconvenience  during  the  last  week  in  conse- 
quence of  three  of  our  relieving  officers  being  in  fever,  and  those  in  the  western 
parts  of  the  Union,  where  the  greatest  destitution  prevails.  We  have  not  lost  any 
time  in  sending  out  persons  to  superintend  the  districts  and  the  issue  ol  rations. 

It  has  occurred  to  us  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  appoint  a supernumerary 
relieving  officer,  not  confining  his  duties  to  a particular  district,  and  who  would 
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be  ready  at  all  times  to  proceed  to  any  locality  where  his  services  might  be 
required. 

Last  week  we  directed  the  relieving  officers  to  strike  off  their  books  all  single 
able-bodied  persons  between  the  ages  of  16  and  50  receiving  out-door  relief,  and 
give  them  tickets  for  the  workhouse. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  8,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  propose  to  Mr.  John  Redington, 
a modification  of  the  proposal  to  let  his  house  at  Daugan,  with  16  Irish  acres  of 
land,  in  perpetuity,  at  a rent  of  200L  a-year.  The  Commissioners  are  restricted 
by  law  to  12  statute  acres,  as  the  extent  which  may  be  held  with  the  workhouses 
of  any  Union ; but  they  may  take  an  additional  quantity  of  three  acres,  which 
latter  may  be  used  either  for  general  purposes  or  for  a cemetery,  or  for  hospital- 
ground.  You  will  therefore  have  the  goodness  to  arrange  with  Mr.  John  Reding- 
ton for  so  much  of  the  land  as  you  may  consider  absolutely  necessary,  and  as  with 
the  quantity  around  the  present  workhouse  shall  not  in  the  whole  exceed  12  statute 
acres ; reserving  the  power  of  holding  the  further  quantity  of  three  acres  for  a 
cemetery  in  any  eligible  locality. 

The  Commissioners  fully  approve  of  your  making  arrangements,  as  stated,  for 
issuing  cooked  food,  and  also  for  having  bread  baked  in  the  workhouse,  with  a 
view  to  which  latter  object  they  have  notified  to  their  architect  your  desire  to  be 
provided  with  the  plan  of  an  oven. 

They  consider  it  to  be  of  much  importance  that  you  should  visit  the  out-relief 
stations  as  proposed,  with  a view  to  the  maintenance  of  a due  check  on  the 
relieving  officers ; and  you  are  requested  to  give  your  attention  also  to  the  work 
stations,  and  the  regulations  for  enforcing  the  labour  test,  seeing  that  rations  shall 
be  withheld  from  the  able-bodied  men  who  do  not  work.  YVhen  your  weekly 
expenses  for  these  objects,  (confined  to  travelling  only,)  can  be  averaged,  an 
equivalent  allowance  will  be  sanctioned. 

The  Commissioners  observe  with  satisfaction  the  progress  made  by  the  collectors, 
with  one  exception ; and  when  you  shall  be  constrained  by  want  of  funds,  not- 
withstanding due  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  collectors,  the  Commissioners  will  be 
prepared  to  entertain  your  application  for  a loan.  They  rely,  however,  on  your 
having  all  the  means  placed  at  your  disposal,  strictly  applied  to  enforce  payment 
of  the  rates. 

They  approve  of  your  employing  an  additional  relieving  officer  as  proposed, 

and  trust  that  in  every  case  of  ascertained  inefficiency  or  irregularity,  you  will 
take  steps  for  superseding  the  officer  and  providing  another. 


Major  M‘Kie  to  the  Commissioners: — March  11,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant  I beg  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  Commissioners,  that  with  exception  of  the  electoral  divisions  of  Oughterard, 
Killanin,  Moycullen,  and  county  of  the  town  of  Galway,  I am  of  opinion  the 
provisions  of  the  order  to  Listowel  Union  of  the  7th  instant  may  be  carried  into 
effect  in  this  Union. 

Having  communicated  with  Mr.  Roberts,  Superintendent  of  the  Drainage  of 
Lough  Corrib,  he  informs  me  that,  until  the  purchases  of  the  property  required 
for  the  proposed  works  are  completed,  he  cannot  employ  more  than  60  men.  I 
do  not,  therefore,  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  include  the  electoral  division  of 
Galway  in  the  order. 

As  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  take  Dangan  House  from  the 
1st  proximo,  for  the  reception  of  the  children  at  present  in  the  Union  workhouse, 
they  will  then  be  enabled  to  put  the  workhouse  test  to  a number  of  the  single 
able-bodied  men,  and  those  having  but  two  children,  in  the  divisions  not  included 
in  the  order. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  :-*-March  15,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the 
renewal  of  the  order. 

The  Commissioners  are  not  empowered  to  restrict  the  operation  of  the  order  to 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


147 


any  particular  electoral  divisions,  but  they  rely  on  the  exercise  of  due  discretion  on  Galway  Union 
the  part  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  in  either  withholding  or  affording  out-door  relief  — 
to  the  able-bodied,  according  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  each  case. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  11, 1848. 

We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant.  We  have  communicated 
with  Mr.  J.  Redington  as  to  a modification  of  his  proposal  to  let  the  house  and 
land  at  Dangau  in  perpetuity,  but  we  have  not  yet  heard  from  him  on  the  subject. 

We  are  making  every  exertion  to  establish  in  the  different  districts  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  the  issue  of  cooked  food,  but  have  been  greatly  impeded  this 
week  in  consequence  of  three  of  our  relieving  officers  being  in  fever,  and  being 
obliged  to  call  upon  two  others  to  resign  from  incapacity  and  irregularity  in  their 
accounts.  We  find  it  most  difficult  to  provide  suitable  persons  for  the  performance 
of  this  duty,  and  fear  we  shall  still  have  to  make  further  changes. 

We  have  solicited  the  most  respectable  ratepayers  in  the  different  localities  to 
give  us  immediate  information  as  to  any  abuses,  and  we  have  directed  the  relieving 
officers  to  give  such  persons  every  possible  facility  in  examining  their  books  for 
that  purpose.  'We  are  having  lists  printed  of  the  names  of  the  persons  now  receiv- 
ing out-door  and  in-door  relief,  to  be  posted  in  each  district ; and  those  lists  we 
propose  should  be  renewed  every  fortnight,  so  that  the  ratepayers  may  be  kept 
informed  of  the  changes  that  may  take  place  in  the  lists.  Since  the  commencement 
of  the  out-door  relief  we  have  anxiously  sought  information  as  to  any  abuses  existing 
in  the  administration  of  the  relief,  but  hitherto  we  have  received  little  or  nothing 
tangible,  although  so  obviously  the  interest  of  the  ratepayers  to  afford  it. 

We  propose  on  Monday  visiting  some  of  the  out-relief  stations  to  facilitate  the 
preparations  for  the  issue  of  cooked  food,  and  enforce  the  regulations  with  respect 
to  the  work  of  the  able-bodied.  We  were  prevented  leaving  Galway  early  this 
week,  as  we  intended,  in  consequence  of  the  inconvenience  produced  by  the  resig- 
nation and  illness  of  the  relieving  officers,  and  the  difficulty  we  had  in  replacing 
them. 

We  have  given  a list  of  the  defaulting  immediate  lessors  to  our  solicitor,  Mr. 
Blakeney,  with  directions  to  apply  to  them  for  tlieir  rates,  and  if  not  paid,  to  take 
immediate  proceedings  against  them.  W’e  are  of  opinion  that  some  of  them  must 
be  proceeded  against  in  the  superior  Courts. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  14,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  1 1th  instant ; and  in  reference  thereto  I am  to  state,  that  the  Com- 
missioners trust  that  you  will  eventually  succeed  in  obtaining  the  services  of  duly 
qualified  persons  to  discharge  the  duties  of  relieving  officers  in  the  Galway  Union. 
The  Commissioners  think  that  great  care  should  be  taken  that  the  relieving  officers 
should  not  be  interfered  with  by  rate-payers  who  have  been  selected  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  information  in  the  several  relief  districts,  as  it  is  important  that  the 
relieving  officers  should  be  made  fully  to  understand  and  to  feel  that  they  are 
individually  responsible  for  the  performance  of  their  duties.  Your  occasional 
inspection  of  the  relief  depots,  the  application  of  the  workhouse  test,  and  the  en- 
forcement of  the  labour  test,  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  sufficient  to  expose  and  to  check 
abuses.  At  the  same  time  there  is  no  objection  to  permitting  respectable  rate- 
payers to  examine  the  relief  lists,  if  they  can  be  relied  on  for  giving  useful  informa- 
tion to  check  abuse. 

As  regards  the  immediate  lessors  who  are  defaulters  on  the  payment  of  poor-rate, 
I am  to  request  your  attention  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  22nd  ult.,  and 
to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being  furnished  with  copies  of  the 
lists  of  defaulters. 


Major  McKie  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  16,  1848. 

I attended  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  Wednesday,  15th  instant. 

The  deaths  during  the  week  were  33. 

The  collection  for  the  past  week  amounted  to  139/.  only.  One  collector,  Mr. 
Walsh,  did  not  come  in.  The  collection  made  by  Mr.  Amos  was  but  20/.  for  the 
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Galway  Union,  three  divisions,  viz.,  Oughterard,  Killanin,  and  Moycullen.  I had  before  occasion 
to  notice  the  inefficiency  of  this  officer ; the  neglect  I complained  of  was  not  serving 
immediate  lessors  with  15  days’  notice  when  directed. 

I should  recommend  that  a second  collector  be  appointed  to  these  divisions,  as 
they  are  in  my  opinion  too  extensive  for  one  man,  and  the  Vice-Guardians  appear 
to  doubt  if  it  would  be  advisable  to  dismiss  Mr.  Amos,  when  he  has  a rate  partly 
collected,  although  fully  sensible  of  his  inefficiency. 

The  Vice-Guardians  are  much  pressed  for  payment  of  sums  due,  particularly 
debts  incurred  by  the  former  Board,  and,  in  one  case,  notice  has  been  given  of  an 
intention  to  take  out  legal  proceedings  if  prompt  payment  be  not  made.  There 
remains  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  this  day  314/. 

The  amount  due  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  requiring  early  payment,  is  about 
1300/. ; this  does  not  include  the  salaries  of  officers,  or  debts  incurred  by  the 
former  Board. 

I think  the  time  has  now  arrived  to  solicit  assistance  from  the  British  Associa- 
tion, in  aid  of  the  rates,  and  request  the  Commissioners  will  be  pleased  to  favour 
me  with  their  instructions  on  this  point. 

The  food  hitherto  issued  for  out-door  relief  has  been  wheaten  bread,  on  contract, 
at  the  rate  of  6cl.  per  41b.  loaf;  this  food  is  expensive  and  liable  to  much  abuse. 
I regret  that  the  issue  of  cooked  meal  or  bread  made  of  meal  (rye  and  Indian) 
has  not  yet  been  substituted.  The  cost  of  bread  now  issued  to  the  children, 
which  is  much  liked,  is  3 $(1.  per  lb. ; the  saving  in  each  ton  of  meal  would  be 
8/.  5s.  I pointed  out  the  advantage  of  this  description  of  food  soon  after  my 
arrival  here. 

A second  superintendent  of  labour  has  been  appointed  by  the  Vice-Guardians, 
the  Union  being  too  extensive  for  one  person  to  attend  to,  and  I hope  this  will 
bring  stone-breaking  more  extensively  into  operation.  I have  submitted  to  the 
Vice-Guardians  the  necessity  of  stricter  measures,  and  the  adoption  of  forms  and 
reports  sent  down  by  the  Commissioners,  but  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  their 
decision.  I fear  the  relieving  officers  have  given  relief  to  the  able-bodied  who 
did  not  produce  a ticket  from  the  overseer,  and  have  cautioned  them  on  this  head. 

The  relieving  officers  have  hitherto  given  out  the  bread  instead  of  employin'* 
storekeepers ; this  is  liable  to  great  abuse,  and  I should  be  glad  to  see  storekeepers 
appointed.  Applications  were  received  for  the  office  on  the  8th  instant,  but  the 
appointments  have  not  been  yet  made. 

The  contractors  for  bread  will  not  undertake  to  deliver  it  to  recipients  of  relief 
on  tickets  from  the  relieving  officers. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  21,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  report  of  the  16th  instant, 
in  which  you  express  your  regret  that  the  issue  of  cooked  meal,  or  bread  made  of 
meal  (rye  and  Indian),  has  not  yet  been  substituted  for  the  wheaten  bread,  which 
lias  heretofore  been  used  in  giving  out-door  relief  in  the  Galway  Union. 

The  Vice-Guardians  inform  the  Commissioners  that  they  have  received  tenders 
for  bread  made  of  barley  and  Indian  meal  mixed,  but  that  the  arrangement  cannot 
be  brought  into  operation  until  the  contracts  with  the  bakers  expire  on  the  25th 
of  this  month,  which  fully  explains  why  the  use  of  wheaten  bread  has  not  been 
superseded  heretofore. 

The  Commissioners  are  also  informed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  that  they  will 
select  from  the  candidates  as  many  persons  as  they  may  require  to  act  as  store- 
keepers, when  they  have  ascertained  their  fitness,  and  that  they  have  already 
appointed  six,  who  have  been  acting  for  some  time. 

With  regard  to  the  mortality  in  the  workhouse  the  Commissioners  request 
that  you  will  draw  the  special  attention  of  the  medical  officer  to  the  necessity  of 
adopting,  whatever  precautionary  measures  may  be  in  his  power  to  maintain  the 
inmates  in  the  most  sanitary  condition.  The  Commissioners  apprehend,  however, 
that  the  . cause  of  the  mortality  may  be  attributable  to  the  exhausted  state  of  the 
constitutions  of  the  poor  persons  who  seek  admission  into  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  will  address  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  subject  of  the 
collection  of  the  poor-rate  in  Mr.  Amos’s  district. 

As  regards  the  collection  generally  the  Commissioners  request  that  you  will 
examine  strictly  into  the  course  which  each  of  the  collectors  is  taking ; and  that 
you  will  advise  with  the  Vice- Guardians  as  to  the  adoption  of  such  steps  as  shall 
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appear  necessary  for  enforcing  a prompt  performance  of  the  collectors’  duties  Gil*.?  Union, 
wherever  the  rates  can  be  collected,  by  exercising  the  powers  vested  in  these  — 
officers. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  receiving  information  respecting  the  amount 
due  by  each  immediate  lessor,  and  by  occupiers  rated  on  a valuation  of  10/.  and 
above  in  each  electoral  division  of  the  Union.  The  Vice-Guardians  will  afford 
the  Commissioners  information  with  respect  to  those  immediate  lessors  a«ainst 
whom  their  solicitor  lias  taken  proceedings,  and  the  Commissioners  will  be  <dad 
to  receive  your  report  as  to  the  other  cases. 

The  collectors  may  be  summoned  successively,  and.  if  requisite,  you  can  examine 
them  upon  oath  as  to  any  matters  upon  which  they  may  not  be  able  to  satisfy  you. 

It  should  be  shown  in  every  case  why  the  rate  has  not  been  collected ; and  in  each 
case,  according  to  the  circumstances,  directions  should  be  given  for  proceedings  to 
enforce  immediate  payment  of  the  rate. 

It  will  be  found  useful  it  each  collector  is  required  to  hand  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians  at  each  weekly  meeting  the  names  of  the  10  highest  rate-payers  in  each 
of  their  electoral  divisions  who  have  not  paid  their  rates,  and  the  Vice-Guardians 
null  then  be  enabled  to  give  such  directions  as  may  be  necessary  to  enforce  payment 
in  each  particular  case. 

The  Commissioners  will  make  application  for  an  advance  of  500/.  worth  of 
provisions  to  assist  the  Vice-Guardians  in  providing  out-door  relief  in  the  Galway 
Union  ; but  they  are  desirous  of  receiving  a report  from  you  as  to  the  steps  which 
are  being  taken  to  compel  immediate  payment  of  the  arrears  of  rate  in  the  Union 
before  they  make  application  for  any  further  advance. 

You  will  probably  be  enabled  to  report  on  some  of  the  electoral  divisions  by  the 
end  of  this  week  or  the  beginning  of  the  next. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  that  you  should  visit  the  several  relief  depots 
iu  the  Union,  and  examine  into  the  manner  in  which  the  labour  test  is  applied 
and  relief  afforded,  and  then  you  will  be  the  better  enabled  to  briug  specifically 
under  the  notice  of  the  Vice-Guardians  the  particular  abuse  or  abuses  which  in 
any  case  may  require  to  be  remedied. 

The  Commissioners  will  forward  a copy  of  this  letter  to  the  Vice-Guardians  as 
expressing  their  views  as  to  the  course  which  they  wish  to  be  pursued  with  respect 
to  the  collection  of  the  rate  and  other  matters. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  20,  1S48. 

We  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant, 
and  also  that  of  the  15th  instant. 

We  have  been  enabled  to  improve  our  staff  of  relieving  officers  by  calling  on 
some  to  resign,  which  they  have  done,  and  electing  others ; still  we  are  by  no 
means  satisfied  with  those  at  present  in  office.  It  is  next  to  an  impossibility  to 
procure  persons  properly  qualified  lor  the  situation,  in  a great  measure  owing  to 
the  frightful  destitution  and  sickness  which  prevail  in  the  Union.  From  the 
first  we  gave  strict  directions  that  no  directions  from  any  quarter  should  influence 
them  in  giving  relief  without  first  visiting  the  parties  and  ascertaining  if  they 
were  fit  objects.  We  shall  use  every  exertion  in  working  the  out-door  relief,  both 
as  to  affording  it  to,  and  withholding  it  from,  the  able-bodied  paupers  as  the  case 
may  be.  In  no  part  of  our  duties  do  we  exercise  greater  caution. 

We  have  received  tenders  for  baking  bread  composed  of  barley  and  Indian 
meal  mixed.  It  will  not  be  more  expensive  than  bread  made  from  rye  and  Indian 
meal,  to  which  we  have  an  objection.  This  arrangement  cannot  be  brought  into 
operation  until  the  contracts  with  the  bakers  expire,  which  will  be  on  the  25th 
of  this  month. 

We  have  received  Mr.  Wilkinsons  plan  for  an  oven,  which  we  shall  set  about 
erecting  forthwith.  We  are  satisfied  the  bread  baked  in  the  workhouse  will  be 
of  better  quality  and  cheaper  than  can  be  obtained  outside.  We  regret  it  will  be 
necessary  to  remove  the  mill  which  has  been  at  work,  as  the  position  occupied  by 
it  is  the  place  marked  out  on  the  plan  for  the  situation  of  the  oven ; however,  this 
will  not  be  attended  with  much  trouble  or  expense. 

We  are  anxious  to  get  a French  hand  corn-mill  from  the  Commissariat  de- 
partment; the  two  mills  will  give  much  employment  to  the  paupers,  and  will  be 
a capital  test. 

We  haye  had  numerous  applications  for  the  situations  of  storekeepers,  and  will 
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select  as  many  as  we  may  require  when  we  ascertain  their  fitness  for  the  office : 
it  being  one  of  considerable  trust,  we  are  unwilling  to  make  a hasty  selection. 
We  have  already  appointed  six  who  have  been  acting  for  some  time. 

We  travelled  upwards  of  forty  miles  on  Monday  the  13th  instant,  visiting  the 
depots  in  the  western  districts.  We  are  happy  to  have  to  state  that  many  of  the 
small  farmers  are  tilling  their  ground,  planting  potatoes,  and  preparing  to  sow 
corn,  which  operations  were  so  sadly  neglected  last  spring,  and  hence  in  a great 
degree  the  fearful  destitution  which  has  visited  those  districts  particularly. 

We  regret  to  state  that  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  has  been  reduced 
very  much. 

£ 

On  the  1 5th  instant  the  balance  in  our  favour  was  . . 695 

Amount  of  cheques  drawn  the  same  day  ....  423 

Leaving  a balance  of  ...  272 

And  we  fear  there  is  not  much  hope  that  the  collections  will  materially  improve 
for  some  time. 

We  enclose  a list  of  the  defaulting  immediate  lessors  who  have  been  applied  to 
for  payment  by  our  solicitor,  to  whom  we  have  given  directions  to  take  immediate 
proceedings  if  the  rates  be  not  at  once  paid,  but  we  fear  if  the  small  farmers  were 
proceeded  against  at  present,  it  would  have  the  efiect  of  paralyzing  the  exertions 
very  generally  making  to  get  a crop  into  the  land. 

We  beg  leave  to  enclose  a modified  proposal  from  Mr.  John  Redington  for  the 
land  at  Dangan.  We  consider  the  offer  reasonable,  and  we  have  ascertained  that 
part  of  the  same  land  has  been  let  at  71 • per  acre  without  any  buildings  whatever. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  21,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  rely  upon  your  discretion  in  affording 
out-door  relief  in  the  Union.  The  Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  be  shortly 
enabled  to  report  that  the  daily  distributions  of  rations  is  given  in  cooked  food  in 
all  parts  of  the  Union  where  it  is  practicable.  An  extract  from  a report  on  the 
subject  of  cooked  food  from  Captain  Wynne,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector  of 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  on  the  subject  of  the  use  of  cooked  food  is  enclosed 
herewith  for  your  information. 

An  extract  from  your  report  with  regard  to  the  oven  to  be  erected  at  the 
workhouse  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners’  Architect,  and  the  Com- 
missioners will  make  application  for  two  French  hand-mills  for  the  employment 
of  able-bodied  persons  in  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  perceive  with  satisfaction  your  account  of  the  progress 
which  is  being  made  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land  in  the  western  district  of  the 
Union. 

As  regards  the  collection  of  the  rates,  the  Commissioners  are  anxious  that 
your  continued  attention  should  be  directed  to  this  important  point,  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  collectors  should  be  closely  watched,  and  that  they  should  be 
stimulated  to  a faithful  and  energetic  discharge  of  their  duties,  regarding  alone 
the  ability  of  the  rate-payers  to  pay  their  rates  and  the  wants  of  the  destitute 
poor  of  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  are  informed  by  Major  M‘Kie  that  he  has  more  than  once 
had  occasion  to  notice  the  inefficiency  of  collector  Amos,  and  he  recommends  that 
a second  collector  should  be  appointed  in  Mr.  Amos’s  district. 

The  neglect  of  which  Major  M‘Kie  has  now  to  complain  is,  that  Mr.  Amos 
has  not  served  the  immediate  lessors  in  his  district  with  the  fifteen  days’  notice 
when  directed  to  do  so. 

Major  M'Kie  states  that  you  appear  to  doubt  the  expediency  of  dismissing  Mr. 
Amos,  although  fully  sensible  of  his  inefficiency.  He  states  as  your  reason  for 
this  doubt  that  Mr.  Amos  has  partly  collected  the  rate. 

The  Commissioners  find  that  there  is  about  2500 l.  uncollected  in  Mr.  Amos’s 
district,  and  they  think  that  the  subject  should  be  taken  into  your  immediate 
consideration  with  regard  to  the  expediency  of  at  once  dismissing  Mr.  Amos  and 
appointing  one  or  more  collectors  in  his  room.  He  and  his  sureties  would  still 
remain  liable  for  any  amount  of  the  rates  which  may  ultimately  be  lost  by  his 
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neglect  of  duty  or  default,  and  sufficient  remains  uncollected  to  remunerate  other 
collectors  who  might  be  appointed. 

Air.  Amos’s  dismissal,  moreover,  by  an  order  under  seal,  would  probably  have 
a good  effect  as  an  example  to  the  remaining  collectors. 

The  Commissioners  are  prepared  at  once  to  dismiss  him  upon  the  fact  stated 
by  Major  M'Kie  if  you  should  recommend  that  he  be  removed,  as  it  is  necessarv 
that  the  collectors  and  the  rate-payers  should  see  that  a determination  exists 
to  compel  the  collectors  to  discharge  their  duties  with  zeal,  fidelity,  and  prompti- 
tude. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  see  that  your  solicitor  allows  no  unne- 
cessary delay  to  elapse  in  vigorously  pursuing  to  a successful  issue  the  proceedings 
which  he  has  been  directed  to  institute  for  recovery  of  the  rates. 


Major  M'Kie  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  23,  1848. 

I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Vice-Guardians  on  Wednesday. 
The  clerk  of  the  Union  was  absent,  attending  the  assizes  in  this  town,  and  I have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  number  receiving  out-door  relief.  The  total  number 
in  the  workhouse  was  1167,  of  which  290  were  in  the  hospital.  I am  happy  to 
be  able  to  report  a considerable  decrease  in  the  mortality  during  the  past  week,'  the 
number  of  deaths  being  18. 

The  amount  of  rate  collected  is  only  93/.  Mr.  Martin,  the  collector  of  Galway, 
did  not  bring  in  his  account ; and  on  inquiry  yesterday  evening,  I learnt  he  had 
been  violently  assaulted  and  severely  beaten,  together  with  his  assistant,  in  Quay- 
street,  in  the  town  of  Galway,  on  the  20th  instant,  when  distraining  for  rates. 
Mr.  Martin  states,  a large  mob  assembled  and  joined  in  the  assault.  Information 
was  laid  before  Mr.  Kernan,  resident  magistrate,  who  has  issued  warrants  against 
the  parties. 

The  test  of  labour  lias  not  been  fully  applied  in  all  the  divisions  to  the  able- 
bodied  labourers.  In  Lackagh  and  Athenry  no  overseers  have  been  appointed. 
The  Vice-Guardians  think  the  people  are  so  much  scattered,  that  it  would  incur 
too  much  expense  to  appoint  overseers  for  the  number  of  able-bodied  in  the  two 
divisions  (145).  I have  advised  that  the  workhouse  test  should  be  given  for  these 
districts,  which  will  be  done  as  far  as  practicable. 

I find  also  that  the  relieving  officers  delay  sending  the  lists  of  able-bodied  men 
to  the  overseers  for  some  days  after  they  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians— giving  them,  in  the  meantime,  a week’s  relief  in  bread  : for  instance,  one 
officer  stated  he  had  267  men  on  his  list,  and  on  referring  to  the  return  of  labour 
I found  only  164  for  the  last  week,  the  additional  list  having  been  given  to  the 
overseer  only  on  the  21st  instant.  The  Vice-Guardians  have  again  warned  the 
relieving  officers  not  to  give  relief  to  the  able-bodied  unless  they  produce  an  order 
from  the  overseer. 

Siuce  my  last  report  I have  again  advised  with  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the 
advantage  of  issuing  bread  of  mixed  meal,  and  called  their  attention  to  Captain 
Wynne’s  report ; and  I have  to  report  that  they  have  resolved  to  adopt  the  use  of 
this  bread,  and  have  advertised  on  the  21st  instant  that  they  will  receive  tenders 
on  the  5th  of  April  next,  for  the  supply  of  bread  of  a mixture  of  Indian  meal,  rye 
meal,  and  barley  meal — the  contractor  to  be  required  to  deliver  the  bread  at  the 
different  food  depots  of  the  Unions  free  of  all  expense,  and  to  be  distributed  by 
him  or  bis  clerk  to  the  out-door  paupers,  on  tickets  issued  by  the  relieving  officers. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  25,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  report  of  the  23rd  instant, 
relating  to  the  Galway  Union,  and  they  regret  to  observe  the  small  amount  of  rate 
collected  during  the  last  week,  and  the  opposition  offered  to  one  of  the  collectors. 
They  trust  that  you  will  direct  your  continued  attention  to  the  collection  of  the  rates 
in  the  Union,  and  they  have  to  observe,  that  in  another  Union  where  much  oppo- 
sition existed  to  the  collectors,  very  beneficial  effects  resulted  from  the  Inspector 
having  accompanied  the  collector  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

As  regards  the  labour  test,  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  whenever  out- 
door relief  is  given  to  the  able-bodied,  arrangements  should  be  made  for  enforcing 
the  performance  of  the  amount  of  work  required  by  the  Commissioners’  order,  ana 
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they  are  desirous  that  you  should  without  delay  visit  the  districts  referred  to  in 
your  report,  and  assist  and  advise  the  Vice- Guardians  in  making  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  the  strict  application  of  the  test.  The  Commissioners  rely  upon 
the  success  of  your  endeavours  in  this  respect:  at  the  same  time  they  fully  approve 
of  the  intention  of  the  Vice- Guardians  to  apply  the  workhouse  test  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  means  at  their  disposal. 

The  Commissioners  consider  it  of  great  importance  that  you  should  visit  the 
several  relief  depots  regularly,  in  order  to  satisfy  yourself  that  the  labour  test  is  in 
full  and  effective  operation,  and  to  remedy  any  defects  which  may  be  found  to  exist. 
It  may  be  so  arranged  that  every  depot  may  be  visited  and  thoroughly  examined, 
at  least  once  in  each  week,  either  by  yourself  or  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  so 
that  a continual  check  may  be  kept  upon  the  local  officers,  and  abuses  be  at  once 
corrected  or  defects  he  at  once  remedied.  The  Commissioners  will  forward  a 
copy  of  this  communication  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  as  expressing  their  views  on  the 
subject. 

The  delay  on  the  part  of  the  relieving  officers  in  sending  to  the  overseers  the 
lists  of  persons  to  be  relieved  is  extremely  reprehensible,  and  means  should  be 
forthwith  adopted  to  remedy  this  defect,  and  also  to  ensure  the  daily  distribution 
of  food.  The  Commissioners  object  to  the  issue  of  weekly  allowances  of  food  to 
the  families  of  able-bodied  persons,  and  they  wish  your  particular  attention  to  be 
directed  to  this  point. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  glad  to  receive  a report  from  you  on  the  several 
matters  above  referred  to  as  soon  as  you  have  succeeded,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Vice-Guardians,  in  making  satisfactory  arrangements  in  each  respect.  The  Com- 
missioners desire  me  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  they  are  fully  aware  that  there 
must  necessarily  be  many  matters  requiring  much  arrangement  and  attention  in 
organizing  an  extended  system  of  out-door  relief,  and  it  is  to  the  remedy  of  the 
defects  that  present  themselves  that  they  wish  your  endeavours  to  be  directed. 

The  Commissioners  have  read  your  observations  with  regard  to  the  use  of  a 
mixed  meal  bread  in  giving  out-door  relief  with  satisfaction.  They  were  apprised 
of  the  intentions  of  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  subject  in  their  last  report. 


List  of  Immediate  Lessors  to  whom  professional  applications  have  been  made 
for  payment  of  Poor-rates  by  Messrs.  Blakeney,  on  14th  March,  1848. 


Michael  Glynn 

£. 

55 

3 

d. 

6 

John  O’Hara 

19 

10 

9 

Lord  Dunsandle  . 

31 

0 

3 

Robert  Whaley 

16 

16 

9 

John  Stephens 

20 

1 

6 

Andrew  Monks 

13 

1 

6 

Peter  Martyn 

16 

11 

9 

Peter  Corny  n 

17 

14 

0 

James  Kilkelly 

12 

12 

0 

George  E.  Bourke 

10 

7 

9 

Christopher  St.  George 

128 

7 

8 

Martin  Morris 

15 

1 

0 

P.  O’Flaharty 

11 

9 

4 

Pat.  Blake  . 

36 

1 

11 

Thomas  H.  O’Flaherty 

17 

3 

3 

Martin  O’Malley  . 

16 

7 

10 

Arthur  Bell  Martin 

255 

17 

6 

Colonel  Rochford  . 

48 

16 

4 

John  Butler . 

27 

0 

0 

Mark  Lynch 

9 

4 

2 

Mrs.  John  Nolan  . 

18 

2 

1 

Rev.  John  O’Rorke 

7 

18 

11 

Joseph  French 

15 

16 

3 

Francis  Blake 

14 

13 

4 

John  French  . 

20 

5 

0 

Lord  Oranmore 

25 

4 

6 

Representatives  of  Pat.  Kirwan 

45 

9 

3 

Captain  Browne  . 

8 

4 

3 

Thomas  Kelly 

£. 

12 

s. 

16 

d. 
3 h 

William  Kelly  . 

19 

10 

0 

James  French  . . 

14 

9 

6 

Lord  Clanmorris  . 

16 

9 

8 

Valentine  O’Connor  Blake 

13 

5 

8 

Walter  Wm.  Lynch 

34 

7 

0 

James  S.  Lambert 

16 

6 

6 

Walter  Lambert  . 

52 

10 

1 

Randall  Athy 

50 

9 

1 

Richard  D’Arcy  . 

31 

14 

1£ 

Walter  Blake 

6 

14 

9 

James  Butler 

8 

6 

11 

James  Cuffee 

17 

4 

10 

Rev.  Daniel  Foley 

10 

17 

6 

Henry  Townsend  . 

13 

0 

0 

Henry  Shaw  Jones 

25 

13 

3 

Richard  Stoner 

17 

14 

9 

Rev.  Robert  H.  Maunsell 

29 

18 

6 

Pat.  L.  M‘Donogh 

10 

14 

6 

Richard  Molloy  . 

7 

7 

6 

Austin  Semple 

11 

2 

0 

Rev.  Peter  Daly  . 

10 

8 

6 

Barbara  O'Flaherty 

5 

10 

9 

Board  of  Erasmus  Smith 

6 

7 

6 

John  J.  Gunning  . 

90 

18 

6 

£ 

1468 

0 

~0h 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — March  24,  184S.  Galway  Union. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  the  list  of  immediate  lessors  in 
the  Galway  Union  referred  to  in  your  report  of  the  20th  instant,  to  whom  appli- 
cation has  been  made  by  your  solicitors  for  payment  of  the  rates  due  by  such 
immediate  lessors  respectively.  The  list  does  not  however  show  the  particular 
course  which  it  is  proposed  to  pursue  in  each  case  to  enforce  payment  of  the 
rates. 

The  Commissioners  enclose  a copy  of  the  list  herewith,  as  the  information  con- 
tained therein  will  probably  be  required  by  Major  M'Kie,  Temporary  Poor  Law 
Inspector,  in  the  investigation  which  he  is  about  to  make  into  the  accounts  of  the 
collectors  of  poor-rate. 

The  Commissioners  observe  that  the  total  amount  of  rate  included  in  the  list  is 
only  1468/.  O.s.  0 hd.,  and  they  conclude  that  this  does  not  comprise  the  whole  of 
the  rate  due  by  immediate  lessors  in  the  Union. 

I am  directed  to  draw  your  attention  to  this  point,  as  it  is  necessary  in  every 
case  in  which  the  rate  has  not  been  paid  on  demand  by  immediate  lessors,  that  one 
of  the  three  courses  by  legal  proceedings  to  obtain  payment  should  he  at  once 
commenced,  the  proceedings  being  open  to  more  delays  of  form  than  in  the  case 
of  rate  due  by  occupiers. 

In  any  cases  in  which  you  may  determine  to  apply  for  the  Commissioners’  con- 
sent under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Amendment  Act  to  take 
proceedings  against  immediate  lessors  in  the  superior  Courts  of  Record  in  Dublin, 
the  requisite  particulars  in  accordance  with  the  Commissioners’  circular  of  the 
14th  January  should  be  transmitted  to  the  Commissioners  with  your  application 
without  delay , in  order  that  the  necessary  consent  may  be  given,  and  proceedings 
commenced,  so  that  the  writs  may  be  returnable  on  the  15th  April  next.  If  that 
period  should  by  any  mischance  be  permitted  to  elapse,  great  inconvenience  will 
arise  in  the  delay  which  will  take  place  before  the  commencement  of  the  follow- 
ing Term. 

The  same  kind  of  necessity  for  despatch  exists  in  cases  where  civil  bill  processes 
before  the  quarter  sessions  are  resorted  to. 

Vigorous  proceedings  should  also  be  pressed  to  obtain  payment  of  the  rates  due 
by  occupiers  ; the  ability  of  parties  to  pay,  and  the  necessities  of  the  poor  of  the 
Union,  whom  want  of  employment  and  other  causes  of  destitution  may  throw 
upon  the  poor-rates  for  relief,  being  the  only  points  of  consideration  which  can 
legitimately  influence  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  the  Guardians  of  a Union. 

The  Commissioners  take  this  opportunity  of  drawing  your  attention  to  the 
necessity  for  making  preparations  for  striking  a new  rate  in  the  Union  immedi- 
ately after  the  15th  April,  when  the  law  proceedings  for  recovery  of  the  outstand- 
ing portions  of  the  existing  rate  may  be  expected  to  enforce  payment  in  the 
majority  of  cases. 

If  in  the  rate  of  November,  1847,  provision  was  not  made  for  repayment  of  the 
advances  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  it  will  be  now  necessary  to  make  such 
provision  in  addition  to  the  current  Union  expenditure ; but  if  in  any  case  the 
amount  necessary  for  both  purposes  shall  exceed  3s.  in  the  pound,  this  amount  of 
rate  only  is  to  be  levied  in  any  such  division. 


The  Commissioners  to  Major  M‘Kie  : — March  25,  1848. 

Major  M'Kie  is  requested  to  report  his  opinion  as  to  the  time  for  which  a 
renewal  of  the  order  for  out-door  relief  will  be  necessary. 


Major  M’Kie  to  the  Commissioners,  in  reply  -.—March  27,  1848. 

I think  it  will  be  necessary  to  renew  the  order  to  the  1st  of  May.  I 
have  advised  with  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  it  is  intended,  so  soon  as  the  house  at 
Daugan  is  available,  to  give  the  workhouse  test  to  the  able-bodied  males  in  the 
eastern  districts. 


X 
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The  Commissioners  to  Major  M'Kie: — March  29.  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  inform  you  that  they  have  given 
directions  for  the  renewal  of  the  order  for  the  period  recommended. 


Major  M'Kie  to  the  Commissioners: — March  28,  1848. 

On  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  I summoned  the  collectors  to 
attend  in  succession,  that  I might  inquire  into  the  course  they  were  taking  for 
the  collection  of  the  rates,  naming  the  25th  and  27th  instant  for  their  attendance, 
and  sending  blank  forms  to  be  filled  in  with  the  names  of  immediate  lessors  and 
occupiers  rated  at  a valuation  of  10?.  and  above. 

I regret  to  report  that  these  officers  have  failed  to  attend  to  these  instructions, 
and  that  I am  consequently  unable  to  forward  the  returns  as  early  as  directed, 
while  I have  to  regret  that  I have  been  unnecessarily  prevented  from  attending  to 
other  duties  by  their  neglect. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  '.-—March  29,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  unless  you  shall  have  received  some  satisfactory  expla- 
nation of  the  neglect  of  the  collectors  to  obey  your  directions,  it  appears  to  the 
Commissioners  to  be  expedient  that  you  should  take  steps  to  have  them  punished 
summarily,  under  the  100th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act. 


The  Commissioners  to  Major  M'Kie: — March  30,  1818. 

With  reference  to  the  letter  recently  addressed  to  you  on  the  subject  of 
the  collection  of  the  poor-rates  in  the  Galway  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  draw  your  attention  to  the  circumstance  that  Mr.  Martin,  collector 
for  the  Galway  division,  collected  in  the  week  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  on  the  22nd  instant,  only  40?.,  leaving  3476?.  uncollected. 

The  Commissioners  cannot  consider  that  the  same  causes  exist  in  the  Galway 
electoral  division  as  have  been  alleged  to  exist  in  other  divisions  of  the  Union  for 
the  non-collection  of  the  rates,  and  they  are  anxious  that  you  should  use  your  best 
endeavours  to  have  the  rate  collected  in  this  division  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
In  another  Union  in  which  opposition  to  the  collection  was  alleged  to  exist,  the 
Inspector  having  accompanied  the  collector,  the  rates  were  at  once  paid. 


Major  M'Kie  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  31,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  returns  of  rates  due  by  immediate  lessors 
and  occupiers  rated  at  a valuation  of  10?.  and  above,  in  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Clare,  Galway,  Annaghdown,  Lackagh,  and  Athenry. 

The  cause  of  non-collection  is  stated  in  each  case ; some  of  the  road  contractors 
and  others  have  promised  to  pay  after  the  assizes,  but  there  are  many  who  will  not 
pay  until  compelled,  and  the  collector  asserts  that  the  presence  of  the  military  is 
absolutely  necessary. 

The  resident  magistrates  have  been  prevented  from  attending  with  the  military 
in  consequence  of  the  assizes ; but  as  they  have  now  terminated,  I hope  no  further 
delay  with  take  place. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  1,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  return  herewith  the  lists  of  default- 
ing rate-payers  enclosed  with  your  report  of  the  31st  ultimo,  and  I am  to  request 
that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  obtain  and  forward  to  the  Commissioners  the 
information  required  by  the  headings  of  the  additional  columns  appended  to  the 
lists  oi  immediate  lessors  from  whom  rate  is  due. 

In  any  case  in  which  it  is  proposed  that  proceedings  in  the  superior  Courts  of 
Record  should  be  taken  against  immediate  lessors,  the  Vice-Guardians  should 
forthwith  apply  for  the  Commissioners’  consent  to  proceed,  and  in  order  that  the 
lists  may  be  returnable  on  the  15th  instant,  no  delay  on  the  part  of  the  solicitor 
should  take  place. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Major  M‘Kie  : — April  1,  1848. 

1 Twf  V the  Co™“>srionerS  to  forward  to  you ’herewith  a commu- 
mcatlon  which  they  have  received  from  the  Under  Secretary’s  office  relating  lo 
your  report  with  reference  to  the  eviction  of  tenantry  on  the.  estate  of  Mr.  Christo- 
pher St.  George,  in  the  Galway  Union ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a report  on  such  of  the  statements  of 
IUr-  &t-  George  as  may  appear  to  call  for  remark. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Christopher  St.  George  to  Mr.  Redington  : — March  28,  1848. 
tr  p J BEG  t0  0^erye,  in  relation  to  vour  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  that  I am  of  opinion  that 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  should  have  communicated  with  me  at  the  time,  February  3rd 
of  sending  the  Inspector, . Major  M‘kie,  to  investigate  into  the  statement  of  the  « Galway 
Mercury  of  January  29th.  The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  should  have  acted  impartially5; 
and  they  would  have  more  amply  vindicated  the  interests  they  are  concerned  for,  by  affording 
aiwopportumty  to  the  accused,  as  well  as  accusers,  to  be  present  at  the  inquiry  at  Costello 

lnlo7.lhnVn  tU0"ghl  a u°St  uohecoming  manner,  to  be  lavish  of  tile  character  of  an 

lndtudual  fully  as  respectable  as  themselves,  by  inserting,  without  one  precaution,  statements 
unsupported  for  the  most  part  by  facts.  1 ’ 

Because  I have  not  entered  into  a newspaper  squabble,  the  allegations  of  certain  journalists 
are  supposed  to  be  true.  I led  London  on  the  8th  instant  for  Ireland  to  attend  the  County 
Oalway  Asst’es,  and  to  further  some  matters  of  great  private  interest.  On  my  arrival  in 
Dublin  I heard  of  the  extreme  illness  of  a near  relative;  I a few  days  subsequently  was 
informed  of  her  death  m Rome  ; and  but  for  such  bad  titling.,  1 would  in  my  nlacb  in  Pariia- 
pwLthrophtsPr°ted  My  f°“  asPersim  thal  could  he  oast  on  my  character  by  pretended  Irish 

I shall  now,  for  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  information,  proceed  to  narrate  to  him 
alt  1 myself  know  or  con  ascertain  relating  to  the  matters  he  lias  inquired  of.  I have  to  thank 
his  Excellency  for  the  courtesy  he  has  evinced  towards  me  on  this  occasion,  which  exhibits  a 
glarmg  contrast  with  the  conduct  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  of  Ireland. 

Mesdames  Jane  O’Flaherty  and  E.  O'Shaughnessy,  in  the  year  1836,  obtained  from  my 
father,  the  late  Arthur  F.  St.  George,  a lease  of  the  disirict  of  Letterman  Garomba,  and  other 
denomination  of  land  thereto  appertaining,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  837/.  5s.  4 d.,  and  20/.  duty 
turf.  On  the  1st  of  May  1847,  there  being  unpaid  to  me  by  the  aforesaid  person  1255/.  18j., 

1 was  obliged  to  bring  m Faster  Term,  1847,  against  the  premises  ejectments  for  non-pavment 
of  this  lo  me  very  considerable  sum  of  money.  Every  person  living  on  or  at  all  interested  in 
those  lands  was  served  with  copies  of  ejectments.  At  least  GOO  householders  were  served  on 
the  loth,  1/th,  ISth,  19th  of  last  May;  and  in  Trinity  Term  following  I obtained  judgment 
m ejectment,  and  thereby  was  concluded  the  entire  interest  of  Mesdames  O’Flahertv  and 
O’Shaughuessy,  and  the  several  tenants  to  the  full  extent,  that  until  the  sum  of  1255/'  ISj-., 
and  all  accruing  rent  and  costs  of  ejectments,  was  paid,  the  lessees  or  their  tenants  were  not 
^*led  lo  reside  on,  or  in  any  degree  to  enjoy  the  possession  of,  the  premises.  Beside  the  sum 
of  1255/.  18s.,  and  65/.  costs  at  law,  and  30/.  duty  turf  owed  me,  I was  obliged  to  pay  Mrs. 
O’Flaherty  150/.  in  order  to  obtain  possession  of  my  property. 

The  aggregate  quantity  ot  money  owed  to  me  and  expended  for  the  recovery  of  my  estate 
was  1500/.  18s.  J J 

On  tile  15th  of  last  August  I proceeded  to  Letterman  and  Garounna.  I inquired  into  die 
circumstances  of  the  tenantry ; I found  their  condition  indeed  bad,  arising  from  the  neglect  of 
the  Mesdames  O Flaherty  and  O Shauglmessy.  I discovered  in  those  districts  persons 
residing,  who,  the  outcasts  of  all  other  estates,  had  come  from  all  parts  of  Ireland,  chiefly 
pending  the  litigation  between  me  and  the  Mesdames  O’Flahertv  and  O’Shaughnessy.  I was 
informed  by  the  more  respectable  portion  of  the  tenantry  and 'by  their  priest,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Horan,  that  nothing  could  exceed  the  depredations  of  the  persons  termed  “ squatters.”  A 
flock  of  upwards  of  800  sheep  existed  amongst  the  tenants  ; not  one  now  remains  ; many  cows 
have  been  killed  and  carried  off.  I informed  the  tenantry  that  1500/.  18s.  was  due  to  me  off 
lands  of  Letterman.  I investigated  their  accounts,  and  found  they  owed  Mesdames 
O Ilaherty  and  O’Shaughnessy  as  much  more  as  was  due  to  me.  I inquired  of  them  how 
they  were  disposed  to  act  towards  me.  I stated  to  them  I had  the  full  ability  of  dispossessing 
them  all.  They  entreated  me  not  to  do  so.  1 considered  their  sad  condition;  and  at  length 
informed  them  that  if  I was  paid  400/.  within  three  months  I would  remit  1100/.  The  tenants 
and  the  priest  considered  my  offer  most  liberal.  The  tenants  informed  me  they  would  pay  me 
400/.,  provided  I got  rid  of  the  “squatters”  and  of  all  bad  characters.  I engaged  to  them  to 
do  so.  I have  here  to  say,  I have  not  as  yet  received  400/.  as  promised  me.  On  the  30th  of 
September  last,  and  for  two  or  three  days  subsequently,  the  deputy  sheriff  County  Galway  was 
occupied  in  executing  the  habere  had  against  the  lands  of  Letterman,  &c.  I accompanied  the 
sheriff  on  the  30th,  when  possession  was  taken  from  some  persons,  who  were  permitted  to 
leturn  to  their  dwellings  in  character  of  caretakers.  I explained  to  several  persons  who  were 
pointed  out  to  me  as  very  objectionable  persons  that  I could  not  allow  them  to  remain  on  my 
property.  I gave  them  money  to  enable  them  to  remove  elsewhere.  Since  the  30th  September 
the  power  ot  the  habere  has  been  occasionally  put  in  force.  The  badness  of  the  district 
required  the  deputy  sheriff  not  alone  himself  to  act,  but  to  grant  specialties  to  carry  out  the 
intention  of  the  law. 

X 2 
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Galway  Union.  Several  persons  have  been  dispossessed ; but  I am  informed  no  act  of  inhumanity  has  been 

perpetrated  in  the  removal,  unless  in  the  most  urgent  cases.  The  ability  which  I possessed, 

and  still  possess,  to  keep  on  my  property  such  persons  as  I may  deem  fit  shall  remain,  has 
not  been  acted  upon. 

I shall  now  apply  myself  to  the  report  of  Major  M'Kie,  and  send  certain  affidavits  to  show 
that  no  person  was  illegally  dealt  with,  and  that  no  act  of  cruelty  has  been  perpetrated. 

I have  great  confidence  in  the  prudence  of  my  manager,  Mr.  John  Lennan,  of  Letterman 
House,  and  I am  certain  he  can  qualify  fully  any  act  of  his.  I have  looked  through  the  book 
kept  as  to  service  of  ejectments  on  the  lands  of  Letterman,  and  I fiud  the  statements — 

Thomas  M'Donough,  doctor,  served  personally  on  the  18th  May,  1847. 

Jane  Connor. 

The  district  called  Garvinha  comprises  many  denominations  of  land.  If  I was  aware  of  the 
exact  part  Michael  M‘Donough  claims  to  be  of,  I could  inform  you  whether  or  not  he.  was 
served  with  a copy  of  ejectments.  This  matters  not,  for  judgment  had  on  the  ejectment  con- 
cluded the  entire  interest  of  all  parties. 

I am  quite  averse  to  acts  of  cruelty.  I regret  the  stale  my  property  is  in  in  Connemara  ; 
such  is  ascribable  to  the  sad  middlemen  system  in  Connemara.  I have  got  rid  of  this  class  of 
tenants,  as  in  one  instance.  Connemara  is  an  extraordinary  country,  and  requires  more  than 
private  enterprise  to  uphold  its  inhabitants,  and  regenerate  its  circumstances.  1 have  borrowed 
6000Z.  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act,  and  have  appropriated  1500Z.  to  Letterman,  and 
1000/.  to  the  other  parts  of  Connemara.  I have  not  received  any  rents,  and  have  paid  an 
immense  poor-rate — oppression  when  a proprietor  cannot  realize  anything  from  his  property. 
Elsewhere — in  Queen's  County,  and  other  parts  of  County  Galway — my  property  is  in  a fairly 
wholesome  condition.  I pay  weekly  from  50/.  to  60/.  in  different  parts  for  the  employment  of 
my  tenants.  I feel  indignant  at  being  called  a bad  landlord.  I scoru  any  charge  of  derelic- 
tion as  to  the  duties  of  my  position  in  society. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  M'Kenna: — April  1,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  transmitting  a copy  of  a communication  from  Mr. 
Christopher  St.  George,  with  respect  to  the  report  of  Major  M'Kie,  Temporary 
Poor  Law  Inspector,  relative  to  the  eviction  of  tenantry  on  Mr.  St.  George’s 
estate  in  the  Galway  Union  ; and  I am  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  Lord  Lieutenant,  that  the  Commissioners  will  again  communicate  with 
Major  M'Kie  on  the  subject  of  the  evidence  in  the  case. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  right,  however,  in  justice  to  Major  M'Kie,  to 
transmit,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  a copy  of  a 
communication  received  from  him,  dated  the  18th  ultimo. 

This  communication  is  as  follows,  namely, — “ I saw  Mr.  St.  George  in  Galway 
“ at  the  time  the  notes  of  evidence  were  being  copied  by  the  clerk.  Mr.  St.  George 
“ had  come  in  to  make  application  to  the  Guardians  for  a revision  of  the  valuation 
“ of  his  property.  I took  the  opportunity  to  speak  to  Mr.  St.  George  on  the 
“ subject  of  the  evidence  taken  at  Derricaine  Lodge,  and  offered  him  the  perusal 
“ of  it. 

“ Mr.  St.  George  not  only  read  the  evidence,  hut  left  a person  to  copy  it  (I 
“ believe  his  steward)  : he  had  two  persons  with  him.  Mr.  St.  George  led  me  to 
“ understand  that  any  defence  he  had  to  make  would  be  made  in  another  place 
“ ( i . e.,  the  House  of  Commons).” 


Major  M'Kie  to  the  Commissioners  April  4,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  1st  inst., 
forwarding  me  a letter  addressed  by  Christopher  St.  George,  Esq.,  to  T.  N. 
Redington,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  relative  to  the  ejectments  on  his  estate,  and  referring  to 
my  report  of  the  19th  of  February  last,  on  which  I have  to  offer  the  following 
remarks : — 

At  the  time  I proceeded  to  Costello  Bay  to  hold  the  inquiry  directed  in  your 
letter  of  the  3rd  of  February,  I understood  that  Mr.  St.  George  was  in  England; 
before,  however,  I had  written  my  report  of  the  evidence  above  alluded  to,  viz.,  on 
the  16th  of  February,  the  notes  of  evidence  taken  at  Costello  Bay  were  shown  to 
Mr.  St.  George,  and  every  explanation  afforded  him  that  it  was  in  my  power  to 
give,  and  Mr.  St.  George  left  a person  to  take  a copy,  which  he  did. 

Mr.  St.  George  called  on  me  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  informed  me  that  he  had 
ample  proof  of  the  two  witnesses  having  committed  perjury.  I remarked  that  I 
had  given  him  full  opportunity  to  put  in  any  contradictions ; and  that  had  he 
expressed  a wish  to  that  effect,  I should  have  delayed  my  report  to  enable  him  to 
do  so.  I was,  indeed,  most  anxious  that  statements  from  both  Mr.  Blake  and 
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Mr.  St.  George  should  have  gone  up  with  my  report ; and  I delayed  sending  it  to  Galw.v  Union, 
give  time  to  Mr.  Blake,  who  had  stated  that  he  would  send  me  an  affidavit.  — . 

Mr.  St.  George  did  not,  I confess,  lead  me  to  expect  anything  from  him,  as  he 
slated  in  the  Union  Board-room  on  the  16th  February  that  "he  should  reply  iu 
another  place,  by  which  I understood  him  to  mean  the  House  of  Commons;  and 
that  he  would  not  enter  into  explanation  elsewhere. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  13,  1S48. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  4th  instant,  relating  to  the  eviction  of  tenantry  on  the  estate  of  Mr. 
St.  George  in  the  Galway  Union,  and  I am  to  forward  herewith  for  your  informa- 
tion a copy  of  a letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  addressed  to  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  on  the  subject. 


Better  above  referred  to. 

The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington: — April  11,  184S. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a copy  of 
a letter  dated  the  4th  instant,  which  they  have  received  from  their  Inspector, 
Major  M‘Kie,  in  reference  to  the  letter  addressed  to  you  by  Mr.  St.  George  on 
the  28th  ultimo,  in  reference  to  the  eviction  of  tenantry  on  his  estate  in  the  Gahvay 
Union. 

The  Commissioners  sincerely  regret  that  any  injustice  should  have  been  done  to 
Mr.  St.  George  through  inadvertency  on  their  part.  At  the  same  time  they  feel 
hound  to  state  that  the  complaints  of  Mr.  St.  George  against  the  Commissioners 
appear  to  the  Commissioners  to  he  founded  on  a misapprehension  of  the  course 
usually  pursued  in  similar  cases. 

It  is  by  no  means  the  general  practice  of  the  Commissioners,  when  they  give 
instructions  for  an  inquiry  into  disputed  facts,  to  write  from  their  office  in  Dublin, 
to  give  notice  to  all  the  parties  whose  character  may  be  involved  in  that  inquiry. 
It  is  their  custom  to  give  instructions  in  each  case  to  one  of  their  Inspectors,  iu 
the  lull  confidence  that  he  will  not  make  his  report  on  the  subject  until  he  has 
given  an  opportunity  to  all  parties  concerned  to  offer  explanations  or  to  tender 
evidence. 

This  confidence  in  the  instance  under  consideration  appears  to  have  been  uot 
misplaced.  It  is  distinctly  stated  by  Major  M'Kie  that,  before  he  made  liis  report, 
lie  showed  the  depositions  to  Mr.  St.  George ; and  as  Mr.  St.  George  had  the 
opportunity  of  tendering  either  his  own  evidence,  or  the  evidence  of  his  stewards, 
the  Commissioners  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  ground  for  the  charge  of  want  of 
impartiality  towards  him. 

The  Commissioners  have  to  add  that  they  will  readily  give  due  publicity  to  Mr. 
St.  George’s  letter ; at  the  same  time  they  cannot  forbear-  from  expressing  their 
surprise  that  it  contains  no  allusion  to  the  very  material  fact  that  Mr.  St.  George 
had  been  permitted  by  Major  M‘Kie  to  read  the  depositions  in  manuscript  three 
days  before  the  day  of  the  date  of  Major  M'Kie’s  report. 


Major  M‘Kie  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  2,1848. 

In  reply  to  a letter  of  the  30th  ult.,  I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  Fifth  Series,  page 
information  of  the  Commissioners,  in  further  explanation  of  my  report  of  the 
19th  February  last,  that  the  persons  whose  houses  were  thrown  down  at  Tuliy 
were  the  tenants  of  Mr.  Patrick  Blake,  of  Gortnamoua : he  is  the  landlord,  as 
stated  by  the  witness  John  Costello.  Mr.  James  Blake  is  the  uncle  of  Mr. 

Patrick  Blake,  and  his  agent.  As  far  as  I have  been  able  to  understand,  they 
were  all  tenants  of  Mr.  Patrick  Blake,  of  Gortnamona.  Mr.  James  Blake  holds 
a farm  there  at  Inver,  and  it  is  possible  some  of  the  persons  may  have  been  his 
tenants ; but  my  impression  is,  that  they  held  the  land  from  him  as  agent  to  his 
nephew,  Mr.  Patrick  Blake.  In  either  case  there  have  been  no  ejectments  served 
at  Tuliy. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  10,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  on  the  receipt  of  your  report  a copy  was  forwarded  for 
the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
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Dingle  Union. 


DINGLE  UNION. 

Sir  Thomas  Ross  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  25,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  as  also  the  accompanying 
resolution,  1 beg  to  acquaint  you  that,  having  previously  to  the  meeting  on  the 
15th  requested  of  Captain  Hotham  to  press  the  consideration  of  the  subject  upon 
the  Board,  and  it  appearing  that,  notwithstanding  the  division  which  took  place 
(there  being  12  to  12),  they  consented  to  reconsider  the  whole  case  at  their  next 
ordinary  meeting,  and  which,  in  accordance  with  their  resolution,  I attended. 
Having  afforded  such  information  and  explanation  as  was  deemed  necessary,  the 
Board,  after  some  discussion,  unanimously  resolved  to  place  the  sum  of  300/.  at 
my  disposal,  being  the  amount  I considered  necessary  for  fitting  up  two  temporary 
workhouses  in  Dingle,  supposed  to  be  capable  of  receiving  about  400  paupers. 

As  I cannot  calculate  upon  assistance  or  co-operation  from  the  Committee  of 
Guardians,  I apprehend  that  the  responsibility  of  directing  and  superintending  the 
necessary  alterations  and  repairs  will  devolve  upon  myself.  I shall,  therefore,  feel 
obliged  by  the  intended  visit  of  Mr.  Wilkinson  being  hastened,  in  order  that  I 
may  have  the  benefit  of  his  suggestions  and  advice. 

My  absence  from  Dingle  from  Monday  to  Thursday  night  has  necessarily 
delayed  the  revision  of  the  relief  lists.  I resumed  it,  however,  on  Thursday  at 
Inniscaul,  where  the  Guardians  and  ratepayers  of  the  district  met  me  by  appoint- 
ment. That  part  of  my  duty  once  completed,  I should  have  more  time  to  hurry 
on  the  fitting  up  the  temporary  workhouses,  and  correct  the  abuses  at  the  schools, 
which  appear  to  require  it  as  much  as  any  other  matter  connected  with  the 
administration  of  relief  in  this  most  unfortunate  district,  there  being  hundreds  of 
children  receiving  rations  whose  parents  are  in  comparatively  comfortable  circum- 
stances, to  the  exclusion  of  the  children  of  paupers,  who  are  supported  by  the 
funds  provided  by  the  rates. 

With  reference  to  your  circular  of  the  19th  instant,  I beg  respectfully  to  state 
that,  although  I am  well  aware  of  the  advantages  of  cooked  as  compared  with 
uncooked  food,  yet  considering  that  I am  now  about  to  enter  upon  the  arduous 
task  of  organizing  a Union,  without  being  in  a position  to  call  to  my  assistance 
even  the  advice  of  one  efficient  person  ; and  bearing  in  mind  that  in  the  rural 
districts  there  is  almost  a total  absence  of  gentlemen,  or  others  who  would  be 
willing  to  co-operate  with  me,  I trust  you  will  be  pleased  to  allow  me  to  postpone 
the  carrying  out  that  principle,  however  desirable,  for  six  or  eight  weeks,  when  I 
hope  the  pressure  of  my  duties  will  have  been  so  lessened  as  to  enable  me  to 
undertake  it  with  more  prospects  of  success  than  if  I commenced  now,  without 
machinery  and  without  funds.  In  the  mean  time  I am  doing  the  next  best  thing, 
namely,  purging  the  lists,  and  removing  every  person  who  is  not  by  law  entitled 
to  relief.  I believe  I have  already  struck  off  1500  persons. 

Saturday  morning. 

I have  just  received  a communication  from  Captain  Hotham,  informing  me  that 
the  order  for  dividing  the  Union  immediately  had  arrived,  and  of  some  of  the 
arrangements  consequent  upon  it.  They  are  all  embarrassing  enough  in  our  pre- 
sent unprepared  state,  without  a workhouse — without  officers — without  money — 
without  Relief  Committees— without  soup-kitchens ; but  that  which  I fear  will 
prove  the  most  embarrassing  of  all  is,  to  the  order  to  the  Visiting  Committee  of 
Tralee  workhouse  “ to  give  every  encouragement  to  the  paupers  to  quit  it,”  and 
this  after  the  able-bodied  shall  have  been  turned  out.  That  they  will  encourage 
them  to  leave  there  can  be  no  doubt,  as  they  are  already  delighted  at  the  proximity 
of  a separation  ; but  as  the  'lralee  Union  is  rich  (vide  rates  struck)  and  Dingle 
miserably  poor,  I would  entreat  of  you  to  require  the  Tralee  Board  to  retain  our 
infirm  paupers  until  we  have  a place  prepared  for  their  reception. 

Gentlemen,  it  will  of  course  suggest  itself  to  you,  under  all  these  circumstances, 
the  absolute  necessity  of  providing  funds  from  some  other  source  than  the  very 
remote  one  of  the  rates ; for,  although  something  might  be  collected  about  June 
or  July,  when  the  farmers  will  have  made  something  by  milk  and  butter,  and  again 
after  harvest,  the  attempt  to  do  so  now  would  be  worse  than  useless.  Another  re- 
sult from  the  immediate  division  it  would  seem  is,  that  out-door  relief  by  the  Tralee 
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B ard  will  cease  immediately  here.  Now,  with  a debt  impending  over  us  to  that 
Board,  an  exhausted  treasury,  and  no  credit  from  the  contractors,  you  will  see  the 
embarrassing  position  which  an  immediate  division  will  place  us  in,  and  the  indis- 
pensable necessity  of  providing  funds,  to  the  amount  of  10007.  at  least,  to  beffin 
with.  I respectfully  solicit  your  serious  consideration  to  these  several  matters.  ° 

Enclosures. 

Tralee  Union. 

Copy  of  a Resolution  passed  at  the  Ordinary  Meeting  of  the  Guardians,  held  on  Tuesday 
15th  February,  1S4S. 

Resolved, — That  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  fitting 
up  a temporary  house  at  Dingle,  having  been  read,  and  having  also  heard  Sir  Thomas  Ross^ 
letter  to  Captain  Hotham  on  much  the  same  subject,  this  Board,  not  being  able  to  come  to 
any  conclusion  upon  so  serious  a subject  at  a moment's  notice,  deem  it  prudent  to  postpone  to 
next  Board-day  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  if  it  be  not  inconvenient  to  Sir  Thomas 
Ross,  that  he  do  attend  this  Board  next  Board-day;  and  that  he  do  in  the  mean  time  obtain 
such  information  with  respect  to  rent  of  the  proposed  store,  and  all  other  matters  of  expense 
connected  with  the  fitting  up  the  same,  and  whether  a more  suitable  one  may  not  be  had  at 
Dingle. 

W.  O’Connell,  Clerk  of  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Count  Strzelecici  : — February  29,  1848. 

I am  directed  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  extract  from  a report  which  the  Com- 
missioners have  received  from  Sir  T.  Ross,  the  Inspector  in  charge  of  Dingle  Union,  relative 
to  the  necessity  of  providing  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  that  district. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  inform  you  that  Dingle  has  lately  been  separated  from  Tralee 
Union,  that  there  is,  therefore,  no  workhouse  for  the  reception  of  the  poor,  who  are  in  the 
utmost  state  of  destitution ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  take  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  into  your  consideration,  and  advance  out  of  the  fund  at  your  disposal 
the  sum  of  1000Z.  for  the  support  of  the  poor  of  Dingle  Uuion. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  1,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  report,  dated  the 
25th  ultimo,  relative  to  Dingle  Union ; and  they  have  made  known  your  wishes  in 
regard  to  the  architect’s  visit  to  Dingle,  and  the  fitting  up  the  temporary  work- 
houses,  to  Mr.  Wilkinson. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  as  to  the  difficulty  of  commencing  the 
administration  of  relief  in  cooked  food,  the  Commissioners  trust  to  your  discretion 
in  not  postponing  the  introduction  of  cooked  food  longer  than  may  he  absolutely 
necessary  under  the  circumstances. 

As  regards  the  division  of  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  have  to  state  that  the 
course  taken  by  them  in  establishing  the  new  Dingle  Union  has  resulted  from  the 
provisions  of  the  original  Poor  Law  Act,  which  it  was  imperative  on  them  to 
follow  out ; and  they  do  not  see  any  occasion  to  apprehend  serious  embarrassment 
in  effecting  the  change. 

The  rates  struck  by  the  Tralee  Board  on  the  Dingle  divisions  will  remain  for 
consideration  by  the  new  Board,  when  fully  constituted,  as  it  will  not  be  advisable 
for  the  ex-officio  Guardians  to  make  any  rate  until  the  Board  is  complete ; neither 
would  the  Commissioners  recommend  that  more  paid  officers  than  may  be  absolutely 
necessary  should  be  appointed  before  the  25th  March.  Perhaps  pro-tempore 
appointments  until  that  period  will  suffice  of  such  officers  as  must  be  immediately 
appointed. 

Captain  Hotham  has  been  informed  that  the  Dingle  inmates  should,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  remain  in  Tralee  workhouse  until  premises  have 
heen  provided  at  Dingle  to  receive  them ; and  that  if  the  Guardians  take  any  pre- 
mature step  to  discharge  destitute  persons  from  their  workhouse,  they  will  be 
answerable  for  any  evil  consequences  which  may  ensue. 

The  Commissioners  have  applied  to  Count  Strzelecki  to  advance  out  of  the  fund 
at  his  disposal  the  sum  of  10007.  to  you  for  the  support  of  the  poor  of  Dingle 
Union.  They  rely  on  your  administering  the  expenditure  of  that  sum  with  the 
utmost  caution  and  economy ; and  they  would  wish  you  to  avoid,  as  far  as  is 
possible,  the  making  it  generally  known  that  so  large  a sum  has  been  advanced  by 
the  British  Association  in  aid  of  the  poor-rates  in  Dingle  Union. 


Dingle  Union. 
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Sir  T.  Ross  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  29,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  order  for  dividing  the  Union,  bearing  date  the 
22nd  instant,  received  last  night,  I beg  to  state  that  it  appears  by  a second  note 
received  from  Captain  Hotham,  his  own  views  of  the  arrangements  consequent 
upon  the  order  above  alluded  to,  are  those  which  he  sets  forth  and  not  the 
Commissioners’.  I have,  therefore,  written  a respectful  remonstrance  to  the 
Tralee  Board,  and  protesting  against  (as  appears  to  me)  the  proposed  inhuman 
act  of  ordering  or  using  any  influence,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  get  rid  of  our 
infirm  paupers,  and  turning  them  upon  the  world  houseless  and  friendless ; at 
anv  rate  until  the  subject  was  brought  before  the  Commissioners,  and  their 
pleasure  made  known,  even  the  able-bodied  paupers  whom  it  is  proposed  shall 
be  discharged  immediately,  will  be  similarly  circumstanced,  having,  when  they 
accepted  tlie  workhouse,  surrendered  their  wretched  cabins,  so  that  they  are 
either  in  the  occupation  of  others  or  razed  to  the  ground.  I do  not,  liowevei^ 
so  much  complain  of  this,  as  we  are  giving  out-door  relief  to  all  classes ; but  I 
do  complain  of  the  Tralee  Board  withdrawing  the  revisor,  who  is  now  engaged 
revising  this  Union,  it  being  absolutely  necessary  preparatory  to  arranging  the 
new  rate-books,  that  the  land  and  houses  lately  vacated  should  be  made  available 
for  the  rates,  and  which  they  properly  cannot  be  until  revised  I believe  the 
other  measures  contemplated  by  the  Tralee  Board  are  m accordance  with  law, 
however  hardly  they  may  press  upon  us,  and  therefore  I do  not  find  fault. 

If  the  Board  should  decide  at  its  meeting  this  day  to  discontinue  relief  to  the 
poor  of  this  Union,  I have  given  the  contractor  to  understand  that  I would  hold 
myself  responsible  for  any  meal  he  may  issue  until  I receive  your  instructions; 
and  I have  convened  a meeting  of  the  ex-officio  Guardians  for  an  early  day  for 
the  purposes  suggested  in  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant.  I expect  the  attend- 
ance of  two,  or  at  most  three. 

Our  prospects  are  gloomy,  but  I do  not  despair  of  working  through  every 
difficulty,  and  by  perseverance  bringing  them  to  a successful  issue. 


The  Commissioners  to  Sir  T.  Ross : — March  4,  1848. 

Adverting  to  your  report,  dated  the  29th  ult.,  relative  to  the  division 
of  the  Tralee  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they 
have  received  a copy  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of 
Tralee  Union,  on  the  29th  ult.,  setting  forth  the  arrangements  they  propose  as 
consequent  upon  the  separation  of  those  portions  of  the  Union  which  now  con- 
stitute the  Dingle  Union. 

The  Commissioners  have  already,  in  their  letter  to  you  of  the  1st  instant, 
apprized  you  that  steps  have  been  taken  for  placing  funds  at  your  disposal,  to 
enable  you  to  carry  on  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  Dingle  Union,  and  they 
presume  that  by  this  time  the  money  is  available  to  you  for  that  purpose.  The 
Commissioners  have  also,  as  stated  in  their  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  informed 
Captain  Hotham  of  their  opinion  that  the  Dingle  inmates  should  remain  in 
Tralee  workhouse  until  premises  have  been  provided  at  Dingle  to  receive  them, 
and  that  if  the  Guardians  take  any  premature  step  to  discharge  destitute  persons 
from  their  workhouse,  they  will  be  answerable  for  any  evil  consequences  which 
may  ensue.  Beyond  this  it  does  not  appear  to  the  Commissioners  necessary  for 
them  to  take  any  step  with  reference  to  the  resolutions  in  question. 

In  reference,  however,  to  that  part  of  your  report  in  which  you  complain  of 
the  Tralee  Board  withdrawing  the  revisor  who  is  now  engaged  revising  the 
Union,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  observe  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  revisor 
does  not  constitute  any  groimd  of  complaint  against  the  Tralee  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, but  flows  as  a necessary  consequence  from  the  separation  of  Dingle  from 
Tralee  Union.  The  revisor  of  Tralee  Union  is  the  officer  of  the  Tralee  Board 
of  Guardians,  and  as  such  he  has  no  authority  to  revise  the  valuation  of  Dingle 
Union,  nor  have  the  Guardians  of  Tralee  Union  any  authority  to  direct  him  to 
do  so.  If,  however,  from  the  local  knowledge  which  the  revisor  has  of  Dingle 
Union,  and  from  the  experience  which  he  has  gained  respecting  the  district 
when  revising  the  valuation  of'it  as  part  of  Tralee  Union,  it  is  thought  that  there 
will  be  any  advantage  to  Dingle  Union  in  securing  his  services  with  a view  to 
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the  first  rate  to  he  made  inDingle  Union,  the  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that  Dingle  Union, 
some  arrangement  by  which  that  advantage  may  be  secured  can  be  effected,  and 
they  trust  that  if  such  arrangement  is  thought  advisable,  the  Tralee  Board  of 
Guardians  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  facilitate  it. 


Sir  Thomas  Ross  to  the  Commissioners: — February  29,  1S48. 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  26th 
instant,  requesting  that  1 would  make  a separate  report  on  the  subject  of  some 
remarks  cursorily  made  by  me  on  the  back  of  a weekly  return  on  the  20th  instant, 
I beg  to  inform  you  that  it  has  come  to  my  knowledge  that  daily  instances  occur 
of  unfortunate  cottier  tenants,  whose  holdings  average  from  <f  the  grass  of  half  a 
cow  to  two  cows”  (for  such  is  the  way  land  is  let  here),  surrendering  them,  in 
order  to  qualify  themselves  for  out-door  relief  as  hitherto  administered.  This  is 
followed  up  quickly  by  the  presentation  of  a document  at  the  Committee-room 
from  either  the  landlord  or  agent,  to  the  effect,  “ that  bearer  had  given  up  posses- 
sion of  his  land  and  the  fact  of  such  surrender  is  in  most  cases  evidence  of  the 
destitution  of  the  person  applying,  having  held  the  land  until  the  cravings  of 
hunger,  together  with  all  hope  of  being  enabled  to  crop  it,  compelled  them  to 
give  it  up.  ~ 0, 

Thirty  families  residing  upon  a farm  in  the  electoral  division  of  Kilquane 
(Ventry  trust  property)  were  ejected  by  habere  about  a fortnight  back ; and  the 
unfortunate  people,  amounting  in  all  to  about  150  souls,  were  exposed  for  several 
nights  on  the  road-side  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  having  no  protection  or 
covering  than  such  as  they  could  erect  in  the  form  of  tents  with  the  fragments 
of  their  miserable  furniture  and  blankets;  some  have  since  obtained  temporary 
house  room  from  their  acquaintances,  others  have  erected  huts,  and  until  within 
a few  days  very  few  have  applied  to  us  for  relief,  being  deterred  from  so  doing 
under  the  apprehension  that  the  Committee  would  have  been  informed  by  the 
drivers  of  the  property  (for  we  encourage  the  attendance  of  such  persons  when 
revising  the  lists)  that  a few  miserable  sheep,  valued  at  about  25.  each,  still 
remained  among  them. 

Thousands  of  acres  are  and  will  be  waste  this  year  unless  something  be  speedily 
done  by  either  the  landlords  or  the  Government,  to  provide  seeds  for  those  who 
are  still  in  occupation  ; and  a strong  feeling  exists  on  the  part  of  those  who  would 
otherwise  be  willing  to  take  the  vacant  farms  against  doing  so,  in  consequence  of 
the  alarm  caused  by  the  amount  of  rate  struck  for  the  support  of  the  poor,  and 
the  apprehensions  that  matters  will  not  mend  for  some  time.  In  fact,  the  evil  has 
arrived  at  such  a pitch  that  it  behoves  the  Government  or  landlords,  or  both,  to 
come  forward  with  some  measure  of  reproductive  employment  of  the  people, 
otherwise  the  increased  demand  for  relief  next  winter  will  completely 'absorb  the 
entire  property  of  the  barony,  but  more  particularly  five  of  the  electoral  divisions 
whose  ratings  vary  from  6s.  to  14s.  in  the  pound. 

The  large  proprietors  are  my  Lords  Cork  and  Ventry  (the  Ventry  trust  property 
being  nearly  half  the  barony),  and  the  Rev.  Fitzgerald  Townsend. 

If  I have  stepped  out  of  the  course  of  my  duty  in  any  of  the  foregoing  remarks 
I trust  the  urgency  of  the  case  will  plead  my  apology. 

P.S. — I should  have  mentioned,  in  justice  to  the  receiver  under  the  Courts, 
that  the  persons  ejected  paid  little  or  no  rents  during  the  last  two  years ; and  that, 
as  an  inducement  to  give  up  the  peaceable  possession,  be  offered  to  each  person 
holding  the  grass  of  one  cow  1 1.,  and  so  on,  for  any  quantity  over,  which  they 
refused. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  6,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  forwarded  a copy  of  your 
communication  to  bis  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 


Y 
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Sir  Thomas  Ross  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  4,  1848. 

Since  the  rather  unexpected  division  of  the  Union,  and  the  determination 
of  the  Tralee  Board  of  Guardians  to  cast  us  off  in  the  midst  of  our  difficulties, 
despair  and  disappointment  pervaded  the  minds  ot  all  classes  in  the  Dingle  Union ; 
and  so  far  from  results  of  an  embarrassing  nature  being  likely  to  arise  from 
communicating  to  the  assembled  Guardians  the  timely  relief  to  their  besieged 
garrison,  I cfobelieve  that  it  will  have  a directly  contrary  tendency;  as  I took  the 
opportunity  of  impressing  it  upon  them,  that  the  advance  was  so  munificent  it  was 
not  at  all  likely  that  any  further  aid  would  be  given,  and  that  the  rates,  which 
would  not  note  be  more  than  the  property  could  bear,  should  be  made  available  for 
the  relief  of  destitution ; and  here  I may  be  permitted  to  ask  if  the  gratuitous 
distribution  of  food  is  intended  to  be  confined  to  the  electoral  divisions  in  pro- 
portion to  their  poverty  and  inability  to  pay  high  rates,  or  is  it  to  he  general  over 
the  Union,  observing  that  they  vary  from  5 d.  to  14.s.  in  the  pound. 

The  clouds  which  overhung  us  are  now  happily  dispelled  and  confidence  restored. 
I beg  to  congratulate  you,  therefore,  upon  the  carrying  out  of  a measure  which 
already  bids  fairly  to  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  property  as  well  as  to  the 
poverty  of  the  Union. 

I have  in  almost  every  particular  anticipated  the  instructions  you  sent  me  for 
the  guidance  of  our  pro  tempore  Board  of  Guardians,  having  made  no  appointments, 
except  that  of  a clerk,  at  105.  per  week,  which  I beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  confirm. 
He  will  by  this  night’s  post  transmit  to  you  the  minutes  of  our  proceedings,  by 
which  you  will  perceive  that  Mondays  are  fixed  for  the  weekly  meetings  of  the 
Board. 

I now  proceed  to  report  my  own  more  immediate  acts  for  the  week.  The 
schools  entrusted  to  my  superintendence  required  reform.  I have  accordingly 
applied  myself  to  the  task,  and  removed  about  120  children  from  the  rations  lists 
of  the  schools  in  and  near  Dingle,  and  transferred  thereto  a like  number  from  the 
relief  lists.  I believe  every  school  in  the  Union  requires  a similar  purging,  which 
I will  attend  to  as  opportunities  offer.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  was  engaged 
revising  relief  lists  and  getting  them  into  order.  On  Thursday  at  Annascaul, 
where  I met  the  Guardians  of  the  district  and  rate-payers,  by  appointment,  to 
revise  lists,  struck  off  200  persons.  Friday  our  first  Board  day.  This  day  engaged 
from  11  to  6,  investigating  the  claims  of  paupers  for  relief ; and  I have  the  satis- 
faction to  say,  that  in  Dingle  electoral  division  alone  the  expenditure  has  been 
reduced,  within  one  month,  from  1 16/.  to  50Z.  per  week. 

I shall  take  care  upon  the  Board  being  duly  constituted,  to  bring  under  its 
immediate  consideration  the  necessity  of  proceeding  with  the  revision  of  the 
electoral  divisions  which  were  not  completed  by  Mr.  Roche,  and  to  strike  rates 
sufficient  in  amount  to  meet  the  expenditure  up  to  the  1st  of  October  next,  making 
due  allowance  for  the  advance  by  the  British  Association  and  the  expected 
bread-stuffs. 

Your  admonition  to  the  Tralee  Board  as  to  our  Dingle  paupers  will,  I have 
reason  to  believe,  have  the  best  effect. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  8,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  inquiry  whether  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  food  is 
intended  to  be  confined  to  the  electoral  divisions  in  proportion  to  their  poverty 
and  inability  to  pay  high  rates,  or  whether  it  is  to  be  granted  over  the  Union.  I 
am  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  a printed  copy  of  correspondence  which  has 
taken  place  between  the  Commissioners  and  Count  Strzelecki,  regarding  the 
distribution  of  such  advances. 


Sir  Thomas  Ross  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  8,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  circular  of  the  2nd  instant,  as  also  your  letter  of 
the  4th  instant,  I beg  to  acquaint  you  that  1 have  not  been  unmindful  of  the 
importance  of  the  subject  to  which  they  refer ; but  as  they  involve  considerations 
of  so  serious  a nature,  1 thought  I should  be  held  excused  if  I deferred  returning 
a reply,  until  by  further  inquiry  and  observation  I could  form  an  opinion  which  I 
should  not  afterwards  have  occasion  to  regret  giving  expression  to.  And  although 
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my  present  opinion  would  incline  me  to  suggest  that  relief  to  the  able  bodied  mav 
be  suspended  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Castlegregory,  Ballyduff,  Ballinvoker 
Ballinacourty,  and  Minard,  on  the  18th  instant,  aud'that  it  ought  to  be  continued 
in  the  remaining,  or  five  western  electoral  divisions,  yet  I am  anxious  that  you 
would  allow  me  a few  days  longer  to  make  a final  report. 

The  reasons  which  suggest  themselves  to  me  for  adopting  this  course  are  the 
following: — In  the  first  named  five  electoral  divisions  the  population,  as  compared 
to  estimated  value,  is  as  one  to  one  pound,  whereas  in  the  remaining  five  it  is  as 
three  to  two,  added  to  which  the  land  in  the  first  five  is  more  fertile”  and  divided 
into  larger  farms,  and  is  nearer  to  Tralee,  a good  market-town. 

To  the  latter  five  (if  in  the  meantime  I should  not  see  reason  to  change  my 
opinion)  the  labour  and  cooked  food  tests  could  be  applied,  and  I believe  with 
good  effect.  In  fact,  we  have  already  commenced  with  the  former,  as  will  appear 
by  the  minutes  of  our  proceedings,  which  will  be  forwarded  to  you  by  this  night’s 
post.  ° 

I find  on  looking  over  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  that  the  foregoing  has 
almost  exclusive  reference  to  circular  of  the  2nd ; but  you  will  perceive  from  its 
tenor  that  relief  has  been  given  under  the  2nd  section  of  Poor  Law  Extension 
Act  in  this  Union ; and  I respectfully  recommend  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
sanction  its  continuance  until  the  21st  instant,  by  which  time  I hope  to  he  in  a 
position  to  recommend  that  it  may  cease  in  five  electoral  divisions  at  least,  if  the 
law  will  admit  of  such  an  arrangement. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  11,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  cannot  limit  the  application  of  an 
order  authorizing  out-door  relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Extension  Act  to  particular  electoral  divisions.  They  have  issued  an  order,  as 
you  suggest,  authorizing  out-door  relief  in  Dingle  Union  until  the  21st  instant; 
and  on  receiving  your  further  report  they  will  again  consider  the  subject. 

Should  it  be  necessary  to  continue  the  authority  for  any  further  period  it  will 
he  within  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  abstain  from  availing 
themselves  of  it  in  any  electoral  divisions  in  which  they  are  satisfied  that  there  is 
sufficient  employment  for  the  able-bodied,  and  that  none  of  that  class  are  actually 
destitute. 


Sir  Thomas  Ross  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  19,  184S. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  as  also  your  order  of 
same  date  authorizing  relief  to  the  able-bodied  of  this  Union,  under  section  2 of 
Temporary  Poor  Law  Extension  Act,  until  the  21st  instant,  I beg  respectfully  to 
suggest  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  extend  this  authority  to  another  month,  ending 
21st  proximo,  particularly  as  you  state,  cCthe  Guardians  may  abstain  from  availing 
“ themselves  of  it  in  any  electoral  division  in  which  they  were  satisfied  there  was 
“ sufficient  employment  for  that  class,  and  that  none  are  destitute.”  I brought 
the  subject  under  consideration  at  our  meeting  yesterday,  and  it  is  intended  that 
relief  shall  cease  to  the  able-bodied  in  the  Castlegregory  and  Ballyduff  electoral 
divisions  on  the  21st  instant. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  24,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  an  order  authorizing  the  continuance  of  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor  to  the  31st  instant,  had  been  prepared  before  your 
report  was  received.  The  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  renew  it  for  a 
further  period  if  you  think  it  necessary ; and  they  request  you  will  he  so  good  as 
to  report  further  to  them,  so  that  your  report  may  reach  this  office,  at  latest,  by  the 
day  before  the  present  order  expires. 


Y 2 


Dingle  U nion. 
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E ingle  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Sir  Thomas  Ross  : — March  23,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  suggestion  that  the  British  Relief  Association  he 
requested  to  place  a sum  of  125/.  at  your  disposal,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
clothing  for  the  adult  paupers  in  Dingle  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners to  transmit  for  your  information,  a copy  of  a communication  which  the 
Commissioners  have  received  from  Count  Strzelecki  on  the  subject,  from  which  it. 
appears  that  the  British  Relief  Association  have  no  funds  at  their  disposal  appli- 
cable to  such  an  object. 

The  Count  Strzelecki  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  20,  184S. 

I beg  to  acknowledge  (he  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  18th  instant,  accom- 
panied by  an  extract  from  a report  by  Sir  Thomas  Ross,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  in, 
which  he  suggests  that  the  British  Relief  Association  should  be  requested  to  place  a sum  of' 
125/.  at  his  disposal,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  clothing  for  the  adult  paupers  in  Dingle 
Union.  In  reply  I have  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners-, 
hat  the  Association  have  no  funds  at  their  disposal  applicable  to  such  an  object. 


Sir  Tiiomas  Ross  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  28,  1848. 

This  being  the  assizes  week,  Lord  Ventry  was  the  only  Guardian  who 
attended  tlie  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Board  yesterday.  I have  since  the  division 
of  the  Union  requested  the  attendance  of  Mr.  M.  Gallway,  an  ex-Guardian,  because 
as  his  re-election  is  certain  I thought  it  advisable  that  lie  should  be  acquainted 
witli  our  proceedings  during  the  interim  of  the  division  of  the  Union  and  the 
assembling  of  the  new  Board,  and  because  I found  him  on  all  occasions  inclined  to 
act  a fair  and  honourable  part  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a Guardian. 

After  disposing  of  the  routine  business,  I brought  before  the  Board  tlie  subject 
of  forming  new  districts,  together  with  the  amount  of  salary  which  in  my  opinion 
ought  to  be  paid  to  each  relieving  officer ; they  are  embodied  in  resolutions  entered 
on  our  minutes,  copies  of  which  will  he  forwarded  for  your  approval  by  this  night’s 
post.  I have  abstained  as  much  as  possible,  and  consistently  with  the  administra- 
tion of  t.he  law  in  relieving  the  wants  of  the  poor  and  a proper  regard  to  economy, 
from  any  interference  with  what  will  more  properly  be  the  duty  of  the  Board,  but 
I considered  that  as  we  had  entered  upon  another  financial  year  no  time  ought  to 
he  lost  in  paying  off  all  legal  claims  and  balancing  our  accounts  ; and  that  by  in- 
troducing- a better  arrangement  of  districts,  regulating  the  salaries  of  relieving 
officers  upon  more  economical  principles,  I should  be  best  consulting  ihe  interests 
of  all  parties,  particularly  as  these  matters  are  within  the  province  of  the  Guar- 
dians, and  may  be  set  aside  if  they  should  think  fit. 

The  medical  officer  attended  at  my  request  and  submitted  his  report,  by  which 
it  appears  that  fever  is  much  on  the  decline,  although  of  a dangerous  type,  whilst 
dysentery  is  much  on  the  increase,  the  hospital,  which  is  only  capable  of  accom- 
modating 40  patients,  being  full.  Lord  Ventry  having  left  the  meeting  at  4 
o’clock  1 was  engaged  investigating  the  claims  of  paupers,  assisted  by  ratepayers, 
until  7 p.m.,  and  here  I may  remark  that  the  question  will  probably  suggest  itself, 
“ how  is  it  that  so  much  of  Sir  T.  Ross’s  time  is  occupied  in  investigating  the  cases 
of  paupers  ?”  I answer,  that  the  greater  proportion  of  those  who  present  them- 
selves are  persons  seeking  to  have  additional  members  of  their  families  placed  on 
the  lists,  whilst  others  who  have  been  struck  off  wish  to  be  restored ; instances 
have  occurred  of  persons  having  been  improperly  removed  from  the  lists  by  the 
representations  of  unfeeling  ratepayers,  hut  I can  safely  say  that  so  searching  are 
our  inquiries  not  one  has  been  admitted  who  is  not  an  object  and  by  law  entitled 
to  relief. 

In  reference  to  your  sealed  order,  authorizing  relief  to  the  able-bodied  of  this 
Union,  under  section  2 of  the  Irish  Poor  Law  Extension  Act,  I beg  to  reiterate 
the  suggestions  I took  the  liberty  of  offering  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  re- 
commending its  extension  to  the  2 1st  April,  as  I see- nothing  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  Union  to  justify  a discontinuance  of  relief  to  that  class  ; but  I will  take  care 
to  remind  the  Guardians  from  time  to  time  that  whenever  they  are  satisfied  there 
is  sufficient  employment  in  any  electoral  division  relief  may  cease. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  1,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour 
letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  in  which  you  recommend  that  the  order  authorizing 
out-door  relief  in  Dingle  Union  be  continued  until  the  21st  instant,  and  I am  to 
inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  issued  an  order  accordingly. 


Sir  Thomas  Ross  to  the  Commissioners: — Aprils,  1S48. 

We  had  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Wednesday  last,  as  agreed 
•upon,  to  examine  tenders  for  supplying  the  workhouse  with  clothing,  and  I beg  to 
refer  you  to  minutes  of  our  proceedings  lor  the  particulars  of  the  business  trans- 
acted. There  being  but  few  samples  of  freizes,  flannels,  and  linens  exhibited  for 
examination,  I directed  the  clerk  to  advertise  for  tenders  for  a farther  supply  of 
those  articles,  and  to  make  it  known  in  everyway  that  he  could  by  posting  notices, 
&c.,  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Board  to  give  every  encouragement  to  home 
manufacture,  particularly  linen,  with  a view,  if  possible,  to  revive  the  growth  of 
flax,  which,  in  days  of  yore,  was  a source  of  comparative  wealth  in  this  part  of  the 
country;  and  I have  reason  to  believe  that,  as  we  have  evinced  a desire  to  circulate 
our  money  within  the  Union  (provided  it  proves  the  cheapest  market),  we  shall  be 
enabled  to  complete  our  supplies  on  next  Board  day. 

On  Thursday  I crossed  the  far-famed  “ Connor  Hill,”  one  of  the  levies  of  Kerry, 
being  the  direct  road  to  Ballyduff,  where  I inspected  the  whole  of  the  schools  in 
that  electoral  division,  and  where,  as  usual,  I discovered  jobbing,  and  robbery  of 
the  food  of  the  unfortunate  children.  I did  what  I considered  necessary  to  mitigate 
the  evil,  by  giving  directions  to  have  the  meal  placed  in  charge  of  the  Coast 
Guard ; the  officer  having  kindly  promised  to  see  each  day’s  ration  weighed  for 
the  two  schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his  station,  and  otherwise  to  assist  in  carrying 
out  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  British  Relief  Association. 

The  weather  having  taken  up  a little,  1 was  happy  to  observe  great  activity  in 
preparing  for  and  planting  potatoes,  and,  from  inquiry,  I have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  every  person  in  the  Union  who  holds  land  will  plant  to  the  utmost  of 
his  means.  I have  heard  ot  an  instance  of  a family  living  upon  one  meal  a-dny 
for  the  last  three  weeks  rather  than  encroach  on  their  little  store  of  seed  potatoes, 
upon  which  it  appears  they  have  cast  their  lot  whether  for  weal  or  woe.  The 
eftort  to  return  to  the  potato  cultivation  will  not  be  confined  to  holders  of  land,  as 
I believe  numbers  of  the  unfortunate  people  who  either  surrendered  their  holdings 
or  were  evicted,  and  now  receiving  whatever  relief,  will  sow  more  or  less  witliiu 
the  quarter  of  an  acre,  as  allowed  by  a resolution  passed  at  our  Board  on  the  1 5th 
ultimo. 

I do  not  fail  to  impress  it  upon  them,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  too  sanguine  of 
the  success  of  the  potato,  and  that  they  ought  rather  to  reserve  part  of  the  land 
and  manure  for  turnip  growing,  telling  them  at  the  same  time  that  so  little  do  I 
rely  on  the  potato  myself,  although  I hold  over  160  acres,  I do  not  intend  sowing 
more  than  a few  barrels,  whilst  I am  preparing  several  acres  for  turnips. 

Yesterday  engaged  inspecting  the  progress  in  the  repairs  and  alterations  of 
temporary  workhouses,  examiuing  and  paying  tradesmen’s  bills,  &c.  Visited  the 
meal  depot  at  Ballyduff  and  Dingle ; found  that  the  week’s  issue  was  not  according 
to  sample  in  my  custody,  and  for  which  I shall  take  care  to  bring  the  contractor 
to  an  account.  Everything  else,  I am  happy  to  say,  goes  on  satisfactorily.  I 
purpose  having  another  revision  of  the  relief  lists,  by  which,  as  there  is  some 
employment  now,  I hope  to  be  enabled  to  strike  off  a few  hundreds. 


Sir  Thomas  Ross  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  18,  1848. 

The  Dingle  Board  met  yesterday  for  the  first  time ; there  was  rather  a 
good  attendance,  and,  with  the  exception  of  Messrs.  Gallwey,  M.  Moriarty,  and 
H.  M'Cann,  were  composed  of  the  most  respectable  class  of  freize-coated  farmers 
in  the  Union.  As  a specimen  of  future  promise,  I may  mention  that  one  of  the 
number  could  not  speak  a word  of  English,  and  a second,  when  asked  how  lie 
intended  to  vote  on  a certain  question  then  before  the  Board,  replied  that  “ he 
“ would  vote  with  the  majority.”  However,  if  the  ex-officio  Guardians  attend, 
and  give  their  assistance,  I do  not  despair  of  the  business  of  the  Union  being 
carried  on  in  a satisfactory  manner,  saving  and  excepting  the  providing  funds. 


Dingle  Union. 
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Dingle  Union,  which,  in  its  present  impoverished  condition,  none  of  us  can  contemplate  without 
anxiety  and  alarm. 

The  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman,  and  Deputy  Vice-Chairman,  under  the  late 
regimen  selected,  and  for  the  business  transacted,  I beg  to  refer  you  to  minutes  of 
proceedings  forwarded  by  this  night’s  post. 

I have  not  failed  to  impress  upon  the  Board  the  necessity  for  frequent  meetings 
until  the  Union  is  properly  organized,  the  clothing  prepared,  and  the  temporary 
workhouse  completed  with  every  requisite  for  occupation,  and  certain  days  have 
been  set  apart  for  revising  relief  lists  and  investigating  the  claims  of  applicants 
for  relief,  which  latter,  I am  very  sorry  to  say,  continue  as  numerous  as  heretofore, 
the  poor  people  having,  under  the  advice  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  either  by 
an  offer  of  surrender  of  their  holdings,  or  disclaiming  the  occupation  with  the 
exception  of  their  cabins,  and  thereby  becoming  eligible  for  relief.  This 
ingenuous  arrangement,  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  places  the  landlord  in 
the  peculiar  position  of  not  being  able  to  let  the  land  to  other  persons  without 
having  recourse  to  the  expensive  process  of  ejectment:  one  thing,  however,  is 
certain,  that  there  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  our  expenditure  in  conse- 
quence of  this  combination,  if  I may  so  term  it. 

I have,  in  my  letter  of  the  16tli  instant,  informed  you  of  the  number  of  children 
in  the  Union  who  receive  school  relief,  and  I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that 
the  number  of  persons  who  receive  out-door  relief  are  9220,  amounting  in  all  to 
nearly  12,000,  being  very  nearly  one-third  of  the  population ; of  this  number  I 
hope  during  the  present  and  ensuing  weeks,  by  a revision  of  the  Unions,  to  be 
able  to  strike  off  at  least  1000. 

I had  hoped,  as  the  spring  season  advanced,  a perceptible  proportion  of  the 
able-bodied  would  be  absorbed  into  private  and  self-supporting  labour,  but  so 
long  as  the  authority  exists  for  giving  out-door  relief  to  that  class  (and  I am  by 
no  means  prepared  to  recommend  its  discontinuance),  so  long  will  they  remain  a 
burthen  upon  the  charity.  The  experience,  however,  of  the  success  of  the 
experiments  resorted  to  by  the  Government  in  the  spring  and  autumn  of  1847, 
by  the  almost  sudden  stoppage  of  both  systems  of  relief  then  in  operation,  induces 
me  now  to  state  as  my  opinion  that,  unless  some  bold  and  vigorous  measures  be 
adopted  upon  the  responsibility  of  the  Commissioners,  there  is  not  the  most 
remote  prospect  of  effecting  any  considerable  diminution  in  the  expenditure,  as 
arguments  and  reasoning  have  altogether  failed  in  persuading  the  people  that  they 
must  rely  on  their  own  industry  for  the  support  of  themselves  aud  families. 
With  this  view  therefore  I would  respectfully  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
Commissioners  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable,  after  the  21st  instant,  to 
authorize  a modified  system  of  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  by  withholding  it  alto- 
gether from  single  men,  and  married  men  having  no  children  dependent  upon 
them,  or  by  allowing  a reduced  portion  of  the  present  scale  of  rations  to  all  able- 
bodied  who  shall  not  be  in  permanent  employment,  with  the  understanding  that 
they  will  he  permitted  to  avail  themselves  of  an  occasional  day’s  work  for  wages 
to  assist  in  maintaining  themselves  and  families. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remark  that,  although  we  have  a labour  test  in  full 
operation  in  several  districts  in  the  Union,  notwithstanding  every  effort  is  used  to 
check  it,  many  of  the  labourers  absent  themselves  on  the  plea  of  illness,  &c.,  when 
there  can  be  no  doubt  they  were  employed  either  for  their  victuals  or  hire.  No 
doubt  the  workhouse  test,  when  it  can  be  applied,  will  operate  as  a wholesome 
check  against  imposition  of  this  sort,  but  it  must  necessarily  be  limited,  as  I believe 
we  shall  not  have  accommodation  for  more  than  350,  or  at  most  400. 

I throw  these  suggestions  out  for  consideration  of  the  better  judgment  of  the 
Commissioners. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — April  27,  1848. 

In  regard  to  your  suggestion  that  after  the  21st  instant  a modified  system  of 
relief  to  the  able-bodied  should  he  authorized,  withholding  it  altogether  from 
jingle  men  and  married  men  having  no  children  dependent  upon  them,  the  Com- 
missioners desire  to  observe  that  under  the  present  Irish  Poor  Laws  it  is  a part 
of  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  to  see  that  persons  really  destitute  receive 
relief  either  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse.  If  there  is  any  class  of  persons  such  as 
single  men  or  married  men  with  not  more  than  two  children,  who  might  if  they 
exerted  themselves  obtain  employment,  the  Commissioners  would  not  regard 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  167 

them  as  really  destitute,  and  would  on  your  recommendation  (if  made  after  due  Single  Union, 
inquiry  and  consideration),  omit  them  from  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  — 
to  able-bodied  men. 

The  Commissioners  object,  however,  in  the  strongest  manner  to  the  alternative 
suggested  of  allowing  a reduced  portion  of  the  present  scale  of  present  rations  to 
all  able-bodied  who  shall  not  be  in  permanent  employment,  with  the  under- 
standing that  they  shall  be  permitted  to  avail  themselves  of  an  occasional  day’s 
work  for  wages  to  assist  in  maintaining  themselves  and  families.  Such  a system 
would  be  fraught  with  dangerous  consequences,  and  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Commissioners,  be  seriously  injurious  to  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  Union,  it 
would  in  fact  be  a very  near  approach  to,  if  not  an  actual  adoption  of  one  of  the 
most  objectionable  practices  under  the  old  system  of  English  Poor  Laws  viz. 
the  practice  of  giving  relief  in  aid  of  wages— a practice  which  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Commissioners  and  their  Inspectors  to  exercise  the-  utmost  vigilance  in  pre- 
venting. 

With  regard  to  the  labourers  absent  from  stone-breaking  on  the  plea  of  illness, 
when  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  are  in  employment  for  victuals  or  hire,  the 
Commissioners  desire  to  point  out  that  such  parties  should  be  at  once  struck  off 
the  Relief  lists.  Indeed  the  Commissioners  do  not  see  how  such  an  abuse  can 
exist  to.  any  considerable  extent  if  a proper  system  of  relief  has  been  organized  in 
the  Union;  and  the  Commissioners  earnestly  request  your  special  attention  to 
this  point,  in  order  to  prevent  such  an  abuse  in  future. 

The  Commissioners  had,  previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  report,  issued  an 
order  continuing  the  authority  to  grant  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in 
Dingle  Union  until  the  28th  instant,  and  they  have  now  given  directions  that 
the  order  be  continued  for  a week  beyond  that  period,  aud  they  request  that  you 
will  report  specifically  before  the  renewed  order  expires,  as  to  the  necessity  of  a 
further  renewal  of  the  order,  and  as  to  any  modification  of  it  which  you  may 
consider  practicable. 


Sir  Thomas  Ross  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  25,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  stone-breaking  by  task  is  being 
carried  on  in  every  district  throughout  the  Union  where  out-door  relief  is  autho- 
rized to  be  given  to  the  able-bodied,  although  many  difficulties  present  them- 
selves in  enforcing  the  task-system  with  any  degree  of  regularity,  many  of  the 
labourers  being  physically  incapacitated  from  performing  what  ought  to  be 
considered  a fair  day’s  work.  We  are  however  improving  in  organization  and 
discipline ; and  considering  that  my  staff  of  assistants  is  not  as  efficient  as  I could 
wish,  and  that  our  performances  do  not  recommend  themselves  in  the  absence  of 
neatly  printed  forms  and  printed  instructions,  yet  I do  believe  that  we  can  show 
as  good  returns  as  any  other  Union  having  the  same  number  of  persons  employed. 

Adverting  to  your  observations  that  the  material  is  generally  available,  I take 
leave  to  say  that,  with  the  exception  of  those  cases  in  which  we  found  stones  on 
the  unfinished  Board  of  Works  roads,  our  material  will  not,  I fear,  be  available 
for  some  time  to  come,  or  at  any  rate  until  the  barony  is  in  a position  to  resume 
those  works  from  funds  raised  by  local  taxation,  as  both  sea  and  river  gravel  is 
found  in  great  abundance,  scarcely  anything  else  being  used  on  the  contract 
roads.  I am  therefore  confining  our  operations  as  much  as  possible  to  the  new 
roads,  where  I find  large  quantities  of  stones  deposited. 

Relative  to  the  subject  of  cooked  food,  I need  hardly  assure  you  that  I am  as 
sensible  of  its  many  advantages  as  the  Commissioners  themselves  can  possibly  be ; 
but  when  I inform  you  that  every  available  means  were  resorted  to  by  the  Relief 
Commissioners  to  put  it  in  operation  in  this  Union  last  year,  when  there  were 
ample  funds,  Relief  Committees,  &c.,  without  succeeding  in  even  one  instance, 
you  can  judge  of  the  difficulties  I have  to  encounter,  without  the  co-operation  or 
assistance  of  a single  individual  of  influence ; without  money,  without  a police 
establishment  in  the  rural  districts  to  protect  the  depots,  and  though  last  not  * 
least,  having  still  the  practical  working  and  carrying  out  the  details  of  the  Union 
on  my  own  hands,  and  thereby  rendering  it  difficult  for  me  to  absent  myself 
from  head  quarters  sufficiently  to  hire  suitable  places  to  superintend  the  fitting 
up  boilers,  organized  stalls,  &c.,  for  cooking  food  for  9000  individuals  in  a wild 
and  mountainous  country.  Still  I feel  that  at  any  sacrifice  the  attempt  should 
he  made  ; and  if  the  necessary  funds  are  placed  at  my  disposal,  I will,  without  a 
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Dingle  Union,  moment’s  further  delay,  undertake  the  task  even  if  I should  sink  under  it,  more 
however  with  the  view  to  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  our  poor  recipients  of 
relief  than  as  a test  of  destitution,  because  I am  perfectly  convinced  from  what  I 
am  a daily  witness  to,  that  such  is  the  state  of  wretchedness  and  misery  they  are 
now  struggling  against,  and  so  low  is  the  standard  of  morality  to  which  a 
succession  of  suffering  during  the  last  two  years  has  reduced  them,  that  no  matter 
how  unattractive  the  test,  they  will  gladly  accept  as  a condition  of  obtaining 
rations.  I participate,  therefore,  in  the  higher  feelings  and  motives  with  which 
the  Commissioners  are  influenced,  in  offering  my  best  efforts  to  establish  the 
system  of  cooked  food,  namely,  that  it  will  materially  conduce  to  the  preservation 
of  the  health  of  many  who  must  otherwise  fall  a sacrifice  to  dysentery  and 
diarrhoea,  which  are  now  very  much  on  the  increase. 

According  to  a rough  calculation  I have  made,  it  will  require  about  130/.  to 
procure  the  required  number  of  boilers,  pay  for  carriage,  fitting  up,  &c. ; but  if 
they  could  be  procured  in  Cork  or  Limerick,  and  sent  round  by  the  Government 
steamer,  it  would  lessen  the  expense  materially  and  be  a very  great  convenience, 
as  there  is  scarcely  any  intercourse  with  those  places  and  this  remote  corner  of 
the  globe. 

If  I may  calculate  upon  the  co-operation  of  the  Commissioners  by  requesting 
the  Commissariat  officers  in  Limerick  and  Cork  to  procure  the  boilers,  I would 
send  the  dimensions  and  number  required,  but  without  money  I can  do  nothing ; 
meantime  having  ascertained  that  a hooker  belonging  to  Dingle  is  now  in  Cork 
for  a general  cargo,  I have  ordered  a ton  and  a half  of  rice  upon  my  own  respon- 
sibility, and  will  have  it  mixed  in  small  proportions  with  the  rations  of  persons 
affected  with  dysentery,  which  I trust  will  have  a good  effect. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — May  1,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  j’our 
report  dated  the  25th  ultimo,  relative  to  Dingle  Union. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that  the  difficulties  which  you  experience  in 
the  organization  and  enforcement-  of  the  rules  under  which  out-door  relief  to  the 
able-bodied  is  to  be  administered  are  great,  but  they  trust,  that  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  by  a continuance  of  energetic  measures 
on  your  part,  those  difficulties  may  be  overcome.  In  reference  to  your  observation 
that  you  have  the  practical  working  and  carrying  out  the  details  of  the  Union  on 
your  own  hands,  and  that  it  is  therefore  difficult  for  you  to  absent  yourself  from 
head-quarters  sufficiently  to  organize  the  introduction  of  the  cooked  food  system, 
the  Commissioners  trust,  that  now  the  new  Board  has  met  and  commenced  its 
functions  you  will  not  fail  to  point  out  to  the  Guardians  the  absolute  necessity  of 
their  attending  to  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  that  you  will  explain  to  them  that 
you  cannot  undertake  the  performance  of  their  duties  without  prejudice  to  your 
own  more  immediate  duties  as  Inspector. 

In  regard  to  your  statement  in  reference  to  the  stones  broken  by  the  paupers 
that  the  material  will  not  be  available  for  some  time  to  come,  except  , in  those 
places  where  stones  were  found  on  unfinished  roads,  the  Commissioners  desire  to 
state,  that  this  is  a secondary  point,  to  which  they  attach  but  very  little  importance. 
The  advantages  of  stone-breaking  over  other  descriptions  of  employment,  as  a 
condition  of  relief  are  so  great,  that  the  Commissioners  think  it  should  be  adopted 
wherever  the  materials  are  available,  that  is,  wherever  they  are  easily  procurable, 
without  reference  to  the  question  of  whether  the  stones,  when  broken,  can  be 
advantageously  disposed  of. 

The  Commissioners  .have  applied  to  the  Count  Strzelecki  to  place,  at  your 
disposal,  a further  sum  of  500/.,  in  order  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  commence 
the  cooked  food  system  at  once,  and  they  will  apply  to  Sir  Randolph  Routh  to 
know  whether  he  can,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  assist  you  in  obtaining 
the  boilers. 


Sir  Thomas  Ross  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  30,  1848. 

T may  have  been  wrong  in  holding  out  a hope  of  any  further  aid  from  the 
British  Relief  Association,  but  the  almost  indescribable  poverty  and  misery  of  the 
Union  demands  from  me  that  I should  be  explicit  .upon  this  point,  and  when  I 
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inform  you  that,  at  this  moment,  almost  every  available  shilling  is  in  requisition 
for  the  laudable  purpose  of  cropping  the  land,  encouraged  as  it  has  been  by  the 
respite  given  through  the  generous  contributions  of  others,  I need  scarcely  say, 
that  to  attempt  to  collect  a rate,  would  not  only  prove  unavailing,  but  would  be  a 
heavy  blow  and  great  discouragement  to  the  extraordinary  efforts  that  are  being 
made  by  all  classes  to  make  the  land  productive,  and  to  which,  alone  they  look 
forward  to  relief  from  the  pressure  of  taxation.  In  their  behalf,  then,  I respect- 
fully but  earnestly  appeal  for  further  assistance  from  the  British  Association,  and 
when  it  is  borne  in  mind,  that  nearly  half  the  money  already  received  was  neces- 
sarily expended  in  fitting  up  workhouses,  procuring  furniture,  clothing,  &c.  I 
trust  you  will  give  us  credit  for  having  exercised  a rigid  economy,  and  upon  the 
whole,  we  have  entitled  ourselves  to  your  sympathy,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  recommend  a further  grant  of  500/. 

I shall  feel  obliged,  by  being  informed,  whether,  as  a medical  officer  was  elected 
yesterday  for  the  workhouse,  and  our  sick  poor  were  removed  to  the  workhouse 
hospital,  the  services  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Health  are  now 
to  be  dispensed  with,  and  also,  if  a nurse  and  nurse-tenders  are  to  be  selected  from 
the  paupers  who  may  be  found  fit,  and  if  they  are  to  be  paid  salaries. 

I shall  be  glad  also  to  be  informed  if  hospital  accommodation  is  in  future 
to  be  confined  exclusively  to  paupers,  recipients  for  relief. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — May  4,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  request  for  further  assistance  from  the  British 
Relief  Association,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  cannot 
recommend  that  aid  be  given  to  the  Union,  in  order  to  prevent  or  postpone  the 
necessity  of  making  rates  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor ; the  conditions  on 
which  it  was  originally  arranged  that  the  British  Relief  Association  would  afford 
assistance  to  certain  distressed  Unions,  were  as  follows, — •“  assistance  will  be 
“ granted  to  a Union  only  at  a period  when  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  made 
“ proper  exertions  in  the  working  out  of  their  own  arrangements,  and  when  it  is 
“ clearly  ascertained  and  certified  by  the  inspector  that  these  efforts  have  been 
“ made,  and  the  extent  of  distress  really  exceeds  all  their  power  of  relief  duly  and 
“ fully  exerted.” 

The  Dingle  Union  has,  however,  been  particularly  circumstanced,  and  has  to 
some  extent  been  made  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  ; but  now  that  a Board  of 
Guardians  has  been  constituted,  and  the  Board  has  commenced  the  exercise  of  its 
functions,  the  Commissioners  could  not  properly  recommend  further  assistance 
without  your  certificate  that  due  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
The  Commissioners  think  therefore  that  the  preparation  of  the  new  rate  should  be 
urged  forward  with  as  much  dispatch  as  possible,  and  if  before  the  rate  can  fairly 
he  put  in  collection,  further  assistance  should  become  necessary,  or  if  when  put  in 
collection  it  is  found  that  sufficient  funds  cannot  at  present  be  raised  for  the  due 
relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  will  recommend  a 
further  advance  to  be  made. 

A sum  of  500/.  has  been  remitted  to  you  since  the  date  of  your  Report,  so  that 
there  can  be  no  immediate  necessity  for  a further  advance,  but  should  it  become 
necessary  for  you  to  apply  for  such  further  advance,  you  will  be  good  enough  to 
forward  with  your  application  an  estimate  of  the  weekly  sum  which  in  your 
opinion  will  be  required  in  order  to  preserve  from  starvation  the  destitute  poor 
who  are  entitled  to  relief  in  your  district,  forming  a separate  estimate  for  each  of 
the  three  following  heads  : — 

1.  Relief  in  the  workhouse. 

2.  Relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the 

1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

3.  Relief  to  able-bodied  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the  2nd  sec- 

tion of  that  Act. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  services  of  the  gentleman  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Health  are  now  to  be  dispensed  with,  a medical  officer  for  the 
workhouse  having  been  elected,  and  the  sick  poor  having  been  removed  to  the 
workhouse  hospital,  I am  to  state  the  fact  of  the  workhouse  being  opened,  does 
not  in  any  way  affect  the  position  of  the  medical  officer  of  the  Board  of  Health. 
If,  however,  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  medical  relief  afforded  in  the  workhouse 
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Dingle  Union,  is  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  will  on  receiving  a 
Report  from  you  to  that  effect,  represent  the  case  to  the  Board  of  Health,  who 
will  doubtless  adopt  such  course  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  seem  to 
require.  You  are  of  course  aware  that  officers  appointed  under  the  Board  of 
Health,  are  paid  from  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  not  from  the  poor  rates. 

. regards  the  nurses,  the  Commissioners  think  that  as  a general  rule,  it  is 
important  that  the  workhouse  hospital  should  be  placed  under  the  care  of  a res- 
pectable and  competent  person  at  a fair  salary.  The  nurse  might  have  the  assist- 
ance of  such  of  the  paupers  as  may  be  fit  for  the  duty,  but  under  no  circumstances 
could  a salary  be  allowed  to  a pauper. 

No  person  should  be  admitted  into  the  workhouse  hospital  who  could  not  pro- 
peiiy  be  admitted  into  the  workhouse  as  a pauper  on  the  ground  of  destitution. 
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Gort  Union, 


GORT  UNION. 

Captain  Hanley  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  24,  1848. 

The  general  state  of  the  workhouse  here  has  improved  considerably  since 
my  last  report ; as  yet  much  remains  to  be  done. 

I have  had  much  fault  to  find  with  the  female  portion  of  the  house,  as  to 
order  and  cleanliness ; but  the  matron  who  has  proved  unfit  for  her  situation, 
has  sent  in  her  resignation,  and  a notice  for  a successor  will  appear  in  the  next 
“ General  Advertiser” 

I am  using  every  effort  to  have  the  rate-books  completed ; books  for  three 
electoral  divisions  were  signed  on  Friday,  and  I have  the  collector  of  that 
portion  of  the  Union  actively  at  work. 

The  number  in  the  workhouse  is  999,  receiving  out-door  relief  7,029.  From 
the  loose  manner  in  which  I find  that  out-door  relief  has  been  hitherto  granted 
(on  the  mere  representation  of  relieving  officers,)  I have  no  doubt  many  of  the 
recipients  should  not  have  been  admitted ; hovrever,  with  the  stone-breaking 
test,  (having  received  a supply  of  tools  from  the  store  of  the  Board  of  Works,) 
I hope  soon  to  be  able  to  check  it. 

The  state  of  the  sick  for  want  of  hospital  room  is  deplorable.  We  have  128 
fever  cases  huddled  into  a small  space,  and  the  doctor  has  this  day  reported  to 
me,  that  the  apartments  occupied  by  58  dysentery  patients,  are  not  suited  with 
safety  to  receive  more  than  20. 

The  doctor  requires  a supply  of  rice  for  which  there  is  no  provision.  I beg 
to  knoio  am  I at  liberty  to  order  it. 

No  step  was  taken  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  relative  to  the  erection  of 
a fever  shed,  as  approved  of. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  25,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  crowded  state  of  the  hospital  of  the  workhouse, 
I am  to  suggest  that  the  Vice-Guardians  should  immediately  take  steps  to 
relieve  out  of  the  workhouse  such  of  the  present  inmates  as  will  enable  them 
to  provide  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  sick.  The  Guardians  are  fully 
authorized  to  provide  the  classes  coming  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Extension  Act,  with  allowances  for  lodging,  fuel,  aDd  clothing,  as  well 
as  food ; and  they  request  your  particular  attention  to  their  circular  letter  of 
the  18th  ultimo,  on  this  subject. 

It  will  be  desirable  that  you  should  consult  with  the  medical  officer  of  the 
workhouse  as  to  the  best  mode  of  separating  the  infectious  cases  in  hospital, 
so  that  the  workhouse  may  not  be  rendered  unavailable  as  a test  of  destitution. 
It  will  probably  be  found  practicable  to  make  arrangements  for  this  puipose  in 
the  buildings  at  present  available ; but  if  not  the  Vice-Guardians  should  en- 
deavour to  hire  a house  or  houses  for  the  purpose. 

The  Commissioners  think  it  probable  that  the  Vice-Guardians  may  not  yet 
have  funds  to  enable  them  to  have  the  necessary  steps  taken  promptly  in  the 
present  emergency,  and  the  Commissioners  have  therefore  applied  for  a sum 
of  500/.,  to  be  placed  at  your  disposal  for  the  puipose. 

This  sum  should  be  repaid  out  of  the  current  rates  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible. 

The  sealed  order  of  the  Commissioners  issued  yesterday,  will  have  enabled 
you  to  give  orders  for  such  of  the  provisions  required  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
as  contracts  have  been  made  for. 

The  Commissioners  think  it  may  be  useful  to  you  to  have  the  enclosed 
observations  of  the  Board  of  Health,  as  to  the  steps  which  they  recommend  to 
be  taken  in  cases  where  infectious  disease  may  be  prevalent  in  a workhouse. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Hanley  : — February  28,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  Commissioners’  order  of  the  6th  instant,  authorizing  out-door  relief  to 
the  destitute  poor  in  the  Gort  Union,  will  expire  on  the  6th  March ; and  I am 
to  request  that  you  will  inform  the  Commissioners  if,  in  your  opinion,  there  is 
any  necessity  for  a renewal  of  the  order. 


Captain  Hanley  to  the  Commissioners  in  reply  : — February  29,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  I beg  to  state  that  it 
will  be  necessary,  in  my  opinion,  to  obtain  a renewal  of  the  order  authorizing 
out-door  relief  in  this  Union  for  a period  of  two  months  longer,  to  enable  the 
Vice-Guardians  to  effect  a gradual  reduction  in  the  number  of  able-bodied 
persons  receiving  out-door  relief,  without  at  the  same  time  overcrowding  the 
workhouse,  which  in  its  present  state  must  be  avoided. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  3,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the 
preparation  of  an  order  authorizing  out- door  relief  until  the  18th  instant  only; 
I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  your  attention  to  the  Commissioners’  circular 
of  the  2nd  instant,  relating  to  the  duration  of  out-door  relief  in  the  different 
Unions  in  Ireland. 


Captain  Hanley  to  the  Commissioners: — March  1,  1848. 

Having  communicated  with  Mr.  Hall,  Vice- Guardian,  we  deemed  it 
advisable  to  visit  the  temporary  hospital  at  Kinvarra,  with  a view  of  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  carrying  out  your  instructions  as  to  providing  increased  hospital 
accommodation.  r 

We  were  accompanied  this  day  by  Dr.  Nolan,  the  medical  gentleman  in  charge. 

On  arrival  at  Kinvarra,  we  made  inquiry  as  to  the  fever  committee,  hospitai 
arrangements,  books,  &c.,  but  could  obtain  no  information  beyond  the  fact  that 
everything  was  being  carried  on  by  Dr.  Hynes,  the  medical  attendant,  and  that  the 
committee  had  long  ceased  to  act. 

On  proceeding  to  the  hospital,  -which  was  attentively  examined  by  Mr.  Hall 
the  same  irregularity  seemed  to  exist;  no  matron  or  respectable  person  in  charge* 
want  of  cleanliness,  regularity,  and  ventilation  prevailed  all  through. 

In  the  small  yard  attached  I was  shocked  and  astonished  by  the  porter  or 
servant  applying  to  me  " to  know  what  he  was  to  do  with  four  bodies,  (patients 
who  had  died  in  the  hospital)  which  he  had  in  an  out-house,  one  of  them  for 
upwards  of  four  days.  He  stated  that  the  cemetery  was  so  crowded  that  he  could 
not,  nor  dare  not,  bring  them  there;  however,  Dr.  Nolan  gave  him  directions  on 
that  head. 

. Fever.  an.  alarming  extent  prevails  in  that  very  destitute,  populous,  and 
impoverished  district,  in  which  a well-regulated  hospital  with  100  beds  would 
scarcely  meet  the  emergency ; to  the  providing  of  which,  under  competent  direction 
J cannot  too  earnestly  recommend  attention. 

The  present  hospital  is  not  calculated  to  receive  more  beds.  Dr.  Nolan  is  in 
temporary  charge,  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Hynes. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  4,  1848. 

_ , If?  ‘o  state  that  a c°Py  of  y°ur  ™port  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Central 

Hoard  of  Health. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  forward  herewith  plans  for  a temporary  fever  hospital 
and  I am  to  state,  that  if  there  are  not  at  this  time  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  to  defray  the  expense  of  erecting  such  a building,  the  Commis- 
sioners will  endeavour  to  obtain  an  advance  of  the  amount  which  you  may  report 
to  be  requisite,  provided  the  Vice-Guardians  will  repay  the  sum  out  of  the  current 
rates. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  9,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  6th  instant,  requesting  a report 
to  be  continued  weekly  of  the  state  of  the  collection  and  the  financial”  flairs  of 
the  Union  generally,  we  beg  to  state  that  immediately  on  assuming  the  duties  of 
the  office  of  Vice-Guardians  our  attention  was  called  to  the  necessity  of  ascer- 
taining the  actual  amount  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  the  means 
available  for  discharging  such  liabilities,  and  instructions  were  accordingly  c-iyen 
to  the  clerk  to  prepare  the  information  required  so  far  as  relates  to  the  debts  of 
the  Union,  with  the  utmost  accuracy,  and  with  the  greatest  possible  despatch. 
We  hope  m a few  days  to  be  furnished  with  the  necessary  particulars  to  enable  us 
to  make  the  required  report. 

As  regards  the  state  of  the  collection  we  beg  to  observe  that  there  appears  to 
have  been  a degree  of  looseness  in  transacting  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  Union, 
which  renders  it  difficult  to  arrive  at  a true  knowledge  of  the  amount  which  may 
be  available  to  the  Vice- Guardians,  either  of  the  arrears  of  former  rates  or  of  the 
rates  now  being  made.  The  new  rate  on  three  electoral  divisions  has  been  made 
and  is  now  in  course  of  collection,  and  the  books  for  the  other  seven  divisions  will 
be  ready  for  signature  on  to-morrow,  when  also  two  collectors  for  these  latter 
divisions  are  to  be  appointed.  When  these  arrrangements  shall  be  completed, 
and  an  opportunity  afforded  us  of  examining  the  rate-books  and  the  collectors’  last 
accounts,  of  which  no  statement  has  yet  been  laid  before  us,  we  will  make  the 
required  report  as  fully  and  accurately  as  possible. 


Captain  Hanley  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  13,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  circular  of  the  2nd  instant,  regarding  the  cessation 
of  out-relief  to  certain  classes  of  the  destitute  poor  on  the  18th  instant,  I beg  to 
observe,  after  mature  consideration,  and  consultation  with  the  Vice-Guardians  on 
the  subject,  I have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  under  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  Union  and  of  the  workhouse,  in  the  former  of  which  destitution  is  not 
diminishing,  and  in  the  latter  contagious  disease  is  increasing,  I could  not  advise 
the  cessation  of  out-relief  on  the  18th  instant. 

I much  fear,  from  the  extent  of  disease  in  the  house,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to 
discharge  the  greater  number  of  its  present  inmates  before  contagion  can  be  so 
entirely  removed  as  to  make  the  institution  available  as  a test  of  destitution. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  15,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you,  that  in  accordance  with  your  recommendation,  the 
Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  a renewal  of  the  order. 


Captain  Hanley  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  15,  1848. 

Aided  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  I am  using  every  effort  to  get  the  very 
neglected  affairs  of  this  Union  into  some  order — indeed  a difficult  task,  from  the- 
irregular  and  deranged  system  heretofore  practised  in  every  department. 

The  general  state  of  the  house,  wards,  yards,  &c.,  &c.,  exhibited  a decided  im- 
provement ; but  I lament  to  say,  that  disease,  fever,  and  dysentery,  as  yet  un- 
checked, prevails  to  an  alarming  extent.  Every  thing  that  order  and  cleanliness- 
can  suggest  is  being  adopted,  but  the  crowded  state  of  the  house,  and  the  distress- 
ing want  of  hospital  accommodation,  mar  our  best  efforts. 

The  urgent  necessity  of  procuring  land  for  a cemetery  was  brought  forward  by 
the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  and  a resolution  passed  to  rent  three  acres  from  Lord 
Gort,  at  same  rate  as  now  being  paid  for  the  workhouse  site  (about  71.  2s.  the 
Irish  acre). 

Mr.  Hall,  Vice-Guardian,  and  myself,  accompanied  Major  Vereker,  his  Lord- 
ship’s son,  and  agent,  to  view  some  waste  land  adjoining  the  workhouse  pre- 
mises the  day  before  yesterday,  which  we  considered  suited  for  the  purpose. 
The  Major  said  he  should  consult  his  father,  and  yesterday  I received  a message, 
“ that  as  yet  his  Lordship  has  not  made  up  his  mind.”  Really  it  is  hard,  the 
case  pressing,  willing  to  pay  an  enormous  rent,  and  to  meet  with  such  difficulty 
and  delay. 


Gort  Union. 
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The  numerous  interments  in  the  confined  grounds  about  the  house  (which  we  are 
how  having  covered  with  additional  earth),  are  quite  enough  to  create  contagion 
and  would  be  fearful  in  warm  weather. 

By  getting  the  land  convenient  to  the  workhouse,  fever  sheds  could  be  got  up 
and  so  ease  the  hospital  of  the  pressure  now  on  it. 

From  the  reports  of  the  relieving  officers,  and  my  own  observation,  few  Unions 
can  be  in  a more  deplorable  state — fever  and  dysentery  raging  in  every  quarter, 
and  a distressing  appeal  to  provide  coffins  meets  you  at  every  point. 

The  state  of  this  Union  too  truly  indicates  the  necessity  which  exists  of  pro- 
viding further  permanent  workhouse  accommodation  ; the  system  adopted  almost 
generally  by  the  proprietors,  will  make  it  imperative : the  able-bodied  out  of 
doors  can  find  no  employment;  and  when  driven  to  seek  relief  at  the  workhouse 
their  cottages  are  pulled  down,  and  they  are  thrown  with  their  families  a per- 
petual burden  upon  the  Union. 

The  excellent  working  regulations  of  the  Ballina  Vice-Guardians  I shall  en- 
deavour to  carry  out  here  ; and  when  the  clerk  of  works  (whose  arrival  we  daily 
expect  to  superintend  alterations  we  have  in  view)  affords  us  assistance,  I hope 
a workhouse  bakery  will  supply  the  wants  of  the  establishment. 

I cannot  too  warmly  express  my  high  opinion  of  Mr.  Hall,  Vice-Guardian: 
his  unceasing  efforts  and  perfect  knowledge  of  all  matters  connected  with  the 
workhouse  in  detail,  have  had  the  best  effect  in  correcting  the  abuses  which 
prevailed. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  22,  1848. 

With  respect  to  the  want  of  temporary  hospital  accommodation,  it  appears 
that  a certificate  had  been  issued  by  the  Board  of  Health  for  increased  accommo- 
dation, and  that  the  late  Board  had  made  arrangements  for  erecting  a shed,  which 
it  is  desirable  that  the  Vice-Guardians  should  have  constructed  with  the  least 
possible  delay. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  the  arrangements  for  a cemetery  will  now  be 
speedily  completed. 

The  Commissioners  are  not  aware  that  the  practice  of  pulling  down  houses  of 
persons  going  to  the  workhouse  to  apply  for  relief  has  been  general  in  the  Gort 
Union  ; but  when  any  specific  case  of  this  kind  comes  under  your  notice,  the 
Commissioners  wish  that  you  should  take  evidence  upon  oath  as  to  the  facts,  and 
thenr report  them  to  the  Commissioners. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  16,  1848. 

In  conformity  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  6th 
Distant,  that  we  should  report  on  the  state  of  the  Gort  workhouse  when  we  com- 
menced the  performance  of  our  duties,  and  also  on  its  present  state,  we  have 
taken  the  earliest  opportunity  which  our  numerous  other  urgently  pressing  duties 
would  permit,  of  complying  with  the  Commissioners’  directions. 

We  consider  it  right  in  the  outset  to  premise  that  in  consequence  of  the  extra- 
ordinary  state  of  irregularity  and  confusion  into  which  the  workhouse  and  the 
establishment  generally  had  been  allowed  to  fall  previous  to  the  dissolution  of  the 
late  Board  of  Guardians,  no  very  marked  change  could  be  expected  for  the  short 
period  we  have  been  in  office.  We  are  however  taking  the  necessary  steps  to  base 
the  system  of  management  on  the  Commissioners’  regulations,  which  seem  to  have 
been  heretofore  in  a great  measure  neglected;  and  we  hope,  notwithstanding  the 
many  difficulties  with  which  we  are  beset,  to  effect  a decided  improvement  in  a 
comparatively  short  period.  Under  the  circumstances  we  consider  it  more  advisable 
in  the  present  report  to  state  the  evils  which  exist  or  have  existed,  and  the  remedial 
or  corrective  measures  we  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  adopt. 

The  house  appears  to  have  been  well  executed,  but  scarcely  any  of  those  minor 
matters  appear  to  have  been  attended  to  which  are  always  required  after  the 
erection  of  a building  of  any  magnitude,  and  in  workhouses  are  absolutely  necessary 
for  health  and  cleanliness;  for  example,  neither  the  small  probationary  yards  nor 
the  small  yards  adjoining  the  washhouse  and  kitchen  have  been  paved,  nor  have 
the  passages  from  the  main  building  to  the  men’s  and  women’s  yards.  The  surface 
may  have  been  levelled,  and  possibly  have  received  a coating  of  broken  stones,  or 
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perhaps  the  rubbish  of  the  building  ; on  our  arrival  however  the  places  we  have 
mentioned  were  rough  and  uneven,  particularly  the  kitchen  and  washhouse  yards, 
and  passage  from  the  main  building  to  the  women’s  yard,  which  were  broken  into 
numerous  hollows,  containing  stale  soap-sups,  or  green  and  stagnant  water ; and 
at  the  women’s  side  matter  of  a more  offensive  and  injurious  description.  To 
remedy  these  evils  we  have  made  an  arrangement  for  having  the  respective  yards 
and  passages  paved ; and  in  the  meantime\ve  have  caused  the  hollows  to  be 'tilled 
apf\  the  surface  covered  with  broken  stone  and  refuse  lime ; at  the  same  time  pro- 
hibiting under  severe  punishment  the  deposit  of  urine  or  other  offensive  matter  in 
any  but  the  proper  receptacle. 

The  boys’  and  girls’  yards,  and  the  yards  of  the  lunatic  wards  and  infirmary, 
remain  to  the  present  period  without  a coating  of  broken  stone  ; the  surface  has 
been  levelled,  but  being  composed  of  ordinary  soil  it  becomes  soft  in  wet  weather, 
and  gets  into  puddle.  In  this  case  we  have  directed  that  the  earth  be  altogether 
removed  from  the  yards  and  placed  to  the  depth  of  two  feet  at  least  on  the  graves 
of  those  deceased  inmates  of  the  house  who  have  been  buried  on  the  workhouse 
site  ; to  be  replaced  in  the  yards  by  stones  detained  in  grubbing  and  digging  up 
the  land  attached  to  the  building,  and  to  be  afterwards  covered  with  fine  limestone 
gravel,  thereby  providing  a dry,  hard,  and  level  space,  available  to  the  persons  oc- 
cupying those  portions  of  the  workhouse. 

Several  other  matters  of  detail  not  necessary  to  be  mentioned  here,  remain  still 
unexecuted.  Our  best  efforts  will  be  directed  to  the  completion  of  these  with  the 
utmost  despatch — as  tending  to  promote  the  , health  of  the  inmates  and  establish 
regularity  and  cleanliness  in  the  institution. 

The  several  sewers  from  the  building  discharge  themselves  into  open  drains  at 
a short  distance  from  the  walls  of  the  house,  and  these  again  fall  into  a deep  ditch 
filled  with  water,  which  on  one  side  forms  the  boundary  of  the  premises.  We 
intend  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  having  the  drains  covered  in  to  the  ditch, 
and  for  sinking  the  latter  as  mnch  as  possible  to  draw  off  the  water  which  would 
otherwise  become  stagnant  in  summer  and  probably  cause  malaria,  prejudicial  to 
the  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  house. 

Closely  adjoining  the  infirmary  and  temporary  fever  sheds  on  the  same  side  of 
the  building,  is  a very  large  heap  of  manure,  the  fetid  exhalations  from  which  must 
certainly  be  injurious  to  the  occupants  of  that  portion  of  the  institution.  It  will 
be  our  duty  to  have  this  nuisance  removed  without  delay. 

On  going  over  the  workhouse  grounds  immediately  after  our  arrival,  we  became 
aware  of  a practice  which  it  appears  has  prevailed  here  for  the  last  six  years,  and 
which,  independently  of  its  injurious  moral  tendency,  will,  we  much  fear,  operate 
most  prejudicially  on  the  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  house.  We  allude  to  the 
fact  of  the  greater  number  of  the  deceased  inmates  of  the  workhouse  having  been 
buried  in  the  workhouse  land,  and  in  many  cases  within  a very  short  distance  of 
the  building,  from  the  opening  of  the  house  up  to  the  present  period.  After 
careful  inquiry  and  inspection  of  the  record  of  deaths  we  are  led  to  believe  that  at 
least  1C00  bodies  have  been  disposed  of  in  this  manner,  by  much  the  greater 
portion  victims  of  the  vastly  increased  mortality  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
workhouse  since  last  spring  having  been  interred  within  the  last  12  months.  This 
practice  is  rendered  much  more  objectionable  and  dangerous  by  the  slight  covering 
of  earth  which  the  coffins  receive — not  more  than  18  inches.  We  regret  to  say 
that  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  provide  a remedy  for  this  great  evil ; we  have 
however  in  conjunction  with  Captain  Hanley,  inspector  of  the  Union,  made  use  of 
every  effort  to  induce  Lord  Gort  to  complete  the  arrangement  entered  into  with 
the  late  Board,  for  letting  three  acres  of  land  to  be  used  as  a cemetery  for  the  de- 
ceased inmates  of  the  workhouse.  We  have  reason  to  hope  that  the  matter  will 
be  finally  settled  in  a few  days,  and  the  ground  available  for  the  required  purpose. 
In  the  meantime  we  have  directed  that  all  new  graves  be  made  of  a sufficient  depth, 
and  that  those  existing  at  the  period  of  our  arrival  be  covered  to  the  depth  of  two 
feet  more  with  earth  taken  from  the  boys’  and  girls’  yard  as  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned. 

We  next  come  to  the  workhouse  buildings  which  we  ascertained  were  intended 
to  accommodate  500  inmates.  No  permanent  additional  accommodation  has  been 
provided,  although  at  many  other  workhouses  ou  which  the  pressure  of  destitution 
has  not  been  greater,  or  perhaps  so  great  as  on  this,  additional  buildings  have 
been  erected.  For  temporary  accommodation  we  found  two  sheds  similar  to  those 
recommended  for  temporary  fever  hospitals  last  year,  each  capable  of  containing 
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Gort  Union.  about  100  persons.  One  of  these,  situated  in  the  yards  of  the  infirmary  buildings 
and  lunatic  wards,  was  finished,  and  occupied  by  fever  patients;  the  other,  which 
is  placed  inside  the  wall  of  the  women’s  yard,  was  left  unfinished  about  three  weeks 
before  our  arrival.  We  have  caused  it  to  be  completed  and  divided  into  two 
portions : one  to  be  occupied  as  a day-room  by  infants  under  two  years  of  age  with 
their  nurses,  and  the  other  by  female  convalescents  from  dysentery;  the  great 
increase  of  this  disease  within  the  last  few  weeks  having  rendered  additional 
apartments  more  necessary  for  the  dysenteric  class  than  for  any  other. 

A house  has  been  taken  in  the  town  of  Gort  for  the  female  school  children  and 
the  schoolmistress.  It  will  afford  accommodation  in  day  or  schoolroom,  and 
sleeping  apartments  for  200  or  250  persons,  together  with  an  apartment  in  which 
the  children’s  food  is  prepared,  and  which  is  also  used  as  a washhouse.  The  build- 
ing appears  to  be  well  adapted  for  the  required  purposes,  except  as  regards  the 
supply  of  water  for  drinking  or  culinary  purposes,  there  being  none  now  available 
but  that  of  a river  which  runs  by  the  house  and  which  in  summer  may  perhaps  be 
unwholesome.  We  hope  however  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  put  it  to  the  test,  as 
from  inquiries  we  have  made  we  have  learned  that  there  was  at  one  period  a pump 
on  the  premises,  the  well  of  which  is  still  in  existence.  For  this  we  shall  imme- 
diately cause  diligent  search  to  be  made,  and  thus  relieve  ourselves  from  all  appre- 
hension on  the  score  of  the  supply  of  water. 

On  taking  charge  of  the  Union  our  attention  was  at  once  directed  to  the 
ventilation  of  the  workhouse.  Upon  examination  we  found  that  notwithstanding 
the  repeatedly  urged  requests  of  the  Commissioners  that  additional  ventilation 
should  be  provided  for,  and  notwithstanding  the  vast  amount  of  disease  which  has 
existed  in  the  house,  and  caused  such  a very  great  mortality  for  the  last  12  months, 
no  measures  had  been  taken  for  furnishing  the  inmates  with  a sufficient  supply  of 
fresh  air.  Even  the  quantity  of  ventilation  originally  intended  was  not  available, 
as  many  of  the  windows  could  not  be  opened,  and  several  of  the  wall  ventilators 
were  out  of  order.  To  remedy  this  evil  as  much  as  possible,  we  have  caused  all 
the  windows  to  be  opened,  whether  they  could  or  could  not  be  again  closed ; and 
we  have  at  the  same  time  applied  to  the  Commissioners’  architect  for  the  services 
of  a competent  person  to  superintend  a general  and  thorough  ventilation  of  the 
workhouse  buildings. 

We  learn  that  for  a considerable  period  the  probationary  wards  have  not  been 
available  for  the  reception  of  paupers,  or  for  relieving  the  pressure  on  the  house, 
having  been  applied  to  a different  purpose  altogether  from  that  which  they  were 
intended  for.  The  upper  male  ward  had  been  converted  into  a waiting-room  for 
the  relieving  officers,  and  the  upper  female  ward  into  a paupers’  clothes  store. 
From  the  former  a doorway  had  been  opened  into  the  Board-room  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  relieving  officers ; and  in  the  latter  the  accumulated  old  clothes 
of  the  last  six  years  were  thrown  in  a heap,  without  having  undergone  any 
cleansing  or  disinfecting  process  whatsoever.  The  apartment  over  the  Board- 
room  which  was  originally  intended  for  a store  for  the  old  clothes  of  the  paupers 
was  occupied  with  the  workhouse  clothing.  We  remedied  these  irregularities  as 
much  as  possible,  by  causing  the  doorway  from  the  male  probationary  ward  to  be 
built  up;  the  workhouse  clothing  to  be  removed  to  the  clothing  store;  the 
paupers  old  clothes  to  he  opened  and  sprinkled  with  a disinfecting  solution, 
previous  to  their  removal  from  the  ward,  and  by  causing  a quantity  of  lumber 
which  had  been  allowed  to  accumulate  in  the  lower  probationary  wards  to  he 
removed. 

In  going  through  the  house  we  discovered  that  three  stoves  originally  placed 
in  the  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  infirmary,  and  four  stoves  in  the  rooms 
on  the  ground  floor  of  the  main  building  had  been  removed  for  the  purpose  of 
substituting  grates,  which  however  have  not  been  put  up ; and  in  consequence 
the  fires  in  these  apartments,  including  two  dormitories  in  the  infirmary,  the  aged 
male  and  female  dormitories,  and  the  boys’  and  girls’  schoolrooms,  are  made  on 
the  hearth ; whereby,  in  addition  to  a vastly  increased  consumption  of  fuel,  the 
smoke  from  the  fires  had  discoloured  the  walls  and  ceilings,  and  the  quantity  of 
ashes  produced  on  the  floor,  renders  it  impossible  to  keep  the  rooms  in  a satisfac- 
tory state  as  to  cleanliness.  We  have  ordered  grates  to  be  placed  in  the  several 
apartments  abovementioned. 

We  were  much  surprised  to  discover  that  the  workhouse  land  lias  not  yet  been 
completely  fenced  in.  The  boundary  on  one  side  is  still  an  almost  imaginary  line. 
Our  attention  will  be  directed  to  this  matter  at  an  early  period. 
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At  the  time  of  our  arrival  there  were  1082  paupers  on  the  workhouse  hooks, 
of  whom  162  were  in  the  additional  building  taken  for  the  female  school  children 
at  Gort ; 270  were  in  the  infirmary  and  fever  sheds,  leaving  650  persons  in  the 
main  building,  nearly  double  the  number  that  portion  of  the  house  was  intended 
to  accommodate.  We  immediately  made  arrangements  for  discharging  on  out- 
relief  those  classes  for  the  proof  of  whose  destitution  the  workhouse  test  is  not  so 
necessary  as  for  able-bodied  males  and  able-bodied  single  females,  these  being  the 
only  classes  we  were  anxious  to  retain  in  the  house ; yet,  although  we  have  been 
enabled  by  this  course  of  proceeding  to  discharge  about  300  persons,  so  great  is 
the  pressure  of  destitution,  that  the  vacancies  thus  created  were  immediately  filled 
up  by  the  classes  to  whom  the  application  of  the  workhouse  test  is  considered 
desirable.  In  this  state  of  things  we  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  giving  out- 
relief  to  many  able-bodied  men  and  their  families,  the  condition  of  its  receipt  being, 
that  all  the  able-bodied  males  should  work  at  least  eight  hours  a day  at  stone- 
breaking,  or  such  other  labour  as  might  be  provided.  In  our  report  on  the  general 
state  of  the  Union  we  will  enter  more  at  length  on  the  extent  of  destitution  and 
its  probable  continuance  for  a considerable  period,  being  the  natural  consequence 
of  causes  which  are  now  in  active  operation. 

Our  attention  was  directed  at  an  early  period  to  the  state  of  the  infirmary, 
temporary  sheds,  and  to  the  state  of  the  sick  generally.  We  found  270  persons 
on  the  medical  officer’s  books,  of  whom  300  were  in  the  temporary  fever  sheds, 
while  the  remainder,  consisting  of  dysenteric  patients,  convalescents  from  that 
disease  and  from  fever,  children  suffering  from  measles,  and  the  ordinary  cases  of 
sickness,  with  two  cases  of  small  pox,  were  crowded  together  in  the  infirmary 
and  idiot  wards;  thus  in  fact  huddling  together  170  persons  in  apartments  which 
were  intended  to  accommodate  not  more  than  60 ; and  in  this  instance  the  original 
extent  of  accommodation  has  been  diminished  by  appropriating  the  two  day-rooms 
on  the  ground  floor,  one  for  the  purposes  of  a surgery,  and  the  other  as  a kitchen 
or  cooking-house  for  the  hospital.  In  the  male  and  female  idiot  cells,  intended  to 
contain  12  persons,  we  found  53  patients  labouring  under  dysentery.  There  is 
no  day-room  available.  Every  apartment  is  a dormitory,  in  which  the  inmates 
sleep  three  or  four,  or  more,  in  a bed ; and  the  result  is  obvious ; relapses  are  most 
frequent,  and  the  mortality  excessive. 

The  causes  which  have  tended  to  place  the  infirmary  department  of  the  work- 
house  in  its  present  peculiarly  difficult  position  may  he  briefly  explained  here, 
although  it  may  be  considered  that  the  subject  more  properly  belongs  to  our  report 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  generally.  In  consequence  of  there  being  no  other 
institution  in  the  Union  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  contagious  diseases 
("except  the  small  temporary  fever  hospital  at  Kiuvarra,  which,  is  always  full),  the 
practice  heretofore  has  been  to  send  to  the  workhouse  all  diseased  poor  persons, 
no  matter  in  what  part  of  the  Union  they  may  have  been  taken  ill,  thereby,  in 
fact,  making  it  the  cesspool  of  contagion  for  the  entire  Union.  At  the  same 
time  no  arrangements  were  made  for  the  proper  treatment  of  such  a mass  of  dis- 
ease. The  only  step  taken  was  the  erection  of  temporary  sheds  with  sleeping 
rooms  for  100  fever  patients ; hut  no  day  room  was  provided ; no  wards  were 
provided  for  convalescents ; nothing  was  done  to  prevent  communication  with  the 
body  of  the  house ; nor  were  there  any  decisive  measures  adopted  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  contagion  among  all  the  inmates.  No  separate  washhouse,  store-rooms, 
or  cooking  apparatus  were  procured,  except  a small  boiler,  or  two  for  heating 
water  or  making  whey.  The  clothes  belonging  to  the  patients  were  scattered 
carelessly  about  the  yards  of  the  infirmary  without  having  previously  undergone 
any  cleansing  or  disinfecting  process.  In  short,  from  the  operation  of  all  these 
causes,  coupled  with  the  overcrowded  state  of  the  house,  the  want  of  a proper- 
supply  of  clothing,  and  the  deficiency  in  ventilation,  the  cases  of  fever  and  dysen- 
tery occurring  among  the  inmates,  were  so  numerous  and  so  frequent,  that  it  may 
almost  be  said  that  the  entire  institution  was  one  mass  of  contagious  disease. 

The  difficulty  that  met  us  here  was  greater  than  any  other.  Additional  space 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  give  the  sick  a chance  of  recovery ; yet  in  the  town 
of  Gort  we  could  not  obtain  a house  of  any  description  for  the  sick  ; in  fact  the 
bare  mention  of  such  an  idea  caused  a kind  of  ferment  among  the  inhabitants. 
We  could  not  even  learn  of  any  proper  building  in  the  country  which  would  be 
let  for  such  a purpose.  We  could  not  introduce  the  sick  into  the  main  building, 
which  was  still  overcrowded  notwithstanding  the  large  number  we  had  discharged; 
nor  could  we  even  obtain  a house  or  houses  sufficient  for  the  accommodation  of 
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the  school  boys,  whom  we  were  most  anxious  to  send  with  the  master  from  the 
workhouse.  Under  these  circumstances  we  have  advertised  for  a house  in  any 
part  of  the  Union,  and  in  the  meantime,  in  order  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  the 
hospital  department,  we  have  prepared  the  upper  male  and  female  probationary 
wards,  and  half  the  new  shed  in  the  women’s  yard  for  the  reception  of  convales- 
cents. We  have  also  instructed  the  relieving  officers  not  to  send  sick  persons  to 
the  workhouse  henceforward,  but  to  relieve  them  in  their  own  residence,  reserving 
the  hospital  accommodation  at  the  workhouse  for  the  inmates  of  the  institution. 
Cases,  however,  we  regret  to  say,  occur  almost  daily,  where  persons,  generally 
strangers  in  the  locality,  are  found  lying  sick  on  the  streets  or  on  the  road  side ; 
to  these  no  one  will  give  admission  even  for  payment,  and  we  are  therefore  reluc- 
tantly compelled  to  receive  them  into  the  workhouse. 

We  readily  admit  that  the  arrangements  we  have  just  mentioned  are  merely 
makeshift  expedients  to  meet  the  pressure  for  the  moment.  After  mature  consi- 
deration we  are  satisfied  that  to  remove  contagion  from  the  workhouse,  and  to 
arrest  its  progress  throughout  the  Union,  decided  and  energetic  measures  must  be 
adopted.  We  propose,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  first  obtained,  to 
erect  on  a portion  of  the  three  acres  of  land  about  to  be  taken  from  Lord  Gort, 
temporary  sheds  for  the  accommodation  of  at  least  300  persons,  with  apartments 
for  the  medical  officers  and  nurses,  a washhouse,  kitchen,  and  storeroom,  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  in  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  communication  to  Captain  Hanley,  the 
inspector  of  the  Union.  To  these  sheds  which  will  be  placed  at  a sufficient  dis- 
tance from  the  workhouse  to  prevent  communication,  and  still  near  enough  to 
allow  constant  supervision,  we  propose  to  remove  from  the  workhouse  and  sheds 
adjoining  all  the  fever  and  dysenteric  patients,  now  amounting  to  nearly  200,  with 
the  hospital  nurse  and  her  staff.  The  spare  room  in  the  new  sheds  will  be  avail- 
able for  persons  not  being  inmates  of  the  house,  suffering  from  either  of  the  above 
diseases,  and  for  whom  at  present  there  is  no  hospital  accommodation.  The 
workhouse  buildings  will  thus  be  freed  from  all  cases  of  contagious  disease,  and 
the  whole  house,  including  the  new  apartment  to  be  erected  over  the  idiot  wards 
and  sheds  and  the  temporary  shed  in  the  woman’s  yard  will  be  available  to  test  the 
destitution  of  the  able-bodied.  There  may  perhaps  remain  in  the  infirmary  a few 
persons  labouring  under  chronic  disease,  or  afflicted  with  sores  of  a peculiarly 
malignant  character,  who  cannot  be  properly  relieved  outside.  The  sheds  to  the 
rear  of  the  infirmary  we  propose  to  retain  as  recovery  rooms  for  convalescents 
from  fever  or  dysentery,  in  which  they  may  remain  for  some  short  period  previous 
to  their  admission  into  the  body  of  the  house,  or  to  their  final  discharge  from  the 
institution. 

At  Kinvarra,  a most  impoverished  district,  in  which  fever  prevails  to  an 
alarming  extent,  we  propose  to  erect  sheds  to  accommodate  100  patients,  retaining 
the  building  now  used  as  a temporary  hospital  for  the  purpose  of  a convalescent 
ward  after  providing  therein  a room  for  the  medical  officer,  a kitchen,  washhouse, 
and  store-room. 

By  these  arrangements,  if  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners,  we  hope  we  may 
be  able  to  provide  for  the  more  destitute  portion  of  the  sick  poor  in  this  Union. 
If,  however,  the  increase  of  contagious  disease  should  require  further  accom- 
modation, we  shall  be  prepared  to  suggest  the  erection  of  temporary  hospitals  in 
other  parts  of  the  Union,  or  the  extension  of  those  now  proposed,  as  may  seem 
most  expedient. 

At  the  _ same  time  we  strongly  recommend,  that  in  addition  to  raising  a story 
over  the  idiot  wards  and  sheas  some  further  permanent  enlargement  of  the 
workhouse  should  be  made.  We  have  good  grounds  for  believing  that  from 
causes  which  are  now,  and  for  some  time  past  have  been  in  operation,  and  which 
we  will  fully  explain  in  our  report  on  the  state  of  the  Union  generally,  that  for 
some  years  to  come  the  number  of  able-bodied  who  will  require  relief  will  be  very 
considerable.  J 

Having  now  disposed  of  the  workhouse  buildings,  &c.,  we  come  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  institution ; with  regard  to  which  we  feel  bound  to  say,  though 
with  reluctance,  that  the  greatest  possible  neglect  has  been  manifested  by  the  late 
Board  of  Guardians.  The  admixture  of  the  classes  appears  to  have  been  almost 
general ; discipline  had  disappeared ; cleanliness  was  altogether  neglected ; and 
idleness  would  seem  to  have  been  the  general  rule,  the  exceptions  to  which  were 
very  few  indeed.  Through  the  exertions  of  Captain  Hanley,  previous  to  our 
arrival,  whitewashing  had  been  commenced,  and  some  of  the  tables  and  forms 
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subjected  to  a cleansing  process,  but  the  general  appearance  of  the  workhouse  and  Gort  Union, 
its  inmates  were  dirty  in  the  extreme.  This,  however,  was  not  a matter  of  much 
surprise,  when  we  discovered  that  scarcely  half  the  inmates  had  a full  suit  of  the 
workhouse  clothing ; most  of  them  wore  one  or  more  articles  belonging  to  them- 
selves. The  quantity  of  clothing  in  the  house  was  altogether  insufficient.  The 
total  number  of  shoes  belonging  to  the  Union  was  three  pairs,  and  there  was  not 
a single  man’s  cap  in  the  workhouse.  A change  of  linen  or  any  other  article  of 
dress  was  very  seldom  obtained ; and  it  was  stated,  that  on  some  occasions  several 
of  the  inmates  had  been  for  days  without  either  shirts  or  shifts.  The  officers  of 
the  house  were  overworked.  The  only  assistance  they  could  procure  was  that  of 
paupers  who  were  allowed  some  extra  diet  or  small  pecuniary  payment,  but  whose 
services  in  such  cases  are  seldom  of  much  value.  The  schoolmaster  was  ill  of 
fever.  The  master  had  some  time  previously  recovered  from  a severe  attack  of 
that  disease.  The  matron  had  resigned,  and  the  hospital  nurse  had  preceded  our 
arrival  but  a few  days ; the  former  nurse  having  been  dismissed  for  incompetency. 

Bakers’  bread,  of  nominally  the  best  quality,  was  the  principal  article  of  food  for 
dinner,  yet  there  was  no  contract  for  its  supply,  and  the  quality  was  very  inferior 
though  the  price  was  excessive.  Neither  was  there  a contract  for  groceries,  oat- 
meal, turf — the  only  article  of  fuel  in  use  since ; or  the  numerous  other  small 
articles  constantly  required  at  a workhouse.  The  only  articles  for  which 
contracts  existed  were  Indian  meal,  new  milk,  meat,  soap,  salt,  and  coffins,  the 
prices  being  generally  high,  and  the  quality  indifferent.  These  contracts  had  not 
been  regularly  executed,  being  merely  accepted  tenders.  No  fixed  dietary  could 
he  said  to  be  observed.  The  quantity  of  food  supplied  to  the  able-bodied  did  not 
appear  to  be  excessive,  yet  the  average  weekly  cost  was  very  high.  In  short,  the 
entire  institution  was  in  a state  of  the  greatest  irregularity  and  confusion. 

The  books  of  account  and  other  workhouse  and  Union  books  betrayed  the 
same  negligence  and  mismanagement.  The  half-year’s  accounts  up  to  the  29th 
September  last  have  not  yet  been  audited.  Many  entries  in  the  Provision  Books, 

Admission  and  Discharge  Books,  and  relief  lists  were  made  in  pencil ; and  the 
blots,  mistakes,  and  irregularities  were  so  numerous  and  so  glaring,  as  to  prove 
that  no  proper  supervision  had  been  exercised  over  them  for  the  last  10  or  12 
months,  and  that  any  attempt  to  put  them  in  order  now  would  be  a hopeless 
task.  The  workhouse  register  was  similarly  circumstanced ; intended  for  8000 
names,  the  entries  in  it  had  ceased  at  6440,  and  a new  register  had  been  com- 
menced. The  clerk’s  books  were  not  exempt  from  the  general  charge  of  irre- 
gularity and  confusion ; the  ledger  had  not  been  properly  entered  up  since  the 
termination  of  the  last  half-year ; scarcely  any  entries  of  payments  had  been  made, 
and  no  entries  whatsoever  relating  to  out-relief,  though  it  has  been  in  operation 
for  many  weeks.  The  minute  was  also  defective  in  several  particulars.  The 
relieving  officers’  Application  and  Report  Books  and  relief  lists  were  not  properly 
entered  up.  The  classification  on  the  statistical  side  of  the  latter  was  absurd. 

The  rate  books  and  collecting  books  were  irregularly  filled  up.  The  rate  receipt 
check  books  were  not  numbered  or  initialed.  There  was  no  mark  on  the  latter, 
or  on  the  collecting  books,  to  indicate  that  they  had  been  subjected  to  the  weekly 
or  monthly  examination.  Arrears  which  had  been  struck  off  by  the  former 
Board  as  not  recoverable,  were  still  carried  forward  in  the  accounts ; and  scarcely 
any  lodgments  of  rate  had  been  made  with  the  treasurer  for  the  last  six  months, 
the  sums  collected  having  been  handed  to  the  clerk  who  paid  away  the  amount 
on  cheques  drawn  by  the  Board  or  on  bills  furnished.  The  monthly  return  of 
liabilities  showed  the  debts  of  the  Union  to  be  much  under  their  actual  amount, 
from  a practice  which  prevailed  of  not  calling  for  or  including  many  current 
accounts  till  the  termination  of  the  half-year.  It  appeared  that  large  sums  had 
been  advanced  to  the  master  to  purchase  provisions,  See.,  for  which  he  was  not 
required  to  account  for  a long  period.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  proceed  further, 
the  instances  we  have  adduced  will  afford  a sufficient  insight  into  the  manner  in 
which  matters  were  managed  in  the  Gort  Union. 

Having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  appears  to  us  that  the 
irregularity  and  confusion  may  in  a great  measure  be  attributed  to  the  late  Board 
of  Guardians,  who  introduced  into  the  workhouse  nearly  double  the  number  ot 
inmates  it  was  intended  to  contain  without  making  any  provision  for  their  accom- 
modation or  proper  treatment;  who,  on  the  appearance  of  fever  in  the  Union 
instead  of  requiring  Relief  Committees  to  do  their  duty  and  establish  temporary 
hospitals  in  their  respective  localities,  through  a mistaken  spirit  of  economy,  allowed 
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the  workhouse  to  become,  with  one  trifling  exception,  the  general  receptacle  for 
the  contagion  of  the  entire  Union;  who  allowed  the  workhouse  to  be  used  by  the 
Relief  Committee  as  a depot  for  the  distribution  of  food  under  the  Temporary- 
Act,  thereby  materially  interfering  with  the  discipline  of  the  inmates ; and  who, 
notwithstanding  the  certainty  of  very  great  destitution,  and  the  probability  of  an 
extensive  spreading  of  disease,  made  no  adequate  preparations  for  providing  funds 
to  meet  the  emergency,  but  left  the  Union  in  debt  at  least  5000Z.,  and  left  the 
-workhouse  and  its  inmates  in  such  a state  that  a further  outlay  of  perhaps  1500£, 
is  necessary  to  provide  a sufficient  quantity  of  bedding,  clothing,  furniture,  and 
utensils  for  the  institution. 

We  have  spared  no  exertion  to  remedy  the  evils  we  have  mentioned,  and  lay  the 
foundation  of  a proper  system  of  management  based  on  the  Commissioners’  regu- 
lations. It  would  be  useless  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  each  particular  matter,  but 
it  is  right  to  add,  that  in  all  our  proceedings  we  had  the  full  concurrence  and  co- 
operation of  Captain  Hanley,  the  Inspector  of  the  Union,  who  has  afforded  us  the 
most  valuable  assistance  and  suppox*t  since  our  arrival. 

We  have  not  as  yet  suggested  the  removal  of  any  of  the  officers ; we  wish  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  doing  their  duty  properly,  proper  means  being  afforded 
them.  If,  however,  the  duty  shall  not  be  efficiently  performed,  we  shall  not  hesi- 
tate to  recommend  their  dismissal. 

We  request  the  Commissioners’  opinion  on  the  suggestions  made  in  the 
present  report,  and  also  their  advice  generally  on  the  subjects  we  have  referred 
to. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  27,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  report  of  the  16th 
instant,  on  the  state  in  which  you  found  the  workhouse  of  Govt  Union,  when  you 
entered  on  the  discharge  of  your  duties  as  Vice-Guardians,  and  the  means  already 
taken  or  proposed  to  be  immediately  adopted  for  rendering  the  workhouse  more  fit 
for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor. 

The  Commissioners  fully  approve  of  the  steps  already  taken,  more  particularly 
the  precautionary  measure  of  having  additional  earth  placed  over  the  graves  in 
the  workhouse  ground,  where  you  found  that  so  many  bodies  had  been  interred  at 
a depth  of  only  18  inches ; also  the  course  you  propose  to  adopt  for  relieving  the 
overcrowded  sick  and  idiot  wards,  by  constructing  on  the  additional  ground  agreed 
to  be  taken  from  Lord  Gort,  temporary  sheds  for  300  persons,  to  which  you  intend 
to  remove  all  patients  in  fever  or  dysentery. 

The  Commissioners,  however,  have  not  sufficient  information  before  them  to 
enable  them  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of  the  hospital  extension  proposed  to  be 
made  at  Kinvarra,  for  100  patients.  There  being  a temporary  hospital  at  that 
place  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Health,  any  extension  of  it  to  be  made 
should  have  that  Board’s  sanction ; and  the  Commissioners  recommend  that 
application  be  made  to  the  Board  for  a requisition  to  authorize  it,  otherwise  any 
hospital  to  be  established  there  by  you,  should  be  considered  as  one  under  the  16th 
section  of  the  Act  6 and  7 Viet.  cap.  92;  and  the  medical  officer  appointed  and 
paid  by  the  Board  of  Health  might  object  to  attend  to  the  patients. 

The  want  of  cleanliuess  which  you  found  in  the  workhouse  must  be  considered 
as  inexcusable ; but  the  irregularity  in  the  clothing  and  classification  is  ascribed  to 
the  great  number  of  admissions  and  discharges  made  in  each  week  by  the  late 
Board,  from  the  extensive  application  of  the  workhouse  test.  Allowance  must 
also  be  made  for  the  great  extent  of  sickness  which  prevailed  in  the  workhouse 
before  October,  1847. 

The  supply  of  clothing,  deficient  from  want  of  funds,  owing  to  neglect  in  the 
collection  and  levying  of  rates,  was,  as  the  Commissioners  have  been  informed, 
in  course  of  being  replenished  when  the  order  for  dissolving  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians  was  issued,  a stock  of  clothing  materials  having  been  purchased,  and 
being  then  about  to  be  prepared. 

The  irregularities  in  the  changes  of  pauper  clothing,  the  overcrowding  of  the 
workhouse,  the  neglect  of  ventilation,  the  waste  of  fuel  for  want  of  grates,  and 
the  very  serious  mismanagement  in  obtaining  supplies,  as  well  as  the  reprehensible 
practice  of  employing  the  clerk  to  receive  payments  from  the  collectors,  and 
flPPty  the  funds  in  discharge  of  cheques  previously  issued,  or  accounts  already 
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due,  all  appear  to  have  arisen  from  neglect  in  the  collection  and  levying  of  sufficient 
rates. 

The  irregularities  in  the  accounts  show  neglect  in  the  officers  of  the  Union,  as 
well  as  in  the  late  Board  of  Guardians ; but  the  Commissioners  approve  of  jour 
proposal  to  allow  them  an  opportunity  of  fully  executing  their  duties  on  being 
afforded  proper  means. 

The  close  investigation  of  neglect  and  abuse  which  you  have  made,  and  so  amply 
reported,  gives  the  Commissioners  assurance  that  through  your  exertion,  the  ad- 
ministration of  relief  in  the  Union  will  be  steadily  advanced  to  a state  of  con- 
formity with  the  law,  and  with  the  regulations  of  the  Commissioners. 


Captain  Hanley  to  the  Commissioners: — March  18,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  accompanying  a com- 
munication which  the  Commissioners  had  received  from  the  Under  Secretary’s 
office,  relative  to  the  decease  of  a man  named  Foley,  who  was  stated  to  have  died 
from  want  and  destitution,  I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
Commissioners,  that  I have  caused  diligent  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  have  learned  the  following  particulars  relative  to  the 
deceased  person. 

Michael  Foley,  aged  14,  was  the  son  of  Michael  Foley,  of  Caherfonvose,  in 
the  parish  of  Killeevy,  in  this  Union ; he  did  not  however  commonly  reside  with, 
his  father,  but  was  in  the  habit  of  rambling  about.  On  the  1st  of  February  last, 
he  was  committed  by  Mr.  Lambert,  J.P.,  of  Aggard,  to  the  county  gaol  at  Galway 
for  one  month,  for  begging  in  the  village  or  street  of  Croughvvell,  where  he  was 
arrested  by  the  police  of  that  station.  On  Sunday,  the  27th  February,  he  called 
at  the  house  of  one  Michael  Connolly,  of  Tullanroe,  being  then  apparently 
suffering  from  severe  illness.  In  reply  to  questions  put  by  Mrs.  Connolly,  he 
stated,  He  had  been  discharged  from  Gaol  on  the  Friday  or  Saturday  previous,  and 
that  he  had  slept  at  one  Michael  Kelly’s,  of  Cahlwood,  on  Saturday  night.  He 
got  some  oaten  bread  at  Connolly’s,  whose  family  were  most  anxious  for  his 
departure,  being  afraid  of  taking  the  disease  under  which  he  appeared  to  be- 
labouring. After  leaving  Connolly’s,  he  was  not  seen  until  Tuesday  the  29th 
February,  on  which  day  about  II  o’clock,  he  was  found  dead  in  a held  at  the 
distance  of  a quarter  of  a mile  from  Connolly’s  house,  by  Michael  Connolly,  who 
immediately  gave  information  to  the  police.  When  discovered  he  appeared  to 
have  been  dead  for  some  time,  and  had  a piece  of  the  oaten  bread  given  him  by  the 
Connollys  in  his  pocket. 

Subsequently  to  the  commitment  of  the  deceased,  his  father,  Michael  Foley, 
applied  for  relief  to  the  relieving  officer  of  the  district,  and  in  two  or  three 
days  after  was  admitted  into  the  Gort  workhouse,  where  he  and  his  family  now 
are. 

Under  all  the  circumstances,  it  appears  probable,  that  the  boy,  Michael  Foley, 
got  ill  in  Galway  gaol,  where  disease  now  prevails  to  a great  extent ; in  con- 
sequence whereof,  and  from  the  over-crowded  state  of  the  prison,  he  was  dis- 
charged a day  or  two  before  the  expiration  of  his  period  of  imprisonment;  and 
that  he  died  from  the  effects  of  disease,  cold,  and  exhaustion,  and  not  from  star- 
vation, as  reported  by  the  sub-inspector,  soon  after  leaving  Michael  Connolly's* 
not  having  been  able  to  obtain  admission  into  any  house  in  the  neighbourhood, 
the  people  having  the  greatest  dread  of  persons  supposed  to  be  labouring  under 
sickness. 

He  made  no  application  to  the  relieving  officer,  nor  was  any  application  .made 
on  his  behalf  after  being  discharged  from  prison,  or  previously  to  his  commit- 
ment. 


Captain  Hanley  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  27,  1848. 

In  consequence  of  destitution  prevailing  to  a vast  extent  in  this  Union,  and 
very  little  employment  being  afforded  by  the  proprietors  or  farmers,  together  with 
the  want  of  room  in  the  workhouse,  in  which  disease  is  prevalent,  I beg  to  recom- 
mend a further  extension  of  the  order  sanctioning  out-door  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied. 


Gort  Union. 
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Gort  Union. 


It  is  difficult  under  existing  circumstances  to  fix  the  precise  time  for  which  th  s 
renewal  may  be  necessary  ; but  at  present  I will  say  for  one  month  (from  1st  April 
to  1st  May  j,  for  which  period  I am  quite  certain  it  will  be  required. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  29,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  a 
renewal  of  the  order  for  one  month. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  27,  1848. 

In  conformity  with  the  instructions  of  the  Commissioners  conveyed  to  us 
in  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  that  we  should  report  weekly  on  the  state  of  the 
collection  of  the  poor-rate  in  the  Gort  Union,  and  that  it  would  be  desirable  in 
our  first  report  to  advert  to  the  state  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union  generally,  we  beg 
leave  to  submit  our  first  communication  on  the  subject. 

We  fully  concur  in  opinion  with  the  Commissioners  that  we  should,  at  the  out- 
set, have  under  review  the  general  state  of  the  Union.  From  the  peculiar  position 
in  which  the  country  is  now  placed,  and  the  extent  to  which  relief  under  the 
Poor  Law  must  be  carried  into  operation,  the  social  relations  and  conditions  of 
the  people,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  Union  generally,  will  either  influence,  or 
be  influenced,  by  the  proceedings  consequent  thereon ; it  is,  therefore,  most 
desirable  that  the  condition  of  the  district  should  be  accurately  known  and  care- 
fully considered,  preliminary  to  the  adoption  of  any  decided  course  for  providing 
and  administering  relief  to  the  destitute,  in  order  that  the  measures  to  be  taken 
may  have  a fair  chance  of  success. 

The  necessity  for  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  Gort  Union  was 
forcibly  impressed  on  our  minds  when  we  commenced  the  performance  of  our 
duties.  We  were,  moreover,  desirous,  that  our  first  communication  to  the  Com- 
missioners on  the  subject  should  be  as  ample  as  possible,  and  we  have,  therefore, 
devoted  much  of  our  attention  to  the  acquisition  of  the  requisite  information.  We 
now  proceed  to  state  the  result  of  our  investigations. 

The  Gort  Union,  situated  in  the  counties  of  Galway  and  Clare,  the  greater 
portion,  however,  in  the  former  county,  contains  a population,  according  to  the 
census  of  1841,  of  43,543  persons,  its  estimated  extent  is  108.975  acres,  and  its 
net  annual  value,  according  to  the  last  made  rate,  is  52,965^.  The  face  of  the 
country  is  considerably  diversified,  in  some  districts  rising  into  ranges  of  hills  of 
some  height,  and  in  others,  stretching  away  in  an  almost  level  plain ; broken 
grouud  or  isolated  hills  are  not  unfreqnent,  and  in  these  latter  localities  are 
numerous  bogs  and  lakes  of  greater  or  ldss  extent.  The  extended  chains  of  hills, 
or,  as  they  are  called  here  mountains,  consist  chiefly  of  bog  and  coarse  pasture, 
with  occasional  patches  of  arable  land.  The  broken  or  hilly  country  is,  perhaps, 
about  equally  divided  into  pasture  and  tillage ; the  level  ground,  or  extended 
plains,  are  principally  devoted  to  agriculture.  The  soil  in  the  plains  and  broken 
districts  is  apparently  light,  though  it  is  said  to  bear  reasonable  crops  when 
properly  cultivated,  and  where  laid  down  in  grass  it  affords  good  pasture  for  sheep. 
Good  stock,  including  black  cattle,  are  also  produced  on  the  large  grass  farms  in 
that  part  of  the  Union  which  is  situated  in  the  county  of  Clare.  A considerable 
portion  of  the  land  is  susceptible  of  improvement  by  grubbing,  draining,  and 
sub-soiling;  there  are  districts,  however,  covered  with  immense  blocks  of  stone 
and  boulders,  or  in  which  the  subjacent  rock  appears  on  the  surface,  altogether 
irreclaimable. 

On  examining  the  rate-books,  or  in  going  through  the  Union,  it  is  impossible 
to  avoid  being  struck  with  the  number  of  small  occupiers,  and  the  almost  total 
absence  of  that  class  which  forms  the  link  between  the  upper  and  lower,  and 
which  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  its  relation  to  the  poor-rates  in  some  other 
Unions,  we  allude  to  the  large  tenant  farmer  class,  which  if  it  ever  had  existence 
here  is  now  entirely  extinct,  there  being  scarcely  a substantial  yeoman  to  be  met 
with  in  the  Union.  The  land  is  in  consequence  occupied  either  by  proprietors  or 
small  farmers,  the  former  of  whom  hold  large  tracts  principally  devoted  to  the 
feeding  of  sheep,  and,  in  some  instances,  black  cattle,  with  portions  of  tillage 
occasionally,  while  the  latter  occupy  small  lots,  which  are  tilled  where  practicable, 
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and  used  as  pasture  for  a few  sheep,  or  perhaps  a cow,  where  cultivation  is 
impossible. 

The  following  particulars  from  the  valuation  and  rate-hooks  will  exemplify  the 
foregoing  statement : — r J 

Total  number  of  hereditaments  rated  in  the  Union  . . 6733 

Total  number,  the  net  annual  value  of  which  is  over  20 1.  . 396 


Number  valued  at  and  under  20£. 


6337 


The  extent  to  which  sub-division  has  been  carried  in  the  Gort  Union  will  also 
appear  from  the  following  abstracts  from  the  rate-books : 


Total  number  of  persons  holding  land  . . . 5554 

Number  holding  not  more  than  10  acres  . . . 2986 

Number  holding  not  more  than  20  acres  . . 4466 


When  it  is  considered  that  the  average  net  annual  value  of  land,  including  the 
buildings  thereon  in  this  Union,  is  but  9s.  1 d.  per  acre,  giving  a total  net  annual 
value  of  91  Is.  8 d.  for  a farm  of  20  acres,  it  will  readily  be  perceived  that  the 
general  size  of  the  holdings  is  small,  and  the  value  low,  as  compared  with  the 
more  extensive  and  more  valuable  farms  in  other  districts. 

Another  circumstance  which  immediately  strikes  the  observer  is  the  almost 
universal  absence  of  those  comfortable  looking  farmsteads  so  frequent  in  other 
counties,  scarcely  any,  even  the  most  distant  attempts  at  ornament  or  neatness 
can  be  seen,  except  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  towns.  The  cottages  and 
farm-houses  partake  alike  of  the  same  dilapidated  impoverished  appearance,  tormina* 
a striking  contrast  to  the  generally  well-planted,  well-fenced,  and  improved 
extensive  sheep-walks  and  grass  farms  of  the  occupying  proprietary.  It  may  be 
said  that  indifference  to  comfort  and  carelessness  as  to  appearance  are  characteristic 
of  some  parts  of  Ireland ; but  we  are  satisfied  that  the  desolate  appearance  of 
the  dwellings  of  the  small  farmers  and  labourers  in  the  Gort  Union  is  in  a 
great  measure  caused  by  their  poverty,  aud  the  fact  of  a considerable  portion  of 
the  land  of  the  small  holders  being  uncropped  last  year  is  another  proof  of  their 
destitution. 

A considerable  number  of  the  occupiers  in  the  mountain  districts  add  the  cutting 
and  sale  of  turf  for  fuel  to  their  own  avocations,  and  there  are  some  who  support 
themselves  exclusively  by  this  branch  of  industry.  Many  of  these  persons  are, 
however,  very  poor,  having  to  convey  the  article  in  baskets  oil  the  back  of  an  ass, 
and  receiving  perhaps  but  a few  pence  for  the  load. 

There  are  other  classes  besides  those  we  have  named  which  is  necessary  to 
refer  to  in  giving  an  account  of  the  Union.  The  first  is  that  which  comprises 
shopkeepers,  persons  in  trade  or  business,  and  other  residents  in  the  several  towns 
and  villages  in  the  Union.  Many  of  these,  in  addition  to  their  ordinary  callings* 
occupy  more  or  less  laud  principally  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  towns  in  which 
they  reside,  and  which  is  generally  of  a good  description.  Of  these  it  need  only 
be  said  that  persons  in  business,  particularly  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  when 
connected  with  any  branch  of  the  provision  trade,  have  not  in  general  been  inju- 
riously affected  by  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop. 

The  next  class  comprehends  tradesmen  and  mechanics,  carpenters,  smiths, 
masons,  tailors,  shoemakers,  and  weavers,  &c.  Many  of  these,  more  especially  the 
three  latter,  a considerable  portion  of  whom  depended  for  employment  on  the 
labouring  and  poorer  portion  of  the  population,  have  been  reduced  to  poverty  and 
destitution  within  the  last  two  years. 

Of  the  class  of  labourers  holding  no  land  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
number  is  considerable,  that  it  is  rapidly  increasing  from  the  operation  of  causes 
which  we  shall  hereafter  advert  to,  and  that  they  are  in  general  completely 
destitute. 

Along  the  shores  of  the  bay  of  Kinvarra  and  bay  of  Galway,  which  form  a 
portion  of  the  boundary  of  the  electoral  divisions  of  Kinvarra  and  Killeenavarra, 
reside  a considerable  number  of  persons,  some  with  and  some  without  land,  who 
have  heretofore  supported  themselves  by  fishing,  and  by  the  sale  of  sea-weed  for 
the  purpose  of  manure.  The  failure  of  the  potato  crop  in  1845  and  1846,  by  its 
discouragement  to  the  planting  of  potatoes,  completely  paralysed  the  operations  of 
the  latter,  who  are  now  in  a most  abject  state. 

The  only  portion  of  the  population  remaining  to  he  noticed  is  that  which.  comr 
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Gort  Union.  prises  the  -miscellaneous  class  of  pedlars,  hucksters,  small  dealers  in  fruit  or 
vegetables,  and  mendicants,  all  of  whom  are  affected  by  the  general  poverty  of  the 
district,  and  are  mostly  in  a destitute  condition. 

As  regards  the  prospects  of  the  Union  for  the  ensuing  harvest,  we  have  learned 
that  a considerable  quantity  of  wheat  has  been  put  down  by  the  larger  farmers,  but 
it  is  certain  there  will  not  be  anything  approaching  to  the  breadth  of  corn  of  the 
past  year.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  appear  from  the  reports  of  the  relieving 
officers,  and  from  personal  observation,  that  the  general  success  of  the  potato 
crop  in  1847  has  encouraged  the  larger  holders  of  land  to  make  arrangements  for 
planting  a greater  quantity  in  the  present  spring.  Many,  however,  of  the  smaller 
farmers  will,  we  fear,  be  unable  to  set  any,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  and 
high  price  of  seed,  added  to  their  inability  to  purchase  manure  , and  it  is  therefore 
to  be  apprehended  that  a m uch  greater  quantity  of  land  will  remain  uncultivated 
this  year  than  last.  In  former  years  most  of  the  labouring  population  had 
potatoes  in  con-acre,  but  their  impoverished  condition  now  renders  them  incapable 
of  making  any  preparations  for  having  a crop  in  the  present  season.  Even  if  they 
were  able  to  procure  seed  and  manure,  they  have  no  means  of  support  while 
engaged  in  their  cultivation. 

The  amount  of  agricultural  employment  at  present  is  very  trifling,  and  we 
regret  to  say  that  after  making  the  most  minute  inquiries  we  have  no  reason  to 
hope  that  the  demand  for  labour  will  be  much  increased  for  a considerable  period. 
We  have  learned  that  loans  under  the  Acts  for  the  Improvement,  of  Land  and  for 
Drainage  have  been  granted  to  persons  in  the  Union,  and  that  in  some  instances 
the  -works  are  in  operation.  Their  effect  however  in  relieving  the  pressure  on  us 
is  unfortunately  very  slight,  from  the  practice  that  prevails  in  this  as  in  some 
•other  districts  of  employing  the  small  farmer  tenants  of  the  persons  by  whom  the 
loans  are  obtained,  in  the  execution  of  the  works.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  the 
same  course  will  in  general  be  pursued  when  the  other  works  for  which  grants 
have  been  made  shall  be  proceeded  with. 

We  have  made  particular  inquiries  as  to  the  probability  of  an  increased  demand 
for  labour  when  the  ordinary  farming  business  of  the  country  shall  be  in  full 
operation  ; and  we  regret  to  say  it  is  not  expected  that  agricultural  employment 
will  have  any  very  beneficial  effect  on  the  present  depressed  condition  of  the 
labour  market.  It  is  most  likely  that  the  occupying  proprietors  will  employ 
their  own  poorer  tenantry  on  any  fanning  operations  in  which  they  may  be 
engaged ; and  it  is  certain  that  fanners  generally  will  execute  the  greater  porti  on 
of  their  tillage  by  means  of  horse  work  where  practicable,  and  where  manual 
labour  is  unavoidable  they  will  work  themselves  and  employ  the  members  of  their 
-owu  family.  On  the  whole,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  no  great  portion  of  the  unem- 
ployed labour  will  be  in  any  manner  absorbed  in  this  Union  during  the  ensuing 
spring,  summer,  and  harvest.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  observe,  as 
indicating  the  probability  of  increased  destitution,  that  many  persons  are  now  dis- 
charging their  domestic  and  farm  servants,  male  and  female,  in  consequence  of 
their  stock  of  provisions  being  nearly  exhausted,  and  their  anxiety  to  retrench 
their  expenditure. 

We  cannot  omit  adverting  to  another  matter  which  will  very  materially 
increase  the  pressure  on  the  poor  rate,  and  add  to  the  difficulty  of  our  position. 
A course  of  proceeding  has  been  adopted  and  is  still  in  operation  to  a greater  or 
less  extent  in  several  parts  of  the  Union,  which  is  calculated  not  only  to  add  to  the 
existing  amount  of  destitution,  but  to  impose  a permanent  dead  weight  on  the 
rate-payers.  We  allude  to  the  practice  of  dispossessing  small  holders  of  land  and 
then  throwing  down  their  houses,  whereby,  in  a district  situated  as  the  Gort 
Union  now  is,  with  no  employment  obtainable,  and  lodgings  procured  with  great 
difficulty,  the  parties  are  thrown  immediately  on  the  poor  rate  for  support  without 
a chance  of  their  being  able  to  retrieve  their  condition.  In  these  cases  possession 
is  not  always  obtained  by  a regular  process  of  law — other  means  are  employed. 
In  some  instances  the  remission  of  rent  is  held  out  as  an  inducement;  in  others, 
the  parties  have  been  allowed  to  take  away  a portion  of  the  crop  of  their  little 
holdings,  or  a small  sum  of  money  is  given ; but  it  appears  to  us  that  the  most 
powerful  means  which  has  been  adopted,  and  that  which  has  been  most  generally 
successful  in  inducing  the  small  farmers  to  give  up  their  house  as  well  as  their 
land,  is  the  refusal  of  the  landlord  to  take  the  latter  if  the  former  be  not  also 
surrendered.  As  the  surrender  of  land  is  almost  always  made  for  the  purpose  of 
qualifying  the  occupier  to  receive  relief  under  the  poor  law,  his  destitution 
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compels  him  to  submit  to  any  condition  whereby  such  relief  may  be  obtained  ; and 
thus  deprived  of  both  house  and  land,  without  a field  for  his  labour  or  hope  of 
employment,  he  becomes  a permanent  burden  on  the  community.  The  evils  of 
tins  course  of  removal  would  be  in  some  degree  mitigated  if  the  land  so  given  up 
were  devoted  to  agricultural  purposes,  whereby  employment  might  be  afforded ; 
but  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  a considerable  portion  of  it  will,  after  no  great 
lapse  of  time,  be  converted  into  sheep  walks,  as  was  done  with  land  in  the 
adjoining  county  of  Clare,  about  15  or  16  years  since,  from  which  the  occupiers 
were  removed. 

There  are  numerous  cases  also  in  which  the  tenant  has  been  allowed  to  continue 
in  his  house  after  surrendering  his  land.  In  such  instances  we  require  to  be 
satisfied  by  the  best  proof  available  that  the  surrender  is  actual  before  we  order- 
relief.  There  are  some  cases  in  which,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
property,  the  absence  of  the  landlord,  or  his  agent,  or  from  other  causes,  a regular 
surrender  of  the  holding  is  impossible.  Under  such  circumstances  we  require  that 
the  applicant  should  prove  to  us  that  he  has  done  everything  in  his  power  to 
divest  himself  of  the  occupation  before  we  recognise  his  claim  for  relief.  The 
parties  so  peculiarly  situated  are  generally  very  poor,  and  were  we  to  withhold  all 
relief  from  them,  death  from  starvation  or  disease  would,  in  many  instances,  he  the 
consequence. 

In  reporting  on  the  state  of  this  Union  in  relation  to  the  Poor  Law,  there  is  one 
material  element  of  destitution  now  in  active  operation  which  must  not  he  passed 
over.  We  advert  to  the  prevalence  of  contagious  disease  in  the  workhouse  and  in 
the  Union  generally.  We  believe  that  no  other  circumstance  in  connexion  with 
our  duties  will  have  so  important  an  effect  in  preventing  our  placing  the  relief 
under  the  Poor  Law  on  a satisfactory  footing  within  a comparatively  short  period. 
The  extent  to  which  fever  and  dysentery  exist  in  the  workhouse,  prevents  our 
making  use  of  the  institution  as  a test  for  the  able-bodied  and  for  all  doubtful 
cases,  and  the  spread  of  disease  throughout  the  Union,  more  especially  amongst  the 
very  poorest  classes,  without  any  adequate  means  of  relief,  increases  the  very 
weighty  claims  on  our  resources.  The  mortality,  we  regret  to  say,  is  great,  and 
when  one  of  the  principal  members  of  a family  dies,  the  others  become  almost 
inevitably  permanent  burdens  on  the  poor  rates. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  advert  to  the  course  of  proceeding  which  it 
appears  to  us  has  in  a great  measure  contributed  to  the  extraordinary  spread  of 
contagion  in  the  workhouse,  and  to  some  extent  in  the  Union  generally. 

In  common  with  many  other  parts  of  Ireland,  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  the 
past  year,  the  Gort  Union  was  affected  with  fever  and  dysentery  ; and  as  there  was 
no  permanent  fever  hospital  in  the  Union,  no  effective  mode  of  relieving  poor 
persons  suffering  from  these  diseases  was  in  existence.  To  remedy  this  state  of 
things,  and  with  a view  of  not  only  providing  relief  for  the  sufferers,  but  also  of 
preventing  the  diseases  from  spreading,  the  Relief  Committees  then  existing  in 
certain  districts  were  authorized  and  directed  to  provide  hospital  accommodation 
and  other  means  of  relief  for  the  sick  poor.  The  Relief  Committee  for  the  elec- 
toral divisions  of  Kinvarra  and  Killeenavarra  received  these  instructions,  as  did 
also  the  Relief  Committee  for  the  electoral  divisions  of  Kilmacdooagh,  Beagh, 
Kiltartan,  and  Kilbeakanty.  In  pursuance  of  such  instructions  the  former  Com- 
mittee fitted  up  a building  near  Kinvarra  for  the  purpose  of  an  hospital  to  contain 
50  patients;  the  latter,  however,  through  a mistaken  idea  of  economy,  declined  to 
fit  up  a separate  institution,  but  with  the  consent  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians, 
adopted  the  workhouse  hospital  as  the  fever  hospital  ol  their  district,  in  direct 
violation  of  the  express  provisions  of  the  statute,  and  sent  all  their  patients  thither. 
The  workhouse  was  over-crowded  at  the  time,  and  fever  and  dysentery  prevailed 
therein  to  a frightful  extent.  The  only  additional  accommodation  provided  was 
the  erection  of  sheds  to  contain  100  persons,  placed  in  the  infirmary  and  idiot 
yards,  immediately  to  the  rear  of  the  infirmary  buildings.  By  this  course  of  pro- 
ceeding the  workhouse  became  the  reservoir  of  contagion  for  the  entire  Union, 
except  Kinvarra  and  Killeenavarra,  and  their  hospital  being  speedily  filled,  the 
sick  poor  of  those  impoverished  districts  were  added  to  the  general  current.  The 
consequence  may  be  readily  anticipated,  the  workhouse  accommodation  tor  the  sick 
was  soon  exhausted,  all  parts  of  the  building  became  infected,  no  sufficient 
arrangements  were  made  for  meeting  such  a mass  of  disease,  which  rapidly 
assumed  a malignant  character,  and  the  mortality  became  very  great,  deaths  to  the 
amount  of  60  or  70  a week  having  occurred  in  the  institution.  Such  ox  the 
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inmates  as  were  not  yet  materially  affected  vvitli  the  diseases,  became  alarmed. 
Many  of  them  departed  from  the  bouse  carrying  with  them  the  seeds  of  contagion 
to  all  parts  of  the  Union.  Fever  and  dysentery  rapidly  increased,  and  there 
being  no  effectual  relief  available,  deaths  became  frequent  and  destitution  more 
general. 

Such  was  the  existing  state  of  the  workhouse  and  of  the  Union  at  the  period  of 
our  arrival  at  Gort,  and  it  was  with  the  mass  of  disease  and  destitution  we  have 
described  that  we  were  called  upon  to  deal. 

Since  making  our  l’eport  on  the  state  of  the  workhouse,  we  have  not  seen  any 
reason  for  modifying  or  altering  the  suggestions  we  then  offered  for  providing 
accommodation  for  the  sick  poor  and  for  relieving  the  destitute.  We  are  still  of 
opinion  that  extensive  arrangements  should  be  immediately  adopted  for  the  recep- 
tion and  treatment  of  febrile  and  other  contagious  diseases,  and  that  increased 
workhouse  accommodation  of  a permanent  nature  should  be  provided. 

At  present  our  attention  is  mainly  directed  to  the  removal  of  disease  altogether 
from  the  house,  so  as  to  make  it  available  as  a test  of  destitution,  to  which  purpose 
it  cannot  at  present  be  applied  from  the  prevalence  of  contagion.  We  are,  in 
consequence,  under  the  necessity  of  giving  out-relief  to  a greater  extent  than 
would  be  required  if  the  workhouse  test  could  be  applied  to  all  doubtful  applica- 
tions. We  continue  to  discharge  on  out-relief,  in  money  or  food,  all  those  entitled 
to  relief  under  the  first  section  of  the  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  who  can  be 
properly  provided  for  outside,  together  with  orphans  and  such  other  inmates  as  we 
are  satisfied  are  destitute  and  incapable  of  supporting  themselves  by  their  owii 
exertions.  We  are  at  the  same  time  limitiug  our  admissions  as  much  as  possible, 
and  have  prohibited  the  relieving  officers  from  sending  sick  persons  to  the  work- 
house,  except  in  cases  of  the  most  urgent  necessity,  px*eferring  to  relieve  them  in 
their  own  houses  than  to  add  to  the  already  over-crowded  state,  and  consequent 
increased  mortality  of  the  medical  department  of  the  institution.  There  are 
instances,  however,  in  which  we  must  either  admit  persons  suffering  from  fever  and 
dysentery  or  allow  them  to  die  on  the  street  or  on  the  road.  Cases  occur  in  which 
persons  labouring  under  either  of  these  diseases  are  forcibly  put  out  of  their  lodg- 
ings or  out  of  the  houses  in  which  they  have  previously  resided,  and  left  on  the 
road  or  at  the  gate  of  the  workhouse  in  a dying  state.  In  such  circumstances,  we 
cannot  always  find  persons  willing  to  admit  them  into  their  houses  even  for  pay- 
ment, and  we  are,  therefore,  compelled  to  take  them  into  the  workhouse,  where 
they  usually  die  after  a very  short  period,  and  thus  swell  the  amount  of  mortality. 
Persons  getting  out- relief  have  been  put  out  of  their  residence  in  this  manner, 
and  the  near  relatives  of  the  sick  person  have  not  scrupled  to  act  in  the  way  we 
have  mentioned. 

We  shall  now  report  on  the  state  in  which  we  found  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
Union  on  our  arrival.  On  the  21st  of  May,  1847,  a rate,  amounting  in  the  aggre- 
gate to  3015?.,  was  made,  being  about  Is.  1 \d.  in  the  pound  on  the  entire  valuation. 
There  were  arrears  of  previous  rates  then  due,  which  brought  up  the  whole  sum 
to  be  collected  to  3404?.  Is.  7 %d.  Of  this  amount  there  had  been — 

Collected  and  paid  to  the  treasurer  up  to  the  29th  February, 

1848  £2,573  2 9 

Collected  and  held  by  collectors 97  17  41- 


Total  amount  collected  ..... 

Leaving  uncollected  a balance  of  . . 

Of  which  balance  there  was  struck  off  as  arrears  not  recover- 
able by  a Committee  of  tlie  Guardians,  appointed  at  a 
meeting  on  the  4th  February  (as  appears  by  a resolution 
on  the  Minute  Book  for  the  formation  of  the  Committee, 
and  the  clerk’s  report  of  their  proceedings),  of  the  sum  . 

Net  amount  of  recoverable  arrears  uncollected 


2,671  0 H 
733  1 5 l 


163  13  1 
569  8 4f 


There  were  three  collectors  at  the  time ; the  state  of  their  respective  collections 
will  perhaps  be  best  shown  by  the  following  summary : — . 
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Name  of  each  1 

Collector. 

Total  Amount 
to  he  | 

Collected,  j 

Collected  and 
paid  to 

the  Treasurer. 

Collected  and 
held  by 
Collectors. 

Declared 

Recoverable. 

Recoverable 
Arrears 
not  Collected. 

No. 

£. 

s. 

d.j 

£. 

s. 

d. 

| £. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  S.  d. 

1 

E.  O’Shaughnessy  • 

1,094 

8 

44 

713 

2 

2 jj 

42 

17 

6f 

41 

3 

m 

297  4 8£ 

2 

John  Slator  . . 1 

11,821 

IS 

8 : 

1,140 

19 

u 

0 

0 

n. 

65 

7 

6 

115  11  Ilf 

3 

Michael  Taylor  . 

987 

14 

6* 

1 

719 

1 

5 

54 

19 

8* 

57 

1 

Si 

| 156  11  8* 

• 

■ 

3,404 

1 

7f 2,573 

2 

9 

97 

17 

4* 

163 

13 

1 

569  S 4f 

The  uncollected  arrears  have  accumulated  since  September,  1S45,  and  include 
those  of  a rate  then  made,  of  a rate  made  in  October,  1846,  and  of  a rate  made 
in  May,  1847.  On  examining  the  returns  of  rates  not  collected,  made  by  the 
collectors  previous  to  the  4th  of  February  last,  we  find  that  the  arrears  declared 
not  recoverable  consist  principally  of  rates  znade  on  unoccupied  tenements,  houses 
which  are  now  down,  small  spots  of  unoccupied  land,  and  on  premises  the  persons 
in  possession  of  which  are  either  gone  away  altogether,  or  too  poor  to  pay.  The 
arrears  brought  forward  are  chiefly  rates  made  on  small  holders  of  land,  and  on 
the  poorer  class  of  occupiers  in  towns  and  villages.  There  are  also  a few  imme- 
diate lessors  in  arrear,  principally  of  a minor  class.  On  a general  review  oi  the 
subject  it  appears  to  us  that  there  has  been  a great,  want  of  energy  in  enforcing 
the  payment  of  the  rate.  If  a proper  degree  of  activity  had  been  exercised,  we  are 
of  opinion  that  a great  portion  of  the  recoverable  arrears  might  have  been  collected 
during  the  last  harvest.  Some  of  the  districts  were  perhaps  too  large,  one  was 
certainly  so,  and  we  have  in  consequence  divided  it,  and  appointed  three  collectors 
for  that  portion  of -the  Union.  We  hope  that  this  course  will  considerably 
facilitate  the  collection  of  the  present  rate. 

On  the  4th  of  February  last,  a rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound  on  each  electoi’al 
division  in  the  Union,  was  struck  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  and  on  the  ISth 
of  February,  the  rate-books  for  three  divisions,  forming  the  collecting  district  of 
Mr.  John  Slator,  were  signed,  as  were  also  the  collecting  books  for  the  same 
divisions.  The  other  books  were  not  then  ready,  and  on  examining  the  progress 
which  had  been  made  in  their  preparation  at  the  period  of  our  arrival,  we 
observed  certain  irregularities  which  we  directed  to  have  remedied,  lest  advantage 
might  hereafter  be  taken  of  them.  For  example,  we  discovered  that  immediate 
lessors  had  been  rated  in  several  instances  for  hereditaments  of  a greater  net 
annual  value  than  4 1. ; that  in  numerous  cases  the  word  tc  ditto”  had  been  sub- 
stituted for  the  name  of  the  person  rated,  instead  of  repeating  the  name,  and  that 
neither  the  barony  or  parish  were  inserted  in  any  of  the  books.  The  books  for  the 
remaining  seven  divisions  being  thus  properly  filled  up,  were  signed  by  us  on  the 
10th  instant.  We  had  in  the  mean  time  recommended  the  re-appointment  of 
Messrs.  Taylor  and  O’Shaughnessy,  the  former  to  the  district  for  which  he  was 
before  collector,  and  the  latter  to  two  of  the  divisions  only  of  the  district  in  which 
he  had  previously  acted.  For  the  two  remaining  divisions  we  received  proposals 
in  reply  to  our  advertisement  from  two,  as  we  believe,  very  eligible  persons,  who 
each  offered  to  collect  one  division,  but  was  not  willing  to  undertake  more,  and  as 
we  had  no  other  tender  that  we  could  deal  with,  wre  accepted  their  proposals  and 
recommended  their  appointment  to  the  Commissioners.. 

The  Commissioners  haying  sanctioned  the  re-appointment  of  Messrs.  Taylor 
and  O’Shaughuessy,  we  lost  no  time  in  causing  them  to  execute  their  bonds,  and 
in  signing  their  warrants,  so  that  they  might  proceed  with  the  collection  at  once. 
Mr.  Taylor  received  his  collecting  hook  on  the  21st  instant,  and  Mr.  O Shaugli- 
nessy  on  the  24th.  We  think  it  right  to  observe  with  respect  to  the  bonds  of  the 
collectors,  that  the  forms  of  bond  heretofore  in  use  in  this  Union  were  No.  1, 
being  a continuing  security ; we  have  however  considered  it  advisable  to  adopt  the 
form  No.  2,  to  collect  within  a specified  time.  The  period  we  have  allowed  is 
three  months.  Mr.  Slator  having  entered  his  sureties  before  our  arrival,  is  bound 
in  No.  1 form.  The  following  table  shews  the  extent  of  each  collectors  duty 
according  to  present  arrangements. 


Goit  Union. 


2 B 2 
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Gorfc  Union. 


Number  of  Rated  Hereditaments,  | 

Amount  to  be  Collected. 

Collectors5  Names. 

;bv 

Occupiers. 

13y  ira. 
Lessors, 

Total. 

New  Rate. 

Arrears  of  former 
Rates. 

Total. 

E.  O’Shaughnessy 

999 

408 

1,407 

£.  s.  d. 

1,453  11  8* 

£.  s.  cl. 

1 24  2 5 j 

£..  s d. 
1,577  14  2* 

John  Slator  . 

1,202  1 

729 

1,931 

2,198  12  5 

115  11  11* 

2,305  4 U 

Michael  Taylor  . 

1,530  1 

349 

1,872 

2,710  10  61 

156  11  8* 

2,867  2 2 | 

Terence  Hynes  . 
Myles  O’Brien  . 

856  : 

271 

1,127 

1,114  10  5 

132  16  5* 

1,247  6 10* 

252 

144 

396 

474  9 10* 

40  5 9* 

514  15  8 

4,839 

1,894 

6,733 

7,942  14  1£ 

569  8 4} 

8,512  3 4 

The  present  rate  and  arrears  of  former  rates,  amounting  as  above  to 
8,50SZ.  6s.  11  d.,  will  not  be  sufficient  for  the  exigencies  of  the  Union  up  to  the 
ensuing  harvest.  We  have  therefore  come  to  the  determination  of  making  another 
rate  of  similar  amount  about  the  beginning  of  June,  by  which  time  we  hope  that  a 
great  portion  of  the  present  rate  and  arrears  will  be  collected. 

From  the  number  of  small  occupiers,  the  minute  sub-division  of  the  land,  and 
the  absence  of  a substantial  yeomanry  class,  we  imagined  that  the  difficulty  in 
collecting  the  rate,  particularly  at  this  period  of  the  year,  would  be  very  great. 
As  compared  with  other  Unions  the  average  net  annual  value  of  each  hereditament 
is  very  low,  not  amounting  to  8 Z.,  and  when  the  principal  occupying  proprietor's 
are  taken  away,  not  exceeding  61.  Moreover  the  average  net  annual  value  of  land 
with  the  buildings  thereon,  as  we  have  already  stated,  is  only  9s.  Id.  per  acre. 
These  circumstances  led  us  at  first  to  feel  great  doubts  as  to  the  probability  of  any 
considerable  amount  of  rate  being  got  in  before  the  crops  were  available ; when, 
however,  we  came  to  examine  the  rate-books  more  closely  we  found  that  although 
the  total  number  of  hereditaments  rated  was  ....  6733 

Immediate  lessors  were  rated  for 1890 

And  occupiers  for 4843 

The  rating  of  the  immediate  lessors  for  such  a large  number  of  hereditaments, 
and  those  of  course  of  the  poorest  class,  is  evidently  calculated  to  facilitate  the 
collection,  the  collectors’  greatest  difficulty  being  the  small  holders.  The  total 
number  of  hereditaments  rated  at  aud  under  4 Z.,  is  3254 

Of  which  immediate  lessors  are  rated  for  ....  1890 

Leaving  the  number  of  occupiers  rated  at  and  under  41.  . . 1364 


A difficulty  is  frequently  experienced  in  collecting  the  rate  at  any  period  of  the 
year  from  small  holders  having  no  land.  By  the  following  summary  it  will 
appear  that  the  number  of  persons  included  in  that  class  in  the  Gort  Union  is  not 
great : — 


Total  number  of  rated  hereditaments  with  no  land  attached  . 1179 

Of  which  there  are  rated  over  41.  .....  619 

Number  rated  at  and  under  41 560 

Immediate  lessors  rated  for 415 


Occupiers  at  and  under  41.  rated 145 

The  619  hereditaments  without  land  rated  on  a net  annual  value  of  more  than 
41,  are  principally  houses  in  towns  and  villages  occupied  by  persons  in  business,  or 
respectable  tradesmen,  from  whom,  in  general,  we  think  the  rate  may  he  got 
without  much  difficulty.  ° 

Taking  all  the  circumstances  into  consideration,  we  would  say  that  by  adopting 
an  energetic  course  of  proceeding  a great  portion  of  the  rate  may  now  be  collected^; 
and  by  making  immediate  and  judicious  arrangements  for  relieving  the  sick, 
removing  contagion  from  the  workhouse,  and  providing  extended  accommodation, 
so  that  the  workhouse  test  may  he  efficiently  applied  to  all  able-bodied  applicants, 
we  shall  be  able  to  meet  the  actual  destitution  of  the  Union — the  greatest  obstacle 
we  have  to  overcome  being  the  debts  of  the  former  Board,  and  the  outlay  required 
to  put  the  house  and  its  inmates  in  a proper  condition.  In  regard  to  the  latter,  we 
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are  taking  the  necessary  steps  for  the  purpose;  we  have  worked  up  all  the  material  Sort  Union, 
in  the  house,  and  have  given  notice  for  a considerable  additional  supply ; we  have 
a master  tailor  and  master  shoemaker  employed  to  instruct  a certain  number  of 
hoys,  and  to  superintend  the  work  of  any  of  the  inmates  who  may  belong  to  those 
trades ; we  have  had  two  carpenters  and  a mason  almost  constantly  engaged  in 
completing  the  sheds  and  executing  necessary  alterations  and  repairs ; we  have 
also  contracted  for  a number  of  tables,  forms,  and  bedsteads,  which  were  urgently 
required. 

Our  attention  was  early  directed  to  the  debts  of  the  late  Board,  and  on  examin- 
ing the  return  for  the  month  ended  the  3 1st  of  January  last,  we  found  it  slated 
that  the  net  amount  of  liabilities  at  that  period  was  3538/.  14.?.  llid  A cursory 
examination  of  the  ledger  and  other  books  of  account,  to  the  irregularity  of  which 
we  have  adverted  in  our  report  on  the  workhouse,  led  us  however  to  believe  that 
the  debts  were  considerably  higher  than  was  stated  on  that  document.  We  there- 
fore at  once  directed  the  clerk  to  procure  all  outstanding  accounts  and  calculate 
the  several  salaries  and  other  items  of  expenditure  up  to  the  29th  of  February, 
when  we  took  charge  of  the  Union  ; and  we  find  by  a return  made  to  us  on  this 
day  that  the  actual  amount  of  the  ascertained  liabilities  up  to  the  above  date  is 
6563Z.  13s.  9 d.  The  clerk  states  that  he  does  not  recollect  anything  else  being 
due,  but  it  is  possible  that  other  bills  may  come  in.  However,  admitting  that  the 
above  sum  is  correct,  and  adding  thereto  1500/.  to  provide  a sufficiency  of  bedding, 
clothing,  furniture,  utensils,  &c./’for  the  inmates  of  the  house:  to  liquidate  the 
entire  amount  a rate  of  3s.  per  pound  on  the  whole  Union  would  be  necessary. 

It  is  evident  that  this  large  amount  of  debt  cannot  be  immediately  discharged. 

Perhaps  the  better  course  would  be  to  pay  off  at  once  the  smaller  bills  which  are 
generally  those  of  the  most  needy  creditors,  and  to  discharge  the  larger  claims  by 
instalments.  It  is  probable  that  this  arrangement  would  generally  be  acceded  to, 
although  we  have  already  received  a solicitor’s  letter  on  behalf  of  one  claimant. 

However,  they  may  fairly  wait  for  a short  period  before  their  entire  demands  are 
cleared  off,  as  the  prices  charged  for  many  of  the  articles  supplied  are  from  20  to 
25  per  cent,  over  the  ordinary  rate  of  the  market. 

Having  thus  furnished  the  Commissioners  with  a view  of  the  state  of  the  Union 
and  its  financial  affairs,  we  have  now  to  report  the  proceedings  we  have  recently 
taken  in  the  execution  of  our  duties.  We  have  at  last  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
house  for  the  schoolmaster  and  boys : it  is  situated  in  the  town  of  Gort,  but  off  the 
street,  and  has  a well  walled-in  garden  and  an  open  space  in  front  There  was  at 
one  time  a pump  on  the  premises,  and  we  expect  that  the  well  may  be  still  made 
available.  The  house  and  offices  will  accommodate  from  150  to  200  of  the  class 
for  which  it  is  designed.  Some  repairs  and  alterations  will  he  necessary.  We 
are  to  get  possession  in  a day  or  two,  and  will  then  immediately  proceed  to  place 
the  building  in  a proper  state  for  the  reception  of  its  intended  inmates.  Rent  42/. 
per  annum. 

We  have  also,  after  considerable  delay,  finally  arranged  with  Lord  Gort  for  three 
acres  of  land  for  a cemetery.  It  is  situated  near  the  Loughrea  road,  something  over 
a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  workhouse,  and  about  the  same  distance  from  the 
town.  The  soil  is  as  deep  and  as  free  from  rock  as  any  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
is,  moreover,  perfectly  dry,  with  a sufficient  inclination  to  carry  off  rain.  We  are 
to  get  it  up  in  a few  days,  and  we  shall  then  at  once  proceed  to  wall  it  in  and 
occupy  it.  The  rent  we  have  agreed  upon  is  the  same  as  that  for  the  workhouse 
site. 

The  shed  in  the  women’s  yard  is  completed  and  now  occupied,  one  portion  by 
children  under  two  years  of  age  and  their  nurses,  and  the  other  by  convalescents 
from  dysentery.  The  probationary  wards  have  also  been  cleared  out,  and  while 
the  lower  apartments  are  reserved  for  admission,  the  upper  rooms  are  occupied  by 
convalescents  from  the  infirmary  and  sheds.  By  this  arrangement  the  pressure  on 
the  hospital  department  of  the  institution  has  been  considerably  diminished ; and 
we  expect  that  by  the  removal  of  the  infants  and  nurses  to  the  shed  in  the  women  s 
yard,  the  mortality  among  that  class  will  be  reduced. 

We  have  prepared  a well  ventilated  shed  in  the  men’s  yard  for  the  paupers  own 
clothing,  to  which  receptacle  the  articles  are  removed,  having  previously  undergone 
a disinfecting  process. 

Grates  are  now  being  placed  in  the  fire-places  of  the  several  apartments,  where 
heretofore  the  fires  were  made  on  the  hearth.  We  hope,  in  addition  to  cleanli- 
ness, a saving  of  fuel  will  be  effected  by  this  arrangement. 
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The  small  yard  adjoining  the  cooking  house  or  kitchen  is  being  paved,  which 
will  prevent  the  collection  ot  water  or  filth  in  that  department. 

The  workhouse  generally  has  been  thoroughly  whitewashed,  and  certain  portions 
are  now  undergoing  that  process  a second  time. 

The  graves  of  deceased  inmates  buried  on  the  site  are  being  covered  with  earth 
from  the  boys’  yard,  which  is  replaced  by  broken  stones. 

We  have  made  contracts  for  bread,  turf,  groceries,  oatmeal,  &c.,  at  25  per  cent, 
lower  than  the  former  prices.  When  the  existing  contracts  for  the  other  articles 
of  large  consumption  shall  expire,  we  hope  to  renew  them  on  equally  favourable 
terms. 

Much  of  our  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  correct  keeping  of  the  work- 
house  and  Union  books,  and  we  have  spared  no  trouble  in  pointing  out  to  the 
several  officers  the  proper  method  of  performing  their  duty  in  this  respect.  From 
the  great  number  of  admissions  and  discharges  which  occurred  for  some  weeks 
previous  to  our  arrival,  we  suspected  that  the  register  and  other  workhouse  books 
did  not  show  a correct  return  of  the  inmates ; we  therefore  gave  directions  that 
a scrutiny  of  the  workhouse  paupers  should  be  effected  in  order  to  discover  any 
irregularities  which  might  exist  in  this  respect.  The  scrutiny  is  now  in  progress. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  mention  several  other  minor  matters  of  detail  which  have 
been  executed,  or  are  in  progress,  and  which  will  materially  assist  in  establishing 
cleanliness,  order,  and  discipline. 

We  shall  not  at  present  trespass  any  further  on  the  Commissioners’  time  with 
a statement  of  our  proceedings,  but  henceforward  we  shall  make  our  regular 
weekly  report  after  the  ordinary  day  of  meeting.  Our  present  communication 
was  delayed  in  order  that  the  information  it  contains  regarding  the  affairs  of  the 
Union  might  be  as  correct  and  as  ample  as  possible.  In  fact,  we  did  not  until  this 
day  obtain  from  the  clerk  a return  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Union  up  to  the  period 
of  our  arrival. 

We  request  the  favour  of  the  Commissioners’  opinion  on  the  suggestions  we 
have  thrown  out,  and  their  advice  as  to  our  future  proceedings  generally. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  7,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  on  the  subject  of  the  10th  section  of 
the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  I am  to  state,  that  the  only  question  which 
a Board  of  Guardians  has  to  consider  with  reference  to  the  provisions  of  that 
section  is,  whether  or  not  the  party  seeking  relief  ceases  to  occupy  a greater  quan- 
tity of  land  than  a quarter  of  an  acre ; and  further  than  this  it  is  not  in  their 
province  to  enter  into  questions  as  to  the  legal  surrender  of  the  land  above  that 
quantity. 

As  regards  the  practice  of  sending  fever  patients  to  the  workhouse,  I am  to 
state,  that  the  Commissioners  are  informed  by  Mr.  Bourke  that  the  practice 
referred  to  was  discontinued  in  September  or  October  last.  An  extract  from 
your  report  with  respect  to  the  prevalence  of  disease  in  your  Union  has  been  sent 
to  the  Board  of  Health.  The  Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  continue  to 
devote  your  best  endeavours  to  the  remedy  of  the  serious  evils  in  that  respect  to 
which  you  advert. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  see  that  the  collectors  exert  themselves 
with  promptitude  in  the  collection  of  the  present  rate,  without  favour  or  distinc- 
tion, regarding  only  the  ability  of  the  parties  rated  to  pay  their  rates,  and  the 
necessities  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

It  appears  desirable  that  you  should  come  to  some  regular  understanding  with 
the  creditors  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  based  on  the  principle  of  dis- 
charging small  debts,  and  arranging  for  the  gradual  liquidation  of  the  remainder. 
Perhaps  it  will  be  expedient  for  you  to  advertise  for  the  several  creditors  to  send 
in  their  accounts,  with  a view  to  the  proposal  of  an  arrangement  for  the  gradual 
liquidation  of  the  debts. 

The  Commissioners  await  the  receipt  of  specific  particulars  as  to  the  cemetery 
which  you  propose  to  occupy  at  once. 

When  the  particulars  and  a map  of  the  land  are  furnished,  the  Commissioners 
will  give  directions  to  their  solicitors  to  prepare  the  necessary  lease. 
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Captain  Hanley  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  2S,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  accompanying  a copy  of  a 
communication  from  the  Under-Secretary’s  office,  relating  to  the  death  of  a man 
named  Michael  Hanburry,  in  the  Gort  Union,  I beg  to  state  that  having  made 
diligent  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  attending  the  decease  of  the  above-named 
individual,  I have  learned  that  Michael  Hanburry  was  a single  man,  aged  nearly 
70  years ; he  generally  resided  at  or  near  Tubber,  with  some  of  his  friends,  who 
were  numerous  in  that  locality,  not  having  any  residence  of  his  own.  On 
Monday,  the  6th  instrnt,  he  applied  for  relief  to  the  relieving  officer  of  Beagh 
electoral  division,  in  which  Tubber  is  situated ; the  officer  considering  from  his 
appearance  that  he  was  in  want  of  food,  and  having  regard  to  his  great  age,  gave 
him  provisional  relief  in  meal,  with  which  he  expressed  himself  satisfied. 

The  case  was  brought  before  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  following  Friday,  who 
ordered  out-relief  to  be  continued. 

On  Monday,  the  13th  instant,  Hanburry  called  at  the  depot  and  got  his  week’s 
supply  of  meal. 

On  the  following  day  the  relieving  officer  met  him  on  the  road,  and  in  the 
course  of  conversation  was  informed  by  him  that  his  sister,  who  lives  near  1 ubber, 
and  with  whom  he  used  occasionally  to  stop,  had  quarrelled  with  him  and  turned 
him  out. 

The  relieving  officer  then  considered  he  was  going  to  the  house  of  some  other 
of  his  friends,  as  he  made  no  complaint  of  being  unable  to  provide  a lodging ; 
Hanburry  had  a portion  of  the  meal  with  him  at  the  time. 

It  appears  he  proceeded  to  the  house  of  a cousin  of  his,  named  Flanagan,  who 
however  refused  to  let  him  remain  for  the  night,  and  about  nightfall  he  departed, 
it  is  believed  with  the  intention  of  going  to  the  house  of  a man  named  Mullins, 
where  he  had  a box.  He  did  not,  however,  arrive  there,  but  was  found  the  next 
morning  on  the  road  quite  dead. 

The  relieving  officer  states,  “ that  the  man  was  rather  an  oddity,  difficult  to 
agree  with,  and  having  a large  appetite.” 

‘ He  considered  his  death  was  probably  accelerated  by  eating  too  much  Indian 
meal,  perhaps  not  sufficiently  cooked. 

Under  all  the  circumstances,  it  does  not  appear  that  Hanburry  died  of 
starvation. 


The  Clerk  of  the  Union  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  2, 1S48. 

In  answer  to  letter,  24th  March,  inquiring  as  to  the  cause  of  the  death  of 
a man  named  Michael  Hanburry,  I am  directed  to  state,  lor  the  information  of  the 
Commissioners,  that  the  deceased  Michael  Hanburry  was  an  infirm  man,  aged 
nearly  70  years,  receiving  out-door  relief ; that  he  had  been  supplied  with  seven 
pounds  of  meal  on  the  day  but  one  previous  to  his  death  ; that  from  all  the  Vice- 
Guardians  have  been  able  to  learn,  the  cause  of  his  death  was  his  being  turned  out 
of  his  lodging  by  a near  relative,  added  to  infirmity  and  old  age. 

I am  also  directed  to  state,  in  answer  to  your  letter  dated  29th.  March,  making 
inquiry  respecting  the  death  of  a man  named  John  Davis,  that  the  deceased  John 
Davis  was  admitted  as  a fever  patient  into  the  workhouse  hospital  on  the  5th 
ultimo,  and  that  he  was  discharged,  cured,  on  the  15th.  He  then  went  to  live  m 
the  house  of  a widow  Hynes,  at  Gort,  with  whom  he  had  previously  resided ; on 
the  I8th  he  applied  to  the  relieving  officer,  Forest,  lor  relief,  being  apparently  in  a 
delicate  state  of  health ; he  wanted  to  come  into  the  workhouse,  but  the  place 
being  over-crowded  the  Vice-Guardians  ordered  him  out-relief  in  cash ; he  got 
Is.  6 d.  on  that  day,  and  the  same  night  he  was  surreptitiously  admitted  into  the 
fever  shed  by  the  dismissed  nurse,  E.  Fitzpatrick,  who  kept  him  there,  without  the 
g knowledge  of  the  head  nurse  or  medical  officer  until  the  21st  or  22nd,  when,  get- 
ting fearful  of  the  consequences,  she  removed  him  to  a disused  privy  at  the  rear  ol 
the  sheds,  where  she  furnished  him  with  straw  for  a bed,  blankets,  sheet  and  quilt. 
He  died  there  the  next  day.  It  appears  that  he  was  treated  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  other  inmates,  except  as  to  medicine. 


Gort  Uni$h. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington: — April  12,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  communication  referred  to  the  Commissioners  on  the 
20th  ult.,  relating  to  the  death  of  a man  named  Michael  Hanburry,  in  the  Gort 
Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  Excellency  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  a copy  of  a report  on  the  subject  which 
they  have  received  from  Captain  Hanley,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  together 
with  an  extract  from  a communication  from  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Gort 
Union. 

It  appears  that  the  poor  man  was  relieved  provisionally  by  the  relieving  officer, 
and  that  he  expressed  himself  satisfied  with  the  relief  afforded. 

The  relief  was  continued  by  the  Vice-Guardians  when  the  case  was  brought 
before  them.  . 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  observe,  that  the  Constabulary  Report  does  not  appear 
to  the  Commissioners  to  give  an  accurate  representation  on  the  subject. 

The  report  is  as  follows : — 

u On  the  15th  instant  Micliel  Hanburry  died  nearTubber;  he  had  refused  going 
“ into  the  workhouse.  The  coroner  states,  that  deaths  from  starvation  are  now 
“ so  frequent  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  attend  them  all.” 


Captain  Hanley  to  the  the  Commissioners  : — April  1,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  are  proceeding  with 
the  utmost  zeal  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  this  Uniou,  and  in  every 
department  the  most  satisfactory  results  are  evident. 

The  minutes  of  the  Board  will  detail  all  our  proceedings,  and  I can  only  add, 
that  every  exertion  is  being  made  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  house,  and.  to 
restore  it  to  a sanitary  state. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  in  one  division  is  proceeding  satisfactorily,  the  collector 
having  lodged  this  week  690/.  5s.  5d.  The  other  collectors  recently  appointed 
are  taking  the  preliminary  steps  necessary. 

I shall  not  fail  to  press  the  collection  forward  in  the  most  expeditious  way. 

I have  received  several  applications  earnestly  soliciting  I would  apply* to  the 
British  Association  to  extend  aid  in  food  to  the  children  at  the  different  schools  in 
this  Union.  From  the  poverty  and  destitution  which  prevail,  I must  say,  if  such 
could  be  obtained,  it  would  be  truly  desirable. 

The  applications  for  relief  this  week  were  not  numerous  ; still  the  vast  number 
of  10,091  are  receiving  out-relief  at  an  expense  of  3351.  10 s.  6 cl.  weekly;  and  as 
there. should  now  be  an  immense  reduction,  particularly  of  the  able-bodied,  I pur- 
pose in  the  next  week  visiting  all  the  depots  and  relieving  stations,  and  testing  the 
appearance  of  the  recipients. 

The  state  of  the  hospital  is  still  unsatisfactory,  but  improved  ventilation  and 
other  matters  under  the  direction  of  the  clerk  of  works,  who  is  busily  engaged 
with  his  arrangements  for  that  purpose,  will,  I trust,  ere  long  enable  me  to  report 
an  amendment.  x 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  5,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you,  that  the  attention  of  the  British  Association  has  been 
drawn  to  your  suggestions  relative  to  affording  aid  in  food  to  the  poor  children  in 
the  different  schools  in  the  Gort  Union. 
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Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  5,  1848. 

In  making  my  weekly  report  I wish  to  lay  before  the  Commissioners  a 
few  observations  regarding  the  present  state  and  future  prospects  of  this 
district.  ii 

In  the  electoral  divisions  of  Belmullet  and  Binghamstown,  as  far  as  I can 
ascertain,  there  are  only  16  farmers  who  are  able  to  cultivate  more  land  than 
they  would  require  for  their  own  support ; and  some  even  of  these,  terrified 
by  taxation,  are  anxious  to  get  rid  of  their  holdings  ; however,  they  would  not 
at  any  rate,  cultivate  more  than  20  acres  each ; and  they  have  not  as  yet  com- 
menced any  agricultural  operations ; besides  the  above,  there  are  many  small 
occupiers  who  could  sow  from  one  to  four  acres  of  land,  but  are  afraid  of  doino1 
so,  lest  the  crops  should  be  seized. 

There  are  only  320  persons  employed  in  the  district,  220  in  the  construction 
of  a canal  near  the  town  of  Belmullet,  and  1 00  under  the  Land  Improvement 
Act. 

The  cabins  of  the  people  are  miserable ; bad  as  they  are,  the  proprietors  and 
lessees  are  rapidly  depriving  them  even  of  this  shelter.  One  proprietor  (Mr. 
Walsh)  lately  unroofed  upwards  of  80  cabins  at  Mullaghroe  in  one  day,  as  I 
mentioned  in  my  report  of  the  1st  January*  The  village  of  Carnboy  in  the 
Belmullet  division,  out  of  which  150  persons  were  relieved  during  last 
summer,  has  also  been  unroofed ; and  everywhere  the  demolition  of  houses  is 
steadily  going  forward ; upwards  of  one-third  of  the  cabins  in  the  district  are 
unroofed. 

There  is  hardly  any  food,  the  turnips  being  now  exhausted. 

The  people  are  miserably  clothed;  their  appearance  is  frightful,  especially 
the  children,  many  of  whom  are  little  better  than  living  skeletons.  I found 
five  out  of  one  family  which  had  been  ejected  out  of  Mullaghroe,  lying  on  the 
road  side  last  Wednesday,  near  the  workhouse;  they  were  carried  into  it  by 
my  orders,  but  I fear  only  to  die. 

Fever  and  dysentery  prevail  to  an  alarming  extent. 

With  the  best  assistance  it  would  be  difficult  to  deal  with  this  state  of 
things.  The  class  of  persons  here  who  offer  themselves  as  relieving  officers, 
are  ignorant,  stupid,  and  corrupt,  and  if  not  closely  watched  would  relieve  all 
those  who  do  not  require  it  before  they  attend  to  those  in  actual  want.  I 
anticipate  being  able  to  do  but  little  good  until  I can  get  a better  class  of  men 
to  work  with. 

The  difficulty  of  affording  relief  is  greatly  increased  by  the  wholesale  system 
of  ejectment  carried  on,  and  the  most  frightful  misery  is  the  result;  the 
wretched  creatures  deprived  of  shelter,  spend  their  nights  in  the  streets,  and 
howling  at  the  door  of  the  relieving  officer’s  residence ; no  workhouse  accom- 
modation would  afford  shelter  to  such  numbers. 

The  auxiliary  workhouse  is  not  capable  of  accommodating  more  than  100  in 
its  present  state.  The  illness  and  death  of  the  person  placed  in  charge  of  the 
premises  has  hitherto  reduced  the  capability  of  accommodation  to  about  80. 

From  the  great  difficulty  of  coming  at  the  truth  of  statements  of  others,  I 
purpose  personally  inspecting  the  townlands  in  company  with  the  relieving 
officers,  and  have  recommended  their  duties  to  be  confined  to  receiving  appli- 
cations, and  reporting  on  them. 

Upwards  of  2000  children  are  relieved  at  schools  in  the  district. 


3 c°nJm“n'c®,*on  the  21st  February,  Mr.  Hamilton  states  that  on  local  inquiiy  since  the  date  of 
this  Report,  he  has  found  that  the  unroofing  of  the  cabins  occupied  a few  weeks. 

2 C 


Ballina  Union. 


Err  is. 
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Reply  to  the  above : — February  9,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  report  of  the  5th 
instant,  which  they  have  read  with  the. deepest, concern. 

It  appears  to  the  Commissioners  evident  that  the  destitution  at  present 
existing  in  your  district  can  only  be  relieved  by  very  extensive  arrangements, 
similar  to  those  which  were  adopted  last  year  \ and  the  Commissioners  request 
therefore  that  you  and  the  Vice-Guardians  will  organize  a system  of  depots  of 
cooked  food  to  be  distributed  in  rations  to  the  really  destitute.  The  Commis- 
sioners will  not  object  to  any  reasonable  increase  in  the  staff  of  relieving  officers 
which  may  be  recommended  by  you  and  the  Vice-Guardians  for  this  purpose ; 
and  the  Commissioners  will  endeavour  to  secure  the  services  of  %ee  efficient 
and  trustworthy  individuals  as  relieving  officers,  to  be  sent  down  to  you  from 
Dublin. 

The  Commissioners  have  at  the  same  time  made  application  to  the  British 
Association  for  an  advance  of  400Z.  on  account  of  your  Union,  in  the  full 
reliance  that  such  an  advance  will  not  in  the  least  cause  you  to  slacken  your 
exertions  in  compelling  the  payment  of  the  poor  rates  by  the  rate-payers  who 
are  in  arrear. 

The  Commissioners  request  you  to  supply  them  with  an  estimate  of  the 
weekly  sum  which  in  your  opinion  will  be  required,  in  order  to  preserve  from 
starvation,  the  destitute  poor  who  are  entitled  to  relief  in  your  district,  forming 
a separate  estimate  for  each  of  the  three  following  heads 

1.  Relief  in  the  workhouse. 

2.  Relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the 
1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

3.  Relief  to  able-bodied  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the  2nd  section 
of  that  Act. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  R„  Hamilton  ‘.—February  10,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  report  of  the  5th  instant,  and  to  the  letter 
addressed  to  you  thereon  of  yesterday’s  date,  I am  directed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners to  state,  that  as  you  consider  the  present  relieving  officers  for  Belmullet 
and  Binghamstown  electoral  divisions  unfit,  the  Commissioners  will  be  pre- 
pared to  remove  them,  if,  when  required,  they  shall  not  resign. 

I am  further  to  observe;  that  as  you  are  of  opinion  that  local  persons  cannot 
be  relied  on,  the  Commissioners  recommend  you  to  apply  to  Mr.  Henry  Brett 
of  Castlebar,  the  county  surveyor,  under  whom  the  Public  Works  of  Mayo 
were  carried  on  last  year,  for  reference  to  intelligent  and  trustworthy  persons 
suitable  for  the  duties  of  relieving  officers,  who  may  have  been  employed  under 
him,  and  are  desirous  of  employment  at  present,  at  the  salaries  which  can  be 
allowed  for  the  duties  to  be  performed,  which  should  be  stated  to  Mr.  Brett, 
and  who  should  be  apprised  that  application  is'  made  to  him  at  the  desire  of  the 
Commissioners. 

If  the  parties  reside  near  Ballina  they  should  be  referred  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians  there,  and  an  immediate  appointment  being  necessary,  your  earliest 
attention  is  requested  to  the  object. 


Further  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  Mr.  R.  Hamilton: — 
February  10,.  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  report  of  the  5th  instant,  the  Commissioners  desire 
to  state  that  there  appears  to  them,  that  there  must  be  want  of  common  shelter 
in  your  district  for  some  of  the  destitute  poor,  and  they  desire  to  know  whether 
there  are  any  houses  which  you  would  be  able  to  hire  for  the  use  of  the  poor 
whose  cabins  have  been  unroofed. 

The  Commissioners  likewise  wish  to  know  whether,  in  your  opinion,  the  evil 
might  be  remedied  by  the  erection  of  temporary  sheds,  or  whether  any  other 
plan  has  occurred  to  you  as  suited  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  your 
district. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  6,  L84S. 

We  beg  leave  to  enclose  to  you  a copy  of  some  further  instructions 
issued  by  us  to  our  relieving  officers,  with  respect  to  landholders  who  are 
applicants  for  relief.  We  issued  such,  finding  that  many  bailiffs  were 
attempting,  and  sometimes  successfully,  to  have  persons  removed  off  the  lists 
on  the  mere  faith  of  their  word ; and  feeling  that  if  the  10th  section  is  to  be 
acted  on,  the  landlords  should  at  least  take  the  trouble  of  satisfying  us  that  its 
provisions  were  infringed,  and  that,  as  appears  just,  the  onusprobandi  should  in 
all  cases  lie  on  them.  On  their  coming  before  us  and  making  their  complaint, 
we  fix  a day,  and  sending  for  the  applicant,  judge  of  how  we  should  act, 
requiring  in  every  case  that  it  should  be  fully  and  incontrovertibly  proved 
that  the  applicant  was  still  in  possession  before  we  deny  him  relief.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  consider  a certificate  signed  by  the  agent  or  bailiff  to  the  effect 
that  the  applicant  had  given  up  possession,  should  be  deemed  conclusive  and 
construed  in  his  favour,  unless  the  relieving  officer  has  good  reason  to  believe  ■ 
to  the  contrary. 


Enclosure. 

Further  Instructions  to  Relieving  Officers. 

1st.  In  case  of  any  bailiff  or  agent  desiring  a relieving  officer  to  strike  a destitute  person  off 
his  list  because  such  person  retains  possession  of  land,  such  request  is  not  to  be  attended  to,  it 
being  highly  improper  that  a relieving  officer  should  act  in  such  an  important  matter  upon  the 
mere  word  of  a bailiff  or  agent,  but  the  relieving  officer  should  refer  him  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  lay  his  complaint  before  them,  and  satisfy  them  of  its  truth. 

2nd.  In  case  any  destitute  person  produces  a certificate,  signed  by  his  landlord,  agent,  or 
bailiff,  stating  that  such  person  “has  given  up  possession  of  his  land;”  unless  the  relieving 
officer  is  well  aware  that  such  is  not  the  fact,  the  certificate  may  be  considered  conclusive,  and 
relief  administered,  provided  the  possession  of  the  land  had  been  the  only  reason  for  its  being 
hitherto  refused. 

By  order  of  Vice-Guardians. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  10,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  that  the  mere  refusal  of  a landlord  to  accept  a surrender 
of  land,  does  not  disqualify  a person  who  has  ceased  to  occupy  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  from  receiving  relief. 

By  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  it  is  merely  the 
occupation  or  non-occupation  of  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  which  is  made  a 
criterion  of  destitution,  provided  that  an  applicant  for  relief  may  otherwise  he 
deemed  entitled  to  it. 

Hence,  as  far  as  that  clause  is  concerned,  you  are  warranted  in  relieving  any 
body  who  is  not  in  such  occupation,  and  you  are  not  bound  to  investigate  title 
at  all,  or  to  ascertain  whether  the  tenant’s  interest  has  been  legally  determined 
by  surrender  or  otherwise. 

A copy  of  the  first  instruction  to  relieving  officers,  forwarded  with  your 
report  as  approved  by  the  Commissioners,  is  enclosed  herewith. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — February  9,  1848. 

The  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  are 
nearly  exhausted.  Mr.  Richard  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Waters  applied  for  money 
yesterday  to  enable  them  to  provide  the  necessary  supplies  in  ErrR.  The 
Guardians,  however,  had  not  sufficient  to  give  them ; and  as  the  Commissariat 
officer  has  orders  not  to  advance  1 lb.  on  credit,  and  Mr.  Richard  Hamilton  had 
exhausted  his  private  means  in  providing  food  last  week,  I lent  them  100Z.  out 
of  a balance  to  my  credit  of  the  funds  of  the  British  Association,  which  they 
will  repay  as  early  as  possible.  I have  written  to  Count  Strzelecki  on  this 
subject. 

In  consequence  of  a communication  which  I have  received  from  Count 
Strzelecki,  I would  beg  to  recommend  that  application  be  made  to  the  British 
Association  for  a loan  of  1000 Z.  for  this  portion  of  the  Union,  and  500/.  for 
Erris. 

2 C 2 
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Baltina  Union.  I submit  that  this  step  cannot  he  taken  with  too  much  secrecy,  as  the  moment 
it  is  suspected  that  funds  can  he  provided  in  any  other  way  than  out  of  the 
rates,  there  will  be  hopes  encouraged  which  it  is  not  desirable  should  be  the 
case.  The  rate-payers  will  hold  back,  and  there  will  be  a general  attempt  at 
jobbing. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  10,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  made  application  for  an  advance  of  400 1.  for 
the  Ballina  Union,  to  assist  the  Guardians  in  providing  for  the  relief  of  the 
destitute  poor. 

The  Commissioners  will  make  a further  request  for  a sum  of  200/.,  to  be 
forwarded  to  you  for  the  same  purpose.  These  moneys,  as  well  as  any  former 
advances,  should  be  duly  brought  into  the  Union  accounts  as  loans. 

The  Commissioners  wish  to  be  furnished,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible, 
with  a list  of  all  the  immediate  lessors  in  the  Union  from  whom  rates  are  still 
due,  and  a list  of  all  other  rate-payers  who  owe  more  than  51.  on  account  of 
poor-rates. 

The  stage  in  which  the  proceedings  to  enforce  payment  are  in  each  of  these 
cases  should  be  stated  on  the  list. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — Febniary  7,  1848. 

I regret  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  a verdict  of  “ died  from  lingering  starvation”  has  been  brought  in  in  the 
case  of  Honor  Feery,  a pauper  in  receipt  of  out-door  relief  in  the  electoral 
division  of  Kilgarvan. 

The  relieving  officer  was  not  called  upon  by  the  coroner  to  give  evidence ; 
however  I will  lose  no  time  in  requiring  a written  explanation  from  him,  which 
I will  forward  for  the  Commissioners’  information. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — February  10,  1848. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  respecting  the  verdict 
of  a coroner’s  jury  on  the  case  of  Honora  Kerrigan  (which  by  mistake  I called 
Honor  Feery),  I beg  to  annex  the  explanation  of  Mr.  O’Flynn,  the  relieving 
officer  of  Kilgarvan  electoral  division. 

As  Captain  Drought  was  the  Vice-Guardian  who  disposed  of  the  Kerrigan’s 
application  for  relief,  and  the  explanation  called  for  by  him  on  the  annexed 
letter  (A)  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Egan,  P.P.,  of  Kilgarvan,  was,  I am  informed, 
given  verbally  to  Captain  Drought,  who  is  now  at  Athlone,  I think,  if  the  Com- 
missioners wish  for  any  further  report  on  this  case,  it  had  better  be  referred  to 
Captain  Drought,  as  he  may  remember  the  circumstances. 

I am  exceedingly  anxious  that  there  should  be  the  fullest  inquiry  into  every 
case  of  alleged  neglect.  As  soon  as  the  present  coroner  was  elected,  I lost  no 
time  in  putting  myself  in  communication  with  him,  and  I requested  him  to 
acquaint  me  with  any  circumstances  which  might  come  to  his  knowledge  in 
which  there  was  reason  to  suppose  that  proper  relief  had  not  been  afforded  to 
all  applicants  legally  entitled  to  it.  It  is  necessary,  however,  to  be  very  guarded 
in  attributing  blame  to  relieving  officers  without  a most  searching  investigation. 
I may  mention  as  an  instance,  that,  on  the  8th  instant,  I heard  a most  heart- 
rending^ account  of  a person  who  it  was  alleged  had  dropt  down  in  the  streets 
of  Ballina  in  a state  of  starvation,  and  had  been  carried  to  the  workhouse 
infirmary  in  a dying  state.  I immediately  went  to  the  infirmary  and  saw  the 
woman.  I asked  her  whether  she  had  ever  applied  to  the  relieving  officer  for 
relief : she  stated  to  me  that  she  had  not.  I found  that  she  had  3s.  Id.  in  her 
pocket  when  brought  into  the  house ; so  that,  without  venturing  an  opinion  as 
to  whether  she  had  allowed  herself  to  starve,  it  clearly  would  be  unjust  to 
blame  the  relieving  officer  in  her  case. 
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(A.) 

Andrew  Kerrigan  and  wife,  residents  in  Kilgarvan,  are  both  labouring  under  severe 
indisposition.  Although  the  case  has  been  reported  on  yesterday  to  Mr.  O’Flynn,  the  relieving 
officer  of  the  district,  yet  they  have  been  refused  relief,  because  (feeble  and  weak  although  they 
are)  they  have  not  come  into  the  workhouse  on  yesterday,  the  day  fixed  on  by  Mr.  O’Flynn  to 
distribute  rations  in  said  electoral  division.  Mr.  O’Flynn  states  he  received  orders  to  this  effect 
on  Tuesday  last  from  the  chairman  of  the  Union. 

Kilgarvan,  January  7,  1848. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Bekd.  Egan,  P.P.,  Kilgarvan. 

Ballina  Poor  Law  Union. 


Mr.  O’Flynn  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — February  9,  1848. 

In  the  case  of  Andrew  Kerrigan  and  Honor  Kerrigan,  on  the  14th  of  December,  1847, 
they  applied  to  me  for  an  order  of  admission  to  the  workhouse,  which  I gave  them  ; and  on 
the  24th  December,  1847,  I gave  them  out-door  relief  for  the  week  ending  25th  December, 
which  is  continued  weekly  to  them  as  appears  at  foot,  and  will  from  my  book  also.  On  the 
4th  January,  1848,  I brought  my  books  for  revision  before  the  Board.  Captain  Drought,  the 
then  chairman,  ordered  them  into  the  workhouse,  which  I offered  them  on  the  6th  January, 
but  refused  it  in  presence  of  Thads.  O’Dowda,  jun..  Esq.,  Bonneconlan  House.  They  applied 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Egan  to  get  them  meal,  contrary  to  the  order  of  the  Board.  I refused  to  out- 
step it.  He  then  reported  me  to  the  Board.  They  ordered  me  to  revisit  them,  and  give 
provisional  relief  if  necessary.  I did  so;  and,  on  the  11th,  the  Board  allowed  them  14  lbs. 
weekly. 

It  can  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Hamilton  and  the  Vice- Guardians  that  Honor 
Kerrigan  was  sickly  for  three  years  previous  to  her  death ; also  that  it  was  not  a case  for  an 
inquest. 

Particulars  of  Relief  given  to  Andrew  Kerrigan  and  family,  to  the  5th  February,  1848. 


1847. — For  week  ending  the  25th  December  . . 28  lbs.  meal. 

,,  1st  January  ...  21  „ 

8th  ...  8 

» 15th  „ ...  14  „ 

» 22nd  „ ...  14  „ 

„ 29th  „ ...  14  „ 

„ 5th  February  ...  11  „ 


Total  amount  of  meal  given  up  to  the  5th  Feb.,  1848,  110  ,, 

Dated  February  9,  1848.  Thos.  O’Flynn,  Relieving  Officer. 


Geellin  Barony. 

Inquest  on  the  body  of  Honor  Kerrigan,  of  Kilgarvan,  parish  of  Kilgarvan,  on  the 
4th  of  February,  1848. 

Verdict. 

“ Came  to  her  death  by  lingering  starvation.” 

Chas.  Atkinson,  Coroner. 

Dear  Sir. — At  top  you  have  the  particulars  of  the  death  of  Honor  Kerrigan,  as 
promised. 

Sincerely  your’s, 

To  Captain  Hamilton,  Poor  Law  Inspector , Chas.  Atkinson. 

Ballina.  February  8,  1848. 


Mr.  O’Flynn  to  Captain  Hamilton  : — February  9, 1848. 

I most  respectfully  take  leave  to  enclose  to  you  my  report  relative  to  the  death  or  case 
of  Honor  Kerrigan,  of  Kilgarvan,  on  whose  body  an  inquest  was  held  at  the  special  instance 
and  requisition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Egan,  instead  of  that  of  a policeman.  I beg  to  refer  you  to 
Sergeant  Ward,  stationed  at  Bonneconlan : he  can  prove  it  was  not  a case  for  an  inquest,  there- 
fore he  refused  to  give  a requisition. 


Captain  Drought  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  23,  184S. 

In  reply  to  the  file,  herewith  returned,  I beg  to  say  that,  at  this  distance 
of  time,  I cannot  speak  confidently  as  to  the  verbal  answer  Mr.  O’Flynn,  the 
relieving  officer,  gave  to  the  Board  in  reply  to  the  letter  marked  (A),  sent  by 


Ballina  Union. 
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us  to  him  for  explanation  and  information  ; but  the  impression  on  my  mind  is, 
that  in  ordering  the  14  lbs.  of  meal  weekly  it  was  only  provisionally,  until 
Mr.  O’Flynn  had  time  (under  the  then  existing  pressure  of  business)  to  make 
further  inquiries  into  the  circumstances  of  the  Kerrigans,  as  they  had  refused  to 
come  to  the  workhouse.  And  all  the  relieving  officers  received  strict  directions 
from  the  Board  that,  if  they  found  the  quantity  ordered  by  us  at  any  time  was 
not  sufficient,  to  give  what  would  be  so  until  they  next  appeared  before  us, 
when,  on  proper  explanation,  we  would  sanction  it  and  revise  the  quantity  pre- 
viously ordered  in  their  books. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  February  10,  1848. 

Everything  connected  with  the  house  is  in  a satisfactory  state.  The 
cases  of  fever  are  very  few  indeed,  and  we  are  still  in  a position  to  admit 
persons  whom  we  consider  require  the  “ test.” 

We  regret  to  state  that  our  weekly  liabilities  are  far  exceeding  the  amount 
of  rate  lodged  by  our  collectors;  and  we  cannot  say  that  we  have  the  least 
expectation  of  being  able  to  meet  them,  if  we  are  entirely  to  depend  upon  the 
amount  of  rate  collected  weekly.  Our  contractor’s  demands  are  necessarily 
Very  high,  and  they  reasonably  expect  prompt  payments,  it  being  on  those 
terms  that  they  entered  into  contracts  requiring  great  outlay  and  unremitting 
attention  on  their  part.  We  must  state  that  the  latter  is  fully  afforded  by 
these  gentlemen,  who  seem  as  anxious  as  we  could  be  to  prevent  any  abuse  in 
carrying  out  the  details  of  the  system  we  have  organized  in  this  Union. 

We  summoned  all  the  collectors  to  attend  last  Monday,  and  having  im- 
pressed upon  them  the  necessity  of  further  exertion,  informed  those  whose 
accounts  were  not  satisfactory,  that  if  their  lodgments  were  not  considerably 
increased  in  amount  next  week,  we  should  forthwith  dismiss  them,  and  put 
their  sureties  in  suit;  the  excuse  that  they  had  hitherto  of  “having  no  court,” 
being  now  removed. 

We  obtained  about  100  decrees  at  the  last  Court,  which  are  now  in  course  of 
execution.  Our  system  of  labour  test  works  well.  The  weekly  report  for  a 
small  portion  of  the  Union  shows  700  absent  out  of  1200  employed. 

Much  evil  has  arisen  from  our  not  being  supplied  with  implements ; but  we 
hope  this  will  be  speedily  remedied,  as  we  have  sent  forward  a requisition  for 
the  quantity  required. 

We  have  had  occasion  to  dismiss  several  overseers  for  not  enforcing 
sufficient  work  from  those  employed,  stopping  in  each  case  the  amount  of 
salary  due  to  them.  This  course,  we  anticipate,  will  have  the  desired  effect  of 
making  their  successors  more  careful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  We 
fear  that  great  abuse  exists  in  some  of  our  divisions,  and  for  this  reason  are 
anxious  for  your  approval  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  John  Palmer  as  revising 
officer,  as  we  have  no  doubt  this  step  will  be  attended  with  much  good ; he 
being  a person  to  whom,  judging  from  our  experience  of  him,  and  the  high 
character  he  bears,  we  can  with  confidence  entrust  such  important  duties. 

We  beg  leave  to  forward  a report  furnished  by  him  relative  to  some  cases  of 
gross  imposition  which  he  detected  in  his  own  division,  and  we  very  much 
deplore  the  evidence  that  is  thus  laid  before  us,  that  a gentleman,  whom  a 
sense  of  duty,  if  not  a feeling  of  what  is  conducive  to  his  own  interests,  should 
urge  to  check  abuse,  could  be  found  base  enough  to  sanction  it  in  the  most 
direct  maimer. 

We  would  be  sorry  to  suppose  that  conduct  such  as  this  was  not  rare;  but 
even  one  instance  is  sufficient  to  prove  to  what  a state  of  degradation  the 
country  is  reduced,  and  to  cause  us  to  feel  but  little. astonishment  at  the  many 
flagrant  attempts  at  imposition  which  are  daily  practised  by  those  in  a lower 
sphere  of  life. 

We  have  calculated  that  the  expense  of  printing  the  necessary  forms  for 
relieving  officers  of  every  class  will  average  about  3/.  weekly ; and  we  are 
desirous  of  ascertaining  if  you  will  sanction  this  outlay,  remarking  at  the  same 
time  that  we  consider  it  necessary,  and  that  it  shall  be  conducted  with  a strict 
view  to  economy. 
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Remarks  as  to  annexed  Report  and  Certificates. 


The  person  who  has  signed  the  annexed  certificates  is  the  son  of  Captain  Knox  of 
Greenwood,  who  is  a magistrate  and  deputy  lieutenant.  On  questioning  the  relieving  officer 
we  have  ascertained  that  this  person  has  been  duly  authorized  by  Captain  Knox  to  act° for  him 
in  all  matters  relating  to  his  tenants;  and  that  Captain  Kuox  himself  directly  informed  the 
relieving  officer  that  he  might  rely  upon  any  representations  made  to  him  as  to  his  tenants  by 
this  person. 


To  the  Poor  Laic  Commissioners, 
Sfc.  §-c.  Sfc. 


Peter-  Burkowes,  1 
William  Geraghty.J 


Vice- Guardians. 


Ballina  Union. 


Certificates. 

No.  281. 

John  Gillaspy,  of  Fairfield  Upper,  and  Pat.  Brown,  of  Fairfield  Lower,  have  no  land  or 
means  of  support. 

WoodviUe,  December  21,  1847.  W.  Knox. 

No.  500. 

Mary  Reap,  of  Fairfield,  has  no  land. 

Woodville , January  29,  1848.  W.  Knox. 

No.  229. 

Thomas  M'Namara,  of  Fairfield  Lower,  has  no  land,  and  is  starving. 

WoodviUe,  December  19,  1847.  \y.  Knox. 

No.  365. 

Pat.  Garrick,  of  Fairfield  Upper,  has  no  land. 

Woodville , December  28,  1847.  W.  Knox. 

No.  362. 

Daniel  Doherty,  of  Fairfield  Upper,  has  no  land. 

Woodville,  December  28,  1847.  W.  Knox. 

Tom  Mohan,  of  Fairfield,  has  no  land  or  means  of  support  for  a large  and  weak  family. 
WoodviUe,  January  17,  1848.  W.  Knox. 

, No.  in  Application  Book,  843. 


Sir, 


Roosliy,  February  3,  1848. 


Agreeable  to  your  desire  I hasten  to  furnish  below,  as  shortly  as  possible,  a sketch  of 
my  doings  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  instant.  May  I request  your  forgiveness  if  the  novelty  of 
those  disclosures  will  not  admit  of  a greater  brevity  than  in  my  present  haste  I can  command. 

I forward  by  bearer  the  return,  as  ordered  by  the  Commissioners. 


Peter  Burrowes,  Esq.,  Chairman  Vice-  Guardians , 
Ballina  Union. 


I am,  &c., 

John  Palmer, 

R.  0;  Kilfian  E.  Division. 


Townland  of  Fairfield. 

Patrick  Quech,  landlord’s  certificate,  No.  365,  was  tested  in  poor-house  for  10  days,  and 
after  ordered  to  working  party.  On  the  1st  instant  sent  assistant  relieving  officer'  into  this 
townland,  who,  after  some  inquiries,  discovered  that  the  said  Patrick  Quech  was  a pensioner  in 
the  receipt  of  6 d.  per  day,  and  that  he  had  two  cows.  I had  previously  paid  two  visits  into 
this  locality,  but  failed  to  learn  anything  beyond  poverty,  and  so  forth. 

Daniel  Doherty,  landlord’s  certificate.  No.  362,  was  tested  in  workhouse  and  ordered  to  join 
working  party.  On  the  same  day  my  assistant  discovered  that  he  was  in  possession  of  a cow, 
and  in  rather  comfortable  circumstances. 

Thomas  Mohan,  landlord’s  certificate,  No.  843,  offered  workhouse  and  refused.  On  the 
evening  of  the  1st  accompanied  my  assistant  into  this  townland,  and  found  this  family  seated 
round  a cheering  fire,  with  an  immense  wooden  dish  of  stirabout  before  them.  There  were 
three  sheep  and  a large  quantity  of  new  thrashed  straw  in  the  lower  part  of  this  house.  This 
man  had  a stack  of  corn  in  haggard,  which  he  said  was  seized  on  by  landlord  for  rent. 
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Ballina  Union. 


Erris. 


Thomas  M'Namara,  landlord’s  certificate,  No.  229,  offered  workhouse  and  refused;  called 
at  his  house  on  same  evening,  and  found  there  an  ass  and  rather  a poor  house.  This  man  told 
us  that  only  now  all  his  resources  were  run  out,  and  that  I should  give  him  a ticket  of  admission 
to  workhouse  shortly,  which,  as  in  duty  bound,  I promised. 

Patrick  Brown,  landlord’s  certificate,  No.  281,  in  workhouse,  but  left.  On  same  evening 
found  in  his  house  a cow,  calf,  and  ass. 

In  the  course  of  our  rambles  said  evening,  visited  John  Gillaspy’s  house,  who  had  applied 
for  relief,  but  did  not  as  yet  bring  the  landlord’s  certificate.  Here  we  found  a cow  and  horse, 
and  comfortable  house. 

Our  next  visit  was  to  Francis  M'Namara’s  house,  another  applicant,  but  not  having  as 
yet  obtained  the  landlord’s  certificate.  Here  we  found  a cow  and  comfortable  house. 

We  proceeded  next  to  Mary  Heap's  house  who  would,  if  she  could,  persuade  us  that  she  was 
a poor  widow,  and  brought  us  a landlord’s  certificate,  No.  500.  We  found  her  husband, 
Michael  Quinn,  comfortably  seated  by  a roaring  fire,  after  having  returned  some  hours  from 
his  daily  labour  with  his  landlord. 

N.B.  You  will  perceive  that  all  these  cases  refer  to  the  same  townland  and  under  the  same 
landlord.  I only  hope  my  disclosures  may  be  of  benefit  to  my  electoral  division,  as  I am 
certain  they  were  as  unexpected  as  they  were  merited. 

John  Palmer, 

R.  0.,  Kilfian  E.  D. 

Peter  Burr  owes,  Esq.,  Chairman  Vice-Guardians, 

Ballina  Union. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  1 1,  1848. 

We  have  already  reported  “that  our  weekly  liabilities  were  far  exceed- 
“ ing  the  amount  of  rate  lodged  by  our  collectors,  and  that  we  had  not  the  least 
“reason  to  hope  we  would  be  able  to  meet  them,  if  we  were  to  depend  entirely 
“upon  the  amount  of  rate  to  be  collected.” 

We  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose  a letter  received  from  the  Vice- 
Guardian  at  Belmullet,  requiring  300/.  immediately ; at  the  same  time  stating, 
lie  was  obliged  to  borrow  100/.,  for  the  re-payment  of  which  his  credit  is 
pledged. 

Our  contractors’  demands  on  to-morrow  will  be  800/. ; Mr.  Waters  requires 
300/.;  our  fever  hospital,  100/.;  our  relieving  and  other  officers,  who  have  had 
the  payments  of  their  respective  salaries  postponed,  in  order  to  enable  us 
to  meet  our  contractors  as  long  as  possible,  will  require  300/.,  thus  making  a 
sum  of  1500/.,  exclusive  of  liabilities  incurred  by  the  former  Board. 

To  meet  these  demands  we  have  in  bank  113/.,  so  that  it  is  quite  evident  that 
the  time  has  arrived  when  we  must  request  immediate  assistance  to  enable  us  to 
carry  on  the  affairs  of  the  Union  with  credit ; and  we  are  anxious  to  ascertain 
to  what  extent,  and  when,  we  may  expect  such  will  be  afforded. 


Enclosure. 

Mr.  Waters,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  Ballina  Union : — 

February  9,  1848. 

I will  feel  much  obliged  by  your  remitting  me  immediately  300Z.,  as  I want  to  pay 
some  demands  that  are  pressing.  Were  it  not  that  Mr.  Hamilton  handed  me  this  day  100Z, 
I do  not  know  what  I should  have  done,  as  Mr.  Fortescue  refused  to  give  me  any  more* credit: 
I had  to  borrow. some  from  a person  in  this  place  on  Monday. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — February  12,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  Mr.  Reilly,  a respectable  merchant  residing  in  the  town  of  Belmullet, 
having  undertaken  to  provide  and  distribute  any  number  of  rations  that  might 
he  required  at  the  several  stations  named  by  the  Vice-Guardians  for  l\d.  per 
ration,  consisting  of  one  pound  of  meal  made  into  stirabout,  and  as  Mr.  Waters 
and  myself  considered  this  proposal  most  advantageous, I thought  it  necessary 
to  proceed  to  Ballina  last  Monday  for  the  purpose  of  laying  it  with  other 
matters  before  the  Board. 
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The  Guardians  immediately  agreed  to  it,  and  I have  no  doubt  but  this  will  Bailina  Union, 
be  the  means  of  checking  imposition  to  a great  extent. 

I brought  before  the  Board  the  necessity  for  the  appointment  of  additional 
relieving  officers,  at  the  same  time  naming  distinct  districts  to  be  placed  under 
the  charge  of  each  officer,  on  which  they  advertised  lor  two. 

I likewise  applied  for  funds  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  current 
week,  which  the  Guardians  were  not  prepared  to  give ; and  had  1 not  obtained 
100Z.  from  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  besides  other  sums  borrowed,  all  relief  in  the 
district  must  have  ceased,  the  Commissariat  having  refused  to  issue  provision 
to  the  Guardians  on  credit ; and  there  being  no  supply  in  the  hands  of  mer- 
chants, the  Vice-Guardian  here  is  at  this  moment  nearly  500Z.  in  debt  for 
provisions  placed  in  the  hands  of  relieving  officers. 

I have  written  to  Count  Strzelecki,  recommending  him  to  place  funds  at  my 
disposal  for  the  purpose  of  lending  to  the  Vice- Guardians,  in  case  of  such  an 
emergency. 

I returned  from  Bailina  on  Tuesday,  in  company  with  Mr.  Wilkinson,  and 
have  been  principally  occupied  with  him  during  the  remainder  of  the  week. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  15,  1S48. 

I am  to  state  that  application  has  been  made  to  Count  Strzelecki  for  a 
further  advance  of  500Z.  on  account  of  the  whole  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  your  attention  to  the  Commissioners’  letter 
of  the  9th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  providing  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor  in  the  Bailina  Union. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  14,  1S48. 

With  reference  to  your  letters  of  the  9th  and  10th  instant,  I beg  to  Erris. 
state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  arrangements  will  be 
completed  in  about  10  days  for  distributing  cooked  food  at  nine  depots  in  this 
district,  which  at  present  I consider  sufficient ; and  the  localities  selected  for 
these  depots  will  not  require  any  pauper  to  walk  an  unreasonable  distance 
for  his  food. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  form  anything  like  an  accurate  estimate  of  the 
probable  expenses  for  relief  in  these  two  electoral  divisions  ; but  judging  from 
the  relieving  officers’  books,  and  my  own  observations,  I consider  the  following 
is  as  near  a calculation  as  at  present  can  be  made  of  the  amount  which  will  be 
required  for  the  weekly  support  of  each  class  named  in  your  letter  : — 


1st.  Relief  in  the  workhouse  . . . £ 30 

2nd.  Out-door,  relief  to  persons  entitled  under  1st 

section  of  10  Viet.,  cap.  31  . . . . 110 

3rd.  Out-door  relief  to  persons  entitled  under  2nd 

section  of  10  Viet.,  cap.  31  ....  1/5 

Total  ....  £315 


Independent  of  the  above,  about  1 71.  per  -week  will  be  required  for  the  pay- 
ment of  salaries  to  relieving  officers  and  their  assistants,  exclusive  of  the 
■workhouse  establishment,  and  a further  sum  of  20/.  weekly  for  wages  to 
mechanics  employed  at  the  auxiliary  "workhouse. 

With  regard  to  providing  accommodation  for  the  poor  people  whose  cabins 
have  been  unroofed,  I beg  to  state  that  there  are  no  houses  in  the  district 
applicable  for  the  purpose  which  could  be  hired ; and  even  if  such  could  be 
procured,  I doubt  whether  it  would  be  desirable  to  crowd  a number  of  these 
people  together,  covered  with  filth  of  every  kind,  and  suffering  from  disease. 
In  about  a fortnight  a comfortable  thatched  house  will  be  completed  in  the 
outside  garden,  attached  to  the  auxiliary  workhouse,  313  feet  long  by  16  broad, 
which  was  intended  for  school-rooms,  day-rooms,  &c. ; but,  in  order  to  meet 
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Ballina  Union,  the  present  pressure,  I should  recommend  it  being  appropriated  as  sleeping 
apartments  for  the  able-bodied  men  and  boys  above  a certain  age.  The  builcU 
ings  in  the  inner  yards  to  be  reserved  for  infirm  men,  women,  and  children, 
and  also  for  hospital  accommodation.  Sheds  can  easily  be  erected  for  school- 
rooms, &c.  I think  it  would  be  desirable  the  Commissioners  should  consult 
Mr.  Wilkinson  on  this  subject,  as  he  is  acquainted  with  the  building  to  which 
I refer. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  drawing  the  Commissioners’  attention  to  the  only 
agreement  entered  into  between  the  Guardians  and  the  late  proprietor  of  the 
auxiliary  poor-house,  which  I submitted  through  Mr.  Wilkinson  for  their  con- 
sideration some  time  ago.  I am  convinced,  from  the  state  of  this  district,  a 
long  period  must  elapse  before  it  can  be  dispensed  with. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  your  letter  I placed  myself  in  communication  with 
Mr.  Brett,  in  order  to  obtain  his  assistance  in  procuring  a proper  class  of  persons 
as  relieving  officers. 

In  consequence  of  the  Vice-Guardians  at  Ballina  having  declared  their 
inability  to  supply  the  requisite  funds  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  this 
district,  I purpose  going  there  on  Thursday  next  to  consult  Lieutenant  Hamilton 
on  the  subject. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  17,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  make  a close  scrutiny 
into  the  cases  of  the  parties  who  are  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the  Union,  and 
that  you  and  the  Vice-Guardians  will  press  forward  vigorously  the  collection 
ot  the  rate. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  applica- 
tion to  the  British  Relief  Association  for  the  sum  of  200 1.  for  the  district  of 
Erris,  to  assist  the  Vice-Guardians  in  their  present  embarrassments. 

For  the  future,  the  course  which  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  for  a while 
to  adopt  is,  to  undertake  to  make  weekly  advances  for  the  relief  of  the  able- 
bodied  men  out  of  the  workhouse,  provided  that  the  Vice-Guardians  will 
relieve  from  the  poor-rates  able-bodied  men  and  their  families  in  the  workhouse, 
and  destitute  persons  entitled  to  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  IrishP  oor 
Relief  Extension  Act  out  of  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  request  you  to  supply  them  on  Saturday  in  each  week 
with  an  estimate  of  the  weekly  sum  which,  in  your  opinion,  will  be  required  in 
order  to  preserve  from  starvation  the  destitute  poor  who  are  entitled  to  relief 
in  your  district,  forming  a separate  estimate  for  each  of  the  three  following- 
heads  : — ° 

1st.  Relief  in  the  workhouse. 

2nd.  Relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the 
1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

3rd.  Relief  to  the  able-bodied  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the  2nd 
section  of  that  Act. 

An  extract  from  your  report  relating  to  the  auxiliary  workhouse  has  been 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Wilkinson. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — February  16,  1848. 

1 *AV®  flayed  sending  a weekly  report  until  I could  furnish  you  with 
a return  oi  all  defaulters  of  poor-rate,  owing  over  5 1,  showing  the  steps  which 
have  been  taken,  &c.  1 

Although  I had  lists  in  my  possession  I thought  it  better  to  require  the  col- 
lectors to  furnish  me  with  corrected  returns  to  the  latest  period,  copies  of  which 
I now  beg  to  annex  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Thady  Foody’s  district  for 
which  a new  collector  has  not  yet  been  appointed.  I likewise  annex  a return 
showing  the  numbers  at  present  receiving  out-door  relief  in  each  electoral 
di  vision ; together  with  the  number  of  children  attending  schools,  and  receiving 
relief  from  the  British  Association.  6 


The  Vice-Guardians  are  much  embarrassed  for  want  of  funds  to  meet  their 
weekly  liabilities.  The  rates  are  coming  in  very  slowly,  as  will  be  perceived 
by  the  annexed  return.  I have  placed  at  their  disposal  the  order  transmitted 
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to  me  for  provisions  by  Count  Strzelecki;  but  as  the  issue  of  rations  both  in  a Bailina  Union, 
raw  and  cooked  state  has  hitherto  been  carried  out  by  contract,  an  entire  change 
of  system  will  have  to  be  adopted  if  funds  cannot  be  procured ; the  present 
system  has  worked  so  well,  that  I shall  be  sorry  if  circumstances  render  it 
necessary  for  the  Vice-Guardians  to  make  any  change. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  recently  dismissed  five  overseers  for  disobedience 
of  orders  in  permitting  the  working  parties  to  follow  their  own  inclinations  and 
do  nothing ; two  of  these  overseers  have  this  day  been  committed  to  gaol  for 
issuing  orders  for  bread  on  the  contractor  subsequent  to  their  dismissal ; for- 
tunately in  every  instance  notice  has  been  given  to  the  contractor  of  each 
dismissal,  therefore  the  fraud  was  discovered.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  get 
overseers  who  will  do  their  duty ; there  is  not  the  same  excuse  here  which  I 
have  heard  urged  in  other  places,  “ that  a man’s  life  is  not  safe  if  he  does  his 
duty the  people  are  quietly  disposed,  but  the  most  idle  and  corrupt  set  I 
ever  had  to  deal  with,  and  the  overseers  are  little  or  no  better.  Although  I 
write  thus  harshly  of  these  poor  people,  I feel  that  there  is  every  allowance  to 
be  made  for  them ; indeed,  so  much  so,  that  in  many  localities,  for  want  of  a 
good  example,  and  brought  up  in  the  most  deplorable  ignorance,  it  would  only 
be  surprising  if  they  were  any  better  than  they  are. 

As  regards  the  state  of  the  workhouse  and  Union  in  general  (except  Erris), 

I think  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  finances,  matters  are  in  every  other 
respect  very  much  more  satisfactory  than  they  were  two  months  ago.  The 
law  is  fully  and  fairly  in  operation ; and  although  it  is  not  giving  satisfaction, 
it  is  giving  relief.  I do  not  think  that  anything  short  of  universal  relief  would 
give  general  satisfaction. 


Enclosures. 

(A.) 

Statement  of  the  Collection  of  the  Poor  Rate  in  the  Killala,  Lackan,  Kilfian,  Ballvsokeery,  and  Bally- 
castle  Electoral  Divisions,  Bailina  Union.  Palmer  Kirkwood,  Collector. 


Total  amount  of  warrant,  including  arrears  . 

. £3947 

13 

11£ 

Amount  of  arrears  of  three  former  rates 

322 

19 

6* 

3624 

14 

5 

Amount  of  same  collected  .... 

2023 

IS 

4* 

1600 

16 

04 

Amount  of  annexed  return  due  by  lessors 

1061 

12 

1 

£539 

3 

11* 

Of  the  1061/.  12s.  1 d.  due,  as  per  return  annexed,  I shall  be  able  to  recover  about  200/. 

Of  the  539/.  3s.  11  id.  (due  by  persons  rated  as  occupiers  and  lessors,  in  sums  varying  from  7 s.  6d.  to  4/.,  against  whom 
I hold  28  barrister’s  decrees,  73  magistrate’s  warrants,  and  35  summonses,  to  be  adjudicated  on  in  Ballycastle  on  the 
16th  instant,)  I shall  be  able  to  enforce  payment  of  about  200/.  February  13,  1848. 


Ballina  Union. — Killala,  Lackan,  Bally  sokeery,  Kilfian,  and  Ballycastle  Electoral  Divisions. 

A List  of  the  Principal  Defaulting  Rate-payers,  February  14,  1848.  P.  Kirkwood,  Collector. 


I 


Rate. 


Mr.  David  Hughes  . 
John  Knox,  Esq.  . 
Colonel  A.  Knox  Gore 
William  Orme,  Esq. 
H.  W.  Knox,  Esq.  . 
Lord  Arran* 


John  and  William  Palmer  . 
Thomas  Palmer,  Esq.  . 


| £.  s.  d. 

. 6 10  4 

I 137  9 7* 

| 54  2 10.* 
i 18  12  0* 

i 56  7 7 
j 17  3 8 


22  3 11* 
58  15  5 


Observations  of  Collector. 


Has  no  property  whatever. 

A receiver  under  the  Courts. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Got  time  from  Guardians. 

In  hands  of  solicitor. 

Due  for  occupiers  over  4/.,  who 
gave  up  possession.  ‘ 


A receiver  under  the  Courts. 
In  hands  of  solicitor. 


Observations  of  Solicitor. 


Proceedings. 

Proceedings. 

Time  to  5th  March. 

Proceedings. 

* This  was  due  for  tenants  who  retained 
possession  of  waste  holdings.  I spoke 
to  Lord  Arran’s  agent  about  it  this 
morning,  and  he  at  once  paid  the 
W T TT 

money.  >v . j.  xi. 

Proceedings. 

Proceedings. 
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A List  of  the  principal  Defaulting  Rate-payers — continued. 


Names. 

Rate. 

Observations  of  Collector. 

St.  George  Stock,  Esq.  . 

£.  5.  d. 

19  11  4 

Absentee. 

» o 

Mrs.  Armstrong 

33  16  9* 

~ x o 

Minor  John  Ormsby 

28  19  1 

Ditto. 

a 0.2 

Denis  Bingham,  Esq.  . 

22  10  4 

OJ  - S 

Rev.  Richard  Haudy 

10  1 3 

William  H.  Orme,  Esq. 

4 19  11 

Miss  Palmer  .... 

19  8 9 

Captain  W.  Knox  Orme 

8 0 11* 

Ditto. 

a;  § " 

W.  Che  vers 

10  18  2£ 

Ditto. 

Jc  o 3 

Z £ t 

° „,  c 

Miss  Handy ..... 

22  5 6i 

Miss  D.  Handy .... 

10  12  0* 

Ditto. 

■g  gj  S 

Mrs.  Irwin 

24  11  3 

Ditto. 

a 

Captain  Knox  .... 

39  1 6* 

Mr.  Phibbs 

18  9 8 

William  Gardiner,  Esq. 

13  3 11* 

Captain  John  Knox  . 

11  2 10* 

Richard  C.  Greene  . 

28  12  6* 

William  Kirkwood,  Esq.  . 

29  19  6 

In  hands  of  solicitor. 

James  Ramsay  .... 

10  11  1 

Pat.  Quinan 

16  11  5 

Mrs.  M'Donnel  .... 

13  11  11* 

John  Bourke,  Esq.  . 

36  0 10 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 
Moy  Salmon  Fishery 

6 5 2* 
62  10  0 

Ditto  ditto. 

Mervvn  Pratt,  Esq. 

4 16  11* 

William  Ormsby 

23  9 9* 

Widow  Nolan  . 

6 16  10 

Henrv  Crofcon,  Esq. 

5 10  0 

Thomas  Bourns .... 

36  3 5 

Levy  warrant  obtained. 

Mr6.  Bourns  .... 

5 10 

Thomas  Waldron,  Esq.. 

22  4 0 

Charles  Goodwin  . . 

11  2 4 

Henry  Goodwin  .... 

14  6 9 

William  Gardiner,  Esq. 

12  9-8* 

Ji.  Rogers 

13  0 10 

Robert  Gardiner 

9 15  8 

Duke  Ormsby  .... 

9 5 8 

John  Lynch  

1 13  3 

Levy  warrant  obtained. 

1061  12  1 

Deduct  11/.  3s.  8 d.  W.  J.  H. 

Observations  of  Solicitor. 


Guardians  ordered  collector  to  notice 
occupiers. 

Same  rule  as  above. 

Proceedings. 

Proceedings. 

Noticed  as  occupier  ordered  by  Guardians. 

Same. 

Dead.  Person  liable  not  known. 

Notice  on  occupiers. 

Application  to  Court  to  oblige  receiver  to 
pay. 

Proceedings. 

Proceedings. ' 

Paid  39 1.  2s.  lid.;  objects  to  pay  this 
balance,  saying  that  the  lands  have  been 
leased.  Tenants  ordered  to  be  noticed. 

Out  of  the  country. 

Proceedings. 

Proceedings. 

No.  He  has  been  ordered  to  be  sum- 
moned by  collector. 


Proceedings. 

Occupiers  and  non-resident.  Distress 
only  course. 

Proceedings. 

Proceedings. 

To  be  summoned. 

Got  a short  time  for  this,  having  paid  32 1. 


Proceedings. 

No. 


Ballina  Union. — Ballina  and  Backs  Electoral  Divisions. — R.  MacAndrew,  Collector. 


Trustees  of  Moy  Fishery 

210 

18 

9 

Captain  Atkinson 

106 

l 

3* 

Colonel  G.  V.  Jackson  . 

44 

11 

1* 

Robert  Jones,  Esq.  . 

8 

7 

10 

John  F.  Knox,  Esq. 

45 

16 

0 

John  Bourke.  Esq.  . 

89 

12 

9 

Harbour  Commissioners 

22 

10 

0 

Colonel  Knox  Gore  . . 

11 

6 

5 

Lord  Cl  an  morris 

9 

15 

11* 

Henry  W.  Knox,  Esq.  . 

18 

19 

Hi 

James  Anderson,  Esq.  . 

12 

5 

0* 

John  Orme,  Esq. 

19 

4 

7 

Mrs.  Ormsby  and  W.  Knox, 

16 

16 

4* 

Esq. 

Miss  Rodgers  .... 

21 

10 

4 

Mrs.  Howly  .... 

10 

18 

10 

Robert  Moore  .... 

9 

14 

0 

Mrs.  Atkinson  .... 

8 

0 

8 

Not  resideut.  Don’t  know  how 
this  rate  is  to  be  recovered. 

Proceedings  by  solicitor. 

Got  time  iiom  Guardians. 

Not  resident. 

Noticed,  aim  to  be  summoned  for 
next  Petty  Sessions  Court. 

Proceedings  by  solicitor. 

Summoned. 

Proceedings  by  solicitor. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Got  time  from  Guardians. 

Distress  made ; goods  to  be  auc- 
tioned on  Tuesday  next,  if 
amount  not  paid. 

Magistrate’s  warrant  obtained. 
No  goods  to  be  found. 

This  is  a balance  of  her  rate,  for 
which  she  promises  payment. 

Noticed. 

Summoned. 


Occupiers  and  non-resident.  Distress 
only  course. 

Proceedings. 

Got  time. 

Out  of  the  country.  Outlawry/ 
Proceedings. 

Object  to  pay.  I think  they  are  not 
rateable. 

Proceedings. 

Proceedings.  Some  difficulty  in  this  case. 
Proceedings. 

Ditto. 

Time  to  5th  Match. 

Wm.  Knox,  dead.  Premises  to  be  dis 
trained. 

Magistrate’s  warrant  against  her. 
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Names. 

Rate. 

Observations  of  Collector. 

Observations  of  Solicitor. 

Oliver  Jackson,  Esq. 

£.  s.  d. 
18  0 0 

Noticed,  and  to  be  summoned. 

John  M'Hugh,  Esq.  . . 

9 9 0 

Got  time  for  this  balance. 

P.  Grace 

12  11  2f 

Not  resident. 

Not  to  be  found. 

A.  Joynt 

9 9 6 

Summoned. 

John  Tolan 

7 19  9 

Magistrate’s  warrant. 

Denis  M'Enna  .... 

7 19  9 

Mrs.  Conway  .... 

9 18  Oh 

Magistrate’s  warrant. 

James  Higgins  .... 

7 13  0 

Promised  to  pay  this  week. 

Mrs.  Porteus  .... 

9 0 0 

Magistrate’s  warrant. 

Matthew  Devitt  .... 

12  7 6 

Summoned. 

Daniel  J.  Cruise,  Esq.  . 

6 15  0 

Mrs.  Dr.  Caldwell  . 

8 2 H 

Not  resident. 

Mr.  Robert  Jones  . 

5 12  0 

Promises  payment  when  he  is 

Dr.  James  M'Naird . . . 

5 8 0 

paid  by  the  Guardians  for  his 
services  as  relieving  officer. 
This  amount  is,  I understand. 

Thomas  Gillespie 

5 12  8* 

stopped  by  Guardiuns  out  of 
his  salary. 

Magistrate’s  warrant  executed, 

934  13  6 

and  goods  to  be  sold  if  not  paid. 

Ballina  Union. — Ardnaree  Electoral  Division. — John  Irwin,  Collector. 


Robert  Jones,  Esq.  . 

30  15  8 h 

Edward  Atkinson  . . . 

40  18  If 

Trustees  of  Moy  Fishery  . i 

187  10  0 

John  Fair,  Esq. 

61  16  0 

Mr.  Michael  Howlj. 

13  4 9 

Colonel  Knox  Gore  . . 

32  3 Ilf 

Doctor  White  .... 

14  0 9 

Mr.  Thomas  Dillon  . . . 

5 0 0 

Mr.  Charles  Atkinson  . 

7 5 0 

Mr.  Samuel  Strudgeon  . 

10  16  Oh 

P.  C.  Howly,  Esq.  . 

13  11  2 

Thady  May 

5 8 6f 

Robert  Jones,  Esq.  . 

Rev.  John  Lindsay  . 

6 14  0 

William  Ormsby,  Esq.  . 

109  5 9 

James  Bourns  . ... 

33  8 1 

William  Hamilton  . 

11  12  2 

Mrs.  Mary  Winters 

16  7 1 

John  Strong  .... 

5 0 0 

Henry  Strong  .... 

6 3 Of 

George  Smyth  .... 

9 0 9 

Minor  Smyth  .... 

9 15  3 

Handed  to  solicitor. 

He  has  promised  me  payment  as 
soon  as  he  will  get  the  first 
payment  from  the  Guardians. 

Handed  over  to  solicitor. 

As  occupier,  lias  served  the  regu- 
lar notices  upon  him. 

As  lessor  and  occupier. 

In  the  hands  of  solicitor.  Has 
offered  me  payment,  but  would 
not  be  allowed  to  receive  it  by 
solicitor. 

His  store  engaged,  and  has  pro- 
mised payment  on  being  paid 
by  Guardians. 

I have  noticed  him,  and  will  have 
him  summoned  foT  the  next 
Court. 

I had  processed  him,  by  order  of 
solicitor,  and  he  had  dismissed 


I had  him  summoned,  and  de- 

I creed  him  8/.  18s.  4 d.t  which 
decree  I did  not  get  from  clerk 
of  petty  sessions  yet. 

It  being  a balance  due  on  him, 
has  paid  19/. 

As  lessor  for  houses,  Ardnaree. 

As  lessor  for  Bunree  House. 

As  lessor  and  occupier  for  Quig- 
naleek. 

As  lessor  and  occupier,  and  is 
handed  over  to  solicitor. 

As  lessor  and  occupier,  and  for 
which  I have  magistrate’s  war- 
rant. 

Has  absconded.  Holding  waste. 

As  lessor  and  occupier,  noticed. 

Decreed. 

As  occupier,  noticed ; and  sum- 
mons to  follow. 

As  occupier  and  lessor,  and  for 
the  part  he  is  occupier  he  is 
decreed. 

Paid  by  Oliver  C.  Jackson  10/., 
on  this  Minor  Smyth’s  part, 
leaving  91.  15s.  3d.  due. 


Out  of  the  country.  Outlawry. 
Not  returned  to  me. 


Occupiers  and  non-resident.  Distress 
only  course. 


Writ  issued  against  him  for  the  entire 
amount  he  owes  in  the  Union.  Did 
not  think  it  right  to  take  part,  without 
getting  all. 


Chargeable  against  him  as  deriving  a 
profit  rent  lrom  barracks  occupied  bv 
military.  His  name  not  appearing  in 
rate-book,  barrister  refused  to  decree. 


Writ  issued  against  him. 
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A List  of  the  principal  Defaulting  Rate-payers — continued. 


Names. 

Rate. 

Observations  of  Collector. 

Observations  of  Solicitor. 

Robert  Versclioyle,  Esq. 

Thos.  and  Mat.  Kilgallon  . 
Mr.  Robert  Scott  . . . 1 

Mr.  William  Ham  . 

£.  s.  d. 
10  4 S 

|606 
10  1 8| 
7 4 9* 

Paid  15/.  by  Oliver  C.  Jackson, 
leaving  due  10Z.  4s.  8<Z. 

As  occupiers. 

As  lessor  and  occupier. 

As  occupier  Ardnaree. 

663  3 4i  . 

Ballina  Union. — Kilgarven  and  Attymas  Electoral  Divisions. — John  Irwin,  Collector. 


Thadeus  O’Dowda,  Esq. 

40  u 7 

Lessor  for  35/.  7s.  5 d.,  and  for 
which  I have  him  decreed. 

Thomas  Paget,  Esq. 

7 11  6* 

As  lessor. 

Paid  what  he  owed  in  the  other  divisions 
on  my  application ; objects  to  this,  pro- 
perty being  leased. 

George  Fenton,  Esq. 

9 8 4 

As  occupier.  Noticed. 

Colonel  A.  Knox  Gore  . 

10  8 6 

And  which  sum  his  agent  had 
offered  to  pay  me,  hut  the  soli- 
citor would  not  allow  me  to 
take  it,  as  there  were  proceed- 
ings taken  against  him  for  all 
that  was  due  on  him  throughout 
the  Union. 

See  Note  on  Ardnaree  division  in  this 
case. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Howly  . 

11  17  8'i 

As  lessor.  Noticed. 

Ditto  . ■ . . . . 

2 10  0 

As  occupier. 

Mrs.  Atkinson  .... 

18  17  9 

As  lessor,  and  for  which  I have 
her  decreed. 

■Captain  Moore,  Madras 

20  1 2 

Receiver  under  the  Courts ; and 
by  the  order  of  the  Guardians 
wrote  to  him,  but  got  no 
answer. 

•Captain  Lyndsay 

12  16  9i 

His  agent,  Charles  C.  Cromie. 

Edward  Orme,  Esq. 

8 5 34 

Rated  as  lessor. 

Francis  Evans,  Esq. 

24  17  5 

Edward  Deane,  Esq.,  of  Carrow- 
gowan,  receiver  under  the 
Courts. 

Proceedings  against  receiver. 

Henry  Wills 

11  14  1 

Rated  as  lessor  and  occupier. 
Noticed. 

George  H.  Moore,  Esq. 

28  6 4£ 

He  is  Member  of  Parliament. 

Samuel  Robinson 

4 6 7 

Rated  as  lessor. 

Mr.  Paget  Strudgeon  . 

13  18  64 

As  lessor  and  occupier. 

As  lessor  and  occupier.  Noticed. 

Widow  of  Wellington  Strud- 
geon. 

5 2 6 

Colonel  Browne 

8 1 1 

As  lessor.  George  Clendining, 
his  agent. 

William  Orme,  Esq. 

22  8 6J 
261  2 9| 

As  lessor  and  occupier. 

Got  time  to  March. 

Ballina  Union. — Crossmolina  Electoral  Division. — William  Corcoran,  Collector. 


Mervvn  Pratt,  Esq. 

112  0 

John  Walsh,  Esq.  . 

15  11 

Wm.  Orme,  Esq.  . . . 

18  17 

Minors  Ormsby 

29  17 

Captain  Knox  and  H.  W. 

22  14 

Knox,  Esq. 

W.  H.  Orme,  Esq.  . . . 

79  5 

Mrs.  Jackson  .... 

6 4 

Representatives  of  W.  Ormsby 

11  5 

Counsellor  Bourke  . 

7 1 

Wm.  Kuox  Orme,  Esq. 

16  14 

Mrs.  Atkinson  .... 

7 13 

Pat.  Gallager  .... 

5 ' 0 

0 Solicitor  has  this  in  hand. 

7 Same  rule. 

1 Got  time  from  the  Guardians  till 

3rd  March. 

4 0.  C.  Jackson,  Esq.,  receiver 

over  the  property. 

2 Solicitor  has  this  in  hand. 


0 

9 

2 

8i 

0 

0 

0 


Same  rule. 

Cannot  form  an  opinion  how 
recoverable. 

This  property  is  in  the  hands  of 
0.  C.  Jackson,  Esq. 

Recoverable  by  writ  being  served 
on  him. 

Not  in  the  country.  The  money 
will  be  paid  instanter  by  F. 
Knox  Orrne,  Esq. 

Recoverable  by  civil  bill. 

Same  rule. 


Proceedings. 

Proceedings. 

Got  time  till  5th  March. 

Proceedings. 

Proceedings  by  application  to  Court 
against  receiver. 

Tenants  to  be  noticed. 

Wrote  to  Mr.  Clendiryng,  the  agent,  which 
was  the  extent  of  my  instructions. 

Not  returned  to  me. 

Wrote  him  as  directed. 

Occupiers  ordered  to  be  noticed. 


Notice  and  summons  ordered. 
Not  returned  to  me. 
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A List  of  the  principal  Defaulting  Rata- payers— continued. 


Names. 

Rate. 

Observations  of  Collector. 

Observations  of  Solicitor. 

George  Irwin  .... 

£.  s.  d. 
22  8 6 

Recoverable  by  civil  bill. 

Charles  O’Donel,  Esq.  . 

22  9 0* 

A captain  in  the  Bengal  service, 

Notice  on  occupiers  ordered. 

Widow  Nolan  .... 

18  18  5 

now  in  India.  Cannot  say  in 
what  way  recoverable. 

Cannot  say  how  recoverable. 

Notice  and  summons  ordered. 

Wm.  Johnson  .... 

10  9 8 

Civil  bill  decrees  taken  out  at 

Hugh  Ganet  .... 

6 7 0 

last  sessions  against  him,  which 
are  in  the  hands  of  solicitor. 
Ditto. 

Lord  Arran 

13  16  9 

Recoverable  by  service  of  writ. 

Minors  Joynt  .... 

6 1 8 

In  hands  of  solicitor. 

Wrote  to  Dr.  M'Naird.  Application  to 

Pat.  Fergus  ..... 

5 15  0 

Recoverable  at  petit  sessions. 

Court  ordered. 
Distress  ordered. 

George  Mostyn,  Esq.  . 

5 0 0 

Same  rule. 

Not  returned  to  me. 

l)r.  M'Naird  .... 

5 12  8 i 

Ditto. 

Mr.  H.  Joynt  .... 
Robert  Kirkwood,  Esq. 

9 16  0 

Owes  41.  4s. ; under  51. 
Recoverable  at  petty  sessions. 

Ditto. 

Mrs.  Pew 

9 3 li 

Cannot  form  an  opinion  how 

Manus  L.  O’Donel,  Esq. 

6 0 0 

recoverable. 

Recoverable  by  civil  bill. 

474  1 8 

Ballina  Union. — Belmullet  and  Binghamstomi  Electoral  Divisions. — John  Cosgrave,  Collector. 


Denis  Bingham  .... 
John  Walsh,  Esq.  . 

120 

48 

18 

18 

2 

0 

Lessor. 

Ditto. 

Proceedings. 

Messrs.  Dean  .... 

20 

12 

0 

Ditto. 

J aspers  V.  Fowler  . . 

20 

9 

0 

Ditto,  absentee. 

Henry  Bingham 

20 

0 

0 

Ditto. 

Not  returned  to  me,  ordered  bv  Board  to 

Mrs.  Connel  O’Donel  . 

20 

0 

0 

Ditto  absentee. 

Charles  Covne,  Esq. 

14 

6 

0 

Ditto. 

Thomas  Cormick 

13 

5 

10 

Ditto. 

Captain  H.  Bingham  . 

16 

13 

2 

Ditto,  lives  in  Dublin. 

Mrs.  H.  Bulgham  . 

16 

17 

H 

Ditto. 

Mrs.  H.  Short  . 

13 

0 

0 

Ditto. 

F.  B.  Knox  . . 

9 

15 

0 

Ditto,  Dublin. 

Wrote  to  him,  shall  see  him  if  not  paid. 

J.  W.  Richards 

S 

18 

10 

Ditto,  Dublin. 

Matthew' Atkinson  ... 

8 

1 

0 

Ditto. 

Wrote  to  him,  which  was  the  extent  of 

Cornelius  O’Reilly  . 

my  instructions,  then  paid  10/.,  leaving 

6 

3 

6* 

Ditto,  Galway. 

Messrs.  Irwin  .... 

7 

4 

0 

Ditto. 

Captain  W.  Bourke 

5 

0 

0 

Ditto,  Killala. 

Mr.  G.  Follett  .... 

5 

3 

4 

Ditto. 

Dominick  O’Donel  . 

5 

1 

4 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

The  proceedings  taken  by  solicitor  could 

380 

8 

6 

not  possibly  have  been  made  effective 
last  term,  but  shall  be  so  in  April. 

Thomas  Mac  Andrews. 
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(B>. 


Return  showing  Population  1841,  Number  recoiling  Out-door  Relief,  anil  Number  of 
Children  attending  Schools. 


Population, 

1841. 

No.  receiving 
Out-door 
Relief. 

>To.of  Children 
attending 
Schools. 

Total.  . 

Remarks. 

Ballina  . 

Ballisokeery  . 

Killala  . . ■ . • 

Xiackan  .... 

Ballycastle  .... 

Kilfian 

Crossmolina 

Backs 

Belmullet  .... 
Binghamstown  . 
Attymas  .... 
KflgaTven  .... 
Ardnaree  .... 
Dromore,  West 

Easky 

Killglass  .... 
Castleconnor  . 

12,116 
6,034 
6,208 
■ 1,697 
4,819 
8,147 
12,221 
6,551 
13,345 
9,428 
3,435 
4,158 
7,401 
4,041 
6,349 
4,941 
3,830 

3,243 

1,198 

1,524 

689 

334 

1,808 

3,654 

1,116 

3,090 

2,043 

412 

425 

1,056 

309 

254 

873 

320 

1,885 
1,243 
752 
693 
1 ,493 
920 
2,130 
1,296 

579 

835 

626 

602 

994 

459 

632 

5,128 

2,441 

2,276 

1,382 

1,827 

2,728 

5,784 

2,412 

3,090 

2,043 

991 

1,260 

1,682 

911 

1,248 

1,332 

952 

Not  in  my  district. 
Ditto. 

Total 

120,787 

22,348 

15,139 

37,487 

N.B. — The  average  expense  of  each  child  receiving  relief  is  3^-cf.  per  week. 

Ballina,  February  15, 1848.  W.  J.  Hamilton. 


(C.) 

Return  showing  the  Amount  of  Rate  paid  to  Treasurer  each  weejc. 


Week  ended  August  2, 1847 

£. 

. 35 

Week  ended  November  22,  1847 

£. 

. 287 

9,  ,, 

. 41 

29,  ,, 

. 326 

16,  , , 

. 80 

December  6,  , , 

. 406 

23,  , , 

. 47 

13,  ,, 

. 645 

30,  , , 

. S9 

Period 

23,  ,, 

. 508 

September  6,  ,, 

. 45 

Week 

30,  , , ‘ 

. 135 

13,  ,, 

. 136 

January  6,  1848 

. 647 

20,  , , 

. 175 

13,  , , 

. 472 

21,  ,,  • 

. 87 

20, 

. 300 

October  4,  , , 

. 127 

27,  ,, 

. 252 

11,  ,, 

. 165 

February  3,  ', , 

. ISO 

18,  ,, 

. 120 

10,  ,, 

. 183 

November  1,  ,, 

. 413 

14,  ,, 

. 174 

8,  , , . 

15,  ,, 

. 266 
. 315 

Total  . 

. 

£6662 

Ballina , February  1 5, 1848. 

W.  J. 

Hamilton,  7 P.  L.  Inspector. 

Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  21,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  report  of  the 
16th  instant,  in  which  you  state  that  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Ballina  Union  are 
now  much  embarrassed  for  want  of  funds,  as  the  rates  are  coming  in  very 
slowly. 

The  Commissioners  observe  by  one  of  the  statements  appended  to  the  report, 
that  (in  addition  to  1389  inmates  of  the  workhouses  in  the  Union)  the  Vice- 
Guardians  give  out-door  relief  to  22,348  persons  in  a population  of  120,787, 
whilst  in  your  portion  of  the  Union  the  funds  of  the  British  Relief  Association 
provide  rations  for  15.139  children  attending  the  National  schools,  which,  with 
the  children  similarly  subsisting  in  the  Binghamstown  and  Belmullet,  must, 
when  added  to  the  number  of  persons  on  the  pauper  relief  lists,  form  a total 
exceeding  one-third  of  the  population. 

The  Commissioners  further  observe  that  in  this  Union,  possessing  rateable 
property  of  the  annual  value  of  95,774/.,  estimated  on  a very  moderate  scale — 
the  rates  collected  since  the  2nd  of  August  last  amount  only  to  6,662/.,  out  of 
13,869/.  assessed  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians. 
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Without  adverting  to  the  services  rendered  "by  yourself,  the  Commissioners  Ballina  Union, 
recognise  in  the  advance  of  the  weekly  collection,  since  the  appointment  of  the  — 
Vice-Guardians,  evidence  of  the  exertions  which  these  officers  have  made,  at 
once  manifesting  the  important  utility  and  necessity  of  their  services,  without 
taking  into  consideration  the  advantages  derived  from  their  organization  of  the 
measures  essentially  requisite  for  an  effectual  administration  of  the  laws  for 
relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  are  made  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties  with  which  the 
Vice-Guardians  have  to  contend,  when  your  lists  of  the  persons  owing  rates, 
amounting  to  5 1.  or  upwards,  show  that  in  such  amounts  there  is  uncollected 
37751-,  out  of  rates  struck  in  July,  1847,  averaging  only  2 s.  10 d.  in  the  pound. 

As  this  large  sum  appears  to  he  due  by  many  of  the  owners  of  property  and 
principal  landholders  in  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  would  have  hoped, 
looking  to  the  extent  of  destitution  to  be  relieved,  that  no  legal  proceedings 
could  be  necessary  for  obtaining  the  discharge  of  liabilities  so  created. 

The  Commissioners  observe  that  there  are  several  cases  in  your  lists  where 
payment  has  not  been  promised,  and  directions  for  proceedings  have  not  been 
given.  The  Vice-Guardians  will  no  doubt  in  these  and  all  other  cases  adopt 
such  course  as  may  be  requisite  for  recovery  of  the  rates ; — and  in  reference 
to  the  cases  in  which  distress  must  be  resorted  to,  the  Commissioners  desire  to 
draw  attention  to  the  powers  of  the  collectors  under  the  73rd  section  of  the 
Act  1 and  2 Vic.,  c.  56,  combined  with  the  152nd  section  of  the  6 and  7 
Wm.  IV.,  c.  116,  the  first  provision  in  which  latter  enactment,  enables  them  to 
levy  by  distress,  without  first  summoning  the  defaulters  before  the  magistrates. 

The  Commissioners  have  perceived  with  much  satisfaction  the  promptness 
of  the  course  adopted  towards  the  overseers  who  failed  to  perform  their  duty 
with  integrity,  as  well  as  those  who  subsequently  attempted  the  fraud  of  giving 
orders  for  food  after  their  dismissal.  Such  decisive  measures,  and  a cautious 
selection  of  the  persons  employed  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians, — present  the  only  means  of  securing  a faithful  execution  of  the 
duty  to  be  performed. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — February  21,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I have  been  at  Ballina  for  the  Erris  district, 
last  two  days,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  necessary  arrangements  for  carrying 
out  the  Commissioners’  instructions  relative  to  the  issue  of  cooked  food 
throughout  my  district,  as  well  as  obtaining  a regular  supply  of  funds  to 
defray  the  current  weekly  expenses,  such  as  additional  buildings,  &c.,  at  the 
auxiliary  workhouse,  expenses  of  in-door  relief,  cost  of  staff,  and  other  contin- 
gencies. In  my  report  of  the  14th  instant,  I stated  the  probable  amount  on 
these  heads.  I find  that  it  is  quite  out  of  the  power  of  the  Vice-Guardians, 
under  present  circumstances,  to  undertake  to  remit  funds  sufficient  to  meet 
these  demands  with  any  degree  of  regularity;  and  as  Commissary-General 
Dobree  has  informed  me  that  any  assistance  which  may  be  given  will  be  only 
in  food,  I see  no  alternative,  so  far  as  this  portion  of  the  Ballina  Union  is 
concerned,  but  at  once  proceeding  to  strike  and  levy  (if  possible)  another  rate ; 
however,  before  recommending  the  Guardians  to  take  so  important  a step,  I 
should  feel  obliged  by  your  acquainting  me  with  the  Commissioners’  wishes  on 
this  subject. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  respecting  the  enforcement 
of  the  rates  and  the  revision  of  lists,  the  Commissioners  may  feel  assured  that 
every  step  has  been  taken  to  carry  out  their  instructions.  Three  new  relieving 
officers  were  appointed  on  Thursday,  two  of  whom  were  recommended  by 
Mr.  Brett,  and  a third  has  been  acting  as  an  assistant  in  the  Ballina  electoral 
division,  they  are  all  very  young  and  inexperienced,  but  they  were  the  best 
that  offered.  I asked  the  Vice-Guardians  to  send  Mr.  Palmer,  who  has  a 
general  superintendence  of  the  Union,  to  devote  a week  in  order  to  give  these 
young  men  a fair  start,  but  he  is  at  present  correcting  abuses,  and  they  seem  to 
think  he  has  enough  to  do. 

With  respect  to  the  line  drawn  between  the  relief  afforded  by  the  Guardians 
and  that  derived  from  other  sources,  I beg  to  state  I have  consulted  Lieutenant 
Hamilton  on  the  subject,  and  we  fully  agree  that  owing  to  the  state  and 

2 E 
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Bdllina  Union,  prospects  of  this  Union  it  is  a step  -which  we  apprehend  may  be  attended  with 
dangerous  results.  If  we  could  place  any  dependence  on  the  rate-payers  it 
would,  no  doubt  be  a great  boon  to  the  Guardians,  and  much  facilitate  the 
administration  of  relief ; but  as  a very  large  majority  of  the  rate-payers  appear 
blind  to  their  own  interests,  and  to  embarrass  rather  than  assist  the  working  of 
the  Act,  we  fear  that  whether  under  the  name  of  loan  or  otherwise,  so  long  as 
the  funds  did  not  come  out  of  their  own  pockets,  the  demands  for  relief  would 
be  excessive  and  steadily  increase.  We  would,  therefore,  prefer  that  any 
assistance  which  may  be  afforded  to  the  Guardians  should  be  unconditional,  to 
be  applied  by  them  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  Union,  and  become  a charge 
as  such.  In  offering  these  suggestions  we  are  not  aware  whether  the  Commis- 
sioners have  ulterior  objects  in  view,  but,  at  the  same  time,  we  wish  to  lay 
before  them  our  opinion  without  reserve. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  2,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  a new  rate  of 
at  least  3s.  in  the  pound  should  be  made  on  the  Belmullet  and  Binghamstown 
electoral  divisions  when  the  present  rate  is  collected. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  would  wish  to  know 
the  precise  sum  required  for  the  out-door  relief  of  destitute  able-bodied  men 
in  your  district,  with  a view  of  having  data  for  regulating  the  amount  of 
advances  for  your  district,  which  they  would  recommend  to  the  favourable 
consideration  of  the  British  Association. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  contemplate  a specific  appropriation  of  such 
advances ; but  they  are  desirous  that  the  rate-payers  should  provide  funds 
adequate  to  the  due  relief  of  the  workhouse  inmates,  and  of  persons  relieved 
out  of  the  workhouse,  under  the  first  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Exten- 
sion Act. 


Mr.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  22,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  calling  my  attention  to  the 
operation  ot  the  labour  test  as  a means  of  checking  applications  for  relief 
from  persons  not  in  a really  destitute  condition,  and  inviting  me  to  offer  any 
suggestions  that  may  occur  to  me  with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
details  of  such  a system  of  employment  may  be  most  advantageously  conducted, 
1 have  the  honour  to  state  that  I have  attentively  considered  the  working  of 
the  system  m Ballina  Union,  and  both  by  examination  of  the  persons  now  at 
work  there  and  of  the  Labour  Books  recording  their  attendance,  I have 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied  paupers,  as 
conducted  at  Ballina,  does  operate  as  a sufficient  check  to  applications  from 
persons  not  in  a destitute  condition.  The  general  appearance  of  the  paupers 
employed  m the  working  parties  which  I visited,  marked  them  as  being  in 
destitute  circumstances,  and  I could  not  hear  of  any  cases  where  it  was  alleged 
that  persons  not  requiring  relief  were  thus  receiving  it.  Indeed  I think  that 
the  nature  of  the  relief,  and  the  terms  upon  which  it  is  granted,  make  it  highly 
improbable  that  any  persons  who  were  not  in  great  want  would  seek  it  by  this 
means.  The  ration  for  an  able-bodied  man  is  no  more  than  H lb.  of  the 
coarsest  bread  daily ; and  to  entitle  himself  to  this  he  must  perform  a task  of 
work  which  requires  some  industry  to  complete.  The  details  of  this  system 
weie  arranged  by  the  Vice-Guardians  with  my  concurrence,  and  I do  not  at 
present  see  any  manner  in  which  they  could  be  much  improved.  Their  greatest 
SWk  t0  wai;t°f  simplicity,  but  I am  not  prepared  to  suggest 

any  method  by  which  this  could  be  remedied  without  diminishing  the  checks 
against  fraud  which  they  were  framed  to  secure.  If,  indeed  (an  you  have 
suggested  m a paper  lately  referred  to  me),  one  description  of  work  could  be 
adhered  to,  and  the  paupers  kept  solely  at  breaking  stones,  I think  the  test 
would  become  more  stringent ; for  there  is  much  more  opportunity  given  for 
an  indolent  man  to  escape  performing  a full  task  of  work  when  employed  at 

0f.7hlwh  18  “,ot  easily  caPaUe  of  regulation  by  measurement. 
And  with  this  view  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Ballina  and  other  Unions  are  now, 
at  my  suggestion,  advertising  for  contracts  for  the  supply  of  stones  for  the  use 
of  the  working  parties,  and  if  these  are  obtained  on  easy  terms,  I anticipate 
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great  advantage  from  the  plan.  I think  it  very  possible  that  such  contracts  Ballina  Uniou. 
may  be  obtained  from  road  contractors.  — 

The  numerous  instances  in  which  men  have  left  the  working  parties  after 
one  or  two  days’  trial  of  them,  affords  in  my  opinion  some  additional  evidence 
of  the  good  effects  of  this  test,  and  is  corroborated  by  the  increased  activity 
which  I think  I can  observe  among  small  holders  of  land  in  preparing  for  a 
spring  crop.  However,  of  this  I cannot  speak  with  much  confidence,  as  I am 
unable  to  judge  of  it  relatively  with  what  takes  place  in  other  years,  from 
being  but  slightly  acquainted  with  this  district  of  Ireland. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — February  24,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th 
instant,  forwarding  for  my  information  an  extract  from  a report  which  the 
Commissioners  have  received  from  the  Vice-Guardians  of  this  Union,  relating 
to  the  employment  of  poor  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the  Union,  and 
stating  that  the  Commissioners  desire  to  draw  my  attention  to  the  operation  of 
the  labour  test,  as  a means  of  checking  applications  for  relief  from  persons  not 
in  a really  destitute  condition ; and  that  the  Commissioners  will  be  glad  to  be 
furnished  with  any  suggestions  which  I may  wish  to  offer  on  the  subject  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  details  of  such  a system  of  employment  may  be  most 
advantageously  conducted. 

I beg  to  say  that  having,  from  the  commencement  of  the  out-door  relief,  been 
in  almost  daily  communication  with  the  Vice-Guardians,  any  suggestions  as  to 
details  which  I had  to  offer,  I made  to  them,  and  that  I fully  approve  of  their 
arrangements,  which  only  require,  in  my  opinion,  a trustworthy  staff  to  make 
as  perfect  as  any  system  of  such  magnitude  can  be ; at  present,  however,  there 
is  a great  deficiency  of  implements.  All  the  exertions  of  the  Vice-Guardians 
to  prevent  imposition  by  enforcing  a sufficient  task  of  work  in  return  for  the 
relief  afforded  are  in  vain,  as  they  are  powerless  from  want  of  implements.  They 
received  orders  from  the  Board  of  Works  on  the  storekeepers  at  Ballina  and 
Kill  ala  ; from  the  former  they  only  received  part  (and  the  greater  part  useless), 
from  the  latter  they  received  but  a small  portion,  partly  useless. 

Every  hour  brings  in  applications  and  complaints  from  the  overseers,  the 
justice  of  which  cannot  be  denied,  particularly  as  the  Vice-Guardians  hold  them 
strictly  accountable  for  any  irregularity  or  insufficiency  of  work. 

Although  Dromore  West  and  Easky  were  mentioned  in  the  application  to 
the  Board  of  Works,  we  have  neither  received  any  tools,  nor  any  reply  from 
them. 

i^At  those  stores  on  which  orders  have  been  received,  the  storekeepers  refuse 
to  deliver  tools  until  exorbitant  demands  for  rent  shall  be  satisfied.  The  Com- 
missioners will  thus  perceive  that  it  is  very  discouraging,  after  having  organized 
a good  system  of  checking  abuses,  to  have  it  in  a great  measure  rendered  unavail- 
able for  want  of  machinery. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  25,  1848. 

. I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  24th  instant,  relating  to  the  operation  of  the  system  of  out-door 
relief  established  in  the  Ballina  Union,  and  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
have  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Works  to  that  part  of  your  report 
which  relates  to  the  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  implements  required  to  employ 
the  able-bodied  poor  receiving  relief. 


The  Commissioners  to  Count  Strzelecki: — February  26,  1848.  * 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith  for  your  in- 
formation, a copy  of  a communication  which  they  have  received  from  Lieutenant 
Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  relating  to  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  Ballina  Union,  and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  take 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  into  consideration,  with  a view  to  the  application 
of  Lieutenant  Hamilton  being  complied  with. 

2 E 2 
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Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  27,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, that  the  various  departments  of  the  workhouse  of  this  Union  are  in  a 
satisfactory  and  healthy  state.  The  mortality  in  the  infirmary  has  been  trifling 
considering  the  number  of  patients  and  the  state  to  which  some  of  them  are 
reduced  by  dysentery  and  hardship.  I think  the  medical  officer  is  very  atten- 
tive to  his  duties,  in  which  opinion  I am  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the 
patients  invariably  seem  to  be  most  thankful  to  him  for  his  exertions  and  kind- 
ness. The  workhouse  schools  are  in  my  opinion  cleaner  and  better  managed 
than  any  of  the  schools  (national  or  otherwise)  that  I have  seen  in  the  Union. 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  our  assistant-master,  three  of  our  relieving  officers,  and 
the  porter  at  Binghamstown,  are  in  fever. 

I yesterday  visited  the  working  parties  at  Kilglass  and  Dromore  West.  I 
must  own  I was  agreeably  surprised  at  finding  the  progress  which  had  been 
made.  Mr.  Burrowes  (Vice-Guardian)  writes  me  word  that  he  visited  the  pits 
at  Killala,  and  that  everything  seemed  satisfactory.  The  Vice-Guardians  have 
called  for  a return  of  200  single  men,  able-bodied,  at  present  on  the  works,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  them  all  orders  for  admission  to  the  workhouse  ; ten  men 
from  each  working  party  will  give  the  number ; they  purpose  repeating  the 
dose  once  a fortnight.  I hope  that  this  may  drive  some  of  them  to  seek  for 
employment,  which  I fear,  notwithstanding  what  may  be  said  to  the  contrary, 
is  very  sparingly  offered ; however,  if  we  do  our  best,  and  try  to  make  the  sub- 
ordinates do  their  best,  I think  the  ratepayers  will  only  have  themselves  to 
blame  if  one  man  for  whom  there  is  employment  at  profitable  work,  be  permited 
by  them  to  be  fed  at  their  expense  at  unprofitable  work.  While  on  this  subject, 
I may  mention  that  offers  have  been  made  by  road  contractors  to  lay  down 
stones  for  the  paupers  to  break,  for  which  they  are  willing  to  pay  a certain 
limited  sum  per  ton. 

I have  replied  to  some  very  plausible  applications  that  I considered  pauper 
labour  cannot  be  applied  too  unprofitably,  but  that  if  the  county  surveyor  will 
point  out  any  roads  upon  which  contracts  have  expired,  and  any  saving  to  the 
Union  will  result,  I thought  the  Vice-Guardians  would  have  no  objection  to 
have  stones  broken  for  their  repair ; but  I set  my  face  against  contractors  being 
permitted  to  derive  any  benefit  by  getting  the  work  done  cheaper  than  they 
would  be  forced  to  pay  for  legitimate  labour. 

I have  been  seriously  thinking  whether  or  not  it  would  be  expedient  to  limit 
the  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  to  the  expiration  of  the  current  two  months’ 
order.  It  is  a subject  of  deep  importance.  On  the  one  hand  there  are  thousands 
of  acres  lying  waste,  and  on  the  other,  thousands  are  supported  for  whom  there 
is  an  abundance  of  employment.  If  the  ratepayers  would  only  see  their  own 
interests  and  exert  themselves  a little,  I have  no  doubt  that  we  could  manage 
very  well  to  relieve  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Act  all  proper  objects  who  are 
legally  entitled  to  relief;  however,  the  landholders  say  that  they  neither  have 
nor  can  they  get  the  means  to  give  employment : some  of  those  who  can  best 
afford  to  do  anything  are  not  doing  as  much  as  those  who  can  badly  afford  to 
pay  their  weekly  labour  bills ; so  that  I fear  there  is  very  little  prospect  of  any 
early  improvement  in  the  present  deplorable  and  ruinous  state  of  affairs. 

To  show  how  completely  the  exports  and  imports  of  corn  have  changed  in 
the  last  three  years,  1 give  the  following  statement,  which  1 extracted  from  the 
collector’s  books  of  the  Harbour  Commissioners : — 


Bread  stuffs  imported  into  the  port  of  Ballina  from 

1st  January,  1845,  to  1st  January,  1846  . . None. 

Ditto  exported  ditto  from 

1st  January,  1845,  to  1st  January,  1846  . . 9480  tons. 

Bread  stuffs  imported  into  the  port  of  Ballina  from 

1st  January,  1847,  to  1st  January,  1848  . . 7631  tons. 

Ditto  exported  ditto  from 

1st  January,  1847,  to  1st  January,  1848  . . 455  tons. 

By  this  it  may  easily  be  seen  how  the  tide  has  turned. 


I purpose  visiting  the  district  of  Erris  in  company  with  Mr.  R.  Hamilton 
during  the  ensuing  week.  He  and  Mr.  Waters  are  so  completely  thrown  upon 
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their  own  resources,  that  I may  be  of  use  to  them  in  various  little  matters  of 
detail  connected  with  their  very  painful  duties.  I have  requested  that  my  letters 
may  be  addressed  to  Belmullet  up  to  Saturday  next. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  29,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  satisfaction  at  the  course  pursued 
hy  you  with  regard  to  the  proposals  of  the  road  contractors  to  lay  down  stones 
for  the  paupers  to  break,  which  is  entirely  in  accordance  with  the  Commis- 
sioners’ views. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  think  that  the  Vice- 
Guardians  should  be  careful  not  to  sell  broken  stones  below  the  market  price. 

The  Commissioners  would  propose  to  limit  the  out-door  relief  order  to  the 
18th  March,  at  which  time  the  Commissioners  trust  that  the  able-bodied  paupers 
in  the  Ballina  Union  may  be  thrown  for  awhile  on  their  own  resources. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  26,  1 848. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  relative  to  providing  accom- 
modation for  the  poor  whose  cabins  have  been  unroofed  in  this  district,  and  to 
my  reports  of  the  14th  and  2 1st  instant,  I beg  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Commissioners,  that  upwards  of  35/.  is  now  due  to  the  mechanics 
employed  in  making  available  the  buildings  attached  to  the  auxiliary  workhouse, 
independent  of  bills  due  for  materials,  &c.,  and  as  the  Vice-Guardians  have 
hitherto  been  unable  to  meet  these  liabilities,  I should  feel  mucli  obliged  if  you 
would  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  of  the  Commissioners’  wishes  regarding 
the  carrying  on  of  these  works. 

I may  remark  that  within  the  last  few  days  three  persons  have  been  found 
dead  on  the  road-side  in  the  vicinity  of  the  workhouse,  whose  death  I attribute 
to  want  of  common  shelter,  as  on  referring  to  the  relieving  officers’  books  it 
appeared  they  had  regularly  received  the  relief  allowed  for  their  support ; and 
I this  day  brought  into  the  poor-house  three  persons  (from  Mullaghroe)  in  a 
dying  state,  who  I wras  informed  had  slept  under  a hay-rick  for  three  nights  ; 
two  of  these  I consider  past  all  hope  of  recovery. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  2,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  26th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  Ballina  Union,  and  I am  to  inform 
you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  for  an  advance  of  400/.  for 
the  purpose  mentioned  in  your  report. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  26,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners^ 
that  in  consequence  of  the  owners  of  the  houses  in  which  the  boilers  are  in 
belonging  to  the  British  Association,  having  refused  to  give  them  up,  or  let 
them  be  made  use  of,  until  all  manner  of  old  outstanding  claims  be  liquidated,, 
a sufficient  number  could  only  be  obtained  for  the  issue  of  stirabout  rations  at 
three  depots  in  this  district  during  the  past  week.  I attribute  this  unwilling- 
ness to  give  up  possession  of  the  boilers  to  a combination  against  the  issue  of 
cooked . food  which  appears  pretty  general ; however,  no  exertion  shall  be 
spared  in  order  to  carry  out  the  Commissioners’  instructions  on  this  point  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  I am  in  hopes  a supply  of  boilers  may  shortly 
be  obtained  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Ballina 

Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  carrying  out  the  labour  test,  princi- 
pally owing  to  our  not  being  able  to  procure  from  the  Board  of  Works’  store 
a sufficient  number  of  hammers,  and  the  great  expense  of  bringing  other 
requisites  for  this  purpose  from  Ballina.  All  the  able-bodied  paupers  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  auxiliary  workhouse  are  employed  in  various  kinds  of  useful 
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works  on  the  premises,  and  considering  these  people  have  been  hitherto  so 
little  inclined  to  labour,  they  appear  to  be  getting  on  pretty  well. 

I regret  but  little  progress  has  been  made  during  the  last  fortnight  in  the 
collection  of  rates  in  this  district,  owing  principally  to  the  collector  not  having 
the  power  of  taking  summary  proceedings  against  defaulting  landlords ; how- 
ever, the  requisite  notices  have  been  served,  and  proceedings  will  be  imme- 
diately taken  for  the  recovery  of  nearly  200/. ; this  course  would  have  been 
adopted  some  time  previous,  only  the  Guardians  were  then  of  opinion  proceed- 
ings in  the  superior  Courts  against  these  parties  would  be  preferable ; there  is 
still  380/.  due  by  landlords,  127/.  by  tenants,  and  483/.  being  collected,  makes 
the  total  of  the  rate  990/. 

I regret  the  relieving  officers  have  not  as  yet  brought  in  their  books,  conse- 
quently I am  unable  to  prepare  the  estimate  required  by  your  letter  of  the 
17th  instant,  but  I hope  to  forward  it  by  Monday’s  post. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  6,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Works  has  been 
drawn  to  the  necessity  of  supplying  the  implements  required  for  the  use  of  the 
Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  boilers  mentioned  in  your  report 
belong  to  the  Vice-Guardians. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  1,  1848. 

We  have  to  report  most  favourably  as  to  the  state  of  the  poorhouse.  Com- 
missary-General Dobree  visited  it  lately,  and  expressed  himself  highly  satisfied  at 
the  regularity  and  cleanliness  which  prevailed. 

The  amount  of  rates  paid  in  weekly  by  the  collectors  is  sadly  inadequate  to 
meet  our  demands.  Every  exertion  has  been  made,  and  is  making,  to  render  the 
collection  more  satisfactory;  but  we  do  not  calculate  on  receiving  much  before  the 
15th  April,  on  which  day  we  purpose  revising  the  cases  of  those  in  default,  and 
issuing  such  further  instructions  as  may  seem  necessary. 

We  are  endeavouring  to  satisfy  our  contractors  by  making  small  payments  on 
account,  as  our  funds  enable  us ; but  it  is  vain  to  hope  to  succeed  in  doing  so  much 
longer  without  considerable  assistance.  Our  meal  contractor  declared  this  day  his 
inability  to  supply  us  further  without  payment,  there  being  due  to  him  over 
1,200/. ; and  we  believe  would  have  ceased  to  honour  our  orders  were  it  not  for  the 
timely  assistance  afforded  us  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  which  has  set  things  right  for  some 
little  time  longer. 

You  may  with  confidence  rely  that  any  assistance  which  may  be  afforded,  shall 
not  cause  us  to  relax  our  exertions  in  compelling  payment  from  defaulters,  but  on 
the  contrary  will  stimulate  us  to  greater,  as  it  will  afford  us  prospects  of  being  able 
to  carry  on  the  relief  of  the  destitute. 

We  can  report  favourably  as  to  the  working  of  the  out-door  labour  test : it  is 
answering  our  expectations. 

Many  complaints  are  made  by  farmers  and  landholders  of  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing labourers,  in  consequence  of  the  superior  attraction  our  employment  offers ; 
but  on  inquiry  we  invariably  find  that  the  rate  of  wages  offered  by  such  persons  is 
totally  inadequate  to  enable  the  object  of  their  kindness  to  support  their  families 
from  starvation— the  real  motive  being,  to  obtain  relief  in  aid  of  wages. 

Feeling  that  it  is  now  necessary  to  force  persons  who  may  not  be  inclined, 
through  idleness,  to  seek  employment  in  the  fields,  we  are  making  arrangements 
to  provide  room  in  the  house  for  200  able-bodied  single  men,  or  married  without  . 
families,  and  to  refuse  such  out-door  relief,  leaving  them  the  alternative  of  being 
admitted  to  the  poor-house,  or  using  exertion  to  find employment. 

We_  persist  in  giving  bread  only  to  the  able-bodied  labourers,  although  the  ex- 
pense is  one-third  more  than  meal ; but  we  calculate  that  the  evil  of  such  extra 
expense  is  fully  counterbalanced  bv  the  stringency  of  the  test.  A manifest  im- 
provement has  taken  place  in  the  health  of  the  able-bodied,  though  fed  on  bread 
alone,  of  which  we  can  produce  ample  testimony. 

. are  gradually  finding  a good  class  of  overseers;  and  if  any  peculiar 

instances  of  good  conduct  and  attention  appear,  we  use  our  discretion  in  reward- 
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mg  such  person  by  advancing  his  pay  from  Is.  6rf.  to  2s.  per  day  during  plea- 

Every  day  brings  in  instances  of  attempted  frauds  and  forgeries,  but  which 
rarely  succeed.  We  enclose  you  specimens  of  such,  and  copies  of  instructions  we 
hare  issued  to  protect  ourselves  as  much  as  possible,  which  we  hope  will  meet 
wifli  your  approbation. 

We  have  much  reason  to  feel  satisfied  at  the  appointment  of  Mr.  John  Palmer 
as  revising  officer.  His  exertions  have  produced  much  good  in  checking  abuse, 
and  directing  relief  to  the  proper  objects. 

In  conclusion,  we  are  happy  to  be  able  to  state,'  that  although  abuses  may 
exist,  the  general  impression  through  the  country  seems  to  be,  that  our  first  and 
most  important  object  is  attained,  “ that  of  meeting  destitution.” 

Enclosures  referred  to. 

Battina  Union. — Crossmolina  Electoral  Division. 

Able-bodied. 

17 th  day  of  February,  1848. 

To  Mr.  H.  Charleton,  Storekeeper,  Crossmolina  Division. 

Give  bearer  for  Michael  Caden,  he  having  completed  his  task,  fourteen  pounds  of 

bread. 

Oliver  Roe, 

Overseer  in  charge  of  Working  Party. 

No.  727,  in  Crossmolina  Electoral  Division. 

(Hours  of  attendance  at  depot  from  10  to  4 o’clock.) 


Ballina  Union. — Crossmolina  Electoral  Division. 


Able-bodied. 


lSfZt  day  of  February,  1848. 

To  Mr.  H.  Charleton,  Storekeeper,  Crossmolina  Division. 


Give  bearer  for  William  Murphy,  he  having  completed  his  task,  fourteen  pounds  of 

•bread. 


Martin  M'Gurrin. 
Overseer  in  charge  of  Working  Party. 

No.  28. — Crossmolina  Electoral  Division. 

4 lbs.  (Hours  of  attendance  at  depot  from  10  to  4 o’clock.) 


Ballina  Union. — Crossmolina  Electoral  Division. 

Impotent  Poor. 

22 nd  day  of  February,  1848. 
To  Mr.  H.  Charleton,  Storekeeper,  Crossmolina  Division. 

Deliver  to  Bridget  M'Hugh  seventeen  pounds  of  meal,  allowed  by  Vice-Guardians 
for  her  support  for  week  ending  26th  day  of  February,  1848. 

Thomas  Tighe,  Relieving  Officer. 
(Hours  of  attendance  at  depot  from  10  to  4 o’clock.) 


Ballina  Union. — Crossmolina  Electoral  Division, 

Able-bodied. 

22nd  day  of  February , 1848. 
1 o Mr.  H.  Charleton,  Storekeeper,  Crossmolina  Division. 


Give  bearer  for  William  Foy,  he  having  completed  his  task,  sixteen  pounds  of  bread. 

Oliver  Roe, 

, ^ Overseer  in  charge  of  Working  Party. 

No.  478,  m Crossmolina  Electoral  Division. 

(Hours  of  attendance  at  dep6t  from  10  to  4 o’clock.) 


Ballina  Union. 
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Ballina  Union. 


Erris 


Ballina  Union~  Crossmolina  Electoral  Division. 

Able-bodied. 

2 4th  day  of  February,  1848. 

To  Mr.  H.  Charleton,  Storekeeper,  Crossmolina  Division. 

Give  bearer  for  Patt  Monaghan,  he  having  completed  his  task,  seventeen  pounds  of 

bread. 

Patt  Kelly, 

Overseer  in  charge  of  Working  Party . 

No.  935,  in  Crossmolina  Electoral  Division. 

7 lbs.  (Hours  of  attendance  at  dep6l  from  10  to  4 o’clock.) 

To  Messrs.  William  and  George  Malley,  Contractors  for  Meal  and  Bread. 

Gentlemen, — As  cases  of  the  forgeries  of  tickets  are  occurring  every  day,  particularly 
of  those  signed  by  Overseers,  we  have  directed  a circular  to  be  issued,  ordering  each  overseer 
and  relieving  officer  to  write  the  word  which  signifies  the  amount  of  food  in  red  ink , and  in 
large  letters,  so  as  to  occupy  the  entire  space.  If  you  detect  any  person  offering  a ticket 
which  is  evidently  a forgery,  lay  it  aside,  and  refuse  any  food  to  all  such  persons  for  that  day. 
If  the  false  ticket  has  been  paid  in  the  press  of  business,  and  the  forgery  is  afterwards  disco- 
vered, refuse  to  honour  the  ticket  that  may  be  next  presented  by  the  same  person,  even 
thouugh  it  be  a true  one.  This  will  serve  as  a punishment,  and  replace  what  you  already 
distributed  improperly.  I think  our  adopting  this  plan,  and  punishing  the  overseers,  unless 
their  instructions  as  to  writing  the  amount,  &c.,  are  attended  to,  will  serve  to  check  the  abuse 
without  resorting  to  the  measure  of  striking  the  offenders’  names  off  the  lists,  which  might  be 
attended  with  most  serious  consequences. 

You  will  please  circulate  this  among  your  storekeepers. 

Circular  sent  to  all  Overseers  and  Relief  Officers. 

As  many  forgeries  of  tickets  are  daily  committed,  you  are  requested  in  future,  when  filling 
each  ticket,  to  write  the  word  which  shows  the  amount  of  food  in  red  ink,  and  so  as  to  fill  the 
entire  space,  as  also  the  number;  the  remainder  of  the  ticket  may  be  written  in  black  or  blue. 
In  no  case  13  an  overseer  to  give  a ticket  for  more  than  one  day’s  rations  except  on  Saturday, 
when  he  gives  three. 

In  case  any  person,  who  has  not  been  employed  before  during  the  week,  applying  for 
the  first  time  on  Saturday,  he  may  be  set  to  work,  but  is  only  to  receive  one  day's  rations. 

You  are  again  requested  to  be  careful  in  filling  the  tickets  correctly,  as  the  storekeepers 
have  received  instructions  to  refuse  any  that  are  obliterated  or  are  not  plainly  written. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : —March  2,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  applied  for  an  advance 
of  400Z.  to  assist  you  in  your  present  difficulties. 

1 am  at  the  same  time  to  express  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  at  the 
arrangements  made  by  you  for  the  relief  of  destitution  in  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  are  convinced  that  you  will  do  everything  in  your  power 
to  prevent  frauds  upon  the  rate-payers,  and  they  approve  of  the  course  which  you 
have  adopted  in  reference  to  the  particular  kinds  of  frauds  mentioned  in  your 
report. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  ; — 
March  2,  1848. 

On  our  return  yesterday  from  visiting  the  depot  at  Aughtram,  we  found  a 
crowd  of  persons  collected  under  the  windows  of  the  relieving  officer’s  residence 
in  Birighamstown,  all  of  whom  appeared  in  a state  of  starvation,  and  were  most 
clamorous  in  their  complaints  against  the  relieving  officer  for  the  manner  they 
were  kept  waiting  for  days,  in  order  to  obtain  their  tickets  on  the  storekeeper. 
One  man  was  lying  exposed  in  the  street,  I may  say  dead,  apparently  without  any 
attention  having  been  paid  to  him.  We  brought  the  relieving  officer  over  to  this 
man,  and  asked  him  what  he  had  done  for  him.  He  said  he  had  given  him  a ticket 
on  the  storekeeper , which,  of  course,  was  no  use,  as  the  man  was  actually  dying  at 
the  time.  _ With  some  difficulty  we  persuaded  a resident  in  the  town  to  take  this 
poor  man  into  his  house,  and  attend  to  his  wants  for  the  present. 

In  consequence  of  this  occurrence,  together  with  the  youth  and  inexperience  of 
the  relieving  officers  lately  sent  down  here,  we  thought  it  prudent  to  write  the 
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annexed  letter  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  which  we  hope  the  Commissioners  will 
approve  of. 

We  again  visited  the  Binghamstown  depot  this  day,  and  were  not  at  all 
satisfied  at  the  manner  the  relieving  officer  was  attending  to  the  wants  of  the 


Letter  referred  lo. 

The  .Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspectors  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — March  1,  1848. 

We  have  the  honourio  request  that,  if  possible,  you  will  on  receipt  of  this  commu- 
nicahon  send  Mr.  John  Palmer  to  take  charge,  pro  tern.,  of  the  Binghamstown  electoral 
division.  ° 

We  are  aware  that  Mr.  Palmer  is  at  this  time  most  actively  employed  in  defecting  abuses  : 
but  in  this  case  it  is  a matter  of  life  or  death,  so  that  we  trust  on  your  co-operation 

Mr.  Palmer  mil  have  to  remain  here  for  a fortnight.  We  will  recommend  to  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  that  he  be  allowed  a fair  sum  for  his  trouble  and  expenses. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  11,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  fully  approve  of  the  course  which 
you  adopted  under  the  circumstances  represented  in  your  report;  and  they  are 
prepared  to  sanction  any  reasonable  allowance  to  Mr.  Palmer  for  the  extra 
expense  which  he  may  incur  in  carrying  into  etfect  the  instructions  which  he  mav 
receive.  J 

The  Commissioners  presume  that  steps  are  being  taken  to  replace  the  inefficient 
relieving  officer  to  whom  you  refer ; and  the  Commissioners  await  your  report  of 
his  name,  with  a view  to  the  issue  of  an  order  under  seal  for  his  dismissal. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  4,  1848. 

, 4l  1 have  the  honour  to  send  you  the  annexed  letter  which  I have  received 
from  the  Viee-Guardians. 

1 beg  to  recommend  that  an  order  for  500/.  worth  of  provisions  may  be  for 
warded  tor  the  use  of  my  district  of  the  Ballina  Union. 


Letter  referred  to. 

Mr.  Burrowes,  for  Vice-Guardians,  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  -.—March  3,  1848. 

We  will  require  immediately  some  assistance  in  provision,  as  the  amount  of  our  last 
order  on  the  Commissariat  stores  is  nearly  exhausted,  and  our  bread  contractor  must  cease 
supplymg  us  forthwith,  unless  he  is  provided  with  funds.  He  has  given  formal  notice  that  he 
will  cease  on  this  day  week,  unless  his  demands  are  met. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  8,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the  British 
Association  for  a further  advance  of  500/.  to  assist  the  Vice-Guardians  in  providing 
tor  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  4,  1848. 

As  the  season  is  now  advancing,  and  the  period  for  sowing  will  soon  have 
come  and  passed,  we  are  particularly  anxious  to  curtail  the  out-door  labour  test, 
which  has  answered  its  purpose  so  far,  and  to  extend  the  in-door  test  to  the  utmost 
oi  our  power. 

We  are  of  opinion,  that  if  we  were  in  a position  to  offer  workhouse  accom- 
modation to  one  thousand  persons,  we  would  be  able  to  reduce  the  numbers  re- 
lieved at  present  by  at  least  five  thousand. 

We  would  first  throw  upon  their  own  resources  all  single  able-bodied  men; 
next,  all  those  married,  without  families ; and  so  on,  according  to  the  smallness  of 
t le  number  of  dependents  ; as  such  will  he  able  to  support  themselves  upon  the 
wages  usually  given  in  the  country,  and  should  be  compelled  to  seek  for  such 
support. 

2F 


BaViina  Union. 
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We  are  daily  weeding  the  workhouse,  so  that  we  shall  have  room  for  400 
shortly.  We  would  also  wish,  if  you  approve  of  it,  to  rent  a store  in  this  town 
capable  of  accommodating  at  least  600  persons.  The  title  to  it  is  doubtful,  being 
the  store  for  which  Colonel  Gore  disputes  his  liability  to  pay  rate ; but  we  con- 
sider, if  he  would  give  us  an  undertaking  for  quiet  enjoyment  we  might  with 
safety  treat  for  it. 

It  is  admirably  adapted  for  our  purpose,  there  being  boilers  already  set,  used  by 
the  late  Committees. 

This  would  accomplish  our  object,  but  a serious  difficulty  presents  itself ; we 
have  clothing  for  only  50  men,  in  addition  to  the  present  inmates.  We  might 
turn  out  50,  and  thus  provide  for  100,  but  no  more.  And  our  funds  will  not 
permit  of  our  incurring  the  serious  expense  of  providing  clothing  for  so  many. 
We  are  anxious  to  know  if  we  could  look  forward  to  receiving  any  assistance  to 
enable  us  to  take  a step  so  important  to  the  welfare  of  the  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  7,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  he  good  enough  to  furnish  the  Commissioners 
with  an  estimate  ot  the  clothing  which  will  be  required  to  carry  out  the  arrange- 
ments suggested  in  your  communication. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  6,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, that  I have  passed  the  hist  week  in  the  district  of  Erris,  and  that  I have, 
hi  company  with  Mr.  Richard  Hamilton,  visited  several  localities  in  the  electoral 
divisions  of  Binghamstown  and  Belmullet. 

I find  that  the  general  distress  which  he  has  to  provide  for  is  with  difficulty 
met;  and  in  some  localities  it  is  to  be  feared  that,  notwithstanding  every  exertion, 
and  I may  say  almost  unlimited  relief,  the  heartless  conduct  of  Mr.  Walsh  has’ 
brought  many  poor  persons  to  a premature  grave.  On  the  last  occasion  of  my 
visit  to  Erris,  I felt  so  strongly  on  this  latter  subject  that  I did  not  trust  myself 
to  write  to  you  with  reference  to  it  until  some  days  after  my  return  to  Ballina: 
I find,  however,  that  the  same  system  of  eviction  is  still  going  on  ; and  I cannot 
he  an  eye-witness  to  the  terrible  results  of  it  without  expressing  my  horror  at 
the  barbarous  manner  in  which  many  poor  persons  have  been  treated.  I 'have 
less  hesitation  in  doing  so,  as  I am  aware  that  this  report  will  probably  appear  in 
some  future  blue  book,  and  that  Mr.  Walsh  will  have  an  opportunity  of  defending 
himself,  if  he  can.  Giving  him  credit  for  having  received  every  provocation, 
I must  record  my  humble  opinion,  that  no  man  possessed  of  common  feeling  would 
have  acted  as  he  has  done. 

A Mr.  Lyons,  a middleman,  is  following  Mr.  Walsh’s  example  upon  a small 
scale.  Mr.  Hamilton  and  myself  picked  up  one  of  his  outcasts  a few  days  ago  in 
Binghamstown,  laid  out  as  a corpse  in  the  centre  of  the  streets,  and  to  all  appear- 
ance dead  : however,  through  the  exertions  of  a person  whom  we  persuaded  to 
take  the  poor  man  in,  he  was,  I may  say,  brought  to  life  again,  although  the  doctor 
whom  we  met  on  the  road  a few  minutes  previously,  first  told  us  he  was  dead, 
and  then  said  that  he  was  past  all  hope.  The  man  is  now  in  the  workhouse 
doing  well. 

In  this  wretched  place  one  hears  of  nothing  but  deaths  or  disease  ; such  is  the 
demoralized  state  of  the  people  that  dead  bodies  and  frightful  objects  are  paraded 
to  excite  compassion;  every  person  one  meets  has  some  complaint  to  make,  about 
one  in  a thousand  of  which  there  is  any  foundation  for,  or  any  grounds  over  which 
we  have  control.  As  I have  said  of  the  people  of  my  own  district,  there  is  every 
allowance  to  be  made  for  all  this ; it  would  only  be  wonderful  if  they  were  any- 
thing better,  considering  the  examples  which  they  have  before  them ; it  is  in  fact 
the  blind  leading  the  blind. 

With  reference  to  my  own  immediate  district,  to  which  I propose  returning 
on  Tuesday,  I have  every  reason  to  believe  that  all  is  going  on  well.  The  Vice- 
Guardians  have  acquainted  me  that  ^hey  have  called  upon  Mr.  Tighe,  the  relieving 
officer  of  Crossmolina  electoral  division,  to  resign,  in  consequence  of  his  inability 
to  perform  his  duties.  I think  that  they  have  done  quite  right ; if  I had  been 
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able  to  prove  any  specific  charges  against  Mr.  Tighe,  I would  lave  lad  him  dis-  Baltina  Union, 
missed  long  ago.  — 

The  Vice-Guardians  also  report,  that  some  of  the  relieving  officers5  books  are 
in  arrear.  Although  this  is  to  be  deplored,  yet  I think  that,  considering  the 
pressure  which  has  been  on  them  for  the  last  four  months,  and  their  great  previous 
inexperience,  much  allowance  is  to  be  made.  That  pressure  is  happily  very 
much  abated,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  everything  will  be  satisfactory  in  a short  - 
time. 

I have  received  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  relative  to  the  suspension  on  the 
18th  instant  of  the  order  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension 
Act,  and  “ expressing  the  Commissioners’  wish  that  I should  state  whether  there 
“ would  be  any  decided  objection  to  such  a course  in  the  Ballina  Union.”  I do 
not  see  any  objection  to  such  a course  ; on  the  contrary,  I think  that  the  suffering 
which  would  again  result  from  allowing  the  land  to  be  waste  for  another  year, 
which  would  practically  be  the  effect  of  continuing  out-door  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied,  will  far  exceed  the  distress  which  will  no  doubt  be  caused  in  many 
instances  by  the  proposed  suspension  of  relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  on  the  18th  instant. 

I will  endeavour  in  some  measure  to  mitigate  this  distress,  by  providing 
increased  relief  through  the  medium  of  schools.  I have  written  on  this  subject  to 
Count  Strzelecki,  and  as  soon  as  I shall  receive  his  reply  I will  put  myself  in  com- 
munication with  the  Vice-Guardians  with  the  view  of  obtaining  lists,  &c.,  of  the 
most  destitute. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  9,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  state  whether.  Mr.  Walsh  and 
Mr.  Lyons  reside  in  Ballina  Union,  and  on  any  part  of  the  lands  which  they  have 
been  depopulating,  or  elsewhere  in  Ireland  ; also,  whether  they  have  paid  any 
rates  charged  on  them,  and,  if  not,  how  much  is  due,  and  what  proceedings  have 
been  taken  to  enforce  payment. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that,  in  accordance  with  your  report,  the 
Commissioners  will  suspend  on  the  18th  instant  the  order  authorizing  the  Vice- 
Guardians  of  the  Ballina  Union  to  give  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  6, 1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  tbe  2nd  instant,  I beg  to  annex,  for  the  Erris. 
information  of  the  Commissioners,  a return  made  by  the  collector  a few  days  ago  of 
tbe  immediate  lessors  in  this  district  who  still  owe  their  rates , and  the  amount  of 
rate  due  by  each  respectively  ; and  as  I have  but  small  hopes  of  this  amount  being 
collected  for  a length  of  time,  I should  feel  inclined  to  recommend  tbe  Vice- 
Guardians  to  make  a new  rate  at  once,  without  waiting  for  tbe  entire  collection  of 
the  present  rate,  as  unless  the  Commissioners  can  procure  a loan  I do  not  see  how 
the  establishment  of  the  auxiliary  workhouse  can  be  supported.  Most  of  the 
persons  taken  into  it  require  peculiar  attention  from  their  previous  privations,  and 
as  the  Vice-Guardians  here  cannot  obtain  any  nourishing  food  on  credit,  the  dietary 
has  not  hitherto  been  calculated  to  restore  the  health  of  the  inmates. 

The  Vice-Guardians  at  Ballina,  as  I have  before  stated,  have  on  several  occasions 
declared  their  inability  to  provide  the  funds  required  to  meet  tbe  current  expenses 
of  this  district,  and  Mr.  Waters  is  at  this  moment  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
400/.,  viz. : — 


1. 

Lieutenant  Hamilton  • 

. £104 

2. 

Mr.  Carey  .... 

90 

3. 

Mr.  Lyons  .... 

99 

4. 

Sundries  .... 

100 

The  first  three  items  were  obtained  at  a time  when  all  relief  must  have  ceased 
had  it  not  been  for  the  accommodation  afforded  by  these  parties.  The  fourth  item 
is  for  sundry  expenses  connected  with  the  administration  of  relief. 


2 F 2 
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A List  of  Defaulters  owing  5 1.  and 


£.  s.  d. 

Denis  Bingham,  Esq. 

120  18  2 

John  Walsh,  Esq. 

48  18  0 

Jasper  Y.  Fowler,  Esq.  . 

20  9 0* 

Mrs.  Edward  Deans  . 

20  12  0 

Henry  Bingham,  Esq.  . 

20  0 0 

Mrs.  Connell  O’Donnell  . 

20  0 0 

Charles  Coyne,  Esq.  . . 

14  6 0 

Mr.  Thomas  Cormick  . 

13  5 10 

Captain  H.  Bingham 

16  13  2 

Mrs.  W.  Bingham  . 

16  17  5£ 

Mrs.  H.  Short,  Ballina  . 

13  0 0 

F.  B.  Knox,  Esq. 

9 15  0 

J.  W.  D.  Richards,  Esq. 

8 18  10 

Mathew  Atkinson,  Esq.  . 

8 1 0 

Cornelius  O’Kellv,  Esq.  . 

6 3 61 

Mrs.  Irwin  .... 

7 4 0 

Captain  Walter  Bourke  . 

5 0 0 

Mr.  George  Follett 

Mr.  Dominick  O'Donnell 

5 1 4 

380  1 S£ 

Entire  amount  of  the  rate 

990  18  10 

Amount  collected 

483  0 0 

Due  » . £ 

507  18  10 

Enclosure. 

upwards  in  Belmullet  and  Binghamstown  Divisions. 


Notices  served  by  the  collector  on  24th  February;  has. 
also  obtained  summons ; sessions  held  on  25th  March 
next. 

Proceedings  in  Superior  Courts. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Notices  served  by  collector ; summons  served ; sessions  on 
25th  March. 

Notices  served  by  collector ; summons  served. 

Now  in  possession  of  Mr.  Ritchie  ; application  to  be  forth- 
with made. 

To  be  proceeded  against  at  Quarter  Sessions  on  5th  April. 

Cattle  rescued  ; collector  to  serve  a month’s  notice  previous 
to  distraining  again. 

Month’s  notice ; owner  in  India. 

Notices  served  by  collector;  summoned  for  25th  March. 
Ditto  ditto;  10/.  paid. 

Mr.  M.  Atkinson  will  pay. 

Application  to  be  made  to  his  agent,  Mr.  Crampton  (just 
appointed). 

To  pay  shortly. 

Address  not  known. 

Notices  served  by  collector ; summoned  for  Petty  Sessions 
on  25th. 

Solicitor  to  apply  to  representatives. 

Solicitor  to  apply. 


John  Cosgrave,  Rate  Collector . 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  8,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  observe  that  six  persons  only  out  of  the  whole  number 
mentioned  in  the  list  have  been  served  by  the  collector  with  notices  to  pay  the 
rate,  and  they  wish  to  be  informed  of  tbe  stage  at  which  proceedings  now  are  in 
each  of  the  other  cases  to  enforce  payment  of  the  rale.  The  Commissioners  also 
wish  to  be  informed  whether  the  Mr.  John  Walsh,  who  is  returned  as  a defaulter 
in  the  sum  of  48Z.  18s.,  is  the  person  who  is  referred  to  in  a report  which  they 
yesterday  received  from  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  as  having  ejected  tenants  under 
circumstances  of  peculiar  hardship. 

The  Commissioners  consider  that  such  further  rates  as  may  be  necessary  should 
he  made  ; but  that  the  most  vigorous  proceedings  should  be  prosecuted,  with  as 
much  despatch  as  possible,  to  compel  payment  from  all  those  persons  who  are 
defaulters  in  the  current  rate,  keeping  in  view  alone  the  ability  of  the  parties  to 
pay  and  the  wants  of  the  destitute  poor. 

With  regard  to  the  supply  of  money  for  the  support  of  the  auxiliary  workhouse 
at  Binghamstown,  and  to  pay  the  debts  already  incurred  on  account  of  it,  amount- 
ing to  384/.,.  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  have  the  attention  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  drawn  to  these  important  considerations  by  Mr.  Bourke,  the 
Inspector  for  the  district. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  7,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2nd, 
relative  to  the  suspension  of  relief  under  the  provisions  of  the  2nd  section  of  10 
Vic.,  cap.  31,  on  the  18th  instant ; and  in  reply  I beg  that  you  will  acquaint  the 
Commissioners  that,  general  as  the  distress  is  in  this  district,  I think  it  would  be 
very  inadvisable  to  offer  any  opposition  to  so  desirable  a course ; at  the  same 
time,  uncared  and  unprovided  for  as  the  people  in  this  locality  are  by  those  who 
ought  to  be  at  their  posts,  and  the  natural  protectors  of  their  tenants,  I fear  that 
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the  only  change  will  be  the  issuing  of  relief  under  the  first  instead  of  the  second  Ballina  Union. 

second  of  the  Act.  Perhaps  there  is  no  part  of  Ireland  so  unfortunately  circum-  

stanced  as  Erris,  therefore  the  same  drawbacks  may  not  exist  elsewhere. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  9,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  precisely  understand  what  you  refer  to  in  the 
passage  wherein  you  state  that  you  fear  that  the  only  change  will  be  the  issuing  of 
relief  under  the  first  instead  of  the  second  section  of  the  Act. 

The  Commissioners  for  a short  time  propose  to  suspend  the  order,  under  the 
second  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  but  they  do  not  intend  to  be 
parties  to  any  violation  or  evasion  of  the  law  by  which  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied 
men  is  illegal,  except  under  the  provisions  of  such  an  order. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  -.—March  8,  1848. 

This  statement  is  deserving  of  inquiry ; and  probably  Mr.  Richard  Hamilton 
can,  without  much  difficulty,  obtain  a list  of  the  landlords  of  property  within  the 
electoral  divisions  of  Belmullet  and  Binghainstown,  stating  their  residences,  and 
expressing  an  opinion  as  to  their  capability  and  disposition  to  have  the  lands 
cultivated  which  have  now  been  surrendered,  or  have  otherwise  got  into  their 
actual  possession.  He  will  be  so  good  as  to  supply  the  information,  if  attainable. 


Enclosure  in  foregoing. 


Mr.  Dobree  to  Sir  R.  I.  Routh  ■.—February  15,  1848. 


A building  belonging  to  a Mr.  Bingham,  at  Binghamstown,  three  miles  distant  on 
the  Mullet,  has  been  hired  as  a poor-house  of  ease  to  the  Ballina  Union,  for  the  barony  of 
Erris,  and  is  fitting  up  for  the  accommodation  of  400  persons,  at  present  it  is  occupied  by  80 
children.  In  this  district,  consisting  of  the  two  electoral  divisions  of  Belmullet  and  Bin°-- 
hamstown,  a rate  of  \s.  6 d.,a  averaging  850/.,b  was  struck  in  July  last.;  5001. c have  been  is.  8 J. 
raised  up  to  this  time,  and  every  opposition  is  thrown  in  the  way  of  collecting  the  remainder.  990/. 

Property  is  being  freely  distrained  on  defaulters,  and  it  is  fearlessly  purchased  when  put  up  to  ' Nearly, 
public  auction  without  any  vindictive  consequences. 

There  are  27  schools,4  with  2350  children  being  fed  with  a ration  of  11  ounces  cf  bread ; 11  These  are  now  in- 
and  the  recipients  in  the  several  schools  of  the  district  which  I have  visited,  seem  by  their  creased, 
destitute  appearance  and  condition  to  be  the  legitimate  subjects  for  this  relief,  which  was  not 
the  case  in  some  other  Unions. 

Mr.  Atkinson  is  the  only  landlord  now  giving  employment  under  the  Improvement  Act. 

Mr.  Carter  has  applied  for  and  obtained  5000Z.  The  canal  cutting  through  the  Isthmus,  to 
unite  Blacksod  Bay  with  Broadhaven,  employs  200  men  at  Is.  per  day. 

The  farmers  are  busy  in  collecting  seaweed  and  preparing  their  land  ;e  and  the  certainty  of  ' I doubt  this, 
having  a supply  of  seed  placed  at  their  disposal  betimes  would  stimulate  them  to  greater 
exertions,  ancl  induce  others,  who  are  despairing  of  being  furnished  with  such,  to  follow  their 
example  ;f  of  course  the  poorer  classes  will  sow  nothing ; and  there  is  every  prospect  in  this  f I have  no  doubt  of 
barony  that  many  of  the  small  holdings,  which  are  now  generally  in  possession  of  the  landlords,  this,  but  is  it  ex- 
will remaiu  uncropped ; these  persons  have  not  the  means  of  stocking  and  cultivating  their  pedient? — W.  J.  H. 
estates  now  that  they  have  them  mostly  in  their  own  hands. 

The  market  is  entirely  supplied  with  meal  from  Ballina  and  Westport  by  hookers ; it  is 
now  selling  at  10/.  per  ton.  There  are  fewer  small  dealers  in  the  rural  districts  of  this  barony 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  country  I have  visited,  except  Achill.  There  are  about  7000 
persons  on  the  relief  lists ; and  the  Poor  Law  Inspector  calculates  that,  he  will  require,  from 
our  depot  weekly  from  the  present  time,  about  20  tons  of  meal  for  the  Union,  and  four  for  the 
schools.  Arrangements  are  making  for  setting  up  nine  boilers  in  central  situations,  and  issuing 
cooked  food  to  the  recipient  of  out-door  relief. 

Read — see  remarks  in  the  margin. 


March  9,  184S. 


W.  J.  Hamilton, 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  tbe  Commissioners: — March  11,  1848. 

I have  tbe  honour  to  report,  for  tlie  information  of  tbe  Commissioners, 
that  I visited  the  workhouse  at  Ballina,  and  the  auxiliary  workhouse  at  Ardnaree,  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  last,  and  found  both  houses  in  excellent  order.  There 
was  nothing  requiring  my-presence  on  the  spot,  as  the  schools  were  amply  provided 
for ; and  the  Vice-Guardians  informed  me,  with  the  execution  of  abuses  which  are 
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being  daily  put  a stop  to,  and  a scarcity  of  funds,  everything  was  going  on  in  a 
most  satisfactory  manner. 

I informed  the  Guardians,  that  should  the  Commissioners  determine  upon  the 
cessation  of  relief,  under  the  provisions  of  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act  10  Vic., 
cap.  31,  in  the  Ballina  Union,  Lieutenant  Hamilton  and  myself  would  be  prepared, 
through  the  British  Association,  to  relieve  the  children  of  all  destitute  able-bodied 
paupers  in  our  respective  districts,  and  I requested  that  directions  should  be  given 
to  have  us  supplied  with  lists  for  this  purpose. 

On  Thursday  evening  I returned  to  Belmullet,  where  I considered  my  presence 
was  more  required  than  at  Ballina. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  11,  184S. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  9tli  instant,  I beg  to  acquaint  you,  for 
the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  what  I intended  to  express  in  my 
report  of  the  7th  instant  was,  that  such  is  the  state  of  destitution  to  which  the 
people  in  this  district  are  reduced,  that  any  cessation  of  relief  to  a very  large 
majority  of  the  now  able-bodied,  would  reduce  them  to  such  a state  as  to  entitle 
them  to  legal  relief  under  the  provisions  of  the  1st  section  of  10  Vic.,  cap.  31  ; at 
the  same  time  I wished  to  express  that  I thought  it  desirable  that  excuses  which 
may  hereafter  be  made  by  landlords,  that  the  Poor  Law  interfered  with  the 
labour  of  the  country,  might  be  removed. 

If  the  Commissioners,  however,  should  be  of  opinion  that  by  such  a course  the 
intent  of  the  law  would  in  any  way  be  violated,  I can  only  say  that  it  will  be 
very  unsafe  to  withdraw  the  order  for  relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act  in 
this  district.  It  is  impossible  to  say,  with  the  present  prospects  and  the  present 
proprietors,  when  the  extraordinary  amount  of  relief  now  issued  can  be  safely 
diminished. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  14,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  request  you  to  report  whether  any  complaints  have  yet 
been  made,  which  appear  to  be  well  founded,  of  inability  to  obtain  labourers  in 
Belmullet  or  Binghamstown  electoral  division,  in  consequence  of  the  receipt  of 
pauper  relief  by  able-bodied  persons. 

The  Commissioners  also  request  you  will  consider  and  state  whether  the  relief 
may  safely  be  withdrawn  from  able-bodied  men  who  are  unmarried,  or  who  have 
but  a wife  and  one  child.  - 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  11,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  I beg  to  acquaint  you,  for  the 
information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  the  solicitor  to  the  Vice-Guardians 
has  been  directed  to  take  legal  proceedings  against  those  parties  who  have  not 
been  served  with  notices;  but  I cannot  state  the  exact  stage  at  which  these 
proceedings  are,  until  I communicate  with  Mr.  MAndrew.  I may  state  gene- 
rally, however,  that  the  solicitor  in  whose  hands  the  parties  are,  is  using  due 
diligence. 

With  regard  to  the  Commissioners’  wish  to  be  informed  whether  the  Mr.  John 
Walsh,  who  is  returned  as  a defaulter  in  the  sum  of  48/.  18s.,  is  the  person  who  is 
referred  to  in  a report  which  they  yesterday  received  from  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton, 
as  having  ejected  tenants  under  circumstances  of  peculiar  hardship  ; I beg  to  say 
he  is  the  same  individual ; and  I have,  on  more  occasions  than  one,  mentioned  in 
my  reports  the  difficulty  experienced  in  providing  proper  relief  for  the  poor  from 
his  property,  owing  to  their  having  been  deprived  of  their  cabins,  and  conse- 
quently applicants  for  in-door  relief,  when  no  in-door  relief  could  at  the  time  be 
provided. 

I cannot  let  this  opportunity  pass  without  expressing  my  strong  indignation  at 
the  course  which  has  been  pursued  by  Mr.  Walsh,  which  has  almost  daily  brought 
under  my  notice  the  most  horrifying  sights.  No  later  than  yesterday  I saw  in 
the  infirmary  a poor  man  named  Coyle,  from  Mulloghroe  (a  tenant  of  Mr. 
Walshs),  who  I saw  three  months  ago  in  his  own  house,  a strong  healthy  man. 
From  the  time  his  cabin  was  unrooled  (about  Christmas),  he  has  been  begging 
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about,  seeking  shelter  for  himself  and  family  wherever  he  thought  he  could  find 
it.  He  applied  frequently  to  be  taken  into  the  auxiliary  workhouse,  and  was 
taken  in  the  moment  there  was  any  room  for  him,  but  it  was  too  late.  This  poor 
man  received  outdoor  relief  regularly  up  to  the  time  of  his  admission  to  the 
workhouse. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  14,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  1 1th  instant,  relating  to  the  ejection  of  tenants  from  the  property  of 
Mr.  John  Walsh,  who  it  appears  is  a defaulter  in  the  payment  of  poor  rate  in  the 
Ballina  Union ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  communicate  with  Mr.  W.  J. 
Hamilton  and  the  Vice -Guardians,  without  delay,  with  a view  to  the  most 
stringent  and  prompt  measures  being  prosecuted,  to  compel  immediate  payment  of 
the  rates  due  in  this  case,  as  well  as  in  other  instances. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  take  evi- 
dence upon  oath  respecting  the  ejection,  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  doubt  what 
the  real  facts  of  the  case  are. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  1 1,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th 
instant,  requesting  that  I will  state  whether  Mr.  Walsh  (of  Castlehill),  and  Mr. 
Lyons,  to  whom  I alluded  in  my  report  of  the  6th  instant,  reside  in  this  Union, 
or  in  any  part  of  the  lands  which  they  have  been  depopulating,  &c. ; also  whether 
they  have  paid  any  rates  charged  on  them  ; and  if  not,  how  much  is  due,  and  what 
proceedings  have  been  taken  to  enforce  payment.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Walsh,  I 
heg  to  state  that  he  has  a residence  not  far  from  Crossmolina,  in  this  Union ; but 
from  a letter  which  I read  in  the  public  journals,  addressed  to  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  denying  certain  statements  contained  in  a pamphlet  published  by 
Mr.  Tuke,  I am  led  to  believe  that  he  at  present  resides  in  Dublin.  However,  I 
conclude  that  he  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  state  to  which  his  tenantry  have  been 
reduced,  as  I am  credibly  informed  that  his  son  has  been  an  eye  witness  to  several 
of  the  evictions  which  have  taken  place. 

Up  to  the  period  of  my  leaving  Ballina  a few  days  ago,  Mr.  Walsh  had  not 
paid  any  part  of  the  two  years’  rates,  viz.,  bcl.  and  Is.  3d.  on  his  property  in  the 
electoral  division  of  Binghamstown,  amounting  to  48?.  18s.  The  solicitor  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  made  two  applications  to  Mr.  Walsh  to  no  effect,  upon  which  pro- 
ceedings were  commenced  for  this  amount,  together  with  a balance  of  about  15?. 
in  the  electoral  division  of  Crossmolina. 

Mr.  Lyons  has  paid  his  rates.  From  his  residence  in  the  wretched  village  of 
Binghamstown  several  of  the  unroofed  cabins  of  bis  evicted  tenantry  are  visible. 
Mr.  Lyons  appears  to  think  himself  deeply  aggrieved  by  his  tenantry ; perhaps  he 
has  been,  but  he  most  assuredly  has  had  his  revenge. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  14,  1848. 

_ I am  to  request  that  you  will  draw  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  the  case  of  Mr.  John  Walsh,  with  a view  to  the  most  prompt  and 
effectual  steps  being  prosecuted  to  enforce  payment  of  the  rates  due  by  him,  by 
every  legal  means  in  their  power. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — March  11,  1848. 

In  consequence  of  a communication  which  I have  received  by  this  night’s 
post  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  acquainting  me  that  the  contractor 
has  refused  to  issue  any  further  supplies,  I have  only  a moment  to  request  that 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  will  recommend  assistance  from  the  British  Asso- 
ciation to  the  amount  of  1000?.  worth  of  provisions,  which  I have  no  doubt  will 
be  urgently  required  by  the  Guardians. 


Ballina  Union. 
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Eallina  Union. 


I "have  likewise  received  by  this  night’s  post  500/.  in  cash,  of  the  prospect  of 
which  I advised  the  Vice-Guardians  by  yesterday’s  post.  I trust,  therefore,  that 
they  will  be  able  to  prevent  any  evil  consequences. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  13,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the 
British  Association  for  a further  advance  of  1000/.  to  assist  the  Vice-Guardians  in 
providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — March  14,  1848. 

As  I anticipated  in  my  letter  of  the  1 1th  instant,  the  Vice-Guardians  have 
made  the  annexed  application  to  me  for  1000/.  worth  of  food,  which  I beg  to  submit 
for  the  Commissioners’  favourable  consideration. 

I returned  here  yesterday  and  was  glad  to  find  that  the  contractors  had  not 
carried  their  threat  into  execution.  I attended  the  Board  at  which  Mr.  Richard 
Bourke  was  present ; I find  that  the  Vice-Guardians  are  opposed  to  the  stoppage 
of  out-door  relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act,  and  Mr.  Bourke  considers  it 
“ extremely  hazardous.” 

Although  I do  not  wish  the  Commissioners  to  think  that  I in  any  way  change 
my  opinion  as  to  its  being  most  desirable  to  stop  relief  under  the  2nd  section,  yet 
as  the  Vice-Guardians  state  to  me  that  they  have  not  made  any  report  on  the 
subject,  I take  this  opportunity  of  acquainting  you  with  their  opinion,  that  it  is 
desirable,  but  not  practicable. 

Mr.  Bourke  has  reported  on  the  subject,  and  as  I have  no  doubt  that  the  Com- 
missioners will  attach  far  greater  weight  to  his  opinion  than  to  mine,  I shall  not 
be  surprised  if  I should  hear  further  from  you  on  the  subject. 

Enclosure. 

The  Vice-Guardians  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  : — March  13,  1848. 

To  enable  us  to  carry  on  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  this  Union,  it  will  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  we  should  be  supplied  with  1000Z.  in  money,  or  so  much  in  meal,  on  or 
before  this  day  week. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  16,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  destitute  able-bodied  persons  in  the 
Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  state  whether 
the  state  of  the  Union  is  such,  that  the  provisions  of  the  accompanying  order  to 
Listowel  Union  could  he  carried  into  effect. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  under  that  order,  single  men  and  men  with  only  two 
children,  would  be  thrown  on  their  own  resources. 

If  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  provisions  of  this  order  could  not  he  immediately 
acted  on,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  state  whether  in  your  opinion,  there  may  safely 
be  a suspension  or  modification  of  the  order  authorizing  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
poor,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  on  the  1st 
April  next. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — March  16,  1848. 

^ IIAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  the  annexed  application  from  the 
Vice-Guardians  for  assistance  to  the  amount  of  500/.,  on  or  before  the  24th  instant, 
which  I beg  to  recommend  to  the  favourable  notice  of  the  Commissioners.  I 
would  further  recommend  that  this  assistance  should  be  in  money. 
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Enclosure. 

'Die  Vice-Guardians  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton: — March  15,  1848. 

We  have  been  enabled  by  the  order  for  1000/.  worth  of  meal,  received  yesterday,  to 
continue  relieving  the  able-bodied  destitute.  We  wish  to  acquaint  you,  that  in  order  te  enable 
us  to  give  relief  to  the  impotent  class,  we  will  absolutely  require  500/.  in  money  on  or  before 
the  24th  instant,  as  an  assistance  to  the  rates. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  18,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the 
British  Association  for  a further  advance  of  500/.,  to  assist  the  Vice  Guardians 
of  the  Ballina  Union  in  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the 
Union. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  17,  1848. 

. * have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday’s 
date,  m which  you  request  that  I will  state  whether  the  state  of  this  Union  is  such 
that  the  provisions  of  an  order  which  has  been  issued  to  Listowel  Union  could  be 
carried  into  elfect. 

In.my  opinion  the  provisions  of  the  order  issued  to  Listowel  Union  can  be  acted 
on  with  safety  in  this  Union.  I think  the  sooner  the  better.  It  appears  to  me 
that  frauds  have  recently  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  the  distress  which  exists 
is  by  no  means  the  most  alarming  feature. 

The  Vice-Guardians  acquaint  me  that  they  attribute  the  majority  of  the  abuses 
which  have  crept  in  to  the  delay  in  procuring  implements  from  the  Board  of 
Works.  This,  no  doubt,  has,  in  some  measure,  encouraged  abuses;  but  I am 
afraid  that  the  difficulty  of  procuring  efficient  and  trustworthy  subordinates  is  the 
chief  cause.  At  all  events  almost  every  person  in  search  of  or  in  receipt  of  relief 
would  deceive  us  as  to  their  real  circumstances,  if  they  could  by  the  grossest  perjury 
do  so ; and  they  would  receive  infinitely  more  assistance  in  doing  so  than  we 
should  in  detecting  them. 

It  is  dangerous  to  attempt  to  prevent  abuses  by  passing  very  stringent  rules, 
for  although  hundreds  might  be  deservedly  punished  by  them,  others  mi  edit 
perish.  ° 

P.S. — Of  course  I do  not  include  the  Erris  district  in  this  report. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  21,  1848. 

I AM  to  state  that  as  this  arrangement  does  not  include  the  Erris  electoral 
divisions,  and  an  order  for  out-door  relief  cannot' be  issued  for  part  of  any  Union, — 
the  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  propose  to  the  Vice-Guardians  to  restrict 
the  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  classes  described,  in  the  Ballina  portion  of  the 
Union,  and  if  any  others  apply  for  relief  to  offer  it  in  the  -workhouse. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — March  20,  1848. 

. , 1 have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Com- 
missioners, that  on  my  return  from  Erris  last  week,  I found  everything  much 
in  the  same  state  as  when  I left  Ballina.  I was  however  struck  with  the  improved 
appearance  of  the  people  generally.  I think  that  considering  the  prevalence  of 
fever  and  dysentery,  they  look  wonderfully  well. 

The  workhouse  is  clean  and  healthy.  The  mortality  in  the  infirmary 
is  very  much  less  than  might  be  expected : last  week  there  were  only  four 
deaths. 

I annex  copies  of  some  communications  which  I have  received  on  the  subject 
of  the  progress  which  has  been  hitherto  made  in  the  ordinary  farming  ope- 
rations compared  with  this  time  last  year  and  previous  years. 

Enclosure. 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  William  Orme,  Esq.,  of  Owenmore. 

“ 1 WISH  t0  confine  the  observations  I make  solely  to  this  barony  of  Tyrawlev,  in 
which  I constantly  reside. 

2 G 


Ballina  Union. 
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“ It  is  only  at  this  advanced  period  of  spring  that  the  great  majority  of  farmers  commence 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  j and  from  the  continued  severity  of  the  weather,  little  has  been  yet 
done.  They  all  however  seem  determined  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost,  and  I doubt  not 
will  use  every  energy  they  possess  to  crop  their  lands. 

“ The  next  subject  demands  the  greatest  consideration,  and  is  of  a much  more  serious  cha- 
racter. The  worn-out  state  of  the  land  generally,  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  landlords, 
and  their  consequent  inability  to  procure  seed  or  manure  in  sufficient  quantity,  forbid  the  hope 
that  the  land  thus  occupied  can  yield  anything  like  an  average  crop.  I may  also  add,  that 
the  scarcity  and  consequent  high  price  of  potatoes  for  seeds  will  cause  corn  crops  to  be  a^ain 
sown  on  the  land  that  has  already  been  producing  them  for  the  last  two  seasons  ; and  this  vile 
system  of  farming  may  be  expected  to  produce  disastrous  results.  There  is,  however,  another 
class  of  landholders  even  less  likely  to  crop  their  lands  fully.  I allude  to  a large  number  of 
the  landed  proprietors  whose  estates  have  been  deserted,  and  are  now  wholly  or  in  great  part 
waste.  This  is  the  natural  consequence  of  the  immense  emigration  and  mortality  of  last  year, 
and  also  partially  increased  by  the  operation  of  the  present  Poor  Law.  The  proprietors  into 
whose  hands  these  large  tracts  have  fallen  are  for  the  most  part  unable  to  meet  their  legal 
s’  much  less  t0  incur  the  large  outlay  that  would  be  required  for  so  extensive  a system 
of  tillage  as  would  be  necessary.  The  quantity  of  land  in  this  state  I have  no  means  of  accu- 
rately  stating;  but  I think  I am  not  estimating  too  highly  when  I compute  that  at  least  one- 
third  of  the  land  of  this  barony  will  either  be  wholly  waste,  or  so  imperfectly  cultivated  as  to 
produce  no  food  for  the  population. 

The  number  of  offers  of  land  free  of  rent  made  to  the  Society  of  Friends  in  their  present 
benevolent  undertaking  is  a proof  of  the  little  value  of  land  here  at  the  present  moment:  and 
1 am  sure  that  instead  of  500  acres  required,  5000  would  be  placed  at  their  disposal  by  a 
public  notice  of  only  one  week.  These  opinions,  although  hastily  written,  are  formed  upon' the 
closest  consideration,  and  I doubt  not  are  for  the  most  part  correct.  What  is  to  become  of  the 
«ry  involved  as  it  is  in  such  a mass  of  poverty,  is  a question  which  I shall  not  attempt  to 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  Colonel  Vaughan  Jackson. 

, I.AM  J*aPP7  to  say  that  I consider  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  much  more  advanced 

than  this  time  last  year,  and  the  population  appear  disposed  to  make  every  exertion  in  the 
matter.  I think  every  man  that  possibly  can  will  make  a sowing.” 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  John  Symes,  Esq.,  Agent  to  the  Earl  of  Arran. 

« 1 Regret  to  say,  from  the  present  appearance  of  the  land,  and  from  inquiries  I have 
made,  I do  think  there  will  be  a considerable  deficiency  in  the  quantity  of  land  sown  with 
barley  and  oats,  as  compared  with  the  years  1846  and  1847—1  would  say  one-fourth.  I draw 
this  conclusion  from  seeing  the  immense  tracts  of  waste  lands  not  occupied,  and  from  inquiries 
no  chance  of  their  being  cultivated.  I am  also  aware  that  a great  majority  of  persons  receiving 
out-door  relief  who  have  small  holdings,  are  not  in  a position  toJ  sow,  not  having  meanf 
°r  s"d'  , W?th,  respect  to  green  crops,  I should  say  there  will  be  a considerable 

hi,  d-ffi  Tw  laSt  ?°?rs-  bo,b  10  tbe  P°,at0  alK>  lul'alP  CT°P ; but  at  this  early  period 
it  1S  difficult  to  form  an  opinion  on  those  crops.  The  inclemency  of  the  weather  for  the  last 

TS3’  Vrh.  COaSt**t  has  st°PPed  the  “d  ploughing  of  the  land  in  many 

parts  of  this  Union,  and  will  cause  the  spring  works  to  be  very  backward.  1 hope,  in  the 

in'this  Union^ yS’ t0  ^ ^ 6 t0  a more  accurate  statement  of  the  cultivation  of  the  lands 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  Henry  Brett,  Esq.,  County  Surveyor. 

“I  think  the  progress  in  the  preparation  of  the  land  for  tillage  is  far  behind  what  it 
ought  and  used  to  hem  ordinary  years;  ills  however  much  greater  than  it  was  at  this  dme 
r <V0“M  be  far  m0'e  ,il'wald  but  for  ,he  dreadfully  inclement  season  we  have  had 

I thmk,  that  m most  parts  of  Mayo,  great  efforts  will  he  made  to  pnt  down  a crop  ■ K them 
are  other  districts,  such  as  Erne,  Achffl,  the  Islands,  and  parts  of  Tyrawley  and  Gallen  &c 
^hat  must,  of  necesstty,  lie  waste.  Very  much  will  depend  on  £ weaker  for  h”' next 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  Thomes  JHowley,  Esq. 

I think  that  a smaller  portion  of  land  in  the  barony  of  Tyreragh  is  at  oresent  in 
course  of  cnlt.vat.on  than  I have  observed  al  the  same  period  in  former  ylars-  buMhi,  in  a 

lfrlTc'cOTM  bv  t‘h  bfe  l°  thC  M‘reme  rTerity  °f  *he  Ka“n'and  ‘°  th/numberof  holdings 
for  3ort  unnnythhe  proprietors  havtng  either  died,  emigrated,  or  thrown  themselves 

tor  support  upon  the  rates  of  the  Dmon.  I thmk,  however,  that  such  of  tile  tenantry  as  are 
engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  their  lands  are  doing  so  in  a more  painstaking  and  workmanlike 

toLwm  "that  o‘^r  j “5?  1 that  ?Itho“Sl1  a 3maller  lreadt1'  of  lend  may  be  cultivated 
this  season,  that  owing  to  the  good  example  and  advice  of  the  Society  of  Friends  a more  than 
usually  productive  crop  may  be  expected  from  the  land  brought  undefcultiratiott  ” 
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Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Martin,  Practical  Instructor. 

“ From  what  I have  seen  and  heard  relating  to  the  usual  time  of  cultivating  the  land 
in  this  Union,  my  opinion  is,  the  few  occupiers  are  tilling  their  land  better  and  earlier  than 
heretofore;  yet  the  number  of  small  tenants  who  have  given  up  their  land,  and  cast  themselves 
on  the  relieving  officers  of  the  Union,  will  cause  a deficiency  in  the  breadth  of  land  as  sown 
last  year ; consequently  there  will  not  be  so  much  land  cropped.  This  deficiency  will  be,  in  a 
great  measure,  lessened  in  this  locality  by  the  kind  exertions  of  the  Society  of  Friends ; and  I 
have  noticed  through  the  country  their  example  of  deep  cultivation  is  followed  by  the  small 
farmers  in  each  locality  where  the  Society  are  carrying  on  their  useful  operations.” 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Blewet,  Superintendent  of  Overseers. 

“ I regret  to  state  that  in  the  eight  electoral  divisions  between  the  River  Moy  and 
the  boundary  of  Erris  there  is  scarcely  any  work  done,  except  what  is  done  by  the  landed 
proprietors,  and  a very  few  landholders.  There  is  a likelihood  of  very  little  being  done,  as  the 
greater  part  are  paupers. 

“ Ardnaree,  Attymass,  Kilgarvau,  Castleconnor,  Kilglass,  Easky,  and  Dromore  West,  are 
a little  more  forward  in  the  farming  operations ; but,  in  fact,  the  best  advanced  districts  are 
far  behind  previous  years.” 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Peter  Hopkins,  an  extensive  Farmer  in  Tyreragh  Barony. 

“ It  is  now  far  advanced  in  the  spring  and  there  are  not  10  acres  of  land  ploughed  or 
dug  for  miles  around  me,  or  a grain  sown,  or  a kitchen-garden  set,  except  a very  few  gentlemen 
farmers,  and  two  or  three  middle-class  farmers.  We  had  200  acres  of  corn  down  before  the 
20th  of  March  in  1847,  and  may  add,  we  never  had  more  corn  down  any  one  year  in  my 
recollection  than  we  had  in  1847.  I may  safely  vouch  for  it,  that  we  had  five  acres  to  every 
one  we  will  have  this  year.  All  the  tenant-class  farmers  seem  very  anxious  to  plant  potatoes 
this  year ; but  I fear  it  will  be  almost  out  of  their  power  for  want  of  means  to  purchase  seed, 
which  already  brings  too  high  a price  in  the  market.  I think  we  will  put  down  more  turnips 
this  season  than  usual,  the  seed  being  much  cheaper  than  any  other.  If  the  landlords  do  not 
provide  seed  oats  and  potatoes  for  their  small  tenants,  it  is  woeful  to  contemplate  the  misery 
we  may  calculate  on ; but  I must  admit  it  is  not  easy  for  the  landlords  to  do  so  on  any  large 
scale,  as  they  are  virtually  getting  no  rents  in  this  locality,  not  as  much  as  will  pay  the  poor- 
rate  and  county  cess  on  their  properties.  Emigration  is  now  the  topic  of  the  day  in  this 
locality  ; but  not  more  than  1 to  every  10  or  15  will  be  able  to  go  out,  compared  to  last  year, 
for  want  of  means.  Very  many  who  could  have  gone  last  year  could  not  attempt  it.  this.  If 
something  is  not  doue  in  the  way  of  giving  seed,  we  shall  not  hare  three  months’  provisions  in 
this  parish  next  season,  and  landlords  need  not  expect  a penny  of  their  rents,  or  even  the 
rates.” 

I acquainted  Mr.  Hopkins,  in  reply  to  this,  that  I wished  him  to  understand  clearly  that  no 
assistance  in  the  way  of  seed,  or  in  any  other  way,  was  to  be  expected  from  Government. 

W.  J.  H. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington  : — March  28,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith,  for  the 
information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  a copy  of  a report  which 
they  have  received  from  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector 
of  the  Baltina  Union,  relating  to  the  progress  which  has  been  hitherto  made 
in  the  farming  operations  for  this  year,  compared  with  this  time  last  year  and 
previous  years. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  enclose  a copy  of  the  observations  of  Mr.  R.  Bourke, 
Poor  Law  Inspector,  on  this  report,  from  which  it  will  he  perceived  that  Mr. 
Bourke  places  particular  reliance  upon  the  opinions  given  by  Mr.  H.  Brett, 
County  Surveyor,  and  Mr.  Blewet,  a Superintendent  of  Overseers  of  labour  in 
the  Union. 

Observations  of  Mr.  Boorke  -.—March  25,  1848. 

I agrbe  generally  with  the  observations  made  by  Mr.  Hamilton’s  correspondents. 
The  best  opinions  are  those  of  Mr.  Brett,  County  Surveyor,  and  Mr.  Blewet,  both  practical 
men,  who  do  not  judge  of  a whole  district  from  the  circumstances  of  their  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, but  have  opportunities  of  observing  the  state  of  things  in  all  parts  of  the  Union. 
There  is  but  little  doubt  that  the  truth  is  to  be  found  in  their  joint  statements. 

R.  B. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — March  22,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you,  for  the  favourable  consideration  of 
the  Commissioners,  the  accompanying  application  from  the  Vice-Guardians  of 
this  Union  for  500?.  in  cash  and  500?.  worth  of  provisions,  which  they  state  they 
will  require  by  the  1st  of  April. 

2 G 2 
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Enclosure  referred  to. 

Mr.  Burrow  es,  Vice-Guardian,  to  Mr.  Hamilton: — March  22,  ]848. 

We  are  indebted  to  our  meal  contractor  for  the  out-relief  to  the  amount  of  2000Z.,  and 
to  our  bread  contractor  not  much  less.  We  have  been  able  to  continue  the  supply  of  food  to 
those  entitled  to  out-door  relief  in  this  Union,  by  making  payments  to  those  contractors  to 
enable  them  to  continue  their  weekly  expenditure;  such  payments  being  made  from  the  funds 
placed  by  you  at  our  disposal. 

We  have  made  and  are  making  a great  reduction  in  the  numbers  receiving  out-door  relief, 
and,  consequently,  in  the  weekly  expenditure ; but  as  we  cannot  calculate  on  receiving  weekly 
a greater  amount  of  rate  than  will  enable  us  to  make  payments  weekly  on  account  to  our  other 
contractors  for  the  supply  of  meal,  milk,  bread,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  poor-house,  we  beg 
leave  to  inform  you,  that  to  enable  us  to  support  the  impotent  and  able-bodied  poor  who  are 
slill  entitled  to  out-door  relief,  we  will  absolutely  require  on  or  before  Saturday  the  1st  April 
500Z.  in  money,  and  also  an  order  for  500 1.  worth  of  meal. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  : — March  25,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to 
the  British  Association  for  a further  advance  of  500/.  in  money,  and  500/.  (in 
provisions)  to  assist  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Ballina  Union  in  providing*  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  22,  1848. 

Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  give  me  some  information  on  the  following 
point : — There  can  he  no  doubt  that  workhouse  accommodation  is  and  will  be 
much  required  for  at  all  events  the  next  few  years  in  this  Union,  even  making 
allowance  for  the  contemplated  new  workhouse  in  Erris.  I believe  that  Mr. 
Wilkinson  has  prepared  plans  and  estimates  for  adding  to  the  present  workhouse, 
and  now  is  the  time  to  commence  any  permanent  building;  but  before  I take 
any  steps  in  the  matter,  I should  like  to  know  if  there  would  be  any  use  in 
applying  for  a loan  to  the  Board  of  Works  for  the  necessary  funds  on  the  usual 
terms. 

I think  (but  I am  no  architect)  that  for  3000/.  the  present  workhouse  could 
be  made  to  afford  ample  accommodation  for  2000.  A boundary  wall  is  much 
required;  at  present,  however,  it  is  useless  to  think  of  anything  but  feeding  and 
clothing  the  paupers. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton: — March  25,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  no  hope  that  an  application  to 
the  Public  Works  Loan  Board  for  a loan  to  make  additions  to  the  workhouse  of 
Ballina  Union  for  ordinary  purposes  would  be  successful. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Guardians  can  legally  borrow  from 
any  source  from  which  they  can  obtain  it,  any  sum  which  the  Commissioners 
may,  with  their  consent,  direct  them  to  expend  for  that  purpose ; . and  they  may 
charge  the  repayment  of  the  amount,  with  interest,  on  the  future  rates  of  the 
Union  at  any  time  within  20  years. 

You  will  perceive  by  a letter  this  day  addressed  to  the  Vice-Guardians  that 
the  Commissioners  will  be  able  to  obtain  a loan  of  1500/.  for  erecting  a perma- 
nent fever  ward  to  the  workhouse. 


Mr.  Waters,  Vice- Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners: — March  22,  1848. 

For  the  information  of  the  Commissioners  I have  to  state,  that  according* 
to  my  directions  the  poor-rate  collector  for  this  district  (John  Cosgrave),  on  the 
20th  instant,  proceeded  to  Binghamstown,  to  have  a summons  served  on  Denis 
Bingham,  Esq.  (a  magistrate  of  this  county),  for  the  sum  of  120/.  18s.  2 d.,  due 
by  him  for  poor-rates. 

The  collector  has  reported  to  me  that  on  his  assistant  going  into  the  town  he 
was  met  by  a number  of  men  and  women  who  struck  him  several  times,  and  from 
the  excitement  he  was  compelled  to  make  his  escape. 

From  these  circumstances  I much  fear  that  to  effect  the  service  of  a summons 
or  writ  will  he  very  difficult,  the  town  being  without  any  police,  and  no  magistrate 
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(except  Mr.  Bingham)  nearer  than  30  miles.  The  petty  sessions  are  held  only  Bailina  Union. 

once  m the  fortnight,  which  is  often  the  cause  of  great  delay  in  carrying  out  the  

law,  as  well  as  being  unprepared  to  meet  any  breach  of  the  peace.  ° 

I have  directed  the  collector  to  meet  me  at  the  petty  sessions  of  Belmullet  on 
the  25th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  any  of  the  guilty  parties  can 
be  identified,  and  if  so,  shall  not  fail  to  have  proceedings  instituted  against  them, 
if  it  meets  the  approbation  of  the  Commissioners. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  24,  1848. 

I am  to.  state  that  in  every  case  of  assault  on  collectors  the  offenders  should 
be  prosecuted,  if  they  can  be  identified. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  24,  1848. 

Landed  Proprietors  in  the  Electoral  Division  of  the  Bailina  Union. 

William  H.  Carter,  Esq.,  Is  the  largest  proprietor  in  Erris.  More  than 
Castlemartin,  Kilcullen,  one-half  of  the  arable  lands  on  his  estate  are  waste. 

I am  informed  he  has  the  inclination  but  not  the 
means  to  cultivate  them. 

Messrs.  Bingham,  Bing-  Possess  estates  next  in  size  to  Mr.  Carter’s.  Their 
hamstown,  Belmullet,  arable  lands  are  generally  waste ; they  have  no  means 

to  cultivate  them.  They  are  defaulters  as  to  the 

payment  of  the  two  last  poor-rates  made,  which 

together  amount  to  Is.  8 d.  in  the  pound. 

Messrs.  Walsh  and  Coyne;  Possess  considerable  property  in  both  electoral 
Mr.  W alsh,  Castlehill,  Cross-  divisions.  They  have  lately  cleared  off  the  occupying 
molina,  and  Hume-street,  tenants,  and  have  the  greater  portion  of  the  estate 

Dublin;  Mr.  Coyne, Dublin,  in  their  own  hands ; it  was  waste  last  year,  and  is 

likely  to  remain  so.  I am  informed  they  have  means 
but  do  not  intend  to  use  them  in  cultivating  their 
lands. 

Matthew  Atkinson,  Esq.,  Has  a small  property  in  the  Belmullet  electoral 
Dublin  and  Belmullet,  division.  He  has  given  a great  deal  of  employment 
in  improving  his  estate,  and  will  do  what  he  can  to 
cultivate  it. 

The  Ecclesiastical  .Com-  Hold  a considerable  extent  of  property ; it  is  in 
missioners  possession  of  their  lessees,  who  have  not  the  means 

of  assisting  the  tenants  holding  under  them. 

Representatives  of  late  Possess  a small  property  in  Belmullet  electoral 
Walter  Burke,  Esq.,  Killala,  division.  The  occupying  tenants  have  been  removed. 

The  lands  were  waste  last  year,  and  are  likely  to  be 
so  again  tins  year.  Mr.  Burke  died  about  a month 
since. 

Colonel  Kirkwood,  Kil-  Has  a small  property  in  both  electoral  divisions, 
hda,  His  estate  in  Binghamstown  is  held  by  a middleman 

(Mr.  Lyons),  who  has  removed  nearly  all  the  oc- 
cupying tenants  holding  under  him.  I understand 
Mr.  Lyons  is  a wealthy  man,  but  I believe  he  does 
not  purpose  cultivating  his  lands  this  year. 

A.  Richie,  Esq.,  Dublin,  Has  a large  tract  of  land  in  Binghamstown  divi- 
La  Touche’s  Bank,  sion.  I am  informed  he  has  means,  but  I do  not 

know  whether  he  intends  assisting  his  tenants. 

John  Richards,  Esq.,  Elm-  Possesses  a small  property  in  the  same  division, 
grove,  Blackrock,  He  has  means,  and  I understand  will  assist  his 

tenants  to  crop  the  land. 

Messrs.  Burns  Hold  a large  tract  of  land  in  the  Belmullet  divi- 

sion. It  is  under  the  Courts.  Mr.  Madden,  of 
Ballycastle,  is  receiver. 

Mr.  John  Gibbons  Has  a large  tract  of  land  in  same  division.  It  is 

also  under  the  Courts,  and  Mr.  Madden  is  receiver. 
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Ballina  Union. 


Mr.  Cormick,  Doogork, 
Belmullet, 

Mr.  Follet,  Belmullet, 


Mr.  Caldwell  and  others, 
Belmullet, 

Jasper  V.  Fowler,  Esq., 
Sliankill  House,  Bray. 

Miss  Gamble,  Belmullet, 


Mr.  Burns,  Rossport, 
Belmullet, 

Mr.  O’Donnell,  Polly- 
tomas,  Belmullet, 

Small  estates. 


Possesses  property  in  same  division.  It  is  in 
Chancery,  Mr.  James  Gore  is  receiver.  The  lands 
are  waste,  and  will  remain  so. 

Possesses  a tract  of  good  land  in  Binghamstown 
division.  He  is  very  little  better  off  than  his  tenants, 
who  are  for  the  most  part  receiving  out-door  relief. 

Possess  a fertile  tract  of  land  in  Binghamstown 
division.  Their  tenants  are  starving.  They  them- 
selves have  no  means. 

Possesses  a small  property  in  Binghamstown  divi- 
sion. His  lands  are  waste,  and  likely  to  remain  so. 

Possesses  a property  in  Binghamstown  division. 
Her  lands  are  waste,  her  tenants  are  starving,  and 
she  herself  applied  for  relief. 

Has  a small  property  in  Belmullet  division.  He 
will  do  all  he  can  to  cultivate  his  lands,  but  his 
means  are  limited. 

Has  a small  property  in  same  division.  He  has 
no  means  of  assisting  his  tenants,  who  can  do  nothing 
for  themselves. 

Besides  the  foregoing  there  are  several  small 
estates  worth  from  50/.  to  200/.  a-year,  the  pro- 
prietors of  which,  generally  speaking,  are  absentees, 
who  receive  no  rents,  therefore  take  but  little  interest 
in  their  properties;  their  lands  for  the  most  part 
were  waste  last  year,  and  are  likely  to  remain  so  this 
year. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — March  25,  1848. 

I beg  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  the 
Vice-Guardians  will  require  250/.  worth  of  provisions,  in  order  to  meet  the  wants 
of  this  district  for  the  week  commencing  the  27th,  and  I hope  an  order  to  that 
effect  may  be  forwarded. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  25,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the  British 
Association  for  a further  advance  of  250/.  worth  of  provisions,  to  enable  the  Vice- 
Guardians  of  the  Ballina  Union  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  in  the 
Erris  district. 


Lieutenant  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  29,  1848. 

_ Since  the  date  of  my  last  weekly  report  I have  been  principally  occupied 
in  visiting  the  several  working  parties  throughout  my  district,  with  the  view  of  as- 
sisting the  Vice-Guardians  in  making  the  necessary  reductions  in  the  issue  of  relief 
under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  which  the  present 
season  of  the  year  requires.  I found  most  of  the  working  parties  going  on  fully  as 
well  as  I expected,  some  of  them  better.  The  Guardians  have  by  constant 
weeding  at  length  obtained  a tolerably  fair  class  of  overseers;  the  result  'is  a 
manifest  improvement  in  the  manner  in  which  then-  orders  are  carried  out. 

In  consequence  of  the  reductions  which  the  Vice- Guardians  have  been  able  to 
make,  by  referring  certain  classes  to  the  workhouse,  there  has  been  a slight  run  on 
the  house  for  the  last  few  days ; but  not  greater  than  the  Guardians  were  pre- 
pared for. 

Mr.  Howley,  chairman  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  accompanied  me  on  last 
Monday  through  every  department  of  the  house,  which  I am  happy  to  state 
continues  in  a clean  and  healthy  state.  He  appeared  to  be  much  pleased  with 
everything  he  saw,  particularly  with  the  schools  where  he  examined  the  children. 
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The  amount  of  rate  lodged  with  the  Treasurer  during  each  week  of  the  month 
ended  27th  instant,  was — 


£.  s . d. 

Week  ended  4th  March  . . 114  0 0 

„ „ 11th  „ 160  0 0 

„ „ 18th  „ 102  0 0 

„ „ 25th  „ . . 134  16  2 

Period  „ 27th  „ . . 116  0 0 


Ballina  Union. 


Total  . . £62 6 16  2 

Which  leaves  the  state  of  the  collection  as  follows : — 

Amount  of  last  rate  struck,  including 

arrears  of  former  rate  . . 13,869  0 0 

Amount  of  last  rate  collected  to  27th 
March,  1848  ....  7,587  0 0 

Amount  of  last  rate  uncollected  . £6,2S2  0 0 

Last  month’s  collection  was  the  worst  we  have  had  for  the  last  three  months, 
but  I think  that  this  is  easily  accounted  for,  and  that  a larger  collection  may  fairly 
be  expected  during  the  two  ensuing  months. 

I will  again  prepare  lists  of  the  defaulters  against  whom  pi-oceedings  have  been 
directed  in  the  superior  courts,  leaving  a column  for  remarks  as  to  the  result  of 
those  proceedings,  which  I will  transmit  to  you.  I am  glad  to  say  that  the  agents 
of  the  Moy  fishery,  who  are  defaulters  to  a very  considerable  amount  (between  400/. 
and  500/.),  at  length  seem  inclined  to  come  to  their  senses.  A communication 
was  made  on  their  behalf  yesterday  to  the  chairman  of  the  Vice-Guardians  and 
myself,  to  the  effect  that  they  positively  had  not  the  funds,  but  that  if  the  Guardians 
would  agree  to  take  250/.  down,  and  the  remainder  in  two  months,  they  would  not 
offer  any  further  opposition.  We  requested  that  any  proposal  which  they  might 
have  to  make  should  be  furnished  in  writing,  to  which  the  Guardians  would  give 
heir  best  consideration.  The  objections  which  would  apply  in  other  cases  to  taking 
money  on  account  do  not  exist  in  this  case,  as  the  amount  is  due  to  several  col- 
lectors, some  of  whom  might  be  paid  in  full. 

The  Vice-Guardians  purpose  striking  a rate  in  the  electoral  division  of  Bing- 
hamstown  of  3s.  in  the  pound,  as  early  as  possible,  and  a general  rate  throughout 
the  Union  in  July;  for  this  latter  purpose  they  will  take  immediate  steps  to  have 
the  valuation  of  the  Union  revised.  I fully  concur  in  the  necessity  and  propriety 
of  these  intentions. 

As  it  appears  hopeless  to  expect  any  success  from  ah  application  to  the  Board  of 
Works  for  a loan  for  increasing  the  permanent  workhouse  accommodation,  and  it 
would  be  equally  hopeless  to  look  for  a loan  from  any  other  source,  the  Vice- 
Guardians  are  endeavouring  to  procure  another  building,  and  to  fit  it  up  as  an 
auxiliary  workhouse. 

Considering  the  present  deplorable  state  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  poor, 
indeed  I may  say  of  all  classes,  and  the  probability  that  the  approaching  hot 
weather  will  increase  both  sickness  and  mortality,  I hope  the  Commissioners 
will  excuse  me  for  troubling  them  on  a subject  over  which  they  have  no  immediate 
control. 

Mr.  Richard  Hamilton  has  requested  me  to  go  to  the  Erris  district  for  a couple 
of  days,  which  I purpose  doing  to-morrow,  as  I am  anxious  to  be  present  at  his 
examination  upon  oath  into  the  circumstances  of  the  evictions  which  have  taken 
place  in  that  locality. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing April  8,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  report  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
relating  to  the  Ballina  Union,  in  which  you  state  that  the  Vice-Guardians  propose 
to  have  the  valuation  of  the  Union  revised  before  striking  a new  rate;  and  I am 
directed  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  concur  in  the  views  adopted  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians  on  the  subject. 

The  Commissioners  consider  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  secure  a revisor  for 
the  valuation  as  soon  as  possible;  or  if  the  Vice-Guardians  find  the  revision 
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made  by  order  of  the  late  Board  in  the  summer  of  last  year  available,  they  should 
adopt  it. 

The  Commissioners  have  forwarded  a copy  of  your  observations  to  the  Board  of 
Health. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  30,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  for  this  district  the  Vice-Guardians 
will  require,  for  the  week  commencing  the  3rd  April,  200/.  (provisions'),  and 
100Z.  (cash).  ' 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — April  1,  1848. 

_ I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the  British 
Association  for  a further  advance  of  200Z.  in  provisions,  and  100Z.  in  money,  to 
assist  the  Vice-Guardians  in  providing,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor 
in  the  Erris  district  of  the  Union. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — March  30,  1848. 

_ I have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  the  annexed  letter  from  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  requesting  that  400Z.  in  cash,  and  300Z.  in  provisions,  may  be  trans- 
mitted to  them  by  the  8th  proximo,  which  I beg  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  lay 
before  the  Commissioners  for  their  favourable  consideration. 

Enclosure. 

Vjce-Guardians  to  Lieut.  Hamilton  : — March  30. 

We  shall  require  a sum  of  money  amounting  to  4007.,  and  an  order  for  3007.  worth  of 
provisions  on  next  Saturday  week,  the  Sth  April,  to  enable  us,  with  the  amount  of  rate  we 
calculate  on  receiving,  to  provide  for  the  poor  of  this  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—April  1,  1848. 

■d  i t-0  y°„u  t'mt  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the 

British  Association  for  a further  advance  of  400Z.  in  money,  and  3007.  in  provisions, 
to  assist  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Ballina  Union,  in  providing  for  the  main- 
tenance  of  the  destitute  poor  of  the  Union. 


Mr.  Caster  to  the  Chief  Commissioner  : — March  30,  1848. 

„•  j™,4*110"1  to  enclose  yon  a copy  of  a letter  I this  moraine 
leceived  from  Mr  Crampton,  the  agent  of  my  estate  in  Erris,  county  Mayo,  f 
beg  to  say  that  I have  forwarded  a copy  to  the  Lord' Lieutenant,  and  I hope  you 
„ he  so  good  as  to  give  it  the  consideration  that  a document  so  important  as 

Ireland  .ba!'on>r  of , Ems.  a"d  the  uncultivated  western  districts  of 

Ireland  geneially,  in  relation  to  the  working  of  the  Poor  Law,  requires. 

tents3  of  "rtf  a,“loas  lay  out  the  money  applied  for  and  granted,  but  the  con- 
exnended  in  if  “ “f™,7  cause  ™ to  pause  before  I take  up  50001.  to  be 
rSemntfon  T d„TS  of,the  land  in  ErHs'  without  a prospect  of 

the  Pnn  I n'wf  d h°P-'  WlU,  S1™  land  fiee’  that  something-  will  be  done  by 
here  is  ^TST’i  °fempl.,0y  ““  ^ b°died  “ raisinS  f“d  f°r  themselves; 
loent  I n™  If  ? bt  Jand  Jou  m*7  assured  that  I will  through  my 
She  ,W?,  ? f 1 y °/ body  and  “M.  do  my  best  to  carry  out  any  plan  that 
” Erris  pr0<ltaUe  emPdoynient  of  the  poor  on  my  estate 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Crampton  to  Mr.  Carter  -.—March  28,  1848. 

Act  forlhf  d™,,a?of  vn?r'H°Tt  thhat  rur  application  under  the  Lend  Improvement 
,Tat  you  1™ ? “ haS  aPP">™l  of  “>  the  ^ent  of  sW  and 

l oulfirtlllrihf  ,1 1 s ^ P 1 Pf  sess‘°"  o‘  an  instalment  or  this  sum ; however,  as  it 
would  mterfeie  wuth  the  spring  work,  and  so  tend  to  destroy  the  very  slender  prospect  o any 
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harvest  this  year  in  that  country,  If  you  now  commence  operations,  they  must  necessarily  he 
postponed  till  summer. 

Previous,  however,  to  your  embarking  in  this  expenditure,  I wish  to  lay  before  you  as 
clearly  as  I. can  the  present  state  and  prospects  of  Erris  generally,  that  you  may  jud^e  for 
yourself  whether  by  this  expenditure  you  would  improve  your  estate  there,  or  whether  on  the 
contrary,  by  adding  so  much  to  its  incumbrances,  you  will  only  be  accelerating  its  ruin’. 

The  valuation  of  the  two  electoral  divisions  (Belmullet  and  Binghamstown,  in  which  your 
estate  lies),  under  the  Poor  Law,  is  under  12,0007.  a-year;  this  sum  is  not  very  much  less 
than  the  amount  of  rent  which  was  paid  (before  1846),  by  the  occupying  tenants  to  their 
immediate  landlords;  at  present  small  holders  (who  occupy  more  than  nine-tenths  of  the 
country),  are  able  to  pay  no  rent  whatever. 

oA^A^P°pulati0n  °f  these  two  electoral  divisions,  which,  before  1846,  was  considerably  over 
20,000,  is  now  (as  well  as  an  estimate  can  be  made)  under  20,000;  about  one-sixth  of  this 
population  are  resident  on  those  parts  of  your  estate  which  are  not  leased  against  you  in  per- 
petuity, and  about  another  sixth  on  those  townlands  which  are.  ° r 

Out  of  this  population  upwards  of  10,000  are  now  receiving  relief  daily  under  the  Poor  Law, 
at  the  expense  of  upwards  of  250 1.  a-week;  that  is,  at  the  rate  of  upwards  of  13,000/.  a-year 
(more  than  the  entire  rental  of  the  two  divisions  even  in  flourishing  times).  This  relief  is 
administered  with  the  utmost  vigilance,  and  the  utmost  care  taken  that  none  except  those 
actually  starving  shall  be  relieved,  so  that  there  is  no  hope  that  the  expense  will  be  diminished, 
on  the  contrary  it  is  certain  that  it  will  considerably  increase  ; destitution  among  the  population 
vet  on  the  lists  increasing  more  rapidly  than  deaths  occur  among  the  paupers  who  are  on ; 
deatns  among  the  paupers  being  the  only  circumstance  by  which  the  numbers  receiving  relief 
are  or  can  be  diminished.  ° 


As  might  be  imagined,  the  proceeds  of  the  poor  rate  are  by  no  means  equal  to  this  enormous 
expenditure;  the  British  Association  are  supplying  the  funds,  and  will  probably  do  so  till 
-next  harvest;  however,  they  cannot  and  will  not  continue  to  do  so,  and  as  the  people  are 
supported  in  what  is  as  bad  as  idleness,  and  the  arable  land  is  suffered  to  lie  waste,  there  is  no 
hope  that  the  country  can  support  itself  when  the  British  Association  shall  cease  to  give 
assistance.  ° 

It  is  for  you  to  consider,  whether  under  these  circumstances  the  5000/.  granted  to  your 
application  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act,  will  not  (if  laid  out  in  Erris)  be  utterly  lost 
while  you  will  remain  personally  liable  to  650/.  a-year  for  interest  on  this  loan,  if  the  Govern- 
ment insist  on  property  supporting  its  own  poor,  while  at  the  same  time  it  also  insists  that  the 
poor  shall  do  nothing  to  help  themselves. 

Being  intimately  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  alarmed  at  the 
course  persisted  in,  I took  the  liberty,  as  far  back  as  February  last,  to  suggest  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  the  propriety  of  enabling  the  Guardians  to  employ  the  able-bodied  paupers  in 
raising  crops  to  aid  in  supporting  themselves,  and  (with  your  permission)  made  an  offer  of 
land  rent  free  to  be  cultivated  by  them  for  this  purpose ; more  recently,  seeing  the  present 
season  passing  away,  I again  pressed  the  same  subject  on  his  Excellency,  reiterating  the  same 
offer,  but  no  notice  whatever  was  taken  of  my  communication. 

It  is  my  deliberate  conviction  that  if  the  present  system  be  persevered  in,  the  entire  pauper 
population  must  die  within  the  month  succeeding  the  cessation  of  the  supply  from  the  British 
Association,  if  the  Government  themselves  do  not  come  forward  and  support  them. 

I am  also  convinced  that  there  are  no  means  left  to  render  Erris  self-supporting  but  by  em- 
ploying the  pauper  labour  in  raising  food  to  sustain  themselves,  and  I firmly  believe  that  if 
this  labour  was  so  employed  it  would  sustain  them. 

Can  there  be  a question  about  it — that  with  land  rent  free,  with  quantities  of  manure  within 
reach,  now  lying  idly  on  the  sea-shore,  with  an  enlightened  system  of  farming,  they  would  not 
be  able  to  raise  food  enough  to  support  themselves?  They  did’ so  under  the  worst  system  of 
agriculture  (and  paid  rent  beside),  is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  thev  could  not  do  it  under  a 
better? 

And  what  would  this  effect  ? It  would  render  the  poor  rate  supportable,  it.  would  enable 
the  country  farmers  gradually  to  gain  strength,  and  as  they  did,  the  labour  of  the  able-bodied 
paupers  would  be  absorbed  in  the  cultivation  of  their  farms,  and  better  times  would  dawn  on 
the  country ; whereas,  if  the  present  system  is  pursued,  it  will  strike  down  the  farmers  who 
have  yet  been  able  to  stand,  and  reduce  the  whole  population  to  the  rank  of  paupers. 

If  the  British  Association  continue  their  assistance  till  harvest  (as  I am  informed  they  will), 
there  is  even  yet  time  to  rescue  the  country,  by  employing  the  pauper  labour  in  raising  food 
for  themselves;  with  this  prospect  you  might  lay  out  the  5000/.  with  great  advantage  to  those  ' 
of  your  tenants  who  are  yet  self-supporting ; but  if  the  cessation  of  relief  from  the  British 
Association  will  bring  us  only  to  barren  fields  and  a destitute  country,  your  expenditure  and 
exertion  will  only  be  rewarded  by  a fuller  measure  of  misfortune. 

If  by  any  exertion  the  Government  could  be  induced  to  adopt  some  plan  of  this  kind,  it  should 
not  be  one  moment  delayed.  This  is  the  28th  of  March,  on  the  next  few  weeks  depend  the 
hope  of  the  coming  year.  < 

If  the  Government  will  do  nothing,  and  at  the  same  time  insist  that  proprietors  must  support 
the  destitute  on  their  estates  (that  is  on  your  paying  2000/.  a-year  for  poor-rate  for  your  Erris 
estate,  which  would  be  about  your  proportion,  while  you  at  the  same  time  get  nothing  out  of 
it),  I would  say  the  sooner  you  got  rid  of  that  property  the  better,  and  that  your  laying  out 
money  on  it,  with  these  facts  clearly  before  you,  would  be  an  act  of  deliberate  folly. 


2 H 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  1,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  30th  ult.,  transmitting  a communication  from  your  agent,  Mr. 
Crampton,  and  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  propose  to  communicate 
with  you  very  shortly  on  Mr.  Crampton’s  statement. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  R.  Hamilton: — April  1,  1848. 

In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Carter’s  agent,  Mr.  Crampton  (who  does  not  now 
reside  at  Belmullet,  and  whose  residence  there  is  occupied  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  the 
Inspector),  it  is  assumed  that  the  annual  value  for  rating,  of  the  Belmullet  and 
Binghamstown  electoral  divisions  (10,822£.  13s.),  is  about  the  rent  that  was 
paid  in  1846,  although  in  these  divisions  (leaving  houses  out  of  consideration), 
there  are  79,057  acres  of  land  actually  rated  to  occupiers  (their  holdings  being 
over  4 1.  value),  and  91,772  acres  rated  to  immediate  lessors  ; so  that,  on  Mr. 
Crampton’s  estimate,  the  land  rent  paid  in  1846  was  about  1«.  1(M.  the  statute 
acre ; and  it  will  be  ‘observed  that  any  occupier  who  on  this  scale  of  value  is 
rated  for  holdings  valued  above  4/.  must  hold  nearly  50  acres  of  land ; but  of 
such  occupiers  there  are  392  only  in  the  two  divisions,  so  that  their  holdings 
in  the  aggregate  of 79,057  must  considerably  exceed  50  acres  in  the  majority  of  cases. 

These  holdings  cannot  necessarily  be  cultivated  by  the  occupiers’  families  exclu- 
sively, and  may  be  considered  as  affording  employment  to  a portion  of  the 
remaining  population. 

The  total  population  is  22,773  (supposing  the  numbers  in  1841  still  to  exist), 
and  the  great  majority  of  this  total  would  appear  to  be  located  on  the  91,772 
acres  rated  to  landlords,  which  appear  to  be  divided  into  4,298  holdings, 
averaging  21  acres ; and  allowing  five  persons,  old  and  young,  to  each,  the 
population  on  these  holdings  would  be  21,490,  leaving  only  1283  for  the  larger 
holdings. 

If  these  amounts  are  right,  (all  of  which,  except  the  population,  are  taken  from 
the  rate  book  of  the  Union,)  they  do  not  present  so  unfavourable  an  aspect  as 
Mr.  Crampton’s  statement  would  appear  to  give  to  the  affairs  of  these  electoral 
divisions,  and  the  prospects  of  the  proprietors. 

But  it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  a report  from  Mr.  Hamilton  on  some  of  the 
statements  which  Mr.  Crampton  has  made. 

1.  As  to  the  number  now  receiving  relief  in  each  division,  which  Mr.  Crampton 
states  to  -be  for  both  10,000  ; and  he  assumes  that  this  number  will  not  be  abated 
except  by  death. 

2.  That  if  the  population  be  not  enabled  to  raise  food  for  self-support,  all 
who  are  destitute  must  die  in  the  month  after  aid  from  the  British  Association 
shall  cease. 

3.  That  no  means  are  _ left  to  render  the  divisions  self-supporting,  than  the 
employment  of  the  population  in  raising  food. 

4.  That  Mr.  Carter  is  prepared  to  give  land  rent  free  for  the  latter  object. 

Mr.  Hamilton  will  be  so  good  as  to  state  whether  he  anticipates  any,' and  if  so, 
what  reduction  of  the  numbers  now  getting  relief,  from  the  employment  which 
the  district  ordinarily  affords ; and  how  far  this  will  operate  more  in  Binghams- 
town division  than  in  Belmullet  division,  or  vice  versa ; also,  whether  Mr.  Carter’s 
estate  is  principally  in  the  former,  or  the  latter,  and  whether  it  is  likely  that  if  the 
landholders  possessing  means  in  that  part  of  the  Union,  or  elsewhere,  were  to  be 
offered  the  land  rent  free,  they  would  be  likely  to  occupy  and  cultivate  it. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  4,  1848. 

J-  Mr.  Crampton  s letter  is  not  by  any  means  an  exaggerated  statement, 
althou  gh  i t m ay  not  be  strictly  correct  in  all  its  details,  and  that  his  views  as  to  rescuing 
the  country  from  its  present  broken  down  state,  may  be  open  to  many  objections. 

The  present  expenditure  is  about  250 1.  a week,  and  a considerable  portion  of 
the  persons  now  receiving  relief  are  permanently  pauperized,  unless  some  unex- 
pected demand  for  labour  should  arise. 

With  reference  to  those  portions  of  Mr.  Crampton’s  letter  on  which  you  wish  me 
specially  to  report : — 

1.  The  total  number  of  persons  relieved  last  week  in  each  electoral  division  was-1 
Belmullet  . . . 8993 

Binghamstown . . . 3926 
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2.  I certainly  think  all  destitute  persons  now  receiving  relief  would  die,  if  relief  Ballina  Union, 

were  to  be  discontinued.  

3.  I do  not  think  the  population  have  any  means  of  subsistence  except  what  is 
obtained  from  the  land. 

4.  I annex  reports  from  the  relieving  officer  for  each  district  on  this  subject; 

I think  I may  say  the  lists  can  be  reduced  to  about  8000 ; a great  reduction  has 
been  made  in  the  last  two  days. 

There  will  be  more  employment  in  Behnullet  than  Binghamstown  division,  but 
any  employment  given  is  of  little  or  no  assistance  to  the  rates,  as  the  employers 
seldom  keep  the  same  person  more  than  two  days. 

Mr.  Carter  has  property  in  both  electoral  divisions,  but  the  principal  portion  is 
in  Belmullet.  There  are  few  landholders,  if  any,  who  have  means  sufficient  to 
cultivate  all  the  lands  at  present  in  their  possession. 

Reductions  are  making  in  this  district ; annexed  is  a statement  of  the  numbers 
removed  this  day. 

Enclosures. 

Mr.  Ferrall,  Relieving  Officer,  to  Mr.  Hamilton  : — April  3,  1848. 

According  to  orders,  I have  to  inform  you  that  the  number  of  persons  relieved  on  my 
books  (including  all  dependents)  are  6227  for  the  preceding  week,  of  which  number  I con- 
sider 1 will  make  a reduction  of  10  per  cent,  on  an  average. 

Return  of  Persons  removed  at  Belmullet  on  Tuesday,  4th  April,  1848. 


C““- 

Number  of 
Persona 
including 

Cases. 

Belmullet  . . 

49 

83 

Logmore  .... 

7 

10 

Curlough  .... 

5 

9 

Ballinavode  . 

12 

19 

Toorglass  .... 

27 

29 

Picklepoint  . 

7 

10 

Attvcunane 

18 

23 

Derrvnamall  . 

1 

1 

Derrycherib  . . 

8 

11 

Bunahowna  . 

4 

4 

Renashinagh  . . 

6 

6 

Glencastle 

4 

Total 

148 

210 

Thomas  Ferrall,  Relieving  Officer. 

Mr.  Talbot,  Relieving  Officer,  to  Mr.  Hamilton  : — April  3,  1848. 

According  to  directions,  I have  to  inform  you  the  number  of  persons  receiving  out -door 
relief  in  my  district  is  1968,  (including  all  dependents,)  and  from  the  great  distress  pre- 
vailing, I do  not  think  I can  reduce  that  number  more  than  5 per  cent.,  having  reduced  my 
list  last  week  nearly  5 per  cent. 

Mr.  Howley,  Relieving  Officer,  to  Mr.  Hamilton  : — April  3,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I have  at 
present  on  my  book  for  the  Bangor  district,  771  cases,  which  comprise  a gross  number  of 
1368  persons,  of  which  (I  think,  as  far  as  I can  judge  at  present),  I will  strike  off  100 
persons. 


Mr.  David  Walker,  Relieving  Officer,  to  Mr.  Hamilton  : — April  3,  1848. 

There  are  at  present  656  cases,  numbering  1398  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  in 
Belmullet  Northern  district. 

I cannot  now  with  safety  state  what  proportion  of  those,  if  any,  can  be  struck  off ; but  will 
on  next  week  as  well  as  I possible  can,  furnish  you  with  a list  of  those  persons  whom  I find 
to  be  making  tillage,  or  are  in  any  manner  more  comfortably  circumstanced  than  the  others. 


Mr.  Winter,  Relieving  Officer,  to  Mr.  Hamilton: — April  4,  1848. 

Agreeable  to  order,  I have  to  inform  you  that  the  number  of  persons  receiving  out- 
door relief  in  this  district  (including  all  dependents)  is  1958  : from  this  number  I consider  a 
reduction  of  6 per  cent,  can  be  made. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Carter  : — April  8,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Crampton,  your  agent,  received  with  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  already 
acknowledged,  in  which  he  recommends  that  the  able-bodied  destitute  persons 
now  supplied  with  food  in  Binghamstown  and  Belmullet  electoral  divisions  of 
Ballina  Union,  should  be  employed  in  raising  food  for  their  support,  on  unoccupied 
land  which  Mr.  Crampton  recommends  you  to  give  rent  free,  with  the  privilege  of 
using  the  manure  within  reach. 

The  Commissioners  concur  with  Mr.  Crampton,  in  regarding  it  as  very  impor- 
tant that  the  land  now  lying  waste  in  those  divisions  should  be  used  for  producing 
food,  and  that  the  able-bodied  destitute  persons  in  the  district  should  be  employed 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil ; but  the  Commissioners  do  not  consider  it  practicable 
that  all  these  persons  could  be  engaged  at  work  on  your  unoccupied  farms  by  the 
Guardians,  as  is  proposed  by  Mr.  Crampton,  nor  does  there  appear  to  be  any  way 
in  which  the  requisite  supplies  of  seed  could  be  obtained,  and  seen  properly  planted 
by  the  Union  officers  employed  to  distribute  out-door  relief. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  consider  the  Union  officers  capable  of  doing  more 
than  superintending  the  gangs  of  able-bodied  persons  who  are  occupied  in  the 
labour  of  stone-breaking.  It  would  be  impossible  for  such  a staff  of  officers  to 
superintend  the  same  number  of  persons  dispersed  in  agricultural  employments. 

In  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Binghamstown  and  Belmullet  electoral 
divisions,  it  is  only  by  the  adoption  of  means  to  encourage  agricultural  undertakings, 
independently  of  the  poor-rates,  that  any  progress  can  be  made  in  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  the  labouring  population,  and  lessening  the  pressure  on  the  resources 
of  the  ratepayers.  The  Commissioners  would  be  gratified  to  know  that  such 
means  were  applied  by  the  owners  of  the  lands  heretofore  cultivated,  but  now 
waste  ; and  were  all  to  adopt  your  proposition ' of  giving  the  land  rent  free,  at  first, 
there  would  it  is  presumed  be  found  persons  of  the  requisite  skill  and  capital,  to 
migrate  to  that  district. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — April  1,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo,  requesting  I would  take 
evidence  upon  oath  respecting  the  evictions  which  have  taken  place  on  Mr.  Walsh’s 
property  in  this  district,  I have  now  the  honour  to  forward  the  annexed  true  copies 
of  sworn  statements  made  hy  a few  persons.  I have  to  apologize  for  not  having 
complied  with  your  directions  earlier ; but  as  I left  this  on  leave  of  absence  imme- 
diately after  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  was  unable  to  do  so. 

You  will  oblige  me  by  stating  whether  the  Commissioners  wish  for  any  further 
evidence. 

Enclosure. 

Catherine  Coyle,  sworn  in  Irish *by  an  interpreter : — Am  the  widow  of  Anthony  Coyle.  My 
late  husband  was  for  the  last  20  years  tenant  to  Mr.  John  Walsh,  on  the  townland  of  Mul- 
la^hroe.  I was  his  second  wife,  and  have  been  two  years  married.  My  husband  paid  Mr; 
W alsh  31.  a-year  reut.  About  the  1st  of  November  William  Heffron  (who  acts  as  agent  to 
Mr.  Walsh),  accompanied  by  another  man,  came  to  the  house.  They  demanded  possession  of 
the  house,  and  my  husband  gave  it  to  them.  He  was  re-admitted  by  Heffron,  who  gave  him 
three  or  four  weeks  to  prepare  to  leave  the  house.  Shortly  before  Christmas  day  William 
Heffron  and  another  man  came  into  the  house,  and  desired  us  to  leave  it  that  he  might  throw 
it  down.  We  all  went  out ; my  husband  and  his  four  children,  and  I and  the  two  children  he 
had  by  me,  quitted  the  house.  The  house  was  thrown  down  the  moment  we  quitted  it.  We 
returned  to  the  ruins  and  lived  in  a corner  of  it,  having  made  up  a sort  of  tent  there.  This 
was  thrown  down  by  Heffron  shortly  after  Christmas.  I was  not  in  at  the  time,  but  my  husband 
and  children  were.  Since  then  we  have  been  begging  about,  sleeping  wherever  we  could  <*et  a 
lodging.  About  a fortnight  ago  we  came  to  the  workhouse ; for  six  weeks  before  we  had  “been 
getting  relief  in  food  from  the  relieving  officer.  My  husband  was  in  a dying  state  when  we 
came  to  the  workhouse,  and  has  since  died.  He  was  a strong  man  when  our  house  was  thrown 
down  upon  us. 

Ler 

Catherine  x Coyle, 

Sworn  before  me  this  20th  day  of  March,  1848, 

Richard  Bourke,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

David  Reilly,  being  duly  sworn  in  Irish  by  a sworn  interpreter,  states  -I  have  a wife  and 
one  child.  Lived  in  Mullaghroe  for  the  last  16  years,  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Walsh. 
Held  two  acres  and  a half  of  land,  and  paid  11. 8s.  yearly  rent.  About  Christmas  Mr.  Walsh’s 
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son,  William  Heffron,  steward  to  Mr.  Walsh,  and  Pat  Barret,  herd  to  Mr.  Walsh,  came  about 
three  o’clock  in  the  day  to  my  house,  raised  die  couples  of  it,  and  threw  off  the  roof.  I was  in 
the  house  at  the  time;  was  served  with  a notice.  Myself,  wife,  and  child  have  slept  several 
nights  in  the  ditches.  About  a week  after  my  house  was  thrown  down  I found  a shed  in  Mul- 
laghroe,  which  I went  into  with  my  family,  and  remained  in  it  one  week  when  Pat  Barret, 
herd  to  Mr.  Walsh,  came  and  threw  it  down;  also  set  fire  to  my  bed  when  I was  in  it.  Since 
then  myself  and  family'  have  been  living  in  another  shed,  four  feet  high  and  five  feet  square, 
which  I put  up  close  to  the  gable  of  a house  in  Mullaghroe.  Made  several  applications  to  be 
admitted  to  the  poor-house,  and  was  told  I would  be  admitted  whenever  there  was  room  in  it. 
his 


David  x Reilly, 

Sworn  before  me  this  30th  day  of  March,  184S,  at  Binghamstown. 

R.  Hamilton,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Witness, 


George  S.  Bourns. 


Ballina  Union. 


Patrick  Murphy,  being  duly  sworn  and  examined  through  a sworn  interpreter  (not  being 
acquainted  with  the  English  language),  states  as  follows  : — Has  lived  in  Mullaghroe  all  his 
life,  on  Mr.  Walsh’s  property ; held  about  five  acres  of  land  and  a house  and  barn,  for  which 
he  paid  3/.  per  annum.  Was  served  with  a notice  to  quit  in  November,  1846,  at  which  time 
he  owed  a year's  rent.  After  legal  possession  had  been  taken  by  Mr.  Walsh,  he  was  allowed 
to  remain  a month  in  the  house.  Five  days  before  Christmas  day,  Mr.  John  Walsh’s  son  and 
his  steward,  William  Heffron,  and  his  herds,  Pat  Barret  and  Pat  Broderick,  came  with  crow- 
bars, raised  the  couples  of  the  roof  off  the  walls,  and  threw  in  the  roof  before  he  had  time  to 
leave  the  house,  or  take  out  any  of  bis  furniture.  His  furniture  consisted  of  two  beds,  dresser, 
three  pots,  three  tubs,  a bucket,  and  a table,  which  he  considers  were  worth  about  ll . 5s.  This 
took  place  about  an  hour  or  half  an  hour  before  sunset.  He  never  received  a penny  from  Mr. 
Walsh.  About  30  houses  were  unroofed  that  day  by  the  same  party.  Has  been  wandering 
about  the  country  up  to  the  last  six  weeks,  during  which  time,  for  five  nights,  he  was  forced  to 
sleep  in  the  open  air,  not  being  able  to  procure  any  shelter.  Two  nights  he  slept  in  a cock  of 
hay  when  it  was  snowing  and  freezing ; the  remaining  three  nights  were  not  severe.  Has  been 
receiving  out-door  relief  for  the  last  ten  weeks.  For  four  weeks  he  has  given  one  quart  of  meal 
per  week  of  his  allowance  for  shelter.  For  the  last  six.  weeks  he  has  been  sleeping  in  a hut 
which  he  erected  inside  the  walls  of  an  old  house  in  Mullaghroe,  the  size  of  which  was  five  feet 
long  by  two  and  a half  feet  wide,  and  four  feet  high.  This  hut  was  thrown  down  and  burnt 
yesterday  by  Pat  Barret,  Mr.  Walsh’s  herd.  Of  the  30  houses  which  were  thrown  down  on 
the  same  day  as  his,  every  one  was  inhabited.  Of  the  families  who  inhabited  those  houses 
some  of  them  have  since  died,  and  others  are  scattered  in  every  direction, 
bis 

Patrick  x Murphy, 

Sworn  before  me,  March  31st,  1848, 

R.  Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  InsjJcdor. 

Witnesses, 

W.  J.  Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

John  D.  Waters,  Vice- Guardian. 

Patrick  Culkin,  Sworn  Interpreter. 

Catherine  HaTlon  states: — That  being  near  her  end  in  this  world  she  has  a disinclination' to 
take  an  oath,  never  having  taken  one  in  her  life,  and  not  knowing  the  nature  of  an  oath ; but 
she  declares  what  she  is  about  to  state  to  be  the  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 

Being  examined  through  a sworn  interpreter,  she  states : — That  she  lived  at  Mullaghroe,  on 
Mr.  Walsh’s  property.  She  had  a house  and  one  and  a half  acre  of  land,  for  which  she  paid 
30s.  to  Mr.  Ruane,  Mr.  Walsh’s  agent.  Owed  a year’s  rent.  Lived  there  all  her  life.  Was 
never  served  with  a notice  to  quit,  nor  was  her  house,  to  her  knowledge,  taken  possession  of 
until  about  the  month  of  September,  when  upon  her  return  from  the  sea-shore  one  day  she 
found  the  roof  thrown  in.  She  was  told  by  the  villagers  that  William  Heffron,  Mr.  Walsh’s 
steward,  had  thrown  the  roof  in,  and  that  he  had  the  sheriff’s  boy  with  him.  She  made  up  a 
hut  against  the  walls  of  the  house  and  remained  for  about  a fortnight  in  it,  when  one  of  her 
children  having  died  she  left  the  place  and  went  out  through  the  country  to  beg;  Has  be£n 
an  inmate  of  the  auxiliary  workhouse  at  Binghamstown  since  the  9th  of  February. 

Binghamstown,  31  st  March,  1848. 

Catherine  x Hallon, 

(Signed)  Pat  Culkin,  Sworn  Interpreter . 

"Wit nesses, 

R.  Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

W.  J.  Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

John  D.  Waters,  Vice- Guardian. 

Mary  Joyce,  being  duly  sworn,  states : — That  her  husband,  Patrick  Joyce,  herself  and  seven 
children,  lived  in  Mullaghroe,  on  Mr.  Walsh’s  property.  Lived  there  since  she  was  bora. 
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Is  49  years  of  age.  Had  a house  and  three  acres  of  land,  for  which  she  paid  2/.  Os.  10<£. 
a-year.  Was  served  with  a notice  to  quit,  but  does  not  recollect  the  exact  time.  The  sheriff 
took  possession,  but  her  family  were  allowed  to  return.  This  occurred  about  last  harvest. 
Shortly  before  Christmas  Mr.  Walsh’s  son,  William  Heffron,  and  Pat  Barret,  came  and  threw 
down  the  roof,  at  which  time  her  husband  and  all  her  family  were  lying  sick.  They  said  that 
if  witness  did  not  go  out,  they  would  throw  down  the  roof.  She  was  not  even  allowed  time,  to 
prepare  a drink  for  her  husband.  Witness  built  up  a hut  two  or  three  times,  which  was  pulled 
down  by  Mr.  Walsh’s  men.  On  one  occasion  her  husband  fell  down  three  times  in  attempting 
to'  leave  the  house.  Her  husband  and  one  of  her  children  are  since  dead.  Has  been  receiving 
out-door  relief  since  the  commencement  of  its  being  given  out.  Almost  the  entire  village  was 
thrown  down  before  Christmas. 

her 

Mary  x Joyce, 

Sworn  before  me  this  1st  day  of  April,  1848, 

R.  Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Witnesses, 

W.  J.  Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

George  S.  Bourns. 

James  Murphy,  being  duly  sworn  and  examined  through  a sworn  interpreter,  states  as 
follows : — Is  about  52  years  of  age ; lived  in  the  village  of  Mullaghroe  all  his  life,  on  Mr. 
John  Walsh’s  property;  held  about  three  and  a half  acres  with  a house,  for  which  he  paid 
41.  8j.  a-year ; was  served  with  a notice,  but  cannot  state  the  exact  period ; the  house  was 
taken  possession  of  by  the  sheriff  about  harvest,  when  he  was  permitted  to  return  to  it,  and 
remained  in  it  for  about  two  months.  Mr.  Walsh’s  son,  with  his  bailiff,  William  Heffron, 
William  Gibbons,  and  Pat  Barret,  came  shortly  before  Christmas  last;  they  desired  him  to 
leave  the  house,  or  they  would  pull  it  down;  refused  to  leave  the  place,  not  having  any 
shelter  for  himself  and  family,  which  consisted  of  his  wife  and  two  children.  Mr.  Walsh’s  son 
then  took  a crowbar,  raised  the  couples  of  the  roof,  and  with  his  servants  throw  down  the 
entire  .roof,  by  which  his  dresser,  chest,  pots,  &c.,  were  all  broken.  Mr.  Walsh  did  not  give 
him  any  money  when  he  turned  him  out.  Witness  left  Mullaghroe  that  night  with  his  family, 
and  slept  at  Came,  near  Belmullet.  Has  frequently,  with  his  family,  slept  out  in  the  open 
air.  He  never  has  been  in  good  health  since,  and  has  lost  one  of  his  children  in  consequence 
of  the  sufferings  which  it  had  undergone.  He  and  his  family  have  wandered  from  place  to 
place;  they  now  occupy  a hut,  which  he  is  obliged  to  pay  three  pints,  of  his  relief  meal  for 
every  week;  this  hut  is  only  sufficiently  large  for  them  to  sleep  in;  has  been  getting  out-door 
relief  since  December  last.  There  were  several  houses  thrown  down  the  same  day  as  his  was  ■ 
owed  half-a-year’s  rent,  with  13 f.  arrears,  up  to  November,  1847  ; offered  to  pay  Mr.  Walsh’s 
son  the  arrears  if  he  would  permit  him  to  remain  in  the  house. 

his 

James  x Murphy, 

Sworn  before  me  this  1st  day  of  April,  184S, 

Witnesses  ^ Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

W.  J.  Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

George  S.  Bourns,  Sworn  Interpreter. 


.J*"'  ;eli°v“S  offlcer  °f  Binghamstown  electoral  division,  being  duly  sworn 

n.  ■ !'S  e4t‘le,hut.occ“Pied  Jami!s  Murphy  and  his  family;  it  appeared  to 

, VC,  e1n  aP'2*?  y*  erect®d  against  an  adjoining  house;  Murphy  and  his  son  were  lying  sick 

or  tVTdl  “ ; S Wife  Was  lik™se  “ hut,  which  was  only  of  a sufficin'!  “e 
for  them  to  he  down  in.  There  was  no  furniture  of  any  kind. 

Joseph  Talbot. 

Sworn  before  me  this  1st  day  of  April,  1848, 

Witnesses  Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

W.  J.  Hamilton,  •Temporary  Poor  Laxo  Inspector. 

George  S.  Bourns. 

5 T dnuly  s™.a”d  through  a sworn  interpreter,  slates 

Jbout  irreres  Of  t Mullaghroe  and  hved  there  all  his  life,  on  Mr.  Walsh'a  proper ; held 
“r  or  “ ’ 116  Pa,d  3‘-  > was  ^ w‘th  a notice  to  quit’ about 

ha r^f  « Sch  ZI  L Z YT  le”‘;  hiS,h0Use  was  tak“  of  about 

after  nosspssinn  bad  bp  i.Was  1 °.ut  abnost  naked,  and  was  allowed  to  return 

in  the^villao-p  wprp  f About  last  Christmas,  at  the  time  that  all  the  other  houses 

know  * V,S,WaS  hkers\hy  a Mr.  Walsh  and  his  tenants;  does  not 

aJdWM wifjf  r 5?  laind  0rd  0r  noS1b"t,heard  that  Mr.  Walsh’s  son  was  in  the  village, 
fhrdJ  J?  her  )10u,ses  Eiled  d,owni  had  no  place  to  go  to,  and  has  slept  out 

all  the  hai-ddi;  °ne  6 xif5  ^ad  sbete.r > b‘s  health  has  suffered  much  in  consequence  of 

all  the  haidship  he  has  gone  through;  has  been  receiving  out-door  relief  since  last  December; 
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has  given  two  quarts  of  meal  for  a week’s  lodging ; did  not  receive  any  money  to  procure 
shelter  the  day  his  cabin  was  pulled  down, 
his 

James  x Meenaghan, 

mark. 

Sworn  before  me  this  1st  day  of  April,  1848, 

R.  Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Witnesses, 

W.  J.  Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

George  S.  Bourns,  Sworn  Interpreter. 


Joseph  Talbot,  relieving  officer  of  the  Bingliamstown  electoral  division,  being  duly  sworn, 
states  : — That  he  has  visited  the  greater  part  of  the  families  who  once  resided  at  Mullaghroe  ; 
he  has  found  them  in  the  most  wretched  state ; frequently  three  or  four  families  in  small 
cabins,  and  others  occupying  huts  which  they  have  erected  against  gables,  and  inside  of  the 
ruins  of  their  former  dwellings ; many  of  them  have  complained  of  their  being  forced  to  sleep 
out  at  night,  and  are  most  anxious  for  the  completion  of  the  auxiliary  workhouse,  in  order  that 
they  may  get  shelter ; is  of  opinion  that  these  people,  who  are  all,  more  or  less,  suffering 
from  disease,  have  suffered  the  greatest  hardships  from  want  of  shelter,  and  is  positive  that  no 
amount  of  relief  can  bring  the  greater  part  of  them  round.  In  the  village  of  Surge-view  many 
of  the  Mullaghroe  people  are  now  living  whose  sufferings  cannot  be  exceeded  ; there  are  four 
families  in  one  hut,  most  of  whom  have  dysentery,  and  there  is  fever  in  almost  every  cabin. 
The  village  of  Tirrane  is  nearly  as  bad. 

Joseph  Talbot. 

Sworn  before  me  this  1st  day  of  April,  1848. 

R.  Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Witnesses, 

W.  J.  Hamilton,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

George  S.  Bourns. 

I certify  that  this  and  the  foregoing  are  true  copies  of  the  original  statements  which  remain 
in  my  possession. 

R.  Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Belmullet,  ls£  April,  1848. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners: — April  16,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  requesting  I would  take  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Walsh’s  son  and  servants,  if  they  consented  to  be  examined,  respecting  the 
evictions  that  have  taken  place  on  his  property  in  this  district,  I have  the  honour 
to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I wrote  to  Mr. 
Walsh,  asking  him  whether  his  son  would  consent  to  give  such  evidence,  and 
yesterday  I received  a message  from  him,  stating  he  was  at  the  hotel  in  Belmullet, 
and  was  most  anxious  to  see  me.  I immediately  called  upon  him,  when  he  entered 
into  a Ion g justification  of  his  conduct,  which  I informed  him  I should  be  happy  to 
lay  before  the  Commissioners  if  he  put  it  on  paper ; at  the  same  time,  he  said  his 
son  had  no  objection  to  be  examined,  and  requested  I would  meet  him  in  Ballina 
on  Thursday  next  for  the  purpose  of  taking  his  evidence,  which  1 promised  to  do. 

Mr.  Walsh  also  requested  I would  give  him  permission  to  read  the  evidence 
already  taken ; this  I refused  to  do  until  I knew  what  the  Commissioners’  wishes 
were,  which  I hope  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  communicate  before  Thursday. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  18,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  16th  instant,  I am  directed  by  the 
Commissioners  to  state  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Walsh  should  be  permitted 
to  read  the  evidence  which  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  eviction  of  tenants 
upon  his  estate,  and  that  every  facility  should  be  afforded  him  for  tliat  purpose. 
Another  copy  of  the  evidence  will  now  he  sent  for  his  use. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  22,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  and  to  my  subsequent  report,  giving  the 
purport  of  an  interview  I had  with  Mr.  Walsh,  I beg  to  forward  to  you  the 
annexed  papers  as  per  margin,  by  which  the  Commissioners  will  perceive  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  case. 


Ballina  Union. 


Enclosures  marked 
A,  B,  C,  D,  E. 
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•Bailina  Union. 


Enclosures. 

(A.) 

Monday,  April  17,  1848. 

I met  William  Herron,  Mr.  Walsh’s  bailiff,  on  the  road  between  Clughtean  and 
Tarram,  and  asked  him  whether  he  would  consent  to  be  examined  on  oath  regarding  the 
evictions  and  unroofing  of  houses  that  has  taken  place  on  Mr.  Walsh’s  property. 

He  said  he  would  not  do  so  unless  he  had  leave  from  his  master,  as  he  was  afraid  of  losing 
his  situation ; but  that  the  only  evidence  he  could  give  was,  he  was  present  at  the  pulling  down 
of  16  houses  in  Mullaghroe,  and  8 houses  in  Cloglier,  all  of  which  were  occupied  at  the  time  ; 
the  remainder  of  the  houses  were  unroofed  after  the  people  had  left  them. 

R.  Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

I was  present  when  the  above  conversation  took  place. 

Joseph  Talbot,  Relieving  Officer. 

(B.) 

Mr.  Talbot  to  Mr.  Hamilton  : — April  17,  1848. 

Since  I saw  you,  William  Heveran  and  Patt  Barrett  have  refused  to  give  any  evidence 
regarding  the  evictions  that  took  place  in  Mullaghroe  and  Clogher  until  they  got  permission 
from  their  master,  Mr.  Walsh,  to  do  so. 

William  Heveran  also  told  me  he  would  be  at  the  same  work  on  to-morrow ; he  would  be 
pulling  down  more  houses,  and  he  did  not  know  where  the  inhabitants  would  go  to,  nor  did  not 
care,  but  it  was  his  directions  to  do  so. 


(C.) 

Mr.  Walsh,  Jun.,  to  Mr.  Hamilton: — April  19,  1848. 

My  father  desires  me  to  express  his  regret  that  he  cannot  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
you  to-morrow  at  Bailina,  as  arranged.  He  is  very  unwell,  and  unable  to  leave  home;  and 
besides;  he  desires  me  to  say  he  thinks  it  would  be  premature  in  him  to  submit  to  my 
examination  without  being  informed  of  the  matters  reported  to  the  Commissioners,  but  in  any 
event  he  or  I cannot  go  further  than  as  already  explained  to  you  at  the  hotel,  Belmullet. 

(D) 

Mr.  Hamilton  to  Mr.  Walsh,  Jun. : — April  20,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  and  to 
forward  a copy  of  a letter  I have  received  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  together  with  a 
copy  of  the  evidence  which  has  been  taken. 

If,  on  further  consideration,  you  should  feel  inclined  to  make  any  statement,  I boo-  to  inform 
you  that  I shall  remain  in  Bailina  until  Monday,  and  will  meet  either  you  or  Mr.  Walsh  any 
day  in  the  interval  you  may  appoint. 


(E-) 

, Mr.  Walsh  to  Mr.  Hamilton  : — April  20,  1848. 

My  son  handed  me  yours  and  the  enclosures.  I have  been  very  unwell  for  some  days, 
or  I should  have  much  pleasure  in  keeping  my  appointment  with  you.  I fear  I cannot  be  able 
to  meet  you  at  Bailina  on  Saturday ; if  not,  I shall  send  you  my  deposition,  sworn  before  a 
magistrate,  as  soon  as  possible. 

Pat.  Broderick , being  duly  sworn,  states : — I was  employed  by  Mr.  Walsh  as  herd  on 
the  lands  of  Mullaghroe  and  Devillaan  Clogher.  I recollect,  shortly  before  Christmas 
proceeding  with  Mr.  Walsh’s  son  to  Mullaghroe,  by  whose  directions  I at  that  time 
assisted  in  the  levelling  of  three  or  four  houses  there;  warning  was  then  given  to  the 
remainder  of  the  inhabitants  to  leave  their  houses,  and  to  prepare  another  place  for  them- 
selves, after  which  Mr.  Walshs  son  directed  that  we  should  not  leave  a single  house  without 
levelling  it,  and  that  he  did  not  care  one  damn  where  the  people  went  to.  The  next  day 
we  accordingly  went  and  levelled  as  many  houses  as  we  could ; we  were  occupied  in  t.he 
•same  manner  for  the  three  or  four  succeeding  days,  during  which  time,  between  Clogher 
•and  the  two  Mullaghroes,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  we  threw  down  about  50  houses.  I cannot 
tell  the  exact  number ; people  were  living  in  the  greater  part  of  them.  They  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  their  cabins  until  after  Christmas,  when  they  would  go  away  of  their  owii 
accord.  Mr.  Walsh’s  servant  (Jack  Walsh)  said  that  by  his  master’s  orders  he  could  not  let 
them  remain  one  hour  longer.  After  the  cabins  were  thrown  down  many  of  the  people  erected 
huts  or  tents  from  four  to  five  feet  square,  and  about  three  or  four  feet  high.  I received  direc- 
tions from  William  Hevron,  Mr.  Walsh’s  agent,  to  level  these  huts.  I did  not  level  many  of 
them. 

(Signed)  Pat.  Broderich. 

Witness,  George  J.  Bourns. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  *29th  day  of  April,  1848,  at  Belmullet. 

R.  Hamilton,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 
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Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — May  4,  1848. 

With  reference  to  former  correspondence  on  the  subject,  now  before  the 
Commisstoners,  1 beg  to  forward  the  annexed  letter,  received  this  moment,  from 
JVIr.  Walsh. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  J.  Walsh  to  Mr.  Hamilton  : — May  3, 1848. 

T hate  had  the  honour  of  your  note  in  reference  to  my  property  in  Erris  district,  and 
on  reflection  I feel  I should  make  no  affidavit  oil  the  subject,  particularly  as  you  reported 
ex  parte,  and  not  of  the  number  referred  to  in  your  report  only  from  more  recognized  tenants. 
I feel  it  would  be  an  insult  to  my  own  feeling  to  make  any  affidavit,  and  I deny  the  ri°ht  of 
any  affidavit  to  interfere  in  my  management  of  my  property  to  yourself  personally.  ° 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — May  6,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  report  of  the 
4th  instant,  with  a further  communication  from  Mr.  Walsh,  of  Castlehill,  respecting 
the  levelling  of  cabins  on  his  property  in  Binghamstown  electoral  division,  of 
Ballina  Union,  and  they  desire  to  observe  that  the  depositions  already  transmitted, 
and  the  communication  now  received,  appear  to  render  any  further  inquiry  in  the 
case  unnecessary. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  8,  1848. 

In  making  my  weekly  report  I have  the  honour  to  state  for  the  information 
of  the  Commissioners,  that  heretofore  my  great  object  was  to  check  the  urgent 
distress  which  prevailed  throughout  the  district,  and  to  see  that  relief  was  afforded 
to  all  those  requiring  it,  hut  before  this  object  could  be  attained  it  was  impossible 
to  prevent  a considerable  number  being  relieved  who  did  not  need  it.  This  must 
be  attributed  to  the  relieving  officers,  as  well  as  ourselves,  being  strangers,  conse- 
quently unacquainted  with  the  people,  nearly  the  entire  population  being  applicants 
for  relief,  and  there  being  no  proprietor  or  ratepayer  who  afforded  any  assistance 
in  checking  abuses ; hut  now  that  I am  convinced  there  is  not  a single  person  in 
need  of  relief  who  is  not  getting  it,  I have  turned  my  attention  exclusively  to 
reducing  the  lists,  and  with  this  view  Mr.  Waters  and  myself  have  attended  the 
various  depots  on  the  days  of  distribution,  and  put  the  workhouse  test  to  considerable 
numbers.  At  present  there  are  upwards  of  12,000  persons  (including  dependents) 
on  the  relieving  officers’  books ; this  number,  I think,  may  in  the  course  of  a short 
time  be  reduced  to  about  8000,  but  I am  afraid  a further  reductiou  than  this  will 
be  attended  with  great  danger,  as  the  majority  of  these  people  are  permanently 
pauperized. 

The  relieving  officers  (all  of  whom  have  been  lately  appointed)  are  active  young 
men,  and  1 have  no  doubt  but  after  a little  will  perform  their  duties  well. 

The  only  fault  I had  to  find  with  them  was  placing  parties  on  their  books  with- 
out examining  the  residence  ; certainly  on  their  arrival  they  were  surrounded  with 
difficulties  of  no  ordinary  nature,  and  every  allowance  should  be  made,  particularly 
so,  as  they  now  appear  anxious  to  retrace  their  steps.  Their  books  and  accounts 
are  made  up  to  the  day. 

In  consequence  of  the  rapid  spread  of  fever  in  the  auxiliary  workhouse,  and 
there  being  no  means  of  separating  the  patients,  Mr.  Waters  and  myself  con- 
sidered it  necessary,  in  order  to  check  the  progress  of  the  disease,  to  take  a house 
in  the  town  of  Binghamstown  for  a month  or  so,  where  the  fever  patients  have 
been  removed  to.  I trust  the  Commissioners  will  approve  of  this  course. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  12,  1848. 

There  is  nothing  particular  to  draw  your  attention  to  in  the  state  of  the 

house. 

The  assistant  master  at  Ardnance  is  giving  much  satisfaction,  and  has  returned 
750  boxes  of  stones  well  broken  for  the  work  of  500  men  last  week,  this  amounts 
to  14  box,  being  134  cubic  feet  each  man,  which  we  consider  most  excellent  work, 
indeed  it  has  been  proved  so  by  the  fact  of  many  able-bodied  men  becoming  so  dis- 
gusted with  it,  that  they  left  the  house  rather  than  continue  on  such  terms. 
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We  have  been  much  disappointed  at  not  being  able  as  yet  to  procure  a second 
auxiliary  house.  The  medical  officers  have  condemned  Colonel  Gore’s  store,  we 
propose  inserting  an  advertisement  for  one  this  week,  as  it  is  most  desirable  to 
procure  extended  workhouse  accommodation  in  this  Union. 

There  is  no  material  change  in  the  amount  lodged  weekly  by  our  collectors,  we 
fear  that  not  very  much  of  the  amount  of  rate  at  present  uncollected  will  be  ever 
realized,  and  are  consequently  most  anxious  to  be  in  a position  to  strike  a rate,  for 
this  purpose  we  have  advertised  for  a person  competent  to  revise  the  valuation,  and 
will  lose  no  time  in  having  such  revision  completed. 

Although  the  returns  forwarded  as  yet  by  the  clerk  do  not  show  great  reduction 
in  the  number  or  expense  of  those  receiving  out-door  relief,  still  that  such  have 
been  made,  and  to  great  extent,  we  are  aware,  having  under  our  own  inspection 
reduced  many  thousands,  and  having  received  a report  from  our  contractors  to  the 
effect  that  the  weekly  expenditure  in  out-door  relief  has  been  lately  reduced  in 
value  300Z.  at  least ; the  issue  from  one  depot  being  only  10i  tons  which  used  to 
be  19. 

A great  effort  appears  to  be  making  by  the  people  in  preparing  to  sow  the  land, 
and  from  what  we  can  learn  a much  greater  breadth  will  be  put  under  cultivation 
this  year  than  was  last. 


Mr.  R.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  29,  .1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  everything  in  this  district  is  going  on  satisfactorily.  The  relieving  officers, 
generally  speaking,  appear  to  be  performing  their  duties  well. 

The  appearance  of  the  people  has  considerably  improved,  far  beyond  what  I ever 
expected ; and  in  the  town  of  Belmullet  for  the  last  month  I have  seen  com- 
paratively speaking,  but  few  beggars,  although  the  Vagrant  Act  never  has  been 
enforced,  there  being  no  magistrates  within  26  Irish  miles.  The  town  is  likewise 
pretty  free  from  disease. 

The  labour  test  has  been  found  most  valuable  in  the  Bangor  district,  where  90 
men  were  returned  for  work  only  about  20  attended.  At  'Curlough  (Belmullet 
division),  where  upwards  of  200  men  were  originally  returned  for  work,  the 
attendance  has  not  on  an  average  exceeded  40  each  day.  The  attendance  at  the 
other  depots  has  been  pretty  much  in  the  same  proportion,  except  Geesula  (Bel- 
mullet division)  and  Aughleam  (Binghamstown  division),  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
which  places  there  is  little  or  nothing  doing  in  the  way  of  cultivating  the  land, 
in  the  other  portions  of  the  district  great  preparation  is  making  for  sowing 
potatoes  and  green  crops  on  a large  scale. 

Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  keeping  the  auxiliary  workhouse  in 
anything  like  proper  order,  there  being  I may  say  no  master  or  matron  for  the  last 
month  owing  to  the  illness  of  Mr.  Rogers  (who  is  slowly  recovering),  and  Mrs. 
Rogers  being  occupied  up  to  the  last  few  days  exclusively  attending'him ; but  I 
am  sorry  to . say,  that  on  visiting  the  house  yesterday  I found  her  very  unwell,  and 
the  doctor  informed  me  she  had  fever.  I immediately  requested  he  would  take 
sfops  to  have  her  removed,  which  he  promised  to  do. 

, ovf.n  at  the  auxiliary  workhouse  is,  I may  say,  finished,  and  I have  requested 
the  guardians  to  take  steps  to  have  it  made  available.  The  other  works  are  like- 
T1S,e,  lnra  ionvard  state,  and,  I hope,  in  a few  weeks  we  shall  be  able  to  provide 
shelter  lor  most  of  those  who  are  houseless. 

A great  deal  of  my  time  has  been  occupied  with  the  schools,  between  the  dis- 
tnbntion  of  clothes  and  removing  the  children  who  are  receiving  relief  under  the 
y°or  Law  ftorn  the  school  lists,  as  I did  not  consider  it  desirable  this  system  of 
double  relief  should  be  continued  any  longer  ; at  the  same  time  I must  remark  by 
so  doing  the  school  lists  will  be  reduced  from  4500  to  about  1000.  I thought  it 
preferable  to  remove  the  children  from  the  school  relief  rather  than  the  Poor 
i.aw,  in  order  to  prevent  confusion  hereafter. 
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Macroom  Union. 

MACROOM  UNION. 


Mr.  Brandling  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  5,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  I arrived  at  the  Macroom  Union  on  the 
4th  of  March,  and  attended  a meeting  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  on  that  day. 

It  appears  from  the  statements  of  the  clerk  that  the  Guardians  have  about 
13007  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  which  sum  is  the  balance  of  a rate  struck 
on  the  24th  July,  1847 ; and  that  about  13007  of  this  rate  is  still  uncollected. 

The  Guardians  are  preparing  to  strike  another  rate,  which  will  be  the  second 
within  twelve  months,  and  the  chairman  has  requested  me  to  state  to  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  that  as  the  two  rates,  when  taken  together,  amount  in  all 
cases,  excepting  the  electoral  divisions  of  Aglish,  Cannavee,  Magourney,  Matehy, 
and  Ovens,  to  3s.  in  the  pound  ; and  as  these  sums  will  be  only  sufficient  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  poor  without  repaying  any  of  the  money  advanced  by  Govern- 
ment under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  he  requests,  in  the  name  of  the  Macroom 
Board  of  Guardians,  that  the  repayment  of  the  Government  loan  may  be  put  off 
till  after  the  harvest,  when  a rate  can  be  struck  and  collected  for  that  purpose. 
I must  beg  that  an  immediate  answer  be  sent  on  this  subject,  as  the  matter  is  to 
be  finally  arranged  at  a meeting  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  on  Saturday  next  the 
11th  of  March.  9 


Enclosure  in  foregoing. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Sams  Due 
by  each  Division 
for  Advances  under 
Temporary  Relief 
Act, 

for  which 
Repayment  is 
required. 

Rate  per  Pound 
in  each  Division 
which  such 
Repayment 
would  require  to 
be  Levied. 

Rates  Struck  and  Resolved 
on  since  Advances  were 
first  made. 

Total  of 
Two  Rates 
Signed  and 
Resolved  on 

July,ni847. 

Rote  Struck 
on  24th^July 

7th  August, 
1817, 

and  Signed. 

Rate 

Resolved  on 
on  8th  Jan., 
1848. 

£• 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

d. 

S. 

d. 

Macroom 

833 

7 

3 

2 

0 

1 

9 

1 

3 

3 0 

Ballyvourney . . . 

822 

0 

0 

2 

104 

1 

9 

1 

3 

3 0 

Clondrohid  . . . 

1,414 

0 

0 

2 

104 

1 

9 

1 

3 

3 0 

Kilnamartyr  . 

523 

S 

6 

2 

6 

1 

6 

1 

6 

3 0 

Kilcorney 

447 

0 

0 

2 

104 

1 

9 

1 

3 

3 0 

Macloneigh  . . . 

442 

0 

0 

2 

104 

2 

6 

0 

6 

3 0 

Kilmurry  £. 

932 

19 

0 

2 

6 

1 

6 

1 

6 

3 0 

Aglish  [.  . . . 

. 

0 

5 

0 5 

Aghina  .... 

639 

0 

2 

2 

24 

1 

3 

1 

9 

3 0 

Ahabullogue  . 

1,155 

0 

0 

2 

104 

1 

6 

1 

6 

3 0 

Donoughmore  . 

1,248 

9 

6 

2 

5 

1 

9 

1 

3 

3 O 

Cannavee  . . . 

0 

5 

0 5 

Magourney  . 

431 

2 

3 

i 

n 

i 

3 

0 

10 

2 1 

Matehy  .... 

553 

0 

0 

2 

4 

i 

0 

0 

10 

1 10 

Ovens  .... 

160 

10 

6 

0 

94 

l 

0 

0 

5 

1 5 

Eveleary  .... 

545 

0 

0 

2 

104 

4 

0 

4 0 

Union  at  large  . 

24 

0 

0 

Total  . . 

10,179 

17 

2 

. 

Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  10,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  inform  you  that  they  are  not  authorized  to 
sanction  the  making  of  a rate  of  less  than  3s.  in  the  pound,  on  any  electoral 
division  in  which  the  sum  required  for  ordinary  expenditure,  in  addition  to  defray- 
ing the  sum  due  to  Government,  would  equal  or  exceed  that  amount. 

It  is  not  required,  however,  in  any  case  in  which  the  amount  for  expenditure 
under  the  Poor  Relief  Acts  will  be  less  than  35.  in  the  pound  that  the  rate  for 
both  purposes  should  exceed  this  amount ; nor  is  it  necessary  where  a rate  of  such 
amount  is  requisite  for  ordinary  expenditure  that  any  addition  should  now  be 
made  for  repayment  of  the  advances  from  the  Relief  Commissioners. 
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Macroom  Union.  The  Commissioners  therefore  request  that  you  will  inform  the  Guardians 
accordingly,  and  have  the  books  for  the  new  rate  proceeded  with  as  speedily”  as 
possible,  ready  for  the  insertion  of  the  amount  of  new  rate  when  agreed  upon'by 
the  Guardians. 


Mr.  Brandling  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  13,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  circular  of  March  2,  1848,  I beg  to  state,  that  it 
will  be  impossible  for  the  Macroom  Board  of  Guardians  to  suspend  at  the  present 
time  all  the  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor  without  increasing  the  distress  in  this 
district  to  an  alarming  extent.  The  relieving  officers  are  preparing  to  strike  off 
about  2000  from  their  lists,  which  plan  will  be  carried  out  before  the  18th  of 
March  ; and  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  an  extensive  reduction  will  take 
place  from  that  date. 

Since  my  appointment,  I have  received  every  assistance  from  the  Macroom 
Guardians,  who  have  met  my  suggestions  with  perfect  good  feeling. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  16,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  13th  instant,  relating  to  the  proposed  revocation  of  the  order  autho- 
rizing out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  poor  persons  in  the  Macroom  Union,  and  I am 
to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  be  glad  to  receive  a further  report  from  you 
on  this  point,  in  about  a fortnight  from  this  time. 

I am  at  the  same  time,  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  report,  if 
you  think  that  an  order  authorizing  the  Guardians  to  afford  out-door  relief  to  able- 
bodied  persons,  with  the  exception  of  single  men,  and  men  having  but  two  children, 
could  then  be  issued. 


Mr.  Brandling  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  15,  1848. 


Since  my  arrival  at  Macroom  as  the  inspecting  officer  to  the  Union,  I 
have  discovered  some  irregularities  in  the  management  of  the  poor-hou.se  books, 
which  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  sickness  and  various  changes  of  the  officers  of 
the  establishment. 

In  the  first  place,  the  number  of  paupers  actually  in  the  house  is  less  than  the 
number  in  the  register,  there  being  a difference  of  about  20.  This  is  owing 
to  the  discharges  of  the  paupers  not  having  been  regularly  entered  as  they  left 
the  poor-house.  I thought  the  best  plan  for  rectifying-  these  errors  was,  to 
have  the  paupers  assembled  in  one  of  the  yards,  and  their  names  called  over, 
which  has  been  done,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Guardians;  and  in  my 
opinion,  after  another  investigation,  we  shall  completely  succeed  in  correcting  the 


,nHnnnU,ml,er  °f  P.auPers  at  present  receiving  out-door  relief  amounts  to  about 
IU,UUU  ; but  I am  in  hopes  that  there  will  be  a great  reduction  when  the  test  of 
stone-breaking  is  applied  to  the  able-bodied.  I have  written  an  application, 
tnrougn  the  .Poor  Law  Commissioners,  for  1000  stone-hammers  to  be  given  from 
the  stores  of  the  Board  of  Works;  but  there  has  not  been  any  answer  to  mv 
communication.  J y 


The  medical  officer  informs  me  that  the  paupers  in  the  workhouse  are  im- 
proving m health.  There  are  about  50  in  the  fever  hospital ; but  out  of  these 
one-halt  the  cases  are  dysentery,  which  disease  has  been  very  fatal  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  J 1 

The.  Guardians  are  to  meet  at  the  poor-house  to-morrow  for  the  purpose  of 
preparing-  a .new  rate,  which  is  to  provide  funds  for  the  poor-house  and  the  out- 
door relief  till  after  the  harvest.  This  rate,  when  added  to  the  one  struck  in 
August,  1847,  will,  in  all  cases  (except  in  the  five  most  wealthy  electoral  di- 
visions), amount  to  3s.  in  the  pound  ; and  I do  not  anticipate  much  resistance  in 
the  collection. 

There  are  only  three  collectors  in  this  large  Union  of  16  electoral  divisions, 
an  these  men  receive  hut  4 d.  in  the  pound  for  collecting.  To  these  circum- 
stances I attribute  the  non-payment  of  part  of  the  arrears  now  due.  This  subject 
is  to  be  considered  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Guardians ; and  there  is  every 
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prospect  of  an  increase  to  the  number  of  collectors,  and  an  addition  to  the  oer 
centage  for  collecting.  ^ 

I have  recommended  establishing  local  committees  of  the  highest  rate-pavers  in 
the  electoral  dmsions,  for  the  purpose  of  scrutinizing  the  relieving  officers'  lists 
which  I think  will  be  acted  on  in  all  districts.  & 5 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  16,  1848. 

* di^ted  ky  ^le  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour 
report  of  the  10th  instant,  relating  to  the  Macroom  Union,  in  which  you  state 
that  you  have  recommended  the  establishment  of  local  committees  of  the  highest 
rate-payers  in  each  electoral  division,  for  the  purpose  of  scrutinizing  the  relieving 
officers  lists.  ° ° 

In  reference  thereto  I am  to  state,  that  it  should  be  distinctly  understood  that 
the  course  proposed,  if  entered  upon,  must  not  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the 
relieving  officers,  or  the  functions  of  the  Guardians,  whose  duty  it  is  to  determine 
m 2ach  case  whether  any  and  what  relief  shall  be  given;  and  the  rate-payers 
should  only  furnish  the  Guardians  with  information  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
them  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty.  x r & 

The  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the  renewal  till  the  18th  instant, 
ot  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  destitute  able-bodied  persons  in  the 
Union,  and  the  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  report 
to  them  in  the  mean  tune,  m accordance  with  their  circular  letter  of  the  2nd 
instant. 


Mr.  Brandling  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  19, 1848. 

On  the  18th  instant  there  was  a meeting  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  of 
the  Macroom  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  striking  a rate  which  is  to  support  the 
poor  till  after  the  harvest,  and  to  repay  a large  portion  of  the  10,479?.,  the  sum 
advanced  by  the  Relief  Commissioners,  as  a loan  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act. 
The  following  are  the  names  of  tlie  electoral  divisions,  and  the  rate  for  which  the 
books  are  signed : — Macroom,  3s.  in  the  pound  ; Ballyvoerney,  3s. ; Clondrohid, 
3s. ; Kilnamartyr,  3s. ; Kilcorney,  3s. ; Kilmurry,  3s.  ; Ahabullogue,  3s. ; Do- 
noughmore,  3s. : Macloneigh,  2s.  6 cl. ; Aghina,  2s.  6 d.  ; Matehy,  2s.  6c?. ; Eve- 
leary,  2s.  6 cl.-,  Ovens,  Is.  6cl.  ; Magourney,  Is.  6 d.  ; Aglisli,  5d. ; and  Canaree, 
5d.  This  rate,  when  collected,  ought  to  produce  a sum  of  11,700?.  The  Guar- 
dians have  adhered  strictly  to  the  directions  received  from  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, and  as  the  treasurer  to  the  Union  has  but  1100?.  in  bis  hands,  the 
collectors  have  orders  to  proceed  in  the  collection  without  delay. 

In  the  place  of  the  three  old  collectors,  16  new  ones  have  been  appointed  (one 
for  each  of  the  electoral  divisions).  This  will  greatly  expedite  their  business,  as 
the  former  districts  were  too  large. 

The  relieving  officers  have  reduced  their  lists  of  able-bodied  paupers,  and  I 
think  that  by  the  25th  of  this  month  the  number  will  not  exceed  2000.  I fear 
that  for  the  present  a greater  reduction  than  this  cannot  be  effected,  as  a part  of  the 
Union  is  wretchedly  poor,  and  the  farmers  are  not  able  to  employ  their  usual 
complement  of  labourers. 

Local  committees,  consisting  of  the  highest  rate-payers,  have  been  established 
throughout  the  Union.  I have  explained  to  these  gentlemen  that  they  have  not 
any  control  over  the  relieving  officers  or  their  lists,  but  that  any  useful  suggestions 
or  exposition  of  abuses  will  be  thankfully  received  by  the  Guardians. 


Mr.  Brandling  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  26,  1848. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  on  Tuesday  the  21st  instaut,  the 
rate-books  were  signed  for  all  the  electoral  divisions  (except  Eveleary,  which  is 
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MacroomUmon.  to  be  signed  on  tlie  2nd  of  April),  and  as  extra  collectors  have  been  appointed,  the 
collection  of  the  rate  will  be  proceeded  with  immediately.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
chairman  (Mr.  Nettles),  that  before  the  end  of  August  this  Union  will  be  able  to 
repay  about  4000/.  of  the  10,479/.  advanced  by  the  Relief  Commissioners  in  1847, 
and  that  the  surplus  will  be  ample  for  the  poorhouse  and  out-door  relief  till  after 
the  harvest. 

I am  sorry  to  report  that  the  relieving  officers’  books  and  accounts  have  been 
in  a very  imperfect  shite ; this  has  obliged  me  to  warn  these  officers  that  all  will 
be  removed  from  their  situations  whose  books  and  accounts  are  not  completed  by 
Tuesday  next  the  28th  instant,  which  is  the  day  appointed  by  the  Guardians  for 
revising  and  scrutinizing  all  papers  relating  to  out-door  relief. 

The  Guardians  and  rate-payers  appear  anxious  to  keep  down  the  expenditure. 
These  gentlemen  have  local  meetings  in  the  electoral  divisions,  which  have  been 
useful  in  exposing  abuses. 

There  was  a strong  complaint  urged  against  the  relieving  officer  in  the 
Ballyvourney  electoral  division,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  allowed  two  children 
belonging  to  the  district  to  starve.  After  careful  investigation  I found  that  these 
unfortunate  creatures  had  actually  perished  from  starvation,  but  that  their  father 
(a  strong  able  man),  had  been  offered  work  by  which  he  could  have  earned  upwards 
of  one  shilling  per  diem;  notwithstanding  this  the  man  refused  the  employment 
and  witnessed  the  death  of  his  infants  without  making  an  exertion. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  are  anxious  to  put  some  working  test  to  the  able- 
bodied  women  receiving  out-door  relief;  they  have  requested  me  to  write  on  this 
subject  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  to  state  in  my  correspondence  that 
stone-breaking  is  the  only  work  they  can  suggest.  I think  that  there  is  a great 
objection  to  this  plan,  as  it  would  tend  to  demoralize  the  females  and  take  them 
from  their  natural  avocations. 

I am  making  arrangements  for  supplying  the  able-bodied  women  in  the  poor- 
house  with  work  m constructing  fishing-nets.  At  present  there  is  a good  net 
imiker  in  the  poorhouse  who  will  be  able  to  superintend  the  netting 

Die  Guardians  are  going  to  have  the  names  of  the  paupers  whob  are  on  the  out- 
door relief,  printed  and  posted  in  various  parts  of  the  Union.  This  I think  will 
be  a very  efficient  mode  of  checking  imposition. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  1,  1848. 

Wm  reference  to  your  statement  connected  with  the  deaths  of  two 
children  from  starvation  I am  to  state  that  the  parent  should  have  been  prosecuted 
d\2"d  th,eAct  10  and  11  Vict'  C1P-  8 4.  for  having  wilfully 

too  the  toiiZs"  ’ a“d  ‘he  Child‘'en  sh0UltI  1,ave  be“ 


Mr.  Brandling  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  27,  1848. 

M.10  * ?fG  f°  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  order  which  empowers  the 

ls\  ™Anril  1848  GTUlrd,ans  ‘°  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  till  the 

1st  ot  Apnl,  1848  I am  convinced  that  this  order  must  be  extended  in  th* 

and  D dlV1,S10ns  of  Eveleary>  Kilnamartyr,  Clondrohid,  Kilcorney,  Ahabullogue 
and  Donoughmore,  as  they  are  very  poor  districts.  ^ ^ * 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  29,  1848. 

report  o^‘  the  ^Ytb*^  ^le  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
f “?f?  stat!  in  that  tlle  Commissioners  have 
f !!.  i v 1 lenewal  of  the  order  authorizing  ont-door  relief  in  the 
‘x  am’ at  "the  ^°“e  fortn«ht  This  order  is  applicable  to  the  whole  Union. 

X am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  have  received  a 

Son  fr'  “ whioh  1“  rtS-SaJWrf 

S Hated  foi  thSd7,nIUr  T-  7 i-SSUed  “ tlie  Uistowel  Union,  may  be 
substituted  toi  the  older  at  present  m force  m the  Macroom  Union. 
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. The  Commissioners  request  that  they  may  be  furnished  with  your  observa- 
tions on  the  subject,  previous  to  acting  on  the  recommendation  of  Mr 
Crawford. 


Mr.  Brandling  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  2,  1848. 

Since  my  last  report  I have  received  an  order  which  empowers  the 
Macroom  Guardians  to  give  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  labourers  till  the 
loth  or  this  month.  I am  required  by  the  Commissioners  to  report  on  the 

expediency  of  applying  that  part  of  the  Listowel  order  which  includes  single 
able-bodied  labourers  and  labourers  having  hut  two  children  dependent  on  them 
for  support  to  the  Macroom  Union.  As  out-door  relief  to  some  few  of  the  able- 
bodied  will  be  absolutely  necessary  in  a portion  of  this  district  after  the  15th 
instant,  1 think  from  that  date  it  will  be  as  well  to  omit  single  able-bodied 
labourers  and  able-bodied  labourers  having  but  two  children,  in  the  Macroom 
Orders  which  emanate  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners’  office  in  Dublin. 

The  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Macroom  Guardians  are  nearly  exhausted  ; but 
as  the  new  rate  has  been  prepared,  and  the  collectors  appointed,  the  Guardians  do 
not  anticipate  any  want  of  money.  The  collectors  are  to  attend  at  the  poorhouse 
on  1 uesday,  the  4th.  I will  then  take  the  opportunity  of  inciting  them  to  activity 
and  determination  m the  execution  of  their  duties. 

During  the  last  month  great  improvements  have  taken  place  in  the  interior 
economy  of  the  poorhouse.  The  male  paupers  are  now  employed  in  planting 
potatoes,  forming  gravel  walks,  breaking  stones,  &c.  &c. ; and  the  females  are 
making  up  large  quantities  of  wearing  apparel  and  bedding  which  are  required 
lor  the  use  of  the  establishment. 

The  master  has  been  sent  to  Cork,  where  he  is  going  to  prosecute  some  people 
for  purloining  sheets  from  the  poorhouse.  I think  this  example  will  be  of  service 
in  putting  a stop  to  a system  of  petty  thefts  which  has  been  going  on  in  the 
poorhouse. 

The  relieving  officers  accounts  have  been  made  up  and  forwarded  to  the  Com 
missioners. 

Mr  Hinds,  the  Government  agricultural  lecturer,  is  preparing  to  deliver  some 
dissertations  iu  Macroom  on  the  improvement  of  lands.  These  suggestions  if 
acted  on  must  do  an  infinity  of  good,  as  most  of  the  farms  in  the  neighbourhood 
are  in  a shocking  state. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  10,  1848. 

. With  reference  to  your  report  of  the  2nd  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the 
extension  of  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  in  the  Macroom  Union,  I am 
directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  inform  you  that  they  have  given  directions  for 
the  issue  of  an  order  authorizing  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  continue  relief  to  the 
several  classes,  with  the  exception  of  the  able-bodied  single  men,  and  men  having 
hut  two  children  dependent  on  them. 


Mr.  Brandling  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  9,  1 848. 

I have  not  anything  of  an  extraordinary  nature  to  report  in  this  week’s 
letter  as  the  surrounding  country  is  in  a very  quiet  state,  and  the  collectors 
are  commencing  with  apparent  success  to  levy  the  rates  in  several  parts  of  the 
Union. 

Ihe  Guardians  are  so  well  satisfied  with  the  circumstances  of  the  poorhouse, 
that  they  propose  meeting  hut  one  day  in  the  week,  instead  of  the  two  regular 
meetings  they  have  held  up  to  the  present  date. 

The  out-door  relief  lists  have  been  reduced  within  the  last  fourteen  days  by 
about  two  thousand  applicants.  The  number  given  in  by  the  relieving  officers 
as  persons  relieved  during  the  past  week  did  not  exceed  6800,  and  I think  that 
there  will  be  another  large  reduction  before  the  15th  instant. 

I fear  that  some  of  the  relieving  officers  are  not  sufficiently  remunerated  for 
their  work,  as  two  of  them,  who  have  the  worst  districts  in  the  Union,  viz., 
Eveleary  and  Clondrohid,  have  but  2 51.  per  annum.  I expostulated  on  this  subject 
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with  tlie  Guardians  at  their  weekly  meeting  of  the  8th  instant,  but  I am  sorry  to 
say  with  little  or  no  effect. 

The  inmates  of  the  poorhouse  are  generally  very  healthy,  and  there  is  a daily 
reduction  in  the  fever  and  dysentery  cases. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  12,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  bring  the  subject  of  the 
relieving  officer’s  salaries  again  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  the  relieving  officers  should  be  fairly 
remunerated  for  the  discharge  of  their  important  duties ; and  they  think  that 
salaries  not  less  than  SO/,  per  annum  should  be  allowed  to  the  relieving  officers 
referred  to  in  your  report. 
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LISTOWEL  UNION. 

Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  4,  184S. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Lav 
Commissioners,  that  I attended  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Guardians  yester- 
day. On  the  letter  being  read,  dated  the  31st  ultimo,  requesting  the  Board 
to  make  arrangements  for  having  the  rations  vetted  before  being  issued,  a dis- 
cussion took  place  upon  the  subject,  and  whilst  the  value  of  the  principle  upon 
which  the  recommendation  was  made  was  conceded,  objections  were  urged 
against  it  on  account  of  the  expense  attending  the  same,  arising  from  the  addi- 
tional staff  and  numerous  depots  that  would  be  required,  considering  that  there 
are  above  22,000  persons  to  feed,  and  that  the  food  must  (if  wetted  meal)  be 
issued  daily,  or  it  would  turn  sour.  It  -was  argued  subsequently  by  Mr.  Crosbie, 
of  Ardfert  Abbey,  high  sheriff  for  the  county,  on  a motion  made  to  appoint 
local  committees,  that,  with  the  experience  of  the  abuses  under  the  Relief  Act 
of  last  year  before  them,  no  person  could  reasonably  suppose  that  relief  on  so 
extended  a scale,  to  be  given  in  daily  issues,  with  the  labour-test  to  accompany 
it,  could  be  efficiently  carried  out,  and  that  abuses  could  be  checked  without  a 
most  extensive  staff ; or  that  this  system  of  relief  with  labour  could  at  all  be 
properly  worked  and  controlled  by  one  central  Board  for  the  whole  of  this 
large  Union,  when  a body  of  gentlemen  like  the  Relief  Committees  for  each 
electoral  division,  possessing  every  local  knowledge,  failed  entirely  to  do  so  in 
respect  of  the  former  relief  measures. 

I must  leave- these  arguments  for  the  Commissioners’  consideration,  and  have 
only  to  remark,  that  it  is  true  the  present  relieving  officers  could  not  possibly 
accomplish  the  issue  of  daily  rations,  and  fulfil  their  present  instructions.  Their 
districts  are  large,  and  they  now  take  two,  and  some  of  them  three,  days  to 
issue  the  food  for  the  week.  The  other  days  of  the  week  are  occupied  with 
their  accounts,  and  in  coming  to  Listowel  to  have  them  examined  by  the  clerk 
(Wednesday),  and  to  attend  the  Board  of  Guardians  with  their  Application 
and  Report  Book  (Thursday),  besides  having  to  visit  the  houses  of  all  the  new 
applicants  for  relief,  to  receive  the  supplies,  and  to  look  after  the  depots. 

If  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  will  be  so  good  as  to  afford  me  their  direc- 
tions on  the  subject,  after  the  objections  urged  by  the  Guardians  have  been  con- 
sidered, I will  see  them  fulfilled  as  strictly  and  as  soon  as  possible ; for  it  would 
be  advisable  that  no  time  should  be  lost,  or  the  additional  month  granted  for 
the  continuance  of  the  out-door  relief  will  have  elapsed  before  the  necessary 
steps  have  been  taken,  and  such  additional  staff  be  organized  as  the  Commis- 
sioners may  determine  to  be  needful.  As  regards  the  additional  staff,  I take 
the  liberty  to  suggest  that  one  or  more  confidential  clerks  would  be  required  in 
each  of  the  present  relief  districts  to  superintend  the  daily  issue  of  the  rations 
at  those  places  and  on  those  days  on  which  the  relieving  officer’s  duties  call 
him  elsewhere.  This  clerk  to  be  provided  with  a duplicate  of  the  relief  list. 
Paupers  could  assist  to  wet  and  weigh  out  the  meal.  Large  tubs  with  measures 
to  be  provided  at  each  depot. 

I submitted  a resolution,  that  was  agreed  to,  directing  the  collectors  to  serve 
notices  agreeably  to  the  6th  and  7th  Vic.,  cap.  92,  sec.  2,  on  all  immediate 
lessors  whose  rates  have  not  been  paid ; and  to  take  such  legal  steps  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  immediate  recovery  of  same. 

It  was  resolved  to  request  the  Commissioners  to  authorize  the  Board  to  rent 
land  to  the  extent  of  15  acres,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Act  1 and  2 
Vic.,  cap.  56,  sec.  35,  and  of  the  Poor  Law  Extension  Act,  sec.  20. 

Upon  this  considerable  discussion  took  place,  and  much  stress  -was  laid  on 
the  great  advantage  of  establishing,  by  means  of  the  poor-houses,  agricultural 
schools  to  improve  the  industrial  habits  of  the  inmates,  to  be  the  means  of 
diffusing  the  knowledge  thus  acquired  for  the  future  benefit  of  the  country.  I 
would  strongly  recommend  this  measure  to  the  favourable  attention  of  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners,  if  compatible  with  their  views.  I am  glad  to  have  this 
proof  to  record  of  increased  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  future 
interests  of  the  Union,  which  the  Commissioners  will  perceive  has  been  shown 
in  many  other  matters  of  late. 

2 K 
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The  Guardian  from  the  Ballybunnion  electoral  division  presented  a list  of 
62  names  found  to  he  illegally  on  the  relieving  officer’s  hooks,  and  receiving 
relief,  and  they  were  struck  off. 

The  Workhouse  Extension  Committee  reported  the  hired  buildings  (with  the 
exception  of  one  portion  yet  found  damp)  ready  to  receive  the  girls  oi'  the 
workhouse  school,  to  the  number  of  130,  and  they  were  ordered  to  be  removed 
thither  on  Monday  next  accordingly,  which  will  afford  further  opportunity  of 
applying  the  workhouse  test. 

This  test,  I am  glad  to  have  to  report,  is  found  to  work  well  here.  During 
the  last  five  days  90  persons  have  quitted  the  house  who  had  but  a few  days 
previous  entered  on  tickets  of  admission  given  by  the  relieving  officers. 

Miss  Nolan,  the  schoolmistress  (a  most  valuable,  steady  person),  applied  for 
an  advance  of  salary.  She  had  heretofore  only  82.  a-year ! The  Board  readily 
agreed  to  advance  it  to  152.  in  consideration  of  her  increase  of  duties  and  respon- 
sibility at  the  new  building,  as  well  as  an  act  of  justice  she  deserved  long  since; 
and  I trust  the  Commissioners  will  be  pleased  to  sanction  it. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  8,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  objections  of  the  Guardians  to  the  issue  of  meal  in  a 
steeped  state,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  have 
already  made  a concession  to  the  Guardians  in  not  insisting  that  the  food  should 
be  invariably  cooked,  and  that  its  issue  in  such  a state  is  contrary  to  the  views 
of  the  Commissioners,  who  cannot  doubt  that  with  proper  energy  and  arrange- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  Guardians,  a system  of  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in 
cooked  food  might  be  carried  on  throughout  the  Union. 

With  regard  to  the  meal  being  steeped,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state 
that  they  consider  this  to  be  essential,  and  they  request  you  to  insist  upon  it. 

As  to  the  statement,  that  the  system  suggested  by  the  Commissioners  could 
not  be  carried  out  with  the  present  staff  of  relieving  officers,  the  Commissioners 
have  to  observe  that  they  -will  readily  sanction  any  reasonable  increase  in  the 
number  of  relieving  officers ; and  they  request  you  to  report  to  the  Commis- 
sioners what  increase  will,  in  your  opinion,  become  necessary. 

_ In  regard  to  any  objections  arising  from  the  alleged  expense,  the  Commis- 
sioners think  that  such  objections  are  founded  on  misapprehension,  and  may 
easily  be  met  by  you.  The  object  of  the  staff  of  relieving  officers,  of  the  exac- 
tion of  labour,  and  of  requiring  the  food  to  be  steeped,  is,  that  while  under 
such  a system  persons  really  destitute  will  undoubtedly  accept  relief  rather 
than  starve,  yet  that  the  relief  will  not  be  in  itself  attractive,  and  will  not 
induce  able-bodied  to  come  upon  the  Union  funds  who  are  able  to  obtain  a 
subsistence  by  working  for  private  employers  of  labour.  Hence  objections 
founded  on  the  expensiveness  of  this  system  are  far  more  than  counterbalanced 
by  the  consideration  that  if  the  system  is  properly  carried  out  it  deters  improper 
applicants  from  becoming  a burden  to  the  honest  and  industrious  rate-payers  of 
the  Union. 


Further  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  Captain  Spark  — 
February  10,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  of  the  4th  instant,  in  which 
you  state  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Listowel  Union  are  desirous  of  takiii0- 
land,  with  the  view  of  raising  crops  for  the  use  of  the  house,  and  employing 
the  able-bodied  labourers  in  cultivating  it,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners 
to  state  that  they  deem  it  undesirable  that  able-bodied  paupers  should  be 
employed  in  the  cultivation  of  land  for  the  Guardians.  Any  arrangement 
foimded  on  such  a proposition  would  materially  weaken  the  efficacy  of  a 
workhouse  as  a test  of  destitution,  and  would  render  it,  in  some  respects,  even 
an  object  of  attraction. 

The  Commissioners  have  no  objection  to  the  Guardians  hiring  as  much  land 
as  may  be  necessary  to  teach  the  children  to  labour,  if  any  additional  quantity 
is  necessary  for  this  purpose. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  assure  you  that  the  principles  of  workhouse 
management  at  present  in  force,  are  the  deductions  from  long  and  extensive 
experience ; and  they  are  anxious  that  you  should  not,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, give  your  countenance  to  any  project  at  variance  with  them. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Spark  : — February  8,  1S48. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  the  statement  con- 
tained in  your  abstract  report  of  business  for  the  week  ending  the  5th  instant, 
viz.,  that  you  " have  visited  various  schools  crowded  to  suffocation  on  account  of 
the  relief  afforded  by  the  British  Association.” 

In  reference  thereto  I anr  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  interfere 
with  the  arrangements  under  which  the  school  relief  is  administered;  but  they 
presume  that  it  is  not  allowed  to  cause  any  accession  of  numbers  merely  to 
receive  the  daily  allowance  of  food,  without  being  duly  enrolled  school 
attendants. 

As  the  school  relief  may  in  some  measure  interfere  with,  and  lead  to  the  abuse 
of  out-door  relief  under  the  law,  the  Commissioners  request  to  be  informed 
whether  due  care  is  taken  by  the  relieving  officers  to  ascertain  whether  the 
children  on  their  books,  are  receiving  allowances  at  the  schools,  as  in  such  cases, 
deductions  should  be  made  from  the  relieving  officers’  issues  on  account  of  such 
children. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners,  in  reply: — February  13,  1S48. 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  dated  the  8th  instant,  I have  the  honour  to  state 
that  the  object  of  my  journey  in  that  distressed  district,  besides  seeing  into  the 
labour  performed  by  able-bodied  paupers  receiving  out-door  relief,  was  to  look 
into  the  management  of  the  relief  afforded  the  schools  by  the  British  Association, 
as  that  was  only  the  second  day  of  its  distribution,  in  order  to  prevent  it  being 
given  to  more  than  the  scholars  duly  enrolled,  and  that  the  number  was  limited 
to  as  many  as  could  be  conveniently  accommodated  for  the  purpose  of  educa- 
tion. 

Crowds  of  the  poor  creatures  naturally  rushed  to  the  schools  on  its  being 
understood  that  a meal  was  to  be  given  to  those  who  attended,  and  I took  steps 
with  the  Rev.  Mr.  McCarthy,  the  manager  of  these  schools,  to  have  the  numbers 
reduced  accordingly. 

I beg  to  state  that  the  relieving  officers  have  my  orders  to  deduct  the  amount 
of  provisions  the  children  so  obtain  from  the  amount  they  would  be  entitled  to 
as  belonging  to  destitute  families  on  their  lists.  It  will  be  my  endeavour  to  see 
that  the  Commissioners’  directions  are  fulfilled  in  these  respects  as  closely  as  is 
possible. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  12,  184S. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners 
that  on  the  9tli  instant  I attended  an  adjourned  meeting,  since  the  4th  instant, 
of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Guardians,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  financial 
state  of  the  Union,  and  particularly  the  accounts. 

The  master  had  been  in  the  habit  of  obtaining  supplies  of  articles  and  of 
getting  work  executed  without  the  orders  of  the  Board,  and  had  also  obtained 
on  some  of  such  orders  articles  of  considerable  extravagance,  such  as  looking- 
glasses,  muslin  for  curtains,  and  feathers  of  the  best  kind  for  porter’s  bed. 
The  supply  of  the  milk  lias  been  had  by  the  master  from  the  contractor  on  his 
requisition,  without  Board  orders  being  first  obtained,  but  which  were  afterwards 
sent  to  him.  Many  of  the  accounts  sent  in  were  found  to  contain  exorbitant 
charges,  and.  payment  of  the  same  was  postponed  by  the  Committee  that  a 
reduction  might  be  made ; all  this  is  the  result  of  the  long-continued  neglect 
of  the  Guardians,  to  remedy  which  they  are  now,  with  myself,  taking  active 
steps ; and  1 am  happy  to  have  to  state  this  co-operation  on  their  part. 

The  Committee’s  report  was  read,  and  approved  of  by  the  Board  of  Guardians 
at  their  meeting  yesterday,  and  is  inserted  on  the  minutes,  to  which  I beg  to 
refer. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday  I communicated  my 
receipt  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  setting  forth 
their  views  and  directions  as  regards  the  issue  of  cooked  or  steeped  meal  to  the 
paupers  receiving  out-door  relief ; and  I did  not  fail,  in  accordance  therewith, 
firmly  to  impress  upon  the  Board  the  necessity  that  immediate  steps  should  be 
taken  to  carry  them  out,  and,  in  fact,  to  insist  upon  its  being  done. 

2 1(2 


Listowel  Union. 
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Listowel  Union. 


For  some  time  past,  and  up  to  the  period  of  the  meeting  I am  reporting  upon, 
the  utmost  harmony  prevailed  amongst  the  Guardians  in  a desire  to  act  ener- 
getically, both  individually  and  as  a body,  to  reduce  the  numbers  of  the  able- 
bodied  paupers  on  out-door  relief,  and  to  adopt  every  means  suggested  for  that 
end ; hut  upon  the  Commissioners’  views  as  to  the  distribution  of  cooked  or 
wetted  food  being  thus  urged  upon  them  a total  change  appeared  to  take  place 
in  the  minds  of  a great  majority,  and  more  particularly  did  this  show  itself 
among  the  most  intelligent  and  influential  of  the  members,  and  I regret  to  have 
to  state  this  to  the  Commissioners,  for  the  anticipation  I had  indulged  in, 
mentioned  in  my  first  report  after  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  the  18th  of 
November  last,  was  being  realized,  that  I should  soon  be  able  to  bring,  through 
the  good  feeling  and  aid  of  its  members,  the  affairs  of  the  Union  into  a greatly 
improved  state. 

They  appeared  to  take  deep  offence  that  such  an  endeavour  should  be  made 
to  coerce  them  into  the  adoption  of  a measure  they  seem  to  have  a firm  con- 
viction cannot  be  carried  out  with  any  probable  good  effect.  They  carried  a 
strong  resolution  against  it  almost  unanimously.  They  take  their  stand  upon 
the  reasons  given  in  their  last  letter  upon  this  matter,  ordered  to  be  addressed 
by  the  clerk  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  on  the  3rd  instant,  as  founded  on 
their  experience  gained  during  their  arduous  labours  under  the  Temporary 
Relief  Act.  They  conceive  they  would  only  be  lending  themselves  to  a prac- 
tical delusion  of  the  Commissioners  if  they  attempted  it ; and  above  all  that 
the  necessity  for  serving  daily  rations  to  the  able-bodied  would  injuriously 
interfere  with  the  more  valuable  labour-test,  which  they  had  determined  on 
strictly  enforcing  by  every  means  in  their  power. 

They  came  to  the  resolution  of  striking  off  the  relieving  officers’  list  all 
single  able-bodied  men  above  the  age  of  18  years,  upon  the  ground  that,  as  the 
weather  had  become  open,  work  could  be  found  by  such  persons.  A legal 
objection  was  made  to  the  effect  that  under  the  Commissioners’  sealed  order, 
none  of  the  able-bodied  destitute  could  be  excluded  by  the  Board.  I partici- 
pate in  this  opinion ; and  if  I am  wrong  I shall  be  glad  to  be  instructed  on  the 
point  Many  of  the  rural  Guardians  insisted  that  no  work  would  be  offered  to 
these  people  by  the  farmers  until  the  middle  of  next  month. 

I have  to  report  that  last  night  Mr.  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  arrived  at 
Listowel,  and  I had  immediately  after  a conference  with  that  gentleman  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  on  the  probable  working  of  the  system  of  out-door 
relief  with  cooked  or  steeped  food ; and  afterwards  I visited  with  him  the 
auxiliary  establishment  occupied  by  the  pauper  children,  amounting  to  148  boys 
and  136  girls,  who  were  all  well  placed  in  the  premises,  and  then  proceeded  to 
examine  the  workhouse  throughout. 

P.S. — Upon  consideration  of  the  latter  part  of  the  Commissioners’  letter  to 
me  of  the  8th  instant,  where  it  is  stated  that  the  objections  made  by  the 
Guardians  may  be  easily  met  by  me,  and  the  object  of  the  staff  of  relieving 
officers,  of  the  exaction  of  labour,  and  of  requiring  the  food  to  be  cooked  or 
steeped,  is  urged  upon  my  attention,  I beg  to  repeat  here  in  substance  what  I 
have  stated  on  the  reference  paper  dated  the  8th  February,  attached  to  the 
minutes  of  the  Board’s  meeting  of  the  3rd  instant,  that  I am  well  aware  of,  and 
am  convinced,  from  my  own  experience  when  Inspector  under  the  Temporary 
Relief  Act,  of  the  wisdom  of  the  system  alluded  to,  and  the  necessity  for  its 
adoption  in  the  administration  of  out-door  relief ; and  notwithstanding  that  I 
have  honestly  stated  some  objections  in  the  way  of  its  being  so  readily  carried 
out  in  this  large  Union  as  the  Commissioners  desire,  I am  using,  and  have  used, 
my  best  endeavours  to  get  it  established  in  spite  of  the  strong  objections  and 
opposition  offered  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  ; and  I trust  the  Commissioners 
will  not  do  me  the  injustice  to  suppose  me  .to  want  zeal  in  this  matter  to  enforce 
their  views,  and  to  insist  upon  their  directions  being  complied  with. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  15,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  enclose  for  your  information  a 
copy  of  a letter  which  they  have  this  day  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians 
on  the  subject  of  .the  administration  of  relief  in  cooked  food. 
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Enclosures. 

I. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  Listowel  Union  : — Febmary  15,  1845. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  in 
which  you  state  the  objections  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Listowel  to  the  issue  of  cooked  or 
wet  meal  to  the  able-bodied  receiving  out-door  relief  in  Listowel  Union. 

In  reference  thereto  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  have  fully 
weighed  the  reasons  urged  by  the  Boavd  of  Guardians  of  Listowel  Union  against  the  use  of 
cooked  food ; but  the  Commissioners  still  adhere  to  the  opinion  that  the  food  distributed  to 
destitute  able-bodied  men  should  be  cooked,  and  the  Commissioners  request  the  Guardians  to 
refer  to  the  order  under  which  the  G uardians  are  now  relieving  able-bodied  men  in  their  Union, 
and  it  will  be  perceived  that  relief  otherwise  than  in  cooked  food,  where  the  system  is  prac- 
ticable, is  absolutely  illegal. 

In  regard  to  the  advantages  of  cooked  food,  and  on  the  practicability  of  giving  relief  with  it, 
the  Commissioners  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  following  extract  from  a report  to  the  Relief 
Commission  by  Mr.  Bromley,  the  accountant  of  that  Commission,  who  framed  his  report  on 
reports  received  from  nearly  2000  Relief  Committees : — 


“ The  almost  universal  opinion  given  by  the  Committees  is  in  favour  of  cooked  food  in  pre- 
ference to  raw  meal.  A strong  feeling  was  at  first  excited  against,  its  adoption  in  most  parts  of 
Ireland,  not  so  much  from  the  destitute  as  from  members  of  Committees,  chiefly,  as  reported, 
* that  they  might  be  relieved  from  trouble.’ 

ft  The  result  however  has  proved  its  great  advantage ; diarrhoea  and  dysentery  were  stayed 
by  it,  and  a great  improvement  was  rapidly  manifested  through  its  agency  in  the  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  people  ; it  was  found  to  be  the  most  nutritious,  the  best  test  of  destitution,  and 
the  most  economical. 

“The  saving  of  fuel  to  the  people  was  a great  desideratum;  for  that  reason  alone  it  was 
much  preferred  to  the  ‘ steeped  meal,’  in  which  state  it  was  required  to  be  issued,  if  not  cooked, 
to  prevent,  if  possible,  its  sale.  The  really  destitute  very  soon  became  sensible  of  its  benefits 
to  them ; and  many  persons  whose  names  were  on  the  relief  lists  did  not  apply  aud  take  their 
rations  because  they  did  not  consist  of  raw  meal. 

“ The  advantage  of  cooked  food  as  a test  of  destitution  may  be  shown  by  two  electoral 
divisions  alike  in  circumstances,  in  which  the  proportion  of  population  receiving  relief  were  : — ^ 

“ Cooked  food  ....  36  per  cent. 

“ Uncooked  food  . . . 5S£  per  cent. 

*f  In  one  Union,  Dunfanaghy,  the  medical  men  report  that  the  people  were  never  so  healthy 
as  since  the  use  of  cooked  food. 

“ The  usual  proportion  for  the  one  pound  weight  of  raw  or  uncooked  ration  was  one-third 
rice  and  two-thirds  Indian  meal,  which  being  cooked  with  water  as  ‘ stirabout,’  swelled  into  a 
ration  from  three  to  five  pounds  in  weight,  which  mixture  was  pronounced  as  beneficial  to 
health. 

“ Notwithstanding  all  these  advantages,  strange  to  say,  that  in  many  Unions,  cooked  food 
was  not  generally  adopted  until  the  issue  of  a peremptory  order  for  its  use,  and  the  Govern- 
ment Inspector  hadjeven  been  subject  to  threats  of  personal  violence,  and  conflict  with  members 
of  committees,  in  urging  its  adoption. 

,c  The  soup  originally  issued  before  the  f stirabout  ’ was  brought  into  use  is  reported  to 
have  been  highly  obnoxious  to  the  people ; and  in  Clare  it  was  found  necessary  to  discontinue 
it. 

“ It  is  now  admitted  that  had  the  system  of  cooked  food  been  generally  adopted  at  first 
much  expense  would  have  been  saved  ; and  it  is  strongly  urged  as  the  means  of  out-door  relief 
on  any  future  occasion. 

“ In  one  Union,  Macroom,  a committee  reports,  that  they  were  indisposed  to  the  Relief 
Act  before  it  came  into  operation,  but  have  now  great  satisfaction  in  bearing  testimony  to  its 
efficiency  and  economy ; had  they  not  witnessed  it  themselves  they  could  scarcely  have  con- 
ceived it  possible  that  such  a change  for  the  better  could  have  been  brought  about  in  the 
health  and  appearance  of  the  poor  in  so  short  a time,  and  at  comparatively  so  small  an 
expense. 

**  The  strength  of  the  labouring  man  does  'not  appear  to  have  been  reduced,  as  the  usual 
agricultural  labour  task  has  lately  been  performed  with  the  usual  spirit  and  ability.  In  con- 
sequence also  from  the  use  of  cooked  food,  it  is  reported  that  fever  has  been  less  fatal,  and 
dysentery  has  disappeared. 

" Robinson’s  steam  cooking  apparatus  appears  to  have  effected  a great  saving  of  fuel,  and 
succeeded  admirably. 

“ The  women  and  children  in  particular  much  preferred  'cooked  food,  for  it  invariably 
secured  to  them  their  tations;  not  giving  to  a selfish  husband  or  father  the  power  of  selling  it, 
as  was  too  often  the  case  with  raw  meal.” 


Listowel  Union. 
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From  this  passage  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  decided  reasons  why  the  Guardians  should 
introduce  coolced  food,  and  the  Commissioners  request  the  Guardians  to  make  arrangements 
accordingly  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Commissioners  on  this  important  subject. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Spark: — February  16,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  report  of  the  12th  instant  on  the  affairs  of 
Listowel  Union,  lam  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  they  have 
received  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  to  which  you  refer  with  much 
regret ; they  trust,  however,  that  the  steps  you  are  taking  in  conjunction  with 
the  Board  of  Guardians  will  have  the  effect  of  stopping  such  irregular  proceed- 
ings, and  establishing  a more  correct  course  for  the  future.  The  Commissioners 
have  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  under  consideration,  and  will  ad- 
dress the  Guardians  upon  the  subject. 

. In  regard  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  you  with  reference  to  the  determina- 
tion of  the  Board,  that  all  single  able-bodied  men  above  the  age  of  18  years  be 
struck  off  the  relief  lists,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  presume  that 
the  Guardians  would  not  adopt  any  such  measure  without  previously  assuring 
themselves  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  Union,  no  single  able-bodied  man 
above  18  years  of  age  is  really  unable  to  find  employment,  as  otherwise  the 
striking  them  off  the  lists  would  be  clearly  illegal,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Guardians  to  give  relief  to  all  persons  in  the  Union  who  are  really 
destitute. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  12,  1 848. 

In  obedience  to  directions  of  the  Commissioners,  to  report  fully  the 
circumstances  which  induced  me  to  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  the 
dismissal  of  the  relieving  officer  (Mr.  Cooke)  of  the  Kilmoily  district,  I beg  to 
state  that  that,  officer  was  accused  by  a deputation  of  rate-payers  from  that 
electoral  division  of  having  placed  persons  on  his  Application  and  Report  Book 
on  the  recommendation  of  individual  rate-payers,  without  ever  visiting  their 
houses  or  examining  himself  into  their  circumstances,  agreeably  to  his  instruc- 
tions. On  being  examined  by  the  Board,  as  is  recorded  on  the  minutes  of  its 
proceedings  on  the  3rd  instant,  'this  man  acknowledged  the  accusation  to  lie 
true ; and  I recommended  his  dismissal,  feeling  the  necessity  for  some  such 
example  of  punishment  to  deter  others  from  being  guilty  of  a like  neglect  of 
duty  in  violation  of  the  instructions. 

I consider  such  a person  far  from  competent  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  a relieving 
officer,  even  if  he  were  very  well  qualified  in  every  other  respect,  which  is  not 
the  case  in  this  instance. 

And  at  the  same  time  I would  call  the  Commissioners  particular  notice  to 
the  conduct  of  the  master,  Mr.  Dillon,  in  reference  to  the  supplies,  and  the 
work  he  has  had  executed  for  the  workhouse  without  written  orders,  and  to 
the  great  extravagance  of  several  of  the  supplies  he  has  obtained  with  such 
orders,  as  shown  in  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  laid  before  the 
Guardians  at  their  last  meeting  on  the  10th  instant.  This  practice,  it  is  true 
had  long  obtained  previous  to  Mr.  Dillon’s  appointment,  and  was  the  fruit 
ji that  ntgllctT°,f  1t.he  Guardians  to  attend  to  matters  of  expenditure  in  this 
Union,  which  I believe  to  have  been  the  cause  of  much  of  its  present  embar- 
rassment. 1 

This  meeting  and  report  of  the  Committee  will,  I hope,  be  satisfactory 
evidence  that  my  efforts  to  bring  about  an  amended  state  of  things  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Unions  affairs,  and  in  particular  in  matters  of  expenditure 
have  not  been  without  good  effect  expenditure, 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Cooke,  Relieving  Officer  -.—February  15,  1848. 

1 J AM  the  Commissioners  to  inform  you  that  they  have 

received  a report  from  their  Inspector,  Captain  Spark,  in  which  lie  states  that 
you  were  accused  by  a deputation  of  ratepayers  of  having  placed  Sns  on 

mverf1withoutn>and  rt  T *he  recomm«idationS  of  individual  rate- 
payer, without  ever  visiting  their  houses,  or  examining  yourself  into  their 
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circumstances,  agreeably  to  your  instructions ; and  that  on  being  examined  by 
the  Board  you  acknowledged  the  accusation  to  be  true.  J 

In  reference  thereto,  I am  to  state,  that  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
and  considering  the  very  peculiar  situation  of  the  Union,  the  Commissioners 
deem  it  undesirable  that  you  should  continue  relieving  officer  of  the  Union  ■ 
and  the  Commissioners  request  you  to  forward  your  resignation  to  this  office.  * 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  : — February  15,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  for  the  information  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  Listowel  Union,  that  they  have  received  a report  from 
Captain  Spark,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  in  which  he  states  that  the 
relieving  officer  of  the  Kilmoily  district  admitted  that  the  charge  preferred 
against  him  of  having  improperly  placed  persons  on  the  relief  lists  was  true ; 
and  in  reference  thereto,  I am  to  state,  that  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  considering  the  very  peculiar  situation  of  the  Union,  the  Com- 
missioners deem  it  undesirable  that  he  should  continue  relieving  officer  of  the 
Union,  and  they  have  accordingly  called  upon  him  to  forward  his  resignation  to 
this  office. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners: — February  18,  1S48. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I yesterday  attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  On  the  letter 
being  read,  dated  the  15th  instant,  in  reply  to  the  Board’s  objections  to  the 
daily  distribution  of  cooked  or  steeped  food,  and  requiring  that  arrangements 
should  be  made  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Commissioners,  I again  very 
earnestly  enforced  these  views,  and  repeated  arguments  I had  before  used, 
grounded  on  my  own  experience  of  the  advantages  of  distributing  meal  in  a 
cooked  state. 

I have  the  satisfaction  to  report  that  thereupon  the  Board  passed  a resolution 
stating,  " That  with  a view  of  complying  with  the  request  of  the  Commis- 
“ Burners,  the  Board  will,  at  their  next  meeting,  cheerfully  entertain  and  act  on 
“ any  practical  proposition  for  the  adoption  of  cooked  food  that  may  be  sub- 
“ mitted  to  them  by  the  Commissioners  or  their  Inspector.” 

By  a practical  proposition,  the  Guardians  mean  one  that  will  not  be  liable  to 
great  abuse  in  the  working — a point  difficult  to  avoid,  nor  interfere  with  the 
labour  test. 

I had  carefully  read  over  and  considered  the  extract  from  the  Vice- 
Guardians  of  the  Ballina  Union  on  this  subject.  I stated  to  the  Board  that  I 
would  endeavour  to  lay  before  it  at  their  next  meeting  a plan  in  detail,  to 
which  I hoped  to  have  their  hearty  concurrence,  with  the  object  of  carrying 
out  the  Commissioners’  intentions  as  soon  as  possible;  and  if  the  Commis- 
sioners see  no  objection  I w'ill  endeavour  to  form  one  fomided  on  the  measure 
set  forth  by  the  Vice-Guardians  above  mentioned.  The  document  alluded  to  I 
find  is  marked  “ Confidential.” 

A revisor  and  valuator  of  the  Union,  and  an  assistant  matron,  were  ordered  to 
be  advertised  for.  The  first  at  a maximum  remuneration  of  100?.,  and  the 
latter  to  receive  15?.  per  annum  salary. 

I suggested  a further  change  in  the  dietary  with  the  sanction  of  the  medical 
officer,  who  stated  to  the  Board  that  it  would  be  equally  nutritious  to  substitute 
one  pint  of  gruel  for  breakfast  instead  of  half  a pint  of  milk,  my  object  being  a 
great  saving  of  expense  under  this  head.  Milk  for  the  infirmary  and  work- 
house  costs  the  Union  about  32?.  per  week. 

A petition  to  Parliament  praying  for  the  introduction  of  a measure  to  limit 
the  area  of  taxation  in  the  Union  was  introduced  without  notice  of  his  intention 
by  Mr.  Crosbie,  of  Ardfert  Abbey,  High  Sheriff,  which  being  read  wras  adopted 
unanimously ; and  the  clerk  received  directions  to  transmit  copies  of  the  same 
to  the  county  members,  and  to  Lord  Kenmare.  This  is  a matter  on  which  the 
Commissioners  have  given  their  decision,  and  I know  not  whether  it  be  within 
the  functions  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  petition  Parliament,  as  a body  con- 
stituted only  under  the  authority  of  and  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect 
the  Poor  Laws. 
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I beg  to  add  that  I have  this  week  gone  through  a great  portion  of  the  south 
and  western  parts  of  the  Union.  I was  not  satisfied  with  the  work  heretofore 
done  by  the  able-bodied  paupers  receiving  out-door  relief,  the  principal  employ- 
ment having  been  in  many  parts  only  the  repair  of  road  fences,  and  not  stone- 
breaking. The  want  of  hammers  and  other  implements  has  now  been  sup- 
plied, and  has  remedied  this,  and  the  latter  work  will  now  continue  to  be 
proceeded  with  where  practicable ; but  there  is  a great  want  ol  stone,  few 
quarries  available,  and  the  farmers  will  not  permit  stones  to  be  taken  off  their 
lands ; they  are  reserving  them  for  drainage.  I have  especially  examined  the 
Kilmoily  district ; the  paupers  were  employed,  but  principally  in  fencing  for 
lack  of  stone  at  present.  Here,  and  indeed  in  all  the  western  portions  of  the 
Union,  a great  degree  of  the  most  abject  wretchedness  appears  among  the 
numerous  cottiers,  and  no  sort  of  employment  is  yet  afforded  by  the  landlords 
and  farmers.  The  land  is  in  too  wet  a state  to  be  worked  for  cropping. 

I met  the  relieving  officer  of  this  district,  Cooke,  who  has  since  been  ordered 
by  the  Commissioners  to  resign  (against  whom  a complaint  was  preferred, 
which  he  acknowledged  to  be  just,  that  he  had  in  some  cases  placed  persons  on 
his  books  upon  the  recommendation  of  individual  rate-payers),  and  many  of 
this  class  stated  to  me  that  he  was  most  actively  and  satisfactorily  doing  his 
duty ; and  indeed  I found  him  so  doing. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  22,  1848. 

With  regard  to  your  statement  that  you  will  lay  before  the  Guardians 
a plan  in  detail  for  the  adoption  of  cooked  food,  founded  on  the  measure  set 
forth  by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Ballina  Union,  and  which  you  observe  is 
marked  “ Confidential,”  I am  to  state  that  you  may  make  any  use  which  you 
please  of  the  Ballina  letter,  and  the  Commissioners  will  leave  the  matter  in 
your  hands. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  24,  1848. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  this  day  I brought  forward  the  plan 
for  labour  connected  with  out-door  relief  to  be  given  in  cooked  food,  which  I 
stated  in  my  report  of  the  18th  instant  it  was  my  intention  to  lay  before  the 
Board. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  District  Inspector,  was  present  and  ably  aided  me  in  urging  the 
importance  of  the  matter,  and  the  advantages  that  would  accrue  to  the  Union 
by  its  adoption.  A Committee  of  five  members  was  appointed  to  join  with  me 
in  considering  the  details,  to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board.  I found 
it  useless  to  expect  the  adoption  of  the  plan  insta?iter,  seeing  the  impossibility  of 
completing  the  arrangements  within  the  period  of  time  (the  7th  March  next) 
to  which  date  the  present  order  for  out-door  relief  is  limited.  I readily 
acceded  to  the  appointment  of  a Committee. 

If  it  is  not  found  necessary  to  continue  the  order  because  of  the  spring  work 
that  may  offer,  which,  from  present  appearances  and  wet  weather,  I have  some 
doubt  about,  it  will  be  well  to  prepare  against  the  distress  of  the  population 
that  is  likely  to  follow  for  want  of  employment  throughout  the  summer 
months,  up  to  the  gathering  of  the  coming  harvest. 

The  following  resolution  was  made  at  my  suggestion  by  Mr.  Leonard,  and 
agreed  to : — 

“ That  having  heard  the  observations  of  Mr.  Lloyd  on  the  subject  of  cooked 
“ food,  and  Captain  Spark’s  arguments  in  favour  of  the  same,  together  with 
“ the  plan  which  he  has  this  day  submitted  for  carrying  out  the  Comrnis- 
“ sioners’  views,  it  is  resolved,  that  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  cooked  food 
“ generally  into  the  several  electoral  divisions  within  the  Union,  the  following 
“ Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  on  the  question,  the  Guardians 
‘f  being  fully  determined  to  carry  out  the  law  in  the  administration  of  out-door 
“ relief.” 

“Committee: — W.  Sandes,  Esq.,  Chairman;  W.  G.  Sands,  S.  G.  Collis, 
“ W.  ‘T.  Crosbie,  Esqrs. ; Captain  Home.” 

I also  called  the  Board’s  attention  to  the  necessity  of  a further  increase  of 
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workhouse  accommodation  to  meet  the  pressure  that  must  take  place  when 
out-door  relief  ceases ; and  I proposed  that  a large  mill  standing  vacant,  and 
capable  of  containing  about  600  paupers,  should  immediately  be  taken  for  the 
purpose.  This  mill  has  six  floors  besides  the  ground  floor ; and  has  for  dormi- 
tories six  rooms  each  of  about  54  feet  in  length  by  about  20  feet  wide,  and  six 
other  such  rooms  of  about  34  feet  in  length,  and  the  large  ground  floor  for 
day-rooms  and  dining-hall,  together  with  other  portions  of  the  building  suit- 
able for  kitchens  and  offices.  It  has  been  for  many  years  the  subject  of  a law- 
suit just  terminated.  A resolution  was  passed  to  carry  out  the  proposition,  and 
the  Workhouse  Extension  Committee  were  requested  to  act  in  this  matter 
without  delay. 

On  the  order  for  the  dismissal  of  the  medical  officer  being  read,  the  Board, 
at  the  suggestion  of  many  of  the  friends  of  Dr.  Rice,  resolved  to  solicit  the 
Commissioners  to  rescind  their  order,  and  permit  that  gentleman  to  send  in  his 
resignation  to  save  him  from  the  great  injury  his  public  dismissal  must  do  to 
his  professional  prospects ; and  I would  recommend  that  this  request  may  have 
the  favourable  attention  of  the  Commissioners  if  it  is  not  incompatible  with 
their  view  of  the  case. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lloyd  the  sum  of  50 1.  was  voted  to  be  expended  in 
the  purchase  of  spinning-wheels,  reels,  flax,  and  wool,  to  give  employment  to 
the  females  in  the  workhouse,  under  the  direction  of  a Visiting  Committee  this 
day  appointed. 

For  the  further  proceedings  I beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  minutes,  as  I am 
desirous  to  transmit  this  report  by  the  first  post  if  possible. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  26,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  reporting  on  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  Listowel  Union  on  the  23rd  instant. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  the  removal  of 
the  medical  officer  of  the  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that  on  a consideration  of 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  Commissioners  regret  to  state  that  they 
do  not  deem  it  consistent  with  their  public  duty  to  rescind  their  order  of  the 
22nd  instant,  removing  Dr.  Rice  from  the  situation  of  medical  officer  of 
Listowel  workhouse. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  2,  1848., 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  1st 
instant,  calling  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in 
this  Union  will  expire  on  the  7th  instant,  and  requesting  me  to  report  to  the 
Commissioners  as  to  the  necessity  for  renewing  the  order,  and  if  so,  for  what  period, 
and  whether  I consider  any  modification  of  the  order  necessary ; and  I am 
informed  that  the  Commissioners  think  that  if  any  renewal  be  necessary  it  might 
be  advisable  to  renew  the  order  until  the  18th  instant. 

I am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  advisable  the  order  should  be  renewed  until 
the  18th  instant,  as  the  long  continued  wet  weather  prevents  agricultural  labour 
being  offered  by  the  farmers,  and  at  that  period  we  may  hope  a change  will  have 
dried  the  land  and  have  made  it  more  fit  to  be  worked ; but  I would  at  once 
exclude  from  relief  all  single  able-bodied  men  above  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  all 
married  men  having  only  two  children. 

I would  not  extend  the  order  to  the  able-bodied  in  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Ardfert  and  Abbey  Dorney,  where  labour  for  all  is  laudibly  being  provided  by  the 
proprietors  and  farmers. 

With  the  exception  of  three  or  four  of  the  electoral  Guardians  the  members  of 
the  Board  do  not  appear  to  consider  that  any  renewal  of  the  order  for  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied  will  be  necessary  for  the  present. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  6,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  2nd  instant  reporting  as  to  the  expediency  of  renewing  the  out-door 
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relief  order  in  Listovvel  Union,  and  I am  to  inform  you  that  the  order  modified  at 
your  suggestion  by  the  exclusion  of  able-bodied  single  men  above  eighteen  years 
of  age,  and  married  men  having  only  two  children,  will  be  issued  by  to-morrow 
night's  post. 

The  Commissioners  cannot,  however,  limit  its  application  to  particular  electoral 
divisions;  but  if  the  Guardians  are  satisfied  that  there  are  no  able-bodied  men  in 
those  divisions  who  are  destitute,  it  is  quite  competent  to  them  to  abstain  from 
acting  on  the  order  so  far  as  those  divisions  are  concerned. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians: — March  7,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  a communication  from  their  Inspector, 
Captain  Spark,  relative  to  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
in  Listowel  Union,  which  will  expire  this  day. 

Captain  Spark  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  he  advisable  to  renew  the  order 
until  the  18th  instant;  but  he  recommeuds  that  it  should  not  include  single 
able-bodied  men  above  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  married  men  having  only  two 
children. 

The  Commissioners  have  accordingly  issued  an  order  authorizing  the  adminis- 
tration of  out-door  relief  to  destitute  poor  persons,  not  being  persons  of  the  classes 
described  in  the  first  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  not  being 
single  able-bodied  men  above  eighteen  years  of  age,  or  able-bodied  married  men 
having  only  two  children. 

From  the  large  number  of  persons  at  present  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  it 
appears  to  the  Commissioners  that  this  is  the  most  advisable  course  that  could  be 
adopted ; and  they  trust  that  by  now  striking  off  all  able-bodied  men  above  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  who  are  either  single  or  who  being  married  have  only  two 
children,  and  by  gradually  reducing  the  lists  between  this  period  and  the  18th 
instant,  and  at  the  seme  time  using  every  means  to  have  the  largest  possible 
amount  of  workhouse  accommodation  available  for  the  relief  of  the  able-bodied 
by  that  day,  the  administration  of  out  door  relief  under  the  second  section  of  the 
Irish  Relief  Extension  Act  may  totally  cease  on  the  18th  instant  without  any 
material  inconvenience. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  3,  1848. 

In  making  my  weekly  report  I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  Commissioners,  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  the  29th  ultimo, 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  and  report  upon  the  plan  I laid  before  the 
Board  of  Guardians _ on  the  24th,  to  establish  the ' distribution  of  cooked  food  to 
the  able-bodied  receiving  out-door  relief,  with  a more  effective  system  of  labour, 
only  three  members  assembled,  who,  after  about  an  hour  devoted  to  the  matter’ 
decided  not  to  report  upon  it  until  it  had  received  further  consideration  by  a full 
meeting  of  the  Committee,  which  is  to  take  place  on  Monday  next. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  a copy  of  the  labour  plan,  which  differs  from,  but 
is  modified  after,  that  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Ballina  Union.  The  most 
important  difference  is  in  the  supervision  by  head  overseers,  of  which  officers  I 
recommend  four  instead  of  one  to  go  the  round  of  all  the  21  electoral  divisions, 
ta^e  account  of  the  labour  done  by  every  working  party  in  each. 
With  this  I also  forward  the  most  economical  estimates  of  the  cost  attending  the 
distribution  of  baked  bread  made  from  Indian  corn  meal,  of  stirabout,  of  wetted  or 
steeped  meal,  and  of  raw  meal. 

I consider  baked  bread  would . be  preferable  to  stirabout  on  account  of  its  being 
so  readily  distributed,  and  the  small  staff  it  would  require  if  done  by  contract ; 
but  the  great  expense  of  baking  is  a serious  objection.  The  estimate  is  calculated 
at  . If  • °VV-fS^  ra^e  ^ can  ^one  f°r  h"ere  (3  5s.  per  ton,  or  Is.  9 d.  per  cwt.), 
which  is  the  price  I am  paying  to  bakers  for  the  schools  that  receive  relief 
from  the  funds  of  the  British  Association.  There  is  another  objection,  however, 
which  is  that  bread  could  be  as  easily  and  readily  sold  by  the  pauper  labourers 
as  raw  meal.  The  most  seriops  objections  to  the  issue  of  raw  meal  are,  that  it 
is  coveted  by  persons  not  destitute,  who,  if  it  were  cooked,  would  not  be  on  the 
relief  lists,  and  that  it  is  often  sold  by  those  who  are  really  destitute,  to  the  great 
injury  of  their  distressed  families  ; but  the  people  have  by  practice  now  learned 
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to  cook  it  well.  Bad  cooking,  of  the  Indian  meal  heretofore  induced  disease,  and  LisloweliUntan. 
on  that  account  its  distribution  in  an  uncooked  state  was  above  all  thing's  to  be  — 
avoided.  ° 

On  Wednesday  last  also  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Workhouse  Extension 
Committee,  at  which  I placed  before  the  members  of  it  estimates  of  the  cost  of 
fitting  up  and  making  ready  the  large  mill  I mentioned  in  my  report  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  which  I am  desirous  to  induce  the  Guardians  to  rent,  with  the  Commis- 
sioners’ approval,  in  order  to  extend  the  workhouse  test,  and  to  be  prepared  for 
the  pressure  that  must  occur  wheu  the  out-door  relief  ceases.  There  appear, 
however,  legal  difficulties  in  the  way  of  obtaining  at  present  this  desirable  building 
and  no  other  can  be  had  suitable  to  the  purpose. 

At  the  ordinary  meeting  of.  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday  the  former 
excellent  candidate,  Mr.  Daniel  Bainfield,  was  unanimously  voted  to  fill  the 
situation  of  James  Gallivan,  the  young  man  whose  appointment  as  assistant  master 
the  Commissioners  disapproved  of.  This  was  done  upon  the  understanding  tliat 
Mr.  Bamfield  fell  into  the  position  of  elected  candidate  in  consequence  of  the 
ineligibility  of  Mr.  Gallivan,  there  having  been  only  these  two  candidates  for  the 
office,  after  due  advertisement.  The  case  of  Mr.  Carter,  relieving  officer,  who 
thus  took  the  place  of  Mr.  Fleming,  whose  appointment  in  November  last  was  not 
approved  of  by  the  Commissioners,  is  precisely  similar.  It  was  done  under  the 
sanction  of  Mr.  Hancock. 

Mr.  John  Roche,  a gentleman  reputed  to  be  very  able  and  fit  for  the  office, 
and  bringing  high  testimonials  from  other  Boards,  was  elected  as  valuator  and 
revisor  at  a remuneration  of  100/.  Mr.  Roche,  however,  states  that  the  new 
valuation  and  revision  of  the  Union  will  not  be  finished  until  October  next. 

Now  from  the  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Union  and  the  liabilities,  the  return  of  which 
goes  to  the  Commissioners  by  this  post,  I consider  that  another,  rate  must  be 
struck  and  be  in  the  course  of  collection  before  that  period,  to  meet  the  exigencies 
of  the  distressed  population  ; and  I shall  bring  the  subject  before  the  Guardians 
at  their  next  meeting. 

Mrs.  Filzelle,  apparently  a proper  person,  and  well  recommended,  was  voted  to 
the  office  of  assistant  matron  at  a salary  of  151.  per  annum. 

Mr.  Cooke,  relieving  officer  of  the  Kilmoily  district,  having  given  in  his  resign 
nation  in  obedience  to  the  Commissioners’  directions,  and  the  Board  having  again 
before  it  the  deputation  of  ratepayers  from  that  electoral  division,  inquired  into 
the  complaints  made  by  them  against  the  manner  in  which  that  officer  had  done 
his  duty  ; and  the  deputation  certainly  failed  to  prove  that  they  had  grounds  for 
any  charge  against  him  beyond  that  which  he  before  admitted,  that  in  a few 
instances  he  had  placed  persons  on  his  list  on  the  statements  of  ratepayers  as  to 
their  destitution,  without  going  as  he  ought  to  have  done  to  their  residences 
himself.  The  Board  have  recommended  the  re-ins.tatement  of  this  officer. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners  in  their  circular  of  the  25th 
February,  to  print  and  post  the  names  of  all  recipients  of  relief,  with  the  townlands 
to  which  they  respectively  belong,  was  opposed  by  the  body  of  elected  Guardians, 
on  the  ostensible  ground  tbat  the  expense  would  more  than  counterbalance  the 
advantage  likely  to  result  from  the  publication,  and  no  arguments  founded  on  the 
obvious  benefit  of  the  measure,  urged  by  some  able  ex  officio  Guardians  and 
myself,  were  sufficient  to  prevail  I shall  again  insist  on  this  point  at  the  next 
meeting. 

I called  the  Guardians’ attention  to  the  fact  tbat  out-door  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied  would  cease  to  be  legal  after  the  7th  instant,  and  stated  my  impression 
that  in  consequence  of  the  wet  state  of  the  land  but  little  employment  could  as 
yet  be  given  by  the  farmers ; but  there  appeared  no  disposition,  except  on  the  part 
of  two  or  three  of  the  elected  Guardians,  to  request  a prolongation  of  the  order, 
lest  it  should  prevent  the  fanners  from  obtaining  that  assistance  in  their  labours, 
when  the  weather  may  change,  which  the  backwardness  of  the  season  for  sowing 
and  planting  must  occasion  them  to  require. 

The  people  generally  will  not  work  so  long  as  ’they  can  obtain  food  without  it ; 
this  opinion  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  300  names  of  able-bodied  paupers,  who 
had  been  offered  work  at  drainage  now  commencing  in  the  Ballylongford  electoral 
division  (a  most  pauperised  district),  were  brought  before  the  Board*  and  justly 
struck  off  from  relief,  for.  refusing  it.  However,  I am  of  the  opinion  I had  the 
honour  to  state  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  continue 
out-door  relief  to  such  of  the  able-bodied  as  can  obtain  no  employment  for  some 
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short  time  longer.  Single  men,  and  such  as  are  married  hut  have  no  more  than 
two  children,  might,  after  the  7th  instant,  find  employment,  and  it  would  be  well 
to  reduce  the  heavy  list  by  degrees  rather  than  stop  relief  in  food  from  so  many 
thousands  at  once,  amongst  whom  there  will  be  a great  mass  of  suffering  throughout 
the  year. 

Enclosures. 

Plan  for  out-door  Relief,  with  Labour  as  Task-work,  submitted  by  Captain 
Spark. 

Instructions  to  Relieving  Officers,  and  Form  A,  to  be  issued  by  him  to  tile  Overseer  in  charge 
of  working  party ; directing  him  to  set  the  applicant  to  work. 

Instructions  to  Relieving  Officers. 

The  relieving  officers  on  having  their  application  books  revised  by  the  Guardians,  and 
the  amount  of  provisions  sanctioned  for  each  impotent  pauper,  shall  issue  to  each  a week  s 
allowance  by  an  order  on  the  storekeeper;  but  when  an  able-bodied  pauper,  whose  claim  has 
been  admitted  by  the  Guardians,  makes  application,  he  is  to  be  furnished  with  an  order  to  the 
Overseer  in  charge  of  working  party  according  to  the  subjoined  Form  A. 

In  case  of  extreme  and  urgent  necessity  the  relieving  officer  may  issue  an  order  for 
temporary  relief  on  the  storekeeper,  marking  all  such  orders  cc  Special.  In  issuing  this  and 
all  other  orders  on  the  storekeeper,  care  is  to  be  taken  to  write  the  amount  in  full  as  well  as 
in  figures. 

On  the  next  Board-day  the  books  will  again  he  revised  and  the  expenditure  book  examined, 
and  anv  improvident  or  unauthorized  distribution  will  be  charged  to  the  relieving  officer , 


Form  A. 


ABLE-BODIED. 

Electoral  Division, 

Listowel  Union. 

Name 

No.  in  family 

No.  in  Application  Book 

No.  of  Working  Party 

Amount  of  daily  rations 

i 


G>&0 


ABLE-BODIED.: 

Electoral  Division,  Listowel  Union. 

day  of , 1848. 

To in  charge  of  No.’ Working  Party,  set 

the  hearer to  work,  and  on  the  completing  of  his 

task,  give  him  an  order  lbs.  of , the  same 

being  allowed  for  his  support  by  the  Guardians. 

No.  in  Application  Book 

Relieving  Officer. 


Instructions  to  Overseers  in  charge  of  Working  Parties,  with  Form  B,  to  tbe  issued  by 
them  upon  the  Storekeeper. 

The  overseer  will  be  directed  by  the  head  overseer  to  the  station  where  it  is  intended 
that  the  working  party  of  which  he  is  to  take  charge  shall  be  employed.  The  relieving  officer 
when  applied  to  by  any  of  the  able-bodied  whose  names  have  been  approved  by  the  Guardians, 
send  each  to  such  station  with  the  order.  Form  A.  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  the  overseer  is 
to  set  the  applicant  to  work,  and  on  the  completion  of  the  task  apportioned  to  him,  which 
should  be  such  as  to  require  eight  hours  of  his  time,  he  is  to  give  him  an  order  on  the  store- 
keeper of  the  electoral  division  in  which  the  work  has  been  performed,  for  the  amount  of  pro- 
vision to  which  he  is  entitled  by  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Guardians ; the  amount  to  be 
ascertained  by  reference  to  Form  A.  Each  order  delivered  to  the  overseer  should  be  filed,  and 
also  registered  in  a book  to  serve  as  a list  of  his  working  parties.  The  orders  are  to  be  laid 
before  the  Guardians  at  their  next  meeting,  as  an  authority  for  the  amount  of  food  ordered  by 
him ; and  in  any  case  where  it  appears  to  the  Guardians  that  the  overseer  had  issued  an  order 
for  an  amount  of  provisions  to  a pauper  whose  task  has  not  been  completed,  the  value  will  be 

Form  B. 

ABLE-BODIED. 

Electoral  Division,  Listowel  Union. 

day  of 1848. ! 

To  the  Storekeper  for  „ Electoral  Division.  Give 

hearer lbs. being quantity  allowed  him 

by  the  Guardians  for  having  performed  task  appor- 
tioned to  him  in 

...  ■ Overseer  in  charge. 


deducted  from  such  overseer  s salary. 


ABLE-BODIED. 
Electoral  Division, 


Listowet,  Union. 

Date day  of , 1848.  J 

Name 

No.  of  working  party 

No.  in  Application  Book 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


261 


Form  D,  or  Labour  Book,  to  be  kept  by  each  Overseer  in  charge  of  Working  Party. 

Listowel  Union.  Electoral  Division. 


No.  of  Working  Party 


, Names 
of 

Labourers. 

No.  in  Application 
Book.  | 

Is 

3 

w 

Nature  of  work  to  1 
be  performed. 

Amount  of  Food 
warranted,  if  task 
finished. 

Amount  for  which  Daily  Orders 
have  been  Issued. 

Number  of  Days  in 
which  task  has  been 
finished. 

Number  of  Wet 
D.,.. 

Remarks 
as  to  Conduct. 

i 

3 

Wednesday. 

Thursday. 

Friday. 

Saturday. 

Overseer  in  charge. 


Instructions  to  Head  Overseer. 

The  head  overseer  of  the  district  is  to  point  out  to  the  overseer  in  charge,  the  station 
at  which  the  working  parties  are  severally  to  be  employed ; he  is  also  to  point  out  the  nature 
of  the  work  to  be  done,  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  performed,  and  the  daily  task  to  be 
required  from  each  labourer  ; which  should  not  be  less  than  what  could  be  performed  by  eight 
hours’  fair  labour  from  the  individual,  according  to  his  age  and  strength.  He  is  to  visit 
each  station  once  a week  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  total  amount  of  work  done, 
and  its  value,  and  certify  the  same  to  the  Guardians  at  their  next  meeting ; he  is  also  to 
pay  particular  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  persons  employed,  and  to  report  any  irregu- 
larity. 

It  is  supposed  that  stone-breaking  by  task-work  will  be  the  best  mode  of  employing  the 
able-bodied  : a portion  in  quarrying,  some  in  breaking,  and  others  in  spreading.  It  jWill  be 
necessary  that  the  stones  broken,  and  those  quarried  but  not  broken,  should  not  be  removed 
that  week,  in  order  that  the  head  overseer  may  ascertain,  by  actual  measurement,  the  precise 
amount  of  work  done  during  the  week.  One-third  of  the  number  employed  in  breaking  stones 
will  be  the  number  employed  in  quarrying ; the  stones  quarried,  but  not  broken,  must  be 
measured  and  taken  into  account — and  thus  may  be  ascertained  the  numbers  employed  in 
breaking  and  quarrying  respectively. 

The  head  overseer  will,  in  this  way,  be  a check  on  the  overseer’s  issue  of  orders  on  the 
storekeeper. 


Form  D. — Certificate  of  Head  Overseer. 


LISTOWEL  UNION. 

Electoral  Division. 

Date day  of , 1848. 

Amount  of  money  value  

Amount  of  labour  expended 


LISTOWEL  UNION. 

Electoral  Division* 

day , 1848. 

I certify  that  I have  measured  the  amount  of  work  done  by 

No. working  party  for  the  week  ending  — day 

of , 1848,  and  that  the  correct  value  is  returned' 

below. 

No.  of  working  party  

Amount  of  money,  value  of  work  done  

Amount  of  labour  expended  during  the  week’ 

* ' Head  Overseer. 


Instructions  to  Storekeepers. 

Each  storekeeper  will  be  supplied  with  a certain  amount  of  provisions,  to  be  placed 
in  the  depfit  under  his  charge.  The  relieving  officer  will  issue  orders  upon  him  for  the 
amount  of  food  to  be  issued  to  each  impotent  person  for  a week’s  allowance ; such  orders 
are  to  be  filed  and  produced  as  vouchers  for  the  amount  issued  on  the  orders  of  the 
relieving  officers,  to  account  for  the  items  returned  in  the  Expenditure  Book  to  be  kept 
by  him.  . 

The  storekeepers  are  to  receive  and  file  separately  all  orders  from  the  overseers  lor  pro- 
visions to  be  issued  to  able-bodied,  and  to  produce  them  as  vouchers  for  the  amount  entered  m 
the  Expenditure  Book.  . . . 

The  Expenditure  Book  and  orders  from  the  relieving  officers  for  the  supply  of  the  impot 
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to  be  kept  separately  from  the  Expenditure  Book  and  orders  from  the  overseers  for  the  supply 
of  the  able-bodied. 

At  the  end  of  the  week  both  books  and  sets  of  vouchers  will  be  produced  and  balanced  by 
the  clerk  of  the  Union,  and  submitted  to  the  Guardians  ; and  any  deficiency  appearing  in 
either,  or  any  amount  distributed,  and  not  substantiated  by  vouchers,  will  be  deducted  from 
their  salary. 

If  any  orders  for  food  are  issued  by  the  relieving  officers  marked  “ Special,”  such  are  to  be 
separately  arranged  and  entered. 

Estimates  of  the  Expense  attending  the  distribution  of  Relief  to  the  able-bodied,  as 
| Baked  Bread*  Stirabout,  and  Wetted  Meal. 

Baked  Bread. 

The  number  of  rations,  taking  children  under  nine  at  half  rations,  is  14,000  £.  s.  d. 

daily,  amounting  to  forty-three  tons  per  week,  at  35 s.  per  ton  to  the  Con- 
tractor, for  carriage,  baking,  and  distributing  . . . . . 15  5 0 

Four  head  overseers,  at  lZ.  each  per 'week  . . . . . . 4 0 0 

Twenty-eight  sub-overseers,  at  9s.  each  per  week  . . . . . 12  12  0 


Entire  weekly  expense  at  maximum  cost 

91  11  0 

Stirabout  System. 

Immediate 

Expenses. 

Weekly 

Expenses. 

Cost  of  thirty-two  boilers,  at  5 Z.  each  ...... 

Expense  of  setting  up  the  boilers,  5 Z.  each  . 

Cost  of  tubs  and  measures  for  each  depOt,  1Z.  each  .... 
Rent  of  twenty-one  depots,  at  3s.  each  per  week  .... 
Salary  of  twenty-one  storekeepers,  or  distributors,  at  10s.  each  per  week 
Forty-two  women  to  cook,  attend  the  fire,  and  draw  water,  at  4s.  each 
Carriage  of  forty-three  tons,  at  5s.  per  ton  . . . 

Fuel,  one  load  of  turf  to  each  depdt  per  day,  192  per  week,  at  Is.  each 
Four  head  overseers,  at  1Z.  each  per  week  ..... 
Twenty-eight  sub-overseers,  at  9s.  each  per  week  .... 

£.  s.  d. 
160  0 0 
160  0 0 
32  0 0 

£.  s.  d. 

3"  3*  0 
10  10  O’ 
8 8 0 ' 
10  15  0 
9 12  0 
4 0 0 
12  12'  0 

Total 

352  0 0 

59-  0 0 

Raw  Meal. 

Expense  of  stores  . ..... 

Twenty-eight  overseers,  at  9s.  per  week  each  . 
Carriage  of  meal,  at  5s.  per  ton . . . 

£.  Si  • d. 
1 15.  0. 
12  12  0 
10  15  0 

Total  weekly_  expense 

25  2 0 

Wetted  Meal. 

Immediate 

Expenses. 

Weekly 

Expenses. 

Twenty-one  depdts,  at  3s.  each  per  week  ..... 

Twenty-one  storekeepers,  or  distributors,  at  10s.  each  per  week 
Two  assistants  to  wet  the  meal,  draw  water,  &c.,  at  4s..  each  . 

Carriage  of  forty-three  tons,  at  5s.  per  ton  . . . 

Cost  of  tubs  and  measures  for  each  depdt,  1Z.  each  . . ! j 

Four  head  overseers,  at  1Z.  each  per  week  . . . . ’ 

Twenty-eight  sub-overseers,  at  9s.  each  per  week  * 

£.  s.  d. 
32*  O'’  0 

£.  s.  d. 

3 3 0 
10  10  0 

8 8 0 
. 10  15  0 

4 0 0 
12  12  0 

Total  ..... 

32  0 0 

49  8 0 

Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  7,  1848; 

The  Commissioners  await  your  further  report  after  the  meeting  on 
Thursday  next  when  they  presume  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  adoption 
of  the  cooked  food  system  will  be  read.  The  Commissioners  also  wait  the  result 
of  your  proposed  communication  with  the  Guardians  as  to  the  necessity  for 
making  a new  rate  before  the  period  at  which  it  is  expected  that  the  revision  of 
the  valuation  can  be  completed. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  the  resolution  of  the  Guardians  requesting 
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that  Mr.  Cooke  may  be  allowed  to  continue  in  the  office  of  relieving  officer. 
The  Commissioners  have  stated  to  the  Guardians  that  they  will  give  the  subject 
consideration,  and  they  request  to  he  furnished  with  your  observations  on  the 
subject,  so  that  they  may  communicate  their  decision  to  the  Guardians  at  their 
meeting  next  week. 

The  Commissioners  have  resolved  to  renew  the  out-door  relief  order,  which 
expires  this  day,  to  the  18th  instant ; the  order  will  however  be  modified  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestion  contained  in  your  report  of  the  2nd  instant,  and 
they  will  address  the  Board  of  Guardians  by  this  night’s  post  on  the  subject. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners: — March  II,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Com- 
missioners, that  on  Monday,  and  again  yesterday,  before  the  hour  of  meeting  of 
the  Board,  the  Committee  assembled  to  consider  further  the  plan  and  estimates  I 
had  laid  before  the  Guardians  for  the  distribution  of  cooked  food,  conjointly  with 
an  improved  system  of  labour.  The  report,  a very  good  one,  was  agreed  to,  which 
the  Board  yesterday  adopted ; and  a copy  will  be  transmitted  with  the  minutes, 
to  which  I beg  leave  to  call  the  Commissioners’  attention.  The  Committee,  after 
much  consideration,  and  with  a sincere  desire  to  adopt  what  would  be  practically 
the  most  advisable  under  the  straitened  financial  circumstances  of  the  Union, 
came  to  a determination  to  recommend  that  steeped  meal  should  henceforward 
be  distributed  to  the  able-bodied  receiving  out-door  relief ; and  that  the  im- 
proved labour  system  should  be  carried  out  fully,  agreeably  to  the  plan  in  all  its 
parts.  r 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  yesterday,  the  Commissioners’  order  for  renewal 
of  out-door  relief  up  to  the  18th  instant,  was  agreed  to  be  carried  out ; and  funds 
and  orders  for  meal  were  given  to  the  several  relieving  officers  accordingly.  There 
was  much  desultory  debating  upon  the  matter,  and  a disinclination  to  renew  the 
order,  even  for  a week,  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  Guardians ; but  a great  majoz-ity 
of  them  were  convinced  of  its  necessity  upon  the  grounds  urged  by  me,  that  distress 
still  existed  in  the  Union  generally  to  nearly  as  great  an  extent  as  heretofore,  in 
consequence  of  lack  of  employment  for  the  people,  as  well  as  on  account  of  the 
backwardness  of  the  season  for  all  agricultural  labour,  as  the  unfortunate  failure 
of  the  landed  proprietors  to  obtain  grants  of  money  in  aid  of  projected  improve- 
ments ; and  unless  a favourable  change  of  weather  should  take  place,  I am  of 
opinion  that  out-door  relief  must  be  continued  still  longer  than  the  18th  instant  to 
the  class  to  which  it  is  now  restricted. 

I brought  before  the  Board  a statement  of  their  finances,  and  showed  them 
that  after  payment  of  all  their  debts  they  had  only  a balance  of  about  1860Z.  to 
look  to,  which  could  under  no  circumstances,  with  the  most  rigid  economy,  serve 
to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  Union  more  than  for  oner  month:  from  this  time.  I 
deprecated  the  apparent  apathy  of  the  Board  upon  this  subject ; and  that  the 
Guardians  had  not  acted  earlier  upon  the  matter,  after  the  report  made  by 
the  Einance  Committee  on  the  9th  ultimo,  which  I had  before  urged  upon  their 
attention. 

But  there  is  a great  desire  to  avoid  striking  a r>u-ther  rate  previous  to  a revision 
of  the  Union,  which,  however,  must  not  be  wailed  for  under  present  exigencies; 
and  there  is  a feeling  that  any  collection  of  a rate  during  the  summer  months  must 
fail  generally,  as  the  rate-payers  are  in  too  reduced  a state  to  answer  the  demand, 
having,  in  fact,  (except  of  course  some  of  the  most  wealthy),  no  means  wherewith 
to  pay.  The  Finance  Committee  were  directed  to  meet,  to  inquire  further  into 
the  financial  state  of  the  Union,  and  into  its  accounts  up  to  the  25th  instant ; and 
to  report  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  on  or  before  the  23rd  instant,  the  amount 
of  rate  to  be  struck  on  the  several  electoral  divisions. 

A medical  officer,  Dr.  Thorpe,  of  great  respectability,  was  elected  at  a salary  of 
70Z.  per  annum ; and  a dispenser  or  apothecary  was  orderedto  be  advertised  for,  at 
a salary  of  25 1.  per  annum. 

A motion  to  have  lists  printed  and  posted  of  all  persons  receiving  relief  in  the 
several  townlands,  was  carried  unanimously  at  this  meeting,  notwithstanding  a 
motion  to  this  effect  was  rejected  before  on  the  2nd  instant. 

The  master  of  the  workhouse  having  reason  to  suspect  that  articles,  the  property 
of  the  Union,  were  secreted  in  a house  belonging  to  the  porter,  but  not  occupied 
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by  him,  proceeded  to  search  for  the  same,  and  found  therein  two  pair  of  blankets, 
some  bed-ticks,  and  other  articles.  He  reported  the  same  to  me,  and  yesterday  I 
brought  the  circumstance  before  the  Board.  On  inquiry,  it  appeared  to  the  Board 
that  the  porter  was  not  a party  to  the  theft,  but  that  his  wife  was  culpable.  The 
Board  insisted,  however,  on  the  porter’s  resignation  of  his  office,  as  they  felt  he 
could  not  be  entirely  free  from  blame.  He  stated,  that  he  had  sent  the  blankets 
to  cover  his  wife  when  ill  in  that  house. 

I beg  to  remark  on  this  transaction,  that  it  appears  to  me  a bad  practice  to  allow 
the  porter  to  have  his  wife  resident  in  the  house,  as  this  woman  has  been  of  late ; 
and  I would  suggest  that  no  future  porter  should  do  so. 

I beg  to  report  that  this  morning  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, at  which  preliminary  steps  were  taken  to  fulfil  the'  Board’s  instructions  of 
yesterday  relative  to  making  a new  rate  ; and  that  another  meeting  will  take  place 
on  the  1 5th  instant  for  that  object. 

The  replevin  case  of  a horse  seized  for  poor-rate  between  J.  Brown  and  the 
collector,  Mr.  Sandes,  which  has  been  removed  from  the  sheriff’s  to  the  superior 
Courts  in  Dublin,  was  proposed  to  be  abandoned  on  the  plea  of  the  poverty  of  the 
party,  and  the  motion  was  carried  at  a late  hour,  when  a large  number  of  the 
Guardians  had  left  the  meeting,  on  Thursday  last.  It  was  resisted  upon  the 
ground  that  it  would  be  an  injurious  precedent,  unless  the  amount  of  rate  due  and 
costs  were  first  paid,  or  the  horse  given  up.  I entirely  agree  in  this  view ; and  I 
trust  the  Commissioners  will  not  sanction  an  abandonment  of  the  action,  except 
on  these  conditions. 

Enclosure. 


State  of  the  Finances  of  the  Listoioel  Union. 

Balance  in  treasurer’s  hands  on  1st  of  March  . 

Deduct  paid  last  Board-day,  2nd  of  March  . 


Add,  money  value  of  provisions  in  hands 
Amount  of  uncollected  rates  on  1st  of  March 
(Portion  uncollectable  £800  0 0 

\ Collector’s  fees  . 193  0 0 


Deduct  < 


£4674  11  6 
993  0 0 


Total  funds  of  the  Union  on  the  1st  of  March 
Deduct  Guardians’  debts  on  the  1st  of  March 

Remaining  to  the  credit  of  the  Union,  1st  of  March 

Probable  expenditure  of  out-door  relief  from  the  7th  of  March  to 
the  18th  of  March  ....... 

Expenditure  under  1st  section  to  the  11th  of  April 
In-door  relief  to  the  lltli  of  April  . . . 

Officers’  salaries  ........ 

Contingencies  ........ 

Total  expenditure  to  the  11th  of  April 


£.  s.  d. 
1979  18  4 
841  14  11 


1138 

3 

5 

170 

0 

0 

3681 

14 

5 

4989 

14 

5 

3129 

0 

0 

1860 

14 

5 

500 

0 

0 

700 

0 

0 

560 

0 

0 

75 

7 

4 

25 

7 

0 

1860 

14 

5 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Plan  of  administering  Out-door  Relief  to 
the  Able-bodied  Paupers , suggested  by  Captain  Spark. 

Before  adverting  to  Captain  Spark’s  plan,  it  is  necessary  to  notice  the  system,  if  system 
it  can  be  called,  at  present  in  operation. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  by  their  sealed  order  authorizing  out-door  relief,  require 
that  each  pauper  should  give  eight  hours’  work  every  day  for  the  food  which  may  be  granted 
to  him  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  the  support  of  himself  and  family.  The  whole  of  the 
able-bodied  paupers  of  each  electoral  division  getting  out-docfr  relief  are  placed  by  the  Board 
of  Guardians  under  the  control  of  the  Guardian  or  Guardians  of  the  electoral  division,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  set  them  to  work,  and  they  have  the  services  of  one  or  more  stewards,  paid  by  the 
Board  to  assist  them  in  this  duty. 

The  Board  on  placing  an  able-bodied  pauper  on  the  out-door  relief  register  allows  him  a 
certain  quantity  of  food  weekly,  depending  upon  the  number  and  ages  of  the  members  of  his 
family ; and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  relieving  officer  to  give  him  this  quantity  weekly.  In  most  of 
the  electoral  divisions  he  does  this  without  a reference  to  the  amount  of  labour  given  by  the 
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pauper,  and  without  knowing  whether  he  has  given  any  at  all  or  not.  This  mode  of  relief, 
which  affords  no  test  whatever  of  destitution,  is  open  to  the  greatest  abuse ; and  the  Committee 
cannot  too  strongly  recommend  the  Board  to  adopt  another  of  a more  stringent  nature.  The 
only  thing  to  recommend  it  is  its  economy  as  regards  the  pay  of  the  officers  required  to 
administer  it;  but  this  economy  is  more  apparent  than  real. 

Its  weekly  cost  for  the  whole  Union  is — 


Twenty-eight  overseers  or  stewards,  at  9s.  ....  12  12  0 

Carriage  of  meal 10150 

Total  ....  £23  7 0 


Captain  Spark  includes  as  part  of  the  weekly  expense  of  this  system  II.  15s.,  which  arises 
from  the  Board  having  a general  store  and  storekeeper  at  Tarbert,  where  the  relieving  officers 
are  supplied  with  meal ; but  this  does  not  appear  to  the  Committee  to  be  any  part  of  the  cost 
of  the  system,  for  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  up  the  store  at  Tarbert.  so  long  as  the  Board  shall 
obtain  meal  from  Limerick,  and  it  might  be  got  rid  of  altogether  if  the  Board  were  to  enter 
into  a contract  for  ihe  supply  of  meal  with,  any  person  within  the  limits  of  the  Union. 

Captain  Spark’s  plan  of  administering  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  consists  of  two 
parts : — 1st.  As  regards  labour.  2nd.  As  regards  food. 

The  adoption  of  it  would  render  it  necessary  to  take  out  of  the  hands  of  individual  Guardians 
the  whole  of  the  control  which  the  elected  Guardians  have  at  present  over  the  labour  depart- 
ment, and  this  the  Committee  consider  to  be  an  advantage. 

He  suggests  that  the  Board  should  keep  the  same  number  of  electoral  division  overseers  or 
stewards  as  at  present,  and  instead  of  the  control  of  the  Guardian  of  the  electoral  division,  that 
the  Board  should  divide  the  Union  into  four  districts,  and  appoint  a head  overseer  to  each, 
whose  duty  it  should  be  to  see  that  the  electoral  division  overseers  acted  strictly  up  to  the  orders 
of  the  Board,  and  discharged  their  duties  faithfully — the  head  or  district  overseer  to  report  all 
irregularities  and  neglects  of  duty  to  the  Board.  The  duty  of  the  electoral  division  or  under 
overseer  he  suggests  should  he  to  set  all  the  able-bodied  paupers  admitted  to  relief  to  work, 
appoint  them  a task  under  the  control  of  the  head  overseer,  superintend  the  paupers  in  the 
execution  of  their  allotted  tasks,  and  give  them  tickets  according  to  a particular  form  which  he 
has  given  authorizing  the  issue  of  the  whole  or  a part  of  the  food  allowed  to  each  pauper  by  the 
Board,  taking  care  that  the  quantity  of  the  food  so  authorized  to  be  issued  should  be  in  exact 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  allotted  task  which  the  pauper  may  have  executed. 

The  head  overseer  is  to  take  care  that  the  under  overseer  does  not  give  tickets  for  more  food 
than  the  total  quantity  of  work  executed  would  justify ; and  in  the  event  of  his  doing  so.  Captain 
Spark  suggests  that  the  excess,  as  stated  by  the  head  overseer  to  the  Board,  should  be  charged 
against  the  under  overseer’s  salary. 

There  is  an  appearance  of  hardship  as  regards  the  paupers  in  this  system  of  relief.  It  has 
been  alleged  that  in  the  event  of  an  able-bodied  pauper  not  executing  the  whole  of  the  task 
given  to  him,  he  would  be  deprived  of  a portion  of  the  food  intended  for  his  family  as  well  as 
for  himself,  and  that  the  family  would  thereby  be  punished  or  starved  because  the  head  of  it 
was  idle.  This  hardship  appears  to  the  Committee  to  be  far  more  apparent  than  true. 

The  system  puts  it  within  the  power  of  the  pauper  to  get  a certain  quantity  of  food  for  himself 
and  family,  and  it  justly  throws  upon  him  the  responsibility  of  the  evil  consequences  which  may 
result  from  his  getting  only  a part  instead  of  the  whole  of  that  quantity. 

The  weekly  cost  of  administering  the  labour  part  of  Captain  Spark’s  plan  is  as  follows : — 


£.  s.  d. 

Four  head  overseers,  at  20s 4 0 0 

Twenty-eight  under  overseers,  at  9s.  . . 12  12  0 


Total  . . . . £16  12  0 


This  only  exceeds  by  47.  the  week  the  cost  of  the  present  system,  and  the  Committee  are  of 
opinion  that  even  if  the  same  number  of  persons  as  are  relieved  now,  applied  for  relief  subject 
to  the  labour  test  which  Captain  Spark’s  system  affords,  the  additional  expense  of  47.  a-week 
would  soon  be  covered  by  the  value  of  the  additional  quantity  of  work  which  would  be  executed. 
But  this  appears  to  be  the  least  of  the  advantages  of  this  system.  The  Committee  consider 
that  if  fairly  and  strictly  carried  out,  it  would  limit  the  applications  for  relief  from  the  able- 
bodied  poor  to  those  who  were  really  destitute  and  could  not.  obtain  employment  in  any  other 
way,  and  would  to  a certain  extent  keep  alive  in  the  minds  of  the  poor  a spirit' of  self-reliance. 
The  Committee  strongly  recommend  the  Board  to  adopt  this  part  of  Captain  Spark’s  plan, 
provided  they  will  do  so  with  the  determination  of  carrying  it  strictly  into  effect. 

With  regard  to  the  second  part  of  Captain  Spark’s  plan,  which  relates  to  the  kind  of  food  to 
be  issued  to  the  paupers  on  the  tickets  which  they  may  obtain  from  the  sub-overseers,  the  Com- 
mittee beg  to  observe  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  directed  that  meal  in  a raw  or 
unsteeped  state  shall  not  be  issued  to  the  able-bodied  paupers,  and  accordingly  Captain  Spark 
has  considered  three  modes  of  supplying  cooked  food  or  steeped  meal. 

The  first  is  baked  bread,  his  estimate  of  the  weekly  cost  of  which  is  757.  5s.  for  the  carriage, 
baking,  and  distribution  in  t.he  shape  of  bread,  43  tons  of  Indian  corn,  or  other  meal.  This  is 
the  greatesl  weekly  cost  of  the  three  modes,  but  it  has  the  advantage  of  requiring  no  prepara- 
tory or  immediate  outlay. 
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The  second  the  stirabout  mode.  The  preparatory  and  immediate  outlay  for  this  mode  would 
require  352Z.,  as  detailed  in  Captain  Spark’s  estimate,  and  the  weekly  outlay  would  be  as 


Rent  of  21  depdts,  at  3 3 0 

Salary  of  21  storekeepers  or  distributors,  at  10j.  . 10  10  0 

Forty-two  women  to  cook,  attend  the  fires,  and  draw 

water,  at  4s.  . 8 8 0 

One  load  of  turf  for  each  dep&t  per  diem,  being  192 

loads,  at  1j 9 12  0 

Carriage  of  43  tons  of  meal,  at  5s 10  15  0 


Total  weekly  ....  £42  8 0 

The  third  mode  is  by  wetted  or  steeped  meal,  the  weekly  cost  of  which  is : — 

£ s.  d. 

Rent  of  21  depots,  at  3s 3 3 0 

Salaries  of  21  storekeepers  or  distributors  . . . 10  10  0 

Forty-two  assistants  to  wet  meal  and  draw  water, 

at  4s., 880 

Carriage  of  43  tons  of  meal,  at  5s 10  15  0 


Total  weekly  ....  £32  16  0 


The  wetted  meal  system  would  require  a preparatory  outlay  of  32Z.  for  tubs  and  measures. 

It  is  said  that  as  the  people  now  understand  the  proper  mode  of  cooking  Indian  corn  meal, 
one  of  the  reasons  for  issuing  cooked  food  no  longer  exists,  and  that  the  principal  things  to  be 
guarded  against  as  regards  food  is  the  desire  of  persons  who  are  not  really  objects  of  relief  to 
get  for  nothing  a saleable  article  in  order  that  they  may  dispose  of  it,  as  also  the  inclination  of 
a few  reckless  or  selfish  heads  of  families  who  are  really  destitute  to  sell  their  children’s  food 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  spirits,  tobacco,  or  any  other  articles  of  luxury  for  themselves. 

The  Committee  concur  in  this  opinion,  admitting  at  the  same  time  that  the  issue  of  cooked 
food  or  steeped  meal  may  very  properly  be  applied  in  aid  of  a strict  labour  test  to  discourage 
improper  applications  for  relief. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  baked  bread  is  a very  saleable  article,  and  as  the  weekly 
cost  of  issuing  it  is  very  great,  they  cannot  recommend  it. 

The  Committee  would  have  preferred  stirabout  to  steeped  meal,  had  the  preparatory  cost  of 
issuing  it  not  been  excessive,  and  the  weekly  cost  greater  than  that  of  steeped  meal.  Stooped 
meal,  then,  is  the  only  kind  of  food  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners  which  the  Committee 
can  recommend  the  Board  to  adopt ; and  before  directing  it  to  be  issued  they  would  recommend 
the  Board  to  give  such  precise  and  clear  instructions  about  the  mode  of  steeping  the  meal  as 
the  distributors  could  easily  understand  and  would  not  be  disposed  to  evade,  for  the  Committee 
feel  convinced  that  if  the  Board  give  the  electoral  division  distributors  meal  to  issue  to  the  able- 
bodied  on  the  tickets  of  the  under  overseers,  only  telling  them  to  issue  it  steeped,  there  will  be 
as  many  modes  of  steeping  it  as  there  are  electoral  divisions,  and  the  tendency  of  all  those 
modes  will  be  to  evade  the  spirit  and  to  defeat  the  proper  object  of  the  order  for  steeping  it. 

The  cost  of  the  labour  part  of  Captain  Spark’s  plan  is  the  same,  whatever  kind  of  food  may 
be  issued,  and  the  weekly  cost  of  issuing  steeped  food  conjointly  with  his  labour  test  is : 


3j-  s.  a. 

Cost  of  issuing  steeped  food  . . . . 32  16  0 

Labour.  16  12  0 

Total  . . . . £49  8 0 


If  it  were  considered  that  the  labour  test  was  of  itself  sufficiently  stringent  to  prevent 
improper  applications  for  relief,  unsteeped  meal  might  be  issued,  the  cost  of  which  conjointly 
witli  that  test  would  be  81.  8s.  less  than  the  foregoing  sum,  and  the  preparatory  cost  of  32Z. 
would  be  got  rid  of  altogether.  J 

(Signed)  J.  M.  Home,  Chairman. 

Maurice  Leonard. 

March,  1848.  William  Gough  Sandes. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — March  20,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  the  minutes  of  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Listowel  Union  on  the  9th  March,  con- 
taining the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  Captain  Spark’s 
plan  for  distributing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  Listowel  Union. 

The  Commissioners  have  attentively  considered  this  report,  which  is  marked 
by  great  intelligence.  The  greater  part  of  the  report  is  so  entirely  in  accordance 
wiih  the  Commissioners  views,  that  it  does  not  appear  to  call  for  any  remark  on 
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the  part  of  the  Commissioners.  In  reference,  however,  to  that  part  of  it  which  Listowel  Union, 
involves  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  steeping  or  cooking  the  food  which  is 
given  as  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that 
they  do  not  wish  to  exaggerate  the  advantages  of  cooked  food,  but  that  the  expe- 
rience of  the  Relief  Committees  of  last  year  was  so  decidedly  in  its  favour,  that  the 
Commissioners  have  introduced  it  as  a part  of  their  general  system  in  the  arrange- 
ments for  out-door  relief;  and  this  being  the  case,  the  Commissioners  trust  that 
the  Listowel  Board  of  Guardians  will  give  it  a fair  trial,  and  will  carry  the  system 
Out  even  although  it  may  not  be  altogether  the  system  which  they  themselves 
would  prefer. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners: — March,  16,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  that  at  the  meeting  ol  the  Guardians  this 
day,  I again  called  their  attention  to  the  state  of  their  funds  and  the  necessity  for 
exertion  being  made  by  the  clerk  to  get  new  rate  books  ready,  that  no  delay 
should  occur  in  striking  another  rate  to  meet  the  wants  ol  the  Union;  in. doing 
this  I took  occasion  to  point  out  to  the  Board  the  general  distress  and  destitution 
that  must  prevail  amongst  the  large  body  of  the  poor  recipients  of  out-door  relief 
for  want  of  employment,  when  that  relief  would  cease  at  the  end  of  the  week,  and 
I urged  upon  the  Guardians  the  necessity  that  every  effort  should  be  made  by  the 
proprietors  and  farmers  to  give  all  the  employment  in  their  power. 

It  appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  many  members  of  the  Board  that  there  is 
no  hope  of  any  sufficient  employment  for  the  people  except  in  a few  localities,  that 
the  farmers  would  do  nearly  all  their  own  work  within  their  families,  being  too 
poor  to  pay  labourers ; that  the  landed  proprietors  having  failed  to  obtain  from 
the  Board  of  Works  the  advances  they  had  looked  for  under  the  Land  Improve- 
ment Bill,  the  out-door  relief  would,  iu  consequence,  have  to  be  continued  through- 
out the  spring  and  summer,  and  up  to  the  gathering  of  the  next  harvest;  and  I 
am  sorry  to  have  to  concur  in  this  opinion,  which  I am  obliged  to  do  after  much 
attentive  observation  and  inquiry  through  every  district  of  the  Union. 

For  the  present,  however,  it  was  urged  that  the  Commissioners  should  be  im- 
mediately requested  by  me  to  be  pleased  to  grant  an  order  lor  the  continuance  of 
out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  of  the  classes  now  receiving  it,  for  another  week 
from  the  18th  instant,  as  the  unfortunate  continuance  of  extreme  wet  weather  up 
to  this  day,  which  had  flooded  all  the  lands,  would  totally  prevent  agricultural 
labour  of  any  kind  being  commenced  for  that  period  at  least. 

A resolution  to  this  effect  was  thereupon  unanimously  passed,  and  I beg  leave 
earnestly  to  recommend  that  the  request  be  complied  with,,  and  that  an  order  be 
granted  and  sent  down  to  that  effect  by  return  of  post  if  possible. 

At  this  meeting  the  motion  being  brought  forward  to  rescind  the  contract  with 
Messrs.  Russell  for  having  supplied  some  Indian  meal  of  bad  quality,  and  short 
of  weight,  those  gentlemen  attended  with  their  solicitor,  and  on  examination  by 
the  Board  and  myself  of  the  storekeeper  and  the  relieving  officers,  the  charge 
against  that  firm  was  not  sustained,  and  a resolution  to  that  effect  was  agreed 

^ Mr.  Matthew  Grace,  a practical  agriculturist,  was  introduced  to  the  Board, 
having  been  sent  down  by  the  Royal  Agricultural  Association  to  afford  advice 
and  instruction  to  the  farming  classes  in  this  and  the  Tralee  Union,  and  that 
gentleman’s  services  were  accepted  with  thanks.  The  relieving  officers  were 
directed  to  introduce  Mr.  Grace  to  the  farmers  in  their  several  districts,  and  to 
give  him  every  assistance  in  their  power  to  enable  him  to  convey  useful  instruc- 
tion to  the  peasantry.  \ 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  18,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  recommendation  for  the  extension  of  the  out-door 
relief  order  for  another  week,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  inform  you 
that  they  have  directed  the  order,  which  expires  to-day,  to  be  renewed  for  another 
week  as  you  request.  ' „ 

The  Commissioners  will  be  glad  to  receive  from  you  a report  stating  iuiiy  your 
views  as  to  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  Union,  especially  with  reference  to  the 
supposed  necessity  for  administering  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  until  next 

harvest.  2M2 
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Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  18,  1848. 

I beg  to  report  that  the  relieving  officer  of  the  Kiltomy  district  in  this 
Union,  reported  to  me  this  day  that  his  store  at  Lixnari  had  been  broken  into 
during  last  night,  and  robbed  of  10  sacks  of  Indian  meal, — this  being  the  second 
robbery  of  the  kind  within  a fortnight ; and  feeling  the  necessity  for  immediate 
vigorous  steps  being  taken,  I called  a meeting  of  the  Guardians  on  the  emergency, 
on  the  authority  of  the  10th  article  of  the  Commissioners’  Regulations  for  the 
meeting  of  Guardians,  and  at  the  workhouse.  I met,  accordingly,  Maurice  Leonard, 
Esq.,  D.L.,  chairman,  Captain  Home,  J.P.,  and  W.  G.  Sandes,  Esq.,  J.P.,  ex- 
officio  Guardians.  After  an  examination  of  Mr.  Bugeley,  the  Board  obtained  the 
assistance  of  the  police  at  Listowel  to  proceed  at  once  to  Lixnan,  to  search  sus- 
pected houses,  with  that  officer,  who  received  instructions  to  issue  no  more  rations 
to  the  able-bodied  of  that  (the  Kiltomy)  electoral  division,  and  to  remove  his  meal 
store  to  Kilflyn.  The  police  arrested  one  man,  now  in  prison,  in  whose  house  a 
quantity  of  meal  he  could  not  account  for  was  found. 

The  Board  were  informed  that  some  of  the  magistrates  of  the  neighbourhood 
had  some  time  since  applied  that  a party  of  the  constabulary  should  be  established 
in  Lixnan,  and  they  very  strongly  recommend  and  earnestly  request  that  the 
Commissioners  will  be  so  good  as  to  urge  upon  the  Government  the  necessity  for 
an  immediate  compliance  with  the  application,  as  nothing  can  be  worse  than  the 
character  of  the  people  of  that  village  and  district,  who  are,  it  appears,  noted 
nightly  robbers  and  marauders. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  23,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  forwarded  a copy  of  your 
report  to  the  Under  Secretary,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  22, 1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th 
instant,  in  which  I am  informed  the  Commissioners  would  be  glad  to  receive  from 
me  a report  stating  fully  my  views  as  to  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  Union,  and 
especially  with  reference  to  the  supposed  necessity  for  the  administration  of’ out- 
door relief  to  the  able-bodied  until  next  harvest. 

In  my  report,  dated  the  11th  instant,  I have  stated  the  views  of  a majority  of  the 
Guardians  on  this  subject,  and  those  views  concur  with  my  own — that  distress 
will  be  found  to  exist  throughout  the  Union,  with  the  exception  of  very  few 
localities,  to  nearly  as  great  an  extent  as  when  the  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the 
able-bodied  was  first  granted  in  December  last.  I have  been  led  to  this  opinion 
by  what  I can  see  and  learn  of  the  farmers  generally  throughout  the  Union,  whose 
poverty  is  such  as  to  render  them  unable  to  give  employment  at  all  commensurate 
with  the  prevailing  destitution;  and  all  the  energies  of  the  landed  pro orietors 
seem  as  if  paralyzed  by  the  disappointments  they  have  met  in  their  several  appli- 
cations to  the  Board  of  Works  under  the  Landed  Improvement  Act,  as  well  as 
for  the  great  arterial  drainage  of  the  rivers  Feale,  Gale,  and  Brick,  although  all 
the.  required  preliminary  conditions  have,  I understand,  been  fulfilled.  These 
desirable  works  would  have  afforded  employment  to  thousands  of  paupers  who  have 
been,  and  in  the  absence  of  such  employment  must  continue,  with  their  families 
to  be  a burden  on  the  rates  of  the  Union. 

I have  to  state  also,  that,  unfortunately,  the  small  holdings  and  gardens  of  the 
poor  are  likely  to  remain  uncultivated,  and  add  to  the  prevailing  destitution,  for 
want  of  seed  to  put  into  the  ground. 

. Notwithstanding  what  I have  above  stated,  I do  not  wish  to  recommend  an 
immediate  renewal  of  the  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied.  Many 
gentlemen  of  intelligence  among  the  Guardians  appear  to  consider  there  is  no 
necessity  for  it,  who  should  possess  from  long  experience  a more  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  state  of  the  Union  and  the  real  exigencies  of  the  population  than  I can 
pretend  to,  although  I have  devoted  myself  earnestly  to  the  inquiry.  I am  desirous 
tlmt  their  opinion  on  this  point  should  have  a trial  during  the  uext  month  to  come, 
the  best  period  for  employment  throughout  the  sprint 
As  regards  the  financial  state  of  the  Union,  the  periodical  returns  and  my 
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report  of  the  11th  instant  will  have  informed  the  Commissioners.  The  present 
rate  now  in  collection  will  scarcely  cover  the  liabilities  of  the  Union  up  to  the 
middle  of  next  month ; and  I apprehend  trouble  will  be  experienced  by  the 
collectors  in  getting  in  much  of  what  is  still  due.  As  to  the  new  rates  about  to 
be  made,  it  will  be  difficult  to  collect  them  during  the  summer ; the  smaller  rate- 
payers will  scarcely  be  able  to  meet  the  demand,  for  they  have  parted  with  the 
stock  and  produce  of  last  year  to  pay  the  rents  and  last  rates,  and  in  having 
provided  the  means  of  support  for  themselves  and  families  during  the  winter  now 
ended. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  25,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  22nd  instant,  reporting  on  the  state  and  prospects  of  Listowel  Union ; 
and  under  the  circumstance's  stated  by  you,  the  Commissioners  had  intended  to 
have  allowed  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  in  Listowel  Union  to  expire. 
Your  further  report,  however,  which  has  been  this  day  received,  has  led  the 
Commissioners  to  alter  their  intention  in  this  respect,  and  they  have  accordingly 
renewed  the  order  for  another  week. 

They  request,  however,  that  you  will  give  your  special  attention  to  the  condition 
of  the  peasantry,  and  report  specially  to  the  Commissioners  next  week  as  to  the 
necessity  of  any  further  renewal  of  the  order. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  23,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
this  day,  the  appointment  of  a resident  apothecary  was  reconsidered  agreeably  to 
the  Commissioners’  recommendation,  and  advertisements  for  the  same  office, 
without  residence,  at  30/.  per  annum  salary,  were  ordered. 

The  salary  of  the  clerk,  Mr.  Phillips,  was  voted  to  be  increased  from  60/.  to 
80/.  per  annum,  and  I beg  to  recommend  that  this  increase  may  have  the  sanction 
of  the  Commissioners,  as  that  officer  is  in  every  way  deserving  of  it,  and  is  fully 
entitled  to  it  in  consequence  of  the  great  increase  of  his  duties. 

The  new  assistant-master  has  been  obliged  to  resign  the  situation  from  ill- 
health,  and  another  was  ordered  to  be  advertised  lor.  Mr.  Gallivan  withdrew  his 
notice  of  a motion  upon  the  subject  of  his  appointment. 

Mr.  Sullivan,  a very  lit  person,  bearing  an  excellent  character,  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  porter,  in  place  of  Nolan,  resigned. 

The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  lamentable  continuance  of  wet  weather, 
preventing  all  agricultural  employment  whatever,  and  the  distress  that  must  fall 
upon  the  population  if  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  were  to  cease  on  the 
25th  instant ; they  thereupon  resolved  to  solicit  from  the  Commissioners  a renewal 
of  their  order  for  another  week  in  the  hope  that  the  weather  will  change,  and  the 
clerk  was  directed  to  make  application  accordingly. 

I entirely  agree  with  the  Guardians  who  desired  a renewal  of  the  order,  as  my 
report  of  yesterday  on  this  subject  will  have  shown ; and  I believe  from  the  repre- 
sentations that  came  before  the  Board  to-day,  that  not  even  the  class  excluded 
under  the  last  two  orders,  to  meet  the  expected  demand  at  this  season  for  labour, 
can  find  any  employment,  and  that  they  are  in  great  want  and  destitution. 

I regret  to  state  that  I could  get  no  meeting  of  the  F inance  Committee  yesterday, 
and  that  I shall  not  be  able  to  do  so  until  after  the  assizes,  as  most  of  its  members 
will  be  on  the  grand  jury,  or  in  attendance  at  Tralee  ; and  the  consideration  of 
what  rate  must  be  made  on  the  several  electoral  divisions  must,  therefore,  be 
deferred  until  that  period,  as  well  as  the  establishment  of  the  system  of  cooked 
food. 

P.S.  I ought  to  state  that  I have  received  to-day  directions  from  Count 
Strzelecki  to  reduce  the  number  of  children  receiving  relief  at  this  moment  from 
the  British  Association  through  the  schools,  to  the  amount  of  about  5600  down 
to  4000.  To  strike  off  from  this  source  of  food  as  many  as  1500  children  will 
be  felt  in  the  Union  as  a great  calamity  at  this  period  ; and  if  it  could,  be  delayed 
through  any  representation  from  the  Commissioners  for  even  a short  time,  I shall 
feel  deeply  grateful. 


Listowel  Union. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  28,  1 848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  renewed  the  order 
authorizing  the  continuance  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor  for  another 
week,  as  requested  by  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  have  sent  to  Count  Strzelecki  an  extract  from  your  report, 
relating  to  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  children  receiving  relief  from  the 
British  Association. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners: — March  30,  1848. 

In  your  letter  dated  the  25th  instant,  my  attention  is  called  especially  to 
the  condition  of  the  peasantry  of  this  Union,  and  I am  desired  to  report  also 
especially  to  the  Commissioners  this  week  as  to  the  necessity  of  any  further 
renewal  of  the  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied ; and  in  your  letter  of 
the  28th  instant,  I am  informed  that  the  Commissioners  rely  upon  my  reporting 
in  sufficient  time  to  enable  them  to  renew  the  order  on  the  1st  of  April,  if  I deem 
a renewal  necessary:  and  in  reference  thereto  I beg  to  state,  that  I have  already 
given  my  earnest  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  peasantry,  and  that  I can  add 
nothing  to  the  representations  made  in  my  preceding  reports  of  the  state  of  this 
class,  namely,  that  much  distress  exists  amongst  them,  and  will  continue  to  exist 
in  many  localities  throughout  the  Union  to  a very  great  degree  for  want  of  suffi- 
cient employment,  which  employment  the  farmers  cannot  afford  to  give,  nor  the 
landholders  furnish,  for  want  of  means. 

In  my  report  of  the  22nd,  I stated  that  many  of  the  Guardians,  men  of  intel- 
ligence, are  of  opinion  that  no  necessity  exists  for  a renewal  of  the  order,  and  I 
was  desirous  that  their  opinion  should  have  a trial  during  this  the  best  season 
for  employment  throughout  the  spring.  These  gentlemen,  however,  from  con- 
tinued living  among  a population,  in  which,  unfortunately,  abject  wretchedness 
abounds,  are  perhaps  less  sensitive  on  that  account  to  its  positive  claims  to  their 
consideration  than  a person  like  myself,  who  has  not  been  so  long  used  to  witness 
such  a state  of  miserable  existence  as  prevails  among  the  peasantry  of  this 
country ; and  upon  reflection  and  further  inquiry,  • I do  not  hesitate  now  to 
recommend  that  the  order  should  ,be  renewed,  restricted  to  the  same  class  as 
at  present,  for  although  there  is  certainly  a promise  of  a continuance  of  the 
present  fair  weather,  and  that  agricultural  operations  may  be  carried  on  in  all 
parts  of  the  Union  to  a considerable  extent,  yet  the  degree  of  employment  given 
will  not,  m my  opinion,  be  at  all  equal  to  the  ■ wants  of  the  numerous  distressed 
population. 

I ivould  recommend  that  the  order  be  accompanied  by  a strong  representation 
to  the  Guardians  that  they  should  be  vigilant  to  strike  ofFthe  lists  all  cases  coming 
ironi  localities  where  it  can  be  folly  understood  that  employment  may  be  found 
for  the  parties  claiming  relief.  I shall  not  fail  myself  to  urge  this  upon  the 
Board  s attention.  1 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  31,  1848. 

I am  directed  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the 
renewal  of  the  order  for  a.  period  of  one  month,  and  the  Commissioners  will 
address  the  Guardians  at  their  next  meeting  as  you  recommend. 


Captain  Spark  to  the  Commissioners: — March  31,  1848. 

Werln  ATl  ‘°.  T"*  to'y°U  ror  tie  of  the  Commissioners,  that  on 

nanners  f ™ » feting  of  the  Board  held  for  the  admission  of 

?hePC,LdP,d  b e>iainme,  and  Pass  tdle  relieving  officers'  books  and  accounts  ; 
forwS  the  b paving  at  my  instance,  determined  to  meet  twice  each  week  to 
Union.  About  40  paupers  were  admitted  into  the 
bouse  w lth  their  families.  There  were  no  less  than  246  vacancies— that  number. 
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including  infants  and  children,  having  quitted  during  the  past  week,  some  of 
whom,  tempted  by  the  present  fine  weather  to  seek  employment  outside,  but  the 
majority  of  the  men  quit  in  distaste  of  the  confinement  and  the  daily  labour 
exacted  in  breaking  stones  or  in  draining  and  working  on  the  land  belonging 
to  the  establishment.  The  relieving  officers  received  directions  to  withhold 
rations  from  all  able-bodied  people  whilst  vacancies  remain  in  the  workhouse, 
but  to  give  to  such  paupers  provisional  admission  tickets  until  the  house  is  again 
fiHed. 

At  the  meeting  yesterday,  which  consisted  of  but  few  members,  many  of  the 
Board  being  absent  at  the  assizes,  the  late  chairman,  vice-chairman,  and  deputy 
vice-chairman  were  unanimously  re-elected. 

After  the  ordinary  business  had  been  gone  through,  a letter  was  read,  received 
from  the  Rev.  Eugene  M'Carthy,  P.P.,  representing  very  strongly  the  distress 
existing  in  the  western  districts  of  Rattoo,  Drumkeen,  and  Ballyheigue,  among 
persons  not  entitled  to  relief.  The  relieving  officers  were  all  examined  in  order 
to  ascertain  from  their  evidence  the  degree  of  employment  now  offering  in  their 
several  districts,  and  all  testified  that  there  was  as  yet,  except  in  Ballylongford 
and  Abberdorney,  little  or  no  employment  afforded  by  landlords  or  farmers,  and 
that  it  would  be  unsafe  and  cause  great  distress  and  starvation  to  withhold  relief 
to  the  classes  now  receiving  it.  The  Board  thereupon  came  to  a resolution  to 
request  from  the  Commissioners  a renewal  of  the  order  for  another  week  ; but  the 
majority  of  the  members  present  were  of  opinion,  that  at  this  season,  and  con- 
sidering the  very  low  state  of  their  finances,  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied, 
ought,  at  the  end  of  the  ensuing  week  to  be  withheld ; and  if,  after  a time,  it 
should  become  absolutely  necessary  to  recommence  them,  it  was  suggested,  the 
case  of  every  applicant  should  undergo  a rigid  scrutiny  by  the  Board  with  a view 
to  reduce  the  numbers  to  the  lowest  possible  .scale. 

This  suggestion  I quite  approved  of,  and  I will  endeavour  to  have  it  fully 
carried  out,  as  well  as  the  improved  labour  system  with  cooked  food  ; but  I regret 
to  have  to  state,  that  it  is  too  much  the  custom  of  this  Board  to  hold  much  serious 
and  earnest  debate  upon  the  merits  of  a good  suggestion  to  give  even  an  unanimous 
consent  to  it,  yet  afterwards  drop  the  matter  altogether.  The  Guardians  adopt 
able  reports  made  by  Committees,  but  it  requires  great  stimulus  to  bring  them  to 
carry  resolutions  founded  upon  such  reports  into  good  effect,  more  especially  if 
they  at  all  conflict  with  the  washes  of  the  classes  to  be  affected  by  them.  At  this 
moment  there  appears  a serious  apprehension  of  coming  troubles  which  goes  far  to 
paralyze  all  active  efforts. 

I beg  to  state  that  the  rate-books  will  be  quite  ready  for  the  Finance  Committee 
appointed  to  meet  on  the  4th  proximo,  and  I shall  have  everything  prepared  to 
enable  the  Board  to  strike  new  rates  for  the  several  electoral  divisions  at  its 
meeting  on  Thursday  next. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  6,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  had,  previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  report  above 
referred  to,  issued  an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  in  Listowel  Union  under 
that  section  to  the  1st  May  next,  and  they  enclose,  for  your  information,  a copy 
of  a letter  which  they  yesterday  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the 
subject. 

The  Commissioners  rely  upon  your  exertions  in  stimulating  the  Guardians  to 
energetic  action  in  carrying  out  the  views  expressed  in  that  letter. 

Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians: — April  4,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  having  issued  an  order  authorizing  the  continuance  of  out-door 
relief  to  certain  classes  of  destitute  poor  persons  in  Listowel  Union  till  the  1st  May  next,  deem 
it  right  to  call  the  serious  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  great  importance  of  rigidly  scru- 
tinizing the  relief  lists,  and  reducing  the  relief  under  the  2nd  section  to  the  narrowest  possible 
limits  compatible  with  a due  regard  to  the  wants  of  the  really  destitute. 

With  this  view  the  Commissioners  would  again  call  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the 
paramount  importance  of  keeping  the  workhouse  as  extensively  available  as  possible  for  the 
relief  of  the  able-bodied,  by  relieving  out  of  the  workhouse  all  such  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the 


Listowel  Union. 
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Union  as  may  legally  be  relieved  under  the  provisions  of  the  1st  section.  A task  of  work 
should  be  rigidly  enforced  from  every  able-bodied  recipient  of  relief,  and  the  relief  should  be 
limited  strictly  to  cooked  food  or  wetted  meal,  in  accordance  with  the  arrangements  already 
resolved  on  by  the  Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  has  already  been 
directed  to  these  points,  and  that  they  will  take  care  not  to  give  relief  to  any  able-bodied  man 
who  could  obtain  independent  employment ; but  the  subject  is  one  of  such  urgent  importance 
as  regards  the  future  welfare  of  Listowel  Union,  and  the  Commissioners  are  so  anxious  to 
break  through  the  habit  of  dependence  on  the  poor-rate  at  a time  when  the  labour  of  able- 
bodied  men  is  required  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  that  the  Commissioners  have  deemed  it 
right  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  specially  to  the  subject. 
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Kells  Union. 


KELLS  UNION. 

Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners: — February  8,  1848. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  on  the  necessity  for  renewing 
the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  this  Union,  after  the 
14th  instant,  I beg  to  forward  a resolution  of  the  Guardians,  passed  at  their  late 
meeting,  and  to  state,  that  having  scrutinized  most  of  the  relief  list,  I considered 
it  essentially  necessary  that  the  out-door  relief  should  be  continued  for  a further 
period,  until  labour  can  be  provided,  of  which  there  is  little  or  none  at  present. 

Enclosure. 

Kells  Union  Board  Boom,  February  5,  1848. 

The  Board  of  Guardians,  considering  the  alarming  state  of  destitution  of  the  unemployed 
able-bodied, — 

Resolved  unanimously, — That,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  be  requested  to  renew  the  order 
for  the  distribution  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  for  one  month  next  ensuing  after  the 
14th  instant,  in  the  Kells  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  11,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the  renewal  of  the  order 
accordingly  for  one  month.  The  order  will  be  issued  on  the  14th  instant. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Dent: — February  9,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  an 
extract. from  a Constabulary  Report  which  they  have  received  from  the  Chief 
Secretary’s  department,  relating  to  the  death  of  a man,  name  unknown,  on  the 
27th  ultimo,  in  Kells  Union,  and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  make  such 
inquiry  into  the  circumstances  as  may  enable  you  to  report  to  the  Commissioners 
as  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  especially  whether  the  deceased  made  application 
for  relief  either  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  workhouse  master  ,or  any  of 
the  relieving  officers. 

Enclosure. 

Constabulary  Report  referred  to  in  foregoing. 

County  of  Meath,  Knuch,  Castletown, 
February  3, 1848. 

Sub-Inspector  Eamers  reports  that  a poor  man,  who  obtained  leave  to  sleep  in  an 
outhouse,  was  found  dead  on  the  28th  ultimo.  The  coroner’s  inquest  was,  “We  find  that 
deceased  came  to  his  death  on  the  lands  of  Whit ehood,  on  the  27th  January,  1848,  from  extreme 
cold  and  destitution.” 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington: — February  26,  1848. 

With  reference  to  a Constabulary  Report,  dated  3rd  instant,  relating  to 
the  death  of  a man  on  the  27th  ultimo  at  Whitewood,  in  Kells  Union,  I am 
directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  a copy  of  a report  which  the  Commissioners 
have  received  from  their  Inspector,  Captain  Dent,  of  an  inquiry  which  he  was 
directed  by  them  to  make  on  the  subject. 


Enclosure. 

Report  above  referred  to. 

Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners: — February  15,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  with 
extract  from  Constabulary  Report  on  death  in  Whitewood,  I have  to  inform  you  at  was  a 
Nobber  yesterday,  where  I saw  the  relieving  officer  of  that  and  the  Kilmamhatn  lVision,  w o 
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Kells  Union.  had  "been  unable  to  learn  anything  further  than  that  the  man  (deceased)  was  totally  unknown  ; 

that  he  was  supposed  to  have  come  out  of  the  county  Louth,  and  said  to  be  going  to  Athboy. 

He  passed  through  Rath  gill  en,  and  at  Whitewood  he  was  given  some  meal,  and  the  offer  of  a 
fire  to  cook  it  by,  which  he  declined,  putting  the  meal  in  his  pocket.  He  was  then  put  into  a 
barn  belongin'1'  to  a person  named  Roger  M!Guire,  with  some  straw,  and  a sheet  to  wrap  himself 
in.  On  going  to  him  in  the  morning  he  was  found  quite  dead. 

No  person  answering  the  description  applied  either  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union, 
nor  the  relieving  officer  at  Nobber. 

The  constabulary  could  give  me  no  further  information  on  the  subject,  nor  any  of  the  inha- 
bitants, some  of  whom  had  seen  him,  and  one  old  man  told  me  he  appeared  a very  sickly  man. 


Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners: — February  13,  1846. 

I beg  to  forward  the  usual  return  of  my  proceedings  during  the  week 
now  past. 

It  being  necessary  to  assemble  the  relieving  officers  for  the  purpose  of  fur- 
nishing the  clerk  of  the  Union  with  the  necessary  data  to  enable  him  to  make 
the  returns  called  for  by  you,  I have  taken  advantage  of  and  devoted  part  of 
my  time  to  the  strict  scrutiny  of  their  books  and  mode  of  keeping  their  accounts, 
which  was  so  far  completed  as  to  enable  them  to  be  laid  before  the  Board  at 
their  meeting  yesterday,  and  the  requisite  signatures  to  he  attached, — a very 
desirable  attainment,  and  which  had  heretofore  been  much  neglected.  The 
Board  of  Guardians  have  also  entered  into  my  views,  and  acceded  to  my  request 
of  entering  upon  this  essential  part  of  their  duty  the  first  thing  after  the  opening 
routine  of  duty,  by  which  much  valuable  time  will  be  saved  to  those  officers, 
and  they  enabled  to  return  early  to  their  respective  districts. 

My  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  branch  house, 
occupied  by  female  children  in  the  town,  in  which  much  sickness  has  prevailed 
(the  governess  being  at  this  moment  seriously  ill),  arising,  I believe,  from  the 
accumulation  of  filth  round  the  premises,  lodgment  of  stagnant  water  (occa- 
sioning great  dampness  in  the  house),  caused  by  the  drains  being  stopped, 
creating  thereby  intolerable  smells.  I have,  by  the  assistance  of  the  able-bodied 
out-door  paupers,  been  enabled  to  remedy  this,  and  hope  to  do  it  effectually, 
now  that  the  premises  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Guardians  from  their 
chairman,  the  Marquis  of  Headford,  at  an  easy  rate.  I anticipate  much  benefit 
to  arise  from  this  arrangement  when  the  contemplated  alterations  shall  have 
been  effected,  before  carrying  out  which  they  await  the  advice  of  the  architect, 
and  have  requested  I would  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians’  minute  of  the  5th  instant,  requesting  the  architect’s  jiresence 
as  soon  as  possibly  convenient. 

Having  been  unable  to  arrange  for  the  Guardians  to  meet  two  days  in  the 
week,  1 have  in  lieu  thereof  their  promise  that  the  several  Guardians  will  meet 
me  on  appointed  days  in  their  respective  electoral  divisions,  for  the  purpose  of 
strictly  scrutinizing  their  lists  and  inquiring  into  the  state  and  circumstances 
of  the  applicants,  by  which,  and  an  early  regular  attendance,  I anticipate  the 
duties  of  the  Board  day  may  easily  be  got  through. 

It  is  evident  that  from  the  non-attendance  of  the  Finance  Committee,  the 
mode  of  conducting  their  cash  payments  has  been  very  loose  and  irregular,  which, 
as  far  as  I can  yet  see,  has  not  been  attended  with  serious  results ; I propose 
to  have  stated  meetings  of  the  Finance  Committee,  and  going  through  their 
accounts  regularly  with  them. 

I am  happy  to  state  that  fever,  as  well  as  sickness  generally,  is  on  the 
decrease.  1 he  administering  bread  and  milk  rations  to  the  convalescent  out- 
door paupers  was  becoming  a crying  evil ; hut  arrangements  have  been  made 
by  which  the  abuse  will,  I trust,  be  remedied. 

The  returns  of  the  collections  of  the  poor-rates  are  improving,  particularly 
in  those  districts  most  behind.  The  lodgments  this  week,  ending  yesterday, 
amount  to  near  400Z.  As  far  as  in  my  power  the  utmost  vigilance  shall  he 
exerted  on  this  essential  point. 

A death  having  occurred  in  this  town  on  the  10th  instant,  and  on  which  a 
coroner  s jury  was  summoned,  and  the  usual  reports  circulated  that  it  was 
caused  by  starvation,  and  being  refused  the  relief,  I append  a copy  of  the 
coroners  verdict  supplied  me  by  the  constabulary,' — having  myself  privately 
seen  the  body,  which  bore  no  signs  of  starvation ; on  the  contrary,  the  limbs 
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were  round  and  fleshy,  and  the  evidence  of  the  medical  man  who  was  called  in 
to  report  on  her  case,  stated  that  she  died  from  effusion  on  the  chest,  and  that 
the  intestines  contained  much  food.  It  appears  she  was  frequently  offered  the 
workhouse,  and  was  a confirmed  vagrant. 

It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  I have  met  with  a cordial  reception  from  every 
member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  who  express  themselves  willing  to  assist  in 
every  way  to  carry  out  the  view's  of  the  Government. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Graham,  Constable,  to  Captain  Dent  :■ — February  11,  1845. 

I have  to  inform  you  that  an  inquest  was  held  in  the  town  of  Kells  on  this  day,  when 
the  following  verdict  was  given  : — 

“ We  find  the  deceased,  Margaret  Byrne,  came  to  her  death  in  the  town  of  Kells,  in  said 
county,  on  Thursday,  the  10th  February,  1848,  by  the  visitation  of  God.” 

Hugh  Martin,  Coroner. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  16,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  building  taken  as  an  additional  workhouse,  I am  to 
state  that  the  Commissioners  have  already  referred  the  request  of  the  Guardians 
in  their  minute  of  the  5th  instant  to  the  architect,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  who,  how- 
ever, is  on  service  at  present  in  another  part  of  Ireland. 

With  regard  to  that  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  the  proposed 
meeting  of  the  Guardians  in  their  several  electoral  divisions,  I am  to  state  that 
the  functions  of  the  Guardians  on  such  occasions  must  he  confined  to  the  pur- 
poses referred  to  in  your  report,  with  the  view  of  assisting  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, to  whom  they  should  report,  it  being  the  province  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  determine  in  each  case  as  to  the  affording  of  any,  and  what  relief, 
and  no  Guardian  being  empowered  to  act  as  such  (under  section  29  of  1 and 
2 Vic.,'  c.  56),  except  at  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

In  respect  to  the  irregularity  pointed  out  in  the  mode  of  making  payments, 
the  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  give  your  continued  attention  to  the 
accounts  and  financial  affairs  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  to  the  checking  of  any 
abuses  which  may  exist  in  the  administration  of  out-door  rations  to  the  con- 
valescent. 


Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners: — February  22,  1848. 

I beg  to  transmit  a statement  of  my  proceedings  during  the  week  ending 
the  19th  instant. 

My  time  has  been  principally  occupied  in  examining  into  the  internal  economy 
of  the  workhouse,  which  will  require  my  constant  attention  to  see  that  the 
regulations  under  which  the  officers  act  are  carried  out  to  the  letter,  much 
neglected,  I fear,  heretofore.  I have  strictly  examined  into  the  state  of  the 
glass  in  the  windows,  which  are  in  a fearful  state  of  dilapidation,  hundreds  of 
panes  being  broken  or  cracked ; this  I have  brought  before  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, and  trust  soon  to  have  remedied. 

The  relieving  officers’  books  and  accounts  are  now  nearly  all  completed,  and 
I am  continuing  my  visits  through  the  electoral  divisions  on  inspection ; it  was 
perfectly  understood  that  going  through  the  lists  by  electoral  divisions  was 
merely  to  assist  the  Board  on  their  general  meetings,  and  not  to  supersede  their 
functions,  or  be  an  authority  to  act  upon. 

I have  been  able  to  make  very  little  progress  in  the  financial  reforms  this 
week,  from  two  causes : the  clerk  of  the  Union  has  been  in  constant  attendance 
on  his  sick  daughter,  the  governess  of  the  branch  house  containing  female 
children,  and  who  it  was  thought  would  not  survive,  and  has  also  been  confined 
to  his  bed  himself;  and  secondly,  from  this  being  the  assize  week  at  Trim, 
most  of  the  influential  or  working  members  have  been  kept  from  attending  on 
Saturday.  I have,  however,  arranged  that  a meeting  of  finance,  which  has  been 
very  much  neglected,  shall  take  place  as  soon  as  the  gentlemen  return  from 
J r -2N2 
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the  assizes.  I have  also  been  enabled  to  arrange  a more  regular  system  in  the 
presenting  and  paying  of  tradesmen’s  and  other  bills. 

I find  the  greatest  reluctance  among  the  able-bodied  paupers  to  come  into 
the  house,  but  very  anxious  to  force  themselves  on  the  out  relief;  this,  I have 
no  doubt,  I am  -well  able  to  remedy,  by  adopting  the  system  of  causing  all  large 
families,  whose  receipt  of  meal  in  value  exceeds  or  comes  near  to  that  he 
would  receive  for  a fair  day’s  work,  putting  single  men,  or  those  .with  small 
families,  on  the  work,  by  which,  in  most  cases,  they  work  out  the  value  of  then- 
rations.  In  the  case  of  the  Kells  out-door  paupers,  they  have  been  most  bene- 
ficially and  profitably  employed  in  opening  the  drains,  See.,  round  the  branch 
house,  thereby  removing  all  unwholesome  smells,  and  in  a great  degree  ren- 
dering the  house  dry.  It  would  be,  perhaps,  too  much  to  say  it  was  attended 
with  so  favourable  a result  as  to  stop  the  sickness  prevalent  in  that  house ; but 
it  is  certain  that  since  the  drains  have  been  open,  and  the  unwholesome  soil 
removed,  the  daily  report  has  been  that  no  cases  of  sickness  have  arisen. 

Fever  is  still  on  the  decrease,  at  least  outside,  though  dysentery  is  prevalent, 
generally  following  fever. 

I hope  to  return  to  the  Union  to-morrow,  when  my  best  attentions  and 
undivided  time  shall  be  given  to  carrying  out  your  views,  and  bringing  the 
Union  into  a creditable,  wholesome  position. 


Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners: — -February  27,  1848. 

In  forwarding  the  usual  return  for  the  week  ended  the  26th  instant,  I 
have  to  report  that  the  out-door  able-bodied  relief  is  beginning  to  work  more 
favourably.  The  supply  of  tools  furnished  by  the  Board  of  Works  has 
enabled  me  to  put  the  test  of  stone-breaking  in  full  operation,  and  by  adopting 
the  system  of  keeping  those  on  the  lists,  who  by  giving  the  labour  of  one  or 
two  of  a family,  make  a good  return  of  part  of  the  expense  incurred  in  their 
support,  and  ensures  their  obtaining  employment  immediately  it  offers ; while 
the  house  is  the  test  to  those  whose  large  families  would  obtain  a greater  supply 
of  meal,  than  the  value  of  a fair  day’s  labour  (reference  being  made  to  cha- 
racter as  to  industry,)  to  those  of  idle  habits,  or  who  are  suspected  of  having 
means  or  holding  land. 

I find  a beneficial  result  by  causing  able-bodied  widows,  many  of  them  with 
grown  up  daughters,  to  have  their  rations  daily,  instead  of  heretofore  as  weekly, 
meant  only  for  the  infirm  and  impotent,  and  who  I suspect  in  many  instances 
had  the  whole  week  to  find  employment  in  washing,  &c. ; by  this,  and  a small 
demand  for  labour,  the  lists  are  being  reduced. 

The  arrangements  for  having  the  branch  house  in  Kells  as  a permanency  for 
the  female  children  is,  .1  fear,  at  an  end ; the  landlord,  Lord  Headfort,  not 
feeling  himself  in  a position  to  grant  a lease  of  the  premises ; and  any  outlay 
on  such  a holding  as  they  now  have  would  be  highly  injudicious ; the  Board 
of  Guardians  are  therefore  turning  their  thoughts  to  enlarging  the  work- 
house. 

I yesterday  brought  before  a full  Board  of  Guardians  the  subject  of  your 
letter  of  the  18th  instant,  relating  to  the  contribution  due  to  the  audit  fund, 
and  pressed  on  them  the  necessity  of  its  being  immediately  paid,  which  they 
assented  to  without  a dissentient  voice,  and  a cheque  for  the  amount  duly 
signed.  3 . 

The  master  of  the  house,  who  appears  a well-meaning  man,  does  not,  I fear, 
possess  energy  sufficient  for  so  responsible  a situation,  as  the  state  of  the  house 
shows.  I told  him  before  the  Board  what  was  expected  of  him,  and  he  was 
cautioned  by  the  chairman,  and  urged  to  a more  active  fulfilment  of  his  duty. 
The  grown  boys  were  getting  into  a state  of  great  insubordination,  but  have,  I 
trust,  received  a salutary  check,  four  of  them  having  been  yesterday  sent  to  the 
bridewell  to  be  handed  over  to  the  petty  sessions,  for  constantly  leaving  the 
house,  and  when  confined  destroying  whatever  they  could.  I continue  to  meet 
with  m this,  and  on  every  other  occasion,  the  cordial  support  of  the  Guardians. 
The  Visiting  Committee  which  had  almost  ceased  its  functions,  will  in  future 
have  regular  days,  and  on  Monday  we  commence.  I have  strong  grounds 
for  suspecting  that  the  internal  discipline  of  the  house,  particularly  after  hours, 
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is  not,  attended  to  as  it  ought ; and  that  power  is  delegated  to  those  to  whom 
it  ought  not  to  be : my  most  watchful  attention  is  directed  to  this ; should 
my  surmises  prove  correct,  I shall  not  fail  to  bring  the  subject  immediately 
before  you. 

I have  succeeded  in  having  the  stoves  placed  in  the  sheds  and  a light ; the 
much  wanted  glass  has  arrived,  and  I trust  shortly  to  have  that  long  neglected 
portion  of  the  buildings  in  creditable  repair. 

I hope  to  have  a full  extra  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  Thursday 
next,  for  the  purposes  of  going  through  the  rate  collectors’  books,  and  enforcing 
the  collections  where  necessary ; this  is  what  I have  long  desired  ; it  is  also  to 
be  purely  a financial  meeting  for  looking  into  the  accounts  generally,  and  more 
fully  than  they  have  well  time  on  their  regular  days  for. 

I am  arranging  a system  of  employment  of  the  in-door  able-bodied  paupers, 
and  hope  to  have  them  beneficially  and  usefully  employed,  as  well  as  bringing 
more  boys  under  the  tailor  and  shoemaker  to  be  instructed. 

Fever  and  sickness  generally  are  on  the  decrease. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  3,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  respecting  the  master  of  the  work- 
house  of  Kells  Union,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  be  glad  to 
receive  in  due  course  a further  report  from  you  as  to  his  .competency. 


Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  6,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  on  the  subject  of  deter- 
mining or  suspending  on  the  18th  March  instant  all  orders  authorizing  out-door 
relief  to  able-bodied  men,  and  calling  for  my  report  on  the  subject,  I beg  to  state 
that  my  mind  has  been  much  occupied  with  the  subject  since  my  arrival  here,  and 
my  feeling  is  that  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  the  better,  not  only  for  the  country 
but  for  the  people  themselves.  It  will  be  seen  in  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  that  the  subject  was  brought  before  them  by  me,  and  a 
unanimous  resolution  passed  to  the  effect  that  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  adopt 
your  suggestions,  and  at  the  same  time  two  or  more  eligible  houses  should  be 
sought  for  immediately  to  be  ready  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  Act. 

My  reasons  for  this  recommendation  are,  that  while  the  able-bodied  can  receive 
out-door  relief  the  pressure  on  the  lists  will  continue ; and  the  labour  on  the  land, 
particularly  with  the  small  farmers,  will,  be  performed  by  the  able  female  members 
and  the  children  just  under  the  prescribed  age — 15  years — of  those  heads  of 
families  who  will,  for  the  consideration  of  three  or  four  rations,  continue  breaking 
stones,  trusting  to  the  gains  of  the  above. 

There  is  also  a feeling  highly  detrimental  among  this  class  of  men,  even  when 
employed,  that  upon  any  temporary  cessation  of  the  work  they  may  be  on,  and  in 
many  instances  I believe  on  the  days  they  may  feel  a disinclination  to  work,  that 
they  have  a right  to  be  put  upon  the  stones.  There  are  upwards  of  700  heads  of 
families,  able-bodied  men,  now  on  the  out-door  relief  in  this  Union  ; but  I feel 
perfectly  satisfied  not  one-sixth  of  that  number  would  go  into  the  workhouse,  and 
that  when  they  find  they  have  no  remedy  but  the  house  they  will  manage  to  subsist 
themselves. 

1 shall  lose  no  time  in  getting  houses  prepared  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
case  ; but  feel  assured  that  the  workhouse  will  be  enabled  with  such  help  to  receive 
all  who  apply  for  relief. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  8,  1848. 

The  Commissioners,  under  the  circumstances  stated,  do  not  intend  to 
renew  the  order  of  14th  February  last,  so  far  as  regards  able-bodied  men.  That 
order  expires  on  14th  instant ; and  the  Commissioners  propose  before  that  date  to 
issue  in  lieu  of  the  former  a new  order  to  authorize  out-door  relief  to  other  classes 
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(except  able-bodied  men)  not  included  in  section  1 of  10  Vic.,  c.  31,  such  as  widows 
with  one  child,  orphans,  and  women  whose  husbands  are  in  gaol  or  absent  from 
Ireland,  at  present  relievable  under  the  order  of  14th  February  till  14th  March. 


Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  6,  1848. 


I beg  to  forward  the  usual  weekly  report  for  the  week  ending  4th  instant, 
and  I have  the  satisfaction  in  reporting  a progressive  improvement  in  the  state  of 
the  Union  generally. 

I have  succeeded  in  assembling  the  Visiting  Committee,  going  through  the 
house  with  them,  and  making  such  arrangements  for  the  internal  discipline  and 
economy  as  will,  I trust,  be  highly  beneficial. 

On  Thursday  last  we  had  an  extra  meeting  of  the  Guardians.  The  collectors’ 
books,  with  the  exception  of  one  ill,  were  gone  through,  names  of  the  four  largest 
defaulters  selected  from  each  list,  and  directions  issued  to  proceed  against  them  in 
Petty  Sessions  if  the  rates  were  not  instantly  paid.  I have  every  hope  that  the 
amount  of  arrears  paid  into  the  treasurer’s  hands  this  week  will  prove  the  efficacy 
of  this  movement.  J 


Several  cases  of  gross  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  in  the  house,  of 
permitting  a constant  communication,  not  only  with  the  town  but  the  different 
sides  of  the  house,  money  being  sent  out,  and  provisions  of  various  descriptions 
brought  and  cooked  by  the  paupers.  This  bears  upon  my  last  report  on  the  subject 
of  the  master  (the  matron  being  also  equally  faulty),  and  bears  me  out  in  my 
surmises.  Arrangements  are  being  made  to  correct  these  abuses  entirely,  and  I 
trust  very  shortly  to  be  able  to  report  abetter  state  of  things;  my  utmost  vigilance 
wifi  be  used.  It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  state  that  I am  borne  ably  out  by  the 
.Board  of  Guardians,  who  meet  my  views  and  wishes  on  every  point,  and  are  willing 
to  wait  my  further  report  on  the  subject  of  their  servants  to  proceed  against  them. 

.Having  on  Friday  last  seen  the  collector  of  the  Dulane  and  Moynalty  divisions 
who  has  been  sick  since  September  last,  and  been  necessitated  to  have  his  duty 
performed  by  a deputy,  whereby  his  books  and  accounts  are  in  a very  incomplete 
state  ; and  a fraud  having  been  committed,  or  attempted  to  be  committed,  I have 
brought  it  also  before  the  Board  of  Guardians,  with  a view  of  making  arrauge- 
ments  for  the  appointment  of  another  rate  collector,  on  insuring  the  duties  bein<r 
.efficiently  performed.  Mr.  Riley,  the  present  collector,  is,  I understand,  in  the 
last  stage  of  a decline. 

. Thursday  meeting  of  the  Guardians  the  preliminary  steps  were  taken  for 

striking  fresh  rates  on  the  electoral  divisions  requiring  them. 


Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners  March  10,  1848. 

- « ■ Refeeeieg  my  last  weekly  report  on  the  subject  of  houses  being  taken 
Jo  rte  tr1!  IS-  “dRl‘lonal  accommodation  to  meet  the  cessation  of  out-doo*  relief 
to  the  able-bodied  I have  been  inconstant  communication  with  the  chairman  vice' 
chairman,  and  influential  persons,  and  regret  to  state  that  in  the  whole  town ’there 
is  nothing  at  all  vacant  that  could  be  made  available ; the  only  thing  indeed  ’ 
offering  being  two  houses  adjoining,  but  in  so  dilapidated  a state,  and  so  low  and 
small  that  I could  not  recommend  them  : even  were  it  not  for  the  large  outlay  tliev 
would  require  to  make  them  at  all  suitable  for  our  purpose,  indepenS  of  which 

oiderin  them.  ' “ be  “eXt  t0  imPossible  to  maintain  anything  like 

, :rhe  f l‘e  °f  *he  Teat!ler  is  s”ch  as  t0  Prelude  putting  the  labour  on  the  land 
independent  of  there  being  no  great  inclination  shown  to  give  emptovment  I hive 
made  it  my  duty  to  ride  round  the  neighbourhood,  and  ILueette  state  of  the 
A’haUIn  mT  dea<?’f “d  where  working,  chiefly  with  their  own  Wily.  * 

I shall  hope  with  your  intended  arrangements,  and  turning  the  branch  house  to 
a little  more  account,  to  be  enabled  yet  to  meet  any  pressure  that  ,mv  arise 
. Wben  ic  the  vicinity  of  Nobber,  a few  days  since,  I heard  with  regret  of  the 
intention  of  reducing  very  materially  the  numbers  that  are  now  occS  on  the 
extensive  draining  going  forward.  occupieu  on  me 
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Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners: — March  10,  1848. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  discon- 
tinuing relief  to  the  able-bodied  paupers  out  door,  after  the  14th  instant,  I feel  it 
my  duty  to  draw  your  attention,  most  respectfully,  to  what  has  occupied  my  mind 
for  some  days.  Rumour  is  very  strong  here  of  some  grand  demonstration,  or 
meeting,  to  be  held  throughout  the  country  on  the  17th  instant,  when,  should  we, 
through  failing  to  obtain  additional  accommodation  in  the  town,  not  be  able  to 
receive  all  who  chance  to  apply ; and  the  holding  back  of  numbers  who  would 
sooner  do  anything  than  go  into  the  workhouse,  coupled  with,  if  the  weather 
should  not  break  up,  the  almost  impossibility  of  obtaining  labour  to  any  great 
extent,  throw  such  numbers  out  of  their  present  occupation  and  relief;  it  would 
only  tend  to  swell  the  numbers,  and  give  what  many  would  be  too  glad  to  consider 
a feasible  pretext  to  the  discontented  of  complaint. 

This  may  not  be,  but  I should  consider  myself  culpable  were  I to  withhold  my 
sentiments.  Under  any  circumstances  you  may  rest  assured  that  everything  possible 
to  be,  shall  be  done,  to  meet  and  carry  out  your  views  whatever  they  may  be. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  13,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
two  reports,  dated  respectively  the  10th  instant,  relating  to  the  Kells  Union,  and 
I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  purpose,  on  the  expiration  of  the  order 
authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  that  Union,  to  issue  the  order 
already  referred  to,  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  other  classes  (except  able-bodied 
men)  not  included  in  the  1st  section  of  the  Act  10  Vic.,  cap.  31. 

The  Commissioners  trust  at  the  same  time  that  every  endeavour  will  be  made  to 
procure  such  additional  workhouse  accommodation  as  may  be  required,  either  in 
or  near  the  town  of  Kells,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union  where  there  may  be 
any  suitable  building. 

By  these  means  the  Commissioners  trust  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  will  be 
enabled  not  only  to  relieve  all  really  destitute  applicants,  but  at  the  same  time  to 
test  the  ability  of  the  able-bodied  to  procure  work  and  support  themselves  by 
offering  them  only  in-door  relief. 


Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  13,  1848. 

I beg  to  forward  a.  report  of  my  proceedings  for  the  week  ending  the 
11th  instant. 

I am  happy  to  state  a progressive  improvement  in  the  management  and  regula- 
tion of  the  workhouse.  My  views  are  being  carried  out,  and  the  master  and  matron 
are  showing  much  more  activity  in  the  execution  of  their  respective  duties. 

I have  devoted  much  time  in  the  attempt  to  provide  suitable  houses  for  giving 
more  accommodation  in  the  workhouse,  but  with  no  success,  as  reported  in  my 
letter  of  the  10th  instant.  No.  14 ; but  succeeded  on  Saturday  with  the  Board  in 
getting  a Committee  named,  with  authority  to  have  certain  improvements  in  the 
out-houses  of  the  branch  house  in  this  town  pointed  out  by  me  carried  at  once  into 
execution,  by  which  I hope  in  three  or  four  days  to  have  additional  accommodation 
for  from  50  to  60  female  children. 

The  collections  of  the  rates  are  progressing,  though  I shall  be  under  the  necessity 
of  proceeding  against  some  of  the  collectors  for  great  remissness  in  attending  as 
directed  at  the  poor-house,  and  inattention  to  the  orders  given  them  of  summonsing 
defaulters.  This  I can  manage,  I hope,  during  the  week. 

I regret  to  find  from  the  statement  of  some  of  the  relieving  officers  that  applica- 
tions for  relief  had  been  made  by  many  able-bodied  thrown  out  of  employ  by  Mr. 
Cruise,  a large  occupier,  and  who  has  hitherto  given  employment  to  large  numbers. 
They,  the  relieving  officers,  state  as  the  reason  that  this  gentleman  is  determined 
on  this  course  from  the  burthen  of  the  rate  for  out-door  relief  pressing  more 
heavily  on  those  who  give  employ  than  on  those  who  do  not.  The  termination  of 
this  species  of  relief  will  remedy  it. 


Kells  Union. 
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Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners: — March  13,  1848. 

I beg  to  forward  the  accompanying  letter  received  since  I had  closed  my 
post  for  this  night. 

As  far  as  my  knowledge  of  the  gentlemen  who  sign,  goes,  they  are  of  the  class 
of  landlords  who  are  doing  the  utmost  to  employ  labour,  and  keep  things  around 
them  in  order. 

I do  not  myself  anticipate  a realization  of  their  fears,  though  from  the  state  of 
the  weather  until  this  period  it  has  been  next  to  impossible  to  put  the  labour  on 
the  land ; but  the  very  circumstances  of  the  probability  of  fine  weather  now  setting 
in  ought  to  cause  a reaction  and  an  increased  immediate  demand  for  labour  to 
bring  the  land  into  cultivation  and  putting  in  the  spring  crops.  I feel  assured 
that  the  great  difficulty  will  be  to  get  the  able-bodied  to  accept  in-door  relief,  but 
that  a trial  will  be  made  to  obtain  a continuance  of  the  out-door.  The  principal 
objection  I find  to  going  into  the  house  is  the  holding,  and  the  fear  of  being  de- 
prived of  their  cabins. 

Enclosure. 

Court-house,  Moynalty,  March  13,  1848. 

We  feel  ourselves  imperatively  called  upon  as  magistrates,  for  as  such  we  are  respon- 
sible for  the  peace  of  the  country,  to  exclaim  against  the  late  arrangement  of  suspending  out- 
door relief  to  the  able-bodied  labourers  in  the  Union  of  Kells,  siuce  we  are  convinced  that  the 
farmers  are  not  able  presently  to  give  employment  to  that  class ; and  we  know  that  the  resident 
country  gentlemen  are  even  now  straining  a point  to  continue  in. employment  their  former  and 
latterly  increased  staff  of  labourers  and  farm-boys.  Besides  from  our  own  knowledge  we  are 
perfectly  aware  that  these  poor  people  cannot  for  some  time  to  come  get  any  kind  of  em- 
ployment. 

Do  not  suppose  that  we  are  by  any  means  alarmists,  when  we  take  leave  to  state  that  the 
carrying  out  of  this  sweeping  measure  comes  into  operation  at  a very  unfortunate  conjuncture  • 
and  that  no  parties  are  more  anxious  than  we  are  to  relieve  ourselves  and  the  community  of  a 
portion  of  the  heavy  poor-rates,  which  so  much  cripple  industry,  paralyze  individual  energy 
and  peril  property. 

We  are,  &c., 

Thomas  Barnes,  J.  1\ 
Richard  Chalonbr,  J.  p. 

v-,  , • -j-.  r,„  Samuel  Smith,  J.  P. 

Captain  Dent,  Kells.  William  Ga  unett,  J.  P. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  15,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  their  best  consideration  to 
the  letter  which  accompanied  your  report,  but  on  the  whole  they  deem  it  then- 
duty  to  proceed  as  already  aunounced. 


Captain  Huband  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  15,  1848. 

Having  read  the  reports  of  the  inspector  of  the  Kells  Union,  and  fearing 
from  the  tenor  of  his  communication  that  he  was  apprehensive  that  in  corn 
sequence  of  the  discontinuance  of  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  persons  an 
attempt  wouW  be  made  upon  St.  Patrick’s  day  to  swamp  the  workhouse  I con-  ' 

n^UK-llh  rfa“e  ? f ■ T C state  of  part  of  n,y  district  in  the  Vicinity 

of  the  Kells  Union,  judging  that  if  applications  for  relief  from  able-bodied  persons 
had  decreased  materially  in  the  neighbouring  Unions,  there  would  not' beE  much 
grounds  for  apprehemhng  an  unusual  increase  of  applications  for  relief  by  a like 
class  of  persons  in  that  oi  Kells  unless  produced  by  an  organised  combination  to 
swamp  the  house.  I determined  that  if  I found  that  there  was  any  great  reason 
to  think  that  the  .accommodation  in  the  Kells  workhouse  was  not  adequate  to  the 
applications  likely  to  be  made  by  able-bodied  applicants,  to  go  to  ICells  in  person 
resist  anvdcomfoe  3°rkp0use  t0  rece™  th«  applicants  on  the  17th  instant,  and  to 
In  attemnJ T l ^ house,  trusting  that  I should  defeat  such 
T v '“janably  done  under  similar  circumstances'  in  other  places. 

estlw  s hmdent  foDRqgheda  W0.1'k¥u“-  and  fou“d  ‘hat  there  were  vacancies  in  that 

24 

I next  visited  the  Ardee  workhouse,  and  found  the  number  of  vacancies  in  that 
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establishment  yet  greater ; there  were  144  vacancies  reported  to  me  by  the  master. 
And  here  also  the  inmates  are  daily  decreasing. 

You  will  remember  that  the  Guardians  of  both  of  these  last  named  Unions 
applied  lately  to  you  for  an  order  authorizing  relief  to  the  able-bodied  out  of  the 
workhouse,  stating  their  belief  that  their  workhouse  accommodation  was  not 
sufficiently  extensive  to  test  the  able-bodied  claimants  of  relief;  you  are  also  aware 
that  the  result  has  proved  that  you  properly  refused  to  issue  the  orders  sought  for 
until  you  were  further  assured  that,  the  workhouse  accommodation  was  insnf- 
ficient. 

Comparing  the  late  and  present  state  of  these  Unions  and  that  of  Kells  now,  I 
came  to  the  conclusion,  upon  inquiring  into  the  state  of  Kells  workhouse,  that 
there  is  little  reason  to  apprehend,  that  if  the  inspectors  of  the  Union  and  the 
Board  of  Guardians  he  firm,  and  admit  into  the  workhouse  any  able-bodied  persons 
applying  for  relief,  that  there  is  any  likelihood  of  the  house ‘being  swamped,  as  I 
considered  the  room  in  the  workhouse  and  the  house  in  Kells  fully  adequate  to  test 
the  applicants.  The  master  informed  me  that  none  of  the  wards  at  the  male  side 
of  the  house  have  more  persons  in  them  than  the  ordinary  number  they  were 
originally  intended  to  accommodate.  There  is  likewise  a shed  altogether  unoc- 
cupied which  will  accommodate  between  40  and  50.  The  Union  inspector 
informed  me  that  room  ^ can  be  made  in  the  house  in  Kells  to  take  out  of  the 
workhouse  about  100  children,  leaving  yet  further  vacancies  in  the  workhouse  to' 
be  filled  by  adult  applicants  ; and  he  appeared  to  coincide  with  me  in  opinion  that 
the  workhouse  accommodation  is  sufficient  to  check  any  attempt  likely  to  be  made 
to  fill  it  by  any  combination  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  other  workhouses  adjacent  to  Kells  which,  are  in  my  district,  namely, 
those  of  Navan  and  Trim,  there  is  ample  accommodation  for  the  reception  of  ap- 
plicants; therefore,  unless  there  be  something  very  peculiar  in  the  case  of  Kells 
Union,  I do  not  see  that  there  is  any  cause  for  alarm  in  discontinuing  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied  as  resolved  upon  by  you  ; nor  do  I see  any  necessity  for  me 
to  attend  at  the  workhouse  of  the  Union  as  I contemplated  doing,  had  I found  that 
the  state  of  destitution  of  the  neighbourhood  generally  was  such  as  to  render  it 
likely  that  the  applications  for  relief  from  able-bodied  persons  would  be  unusually 
great  in  Kells  Union. 


Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners: — March  16,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  for  your  information  that  the  out-door  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied  in  this  district  ceased  yesterday ; the  state  of  uncertainty  I was  in  until  the 
receipt  of  your  warrant,  received  yesterday  morning,  leaving  a doubt  on  my  mind 
as  to  whether  it  was  to  be  continued  until  the  18th  instant. 

I have  devoted  yesterday  and  to-day  to  visiting  five  or  six  of  the  most  dis- 
tressed electoral  divisions,  and  in  some  cases  seen  the  able-bodied  men,  and 
explained  to  them  the  necessity  of  subsisting  themselves  and  applying  for  work  to 
the  surrounding  gentry  and  farmers.  On  the  whole  it  was  quietly  received,  and  I 
hope  that  a great  number  will  obtain  employment  should  the  weather  remain 
open. 

I have  visited  the  chairman,  vice-chairman,  and  some  of  the  influential  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  who  have  kindly  promised  me  every  assistance  in 
their  power,  and  have  approved  of  my  arrangements,  placing  all  at  my  disposal. 

I have  called  in  all  the  working  implements  from  the  several  electoral  divisions, 
and  stored  them  in  the  workhouse,  giving  it  to  he  understood  that  I have  provided 
accommodation  and  plenty  of  work  in  the  quarries  on  the  workhouse  grounds  for 
all  who  apply.  ‘ 

No  applications  will  be  made  until  after  to-morrow,  when  I hope  to  be  able  to 
offer  accommodation  to  full  300  should  they  appear,  but  very  many  told  me  it 
would  go  very  hard  with  them  ere  they  would  come  into  the  house. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March,  21,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  16th  instant,  relative  to  the  cessation  of  out-door  relief  in  Kells 

2 O 
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Union,  and  I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  approval  of  the  steps  you  have 
taken  in  reference  thereto. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  glad  to  receive  an  early  report  from  you  regarding 
the  further  applications  for  relief. 


Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  19,  1848. 

In  continuation  of  my  report  of  the  16th  instant,  on  my  proceedings 
of  the  week  past,  I have  to  state  that  my  time  has  been  principally  occupied 
in  trying  to  provide  accommodation  to  meet  any  pressure  consequent  on  the  stop- 
page of  the  out-door  relief.  I have,  where  practicable,  rode  through  some  divisions, 
and  seen  the  able-bodied,  exhorting  them  to  do  their  utmost  to  obtain  employment, 
pointing  out  the  only  thing  that  awaited  them,  coming  into  the  workhouse.  All 
appear  anxious  for  the  former,  could  they  get  it ; but  invariably  expressed  a deter- 
mination not  to  come  into  the  house  even  in  extremities. 

The  weather  has  been  much  against  them,  and  there  is,  I fear,  a great  deal  of 
suffering  among  them ; each  of  the  relieving  officers  had  written  instructions  to 
explain  that  they  could  henceforth  receive  no  out-door  relief,  but  that  they  must 
bring  their  families  into  the  house  if  they  could  not  obtain  employment ; notwith- 
standing this,  scarce  one  but  the  hea.ls  of  families  (male),  appeared  before  the 
Guardians  yesterday,  and  that  without  a view  of  coming  in,  but  to  get  relief  at 
home.  The  impossibility  of  this  mode  was  pointed  out,  and  when  directed  to  go 
for  their  wives  and  children,  the  general  cry  was,  they  were  so  reduced  by  hunger 
that  they  could  not  come  in.  Carriage  was  ordered  for  them,  but  as  many  had 
come  distances  of  six.  and  seven  miles  it  was  managed  by  private  donation,  to  give 
each  applicant  a supply  of  bread  sufficient  to  subsist  their  whole  families  until 
Monday,  when  they  are  to  bring  them  in. 

I regret  to  state  that  our  meeting  was  not  of  that  peaceful  description  it  ordi- 
narily is ; a strong  feeling  among  the  members  of  the  Board  of  dissatisfaction 
prevailed  on  the  subject  of  stopping  the  out-door  relief,  kept  only  in  subjection  by 
the  more  discreet  part  of  the  community ; which  however  was  finished  in  a reso- 
lution almost  unanimously  carried,  that  a deputation  should  be  intrusted  to  lay 
their  views  on  the  subject  before  you  on  to-morrow.  Of  this  I have  treated  in  a 
separate  letter. 

In  making  arrangements  for  meeting  the  expected  application  of  persons  to  be 
admitted  into  the  house,  I have  been  much  disappointed  at  the  result  of  the  room 
given  us.  By  carrying  out  your  warrant  of  the  14th  instant,  by  the  first  return 
of  the  master,  and  which  from  the  urgency  of  the  case  I have  employed  this  day 
in  scrutinizing,  I had  hoped  to  have  obtained  60  to  70  vacancies ; but  when 
entered  into,  and  each  applicant  separately  questioned,  only  12  in  the  whole 
came  under  the  meaning  oi  the  Act ; still  I have  hope  that  if  the  people  out  doors 
are  left  to  themselves,  I shall  be  enabled  to  meet  the  demand  for  admittance,  I 
hope  by  arrangement  with  the  medical  officers  of  the  house,  and  of  the  fever  hos- 
pital— who  have  also  the  control  of  the  county  hospital — to  clear  the  newly-erected 
sheds,  and  apply  them  to  the  reception  of  able-bodied  claimants.  Nothing  shall 
he  left  undone  by  me  to  meet  the  urgency  of  the  case.  The  people,  if  left  to 
themselves,  will  not  press  us ; but  should  they  be  misguided  by  others,  of  course 
we  could  not  meet  the  press. 

In  going  through  the  country  I am  credibly  informed  that  potato  planting  will 
be  carried  out  to  a very  large  extent,  and  that  great  quantities  of  that  root  are 
secreted,  and  the  planting  done  by  stealth;  wherever  I have  seen  manure  being 
removed  out  of  the  houses,  I have  questioned  as  to  its  application,  and  invariably 
the  reply  has  been,  for  the  purpose  of  planting  potatoes ; and  have  been  assured 
that  the  result  of  last  year  leads  to  a hope  of  a plentiful  croo  this. 

My  strong  conviction  is,  that  labour  will  be  in  abundance" shortly ; and  in  every 
instance  the  reply  to  my  question,  of  whether,  if  those  who  are  in  a position  to 
give  employ  (not  taking  into  consideration  their  holding  land  without  possessing 
the  means),  would  do  so — the  demand  for  labour  would  be  absorbed — has  invariably 
been  certainly ; but  employment  will  not  be  given. 

The  last  week’s  collection  of  rates  has  been  very  satisfactory  ; and  by  continuing 
to  coerce  the  collectors,  I hope  shortly  to  reduce  the  amount  of  uncollected  rate. 

In  conclusion  I am  happy  to  state  that  the  in-door  authorities  of  the  house  have 
manifested  every  anxiety  to  assist  me  in  carrying  out  your  views  on  the  present 
emergency,  and  have  in  no  instance  thrown  any  impediment  in  the  way. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  21,  1S48.  Kells  Union. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
two  reports  of  the  19th  instant,  relating  to  the  discontinuance  of  out-door  relief  to 
able-bodied  men  in  Kells  Union;  and.  I am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the 
Commissioners  have  seen  a deputation  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the 
subject,  and  have  communicated  to  them  the  intention  of  the  Commissioners  not 
to  alter  the  existing  order  until  on  a further  representation,  it  should  appear  to 
be  absolutely  necessary. 

rl  he  Commissioners  further  informed  the  deputation  that  they  deemed  it  desira- 
ble that  all  the  aged  and  infirm  inmates  of  the  workhouse  should  receive  out-door 
allowances  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  find  lodging  for  themselves,  as  well  as  food, 
if  they  have  no  relations  or  friends  willing  to  receive  them. 

When  this  class  of  inmates  has  been  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  list,  and  has 
left  the  workhouse,  the  Commissioners  trust  that  there  will  be  sufficient  accommo- 
dation in  the  workhouse  for  the  relief  of  destitute  able-bodied  men. 

The  Commissioners  understand  from  the  deputation  that  there  will  be  69 
vacancies  in  the  workhouse  this  day ; so,  under  any  circumstances,  the  Commis- 
sioners would  deem  it  premature  to  have  issued  yesterday  an  order  authorizing  out- 
door relief  to  able-bodied  men. 

f!  he  Commissioners  will  feel  obliged  by  a further  report  from  you  regarding  the 
accommodation  in  the  workhouse. 


Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  20,  1848. 

I beg  to  forward  the  enclosed  from  Captain  Robinson,  one  of  the  Poor 
Law  Guardians  of  this  Union,  addressed  to  me  on  the  subject  of  the  wish  of  some 
to  restore  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied.  This  gentleman  was  opposed  to  the 
resolution  passed  and  to  the  deputation  being  appointed. 

I expressly  pointed  out  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  that  under  any  circumstance 
out-door  relief  could  not  be  granted  with  so  much  room  in  their  house ; and  I have 
been  with  the  Vice-Chairman  to-day,  and  other  members,  making  arrangements. 
I have  a house  in  view  which  I hope  will  answer  for  the  purpose  of  removing  all 
the  small  children  of  both  sexes  into,  with  their  keepers,  steady  old  people  who, 
have  no  wish  to  leave  the  house.  This  will  give  me  two  wards  at  present  occupied 
by  them,  and  will  sleep  about  40  persons.  I have  arranged  with  the  medical 
officers  of  the  house  and  fever  hospital — the  latter  having  the  county  hospital 
(nearly  empty)  under  his  control — to  remove  the  patients  out  of  the  new  sheds 
entirely,  by  which,  after  they  are  cleansed  and  disinfected  under  the  medical 
officers,  I shall  have  full  room  for  80  on  each  side.  I have  sent  20  children  this 
day  to  the  female  school  (branch  house),  and  shall  in  two  or  three  days  have  full 
sleeping  room  for  upwards  of  100  more  : this,  with  the  few  vacancies  now  in  the 
main  building,  will  enable  me  to  give  admission  to  a large  amount,  say  300  to  330, 
without  crowding.  I have  seen  many  men  in  my  ride  to-day  ; but  in  no  instance 
have  I been  able  to  prevail  on  one  to  come  into  the  house.  To  talk  of  out-door 
relief  with  this  state  of  things  would  be  folly ; if  the  poor  are  left  to  themselves  we 
shall  not  have  much  trouble. 

Enclosure. 

Captain  Robinson  to  Captain  Dent. 

I am  very  anxious  to  see  you  on  the  subject  of  the  attempt  which  is  now  being  made  to 
deieat  the  workhouse  test,  and  I am  persuaded  that  if  now  successful  we  shall  have  out-door 
relief  for  ever.  I write  to-day  (and  somewhat  hastily),  as  the  deputation  will  go  to  Dublin 
to-inorrow  ; and  I wish  very  much  you  would,  without  delay,  find  out  privately  the  feeling  of 
the  Commissioners  on  the  subject.  They  are  about  being  urged  to  do  an  act  not  only  (I  think) 
highly  imprudent,  but  manifestly  illegal.  The  Act  gives  them  authority  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  and  the  law  provides  in  the  amendment  that  out-door  relief  shall  not  be 
given  whilst  there  is  room  in  the  house.  Now  if  they  be  prevailed  upon  to  give  the  order,  with 
room  for  200  in  the  house,  would  it  not  be  competent  for  me  or  any  other  rate-payer  to  put  a 
14  days’  notice  on  the  books,  to  appeal  against  the  rate  as  levied  for,  and  applied  to,  an  illegal 
purpose.  I should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  incumber  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners, °or 
plague  them  (dear  knows  they  are  harassed  enough,  and  are  doing  their  very  best) ; but  I feel 
so  strongly  on  this  point  that  I cannot  make  up  my  mind  to  submit  to  this  measure,  if  the  Com- 
missioners should  be  once  persuaded  to  accede  to  it.  They  ought  to  know,  moreover,  that  the 
feeling  in  its  favour  is  not  unanimous. 
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The  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  Commissioners. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Kells  Union  take  leave  most  respectfully 
to  bring  the  following  facts  under  tlie  immediate  notice  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners : — 

An  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  was,  on  the  urgent  and  repeated 
application  of  the  Board,  granted  to  us,  to  continue  in  force  till  the  14th  of  March. 
It  has  now  expired,  and  the  Board  most  earnestly  press  upon  the  Commissioners 
the  necessity  for  its  immediate  renewal. 

Destitution  to  a large  extent  is  still  fearfully  apparent  to  every  member  of  the 
Board  connected  with  those  electoral  divisions,  in  which  it  has  been  found  necessary 
to  have  recourse  to  out-door  relief  for  the  labourer ; and  even  since  the  stoppage  of 
the  order,  and  during  the  day  or  two  which  have  just  elapsed,  enough  has  appeared 
to  lead  us  to  the  conclusion  that  it  will  not  be  safe  or  prudent  not  at  once  to 
resume  it.  We  are  perfectly  convinced  that  it  will  be  utterly  impracticable  for 
those  dismissed  labourers  to  find  employment  in  any  legitimate  way,  and  that 
beggary,  accompanied  by  threats,  thefts,  or  starvation,  must  be  the  results  of  their 
dismissal. 

We  have  come  to  this  conclusion  after  a very  long  and  careful  examination  of 
our  relieving  ollicers;  having  looked  into  the  condition,  separately,  of  every 
electoral  division  in  which  such  relief  was  granted. 

We  are  happy  to  state  that  in  most  ol  them  we  find  the  number  of  persons 
engaged  in  stone-breaking  gradually  diminishing,  and  the  labourers  partially 
finding  employment  for  themselves  of  a profitable  character.  Our  relieving 
officers  state  to  us,  unanimously,  that  no  person  now  engaged  on  their  works 
would  willingly  remain  on  them  another  day,  receiving  as  they  do  a scanty  pro- 
vision, in  place  of  wages  from  ordinary  employers.  Even  sixpence  a day  has  been 
named  to  us  as  a sufficient  inducement  to  withdraw  them  from  seeking  public 
support,  aud  we  are  likewise  fully  under  the  impression  that  they  will  remain  for 
the  present  totally  unemployed  should  their  actual  allowance  be  withdrawn. 

We  beg  to  refer  the  Commissioners  to  statements  to  this  effect  from  each  of 
our  relieving  officers,  which  we  trust  will  convince  the  Commissioners,  as  they 
have  us,  of  the  lull  sufficiency  of  the  double  test  which  accompanies  oUt-door  relief 
to  the  able-bodied — inadequate  wages  and  disagreeable  employment. 

It  appears  that  in  the  electoral  division  of  Kilskeer,  48  persons  only  are  now  re- 
ceiving employment  at  stone-breaking,  SO  having  been  engaged  at  it  on  the  com- 
mencement of  the  works.  We  have  this  day  received  a deputation  from  that 
electoral  division,  stating  the  absolute  necessity  of  those  48  being  continued  for 
the  moment,  as  they  can  find  no  other  work,  however  willing  they  may  be  and  are 
to  accept  any  that  would  be  proposed  to  them. 

In  the  electoral  division  of  Burry  19  persons  only  are  now  at  work,  31  having 
been  on  the  work  when  it  commenced ; the  others  have  been  gradually  absorbed  in 
the  labour-market — and  the  others  would  willingly  leave  their  present  occupation 
if  they  could  do  so. 

In  the  electoral  division  of  Dulane,  26  were  at  work  on  the  stoppage  of  the 
works  ; at  one  time  it  was  found  necessary  to  find  employment  for  51.  These  26 
would  willingly  get  other  work,  but  many  of  them  are  old  and  infirm  labourers, 
and  cannot  get  employment 

In  Kells,  75  persons  were  in  employment  at  the  termination  of  the  order  ; at 
one  time  130  persons  were  on  public  work.  The  difference  between  the  two 
numbers  has  evidently  been  absorbed  ; there  is  no  work  at  present  for  the  75,  who 
are,  many  of  them,  only  nominally  able-bodied  men,  and  who  look  at  stone- 
breaking for  rations,  us  the  most  miserable  employment  for  the  most  miserable 
recompense. 

Tlie  same  observations  apply  to  the  electoral  divisions  of  Nobber  and  Mullagh ; 
and  we  receive  from  both  the  same  statement  of  the  dangerous  and  deplorable 
consequences  which  will  result  from  this  sudden  and  unexpected  abandonment  of 
public  work. 

In  one  electoral  division  alone,  te.  that  of  Kilbeg,  has  the  number  of  those 
employed  by  us  continued  to  increase  to  the  last  moment.  In  it  the  excessive  and 
increasing  poverty  of  a district  containing  several  very  small  farms,  attached  to  a 
very  poor  and  neglected  town,  will  account  for  the  increase.  No  employment  is 
afforded  by  the  chief  landowners,  and  the  destitution,  if  not  relieved  by  public 
works,  will  leave  70  fearfully  impoverished  labourers  in  a state  of  starvation. 
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We  conclude  by  again  urgently  requesting  the  renewal  of  the  order,  empowering  Kells  Union, 
us  to  continue  for  the  present  out-door  relief.  3 — 


Office  Memorandum  on  the  foregoing  Paper  : — March  21,  1848. 

This  paper  was  left  by  the  deputation,  consisting  of  the  Marquess  of 
Headfort,  Sir  M.  Chapman,  and  an  elected  Guardian. 

Mr.  Twistleton  informed  the  deputation  that  he  deemed  it.  desirable  that  all  the 
aged  and  infirm  inmates  of  the  workhouse  should  receive  out-door  allowances 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  find  lodging  for  themselves  as  well  as  food,  if  they 
have  no  relations  or  friends  willing  to  receive  them,  in  order  to  make  room  for 
able-bodied  and  their  families  to  the  utmost  practicable  extent. 

He  declined  until  this  was  done,  and  shown  to  be  unavailing  for  relief  of  the 
able-bodied,  to  alter  the  present  order. 


Observations  of  Captain  Huband,  Inspector,  on  the  foregoing  Paper: — 
March  23,  1848. 

I have  read  the  paper  handed  to  Mr.  Twisleton.  My  opinion  has  not  been 
altered  by  reading  it.  I should  not  recommend  any  proceeding  until  the  workhouse 
be  filled.  Statements  as  strong  as  those  in  the  paper  have  been  made  before  by 
Baltinglass,  Naas,  Trim,  Drogheda,  Navan,  &c.  They  did  not  get  any  order  for 
out-door  relief,  with  the  exception  of  Naas,  and  that  was  not  acted  upon.  What 
became  of  those  persons  who  were  represented  to  be  so  destitute  ? 

There  are  but  two  Unions  in  my  district  where  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
has  been  given.  It  always  was  and  is  my  opinion  that  the  delay  of  the  Guardians 
of  these  Unions  to  provide  workhouse  accommodation  was  the  cause  why  such 
orders  became  necessary. 

The  labouring  people  must  seek  for  employment  upon  the  farms.  The  work- 
house  accommodation  of  Kells  Union  will  he,  in  my  opinion,  adequate  for  the 
reception  of  those  persons  who  cannot  get  employment. 


Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners: — March  23,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  contained  in  your  letter  21st,  desiring 
me  to  report  further  on  the  accommodation  in  this  workhouse,  I beg  to  state,  that 
in  consequence  of  having  finished  the  alterations  in  the  branch  house,  cleared  the 
new  sheds  at  the  workhouse,  and  appropriated  the  two  wards  used  heretofore  for 
small  children  as  a day-room,  together  with  the  number  which  the  master  and 
matron  have  reported  vacant  in  the  body  of  the  house,  there  will  be  vacancies  for 
upwards  of  300  on  Saturday  morning.  My  firm  conviction  is,  that  scarcely  any  of 
the  able-bodied  will  apply  with  the  intention  of  coming  into  the  house,  but  may, 
as  last  Saturday,  appear  the  head  of  the  family  only  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
a temporary  supply  to  take  home  with  them.  To  obviate  this  as  much  as  possible, 
I have  issued  a memorandum  to  the  respective  relieving  officers,  a copy  of  which 
is  appended  to  this ; if  they  still  persist  in  coming  singly  they  must  stand  the 
consequence.  ' 

I have  accompanied  the  Marquess  of  Headford  through  the  two  houses  to-day, 
who  is  pleased  to  approve  of  the  arrangements. 

The  weather  has  been  greatly  against  employment,  but  I am  credibly  informed 
that  not  above  12  of  the  number  who  at  times  of  the  day  infest  Kells-street  are 
really  unemployed,  but  that  the  plan  is,  at  meal  hours,  &c.,  to  make  a ' show,  and 
carry  the  appearance  of  destitution;  some  there  are,  no  doubt,  unable,  but  it  is  an 
extraordinary  fact,  that  not  one  able-bodied  person  came  into  the  house  last  week, 
though  those  said  to  be  starvingly  destitute,  and  were  relieved  temporarily, 
promised. 

I shall  report  further  as  necessary. 

Enclosuue. 

Sir. 

As  there  is  room  in  the  workhouse  for  some  hundred  persons,  I request  you  will  make 
jt  known  among  the  able-bodied  poor  seeking  relief  in  your  district,  and  that  it  is  quite  impos- 
sible to  give  them  relief  out  of  it. 
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You  will  also  impress  on  them  that  it  will  be  useless  their  appearing  at  (he  workhouse 
without  their  families,  as  they  will  get  no  assistance  afforded  them ; if  they  persist  in  dome 
this,  they  will  have  themselves  alone  to  blame. 

There  may  be  instances  where,  from  illness,  weakness,  or  other  cause,  the  poor  may  be 
unable  to  walk  so  far;  in  such  cases  you  are  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  (on 
Saturday  last)  to  hire  conveyance  to  bring  them  in;  but  you  will  be  held  strictly  responsible 
for  incurring  any  unnecessary  expense,  which  will  only  add  to  the  burthens  of  the  rate-payers. 

Dated  at  Kells,  March  23,  1848. 

C.  C.  Dent,  Government  Inspector . 

The  Relieving  Officer,  District. 

You  will  please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  by  hearer. 


Captain  Dent  to  the  Commissioners: — March  26,  1S48. 

In  continuation  of  the  report  of  my  proceedings  contained  in  my  letter  of 
the  23rd  instant,  I have  to  state  that  all  my  arrangements  were  completed  on 
Friday,  when,  with  the  medical  officers  of  the  workhouse  and  fever  hospital,  I 
inspected  the  additional  accommodation  provided  in  the  branch  house,  and 
received  their  unqualified  approval  of  all  that  had  been  done ; and  I was  enabled 
on  the  opening  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  show  to  them  that  they  then  had 
vacancies  for  at  least  320  persons  without  any  crowding.  As  I anticipated,  not 
an  able-bodied  person  with  his  family  presented  themselves — those  who  appeared 
before  the  Board  being  of  the  usual  description — until  the  close  of  the  day,  when 
a large  number  of  able-bodied  men  came  in  a body  and  claimed  relief,  not  one 
having  wife  or  family  with  them,  on  their  plea  of  being  in  a starving  state.  The 
Board  resolved  to  admit  provisionally  until  Monday,  when  they  were  to  be 
permitted  to  go  for  their  families.  As  they  were  getting  noisy  some  unauthorized 
person  sent  for  the  police,  who  were  speedily  on  the  spot ; but  as  there  were  none 
of  the  magistrates,  or  indeed  any  of  the  Guardians  remaining,  and  not  anticipating 
any  disturbance,  I requested  their  officer  to  withdraw  them,  remaining  myself  until 
the  whole  (about  100  men  and  a few  women)  were  admitted  and  lodged  in  the 
probationary  wards,  when  having  visited  and  spoken  to  them  in  person,  given  the 
necessary  directions  for  the  distribution  of  food  to  them,  I about  six  o’clock  returned 
to  my  own  house.  About  seven  or  after,  as  I anticipated,  they  left  the  house  in  a 
body,  complaining  that  beds  were  not  provided  for  them — a mere  excuse — and 
came  in  great  force,  joined  by  many  who  were  attending  the  market,  in  front  of 
my  residence,  causing  much  alarm  to  the  inmates.  I went  out,  got  the  assistance 
of  the  police  to  clear  the  front  of  the  house  to  relieve  the  anxiety  of  my  family, 
and  went  among  them.  No  attempts  at  violence  were  made,  though  they  had 
misled  one  of  their  priests  present  with  the  idea  that  they  had  had  no  food,  when 
every  one  had,  under  my  directions,  received  full  day’s  rations.  I then  returned  to 
the  workhouse,  they  not  following,  but  I believe  quietly  dispersing ; as  an  hour 
after,  on  my  return,  I saw  nothing  of  them.  I hope  to  report  further  steps  being 
taken  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  this.  There  is  a determination  against  coming 
into  the  house,  though  the  Guardians  caused  a resolution  to  be  entered  on  then- 
books,  and  gave  directions  to  have  it  extensively  circulated  by  the  relieving  officers, 
that  if  they  will  lock  up  their  cabins  and  come  into  the  house  they,  the  Board, 
will  prosecute  any  illegal  interference  during  their  absence.  The  reports  of  those 
officers  were  that  some  were  getting  employment,  but  that  many  are  unemployed. 
They  appear  determined  to  try  and  force  the  out-door  relief;  and  I feel  myself 
fully  justified  in  stating  my  suspicions  that  there  are  those  behind  the  scenes  who 
from  interested  motives  disgraceful  to  themselves — are  encouraging  these  ideas. 
On  my  way  to  the  workhouse  in  the  evening,  when  near  the  gate,  I heard  a great 
shouting  and  noise,  and  found  it  arose  from  some  persons  on  their  return  from 
market  had  overtaken  the  party  who  conveyed  the  milk  for  the  use  of  the  house, 
and  commenced  an  assault  on  them ; kicking  the  milk  over,  breaking  the  tins  it 
was  in,  and  assaulting  the  carriers,  who  manfully  resisted,  and  succeeded  in  cap- 
turing the  principal  aggressor,  who  was  locked  up  until  the  police  took  charge  of 
him,  and  he  is  now  in  their  custody  to  be  brought  before  the  magistrates  to- 
morrow. I find  he  is  a member  of  a family,  the  father  holding  some  30  acres 
of  land,  who  are  noted  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Moynalty  for  their  bad  habits ; 
more  than  one,  I believe,  having  been  sent  out  of  the  country.  I have  written 
to  some  of  the  magistrates  of  that  division  to  beg  their  attendance,  in  order  that 
he  may  not  escape  for  want  of  persons  being  on  the  bench.  I shall  watch  the 
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proceedings,  and  report  further  on  it.  This  town  is  in  a sad  state  from  want 
oi  some  magistrate  or  responsible  person  residing  in  it.  The  Vagrant  Act  is 
scarce  ever  put  in  force,  because  they  hare  no  magistrate  nearer  than  a mile  from 
the  town,  and  he  at  present  absent.  I have  myself  been  obliged  to  send  for  my 
car,  leave  the  workhouse,  and  go  out  to  this  magistrate  in  order  that  a known 
character  should  not  escape. 

I have  visited  through  the  country  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  it,  calling  on  the 
gentry  to  know  from  them.  While  many  are  doing  their  duty  by  the  poor 
labourer,  there  are  very  many  who,  if  not  shirking  it  altogether,  give  employ 
in  such  a way  as  scarce  to  relieve  the  individual  distress.  I questioned  two  or 
three  of  the  farmer  Guardians,  and  simply  asked  that  if  those  who  were  living 
on  the  land  who  were  able  and  ought  to  give  work  (I  excluded  landholders  who 
were  known  to  be  in  destitute  circumstances,  though  perhaps  holding  good  farms) 
were  to  do  so— if  that  would  absorb  the  able-bodied  now  seeking  employment— 
the  invariable  answer  was,  “ certainly  it  would.” 

I hope  the  weather  will  do  much  for  us  during  the  next  week. 

March  27,  1848. 

I have  been  unable  to  close  my  report  until  now.  This  day  has  been  passed 
by  me  at  the  workhouse  and  attending  the  petty  sessions  to  watch  the  pro- 
ceedings against  defaulters  of  rates,  &c. ; and  also  with  a view  of  proceeding  against 
the  collector  of  the  Dulane  division,  in  accordance  with  a resolution  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  that  he  should  be  summoned  and  fined  for  neglect.  This  summons 
I find  was  not  issued,  and  I have  to  inquire  into  the  cause.  With  respect  to  the 
assault  committed  on  Saturday  night,  I have  bad  the  greatest  difficulty  in  bringing 
it  home.  The  principal  persons  who  had  declared  to  me  that  they  could  swear  to 
the  man,  when  brought  before  the  magistrates  declined  swearing  to  it;  and 
once  the  case  was  dismissed,  with  a severe  admonition  to  these  parties,  that  had 
evidently  been  tampered  with : feeling  the  importance  of  substantiating  a charge, 
having  once  made  it,  and  also  in  the  present  state  of  things  in  this  neighbourhood, 
seeing  what  a sort  of  license  such  failure  would  give,  I,  on  further  inquiry,  found 
a boy  who  had  been  severely  bruised  and  ill-used  by  the  man  charged,  and  had  his 
depositions  taken,  and  a warrant  issued  for  his  being  again  apprehended,  he 
having  been  released  yesterday  by  a magistrate  on  the  boy’s  refusing  to  take  the 
oath  as  to  person. 

Fever  and  sickness  generally  are,  I am  happy  to  say,  on  the  decrease. 

The  town  has  not  been  so  much  infested  to-day,  and  I am  in  hopes  that 
employment  is  being  given  on  a more  extended  scale.  Saturday’s  market  was  the 
largest  known  for  a very  long  time.  Potatoes  (seed)  were  in  abundance,  and 
quantities  are  being  brought  out  that  were  not  known  or  believed  to  be  in  the 
country.  It  is  said  that  the  planting  of  this  root  will  be  on  a large  scale  in  this 
neighbourhood. 

I cannot  conclude  without  referring  to  a former  report  on  the  master  and 
matron’s  efficiency,  and  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  during  this  trying 
emergency  they  have  exerted  themselves  very  much,  and  to  my  entire  satisfaction, 
meeting  my  views  and  wishes  on  all  points ; and  I do  trust  that  ere  long  the  state 
of  the  house  will  be  such  as  it  ought  to  he. 


Resolution  referred  to  in  foregoing. 

Extract  from  Guardians'  Minutes,  March  25,  1848. 

Resolved  That  the  relieving  officers  be  instructed  to  acquaint  persons  having  cottages  and 
claiming  in-door  relief  that,  in  the  event  of  any  illegal  interference  with  the  possession  of  the 
premises,  by  forcible  entry,  &c.,  steps  will  be  taken  by  informations  before  the  next  bench  of 
justices  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  person  so  interfered  with. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  30,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  26th  inst.,  and  I am  to  express  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners 
with  the  successful  result  of  your  exertions  to  have  accommodation  provided  to 
meet  the  pressure  of  able-bodied  applicants  for  relief. 


Kells  Union. 
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■Kells  Union.  It  appears  to  the  Commissioners  that  the  steps  which  you  have  taken  for  this 
purpose  were  most  judicious,  and  they  much  approve  your  perseverance  in 
endeavouring  to  have  the  parties  who  have  resorted  to  violence  brought  to  punish* 
ment. 

In  reference  to  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Guardians  in  reference  to  illegal 
interference  with  the  possession  of  cottages  in  the  event  of  their  occupiers  coming 
into  the  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  entirely  approve  the 
disposition  exhibited  by  the  Guardians  to  protect  poor  persons  receiving  relief 
from  outrages  of  the  nature  described ; and  the  Commissioners  request  that  any 
such  occurrences  may  he  specially  and  immediately  reported. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


289 


CLIFDEN  UNION. 


Clifden  Union. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners: — February  9,  1848. 

I think  the  time  has  arrived  when  relief  should  be  given  to  this  Union 
in  aid  of  rates. 

I have  been  satisfied,  from  what  I witnessed  myself  this  day  in  the  electoral 
division  of  Ballindoon,  and  from  reports  of  cases  of  starvation  made  to  me 
from  various  quarters,  that  the  extent  of  the  distress  is  too  great  to  be  met 
without  assistance. 

The  responsibility  rests  in  a great  measure  on  me,  and  I cannot  withhold  my 
certificate  that  relief  should  be  given  at  once  from  the  funds  of  the  British 
Relief  Association.  The  relieving  officers  have  informed  me  that  they  are 
unable  to  discharge  their  duties  without  assistance. 

I shall  make  more  accurate  inquiries  in  reference  thereto,  and  report 
thereon. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — February  12,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  9th  instant,  relating  to  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  Clifden 
Union ; and,  in  reply,  I am  to  refer  you  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the 
10th  instant.  I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 

place  on  record  a specific  report  on  the  following  points,  viz. : 

1st.  What  is  the  sum  total  of  the  poor-rates  paid  in  Clifden  Union  since  you 
were  appointed  Inspector  of  the  Union,  and  to  how  many  shillings  in  the  pound 
on  the  net  annual  value  does  it  amount  ? 

2nd.  What  is  the  obstacle  to  the  rates  being  collected  ? Is  it  that  there  is 
negligence  or  dishonesty  in  collectors  or  rate-payers  ? Is  it  that  the  crops 
have  failed  ? Are  the  means  of  the  proprietors  and  occupiers  exhausted ; and, 
if  so,  how  is  this  proved  ? 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Deane  : — February  17,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
circumstance  that  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers  of  the  Clifden  Union 
were  not  made  up  and  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  their  recent 
meetings. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  it  appears  to  the  Commissioners  that  the 
relieving  officers’  districts  are  too  extensive  to  admit  of  their  efficiently  dis- 
charging their  duties. 

The  Commissioners  consider  that  each  relieving  officer  should  have  a district 
of  such  extent  as  will  enable  him  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  the  office 
efficiently,  and  not  so  large  that  the  Guardians  cannot  reasonably  hold  him 
responsible  for  the  due  discharge  of  his  duties. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  you  should  bring  this  subject  under  the 
early  attention 'of  the  Vice-Guardians,  with  a view  to  the  relief  districts  of 
the  Clifden  Union  being  remodelled. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  15,  1848. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions  I have  been  acting  as  one  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  of  this  Union,  and  transacted,  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
M’Kinstrey,  the  routine  business  at  the  Board  on  Monday. 

The  collection  for  the  week  amounted  to  209Z. 

W e are  directing  our  best  attention  to  the  reform  of  the  many  abuses  which 
have  been  so  long  allowed  to  exist  in  the  workhouse,  and  feel  that,  without  a 
change  of  officers,  it  will  be  idle  to  affect  it. 

I would  suggest  the  necessity  and  importance  of  a master  and  matron  being 
sent  here,  who  have  had  some  previous  experience  in  the  management  of -a 
workhouse,  and,  if  possible,  a married  couple. 

2 P 
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A contractor  has  "been  declared  for  executing  the  necessary  repairs  of  the 
house,  and  keeping  it  so  for  12  months. 

I have  had  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  assistance  in  his  inspection  of  the 
workhouse  to-day,  and  shall,  in  another  report,  lay  before  you  some  suggestions 
for  the  improvement  of  its  internal  arrangements,  which  occur  to  me  to  be 
desirable. 

I am  requested  by  Mr.  M‘Kinstrey  to  express  his  opinion  as  to  the  importance 
of  taking  some  land  adjoining  and  immediately  fronting  the  workhouse,  with 
the  view  of  employing  the  able-bodied  in  the  workhouse  in  tilling  and  sowing 
it.  There  are  eight  acres  which  I understand  can  be  easily  and  cheaply 
obtained ; and  I consider  it  would  be  highly  desirable  and  advantageous  to  the 
interests  of  the  Union  to  have  the  land  in  the  possession  of  the  Vice-Guardians, 
from  which  a crop  may  be  raised  for  the  use  of  the  paupers. 

I shall  feel  obliged  for  your  instructions  on  this  point. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  17,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  will  make  inquiries  with  a view  to  ascertaining 
whether  there  are  any  competent  persons  whom  they  could  recommend  to  be 
appointed  master  and  matron  of  the  workhouse,  but  the  Vice-Guardians  must 
not  rely  upon  the  Commissioners  for  obtaining  the  services  of  qualified  persons 
for  those  offices,  and  they  should  lose  no  time  in  advertising  for  candidates  in 
the  usual  manner. 

With  regard  to  the  plot  of  ground  in  front  of  the  workhouse  to  which  you 
refer,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  object  to  the  Vice-Guardians 
occupying  the  quantity  of  ground  which  they  are  authorized  to  take  by  the 
35th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  and  the  20th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Extension  Act.  You  will  be  good  enough  to  report  the  terms  upon 
which  the  land  referred  to  may  be  obtained. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  15,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  12th  instant,  requesting  me  to  place  on  record  a specific  report  in 
relation  to  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  Ciifden  Union,  and  directing  my 
attention  to  the  supplying  information  upon  the  following  points  : — 

1st.  What  is  the  sum  total  of  the  poor-rates  paid  in  the  Ciifden  Union  since 
I was  appointed  Inspector,  and  to  how  many  shillings  in  the  pound  it  amounts 
to  on  the  net  annual  value  ? The  amount  collected  in  the  several  electoral 
divisions  is  as  follows : — 

Ciifden.  Ballindoon. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Rate  current 

674 

6 

6 

Rate  current  . .490 

8 

3 

Rate  collected  . 

419 

8 

1 

Rate  collected  . . 346 

4 

10 

Renvyle. 

Roundstone. 

Rate  current  . • 

662 

10 

'8 

Rate  current  . . 1083 

13 

0 

Rate  collected  . 

362 

5 

3 

Rate  collected  . . 472 

5 

1 

making  a total  collected  in  the  four  electoral  divisions  since  my  arrival  in 
Ciifden  of  16001 3s.  3d.  The  warrant  for  the  collector  of  the  Ciifden  electoral 
division  had  been  signed  previous  to  my  taking  charge  of  the  Union,  and 
1721  18s.  4 d.  had  been  collected.  This  sum  added  to  the  sum  of  1600/.  3s.  3d 
will  show  the  total  amount  collected,  viz. : — 

£.  s.  d. 

. . 1,600  3 3 

172  18  4 


1,773  1 7 


The  amount  16007.  3s.  3d.  being  collected  since  my  arrival  in  Ciifden  will 
amount  on  the  net  annual  value  (22,42 61.  13s.)  to  Is.  5 id.  in  the  pound. 
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Proceedings  have  been  taken  against  several  defaulting  rate-payers  in  the 
several  electoral  divisions,  and  tlie  Vice-Guardians  are  led  to  believe  that  the 
parties  proceeded  against  will  come  in  and  settle  their  rates. 

2ndly.  What  is  the  obstacle  to  the  rates  being  collected  ? Is  it  that  there 
is  negligence  or  dishonesty  in  the  collectors  or  rate-payers  ? Is  it  that  the  crops 
have  failed  ? Are  the  means  of  the  proprietors  and  occupiers  exhausted?  and 
if  so,  how  is  this  proved  ? 

I conceive,  that  taking  into  consideration  tlie  circumstances  of  the  landed 
proprietors  of  this  Union,  that  the  collection  has  not  been  at  all  deficient. 
Several  of  the  rate-payers  who  have  contributed  to  the  rate  are  themselves  fit 
objects  for  out-door  relief,  and  will  shortly  have  to  be  relieved.  The  greater 
part  of  the  property  in  this  district  is  mortgaged,  in  many  instances  to  its  full 
value ; and  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  rents  causes  tlie  collection  of  the 
rates  from  the  gentry  to  be  a matter  of  considerable  difficulty.  I cannot, 
upon  the  whole,  attribute  negligence  to  the  collectors ; tlie  default  is  with  the 
rate-payers,  and  not  witli  them.  I have  constantly  had  brought  before  me  the 
names  of  parties  whom  the  collectors  have  not  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  rates 
from,  and  in  all  cases  I have  recommended  and  directed  them  to  exercise  their 
undoubted  powers  for  the  recovery  of  the  same ; and  I have  not  failed  to  urge 
the  late  Board  of  Guardians  to  insist  on  the  payment  of  the  amounts  due.  You 
will  perceive,  on  reference  to  the  last  minutes,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  at  my 
recommendation  have  applied  to  you  for  permission  to  proceed  against  some  of 
those  owing  large  sums  in  the  superior  courts.  You  may  depend  on  my  most 
anxious  and  zealous  attention  being  directed  to  the  vigorous  and  determined 
collection  of  the  rates  in  the  Union,  and  I feel  satisfied  that  I shall  receive  from 
the  gentlemen  selected  to  fill  the  office  of  Vice-Guardians  every  assistance  in 
this  important  service. 


The  V ice-Gu ai? di an s to  the  Commissioners: — February  18,  184S. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  two  letters;  the 
first,  accompanied  with  copies  of  letters  to  the  master  and  matron  of  this 
Union,  requiring  them  to  resign  their  offices,  and  authorizing  us  to  proceed  at 
once  to  the  appointment  of  their  successors ; the  second  impressing  the  neces- 
sity of  furnishing  a special  weekly  report  on  the  subject  of  the  collection  of  the 
poor-rates,  on  the  general  state  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  and  of  the  condition 
of  the  workhouse  when  we  first  entered  on  the  discharge  of  our  duties. 

In  reference  to  the  first,  we  beg  to  state  the  course  we  thought  it  our  duty  to 
pursue.  We  called  on  tlie  master  of  the  Union  to  furnish  us  with  written 
inventories  of  the  several  stores  and  apparel  in  his  charge,  in  order  that  no  loss 
should  be  sustained  by  the  abstraction  or  injury  of  the  property  of  the  Union, 
which  angry  feeling  may  suggest  to  any  party.  With  this  request  he  has  com- 
plied ; and  we  now  await  his  reply  to  the  order  of  your  Board,  which  we  pre- 
sume we  shall  be  apprised  of  to-morrow. 

In  reference  to  the  appointment  of  the  successors  to  the  present  master  and 
matron,  we  would  wish  to  impress  most  respectfully  on  your  Board  our  convic- 
tion that  it  would  not  be  advantageous  to  the  public  interests  (even  were  it 
probable  that  the  locality  could  supply  them,  which  we  doubt)  to  elect  resi- 
dents of  the  Union  to  these  important  offices.  From  our  own  observations, 
and  from  the  reports  of  those  better  acquainted  with  the  habits  of  the  recipients 
of  relief,  we  would  respectfully  suggest  the  expediency  of  confiding  the  trusts 
to  capable  persons  not  connected  in  any  way  with  the  district ; and  we  should 
further  urge  the  utility  of  giving  the  preference  to  a married  couple , by  which 
arrangement  obvious  advantages  would  be  achieved  for  the  workhouse.  We 
shall  await  the  order  of  your  Board  on  this  subject ; and  should  you  coincide 
with  our  opinions,  we  would  beg  leave  to  propose  that  an  advertisement  in 
some  newspaper  of  large  circulation  would  be  a means  of  procuring  tenders 
from  qualified  persons. 

Referring  to  your  wishes  as  to  the  collection  of  the  rates,  we  assure  you  that 
all  our  energies  and  authority  shall  be  exerted  to  their  efficient  collection ; we 
are  fully  aware  of  the  vital  importance  of  attending  to  our  financial  duties,  and 
we  have  already  taken  measures  to  stimulate  the  collectors  in  lessening  the 
arrears.  In  our  next  report  we  shall  have  to  offer  some  remarks  on  the  system 
of  out-door  relief  in  this  Union,  as  well  as  on  the  manner  in  which  labour  in 
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lieu  of  relief  is  conducted  and  performed.  The  principle  of  affording  relief  to 
the  able-bodied  in  the  workhouse  shall  be  adhered  to  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  of  the  Board,  and  every  effort  shall  be  made  to  guard  against  imposition, 
to  which  both  the  modes  of  relief  (in-door  and  extern)  are  liable. 

It  now  remains  for  us  to  apprise  your  Board  of  the  present  state  of  the  work- 
house.  We  went  this  morning  when  breakfast  was  being  served  to  the  women ; 
we  found  the  approaches  to  the  house  miry,  and  not  in  accordance  with  the 
cleanliness  and  propriety  which  should  be  characteristic  of  public  institutions, 
and  which,  with  plenty  of  labourers  at  hand , could  so  easily  be  promoted.  The 
windows  are  in  several  places  broken;  and  we  would  here  remark  that  several 
minor  matters  are  out  of  order,  to  repair  or  perfect  which,  a trifling  outlay  in 
time  would  suffice — such  as  injured  locks,  latches,  &c.  The  master’s  room  is 
not  what  we  conceive  it  is  designed  to  be ; it  serves  as  his  office,  sleeping-room, 
dining-room,  and  is  also  used  by  others  visiting  the  house.  The  kitchen  was  in 
order,  and  the  food  for  the  women’s  breakfast  was  good  and  abundant.  The 
yards  are  pretty  well  kept  in  order,  but  require  attention ; and  we  would 
suggest  the  necessity  of  raising  the  enclosure  wall,  which  is  often  scaled ; even 
this  day  a young  pauper  was  detected  in  the  act  of  escaping  and  carrying  off 
his  clothes.  We  would  direct  special  notice  to  the  force-pump,  which  must 
have  cost  a large  sum,  but  which  is  now  useless  from  some  injury  to  the  pipes 
or  machinery.  We  regard  the  supply  of  water  as  so  essential,  that  we  are 
most  anxious  to  have  this  repaired.  The  dormitories  were  not  as  well  cleaned 
nor  as  effectually  ventilated  as  they  should  be ; but  we  shall  take  care  to  have 
these  essentials  henceforth  rigidly  carried  into  effect.  We  found  some  of  the 
paupers  at  work  on  the  grounds,  under  superintendence;  we  examined  the 
mode  of  inspection,  and  we  found  that  vigilance  and  energy  will  be  wanted  to 
enforce  the  orders  of  the  Board  for  pauper  labourers.  We  visited  the  con- 
valescent wards  and  the  male  and  female  schools ; the  only  remark  we  have  to 
offer  on  those  is,  that  the  same  master  attends  both  schools  at  different  periods 
of  the  day,  and  that  although  at  present  the  numbers  attending  (24  boys  and 
20  girls)  being  limited,  his  instruction  may  suffice,  we  think  it  would  be  expe- 
dient to  secure  a female  teacher’s  services  who  could  not  only  teach  the  usual 
course,  but  also  instruct  them  in  needlework,  spuming,  knitting,  &c. 

This  our  first  report  has  been  necessarily  longer  than  we  could  wish ; but 
anxious  to  allude  to  the  several  topics  of  the  two  letters  of  your  Board  we 
deemed  it  our  duty  to  risk  the  charge  of  excess  rather  than  of  omission. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  21,  1848. 

I am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  report  of  the  18th 
instant,  relating  to  the  Clifden  Union.  In  reference  to  the  appointment  of  a 
master  and  matron  of  the  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
have  no  objection  to  your  appointing  two  persons  who  are  married,  to  the  office 
of  master  and  matron  of  the  workhouse  respectively ; and  you  should  advertise 
at  once  in  the  county  papers  as  well  as  in  the  Dublin  newspapers  for  candidates 
foi  those  offices ; and  then  make  the  best  selection  in  your  power  from  the 
candidates  who  offer. 

An  extract  from  your  report  with  regard  to  the  boundary  walls  to  the 
workhouse  and  the  state  of  the  pump  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners’ 
architect. 

The  Commissioners  think  it  will  be  desirable  that  you  should  appoint  a 
schoolmistress  to  the  workhouse. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners: — February  21,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to-day,  and  am  glad  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  the  gentlemen 
selected  to  discharge  the  important  duties  entrusted  to  them  are  in  every  respect 
well  qualified  for  the  execution  of  the  same. 

The  collection  of  the  rates  for  the  current  week  amounted  to  154/.  10$. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  proceeded  to  the  election  of  five  additional  relieving 
officers,  at  a salary  of  20/.  per  annum  ; and  after  a careful  examination  of  the 
qualifications  of  each  candidate,  selected  five  individuals,  whose  names  appear 
on  the  minutes  of  the  day.  Awaiting  your  sanction  to  the  appointment  of 
these  officers,  and  before  they  proceed  to  the  performance  of  their  duties,  they 
have  been  directed  to  assist  the  present  relieving  officers  in  their  respective 
districts. 

The  great  increase  of  distress  in  the  Union  has  thrown  an  amount  of  duty  on 
the  four  officers  originally  appointed,  which  has  prevented  the  possibility  of 
their  having  been  enabled  to  make  up  their  books  for  presentation  to  the  Board 
at  their  weekly  meetings ; the  increase  in  the  number  of  assistant  relieving 
officers  is  therefore  absolutely  essential  to  the  due  performance  of  the  duties, 
and  to  the  relief  of  the  destitute  applicants. 

At  the  expiration  of  next  week  I hope  to  be  in  a condition  to  report  that  the 
system  prescribed  for  the  duties  of  relieving  officers  by  the  general  orders  shall 
be  strictly  and  accurately  complied  with. 

In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I beg  leave  to  enclose  three  separate 
estimates  of  the  amount  which  will  be  “ required  to  preserve  from  starvation  ’’ 
the  destitute  of  this  Union,  under  the  classes  specified  in  your  communication 
of  the  10th  February.  The  Vice-Guardians  have  determined,  subject  to  your 
sanction,  to  establish  depots  for  cooked  food,  at  the  several  stations  in  the 
electoral  divisions  where  relief  was  dispensed  during  the  operations  of  the 
10th  Viet.,  c.  7,  last  year;  and  as  the  boilers  at  the  greater  number  of  the 
places  still  remain  set,  little  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  commencing 
operations.  I have  suggested  to  the  Guardians  the  advantage  of  having  the 
able-bodied  employed  near  each  station,  so  that  they  shall  not  suffer  incon- 
venience in  coming  for  their  rations. 

■ The  system  adopted  by  the  Vice- Guardians  of  the  Ballina  Union  has  been 
adopted  here  for  some  time  : but  in  consequence  of  a supply  of  the  forms  not 
having  been  forwarded  by  the  printers  from  Westport,  the  arrangements  have 
been  much  interrupted.  I fully  concur  in  the  value  of  the  system ; and  though 
I feel  that  the  expense  of  printing  will  amount  to  a considerable  sum,  yet  upon 
the  whole  I am  persuaded  that  the  administration  of  a formal  test  to  the  able- 
bodied,  will  eventuate  in  economy  to  the  Union  funds.  I find  that  in  the  week 
ending  4th  July,  1847,  29,300  persons  received  gratuitous  rations,  from  which 
I deduct  13,861  impotent  and  able-bodied  who  hold  or  held  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  of  land,  which  will  leave  15,439.  The  present  number 
receiving  relief  in  the  Union,  including  those  in  the  workhouse,  is  10,760 ; and 
assuming  that  the  distress  is  likely  to  increase  to  the  extent  of  last  year,  there 
would  remain  4679  more  to  be  supported.  The  cost,  as  you  will  perceive,  of 
relieving  10,760,  at  li d.  a ration  (which  includes  staff),  would  be  485/.  12s.  6d. 
weekly,  and  the  increase  of  4679  would  be,  at  the  same  rate,  204/.  14s.  l\d., 
making  a total,  on  the  calculation  of  the  data  of  last  year’s  expense,  of 
690/.  6s.  7\d.  ; from  this  estimate  must  necessarily  be  deducted  a large  amount 
for  the  mortality  of  the  last  and  this  season. 

The  Vice-Guardians  and  I are  directing  our  best  attention  to  the  remodelling 
of  the  relief  districts ; and  I propose  during  the  next  week  to  visit  the  electoral 
divisions,  and  form  my  judgment  as  to  the  best  means  of  allocating  the  duties 
to  the  respective  relieving  officers  in  the  division  of  the  districts. 

The  Vice-Guardians  propose  to  report  to  you  in  the  course  of  the  week  on 
the  efficiency  of  the  medical  attendant  of  the  workhouse. 

I regret  to  be  obliged  to  state  that,  in  consequence  of  certain  charges  having 
been  preferred  by  a pauper  against  the  Roman  Catholic  curate,  Mr.  King  (who 
attended  to  perform  duty  at  the  ■workhouse),  for  using  abusive  language  to  him, 
that  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  investigate  this  charge  on  oath,  which  I pro- 
pose to  do  on  Saturday  next.  I shall  defer  making  any  observations  in  reference 
thereto  until  the  investigation  shall  have  closed.  I am  anxious  to  obtain  the 
Commissioners’  opinion  as  to  whether  the  Vice-Guardians  can  permit  the 
duties  of  the  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  being  performed  by  his  curates.  It 
appears  to  me  most  desirable  to  impose  the  responsibility  on  the  chaplain 
appointed  by  the  Board ; and  if  from  circumstances,  the  duties  shall  be  dele- 
gated to  curates,  that  it  may  be  done  formally. 
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Enclosures. 

I. 

Estimate  of  the  Weekly  Cost  of  supplying  Relief  to  300  Inmates  of  the  Workhouse  of  the 
Clifden  Union,  including  the  Hospital  Support. 

Weekly  Cost. 

300  inmates,  including  hospital  support  . . £28  0 0 


Estimate  of  the  Weekly  Cost  of  supplying  Relief  to  the  Destitute  Poor  in  the  Clifden 
Union,  entitled  to  Relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Law  Relief  Extension  Act. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Numbers  re- 
ceiving Relief 
under  the  1st 
Section. 

Weekly  Cost 
of  each. 

W eekly  Cost 
of  each 
Division. 

d. 

Clifden  .... 

2,110 

104 

92  6 3 

Renvyle  .... 

838 

36  13  3 

Roundstone  . 

1,696 

74  0 0 

Ballindoon 

1,110 

48  11  3 

Total  . 

5,754 

251  14  9 

III. 

Estimate  of  the  Weekly  Cost  of  supplying  Relief  to  the  Destitute  Poor  in  the  Union  of 
Clifden,  entitled  to  Relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Law  Relief  Extension 
Act. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Numbers  re- 
ceiving Relief 
under  the  2nd 
Section. 

Weekly  Cost 
of  each. 

Weekly  Cost 
of  euch 
Division. 

Clifden  .... 
Renvyle  .... 
Roundstone  . . . 

Ballindoon  . . 

2,316 

1,095 

957 

338 

d. 
10  £ 

£.  S.  d. 
101  6 6 
47  18  1£ 
41  17  4^ 
14  15  9 

Total  . . 

4,706 

205  17  9 

Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  23,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the  appointment  of 
additional  relieving  officers  in  the  Union,  and  will  be  prepared  to  confirm  the 
appointment  of  the  persons  selected,  if  the  answers  to  the  usual  queries  respect- 
ing them  are  satisfactory.  When  the  relief  districts  have  been  remodelled,  the 
district  of  each  relieving  officer  should  be  distinctly  pointed  out  to  him  - ’and 
he  should  be  informed  that  he  will  be  held  individually  responsible  for  that 
■locality. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  proposed  arrangements  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  for  the  establishment  of  dep6ts  of  cooked  food,  to  be  issued  in  daily 
rations,  to  the  able-bodied  poor  receiving  out-door  relief.  J 

As  regards  the  latter  part  of  your  report,  I am  to  state  that  the  curates  of 
Roman  Catholic  chaplains  of  workhouses  have  been  usually  permitted  to  dis- 
charge the  chaplain’s  duties,  if  he  desired  that  they  should  do  so  ; but  this  per- 
mission by  no  means  precludes  a Board  of  Guardians  from  requiring  the  Roman 
Catholic  chaplain  to  perform  his  duties  in  person,  if  any  peculiar  circumstances 
should  render  the  adoption  of  that  course  necessary. 

The  Commissioners  have  made  application  for  an  advance  of  205/.  17s.  9c7,, 
the  estimated  cost  of  supporting  the  poor  in  the  Union  during  the  ensuing  week, 
who  may  be  relieved  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension 
Act. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  22,  1848. 

In  fulfilment  of  the  assurance  given  in  our  first  report  of  the  18th 
instant,  that  our  best  efforts  should  be  devoted  to  the  collection  of  the  poor- 
rates  of  this  Union,  we  beg  to  place  the  following  observations  before  you. 
On  yesterday  (Monday  in  each  week  being  the  day  appointed  for  investigating 
the  rate  collectors’  books),  we  closely  examined  the  accounts  of  the  district 
collectors,  and  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  express  our  conviction  that  these  officers 
are  desirous  of  performing  their  duties  as  efficiently  as  possible. 

Having  ascertained  from  them  that  several  parties  had  closed  their  houses 
in  order  to  evade  the  levying  of  the  rate  or  the  serving  of  the  notice,  we 
directed  that  the  usual  notices  should  be  posted  on  the  doors. 

We  beg  to  subjoin  a table  of  the  present  position  and  probable  availability  of 
the  rates  in  this  Union. 

Your  Board  will  be  pleased  to  remark,  that  the  assumption  as  to  the 
amounts  possibly  payable  in  the  last  column,  is  the  mere  opinion  of  the  col- 
lector in  each  district.  This  opinion,  as  far  as  lies  in  us,  we  have  resolved  to 
test  by  our  personal  inspection. 


Synopsis  of  Rate  Collections  in  Cljfden  Union. 


Names  of  Divisions. 

Amount  Collected 
this  Week, 
19th  February. 

Arrear  Outstanding. 

I Amount  of 

the  Arrear  probably 
available. 

Clifden  .... 

£.  s.  d. 
11  3 0 

£.  s.  d. 
92  9 6 

£.  s.  d. 
30  0 0 

Renvyle  .... 

19  7 0 

342  13  3 

270  0 0 

Ballindoon 

S 12  0 

356  2 3 

Roundstone  . 

115  10  0 

71S  2 6 

400  0 0 

154  12  0 

1,509  7 6 

970  0 0 

We  are  happy  to  be  enabled  to  report  that  there  is  a manifest  improvement 
in  the  state  of  the  workhouse,  both  as  to  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  several 
departments,  as  well  as  in  the  health  and  appearance  of  the  inmates.  Fever 
and  dysentery  still  prevail,  but  we  entertain  a hope,  that  by  the  observance  of 
a rational  simple  dietary,  the  latter  disease  would  be  easily  obviated.  It  has 
been  stated  to  us,  that  the  paupers  dreading  being  sent  to  hospital,  conceal  the 
disease  (of  dysentery)  until  it  assumes  a bad  type ; when  the  bad  stage  of  the 
disease  obtains,  they  are  then  necessarily  sent  to  hospital,  and  with  their  ruined 
constitutions  it  is  not  difficult  to  account  for  the  mortality, 

We  have  had  our  views  sustained  by  medical  advice,  that  a rice  diet  would 
be  a preventative  of  this  malady,  and  being  assured  that  in  this  locality  it  would 
be  an  economy  to  use  a mixture  of  rice  occasionally  with  the  food  of  the 
inmates  of  the  workhouse,  we  would  wish  to  have  the  direction  of  your  Board 
on  the  subject.  This  matter  is  suggested  to  us  by  the  serious  difference 
between  the  average  cost  of  the  hospital  inmates,  and  that  of  the  healthy 
paupers ; the  latter  being  Is.  5 d.  weekly,  and  the  sick  2s.  5d.  weekly. 

We  beg  to  report,  that  the  present  number  in  hospital  is  (including  fever 
and  dysentery)  90,  and  that  the  deaths  for  the  past  four  weeks,  ending  on  the 
19th,  were: — 

Deaths  for  week  ending  29th  January  . . .21 
Ditto  ditto  5th  February  . . 20 

Ditto  ditto  12th  February  . . 10 

Ditto  ditto  19th  February  . . 4 

In  our  last  report  we  had  occasion  to  refer  to  the  necessity  of  several  repairs 
in  the  workhouse ; we  were  not  then  aware  that  a contract  for  these  and 
several  other  works  was  under  consideration,  but  now  that  we  are  aware  of 
this,  we  shall  use  all  diligence  in  having  the  essentials  executed  forthwith. 

We  deem  it  our  duty  to  observe,  that  in  several  departments  the  mode  of 
transacting  the  business,  and  the  method  of  furnishing  the  accounts,  were  most 
objectionable. 

The  accounts  and  registries  of  the  relieving  officers  have  been  allowed  to  go 
into  arrear,  and  in  more  than  one  instance  have  been  indescribably  confused, 
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Clifden  Union,  whilst  a very  lax  and  perplexing  system  prevailed,  in  incurring  responsibilities, 
~ in  checking  expenditure  and  in  the  general  routine  of  the  business  connected 
with  the  interests  of  the  Union.  We  shall  feel  it  incumbent  on  us  to  order  a 
reform  of  the  manner  in  which  the  officers  of  the  Union  kept  their  books,  and 
we  shall  use  all  our  efforts  to  enforce  a system  by  which  the  requisite  regu- 
larity may  be  observed.  It  is  due  to  them  to  observe,  that  the  relieving  officers 
to  whose  default  we  particularly  refer,  have  been  hitherto  overburdened,  and 
as  assistants  have  been  appointed  subject  to  the  approval  of  your  Board,  we 
expect  that  in  future  their  accounts  will  be  more  regularly  kept. 

It  would  be  most  desirable  that  we  should  be  conversant  with  the  several 
divisional  sections  of  this  Union ; and  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  this  in- 
formation, we  would  respectfully  ask  your  Board  to  supply  us  with  maps  on 
the  larger  scale.  By  their  aid  we  could  better  understand  the  duties  and 
spheres  of  the  officers  (relieving),  as  well  as  the  means  by  which  relief  may  be 
most  speedily  and  economically  forwarded  in  any  emergency  ; such  as  a con- 
tractors failing  to  perform  his  obligations. 

We  feel  bound  to  report  that  we  received  from  credible  sources,  accounts  of 
persons  dying  in  the  rural  divisions,  of  want,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  the 
relieving  officer’s  attending  each  case ; and  although  assistant  officers  have  been 
chosen  subject  to  your  sanction,  we  still  apprehend  that  many  poor  creatures 
unable  to  come  and  apply  for  food,  and  out  of  the  way  of  the  officer  in  his 
visits,  which  must  necessarily  be  rapid,  must  perish  if  some  mode  of  meeting 
the  evil  peculiar  to  this  Union  be  not  devised. 

We  have  directed  that  the  amount  due  of  this  Union  to  the  audit  fund 
(6/.  1 os.)  should  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  that  fund  as  ordered. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  26,  1848. 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  alteration  of  the  dietary  of  the  inmates  of 
the  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  no  objection  to  such 
alteration  of  the  dietary  as  you  and  the  medical  officer  may  propose  in  accord- 
ance with  the  general  workhouse  regulations. 

With  regard  to  your  request  to  be  supplied  with  maps  of  the  Union,  I am  to 
state  that  the  maps  which  are  requisite  should  be  purchased  by  you  and  paid 
for  out  of  the  Union  funds. 

With  reference  to  the  distress  which  you  report  exists  in  the  Union,  the 
Commissioners  desire  to  observe  that  it  is  your  duty  to  devise  the  means  which 
local  circumstances  may  enable  you  to  adopt,  for  placing  out-door  relief  within 
reach  of  destitute  persons  in  the  Union,  who  are  unable  to  go  to  any  of  the 
places  at  which  the  relieving  officers  now  attend.  The  Commissioners  rely 
on  you  for  having  relief  administered  fully  according  to  law;  and  where 
difficulty  may  arise  from  local  obstacles,  these  must  be  overcome  by  such 
means  as  you  and  the  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspectors  shall,  on  conference 
see  best  to  be  adopted. 

The  Commissioners  will  readily  sanction  the  appointment  of  additional 
Relieving  officers  if  they  are  necessary,  and  the  establishment  of  additional 
depots,  so  as  to  bring  relief  within  the  range  of  every  destitute  person  in  the 
Union. 

The  system  under  which  you  are  acting  is  capable  of  indefinite  expense ; 
and  the  Commissioners  cannot  admit  the'  existence  of  difficulty  on  this  head, 
which  may  not  be  overcome  by  energy  and  discrimination. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  28,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  to-day. 

The  principal  business  transacted  was  the  remodelling  of  the  relief  districts. 
I paid  a good  deal  of  attention  to  this  matter,  and  availed  myself  of  all  the 
local  information  I could  obtain.  The  division  of  the  districts  is  in  my  opinion 
the  best  that  could  be  made. 

The  electoral  division  of  Roundstone  has  been  divided  into  three,  which 
three  divisions  are  named,  North,  East,  and  South  Roundstone. 
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Ballindoon,  into  North  and  South  Ballindoon.  Clifden  Union 

Renvyle,  into  North  and  South  Renvyle.  — 

Clifden,  into  North  and  South  Clifden. 

The  boundaries  have  been  pointed  out  on  the  map  to  the  relieving  officers. 

The  clerk  of  the  Union  reports  that  the  forms  of  queries  to  be  answered  by 
the  relieving  officers  have  not  been  sent  to  him.  With  the  view  of  enabling 
these  officers  to  proceed  forthwith  to  the  execution  of  their  duties,  one  form  lias 
been  filled  up,  with  answers  from  the  five  individuals  appointed. 

Boilers  are  in  course  of  being  placed  in  localities  where  they  have  been 
deemed  necessary,  for  the  cooking  of  food  for  the  able-bodied. 

The  Vice-Guardians  propose  to  give  cooked  food  not  only  to  the  able-bodied, 
but  also  to  the  widows  with  two  or  more  children.  The  permanently  disabled 
must  in  some  instances  be  served  with  dry  meal. 

There  is  some  difficulty  in  knowing  how  to  deal  with  cooked  food  where  a 
weekly  allowance  has  been  ordered ; and  I shall  feel  obliged  for  any  suggestion 
you  can  give  the  Vice-Guardians  on  this  subject.  I feel,  from  the  experience 
I have  gathered  during  the  operations  of  the  Relief  Commission  last  year,  the 
great  advantage  and  economy  of  using  cooked  food,  and  I am  most  anxious  to 
see  it  in  general  use  here. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  appointed  competent  persons  to  distribute  and 
make  the  food. 

With  the  view  of  making  the  workhouse  as  available  as  possible  for  the  able- 
bodied,  the  Vice-Guardians  have  discharged,  on  a weekly  money  allowance, 
some  of  the  infirm  paupers ; the  allowance  is  Is.  2d.  a-week. 

The  temporary  fever  hospital  (Clifden)  will  be  ready  for  occupation  next 
week. 

The  hospital  of  Ballinahinch  (near  the  town  of  Roundstone)  is  not  yet 
completed. 

A house  for  the  hospital  at  Ballinakill  has  not  yet  been  obtained.  Dr.  Suf- 
field  is  making  every  exertion  to  secure  one  for  the  Vice-Guardians. 

The  medical  officer  of  the  Union  -workhouse  is  in  fever,  and  Dr.  Suffield  is 
performing  his  duties. 

I rejoice  to  state  that  there  are  but  eight  cases  of  fever  in  the  hospital.  The 
mortality  has  greatly  decreased. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  has  been  satisfactory  this  week,  103Z.  5s.  having 
been  collected. 

The  balance  uncollected  on  the  whole  current  rate  is  now  1410Z. 

I am  directing  my  best  attention  to  the  general  improvement  of  the  work- 
house.  A contractor  has  been  declared  for  putting  the  house  in  repair,  paint- 
ing, &c.,  &c.,  and  he  has  proceeded  to  the  performance  of  the  work. 

Should  the  Vice-Guardians  be  enabled  to  economize  the  expenditure  of  the 
temporary  fever  hospital,  it  might  be  well  to  apply  any  balance  remaining  after 
the  completion  of  the  hospital,  to  making  some  alterations  in  the  house,  the 
particulars  of  which  I shall  lay  before  you  in  another  communication ; but  I 
should  be  glad  to  know,  in  the  first  instance,  whether  you  would  sanction  the 
expenditure,  supposing  a balance  was  available. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  requested  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  diffi- 
culties they  have  to  contend  with  in  getting  a supply  of  clothing,  blankets,  &c. ; 
and  they  wish  to  know  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  obtain  from  the  Govern- 
ment a supply  of  cast-off  clothing,  bedding,  &c.  The  latter  would  be  most 
valuable  at  the  present  moment,  for  the  use  of  three  temporary  fever  hospitals 
which  are  about  to  be  established. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  2,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  approval  of  the  re-arrangement  of 
the  relief  districts  of  the  Union.  The  usual  queries  to  be  answered  by  the 
new  relieving  officers  were  forwarded  to  the  clerk  of  the  Union  on  the  23rd 
ultimo. 

With  regard  to  the  issue  of  rations  once  only  in  each  week,  I am  to  state 
that  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  great  efforts  should  be  made. to 
introduce  the  system  of  giving  rations  in  cooked  food  daily. 

2 Q 
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Ciifden  Union.  The  Commissioners  have  reason  to  believe  that  where  rations  of  meal  have 
been  issued  weekly,  they  have  sometimes  been  entirely  consumed  during  three 
or  four  days  of  the  week,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  paupers  during  the 
remaining  days. 

The  great  point  to  be  borne  in  mind  is  the  due  relief  of  destitution  in  the 
manner  which  is  at  the  same  time  the  most  effectual  and  the  most  economical. 
The  Commissioners  think  that  in  reference  to  the  improvidence  which  lias  been 
found  to  exist,  this  end  can  be  best  secured  by  daily  rations  of  cooked  food. 

The  Commissioners  desire  me  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
supply  some  further  information  with  respect  to  the  expenditure  for  providing 
temporary  accommodation  for  fever  patients,  as  regards  the  fund  to  be  econo- 
mized, and  the  improvements  to  be  made  in  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  have  addressed  the  Vice-Guardians  with  respect  to  the 
supply  of  bedding  and  clothing  for  the  temporary  fever  hospitals.  It  will  be 
necessary  that  those  hospitals  should  be  furnished  with  the  articles  which  are 
requisite,  in  the  usual  manner. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — Febo'uary  28,  1848. 

At  our  Board  meeting  to-day  the  weekly  accounts  of  the  rate  collectors 
were  submitted,  by  which  it  appears  that  a sum  of  103Z.  5s.  was  lodged  to  our 
credit  with  the  treasurer,  viz. : — 

£.  s.  d. 

Ciifden  Division  .900 
Ballindoon  Division  5 0 0 

Renvyle  Division  . 34  13  0 
Roundstone  Division  54  12  0 


£103  5 0 

to  which  a sum  exceeding  84Z.  from  one  rate-payer  will  be  added  by  to-morrow, 
and  which  will  appear  in  this  week’s  credit.  We  deem  it  our  duty  to  observe 
that  we  find  a discrepancy  between  the  amount  of  out-standing  arrears  in  the  col- 
lectors’ and  our  clerk’s  books.  This  we  shall  closely  investigate  ; at  present  we 
understand  it  was  owing  to  a practice  allowed  by  the  former  Guardians  of  per- 
mitting the  collectors  to  pay  their  own  salaries,  in  part — a practice  which  we 
shall  of  course  put  an  end  to.  Of  the  large  arrears  uncollected  it  appears  that 
large  proprietors  are  principally  defaulters.  In  cases  where  it  may  be  incumbent 
on  us  to  institute  legal  proceedings,  we  shall  wherever  it  can  be  rendered 
available,  with  the  sanction  of  your  Board,  bring  the  parties  before  the  assistant- 
barrister  ; but  we  fear  that  in  most  instances  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  recourse 
to  the  higher  courts.  We  have  the  pleasure  of  stating,  that  in  the  workhouse  the 
health  of  the  inmates  is  much  improved,  a result  which  we  attribute  to  cleanliness, 
now  enforced,  and  to  an  improved  dietary.  Fever  in  the  house  has  decreased,  and 
dysentery  is  now  the  prevailing  sickness.  We  are  using  every  effort  to  have  the 
local  fever  hospital,  as  well  as  those  at  Roundstone  and  Ballinakill,  available  as 
soon  as  possible.  It  would  be  most  desirable  to  obtain  for  those  hospitals  supplies 
of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  from  other  sources  than  our  rates,  and  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  any  such  matters  to  spare,  it  would  be  most  useful  to  send  a supply  to 
this  Union.  We  have  strongly  urged  the  relieving  officers  to  carry  out  the  great 
object  for  which  they  are  designed,  namely,  to  provide  that  no  one  wanted  relief 
who  was  a fit  object  to  receive  it.  We  have  also  impressed  upon  them  the  second 
duty,  to  be  diligent  in  detecting  imposition.  Our  present  impression  is,  that  in 
addition  to  the.  late  extra  relieving  officers  it  will  be  necessary  to  appoint  others  to 
aid  in  the  efficient  working  of  the  system. 

The  districts  were  at  this  day’s  meeting  sub-divided  at  the  suggestion  of  gentle- 
men knowing-  the  localities,  and  with  the  Temporary  Inspector’s  co-operation. 
This  arrangement  may  enable  the  relieving  officers  to  execute  their  duties  with 
more  effect ; but  taking  into  account  the  distances  they  have  to  go,  and  the  admitted 
fact  that  they  are  not  cognizant  of  one  out  of  twenty  of  the  cases  on  the  application 
books,  we  beg  to  express  our  opinion  that  additional  assistance  will,  for  a time,  be 
necessary.  We  shall  report  as  soon  as  possible  from  personal  observation  in  the 
several  districts,  on  this  important  subject. 
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The  machinery  for  distributing  cooked  food  is  extensively  organized,  and  will, 
we  trust,  work  well  and  economically. 

We  acted  to  day  on  our  resolve  of  rendering  the  workhouse  more  available,  as  a 
test ; we  discharged,  with  their  own  consent,  several  inmates  of  the  infirm  ward 
allowing  a weekly  cash  relief  of  Is.  2d.  for  adults,  and  Id.  for  children. 

We  have  chequed  on  our  treasurer  for  6 1.  15s.  to  credit  of  the  audit  fund. 

Mr.  Darcy  attended  the  Board  to  day,  and  offered  the  land  in  front  of  the  work- 
house,  at  21.  per  acre ; we  think  the  price  high,  but  we  regard  the  possession  of 
the  ground  as  of  essential  value  to  the  Union,  and  we  would  further  beg  to  submit 
to  your  Board  the  expediency  and  utility  of  adding  to  the  workhouse  the  land  at  the 
rear ; both  lots  are  surrounded  by  roads,  and  all  form  one  compact  section.  We 
are  assured  that  great  benefits  and  ultimate  profits  would  ensue.  Crops  of  oats 
and  potatoes  would  be  produced,  turf  fuel  cut,  a suitable  cemetery  obtained,  remote 
from  the  house,  the  swamps  drained  from  around  it,  and  healthful  useful  employ- 
ment at  hand  for  the  able-bodied,  whilst  the  execution  of  such  improvements  would 
also  prove  ornamental,  and  tend  to  secure  the  health  of  the  inmates. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  and  beg  to 
state  that  we  shall  pay  due  attention  to  its  contents. 

We  impressed  in  the  strongest  manner  on  the  relieving  officers  the  necessity  of 
preparing  the  returns  required  by  your  Board,  and  we  have  allowed  them  to  have 
for  a limited  time  the  assistance  of  clerks  to  enable  them  to  have  the  needful  done 
without  prejudice  to  the  poor  in  their  several  districts. 

One  matter  demands  our  special  notice.  It  is  not  unusual  for  the  local  con- 
tractors to  run  out  of  supplies,  and  they  then  desire  to  know  if  other  food,  such  as 
rye  or  barleymeal,  may  be  substituted.  Our  efforts  shall  be  directed  in  all  cases 
to  compel  responsible  parties  to  fulfil  their  engagements ; but  we  wish  to  guard 
against  failures  which  would  be  fatal,  and  which  no  after  penalties  would  atone 
for,  if  food  were  wanted,  and  not  in  the  district.  How  this  may  be  best  obviated  in 
such  a locality,  we  desire  the  opinion  of  your  Board. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  2, 1848. 

With  reference  to  arrears  of  rate  due  by  the  large  landed  proprietors  in 
the  Union,  I am  to  recommend  for  your  consideration  the  expediency  of  directing 
the  collectors  to  obtain  payment  by  the  service  of  a 15  days’  notice,  and  subsequent 
complaint  and  summons  before  a justice  of  the  peace  in  the  ordinary  manner.  This 
course  will  be  more  advantageous  where  it  can  be  adopted,  both  for  the  rate-payer 
and  the  Union,  inasmuch  as  the  rate  will  be  more  speedily  paid,  and  it  will  save 
the  rate-payer  from  the  very  heavy  expenses  of  proceedings  in  the  superior  Courts 
of  Record.  When,  however,  it  is  found  necessary  to  resort  to  the  latter  proceed- 
ings or  to  Civil  Bill,  the  Commissioners  rely  upon  the  Vice-Guardians  to  see  that 
the  proceedings  are  carried  on  with  vigour  and  despatch. 

• The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being  furnished  with  a list  of  the  several 
immediate  lessors  in  the  Union  who  are  still  defaulters,  with  the  amount  due  by 
each,  and  a brief  note  of  the  proceedings  which  have  been  adopted  to  obtain 
payment  in  each  case. 

The  Commissioners  are  not  aware  that  there  is  any  supply  of  bedding  or  clothing 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  which  could  be  appropriated  for  the  temporary 
fever  hospitals.  An, extract,  from  your  report  on  the  subject  will  be  forwarded  to 
the  Board  of  Health. 

The  Commissioners  will  sanction  any  re-arrangement  of  the  relief  districts 
which  you  may  suggest,  and  the  Inspector  of  the  Union  shall  recommend  for 
approval. 

The  Commissioners  await  the  report  of  their  architect  on  your  communication 
with  respect  to  the  occupation  of  some  additional  land  adjoining  the  workhouse. 
You  will  have  the  goodness  to  state  in  the  meantime  the  number  of  acres  of 
ground  which  you  would  propose  to  occupy  in  addition  to  the  present  workhouse 
site. 

With  regard  to  your  apprehension  of  contractors  being  unable  to  continue 
supplying  the  description  of  provisions  specified  in  the  contracts  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  in  the  Union,  I am  to  state  that  the  meal  which  contractors  may  propose 
to  substitute,  should  be  such  as  can  be  used  for  food  with  convenience  and  advau- 
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Clifden  Union. 


tage,  having  regard  to  the  health  of  the  paupers,  the  means  of  preparing  the  food 
for  use,  and  the  cost  of  the  substitute.  You  will  also  be  so  good  as  in  every  case 
to  he  governed  by  proved  inability  to  procure  the  meal  specified  in  the  contract ; 
— so  that  any  change  to  be  considered  shall  appear  to  be  rendered  indispensable 
by  general  deficiency  of  local  supplies;  and  not  be  adopted  to  suit  the  contractors’ 
interests. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  2,  1848. 

On  Tuesday  we  proceeded  to  Ballinakill  to  make  arrangements  for 
securing  suitable  premises  for  a fever  hospital  in  that  district.  There  is  a diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  a proper  house,  but  we  have  reason  to  expect  this  difficulty 
may  be  overcome. 

Oil  Wednesday  we  went  to  Roundstone,  for  the  double  purpose  of  securing 
accommodation  there  for  the  treatment  of  fever  in  hospital,  as  well  as  for  observ- 
ing the  system  at  present  in  operation  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  through  our 
relieving  officers. 

We  have  done  all  that  was  possible  as  relates  to  the  hospital.  We  have  got 
a tender  to  make  accommodation  for  about  50  patients,  available  in  a month  at 
an  outlay  for  buildings  of  12 1.  10.?.,  and  a weekly  charge  for  rent  of  5s.  This 
hospital  will  require  all  the  necessaries  of  bedding,  &c. ; but  we  deem  it  prudent 
in  the  state  of  that  district  to  use  every  effort  to  check  the  spread  of  contagion, 
and  to  remove  into  one  place  the  disease  which  is  now  we  are  assured  raging  in 
the  district,  and  which,  if  unchecked,  will  become  malignant. 

In  Roundstone  we  felt  convinced  that  the  labour  of  the  recipients  of  relief  could 
be  most  profitably  employed  in  sweeping  and  cleansing  the  streets,  which  are, 
beyond  all  description,  filthy  and  disgusting.  We  regard  it  almost  an  impossi- 
bility that  the  health  of  such  a place,  in  times  like  the  present,  can  be  expected 
to  improve  so  long  as  the  filth  and  heaps  of  offensive  matter  are  allowed  to  stag- 
nate in  the  public  thoroughfares. 

Another  matter  of  importance  suggests  itself^it  appears  that  in  summer  it 
is  necessary  to  go  one  mile  out  of  town  to  procure  fresh  water  for  Roundstone. 
May  not  the  labour  now  available  be  converted  to  this  most  essential  want?  If 
your  Board  consent,  we  should  wish  to  apply  the  test-labour,  in  towns  and  villages 
in  this  Union,  to  the  sweeping  of  the  streets,  cleaning  sewers,  &c.  &c. 

The  principal  object  in  our  reporting  to-night  is  to  express  our  conviction  that, 
in  the  present  system  of  out-door  relief,  a gigantic  imposition  is  universally  prac- 
tised. . We  have  satisfied  ourselves,  by  personal  examination,  that  the  present 
mode  is  all-objectionable ; that  no  check  exists  ; that  the  great  object,  the  feeding 
of  the  destitute,  is  not  provided  for  as  fully  as  it  may  be,  and  that  thousands  are 
receiving  rations  who  are  not  entitled  to  them.  Thus  the  poor  famish,  and  the 
rate- payers  are  plundered.  To  meet  this  tremendous  evil,  which  every  one  admits, 
we  beg  to  suggest  the  best  substitute  which  our  present  means  of  information 
supply..  We  think  it  is  a good  simple  organization,  and  that  it  will,  by  affording 
a certain  means  of  inquiry  and  detection,  in  a short' time  suppress  all  imposition, 
so  far  as  getting  extra  rations  or  supplies  from  two  districts,  or  rations  for  two 
parties,  as  is  quite  usual  both  being  for  one  (the  applicant  giving  married  name 
and  name  before  marriage,  &c.)  It  will  also  simplify  the  mode  of  checking  all 
the  accounts,  and  remove  most  of  the  perplexities  of  the  present  mode. 

We  propose  that  every  applicant  on  the  relieving  officers’  books,  under  the  two 
classes,  should  receive  a ticket  numbered  (say  from  1000  to  2000  in  each  division), 
that  the  numbers  include  all  parties  entitled  to  relief,  able-bodied,  widows, 
infirm,  &c.  That  in  each  division  there  should  be  a distinct  number  for  each 
and  every  applicant.  We  propose  that  these  tickets  should,  in  the  forms  we 
subjoin,  be  printed  on  parchment  slips,  of  the  shapes  noted,  and  that  each 
recipient  should  hold  his  or  her  ticket  continually.  These  tickets  vary  in  form, 
and  in  name  of  district,  so  that  the  holder  of  such  ticket  in  any  one  district 
cannot  get  relief  under  its  permit  in  any  other;  each  number  of  every  ticket 
represents  the  head  of  a family,  or  of  a person  entitled  to,  receive  relief  in  his 
own  behalf.  This  number  is  independent  of  the  number  on  the  Application 
Book  ; but  when  issued  in  either  of  the  lists,  as  subjoined,  the  number  on  the 
Application  Book  is  easily  referred  to.  We  propose  that  the  relieving  officer 
shall,  on  the  application  of  an  able-bodied  person,  insert  his  name  on  the  list 
(form  A,  No.  1) ; and  satisfied  of  the  state  of  his  family  and  other  essentials 
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(these  data  at  present  to  he  taken  from  the  Application  Book),  that  he  shall  then 
give  applicant  a parchment  ticket  numbered  (suppose  No.  1).  We  then  propose 
that  all  the  persons  thus  situated  be  put  on  the  last-named  list  (form  A,  No.  1), 
supplied  with  ticket  numbered,  and  that  the  list  be  sent  to  the  overseer.  The 
latter  holds  the  list  (form  B),  and  in  the  proper  columns  he  inserts  the  number, 
names,  rations,  &c.,  of  the  persons  sent  to  him,  marking  each  day’s  work  with 
a (1),  and  each  day’s  absence  with  a x — each  evening  he  takes  his  list  to  the 
distributor.  The  numbers  are  called,  not  the  names,  and  each  number  receives 
the  quantum  of  food  due  to  him  according  to  the  rations  stated  in  the  relieving 
officer’s  list  (form  A,  No.  1). 

The  mode  of  supplying  the  widows  and  infirm,  or  aged,  is  equally  plain : a 
ticket  numbered  represents  each  ; and  on  presentation,  whether  weekly  in  case 
of  dry  meal  issue,  or  daily  if  cooked  food  be  substituted,  that  ticket  is  an  order 
for  the  rations  stated  in  the  list  (form  A,  No.  2). 

It  is  difficult  to  convey  concisely  the  object  of  this  system.  Its  leading  merits 
are,  that  there  can  be  no  duplicate  aplications  for,  or  rather  obtainment  of, 
rations.  The  number  is  the  record  ; that  record  is  (by  the  shape  and  printing 
of  the  ticket)  confined  to  a district,  and  it  is  impossible  that  any  person  holding  a 
ticket  of  one  district  can  get  food  in  another ; at  present  the  reverse  is  the  fact. 
Besides  this,  when  once  the  numeration  order  is  followed  in  each  district,  we 
have  a simple  check — we  can  go  over  the  whole  district  with  the  lists,  we  can 
call  for  the  tickets,  compare  the  numbers  (of  the  ticket  aud  the  lists),  and  in 
every  instance  it  is  possible  to  ascertain  if  all  the  members  of  a family  represented 
by  the  ticket  exist  and  require  aid. 

We  beg  to  enclose,  for  the  consideration  of  your  Board,  forms  of  the  headings 
of  the  fortnightly  sheets  (forms  A and  B),  and  also  the  forms  of  tickets,  which 
we  are  of  opinion  ought  to  be  on  parchment  or  some  durable  material ; parchment 
would  best  bear  friction  and  exposure  to  weather,  and  would  in  the  end  be  the 
cheapest.  We  suggest  that  the  variety  of  shape  is  necessary,  and  that  in  the 
printing  space  should  be  left  for  the  numbering,  which  is  to  be  filled  in  by 
the  relieving  officer. 

Should  your  Board  be  pleased  to  consider  this  system,  and  to  confide  its 
working  to  us,  we  have  not  a doubt  but  that  at  least  a ton  of  meal  per  diem  will 
be  saved  in  the  Union.  We  should  also  respectfully  beg  of  you,  if  you  are  satis- 
fied with  the  mode  we  propose,  that  you  would  order  from  the  printer  a supply 
of  sheets  in  the  forms  enclosed  on  paper  of  a suitable  size,  and  also  parchment 
tickets  according  to  the  enclosed  patterns  (omitting  tlie  numbers),  printed  in  the 
most  durable  ink.  We  ask  this  immediate  supply  because  we  feel  its  necessity, 
and  it  is  not  possible  to  procure  the  requisites  here. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  9,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  Mr.  Thom  directions  to 
supply  the  forms  required  for  putting  the  system  lor  giving  out-door  relief,  which 
you  are  desirous  of  adopting  in  the  Union,  into  practice. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  will  raise  no  objection 
to  the  employment  of  some  of  the  able-bodied  paupers  in  sweeping  the  streets  of 
Roundstone. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners: — March  7,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  circular  letter  in  respect  to  the  determination  or  suspen- 
sion, on  the  18th  March,  of  out-door  relief  at  present  afforded  to  able-bodied 
poor  persons  in  Unions  in  Ireland,  I have  the  honour  to  report  that  it  would  not 
be  desirable  to  adopt  such  a course  in  this  Union.  My  reasons  for  arriving  at  this 
conclusion  are  shortly  these  : — 

1st.  The  amount  of  distress  is  so  considerable  that  relief  will  be  absolutely 
essential  to  prevent  the  population  from  starvation. 

2nd.  There  is  little  if  any  employment  provided  under  the  Land  Improvement 
Act  in  this  Union. 

3rd.  From  the  circumstances  of  the  majority  of  the  landed  proprietors,  they 
are  unable  to  employ  the  labouring  population  on  their  respective  properties. 

For  the  above  reasons  I would  recommend  the  continuance  of  relief  under  the 
2nd  section,  to  the  able-bodied  paupers  of  the  Clifden  Union. 


Clifden  Union. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  9,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  state  whether  the  state 
of  the  Union  is  such  that  the  provisions  of  the  accompanying  order  to  Listowel 
Union  could  be  carried  into  effect. 

It  will  be  observed  that  under  that  order  single  men,  and  men  with  only  two 
children,  will  be  thrown  on  their  own  resources. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners: — March  7,  1848. 


I have  the  honour  to  report  that  I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  yesterday ; the  amount  of  business  to  be  disposed  of  obliged  the 
Board  to  adjourn  the  proceedings  to  this  day. 

Arrangements  are  in  active  progress  for  the  distribution  of  rations  to  all  classes 
in  cooked  food.  I hope  in  my  next  report  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  the  issue  of 
dry  meal  has  altogether  ceased. 

Upon  reference  to  the  accounts  of  the  contractor  who  supplies  meal  for  the 

Clifden  electoral  division,  I find  that  the  number  of  rations  issued  to  those  ordered 

relief  under  the  1st  and  2nd  sections  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  for  the  week 

ending  the  4th  March,  was  24,53S£.  The  population  of  the  electoral  division  is 

1 r 


It  occurs  to  me  that  this  issue  is  excessive,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  for 
the  Vice- Guardians  to  institute  a very  careful  revision  of  the  relieving  officers’ 
lists,  and  to  endeavour  to  check  imposition,  which  I am  satisfied  prevails  to  a 
very  great  extent.  In  consequence  of  the  books  of  the  several  relieving  officers 
not  being  as  yet  complete,  the  Guardians  are  not  in  a position  to  proceed  to  a 
revision,  and  though  assistance  has  been  given  to  the  officers,  yet  the  out-door 
relief  register  has  not  been  filled ; and  the  lists  of  those  receiving  relief  have 
consequently  not  been  made  out,  printed,  and  posted,  according  to  your  directions. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  informed  me  that  with  the  view  of  preventing 
imposition,  they  have  proposed  a plan  for  checking  the  issues  which  has  been 
already  submitted  to  you. 

The  first  distribution  in  cooked  food  in  Clifden  electoral  division  will  take 
place  to-day,  -and  the  economy  in  the  expenditure  will  necessarily  show  itself.  I 
have  proposed  to  the  Guardians  that  those  receiving  relief  under  the  1st  section 
shall  have  the  rations  at  a morning  issue,  1 1 o’clock,  and  that  the  able-bodied 
shall  be  served  on  the  completion  ot  their  task,  say  4 o’clock,  p.m.  The  overseer 
in  charge  will  be  held  responsible  for  bringing  the  men  under  his  charge  to  the 
kitchen,  where  they  will  be  served  in  the  order  their  names  appear  on  his  list. 
I think  this  arrangement  will  ensure  order  and  regularity. 

Ihe  collection  of  the  rate  during  the  week  amounted  to  1 13/.  17$. 

The  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  is  about  150?. 

The  collectors,  have  received  directions  to  furnish  returns  of  the  immediate 
lessors  and  occupiers  in  arrear,  which  shall  be  forwarded  ; to  you  with  the  least 
possible  delay. 

I he  Guardians  have  directed  proceedings  to  be  taken  against  all  defaulting 
ra  e-payers.  Tlie  fifteen-day  notice  has  been  served  where  practicable  on  imme- 
diate lessors,  and  proceedings  by  civil  bill  shall  be  used  in  such  cases  as  may  be 
deemed  advisable  * 


The  amount  of  rate  uncollected  in  the  Union  is  1279?.  6$.  Sd 

The  Guardians  yesterday  elected  Patrick  Joyce,  master  of  the  workhouse.  I 
have  every  reason  to  beheve  that.  Joyce  will  make  an  efficient  master.  He  is  at 
t}lerelievmg  officers,  and  has  given  much  satisfaction  in  the  execution 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report.  Dr.  Bodkin,  the  medical  attendant  of  the 
workhouse,  died  of  fever,  contracted  in  the  discharged  his  duties. 

Ihe  Guardians  have  appointed  Dr.  Suffield  to  act  pro  tempore. 

■ enahled  to  state  that  disease  has  decreased  very  considerably 

in  the  workhouse.  I beg  leave  to  enclose  a report  from  Dr.  Suffield,  in  reference 
to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  house.  During  a tour  which  I made  last  week  of 
the  noi  thein  part  of  the  Union,  I learned  that  fever  prevails  to  a very  great  extent. 

Ihe  Guardians  have  not  been  enabled  as  yet  to  procure  a suitable  building  for 
the  fever  hospital  at  Balhnakill.  I have  not  failed  to  call  their  attention  to  the 
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importance  of  providing  accommodation  for  fever  patients  in  that  district  witli  the 
least  possible  delay. 

A supply  of  bedding  has  been  ordered  for  Clifdeii  temporary  fever  hospital, 
which  will  be  open  for  the  reception  of  patients  in  a few  days. 

The  Guardians  have  secured  a building  in  Roundstone  for  another  hospital.  It 
is  fast  advancing  to  completion. 

The  relieving  officer  of  South  Roundstone  has  reported  to  the  Vice-Guardians 
that  fever  prevails  to  a very  alarming  extent  in  his  district,  and  that  the  mortality 
is  very  great.  The  inhabitants  are  20  miles  distant  by  land  from  any  medical 
relief ; and  from  a knowledge  which  I possess  of  that  locality,  I would  strongly 
recommend  the  establishment  of  a fever  hospital  at  Carna,  which  is  nearly  the 
centre  of  the  district. 

Dr.  Gannon,  who  has  been  appointed  medical  attendant  of  the  Roundstone 
hospital,  could  in  fine  weather  cross  the  bay  to  Carna.  By  land  the  distance  from 
Roundstone  to  Carna  is  about  20  Irish  miles. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  of  Health  will  no  doubt  be  directed  by  you  to  this 
important  matter. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Suffield  to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Clifden  Union  : — March  4,  1848. 

It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  inform  you,  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  work- 
house  has  much  improved  since  my  last  report;  disease  has  much  decreased,  and  at  present 
there  are  but  65  cases  in  hospital ; of  this  number  dysentery  forms  by  far  the  greatest  number, 
and  children  are  the  principal  sufferers.  Of  fever  there  are  but  a few  cases’  and  those  are 
of  a mild  nature.  To  a proper  arrangement  of  the  dietary  I consider  we  must  look  to  check 
the  progress  of  dysentery  and  bowel  complaints  now  so  prevalent,  and  to  this  point  I would 
in  particular  direct  your  attention.  Much  has  been  gained  by  the  change  already  made  in 
the  dietary  ; but  I would  again  suggest  that  all  children  in  the  house  at  and  under  six  years 
of  age  should  receive  bread  and  milk  diet,  without  Indian  meal  stirabout,  together  with  rice 
and  soup  occasionally ; and  if  possible,  that  warm  clothing  and  shoes  should  be  procured  for 
the  children— the  cold  in  the  feet  having  a great  effect  in  producing:  dysentery.  The  children 
also  complain  of  insufficient  bed-clothes;  steps  should  be  taken  to  remedy  this.  A great  evil 
which  now  exists,  and  which  must  lead  to  bad  results,  is  allowing  the  paupers  to  sleep  two 
and  three  in  a bed ; this  is  highly  injurious,  and  should  be  remedied  without  delay.  It  is 
caused  not  from  want  of  room,  but  lor  want  ol  bed  and  bedding.  The  changes  lately  made 
in  the  hospital  have  proved  of  infinite  service ; hut  I have  to  complain  of  the  want  of  a proper 
supply  of  clean  sheets,  quilts,  and  bed-ticks  ; without  these  the  hospital  cannot  be  kept  clean, 
nor  disease  be  checked.  Clean  clothes  should  also  be  provided  for  the  hospital  ward-maids. 
Having  applied  to  the  matron,  she  was  unable  to  give  them  a supply. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  8,  1848. 

In  pursuance  of  your  directions  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the  2nd  March, 
that  I should  supply  you  information  with  respect  to  the  expenditure  for  providing 
temporary  accommodation  for  fever  patients  in  Clifden  electoral  division,  the 
funds  to  be  economized,  and  the  improvements  to  be  made  in  the  workhouse; 
I have  the  honour  to  report,  that  the  sum  which  has  been  borrowed  by  the 
late  Board  of  Guardians  for  the  alteration^  &c.s  of  the  hospital  was  200 1.}  of 
which  about  120£.  will  be  expended,  according  to  the  estimates  submitted  to  your 
architect.  With  the  balance  remaining  I would  suggest  first,  that  the  present 
Board-room  of  the  workhouse  should  be  divided,  so  as  to  provide  a relieving 
officer’s  room,  which  could  also  be  used  as  a clerk’s  office,  and  that  the  present 
clothes  store,  at  the  north  end  of  the  Board-room,  should  be  increased  in  size. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  suggested,  with  the  view  of  affording  additional 
dormitory  accommodation,  that  their  present  Board-room  should  be  used  for  that 
purpose,  and  that  a Board-room  should  be  provided  in  one  of  the  buildings  at 
present  occupied  as  a schoolroom.  I beg  leave  to  forward  a plan  for  carrying  this 
suggestion  into  effect  . . ':h  has  been  prepared  for  the  Vice-Guardians. 

I am  fully  sensible  the  importance  of  providing  additional  accommodation 
in  the  workhouse,  but  at  the  same  time  I am  not  prepared  to  recommend  any 
alteration  which  would  effect  the  external  appearance  of  the  building.  It  would 
be,  no  doubt,  desirable  to  have  a Board-room  detached  from  the  house,  hut  I fear 
the  arrangement  proposed  could  not  be  carried  out  without  producing  incongruity 
of  style.  Windows  should  be  broken  out  from  the  roof  of  the  building  in  which 
the  attic  Board-room  is  proposed,  and  the  opposite  school-house  should  be  decorated 
similarly. 
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The  present  ventilating  turrets  of  the  main  building  are  very  much  out  of 
repair,  and  it  occurs  to  me  that  they  may  be  dispensed  with  in  this  exposed 
climate  where  there  is  such  constant  rain  ; it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  them  staunch, 
and  as  the  stair-cases,  over  which  they  are  placed  are  lighted  by  small  windows 
their  removal  would  be  the  less  objectionable.  I would  suggest  (supposing  that 
you  consented  to  their  removal)  that  one  of  them  should  be  placed  on  the  centre 
line  of  the  roof  between  the  two  chimneys,  as  a belfry  turret.  This,  in  my 
opinion,  would  break  the  line  of  the  roof,  and  in  no  way  affect  the  architectural 
appearance  of  the  building.  A bell  is  much  required  in  the  house. 

The  Vice-Guardians  having  determined  to  take  the  quantity  of  land  which  they 
are  empowered  to  do,  under  the  1 and  2 Viet.  cap.  56,  and  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Extension  Act.  I beg  leave  to  state,  that  the  land  which  they  have  negotiated  for 
with  Mr.  D’Arcy  is  peculiarly  eligible  for  the  purposes  required.  There  are 
about  five  acres  immediately  fronting  the  house,  at  each  side  of  which  are  the  two 
roads  leading  into  the  town  of  Clifden.  A boundary  wall,  at  some  future  time, 
could  enclose  all.  Immediately  behind  the  workhouse  site  is  the  land  proposed  to 
be  taken  for  a permanent  fever  hospital,  which  is  also  eligibly  situated.  The 
enclosed  sketch  will  point  out  the  position  of  the  land,  &c.  In  a few  days  I shall 
forward  an  accurate  survey  of  it.  I trust  that  the  arrangements  for  getting- 
possession  may  soon  be  perfected,  as  I am  most  anxious  to  see  it  cropped. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  7,  1848. 

We  were  unable  from  the  pressure  of  yesterday’s  business  at  our  Board  to 
make  our  report  last  evening. 

We  beg  to  submit  the  weekly  collection  of  the  rates  in  the  several  divisions, 
viz. : — 


Ballindoon 
Clifden  . 
Roundstone 
Renvyle 


£.  s.  d. 
6 0 0 
2 12  0 
91  3 0 
14  2 0 


113  17  0 


In  compliance  with  the  order  of  your  Board  we  required  the  several  collectors 
to  fill  up  the  printed  forms  of  the  lessors  who  are  defaulters  of  the  rates.  These 
lists  we  expect  will  be  complete  by  Friday  next. 

In  reference  to  the  elections  for  master  and  matron  we  have  to  state,  that  of  five 
applicants  of  the  former  office  we  have  selected  Mr.  Patrick  Joyce,  one  of  our 
present  relieving  officers,  a selection  which  the  Inspector,  Mr.  Deane,  approves, 
and  which*  we  trust,  will  prove  a judicious  one.  No  person  possessing  the  requisite 
qualifications  for  matron  having  presented  herself  we  have  ordered  new  advertise- 
ments in  the  papers. 

The  appointment  of  a medical  attendant  to  our  workhouse,  in  place  of  the  late 
Doctor  Bodkin,  engages  our  most  serious  attention,  and  on  that  subject  we  shall 
have  the  honour  of  submitting  our  views  in  a special  report. 

Tne  sanitary  state  of  the  workhouse  is  satisfactory.  Fever  is  decreasing,  and 
although  the  mortality  for  the  past  week  was  10,  some  of  those  were  in  a dyino- 
state  when  admitted.  J & 

We  regret  to  state  that  in  the  rural  divisions  fever  is  reported  to  be  on  the 
increase.  We  have  taken  active  measures  for  the  provision  of  an  hospital  at 
Roundstone;  it  will  contain  about  40  patients,  and  will  be  ready  very  shortly 

In  Ballinakill  we  have  authorized  Doctor  Suffield  to  select  the  most  available 
house. 

I he  relieving  officer  of  South  Roundstone  came  this  day  before  us  and  gave  a 
most  appalling  account  of  his  district.  Fever  is  rife  in  every  house ; there  is  no 
medical  man  in  the  whole  division.  The  population  is  in  utter  want,  without 
any  resource,  and  unless  some  remedial  steps  are  promptly  taken,  a plague  will 
carry  them  off  in  hundreds.  We  would  ask  the  instructions  of  your  Board  on 
this  matter.  We  have  no  possibility  of  providing  in  this  district  medical  aid; 
and  it  it  were  not  out  of  course  we  would  ask,  if  permissable,  that  your  Board 
should  appoint  a physician  to  inspect  the  locality  and  its  condition,  with  a view 
ofapplymg  the  most  available  means  of  checking  the  spread  of  contagion  and  loss 
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On  this  day  the  distribution  of  cooked  food  commenced  here.  We  hope  to 
find  it  both  efficacious  and  economical,  and  that  in  a few  days  all  the  kitchens  in 
the  Union  will  he  at  full  operation. 

As  soon  as  we  shall  have  received  the  decision  of  your  Board  on  our  proposed, 
system  for  checking  distribution,  as  submitted  in  our  report  of  the  2nd  instant, 
we  shall  be  enabled  to  state  our  views  as  to  the  present  mode  of  allowing  con- 
tractors to  be  distributors. 

We  have  taken  measures  to  have  the  quantity  of  land  proposed  to  be  taken 
for  the  use  of  the  workhouse  ascertained,  and  shall  duly  state  the  result  to  your 
Board. 

We  are  most  urgent  with  the  relieving  officers  to  complete  their  returns,-  but 
the  utter  confusion  of  the  system  hitherto  pursued  precludes  the  possibility  of  any 
immediate  check  on  them,  or  on  their  orders  to  the  distributors.  We,  as  public 
officers,  the  rate-payers,  and  the  destitute,  are  totally  at  their  discretion. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  10,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Phelan,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  has  been 
requested  to  proceed  to  Roundstone  without  delay,  with  a view  to  the  adoption  of 
the  best  means  which  may  be  practicable  for  checking  the  disease  which  you 
report  to  exist  there. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners: — March  13,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  9th  instant,  requesting  that  I would 
inform  you  whether  the  state  of  the  Clifden  Union  was  such  that  the  provisions  of 
the  order  issued  to  the  Listowel  Union  could  be  carried  into  effect  therein,  I have 
to  state  that  I do  not  think  it  would  be  safe  to  reduce  the  number  of  those  receiving- 
relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  in  the  manner 
proposed.  I have  taken  great  trouble  to  ascertain  whether  the  distress  is  of  that 
extent  to  justify  me  in  coming  to  that  conclusion,  and  I regret  to  inform  you,  that 
owing  to  the  great  prevalence  of  disease,  that  I cannot  recommend  you  to  alter  the 
order  under  the  2nd  section,  in  the  particulars  suggested. 

I have  every  hope  that  the  rigorous  imposition  of  the  workhouse  test,  the  use 
of  cooked  food,  and  the  exacting  oflabour  in  return  for  rations,  will  soon  materially 
decrease  the  numbers  on  the  lists. 

At  present  I cannot  conscientiously  advise  a reduction  in  the  numbers  receiving 
relief  under  the  able-bodied  order. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  13,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  my  attendance  at  the  weekly  meeting  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  held  this  day,  the  proceedings  of  which  have  been  adjourned  until 
to-morrow.  The  collection  of  the  rate  during  the  past  week  amounted  to  72Z.  4s., 
51.  having  been  handed  in  by  the  collector  of  the  Ballindoon  district  after  the 
accounts  had  been  closed. 

I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  books  of  the  relieving 
officers  have  not  as  yet  been  completed  with  the  view  either  to  the  filling  up  of 
the  out-door  relief  register,  or  the  preparation  of  the  lists  for  posting  in  conspi- 
cuous places  through  the  Union. 

I have  used  my  best  exertions  to  have  these  important  services  completed,  but 
regret  to  say  that  I have  not  been  enabled  to  obtain  the  returns  from  the  relieving 
officers.  I have  called  on  the  Vice-Guardians  to  put  the  100th  section  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament  into  force  should  any  further  delay  take  place. 

I regret  to  state  that  there  are  good  grounds  for  coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
one  ot  the  relieving  officers  has  grossly  neglected  his  duty.  The  accompanying 
letter  from  the  Bridewell-keeper  of  Clifden  details  a statement  in  reference  to  the 
death  of  an  individual,  which  will  oblige  me  to  hold  an  investigation  on  oath  in 
respect  to  the  same. 

It  is  my  intention  to  proceed  to  Kilkerrin  to-morrow  in  order  to  inquire  into 
the  circumstances,  and  shall  report  to  you  accordingly. 

I have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  I have  been  enabled  to  establish  the 
use  of  cooked  food  at  the  greater  number  of  the  depots  in  the  Union.  The 
economy  in  the  expenditure  by  this  arrangement  has  been  very  considerable. 
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I regret  to  state  that  fever  prevails  to  a great  extent  in  the  Union.  I am 
informed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  that  Dr.  Phelan  has  been  instructed  to  visit 
Clifden  with  the  view  of  reporting  to  you  on  the  same.  It  will  be  most  desirable 
that  you  should  he  put  into  possession,  from  his  medical  experience,  of  the  true 
state  of  the  district  in  respect  to  the  progress  of  disease. 

Dr.  Suffield  has  been  elected  medical  attendant  to  the  Union  workhouse  and 
temporary  hospital  attached  thereto.  It  is  satisfactory  that  the  Guardians  have 
made  so  excellent  a selection,  which  will  fully  appear  from  his  testimonials,  which 
(collected  in  a printed  form)  I have  the  pleasure  to  forward  you. 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  there  is  a visible  improvement  in 
the  state  of  the  workhouse.  From  the  constant  visits  I pay  to  that  establishment, 
I am  enabled  personally  to  superintend  the  best  measures  for  ensuring  discipline, 
order,  and  regularity,  and  it  is  a matter  of  much  gratification  to  be  enabled  to  see 
the  results' of  my  labour. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Kerrigan,  Keeper  of  Clifden  Bridewell,  to  Mr.  O’Leary  : — March  12,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  one  of  the  most  revolting  cases  that,  ever  came 
under  my  notice  these  15  years  past.  At  11  o’clock  last  night  a knocking  came  to  the  Bride- 
well gate,  upon  which  I got  up  and  opened  it,  when  James  Cook,  the  brother  of  the  relief  officer 
of  Carna  district,  appeared  outside  with  two  persons,  the  husband  and  wife,  and  the  barrack 
orderly  in  Clifden;  the  wife  appeared  to  me  to  be  quite  dead,  upon  which  they  dragged  her 
out  of  the  car  like  a dead  sheep,  and  pulled  her  into  the  door  and  left  her  and  the  husband, 
Daniel  Flaherty,  in  my  custody.  I drew  her  into  the  men’s  day-room,  it  being  out  of  my 
power  to  put  her  up  stairs,  the  place  appropriated  for  females,  but  to  my  astonishment  she 
never  moved  hand  or  foot  since  that  moment,  and  never  uttered  a word.  Such  cruel  treatment, 
of  human  beings  is  revolting  to  human  nature.  Her  husband  says  that  they  were  so  treated 
that,  all  their  family  died  of  starvation : and  shocking  to  relate  that  the  unfortunate  victim, 
the  deceased,  cut  off  the  feet  from  the  ancles  of  one  of  the  children  and  eat  of  them. 

I solemnly  declare  that  I think  I am  in  duty  bound  to  report  this  and  other  similar  acts  of 
cruelty  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  from  that  district  where  Thomas  Cook  officiates, 
before  a jury  of  my  countrymen,  which  I hope  will  take  place  at  the  investigation  of  the 
deceased. 

P.S. — I hope  your  honour  will  cause  an  investigation. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  16,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  your  report  of  the  13th  instant,  and  have 
read  with,  deep  concern  the  dreadful  circumstances  relating  to  the  destitution  of  a 
family  named  Flaherty,  referred  to  in  your,  report.  The  Commissioners  await 
your  further  report  of  the  inquiry  which  you  state  it  to  be  your  intention  to  make 
into  this  case. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  13,  1848. 

_ The  rate  collectors  handed  in  to-day,  the' treasurer’s  receipts  for  last  week’s 
collection,  as  follows : — 


Clifden 
Ballindoon 
Renvyle  . 
Roundstone 


£3  10  0 
7 7 0 
53  14  0 
7 13  <0 


72  4 0 

They  also  produced  the  required  return  of  the  defaulters  (with  the  exception  of 
the  Roundstone  colledtor,  who  was  unable  on  account  of  illness),  aud  will  send 
them  up  forthwith.  We  consider,  all  facts  taken  into  account,  that  the  collection 
of  the  rates  in  this  Union  is  creditable,  but  we  feel  bound  to  add  that  it  would  be 
hopeless  to  rely  on  any  supplies  from  a new  rate,  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
avail  of  before  October.  r 

We  beg  to  remark  that  in  the  whole  interior  management. of  the  house  a signal 
improvement  is  observable  ; the  cleanliness,  ventilation,  and  good  order,  of  every 
department  is  a pleasing  contrast  with  its  aspect  a few  weeks  since,  whilst  the 
decrease  of  mortality  and  improved  appearance  of  the  inmates  warrant  us  in  hoping 
that  the  course  now  adopted,  and  which  shall  be  enforced,  will  ensure  a continuous 
progress  to  perfect  order. 

Our  most  strenuous  efforts  have  been  devoted  to  generalize  through  the  Union 
the  distribution  of  cooked  food,  our  anxiety  is  that  the  kitchens  should  be  so 
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located  that  the  poor,  especially  the  infirm  and  widows,  should  not  have  too  far 
to  walk  for  their  daily  supplies ; and  our  present  impression  is,  that  two  miles 
(two  going  and  two  returning)  is  the  maximum  which  such  parties  should  be 
required  to  travel.  This  arrangement  would  place  the  boilers  four  miles  apart, 
and  from  our  observation  of  the  state  of  the  people  and  of  the  country  we  are 
satisfied  that  a greater  distance  would  not  he  expedient.  When  the  maps  reach 
us  we  shall  be  better  enabled  to  satisfy  our  minds  on  this  very  important  con- 
sideration. 

It  is  our  duty  to  advert  to  an  occurrence  of  a very  revolting  nature  which 
occurred  in  the  Bridewell  of  this  town  on  Sunday  morning.  We  do  not  believe 
that  either  the  event  itself,  or  its  cause  or  consequences,  can  by  possibility  be 
proved  to  have  any  relation  to  the  out-door  relief  system ; but  as  the  matter  was 
brought  under  our  notice,  aryl  as  it  could  not  fail  to  attract  our  instant  attention, 
we  think  it  necessary  to  place  the  details,  - as  far  as  they  have  been  ascertained, 
before  your  Board. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  Bridewell  keeper  of  Clifden  addressed  a note  to  one  of 
the  Guardians,  stating  that  a woman  who  had  been  brought  in  with  her  husband 
on  a charge  of  stealing  a calf,  by  a police  constable  and  a man  named  James 
Cook  (an  overseer  under  our  Board),  from  whom  the  calf  had  been  stolen,  died 
immediately  on  her  removal  from  the  cart;  due  notice  had  been  given  to  the 
police,  and  an  investigation  instituted  by  the  magistracy.  We  at  once  conferred 
with  Mr.  Deane.  A confidential  officer  was  forthwith  despatched  to  Kilkerrin, 
in  the  Roundstone  division,  to  ascertain,  facts,  he  has  discharged  his  task  most 
efficiently ; and  this  morning-  Mr.  Deane,  Temporary  Inspector,  proceeded  with 
Dr.  Suffield  to  hold  a sworn  investigation  as  to  the  truth  of  statements  made 
by  the  husband,  of  his  having  devoured  the  feet  of  one  of  his  children,  two  of 
whom  he  alleges  to  be  interred  in  or  near  his  cabin.  The  particulars  shall  be  all 
duly  lurnished  to  your  Board  by  Mr.  Deane ; we  only  desire  to  state  the  event, 
and  to  add  that  our  conviction  is,  that  want  of  food  was  not  the  immediate  cause 
of  the  poor  woman’s  death,  as  they  had  received  their  due  supply  of  meal,  some 
meal  being  in  the  house  when  the  husband  was  made  prisoner,  and  the  meat  of 
the  calf  alleged  to  be  stolen  found  with  them.  From  the  inhumanity  of  James 
Cook,  exhibited  by  having  brought  the  poor  creature  on  a most  inclement  day  in 
an  open  cart,  without  even  straw  to  protect  her  from  the  injuries  of  a long 
journey,  we  felt  coerced  to  dismiss  him  at  once  from  any  service  under  our  Board. 

We  went  this  day,  after  discharging  our  duties  at  the  Board,  (which  had  to 
adjourn  yesterday)  to  Cleggan  ; the  misery  and  destitution  there  exceed  any  other 
district  we  have  as  yet  visited,  and  our  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  increasing 
the  kitchens  for  distributing  cooked  food  is  strengthened.  Disease  in  that 
locality  is  very  prevalent,  measles,  dysentery,  and  fever,  abound.  We  have 
resolved  to  use  rice  in  proportion  of  one-fifth  with  Indian  meal,  and  we  are 
sanguine  that  this  diet  properly  cooked  and  regularly  supplied  will  before  long 
check  disease. 

- We  are  desirous  of  having  your  Board’s  instructions  as  to  the  use  to  which  the 
new  fever  hospital  of  Clifden  is  to  be  applied.  Is  it  merely  to-be  confined  to  the 
paupers  who  may  be  stricken  with  contagious  disease  in  the  workhouse?  or  is  it- 
available  for  the  general  sick  poor  of  the  division  who  may  be  so  afflicted  ? If 
there  be  no  order  to  the  contrary  we  would  respectfully  urge  the  stem  necessity 
of  admitting  to  the  benefit  of  that  hospital,  in  time,  the -fever  patients  of  the  town 
and  its  vicinity.  Now  that  the  workhouse  is  comparatively  healthy,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  ample  accommodation  of  the  new  temporary  hospital  would  be 
more  than  sufficient1  for  the  cases  which  may  arise  in  the  house ; we  also  have 
been  convinced  that  removing  in  time  the  first  member  of  a family  afflicted  with 
fever,  will  prove  economical  as  well  as  remedial. 

We  have  already  expressed  our  hope  that  the  cooked  food  issued  instead  of  meal 
will  prove  a vast  saving,  and  more  efficient  as  a means  of  relief  to  the  really 
destitute.  We  again  have  cause  to  believe  that  when  it  shall  be  brought  into 
general  operation  under  the  plan  we  propose  to  adopt,  an  immense  saving  of  the 
public  funds  will  he  obtained. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  23,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  removal  of  James  Cook,  one  of  the 
overseers  of  work,  under  the  circumstances  stated  in.  your  report ; . and  with  a view 
to  disqualify  him  from  again  holding  any  office  under  a Board-  of  Guardians  in 
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any  Union  in  Ireland,  tlie  Commissioners  will  issue  an  order  under  seal  for  -his 
dismissal. 

The  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  sanction  any  further  arrangements  which 
may  appear  calculated  effectually  to  meet  the  distress  in  the  district  of  Cleggan. 

The  Commissioners  consider  that  the  temporary  fever  hospital  at  Clifden  may 
"be  used  for  all  fever  cases  in  Clifden  division,  the  other  divisions  being  furnished 
with  hospitals  for  patients  belonging  to  those  districts. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissionebs  : — March  18,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  I proceeded  to  Kilcorran  on  Tuesday  last 
to  hold  an  investigation  on  oath  in  reference  to  the  horrible  circumstances  detailed 
in  the  letter  of  the  bridewell  keeper  of  Clifden,  which  accompanied  my  report  of 
the  14th  instant.  It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I am  enabled  to  state  that  so  far 
as  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law  is  concerned,  no  blame  can  be  attached  to 
any  official  connected  therewith.  Upon  reference  to  the  Application  and  Report 
Book  for  the  electoral  division  of  Roundstone,  I found  that  Bart  Flaherty,  his 
wife,  and  four  children,  have  been  recipients  of  relief  since  their  discharge  from 
the  workhouse  on  the  9th  of  last  December.  The  number  in  the  Application 
Book  is  21,  and  opposite  thereto  are  the  initials  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  D’Arcy. 
The  relieving  officer,  whose  testimony  was  corroborated  by  several  witnesses, 
proved  that  that  relief  was  duly  and  properly  given  to  the  family. 

The  hut  of  Bart  Flaherty  is  situated  about  half  a-quarter  of  a mile  from  the 
residence  of  the  relieving  officer,  and  I had  abundant  evidence  adduced  to  me  to 
satisfy  me  that  he  (Flaherty)  and  his  family  had  attended  daily  for  their  rations. 

The  whole  family,  six  in  number,  have  been  attacked  with  fever ; and  previous 
to  the  circumstauces  I am  about  to  detail  three  of  the  children,  viz.,  Martin,  Mary 
and  Pat,  died  of  it. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant,  at  6 a.m.,  a man,  named  James  Corke,  ac- 
companied by  Mark  Conneely,  proceeded  to  Flaherty’s  house  to  search  for  a calf 
which  was  stolen  from  Corke’s  land.  Conneely  and  Corke  looked  through  an 
opening  in  the  wall  of  the  hut,  and  saw  Bart  Flaherty,  his  wife  Honor,  a woman, 
named  Bridget  Marmion,  and  Margaret  Flaherty,  daughter  of  Bart  Flaherty, 
lying  on  the  floor,  and  the  hide  of  the  calf  placed  over  them.  Corke  and  Con- 
neely went  to  the  police  station,  and  one  of  the  constables  came  to  the  house  and 
arrested  Flaherty.  It  is  important  to  observe  that  this  man,  alleged  to  be  in  such 
a state  of  destitution,  took  with  him  from  his  house  to  the  police  barracks  a bag  of 
meal ! This  was  fully  proved  by  the  witnesses  I examined.  On  the  following 
day  James  Corke  called  on  the  police  to  have  Flaherty’s  wife  arrested  also,  and  she 
was  accordingly  brought  to  the  station  in  custody.  On  her  arrival  there,  she  told 
the  constabulary  that  before  she  was  taken  to  Clifden,  she  wished  to  get  some 
meal  that  was  in  her  hut.  The  witness  Conneely  distinctly  swore  that  he  saw  a 
stone  of  meal  in  the  house  independent  of  the  bag  which  the  husband  took  awav. 
On  baturday  morning,  about  11  o’clock,  the  police  took  the  prisoners  to  Clifden. 
For  about  16  or  17  miles  of  the  road  they  travelled  on  an  outside  jaunting-car* 
and  lor  the  remainder  of  the  distance  on  a common  car. 

It  appears  from  the  testimony  of  constable  Archy  that  the  woman  Honor  Fla- 
herty was  m a very  sickly  condition  when  she  was  put  on  the  car,  and  the  day  was 
extremely  cold  and  severe.  The  constable  stated  to  me  that  he  did  not  hear  the. 
woman  complain  during  the  journey:  she  was  offered  bread  by  her  husband  but 
refused  to  eat  it.  Shortly  after  her  arrival  at  the  bridewell  she  died,  and  there  can  . 
be  no  doubt  whatever  that  her  death  was  caused  by  exposure  to  cold  and  wet  during 

!fl  t°  mi-eSl'  «ThT  ?re  ?trictly  the  fa0ts  connectel1  with  that  part  of 
the  bridewell-keeper  s letter  which  relates  to  the  death  of  the  woman 

In  reference  to  the  disgusting  statement  made  by  Bart  Flaherty  of  his  havinir  been 
obhged  to  eat  a portion  of  his  child's  feet,  I have  to  assert  that  it  is  utterly  devoid 
?*  S',  i“T^  “Tt'ai1  Wltnesses  wIl°  ^ided  near  his  lmt,  and  one  and  all 
statement  ^ °f  ^ b<imS  “ reclplent  of  relief.  and  of  their  disbelief  of  bis 

Dr.  Suffield,  who  accompanied  me  to  Kilcorran,  went  to  the  hut  a short 
distance  outside  of  which,  covered  merely  with  o sod  and  a few  stones,  lying  on  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  were  the  bodies  of  two  of  the  children.  They  had  been 
dead  according  to  his  evidence,  about  two  months.  It  was  impossible,  as  he 
stated,  for  any  medical  man  to  come  to  a conclusion  as  to  whether  the  flesh  of  the 
legs  had  been  torn  or  cut,  the  bodies  being  far  advanced  in  decomposition. 
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One  witness,  Biddy  O’Driscoll,  swore  that  she  “blamed”  Flaherty  very  much 
for  not  burying  his  children,  and  that  her  son  had  offered  him  assistance  to  do  so 
but  that  he  refused. 

As  regards  the  death  of  Honor  Flaherty,  it  occurs  to  me  that  she  ought  not  to 
have  been  removed  in  the  condition  she  was  in,  and  on  so  inclement  a day.  As 
this  matter  involves  the  duties  of  the  constabulary,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
offer  any  further  observations. 

During  my  journey  to  Kilcor  ran  I made  inquiries  as  to  the  health  of  the  district, 
and  I regret  to  state  that  fever  rages  in  almost  every  village — indeed,  I may  say,  in 
almost  every  house.  I have  already  in  a former  report  called  your  attention  to 
the  absence  of  medical  relief  in  South  Roundstone  district,  and  I would  respectfully 
urge  on  you  the  necessity  of  communicating  with  the  Board  of  Health  in  relation 
thereto. 

I am  fully  aware  of  the  serious  expense  which  the  temporary  fever  hospitals  will 
entail  on  this  Union  ; but  I look  upon  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  to  be  almost 
paramount  to  every  other  consideration. 

I hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  a conference  with  Dr.  Phelan  on  this  subject,  to 
whom  I shall  more  particularly  point  out  the  necessity  of  providing  medical 
attendance  to  the  suffering  sick  of  the  locality  I have  alluded  to. 

The  Clifden  temporary  fever  hospital  was  opened  this  day  for  the  reception  of 
patients. 

I .visited  it  this  morning,  and  have  to  report  that  its  internal  arrangements  are 
most  satisfactory,  every  comfort  and  requisite  having  been  provided  for  the  sick. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  23,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  attention  of  the  Central  Board  of  Health  has 
been  drawn  to  the  prevalence  of  fever  in  certain  districts  of  the  Union. 


Mr.  O’Leary,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners: — March  18,  1848.. 

I am  anxious  to  express  my  opinions  to  your  Board  as  to  the  delay  of  the 
relieving  officers  in  this  Union  iu  furnishing  the  required  returns. 

It  is  evident,  that  from  the  commencement,  the  system  they  adopted  was  con- 
fused and  without  method.  The  thousands  crowding  upon  them  with  applications 
for  relief — the  necessity  of  investigating  as  far  as  they  could  these  cases — as 
well  as  the  urgency  of  giving  provisional  aid  in  emergencies — all  seem  to  have 
entangled  their  accounts,  and  to  have  produced  the  difficulty  which  now  still 
exists.  The  Vice-Guardians,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Inspector,  offered  every 
assistance;  but  such  has  been  the  complication,  that  as  yet  the  returns  cannot  be 
made  out. 

In  order  to  meet  this,  I would  respectfully  suggest  that  a person  competent  for 
the  duty  should  be  engaged  for  a short  time  to  arrange  the  relieving  officers’  books; 
and  once  the  lamentable  effects  of  a lax  method  were  removed,  it  would  be  easy  to 
keep  them  in  order.  I am  assured  that  a person  qualified  for  the  duty  can  be  had 
here  at  a very  reasonable  recompense  for  his  temporary  services. 

From  my  own  observation  I am  satisfied  that  the  relieving  officers’ powers,  as 
at  present  constituted,  afford  unlimited  scope  and  great  temptations  for  abuse.  In 
dispensing  provisional  relief  they  are  now  authorized  to  give  money  as  well  as  rice, 
sugar,  cocoa,  &c.,  &c. 

I am  aware  that  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  repose  confidence  in  these  officers ; 
but  I would  most  respectfully  express  my  conviction  that  it  is  dangerous  to  intrust 
them  with  a discretion  in  givi ng  money  in  any  case,  and  that  it  would  be  more  safe 
to  confine  their  orders,  in  cases  of  necessity,  for  rice,  bread,  &c.,  &c.,  to  the  depot- 
keeper  of  the  district.  To  render  this  effective,  I would  suggest  that  in  the.charge 
of  each  depot-keeper,  small  continuous  supplies  of  the  above  articles  be  kept,  and 
that  they  be  charged  to  his  account,  as  the  Indian  meal  now  is,  to  be  accounted  for 
in  a similar  way.  We  have  ordered  that  each  depot-keeper  should,  keep  a pass- 
book, debiting  himself  with  the  meal  received  from  the  contractor,  and  crediting 
himself  with  the  rations  daily  (fistribiited.  _ This  pass-book  is  to  be  sent  weekly 
to  the  Board-room,  compared  wjth  tips  contractor’s  book,  and  duly  noted  in  a book 
kept  in  the  Board-room  for  the  .purpqse.  I suggest  that  in  this  way  a check  cau 
be  kept,  and  the  supplies  given,  on  tjie  relieving -officers’ orders  more  effectively 
than  at  present ; besides,  the  prices  charged  for  small  quantities  of  such  articles 
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as  rice,  cocoa,  &c.,  are  75  per  cent,  more  than  we  could  procure  them  from  the 
depots. 

I am  desirous  to  receive  the  instructions  of  your  Board  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
the  travelling  expenses  of  the  Vice-Guardians  on  duty  shall  be  defrayed. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  20,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  hare  no  objection  to  your  employing 
some  competent  person  to  arrange  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers.  It  will 
remain  for  your  consideration,  whether  any  and  what  portion  of  the  expense  so  to 
be  incurred  should  be  deducted  from  the  relieving  officers’  salaries. 

The  Commissioners  will  make  no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  such  plans  as  you 
may  propose  for  checking  abuses  in  affording  out-door  relief  in  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  will  issue  an  order  for  payment  of  such  charges  for  travelling 
in  the  Union  as  it  may  be  necessary  for  you  to  incur,  when  they  are  enabled  to 
form  an  estimate  of  the  sum. to  which  such  expenses  may  amount. 

If  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  transmit  a statement  of  a week’s  expenses,  the 
Commissioners  will  take  the  subject  into  consideration. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners: — March  18,  1848. 

As  the  amount  of  the  current  collection  of  rate  will  from  this  date  be  totally 
inadequate  to  meet  the  necessary  expenditure  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor 
of  this  Union,  I beg  leave  to  request  your  attention  to  the  same,  with  the  view  of 
assistance  being  afforded  to  the  Vice- Guardians  from  the  funds  of  the  Committee 
of  the  British  Association. 

There  remains  about  40 1.  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer. 

The  greater  part  of  the  uncollected  balance  of  the  rate  is  chiefly  to  be  realized 
by  legal  proceedings,  and  in  many  instances  by  process  in  the  superior  courts  of 
law.- 

Under  the  circumstances  I think  it  right  to  solicit  your  interference  for  the 
assistance  so  much  required. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  21,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the 
British  Association  for  a further  advance  of  300Z.  worth  of  provisions  to  assist  the 
Vice-Guardians  in  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the 
Union. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  supply  them  on  Saturday  in  each 
week  with  an  estimate  of  the  weekly  sum  which  in  your  opinion  will  be  required 
in  older  to  preserve  from  starvation  the  destitute  poor  who  are  entitled  to  relief 
heads-  lifden  Uni°n’  formin§  a s&para*e  estimate  for  each  of  the  three  following 

1st.  Relief  in  the  workhouse. 


2nd.  Relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the 
1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

3rd.  Relief  to  able-bodied  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the  2nd  section 
oi  that  Act. 

The  Commissioners  are  also  desirous  of  receiving  a report  from  you  as  to  the 
making  of  a new  rate,  which  appears  to  be  required  in  the  Union. 


Mr.  O Leary, Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  20,  1848. 

, o-HATI  ti,eAonour  of  fitting  the  returns  of  the  rate  collectors  for  the 

week  ending  the  ISth  instant.  The  amounts  received  and  lodged  to  our  credit 
arc  as  ioiiow : — ° 


Division  of  Clifden 
Division  of  Ballindoon  . 
Division  of  Renvyle 
Division  of  Roundstone . 


£.  &.  d. 
Nil. 

13  0 0 
3 19  0 
16  12  0 
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There  is  reason  to  hope  that  some  of  the  large  defaulters  will  soon  pay  ud  their 
arrears,  and  some  will  be  coerced  to  pay ; but  a considerable  uncollectable  balance 
-‘llstill  remain  which  it  will  be  hopeless  to  expect  for  some  time. 

■/  co“tl'aetors  who  supplied  meal  for  out-door  relief  expressed  this  day 
considerable  annoyance  at  not  receiving  payments  on  account.  They  have  niven 
their  property  on  the  assurance  of  receiving  fortnightly  payments,  and  I would 
most  respectfully  urge  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  supplying  funds  to  meet  the 
claims,  as  if  they  should  withhold  even  two  days’  supply,  a most  disastrous  state  of 
things  would  be  the  result. 

In  reference  to  this  matter,  I am  desirous  of  receiving  your  Board’s  instructions 
and  views.  At  present  the  Vice-Guardians  enter  into  contracts  with  parties  for 
this  out-door  relief  supply;  they  also  sign  cheques  on  the  Treasurer  for  payment 
but  the  sums  sent  for  the  credit  of  that  account  do  not  pass  through  our  books’ 
consequently  the  balance  on  our  minutes  cannot  be  the  same  as  that  in  the  Trea- 
surer s account. 

I allude  to  this  for  my  own  guidance,  as  it  occurs  to  me  that  there  should  be 
either  separate  accounts  for  the  relief  inside  and  outside  the  workhouse,  or  the 
treasurer  s debits  ought  to  be  debits  also  on  our  books. 

Your  Board  will  permit  me  to  state,  tliat  hitherto  from  the  extent  of  the  evil— 
and  in  the  word  evil  I include  abuse  of  every  kind,  as  well  as  the  dreadful  destitu- 
tion it  was  not  possible  to  arrive  at  data  for  ascertaining  what  positive  amount  of 
distress  existed.  The  relieving  officers  had  to  afford  relief  in  a thousand  cases 
that  they  did  not  and  could  not  investigate.  Poverty  in  its  'worst  degree  was  so 
mingled  with  imposition,  that  they  could  notwait  to  separate  them  without  risking 
human  life,  and  a confusion  has  been  the  consequence,  which  we  are  now  doing 
our  utmost  to  bring  into  order.  But  now  we  hope  this  evil  is  at  an  end,  and  I 
trust  that  the  weekly  expenditure  which  has  hitherto  been  advancing  will  after 
tins  week,  decrease  under  the  operation  of  the  cooked  food  system,  and  of  the  plan 
for  checking  that  system.  Thus  the  great  objects  of  your  Board  and  of  all  interests 
will  be  effected,  tlie  destitute  will  be  relieved,  and  the  tax-payers  protected. 

Mr.  Phelan  this  day  minutely  inspected  the  workhouse,  and  offered  some  valuable 
advice  as  to  dietary,  &c.  It  shall  be  our  duty  to  bring  under  his  notice  every 
matter  affecting  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Union,  and  1 feeL  confident  that 
great  and  enduring  benefits  will  result  from  his  practical  observations  in  tlie  rural 
districts  on  the  prevailing  diseases  and  their  causes,  and  from  the  remedial  measures 
which  he  shall  recommend  for  adoption. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  25,  1848. 

I AM  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  had  previous  to  your  report 
made  application  to  the  British  Association  for  an  advance  of  300/.  to  assist 
you  m providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  sums  advanced  by  the  British  Association 
should,  when  paid  into  the  treasurer’s  hands,  be  debited  to  him  in  the  .Union 
accounts,  otherwise  it  will  appeal-  that  you  • overdraw  against  the  amount  in  his 
hands  to  your  credit; 


Mr.  O’Leary,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  22,  1848. 

I have  .the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th 
instant,  and  in  reply  I beg  to  state  that  I promptly  availed  .myself  of  your  per* 
mission  to  engage  a competent  person  in  the  duty  of  arranging  and.  bringing  into 
the  -required  order  the  books  ox  the  relieving  officers. . I shell  take  measures  to 
have  this  essential  object  effected  with  all  possible  expedition. 

Yesterday  I accompanied  Dr.  Phelan,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  Roundstone 
(returning  by  Ballmdoon).  I am  anxious  to  express  to  your  Board  my  delight 
that  your  prompt  compliance  with  our  request  has  conferred  on  this  district  tlie 
beneht  oi  Mr.  Phelan’s  inspection.  I feel  that  his  mission  will  save  many  lives, 
and  my  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  such  an  investigation  as  he  has,  with 
admirable  tact,  instituted  in  this  district,  was  painfully  corroborated  yesterday  in 
Roundstone,  and  this  day  in  Clifden.  As  he  will  place  before  .you  his  .views,  any 
further  notice  of  this  subject  on  my  part  would  be  superfluous. 

I wish  respectfully  to  have  your  Board’s  instructions  as  to  the  quantity  of 
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cooked  food  which  a ration  for  an  adult  should  contain.  At  present  an  imperial 
quart  of  Indian-meal  stirabout  is  the  amount  given  ; of  this  allowance  all  complain 
as  insufficient,  and  my  own  opinion  is,  that  it  is  not  enough  to  sustain  an  able- 
bodied  person  for  24  hours.  I consider  that  the  ration  should  consist,  of  the 
produce  of  one  pound  of  meal;  in  other  words,  that  112  lbs.  of  meal  cooked,  no 
matter  how  its  bulk  may  expand,  should  be  distributed  in  112  rations.  At  present 
the  food  is  given  by  a measure,  which  does  not  contain  more  than  three-fourths  of 
a pound  of  dry  meal.  I am  also  daily  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  having  rice 
in  sufficient  quantity  here.  The  price  here  is  75  per  cent,  over  its  value,  and  if 
we  had  a supply  to  enable  us  to  use  it  in  proportion  of  one-fourth  in  the  cooked 
food,  the  prevailing  and  fatal  epidemic,  dysentery,  would  be  soon  checked. 

Our  inspector,  Mr.  Deane,  being  obliged  to  obey  a Crown  summons  to  the 
Galway  Assizes,  justifies  my  again  alluding  to  the  expediency  of  having  funds  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  appease  the  demands  of  the  contractors  who  have  supplied  meal 
for  the  out-door  relief. 

I feel  coerced  to  express  my  opinion  to  your  Board  that  should  any  one  of  them 
refuse  a supply,  and  should  a rumour  be  spread  that  the  several  claims  of  our 
creditors  would  not  be  promptly  paid,  all  would  refuse,  and  the  whole  population 
dependent  on  relief  would  be  famished  before  aid  from  other  sources  could  be 
procured. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  25,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  respecting  the  quantity  of  cooked  food 
that  should  constitute  a ration  for  an  adult,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  you  as  to  rations  of  cooked  food,  which  should 
contain  (for  all  persons  above  nine  years  of  age)  the  produce  of  one  pound  of  meal. 

rI  he  attention  of  Sir  R.  I.  Routh  has  been  drawn  to  your  suggestion  with 
reference  to  procuring  a supply  of  rice. 


Mr.  Phelan  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  27,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  of  informing  you  that  I carefully  inspected  the  Clifden 
workhouse  on  the  20th  instant,  and  that  I visited  the  chief  parts  of  the  Union 
during  the  succeeding  week.  I shall  endeavour  in  the  following  report  to  lay 
before  you  such  circumstances  as  appear  to  me  to  require  remark  or  observation  in 
respect  to  the  state  of  the  house  and  to  that  of  the  Union. 

The  house  then  contained  289  paupers,  48  of  whom  were  in  the  infirmary; 
some  of  these  were  affected  with  fever  in  the  acute,  others  in  the  convalescent  stacre! 
These  fever  cases  were  in  the  same  wards  with  chronic  patients.  This  perhaps 
was  unavoidable  until  recently,  when  a house  was  fitted  up  in  the  town  for  the 
reception  of  extern  fever  patients,  into  which  I advised  that  those  also  who  become 
affected  with  fever  in  the  workhouse  should  be  sent  during  illness  and  convales- 
cence : this  suggestion  will  be  acted  on.  The  house  fitted  up  for  the  fever  cases 
is  m a good  locality,  and  for  Clifden  is  well  arranged  and  will  accommodate  about 
50  patients. 

Ihe  workhouse,  yards,  and  outer  ground,  were  in  process  of  improvement  • but 
as  the  new  master  was  only  a few  days  in  office,  and  there  was  no  matron  except 
a very  inadequate  and  unfit  one  on  trial,  the  state  of  the  entire  was  far  from  satis- 
factory,_ although  under  the  circumstances  much  better  than  could  perhaps  have 
been  fairly  expected,  and  even  in  their  present  state  vastly  better  than  when  I 
before  visited.  I could  perceive  that  the  inspector  and  Vice  Guardians  have  been 
cairying  out  much  judicious  improvements,  and  I have  no  doubt  they  will  soon 
have  the  entire  in  good  order. 

The  medical  officer  lately  appointed,  is  an  active,  and  I have  reason  to  expect 
wifi  be  an  efficient  officer,  * 

I visited  several  houses  m Clifden,  in  which  I was  informed  that  some  poor 
peisons  were  ill  Dr.  Suffield  had  been  summoned  to  attend  at  the  Galway 
Assizes,  so  that  I had  not  the  benefit  of  his  assistance,  but  I found  a considerable 
number  chiefly  in  fever,  dysentery,  and  diarrhoea;  several  were  in  a hopeless  state. 
The  fever  cases  I sent  to  the  fever  hospital,  and  a few  of  the  dysentery  patients ; 
others  who  were  obtaining  out-door  relief,  I left  for  the  disposal  of  the  workhouse 
medical  officer,  who  is  also  the  medical  attendant  of  the  dispensary. 
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# I am  unable  to  describe  the  extreme  wretchedness  of  several  families  whom  I Clifden  Onion. 

visited  on  this  occasion.  They  were  literally  without  bed-clothes,  except  a ragged  

rug  or  old  blanket,  and  without  straw  to  lie  on.  Filth  and  every  circumstance'tnat 
tend  to  create  or  to  extend  disease  existed  in  the  highest  degree,  and  the  crowding 
in  some  places  was  awful.  In  one  house,  designated  the  “ hulk,”  there  were  58 
persons ; in  another,  called  the  “ rookery,”  there  were  42 ; not  one  of  them 
except  one  family,  was  in  good  health  ; riot  one  but  was  half  naked.  The  apart- 
ments of  some  were  so  foul  that  I could  not  remain  in  them  for  many  minutes. 

Added  to  all  this,  moral  depravity  had  evidently  chosen  its  abode  in  these  wretched 
places ; the  exception  as  to  bad  health,  was  a woman  who  had  seven  bastard 
children,  all  in  good  health ; she,  like  the  others,  was  getting  out-door  relief. 

I visited  Roundstone,  accompanied  by  Mr.  O’Leary,  the  Vice-Guardian.  The 
medical  officer  of  the  dispensary  was  at  the  assizes  ; but  the  relieving  officer  and 
one  of  the  police  pointed  out  some  houses  in  which  fever  was  said  to  prevail,  and 
I found  their  account  but  too  true.  In  some  houses  I found  persons  affected  with 
fever,  others  with  dysentery  and  diarrhoea,  and  some  who  had  been  long  dropsical 
and  who  were  evidently  in  a hopeless  state.  The  misery  and  the  extent  of  disease 
here  were  as  great,  perhaps  more  so,  than  at  Clifden.  At  the  latter  some  medical 
attendance  is  given  to  the  sick  ; at  the  fomer  I should  say  scarcely  any.  Iii  each 
house  where  1 found  sick  persons,  I inquired  if  the  resident  dispensary  medical 
officer,  Dr.  Gannon,  had  been  in  attendance  on  them;  in  a few  instances  he  had, 
in  all  the  attendance  was  nominal,  and  only  one  visit  was  paid. 

I beg  to  give  an  instance  or  two  : one  of  a family  named  Keough  became  ill  of 
fever  on  the  1st  of  January  last ; successively  the  several  members,  eight  in  number, 
and  the  father  and  mother,  got  ill  of  it.  Dr.  Gannon  was  applied  to  on  a dispen- 
sary recommendation  to  attend  them  ; he  paid  one  visit.  I found  six  of  the  family 
ill  bed,  four  in  the  only  bed  they  had,  two  lying  on  the  floor.  The  father  had 
been  buried  that  morning : the  mother  and  two  children  were  barely  convalescent. 

Until  attacked  by  this  illness,  although  in  humble  circumstances,  they  were  decent, 
and  comparatively  respectable  ; even  in  the  abject  state  of  misery  in  which  I saw 
them,  they  commanded  more  respect  and  excited  more  commiseration  than  any  I 
had  seen.  The  father  relapsed  twice  ; had  been  seen  once  by  the  medical  officer 
in  the  first  relapse ; during  the  three  weeks  succeeding  the  second  of  which  he 
died,  he  did  not  visit  him,  although  within  a few  perches  of  his  (Dr.  Gannon’s) 
residence.  Fever  has  existed  in  this  family  since  about  the  1st  of  January,  and 
has  completely  pauperized  them. 

I was  requested  to  see  a person  named  Barry,  who  had  been  a check  clerk  last 
summer ; from  want  of  food  he  had  been  gradually  getting  into  bad  health  for 
some  weeks.  He  applied  to  Dr.  Gannon  for  relief  and  for  medical  advice ; the 
latter  gave  a certificate  on  which  some  meal  was  obtained,  but  he  gave  no  medical 
relief.  General  dropsy  was  the  disease,  and  of  this  the  man  was  dying  when  I 
saw  him.  He  was  of  an  age,  and  of  such  appearance  as  would  afford  a fair 
expectation  that  by  appropriate  and  not  expensive  treatment,  he  might  recover, 
at  least  have  life  considerably  prolonged.  I met  Dr.  Gannon  two  days  afterwards, 
and  adverted  to  this  case,  expressing  my  surprise  that  he  did  not  adopt  some  treat- 
ment in  it,  but  he  applied  that  it  was  food  the  man  wanted,  not  medicine ; both 
were  absolutely  required.  He  died  next  day  after  I saw  him. 

This  man  was  surrounded  by  two  or  three  respectable  intelligent  looking 
daughters,  and  some  grand-children,  from  whom  it  was  impossible,  even  sur- 
rounded as  they  were  with  persons  in  the  same  condition,  not  to  feel  the  deepest 
commiseration,  and  the  more  so  as  the  father’s  life  might  have  been  prolonged. 

It  is  in  fact  these  domiciliary  visits  that  bring  us  to  have  a perfect  view  of  the 
wretchedness,  and  of  the  extremely  depressed  physical  and  mental  state  of  the 
people;  hospitals  or  workhouses  afford  nothing  like  it. 

The  hotel  keeper,  a guinea  subscriber  to  the  dispensary,  corroborated  the  want 
of  attention  to  the  sick  by  Dr.  Gannon  ; so  did  the  Rev.  Mr.  Crotty,  a Protestant 
or  Sectarian  clergyman ; and  in  fact  there  was  no  instance  of  any  person  that  gave 
a favourable  account  of  him.  Medical  attendance  in  this  dispensary,  is  in  my 
opinion  merely  nominal. 

I examined  a house  which  is  being  fitted  up  at  Roundstone  for  fever  patients, 
and  which  will  soon  be  ready  for  use.  It  only  consists  of  two  rooms,  one 
18x12,  the  other  12x11,  and  will  only  accommodate  nine  or  ten  patients. 

Another  is  in  progress,  the  walls  are  built  with  stones  only,  no  mortar  being  used, 
but  I suppose  some  plastering  will  be  put  inside.  It  is  not  yet  roofed.  It  is 
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48  x 15,  and  will  accommodate  about  20  patients.  Both  are  rude  contrivances, 
"but  in  such  a district,  perhaps,  better  cannot  well  be  expected. 

The  Roundstone  dispensary  is  intended  for  the  parish  of  Moyrus,  which  contains 
a population  of  11,969;  but  as  Roundstone  is  nearly  at  the  extreme  end  of  it, 
and  as  a large  bay  intervenes  between  Roundstone  and  the  southern  and  westrn 
portions,  distant  20  miles  from  that  town,  it  is  obvious  that  even  a well  managed 
dispensary  there  could  afford  little  or  no  medical  relief  to  those  who  are  so 
remote. 

To  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  probable  extent  of  disease  in  this  remote  portion  of 
the  parish,  I went  to  the  different  food  depots  at  the  fisheries,  Carna,  and  Kilkieran, 
a journey  of  30  Irish  miles  from  Clifden.  I should  say  that  for  25  miles  there  is 
no  medical  attendance  whatever  on  the  sick  poor  ; and  although  a few  in  the  dis- 
trict subscribe  to  the  Roundstone  dispensary,  on  the  understanding  that  Dr. 
Gannon  would  occasionally,  once  in  a fortnight  or  three  weeks,  visit  their  district, 
they  expressed  themselves  to  be  quite  dissatisfied  with  him,  such  visits  being  very 
rarely  paid  An  instance  of  this  may  not  be  amiss.  Ihe  son-in-law  of  one  of 
Mr.  Bell  Martin’s  drivers  got  fever  about  a month  ago,  when  his  wife  went  to  Mrs. 
Bell  Martin,  to  Ballynaliinch,  about  five  miles  distant,  and  got  a recommendation 
to  Dr.  Gannon  to  attend  Peter  Joyce,  the  sick  man.  His  daughter  brought  the 
paper  to  Dr.  Gannon,  who  told  her  it  was  a forgery,  and  that  he  would  not  visit 
him.  The  mother  went  again  after  some  days,  and  got  another  from  Mrs.  B. 
Martin,  which  she  took  to  Dr.  Gannon,  who  told  her  that  if  she  should  bring  him 
a horse,  or  get  a car  for  him,  he  would  go.  She  did  bring  him  a horse,  which 
she  obtained  from  her  father,  but  Dr.  Gannon  said  it  was  then  too  late,  and  he 
would  not  go  that  day,  but  if  the  horse  were  sent  next  day  he  would.  On  her 
return  home,  one  of  her  children  was  dead,  and  finding  so  much  difficulty  in  in- 
ducing Dr.  Gannon  to  visit  her  family,  she  took  no  further  step  in  the  matter.  I 
interrogated  the  mother  and  daughter,  and  William  King,  the  driver,  father  to 
Mrs.  Joyce,  and  found  them  quite  consistent  in  their  narrative.  Peter  Joyce  and 
three  children  were  still  ill  ot  fever,  but  convalescent.  Some  medical  attention 
might  have  been  useful ; but  although  written  to  by  the  proprietor  of  this  immense 
but  very  wretched  estate,  the  medical  officer  withheld  that  attention,  and  it  may 
well  be  imagined  that  when  so  inattentive  to  Mrs.  Martin’s  request,  or  order,  he  is 
not  likely  to  be  otherwise,  in  respect  to  those  who  are  recommended  by  less  in- 
fluential persons,  or  to  those  contiguous  to  him,  who  although  not  recommended 
it  would  be  his  duty  to  attend  when  time  would  permit. 

Along  this  Carna  and  Kilkieran  district,  fever  and  dysentery  prevail  to  a very 
extent‘  v*sited  several  houses  along  the  line  on  being  informed 
that  there  were  sick  persons  in  them.  Most  of  them  had  dysentery  and  dropsv 
evidently  caused  by  want  of  food ; some  had  typhus  fever  in  the  acute,  others 
m convalescent  stage.  No  description  could  give  an  idea  of  the  extreme 
wretchedness  of  these  people.  I also  went  into  houses  which  were  not  mentioned 
to  contain  any  sick  persons,  and  in  almost  every  one  I found  persons  in  dysentery 
was^ aUd  dr0f>S“V’  SOme  in  fever’  In  some  houses  every  member  of  the  family 

The  same  state  of  wretchedness  and  of  disease  is  said  to  prevail  in  the  islands 
and  m the  coast  part  of  the  district,  which  for  want  of  roads  I did  not  visit. 

1 he  same  extreme  destitution  which  prevails  through  the  Ballynahinch 
proper  y does  not  appear  on  that  of  the  Waste  Land  Society,  but  even  there 
rehefUtl0U  ^ dlSGaSe  prevai1  to  a very  great  extent,  and  without  any  medical 

I visited  the  Ballindoon  district  and  the  fever  hospital  got  up  there.  This 
hospital  appears  to  he  fairly  managed ; but  as  the  medical  officer  was  at  the 
°,ny  ascelta?°  *hat  fr™  tLe  21st  of  August  last  to  the  15th  instant, 
^ ? f T 1 been  admit  ed)  and  that  only  four  (iied’  beinS  only  2 per  cent. 
t £ mil  a*  T6  Tw  W’  b-Ut  mild*  1 may  here  ofoerv*  that  in  this 
pnn  ZJ  ♦ * J10SPltids’  patleats  bought  in  here  convalescing  and 

convalescent,  and  that  were  domiciliary  attendance  given  to  these,  there  would  be 
no  necessny  for  sending  them  to  an  hospital  at  that  stao-e 

Ronn‘lS.oalli,“d^n.divi?0?  °!j'!i6trict  »»‘v>™uy  forms  a portion  of  the  western 
Roundstone  district,  and  should  be  attended  by  the  same  medical  officer. 

I visited  the  Renvyle  division  in  which  the  Cleggan  and  BallinakiH  districts  are 
con  prised.  At  the  Cleggan  depot,  about  500  or  600  persons  were  assembled, 
waiting  for  the  days  rations;  many  of  them  appeared  to  be  literally  starving— 
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some  to  be  nearly  moribund  from  starvation  and  disease.  It  is  a frightfully  poor  Clifden  Union, 
district,  far  more  so  than  any  I visited.  Here,  as  on  such  occasions,  the  people  ~ 

congregate  and  surround  me,  and  although  they  were  in  the  open  air,  the  fcetor 
from  them  was  intolerable,  and  would,  I have  no  doubt,  produce  fever  in  most 
persons  that  had  not  been  seasoned  to  it.  Even  I,  myself,  who  can  bear  any 
amount  of  stench  in  an  hospital,  was  soon  nauseated  by  it,  and  was  compelled 
several  times  to  retire  from  amongst  them — certainly  not  from  any  disgust  of  their 
persons,  which  only  excite  my  commiseration,  but  from  the  unbearable  fcetor  ema- 
nating not  only  from  their  clothes,  but  perceptibly  from  their  persons ; but  as 
many  of  the  applicants  for  relief  were  sick,  some  very  feeble,  I returned  again  and 
again  amongst  them,  and  had  again  and  again  to  retire. 

This  was  the  most  appalling  sight  I have  yet  beheld.  There  is  no  medical 
relief  through  any  part  of  this  division.  I went  into  several  houses  in  which  I 
found  whole  families  in  fever,  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  and  in  that  state  of  marasmus 
or  wasting,  which  is  caused  by  gradual  inanition,  and  by  living  on  food  of  a very 
inferior  description. 

As  [ perceived  that,  from  the  increase  of  applicants  for  relief,  the  boilers  in  use 
cannot  supply  those  who  come  for  food  without  keeping  them  to  a very  late  hour, 
and  as  many  have  some  miles  to  travel  home,  I advised  Mr.  O’Leaiy,  the  Vice- 
Guardian  who  accompanied  me,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Deane,  the  Inspector,  to  give 
dry  meal  to  such  as  they  cannot  supply  with  cooked  food  at  a reasonable  hour, 
selecting  the  most  infirm ; and  I also  advised  that  some  rice,  oatmeal,  sugar,  and 
cocoa  he  given  to  such  as  the  relieving  officer  knows  to  be  sick,  or  to  those  stated 
to  be  so  by  a clergyman  or  other  respectable  party  ; and  I informed  Mr.  Deane 
and  Mr.  O’Leary,  that  should  these  arrangements  be  a departure  from  your 
instructions,  I had  reason  to  expect  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  you  would 
not  object  to  them.  In  fact,  many  of  those  I saw,  both  in  their  houses  and  out- 
side, are  unable  to  use  Indian  meal ; the  other  articles,  even  in  smaller  proportion, 
are  fitter  for  the  sick. 

I beg  to  observe,  that  I saw  great  exertions  made  everywhere  to  distribute  the 
food. 

I next  visited  Ballinakill,  where  food  was  being  distributed.  This  district  did 
not  appear  to  be  so  very  bad  as  Cleggan,  but  still  an  extremely  destitute  one.  I 
visited  a house,  which  is  being  fitted  up  for  a fever  hospital,  and  which  is  capable 
of  containing  from  16  to  18  patients.  This  house  is  a considerable  distance  off  the 
road,  from  which  for  about  a third  or  half  of  a mile,  the  approach  is  on  a bye- 
road  so  rocky  and  stony,  and  so  difficult  to  be  traversed,  that  I do  not  see  how  any 
car  or  wheeled  vehicle,  with  or  without  springs,  can  bring  sick  persons  along  it. 

From  its  termination  the  passage  is  over  three  or  four  fields  to  the  house.  Were 
the  latter  on  the  road  side,  or  convenient  to  it,  so  far  as  its  small  accommodation 
is  concerned,  it  would  do  well  enough  ; but  it  is  my  opinion  that,  situated  as  it  is, 
this  place  is  quite  unfit  for  the  purpose.  I think  the  sick  would  be  more  injured 
by  bringing  them  to  it  than  served  by  being  in  it;  besides,  its  accommodation  is 
totally  inadequate  to  the  number  of  sick  in  the  district,  comprising  Cleggan, 

Ballinakill,  and  Renvyle. 

I beg  to  submit  the  following  as  the  means  which  I think  are  best  adapted 
under  existing  circumstances  to  afford  medical  relief  in  this  Union : — 

_ Feeling  assured  that  no  extent  of  hospital  accommodation  which  can  be  pro- 
vided in  the  South  Roundstone  district  (viz.,  that  of  which  Mr.  Deane  proposes 
to  make  Carna  the  centre  as  a fever  district; , will  afford  medical  relief  to  one  in 
twenty  of  those  who  are  in  need  of  it,  I would  suggest  that  a medical  man  be 
appointed  to  it  temporarily  under  the  5th  section  of  the  Extension  Act,  or  by  the 
Board  ot  Health,  and  that  he  visit  the  sick  in  the  district,  give  medicines  to  those 
that  require  it,  and  suggest  such  appropriate  diet  as  they  may  require — to  be 
provided  by  the  relieving  officers.  This  I would  make  the  preliminary  step. 

If  thought  right,  a fever  hospital  may  afterwards  be  superadded;  but  when  the 
extent  of  district  and  its  nature  are  considered,  I do  not  see  how  fever  or 
dysentery  patients  can  be  brought  to  it,  the  distances  are  so  remote  from  Carna 
which  is  the  most  central,  or  from  any  other  point  at  which  such  hospital  might 
be  established. 

I am  of  opinion,  that  vastly  more  good  can  be  done  by  such  domiciliary  attend- 
ance than  by  an  hospital.  The  medical  attendant  here  must  assist  the  relieving 
officers,  or  they  cannot  do  their  duty  to  the  sick.  The  former  should  direct  them 
in  respect  to  the  food  to  be  given  them.  Without  him  the  others  are  often  imposed 
on — frequently  giving  food  which  cannot  be  used  by  the  sick. 

2 S 2 

Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Clifden  Union. 


316  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

The  same  observation  applies  to  the  Cleggan,  Ballinakill,  and  Renvyle  district 
Another  medical  man  should  be  located  there  for  a few  months,  and  should  per- 
form similar  duties.  If  it  bethought  right  to  put  patients  into  the  present  hospital 
some  good  will  be  done;  but  hundreds  will  die  in  the  district  who  cannot  be  sent 
to  it,  or  if  sent,  cannot  be  admitted  into  it  for  want  of  room.  Many  of  these  can 
be  relieved  by  domiciliary  attendance. 

I beg  to  be  understood  as  meaning  that  the  medical  officer  should  reside  in  each 
district,  not  in  Clifden,  which  is  too  remote. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  a similar  appointment  is  required  in  Roundstone,  for  that 
part  of  Moyrus  west  of  the  Roundstone  bay,  and  for  Ballindoon.  Whether 
Dr.  Gannon  should  be  entrusted  with  this  and  with  the  fever  hospital  there,  Mill 
be  for  your  consideration. 

I beg  to  suggest,  that  a letter  be  written  to  Dr.  Suffield,  the  medical  officer  of 
the  workhouse  and  local  fever  hospital,  or  that  Mr.  Deane  be  instructed  to  write 
to  him,  requesting  his  attendance  on  such  poor  persons  as  the  relieving  officer 
may  be  informed  are  ill,  and  giving  the  latter  suggestions  as  to  diet,  &c.,  for  such 
as  are  on  out-door  relief;  but  also  taking  care  to  assist  in  sending  proper  objects 
to  the  fever  hospital  or  workhouse.  As  the  medical  officer  of  the  dispensary,  and 
holding  two  other  appointments,  he  is  fairly  called  upon  in  an  emergency  like  this 
to  give  every  aid  in  his  power,  and  probably  will  do  so  on  such  letter  being  written 
to  him. 

The  want  of  medical  attendance  in  this  Union  will  be  perceived  on  learning, 
that  for  some  days  last  week  there  was  not  even  one  medical  man  in  the  Union, 
all  being  at  Galway.  Perhaps  I should  have  observed  that  there  are  only  three  in 
the  Union,  Dr.  Suffield  and  Dr. in  Clifden,  and  Dr.  Gannon  in  Round- 

stone. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  27,  1848. 

In  consequence  of  my  unavoidable  absence  in  Galway,  I was  unable  to 
forward  you  the  u-eeldy  estimate  under  the  respective  heads  required.  By  next 
Saturday’s  post  I hope  to  be  enabled  to  send  a satisfactory  document  for  vour 
information  in  respect  to  the  probable  amount  which  will  be  necessary  to  keep  the 
destitute  poor  from  starvation.  The  incomplete  state  of  the  relieving  officer’s 
books  is  a great  obstacle  to  my  supplying  correct  information ; but  the  assistance 
winch  the  Vice-Guardians  have  given  is  likely,  in  the  course  of  the  week;  to  get 
the  nooks  m a proper  state.  ° 

The  amount  of  the  rate  uncollected  in  the  Union  up  to  this  date  is  1 168/.  12s.  8 d.  * 
and  I regret  to  state  that  this  week’s  collection  amounts  to  but  4 l.  19s.!  I ex- 
H'nine(  , “e  coijectors  in  reference  to  this  apparent  neglect  on  their  part,  and 
received  the  following  information,  which  now  I classify  according  to  their  re- 
spective districts: — b 

Clifden  Electoral  Division. 

Francis  Mullen,  Collector. 

states  that  there  is  due  in  this  electoral  division  the  sum  of  93/.  9s.  1 Od  of 
which  sum  10/.  18s.  is  due  by  immediate  lessors.  J 

Mr.  Bell  Martin,  Ballinahinch  . , > 5 8 Q 

Mr.  J.  Corbett,  late  Guardian  . 4 0 0 

Mr.  J.  D’Arcy 1 10  0 


£10  18  0 


balance,  821.  11s.  I0d.,  is  due  by  persons  holding  wretched  tenements  in 
C hfden  own  who,  as  the  collector  informs  me,  are  totalise to pay B 11 

Guiu-dians S ha^heeiwM  W'* 1 ^ -lays’  notice.  Mr.Corbett,  on^f  the  lat 

coUeclr states  that  y„nTmT“edV  "nd  1™™“  has  been  issued;  but  the 
collect oi  states  that  the  only  effects  he  could  see  in  Corbett’s  house  were  a lied 

to  mVw  XTn OlM0f  TfUrnitU^  Th|S 

due  by  him  P Ml'  a‘"eS  ArCy  been  summoned  for  the  amount 

g J 11™  ,dn7*f(1  the  c,ollect°r  ‘°  ^ve  all  the  parties  owing  the  balance,  vie.,  ' 
821.  I Is,  10 d.,  summoned  ; and  every  exertion  shall  be  made  to  make  it  available. 
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Dallindoon  Electoral  Division. 

Francis  Mullen,  Collector. 

The  sum  uncollected  in  this  electoral  division  amounts  to  Sill.  ISs.Qd.  Of 
this  there  is  due  by  immediate  lessors  24 71.  2 s.  5hcl.  The  names  of  the  immediate 
lessors  in  arrear  are — 


£. 

5. 

d. 

John  Augustus  O’Neill,  Bunowen  Castle 

. 194 

3 

2 

John  Lambert,  Esq.— Burroughs  v.  Lambert . 

14 

0 

0 

Bell  Martin,  Esq., 

8 

3 

5 

£247 

2 

~5i 

Mr.  O’Neill  is  a defaulter  of  the  last  as  well  as  of  the  present  rate.  Proceedings 
were  taken  against  him  by  the  solicitor  to  the  Board  for  the  last  rate,  and  a plea 
of  confession,  with  stay  ol  execution  until  the  loth  of  April  next,  was  given 
accordingly.  The  Vice-Guardians  have  instructed  their  solicitor  to  send  down 
the  execution  as  soon  after  the  stay  expires  as  possible.  There  is  a large  quantity 
of  kelp  in  one  of  Mr.  O’Neill’s  stores,  which  may  be  made  available  as  soon  as  the 
Guardians  are  in  a position  to  sell.  The  store  is  at  present  under  seizure  by  the 
collector  for  the  amount  of  the  current  rent  due  for  the  land  upon  which  it  stands. 
The  receiver  in  Burroughs  v.  Lambert,  Mr.  Martin  Hart,  has  had  his  attention 
called  by  the  collector  to  the  general  order  of  the  Courts  of  Chancery  and  Ex- 
chequer, with  respect  to  the  payment  of  rates  by  receivers.  He  has  not  complied 
with  the  order.  I have  been  informed  that  lie  has  been  removed  from  the  receiver- 
ship, and  that  Mr.  James  D’Arcy  has  been  appointed  in  his  place. 

Mr.  Brown,  who  resides  near  Galway,  owes  147  The  solicitor  has  been  directed 
to  proceed  by  civil  bill  against  this  gentleman. 

The  15  days’  notice  has  been  served  on  Mr.  Martin  for  the  amount  due  by  him, 
viz.,  87  3^.  5 d.  The  balance,  647  16s.  3id.,  is  due  by  rate-payers,  the  greater 
number  of  whom  are  of  necessity  on  the  relief  lists. 


Renvyle  Electoral  Division. 
Joseph  M‘ Donnell,  Collector. 
There  is  due  in  this  electoral  division  • 


£. 

By  immediate  lessors  ....  86 

By  occupiers  . . . . . .146 


£232 

The  names  of  the  immediate  lessors  in  arrear  are  as  follow : — 

Hon.  Martin  French  . . . . 14 

Lady  French  ...  . . . 15 

Sir  George  Beresford,  Bart.  ...  6 

John  D’Arcy,  Esq.  .....  6 

Robert  Graham,  Esq.  . . . . 13 

Major-General  Thomson  . . . . 14 

Thomas  Coneys  .....  3 

A.  B.  Martin,  Esq  .....  9 

Anthony  O’Flaherty,  Esq.  ....  1 


£86 


s.  d. 
2 0 
10  7 


12  7 


6 5 

13  6 

12  11 

8 1 * 
19  5 
12  31 
10  > 6 

14  1 
5 6 


2 9 


I have  given  the  most  peremptory  instructions  to  the  collector  to  serve  the  15 
days’  notices  on  such  of  the  above  lessors  as  are  within  reach ; and  the  solicitor  of 
the  Board  has  been  directed  to  institute  proceedings  by  civil  bill  against  the  rest. 
The  balance,  1467  10$.  7d.,  is  due  by  small  occupiers,  who  shall  all  be  summoned. 
I have  informed  the  collector  that  I propose  to  examine  him  on  oath  on  next 
Monday,  as  to  whether  he  has  summoned  them  or  not.  It  is  right  to  state  that 
there  has  been  no  petty  sessions  at  Tully  for  the  last  six  weeks,  which  the  collector 
alleges  has  prevented  him  from  making  a better  collection. 


Roundstone  Electoral  Division. 

The  collector  of  this  electoral  division  has  not  attended  the  Board  to-day. 
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There  remains  548/.  2s.  6 cl.  to  he  collected.  On  receiving  information  from  him 
of  the  same  kind  as  that  which  I have  supplied  from  the  oilier  collectors,  it  shall 
he  duly  forwarded  to  you. 

With  the  facts  in  reference  to  the  financial  condition  of  the  Union,  which  I 
have  above  detailed,  and  hearing  in  mind  the  almost  bankrupt  condition  of  the 
principal  landed  proprietors,  I cannot  hold  out  much  hope  that  the  Vice- Guardians 
will  be  enabled  to  collect  any  portion  of  a new  rate  until  harvest.  It  will  be  most 
desirable,  however,  that  all  the  preliminary  steps  shall  be  taken,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  a revisor  of  the  rate- books  made  without  delay.  The  most  active  measures 
for  recovering  the  arrears  of  the  present  rate  shall  he  ordered,  and  put  into  force, 
and  every  legal  means  to  compel  payment  shall  be  used. 

It  is  a lamentable  fact  that  while  destitution  prevails  to  a very  great  extent,  that 
imposition,  fraud,  and  trickery  should  also  exist.  The  artful  means  resorted  to  by 
the  applicants  for  and  those’  receiving  relief  are  almost  beyond  our  reach.  The 
widow,  with  two  or  more  children,  in  some  instances  has  got  her  rations  in  one 
electoral  division,  and  then  attempted  to  obtain  them  in  another.  In  other 
instances  the  maiden  name  is  used  for  one  depot,  and  the  husband’s  name  for 
another.  In  fact  every  conceivable  trick  is  practised  to  obtain  an  increase  of  food. 
I have  every  hope  that  the  system  of  using  a different  shaped  or  coloured  ticket  for 
the  electoral  divisions  will  prove  effectual  in  checking  fraud.  By  constant  visits  to 
the  relief  depots  I also  trust  to  be  enabled  to  detect  fraud. 

I beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  very  large  outlay  which  the  Vice-Guardians 
are  obliged  to  incur  in  the  payment  of  overseers  or  stewards,  who  are  engaged  in 
the  superintendence  of  the  able-bodied  employed  in  breaking  stones,  the  return  for 
which  expenditure  is  not  at  all  satisfactory.  I hope,  however,  that  the  employment 
in  tillage,  which  is  now  beginning  in  a small  degree,  will  enable  the  Guardians  to 
reduce  the  lists  considerably,  aud  thus  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  some  of  these 
stewards. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  4,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  statements  relating  to  the  collection  of  the  rate,  I am 
to  state  that  it  should  be  ascertained  that  proceedings  either  at  quarter  sessions  or 
in  the  superior  courts,  have  been  taken  against  the  immediate  lessors  in  theRenvyle 
electoral  division  who  cannot  be  reached  by  the  15  days’  notice. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners. — March  27,  1848. 

W e beg  to  submit  the  weekly  return  of  the  rate  collectors’  receipts,  which, 
we  lament  to  say,  is  very  unsatisfactory  : — 

£.  s.  d. 


Francis  Mullins,  Ballindoon  . . . . 15  0 

„ Clifden  ....  Nil. 

Joseph  M'Donnell,  Renvyle  . . . . 3 14  0 

John  Lyden,  Roundstone,  no  return  (being  sum- 
moned to  Galway  Assizes)  . . . . Nil. 


£4  19  0 

. ^ ^e  Inspector,  Mr.  Deane,  having  fully  reported  on  this  important  subject,  it 
is  not  necessary  to  recapitulate  ; we  need  only  say  that  every  possible  effort  shall 
be  made  to  enforce  a collection  of  the  outstanding  rate  and  arrears.  We  shall  lose 
no  time  in  taking  the  preliminary  steps  for  making  a new  rate,  and  we  shall 
provide  for  a revisal  of  the  rate  books  and  valuation  by  securing  the  services  of  a 
qualified  revisor. 

. 0ur  most  sedulous  efforts  are  devoted  to  bringing  the  distribution  of  cooked  food 
into  general  operation ; we  anticipate  the  most  satisfactory  results  as  soon  as  a 
perfect  organization  shall  be  obtained.  We  feel  assured  that  the  imposition  which 
now  prevails  to  a vast  amount  will  be  put  an  end  to,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
really  destitute  will  be  more  easily  provided  with  suitable  relief. 

We  have  resolved  to  erect  additional  boilers  in  districts  requiring  them,  so  that 
the  aged,  the  infirm,  and  the  widows  may  receive  their  supplies  with  the  least  in- 
convenience. 

We  also  propose  to  supply  the  several  depots  with  rice,  sugar,  cocoa,  &c.,  at 
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wholesale  prices,  to  be  distributed  to  the  order  of  the  relieving  officers  and  to  be 
duly  accounted  tor;  by  this  means  we  expect  to  provide  more  effective  relief  for 
the  sick  and  to  effect  a considerable  saving,  as  the  prices  now  charged  are  exor- 
bitant.  0 

We  shall  have  the  land  in  front  of  the  workhouse  as  defined  by  your  Board 
surveyed,  and  shall  apprize  you  of  the  quantity. 


Mr.  D.  O’Leary,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners: — March  29,  1848. 

The  permission  of  your  Board  to  distribute  rations  of  a pound’s  produce  to 
all  over  nine  years  will  be  a signal  benefit. 

As  I presume  Dr.  Phelan  lias  placed  before  your  Board  the  ample  information 
he  personally  obtained  as  to  the  state  of  the  immense  district  of  South  Roundstone, 
I feel  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  allude  to  that  unfortunate  locality,  and  shall  merely 
add  that,  from  the  reports  since  received  from  the  relieving  officers,  a supply  of 
rice  there  is  every  day  becomming  more  essential. 

The  sooner  measures  are  taken  to  provide  medical  aid  there  the  better ; every 
day  the  comparatively  strong  are  placed  from  the  labour  lists  on  the  infirm ; and 
in  this  progressing  advance  of  the  whole  population  to  disease,  the  food,  which  is 
sound  and  suitable  for  those  who  can  use  it,  is  useless.  If  we  can  supply  the  depots 
with  rice,  sugar,  - cocoa,  &c.,  in  reasonable  quantities,  and  this  may  he  done  if  we 
had  means,  at  low  prices,  I am  confident  an  immense  amount  of  human  misery 
would  be  alleviated.  J 

On  yesterday  I visited  three  of  our  depots.  The  boilers  were  in  full  opera- 
tion ; the  food  excellent,  and  the  mode  of  distribution  satisfactory.  The  widows, 
infirm,  &c.5  receive  their  portions  early  in  the  day,  the  able-bodied  in  the  after- 
noon. 

We  shall  want  several  boilers  to  meet  the  demand  in  some  districts;  they  are 
obliged  to  cook  food  at  night,  and  on  Sundays ; and  even  by  so  doing  they  are  still 
obliged  to  make  up  the  deficiency  by  giving  dry  meal. 

We  have  applied  to  the  Vice- Guardians  of  the  Galway  Union  for  the  use  of 
some  boilers  which  they  have  to  spare.  From  my  own  observation  it  occurs  to 
me  that  the  mode  of  making  several  boilings  in  the  day  is  objectionable.  The 
food  is  sometimes  not  sufficiently  cooked  ; and  as  it  is  not  possible  to  get  boilers 
here  as  they  may  be  required,  I have  been  considering  whether  it  may  not  be 
practicable  to  apply  steam.  I beg  to  enclose  a sketch  of  an  apparatus  that  appears 
to  me  simple  and  effective.  The  saving  of  fuel,  and  the  facility  with  which  any 
requisite  quantity  of  food  may  be  prepared  at  one  boiling,  would  in  my  opinion  be 
equivalent  to  the  outlay,  which  cannot  be  much.  There  may  be  objections  to  its 
operation  which  I do  not  see;  but  I deem  it  my  duty  to  place  it  under  the  notice 
of  your  Board. 

I went  this  day  to  Claggan,  and  witnessed  an  appalling  mass  of  human  misery. 
It  is  beyond  doubt  the  very  worst  district  in  the  Union.  In  every  house  sickness 
of  some  kind  exists ; and  in  one,  a body  of  a young  man  who  died  of  fever  two 
days  ago,  remained;  the  door  was  closed,  and  even  his  own  relations  refused  to 
aid  in  the  interment.  I took  means  to  have  the  needful  done.  Amongst  the  hun- 
dreds assembled  there  for  their  daily  food,  I could  not  observe  one  countenance 
that  did  not  indicate  disease,  whilst  some  poor  creatures  presented  spectacles  which 
no  man  could  behold  without  shuddering.  They  have  passed  the  stage  when  such 
food  as  Indian  meal  stirabout  can  avail ; and  to  save  them,  if  saved  they  can  be, 
lighter  food  is  indispensable.  If  we  bad  rice  in  sufficient  quantities  I should  hope 
it  would  check  the  terrible  ravages  of  dysentery. 

As  I anticipated,  the  orders  of  the  relieving  officers  for  small  quantities  of  rice, 
cocoa,  &c.,  on  a trader  in  this  town,  have  been  refused.  There  is  an  account  due 
to  him ; and  although  he  got  part  in  payment  last  Monday,  he  has  declined  to 
advance  more. 

I would  again  most  respectfully  urge  on  your  Board  the  vital  necessity  of  this 
Union  being  supplied  with  means  to  carry  out  the  object  of  saving  the  peoples’ 
lives.  We  have  obtained  from  our  contractors  full  supplies;  they  relied  on  our 
good  faith;  they  have  honoured  every  order;  and  they  now  look  to  us  for 
payments. 

There  cannot  be  less  than  1,OOOZ.  due  ; and  to  depend  on  the  rates  outstanding 
to  meet  this  sum  would  be  hopeless.  The  Local  Inspector,  Mr.  Deane,  has,  I 
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believe,  already  addressed  your  Board  on  tbis  matter.  He  is  now  inspecting  the 
northern  parts  of  the  Union,  otherwise  he  would,  I am  sure,  concur  with  me  in 
entreating  your  Board  to  guard  us,  by  every  possible  means,  from  the  consequences 
which  the  sudden  suspension  of  supplies  on  part  of  our  contractors  would  certainly 
entail.  I beg  to  impress  my  opinion  most  respectfully  on  your  Board,  that  if  the 
contractors  of  the  Union  do  not  receive  instalments  on  next  Monday,  our  orders 
for  meal  will  not  be  met;  and  as  a consequence  the  several  districts  will  be  left 
without  food.  I have  been  just  apprised  that  two  cargoes  of  corn,  rice,  &c.,  have 
arrived,  consigned  to  the  Commissariat  here.  May  I ask  if  these  are  to  be 
available  for  the  Union;  and  if  so,  what  steps  we  should  take  in  case  supplies  from 
that  department  were  indispensable?  I feel  that  I have  more  than  once  been 
probably  too  importunate  on  this  topic;  but  knowing  that  the  grand  object  of 
your  Board  is  to  save  the  people,  and  feeling  that  my  duty  is  to  carry  your  views 
into  effect  as  far  as  I can,  I have  felt  it  incumbent  on  me  to  put  your  Board  in 
possession  of  the  peculiar  state  of  this  afflicted  Union. 

It  will  justify  my  anxiety  when  I repeat  to  your  Board  that  if  the  contin- 
gency 1 apprehend  should  occur,  and  I do  fear  it  is  not  improbable,  should  our 
contractors  dishonour  our  orders  before  we  could  communicate  with  your  Board, 
multitudes  may  perish. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  1,  1848. 

I am  to  state  for  your  information  that  the  Commissioners  have  made 
application  to  the  British  Association  for  a further  advance  of  300/.  in  money  and 
200/.  in  provisions,  to  assist  you  in  providing  for  the  wants  of  the  destitute  poor 
of  the  Union.  The  Commissioners  have  not,  however,  received  the  usual  estimate 
from  Mr.  Deane.  The  Commissariat  supplies  to  which  you  refer  will,  no  doubt, 
be  accessible  to  you. 

The  Commissioners  are  in  communication  with  the  Board  of  Health  and  Mr. 
Deane  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Phelan’s  report.  The  supply  of  rice  required  for 
Roundstone  division  or  other  parts  of  the  Union  may  be  obtained  from  the  Com- 
missariat stores.  If  the  supply  of  any  description  of  grain  is  deficient,  you  should 
at  once  communicate  on  the  subject  with  the  Commissariat  department. 

The  Commissioners  will  not  make  any  objection  to  the  mode  of  cookin"  food 
for  distribution  to  the  recipients  of  out-door  relief  which  you  propose,  if  you  find 
it  upon  the  whole  advantageous  to  resort  to  it. 

The  Commissioners  confidently  trust  that  every  means  in  your  power  will  be 
adopted  for  the  effectual  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Clifden  Union. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners: — April  4,  1848. 

Pursuing  the  information  which  I had  the  honour  to  convey  to  you  in 
my  last  report,  in  reference  to  the  progress  of  the  collection  of  rate  in  the  several 
electoral  divisions  of  this  Union,  I have  to  submit  the  state  of  Roundstone  district. 
1 here  remains  uncollected  for  that  division  539/.  2*.  6d.,  of  which  238/.  6s.  10 d. 
is  due  by  the  following  immediate  lessors : — 


A.  G.  Bell  Martin,  Esq 
John  Aug.  O’Neill,  Esq 
Hyacinth  D’Arcy,  Esq. 

(in  Chancery)  . 

John  D’Arcy,  Esq.  . 
Pat  Blake,  Esq.  . . 
Edward  Lynch  . . 
David  Lucas,  Esq.  . 
Michael  Brown,  Esq. 
John  Barry  .... 


£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

70 

0 

0 

Robert  Barry  . . . 

. 5 

14 

7 

9 

16 

4 

Thomas  Barry  . . 

. 10 

3 

7 

Antony  Barry . . . 

. 6 

0 

4 

23 

8 

11 

Bidelia  MfDouagh  . 

. 24 

8 

4 

1 

13 

4 

Matthew  Duane  . . 

. 9 

14 

0 

38 

0 

10 

John  King  Stephen  . 

. 3 

16 

10 

6 

16 

9 

James  Ogle  . . . 

. 8 

15 

10 

10 

19 

0 

3 

6 

5 

12 

2 

0 

£238 

6 

10 

Leaving  a balance  of  3001  15s.  id.  to  be  collected  from  tfre  very  poorest  classes 
P-t  of  which  have  availed  themselves,  from  ZZ 
thTtKf  f • “ Pfsent  a‘tamstering  in  the  Union.  You  will  perceive 

that  the  list  of  immediate  lessors  contains  the  names  of  many  persons  of  station 
against  these  proceedings  have  been  taken  for  the  recovery  of  the  rate  The 
solicitor  to  the  Board  attended  yesterday  with  the  view  of  receiving  instructions ; 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  321 

and  I have  no  doubt  when  the  Vice-Guardians  shall  have  obtained  your  permis- 
sion to  proceed  in  the  superior' Courts  against  some  individuals  (the  names  of 
whom  are  forwaded  by  the- clerk),  they  will  be  enabled  to  make  the  outstanding 
uncollected  balance  of  the  rate  available.  It  will  be  necessary  in  some  cases  to 
have  application  made  to  the  courts  of  law  to  substitute  service,  as  in  the  instance 
•of  Mr.  O’Neill,  who  is  a defaulter  for  the  last  rate,  and  owes  the  whole  of  the 
■current  rate.  I have  already  informed  you  of  the  course  which  the  Guardians 
intend  to  pursue  in  reference  to  issuing  the  execution  against  the  property  of  that 
gentleman  in  the  electoral  division  of  Ballindoon.  There  are  four  persons  in  the 
list  of  defaulting  immediate  lessors  of  the  Round  stone  district,  named  Barry,  who 
owe  collectively  28 1.  10s.  7 cl.  The  collector  has  informed  me  that  they  have  sur- 
rendered their  land  to  Mr.  Martin,  the  leases  having  expired  ; that  there  are  no 
occupying  tenants  there,  and  that  the  Barrys  are  living  in  miserable  hovels  by 
the  side  of  the  road.  This  state  of  things  imposes  much  difficulty  on  the  collector 
of  the  rate  ; and  if  it  is  to  be  found  existing  among  a class  ostensibly  (at  least  iu 
the  rate-book)  able  to  pay  the  rate,  it  will  be  readily  seen  how  much  trouble  there 
is  likely  to  be  experienced  in  collecting  from  the  small  occupiers. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  for  the  past  week  amounted  to  262.  6s.,  a sum  in 
itself  inadequate  to  support  the  paupers  in  the  house.  The  Guardians  are  in  debt 
very  nearly  2000Z.  to  the  contractors  who  have  supplied  the  various  depots  with 
meal.  They  waited  on  the  Vice-Guardians  yesterday  and  informed  them  that  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  to  continue  the  supplies  unless  they  were  paid  a fail- 
proportion  of  their  claims;  and  subsequently  a written  communication  to  that 
effect  was  sent  by  the  same  parties  to  the  Board.  You  will  at  once  perceive  the 
position  in  which  the  Union  is  placed,  and  how  necessary  it  will  be  to  provide  the 
Guardians  with  assistance  to  enable  them  to  meet  the  destitution  which  prevails. 
I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  the  agent  of  the  British  Association  of 
an  order  on  the  Commissariat  for  200/.  worth  of  provisions,  which  is  in  course  of 
distribution. 

I beg  leave  to  enclose  an  estimate  of  the  amount  which  will  be  required  for  the 
support  of  the  destitute  in  the  Union  for  the  next  week.  Owing  to  the  state  ot 
confusion  of  the  relieving  officers’  books,  I have  been  unable  to  obtain  anything 
like  correct  information  until  to  day.  In  fact,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
prepare  new  books  and  lists,  which,  according  to  Mr.  R.  Bourke’s  suggestion 
(who  attended  the  Board  yesterday  (should  commence  with  entries  from  the  25th 
of  March,  and  that  the  Guardians  should  employ  competent  persons  to  examine 
and  check  the  past  accounts.  It  is  no  easy  matter  to  obtain  officers  in  this  Union 
fully  competent  to  discharge  the  duties  which  are  required  in  keeping  and  ren- 
dering accounts;  and  I shall  feel  it  to  be  very  necessary  to  recommend  the 
Guardians  to  send  to  Dublin  for  individuals  capable  of  performing  the  duties 
of  relieving  officer,  should  any  mistakes  arise  in  future  among  the  present  staff. 

Enclosure. 

Estimate  of  the  Weekly  Cost  of  affording  Relief  to  the  Destitute  Poor  in  the  Union 
of  Clifden. 

No.  1. — Relief  in  the  Workhouse. 

Weekly  cost  of  workhouse  and  of  new  fever  hospital : — 

Inmates  of  the  workhouse  . . . 294 

Patients  in  new  hospital  ...  25 

319 

No.  2.  First  Section — Out-door  Relief. 

Estimated  weekly  cost  of  affording  relief  to  persons 
entitled  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Relief  Extension 
Act : — 

Persons  relieved  .....  4,S16 

No.  3.  Second  Section. 

Estimated  weekly  cost  of  affording  relief  to  persons 
entitled  under  2nd  section  of  the  Relief  Extension 
Act:—  ’ 

Persons  relieved  . * . . . 7,577 


2 T 


£.  s.  d. 
56  0 11 


£.  s.  d. 
158  0 0 


248  0 0 
£462  0 11 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Clifden  Union. 


Clifden  Union. 


322  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

Total  recipients  under  the  three  classes  : — 

Workhouse  .....  319 

First  section  . . . . .4,816 

Second  section  . . . . .7,577 

12,712 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  7,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  4th  instant,  relating  to  the  Clifden  Union  ; and  I am  to  inform  you 
that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the  British  Association  for  a 
forther  advance  of  5001.,  (in  money  300?.,  in  provisions  200?.,)  to  assist  the  Vice- 
Guardians  in  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — April  11,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  from  their  inspector,  Mr.  Bourke,  a 
report  by  which  it  appears  that  as  yet  you  have  been  unable  to  carry  the  out-door 
relief  arrangements  in  Clifden  Union,  into  a good  working  state,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  food  now  distributed  is  for  the  most  part  dispensed  on  the  sole  authority 
of  the  relieving  officers. 

The  Commissioners  request  you  therefore,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Deane,  the 
Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector  in  the  Union,  to  adopt  such  steps  as  will  enable 
you  effectually  to  control  the  administration  of  out-door  relief,  by  assuring  your- 
selves, as  far  as  practicable,  that  it  is  given  only  to  persons  who  are  actually 
destitute,  and  that  all  of  this  class  receive  relief  either  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  state,  that  with  a view  of  enabling  you  to  visit  the 
relief  stations,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  classes  relieved,  as  well  as  of  acting 
as  a Board  in  other  localities  than  Clifden,  they  are  prepared  to  allow  you  to 
charge  on  the  Union  the  expenses  you  may  incur  for  the  conveyances  which  you 
shall  require  to  use  in  travelling  to  and  from  such  places ; and  they  request  that 
when  you  shall  have  had  sufficient  experience  of  those  expenses  to  make  an  accurate 
average  of  their  weekly  amount,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  it,  taking-  care  to 
confine  it  to  the  outlay  for  the  hire  of  conveyances. 

The  Commissioners  have  under  consideration  Mr.  Bourke’s  statement  of  the 
funds  which  you  will  require  for  payment  of  debts  incurred  and  for  current  ex- 
penditure in  addition  to  the  rate  in  progress  of  collection ; and  they  will  com- 
municate to  you  shortly  the  extent  to  which  such  assistance  can  be  given  ; mean- 
while they  rely  on  your  not  permitting  any  relaxation  of  the  exertions  necessary 
for  collecting  the  outstanding  portion  of  the  rate,  as  well  as  for  completing  the 
revision  of  the  books  preparatory  to  striking  a new  rate,  such  rate  being  indis- 
pensable even  though  not  at  once  put  in  collection. 


Mr.  Deane  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  10,  1848. 

,r.  * attended  the  meeting  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to-day.  Mr.  Jackson, 

Vice-Guardian,  has  arrived  and  took  his  seat  at  the  Board.  The  collection  of 
the  rate  lor  the  current  week  amounted  to  36/.  5s.  Payments  were  made  to 
the  contractors  lor  supplying  the  several  relief  depots  in  the  Union  with  bread. 

During  the  past  week  I have  been  actively  engaged  in  visiting  the  working- 
parties  in  the  northern  and  a portion  of  the  southern  districts  of  the  Union.  In 
various  instances  I discovered  that  the  stewards  had  neglected  their  instruc- 
tions, and  that  the  able-bodied  labourers  were  not  performing  the  amount  of 
task  which  should  be  reasonably  expected  from  them;  I have  brought  the 
names  of  the  stewards,  whose  neglect  I witnessed,  before  the  Vice-Guardians. 
t ““  a?  mveshgation  on  oath  at  Letterpark  depot,  on  charges  preferred  by 
■ , S.1?’  ^Sq-’  agai?st  ove.rseer>  Terence  Corbett.  It  was  distinctly 
proved  that  Corbett  was  drunk  and  incapable  of  performing  his  duty  on  a par- 
ticulai  day,  and  it  was  also  proved  that  the  same  individual  had  procured  meal 
to  be  taken  from  the  depot  every  evening  for  Ms  own  use.  I have  received 
information  since  which  will  require  me  to  hear  additional  evidence  as  to  the 
fraud  and  imposition  which  has  been  carried  on  in  that  place.  Corbett  has 
been  suspmded  by  the  Wclians,  .and  ,1  beg  leave  to  suggest,'  by  way  of 
example,  that  he  should  be  dismissed  under  your  seal.  I am  still  unable  to 
report  any  progress  having  been  made  in  the  relieving  officer's  lists. 
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I am  glad  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  there  is  a very  large  breadth  of  potatoes  eiifden  Union.' 
planted  in  the  Union ; indeed,  in  some  districts,  as  I am  credibly  informed,  to  — ~ 

as  great  an  extent  as  any  former  year.  I have  called  the  attention  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  this  fact,  with  the  view  of  instituting  a careful  revision  of  the 
lists,  having  a special  regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  10th  clause  of  the  Act 
(the  quarter-acre  clause) ; it  is  quite  clear  that  there  are  individuals  at  present 
receiving  relief  who  having  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  in  their 
possession,  and  having  offered  to  give  up  the  land  to  the  landlord  not  having 
been  refused,  have  since  been  enabled  to  obtain  some  potato  seed  and  have 
planted  their  holdings.  They  are,  therefore,  now  in  that  occupation  contem- 
plated by  the  statute,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  illegal  for  the  Guardians  to 
continue  to  relieve  them.  I am  fully  aware  that  many  of  them,  notwithstand- 
ing this  occupation,  are  in  great  destitution,  but  I cannot  see  in  what  way  the 
statute  is  to  be  got  over.  I am  desirous  of  calling  your  attention  to  the 
lamentable  neglect  of  the  fisheries  on  the  coast.  I had  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season  been  somewhat  cheered  at  the  prospect  of  industry  amongst  the  fisher- 
men in  the  northern  part  of  the  Union,  but  since  out-door  relief  has  been  in 
course  of  administration  it  has  had  an  injurious  effect.  I would  take  leave  to 
suggest  that  it  might  be  advisable  to  place  at  my  disjiosal,  from  the  funds  of  the 
British  Association,  some  assistance  which  I might  offer  to  the  fishermen  with 
the  view  of  stimulating  their  industry;  a sufficient  supply  of  biscuit  might  be 
given  to  each  boat’s  crew,  on  the  condition  of  their  going  out  to  fish.  With 
this  done,  the  Vice- Guardians  would  be  enabled,  with  my  assistance,  to  strike 
off  the  lists  the  names  of  those  fishermen  at  present  breaking  stones  by  the  road 
side,  and  who,  regardless  of  their  own  interests,  allow  their  boats  to  rot  on  the 
shore.  It  is  melancholy  to  witness  this  apathy  and  indolence,  and  it  is  equally 
humbling  to  be  thus  obliged  to  devise  plans  to  induce  these  people  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  bountiful  provision  of  food  with  which  the  bays  and  creeks  of 
this  coast  abound.  I have  written  to  the  Count  Strzelecki  on  this  subject,  and 
shall  feel  obliged  by  your  assistance  in  carrying  out  my  views,  which,  I trust, 
may  meet  with  your  approval.  I feel  that  anything  is  better  than  out-door 
relief  for  the  fishermen,  and  if  assistance  is  to  be  given  I think  it  'will  be  more 
effectual  through  the  medium  I have  suggested  ; at  all  events,  if  I can  induce 
the  fishermen  to  fish  it  will  increase  the  food  in  the  country,  which  for  the 
next  two  or  three  trying  months  would  be  most  desirable.  I have  the  honour 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  200/.  in  provisions  and  300Z.  in  money,  which  I 
have  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Vice-Guardians.  I would  hope  that,  to 
enable  the  Board  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  debts  to  the  contractors,  you  will 
be  good  enough  to  recommend  that  any  future  advances  to  the  Union  shall  be 
made  in  money. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  15,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  fraud  committed  by  Terence  Corbett,  overseer  of 
works,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  issue  an  order  for  his  dis- 
missal from  office,  and  they  recommend  that  the  Vice-Guardians  should 
proceed  against  him  criminally  for  the  abstraction  of  the  meal,  on  whatever 
charge  the  evidence  will  justify.  Copies  of  the  depositions  taken  by  you  in 
the  case  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  by  a careful  revision  of  the  relief  lists,  and 
frequent  inspection  of  the  relief  depots  and  working  parties,  cases  of  simulated 
distress  may  be  detected. 

With  reference  to  your  suggestions  for  the  employment  of  the  fishermen 
who  are  now  on  the  relief  lists,  I am  to  state  that  all  that  the  Commissioners 
can  do  in  the  matter  is  to  send  an  extract  from  your  report  to  the  British 
Association,  which  they  have  done. 

With  regard  to  your  observations  as  to  the  reduction  of  the  debts  of  the 
Union,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  cannot  advance  money  for  the 
specific  purpose  of  paying  the  debts  of  the  Union,  but  they  will  make  applica- 
tion to  the  British  Association  for  weekly  assistance,  to  enable  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union.; 
with  each  week’s  estimate  it  should  be  stated  the  sum  required  in  money  and 
the  amount  in  provisions. 

2 T 2 
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Kenmare  Union. 


KENMARE  UNION. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  4,  1848. 

Having  arrived  here  on  Friday  the  28th  ultimo,  under  the  sealed  orders 
of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Laws  of  Relief  to  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  to  take 
charge  of  the  Kenmare  Union  as  Vice-Guardians,  and  having  up  to  the  present 
period  made  inquiries  into  the  state  and  management  thereof,  we  beg  to  submit 
the  following  report : — 

On  our  arrival,  our  first  inquiry  was  as  to  the  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Union, 
which  we  lament  to  say  appeared  to  us  in  a very  inauspicious  point  of  view. 
It  appeared  that  the  last  rate  (a  universal  one  of  35. 6d.  in  the  pound)  had  been 
struck  on  the  25th  of  September  last  on  the  net  annual  value  of  the  Union, 
24,492/.  15s.,  producing  the  sum  of  4603 l.  14s.  O^c/.,  which  amount  includes 
the  sum  of  317/.  9s.  4 id.  of  the  former  rate;  and  up  to  the  period  of  the  22nd 
of  January  ultimo,  it  appeared  that  the  sum  of  2385/.  Os.  10rZ.  had  been  col- 
lected, leaving  the  amount  to  be  collected  22  IS/.  13s.  2 \il.,  with  only  the  sum 
of  32/.  5s.  S d.  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  to  the  credit  of  the  Union,  the  liabilities 
due,  amounting  to  1559/.  4s.  It  appears  from  the  foregoing,  that  were  the  total 
outstanding  rate  collected,  it  would  merely  meet  the  liabilities,  and  leave 
scarcely  any  amount  in  hand  to  meet  the  unparalleled  appearance  of  destitution 
that  has  come  under  our  notice.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  we  can  explain 
the  decisive  causes  which  have  led  to  such  a state  of  affairs : there  is,  however, 
one  fact  which  we  deem  it  necessary  to  state,  that,  on  the  dissolution  of  the 
late  Board,  we  found  that  14  of  the  Guardians  had  not  paid  their  poor-rate. 
Such  are  the  lamentable  prospects  we  are  bequeathed,  to  meet  the  pressing 
necessity  of  unparalleled  destitution. 

On  inspecting  the  workhouse  buildings  we  found  them  in  a most  deplorable 
neglected  state : the  main  beams  of  the  roof  which  rest  on  the  wall-plates 
actually  crumbling  away  from  the  continued  damp  pouring  in  on  the  south-west 
side ; the  ventilators  useless ; all  the  walls  in  the  dormitories  in  a filthy  state, 
from  the  want  of  common  care.  The  matron  stated,  that  on  her  side  of  the 
house  she  had  not  a brush,  and  was  compelled,  from  the  want  thereof,  to  sweep 
out  her  own  room  with  rags.  In  many  instances  we  perceived  the  walls, 
blackened  from  the  filthy  habit  of  sticking  candles  against  them.  The  mortar 
floors  throughout  the  house  are  certainly  very  much  neglected,  particularly  in 
the  infirm  wards  and  day-rooms,  where  the  holes  in  the  floors  vary  from  six  to 
seven  inches  deep  and  two  feet  in  length. 

The  workhouse  it  appears,  has  been  built  for  the  accommodation  of  500 
paupers.  W e found,  on  inspection,  the  number  therein  to  amount  to  by  day 
845,  being  many  more  than  the  day-rooms  could  accommodate,  out  of  which 
number  300  are  sleeping  out  in  eight  houses,  which  we  found  were  provided  in 
the  town  by  the  Inspector,  Captain  Ommanney,  jive  of  which  are  agreed  on  at 
the  rate  of  10s.  a- month,  one  at  the  rate  of  51.  a-year,  one  at  the  rate  of  16/. 
a-year,  and  one  to  be  paid  for  at  the  same  rate  as  the  five  first,  in  proportion  to 
the  accommodation  it  contains,  making  nearly  a total  rent  of  60/.  a-year,  which 
extra  accommodation  being  so  circumstanced,  we  deem  it  very  inconvenient 
and  unsatisfactory  ; and.  as  it  appears  such  houses  are  only  to  be  paid  for  while 
occupied,  we  are  preparing  to  give  them  up,  and  provide  one  place  of  sleeping, 
at  the  rate  of  40/.  a-year,  which  will  accommodate  nearly  300. 

We  found  in  the  hospital  and  workhouse  infirmary,  65  cases  of  fever,  in  the 
probationary  wards,  20  cases  of  dysentery,  and  21  cases  in  the  men  and 
women’s  wards,  making  a total  of  fever  and  dysentery  126  cases.  The  number 
of  deaths  from  the  25th  of  March  last  to  the  present  time  amounting  to  328, 
of  which  92  were  adults,  and  the  remainder,  236,  children  under  15  years  of 
age  It  appears  they  were  buried  -without  coffins  (excepting  about  36),  carried 
to  the  graves  in  what  is  termed  a slip-coffin,  so  contrived  that  the  bottom  was 
made  to  slide  out,  and  then  the  body  covered  with  the  clay ; no  contract  for 
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coffins  existing.  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  great  appearance  of  sickness,  to 
he  produced  from  an  inadequate  dietary  and  very  wretched  clothing ; in  fact, 
there  is  not  what  could  be  termed  clothing  in  the  workhouse,  it  being  so  very 
tattered  that  we  could  scarcely  discern  it  from  the  filthy  rags  which  remain  on 
the  principal  portion  of  the  paupers  who  have  been  admitted  into  the  body  of 
the  house ; in  fact,  there  are  no  contracts  existing,  scarcely  a day’s  provision  in 
the  house,  no  fuel  but  as  it  is  purchased  on  its  arrival  in  the  market ; there  is  a 
difficulty  of  even  then  obtaining  a day’s  supply,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
children  are  suffering  severely  from  the  cold ; they  painfully  exhibit  their  feet 
swoln,  in  a neglected  state,  and  emaciated  in  their  appearance.  It  appeared 
the  infant  children  received  no  food  until  nearly  one  o’clock,  p.m.  ; the  cause 
was  attributed  to  the  want  of  milk  in  proper  time,  receiving  it  only  as  it  should 
be  irr  egularly  brought  to  the  workhouse,  sometimes  scarcely  a sufficiency  for 
hospital  purposes,  and  the  breakfast  for  the  other  inmates  consequently  post- 
poned further  in  the  day.  Nothing  appearing  in  existence  with  the  orders  of 
the  Commissioners,  which  are  carried  out  in  a well-managed  workhouse.  We 
found  it  loathsome  to  pass  through  doors  from  the  children’s  school-room  into 
the  yards,  in  consequence  of  an  effluvia  arising  therefrom,  as  it  appears  to  us 
caused  by  the  children  being  allowed  to  commit  nuisances  there. 

The  Visiting  Book  appears  to  have  been  a dead  letter  till  the  arrival  of 
Captain  Ommanney. 

There  appears  to  have  been  no  contracts  for  vaccination  throughout  the 
Union,  and  it  is  represented  to  us  that  small-pock  is  very  prevalent. 

We  find  out-door  relief  of  the  three  classes  to  be  in  operation  throughout  the 
entire  Union,  and  regret  'to'  say  we  are  not  in  a position  at  present  to  report 
thereon;  it  being  a matter  of  the  greatest  importance,  we  purpose  giving  it  due 
consideration,  in  order  to  carry  it  into  effect  compatibly  with  the  orders  of  the 
Commissioners,  and  will,  at  an  early  period,  make  it  the  subject  of  a special 
report. 

We  regret  to  state  that  Doctor  Taylor  is  in  typhus  fever ; he  is  the  medical 
officer  of  this  Union ; he  is  represented  to  us  as  being  a very  competent  person, 
and  has  his  hospital  in  very  good  order.  His  nephew  is  acting  in  his  stead ; he 
reports  that  the  fever  hospital  at  present  is  not  sufficient  for  the  cases  of  typhus 
fever. 

The  clerk  has  the  character  of  being  strictly  honest,  blit  holds  another  office 
as  pay-clerk  under  the  Board  of  Works,  which  occupies  four  days  of  his  time 
every  third  week  in  the  execution  of  that  office ; for  instance,  he  intends  leaving 
here  on  next  Monday,  and  will  not  return  until  next  Thursday  night.  He  has 
under  him  am-assistant,  to  whom  he  pays  201.  a-year  ; the  assistant  also  is 
relieving  officer  for  the  Kenmare  district  of  this  Union:  it  appears  to  us  not 
advisable  he  should  hold  both  those  offices. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  present  master  is  not  capable  of  exercising  the 
functions  of  his  office  ; he  has  been  originally  the  porter.  His  books  are  ill  a 
dreadful  state  with  erasures,  principally  the  Provision  Check  Account  Bool:. 
He  has  never  kept  the  Hospital  Daily  Distribution  of  Dietary,  or  Maintenance 
Boole ; tickets  of  admission  or  discharge  were  unknown  to  him ; and  we  find, 
on  investigation,  he  has  not  weighed  the  bread  on  coming  into  his  store ; nor 
are  there  in  the  provision  store  scales  for  doing  so  ; the  pair  provided  by  the 
Guardians  is  gone  to  ruin.  He  also  acknowledges,  on  inquiry,  he  has  not 
weighed,  the  meal,  excepting,  perhaps,  one  or  two  hags  of  an  entire  load ; in 
fact,  he  appears  at  variance  with  the  other  officers  of  the  workhouse,  caused  by 
the  porter  bringing  charges  against  him  in  September  last  for  peculation;  and 
the  matron  was  then  examined  by  the  Board,  since  which  period  the  master 
has  restrained  her  in  interfering  with  either  the  provisions  or  necessaries,  or,  as 
she  states,  the  key  of  any  store.  . . . . 

As  to  the  other  officers,  we  have  not  had  time  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  their 


capabilities.  , , 

Owing  to  the  exertions  of  Captain  Ommanney,  w*e  find  that  on  last  week  a 
sum  of  300/.  has  been  granted  from  the  funds  of  the  British  Association,  and 
lodged  to  the  credit  of  the  Union,  which  we  hope  will,  for  the  present,  assist  us 
in  relieving  the  most,  destitute. 

We  now  propose  to  detail,  as  briefly  as  possible,  the  steps  we  are  about  to 
pursue  with  reference  to  the  remedying  the  evils  complained  of,  and  at  the 


Kenmare  Union. 
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same  time  to  intimate  that  summary  steps  have  been  taken  for  the  collection  of 
the  outstanding  rate.  Mr.  Drummond,  R.  M.,  with  the  police  force,  are  assist- 
ing in  the  collection  thereof. 

We  have  given  directions  to  our  clerk  to  prepare  immediately  a new  set  of 
rate  books,  in  order  that,  if  it  should  appear  to  the  Commissioners  practicable' 
to  carry  into  effect  the  collecting  a new  rate,  to  have  the  books  ready. 

We  propose  immediately  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  vaccination. 

We  intend,  with  the  consent  of  the  Commissioners,  employing  a master  tailor 
and  shoemaker  to  instruct  the  orphan  children  in  those  useful  trades,  and  thereby 
keep  the  clothes  of  the  establishment  in  proper  repair. 

We  submit,  for  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners,  a general  dietary,  which 
has  been  approved  of  in  some  of  the  best-regulated  workhouses  in  Ireland, 
viz. : — 


Hall  Dietary. 


Breakfast. 

Dinner.  | Supper. 

7 oz.  of  oatmeal  or  Indian 
meal. 

i a pint  of  new  milk  or 
1 pint  of  cocoa. 

1 lb.  of  whole-meal 
bread,  and 

1 pint  of  rice  gruel.  | 

jAdults. 

4 oz.  of  oatmeal  or  Indian 
meal,  and 

i a pint  of  new  milk  or 
1 pint  of  cocoa. 

12  oz.  of  white  bread, 
and 

1 pint  of  rice  gruel. 

jover  Nine. 

3oz.  of  rice,  and 
i a pint  of  new  milk. 

8 oz.  of  bread,  white, 
aud 

1 pint  of  rice  gruel. 

4 oz.  of  white  bread. 

junder  Nine. 

Hospital  Dietary. 


Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Supper. 

4 oz.  of  rice. 

1 pint  of  new  milk. 

12  oz.  of  white  bread. 
£ a pint  of  sweet  milk 
or  broth. 

1 pint  of  rice  gruel  or 
1 quaTt  of  tea. 

| Adults. 

3 oz.  of  rice,  and 
i a pint  of  new  milk. 

4 oz.  of  white  bread. 

4 a pint  of  sweet  milk 
or 

1 pint  of  broth. 

4 oz.  of  white  bread. 

4 a pint  of  rice  gruel,  i 

1 pint  of  tea. 

jdiildren. 

We  propose  having  a kiln  erected  on  the  workhouse  land,  so  as  to  procure 
lime  at  first  cost,  and  keep  up  a continual  cleansing  of  the  house  by  white- 
washing. 

We  particularly  refer  the  Commissioners  to  the  comments  we  have  made, 
with  respect  to  the  state  of  the  building,  requiring  the  immediate  attention  of 
their  architect. 

We  hope  the  Commissioners  will  change  the  present  master,  as  we  deem  him 
Tiot  suited  for  that  office. 

The  ground  about  the  workhouse,  which  we  find  has  been  totally  neglected 
until  the  arrival  of  Captain  Ommanney  here,  is  in  process  of  drainage  for  culti- 
vation. 


We  cannot  close  this  our  report  without  expressmg  our  thanks  to  Captain 
Ommanney  for  the  valuable  assistance  he  has  rendered  us  by  his  advice  and 
assisting  us  in  our  inquiries. 

Hoping  that  our  suggestions  may  meet  with  your  approval. 


■n  P;S'~^Sil?ce  c°ncludi,nS  the  foregoing  report,  we  regret  to  state  the  death  of 
Doctor  laylor,  the  medical  officer  of  the  workhouse,  has  been  notified  to  us. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  10,  1848. 

_ The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  report  of  the  4th  instant 
relative  to  the  state  of  affairs  of  theKenmare  Union,  in  which  you  advert  to  the 
rate  of  3s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  made  on  the  25th  September  last,  on  the  net 
annual  value  of  the  Union ; and  in  reference  thereto  the  Commissioners  desire 
to  draw  your  attention  to  the  amount  of  the  valuation  (24,689/.  5s.),  as  com-, 
pared  with  the  number  of  acres  on  which  rate  is  charged  (115,015),  and 
which,  with  the  house  property  in  the  Union,  would  appear  to  possess  an  annual 
value  much  greater  than  the  amount  on  which  rates  are  now  levied ; so  that  in 
this  view  of  the  case,  the  rate  of  3s.  6cl.  levied  in  September,  1847,  when 
regarded  with  reference  to  the  actual  value  of  property  in  the  Union,  should 
probably  be  considered  as  one  of  moderate  amount. 

The  Commissioners  request  a consideration  of  this  question  now,  as  the  state 
of  the  Union  finances  appears  to  require  that  preparations  should  be  made  for 
the  early  declaration  of  a further  rate ; and  the  Commissioners  fully  approve 
of  the  steps  proposed  to  be  taken  for  this  object. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  express  their  approval  of  the  arrangements  for 
providing  additional  workhouse  accommodation,  in  lieu  of  the  several  buildings 
now  occupied.  ° 

They  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  clerk  of  the  Union  should  not  also  hold 
the  office  of  pay-clerk  under  the  Board  of  Works,  which  requires  that  he  should 
be  absent  on  four  successive  days  in  every  third  week ; and  the  Commissioners 
recommend  that  he  be  required  to  resign  one  of  the  employments. 

The  Commissioners  observe  that  the  workhouse  master  has  been  attacked 
with  typhus  fever;  and  they  cannot  therefore  take  any  step  at  present. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  employment  of  a master  tailor,  to  instruct 
the  children  and  assist  in  preparing  the  clothing  for  the  workhouse  inmates ; 
and  should  you,  on  further  consideration,  continue  to  be  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  advisable  to  employ  a shoemaker,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruc- 
tions in  his  trade  as  now  proposed,  the  Commissioners  will  not  object. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  make  trial  of  the 
dietaries  proposed ; and  the  Commissioners  have  directed  me  to  state  that  they 
approve  of  the  arrangements  contemplated  for  providing  lime  on  the  work- 
house  site,  and  for  cultivation  of  the  ground. 

They  will  draw  the  attention  of  the  architect  to  the  state  of  the  workhouse 
buildings,  as  now  reported  ; and  they  rely  on  the  experience  and  zeal  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  for  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  are  best  calculated  to 
secure  a due  administration  of  the  Poor  Relief  Acts  in  the  Kenmare  Union. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  6,  1848. 

Herewith  I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the  past  week. 

My  time  has  been  principally  occupied  in  giving  the  Vice-Guardians  every 
information  in  my  power  relative  to  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  assisting  them 
in  their  investigation  into  the  management  and  internal  economy  of  the  present 
state  of  the  workhouse. 

The  system  hitherto  has  not  been  of  that  character  which  could  ensure  a 
proper  state  of  discipline  and  order  necessary  to  be  observed  in  such  an  esta- 
blishment ; much  ot  the  bad  management  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  an 
efficient  master.  There  has  not  been  for  a considerable  period,  adequate  funds 
disposable  for  furnishing  the  house  with  the  materials  required  for  maintaining 
the  establishment  upon  a proper  footing — no  regular  contracts  could  be  entered 
into ; the  want  of  clothing  has  been  another  cause  of  disorder ; also  the  addi- 
tional increase  to  the  establishment  caused  by  the  extra  accommodation,  has 
been  detrimental  to  the  preservation  of  order ; but  this  expedient  has  been 
•indispensable  for  working  out  the  Poor  Law,  and  to  provide  for  the  enormous 
•amount  of  destitution. 

To  place  the  workhouse  establishment  on  a proper  footing  cannot  now  be 
effected  without  considerable  outlay ; and  to  put  the  buildings  into  a proper 
state  of  repair  must  involve  a great  expense. 

Mr.  Drummond,  R.M.,  proceeded  with  a police  force  on  Tuesday  last  to  the 
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division  of  Bourdoneen,  to  give  protection  to  the  collector  getting  in  the  poor 
rate.  He  proceeded  in  the  first  instance  to  the  residence  of  James  Butler,  Esq. 
of  W aterville,  J.P.,  and  D.L.,  who,  although  the  collector  had  asked  for  pay- 
ment on  the  previous  evening,  it  was  not  obtained  from  this  gentleman  until 
his  cattle  were  distrained.  How  could  others  in  more  humble  circumstances  be 
expected  to  pay,  whilst  a person  in  hs  station  continued  a defaulter  ? Previous 
to  this  alternative  I had  addressed  him  twice  on  the  subject  of  payment,  to 
which  no  answer  has  been  received.  The  presence  of  the  police  has  had  the 
effect  of  bringing  in  a considerable  amount  of  the  rate,  and  I am  waiting  the 
report  of  the  collector  to  know  the  result. 

Some  resistance  was  offered  in  the  Tuosist  division — the  collector  obtained 
some  payments  there ; from  the  extreme  poverty  of  many  of  the  rate-payers  in 
this  division,  it  will  be  impossible  to  collect  the  whole.  The  unfavourable 
state  of  the  weather  this  week  has  been  unpropitious  for  the  operations  of  the 
police.  It  is  desirable  that  the  magistrates  should  not  leave  the  Union  until 
coercive  measures  have  been  completed  against  all  opponents  to  the  poor-rate. 

I am  happy  to  state  that  works  under  the  Landed  Property  Improvement  Act 
are  being  commenced  on  Lord  Lansdowne’s  estate,  upon  which  I am  informed 
the  sum  of  8000/.  will  be  expended  in  drainage  works,  which  I trust  will  render 
unnecessary  the  extension  of  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  that  district,  comprising 
the  divisions  of  Tuosist  and  Bunawn. 

I regret  to  report  the  demise  of  Dr.  Taylor,  medical  officer  of  the  Union, 
after  a short  illness.  His  loss  is  much  to  be  lamented,  for  he  was  assiduous  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  a person  of  considerable  talent,  as  also  ail  expe- 
rienced physician. 

I have  received  the  sum  of  200/.  value  in  provisions  from  the  British  Relief 
Association,  which  has  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Vice- Guardians,  and 
appropriated  to  the  service  of  the  out-door  relief. 

The  greatest  misery  prevails  in  Ballybog.  At  Sneem  I was  informed  of  an 
instance  where  the  carcase  of  a dead  horse  was  cut  up  for  food ; and  many 
holders  of  land  are  striving  to  subsist  on  seaweed,  before  they  surrender  their 
holding. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  the  Commissioners  to  grant  a renewal  of  their  sealed 
order  of  15th  December,  1847,  directing  an  extension  of  out-door  relief  to  cer- 
tain destitute  classes. 

I trust  that  the  stipendiary  magistrate  will  not  leave  the  Union  until  an 
effectual  check  has  been  given  to  all  resistance  against  the  authority  of  the  rate 
collector  ; his  services  will  be  required  the  whole  of  this  week. 

The  Vice-Guardians  will  now  devote  their  attention  to  the  collection  of  the 
rate,  and  investigate  into  the  administration  of  out-door  relief. 

In  consequence  of  the  extent  of  the  division  of  Tuosist,  it  beino-  upwards  of 
20  miles  in  length,  it  is  requisite  to  divide  it  into  two  relief  districts— another 
relieving  officer  will  be  appointed. 

Agreeably  with  a requisition  from  M.  O'Connell,  Esq.,  I have  caused  the 
meeting  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  be  postponed  until  the  15  th  instant 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—Feirmry  10,  1848. 

I ah  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  perceived  on  the  minutes  of 
proceedings  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Kenmare  Union,  on  the  STh tastant 
that  the  workhouse  master  has  been  attacked  with  typhus  fever,  aud  the  Guar- 

o StSr  **  ^ ^ -"rom 

With  reference  to  the  proceedings  adopted  for  enforcing  the  payment  of  the 
pool -late  in  the  Bourdoneen  electoral  division,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commis- 
“d “““  01  the  ia  the  a.  union  win  bo  pro- 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  as  regards  the  proposed  renewal  of  the  Com- 
missioners' order  of  15th  December  lalt,  authoriEing  m iSon  of  out-do^ 
rebel  to  certain  classes,  that  all  the  classes  named  in  that  order  are  comprised 
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within  the  terms  of  the  Commissioners’  order  of  the  21st  ult.,  and  it  is  not 
necessary  therefore  that  the  order  of  the  15th  December  should  be  renewed. 

The  Commissioners  have  directed  me  to  express  their  approval  of  the  sepa- 
ration of  Tuosist  electoral  division  into  two  relief  districts. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — February  7,  1848. 

I have  to  acquaint  the  Commissioners  that  subsequent  to  the  departure 
of  the  stipendiary  magistrate  from  Bourdoneen,  on  the  3rd  instant,  when  he  left 
the  collector  in  the  collection  of  the  rate  under  the  impression  his  services  were 
no  longer  required,  the  collector  has  again  made  application  for  his  assistance 
and  the  protection  of  a police  force.  He  states  that  he  has  met  great  resistance, 
and  was  unable  to  obtain  the  rates  after  Mr.  Drummond,  resident  magistrate, 
left  the  division  of  Bourdoneen  on  the  3rd  instant. 

The  collector  reports  that  he  has  obtained  about  300/.  of  the  rates.  From 
what  he  states,  and  from  the  report  of  the  officer  of  police,  it  appears  that  the 
rates  would  not  have  been  paid,  but  for  the  demonstration  of  a police  force. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  10,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  attention  of  Government  has  been  drawn  to 
your  communication. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — February  13,  1848. 

Herewith  I have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  report  for  the  past  week. 
The  internal  state  of  the  workhouse  continues  unchanged  at  present,  as  the 
Vice-Guardians  are  unable  to  enter  upon  their  arrangements  for  putting  the 
establishment  into  a correct  system  of  management,  before  the  decision  of  the 
Commissioners  is  communicated  with  respect  to  the  continuation  of  the  master 
in  his  situation,  and  proper  contracts  made  for  supplying  the  house  with  cloth- 
ing, provisions,  and  necessaries. 

The  number  of  inmates  is  now  728 ; during  the  week  82  have  quitted  the 
house  at  their  own  request ; it  appears  almost  unaccountable  to  see  those  crea- 
tures leaving  shelter  in  a few  days,  after  having  been  admitted  in  the  most 
abject  state  of  misery,  and  probably  having  undertaken  a journey  of  20  miles 
in  the  severest  weather,  to  obtain  relief;  their  great  aim  is  to  be  entered  on  the 
out-door  relief  list,  and  they  seem  to  think  they  can  make  a choice  of  either 
in  or  out-door  relief.  There  was  by  far  a much  smaller  number  of  applicants 
for  admission  this  week  than  on  any  former  occasion  since  my  arrival.  The 
number  of  vacancies  now  disposable  enables  the  workhouse  test  being  again 
applied. 

The  medical  officer  has  reported  that  the  master  is  now  quite  recovered  from 
fever,  therefore  I trust  the  Commissioners  will  enable  the  Guardians  to  select  a 
more  competent  person  for  the  situation,  as  I am  of  opinion  that  he  is  incapable 
of  managing  the  establishment. 

The  number  of  sick  in  the  house  now  amounts  to  146,  of  these  there  are  80 
fever  cases  and  66  of  dysentery,  the  latter  is  very  prevalent ; it  is  stated  that 
the  nature  of  the  diet  is  conducive  to  the  complaint;  I have  therefore  to  move 
the  Commissioners  to  allow  the  Vice-Guardians  to  adopt  a more  salutary  dietary 
for  the  inmates. 

The  medical  officer  reports  the  want  of  sufficient  accommodation  for  the 
sick ; the  fever  hospital  and  infirmary  are  both  full,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  is  compelled  to  reject  the  admission  of  12  fever  patients. 

Owing  to  the  extension  of  the  workhouse  system,  it  is  necessary  to  provide 
some  additional  building  for  the  reception  of  infectious  cases ; I am  not  aware 
that  there  is  any  building  in  or  about  the  town  available  for  the  purpose  of  an 
hospital ; after  giving  the  subject  due  consideration  with  the  Vice- Guardians 
yesterday,  we  considered  that  the  rear  of  the  idiot  yards,  inside  the  boundary 
wall,  would  be  the  most  advantageous  site  for  the  construction  of  hospital  sheds, 
as  they  would  be  ready  of  access  from  the  infirmary,  and  removed  clear  from 
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the  main  body  of  the  building ; these  yards  are  about  40  feet  square ; should 
this  plan  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Commissioners,  I have  to  request  they 
will  instruct  their  architect  to  furnish  specifications  for  erecting  these  sheds 
without  delay ; it  would  be  advisable  to  roof  them  with  slates,  and  construct 
them  substantially ; the  rear  of  the  infirmary  yards  can  also  be  appropriated  to 
a similar  purpose,  if  requisite. 

Upon  visiting  the  house  on  Monday  last  at  noon,  the  inmates  were  only  then 
at  breakfast.  The  master  was  sick,  and  a relieving  officer  engaged  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  clerk’s  duties,  who  was  absent  from  the  Union.  The  officers 
should  be  directed  each  to  attend  to  his  respective  duty,  and  particularly  the 
relieving  officer,  whose  whole  time  is  necessary,  should  be  devoted  in  looking 
after  his  district. 

The  advances  for  provisions  received  from  the  British  Relief  Association  for 
the  relief  of  the  destitute,  to  the  value  of  400/.,  have  been  allocated  to  each 
electoral  division  in  proportion  to  the  net  annual  value ; it  is  issued  to  the 
relieving  officers  in  Indian  meal  for  the  out-door  relief,  the  price  of  which  has 
just  been  reduced  from  11/.  to  9/.  per  ton  at  the  Commissariat  store. 

The  number  of  destitute  children  now  in  attendance  at  the  schools  throughout 
the  Union  will  amount  to  4000,  each  receiving  one  pound  of  rye  bread  daily. 
This  relief,  if  properly  applied  to  the  class  for  which  it  is  intended,  provides 
food  for  all  the  destitute  children  of  the  stipulated  age  in  the  Union ; this  relief 
is  of  the  greatest  service  and  benefit  to  the  country,  many  hundreds  of  them 
would  be  without  means  of  subsistence.  I am  obliged  to  exercise  the  greatest 
vigilance  to  see  that  the  bounty  is  properly  appropriated. 

Mr.  Drummond,  R.M.,  has  been  engaged  in  giving  protection  to  the  collectors 
with  a police  force  ; in  the  early  part  of  the  week  he  was  over  Kilgarvan,  where 
the  rates  were  enforced  from  parties  in  remote  localities,  who  have  hitherto  held 
the  efforts  of  the  collectors  at  defiance.  On  Thursday  he  returned  to  Bour- 
doneen to  follow  up  the  collection  there,  as  the  collector  had  met  with  great 
resistance ; up  to  this  day  I have  heard  that  they  have  had  great  trouble  to 
collect  it,  and  made  many  seizures  of  cattle.  The  rate  is  now  collected  between 
Waterville  and  West  Cove.  To-morrow  they  continue  to  enforce  the  rate  in  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  division ; violence  has  been  used  against  the  collector,  and 
on  one  occasion  he  received  a severe  contusion  on  the  head  from  a stone  thrown 
at  him.  The  stipendiary  magistrate  has  been  delayed  in  Bourdoneen  in  con- 
sequence of  the  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  ratepayers,  as  without  a force  the 
rate  could  not  be  obtained. 

The  sum  of  176/.  has  been  lodged  -with  the  treasurer  this  week,  and  a sum 
of  about  300/.  more  remains  in  the  collector’s  hands.  In  consequence  of  the 
unavoidable  absence  of  the  collector  for  Bourdoneen,  the  fortnightly  examina- 
tion of  the  collector’s  accounts  could  not  be  completed. 

The  lists  of  immediate  lessors  still  defaulters  were  examined  at  the  Board 
yesterday,  and  the  names  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners,  against  whom  it  is 
necessary  to  take  proceedings  in  a superior  court. 

I intend  proceeding  to-morrow  with  the  Vice-Guardians  to  Bourdoneen,  to 
hold  a meeting  there.  The  relieving  officer  of  that  division  I consider  is  dis- 
qualified for  his  office,  on  account  of  his  inactivity  and  the  occupation  of  a lar°-e 
farm.  ° 

. The  collectors  have  repeatedly  been  urged  to  follow  up  the  collection  with 
vigour ; in  the  course  of  a few  weeks  I anticipate  that  all  the  recoverable  por- 
tion of  the  rate  will  be  brought  in.  1 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.^-February  15,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  should  proceed  without  any  delay 
to  appoint  a competent  person  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  of  master  of 
tire  wurkhouse,  and  they  should  call  upon  the  present  master  at  once  to  resign 
His  office.  If  his  resignation  is  not  immediately  sent  in,  the  Commissioners  are 
prepared  to  issue  an  order  under  seal  for  his  dismissal. 

With  regard  to  the  change  which  is  deemed  requisite  in  the  workhouse 
dietary,  I am  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  18th  article  of  the  workhouse  rules, 
and  to  observe,  that  in  the  management  of  the  workhouse  it  is  quite  competent 
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fov  the  Vice-Guardians  temporarily  to  alter  the  dietary  in  accordance  with  the  "KenmareOmon. 
medical  officers’  suggestions.  — 

The  Commissioners  will  not  object  to  the  construction  of  temporary  sheds  for 
the  accommodation  of  fever  patients  in  the  position  referred  to  in  your  report, 
and  they  will  communicate  accordingly  with  their  architect ; but  they  would 
much  prefer  that  a building  should  be  hired  or  rented  by  the  Vice-Guardians, 
in  pursuance  of  the  16th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Amendment  Act,  to 
be  used  for  the  reception  of  fever  patients. 

The  Commissioners  fully  concur  with  you  in  the  propriety  of  requiring  each 
officer  of  the  Union  to  perform  his  duties  in  person.  The  26th  article  of  the 
general  regulations,  and  the  proviso  to  the  42nd  article,  are  specially  framed 
with  this  view.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  see  that  the  regu- 
lations in  this  respect  are  duly  complied  with. 

The  Commissioners  apprehend  from  your  statement,  that  in  appropriating  the 
400Z.  advanced  by  the  British  Relief  Association,  according  to  the  annual  value 
of  rateable  property  in  the  several  electoral  divisions,  the  highest  amount  was 
allocated  to  the  division  of  greatest  valuation,  and  so  on  proportionably.  But 
the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that  you  should  have  put  the  money  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  the  ultimate  allocation  of  it  would  have 
been  a subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners. 

_ The  Vice-Guardians  should  require  the  relieving  officer  for  the  Bourdoneen 
division  to  resign  immediately,  on  the  grounds  stated  in  your  report. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — Feb'uary  17,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  upon  the  result  of  my  inspection,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Vice-Guardians,  into  the  out-door  relief  list  in  the  Bourdoneen 
division. 

I proceeded  to  Bourdoneen  on  the  14th  instant,  and  on  the  15tli  a public 
meeting  wras  held  at  Derrynane.  There  w*as  a large  attendance  of  rate-payers, 
the  clergy,  and  Maurice  O’Connell,  Esq.  The  relieving  officer  attended  with 
his  books,  when  the  circumstances  of  each  individual  upon  the  list  were 
thoroughly  scrutinized. 

Altogether  the  list  was  not  so  incorrect  as  I was  led  to  expect.  There  were 
some  parties  holding  land  removed ; amongst  them  the  parish  clerk,  with  some 
relatives,  as  reported  by  Mr.  O’Connell,  were  found  on  the  list.  Altogether 
about  30  names  were  struck  off,  out  of  more  than  400  heads  of  families. 

The  relieving  officer  could  give  but  little  information  respecting  the  parties 
on  his  list.  He  certainly  had  not  fulfilled  his  instructions  with  regard  to 
visiting  the  residences  of  the  applicants,  and  inquired  into  their  circumstances, 
nor  had  he  made  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his  instructions.  The 
man  is  beyond  the  age  which  I consider  indispensable  for  the  active  exertions 
required  to  discharge  his  duties  efficiently  ; he  is  also  in  the  occupation  of  a 
farm  of  at  least  50  acres  of  land ; he  is  a highly  respectable  man,  and  bears 
a good  character. 

The  meeting  gave  satisfaction,  and  was  conducted  by  Mr.  O’Connell  with 
every  impartiality. 

With  reference  to  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  Mr.  O’Connell’s  rates,  it 
appears  that  he  returned  to  Derrynane  from  England  on  the  24th  December. 
The  collector  had  previously  applied  to  his  steward  for  the  rates,  who  deferred 
him  until  Mr.  O’Connell’s  arrival,  -who,  when  he  saw  the  collector,  desired 
him  to  call  on  the  7th  ultimo  ; but  on  the  day  appointed  the  collector  had  to 
attend  the  Board  at  Kenmare,  and  did  not  wait  upon  Mr.  O’Connell  again  until 
the  27th  January,  when  he  received  payment. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  19,  1848. 

I am  to  inquire  whether  the  relieving  officer  whom  you  represent  as 
both  negligent  and  inefficient  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  has  been  called 
upon  to  resign. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  afiairs  of  the  Union  cannot  be  managed  satisfactorily 
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Kenmare  Union,  unless  the  several  Union  officers  discharge  their  respective  duties  zealously  and 
efficiently ; and  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  at  once  to  remove  any  negli- 
gent or  inefficient  officer  on  receiving  a report  from  you  or  the  Vice-Guardians 
recommending  that  course  to  he  adopted. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  17,  1848. 

Upon  the  occasion  of  visiting  the  division  of  Ballybog  it  was  represented 
to  me  by  James  Bland,  Esq.,  of  Derroquin  Castle,  that  he  had  applied  for  a 
grant  under  “the  Landed  Property  Improvement  Act,”  but  as  yet  no  steps  are 
taken  for  commencing  works  on  his  estate. 

In  consequence  of  the  very  destitute  condition  of  the  population  in  Ballybog 
it  would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  district  to  procure  employment  for 
them ; and  in  consequence,  I have  to  request  that  the  Commissioners  would 
use  their  influence  at  the  Board  of  Works  to  expedite  the  commencement  of 
the  intended  works  on  Mr.  Bland’s  estate. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  19, 1848. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  of  Works  has  been  drawn  to  your  report. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  20,  1848. 


Herewith  I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  weekly  report. 

I have  already  communicated  the  particulars  of  my  visit  to  the  division  of 
Bourdoneen,  which  occupied  the  14th,  15th,  and  16th  instant. 

There  is  nothing  new  to  report  on  the  state  of  the  workhouse,  the  Vice- 
Guardians  having  deferred  taking  any  active  measures  until  a new  master  is 
appointed,  and  the  necessary  supplies  are  contracted  for.  The  number  of 
inmates  is  now  but  700.  As  there  are  vacancies  in  the  hired  extra  buildings, 
the  advantage  of  the  workhouse  test  is  still  applicable. 

There  is  no  serious  contagion  existing  in  the  workhouse.  56  deaths  have 
occurred  since  the  1st  instant.  With  the  exception  of  three  cases,  they  were 
all  under  15  years  of  age,  and  chiefly  infants,  some  of  whom  died  on  being 
admitted  into  the  house  before  the  medical  officer  had  seen  them ; many  came 
into  the  house  in  that  state  of  sickness  that  they  were  beyond  the  means  of 
recovery. 


As  to  the  general  condition  of  the  people,  I am  happy  to  state  that  their 
appearance  during  the  last  month  has  greatly  improved  •,  most  of  the  distressing 
objects  which  infested  the  town  when  I first  arrived  have  disappeared.  When 
I contrast  the  wretched  and  horrible  scenes  which  daily  presented  themselves 
during  the  month  of  December,  and  the  dreadful  prospects  consequent  thereon, 
the  improvement,  by  means  of  the  operation  of  the  Poor  Law,  cannot  be  other- 
wise than  most  gratifying.  I could  not  help  remarking  this  day  that  the  town 
was  tree  from  beggars  and  destitute  creatures. 

jCiatiori  sch°o1  relief  has  effected  the  most  satisfactory  result. 
Most  of  the  children  are  dependent  upon  the  daily  ration  of  bread  which  I 
supply.  _ They  have  assumed  a much  more  healthy  appearance.  The  benefit 
Greatest  ad vanto^er°m  Stragglills  about  the  country  is  certainly  an  object  of  the 

lam  unable  to  report  the  exact  sum  of  the  uncollected  rate  until  next  week, 
as  some  of  the  collectors  are  at  a distance,  and  have  sums  not  yet  lodged : but 
I calculate  there  is  not  more  than  1200Z.  uncollected.  * b 

* Presu^e  that  the  Commissioners  desire  that  another  rate  must  soon  be 

finnnh,  nf  n0—  be  t0  clear  off  the  debts,  and  place  the 

finances  of  the  Union  m a healthy  state.  ^ 

With  our  present  expenditure  of  3001.  weekly,  I have  again  to  express  mv 
opinion  that  it  is  impracticable  to  meet  it.  I have,  therefore,  to  request  thl 
tbe^!SS10,le-StWl11  refurtl!ei'pleased  t0  “^ider  the  propriety  of  rendering 
rel“fthe  fUUdS  of  tde  Association  diLg  the  hea/y 

At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Vice-Guardians  yesterday,  the  day  was  occu- 
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pied  in  making  contracts  for  supplies  of  provisions,  clothing,  and  necessaries  so 
that  the  Guardians  adjourned  the  meeting  for  Monday  next.  There  were 
numerous  tenders,  and  parties  from  Cork  were  generally  successful  in  obtaining 
the  contracts ; a proof  of  the  new  management  of  the  Union. 

Several  candidates  presented  themselves  for  the  appointment  of  relieving 
officer  for  the  eastern  district  of  Tuosist,  but  none  were  considered  competent 
The  master  has  resigned  his  appointment. 

A total  revision  of  the  out-door  relief  lists  is  advisable,  and  I trust  the  Vice- 
Guardians  will  follow  up  my  suggestions  in  carrying  out  this  important  duty 
without  loss  of  time ; and,  now  that  the  contracts  are  obtained,  that  they  will 
devote  their  attention  to  place  the  establishment  of  the  workhouse  and  Union 
in  that  order  and  efficiency  required  of  them  by  the  Commissioners. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  23,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  new  rate  required  in  the  Union,  I am  to  state 
that  the  Commissioners  will  readily  sanction  any  expense  which  the  Vice- 
Guardians  may  deem  it  necessary  to  incur,  in  having  the  books  prepared  for  a 
new  rate  in  the  Union  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

As  the  collection  of  the  rate  is  brought  nearly  to  a close  in  any  division,  the 
collector  s books  should  he  called  in,  so  that  the  arrears  may  be  included  in  the 
new  rate,  and  the  new  warrant  be  issued  at  once  to  the  collector  without  waiting 
for  the  close  of  the  collection  in  other  divisions. 

For  the  future,  the  course  which  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  for  awhile 
to  adopt  is,  to  undertake  to  make  weekly  advances  for  the  relief  of  the  able- 
bodied  men  out  of  the  workhouse,  provided  that  the  Vice-Guardians  will 
relieve  from  the  poor  rates  able-bodied  men  and  their  families  in  the  work- 
house,  and  destitute  persons  entitled  to  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  out  of  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  request  you  to  supply  them  on  Saturday  in  each  week, 
with  an  estimate  of  the  weekly  sum  which,  in  your  opinion,  will  be  required  in 
order  to  preserve  from  starvation  the  destitute  poor  who  are  entitled  to  relief 
in  your  district,  forming  a separate  estimate  for  each  of  the  three  following 
heads : — 

1st.  Relief  in  the  workhouse. 

2nd.  Relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the 
1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

3rd.  Relief  to  able-bodied  persons  entitled  to  relief  under  the  2nd  section  of 
that  Act. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  February  23,  1848. 

I request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  whether  it  is  requisite  that 
the  Vice-Guardians  should  meet  daily  at  the  Board-room  for  the  despatch  of 
business  and  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  Union ; such  has  been  my  opinion,  but 
as  the  Vice-Guardians  have  differed  with  me  on  this  point,  I am  anxious  to 
receive  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  to  know  if  my  view  is  correct,  par- 
ticularly as  the  state  of  the  Union, requires  their  unremitting  attention. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  26,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  report  of  the  23rd  instant,  received  to  day,  I am 
directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the 
Poor  in  Ireland  to  state  that  the  meetings  of  Vice-Guardians  in  other  Unions 
are  adjourned  from  day  to  day,  or  are  held  on  more  days  than  one  in  each 
week,  according  to  the  business  required  to  be  transacted,  and  as  any  case  of 
emergency  may  arise. 

The  Commissioners  are  convinced  that  the  affairs  of  the  Kenmare  Union 
require  the  unremitting  attention  of  the  Vice-Guardians ; and  paid  officers  have 
been  appointed,  with  the  expectation  that  they  will  devote  to  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  whatever  portion  of  their  time  may  be  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
bring  the  affairs  of  the  Union  into  a satisfactory  condition. 


Kenmare  Union. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  should,  under  existing  circumstances,  devote  every  day 
to  Union  affairs,  and  being  responsible  for  the  state  of  the  workhouse  and 
accounts,  should  frequently  inspect  both. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  -.-^-February  2 7,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  past  week  : 

Nothing  of  any  importance  has  occurred  in  the  state  of  the  Union  during  the 
past  week.  The  numbers  in  the  workhouse  on  the  25th  instant  were  696 ; the 
sick  have  increased  to  178  cases ; fever  has  declined,  but  dysentery  has  become 
very  prevalent ; supplies  are  ordered  for  the  house  on  the  receipt  of  which  a 
new  dietary  will  be  established.  I have  daily  inspected  the  workhouse,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  filthy  habits  of  the  people  I found  it  necessary  to  give  two 
written  orders  to  the  master  in  order  to  stop  the  disgusting  practice, — they  had 
the  desired  effect ; the  Vice-Guardians  considered  it  was  an  infringement  of 
the  workhouse  regulations, — copies  of  these  orders  I have  already  transmitted 
to  the  Commissioners.  On  Saturday  next  it  is  intended  to  elect  a new  master 
with  an  assistant. 

The  out-door  relief  lists  increase,  but  the  destitution  has  considerably  dimi- 
nished ; in  this  respect  a vast  improvement  in  the  country  is  manifest.  The 
cost  for  the  out-door  relief  is  upwards  of  200/.  weekly,  although  a reduction 
of  more  than  30/.  has  been  made  by  the  attendance  of  destitute  children  at 
schools. 

The  amount  of  rate  collected  since  my  arrival  in  the  Union  is  2,301/.  leaving 
about  1,200/.  uncollected. 

Drainage  works  are  in  operation  on  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne’s  property  ; 
and  I trust  they  will  soon  be  commenced  on  Mr.  Bland’s  estate.  The  school 
relief  being  also  of  such  valuable  assistance  it  has  carried  the  Union  through  the 
worst  crisis  without  relieving  the  able-bodied. 

A relieving  officer  has  been  elected  for  the  eastern  district  of  the  division  of 
Tuosist  at  a salary  of  30/.  per  annum,  making  the  western  and  more  populous 
one  40/.  1 1 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  not  called  for  the  resignation  of  the  relieving 
officer  of  Bourdoneen,  as  they  wish  to  give  him  a further  trial,  from  his  re- 
spectability and  good  character. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  27,  1848. 

I have  to  report  that  the  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  destitute  poor 
under  the  three  following  heads  are,  viz. : — 

First. — For  relief  in  the  workhouse,  60 Z. 

Second.— Relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under 
the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  180/. 

Third.— Relief  to  able-bodied  persons  entitled  to  relief  under  the  2nd  section 
of  that  Act,  30/. 

Those  relieved  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act  are  so  few  compared  to  the 
number  under  the  1st  section,  that  I recommend  that  the  Commissioners  will 
be  pleased  to  take  into  their  consideration  the  circumstances  of  this  Union,  and 
afford  some  assistance  to  the  support  of  the  destitute  under  the  1st  section  of 
tbe  Irish  r nor  Rplipf  Pvf-pnolrm  A nt 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  2,  1848. 

. . . ''J,  c?m™issioners  have  made  application  for  an  advance  of  20W.  to 
assist  m defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Union.  ' 
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Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  4,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  your  directions  contained  in  letter  of  the  23rd  ultimo, 
I have  to  report  that  the  estimates  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  this  Union 
are  as  follow  : — 


First. — Relief  in  the  workhouse,  weekly  sum  . . . £60 

Second. — Relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  persons  entitled  to 
such  relief,  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Extension  Act,  weekly  sum  . . . . . .150 

Third. — Relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  that  Act,  weekly 

sum 30 


Reply  to  the  foregoing ; — March  7,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the 
British  Association  for  a further  advance  of  200/.,  to  assist  the  Vice-Guardians  in 
providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  5,  1848. 

On  the  1st  instant  I proceeded  to  Kilgarvan  with  Mr.  Barnwall,  when  a 
public  meeting  of  rate-payers  was  held  to  scrutinize  the  out-door  relief  lists.  A 
numerous  assemblage  of  rate-payers  were  present,  every  name  was  investigated ; the 
rate-payers  were  greatly  satisfied  at  the  opportunity  afforded  of  scrutinizing  their 
own  lists,  and  it  gives  them  an  insight  into  the  operation  of  the  Poor  Law.  On 
these  occasions  I always  avail  myself  of  the  power  conferred  upon  me  by  the  19th 
sec.  of  the  90  cap..  Acts  10  and  1 1 Viet.,  to  obtain  evidence  on  oath  when  requisite ; 
it  is  of  great  service. 

I have  frequently  inspected  the  workhouse ; taking  into  consideration  the 
constant  change  of  inmates,  and  the  deficiency  of  clothing,  it  is  in  as  good  order 
as  circumstances  will  admit  of,  considering  the  filthy  habits  of  persons  newly 
admitted. 

In  consequence  of  the  frequent  discharges  from  the  house  we  have  been 
enabled  to  continue  the  application  of  the  workhouse  test  (the  most  effectual  proof 
of  destitution).  Hardly  more  than  one-half  accept  the  offer  of  the  workhouse, 
who  probably  quit  it  again  in  a few  days ; they  resort  to  all  sorts  of  schemes  to  be 
put  on  the  out-door  relief  lists. 

Works  under  the  Landed  Improvement  Act  are  in  operation  on  Lord  Lans- 
downe’s  estate,  which  give  employment  in  the  divisions  of  Tuosist,  B unawn,  and 
Kenmare.  Mr.  John  Hickson  has  a grant  also,  which  will  give  employment  in 
Templenoe. 

The  amount  of  rate  uncollected  is  now  about  1000/.,  and  the  liabilities  are 
about  1800/.  It  is  now  therefore  necessary  that  the  Commissioners  should  expi-ess 
their  views  relative  to  striking  a new  rate. 

The  numbers  of  workhouse  inmates  do  not  alter;  yesterday  was  the  day 
appointed  to  elect  a new  master,  but  no  eligible  candidate  presented  himself.  Dr. 
Maybury,  the  new  medical  officer,  has  entered  upon  his  duties. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  :»*-March  11,  1848. 
Herewith  I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  estimates  required 
for  the  weekly  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  this  Union  : — 

£.  s.  d. 

First. — Relief  in  the  workhouse  . . . . 65  10  0 

Second. — Relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  persons 
entitled  to  such  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  . . . 120  0 0 

Third. — Relief  to  persons  entitled  to  relief  under  the 

2nd  section  of  that  Act  . . . . . 45  0 0 


Kenmare  Union. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  14,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the 
British  Association  for  a further  advance  of  150/.  worth  of  provisions  for  the 
purpose  proposed. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  12,  1848. 

Herewith  I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the  past  week. 

Mr  S Barry  the  new  Vice-Guardian  appointed  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Robinson, 
arrived  on  the  7th  instant.  He  has  entered  upon  his  duties  with  assiduity,  and 
from  his  experience  and  ability  I anticipate  that  the  Union  will  derive  great 
benefit:  he  has  entered  into  a thorough  investigation  of  the  books  and  accounts  ot 
the  Union,  so  as  to  make  a thorough  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  Union. 

On  the  7th  instant  I accompanied  Mr.  Barnewall  to  the  western  district  ot 
Tuosist  and  held  a public  meeting  of  the  ratepayers,  when  a thorough  scrutiny 
was  entered  into  of  every  person  on  the  relieving  officers’  out-door  reliei  list ; and 
I am  glad  to  report  that  the  list  was  in  every  way  satisfactory,  though  in  a very 
distressed  and  wild  district.  The  ratepayers  appear  to  be  keenly  alive  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Poor  Law,  and  manifested  the  greatest  interest  m everything  relative 
to  its  administration  ; in  many  cases  it  has  been  necessary  to  check  them  in  exer- 
cising undue  severity  on  the  applicants  for  relief. 

This  week  I have  devoted  much  time  with  the  Vice-Guardians  at  the  workhouse, 
with  a view  to  adopting  a better  system  in  the  management  of  every  department 
connected  with  the  establishment.  A new  master,  with  an  assistant,  have  been 
appointed,  who  promise  to  do  well;  and  as  soon  as  the  clothing  and  supplies 
arrive,  I hope  for  a great  improvement. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  sick  in  the  house,  more  accommodation  for  the  con- 
valescent patients  is  required  so  as  to  keep  the  fever  hospital  available  for  the 
worst  fever  cases.  The  only  part  of  the  premises  which  can  lie  immediately 
appropriated  for  this  purpose,  and  at  a moderate  cost,  is  by  enclosing  the  vacant 
space  under  the  shed  in  the  rear  of  the  men’s  yard,  which  can  he  made  to  receive 
about  30  patients. 

At  the  Board  meeting  on  Friday  the  collectors  attended,  when  a minute  exami- 
nation of  their  hooks  was  made,  and  instructions  given  to  obtain  the  rate  due  from 
defaulters  ; about  1000/.  now  remains  uncollected,  out  of  which,  probably,  300/. 
or  400/.  will  have  to  be  carried  on  as  arrears  to  the  next  rate.  Directions  are 
given  to  the  collectors  to  use  all  diligence  in  collecting  the  remainder  of  the  out- 
standing rate,  so  as  to  close  their  books  about  the  end  of  the  month. 

The  subject  of  striking  a new  rate  now  requires  immediate  attention.  It 
becomes  necessary  to  take  into  calculation  the  circumstances  of  the  district,  as  to 
the  present  chances  of  collecting  a rate,  and  the  period  when  the  distressed  rate- 
payers will  be  in  a position  to  contribute  their  portion,  which  will,  of  course,  be 
at  harvest  time.  A great  proportion  of  the  rate  is  paid  by  small  farmers  and 
occupiers,  owing  to  the  extensive  sub-division  of  land.  Grazing  has  always  been 
the  principal  source  of  profit  to  the  farmers  in  this  Union  by  the  produce  of 
butter ; the  general  feeling  is  that  a pressure  on  this  class  just  now  would  lead  to 
their  entire  ruin.  The  proportion  of  a heavy  rate  from  the  immediate  lessors 
would  probably  maintain  the  workhouse  up  to  harvest  time,  when  the  small  occu- 
piers could  he  pressed  for  their  payment  of  the  rate. 

The  Commissioners’  sealed  order,  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied, 
ceases  on  the  21st  instant;  it  has  not  been  acted  on,  in  consequence  of  the  work- 
house  test  having  been  available.  It  will  be  necessary  for  the  Commissioners  to 
renew  their  sealed  order  of  the  15tli  December  last,  authorizing  relief  to  certain 
destitute  classes  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

There  are  now  4500  destitute  children  fed  at  the  schools  from  the  funds  of  the 
British  Association.  The  advances  received  from  that  society  to  the  Union  have 
been  appropriated  to  the  out-door  relief. 

Mr.  Barry  is  preparing  a report  of  the  state  of  the  Union.  I feel  confident 
that  the  Vice-Guardians  will  now  afford  me  every  co-operation  in  carrying  out 
the  views  of  the  Commissioners  in  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  15,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  sanction  of  the  vacant  space  under  the 
shed  in  the  men’s  yard  being  enclosed,  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  con- 
valescents from  fever. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  on  the  striking  of  a new  rate,  I am  directed 
to  state  that  the  Commissioners  presume  that  the  books  for  a new  rate  are  in  pro- 
gress of  completion.  1 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — March  17,  1848. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  this  day  made  a report,  wherein  they  represent 
the  necessity  of  continuing  relief  to  certain  destitute  classes  under  the  2nd  section 
ol  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  in  which  opinion  I concur,  in  consequence 
ol  the  numerous  applicants  for  relief  this  day. 

In  consequence  of  the  extent  of  sickness  throughout  this  Union,  the  probability 
ol  a further  increase,  and  the  want  of  provision  for  affording  any  hospital  accom- 
modation, it  is  indispensable  that  immediate  steps  should  be  taken  for  providing 
temporary  local  fever  hospitals  in  several  parts  of  the  Union. 

There  is  scarcely  a family  which  applies  to  the  workhouse  for  admission  with- 
out some  of  its  members  beiug  in  a state  of  fever.  From  the  evidence  of  the 
relieving  officers,  and  the  opportunities  I possess  in  knowing  the  circumstances 
ol  the  people  in  my  frequent  visits  to  the  schools,  it  is  necessary  to  provide  fever 
sheds,  the  only  provision  in  the  Union  being  the  workhouse  hospital,  which  is 
always  full.  r 

I recommend  that  an  hospital  be  established  at  Sneem,  one  in  Kenmare,  one  in 
the  centre  of  Tuosist,  and  one  at  Kilgarvan  ; it  would  be  of  the  greatest  benefit 
to  the  population,  and  a relief  on  the  pressure  to  the  workhouse.  I beo-  to  be 
favoured  with  instructions  for  my  guidance  on  this  subject. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  22,  1848. 

I AM  to  inform  you  that  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Health  has  been 
drawn  to  the  subject. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  18,  1848. 

Herewith  I beg  to  submit  the  estimates  for  the  weekly  sums  which  are 
required  for  the  support  of  the  destitute  poor  in  this  Union  as  follows  :— 

■n-  _ £■  s.  d. 

, First.  Relief  in  the  workhouse  . . . . 69  9 7 

Second.  Relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  persons 
entitled  to  such  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  . . . 100  0 0 

Thirdly.  Relief  to  able-bodied  persons  entitled  to 
relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  that  Act  . . 53  17  6 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  '-.—March  22,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  for  150/. 
worth  of  provisions  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the 
Kenmare  Union,  to  assist  them  in  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute 
poor  depending  on  them. 


2 X 


Kenmare  Union. 
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Kenmare  Union. 

— Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — March  19,  1848. 

Herewith  I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  weekly  report. 

I have  been  daily  engaged  with  the  Vice-Guardians  upon  business  relating  to 
the  affairs  of  the  Union.  The  very  able  report  which  has  been  prepared  by  Mr. 
Barry,  and  submitted  to  the  Commissioners,  will,  I am  satisfied,  give  such  a clear 
insight  to  the  position  of  the  Union,  that  I feel  it  unnecessary  on  my  part  to  state 
anything  further  connected  with  the  subjects  in  that  report. 

Mr.  Crawford  arrived  here  on  Friday ; the  following  day  he  inspected  the  work- 
house  with  me,  and  is  of  my  opinion  in  stating  that  the  house  is  as  clean  as  circum- 
stances will  admit  of,  considering  the  want  of  clothing  and  the  succession  ol 
inmates  who  are  daily  going  in  and  out  of  the  house. 

We  are  still  inconvenienced  for  the  want  of  a master ; the  one  recommended 
by  the  Guardians  having  been  disapproved  of,  immediate  steps  will  be  taken  to 
elect  another. 

I regret  to  report  the  death  of  Mr.  Kelly,  rate-collector  for  Bourdoneen  and 
Ballybog,  as  he  had  the  greatest  portion  of  the  uncollected  rate  to  obtain.  We 
shall  suffer  delay  in  closing  his  hooks  previous  to  striking  a new  rate. 

The  number  of  inmates  in  the  workhouse  has  increased  to  842.  On  Friday  I 
was  sorry  to  see  a greater  number  of  applicants  for  admission  than  have  attended 
for  several  weeks;  they  were  of  the  most  miserable  class,  upwards  of  200  in 
number. 

I have  already  reported  on  the  necessity  of  providing  temporary  district  hospital 
accommodation  in  some  of  the  electoral  divisions  : it  would  be  a great  relief  on 
the  pressure  into  the  workhouse,  and  save  a great  journey  to  many  poor  creatures, 
for  scarcely  a family  appears  for  admission  to  the  workhouse  without  some  members 
of  it  being  in  sickness,  who  bring  in  contagion.  There  is  not  accommodation  in 
the  infirmary  and  hospital  for  all  the  fever  cases,  and  as  a permanent  improvement 
I suggest  the  enlarging  the  infirmary. 

I accompanied  Mr.  Barry  to  Sneem  on  Thursday  last.  We  fixed  upon  a build- 
ing which  can  be  made  available  for  a temporary  hospital.  In  that  village  there 
should  be  a permanent  establishment,  in  which  opinion  all  the  local  authorities 
agree  with  me. 

Drainage  works  are  in  operation  on  the  Marquess  of  Lausdowne’s  estate.  The 
people  show  great  reluctance  to  work,  although  a sufficient  price  is  given  for 
labour.  The  continuance  of  wet  weather  has  retarded  agricultural  labour,  though 
it  is  surprising  the  large  quantity  of  potatoes  already  sown,  and  the  exertions 
making  to  plant  them. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  23,  184S. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners’  architect  has 
been  drawn  to  the  proposed  enlargement  of  the  workhouse  infirmary. 

The  Commissioners  have  communicated  with  the  Board  of  Health  as  regards 
the  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  at  Sneem. 


Captain  Ommaney  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  25,  1848. 

Herewith  I have  the  honour  to  submit  an  estimate  of  the  weekly  sum 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  this  Union  under  the  following 
heads : — & 


1st.  Relief  in.  the  workhouse  . , . , 68  10  9 

2nd.  Relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  persons  entitled 
to  such  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  . . . . Ill  6 3 

3rd.  Relief  to  certain _ destitute,  classes  under  the 
2nd  section  of  that  Act 40  0 0 
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As  there  is  a balance  remaining  in  hand  from  former  advances  received  from 
the  British  Association,  a further  advance  for  the  ensuing  week  will  not  be 
required. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  26,  1848. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  held  on  Friday,  out  of  134  persons 
who  received  permission  to  be  received  into  the  workhouse,  before  dark  no  less  than 
68  of  them  went  off  without  availing  themselves  of  the  privilege,  most  of  them  in 
miserable  circumstances,  who  had  perhaps  come  a distance  of  15  or  20  miles.  This 
is  generally  the  case  on  days  of  application.  Out-door  relief  is  what  they  all  strive 
to  obtain,  and  most  of  those  who  come  in  set  out  again  in  a few  days.  Such  a 
system  entails  great  trouble  on  the  officers  of  the  establishment.  Thee  were 
yesterday  907  receiving  in-door  relief. 

I have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  relief  officers,  who 
are  all  conversant  with  the  circumstances  of  the  poor.  The  number  receiving 
out-door  relief  is  5126. 

This  week  most  of  the  able-bodied  inmates  employed  at  work  received  clothing ; 
and  having  obtained  a supply  of  implements  from  the  officer  of  the  Board  of 
Works,  they  have  been  kept  up  to  their  work  under  the  vigilance  of  a new  assistant 
master,  and  the  close  supervision  of  Mr.  Barry,  in  subsoiling  the  ground  attached 
to  the  house,  preparatory  to  planting  vegetables.  The  ground  being  of  a very 
strong  nature,  the  labour  is  heavy. 

Clothes  are  being  made ; supplies  of  provisions  for  the  house  have  been  received 
from  the  contractors ; the  women  will  soon  be  set  to  work,  spinning  wool ; the 
Vice-Guardians  intend  to  carry  out  the  principle  of  reproductive  labour,  with 
a view  to  render  the  establishment  dependent  on  its  own  resources,  as  far  as 
practicable. 

Mr.  Barry  has  a plan  in  contemplation  to  manage  a model  farm,  for  which  he 
has  applied  to  Lord  Lansdowne  to  obtain  a desirable  piece  of  land  in  front  of  the 
workhouse,  containing  about  six  acres.  By  an  improved  system  of  agriculture  he 
proposes  to  maintain  the  house  with  vegetables,  milk,  &c.  If  he  succeeds,  the 
example  will  prove  a public  benefit  to  this  Union,  where  there  is  so  extensive  a 
field  open  for  developing  the  produce  of  the  soil. 

From  the  assistance  of  the  British  Association.  I am  administering  relief  to 
4800  children.  The  numbers  in  the  respective  electoral  divisions  are  as  fol- 


lows : — 

Kenmare  . . . .740 

Tuosist  . , . . 1480 

Templenoe  ....  700 

Bunavvn  ....  390 

Kilgarvan  . . ..  . 340 

Bourdoneen ....  600 

Bally  bog.  ....  580 


This  number  is  to  be  reduced  to  4200,  at  the  desire  of  Count  Strzelecki,  which 
was  the  number  returned  for  the  week  ending  4th  March. 

I have  received  from  Count  Strzelecki  a supply  of  clothing  for  1200  boys. 
On  Friday  a considerable  portion  of  the  most  destitute  were  selected  from  the 
schools  and  put  into  their  new  clothes.  On  being  removed  from  their  tatters 
they  looked  healthy  and  strong,  and  in  such  high  spirits  on  the  occasion,  they 
kept  parading  the  town  in  great  exultation.  I have  not  witnessed  a more  gratifying 
sight  than  this  demonstration  of  the  success  of  this  charitable  mode  of  relief. 

The  balance  shown  yesterday  in  the  treasurer’s  book  was  3l6£  ; there  remains 
yet  uncollected  of  the  rate  855k  I apprehend  serious  embarrassment  For  want  of 
funds  before  another  rate  can  be  put  in  course  of  collection. 

Nothing  is  yet  doing  to  the  rate-books.  The  Vice-Guardians  are  awaiting  the 
opinion  of  the  Commissioners  in  reply  to  their  report  relative  to  the  amount  of 
rate  to  be  struck,  and  on  the  propriety  of  holding  public  meetings  of  the  rate- 
payers for  revising  any  changes*  required  in  the  rate-books. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne’s  agent  has  given  directions  to  suspend  all  the 
works  on  his  estate  now  in  operation  under  the  Landed  Improvement  Act,  as  he 
is  apprehensive  of  withdrawing  the  labour  from  tilling  the  land. 

In  this  town  a serious  inconvenience  is  felt  from  the  want  of  magistrates  to  prose- 


Kenmaro  Union. 
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cute  tile  authority  of  the  law;  Lor.l  Lansdowne’s  agent  is  the  only  one  on  the 
Siiot  • of  course  he  has  a large  amount  of  business,  and  is  frequently  called  away. 
This  week  a pauper  was  detected  in  selling  some  of  the  workhouse  property ; no 
magistrate  on  the  spot,  and  the  Guardians  have  no  power  to  inflict  the  penalty  ot 
the  law : an  example  in  all  sueli  cases  has  a salutary  effect.  I believe  that  no 
petty  sessions  have  been  held  here  for  two  months.  . . 

The  presence  of  the  clerk  and  two  of  the  collectors,  at  the  Tralee  assizes,  held  this 
week,  having  to  attend  some  cases  of  appeal,  will,  I fear,  prove  another  source  of 
delay  in  closing  the  present  rate-books.  _ . . , , 

A car o-o  of  Indian  meal  arrived  this  week  to  replenish  the  Commissariat  store; 
also  some  charitable  contributions  from  the  Society  of  Friends,  for  different 
localities  in  the  Union.  . . ,,r 

At  present  the  schoolmaster  is  discharging  the  duties  of  the  master.  W e are 
in  great  need  of  the  services  of  an  able  master. 


5 Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  30,  184S 

With  reference  to  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Barry  to  obtain  six  acres  of  ground 
in  front  of  the  workhouse  for  a model  farm,  I am  to  state  that  the  responsibility  ot 
taking  ground  for  workhouses  has  by  law  been  placed  on  the  Commissioners,  and 
they  do  not  think  it  expedient  to  hold  more  in  any  case  than  can  be  cultivated  by 
the  boys,  with  occasional  aid  from  able-bodied  classes  who  may  be  from  time  to 
time  in  the  workhouse. 

As  regards  the  appreheuded  embarrassment  from  want  of  funds  until  another 
rate  can  be  put  in  course  of  collection,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are 
very  desirous  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  putting  a new  rate  ill  course  of  col- 
lection. The  communications  of  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  subject  of  the  amount 
of  the  rate  and  the  revision  of  the  valuation,  have  been  answered. 

The  Commissioners  have  communicated  with  the  Government  as  regards  the 
want  of  magistrates  at  Kenmare. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners  :• — April  1,  1848. 

The  total  number  of  inmates  receiving  workhouse  accommodation  this  day 
was  900.  Out  of  153  applicants  for  admission  yesterday  67  were  admitted ; 62 
declined  the  offer  of  the  workhouse. 

Sickness  has  decreased  considerably,  having  but  99  cases.  This  week  there 
were  but  six  deaths. 

The  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  this  day  was  only  100Z. 
As  there  remains  a sufficient  amount  for  the  maintenance  of  out-door  relief  for 
next  week  out  of  the  advances  received  from  the  British  Relief  Association  I 
have  not  forwarded  the  usual  estimates  this  week. 

Nothing  has  been  done  this  week  towards  the  collection  of  rate,  in  consequence 
of  the  collectors  being  in  attendance  at  the  Tralee  Assizes.  A collector  was 
appointed  this  day  to  obtain  tbe  portion  of  rate  uncollected  in  Ballybog  and 
Bourdoneen  in  place  of  the  late  Mr.  Kelly.  The  selection  fell  on  Mr.  Bland, 
the  barony  cess  collector  for  Glenerough,  brother  of  James  Bland,  Esq.,  of 
Derroquin  Castle.  . 

The  Vice-Guardians  intend  proceeding  immediately  to  revise  the  rate-books; 
they  will  strike  a rate  on  each  division  as  the  rate-hooks  are  closed  and  revision 
completed.  I do  not  anticipate  that  another  rate  will  be  in  course  of  collection  in 
less  than  six  weeks. 

Four  candidates  presented  themselves  to-day  for  the  situation  of  master.  They 
were  all  inexperienced  and  incompetent  for  the  situation.  The  schoolmaster  lias 
been  directed  to  act  as  master  pro  term. 

My  attention  has  been  much  taken  up  with  the  schools,  and  in  the  direction  of 
the  issue  of  a large  grant  of  clothing  received  from  the  British  Relief  Association, 
which  has  been  a great  boon  to  the  poor  children. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing  '.—April  6,  1848.  Kenmare  Union. 

I AM  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  ' 
report  of  the  1st  instant  relating  to  the  Kenmare  Union,  in  which  you  state  that 
another  rate  will  not  be  in  course  of  collection  in  less  than  six  weeks ; and  I am 
to  inquire  whether  in  that  calculation  you  include  all  the  electoral  divisions. 

It  appears  to  the  Commissioners  that  the  rate  might  be  put  in  course  of  collection 
at  an  earlier  period  in  some  of  the  electoral  divisions. 

The  rate  and  collecting-books  may  be  prepared  simultaneously,  and  the  rate 
be  at  once  put  in . course  of  collection  when  the  revision  of  the  valuation  in  any 
electoral  division  is  completed. 


The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — April  4,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
30th  March,  1848,  stating,  with  reference  to  our  request  for  permission  to  apply 
to  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  for  a grant  of  20  acres  of  land,  that  the  responsi- 
bility of  taking  ground  for  workhouse  purposes  rested  on  the  Commissioners,  who 
do  not  think  it  expedient  to  hold  more  land  than  can  be  cultivated  by  the  boys 
with  occasional  aid  from  able-bodied  classes. 

In  reply  we  beg  -leave  to  explain  our  request,  and  briefly  to  explain  the  reasons 
which  induce  us  to  prefer  it  again  in  a modified  shape. 

We  requested  permission  to  apply  for  a free  grant  of  20  acres. 

We  now  pray  the  Commissioners  to  sanction  our  applying  for  a grant  of  11  or 
12  acres. 

The  land  originally  obtained  for  this  workhouse  contains  6 acres ; of  this 
space  the  original  buildings,  yards,  and  inner  passages,  as  will  appear  by  the 
ground  plan,  occupy  2 acres,  1 rood,  and  13  perches. 

The  fever  hospital,  with  passage  and  yard,  and  the  passage  to  the  road,  with 
the  unenclosed  front  yard,  cover  2 roods  and  17  perches,  making  a total  of  2 acres 
3 roods  and  30  perches ; deducting  this  from  the  6 acre  area,  leaves  us  but  3 acres 
and  10  perches  to  work,  say  9 acres  for  round  numbers,  short  of  the  12  acre  limit, 
as  defined  by  Mr.  Henn. 

In  addition  to  this  limit  3 acres  may  be  taken  for  a cemetery,  and  one  is  much 
wanted  here,  and  a portion  of  the  plot  we  conceive  obtainable  would  suit  such  a 
purpose  admirably. 

In  addition  to  our  anxiety  to  make  the  labour  of  the  inmates  to  some  extent 
available  for  their  own  maintenance,  the  peculiarly  unfortunate  position  of  this 
Union  impels  us  to  make  an  extraordinary  effort  to  render  the  future  managers  of 
the  workhouse  less  dependent  on  extraneous  aid  than  we  are. 

The  resources  of  this  place  are  so  limited  that  the  contractors  for  all  supplies  at 
present,  except  bread  (for  which  we  are  paying  nearly  20  per  cent,  over  the  value), 
reside  in  Cork,  Killarney,  and  Macroom. 

Fuel  we  have  been  buying  by  retail,  and  paying  for  by  petty  disbursements. 

Milk  we  are  still  obliged  to  purchase  daily  in  the  market,  and  though  it  may 
be  called  the  staple  produce  of  the  Union,  its  average  cost  for  the  last  12  months 
was  8 hd.  per  gallon.  . 

Vegetables  cannot  be  had  here  at  any  price. 

W e now  want  lime  for  whitewashing,  and  though  there  are  limestone  quarries 
within  200  yards  of  the  workhouse  we  have  had  to  wait  a month  for  it,  and  then 
send  a distance  of  over  seven  miles. 

So  little  grain  is  grown  in  the  district  there  is  but  one  mill,  and  that  has  only 
one  pair  of  stones,  in  the  Union,  though  water-power  may  be  had  to  an  incalcu- 
lable amount. 

Hitherto  potato  cultivation  was  the  only  agricultural  employment,  and  each 
householder  grew  his  own. 

A vast  number  of  the  small  occupiers  gave  up  possession  of  their  holdings  on 
receiving  relief,  and  as  no  owner  of  land  is  giving  out  score  ground  (the  term  for 
con-acre  here)  this  year,  no  one  dependent  on  this  system  can  grow  his  own 
supply  for  the  ensuing  season. 

The  certain  consequence  must  be  a continued  pressure  for  the  admission  of 

able-bodied  men  for  at  least  two  years  more. 

In  half  that  time  all  the  heavy  work  of  drainage  and  sub-soiling  will  have  been 
completed,  after  which  the  boys  and  a -few  men,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the 

2 Y 
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Kenmare  Union,  house  will  never  be  without  some  such  inmates,  would  work  the  limited  extent 
we  now  ask  for. 

The  fact  of  the  Union  being  the  poorest  in  Munster,  tested  by  the  proportion 
of  net  annual  value  to  population,  Kilrush  only  excepted,  weighed  materially 
with  us. 

In  our  next  communication  on  rating,  we  intend  to  submit  a few  proofs  of  the 
valuation  of  this  Union  being  higher  than  that  of  many  others. 

W e now  respectfully  pray  the  Commissioners  will,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  this  Union,  permit  us  to  apply  for  some  additional  land,  say  12  acres, 
imperial  measure,  which  will  barely  suffice  for  the  proper  industrial  training  of 
the  boys. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  7,  .1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  4th  instant,  containing  an  explanation  of  your  views  with 
regard  to  a grant  of  land  for  the  employment  of  the  boys  in  the  workhouse  of  the 
Kenmare  Union,  and  in  reference  thereto  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
concur  in  your  opinion,  that  the  ground  occupied  by  the  workhouse  buildings  may 
be  deducted  from  the  extent  of  the  present  site  in  computing  the  total  quantity 
which  may  be  held ; and  there  is  no  objection  to  the  proposed  application  to  the 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne  for  a grant  of  the  additional  quantity  which  the  law 
empowers  the  Commissioners  to  hold. 


Captain  Ommanney  to  the  Commissioners: — -April  9,  1848. 

1 regret  to  state  that  the  number  of  inmates  in  the  workhouse  continues 
to  iucrease  ; there  are  now  upwards  of  900  recipients  of  in-door  relief;  there  is 
also  an  augmentation  on  the  out-door  relief  lists ; the  condition  of  the  inmates  is 
much  improved  by  the  change  of  diet  and  supply  of  clothing.  The  Vice-Guardians 
have  been  devoting  their  attention  towards  rectifying  the  existing  evils,  and 
placing  the  establishment  on  a right  footing;  but  unfortunately  this  Union 
labours  under  greater  disadvantages,  or  as  great  as  any  in'Ireland,  in  consequence 
of  the  absence  of  local  resources ; even  in  one  instance,  for  want  of  the  essential 
article  of  linen  the  house  cannot  be  thoroughly  purified ; it  is  only  very  recently 
that  a supply  has  been  procured  at  seven  miles’  distance.  Any  articles  procured 
here  are  of  an  indifferent  quality  and  at  high  prices. 

There  is  nothing  so  much  required  in  the  establishment  as  an  oven,  by  which 
means  great  economy  would  be  effected.  If  there  are  any  means  by  which  a grant 
could  be  obtained  for  constructing  one,  I beg  the  Commissioners  would  give  the 
case  of  this  Union  a strong  recommendation,  as  the  impoverished  state  of  the 
Union  puts  it  out  of  our  power  to  do  more  than  support  the  destitute. 

As  yet  there  is  no  decrease  in  the  number  of  applicants  for  relief;  on  the  days 
of  admission  there  are  generally  more  than  200  in  attendance;  owing  to  the 
demoralized  state  of  the  people  the  strictest  scrutiny  into  each  case  is  requisite  to 
guard  against  imposition. 

The  sub-soiling  and  drainage  of  the  land  about  the  house  afford  a good  labour 
test  to  the  able-bodied,  though  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  obtain  a day’s  work  from 
them;  they  have  frequently  combined  against  work;  yesterday  an  example  was 
made  of  four  of  the  ringleaders  by  sending  them  off  to  Tralee  gaol. 

A revision  of  the  house  is  required ; the  Vice-Guardians  intend  having  it  carried 
into  effect  without  delay. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  almost  completed  their  arrangements  for  revising  the 
rate-books  previous  to  striking  a new  rate,  and  they  have  assured  me  they  will  put 
the  rate  in  course  of  collection  in  each  electoral  division  as  it  is  revised  ; they  will 
commence  in  Kilgarvan  on  the  17th  instant,  for  which  purpose  notice  has  been 
given  to  the  rate- payers.  In  my  report  of  the  1st  instant,  I calculated  that  in  all 
the  electoral  divisions  a new  rate  would  be  in  course  of  collection  in  six  weeks, 
but  I fear  now  the  period  will  be  extended. 

In  the  management  of  the  school-relief  I have  endeavoured  to  carry  out  the 
system  as  a source  of  relief  to  the  burden  of  the  out  door  relief,  but  there  have 
been  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  carrying  this  out  effectively ; from  the  pre- 
canous  way  in  which  the  teachers  are  supported  it  could  not  be  expected  that  a 
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class  of  people  would  be  employed  in  whom  confidence  could  be  placed.  In  one 
instance  the  remuneration  of  a teacher  for  200  children  was  to  be  placed  on  the 
out-door  relief  list.  With  the  exception  of  the  clergy,  the  rate-payers  have  shown 
the  greatest  indifference  to  the  system,  without  whose  co-operation  it  could  not 
be  efficiently  worked  out,  consequently  I have  been  at  a loss  for  responsible 
persons  to  see  that  the  children  taken  off  the  out-door  relief  are  constantly  sup- 
plied with  rations;  they  generally  prefer  getting  out-door  relief  to  attendance  at 
school. 

My  time  has  been  greatly  occupied  in  the  appropriation  of  the  clothing,  which 
has  required  me  to  visit  the  schools  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  Union. 

The  new  rate  collector  for  the  divisions  of  Ballybog  and  Bourdoneen  has 
received  his  warrants  for  levying  the  arrears  left  by  the  late  collector.  There 
still  remains  about  300/.  uncollected  in  these  two  divisions. 

The  balance  in  hands  of  the  treasurer  yesterday  was  only  140/.  The  pressing 
demands  of  creditors  and  current  expenses  will,  I fear,  embarrass  our  position 
before  any  sum  will  be  available  from  a new  rate. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — Ap'il  13,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  proposed  erection  of  an  oven  I am  to  state  that  the 
Commissioners  do  not  apprehend  that  an  application  for  a loan  or  grant  for  this 
purpose  would  be  successful. 

It  will  be  desirable  that  the  Vice- Guardians  should  contract  for  the  erection  of 
the  oven  required,  and  pay  for  it  out  of  the  rates  to  be  collected. 

As  regards  the  state  of  the  Union  finances  the  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that 
the  Vice-Guardians  will  do  everything  in  their  power  to  have  the  new  rate  put  in 
course  of  collection  in  each  of  the  electoral  divisions  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
and  they  trust  that  active  steps  in  this  respect  will  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  the  requisite  funds  for  providing  effectually  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in 
the  Union. 


2'Y  2 
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Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners: — February  8,  1848. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant, 
calling  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Commissioners’  order  of  the  15th 
ultimo,  authorizing  the  administration  of  out-door  relief  to  certain  classes  of 
paupers  in  the  Glenties  Union  will  expire  on  the  15tli  instant. 

I beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  Commissioners  to  extend  the  above  order 
for  one  month  longer,  to  enable  the  Guardians  to  provide  a house  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  male  children,  so  as  to  make  sufficient  room  in  the  workhouse 
for  the  able-bodied,  the  house  having  already  48  over  and  above  what  it  was 
originally  built  for ; and  the  pressure  for  out-door  relief  still  continues  to  a 
considerable  extent. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  12,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  directed  the  order  to  be 
renewed  as  you  suggest ; I am  however  to  state  that,  should  it  become  necessary 
to  extend  the  authority  given  by  the  order  for  a further  period  after  the 
expiration  of  the  period  named  in  the  order  now  directed  to  be  issued,  the 
Commissioners  propose  to  exclude  from  it  the  class  described  as  “ able-bodied 
men,  one  or  more  of  whose  families  dependent  on  them  for  support  are  affected 
by  severe  sickness  or  serious  accident.” 

The  Commissioners  request  therefore  that  if  you  contemplate  the  necessity  of 
any  further  renewal  of  the  order,  you  will  prepare  the  Guardians  to  receive  it 
in  the  limited  form  above  mentioned,  so  that  they  may  take  measures  to  prevent 
any  inconvenience  resulting  from  the  withdrawal  of  relief  to  this  class. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  12,  1848. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  held  yesterday,  six  resolutions 
were  passed,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  marked  No.  1. 

The  Mullaghderg  Relief  Committee  having  met  on  Thursday  the  10th 
instant,  when  the  subject  of  the  temporary  fever  hospital  at  Dungloe  was 
brought  forward,  and  rejected  by  them. 

The  resolution  of  the  Mullaghderg  Relief  Committee  was  yesterday  sub- 
mitted to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  when  out  of  13  members  who  were  present, 
nine  voted  against  having  anything  to  do  with  the  Dungloe  temporary  fever 
hospital. 

The  number  of  inmates  at  present  in  the  workhouse  amounts  to  600,  and 
those  receiving  out-door  relief  are  3220  ; I hope  in  the  course  of  next  week  to 
be  able  to  relieve  the  house  of  about  70  male  children,  when  a house  can  be 
procured  to  put  them  in  but  there  is  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  a vacant 
building  in  such  a miserable  village  as  this,  and  even  should  we  succeed  in 
getting  one,  they  are  generally  so  small  that  they  will  not  contain  more  than 
from  30  to  40.  The  number  of  children  receiving  gratuitous  relief  from  the 
British  Association  for  the  week  ending  this  day  are  about  3186,  which,  with 
those  on  the  rates  of  the  Union,  will  make  a grand  total  of  7006. 

I beg  here  to  report  the  conduct  of  Jack  Boyle,  relieving  officer  for  the  two 
electoral  divisions  of  Rutland  and  Mullaghderg,  and  I have  to  request  the 
Commissioners  will  be  pleased  to  have  this  man  dismissed,  as  this  is  the  third 
complaint  made  against  him  for  drunkenness ; the  Rev.  Mr.  O’Donnell,  P.P., 
having  complained  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  Friday  the  4th  instant,  when 
no  steps  were  taken  by  the  Board. 

The  accompanying  note  from  Francis  Forster,  Esq.,  J.P.,  and  marked  No.  2, 
I received  yesterday,  which  I beg  to  enclose  for  the  information  of  the  Com- 
missioners.—I brought  this  officer’s  conduct  before  the  Board  of  Guardians 
yesterday,  but  they  only  cautioned  him  to  be  more  careful  in  future.  I beg 
here  to  observe,  that  I do  not  think  this  man  at  all  qualified  to  fill  the  situa- 
tion of  relieving  officer,  or  to  have  charge  of  the  provisions  committed  to  his 
care. 

James  Hegarty,  the  relieving  officer  for  the  electoral  divisions  of  Malinbeg 
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and  Kilcar,  is  another  officer  -whom  I conceive  is  not  qualified  for  the  situation  • 
he  is  exceedingly  stupid,  and  there  lias  been  several  complaints  made  against 
him  by  the  rate-payers,  and  two  have  lately  been  sent  up  to  the  Commissioners 
by  the  Rev.  Henry  Carr  of  Malinbeg,  for  placing  able-bodied  men  on  the  out- 
door relief;  and  also  not  having  a supply  of  meal  at  his  store  on  the  days  for 
delivery,  which  has  caused  great  inconvenience  to  the  paupers. 

The  total  amount  that  the  collectors  have  as  yet  brought  in  is  846/.  Ss.  Gd., 
out  of  which  sum  Mr.  Charles  Gallagher  collected  5S1/.  18s.  3d,  and  Mr! 
Quigley  has  only  collected  264/.  8s.  Gd. ; both  collectors  are,  however,  at 
present  out,  and  I am  in  hopes  that  they  will  be  able  to  get  in  a good  deal  of 
the  rates  by  the  beginning  or  latter  end  of  next  week ; as  soon  as  they  make 
any  lodgment  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  I shall  make  a special  report  of  the 
same  to  the  Commissioners. 

I got  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  pass  a resolution  on  Friday  the  21st  of 
January  last,  appointing  the  last  Friday  in  each  month  for  issuing  cheques  to 
the  different  contractors  and  tradespeople ; but  on  Friday  the  4th  instant,  when 
I was  on  leave  of  absence  from  the  Commissioners,  and  in  direct  opposition  to 
their  own  resolution  of  the  21st  of  January  last,  they  issued  a check  for  200/. 
to  Mr.  M'Davitt,  one  of  the  contractors  for  meal,  and  uncle  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  father  to  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  although  others 
have  been  repeatedly  refused. 

This  practice  is  most  injurious  to  the  Union,  as  it  drives  those  who  would 
compete  for  contracts  from  doing  so,  when  they  see  such  favouritism  practised 
towards  those  who  are  connected  with  the  Board ; hence  it  is  that  the  credit  of 
the  Union  is  run  down,  by  driving  those  respectable  tradespeople  away,  who 
would  always  come. forward  to  contract  on  fair  and  reasonable  terms. 

Since  I have  arrived  in  this  Union,  I have  constantly  insisted  on  public 
advertisements  for  everything  that  has  been  required  for  the  use  of  the  house 
being  held  up  to  public  competition,  which  has  the  very  best  effect,  and  has 
completely  broken  down  that  system  of  monopoly  which  had  previously 
existed  to  a great  extent. 

Yesterday  being  the  day  for  receiving  tenders  for  supplying  the  out-door 
relief  with  meal,  Mr.  William  M ‘Neely,  of  Duncaneely’s,  proposal  for  sup- 
plying the  electoral  divisions  of  Malinbeg,  Kilcar,  and  Ivillybegs,  at  11/.  10a-. 
per  ton,  was  accepted  until  the  29th  of  September  next;  and  Daniel  M‘Davitt’s 
tenders  to  supply  the  electoral  divisions  of  Meenavally  and  Ardara,  at  11/.  9a-. 
per  ton,  was  accepted  until  the  29th  of  September  next ; also  Daniel  M‘Davitt’s 
tender  to  supply  the  electoral  divisions  of  Lettermacaward,  Dungloe,  Mullagh- 
derg,  and  Rutland,  at  11/.  l'5$.  per  ton,  was  accepted  until  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember next. 

These  I conceive  to  be  advantageous  contracts,  when  it  is  considered  the 
distance  the  contractors  have  to  cart  the  meal,  over  very  bad  roads ; and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  this'contract  has  been  obtained,  owing  to  my  impressing  on 
the  Board  of  Guardians  the  necessity  of  upholding  the  credit  of  the  Union,  by 
paying  up  all  their  oustanding  debts  ; so  that  the  merchants  are  now  beginning 
to  have  more  confidence,  and  to  see  that  they  have  a fair  chance  of  receiving 
their  money  when  there  is  any  cash  in  the  treasurer’s  hands. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  16,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  fear  the  number  stated  by  you  to 
be  in  the  workhouse  at  present  (being  600)  is  greater  than  is  consistent  with  a 
due  regard  to  health ; and  they  request  you  will  endeavour  to  prevent  further 
admissions,  and  to  have  steps  taken  for  removing  from  the  workhouse  any  of 
the  present  inmates  who  may  be  legally  relievable  outside. 

The  Commissioners  are  about  to  issue  an  order  limiting  the  number  to  be 
received  and  maintained  in  the  workhouse  to  500. 

As  regards  the  relieving  officers  Boyle  and  Hegarty,  whom  you  recommend 
for  dismissal,  I am  to  state  that  a copy  of  a letter  which  the  Commissioners 
have  addressed  to  the  Guardians  on  the  subject  will  be  transmitted  to  you  to- 
morrow. 

With  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  Guardians  in  drawing  a cheque  in- 
favour  of  Mr.  M'Davitt,  in  direct  opposition  to  their  • resolution  of  the- 2 1st 
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ultimo,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  very  much  regret  that  the  Board 
of  Guardians  should  have  violated  their  own  bye-law  in  favour  of  any  par- 
ticular individual  in  the  manner  stated  by  you  in  your  report ; still  as  the 
Guardians  had  the  legal  right  to  act  as  they  did,  and  as  the  Commissioners  do 
not  deem  themselves  at  liberty  to  impute  to  them  improper  motives,  the  Com- 
missioners do  not  propose  to  notice  the  subject  in  a communication  to  the 
Guardians. 

Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians: — February  10,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  a report  from  Captain  O’Neill,  forwarding  a com- 
plaint which  had  been  made  to  him  that,  on  application  being  made  to  Jack  Boyle,  the 
relieving  officer  at  Dungloe,  the  relieving  officer  was  found  to  be  so  drunk  as  to  be  incapable 
of  doing  anything;  and  it  was  stated  that  during  the  previous  two  days,  while  he  was  giving 
out  meal,  he  was  so  very  drunk  that  he  could  not  know  what  he  was  doing. 

Captain  O’Neill  states  that  this  is  the  third  complaint  that  has  been  made  against  the 
relieving  officer  for  drunkenness,  and  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  O’Donnell,  P.P.,  complained  to  the 
Board  on  the  subject  on  the  4th  instant. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  direct  that  an  order 
for  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Boyle  be  issued,  and  they  request  that  the  Guardians  will  be  so  good 
as  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the  appointment  of  a successor. 

The  Commissioners  take  this  opportunity  of  stating  that  they  have  received  complaints 
against  Mr.  James  Hegavty,  another  of  the  relieving  officers,  from  which  it  appears  that  it  has 
happened  on  more  than  one  occasion  that  on  the  day  for  distributing  meal  he  has,  owino-  to  his 
own  neglect,  been  unprovided  with  meal  to  distribute. 

Captain  O’Neill,  whose  observations  on  these  complaints  were  requested  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, has  expressed  an  opinion  that  Mr.  Hegarty  is  unfit  for  his  situation  ; and  the  Com- 
missioners think  that  the  neglect  to  obtain  the  requisite  supply  of  meal  at  the  proper  time  is  so 
serious,  and  might  have  been  productive  of  so  much  suffering  to  the  applicants  for  relief;  that 
in  tin's  case  also  they  deem  it  right  to  remove  the  relieving  officer,  and  to  request  the  Guardians 
to  be  so  good  as  to  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  a successor. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners  ^February  17,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  a memorial  from  Mr.  Peter  Carr  and 
John  Deary,  two  of  the  rate-payers  of  the  Killybegs  electoral  division,  which 
they  have  requested  of  me  to  do,  and  I beg  at  the  same  time  to  observe  that  a 
contract  has  been  entered  into  on  Friday  last,  the  11th  instant,  to  supply  out- 
door relief  to  that  division,  at  the  rate  of  11/.  10s.  per  ton  for  Indian  meal,  until 
the  29th  of  September  next,  which  is  considered  reasonable. 


To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

The  Petition  of  Peter  Carr  and  John  Deary,  Poor  Law  Guardians  of  the  Electoral  Division 
of  Killybegs  in  the  Glenties  Union, 

Humbly  showeth. 

That  a rate  of  3s.  per  pound  has  been  struck  on  said  division,  and  that  said  rate  is  almost 
collected  and  forwarded  to  the  Letterkenny  bank,  to  the  credit  of  said  division,  and  that 
petitioners  intend  to  expend  said  rate  under  the  directions  and  by  the  advice  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  to  their  starving  poor,  and  with  as  much  advantage  as  possible  to  their  hooi 
but  humble  rate-payers.  or 

That  said  rate  amounts  to  452/.  8s.,  and  that  they  have  expended  71/.  8s.  of  said  rate  on 
out-door  relief,  and  that  they  are  not  in  much  debt  in.  the  workhouse.  Petitioners  request  that 
the  Commissioners  will  allow  them  2o0/.  of  said  rate  to  buy  meal  at  market  price,  as  they  have 
no  contractor  as  yet  leaving  a sum  of 131/.  in  bank  for  the  expenses  of  the  workhouse.  Peti- 
tioners  say  riia  it  will  be  a saving  of  52/  12s.  6 d.  to  the  rate-payers  of  said  division,  and  they 
offer  G.  V.  Wilson,  Esq.,  agent  on  the  Murray  property,  and  the  Rev.  Wm.  Drummond,  P.P. 
Killybegs,  as  their  guarantee  that  said  sum  will  be  judiciously  managed 
Petitioners  forward  this  through  their  Union  Inspector,  Captain  O’Neill,  and  wait  with 
patience  tor  an  answer  from  the  Commissioners. 

And  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 


The  Commissioners  to  Messrs.  Carr. and  Deary  : — February  29,  1848. 

r,  . ..  Th*  Commissioners  h received  from  ^ T Inspector, 

Captam  O Nedl  your  communication,  in  which  you  request  to  be  allowed  a 
sum- of  250/.  out  of  the  rate  which  has  been  collected  in  the  electoral  division: 
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which  you  represent,  in  order  that  you  may  purchase  meal  at  the  market  price  Gloniies  Union. 

for  the  purpose  of  affording  out-door  relief  to  the  destitute  poor  in  your  

electoral  division. 

In  reference  thereto  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  they 
have  no  power  to  comply  with  your  request,  -inasmuch  .as  the  law  does  not 
authorize  the  expenditure  of  the  Union  funds  by  individual  Guardians  for 
particular  electoral  divisions.  The  whole  Board  of  Guardians,  as  a body,  is 
bound  to  provide  for  the  due  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  all  the  electoral 
divisions  of  the  Union,  and  the  Commissioners’  regulations  require  that 
supplies,  the  cost  price  of  which  may  reasonably  be  estimated  to  exceed  10/. 
per  month,  shall  be  purchased  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  upon  contract 
founded  on  public  tender. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  19,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  at  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  five  resolutions  were 
passed,  on  various  matters,  herewith  transmitted  and  marked  No.  1. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  have  come  to  a resolution  on  the  subject  of  a tem- 
porary fever  hospital  at  Dungloe,— to  summon  a full  meeting  of  the  Board  to 
attend  on  Friday,  the  3rd  of  March,  to  take  the  subject  into  full  consideration. 

I have  impressed  on  the  Guardians  the  absolute  necessity  of  hiring  a house 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  male  children,  and  I am  glad  now  to  be  able  to 
report  to  the  Commissioners  that  the  Guardians  have  rented  a tolerable  sized 
building  in  this  village,  which  will  contain  about  140,  and  is  now  being  fitted 
up  for  the  reception  of  the  male  children,  at  present  in  the  workhouse.  I expect 
that  this  house  mil  be  finished  by  Thursday  next,  when  I shall  cause  the  children 
to  be  at  once  removed  into  it.  By  this  arrangement  accommodation  for  about 
200  additional  able-bodied  paupers  will  be  made  available  in  the  workhouse, 
by  making  use  of  the  school-room  as  dormitories  to  sleep  in.  Should  the  Com- 
missioners object  to  this  arrangement,  may  I beg  of  them  to  let  me  know  before 
the  next  Board-day,  Friday,  the  25th  instant. 

The  numbers  in  the  workhouse  up  to  this  date  are  59 1,  and  those  receiving 
out-door  relief  amount  to  3,32 1 : total  receiving  relief  from  the  rates  of  the 
Union  3912.  There  are  also  about  4000  receiving  relief  from  the  funds  of  the 
British  Association,  which  will  make  a grand  total  of  7321  in  this  Union 
receiving  gratuitous  relief. 

Yesterday  being  the  day  appointed  to  receive  tenders  for  building  a perma- 
nent fever  hospital  near  the  workhouse  for  this  Union,  only  one  tender  was 
received,  offering  to  erect  the  hospital  for  710/.;  but  the  Guardians  came  to  a 
resolution  to  advertise  again  for  tenders  on  Friday,  the  3rd  of  March.  I should 
very  much  wish  that  this  hospital  could  be  got  up  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible, as  it  would  give  a great  deal  of  accommodation,  and  the  want  of  an  hos- 
pital to  the  workhouse  is  severely  felt  in  this  Union. 

Having  some  months  ago  reported  to  the  Commissioners  the  great  advantage 
that  the  poor  in  some  parts  of  this  Union  would  derive  from  the  burning  of  kelp, 
and  as  the  season  is  now  fast  approaching  when  such  a measure  could  be  carried 
out  with  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  able-bodied  poor  and  their  families,  I beg 
respectfully  to  draw  the  particular  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  this 
branch  of  industry,  which  I think  would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the 
poor  people  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Mullaghderg,  Dungloe,  and  Rutland, 
including  the  Island  of  Arranmore. 

Most  of  the  people  in  that  part  of  the  country  have  but  small  .patches  of 
land,  and  for  want  of  employment  they  are  every  day  giving  their  land  up  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  either  out  or  in-door  relief.  Y esterd  ay  there  were  upwards 
of  70  from  the  Rosses,  all  pressing  for  food,  and  most  of  them  appeared  to-be 
in  the  greatest  poverty  and  wretchedness ; they  are  all  willing  and  anxious  to 
work,  but  there  is  no  one  in  that  wild  district  to  give  them  employment,  or  at 
least  to  employ  the  one-tenth  of  them.  I would  again  respectfully  urge  on  the 
Commissioners  the  great  benefit  that  it  would  be  to  that  locality,  if  a loan  of 
400/.  or  500/.  would  be  granted  for  the  purpose  of  buying  up  all  the  help  that 
these  poor  people  would  burn,  and  by  sending  it  off  to  Glasgow,  in  small 
cargoes,  where  it  would  meet  with  a ready  sale.  This  would  be  the  means  of 
employing  all  the  men,  women,  and  children  along  the  whole  of  this  coast. 
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when  they  would  he  able  to  earn  a fair  remuneration  for  their  labour,  and  be 
the  means  of  taking  some  hundreds  off  the  rates  of  the  Union.  There  are  at 
this  moment  660  receiving  out-door  relief  from  those  three  electoral  divisions, 
together  with  254  in  the  workhouse ; and  every  day  is  adding  from  20  to  30  to 
the  number  of  applicants.  The  month  of  March  is  considered  a fine  month  for 
drying  the  weed.  In  short,  'when  the  weather  is  fine,  they  can  dry  the  weed, 
and  when  it  is  stormy,  so  that  they  cannot  venture  out  to  cut  and  boat  it  to  the 
shore,  they  burn  it. 

I beg  to  observe  that  when  I was  inspecting  officer  under  the  Temporary 
Relief  Act  in  this  Union,  last  summer,  Mr.  Forster,  of  Rosshine  Lodge,  Dungloe, 
supported  upwards  of  300  families  from  actual  starvation,  by  employing  them 
in  this  business ; but  his  capital  was  limited,  and  he  was,  therefore,  obliged  to 
abandon  it. 

I would  respectfully  but  earnestly  urge  on  the  Commissioners,  that  if  a loan 
of  400Z.  or  500Z.  would  be  granted,  I am  sure  that  very  little,  if  any,  loss  would 
be  sustained.  I beg  here  to  submit  Mr.  Forster’s  letter  to  me,  No.  2,  with  whom 
I have  been  in  correspondence  for*  some  time  on  this  subject.  1 have  also  con- 
sulted many  respectable  intelligent  people  from  that  part  of  the  country,  all  of 
whom  are  of  opinion  that  if  this  measure  was  properly  carried  out,  it  would  be 
of  the  greatest  benefit  to  those  poor  districts. 

Mr.  Charles  Gallagher  has  collected  since  the  22nd  January  last  851 Z.  18s.  3d., 
whereas  Mr.  James  Quigley,  who  has  been  a collector  now  some  years,  has  only 
collected  468/.  10s.  3d.,  making  a total  collected  since  the  22nd  of  January  last 
of  1320/.  8s.  6c/.  1 beg  to  observe  that  Mr.  Charles  Gallagher  has  exerted 
himself  far  beyond  my  expectation,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  James  Quigley 
has  done  very  little,  and  I fear  does  not  press  the  collection  with  that  firmness 
which  his  instruction  warrants  him  in  doing. 

I have  repeatedly  urged  him  on  this  point,  but  he  appears  to  disregard  any- 
thing that  is  said  to  him. 


Enclosure. 

Mr.  Forster  to  Captain  O’Neill  : — February  15,  1848. 

As  I do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  save  the  people  here,  unless  they  get  some  employ- 
ment, and  as  I believe  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  do  so  this  year,  I cannot 
resist  writing  to  you  on  the  subject,  in  hopes  you  may  be  able  to  do  something  for  them.  Of 
course,  you  are  well  aware  that  kelp  can  be  made  on  this  coast,  in  the  greatest  quantity,  and 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  country  and  people,  I can  safely  assure  you  it  is  the  only  remunerative 
labour  that  they  could  be  employed  at.  Last  year  I saw  that  numbers  could  be  kept  out  of  the 
workhouse  if  they  could  get  a price  for  their  kelp  that  would  pay  them  moderate  wages,  and 
induce  them  to  exert  themselves.  There  were  two  or  three  petty  dealers,  who  I evidently  saw 
were  taking  advantage  of  the  people,  and  who,  if  they  were  inclined  to  act  honestly,  had  not  the 
means  to  purchase  a large  quantity;  the  price  they  were  giving  was  from  18s.  to  20s.  per  ton 
and  even  at  that  low  price  they  generally  paid  them  only  a part,  and  in  many  instances  did  not 
pay  them  any  money  till  they  sent  the  kelp  to  Glasgow  and  sold  it.  As  I plainly  saw  the  very 
great  advantage  that  might  be  derived  by  the  people  if  the  kelp  manufacture  was  encouraged 
1 managed  to  get  a capital  of  200/.,  and  with  that  sum  only  commenced  to  purchase  the  kelp  all 
along  this  coast,  and  gave  21.  5s.  a ton  for  it;  and  though,  unfortunately  for  the  people,  it  was 
late  in  the  season  before  I thought  of  it,  or  commenced  to  purchase  it,  I paid  nearly  1000/.  for 
kelp  and  would  have  paid  more  than  double  that  sum  if  I had  commenced  to  purchase  as  soon 
as  the  people  could  have  made  it.  It  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  merely  paying  them  for  their 
labour,  as  the  sea-weed  costs  them  nothing,  and  the  quantity  on  this  coast  is  endless.  They 
have  large  boats,  made  for  and  only  fit  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  sea-weed;  the  men  cut  and 
put  it  on  shore,  and  the  women  and  children  spread,  dry,  and  lock  it,  as  you  would  hay  —so  that 
» jres  employmrat  to  every  member  of  the  family.  The  way  I managed,  was  by  sending  the 
kelp  off  to  Glasgow  m small  cargoes  ol  about  SO  tons,  where  it  was  immediately  sold,  anS  the 
money  returned  to  me,  by  which  means  I was  enabled  to  keep  several  hundred  families  cm- 
ployed  and  saved  them  from  destruction.  No  one  could  form  anyidea  of  the  good  that  maybe 
clone  thus  year  m the  same  way ; with  a few  hundred  pounds  you  may  pay  the  peoples/me 
thousands,  and  that  too,  most  likely,  without  the  loss  of  one  shilling.  I am  quite  coifident  there 
is  no  other  way  possible  to  give  them  relief  except  at  a loss.  If  they  are  not  employed  they  will 
be  forced  on  the  out-door  relief,— as  the  Glenties  workhouse,  nor  all  the  houses  in  the  village  of 
Glenties,  would  not  hold  them.  If  any  arrangement  could  be  made,  the  sooner  the  bette?,  as 
they  would  commence  to  make  kelp  next  month,  if  they  could  get  any  one  to  purchase  it  from 
them.  As  you  are  aware  that,  unfortunately,  I have  no  property  on  the  coast  where  I could 
emptoy  my  tenants  to  moke  kelp,  I can  have  no  interest  in  this  business  farther  than  for  the 
welfare  of  the  poor  people. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  26,  184S. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report,  dated  the  19th  instant,  relative  to  Glenties  Union,  and  with  reference  to 
that  part  of  it  in  which  you  urge  upon  the  Commissioners  the  advantages  which 
you  anticipate  would  result  from  a loan  of  500/.,  if  it  could  be  obtained  for  the 
purpose  of  buying  up  kelp  made  in  the  Island  of  Arranmore,  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  Union,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  having  on  a former  occasion 
given  the  subject  the  most  careful  consideration,  they  are  not  prepared  to 
recommend  a loan  as  you  propose,  inasmuch  as  (independently  of  other  con- 
siderations) the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  British  Association  are  limited  in 
amount,  and  must  be  strictly  economized  by  the  Commissioners,  and  it  appears 
to  the  Commissioners  essential  for  this  purpose  that  they  should  as  far  as  possible 
expended  in  the  direct  relief  of  destitution  rather  than  in  the  indirect  relief 
of  it,  by  providing  wages  for  labour. 

The  Commissioners  will  address  the  collector  Quigley  on  the  subject  of  the 
slow  progress  made  by  him  in  the  collection. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners  : — Feb'itary  26,  1848. 

, , — 1 have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners 

that  I laid  their  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  relative  to  raising  the  qualifi- 
cation of  the  Guardians  in  this  Union,  before  the  Board  at  their  meeting 
yesterday,  but  they  made  no  observation  on  it.  I have  been  told  that  this 
measure  has  given  great  satisfaction  throughout  the  whole  of  this  Union,  with 
the  exception  of  a fraction  of  those  whose  qualifications  were  at  51.,  and  I have 
not  the  least  doubt  but  the  raising  of  the  qualification  will  work  well,  as  it  has 
already  given  a stimulus  to  all  the  gentlemen  and  respectable  farmers 
throughout  the  whole  Union,  and  will  no  doubt  cause  a highly  respectable 
Board  to  be  formed. 

The  Guardians  have  appointed  two  relieving  officers  for  three  weeks,  as  a 
•temporary  measure,  for  the  divisions  of  Malinbeg,  and  Kilcar,  Rutland,  and 
Mullaghderg.  The  clerk  has  been  directed  to  advertise  for  two  relieving 
officers  for  the  above  electoral  divisions,  to  be  permanently  appointed  at  their 
meeting  on  Friday,  the  17th  of  March  next,  in  place  of  Jack  Boyle  and  James 
Hegarty,  dismissed  by  order  of  the  Commissioners. 

The  Guardians  have  also  directed  the  clerk  to  advertise  for  a matron  for  the 
workhouse,  on  the  17th  March,  in  place  of  Mrs.  Gallagher,  dismissed  by  order 
of  the  Commissioners. 

Yesterday  being  the  day  appointed  to  receive  tenders  for  stores  for  the  out- 
door relief,  the  following  stores  have  been  agreed  upon,  viz  : — 


Per  Annum. 


Killybegs  division,  Stragar  . . James  Cunnea’s  ...  6 0 

Ardara  division,  Ardara  town . . John  O’Donnell  ...  6 0 

Glenties  division,  Glenties  town  . Charles  Molloy  ...  3 6 
Naran  division,  Clogher  . . . John  Boyle  ....  3 7 
Lettermacaward  division,  Clogher  James  O’Donnell  ..40 
Dungloe  division,  Clogher  . . Manus  Ward  ....  2 18 

Rutland  division.  Acres  . . . Edward  O’Donnell  . . 2 18 

Kilcar  division,  town  of  Kilcar  . G.  V.  Wilson,  Esq.,  gratis 
Malinbeg  division,  Cashel  . . . Edward  Gillespie  . . 1 17 


d. 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 


£30  6 6 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  a sufficient  number  of  stores  have  been  taken,  at 
' -301.6s.  6d.  instead  of  paying  at  the  rate  of  84/.  a-year,  which  was  the  first 
arrangement  made  by  the  Guardians,  and  which  I had  frequently  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  Commissioners,  but  I am  glad  now  to  say  it  has  been  finally 
settled,  and  has  caused  a saving  of  53/.  13s.  6d.  to  the  Union. 

I have  much  satisfaction  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
•that  the  inmates  in  the  workhouse,  are  all  perfectly  healthy,  and  the  house 
.itself  in  excellent  order.  I have  most  of  the  able-bodied  men  employed  in  the 

2 Z 
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Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


350  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Glenties  Union. 


men's  yard,  levelling  and  improving  it,  and  the  remainder  are  working  in  the 
grounds  belonging  to  the  house. 

I should  feel  obliged  if  the  Commissioners  would  be  so  kind  as  to  apply  to 
the  Board  of  Works  for  the  following  tools,  which  are  in  store  in  this  town,  for 
the  use  of  the  workhouse twelve  clay  picks,  six  crowbars,  two  dozen  of 
planks,  twelve  wheelbarrows,  and  one  dozen  of  napping  hammers  for  breaking 
stones. 

The  numbers  in  the  workhouse  up  to  this  date  are  554,  making  a decrease 
of  37  since  last  week,  and  the  numbers  receiving  out-door  relief  from  the  rates 
of  the  Union,  are  3,570,  with  320  applicants  for  the  ensuing  week,  on  the 
relieving  officers’  books ; there  are  at  present  5,000  children  receiving  relief 
from  the  funds  of  the  British  Association,  which  will  make  a total  of  9, 124 
receiving  gratuitous  relief  in  this  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  2,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  will  apply  to  the  Board  of  Works  for  the  implements 
you  require. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners: — March  4,  1848. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  tenders  were 
received  for  the  building  of  a fever  hospital,  near  the  workhouse  of  this  Union, 
when  Mr.  Thomas  Diver,  of  Ardara,  obtained  the  contract  for  710/.,  which 
was  his  tender,  and  accepted. 

The  Guardians  are  of  opinion  that  two  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  house  will 
he  sufficient  for  the.  fever  ward;  and  I shall  write  this  day  to  Mr.  llussell, 
agent  to  the  Marquess  of  Conyngham,  to  communicate  direct  with  the  Com- 
missioners, relative  to  the  conveyance  that  Mr.  Russell  should  make  on  behalf 
of  the  Marquess  of  Conyngham.  A plan  of  the  ground  furnished  by  the  con- 
tractor is  herewith  enclosed. 


I beg  to  observe,  that  the  terms  proposed  by  Mr.  Russell,  as  set  forth  in  his 
letter  of  the  31st  of  January  last,  were  10s.  per  acre  for  25  years’  purchase  of 
the  ground. 

A letter  from  the  Commissioners,  dated  the  1st  of  March,  addressed  to.  the 
clerk  of  the  Union,  relative  to  the  temporary  fever  hospital  at  Dungloe,  was 
submitted  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  when  a paper  was  laid  before  them  by 
Francis  Foster,  esq.,  from  a report  made  by  Dr.  Brady  to  the  Governors  of  the 
Dungloe  and  Gweedore  dispensary,  which  I beg  here  to  transmit,  marked 
No.  1;  and  from  the  inquiry  which  I have  made  from  several  people  from 
that  locality,  it  does  not  appear  that  fever  is  more  prevalent  in  that  district  at 
present,  than  what  it  has  been  in  former  years. 

The  anxiety  and  wish  of  the  people  to  obtain  out-door  relief  have  caused 
reports  to  be  circulated,  that  fever  is  prevalent,  in  that  district,  but,  I should  say 
in  most  cases  without  foundation ; as  a proof  of  this,  yesterday,  upwards  of 
300  presented  themselves. at  the  workhouse  from  the  Rosses,  claiming  out-door 
relief,  alleging  that  they  had  given  up  their  land ; but  when  they  were  told  that 
they  would  be  taken  into  the  workhouse,  as  they  were  able-bodied  men  the 
universal  reply  was,  that  some  one,  two,  or  three  of  their  families  were  laid  up 
m fever  This  was  contradicted  by  one  of  the  Guardians  who  came  from  that 
part  of  the  country,  and  who  was  personally  acquainted  with  the  parties,  as  also 
Mr.  Foster,  an  ex-officio  Guardian.  Both  these  gentlemen  stated  that  the 
people  from  that  locality  have  recourse  to  this  stratagem  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  out-door  relief,  as  also  going  about  begging'  and  I should  say  that 
Dr.  Brady  s report  bears  them  out  in  their  statement,  as  Dr.  Brady  is  intimately 
acquainted  with  every  part  of  this  parish  of  Templecrone,  having  been  em- 
ployed m it  now  upwards  of  20  years.  The  Guardians  have,  therefore,  come 
to  a resolution  to  submit  the  subject  of  Dr.  Brady’s  letter  to  the  favourable 
consideration  of  the  Commissioners.  The  Guardians  are  at  the  same  time  most 
anxious  to  carry  out  all  the  instructions  which  they  from  time  to  time  may 
receive  from  the  Commissioners ; but  they  feel  under  the  present  circumstances, 
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when  representations  have  been  made  from  undoubted  authority,  that  fever 
does  not  exist  to  the  extent  that  has  been  reported  to  the  Board  of  Health  • I 
therefore  think  that  the  Guardians  would  not  be  justified  in  squandering  the 
funds  of  the  Union  upon  the  establishment  of  a fever  hospital,  which,  in  °tlieir 
opinion,  and  from  all  the  information  they  have  received,  is  not  necessary. 

It  gives  me  much  satisfaction  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  the  clean  and 
orderly  state  of  the  workhouse,  and  also  the  healthy ' appearance  of  all  the 
inmates.  The  number  in  the  infirmary  only  amounts  to  22,  and  no  case  of 
consequence  amongst  them,  nothing  but  the  ordinary  complaints  of  colds,  and 
other  common  diseases  from  old  age  and  infirmity. 

The  number  of  inmates  up  to  this  day  in  the  workhouse  is  515,  and  the 
number  receiving  out-door  relief  amounts  this  week  to  3840,  making  a total  on 
the  rates  of  the  Union  of  4355,  together  with  about  6000  children  receiving 
gratuitous  relief  from  the  funds  of  the  British  Association. 

I have  lately  travelled  through  some  parts  of  this  Union ; and  it  is  lamentable 
to  see  the  want  of  energy  amongst  the  farmers— not  a single  human  being  is  to 
be  seen  at  work  in  the  field ; all  are  listlessly  walking  about,  not  appearing  to 
care  whether  they  cultivate  their  land  or  not.  I have  not  seen  Mr.  Brady,  the 
practical  instructor,  for  this  last  six  weeks,  since  he  left  this  for  Killybegs.  As 
this  is  the  season  of  the  year  for  such  men  to  be  employed,  might  I request 
that  the  Commissioners  would  be  pleased  to  recommend  to  the  Royal  A°-ri- 
cultural  Improvement  Society  the  absolute  necessity  of  sending  a person,  such 
as  Mr.  Brady,  into  this  Union,  as  there  is  no  Union  in  Ireland  where  one  is 
more  wanted ; and  I have  been  informed  that  he  imparted  a vast  deal  of  useful 
information  to  the  people  when  he  was  here.  But  I understand  he  is  not  now 
in  the  Union ; I hope  he  has  not  been  withdrawn,  as  I think  his  presence,  or 
some  such  instructor,  is  much  required  at  this  season  of  the  year,  in  this  remote 
part  of  the  country. 


Enclosure. 

Mr.  Brady  to  the  Governors  of  the  Dungloe  and  Gweedore  Dispensary  : — 
February  4,  1848. 

My  attention  having  been  directed  to  the  state  of  health  of  this  district,  compared  with 
that  of  the  same  period  last  year,  I have  during  the  last  few  days  visited  every  townland  where 
fever  was  reported  to  exist,  and  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  I have  not  found  as  much 
disease  as  I anticipated,  with  the  exception  of  in  the  townland  of  Ranafasset;  and  I must 
confess  that  I do  not  think  there  are  (now)  many  more  cases  of  fever  than  there  have  been  at 
the  same  period  in  ordinary  years,  and  by  no  means  as  many,  or  of  as  bad  a character,  as  they 
were  this  time  last  year.  Influenza  has  been  very  prevalent,  and  in  many  cases  mistaken  for 
fever;  and  this,  no  doubt,  has  given  rise  to  the  report,  that  the  latter  disease  prevailed  to  an 
alarming  extent.  The  above  does  not  refer  to  the  islands,  as  the  weather  has  been  so  stormy 
of  late  I could  not  visit  them;  but  from  inquiries  I have  learned  that  fever  is  not  more  pre- 
valent than  on  the  mainland.  I fear,  however,  that  scarcity  will  in  a short  time  reduce  many 
of  the  poor  to  so  low  a state  that  disease  must  set  in  ; and  the  object  of  this  letter  is  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  fever  does  not  prevail  to  the  extent  reported,  and  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  those  of  influence  among  you,  doing  all  in  your  power  to  obtain  employment  for 
the  poor,  thereby  averting  evils  which  must  result  from  the  present  state  of  things.  You  are 
all  well  aware  that  disease  is  more  easily  prevented  than  cured. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  ‘.—March  10,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  forwarded  an  extract 
from  your  report  relative  to  the  Dungloe  temporary  fever  hospital,  to  the 
Central  Board  of  Health ; and  that  they  have  also  forwarded  an  extract 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  regards  agriculture  and  the  importance 
of  continuing  Mr.  Brady’s  instructions,  to  the  Royal  Agricultural  Improvement 
Society. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  O’Neill  : — March  8,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  call  your  attention  to  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  their  order  of  the  15th  ultimo,  authorizing  out-door  relief  to 
certain  classes  of  paupers  in  Glenties  Union,  will  expire  on  the  15th  instant, 
and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  to  the  Commissioners 

2 Z 2 


Glenties  Union. 
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as  to  the  necessity  of  renewing  it,  and  if  so,  for  wliat  period,  or  if  you  consider 
a modification  of  the  present  order  necessary,  especially  as  regards  the  third’ 
class  named  in  the  order. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners  in  reply  : — March.  11,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  communication,  I would,  under  existing  circumstances, 
recommend  that  the  Commissioners  will  have  the  goodness  to  extend  for 
another  month,  without  any  modification,  their  order  of  the  15tli  ultimo, 
authorizing  out-door  relief  to  certain  classes  of  paupers  in  Glenties  Union, 
inasmuch  as  the  labour  will  not  commence  sooner  in  this  backward  district. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners: — March  11,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  your  information,  that  I attended  at 
intervals  in  the  Board-room  of  the  workhouse  yesterday,  from  12  to  4 o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  but  could  not  form  a Board  from  the  non-attendance  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  Guardians. 

This  neglect  on  their  part  I need  scarcely  make  any  observation  on,  as  it  is 
attended  with  great  inconvenience,  from  the  number  of  paupers  applying  both 
for  admission  to  the  house  and  out-door  relief;  Mr.  O’Donnell,  the  chairman, 
and  myself,  provisionally  admitted  all  those  who  were  anxious  to  enter  the 
house,  amounting  to  21.  I must,  however,  say,  that  the  day  wras  very  stormy 
and  many  of  the  Guardians  have  from  14  to  20  miles  to  come. 

The  pressure  for  out-door  relief  still  continues,  particularly  from  Rutland, 
Mullaghderg,  and  Dungloe,  all  the  able-bodied  men  are  now  applying,  and 
when  they  are  offered  accommodation  in  the  workhouse,  the  universal  answer 
is,  “all  my  family  are  unwell,  and  cannot  be  removed,”  although  in  most  cases 
this  assertion  has  been  proved  to  be  false,  many  who  have  been  receiving  out- 
door relief  from  temporary  illness,  under  the  Commissioners’  sealed  orders  of 
the  15  th  January  last,  have  now  recovered,  are  most  clamorous  to  be  continued 
on  gratuitous  relief. 

On  one  or  two  occasions,  when  they  saw  the  relieving  officer  approaching 
their  cabins,  they  instantly  ran  in,  and  went  to  bed,  alleging  that  they  were 
very  ill.  The  natural  disposition  of  the  lower  orders  all  over  this  Union  is 
idleness.  They  would  prefer  half  the  quantity  of  food  without  labour,  to 
abundance,  and  be  obliged  to  work.  It  frequently  happens,  that  able-bodied 
men  present  themselves  before  the  Board  of  Guardians,  stating  that  they  have 
given  up  their  land  to  their  sons,  lads  about  15  or  16  years  of  age,  this  is  done 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  out-door  relief,  but  when  they  are  told  that  they 
must  come  into  the  workhouse,  they  reject  the  offer  with  scorn. 

This  system  of  giving  up  land  one  to  the  other  is  one  of  the  greatest  diffi- 
culties to  be  overcome.  The  people  appear  to  have  lost  all  shame,  and  have 
recourse  to  every  sort  of  artifice  to  obtain  food  sooner  than  work  for  it. 

Tire  numbers  in  the  house  up  to  this  day  are  498 ; the  inmates  are  all 
healthy,  only  21  in  the  infirmary;  the  numbers  receiving  out-door  relief 
amount  to  3700,  making  a total  on  the  rates  of  the  Union  of  4198,  with  about 
6400  children  receiving  relief  from  the  funds  of  the  British  Association  ; this 
will  make  a grand  total  of  10,598  receiving  gratuitous  relief  in  the  whole 
Union,  or  about  one-fourth  of  the  whole  population. 

. 1 ]l„ave  ul'Sed  the  collectors  the  absolute  necessity  of  collecting  the  rates 
in  as  fast  as  possible.  Mr.  Quigley  has  promised  to  do  so,  as  he  is  very  much 
m arrear  with  his  collection;  I have  given  him  another  week,  but  should  he 
not  exert  Inmself  to  make  a fair  collection  before  the  expiration  of  that  time, 

I shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  report  him  to  the  Commissioners.  I do  not  think 
"L153.  a Sood  collector ; he  has  had  his  books  now  in  his  possession  since  the 
1/th  December  last,  and  he  has  only  got  in  a little  more  than  400 A and  all  the 
small  rate-payers  have  been  paying  up  their  rents. 

I have  got  the  whole  of  the  able-bodied  men  daily  employed  in  levelling  the 
yards  of  the  workhouse,  which  were  in  very  bad  order,  and  also  improving  the 
grounds  belonging  to  the  house  which  were  a complete  bog ; the  greater  part 
of  which  I have  now  reclaimed,  and  in  a fit  state  to  be  laid  out  in  gardens. 
i here  is  a great  difficulty  m getting  employment  for  all  the  able-bodied  women. 
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they  are  so  extremely  ignorant,  but  few  of  them  can  sew,  and  the  Union  is  so 
poor,  that  the  Guardians  say  they  cannot  afford  to  buy  wheels  to  employ  them 
in  spinning  and  knitting,  which  is  the  only  sort  of  work  they  can  do. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners: — March  IS,  1848. 

I beg  to  draw  the  particular  attention  of  - the  Commissioners  to  the 
numbers  that  are  now  receiving  out-door  relief  in  this  Union,  which  amounts  to 
4537,  with  341  applicants  on  the  relieving  officers’  books  for  the  next  week.  I 
fear  if  this  increasing  pressure  continues  it  will  be  impossible  for  some  of  the 
electoral  divisions  to  be  able  to  meet  the  destitution.  I shall  take  two  of  the 
poorest  divisions  in  this  Union  as  an  example : in  the  Mullaghderg  division  there 
are  627  receiving  daily  relief,  at  a cost  of  17/.  2s.  a-week,  which  will  make  at  the 
rate  of  889/.  46-.  a-year,  whereas  the  whole  valuation  of  this  division  is  only 
331/.  10s.  The  Rutland  division  has  569  on  their  lists,  and  their  weekly  con- 
sumption amounts  to  17/.  4s.  4 %d.,  which  will  produce  895/.  7s.  6 d.  a~year,  when 
the  valuation  of  this  division  is  only  S30Z.  15s.  There  is  another  great  difficulty 
to  be  overcome  in  this  Union,  which  will  press  most  severely  on  the  rates,  that 
is,  all  those  who  have  small  farms  of  land,  from  two  to  eight  acres,  are  selling 
them,  the  head  of  the  family  taking  whatever  money  he  can  get  for  it,  deserting 
his  wife  and  children,  and  going  off  to  America,  leaving  his  family  quite  destitute, 
so  that  they  are  at  once  thrown  on  the  rates  of  the  Union. 

I have  proposed  to  the  Guardians  to  form  sub-committees  of  three  or  four 
Guardians  in  different  parts  of  this  Union,  where  the  distances  are  so  great  that 
it  is  with  difficulty  correct  information  can  be  obtained  at  the  Board-room,  from 
the  great  distance  the  people  have  to  come,  18  to  27  miles. 

Those  committees,  I should  propose,  would  scrutinize  the  relieving  officers’ 
books;  and  report  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  their  next  meeting,  after  closely 
examining  their  lists,  the  class  of  paupers  who  are  receiving  out-door  relief.  By 
this  means  those  Sub-Committees  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  obtain  correct 
information  from  the  ratepayers  on  the  spot  as  to  who  are  receiving  gratuitous 
relief. 

In  many  instances  it  is  most  difficult  to  get  the  desired  information  in  a Board- 
room,  from  the  fear  of  being  set  down  as  informers,  and  the  great  pressure  of 
business  that  is  generally  brought  before  the  Board ; it  frequently  happens  that 
they  are  obliged  to  sit  until  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

I have  repeatedly  brought  before  the  Board  of  Guardians  the  benefit  that  would 
accrue  to  the  Union  by  establishing  ovens  in  some  of  the  electoral  divisions  for 
the  purpose  of  baking  bread  to  supply  the  out-door  relief,  but  I have  always  been 
met  with  the  reply,  that  the  Union  was  so  poor  that  they  could  not  afford  to 
build  them.  I am  quite  satisfied  that  if  cooked  food  was  adopted  instead  of  raw 
meal  that  it  would  be  found. to  work  well  and  reduce  the  list  of  applicants  in  one 
fortnight  to  half  the  numbers.  As  soon  as  I get  the  new  Board  I shall  urge  on 
them  the  necessity  of  establishing  some  system  of  this  kind,  and  I shall  not  fail 
to-report  to  the  Commissioners  their  views  on  the  subject. 

It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  report  that  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  are 
all  healthy,  and  the  house  itself  is  in  good  order ; the  able-bodied  paupers  are 
constantly  kept  employed  on  the  grounds  and  yards  of  the  establishment.  The 
numbers  in  the  house  up  to  this  date  are  518,  and  those  receiving  out-door  relief' 
amount  to  4537,  making  a total  of  5055  on  the  rates  of  the  Union,  together 
with  6712  receiving  gratuitous  relief  from  the  funds  of  the  British  Association 
this  will  make  a grand  total  of  11,767  receiving  relief  in  the  whole  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  24,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  in  which  you  express  your  fear 
that,  if  the  pressure  for  relief  continues,  it  will  be  impossible  for  some  of  the 
electoral  divisions  to  meet  the  destitution,  and  you  advert  specially  to  the 
Mullaghderg  and  Rutland  divisions,  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  inform  the  Commissioners  what  sum  each  of  these  electoral  divisions  has 
to  its  credit,  what  is  the  amount  of  rate  collected  in  each  since  last  harvest, 
and  what  proportion  in  the  pound  does  such  sum  bear  to  the  Poor  Law- 
Valuation. 


Glenties  Union. 
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Your  suggestion  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  appoint  Sub-Committees  in 
different  parts  of  the  Union,  to  examine  the  relieving  officers’  books,  and  to  report 
to  the  Board  of  Guardians  thereon,  appears  to  be  fully  in  accordance  with  the  6tb 
section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act;  and  the  Commissioners  will  be 
prepared,  on  receiving  the  application  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  form  districts 
for  such  Committees  in  accordance  with  that  section. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners: — March  25,  1S48. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  I brought  forward  a 
complaint  which  I beg  leave  to  enclose,  marked  No.  1,  preferred  by  George 
Hamilton,  Esq.,  ex-officio  Guardian,  against  Mr.  John  O’Donnell,  chairman  of  the 
Board,  for  having  two  able-bodied  men  on  the  out-door  relief  whom  he  has  had 
working  on  his  farm  for  the  last  two  months.  On  my  asking  Mr.  O’Donnell  if 
such  was  the  case  he  at  once  admitted  the  fact,  but  stated  that  they  were  not 
earning  one  penny  per  diem,  as  they  were  working  at  task-work.  This  admission 
of  Mr.  O’Donnell’s  at  once  proves  that  the  provisions  which  they  were  receiving 
from  the  Union,  must  have  been  taken  into  account  as  part  payment  of  wages, 
which  he  no  doubt  has  taken  advantage  of,  and  got  those  men  placed  on  the  out-- 
door  relief  as  infirm,  for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  his  land  at  the  expense  of  the 
Union,  when  the  Commissioners’  sealed  orders  of  the  15th  December,  1847,  only 
sanctioned  a certain  class  of  “ poor  persons,  being  able-bodied  men,  one  or  more 
“ members  of  whose  families  dependent  on  them  for  support  are  affected  by  severe 
“ sickness  or  serious  accident.” 

I am  glad  to  report  that  there  is  a visible  change  for  the  better  in  the  healthy 
appearance  of  the  inmates ; the  house  is  in  a clean  and  orderly  state ; the  numbers 
at  present  in  it  are  508,  with  4649  receiving  out-door  relief,  making  an  increase 
since  last  week  of  102.  The  total  receiving  gratuitous  relief  from  the  rates  of  the 
Union  up  to  this  date  are  5157,  together  with  7187  children,  from  the  funds  of 
the  British  Association,  which  will  make  a grand  total  receiving  relief  in  the 
Union  of  12,344. 


No.  1. — Enclosure. 

Mr.  Hamilton  to  Captain  O’Neill  -.—March  22,  1848. 

I BEG  to  call  your  attention  to  Patrick  Tighe  and  Ned  M’Loou,  both  of  Lettorillv, 
wnom  l have  been  told  are  getting  out-door  relief  and  labouring  under  Mr.  O’Donnell  chair- 
man  of  the  Board  of  Guardians;  they  are  both  able-bodied  : and  also  others  in  tile  same 
division  who  hold  land  are  getting  relief  Now  I am  obliged  to  lay  this  before  yon  on  account 
ot  Mis.  Orr,  who  pays  enormous  rates  there.  J 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  31, 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  dated  the  25th  instant,  relative  to  GJenties  Union ; and  I am  to  inform  you 
that  the  Commissioners  have  forwarded  to  the  auditor  a copy  of  that  part  of  the 
report  which  relates  to  the  illegal  administration  of  relief  to  able-bodied  men  in 
the  employment  of  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  It  is  desirable  that 
you  should  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  the  names  of  these  men,  and  their 
numbers  on  the  out-door  relief  register,  so  that  the  auditor  when  auditing  the 
accounts  may  be  readily  able  to  identify  the  cases.  S 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  O'Neiu,  -.—March  24,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  copy 
of  an  extract  from  a constabulary  report  which  the  CommLioners  have  received 
relative  to  an  inquest  held  on  the  body  of  a man  (name  unknown)  who  was 
found  dead  on  Croaghamarget  mountain,  and  who  is  alleged  to  have  died  from 
the  effects  of  cold  and  hunger,  and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
make  inquiry,  and  report  to  the  Commissioners  on  this  case.  6 4 ‘ 
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County  of  Donegal. 
Glenties , March  17,  1848. 

A man  (name  unknown)  was  found  dead  on  Croaghamarget  mountain  in  the  Donegal 
Union. 

Copy  of  Verdict. 

That  deceased  died  in  the  parish  of.  Killymard  from  cold  and  hunger. 

Inspector- General,  John  Rod  den,  Sul- Inspector, 

frc.  Spc. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  27,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  I beg  to  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Commissioners,  that  I have  made  every  inquiry  in  my  power  into  the 
circumstances  referred  to,  namely,  “ that  a man  (name  unknown)  was  found  dead 
“ on  Croaghamarget  mountain,  and  who  is  alleged  to  have  died  from  the  effects 
“ of  cold  and  hunger .” 

I cannot  find  out  in  what  way  the  man  alluded  to  came  by  his  death,  as  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  evidence  was  produced  at  the  coroner’s  inquest  to  prove  that 
the  man  died  from  cold  or  hunger.  The  jury  found  their  verdict  on  a mere  suppo- 
sition, from  the  remote  situation  he  was  found  iu. 

Doctor  M ‘Garvey,  who  was  present  at  the  inquest,  examined  the  body,  and 
states  that  he  found  a great  deal  of  difficulty  to  find  out  whether  the  deceased  was 
a male  or  female  from  the  state  of  decomposition  which  the  -body  was  found  in. 

It  appears  that  the  head  and  one  of  the  limbs  were  severed  from  the  body 
when  .found ; but  the  doctor  states  that  there  were  no  marks  of  violence  per- 
ceptible. This,  in  all  probability,  occurred  from  the  wild  birds  or  animals  preying 
on  it,  as  it  appears  he  must  have  been  dead  at  least  a couple  of  months  .before  he 
was  found. 

It  was  also  conjectured  that  he  was  a stranger,  as  none  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  part  of  the  country  have  been  missing  from  their  homes  or  families.  I beg 
to  enclose  Mr.  Rodden’s  reply  to  my  letter,  who  was  present  at  the  coroner’s 
inquest. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Rodden  to  Captain  O’Neill: — March  26,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date  relative  to  an  inquest  held  in  this -town  on  17th 
instant  on  the  body  of  a man  found  dead  on  Croaghamarget  mountain  in  a far  advanced  state 
of  decomposition  on  the  9th  instant,  I have  to  state  that  no  proof  positive  appeared  as  to  who 
the  man  was,  or  how  he  came  by  his  death ; and  the  jury  returned  their  verdict  upon  suppo- 
sition, in  which  supposition  I agree.  Were  I one  of  that  jury  I would  not  have  given  a positive 
verdict  upon  evidence  given  upon  mere  supposition. 

It  is  my  opinion  the  man  went  a short  cut  across  the  mountain,  intending  to:  make  for 
Donegal,  or  this — that  he  took  shelter  under  a rock  from  storm — -that  he  got  weak  from 
fatigue,  cold,  or  hunger — that  he  lay  down,  and  was  not  able  to  rise,  and  there  died.  All  this 
might  happen  to  any  man  without  being  in  destitution,  as  in  my  opinion  there  is  a great 
difference  between  hunger  and  starvation. 


Captain  O’Neill  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  1,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  your  information,  that  at  a meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  yesterday  they  issued  cheques  for  1731.  14s.  to  different  trades- 
people, although  there  was  not  more  than  60 1.  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  and  they 
also  issued  several  blank  cheques  when  no  bills  were  sent  in  to  show  what  was  the 
amount  claimed. 

This  irregularity  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians  is  attended  with  great  incon- 
venience, and  at  the  same  time  lowers  the  credit  of  the  Union.  I have  therefore 
directed  the  clerk  not  to  countersign  any  of  them,  except  as  far  as  what  will 
exactly  cover  the  amount  of  cash  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  and  to  keep  the  others 
over  until  the  collectors  are  able  to  place  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  to 
meet  the  demand. 

I requested  of  the  Guardians  not  to  break  through  this  rule,  which  they  laid 
down  some  time  ago.  But  the  moment  that  I left  the  Board-room  last  night,  at 
nine  o’clock,  they  filled  up  seven  cheques,  and  directed  the  clerk  to  sign  them, 
which  he  refused,  as  I was  not  present. 


Glenties  Union. 
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Glenties  Union. 


I have  frequently  been  obliged  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  the  want  of  energy  in  Mr.  Quigley,  the  collector.  This  man  has  not, 
in  my  opinion,  exerted  himself  in  his  collection  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  alt  hough 
I have  frequently  urged  him  in  the  strongest  manner  to  do  so.  I have  often  com- 
plained to  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  subject,  but  they  never  took  any  steps  to 
stimulate  him  to  get  in  the  rates.  Some  short  time  ago  Mr.  Russell,  agent  to  the 
Marquess  of  Conyngham,  told  me  he  had  his  rate  ready  to  pay  him,  and  that  Mr. 
Quigley  had  promised  to  call  at  the  hotel  the  following  day  for  the  money  ; but  it 
appears  that  he  neglected  to  do  so.  Mr.  Russell  therefore  left  the  town  ; conse- 
quently the  rate  has  not  yet  been  paid.  I have  seen  Mr.  Russell  since,  and  he 
told  me  he  would  pay  up  all  the  rates  against  him  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
week. 

A man,  of  the  name  of  Peter  Mulloy,  of  Mully,  threatened  to  shoot  Connel 
Mullay,  the  relieving  officer  for  the  electoral  divisions  of  Glenties  and  Navan,  for 
removing  him  off  the  hooks  for  out-door  relief,  he  being  an  able-bodied  man.  He 
is  also  charged  with  stealing  a gun  from  Philip  Mullay ’s  house,  father  to  the 
relieving  officer.  The  police,  under  head  constable  M'Cue,  got  a search  warrant, 
and,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  March,  they  proceeded  to  the  house  of  Peter 
Mulloy,  when  they  succeeded  in  arresting  him,  and  found  a gun  heavily  loaded 
with  buck-shot,  which  the  prisoner  stated  to  be  his  own  property.  The  gun  which 
was  stolen  from  Philip  Mullay's  house  has  not  yet  been  found,  and  Mr.  James 
Hamilton,  a magistrate  for  this  county,  has  remanded  him  until  Monday  next,  to 
be  brought  before  the  petty  sessions. 

I am  sorry  to  say  there  has  been  very  little  done  in  this  Union  yet  as  regards 
the  cropping  of  the  land  or  preparing  it  for  seed.  I have  been  informed  that  there 
is  a great  anxiety  to  obtain  seed  potatoes,  but,  from  the  great  scarcity  of  them  in 
this  Union,  it  is  feared  that  the  small  farmers  will  not  be  able  to  procure  a suffi- 
ciency to  crop  their  land. 

I have  known  some  of  them  to  send  20  and  30  miles  for  a few  stone,  and  to  pay 
at  the  rate  of  \0d.  per  stone  for  them. 

There  is  also  a great  demand  for  turnip,  parsnip,  and  mangold-wurzel  seed,  but 
in  so  remote  a part  of  the  country  as  this  is  it  is  quite  impossible  to  procure  seed 
of  any  kind,  as  there  are  no  merchants  or  traders  of  any  description  who  deal  in 
those  things. 

I should  say,  if  there  was  a small  supply  of  the  above  at  once  sent  to  Killybcgs 
and  Burton  Port  it  would  be  eagerly  bought  up  ; but,  if  sent,  it  would  be  requisite 
to  do  so  immediately,  particularly  the  potato  seed,  as  the  season  is  new  far 
advanced. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  6,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  statement  that  the  Guardians  have  issued  cheques  for 
an  amount  exceeding  the  sum  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  and  have  also  issued  blank 
cheques  where  no  bills  were  sent  in,  and  that  you  have  directed  the  clerk  not  to 
countersign  more  than  there  is  funds  in  the  bank  to  meet,  I am  directed  to  state 
that  the  Commissioners  think  that  the  clerk  ought  under  no  circumstances  to 
countersign  a blank  cheque,  and  they  request  you  to  acquaint  the  clerk  with  their 
opinion  on  this  subject  accordingly. 

A.s  regards  the  complaint  of  the  want  of  energy  evinced  by  collector  Quigley  in 
getting  m the  rates  m his  district,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have 
called  upon  this  collector  for  an  explanation  of  his  neglect. 
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Kilkenny  Union. 


KILKENNY  UNION. 


Mr.  Phelan  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  9,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  of  informing  you  that  I yesterday  carefully  inspected 
Uie  premises  designated  the  “ Magdalene  Asylum,”  lately  rented  by  the  Kilkenny 
Board  of  Guardians  as  a temporary  convalescent  hospital.  It  is  capable  of  accom- 
modating about  74  persons,  and  is  pretty  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  were  there 
only  persons  of  one  sex  in  it.  But  as  there  is  only  one  plot  of  ground  for  exercise, 
and  it  is  always  an  object  in  fine  weather  to  induce  the  convalescents  to  be  in  the 
open  air  occasionally,  the  want  of  a second  place  for  that  purpose  is  a defect  of 
some  importance : beside  the  communication  between  the  male  and  female  portions 
is,  I apprehend,  not  sufficiently  cut  off,  but  on  this  point  I have  directed  the 
strictest  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  matron  who  superintends  the  place,  which  is 
dry  and  kept  in  a satisfactory  state. 

There  are  62  convalescents  in  it;  the  locality  is  a good  one,  not  subject,  I think, 
to  want  of  drainage,  nor  to  any  circumstances  likely  to  affect  the  health  of  the 
inmates. 

I also  examined  the  old  brewery  premises,  in  which  about  100  boys  sleep.  It 
consists  of  eight  lofts,  four  of  57  by  18,  and  four  of  54  by  23,  the  turn  upper  are 
pretty  elevated  and  are  fairly  calculated  for  dormitories,  the  under  are  very  low, 
and  not  well  adapted  for  the  purpose.  These  premises,  if  put  in  proper  order* 
could  accommodate  300.  The  boys  go  to  the  workhouse  to  breakfast  and  return 
after  dinner..  It  appears  to  me  that  more  use  might  be  made  of  the  dormitory 
accommodation  afforded  by  these  premises  than  has  hitherto  been  derived  from 
them,  but  I feel  it  necessary  to  observe  that  as  they  are  surrounded  by  high  walls, 
appear  very  gloomy,  and  are  in  a close  part  of  the  city,  they  are  not  well  adapted 
for  having  boys  or  girls  in  them  constantly.  If  used  as  a more  permanent  resi- 
dence, some  of  the  other  classes  should  be  placed  in  them.  Boys  and  girls  require 
more  open  and  more  cheerful  prospects ; I should  not  however  recommend  them 
to  be  made  use.  of,  except  temporarily,  and  until  better  can  be  provided  by  enlarg- 
ing the  workhouse  or  otherwise. 

The  sheds  in  the  adult  female  yard  afford  considerable  advantages  as  a nursery 
and  as  day-rooms  for  some  classes.  In  one  there  -were  54  nurses,  each  having  one 
child.  About  a dozen  infants  were  nursed  by  women  not  their  mothers.  Many 
of  the  infants  look  badly ; I could  not  perceive  much  difference,  if  any,  between 
those  who  have  mothers  and  the  others.  It  was  stated  by  the  matron  that  some 
of  the  nurses  eat  or  give  away  the  infants’  food,  and  I directed  her  to  see  them  fed 
three  times  a-day,  or  if  herself  much  engaged,  to  have  it  done  under  the  supervision 
of  the  schoolmistress  or  some  other  confidential  person.  I would,  however, 
strongly  advise  that  a proper  nursery  be  erected,  so  that  the  infants  and  young 
children  should  sleep  out  of  the  house  and  have  better  opportunities  to  be  taken  into 
the  open  air.  I learn  the  infants  are  rarely  taken  out  of  this  shed. 

The  boys  and  girls  appear  to  be  pretty  well  looked  after ; the  former,  however, 
better  than  the  latter.  Although  not  my  province  particularly,  I cannot  avoid 
alluding  to  the  total  and  most  apparent  inadequacy  of  the  schoolmaster.  A more 
ignorant  and  incompetent  person  to  instruct  or  to  form  the  habits  of  boys  I have 
nowhere  seen.  Although  some  have  been  long  in  the  house,  no  boy  has  got  further 
in  arithmetic  than  short  division,  as  the  master  admits.  The  schoolmistress  appears 
competent  and  efficient. 

I found  two  of  the  dormitories  in  which  galleries  have  been  put  up,  much  over- 
crowded, No.  3 at  each  side  96  by  16,  contained  37  beds  below,  and  21  on  the 
gallery,  having  two  in  each  bed,  in  all  116  adults  in  a dormitory  in  which  at  most 
there  should  not  be  more  than  80.  Other  dormitories  were  less  crowded,  and  I 
advise  the  former  to  be  thinned  by  transferring  some  from  them  to  the  latter. 

I have  before  reported  that  the  house  is  well  ventilated,  and  I am  now  enabled 
to  state  that  the  state  of  the  sick  portions,  including  the  county  fever  hospital 
wards  at  the  disposal  of  the  Guardians,  is  very  satisfactory  as  to  cleanliness,  nurse- 
tending, &c. 

There  are  no  lunatics  or  idiots  in  the  house ; the  cells  and  dormitories  for  this 
class  being  now  portions  of  the  infirmary. 

3 A 
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There  is  no  epidemic  disease  in  the  house  except  influenza,  which  has  been  fatal 
to  the  young  and  to  old  persons ; 142  sick  in  the  infirmary  are  chiefly  chronic 
cases ; and  141  that  are  in  the  county  fever  hospital  are  cases  of  mild  fever,  some 
of  dysentery  ; there  is  scarcely  a case  of  marked  typhus  fever  amongst  them.  The 
average  number  of  days,  only  23,  during  which  they  remain  in  hospital  is  a proof 
of  this. 

P S. — I have  suggested  that  as  there  is  room  in  the  county  fever  hospital  for  the 
male  convalescents,  and  whilst  there  is,  the  Magdalene  Asylum  be  only  occupied 
by  females,  or  by  young  boys  in  addition  to  females. 


Mr.  Phelan  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  10,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  of  informing  you  that,  being  desirous  of  ascertaining  the 
state  of  ventilation  in  the  Kilkenny  workhouse,  after  the  paupers  had  been  a few 
hours  in  bed,  I went  through  the  probationary  wards  and  through  the  several 
dormitories,  except  those  for  the  aged  and  infirm  (which  I had  before  examined), 
last  night  between  10  and  half-past  11  o’clock,  and  was  pleased  to  perceive  that 
(with  the  exception  of  two  that  were  over-crowded)  the  ventilation  was  pretty 
fair. 

I had  however  another  object  in  view  in  making  this  inspection.  The  master 
informed  me,  as  the  admission  and  discharge  books  showed,  that  the  house  con- 
tained 2048  paupers,  and  I knew  that  about  218  of  these — the  number  somewhat 
fluctuates  from  day  to  day — are  in  the  fever  hospital  and  Magdalene  Asylum,  and 
about  140  in  the  infirmary,  and  that  about  100  boys  sleep  in  the  brewery  premises, 
making  a total  of  458.  Having  in  the  course  of  that  day  inspected  the  houses  and 
looked  carefully  at  the  number  of  beds,  and  having  taken  a view  of  the  paupers, 
it  occurred  to  me  that  the  number  said  to  sleep  in  the  body  of  the  house  could 
scarcely  be  correct.  I therefore  (whilst  giving  the  master  to  understand  that  my 
object  was  to  examine  the  ventilation  and  to  see  if  there  was  overcrowding), 
reckoned  the  number  of  paupers  that  were  in  bed  in  each  dormitory.  In  all  there 
were  1182,  including  those  of  the  aged  and  infirm.  I found  123  in  the  two  upper 
probationary  wards,  57  in  one,  66  in  the  other ; both  far  too  crowded.  There 
may  perhaps  have  been  15  or  20  more  that  were  not  then  in  bed,  or  of  the  class 
of  nurses  and  ward-maids  in  the  infirmary ; altogether  I could  only  with  these 
allowances  make  out  about  1325,  which,  with  the  before-mentioned  458,  gives  a 
total  of  1783,  or  about  265  less  than  the  number  for  which  diets  are  charged. 

I asked  the  master  and  matron  if  there  were  paupers  in  any  other  place  except 
in  those  dormitories,  &c.,  which  I had  examined,  and  they  stated  there  were 
none. 

I have  given  this  statement  to  Mr.  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  suggesting  the 
necessity  of  perhaps  a closer  examination  than  my  time  permitted,  and  I after- 
wards went  to  the  master  and  again  interrogated  him  as  to  the  possibility  of  other 
paupers  having  slept  in  places  which  I had  not  examined,  when  he  stated  that 
there  were  none. 

This  master  appears  to  be  very  incompetent,  he  does  not  seem  to  be  dishonest 
but  rather  to  be  ignorant  as  to  the  state  of  the  house. 

There  is  no  practical  visiting  Committee  of  the  Guardians,  but  one,  a Mr 
Lanigan,  is  extremely  useful  in  daily  visiting  the  house,  infirmary,  and  even  the 
fever  departments. 


Mr.  Burke  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  15,  1848. 

1.  I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  ultimo,  for- 
waidmg  a copy  of  a letter  addressed  by  you  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 
Kuhnny  Um°D,  relative  to  the  insubordination  which  exists  in  the  workhouse, 
and  directing  me  to  proceed  to  Kilkenny  and  confer  with  the  Guardians  as  to  the 
prope,  steps  to  be  taken  for  the  better  management  of  the  workhouse,  and  the 

ft  and T tf  .°f  T t and  ffdlenre  ,amoaSst  tle  5 end  with  reference  to 

it  and  to  that  part  of  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  requesting  me  to  report  as  to 

™tsfffrtfnr"1fra,p^  0f  the  Kilke™y  Union,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  to  point  out  any  course  which  I consider  you 
may  advantageously  take  in  order  to  secure  the  effectual  relief  of  the  destitute  poor 
m tins  Union,  I have  to  inform  you  that  having  considered  the  best  mode  by 
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which  I could  arrive  at  the  information  which  you  required,  was  by  a full  and 
complete  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  I commenced  such  inquiry  on 
Monday,  the  31st  ultimo,  at  the  workhouse,  and  continued  engaged  at  it  for  eight 
days ; and  the  minutes  of  evidence,  &c.,  taken  by  me  on  the  occasion,  comprising 
496  pages,  I have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith. 

2.  The  difficulties  under  which  the  Union  labours,  and  the  defects  and  abuses 
in  the  management  of  the  workhouse  are  not  of  recent  date,  but  have  existed  ever 
since  the  opening  of  the  latter-. 

3.  From  the  fourth  series  of  papers  relating  to  proceedings  for  the  relief  of  the 
distress  and  state  of  the  Unions  and  workhouses  in  Ireland,  recently  presented  to 
Parliament,  it  appears  that  the  net  amount  of  debts,  on  the  30th  November  last, 
due  by  the  Kilkenny  Union,  was  the  largest  due  by  any  Union  in  Ireland. 

4.  Kilkenny  is  the  fifth  Union  in  Ireland  as  regards  valuation,  and,  compared 
with  the  four  Unions  which  exceed  it  in  value,  it  stood  thus  at  the  date  referred 
to : — 


Union. 

Valuation. 

In  Credit. 

In  Debt. 

Dublin,  South 

£. 

569,940 

£. 

5,202 

£. 

Dublin,  North 

369,745 

2,490 

Cork 

365,623 

3,274 

Belfast  .... 

271,915 

1,460 

Kilkenny  .... 

241,775 

9,630 

5.  As  compared  with  the  Unions  of  the  capitals  of  the  four  surrounding 
counties,  it  stood  thus : — 


Union. 

. Valuation. 

In  Credit. 

In  Debt. 

Clonmel  .... 

£. 

91 ,108 

£. 

4,165 

£• 

TV  aterford 

193,771 

325 

Carlow  .... 

179,037 

S91 

Wexford  .... 

113,714 

64 

Kilkenny  .... 

241,775 

9,630 

6.  The  embarrassments  of  the  Kilkenny  Union  are  clearly  attributable  to  the 
Guardians  not  providing  in  time  for  its  liabilities,  and  deferring  the  making  of 
ample  rates  until  debts  accumulated  to  the  extent  stated. 

7.  As  regards  the  rate  now  in  progress  of  collection,  a similar  course  was  pur- 
sued, the  making  of  the  rate  being  delayed  for  two  or  three  months  after  it  had 
been  first  agreed  on,  by  propositions  made  at  the  meetings  of  the  Guardians  to 
reduce  it  in  amount. 

8.  The  system  of  thus  procrastinating  the  making  of  rates,  and  then  making 
but  inadequate  ones,  has  proved  a most  ruinous  one  for  the  Union. 

9.  The  balance  of  the  treasurer’s  account  being  always  against  the  Union,  the 
checks  issued  by  the  Guardians  are  with  difficulty  discounted  at  a large  per 
centage.  In  the  case  of  John  Dunne,  a contractor,  who  was  obliged  to  take  legal 
proceedings  against  the  Guardians,  and  had  then  to  be  paid  with  costs  and  interest, 
it  was  upwards  of  a year  after  the  amount  of  Dunne  s contract  had  become  due 
that  he  received  the  amount  of  it. 

10.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  evidence  given  by  Guardians  and  contractors  that, 
owing  to  the  cause  just  stated,  the  prices  paid  for  the  supplies  of  the  workhouse 
are  15  to  20  per  cent,  beyond  the  usual  prices,  and  the  clerk  of  the  Union  states 
as  his  opinion  that  the  Union  has  lost  in  this  way,  since  December  12  months, 
about  3000/. 

11.  The  checks  given  to  the  relieving  officers,  from  there  being  no  funds  with 
the  treasurer,  are  frequently  unpaid,  and  have  caused  much  inconvenience  to  the 
poor ; a relieving  officer,  on  one  occasion,  being  obliged  to  borrow  money  on  his 
own  responsibility,  and  on  another  occasion  to  give  orders  on  a retail  shop  to  meet 
the  pressing  demands  of  the  poor. 

12.  Of  the  rate  made  last  November,  not  one-fourth  has  yet  been  collected ; 
and  when  it  is  considered  that  of  the  part  collected  a great  portion  has  been  in 
large  sums—- the  Marquess  of  Ormonde  paid  upwards  of  100/.,  Viscount  Clifden 


Kilkenny  Union- 
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KilkennyUaion.  the  same,  and  tlie  Hon.  Mr.  Wandesford  above  300/.-- it  can  hardly  be  expected, 
from  the  progress  made  in  the  best  part  of  the  year  for  collecting  rates,  that  as 
the  less  advantageous  season  for  collecting  it  approaches,  that  the  receipts  will  not 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  many  and  pressing  demands  on  the  Union. 

13.  The  current  expenses  of  the  Union  being  large,  the  debt  of  the  Union, 
since  the  collection  of  the  present  rate  commenced,  has  been  lessened  not  above 
one-third,  and  the  debt  remaining  due  by  the  Union  on  the  31st  ultimo,  amounted 
to  6584/.  7s.  8 cl. 

14.  I caused  lists  to  be  made  out  by  the  rate-collectors  of  the  10  highest  rate- 
payers in  arrear  in  each  electoral  division  ; by  these  lists  it  appears  that  there  are 
solvent  and  respectable  parties  from  whom  the  rate  is  still  uncollected. 

15.  I also  procured  from  the  collectors  lists  of  the  Guardians  who  have  paid 
and  of  the  Guardians  who  have  not  paid  the  current  rate.  It  will  he  seen  from 
these  lists  that  31  Guardians  have  paid  and  that  39  Guardians  have  not  paid  the 
current  rate.  It  is  but  justice  to  some  of  the  latter  to  say  that  they  have  told  me 
they  were  not  called  on  to  pay.  At  the  same  time  I must  say  that  this  is  no 
excuse  for  Guardians,  who,  seeing  the  Union  in  such  difficulties,  should  have  been 
the  first  themselves  to  come  forward,  and,  by  paying  the  rates,  set  an  example  to 
the  great  body  of  the  ratepayers. 

16.  Little  or  no  attention  is  paid  by  the  Guardians  to  tlie  financial  affairs  of  the 
Union  ; the  collectors’  books  are  seldom  or  ever  examined  by  the  Guardians,  noi- 
ls there  any  Finance  Committee  who  attend  regularly:  one  or  two  Guardians 
sometimes  examine  the  accounts  submitted  to  tlie  Guardians  for  payment.. 

. . ‘ If  *he  financial  affairs  of  the  Union  afford  so  little  interest  to  the  Guardians  ' 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  looking  after  the  management  of  the  workhouse 
holds  out  less  inducement  to  them.  With  the  exception  of  two  Guardians,  Messrs 
lielly  and  Lamgan,  who  are  entitled  to  much  credit  for  their  exertions  to  keen 
matters  from  being  worse  for  to  this  only  could  their  efforts  tend,  no  Guardian 
took  the  slightest  trouble  about  the  workhouse,  and,  according  to  the  evidence  of 
Mr  Lamgan,  the  Guardians  “are  in  total  ignorance  of  the  internal  management 
,,  of  tl,e  bou5e>  of  ‘he  du‘ies  of  the  officers,  the  conduct  of  the  inmates,  the  weighing 
« 0r  S‘v,ng  °ut  of  provisions,  or,  in  fact,  with  any  matters  connected  with  the 
„ of‘7  workhouse,  and  thinks  it  cannot  be  otherwise  when  no  member 

ot  the  Board  of  Guardians,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Kelly  and  himself  ever 
“ crosses  the  threshold  of  the  workhouse.”  > evei 

, „ !8-  L,i‘tle  surprise  can  therefore,  be  felt  that  the  Kilkenny  workhouse  has  lone 
been  a bye-word,  as  I told  the  Guardians  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board 
which  I attended,  amongst  the  workhouses  of  Ireland,  as  being  one  of  the  worst 
managed.  Idleness  amongst  the  inmates  prevails  to  a greater  extent  in  it  than  in 
any  other  workhouse  I have  visited;  however,  as  regards  the  females,  this  lias  not 
latterly  been  so  much  the  case.  1 

19.  There  was  not  a meeting  of  the  Guardians  which  I attended  during  the 

Son”?0”  ^ 1 haVf!Iad  charSe  ?f  the  Union  that  1 hm  »ot,  either  in  a written 
3*°/  b[  my  statement  to  them,  brought  before  the  Guardians  my  views  with 
regard  to  the  mismanagement  of  the  workhouse,  and  the  inefficiency  of  its  officers  - 

20  %Z  ™Jn7%°a  tl‘erP7‘  °fthe  Board  t«  ^edy  matters.  ’ 

barin'  Ta  • edical  office‘'s  of  the  workhouse  have  been  equally  unsuccessful  in 
n J “^rrlattend?tt0-  Dr-  Lalor  states  “ lis  evidence  that  he  an2 
Dr.  Cane  “after  the  workhouse  had  been  open  for  a year,  drew  up  a report  “n 

„ b 7 7.7  Polnfed  out  many  improvements  which  might  be  made  in  tlie  manage 
„ me  f o{  tb®  workhouse,  so  far  as  it  came  under  their  observation,  and  particuluflv 
„ mtb  rf.sard  f°  tbe  infant  children.  At  the  time,  the  Board  of  Guardians  took 

“ suggested  "y  ' Dr"  Cane  rf  h-P°rt ! a"d’  * a"5’’  ^ fevv  ofthe  improvements 

“ bun  * b)  D . a d hlm  were  carned  out— that  relative  to  the  infant 
chddre”  waS  not  ca™ed  out-  D‘-  Cane  and  himself,  and  sometimes  himself 
„ madf.  val  '°us  suggestions,  including  about  the  infant  children ; and  the  general 
a Piactlca  was  that  ‘hen-  reports  were  not  minded  at  all,  but  merely  looked  on  as 
” 7Ste  -pa?er'f  Dli  Canf ’ ’ after  stat“g  t0  the  same  effect^  Dr  Lalor 
“ fWA  d,f  pa”ed  of  be“g  d<>ne  or  carried  out  by  the  Board  of 

Guardians  And  again,  "in  general  terms  he  has  no  hopeof  the  Board  of 
Guardians  being  able  to  do  anything  effectually  for  the  management  of  tt  work 
h?use  considering  the  difficulties  with  which  they  are  surfounded  one  of  he 
difficulties  is  being  encumbered  by  debt.”  ’ om-  01  “e 

21.  Feeling  that  no  improvement  could  be  made’  in  the  management  of  the 
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workhouse,  while  inefficient  officers  were  retained,  I never  omitted  an  opportunity  Kilkenny  Union, 
of  stating  my  opinion  to  the  Guardians  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  master,  matron,  — 
schoolmaster,  assistant  schoolmistress,  and  porter. 

22.  From  the  exertion  I made  towards  effecting  a reformation  in  the  manage- 
ment  of  the  workhouse,  and  the  matron,  as  I was  informed,  not  deem i no-  herself 
equal  to  what  I expected  from  her,  resigned,  and  I attended  the  election  of  her 
successor.  Several  candidates  offered,  amongst  others  Mrs.  M'Quaide,  who  had 
been  assistant  matron  in  the  Carlow  workhouse,  and  having  most  strono-ly 
impressed  on  the  Guardians  that  she  was  far  beyond  in  efficiency  all  the  other 
candidates,  I must  do  the  Guardians  the  justice  that  on  this  occasion  the  majority 
of  the  Board  (including,  I think,  all  the  ex  -officio  Guardians  present)  agreed  with 
me,  and  Mrs.  M'Quaide  was  elected  ; this  being,  as  1 am  informed,  the  first  time 
that  an  officer  of  the  workhouse  was  elected  solely  from  efficiency. 

23.  The  new  matron  has  done  much  in  the  way  of  reformation  in  the  habits  of 
the  females  ; employment  for  them  was  set  going;  the  bedding  and  clothing,  which 
were  in  a most  disgraceful  condition,  were  properly  cleansed  and  repaired.  Messrs. 

Kelly  and  Lanigan,  the  only  Guardians  who  visit  the  house,  and  the  medical 
officers,  bore  ample  testimony  in  their  evidence  to  the  marked  improvement  which 
had  taken  place  since  Mrs.  M'Quaide  entered  upon  her  duties. 

24.  The  matron,  however,  was  not  long  in  office  before  a current  set  in  against 
her:  all  the  other  officers  of  the  workhouse,  with  the  exception  of  Miss  Phelan, 
who  is  over  the  provision  store,  seemed  intent  on  giving  the  matron  a distaste  for 
the  situation,  and  in  which  they  succeeded,  Mrs.  M'Quaide  having  resigned  the 
office  some  weeks  since,  and  only  continues  now  at  my  request  to  perform  the 
duties  until  the  result  of  this  inquiry  shall  be  made  known.  Had  but  common 
forbearance  been  observed  towards  this  respectable  and  efficient  matron,  she  would 
eventually,  at  least  so  far  as  the  female  department  of  the  workhouse  is  concerned, 
have  brought  it  into  a good  state. 

25.  Encouraged  by  the  good  choice  made  by  the  Guardians  in  the  selection  of 
matron,  I had  hopes  that  I would  by  degrees  replace  all  the  inefficient  officers  by 
efficient  ones ; and  with  this  view  I insisted  on  the  porter  and  assistant  school- 
mistress, both  under  20  years  of  age,  resigning,  which  they  did  accordingly,  and 
of  the  persons  elected  to  these  offices,  I can  only  speak  of  one,  the  porter,  the 
assistant  schoolmistress,  poor  girl,  having  shortly  after  her  election  caught  fever 
and  died. 

26.  While  holding  the  inquiry,  I was  informed  that  the  new  porter  had  been 
seen  drunk.  I inquired  into  the  matter;  and  on  reference  to  page  369,  and 
following  pages  of  the  minutes  of  the  inquiry,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  charge  was 
well  founded,  he  and  some  of  the  female  inmates  having  been  drinking  together 
in  a public-house  in  the  town.  This  man’s  appointment  had  not  been  sanctioned, 
as  you  will  perceive  from  the  reason  stated  in  the  query  sheet,  namely,  until  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  his  competency.  If,  therefore,  under  the  circum- 
stance of  his  appointment  not  being  sanctioned,  an  order  can  be  issued  for  his 
dismissal,  I think  it  should  be  done  in  preference  to  refusing  sanction  to  his 
appointment. 

27.  The  state  of  both  schools  is  discreditable,  so  far  as  the  industrial  training  of 
the  children  is  concerned.  In  the  girls’  school,  which  is  conducted  pretty  fairly, 
the  schoolmistress  being  in  my  opinion  efficient,  she  states,  “There  are  291  girls 
“ in  the  school,  and  but  20  to  30  employed.” 

28.  The  state  of  the  boys’  school  is  disgraceful  to  any  public  institution.  The 
schoolmaster  states  about  the  boys,  that  “Some  days  they  pick  stones  and  weed; 

“ thinks  that  during  the  last  three  months  he  has  brought  sometimes  40  and  some- 
“ times  60  of  the  boys  to  pick  stones  on  the  -workhouse  grounds ; for  12  times 
“ during  the  last  three  months,  is  sure  that  the  boys  stay  two  hours  picking  stones 
“ when  they  go  out ; has  no  spades  nor  shovels,  nor  any  tools  for  them,  and  they 
“ do  nothing  but  pick  stones  and  draw  sand  from  the  pit  occasionally ; has  now 
“ 183  boys  in  his  school.”  The  boys,  it  appears,  are  in  the  habit  of  carrying  on  a 
traffic  with  the  bread  given  them : the  schoolmaster  “ found  out  that  the  boys 
“ were  selling  their  bread  last  summer  ; it  does  not  go  on  now  to  his  knowledge ; 

“ heard  that  Michael  Burke,  a boy  in  the  school,  made  2.?.  6d.  selling  his  bread; 

“ the  boys  told  him  (the  schoolmaster)  that  the  2s.  6d.  was  stole  out  of  his  box ; 

“ knew  of  Tom  Shearman  making  7 id.  by  selling  his  bread;  heard  that  there 
“ was  6d.  due  by  Mrs.  Cumming  to  Michael  Lacy  for  bread.”  The  schoolmaster 
is  even  incompetent  as  a teacher,  and  is  quite  unfit  to  be  placed  in  charge  of  a 
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Kilkenny  Union,  workhouse  school ; he  evidently  possesses  no  control  over  the  boys.  The  school- 
master, although  incompetent  and  unfit  for  the  office,  I could  not  hear  of  anything 
to  his  disadvantage  as  to  character ; and  as  the  Guardians  who  elected  such  an 
officer  are  to  be  blamed,  and  not  the  poor  man  who  was  seeking  a livelihood,  I beg 
to  recommend  that  in  the  first  instance  the  schoolmaster  be  called  on  to  resign, 
and  that  in  the  event  of  his  not  doing  so,  an  order  shall  be  issued  for  his  dismissal. 

29.  As  to  the  master’s  incompetency  to  manage  such  an  establishment  I never 
had  any  doubt,  nor  did  I ever  hesitate  to  state  so  at  any  meeting  of  the  Guardians 
which  I attended ; but  from  the  incompetency  of  the  subordinate  officers  I con- 
sidered that  he  might  not  have  fair  play,  and  that  it  was  hut  right  to  allow  him  a 
trial  when  efficient  subordinates  were  appointed;  but  I must  confess  I was  not 
prepared  for  what  came  out  respecting  him  on  the  inquiry. 

1.  The  workhouse  books  kept  by  pauper  boys. 

2.  Persons  who  for  weeks  had  left  the  house,  or  who  died,  still  kept  on  provision 
consumption  account,  and  the  rations  charged  against  the  Union. 

3.  Prayers  never  given  out  for  the  adults. 

4.  In  fine,  there  was  scarce  a regulation  for  the  management  of  the  workhouse 
which  was  the  master’s  duty  to  see  carried  out  that  was  not  either  violated  or 
omitted. 

Independent  of  his  incompetency,  he  is  a man  addicted  to  drink.  His  drunken- 
ness was  proved  by  Mrs.  Hamilton,  the  fever-hospital  nurse,  a most  respectable 
and  efficient  officer;  and  if  the  other  witnesses  did  not  go  so  far,  there  was  scarce 
one,  even  those  produced  by  the  master  himself,  who  did  not  testify  to  their  havin'* 
seen  the  "sign  of  liquor  on  him.” 

30.  Your  Inspector,  Mr.  Phelan,  being  at  Kilkenny  on  an  inspection  of  the 
vvorkhouse  as  to  its  sanitary  state,  went  through  the  house  on  the  night  of  Wednes- 
day, the  9th  instant ; and  from  a report  dated  10th  instant,  which  he  was  good 
enough  to  furnish  me  with,  and  which  I forward  herewith,  he  discovered  that 
there  was  a discrepancy  of  near  300  between  the  number  given  in  the  Admission 
and  Discharged  Book  and  the  number  in  the  workhouse  ; in  a report  to  you,  dated 
also  the  10th  instant,  and  which  I presume  Mr.  Phelan  gives  as  a more  accurate 
one  than  the  report  he  furnished  me  with,  he  states  the  discrepancy  as  265.  On 
Thursday  I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians,  and  brought  this  matter  before 
them;  and  having  suggested  that  Messrs.  Lanigan  and  Kelly,  together  with  the 
acting  clerk  of  the  Union  (the  clerk  being  confined  by  illness),  and  Mr.  Phuyer, 
the  apothecary,  should  on  that  night,  accompanied  by  the  officers  of  the  work- 
house,  make  an  accurate  inspection  of  the  numbers  in  the  workhouse,  my  suggestion 
was  agreed  to  and  acted  on,  and  I herewith  forward  the  report  made  and  signed 
by  Messrs.  Lanigan  and  Kelly,  Guardians,  Mr.  Phayer,  the  apothecary,  and  Mr. 
Brennan,  the  acting  clerk  of  the  Union.  By  their  return  the  discrepancy  is  stated 
to  be  207,  so  that  a difference  of  58  appears  between  their  report  and  Mr.  Phelan’s 
There  is,  however,  enough  to  show  that  a considerable  number  beyond  those  in 
the  workhouse,  fever  hospital,  house  of  recovery,  and  brewery  is  charged  by  the 
master  as  receiving  rations.  Whether  this  be  an  act  of  dishonesty  or  stupidity  on 
his  part  it  is  difficult  to  say;  but  that  a man  of  his  slovenly  habits  of  business 
might  permit  such  a fraud  on  the  Union  without  receiving  any  benefit  from  it  I 
can  well  conceive.  I at  once  took  the  only  measure  which  I could  to  correct  the 
matter  for  the  future,  by  instructing  the  acting  clerk  to  see  that  the  number 
receiving  rations  should  be  altered  to  the  number  reported  on  by  the  Visiting 
Committee;  but  I see  no  way  of  correcting  the  matter  completely  until  a new 
registry  is  made  out,  and  a re-examination  is  made  of  every  person  receiving  in-door 
relief.  > I also  directed  the  acting  clerk  not  to  countersign  any  check  for  the 
masters  salary  until  his  accounts  were  settled;  and  as  the  clerk’s  office  was 
accessible  to  the  master,  I also  directed  the.  acting  clerk  to  search  for  and  to  retain 
m his  custody  the  bond  entered  into  by  the  master  and  his  sureties. 

31.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  on  Thursday,  the  master  tendered  his 
resignation,  which  was  accepted ; but  I consider  the  master’s  conduct  on  the 
whole  to  be  so  bad  that  he  should  not  be  permitted  to  evade  in  this  way  your 
marked  opinion  of  his  mcompetency  and.  misconduct.  I therefore  beg  to  recom- 
mend that  an  order  be  at  once  issued  for  his  dismissal ; whether  proceeding  should 
not  be  taken  against  him  for  the  fraud  in  drawing  rations  for  numbers  of  persons 
not  in  the  workhouse  is  for  your  consideration. 

32.  Tile  attendance  of  Guardians  at  tile  meetings  of  the  Board  is  anything  but 
constant  or  regular ; if  an  election  of  an  officer  happens  to  take  place,  there  will 
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be  a large  attendance,  and  as  soon  as  the  election  is  over,  scarce  a quorum  will  Kilkenny  Union, 
remain  to  transact  the  ordinary  business.  — ~ 

33.  I forward  herewith,  a return  giving  the  number  of  attendances  of  each 
Guardian  for  six  months  ending  31st  December  last,  during  which  time  39 
meetings  of  the  Board  were  held ; by  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ex-officio  Guar- 
dians attended  but  seldom,  with  the  exception  of  the  Marquess  of  Ormonde,  who, 
when  in  the  country,  never  omits  an  opportunity  of  being  present ; the  Honour- 
able Mr.  Wandesford,  and  Messrs.  Sullivan  and  Smithwick;  the  average  attend- 
ance of  the  other  ex-officio  Guardians  is  but  three  meetings  during  the  half-year. 

The  elected  Guardians,  those  returned  for  the  electoral  division  of  Kilkenny,  have 
attended  on  an  average  20  meetings,  while  those  elected  for  the  rural  electoral 
divisions  have  attended  on  an  average  but  10  meetings. 

34.  Since  the  administration  of  out-door  relief,  and  that  the  meetings  of  the 
Board  are  obliged  to  be  held  almost  daily,  it  is  frequently  found  a matter  of 
difficulty  to  secure  the  attendance  of  three  Guardians  to  form  a Board,  in  conse- 
quence the  applications  for  relief  are  often  heard  and  decided  on  by  two  Guardians, 
and  in  some  instances  by  but  only  one  Guardian ; for  although  the  names  of 
several  Guardians  may  appear  on  the  minutes  as  being  present,  it  is  by  no  means 
a proof  of  their  assisting  in  the  business  going  on ; many  remain  but  for  a short 
time,  and  the  important  matter  of  hearing  and  deciding  on  applications  for  relief  is 
generally  left  to  be  transacted  by  not  more  than  two  or  three  Guardians. 

35.  On  the  following  days  during  the  last  year,  on  which  officers  were  to  be 
elected,  the  number  of  Guardians  who  attended  on  each  occasion  was  as 
follows : — - 


February  4, 

election  of  master  . 

24 

April  22, 

do. 

of  clerk  . 

37 

August  12, 

do. 

of  relieving  officers 

61 

„ 20, 

do. 

do 

60 

October  14, 

do. 

of  matron 

39 

December  16, 

do. 

of  assistant  schoolmistress 

27 

„ 23, 

do. 

of  porter  . 

25 

These  being  the  largest  attendances  during  the  year : the  attendance  of  Guar- 
dians at  meetings  for  receiving  and  deciding  on  applications  for  relief  during  the 
last  month  (January,  1848)  was  as  follows,  viz. : — 


January  7, 

8 

January  21, 

14 

„ 8, 

5 

„ 22, 

7 

„ 14, 

8 

„ 24, 

7 

„ 15, 

6 

„ 26, 

4 

„ 17, 

9 

„ 28, 

4 

„ 18, 

8 

„ 29, 

5 

„ 19, 

8 

„ 31, 

10 

But  even  this  does  not  show  the  number  who  remained  to  do  the  business, 
which  was  generally  left  to  one,  two,  or  three  Guardians. 

36.  The  facts  given  in  evidence  as  to  the  intemperate  habits  of  some  of  the 
workhouse  officers  is  not  surprising,  when  it  is  a fact  that  even  Guardians,  to 
their  shame  be  it  told,  set  the  example,  and  made  the  porter’s  lodge  the  clerk’s 
office,  and  the  Board-room  the  scenes  of  their  carousing.  Pierse  Byron,  the  late 
porter,  states  “ there  was  drinking  going  on  in  deponent’s  lodge ; the  master  once 
or  twice  took  a tumbler  of  punch  with  deponent  in  the  lodge.”  ff  There  was  one 
or  two  occasions  where  the  collectors  and  relieving  officers  and  Guardians  who 
were  met,  and  deponent  gave  them  a glass  of  grog,  this  applied  to  two  relieving 
officers,  one  collector,  and  two  or  three  Guardians.  Recollects  the  24th  December 
last ; recollects  that  there  was  some  whiskey  drank  in  the  clerk’s  room  on  that 
occasion  by  one  of  the  Relief  Committee,  one  of  the  Guardians,  and  two  or  three 
relieving  officers ; there  was  another  Guardian  present  who  was  a teetotaller,  and 
deponent ; there  was  a Board  on  that  day  for  receiving  applications ; it  was  after 
the  Board  broke  up  that  the  drinking  went  on  in  the  clerk’s  office ; there  was 
only  one  or  two  glasses  of  grog  drank  by  each ; deponent  was  the  only  officer  of 
the  workhouse  present ; there  was  a pint  bottle  of  whiskey ; does  not  know  if 
there  was  a second  bottle  sent  for.”  “ On  the  24th  December  last,  when  the 
drinking  was  going  on  in  the  clerk’s  office,  deponent  was  sent  for  the  master  to 
come  up  and  join  in  it,  and  deponent  pressed  the  master  several  times,  and  he  told 
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; .Kilkenny  Union,  him  that  the  Guardian  who  was  above  at  the  time  sent  deponent  for  him,  but  the 
master  refused.” 

Lawrence  J.  Den,  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  “ is  perfectly  aware  of  drinking 
going  on  in  deponent’s  office,  and  on  one  occasion  about  six  weeks  ago,  lie  was 
obliged  to  lock  himself  up  in  the  Board-room,  and  to  remain  there  a prisoner  for  a 
considerable  time  after  his  day’s  work  was  done,  to  avoid  importunity  and  being 
solicited  to  join  in  a drinking  bout  which  was  going  on  in  his  office ; does  not 
wish  to  mention  the  names  of  the  parties  who  were  drinking  in  his  office  on  that 
occasion,  but  there  was  one  Guardian  at  all  events,  one  relieving  officer ; believes 
the  late  porter  was  there ; recollects  on  one  occasion  after  the  Board  had 
adjourned,  spirits  and  porter  being  sent  for  by  some  of  the  Guardians  and  drank 
in  the  Board-room ; there  were  two  or  three  Guardians  joined  in  drinking  the 
spirits  and  porter,  and  deponent  took  half-a-glass  of  the  porter,  but  would  much 
rather  at  the  time  have  gone  home  after  his  day’s  labour  to  his  dinner;  con- 
sidering that  these  Guardians  would  have  thought  it  offensive  his  going  away,  he 
merely  remained  lest  his  going  might  be  considered  in  that  light.”  “ Recollects 
the  23rd  September  last,  it  was  the  day  that  the  tenders  were  taken  for  the  current 
half-year,  and  amongst  the  samples  were  a considerable  quantity  of  samples  of 
wine  and  spirits ; those  samples  were  opened  and  partaken  of  by  the  Guardians 
and  deponent;  deponent  was  fasting  all  day,  and  took  a tumbler  of  wine,  which 
made  him  deadly  sick,  and  he  went  down  and  threw  himself  on  the  porter’s  bed  to 
sleep.” 

37.  Considering  the  present  position  of  the  Union,  and  the  manner  in  which 
its  affairs  have  hitherto  been  mismanaged,  I have  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  as  my 
decided  opinion  that  this  Union  will  never  be  conducted  as  it  should  be  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians  as  at  present  constituted,  the  whole  working  of  the  Union 
being  left  to  a comparatively  small  number  of  Guardians,  representing  neither  the 
property  nor  the  interests  of  the  great  body  of  the  rate-payers  of  this  the  fifth 
Union  in  Ireland  in  point  of  extent  and  value,  and  all  but  the  fifth  in  point  of 
population. 

• Enclosures. 

I. 

Mr.  Phelan  to  Mr.  J.  Burke. 

Kilkenny , February  10,  1848,  1 
I WENT  to'  the  workhouse  late  last  night,  and  after  some  examination  of  the  Register 
and  Admission  and  Discharge  Book,  I went  through  the  several  dormitories  accompanied  by 
the  master  and  porter  in  going  over  the  male  side,  and  by  the  matron  and  schoolmistress  in  the 
female  side. 

I reckoned  the  paupers  in  each  dormitory,  including  those  in  the  probationary  wards,  and 
found  them  to  amount  to  1,207,  viz.,  1,084  in  the  upper  dormitories,  and  123  in  the  above 
wards.  I had  previously  ascertained  that  about  84  sleep  in  the  two  aged  and  infirm  dormi- 
tories. The  infirmary  and  connecting  portions  formed  out  of  the  idiot  cells,  &c.,  contain  140  • 
there  are  100  boys  sleeping  in  the  brewery  premises,  and  218  in  the  fever  hospital  and  Mag- 
dalene Asylum.  All  those  make  a total  of  1,749.  The  Admission  and  Discharge  Book'aives 
the  number  in  the  house  last  night  to  be  2,048,  there  is  here  a discrepancy  of  about.  300.  5 
I asked  the  master  if  he  brought  me  to  all  places  where  any  paupers  slept,  and  he  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  and  I inquired  if  any  slept  except  in  the  brewery,  fever  hospital,  and  asylum 
his  answer  was,  that  hone  sleep  elsewhere.  J ‘ 

I think  it  likely  that  there  were  some  paupers  about  the  master’s  and  matron’s  rooms,  and 
some  assistant  nurses  and  ward-maids,  which  were  not  included  in  my  enumeration  ; but'even 
if  there  were  10  or  20  such,  a large  deficit  still  remains  to  be  accounted  for. 

Some  inquiry  on  this  subject  appears  to  be  immediately  necessary. 


In  compliance  with  a resolution  passed  by  the  Board  this  day,  we  the  undersigned  in 
company  with  the  master,  matron,  Mr.  Phayer,  and  the  acting  clerk,  counted  the  inmates  and 
lound  the  house  to  contain  the  following  numbers — 1,497. 


February.  10,  1848. 


James  Kelly. 

T.  Brenan,  Acting  Clerk  to  the  Union. 
William  Lanigan. 


In  addition,  Mr.  Lanigan  visited  the  brewery,  house  of 
the  following  numbers  in  each  : — 


recovery,  and  fever  hospital,  and  gives 
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Brewery 

House  of  recovery 07 

Fever  hospital 148 

Staff  of  hospital  and  house  of  recovery  . 24 


325 


1,497 

325 


1,822 


William  Lanigan. 

And  we  further  find  that  it  appears  by  the  books  of  the  house  that  there  were  2,035  inmates 
on  the  night  of  Saturday  the  5th  instant,  inclusive,  and  that  from  the  morniiw  of  the  Grh  in- 
ancTie  dP  th  ^ ° ^ P'M'’  °n  the  i0th  iastant» there  were  203  discharges,  168  admissions, 


William  Lanigan. 

T.  Brenan,  Acting  Clerk  to  the  Union. 


In  the  brewery 92 

Fever  hospital 148 

House  of  recovery 67 

Staff  of  hospital,  &c.  ....  24 

Workhouse 1,497 


Total  in  workhouse 
As  appears  on  the  books 


1,828 

. . 2,035 

1,828 


Exact  number  in  workhouse  on  the  1 
night  of  10th  February,  1848.  J 

Thomas  Brenan,  Acting  Clerk. 
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Kilkenny  Union. 


Dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union: — February  23,  1848. 

Commissioners  have  received  and  had  under  consideration  a report 
Irom  their  inspector,  Mr.  Burke,  detailing  the  results  of  an  investigation  which  he 
conducted  during  eight  days,  into  the  state  of  Kilkenny  workhouse,  and  into  the 
management  of  Kilkenny  Union,  by  the  Board  of  Guardians.  The  Commissioners 
have  likewise  received  from  Mr.  Burke  a copy  of  the  evidence  on  which  his  report 
was  founded.  1 

As  the  investigation  was  public,  and  lasted  during  so  long  a period,  the  Guar- 
dians will  probably  be  prepared  for  the  impression  which  the  report  and  the 
evidence  have  made  upon  the  minds  of  the  Commissioners.  It  appears  to  the 
Commissioners  that  notwithstanding  the  valuable  services  of  individual  Guardians, 
the  management  of  the  Guardians  as  a Board  has  been  defective  in  every  depart- 
ment of  their  duties;  in  the  collection  of  the  rates,  in  the  superintendence  of  the 
woikhouse,  and  in  the  distribution  of  relief,  and  on  the  whole,  the  Commissioners 
mve  deemed  it  advisable  that  an  Order  should  be  issued  for  the  dissolution  of  the 
Kilkenny  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  transmit  herewith  to  the  Guardians  a copy  of  Mr.  Burke’s 
report.  But  at  the  same  time  they  deem  it  right  to  state  that  the  main  point 
which  has  influenced  the  Commissioners  in  deciding  to  dissolve  the  Board  is  the 
very  unsatisfactory  and  embarrassed  condition  of  the  finances  of  Kilkenny 
Union.  J 

„ £,fPPeaoS7  th&\  0n  the  Slst  ultimo’  the  debts  of  tIie  Union  amounted  to 
a oao  , 3 011  the  ?5th  instant,  the  date  of  Mr.  Burke’s  report,  no  less 

than  39  Guardians  had  not  paid  the  current  rate.  Mr.  Burke  acquaints  the  Com- 
missioners that  some  of  these  Guardians  had  told  him  that  they  had  not  been 
called  upon  to  pay ; . but  making  every  allowance  for  this  fact  the  Commissioners 
must  observe  that  it  was  a part  of  their  functions  as  Guardians  to  see  that  the 
collectors  did  their  duty  in  calling  upon  the  rate-payers  to  pay  the  rates  due  from 
each  respectively,  and  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  the  great  body  of  the  rate- 
payers would  promptly  discharge  their  legal 'liabilities,  while  rates  remained  unpaid 
by  as  many  as  39  Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  request  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  transact  business  as 
usaa*  a*  "" eif  n\eeting  to-morrow,  and  to  give  all  necessary  orders  for  the  due 
rehef  of  destitution  during,  the  next  week.  The  order  for  the  dissolution  of  the 
Board  or  Guardians  will  be  issued  by  to-morrow  evening’s  post;  and  the  Commis- 
sioners will  proceed  with  the  least  possible  delay  to  appoint  paid  officers  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  the  Union.  j rr  r t> 

3 B 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  8,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  3rd  instant,  and  the  Circular  of  the  26th 
October,  1847,  enclosed  therein,  with  which  we  have  been  honoured,  we  beg  to 
submit  to  the  Commissioners  the  following  report,  detailing  such  state  as  we 
found  the  affairs  of  Kilkenny  Union  in ; the  steps  we  have  as  yet  taken ; and 
our  views  as  to  the  future  management  of  the  workhouse  and  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Union. 

Upon  our  first  examination  of  the  workhouse  and  adjoining  grounds,  we  were 
struck  by  the  unmistakeable  evidence  which  was  everywhere  presented  of  loosened 
discipline.  The  neglected  and  much-trampled  garden  plots,  the  walks  ill-cared 
for,  full  of  water-pools,  the  land  (capable  of  being  made  a nice  kitchen-garden) 
lying  idle,  the  yards  badly  kept,  and  in  many  places  filthy ; and  especially  the 
number  of  men,  of  all  ages,  lounging  lazily  about,  told  of  habitual  absence  of 
supervision ; nor  do  these  remarks  upon  the  general  condition  of  the  yards,  &c., 
apply  to  those  near  the  house  only,  but  also  to  those  attached  to  other  houses  held 
by  the  Guardians,  and  to  the  fever  hospital,  to  a degree  especially  disgraceful.  So 
systematic  was  this  neglect,  that  we  have  been  informed  by  one  of  the  medical 
officers  (Dr.  Lawlor)  that  after  frequent  remark,  without  receiving  any  attention, 
,£  they  grew  tired  of  speaking  of  what  they  despaired  of  getting  remedied.” 

We  at  once  gave  directions  about  altering  this  state  of  things,  putting  certain 
portions  of  the  premises  under  the  care  of  certain  paupers,  and  giving  them  a power 
to  select  as  many  as  they  required  to  have  everything  neat  and  orderly,  made  each 
responsible  to  the  master  for  the  charge  thus  entrusted  to  him. 

For  the  first  few  days  it  was  plainly  difficult  to  move  the  mass  of  laziness  and 
inactivity,  and,  we  may  add,  insubordination;  but  by  determinedly  persevering  to 
have  done  certain  work  pointed  out,  a better  spirit  is  showing  itself. 

It  shall  receive  our  immediate  and  constant  attention  to  have  a neat  appearance 
in  the  workhouse  grounds,  and  cleanliness  and  order  exist  on  the  premises. 

A variety  of  matters  came  under  our  notice,  the  results  of  supervision  referred 
to ; thus,  the  houses  attached  to  the  probationary  wards  were  crammed  full  of 
clothes  which  had  been  taken  from  those  who  had  died  in  the  workhouse  or  were 
still  therein.  Not  only  was  robbery,  as  we  were  informed,  frequent  here,  but  the 
state  of  these  houses,  from  the  quantities  of  badly-cleansed  clothing,  was  such  as 
to  make  entrance  absolutely  impossible  to  us. 

Bundles  of  such  clothing  we  found  also  in  the  matron’s  store,  these  were 
clean  and  awaited  condemnation,  being  charged  against  the  master  in  the  clothing 
books. 

Again,  all  through  the  house  we  found  quantities  of  glass  broken  in  the  win- 
dows, the  lanterns  in  the  dormitories  mere  skeletons,  injuries  to  the  roof  not 
repaired,  and  a variety  of  other  matters,  of  more  or  less  importance,  which  never 
should  have  been  allowed  to  remain  so  a second  week. 

Upon  such  as  appeared  to  be  of  an  urgent  nature,  we  issued  immediate  orders, 
but  do  not  expect  a general,  change  for  the  better  until  an  efficient  master  be  got. 

In  continuation  of  this  line  of  observation  we.  may  here  remark  on  the  contrast 
presented  by  the  inmates  on  the  male  and  female  sides  of  the  house. 

The  day-room  of  the  former  is  a disgusting  sight,  the  paupers  noisy  and  turbu- 
lent, crowded,  young  and  old,  about  the  fire-place,  their  clothing,  in  many 
instances,  torn  and  ragged,  their  linen  dirty,  even  filthy,  as  may  be  conceived  when 
we  learned  many  had  not  changed  for  two  weeks  and  longer. 

To  enumerate  the  employment  and  training  at  the  male  side  : a tailor  is  receiving 
12s.  a- week  salary*  and  with  him.  about  a dozen  boys  are  occupied ; a shoemaker 
receives  a like  sum.  one  man  (a  pauper)  and  about  eight  boys  are  at  work ; about 
half  a dozen  are  engaged  pounding  the  limestone  of  the  neighbourhood  for  scouring 
id  the  house  ; one  man,  a journeyman  and  two  boys  (all  paupers)  are  engaged  at 
the  carpenters  workshop  ; and  a weaver,  receiving  a certain  sum  per  yard  for  the 
produce  of  his  loom,  which  is  used  in  the  house.  This  completes  an  account  of 
the  occupation  at  the  male  side. 

With  much  satisfaction  we  found  a,  wide  difference  among  the  females : 21 
spinning  wheels  are  at  work  ; knitting  is  busily  carried  on,  and  those  not  thus 
engaged  among  the  able-bodied  women,  are  making  up  clothing ; in  fact,  except 
the  nurses,  the  convalescents,  who  very  judiciously  have  a portion  of  the  room 
appropriated  to  themselves,  and  do  not  mix  among  the  employed,  and  the 
very  aged,  of  whom  there  are  but  few,  no  female  pauper  is  unoccupied.  In  the 
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employments  above  mentioned,  the  laundry,  kitchen,  and  care  of  the  dormitories,  Kilkenny  Union. 

all  are  engaged.  We  feel  bound  to  express  our  conviction  that  a state  of 

things  so  satisfactory  is  apparently  attributable  to  the  care  and  attention  of  the 

matron,  Mrs.  M'Quade,  for  whom,  too,  the  paupers  evidently  entertain  a feeling  of 

respect. 

We  feel  that  while  immediate  steps  must  be  taken  to  put  an  end  to  the  dis- 
graceful sloth  which  has  been  permitted  to  grow  upon  the  men  and  boys  in  the 
house,  that  little  interference  is  requisite  with  the  females. 

The  next  point  to  which  we  would  advert  as  claiming  attention,  is  the  condition 
of  the  schools  and  the  children  therein  ; and  here  it  may  be  well  to  notice  a cir- 
cumstance in  connexion  with  them,  which  belongs  to  a class  of  evils  in  the 
arrangements  of  the  house,  that  it  will  be  our  duty  to  deal  with  as  soon  as  suffi- 
cient funds  come  into  our  hands. 

Along  the  front  wall  of  the  main  building,  and  immediately  over  the  line  of 
windows  of  both  school-rooms,  are  sheds,  of  little  advantage,  that  we  can  see, 
but  of  positive  injury  to  the  children,  excluding  the  entrance  of  the  cheerful 
sunlight  into  the  rooms,  darkening  them  considerably,  and  so  preventing  the 
enjoyment  of  light  so  necessary  to  the  proper  growth  of  the  young,  and  causing, 
we  are  syre,  these  apartments  to  be  of  a much  lower  temperature  than  they  would 
otherwise  he. 

Between  the  male  and  female  schools,  too,  a marked  difference  exists. 

In  the  latter,  the  children  who  are  of  a sufficient  age  are  engaged  at  neat  work, 
stockings,  collars,  and  such  articles  of  ladies’  dress ; others  at  making  up  clothing, 
and  some  knitting. 

The  children  generally  present  a cheerful,  contented  appearance,  the  apparent 
result  of  occupation  judiciously  diversified  so  as  to  make  it  pleasant  to  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  boys  cannot  but  appear  unhappy  ; a large  number  have 
sore  feet  or  itch,  and  the  medical  officers  state  that  their  orders  in  reference  to  the 
treatment  thereof  have  not  been  attended  to.  We  think  it  needless  to  speak  at 
any  length  of  the  boys’  school,  as  the  present  schoolmaster  is  obviously  an  incom- 
petent officer,  and  he  having  resigned,  an  opportunity  offers  of  arranging  a different 
system  and  carrying  it  out  under  his  successor. 

We  find  the  provision  stores  of  the  house  under  the  superintendence  of  Alicia 
Phelan,  who  appears  among  the  list  of  officers  designated  “Nurse.” 

The  whole  system  in  connexion  with  the  stores  appears  to  be  a lax  one,  as  may 
be  conceived  when  we  state  the  following  facts,  having  reference  to  the  entering 
up  of  the  important  accounts: — Forms  11  and  12,  the  Provision  Check  and  Pro- 
vision Receipt  and  Consumption  Accounts,  and  to  the  number  of  paupers  charged 
as  consuming  food  in  the  former  account. 

We  have  learned  that  this  book  (Forms  1 1 and  12)  is  kept  by  a young  man  who 
appears  to  he  assistant  both  to  the  clerk  and  to  the  master,  as  m entering  up  this 
book  he  is  doing  the  duty  of  the  latter,  although  the  clerk,  having  him  as  an 
assistant,  relies  upon  his  entries  in  this  same  book  as  correct. 

As  it  is  well  known  that  the  several  numbers  entered  as  those  of  the  classes  in 
the  house  are  not  the  real  numbers  therein,  the  mode  adopted  to  make  the 
amount  at  foot  of  Form  11  and  carried  on  to  Form  12,  appear  as  the  quantity 
of  food  really  consumed  by  the  numbers  in  the  house,  is  by  deducting  from  the 
foot  of  Form  11  the  quantities  of  provisions  found  to  remain  after  all  in  the 
house  are  fed.  We  purpose  remodelling  the  entire  present  arrangements  as  to 
the  stores.  We  believe  Miss  Phelan,  an  intelligent  and  respectable  officer,  could 
be  very  usefully  employed  as  assistant  to  the  matron,  and  that  the  care  of  the 
stores  and  hooks  connected  therewith  could  be  otherwise  and  more  judiciously 
conducted.  * 

But  this  is  a matter  for  future  consideration  and  decision. 

In  the  house  arrangements  of  the  hospital,  which  is  under  the  care  of  nurse 
Haw,  we  found  much  untidiness. 

The  arrangements  in  connexion  with  requisitions  have  been  also  unsatisfactory, 
but  having  represented  to  the  medical  officers  that  we  looked  to  them  for  the 
exercise  of  their  attention,  by  the  performance  of  the  duties  prescribed  to  them  as 
officers,  to  prevent  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  Union,  and.having  met  from  these 
gentlemen  in  this,  as  in  all  other  matters  in  which  we  consulted  them,  the  utmost 
readiness  to  carry  out  our  views,  we  trust  that  matters  will  be  better  arranged  for 
the  future.  _ ■ 

With  reference  to  the  fever  hospital,  of  which  the  Union  occupies  but  a part, 
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and  to  tlie  several  fever  hospitals  established  in  various  divisions  of  the  Union,  we 
have  not  as  yet  obtained  such  information  as  would  call  for  a report. 

An  useful  arrangement  has  been  made  by  the  occupancy  of  a house  (formerly  a 
Magdalene  Asylum),  as  a convalescent  ward  for  fever  patients : it  contains  at 
present  about  35  patients. 

A large  concern  (formerly  a brewery)  lias  been  used  as  an  auxiliary  workhouse, 
and  is  now  used  as  a dormitory  for  boys;  it  is  but  indifferently  suited  for  any  pur- 
pose we  could  make  of  it,  but  it  may  serve  as  a dormitory  for  about  300  persons* 
and  so  relieve  the  pressure,  should  the  workhouse  be  generally  accepted  by  the 
able-bodied  previously  on  the  out-door  relief  lists.  At  present,  with  the  intention 
of  pushing  this  test  as  far  as  we  can,  we  have  put  150  children  to  sleep  there* 
and  so  relieved  the  workhouse. 

In  concluding  our  remarks  upon  the  house,  we  have  to  remark  that  many 
matters  in  connexion  with  the  sanitary  arrangements  will,  from  time  to  time,  call 
for  alteration.  The  sewerage  is  palpably  faulty ; we  have  taken  steps  to  have  an 
arrangement,  previously  entered  into  with  the  Waterford  and  Kilkenny  Railway 
Company,  having  i*eference  to  this  important  matter,  carried  into  immediate  effect. 
Sleeping  galleries,  of  which  we  highly  disapprove,  have  been  erected  in  two  of  the 
principal  dormitories.  The  ventilation,  too,  may  evidently  be  improved  ; indeed, 
if  funds  were  in  our  hands  to  effect  some  desirable  changes,  much  could  be  done  to. 
increase  the  healthiness  and  convenience  of  the  workhouse. 

We  have  to  reiterate  our  previously-expressed  opinion,  tliat  the  very  unsatisfac- 
tory condition  in  which  we  found  matters  is,  to  a great  extent,  traceable  to  a want 
of  active  and  energetic  superintendence.  We  have  strong  hopes  that  a new  and 
effective  staff  of  officers,  viz.,  master,  porter,  schoolmaster,  and  assistant  schoolmis- 
tress (with  such  additions  as  we  may  hereafter  see  prudent  to  make),  will  exercise, 
under  our  care,  an  active  proper  conduct  of  the  establishment. 

We  cannot  use  language  sufficiently  strong  to  express  our  conviction  of  the 
wanton  lavish  expenditure  under  the  out-door  relief  system  in  this  Union.  The 
evidence  recently  taken  before  Mr.  Inspector  Burke  prepared  us  for  the  manner  in 
which  the  funds  of  the  Union  have  been  spent.  As  we  shall  make  a detailed 
report  hereafter  of  our  progress  in  putting  this  system  upon  a legal  footing,  we 
shall  content  ourselves  now  by  mentioning  to  the  Commissioners  some  facts  which 
have  been  brought  under  our  notice  by  the  relieving  officers  among  the  applications 
for  relief. 


1.  Of  an  able-bodied  labourer,  having  work,  came  to  the  relieving  officer  to  seek 
relief,  and  grounded  his  application  upon  the  fact  of  his  wages  being  insufficient  to 
support  those  dependent  on  him.  This  statement  was  not  to  be  doubted  when 
it  was  ascertained  that  the  remuneration  he  received  for  a day’s  work  was  his  food 
and  one  penny ! 

2.  01  an  able-bodied  labourer  in  the  employment  of  a member  of  the  late  Board  • 
the  relieving  officer’s  statement  was  that  this  Guardian  forced  the  man’s  name 
upon  the  books  for  out-door  relief,  saying  to  the  Board,  that  he  being  a heavy  rate- 
payer the  favour  was  due  to  him. 

The  effect  of  applying  the  workhouse  test  to  the  able-bodied  applying  for  relief 
appears  in  the  following : — ° 

3.  Being  engaged  on  Monday,  the  6th  instant,  until  a late  hour  in  the  evenino- 
adjudicating  upon  applications  from  the  Kilkenny  division  alone,  we  admitted  to. 
the  house 


68  men, 

87  women,  and 
170  children. 


Upon  making  inquiry  the  following  morning  how  many  had  availed  themselves  of 
this  relief,  we  found  that 


7 men, 

5 women,  and 
3 children. 


only  had  entered  the  house. 

We  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  importance  of  freeing  the  Union  from  its  present 
position  of  embarrassment  and  difficulty,  and  with  this  feeling  are  determined 
to  use  every  power  we  possess  to  procure  the  immediate  collection  of  the  rate 
outstanding. 

With  this  object,  and  to  encourage  the  friendly  disposition  existing  among  the 
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rate-payers  towards  the  management  of  a paid  Board  of  the  Union,  we  have  acted 
upon  a valuable  suggestion  of  Mr.  Burke,  and  having  first  submitted  the  draft  to 
him,  and  received  his  approval  of  it,  have  published  an  address,  in  which  we  appeal 
to  the  common  sense  of  the  rate-payers  to  pay  up  their  rates,  and  so  enable  us  to 
act  freely,  not  hampered  by  the  present  position  of  the  Union. 

We  have  also  called  the  attention  of  the  collectors  to  the  state  of  their  col- 
lections ; and  finding  that  three,  who  should  have  attended  on  Monday  for  the 
examination  ot  their  accounts,  did  not  do  so,  and  that  this  negligence  was  fre- 
quent, we  took  the  opportunity  of  impressing  by  circular  upon  all  the  necessity 
ot  the  punctual  discharge  of  this  important  duty,  and  our  determination  to  deal 
summarily  with  any  officer  trifling  with  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners  and  of 
the  Board. 

In  this  department,  as  in  most  elsewhere  in  this  Union,  indifference  to  duty  had 
grown  into  a habit. 

II  proper  diligence  were  used  in  bringing  in  the  rate,  the  whole  outstanding 
debt  could  speedily  be  liquidated,  and  sufficient  would  still  remain  of  the  present 
rate  to  give  time  for  consideration  before  another  should  be  made.  The  present 
amount  ot  old  cheques  outstanding  is  1453/.  19s.  2 d.;  upon  the  1st  of  March  the 
other  liabilities  of  the  Union  amounted  to  1890/. ; these  sums  being  met,  a balance 
would  remain  of  the  present  rate  of,  say  11,000/.,  of  which,  we  fear,  a considerable 
portion  will  not  be  available. 

We  purpose  watching  for  a week  or  two  the  progress  of  collection,  urged  on 
as  it  has  been,  and  in  the  meantime  taking  steps  to  prevent  irregularities  now  in 
this  department. 

An  arrangement  had  been  made  with  the  Treasurer,  by  which  the  cheques  to 
the  clerks  and  relieving  officers  are  first  met.  As  certain  persons,  such  as  milk- 
venders,  workmen,  &c.,  must  be  paid  in  cash,  it  has  been  the  habit  to  grant  a 
cheque  for  30/.  and  upward  to  tne  clerk,  to  pay  “ sundry  small  bills.”  We  need 
not  say  how  much  we  disapprove  of  this  irregularity,  which  the  state  of  the  finances 
has  produced. 

It  was  the  just  intention  of  the  late  Board,  that  when  the  cheques  above 
named  were  met,  that  the  balance  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  should  be  expended  in 
paying  off  the  old  cheques,  the  oldest  being  first  met. 

It  has  been  said,  however,  that  in  the  payment  of  these  old  cheques  a pre- 
ference lias  sometimes  been  giveu  to  particular  persons,  holders  of  cheques  of  a 
date  later  than  others  unpaid. 

To  end  a system  which  has  been  of  great  loss  to  the  Union,  shall  receive  our 
anxious  efforts. 

The  present  condition  of  the  rate  books  calls  for  revision. 

We  do  not  think  it  prudent  to  contemplate  a re-valuation  of  the  whole  Union 
at  present,  on  account  of  the  expense  of  such  a step,  the  want  of  time,  and  pruden- 
tial reasons,  but  we  do  think  some  arrangement  is  necessary,  not  only  to  put  a stop 
to  the  present  system  of  appeals  before  the  assistant- barrister  at  sessions,  and  law 
costs  of  defending  such  suits,  but  more  particularly  to  have  books  so  important, 
not  the  grossly  incorrect  documents  they  now  are. 

The  difficulty  of  closing  collectors’  warrants  correctly  is  obvious,  as  long  as 
these  books  are  so  incorrect,  and  the  loss  yearly  to  the  Union  must  be  very  great 
.when  it  is  considered  that  many  years  have  elapsed  since  these  books  were  made 
out,  that  few  alterations  have  been  made  in  them  since,  hut  that  many  changes 
have  taken  place  in  the  division  and  value  of  tenements. 

We  have  sought  the  advice  of  Mr.  Burke  on  this  subject,  previous  to  taking  any 
decided  step,  yet  feel  an  early  step  is  necessary. 

We  have  now  adverted,  to  each  department  of  the  Union,  and  as  far  as  present 
observation  has  permitted,  given  our  views  for  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
missioners. 

In  obedience  to  their  directions  we  shall,  from  week  to  week,  forward  an  account 
of  our  progress,  and  shall  look  with  anxiety  for  the  Commissioners’  opinion  upon 
our  acts  in  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  us. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  14,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  report  of  the  8th 
instant,  on  the  state  in  which  on  your  appointment  you  found  the  workhouse  of 


Kilkenny  Union. 
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Kilkenny  Union  and  its  auxiliary  buildings,  the  administration  of  out-door  relief, 
the  collection  of  the  rate,  the  debts  of  the 'Union,  and  the  rate-books. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  express  their  thanks  for  this  report,  which  so  amply 
supplies  information  on  all  objects  of  importance  to  be  considered  in  providing 
for  a better  administration  of  the  Poor  Relief  Acts  in  the  Union. 

They  request  you  to  proceed  as  proposed  to  provide  proper  persons  for  the 
duties  of  master,  porter,  schoolmaster,  and  assistant  schoolmistress  ; and  that  in 
making  arrangements  for  the  maintenance  of  discipline,  order,  and  cleanliness  in 
the  workhouse,  you  will  make  such  changes  in  the  assistants  as  may  appear  neces- 
sary for  securing  a due  observance  of  the  regulations. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  a close  examination  into  the  relieving  officers 
hooks,  and  the  fitness  of  each  of  these  officers  ; they  also  recommend,  that  as  soon 
as  your  attention  can  be  given  to  the  relief  districts,  you  should  visit  the  relief 
stations,  that  you  may  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  recipients  of  relief  already 
on  the  books.  For  this  object  the  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  make  an 
allowance  sufficient  to  defray  the  weekly  expense  that  may  be  incurred  for  convey- 
ances, as  soon  as  the  amount  can  be  averaged. 

Your  particular  attention  should  also  be  given  to  the  state  of  the  collectors 
hooks,  and  the  fitness  of  each  of  the  persons  employed  in  this  important  branch 
of  the  Union  business ; also  the  arrears  due,  and  the  proceedings  to  be  taken 
for  recovery  of  them,  in  respect  to  which  the  Commissioners  desire  to  refer  to 
their  circular  which  was  issued  with  their  order  of  the  25th  October  last,  to  point 
out  the  several  means  for  recovery  of  rates  due  by  occupiers;  also  to  their 
circular  of  the  14th  January  last,  stating  the  modes  of  proceeding  against  imme- 
diate lessors. 

The  Commissioners  observe  that  a person  is  employed  to  keep  the  accounts  of 
both  the  clerk  and  master.  They  approve  of  your  terminating  so  injudicious  an 
arrangement ; and  request  you  to  provide  for  the  efficient  performance  of  the  several 
executive  duties  committed  to  your  management. 

With  respect  to  the  rate-books,  they  recommend  you  to  make  the  collectors 
available  as  far  as  possible  for  obtaining  information  as  to  existing  occupiers, 
tenements,  and  immediate  lessors ; much  will  also  depend  in  the  efficiency  of  the 
clerk,  whose  duty  it  is  to  record  all  information  necessary  for  the  new  rate ; and 
you  will  necessarily  require  a person  of  experience,  integrity,  and  intelligence  to 
revise  the  valuation  where  changes  affecting  the  value  of  particular  holdings  have 
•occurred. 


The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  16,  1848. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  14th 
instant,  and  rejoice  to  learn  our  views  in  reference  to  the  management  of  such 
departments  of  this  Union  as  we  have  expressed  an  opinion  upon  have  met  the 
approval  of  the  Commissioners. 

We  think  it  needless  upon  the  present  occasion  to  do  more  than  advert  to  such 
particular  subjects  as  we  feel  call  for  special  remark  upon  our  parts ; and  in 
reference  to  minutes  of  proceeding  of  the  9th  instant,  to  state  that  we  thought  it 
desirable  to  interest  fully  and  sincerely  in  the  business  of  the  house  that  intelligent 
officer,  the  present  matron,  and  accordingly  have  recommended  the  addition  of  10£. 
to  her  yearly  salary. 

As  in  an  establishment  so  extensive  as  this  the  duties  of  matron  must,  to  a great 
extent,  consist  in  supervision  and  direction,  we  have  considered  it  desirable  that 
Miss  Alicia  Phelan  should  be  transferred  to  the  assistance  of  the  matron ; and 
while  we  believe  a means  will  thus  be  given  to  the  latter  officer  of  giving  a more 
extended  care  to  the  condition  of  the  charge  intrusted  to  her,  we  feel  little  doubt 
that  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  new  assistant  will  he  carefully  performed. 

The  care  of  the  stores  has  been  given  to  a man  lately  a pauper  in  the  house, 
and  reduced  to  that,  condition  through  ill  health.  Bearing  a very  good  character 
in  the  house,  and  producing  satisfactory  testimonials  as  to  his  previous  life,  he 
seemed  to  us  from  his  long  presence  as  assistant  in  the  care  of  the  stores  to  be 
worthy  to  be  put  upon  a small  salary,  and  thus  given  an  interest  in  the  careful 
discharge  of  his  duty. 

We  trust  these  steps  in  carrying  out  our  views,  as  stated  in  our  report  of 
the  8th  instant,  will  be  conducive  to  the  efficient  working  of  the  house  manage- 
ment. 
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We  also  hope  that  a satisfactory  result  will  follow  our  application  to  the 
National  Board  of  Education  for  a schoolmaster,  and  will  be  very  careful  in  the 
selection  of  a man  of  good  character  and  apparent  competency  for  the  office  of 
porter. 

We  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  our  selection  as  master  and  assistant  school- 
mistress will  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  house. 

The  change  we  have  made  in  the  rations  for  officers  seemed  called  for ; the 
previous  arrangement  was  obviously  an  absurb  one,  as  the  greater  part  of  the 
provisions  was  not  used  by  some  officers  to  whom  they  were  dispensed. 

In  reference  to  Patrick  O’Gorman  (master),  with  regard  to  whom  you  express, 
in  your  communication  of  the  14th  instant,  the  Commissioners’  intention  to  issue 
an  order  for  his  dismissal,  we  think  it  an  act  of  justice  to  state,  he  has  furnished  a 
return  of  the  quantity  of  provisions  deducted  by’hiin  from  the  foot  of  the  Provision 
Check  Account  as  not  having  been  consumed  by  the  numbers  alleged  to  be  in  the 
house.  The  value  of  the  provisions  thus  deducted  amounts  by  this  return,  which 
is  made  up  to  the  23rd  week  of  the  present  half-year  (the  week  ending  4th  March 
instant),  to  331/.  15s.  1 \d.  He  has  given  this  with  the  object  of  showing  that  if 
a large  number  of  persons  were  stated  to  be  in  the  house  who  were  not  so,  that  he 
did  not  charge  as  consumed  provisions  for  the  entire  number  entered. 

Thomas  Ryan,  who  has  been  appointed  master,  has  been  engaged  with  the 
present  master  since  Monday  morning  taking  stock.  It  will  be  for  the  Commis- 
sioners to  say  when  that  person  will  commence  pay  as  master,  as  O’ Gorman  is 
manifestly  the  officer  to  be. recognized  until  his  dismissal. 

In  reference  to  the  collection  of  rates,  we  have  thought  it  necessary  to  recom- 
mend the  dismissal  of.  the  collector  in  whose  district  the  collection  has  been 
apparently  the  most  neglected  in  the  Union,  and  who  seemed  to  us  to  have  taken 
no  trouble  to  carry  out  the  directions  we  had  specially  and  strenuously  imposed 
upon  him.  Thus,  upon  the  2nd  March,  the  progress  made  by  the  several  collectors 
was  in  the  following  per  centage,  viz.,  84,  7 1£,  52,  51i,  40i,  384,  37,  and  (Grace) 
284.  His  attention  was  immediately  and  forcibly  called  to  the  state  of  his 
collection,  and  in  a few  days  the  circular,  a copy  of  which  was  inserted  in  the 
minutes  of  the  6th  instant,  was  addressed  to  him  in  common  with  the  other 
collectors. 

Upon  his  attendance  for  examination  of  his  books  upon  the  following  day  (the 
7th  instant),  at  our  desire  he  made  out  a list  of  the  10  highest  rate-payers  in  each 
of  his  divisions  whose  rates  were  still  unpaid,  and  received  our  particular  directions 
that  these  sums  should  be  paid,  proceedings  taken,  or  some  reason  given  for  his 
not  having,  done  so. 

Upon  his  next  attendance,,  the  balances  remaining  unpaid,  amount  of  the  rates 
of  these  10  persons,,  and  the  amount  collected  out  of  that  amount,  were  as 
follows : — 


Freshford 

Tullaroan 

Clomanta. 


£1257  12  84 
502  13  71. 
454  10  74 


£262  16:  3. 
110  2 0 
130  16>  7 


£0  0 0 
20  1 5 4 
6 2 lli 


Total 


2214  16  lli  512  14  10  26  4 5 


For- having  done  so  little  to  get  in  this  large  sum,  .5I2£  14s.  10c/.,  he  gave  us 
no  satisfactory  reason. 

The  total  amount  of  his  collection  for  the  week  ending  14th  March,  notwith- 
standing our  urgent  directions,  was  115/.  12s.  3d.,  less  than  his  previous  week’s 
collection  by  60/. 

We  have  advertized  for  a successor,  as  2099/.  4s.  8i c/.  remains  uncollected  of  the 
3358/.  13s.  64c/.,  upon  the  electoral  divisions  in  his  districts. 

A disposition  to  urge  on  the  collection  appears  more  or  less-  strong  in  the  other 
collectors,  and  we  hope  that  this  example  of  our  determination  to  deal  promptly 
with  such  as  neglect  their  duty,  will  act  both  upon  the  collectors  and  on  those 
rate-payers  who  have  long  expected  and  received  indulgence  in  the  payment  of 
their  rates.  The  information  we  continue  to  receive  of  the  state  of  the  present 
rate  books  has  fully  impressed  us  with  the  necessity'  of  allowing  no  further  delay 
to  take  place  in  commencing  an  attempt  to  revise  them,  and  we  feel  great  pleasure 
in  learning  that  the  Commissioners  think  that  a person  will  be  required  to  take  the 
care  of  the  valuation  of  the  Union. 
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We  feel  we  would  be  concurrent  parties  to  a great  injustice  by  perpetuating  an 
arrangement  acting  so  unfairly. 

The  wrong  to  individuals  is  manifold,  to  the  Union  considerable  : thus,  cases 
exist  where  persons  are  rated  for  greater  quantities  of  land  than  they  hold,  and 
also  of  valuable  premises  having  been  raised  upon  the  sites  of  poor  tenements  for 
the  ratings  of  which  only  they  are  liable. 

We  would  respectfully  ask  of  the  Commissioners,  upon  a perusal  of  the  above* 
statement,  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  sending  down  two  or  more 
competent  persons  who  would  at  once  commence  a revision  of  different  portions 
of  the  Union. 

"We  think  it  well  to  suggest  such  a step  as  the  evil  is  very  great,  and  as  so 
extensive  an  Union,  in  which  there  is  so  much  to  have  examined  and  corrected, 
could  not  be  revised  by  one  person  in  a sufficiently  short  time. 

The  necessity  of  retaining,  as  relieving  officers  especially,  only  persons  who 
possess  a blameless  character  for  morality  and  propriety,  is  evident.  We  were 
anxious,  therefore,  to  obtain  some  information  in  reference  to  rumours  which  had 
reached  us  as  to  the  unfitness  for  the  office  of  one  relieving  officer,  and  sought 
to  ascertain  if  cause  existed  for  believing  this  person  unfit  to  hold  such  office. 
We  have  learned  sufficient,  we  think,  to  warrant  us  in  suggesting  to  him  the 
propriety  of  sending  in  his  resignation  if  he  be  conscious  his  conduct  could  not 
bear  investigation. 

W e would  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  unsatisfactory 
arrangements  in  reference  to  the  fever  hospital  situated  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  workhouse. 

It  is  now  partly  occupied  by  the  Union  and  its  officers,  and  partly  by  the 
Governors  of  the  County  and  City  Fever  Hospital,  and  a staff  supported  by 
them.  This  arrangement  has  produced  an  unsatisfactory  community  to  some 
extent  of  property,  but  a division  of  blame.  The  yards  and  out  premises  we  found 
much  neglected  and  even  filthy,  and  excuses  were  ready  attributing  the  blame  in 
most  cases  to  the  governor’s  servants. 

The  building  was  originally  the  County  and  City  Fever  Hospital,  and  in 
consequence  of  want  of  funds  on  the  part  of  the  governors,  a portion  was  given 
up  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  a yearly  rent  of  51.,  which  is  paid  to  the 
governors. 

It  was  used  subsequently,  not  only  by  the  governors  and  by  the  Guardians,  but 
also  by  the  Relief  Committee — (see  statement  in  Guardians’  minutes  of  28tli 
October,  1847). 

It  appears  that  after  much  discussion  between  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the 
Relief  Committee,  and  the  Board  of  Health,  it  was  finally  decided  by  the  letter  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  21st  December,  1847,  that  the  Fever  Hospital  was 
to  be  under  the  management  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

We  recur  to  this  matter  as  stock  is  now  being  taken  and  a disposition  has  been 
evinced  on  the  part  of  “ the  Relief  Committee,”  who  profess  to  be  in  existence 
under  the  denomination  of  the  “ Kilkenny  Hospital  Committee,”  to  claim  aright 
of  ownership  in  the  sheeting,  bedding,  &c.,  placed  in  the  Fever  Hospital  by  the 
Relief  Committee. 

We  would  wish  to  receive  the  directions  of  the  Commissioners  in  this  matter, 
more  particularly  as  regards  coffins,  of  which  there  are  many  on  the  premises  and 
which  are  now  delivered  by  the  (Union)  matron  of  the  hospital,  Mrs.  Mary 
Hamilton,  upon  the  orders  of  some  members  of  the  Hospital  Committee  and  its 
clerk. 

In  reference  to  this  matter  we  have  just  received  a letter,  of  which  a copy  is 
appended.  We  have  stated  in  reply  that  we  have  referred  the  matter  to  the 
Commissioners  for  instructions. 

We  would  wish  you  would  be  so  good  as  to  state  if  the  Relief  Committee  still 
really  exists  in  the  Union,  or  if  the  one  previously  in  existence  has  been  dissolved, 
and  if  we  are  justified  in  handing  over  to  them  the  property  they  claim 

A question  has  arisen  as  to  the  right  of  members  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians 
to  continue  members  of  Relief  Committees,  they  having  become  such  as  Poor 
Caw  Commissioners. 

. As  our  opinion  has  been  questioned,  we  seek  the  decision  of  the  Commis- 
^loners. 
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Enclosure. 

Mr.  Brenan  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — March  16, 1848. 

Mr.  William  Lanigan  has  handed  me  a copy  of  a resolution  which  purports  to  have 
formed  a part  of  your  proceedings  on  yesterday  the  15th  instant,  ordering  Mrs.  Hamilton, 
chief  nurse  of  fever  hospital,  not  to  give  coffins  or  any  other  property  now  under  her  charge  to 
any  person  except  upon  the  order  of  Mr.  Thomas  Ryan,  master  of  the  workhouse. 

In  reply  to  this  I am  instructed  by  the  Relief  Committee  to  inform  you  that  there  are  many 
articles  at  the  fever  hospital  which  are  still  their  property,  amongst  the  rest  all  the  coffins  in 
the  dead  and  clothes  house. 

This  information  you  will  find  correct,  as  no  coffins  were  ever  sent  over  from  the  workhouse 
until  a death  or  deaths  took  place.  You  will  please  cause  the  key  of  the  dead-house  to  be 
handed  over  by  Mrs.  Hamilton  to  Mrs.  Harvey,  the  person  selected  by  us  to  take  charge  of 
our  property. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  20,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  report  of  the  16th  instant, 
received  on  Saturday  last,  relating  to  the  Kilkenny  Union,  and  they  desire  me  to 
state  that  they  approve  the  proposed  increase  in  the  salary  of  the  matron  of  the 
workhouse,  and  the  employment  of  Alicia  Phelan  as  her  assistant. 

The  Commissioners  generally  object  to  the  appointment  of  persons  who  have 
been  paupers  in  a workhouse  as  paid  officers  of  the  house,  but  under  the  circum- 
stances you  mention,  and  having  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  duty  to  be  performed, 
the  Commissioners  will  not  decline  to  sanction  the  employment  of  the  person  to 
whom  you  refer  as  storekeeper  at  the  salary  proposed.  The  Commissioners  have 
at  the  same  time  to  observe,  that  every  pauper  inmate  of  a workhouse  should  be 
employed  in  such  work  as  he  may  be  best  capable  of  performing,  and  that  he  is 
bound  to  give  the  Union  the  full  benefit  of  his  services  without  any  extra  remu- 
neration. 

The  Commissioners  have  read  your  observations  with  respect  to  Mr.  O’Gorman, 
the  late  master  of  the  workhouse,  but  they  do  not  deem  the  circumstances  set 
forth  to  he  sufficient  to  warrant  them  in  withholding  the  order  which  has  been 
prepared  for  his  dismissal.  His  pay  must  cease  from  the  date  of  the  order,  and 
that  of  his  successor  may  then  commence. 

The  Commissioners  fully  approve  of  your  causing  the  most  vigorous  steps  to  be 
adopted  for  the  collection  of  the  poor-rates  in  the  Union.  They  trust  that  the 
example  afforded  by  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Grace  will  have  a beneficial  effect  upon 
the  rest  of  the  collectors  in  stimulating  them  to  a zealous  and  energetic  discharge 
of  their  duties. 

The  Commissioners  will  not,  object  to  the  appointment  of  two  persons  to  revise 
the  valuation  of  the  Union,  but  they  would  prefer  that  the  duty  should  be  dis- 
charged by  one  person  with  a view  to  the  preservation  of  greater  uniformity  in 
the  valuation.  The  Commissioners  are  not  at  present  able  to  comply  with  your 
request  to  appoint  two  persons  to  act  as  revisors,  and  they  must  rely  upon  your 
endeavours  to  obtain  the  services  of  a competent  person  or  persons  by  advertise- 
ment in  the  usual  manner. 

Tlie  Commissioners  are  prepared  at  once  to  dismiss  any  relieving  officer  who 
may  be  shown  to  be  unfit  for  the  office,  or  negligent  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties. 

As  regards  the  claims  for  the  Relief  Committee  for  Kilkenny,  constituted  under 
the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  I am  to  state  that  this  Committee  having  received  an 
order  to  provide  temporary  hospital  accommodation,  is  still  legally  in  existence  ; 
but  as  the  management  of  the  hospital  has  been  transferred  to  the  Board  ot 
Guardians,  the  Commissioners  consider  that  any  hospital  requisites  provided  by 
the  Committee  with  funds  advanced  by  the  Relief  Commissioners,  should  be  handed 
over  to  the  Vice-Guardians  for  the  use  of  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  request  to  be  informed  how  far  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
of  the  Relief  Committee  under  the  Fever  Acts  may  be  necessary  for  Kilkenny 
electoral  division ; also,  how  many  acting  members  of  it  have  not  been  elected 
Guardians. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  23,  1848. 

No  necessity  exists  for  lengthened  remarks  in  the  present  communication. 
In  the  house  the  keys  have  been  handed  to  the  new  master,  as  stock  has  been 

■ 3 C 
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taken.  The  Commissioners’  order  dismissing  the  previous  master  having  arrived 
Thomas  Ryan  is  now,  therefore,  in  charge  of  the  establishment. 

The  rates  are  not  returning  quite  as  large  an  amount  of  money  as  we  would 
desire,  but  considering  that  the  collection  of  the  present  rate  is  approaching  the 
close,  and  that  old  habits  have  formed  a large  class  unwilling  to  pay  until  com- 
pelled, against  whom  proceedings  have  been  in  many  cases  taken  by  summons, 
and  otherwise,  we  conceive  an  exertion  is  being  made  pretty  generally  by  the  col- 
lectors. 

We  continue  to  urge  upon  them  the  most  active  and  diligent  exertion. 

In  obedience  to  the  desire  of  the  Commissioners  we  have  advertised  for  persons 
qualified  to  undertake  forthwith  a revision  of  the  present  valuation  of  the  Union  ; 
and  in  order  to  have  preparation  made  for  the  commencement  of  this  task,  have 
called  by  public  notice  upon  all  having  cause  of  complaint  by  reason  of  excessive 
or  incorrect  valuation  to  send  in  statements  thereof  without  delay. 

Our  time  continues  to  be  much  engaged  with  the  out-door  relief  lists ; the  occu- 
pation in  this  respect  is  however  lessening,  as  the  previously  numerous  claims  from 
classes  not  legally  entitled  to  relief  are  diminishing  from  the  stringent  application 
of  the  workhouse  test. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  29,  1848. 

In  our  communication  of  the  8th  instant,  we  made  mention  of  the  absence 
of  anything  like  employment  among  the  great  body  of  the  male  inmates  of  the 
workhouse  of  this  Union. 

Anxious  as  we  were  to  alter  a state  of  things  so  disgraceful  and  injurious,  the 
occupation  consequent  upon  the  recent  changes  of  the  officers  of  the  house 
diverted  their  attention  from  the  matter,  and  with  us  the  ordinary  routine  of  busi- 
ness has  nearly  usurped  our  entire  time.  Upon  the  new  master  assuming  tile 
direction  of  the  establishment  we  gave  him  orders  to  take  early  steps  to  procure 
for  the  whole  of  the  able-bodied  men  some  description  of  occupation. 

A difficulty  at  once  presented  itself  in  the  want  of  tools  and  implements.  To 
avmd  the  delay  of  waiting  to  have  such  articles  as  were  required  made,  as  tliev 
should  be  here,  we  caused  inquiries  to  be  made  as  to  the  property  of  the  Board  of 
Works.  In  reference  to  this  matter,  we  would  call  your  attention  to  our  minute 
of  the  27th  instant;  the  subject  is  important,  the  more  so  now  as  great  insubor- 
dination has  within  the  last  few  days  manifested  itself  among  the  inmates  indeed 
to  so  great  an  extent  as  to  call  for  the  intervention  of  the  civil  power. 

The  necessity  of  giving  to  the  paupers  constant  occupation,  and  thus  preventing 
the  mischievous  results  of  idleness,  has  induced  us  to  believe  that  the  best  use  to 
which  the  land  attached  to  the  workhouse  could  be  put,  would  be  cultivation  as  a 
kitchen  garden ; this  description  of  cultivation  would  require  continual  attention 
and  thus  always  afford  employment  to  the  inmates.  To  conduct  this  work  would’ 
however,  require  the  close  superintendence  of  a competent  gardener,  whose  services 
could  be  put  to  other  use  on  the  premises  at  the  close  of  the  day.  If  this  sug- 
gestion be  approved  of  by  the  Commissioners,  we  would  seek  the  engagement  of 
some  competent  person.  b ° 

We  would  despair  of  having  the  directions  of  this  or  indeed  of  any  officer  carried 
out  unless  supported  by  sufficient  authority,  for  a depraved,  vicious  indolence  has 
smed  upon  the  male  inmates  With  the  evidence  of  this  daily  presented  to  us  we 
were  struck  with  the  value  of  a suggestion  of  Captain  Henry  Evans  (Inspector), 
to  adopt  a plan  tried  by  him  with  good  effect  at  the  Roscommon  Union,  of  haring 

fZT  tr&Z  Pr°ns  ‘mact  aS  hTe  ?°lice’  whose  duty  5t  would  **  to  enforce  the 
ordeis  of  the  house  officers  and  who  could  also  be  used  as  a night-watch  a 

proper  arrangement  for  which  is  much  needed  here.  Army  pensioned  could  with 
would  s!2eemP  °ye  “ th,S  “I®01*  ™d  fOT  a small  sum,  as  a salary! 

We  have  to  express  our  acknowledgments  of  the  valuable  advice  and  co- 
an?int°elli0gLceP  ’ “xiety t0  afford  us  the  aid  °f  his  experience 

Referring  to  your  communication,  dated  March  20th  instant,  we  have  to  state 

"nowers  of  your  inquiry,  “How  far  the  exercise  of  the 

powers  of  the  Relief  Committee  under  the  Fever  Acts,  may  be  necessary  for 
Kilkenny  electoral  division.  We  have  already  stated  in  our  communication-  of 
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the  16th  instant,  that  the  fever  hospital  for  the  district  for  which  the  committee  is  Kilkenny  Union, 
constituted,  is  under  the  management  of  the  Guardians. 

There  is  no  necessity  manifestly  for  the  existence  of  the  committee  for  any 
purpose  connected  with  this  hospital ; we  believe  the  hospital  can,  with  full  effect 
and  more  economy,  be  managed  as  a portion  of  the  workhouse,  and  under  the 
same  superintendence.  At  the  present  time,  moreover,  the  great  majority  of  cases 
in  the  hospital  come  direct  from  the  workhouse. 

But  Relief  Committees  possess  (under  10th  Viet.,  c.  22,)  powers  of  a very 
valuable  kind.  The  provisions  of  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  sections  of  the  above 
Act,  if  actively  exercised,  would  undoubtedly  be  productive  of  much  advantage. 

We  would  call  particular  attention  to  the  excellence  of  the  working  of  the  16th 
section,  which  provides  for  the  decent  and  proper  interment  of  persons  who  have 
died  of  epidemic  disease,  and  while  receiving  relief;  and  would  respectfully 
express  our  regret  that  the  existing  state  of  the  law  does  not  permit  the  extension 
of  this  description  of  relief  to  other  classes  than  the  destitute  poor  mentioned 
above. 

It  is  our  belief  that  if  this  Relief  Committee  be  permitted  to  remain  in  exist- 
ence, it  should  be  to  act  under  the  provisions  above  stated  only. 

We  have  much  satisfaction  in  recording  a large  balance  in  the  treasurer’s  hands 
to  the  credit  of  the  Union,  and  in  further  stating,  that  an  advantage  to  the  Union 
has  arisen  by  the  terms  on  which  we  have  taken  contracts  from  the  25th  instant, 
as  tenders  were  in  most  cases  offered  at  favourable  terms  from  the  appearance  of 
prosperity  in  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Union. 

The  present  financial  position  of  the  Union,  in  comparison  with  periods  in  the 
two  preceding  months,  is  as  follows : — 

£.  s.  d.  £.  s.  d. 

3 1st  January. — Amount  of  checks  outstanding- 

unpaid  ....  4323  16  1 

}t  Balance  against  the  Union  on 

treasurer’s  accounts  . . 540  10  1 

Total  balance  against  the  Union 4S64  6 2 

29th  February. — Amount  of  checks  outstanding 

unpaid  ....  1903  11  7 

„ Balance  in  favour  of  the  Union 

on  treasurer’s  accounts  801  2 3 

Total  balance  against  the  Union  1102  9 4 

25th  March.— Balance  in  favour  of  the  Union 

on  treasurer’s  accounts  . 2710  9 4 

„ Amount  of  checks  outstanding 

unpaid  ....  444  4 10 

Total  balance  in  favour  of  the  Union 2266  4 6 

I beg  your  immediate  attention  to  the  enclosed  communication  of  one  of  the 
collectors  to  us. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Dempsey  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — March  22,  1848. 

I enclose  you  two  copies  of  two  summonses  for  rescue  under  the  warrant  of  the  Union, 
which  came  before  the  magistrates  at  petty  sessions,  Gowran,  on  yesterday,  the  21st.  The 
bench  constituted  the  following  magistrates : — Mr.  Cooke,  David  Burtchell,  William  Flood; 
and  J.  K.  Aylward.  Mr.  Cooke,  acting  as  chairman,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  there  should 
be  a six  days’ notice  served  on  the  parties  previous  to  distraining  them  under  such  wavrants,  and 
dismissed  the  cases,  his  brother  magistrates  agreeing  with  him  of  course.  Gentlemen,  you  will 
he  good  enough  to  let  me  know  how  I am  to  act  in  future,  and  what  course  I must  pursue  for 
the  speedy  collection  of  the  rate. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  31,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that,  on  the  receipt  of  minutes  of  your  proceedings  on  the 
27th.  instant,  the  Commissioners  directed  application  to  be  made  to  the  Board  of 
Works  for  the  implements  which  you  require.  The  Commissioners  do  not  object 
to  your  appointing  a person  to  instruct  the  boys  in  the  workhouse  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  ground  attached  to  the  workhouse.  They  rely  upon  yonr 
taking  the  necessary  steps  for  maintaining  order  and  discipline  in  the  workhouse, 

3 C 2 
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and  for  employing  the  workhouse  inmates  in  accordance  with  the  16th  article  of 
the  Regulations. 

The  Commissioners  wish  to  know  how  many  persons  you  would  propose  to 
appoint  as  wardsmen,  and  what  salaries  you  consider  sufficient  to  secure  the 
services  of  competent  persons  for  the  office. 

The  Commissioners  will  address  you  in  a few  days  on  the  subject  of  the 
Kilkenny  fever  hospital. 

I am  to  request  that  the  Commissioners  may  he  more  fully  informed  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  had  been  taken  to  obtain  payment  of  the  rates  in  the  two  cases 
referred  to  in  Collector  Dempsey’s  communication. 

The  Commissioners  are  of  opinion,  as  at  present  informed,  that  it  was  not 
necessary  for  the  collector  to  serve  a six  days'  notice  before  he  proceeded  to 
distrain. 


Further  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — 
Ap'il  10,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  report  of  the  29th  ultimo,  the  Commissioners 
desire  to  observe  that  the  Relief  Committee  for  Kilkenny  electoral  division,  beino- 
one  of  those  continued  by  the  14th  section  of  the  Act  10  Viet.,  c.  22,  it  may 
notwithstanding  the  transfer  of  the  temporary  fever  hospital,  exercise  the  powers 
given  by  sections  S,  9,  10,  and  16,  of  the  Act  10  Viet.,  c.  22. 

With  regard  to  the  decision  of  the  magistrates  in  a case  of  rescue,  where  they 
dismissed  the  complaint,  as  the  distress  was  made  without  giving  six  days’  notice, 
the  Commissioners  have  only  referred  to  the  first  portion  of  section  152,  in  the 
6 and  7 Win.  IV.,  c.  116,  which  expressly  authorizes  distress  without  such  notice  ; 
and  they  also  refer  to  the  78th  section  of  the  1 and  2 Viet.,  c.  56,  which  empowers 
distress  without  notice,  if  the  rate  be  two  months  due. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  7,  1848. 

Referring  to  your  communication,  dated  Marck  30,  1848,  in  which  you 
express  the  decided  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  necessity  of  placing  upon 
out-door  relief  all  the  infirm  in  the.  workhouse—  a *class  of  whose  destitution  there 
is  no  doubt — we  wish  to  say,  that  impressed  with  this  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  feeling  ourselves  that  the  workhouse  is,  in  reality,  the  test  of  des- 
titution which  feeling  experience  has  served  to  prove  well  founded,  we  have  not 
lost  sight  since  our  arrival  here  of  the  Commissioners’  views  upon  the  subject 
hut  have,  from  time  to  time,  removed  from  the  workhouse  persons  belonging  to 
that  class.  ^ I he  return  at  the  head  of  the  minutes  sent  from  this  Union  of 
“Aged  and  infirm  ’ includes  all  the  adults  (save  nurses  and  other  officers)  in 
the  chronic  hospital,  fever  hospital,  and  convalescent  house,  as  well  as  in  the 
infirm  wards  ; it  will  thus  be  seen  that  an  idea  not  strictly  correct  is  conveyed  bv 
the  return.  There  is  room  for  over  200  in  the  workhouse,  and  we  are  of  opinion 
that  this  amount  of  further  accommodation  will  not  be  decreased.  To  provide 
however,  against  an  emergency  we  have  inspected  some  premises,  and  directed  the 
agent  to  ascertain  on  what  terms  they  could  be  obtained. 

In  reference  to  the  communication  of  Sir  R.  I.  Routh,  March  24,  1848  resnect- 
ing  unserviceable  bedding  in  the  barrack  stores  at  Castlecomer,  which  has  been 
referred  to  us  we  have  directed  applications  to  he  made  to  the  several  fever  hospitals 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  their  stock  of  bedding.  * 

We  are  of  opinion,  that  if  these  stores  were  put  into  our  possession,  that  good 
use  cou  o I be  made  of  them  in  many  cases  of  aged  and  destitute  persons  leaving 
the  workhouse  on  out-door-relief,  but  having  no  bedding  for  themselves  This 
fever  hositalT’86  ‘rreSpeCtlVe  of  lhe  necessity  (if  such  exists)  of  supplying  the 

We  have  been  very  much  occupied  during  the  past  week  in  closing  the  half- 
yearly  accounts  of  contractors.  This  has  been  a task  of  time  and  labour,  for  no 
system  existed  in  the  ordering  or  procuring  requisites.  It  is  stated  hy  respectable 
contractors,  and  the  statement  is  verified  hy  the  clerk,  that  goods  were  constantly 
ordered  by  the  master  or  some  other  officer,  and  frequently  by  members  of  the 
Board  going  individually  to  the  establishments ; that  they  supplied  frequently 
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without  any  contract,  and  that  they  found  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  payments  for  Kilkenny  U 
goods  thus  supplied. 

We  had  therefore  to  make  many  references  to  the  workhouse  books,  to  the 
private  account  books  of  the  traders,  and,  in  some  cases,  to  require  declarations 
before  magistrates,  before  the  payment  of  accounts. 

We  could  not  of  course  visit  upon  those  persons  the  errors  which  had  tlieir 
necessary  origin  in  the  system  of  business  pursued ; but  no  such  excuse  for  the 
non-production  of  all  vouchers  can  be  produced  under  our  management. 

Referring  to  your  question  (in  your  letter,  March  31,  1848)  concerning  the 
proceedings  taken  by  collector  Dempsey,  we  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  his  letter 
appended  to  our  communication  of  the  29th  instant. 

The  number  of  persons  we  would  seek  to  appoint  as  house  police  (or  wards- 
men)  would  be  four;  and  as  efficient  persons  were  had  in  Roscommon  Union  at 
li‘.  per  day  each,  we  would  propose  to  pay  a similar  sum. 

The  pressure  of  business  during  the  past  week  prevents  us  from  entering  more 
fully  into  the  state  of  the  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — April  10,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the  Com- 
missary-General to  have  the  supply  of  cast  military  bedding  in  the  barrack  stores 
at  Castlecomer  placed  at  your  disposal. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  express  the  Commissioners’  sanction  of  the  proposed 
appointment  of  four  wardsmen  for  the  workhouse  for  as  long  a period  as  the 
employment  of  such  persons  may  be  deemed  to  be  necessary. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being  informed  whether  it  is  proposed  to 
allow  rations  to  those  persons  in  addition  to  the  allowance  of  Is.  per  day. 
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MILFORD  UNION. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners: — January  31,  1848. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Milford  Board  of  Guardians  this  day, 
and  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  on  their  proceedings : — 

Notwithstanding  a severe  fall  of  snow,  and  the  inclement  state  of  the  weather, 
there  was  a tolerably  full  attendance  of  Guardians. 

The  relieving  officers’  books  were  examined,  and  the  applications  appearing 
on  them  were  adjudicated  upon  according  to  their  merits. 

The  relieving  officers  have  not  kept  their  books  so  accurately  as  might  be 
desired ; but  the  great  pressure  on  the  workhouse,  on  the  days  of  the  meetings 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  prevented  the  Board  from  going  into  the  cases  on 
the  books  so  methodically  as  they  would  otherwise  have  done.  The  arrears  of 
cases  have  however  been  now  disposed  of;  and,  in  future,  none  will,  I trust,  be 
allowed  to  accrue.  In  consequence  of  the  arrear  of  business  above  mentioned, 
the  clerk  has  hitherto  been  unable  to  furnish  your  Board  with  the  statistics  of 
the  out-door  relief  afforded  in  this  Union ; but  he  applied  to-day  to  the  Board 
for  some  assistance  in  writing  up  the  Out-door  Relief  Register,  Sec.,  and  hopes 
to  be  able  next  week  to  supply  all  the  information  which  should  be  given  in 
the  weekly  minutes. 

In  my  weekly  report  for  the  week  ended  January  29th,  I mentioned  that  I 
attended  an  inquest  held  on  that  day  at  the  Milford  Union  workhouse,  on  the 
body  of  a woman  named  Susan  M'Clafferty,  who  had  been  admitted  on  the 
previous  Wednesday,  and  died  on  the  following  morning  at  4 o’clock. 

You  will  of  course,  be  furnished  with  a copy  of  the  evidence  taken  at  the 
inquest  m this  case ; and  I will  now  state,  as  briefly  as  possible,  the  circum- 
stances attending  it,  to  show  how  far  it  bears  upon  the  administration  of  the 
laws  lor  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

The  deceased  was  a common  vagrant,  and  was  given  shelter  for  a night  in 
tbe  house  of  a man  named  Charles  M'Gettigan,  living  in  the  electoral  division 
ot  Uughterim.  Deceased  during  the  course  of  the  night  for  which  she  had 
received  shelter  became  unwell,  and  being  unable  to  resume  her  mendicant 
walk  on  the  following  morning  remained  for  eight  days  in  M‘Gettigan’s  house, 
and  was  supposed  to  have  lever.  He  sent  for  the  priest,  who  said  it  was  a case 
e/?rkl10US!  5 ,and  without  applying  to  the  relieving  officer 

of  the  district,  put  the  poor  woman  on  a car,  and  took  her  a distance  of  six 
miles  m a bitter  cold  day  to  the  workhouse.  The  master  of  the  workhouse 
m accordance  with  instructions  given  him,  refused  to  admit  the  woman  into 

lahonr^nn?11  f1®  medlcliJ  ofiicf  had  seen  her,  and  pronounced  whether  she 
irowHe3  ff'f  °l  oth.erlinfectious  disease.  In  consequence  of  the  over- 
offi^ei  dhn8  i 0f  -he.  hoPi tal  and  fever  sheds  at  the  workhouse,  the  relieving 
bGe?  ™tmcted  hY  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  send  no  person  in 
shoMd  1°iUS  ,s,lc^:neff  to  tbe  workhouse  until  the  Board  of  Guardians 

fever  shed^  W M ^ h ^ WaS  Vacant  1,00111 111  the  ll0sPital  and 
urgent  cases  of  V™™1?11*31?  lodging,  medical  assistant,  &c.,  for 

distorts  f f &C”  br°Ught  under  their  notice  in  their  respective 


officer  hl ^eltheriifrTT  ^.<Cla^ert^  .no  application  was  made  to  the  relieving 
woilhouse.  h d y Guardia11  Slven  an  order  for  her  admission  to  the 


22  ss&se* L -ple  to  die’ 

atte’ntionof  the  Bmrr/lA  u°  *™8  ®USM1  M'Clafferty’s  case  under  the 

of  the  same  description  as  Susan  M'Clafferty.  S 

llronotd0aand0f^rrdianS  retI“s“  “e  to  out  a hand-hill  of  the  kind  I 
pioposed,  and  (with  your  sanction)  I will  do  so.  The  hand-bill  should,  of 
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course,  be  signed  by  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  “ By  order  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians;”  and  thus  no  plea  of  ignorance  on  the  part  of  persons  guilty  of 
inhumane  conduct  could  be  sustained  ; and  the  Board  of  Guardians  could  not 
be  subjected  to  unjust  aspersions  too  readily  adopted  by  that  portion  of  the 
public  who  do  not  understand  the  difficulties  which  at  present  beset  the  local 
administrators  of  the  laws  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

The  rate  collectors  got  in  during  the  last  week  a sum  of  230/. ; and  they  are 
taking  vigorous  measures  (assisted  by  the  Guardians  and  myself)  to  enforce 
payment  by  all  defaulters. 

I went  over  the  workhouse  ground  to-day,  and  saw  the  site  of  the  new  fever 
hospital  staked  out.  In  order  to  avoid  disturbing  the  bodies  of  paupers  buried 
on  the  workhouse  grounds,  an  alteration  in  the  site  of  the  fever  hospital  has 
been  made,  bringing  it  a lew  feet  further  from  the  outer  fence  than  was  at  first 
determined  upon ; and  the  contractor  and  his  sureties  have  agreed  to  write  a 
letter  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  covenanting  that  the  alteration  of  the  site 
shall  in  no  way  vitiate  their  bonds. 

The  change  of  site  is  rather  an  advantage  than  otherwise  to  the  contractor. 

I also  saw  the  sheds  to  be  erected  in  the  girls’  yard  staked  out,  in  accordance 
with  the  plan  approved  of ; and  the  foundations  will  be  dug  to-morrow,  weather 
permitting. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — Febmary  3,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  remarks  respecting  the  death  of  Susan  M'Claf- 
ferty,  I am  to  state,  the  Commissioners  have  received  no  information  respecting 
her  case,  except  that  which  is  contained  in  your  report. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  knowing  whether  the  verdict  of  the 
jury  attributed  blame  to  any  party,  they  also  wish  to  be  informed  at  what 
time  the  woman  was  admitted  into  the  workhouse,  and  how  long  she  was  kept 
waiting  to  be  inspected  by  the  medical  officer,  and  where  she  was  kept  waiting. 
The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  supply  this  information,  and  that 
you  will  also  be  so  good  as  to  obtain  and  forward  a copy  of  the  verdict,  and  of 
the  evidence  given  before  the  jury. 

The  Commissioners  see  no  objection  to  your  preparing  a hand-bill  as  you 
suggest,  but  as  you  wish  the  previous  sanction  of  the  Commissioners,  they 
request  you  will  forward  the  draft  to  them  in  the  first  instance. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  7,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  I now  transmit  a copy  of  the  evidence, 
and  of  the  verdict  given  at  the  inquest  on  the  body  of  Susan  M'Clafferty. 

You  will  observe  the  jury  did  not  attach  blame  in  their  verdict  to  any  party, 
but  one  of  the  jurymen,  who  bore  the  same  name  as  the  man  who  brought  the 
poor  woman  to  the  workhouse,  said  to  his  brother  jurymen  in  my  hearing,  that 
if  blame  was  attachable  to  any  one  it  was  attachable  to  the  master  for  not 
instantly  taking  the  woman  into  the  house. 

About  three  quarters  of  an  hour  elapsed  between  the  time  of  the  woman’s 
arrival  and  her  admission  into  the  house.  M'Gettigan  sat  her  down  at  the  door 
of  the  workhouse,  and  there  she  remained,  among  some  straw,  until  the  arrival 
of  the  medical  officer.  The  master  detained  M‘Gettigan  until  the  poor  woman 
was  received  into  the  house. 


Enclosure. 


County  of  Donegal , division 1 Informations  of  witnesses  severally  taken  and  acknowledged  on 

of  Kilmacrenan,  to  wit.  | behalf  of  our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen,  touching  the  death  of 
Susan  M'Clafferty  at  the  Milford  Union  workhouse,  known  as  the  workhouse  in  the  townland  of 
Glenkeen,  parish  of  Tullyaughnish,  barony  of  Kilmacrenan,  and  county  of  Donegal,  on 
Saturday  the  twenty- ninth  day  of  January,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of  her  Majesty 
Queen  Victoria,  before  Charles  H.  Swiney,  gentleman,  one  of  the  coroners  for  said  county,  on 
an  inquisition  then  and  there  taken  on  view  of  the  body  of  the  said  Susan  M'Clafferty,  then  and 
there  lying  dead. 


Names  of  the  Jury. 


1.  Robert  Young,  Foreman. 

2.  Collin  Reid. 

3.  William  Young. 

4.  William  Patterson. 

5.  Samuel  Rodgers. 

6.  Philip  M'Gettigan. 


7.  James  Malseed. 

8.  Mathew  Baxter. 

9.  George  Allen. 

10.  William  Buchanan. 

11.  Francis  Graham. 

12.  Robert  M'Nutt. 


Milford  Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


380  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Milford  Union. 


Samuel  Watters,  carpenter,  sworn. — I was  at  Milford  workhouse  on  Wednesday  last;  a 
young  man,  called  M'Gettigan,  came  to  the  workhouse  and  stated  to  me  that  he  had  a woman, 
called  M'Clafferty,  on  his  car,  and  wanted  to  get  her  admitted  into  the  poorhouse ; M'Gettigan 
said  the  woman  was  sick,  and  had  been  sick  in  his  house  for  eight  days;  I did  not  see  the 
woman  on  the  car,  but  heard  her  moan ; Mr.  Colhoun,  the  clerk  to  the  Guardians,  told 
M'Gettigan  in  my  presence  that  if  he  left  the  woman  on  the  workhouse  ground  the  police  would 
arrest  him;  Mr.  Colhoun  warned  M'Gettigan  that  by  leaving  the  woman  there  her  life  would 
be  endangered  ; M'Gettigan  said  he  did  not  care,  that  his  native  place  was  Oonlin,  and  again 
said  that  he  did  not  care. 

(Signed)  Samuel  Watters. 

Thomas  Allcorn,  master  of  Union  workhouse,  sworn. — On  Wednesday  evening  last  a man, 
called  Charles  M'Gettigan,  brought  a woman  in  a creel,  on  a slip  car,  to  the  workhouse  door, 
about  3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon ; said  that  he  wanted  to  get  her  into  the  house ; did  not  tell 
me  her  name;  I said  I could  not  possibly  admit  her,  as  I had  positive  instructions  from  Mr. 
Otway  not  to  admit  people  or  persons  having  fever,  lest  they  should  bring  infection  into  the 
house ; I thought  the  woman  had  fever,  I asked  M'Gettigan  and  he  thought  so  also ; I then 
sent  to  Dr.  Molloy.  who  came  up  to  the  workhouse  immediately,  and  desired  me  to  put  the 
woman  into  the  probationary  ward;  the  doctor  said  he  thought  it.  was  not  fever;  this  was 
about  4 o’clock,  and  she  was  immediately  admitted,  and  died  about  4 o’clock  the  following 
morning;  the  body  of  which  the  jury  have  had  a view,  and  which  at  present  lies  in  the  dcacl- 
housc,  is  the  body  of  the  woman  who  I admitted  on  Wednesday,  and  who  was  brought  here  in 
a creel  by  Charles  M'Gettigan ; M'Gettigan  told  me  that  the  deceased  had  been*  ill  in  his 
house  for  eight  days,  that  he  sent  for  the  priest,  and  the  priest  said  the  poorhouse  was  the 
proper  place  for  her;  the  deceased  had  straw  round  her  in  the  creel;  I saw  no  blankets,  and 
she  was  poorly  clothed;  I understood  Mr.  Otway  to  mean  that  I should  not  admit  any  one  in 
fever  while  the  fever  hospital  and  sheds  were  full. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Allcorn. 

Benjamin  Johnston,  surgeon, .sworn. — I have  examined  the  body  of  a female  at  present,  lying 
dead  in  the  dead-house  of  this  workhouse;  after  a careful  examination  I have  no  hesitation  in 
stating  that  the  immediate  cause  of  that  woman’s  death  was  exposure  to  the  combined  effects 
ot  both  cold  and  hunger;  I should  suppose  the  deceased  might  be  something  more  than  70 
years  of  age,  and  I have  seldom  found  the  body  of  any  old  person  so  free  from  all  traces  of 
organic  disease ; I found  preternatural  congestion  of  the  liver  and  lungs,  and  the  larger  vessels, 
from  which  I think  that  cold  and  hunger  must  have  been  the  cause  of  death,  the  stomach  and 
the  large  and  small  intestines  being  perfectly  empty.  In  answer  to  the  question  of  a juror, 
Dr.  Johnston  said, — I could  not  from  the  examination  I made  take  upon  me  to  say  whetlier  or 
not  the  deceased  at  the  time  of  her  death  had  been  suffering  from  fever. 

Benjamin  Johnston,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S.I.,  &c. 


William  H.  Molloy,  M.D.,  sworn. — lam  medical  officer  of  Milford  Union  workhouse ; I 
recollect  being  sent,  for  about  half-past  4 o’clock  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  January  by  the 
master  of  the  workhouse,  who  stated  in  a note  to  me  that  a woman  had  been  left  in  what  he 
thought  a dying  state  on  the  workhouse  grounds;  1 attended  immediately,  and  found  a woman 
lying  in  a litter  of  straw  and  in  a dying  state ; it  could  not  have  been  more  than  an  hour  from 
the  time  of  my  leaving  the  workhouse  until  I again  reached  it  in  compliance  with  the  request, 
of  the  master;  when  I first  left  the  house  the  woman  had  not.  arrived;  I said  to  the  master, 
that  as  the  hospitals  were  full  a fire  must  immediately  be  put  into  one  of  the  probationary 
wards,  and  the  woman  immediately  put  into  a warm  bed  with  blankets;  she  was  perfectly 
pulseless,  and  very  cold ; I have  seen  the  body  at  present  lying  in  the  dead-house,  it  is  the 
body  of  the  woman  admitted  by  my  orders  on  the  26th;  ihe  deceased  at  the  time  of  her 
admission  could  speak  very  indistinctly;  she  said  milk,  and  some  was  given  to  her,  which  she 
could  scarcely  swallow ; I saw  the  man  who  brought  deceased  to  the  workhouse,  he  called 
himself  Charles  M'Getngan,  but  afterwards  said  his  father’s  name  was  Charles  M'Gettio-an, 
and  that  he  lived  in  Glenvara ; I told  him  lie  ought  not  to  have  brought  the  woman  here,  that 
he  ought  to  have  gone  to  a relieving  officer;  he  said  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Macneely  told  him 
that  the. poorhouse  was  the  proper  place  for  her;  I was  present  while  Dr.  Johnston  conducted 
the  post  mortem  examination  ; I have  heard  Dr.  Johnston’s  evidence  read,  and  I perfectly  concur 
with  Ins  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  the  death  of  the  deceased  ; the  symptoms  after  death,  com- 
bined with  the  appearances  which  I observed  before  death,  are  so  conclusive,  that  I have  no 
doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  Dr.  Johnston’s  opinion. 

(Signed)  W.  H.  Molloy,  M.D. 

Mary  Begley,  pauper,  sworn  —I  recollect  Wednesday  last,  a woman  called  Susan  M'Clai'- 
lerty  was  admitted  to  the  workhouse;  she  was  very  weak,  unable  to  walk  or  stir;  1 tried  three 
or  four  times  if  she  could  make  an  answer,  and  she  could  not  speak ; deceased  drank  some 
sweet  milk ; she  took  some  medicine  and  some  sweet  milk  during  the  night,  and  she  died  about 
4 o clock  on  Thursday  morning;  the  deceased  was  well  taken  care  of  since  she  came  into  the 
house ; there  could  be  no  better  care  taken  of  a woman. 

Mary  x Begley. 

We  find  that  on  Thursday,  the  27th  day  of  January  last,  the  deceased,  Susan  M'Claffertv, 
died  at  Milford  Union  workhouse,  in  the  parish  aforesaid,  barony  of'  Kilmacrenan;  and  county 
of  Donegal,  from  the  effect  of  exposure  to  extreme  cold  and  hunger ; and  we  further  find 
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(hat  Charles  M'Gettigan  did  not  think  that  by  removing  the  deceased  he  was  accessory  to  her 
death. 

Signatures  of  the  Jury. 


1.  Robert  Young.  (Seal.) 

2.  Collin  Reid.  (Seal.) 

3.  William  Young.  (Seal.) 

4.  George  Allen.  (Seal.) 

5.  Mathew  Baxter.  (Seal.) 

6.  Robert  M'Nutt.  (Seal.) 


7.  Samuel  Rodgers.  (Seal.) 

8.  James  Malseed.  (Seal.) 

9.  William  Patterson.  (Seal.) 

10.  Francis  Graham.  (Seal.) 

1 1.  Wm.  Buchanan.  (Seal.) 

12.  Philip  M'Geltigan.  (Seal.) 


All  the  above  informations  were  severally  taken  and  acknowledged  the  day,  year,  and  place, 
first  above  mentioned,  before 


Chas.  H.  Syviney,  Coroner.  (Seal.) 


Milford  Union. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners  : — Febniary  7,  1848. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  and  beg 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  proceedings  thereat : — 

The  relieving  officers’  Application  and  Report  Books  were  examined,  and 
all  the  new  cases  upon  them  were  adjudicated  upon.  The  total  number  of 
cases  approved  of  now  amounts  to  553,  comprising  109 1 souls  eligible  to  and 
receiving  out-door  relief. 

The  workhouse  now  contains  405  inmates,  but  some  of  these  are  to  be  dis- 
charged to-morrow  to  receive  out-door  relief. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  appeared  to  be  keenly  alive  to  the  expediency  of 
keeping  the  workhouse  'as  a test  for  able-bodied  applicants  for  relief,  and 
scrupulously  examined  the.  register,  with  a view  to  discharging  all  paupers  to 
whom  out-door  relief  can  be  legally  afforded. 

In  some  of  the  electorates  temporary  employment,  at  a fair  rate  of  wages  in 
reclaiming  waste  land,  and  in  trenching,  draining,  and  fencing  land,  which  has 
already  been  to  a certain  extent  reclaimed,  can  be  obtained  by  really  able- 
bodied  labourers. 

The  rate  collectors’  returns  were  examined,  and  from  them  it  appeared  that 
the  collectors  had  been  tolerably  active  during  the  past  week ; and  I shall 
adopt  every  means  in  my  power  to  compel  the  speedy  collection  of  the  amount 
of  rate  remaining  yet  unpaid. 

After  the  transaction  of  the  ordinary  routine  business,  the  Board  investigated 
some  charges  involving  neglect  and  violation  of  duties  on  the  part  of  the  porter, 
and  determined  on  dismissing  him  from  his  office,  and  he  was  accordingly 
ordered  to  leave  the  workhouse  to-morrow. 

I have  had  my  eye  on  that  officer  for  some  time  past,  and  told  the  Guardians 
that  unless  they  dismissed  him  I should  be  obliged  to  report  to  your  Board, 
in  such  a way  as  would,  without  doubt,  induce  you  to  remove  him  from  his 
situation. 

Besides  leaving  his  post  and  quitting  the  workhouse  on  various  occasions 
without  applying  or  giving  notice  to  the  master,  he  was  suspected,  I fear  with 
too  much  justice,  of  introducing  into  the  house  a woman  named  Jenny  Starrit, 
a thief  and  a prostitute,  with  whom  he  carried  on  an  intrigue ; so  far  had  this 
suspicion  gone,  that  I found  on  inquiry  that  it  was  openly  talked  of  among  the 
paupers.  The  woman  alluded  to  was  found  concealed  under  the  Board-room 
stairs  by  the  master,  on  Thursday  evening,  the  3rd  of  February,  and  the  porter 
could  not  account  for  her  being  there.  The  master  took  her  before  Mr. 
Law,  J.P.,  but  as  she  had  no  property  belonging  to  the  Union  in  her  possession, 
Mr.  Law  discharged  her  from  custody. 

Herewith  I transmit  a copy  of  the  hand-bill  which,  at  the  request  of  the 
Guardians,  I prepared  for  circulation  in  the  Union,  in  order  that  no  persons 
might  plead  ignorance  hereafter  of  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  by  applicants 
for  relief,  or  for  medical  assistance,  &c.,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Relief 
Extension  Act. 

Enclosure. 

Milford  Union. — Notice. 

Whereas  the  hospital  and  the  fever  sheds  at  the  Milford  workhouse  are  at  present 
fully  occupied  and  cannot  contain  any  new  cases,  except  those  casually  occurring  in  t e 
workhouse,  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  instructed  the  master  to  admit  no  pauper  into  e 
workhouse  who  may  be  labouring  under  fever  or  infectious  disease ; and  they  therefore  ere  y 
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give  notice,  that  unauthorized  persons  conveying  paupers  labouring  under  lever  or  infectious 
aisease  to  the  workhouse  with  a view  of  getting  rid  of  them,  and  procuring  admission  for  them 
must 

into  the  workhouse,  -wtB-  be  held  responsible  for  any  evil  consequences  which  may  result  to 
the  sick  paupers  thus  recklessly  and  inhumanly  removed  by  them  from  temporary  shelter. 

Persons  harbouring  paupers  who  may  afterwards  fall  sick  on  their  hands,  or  destitute 
persons  who  may  be  taken  ill  at  their  own  houses,  should  apply  to  the  relieving  officer  in  their 
district,  upon  whom  the  responsibility  of  attending  to  such  cases  properly  devolves. 

And  further,  Whereas  numerous  applicants  for  relief  present  themselves  at  the  workhouse 
(to  the  great  obstruction  of  business)  on  the  ordinary  days  of  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  without  having  first  applied  to  the  relieving  officers  in  their  respective  districts,  the 
Board  hereby  give  notice  that  all  applications  for  relief  must,  in  the  first  instance,  be  made  to 
the  relieving  officers,  who  will,  on  the  first  Board  day  after  the  reception  of  such  applications, 
report  upon  them  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  by  whom  orders  having  relation  to  the  merits  of 
each  case  will  be  issued  to  the  relieving  officers. 

sudden  and  urgent  necessity 

empowered  to  act  on  their  own  responsibility  until  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  following  immediately  thereupon. 

By  Order  of  the  Board-  of  Guardians  of  the  Milford  Union. 

— Clerk  to  the  Union. 

Date,  &c. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  10,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the  proposed  hand-bill, 
subject  to  the  few  alterations  made  thereon  in  red  ink. 

The  draft  of  the  hand-bill  is  herewith  returned  to ’you. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners  : — Febt'uary  14,  1848. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to-day. 

There  was  a tolerable  attendance  of  Guardians;  and  I am  glad  to  be  able  to 
report  that  the  ex-officio  and  influential  members  of  the  Board  continue  to  set  a 
good  example  in  the  way  of  patience  and  of  devotion  to  business  to  the  elective 
members. 

The  routine  business  was  regularly  and  carefully  gone  into  and  a number  of 
new  cases  on  the  Application  and  Report  Books  of  the  relieving  officers  were 
disposed  of,  generally  in  favour  of  the  applicants  for  Telief ; but  where  just  and 
reasonable  grounds  were  shown  for  withholding  relief,  the  Board  very  properly 
refused  to  extend  it.  1 1 J 


On  the  previous  Board  day  some  able-bodied  paupers  were  discharged  with 
their  lamilies  from  the  workhouse,  and  instructed  to  apply  to  certain  parties 

m their  districts  who  are  in  want  of  labourers  to  trench  and  reclaim  land 

work  at  which  an  able-bodied  man  can  earn  Is.  per  diem.  Three  or  four  of 
the  able-bodied  paupers  so  discharged  applied  to-day  for  re-admission  to  the 
workhouse,  on  the  ground  that  they  could  not  earn  more  than  4 d.  a-day  at 
the  work  offered  them ; but  the  fact  is,  they  did  not  . even  for  a single  day 
attempt  to  see  what  they  could  fairly  earn  at  the  work,  and  for  this  reason  the 
Uoard  oi  Guardians  refused  to  entertain  their  applications.  From  all  the 
inquiries  I have  made,  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  a man  who  will  work 
can  earn  Is.  a-day  at  the  employment  before  mentioned. 

The  rate  collectors  are  proceeding  vigorously,  and  nearly  one-half  of  the 
present  rate  has  been  lodged  with  the  treasurer  to  the  Union.  In  the  course  of 
last  week  they  collected  4601. 

The  auditor,  Mr.  Braddell,  attended  at  the  workhouse  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  last  to  audit  the  accounts  for  the  half  years  ending  March  25th  and 
September  29th,  1847,  and  by  his  sanction  (and  indeed  at  his  suggestion)  I 
brought  his  notes  remarks,  and  observations,  as  entered  by  him  on  the  several 
Union  books  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  to-day,  and  got  them  to  pass 

tlTunion9^?1^1  wlU  have  tbe  effect  of  giving  the  lately  appointed  clerk  to 
the  Union  and  the  master  a fail-  start  in  their  respective  situations. 

I 4 Bra,d^eI]  a*the  workhouse  till  a late  hour  on  Saturday  last ; 

bnrt,1 thl  1 6 tad  “ncIuded  bls,  busmess  he  expressed  his  opinion  to  me  that 
to  V k ™d  ma.st,er  had  durmS  his  audit  displayed  sufficient  intelligence 

to  satisfy  him  that,  until  ordinary  attention  and  energy,  they  might  shortly 
prove  valuable  and  efficient  officers.  1 6 3 
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With  reference  to  the  resolutions  (which  will  appear  in  the  minutes  of 
to-day)  requiring  Mr.  Crosbie  and  Mr.  Murray  to  furnish  to  the  Board  on  this 
day  fortnight  stamp  receipts  for  the  payments  taken  credit  for,  I have  to  report 
that  Mr.  Crosbie  at  once  undertook  to  produce  them  by  the  time  mentioned, 
and  to  be  at. the  cost  of  the  stamps  himself.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Murray,  he  was 
only  acting  clerk  when  the  alleged  payments  were  made,  and  I therefore  must 
doubt  whether  the  Board  have  any  hold  over  him;  but  there  is  no  suspicion 
of  peculation  against  him,  and  I doubt  not  the  parties  to  whom  the  payments 
were  made  will  give  receipts  for  them  on  stamped  paper,  provided  the.  Board 
of  Guardians  furnish  it  to  them 

I brought  before  the  Board  the  expediency,  and  indeed  the  necessity,  of 
calling  upon  the  Finance  Committee  of  their  number  to  devote  for  the  future 
more  time  and  attention  to  all  the  - monetary  matters  of  the  Union  ; and  also 
suggested  to  them  the  propriety  of  either  appointing  a new  Visiting  Committee, 
or  of  stimulating  the  present  one  to  a more  active  and  zealous  discharge  of  the 
powers  confided  to  them. 

The  contractor  for  the  new  fever  hospital  and  for  the  sheds  in  the  girls’ 
yard  has  commenced  both  these  works;  and  I think  it  would  be  well  if  the 
Board  of  Guardians  were  to  appoint,  subject  to  your  approval,  an  overseer  of. 
works. 

The  contractor  stands  high  as  a man  . of  integrity  and  honesty  of  purpose, 
but  he  is  not  always  on  the  spot,  and  it  would  therefore  be  politic  to  have 
some  trustworthy  and  paid  officer  to  overlook  the  workmen  employed  by  Mr. 
Henderson. 

I.  inspected  the  workhouse  this  morning  before  the  meeting  of:  the  Board, 
and  found  it  in  a more  cleanly  state  and  better  regulated  in  all  matters  relating 
to  discipline  and  classification  than  it  has  been  hitherto. 

The  decided  step  taken  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  last  Monday,  with  regard 
to  the  late  porter,  has  not  been  without  its  good  effect,  in  showing  the  other 
officers  of  the  house  what  they  may  expect  if  guilty  of  any  neglect  or  dere- 
liction of  duty. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  19,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  concur  with  you  as  to  the  importance  of  appointing 
a Finance  Committee,  and  of  stimulating  the  Visiting  Committee  to  an  active 
and  zealous  discharge  of  the  powers  confided  to  them ; and  they  request  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  state  whether  the  Board  took  any  steps  in  accordance 
with  your  suggestion  on  this  head,  and  if  they  did  not,  that  you  will  bring  the 
matter  again  before  them. 

The  Commissioners  also  desire  to  observe,  that  your  suggestion  for  the 
appointment  of  an  overseer  of  the  works  at  the  new  lever  hospital  and  sheds 
appears  judicious;  but  before  addressing  the  Guardians  on  the.  subject  the 
Commissioners  will  consult  their  architect. 


Mr.  Horsley  to. the  Commissioners: — February  21,  1848- 
I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to-day,  and  have  the 
honour  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  proceedings  thereat-: — 

The  Board  transacted  regularly  and  efficiently  all  routine  business  connected 
with  in-door  and  out-door  relief,  and  immediately  thereafter  proceeded  to  the 
discussion  and  settlement  of  several  extraordinary  points  relative  to  the  internal 
economy  of  the  workhouse,  and  to  the  statistical  and  financial  details  of  relief 
afforded  outside  the  house. 

I had  discovered  that  one  of  the  pass  or  master  keys  belonging  to  the  work- 
house  had  disappeared,  and  as  it  was  impossible  to  find  out  into  whose  posses- 
sion it  might  have  fallen,  or  to  be  at  all  certain  that  fac  similes  might  not  have 
been  made  from  it,  I thought  it  necessary  to  insist  upon  either  an  entire  new  set 
of  locks  and  keys  being  procured  for  the  workhouse,  or  that  the  wards  of  the 
present  locks  and  keys  • should  be  so  altered  as  to  make  the  missing  master-key 
or  keys  unavailable  either  to  paupers  or  officers  in  the  house. 

The  Board  were  disposed  to  think  that  new  locks  for  the  outside  gates  of  the 
workhouse  would  be  sufficient;  but  on  my  explaining  to  them  that  Pr0Per  c^s" 
sification  with  regard  to  the  different  sexes  and'ages  of  the  inmate^could  not  be 
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ensured  without  the  alteration  of  every  lock  within  the  house,  the  Board  (as  you 
will  see  by  the  minutes)  adopted  measures  to  have  the  evil  apprehended  pro- 
perly guarded  against. 

Unless  all  possible  precautions  are  used  to  render  the  workhouse  truly  a place 
wherein  labour  is  to  be  exacted  for  the  relief  given,  and  to  prevent  its  being 
converted  into  a place  of  idleness  and  indulgence,  the  able-bodied  labouring 
classes  will  be  but  too  well  pleased  to  pass  their  time  within  it  till  harvest 
comes  round  again. 

To  prove  this  and  the  disinclination  of  the  paupers  to  perform  work,  I need 
only  mention  the  following  fact : — 

On  Thursday  last  I found  it  necessary  to  make  the  master  of  the  workhouse 
bring  before  the  magistrates  at  the  Petty  Sessions  of  Milford,  a pauper  who  had 
since  left,  and  refused  to  fulfil  the  work  allotted  him.  He  was  sentenced  to  a 
month’s  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour,  in  Lifford  gaol,  and  on  the  following- 
morning  (Friday),  his  punishment  being  made  known  to  the  paupers  in  the 
workhouse,  several  able-bodied  paupers  discharged  themselves  and  families 
from  it. 


The  Board  of  Guardians  were  apprised  of  this  fact  to-day,  and  are  now  deter- 
mined to  see  that  the  work  test  is  in  future  put  stringently  into  operation  in  the 
case  of  able-bodied  inmates  of  the  house. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  relative  to  the  sum  due  by  the  Milford  Union 
to  the  audit  fund,  I have  to  report  that  a cheque  for  the  money  (61.  10s.)  was 
signed  this  day. 

The  rate-collectors  continue  to  display  activity  in  the  collection  of  the  rate, 
and  I trust  that  nearly  the  whole  of  it  will  be  lodged  with  the  treasurer  to  the 
Union  by  the  middle  of  next  month. 


Before  adjourning  to  Thursday  next,  the  Board  of  Guardians  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  a porter  in  the  room  of  Samuel  Ellison,  dismissed.  Their  choice 
fell  on  David  Stewart,  and  I am  of  opinion  they  selected  the  most  competent 
candidate  from  among  those  who  presented  themselves. 

The  objects  of  the  adjourned  meeting  are  two-fold : first,  a revision  of  the 
relief  register  with  a view  to  the  discharge  of  all  inmates  of  the  workhouse 
eligible  to  out-door  relief ; secondly,  the  revision  and  amendment  of  the  inven- 
tory of  clothing,  furniture,  and  stock  in  the  house. 

The  Visiting  and  Finance  Committees  have  promised  to  attend  and  lend  every 
assistance  in  their  power  for  the  furtherance  of  these  desirable  objects. 

I have  instructed  the  master  to  have  all  the  parties  whom  he  considers  fitting- 
objects  for  out-door  relief  placed  according  to  their  sexes  in  the  probationary 
wards  to-morrow  morning,  and  the  medical  officer  is  to  inspect  the  cases  and 
report  on  them  for  the  guidance  of  the  Board  on  Thursday  next. 

With  reference  to  your  letter,  dated  Dublin,  February  19,  1848,  I beg  to 
inform  you  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  requested  the  Visiting  and  Finance 
Committees  to  be  as  zealous  as  possible  in  the  discharge  of  their  functions  • 
and  should  both  or  either  of  them  appear  to  me  to  act  supinely  for  the  future' 
1 will  not  fail  to  report  accordingly  to  your  Board. 

With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  an  overseer  to  watch  the  progress  and 
efficiency  of  the  workmen  employed  in  the  erection  of  the  new  fever  hospital 
the  Board  of  Guardians  seemed  to  think  that  such  an  appointment  rested 
entirely  with  your  Board ; but  they  will  be  glad  to  nominate  a person  to  it 
subject  to  your  approval.  , * 

It  having  appeared  that  a space  of  13  feet  8 inches  would  be  left  between  the 
gable  of  the  dormitory  shed  in  progress  of  erection  in  the  girls’  yard  and  the 
probationary  ward  wall,  the  Board  thought  it  advisable  (and  I entirely  concur 
with  them)  to  have  the  shed  extended  to  the  wall  of  the  female  probationary 
ward,  and  accepted  of  the  architect’s  offer  to  complete  the  additional  work  at 
tile  same  rate  per  foot  as  that  already  contracted  for  by  him. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  25,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  drawn  the  attention  of 
nr  architect  to  that  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  the  appointment  of 
overseer  of  works  and  the  enlargement  of  the  sheds  in  the  girlst  yard. 
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Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  28,  1848. 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to-day.  There  was 

a thin  attendance  oi  Guardians,  but  all  the  necessary  business,  includin'*  that 
which  was- left  undone  on  Thursday  last,  in  consequence  of  there  not  bein'*  a 
quorum  of  Guardians  present  at  the  workhouse  on  that  day,  was  satisfactorily 
transacted.  3 

The  rate  collectors  having  collected  only  194/.  and  odd  shillings  during  the 
last  week,  I got  the  Board  to  summon  them  to  attend  on  next  Board-day  with 
their  books,  and  lists  ol  the  principal  defaulters,  in  order  that  summary  pro- 
ceedings may  be  taken  to  enforce  payment  of  the  rate  from  those  parties.  The 
whole  rate  amounts  to  a sum  of  3180/.  16s.  Gd.,  of  which  1965/.  Os.  5 hd.  has 
been  collected,  leaving  a balance  still  due  of  1215/.  16s.  OicZ. 

You  will  observe  by  the  minutes  of  to-day’s  proceedings  that  certain  resolu- 
tions were  passed  relative  to  the  absence  of  vouchers  for  alleged  payments  of 
various  sums  in  the  half-years  ended  March  5th  and  September  29th,  1847. 
There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  payments  were  actually  made,  as  the 
parties  to  whom  they  were  alleged  to  have  been  paid  make  no  claim  in  respect 
of  them.  Financial  accuracy  appears  to  have  been  totally  neglected  prior  to 
my  coming  into  the  Union ; there  was  no  Guard  Book,  and  receipts,  invoices, 
and  vouchers,  were  tossed  about  on  the  table  of  the  Board-room,  or  thrust 
into  drawers  and  presses  without  any  regard  being  had  to  arrangement.  In 
this  way  many  vouchers  have  been  mislaid  or  destroyed ; but  fortunately  there 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  embezzlement  or  malappropriation  of  the 
moneys  of  the  Union.  A great  deal  of  this  irregularity  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  dissensions  which  unhappily  prevailed  among  the  Guardians  during  the 
period  in  which  it  occurred,  and  to  the  change  of  officers  consequent  upon 
them;  I firmly  believe,  however,  that  no  loss  will  accrue  to  the  Union,  and  I 
have  taken  care  that  the  present  clerk  shall  have  all  vouchers  properly  arranged, 
and  posted  in  the  Guard  Book  from  the  date  of  his  appointment. 

I brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Guardians  the  circular  relating  to  cooked 
food,  and  impressed  upon  them  the  expediency  of  adopting  that  mode  of 
affording  out-door  relief  to  the  destitute.  They  promised  to  give  the  subject 
their  best  consideration  when  there  should  be  a better  attendance  of  Guardians 
than  there  was  to-day. 

I also  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  Circular  No.  186,  Miscellaneous. 

I had  previously  to  receiving  it  suggested  to  the  Board  the  course  recom- 
mended in  it;  and  had  even  advised  them  to  carry  the  placarding  system  into 
Scotland  and  America. 

Numerous  heads  of  families  have  during  the  past  year  gone  to  Scotland  and 
America,  leaving  their  families  and  dependents  chargeable  to  the  Union,  and  I 
certainly  am  of  opinion  that  were  lists  of  such  parties  made  out,  describing 
their  persons,  stating  the  name  of  the  Union,  electoral  division,  and  townland 
from  which  they  had  emigrated,  accompanied  by  a statement  in  each  case  of 
the  families  and  dependents  left  behind  to  be  supported  at  the  expense  of  the 
Union;  and  that  were  these  lists  to  be  extensively  placarded  in  Scotland, 
America,  and  elsewhere,  much  good  would  result  therefrom.  Such  emigrants 
might  probably  be  shamed  into  sending  for  their  families  as  soon  as  they 
possibly  could,  without  taking  their  own  time,  and  exactly  suiting  their  own 
convenience  and  inclination.  They  would  at  any  rate,  in  numerous  instances, 
be  debarred  from  forming  fresh  social  ties  in  the  country  of  their  adoption. 
The  lists  I mention  might  be  sent  to  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  in  America  as 
well  as  to  other  parties  there. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners: — February  28,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  communication  relative  to  the  renewal  of  the 
extended  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  certain  classes  not  coming  within 
the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  which  order  will  expire 
on  the  8th  proximo,  I have  the  honour  to  report  that  it  will  be  advisable  to 
renew  the  said  order  for  a further  period  of  two  months. 

If  the  order  could  be  so  modified  as  to  embrace  women  past  50  years  old, 
who  have  one  or  more  illegitimate  children  under  age,  dependent  upon  them, 
and  also  children  whose  mothers  are  dead,  and  whose  fathers  have  not  been 
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heard  of  for  the  last  12  months,  considerable  pressure  would  he  taken  off  the 
workhouse.  The  cost  of  supporting  such  paupers  in  the  workhouse  is  treble, 
or  more  than  treble,  that  which  would  have  to  be  incurred  in  affording  them 
out-door  relief. 

I have  considerable  hopes  that  outdoor  relief  to  the  able-bodied  classes  may 
be  avoided  in  this  Union  for  a very  considerable  time  to  come,  if  the  Guardians 
continue  to  act  energetically.  Field  labour  is  commenced,  and  many  works 
of  private  enterprize,  assisted  by  loans  made  by  Government,  are  being  proceeded 
with. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  4,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  have  given 
directions  for  the  renewal  of  the  order,  and  also  for  including  in  it  the  first 
class  suggested  by  you,  viz.,  women  past  50  years  old  who  have  one  or 
more  illegitimate  children  under  age,  dependent  upon  them,  but  that  they  do 
not  think  it  would  on  the  whole  be  expedient  to  add.  the  second  class  proposed 
by  you. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  6,  1848. 

I attended  the  meeting,  of  the  Milford  Board  of  Guardians  to-day,  and 
beg  to  report  that  there  was  a full  attendance  of  Guardians,  and  that  the  routine 
and  other  necessary  business  which  had  to  be  transacted,  was  gone  into  in  a 
careful  and.  efficient  manner. 

The  Milford  Board  of  Guardians  are  now  zealous  and  attentive  in  discharging 
their  onerous  duties,  and  appear  anxious  that  the  existing  laws  for  the  Relief 
of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  should  not  be  condemned  as  inefficient  or  impracticable 
until  they  have  been  submitted  to  the  tests  of  time,  experience,  and  judicious 
administration,  both  of  their  letter  and  spirit. 

The  rate-collectors  were  in  attendance  to-day,  and  instructions  were  given  to 
them  to  proceed  more  vigorously  -with  the  collection  of  the  rate..  They 
severally  stated  that  they  had  promises  of  payment  by  numerous  parties  in  the 
course  of  the  current  week,  and  expected  to  be  able  to  lodge  a considerable 
sum  with  the  treasurer  on  or  before  Saturday  next. 

The  internal  condition  of  the  workhouse  is  much  improved,  and  the  master 
is  more  vigilant  and  more  efficient  in  the  way  of  insisting  on  the  performance 
of  task-work  by  the  able-bodied  inmates  than  he  formerly  was.  The  inmates 
now  find  that  the  workhouse  is  not  a place  of  indulgence,  affording  comfortable 
winter  quarters,  and  are  glad  to  embrace  any  opportunity  of  procuring  work  at 
reasonable  wages  outside.  If  the  weather  improves,  the  sheds  in  the  girls’ 
school-yard  will  shortly  be  completed,  and  then  I think  all  danger  of  a pressure 
on  the  workhouse  by  alleged  able-bodied  paupers  will  be  removed. 


Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  13,  1.848.' 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to-day.  The 
meeting  was  not  a numerous  one,  in  consequence  of  the  necessary  absence  of 
several  Guardians,  who  were  obliged  to  attend  the  assizes  at  Lifford. 

All  routine  business  was  satisfactorily  disposed  of,  and  there  was  no  other 
business  of  much  importance  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board. 

The  rate-collectors  were  in  attendance,  with  lists  of  persons  who  have  not 
yet  paid  the  present  rate,  and  the  Guardians  having  gone  over  these  lists, 
instructed  the  collectors  to  put  the  law  immediately  into  force  against  the  most 
prominent  defaulters. 

The  rate  collectors  pointed  out' to  the  Guardians  a few  cases  in  which 
trustees  on  the  estates  of  minors,  and  receivers  on  estates  under  chancery,  had 
refused  to  pay  the  rate,  and  I write  by  to-night’s  post,  to  those  trustees  and 
receivers  under  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  state,  that  in  the  event  of  their  not 
forthwith  paying  to  the  collectors  the  amount  due,  I shall,  at  the  request  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  apply  for  the  sanction  of  your  Board  for  taking 
proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  it  in  the  superior  Courts. 
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•Mr.  Horsley  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  27,  1848. 


I ATTENDED  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  when  the 
result  of  the  annual  election  of  Guardians  was  declared,  and  it  showed  that  with 
a few  exceptions,  the  Guardians  of  the  last  year  were  re-elected  for  the  current 
one.  The  chairman,  vice-chairman,  and  deputy  vice-chairman  of  the  Union  were 
also  re-elected  to  office  for  this  year. 

After  the  ordinary  business  had  been  transacted,  a long  discussion  with  regard 
to  the  expediency  of  out-door  relief  being  given  henceforth  in  oaten  instead  of 
Indian  meal  took  place ; and  eventually  a majority  of  the  Board  curried  the  ques- 
tion in  favour  of  oaten  meal ; and  further  resolved,  that  in  consideration  of  that 
description  of  food  being  more  costly  and  more  nutritive  than  Indian  meal,  the 
following  comparative  scale  in  substituting  one  kind  of  food  for  the  other  should 
be  adopted  : — 

Indian  meal.  Oaten 'meal. 


f 5 lbs. 
7 „ 

Instead  of  ( 10  „ 

15  „ 

L 20  „ 

4i  lbs. 
6 „ 

9 „ 
13*  „ 
18  „ 


The  arguments  made  use  of  by  the  majority  of  the  Board  to  bring  about  the 
above  alteration  in  the  out-door  relief  dietary  were  not,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
such  as  ought  to  have  legitimately  weighed  with  a Board  of  Guardians,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  provide  for  the  sufficient  maintenance  of  the  destitute  persons  within 
the  Union  at  the  least  possible  expense  to  the  ratepayers. 

The  majority  of  the  Board  argued  that  as  the  landowners  and  farmers  had  to 
bear  the  largest,  share  of  the  taxation  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  poor,  it  was 
only  fair  that  the  Guardians,  when  providing  food  for  the  poor,  should  give  a pre- 
ference to  the  home  over  the  foreign  market;  and  further,  that  it  was  highly 
desirable  to  raise,  in  every  possible  way,  the  price  of  home  produce,  in  order  to 
enable  the  landowners  and  farmers  to  meet  the  steadily  increasing  demands  on  their 
means  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

Now,  putting  this  view  of  a question  purely  of  political  economy  out  of  sight, 
without  any  reference  to  its  truth  or  fallacy,  I much  fear  that  whatever  good  its 
adoption  might  effect  in  the  way  of  putting  money  into  the  pockets  of  the  rate- 
payers, would  be  more  than  counterbalanced  by  its  unfair  operation  against  the 
stomachs  of  the  starving  and  helpless  poor.  For,  in  order  to  escape  from  the  charge 
of  extravagant  expenditure  in  supporting  the  poor,  the  Guardians  (as  you  will 
observe  by  their  adopted  scale)  assume  that  because  a pound  of  oaten  meal  is  dearer 
than  a pound  of  Indian  meal,  that  therefore  there  must  be  an  equivalent  difference 
in  the  amount  of  nourishment  afforded  from  a pound  of  oaten  meal  to  balance  its 
excess  of  price  over  a pound  of  Indian  meal.  But  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  com- 
petent judges  and  of  many  medical  authorities,  that  a pound  of  Indian  meal, 
properly  cooked,  will  yield  as  much  nourishment  to  the  consumer  as  a pound  of 
oaten  meal ; and  I know  that  many  paupers  would  as  soon  have  Indian  as  oaten 
meal  for  food,  supposing  them  to  be  offered  equal  quantities  of  either  kind  ; and 
none  who  are  truly  near  the  starving  point  would  hesitate  to  prefer  the  increased 
bulk  of  food  which  Indian  meal  affords  over  oaten  meal,  for  the  same  amount  of 
money. 

I have  thought  it  only  right  to  give  you  my  opinion  on  the  subject,  because, 
although  the  Milford  Board  of  Guardians  have  hitherto  exercised  great  judgment 
and  economy  in  giving  to  destitute  persons  a sufficient  measure  of  relief  merely 
according  to  the  merits  of  each  individual  case,  I am  persuaded  that  any  attempts 
at  increased  economy  in  this  way  would  not  only  be  merciless  towards  the  poor, 
but  would  be  fraught  with  danger  to  their  health  and  lives. 

I should  be  extremely  sorry  to  interfere  with  the  discretionary  powers  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians ; but  they  (the  Guardians)  do  appear  to  me  to  step  a little  out 
of  their  province,  when  they  avowedly  express  their  determination  to  feed  the 
paupers  receiving  relief  in  and  out  of  the  workhouse,  in  such  a manner  as  shall,  if 
possible,  have  the  effect  of  creating  a market  for  and  raising  the  prices  of  home 
produced  provisions. 

With  reference  to  the  clandestine  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors  by  paupers 
into  the  Milford  workhouse,  mentioned  by  me  in  my  last  report,  I have  the  honour 
to  report  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  decided  upon  going  fully  into  the  case 
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on  Monday  next ; and  I will  in  the  mean  time  summon  all  parties  from  whom 
evidence  is  likely  to  be  obtained  to  appear  before  me  in  the  Board-room  upon 
that  day. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — Ap'il  10,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  the  statement  contained 
in  your  report  of  the  26th  ult.,  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  determined  to 
give  out-door  relief  in  oaten  meal  instead  of  Indian  as  they  have  hitherto  done,  and 
that  in  consequence  of  the  oaten  meal  being  more  costly  and  more  nutritious  than 
Indian  meal,  they  have  determined  to  reduce  the  scale  of  ration  hitherto  adopted. 

In  reference  thereto  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  they  have 
communicated  with  the  Board  of  Health  on  the  subject  of  the  change  in  the  out- 
door relief  allowances,  and  that  Board  has  expressed  an  opinion  that  oatmeal  is  not 
more  nutritious  than  Indian  meal,  and  that  there  should  not  therefore  be  any 
reduction  in  quantity  where  oatmeal  is  substituted  for  Indian  meal. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  bring  this  subject  again  under  the 
notice  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  impress  upon  them  the  necessity  of  acting 
in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  Board  of  Health  in  this  respect. 
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The  Vice-Guardi ans  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  24,  1848. 

1.  We  have  this  day  been  enabled  to  increase  the  accommodation  of  the 
workhouse  to  a considerable  degree,  by  the  conversion  into  dormitories  of  two 
apartments,  and  two  sheds  that  have  heretofore  been  unused  for  any  purpose. 

2.  We  trust  before  very  long  that  we  shall  probably  be  in  a position  to  obviate 
all  necessity  for  out-door  relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act  at  all,  and  in 
furtherance  of  this  object  we  beg  to  request  your  sanction,  at  as  early  a day  as 
you  can  furnish  us  with  it,  for  the  immediate  erection  of  sleeping  galleries  in 
the  three  dormitories  to  which  they  have  not  been  as  yet  added,  one  had  been 
got  up  prior  to  our  coming  here. 

3.  With  reference  to  a still  further  increase  in  the  house  accommodation,  we 
would  suggest  that  not  only  should  the  project  of  the  late  Board  for  raising  the 
idiot  wards  be  at  once  persevered  in,  but  that  you  should  also  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  either  adding  one  wing,  capable  of  holding  100  persons,  to  each  end  of 
the  main  building,  or  if  you  prefer  a structure  of  a more  economical  nature,  of' 
erecting  slated  sheds  along  the  walls  of  the  male  and  female  yards.  The  badness 
of  these  walls,  and  the  consequent  improbability  of  their  being  able  to  bear  any 
great  weight  upon  them,  as  well  as  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  country  with 
regard  to  the  extent  of  destitution,  we  consider  a fair  argument  in  favour  of  the 
former  of  the  two  propositions.  We  shall  be  anxious  to  receive  your  decision 
upon  this  very  important  subject. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  7,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  have  communi- 
cated with  their  architect  on  the  subject,  and  I am  to  request  that  you  will 
specify  the  two  apartments  and  two  sheds  heretofore  unused,  which  you  propose 
to  convert  into  dormitories. 

In  regard  to  the  erection  of  sleeping  galleries  in  the  three  dormitories  to 
which  they  have  not  yet  been  added,  the  architect  thinks  that  it  would  not  be 
advisable  to  erect  sleeping  galleries  at  present,  considering  the  approach  of 
warmer  weather,  and  the  necessity  for  corresponding  day-rooms  which  would 
be  requisite  if  the  sleeping  accommodation  be  increased. 

With  regard  to  raising  the  idiot  wards,  I am  to  enclose  herewith  plans  for 
that  purpose,  and  am  to  request  that  the  Vice-Guardians  will  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  carrying  out  this  desirable  addition  to  the  workhouse  accommodation. 

In  regard  to  the  proposition  for  the  erection  of  wings  for  200  more  persons,  or 
of  sheds  along  the  walls  of  the  male  and  female  yards,  the  architect  states  that 
permanent  additions  (which  alone  are  desirable  for  this  purpose)  to  accommo- 
date 200  persons  would  cost  about  1000/. ; and  the  funds  for  the  purpose  should 
be  provided  in  the  first  instance.  He  at  the  same  time  intimates  that  the  yard 
walls  are  not  adapted  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  suggested. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  recommend  that  you 
should  hire  a detached  building  if  it  can  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  Union,  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  additional  workhouse  accommodation,  without  the 
delay  necessarily  incurred  in  the  erection  of  any  new  building. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  26,  1848. 

As  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  much  gross  imposition  has  been 
practised  in  this  Union  in  the  admission  of  able-bodied  persons  in  actual  em- 
ployment upon  the  out-door  relief  lists,  and  the  arrangements  are  not  yet  per- 
fected for  putting  to  them  the  work  test,  we  have  to  request  your  sanction  to 
our  offering  the  house  test  to  the  heads  of  families,  and  relieving  those  de- 
pendent on  them  outside. 

As  a general  principle  we  do  not  advocate  the  adoption  of  this  course,  and 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  this  Union  we  consider  it  the  only  safeguard 
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we  can  with  confidence  look  to,  and  we  have  no  doubt  of  its  working  well  in 
the  removal  of  abuses. 

We  shall  of  course  not  continue  a practice  in  many  respects  so  open  to  ob- 
jection, one  hour  longer  than  we  find  it  necessary. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  3,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  course  proposed  is  one  which  you  can  legally  take,, 
and  the  question  is  one  of  expediency. 

The  Commissioners  have  no  objection  to  leave  the  matter  in  your  hands  to  try 
the  experiment,  if  you  feel  satisfied  that  in  present  circumstances  it  would  be 
attended  with  good  results.  Great  care,  however,  must  be  taken  to  give  due 
relief  to  the  families  not  admitted  into  the  workhouse,  while  the  able-bodied  men 
are  relieved  in  that  establishment ; inasmuch  as  if  they  should  be  exposed  to 
unnecessary  privations,  the  Vice-Guardians  will  incur  much  blame. 


Captain  Lang  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  26,  1848. 

Within  the  last  few  days  the  able-bodied  paupers  in  the  workhouse  of 
this  Union  have  been  employed  in  cleaning  up  the  several  yards,  gathering  the 
stones  off  the  ground  belonging  to  the  workhouse,  and  in  breaking  them  as 
small  as  possible  for  the  purpose  of  gravelling  the  yards,  &c.,  which  had  never 
been  properly  done  or  finished.  On  a minute  inspection  of  the  premises  I found 
the  sewerage  very  defective,  and  many  of  the  principal  sewers  stopped  by  an 
accumulation  of  filth ; they  were  originally  badly  constructed,  neither  wide 
enough,  nor  with  sufficient  fall  to  carry  off  the  water  from  either  the  kitchen 
or  the  wash-house.  I have  directed  the  master  to  employ  a portion  of  the 
able-bodied  paupers  in  having  the  sewers  opened,  that  they  may  be  thoroughly 
cleaned  out,  and  these  defects  remedied.  The  fireplaces  are  all  too  small  for 
the  size  of  the  rooms,  and  constructed  on  the  very  worst  principles  for  economy 
of  fuel  and  giving  out  heat ; it  will  be  necessary  to  have  them  all  re-set,  and 
to  adopt  the  use  of  the  low  American  or  cottage  grates,  which  are  much  less 
expensive  than  those  in  use,  and  much  more  advantageous  in  every  respect. 

The  pumps  are  all  unserviceable  and  out  of  order.  I have  directed  the  con- 
tractor to  be  written  to,  that  if  he  does  not  take  immediate  steps  to  have  them 
repaired  and  made  serviceable,  I shall  have  the  work  done  by  some  other 
tradesman,  and  the  cost  stopped  out  of  his  contract. 

The  clothing  and  bedding  of  the  paupers  I found  very  deficient,  and  in  a bad 
state.  I have  directed  the  master  and  matron  to  make  out  lists  of  the  stock  on 
hand  of  the  several  articles,  distinguishing  such  as  are  unserviceable,  that  on 
inspection  they  may  be  cast,  and  the  deficiency  supjilied. 

We  have  advertised  for  a tailor  and  a shoemaker  to  instruct  some  of  the  boys 
above  15  in  these  trades,  so  that  in  future  the  shoes  and  clothing  may  be  made  • 
in  the  establishment,  while  it  will  place  so  many  in  a position  to  earn  their  own 
bread  on  leaving  the  house. 

I have  to  report  a visible  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  and  regularity  of 
the  workhouse.  J 

I hope  soon  to  get  rid  of  many  of  the  contracts  entered  into  by  the  late  Board 
of  Guardians,  which  were  made  on  very  unfavourable  and,  indeed,  exorbitant 
terms.  As  soon  as  we  caii  establish  a bakery  in  the  workhouse  we  shall  get  rid 
of  the  bread  contract,  which  was  the  worst  of  all.  I shall  continue  to  give  my 
earnest  attention,  and  direct  that  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  these  most  necessary 
reforms.  J 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  10,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  they  have  commu- 
nicated with  their  architect  respecting  the  sewers  of  the  workhouse  of  the 
Granard  Union,  and  he  suggests  that  some  of  the  drains  must  require  cleansing; 
he  states  that  there  is  a plan  of  the  drains  at  the  workhouse,  and  that  there  is 
not  any  great  extent  of  under-ground  drains. 

With  regard  to  covering  the  yards  with  broken  stones  or  gravel,  the  architect 
suggests  that  the  jwesent  surface  of  the  yards  should  be  lowered  in  any  place 
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where  the  additional  gravel  may  raise  the  outer  surface  of  the  ground  higher 
than  the  inner  floors  of  the  workhouse  ; he  also  suggests  that  the  labour  oi  the 
paupers  might  be  advantageously  employed  in  getting  the  yards,  roads,  and  site 
of  their  workhouse  in  good  order. 


Captain  Lang  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  29,  1848. 

The  Vice-Guardians  appear  to  anticipate  considerable  difficulty  in  suc- 
cessfully grappling  with  the  entangled  state  of  the  affairs  of  this  Union,  and  in 
bringing  up  the  arrears  of  business  into  which  the  books  and  accounts  have  been 
suffered  to  fall,  whether  through  the  negligence  and  inattention  of  the  late  Board 
of  Guardians,  or  the  untoward  circumstances  in  which  the  clerk  was  placed. 

They  have  expressed  their  wish  that  an  application  should  be  made  to  your  office 
for  the  assistance  of  a clerk  conversant  with  the  machinery  of  workhouse  accounts. 

As  a preliminary  step  to  a right  understanding  of  the  financial  state  of  the 
Union,  I have  advised  them  to  call  in  (by  a public  advertisement)  all  outstanding 
claims  against  the  late  Board  and  the  workhouse,  to  be  accompanied  by  the 
necessary  vouchers,  and  then  to  institute  a searching  scrutiny  into  the  items  of 
each  account,  balancing  them  against  whatever  sums  may  appear  to  have  been 
paid  on  account  at  any  period,  and  to  have  the  whole  of  these  demands  before  them 
in  a tangible  shape,  previous  to  signing  a cheque  for  the  full  payment  of  any  par- 
ticular one. 

With  such  implements  as  we  could  obtain,  we  have  this  day  set  the  able-bodied 
on  the  relief  lists  of  the  Granard  electoral  division  to  work  upon  the  ground 
belonging  to  the  house. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  1,  1818. 

Adverting  to  the  application  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Granard  Union, 
for  the  assistance  from  this  office  of  a clerk  conversant  with  the  machinery  of 
workhouse  accounts,  I am  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a copy  of  a 
letter  this  day  addressed  to  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  subject. 

Your  letter  to  the  chairman  of  Board  of  Works  was  forwarded  to  him,  and  the 
Commissioners  have  themselves  addressed  the  Board  of  Works  on  the  subject. 


Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — March  1, 1S48. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday’s  date,  conveying  the  request  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Granard  Union,  for  the 
assistance  of  some  gentleman  out  of  this  office  for  a few  weeks  to  aid  in  the  regulation  of  the 
accounts  of  the  Union  ; and  in  reply  I am  to  state  that  in  the  present  great  pressure  of 
business  in  this  office,  the  Commissioners  are  unable  to  spare  any  of  their  officers,  and  regret 
that  they  are  therefore  unable  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 

The  Commissioners,  however,  request  that  every  exertion  maybe  made  to  have  the  accounts 
and  arrears  made  up  without  delay,  and  that  any  assistance  which  may  be  necessary  should 
if  practicable,  be  procured  for  the  purpose. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March -2,  1848. 

1.  We  have  the  honour  to  report  that  since  the  24th  ultimo,  we  have 
been  closely  engaged  in  revising  the  books  of  the  several  relieving  officers. 

Taking  into  account  the  difficulties  we  have  to  contend  with,  and  the  absence 
as  yet  in  the  rural  districts  of  any  valid  test  to  indicate  the  destitution  of  the 
recipients,  we  think  we  are  warranted  in  saying  that  we  have  already  made  some 
progress  towards  an  improved  state  of  things. 

The  late  system  pursued  in  this  Union  having  been  to  admit  upon  the  lists 
almost  indiscriminately,  all  who  applied  for  relief,  without  in  any  case  allowing 
nearly  enough  for  the  support  of  life,  we  have  had  to  entertain  and  decide  every 
case  upon  the  relieving  officers’  books  separately. 

This  has  involved  a considerable  loss  of  our  time,  blit  was  unavoidable  under 
the  circumstances. 

The  increased  scale  of  rations  adopted  by  us  will  add  materially  to  the  current 
expenditure  of  the  Union. 

Captain  Lang,  your  resident  Inspector,  is  doing  all  in  his  power  to  press  for- 
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ward  his  arrangements  for  the  application  of  the  work  test  to  the  able-bodied, 
and  we  shall  be  in  a position  by  Monday  next  to  offer  house  accommodation, 
which  is  in  our  opinion  the  only  indisputable  index  of  destitution,  to  as  many  as 
140  persons ; and  should  you  not  disapprove  of  the  course,  we  mean  to  confine 
this  to  the  able-bodied  heads  of  families  to  whose  circumstances  the  strongest 
suspicions  of  imposture  attaches. 

2.  The  collectors,  with  whom  we  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  have  more  than 
one  interview,  have  given  us  promise  of  vigorous  exertion  in  getting  in  the  rates. 
We  have  required  them  to  attend  before  us  on  every  Tuesday,  and  we  shall  thus 
be  able  to  exercise  over  them  a strict  control. 

In  one  district  (Gelshagh)  the  refusal  of  the  late  collector  to  give  up  his  books 
has  caused  considerable  delay ; we  had  been  obliged  to  summon  him  to  the 
Petty  Sessions’  Court  to  be  held  on  this  day,  and  he  has  only  this  instant  attended 
before  us  to  comply  with  our  demand. 

3.  An  air  of  bustle  and  activity  has  at  length  begun  to  exhibit  itself  amongst 
the  inmates.  Several  of  the  defects  pointed  out  in  our  general  report  have 
been  remedied,  and  numbers  of  boys  and  men  are  now  daily  employed  in  break- 
ing stones  for  the  yards,  and  digging  up  the  grounds  about  the  workhouse.  For 
the  present  we  forbear  making  further  allusions  to  the  officers  of  the  house ; 
but  it  is  not  improbable  that  before  long  we  may  have  to  recommend  to  your 
consideration  the  propriety  of  effecting  some  alteration  in  this  respect. 

_ We  beg  to  acknowledge,  in  conclusion,  our  sense  of  the  kindly  co-operative 
disposition  exhibited  by  Captain  Lang  on  every  occasion. 

There  are  many  salutary  reforms  in  the  affairs  of  this  Union  which  we  all  feel 
to  be  most  necessary,  but  with  the  generally  defective  staff  we  have  to  rely  upon 
for  carrying  out  our  views,  it  will  be  a work  of  some  time  to  effect  them. 


Captain  Lang  to  the  Commissioners: — March  4,  1848. 

I have  to  report  that  the  Vice-Guardians  are  proceeding  zealously  and 
steadily  in  the  operations  necessary  for  bringing  the  affairs  of  this  Union  into  a 
more  regular  and  satisfactory  state. 

The  improvement  within  the  last  week  in  the  condition  of  the  workhouse  is 
apparent  and  progressive,  under  the  watchful  inspection  of  the  Guardians  and 
the  unremitting  attention  I have  devoted  to  it. 

Printed  notices  have  been  made  out,  fixing  the  time  and  places  of  attendance 
for  the  relievmg  officers  m their  several  districts  for  receiving  applications  and 
distributing  relief.  Their  operations  hitherto  were  conducted  without  any  order 
or  regularity,  and  they  never  had  enforced  the  least  subordination  amongst  the 
paupers  crowding  round  the  relief  stations.  Much  disturbance,  and  in  some 
cases  threatened  violence  to  the  relieving  officers,  resulted  from  their  ne°-ligence. 
I have  succeeded  in  suppressing  all  demonstrations  of  this  nature  by  threatenin'’- 
to  strike  off  the  lists  every  person  concerned  in  any  outrage,  or  abettin°-  the 
perpetrators.  ° ° 

I find  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  frequently  to  be  present  at  the  issue  of 
rations  at  the  remote  relief  stations  until  a more  orderly  and  regular  system  is 
established,  and  narrowly  to  watch  the  conduct  of  the  relieving  officers,  and  to 
support  their  authority  with  the  paupers. 

An  address  has  been  printed  for  distribution  to  the  principal  rate-payers  and 
resident  gentry,  calling  upon  them  to  inspect  frequently  the  list  of  earners  re- 
ceiving relief,  and  to  afford  information  to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  any  imposition 
attempted  or  perpetrated.  1 

I have  at  last  received  the  order  from  the  Board  of  Works  for  the  implements 
we  required,  and  a beginning  has  been  made  in  bringing  the  labour  test  into 
operation,  which  I hope  to  be  able  to  extend  generally  throughout  the  Union 
m the  course  of  the  ensuing  week.  ° 


Captain  Lang  to  the  Commissioners:' — March  7,  1848. 

, , W"H  5efere““  t0  y.01!1'  »f  the  2nd  March,  I am  of  opinion 

that  the  order  for  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  might  be  suspended  in  this  district  on  the  18th 
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of  March.  The  Vice-Guardians  agree  with  me  in  this,  and  by  that  time  we  hope 
to  be  able  to  make  such  arrangements  as  will  allow  us  to  apply  the  workhouse 
test  in  all  such  cases. 

I would  be  more  especially  strengthened  in  this  opinion,  could  we  be  favoured 
by  a grant  of  provisions  from  the  British  Association,  to  expend  in  affording 
rations  to  the  children  of  the  poor  attending  the  several  schools.  With  this  view 
I wrote  to  the  Count  Strzelecki,  from  whom  I received  the  enclosed  courteous 
reply ; and  I have  to  request  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  Commissioners 
to  my  application  for  a grant. 

When  I was  acting  as  Inspector  in  the  Ballyshannon  Union,  the  Count  was 
pleased  to  place  some  grants  at  my  disposal,  which  I applied  in  this  way  with 
the  most  gratifying  results. 

The  grants  were  so  well  and  economically  administered,  that  I was  enabled  to 
supply  the  children  at  eight  or  ten  schools  with  sufficient  good  nourishing  food  of 
porridge  made  of  Indian  meal  and  rice,  up  to  the  period  when  the  distribution  of 
bread  commenced  under  the  inspection  of  Mr.  D’Arcy. 

It  would  afford  the  Commissioners  much  gratification  to  read  the  numerous 
letters  of  thanks  I received  from  the  resident  clergy  and  gentlemen  interested  in 
the  success  and  prosperity  of  the  several  schools,  and  to  have  witnessed  the 
improved  appearance  and  health  of  the  poor  children.  In  this  district  such  a 
measure  would  be  most  necessary  and  beneficial;  the  hordes  of  poor  children 
continually  to  be  seen  about  the  roads  and  streets  throughout  this  Union,  surpass 
in  numbers  and  destitution  all  I ever  observed  in  any  other  district  I have  passed 
through.  We  have  brought  the  labour  test  fully  into  operation  in  this  immediate 
vicinity,  and  have  a large  number  of  the  able-bodied  at  work  on  the  ground  about 
the  workhouse,  which  I hope  will  soon  present  a more  cultivated  and  pleasing 
aspect. 

I have  communicated  to  Edward  Sheridan,  the  relieving  officer  of  Lough  Gowna 
and  Scrabby,  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  investigation  into  his 
conduct : and  the  Vice-Guardians  are  on  the  look  out  for  a properly  qualified 
person  to  fill  his  situation. 


Enclosure. 

Count  Strzelecki  to  Captain  Lang: — March  3, 1S48. 

I was  very  glad  to  receive  a letter  from  you,  and  shall  be  most  happy  to  comply  with 
your  wishes,  provided  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  will  see  the  necessity  of  my  inter- 
ference in  your  Union.  To  them  you  should  refer,  and  represent  the  extent,  of  the  distress, 
for  I am  entirely  guided  by  them  in  the  selection  of  Unions,  to  which  the  relief  in  food  to 
children,  granted  by  the  Association,  is  to  be  extended. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  14,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  7th  instant,  relating  to  the  suspension  of  the  order  for  out-door  relief 
to  able-bodied  men  in  the  Granard  Union,  and  I am  to  state  that  under  the 
circumstances,  the  Commissioners  intend  not  to  renew  the  existing  order,  which 
expires  on  19th  instant,  hut  will  issue  an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  other 
classes  (except  able-bodied  men)  not  relievable  out  of  the  workhouse,  under 
section  1 of  10  Vic.  cap.  31 ; such  as  widows  with  one  child,  orphans,  and  women 
whose  husbands  are  in  confinement  or  absent  from  Ireland. 

As  regards  the  application  for  a grant  of  provisions  from  the  British  Association, 
the  Commissioners  regret  to  be  unable  to  comply  with  your  request,  inasmuch  as 
the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  British  Association  are.  limited,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners feel  the  paramount  necessity  of  economizing  those  means  as  far  as  possible. 

The  enclosure  in  your  letter  is  returned  herewith,  as  requested. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  10,  1848. 

1.  Since  we  had  the  honour  of  reporting  our  progress  to  you  oh  the 
2nd  instant,  we  have  been  unusually  occupied  by  a variety  of  business,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  our  minutes  for  this  week,  and  this  report  will  unavoidably 
arrive  at  your  office  a day  later  than  usual. 


Granard  Union. 
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Gianard  Union. 


2.  We  have  had  to  entertain  for  the  supply  of  different  articles  tenders  to  a 
large  amount.  The  minutes  will  explain  what  we  have  clone  in  this  respect ; 
in  ten  instances  we  have  had  to  reject  all  the  tenders  for  meal  contracts  as  ex- 
travagantly high.  The  apparent  combination  of  the  parties  in  those  particular 
localities  we  ascribe  to  the  prevalence  of  a feeling,  that  our  insolvent  condition 
would  force  us  to  accept  any  terms  offered  to  us. 

Our  success  in  last  week’s  collection  has,  however,  enabled  us  to  pay  large 
sums  on  account  to  nearly  every  one  to  whom  we  stand  indebted ; and  as  our 
resources  are,  notwithstanding,  far  from  being  exhausted,  we  have  no  doubt  the 
result  of  a second  advertisement  will  be  very  different. 

3.  We  have  heretofore  not  been  in  a position  to  advert  at  length  to  the  rate 
collectors ; we  have  this  week,  however,  effected  a close  examination  of  their 
books,  and  can  therefore  now  speak  with  some  confidence  on  the  subject.  The 
amount  lodged  last  week,  950/.,  was,  we  think,  satisfactory,  all  things  con- 
sidered. It  was  the  first  week’s  operations  under  our  immediate  surveillance, 
and  two  collectors,  lately  appointed,  had  not  begun  to  act  at  all.  One  of  the 
latter  has,  we  regret  to  say,  since  resigned  ; but  notwithstanding  this  untoward 
event,  we  think,  judging  from  what  we  have  seen  of  the  men,  that  we  have  a 
fair  prospect  of  being-  soon  placed  in  a sufficiently  independent  position  to  meet 
all  our  liabilities,,  and  command  whatever  we  require  at  the  market  prices. 

So  far  we  can  speak  favorably  of  the  aspect  of  things  in  this  important 
department ; but  in  all  other  respects  we  must  add,  that  nothing  can  possibly 
be  more  disorderly  or  loose  than  the  manner  in  which  the  accounts  of  the 
collectors,  and  everything  connected  with  them  have  been  conducted  from  the 
formation  of  the  Union  up  to  this  moment. 

We  felt  it  necessary  to  record  by  resolution  in  the  minutes  of  this  week’s 
proceedings  our  views  on  this  head ; and  we  here  revert  to  the  subject  merely 
to  state,  that  when  we  couple  with  the  condition  of  this  one  branch  of  the 
accounts,  the  fact  that  three  successive  half-years  have  now  almost  elapsed  since 
the  general  accounts  of  the  Union  were  last  made  up,  we  cannot  conceal  our 
deliberate  opinion,  that  one  or  other  of  two  things  is  absolutely  necessary,  viz., 
that  either  an  experienced  auditor  from  the  office  should,  as  already  suggested, 
come  here  for  a while,  and  place  all  the  accounts  of  the  Union  in  a complete 
state  up  to  this  date,  or,  if  this  cannot  be,  that  a vastly  more  efficient  and  encraetic 
officer  than  the  present  clerk  be  provided.  This  alternative  we  put  with 
reluctance.  The  clerk  is  a respectable  person,  and  has  had  some  domestic 
afflictions  to  excuse  a good  deal  of  past  neglect ; but  a sense  of  duty  obliges  us 
to  say,  that  we  fear  he  is  now  wholly  incapable,  even  with  ordinary  assistance, 
of  attempting  to  grapple  with  the  complicated  mass  of  arrear  he  has  suffered 
to  accumulate. 

4.  The  minutes  convey  the  resignations  of  several  of  the  officers  of  the 
Union ; this  will,  we  hope,  enable  us  to  introduce  some  more  useful  persons 
into  our  staff  than  we  found  on  our  arrival. 

5.  Our  anticipations  of  the  good  effects  to  be  derived  from  putting  the  house- 
test  to  the  heads  of  families  have  been  fully  realised.  Several  persons,  who 
boldly  presented  themselves  for  admission,  on  finding  that,  contrary  to  general 
belief,  we  had  room  for  them,  returned  home  again  without  delay.  We  regret 
we  cannot  apply  the  test  in  every  instance,  as  we  do  not  think  it  is  possible 
without  it  to  defeat  the  system  of  imposture  so  deplorably  prevalent. 

There  is  nothing  further  that  requires  comment  at  present  from  us. 


Captain  Lang  to  the  Commissioners: — March  11,  1848. 

+i  f fi  * -t^VEr?ie  }i?nour  to  }'eP01%  f°r  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  the  Vice-Guardians  continue  their  strenuous  exertions  to  bring  the  affairs 
of  this  Union  into  a more  satisfactory  state,  and  I receive  from  them  the  most 
cordial  co-operation. 

In  consequence  of  the  notice  for  contracts,  several  have  been  offered  in  the 
course  of  the  week  on  more  advantageous  terms  than  those  previously  existing ; 
some  have  been  accepted  for  a limited  period,  and  others  deferred  for  futme 
competition. 

ma|ter  has  tendered  his  resignation,  which  has  been  accepted  by  the 
W,10  haye  t advertised  for  candidates  to  fill  the  situation. 
Edward  Sheridan,  the  relieving  officer  for  Loughgowna  and  Scrabby,  has  given 
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in  his  resignation,  as  has  also  Thomas  Sheridan,  the  relieving  officer  for  Granard 
,and  Abbeylara. 

There  has  been  a visible  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  and  regularity  of 
the  workhouse,  and  with  the  efficient  assistance  of  the  Vice-Guardians  I do  not 
despair  of  seeing  the  workhouse  and  grounds  become  a model  establishment 
for  neatness  and  order. 

The  important  duty  of  collecting  the  rates  is  progressing  in  a satisfactory 
manner,  and  the  lodgments  made  last  week  show  an  increased  activity  and 
energy  on  the  part  of  most  of  the  collectors. 

The  inclemency  of  the  weather  has  in  some  degree  retarded  the  operation 
of  the  labour  test ; but  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  week,  I hope  to  be  able  to 
report  considerable  progress  in  working  Out  this  important  duty. 

Two  of  Robinson’s  steam-cooking  apparatus  have  been  ordered,  to  make  a 
commencement  in  substituting  cooked  food  for  distribution  in  the  division  of 
Granard,  in  lieu  of  the  present  rations  issued  for  out-door  relief. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  17,  1848. 

Nothing  has  occurred  since  the  10th  instant  which  peculiarly  requires 
comment  from  us. 

The  affairs  generally  of  the  Union  exhibit,  w e-think,  a decidedly  improved 
appearance  in  almost  every  .department. 

We  are  given  to  understand  that  our  proceedings  have  upon  the  whole  met 
with  the  approval  of  the  gentlemen  connected  by  property  with  this  district. 
Some  of  them  have  occasionally  attended  at  the  Board-room  to  assist  in  the 
transaction  ol  local  business.  We  have  endeavoured  to  promote  this  practice 
amongst  the  rate-payers  of  every  class  in  the  Union,  as  we  feel  that  the  confidence 
and  co-operation  of  those  who  possess  accurate  local  information,  are  of  the  last  im- 
portance in  enabling  us  to  cope  successfully  with  the  difficulties  of  the  present  period. 

On  the  other  hand  vve  hope  we  have  not  failed  to  secure  to  the  really  destitute 
suitable  relief  so  far  as  we  could  acquaint  ourselves  with  their  circumstances. 
We  have  heard  that  amongst  this  class  too,  a feeling  of  satisfaction  at  present 
arrangements  is  as  general  as  it  could  be  reasonably  expected  to  be. 

In  the  electoral  division  of  Granard  itself,  the  workhouse  grounds  have  afforded 
us  the  means  of  testing  the  destitution  of  all  the  able-bodied  applicants,  and  the 
usefulness  of  it  as  an  index  of  real  want  is  sufficiently  evidenced  by  the  fact,  that 
of  the  original  applicants  for  relief,  those  who  attended  to  work  were  not  as 
numerous  as  those  who  declined. 

In  the  rural  districts,  where  tlie  same  facility  did  not  offer  for  putting  a similar 
test,  we  have  required  the  heads  of  families  to  come  into  the  house,  sending  an 
order  at  the  same  time  to  the  relieving  officers  to  make  due  provision  for  their 
families  outside.  This  system  too  has  exposed  a very  great  amount  of  imposition  ; 
but,  when  we  consider  the  numbers  that  have,  nevertheless,  within  the  last  few 
days  availed  themselves  of  the  offer,  we  are  disposed  to  think  that  in  any  restricted 
order  you  may  continue  in  operation  after  the  18th  instant  it  would  be  well  to 
include  the  families  of  all  who  are  so  situated.  It  may  be  safely  assumed  that  if 
employment  can  be  had  men  able  to  work  will  not  remain  in  the  house.  This 
suggestion,  however,  we  merely  offer  for  your  consideration. 

The  collectors  with  one  or  two  exceptions  are  doing  their  duty  very  creditably. 
The  lodgment  last  week,  though  it  fell  short  of  what  we  reckoned  upon,  was 
good,  and  the  magistrates  had  yesterday  before  them  at  petty  sessions,  we  believe 
over  100  cases  for  non-payment  of  rate. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  22,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  proposition  to  admit  into  the  workhouse  the  heads  of 
families,  and  relieving  their  wives  or  children  outside  the  workhouse,  I am  directed 
to  request  that  you  will  bear  in  mind  that  under  the  provisions  of  section  54  of 
1 and  2 Vic.  cap.  56,  and  section  8 of  10  Vic.  cap.  31,  relief  to  wives  and  children 
under  15  years  of  age,  is  relief  to  their  husbands  or  parents  respectively ; and  if 
such  husbands  or  parents  be  not  of  the  class  specified  in  section  1 of  10  Vic. 
cap.  31,  or  in  the  Commissioners’  order  already  issued  under  section  2,  out-door 
relief  cannot  legally  be  given  to  them. 


Gianard  Union. 
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Granard  Union. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  24,  1848. 


1.  Since  we  liad  last  the  honour  of  reporting  to  you,  your  general  order 
limiting  the  classes  entitled  to  out-door  relief  has  come  into  operation. 

This  has  lessened  considerably  the  pressure  both  upon  ourselves  and  the  officers 
of  the  Union  generally,  and  will  afford  us  more  leisure  than  we  have  yet  enjoyed 
for  effecting  some  desirable  improvements  in  the  condition  of  the  house,  as  well 
as  for  inspecting  personally  the  several  relieving  officers’  districts,  &c.,  which  we 
believe  to  be  a most  necessary  measure. 

2.  Our  intended  plans  have  to  some  extent  been  deranged  by  our  failure  on 
Wednesday  to  obtain,  in  several  instances,  suitable  persons  to  succeed  the  officers 
who  had  resigned ; our  staff,  therefore,  continues  very  imperfect : we  have 
re-advertised,  offering  an  increased  rate  of  salary,  and  trust  this  will  induce  a 
superior  class  of  persons  to  offer  themselves  to  us. 

Many  of  those  rejected  came  to  us  highly  recommended,  but  we  did  not  think 
we  should  be  warranted  in  appointing  to  responsible  situations,  involving  the 
expenditure  of  a large  amount  of  the  public  property,  persons  who,  upon  exami- 
nation, were  proved  to  be  incapable  of  making  the  simplest  arithmetical  calculation 
that  could  be  devised.  The  minutes  will  explain  the  particular  cases  in  which 
this  course  has  been  adopted  by  us. 

3.  We  perceive  by  a letter  this  day  received  from  you,  that  in  one  paragraph 
of  our  report  of  the  17th  instant,  we  did  not  distinctly  convey  our  meaning. 

We  are  aware  that  under  the  order  now  in  force  in  this  Union,  no  out-door 
relief  can  be  given  to  the  dependents  of  any  class  of  persons  not  included  therein. 

Our  suggestion  was  offered  in  anticipation  of  the  order  itself,  and  was  only 
intended  to  bring  under  your  notice  the  expediency,  if  it  was  possible,  of  making 
in  the  order  a special  exception  in  favour  of  families,  the  heads  of  which  were  in 
the  house. 


The  limited  house  accommodation  at  our  command,  and  the  great  distress  we 
apprehend  amongst  the  classes  excluded  from  your  order,  would  still  lead  us  to 
think  favourably  of  this  arrangement ; but  of  course  if  it  would  infringe  in  any 
way  upon  the  law,  it  is  unnecessary  to  entertain  it  further. 

4.  We  have  endeavoured  to  induce  persons  relievable  under  section  1 of  the 
Extension  Act,  and  yonr  orders  to  leave  the  house;  to  the  former  we  have 
offered  relief  in  money,  Is.  per  week  for  the  heads  of  families,  and  6 d.  for  the 
dependents ; but  even  so  we  have  not  had  much  success. 

5.  The  collection  of  the  rate  progresses  steadily ; the  average  weekly  receipts, 
though  not  large,  are  uniform,  and  on  the  whole  we  think  far  from  bad. 

6.  We  have  supplied  the  place  of  the  collector,  who  resigned,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a county-cess  collector  from  another  part  of  the  Union  ; no  local  person 
could  be  relied  upon  to  act  in  this  district.  The  poundage,  2a.,  though  hi  Hi  is 
the  same  that  the  late  Board  allowed ; and  the  division  is  in  every  sense  so*  bad, 
that  no  competent  person  would  accept  less. 

7.  We  have  had  some  correspondence  with  Mr.  Davis,  agent  for  the  sur- 
rounding  property,  relative  to  one  or  two  fields  that  adjoin  the  workhouse,  and 
which  we  think  would  be  a most  desirable  addition  to  our  present  grounds.  Mr. 

Q1Snw  so.onlVISlt  Granard,  and  has  promised  us  his  co-operation  in  the  matter. 

. through  the  medium  of  the  same  gentleman  we  have  a prospect  of  getting 
a piece  of  land  about  a mile  from  this  for  a burial  ground  for  the  paupers. 

.,  , llare  Jlls  week  been  enabled  to  contract  for  the  supply  of  meal  to  all 

the  depots  on  advantageous  terms,  R 5s.  per  ton  less  than  we  were  a fortnight 
since  ottered  by  the  same  parties.  5 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  29,  1848. 

I AM  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
reportof  the  24th  “stent,  and  m reply  I am  to  state  that  in  the  case  of  any 
family  the  head  of  which  can  legally  he  relieved  out  of  the  workhouse,  it  is  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  relieve  any  members  of  sucli  family  either  in 
relief^b  of.  the  workhouse,  as  they  may  deem  best;  due  care  being  taken  in  case 
relief  be  given  to  members  of  a family  out  of  the  workhouse,  wh.ll  the  head  of  it 
is  relieved  in  the  workhouse,  that  the  relief  to  the  former  be  sufficient. 

As  regards  the  additional  ground  you  propose  to  take  adjoining  the  workhouse, 
I am  to  request  that  you  will  inform  the  Commissioners  of  tie  extent  of  the 
giound  you  propose  to  take,  and  of  the  purposes  to  which  you  propose  to  apply  it. 
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The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  31,  1848. 

1st.  We  have  had  to  adjourn  our  Board  meeting  this  week  from  day  to 
day  since  Wednesday  last,  to  enable  us  to  scrutinize  the  several  accounts  which 
have  been  furnished  according  to  our  public  advertisement  calling  for  them. 

Since  taking  charge  of  this  Union  we  have  paid  off  debts,  some  of  them  very 
long  out-standing,  to  the  amount  of  294 U.  6s.  Id.,  and  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  cases  in  which  the  accounts  were  not  satisfactorily  made  out,  this  sum  has 
discharged  nearly  all  liabilities  to  the  25th  instant. 

We  shall  next  week  submit  for  your  information  a statistical  statement  exhibiting 
the  financial  condition  of  the  Union  on  our  arrival  here  and  at  present. 

For  the  five  weeks  ended  the  25th  instant,  the  average  amount  of  our  weekly 
lodgments  was  750/.,  and  in  forming  a judgment  of  this  sum,  it  is  necessary  to 
bear  in  mind  that  two  districts,  for  reasons  already  referred  to,  have  contributed 
nothing  to  the  amount,  and  that  the  rate  made  by  the  late  Board,  though  in  some 
instances  as  high  as  3s.,  varies  a good  deal  in  the  different  divisions  and  is  in  some 
cases  only  half  that. 

2nd.  We  have  been  able,  since  our  last  report,  to  visit  four  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. In  one  place  (Rathowen)  we  personally  visited  the  houses  of  some  of  the 
recipients,  and  what  we  then  witnessed  lias  strengthened  our  anxiety  to  devote 
as  much  time  as  our  other  duties  will  permit  to  a periodical  inspection  of  all  the 
districts. 

3rd.  The  pressure  upon  the  house  is  becoming  daily  greater.  We  have  made 
every  arrangement  consistent  with  a due  regard  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the 
inmates,  that  suggested  itself  to  us  for  making  the  house  accommodation  available 
as  far  as  possible.  As  yet  we  have  been  able  to  meet  the  demands  upon  us,  but 
the  agricultural  employment  of  the  district  is  so  very  limited  that  we  cannot  be 
sure  of  being  many  days  longer  in  a position  to  do  this. 

4th.  With  reference  to  the  land  alluded  to  in  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant, 
it  has  appeared  to  us  that  the  present  workhouse  ground,  not  altogether  exceeding- 
three  acres,  does  not  afford  a sufficient  field  for  the  employment  of  the  inmates^ 
and  we  think  that  if  an  addition  of  from  five  to  eight  acres  could  be  procured  on 
reasonable  terms,  it  would  be  of  the  utmost  advantage  as  affording  not  only  the 
means  for  employing  the  able-bodied  paupers  generally,  but  more  especially  so 
the  growing  up  boys,  whom  it  would  be  desirable  to  prepare  for  their  future 
pursuits  by  an  instructive  system  of  labour  during  their  residence  in  the  work- 
house. 

It  is  not,  however,  yet  certain  that  the  land  in  question  can  be  had  for  this 
purpose  ; and  in  any  case  we  shall  of  course  submit  all  the  particulars  for  your 
approval  before  taking  any  step  in  the  matter. 

5th.  The  two  subjects  already  referred  to,  viz.,  the  examination  of  the  accounts 
of  the  creditors,  and  the  inspection  of  the  rural  districts,  have  engaged  so  much  of 
our  attention  that  we  have  had  little  time  at  our  disposal  for  any  other  purpose 
this  week. 

Nothing  now  occurs  to  us  which  it  is  necessary  to  bring  under  your  notice. 

6th.  We  regret  to  find  that  illness  will  prevent  our  having  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  Mr.  Flanagan  for  some  time : there  were  many  matters  of  detail  on  which 
we  should  have  been  glad  to  have  had  his  advice  and  opinion. 

7th.  Things  are,  upon  the  whole,  progressing  in  a manner  satisfactory  to  us  ; 
we  have  given  our  exclusive  attention  since  our  arrival  to  the  performance  of  our 
duties,  and  many  abuses  have,  we  think,  been  checked,  and  many  difficulties 
surmounted  by  us;  but  many  of  both  still  remain  to  be  grappled  with. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  I,  1848. 

In  making  our  weekly  report  to  you  yesterday,  we  stated  our  belief  that 
we  could  not  much  longer  receive  into  the  house  the  numerous  applicants  for 
relief. 

The  unabated  pressure  which  has  since  then  continued,  has  produced  the  result 
somewhat  earlier  than  we  then  reckoned  upon,  and  we  are  under  the  necessity 
to-day  of  requesting  from  you  greater  powers  than  we  possess  under  your  order  of 
the  18th  ultimo.  or  i J 

Men,  vvomen,  and  children,  of  various  ages  are  hourly  thronging  round  the 
house  in  increasing  swarms.  The  fineness  of  the  weather,  which  obviates  the 

, 3 F 
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Granard  Union,  necessity  fur  the  proper  amount  of  workhouse  accommodation,  and  previous  good 
arrangements,  have  enabled  us  to  provide  temporarily  for  950  individuals,  but  iye 
cannot  receive  one  more. 

We  have  done  all  we  could  to  remove  from  the  house  all  persons  available  under 
the  1st  section,  but  many  of  them  could  not  be  induced  to  leave,  and  we  are 
unwilling  to  use  coercion. 

We  think  that  by  giving  out-door  relief  to  the  families  of  those  persons  who 
are  not  now  entitled  to  out  door  relief,  and  receiving  the  persons  themselves  into 
the  house,  we  could  accomplish  the  two  objects  of  giving  the  necessary  extent  of 
relief,  and  forcing  all  able  to  procure  employment  to  do  so. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — April  5,  184S. 

With  reference  to  your  reports  of  the  31st  ultimo  and  18th  instant,  and 
the  views  as  expressed  in  the  latter  report,  to  the  effect  that  by  granting  out-door 
relief  to  the  families  of  the  able-bodied,  and  receiving  the  latter  into  the  workhouse, 
you  could  accomplish  the  two  objects  of  giving  the  necessary  extent  of  relief  and 
obliging  all  the  able-bodied  who  could  procure  employment  to  do  so ; I am  to 
state  that  the  Commissioners  have  addressed  Captain  Lang,  the  Union  Inspector 
upon  the  subject.  1 5 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — April  6,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant 
referring  to  our  reports  of  the  31st  ultimo  and  1st  instant,  respectively,  and  stating 
that  you  had  addressed  Captain  Lang  on  the  subject  of  our  application  for 
authority  to  relieve  out  of  the  workhouse  the  families  of  such  able-bodied  persons 
as  we  could  receive  into  the  workhouse.  1 

Captain  Larjg  has  since  laid  before  us  the  communication  above  referred  to 
sugjstkl  y°U1'  Concul'rence  in  llis  view  of  tlle  inexpediency  of  adopting  our 

shi!li  °f  co.u,se  devote  our  best  energies  to  carry  out  the  law  in  conformity 
with  any  instructions  we  receive  from  you.  ^ 

But  standing  in  the  position  we  do  'of  Guardians  of  the  poor,  and  responsible 
for  their  lives,  we  had  no  other  course  open  to  us,  when  upon  the  1st  instant  we 
found  the  house  over- crowded  to  the  extent  of  230  individuals  beyond  the  legitimate 
number,  and  throngs  of  wretched  objects  still  calling  for  relief,  than  to  fpply “ 

ZuWr”  P°"’erS  *°  en“We  “S  40  de,J  :ith  SUC'1  “ « occasion 

We  have  not  left  one  available  inch  of  space  idle  throughout  the  whole 
establishment,  and  the  doctor,  with  whom  we  have  inspected  every  apartment 
s seriously  apprehensive  that  fever,  from  which  we  are  now  remLk  V free 
will  again  break  out  if  the  numbers  are  not  reduced.  This  applies  to  the 
dormitories,  wh.ch  we  have  had  thoroughly  ventilated.  The  day-room  accom? 
modation  is  of  course  deficient  to  a much  greater  extent 

The  pressure  from  applicants  continues  undiminished,  and  as  no  additional 

W1'ty- we  “ **  »y  ~f 

We  can  truly  assure  you  that  since  the  date  of  our  arrival  here  we  have 

your  minds  that  we  would  W ‘JZZ™ 

lately  require,  or  having  obtained  them,  use  them  without  necessity 
house6  an',“arePOrtJ“t  reCei'’ed  fl'0'"  ““e  medical  on  the  state  of  the 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Gleadowe  Griek  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — April  6,  1848. 

I have  examined  particularly  into  the  state  of  the  workhouse  with  regard  to  its  over 
ciowded  state,  and  am  decidedly  of  opinion  unless  you  immediately  diminish  the  number  of 
paupers  in  the  house  at  present,  there  must  undoubtedly  be  an  oiithrr.l  r ,,u"‘ber.ot 
disenses,  which  will  place  the  lives  of  the  inmates  in  the  greatet  daug^  °lh'r 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  8,  1848. 

I am  to  state  in  reply  that  on  the  representation  made  by  you  of  your 
difficulties  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  workhouse  accommodation,  the  Commis- 
sioners are  prepared  to  entertain  the  propriety  of  issuing  a more  extended  order 
than  that  now  in  force,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Poor  Law  Extension  Act,  if 
the  Inspector  of  the  Union,  Captain  Lang,  and  yourselves  should  on  consideration 
deem  that  course  necessary. 

The  Commissioners  fully  appreciate  your  exertions,  and  have  great  reliance  on 
your  assiduity  and  judgment;  but  the  only  course  by  which  they  can  communicate 

to  you  the  authority  you  ask  for  is  to  issue  a full  order  under  the  2nd  section a 

course  which  should  be  avoided  if  practicable,  but  which  in  the  last  resort  the 
Commissioners,  if  advised  that  it  is  necessary,  are  prepared  to  take. 


3 F 2 


Granard  Union. 
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Roscommon  Union. 


ROSCOMMON  UNION. 

Captain  Evans  to  the  Commissioners: — January  16,  1848. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  been  occupied  the  whole  of  the  week  in 
regulating  the  interior  economy  of  the  house,  examining  the  various  books,  & c., 
and  endeavouring  to  complete  the  collectors’  books  to  enable  them  to  issue  the 
warrants,  but  unfortunately  some  of  the  late  collectors  did  not  attend  to  give 
the  necessary  informations ; the  Vice-Guardians  have  written  to  their  securities, 
which  may  have  some  effect.  They  devote  their  whole  time  and  attention  to 
their  duties,  and  if  perseverance  and  personal  exertion  can  overcome  difficulties, 

I feel  assured  that  the  Vice-Guardians  of  this  Union  will  do  so. 

The  condition  of  the  house  in  point  of  regularity  and  cleanliness  is  daily  ' 
improving,  but  much  has  yet  to  be  done.  No  attention  has  heretofore  been 
paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  house  or  of  the  paupers,  and  no  fixed  duties 
allotted  to  the  able-bodied,  to  keep  either  the  dormitories,  dining-halls,  or 
passages  clean.  The  Vice-Guardians  and  myself  have  appointed  four  women 
to  the  dining-halls,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  keep  the  halls,  tables,  and  stoves 
in  order.  We  have  also  appointed  six  -women  to  the  kitchen,  and  women  to 
the  several  dormitories,  convalescent  wards,  &c. ; in  short,- to  every  station, 
who  will  be  responsible  for  their  respective  departments : this  is  the  only  means 
by  which  the  house  can  be  brought  into  order. 

Considering  the  crowded  state  of  the  house,  the  paupers,  generally  speaking, 
are  tolerably  healthy,  but  suffering  a good  deal  from  the  want  of  clothing, 
particularly  the  children,  who  are  nearly  naked. 

Fever  and  dysentery  are  still  on  the  increase,  but  few  deaths  have  taken 
place  during  the  week. 

Forty-five  cases  of  fever  have  been  removed  out  of  the  body  of  the  house 
within  the  last  few  days,  into  the  new  fever  hospital ; and  as  soon  as  the  beds 
are  ready  15  or  20  more  will' be  removed  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  week. 

It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  have  to  report  the  change  that  has  taken  place  in 
the  expenses  of  the  house ; since  the  Vice-Guardians  have  been  appointed,  a 
reduction  of  4 d.  per  head  in  the  week  has  been  made ; and  we  hope  to  make  a 
further  reduction  when  stirabout  is  substituted  for  bread,  which  will  be  next 
week. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  17,  1848. 

We  have  now  the  honour  of  submitting  a report  of  our  proceedings 
since  our  taking  charge  of  this  Union  on  the  3rd  instant.  The  large  sums  due 
to  the  several  contractors  rendered  an  interview  with  them  absolutely  necessary, 
in  order  to  insure  their  continuing  to  supply  the  house,  which  they  all  con- 
sented to  do,  on  our  promising  to  pay  them  the  amount  of  this  month’s  supply 
on  the  1st  February,  and  to  liquidate  their  debts  contracted  by  the  late  Board 
ot  Guardians  as  speedily  as  possible,  according  to  the  date  of  their  cheques, 
in  consequence  of  this  arrangement,  the  baker  has  reduced  the  price  of  the 
four-pound  loaf,  4 d.,  and  the  milkman  has  taken  Id.  per  gallon  less  for  new 
milk,  and  id.  per  gallon  for  butter-milk  ; these  large  abatements  have  reduced 
the  weekly  cost  ol  maintenance  4 d.  per  head,  and  we  hope  to  effect  a further 
bread’  wee  ^ substituting  an  oatmeal  dinner  for  the  present  one  of 

The  financial  state  of  the  Union  has  engaged  our  most  anxious  attention : 
and  in  order  to  put  it  m a creditable  state,  we  have  been  examining  the  rate 
and  collectors  books;  with  the  view  of  carrying  into  the  collectors’  books  as 
iaige  a portion  of  the  arrears  as  we  considered  were  likely  to  be  recovered- 
to  assist  us  in  this  examination  we  have  had  the  attendance  of  several  of  the 
former  collectors,  and  before  striking  off  any  sum,  have  satisfied  ourselves  as 
fully  as  possible  that  it  was  irrecoverable.  So  soon  as  we  have  gone  over  all 
the  books  we  will  furnish  you  with  full  particulars ; to-morrow  we  expect  to 
Si»n  variants  for  10  of  the  electoral  divisions,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
week  to  sign  the  remamder.  In  order  to  stimulate  the  collector  we  have 
made  their  rate  of  poundage  a decreasing  one  after  the  first  month,  and  have 
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required  that  they  shall  complete  their  collection  within  four  months  from  the  Roscommon  Union, 
date  of  their  warrants. 

The  treasurer  has  agreed  that  our  monthly  cheques  shall  be  first  provided 
for  out  of  the  collectors’  lodgments. 

In  order  to  get  the  ledger  and  other  books  posted,  we  have  allowed  the 
clerk  21.  10s.  per  month  to  pay  an  assistant. 

There  are  1081  paupers  in  the  house  and  fever  hospitals,  55  of  whom  are  in 
the  new  fever  hospital,  62  in  the  temporary  fever  hospital,  and  45  in  the  body 
of  the  house,  all  in  fever.  So  soon  as  a sufficiency  of  clothing  and  bedding 
can  be  procured,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  remove  all  fever  patients  from  the  body 
of  the  house  ; a number  of  tailors  and  women  are  busily  employed  in  making 
them,  and  already  40  have  been  clothed.  W e are  happy  to  be  able  to  state 
that  there  is  a great  improvement  in  the  order  and  cleanliness  of  the  house, 
much  of  which  is  attributable  to  the  exertions  of  Captain  Evans. 


The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  24,  1848. 

Referring  you  to  our  report  of  the  17th  instant,  we  now  have  the 
honour  of  waiting  upon  you  with  a report  of  our  proceedings  since. 

We  are  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that,  with  the  exception  of  four  books, 
we  have  at  length  completed  the  whole ; the  collectors  of  14  divisions  have 
received  their  warrants,  and  are,  we  confidently  expect,  jwoceeding  vigorously 
with  their  collections.  The  remaining  books  would  also  have  been  completed, 
but  for  the  want  of  proper  returns  from  the  former  collectors ; so  soon  as  they 
are  finished  we  will  send  you,  in  a tabular  form,  the  gross  amount  of  arrears 
to  be  collected  on  each  electoral  division,  and  the  sums  which  we  have  struck 
off  as  not  being  recoverable. 

We  are  getting  the  necessary  supply  of  bedding,  clothes,  &c.,  prepared  for 
the  house  at  Coolmeen,  and  expect  to  have  all  matters  prepared  for  the  removal 
of  the  school  girls  to  it  on  the  31st  instant. 

There  are  at  present  62  patients  in  the  new  fever  hospital ; and  so  soon  as 
beds,  &c.,  can  be  got  ready,  we  hope  to  remove  all  the  fever  patients  from  the 
body  of  the  house  into  it ; when  the  additions  referred  to  in  our  letter  of  the 
20th  instant  are  completed,  it  will  be  capable  of  accommodating  80  persons. 

The  general  health  of  the  house  has  much  improved  during  the  last  week, 
as  has  also  its  cleanliness  and  order.  Captain  Evans  is  untiring  in  his  attention 
to  it.  The  porter,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  house  for  some  weeks,  has 
been  appointed  master  of  the  Mohill  poor-house,  consequently  we  will  be 
obliged  forthwith  to  advertise  for  one. 

We  regret  to  state  that  there  are  numbers  of  persons  in  every  part  of  the 
Union  in  a state  bordering  upon  actual  starvation ; whom,  owing  to  the  crowded 
state  of  the  house,  we  are  unable  to  relieve  by  admission  into  it,  in  consequence 
of  having  no  funds,  and  the  Union  being  already  so  deeply  in  debt,  we  cannot 
obtain  the  necessary  credit  to  enable  us  to  administer  any  out-door  relief. 

The  cost  of  maintenance  for  the  week  ending  the  22nd,  is  2s.  0 \d.  per  head ; 
and  the  number  in  the  house  and  hospital  10/6. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — January  26,  1848. 

With  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  your  report,  relative  to  the  distressed 
state  of  the  poor  in  the  Union,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  made 
application  to  Count  Strzelecki  for  a further  loan,  to  enable  you  immediately 
to  give  out-door  relief  to  the  classes  specified  in  the  .1st  section  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  2,  1848. 

Since  our  report  of  the  24th  ultimo,  we  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
your  letters  of  the  26th  and  28th  ultimo,  apprising  us  that  at  your  instance  the 
British  Association  had  made  a grant  of  300/.  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  us 
at  once  to  give  out-door  relief  in  this  Union,  and  we  are  happy  to  state  that  we 
have  received,  through  Captain  Evans,  100/.  and  20  tons  of  Indian  meal,  with 
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Roscommon  Union  which  we  have  commenced  out-door  relief  in  eight  districts,  to  the  classes 
specified  in  the  1st  section  of  the  Poor  Law  Extension  Act,  and  will  do  so  in 
the  remaining  four,  so  soon  as  the  relieving  officers  have  made  out  their  lists. 

On  the  25tli  ultimo  we  admitted  into  the  house  220  paupers,  most  of  whom 
were  labouring  under  dysentery,  &c.,  and  consequently  unable  to  return  again 
to  their  own  district. 

All  matters  not  being  as  yet  completed,  we  have  not  been  able  to  send  the 
schools  girls  to  Coolmeen,  but  hope  to  be  able  to  do  so  in  a day  or  two.  We 
have  appointed  John  Hannan  as  steward  at  Coolmeen,  to  take  charge  of  the 
house,  &c.,  at  a salary  of  12/.  a-year,  with  rations. 

The  numbers  in  the  house  on  the  29th  were  1219,  of  whom  163  were  in 
fever  and  dysentery,  and  48  labouring  under  other  diseases ; and  the  cost  of 
maintenance  for  the  week  was  Is.  lOfeZ.  per  head. 

Yesterday  we  elected  the  following  officers:  James  Murphy,  master; 
Margaret  O’ Farrell,  matron ; and  John  Somers,  schoolmaster ; they  are  to 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  offices  to-morrow,  and  will,  we  trust,  ere  long 
restore  the  house  to  order  and  cleanliness. 

The  collectors  for  16  electoral  divisions  are  busily  engaged  in  the  collection 
of  the  rates,  and  have  lodged  with  the  treasurer,  up  to  the  1st  instant,  370/. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  9,  1848. 

W e have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  notice  our  proceedings  since  the 
2nd  instant,  which  we  trust  you  will  find  satisfactory. 

In  consequence  of  the  crowded  state  of  the  house,  we  were  unable  to  admit 
more  than  20  paupers ; but  we  shall  be  able  in  the  course  of  a short  time,  to 
make  room  for  about  120  able-bodied. 

We  have  appointed  David  Palmer  as  porter,  at  a salary  of  15/.  per  annum, 
with  rations. 

The  number  in  the  house  on  the  5th  instant  was  1233/.,  of  whom  93  are  in 
fever,  100  in  dysentery,  and  59  various  cases. 

The  average  cost  of  the  house  for  the  last  week  was  Is.  9 hd.  Out-door  relief 
is  now  in  operation  in  all  the  electoral  divisions,  but  not  to  any  great  extent  at 
present,  to  the  first  class  under  the  Extension  Act. 

Great  praise  is  due  to  all  the  collectors,  whose  exertions  have  enabled  us  to 
carry  out  our  arduous  undertaking  more  cheerfully.  They  have  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer  the  sum  of  444/.  0s.  lOd,  for  the  week  ending  the  5th 
F ebruary.  , b 

The  remaining  rate-books  have  this  day  been  signed,  and  we  are  in  hopes  of 
getting  in  a considerable  sum  in  the  course  of  the  week. 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  master  and  matron  are  givino-  us 
every  satisfaction,  and  devoting  their  attention  to  the  regularity  and  cleanliness 
of  the  house. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  12,  1848. 

Tke  CommissionCTS  infer  with  satisfaction  from  your  report,  that  the 
condition  and  prospects  of  the  Union  are  daily  improving 

In  regard  to  the  collection  of  the  rates,  however,  the  Commissioners  have  this 
day  received  a report  from  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Flanagan,  which  they  regret  to 
say  obliges  them  to  express  their  entire  disapproval  of  the  course  which  has 
been  taken  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  for  the  purpose  of  realizing  a prompt  collcc- 
tion  of  part  of  the  rates.  1 1 

The  Commissioners  had  previously  addressed  Mr.  Flanagan,  requesting  him 
to  state  his  reasons  lor  recommending  the  Commissioners  to  sanction  so  high  a 
poundage  as  4s  m the  pound,  which  had  been  voted  by  the  Guardians  to  the 
collectors,  for  all  rates  to  be  collected  by  them  before  the  1st  March  next. 

Mi.  I lanagan  now  informs  the  Commissioners  that  this  rate  of  poundage  is 
only  nominal,  and  that  there  is  a secret  arrangement  made  by  the  Vice-Guard- 
ians with  the  collectors  to  remit  2s.  in  the  pound,  to  every  rate-payer  who  shall 
pay  m Ins  rates  voluntarily  before  the  period  mentioned. 
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To  remit  to  a rate-payer  part  of  a rate  duly  assessed  upon  him  in  consi- 
deration of  prompt  payment,  is  not  a legal  transaction ; and  the  Commissioners 
think  that  any  endeavour  to  give  such  a practice  the  appearance  of  legality,  by 
establishing  a nominal  poundage  in  favour  of  the  collector,  is  inconsistent  with 
official  propriety,  and  not  calculated  to  gain  the  confidence  or  approbation  of 
the  public. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  enter  upon  any  detailed  considerations  of  the 
policy  or  expediency  of  remitting  part  of  a rate  in  consideration  of  prompt 
payment,  which  proceeding  is  in  their  opinion,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  extremely 
questionable ; but  they  call  on  the  Vice-Guardians  at  once  to  discontinue  it  on 
the  grounds  already  stated,  as  they  cannot  permit  a practice  which  is  in  itself 
illegal,  to  be  carried  out  under  cover  of  an  ostensible  arrangement,  calculated 
to  mislead  opinion  as  to  its  real  nature.  . 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  23,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  our  report  of  the  proceedings  for  the  last 
fortnight. 

The  number  in  the  house,  including  the  pauper  girls,  at  Coolmien,  on  Saturday, 
19th  instant,  was  1406;  the  number  admitted  during  the  week  was  221;  the 
number  discharged,  19 ; and  the  deaths,  12.  On  the  above  date  the  number  in 
fever  was  148  ; labouring  under  other  diseases,  45  ; and  in  the  temporary  fever 
hospital,  72,  three  of  whom  are  in  dysentery. 

The  average  weekly  cost  per  head  was  very  slightly  reduced  for  the  last  fort- 
night. We  are  much  pleased  with  our  collectors,  who  appear  to  be  exerting 
themselves  very  much  ; the  lodgments  for  the  week  were  785/.  llj.  3d. ; payments 
by  the  treasurer,  55 61.  Is.  6d. ; and  the  credit  balance,  657/.  16s.  5 d. 

The  present  state  of  the  house  is  somewhat  improved ; but  in  consequence  of 
the  inner  wall  and  outer  fence  being  low,  a number  of  irregularities  have  occurred, 
which  we  hope  to  check  by  placing  guards  round  the  premises.  A few  of  the 
able-bodied  that  we  admitted  during  the  week  got  out  of  the  house  over  the  yard 
wall  and  went  home,  knowing  the  day  the  relieving  officer  gave  their  families 
relief.  Those  parties  have  been  discovered  and  punished. 

We  regret  to  state  that  our  newly-appointed  master  has  not  given  us  satisfaction 
in  any  way,  although  we  have  now  allowed  him  to  remain  for  three  weeks  on  pro- 
bation. We  beg  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  our  answers  to  queries  sent 
by  this  post  in  reference  to  him. 

As  soon  as  we  get  the  tools  which  Captain  Evans  has  applied  for  we  shall  set 
the  able-bodied  to  work.  Those  whom  we  have  no  room  for  we  will  employ  in 
breaking  stones,  &c. ; and  those  in  the  house  we  will  employ  about  it  in  general 
work,  and  principally  in  raising  the  outer  fence,  and  such  other  occupation  as  we 
find  necessary. 


Mr  Lambert  Mahon  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  10,  1848. 

In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  Mr.  O’Loghlen,  the  other  Vice-Guar- 
dian  of  this  Union,  it  has  been  impossible  to  hold  the  ordinary  meeting  as 
required;  however,  I have  issued  the  orders  for  the  usual  supplies  for  both  in- 
door and  out-door  relief.  With  respect  to  the  latter,  from  both  what  I have 
seen  and  heard,  it  will  be  advisable  (and  Mr.  Flanagan,  Poor  Law  Inspector, 
fully  concurs  with  me)  to  issue  two  orders,  one  for  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied 
persons  who  have  families  ; the  other  for  to  hold  meetings,  if  considered  neces- 
sary, in  the  coming  season,  in  other  parts  of  the  Union  besides  here.  By  the 
issue  of  the  first  order  we  can  relieve  the  house  of  able-bodied  paupers  and 
their  families,  and  by  so  doing,  be  able  to  apply  the  workhouse  test  to  single 
able-bodied  men  and  women. 

On  the  4th  instant  there  were  in  the  fever  hospital  and  infirmary  194,  at 
Coolmien  223  girls,  and  in  the  workhouse  107,  or  at  least  about  200  more  than 
the  house  is  well  capable  of  containing ; and  the  consequence  is,  that  there  is 
(and  the  more  particularly  among  the  younger  portion  of  the  paupers)  a great 
deal  of  sickness,  and  a general  appearance  of  delicacy  among  the  boys,  who  are 
not  on  the  sick  list ; the  latter,  I think,  proceeds  from  the  over-crowded  state 
of  the  boys’  school. 
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I am  further  of  opinion,  from  the  state  of  the  house,  that  assistance  is 
required  in  every  department  of  it.  Oar  master  tendered  his  resignation  ten 
days  a°-o,  previous  to  your  letter  arriving  here,  disapproving  ol  him,  but  m 
consequence  of  no  ordinary  meeting  having  been  held  since,  it  could  not  be 
recorded.  We  will  require  an  assistant  master  and  matron,  an  assistant 
schoolmistress  at  Coolmien,  and  an  assistant  schoolmaster  here.  Independent, 
of  the  sick  and  delicate  children  who  do  not  attend  school,  there  are  upwards 
of  200  in  each  school,  and  consequently  utterly  out  of  the  power  of  any  one 
individual  to  give  that  attention  which  is  absolutely  necessary  both  lor  the 
moral  training  and  health  of  the  children.  We  will  also  require  an  hospital 

mi  with  respect  to  the  state  of  our  funds,  I am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  of 
rates  and  arrears  amounting  to  14,481/.  15a-.  Id.,  a sum  of  7469/.  12s.  7d.  was 
collected  and  lodged  between  the  25th  January  and  4tli  March,  on  which  latter 
day  a sum  of  5449/.  9s.  5 d.  appeared  to  our  credit  with  the  treasurer.  With 
respect  to  out-door  relief,  I consider  the  relieving  officers  are  all  under  paid  ; 
salaries,  highest  40/.,  lowest  25/.  And  it  will  be  advisable  to  establish  in  the 
centre  of  each  electoral  division,  depots  where  the  food  can  be  distributed  by 
proper  persons  appointed  for  that  purpose,  by  which  means  more  time  will  be 
at  the  disposal  of  the  relieving  officers  to  inquire  into  the  cases  of  applications 
for  relief  than  can  be  done  at  present,  when  they  have  to  attend  two  days  at 
least  here  with  their  books,  besides  attending  to  give  out  food  on  other  days. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  13,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  a report  from  Captain 
Evans,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  on  the  subject,  and  they  have  accord- 
ingly given  instructions  for  the  immediate  preparation  of  an  order  authorizing 
out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  under  the  2nd  section ; and  also  of  an  order 
authorizing  the  meetings  of  the  Board  to  be  held  elsewhere  than  in  the 
workhouse. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  an  additional  Vice- Guardian  has  been 
appointed  in  room  of  Mr.  O’Loghlen,  resigned,  and  he  will  be  at  Roscommon 
on  Wednesday  next. 

The  attention  of  the  Vice-Guardians  is  especially  directed  to  the  necessity  of 
organizing  a system  of  employment  for  able-bodied  men  who  may  receive  relief 
under  the  order  now  about  to  be  issued ; and  their  attention  is  called  to  the 
circular  letters  issued  by  the  Commissioners  on  this  subject. 

Captain  Evans,  the  Inspector  of  the  Union,  has  expressed  himself  as  opposed 
to  the  introduction  of  any  out-door  employment ; but  the  Commissioners  have 
directed  a letter  to  be  written  informing  Captain  Evans  that  their  views  on  the 
subject  remain  unaltered. 

The  Commissioners  are  in  communication  with  Mr.  Flanagan  regarding  the 
alteration  of  the  salaries,  and  additional  officers  suggested  in  your  report. 

They  are  desirous  that  as  little  augmentation  of  the  establishment  charges 
should  occur  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  proper  conduct  of  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  establishment  of  depots  and  food 
distributors,  as  proposed. 

The  Commissioners  will  address  you  further  on  the  subject  of  the  return  of 
the  inmates  of  the  workhouse. 


Captain  Evans  to  the  Commissioners: — March  12,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  in  consequence  of  some  ejectments 
which  have  occurred  within  a few  miles  of  Roscommon,  I anticipate  that  an 
increased  mass  of  pauperism  will  be  thrown  on  the  Union  for  support,  and  as 
it  would  be  utterly  impossible,  in  the  crowded  state  of  the  house,  to  give 
admittance  to  a single  applicant,  a large  number  of  the  able-bodied  mustneces 
sarily  be  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  lists,  by  this  means  evading  the  test  of 
coming  into  the  house,  and  occasioning  a great  deal  of  deception  and  fraud ; I 
would  beg  to  suggest,  that  in  order  to  provide  accommodation  for  those  persons, 
the  Vice- Guardians  should  allow  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  who  have 
already  undergone  the  test  of  the  workhouse ; thus  affording  the  Guardians  an 
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opportunity  of  admitting  the  able-hoclied  who  are  applying  for  out-door 
assistance,  and  preventing  imposition.  In  reference  to  the  subject  of  employing 
the  paupers  in  breaking  stones  and  works  of  that  description,  I would  beg  to 
state  my  firm  conviction  that  such  a system  would  be  ruinous  to  this  Union, 
deeply  involved  in  debt  as  it  is,  whilst  the  out  and  in-door  expenditure 
amounts  almost  to  1200/.  per  month.  The  collection  of  rates  in  the  Ros- 
common Union  has  proceeded  with  great  rapidity,  the  receipts  amounting  to 
upwards  of  7000/.,  but  this  sum  has  been  raised  from  the  wealth  and  property 
of  the  land.  The  collection  of  the  remainder  must  necessarily  be  of  slower 
progress,  and  attended  with  more  difficulty.  Now,  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
project  of  employing  the  paupers  in  the  manner  alluded  to,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  have  a large  staff  of  overseers  with  high  salaries  to  superintend  the 
works.  This  would  entail  an  increased  expenditure  on  the  resources  of  the 
Union,  whilst  the  numbers  who  would  flock  to  those  works,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  out-door  relief,  would  be  enormous,  and  the  expense  of  supporting  which 
would  finally  swamp  the  funds  of  the  Union.  The  amount  of  rate  collected 
would  be  all  required  to  liquidate  the  debts  of  the  Union,  whilst  the  remaining 
6000/.  would  not  support  the  out  and  in-door  relief  for  more  than  five  months. 
Taking  these  matters  into  consideration,  I would  beg  to  state  that  the  present 
would  be  a very  unseasonable  time  to  commence  any  project  which  would 
add  an  increased  tax  to  the  already  burdened  rate-payers  of  the  Roscommon 
Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  14,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  issued  an  order  under 
the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  authorizing  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  afford  relief  to  able-bodied  persons  out  of  the  workhouse,  a step 
which  from  your  report  it  appeared  quite  necessary  should  be  taken. 

The  Commissioners  desire  me  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  they  do  not 
concur  in  your  views  regarding  the  inexpediency  of  requiring  labour  from  able- 
bodied  persons  so  relieved,  in  return  for  their  relief  5 and  they  beg  especially 
to  refer  you  to  the  circulars  which  have  been  issued  for  the  guidance  of  Boards 
of  Guardians  on  this  point,  and  which  have  been  communicated  for  your  infor- 
mation. 

The  Commissioners  would  on  no  account  omit  from  their  order  the  condition 
requiring  labour  from  the  able-bodied,  which  has  invariably  made  a part  of  an 
order  of  that  nature,  and  it  will  therefore  be  quite  necessary  that  some  system 
of  employment  should  be  organized  in  Roscommon  Union  without  delay,  and 
the  Commissioners  do  not  share  your  apprehension  that  this  step  will  entail 
increased  expenditure,  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  believe  that  if  such  a system 
be  properly  organized  and  judiciously  superintended,  it  will  result  in  repelling 
and  not  in  attracting,  as  you  anticipate,  application  for  relief,  and  be  a means 
of  economizing  the  expenditure  in  out-door  relief. 

It  is  a source  of  much  regret  to  the  Commissioners  to  find  that  you  entertain 
views  so  much  opposed  to  all  experience  on  this  subject. 

I am  finally  to  inform  you  that  an  additional  Vice-Guardian  has  been 
appointed  in  room  of  Mr.  O’Loghlen. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — March  15,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  having  had  under  consideration  the  return  of 
pauper  inmates  of  the  workhouse  of  the  Roscommon  Union,  for  the  week  ended 
the  4th  instant,  I am  directed  to  forward  herewith,  for  your  information,  a 
copy  of  a circular  letter  issued  by  the  Commissioners  on  the  26th  of  August 
last,  and  I am  to  state  that  experience  has  entirely  confirmed  the  views  of  the 
Commissioners  as  expressed  in  that  circular. 

In  some  Unions  the  necessity  of  granting  any  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied 
men  has  been  prevented  by  granting  out-door  allowances  to  the  aged  and 
infirm,  and  by  obtaining  vacant  accommodation  in  the  workhouse  for  able- 
bodied  men  and  their  wives. 

The  Vice-Guardians  will  perceive  that  the  workhouse  of  the  Roscommon 
Union  has  not  yet  been  used  to  its  full  extent  as  a test  of  destitution  to  able- 
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bodied  persons,  the  number  of  able-bodied  men  being  144,  and  of  able-bodied 
women  234 ; whilst  the  number  of  aged  and  infirm  men  is  93,  and  of  aged  and 
infirm  women  155. 

In  Kanturk,  Clifden,  and  Galway  Unions,  all  of  which  arc  under  the 
management  of  Vice-Guardians,  the  Union  workhouses  do  not  contain  a single 
aged  and  infirm  person;  and  in  Kanturk  Union,  as  well  as  in  several  others,  all 
the  children  (in  conformity  with  the  Commissioners’  suggestions)  have  been 
removed  to  a separate  and  distinct  establishment. 

With  this  experience  before  them  the  Commissioners  entertain  no  doubt  that 
it  is  quite  practicable  to  act  on  the  suggestions  contained  in  their  circular  of 
the  26th  of  August ; and  the  Commissioners  refer  to  that  circular  itself  for  the 
reasons  which  influenced  the  Commissioners  in  making  those  suggestions. 


Captain  Evans  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  18,  1848. 

I beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  16th 
instant,  in  reply  to  my  report  of  the  12th  instant,  and  regret  that  I have 
incurred  your  displeasure  in  advancing  opinions  contrary  to  those  sanctioned  by 
your  approval.  I would,  however,  respectfully  beg  to  state  my  reasons  for  so 
doing.  The  grounds  on  which  I founded  my  report  were,  the  depreciation  in 
value  of  the  price  of  honest  industry,  and  a tendency  to  foster  habits  of  depen- 
dence in  the  people  on  other  resources  than  their  own.  It  is  a hard  case  when 
the  industrious  labourer  breaks  his  pile  of  stones,  and  the  contractor  or  overseer  of 
roads  come  to  purchase  them,  and  only  offer  him  half  the  value  he  might  reason- 
ably expect,  telling  him  that  they  can  buy  them  for  the  same  price  from  the 
Guardians  or  their  superintendent.  That  it  has  a “ tendency  to  foster  indolent 
habits  of  dependence,”  a wealthy  farmer,  named  Clarke,  told  me  yesterday  that 
when  it  Avas  known  that  out-door  relief  was  to  be  given  to  the  able-bodied 
class,  one  of  his  labourers  immediately  left  his  employment,  and  applied  for 
relief.  I asked  him  the  name  of  the  person,  and  he  replied  that  his  life  Avould 
be  imperilled  should  it  be  knoAvn  that  he  had  been  the  informer.  These  are 
some  of  the  reasons  why  I made  my  report,  which  I regret  extremely  has  not 
met  with  your  approval. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  22,  1848. 

You  state  that  the  grounds  on  which  you  rest  your  objection  to  the 
employment  of  able-bodied  persons  receiving  relief  from  the  poor  rates  are  the 
depreciation  in  value  of  the  price  of  honest  industry,  and  the  tendency  to  foster 
habits  of  dependence  in  the  people  on  other  resources  than  their  oavu. 

In  reference  to  these  points  the  Commissioners  request  your  attention  to 
their  circular  letter  which  accompanies  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to 
able-bodied  males  in  every  case  in  Avhich  such  an  order  is  issued. 

The  Commissioners  have  their  doubt  upon  the  objections  now  urged  by  you, 
and  described  them  as  applying  more  or  less  to  every  mode  of  exacting  labour 
in  return  for  relief  from  the  poor-rates,  but  have  nevertheless  urged  the 
employment  of  able-bodied  males  in  stone-breaking,  as  least  open  to  those 
objections,  rather  than  adopt  the  alternative  of  giving  relief  to  such  persons 
Avithout  any  test  or  condition  Avhatever. 

The  form  of  order  Avhich  is  invariably  used  on  such  occasions  by  the  Com- 
missioners contains  a regulation  requiring  a daily  task  of  Avork  to  be  performed 
by  each  able-bodied  person  receiving  relief  out  of  the  workhouse. 

The  above  rule  was  adopted  by  the  Commissioners  after  mature  considera- 
tion, and  they  hold  its  observance  to  be  a matter  of  the  utmost  consequence 
Avherever  able-bodied  persons  are  relieved  out  of  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  likervise  call  your  attention  to  the  correspondence  of  the 
Commissioners  Avith  the  Lords  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury,  who  have  directed 
that  the  implements  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  of  Works  should  be  made 
available  for  the  employment  of  able-bodied  persons  receiving  out-door  relief 
in  the  several  Unions  in  Ireland. 

Whatever  Aveight,  therefore,  may  be  due  to  the  observations  in  your  present 
report,  you  will  perceive  that  the  points  adverted  to  by  you  have  already  been 
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considered  by  the  Commissioners,  and  that  the  course  which  they  have  taken  Ro^“on 
has  been  directly  recognised  by  Her  Majesty’s  Government.  — 

Your  report  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  12th  March  informs  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  necessity  which  you  consider  exists  in  Roscommon  Union  for 
relieving  able-bodied  males  out  of  the  workhous ; and  in  pursuance  of  that 
report,  and  of  a similar  representation  from  the  Vice-Guardians,  the  Commis- 
sioners have  issued  an  order  authorizing  such  relief  in  that  Union ; but  they  are 
not  prepared  to  permit  such  relief  to  be  given  without  requiring  labour  from 
such  applicants  as  a condition  of  receiving  relief. 


Captain  Musters  to  the  Commissioners: — March  21,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  during  my  inspection  of  the 
workhouse  yesterday,  I discovered  that  four  persons  had  been  admitted  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  who  I found  had  been  allowed  to  enter  the  body  of  the 
house  without  either  having  been  examined  by  the  medical  officer  or  placed  in 
the  probationary  ward ; and  on  inquiry  found  that  the  probationary  wards, 
both  male  and  female,  were  disused,  the  latter  being  turned  into  a kitchen. 
The  doctor  being  in  the  house  at  the  time,  I requested  him  to  examine  the  four 
persons  admitted,  when  he  immediately  pronounced  one  of  them  attacked  with 
bad  fever,  who,  of  course,  was  immediately  removed  to  the  fever  hospital.  It 
appears  that  from  want  of  clothing,  there  being  none  made  at  present,  the 
paupers  admitted  into  the  house  have  been  obliged  to  remain  in  their  own 
clothes,  and  there  being  now  upwards  of  900  in  the  house,  fever  and  dysentery 
on  the  increase,  I thought  it  my  duty,  as  your  Inspector,  to  bring  the  subject 
before  the  notice  of  the  Vice-Guardians  this  day.  I also  requested  the  medical 
officer,  Mr.  Harrison,  to  make  a report  to  them  on  the  subject,  which  he  has 
done,  being  of  the  same  opinion  with  myself,  that,  for  the  present,  no  further 
admittances  can  take  place  until  there  be  a sufficient  quantity  of  clothes  made 
for  those  at  present  in  the  workhouse,  as  well  as  a proper  supply  prepared  for 
those  who  may  be  admitted  in  future.  The  Vice-Guardians  have  given  orders 
that  the  probationary  wards  be  immediately  prepared,  and  a wardsman  and 
■woman  be  appointed  for  each,  as  otherwise  it  would  be  utterly  impossible,  so 
long  as  the  paupers  remain  in  the  filth  and  nastiness  in  which  they  usually 
enter  the  house,  to  keep  any  cleanliness  or  regularity,  or  prevent  the  spread  of 
infectious  diseases  in  the  workhouse.  I would  further  beg  to  state,  that  no 
paupers  be  admitted  until  those  arrangements  aTe  completed  \ and  that  m con- 
sequence of  your  sanction,  allowing  out-door  relief  being  given  to  the  2nd 
section,  10  Vic.,  cap.  31, 1 am  of  opinion  that  this  will  be  the  most  seasonable 
time  for  having  everything  put- in  order  regarding  the  internal  arrangements  of 
the  house. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  25,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  concur  with  you  in  the  propriety 
of  the  course  which  you  recommend ; and  they  request  that  you  will  be  goo 
enough  so  to  inform  the  Vice-Guardians. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Musters  : — March  24,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a coPy 
of  a constabulary  report  received  by  the  Commissioners,  relative  to  the  ea 
of  a man  (name  unknown),  on  the  16th  instant,  in  the  Roscommon  Union,  an 
I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so. good  as  to  make  inquiry  into  tlie  facts  oi 
the  case,  and  report  the  result  to  the  Commissioners. 


Enclosure. 


County  of  Roscommon, 

Roscommon , March  19,  1848. 


A MAN  (name  unknown),  was  found  dead  on  the  16th  instant,  in  Roscommon  Union. 


Copy  of  Verdict. 
That  deceased  died  from  cold  and  destitution. 


t?  PTr.ath.  iS.  1. 


Inspector-  General. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington: — April  10,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a report  which 
the  Commissioners  have  received  from  Captain  Musters,  Temporary  Poor  Law 
Inspector  of  the  Roscommon  Union,  relative  to  the  death  of  a mail  (name 
unknown),  in  that  Union,  on  the  16th  ultimo. 

Enclosure. 

Captain  Musters  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  6,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  24th  ultimo,  I have  the  honour  to  inform  yon 
that  I made  inquiries  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case  referred  to  in  that  letter,  and  find  from 
the  police  constable  of  the  Fuerty  police-station,  near  to  where  the  man  was  found  dead  that 
he  was  an  old  decrepit  man,  a stranger,  and  travelling  through  the  country,  and  was  never 
known  to  have  applied  for  relief  either  to  the  relieving  officer  of  the  district  he  died  in,  or  at  the 
Union  workhouse. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  24,  1848. 

We  beg  to  forward,  for  your  information,  the  state  of  this  Union  at 
present,  and  in  doing  so  regret  to  state  that  the  house  is  in  a very  sickly  state, 
both  from  its  being  over- crowded  and  from  the  want  of  clothing.  To  remedy 
the  latter  we  have  entered  into  contracts  for  the  supplies  of  the  various  descrip- 
tion of  clothing  required,  some  of  which  for  the  male  paupers  have  come  to 
hand,  and  we  have  set  tailors  to  work  without  delay.  The  materials  for  the 
female  paupers,  calico,  flannel,  have  come  to  hand  and  are  in  progress ; but  the 
description  of  goods  for  their  over-dresses  we  have  been  obliged  to  reject,  as  not 
equal  to  pattern. 

The  statistics  of  the  house  on  the  20th,  Monday,  were  as  follows : 


Males — Infirm 

Fever  hospital 
House  infirmary 
Other  cases  . 

Females — Infirm  . 

Fever  hospital 
House  infirmary 
Other  cases  . 


Children  at  Coolmien 
Boys’  school  . 


Hospital,  fever 
House  infirmary 

In  house,  ill  . 
Recovering  . 
Probationary  wards 

Children  under  five 
Infants  . 


16 

27 

26 

155 

13 

91 

48 

252 

235 

155 

62 

82 

108 

79 

81 

61 

22 


224 


404 


390 


144 


268 


83 


General  state— Fever  hospital 
House  infirmary 
At  Coolmien  . 
In  workhouse 
Sickly  . 


180 

156 

235 

268 

674 


1,513 


• 1,513 


Out  of  this  entire  number,  60ft  are  ill  or  delicate.  To  remedy  this  evil  we 
consider  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  that  all  the  boys  and  girls  under  5 
years  should  be  removed  out  of  the  workhouse,  by  which  means  it  will  l,e 
brought  to  a healthy  state,  and  a workhouse  test  left  for  800  able-bodied. 
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We  have  removed  out  of  the  workhouse  all  the  aged  capable  of  beiiw 
removed,  also  all  widows  with  children.  On  going  through  the  hospital  we 
found  every  thing,  as  far  as  cleanliness  and  close  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
medical  attendant,  as  it  should  be,  and  nothing  to  find  fault  with  except  the 
flooring,  which  is  very  bad.  W e would  recommend  that  in  all  the  wards  the 
walls  at  the  heads  of  the  beds  should  be  sheeted  with  timber,  and  in  the  lower 
wards  the  passages  leading  up  the  centre  of  the  room  should  be  boarded.  On 
visiting  the  girls’  school  at  Coolmien,  we  have  heard  with  regret  that  they  have 
had  no  Roman  Catholic  service  there  since  their  arrival,  now  nearly  two  months 
ago  ; the  parish  clergyman  having  to  read  prayers  in  two  different  parts  of  his 
parish,  is  unable  to  do  so,  and  he  cannot  afford  to  keep  a curate.  We  would 
suggest  that  some  allowance  should  be  made  to  him,  say  251.,  which  would 
enable  him  to  procure  the  assistance  of  one,  and  have  Coolmien  school  attended 
and  looked  after  by  a clergyman,  which  we  consider  absolutely  indispensable. 
We  regret  to  state  that  the  collection  for  the  last  fortnight  has  been  but  5 IS/.; 
but  the  collectors  are,  we  believe,  now  making  new  exertions,  and  we  have 
called  on  them  to  furnish  a list  of  the  names  of  the  immediate  lessors  and  of 
10  of  the  highest  occupiers  in  arrear. 


Captain  Musters  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  25,  184S. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  during  the  past  week  owing  to 
the  wretched  state  of  this  workhouse  my  attention  has  chiefly  been  directed  to 
that  department ; though  in  the  visits  I have  at  times  paid  to  the  several  schools 
receiving  relief  from  the  British  Association  in  this  Union,  I have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity also  of  observing  the  state  of  several  of  the  electoral  districts.  In  a 
report  already  forwarded,  I mentioned  having  found  it  necessary  to  at  once  lay 
before  the  Vice-Guardians  the  necessity  of  closing  the  workhouse  for  a short 
time ; the  number  being  considerably  above  that  allowed  by  the  Commissioners, 
and  no  clothing  for  men,  women,  or  children.  The  sealed  order  for  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied  being  just  about  to  be  put  into  operation  rendered  this 
proceeding,  in  my  opinion,  the  more  necessary,  from  the  impossibility  of 
making  use  of  the  workhouse  in  its  present  state  as  a test  for  that  class. 

Under  these  circumstances  I suggested  to  the  Vice-Guardians  the  propriety  of 
immediately  providing  the  necessary  clothing  for  the  house — of  removing 
(according  to  the  Commissioners’  circular  of  the  18th  January)  all  widows  with 
two  or  more  children,  infirm,  &c.,  to  the  out-door  relief  list — and  these  mea- 
sures, with  an  extension  of  the  accommodation  already  provided  for  the  children 
at  Coolmeen,  which  the  Vice-Guardians  have  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  with 
great  advantage  and  trifling  expense,  will,  I think,  in  a short  time  allow  the 
workhouse  to  be  again  opened  and  made  available,  wliich  is  most  essential  here 
for  the  able-bodied. 

In  the  mean  time  the  system  of  stone-breaking  for  the  able-bodied  will  be  at 
once  adopted  throughout  the  Union.  The  staff  requisite  to  carry  it  out  will  be 
appointed  on  Thursday  next,  by  which  time  the  Vice-Guardians  hope  to  have 
received  the  necessary  supply  of  tools,  &c.,  &c.,  already  applied  for.  At  present 
the  able-bodied  in  the  town  of  Roscommon  are  required  to  attend  regularly  at 
the  workhouse,  and  kept  at  work  for  eight  hours  during  each  day. 

In  the  several  districts  which  I visited  during  the  week  I regret  to  say  I found 
very  great  destitution.  I found  it  necessary  to  send  for  the  relieving  officers 
and  warn  them  to  attend  strictly  to  their  duty,  to  give  provisional  relief  where 
they  found  it  necessary,  at  the  same  time  to  make  every  inquiry  to  prevent 
imposition ; but  in  cases  that  ought  to  be  relieved,  to  do  so  efficiently,  as  I found 
they  had  in  many,  cases  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  much  less  than  the  autho- 
rized allowance;  but  on  this  subject  I shall  be  able  to  make  a more  satisfactory 
report  next  week. 

For  the  present,  I will  only  add  a few  remarks  on  the  state  of  the  dietary  of 
the  workhouse,  which  appears  to  me  much  too  (and  unnecessarily)  expensive, 
consisting  chiefly  of  bread,  for  which  they  pay  7d.  the  four-pound  loaf ; the 
cost  per  head  a-week  being  from  Is.  1 Id.  to  2s.  and  upwards.  I submitted  to 
the  Vice-Guardians  the  dietary  of  the  Callan  workhouse,  composed  of  Indian 
meal  and  rice,  which  had  been  tried  there  for  some  time  and  found  to  answer 
very  well,  and  which  would  by  its  adoption  occasion  a very  considerable 
reduction. 


Roscommon 

Union. 
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I hope  after  a short  time,  when  matters  get  a little  better  regulated  at  the 
workhouse,  and  the  system  of  work  thoroughly  and  properly  established  in 
the  Union,  to  he  able  to  introduce  cooked  food  in  several  parts  01  the  Union, 
either  by  means  of  baking  where  it  might  be  found  convenient  to  erect  ovens, 
or  by  kitchens  for  cooking  Indian  meal  and  rice— a cheap,  and  in  one  respect  a 
more  satisfactory,  food  to  the  poor  than  bread,  being  more  filling  and  easier 
made ; but  either  system  would,  I am  convinced,  be  a great  saving  ol  expense 
to  the’ Union,  and  probably  where  one  was  found  inconvenient  the  other  might 
answer. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  30,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  that  the  prices  of  the  bread  supplied  for  the  use  of  the 
inmates  appear  to  the  Commissioners  to  be  extravagant,  and  they  approve  of 
your  proposal  of  a change  in  the  dietary. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  31,  1848. 

In  forwarding  our  report  to  you  as  to  the  state  of  the  house,  Ave  regret 
that  sickness  amongst  the  inmates  continues  unabated,  and  fear  it  will  remain 
so  until  the  numbers  of  its  inmates  are  diminished. 

There  is  a very  great  pressure  on  the  out-door  relief,  much  more  avc  are 
certain  than  would  be  if  we  could  test  the  able-bodied  paupers,  but  Avhich  Avill 
be  impossible  for  us  to  do  to  any  extent  to  make  it  available  until  the  entire  of 
the  children  are  removed.  With  respect  to  the  erection  of  sheds,  doing  so 
adjoining  the  workhouse  would  be  attended  Avith  great  and  in  our  opinion 
unnecessary  expense,  as  we  can  obtain  at  a rent  of  about  40/.  per  annum  a house 
and  offices,  capable  of  containing,  at  least,  120  persons,  Avhilst  a shed  capable  of 
holding  50  patients  Avould  have  cost,  at  least,  200/.,  and  Avould  take  five  or  six 
weeks  to  erect.  The  medical  attendant  is  of  opinion  that  if  all  the  children  were 
removed  aAvay,  that  he  would  have  plenty  of  hospital  accommodation,  and  that 
thereby  sickness  Avould  diminish  to  a great  degree.  Coolmien  and  the  additions 
offered  to  be  made  by  Mr.  Harrison  at  an  increased  rent — 450  gilds,  £100 

MartinstoAvn 250  boys,  60 

Neiv  workhouse,  Connolly’s  . . 120  boys,  40 

820  £200 

With  reference  to  the  state  of  the  Union  funds  Ave  are  sorry  to  state  that  avc 
are  of  opinion  they  will  soon  be  completely  exhausted.  Our  Aveekly  expendi- 
ture is  about  500/.  for  in-door  and  out-door  relief  The  cheques  of  the  late 
Guardians  are  out  to  a large  amount.  To  the  baker  there  is  a sum  of  about 
2300/.,  of  which  the  bank,  holding  900/.,  paid  themselves.  Tavo  millers  in 
Clare  hold  cheques  of  his  to  about  1900/.  In  fact,  the  late  Guardians  issued 
cheques  to  the  amount  of  about  5000/.  of  which  the  bank  being  holders  of 
about  3200/.,  of  course  Avill  pay  itself.  There  Avas  but  263/.  10s.  lid.  rates 
collected  since  last  report,  and  from  all  we  see  and  hear,  legal  proceedings  and 
distress  must  be  resorted  to  to  recover  the  rate  outstanding,  amounting  to  about 
5400/.,  a large  portion  of  Avhich,  from  the  poverty  of  the  country,  is  not 
recoverable.  In  fact,  if  Ave  can  carry  on  relief  until  the  1st  of  May,  it  is  the 
most  that  can  be  anticipated  Avithout  assistance  in  the  shape  of  loan  or  otlier- 
AA’ise.  The  valuation  of  the  Union  is  in  such  a state  as  aatII  require  a competent 
person  at  least  two  months  to  revise,  so  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  put  on 
another  rate  before  July,  very  little  of  which  can  be  expected  to  be  collected 
before  harvest. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  8,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  31st  ultimo,  relating  to  the  Roscommon  Union,  and  to  state  in 
reply  that  they  sanction  your  talcing  the  premises  alluded  to,  in  -order  to  provide 
additional  accommodation  or  any  other  premises  which  can  be  obtained. 

The  description  of  the  prospects  of  the  Union  given  in  your  report  is  most 
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unfavourable,  and  appears  to  demand  the  utmost  energy  and  discretion  on  the 
part  of  those  now  entrusted  with  its  local  management. 

You  will  recollect  that  the  Commissioners  have  used  their  power  to  its 
utmost  extent  in  providing  an  extraordinary  local  agency  in  lieu  of  the  late 
Board  of  Guardians,  and  that  the  Commissioners  are  disposed  to  support  you 
in  any  well-considered  measures  for  bringing  the  Union  into  a more  satisfactory 
state.  J 

You  must  not  relax  in  your  endeavours  to  secure  a vigorous  and  prompt 
collection  of  the  current  rate.  Your  report  on  this  point  is  not  expressed  in 
such  a tone  of  confidence  and  resolution  as  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  bear  in  mind  that  your  appointment 
as  Vice- Guardians  was  not  made  for  the  purpose  merely  of  reporting  your  diffi- 
culties, but  of  doing  everything  in  your  power  to  surmount  them. 

The  Commissioners  know  from  experience  how  much  may  be  accomplished 
by  Vice-Guardians  under  such  circumstances  where  energy  and  method  are 
employed. 

Should  you  not  feel  yourselves  competent  to  contend  with  the  preseut  diffi- 
culties of  this  Union,  the  Commissioners  would  accept  your  resignation  on  that 
ground;  but  they  sincerely  trust  that  the  Guardians  will  not  feel  any  necessity 
for  that  course. 


Roscommon 

Union. 
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MnnorharaiUcn 

Union. 

MAN OEH  AMILTON  UNION. 

The  Commissioners  to  Major  Fitzgerald  :—Ja?imry  31,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy 
of  a communication 'which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  the  Under- 
secretary’s office,  relating  to  the  decease  of  a man,  named  Hugh  M'Canna,  who 
is  stated  by  the  jury  on  the  inquest  held  on  his  body,  to  have  died  from  want ; 
and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  make  such  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  as 
may  enable  you  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
especially  whether  the  deceased  made  application  for  relief  either  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians  of  the  Manorliamilton  Union,  to  the  workhouse  master,  or  to  any  of 
the  relieving  officers. 

Enclosure. 

County  of  Leitrim, 

Drum/tecran,  January  21,  184S. 

On  yesterday  H.  M'Canna  died  suddenly. 

Copy  of  Verdict. 

We  find  and  all  agree  that  the  deceased,  Hugh  M-Canna,  died  on  Thursday,  the  20th  instant, 
on  the  high  road  near  Drumkeeran,  in  want  of  proper  nourishment  and  exhaustion ; and  we 
further  add,  that  the  supply  allowed  from  the  out-door  relief  to  deceased  and  family  was  not 
sufficient,  for  their  support. 

Inspector-General,  Joseph  D.  Mullen,  Sab- Inspector. 

§'C.  §~C. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  tlie  Commissioners,  in  reply  February  3,  1843. 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  contained  in  your  letter,  dated 
31st  January,  1848,  I have  the  honour  to  report  the  following  facts  relative  to 
the  case  of  Hugh  M‘  Canna,  deceased,  who  was  stated  hy  the  jury  on  tlie  inquest 
held  on  his  body,  “ to  have  died  from  want"  in  the  electoral  division  of  Drum- 
keeran, ill  this  Union. 

1 have  examined  the  in-door  and  out-door  registries,  and  the  relieving  officer’s 
hook,  hy  which  it  appears  that  the  said  Hugh  M’Canna  was  in  the  workhouse 
from  the  21st  December,  1847,  to  the  31st  December,  1847,  on  which  day  he 
was  transferred  to  the  out-door  registry,  and  received  relief  from  the  relieving 
officer  of  Drumkeeran  electoral  division  from  the  1st  of  January,  1848,  till  his 
decease.  He  received  during  that  time  the  allowance  sanctioned  for  out-door 
relief  in  this  Union,  viz.,  twelve  ounces  of  meal  per  day. 

The  Drumkeeran  relieving  officer  states,  that  since  the  death  of  Hugh  M'Canna, 
he  is  informed  that  he  was  in  the  employment  of  a brother-in-law,  who  lie 
supposes  gave  him  some  support;  of  this  circumstance  the  relieving  officer  was 
not  aware  at  the  time  he  was  issuing  relief  to  him. 

I went  to  Drumkeeran  yesterday  for  the  purpose  of  making  further  inquiry, 
but  the  persons  whom  I wished  to  see  were  absent  at  a funeral. 

The  subject  was  likewise  referred  upon  this  day  to  the  Board  of  Guardians 
hy  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  in  compliance  with  your  orders,  of  which  notice  will 
appear  upon  their  minutes. 


See  Fifth  Series, 
p.  24G. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners: — February  6,  1848. 

Having  been  for  so  short  a time  acquainted  with  this  Union,  I am 
unwilling  to  hazard  a decided  opinion  as  to  its  general  condition  ; and  most  of 
the  details  to  which  I have  been  able  to  direct  my  attention,  I have  already 
touched  upon  m a special  report  on  matters  which  had  been  referred  to  in  a 
letter  to  you  from  Mr.  Otway,  23rd  ultimo. 

As  far  as  I can  yet  judge,  destitution  varies  much  in  this  Union  according  to 
the  locality  ; and,  as  might  be  expected,  the  pressure  is  in  a direct  ratio  to  the 
numbers  of  the  small  cottiers.  The  electoral  division  where  it  is  qreatest  is 
Drumkeeran ; where  least,  Drumahaire. 

. Although  applications  and  admissions  to  relief  are  during  this  season  on  the 
increase  from  week  to  week,  I do  not,  on  the  whole,  apprehend  that  tlie 
lamentable  necessity  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  wi 11  arise  in  this  Union, 
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provided  due  diligence  is  used  in  increasing  mlchmse  accommodation  (some 
details  upon  which  are  contained  in  the  special  report  already  adverted  to) 
and  especially  if  the  opportunity  for  providing  employment  by  means  of  the 
Land  Improvement  Act  shall  be  generally  taken  advantage  of,  as  it  has  already 
been  by  some  of  the  proprietors  in  this  Union. 

The  Guardians  appear  for  the  most  part  intelligent,  and  disposed  to  dis- 
charge their  functions  with  a view  to  the  interests  of  the  Union;  but  I think 
there  is  a want  of  method  in  the  Board-room  arrangements,  which  requires 
correction,  and  without  which  neither  can  their  own  business  he  carried  on  with 
practical  effect,  nor  will  their  officers  be  trained  to  those  habits  of  strict  obe- 
dience and  punctuality  which  are  essential. 

I have  felt  it  my  duty,  in  my  special  report,  to  express  that  the  collection  of 
rates  is  not  in  a satisfactory  sta.te.  The  Guardians  seem  disposed  to  exercise  a 
proper  economy  and  vigilance  in  their  expenditure,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
do  not  evince  any  tendency  to  disregard  the  claims  of  the  destitute;  but  I am 
quite  certain  that  the  most  effective  means  for  ensuring  a just  economy  of  funds 
furnished  by  self-taxation  will  be  found  to  consist  in  the  certainty,  punctuality 
and  rigidness  with  which  they  are  collected  and  can  be  made  available.  In 
other  words,  the  financial  affairs  of  that  Union  which  has  aheays  funds  in  hand 
will  be  always  the  best  managed. 

Trusting  that  these  views  meet  your  approbation,  I will  use  my  earnest 
efforts  to  press  them  upon  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this 
Union. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  7,  1848. 

, r.  I1HAVE  tlie  honour  to  reP01't  that,  pursuant  to  a resolution  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  passed  at  their  last  -weekly  meeting  on  February  3,  a Sub  -Com- 
mittee met  this  day  for  the  purpose  of  concluding  an  arrangement  for  hiring  a 
house  in  the  vicinity,  to  be  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster  and  male  children 
now  resident  in  the  workhouse.  The  Committee  examined  and  approved  of 
a cottage  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  consisting  of  a ground-floor,  which  would 
furnish  (by  roofing  and  flooring  one  end  which  is  now  dismantled)  a school- 
room, a kitchen,  and  a master’s  room,  and  of  a loft  which  would  answer  as  a 
dormitory  for  the  boys.  The  repairs  would  cost  about  50Z.  The  rent  asked 
by  the  proprietor  for  the  cottage  and  some  land  in  front,  which  would  answer 
for  a play-ground,  is  20 1.  per  annum. 

The  situation  is  not  badly  adapted  to  the  purpose,  but  I doubt  whether 
you  will  feel  disposed  to  sanction  so  large  an  outlay  as  50 1.  for  a temporary 

I shall  regret  our  not  being  able  to  find  any  place  that  will  suit  the  object 
we  have  in  view,  because,  though  I agree  with  Mr.  Otway  that  building  on  the 
workhouse  site  is  preferable,  the  main  object  at  present  is  to  provide  immediate 
accommodation  for  our  extra  numbers,  and  the  proposed  building  for  this  pur- 
pose on  the  workhouse  site,  of  which  the  estimate  was  sent  to  Mr.  Otway,  will 
not  be  completed  for  four  months. 

The  chief  want  at  present  is  not  of  dormitories  so  much  as  of  day-rooms,  and 
partial  improvement  might  be  effected  in  this  respect  at  a very  slight  cost ; there 
is  a very  good  room,  with  a fire-place  in  it,  on  the  ground-floor,  in  the  infirmary 
range,  which,  is  used  only  as  a turf  store.  At  the  cost  of  a very  few  pounds  a 
turf  store  might  be  formed  along  the  side  wall  which  connects  the  infirmary 
range  with  the  main  building,  and  the  room  now  used  for  a purpose  it  was 
never  intended  for  might  be  made  a day-room  of  for  paupers. 

The  extension  of.  the  infirmary  range,  to  which  I referred  in  a former  report 
(3rd  February),  will  I think  be  ready  for  the  admission  of  paupers  this  week. 


3 H 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing  February  9,  1848, 

The  Commissioners  having  learned  by  your  report  of  the  7th  instant 
that  the  cottage  proposed  to  be  taken  for  the  male  children  in  Manorhamilton 
Union  workhouse  would  require  an  expenditure  of  50Z.  for  repairs  and  roofing, 
and  that  day-room  accommodation  is  at  present  the  chief  want,  for  which  you 
consider  that  provision  may  be  made  at  the  workhouse,  they  have  requested 
the  Board  of  Guardians  to  take  into  consideration  the  practicability  of  suffi- 
ciently extending  the  accommodation  by  temporary  buidings  on  the  site  of  the 
workhouse. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners  February  10,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state  that  I this  day  brought  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Guardians  certain  matters  respecting  which  I had  received 
your  instructions  in  letter  dated  9th  February,  1848. 

A contract  has  been  this  day  entered  into  for  a supply  of  clothing  sufficient 
for  the  whole  number  of  paupers  approved  for  admission  by  the  Board,  with 
the  object  of  preventing  for  the  future  the  over-crowding  of  the  probationary 
wards,  from  want  (which  has  hitherto  been  experienced)  of  an  adequate  supply 
of  workhouse  clothing,  j 

There  has  been  an  improvement  this  week  in  the  paying  in  of  rates  by  the 
collectors,  witli  the  exception  of  those  of  two  electoral  divisions,  Drumkeeran 
and  Inismagrath.  The  collectors  of  these  two  electoral  divisions  were  called 
before  the  Board,  and  admonished  that  severe  measures  will  be  taken  against 
them  unless  a very  considerable  sum  shall  be  lodged  by  each  before  this  day 
fortnight.  I have  likewise  ordered  them  to  bring  before  the  Board  this  day 
week  a nominal  list  of  all  defaulting  rate-payers  in  their  electoral  divisions 
whose  rates  exceed  1/.  The  amount  paid  in  for  the  Union  this  week  is 
508Z.  35.  Gd.,  which  exceeds  last  week’s  collection  by  248Z. 

Your  recommendation  which  I brought  before  the  Board,  that  they  should 
meet  twice  in  the  week,  was  not  acceded  to.  The  Guardians  present  stated 
that  some  of  the  Guardians  never  attend  at  all,  and  that  those  who  do  so  regu- 
larly, find  it  not  easy  to  give  their  attendance  once  a-week  without  clashing 
with  magisterial  business,  or  detriment  to  their  private  affairs.  I argued  that, 
even  looking  at  it  only  with  a view  to  their  own  interests,  there  are  few  matters 
relating  to  their  private  affairs  which  they  will  find  it  more  perilous  to  neglect 
than  the  duties  imposed,  and  a vigilant  control  over  the  expenditure  which 
their  properties  are  taxed  to  meet.  However  they  would  not  consent  to  attend 
twice  in  the  week,  but  have  resolved,  in  order  to  get  through  more  business  on 
the  Board  day,  to  meet  for  the  future  at  half-past  10  o’clock. 

It  has  likewise  been  arranged  that  two  of  the  Guardians  are  to  meet  me  on 
each  Tuesday  at  the  Board-room  for  the  purpose  of  examining  and  checking 
some  of  the  accounts  of  the  establishment,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  work  to  be 
gone  through  on  the  following  Thursday. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  12,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  report  again  to  the 
Commissioners,  as  to  whether  the  arrangements  made  for  conducting  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Board  of  Guardians  are  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners February  12,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  collection  of  rates  is  more  satis 
factory  than  it  was,  and  I trust  the  improvement  henceforth  will  be  pro- 
gressive. 

By  an  arrangement  made  upon  the  last  Board-day  a Finance  Committee  is 
to  attend  regularly  each  Tuesday,  to  examine  and  check  the  accounts  and 
expenditure  at  the  workhouse.  By  this  means,  upon  Thursday,  the  regular 
Board-day,  more  time  and  attention  can  be  devoted  to  the  lists  of  applications 
and  to  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers  : neither  of  which  matters  can  afford 
to  be  hurried  over,  without  serious  detriment  to  the  claims  of  the  poor  and  the 
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interests  of  the  rate-payers.  In  the  case  especially  of  relieving  officers  it  will 
only  be  by  vigilantly  enforcing  adherence  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Com- 
missioners that  we  can  hope  to  train  them  into  useful  public  servants.  This 
matter,  I am  hound  to  say,  has  not  been  hitherto  sufficiently  attended  to,  in  a 
great  degree  in  consequence  of  the  mass  of  business  heaped  upon  one  day  in 
the  week. 

I have  this  week  examined  very  closely  the  state  of  the  wards,  school-rooms, 
and  infirmary,  and  have  found  a fair  degree  of  attention  paid  by  the  officers  to 
regularity,  cleanliness,  and  ventilation. 

The  medical  officer  informs  me  that,  both  in  the  workhouse  and  in  the 
district,  fever  has  latterly  assumed  a more  malignant  and  fatal  type. 

Upon  the  subject  of  extra  accommodation  within  and  without  the  workhouse, 
I have  had  the  honour  of  reporting  specially  during  the  week,  and  therefore 
I do  not  now  advert  to  them. 


No.  Cost. 


There  are  on  out-door  relief 

1615 

£. 

38 

s. 

11 

d. 

11 

„ in-door  relief 

857 

35 

4 

8 

Total 

2472 

£73 

16 

7 

This  is  something  under  5 per  cent,  on  the  population  of  the  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Major  Fitzgerald: — Feb'uary  12,  1848. 


I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy 
of  a communication  which  they  have  received  from  the  Under  Secretary’s 
office,  relating  to  the  decease  of  a woman  named  Rose  M‘Namara,  who  it  is 
stated  was  found  dead  in  a temporary  shed  which  had  been  erected  for  her ; 
and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  make  such  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  as 
may  enable  you  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  fact  of  the  case,  and 
especially  whether  the  deceased  made  application  for  relief  either  to  the  Board 
of  Guardians  of  the  Manorhamilton  Union,  to  the  workhouse  master,  or  to  any 
of  the  relieving  officers. 

Enclosure. 


County  of  Leitrim, 
Drmakair , February  4,  1848. 

On  the  29th  ultimo,  Rose  M'Namara  was  found  dead  in  a temporary  shed  which  was 
erected  for  her,  and  in  which  she  and  her  children  had  taken  shelter  after  being  turned  out  of 
the  fever  hospital. 

W.  Evans,  Head  Constable. 

Inspector-  General. 


The  Commissioners  to  Major  Fitzgerald: — February  14,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy 
of  a communication  which  thay  have  received  from  the  Under  Secretary’s 
office,  relating  to  the  decease  of  a man  named  John  M‘Teman,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  have  died  from  starvation  ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  make 
such  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  as  may  enable  you  to  report  to  the  Com- 
missioners as  . to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  especially  whether  the  deceased  made 
application  for  relief  either  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Manorhamilton 
Union,  to  the  workhouse  master,  or  to  any  of  the  relieving  officers. 

Enclosure. 

County  of  Leitrim, 
JDromahair,  February  7,  1848. 

On  the  6th  instant  John  M'Teman  died  while  on  his  way  from  this  town  to  Sligo  j 
his  remains  have  all  the  appearance  of  his  having  died  from  starvation. 

W.  Evans,  Head  Constable. 

Inspector - General. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners: — February  19,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  accompanying  special  reports  required  by  instruc- 
tions contained  in  your  letters,  I deem  it  my  duty  to  add  a few  observations. 


Manorhamilton 

Union. 
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It  is  very  lamentable  that  neither  of  the  persons  reported  upon  made  appli- 
cation for  assistance  to  the  relieving  officers  of  their  district.  It  is  also  I think 
to  be  regretted  that  the  Board  of  Guardians,  when  it  was  decided  to  give  up 
the  Killanummery  hospital,  did  not  instruct  the  relieving  officers  to  make 
special  inquiry  respecting  the  circumstances  of  the  persons  discharged  from  it, 
as  it  is  well  known  that  convalescents  from  fever  are  very  weak,  and  peculiarly 
subject  to  relapse. 

I have  pointed  out  to  the  relieving  officer,  that  if  he  had  been  as  cognizant 
as  he  ought  of  the  circumstances  of  the  families  whom  he  was  relieving,  he 
could  not  have  been  ignorant  that  the  boy  had  been  sent  to  the  fever  hospital, 
and  would  probably  have  had  his  attention  drawn  to  his  subsequent  condition ; 
the  father  concealed  both  circumstances,  and  had  continued  to  draw  his  son’s 
allowance  while  in  hospital. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  in  almost  all  the  cases  of  death  among  the  poor 
requiring  explanation  in  this  part  of  the  country,  want  of  house  shelter,  and 
exposure  in  travelling  during  an  inclement  season,  from  their  habits  of  wander- 
ing from  place  to  place,  have  been  the  contributing  causes,  and  not  actual  want 
of  food. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners: — February  19,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  your  letter,  21th  February, 
1848,  I have  inquired  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case  of  Rose  M‘Namara, 
deceased.  I find  that  on  the  15th  of  January,  she  left  the  Killanummery 
hospital  cured  of  fever,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  she  ever  made  application 
for  relief  either  at  the  workhouse  or  to  any  relieving  officer.  She  died  in  a 
shed  erected  for  her  by  one  of  her  friends  on  his  own  ground.  The  relieving 
officer  states,  that  he  never  knew  auything  about  her  till  he  heard  of  her 
decease. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners: — Febi'uary  19,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  your  letter,  14th  February, 
1848,  I have  made  inquiry  into  the  case  of  John  M'Ternan,  reported  by  Con- 
stable Evans  on  the  7th  instant ; I find  that  the  person  referred  to  in  the 
report,  erroneously  called  “ John  Ternan,”  was  a boy  of  14,  named  James 
F oley  ; he  left  the  Killanummery  hospital  on  the  22nd  January,  being  a week 
convalescent  after  fever;  he  received  from  the  doctor  who  had  been  in  charge 
of  the  hospital,  which  was  at  that  time  ordered  to  be  closed,  a ticket  of  ad- 
mission to  the  hospital  at  Manorhamilton ; the  boy,  instead  of  going  there, 
returned  to  his  father,  who,  fearing  contagion,  would  not  admit  him  among 
ins  other  children,  and  probably  from  want  of  shelter,  in  addition  to  his  weak 
state  of  health,  the  poor  boy  perished  in  the  inclement  weather,  or  it  might 
have  been  from  a relapse.  The  father  was  in  the  receipt  of  out-door  relief  for 
himself  and  his  children,  including  the  boy  James,  and 1 he  did  not  report 
either  his  being  in  hospital,  or  his  subsequent  condition  to  the  relieving 
officer.  ° 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — February  29,  1848. 

r n Vp"  di*'ected  ^ the  Commissioners  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Manorhamilton  Union,  that  the  Commissioners  have 

.®?e!™d  ? “S’0!?  from  ^aJOr  FltzSerald"  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector, 
relating  to  the  decease  of  two  persons  (named  Rose  M'Namara  and  James 
Foley)  in  which  he  states  that  Rose  M'Namara  left  the  Killanummery  fever 
hospital  cured  of  fever  on  the  15th  of  January,  and  that  it  does  not  appear 

offllmaPP  n reMef  dther  at  the  or  to  any  of 

IpfWh.  r®f®enoe  t0  the  f se  of  James  Foley,  Major  Fitzgerald  reports  that  he 
left  the  Killanummery  hospital  on  the  22nd  January,  being  a week  conva- 
lescent after  fever,  and  that  he  received  from  the  doctor  who  had  been  in 
charge  ot  the  hospital,  which  was  at  that  time  ordered  to  be  closed,  a ticket  of 
admission  to  the  hospital  at  Manorhamilton ; but  that  the  boy,  instead  of  going 
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there,  returned  to  his  father,  who,  fearing  contagion,  would  not  admit  him 
among  his  other  children,  and  that  probably  from  want  of  shelter,  in  addition 
to  his  weak  state  of  health,  the  poor  boy  perished  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  or  perhaps  from  a relapse  of  fever. 

Major  Fitzgerald  further  reports,  that  the  boy’s  father  was  in  the  receipt  of 
out-door  relief  for  himself  and  his  children,  including  the  boy  James,  and  that 
he  did  not  report  either  his  son’s  being  in  hospital  or  his  subsequent  condition 
to  the  relieving  officer. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Board  of  Guardians,  when  they  had  decided  to 
close  the  Killanummery  hospital,  did  not  instruct  the  relieving  officers  to  make 
special  inquiry  respecting  the  circumstances  of  the  persons  discharged  from  it. 

The  Commissioners  concur  with  Major  Fitzgerald  in  thinking  that  had  the 
relieving  officer  been  as  cognizant  as  he  ought  to  have  been  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  families  whom  he  was  relieving,  he  could  not  have  been  igno- 
rant that  the  boy  James  Foley  had  been  sent  to  the  fever  hospital,  and  would 
probably  have  had  his  attention  drawn  to  the  boy’s  subsequent  condition. 

The  Commissioners  desire  me  to  request  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  will 
take  into  their  consideration  the  propriety  of  removing  the  relieving  officer  of 
the  district,  and  of  appointing  a more  efficient  person  in  his  stead 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners: — February  19,  1848. 

I have  already  reported  that  the  rates  paid  in  this  week  have  been 
less  in  amount  than  I expected. 

It  appears  that,  in  certain  instances  of  endeavouring  to  recover  from  de- 
faulters, the  collectors  committed  a legal  irregularity.  They  attempted  to 
obtain  by  distress  the  amount  due  from  parties  whom  they  had  already  served 
with  a notice  of  summons : the  parties  rescued  their  cattle ; and  when  the 
collectors  applied  for  assistance  to  the  resident  magistrate,  he  informed  them 
that  they  ought  not  to  have  proceeded  both  by  distress  and  summons.  They 
asked  me  what  they  ought  to  do,  and  I told  them  to  follow  up  their  sum- 
monses wherever  they  had  served  notice,  and  wherever  they  had.  not  served 
notice  to  distrain.  I have  since  consulted  the  resident  magistrate,  who  approves 
of  those  instructions  ; and  says  further,  that  the  summons  may  now  be  followed 
up  against  the  person  who  rescued  his  cattle  ; this  I am  glad  of,  as  he  is  a rich 
gentleman  farmer,  who  can  well  afford  to  pay  his  rate,  and  ought  to  have  set  a 
good  example  by  doing  so. 

I regret  the  above  occurrence,  both  on  account  of  the  delay  to  the  getting 
in  of  the  rate  and  for  the  mischievous  effect  of  a successful  resistance'  to  the 
payment  of  a tax  not  overpopular.  However,  the  resident  magistrate,  as  soon 
as  the  collectors  place  themselves  in  the  right,  will  give  every  aid  when  re- 
quired for  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 

The  applications  for  relief  from  the  able-bodied  have,  in  some  parts  of  the 
Union,  diminished,  in  consequence  of  the  employment  offered  by  drainage 
under  the  Land  Improvement  Act.  Agricultural  work  also  is  commencing ; 
and  in  the  undrained  fields,  which  I am  sorry  to  say  constitute  large  portions 
of  the  farms  in  this  county,  spade  labour  (which  is  predominant  in  most  parts, 
of  this  Union)  can  begin  its  operations  earlier,  in  a wet  season  especially,  than 
a plough  could  enter  the  ground. 

Several  also  of  this  class  have  left  the  workhouse  to  seek  for  employment. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners: — February  26,  1848. 

The  amount  of  rates  paid  to  the  treasurer  this  week  is  263/.  This  is 
from  five  electoral  divisions ; nothing  has  been  paid  in  from  the  other  five, 
partly  owing  to  circumstances  concerning  which  I have  sent  you  a special 
report  this  week. 

The  Board  of  Guardians,  in  the  month  of  January,  made  a contract  for  sup- 
plies of  Indian  meal  and  oatmeal  to  the  workhouse,  which  at  present  prices 
has  turned  out  a very  unfavourable  one  to  the  Union.  They  have  allowed  the 
relieving  officers  to  draw  their  supplies  for  out-door  relief  from  the  same  person, 
which  would  prove  a serious  loss  if  continued.  I have  therefore  induced  them 
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Manorhamilton 
, Union. 


to  advertise  for  tenders,  by  which  a great  saving  will  be  effected.  W e have 
also  the  choice  of  dealing  with  the  commissariat  at  Sligo,  which  might  be  an 
advantageous  arrangement.  I propose  going  to  Sligo  to-morrow,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  inquiry. 

I perceive  a strong  tendency  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  Guardians  to  play 
into  the  hands  of  favourite  contractors,  which  it  will  be  my  duty  to  check  and 
expose. 

The  addition  to  the  infirmary  range,  which  the  contractor  was  bound  to  have 
ready  about  the  18th  of  this  month,  is  not  yet  complete,  and  the  Guardians' do 
not  seem  at  all  impressed  with  the  importance  of  keeping  the  contractor  to  his 
engagements. 

The  fitting  up  of  a building  in  the  precincts  of  the  town,  which  you  sanctioned 
for  a temporary  school-house  for  the  male  children,  is  getting  on  rapidly  under 
a clever  tradesman,  to  whom  I have  entrusted  the  work. 

A visit  to  the  Manorhamilton  workhouse  by  your  architect  would  be  de- 
sirable, for  reasons  which  I have  stated  in  a special  report. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  workhouse  is  improved  as  to  fever.  Dysentery 
cases  are  still  numerous. 

The  state  of  the  workhouse  in  point  of  cleanliness  and  regularity,  is  on  the 
whole  creditable,  and  will  be  better  as  soon  as  the  extra  accommodation  is 
available. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners: — February  26,  1848. 

I enclose  a memorial  from  the  chairman  of  the  District  Committee  for 
the  relief  district  comprehended  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Drumkeeran  and  Inis- 
magrath,  in  this  Union,  occasioned  by  the  following  circumstances : — oil  ex- 
amination of  the  relieving  officer’s  book  of  that  district,  I suspected  that  lie  was 
giving  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  persons,  and  on  visiting  the  Committee  I 
found  my  suspicions  verified.  They  had  ordered  their  relieving  officer  to  give 
relief  to  certain  heads  of  families,  for  a portion  of  their  families,  they  them- 
selves being  employed  on  money  wages  not  sufficient  to  support  the  entire 
family.  I ordered  the  system  to  be  stopped,  telling  the  Committee  that;  it;  was 
illegal,  as  no  order  had  been  issued  by  you,  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the 
able-bodied,  and  adding  that  there  is  no  principle  more  opposed  to  the  word 
and  spirit  of  the  Irish  Poor  Law,  than  giving  relief  in  aid  of  wages.  I pointed 
out  to  them  the  various  evils  that  would  ensue  if  such  a course  were  pursued, 
— that  every  gentleman  and  farmer  in  the  country  might  employ  labourers  at 
any  wages  he  pleased,  conditioning-  to  get  their  families  placed  on  the  rates ; 
that  such  a system  would  inevitably  tend  to  lower  wages  and  perpetuate  pau- 
perism and  dependence. 

However  they  argued  the  case  as  stated  in  their  memorial,  urged  the  purity 
of  their  motives,  which  were  to  save  their  district  from  excessive  taxation,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  foster  the  spirit  of  industry  among  their  labouring  poor  and 
keep  them  out  of  the  workhouse,  and  they  requested  me  to  refer  their  case 
specially  to  you. 

. Mr>  Cullen,  the  gentleman  who  signs  the  memorial,  is  a useful  Guardian, 
gives  employment  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act,  and  exerts  himself  gene- 
rally for  the  benefit  of  the  district. 

At  the  same  time  I have  thought  it  right  to  point  out  to  the  Manorhamilton 
Hoard  of  Guardians,  the  necessity  which  this  case  proves  of  a closer  examina- 
tion of  the  books  of  relieving  officers. 


Enclosure. 

Mr.  Cullen  to  Major  Fitzgerald  -.—February  24,  1848. 

I have  been  directed  tofurnish  you  with  the  following  particulars  relative  to  the  mode 
of  our  out-door  relief :—W.  Ward  is  upon  our  list;  he  has  eight  of  a faorily,  he  earns  4s. 
a-week  by  labouring  and  he  ,s  allowed  one  stone  of  meal  per  week  out-door  relief.  This  sup- 
ports his  family  and  he  u contented.  Now,  should  we  send  him  and  his  family  to  the  ,.oor- 
houfVhl8r  a ‘ly  c,°st  us  ls,'  °¥'  1 1,ead  P"  making  8s.  4 d.  per  week.  By  our  own 
mode  the  family  only  costs  ls.  for  a gone  of  meal;  leaving  a saving  of  7s.  4 d.  in  favour  of  our 
plan,  oi  upwards  of  700  per  cent.  The  nearest  calculation  we  can  make  is  that  100  families 
are  so  circumstanced  in  these  divisions  that  their  own  labour  will  not  support  them,  without 
assistance;  therefore  by  your  order  all  those  100  families  must  go  into  tho  poorhouse,  and  tho 
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labour  provided  by  proprietors,  is  of  no  avail,  as  they  will  not  be  permitted  ta  work  and 
receive  out-door  relief.  The  value  of  the  two  divisions  is  about  75001. ; a rate  is  struck  now 
for  1200/.;  from  250/.  to  300/.  of  this  will  not  be  collected,  from  the  great,  poverty  of  the  dis- 
trict. Our  number  of  poor  who  will  be  supported  by  poorhouse  and  out-door  relief  for  these 
two  divisions,  will  amount  to  1200;  and  I now  leave  it  for  you  to  say,  are  those  divisions  able 
to  support  such  a host  of  paupers  in  the  manner  the  law  directs. 

I tru-t  you  will  place  our  case  before  the  Commissioners  at  your  earliest  convenience;  for  if 
ever  there  was  a cause  for  relaxation  from  a strict  rule,  this  is  the  one,  as  positively  the  income 
of  these  divisions  will  be  nearly  half  absorbed  by  poor  rates  alone. 

I hope  you  will  excuse  the  length  of  this  letter ; but  the  subject  is  tedious. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  1,  1848. 

In  reply  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  fully  concur  in  the  view 
which  you  have  taken  of  the  question. 

The  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  strongest  possible  line  should  be 
drawn  between  relief  and  wages,  it  being  an  essential  principle  in  any  sound 
system  of  Poor  Law  administration  that  relief  and  wages  should  be  kept  totally 
distinct,  and  that  a destitute  able-bodied  man  should  be  relieved  wholly  by  the 
Union,  or  employed  wholly  by  the  party  for  whom  he  works. 

The  Commissioners  are  convinced  that  the  infringement  of  the  principle 
would  lead  to  pernicious  consequences,  and  by  making  employers  of  labour 
suppose  that  they  had  a pecuniary  interest  in  introducing  a system  of  out-door 
relief  to  able-bodied  men,  it  would  eventually  entail  an  enormous  burthen  on  the 
poor-rates  which  the  property  of  the  Union  would  be  wholly  unable  to  support. 

The  following  additional  objections  to  the  employment  of  the  recipients  of 
relief  on  the  property  of  private  individuals  may  also  be  stated : — 

Firstly.  Such  a system  tends  to  absorb  the  general  stock  of  employment,  and 
so  to  bring  more  labourers  on  the  poor-rates. 

Secondly.  It  tends  to  lower  the  market  value  of  labour,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  self-relying  labourer,  since  the  occupier  of  land  will  not  contract  for  the 
employment  of  pauper  instead  of  independent  labour  unless  he  can  obtain  some 
advantage  in  the  rate  of  wages. 

Thirdly.  It  tends  to  spoil  the  industry  and  habits  of  the  labourer,  who  will 
not  work  with  the  same  energy  in  return  for  relief  as  when  he  has  a bargain 
with  a private  employer  to  work  for  wages, — the  continuance  of  his  employ- 
ment and  the  amount  of  his  receipts  depending  in  one  case  on  his  industry  and 
the  value  of  his  work,  and  in  the  other  case  on  the  necessities  of  himself  and 
those  dependent  on  him  for  support. 

The  memorial  is  herewith  returned. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  4,  1848. 

I have  to  state  that  in  consequence  of  the  Leitrim  and  Fermanagh 
Assizes  it  has  not  been  possible  to  have  a Board  of  Guardians  this  week.  I 
endeavoured  to  obtain  a quorum  of  three  to  meet  Mr.  Otway,  who  had  signi- 
fied to  me  his  intention  of  attending  on  Thursday,  but  I could  only  get  two 
members. 

Mr.  Otway  visited  the  workhouse  on  Tuesday,  again  on  yesterday  (Thursday). 
He  was  much  struck  with  the  weakly  aspect  of  the  children  in  the  school- 
rooms, which  he  conceives  is  owing  to  an  insufficiency  of  nourishment,  as  they 
do  not  get  supper.  My  attention  had  been  already  turned  to  this  matter.  I 
had  got  the  Sligo'  scale  of  workhouse  dietary,  and  on  Monday  last  examined 
the  condition  of  the  children  in  that  establishment,  between  whom  and  our’s  I 
observed  a marked  difference  in  appearance  very  much  in  favour  of  the  former, 
who  are  allowed  a bread  supper. 

I am  sure  that  for  children  three  meals  in  the  day  are  better  than  two,  even 
if  the  total  quantity  were  the  same  in  both  cases,  and  I was  about  to  bring  this 
matter  before  the  Guardians  at  their  first  meeting. 

Mr.  Otway,  however,  informed  me  that  the  dietary  for  the  children  might 
be  immediately  altered  by  the  authority  of  the  medical  officer,  if  he  should  deem 
it  necessary  as  a matter  of  health ; that  officer’s  attention  being  then  directed  to 
the  subject,  he  made  a careful  examination  and  reported  that  it  was  essentially 
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necessary  that  the  food  of  the  children  should  be  increased,  and  a different 
. distribution  of  meals  adopted.  The  change  was  carried  into  effect  on  Thursday, 
a supper  of  four  ounces  of  bread  being  provided  for  each  child  under  15. 

A report  of  the  grounds  upon  which  he  had  deemed  it  necessary  to  order 
this  change  was  laid  by  the  medical  officer  on  the  Board-room  table,  which 
will  be  submitted  to  the  first  general  meeting  of  the  Board  oi  Guardians,  who 
I have  little  doubt  will  sanction  and  confirm  the  alteration. 

I purpose  likewise  to  call  their  attention  to  the  dietary  of  the  adults,  with 
the  object  of  advising  a small  increase,  as  the  days  are  now  lengthening,  and 
we  shall  be  able  to  keep  them  more  actively  employed. 

The  applicants  on  the  relieving  officers’  books  on  Thursday  received  provi- 
sional relief  either  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse  for  one  week  ; as  there  was  no 
Board  to  examine  the  applications,  as  far  as  time  permitted,  I decided  respecting 
doubtful  cases  myself. 

For  the  week  ending  26th  February,  there  were  on  in-door  relief  77 3 ; on 
out-door  about  1500.  I cannot  be  quite  certain  as  to  this  last  number,  as  the 
relieving  officer  of  one  of  the  relief  districts  has  been  suddenly  attacked  by 
fever,  and  his  books  have  had  to  be  made  up  by  a deputy,  whom  I was  obliged 
to  appoint  upon  a short  notice. 

I stated  in  my  report  of  the  26th  February,  that  I had  induced  the  Guardians 
to  advertize  for  tenders  for  supplies  for  out-door  relief.  If  there  appears  any 
difficulty  upon  Thursday  next  in  concluding  a contract  in  time,  advantageous 
for  the  Union,  I intend  to  recommend  that  a temporary  supply  shall  be  obtained 
from  the  Commissariat,  which  we  shall  obtain  (for  ready  money)  at  market 
price,  viz.,  Indian  meal  for  8/.  8s.,  and  rye  meal  for  71.  per  ton.  The  Guardians 
have  hitherto  been  supplying  out-door  relief,  by  Indian  meal,  at  11/.  per  ton, 
from  the  workhouse  contractor. 

I have  also  made  myself  acquainted  with  the  terms  upon  which  Sligo 
merchants  will  deal,  so  that  I hold  a check  over  the  contracts  that  wc  may 
receive  from  the  Manorhamilton  contractors,  who  have  hitherto  played  into 
each  other’s  hands. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  7,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  period  for  which  your  sealed  order 
was  issued,  authorizing  out-door  relief  in  this  Union  to  two  classes  under  the 
2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  viz.,  to  widows  with  less 
than  two  children,  and  orphans,  will  expire  on  the  12th  instant,  and  the  Board 
of  Guardians  deem  it  desirable,  in  which  opinion  I coincide,  that  you  be 
pleased  to  renew  this  order  for  a further  period  of  two  months. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  11,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for 
the  renewal  of  the  order  for  the  period  specified. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners: — March  11,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
this  week,  upon  Tuesday  and  Thursday. 

Upon  the  former  day  they  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Drumkeerin  fever 
hospital,  and  transacted  some  other  financial  business.  I recommended  them  to 
pass  a resolution  that  in  future  cheques  to  pay  contractors,  &c.,  should  be  signed 
only  once  in  the  month  instead  of  weekly,  or  at  irregular  intervals  as  heretofore. 

The  Chairman  signed  summonses  against  certain  defaulting  high  rate-payers  in 
the  Killarga  electoral  division,  taken  from  a list  furnished  to  me  by  the  collector 
of  the  district.  Each  collector  will  in  future  be  obliged,  when  he  attends  the 
Board,  to  produce  similar  lists. 
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Mr.  M'Mulleo  (Mr.  Wilkinson’s  deputy)  made  upon  Tuesday  a verbal  report 
to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  recommending  that  the  infirmary  extension  buildings 
should  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  contractor,  and  completed  by  the  Guardians 
themselves.  A resolution  to  that  effect  was  passed,  respecting  which  I have  had 
the  honour  to  make  you  a special  report. 

The  chief  business  on  Thursday  was  examining  the  applications  for  x-elief.  I 
had  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Chairman  to  the  tardiness  with  which  the 
examination  of  the  relief  register  is  executed  by  the  Union  clerk.  His  explanation 
being  that  the  l-elieving  officers  did  not  attend  in  due  time.  A resolution  was 
ordei-ed  to  be  placed  on  the  minutes,  enjoining  strict  attention  to  that  part  of  their 
duty  in  future.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  the  inaptitude  of  the  clerk  for  the 
methodical  dispatch  of  business  is  the  true  cause. 

Mr.  M'Mullen’s  report  (a  copy  of  which  I have  the  honour  to  enclose)  was  laid 
before  the  Guardians,  who  x-esolved  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee on  Tuesday  next. 

Tenders  for  the  supply  of  Indian  meal  for  out-door  relief  were  accepted  at 
8Z.  155.  per  ton,  delivered  at  each  depot.  A considerable  economy  will  thus  be 
effected,  as  the  Guardians  have  hitherto  allowed  the  workhouse  contractor  to 
supply  meal  to  the  relieving  officers  at  his  own  contract  price  of  11Z.  per  ton. 

I think  there  will  also  be  a saving  in  the  next  bread  contracts  for  the  workhouse, 
for  which  tenders  are  to  be  received  upon  Tuesday  next. 

I have  omitted  to  state  that  I laid  before  the  Board  of  Guardians  your  letter, 
calling  their  attention  to  a neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Killarga  relieving 
officer.  The  Board  called  him  before  them,  and  cautioned  him  to  be  very  careful 
in  making  himself  acquainted  with  any  changes  occurring  in  the  families  he  was 
relieving.  It  appearing  in  this  instance  that  the  father  of  the  boy  Foley  had 
studiously  concealed  from  the  relieving  officer  the  sickness  and  absence  of  his  son. 

The  Board  considered  that  this  animadversion  would  have  the  desired  effect, 
without  adopting  the  severe  course  of  dismissal,  in  which  I concur,  as  this  officer 
has  latterly  improved  much  in  zeal  and  diligence. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Guardians : — 

March  25,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  a report  from  Major  Fitzgerald, 
Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector  for  the  Manorhamilton  Union,  in  which  he  states 
that  the  chief  business  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  on  the  9th  instant,  was  examin- 
ing the  applications  for  relief,  and  that  he  had  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Chairman  to  the  tardiness  with  which  the  examination  of  the  relief  register  is 
executed  by  you,  your  explanation  being  that  the  relieving  officers  did  not  attend 
in  due  time.  Major  Fitzgerald,  however,  is  of  opinion  that  your  inaptitude  for  the 
methodical  dispatch  of  business  is  the  true  cause. 

The  Commissioners  have  also  had  before  them  the  observations  of  Mr.  Otway, 
Poor  Law  Inspector,  in  which  he  expresses  his  concuiTenee  in  opinion  with 
Major  Fitzgerald,  and  states,  that  he  told  you  some  time  ago  that  he  would  hold 
you  responsible  for  the  relieving  officers’  books  being  properly  filled  up,  unless 
you  pointed  out  in  distinct  cases  how  and  -when  the  relieving  officer  failed  in 
his  duty  ; and  unless  he  found  that  you  had  taken  .proper  steps  to  have  every 
relieving  officer  punished  for  neglect  of  duty  immediately  on  occurrence  of  such 
neglect. 

The  Commissioners  have  directed  me  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  them  with 
any  explanation  you  have  to  offer  on  the  subject. 


The  Commissioners  to  Major  Fitzgerald: — March  14, 1848. 

With  reference  to  your  report  of  the  11th  instant,  I am  directed  by  the 
Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  to 
forward  herewith  for  your  infoxunation  a copy  of  quex’ies  and  opinions  of  Mr. 
Henn,  Q.C.,  on  the  legal  point  regarding  the  collection  of  the  poor-rate  referred  to 
in  your  former  reports. 
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Enclosure. 


Queries. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of 
receiving  your  opinion  on  the  following 
points : — 

1st.  Whether  the  collector,  by  leaving  the 
six  days’  notice,  deprives  himself  of  the  power 
of  proceeding  by  immediate  distress  before  the 
expiration  of  the  six  days  ? 


2nd.  If  so,  whether  after  the  expiration  of 
the  six  days  the  collector  can  proceed  by  dis- 
tress under  his  own  warrant,  or  must  he  pro- 
ceed in  pursuance  of  the  notice  by  complaint 
before  a justice  ? 


Opinion  of  J.  Hem,  Esq.,  Q.C, 


1.  Where  the  collector  has  given  notice  that, 
payment  of  the  poor-rate  may  be  made  at.  his 
house  or  office,  within  six  days,  and  (hat  in  the 
event  of  default  of  payment,  further  proceedings 
will  be  instituted,  I do  not  think  he  has  a right 
to  distrain  before  the  expiration  of  the  six 
days : and  even  if  such  right  exists,  I think  it 
would  be  wrong  to  exercise  it. 

2nd.  I do  not  think  the  mere  service  of  the 
notice  specified  in  the  Act  would  deprive  the 
collector  of  the  right  to  distrain  if  the  rate 
should  not  be  paid  within  the  six  days,  but  in 
the  printed  form  sent,  notice  is  given  that  in 
default  of  payment  within  the  six  days,  pro- 
ceedings will  be  instituted  against  the  parly 
served  for  the  amount,  together  with  all  rea- 
sonable costs  and  charges,  &c.,  & c.,  which 
clearly  refers  to  the  summary  proceedings 
before  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  after  the 
service  of  such  notice  I do  not  think  the  col- 
lector ought  to  proceed  by  distress. 

J.  IIknn. 

Limerick , March  1 1,  184S. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners: — March  18,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  on  Monday  (this  week)  I attended  the 
District  Committee  at  Drumkeerin,  and  upon  examination  of  the  relief  books  I 
struck  off  about  20  families  from  out-door  relief,  the  heads  being  able-bodied 
labourers,  some  of  whom  were  in  employment,  and  others  I believe  might  be 
if  they  chose.  I desired  the  relieving  officer  to  offer  tickets  of  admission  to 
the  workhouse  to  those  among  them  who  should  apply  to  him  for  relief. 

I then  thought  it  right  to  point  out  to  the  Committee  how  absolutely  essen- 
tial it  is  at  this  season  to  apply  every  stimulant  to  agricultural  industry,  and 
how  desirable  it  is  that  employment  be  given  at  fair  money  wages.  I also 
proved  to  them  how  much  better  off  a large  and  destitute  family  is  by  having 
even  one  member  supporting  them  by  his  wages,  than  they  would  be  if  the 
whole  of  them  received  out-door  relief. 

Supposing  the  father  of  a family  to  earn  1(M  a-day,  or  5 s.  a-week ; 5s.  will 
purchase  60  lbs.  weight  of  Indian  meal  at  the  present  retail  price  in  the  district. 
Supposing  the  family  to  be  six  in  number,  they  would  only,  upon  out-door 
relief,  if  all  adults,  be  allowed  5i  lbs.  each  in  the  week,  or  35  f lbs.  for  the 
whole  family,  instead  of  60  lbs. 

If  one  of  those  adults  be  a son  able  to  earn  4.9.  a-week,  that  will  bring  48  lbs. 
more  of  food  into  the  family,  i.  e.  they  would  receive  108  lbs.  of  food  in  the 
week,  instead  of  35 Jibs.,  the  out-door  relief  allowance  ; and  yet  there  is  little 
doubt  that,  unless  the  stimulant  of  refusing  out-door  relief  is  applied  strin- 
gently, many  would  rest  satisfied  with  the  35f  lbs.  food  of  idleness ! 

A proprietor  in  that  district  has  been  employing  70  or  80  labourers  at  agri- 
cultural spade  labour.  He  began  by  paying  them  low  daily  wages  of  6 d.  or 
8cZ.,  with  which  they  were  perfectly  satisfied ; but  after  a short  time  he  dis- 
covered that  he  was  getting  no  work  done,  and  ordered  his  agriculturist  to  give 
task-work.  I asked  the  agriculturist  what  those  labourers  ought  to  earn  at  the 
rates  he  offered  them ; he  said  1(M  a-day,  but  that  they  almost  all  refused  to 
work  by  task  at  all.  What  would  the  effect  be  if  we  allowed  relief  to  the 
families  of  such  persons  ? 

At  the  same  time  I have  great  doubts  whether  “ giving  employment  ” always 
means  employment  at  fair  money  wages  punctually  paid.  This  is  the  one 
thing  needful ; and  unless  it  becomes  the  rule  instead  of  the  exception,  taxation 
and  destitution  will  go  on  increasing  pari  q^assu. 

The  receipts  acknowledged  by  the  treasurer  this  week  from  collectors 
amount  only  to  219/. ; but  an  additional  sum  has  been  lodged,  though  too  late 
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for  this  week’s  minutes.  Notices  were  issued  to  summons  certain  lessors  and 
high  ratepayers,  whose  names  were  handed  in  as  defaulters,  in  the  electoral 
divisions  of  Drumkeerin  and  Inishmagrath. 

It  appearing  that  sufficient  publicity  had  not  been  given  to  the  notices  for 
tenders  for  the  supply  of  bread  to  the  workhouse,  the  time  for  receiving  them 
was  extended  to  Tuesday  next. 

The  Guardians  resolved  to  defer  the  consideration  of  Mr.  M ‘Mullins  report 
upon  fever  hospital  and  school-rooms  proposed  to  be  built  until  the  infirmary 
range  was  complete,  and  they  could  ascertain  what  the  actual  accommodation 
then  will  be. 

The  Board  was  occupied  on  Thursday  in  examining  the  applications  on  the 
relief  books. 

Great  mischief  is  caused  by  men  deserting  their  families,  and  leavmg  them 
to  be  supported  by  the  Union.  I have  had  informations  sworn  by  the  master 
and  relieving  officers  of  these  families  having  become  chargeable,  and  have  had 
warrants  issued  against  four  or  five  of  the  parties,  who,  there  is  reason  to 
suspect,  are  lurking  about  the  country.  This  is  a serious  evil,  which  will,  I 
fear,  increase  during  the  spring. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  25,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  met  twice  this 
week ; a quorum  of  three  on  Tuesday,  and  the  General  Board  on  Thursday. 

Upon  Tuesday,  fever  hospital  and  other  accounts  were  examined  ; some  obser- 
vations thereon  appear  on  the  minutes. 

The  only  tender  for  supplying  bread  to  the  workhouse  was  put  in  by  the  former 
contractor,  and  was  so  high  that  I advised  the  Board  at  once  to  reject  it,  which 
was  done.’  Before  the  Board  broke  up  another  party  agreed  to  contract  for  a 
reasonable  price,  which  was  accepted ; viz.,  6d.  per  white,  and  4 d.  per  brown, 
4 lb.  loaf.  The  former  contract  having  been  7 id.,  a considerable  saving  will  thus 
be  effected  in  the  in-door  expenditure. 

I likewise  stated  in  a former  report,  that  by  advertising  with  due  publicity 
(aided,  I believe,  by  a rumour  which  is  abroad,  that  the  collection  of  rates  will  be 
enforced,  and  contractors  for  the  future  punctually  paid  in  this  Union),  we  have 
now  Indian  meal  supplied  for  out-door  relief  at  81.  155.,  instead  of  HZ.  per  ton, 
which  latter  price  the  Guardians  had  volunteered  to  pay,  for  no  reason  that  I 
could  conjecture  except  to  benefit  the  contractor. 

It  is  right  to  state  that  in  effecting  economical  reforms  of  this  nature,  I find 
Mr.  Tottenham,  Chairman  of  the  Board,  a zealous  and  able  assistant  when  he 
attends.  . . _ 

Thursday  the  Board  was  occupied  chiefly  in  examining  the  applications  tor 

relief.  ^ . ... 

As  I have  reason  to  think  that  at  this  season  of  the  year,  unless  great  vigilance 
be  exerted,  the  families  of  persons  in  employment  on  money  wages  will  continue 
to  receive  out-door  relief,  I suggested  to  the  Guardians  that  on  Monday  next  all 
the  members  of  the  families  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Manorhamilton,  be  required  to  appear  at  the  workhouse,  except  the  bed-ridden, 
and  that  some  of  the  Guardians  belonging  to  the  district  shall  be  present  at  the 
scrutiny,  which  was  agreed  to.  In  no  other  way  shall  we  be  able  to  get  at  the 
truth.  I think  this  will  do  it. 

The  collectors  have  lodged  446Z.  this  week,  and  notices  served  upon  certain 
immediate  lessors  and  high  rate-payers,  taken  from  a list  given  in  by  the  collec- 
tors. I have  already  asked  to  have  some  of  your  printed  forms  for  that  purpose 
sent  to  me,  which  I think  I shall  be  able  to  make  good  use  of. 

Fever  is,  I am  glad  to  say,  much  decreased,  which  I attribute  mainly  to  the  pre- 
cautions now  taken  for  keeping  the  in-coming  paupers  as  short  a time  as  possible 
in  the  probationary  wards.  This,  and  sending  all  doubtful  cases  at  once  to  the 
hospital,  instead  of  admitting  them  to  the  house,  are,  I am  convinced,  the  most 
effective  means  that  can  be  resorted  to  for  keeping  fever  away  from  a workhouse. 
We  have  a porter  who  perforns  his  duties  in  enforcing  these  measures  with  much 
intelligence  and  effect ; and  the  medical  officer  is  fully  and  properly  awake  to  their 
importance.  _ _ •,  T . 

You  will  observe  on  the  minutes  that  the  Guardians  request  a^pjan  from  JXir, 
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Wilkinson  for  a fever  hospital,  to  cost  600?.  I am  not  prepared  to  say  whether 
that  sum  would  suffice  for  providing  the  accommodation  that  would  he  requisite. 
Mr.  M 'Mullen’s  estimate  was  1900?.  for  a building  to  contain  100  patients. 

The  new  master,  Mr.  Browne,  arrived  yesterday.  I have  been  at  the  workhouse 
with  him  yesterday  and  this  day ; he  appears  intelligent  and  zealous,  and  will,  I 
hope,  be  a useful  officer. 

The  late  master  is  unfortunately  laid  up  with  dysenteiy,  which  will  delay  the 
regular  taking  over  of  the  establishment  for  a few  days. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  31,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners’  architect  has 
been  drawn  to  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  referred  to  in  your  report. 


Major  Fitzgerald  to  the  Commissioners: — April  1,  1848. 

Upon  Monday  I attended  the  Relief  Committee  and  inspected  the  fever 
hospital  at  Drumkeerin.  This  is  the  electoral  division,  the  destitution  of  which  it 
will  be  the  most  difficult  to  cope  with  of  any  in  this  Union.  I take  every  oppor- 
tunity of  urging  the  proprietors  and  farmers  to  give  employment  as  the  only  means 
of  reducing  their  own  taxation,  but  the  farms  are  generally  so  small  that  the 
owners  are  able  to  cultivate  them  (as  they  understand  cultivation),  by  means  of 
their  own  families,  and  this  district  is  more  in  the  condition  of  the  destitute  parts 
of  the  south  of  Ireland  than  any  other  in  this  Union. 

Hovvever,  some  proprietors  are  now  giving  employment  on  money  wages,  and  I 
do  not  apprehend,  that  even  in  Drumkeerin,  there  will  be  a necessity  to  extend  out- 
door relief  to  the  able-bodied. 

I also  think  that  the  bread  rations  to  the  schools  will  prove  a valuable  aid  in 
this  poor  electoral  division. 

Upon  Tuesday  fever  and  other  accounts  were  examined.  The  master  'of  the 
workhouse  having  reported  to  me  that  the  meal  contractor  furnishes  the  supplies 
very  irregularly,  which  interferes  with  the  proper  arrangement  of  hours  for 
breakfasts  or  dinners,  the  clerk  was  instructed  by  the  Board  to  announce  to  the 
contractor,  that  unless  the  supplies  are  furnished  regularly  and  in  the  due 
quantities,  his  contract  will  he  rescinded.  As  it  is  a very  advantageous  one  to  him, 
this  will  doubtless  have  the  desired  effect  of  producing  regularity  in  future. 

Upon  Thursday,  in  addition  to  the  usual  examination  of  the  relief  applications, 
a special  personal  scrutiny  was  made  of  those  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the 
Manorhamilton  electoral  division.  We  had  not  time  to  go  through  the  whole 
of  _the  cases,  but  a quorum  of  the  Guardians  will  meet  me  on  an  extra  day  (not 
being  the  general  Board-day),  for  the  purpose  of  concluding  this  which  is  a very 
useful  examination. 

The  new  master  finds  that  his  time  and  attention  must  he  so  absorbed  for 
some  time  in  effecting  any  necessary  reforms  in  the  general  arrangements  of  the 
house  as  to  classification,  discipline,  cleanliness,  &c.,  that  lie  has  requested  to  be 
allowed  some  temporary  assistance  in  the  department  of  accounts.  The  Guar- 
dians have,  by  my  advice,  appointed  an  assistant  for  a limited  period— salary  to  he 
fixed  on  Tuesday  next.  J 

I hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  sanction  this  arrangement  which  I conceive  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  under  the  circumstances. 

I have  commenced  the  issue  of  bread  rations  to  the  schools,  but  am  doing  it  verv 
cautiously,  and  I will  postpone  reporting  to  you  in  this  matter  till  I have  got  the 
system  fully  into  action.  e 


Major  t itzgerald  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  8,  1848. 

Upon  Monday  I proceeded  to  Drumkeeran,  examined  the  relieving  officer's 
books,  and  visited  some  schools.  ° 

The  Finance  Committee  met  upon  Tuesday,  which  being  the  1st  in  the  month, 
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the  day  fixed  for  paying  contractors,  a large  amount  of  the  sums  due  was  paid 
off.  Other  special  business  was  transacted.  Upon  a matter  relating  to  the 
conduct  of  a relieving  officer,  I have  the  honour  to  send  a special  report  by  this 
post. 

Upon  another  case,  relating  to  the  death  of  a child  in  the  workhouse,  I beg  to 
observe,  that  though  quite  aware  myself  of  the  real  circumstances,  and  that  the 
story  accusing  the  master  of  severity  was  a pure  fabrication,  I thought  it  right,  in 
justice  to  him,  to  have  the  matter  publicly  investigated,  as  you  observe  it  was,  and 
with  the  most  satisfactory  result. 

The  fact  is,  discipline  had  been  much  relaxed,  and  classification  neglected,  by 
the  late  master  ; and  the  present  one,  by  the  steps  he  is  oblige  to  take  lor  effecting 
the  necessary  reforms,  has  excited  feelings  of  hostility  among  those  whom  he  is 
obliged  to  coerce.  In  the  beginning  of  this  week  there  was  actually  a spirit  of 
insubordination  in  the  house.  Upon  Tuesday,  however,  I had  two  persons,  who 
had  distinguished  themselves  by  insolence  and  disorderly  conduct,  brought  before 
the  Board  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  example.  The  Guardians  very  properly 
expressed  their  determination  to  uphold  the  authority  of  the  master,  and  those  two 
persons  have  been  committed  for  trial  at  the  next  petty  sessions. 

The  master  has  since  told  me  that  the  effect  has  been  “magical”  in  restoring 
obedience  and  subordination. 

I have  no  doubt  I shall  have  ’in  a short  time  to  report  a marked  improvement  in 
the  workhouse.  The  master  is  most  zealous  and  efficient,  and  of  course  I afford 
him  every  support  and  assistance  in  my  power.  The  appointment  of  an  assistant- 
master  has  been  a great  relief  to  him. 

Upon  Wednesday  a quorum  of  the  Guardians  and  myself  completed  a personal 
scrutiny  of  the  families  on  out-door  relief  in  the  Manorhamilton  electoral  division, 
and  struck  off  nine,  the  heads  of  which  we  discovered  to  be  in  employment.  It  is 
of  immense  importance  to  be  able  tto  detect  these  cases,  because  it  is  one  of  the 
abuses  which  rate-payers  will  sometimes  connive  at,  as  it  enables  them  to  get 
labourers  to  work  for  them  at  reduced  wages. 

For  no  evil  is  it  more  necessary  to  find  a cure,  or  more  difficult,  than  the  attempt 
to  take  ad  vantage  of  the  misery  of  the  times  to  force  down  wages.  Besides  sundry 
other  social  evils,  one  of  the  effects  is,  to  induce  the  labourer  to  seek  employment 
in  other  places,  where  better  wages  are  given  ; and  he  leaves  his  family  a burden 
upon  the  rates  here.  Others,  who  stay  at  home  and  accept  the  paltry  wages 
offered,  remain,  they  and  their  families,  in  a state  of  semi-starvation,  and  doubtless 
give  very  bad  work  to  the  employer. 

The  answer,  of  course,  of  the  farmer  or  employer  will  be,  that  in  times  like 
these,  he  cannot  afford  to  give  the  wages  he  used  to  do. 

Several  proprietors  in  this  Union  are  giving  employment  under  the  Land  Im- 
provement Act,  and  the  labourers  are  earning  fair  money  wages,  but  they  are 
chiefly  the  tenantry  of  the  proprietors. 

I observe  a great  deal  of  the  tillage  going  on  is  by  young  boys  and  women. 

A considerable  quantity  of  potatoes  is  planted. 

Upon  Thursday  ordinary  business  was  transacted,  and  the  minutes  of  Tuesday 
confirmed. 

I am  happy  to  note  an  improvement  in  general  attention  to  business  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  latterly,  and  one  or  two  useful  additions  have  been  made  by  the 
late  annual  election. 

The  rate  collection  is  not  in  a satisfactory  state,  and  I have  warned  one  or  two 
of  the  collectors  that  I shall  put  into  force  the  100th  section  of  the  Act  I and  2 
Vic.,  cap.  56,  which  renders  them  liable  to  a fine  of  51.  for  neglect  of  duty. 

A large  amount  of  the  sums  unpaid  is  due  by  occupiers  who  let  their  land  for 

Sazing;  and  till  after  the  1st  May  there  is  no  stock  upon  the  land,  and  therefore 
e rate  collectors  have  nothing  in  such  cases  to  get  hold  of. 

I have  been  engaged  a good  deal  this  week  in  visiting  the  schools,  and  carrying 
Count  Strzelecki’s  arrangements  into  effect. 


Manorhnmilton 

Union. 
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Mohill  Union. 


MOHILL  UNION. 

Major  HAUDAYto  the  Commissioners: — February  II,  1848. 

I regret  that  I cannot  report  this  week  any  abatement  of  the  pressure 
of  applications  for  relief  from  extreme  want  in  the  Mohill  Union.  The  books 
of  the  relieving  officers  (the  examination  of  which  occupied,  as  usual,  the 
greater  part  of  Wednesday  and  yesterday)  exhibited  an  increase  of  1000  indi- 
viduals, whom  it  was  found  necessary  to  hike  on  the  out-door  relief  list ; and  my 
close  inquiries  of  these  officers,  compared  with  my  own  observations  and  infor- 
mation obtained  this  day  during  a tour  through  great  part  of  the  Union,  con- 
vince me  that  this  increase  will  continue  for  some  weeks  to  come.  At  the  same 
time  the  number  of  admissions  lately  made  to  the  house,  has  filled  it  oven 
beyond  what  it  is  advisable  to  retain  there.  I have  within  the  last  few  weeks 
several  times  urged  upon  the  Vice-Guardians  the  precaution  of  sending  out  of 
the  house  as  many  widows  and  children  as  they  could  ; and  with  this  object  in 
view',  the  late  master  had  been  a fortnight  since,  directed  to  make  a list  of  all 
those  who  had  been  six  months  in  the  workhouse ; but  this  like  his  other  duties 
was  neglected  ; and  the  Vice-Guardians,  overwhelmed  as  I foresaw  by  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  matters  to  be  attended  to  in  both  Unions,  had  not  found  time  to  see 
to  its  accomplishment  before  the  last  Board  day  (yesterday). 

Among  the  able-bodied  men,  I fear  there  are  numerous  cases  of  desertion  of 
their  wives  and  families,  rather  than  submit  to  enter  the  workhouse ; but  seve- 
ral of  that  class  have  also  been  driven  by  want  to  accept  the  admission  to  it, 
finding  they  could  not  get  out-door  relief  •,  and  as  there  are  now  for  the  first 
time,  15  or  20  of  these  in  the  workhouse,  the  maintenance  of  strict  discipline, 
and  the  exacting  of  labour,  become  most  important. 

There  have  been  recently  in  the  house  several  daring  cases  of  plunder  of 
bread,  and  other  delinquencies,  and  some  indications  of  insubordination  which 
must  be  instantly  repressed  if  possible.  I had  hoped  that  the  presence  of  the 
new  master,  Mr.  Moran,  who  has  been  in  charge  for  five  days,  would  have 
been  felt  but  I have  been  surprised  and  concerned  to  perceive  no  indications 
of  energy,  command,  or  order  on  his  part.  At  the  Board  yesterday,  he  had 
none  of  his  provision  accounts  made  up ; nor  it  appeared  had  made  a roll  of 
the  inmates ; and  when  questioned  by  the  Vice-Guardians  with  great  mildness 
and  forbearance,  he  exhibited  a degree  of  nonchalance , if  indeed  his  manner  do 
not  deserve  a stronger  epithet,  for  which  I auger  little  good. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  required  of  him  to  have  certain  duties  performed 
by  Sunday  morning  (one  of  the  principal  of  which  is  making  a bond  fide  roll  of 
the  inmates),  and  pointed  out  to  him  his  responsibility  for  the  stores,  and  for 
the  daily  consumption  in  the  house,  which  he  did  not  appear  to  have  at  all 
assumed  ; and  as  one  of  them  at  least  will  attend  that  morning  to  see  the  result, 
we  shall  have  means  of  judging  of  his  competence  for  his  present  office! 
Should  he  fail,  or  exhibit,  as  I apprehend,  a disposition  to  resign  the  situation, 
the  position  of  the  Vice-Guardians  will  be  very  critical.  In  the  interval  before 
another  master  could  be  found,  insubordination  and  disorder  may  attain  a 
height  difficult  to  suppress:  and  I know  not  what  can  be  done  but  to  turn  out 
the  greater  part  of  the  inmates,  which  will  be  attended  with  disastrous  conse- 
quences to  the  system  of  relief,  or  to  apply  for,  and  if  possible  obtain,  lor  a 
short  time,  some  extraneous  assistance— such  as  two  intelligent  and  determined 
non-commissioned  officers  of  the  line,  or  sergeants  of  the  constabulary. 

I look  on  the  maintenance  of  the  workhouse  test  at  this  season,  accompanied 
(to  render  it  effectual)  by  strict  discipline  and  order  in  the  house,  as  the  point 
on  which  the  future  safety  of  the  Union  depends.  In  the  workhouse  there  is 
no  adequate  place  for  confinement  of  the  refractory  ; and  the  gaol  has  rather 
attractions,  than  terror,  for  the  wretched  and  degraded  individuals  who  form  the 
majority  of  the  inmates,  and  to  whom  the  food  and  warmth  of  the  gaol  are 
actual  comforts. 

The  collection  of  the  rates  in  the  six  divisions  where  it  has  commenced,  pro- 
ceeds tolerably  well.  About  400/.  had  been  obtained  in  the  last  week  ; and 
I hope  that  no  forcible  resistance  will  be  offered  to  the  collectors : but  I fear  that 
the  actual  poverty  of  a multitude  of  the  tenants  holding  from  10  to  20  acres  of 
land  will  make  its  complete  collection  impossible  in  several  districts. 
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Fever  appears  to  be  on  the  increase  in  one  part  of  the  Union;  while  in 
another  from  no  visible  cause  it  has  latterly  very  much  decreased. 

The  supply  of  cast  military  bedding,  most  seasonably  granted  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians  by  the  Commissary-General,  will  enable  them  to  receive  patients 
from  the  sickly  portion  of  the  Union  (in  which  it  is  situated)  into  the  tempo- 
rary fever  hospital  recently  hired,  and  taken  over  by  them  this  morning. 


Further  Report  from  Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners  : — 
February  12,  184S. 

W hen  sending  off  last  night,  my  weekly  report,  written  immediately 
after  returning  from  an  extended  visit  through  the  Mohill  Union,  from  Car- 
rigallen,  (to  which  I had  proceeded  for  that  purpose,  late  on  Thursday  night, 
after  the  Board  had  closed  its  sitting,)  to  this  place,  I was  not  aware  that  the 
event  therein  adverted  to  as  probable,  had  already  occurred.  Mr.  Moran  yes- 
terday formally  resigned  the  office  of  master,  and  in  a way  that  would  render 
his  remaining  there  beyond  to-morrow  useless  and  unadvisable.  He  has  done 
literally  nothing  since  his  'arrival,  and  Mr.  Duncan,  whose  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  forms  of  workhouse  accounts,  enables  him  to  form  a conclusive 
opinion,  considers  him  quite  ignorant  of  and  incapable  of  keeping  such. 

As  a temporary  expedient,  the  Vice-Guardians  have  placed  in  charge  of  the 
workhouse  an  intelligent  and  active,  but  very  young  man,  who  has  been  for 
the  last  10  days  employed  by  them  as  assistant  master,  and  I trust  that  assisted 
by  our  almost  constant  presence  and  support  in  the  house,  he  will  be  able  for 
some  time  to  preserve  order  and  system.  Meantime  they  will  advertise  for  a 
master  and  clerk,  the  latter  being  in  a hopeless  state  of  disease. 

I beg  leave  now  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  present  position  of  affairs  at 
the  workhouse.  The  staff  consists  of  this  inexperienced  young  man,  as  acting 
master.  There  is  no  matron,  and  the  assistant  matron  lately  engaged,  exhibits 
little  of  the  energy  required  in  such  a house.  No  clerk,  (the  duties  of  that 
officer  being,  since  Christmas,  performed  by  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  aided 
by  a smart  and  clever  boy  as  acting  clerk,)  a schoolmaster  who  cannot  even 
keep  the  boys  in  the  school-room  ; mid  an  indifferent  schoolmistress  and  porter. 
In  the  house,  probably  from  a number  of  mislaid  keys  being  in  the  possession 
of  the  paupers,  it  is  found  quite  impossible  to  keep  the  doors  locked  or  preserve 
classification,  and  there  are  no  means  of  punishment,  there  being  not  a single 
cell  or  lock-up  room  in  the  house,  whose  original  construction  is  most  incon- 
venient and  insecure. 

At  this  conjuncture  the  house  contains  more  inmates  than  it  has  ever  had 
previously ; and  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  the  immediate  necessity  for  ad- 
mitting a considerable  number  of  able-bodied  men,  as  soon  as  room  can  be 
made  for  them. 

As  the  petty  sessions  are  held  but  once  a fortnight,  and  there  is  no  provision 
for  the  custody  in  the  interval,  of  a delinquent,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  resident 
magistrate  is  of  little  avail  for  the  prompt  punishment  of  offenders  that  may 
be  required  to  maintain  order. 

Under  these  circumstances  I beg  leave  to  recommend  that  a special  applica- 
tion should  be  made  to  obtain  for  us,  for  three  weeks  or  a month,  the  services 
of  an  active  and  resolute  constable  of  police,  or,  if  possible,  of  a sergeant  and 
corporal  from  some  regiment  of  the  line,  to  maintain  the  discipline  of  the  house 
and  enforce  employment,  while  the  present  acting  master  shall  keep  the  stores, 
look  to  the  issue  of  clothing,  and  the  constant  stream  of  admissions  and  dis- 
charges, and  under  the  direction  of  the  Vice-Guardians  endeavour  to  expurgate 
the  register  and  bring  up  the  arrears  of,  and  keep  henceforth  the  master’s  books 
and  accounts. 

I would  also  request  permission  strongly  to  urge  the  propriety  of  increasing 
the  salaries  to  be  offered  for  the  situations  of  master  and  clerk,  the  former  to 
60  Z.  per  annum,  and  the  latter  to  50/. ; as  there  is  no  probability  of  procuring 
a thoroughly  efficient  and  competent  master  lor  the  amount  at  present  allowed 
(40/.  per  annum  with  only  the  pauper’s  rations),  and  as  it  is  manifest  that  in 
consequence  of  the  extensive  degree  of  destitution  in  this  Union,  the  workhouse, 
including  the  additional  sheds  to  be  erected,  must  remain  for  some  years,  liable 
to  be  constantly  filled,  and  the  task  of  bringing  up  the  clerk’s  books  and 
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returns,  and  the  business  likely  to  arise  from  the  mistakes  of  the  valuator  in 
his  yet  unfinished  revision,  will  probably  impose  on  the  clerk  constant  and  un- 
remitting labour  for  some  months. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  14,  1848. 

We  beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  absence  of 
a refractory  ward  in  connexion  with  the  Mohill  Workhouse.  The  places  we 
use  for  this  purpose  at  present — two  small  stores  under  boys’  and  girls’  stairs, 
opening  on  passage  from  entrance-door  to  dining-hall — are  totally  inadequate. 
We  would  therefore  request  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  erection 
of  a refractory  ward  on  some  suitable  part  of  the  workhouse  premises. 

The  limited  means  we  possess  for  the  punishment  of  offending  paupers  inter- 
feres much  with  our  efforts  to  restore  discipline.  The  powers  conferred  by  the 
58th  sec.  of  1 and  2 Vic.,  c.  56,  are  quite  inadequate  to  cope  with  the  insub- 
ordinate and  unruly  numbers  which  our  policy  of  confining  relief  to  able- 
bodied  men  alone  in  the  workhouse  has  made  inmates ; and  this  difficulty  is 
much  increased  by  the  absence  of  a refractory  ward.  As  paupers  can  now  only 
be  brought  before  the  magistrates  at  petty  sessions,  which  are  held  but  once  in 
the  fortnight,  and  as  no  means  of  restraint  exists,  for  offenders  during  the 
intermediate  time,  we  find  the  section  of  the  Act  almost  inoperative,  and 
breaches  of  the  workhouse  rules  may  occur  with  impunity.  The  minor 
punishments  of  reduction  of  allowances  of  food  or  additional  work  would  be  of 
little  effect,  even  had  we  officers  or  means  to  properly  carry  these  out. 

If  the  magistrates  were  invested  with  the  power  to  make  prompt  convictions, 
an  important  assistance  would  be  rendered  in  enabling  us  to  uphold  discipline 
in  the  workhouse. 

Another  point  we  shall  advert  to  when  on  this  subject  is,  the  lowness  of  the 
walls  of  that  portion  of  the  boys’  and  girls’  yards  fronting  the  schools.  The 
children  can  pass  over  these  walls  with  the  greatest  ease ; and  as  there  is  no 
adequate  boundary  fence  to  the  workhouse  grounds,  great  irregularities  arise  in 
consequence.  We  propose  that  these  walls  should  be  raised  three  or  four  feet  * 
and  although  perhaps  this  would  slightly  injure  the  appearance  of  the  building’ 
we  think  it  indispensable.  So  soon  as  funds  permit,  if  the  plan  meets  the 
Commissioners’  sanction,  we  will  have  it  carried  into  effect. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  18,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners,  before  giving  their  sanction  to  the 
proposed  alterations,  will  communicate  with  their  architect,  Mr.  Wilkinson 
who  is  at  present  on  service  in  another  part  of  Ireland. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — February  26,  1848. 

1 ‘o  your  repjrt  of  the  14th  instant  and  the  Commissioners’ 

reply  of  18th  instant,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  in  reference 
to  your  application  for  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  erection  of  a 
refractory  ward  at  the  workhouse,  that  they  think  proper  wards  should  be 
provided  for  each  sex,  and  that  if  no  part  of  the  existing  buildings  can  be 
applied  to  that  purpose,  they  consent  to  the  erection  of  such  wards  in  the 
manner  proposed. 

At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  wish  to  point  out,  in  regard  to  your 
observations  as  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  provisions  of  the  58th  section  of 
“iK,®-  l6’  5°  rePress  “subordination  and  refractory  conduct,  on  the 
ground  that  the  offenders  can  only  he  brought  before  the  magistrates  at  petty 
sessions,  which  are  held  but  once  a fortnight,  that  under  the  60th  section  of 
that  Act  a warrant  of  apprehension  may  he  obtained  at  once  from  one  justice; 

be  taken  into  custody  immediately  thereupon,  and  kept 
in  custody  until  the  petty  sessions  are  held.'  1 1 

With  regard  to  your  proposition  to  raise  the  walls  of  the  boys' and  girls’ 
yards  fronting  the  schools  three  or  four  feet,  the  architect  observes  that  the 
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raising  lip  of  the  dwarf  walls  in  front  of  the  schoolrooms,  as  proposed,  would 
make  the  rooms  behind  the  walls  too  gloomy.  Iron  railing  was  originally 
intended  to  be  put  on  these  walls  if  necessary,  and  can  be  now  added. 


The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  14,  184S. 

W. e regret  that  the  death  of  our  late  clerk,  Mr.  William  Simpson,  and 
the  illness  of  the  acting  clerk,  have  delayed  the  transmission  of  several  returns, 
and  the  minutes  of  meeting  on  10th  instant;  we  hope,  however,  to  have  these 
documents  forwarded  by  to-morrow  night’s  post. 

The  master  recently  appointed  has  resigned,  and  the  matron’s  continuance 
being  dependent  on  his,  we  now  advertise  for  both  these  officers.  We  propose 
to  continue  the  salary  of  the  master  at  that  already  fixed,  40/.  per  annum,  but 
to  increase  the  rations,  say  to  the  extent  of  51.  in  the  year. 

In  reference  to  the  proposition  contained  in  our  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  of 
appointing  two  relieving  officers  at  a salary  of  351.  per  annum  each,  in  room  of 
the  officer  for  the  Carrigallen,  Newtown  Gore,  and  Drumreilly  electoral  divi- 
sions, resigned,  and  to  your  communication  in  answer  thereto,  sanctioning  that 
arrangement,  we  beg  to  state  that,  in  consequence  of  considerations  which  sub- 
sequent information  have  presented,  we  are  disposed  to  adhere  to  the  original 
plan  of  having  but  one  officer,  at  a salary  of  50/.  per  annum  for  those  divisions. 
Viewing  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  we  believe  this  to  be  the  better 
course ; it  will  secure  a person  of  a superior  class,  be  in  uniformity  with  the 
practice  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Union,  meet  the  temporary  pressure  of 
destitution  (the  officer  having  an  assistant  as  already  sanctioned  by  you)  better 
than  by  employing  two  inferior  men,  promote  economy,  and  tend  to  restrain 
complication  in  the  working  of  the  system  of  out-relief,  as  well  as  be  in  keeping 
with  what  would  ultimately  be  desirable,  after  the  distress  of  the  present  season 
had  settled  within  ordinary  limits. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  16,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  with  the  view  of 
procuring  a better  master  for  the  workhouse  the  Commissioners  are  prepared 
to  sanction  a salary  of  50/.  for  that  officer,  and  the  Commissioners  are  satisfied 
with  the  arrangement  that  there  should  be  only  one  relieving  officer  for  the 
electoral  divisions  of  Carrigallen,  Newtown  Gore,  and  Drumreilly,  as  now 
recommended  by  you,  and  as  originally  approved  by  the  Commissioners. 


Major  Halida y to  the  Commissioners: — February  15,  1848. 

Although  I have  constantly  inspected  the  workhouse  at  Mohill,  and 
have  reported  that  I observed  extremely  little  improvement  in  its  deplorable 
condition,  I think  it  advisable  to  take  this  opportunity  of  again  representing 
its  state  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners. 

It  is  scarcely  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  not  a single  regulation  or  recom- 
mendation of  the  Commissioners  is  or  can  be  at  present  carried  out  in  the 
Mohill  workhouse.  The  Vice-Guardians  are  both  in  attendance  there  on  two 
days  in  the  week,  and  one  or  other  of  them  present  for  seven  or  eight  hours 
every  day  of  the  remaining  five  (even  the  Sunday  being  latterly  of  necessity  a 
day  o i business),  but  the  duty  expected  of.  them  is  more  than  any  degree  of 
personal  labour  can  accomplish. 

I have  repeatedly  stated  that  there  is  not  a single  effective  officer  in  the 
house,  and  when  I add  that  there  is  not  at  this  moment  any  roll  of  the  inmates, 
nor  even  a knowledge  of  the  actual  numbers  in  the  house,  that  in  consequence 
ol  the  defective  supply  of  water  the  breakfast  often  cannot  be  prepared  even  for 
the  hospital  patients  until  one  in  the  afternoon,  and  that  there  are  numerous 
■cases  ol  dysentery  throughout  the  house  which  the  medical  officer  cannot 
remove  into  the  infirmary  from  want  of  room ; that  the  probationary  wards  are 
crowded,  and  the  ordure  and  filth  defile  the  premises  even  in  front  of  the  main 
building ; that  the  acting  master  yesterday,  reported  about  30  male  paupers  for 
various  acts  of  disobedience  and  insubordination,  whom  there  were  no  means 
of  punishing,  except  by  turning  them  out  of  the  house,  and  thus  reducing  them 
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Mohill  Union,  to  starve  or  rob  (which,  of  course,  was  not  to  be  thought  of)  ; that  the  porter, 
over- worked,  intimated  his  intention  to  resign,  and  the  acting  clerk  (a  boy)  was 
obliged  by  indisposition  to  leave  the  house  in  the  afternoon ; that  I was  myself 
eno-ao-ed  for  some  hours  yesterday,  assisting  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  select 
some  women  with  families  to  be  sent  out  of  the  house  for  out-door  relief,  and 
in  the  necessary  preliminary  inquiries  found  the  register  full  of  inaccuracies 
and  omissions  which  create  complete  confusion,  and  would  require  a long  and 
laborious  inquiry  to  correct ; and  that  further,  every  attempt  at  rectifying  the 
defects  of  the  house  is  checked  or  vexatiously  opposed  by  some  local  incon- 
venience, such  as  the  want  of  tradesmen  or  artizans  capable  of  executing  an 
order  or  completing  a contract ; some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  disheartening 
and  almost  insuperable  difficulties  to  be  overcome. 

Were.it  even  possible  to  procure  at  once  a complete  and  effective  staff  of 
experienced  officers  from  the  best  Union  workhouse  in  Ireland,  I do  not  believe 
they  could  establish  the  order,  discipline,  and  cleanliness  that  is  essential  to  the 
conduct  of  these  institutions  in  a month ; and  I greatly  fear  that  there  is  no 
chance  of  the  Vice- Guardians  procuring  the  services  of  any  competent  to  the 
duties,  and  who  will  encounter  the  many  disgusts  and  incessant  labour  required 
in  a really  earnest  attempt  to  effect  the  object  desired. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  16,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  appreciate  the  difficulties  described  by  you,  and 
regret  the  disorder  and  confusion  described  as  existing  in  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  sanction  the  rate  of  salary  proposed  for 
the  master  of  the  workhouse,  namely,  50 /.  The  salary  of  the  clerk  should 
also  certainly  be  raised,  and  the  Commissioners  request  you  to  obtain  the  views 
of  the  Vice- Guardians  on  the  subject.  The  Commissioners  think  it  may  pro- 
perly be  raised  to  60/.  at  least,  considering  the  increased  duties  of  the  clerk 
under  the  new  Acts ; and  the  Commissioners  trust  the  Vice-Guardians  will  be 
able  by  their  advertisement  to  obtain  the  services  of  efficient  officers. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Cox\imissioners  : — Februaiy  16,  1848.’ 

We  beg  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  in  reference 
to  the  transactions  of  the  Mohill  Union  during  the  past  week  as  follows : — 

Rates  and  Rate  Collectors. 

2.  The  total  amount  lodged  during  the  week  ending  12th  instant,  was 
409/.  17s.  6 d.  In  the  current  week  146/.  has  been  already  lodged;  this  is 
considerably  short  of  the  amount  collected  (which  we  are  unable  exactly  to 
ascertain  until  the  fortnightly  examination  of  the  collectors’  accounts  on  Tues- 
day next).  This  deficiency  in  the  lodgments  arises  from  the  distance  of  the 
Treasurer,  his  refusal  to  take  silver  or  Bank  of  England  notes  without  a high 
discount ; but  we  expect  before  Tuesday  next  the  collectors  will  have  cleared 
up  their  accounts.  The  total  amount  now  lodged  of  the  new  rate  is  663/.  16s.  8 d. 
and  we  trust  the  amount  collected  will  on  the  day  named,  (Tuesday  next)  not 
have  fallen  short  of  1,000/. 

3.  We  have  now  completed  the  appointment  of  collectors  for  the  entire 
Union,  a competent  person  being  this  day  accepted  for  the  Annaveagh  electoral 
division,  the  last  which  was  vacant.  His  bond  will  be  perfected  to-morrow, 
and  we  can  then  have  all  the  rate  already  made,  placed  in  full  collection. 
We  conceive  the  staff  of  collectors  is  as  satisfactory  as  could  be  expected  from 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  locality.  Our  utmost  vigilance  shall  be 
directed  to  their  progress,  and  the  supervision  of  their  accounts ; and  every 
practicable  measure  shall  be  put  in  force  to  ensure  the  accomplishment  of  our 
most  important  design,  the  due  collection  of  the  rates. 

4.  To  our  regret  and  disappointment  the  revising  valuator  has  not  yet  com- 
pleted the  revision  of  the  Mohill  electoral  division;  and  we  fear  it  will  be 
another  week  before  he  has  it  finished.  If  legal,  we  should  wish  to  terminate 
Mr.  Gallagher’s  _ employment  with  the  completion  of  this  division,  and  with 
your  sanction  will  appoint  a competent  person  to  proceed  with  the  revision  of 
the  three  electoral  divisions  still  undone.  Should  we  be  obliged  to  await  the 
progress  of  Mr.  Gallagher  two  months  hence,  the  valuation  will  probably  be 
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unfinished,  and  the  rate  not  in  collection  over  all  the  Union.  The  Commis- 
sioners’ opinion  on  this  important  particular  we  look  to  with  anxiety. 

Workhouse. 

5.  The  person  we  appointed  as  master  (Mr.  Morran)  has  resigned,  being  we 
think  incompetent.  We  proceed  at  once  to  elect  a successor.  The  temporary 
matron  we  still  retain,  until  a permanent  one  he  chosen,  and  we  are  pleased 
with  the  exertions  of  Miss  Morran  in  the  former  capacity.  The  death  of  Mr. 
Simpson,  our  clerk,  and  illness  of  the  acting  clerk,  has  retarded  office  business. 
W e have  advertised  for  a person  to  succeed  Mr.  Simpson,  and  hope  after  his 
appointment  to  make  speedy  progress  in  bringing  up  the  arrears  of  accounts. 

6.  Much  difficulty  has  arisen  in  the  management  of  the  workhouse,  from 
the  imperfect  means  of  restraining  and  punishing  refractory  paupers,  who 
exhibit  much  uneasiness  at  the  prospect  of  improved  discipline ; we  have  already 
addressed  a letter  to  you  on  this  subject.  Mr.  Higgins,  our  temporary  assistant, 
is  particularly  active  and  useful,  and  with  his  assistance  the  establishment  is 
improving. 

Out-door  Relief. 

7.  We  have  now  nearly  6,000  on  the  out  relief  lists,  and  within  the  next 
fortnight  expect  the  number  will  reach  7,000,  which  will  probably  be  the 
maximum.  Employment  to  some  extent  it  is  expected  will  then  commence, 
and  its  effects  will  diminish  our  relief  lists.  There  is  not  a single  able-bodied 
man  receiving  out-door  relief,  admission  to  the  workhouse  under  our  manage- 
ment being  the  sole  mode  of  relief  to  that  class.  By  pursuing  this  course  we 
have  kept  thousands  off  the  lists,  and  therefore  accomplished  a considerable 
saving.  An  improvement  is  perceptible  in  the  appearance  of  the  people,  and 
we  are  disposed  to  think  that  very  few  really  destitute  persons  coming  within 
classes  suitable  for  relief,  have  escaped  the  attention  of  the  relieving  officer ; 
and  we  believe  not  one  individual  in  the  Union  has  sunk  beneath  starvation 
unrelieved,  since  the  full  organization  of  out-door  relief.  W e have  transferred 
about  fifty  widows  and  children  from  the  workhouse  this  week  to  out-relief. 

Fever  Hospitals. 

8.  We  this  week  place  the  Carrigallen  fever  hospital  in  operation.  Our 
Moliill  fever  hospital  is  going  on  satisfactorily  ; by  it  we  are  able  to  keep  the 
workhouse  perfectly  free  of  infectious  disease. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing -February  28,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  of  the  16th  instant  relative 
to  the  revision  of  the  valuation  of  Mohill  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  state  that  as  it  appears  from  your  further  report  of  the  23rd 
instant,  that  the  revision  of  Mohill  division  has  been  completed,  and  that  only 
three  divisions  remain  to  be  completed,  the  Commissioners  think  it  might  be 
unadvisable  to  interrupt  the  completion  of  the  revision,  as  delay  must  neces- 
sarily occur  in  the  appointment  of  another  person  in  place  of  the  present 
revisor ; the  Commissioners  have,  however,  addressed  a further  letter  to  him, 
of  which  a copy  is  enclosed  for  your  information,  and  the  Commissioners 
request  that  every  means  may  be  used  to  urge  him  to  greater  expedition  in 
completing  the  revision. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners: — Febi'uary  IS,  1S48. 

From  the  tenor  of  my  recent  communications,  it  may  be  anticipated  that 
I can  have  but  little  of  improvement  to  report  this  week  in  the  condition  of  the 
Mohill  Union. 

The  workhouse  continues  in  the  same  defective  state,  and  cannot  be  expected 
to  improve  until  the  Vice-Guardians  succeed  in  obtaining  the  services  of  an 
efficient  master.  I regret  that  the  increase  of  the  salary  of  this  officer  to  601., 
as  recommended  by  me,  has  not  been  sanctioned,  as  I am  firmly  persuaded 
that  the  thorough  establishment  of  regularity  and  discipline  (which  must  mainly 
depend  upon  his  incessant  exertions)  would  prove  a means  of  saving  annually 
several  hundreds  of  pounds  to  the  Union,  by  rendering  the  workhouse,  what  it 
cannot  otherwise  be  made,  an  effective  and  rigorous  test  for  discriminating 
between  pretended  and  real  destitution. 
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The  increase  of  the  clerk’s  salary  to  at  least  601.,  as  recommended  by  yoir, 
I will  urge  upon  the  Vice-Guardians  ; and  do  not  doubt  that  on  consideration, 
they  will  coincide  in  regarding  it  as  for  the  best  interests  of  the  rate-payers. 

The  increase  of  applications  from  destitute  persons  visited  and  relieved  during 
the  past  week,  has  raised  the  out-door  relief  register  to  about  6400,  of  whom,, 
probably,  300  may  have  been  struck  off  or  transferred  to  the  workhouse. 

Very  few  of  these,  I have  reason  to  think,  are  not  strictly  entitled  to  and  irr 
actual  want  of  relief,  except  the  class  of  deserted  women  and  children. 

There  is  so  manifest  a disposition  among  the  labouring  able-bodied  men, 
who  will  not  submit  to  enter  the  workhouse,  to  desert  their  families,  and  thus 
get  them  taken  on  the  relieving  officers’  books,  that  the  Vice- Guardians  have 
been  obliged  to  enjoin  in  all  these  to  compel  the  women  representing  them- 
selves as  deserted  within  the  last  few  months,  to  come  forward  and  swear  an 
information  against  their  husbands,  which  there  are  grounds  for  hoping  will 
check  this  increasing  practice. 

With  the  exception  of  the  applications  from  this  class,  I perceive  the  gradual 
abatement  of  the  pressure  for  relief;  and  I now  entertain  a sanguine  hope  that 
we  shall  not  be  compelled  at  all  to  relax  the  test  which  has  proved  so  effectual 
against  the  able-bodied  men,  especially  as  employment  will  shortly  be  more 
general.  Already  I have  noted  in  the  country  indications  of  activity  in  tillage ; 
and  sometimes  observe  groups  of  three  and  four  men  labouring  together, 
instead  of  the  solitary  digger  more  generally  seen  slowly  turning  up  the  irre- 
gular shallow  furrow.  And  in  the  district  near  Ballinamore,  four  of  the 
resident  gentlemen  are  giving  employment  to  a number  of  labourers  in  land 
improvement. 

In  addition  to  this,  there  will  soon  be  a demand  for  several  hundred  such  for 
certain  works  to  be  carried  on  under  the  Board  of  Works  in  general  drainage. 

The  collection  of  the  rates  is  proceeding,  though  not  as  yet  very  rapidly. 
The  collector  for  the  Annaduff  division,  who  is  a gentleman  of  much  activity 
and  business  habits,  has  shown  by  the  amount  he  has  already  lodged,  the  effects 
of  energy  and  promptness  in  enforcing  payment. 

He  reported  yesterday  that  on  the  previous  day  a cow  he  had  seized  for  rates 
had  been  forcibly  rescued  from  his  men ; and  an  immediate  application  was 
made  to  the  resident  magistrate,  who  granted  a warrant  for  the  apprehension 
of  the  parties  concerned,  and  has  promised  to  send  a force  of  police  with  the 
collector  the  moment  it  is  applied  for. 

I trust  that  this  prompt  proceeding  will  put  down  any  spirit  of  forcible 
resistance ; and  I may  add,  that  the  other  collectors  speak  of  no  avowed  oppo- 
sition to  the  payments  demanded,  although  there  has  not  yet  been  time  sufficient 
to  judge  of  the  success  of  the  measures  they  must  adopt,  to  compel  payment, 
from  those  who  did  not  come  forward  within  the  first  fortnight  after  they  had 
received  their  warrants.  J 

A collector  lias  been  chosen  for  the  last  electoral  division  remaining  vacant. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — February  26,  1848. 

In  regard  to  your  recommendation  of  60f.  as  the  salary  of  the  master  of  the 
workhouse,  I am  to  observe  tbat  the  amount  approved,  namely,  50 L,  is  beyond 
the  average  salary  for  which  efficient  masters  are  obtained  for  other  work- 
houses,  oi  similar  size  to  that  of  Mohill ; and  the  salary  of  50/.,  with  rooms  lor 
residence,  and  the  allowances  made  to  the  master  of  rations,  coals,  and  candles, 
will  exceed  in  value  the  salary  of  60/.,  to  be  allowed  to  the  clerk  of  the  Union, 
who  is  a superior  officer  to  the  master. 

With  respect  to  the  statement  that  the  dinner  for  the  inmates  was  not,  on  the 
day  beiore  your  report,  supplied  till  half-past  9 p.m,  and  to  some  later,  for 
want  of  tins  and  spoons,  the  Commissioners  trust  that  some  arrangement  will 
be  made  by  the  Vice-Guardians  and  yourself,  by  which  such  an  occurrence  may 
-be  prevented  m future.  , J 

In  relation  to  the  desertion  of  wives  or  children  by  able-bodied  men,  I am  to 
state  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  steps  being  taken  for  the  punishment 
of  men  deserting  their  families,  as  provided  by  section  2 of  the  Vagrant  Act, 
It)  ana  11  Viet.,  c.  84.  ■ 

The  Commissioners  also  approve  of  the  measures,  taken  for  enforcing  the 
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collection  of  the  rate  in  Annaduff  division,  and  request  that  all  necessary  steps  MohiH  Uiuoi, 
may  be  resorted  to,  for  the  purpose  in  this  aud  the  other  divisions  of  the  Union  — 

In  case  of  rescue,  after  informations  have  been  sworn,  a further  seizure  should 
at  once  be  made,  wherever  practicable. 

The  long-continued  state  of  disorder  and  mismanagement  in  this  workhouse 
is  a subject  of  great  regret  to  the  Commissioners,  whose  authority  has  been 
used  to  its  utmost  extent,  by  establishing  an  extraordinary  agency  for  the 
administration  of  the  law,  instead  oi  that  which  was  previously  existing,  and 
by  default  of  which  the  workhouse  and  the  affairs  of  the  Union  fell  into  so  dis- 
organized a state. 

The  Commissioners  have  relied,  and  still  rely,  on  the  exertions  of  the  local 
agency  now  established,  to  restore  the  Union  and  the  workhouse  to  a satisfac- 
tory state.  The  Commissioners  trust  that  the  opportunity  now  afforded  by 
vacancies  in  the  three  important  offices  of  clerk,  master,  and  matron,  will  lead 
to  a proper  choice  of  successors,  and,  as  regards  the  offices  of  master  and  matron, 
to  an  improvement  in  the  management  of  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  enclose  for  your  information  and  guidance,  and  that  of 
the  Vice-Guardians,  two  printed  copies  of  instructions,  relative  to  the  manage- 
ment ol  workhouses,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Nicholls  during  his  residence  as  Com- 
missioner in  Ireland. 


Major  TIaliday  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  21,  1S48. 

As  the  rate  struck  upon  ten  of  the  electoral  divisions  in  the  Mohill 
Union  is  now  being  put  in  active  collection,  and  as  a very  considerable  amount 
of  money,  both  as  rate  and  as  arrears  of  the  rates  of  1845  and  1846,  is  due  by 
the  immediate  lessor  on  several  estates  over  which  there  are  receivers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  I think  it  advisable  again  to  bring  under 
your  notice  the  extreme  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  payment  of  rates 
from  these  parties. 

In  my  report  of  the  12th  November,  1847,  I adverted  to  this  difficulty,  and 
requested  instructions  as  to  whether  a special  application  should  be  made  to  the 
Chancellor  for  an  injunction  to  these  receivers  to  pay  the  rates  in  accordance 
with  the  order,  dated  12th  November,  1845;  and  I subsequently  urged  that  a 
special  application  should  be  made  by  the  attorney  to  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians  in  the  cases  of  several  such  estates.  The  attorney  afterwards  stated 
to  the  Board,  that  two  of  the  Masters  in  Chancery  applied  to  (Murphy  and 
Litton)  had  declined  issuing  such  an  order,  and  referred  the  Guardians  to  the 
collector’s  power  of  distraint  on  the  actual  occupier  of  the  land  in  case  of  non- 
payment by  the  immediate  lessor,  and  stated  that  the  receivers  could  not  be 
called  on  to  pay  where  they  had  not  received  rents. 

But  I have  to  observe  that  it  is  precisely  on  such  estates  (in  which  the  rent 
has  so  frequently  been  allowed  to  rim  into  arrear'i  that  the  collector  finds  it 
practically  almost  impossible  to  recover  rates  from  a great  portion  of  the 
occupants,  in  consequence  of  the  holdings  being  absolutely  destitute  of 
anything  to  distrain,  or  of  a preconcerted  system  of  signals,  by  which  as  soon 
as  the  collector  .appears,  the  tenants  are  warned  of  his  approach,  and  enabled 
to  drive  in  and  secure  under  lock  and  key  any  cattle  or  stock  they  may  possess 
before  he  can  effect  a seizure. 

Further,  as  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  collector  or  the  Guardians  to  prove 
when  the  receivers  have  or  have  not  obtained  payment  of  rents,  the  payment 
of  the  poor  rates  due  by  immediate  lessors  may  be  continually  evaded  on  the 
plea  ol_  having  no  monies  in  hand,  unless  the  receivers  be  ordered  by  the 
Courts  in  all  instances  to  pay  these  rates  when  notified  to  them  as  due,  out  of 
the  first  sums  they  shall  thereafter  receive,  on  account  of  the  said  immediate 
lessors,  and  some  injunctions  be  made  against  paying  away  monies  obtained  for 
rents  to  other  accounts  without  first  liquidating  the  collector’s  demand. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  copy  I have  obtained  from  the 
attorney  to  the  late  Board,  Mr.  O’Brien,  of  the  letter  from  his  conducting 
clerk  in  Dublin,  containing  the  statement  as  to  the  reply  made  bv  Master 
Murphy  in  the  cases  of  the  estates  of  Mr.  Nisbett  and  of  Mr.”  Westby 
Percival ; and  to  mention  that  the  amounts  due  on  other  estates  (sqch  as  that 
of  the  late  Colonel  Madden),  are  considerably  larger  than  on  these. 
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Mobill  Union. 


Enclosure. 


Copy  Letter  from  Mr.  Robert  Johnson,  No.  11,  Lower  Gloucester-place,  my  conducting 
clerk,  on  the  subject  of  an  application  I directed  him  to  make  to  the  master  in  the  causes 
over  which  receivers  have  been  appointed  on  the  estate  of  Francis  Nisbett  and  Wcstby 
Percival,  for  the  poor-rates  due  on  those  estates,  and  chargeable  to  the  inheritor  as  the  imme- 
diate lessor. 

Robert  P.  O Brien. 


1st  December,  1847. 

On  this  morning  I applied  to  Master  Murphy  on  the  subject  of  the  poor-rates  due  by  the 
landlords  of  the  lands  over  which  receivers  are  appointed,  and  he  informed  me  that  there  is  no 
general  order,  such  as  you  have  mentioned,  on  receivers  to  pay  the  poor-rate,  and  that  he  could 
not  listen  to  any  statement  of  facts  by  any  third  party  without  an  order  from  the  Court;  that 
if  the  receiver  received  the  rents,  he  was  bound  to  pay  the  landlord’s  share  of  the  poor-rates; 
that  if  the  receiver  cannot  receive  the  rents,  he  is  not  of  course  bound  to  pay  poor-rates  out  of 
his  own  pocket ; and  that  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  have  a clear  remedy  by  distraining  the 
lands  through  their  collector.  1 also  spoke  to  counsel  as  to  the  course  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians  should  pursue  against  the  landlords  for  the  poor-rates  of  their  tenants,,  whose 
holdings  are  at  and  under  the  yearly  value  of  41,  and  he  informed  me  that  these  poor-rates 
being  the  landlord’s  debts,  your  course  should  be  by  distress  through  the  poor-rate  collector  on 
the  lands  of  the  landlord,  or  by  distress  of  their  own  lands  on  the  lands.  This  is  his  verbal 
opinion  without  looking  into  the  Act,  but  might  it  not  be  advisable  to  lay  a case  before  counsel 
and  have  his  written  opinion,  under  which  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  should  act  upon  all  future 
occasions  as  well  as  the  present. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  4,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  report  of  21st  ultimo,  relating  to  the  collection  of 
the  poor  rates  on  estates  for  which  receivers  have  been  appointed  under  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  they  are 
in  communication  with  their  solicitors  on  the  subject. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington  : — February  24,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  return  the  accompanying  petition 
to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  from  Widow  Geelan,  of  Rooskynamon'a, 
in  Mohill  Union,  which  was  transmitted  to  the  Commissioners  for  inquiry ; 
and  I am  to  state  that,  having  communicated  with  Major  Haliday,  inspector  of 
Mohill  Union,  and  with  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Union  thereon,  the  Commis- 
sioners have  received  from  them  respectively,  communications,  of  which  copies 
are  herewith  transmitted  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency. 


Enclosures. 


To  His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Petitioner  humbly  showetH' — 

The  humble  petition  of  Widow  Geelan,  of  Rooskynamona,  hopes  your  Lordship  will 
see  me  justified  in  granting  me  the  out-door  relief,  I making  application  for  it  and  was  denied 
several  times;  I being  a helpless  widow  these  40  years  and  upwards ; lost  my  land;  and  I 
having  a little  boy  destitute  of  his  limbs,  and  both  him  and  me  are  in  a state  of  starvation 
unless  your  noble  Lordship  does  look  to  us  with  an  eye  of  mercy  and  charity;  and  in  so  doing 
I will  be  in  duty  bound  to  always  pray.  6 

Widow  Geelan. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  22,  1848. 

I have  this  day  visited  'at  her  own  residence  the  Widow  Geelan,  who  acknowledged 
to  me  that  she  was  the  petitioner  in  question,  and  that  she  had  twice  on  former  occasions  written 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  received  replies.  She  is  in  possession  of  3 roods  10  perches  of 
land,  oi  which  upwards  of  half  an  acre  is  laid  down  in  wheat,  and  promises  well 

The  eon  she  refers  to  in  her  letter  is  a man  of  30  years  of  age  or  upwards,  but  a cripple, 
and  makes  his  livelihood  by  teaching.  Another  son,  Michael  Geelan,  holds  a good  farm  of 
nearly  10  acres,  well  cropped  and  manured,  and  is  apparently  in  very  comfortable  circum- 
stances, and  well  able  to  support  her  if  she  were  destitute,  which  is  net  tlic  case 

Her  house  has  much  less  appearance  of  poverty  or  discomfort  than  those  of  a multitude  of 
the  class  of  small  rate-payers : and  she  herself  looks  stout  and  well  fed,  though  nearly  80  years 
oi  age,  according  to  her  own  statement.  J 

The  land  she  says  she  lost,  was  another  farm  of  four  Irish  acres,  which  is  now  held  by  her 
son  Michael.  J 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  23,  J348. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  requesting  the  observations  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  as  to  the  case  of  Widow  Geelan,  who  acknowledges  to  have  memorialized  the 
■L,°™  -Lieutenant,  we  beg  leave  to  state  that,  having  made  due  inquiry  into  her  circumstances 
wo  find  that  she  holds  3 roods  10  perches  of  land,  one  half  acre  of  which  is  well  laid  down  in 
wheat.  Her  cottage  neat,  and  no  appearance  of  destitution  either  in  her  person  or  premises 
“ ^cr  % 1S  a man  of  30  years  of  age,  is  a teacher,  and  earns  a livelihood  thereby. 

She  also  has  another  son,  a comfortable  farmer  (for  this  country),  holding  9 acres  3 roods 
condkion  °f  g°0d  Iand’  WhicU  he  haS  wel1  cl-0PPed>  the  fields  large,  and  generally  in  good 

In  conclusion,  we  have  to  state  that,  had  this  woman  not  been  in  occupation  of  3 roods 
10  perches  of  land,  which  is  in  itself  sufficient  to  disqualify  her  from  getting  relief,  we  should 
not  be  inclined  to  afford  it  to  her  from  the  independent  circumstances  of  her  son. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  23,  1848. 

1.  We  beg  to  briefly  report  on  the  circumstances  of  the  Mohill  Union, 
in  connexion  with  the  past  week. 

Rates. 

2'  T}le  am°™t  lodged  in  the  week  ending  last  Thursday  was  196/.  4s.  1 cl. 
Ihe  collection  ol  the  current  week  will  probably  exceed  300/.  Balances  still 
appear  in  the  hands  of  the  rate-collectors;  but  this  arises  from  the  difficulty  of 
making  lodgments,  and  in  all  cases  they  have  exhibited  cash  equal  to  the 
amount  unlodged.  The  treasurer  being  so  far  removed  from  the  Union  occa- 
sions this  m convenience  ; but  we  shall  give  the  closest  attention  to  the  proper 
disposal  by  the  collectors  of  the  monies  they  collect.  We  are  inclined,  from 
observation  to  think  the  rate-collectors  are  acting  with  all  possible  vigour  and 
industry.  There  does  not  appear  any  deep  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  at  the 
rate  ; the  duel  difficulty  in  the  collection  will  be  the  poverty  of  the  country, 
lor  as  yet  no  act  of  opposition  worth  notice  has  been  committed. 

3.  We  shall  be  able  to  sign  the  rate  of  the  Moliill  electoral  division  on 
Monday  next,  when  it  shall  be  placed  in  immediate  collection ; and  we  trust 
that  large  payments  from  it  will  quickly  follow. 

Workhouse. 

4.  The  absence  of  a master  has  been  remedied  to  some  extent  by  the  °reat 
exertions  of  a young  man  (Mr.  Higgins),  who  we  employed  as  acting  master. 
All  the  paupers  in  the  house  are  now  clad  tolerably  well  with  the  Union, 
clothing ; and  those  that  were  in  probationaries  have  all  been  introduced  into 
their  proper  wards.  The  sanitary  state  of  the  house  has  so  improved  as  to  be 
no  longer  the  source  of  uneasiness  it  was  for  some  time  to  us.  Six  paupers, 
(five  able-bodied  males  and  one  female)  were  convicted  this  day  and  sent  to 
gaol  for  refractory  conduct,  which  we  hope  will  have  a wholesome  effect  in 
subduing  the  feeling  of  insubordination,  which  returning  healthfulness  and 
amended  discipline,  was  arousing  among  the  inmates. 

5.  We  hope  that  proper  persons  may  offer  for  the  offices  of  master  and 
matron  at  the  election  on  Thursday  next.  The  increased  salary  (50/.)  offered 
by  your  sanction  for  the  master,  may  possibly  attract  a superior  class  of  men  to 
those  who  have  hitherto  proposed  here  for  the  situation. 

6.  As  no  contractor  offered  for  the  erection  of  the  sheds,  we  have  commenced 
ourselves  to  prepare  for  their  construction,  and  propose  that  the  work  should 
be  proceeded  with  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Kelly,  if  Mr.  Wilkinson 
can  concede  his  time  for  a few  weeks  to  effect  this  purpose. 

Out-door  Relief. 

7.  The  pressure  has  slightly  diminished,  and  there  is  some  prospect  of  a con- 
tinuance of  this  diminution.  The  minutes  and  returns  exhibit  all  the  statistics, 
so  that  we  need  not  allude  to  them  more  fully  here.  We  trust  that  the  public 
and  private  employment,  which  is  now  opening  in  many  parts  of  the  Union, 
will  enable  us  to  pursue  the  course  we  have  up  to  this  time  adopted,  of  giving 
no  out-relief  to  able-bodied  men.  We  have  still  some  space  in  the  workhouse 
for  that  class,  and  will  increase  it  weekly  by  the  discharge  of  the  aged  and 
lpfirm. 
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8.  Our  hospital  at  Carrigallen  has  -been  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients 
suffering  from  infectious  disease;  and  all  necessary  arrangements  made  for  its 
operation,  Under  our  own  personal  inspection.  We  consider  that  it  will  afford 
accommodation  for  this  purpose  of  a superior  description,  and  will  tend  to 
mitigate  the  suffering  of  that  locality  in  a most  important  degree. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  28,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  not  relax  in  your  exertions  to 
enforce  the  vigorous  collection  of  the  rate,  which  is  essential,  not  only  for  pro- 
viding adequately  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor,  but  l'or  relieving  the 
affairs  of  the  Union  from  the  embarrassment  in  which  they  have  hitherto  been. 

The  Commissioners  are  glad  to  perceive  a prospect  of  improvement  in  the 
state  of  the  workhouse ; and  they  request  you  to  continue  your  attention  to  the 
provision  of.  an  adequate  supply  of  clothing,  as  well  as  of  other  requisites  l'or 
the  workhouse.  The  Commissioners  have  been  informed  by  Major  Haliday, 
that  the  want  of  tins  and  spoons  has  led  to  great  irregularity  and  delay,  in 
supplying  the  meals  of  the  inmates,  and  the  Commissioners  trust  that  this  will 
be  remedied. 

I am  also  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  your  making  the  work- 
house  as  available  as  possible  for  the  able-bodied,  by  giving  out-door  relief  to 
the  classes  specified  in  section  1 of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 


Major  Halid  ay  to  the  Commissioners; — February  25,  1848. 


Having  very  little  change  to  report  in  the  condition  of  the  Mohill 
Union  during  the  past  week,  it  is  some  satisfaction  that  the  trifling  degree  per- 
ceptible, indicates  a continued  abatement  of  the  pressure  of  distress,  the  first 
symptoms  of  which  I had  observed  last  week.  Less  than  600  additional  indivi- 
duals have,  since  then,  been  taken  on  the  out-door  relief  lists ; and  in  four  of 
the  districts  of  the  Union  the  relieving  officers  seem  to  think  that  it  will  not  be 
found  necessary  to  add  many  more.  In  one,  however,  (that  of  Mohill)  there 
will  yet  be,  perhaps,  200  or  upwards,  who  must  be  so  maintained,  in  conse- 
quence of  parties  who  have  hitherto  clung  to  the  possession  of  their  land,  in 
hopes  of  obtaining  relief,  and  of  being  able  to  put  in  a crop,  ultimatclv  aban- 
doning it.  J 


In  one  district  (that  of  Ballinamore)  where  there  is  now  a great  deal  of  em- 
ployment, the  relieving  officer  had  been  able  to  strike  off  the  list  a considerable 
number  of  cases  to  which  relief  had  been  extended  for  a few  weeks  on  account 
of  sickness  among  the  able-bodied  members  of  the  families,  but  who  had  now 
recovered,  and  had  obtained  employment  and  good  wages.  Indeed,  in  that 
district,  such  is  already  the  demand  for  labourers  for  works  of  general  drainage 
and  of  land  improvement,  that  the  farmers  complain  of  want  of  sufficient,  hands 
for  field  work;  and  there  will  be  during  the  summer  ample  employment  for 
all  the  able-bodied. 

I regret,  however,  to  hear  that  numbers : of  the  young  men  receiving  <mod 
wages,  instead  of  saving  them  to  enable  them  to  emigrate  or  to  assist  their 
town  them  ^ nightly  riot  and  dl’iukinS  in  the  public  houses  of  the 

• tkesame  district  also  the  relieving  officer  (who  is  an  extremely  active  and 
intelligent  young  man)  had  struck  off  the  list  one  or  two  cases  of  parties  hold- 
ing some  acres  of  land,  but  who  had  by  misreprese  tations  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining relief.  Into  these  I made  particular  inquiry,  and  he  satisfied  me  that 
he  had  personally  visited  the  parties,  but  had  been  deceived,  by  not  merely 
their  ow-n  asseverations,  but  the  testimony  of  their  neighbours  and  the  ratepayers 

th  V 1 gImen  UP  thdr  lands'  In  fact’  ifc  is  at  times  Almost 
impossible  for  the  relieving  officer  to  get  at  the  truth  with  respect  to  this  point. 
Every  possible  artifice  is  used  by  the  occupants.  They  nominally  <nve  up  the 
possession  of  the  land  for  a few  weeks  to  some  relative^!-  friend,  that  they  may 
oXb!tW°o longer  occupy  at,  a?d  ‘hus  get  the  weekly  allowance;  and  it  is 
only  by  the  co-operation  oi  the  higher  class  of  ratepayers,  and  hy  information 
obtained  through  the  collectors  that  such  falsehoods  can  be  detected. 

It  will  be  oi  the  utmost  importance  for  the  future  self-supporting  condition 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


437 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

of  this  Union  that  the  disqualification  for  relief  attached  to  the  occupancy  of 
more  than  a garden  plot  of  land  should  be  felt  as  effective  and  permanent.  The 
deeply-rooted  habit  of  idleness  for  many  months  in  the  year,  and  of  preferrin°- 
to  lie  all  day  on  straw,  fed  on  a weekly  dole  of  relief-meal  rather  than  subsist 
in  comfort  by  their  own  industry,  and  the  infatuated  attachment  to  the  posses- 
sion of  a small  bit  of  that  land  which  is  lying  absolutely  waste  in  lar®e  tracts 
all  over  the  country,  are  the  very  worst  and  most  discouraging  symptoms  of  the 
low  social  state  of  this  county,  which  exceeds  in  wretchedness  any  part  of 
Ireland  I have  yet  seen. 

The  workhouse  continues  in  the  same  state  as  hitherto.  At  the  petty  ses- 
sions on  Tuesday  last,  six  of  the  inmates,  out  of  the  great  number  who  had  in 
the  preceding  fortnight  committed  various  acts  of  insubordination,  were  con- 
victed and  sent  to  gaol  for  short  periods ; but  so  little  effect  was  produced  by 
this  sort  of  deferred  punishment,  that  an  able-bodied  male  pauper  yesterday 
deliberately  broke  several  panes  of  glass,  in  order,  as  he  said,  to  be  sent  to 
gaol  also. 

The  amounts  lodged  by  the  several  collectors  during  the  past  week,  although 
sufficient  to  supply  the  drain  on  the  treasurer  for  current  expenses,  hold  out  no 
prospect  of  enabling  the  Vice-Guardians  to  pay  off  any  of  the  urgent  creditors 
of  the  Union. 

The  Vice-Guardians  having  engaged  another  attorney  to  conduct  their  busi- 
ness, I hope  that  some  further  activity  will  be  shown,  and  better  success  attend 
the  law  proceedings  which  are  necessary  to  recover  payment  of  the  rates  and 
of  outstanding  arrears  from  the  numerous  non-resident  immediate  lessors  whom 
the  collectors  cannot  reach. 

The  individuals  charged  with  a forcible  rescue  of  cattle  from  the  collector 
for  Annaduff,  last  week,  were  brought  before  the  resident  magistrate,  and  the 
female  discharged,  her  husband  being  let  out  on  a trifling  bail  to  answer  the 
complaint  at  the  next  quarter  sessions.  Several  of  the  collectors  are  of  opinion 
that  this  will  prove  quite  ineffective,  and  that  a summary  conviction,  aiid  even 
a much  slighter  sentence  would  have  put  down  further  attempts  at  illegal 
resistance ; and  I cannot  but  think  that  one  prompt  and  immediate  example 
would  have  been  of  the  greatest  utility,  although  I have  no  doubt  of  the  readi- 
ness and  desire  of  the  magistrate  to  give  every  assistance  and  protection  neces- 
sary to  the  collectors  in  the  performance  of  their  most  important  duties. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  1,  184S. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  25th  ult.,  relating  to  Mohill  Union,  for  which  Tam  to  express  the 
Commissioners’  thanks. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  parties  who  had 
succeeded  in  obtaining  relief  by  misrepresentations,.  I am  to  request  that  you 
will  impress  on  all  the  relieving  officers  the  necessity  of  their  using  all  means 
m their  power,  by  due  investigation  of  the  cases  of  applicants,  to  guard  against 
similar  impositions  iii  future,  as  a recurrence  of  them  would  indicate  their  un- 
fitness for  their  office. 

As  regards  the  collection  of  the  rate,  the  Commissioners  request  that  you 
will  urge  the  Vice-Guardians  and  the  collectors  to  use  all  possible  exertions  to 
press  forward  the  collection  vigorously,  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  the  cir- 
cumstances  of  this  Union  being  an  object  of  the  first  importance. 

With  respect  to  the  case  of  individuals  making  a forcible  rescue  of  cattle 
seized  for  arrears  of  poor  s rate  by  the  collector,  the  Commissioners  concur 
with  your  view  of  the  advantage  of  summary  punishment  in  such  cases. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  29,  1848. 

We  now  give  our  usual  weekly  statement  regarding  the  Mohill  Union, 
for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners. 


3 L 
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Mohill  Union.  n 

— Bates. 

2.  The  amount  of  lodgments  by  the  rate  collectors  last  week  appears  to  have 
been  250/.  Although  the  progress  of  the  collection  is  slow,  many  causes 
arising  in  the  circumstances  of  the  country  to  retard  it,  you  may  feel  assured 
that  no  effort  on  our  parts  shall  be  wanting  to  forward  the  important  duty  of 
collecting  the  rate.  We  shall  apply  to  that  service  all  the  vigour  and  deter- 
mination which  can  be  brought  to  bear,  and  which  the  occasion  so  eminently 
requires. 

3.  The  rate  of  the  Mohill  electoral  division  will  be  placed  in  collection  on 
Thursday  next,  having  been  postponed  from  yesterday,  to  permit  a full 
inspection  of  the  rate-book  before  signature,  so  as  to  obviate  the  imperfect 
revision.  At  all  events  the  collector  was  not  prepared  to  undertake  the  duties 
in  regard  to  it  at  an  earlier  period  this  week. 

4.  The  pressing  forward  of  the  revision  of  the  valuation  of  the  remainder  of 
the  Union,  so  that  no  part  may  be  excluded  from  participation  in  the  payment 
of  rate  for  a much  longer  time,  has  already  formed  the  subject  of  a communi- 
cation from  us ; and  as  it  appears  from  your  letter  received  this  day  that  we 
must  depend  on  Mr.  Gallagher  alone  for  completion  of  the  work,  we  are  led 
to  fear  serious  further  delays. 


Workhouse. 

5.  We  look  forward  with  great  anxiety  to  the  result  of  the  election  for  a 
master,  which  we  have  advertised  to  take  place  on  Thursday  next.  Disap- 
pointments have  so  long  thwarted  us  with  regard  to  this  officer,  that  the  subject 
is  one  of  great  uneasiness.  Until  a proper  officer  be  procured,  we  could  not 
feel  safe  in  bringing  into  use  much  that  was  required  to  promote  the  regularity 
of  the  workhouse.  The  introduction  of  discipline  thoroughly  in  the  establish- 
ment, and  the  repression  of  the  destructive  habits  of  the  paupers  by  an  energetic 
master,  must  precede  the  use  of  that  amount  of  property  which  is  essential  to 
the  comfort  of  the  inmates,  and  the  right  working  of  the  institution.  The 
misfortunes  we  have  met  in  our  officers  has,  however,  impeded  the  execution  of 
many  of  our  designs. 


Out-door  Relief. 

6.  Every  possible  means  is  being  taken  to  repress  imposition  and  relieve 
actual  destitution,  and  we  are  tolerably  confident  that  as  few  abuses  exist  in  our 
system  as  might  be  expected  in  machinery  which  is  now  accomplishing  the 
feeding  of  nearly  7000  persons. 


Additional  Accommodation. 

7.  Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Kelly  we  are  getting  some  preparatory  works 
executed  in  connexion  with  the  sheds. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners: — March  3,  1848. 

The  aspect  of  affairs  in  the  Mohill  Union  presents  little  change  to  report 
within  the  past  week.  Applications  for  relief  continue  to  pour  in,  but  in 
diminished  numbers ; while  some  cases  relieved  at  first  on  account  of  sickness, 
and  also  a few  in  which  relief  was  obtained  by  deception  as  to  the  actual 
.circumstances  of  the  parties,  are  occasionally  struck  off.  With  respect  to  the 
latter  class,  and  referring  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  addressed  to  me  by 
Mr.  Stanley,  I beg  leave  to  express  my  opinion,  that  the  occasional  existence  of 
such  cases  of  successful  imposition  does  not  imply  any  want  of  due  inquiry,  or 
of  capacity,  on  the  part  of  the  relieving  officers. 

In  a country  cut  up  into  such  minute  and  intermixed  holdings  as  are  common 
here,  and  where  not  only  the  occupants  themselves  but  their  neighbours 
conspire  to  deceive  the  relieving  officer,  and  where  even  comparatively  affluent 
rate-payers  sometimes  give  false  information  as  to  the  occupancy  of  land,  it  is 
vain  to  expect  from  these  officers  infallibility  on  this  point,  or  to  exact  more 
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than  the  best  opinion  and  belief  attainable  from  the  evidence  they  can  »et  on 
the  spot  during  a period  of  such  pressure  as  has  been  experienced  here,  where 
for  a considerable  time  past  nearly  a thousand  individuals  each  week  had  to  be 
added  to  the  out-door  relief  list.  That  list  now  contains  upwards  of  7000 
persons,  but  I trust  has  nearly  reached  its  utmost  limit ; and  were  it  not  for 
the  untoward  obstacles  which  prevent  the  commencement  of  various  works 
under  the  “ Land  Improvement  Act,”  the  labouring  class  would  henceforth  be 
enabled,  in  most  instances,  to  support  their  families. 

The  collection  of  the  rates  proceeds  but  slowly.  Although  the  presence  of 
the  constabulary  whenever  required  prevents  forcible  resistance,  the  system  of 
locking  up  cattle  or  other  chatties  enables  the  occupants  to  set  the  collectors 
at  defiance.  The  amount  lodged  in  the  bank  last  week  is  not  more  than 
suffices  for  the  present  rate  of  expenditure  on  out-door  relief  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  workhouse. 

The  workhouse  continues  in  a state  far  from  satisfactory.  It  reflects,  how- 
ever, no  little  credit  on  the  young  man  at  present  in  charge  of  it,  that  without 
means  of  punishment,  or  keeping  the  paupers  within  the  precincts,  and  under 
the  constant  necessity  for  sending  out  for  water,  for  communications  with  the 
temporary  hospital  and  the  house  occupied  in  the  town,  and  with  the  proba- 
tionary wards,  as  well  as  for  burials,  he  maintains  so  much  of  order  as  exists. 

Yesterday  had  been  named  for  the  election  of  a master,  matron,  and  clerk. 
A sub-constable  of  police,  who  appears  to  possess  all  the  necessary  qualifica- 
tions, has  been  elected  for  the  last-named  office;  but  I regret  to  say  that  no 
candidates  at  all  eligible  appeared  for  the  appointments  of  master  and  matron. 
An  application  was  laid  before  the  Vice-Guardians  for  these  from  the  master 
(lately  appointed)  of  the  Roscommon  workhouse,  and  his  wife  (the  latter  of 
whom  attended),  but  unaccompanied  by  any  testimonials;  and  the  Vice- 
Guardians  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  elect  a person  who  did  not  appear 
personally,  and  who  they  ascertained  had  never  held  office  in  any  similar 
capacity.  It  is  also  probable  that  so  sudden  a desire  to  change  his  situation 
indicates  a want  of  the  zeal  and  persevering  industry  absolutely  necessary  to 
cope  successfully  with  the  defects  and  disorder  of  the  Mohill  workhouse. 

I have  lately  been  in  communication  with  the  staff  officer  of  pensioners  at 
Longford,  and  went  over  there  myself,  hoping  to  procure  on  the  out-pension 
list  some  active  non-commissioned  officer  who  could,  be  engaged  for  a time  to 
assist  in  maintaining  order  in  the  house,  and  to  superintend  the  male  adults  at. 
work,  but  have  been  unsuccessful.  The  want  of  quarters  for  their  wives, 
prevents  any  married  men  accepting  the  situation ; and  I find  the  bad  reputation 
of  the  workhouse  deters  some  whom,  as  single  men,  it  might  have  suited. 

Nothing  remains  but  for  the  Vice-Guardians  to  advertise  afresh  for  officers 
and  the  commencement  of  an  era  of  improvement  seems  to  me  as  remote  as 
ever. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  7,  1848. 

We  beg  to  report  in  reference  to  the  last  week’s  transactions  as 
follows : — 


Rates. 


2.  The  rate  collectors  lodged  last  week  the  sum  of  276/. 

Pending  the  fortnightly  examination  of  their  accounts  before  next  meeting 
we  are  unable  to  give  a more  exact  statement  of  their  progress. 

The  Mohill  electoral  division  has  been  put  in  collection,  and  we  hope  soon, 
to  have  the  rate  of  Fenagh  division  also  in  process.  Much  of  our  time  is 
occupied  in  examining  into  complaints  of  rate-payers  who  seek  from  us  redress 
for  excessive  valuations  and  mistakes  in  it;  and  who  object  to  arrears  returned 
against  them,  and  have  other  alleged  causes  of  dissatisfaction. 

We  afford  them  every  explanation  in  our  power,  and  frequently  find  their 
complaints  unfounded ; in  general  we  are  able  to  provide  a remedy  for  the 
real  grievances. 

Workhouse. 

3.  We  have  again  been  disappointed  in  procuring  a master,  no  suitable 
person  offering  on  the  day  of  election,  Thursday  last.  Advertising  has  now 

3 L 2 
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been  tried  so  often  that  we  almost  doubt  its  efficacy,  and  we  are  endeavouring 
to  discover,  by  private  inquiry,  some  person  who  may  be  suitable  for  the 
situation.  So  long  as  we  are  without  a proper  master,  of  course  we  cannot 
expect  the  workhouse  management  will  be  conducted  with  any  degree  of 
satisfaction.  We  have  also  failed  in  procuring  a matron.  The  assistant  matron 
we  have  decided  on  dispensing  with,  and  shall  ask  her  resignation;  her 
inefficiency  rendering  this  course  imperative. 

4.  The  clerk  (Mr.  Fitze)  whom  we  appointed  has  taken  charge,  and  appears 
to  have  capacity  and  industry.  We  hope,  with  his  assistance,  soon  to  have  the 
accounts  brought  forward. 

Out-door  Relief. 

5.  Our  chief  object  is  the  introduction  of  cooked  food.  We  have  advertised 
for  the  supply  of  bread  made  from  rye,  Indian  and  whole  wheaten  meal,  to 
each  electoral  division,  and  hope  soon  to  have  the  system  of  administering 
relief  by  that  means  in  operation,  which  we  doubt  not  will  be  attended  with 
the  best  results. 

6.  The  pressure  for  relief  has  much  diminished,  and  we  trust  soon  to  be 
able  to  have  a considerable  number  struck  off  of  the  class  who  received  relief 
on  account  of  sickness,  but  who  are  now  recovering.  We  are  still  able  to 
afford  the  workhouse  test  to  able-bodied  men,  and  hope  always  to  be  in  a 
position  to  do  so.  The  sheds  which  we  are  proceeding  to  erect  shall  meet  this 
purpose,  which  will  be  much  required  after  the  termination  of  the  spring 
Ia~0U£i  ?n  the  pressure  of  applications  will  again  likely  be  severely  felt.  & 

7.  1 he  fever  hospital  at  Carrigallen  contains  10  patients,  and  will  likelv 
socni  fill  up ; the  chief  portion  of  the  patients  will,  however,  consist  of  those 
suffering  from  dysentery. 

8.  Adverting  again  to  the  workhouse,  we  propose  to  appoint  a paid  cook 

a a a1  -S?  4 ' annum’  and  PauPei‘’s  rations,  which  we  think  will  be 

attended  with  much  advantage,  and  we  beg  to  solicit  the  Commissioners’ 
sanction  to  the  appointment.  3 ucrs 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  8,  1848. 

collect°r  for  the  electoral  division  of  Annaduff  yesterday  stated  to 
me  that  he  was  unable  to  recover  the  sum  of  421.,  being  poor-rate  and  arrears 
due  on  the  demesne  and  grounds  of  Francis  Nisbett,  Esq.,  of  Derricarne  a 
deputy-lieutenant  and  magistrate  of  this  county,  in  consequence  of  the  -atct 
emg  always  kept  locked,  and  admittance  refused  to  him  He  has  noticed 

effec/an^^^^  to^dis^  endeavoured  to 

ad“ceatmenare  empl°yed  t0  ^ a look-out/and  preve^irS 

seized,  through  it;  and  he  " 

gate  when  m sight  of  stock  to  distrain  1 ° 1 to  bleak  °Pen  a 

au^^rize^uch^’oceeding^but  aa'th^c^^  ™ ™ ™ 

course  was  declared  to  be  lawful  i/thf execution  of  a'  l‘at£lihat  ? s,milar 
recent  case  tried  at  Roscommon  in  connexion  with  a griffs  Wnt>  at  the 
Waldron,  of  Ashford,  I deem  advSe  to  L he  °f  the  Iate  Mr. 

opinion  may  be  obtained  to  enable  me  to  advise  the  Sector  ^ ““ 

I may  add  that  Mr.  Nisbett,  who  refuses  to  ™ 6 t0  . 

estate,  now  under  the  Court  of  Chancery  on  whtoh  °f , a consldera'Me 

rates  and  arrears  is  due  by  the  immediate  lessor  S ,1®!  large  amount  of 
very  numerous,  and  much  opposed  to  the  collection  f e 

importance  that  the  recovery  should  be  l4  ls  of  considerable 

possible.  7 be  enforced  m this  instance  as  soon  as 

Mr.  Nisbett  is,  I am  inform p8  alco 

imder  the  Board  of  Ordnance.  ’ eipt  Pay  as  a barrack-master 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  10,  1848. 

I am  directed  hy  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  8th  instant,  as  to  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the  collector  iu 
enforcing  payment  of  the  rate  due  from  Mr.  Nisbett,  of  Derricarne.  It  appears 
that  notices  requiring  payment  have  been  served  upon  Mr.  Nisbett,  and  that 
the  collector  has  endeavoured  to  obtain  an  entrance  upon  the  grounds,  in  order 
to  distrain  for  the  rate,  but  without  effect;  it  being  stated  that  men  are 
employed  to  keep  a look-out,  and  prevent  them  from  gaining  admittance  It 
appears,  however,  that  there  is  a small  path  leading  through  the  fence  enclosing 
the  demesne,  but  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  drive  cattle,  if  seized 
through  it.  ’ 

. Under  these  circumstances  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  in  reply  to  the 
inquiry  contained  in  your  report,  that  although  it  would  not  be  legal  for  the 
collector  to  break  any  outer  gate  or  door  in  order  to  gain  admittance  and  to 
make  a seizure,  yet  the  collector  can  legally,  as  the  Commissioners  are  advised, 
alter  gaming  an  entrance,  make  the  seizure ; and  having  once  made  the  distress,  • 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  officer  is  entitled  to  remove  it  to  a proper  place  of 
custody , according  to  the  nature  of  the  distress ; and  that  when  once  lawfully 
the  premises,  and  in  possession  of  the  distress,  he  is  entitled,  if  his 
withdrawal  be  opposed,  to  use  force  in  getting  out. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  22,  1848. 

We  beg  to  report  regarding  the  transactions  of  the  past  week  as  follows  : — 
Rates. 

2.  The  sum  of  615/.  6s.  lOd.  has  been  lodged  within  the  week  ending  this  dav 
(as  appears  by  treasurer’s  book)  by  the  collectors.  The  collector  of  Cloone  and 
Drumreilly  electoral  divisions  has  made  no  lodgments  nor  attended  for  the 
fortnightly  examination  of  his  accounts  on  the  day  in  this  week  fixed ; we  trust 
lie  may  appear  to-morrow  and  that  he  shall  have  made  adequate  progress. 
After  his  attendance,  the  usual  weekly  abstract  of  the  rate  transactions  will  be 
forwarded,  which  will  probably  exhibit  the  collection  of  the  rate  in  a more 
satisfactory  light  than  any  previous  returns,  since  the  making  of  the  rate. 

3.  We  have  directed  the  rate  collectors  to  furnish  us  with  lists  of  the  rates 
due  by  immediate  lessors,  and  by  occupiers  where  the  sums  are  of  importance, 
with  the  view  of  having  the  necessary  proceedings  at  once  instituted  for  the 
recovery  of  the  amounts.  W e shall  not  fail  to  adopt  any  measures  in  our  power 
to  promote  the  vigorous  collection  of  the  rate,  so  essential  from  the  financial 
circumstances  of  the  Union. 

4- .On  Monday  next  we  shall  be  able  to  sign  the  rate  of  the  Fenagh  electoral 
division  and  place  it  then  in  collection.  The  remaining  two  divisions,  Ballina- 
more  and  Oughteragh,  shall,  we  fear,  from  the  slow  progress  of  the  valuator, 
remain  some  weeks  longer  untouched  by  the  rate  collector. 

Workhouse. 

5.  The  increased  number  of  admissions  and  the  withdrawal  of  the.,  acting 
matron  has  been  met  to  a considerable  extent  by  the  exertions  of  the  .other 
officers,  and  we  have  no  occasion  to  report  less  favourably  of  the  establishment 
this  week  than  last.  The  execution  of  the  repairs,  improvements,  and  additions, 
is  proceeding  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable  ; and  we  anticipate  good  results 
when  these  are  completed. 

6.  \\  e have  advertised  to  receive  applications  for  the  situation  of  master  and 
matron,  in  Dublin,  on  the  3rd  of  April  next,  and  we  hope  that  this  method  will 
produce  such  candidates  as  will  enable  the  selection  of  a proper  officer  to  be 
made. 

Out-Door  Relief. 

7.  The  relief  now  being  administered  is,  we  are  confident,  meeting  the  extended 

destitution  of  the  Union  adequately  and  economically.  The  introduction  of 
cooked  food  which,  we  hope  to  accomplish  immediately,  will  be  a most  important 
improvement  in  our  system.  ... 


Moliill  Union. 
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8.  Our  hospitals  are  working  well,  and  when  we  have  the  hospital  established 
at  Ballinamore  we  look  forward  to  the  wants  of  the  Union  being  tolerably  well 
supplied  in  this  respect. 

9.  We  would  now  only  refer  you  to  the  minutes  and  returns  of  this  week  for 
the  necessary  statistics  regarding  our  operations  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  this 
Union. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  23,  1848. 

As  the  future  practical  working  of  the  Poor  Laws  in  the  distressed  Unions 
in  the  west  of  Ireland,  appears  of  not  less  grave  importance  than  the  adequacy  of 
the  present  extensive  system  of  out-door  relief,  it  seems  to  me  advisable,  at  this 
advanced  season,  to  bring  under  your  special  notice  the  financial  prospects  and 
the  present  position  of  this  Union. 

The  paid  Guardians  appointed  by  you  have  now  devoted  for  upwards  of  three 
months,  their  best  energies  (while  endeavouring  to  meet  the  vast  amount  of 
destitution  to  be  relieved)  to  checking  any  tendency  to  waste  or  abuse,  and  also 
to  enforcing  firmly  the  collection  of  the  rates ; and  although  the  unavoidable 
delay  in  completing  the  revision  of  the  valuation  of  three  of  the  electoral 
divisions,  has  prevented  the  collection  being  put  in  force  as  yet  in  them,  it  is 
proceeding  steadily  in  the  remaining  divisions,  and  will  shortly  be  in  progress  in 
these  also. 

I am,  however,  satisfied,  that  in  consequence  of  the  impossibility  of  recovering 
payment  of  rates  due  by  immediate  lessors,  who  are  not  resident  in  Ireland 
the  extreme  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  such  on  the  estates  under  the 
courts,  and  the  actual  extreme  poverty  of  numbers  of  the  class  occupying  small 
holdings  of  land,  it  will  prove  impracticable  to  collect  more  than  about  four- 
fifths  of  the  current  rate  and  former  arrears  of  rate  within  the  next  six  months  ■ 
and  that  it  would  be  useless  to  strike  a fresh  rate  until  after  the  harvest,  inasmuch 
as  the  great  majority  of  the  small  tenants  could  not  pay  it ; and  if,  in  consequence 
of  being  distrained  and  sold  out,  they  were  compelled  to  abandon  their  tene- 
ments, they  would  merge  into  the  class  of  the  destitute,  and  thus  form  a heavy 
addition  to  the  already  fearful  burden  likely  to  hang  for  some  years  upon  the 
resources  of  the  Union ; while  the  continually  repeated  exaction  of  rates  from  the 
solvent  portion  of  the  rate-payers  would  be  felt  by  them  as  a grievous  injustice 
and  would  probably  seriously  increase  the  difficulty  at  present  experienced  in 
collecting  it  1 

It  is  also  of  much  importance,  that  before  another  rate  is  made,  the  valuation 
should  be  corrected  after  due  examination  of  the  numerous  objections  that  have 
been  made  against  it,  and  many  of  which  are  apparently  substantially  well 
founded,  but  which  the  urgent  necessity  for  putting  a rate  in  immediate  collec- 
*,“n  as.qlilc^ly  ?Si-the  ?omPle,te<!  valuation  of  each  electoral  division  would  allow 
^ Jh°t  admit  of  listening  to  before  the  Vice-Guardians  signed  the  rate 

Without  entering  into  all  the  details  that  will  he  set  forth  in  the  form  of  return 
of  estimated  expenditure  to  be  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  the  following 
ond^f  Mxt  ^eptemLr^~m^e  °f  ^ Pr0^ab^e  *ncome  and  expenditure,  up  to  the 


Income,  viz. 

Amount  of  rate  already  signed,  and  of  arrears  of  £ s 
former  rate  uncollected  on  the  21st  March,  1848  5 630  0 
Amount  of  rate  to  be  made  on  the  three  electoral  ’ 

divisions  ofFenagh,  Ballinamore,  and  Oughteragh  2,010  0 


Deduct  one-fifth  of  total  rate  and  ^ *'  ^ ' 

arrears  not  likely  to  be  collected  . 1,910  0 0 

Also  deduct  collectors’  poundage  at 
2s.  in  the  pound,  on  four-fifths  of 
total  rate  and  arrears  . . . ygg  q q 


7,640  0 0 


2,676  0 0 


Total  amount(net)  of  income  available  to  end  of 
September  . _ 4 965 


0 0 
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Probable  expenditure  to  end  of  September,  1848  . 8,280  0 0 

Probable  income  for  the  same  period  . . . 4,965  0 0 

Excess  of  expenditure  over  income . . . . 3,315  0 0 

I have  not  included  in  this  calculation  an  expenditure,  nevertheless  absolutely 
essential  to  the  object  of  enforcing  discipline  and  confinement,  and  thereby 
rendering  the  workhouse  really  an  effective  test  for  destitution— namely,  the 
construction  of  a boundary  wall  around  the  site,  which  would  probablv  cost 
about  400/.  J 

I beg  leave  further  to  represent  that  the  debts  of  the  Union  left  unpaid  by  the 
late  Board  of  Guardians  amount  to  about  2500/.,  of  which  great  part  is  due  for 
upwards  ol  a year  ; that  the  creditors  are  threatening,  and  some  of  them  have 
already  commenced  legal  proceedings  for  enforcing  payment ; and  it  is  obvious 
that  it  they  obtain  decrees  and  seize  the  moveables,  they  may  compel  the  absolute 
closing  of  the  workhouse ; while  it  is  no  less  a matter  of  sound  policy  than  of 
equity  that  these  parties  (many  of  whom  are  small  tradesmen  much  distressed  by 
the  non-payment  of  their  claims,)  should  be  paid  as  soon  as  can  be  effected. 

Adding  the  amount  of  debts  to  the  excess  of  probable  expenditure  over  income, 
the  result  is,  that  there  will  be  a deficit  of  nearly  6000/.,  for  which  the  resources 
of  the  Union  will  be  unable  to  provide. 

It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  contingency  upon  which  the  assistance  of 
the  British  Relief  Association  might  be  claimed,  is  incontestably  established  in 
this  Union  ; and  as  the  nresent  weekly  expenditure  exhausts  its  resources  as  fast 
as  they  come  in,  that  aid  should  be  extended  to  enable  the  Vice- Guardians  to 
pay  to  the  creditors  of  the  Union  an  instalment  (say  10s.  in  the  pound)  of  their 
claims  at  an  early  date,  and  to  hold  out  to  them  a prospect  of  further  payment- 
within  the  year. 

This  might  be  done  either  by  a grant  of  money,  or  by  orders  for  provisions 
from  the  Commissariat  store  at  Longford.  The  latter  would,  however,  entail  some 
considerable  inconvenience,  as  many  of  the  relief  stations  are  at  long  distances 
from  Longford,  and  the  roads  are  bad. 

In.  conclusion,  I would  repeat,  that  I am  convinced  that  the  assistance  of  the 
British  Relief  Association,  which  will  be  certainly  requisite,  ought  to  be  given  at 
the  present  period,  and  not  deferred  until  a more  advanced  season. 


The  Commissioners  to  Count  Strzelecki  -.—April  1,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  from  Major  H'aliday,  Temporary  Poor- 
Law  Inspector,  of  the  Mohill  Union,  a report  recommending  that  an  application 
should  be  made  in  the  case  of  that  Union  for  the  assistance  of  the  British  Relief 
Association,  for  the  relief  of  destitution  therein.  Major  Haliday  suggests  that 
this  relief  might  be  afforded  either  by  a grant  of  money,  or  by  orders  for  pro- 
vsions  from  the  Commissariat  Store  at  Longford ; the  latter  course,  however,  hi 
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Expenditure. 

The  present  cost  weekly  of  the  out-door  relief  is  £.  s.  d. 
about  218/.;  and  making  all  deductions  I can 
consider  probable  during  the  summer,  I cannot 
estimate  the  expenditure  under  this  head,  from 
the  present  period  up  to  the  end  of  September,  at 
less  than  . . . , . . . . 5,000  0 0 

The  cost  of  maintenance  of  the  workhouse  inmates 

during  the  same  period  . . . , . 1,200  0 0 

Clothing,  bedding,  and  materials  ....  250  0 0 

Cost  of  temporary  fever  hospitals,  medicine,  at- 
tendants, &c 350  0 0 

Rent  of  workhouse  site  and  house  in  Mohill  . . 50  0 0 

Stationery,  printing,  law  expenses,  &c.  . . . 100  0 0 

Salaries  of  officers  and  paid  Guardians  . . . 850  0 0 

Coffins  and  burial  expenses 130  0 0 

Erection  of  sheds  and  refractory  wards,  and  sinking 

well,  repairs,  &c 350  0 0 


Mohill  Union. 
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represents  as  likely  to  entail  considerable  inconvenience,  many  of  the  relief 
stations  being  at  long  distances  from  Longford,  and  the  roads  being  bad. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  submit  to  you  the  propriety  of  affording  as- 
sistance to  the  Mo  hill  Union  in  either  of  the  two  ways  indicated  by  Major 
Haliday.  Tiie  Commissioners  think  that  if  advances  be  made  in  either  way  to 
the  extent  of  250/.  per  week  for  two  months,  it  is  no  more  than  will  be  actually 
necessary  to  secure  the  continuance  of  due  relief  to  the  destitute  in  this  impove- 
rished Un.on. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  24,  1848. 

As  I have  thought  it  advisable  to  address  to  you  a separate  report  at  some 
length  upon  the  financial  statement  and  prospects  of  the  Mohill  Union,  I shall 
confine  my  observations  in  the  present  weekly  report  to  the  state  of  the  work- 
house,  aud  a few  other  points  of  interest. 

The  workhouse,  which  I have  minutely  inspected,  is  as  clean  as  the  want  of  an 
energetic  master  and  matron,  jand  the  absence  of  any  effective  means  of  control 
or  discipline,  will  allow  ; but  a good  deal  of  apparent  dirt  and  litter  at  present 
disngures  the  female  yards  and  laundry,  where  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
take  up  nearly  the  whole  system  of  under-ground  drains  and' sewers,  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  experienced  clerk  of  works,  recently  sent  down. 
No  less  than  57  barrels  of  accumulated  mud  and  filth  were  taken  out  of  these, 
which  appeared  never  to  have  been  cleaned  since  the  first  erection  of  the  work- 
nouse. 

The  construction  of  the  intended  refractory  wards  and  the  sheds  for  additional 
accommodation,  must  be  carried  on  in  the  same  manner  by  workmen  employed 
under  Mr.  Kellys  superintendence,  as  the  Vice-Guardians  could  obtain  no  tenders 
toi  tins  work  except  from  Mr.  Gardiner,  the  contractor  for  the  fever  hospital  who 
WCrn,„Th!  hospital,  which  he  was  bound  to  complete  by  the 
1st  of  May  is  so  little  advanced  that  I am  convinced  it  will  not  be  ready  for 
occupation  till  the  middle  of  June,  and  the  want  of  it  may  be  grievously  felt  in 
the  commencement,  of  summer.  6 3 

fhJtS^°0r  ruIief  iUt  c,ont‘nue,sTstill  ‘o  increase,  and  the  prolonged  delay  in 
the  intended  works  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act,  and  the  reluctance  of  the 

r('Th0  “T  he  he°Vy  ™0Unt  of  rates  “ e3icuse)  to  employ  labourers, 
except  at  very  inadequate  wages  (from  3d.  to  id.  per  diem,  with  diet  and  that 
only  dming  fine  weather),  aggravate  the  general  distress. 

. ,lile  rice-Guardiaus  are  not  duly  Supported  by  the  local  authorities  in  their 
endeavour  to  check  abuse  in  the  administration  of  this  relief.  The  relieving 
officer  for  the  Balhnamore  district  recently  brought  by  summons  before  the 
petty  sessions  in  that  town,  a man  named  Michael  Whelan,  whose  four  child-en 
had  applied  to  him  early  in  February,  as  orphans;  and  as  his  inquiries  into  the 
weeks'6™'  substantiate  their  representation,  had  received  relief  for  three 

- Although  it  was  shown  that  the  man  was,  and  had  been  at  this  time  remilarlv 

BSiX  • s ?Sf«  “ “ ■.•if11”". ■ » a.SS 

the  neighbourhood,  defeats  tbeh  exertions  to  1 ? a6”6,?1' t,le  cullect01'  goes  to 
case  of  forcible  rescue  has  occurred  hi  7“ T£e?b?e.  ext“,;  aud  arlotl,er 
the  next  petty  sessions  to  see  this  cisp  Hi  An!)ai!uff  division.  I shall  attend  at 
conviction  Case  dlSl)0Sed  of’  and  to  press  for  a summary 

the  valuator  ri  en^iged ’indm^ tw^remahti”8  d'11 ' °f  Fe,"ag^  is  completed,  and 
tedious  nature  of  hit  task  T ns  ie™alniiig  divisions,  but  from  the  necessarily 
weeks  yet  ’ 1 ai,preheni  they  wil1  be  completed  for  several 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  1,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  submitted  to  Count 
Strzelecki,  the  Secretary  of  the  British  Relief  Association,  the  propriety  of  ad- 
vancing the  sum  of  250 1.  per  week  for  two  months,  for  the  continuance  of  due 
relief  to  the  destitute  in  the  Mohill  Union, — such  advances  to  be  made  either  in 
food  or  money,  as  indicated  by  you. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  March  28,  1848. 

Our  report  for  the  past  week  is  as  follows : — • 

Bates. 

2.  The  amount  collected  during  the  week  appears  to  be  50 9 £ 16s.,  part  of 
which  however  is  included  in  the  lodgments  referred  to  in  our  last  report. 
Some  of  the  collectors  have  made  considerable  progress  since  last  meeting ; 
and  we  trust  the  collection  of  the  current  week  may  not  be  beneath  the  average. 
The  collectors  are  vigorously  pressing  payment  by  distraint  under  their  warrant 
and  summons  before  magistrates.  We  are  obliged  to  await  the  lists  of  sums 
due  by  immediate  lessors  being  furnished  us  by  the  collectors  previous  to  taking 
the  proper  steps  towards  instituting  the  necessary  law  proceedings  against  the 
defaulters. 

3.  From  the  irregularities  and  incapacity  of  one  of  the  collectors  (Samuel 
Johnson,  of  Aghavas  electoral  division),  we  have  felt  it  our  duty  to  suspend 
him.  As  he  will  probably  tender  his  resignation,  the  issue  of  the  Commis- 
sioners’ sealed  order  for  his  dismissal  may  not  be  necessary.  We  shall  with 
the  least  delay  procure  a successor,  holding  Mr.  Johnson’s  sureties  accountable 
until  a full  settlement  is  made  of  his  accounts. 

4.  We  have  signed  the  rate  of  the  Fenagh  electoral  division,  which  we 
resolved  should  be  increased  to  2 s.  6d.  in  the  pound  from  U.  Sd.,  the  poundage 
according  to  the  resolution  of  the  late  Board.  From  a calculation  it  appears 
that  even  a larger  rate  than  a two-ancl-sixpenny  would  be  requisite  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  division  up  to  29th  September  next;  but  as  the  relief  charge- 
able to  it  is  not  so  large  proportionably  as  that  to  other  divisions  of  the  Union, 
we  have  decided  on  making  the  rate  sixpence  less  than  the  poundage  on  the 
remainder  of  the  Union  (3s.)  We  expect  on  the  3rd  of  April  next  to  sign  the 
rate  of  the  Ballinamore  electoral  division — the  largest  in  the  Union — the  revi- 
sion of  the  valuation  being  almost  completed — and  thus  place  in  collection  the 
further  amount  of  1134?.,  from  which  we  expect  speedy  returns. 

Out-door  Belief. 

5.  Mr.  Nicholson,  the  relieving  officer  of  the  Mohill  district,  has  tendered 
his  resignation,  and  we  proceed  to  elect  a successor.  We  have  succeeded  in 
getting  proposals  for  baking  bread  throughout  the  Union  on  reasonable  terms, 
the  result  of  a personal  visit  to  the  bakers  of  the  different  localities,  and  hope 
early  next  month  to  have  the  system  of  giving  cooked  food  fully  introduced. 

6.  The  Carrigallen  hospital  at  present  contains  13  patients.  We  have  just 
completed  a visit  to  it  and  the  several  relief  stations  of  the  Union,  and  find  that 
the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  all  respe*cts  is  being  conducted  with  propriety 
and  regularity. 

7.  The  workhouse  (including  detached  nursery  and  temporary  fever  ward) 
is  in  a tolerably  satisfactory  state,  and  assuming  an  improved  appearance. 

8.  Our  clerks  are  busily  employed  in  bringing  up  the  arrear  accounts. 


The  Commissioners  to  Major  Haliday: — March'll,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  transmit  herewith  a copy  of  a 
constabulary  report  which  theyhave  received  from  the  Chief  Secretary’s 
department,  relative  to  the  death  of  a man  named  Pat  Mulligan,  on  the  18th 
instant,  in  Mohill  Union,  and  I am  to  request  that  you  will -make  such  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances  as  may  enable  you  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  as  to 
the  facts  of  the  case,  and  especially  whether  the  deceased  made  any  application 


Mohill  Union. 
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for  relief  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  to  the  workhouse  master,  or  to  any  of  the 
relieving  officers  ; also  in  reference  to  his  application  to  the  medical  officer  of 
the  hospital  in  question,  if  it  was  an  hospital  of  the  Union. 

Enclosure. 

County  of  Leitrim. 

Ballinamore,  March  24,  1848. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  20th  instant.,  on  the  body  of  Pat  Mulligan. 

Copy  of  Verdict. 

That  deceased  was  found  dying  on  the  18th  instant,  and  his  death  was  caused  by  exposure 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  extreme  destitution  and  want  of  care. 

It  appears  deceased  applied  for  admission  to  the  fever  hospital,  hut  the  doctor  did  not  con- 
sider him  a fit  object. 

J.  Lodge,  S.  L 

Inspector-  General. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington  : — April  8, 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  the  accompanying  copy  of  a report 
which  they  have  received  from  Major  Haliday,  the  Temporary  Inspector  of  the 
Mohill  Union  relating  to  the  death  of  Patrick  Mulligan  at  Carrigallen  in  that 
Union,  together  with  the  papers  that  accompanied  it. 


Major  Haliday  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  1,  1848. 


I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  result  of  my  inquiries  made 
in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  dated  28th  March,  into  the  facts  bearing 
on  the  death  of  Patrick  Mulligan,  on  whose  body  an  inquest  was  held  at  Car- 
rigallen, on  the  20th  ultimo,  and  the  circumstances  of  which  I had  previously 
made  myself  acquainted  with. 

On  receiving  your  letter  I wrote  to  the  coroner  for  a copy  of  the  informations 
taken  before  him  at  the  inquest,  and  proceeded  to  examine  on  oath  the  relieving 
officer  of  the  district  in  which  the  deceased  had  lived,  and  to  inspect  the  Appli° 
cation  and  Report  Book,  and  relief  list.  Yesterday  morning  I received  from  the 
coroner  the  copy  of  the  informations  which  I annex  (letter  A),  but  as  they 
appeared  incomplete,  and  contain  no  statement  from  which  the  jury  could  have 
obtained  the  information  as  to  the  deceased  having  been  refused  admission  to 
the  hospital,  I at  once  proceeded  to  Carrigallen  and  there  examined  the  medical 
officer  of  the  temporary  fever  hospital,  Dr.  Taylor,  and  other  parties,  and 
received  much  oral  information  confirming  all  the  evidence,  which  I annex 
(letter  B). 

The  facts  of  the  case  appear  to  be,  that  the  deceased,  who  was  an  unfor- 
tunate creature  of  bad  character,  and  habitually  preferring  a life  of  houseless 
mendicancy,  would  not  accept  admission  to  the  Union  workhouse  in  December 
last,  when  his  mother,  who  applied  to  the  relieving  officer  of  the  district  on  the 
10th  December,  had  her  case  submitted  to  the  Vice-Guardians  (then  just 
arrived)  on  the  16th  December,  by  whom  out-door  relief  was  ordered  for  her- 
self and  four  children  under  15  year^of  age,  which  she  has  continued  to  receive 
up  to  the  present  time ; that  the  deceased  made  no  application  from  that  time 
until  the  10th  of  March— another  relieving  officer  (Mr.  Story),  having  mean- 
time been  appointed,  and  entered  on  his  duties  on  the  16th  of  February— that 
on  this  application  he  immediately  received  from  the  relieving  officer  an  offer 
of  either  admission  to  the  workhouse  or  a recommendation  to  the  hospital,  and 
that  he  preferred  the  latter,  but,  not  having  in  the  medical  officer’s  opinion  any 
symptom  of  contagious  disease,  was  refused  admission  to  it,  and  that  he  never 
went  back  to  the  relieving  officer,  or  made  any  further  application  until  his 
death.  1 


His  death  appears  to  have  been  the  result  of  disease  and  debility,  caused  by 
the  wretched  life  he  seems  to  have  voluntarily  continued,  and  not  of  any  imme- 
diate want  of  food.  With  respect  to  this  I beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
evidence  of  Owen- Smyth  (letter  B,  No.  4),  and  to  state  that  he  was  seen  by 
several  persons  going  about  m the  town  of  Carrigallen  on  the  same  day  (the 
1 7th  March),  and  that  on  that  day  (being  his  ordinary  time  for  the  weekly  dis- 
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tribution  of  out-door  relief)  the  relieving  officer,  Mr.  Story,  was  for  some  hours 
in  the  town,  during  which  the  deceased  might  have  again  applied  to  him,  but 
did  not  do  so. 

I cannot  impute  any  blame  to  the  relieving  officer,  except  as  to  his  satisfying 
himself  on  the  18th  March  by  merely  sending  an  order  for  food  for  the 
deceased,  and  I have  pointed  out  to  him  that  his  powers  and  duties  extend  to 
providing  in  all  cases  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity  lodging  or  conveyance  to 
the  workhouse  or  to  an  hospital,  as  well  as  food  and  medical  attendance.  It  is 
evident,  however,  that  in  this  instance  the  relieving  officer,  whose  residence  is 
several  miles  distant  from  Carrigallen,  could  not  have  arrived  before  the  unfor- 
tunate lad’s  death. 

I annex  an  extract  from  the  Application  and  Report  Book  of  the  relieving 
officer  already  referred  to. 

Enclosures. 

A. 

County  of  Leitrim)  Informations  taken  and  acknowledged  before  me  at  Carrigallen  in  said 
to  wit.  /county,  on  the  20th  day  of  March,  1848,  on  view  of  the  body  of  Patrick 
Mulligan,  then  lying  dead  at  said  place. 

Mary  Quin,  of  Carrigallen,  deposed  ibat  she  knew  the  deceased  for  the  last  12  months ; 
that  on  Saturday,  the  18th,  on  looking  into  Mr.  Irwin’s  corn-kiln,  she  saw  the  deceased 
Patrick  Mulligan  lying  in  the  kiln  pot ; she  called  him  and  he  moaned  but  did  not  answer 
her ; she  then  went  and  told  the  police  what  she  saw  ; she  knew  no  more  about  the  matter. 

John  Cullen,  sub-constable,  deposed,  that  on  Saturday,  the  18lh  instant,  in  consequence  of 
information  which  he  got  from  Mary  Quin,  the  last  witness,  he  went  to  Mr.  Irwin’s  kiln  and 
saw  the  deceased  lying  on  his  face  in  the  ashes;  he  brought  him  out  on  the  road,  and  placed 
him  on  some  straw;  he  appeared  to  be  dying;  constable  then  went  for  Dr.  Taylor,  who  came 
and  administered  such  remedies  as  he  thought  best;  constable  then  brought  the  deceased  back 
into  the  kiln,  where  he  died  in  about  two  hours  afterwards. 

Doctor  Taylor  deposed  to  his  having  known  the  deceased  for  some  time  previous  to  his 
•death;  to  his  having  been  called  on  by  constable  Cullen  to  go  and  see  the.  deceased  a short 
time  before  he  died  ; to  his  having  found  the  deceased  in  a very  weak  state,  suffering  from 
debility  and  exposure  to  the  cold,  which  he  thought  caused  death. 

Alex.  Percy,  Coroner . 


B. 

Copy  of  Depositions  on  oath  taken  before  me  at  Mohill,  on  the  29th  day  of  March,  1848. 

1.  Mr.  John  Story,  relieving  officer  of  the  Carrigallen  relief  district,  being  sworn  on  the 
holy  evangelists,  is  questioned  by  me  : — 

Q.  Did  a person  named  Patrick  Calligan  at  any  time  make  application  to  you  as  relieving 
officer? — A.  Yes;  a lad  about  17  or  18  years  of  age,  whom  I believe  to  be  the  same,  made 
application  to  me  on  the  10th  March. 

Q.  Did  you  give  him  relief,  or  how  did  you  act? — A.  The  lad  asked  me  for  a ticket  to  the 
hospital  at  Carrigallen.  I asked  him  “ was  he  not  afraid  to  go  into  the  hospital,  as  he  did 
not  apear  to  have  fever."  He  said  he  did  not  care  where  he  was  sent  to,  as  he  thought  he  was 
going  to  die.  As  he  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  very  feeble,  I told  him  he  might  have  a 
ticket  of  admission  to  the  workhouse.  He  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  would  rather  have 
admission  to  the  hospital,  as  it  was  nearer  at  hand.  I gave  him  a note  to  Dr.  Taylor,  the 
medical  officer  of  the  temporary  hospital  at  Carrigallen,  worded  thus,  •*  Admit  the  bearer, 
Mulligan,  to  the  hospital,  if  you  think  him  a proper  object  for  it." 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  he  would  be  admitted  to  the  workhouse  if  he  was  not  received  into  the 
hospital  ? — A.  I don’t  remember  that  I told  him  so,  but  I think  he  must  have  been  aware  of 
it.  1 would  certainly  have  given  him  a ticket  of  admission  if  he  had  asked  for  it 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  again  previous  to. his  death? — A.  No;  I never  heard  more  of  him 
until  I received  a note  from  Dr.  Taylor,  saying  that  he  was  lying  in  the  corn-kiln  at  Carri- 
gallen, and  inquiring  what  should  be  done  with  him ; that  at  present  the  constabulary  were 
taking  care  of  nim.  I immediately  sent  back  by  the  bearer  an  order  to  the  storekeeper  at 
Carrigallen  to  send  out  food,  either  meal  or  bread,  to  him ; but  I heard  on  the  second  day 
after  this  that  he  had  died  before  the  food  could  be  sent  to  him.  This  was  on  the  18th 
instant.  Ou  the  20th  instant  I went  to  Carrigallen,  and  there  saw  the  body  of  the  lad  and  a 
woman  named  Mary  Mulligan,  who  was  sitting  by,  told  me  he  was  her  son.  She  is  on  the 
out-door  relief  list,  getting  relief  for  herself  and  four  children  under  14  years  of  age,  since  the 
1st  January.  She  said  something  about  her  son  not*  being  relieved  by  Mr.  Masterson,  whom 
I succeeded  as  relieving  officer,  because  he  was  over  15,  and  that  she  had  found  the  ticket  I 
gave  him  for  the  hospital  on  him. 


* The  expression  “not  being  relieved’’  means  not  getting  out-door  relief.  The  deceased  was  offered 
admission  to  the  workhouse,  but  that  is  never  called  “ relief”  by  the  lower  orders  in  this  country. 

Wm.  R.  H.,  Major, 

T.  P.  L.  I. 

3 M 2 
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Moliill  Union. 


Q.  Did  the  deceased  ever  apply  to  you  previous  to  the  10th  instant? — A.  To  the  best  of  my 
recollection  he  never  did. 

Read  over  to  the  deponent,  and  signed. 


John  Story, 

Relieving  Officer,  Carrigallen  District. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Mohill,  this  29th  day  of  March,  1848. 

Wm.  R.  Halida  v,  Major, 
Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


A true  copy, 

Wm.  R.  Haliday,  Major, 
T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 


Carrigallen,  March  31,  1848. 

2.  Nathaniel  Taylor,  Esq.,  M.D.,  deposes. — I have  known  the  deceased  Patrick  Mulligan 
for  three  or  four  years.  He  had  no  settled  habitation,  and  would  not  live  with  his  parents, 
whom  I knew  also.  He  was  of  very  loose  habits,  and  never  had  any  regular  employment,  but. 
begged  and  pilfered  through  the  country.  On  the  10th  instant  he  came  to  my  house  with  a 
ticket  of  recommendation  from  the  relieving  officer,  Mr.  Story,  but  on  examining  him  I found 
he  had  neither  fever  nor  any  other  epidemic  disease,  and  therefore  told  him  he  could  not  be 
admitted.  He  said  that  he  did  not  care,  but  that  he  wanted  something  to  eat.  Knowing  that, 
his  mother  was  getting  out-door  relief,  which  he  himself  mentioned  to  me,  I did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  tell  him  to  go  back  to  the  relieving  officer.  I heard  no  more  of  him  until  the 
18th  instant,  when  I was  called  on  by  the  constabulary  to  visit  him.  I found  him  lying  on  the 
road,  cold,  and  with  the  muscles  rigid.  I had  some  hot  wine  and  water  administered  to  him, 
thinking  to  cause  a reaction,  but  he  was  too  much  exhausted  to  swallow  it.  Every  attention 
was  paid  to  him,  but  he  died  in  little  more  than  an  hour  afterwards.  I conceive  he  died  of 
general  exhaustion  from  want  of  sufficient  food  and  clothing. 

(Signed)  Nathaniel  Taylor, 

Medical  Officer,  Carrigallen  Temporary 
Fever  Hospital. 


3.  Sub-Constable  John  Cullen  states. — I had  known  the  deceased  Patrick  Mulligan  for 
about  seven  months  ; he  was  of  bad  character,  and  had  been  repeatedly  reported  to  tlie  con- 
stabulary for  acts  of  theft,  and  in  consequence  of  his  character  no  one  would  employ  him,  and 
he  lived  by  begging.  After  I found  him  lying  in  the  corn-kiln  I went  out  for  his  mother,  and 
she  told  me  that  her  son  had  never  slept  more  than  one  night  under  the  same  roof  with  her 
during  the  last  12  months.  Before  his  mother  came  back  with  me  he  bud  been  removed  into 
a warm  part  of  the  kiln-pot,  and  Dr.  Taylor  got  him  wine  and  nourishment,  but  he  was  not 
able  to  take  it,  and  in  less  than  two  hours  after  he  was  found  lying,  he  died. 

(Signed)  John  Cullen,  S.  C. 


4.  Owen  Smyth,  being  duly  sworn,  saith. — I live  near  the  town  of  Carrigallen,  with  my 
mother  ; I knew  the  deceased  Pat  Mulligan ; on  the  day  before  he  died  he  came  to  our  door 
about  noon ; I offered  him  some  stirabout,  but  he  would  not  have  it ; he  seemed  very  sick. 
(Signed)  Owen  Smyth. 

A true  copy. 


31st  March,  1848. 


Wm.  R.  Haliday,  Major, 
T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 


Extract  from  the  Application  and  Report  Book  of  the  Relieving  Officer  for  the  Carrigallen 
Relief  District,  ° 

Name,  Mary  Mulligan  ; widow;  children,  4;  aged  respectively  14  years,  11  years  8 years 
and  5 years ; date  of  application,  10th  Dec.,  147 ; ordered  relief  on  the  16th  do.  Remark 
entered  by  Bernard  Masierson  (then  relieving  officer) “ This  woman  has  also  two  other 
boys  and  a girl  who  are  beyond  her  control.  They  are  represented  as  bad  characters,  and 
would  not  go  to  the  workhouse.” 

w.  R.  H„  Major  T.  P.  L.  I. 
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NENAGH  UNION. 


Captain  Darley  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  18,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Com- 
missioners, the  following  report  on  the  Nenagh  Poor  Law  Union,  and  on  the  state 
and  condition  of  its  workhouse. 

1.  Poverty  and  destitution  exist  throughout  the  Union,  with  but  few  exceptions 
to  a very  alarming  amount;  notwithstanding  that  the  workhouse  is  nearly  full 
and  that  out-of-door  relief  is  afforded  to  those  classes  which  come  under  section 
1st,  10  Viet,  cap  31,  at  the  rate  of  4401.  a- week.  As  yet  no  relief  has  been 
granted  to  the  able-bodied  poor,  but  at  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  yesterday 
Vrai0  W;;S  Pnsse<i'  t0  ,alie  the  preliminary  steps  necessary  to  carry  this  part 
ot  the  law  into  operation;  but  as  the  sealed  letter,  authorizing  the'  Board  to 
■grant  such  relief  will  expire  next  week,  it  will  be  expedient  that  the  Com- 
Eelief  S10uld  lssue  another  5eille[1  °«ler  to  enable  the  Guardians  to  carry  out 

2.  The  rates  are  being  collected  but  very  slowly;  the  collection  of  the  last  week 
n°l  having  amounted  to  one-third  of  the  sum  expended. 

. 1 tIle  several  collectors  before  me,  and  urged  most  strongly  upon  them  the 
imperative  necessity  for  the  most  strenuous  exertions  being  used  on  their  parts  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  the  outstanding  rates ; and  the  Board  passed  a very 
s rmgent  minute  to  the  same  eilect.  I Lope,  therefore,  to  have  this  most  important 
branch  of  the  service  in  a more  satisfactory  state  shortJy. 


TJie  amount  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  yesterday  was 
The  weekly  expense  for  the  workhouse  is 
The  weekly  expense  for  out-of-door  relief  is 
The  balance  of  the  rate  uncollected  is 


f. 

650 

125 

440 

12,400 


3.  It  appears  that,  since  the  time  Mr.  Bayly  was  wounded,  the  Guardians  have 
not  been  as  attentive  to  their  duties  as  they  were  previous  to  that  event ; the 
consequence  of  such  a want  of  attention  is  evident,  especially  in  the  workhouse  ; 
indeed,  there  seems  to  have  been  a want  of  general  superintendence  for  a long 
peuou,  as  on  a reference  to  the  visitors’  book  only  one  entry  appears  by  any  of  the 
visiting  committee  during  the  past  year.  This'  committee  had  been  appointed 
rom  but  they  do  not  appear  to  have  exercised  the  duties  imposed 

uppn  them.  There  was,  therefore,  no  kind  of  check  over  the  officers  of  the  house, 
and  consequently  it  has  been  allowed  to  become  lax  in  discipline,  and  very  slovenly 
in  tlie  manner  of  conducting  its  affairs,  both  as  regards  method  of  arrangement, 
and  want  of  proper  cleanliness.  Sufficient  superintendence  is  here  the  more  in- 
dispensable from  the  facts  of  the  master  and  the  matron  being  man  and  wife,  and 
le  under-master  being  their  son.  Owing  to  a representation  on  this  subject 
having  been  made  some  time  ago  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  the  Board 
came  to  the  resolution  of  appointing  a paid  superintendent  at  a salary  of  60/. 
a-year,  and  advertised  for  candidates  to  fill  this  office,  but  I see  no  good  reason 
why  the  Guardians  should  thus  endeavour  to  abrogate  their  own  duties  and 
responsibilities,  and  encumber  the  Union  with  an  officer  unknown  to  the  law.  I 
leie  ore  saong  y uiged  upon  them  at  their  meeting  yesterday  to  name  a visiting 
committee,  and  promised  to  give  that  committee  every  assistance  in  my  power  to 
correct  abuses,  and  to  put  the  house  in  a proper  state. 

am  appy  to  state,  that  the  Board  met  my  wishes  in  the  most  cordial  manner ; 
an  active  visiting  committee  was  appointed  ; the  consideration  of  the  former  minute 
lespec  mg  e appointment  of  a superintendent  was  postponed  for  two  months,  and 
1 have  no  doubt  whatever  but  that  the  workhouse  will  be  in  a creditable  state 
before  long.  On  Wednesday,  I mustered  all  the  paupers  in  the  house,  and  in  the 
supplementary  house.  The  number  in  the  former  I found  to  be  1239,  and  in  the 
a ei  , ley  seemed  to  be  peaceable  and  contented  with  their  lot,  no  complaints 
having  been  made.  r 

4.  The  workhouse  hospital,  which.  I also  visited,  is  very  much  crowded  with 
patients,  there  being  196  cases  under  medical  treatment ; about  1 3 per  cent,  on 
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the  number  of  inmates.  The  prevalent  diseases  are  fever  and.  dysentery,  but  not 
of  a malignant  type  ; and  small-pox  and  measles  prevail  to  some  extent  amongst 
the  children. 

The  Commissioners  are  aware  that  a capital  additional  hospital  has  been  built 
on  the  workhouse  premises,  and  only  awaits  the  inspection  of  their  architect,  in 
order  that  the  contractor  may  give  over  possession  of  it  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians. 

The  medical  officer  agrees  with  me  in  thinking,  that  if  good  fires  were  kept 
lighted  in  this  hospital,  it  would  be  sufficiently  dry  to  receive  patients  in  a fort- 
night, at  least  on  the  upper  and  middle  floors  ; but  the  Board  will  not,  of  course, 
make  any  order  on  the  subject  until  they  obtain  the  possession  of  it,  and  I would 
respectfully  request  of  the  Commissioners  to  direct  their  architect  to  inspect  the 
building  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  in  order  that  it  may  be  made  available  for 
the  speedy  accommodation  of  the  sick  poor. 

I beg  leave  to  add  that  the  whole  of  the  Union  is  at  present  peaceable,  as  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  outrage  having  been  committed  in  this  district  since  my 
arrival  in  it. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — Feb'uary  23,  1848. 

As  regards  the  collection  of  the  rates,  the  Commissioners  rely  upon  your 
stimulating  the  collectors  to  exertion,  and  using  every  means  in  your  power  to 
have  the  collection  vigorously  carried  forward.  The  small  balance  in  the 
treasurer’s  hands,  and  the  large  weekly  expenditure,  render  this  a matter  of  the 
most  pressing  and  urgent  importance ; and  the  Commissioners  request  you  will 
report  specially  to  them,  should  you  have  reason  to  consider  that  any  of  the 
collectors,  through  neglect  or  inefficiency,  or  from  any  other  cause,  are  not  making 
such  exertions  to  procure  payment  of  the  rate  as  might  fairly  be  expected  from 
them. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  learn  from  your  report,  that  the  state  of  the  house, 
in  regard  to  discipline  and  management,  is  so  unsatisfactory.  The  appointment  of 
a paid  superintendent  to  which  you  refer  as  being  contemplated  by  the  Guardians 
had  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners  previously  to  the  receipt 
of  your  report,  and  they  had  objected  to  such  an  appointment  on  the  ground  that 
the  duties  which  the  Guardians  proposed  should  he  performed  by  that  officer, 
belong  to  the  master  of  the  workhouse  and  the  visiting  committee.  The  Com- 
missioners trust,  however,  that  the  steps  taken  by  you  will  have  the  effect  which 
you  anticipate,  and  will  he  the  means  of  bringing  the  workhouse  into  a creditable 
state  before  long. 

. The  Commissioners  have  forwarded  an  extract  from  your  report  in  regard  to  the 

inspection  of  the  new  fever  ward  to  their  architect. 


Captain  Darley  to  the  Commissioners: — February  19,  1848. 

• +l  at  rePilyTT°  y°urTIfttei'of  the  instant,  relative  to  the  out-of-door  relief 

in  the  Nenagh  Union,  I beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the 

Sr^poTefor  one  ‘°  ^ 

day  last,^  cm  the  sufrjeetf  °f  ^ B-  °f  1— * » 

Enclosure. 

. , February  17,  1848. 

Resolved,- That  as  the  sealed  order  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  of  23rd  Decem- 
ber, for  giving  out-door  relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Trish  P™,. 

for  tlie  period  of  two  months  is  about  to  expire  that  the  Pnnr  T n -6  ^ Extension  Act, 
to  issue  another  order  for  one  month,  to  commence  and  take  °"®rs,b®  requested 

which  day  the  previous  order  5 °" 

that  they  should  be  empowered  to  give  relief  under  the  2nd  « * expedient 

doners  be  requested  to  forward  sue!  order  to  ***  ‘he 

John  Bayly,  Chairman. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  22,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  will  issue  the  order  by  to- 
morrow night’s  post. 


Captain  Darley  to  the  Commissioners: — February  25,  1848. 


I have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  my  second  report  on  the  Nenagh 
Union,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners. 

1.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  decided  steps  were  taken 
to  commence  the  out-of-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor.  A contract  was  taken 
to  supply  the  several  districts  in  the  Union  with  Indian  meal,  at  91  per  ton  for 
one  month,  which  sum  is  to  cover  the  cost  of  distribution.  Overseers  have  been 
appointed  to  superintend  the  breaking  of  stones  ; and  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the 
Board  is  appointed  to  be  held  on  Saturday  the  26th  instant,  to  make  final  arrange- 
ments. I pressed  on  the  Board  the  utility  of  issuing  the  rations  in  cooked  food, 
but  although  they  did  not  positively  object  to  that  most  salutary  measure,  they 
foresaw  so  many  difficulties  in  carrying  it  into  operation  that  the  consideration  of 
it  has  been  postponed  at  present ; and  as  a great  point  has  been  gained  by  the 
resolution  to  issue  relief  in  kind  instead  of  in  money,  which  has  been  the  mode 
followed  heretofore,  I did  not  press  it  imperatively,  hoping  by-and-bye  to  convince 
them  of  the  practicability  of  cooking  the  rations,  of  the  economy  of  doing  so,  and 
of  the  great  benefit  the  poor  will  derive  from  the  practice ; there  is,  perhaps  more 
difficulty  in  persuading  the  Guardians  of  this  Union  of  these  facts,  because  during 
the  relief  operations  of  last  year  the  cooking  of  food  was  not  adopted  in  the  Union 
although  several  of  the  electoral  divisions  went  to  the  expense  of  setting  up  boilers 
which  were  afterwards  never  used. 

2.  The  collection  of  the'rates  has  not  been  satisfactory  during  the  past  week, 
and  I again  urged  upon  the  collectors  the  necessity  for  more  exertion  on  their 
parts ; the  Board  has  likewise  taken  very  determined  steps  in  this  matter,  having 
given  directions  that  the  names  of  the  10  highest  rate-payers  who  are  defaulters 
should  be  laid  before  the  Board  at  each  day  of  meeting,  and  came  to  the  resolution 
to  report  to  the  Commissioners  any  collector  who  did  not  use  his  utmost  exertions 
to  get  in  the  outstanding  rates. 


Amount  of  rates  collected  during  the  week 
Do.  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  . 

Expense  of  house  in  the  week 

Do.  of  out-of-door  so  far  as  known 
Balance  of  rate  uncollected 


£.  s.  d. 
724  1 10 
820  5 3 
126  4 5£ 
349  16  6 
. 11,703  15  11 


3.  I attended  on  Monday  with  the  Visiting  Committee,  and  made  a strict 
inspection  of  the  house  and  of  the  accounts.  There  is  already  a marked  improve- 
ment in  the  house ; and  the  books  appear  regular ; but  it  will  require  the  vigilant 
superintendence  of  the  Visiting  Committee  to  check  any  wasteful  expediture  of  the 
stores.  The  Committee  recommend  some  alterations  and  arrangements  for  this 
object,  and  also  respecting  a better  classification,  which  have  been  sanctioned  by 


the  Board. 

Number  of  paupers  in  the  house  . . . 994 

Do.  in  the  hospital  . . . . . 199 

Do.  in  the  auxiliary  house.  . . . 310 

Total  . . 1,503 


Hence  it  will  appear  that  there  are  nearly  100  vacancies  in  the  house ; and  I 
recommend  the  Board  to  keep  these  open  as  a test  of  destitution  for  the  able-bodied 
poor. 

4.  The  workhouse  hospital  is  still  much  over-crowded,  which  the  medical  officer 
imputes  to  the  severity  of  the  weather,  and  the  want  of  proper  food  and  clothing 
the  paupers  are  subject  to,  previous  to  entering  the  house ; the  diseases  are  not  of 
a virulent  character. 

5.  By  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me,  acknowledging 
the  reception  of  my  first  report,  I am  glad  to  hear  the  Commissioners  have  called 
the  attention  of  their  architect  to  the  new  hospital,  as  until  he  shall  make  his 


Nenagh  Union. 
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Nenagh  Union,  inspection  of  it,  the  Board  can  take  no  steps  to  have  it  prepared  for  the  use  of  the 
sick  poor.  ... 

I shall  conclude  this  report  by  stating  that  peace  is  generally  maintained 
throughout  the  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  6,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  report  dated  the 
25th  ultimo,  relative  to  Nenagh  Union,  the  answer  to  which  has  been  accidentally 
delayed.  The  principal  matters  adverted  to  in  your  report  have  however  already 
received  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners,  having  been  brought  under  their 
notice  by  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  and  your  observations  thereon. 

The  Commissioners  rely  upon  your  exertions  in  endeavouring  to  convince  the 
Guardians  of  the  advantages  of  issuing  the  food  in  a cooked  state,  and  in  inducing 
them  to  adopt  the  system  of  administering  relief  under  the  Commissioners’  Order 
in  cooked  food,  it  being  as  the  Commissioners  have  already  explained  to  the 
Guardians,  illegal  to  issue  the  food  in  any  other  state,  when  it  is  practicable  to 
issue  it  cooked. 

With  reference  to  your  observation  that  you  did  not  further  press  the  point,  as 
a great  point  had  been  gained  by  the  resolution  to  issue  relief  in  kind  instead  of 
money,  which  had  beenthe  mode  previously  followed;  the  Commissioners  desire 
to  observe  that  to  the  classes  of  destitute  poor  coming  within  the  provisions  of  the 
1st  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  relief  may  be  legally  afforded  in 
money  in  any  case  in  which  the  Guardians  in  the  exercise  of  their  discretion  may 
think  it  expedient  to  give  relief  in  that  way ; and  the  Commissioners  have  not 
issued  any  regulation  which  would  limit  or  interfere  with  the  discretion  of  the 
Guardians  in  this  respect.  As  regards  the  administration  of  relief  under  the  2nd 
section  however,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  point  out  that  relief  to  persons 
under  the  authority  of  an  order  of  the  Commissioners  issued  in  pursuance  of  that 
section  cannot  under  any  circumstances  be  legally  given  in  money,  and  if  it  were 
so  given,  the  amount  would  be  recoverable  under  the  28th  section  of  the  Irish 
Relief  Extension  Act,  from  the  parties  who  gave  it.  The  Commissioners  under- 
stand, however,  that  no  relief  whatever  has  yet  been  given  in  Nenagh  Union  under 
the  authority  of  their  order,  and  that  the  out-door  relief  has  been  coniined 
exclusively  to  persons  coming  within  the  1st  section ; they  will  feel  obliged  to  you 
to  inform  them  whether  such  is  the  fact. 


Captain  Darley  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  3,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  send  you  my  third  report  on  the  Nenagh  Union, 
for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  viz. : — 

1.  On  revising  the  relief  lists  of  the  impotent  poor,  the  grossest  abuses  were 
found  to  exist,  by  persons  having  been  placed  on  them  who  are  in  nowise 
entitled  to  relief,  many  of  them  being  in  actual  employment  and  receiving 
wages,  whilst  numbers  of  able-bodied  persons  have  been  included  amongst  the 
impotent  poor.  I am  using  every  exertion  to  correct  these  abuses,  and  to  cause 
the  relief  lists  to  be  what  they  are  really  intended  to  be.  The  poor-house  not 
being  full  is  kept  as  a test  of  destitution  for  the  able-bodied  poor,  as  I have 
induced  the  Guardians  not  to  give  any  relief  outside,  until  the  house  shall  be 
full.  Lists  of  all  persons  receiving  out-of-door  relief  have  been  printed,  and 
posted  in  the  several  localities,  from  which  great  benefit  has  already  accrued. 

There  is  a great  want  of  employment  existing  generally  throughout  the 
Union,  and  I see  but  little  prospect  of  much  increase  during  the  spring. 

2.  The  collection  of  the  rates  is  going  on  but  slowly.  The  collectors,  how- 
ever, now  seem  to  be  aware  that  their  duties  must  be  done,  and  are  exerting 
themselves  accordingly. 

£.  s.  d. 

Amount  of  rates  collected  in  the  week  . 493  5 0 

Amount  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  . I,  M2  13  4. 

Amount  outstanding  . . ' . ' 11,210  10  11 

Expense  of  workhouse  for  the  week  . . ' 123  10  1* 

Expense  for  out-of-door  relief  . . . 420  0 0 

3.  The  house  begins  to  assume  a decent  appearance,  both  as  regards  clean- 
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liness  and  regularity.  I have  persuaded  the  Board  to  set  the  paupers  to  works 
of  utility,  and  I hope  soon  to  see  general  industry  prevailing  where  scarcely 
anything  but  idleness  was  found.  I am  happy  to  state  that  I am  assisted  in 
every  way  by  the  Board  in  general,  and  by  the  visiting  committee  in  par- 
ticular.  1 


Number  of  paupers  in  the  house  . 

980 

Number  in  auxiliary  house  . 

298 

Number  in  the  hospital 

223 

4.  The  hospital  still  continues  crowded,  hut  I trust  the  improvement  we  may- 
now  expect  to  take  place  in  the  weather  will  have  its  due  effect  in  reducing 
the  numbers  on  the  sick  list.  I find  that  your  architect  has  written  to  the  clerk 
of  the  Union,  to  say  he  will  soon  inspect  the  new  hospital. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  7,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  statement  as  to  the  abuses  which  have  been 
found  to  exist  on  revising  the  relief  list,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners 
to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  state  your  opinion  fully  in  regard  to 
the  conduct  of  the  several  relieving  officers,  as  shown  by  the  abuses  to  which 
you  refer.  The  determination  to  keep  the  workhouse  as  a test  for  the  able- 
bodied,  and  withholding  out-door  relief  to  that  class  while  there  is  room  in  the 
workhouse,  is  quite  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  Commissioners ; and 
they  suggest  that  you  should  strongly  urge  upon  the  Guardians  the  propriety 
of  discharging  from  the  workhouse  on  sufficient  out-door  allowances  all  such 
of  the  present  inmates  as  can  safely  be  removed,  and  as  may  legally  be  allowed 
out-door  relief  under  the  1st  section.  The  Commissioners  observed  by  the  last 
return  that  there  were  in  the  workhouse  on  Saturday,  the  26th  February,  186 
aged  and  infirm  males,  and  223  aged  and  infirm  females. 


Captain  Darley  to  the  Commissioned  : — March  8,  1848. 

In  reply  to  the  last  paragraph  of  your  let+c*  of  the  6th  instant,  viz., 
“ the  Commissioners  understand,  however,  that  D'.  relief  whatever  has  yet  been 
“ given  in  Nenagh  Union,  under  the  authority  of  their  order,  and  that  the  out- 
“ door  relief  has  been  confined  exclusively  to  persons  coming  within  the  1st 
“ section.  They  will  feel  obliged  to  you  to  inform  them  whether  such  is  the 
“ fact.” 

I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  such  would  appear  to  be  the  fact,  and  yet  there  is  nothing  more  remote 
from  the  truth,  for  the  fact  is,  that  nearly  the  entire  poor  population  of  the 
Union,  able-bodied  as  well  as  the  impotent  were  receiving  out-door  relief,  and 
all  classed  under  the  1st  section.  Ever  since  my  arrival  here  I have  been 
labouring  to  correct  such  a flagrant  abuse ; much  has  been  done,  but  a great 
deal  remains  yet  to  be  done  to  effect  this,  and  I have  repeatedly  called  on  the 
Guardians  and  the  rate-payers  to  assist  me  in  revising  the  lists.  In  the  electoral 
division  of  Nenagh,  great  numbers  have  been  struck  off  the  list  of  impotent 
persons,  and  have  been  set  to  work  at  stone-breaking ; the  house  is  kept  open 
as  far  as  its  means  will  afford,  as  a test  for  the  able-bodied  of  the  more  distant 
divisions,  over  whom  there  cannot  be  so  good  a control,  but  I think  that  stone- 
breaking will  become  general  during  the  week.  The  mass  of  destitution  in 
the  Union  is  indeed  appalling. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — March  13,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  having  received  a report  from  their  temporary 
Inspector,  Captain  Darley,  from  which  it  appeared  that  out-door  relief  had 
been  administered  in  Nenagh  Union  exclusively  in  money,  but  that  the 
Guardians  were  then  about  to  issue  relief  in  food,  deemed  it  right  to  inquire 
whether  such  out-door  relief  had  been  confined  exclusively  to  persons  coming 
within  the  1st  section  of  the  Act,  as  the  Guardians  had  received  from  the 
Commissioners  an  authority  to  administer  relief  for  a limited  period  under  the 

3 N 
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2nd  section,  and  relief  in  money  to  persons  not  coming  within  the  provisions 
of  the  1st  section  would  be  illegal. 

Captain  Darley  has  informed  the  Commissioners  in  reply,  that  nearly  the 
entire  poor  population  of  the  Union,  able-bodied  as  well  as  the  impotent,  have 
been  receiving  out-door  relief,  and  all  classed  under  the  1st  section.  I-Ie  states 
however,  that  lie  has  been  labouring  to  correct  this,  and  that  much  has  already 
been  done,  but  that  a great  deal  remains  to  do — that  he  has  repeatedly  called 
upon  the  Guardians  and  rate-payers  to  assist  him  in  revising  the  lists,  and  that 
in  the  electoral  division  of  Nenagh,  great  numbers  have  been  struck  off  the 
list  of  impotent  persons,  and  have  been  set  to  work  at  stone-breaking. 

The  Commissioners  regard  this  statement  as  one  deeply  affecting  the  conduct 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Nenagh  Union.  The  Legislature  has  imposed 
upon  them  certain  duties,  and  invested  them  with  certain  powers  for  the  dis- 
charge of  those  duties.  By  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act, 
they  are  authorized  and  empowered  to  make  due  provision  for  the  relief  of 
destitute  poor  persons  of  the  following  classes,  viz. : — 

1.  Persons  permanently  disabled  from  labour  by  reason  of  old  age,  infirmity, 
or  bodily  or  mental  defect. 

2.  P ersons  who  being  disabled  from  labour  by  reason  of  severe  sickness  or 
serious  accident,  are  thereby  deprived  of  the  means  of  earning  a subsistence 
for  themselves  and  their  families,  whom  they  are  liable  by  law  to  maintain. 

3.  Widows  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent  upon  them. 

By  the  2nd  section,  the  Guardians  are  required  on  receiving  an  order  under 

the  seal  of  the  Commissioners,  to  make  provision  for  the  relief  of  destitute 
poor  persons  not  being  persons  of  the  classes  above  mentioned,  but  the  section 
expressly  provides,  that  all  relief  given  out  of  the  workhouse  to  able-bodied 
persons,  except  in  cases  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity,  shall  be  given  in  food 
only.  The  Commissioners  have  issued  an  order  under  this  section,  and  have 
prescribed  certain  regulations  for  the  administration  of  such  relief. 

It  now  appears,  however,  from  Captain  Darley's  statement,  that  the  Com- 
missioners regulations  have  been  disregarded,  and  that  relief  has  been  admi- 
mstered  by  the  Guardians  in  a manner  contrary  to  the  express  provisions  of  the 
Act  oi  Parliament. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  has  appeared  to  the  Commissioners  that  thev 
would  be  justified  m considering  that  through  the  default  of  the  Guardians,  the 
duties  of  the  Board  have  not  been  duly  and  effectually  discharged  according  to 
the  intention  of  the  Act,  and  that  in  this  case  therefore  they  would  be  ivar- 
ranted  m exercising  the  powers  given  to  them  by  the  18th  section  of  the  Act ; 
but  as  the  Commissioners  understand  that  relief  in  money  has  been  now  dis- 
SS"  ^ thC  &u"di“s  are,  told"g  “toe  steps  in  conjunction  with 
xf’ t0  fe“°ye  the  irregularities  and  abuses  which  have  hitherto 
prevailed  m Nenagh  Union,  m regard  to  the  administration  of  out-door  relief 
the  Conumssioners  do  not  propose  on  the  present  occasion  to  resort  to  their 
the  so™  41SS0J™S  the  B?a4  ™d  appointing  paid  officers  in  their  place.  At 

whiobT  heJ  d-ee-m  11  ]'lght  t0  adi  that  as  much  of  the  out-door  relief 
which  has  been  administered  in  Nenagh  Union,  has  been  administered  in  a 
mannei  contrary  to  law,  it  will  be  for  the  consideration  of  the  auditor 
whether  m the  discharge  of  his  duty  he  should  not  disallow  such  ille°-al  relief 
Smhiistered  against  the  parties  on  whose  responsibility  it  wa^ 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Mathew,  Auditor  -.—March  15,  1848. 

a copy  If  Itter^rhiMi  9,omini.ssyoners  tb  forward  for  your  information, 
Guarfians  of  NeuLh^  h We  addressed  to  the  Board  of 

that  UMm  ® D 1 ° the  a£hnhiistration  of  out-door  relief  in 


Captain  Darley  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  10  1848 
Union  IX  f°Mth  rePOTt  0n  ‘he  N“* 

o'reat  abuses^wbirb^I.118  ^e^ers  I have  bad  occasion  to  remark  upon  the 
° abuses  which  have  been  tolerated  throughout  the  Union,  with  but  few 
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exceptions.  As  such  I will  mention  the  electoral  divisions  of  Clogprior  and 
Lisbunny.  In  the  former  Mr.  William  Waller,  and  in  the  latter  the  Messrs. 
Baily,  have  exerted  themselves  with  great  zeal  by  giving  employment  to  the 
people,  and  in  the  prevention  of  abuses.  In  the  rest  of  the  entire  Union 
wholesale  frauds  have  been  permitted  by  placing  persons  on  the  relief  lists, 
the  able-bodied  amongst  the  impotent  poor,  and,  in  many  instances,  by  placing 
persons  who  have  property  in  land  and  cattle  on  these  lists.  To  remedy  this 
monstrous  evil  has  cost  me  already  much  time ; but  from  my  total  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  people  so  placed  on  these  lists  the  work  is  not  yet  half  done. 
Several  of  the  Guardians  and  rate-payers  are  now  determined  to  purge  the 
lists. 

2.  It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  report  specially  on  the  relieving  officers,  as 
it  will  immediately  occur  to  the  Commissioners  that  such  a system  as  I have 
described  above  could  not  have  gone  on  without  their  concurrence. 

These  officers  were  chosen,  not  from  their  capabilities,  nor  from  their 
previous  knowledge  of  business,  nor  from  their  respectability,  but  from  the 
influence  they  possessed  with  the  majority  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  (the 
rural  Guardians),  who  voted  for  their  relatives  and  friends,  quite  irrespective 
of  fitness  and  qualification  for  the  office.  The  consequence  of  such  has  now 
become  apparent.  So  long  as  the  loose  system  was  allowed  to  place  all  who 
applied  on  the  relief  list  (the  impotent  list),  and  that  money  was  the  medium 
of  relief  granted,  matters  went  on  somewhat  smoothly ; but  so  soon  as  they 
were  called  upon  to  revise  the  lists,  and  to  distinguish  between  the  classes  in 
sections  1 and  2,  and  to  administer  the  relief  in  food,  they  were  generally 
found  to  be  unequal  to  the  task ; so  much  so,  that  the  clerk  of  the  Union  now 
finds  it  impossible  to  get  them  to  bring  in  their  accounts  in  order  to  have 
them  checked ; and  he  is  thereby  unable  to  comply  with  the  Commissioners’ 
instructions,  by  properly  filling  up  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

That  the  relieving  officers  were  perfectly  aware  of  the  existence  of  these 
abuses  there  is  no  doubt ; indeed  they  generally  admitted  the  fact  to  me.  They 
seem  to  have  been  induced  to  sanction  those  improprieties  in  some  cases  through 
favour,  and  in  others  from  intimidation,  or  other  undue  influence. 

But  whilst  I write  in  condemnation,  I am  also  bound  to  add  any  mitigating 
circumstances  which  may  appear  ; and  I would  here  most  respectfully  submit, 
that  in  my  humble  opinion  the  districts  assigned  to  each  relieving  officer  are  a 
great  deal  too  extensive,  which  makes  it  impossible  for  him  to  perform  his 
duty  with  strict  integrity  ; and,  therefore,  he  reports  many  cases  of  destitution 
upon  mere  representation  made  to  him,  without  examination  into  the  real 
merits  of  each  individual  case,  thereby  permitting  numberless  abuses  to  creep 
in.  Again,  every  relieving  officer  is  required  to  attend  at  the  Union-house  two 
days  in  each  week,  and  the  clerk  requires  his  attendance  on  another  day  to 
check  Ills  accounts.  Thus  fully  one-half  of  his  time  is  taken  from  the  duties 
of  his  district,  and  the  remaining  half  is  not  sufficient  to  perform  those  duties 
effectively,  where  they  lie  over  such  an  extended  surface.  In  prosperous  times 
these  causes  of  complaint  would  be  futile ; but  when  it  is  considered  that 
almost  the  entire  rural  population  of  the  Union  is  in  a state  of  destitution  they 
become  real  causes  of  difficulty.  The  numbers  to  whom  relief  was  granted 
during  the  last  week  in  and  out  of  the  house  amounted  to  nearly  12,000 
persons,  and  I greatly  fear  that  this  vast  number  will  be  increased  during  the 
present  wreek.  I am  now  obliged  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  the  names  of 
three  of  the  relieving  officers,  who  are,  in  my  opinion,  so  incapable  of  rightly 
performing  their  duties  that  I would  recommend  their  immediate  dismissal, 
viz.,  James  M'Grath,  of  No.  3 ; Michael  Plogan,  of  No.  8 ; and  Michael  Hogan, 
of  No.  9 districts ; the  remaining  officers  may  be  still  further  tested,  and  there 
are  some  of  them  who  are  very  efficient  men,  if  properly  urged  and  kept  at 
their  work. 

The  house  is  now  nearly  full,  and  stone-breaking  has  commenced  in  most  of 
the  electoral  divisions. 

I shall  not  fail  to  bring  before  the  Visiting  Committee,  and  through  them 
the  Board,  the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners,  as  expressed  to  me  in 
your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  respecting  the  “ discharging  from  the  workhouse 
on  sufficient  out-door  relief,  all  such  of  the  present  inmates  as  can  safely  be 
removed,  and  as  may  be  legally  allowed  out-door  relief  under  .the  1st  section,” 
in  order  to  make  room  in  the  house  for  the  able-bodied  poor. 

3 N 2 
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4.  The  collection  of  the  rates  is  in  due  progress,  but  not  so  satisfactorily  as 
could  be  -wished. 


£.  s.  d. 

Amount  collected  last  week  . . . 523  12  7 

In  hands  of  treasurer  ....  1,321  18  9 

Amount  uncollected  ....  10,686  18  4 


5.  The  new  hospital  has  been  taken  up  from  the  contractor  by  the  Board, 
and  orders  given  to  have  the  building  insured,  and  to  have  it  properly  aired 
for  the  reception  of  patients ; and  I hope  shortly  to  see  it  occupied,  which  will 
greatly  relieve  the  present  over-crowded  state  of  the  sick  wards. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  14,  1848. 


With  reference  to  your  statement  in  regard  to  the  placing  improper 
objects  on  the  lists  for  out-door  relief,  I am  directed  to  refer  you  to  the  letter 
which  the  Commissioners  addressed  to  the  Guardians  on  the  13th  instant,  a 
copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 

In  regard  to  the  relieving  officers  the  Commissioners  request  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  acquaint  them  with  special  facts  concerning  each  of  the  relieving 
officers  whom  you  deem  unfit  for  their  office.  The  Commissioners  will  then 
communicate  with  each  of  such  officers,  and  will  formally  dismiss  any  one 
whose  answer  is  not  satisfactory. 

In  regard  to  the  size  of  the  relieving  officers’  districts,  the  Commissioners 
desire  to  state,  that  they  were  originally  constituted  solely  in  reference  to  out- 
door relief,  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  that  it 
was  always  intended  to  increase  the  number  when  out-door  relief  became 
requisite  for  able-bodied  men. 


As  you  have  been  appointed  specially  Inspector  of  Nenagh  Union,  the  Com- 
missioners  request  you  to  report  as  to  the  new  distribution  of  districts,  and  the 
additional  number  of  relieving  officers  which  you  would  recommend,  in  order 
to  ensure  the  due  administration  of  relief  to  the  destitute  in  conformity  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts. 


Captain  Darley  to  the  Commissioners: — March  17,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  and  to  the  second  and 
last  paragraphs  of  it  I beg  to  report  that  James  Magrath,  of  No.  3.  district  in 

maV:eekr,;mg  the  5tn.af.d  12t“  Febr“ary  M sent  in  his  returns  so  incorrectly 
made  up  that  he  was  specially  censured  by  the  Board,  as  entered  on  their  minutes 
of  those  dates  ; that  on  the  4th  March  he  did  not  attend,  and  made  no  return 
he  l°s  t le  March  he  was  absent,  and  made  no  return;  and  that  yesterday 
he  was  absent,  and  was  specially  reported  by  the  Board  for  neglect  of  duty.  Y 
th/?tb  ^,lchael  HoSan.  of  No-  8 district,  made  no  return  for  the  week  ending 
‘“’u*  Febr““y.  oor  did  he  attend  to  haye  his  accounts  checked;  that  in  thf 
March  h'”8  4*  ¥al'cl  hiC  made  “°  retum  and  was  absent;  that  on  the  11th 

hy  the  bS  * ”°  “ W“  abSeM ; and  °n  the  1 6th  was  sPecially  reported 

9fithhp  ?*icllael  H°ga».  of  No.  9 district,  made  no  return  for  the  week  ending  the 

hedidnoSm^ 

These  are  some  facts  respecting  these  relieving  officers,  and  their  general  mode 
f w-.laCt™S  busmess  18  slovenly  and  most  unsatisfactory. 

hnsn?  sss?  St  '2  sfssst 

by  this  that  it  is  proposed  to  add  three  additions/  relieving  ofa^i^/e™  nira 
which  I apprehend  will  he  sufficient  to  carry  out  the  law  with  effect. 
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Proposed  New  Districts  for  Relieving  Officers — Nenagh  Union. 


Districts. 

Divisions. 

Population  in 
1841. 

Observations. 

No.  1.  j 

M 

I 

M 

I 

6.j 

’■{ 

8. 

10.  { 

M 

!,{ 

*Nenagh 
Lisbunny  . 
Youghall  . 
Castletown 
Templekelly 
Kilmastulla 
Kilcomenty 
Newport  . 
Killoscully 
Kilneratb  . 
Kilmore 
Burgessbeg 
Dolla  .... 
Templederry  . 
Annameadle 
Ballymackey  . 
Kilruane  . 
Burrisokane 
Terryglass  . 
Ardcroney  . 
Cloughjordan  . 
Knigli  .... 
Cloughprior  . . 

Kilbarron  . 

| 14,089 
f 7,869 
f 6,305 
| 7,780 
J 6,485 
| 7,920 
| 5,582 

5,819 
| 6,162 
J 6,128 

5,691 
| 7,302 

* This  district  is  larger  than  the 
others,  but  Lisbunny  is  light,  as  the 
people  are  better  employed  and  better 
off  in  it ; the  rest  of  the  district  can 
be  managed  by  one  officer. 

Nenagh,  March  17,  184S.  A.  Darley,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Reply  to  tlie  foregoing: — March  22,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  I7th  instant  relative  to  the  conduct  of  three  relieving  officers  in  the 
Nenagh  Union,  and  I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  called  on 
the  relieving  officers  in  question  to  send  in  their  resignation. 

With  reference  to  the  plan  forwarded  by  you  for  a new  arrangement  of  the 
relief  districts,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  relieving 
officers,  I am  directed  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  written  to  the  Board 
of  Guardians  approving  the  arrangement ; and  the  Commissioners  request  that  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  confer  with  the  Guardians  as  to  the  salaries  to  be  allowed 
under  the  new  arrangement ; and  in  doing  so  the  Commissioners  wish  you  to  bear 
in  mind  the  general  views  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject,  as  stated  in  their 
circular  of  16th  of  July,  a copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Darley: — March  15,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of 
a constabulary  report,  which  has  been  transmitted  to  them  by  the  Under  Secretary, 
relative  to  the  death  of  Patrick  Hayden,  at  Cloughjordan,  in  Nenagh  Union,  and 
I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  Commis- 
sioners on  the  subject 

Enclosure. 

Nenagh  Union.  County  of  Tipperary,  W.  JR. 

Cloughjordan,  March  9,  1848. 

On  the  7th  instant  Patrick  Hayden  died  of  extreme  want : an  inquest  was  held  and  a 
verdict  returned,  that  deceased  died  from  actual  starvation.  The  condition  of  this  family,  six 
in  number,  is  truly  awful. 

Patrick  Bourke,  Head  Constable. 

Inspector-  General, 

Sfc.  8pc.  frc.  


Captain  Darley  to  the  Commissioners  in  reply : — March  20,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  enclosing  a copy  of  the  consta- 
bulary report  relative  to  the  death  of  Patrick  Hayden,  at  Cloughjordan,  from  star- 


Nenagh  Union. 
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Nenagh  Union,  vation,  I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissone  rs 
— that  the  father  of  the  said  Hayden,  also  named  Patrick,  holds  four  acres  of  land, 
and  told  the  relieving  officer  of  that  district  he  would  sooner  starve  than  give  up 
his  land.  The  deceased  was  a child  of  from  five  to  six  years  of  age. 


Captain  Darlet  to  the  Commissioners: — March  17,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  calling  upon  me  to  report  to  the 
Commissioners,  “whether the  state  of  the  Union  is  such  that  the  provisions  of  the 
accompanying  order  to  Listowel  Union  could  be  carried  into  effect,’  &c.,  I yester- 
day brought  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  order  to  Listowel  Union  under  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  when  they  unanimously  agreed  in  thinking 
that  it  could  not  be  carried  out  in  the  Nenagh  Union'  at  present ; and  I beg  leave 
to  add  that  my  own  observation  of  these  cases  causes, me  to  coincide  with  the 
opinion  of  the  Guardians. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March-22,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  an 
extension  of  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  Nenagh 
Union  until  the  1st  of  April. 


Captain  Dakley  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  17,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  my  fifth  report  on  the  Nenagh 
Union,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  viz. : — 

1.  The  relief  lists  have  been  arranged  in  some  degree  of  form,  so  as  to 
distinguish  between  the  classes  under  the  first  and  second  sections. 

Stone-breaking  has  become  general  throughout  the  Union ; hut  until  entirely 
new  lists  can  be  made  out,  it  will  he  impossible  to  have  matters  satisfactorily 
put  in  order.  This  will  he  commenced  immediately  after  the  25th  instant, 
when  new  books  will  be  had ; and  then  I hope  to  see  the  relief  lists  fairly 
representing  the  different  classes  of  the  destitute  poor. 

2.  The  workhouse  is  now  full;  but  great  difficulty  arose  on  the  sudden 
admission  of  upwards  of  100  inmates,  from  the  circumstance  of  there  being  no 
ready  supply  of  clothing  in  the  house.  To  meet  this  emergency  the  Guardians 
have  been  obliged  to  take  ready-made  clothes  by  contract ; but  in  future  the 
supply  must  be  made  up  in  the  house.  Ten  additional  boys  have  been  put 
under  the  tailor  for  instruction  in  that  trade,  and  the  same  number  under  the 
shoemaker,  by  which  means  the  supplies  can  be  kept  equal  to  the  demand. 

The  internal  management  of  the  house  goes  on  with  regularity,  and  the 
inmates  are  well  conducted  generally. 

3.  Yesterday  I laid  before  the  Board  of  Guardians  your  letter  of  the  7th 
instant,  respecting  the  emigration  of  young  persons  to  South  Australia,  and  the 
Board  have  directed  lists  of  the  names  of  such  to  be  made  out,  when  they  will 
be  forwarded  to  you. 

4.  I also  again  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  the  necessity  of  cooking 
~the  food  for  the  out-door  relief,  and  laid  before  them  your  letter,  enclosing 
Captain  Wynne’s  mode  of  making  bread.  The  Board  acquiesced  in  the 
advantage  of  the  plan;  but  I find  it  almost  impossible  to  urge  them  to  take 
the  matter  up  actively,  as  it  is  still  longer  deferred,  and  contracts  have  been 
entered  into  for  the  supply  of  Indian  meal  for  another  month.  The  want  of  a 
regular  Chairman  of  the  Board  is  sorely  felt,  as  no  single  Chairman  ever  goes 
through  the  business  of  the  day.  The  attendance  of  the  Guardians  is  very 
uncertain,  and  always  too  late,  a Board  seldom  being  formed  before  half-past 
12  or  1 o clock,  and  then  the  business  is  hurried  over  without  due  regard  to  its 
great  importance. 

I hope,  however,  after  the  new  elections  of  Guardians  on  the  25th  instant, 
that  an  efficient.  Chairman  may  be  selected ; hut  unless  the  Guardians  assemble 
early,  the  conducting  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union  in  a business-like  manner  will 
he  hopeless. 

5.  The  collection  of  the  rates  does  not  meet  my  expectations.  The  Board 
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have  caused  the  collectors  to  give  in  the  names  of  the  10  highest  rate-payers  in 
each  district  who  are  defaulters ; and  these  names  have  been  read  out  each 
day  of  meeting  ; but  still  the  outstanding  rates  are  of  very  large  amount. 

Yesterday  the  collectors  were  directed  to  collect  and  pay  into  the  bank  each 
week  10  per  cent,  on  the  outstanding  instalment. 

£.  s.  d. 

Amount  collected  in  the  week  . . . 293  2 1 

Amount  in  treasurer’s  hands  . . . 1,383  13  8 

Amount  outstanding  ....  10,400  0 0 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  21,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  statement  that  the  Board  acquiesced  in  the 
advantages  of  the  cooked  .food  system,  but  that  you  find  it  almost  impossible 
to  urge  them  to  take  the  matter  up  actively,  as  it  is  still  longer  deferred,  I am 
to  state  that  the  Commissioners  rely  upon  your  bringing  the  matter  again 
before  the  Guardians,  and  urging  them  to  take  immediate  steps  to  carry  out 
the  system.  The  number  on  the  relief  lists  in  Nenagh  Union  is  so  large,  and 
so  many  abuses  have  taken  place,  that  no  means  should  be  left  untried  to  check 
those  abuses,  and  to  remove  from  the  relief  lists  all  who  are  not  really  destitute ; 
and  the  Commissioners  are  convinced  that  these  ends  will  be  to  some  extent 
promoted  by  distributing  the  food  in  a cooked  state,  inasmuch  as,  while  on  the 
one  hand,  cooked  food  is  better  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  really  destitute,  and 
is  therefore  more  desirable  to  them  than  food  in  an  uncooked  state;  it  is, 
on  the  other  hand,  less  desirable  to  those  who  are  not  really  destitute,  being- 
less  convertible,  and,  therefore,  less  suited  to  the  purposes  of  those  who 
fraudulently  endeavour  to  obtain  that  relief  which  is  intended  exclusively  for 
the  destitute. 

The  Commissioners  attach  great  importance  to  the  adoption  of  this  system ; 
and  though  they  are  anxious  to  avoid  embarrassing  the  Guardians  by  requiring 
them  to  adopt  it,  without  allowing  them  another  opportunity  of  mailing  the 
requisite  preparations,  they  feel  bound  to  insist  upon  its  being  carried  into 
effect  without  more  delay  than  is  absolutely  necessary  for  making  such  pre- 
parations; and  they  desire  to  add,  that  should  the  Guardians  still  decline  to 
act  in  accordance  with  the  Commissioners’  regulations  in  this  respect,  the 
Commissioners  will  feel  bound  to  consider  whether  their  omission  to  do  so, 
coupled  with  the  other  irregularities  in  the  administration  of  out-door  relief  in 
Nenagh  Union,  which  have  recently  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Commissioners,  and  on  which  they  have  addressed  the  Guardians,  together 
with  the  late  and  uncertain  attendance  of  the  Guardians,  and  the  hurried 
manner  in  which  you  describe  the  business  as  being  transacted,  does  not 
amount  to  such  a default  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians  as  would  not  only 
justify,  but  call  for  the  exercise  of  the  Commissioners’  powers  under  the  1 8th 
section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act. 


Captain  Darley  to  the  Commissioners: — March  24,  1848. 

I have  tire  honour  to  forward  my  sixth  report  for  the  information  of  the 
Commissioners. 

1.  The  out-door  relief  is  now  in  operation  throughout  the  Union. 

2.  I laid  before  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday  your  communication  to  me 
of  the  21st  instant,  in  reply  to  my  last  report  relative  to  the  cooking  of  food.  The 
Board  was  very  badly  attended,  in  consequence  of  the  assizes  which  are  now  being 
held  in  Nenagh,  requiring  the  attendance  of  the  greater  number  of  the  Guardians, 
and  nothing  was  done  hut  the  mere  routine  business  of  the  Board. 

3.  From  the  circumstance  of  nearly  the  whole  of  the  rural  Guardians  being  dis- 
qualified from  being  re-elected,  owing  to  not  having  paid  up  the  last  rate,  I greatly 
fear  much  difficulty  will  ensue  in  not  having  the  new  books  initialed  in  proper 
time,  and  should  my  doubts  on  this  subject  be  realized,  I shall  consider  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  call  upon  the  Commissioners  to  give  me  assistance  to  effect  this  very 
necessary  business,  as  the  other  Guardians  may  not  be  able  to  attend  during  the 
assize  week. 

I always  find  this  duty  most  difficult  to  have  executed,  and  under  the  present 
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untoward  circumstances,  my  efforts  to  have  it  accomplished  will,  I fear  be 
fruitless. 

4.  We  had  the  advantage  of  Mr.  Lloyd’s  assistance  at  the  Board  yesterday, 
and  his  experience  in  the  conducting  of  the  Poor  Law  was  of  material  benefit. 
He  recommended  that  wherever  the  cooking  of  food  could  not  be  conveniently 
done,  to  have  the  meal  steeped  previous  to  its  issue,  and  so  soon  as  the  new  arrange- 
ments of  the  Union  are  made,  and  the  additional  relieving  officers  appointed,  this 
shall  be  commenced. 

o.  The  collection  of  the  rates  goes  on  but  slowly,  and  the  Board  resolved  to 
apply  to  the  Commissioners  for  power  to  proceed  in  the  superior  courts  against 
several  defaulters  who  are  non-resident  in  the  Union.  The  collectors  say  that  in 
many  cases  there  is  no  property  on  the  land  to  enable  them  to  distrain. 


£. 

Amount  collected  this  week 

266 

Amount  in  bank 

986 

Amount  outstanding  . 

. 10,147 

6.  I have  received  the  Commissioners’  sealed  order  to  enable  the  Board  to  grant 
out-door  relief  until  the  1st  of  April,  but  I am  certain  the  able-bodied  poor  will  not 
be  employed  to  any  extent  in  the  Union  during  the  spring,  assuredly  not  in  some 
of  the  electoral  divisions ; the  consequence  will  be  that  this  class  will  be  forced  on 
the  relief  lists  under  the  1st  section  before  long.  Nevertheless  it  will  be  well  to 
make  the  experiment,  and  I shall  not  fail  to  send  a more  detailed  report  on  this 
subject,  should  it  become  necessary  for  me  to  do  so. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  28,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  in  which  you  advert  to  the 
order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  1st  April,  and  state  that  you  fear  there 
will  be  little  employment  during  the  spring,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners 
to  inform  you  that  they  will  renew  the  order  on  the  1st  April,  if  you  deem  it 
absolutely  necessary ; but  still  the  Commissioners  are  anxious  to  break  through 
the  habit  of  dependence  on  the  poor  rates  at  a time  when  the  labour  of  able- 
bodied  men  is  required  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  draw  your  attention  to  their  letter  of  the  15th 
instant,  and  they  request  that  in  the  event  of  your  applying  for  a renewal  of  the 
order,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  state  whether  you  are  now  of  opinion  that  the 
Union  has  progressed  so  much  as  to  admit  of  carrying  the  provisions  of  the  Lis- 
towel  order  (a  copy  of  which  you  received  with  that  letter),  into  effect, 

It  will  be  observed  that  under  that  order  single  men,  and  men  with  only  two 
children,  would  be  thrown  on  their  own  resources. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Darley: — March  28,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a constabulary  report,  which  has  been  transmitted  to  them  relative  to  the 
death  of  Patrick  Reedy,  in  Nenagh  Union ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will 
be  so  good  as  to  inquire  into  and  report  on  the  circumstances  attending  his 
death. 

Enclosure. 


County  of  Tipperary,  N.  B. 

Nenagh , March  21,  1848. 

An  inquest  was  held  yesterday  on  the  body  of  Patrick  Reedy,  who  was  recently  discharged 
from  the  fever  hospital.  b 


Copy  of  Verdict. 

That  deceased  died  from  want  of  proper  nourishment,  and  exposure  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  being  in  a delicate  state  of  health. 


Inspector-  General. 


Charles  O’Dell,  S.  I. 
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Captain  Darley  to  the  Commissioners  in  reply : — March  29,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th,  enclosing  a Constabulary  Report, 
relative  to  the  death  of  Patrick  Reedy  in  Nenagh  Union,  I have  made  inquiry, 
and  cannot  ascertain  whether  the  above-named  person  was  a fixed  resident  in 
this  Union ; at  all  events  no  application  on  his  behalf  was  made  to  the  relieving 
officer,  I annex  his  report  to  me. 


Enclosure. 

Mr.  J.  Meagher  to  Captain  Darley. 

I beg  to  acquaint  you  that  Reedy  must  be  a stranger,  as  himself,  nor  no  person  on  his 
behalf,  ever  called  upon  me  or  to  my  assistants  to  get  his  name  on  the  relief  list;  if  he  had  I 
would  have  visited  him,  and  reported  his  case  to  the  Board. 

Received  this  evening,  March  29,  1848. — A.  D. 


Captain  Darley  to  the  Commissioners: — March  31,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  you  my  seventh  report  on  the  Nenagh 
Union  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners. 

1.  The  new  Board  met  yesterday.  There  having  been  only  four  elected 
Guardians  present,  with  these  and  the  ex-officio  Guardians  the  affairs  of  the 
Union  will  have  to  he  conducted  until  the  Commissioners  sanction  another 
election,  but  numbers  are  not  so  much  needed  as  a few  working  business-like 
men.  I regret  they  are  rare  in  this  Union.  With  a very  few  exceptions,  the 
greatest  apathy  is  shown  by  the  members  of  the  Board,  and  if  they  do  not  im- 
prove in  their  attendance  and  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  business 
cannot  be  conducted  as  it  ought  to  be. 

I persuaded  the  Board  to  name  10  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  as  the  hour  for 
assembling  on  Board-days.  I also  got  them  to  name  a Finance  Committee  and 
a Visiting  Committee.  I hope  these  Committees  may  be  induced  to  attend  to 
their  important  duties. 

2.  The  workhouse  is  in  a more  creditable  state,  but  from  the  slovenly  manner 
the  management  has  been  heretofore  conducted,  I find  the  utmost  difficulty  in 
keeping  the  officers  of  the  house  up  to  their  work.  All  the  able-bodied  men  are 
employed  in  breaking  stones  and  planting  potatoes  in  the  workhouse  grounds, 
and  68  women  and  girls  are  engaged  in  sewing,  knitting,  and  spinning,  and  we 
are  laying  out  work  for  double  that  number.  The  male  and  female  schools 
are  greatly  improved ; the  children  healthy  and  duly  progressing  in  learning. 
I have  established  an  infant-school  in  a room  off  the  women’s  yard.,  and  placed 
a young  woman  over  it  who  is  herself  an  inmate,  and  who  has  been  for  some 
time  past  acting  as  monitor  and  assistant  to  the  schoolmistress. 

A fortnight  ago  the  house  was  full,  but  from  the  dislike  the  able-bodied  poor 
have  to  remaining  in  it,  coupled  with  the  mistaken  idea  that  they  would  get 
out-door  relief,  it  has  thinned  considerably.  I caused  the  master  to  post  notices 
cautioning  them  against  the  mistake,  and  I gave  the  relieving  officers  directions 
not  to  place  any  such  persons  on  their  lists  for  out-door  relief,  yet  these  steps 
have  not  stopped  the  emigration.  I therefore  hope  they  have  procured  employ- 
ment elsewhere. 

3.  The  new  hospital  will  be  fit  for  the  reception  of  patients  next  week,  which 
will  give  more  accommodation  in  the  house,  and  as  stone-breaking  outside  will 
cease  to-morrow,  access  to  the  house  will  be  afforded  to  those  able-bodied 
persons  who  may  be  unable  to  obtain  employment  on  their  own  account,  and 
who  are  really  destitute. 

The  number  in  the  hospital  still  exceeds  an  average  proportion ; it  however 
steadily  diminishes.  The  diseases  are  not  severe,  except  some  cases  of  measles 
and  small-pox.  The  present  number  is  183. 

4.  The  collection  of  the  rates  goes  on  slow  enough.  The  Board  came  to  the 
resolution  to  direct  their  solicitor  to  write  to  several  defaulters  upon  whose  land 
no  property  can  be  found,  threatening  them  with  actions  at  law  if  they  do  not 
pay  their  rates. 

£.  s.  d. 

Rate  collected  this  week  . . 246  7 4 

Do.  in  bank  . . . . 1,111  16  5 

Do.  outstanding  ....  9,900  14  10 

30 
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5.  Since  my  last  report  I have  visited  several  districts  of  the  Union.  From 
my  own  observation,  and  from  the  best  information  I can  collect,  there  exists 
great  destitution,  and  but  little  prospect  of  employment. 

The  planting  of  potatoes  will  be  pretty  general  on  a reduced  scale  by  the 
better  class  of  farmers ; but  the  poorer  sort  have  neither  seed  nor  manure  to 
make  the  experiment  with. 

The  land  is  being  tilled  chiefly  by  the  assistance  of  horse  labour. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  1,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  infer  from  the  statements  in  your  report,  coupled 
with  the  fact  that  you  have  not  replied  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  that  you  do  not  consider  it  necessary  that  the  out-door  relief  order 
should  be  renewed,  and  accordingly  the  authority  to  administer  out-door  relief 
in  Nenagh  Union  under  the  2nd  section  will  cease  on  this  day. 
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ROSCREA  UNION.  Roscrea  Union. 

Mr.  Todd  to  the  Commissioners: — February  20,  1848. 

On  Monday  last  I visited  the  workhouse  of  this  Union,  carefully 
inspected  its  condition  and  state  of  repair,  and  inquired  into  its  management. 

I was  much  pleased  to  find  that  the  greatest  attention  to  the  cleanliness  and 
ventilation  of  the  house  was  paid  by  the  master  and  matron. 

There  were  some  matters  amiss  in  the  house — such  as  a bad  management 
of  the  inmates  of  several  rooms,  a want  of  proper  attention  to  repairs  of  iron 
work  and  masonry,  and  other  matters  which  I presume  I need  not  particularize, 
as  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  agreed  to  such  changes  and  alterations  as  I 
may  consider  necessary,  and,  in  fact,  most  of  those  changes  have  already  been 
carried  into  effect. 

The  schoolmistress  has  charge  of  180  pupils — a greater  number  than  she 
can  properly  attend  to,  even  with  the  aid  of  monitors.  There  is  not  any  infant 
school.  I consider  that  an  assistant-schoolmistress  is  required,  particularly 
as  I hope  the  Commissioners  will  sanction  the  removal  of  the  girls  (over  5 
and  under  15  years  of  age)  to  the  auxiliary  house  at  Dunkerrin. 

On  Tuesday  I examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  master  and  matron 
and  found  them  very  correctly  kept,  and  posted  well  forward.  The  Inventory 
and  Labour  Books  were  alone  wanting;  the  former  books  being  finished,  and 
new  ones  not  yet  provided. 

The  former  clerk  having  resigned,  his  brother  continued  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  that  office  provisionally;  and  on  the  4th  instant  the  Guardians 
elected  a Mr.  Smith,  but  as  the  Commissioners  have  not  yet  approved  of  this 
appointment,  Mr.  Smith  has  not  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office.  This 
state  of  things  is  most  inconvenient,  and  I trust  will  not  be  much  longer 
continued. 

The  absence  of  the  acting-clerk  prevented  my  having  an  opportunity  of 
examining  his  books  •,  but  I have  appointed  Tuesday  next  for  that  purpose, 
and  have  no  doubt  I shall  find  the  books,  accounts,  &c.,  in  excellent  order,  as 
I understand  Mr.  Wall  (the  late  clerk  of  this  Union),  was  a most  efficient 
public  officer. 

I believe  there  is  room  in  the  workhouse  at  present  for  very  nearly  100 
adult  paupers. 

On  the  16th  I visited  Dunkerrin  auxiliary  house.  There  are  200  boys  here 
under  the  sole  charge  of  the  schoolmaster,  over  whom  there  is  no  check  or 
supervision.  I consider  that  this  house  might,  at  a comparatively  small  cost, 
be  made  to  accommodate  all  girls  now  in  the  Union  workhouse  under  15  and 
over  5 years  of  age  (about  200),  and  thus  enable  the  Guardians  to  offer  admis- 
sion to  the  workhouse  to  many  who  now  receive  out-door  relief,  but  who  I 
believe  would  not  go  into  the  workhouse.  If  this  arrangement  was  carried 
into  effect  there  would  be  at  least  450  inmates  at  Dunkerrin,  which  number 
would  justify  the  appointment  of  an  assistant-master  or  matron  for  that  esta- 
blishment, and  thus  correct  the  irresponsibility  which  at  present  exists,  and 
which,  if  it  does  not  lead  to  fraud,  at  least  offers  perfect  immunity  from  its 
consequences. 

I am  instructed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  this  Union  to  request  the 
sanction  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  such  repairs  and  additions  to  the 
house  at  Dunkerrin  as  will  afford  the  amount  of  accommodation  required  to 
carry  into  effect  the  arrangement  proposed,  and  that  the  Commissioners  will 
direct  their  architect,  or  his  assistant,  to  examine  the  house  and,  offices  at  Dun- 
kerrin, with  a view  to  provide  the  Guardians  with  the  necessary  plans  and 
estimates. 

I cannot  complain  of  any  want  of  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  collectors  since 
they  became  aware  of  the  power  vested  in  them  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
rates,  and  of  the  responsibility  they  would  incur  by  a neglect  of  their  duty.  I 
confidently  rely  upon  a very  large  proportion  of  outstanding  rates  being 
collected  within  a few  weeks. 

Some  miscalculations  in  financial  returns  I have  received  (this  moment  dis- 
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covered.)  compel  me  to  delay  forwarding  a full  statement  of  the  present 
financial  position  of  this  Union. 

The  returns  from  relieving  officers  I hope  to  forward  to-morrow  ; and  with 
them,  a report  of  the  present  working  of  out-door  relief  in  this  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — Feb'uary  24,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  suggestions  as  to  the  workhouse  schools,  and 
the  proposed  removal  of  the  female  children  to  the  auxiliary  workhouse  at 
Dunkerrin,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the  appointment 
of  an  assistant  schoolmistress,  and  of  the  removal  of  the  female  children  to 
Dunkerrin,  if  they  can  he  accommodated  there  conveniently. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  them 
of  the  alterations  and  additions  which  you  would  propose  to  have  made  to  the 
building  at  Dunkerrin,  with  a view  to  the  accommodation  of  the  female 
children  now  in  the  workhouse. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners’ 
architect  will  be  drawn  to  the  subject. 

With  respect  to  the  clerk  to  the  Union,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
have  not  yet  received  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  the  district  upon  the 
answers  to  the  usual  queries  relating  to  Mr.  Smith,  who  has  been  appointed  to 
that  office. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  that  all  the  workhouse  inmates  coming 
within  the  classes  specified  by  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension 
Act  should  be  discharged.  The  Vice-Guardians  may  provide  those  classes  not 
only  with  the  allowance  for  food,  but  for  clothing,  lodging,  and  fuel. 

I am  to  request  your  attention  to  the  Commissioners’  Circular  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  sending  paupers  out  of  the  workhouse  to  receive 
out-door  relief. 


Mr.  Todd  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  22,  1848. 

In  my  weekly  report  forwarded  to  you  on  Sunday  I promised  to  send 
an  outline  of  the  financial  state  of  this  Union.  If  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
require  me  to  give  a more  particular  or  minute  statement,  it  shall  be  at  once 
forwarded : — 


The  amount  of  rate  made  on  24th  September,  1847 

£. 

14,066 

s. 

14 

d. 

8 

Arrears  of  former  rate  then  uncollected 

821 

14 

9 

Total 

14,888 

9 

5 

Amount  of  rates  collected 

6,832 

14 

9 

Amount  of  rate  and  arrears  now  uncollected  . 

8,056 

14 

8 

Amount  collected  in  the  week  ending  18th  February 

530 

9 

0 

Balance  in  treasurer’s  hands  to  the  credit  of  the  Union 

1,519 

2 

8 

Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  24,  1848. 

I AM  to  express  the  Commissioners’  thanks  for  your  report : I am  at 
the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  the  out 
standing  rate  should  be  collected  frith  as  little  delay  as  possible ; and  I am  to 
request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  keep  the  attention  of  the  Guardians 
continually  directed  to  this  important  matter. 


Mr.  Todd  to  the  Commissioners  '.—February  20,  1848. 

In  forwarding  the  accompanying  resolution  of  the  Roscrea  Board  of 
Guardians  I beg  to  observe  that  if  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  will  in  any 
case  permit  a deviation  from  the  general  rule  as  to  the  mode  of  employing 
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able-bodied  paupers  out  of  the  workhouse,  I believe  that  the  peculiar  state  of 
the  road  in  Killavenogue  would  justify  such  a deviation  as  is  proposed. 

The  road  in  question  is  a new  road  leading  from  Roscrea  to  Templemore, 
formed,  fenced,  and  stoned  under  the  Board  of  Works,  excepting  a little  over 
a quarter  of  a mile  at  the  Roscrea  end,  and  upon  this  part  of  the  road  it  is  only 
required  to  scrape  the  road  and  spread  the  stones  already  broken  and  lying  in 
heaps  on  the  road  side. 


Enclosure. 

Proposed  by  Martin  Maher  and  seconded  by  Dudley  Byrne — 

That  Mr.  Todd  be  requested  to  ask  permission  oF  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  employ 
a portion  of  the  able-bodied  paupers  now  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Killavenogue  in  repairing  some  parts  of  the  roads  in  that  division,  where  they  have  been  left 
in  a state  almost  impassable  since  the  suspension  of  the  Public  Works  ; and  a like  permission 
in  the  electoral  division  of  Shinrone,  where  the  stones  are  already  broken. 

February  25,  ISIS. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  28,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  not  object  to  the  paupers 
being  employed  in  scraping  the  road  already  formed  and  fenced,  and  laying 
down  the  broken  stone  upon  it. 


Mr.  Todd  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  27,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners,  the  present  state  of  this  Union  as  respects  the  mode  of 
carrying  into  effect  in  it,  the  Acts  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland. 

I have  the  pleasure  to  renew  my  statement  of  last  week  as  to  the  strict  atten- 
tion paid  by  the  master  and  matron  to  the  ventilation  and  general  cleanliness 
of  the  house.  I consider  that  the  drainage  of  the  yards  and  of  a portion  of  the 
ground  attached  to  the  house  may  be  improved,  and  I feel,  I may  add,  will  be 
attended  to  ; the  master  is  very  careful  in  having  the  cesspools  regularly 
emptied.  I think  the  present  burial  ground  is  most  objectionable,  as  well 
from  its  situation  as  the  nature  of  the  ground ; I have  called  the  attention  of 
the  Guardians  to  this  subject,  and  have  to  state  that  they  quite. agree  with  .me 
as  to  the  unfitness  of  the  ground  for  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  now  applied, 
and  they  are  not  only  willing  but  anxious  to  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  their  purchasing  or  renting  a few  acres  of  land  near  the  work- 
house,  that  a more  suitable  place  of  interment  may  be  provided,  and  that  a 
sufficient  extent  of  ground  may  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Guardians  for  the 
useful  and  regular  employment  of  the  able-bodied  (male)  inmates  of  the 
house. 

I beg  to  premise  that  I have  met  with  every  assistance  from  the  Board  of 
Guardians  in  making  such  changes  as  I found  necessary  in  the  administration 
of  the  Poor  Laws  in  this  Union.  There  is  now  a very  good  attendance  of 
Guardians  at  their  Board-room  at  eleven  o’clock  (instead  of  two  and  three 
o’clock,  p.m.)  ; there  is  now  a real  Visiting  Committee  (of  three  Guardians  and 
myself),  instead  of  a nominal  one ; and  there  is  now  a bond  fide  examination  of 
all  accounts  and  books  by  the  Foard,  and  not  by  the  chairman  and  clerk  only ; 
in  short,  I have  no  doubt  that  in  a very  short  time  few  Unions  will  have  a more 
efficient  Board  of  Guardians  than  Roscrea. 

I have  spoken  to  many  gentlemen  of  this  Union  upon  the  subject  of  esta- 
blishing a Union  Farming  Society,  in  connexion  with  the  parent  society  in 
Dublin,  and  of  requesting  that  a practical  instructor  should  visit  tins  neigh- 
bourhood ; and  have  given  notice  that  I w'ill  call  the  attention  of  the  Guardians 
to  these  subjects  on  Friday  next. 

I have  found  great  difficulty  in  correcting  the  most  extraordinary  abuses  in 
the  system  of  out-door  relief  generally  prevailing  in  this  Union ; this  was  caused 
very  much  from  the  inferior  class  of  persons  who  had  been  appointed  relieving 
officers — their  extraordinary  ignorance  (real  or  pretended)  of  their  duties,  and 
to  the  too  great  extent  of  their  districts.  These  causes  are  now  removed,  and  I 
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confidently  trust  that  I shall  in  future  have  little  if  any  reason  to  complain  of 
irregularities  in  this  class  of  officers. 

I am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  state  that  on  Friday  last  the  (guar- 
dians of  this  Union  passed  a resolution  directing  that  out -door  relief  to  the 
able-bodied  class  of  destitute  persons  should  he  given  in  cooked  food.  As  the 
carrying  this  resolution  into  effect  has  been  committed  to  my  charge,  the  Com- 
missioners may  rest  satisfied  that  no  time  shall  be  lost  in  doing  so ; indeed  I 
shall  he  prepared  to  supply  cooked  food  rations  in  the  Roscrea  district  on 
Tuesday  next.  _ ^ _ , , 

I have  to  a certain  extent  found  it  advantageous  to  adopt  the  labour  test  sug- 
gested by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Ballina  Union ; hut  neither  the  Guardians 
nor  I,  considered  it  advisable  to  incur  the  expense  of  actually  measuring  each 
man’s  work ; we  are  content  (for  the  present)  to  depend  upon  the  judgment 
and  experience  of  the  overseers. 

The  amount  of  rates  collected  in  the  past  week  was  but  39 2 l.  I can  how- 
ever account  for  this  falling  off  by  stating  that  the  collectors  had  only  four  clear 
collecting  days,  as  I was  obliged  to  occupy  one  day,  and  another  was  lost  in 
attending  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians;  however,  I venture  to  assure 
the  Commissioners  that  they  may  look  for  much  larger  collections  in  future, 
as  I trust  the  time  I occupied  the  collectors  will  not  prove  to  have  been  alto- 
gether lost.  I have  only  to  observe  that  a considerable  portion  of  last  week’s 
collection  consisted  of  arrears  due  when  the  last  rate  was  made  in  September 
last,  and  to  the  collection  of  which  I particularly  called  the  attention  of  the 
collectors. 

Next  Wednesday  there  will  be  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  Guardians 
of  this  Union,  exclusively  for  the  consideration  of  the  finances  of  the  Union,  a 
report  of  which  I propose  to  forward  next  day. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  29,  1848. 

With  regard  to  the  burial  ground  to  the  workhouse  I am  to  state  that 
the  Commissioners  have  heretofore  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the 
expediency  of  their  occupying  some  additional  land  for  this  purpose,  and  the 
Commissioners  are  quite  ready  to  sanction  any  arrangement  with  regard  to  a 
burial  ground  which  you  may  recommend.  With  respect  to  the  occupation  of 
additional  ground  for  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied  inmates  of  the  work- 
house,  I am  to  state  that  as  a general  rule  the  Commissioners  deem  it  unde- 
sirable that  the  Guardians  should  take  land  with  the  view  of  affording  employ- 
ment to  able-bodied  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  as  all  experience  has  shown  that 
attempts  to  provide  such  employment  in  the  cultivation  of  land  belonging  to 
the  Union  do  not  answer  the  end  proposed. 

The  Commissioners  however  think  that  a limited  quantity  of  land  may  be 
advantageously  appropriated  to  the  purpose  of  employing  the  boys  in  work- 
houses,  and  giving  them  some  knowledge  of  agricultural  labour. 

With  respect  to  the  labour  test  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  do  not 
require  that  the  Guardians  should  do  more  than  satisfy  themselves  that  the 
persons  receiving  relief  are  kept  to  work  during  the  hours  allotted  for  labour ; 
they  are  of  opinion  however  that  it  will  he  found  useful  to  ascertain  that  a due 
quantity  of  work  is  performed  by  means  of  measurement,  otherwise  there  will 
not  be  a proper  check  on  the  overseers’  returns. 

Your  report  is  upon  the  whole  very  satisfactory  to  the  Commissioners. 


Mr.  Todd  to  the  Commissioners  -—March  5,  1848. 

The  house  is  clean  and  well  ventilated.  Many  of  the  windows  in  the 
west  and  south  sides  of  the  house  are  not  water-tight,  and  will  require  altera- 
tion in  the  construction  of  the  sills,  if  frequent  repairs  are  to  he  avoided. 

The  infirmary  is  dreadfully  crowded  (exactly  double  the  number  of  patients 
it  was  calculated  to  accommodate,  40).  There  have  been  some  cases  of  small- 
pox in  the  house ; and  the  medical  officer  of  the  fever  hospital  having  objected 
to  receive  them,  the  Guardians  have  directed  accommodation  to  he  provided  in 
the  Bourney  temporary  hospital.  They  are  to  he  removed  to-morrow. 
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Much  confusion  continues  to  prevail  amongst  the  younger  classes  of  boys  and  Roscrea  Union, 
girls  from  the  want  of  an  assistant  schoolmistress  ; and  the  Guardians  do  not  ' 
wish  to  appoint  an  assistant  until  after  the  removal  of  the  schoolmistress  and 
older  girls  to  Dunkerrin. 

The  defects  in  the  drainage  of  some  of  the  yards  and  grounds  mentioned  in 
my  last  report  having  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Guardians,  the 
necessary  directions  have  been  given  to  have  them  remedied. 

I am  happy  to  say  that  steps  have  at  length  been  taken  to  procure  a small 
portion  of  ground  near  the  workhouse  as  a place  of  interment. 

I have  carefully  examined  and  measured  every  room  in  the  house  and  offices, 
with  a view  to  ascertain,  as  nearly  as  I could,  its  capabilities,  &c.  But  nothing 
can  be  decided  upon  until  the  Commissioners’  architect  has  visited  (I  believe 
for  a second  time)  the  house ; and  I,  therefore,  hope  I may  very  shortly  expect 
his  arrival. 

The  necessary  arrangements  have  been  made  to  issue  rations  in  cooked  food 
in  the  following  divisions : Roscrea,  Shinrone,  Kilmurry,  Kilcommon,  Dun- 
kerrin, Rathnaveoge,  and  Cullenwain  (seven).  Early  next  week  similar 
arrangements  will  be  completed  in  Killavenogue,  Killea,  Bourney,  and  Ros- 
comroe  (four),  Borris-in-Ossory  (see  accompanying  letter). 

Full  employment  is  provided  for  all  destitute  able-bodied  persons  in  the 
divisions  of  Aghancon,  Ettagh,  Kyle,  and  Burrisnafarney  (four).  The  three 
remaining  divisions  I have  not  had  time  to  visit  during  the  last  week ; but 
hope  to  do  so  shortly. 

The  collectors  have  been  exerting  themselves  to  the  utmost  during  the  last 
week.  They  have  succeeded  in  collecting  a sum  of  586/.,  which  I do  not  con- 
sider a bad  week’s  work.  The  collectors  hope  to  receive  a large  amount  of 
rates  next  week,  as  the  county  half-yearly  payments  for  roads,  &c.,  will  then 
have  been  made.  They  have  also  been  promised  payment  of  a considerable 
sum  after  the  next  fair  of  this  town  (25th  instant). 

I do  not  anticipate  much  difficulty,  nor  even  delay,  in  collecting  the  greater 
part  of  the  balance  of  unpaid  rates,  more  particularly  if  I receive  the  Commis- 
sioners’ sanction  to  state  (in  reply  to  Mr.  Evans’  letter  forwarded  herewith)  that 
it  is  not  proposed  to  impound  any  portion  of  the  present  rates  to  repay  the  loans 
made  last  year  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act.  There  are  two  small  pro- 
perties in  this  Union  from  which  I anticipate  some  difficulty  in  collecting  the 
rates.  The  landlords  are  absentees,  and  the  estates  are  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  But  the  receivers  tell  me  they  do  not  receive  any 
rent,  and  that  they  cannot  pay  the  rates  for  which  the  landlords  are  primarily 
liable ; nor  do  they  believe  that  distresses  could  be  made  which  would  cover 
the  amount  of  rates  and  costs.  I shall  make  further  inquiries  upon  this  matter. 


Enclosure. 

Mr.  Evans  to  Mr.  Todd  : — March  4,  1848. 

As  I am  Guardian  for  the  electoral  division  of  Aghancon,  I am  anxious  for  its  well 
working  in  every  respect;  and  in  one  particular  point  I am  always  anxious  to  urge  the  close 
collection  of  the  poor-rates.  This  you  may  see  upon  examining  the  payments  of  the  past-paid 
rates  on  my  division. 

May  I now,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  bring  before  your  notice  a remark  that  has  been  made 
by  some  of  the  rate-payers,  which  is  simply  this — you  may  expect  some  defaulters  this  season, 
in  consequence  of  the  poverty  that  prevails  amongst  those  small  holders  of  land  rated  over  4 1. 
per  annum  and  under  10Z. ; and  we  who  have  done  more  than  could  be  expected  from  us,  with 
justice  to  ourselves,  through  the  past  season  to  relieve  the  poor  by  employment  and  otherwise, 
not  leaving  them  a charge  upon  the  rates,  will  have  to  submit  to  your  striking  a new  rate 
instanter,  in  the  event  of  your  having  one  portion  of  this  3s.  rate  that  you  are  now  pressing  us 
for  absorbed  by  your  in-door  and  out-door  relief  up  to  this  period,  and  the  balance  being 
handed  over  in  part  payment  of  the  Government  loan. 

We  do  not  object  to  the  honesty  of  paying  back  what  the  Government  so  kindly  lent  us  to 
feed  our  poor,  when  all  the  ratepayers  would  not  unanimously  join  to  support  the  poor  by 
employment  or  otherwise  from  private  resources ; but  we  object  to  the  hardship  that  would  be 
imposed  upon  us  by  the  striking  and  enforcing  a new  rate  “ such  times  as  these  ” immediately 
after  the  payment  of  such  a heavy  general  rale.  So  far  for  the  ratepayers’  appeal. 

From  what  I know  of  the  people  of  this  locality  and  their  resources,  I think  if  you  would  he 
good  enough  to  suggest  to  the  Commissioners  their  kind  forbearance  for  a future  and  more 
'convenient  season,  that  those  ratepayers  that  are  able  to  pay  would  pay  without  hesitation, 
and  that  I could  now  succeed  in  getting  the  able-bodied  poor  supported  by  employment,  so 
that  we  should  have  no  person  chargeable  upon  rates  but  the  helpless  poor,  with  the  exception 
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Rosotea  Union,  of  three  or  four  dishonest  bad  characters,  for  whom  I would  not  solicit  any  private  employment; 

. hut  for  those  we  can  make  provision  in  the  workhouse,  and  m the  support  of  the  helpless  pool 

all  will  most  willingly  aid. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  8,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners’  architect  will  be 
drawn  to  that  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  the  construction  of  the 
window-sills  in  the  workhouse,  and  to  the  auxiliary  workhouse  at  Dunkemn. 
With  regard  to  the  crowded  state  of  the  hospital,  I am  to  state  that  such  steps 
should  be  forthwith  taken  as  may  be  necessary  to  reduce  the  number  of  inmates 
of  the  wards  to  a proper  number,  either  by  the  discharge  of  some  of  the  present 
inmates  from  the  workhouse,  and  then  appropriating  the  wards  vacated  to  the 
reception  of  the  hospital  patients,  or  by  hiring  some  building  to  which  some  of 
the  patients  may  be  removed. 

With  regard  to  the  children  in  the  workhouse,  it  will  he  desirable  that  you 
should  press  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Guardians  the  expediency  of  at  once- 
appointing  an  assistant  schoolmistress,  notwithstanding  the  reason  to  the  con- 
trary stated  in  your  report. 

In  reference  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Evans,  enclosed  with  your  report,  I am 
to  state  that  the  Union  will  not  be  called  upon  to  make  payments  on  account 
of  the  advances  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  if  the  making  such  payment 
would  he  likely  to  cause  serious  embarrassment,  it  being  the  desire  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Treasury  that  the  rate  should  be  reserved  for  defraying  the  current 
expenditure  under  the  Poor  Law  in  preference  to  the  repayment  of  the  advances, 
if  the  rate  is  not  sufficient  for  both  objects. 


Mr.  Todd  to  the  Commissioners: — March  12,  1848. 

I regret  to  have  to  report  the  illness  of  the  master ; his  disease  is  fever, 
which  the  medical  officer  states  to  he  '‘highly  infectious,  although  not  of  a very 
“ malignant  type.”  Mr.  O’Malley’s  illness  was  reported  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians  on  Friday,  but  no  order  for  his  removal  was  made ; and  I do  not 
believe  myself  warranted  in  assuming  the  responsibility  of  taking  any  decided 
step  in  the  matter. 

I believe  that  the  exertions  of  the  master’s  friends,  assisted  by  Mr.  Wall,  the 
acting  clerk,  will  render  it  unnecessary  to  appoint  a temporary  substitute,  at 
least  for  the  present. 

The  clerk  has  been  directed  by  the  Guardians  to  advertise  for  candidates. 

In  my  last  report  I stated  that  the  Guardians  had  directed  the  removal  of 
small-pox  patients  to  the  Bourney  temporary  hospital.  Upon  examining  the 
patients,  many  were  so  far  advanced  in  the  disease  that  their  removal  was  con- 
sidered inexpedient  by  the  medical  officers ; and  accordingly  I had  (the  stable) 
the  only  building  available,  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  those  patients.  The 
floor  is  covered  with  plank,  and  a stove  has  been  set  up.  The  medical  officer 
altogether  approves  of  this  arrangement. 

I met  a Committee  of  the  Guardians  at  Dunkerrin  on  Wednesday,  to  make 
arrangements  as  to  procuring  some  groimd  to  afford  room  for  the  training  of 
the  boys  in  agricultural  labour  ; but  under  the  circumstances  already  referred 
to,  no  definite  arrangements  were  come  to. 

I have  been  engaged  the  greatest  part  of  last  week  in  urging  forward  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  issuing  rations  in  a cooked  state.  It  has  been 
up-hill  work ; the  Guardians  are  generally  passive,  and  the  people  violently 
opposed  to  it.  I am,  however,  making  a steady  progress,  and  hope  another 
week  will  see  the  completion  of  every  necessary  arrangement.  I forward  with 
this,  one  of  many  petitions  I have  received  upon  this  matter  ; hut  I am  per- 
suaded that,  after  a fair  trial,  the  people  will  he  well  pleased  with  the  change. 

The  townland  lists  of  recipients  of  relief,  directed  to  be  published  by  your 
circular  of  the  25th  ultimo,  are  in  course  of  preparation. 

The  amount  of  rates  collected  during  the  past  week  has  rather  disappointed 
me.  The  collectors  had  led  me  to  reckon  upon  a much  larger  sum,  and  I 
believe  many  promises  of  ratepayers  have  not  been  observed  to  them ; but  I 
have  given  the  collectors  notice  that  if  they  do  not  make  greater  exertions  next 
week,  the  penalties  in  their  bonds  will  he  enforced  against  them. 
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Tlie  collector  for  Shinrone  had  summoned,  by  my  desire,  some  defaulters  in 
his  district,  rated  to  large  sums  (one  30/.),  and  who  were  perfectly  well  able  to 
pay  their  rates,  but  who  had  hitherto  frightened  the  collector  by  holding  out 
a threat  of  appealing  to  Quarter  Sessions.  I attended  the  Shinrone  Petty 
Sessions  on  Tuesday,1  and  obtained  convictions  against  upwards  of  20  defaulters, 
and  who  all  (except  one)  abandoned  their  threatened  appeal,  when  they  found 
that,  pending  the  issue  of  an  appeal,  the  rate  must  be  paid.  I believe  this  will 
have  a good  effect,  and  that  I need  not  apprehend  any  further  opposition  to  the 
collection  of  the  outstanding  rates. 

The  amount  collected  last  week  was-  480/.  The  balance  to  the  credit  of  the 
Union  I could  not  collect  from  the  treasurer’s  book,  as  several  cheques  issued 
had  not  been  presented  for  payment. 

Enclosures. 

I. 

To  the  Commissioners,  Noblemen,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  sitting  Board  of  Guardians  of 
Roscrea  Union. 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned  labourers,  working  under  Thomas  Deegan,  steward, 
humbly  showeth, — That  the  change  which  has  been  made  with  respect  to  their  meal  was  not 
at  all  for  the  better,  as  we  would  sooner  have  the  management  of  it  ourselves  than  be  forced  to 
take  stirabout,  as  it  is  of  very  little  use  to  most  of  us,  having  long  distances  to  take  it.  After 
taking  it  four  miles,  which  many  'of  us  have  to  do,  it  is  then  too  cold  for  use ; and  even  our 
allowance  is  not  able  to  support  or  keep  us  alive. 

Your  petitioners  humbly  request  that  you  will  again  take  them  into  consideration,  and  again 
grant  them  their  meal,  and  remove  from  us  our  present  grievances,  by  granting  some  addition 
to  our  allowances ; and  we  shall  be  in  duty  bound  to  pray. 


Mr.  Power,  Collector,  to  Mr.  Todd  : — March  6,  1848. 

I will  have  a gentleman  summoned  to-morrow  (Tuesday)  to  Shinrone  Petty  Sessions, 
who  intends  to  lodge  an  appeal  against  me. 

Sir,  as  you  desired  me  to  give  you  notice  of  it,  if  leisure  should  permit,  I would  like  you 
would  attend  the  court. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  14,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  12th  instant;  and,  with  reference  to  the  illness  of  the  master  of 
the  workhouse  of  the  Roscrea  Union,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
consider  that  it  is  desirable  that  you  should  at  once  consult  the  medical  officers 
of  the  workhouse  as  to  the  removal  of  the  master  from  his  apartment  in  the 
house.  I am  at  the  same  time  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  10th  Article  of 
the  General  Regulations,  with  regard  to  the  holding  of  a special  meeting  of 
Guardians  to  give  any  decisions  on  the  subject  which  may  be  necessary. 

The  Commissioners  will  communicate  with  Mr.  Wilkinson  respecting  the 
proposed  additions  to  the  auxiliary  workhouse  at  Dunkerrin;  they  have  no 
doubt  that  he  has  made  such  arrangements  as  will  prove  satisfactory. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  be  successful  in  your  endeavours  to 
make  arrangements  for  giving  out-door  relief  in  cooked  food,  and  that  you  will 
receive  such  co-operation  from  members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  as  will  be 
necessary  to  ensure  success  in  this  important  matter. 


Mr.  Todd  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  13,  1848. 

I this  morning  received  your  letter  of  the  1 1th  instant,  requiring  from 
me,  by  return  of  post,  a reply  to  a circular  addressed  to  me  on  the  2nd  instant, 
and  enclosing  a second  copy  of  that  circular. 

In  a former  letter  I stated  that  in  this  Union  ample  employment  was  pro- 
vided by  proprietors  for  all  able-bodied  persons  requiring  it  in  four  electoral 
divisions  (Burrisnafarney,  Aghancon,  Ettagh,  and  Kyle). 

In  five  other  electoral  divisions  (Killea,  Roscomroe,  Kilmurry,  Shinrone, 
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and  Kilcommon)  employment  to  a considerable  extent  is  to  be  expected  (assisted 
by  some  works  carrying  on  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act),  but  not  at  all 
adequate  to  the  requirements  of  the  destitute  people  of  those  districts. 

In  seven  other  divisions  (Roscrea,  Dunkerrin,  Cullenwaine,  and  remaining 
four  Queen’s  County  divisions)  a precarious  and  wholly  insufficient  amount  of 
employment  is  to  be  calculated  upon. 

In  the  divisions  of  Rathnaveoge,  Bourney,  and  Killavenogue  I do  not  believe 
there  will  be  20  ^labourers  employed  before  next  harvest. 

That  my  reply  to  the  circular  of  the  2nd  instant  might  be  worthy  of  credit, 
I do  not  think  a little  time  devoted  to  collecting  information  as  misspent,  and 
regret  it  if  the  Commissioners  should  think  otherwise  ; and  even  now  (after  a 
drive  of  30  miles  over  an  important  portion  of  this  Union)  I am  well  satisfied 
that  I have  had  another  day’s  information  and  knowledge  of  the  Union  before 
reply  to  the  circular. 

If  the  renewed  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  in  this  Union  can  be  made 
to  apply  to  certain  divisions,  and  not  to  others,  this  may  be  done ; but  if  out- 
door relief  being  required  in  one  division  renders  a continuance  of  the  order 
necessary  for  the  whole  Union,  I cannot  fix  ally  period  (before  next  harvest 
perhaps)  for  the  determination  or  suspension  of  the  order  issued  for  this  Union, 
under  the  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  authorizing  out-door  relief. 

P.S.  There  has  not  been  any  assistance  afforded  in  this  Union  from  funds 
supplied  by  the  British  Association. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  15,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that,  as  the  Commissioners  are  not  empowered  to 
restrict  the  operation  of  the  order  to  any  particular  electoral  divisions,  they 
have  given  directions  for  the  renewal  of  the  order  for  the  entire  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  rely  on  the  exercise 
of  due  discretion,  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  in  either  withholding 
or  affording  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  according  to  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances  of  each  case.  The  Commissioners  trust  that  your  apprehension  that  it 
aviII  be  necessary  for  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  continue  to  give  out-door  relief 
to  able-bodied  men  in  the  Roscrea  Union  until  the  time  of  the  next  harvest 
may  be  groundless. 


Mr.  Todd  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  19,  1848. 

J H^VE  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  statement  relative  to  this 
Union  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners 

I have  not  been  able  to  visit  the  workhouse  since  Monday  last  (owing  to 
severe  illness),  but  from  the  report  of  trustworthy  persons  I may  state  that  the 
illness  oi  the  master  has  not  prevented  the  customary  attention  to  the  cleanli- 
ness and  ventilation  of  the  house.  I am  happy  to  learn  from  the  medical  officer 
that  he  expects  the  master  will  shortly  be  able  to  resume  his  duties. 

I observe  with  regret  that  some  of  the  paupers  have  misconducted  themselves 
last  week  ; but  I hope  the  steps  direqted  to  be  taken  for  their  punishment  will 
have  a beneficial  effect  in  preventing  further  acts  of  insubordination. 

Relief  to  able-bodied  destitute  persons  and  their  families  is  now  given  very 
generally  m a cooked  state  in  this  Union.  My  illness  and  the  very  inefficient 
°ffiCrr\I,i1tVe  t0  deal  mth  have  delayed  its  being  more  generally 
? 1P°”;  1 sha11  have  to  recur  to  this  subject  to-morrow  or  next  day,  and 
^allnot,  therefore  say  more  at  present,  than  to  express  my  belief  that  there 

“ade  °l  T or  two  of  tllese  before  they  will  be 
induced  to  attend  to  a proper  discharge  of  their  duties. 

* leiy  SOn7  1 “"“W  more  &TOUKd>ly  The  sum  for  which  the 
treasurer  s receipts  were  produced  amounted  to  but  2521.  I believe,  however, 

.!t,  SUmS  W€Iet  r,eceiyed-  '?u‘ not  Mged  in  time;  but  I shall  see  to  all 
th  s to-morrow  or  next  day,  and  shall  make  a further  report  upon  the  matter. 

™S10ne7may,be  satlsfied  fl,at  1 feel the  necessity  for  most  strenuous 
ons  m co  lecting  the  rates  outstanding,  and  they  may  depend  upon  my 
making  every  endeavour  to  press  the  collectors  to  greater  activity. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


471 


Mr.  Todd  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  24,  1S48. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  me  that  I can  state  that  this  workhouse  is  essentially 
clean ; that  the  regulations  of  the  Commissioners  are  strictly  adhered  to ; that 
irregularities  and  acts  of  insubordination  amongst  the  inmates  having  been 
promptly  punished,  order  and.  proper  discipline  have  been  restored,  and  that  the 
appearance  of  a neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  caused  by  the  younger 
children  wandering  through  all  parts  of  the  house,  ceased  to  exist  upon  the 
appointment  of  an  assistant  schoolmistress. 

The  want  of  employment  for  the  adult  female  paupers  (nearly  300)  in  the  house 
has  occupied  my  attention,-  and  I propose  shortly  addressing  the  Commissioners 
upon  that  subject. 

On  Friday  the  Board  of  Guardians  purchased  the  tenant-right  in  a small  farm 
near  the  workhouse  for  a sum  of  14/. : it  contains  two  acres  and  37  perches  (Irish), 
and  is  subject  to  a rent  of  51  14$.  9 cl.  I shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of 
writing  more  particularly  upon  this  subject,  and  explaining  my  reasons  for  advising 
the  Guardians  to  take  this  farm  as  “ tenants-at-will.” 

The  Board  was  occupied  until  nearly  five  o’clock  on  Friday  in  going  through 
the  ordinary  business,  and  entering  into  contracts,  &c.,  when  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  until  Saturday,  for  the  purpose  of  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  Union 
for  the  half-year.  Upon  this  understanding  I did  not  object  to  the  Guardians 
devoting  the  remainder  of  Friday  afternoon  to  a revision  of  relieving  officers’ 
lists,  &c.  I am  sorry  to  say,  however,  that  not  one  Guardian  attended  next  day ; 
and  although  I had  all  the  accounts  examined  and  prepared,,  and  remained  in 
the  Board-room  until  five  o’clock,  nothing  could  be  dpne,  greatly  to  the  incon- 
venience of  the  contractors,  relieving  officers,  and  others.  I shall  endeavour  to 
have  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  Guardians  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday,  when 
I hope  to  have  the  accounts  for  the  half-year  examined  and  disposed  of.  I 
believe  I am  tolerably  correct  in  stating  (in  round  numbers)  the  liabilities  of  the 
Guardians  at  6000/.  up  to  the  25th  instant,  which  would  leave  their  treasurer’s 
account  as  follows  :■ — 

£.  s.  d. 

Balance  in  favour  of  Guardians  on  18th  instant  . 2,266  4 6 
24th. — Amount  paid  in  by  collectors  during  the 

current  week  .......  324  0 0 

25th. — Amount  paid  in  this  day  . . . . 195  0 0 


2,785  4 6 

Less  by  liabilities,  say  . . . . . 600  0 0 


Balance  to  credit  of  Union  . . 2,1S5  4 6 

I expect  that  there  will  be  large  collections  of  rates  made  during  the  next  and 
following  week,  although  the  fair  of  this  town  was  considered  a dull  one,  there 
being  no  buyers  for  stock  of  any  kind,  unless  for  immediate  consumption.  I am 
sorry  to  say  the  number  on  the  out-door  relief  list  in  this  Union  is  7,624,  being  an 
increase  of  over  200.  Under  section  2 the  number  of  cases  are  618,  and  of 
dependents  2, 1 12.  The  expenditure  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  week  over  2 \l. 
This  is  partly  caused  by  the  wet  state  of  the  land,  and  partly  by  the  cessation  of 
employment  upon  the  railway  from  Ballybrophy  to  Thurles. 


Mr.  Todd  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  3,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  upon  the  present  state  of  this  Union  for  the 
information  of  the  Commissioners. 

The  presence  of  a number  of  workmen  employed  in  raising  a story  over  the 
idiot  wards  necessarily  interrupts  the  appearance  of  order  about  the  house.  There 
is  also  considerable  inconvenience  in  the  house,  caused  by  the  want  of  a nursery 
and  a sufficiently  large  day-room  (women’s).  I propose  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Guardians  to  these  matters  at  their  next  Board-meeting.  The  master  is  suffi- 
ciently recovered  to  re-enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office. 

The  returns  from  the  relieving  officers  for  the  last  week  may  be  relied  upon, 
as  corresponding  with  the  entries  in  the  Application  and  Report  Books  sanctioned 
by  the  initials  of  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  They  show  a slight 
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falling  off  in  the  numbers  and  cost  of  the  week’s  rations  issued,  as  compared  with 
the  previous  week.  But  I have  reason  to  believe  that  the  amount  of  Relief  in  this 
Union  exceeds  the  requirements  of  the  really  destitute,  and  that  therefore  a very 
considerable  reduction  in  the  relieving  officer’s  lists  is  necessary,  both  as  regards 
numbers  and  extent  of  relief. 

The  collectors  have  exerted  themselves  during  the  past  week,  and  considering 
the  circumstances  of  a considerable  portion  of  this  Union,  I think  the  amount  col- 
lected satisfactory,  and  it  would  have  been  more  so,  but  that  some  lodgments  were 
made  after  the  treasurer  had  made  up  his  week’s  account. 

The  amount  collected  was  637/.  during  the  week. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  6,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  3rd  instant  relating  to  the  Roscrea  Union  in  which  you  state  that 
you  consider  that  the  amount  of  relief  given  in  the  Union,  exceeds  the  require- 
ments of  the  really  destitute,  and  in  reference  thereto  I am  to  state,  that  the  Com- 
missioners rely  upon  your  taking  such  steps  as  will  effectually  expose  cases  of 
simulated  distress. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  an  extract  from  your  report  relative  to  the 
additional  accommodation  required  at  the  workhouse,  has  been  forwarded  to  the 
Commissioners’  architect. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  7,  1848. 

We  beg  to  inform  you  that  we  removed  the  girls  out  of  the  workhouse 
on  Wednesday  last  into  the  house  we  had  taken  from  Doctor  Lamprey.  We 
decided  on  removing  the  girls  there  instead  of  the  boys,  as  we  conceived  that 
that  would  diminish  considerably,  probably  wholly  remove,  any  ideal  injury 
which  the  premises  might  sustain  from  being  applied  to  the  purposes  of  a poor- 
house  ; and  we  have  taken  all  necessary  steps  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible,  all 
damage  to  any  part  of  the  interior  of  the  house. 

We  are  at  present  in  treaty  for  another  house  for  the  boys,  and  we  only 
wait  your  approval  to  proceed  with  the  bargain,  and  to  submit  it  in  distinct 
terms. 

We  are,  however,  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  erecting  additional  accommo- 
dation within  the  precincts  of  the  workhouse,  as  far  as  it  is  feasible  and  con- 
sistent with  the  health  of  the  inmates,  is  to  be  preferred  to  the  taking  of  extern 
houses,  as  the  staff  are  thus  enabled  to  have  a more  •constant  surveillance  over 
all  matters  in  their  charge. 

We  are  happy  to  say,  that  notwithstanding  the  urgent  application  for  out- 
door relief  under  section  2 from  Athboy,  that  the  number  of  applications  for 
in-door  relief  on  Saturday  last,  in  consequence  of  being  refused  the  former,  was 
not  very  considerable,  as  will  appear  on  the  minutes. 

We  await  your  instructions  relative  to  the  erecting  of  single  galleries  in  the 
dormitories,  for  doing  which  we  have  received  tenders. 

It  appears  that  several  of  the  Relief  Committees,  at  the  termination  of  the 
relief  system,  left  the  boilers  which  had  been  used  by  them  in  the  kitchens, 
where  they  had  been  originally  set,  under  the  impression,  we  believe,  that  they 
might  be  required  again ; and  there  is  now  a charge  made  for  the  rent  of  the 
premises  at  a rate  of  2s.  per  week.  We  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  we 
ought  to  pay  the  charge  up  to  this  date,  and  have  the  boilers  removed  into 
store,  or  leave  them  where  they  are,  subject  to  the  accruing  charge  of  2s.  per 
week  for  each  kitchen. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — February  18,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  of  the  7th  instant,  relating 
to  boilers  which  had  been  used  by  the  late  Relief  Committee  in  Trim  Union, 
I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  the  boilers  should  be 
removed  and  taken  into  store  as  proposed  in  your  report. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  14,  1848. 

We  have  to  report  that  we  have  before  us  an  offer  of  a house  in  the 
town  of  Trim  capable  of  containing  about  120  boys,  for  the  sum  of  40/.  for  one 
year  certain.  We  would  at  once  conclude  the  bargain,  but  that  we  are  anxious 
to  put  ourselves  in  communication  with  the  proprietor,  who  lives  in  Dublin, 
in  reference  to  some  allowance  for  putting  the  premises  in  a proper  state  of 
repair,  to  do  which,  we  consider  it  will  require  about  51.  It  is  not  our  inten- 
tion, however,  ultimately  to  decline  taking  the  house,  even  if  he  should  refuse 
to  make  us  any  allowance,  as  we  consider  it  fit  for  our  object. 

As  there  is  an  immediate  prospect  of  removing  the  boys  from  the  workhouse, 
it  brings  strongly  before  us  the  capabilities  of  the  schoolmaster  who  will  be  in 
charge  of  them.  It  appears  that  the  present  master  was  only  appointed  tem- 
porarily on  the  4th  of  August  (on  his  son  being  sent  up  to  the  training  school 
in  Dublin,  from  whence  he  was  appointed  to  another  Union),  and  without 
preferring  any  specific  charge  against  him,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
we  do  not  consider  him  qualified  to  make  an  efficient  master.  We  have  also 
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Trim  Union.  to  observe  that  in  our  opinion,  the  salary  hitherto  given,  viz.,  12/.  per  annum, 
is  inadequate  to  procure  the  services  of  a properly  qualified  person. 

The  medical  officer  has  just  reported  to  us  that  he  finds  dysentery  on  the 
increase  among  the  boys  from  9 to  15  years  of  age,  and  he  attributes  this  to 
the  fact  of  their  getting  buttermilk  instead  of  sweet  milk  at  this  time  of  year. 
Under  these  circumstances,  at  his  recommendation,  we  have  thought  it  advisable 
to  place  all  the  children  on  sweet  milk  diet  for  the  present. 

We  have  entered  into  a contract  for  building  single  sleeping  galleries  in  the 
upper  dormitories. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  18,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  already  expressed  their 
approval  of  the  Vice-Guardians  taking  a house  in  addition  to  that  taken  from 
Dr.  Lamprey ; and  the  Commissioners  presume  that  the  statement  in  your 
report  refers  to  such  second  house. 

I am  also  to  request  that  you  will  inform  the  Commissioners  whether  the 
schoolmaster  has  sent  in  his  resignation,  if  not,  he  should  be  called  upon  to  do 
so ; and  when  the  office  has  been  thus  vacated,  the  Guardians  can  take  the 
usual  steps,  with  a view  to  the  appointment  of  his  successor. 

With  reference  to  the  diet  to  be  adopted  for  inmates  affected  with  dysentery, 
I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  approval  of  the  Guardians  being  guided  by 
the  opinion  of  the  medical  officer. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — Februcmj  21,  1848. 

Referring  to  our  last  report  as  regards  the  schoolmaster,  we  think  it 
right  to  state  our  opinion  that  the  present  salary  of  12Z.  per  annum  is  in- 
adequate to  procure  the  services  of  a properly  qualified  person  j and  we 
propose  that  we  should  be  authorized  to  advertise  for  a schoolmaster  at  20/. 
per  annum. 

Applications  have  been  sent  to  us  to  provide  coffins  for  persons  dying  outside 
the  workhouse  ; and  we  have  stated  it  to  be  our  opinion  that  we  should  not  be 
justified  in  doing  so,  and  have  referred  the  parties  to  the  churchwardens  as  the 
proper  persons  to  supply  them. 

We  regret  to  report  that  an  old  woman  was  found  dead  the  other  day  on  the 
road.  It  appears  she  -was  in  the  receipt  of  out-door  relief ; and,  on  questioning 
the  relieving  officer,  he  has  informed  us  that  the  persons  with  whom  she  was 
living  on  seeing  that  she  was  dying  had  turned  her  (with  great  inhumanity) 
out  on  the  road.  The  only  blame  we  attach  to  the  relieving  officer  in  the 
matter  was  his  timidity  in  not  taking  on  himself  the  responsibility  of  pro- 
visionally supplying  her  with  food  more  suitable  to  her  than  the  rations 
ordered,  which  were  meal  rations,  and,  as  it.  appears,  unfit  for  a person  in  her 
state.  As  this  may  probably  become  a subject  of  inquiry  on  a coroner’s 
inquest,  we  have  thought  it  right  to  mention  the  facts  to  you  as  far  as  they 
are  known  to  us. 

We  have  been  informed  that  a public  meeting  was  held  in  this  town  yesterday 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  subscriptions  to  give  employment  to  the  able- 
bodied  destitute  poor ; and  we  hope  they  will  succeed  in  getting  sufficient 
funds  to  support  them  by  employment  till  the  agricultural  spring  work  com- 
mences. We  have  mentioned  this  fact  to  put  you  in  possession  of  circum- 
stances as  they  occur  in  the  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing:— February  23,  1848. 

As  regards  the  appointment  of  a schoolmaster  for  the  workhouse,  I am 
to  express  the  Commissioners’  approval  of  a salary  of  20/.  per  annum  for  that 
officer. 

With  reference  to  the  death  reported  by  you,  I am  to  state,  that  the  relieving 
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officer’s  attention  has  already  been  expressly  called  to  the  extent  of  his  provi-  Trim  Union, 
sional  powers  by  the  Commissioners’  Circular  of  the  10th  November  last : he  — 
should  be  reminded  of  that  communication,  and  warned  to  be  careful  to  do  his 
duty  in  cases  of  this  description  in  future. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  28,  1848. 

We  have  to  report  that  we  hope  before  the  end  of  this  week,  to  have 
the  house  lately  taken  by  us,  in  a state  fit  to  receive  the  boys  from  the  work- 
house. 

We  have  this  day  received  a communication  from  the  Central  Board  of 
Health,  enclosing  a requisition  devolving  on  us  the  management  of  the  tempo- 
rary fever  hospital  at  Trim.  In  answer,  we  have  stated  that  there  are  no  less 
than  four  fever  hospitals  in  Trim  Union,  and  requesting  further  information  as 
to  whether  it  is  intended  to  have  them  all  closed  but  the  one  situated  in  the 
town  of  Trim,  to  which  their  communication  seems  solely  to  refer. 

We  have  also  to  report  that  on  Saturday  last,  we  caused  to  be  brought  up 
before  the  magistrates,  a man  whose  wife  had  been  maintained  for  some  time 
in  this  workhouse ; he  was  committed  to  gaol  for  three  months  with  hard 
labour;  we  hope  it  will  have  the  effect  of  checking  parties  from  deserting  their 
families,  and  leaving  them  chargeable  on  the  rates,  several  cases  of  which  land 
have  occurred  in  this  Union. 

We  have  again  to  bring  under  your  notice  a difficulty  we  experienced  in 
providing  clothing  for  persons  whom  we  wish  to  remove  from  the  workhouse, 
as  being  infirm,  &c.  The  simplest  plan  would  be  to  get  whatever  clothes  we 
found  it  necessary  to  give,  made  up  in  the  workhouse,  of  a different  description 
from  that  worn  in  the  house ; but  then  the  expense  could  not  be  put  entirely 
against  the  electoral  division  where  the  pauper  will  be  chargeable  ; we  there- 
fore think  this  system  objectionable.  Probably  the  better  way  would  be  to  con- 
tract with  some  clothier  to  supply  any  article  we  may  require  ready  made, 
which  we  can  charge  as  given  in  money  or  kind  against  the  proper  electoral 
division. 

Application  has  been  made  to  us  on  one  or  two  occasions  by  the  relieving 
officers,  to  know  what  they  should  do  when  they  were  applied  to  by  parties 
suffering  under  small-pox,  who  might  require  medical  attendance.  The  tem- 
porary fever  hospitals  have  declined  admitting  them  for  fear  of  infection. 
Under  the  circumstances  we  have  been  rather  at  a loss  to'  know  what  instruc- 
tions to  give. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  3,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  see  no  objection  to  the  course  pro- 
posed by  you  with  reference  to  the  supply  of  clothing  where  necessary  to 
persons  leaving  the  workhouse. 

As  regards  the  relief  of  persons  suffering  from  small-pox,  I am  to  state  that 
the  temporary  hospitals  provided  under  the  Fever  Acts  are  not  confined  to  the 
reception  of  fever  cases ; but  cases  of  other  epidemic  or  contagious  disease  are 
receivable  therein,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  small-pox  comes  within  the 
terms  of  the  statute. 

In  cases  of  necessity  the  relieving  officers  are  competent  to  procure  medical 
assistance  and  charge  the  cost  to  the  electoral  division,  or  Union  at  large,  as  the 
case  may  be. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  27,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  report,  that  during  the  past  week  we  again 
investigated  minutely  the  details  on  which  our  estimate  for  the  expenditure  of 
this  Union,  up  to  the  29th  September  next,  was  based ; and  finding  an  excess 
of  125/.  in  the  calculated  expenditure  (including  the  repayment  of  133 31. 
advanced  by  the  Treasury)  of  the  Athboy  electoral  division  above  the  funds 
which  would  be  available  at  the  rate  proposed  to  be  struck,  we  thought  it 
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Trim  Union.  advisable  to  rescind ‘our  resolution  of  the  26th  February,  as  regarded  that  elec- 

toral  division,  and  have  put  on  the  minutes  another  resolution,  that  a rate  of 

2s.  6d.  in  the  pound  be  struck,  instead  of  2s.  3d.,  as  previously  resolved  on. 

The  rate  books  -were  not  ready  to  be  signed  on  Saturday,  as  we  had  hoped 
they  would  have  been ; but  we  fully  expect  there  will  be  no  longer  delay 
beyond  next  Saturday.  We  investigated  the  arrears  appearing  at  the  foot  of 
the  collectors’  accounts,  and  when  we  were  satisfied  that  the  amounts  were 
due  on  dilapidated  buildings  or  on  houses  which  had  been  unoccupied  since  the 
striking  of  the  rate  on  which  the  arrear  accrued,  we  had  them  cancelled,  as  we 
considered  it  worse  than  useless  to  bring  forward  on  the  new  rate  books  unre- 
coverable arrears.  We  did  not  strike  off  any  sums  chargeable  on  land. 

We  are  happy  to  state,  that  the  discharges  from  the  workhouse  during  the 
past  week  exceeded  the  admission  by  23 ; and  the  total  number  in  the  house  on 
Saturday  was  only  505.  We  have  reason  to  hope  that  the  numbers  will  not 
much  exceed  this  during  the  summer ; but  in  framing  our  estimate  we  have 
thought  it  safer  to  make  an  allowance  for  an  average  increase  of  50  over  the 
numbers  appearing  on  the  books  on  the  5th  February,  as  possibly  in  the  month 
of  July  a number  of  able-bodied  labourers  might  apply  for  admission,  whom 
we  ought  to  be  in  a position  to  relieve  if  necessary.  Captain  Huband  visited 
the  workhouse  on  Saturday  last,  and  we  believe  he  was  satisfied  with  the  state 
in  which  he  found  it. 
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S win  eford  Union. 


SWINEFORD  UNION. 


Captain  Broughton  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  1,  1848. 

I regret  to  have  to  commence  my  report  with  the  announcement  of  the 
death  of  the  poor  schoolmaster,  of  typhus;  he  died  this  morning.  The 
Committee  met  at  the  usual  hour,  and  vast  numbers  of  applicants  appeared. 
Near  200  were  admitted,  until  to-morrow,  when  selection  will  be  made  of 
from  300  to  400  persons,  women  and  children  chiefly,  and  infirm  old  persons, 
it  was  necessary  to  provide  temporarily  for  these,  and  being  fine  dry  weather  I 
have  had  the  larger  portion  of  them  placed  in  the  new  fever  sheds  (which  have 
never  been  used),  which  will  make  the  ordinary  probationary  wards  avail- 
able for  cleansing  and  dressing  the  others  in  the  morning ; this  was  the  best 
arrangement  I could  think  of.  Many  of  them  came  in  evidently  for  the 
purpose  of  forcing  the  measure,  and  no  doubt  will  leave  on  being  put  to  work 
in  the  morning. 

I will  forward  the  state  of  the  house  as  soon  as  it  is  regulated.  In  the 
absence  of  master,  matron,  and  schoolmaster,  the  pressure  is  very  severe  on  the 
remaining  officers  of  the  house;  and  it  would  be  injustice  to  them  not  to  state 
the  zeal  and  activity  all  evince  to  do  their  best,  particularly  the  schoolmistress, 
who,  I regret  to  say,  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  to-day  for  the  situation  of 
matron.  The  difficulties  are  aggravated  by  the  whole  pump  and  water 
apparatus  being  out  of  order,  and  no  water  available  except  what  is  brought  in 
buckets  from  a small  stream  hard  by ; and  this,  without  the  power  of  remedy, 
having  in  vain  written  to  Sligo  and  Castlebar  for  a plumber.  I also  made 
application  to  the  barrackmaster  at  Castlebar,  to  know  if  he  could  send  over 
any  one  connected  with  the  engineer  department,  and  I have  the  hopes  a 
person  will  be  here  in  the  morning  to  set  all  in  order. 

The  appointment  of  master  and  matron  took  place  this  day,  the  selection  fell 
on  a Mr.  and  Mrs.  O’Donnell ; seven  applications  were  put  in,  amongst  others 
an  old  police  serjeant  of  18  years’  standing  with  excellent  characters,  but  not 
one  voted  for  him.  I cannot  but  think  in  any  future  alteration  or  extension  of 
the  Act,  it  would  be  wise  for  the  Commissioners  to  appoint  direct — many 
heart-burnings  and  much  feeling  would  be  avoided  by  the  appointments  resting 
in  head  quarters  for  every  situation,  and  very  much  abuse  no  doubt  prevented. 
The  letter  I was  enabled  to  lay  before  the  meeting,  so  promptly  sent  by  the 
Commissioners  from  the  Board  of  Health,  was  received  with  the  attention  it 
deserved.  I have  forwarded  it  to  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  Union, 
and  trust  we  shall  receive  the  cask  of  chloride  of  lime  to-morrow. 

The  whitewashing  of  the  premises  has  been  commenced,  and  will  be 
continued  until  completed. 

I shall  be  most  willing  to  give  my  best  assistance  to  the  Guardians,  to  get 
through  the  present  “crisis”  in  the  affairs  of  this  Union,  and  have  no  doubt 
we  shall  succeed.  This  month  over,  we  may  fairly  look  for  the  worst  being 
passed. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Broughton,  in  reply  to  the  foregoing : — 
February  3,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  consider  the  arrangements  which  you  have  made 
satisfactory. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  they  recommend  the  adoption  of  means 
for  providing  a supply  of  water  within  the  workhouse  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
desire  to  suggest  the  use  of  the  adjoining  stream  for  that  object,  if  the  ground 
permit  and  an  agreement  can  be  effected. 

The  Commissioners  will  defer  confirming  the  appointment  of  the  new 
master  and  matron,  until  you  are  satisfied  of  their  undoubted  fitness. 


3 Q 
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Swineford  Union. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  23,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  I attended  a meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  Swineford  Union  yesterday. 

There  were  a considerable  number  of  applicants  for  relief,  very  few  of  whom 
appeared  to  me  to  be  in  distress ; in  fact,  accustomed  as  I have  been  to  impo- 
sition, I never  saw  a more  disgraceful  scene  than  yesterday’s. 

I think  it  is  most  desirable  that  an  Inspector  should  at  once  be  sent  to  Swine- 
ford. I find  that  in  justice  to  my  own  Union  I cannot  give  as  much  time  as  I 
could  wish  to  Swineford.  It  would  require  a person  to  be  constantly  on  the 
spot  to  have  anything  approaching  to  an  effectual  check  upon  the  game  which 
the  people  are  attempting  to  play. 

I have  written  to  Count  Strzelecki  about  the  schools,  the  demands  for  which 
I am  satisfied  Captain  Broughton  never  approved  of,  and  which  exceed  all 
reasonable  bounds.  Mr.  Richard  Bourke  issued  25  tons  of  provisions  last  week ; 
and  in  consequence  of  a letter  which  I received  from  him  I did  not  reduce  the 
issue  yesterday,  but  I warned  the  patrons  that  they  must  be  prepared  to  expect 
a very  great  reduction  in  the  next  issue. 

I understand  that  the  cause  of  the  overwhelming  demands  for  relief  yesterday, 
may  in  some  measure  be  attributed  to  the  Guardians  having  ordered  relief  to 
all  persons  whose  names  appeared  on  the  relieving  officers’  books  last  Tuesday 
week,  without  requiring  the  applicants  to  appear  before  them.  On  that  occasion 
they  met  at  the  court-house.  There  was  some  intention  of  meeting  there 
yesterday ; but  I requested  the  Chairman  to  put  it  to  the  Guardians  whether 
they  could  conscientiously  order  any  paupers  into  the  house  if  they  objected  to 
meet  there  themselves. 

Owing  to  the  changes  of  officers  in  the  establishment,  the  death  of  the  school- 
master, the  illness  of  Captain  Broughton,  and  the  pumps  being  out  of  order,  I 
found  the  house  in  a very  dirty  state.  I called  the  attention  of  the  Guardians 
to  the  subject,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  they  will  endeavour  to  get  the  house 
into  its  accustomed  good  order. 

Implements  are  much  required  for  the  able-bodied  paupers.  The  Guardians 
have  sent  a requisition  to  the  Board  of  Works,  but  as  yet  they  have  not  received 
any  reply.  I told  them  that  they  ought  to  have  applied  through  your  office. 

I am  sure  that  the  Commissioners  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  poor  Captain 
Broughton  is  going  on  most  favourably,  and  that  the  loss  of  his  services  in  the 
Swineford  Union  is  most  deeply  regretted  by  the  Guardians,  many  of  whom 
stated  to  me  yesterday  that  his  whole  time  and  thoughts  were  constantly  occu- 
pied in  trying  how  he  could  best  serve  the  interests  of  his  Union.  I can  easily 
conceive  this,  as  I understand  that  in  his  ravings  he  frequently  alludes  to  the 
state  of  its  affairs. 

I write  in  great  haste  as  the  post  is  just  going  out;  and  I wish  not  to  lose  a 
moment  in  requesting  the  Commissioners  to  send  down  an  inspector.  I think, 
perhaps,  he  had  better  come  to  Ballina  in  the  first  instance. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  26,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  thanks  for  your  report. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  your  report  will  be  communicated  to 
Mr.  Gibbons,  the  Temporary  Inspector,  who  has  gone  down  to  Swineford. 

The  Commissioners  desire  me  to  express  their  great  satisfaction  at  the  intel- 
ligence conveyed  to  them  in  your  report  respecting  Captain  Broughton. 

The  Commissioners  have  already  communicated  with  the  Board  of  Worts 
with  regard  to  the  implements  required  for  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied 
paupers  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the  Swineford  Union 


Mr.  Gibbons  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  27,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board 
ot  Guardians  on  the  24th  instant.  5 

There  was  a great  press  of  applicants,  many  of  them  appearing  in  a very  desti- 
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tute  state.  The  Board  sat  till  late  in  the  evening ; and  finding  it  impossible  that 
the  quarter  of  the  number  of  applicants  could  be  gone,  into  iu  one  day,  I requested 
the  Board  to  meet  daily  until  the  present  press  of  applicants  was  disposed  of,  which 
they  at  once  agreed  to. 

The  Board  sits  each  day,  and  a very  considerable  number  of  cases  have  been 
disposed  of ; but  there  still  remains  a surprising  number. 

None  of  the  applicants  refused  to  break  stones  ; but  the  great  majority  refused 
to  enter  the  house,  and.  many  of  those  who  were  passed  for  the  in-door  relief 
afterwards  left  the  house. 

_ Those  that  were  passed  for  the  out-door  relief  were  informed  they  should  work 
eight  hours  per  day;  they  all  expressed  their  willingness  to  do  so. 

The  Board  have  not  the  necessary  implements  for  stone-breaking, 

I am  informed  they  have  applied  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  implements,  and 
have  not  as  yet  been  favoured  with  a reply. 

The  Board  have  resolved  on  talcing  an  additional  house  for  the  children,  so  as 
to  make  more  room  for  adults  in  the  Union  house. 

The  house  is  at  present  full ; but  on  Monday  next  the  Board  propose  discharging 
a number  of  the  old  people,  and  of  those  the  longest  in,  so  as- to  make  room  for 
the  able-bodied. 

I am  informed  that  there  is  great  misery  in  different  parts  of  the  Union. 

I propose,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners,  to  go  through  the  Union, 
and  to  ascertain  if  possible  the  truth  respecting  the  existence  of  the  extent  of 
misery,  reported  to  me. 

The  Guardians  have  met  each  day  since  my  arrival,  and  will  continne  to.  do  so 
for  a few  days.  I attend  their  meetings. 

I called  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  very  neglected  state  of  the  house, 
being  in  want  of  cleansing,  whitewashing,  &c. 

I expressed  my  surprise  the  house  should  be  so  neglected,  and  was  informed  the 
master  was  only  a very  short  time  in  office  ; that  the  late  master  had  been  very 
inefficient,  and  that  there  were  but  few  able-bodied  paupers  in  the  house. 

I stated  they  should  not  be  so  very  liberal  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied, 
when  the  house  was  in  such  want  of  cleansing,  and  they  had  not  a sufficient 
number  of  able-bodied  in-door  to  do  the  work.  I also  remarked  that  the  fever 
being  at  present  in  the  house  was  principally  owing  to  neglect. 

The  Board  directed  the  necessary  cleansing,  whitewashing,  &c. 

J also  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  neglected  state  of  the  grounds 
about  the  house,  and  the  approaches  thereto. 

Also  to  the  state  of  the  drains,  sewers,  &c.,  which  are  very  imperfect.  . 

The  pump  is  also  out  of  order ; but  a contract  has  been  entered  into  to  have  it 
repaired  and  kept  in  repair. 

The  principal  drains  are  not  covered  in ; the  grounds  and  buildings  may  be 
easily  drained,  as  there  is  a fall  of  about  10  feet  to  the  river. 

I have  been  also  obliged,  at  each  meeting  of  the  B'oard  since  my  arrival,  to  call 
their  attention  to  the  great  inconvenience  as  well  as  danger  in  allowing  the  hall, 
passages,  and  stairs  leading  to  the  Board-room,  to  he  filled  by  the  applicants  for 
relief,  many  of  them  having  members  of  their  families  in  sickness  and  fever. 

A full  Board  meets  on  Tuesday  next,  when  I shall  again  bring  all  those  matters 
before  them ; the  several  Guardians  present  expressed  their  wish  to  have  all  those 
matters  properly  attended  to. 

The  fever  hospital  progresses  slowly,  and  the  fever  sheds  are  not  finished. 

A Mr.  Kobinson  came  before  the  Board,  and  stated  lie  could  not  get  men  to 
work,  though  he  had  offered  10 d.  per  day.  I requested  him  to  furnish  the  names 
of  the  persons  refusing  to  work ; he  stated  he  could  not  just  then  do  so. 

Some  of  the  applicants  stated  they  had  offered  to  work  for  2 d.  per  day  and 
their  diet. 

. It  was  complained  that  an  applicant  refused  to  work  though  offered  fair  wages. 

I inquired  into  the  charge ; the  man  was  offered  5s.  for  digging  half  an  acre  of 
land  ; he  stated  it  would  not  be  2d.  per  day,  and  that  would  not  support  his  family; 
he  was  admitted  for  in-door  relief. 

I am  informed  that  some  abuses  exist  respecting  the  application  of  the  funds 
granted  by  the  British  Association  in  respect  to  the  food  supplied,. and  the  number 
of  children  relieved.  I propose  inquiring  into  the  matter  during  the  ensuing  week. 

I have  been,  up  to  the  present  time,  much  occupied-  at  the  tJnion  house;  but  I 

3 Q 2 
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expect  that,  in  a few  days  the  Board  will  have  disposed  of  the  present  list  of 
applicants : they  require  attention. 

Respecting  the  anonymous  communication  of  the  19th  instant,  the  charges  shall 
he  brought  before  a full  meeting  of  the  Board  on  the  29th  instant,  and  the  expla- 
nation reported  to  the  Commissioners.  I have  retained  the  letter  till  after  that 
date. 

I have  obtained  the  following  information  respecting  the  charges  : — 

On  the  I5th  instant  the  Board  elected  rate-collectors.  The  election  had  been 
advertised  10  days  previous.  The  parties  elected  were  all  Poor  Law  Guardians, 
namely,  Patrick  Kelly,  Patrick  Cunniffe,  and  John  O’Grady. 

The  former  collectors  were  deemed  inefficient,  on  account  of  the  large  arrear  of 
rates  they  allowed  to  accrue  due. 

On  the  22nd  instant  the  Guardians  elected  relieving  officers  for  each  electoral 
division  without  having  advertised  their  intention. 

Miss  O’Hara,  the  schoolmistress,  was  dismissed  for  refusing  to  obey  the  orders 
of  the  Guardians. 

A surprising  number  of  applicants  applied  for  relief  within  the  last  few  days  ; 
the  out-door  relief  was  offered  to  the  most  wretched,  the  others  were  offered  the 
in-door,  but  very  few  accepted  of  it ; but  all,  old  and  young,  were  most  anxious  to 
be  employed  at  stone-breaking.  I am  informed  there  is  a considerable  number  of 
cases  to  be  examined  into.  The  Guardians  state  there  is  great  distress  existing  in 
the  remote  parts  of  the  Union.  I shall  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  those 
statements  of  extreme  distress,  as  yet  I have  not  had  sufficient  time  to  see  my  way 
clearly. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -—March  4,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  consider  it  to  be  necessary  that  you 
should  make  yourself  fully  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  Union  generally,  and 
visit  the  places  at  which  the  relieving  officers  receive  applications,  and  give  out 
food. 

The  Commissioners  must  consider  the  administration  of  relief  exceedingly  defec- 
tive where  it  appears  that  there  are  not  able-bodied  paupers  in  the  workhouse 
sufficient  to  keep  it  thoroughly  cleansed  ; and  they  recommend  that  arrangements 
be  made  for  taking  able-bodied  paupers’  families  into  the  house  in  the  room  of 
such  of  the  present  inmates  as  can  be  properly,  and  with  safety,  transferred  to  the 
out-door  relief  lists. 

The  Commissioners  at  once  communicated  with  the  Board  of  Works  on  beino- 
informed  of  the  implements  which  were  required  for  the  employment  of  able* 
bodied  paupers  in  the  Union ; and  they  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  application 
has  since  been  complied  with. 


Mr.  Gibbons  to  the  Commissioners: — March  10,  1848. 

.0,  .IJTAKE  ^®lib-er,ty,of  suggestlng  that  at  the  end  of  the  present  month 
the  out-door  relief  might  he,  with  more  safety,  suspended  to  the  able-bodied. 

f here  is  some  field  labour  at  present  in  progress,  but  it  is  chiefly  among 
] e occJiPlers  ° *10l<^rigs>  so  the  people  generally  do  not  benefit 

labour  ^ 18  als°  excessOTel5r  wet,  which  in  some  degree  retards  field 

There  is  not  at  present  an  excessive  number  of  able-bodied  mdn  receiving 
out-door  relief.  ° 

I have  used  my  best  exertions  to  clear  the  Union-house  of  the  old  and  sickly, 
with  whom  I found  the  house  crowded  on  my  arrival ; the  consequence  is,  we 
have  now  a fair  proportion  of  the  able-bodied  in-door 

wWfi  %consideraW®  number  of  deserted  women  in  this  Union;  women 
whose  husbands  are  m America  and  in  England,  and  women  not  married 
having  numerous  children. 

moFtP°^tltheisitSt-mif°r.”atfn  thf  1 have  been  aUe  t0  obtain,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  18th  instant  is  too  early  a date  for  the  total  suspension  of  outdoor 
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relief  to  the  able-bodied  men  in  this  Union ; but  it  might  be  limited  from  that 
date,  and  in  fact  I have  endeavoured  to  limit  the  out-door  relief  as  much  as 
possible  to  the  aged  and  helpless  women  having  long  families,  &c.  &c. ; and  it 
shall  be  my  endeavour  this  week  to  limit  it  still  more  closely. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  15,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you,  that  in  accordance  with  your  views,  the  Com- 
missioners have  given  directions  for  the  issue  of  an  order  authorizing  the 
Guardians  to  afford  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  persons,  with  the  exception 
of  single  men  having  but  two  children. 


Mr.  Gibbons  to  the  Commissioners: — March.  11,  1848. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  and  the  Union-house  generally,  have  occupied 
almost  my  whole  time  these  several  days  past. 

The  applications  for  relief  have  been  very  numerous  the  last  few  weeks  ; I 
have  endeavoured  to  have  the  in-door  test  given  to  all  able-bodied  persons. 

Eight  hundred  applicants  were  passed  for  in-door  relief  in  one  day ; 130  only 
remained,  and  45  out  of  that  number  refused  to  wear  the  Union  clothing,  and 
were  consequently  dismissed  without  relief. 

The  people  being  so  anxious  for  out-door  relief,  and  willing  to  break  stones 
or  do  any  work  they  should  be  required,  and  refusing  the  in-door  relief,  induced 
me  to  attend  closely  to  the  admission  of  applicants.  I have  had  numerous  old 
and  infirm  people,  and  women  with  long  families  (with  whom  I found  the 
house  crowded),  discharged,  and  the  able-bodied  admitted. 

The  house  appears  to  have  been  neglected,  inasmuch  as  there  was  a great 
deficiency  of  all  necessary  articles,  such  as  clothing,  shoes,  &c.,  cans,  spoons, 
and  measures,  brushes,  and  other  articles  absolutely  requisite.  I have  had 
those  articles  all  ordered,  and  most  of  them  supplied  to  the  house.  There  is 
still  a great  deficiency  in  clothing  ; the  probationary  wards  are  full,  solely  for 
want  of  Union  clothing. 

Finding  there  were  some  tailors  in  the  house,  I have  had  some  materials 
purchased  for  repairing  the  old  clothes,  and  directed  that  some  of  the  most 
handy  boys  should  be  picked  out  and  put  to  work,  under  the  directions  of  the 
tailors,  in  repairing  the  old  clothes. 

I understand  there  are  some  shoemakers  in  the  house,  but  I have  not  been 
able  to  have  the  old  shoes  repaired. 

I have  had  whitewash  brushes  purchased,  and  have  directed  a number  of  the 
paupers  to  be  kept  constantly  whitewashing  the  different  parts  of  the  house. 
Parts  of  the  house  are  damp,  and  parts  require  better  ventilation. 

I found  the  drains  very  defective ; one  principal  drain  appears  never  to  have 
acted;  they  are  all  defective.  I have  had  them  opened  by  the  paupers,  and 
am  having  them  cleaned. 

I have  had  scrapers  provided  with  a view  of  having  the  approaches  to  the 
house  cleaned ; and  as  soon  as  the  new  drains  are  covered  in,  I propose  having 
the  ground  about  the  house  cleared,  and  levelled,  and  tilled  by  the  in-door 
paupers. 

It  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  an  oven  erected  in  the  Union  house  or 
adjoining.  The  bakers  in  this  Union  appear  not  to  understand  their  business ; 
they  are  chiefly  people  who  have  taken  up  the  trade  since  the  loss  of  the  potato 
crop.  The  baker  who  supplies  the  Union-house  has  informed  me  he  had  been 
a gardener. 

A practical  baker,  sent  by  the  British  Association,  will  shortly . visit  this 
Union.  I have  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  several  of  the  bakers,  and  they 
expressed  great  satisfaction  and  anxiety  to  benefit  by  his  instructions. 

The  Board  have  taken  two  temporary  houses  for  in-door  relief;  they  are  ill 
adapted  for  the  purpose,  but  still  are  the  best  that  could  be  had.  There  are 
too  many  paupers  at  present  in  the  Union  house ; I should  say  the  house  must 
be  permanently  enlarged.  I understand  that  Captain  Broughton  has  some 
plan  in  contemplation  for  the  permanent  enlargement  of  the  house. 


Swineford  Union. 
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Swinefed  Union.  There  is  not  at  present  an  excessive  number  of  able-bodied  men  receiving 
out-cloor  relief. 

The  implements  for  stone-breaking  have  arrived ; the  works  commence  on 
the  13th  instant. 

The  Board  are  in  debt ; I am  frequently  asked  for  small  sums,  the  appli- 
cants being  under  the  impression  that  I can  order  them  payment.  The  Board 
have  no  funds.  I found  there  - has  been  no  buttermilk,  and  only  have  the 
quantity  of  new  milk  supplied  to  the  house,  solely  in  consequence  of  the 
accounts  not  having  been  paid. 

The  collectors  of  the  rates  inform  me  that  they  meet  with  considerable 
delay  in  collecting  the  rates  in  consequence  of  so  many  of  the  proprietors  being 
absent,  and  no  property  on  the  lands  they  could  distrain.  There  appears  no 
opposition  to  the  rates — all  promise  payment. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  and  the  house  generally  have  occupied  me  so  much 
that  I have  not  been  able  to.  visit  the  Union  generally. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  '.—-March  16,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the  collectors  in  the 
collection  of  the  poor-rates,  I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  are  anxious 
that  your  continual  attention  should  be  directed  to  the  collection  of  the  rates, 
and  that  the  collectors  should  be  instructed  to  take  immediate  steps  to  effect 
the  prompt  collection  of  the  rates  in  their  respective  districts ; having  regard 
only  to  the  ability  of  the  parties  to  pay  their  rates,  and  the  wants  of  the  desti- 
tute poor  of  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  that  the  names  of  the  ten  highest  rate- 
payers in  each  electoral  division  should  be  laid  before  the  Board  of  Guardians 
at  each  meeting,  in  order  that  they  may  give  directions  for  enforcing  the 
immediate  payment  of  the  rate  when  necessary.  The  collectors  should  each 
state  opposite  each  of  the  ten  names  the  reason  why  the  rate  has  not  been 
paid. 

If  prompt  and  energetic  steps  are  taken,  the  Commissioners  have  no  doubt 
that  a large  proportion  of  the  rates  may  be  at  once  collected,  and  they  confi- 
dently rely  upon  the  success  of  your  endeavours  to  produce  a satisfactory  result 
in  this  important  particular. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  not  again  have  to  report  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  supplies  for  the  workhouse  inmates. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  no  objection  to 
the  erection  of  an  oven  in  or  adjoining  the  workhouse. 

■ Ule  attention  of  the  Commissioners’  architect  has  been  drawn  to  the  state  of 
the  drains,  and.  the  proposed  enlargement  of  the  workhouse. 


Mr.  Gibbons  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  22,  1848. 

fever  * BEG  t0  rePort  tilat  master  and  porter  of  the  Union  house  are  ill  of 

„Ji°  woald  ie house  had  there  been  a sufficient 

supply  of  clothing,  but  owing  to  the  insufficiency  of  clothing  the  orobationorv 
wards  were  crowded,  and  tire  paupers  remaining  in  theS  dShes  S 

1 have  discharged  all  the  inmates  from  the  probationary  wards  on  out-door 
provided'  Week’  fOT  PUIP°Se  °f  ha™g  the  wards  cleaned  clothes 

JS?  Sual if  aw  TSf  ?mdT. t0  meet  at  the  Court-house,  however  I repre- 
usuafat  ae'Bo^faoom”  “ ^ ^ ^ consequently  me?  as 

There  was.  great  confusion  in  the  house  on  Monday  the  20th  instant  ■ J hid 
house.  Ul  y“  PrCTeDtinS  ‘he  P"*" 

It  was  reported  that  fever  was  in  the  house,  the  inmates  all  became  alarmed 
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and  insisted  on  being  discharged,  however  after  some  time  I induced  them  all  Swineford  Union 
to  return  quietly  into  the  house ; I remained  in  the  house  all  day.  T- 

The  Board  met  on  the  2 1st  instant. 

The  collectors  lodged  346/.,  and  about  100/.  was  lodged  during  the  last 
week;  they  expect  much  more  in  a few  days,  so  that  I hope  for  the  future  there 
will  be  a sufficient  supply  of  all  necessary  articles. 

The  Guardians  have  ordered  full  supply  of  clothing ; and  the  milk  accounts, 
in  particular,  to  be  paid,  as  the  children  and  sick  and  women  nursing  have 
suffered  from  the  very  great  insufficiency  in  the  supply  of  milk  for  some 
weeks  past. 

The  Guardians  have  also  directed  that  tenders  should  be  taken  for  erecting 
an  oven  in  or  adjoining  the  premises,  and  have  also  engaged  a person  to  take 
charge  of  the  house  during  the  master’s  and  porter’s  present  illness. 

The  Guardians  have  also  directed  that  all  applicants  admitted  for  relief  on 
the  21st  instant  should  be  allowed  one  week  out-door  relief,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  probationary  wards  properly  cleaned;  also  to  have  a supply  of 
clothing. 

I expect  by  the  end  of  the  week  that  there  may  be  a sufficient  supply  of 
clothes;  and  as  the  collectors  are  now  actively  engaged,  and  as  there  does  not 
appear  any  vexatious  opposition  to  the  rates,  I hope  for  the  future  the  house 
may  be  properly  supplied.  I called  the  Guardians’  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  fever  being  in  the  house  was  principally  owing  to  their  not  having  a suffi- 
cient supply  of  clothes  and  other  necessary  articles. 

I have  made  arrangements  for  fully  carrying  out  the  order  respecting  out- 
door relief. 

The  schools  have  taken  up  much  of  my  time  this  last  week,  I was  obliged  to 
suspend  the  rations  from  some  of  them,  I am  happy  to  say  that  doing  so  had  a 
good  effect.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  the  baking  in  some  parts  of  the  Union  is 
shameful ; I have  reported  all  matters  connected  with  the  schools  to  Count 
Strzelecki. 


Mr.  Gibbons  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  25,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  that  the  Union-house  required  my  unremitting  attention 
during  the  past  week. 

The  master  and  porter  being  both  ill  of  fever,  and  there  being  neither 
schoolmaster  nor  mistress,  has  caused  considerable  relaxation  of  discipline  in  the 
house. 

On  the  23rd  instant  I counted  all  the  inmates  in  every  part  of  the  house, 
including  the  infirmary  and  fever  wards,  &c.,  and  found  the  total  number 
amounted  to  373  individuals,  including  all  ages,  being  a very  considerable 
decrease  from  the  number  stated  in  the  weekly  return. 

I have  had  the  names,  ages,  and  parish  of  all  now  in  the  house  taken  down, 
with  the  view  of  inquiring  into  the  cause  of  the  decrease,  and  ascertaining  if 
any  parties  have  left  the  house  without  authority,  and  whether  the  full  number 
stated  in  the  weekly  return  was  actually  in  the  house. 

There  are  not  at  present  more  than  six  able-bodied  men  in  the  house;  the 
great  majority  of  those  returned  as  able-bodied  are  boys  over  or  at  15  years, 
and  few  of  those  are  able-bodied. 

There  were  several  able-bodied  men  in  the  house  last  week,  but  they 
discharged  themselves,  and  many  of  them  have  left  for  England,  as  I am 
informed. 

The  work  I had  in  progress  of  deepening  the  drains  is  all  stopped  for  want 
of  assistance. 

I should  mention  that  many  of  the  paupers  have  left  the  house  on  account  of 
the  master  and  porter  being  in  fever,  and  I have  constant  communications, 
stating  that  those  who  have  left  the  house  have  caused  fever  and  other  sickness 
to  spread  through  the  Union. 

All  the  destitute  admitted  for  relief  this  last  week  have  been  allowed  one 
week  of  out-door  on  account  of  the  fever  being  in  the  house  and  the  insufficiency 
of  clothing,  also  to  have  the  old  clothing  cleaned  and  repaired,  and  to  have  the 
probationary  wards  whitewashed,  &c.,  &c. 

I have  directed  that  the  relieving  officers  should  send  in  a return  of  all' the 
able-bodied  persons  on  their  books,  distinguishing  them  in  classes;  also  a return 
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Swineford  Union.  0f  the  number  of  women  whose  husbands  are  stated  to  be  in  England,  as  this 
™ class  is  excessive  in  this  Union. 

I have  before  reported  it  as  my  opinion  that  had  the  Visiting  Committee 
attended  to  their  duty,  the  house  could  hot  have  fallen  into  the  present 
state  of  neglect,  respecting  clothing,  the  absence  of  all  discipline,  as  well  as  the 
filthy  state  of  the  probationary  wards  and  other  parts  of  the  premises. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  : — April  8,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  and  have  had  under  consideration  a 
report  from  their  Inspector,  Mr.  R.  Bourke,  relative  to  his  recent  investigation 
into  the  state  of  Swineford  workhouse,  and  into  the  system  adopted  by  the 
Swineford  Board  of  Guardians  in  administering  relief. 

Mr.  Bourke  states  that  having  compared  the  number  of  persons  in  the  work- 
house  with  the  number  appearing  on  the  books,  there  was  a discrepancy  in  the 
books  amounting  to  168  more  than  were  actually  in  the  house,  and  that  no 
explanation  could  be  given  for  the  absence  of  so  large  a number  of  the  inmates; 
that  having  examined  the  admission  and  discharge  book  to  ascertain  when  the 
inaccuracy  had  taken  place,  he  was  unable  to  fix  the  period  closer  than  between 
the  22nd  January  and  the  present  time ; Captain  Broughton  having  at  that 
date  counted  the  house  with  the  late  porter,  who  was  then  acting  as  master. 

Mr.  Bourke  further  states  that  the  present  workhouse  master  appears  to  be 
totally  unacquainted  with  his  duties,  and  that  he  has  made  no  entries  except  in 
the  admission  and  discharge  book,  the  register,  and  the  provision  check  account, 
and  that  even  these  appear  not  to  have  been  accurately  prepared,  and  that  no 
entry  has  been  made  in  the  relief  list  and  abstract  for  the  last  seven  weeks. 

It  appears  from  Mr.  Bourke’s  report,  that  on  the  27th  ultimo  there" were  but 
405  inmates  in  the  workhouse,  although  the  return  for  the  previous  week 
showed  a total  of  1080 ; that  many  of  these  persons  left  the  workhouse  from 
fear  of  infection,  and  the  rest  were  discharged  in  consequence  of  danger  being 
apprehended  from  permitting  so  large  a number  of  persons  to  remain  in  one 
building  in  their  own  clothes.  Mr.  Bourke  states  that  he  endeavoured  to 
ascertain  exactly  the  stock  of  clothes  belonging  to  the  Union  available  for  the 
use  of  the  paupers,  but  that  he  was  unable  to  do  so,  as  none  of  the  clothing 
books  have  been  made  up  or  any  entry  made  therein  since  1846,  and  that  no 
inventory  of  the  stock  on  hand  appears  at  any  time  to  have  been  taken.  It 
further  appears  that  there  is  no  contract  for  clothing  in  existence ; neither  are 
any  of  the  articles  now  used  in  the  house,  except  Indian  meal  and  turf,  supplied 
in  this  manner,  and  that  hence  no  sufficient  check  exists  as  to  the  delivery  or 
consumption  of  provisions  and  necessaries  for  the  establishment. 

Mr.  Bourke  reports  that  in  company  with  Mr.  Gibbons,  Temporary  Poor 
Law  Inspector,  he  visited  the  house,  and  found  that  in  many  respects  it  is  in  a 
seriously  defective  state — the  probationary  wards  and  yards  and  the  men’s  and 
women’s  yards  being  filthy,  and  the  hospital  still  unprovided  with  bedsteads, 
the  bedding  of  the  patients  being  exceedingly  dirty. 

Mr.  Bourke  also  states  that  the  bread  supplied  to  the  inmates  was  of  the 
worst  possible  quality,  although  the  baker  had  engaged  to  supply  bread  made 
of  whole  flour,  and  that  great  complaints  were  made  to  him  by  the  inmates  of 
the  infirmary  on  the  subject;  that  the  children  were  using  beer  at  dinner 
instead  of  milk,  there  being  no  contract  for  the  latter  article;  and  that  the 
condition  of  most  of  the  children  appeared  very  wretched,  their  clothes  having 
been  allowed  to  fall  into  rags,  and  their  general  appearance  altogether  much 
worse  than  when  he  had  previously  seen  them. 

Mr.  Bourke  further  reports  that  the  drains  about  the  house  still  remain 
unclosed,  that  the  pump  is  out  of  order,  and  that  discipline  appears  to  be  totally 
neglected ; that  the  ventilation  is  still  unexecuted,  and  that  the  only  parts  of 
the  house  which  are  clean  and  in  good  order  are  the  dormitories,  the  school- 
rooms, and  the  dining  hall. 

Mr.  Bourke  is  of  opinion  that  the  irregularities  existing  in  the  workhouse 
books  could  never  have  taken  place  if  the  Board  of  Guardians  had  duly 
examined  them  on  their  days  of  meeting,  and  that  .the  house  could  not  have 
fallen  into  its  present  state  if  an  active  Visiting  Committee  had  been  in 
existence,  and  the  orders  given  by  the  Board  had  been  looked  after  by  them. 
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It  appears  that  the  liabilities  of  the  Union  to  the  end  of  the  month  of  Swineford  Union. 

February  last  were  1743/.,  and  that  there  are  outstanding  cheques  to  the  

amount  of  666/.,  but  the  amount  of  rate  still  to  be  collected  exceeds  8000/., 
and  Mr.  Bourke  is  of  opinion  that  if  due  activity  is  forced  upon  the  collectors 
there  is  no  reason  to  fear  but  that  the  funds  of  the  Union  will  (if  prudently 
managed)  be  sufficient  to  meet  its  expenses.  Mr.  Bourke,  however,  appre- 
hends that  unless  means  are  immediately  adopted  for  rendering  the  workhouse 
available  to  its  fullest  extent  as  a means  of  checking  imposition,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  expenses  of  out-door  relief  wall  soon  exceed  all  the  resources 
of  the  Union. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Commissioners  strongly  advise  the  Guardians 
to  devote  themselves  to  the  correction  of  the  several  abuses  pointed  out  by  Mr. 

Bourke,  and  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  carrying  out  the  details  of  the 
administration  of  relief  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  laid  down  by  the 
Commissioners,  otherwise  the  Commissioners  will  feel  it  their  duty,  in  reference 
to  Swineford  Union,  to  take  into  serious  consideration  their  responsibilities 
under  the  18th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 


3 R 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


486  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Sligo  Union. 


SLIGO  UNION. 

Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  2,  1848. 

Yesterday  I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  I 
beg  leave  to  state  that  I have  very  great  gratification  in  reporting  to  you,  for 
the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  the  very  judicious  and  effective  measures 
the  Guardians  are  adopting  in  affording  both  in-door  and  out-door  relief;  and 
I feel  perfectly  satisfied  that  they  are  exerting  themselves  to  their  very  utmost 
in  endeavouring  to  obtain  every  possible  hospital  accommodation  that  can  be 
procured. 

I have  prevailed  on  the  Guardians  to  have  all  the  fever  patients  removed 
into  the  County  Fever  Hospital,  which  will  give  much  greater  hospital 
accommodation  in  the  poor-house. 

I have  had  a personal  communication  with  the  medical  officer,  and  he  agrees 
with  me  that  the  fever  is  not  to  be  so  much  dreaded  as  dysentery ; but  change 
of  diet  and  every  precaution  has  been  taken  to  remedy  this  existing  prevalent 
evil,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  in  a short  time  the  disease  will  be  considerably 
diminished,  though  it  is  the  general  opinion  that  the  cesspools  and  necessaries 
have  in  a great  measure  been  the  cause  of  increasing  the  disorder. 

There  have  been  24  deaths  during  the  last  week,  and  chiefly  from  dysentery, 
there  are  also  in  the  same  period  17  new  cases  of  fever  and  35  of  dysentery. 

Every  applicant  (about  140)  that  came  to  the  poor-house  yesterday  was 
either  admitted  into  the  house,  or  granted  out-door  relief  in  conformity  to  the 
“ regulations.” 

A very  heavy  fall  of  snow  and  intense  frost  for  the  last  10  days  have 
prevented  the  rate-collectors  from  carrying  out  their  duties  with  as  much 
activity  and  success  as  one  would  have  wished,  but  as  well  as  could  be  expected 
under  such  circumstances. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  9,  1848. 

I regret  I cannot  report  favourably  on  the  state  of  this  poorhouse.  I 
attended  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  yesterday,  and  the  medical  report  laid 
before  the  Board  was  very  unsatisfactory.  There  were  20  deaths  last  week, 
29  new  cases  of  fever,  all  of  which  were  removed  into  the  county  fever  hospital’ 
and  57  new  cases  of  dysentery.  About  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  since  the 
medical  officer  recommended  a change  of  diet,  which  was  ordered  by  the 
Guardians,  and  which  has  considerably  increased  the  expense  of  the  house ; 
and  at  the  same  time  it  appears  that  dysentery  has  not  diminished,  but  increased. 
I have  communicated  with  the  apothecary  on  the  subject,  as  well  as  another 
medical  officer,  who  are  of  opinion,  that  the  paupers  when  taken  into  the 
house  are  then  ill  of  the  complaint;  and  the  disorder  is  such,  that  if  not 
attended  to  at  the  commencement,  generally  proves  fatal.  During  the  month 
of  January  I am  sorry  to  say  there  were  109  deaths  in  the  house ; and  whilst 
the  Guardians  were  assembled  yesterday,  the  assistant  matron  was  taken  to  the 
county  fever  hospital  in  a very  precarious  state. 

The  lunatics  and  idiots  will  be  removed  this  afternoon  to  a house  taken  for 
them  m the  town,  which  will  give  further  hospital  accommodation  in  the 
poorhouse. 

A contract  was  accepted  yesterday  for  adding  two  rooms  to  the  infirmary, 
and  I will  use  my  best  exertions  in  expediting  the  completion  of  them. 

Every  individual  who  came  yesterday  for  admittance  to  the  poorhouse  was 
taken  in,  and  all  the  applicants  who  were  entitled  to  out-door  relief  were 
placed  on  the  different  relieving  officers’  books. 

It  gives  me  very  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  report  favourably  of  the 
relieving  officers. 

The  rate  collectors  are  also  more  active  than  they  were,  and  since  my  last 
report,  have  lodged  m the  treasurer’s  hands  1100/. 
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At  a meeting  of  the  Guardians  a fortnight  since,  when  there  were  14 
Guardians  present,  it  was  resolved  to  raise  the  salary  of  the  medical  officer 
Dr.  Knoth  from  701.  to  90/.  per  annum,  and  to  give  him  an  assistant,  with  the 
salary  oi  60 1.  per  annum,  m consequence  of  the  increase  in  the  house-  and 
yesterday  was  appointed  to  elect  the  assistant. 

There  was  no  less  than  41  Guardians  present,  many  of  whom  I never  saw 
before  in  the  room ; instead  of  proceeding  to  elect  the  assistant  medical  officer 
it  was  proposed  and  carried,  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  add  further  to  the 
medical  expenses  of  the  house,  and  that  the  present  medical  officers  were 
considered  sufficient  to  carry  out  the  duties  and  attend  on  the  sick. 

In  my  opinion  I do  not  consider  that  they  are ; there  are  at  present  400  sick 
in  the  house.  The  apothecary.  Dr.  M‘Munn,  has  so  much  to  do,  with  a salary 
only  of  50 1.  per  annum,  that  he  is  obliged,  and  has  had  the  services  of  Iris 
brother  for  some  months,  who  attends  daily  at  the  poorhouse  for  four  or  five 
hours,  to  assist  him  in  compounding  medicines ; both  the  apothecary  and  his 
brother  were  seized  with  fever  last  summer  whilst  attending  at  the  poorhouse  ■ 
they  are  both  exceedingly  diligent  and  attentive,  and  I consider  that  they  are 
deserving  of  every  consideration  from  the  Guardians. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners: — February  16,  1848. 

For  the  information  of  the  Commissioners  I beg  leave  to  state,  that  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  yesterday  at  the  poor-house,  all  the  able-bodied 
paupers  with  their  families,  amounting  to  129,  who  applied  for  in-door  relief 
were  admitted ; there  were  a few  widows  with  their  children  who  had  the  out- 
door  relief  granted  them. 

There  have  been  17  deaths  since  my  last  report,  but  all  of  them  young  people 
under  15  years  of  age,  and  chiefly  from  dysentery  and  measles : 26  new  cases 
of  fever  have  broken  out,  and  43  of  dysentery  ; the  fever  cases  have  been  sent 
to  the  county  fever  hospital. 

A contract  has  been  accepted  to-day  for  the  erection  of  the  fever  hospital, 
which  is  to  be  completed  in  six  months  ; the  improvements  in  the  idiots’ wards 
with  the  rooms  over,  are  progressing  rapidly  ; I am  very  anxious  to  get  them 
completed,  as  they  will  afford  considerable  hospital  accommodation,  which  is 
so  much  required,  and  enable  us  to  move  the  patients  out  of  the  two  new  sheds 
winch  they  now  have  in  the  men’s  and  women’s  wards,  and  occupy  them  as  was 
originally  intended  as  two  day-rooms  for  the  men  and  women. 

Your  communication  relative  to  the  temporary  assistant  medical  officer  was 
read  yesterday,  and  a special  meeting  of  the  Guardians  is  ordered  on  the  22nd 
to  take  it  into  consideration. 

I received  your  communication  yesterday,  which  was  made  known  to  the 
Guardians. 

I beg  leave  to  enclose  you  a list  of  the  six  highest  rate-payers  ill  each  electoral 
division  who  have  not  yet  paid  their  rates. 

In  consequence  of  the  repeated  refusal  of  several  of  the  parties  to  pay  the 
amount  when  called  on,  I have  made  a requisition  for  the  military  to  protect 
one  of  the  rate  collectors,  and  they  went  yesterday  to  Ballysadare,  and  to-day 
they  proceeded  to  Coolaney.  If  there  were  troops  quartered  at  Ballymole,  as  I 
have  before. suggested,  they  could  be  made  much  more  frequent  use  of;  but 
there  are  none  quartered  in  the  whole  county  except  in  Sligo,  and  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  take  them  beyond  a day's  march  from  their  barracks,  as  there  is 
not  my  accommodation  for  them  (particularly  the  cavalry)  in  any  of  the  vil- 
lages ; however,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  have  the  use-of  their  services 
m several  electoral  divisions. 

I am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  six  policemen  with'  the  collector  would  have 
the  same  weight  in  gathering  in  the  rates  as  the  number  of  military  who  are 
generally  sent  to  protect  him.  J 

In  travelling  through  the  country  I regret  to  see  so  little  preparation  by  the 
farmers  for  the  ensuing  crops ; scarcely  anything  -is  doing  except  by  large 
landed  proprietors.  There  are  still  extensive  haggards  of  corn  perceptible  in 
every  electoral  division ; the  small  tenants  complain  that  they  have  not  the 
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means  of  preparing  their  ground,  nor  corn  to  sow.  If  any  measures  could  he 
suggested  (which  I think  might  he  very  easily  arranged  with  security  to  the 
Government)  that  the  small  tenants  who  have  not  actually  the  quantity  of  corn 
necessary  for  their  land,  could  be  supplied  with  as  much  as  may  be  required, 
the  land  would  then  be  occupied,  which  otherwise  will  remain  a complete 
waste ; and  in  this  Union  I look  forward,  I regret  to  add,  to  witnessing  many 
thousand  acres. 

The  potatoes  are  now  getting  scarce  in  the  markets  ; but  I believe  that  those 
who  have  them,  and  can  live  without  disposing  of  them,  or  making  use  of  them, 
are  hoarding  them  for  planting  in  the  spring,  and  that  the  markets  are  merely 
supplied  by  small  farmers  who  are  obliged  to  sell  for  subsistence,  and  not  having- 
manure  nor  any  means  of  preparing  manure  necessary  for  planting  them.  I 
find  that  the  potatoes  planted  in  the  autumn,  and  those  that  are  now  in  the  pits, 
are  tolerably  free  from  the  late  disease. 


Enclosure. 

Six.  of  the  Highest  Rate-payers  iu  the  different  Electoral  Divisions  who  have  not  paid 
their  Rate. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

Sligo- 

James  Gilmer,  Esq.,  attorney 

27 

8 

5 

John  Henderson,  Esq  . valuator 
of  land  under  Board  of  Works 

15 

12 

3 

Robert  M ‘Bride,  Esq.,  Mayor 
Sligo 

of 

14 

8 

0 

John  Cregg,  Esq.,  manager 
Bank  of  Ireland  at  Cork 

of 

11 

18 

6 

Dominick  Henry  .Esq.  Alderman 
of  Sligo  and  Harbour  Com- 
missioner .... 

11 

11 

0 

Abraham  Reed,  Esq.,  postmaster 
of  Sligo,  and  high  constable  . 

9 

18 

0 

Knochiarea. 

George  Meredith,  Esq. 

8 

15 

0 

Peter  Cowley 

4 

7 

6 

Andrew  Cavenagh  . 

3 

2 

6 

Dominick  Hart 

1 

17 

6 

William  Henly 

1 

15 

0 

Michael  Cunningham 

1 

15 

0 

Kilmacowen. 

Pat  Owen 

8 

9 

2 

Michael  Weire 

6 

14 

0 

Robert  Hunter 

4 

16 

8 

Thomas  Devaney  . 

4 

16 

8 

James  Curren 

4 

12 

9 

Jacob  Scott  . 

4 

7 

0 

Templeboy. 

John  Rutledge,  Esq. 

32 

0 

0 

G.  W.  Hilles.  Esq. 

76 

12 

7 

Sir  Roger  Palmer,  Bart  . 

11 

8 

14 

Thomas  Coggins 

8 

8 

9 

Thomas  Shaw 

7 

8 

6 

Martin  Burns 

4 

13 

7 

Druinfin. 

Edward  Mullen 

13 

10 

0 

James  On- 

7 

17 

6 

Thomas  Hever 

7 

4 

0 

Janies  Martin 

5 

5 

0 

William  Irvin 

5 

1 

7 

James  Orr,  jun. 

4 

16 

0 

Lissadill. 

Booth  Jones,  Esq.  . 

13 

5 

6 

James  Simpson 

13 

7 

9 

Pat  Heraghty 

2 

8 

9 

Thomas  M‘Gowen  . 

2 

2 

0 

Pat  and  James  Heraghty  . 
Widow  Gilniartin  . 

Cliffoney. 

Wiliam  Allen 
William  Gallagher  . 

William  Gilmartin  . 

Pat  Timony  . 

John  Waters.  . 

James  Waters 

Rossinver. 

Pat  Rooney  . 

John  Gilmartin 
John  Christel 
Charles  Healy 
Owen  Healy  . 

Francis  Barber 

Ballinakill. 

Rutledge  Burrows,  Esq.  . 
Alexander  Irwin,  Esq. 

L.  Neynoe.  Esq.,  J.  P. 

N.  Furev,  Esq. 

Matthew  Morrison  . 

James  Simpson 

Ballintogher. 
Henry  Griffith,  Esq.,  J.  P., 
sheriff 

John  Ormsby,  Esq.,  J.  P. 

N.  Furey,  Esq. 

T.  M'Ternan 
Thomas  Mulroouey 
Thomas  Phibbs,  Esq.,  fathe 
the  rate-collector,  lately 
pointed  to  this  district  . 


Sltreen. 


Miles  Tenpany  . • . 

5 

5 

0 

Bryan  Flanagan 

4 

19 

0 

John  Kelly  .... 

4 

16 

0 

Samuel  Robinson,  Esq.,  Guardian 

4 

11 

6 

John  Caheny 

4 

19 

0 

Jeremiah  Joiies,  Esq.,  J.  P. 

8 

2 

O 

JDromard. 

Sir  James  Crofton,  bart.,  J.  P. 

26 

4 

0 

Mrs.  Jones  .... 

13 

7 

3 

Tim  O’Donneil 

12 

15 

0 

Dan  Leenlen 

8 

15 

0 

£.  s.  d. 
.206 
. 2 4 11 


.990 
.360 
.17  0 
.17  0 
.17  0 
.17  0 


2 5 0 
2 9 6 

1 17  0 

2 6 6 
1 14  6 
1 19  0 


. 13  6 5 
. 12  10  11 
. 10  0 0 
. 8 11  5 
.7  4 4i 
. 10  10  0 


late 

. 30  0 0 
. 38  0 O 
. 12  16  8 
.856 
.626 
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Charles  Beatty  . . . 9 17  3 

Daniel  Irwin  . . . 8 11  0 


Riverstoion. 

Francis  Latouche,  Esq.,  receiver 

under  the  Courts  . . 27  3 9 

Nicholas  Gardner,  Esq.  . . 18  4 6 

Roger  Duke,  Esq.,  J.  P.  . . 14  10  9 

John  Duke,  Esq.  . „ . 9 8 10 

Rev.  Berry  Phibbs  . . 10  6 9 

Andrew  Baker  . . .8113 


Tom  Cowley,  sen.  . 
Abraham  Allen 
John  Black  . 


Calry. 

Gowen  Gilmour,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
William  Cunningham 
Charles  Cavenagh  . 
Dominick  Hart 
Thady  M'Sharry 
James  Gillan 


£•  s.  d. 

. 3 12  0 
.300 
. 6 12  0 


. 11  3 6 
. 3 17  0 
.10  0 
. 2 10  0 
.300 
.200 


Tobbercurry . 

Patt  Philipps  . . . . 17  8 

William  Golden  . . . 15  0 

Mrs.  Daniel  Jones  . . . 18  10 

Thomas  M'Gennis  . . . 25  0 

James  M Hugh  . . .8  17 

Adam  Gawly  . . .93 

Collooney. 

William  Phibbs,  Esq.  . . 14  5 

Thomas  Phibbs,  Esq.,  Guardian  40  0 


Burton  Phibbs,  Esq. 
William  Collis 
Cooper  Armstrong  . 

Roger  Walker 

Cloonacool. 

Henry  Meredith,  Esq. 
Charles  Beaty  . ' . 

Luke  Brennan 
Robert.  Young,  Esq. 

John  Navin  . 

John  M'Kenzie. 

Coolaney- 


9 12 
. 14  8 
. 13  5 
. 9 15 


. 10  10  0 
. 14  8 14 
. 13  4 0 
. 22  12  7\ 
. 10  16  O' 
.900 


Owen  Lloyd,  Esq.  . 

. 35  8 

in 

R.  Peyton,  Esq. 

. 8 5 

0 

Nicholas  Mackay  . 

. 1 16 

0 

Widow  Stokes 

. 9 15 

0 

Anthony  Lang 

. 3 18 

0 

William  Pettypiece 

. 9 15 

0 

Ballysadare. 

Dennis  Hart  , 

, 9 0 

0 

T.  Cowley 

. 4 10 

0 

Hugh  Cowley 

. 6 18 

0 

Reply  to  the  foregoing 

Di-umcliffe. 

Andrew  M'Cullagh,  Rate  Collector, 
Mrs.  Simpson  . . .70 

John  Henderson,  valuator  of  land 

under  Board  of  Works  . . 6 10 

Henry  Simpson  . . .60 

John  Parke  . . . .70 

Mrs.  Riley  . . . . 11  2 

William  Parke  . . .90 

Carney. 

A.  M'Cullagh,  Rate  Collector. 

. 6 10 
5 10 
. 3 0 
. 2 14 
. 3 2 
. 2 18 


James  Barber 
William  Barber 
Frank  Connor 
William  M'Cann 
John  Flood  . 
John  Hudson 


Ballymote. 

William  Gillmor,  Rate  Collector. 

Mrs.  Jane  Irwin  . . . 12  11  10£ 

Rev.  John  Garrett,  Vicar  of 
Emlafad  . . . . 47  16  9 

Thomas  Phibbs,  Guardian  .26  3 6| 
William  Wallace  . . . 21  3 6 

Thomas  Keily  . . . 11  15  1* 

Edward  O’Brien  . . . 13  13  l| 


Martin  Grady 
John  Trumble 
John  West 
Frank  Doddey 
Michael  Redington 
Thomas  Rice 


loonoghill. 


7 8 6 
4 5 6 
9 10  2 
6 0 8 
6 15  2 
4 16  9 


I am  to  inform  you  that  the  attention  of  the  Government  has  been 
drawn  to  your  observations  relating  to  the  assistance  required  by  the  collectors 
to  aid  them  in  bringing  in  the  rate. 

With  respect  to  the  lists  of  rate-payers  who  owe  sums  of  considerable 
amount,  I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  move  the 
Guardians  to  take  prompt  measures  for  enforcing  payment.  If  the  Guardians 
shall  consider  it  necessary  to  proceed  in  the  superior  Courts  against  imme- 
diate lessors,  the  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  give  their  sanction  to  that 
course,  on  receiving  a list  of  the  names  of  those  so  to  be  sued. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  22,  1848. 

I beg  to  enclose  you  a letter  which  I have  addressed  to  Mr.  Pim,  but  shall 
not  forward  it  to  him  unless  approved  of  by  the  Commissioners. 


Sligo  Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  .Digitisation  Unit 


Sligo  Union. 


490  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

By  employing  an  active  clerk  to  keep  the  accounts,  I feel  quite  certain  that  I 
shall  be  able  to  manage  the  expenditure  and  routine  of  the  business,  so  as  to  give 
satisfaction,  and  without  interfering  with  my  present  duties. 


Enclosure. 

Captain  Gilbert  to  Mr.  Pim  ‘.—February,  1848. 

When  I was  last  in  Dublin,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  you  made  me  an  offer 
of  500 1.  if  I could  find  any  one  to  whom  it  might  be  entrusted  for  the  purpose  of  laying  it.  out 
judiciously  in  employing  the  destitute  portion  of  fishermen  on  this  coast. 

Ever  since  I came  into  , this  country,  and  long  before  I had  the  pleasure  of  your  acquaint- 
ance, I have  been  most  anxious  to  establish  a fishery  at  Mulloughmore,  a small  village,  the 
property  of  Lord  Palmerston,  where  he  has  built  a very  extensive  quay  and  large  stores,  at  a 
cost  of  nearly  14,000£. 

Mulloughmore  is  situated  most  favourably  in  the  Sligo  Bay  for  fishing,  and  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  of  the  most  destitute  part  of  this  Union.  The  men  are  all  brought  up  to 
support  themselves  and  their  families  by  fishing  ; but  since  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop  have 
been  so  reduced  and  become  so  poor,  that  they  cannot  obtain  the  necessary  fishing  gear  to  con- 
tinue their  former  occupations.  ° 6 

Their  distress  becoming  daily  more  manifest,  I am  resolved  to  become  responsible  myself  for 
the  loan  which  may  be  entrusted  to  me  ; and  by  the  most  judicious  management  I can  use  in 
its  disposal,  rescue  this  impoverished  part  of  the  Union  from  its  fast  increasing  state  of  distress 
I his  relief  would  be  of  invaluable  service  to  the  rate-payers  also,  as  the  decreased  pressure  for 
relief  under  the  Act,  and  the  lessened  number  of  applicants  to  the  poor-house,  would  be  a con- 
siderable saving  ot  taxation  to  them. 

Captain  Routh,  who  was  sent  down  by  Government,  when  on  his  tour  of  inspection  through 
the  Un.ons,  a few  days  since,  inspected  Mulloughmore  also,  and  approved  of  it  as  a suilable 
fishing  and  curing  establishment. 

I shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  you;  and  if  your  benevolent  intentions  are  still  inclined  to 
relieve  the  destitute  m the  manner  you  proposed,  I shall  feel  obliged  for  any  particulars  and 
instructions  you  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  give  to  aid  me  in  carrying  out  this  system  of 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — February  25,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  not  object  to  the  course  vou  mo- 
h d°es taterf™ with tlie <lisclmrgc ot>“r 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners: — February  23,  1848. 

In  forwarding  to  you  the  proceedings  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
®u“rdl”s  y“y  1 beg  leave  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Commit 
sioneis  that  about  150  applicants  to  be  relieved  were  admitted  into  the  house 

doo/ ^re™Tehere°rdt0  be  ^ °“the  reliCT“S  officers’ botks  for  ou^ 
getting  out idol  rdie?  nW  UP™ldS  °f  1800  ” the  h°Use’  “d  7300 

ft t0  r?p0rt  unfavcmr!lbly  of  the  sickness  in  the  house  ■ there  were 

last  week, 

officer,  and  his  brother,  Mr.  M‘Munn  who  has  ^ medlcal 

compound  the  medicines  for  the  iX  i vollintai%  given  his  services  to 
the  Ipothecary.^rasXtfio/  pT*  fZ  * aPpoiut?d  “ 
arrangement,  and  consider  it  most  imt  Z a .i  1 hlS¥y  aPProve  of  thls 
already  employed  hr  the 
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tion  is  brought  before  the  Guardians  to  be  decided,  that  they  will  approve  of  it, 
and  recommend  its  being  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners. 

The  Charter  House,  the  property  of  Mr.  Wynne  of  Hazlewood,  and  now 
occupied  by  the  orphan  children,  is  free  of  rent,  and  will  be  so  for  the  next 
two  years.  There  is  a large  shed  attached  to  the  premises,  which,  for  30/.  or 
40/.,  will  make  excellent  school-rooms,  and  a dining  hall,  and  they  will  be 
commenced  immediately. 

There  are  two  fields  in  the  rear  of  the  house,  also  the  property  of  Mr. 
Wynne,  which  the  Guardians  have  taken  at  a moderate  rent;  and  the  boys  will 
be  taught  gardening  and  field  operations.  This  will  not  only  be  advantageous 
to  the  boys  themselves,  but  by  selling  the  produce  will  considerably  more  than 
pay  the  rent. 

In  my  last  report  I mentioned  to  you  that  potatoes  were  becoming  scarce, 
and  consequently  dear.  Since  that  time  a very  singular  circumstance  has 
occurred.  From  20  to  35  sacks  of  potatoes  have  been  generally  brought  into 
the  market  every  Saturday  since  the  failure  of  the  crop ; but  on  Saturday  last 
there  were  no  less  than  150  sacks  selling  at  6d.  per  stone,  and  some  sacks  were 
unsold.  This  was  the  largest  quantity  brought  into  the  market  at  one  time 
since  the  failure,  and  it  can  only  be  attributed  either  to  the  want  of  money,  the 
people  being  pressed  for  rates,  or  the  near  approach  of  the  time  for  potato 
planting,  and  to  some  farmers  who  are  gathering  all  the  money  they  can 
together  to  leave  the  country. 

I have  also  made  inquiries  about  the  quantity  of  butter  and  oats  brought  into 
the  market,  thinking  that  butter  might  have  been  increased  by  the  green  crops, 
but  such  is  not  the  case. 


For  the  quarter  ending  December, 

1845  . . 

Casks  of  Butter. 

. . 29,689 

do. 

do. 

1846  . . 

. . 33,736 

do. 

do. 

1847  • . 

. . 33,293 

Sacks  of  Oats. 

do. 

do. 

1845  . . 

. . 72,740 

do. 

do. 

1846  . . 

. . 22,108 

do. 

do. 

1847  . . 

. . 23,870 

Employment  is  greatly  wanting  for  the  able-bodied  men  in  the  town  of 
Sligo,  and  if  the  Commissioners  would  in  any  way  make  an  application  to  the 
Board  of  Works  for  the  commencement  of  the  lunatic  asylum  it  would  be  very 
desirable. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  26,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Works  has  been 
drawn  to  your  suggestion  relative  to  the  commencement  of  the  works  at  the 
proposed  lunatic  asylum. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners  '.—February  26,  1848. 

I am  particularly  anxious  to  bring  some  of  the  expenses  of  this  poor- 
house  before  the  Commissioners,  and  I fully  intend  to  lay  them  before  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  for  their  mature  consideration,  on  Tuesday  next. 

When  the  out-door  relief  first  commenced  to  the  infirm,  widows,  &c.,  the 
liabilities  of  this  Union  were  so  great,  that  a contract  was  obliged  to  be  made 
with  a person  (to  whom  a considerable  sum  was  due  for  bread  and  meal)  to 
supply  the  quantity  of  Indian  meal  that  might  be  required  to  the  25th  of 
March.  The  price  the  Guardians  agreed  to  give  up  to  that  time  was  at  the 
rate  of  13/.  per  ton. 

I have  received  a letter  to-day  from  the  Commissariat  officer  in  charge  of  the 
depot  in  Sligo,  enclosing  the  prices  of  all  the  bread-stuffs  in  the  Government 
stores;  and  informing  me  at  the  same  time  that  the  depot  is  open  to  the  public, 
and  that  Indian  meal  was  8/.  85. 

My  principal  object  in  explaining  this  to  the  Commissioners  is  with  the  hope 
that  they  will  make  an  application  to  the  British  .Relief  Association  for  a grant 
of  500/.  worth  of  bread-stuffs  for  the  use  of  the  poor-house,  in  order  that  the 
contract  might  be  at  once  terminated.  This  grant  will  be  worth  double  its 


Sligo  Union. 
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Sligo  Union.  value  at  the  present  moment  than  at  a future  period ; and  in  recommending 
— this  to  the  Commissioners’  notice  for  their  approval,  I trust  I may  be  permitted 
to  add,  that  the  very  judicious  arrangements  that  the  Guardians  have  adopted 
to  prevent  the  general  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  paupers,  as  well  as  the 
good  management  of  their  funds  during  the  time  of  very  extensive  alterations, 
buildings,  &c.,  &c.,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  increased  number  of  inmates 
in  the  house,  and  more  particularly  in  providing  hospital  accommodation  and 
comforts  for  a very  large  number  of  sick,  are  all  of  such  importance,  and 
attended  with  such  heavy  expenses,  as  to  entitle  them  to  the  assistance  from 
the  British  Relief  Association,  which  I understand  has  been  bestowed  upon 
some  of  the  Unions. 

In  consequence  also  of  the  great  liabilities  the  Guardians  were  obliged  to 
accept  a contract  for  best  white  bread,  at  the  rate  of  2 \d.  per  pound  ; and  most 
unfortunately,  dysentery  having  appeared  in  the  poor-house  in  a very  fatal 
form,  the  medical  officer  ordered  all  the  inmates  to  be  supplied  with  this  bread, 
which  for  the  last  two  months  has  been  attended  at  an  immense  expense ; but 
not  seeing  any  benefit  arising  from  the  change  of  diet,  I shall  propose  at  the 
next  meeting  of  Guardians  that  bread  at  a cheaper  rate  be  substituted  for  it ; in 
fact,  I do  not  see  why  the  paupers  in  the  house  should  not  receive  the  same  sort 
of  bread  as  is  used  for  the  school  children,  and  given  to  the  out-door  paupers 
in  the  Ballina  Union,  composed  of  rye  meal,  Indian  meal,  and  Egyptian  wheat- 
meal. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  28,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  report  of  the 
26th  instant,  in  which  you  recommend  that  a loan  of  500/.  may  be  now 
obtained  for  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Sligo  Union, — as  in  consequence  of  a 
contract  made  under  unfavourable  circumstances  the  Guardians  are  bound  to 
pay  a very  high  price  (13/.  per  ton)  for  Indian  meal,  which  the  contractor  is  to 
supply  to  the  25th  proximo, — and  you  calculate  on  obtaining  it  by  way  of  loan 
from  the  British  Association,  at  8/.  85. 

The  Commissioners  apprehend  that  any  advance  of  a loan  to  the  Union  at 
present  would  have  an  injurious  effect  on  the  collection  of  the  rate,  which  is 
outstanding  to  a considerable  amount; — and  that  under  any  circumstances  they 
could  not  recommend  a loan  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Guardians  to 
evade  a contract  with  a contractor,  which  would  certainly  be  contrary  at  least 
to  the  spirit  of  the  agreement  by  which  they  are  bound,  and  might  by  destroy- 
ing confidence  in  their  contracts,  have  an  injurious  effect  on  future  comne-' 
tition.  1 

The  Commissioners,  under  the  circumstances,  recommend  that  in  pursuance 
of  the  last  covenant  of  the  contract,  a notice  be  now  served  for  its  termi 
nation. 

With  respect  to  your  observation  on  the  expense  of  providing  bread  at  2 \d 
per  pound,  which  the  medical  officer  has  ordered  for  hospital  patients  —the 
Commissioners  further  recommend  that  notice  to  terminate  the  contract  for  this 
supply  also  be  given. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  1,  1848. 

-t5le  TUy  meeti”S  of  *he  Guardians  at  the  poor-house 
yesterday.  _ The  business  of  the  house  was  gone  through,  and  everything  appeared 
to  be  earned  on  m a satisfactory  manner;  but  the?e  were  no  occufJL  or 
chrnges  mthe  system  of  relief,  calling  for  special  mention  oil  my  part. 

, ,r“eie  aie  at  Present  1664  paupers  in  the  house,  and  7397  receiving  out-door 
lelief ; making  a total  of  9061  receiving  relief  in  the  Union.  & 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners  :-+-March  9,  1848. 

I beg  to  enclose  a summons  which  was  served  on  Sir  James  Crofton,  and 


wared'for  hLi“aSiStrateS  *°  adjudicate,  though  Sir  James’s  servant 

property.  consequence  of  a receiver  being  appointed  over  Sir  James’s 
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I have  made  every  exertion  to  find  out  who  the  receiver  is,  but  unsuccessfully. 
It  is  totally  impossible  to  obtain  any  access  to  Sir  James  Crofton  or  his  house. 

I also  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  rate  collector  of  Templeboy  is  not  able  to 
obtain  any  intelligence  of  the  residence  of  Sir  Roger  Palmer,  or  his  agent,  who  is 
also  a defaulter  to  the  poor-rates  to  the  amount  of  1U.  Ss.  llcZ. 

There  is  also  a Mr.  Wallace,  in  the  electoral  division  of  Ballymote,  who  cannot 
be  found,  and  is  a defaulter  of  2 1Z.  3s.  6cZ. 

The  rate  collector  of  the  electoral  division  of  Coolaney  has  again  informed  me  that 
Mr.  Owen  Lloyd  has  not  answered  any  of  his  letters,  and  his  rate,  35 Z.  8s.  ljd 
is  still  unpaid. 

There  is  also  a Mr.  Abraham  Powell,  solicitor,  Blessington-street,  Dublin,  who 
is  a receiver  of  the  property  of  his  brother,  who  is  a lunatic  in  the  electoral  divi- 
sion of  Tubbercurry,  and  though  he  has  been  repeatedly  applied  to  by  letter  will 
not  answer  one  of  them. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  11,  184S. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  9th  inst.,  relating  to  the  non-payment  of  the  rates  assessed  on  the 
property  of  several  persons  in  the  Sligo  Union,  and  I am  to  state  for  your  informa- 
tion that  if  the  rate  charged  against  Sir  James  Crofton  is  in  respect  to  his  interest 
as  immediate  lessor,  the  solicitor  of  the  Guardians  should  act  under  the  orders  of 
Court  at  page  16  in  the  Collector’s  Manual;  but  if  any  portion  be  due  by  him  as 
occupier,  this  must  be  sued  for  by  summons,  if  an  immediate  distress  cannot  be 
executed. 

With  reference  to  the  statement  that  the  rate  collector  of  Templeboy  can  obtain 
no  intelligence  of  the  residence  of  Sir  Roger  Palmer,  or  his  agent,  I am  directed 
to  state  that  the  agent  of  Sir  Roger  Palmer  (who  himself  resides  at  Kenure 
Park,  Rush,  county  Dublin,)  is  a Mr.  Ormsby,  residing  in  the  county  Mayo,  near 
Ballina. 

The  other  receivers  referred  to  in  your  communication  should  be  applied  to  in 
like  manner  as  suggested  with  respect  to  Sir  James  Crofton’s  case. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners: — March  15,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  that  I attended  the  usual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
yesterday ; there  was  no  business  transacted  more  than  the  usual  routine,  save  the 
election  of  Dr.  A.  M'Munn  as  assistant  to  the  medical  officer,  with  a salary  of 
20 Z.  per  annum. 

The  destitute  still  clamour  for  relief,  and  such  as  are  willing  to  enter  the  house 
are  taken  in;  but  the  unwillingness  of  the.  greater  part  to  avail  themselves  of 
in-door  relief  is  not  proof  enough  of  their  own  sufficiency  of  support,  for  there  are 
hundreds  of  workmen  and  tradesmen  out  of  employment,  who  though  not  caring 
to  be  well  fed  in  the  workhouse,  are  still  endeavouring  to  subsist  on  one  meal  of 
indifferent  food  in  the  24  hours.  This  entire  Union  is  poor  and  poverty  stricken 
throughout,  and  more  particularly  in  the  sea  coast  districts,  and  in  this  town  and 
its  neighbourhood.  I have  applied  to  the  Society  of  Friends  for  a loan  to  advance 
the  fishing  interest  on  the  coast,  and  to  provide  some  temporary  employment  for 
the  mechanics  and  labourers  of  this  town.  I have  written  to  request  the  Com- 
missioners of  Public  Works  to  make  and  enclose  a cemetery  and  burial  ground 
much  required  here,  and  which  had  been  in  contemplation  by  them  some  time  before. 
So  far  as  Government  is  concerned  there  are  no  other  means  at  my  disposal  at 
present  to  ameliorate  the  prevailing  distress  in  this  Uhion,  except  the  ordering  of 
out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  which  is  unadvisable,  while  there  remains 
accommodation  for  them  in  the  workhouse. 

Last  week  the  weather  having  been  so  severe,  as  much  progress  could  not  be 
made  of  the  additional  buildings  for  the  sick  as  might  be  expected. 

A contract  has  been  entered  into  for  the  erection  of  two  •ovens  in  the  poor- 
house,  which  will  be  soon  finished.  I also  intend  when  our  present  contracts 
for  bread-stuffs  have  expired  on  the  25th  instant,  to  alter  the  dietaiy  of  the 
inmates,  and  give  them  (at  the  same  time  lessening  the  cost)  a better  kind  of 
nutriment. 

3 S 


S'igo  Union. 
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Sligo  Union.  All  the  economy  in  my  power  to  devise  will  be  requisite,  as  I find  that  the  great 
difficulty  in  collecting  the  rates  makes  our  funds  insufficient  to  meet  the  demand 
on  them. 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners  :-~March  22,  1848. 

Yesterday  the  last  meeting  of  the  present  Guardians  was  held. 

I am  sorry  to  find  that  for  the  approaching  election  the  ratepayers  in  some 
electoral  divisions  have  nominated  persons  living  at  a distance  from  the  locality, 
and  strangers  to  their  interests.  This  misrepresentation  of  divisions  will  have  an 
fevil  effect,  inasmuch  as  that  when  the  relieving  officers’  books  are  to  be  checked, 
those  Guardians,  not  knowing  the  place  or  persons,  must  very  ineffectually  per- 
form a particular  part  of  their  duty,  of  striking  off  the  relief  lists  any  abuses 
thereon. 

The  workhouse  still  continues  full.  The  decrease  caused  by  paupers  leaving 
the  house,  dying,  &c.,  keeps  up  a constant  sufficiency  of  room  for  the  able-bodied 
applicants. 

Sickness  is  still  very  prevalent  but  not  increasing.  The  master  of  the  house 
is  confined  with  fever,  and  the  wardmaster  died  lately  of  the  same  disease.  The 
additional  hospital  buildings  are  finished,  but  not  yet  dry  and  ready  for  occupation. 

600/.,  rates  collected,  were  lodged  last  week. 

There  were  no  proceedings  of  importance  sufficient  to  communicate  to  the 
Commissioners,  the  entire  day  being  occupied  in  considering  and  accepting  the 
new  contracts. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  23,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  observation  on  the  vacancies  occasioned  in  the  house  by 
deaths  and  by  persons  leaving,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that  they  must 
rely  on  you  for  seeing  that  every  possible  precaution  is  taken  to  check  the  mor- 
tality in  the  workhouse,  and  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  destitute  poor 
persons,  many  of  whom  the  Commissioners  fear  seek  admission  in  a very  debilitated 
state. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Gilbert  : — March  18,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy  of 
a communication  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  the  Under-Secre- 
tary’s office,  relating  to  the  decease  of  a man  named  John  Hiland,  who  is  stated 
by  the  jury  on  the  inquest  held  on  his  body,  to  have  , died  from  exposure  to  cold 
and  hunger ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  make  such  inquiry  into  the  circum- 
stances as  may  enable  you  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  especially  whether  the  deceased  made  application  for  relief  either  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Sligo  Union,  to  the  Union  workhouse  master,  or  .to 
any  of  the  relieving  officers. 


Enclosure  in  foregoing. 

County  of  Sligo. 

Riverstown,  March  13,  1848. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Cooper  Hill  on  the  body  of  John  Hiland.  Verdict— 
" Deceased  came  to  his  death  by  exposure  to  cold  and  hunger.” 

J.  Grant,  S.  I, 


Captain  Gilbert  tojhe  Commissioners  in  reply : — March  21,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  .18th  instant,  I beg  to  state  that  John  Miland 
(not  Hiland)  and  his  wife  were  on  the  relieving  officer’s  books  of  the  Collooney 
electoral  division,  and  were  regularly  relieved. 

He  was  about  70  years  of  age,  totally  blind,  and  very  deaf.  About  10  days  or 
a fortnight  before  his  death  his  wife  left  him,  and  went  off  with  another  man,  and 
has  not  since  been  heard  of. 

The  man  certainly  did  not  die  from  want,  or  from  cold  and  exposure;  but  in. all 
probability  from  his  loss  of  sight  fell  into  the  ditch,  where  he  was  found  dead  about 
12  hours  after  he  had  been  seen  in  his  usual  health. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Gilbert  > — March  25,  1848. 

Return  to  Captain  Gilbert  to  state  whether  the  usual  allowance  of  food 
was  delivered  to  the  old  man  after  his  wife’s  departure  ? who  delivered  it  ? and 
whether  any  information  can  be  given  as  to  the  ability  of  the  old  man  to  make  use 
of  the  food  without  assistance,  of  which  he  seems  to  have  been  totally  deprived 
when  his  wife  left  him  1 * 


Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners. 

It  was  not  known  that  his  wife  had  left  him,  or  that  he  required  assistance 
until  after  his  death.  He  received  meal  always,  and  part  of  it  was  found  in  his 
cabin  after  he  had  died,  by  the  relieving  officer  who  gave  it  to  him. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington  -.—April  3,  1848. 

, , R Wjth  reference  to  the  communication  referred  to  the  Commissioners  on 
the  loth  ultimo,  relating  to  the  decease  of  a man  named  John  Miland,  in  the 
toligo  Union,  I am  directed  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  information  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  Eord  Lieutenant,  a copy  of  the  report  which  they  have  received  from 
Oaptarn  .Gilbert,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  on  the  subject. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  verdict  of  the  jury  does  not  appear  to  be 
borne  out  by  the..facts  of  the  case. 


SS2 


Sligo  Union 
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Kanturk  Union. 

KANTURK  UNION. 

The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  10,  1S48-. 

We  have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  week  ended  the  5th  instant,  that 
the  collection  of  the  rate  is  very  satisfactory,  the  amount  1122/.  18s.,  making  in 
nine  weeks’  collection  the  sum  of  12,773/.  15s.  8c?. 

The  collectors'  accounts  have  been  checked  pursuant  to  your  orders. 

Our  arrangements  relative  to  the  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
will  soon  be  made,  and  would  have  been  ready  before  were  it  not  for  the  very 
great  extent  of  this  Union,  and  the  absolute  necessity  there  is  of  depending' 
upon  ourselvesi  by  examining  the  numerous  quarries  and  making  contracts  with 
the  occupiers  of  them.  Having  made  application  to  the  Office  of  Public  Works 
for  a loan  of  implements,  we  have  been  directed  to  state  to  the  Poor  Law'  Com- 
missioners the  actual  quantity  we  require,  and  if  recommended  by  them,  an 
order  on  the  storekeeper  will  be  at  once  given.  We  annex  the  quantity  re- 
quired, and  shall  thank  you  to  request  from  the  Office  of  Public  Works  an  order 
for  the  immediate  delivery  of  the  implements. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  relative  to  the  arrangements  proposed  by  Mr. 
Wilkinson  for  providing  additional  accommodation  at  the  ‘workhouse,  we  take 
the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  advantage  this  Union  would  derive  by  adopting  the 
powers  vested  in  the  Commissioners  under  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act, 
section  24,  by  combining  the  Unions  of  Kanturk,  Killarney,  and  Tralee  into  a 
school  district,  and  placing  the  schools  upon  the  Crown  lands  in  or  near  King 
Williamstown,  at  ‘which  place  the  three  Unions  meet. 

We  would  also  suggest  that  application  be  made  to  the  Government  to  obtain 
some  of  the  Crown  lands,  and  attach  such  to  the  schools.  With  the  assistance 
of  an  experienced  agriculturist,  the  children  of  both  sexes  could  be  brought  up 
in  pursuits  that  would  enable  them  to  benefit  themselves  and  others,  and  be  the 
medium  of  diffusing  an  improved  system  of  agriculture  and  domestic  economy 
through  the  districts. 

It  is  our  intention  to  place  ourselves  in  communication  with  the  Unions  in 
question,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  co-operation  of  the  several  Boards  of 
Guardians. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — Feb'uary  15,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  collection  of  the  rates  is  very  satisfactory. 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  formation  of  the  Kanturk,  Killarney,  and  Tralee 
Unions  into  a school  district,  and  the  establishment  of  schools  at  King  Wil- 
liamstown, I am  to  request  that  the  Commissioners  may  be  informed  of  the 
distance  of  King  Williamstown  from  Kanturk,  Killarney,  and  Tralee,  respec- 
tively. 

The  Commissioners  have  communicated  with  the  Board  of  Works  with 
regard  to  the  implements  required  for  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied  poor 
in  the  receipt  of  out-door  relief  in  the  Union. 


Mr.  Briscoe,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners: — Feb'uary  21,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  week  ended  the  19th  instant,  that 
the  collection  of  rate  was  881/.  7s.  6d.,  making,  in  11  weeks,  the  amount 
14,558/.  45.  lid 

The  collectors’  accounts  were  checked  according  to  your  orders. 

During  the  last  fortnight  the  workhouse  test  has  been  extensively  made  use 
of ; and  the  result  has  been  that  more  than  Jive  hundred  refused  workhouse 
relief. 

Among  our  arrangements  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  we  have 
appointed  all  our  superintendents,  fixed  the  particular  quarries  in  which  works 
are  to  be  performed  (adjoining  unfinished  roads),  and  partially  commenced 
operations,  which  will  be  general  when  the  Board  of  Works  have  forwarded  their 
order  for  implements. 
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We  shall  feel  obliged,  by  the  Commissioners  forwarding  the  appointment  of 
the  valuator,  as  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  Union  that  the  rate  after  the 
next  be  made  upon  the  new  valuation. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  24,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Works  has  been 
drawn  to  that  part  of  your  communication  relating  to  the  implements  required 
for  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied  persons  relieved  out  of  the  poor-rates  of 
the  Union. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Wilson  as  revising  valuator  for  the  Union  is  under 
consideration. 


Mr.  Briscoe  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  28,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  requesting  the  observations  of  the  Guardians 
upon  extracts  of  a communication  from  Mr.  Benjamin  Sheehan,  to  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  I have  the  honour  to  state  that  the  officer  alluded  to  in  such 
extracts  is  Mr.  Savage,  relieving  officer  for  the  electoral  division  of  Kilmeen. 

That  complaints  were  brought  against  this  officer  and  investigated  by  my  late 
colleague  Mr.  Lucas  and  myself,  but  such  were  not  proved  ; that  a second  day 
was  named  to  enable  the  parties  to  substantiate  their  complaints,  but  they  failed  in 
so  doing. 

That  the  late  Board  did  not  dismiss  Mr.  Savage,  but  he  tendered  his  resignation 
in  consequence  of  several  attacks  having  been  made  on  his  depot,  meal  stolen 
therefrom,  and  bis  life  threatened. 

That  upon  the  Union  being  placed  under  Vice-Guardians,  Mr.  Savage  was 
re-elected  by  Mr.  Lucas  and  myself,  as  the  candidate  best  qualified  for  the 
situation. 

That  when  we  first  became  Guardians,  on  each  Board-day  several  hundred 
persons  assembled  at  the  workhouse  gates  in  a tumultuous  manner,  and  would 
not  allow  any  person  to  enter,  so  much  so  that  no  investigation  could  be  entered 
into  until  a late  hour,  and  not  without  the  interference  of  a military  and  police; 
force. 

That  since  the  people  became  quiet,  and  for  the  last  two  months,  we  believe 
every  case  has  been  investigated.  That  from  the  strictest  inquiries  the  Guardians 
are  not  aware  that  bakers,  shopkeepers,  and  other  independent  persons  are  getting 
relief. 

That  the  Guardians  investigate  every  complaint  brought  against  their  officers, 
and  last  week  dismissed  a relieving  officer  for  giving  relief  to  a person  not  entitled 
to  it. 

That  I perfectly  recollect  the  case  alluded  to  in  such  extracts,  as  I investigated 
it,  that  of  Patrick  Sheehan.  It  is  true  that  lie. produced  a medical  doctor’s  and 
his  priest’s  certificate  of  being  lately  quite  deranged,  and  of  unsound  mind  still ; 
and  was  told,  and  believe  such,  to  be  the  case,  that  he  has  a wife  and  four  children 
under  age. 

This  Patrick  Sheehan,  appeared  perfectly  sound  in  mind,  not  only  upon  the  day 
he  was  under  investigation  but  at  two  subsequent  periods  I saw  him  ; but.  was 
informed  that  the  period  his  mind  was  not  sound  was  18  months  ago,  at  which 
time  he  gave  up  his  calling,  that  of  a schoolmaster. 

That  the  grounds  upon  which  I refused  to  relieve  this  Patrick  Sheehan  were 
these:  that  he  lived  with  his  father,  Benjamin  Sheehan,  the  writer  of  the  com- 
munication from  which  the  extracts  were  taken;  that.this  .Benjamin  Sheehan  is  a 
military  pensioner,  having  as  his  son  stated  a pension  of  one  shilling  a day,  and 
that  the  said  Patrick  Sheehan  was  his  only  child. 

I must  apologize,  gentlemen,  for  troubling  you  with  so  long  a letter,,  but  must 
state  that  the  grossest  imposition  isattempted  by  almost  all  parties,  and  with  few 
rare  instances  indeed  we  never  receive  any  assistance  in  preventing  fraud. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  3,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  your  explanation  is  quite  satisfactory  to  the  Commis- 
sioners. 


Kanturk  Union. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  1,  1848. 

We  have  tlie  honour  to  report,  for  the  week  ended  the  26th  ultimo,  that 
the  week’s  collection  of  rate  was  735 1.  7s.  4<£,  making  in  12  weeks  the  amount 
15,293Z.  12s.  3d. 

The  collectors’  accounts  were  checked,  according  to  your  orders. 

During  the  last  week  the  result  of  the  workhouse  test  has  been,  that  658  refused 
to  go  into  the  house,  and  133  left  it. 

Through  your  kind  interference  we  received  the  order  from  the  Board  of  Works 
yesterday  for  implements,  and  we  are  distributing  them  to  day. 

The  auxiliary  workhouse  taken  from  Sir  Edward  Tierney,  we  have  placed  the 
boys  and  girls  schools  in.  The  house  is  named  by  the  Commissioners  for  400. 
From  the  arrangements  we  have  made,  and  the.  attention  paid  to  ventilation  (with 
the  consent  of  the  physician  of  the  establishment),  we  have  to  request  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Commissioners  to  augment  the  number  to  600. 

As  we  consider  that  the  workhouse  is  the  only  sure  test,  and  that  additional 
accommodation  is  always  of  great  importance,  we  have  to  request  your  approval 
of  our  procuring  tents  to  place  on  the  workhouse  grounds,  in  which  to  place 
convalescents  from  the  hospitals— this  has  also  met  with  the  consent  of  our 
physician. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing — March  7,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  that  you  will  communicate 
with  the  medical  officer  of  the  workhouse,  in  order  that  he  may  furnish  a specific 
report  as  to  the  number  of  persons  who  may  be  accommodated  in  the  additional 
workhouse  to  which  you  refer.  In  making  this  report,  the  medical  officer  should 
be  requested  to  state  after  the  apartments  have  been  measured,  the  number  of  cubic 
ieet  which  he  would  allot  to  each  person.  The  Commissioners  have  reason  to 
know  that  the  workhouse  of  the  Kanturk  Union  was  last  year  considerably  over- 
crowdecb  and  they  are  desirous  that  the  same  serious  evil  should  not  arise  again. 

I he  Commissioners  are  in  communication  with  the  Board  of  Health  on  the 
subject  of  the  latter  part  of  your  report. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — MarchJ,  1848. 
t We  have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  week  ended  the  4th  instant,  that  the 
S4.U  3S-  “ 13  W8elsS  tke 

d'  t‘  °S'  °d'  collectors  “c«>unts  were  checked  according  to  your 

The  workhouse  test  is  working  to  our  entire  satisfaction ; this  week  out  of 
orders  gwen  for  the  admission  of  966,  the  number  that  refused  to  come  into  the 
hou^  was  863 ; last  week  the  number  was  658 ; making  in  one  fortnight  1511 
The  arrangements  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  are  now  in  Operation  in 
every  part  ol  this  extensive  Union. 

The  workhouse  grounds  being  in  a wet  state  we  are  thorough-draining  them 
and  intend  to  sow  the  whole  under  flax  or  hemp. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  March 22,  1848. 

i a TiJe  collect°rs’  accounts  for  the  rate  struck  November  19,  1847,  have  been 
closed,  and  the  result  of  the  collection  is  as  follows : 


Rate,  November  19,  1847 
Arrear  of  former  rate 


£.  5.  d. 

16,412  12  6 
424  13  II 


Collected 


16,837  6 5 
16,018  6 9 


Present  arrear 


£818  19  8 


areVVlha7l  TfT  to  be  ™<k  by  our  collectors,  as  we 

are  awaie  that  tins  arrear  is  principally  composed  of  rates  on  holdings  under  « 
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value,  the  immediate  lessors  of  which  are  as  poor  as  the  occupiers  of  lands  under 
ejectment— of  collieries  rated  that  have  not  been  worked — and  some  clerical  errors 
m the  rating. 

. tlie  18th  instant  we  made  and  signed  a new  rate  from  two  to  six  shilling 
in  the  pound  upon  the  several  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union  ; such  ratine?  havino- 
been  calculated  according  to  the  amount  due,  current  expenses,  and  estimated  cost 
for  relief  up  to  the  29th  of  September  next. 

We  hope  that  our  calculations  may  prove  what  we  anticipate,  that  with  diligent 
attention  in  the  working  of  the  Union  there  may  be  a surplus  at  the  above  period. 

I he  collecting-books  will  be  ready  for  signature  upon  the- 24th  instant,  and  we 
shall  bind  our  collectors  in  bond  No.  7,  so  that  we  can  compel  them,  if  necessary, 
to  collect  within  four  months  from  the  dates  of  their  warrants ; but  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  we  shall  only  require  the  collectors  to  keep  with  our 
treasurer  a balance  of  about  2000/.,  so  that  we  shall  be  enabled  to  take  advantage 
of  prices,  and  not  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  contractors. 

JFheTOkHou8etest  conf*nues  to  work  well;  the  number  refusing;  house  relief 
4/2.  ° • 

, As  tlle.  Commissioners’  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  expires  on. 
tne  24th  instant,  we  shall  be  obliged  for  an  extension  to  the  1st  of  May ; but  as  is 
the  case  at  present,  we  shall  only  avail  ourselves  of  this  order  when  absolutely- 
necessary.  J 

Having  called  in  the  balances  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  application  lias 
been  made  for  leave  to  apply  such  by  giving  out  potatoes  for  seed  in  portions  suffi- 
cient (in  no  case  exceeding)  what  would  plant  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land.  The 
seed  to  be  given  to  labourers  who  can  procure  laud,  to  which  they  would  apply  anv 
manure  they  may  have.  J 

The  applicants  being  members  of  Relief  Committees,  say  the  seed  would  be 
planted  under  their  immediate  inspection ; and  as  they  are  not  satisfied  with  our 
views  as  to  the  manner  in  which  these  balances  are  to  be  applied,  we  shall  feel 
dbligvd  at  yaw  very  earliest  convenience,  to  reply  to  this  part  of  our  report. 

Whether  the  Commissioners  agree  to  the  application  of  the  Relief  Committees 
or  not,  we  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  utility  of  affording  relief  to  labourers 
for  a limited  period,  during  the  time  they  are  getting  in  their  crops,  possessing 
land  not  exceeding  quarter  of  an  acre,  and  to  those  who  obtain  small  portions  of 
land  to  plant  potatoes  in. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  25,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the  renewal 
of  tne  order  accordingly. 

As  regards  the  disposal  of  the  balances  of  loans  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act, 
I am  to  state  that  any  balances  of  advances  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  which 
Relief  Committees  have  handed  over  to  you,  must  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
electoral  divisions  for  which  the  advances  were  made,  and  can  only  be  legally 
applied  by  you  to  objects  for  which  the  poor-rates  are  applicable. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  29,  1848. 

. ""7  *laTe  honour  to  state,  for  the  week  ended  the  25th  instant,  that 
we  signed  the  collector  s warrants  for  the  new  rate  struck  the  18th  instant,  and 
suchdiaving  been  but  just  published,  the  collection  has  only  partially  commenced. 

The  workhouse  test  still  continues  to  work  well.  The  result,  796  having 
refused  during  the  week.  & 

We  have  nearly  finished  the  second  revision  of  the  out-door  lists  by  personal 
examination  oi  upwards  of  6000  cases. 

The  resuft  of  the  revision  is,  that  notwithstanding  the  order  for  relief  (out- 
door)  to  the  able-bodied  was  in  full  operation  during  the  revision,  we  have  been 
enabled  to  reduce  the  total  number  relieved  from  19,144,  at  a weekly  expense  of 
446/.,  to  17,146,  at  a weekly  cost  of  356/.— a saving  of  90/.  a-week,  being  at  the 
rate  of  4680/.  a-year.  ° 

As  we  bake  in  the  house  we  have  a paid  baker,  assisted  by  some  of  the  pauper 
boys.  We  particularly  wish  for  the  Commissioners’  consent  to  be  allowed  to  pay 


Kanturk  Union. 
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Kanturk  Onion,  such  halier  a small  fee — say  2 1.  or  Si. — for  each  boy  that  may  be  bound  to  him  as 
• an  apprentice.  The  same  to  apply  in  the  case  of  tailors  ancl  shoemakers  while 
working  in  the  house. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  II,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  unable  to  sanction  the  payment 
of  fees  for  apprentices  out  of  the  poor-rate,  as  such  payment  would  not  be  a legal 
charge  upon  that  fund. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — April  3,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  week  ended  the  1st  instant,  that  the 
workhouse  test  continues  to  work  well ; the  result  this  week — 903  refused  house 
relief. 

In  consequence  of  dysentery  prevailing  we  have,  with  the  consent  of  the  medical 
officer,  temporarily  altered  the  dietary  in  some  classes— white  in  place  of  brown 
bread,  and  the  use  of  rice.  It  has  been  attended  with  beneficial  results.  This 
temporary  alteration  has  caused  our  average  weekly  expenditure  to  be  higher. 

Some  contracts  we  have  entered  into,  have  been  on  favourable  terms  for  the 
Union;  that  of  milk  there  is  a saving  of  more  than  300/.  a-year;  meat  at  a 
reduction  of  two-ninths,  and  the  contracts  for  meal  could  not  be  on  lower  terms. 
Many  articles,  such  as  soap,  when  we  have  time  we  shall  purchase  in  Cork. 

We  have  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  arrangements  we  made  for  carrying  into 
effect  your  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  have  been  in  the  most 
judicious  manner  carried  out  by  our  excellent  Inspector,  Mr.  George  Connors. 
Task  work  is  required,  and  the  greatest  regularity  prevails  in  every  department. 

Requiring  hardy  old  men  in  section  1,  and  sons  under  15  of  widows,  to  work 
we  find  is  attended  with  good  effects. 

The  labour  test  is  working  well ; this  week  we  gave  directions  to  stop  one 
quarry,  five  persons  only  attending  there. 
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SCARIFF  UNION. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  '.—February  5,  1848. 

In  consequence  of  the  very  great  increase  in  the  number  of  applicants 
for  relief,  the  Vice- Guardians  were  detained  here  from  Tuesday  until  this  day 
(Saturday),  chiefly  in  examining  the  relieving  officers’  hooks,  and  deciding  upon 
the  nature  of  relief  to  be  afforded  in  each  case. 

There  is  just  now  a great  pressure  upon  us  again,  aggravated  no  doubt  by  an 
erroneous  impression  upon  the  minds  of  a population  utterly  demoralized  that 
every  one  must  now  get  “the. relief,” as  they  believe  the  workhouses  to  be  all 
full.  A salutary  check  will,  however,  be  in  full  operation  next  week,  as 
arrangements  are  made  for  putting  to  work  the  whole  of  the  male  able-bodied 
recipients  of  relief ; and  we  are  now  only  waiting  for  the  implements  promised 
by  the  Board  of  W orks.  In  the  meantime  an  overseer  has  been  appointed  at 
Tulla,  and  instructed  to  muster  daily  and  employ  in  stone-gathering  the  whole 
of  the  able-bodied  men  receiving  out  relief  in  that  division.  All  single  females 
are  to  be  admitted  into  the  workhouse ; and  we  shall  soon  be  in  a condition  to 
receive  an  additional  400  persons. 

In  order  to  carry  this  arrangement  into  efficient  operation,  I have  proposed 
that  the  whole  of  the  men  be  told-off  to  the  premises  at  Tomgraney,  and  which 
can  comfortably  accommodate  800.  The  ScarifF  workhouse  I wish  to  reserve 
for  adult  females  exclusively,  and  being  only  one  class  an  economy  of  room  will  be 
effected.  Cloone’s  house  in  ScarifF  to  be  for  the  old  women.  The  male  school 
children  to  be  transferred  from  the  workhouse  to  Kirby’s  house  in  ScarifF. 
Hogan’s  house  to  be  converted  into  a fever  hospital ; and  a house  which  I hired 
this  day  in  ScarifF  for  24/.  per  annum  to  be  appropriated  for  small-pox  patients, 
of  whom,  unfortunately,  we  have  at  present  a great  number. 

The  establishment  for  the  female  school  children  has  succeeded  even  beyond 
my  most  sanguine  expectations ; indeed,  its  advantages  cannot  at  this  period  be 
too  highly  estimated.  At  present  Moynoe  house  contains  nearly  400  inmates, 
among  whom  there  have  been  but  two  deaths  in  all.  In  short,  the  poor  children 
are  enjoying  the  best  health,  and  appear  perfectly  happy.  The  basement  floor 
is  now  being  boarded,  and  this  will  render  the  house  capable  of  accommodating 
an  additional  hundred,  or  500  in  all,  as  every  room  is  used  as  a dormitory,  the 
beds  being  removed  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  rooms  during  the  day.  A con- 
siderable number  of  large  families  have,  at  their  own  desire,  been  lately  removed 
from  the  workhouse  to  out-door  relief,  as  we  are  glad  to  have  their  vacancies 
for  single  able-bodied  persons.  It  is  my  wish  that  all  the  paupers  now  in  the 
different  houses,  as  well  as  all  others  who  may  be  hereafter  admitted,  may  be 
retained  so  long  as  they  require  relief,  as  I am  anxious  to  disabuse  their  minds 
of  a notion  that  the  workhouse  is  an  ordeal  which  must  be  submitted  to  pre- 
paratory to  getting  on  out-door  relief.  However,  I confidently  believe  that 
the  labour  test  to  out-door  paupers  will  operate  quite  as  beneficially  as  the 
workhouse  test  in  other  cases. 

The  poor-rate  continues  to  flow  in ; and  I have  intimated  to  the  collectors 
that  I expect  they  will  complete  the  collection  during  the  present  month.  Two 
or  three  of  the  old  collectors  are  very  inefficient,  and  so  are  some  of  the  reliev- 
ing officers ; the  lesser  evil  is,  for  the  present,  to  bear  with  them,  and  in  the 
meantime  to  look  out  for  efficient  substitutes. 

It  is  desirable  that  no  unavoidable  delay  should  take  place  in  framing  a new 
valuation.  . 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  10,  1848. 

As  regards  your  statement  that  the  Vice- Guardians  are  only  waiting  for 
the  implements  promised  by  the  Board  of  Works,  I am  to  state  that  the  Com- 
missioners have  received  and  foiwarded  to  the  Vice- Guardians  on  the  8th 
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instant  the  necessary  orders  for  the  implements  required  by  them  to  set  the 
paupers  to  work. 

In  reference  to  the  arrangements  mentioned  in  your  report  for  occupying 
the  several  workhouses  in  the  Union,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are 
very  unwilling  to  interfere  with  the  arrangements  made  for  the  accommodation 
of  paupers  received  into  the  workhouse,  and  the  different  auxiliary  buildings 
which  have  been  obtained ; but  the  Commissioners  fear  that  the  course  which 
you  state  to  be  adopted  at  Moynoe  house,  viz.,  using  the  whole  of  the  rooms  as 
dormitories,  cannot  be  long  continued  without  prejudice  to  the  health  of  the 
children  who  occupy  the  same  rooms  in  the  day.  The  Commissioners  request, 
therefore,  that  you  will  specially  consult  the  medical  officer  on  this  subject, 
with  the  view  of  making  some  arrangements  less  open  to  objection  on  sanitary 
grounds. 

With  reference  to  your  suggestion  that  no  delay  should  take  place  in  framing 
a new  valuation,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  the  subject  under 
consideration. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  4,  1848. 

We  have  no  communication  from  you  to  acknowledge  this  We^k,  except 
that  dated  29th  January,  1848,  enclosing  copy  of  a constabulary  report  relative 
to  the  death  of  Patrick  Collins  at  Tulla. 

On  inquiry  of  the  relieving  officer  of  that  district,  lie  reports  that  lie  was  not 
present  at  the  inquest,  but  that  he  knew  the  deceased  Pat  Collins  to  have  been 
out  of  his  mind  and  frequently  wandering  about  the  country.  He  does  not 
believe  that  Collins  was  in  immediate  want  of  food. 

Mr.  Purcell,  the  relieving  officer  for  Feakle,  states  that  Mr.  Martin,  the 
coroner,  has  endeavoured  to  mislead  him  by  giving  a recommendation  for  relief 
to  a man  holding  10  acres  of  land  and  not  in  need,  while  he  has  complained  of 
others  receiving  relief  who  were  fully  entitled  to  it. 

Our  attention  this  week  was  almost  wholly  absorbed  by  the  number  of  cases 
on  the  relieving  officers’  books,  the  examination  of  which  has  occupied  the 
greater  part  of  three  days,  and  even  until  a very  late  hour  at  night. 

We  have  commenced  arrangements  in  the  Tulla  districts  for  employing  the 
able-bodied  men  receiving  relief ; and  we  hope  next  week  to  have  the  system 
there  in  full  operation,  We  are  preparing  to  enforce  it  also  in  Feakle  and 
Killaloe,  and  shall  commence  as  soon  as  we  have  appointed  proper  super- 
intendents of  labour. 

W e hope  to  be  able  to  give  an  abstract  of  the  number  receiving  out-door 
relief  at  foot  of  this  report ; but  the  business  of  examining  the  Application  Book, 
and  making  the  necessary  orders,  has  been  so  verv  heavy  this  week,  that  the 
statement  has  been  delayed  from  appearing  on  the  minutes. 

We  have  been  employed  part  of  the  week  in  discharging  from  the  workhouse 
such  cases  as  were  reported  by  the  doctor  as  fit  subjects  of  out-relief  from  age 
and  infirmity,  as  well  as  some  widows  and  children.  Of  these  classes  we  dis- 
charged this  week  from  the  house  about  174  persons. 

The  numbers  in  the  several  houses  this  day  were  nearly  as  follow : — 

Union  workhouse 817 

Clune’s  house 137 

Kerby’s  ditto  . . . . . . 274 

Reddan’s  store 256 

Hogan’s  (sick) 23 

Moynoe 360 

Total  ....  1,867 

Our  time  has  been  so  occupied  this  week  with  the  relieving  officers,  that  we 
are  not  able  to  give  as  detailed  an  account  of  the  collection  as  we  could  have 
wished.  With  the  exception  of  Tulla,  Killaloe,  and  Ogunnella,  there  appears 
to  be  considerable  activity  displayed  by  the  collectors;  but  in  those'  districts 
very  little  seems  to  have  been  done,  and  unless  a more  active  progress  is  made 
next  week,  we  shall  have  to  take  measures  to  put  the  collection  in  other  hands. 
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Some  cases  of  rescue  of  cattle  seized  in  Moimtshannon,  were  before  the  mao-is- 
trates  at  Petty  Sessions  on  Thursday,,  and  have  been  referred  to  the  Quarter 
Sessions.  Captain  Hart’s  attendance  proved  useful  in  preventing  the  offenders 
irom  being  too  leniently  dealt  with  by  the  magistrates. 

We  have  paid  off  during  the  week  12321.  Os.  3d.  of  the  outstanding  cheeks  of 
the  late  Guardians,  leaving  the  amount  now  outstanding  20691.  16s.  lorf. 

W e have  had  great  complaints  of  the  present  state  of  the  burying  ground  for 
the  paupers  at  Tomgrany,  the  place  being  so  filled  that  the  coffins  are  in  some 
places  scarcely  concealed  by  the  earth.  It  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
procure  a piece  of  ground  immediately,  and  we  wish  to  know  if  we  should 
advertise  for  the  purpose. 

We  wish  to  have  your  instructions  as  to  appointing  districts  and  medical 
officers  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Vaccination  Act  fully  throughout 
the  Union,  as  small-pox  seems  to  he  one  of  the  most  prevalent  diseases  at 
present. 

We  have  written  again  to  the  Board  of  Works,  requesting  their  order  for  us 
to  receive  the  necessary  implements  for  putting  the  paupers  to  work. 

We  have  had  an  assignment  prepared  of  the  house  of  Cluue,  in  Scariff,  by 
the  attorney  who  usually  acted  lor  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  but  we  find  he 
has  erroneously  made  us  parties  to  the  deed  instead  of  the  Commissioners. 

We  send  you  a copy  ol  the  deed  herewith,  in  order  that  you  may  point  out 
what  alterations  should  be  made  in  it.  Clune  is  impatient  to  receive  the 
purchase  money,  as  he  is  preparing  to  take  his  family  to  America.  As  he  is  a 
poor  mail,  the  delay  is  a matter  ol  great  inconvenience  and  expense  to  him  and 
we  shall  have  to  make  him  some  compensation  for  it.  Your  early  attention  to 
this  matter  is,  therefore,  respectfully  requested. 

Number  on  out-door  relief,  as  far  as  ascertained  tliis  week,  about  10,000. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  11,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  report,  dated  the  4th  in- 
stant, relative  to  the  Scariff  Union,  and  have  directed  me  to  express  their  thanks 
lor  your  communication. 

The  Commissioners  have  forwarded  a copy  of  your  observations  in  regard  to 
the  death  of  Pat.  Collins,  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

In  regard  to  the  state  of  the  burying-ground  at  Tomgrany,  and  your  inquiry 
as  to  whether  you  should  advertise  for  a piece  of  ground  to  be  used  as  a cemetery, 
I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  see  no  objection  to  a piece  of  land  being 
taken  for  this  purpose,  under  the  20th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension 
Act,  and  you  can  advertise  for  a suitable  piece  of  land  if  you  deem  that  course 
advisable.  You  will  observe  that  the  land  must,  according  to  the  section  above 
referred  to,  be  conveyed  to  the  Commissioners. 

With  reference  to  your  request  for  instructions  as  to  appointing  districts  and 
medical  officers  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Vaccination  Act,  I am  to 
forward  to  you  a copy  of  the  Vaccination  Extension  Act,  together  with  a copy 
ol  an  instructional  circular  issued  by  the  Commissioners  in  the  year  1840,  which 
W1“’  P1-obably,  be  found  to  give  all  the  information  you  require. 

The  Commissioners  have  forwarded  the  assignment  of  Clune’s  house,  which 
accompanied  your  report,  to  their  solicitors,  and  have  requested  them  to  make 
the  necessary  alterations. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Hart: — February  9,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  copy 
ol  a constabulary  report  -which  has  been  transmitted  to  them,  relative  to  the 
death  ol  Mary,  Margaret,  and  William  Boland,  in  Scariff  Union;  and  I am  to 
request  that  you  will  he  so  good  as  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  your 
observations  on  the  subject. 
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Enclosure. 


Mr.  Shaw  to  the  Inspector-General: — February  3,  1848. 


On  the  1st  an  inquest  was  held  on  the  body  of  Mary 
Boland,  who  were  found  dead. 


Copy  of  Verdict. 


Boland,  Margaret  and  William 


That  Mary  Boland  was  found  dead  beside  a ditch. 

That  William  and  Margaret  Boland  came  to  their  death  from  starvation. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners,  in  reply  -.—February  10,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  enclosing  a copy  of  a con- 
stabulary report  of  the  deaths  of  Mary,  Margaret,  and  William  Boland,  I beg 
leave  to  state  that  a similar  report  having  reached  me  on  the  2nd  instant  I imme- 
diately instituted  inquiry  into  the  circumstances,  and  ascertained  that  William 
Boland  (the  father)  held  about  20  acres  of  land,  and  which  of  course  precluded 
him  and  his  family  from  receiving  any  relief  under  the  Poor  Law,  in  corrobora- 
tion of  which  I beg  to  enclose  the  relieving  officer’s  statements. 

I regret  to  have  to  state  that  verdicts  of  fi  death  from  starvation”  have  been 
returned  upon  very  insufficient  evidence — I allude  to  the  absence  on  some  occa- 
sions of  a medical  man,  and  the  absence  on  all  occasions,  of  the  relieving  officer 
of  the  district. 

Enclosures. 

Mr.  Purcell  to  Captain  Hart  : — February  2,  1848. 

Early  iu  the  month  of  November  last  I went  to  Gurthaveha,  where  Boland,  the  sub- 
ject of  the  post  mortem  examination  of  the  1st  instant,  then  lived.  He  held  a few  acres  of  land 
from  Colonel  Wyndham.  He  stated  that  he  would  never  give  up  his  farm,  although  his  neigh- 
bours and  I advised  him  to  the  contrary. 

Mary  Boland  was  his  daughter  by  a former  wife — she  never  agreed  with  the  rest  of  the 
family — she  spent  her  time  for  the  most  part  begging — was  often  known  to  be  turned  outside 
doors. 

He  stated  to  me  that  he  preferred  holding  his  farm  to  receiving  relief. 


Mr.  Purcell  to  Captain  Hart  : — February  7,  1848. 

William  Boland,  of  Gurthaveha,  electoral  division  Feakle,  on  whose  body  the 
inquest  was  held,  and  verdict  of  death  by  starvation  was  returned,  holds  a farm  there.  He  paid 
his  rent  last  harvest  to  Mr.  Crow  at  Ennis,  who  told  him  that  his  landlord,  Colonel  Wyndham, 
would  probably  send  him  to  Sydney  April  or  May  next,  the  hope  of  which  was  the  cause  of  his 
retaining  the  possession  of  his  land  so  long. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  12,  1848. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  with 
respect  to  the  prosecution  of  Callaghan,  late  collector  for  Kilno  electoral  division. 
We  have  to  state  that  his  father,  who  is,  we  believe,  an  honest,  industrious  farmer, 
has  paid  the  amount  of  his  son’s  deficiency,  31/.  6s.  9 d. ; and  has  since  brought 
us  a letter  from  Callaghan  acknowledging  his  guilt  fully,  and  asking  for  clemency. 
On  consulting  with  Captain  Hart,  by  his  advice  we  have  agreed  to  • his  request 
in  consequence  of  the  father’s  good  character  and  his  promptness  in  paying  the 
money,  although  cautioned  at  the  time  that  his  doing  so  might  not  prevent  a 
prosecution.  We  have  also  considered  that  Callaghan  has  been  already  severely 
punished  by  the  pain  and  disgrace  of  his  imprisonment,  and  that  a sufficient 
example  has  been  given  of  the  determination  of  the  Vice- Guardians  to  punish 
any  attempt  at  fraud  or  concealment  on  the  part  of  the  collectors ; we  have 
therefore  directed  the  clerk  not  to  proceed  with  the  prosecution,  on  Callaghan’s 
father  agreeing  to  pay  the  penalty  for  his  non-appearance. 

W e have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  8th  instant,  sanction- 
ing the  payment  of  30  Z.  to  the  clerk,  and  5/.  to  the  porter  for  preparing  and  copying 
rate-books  and  collection-books ; and  of  9tb  instant,  agreeing  to  the  appointment 
of  assistant  relieving  officers  in  the  Feakle  and  Tulla  districts,  as  a temporary 
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measure.  On  account  of  a similar  pressure  in  the  Scariff  electoral  division,  we 
have  had  to  make  a like  appointment  for  this  district  next  week,  for  which  we 
hope  for  your  sanction.  The  Killaloe  and  Ogunnella  district  is  also  too  lar^-e 
for  one  relieving  officer  to  perform  the  duties  satisfactorily ; and  we  shall  con- 
sider whether  it  would  be  better  to  divide  the  district  and  appoint  an  additional 
officer,  or  recommend  an  assistant. 

We  have  made  some  progress  in  putting  the  able-bodied  male  paupers  receiv- 
ing out-door  relief  to  daily  work ; but  owing  to  the  very  great  and  constant 
pressure  of  applicants  in  all  the  electoral  divisions,  the  duty  of  examining  the 
relieving  officers’  reports,  joined  with  other  necessary  business,  has  been  so 
urgent  and  has  occupied  so  much  time,  that  our  arrangements  are  not  vet  com- 
pleted. 

We  visited  Tulla  on  Tuesday,  and  there  inspected  the  paupers  who  have  been 
this  week  employed  in  gathering  stones  preparatory  to  having  them  broken,  as 
soon  as  we  can  obtain  the  implements. 

The  relieving  officer,  Mr.  Kerwick,  and  the  superintendent,  Mr.  Wade,  are 
performing  their  duties  satisfactorily. 

We  have  made  arrangements  for  commencing  work  on  Monday  in  the  Scariff, 
Killuran,  Kilno,  Clonrush,  Woodford,  and  Feakle  electoral  divisions,  and  this 
day  we  go  to  Killaloe  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  for  that  electoral 
division  and  Ogunnella. 

We  hope  to  receive  another  order  from  the  Board  of  Works  for  the  additional 
implements  applied  for  in  our  letter  of  yesterday. 

The  total  number  of  able-bodied  male  paupers  receiving  relief  in  Tulla 
electoral  division  is  541;  in  Killuran,  94.  We  have  not  received  a return 
from  the  other  electoral  divisions,  but  next  week  will  be  able  to  state  the  whole 
exactly. 

We  have  contracted  with  Mr.  Walnut,' of  Scariff,  to  supply  meal  at  all  the 
relief  stations  at  each  electoral  division  of  the  Union,  and  in  the  required  quan- 
tities direct  to  the  recipients,  at  the  low  rate  of  9/.  6s.  8 d.  per  ton,  or  one  penny 
per  pound.  Mr.  Walnut  has  always  given  satisfaction  in  the  quality  of  the  meal 
he  has  supplied  to  the  workhouse. 

The  collection  continues  to  proceed  on  the  whole  satisfactorily  ; although  in 
many  instances  distraints  have  to  be  made,  and  summonses  have  to  be  issued  in 
cases  of  rescue.  The  total  amount  received  up  to  this  date,  as  far  as  we  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  is  as  follows : — 


£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Tulla 

1479 

12 

10,  balance  to  be  collected,  2311 

16 

7 

Feakle 
Killaloe  . 

885 

19 

8 „ 

„ 1747 

19 

11 

Ogunnella  . 

1394 

10 

6 

„ 2522 

5 

3 

Killuran 

545 

7 

5 „ 

„ 456 

5 

11 

Kilno 

653 

5 

10  „ 

„ 1126 

12 

9 

Scariff 
Woodford  ; 

602 

0 

o 

„ 1694 

8 

7 

Clonrush  . 
Mount  Shannon 

766 

11 

1 

„ 1166 

15 

11 

£6327 

7 

4 

£11,026 

4 

11 

We  have  paid  this  week  for  outstanding  checks,  388/.  Os.  lOd. ; leaving  now 
outstanding  1734/.  Is.  6d. 

One  of  the  checks  paid  this  week  was  for  117/.  17s.,  on  which  law'  proceed- 
ings had  been  taken,  and  a latitat  served  on  the  clerk  before  we  came  into 
office.  The  holder  was  satisfied  to  pay  his  own  costs,  amounting  to  9/.,  and  to 
accept  payment  of  the  original  sum.  » 

The  total  amount  of  our  payments  out  of  the  present  collection,  including 
the  outstanding  checks,  is  6046/.  5s.  7d.,  leaving  a balance  still  for  current  ex- 
penses. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Reade  we  have  inserted  a long  letter  from  him  on  our 
minutes,  to  which  we  have  attached  our  observations ; such  communications 
lead  to  no  practical  good,  and  occupy  much  of  our  time  to  very  little  purpose, 
but  we  did  not  w'ish  to  allow  him  a pretext  for  complaint. 


Scariff  Union. 
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We  have  also  inserted  our  letter  to  the  coroner  and  his  reply.  We  find  that 
the  rates  for  payment  of  which  he  states  Boland’s  bed-clothes  were  sold,  were 
county-rates,  not  poor-rates  ; and  Mr.  Purcell,  the  relieving  officer,  informs  us 
that  Boland’s  death  was  caused  by  cold  caught  from  want  of  sufficient  cover- 
ing. He  and  his  family  were  lying  in  a shed  fixed  against  the  old  house,  which 
had  in  part  fallen  down.  The  Bolands  being  in  possession  of  20  acres  of  land 
had  not  applied  for  relief. 

In  the  case  of  Bridget  Gallagher,  Purcell  states,  he  has  procured  positive 
proof  that  she  had  sufficient  food,  'and  did  not  die  of  hunger.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  great  extent  of  destitution  generally  in  this  Union,  as 
the  people  are  without  wages  or  employment,  and  have  no  visible  means 
of  subsistence  ; but  many  who  are  above  actual  want  are  most  ingenious 
and  persevering  in  their  efforts  to  extort  relief  by  falsehood  and  stra- 
tagem. There  exists  a great  difficulty  in  ^ascertaining  the  truth  as  to  the  bond 
fide  cessation  to  occupy  land.  There  is  the  greatest  reluctance  to  surrender  to 
the  landlord,  even  in  cases  where  many  years’  arrears  of  rent  are  due  ; in  most 
cases  the  land  would  be  given  up  if  the  cabin  could  be  retained,  but  the  eonse 
quence  of  surrendering  the  cabin  with  the  laud  is,  that  the  cabin  is  immediately 
demolished,  and  the  recent  tenant  becomes  a permanent  pauper,  without  a 
home. 

The  numbers  in  the  several  houses  this  day  are  as  follow : — 

Union  workhouse . . . . 793  mixed. 

Tomgrany  store  ....  279  men. 

Kirby’s  house  ....  234  women. 

Clune’s  house  . . . . 130  women. 

Hogan’s  house  ....  3 7 sick. 

Moynoe  house  ....  443  girls. 


About  11,000  on  out-door  relief. 

cJf7he  cost  of  maintenance  for  the  above  numbers,  within  and  without,  is  about 
5001.  per  week,  and  rent  and  salaries  are  about  50?.  per  week  more. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  for  the  next  six  weeks,  to  25th  March 


Six  weeks’  maintenance,  550?.  per  week  . 
Due  for,  and  required  for,  clothing  . 

Debts  still  unpaid 

Poundage  on  rate 


£. 

3300 

2000 

4300 

850 


£10,450 

Rate  still  uncollected  . . . £11 026 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  17,  1848. 

electo °ffi»r  * *** 
they  understand  that  the  causes  which  have  led  to  it  are  likdyTbe  rf  tern" 
porary  durahon  only ; hut  under  other  circumstances  the  Commi  slonei^ 
they  have  already  stated  to  you,  would  much  nn>fn>  +w  n ,as 

a tendency  to  divide,  andThe"  ^“ng 

scheme  of  the  proposed  division  to  be  forwarded  to  this  office.7  15  ^ 
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In  regard  to  your  statement  that  the  present  rate  will  only  last  to  the  25th  of^Scsriff  Union. 

March,  and  that  immediate  measures  should  be  taken  to  provide  for  the  expen-  

diture  for  the  ensuing  six  months,  I am  to  state  that  if  the  Guardians  will  °-o 
on  weekly  providing  for  the  able-bodied  men  and  their  families  in  the  work- 
house,  and  for  persons  entitled  to  relief  under  the  1st  section  out  of  the  work- 
house,  the  Commissioners  will  apply  to  the  British  Association  to  make  for 
awhile,  advances  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  for  the  relief  of  destitute  able-bodied 
men  and  their  families  out  of  the  workhouse. 

With  this  view  the  Commissioners  request  you  to  furnish  them  with  an 
estimate  of  the  weekly  sum  which  in  your  opinion  will  be  required  in  order  to 
preserve  from  starvation  the  destitute  poor  who  are  entitled  to  relief  in  your 
district,  forming  a separate  estimate  for  each  of  the  three  following  heads : — 


1st.  Relief  in  the  workhouse. 


2nd.  Relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the 
1st  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act. 

3rd.  Relief  to  able-bodied  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the  2nd  section 
of  that  Act. 


At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  rely  upon  your  continued  exertions  in 
enforcing  a due  and  efficient  collection  of  the  rate  from  all  parties  in  the  Union 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  12,  1848. 

Although  the  number  of  applicants  for  relief  has  enormously  increased 
of  late,  since  it  became  known  that  the  workhouses  were  full,  still  I am  of 
opinion,  seeing  that  every  destitute  person  within  the  Union  is  now  duly  relieved, 
that  the  lists  will  be  speedily ‘reduced,  for  I find  that  my  expectations  are 
already  being  realized  in  many  able-bodied  men  refusing  to  come  to  daily 
labour  for  their  rations,  and  single  females  in  like  manner  refusing  in-door  relief. 
Daily  labour  for  able-bodied  men,  and  workhouse  accommodation  for  single 
females,  are  the  best  possible  tests ; I am,  consequently,  desirous  of  reserving 
every  vacant  berth  within  the  workhouse  for  single  persons,  and  for  the  present, 
at  least,  to  continue  on  out-door  relief  such  destitute  persons  as  have  families, 
which  will  also  prevent  the  destruction  of  their  habitations. 

I am  again  enabled  to  report  most  favourably  of  the  collection  of  the  poor- 
rate.  Since  writing  my  last  week’s  report,  the  collectors  have  notified  to  me 
the  receipt  of  14501  To  this  important  duty  I devote  unceasing  attention ; and 
as  every  instance  of  open  resistance  has  been  borne  down  by  the  arm  of  the  law, 
it  seems  now  to  be  pretty  generally  felt  that  the  rate  may  as  well  be  peaceably 
paid.  I feel  bound,  however,  to  expvess  my  conviction  that  if  the  chairman  and 
the  25  members  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  who  signed  the  extraordinary 
memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  complaining  of  (to  use  their  own  words) 
“ the  neglect  of  the  Commissioners  to  enforce  upon  the  Board  of  Guardians 
“ (the  memorialists  themselves')  the  laying  on  and  collection  of  rates  sufficient,” 
that  had  all  these  gentlemen  paid  their  own  rates,  as  they  should  have  felt 
bound  in  honour  to  have  done  after  signing  such  a document,  there  would  have 
been  neither  resistance  nor  difficulty  of  any  kind  experienced  in  its  collection, 
and  the  whole  amount  would  have  long  since  been  got  in.  But  in  the  com- 
paratively few  cases  of  rescue,  the  ignorant  farmer  very  naturally  calculated 
that  in  such  a case  the  law  would  be  a dead  letter  in  the  administration  of  those 
who  were  themselves  resisting,  passively  resisting,  the  payment  of  poor-rates. 
In  thus  stating  what  I am  informed  was  at  one  time  the  opinion  of  the  tenant 
class,  I must  also  add  that  every  magistrate  on  the  bench  has,  when  cases  of 
rescue  have  been  brought  to  notice,  afforded  the  collectors  every  assistance  and 
justice,  especially  Mr.  John  Pat.  Molony. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  19,  1848. 

We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  February,  1848,  enclosing  a 
complaint  of  Thomas  Stamers,  for  being  over-rated.  On  examining  the  Rate 
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Book,  we  find  his  statement  to  he  correct ; and  on  making  inquiry,  it  appears 
he  holds  but  the  one  farm  of  two  and  a-half  acres. 

We  have  therefore  desired  the  collector  not  to  enforce  payment  for  more 
than  the  small-farm,  and  to  let  the  other  lie  over  as  an  arrear  until  the  valuation 
is  revised.  The  poor  man  also  complains  that  his  two  and  a-half  acres  were 
over-valued  by  mistake,  in  comparison  with  his  neighbours  holding  the  same 
quantity  of  land,  and  by  which  means  he  has  been  rated  for  his  holding,  while 
his  neighbour’s  holdings  have  been  rated  on  the  immediate  lessor.  This  also 
appears  to  be  the  case,  but  as  we  have  no  power  to  alter  the  valuation  as  it 
appears  in  the  Rate  Book,  there  seems  no  present  remedy.  The  poor  man  is  in 
arrear  of  rent,  and  declares  he  has  no  means  of  paying  either.  We  told  him 
the  rate  should  be  paid  before  the  rent,  and  he  should  get  his  landlord  to  allow 
him  an  equitable  portion ; but  as  the  property  is  in  Chancery,  and  under  a 
receiver  of  the  Court,  it  is  not  likely  he  can  get  any  redress.  He  says  he  must 
give  up  the  land  and  become  a pauper.  We  fear  many  such  cases  will  be 
found  before  our  collection  is  completed. 

Relative  to  the  subject  of  land  occupation,  we  have  to  acknowledge  your 
circular  of  15th  February,  1848.  We  think  the  queries  put  to  Mr.  Henn,  do 
not  fully  meet  the  case,  and  we  find  ourselves  in  as  much  difficulty  with  his 
opinion  before  us.  It  is  clear  that  the  ceasing  to  occupy  more  than  one-fourth 
acre  of  land,  is  what  the  law  requires  ; but  the  query  for  counsel  should  be, 
“ what  constitutes  occupation  in  the  meaning  of  the  statute.”  It  appears  from 
Mr.  Henn’s  opinion,  that  if  a man  quits  house  and  land  even  without  a leo-al 
surrender,  it  is  to  be  construed  as  ceasing  to  occupy;  but  Guardians  requireto 
be  instructed  as  to  whether — 

1st.  If  an  occupier  of  land  quits  house  and  land,  and  comes  to  the  work- 
house,  or  goes  to  live  elsewhere,  but  still  retains  the  key  of  his  house,  and, 
perhaps,  has  left  some  furniture  in  it  which  he  still  intends  to  claim  ownership 
to  ; is  such  a quittance  a bond  fide  cessation  to  occupy  ? 

2nd.  If  an  occupier  of.  land  ceases  to  use  the  land  in  anyway,  either  by 
neglecting  to  till  or  graze  it,  declaring  that  lie  has  withdrawn  from  the  occu- 
pation but  still  retains  the  house;  is  such  to  be  considered  a cessation  to 
occupy  ? 


3rd.  Or  if  an  occupier  transfers  to  a third  party  all  his  right,  title,  and 
interest  m the  land  on  condition  of  being  allowed  to  occupy  the  house,  is  such 
a transfer,  whether  legal  or  not,  a sufficient  cessation  of  occupation  to  entitle 


the  person  to  relief? 


These  queries  are  of  vital  importance  in  some  parts  of  this  Union,  but  par- 
ticularly in  Feakle,  where  land  is  poor,  mountainous,  and  boggy  and  where 
many  persons,  in  a state  bordering  on  starvation,  hold  10  or  12  acres  oflaud 
Tldl  tIlere  is  Pr°babIy  not  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  cultivation. 

fer  tW  dHoof  Cerih“?  reP°Ited  ““I S on  his  Application  Booh, 
ioi  they  did  not  apply  for  relief,  knowing  the  occupation  of  land  disentitled 

heTjT1  Te.°fnBl *‘i  but  verfcally  he  had  told  us  of  families  whose  houses 
he  had  gone  into,  where  some  of  the  children  were  lying  on  the  miserable  bed 

?"~^egeiitrd  T UP  fr°m  T°  tP-e  he  gave 

we ^ could  not  but  IS,  1 Tv  TT  were  not  entitlei  to  twelve  it,  and 
could  not  but  approve  of  his  having  done  so,  whoever  may  have  to  bear  the 
cost  of  it  Many  tenants  of  Colonel  Wyndham,  in  Feakle,  arefwe  are  infZied 

the  a”!nt  S0bey  ‘n  T5’  “ the  exPectotion  held  out  to  them  by 
the  a0ent,  that  he  will  afford  means  to  his  tenants  to  emigrate  in  the  spring 
In  the  meantime  many  of  these  unfortunate  people  are  on  the  ver°-e  of  rtarva- 

relZn  £a?e  *°  "*?*  “ Talla  <**£"1  Vision,  as  informed  by  our 

fi  n ? officer,  a number  of  families  have  been  this  week  brought  on  his  relief 

Robert  KemiiZrT  ^fir  lands,  and  their  cabins  thro,™  down,  on  Sir 
MoZ  nsZat^TfLh  G “dr?e-  rdievinS  oifi“r  of  Kita*  also 
containin',  about  hlS  electoral  division,  about  30  families, 

wisbZfffi  two  lp  vee?  dispossessed  on  the  property  of  Mr. 

W hdn  Ja!atn  t r levlivthe  S™“d.  These  unfortunate  creatures 
toZuZtbem  tf  T fTT  this  week.  Some  have  petitioned  us  not 
Si°' ™'k  lorf  thT  7,ekly  subsistence  until  they  had  finished 
weatieif  S temPorarI  huts  belter  themselves  and  families  from  the 
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We  have  considered  these  details  important,  as  tending  to  show  the  reason  of  Scariff  Union, 
the  increased  applications  for  relief.  — 

The  poverty  of  the  districts  above  referred  to,  may  in  some  degree  be  judged 
ot  by  reference  to  Mr.  Griffiths’  valuation  now  before  us.  We  do  not  know 
what  part  of  Feakle  is  the  property  of  Colonel  Wyndham,  but  the  whole  parish 
is  valued  as  follows : — 

Feakle  contains  35,993  acres,  value  74937.  6s.,  or  about  4s.  2d.  per  acre 
average.  Of  the  resident  gentry  or  proprietors  some  idea  may  be  formed  by 
the  statement  that  out  of  96  townlands,  of  which  the  district  is  composed,  in  79 
the  houses  are  set  down  as  of  no  annual  value ; and  in  the  remaining  17,  the 
annual  value  of  the  houses  is  stated  at  1607.  6s.,  out  of  which  is  to  be  taken 
657.  12s.,  for  the  value  of  one  church  at  Feakle,  one  police  barrack,  two  National 
school-houses,  and  three  Roman  Catholic  chapels ; so  that  the  whole  annual 
value  of  buildings  for  dwelling  and  farm  purposes,  over  36,000  acres  of  land  (of 
the  population  of  which  2500  persons  are  receiving  out-door  relief,  to  keep 
them  from  starvation),  is  under  1007.  per  annum. 

The  townland  of  Glandree  above  referred  to,  contains  2563  acres,  valued  at 
4957.  4s.,  or  about  3s.l0£d.  per  acre  on  an  average.  The  annual  value  of  houses 
is  stated  as  ml. 

Annaghneal  contains  442  acres,  value  1787.  8s.  per  annum,  or  nearly  8s.  Ic7. 
per  acre ; houses  nil  Annaghneal  is  in  the  parish  of  Kilnoe,  containing  10,512 
a^re^>  va^ue>  011  an  average,  at  about  8s.  6d.  per  acre,  and  with  a house  valuation 
of  2137.  Us. 

This  is,  therefore,  one  of  the  least  distressed  parishes  in  the  Union,  and  in 
which  the  rate  has  been  collected  quietly  and  peacefully. 

We  have  to  report  the  collection  as  proceeding  this  week  satisfactorily  in  the 
total  amount  collected,  although  Feakle  and  Kill uran  are  backward. 

Since  last  report  we  have  advice  of  the  following : — 


— 

— 

Total. 

Remain. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

t. 

d. 

For  Tulla 

280 

2 

2 

1759  15 

0 

2031 

14 

5 

„ Feakle  .... 

59 

0 

0 

944  19 

8 

1688 

19 

11 

„ Killaloe  . . . . ] 

nn? 

n 

0 ! 

1274  5 

0 

1503 

17 

8 

„ Ogunnella  . . . ) 

0 

0 1 

415  5 

6 

725 

7 

7 

„ Killuran  .... 

66 

0 

0 

611  7 

5 

390 

5 

11 

„ Kilnoe  .... 

257 

0 

0 

910  5 

10 

869 

12 

9 

„ Scariff  .... 

186 

19 

4 

788  19 

4 

1507 

9 

3 

„ Woodford  . . .) 

„ Clonrush  . . . . 1 

160 

0 

0 

926  11 

1 

16 

„ Mountshannon  . .J 

1302 

1 

6 

7629  8 

10 

9724 

3 

6 

It  is  very  satisfactory  that,  notwithstanding  the  great  destitution  which  pre- 
vails throughout  the  Union,  that  the  farmer  class  generally,  who  possess  the 
means,  have  shown  a disposition  to  meet  the  rate  promptly  and  cheerfully; 
and  that,  although  seizures  of  cattle  have  had  to  be  made  by  the  collectors,  and 
in  some  of  the  electoral  divisions  rescues  have  been  attempted  and  made,  yet 
there  has  not  been  a single  instance  of  violence,  or  any  necessity  for  calling  for 
aid  either  from  police  or  military.  In  the  cases  of  immediate  lessors  there  is 
more  difficulty  experienced,  the  landlords  not  being  generally  well  inclined  to 
pay  those  rates  promptly . This  is,  in  many  instances,  perhaps  to  be  attributed  to 
the  imperfection  of  the  valuation,  and  to  doubts  of  the  legality  of  the  rating. 
Among  the  landlords  and  gentry  there  are  several  who  have  paid  this  heavy 
rate  promptly  and  cheerfully,  and  expressed  their  conviction  of  its  necessity. 
There  are  difficulties  existing  on  the  part  of  landed  proprietors  from  their  not 
having  ready  money  at  hand,  and  being  obliged  to  dispose  of  live  stock  before 
they  can  meet  the  heavy  amount  they  are  required  to  pay.  The  difficulty  of 
collecting  rents  for  the  last  two  years  has  increased  the  embarrassments  of  the 
landlords.  These  considerations  should  have  some  weight  in  judging  of  the 
conduct  of  those  who,  without  expressing  reluctance,  or  making  any  complaint, 
have  yet  been  unavoidably  tardy  in  paying. 

The  necessary  examination  of  the  relieving  officers’  books,  and  the  hearing 

3 U 
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and  inquiring  into  complaints  against  them,  have  occupied  so  m uch  of  our  time 
that  we  have  not  yet  finished  our  arrangements  for  out-door  work,  nor  able  to 
inspect  those  who  are  at  work. 

We  experience  much  annoyance  from  the  continued  and  reiterated  complaints 
of  Mr.  Reade,  of  Wood  Park,  Mountshannon,  who,  since  his  intrusion  into  the 
Board-room  on  Tuesday  last,  and  his  attempt  to  dictate  what  mode  of  relief  we 
should  adopt  in  Mountshannon  electoral  division,  has  written  us  an  extraor- 
dinary letter,  which  we  did  not  think  necessary  to  place  on  the  minutes.  As  it 
appears  Mr.  Read  has  had  a petition  presented  to  Parliament,  we  shall  be  pre- 
paring ourselves  to  meet  his  complaints  by  the  evidence  of  what  facts  we  can 
collect,  in  case  any  investigation  should  be  called  for.  We  have  reason  to 
believe  that  if  we  acted  on  his  suggestions  we  should  have  to  give  account  of 
many  deaths  from  starvation  in  his  electoral  division.  The  whole  number  of 
able-bodied  paupers  receiving  out-door  relief  in  Mountshannon  electoral  division 
is  22,  whose  wives  and  children  amount  to  74,  and  the  cost  of  their  weekly 
relief  is  2/.  16s.,  or  one  penny  per  day  for  each  individual.  These  22  have  been 
ordered  to  work  this  week,  and  Mr.  Reade  complains  that  they  refuse  to  work 
for  him.  There  may  be  reasons  for  these,  which  we  shall  endeavour  to  account 
for  in  a future  report. 

We  have  received  an  authority  from  the  Board  of  Health  to  establish  the 
temporary  fever  hospital  at  Killaloe,  as  an  hospital  for  that  electoral  division, 
and  have  made  arrangements  for  its  management  with  the  Relief  Committee  at 
Kallaloe. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  25,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  weekly  report,  dated  the 
19th  instant. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  as  to  the  occupation  of  land,  and  the 
difficulties  you  experience  in  applying  the  opinion  given  by  Mr.  Henn,  I am  to 
state  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  a further  opinion 
as  to  what  constitutes  occupation  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  as  they 
think  the  definition  of  the  term  “occupier,”  which  is  given  in  the  124th  section 
of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  will  be  found  to  afford  a sufficient  guide.  The 
word  “occupier”  is  there  defined  to  “include  every  person  in  the  immediate 
use  or  enjoyment  of  any  hereditaments  rateable  under ! this  Act,  whether  cor- 
poreal or  incorporeal.” 

As  regards  the  three  specific  questions  proposed  by  you  in  reference  to  this 
subject,  I am  to  state : — ' • 

1st.  The  Commissioners  do  not  think  that  a person  who  quits  house  and  land 
and  goes  to  the  workhouse,  or  goes  to  live  elsewhere,  but  still  retains  the  key 
of  the  house,  and  has  left  some  furniture  in  it,  which  he  intends  to  claim  owner- 
ship to,  can  be  considered  as  having  ceased  to  occupy. 

2nd,  In  regard  to  the  second  case  supposed,  viz.,  that  of  an  occupier  of  land 
who  ceases  to  use  the  land  in  any  way,  either  by  neglecting  to  till  or  graze  it, 
declaring  that  he  has  withdrawn  from  the  occupation,  but  still  retains  the 
house,  the  Commissioners  think  that  under  no  circumstances  does  the  mere 
declaration  of  an  applicant  for  relief  appear  to  the  Commissioners  to  be  a suffi- 
cient proof  that  such  applicant  has  ceased  to  occupy  more  land  than  a quarter 
oi  a statute  acre : he  should,  under  any  circumstances,  be  at  least  required  to 
prove  that  he  has  bond  fide  offered  to  surrender  such  land. 

^rc^'  In  reference  to  your  questien  whether  if  an  occupier  transfers  to  a third 
party  all  his  right,  title,  and  interest  in  the  land,  on  condition  of  being  allowed 
to  occupy  the  house,  such  transfer,  whether  legal  or  not,  is  a sufficient  cessation 
of  occupation  to  entitle  the  person  to  relief,  the  Commissioners  have  to  state 
that  they  cannot  give  an  answer  to  such  a general  question;  but  if  you  will 
state  any  particular  case  in  detail  to  the  Commissioners,  they  will  acquaint  you 
with  their  opinion  respecting  it. 

The  Commissioners  have  read- with  much  concern  your  statement  in  regard 
to  the  great  distress  in  Feakle,  but  at  the  same  time  they  feel  bound  to  state 
that  the  relief  which  the  relieving  officer  has  afforded  in  certain  extreme  cases, 
.without  entering  them  on  his  Application  and  Report  Book,  because  he  knew 
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that  they  were  disqualified,  is  at  variance  not  only  with  the  10th  section  of  the  Scariff  Union. 

Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  but  also  with  the  52nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  

Relief  Act,  which  prohibits  the  application  of  the  rates,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, in  any  manner  not  expressly  provided  for  by  law. 

In  fact,  any  expenditure  so  incurred  by  the  relieving  officer  is  liable  to  be 
disallowed  by  the  auditor,  and  is,  in  fact,  a breach  of  trust. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  19,  1848. 

I am  again  enabled  to  report  favourably  of  the  collection  of  the  poor- 
rate.  Since  last  Saturday,  the  12th  instant,  the  collectors  have  advised  me  of 
the  receipt  of  1077/.  5s.  OicZ. 

In  all  other  respects,  too,  we  are  getting  on  in  a satisfactory  manner.  In  a 
word,  the  Poor  Laws  are  now,  I trust  and  believe,  administered  within  the 
Scariff  Union  with  vigour  and  efficiency. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  26,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  statements 
contained  in  your  report. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  26,  1848. 

I have  nothing  of  material  importance  to  communicate  in  this  report ; 
I have  only  briefly  to  state  that  everything  is  working  well  here. 

The  collectors  have  advised  me  of  the  receipt  of  628/.  8s.  lid,  since  last 
Saturday  the  19th  instant.  A much  larger  amount  would  have  been  collected, 
had  it  not  been  for  several  of  the  collectors  having  to  attend  the  assizes  at 
Ennis. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  26,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  15th  instant,  respecting  new  valuation  of  this 
Union,  we  have  to  state  that  the  agreement  entered  into  with  Mr.  Sampson 
for  the  valuation  now  in  force  was,  that  he  should  be  paid  1/.  5s.  per  1000  acres, 
and  the  sum  he  was  paid  was  242/.  7s.  6 d.  We' are  of  opinion  that  for  an 
entirely  new  valuation  of  the  Union,  such  as  is  requisite-  to  ensure  a fair  and 
just  collection  of  poor  rates,  and  wherein  every  holding  should  be  carefully 
distinguished  and  applotted,  no  less  a sum  than  300/.  could  be  offered,  so  as 
to  give  the  valuator  a fair  remuneration  for  his  services.  If,  however,  such 
assistance  can  be  derived  from  Mr.  Griffith’s  Towmland  Valuation,  as  will  very 
materially  lessen  the  trouble  and  expense  of  a new  ‘ valuation,  a lesser  sum 
might  be  named. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  relative  to  the  means  of  providing 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Union  after  the  25th  March  next,  we  have  to  submit,  as 
you  desire,  the  following  estimate  of  the  probable  weekly  expenses  of  the 
Union  under  the  different  heads  you  require  : — 

£.  s.  d. 

1.  Relief  in  the  workhouse  to  1500  persons,  at 

Is.  8c/.  per  week 125  0 0 

Establishment  charges 50  0 0 


175  0 0 

2.  Relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  400  persons, 

entitled  under  1st  section  Irish  Relief  Ex- 
tension Act,  at  8c/.  . . . . . 133  6 8 

3.  Relief  to  able-bodied,  under  2nd  section,  1 1,000 

persons,  at  7d.  each  . 320  16  8 

629  3 4 
3 U 2 
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This  estimate  exceeds  the  rough  sketch  which  we  gave  in  our  report  of 
the  12th  instant,  but  since  then  a large  number  has  been  added  to  our 
relief  lists,  and  which  we  fear  even  the  stringent  test  of  labour  will  not  much 
diminish. 

Every  week  we  hear  of  new  instances  of  those  who  hold  land,  either  volun- 
tarily or  by  ejectment,  giving  up  their  holdings,  and  making  application  for 
relief.  There  is  no  doubt  in  many  instances  a reluctance  to  work,  and  many 
devices  are  used  to  endeavour  to  avoid  it ; but  we  are  satisfied  that  real  destitu- 
tion exists  to  a sufficient  degree  to  keep  our  relief  lists  well  filled  for  some 
months.  We  are  in  hopes  that  as  the  year  advances,  and  some  demand  arises 
for  field  labour,  we  may  be  relieved  of  a portion  of  the  destitute,  but  we  very 
much  fear  that  a large  number  will  remain  unemployed  during  the  summer. 

We  have  put  down  the  in-door  paupers  in  our  estimate  as  1500,  although 
the  present  number  is  about  1950.  Our  reason  is,  that  we  foresee  the  imme- 
diate necessity  of  discharging  some  hundreds,  in  order  to  guard  against  the  bad 
effects  which  might  arise  from  over-crowding,  now  that  the  weather  has 
become  milder. 

The  labour  test  is  now  being  applied  in  all  the  electoral  divisions,  and  we 
hope  with  good  effect,  so  far  as  it  goes ; but  we  have  only  this  morning  received 
the  orders  from  the  Board  of  Works  for  the  implements  we  last  applied  for. 
This  has  prevented  our  commencing  the  system  of  taskwork,  which  will  afford 
a more  effectual  check  to  imposition. 

The  collection  this  week  has  made  but  slow  progress,  which  is  partly  owing 
to  the  assizes  for  the  county  now  going  on  at  Ennis,  and  which  takes  a number 
of  the  larger  ratepayers  from  their  homes  to  attend  as  jurors. 

We  have  been  obliged  to  put  a resolution  on  our  minutes,  requiring  the 
punctual  attendance  of  the  collectors  every  Tuesday,  on  pain  of  being  fined  1/. 
for  absence. 

We  shall  endeavour  to  urge  the  collectors  next  week  to  make  better  pro- 
gress, and  to  take  proceedings  in  all  cases  where  they  experience  delay  in  pay- 
ment. A good  deal  of  difficulty  exists  in  ascertaining  the  names  of  immediate 
lessors. 

The  following  is  the  state  of  the  collection  to  this  date,  as  far  as  we  have 
information : — 


This  Week. 

Total  Received. 

Remains 

Uncollected. 

Tulla  .... 

£.  s.  d. 

£•  s.  d. 

210  0 0 

1,969  15  0 

1,821  14  5i 

Feakle  .... 

1,095  19  8 

1,537  19  11 

Killaloe 

157  3 4 

1,371  8 3£ 

1,406  14  5J 

Ogunnella  . . 

27  16  8 

441  2 24 

697  10  10£ 

Killuran  . . 

20  14  2 

632  1 7 

Kilnoe  .... 

142  15  3 

962  1 1 

817  17  6* 

ScarifF  .... 
Woodford  . . .1 

60  4 S 

849  4 0 

1,447  4 7 

Olonrush  . . .1 

Monntshannon  .j 

55  0 0 

981  11  1 

951  16  0 

673  14  1 

8,303  2 11  1 

9,050  9 7i 

We  have  to  report  that  the  different  houses  occupied  by  the  paupers  are  by 
degrees  being  brought  into  a more  satisfactory  state  of  order  and  cleanliness 
and  the  greater  part  are  now  provided  with  clothing,  and  the  whole  with  suffi- 
cient bedding. 


We  have  been  fitting  up  Hogan’s  Louse  for  the  sick,  and  have  made  room 
for  additional  beds.  This  house  we  intend  to  appropriate  to  sick  females. 
The  house  last  taken  from  Molony,  we  are  about  preparing  for  sick  male 
paupers. 


Replv  to  the  foregoing March.  4,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  which  contains  an  estimate  of  the 
expenses  of  the  Union,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have 
apphed  to  the  British  Association  for  320 1 to  defray  the  expenses  of  out-door 
relief  to  the  destitute  able-bodied  of  the  Union  during  the  present  week,  and 
they  will  make  a similar  application  during  the  next  three  weeks. 
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At  the  end  of  that  time,  the  Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  have  dis- 
charged all  the  debts  of  the  Union,  and  that  you  will  thus  be  in  excellent  credit, 
and  will  not  need  any  further  assistance  from  the  Commissioners. 

The  Commissioners  rely  on  your  not  relaxing  your  exertions  in  the  collection 
of  the  rates. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  4,  1848. 

Nothing  has  transpired  here  during  the  past  week  worthy  of  remark. 
Fever  is  unfortunately  somewhat  on  the  increase.  In  other  respects  every  thin* 
relating  to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  is  in  a satisfactory  state.  ° 
The  collectors  of  poor  rates  have  advised  me  of  the  receipt  of  704/.  5s.  4k/., 
during  the  week  ending  this  day. 

£ s.  d. 

P.S. — Amount  of  current  rate  . . . 17,35  123  5f 

Amount  collected  . . £9108 

Amount  uncollected  . . 8245 

17,353  0 0 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  4,  1848. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters,  dated  February 
25,  1848,  and  March  2,  1848.  y 

W e shall  endeavour  to  interpret  the  meaning  of  “ occupancy  of  land  ” accord- 
ing to  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  in  accordance  with  your  views,  as  far  as  in  our 
power  to  do  so,  although  we  must  acknowledge  it  still  remains  sufficiently 
obscure,  and  is  a subject  worthy  of  the  revision  of  the  legislature. 

Any  special  cases  of  difficulty  that  may  arise  we  shall  report. 

The  cases  which  were  reported  by  the  relieving  officer  at  Fealde  as  having 
been  relieved  without  being  entered  on  his  book,  shall  be  more  particularly 
inquired  into  and  reported  on.  Your  observations  on  the  subject  were  read 
to  all  the  relieving  officers,  and  they  received  specific  instructions  not  to  give 
relief  in  such  cases. 

Our  out-door  relief  lists  continue  to  increase  from  new  applications,  owing  to 
the  exhaustion  of  the  little  means  of  support  possessed  up  to  this  time  by  many 
poor  families  who  have  now  no  further  means  to  look  to  until  the  summer 
advances. 


The  number  in  the  different  houses  is  kept  up  by  new  admissions  as  fast  as 
we  can  discharge  those  whom  we  can  relieve  outside  with  more  economy. 

The  collection  proceeds  gradually,  but  more  difficulty  is  to  be  expected  in 
the  collection  of  the  latter  part  of  the  rate  than  the  first,  as  those  who  had 
means  at  hand,  were  of  course  the  first  to  pay.  There  is  now  much  delay 
incurred  and  time  occupied  in  attending  sessions  and  prosecuting  summonses. 
The  imperfection  of  the  valuation  also  renders  the  difficulty  of  levying  the 
rate  very  great  in  many  cases. 

The  collectors  all  attended  on  Tuesday,  and  had  their  accounts  examined  by 
the  clerk. 


ds  week’s  collection  is 

as  follows : 

— 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Tulla  . 

191 

1 

3 

Feakle  . 

48 

0 

0 

Killaloe,  &c.  . 

250 

16 

2 

Killuran 

36 

0 

0 

Kilnoe  . 

91 

3 

7 

Scariff  . 

85 

8 

3 

702 

9 

3 

Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  '.-—March  8,  1848. 

Referring  to  your  circular  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  I beg  leave  in  the 
strongest  manner  to  express  my  belief  that  the  most  fearful  as  well  as  direful 
consequences  would  result  from  a suspension  on  the  18th  instant  of  out-door 


Scariff  Union. 
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relief  to  able-bodied  men.  In  short,  the  burden  of  supporting  almost  the  whole 
of  the  labouring  population  is  now  thrown  on  the  poor  rates ; for  the  farmers 
and  their  families  are  themselves  performing  all  their  own  labour,  and  the 
little  employment  given  by  the  eight  resident  proprietors,  is  scarcely  felt  as  a 
relief  to  the  mass  of  poverty  existing  within  the  Scariff  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  11,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  the  Commissioners 
whether  the  state  of  the  Union  is  such  that  the  provisions  of  the  accompanying- 
order  to  Listowel  Union  could  be  carried  into  effect. 

It  will  be  observed  that  under  that  order,  single  men,  and  men  with  only  two 
children,  would  be  thrown  on  their  own  resources. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  11,  1848. 


We  have  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  several  letters  this  week. 

We  have  replied  at  length  in  a separate  letter  of  this  date  to  Mr.  Reade’s 
complaints. 

We  have  received  from  Captain  Hart  the  order  on  the  depot  at  Limerick  for 
320/.  of  provisions,  which  we  intend  to  present  on  Monday,  and  have  the 
pi  o visions  forwarded  at^once  to  Killaloe.  It  will,  we  fear,  be  necessary  for  us 
to  hire  a store  for  a depot,  and  to  appoint  a person  in  charge  to  attend  to  the  . 
delivery  of  the  provisions  as  required.  An  aid  in  money  would  have  been 
much  more  useful  and  economical,  as  it  would  enable  us  to  dispense  with  the 
staff  and  machinery  necessary  for  the  distribution.  These  expenses  arc  now 
borne  and  the  trouble  undertaken  by  the  contractor  in  each  district  where 
Indian  meal  is  distributed.  Until  we  know  what  sort  of  provisions  we  shall 
receive  we  cannot  make  arrangements  for  using  it.  We  observe  that  you 
intend  to  apply  for  a similar  aid  for  the  next  three  weeks,  and  that  you 
expect  at  the  end  of  that  time  we  shall  have  discharged  all  the  debts  of  the 
Union,  and  be  in  such  excellent  credit  as  not  to  need  any  further  assistance 
from  you. 


b.es  respectfully  to  reply  that  we  consider  such  an  amount  of  aid  will  be 
wholly  madequate  to  the  wants  of  the  destitute  poor,  and  that  if  we  arc  to 
expect  no  more  it  will  be  necessary  immediately  to  take  measures  to  levy  a new 
rate,  without  even  waiting  for  a new  valuation— a measure  which  we  fear 
would  be  fraught  with  disastrous  results  in  the  present  impoverished  state  of 
the  Union.  Much  of  the  present  collection  was  promptly  and  cheerfully  paid 
under  the  impression  that  no  new  rate  would  be  levied  until  next  harvest  if  the 
present  were  readily  collected.  Hopes  were  encouraged  that  Government 
^^oe  wonla  be  lent  during  the  summer  to  a sufficient  extent  to  prevent 
the  necessity  of  striking  a new  rate  until  the  valuation  was  revised  and  a new 
hai  vest  ready  to  he  gathered  Whatever  is  to  he  done,  we  have  here  to  express 
t^woce!d* at  u t'lme  ™ay  be  “ S'™1®  us  the  necessary  instructions  how 
appointed!  b a new  valuatlon-  A valuator  ought  to  be  immediately 

in  our  exertions  to  press  forward  the  collection  of  the 
present  rate,  hut  we  have  now  arrived  at  the  difficult  part  where  legal 
must  be  resorted  to  j many  districts  occupied  by  tenants  without  crops  or”S 
of  any  kind,  with  nothing  to  be  seized  on  but  their  last  blanket  • immediate 

w fOTthe  who's  “wl 

must  wait  until  the  3rd  April  before  serving  the  month’s  notice  on  the 
occupier,  and  when  that  month  is  expired  we  shall  have  nothkmto  look  to 
but  uncultivated  and  unstacked  farms  Wo  fool  i ° 10  100K 10 
placed  in  a very  difficult  position, 

we  fear  the  consequences  will  be  lamentable.  As  to  ou /credit  being 
we  adm.t  that  it  is  so  at  present,  but  if  We  should  begin  to  fdl  fo 
ment  of  our  engagements  our  acquired  credit  would  not  last  loniT  We  have 

iU5tl“rand°beZePwTiSi0U,  &r  the  -xt  “Lnths  frl 

zotn  instant  and  before  we  conclude  them  we  must  be  able  to  state  to  the 

contractors  what  are  our  proposals  and  intentions  as  to  payment  The  tenders 
we  shall  receive  will  be  no  doubt  made  on  the  faith  of  ^contractors "tag 
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tTLdaCSeivesWemUSt  eXplahl  the“  ourP°sition  be&™  ™ask  them 

We  have  not  yet  paid  for  all  the  clothing  we  have  been  obliged  to  procure 
and  yet  our  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  are  entirely  exhausted  this 

SOW)!  Sfl  due  haVG  °Dly  Paid  ab°Ut  30°0/'  °f  the  °ld  debtS'  leavh]g  nearly 
The  collection  this  week  is  as  follows : — 


This  Week. 

Total  Collected. 

Uncollected. 

£ 

d. 

£.  * 

d. 

£. 

Tulla  .... 

1S5 

4 

11 

2,346  1 

2 

1,445 

8 

3i 

Feakle  .... 

1,143  19 

8 

1,489 

19 

11 

Killaloe 

69 

7 

n 

1,691  11 

7 

1,086 

11 

Ogunnella  . 

45 

16 

486  IS 

11 

651 

Killuran  . 

24 

0 

0 

692  1 

7 

309 

11 

qi 

Kilnoe  .... 

91 

5 

4 

1,144  10 

0 

635 

7+ 

Scariff  .... 

73 

0 

0 

1,007  12 

3 

1,288 

16 

Woodford  . . 

1 

250  3 

2 

233 

Clonrusli  . . .1 

35 

16 

0 \ 

502  3 

11 

Mountshannon 

1 

265  0 

0 

330 

18 

8f 

524 

10 

1 

9,530  2 

3 

7,823 

10 

2i 

We  have  to  state,  in  explanation,  that  although  a large  sum  appears  to  our 
credit  on  the  4th  March  at  our  treasurer’s,  it  is  occasioned  by  a number  of 
checks  not  having  been  presented  at  that  date,  although  previously  drawn, 
and  at  this  moment  the  total  amount  of  .the  checks  we  have  issued  exceeds 
by  more  than  100?.  the  actual  sums  lodged  with  the  treasurer  to  the  last 
advice. 

We  have  to  call  your  attention  earnestly  to  the  fact  that  if  we  would  save 
the  people  from  starvation  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  extend  the  order 
for  out-door  relief  generally  to  all  classes  for  two  months  longer.  The  order 
for  out-relief  of  widows  with  one  child  and  for  orphans,  will  expire  on  the 
18th  instant,  and  should  be  immediately  renewed,  as  well  as  the  order  for  out- 
relief  to  the  able-bodied.  We  are  most  anxious  to  make  arrangements  to 
slTPly  the  food  to  this  class  in  a cooked  state,  and  also  to  enforce  a more 
efficient  system  of  labour,  blit  the  immediate  pressure  on  us  has  been  so  great, 
withm  the  workhouses  and  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Scariff,  that  we 
have  not  had  time  to  establish  such  an  organization  as  we  should  wish.  We 
are  not  perfectly  satisfied  with  all  our  relieving  officers,  some  of  whom  are 
very  unsatisfactory  in  their  accounts  ; but  we  see  at  present  so  much  difficulty 
m removing  them,  and  substituting  others  who  might  be  strangers  to  the 
system  and  to  the  population,  that  we  think  it  better  to  endure  the  present 
evil  than  incur  the  chance  of  a greater. 

We  have  received  a letter  from  Mr.  Kerin  with  a statement  of  his  claims, 
which  are  as  follow : — 


Tor  William  Dean,  five  checks,  amount  . 

£. 

s. 

d. 

. 72 

6 

4 

Interest  . 

1 

18 

7 

Costs 

. 13 

4 

0 

87 

8 

11 

For  Andrew  Vance,  one  check,  amount 

. 32 

6 

10 

Interest  . 

. 0 

19 

4i 

Costs 

. 18 

13 

2i 

51 

19 

5 

In  reply  we  have  written  to  Mr.  Kerin  that  if  he  would  send  or  present  to 
us  the  above  checks  we  would  replace  them  by  checks  on  the  treasurer  for  a 
■similar  amount,  but  that  we  declined  paying  costs  or  interest.  Mr.  Kerim  states 
.that  the  costs  were  taxed  in  the  presence  of  the  solicitor  then  concerned  for  the 
.Guardians,  that  his  proceedings  were  by  “a  common-law  subpoena  suit  by 


Scariff  Onion. 
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“ capias,”  and  that  the  solicitor  gave  him  pleas  of  confession  in  both  cases.  We 
replied  that  we  did  not  believe  the  Union  was  legally  liable  for  such  charges, 
but  if  they  were  recoverable  by  law  it  should  be  against  those  who  signed  the 
checks,  knowing  there  were  no  funds  to  meet  them,  or  against  those  who  au- 
thorized a solicitor  to  enter  a plea  of  confession. 

Your  circular,  of  25th  February,  1848,  was  received,  relative  to  preparing 
and  posting  lists  of  persons  receiving  relief,  and  preparat  ions  are  making  to 
comply  with  it. 

A case  is  reported  in  our  minutes  of  8th  instant,  of  a woman  having  been 
found  dead  outside  the  door  of  the  workhouse,  and  it  is  mentioned  that  a 
suspicion  arose  that  she  was  brought  there  in  order  to  secure  her  being  buried 
with  a coffin.  We  are  ^informed,  by  good  authority,  that  in  many  cases  of 
deaths  occurring  to  destitute  persons  on  out-door  relief,  the  bodies  are  buried 
privately  by  night,  for  the  double  purpose  of  concealing  the  want  of  a coffin 
and  of  avoiding  the  knowledge  of  the  relieving  officer,  in  the  hope  of  the  relief 
being  still  continued  for  the  deceased  person. 

The  number  of  cases  of  illness  in  the  workhouses  has  been  very  much 
increased  during  the  last  fortnight,  and  all  the  sick  wards  are  full.  We  are 
happy  to  state,  however,  that  the  mortality  is  not  considerable,  as  the  diseases 
are  not  generally  of  a malignant  nature,  being  chiefly  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  and 
a mild  form  of  -fever.  We  have,  in  consequence,  been  obliged  to  introduce  a 
considerable  portion  of  rice  into  the  dietary.  The  number  of  sick  and  conva- 
lescent this  day  is  about  300.  The  deaths  during  the  week  amount  to  25. 

The  number  in  the  workhouses  this  day : — 


Union  workhouse 

Tomgranny  . 

Kirby’s 

Clune’s 

Hogan’s 

Molony’s 

Moynoe 


869  chiefly  females. 

235  men. 

253  boys. 

152  women. 

70  sick  women  and  girls. 

71  sick  men  and  boys. 
350  girls. 

2000 


We  are  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  Mr.  Shaw,  the  master  of  Moynoe  work- 
house,  is  very  seriously  ill  with  fever. 

Since  the  foregoing  report  was  written,  we  called  on  R.  Routh,  Esq.,  Assistant 
Commissary-General  in  Limerick,  for  the  provisions  mentioned  in  the  order  of 
the  British  Association.  Mr.  Routh  informed  us  that  there  are  no  provisions  in 
the  depot  in  Limerick,  but  he  assigned  the  order  to  the  clerk  commanding  Her 
Majesty’s  ship  “ Madagascar,”  lying  as  a store-ship  at  Tarbert,  45  miles  below 
Limerick.  We  have  endorsed  the  order  to  the  City  of  Dublin  Steam  Packet 
Company,  who  will  send  a boat  alongside  the  “ Madagascar  ” to  receive  the 
provisions,  and  who  will  have  them  conveyed  by  water  to  within  about  one 
mile  of  the  ScarifF  workhouse,  and  for  which  they  will  charge  us  85.  4 d.  per 
ton.  The  quantity  we  have  agreed  to  take  is : — 


30  tons  of  Indian  meal,  at  8/.  85.  per  ton  . £252  0 

tons  of  rye-meal,  at  11.  . . . . 17  10 

li  ton  barley  meal,  at  71.  10s.  . . . 115 

3 tons  of  biscuit,  at  13/.  • ...  39  0 


319  15 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  16,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  as  to  the  supposed  insufficiency  of 
the  aid  obtained  by  the  Commissioners  from  the  British  Association,  the  Com- 
missioners regret  to  state  that  they  have  no  reason  to  expect  that  the  amount 
can  be  increased.  The  funds  of  the  British  Association  are  limited,  and  when 
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compared  with  the  numerous  and  pressing  claims  upon  them,  are  small  in 
amount;  and  it  is  therefore  absolutely  necessary  that  the  utmost  vigilance  and 
caution  should  be  used  m their  distribution,  so  that  by  judiciously  husbanding 
the  resources  of  the  Association  they  may  be  made  as  extensively  available  as 
possible  throughout  the  distressed  districts  of  Ireland.  In  carrying  out  this 
view  it  is  necessary  to  consider  not  only  the  state  of  Scariff  Union,  but  also  the 
state  of  other  distressed  Unions  in  Ireland,  in  many  of  which  the  distress  is 
greater,  and  the  means  of  alleviating  it  more  limited  than  at  Scariff. 
o T1?t  9°.mmi.ssi°ners  are  aware  that  the  comparatively  superior  position  of 
Scariff  Union  is  to  a great  extent  owing  to  your  exertions  in  conjunction  with 
Captain  Hart ; they  entertain  a high  sense  of  those  exertions,  and  they  confi- 
. y t1rus*:  thaf.  7°u  be  enabled  by  a continuation  of  them  to  carry  on 
efficiently  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  without  further  external  aid  than  has 
already  been  awarded. 

The  rate  now  in  course  of  collection  was,  the  Commissioners  believe,  esti- 
mated by  you  to  last  till  the  25th  March,  and,  judging  from  the  statements  in 
your  report,  the  Commissioners  hope  that  it  may  be  found  sufficient  for  some 
weeks  beyond  that  period,  as  it  appears  that  there  is  still  nearly  8000?.  uncol- 
lected,  and  the  debts  of  the  Union,  including  the  amount  due  for  clothing 
cannot,  the  Commissioners  presume,  much  exceed  3000/.,  so  that  after  making 
allowance  for  irrecoverable  arrears  there  should  still  he  a considerable  surplus 
available.  The  advances  from  th%  British  Association,  which  will  amount  in 
the  Whole  to  1280/.,  will  of  course  increase  the  amount,  and  enable  you  to  cal- 
culate that  your  available  resources  will  extend  to  a still  further  period;  and 
the  Commissioners  cannot  but  think  that,  after  paying  off  so  large  an  accumu- 
lation of  debt  as  you  have  done,  you  may  reasonably  ask  from  the  treasurer  of 
the  Union,  and  from  the  contractors,  such  an  extension  of  credit  as  will  enable 
you  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  the  Union  without  making  an  additional  rate 
during  the  lew  months  that  must  elapse  before  the  new  valuation  (for  the 
immediate  commencement  of  which  the  Commissioners  are  now  in  treaty  with 
a competent  person)  is  completed.  J 

The  Commissioners  will,  in  compliance  with  your  wishes,  request  that  the 
two  advances  which  are  yet  to  be  made  by  the  British  Association  may  be  in 
money,  and  not  in  food. 

The  Commissioners  are  in  correspondence  with  Captain  Hart  on  the  subject 
of  the  renewal  of  the  out-door  relief  order,  and  they  will  take  care  that  the 
present  order  (which  will  continue  in  force  until  the  24th  instant)  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  expire  without  a new  order  being  issued,  or  some  further  directions 
given  in  the  matter.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  necessary  to  renew  the  order  of 
the  18th  January,  which  authorizes  outdoor  relief  to  certain  classes  oi  persons 
not  comprised  within  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  inasmuch 
as  you  have  full  authority  under  the  order  of  the  24th  January  to  relieve  all 
classes  of  destitute  persons,  including  those  named  in  the  order  of  the  18th 
instant 

The  Commissioners  will,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  endeavour  to 
obtain  for  you  instructions  as  to  the  best  manner  of  baking  rye  and  barlev 
meal.  ° 1 1 


Scariff  Union. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  12,  1848. 

’ ^ ?AVE  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yes- 
terday s date,  enclosing  a copy  of  an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief)  under 
certain  limitations,  to  the  poor  of  Listowel  Union. 

In  reply  thereto,  I beg  leave  to  represent  that,  as  almost  the  entire  of  the 
labouring  population  of  Scariff  Union  are  reduced  to  the  deepest  state  of  desti- 
tution, it  would  not  be  safe  to  place  any  restriction  whatever  in  the  grant  of 
out-door  relief  to  all  classes. 

At  present  there  is  scarcely  any  employment  for  the  labouring  poor,  and 
from  the  prospects  before  us  I have  but.  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  the  period 
intervening  between  this  and  next  harvest  will  he  one  of  severe  trial ; hut,  that 
point  once  weathered,  I>trust  that  afterwards  all  may  go  on  well. 


3 X 
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Scariff  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March,  15,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  the  Commissioners 
•whether  in  your  opinion  there  may  safely  be  a suspension  or  modification  of 
the  order  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  on  the 
1st  April  next. 


Captain  PI  art  to  the  Commissioners  March  12,  1848. 

I regret  that  I cannot  report  any  diminution,  or  even  present  prospect 
of  a diminution  of  the  destitution  existing  within  this  Union.  The  labour  test 
is  duly  applied  to  those  on  the  out-door  relief  lists,  and  I am  certain  that  every 
able-bodied  person  will  escape  to  independent  labour  whenever  and  wherever 
it  offers. 

During  the  past  week  the  collectors  have  advised  me  of  the  receipt  of  but 
490/.  6s.  9 \d. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  16,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday’s 
date,  in  which  I am  requested  to  inform  the  Commissioners  whether  in  my  opinion 
there  may  safely  be  a suspension  or  modification  of  the  order  authorizing  out-door 
relief,  under  the  2nd  seetion  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  on  the  1st 
of  April  next. 

In  reply  thereto  I beg  leave  to  state  my  conviction  that,  as  there  is  no  prospect 
of  any  employment  (except  to  a very  limited  extent)  for  the  labouring  population 
before  next  harvest,  it  would  consequently  not  be  possible  to  discontinue  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied  at  so  early  a period. 

The  Commissioners  are  aware  that  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  is  rigidly 
refused  to  those . residing  in  the  only  electoral  division  out  of  the  ten  (that  of 
Mountshannon)  in  which  employment  may  be  obtained  ; and  I propose  to  dis- 
continue it  in  one  or  more  of  the  least  populous  electoral  .divisions  immediately  the 
new  wing  buildings  are  completed.  These  will  accommodate  from  30  ) to  400 
persons  ; and  we  have  now  about  2,000  under  roof. 

Unfortunately,  fever,  dysentery,  and  diarrhoea  prevail  to  a considerable  extent 
throughout  the  Union,  as  well  as  in  the  workhouses,  and  it  would  not,  therefore, 
be  desirable  to  make  any  increase  in  our  present  number  of  in-door  paupers.  We 
are  also  much  in  want  of  an  additional  medical  officer,  as  a permanent  arrange- 
ment; and  I have  requested  the  Vice-Guardians  to  bring  the  matter  at  once 
under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners.  I would  suggest  that  Moynoe  workhouse 
and  the  houses  in  Scariff  be  placed  under  the  separate  charge  of  another  medical 
man ; and  that  Doctor  Egan  confine  his  attendance  to  the  Scariff  workhouse  and 
Tomgraney ; which  is  quite  enough  for  one  man  to  efficiently  attend  to. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  20,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  instructions  for 
the  continuation  of  the  order  for  another  month. 

With  regard  to  your  remarks  respecting  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
medical  officer,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  give  the  subject  their 
consideration. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  18,  1848. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  15th  instant.  We 
have  received  from  Captain  Hart  a second  order  from  the  British  Association  for 
food  to  the  value  of  320/. 

In  our  last  report  we  stated  the  quantity  we  applied  for,  and  we  have  since 
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received  the  official  return  of  the  quantity  delivered  to  our  order,  and  which  is  Scariff  Union, 
now  in  a boat  on  the  way  to  Scariff,  viz. : — 


£. 

s. 

d. 

60,200  lbs.  Indian  corn  meal,  at  8?.  8s.  per  ton 

. 225 

15 

0 

3,360  lbs.  barley  meal,  at  11.  10s.  per  ton 

11 

15 

0 

5,600  lbs.  rye  meal,  at  71.  per  ton 

17 

10 

0 

6,720  lbs.  biscuit,  at  13?.  per  ton 

39 

0 

0 

294 

0 

0 

247  sacks,  at  Is.  1 Id.  each  .... 

23 

13 

5 

60  bags,  at  Is.  each  ... 

3 

0 

0 

320  13  5 

By  this  you  will  perceive  we  have  only  received  29  U.  in  food,  and  have  to 
allow  26?.  13s.  5d.  for  sacks  and  bags,  which  are  of  no  use  to  us.  We  hope  we 
shall  be  allowed  for  them  when  returned. 

We  shall  endeavour  to  distribute  this  food  to  the  best  advantage  among  the 
really  destitute,  but  at  the  same  time  must  acknowledge  that  in  the  present  state  of 
our  Union,  the  amount  of  this  aid  bears  a very  small  proportion  to  our  wants. 
We  are  aware  that  the  demands  on  the  funds  of  the  British  Association  are  very 
great,  and  that  there  are  worse  cases  of  distress  to  be  met  in  other  Unions  with  less 
resources.  < 

We  must  therefore  express  our  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  ratepayers,  and  of  the 
recipients  of  this  bounty,  for  the  aid  thus  afforded  them  by  the  benevolence  of  the 
members  of  the  British  Association. 

In  order  to  obtain  a clear  sight  of  our  position  we  have  examined  the  state  of 
the  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditure  since  28th  October  last,  the  date  of  our 
appointment,  when  the  debts  of  the  Union  were  about  6000?.,  and  nothing  to  meet 
them  or  to  provide  for  immediate  necessities.  We  here  submit  a statement  which 
will  of  course  be  revised  and  corrected  to  25th  March : — 


£. 

s. 

d. 

Amount  received  as  loan  from  Commissioners 

200 

0 

0 

Ditto  ditto 

ditto 

110 

0 

0 

Amount  received  as  loan  from  British  Association 

200 

0 

0 

Amount  of  collection  to  this  date 

10,159 

15 

1 

Amount  of  debts  due  by  Vice-Guardians 

1,687 

17 

4 

f 

12,357 

12 

5 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Paid  old  debts,  amount 

3,043 

1 

1 

Paid  for  out  relief 

3,849 

1 

4 

„ . provisions 

2,041 

10 

0 

„ clothing  account  . 

1,735 

17 

5 

„ medicines  . 

45 

9^ 

9 

„ coffins 

31 

19 

2 

„ fuel  .... 

102 

15 

0 

„ books,  stationery,  &c.  . 

82 

2 

5 

„ building,  repairs,  &c. 

378 

8 

8 

„ salaries 

201 

15 

0 

„ miscellaneous 

392 

5 

3 

„ fever  hospital 

453 

7 

4 

12,857 

~nr 

5 

The  rate  uncollected  is 

7,193 

17 

4 

Old  debts  still  due,  about  . 

3,000 

0 

0 

Debts  due  by  the  Vice-Guardians 

1,687 

17 

4 

Poundage  on  rate 

850 

0 

0 

Balance  ..... 

1,656 

0 

0 

7,193 

TT 

4 

3 X 2 
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Scariff  Union.  £ s d 

Of  the  above  debts  due  by  the  Vice-Guardians, 

there  are  for  out-relief 530  0 0 

Provisions  for  workhouse 200  0 0 

Clothing  &c.,  583  0 0 

Miscellaneous 92  0 0 

Due  to  treasurer  . . . . . 282  17  4 


1,687  17  4 

Collection  this  week  is  as  follows : — 


Total  Received. 

Uncollected. 

Tulla 

Feakle  .... 
Killaloe  .... 
Ogunnella 

Killuran  .... 
Kilnoe  .... 
Scariff  .... 
Woodford 

Clonrush  .... 
Mountshannon  . . 

Total  . . . 

£.  s.  d. 
152  0 0 
19  0 0 
116  13  61 
9 6 5| 
37  0 0 
122  6 9 
60  6 1 
105  12  4 

7*  7*10* 

£.  s.  d. 
2,498  1 2 
1,162  19  8 
1,808  5 1J 
496  5 4| 
729  1 7 
1,266  16  9 
1,067  18  4 
355  15  3i 
502  3 11 
272  7 10J 

£.  s.  d. 
1,293  8 3i 
1,470  19  11 
969  17  6* 
642  7 Si- 
272  11  9i 
513  1 lol 
1,228  10  3 
128  1 7 
351  7 6| 
323  10  10 

629  12  10 

10,159  15  1 

7,193  17  4£ 

In  Feakle  the  difficulty  of  collection  is  very  great,  much  of  the  land  being 
deserted,  and  no  stock  to  be  found  or  any  property  to  take  possession  of  In 
Ogunnella  and  Clonrush  it  is  much  the  same.  In  many  cases  where  immediate 
lessors  are  rated,  we  must  wait  until  the  occupiers  can  be  proceeded  against  as  the 
immediate  lessors  cannot  be  found.  b 

Mr.  Grotty,  the  collector  for  Kilnoe,  is  decidedly  the  best  and  most  active 
collector  we  have,  and  has  nearly  brought  his  collection  to  a close.  Mr.  Taylor 
the  collector  for  Scariff  is  also  a good  and  active  collector,  but  unfortunately  he 
caught  a heavy  cold  by  being  exposed  to  incessant  rain  in  performing  his  duties 
the  week  before  last  and  has  been  this  week  confined  to  his  bed.  Mr.  Scanlan’ 
the  collector  for  Klllaioe,  has  not  given  entire  satisfaction,  and  is  not  we  think 
proceeding  as  actively  as  he  might.  He  states  that  he  cannot  get  on  at  all  h, 
Ogunnella  in  consequence  of  the  poverty  of  the  people.  Mr.  Molony,  the  collec- 
tor for  the  Connaught  d.strich  has  been  evidently  neglecting  his  duties  for  the 
last  two  weeks,  and  is  very  unsatisfactory  in  his  reports  S “ 

We  are  now  experiencing  the  difficult  part  of  the  collection,  and  cannot  exnect 
it  to  proceed  as  quickly  or  as  satisfactorily  as  hitherto  We  had  all  flT?  1?  . 
before  ns  on  Tuesday,  and  impressed  on  tin,  the  n^essly  ^ 

ceedmgs  at  once  against  all  defaulters.  1 g s 1 p 

con^r^tS 

iTJurtir.  to«rUe  °bto  * 

^cation  S‘‘  ^ **  ™ d°*-y  SltreKct 

for  three  months  iron,  the  time  our  print  reSrcl  „ S ^ *'“5  ,??Ion 
receive  no  other  aid  than  what  you  have  intimated.  and  if  we 

for  out-door  reliefto^U  ckTseTafthe  dffla&'S’Skf  refc™S  4l?e  order 
doubt  continue  to  exist  during-  the  summer  exists  and  will  we  have  no 

arise,  of  which  there  seem  but  little  prospect  at  nreSenf6  ‘tT0?  emPloy.ment 
and  farmers  appear  to  be  blind  to  thefr  own  interest  Tn  iuJ ^'e,1.anded  F°P™t°rs 
to  employ  the  paupers  in  their  respective  districts  ^ n some,exertlon 
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neglect  By  consenting  to  a county  rate  for  the  repairs  of  roads,  they  might 
lessen  the  amount  of  poor  rates  and  receive  some  value,  whereas  they  are  now 
receiving  none. 

The  necessity  for  continued  out-door  relief  to  all  classes  is  the  more  urgent, 
as  the  sickness  within  the  workhouse  has  very  much  increased,  and  the  deaths 
weekly  are  now  double  what  they  were  a month  ago.  In  consequence  of  the 
prevalence  and  extent  of  dysentery  and  diarrhoea,  we  found  it  expedient  to  dis- 
continue the  use  of  brown  bread,  and  to  substitute  white  bread  for  the  paupers 
generally.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  milk  at  this  season  we  have  determined  to 
give  a portion  of  coffee  to  mix  with  the  milk  as  a part  of  the  daily  dietary,  instead 
of  milk  alone.  . The  properties  of  the  coffee  will,  we  hope,  contribute  to  check 
the  prevalent  diseases. 

We  see  a strong  necessity  for  a resident  apothecary  and  an  additional  medical 
officer,  for  Dr.  Egan  is  quite  unable  to  perform  all  the  necessary  duties  unaided. 
He  had  an  assistant  for  a while  at  his  own  expense,  but  unfortunately  the  person 
he  employed  is  at  present  in  fever.  We  are  sorry  also  to  have  to  report  the 
continued  illness  of  Mr.  Shaw,  and  we  fear  there  is  but  small  chance  of  his 
recovery.  We  should  regret  him  as  a very  valuable  officer.  Our  assistant  master, 
Mr.  Farrell,  is  also  in  fever,  so  that  we  find  ourselves  at  much  inconvenience, 
and  many  irregularities  in  the  houses  are  the  consequence.  We  are  looking  for 
some  person  capable  of  taking  temporary  charge  of  Moynoe  house,  in  the  capacity 
of  master.  If  the  Commissioners  could  recommend  a person  suitable  for  the 
office,  in  case  of  need,  it  might  be  an  advantage,  as  our  meeting  such  a person  at 
once  is  very  uncertain. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  24,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  report  of  the  18th 
instant,  relative  to  the  Scariff  Union. 

The  Commissioners  rely  on  the  continuance  of  your  exertions  to  have  the  rates 
collected  as  closely  as  possible,  and  to  make  such  arrangements  with  the  con- 
tractors and  treasurer  of  the  Union  as  may  best  enable  you  to  carry  on  the  affairs 
of  the  Union  till  another  rate  can  be  made  available ; the  Commissioners  will  at 
once  apply  for  authority  to  guarantee  the  payment  of  interest  on  learning  that 
there  is  a probability  of  your  being  able  to  obtain  an  advance  from  the  treasurer, 
and  on  being  informed  of  the  amount  of  the  advance  contemplated,  and  the 
rate  of  interest  proposed,  which  the  Commissioners  think  should  not  exceed  5 per 
cent. 

With  regard  to  the  two  collectors  whom  you  refer  to  as  not  being  satisfactory,, 
the  Commissioners  wish  to  be  informed  whether  you  consider  it  desirable  that 
they  should  be  removed.  Probably,  however,  it  may  not  be  deemed  expedient,, 
so  near  the  close  of  the  collection,  to  delay  its  completion  by  a change  of 
collectors. 

_ The  Commissioners  have  already  given  directions  for  the  renewal  of  the  autho- 
rity  to  give  out-door  relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension 
Act ; they  trust,  however,  that  as  the  season  advances  the  numbers  requiring 
relief  under  that  section  will  be  reduced  and  the  rate  of  expenditure  on  this  head 
diminished,  and  that  in  this  way  the  difficulties  of  the  Union  may  be  in  some 
degree  lessened. 

The  Commissioners  much  regret  the  prevalence  of  sickness  in  the  Union,  and 
under  the  circumstances  they  will  readily  sanction  the  appointment  of  an  addi- 
tional medical  officer,  and  also  of  a resident  apothecary  ;•  though  under  ordinary 
circumstances  they  would  prefer  that  the  apothecary  should  not  reside  in  the  work- 
house. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  19,  1848. 

-u  m ^ very  deep  regret  that  I have  to  report  that  Mr.  Shaw,  the  master 
of  the  Moynce  workhouse,  died  at  five  o’clock  yesterday  morning,  after  an  illness 
of  rather  more  than  three  weeks’  duration.  This  case  at  first  assumed  that  of 
fever,  accompanied  with  cough  and  spitting  of  blood  ; but  within  the  last  few  days 
jaundice  supervened,  and  the  poor  fellow  had  not  sufficient  stamina  to  sustain  him 
through  severe  illness. 
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Unfortunately  the  assistant  master  of  the  Scariff  workhouse  is  at  present  laid  up 
with  fever,  as  is  also  the  porter  who  was  in  charge  of  Tomgraney,  and  other  of 
the  attendants.  The  long-continued  cold  and  damp  weather  has  doubtless  chiefly 
contributed  to  occasion  the  great  extent  of  sickness  now  existing  not  only  within 
our  establishment,  but  also  throughout  the  Union.  I trust,  however,  that  the 
change  of  diet  and  a little  fine  weather  will  have  a salutary  effect  upon  the  health 
of  the  paupers.  But  it  is  indispensable  that  an  additional  medical  officer  should 
be  appointed,  and  also  a resident  apothecary ; for,  with  scattered  establishments 
containing  2,000  inmates,  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  one  medical  man  to  duly 
attend  to  all  the  sick.  A young  man  whom  Dr.  Egan  engaged  as  an  assistant  is 
laid  up  with  fever. 

The  inhabitants  generally  of  this  Union  have  sustained  a most  severe  loss  in 
the  recent  death  of  three  medical  men.  Doctors  Purdon,  Twiss,  and  Frazer,  the 
two  latter  of  fever ; and  in  this  populous  but  very  poor  and  miserable  locality, 
there  is  but  one  medical  man  (Dr.  Egan)  resident  in  a circle  of  many  miles 
extent. 

The  collection  of  poor  rates  this  week  amounts  but  to  419Z. ; this  sum  would 
not  have  been  so  small  had  not  the  collector  for  Scariff  been  laid  up  with  fever. 

In  short,  there  is  so  much  sickness  here  that  the  clerk  was  obliged  to  go  to 
Limerick  yesterday  and  bring  back  an  assistant,  as  otherwise  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  keep  account  and  other  matters  square. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  23,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  regret  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  prevalence  of 
sickness  in  the  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  will  readily  sanction  the 
appointment  of  a second  medical  officer  as  suggested];  and  under  the  peculiar  cir-  • 
cumstances  of  the  Scariff  Union,  they  will  not  object  to  a resident  apothecary. 


Mr.  Fisher,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners: — March  25,  1848. 

We  have  not  ceased  in  our  exertions  to  endeavour  to  have  the  rate  collected 
as  quickly  as  possible,  and  use  every  opportunity  to  urge  the  collectors  to  take 
proceedings  against  defaulters.  The  imperfections  of  the  rate-books  make  it 
advisable  in  many  cases  to  endeavour  to  collect  the  rate  without  resort  to  the  law, 
as  the  identity  of  particular  holdings  would  in  many  instances  be  difficult  to  prove 
with  accuracy.  1 

We  are  sorry  to  have  to  report  a very  small  collection  this  week  : — « 


Tulla  . 

Feakle  . 
Killaloe 
Ogunnella 
Killuran 
Kilno  . 

Scariff  . 
Woodford 
Cion  rush 
Mount  Shannon 


- 

- 

Total  collected. 

Uncollected. 

£. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

34 

0 

0 

2,532  1 

2 

1,259  8 

3£ 

37 

0 

0 

1,199  19 

8 

1,433  19 

11 

78  19 

0 

1,887  4 

14 

890  18 

6i 

6 

0 

504  11 

44 

634  1 

84 

27 

0 

0 

756  1 

7 

245-  11 

94 

67 

3 

4 

1,334  0 

1 

445  18 

6f 

1,067  18 

4 

1,228  10 

3 

355  15 

34 

128  1 

7 

502  3 

11 

351  7 

6f 

272  7 104 

328  10 

10 

252 

8 

4 

10,412  3 

A 

6,941  9- 

°i 

, colIector  for  the  Scariff  electoral  division,  still  continues  confined  to 

bed  with  illness. 

We  think  it  would  be  well  to  commence  a new  valuation  at  once,  so  as  to  have 
atl  ready  for  making  a rate  on  the  1st  of  August, 

The  contracts  entered  into  have  appeared  on  our  minutes  of  23rd  instant.  It 
is  satisfactory  that  ive  were  able  to  agree  with  the  contractors  for  Indian  meal  ahd 
milt  not  to  require  payment  until  after  the  1st  August. 

We  wete  not  able  *-o  conclude  the  bread  contract  in  Gonsequenee  of  requiring 
hoe  months  credit,  and  have,  therefore,  adjourned  our  decision  until  next  Wednes- 
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day.  If  we  cannot  agree  for  a satisfactory  price  with  four  to  five  months’  credit 
for  bread,  we  propose  to  get  hot-hearths  at  once  erected  in  the  workhouse  for 
baking  Indian  meal  bread,  as  is  done  in  the  Limerick  workhouse. 

At  present  the  health  of  the  paupers  seems  to  require  the  use  of  white  bread. 

We  shall  have  a communication  with  the  treasurer  relative  to  an  advance  for 
the  use  of  the  Union,  not  to  exceed  5000/.,  on  security  of  the  rates. 

The  clerk  has  received  the  order  for  extending  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
for  one  month,  to  24th  April.  Every  exertion  shall  be  made  by  us  to  reduce  the 
out-relief  lists  where  it  can  be  done  without  danger  to  the  lives  of  the  recipients. 
Some  further  inspection  and  control  are  required  over  the  acts  of  the  relieving 
officers  and  the  superintendents  of  labour,  which  are  now  liable  to  much  abuse. 

_ We  regret  much  to  have  to  report  several  deaths  among  the  officers  of  the  Union 
since  last  week  : — 

Mr.  Shaw,  the  master  of  the  Moynoe  workhouse. 

Mr.  Farrell,  the  assistant  master  of  the  Scariff  workhouse. 

Mr.  Michael  Kenvick,  relieving  officer  of  the  Tulla  electoral  division. 

Mr.  Magrath,  the  medical  assistant  to  Dr.  Egan. 

The  first  three  were  most  useful,  active,  and  intelligent  officers,  and  are  a serious 
loss  to  the  establishment.  Mr.  Magrath  was  not  an  officer  of  the  Union,  but  was 
a young  man  of  promising  abilities,  and  would  apparently  have  been  a useful 
assistant  in  the  medical  department. 

We  shall  lose  no  time  in  seeking  for  a medical  officer  to  divide  the  duties  with 
Dr.  Egan,  and  for  an  apothecary  to  reside  on  the  premises,  and  shall  report  the 
result  of  our  inquiries.  It  is  most  essential  to  the  lives  of  the  paupers  that  no 
unnecessary  time  should  be  lost. 

In  affording  medical  relief  to  out-door  paupers,  we  wish  to  have  the  opinion  of 
the  Commissioners  as  to  the  best  mode  of  remunerating  the  medical  attendant; 
whether  it  should  be  by  yearly  salary,  or  by  so  much  for  each  case.  Where  there 
are  dispensary  districts,  an  arrangement  might  be  made  by  subscribing  a certain 
amount  to  the  dispensary  funds,  and  authorizing  the  relieving  officer  to  give  tickets 
to  the  sick  poor,  entitling  them  to  medicine  and  medical  attendance.  We  have  a 
proposal  for  such  an  arrangement  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Blaekton,  surgeon  to  the 
Woodford  Dispensary. 

PS. — I regret  to  have  to  add  to  this  report  that  mj  colleague,  Mr.  John  Christy, 
is  unable  to  sign  it  owing  to  severe  illness.  He  attended  as  usual  on  Tuesday  last, 
although  then  evidently  very  ill.  He  was  obliged  to  return  home  on  Thursday 
and  take  to  his  bed.  The  doctor  has  pronounced  him  to  be  in  fever,  and  I fear 
he  will  not  be  able  to  attend  to  his  duties  for  some  weeks.  I shall  be  quite  able  to 
fulfil  all  the  duties  with  the  kind  assistance  of  Captain  Hart. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  31,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  met  with  some  difficulty  and  delay  which  they 
did  not  anticipate  in  the  negotiation  which  they  entered  into  for  a new  valuation 
of  the  Union.  They  have  now,  however,  so  far  completed  an  arrangement  with  a 
gentleman  who  has  already  valued  several  Unions  for  the  poor-rate,  that  they  have 
no  doubt  that  the  work  will  be  immediately  commenced  ; and  although  they  do 
not  expect  that  the  entire  valuation  will  be  ready  by  the  1st  of  August,  they  have 
no  doubt  that  it  will  be  completed  in  many  of  the  electoral  divisions  either  before 
or  soon  after  that  date. 

The  Commissioners  will  he  glad  to  hear  the  result  of  your  application  to  the 
treasurer  for  a loan,  in  order  that  they  may  take  the  necessary  steps  to  obtain 
authority  to  guarantee  the  payment  of  interest. 

With  reference  to  your  observation  that  some  further  inspection  and  control  is 
required  over  the  acts  ol  the  relieving  officers,  the  Commissioners  request  that  you 
will  explain  your  views  more  specifically  on  this  head.  The  Commissioners  would 
approve  oi  the  appointment  of  a general  overseer  of  labour,  whose  duty  it  would 
be  to  act  as  a check  on  the  local  overseers,  and  the  Commissioners  wish  to  know 
whether  you  propose  any  arrangement  of  the  same  kind  in  reference  to  the  reliev- 
ing officers. 

The  Commissioners  have  read  with  much  concern  your  statement  of  the  deaths 
among  the  Union  officers ; they  regret  also  to  learn  that  Mr.  Christy  is  confined 
by  severe  illness,  and  they  have  thought  it  advisable  to  request  Captain'  Hart  to 
act  as  Vice-Guardian  in  conjunction  with  yourself  during  Mr.  Christy’s  illness. 


Scariff  Union. 
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In  regard  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  best  mode  of  remunerating  the  medical 
attendant  for  affording  medical  relief  to  outrdoor  poor,  the  Commissioners  desire 
to  state  that,  except  in  cases  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity,  they  do  not  think 
that  medical  relief  should  he  given  out  of  the  workhouse,  unless  by  a medical 
officer  regularly  appointed  under  the  5th  section  of  the  Act.  No  such  appoint- 
ment has  yet  been  made  in  the  Scariff  Union ; but  the  Commissioners  will  give  their 
best  consideration  to  any  proposition  you  may  make  to  them  with  the  view  of 
obtaining  their  authority  for  such  an  appointment.  In  the  few  appointments 
which  have  yet  been  made  under  the  5th  section,  the  medical  officer’s  remunera- 
tion is  by  a fixed  salary,  and  the  Commissioners  doubt  whether  the  proposal  to 
subscribe  to  a dispensary,  and  to  authorize  the  relieving  officers  to  give  tickets  to 
the  sick  poor  entitling  them  to  medicine  and  medical  attendance,  would  be  so 
desirable  as  the  appointment  of  a medical  officer  under  the  5th  section. 

The  Commissioners  have  already  addressed  the  Board  of  Health  with  reference 
to  the  prevalence  of  sickness  in  the  Scariff  Union,  and  the  Commissioners  believe 
that  Board  is  now  making  inquiries  on  the  subject;  and  in  considering  the  pro- 
priety of  appointing  a medical  officer  under  the  5th  section  of  the  Act,  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Board  of  Health  has  full  power  to  make  adequate  pro- 
vision for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Hart: — March  29,  1348. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  a report  from  Mr.  Fisher,  from  which 
they  learn  with  much  regret  that  Mr.  Christy  is  disabled  by  fever  from  discharging 
his  duties  as  Vice-Guardian  of  Scariff  Union. 

Mr.  Fisher  states  that,  with  your  assistance,  he  will  be  quite  able  to  fulfil  all 
the  duties;  and  the  Commissioners  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  appoint  you 
temporarily  Vice-Guardian  of  Scariff  Uuion  at  a nominal  salary ; and  they  will 
feel  much  obliged  to  you  if,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  act  iu  conjunction  with  Mr.  Fisher  in  the  capacity  of  Vice-Guardian 
during  Mr.  Christy’s  illness. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  anticipate  that  any  material  additional  labour  will 
be  imposed  upon  you  by  this  appointment,  and  they  trust  that  the  necessity  for  it 
will  not  be  of  long  continuance. 


Captain  Hart  to  the  Commissioners: — April  1,  1848. 

I regret  to  have  to  state  that  sickness  (although  apparently  on  the 
decline)  still  exists  to  a considerable  extent ; and  the  loss  we  have  sustained  by 
the  recent  death  of  several  valuable  servants,  and  by  the  absence,  owing  to 
sickness,  of  others,  is  severely  felt. 

that  any  one  medical  man  could  afford  due  attendance  upon  all  our  numerous 
sick  is  an  utter  impossibility,  and  I therefore  now  pass  several  hours  daily  in 
visiting  them,  and  seeing  their  wants  attended  to,  ordering  the  diet  of  some,  and 
administering  medicine  to  others. 

We  hope  during  next  week  to  secure  the  services  of  a second  medical  officer 
and  of  a resident  apothecary,  both  of  which  are  much  needed. 

We  are  also  much  in  want  of  two  or  three  efficient  additional  officers,  and  it  is 
equally  necessary  that  we  should  get  rid  of  those  whom  we  find  unequal  to  the 
proper  discharge  of  their  duties. 

We  also  wish  to  have  the  Commissioners’  authority  to  appoint  an  officer  whose 
duties  would  be,  to  immediately  control  the  relieving  officers;  to  he  present 
at  the  issue  of  out-door  relief ; to  visit  (and  institute  inquiry  on  the  spot)  such 
parties  as  are  alleged  to  be  unlawfully  receiving  relief,  and  in  short  to  be  an 
effectual  check  upon  the  relieving  officers.  For  this  duty  we  should  require  a 
person  of  a superior  grade,  and  we  think  that  a salary  of  21.  per  week  would  not 
be  too  large. 

We  should  likewise  wish  to  appoint  a head  superintendent  of  labour,  and  with 
these  additional  officers  we  shall  be  enabled  to  keep  the  male  part  of  the  esta- 
blishment in  good  working  trim.  But  as  regards  the  female  part  of  the  establish- 
ment, much  remains  to  be  accomplished,  as  at  present  there  is  no  employment;  for 
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women  except  washing  clothes  and  cleaning  the  houses.  I should  be  thankful  to 
receive  the  Commissioners’  instructions  as  to  the  steps  to  be  adopted  towards 
providing  employment  for  females. 

During  the  past  fortnight  the  collectors  have  notified  the  receipt  of  695/.  15s.  Qd. 
In  numerous  cases  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  to  collect  much  of  the  outstanding 
poor-rates.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday,  however,  several  cases  of  rescue  will  be 
adjudicated  upon  by  the  assistant  barrister,  and  I trust  that  a fresh  impetus  will 
be  thus  given  to  the  collection. 

It  was  with  much  concern  that  I read  in  a communication  from  the  Commis- 
sioners to  the  Vice-Guardians  that  they  could  not  hold  out  a prospect  of  a further 
donation  from  the  British  Relief  Association.  I sincerely  trust  that  the  Com- 
missioners may  be  induced  to  give  this  important  question  reconsideration ; and 
in  expressing  this  hope,  I beg  leave  to  assure  the  Commissioners  that  I. am  duly 
impressed  with  the  necessity  which  exists  for  husbanding  the  resources  of  the 
Association  ; indeed  I have  all  along  considered  it  as  a sacred  fund,  to  be  drawn 
upon  only  in  cases  of  the  most  urgent  need,  and  thus  it  is  that  I have  never 
applied  for  a single  shilling  to  provide  rations  and  clothing  to  school  children, 
because  I considered  that  we  should  greatly  need  every  farthing  which  the 
Association  could  spare  to  any  one  Union  for  direct  poor  relief  purposes,  and  that 
with  the  best  control  which  our  limited  means  could  establish  at  least  three- 
fourths  of  the  charity  would  have  been  misapplied  at  the  schools. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  4,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the 
receipt  of  your  report,  dated  the  1st  instant,  relative  to  Scariff  Union. 

The  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  sanction  the  appointment  of  an  officer  as 
proposed  by  you,  to  control  and  act  as  a check  upon  the  relieving  officers.  They 
are  also  prepared  to  sanction  the  appointment  of  a competent  person  as  head 
superintendent  of  labour. 

As  regards  the  employment  of  the  female  inmates  of  the  several  workhouses  in 
the  Union,  the  Commissioners  think  that,  in  addition  to  washing  clothes  and 
cleaning  the  houses,  the  females  may  be  usefully  employed  in  sewing,  knitting, 
and  in  making  up  the  clothes  required  for  the  use  of  the  workhouse. 

With  reference  to  your  request  that  the  question  of  further  assistance  from  the 
British  Relief  Association  may  he  re-considered,  I am  directed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners to  state  that  they  trust  that  for  the  present  at  least  the  Vice-Guardians 
will  be  able  to  dispense  with  the  need  of  any  assistance  from  the  British  Relief 
Association.  At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  admit  that  the  absence  in 
Scariff  Union  of  any  relief  to  school  children  from  that  Association  is  a point 
which  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of  in  considering  their  application  for  direct 
assistance  in  aid  of  the  poor  rates. 


Mr.  Fisher,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  1,  1848. 

We  have  again  to  report  a small  collection  for  the  week ; the  collectors 
attended  on  Tuesday,  except  Mr.  Taylor,  who  had  not  quite  recovered  from  his 
illness,  but  I am  glad  to  state  he  has  been  able  this  day  to  resume  his  duties. 

The  collectors  for  Tulla,  Feakle,  Killiman,  and  Mount  Shannon,  report  that 
they  have  several  cases  of  process  and  of  rescue  to  be  tried  at  the  quarter  sessions 
of  Killaloe  on  Tuesday  next,  on  which  occasion  Captain  Hart  and  I intend  to  be 
present.  Molony,  the  collector  for  Clonrush  and  Woodford,  has  seven  processes 
to  be  tried  at  Portumna  on  Monday,  the  3rd  inst. 

The  collector  for  Killaloe  electoral  division  states,  that  he  has  73  warrants  to 
receive  from  the'  magistrates  against  defaulters  at  the  next  petty  sessions  at 
Killaloe.  It  appears  to  be  the  practice  with  the  magistrates,  when  parties  are 
summoned  before  the  petty  sessions  for  non-payment  of  poor  rates,  to  delay  issuing 
the  warrants  until  the  next  day  of  sessions,  which  sometimes  does  not  occur  for  u 
fortnight,  and  by  these  means  much  delay  and  additional  trouble  is  experienced  by 
the  collectors,  besides  giving  time  to  those  who  are  disposed  to  evade  payment  to 
remove  their  stock  or  effects  but  of  the  way.  In  one  instance  it  was  stated  to  us 
by  Sullivan,  the  collector  for  Tulla  electoral  division,  that  by  this  delay  one  of  the 
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ScaTiff  Union.  magistrates,  who  was  on  the  bench  wlien  a warrant  was  ordered  against  one  of  his 

‘ tenants  for  poor-rates,  made  use  of  the  interval  to  seize  his  tenants  effects  for 

rent,  by  which  means  there  was  no  property  left  to  seize  when  the  collector 
received  the  magistrate’s  warrant. 

So  much  delay  has  taken  place  in  collecting  the  amounts  rated  against 
immediate  lessors,  that  we  have  been  obliged  to  call  on  all  the  collectors  by 
minute  to  furnish  lists  of  defaulters,  that  we  may  consult  as  to  what  proceedings 
it  is  best  to  adopt  against  them. 

W e have  to  bear  testimony  generally  to  the  proper  conduct  of  the  farmers  in 
this  Union  in  paying  their  rates  cheerfully  and  promptly,  but,  from  whatever 
cause,  we  do  not  experience  the  same  readiness  on  the  part  of  the  landed  propri- 
etors, with  some  honourable  exceptions. 

Mr.  Marcus  Pattison,  whose  correspondence  with  the  Commissioners  on  the 
subject  of  the  7s.  6 d.  rate  has  been  printed  in  the  Fifth  Series  of  Papers,  had  not 
paid  any  part  of  his  rate  on  Tuesday  last,  when  the  collector  gave  in  his  report. 

We  have  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  agents  of  the  properties  of  absentees  in 
this  Union,  who  frequently  refuse  to  pay  the  rates  of  their  principals  unless  the 
collector  attends  at  their  offices  in  Limerick,  Ennis,  or  wherever  they  may  be,  to 
point  out  all  particulars.  We  think  it  ought  to  be  the  duty  of  those  gentlemen  to 
come  to  Scariff  and  examine  the  rate-books,  so  as  to  satisfy  themselves,  and  not  to 
put  the  collector  to  the  expense  and  delay  of  travelling  to  a distance  out  of  his 
district  for  their  convenience.  In  many  cases  of  absentee  proprietors  it  is  difficult 
to  find  the  agent  or  to  make  him  pay  ; we  wish  to  know  how  to  act  in  cases  where 
the  immediate  lessor  is  residing  in  England  or  in  a foreign  country. 

Some  of  these  difficulties  will  be  obviated  under  a new  valuation,  as  we  shall 
have  the  immediate  lessor  rated  by  name  in  all  cases  where  he  can  be  ascertained. 
In  our  present  rate-books  there  is  not  a single  instance  where  the  name  of  the 
immediate  lessor  is  inserted. 

The  amount  collected  this  week  is  299/.  16s.  9\d.,  particulars  as  follows  : — 


i 

This  Week. 

Total. 

Uncollected. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  *. 

d. 

Tulla 

102 

2 

5 

2,634 

3 

7 

1,157  5 10* 

Feakle  .... 

73 

16 

3 

1,273 

15 

11 

1,360  3 

8 

Kill  aloe  .... 

1,887 

4 

H 

890  18 

6* 

Ogunillo  .... 

IS 

9 

6 

523 

0 

10+ 

615  12 

2+ 

| Killuran  .... 

41 

0 

0 

197 

1 

7 

204  11 

9+ 

Kilnoe  .... 

51 

0 

0 

1,385 

0 

1 

394  18 

6f 

Scaritt  .... 

1,067 

18 

4 

1,228  10 

3 

Woodford 

355 

15 

128  1 

7 

Clonrush  .... 

4 

11 

4 

506 

15 

3 

346  16 

22 

JMfountshannon  . 

8 

17 

3* 

281 

5 

2 

314  13 

6i 

Total  . . 

292 

16 

n 

10,712 

0 

2+ 

6,641  12 

We  are  very  glad  to  find  that  the  arrangements  for  securing  the  services  of  a 
valuator  of  the  Union  are  so  nearly  completed,  and  that  the  work  will  be  com- 
menced immediately. 

We  have  written  to  the  treasurer,  explaining  the  situation  of  the  Union,  stating 
the  security  afforded  by  the  rates,  and  the  guarantee  we  expected  to  receive  for 
payment  of  interest,  and  asking  an  advance  of  money  from  time  to  time,  as 
required,  not  to  exceed  5000/.,  at  5 per  cent,  per  annum,  and  to  be  paid  out  of 
next  rate. 

We  have  not  been  able  yet  to  conclude  a satisfactory  contract  for  bread,  owing 
to  the  high  price  demanded  by  those  who  would  be  willing  to  remain  six  months 
without  payment.  The  cost  of  bread  for  the  week,  owing  to  being  obliged  to  use 
white  bread  for  all  the  paupers,  is  about  90/.  We  have  an  offer  to  supply  white 
bread  of  best  quality  for  six  months  at  Q\d.  per  4 lbs.,  and  brown  bread  at  5\d.  per 
4 lbs.,  and  no  payment  to  be  required  until  1st  October  next.  We  have  another 
offer  to  supply  white  bread  at  6 \d.  per  4 lbs.  for  three  months,  and  payment  to  be 
then  made. 

The  cash  price  of  white  bread  is  6d.  per  4 lbs.  at  present,  but  we  have  offers  to 
supply  it  for  three  months  at  5%d.,  on  condition  of  being  paid  weekly. 

To  take  a contract  for  three  months  at  6 id.  per  4 lbs.,  to  be  then  paid,  would 
be  equivalent  to  allowing  interest  at  the  rate  of  145/.  9s.  per  cent,  per  annum. 
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To  take  a contract  for  six  months  at  6| d.  per  lb.,  to  be  paid  1st  October,  would 
be  ^equivalent  to  allowing  interest  at  the  rate  of  90/.  18s.  per  cent,  per  annum. 

This  may  give  some  idea  of  the  high  rate  of  interest  paid  by  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians  on  taking  supplies  for  the  workhouse  on  credit  at  advanced  prices,  and 
it  is  a system  we  are  most  anxious  not  to  imitate. 

In  the  contracts  for  meal  and  milk,  we  think  the  prices  agreed  for  are  very 
reasonable,  and  not  much  (if  at  all)  above  the  ordinary  cash  prices. 

We  think  it  advisable,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  have  ovens  erected,  to  enable  us 
to  bake  Indian  meal  on  the  premises,  as  it  is  done  in  Limerick  workhouse,  but,  in 
the  meantime,  you  will  perceive  that  it  would  be  better  for  us  to  pay  10  or  20  per 
cent,  per  annum  interest  for  money  than  to  pay  a farthing  per  lb.  additional  in 
order  to  obtain  credit. 

We  have  received  from  the  Commissariat  at  Tarbert,  for  the  second  order  of  the 
British  Association,  through  Captain  Hart 


15£  tons  of  Indian  meal,  at  8/.  8s.  per  ton  . 
7k  tons  of  barley  meal,  at  11.  14s.  per  ton  . 
9£  tons  of  rye  meal,  at  11.  per  ton  . 

3 tons  of  biscuits,  at  13/.  per  ton 


260  sacks,  charge  at  Is.  1 id.  each  . 
60  bags,  at  Is. 


£.  s d. 
130  4 0 
56  5 0 
66  10  0 
39  0 0 

291  19  0 
24  18  4 
3 0 0 


319  17  4 


We  have  also  received  from  Captain  Hart  two  orders  for  money  from  the 
British  Association,  amounting  to  640/.,  which  have  been  lodged  with  the 
treasurer. 


The  clothing  of  the  paupers  being  still  very  deficient,  and  much  of  it  out  of 
repair,  we  have  been  obliged  to  order  materials  to  the' amount  of  about  70/. 

We  have  had  a visit  from  the  sub-sheriff  who’  pr'esehted  two  writs,  one  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Vance,  for  87/.  8s.  lid. ; and  one  on  behalf  pf  Mr.  Deane,  for  51/.  19s.  4d., 
both  dated  31st  January,  1848,  and  returnable -the  15th  April;  unless  some 
arrangements  be  made  before  that 'day,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  sell  the 
furniture  seized. 

At  present  there  appears  .only  one  of  two  courses  to  pursue,  viz.,  either  to  allow 
the  sheriff  to  proceed  with  the  sale,  and  to  become  the  purchasers  ourselves,  in 
which  case  we  think  we  should  obtain  the  goods  at  a nominal  value,  or  to  pay  the 
lull  amount  of  both  writs,  with  costs  to  the  sheriff,  and  so  end  the  matter. 

Not  being  satisfied  that  proceedings  have  been  in  legal  form  as  against  a Board 
of  Guardians,  or-  that  the  checks  were  duly  presented  and  protested,  for  non-pay- 
ment at  the  bank,  we  do  not  feel  inclined  to  pay  the  full  amount  of  the  writs.  It 
is  a question  with  us  whether  the  issuing  of  such  cheques  by  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians was  legal,  and  whether  Mr.  Vance’s  suit  should  not  have  been  against  those 
Guardians  who  signed  the  cheques.  Taking  this  view  of  the  question,  we  are 
rather  inclined  to  alloAv  the  sale  to  proceed. 

We  continue  to  be  much  annoyed  in  many  ways  by  the  operation  of  the  quarter 
acre  clause.  It  seems  almost  impossible,  in  many  cases,  to  determine  whether  the 
person  who  has  had  land  in  his  possession,  has  really  ceased  to  occupy.  In  almost 
all  cases  the  tenant,  who  has  land  and  seeks  relief  attempts  a deception. 

We  have  reports  every  week  from  the  relieving  officers,  of  houses  of  paupers 
being  thrown  down  in  some  cases  with  the  consent  of  the  tenants,  who  cannot  by 
other  means  become  entitled  to  relief,  and  in  others  by  legal  process  of  ejectment 
enforced  by  the  sheriff. 

We  are  aware  that  in  many  instances  the  landlords  are  not  to  blame  for  endea- 
vouring to  get  into  possession  of  property  for  which  they  are  liable  to  pay  heavy 
rates,  but  out  of  which  they  can  obtain  no  rent. 

These  processes,  however,  tend  to  increase  our  embarrassment  by  rapidly  increas- 
ing the  number  of  paupers. 

I have  a list  of  10  persons  who  have  voluntarily  given  up  their  land  and  houses, 
in  Sheane  and  Cappabaun,  in  the  electoral  division  of  Scariff,  in  order,  as  they  say, 
to  entitle  them  to  get  into  the  workhouse,  or  receive  out-door  relief. 

The  houses  of  these  persons  were  immediately  thrown  down  by  the.  drivers  of 
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Thomas  Sampson,  Esq.,  who  is  the  agent.  The  property  belongs  to  John  Samp- 
son, a lunatic,  the  tenants  thus  dispossessed,  owed  rent  to  the  amount  of  10K, 
together  with  poor  rate  and  county  cess,  and  some  of  them  received  money  for 
giving  peaceable  possession. 

While  this  system  is  going  on  so  extensively  around  us,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
reduce  our  relief  lists,  having  besides  no  workhouse  test  to  offer. 

The  number  of  names  on  the  relief  lists,  is  so  great,  that  they  are  not  yet  pre- 
pared for  being  posted  up  in  the  several  electoral  divisions,  and  the  relieving 
officers  are  by  no  means  quick  in  their  operations,  we  hope  to  have  them  all  ready 
next  Aveek. 

The  inspection  we  consider  necessary  to  be  exercised  over  the  relieving  officers 
would  be  partly  answered  by  the  appointment  of  an  overseer  of  labour,  but  we 
would  also  desire  that  the  same  person  should  investigate  cases  of  relief,  to  others 
than  the  able-bodied,  wherever  complaints  were  made  of  the  relieving  officer.  We 
think  the  appointment  of  a respectable  person  at  a salary  of  21.  per  week,  would 
be  advisable,  with  a certain  alloAvance  for  travelling  from  one  electoral  division  to 
another,  each  of  which  he  should  visit  Aveekly. 

The  mortality  in  the  Avorkhouse  last  week,  was  very  considerable,  37  having 
died  ; I thought  it  necessary  to  get  a special  report  from  the  medical  officer  in 
consequence.  Several  of  the  deaths  occurred  at  Moynoe  House,  and  we  think 
much  of  the  illness  there  was  caused  by  insufficient  clothing,  a deficiency  of  Avhich 
Ave.have  been  endeavouring  to  remedy  as  quickly  as  possible.  Captain  Hart,  and 
I visited  Moynoe  House  on  Friday,  and  inspected  it  very  closely,  Ave  were  pleased 
to  find  the  number  of  invalids  much  reduced,  and  the  diseases  of  the  children  gene- 
rally not  of  a malignant  type,  of  the  deaths  last  week  ending  25th  March,  there 
were  in  all  the  houses : — 


Men. 

Women 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Typhus  Fever 

1 

1 

Hectic  Fever 

Remittent  Fever  .... 

Gastric  Fever  ..... 

3 

Small-pox 

Diarrhoea  after  Fever  .'  . 

2 

4 

Dentition 

Chronic  Dysentery  .... 

3 

2 

Wasting  of  the  System  . . 

1 

Organic  Disease  of  Stomach  , 

1 

1 

Total  . . . 

7 

7 

16 

37 

We  are  satisfied  that  so  much  illness  is  caused  by  want  of  proper  ventilation' ' 
that  we  are  determined  at  once  to  adopt  the  plan  suggested  in  Dr.  Collins’s  pam- 
phlet on  the  prevention  of  contagious  diseases. 

We  have  a medical  officer  in  view  for  the  workhouse,  whose  appointment  we 
shall  recommend,  in  addition  to  Dr.  Egan,  as  heretofore  proposed,  and  at  a salary 
or  70 l.  per  annum.  We  have  also  heard  of  a person  who  would  be  well  suited  to 
act  as  resident  apothecary,  but  we  may  not  be  able  to  obtain  his  services  for  a few 
weeks. 

We  think  it  very  desirable  to  have  medical  officers  appointed  in  several  districts 
of  this  Union,  either  by  the  Board  of  Health,  or  by  us  under  the  5th  section  of  the 
Act  ; as  there  is  no  more  prevalent  causes  of  destitution  in  this  country  than 
neglected  cases  of  disease,  before  recommending  any  individual  appointment  we 
wish  to  be  informed  what  ought  to  be  the  duties  of  such  medical  officers,  and  what 
scale  of  salaries  would  be  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners.  The  dispensary  nhv- 
sicians  might  be  induced  to  act  in  their  respective  districts,  both  for  the  purposes' 
of  vaccination  and  general  medical  relief,  and  they  should  also  contract  for  the 
necessary  supply  of  medicines  We  shall  await  the  result  of  the  inquiries  now 
making  by  the  Board  of  Health.  ^ 

We  have  received  a communication  from  the  treasurer  and  medical  officer  of  the 
temporary  fever  hospital  at  Feakle,  who  attended  our  Board  on  Wednesday  last,- 
and  they  state  that  <•  in  consequence  of  the  frightful  increase  of  fever  throughout' 
the  country  the  number  in  their  hospital  has  been  increased  within  th?  last 
„ t0  ?°  i ,bu‘ , ia™S  °nIy  bedding  for  50,  it  was  necessary  to  place  many 

of  them  two  in  a bed.  As  they  state  there  is  room  in  the  hospital  for  80  beds. 
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I have  written  to  the  Board  of  Health  to  authorize  that  number,  and  we  shall  then 
supply  the  additional  quantity  of  bedding. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  10,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  will  bring  under  the  notice  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  that  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  the  practice  of  the  magistrates 
to  delay  issuing  warrants  for  recovery  of  poor  rates  until  the  next  petty  sessions 
day  after  conviction,  and  to  the  case  in  which  a magistrate  who  was  in  the  bench 
when  a warrant  was  ordered  against  one  of  his  tenants,  took  advantage  of  the 
interval  to  distrain  for  rent,  thus  leaving  no  effects  to  be  taken  under  the  magis- 
trates’ warrant  when  granted. 

The  Commissioners  learn  with  satisfaction  that  the  farmers  in  the  Union  are 
paying  their  rates  cheerfully  and  promptly,  but  they  regret  to  find  that  you  do  not 
generally  experience  the  same  readiness  on  the  part  of  the  landed  proprietors. 
'I  lie  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that  you  will  continue  to  use  the  most  vigorous 
measures  to  enforce  payment  by  this  class  as  well  as  every  other  class  of  rate- 
payers in  the  Union,  and  they  are  convinced  that  you  will  not  hesitate  to  adopt 
such  legal  proceedings  against  tliem  as  may  be  necessary  to  compel  payment, 
ihe  law  furnishes  you  with  the  most  ample  powers  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
rate,  and  the  Commissioners  presume  that  you  do  not  see  any  reason  for  making 
an  exception  in  favour  of  Mr.  Marcus  Pattison,  to  whom  you  refer  as  not  having 
yet  paid  his  rates. 

The  difficulties  which  you  describe  as  being  occasioned  by  the  agents  of  the 
properties  of  absentees  who  refuse  to  pay  the  rates  legally  due  by  their  principals, 
unless  the  collector  attends  at  their  offices  (which  are  in  some  cases  out  of  the 
Union)  to  point  out  all  the  particulars  is  much  to  be  regretted,  and  is,  no  doubt, 
very  embarrassing;  but  at  tne  same  time  as  no  proceedings  can  be  taken  against 
the  agent  or  against  the  principals  where  they  reside  out  of  the  country,  the 
Commissioners  can  only  advise  the  Guardians  to  proceed  to  recover  the  rate  from 
t«  e occupiers  in  such  cases,  when  after  every  effort  they  have  failed  in  obtaining 
payment  from  the  agent ; the  occupiers  will  be  entitled  to  deduct  the  whole  amount 
of  rate  from  his  next  payment  of  rent. 

With  reference  to  the  claims  of  Messrs.  Vance  and  Deane,  the  Commissioners 
do  not  see,  under  the  circumstances  stated  by  you,  how  you  can  avoid  paying  the 
debt  and  costs. 

The  Commissioners  are  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties  which  occasionally  arise 
in  reference  to  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act.  The  Com- 
missioners, however,  trust,  that  increased  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  relieving 
officers,  together  with  the  publication  of  the  names  of  persons  receiving  relief,  may 
have  the  effect  of  checking,  if  not  of  altogether  preventing  deception,  in  regard  to 
the  occupation  of  land.  In  the  case  which  you  mention  where  the  landlord  gave 
a certificate  that  the  tenant  had  surrendered  his  land,  when  in  fact  he  had  not 
doiie  so,  and  the  tenant  having  obtained  relief  now  persists  in  retaining  the  land, 
the  Commissioners  presume  that  the  relief  was  stopped  immediately  on  the  facts 
becoming  known  to  you ; the  Commissioners,  however,  do  not  see  that  you  can 
lake  any  other  step  in  the  matter.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  advisable  in  any  future 
case  in  which  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  the  surrender  is  not  bond  Jide,  that  the 
relief  afforded  should,  if  practicable,  be  given  in  the  workhouse  only. 

With  reference  to  your  question  as  to  the  duties  to  be  performed  by  district 
medical  officers,  I am  to  enclose  a copy  of  an  order  issued  to  another  Union  in 
which  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  Commissioners  are  set  forth. 

You  will  observe  that  under  this  order  the  cost  of  medical  and  surgical 
appliances  is  to  be  paid  by  the  electoral  divisions  and  is  not  included  in  the  medical 
officer’s  salary. 


Scariff  Union. 
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Skibbereen  Union. 


SKIBBEREEN  UNION. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners  : — Feb'uary  4,  184-8. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  collectors  attended  on  Wednesday, 
and  had  their  books  checked  by  the  clerk ; and  from  this  week’s  return  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  rates  are  coming  in  freely.  The  Guardians  are  now  enabled 
to  pay  off  their  outstanding  cheques,  and  a considerable  balance  is  to  their 
credit  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer. 

I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  when  the  report 
was  received  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a plan  to  remedy  the 
defects  in  the  present  rate-books,  and  adopt  means  to  have  a revision  of  them 
preparatory  to  another  rate  being  struck.  A copy  of  the  report  is  forwarded 
with  the  minutes,  and  it  contains  several  important  suggestions,  which  when 
carried  into  effect,  will  tend  to  the  regularity  of  the  rate-books  in  future,  and 
be  productive  of  much  benefit  to  the  Union.  Tenders  were  received  for 
clothing,  and  according  to  the  invitation  in  the  advertisement  to  industrial 
societies  and  private  individuals  (who  have  flannel  and  linen  manufactured)  to 
send  in  samples  and  tenders.  I have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  a 
considerable  quantity  appeared,  and  was  taken  by  the  Guardians ; and  in  order 
to  afford  increased  employment  in  the  Union,  more  will  be  taken  as  manu- 
factured, and  not  purchase  a full  supply  from  those  at  a distance  as  hitherto. 
From  the  increased  pressure  upon  the  workhouse,  a resolution  was  adopted  to 
rent  a large  store  in  West  Skull  (about  16  miles  from  Skibbereen),  which 
will  accommodate  fiOO  paupers.  It  is  proposed  to  have  an  assistant  master  and 
matron  for  that  house,  and  that  certain  classes  be  sent  there  from  the  work- 
house,  by  which  it  is  expected  sufficient  room  will  be  had  for  all. 

The  female  children  have  been  removed  from  the  workhouse  to  the  store 
fitt&d  up  for  their  permanent  accommodation,  which  will,  I expect,  be  attended 
with  beneficial  effects;  this  change  gives  additional  day-room  for  the  adult 
females,  which  was  much  wanted. 

A resolution  was  passed  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  appointed  at  a previous  meeting  to  concentrate  the  hospitals,  and 
have  only  five  in  the  Union;  but  it  is  proposed  that  the  present  hospitals 
remain  open  until  sufficient  accommodation  be  provided  in  the  several  districts 
named  for  the  reception  of  the  patients  to  be  admitted.  I have  more  fear  of 
the  western  part  of  the  Union,  and  that  Kilmoe  and  East  Skull  would  require 
distinct  hospitals  at  least  for  three  months  longer. 

A meeting  of  the  Kilmoe  Relief  Committee  will  be  held  to-morrow,  at  which 
X purpose  attending,  to  have  their  opinion  with  regard  to  the  safety  of  closing 
the  hospital  there,  of  which  I shall  report.  In  some  parts  of  the  Union  fever 
and  dysentery  prevail  to  some  extent,  but  few  deaths  occur. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  10,  1848. 
reference  to  the  proposal  of  the  Guardians  to  rent  a store  in  West 
bkull  tor  an  auxiliary  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will 
readily  sanction  the  renting  the  store  at  Skull,  if  you  are  of  opinion  that  it  is 
well  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  intended. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners: — February  10,  1848. 

.a  . T LHA7EJthe  h™our  t0  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  when  the  several 
relieving  officers  attended,  and  had  their  books  checked  and' signed  ; they  send 
them  m the  day  previous  to  the  clerk,  by  which  arrangement  the  business  is 
more  satisfactorily  done.  The  stores  in  West  Skull  are  being  fitted  up  for  the 
permanent  accommodation  of  paupers  to  be  drafted  from  the  workhouse,  and  it 
is  proposed  to  send  none  but  men  there,  and  have  the  greater  part  of  the  house 
for  adult  females.  It  is  expected  that  300  will  be  sent  on  Monday  next,  and  as 
the  arrangements  are  completed  more  will  be  sent;  the  stores  are  calculated 
to  contain  from  500  to  600 ; this  will  relieve  the  workhouse  very  materially. 
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The  Guardians  have  ordered  that  two  sheds  be  erected  in  connexion  with  the  Skibbereen  Union, 
probationary  wards,  according  to  the  plan  suggested  by  Mr.  Wilkinson,  and  I — 
have  arranged  to  have  these  completed  without  delay ; if  necessary,  they  will 
afford  excellent  day-rooms,  and  should  it  be  found  necessary,  more  stores  will 
be  taken,  as  I anticipate  a considerable  pressure  for  the  next  six  weeks,  and  the 
Guardians  are  determined  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Union  as  far  as  in  their 
power,  and  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  law  to  the  utmost.  An  additional 
supply  of  clothing  was  taken  to-day,  and  all  hands  are  employed  making  up  as 
required.  A large  quantity  of  flannel  and  coarse  linen  has  also  been  purchased 
from  the  industrial  societies  in  the  Union,  and  more  ordered,  which  will  have 
a good  effect  in  stimulating  the  people  to  industry,  and  afford  employment  to 
many  of  the  females  in  the  Union.  The  Guardians  are  determined  as  far  as 
possible  to  encourage  this  useful  manufacture.  The  rates  continue  to  be  o-ot 
in  well ; over  1900/.  is  this  day  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer. 

A meeting  of  the  Kilmoe  Relief  Committee  has  been  held  there,  and  a reso- 
lution adopted,  that  a letter  be  addressed  to  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  stating 
their  decided  opinion  against  closing  the  hospital,  in  which  I fully  concur,  at 
least  for  the  next  two  months.  I am  sorry  to  say  there  is  very  little  employ- 
ment in  the  Union  for  the  labouring  population,  which  increases  the  pressure 
upon  the  workhouse.  Were  it  no,t  for  the  relief  afforded  the  children  at  the 
schools  by  the  British  Relief  Association,  the  consequence  would  be  difficult  to 
contemplate,  as  from  the  dense  population  of  paupers,  the  rates  could  not  by 
any  means  meet  the  expense  of  affording  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
which  would  otherwise  be  inevitable.  I am  still  of  opinion  that  we  shall  get 
over  the  season  without  having  recourse  to  that  which  would  check  all  industry 
and  swamp  the  Union.  The  accountant  selected  to  arrange  the  books  of  the 
Union  is  diligently  engaged  in  doing  so,  he  appears  to  be  very  competent ; no 
money  is  to  be  paid  until  the  whole  be  completed  satisfactorily. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners: — February  17,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  100  of  the  male  paupers  were  sent  to  the  auxiliary  workhouse  in  West 
Skull  on  Monday  last,  and  300  more  will  be  sent  there  to-morrow.  The  two 
sheds  alluded  to  in  my  last  report  in  connexion  with  the  probationary  wards 
are  nearly  finished,  one  of  which  will  be  occupied  to-morrow.  This  will  afford 
much  accommodation,  and  prevent  the  danger  from  overcrowding  in  the  pro- 
bationary wards.  There  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  admission  to 
the  workhouse  during  the  week;  but  when  the  sheds  are  finished,  and  the  other 
arrangements  (in  progress)  completed,  I expect  sufficient  accommodation  will 
be  provided  for  the  present,  but  should  it  be  found  necessary,  additional  build- 
ings will  be  rented.  On  sending  the  male  paupers  out  to  the  house  at  West 
Skull  over  100  refused  to  go,  but  took  their  discharge  in  preference,  as  I had 
arranged  to  send  those  in  the  house  from  the  eastern  part  of  the  Union  to  the 
west. 

The  clerk  having  had  to  attend  at  Bantry  sessions  this  week  upon  a prosecu-  Captain  Gordon*., 
tion,  the  collector  s books  were  not  checked ; about  900/.  has  been  lodged  since 
last  return.  The  rates  continue  to  be  collected  without  difficulty.  The  returns 
for  this  week  and  next  shall  be  forwarded  together.  The  roofs  of  the  several 
buildings  will  be  examined  immediately,  and  a contractor  had  to  put  them  in 
proper  repair. 

I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  when  the  relieving 
officers  attended,  and  had  their  books  and  accounts  checked.  On  hearing  of 
the  serious  illness,  I went  over  to  Bantry  yesterday,  and  took  Dr.  Donovan  with 
me  to  see  him.  I regret  to  say  he  is  dangerously  ill  in  fever.  I purpose  going 
there  again  to-morrow  to  assist  in  having  the  school  accounts  made  up  for  the 
last  week.  Dr.  Donovan  will  accompany  me  to  see  Captain  Gordon,  as  he  is 
considered  most  skilful  in  fever  cases.  If  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners,  I 
would  go  over  to  Bantry  once  a-week  during  Captain  Gordon’s  illness,  to  assist 
the  Guardians  there,  and  prevent  any  irregularity  in  the  school  accounts. 

P .S.  I omitted  reporting  that  an  assistant  master  has  been  appointed,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners;  he  seems  a competent  person,  and 
highly  recommended. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  22,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  obliged  by  your  offer,  and 
they  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  proceed  to  the  Bantry  Union 
once  in  each  week,  as  you  propose,  until  Captain  Gordon  is  able  to  resume  his 
duties. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  21,  1848. 

I have  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  an  act 
of  insubordination  and  plunder  was  committed  at  the  auxiliary  workhouse  at 
West  Skull,  on  Sunday  morning  last.  The  paupers  there,  forced  their  way 
into  the  store  in  which  the  provisions  were  kept,  and  took  what  was  provided 
for  their  dinner  and  breakfast  next  day.  The  assistant  master  in  charge,  sent 
for  Mr.  Limerick,  the  magistrate  at  Skull,  and  the  police,  and  had  the  ring- 
leaders arrested,  and  they  have  been  sent  to  Bridewell,  in  order  to  have  them 
tried  for  the  offence.  I am  also  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  the  paupers 
returning  from  the  store  in  Skibbereen  (in  which  they  sleep)  to  the  workhouse 
this  morning,  attacked  a bread  cart  on  its  way  to  the  schools,  and  took  a 
quantity  of  bread.  An  example  will  be  made,  as  such  attempt  at  insubordina- 
tion must  be  met  at  once  with  firmness,  or  the  consequence  would  be  much 
destruction.  Many  of  them  solicit  to  be  sent  to  gaol,  and  do  not  stop  at  any- 
thing to  accomplish  this,  as  they  say  “ they  get  a better  allowance  there  than  in 
the  workhouse.”  If  the  gaol  allowances  were  assimilated  to  that  of  the  "work- 
house  dietary  it  would  have  a good  effect ; otherwise  sending  them  to  prison  is 
no  punishment,  but  a boon.  If  a representation  were  made  to  the  proper 
quarter  upon  this  subject  it  might  be  attended  with  good  effect. 

With  reference  to  the  tabular  return  ordered  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
in-door  and  out-door  relief  of  the  four  weeks  preceding  the  12th  instant,  I have 
been  urging  the  clerk  to  complete  it,  but  find  a great  difficulty  in  having  it 
done;  in  future  I shall  endeavour  to  have  them  sent  more  regular.  I have 
much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  Captain  Gordon  is  going  on  favourably,  and 
hope  to  be  able  to  report  him  out  of  danger  in  a few  days ; I shall  continue  to 
go  over  to  Bantry  as  often  as  I can  be  spared  here  during  his  illness,  to  assist 
the  Guardians. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington  : — February  26,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith,  for  the 
information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  a copy  of  a report  which 
they  have  received  from  Mr.  Marshall,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector  for 
the  Skibbereen  Union ; and  I am  to  request  the  attention  of  his  Excellency  to 
the  passage  in  the  report  marked  (A),  relating  to  the  dietary  allowed  in  the 
county  gaol. 


Mr.  Marshall*  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  26,  1848. 

On  Thursday. I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  Skibbe- 
reen, when  the  relieving  officers’  books  and  accounts  were  examined.  Tenders 
were  received  for  sheeting ; and  one  tender  was  received , and  also  accepted , for 
repairing  the  roof  of  the  several  buildings  of  the  workhouse.  More  paupers  have 
been  sent  to  the  house  in  West  Skull  this  week.  One  of  the  sheds  in  connexion 
with  the  probationary  wards  has  been  completed,  and  is  now  occupied;  the  other 
will  be  ready  for  paupers  next  week.  This  affords  much  accommodation,  and  will 
prevent  danger  from  overcrowding  these  wards,  and  they  can  afterwards  be  con- 
verted either  into  day  or  school  rooms.  The  rates  continue  to  come  in  freely. 
Over  2,600(.  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  to  the  credit  of  the  Union. 
Every  exertion  is  making  to  cultivate  the  land,  and  prepare  for  the  spring  crops. 
A number  of  persons  have  been  admitted  to  the  workhouse  the  last  week,  who 
acknowiedged  they  have  taken  small  portions  of  land  in  the  way  of  conacre,  upon 
which  to  plant  potatoes,  and  will  leave  the  workhouse  to  do  so  next  month.  A 
question  was  raised  in  the  Board  on  Thursday,  whether  their  having  done  so 
disentitles  them  to  relief,  but  the  majority  were  of  opinion,  that  a person  taking 
conacre  for  the  crop,  cannot  be  considered  as  holding  land ; they  are  not  liable  for 
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the  rates  or  taxes,  but  merely  pay  for  the  use  of  the  land  while  the  crop  is 
growing.  Many  would  avail  themselves  of  relief  through  the  poor-law,  while 
their  potatoes  are  coming  to  maturity,  and  a much  greater  quantity  would  be 
planted  if  they  can  be  allowed  to  have  it.  This  is  an  important  consideration, 
and  one  upon  which  the  Commissioners  may  decide. 

The  sanitary  state  of  the  Union  continues  favourable  ; very  little  fever,  and  few 
deaths  from  any  cause.  Much  distress  prevails  in  many  localities.  The  relief 
afforded  at  the  schools  continues  to  have  valuable  effects  to  the  Union,  and 
they  can  now  be  conducted  with  more  regularity.  Over  71,000  children  are  fed 
daily.  The  Committee  of  Guardians  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Unions  meets 
every  Wednesday  at  Milltown  Rosscarberry,  and  manage  the  affairs  well.  The 
formation  of  this  Committee  has  been  of  great  advantage  to  that  district. 
Exertions  are  making  throughout  the  Union  to  give  employment  by  manufac- 
turing flannel  and  linen,  and  in  a short  time  it  is  expected  that  a sufficient  quan- 
tity will  be  made  to  supply  the  workhouse.  I am  sorry  to  report  there  is  very 
little  employment  afforded  under  the  Drainage  Act.  Several  applications  have 
been  made  for  loans,  but  there  seems  great  delay  in  having  the  arrangements  com- 
pleted. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  4,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  cases  of  persons  who  have  been  admitted  into  the 
workhouse  of  the  Skibbereen  Union,  and  who  it  appears  had  previously  rented 
small  portions  of  land,  as  conacre,  with  a view  to  planting  potatoes,  I am  to  state 
that  the  Commissioners  having  taken  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Henn,  Q.C.,  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  states  that  he  does  not  consider  hiring  ground  in  his  way  as  occupation, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  10  Vic.  cap.  31. 

The  Commissioners  consider  that  relief,  by  way  of  loan,  would  meet  such 
cases. 

An  extract  from  your  report,  relating  to  applications  for  loans  under  the  Land 
Improvement  Act,  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Works. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners: — March  10,  1S48. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee  on  Wednesday  last,  when 
the  Aghadown  and  Kilcoe  Hospital  accounts  were  examined  and  passed.  The 
amount  due  since  the  30th  September  will  be  paid  by  the  Guardians.  The 
accounts  of  Tullagh  Hospital  were  also  passed;  a balance  of  50 1.  remaining  in 
hands  of  the  treasurer,  from  the  sums  advanced  to  the  Relief  Committee  there 
under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  which  should  be  applied  to  liquidate  the  debts 
of  the  hospital:  but  the  treasurer  refuses  to  hand  it  over  without  orders  from  the 
Commissioners.  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  here  yesterday, 
when  a resolution  was  passed  to  suspend  the  relieving  officer  for  Ardfield,  Rath- 
barry,  and  Kilkerranmore,  for  charges  as  stated  on  the  minutes ; and  I would 
recommend  his  dismissal,  as  it  is  most  important  that  an  example  he  made  in  his 
case  from  the  manner  he  has  acted.  A resolution  was  passed  to  apply  to  the 
Commissioners  for  a sealed  order  to  give  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  with  a 
view  to  enable  those  taking  conacre,  or  holding  less  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of 
land,  to  plant  potatoes  and  sow  turnips.  The  Guardians  would  not  think  of 
having  recourse  to  this  should  the  Commissioners  not  sanction  their  carrying  out 
the  plan  proposed,  and  restrict  it  to  a limited  period  to  those  actually  engaged  in 
this  work  on  their  own  account;  and  that  proper  arrangements  be  made  to  pre- 
vent the  relief  going  beyond  it,  I stated  to  the  Guardians  the  usual  terms  upon 
which  the  Commissioners  granted  such  order — “ that  labour  by  task-work  (gene- 
rally in  breaking  stones;  was  insisted  upon;”  that  the  Guardians  should  accom- 
pany their  application  with  the  particulars  of  the  plan  proposed.  This  will 
appear  on  the  minutes.  No  doubt  if  it  be  practicable  to  accede  to  their  appli- 
cation, it  would  be  attended  with  beneficial  effects  ; and  the  Guardians  would,  I 
have  no  doubt,  endeavour  to  carry  out  this  mode  of  relief  to  the  best  advantage,  as 
they  have,  during  my  experience,  shown  every  disposition  to  carry  the  law  into 
effect  fairly,  and  afford  every  relief  to  the  poor.  The  amount  of  rate  collected  is  a 
strong  proof.  In  your  letter  of  the  4tli  instant,  with  reference  to  persons  renting 
conacre  being  admitted  to  the  workhouse,  Mr.  Henn,  Q.C.,  does  not  consider 
having  ground  in  this  way  as  occupation  within  the  meauing  of  the  Act  10  Viet. 


Skibbereen  Union. 
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Sfeibbereen  Union.  cap.  31 ; that  the  Commissioners  consider  relief  by  way  of  loan  would  meet  such 
cases.  I would  be  glad  to  know  in  what  way  this  loan  is  meant — whether  any 
assistance  would  be  given  to  those  out  of  the  workhouse  in  money  or  provisions,  to 
enable  them  to  till  their  gardens. 

Mr.  Keane,  the  agriculturist  from  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society,  has  arrived, 
and  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians,  when  arrangements  were  at  once  made 
to  have  meetings  throughout  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  his  giving  instructions 
to  the  farmers.  I shall  attend  with  him  when  my  duties  permit,  and  afford  every 
assistance  in  carrying  out  so  desirable  an  object,  to  stimulate  the  people  to  energy 
and  a better  system  of  cultivation.  There  appears  to  be  every  disposition  in  this 
Union  to  receive  information  upon  this  subject. 

I am  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  dysentery  has  been  on  the  increase.  Arrange- 
ments are  about  being  made  to  have  more  hospital  accommodation  at  Skull,  in 
order  to  receive  any  cases  that  may  arise  in  the  workhouse  there.  In  a former 
report  I stated  my  fears  of  the  consequence  of  closing  any  of  the  hospitals  in  the 
Union  before  sufficient  room  be  had  in  the  districts  proposed,  and  suggested  that  all 
should  be  kept  open  to  receive  fever  patients,  and  bad  cases  of  dysentery,  for  at 
least  two  months  longer.  I am  still  of  this  opinion,  and  that  the  Central  Board 
of  Health  be  cautious  in  rescinding  the  present  appointments  of  their  medical 
officers,  as  contemplated,  or  closing  any  of  the  hospitals  before  that  period.  The 
person  appointed  to  arrange  the  books  of  the  Union  will  soon  have  them  com- 
pleted, in  order  that  the  audit  for  the  25th  instant,  be  made  in  proper  time. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  14,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  relief  by  way  of  loan  to  able-bodied  persons  can 
only  be  given  in  food,  and  under  the  usual  conditions. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  have  communicated 
with  the  Board  of  Health  the  statement  in  your  report  as  regards  the  temporary 
fever  hospitals  in  the  Union.  J 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners:' — March  6,  1848. 

I attended  a meeting  of  the  district  Committee  of  Guardians  at  Mill- 
town,  Rosscarbery,  for  the  eastern  part  of  the  Union  on  Monday  last,  when  the 
out-door  relief  lists  were  examined,  and  other  business  transacted  of  considerable 
importance. 

A meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  held  on  Wednesday,  to  pass  the 
hospital  accounts ; they  are  in  future  to  meet  weekly  for  this  purpose.  In  the 
evening  I went  to  Bantry,  and  next  day  proceeded  to  Castletown  Berehaven, 
with  Mr.  Clarke,  the  Vice-Guardian,  and  on  our  way  inspected  the  schools  • 
directions  had  been  given  to  the  relieving  officers  to  strike  off  all  children  from 
the  out-door  relief  lists ; additional  rations  were  ordered  in  some  cases  for  the 
schools,  but  in  general  the  children  had  been  receiving  from  both  sources.  This 
wdl  lessen  the  expenditure  for  out-door  relief,  which  has  been  much  higher  than 
m the  okibbereen  Union.  At  Castletown  I accompanied  Mr.  Clarke  to  his  dis- 
tricts, where  he  meets  the  relieving  officers  and  initials  the  lists  as  the  paupers 
appear ; I inspected  the  several  schools,  and  gave  directions  to  the  superintendents 
with  regard  to  their  proper  management,  and  that  those  children  struck  off  the 
out-door  relief  lists  be  provided  for. 

In  many  of  the  localities  destitution  prevails  to  a great  extent;  and  dysentery 
i?  on  the  increase ; there  appears  to  be  great  exertion  to  prepare  the  land  for 
potatoes  and  other  crops.  I have  great  pleasure  in  reporting  Captain  Gordon 
much  better,  and  recovering  rapidly.  ° 

On  my  return  to  Skibbereen,  I find  by  tile  minutes  of  last  meetino-  of  the 
Guardians,  that  notice  of  a motion  has  been  given  for  next  Thursday  to  apply  to 
the  Commissioners  for  a sealed  order  to  give  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
tor  a period  not  exceeding  six  weeks,  with  a view  to  support  those  while  planting 
potatoes  ; but  as  labour  is  required  in  return,  by  task  work,  I fear  there  would  b? 
some  difficulty  m carrying  out  this,  and  none  in  possession  of  more  than  a quarter 
of  an  acre  could  be  allowed  this  relief.  If  the  Commissioners  would  point  out  any 
plan  by  which  tins  could  be  earned  into  effect  it  would  be  desirable  ; hitherto  I 
have  adopted  every  means  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  making  such  an  application. 
It  should  be  confined  to  those  able-bodied  labourers  while  actually  employed  pre- 
paring  their  gardens  for  potatoes  or  other  crops  on  their  own  account. 
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I have  to  report  that  the  probationary  sheds  have  been  completed,  and  are  of  Skibbereen  Union, 
great  advantage.  . I propose  having  the  sewerage  of  the  workhouse  examined  and  — 
improved,  as  this  is  most  essential  to  prevent  disease  in  the  house.  A wash-house 
is  also  about  being  erected  of  timber,  in  connexion  with  the  infirmary,  to  prevent 
the  clothes  of  the  sick  being  washed  with  the  others.  Dysentery  is  rather  on  the 
increase,  but  this  may  be  attributed  to  the  severity  of  the  weather. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  18,  1848. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  of  Health  has  been  drawn  to  the  increase  of 
dysentery  in  the  Union. 

As  regards  your  observations  on  the  proposed  extension  of  out-door  relief  to  the 
able-bodied  poor  in  the  Union ; I am  to  refer  you  to  the  Commissioners’  answer 
to  your  subsequent  report  on  the  subject. 

An  extract  from  your  report  relating  to  the  erection  of  a wash-house  at  the 
infirmary,  and  the  improvement  of  the  sewerage,  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Com- 
missioners’ architect. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners: — March  17,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I went  to  JBantry  on  Monday  the  13th  instant,  and  proceeded  to  Castletown 
with  Mr.  Wilkinson,  Mr.  Crawford,  and  Mr.  Clarke,  when  a site  for  the  work- 
house  there  was  selected  and  I gave  directions  with  regard  to  the  schools. 

I returned  to  Bantry  next  day  and  inspected  the  workhouse  with  Mr.  Crawford, 
and  came  to  Skull  in  the  evening;  next  day,  Wednesday,  Mr.  Crawford  and  I 
inspected  the  auxiliary  workhouse  there,  and  gave  orders  for  the  employment  of 
the  paupers  in  that  place.  We  attended  a meeting  of  the  Relief  Committee  in 
Kilmoe,  when  Dr.  M'Cormick  was  present,  and  the  allegations  contained  in 
his  statement  to  the  Board  of  Health  were  investigated,  but  they  could  uot  he 
supported.  It  was  satisfactorily  shown  that  the  relieving  officer  had  done  his 
duty  and  afforded  relief  to  those  eligible  to  receive  it.  Destitution  in  that  district 
prevails  to  a greater  extent  than  in  any  other  we  visited. 

On  Thursday  Mr.  Crawlord  returned  with  me  to  Skibbereen  and  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  and  inspected  the  workhouse. 

From  the  increased  number  of  applicants  for  relief  in  Kilmoe,  I found  it 
necessary  to  suggest  to  the  Board  to  appoint  a relieving  officer  for  that  electoral 
division,  and  divide  the  present  district.  The  Guardians  resolved  that  the  salary 
of  the  present  relieving  officer  be  reduced  to  35 1,  and  that  West  Skull  and 
Kilmoe  have  one  each  at  least  during  the  pressure  in  these  divisions.  Mr. 
Crawford  concurs  in  this  arrangement,  as  it  is  necessary  to  have  every  attention 
given  to  the  western  part  of  the  Union  to  meet  the  numerous  cases  who  require 
relief  at  present.  An  application  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Works  for 
a supply  of  tools,  in  order  to  keep  the  able-bodied  paupers  at  Skibbereen  and 
Skull  employed. 

Insubordination  has  been  evinced  in  the  workhouse ; but  by  making  examples 
of  those  concerned,  this  will  he  checked  at  once. 

I beg  to  enclose  a copy  of  a notice,  to  the  effect  that  any  pauper  committing 
any  depredation  be  at  one  discharged — and  I hope  the  Commissioners  will  sanction 
this  ; as  being  obliged  to  send  the  male  paupers  to  sleep  in  the  stores  rented  for 
that . purpose,  they  made  several  attempts  on  their  way  to  plunder  the  bread 
sending  to  the  schools.  I have  had  these  notices  printed,  since  when  there  lias 
not  been  a repetition  of  the  kind. 

With  reference  to . the  revision  of  the  rate-hooks,  the  revisor  has  been  ordered 
to  divide  the  Union  into  districts,  and  give  notice  of  the  days  he  will  attend  in 
each  to  receive  objections,  and  have  the  names  correctly  entered  of  those  liable  for 
the  rates,  as  many  changes  have  taken  place  within  the  last  year. 

A resolution  was  adopted  to  have  the  names  of  all  persons  receiving  in-door 
and  out-door  relief  at  once  printed,  and  I shall  have  a copy  sent  to  each  landlord 
in  order  to  show  the  necessity  of  employment  being  given  in  the  Union,  to  save 
them  from  heavy  rates  and  prevent  improper  persons  receiving  relief. 

Mr.  Keane,  the  agriculturist,  has  had  four  meetings  in  the  Union,  which  were 
well  attended  by  the  farmers,  from  which  I anticipate  good  results.  On.  my  way 
to  and  from  Castletown  I found  a very  general  appearance  of  exertion  among  the 
farmers  preparing  the  land  for  potatoes. 
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Skibbereen  Union. 


Enclosure  referred  to. 

Notice. 

As  frequent  depredations  have  lately  been  committed  by  the  paupers  of  the  workhouse 
at  Skibbereen  and  Lowertown,  the  Board  of  Guardians  are  resolved  to  discharge  any  pauper 
from  the  house  at  once  who  may  be  found  committing  any  such  acts  or  not  obeying  the  orders 
of  those  placed  over  them.  , ^ „ , ... 

It  is  to  be  hoped  this  notice  will  have  the  desired  effect  of  preventing  the  like  occurrence 
in  future,  and  the  Guardians  from  being  obliged  to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect. 

Signed  by  order, 

Skibbereen,  March  9,  1 848.  J-  J-  O’  Sullivan,  Clerk  to  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  22,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  mode  adopted  for  punishing  paupers  guilty  of 
plunder  or  insubordination,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  prefer  that 
disorderly  or  refractory  paupers  should  he  punished  in  accordance  with  the 
workhouse  regulations  or  the  provisions  of  the  58th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Act. 

The  discharge  of  persons  from  a workhouse  in  a destitute  condition  may  lead  to 
melancholy  results,  for  which  the  Eoard  of  Guardians  would  not  he  held  to  be 
wholly  blameless. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  of  Health  has  been  drawn  to  the  statement  con- 
cerning Dr.  M'Cormick,  of  Kilmoe. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  23,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I proceeded  to  Skull  on  Saturday  last,  and  inspected  the  auxiliary  workhouse 
at  Lowertown,  and  found  it  much  improved,  and  the  paupers  more  amenable  to 
the  orders  of  the  assistant-master  there. 

I also  visited  Kilmoe,  and  examined  further  into  some  charges  brought  by 
Dr.  M'Cormick  against  the  relieving  officer  of  that  district ; but  in  every  case 
I found  no  cause  of  complaint,  but  that  he  had  done  his  duty  to  my  satis- 
faction. 

On  Monday  I went  to  Bantry,  where  I found  much  destitution  prevailing  in 
some  localities  and  an  increase  of  dysentery. 

In  giving  directions  to  the  persons  appointed  to  inspect  the  schools  in  that 
Union,  I desired,  when  visiting  their  districts,  that  they  should  report  any  cases 
among  the  adults  to  the  relieving  officer  that  require  his  immediate  attention,  by 
which  means  relief  would  be  afforded  to  proper  objects ; and  I have  had  circulars 
printed  for  the  guidance  of  those  inspectors,  but  not  in  any  way  to  interfere  with 
the  duties  of  the  relieving  officers,  which  will  have  a good  effect,  and  prevent 
deaths  from  destitution  or  neglect. 

I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day  in  Skibbereen,  when 
contracts  were  entered  into  for  a supply  of  provisions,  &c. ; these  we  had  on  good 
terms,  owing  to  the  Guardians  being  in  better  funds.  Contracts  for  clothing  were 
not  taken,  as  it  is  proposed  to  purchase  such  articles  as  can  be  had  in  the  Union, 
in  order  to  afford  as  much  employment  as  possible,  and  encourage  home-manu- 
factures. . 

A resolution  was  adopted  that  the  Finance  Committee  shall  not  receive  esti- 
mates for  the  support  of  more  than  the  five  hospitals  proposed  to  be  kept  open  in 
the  Union  beyond  another  fortnight,  therefore  all  the  other  hospitals  must  be 
closed  at  that  period.  I shall  endeavour  to  urge  the  Guardians  to  provide  accom- 
modation for  those  requiring  admission  from  other  districts  in  proper  time.  If  a 
few  canvas  tents  were  had,  such  as  were  sent  last  summer  from  the  Commissariat 
stores,  they  would  he  of  great  advantage. 

The  Guardians  have  resolved  that  a relieving  officer  for  Kilmoe  shall  not  at 

£ resent  be  appointed,  but  that  the  present  officer  continue  to  do  the  duty  as 
itherto,  there  and  in  West  Skull : he  is  most  efficient.  Should  it  be  found 
necessary  to  make  another  appointment,  I shall  bring  it  before  the  Guardians. 

One  of  the  rate  collectors  (John  Kelly)  did  not  attend  hist  day  with  his  books  ; 
should  he  not  attend  next  Board-day,  and  account  satisfactorily  for  this  neglect, 
I shall  recommend  his  dismissal.  I have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the 
rates  continue  to  be  well  paid,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  amount  in  the  treasurer’s 
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hand — over  32001.  The  sanitary  state  of  the  Union  is  favourable;  few  deaths  Skibbereen  Union, 
occur,  and  none  from  starvation.  A considerable  number  of  the  able-bodied 
paupers  took  their  discharge  from  the  workhouse  last  week : there  will  be  con- 
siderable employment  for  them  immediately;  and  those  landed  proprietors  who 
have  obtained  loans  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act  will  take  all  from  the 
workhouse  in  their  locality.  As  the  weather  improves  I anticipate  little  pressure. 

Over  2200  children  receive  bread  at  the  schools  at  present  through  the  bounty  of 
the  British  Association,  which  is  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  Union.  The  rate- 
payers reap  the  advantage  also,  as  from  the  commencement  these  children  receiving 
this  relief  were  struck  off  the  out-door  relief  lists,  by  which  the  expense  to  the 
Union  has  been  saved  over  2001.  a week;  and  there  is  another  great  advantage 
resulting  from  this  valuable  assistance,  the  great  saving  of  potatoe  for  seed,  which 
many  of  the  parents  would  have  been  obliged  to  consume  to  support  their  children. 

All  are  fully  sensible  of  the  bounty  conferred,  and  are  most  grateful. 

I have  great  pleasure  in  reporting  that  Captain  Gordon  is  much  better  ; he  will 
soon  be  able  to  remove  for  a short  time  for  change  of  air.  I shall  continue  to  visit 
Bantry  weekly  till  he  is  able  to  resume  his  duties  in  that  Union. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners: — March  30,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  having  received  a letter  from  Captain  Ommanney  (the  Poor  Law  Inspector 
at  Kenmare),  requesting  information  with  reference  to  the  management  of  the 
schools,  and  being  obliged  to  visit  Bantry,  I proceeded  to  Kenmare,  and  returned 
to  Bantry  on  Monday  last,  after  visiting  some  of  the  schools  and  the  workhouse 
there.  On  Tuesday  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Vice- Guardians  in  Bantry,  after 
which  I went  to  Drimoleague,  at  which  Mr.  Keane,  the  agriculturist,  had  a 
meeting,  and  delivered  a lecture ; it  was  well  attended,  and  I anticipate  much 
good  from  the  information  given  at  these  meetings  ; others  will  be  held,  through- 
out the  Union.  I proceeded  to  Skull  yesterday  and  attended  an  inquest  held  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  Margaret  Driscoll’s  death,  which  had  been  alleged  to  have 
been  from  starvation ; but  from  the  doctor’s  evidence,  this  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  the  case.  I have  forwarded  a copy  of  the  evidence  and  the  verdict  by 
this  post. 

I attended  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  when  Mr.  Som- 
merville  was  re-elected  chairman,  and  Committees  of  the  new  Guardians  were 
formed  to  have  the  business  of  the  Union  conducted  with  regularity  and 
efficiency.  In  West  Skull  the  local  Guardians  had  the  paupers  on  the  out- 
door relief  lists  brought  before  them  on  Wednesday  last  and  inspected.  This 
plan  is  intended  to  be  carried  out  generally,  which  will  be  attended  with 
advantage  and  correct  abuse.  The  accounts  are  in  a forwarded  state  of  being 
settled  preparatory  to  an  audit.  A resolution  was  adopted  to  convert  the  aux- 
iliary workhouse  at  Lowertown  into  an  hospital  for  the  western  division  of  this 
Union,  and  close  those  at  East  and  West  Skull  and  Kilmore.  This  building 
will  afford  ample  accommodation  for  that  district,  and  is  most  desirable  with 
reference  to  situation;  and,  if  necessary,  patients  can  be  sent  from  Skibbereen, 
who  may  be  removed  that  distance  with  safety. 

It  was  also  resolved  to  rent  a store  at  Leap,  about  six  miles  from  Skibbereen, 
as  an  auxiliary  workhouse  till  September  next,  to  supply  that  of  Lowertown, 
and  remove  the  paupers  there  immediately.  This  arrangement,  I conceive,  will 
be  attended  with  advantage  to  the  Union,  as  in  order  to  afford  sufficient  hospital 
accommodation  in  the  western  district,  a considerable  expense  will  have  to  be 
incurred,  which  will  be  avoided.  The  Lowertown  stores  will  contain  300  beds  if 
necessary.  Means  will  be  taken  immediately  to  concentrate  the  other  hospitals 
in  the  Union.  Although  dysentery  prevails  to  a considerable  extent,  I expect 
ample  accommodation  will  be  provided.  I laid  the  circular  before  the  Guardians 
with  reference  to  emigration  to  Australia  ; they  received  it  as  a boon,  and  have 
resolved  to  adopt  means  for  carrying  out  the  objects.  Lists  will  be  prepared  of 
those  eligible  for  free  passage  out  of  the  workhouse. 

I found  it  necessary  to  draw  up  instructions  for  the  persons  appointed  to 
inspect  the  schools  in  the  Union,  that  the  destitute  children  might  be  provided 
for  and  prevent  abuses ; and  also  that  they  should  report  any  cases  among  the 
adults  that  required  immediate  attention,  to  the  relieving  officers,  which  will 
prevent  any  suffering  by  neglect.  I beg  to  enclose  a printed  copy  herewith. 
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Skibbereen  Union. 


Enclosure. 

Instructions  to  Inspectors  of  Schools  in  the  Skibbereen  Union. 

You  shall  visit  the  several  schools  in  your  district  at  least  twice  a week,  and  see  that 
the  roll  and  register  be  correctly  kept  in  each,  according  to  the  form  given;  that  the  children 
in  attendance,  and  those  on  the  sick  list,  correspond  with  the  number  on  the  roll  receiving 
rations  that  day  ; that  no  children  over  14  be  receiving  rations,  and  those  only  of  the  destitute 
class;  that  those  children  who  were  upon  the  out-door  relief  lists  shall  be  iirst  provided  for, 
and  that  the  rules  shall  be  strictly  attended  to  by  all,  a copy  of  which  to  be  posted  in  each 
school.  A weekly  report  of  your  business  transacted  shall  accompany  the  returns  of  the 
schools  in  your  district,  and  have  all  forwarded  to  the  Poor  Law  Inspector  by  each  Monday  as 
ordered ; that  you  shall,  when  inspecting  the  schools  in  your  district,  also  visit  the  children 
who  are  on  the  sick  list,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  they  be  really  sick,  and  if  so,  that  they 
receive  the  bread  allowed  them  at  home.  You  shall  also  obtain  as  much  information  as 
possible,  of  such  cases  among  the  adults  as  require  relief,  and  are  eligible  to  receive  it  under 
the  Poor  Law,  and  report  at  once  the  names  and  place  of  residence  to  the  relieving  officer,  in 
writing,  that  he  may  examine  into  them,  and  thus  assist,  but  not  interfere  with  him  in  his 
duty,  and  prevent  deaths  by  neglect  from  starvation;  should  any  such  cases  occur,  you  will 
state  them  in  your  report  to  the  Poor  Law  Inspector,  and  give  the  particulars,  and  also  report 
generally  as  to  the  state  of  your  district.  You  will  inspect  the  bread  supplied  to  the  schools 
frequently,  and  see  that  it  is  well  baked,  and  the  proper  weight,  and  that  it  be  delivered  regu- 
larly at  the  several  schools  before  1 o’clock  each  day,  in  order  that  the  children  may  eat  their 
ration  before  leaving  the  schools. 

To  Patrick  Sullivan,  John  J.  Marshall,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

School  Inspector  for  Kilmoe. 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners: — March  31,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners  that 
I attended  an  inquest  held  at  Skull  on  the  29th  instant,  upon  the  body  of 
Margaret  Driscoll,  said  to  have  died  from  starvation,  and  beg  to  enclose  a copy  of 
the  evidence  taken,  and  also  the  statement  of  the  relieving  officer  connected  with 
the  circumstance  of  the  death  of  Peter  Driscoll,  from  which  it  appears  there  is  no 
blame  to  be  attached  to  the  relieving  officer. 

Enclosures. 

I. 

Skull,  March  13,  1848. 

I have  to  state  that  on  yesterday  it  was  reported  at  the  barrack  here  that  a woman  was 
lying  on  the  road,  convenient  to  the  town,  dead  or  dying;  when  I immediately  sent  the  con- 
stable to  inquire  about  the  matter;  he  found  her  as  stated,  being  then  quite  exhausted  and  in- 
sensible. He  had  her  removed  into  a cabin  at  hand,  and  on  our  communicating  the  matter  (o 
the  doctor  here,  he  had.  her  conveyed  to  the  hospital,  where  she  shortly  afterwards  died.  Con- 
ceiving it  to  he  a case  coming  under  the  Circular  of  18th  ultimo,  I have  made  the  inquiries 
thereby  directed,  and  find  from  the  son  of  the  deceased  (whose  name  was  Margaret  Driscoll, 
and  over  70  years  of  age),  that  till  about  six  weeks  ago  his  father  held  about  2£  acres  of 
ground  at  a place  called  Dunmanus,  the  most  wretched  in  this  district.  This  the  son  states 
was  given  up  to  the  landlord  about  the  time  mentioned,  and  that  then  the  father  applied  for 
out-door  relief,  and  was  refused  till  he  should  satisfy  the  relieving  officer  that  the  ground  had 
actually  been  given  up  as  stated.  For  this  purpose,  the  son  states,  his  father  went  about  a 
fortnight  since  to  his  former  landlord  to  obtain  a certificate  of  the  land  having  been  given  up, 
when  on  his  return  he  became  so  exhausted  (I  presume  by  inanition)  that  he  died  on  the  road, 
and  since  the  death  of  his  wife  I have  heard  that  the  certificate  required  was  found  on  him  when 
discovered. 

It  is  necessary  to  explain  that  I did  hot  hear  of  this  case  until  last  night,  when  inquiring 
relative  to  the  death  of  the  woman,  when  tlie  son  added  that  she,  too,  fell  under  precisely  similar 
circumstances,  having  been,  he  states,  repeatedly  refused  relief  till  she  produced  a like  certificate 
as  was  required  of  her  husband.  She  undertook  the  journey  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  it, 
part  of  which  the  son  states  he  carried  her  on  his  hack,  but  finding  her  exhausted  and  unable 
to  return,  he  states  he  put  her  into  an  unoccupied  house,  from  which  I presume  she  femoved 
till  found  as  already  stated.  I fear  I should  sooner  have  stated  as  directed,  that  the  place  where 
this  woman  died  was  in  the  Skibbereen  Union,  and  townland  of  Coondarrigan. 

By  directions  of  Mr.  Limirick,  the  local  magistrate  here,  1 ' have  requested  the  coroner’s 
attendance,  but  as  he.  resides  in  Bandon,  50  miles  from  here,  and  understanding  that  he  is  not 
in  the  habit  of  attending  to  requisitions  of  this  description,  from  this  part  of  his  district,  it  is 
probable  this  will  form  no  exception,  in  which  case  should  the  magistrates  hold  an  inquest,  the 
result  shall  be  communicated.  n 

Richard  W.  Clark,  2nd  Sub- Inspector. 


II. 

Skull,  March  13,  1848. 

Sub-Inspector  Clark  reports  the  death  of'  Margaret  Driscoll,  in  Skull,  on  the  12th  instant, 
whose  husband  held  about  2J  acres  of  ground,  which  he  gave  up  to  his  landlord,  and  obtained 
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a certificate,  but  died  on  his  way  from  him.  Word  was  brought  to  the  Sub- Inspector  that  the 
woman  was  dying  m the  streets  of  Skull,  when  he  had  her  removed  to  the  poor-house,  where 
she  died.  I he  husband  repeatedly  applied  for  out-door  relief,  but  was  refused  until  he  could 
produce  the  landlord  s certificate  of  surrender.  Notice  has  been  sent  to  the  coroner,  who  lives 
at  Bandon,  and  a copy  of  the  inquest  will  be  communicated. 


At  an  Inquisition  held  at  Skull  on  the  body  of  Margaret  Driscoll,  on  the  29th  March  1848 
before  John  Limirick,  Esq.,  and  Richard  B.  Hungerford,  Esq. 

Jeremiah  Driscoll,  sworn  and  examined,  depose  and  saith.— Left  Dunmanus  three  days 
before  the  death  of  deceased,  to  come  to  relieving  officer  to  get  relief,  accompanied  by  deceased 
who  told  deponent  that  if  she  (deceased)  got  a writing  from  Mr.  Swanton,  her  landlord,  to  sav 
she  gave  up  her  land  she  would  get  relief  without  going  to  the  workhouse.  They  did  proceed 
to  Mr.  Swanton’s,  and  got  from  Mr.  Swanton  a writing ; deceased  also  got  from  Mrs.  Swanton 
a pint  of  meal  and  one  penny  ; deponent  put  deceased  (his  mother)  into  a house  at  Guana- 
s'™’ where  he  boiled  the  meal  there  with  a pint  of  milk  he  also  got  from  Mrs.  Swanton 
which  pint  of  meal  and  milk  boiled,  he  gave  to  deceased  with  the  exception  of  three  spoonfulls 
he  ate  himself;  and  deponent  took  the  penny  himself;  deponent  after  leaving  his  mother  at 
Gurtnagmah,  proceeded  to  Ardmaud,  near  Skull,  where  he  slept  that  night,  and  next  day 
went  to  Dunmanus ; did  not  come  to  look  for  his  mother  until  the  following  day,  when  he  saw 
her  carrying  by  two  men  on  a hand-barrow  up  to  the  hospital  in  Skull ; saw  marks  of  violence 
on  her  person,  but  does  not  know  how  she  could  have  received  them.  Deponent  swears  that  his 
mother  did  not  give  up  the  land. 

rq-  ~ (Signed) 

(Signed)  his 

John  Limirick,  j.  p.  Jeremiah  x Driscoll. 

K.  B.  Hungerford,  j.  p.  mark. 

James^Fitzgerald , sworn  and  examined.— That  he  recollects  a woman  being  brought  info  his 
house  by  constable  Jordon  and  another  man  on  or  about  a fortnight  ago ; after  some  hesitation 
he  allowed  her  to  remain  in  his  house ; Dr.  O’Donoghue  came  in  to  see  her  and  gave  deponent 
some  money  to  get  spirits,  and  ordered  him  to  boil  some  water  with  which  he  had  her  bathed, 
and  gave  her  a small  quantity  of  spirits ; in  a short  time  afterwards  she  was  removed  to  the 
hospital ; did  not  hear  her  complain  of  any  injuries. 

n (Signed) 

(Signed)  his 

John  Limirick,  j.  p.  James  x Fitzgerald. 

R.  B.  Hungerford,  j.  p.  mark. 

Dr.  Sioeetnam,  sworn  and  examined. — On  being  called  on  by  constable  Jordon  and  another 
man,  had  the  deceased  immediately  removed  to  the  hospital,  where  she  very  shortly  after  died ; 
carefully  made  a post  mortem  examination;  saw  external  marks  of  violence,  several  incisions 
and  contusions  on  the  fore  arm,  and  on  the  knees,  and  appeared  to  have  been  recently  inflicted; 
examined  her  throat  minutely,  there  were  slight  marks  on  the  neck  not  sufficient  to  cause 
death,  and  a mark  on  the  right  eyelid ; found  in  the  stomach  and  intestines  sufficient  food  to 
support  nature,  and  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  she  did  not  die  from  starvation ; consider 
her  death  was  the  result  of  a combination  of  circumstances,  old  age,  probable  exposures  to  cold 
and  exhaustion ; the  injuries  of  themselves  (though  severe)  were  not  sufficient  to  cause  death. 

(Signed) 

(Signed)  Stephen  Sweetnam,  Surgeon. 

John  Limirick,  j.p. 

R.  B.  Hungerford,  j.  p. 


# Mr.  Robert  Swanton  sworn  and  examined. — That  deceased’s  son,  Jeremiah  Driscoll,  went  to 
his  house,  who  told  him  that  he  would  give  up  his  house  and  land  on  Duumanus ; deponent 
told  him  that  he  would  go  to  Dunmanus  on  the  next  day  to  take  up  the  possession,  but  not  to 
take  him  (deponent)  down  there,  unless  he  would  give  him  the  possession ; deponent  there 
said  that  he.  would  give  him  one  day  that  he  might  be  prepared  before  him,  but  the  said 
Jeremiah  Driscoll  then  said  that  he  had  given  up  the  land  to  his  brother.  In  about  a week 
afterwards  the  deceased  and  her  son  the  said  Jeremiah  Driscoll  came  to  deponent  and  offered 
possession  of  their  land,  when  deponent  then  gave  a ticket  to  the  relieving  officer. 

(Signed) 

(Signed)  R.  Swanton. 

John  Limirick,  j.  p. 

R.  B.  Hungerford,  j.  p. 

Verdict. 

At  an  examination  held  on  the  body  of  Margaret  Driscoll,  at  Skull,  in  the  parish  of  Skull, 
and  county  of  Cork,  before  two  of  Her  Majesty’s  justices  of  peace  for  said  county  to  ascertain 
the  cause  of  her  death  ; now  we,  being  twelve  of  the  jurors  empannelled  on  the  said  inquisition, 
find  and  present  that  the  deceased  Margaret  Driscoll  came  by  her  death  in  the  following 
manner,  viz.: — From,  old  age,  exhaustion,  and  exposure  to  cold;  and  also  find  deceased’s  son 
Jeremiah  Driscoll  has  grossly  neglected  her  two  days  before  her  death,  and  that  no  evidence 
came  before  us  as  to  how  she  received  those  wounds  which  appeared  on  her  person. 


Skibbereen  Union. 
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IV. 

Statement  of  the  Relieving  Officer. 

Shull,  March  29,  1848. 

The  man  named  Peter  Driscoll  did  apply  to  me  for  out-door  relief,  which  I refused,  knowing 
him  to  he  in  possession  of  a farm  of  land  which  he  acknowledged  to  me  when  he  made  the 
application  that  he  did  not  give  up  to  the  landlord,  and  that  he  was  residing  on  the  land,  but 
that  he  would  at  any  moment  it  would  be  demanded.  I then  told  him  that  on  his  producing 
me  a certificate  from  the  landlord  of  his  giving  up  the  possession,  that  I would  give  him  out- 
door relief,  he  being  old  and  infirm.  I heard  nothing  about  him  after  till  I heard,  that  he  was 
carried  dead  to  the  town  of  Skull,  he  having  died,  as  I am  informed,  on  his  way  to  Robert 
Swanton,  Esq.,  the  agent  to  the  property,  to  surrender  the  land  to  him.  At  the  house  of 
Patrick  Driscoll,  of  Ratravane,  where  he  was  in  the  habit  of  stopping  some  days  occasionally, 
Patrick  Driscoll  told  me  that  Driscoll  was  at  his  house  eight  days  before  he  died,  and  that 
every  care  and  attention  was  paid  him  in  food  and  other  necessaries.  Patrick  Driscoll  seems  to 
be  a comfortable  farmer,  and,  he  tells  me,  a near  relative  of  the  deceased,  Driscoll.  He  also 
says  that  he,  the  deceased,  did  not  go  to  Mr.  Swanton’s ; I have  also  learned  that  a son  of  both 
the  deceased  Driscolls  is  at  present  residing  with  Patrick  Driscoll,  of  Ratravane,  where  Driscoll 
died ; immediately  after  Driscoll’s  death  his  wife  Margaret  Driscoll  did  apply  for  out-door 
relief,  and  told  me  her  husband  was  dead,  and  also  the  circumstances  relative  to  his  death.  I 
then  inquired  if  she  or  he  had  given  up  the  land,  to  which  she  replied,  that  they  did  not,  but 
that  he  went  to  give  it  up.  I then  told  her  that  she  could  not  be  relieved  either  inside  or  out- 
side the  workhouse  as  long  as  she  held  the  land.  She  then  requested  me  to  write  a note  t.o 
Mr.  Swanton,  that  she  may  send  it  to  him,  informing  him  of  her  destitution,  and  also  of  the 
death  of  her  husband,  and  that  she  would  give  up  the  land,  which  I did ; during  eight  or  ten 
days  after  I heard  nothing  more  about  her  until  her  son  brought  me  a note  from  Mr.  Swanton, 
saying  that  her  son  told  him  that  she  gave  possession  to  another  son  a few  days  previous;  I 
then  inquired  where  Margaret  Driscoll  was,  and  he  told  me  at  Gurtuagruah,  in  East  Skull, 
seven  miles  from  West  Skull;  I was  then  on  my  car  going  to  visit  other  destitute  cases  by 
appointment  with  them. 

Mr.  Robert  Swanton’s  testimony  at  the  inquest,  and  also  her  son’s  testimony  there,  will  show 
that  the  land  has  not  been  given  up  by  either  the  late  Margaret  Driscoll  or  her  husband ; con- 
sequently I could  not  give  them  relief  or  place  their  names  on  my  books  as  applicants  for 
relief. 

The  man  named  Peter  Driscoll  never  went  to  Mr.  Swanton,  but  went  to  a friend’s  house  at 
Ratravane,  where  he  died  ; he  did  not  die  on  the  road.  The  above  is  a portion  of  his  son’s 
testimony  at  the  inquest  held  at  Skull,  the  29th  March,  1848. 

Wm.  O.  D.  Williamson. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington: — April  11,  184.8. 

With  reference  to  the  communication  referred  to  the  Commissioners  on 
the  21st  ultimo,  relating  to  the  death  of  Margaret  and  Peter  Driscoll  in  the 
Skibbereen  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith  for 
the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  a copy  of  a report  which 
they  have  received  from  Mr.  Marshall,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  on  the 
subject. 

1 am  at  the  same  time  to  observe  as  regards  the  case  of  Margaret  Driscoll,  that 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  Constabulary  Inspector’s  report  of  the  case  is  borne  out 
by  the  evidence.  Neither  does  the  verdict  of  the  jury  state  that  her  death  occurred 
from  starvation. 

With  reference  to  the  case  of  Peter  Driscoll,  it  appears  that  he  held  land  which 
was  not  given  up,  and  which  it  would  appear  he  did  not  cease  to  occupy. 

It  is  stated  that  lie  died  in  a friend’s  house  where  he  had  lieen  for  eight  davs 
and  where  every  care  was  taken  of  him.  b ' 


Mr.  Marshall  to  the  Commissioners  -.—April  7,  1848. 

I attended  a meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee  in  Skibhereen  on 
Wednesday,  when  the  accounts  of  the  Tullagh  and  Caharagh  Hospitals  were 
examined  and  passed.  , 

In  the  evening  I went  to  Ballydehob  and  Skull,  to  examine  the  schools  there, 
and  1 was  glad  to  find  the  people  extremely  busy  in  the  western  part  of  the 
Union  planting  potatoes  and  preparing  the  land  for  crops. 

Dysentery  prevails  in  that  district  to  an  alarming  extent  at  present,  and  not 
confined  to  the  lower  classes.  Arrangements  are  made  to  remove  the  paupers  from 
the  Lowertown  store  in  this  week,  in  order  to  have  that  building  available  for  the 
reception  of  fever  and  dysentery  patients  at  once. 
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CASTLEBAR  UNION. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners: — February  4,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  my  report  of  the  23rd  January,  relating  to  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  Castlebar  Union,  and  stating  that  application  had  been  made  to  Count 
Strzelecki  for  an  advance  of  300/.  from  the  funds  of  the  British  Association, 
to  enable  the  Vice-Guardians  to  continue  the  relief  afforded  to  the  destitute 
poor  in  the  Union  (which  has  been  duly  received  in  provision  from  the  Com- 
missariat stores,  and  issued)  ; also  desiring  to  be  informed  whether  I am  able 
to  certify  that  the  rate-pay ers  of  the  Union  will  not  be  able  to  meet  their 
liabilities,  and  that  they  are  making  such  exertion  as  can  reasonably  be  expected 
from  them,  and  requesting  me  to  report  specially  on  the  following  points : — 

1 st.  What  is  the  sum  total  of  the  poor-rates  paid  in  the  Castlebar  Union 
since  the  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed,  and  to  how  many  shillings  in  the 
pound  on  the  net  annual  value  does  it  amount? 

2ndly.  What  is  the  obstacle  to  the  rate  being  collected  ? Is  it  that  there 
is  negligence  or  dishonesty  in  collectors  or  rate-payers  ? Is  it  that  the  crops 
have  failed  ? Are  the  means  of  the  proprietors  and  occupiers  exhausted,  or 
likely  soon  to  be  exhausted;  and  if  so,  how  is  this  proved? 

I beg  to  state  that  I am  not  able  to  certify  that  the  rate-payers  in  the  Union 
will  not  be  able  to  meet  their  liabilities,  so  far  as  the  rate  now  in  course  of 
collection  is  concerned  ; but  I am  of  opinion  that  they  will  not  be  able  to  meet 
the  lull  weight  of  the  enormous  burden  of  destitution  now  pressing  upon  the 
Union  funds ; and  the  consideration  of  this  question  I am  desirous  to  keep 
distinct  from  the  subject  of  this  rate,  which  I think  ought  to  be  exacted,  and 
to  meet  which  I cannot  certify  that  reasonable  exertion  has  been  made  by  the 
majority  of  the  rate-payers. 

The  amount  of  the  rate  collected,  as  shown  by  the  collectors’  books  at  the 
last  examination,  was  1640/.  11.?.  1 |d.,  or  about  7hd.  in  the  pound  on  the  net 
annual  value  of  the  Union,  but  a further  sum  has  been  obtained  since. 

The  collectors’  books  have  been  a little  more  than  three  months  in  his  hands ; 
they  were  given  over  at  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  October  last.  Weekly 
examinations  of  his  accounts  have  taken  place  since  the  19th  November. 
There  has  been  some  negligence  on  his  part  in  completing  detailed  accounts, 
and  omissions  in  technical  points,  mentioned  in  my  reports  ; but  I believe  this 
has  not  been  wilful.  These  matters  have  however  contributed  to  delay  the 
collection,  and  have  given  an  opportunity  to  parties  anxious  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  occasion,  to  defer  payment  of  the  rate. 

I am  not  in  a position  to  say  that  there  has  been  dishonesty  on  the  part  of 
the  rate-payers  ; but  a great  disinclination  to  pay  the  demand  made  upon  them 
has  been  shown  by  many,  rendering  a recourse  to  legal  measures  necessary  for 
enforcing  the  collection.  A number  of  cases,  as  the  Commissioners  are  aware, 
of  defalcation  on  the  part  of  immediate  lessors,  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
solicitor  of  the  Union,  who  is  taking  the  necessary  measures  to  obtain  payment; 
and.  other  parties  have  been  summoned  by  the  collector,  and  decrees  obtained, 
which  sufficiently  prove  the  existence  of  this  disinclination ; and  I fear  that 
such  measures  as  these  must  be  resorted  to  throughout,  to  obtain  the  portion 
of  the  rate  now  unpaid. 

With  regard  to  the  causes  of  this  inclination,  the  complaints  on  the  part  of 
the  immediate  lessors  are,  that  the  rate-books  are  incorrect,  that  the  lessor  has 
been  charged  with  the  rate  in  cases  when  the  occupier  holds  under  lease,  and 
in  some  instances  when  the  land  is  not  the  property  of  the  individual  at  all. 
They  have  not  availed  themselves,  however,  of  the  remedy  pointed  out  by  law", 
viz.,  by  an  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions ; and  the  Vice-Guardians  have  no 
power  to  alter  the  rate-books.  The  rate-payers  (householders)  in  the  town  say 
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Castlebar  Union,  ft  is  hard  they  should  pay  a new  rate  whilst  the  arrears  of  an  old  one  remain 
uncollected,  as  they  assert.  The  burden  thus  falls  doubly  upon  them ; and 
the  occupiers  in  the  rural  districts  plead  their  utter  inability  to  meet  the 
demand,  in  consequence  of  the  losses  they  sustained  in  the  failure  oi  the  potato 
crop.  With  respect  to  the  grievance  alleged  by  the  householders,  the  arrears 
of  the  former  rate  have  been  brought  forward,  and  payment  enforced,  with  the 
collection  of  the  present  rate.  And  with  regard  to  the  rural  occupiers,  there 
are  some  undoubtedly  who  have  not  the  ability  to  pay  the  rate  ; but  there  are 
others  who  take  advantage  of  this  fact  to  urge  the  same  excuse,  though  fully 
able  to  meet  the  demand. 

That  the  rate-books  require  a revision  cannot  be  doubted,  and  it  is  most 
desirable  that  such  revision  should  take  place  before  a new  rate  is  struck ; but 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  apply  a remedy  in  the  present 
instance,  the  parties  aggrieved  having  neglected  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
course  pointed  out  by  law.  There  is,  therefore,  no  alternative  but  to  enforce 
the  collection  by  all  legal  means,  and  such  a course  is  now  in  operation. 

The  rate  now  in  course  of  collection  varies  from  3s.  Id.  in  the  pound,  in 
some  electoral  divisions,  to  4s.  7d.  and  5 s.  in  others ; and  supposing  that  nearly 
the  whole  of  it  is  collected — which,  under  all  circumstances,  cannot  be  ex- 
pected— it  would  only  suffice,  after  paying  off  50  per  cent,  of  the  liabilities 
incurred  by  the  former  Board  of  Guardians,  and  the  debts  in  full  contracted 
since,  to  liquidate  the  expense  of  establishment,  salaries  of  officers,  and  main- 
tenance of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  for  a few  weeks,  as  detailed  in  my 
report  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  leaving  the  cost  of  the  out-door  relief  unprovided  for. 

The  expenditure  of  the  Union  for  out-door  relief  now  amounts  to  about 
350/.  per  week,  so  that  another  rate  of  at  least  5s.  in  the  pound  would  be 
required  to  meet  this  and  the  balance  of  former  liabilities  for  the  next  seven 
months ; leaving  still  two  out  of  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the  signing  of 
the  collector’s  warrant  in  October  last,  of  both  in-door  and  out-door  relief 
unprovided  for,  although  for  the  expenses  of  ten  months,  rates  varying  from 
85.  to  10s.  in  the  pound  will  have  been  struck ; and  this  without  raising  one 
penny  to  meet  the  charges  on  the  Union  for  sums  advanced  by  Government 
for  building,  or  for  advances  made  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act. 

Whilst,  therefore,  I am  of  opinion  that  the  rate  now  in  course  of  collection 
should  be  enforced,  as  the  poundage  is  not  so  heavy  as  to  cause  serious  incon- 
venience, I do  not  think  the  district  could  meet  the  whole  burden  of  the  des- 
titution thrown  upon  it,  if  it  is  to  fall  altogether  on  the  Union  funds. 

I am  anxious  at  the  same  time  that  it  should  be  understood,  that  I mean  only 
so  far  as  the  Union  funds  are  concerned,  because  I am  satisfied  that  the  Union 
contains  ample  room  for  remunerative  and  productive  employment — by 
reclamation  of  waste  lands,  deepening  of  rivers,  surface  drainage,  sub-soiling, 
fencing,  improved  cultivation — by  which  the  able-bodied  could  be  employed 
now ; and  in  the  event  of  these  capabilities  being  handled  in  a judicious 
manner,  permanent  good  would  be  obtained,  the  condition  of  the  lower  classes 
raised,  and  a recurrence  of  the  periodical  distress  which,  before  the  present 
famine  raged,  was  felt  in  this  part  of  Ireland,  prevented. 

The  majority  of  the  proprietors,  however,  are  not  in  a position  to  make 
these  extensive  improvements  at  the  present  time.  Many  of  the  estates  are 
under  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  others  weighed  down  by  debt  and  incum- 
brances. 

The  tradespeople  have  also  been  affected  by  the  badness  of  the  times, 
rendering  them  less  able  to  meet  their  burdens ; many  have  left  the  country 
for  America,  and  some  of  the  more  comfortable  class  of  small  farmers  have 
followed  their  example ; and  in  a district  like  this,  so  entirely  dependent 
heretofore  upon  the  potato,  it  need  not  be  stated  that  the  loss  of  that  crop 
pressed  heavily  upon  those  who  remained ; and  that  the  revolution  in  agricul- 
tural arrangements  caused  thereby,  is  of  too  recent  a date  to  have  yet  permitted 
matters  to  right  themselves  by  the  opening  of  new  channels  of  production. 

Under  these  circumstances,  when  after  struggling  for  some  weeks  to  provide 

weekly  provision  orders  for  out-door  relief,  without  the  means  of  meeting 
the  contractors’  bills  for  the  same ; with  liabilities  to  the  amount  of  1500/. 
(since  increased)  incurred  since  the  present  rate  was  struck,  and  the  debts  of 
the  former.  Board  pressing  upon  the  Vice-Guardians ; knowing  the  efforts  they 
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were  making  for  obtaining  funds  from  the  rate-payers,  and  that  the  le^al 
processes  which  had  been  resorted  to  would  be  tedious,  and  that  each  day  was 
adding  to  the  difficulties  of  their  position — I felt  called  upon  to  make  an  appeal 
to  the  Commissioners,  and  to  certify  " that  the  Vice-Guardians  having  made 
every  effort  in  working  out  their  arrangements,  the  extent  of  the  distress  really 
exceeded  their  powers  duly  and  fully  exerted conceiving  that,  concurrent 
with  their  efforts  for  enforcing  the  collection  by  all  the  legal  means  in  their 
power  (which  measures  had  been  put  in  operation,  are  now  going  on,  and  will 
be  continued  until  the  amount  of  the  rate  has  been  obtained),  assistance  might 
be  given,  instead  of  such  aid  being  deferred  until  the  lapse  of  some  months 
hence,  when  an  enormous  amount  of  debt  would  have  been  accumulated  (even 
if  the  contractors  would  have  advanced  supplies,  a matter  scarcely  to  be 
anticipated),  as  a considerable  period  must  necessarily  elapse  before  the  greater 
part  of  the  rate  can  be  collected,  there  being  but  one  collector  in  the  Union, 
the  law  proceedings  being  tedious,  and  the  decrees  requiring  time  for  their 
execution  ; and  I still  beg  respectfully  to  submit  that  such  assistance,  however 
limited  it  might  be,  would  be  of  infinite  value  at  the  present  moment,  and 
would  not  be  permitted  to  act  as  a clog  upon  the  collection,  or  an  excuse  for 
evading  the  rate. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  7,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  a copy  of  a letter  addressed 
to  our  solicitor  by  the  Earl  of  Lucan ; and  as  some  facts  of  his  Lordship’s 
observations  can  be  explained  by  the  letters  of  Mr.  O’Donel,  we  forward  copies 
of  them  also.  In  the  matter  of  Mr.  Lynch,  of  Partly,  alluded  to  by  Lord 
Lucan,  if  any  arbitration  has  been  entered  into  or  acted  upon,  it  has  been  done 
without  our  advice  or  consent ; from  the  hour  the  rate-books  were  signed,  we 
have,  whenever  objections  have  been  spoken  of  by  rate-payers,  clearly  and 
openly  disavowed  our  possesssng  any  authority  or  privilege  of  making  the 
slightest  alteration  in  them  ; and  when,  on  the  22nd  ultimo,  Mr.  Lynch  waited 
on  the  Board  in  Ballinrobe,  and  required  the  Chairman  to  adjust  some  cases  of 
rating  objected  to  by  Mr.  Lynch,  the  Chairman  stated  that  that  was  the  first 
intimation  he  had  received  of  such  a mode  of  alteration  having  been  agreed  on ; 
and  as  Mr.  Lynch  had  appealed,  and  even  caused  his  notice  of  appeal  to  be 
printed  and  circulated  through  the  country,  he  ought  to  have  abided  by  the 
remedy  he  had  chosen ; and  the  Chairman  refused  to  go  into  any  investigation, 
or  being  a party  in  any  way  to  a private  adjustment.  Dr.  Dempster,  the 
Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  then  said  he  would  adjust  the  objections  in 
his  own  office,  and  retired  with  Mr.  Lynch ; and  since  that  time  there  has  not 
been  any  further  communication  with  us  on  the  subject.  Upon  that  occasion 
the  Chairman  asked  Dr.  Dempster,  had  the  Commissioners  sanctioned  his  arbi- 
trating so  important  a matter  ? Pie  replied  that  he  considered  himself  author- 
ized ; and  on  being  requested  to  show  the  authority  on  which  he  acted,  he  said 
he  had  written  to  the  Commissioners  offering  his  services  in  the  matter  as  an 
arbitrator,  and  as  his  offer  was  not  declined,  he  considered  silence  gave  consent. 
If,  therefore,  the  collector  has  received  any  directions  to  abate  part  of  the 
claims  on  Mr.  Lynch,  as  set  forth  in  his  collecting  Look,  such  directions  have 
not  emanated  from  us. 

Lord  Lucan’s  observations  respecting  our  having  founded  the  present  rating 
on  the  valuation,  as  set  forth  in  the  last  rate-books,  are  not  very  happy.  The 
Union  was  originally  valued  by  Charles  O’Malley  and  James  Lynch : on  this 
valuation  a rate  was  struck ; and  prior  to  the  second  rate,  Mr.  John  Sheridan 
was  appointed  to  revise  the  Union,  and  this  is  the  revision  Lord  Lucan  stigma- 
tizes as  so  generally  incorrect,  and  so  false  and  fallacious  throughout,  that  it 
would  be  found  impossible  to  act  upon  it ; and  yet  Lord  Lucan  and  the  Board 
of  Guardians  re-appoint  the  author  of  this  false  and  fallacious  revision,  to  mis- 
lead them  over  again,  and  abuses  us  for  not  having  done  an  impossibility — not 
having  acted  on  a document  which  was  not  completed  when  we  demanded  it ; 
and  when  said  to  be  completed,  was  refused  to  be  delivered  to  us  unless  we 
paid  for  it,  although  it  was  notorious  we  had  not  a shilling  of  the  money  of  the 
Union  at  our  command. 
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On  the  point  of  Lord  Lucan’s  agents  haying  fruitlessly  endeavoured  to  obtain 
an  inspection  of  the  rate-books,  we  beg  to  transmit  a report  from  the  clerk, 
which  we  believe  is  correct. 

His  Lordship’s  letter  is  so  unnecessarily  vituperative  and  offensive,  that  we' 
would  have  declined  subjecting  you  to  the  annoyance  of  reading  so  passionate 
and  indecorous  a production,  but  as  in  the  last  paragraph  his  Lordship  states 
his  intention  of  repeating  his  offer  to  refer  (we  suppose  the  subject  to  arbitra- 
tion), and  in  the  event  of  its  being  declined,  and  the  case  being  brought  into  a 
court  of  justice,  defending  himself  to  the  last,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  lay  it  before 
you.  His  Lordship’s  reply  to  Mr.  O’Donel’s  first  letter  is  already  before  you. 


Enclosures. 

Mr.  O’Donel  to  the  Earl  of  Lucan  : — January  12,  1848. 

I have  received  instructions  from  the  paid  officers  acting  in  execution  of  the  duties  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Castlebar  Union  to  apply  to  your  Lordship  for  payment,  of  the 
sum  of  692 1.  4s.  2 id.,  being  the  amount  of  poor-rates  claimed  to  be  due  by  your  Lordship 
to  them  on  foot  of  the  rate-book,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been,  as  I understand,  furnished 
to  your  agent.  I am  further  instructed  to  request  your  Lordship’s  earliest  attention  to  this 
application,  as  the  exigency  in  which  the  Guardians  find  themselves  placed  by  the  numerous 
and  urgent  pecuniary  demands  upon  them  admits  of  no  alternative  but  to  press  upon  the 
several  persons  charged  with  the  rates  the  necessity  of  immediate  payment. 

The  urgency  in  which  the  paid  Guardians  find  themselves  placed  is  so  great,  that  I am 
reluctantly  obliged  without  waiting  for  your  Lordship’s  answer  to  this  application,  to  request, 
that  if  your  Lordship  feels  bound  to  dispute  the  legality  of  their  demand,  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  instruct  your  solicitor  to  receive  on  your  Lordship’s  part,  the  necessary  legal  process  to 
bring  the  dispute  to  an  issue. 


Mr.  O’Donel  to  the  Earl  of  Lucan  -.—January  25,  1848. 

i -*u  • \ "AVK  ,tllle  h°n0ur  t0  *cknowledge  receipt  of  your  Lordship’s  letter  of  tho 
loth  instant,  and  beg  to  state  that,  m compliance  with  the  directions  it  contained,  I did  not 
tail  to  forward  a copy  of  your  Lordship’s  letter  to  the  paid  Guardians  of  this  Union,  who 
transmitted  that  copy  for  the  consideration  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

. c wonld  aPPeai‘ lhat  vour  Lordship  labours  under  a misconception,  as  the  paid  Guardians 
inform  me  that  the  particulars  of  the  rates  in  question  were  furnished  long  since  to  Mr 

ChSrSanVlheLBodaihdPS  Wh°  SubseTient,y  Produced  these  bills  of  particulars  to  the 

fe?' ?at  y°uf.  Loi;dshiP  must  have  been  aware  of  the  reasons  which  com- 
pelled them  to  adopt  the  valuation,  &c.,  contained  m the  old  books  which  had  been  previously 
fficT  h "artL  Lwtund^r^  "'bich  ^our  Lordship,  I believe,  was  chairmaifZ  Z 

vHJSl SwSo so,ne  <hsc,,S3,on  betw““ yom' Lor‘lship “4 *h»  ow*—  °f 

Vour  Lordship,  if  aggrieved  by  the  rate,  not  having  deemed  it  prudent  or  expedient  to  avail 
yoniself  by  appeal  ol  the  only  mode  of  redress  pointed  out  by  the  Poor  Law  Acts  aud  for 
whtch  abundant  Urn,  had  been  afforded,  tire  paid  Guardians  feel  that  they  hTve  no 

bflhfstitute  P ’°  °f  the  ra,es  ^ usi"g  the  P»werS  given  them 

conoOTmd.11""  C°°olusio11  tlle  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have,  by  their  letter  of  the  22nd  just.. 
May  I,  therefore,  request  that  your  Lordship  will  be  good  enou.h  either  to  direet  imme 
an  2rL7lo1n^%:re"Lgairl ^ I2t»  »r  refer  me  ,0 


The  Earl  of  Lucan  to  Mr.  O'Donel  -.—January  29,  1848. 
v'Tl  .71  a°.k"Tledg?  fbo/ooeipt  »f  jour  letter  of  the  25th  instant, 
rate  to  any  ^ H—  me  for  poor 

instructed  as  vou  are  hv  Mr  'Tortola*,*  u ■ °nS,  ? ttle.  * 00r  Law  Act,  is  no  surprise  to  me, 
evinced  the  same  spirit  of  litigation.  I’a'mtoldTa'a  refere^  ” haS  80  consistently 

moniously  declined  was  in  the  case  of  Mr  Lynch  of  pZrl  T?"  006  ™W, 80  "TT 

sanction,  if  not  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Poo,  Law ^Commfssion’erf  UP°"  J 

that  only  TPMting  ‘he  of  the  rates ; I am  assured 
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I am  aware  that  at  my  instance  a list  of  objections,  prepared  with  much  labour  and  care  by 
myself,  was  furnished  to  Mr.  Lecky,  who  declined  to  consider  or  examine  it,  although  that 
gentleman  had  assured  me  that  it  was  his  intention  to  act  fairly,  and  only  to  press  honest  and 
legitimate  demands.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  paid  Guardians,  at.  a private  visit  they  paid  to 
me,  did  mention  the  circumstances  which  had  induced  them  to  continue  the  old  valuation,  though 
condemned  and  discarded  by  the  former  Board  of  Guardians;  and  I told  those  gentlemen  that 
I considered  it  most  unfortunate,  for  they  would  very  soon  discover,  if  it  was  not  already  well 
known  to  them,  that  it  was  so  generally  incorrect,  and  so  false  and  fallacious  throughout,  that 
it  would  be  found  impossible  to  act  upon  it.  On  such  an  occasion  I was  not  called  upon  to  say 
more,  indeed  ordinary  civility  forbad  my  doing  so ; but  your  observation  forces  me  to  state  that 
I consider  the  paid  Guardians,  in  striking  a rate  on  a valuation  notoriously  false  and  fallacious,- 
and  one  already  condemned,  acted  most  arbitrarily,  most,  unjustly,  and  quite  contrary  to  law. 
Such  a proceeding  is  unjustifiable;  but  these  gentlemen  cannot  pretend  to  an  ordinary  excuse 
for  conduct  so  illegal  and  extraordinary;  the  revised  valuation  was,  as  I am  informed,  actually 
offered  to  them,  and  without  payment,  and  they  rejected  it  because  the  valuator  had,  I think, 
wrongly  insisted  upon  previous  payment  only  a few  days  antecedent.  In  England  a rate  struck 
under  such  circumstances  must  be  instantly  quashed ; in  Ireland  it.  is  attempted  to  extort  the 
most  groundless  and  most  extravagant  demands  under  it,  and  by  paid  Guardians  who  are  as 
conversant  with  the  falsity  of  the  valuation  as  the  rest  of  the  public,  and  who  profess  and  pro- 
mise to  act  with  fairness  and  justice. 

It  is  droll  to  be  reminded  that  the  Board  of  which  I was  chairman,  had  acted  upon  this 
valuation,  when  that  Board  (which  by  the  by  I never  once  attended)  was  actually  dismissed 
because  it  refused  to  do  so,  because  it  refused  to  comply  with  Mr.  Twislelon’s  mandates, 
and  to  enforce  by  law,  against  their  convictions  and  against  their  consciences,  rates  that  they 
stated  they  knew  to  be  wrong  and  improper ; and  when  it  is  recollected  that  Mr.  Twisleton, 
most  wantonly  and  most,  offensively  naming  me  as  a great  defaulter,  though  aware  that,  all  I 
fairly  owed  had  been  paid,  positively  charged  the  Board  with  corruption  in  not  prosecuting 
claims  against  members  of  its  own  body  which  they  knew  and  had  declared  to  be  ill-founded. 
This  valuation  would  long  previously  have  been  set  aside,  but  for  Mr.  Gulston’s  assuring  me 
that  the  errors  respecting  the  immediate  lessors  would  be  remedied  by  resorting  to  the  laud; 
and  this  is  the  law  at  the  present  time,  a course  just  to  all  parties,  but  not  the  less  most  con- 
sistently rejected  by  Mr.  Twisleton. 

Y ou  with  great  simplicity  call  upon  me  to  direct  immediate  payment  of  the  gross  amount  of 
rates  claimed  by  you,  and  which  you,  Mr.  Twisleton,  the  paid  Guardians,  and  Captain  Farren, 
who  is  said  to  be  the  principal  instigator  of  these  proceedings,  know  full  well  I do  not  owe,  or  to 
refer  you  to  an  attorney  to  receive  legal  process;  1 shall  at  the  present  time  adopt  neither  of 
these  courses.  I decline  to  pay  for  houses  that  do  not  exist,  for  lands  that  do  not  belong  to 
me,  or  for  holdings  under  41.  value  where  I am  not  the  immediate  lessor.  I can  as  ill  afford 
as  the  Union  wantonly  to  embark  in  unnecessary,  costly,  and  disgusting  litigation.  I deny  the 
right  of  Mr.  Twisleton,  through  his  nominees,  citing  me  to  a court  of  law,  in  the  hope,  contrary 
to  all  common  honesty,  of  extorting  from  me  moneys  which  he  and  they  know  I do  not  owe, 
but  trusting  to  establish  their  unfounded  claims  through  the  accidental  omission  of  some  form 
given  for  protection  and  defence.  I protest  against  conduct  on  the  part  of  gentlemen,  the  paid 
servants  of  the  public,  so  harassing  to  the  individual,  and  so  odious  as  naturally  to  excite  oppo- 
sition to  a law  I am  most,  anxious  by  precept  and  example  to  support. 

I shall,  at  whatever  inconvenience  to  myself,  immediately  repair  to  Ireland,  and  shall  endea- 
vour to  adjust  these  claims ; if  one  shilling,  contrary  to  my  anxiously  repeated  injunctions,  is 
accidentally  still  owing,  it  shall  be  at  once  discharged.  I shall  repeat  my  offer  to  refer.  If  I 
am,  notwithstanding  all  my  efforts  to  avoid  it,  dragged  into  a court  of  justice,  I must  and  shall 
defend  myself  to  the  last ; if  I am  robbed  according  to  law,  the  consequences  cannot  fail  to 
secure  the  amendment  of  a law  found  to  be  outrageously  unjust  and  oppressive,  although  so 
lately  out  of  the  hands  of  Mr.  Twisleton,  its  author  and  administrator. 


The  clerk  reports  that  on  Tuesday,  the  25th  of  January  last,  after  leaving  his  office  at 
the  workhouse,  where  he  had  been  making  up  his  minutes,  he  went  to  the  Vice-Guardians’ 
house  and  took  with  him  some  letters  for  the  Commissioners,  which  he  took  to  the  post-office 
and  posted,  and  then  went  home  to  breakfast.  In  some  time  after  Captain  Farren,  Temporary 
Poor  Law  Inspector,  called  on  the  clerk  at  his  house,  and  handed  him  two  bundles  of  papers 
containing  lists  of  names  of  the  several  persons  in  some  of  the  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union 
who  were  receiving  out-door  relief,  and  asked  him  up  to  the  printing  offices : that  he  went  with 
Captain  Farren  to  the  “ Constitution”  newspaper  office,  where  they  left  some  of  the  lists  with 
directions,  and  from  thence  to  the  "Telegraph”  office  with  other  lists,  which  the  clerk,  by 
direction  of  Captain  Farren,  left  at  the  “ Constitution”  office  again. 

On  the  following  morning  (Wednesday),  as  the  clerk  was  returning  from  the  post-office,  he 
met  Mr.  William  Young  (under  agent  to  Lord  Lucan),  who  said  that  lie  was  coming  up  from 
the  workhouse  where  he  had  been  to  see  the  rate  books  : the  clerk' said  that  he  was  just  return- 
ing from  the  post-office  and  had  not  then  breakfasted ; Mr.  Young  took  and  looked  at  his 
watch,  and  named  an  hour  he  would  meet  the  clerk  after  his  breakfast  at  the  workhouse. 

The  clerk  shortly  after  went  to  the  workhouse,  where  he  furnished  Mr.  Young  and  Mr. 
Richard  Gallagher,  Lord  Lucan’s  clerk,  with  all  the  rate  books  which  they  called  for,  and  they 
remained  until  evening  taking  abstracts.  They  came  the  next  morning  (Thursday),  and  re- 


Castlebar  Union. 
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Castlebar  Union,  mained  until  about  12  o’clock,  Mr.  Gallagher  being  obliged  to  attend  the  Potty  Sessions  Court, 
' of  which  he  is  the  clerk. 

They  also  attended  on  the  next  day,  Friday,  and  remained  until  evening,  and  also  on  the 
Tuesday  following,  during  all  which  time  they  were  well  pleased  with  the  attention  and  civility 
of  the  clerk,  who  furnished  them  with  pens,  ink,  & c.,  and  with  the  old  and  new  rate  books, 
and  they  expressed  themselves  well  pleased  (particularly  Mr.  Young)  when  leaving  the  Board- 
room  on  Tuesday,  the  clerk  having  expressed  his  willingness  to  afford  them  at  any  time  everv 
attention  in  producing,  the  books,  &c.,  when  required. 

Patrick  Flinn, 

February  6,  1848.  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — Februai'y  8,  1848. 

Yesterday  we  had  the  honour  of  forwarding  to  you  copies  of  the  cor- 
respondence which  has  taken  place  between  our  solicitor  and  the  Earl  of  Lucan, 
on  the  subject  of  the  amount  of  poor  rate  due  by  his  lordship  in  this  Union. 
Mr.  O’Donel  has  handed  us  a copy  of  his  reply  to  Lord  Lucan’s  last  letter,  which 
we  think  it  right  to  lay  before  you. 

Enclosuke. 

Mr.  O’Donel  to  the  Earl  of  Lucan  : — February  7,  1848. 

Your  lordship’s  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  the  receipt  of  which  I have  the  honour  to 
acknowledge,  is  written  in  such  a tone  of  invective,  and  casts  so  many  serious  imputations  upon 
the  acts  and  intentions  of  the  officers  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  law  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  in  this  Union,  in  language  as  unmeasured  as  I believe  it  to  bo  undeserved,  that  I 
cannot  regret  it  should  form  no  part  of  my  duty  to  reply  to  it  in  detail. 

As  the  law  does  not  sanction  an  arbitration  such  as  your  lordship  desired,  the  proposal  to 
arbitrate  was  one  which  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  or  I helievo  of  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners,  to  accede  to,  and  I think  it  will  be  found  that  in  no  similar  instance  has 
such  a course  been  adopted  or  sanctioned  by  them. 

Your  lordship  has  been  pleased  to  say  that  I have  demanded  payment  of  a sum  “which  I 
&c.,  know  you  did  not  owe.”  In  answering  this  charge  I have  only  to  observe  that,  save  by 
the  statements  contained  in  the  two  letters  your  lordship  favoured  me  with,  I know  nothin^  of 
the  injustice  of  that  demand,  opposed  to  which  claim  to  exemption  on  your  part  stand  the  "rate 
books,  made  out  and  struck  in  October  last ; and  although  your  lordship  was  here  in  November, 
and  aware,  as  you  have  proclaimed,  of  the  alleged  false  basis  upon  tvhich  they,  as  well  as  the 
previous  rates,  were  framed ; yet  your  lordship,  aware  of  all  this  impending  injustice,  and  no 
doubt  also  aware  of  the  relief  that  could  be  afforded  you  by  appeal  to  the  then  following 
January  quarter  sessions,  did  not  deem  it  proper  to  have  recourse  to  that  tribunal  for  protection 
and  redress.  1 

I have  delayed  a few  days  in  forwarding  this  letter  in  order  to  ascertain  if  the  Vice-Guardians 
had  auy  further  instructions  to  give,  and  not  having  received  any,  I have  only  to  inform  vQur 
lordship  that  I must  proceed  for  the  recovery  of  the  rates  remaining  unpaid.  3 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  11,  1848. 

, , _f.HE  Commissioners  desire  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  reports 
r ms*ant>  referring  to  correspondence  between  your  solicitor, 
Mr.  Manus  L.  O Donel  and  the  Earl  of  Lucan,  with  respect  to  your  notice  to 

assessed  o/hi^lorfslip”  ^ TeC0VeTy  of p00r  rates'  amounting  to  6921.  4s.  21  d., 

■ lhe  Co“P®ioners  are  not  aware  that  they  are  called  upon  to  take  any  part 
in  the  question  raised  as  to  the  Earl  of  Lucan’s  liability.  The  rates  have  been 
assessed  by  you  as  Vice-Guardians,  and  on  your  application,  the  Commissioners 
have  consented,  m pursuance  of  Act  6 and  7 Vic.  cap.  92,  to  your  proceeding  in 
the  superior  courts  against  several  immediate  lessors  named  in  your  list  of  those 
whose  rates  have  not  been  paid,  including  the  Earl  of  Lucan, 

a V.  +“mS?°nn™  bfg  t0  obselrVe  tllat  they  have  not  in  any  case  sanctioned 
an  arbitration  of  claims  to  rates.  In  the  case  referred  to  in  the  correspondence, 
they  were  informed  by  a report  from  Dr,  Dempster,  Temporary  Poor  Law 
Inspector  at  Ballmrobe,  dated  18th  December,  1847,  that  Mr.  Lynch,  of  Partly, 
had  sent  notice  of  appeal  to  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  in  reference  to  which  Dr 
Dempster  was  informed  (as  the  collectors  excused  their  inactivity  by  referring 
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to  such  notices)  “that  under  the  110th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  Castlebar  Union, 
rates  are  payable  notwithstanding  the  appeal.”  However,  in  the  next  report  ' — 

from  Dr.  Dempster,  dated  25th  December,  1847,  he  stated  that  he  had  arranged 
with  Mr.  Lynch  to  withdraw  the  appeal,  and  had  undertaken  to  arbitrate  the 
matter  disputed. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — Februai-y  8,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  amount  of  poor  rate  lodged 
to  our  credit  by  the  collector  for  the  last  week  is  212/.  155.  4 d. ; and  we  have 
paid  thereout  212/.  10$.  for  meal  supplied  by  contractors  for  the  out-door  relief, 
and  for  other  current  expenses. 

The  quantity  of  meal  required  for  the  ensuing  week’s  distribution  to  the 
persons  on  the  out-door  relief  list  is  40  tons  7 cwt.  2 qrs.  8 lbs.,  and  costs  410/., 
thus  adding  largely  to  a debt  of  about  2000/.  already  incurred  for  the  same 
purpose ; but  you  will  perceive  by  the  letter  which  we  have  the  honour  to 
enclose,  last  night  received  from  our  contractors,  that  we  cannot  expect  any 
further  supply  from  them. 

We  have  been  strongly  urging  the  rate  collector  to  increased  exertion,  and 
he  has  informed  us  that  he  has  obtained  decrees  which  he  purposes  to  have 
executed  this  week,  and  that  he  is  proceeding  against  a large  number  of  de- 
faulters, upon  whom  he  is  serving  summonses  to  the  Petty  Sessions  Courts. 

We  send  you  his  written  reply  to  the  queries  contained  in  your  letter,  dated 
the  4th  instant,  No.  4325,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  magistrates  in  question 
did  not  of  themselves  raise  any  objections  to  defeat  the  cases  brought  before 
them.  The  collector  states  that  he  has  applied  to  the  receiver  for  payment  of 
the  rates  due  on  Mr.  M'DonnelFs  property,  and  that  he  will  also  call  upon  Dr. 
Dillon  for  payment  of  his  rate. 


Enclosures. 

Messrs.  Malley  and.  Hynes  to  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  : — February  8,  1848. 

Although  a considerable  sum  of  money  is  now  due  to  us.  as  contractors  for  the  above 
Union,  yet  viewing  (as  we  wish  to  do)  the  great  necessity  for  administering  to  the  destitute  poor 
this  week’s  provision,  we  beg  to  say,  that  notwithstanding  the  serious  injury  we  sustain  by  reason 
of  your  incapability  of  paying  us  the  large  amount  now  due,  we  will  supply  the  several  electoral 
divisions  of  the  said  above  Union  this  week;  but  we  protest  against  any  further  risk,  unless 
being  in  the  meantime  paid  a good  portion  of  the  debt  already  due  to  us. 


Mr.  Malley  to  the  Vice-Guardians  -.—February  7,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  4th  instant,  requiring  to  know'  * 
whether  the  magistrates  presiding  at  the  Castlebar  petty  sessions  had  of  themselves=dismissed 
the  cases  relative  to  the  poor  rates,  I beg  to  say,  that  such  was  not  the  case,  but  because  of  the 
notices  not  having  been  signed  by  the  collector.  One  of  the  magistrates  presiding  was  Dr. 
Dillon,  who  has  not  paid  ni3  poor  rates. 

With  respect  to  the  Ballavary  petty  sessions,  but  one  magistrate  presided.  Francis  Crosbie 
M‘ Donnell  had  not  called  of  himself  for  evidence  of  the  signature  1 0 the  warrants  of  t he  collector, 
but  was  required  by  the  attorney  employed  by  the  defendants,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the 
magistrate.  I have  also  to  state,  that  the  same  magistrate  had  left  the  bench  and  ordered  out 
the  police  to  distrain,  some  parties  having  used  threats  to  the  collector  in  case  of  attempting  to 
distrain  their  premises.  This  magistrate  has  not  paid  his  poor  rates;  his  property  under °the 
courts. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—February  9,  1848. 

I am.  to  state  in  reply,  for  your  information,  that  the  Commissioners  have 
made  application  for  a further  advance  of  350/.  to  you,  to  assist  you  in  pro- 
viding for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

With  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  your  report,  I am  to  request  that  in  your 
next  weekly  report  relating  to  the  collection  of  the  rate  in  the  Castlebar  Union, 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  state  whether  the  two  rates  due  on  account  of 
the  property  of  the  two  gentlemen  to  whom  you  refer  have  been  paid;  and  if 
not  paid,  in  what  stage  the  proceedings  to  enforce  payment  are. 
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Castlebar  Union. 

— Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  8,  1848. 

The  amount  of  rate  collected  during  the  week,  as  shown  by  the  collec- 
tors’hooks  examined  on  Friday,  was  . . . . £165  2 5| 

The  total  sum  now  collected  is  . . . . 1805  16  6|- 

Leaving  uncollected  . . . . . . 8141  G 4| 

The  Rate-abstract  Books  do  not,  however,  show  the  full  amount  received  by 
the  collector,  as  he  has  been  in  the  habit,  although  repeatedly  urged  to  discon- 
tinue the  practice,  of  taking  sums  on  account  which  he  could  not  enter  in  the 
abstracts,  as  the  parties  paying  would  not  name  the  items  of  the  rate  for  which 
the  payment  was  made ; nearly  2000/.  has  therefore  been  lodged  by  him.  I do 
not  impute  any  improper  motive  to  the  collector,  as  I have  been  informed  that 
on  one  occasion  he  lodged  a sum  of  money  out  of  his  own  pocket  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  Union  ; he  has,  however,  been  decisively  called  upon  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  practice,  and  insist'upon  the  rate-payers  naming- the  items  of  rate  for 
which  they  pay,  in  order  that  the  authorized  receipts  may  be  given  and  checked 
off  in  the  collecting  books. 

On  Friday  I attended  at  the  Court  of  petty  sessions  at  Ballyvarry,  when  some 
poor-rate  cases — adjourned  at  the  previous  sitting  of  the  magistrates,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  objection  made  by  the  attorney  for  the  defendants,  who  required 
that  the  signature  of  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  to  the  col- 
. lector’s  warrant,  should  be  proved — were  disposed  of,  and  decrees  made.  When 
the  attorney  for  the  defendants  saw  that  the  clerk  of  the  Union  was  present  and 
the  collector  prepared,  he  withdrew  his  objection ; but  in  order  to  prevent  the 
necessity  of  the  personal  attendance  of  the  clerk  in  future  at  the  Court,  he  proved 
the  chairman’s  signature  to  the  warrants,  and  the  fact  was  noted  in  the  books 
of  the  Court.  The  magistrates  present  were  Mr.  Morony,  the  resident  magis- 
trate, and  F.  C.  M ‘Donnell,  Esq. 

The  collector  having  issued  fresh  warrants  in  lieu  of  those  previously  served 
on  rate-payers  in  this  electoral  division,  the  parties  will  be  summoned  before  tlu: 
magistrates  at  petty  sessions  at  this  place,  on  Thursday  next.  I enclose  a 
memorandum  from  the  collector,  of  the  number,  by  which  it  appears  that  42 
notices  have  been  served ; in  four  cases  the  rate  has  been  paid,  leaving  38,  to 
which  summonses  must  be  issued.  I have  this  day  ascertained  that  the  sum- 
monses have  been  served.  I purpose  being  present  at  the  Court,  and  have 
informed  the  collector  that  I shall  attend  on  every  occasion  on  which  parties 
are  summoned  for  non-payment  of  the  rate,  for  the  purpose  of  givin<>-  him  all 
the  support  in  my  power. 

As  it  appears  that  all  the  names  of  the  immediate  lessors  who  have  not  paid 
the  rate  have  not  yet  been  laid  before  the  Board  of  Vice- Guardians,  the 
collector  has  been  directed  to  furnish  a supplemental  return  on  the  next  Board- 
day,  containing  the  names  of  every  immediate  lessor,  not  included  in  previous 
returns,  who  has  not  paid  the  rate ; he  has  also  been  directed  to  hand  in  a 
return  of  the  decrees  obtained  in  cases  of  persons  summoned  for  non-payment 
of  rate,  showing  the  name  of  the  person,  the  amount  decreed,  and  the  steps  taken 
for  enforcing  the  same : the  return  to  be  continued  from  week  to  week. 

The  collector  is  aware  that  the  resident  magistrate  will  afford  every  assistance, 
and  that  the  aid  of  the  military  will  be  available  in  enforcing  the  iaw.  They 
have  already  been  employed  on  one  occasion,  as  mentioned  in  my  reports. 

On  baturday  and  Monday  I attended  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Vice- 
Guardians. 


Number  of  applicants  on  books  of  relieving  officers  . 1,9 18 

Of  which — admitted  to  workhouse  ...  . *29 

Placed  on  out-door  , relief  lists  . . . " ’ 1411 

The  total  number  now  receiving  out-door  relief  is  . 14,287 


The  following  return  shows  the  number  of  applicants  for  relief,  the 
number  placed  on  out-door  relief  lists,  and  the  total  number  on  out-door  relief 
lists,  each  week,  commencing  at  week  ended  4th  December  last-— 
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Board  Days,  Weeks  Ended 


- 

18-AT 

1S-18 

4ih 

nth  | 18th 

Decern.  Decern 

D27tH 

2ml 

January. 

8th 

January. 

15th 

January. 

I 22n.l 
ljunuary.| 

29th 

January. 

5th 

Feb. 

Applicants  for  Relief 

364 

1,469  3,270 

4,007 

2,469 

3,510 

1 41 

2,113 

1,918 

Placed  on  Out-door 

! 

1 

Relief  Lists  . 

341 

1,466  1,382 

3,463 

180 

1,532 

3,221 

1,465 

1,419 

1,411 

Total  on  Out-door 

| 

Lists  .... 

4*12 

1,919  3,301 

6,821 

6,798 

8,401 

11,358 

12,450 

13,148 

14,287 

Castlebar  Union, 


The  greatest  pressure  occurred  in  the  week  ended  27th  December,  when 
there  were  4007  applicants  on  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers,  and  3463 
were  passed  by  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians. 

The  number  still  seeking  relief  is  considerable,  and  parties  are  every  day 
qualifying  themselves  by  giving  up  their  land ; and  in  some  localities  the  chief 
occupation  of  the  people,  is  looking  for  the  relieving  officer,  neglecting  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  land  and  preparation  for  a future  crop. 

I am  anxiously  expecting  tire  arrival  of  one  of  the  instructors  from  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society,  whose  presence  would,  I am  satisfied,  be  of  much  service. 
If  within  the  province  of  the  Commissioners,  I would  suggest  that  a communi- 
cation be  made  to  the  Society,  with  a view  to  one  of  the  lecturers  being  directed 
to  proceed  to  this  Union. 

The  following  is  the  Labour  Return  for  the  Week : — 


— 

Number 

Total 

Days’ 

Work. 

Work 

executed— 

Boxes  of 
Stone 
broken. 

Number  of 
Labour-- ra 
struck  off 
or  absence 
or  idleness. 

— 

Addergoole  . 

151 

3414 

303 

Saturday,  snow — Thursday 

and  Friday,  wet. 

Balia  . 

78 

339 

347 

Saturday  snow. 

Ballintubber  . 

143 

517 

392 

77 

Ballyhean 

149 

288* 

332 

54 

Brenfv 

69 

218* 

153 

1 

Saturday  and  Monday  snow. 

Castlebar  . 

116 

365* 

61* 

7 

Working  in  workhouse 

Drum 

211 

711* 

661* 

20 

grounds. 

Islandeady 

SO 

204* 

176 

1 

Strade . 

118 

312* 

371 

16 

Turlough  . 

104 

338 

308* 

34 

1,209 

3,636* 

3,105 

210 

The  books  of  the  overseer  of  work  in  the  electoral  division  of  Addergoole 
not  being  considered  satisfactory,  he  was  dismissed  by  the  Board. 

210  labourers  were  struck  off  for  absence  or  idleness,  they  and  their  families 
thereby  losing  their  rations. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  my  report  of  the  preceding  week  relative  to 
employment  on  productive  works,  I have  seen  a printed  report  of  an  engineer 
of  the  Board  of  W orks,  upon  the  drainage  of  lands  along  certain  lakes  near 
this  town,  called  "The  Lough  Lannagh  District,”  for  which  work  all  the 
requirements  of  the  Drainage  Act  have  been  complied  with,  and  final  notice  to 
that  effect  given  by  the  Commissioners  of  Public  W orks.  The  lands  to  be 
recovered  amount  to  2454  acres ; the  estimated  cost  of  the  works  is  12,940/. ; 
and  the  profit  is  calculated  at  8£  per  cent.  The  engineer  in  his  report  states, 
‘‘Of  the  many  advantages  which  the  proposed  drainage  will  confer  on  the 
proprietors,  there  is  one  I cannot  overlook,  that  is,  the  great  source  of  employ- 
ment it  will  give  to  the  labouring  population  living  near  the  works.”  Again, 
"From  the  peculiar  nature  of  them  (the  works),  it  will  take  two  years  for 
their  completion ; and  I estimate  that  daily,  on  an  average,  employment  can  be 
given  to  260  labourers,  who  otherwise  will  most  likely  be  obliged  to  seek 
relief  from  the  workhouse  or  other  sources.”  The  report  is  dated  1st  Septem- 
ber, 1847. 

A portion  of  this  district  lies  close  to  the  town  of  Castlebar ; in  fact,  the  river 
running  through  the  town  forms  a part  of  the  proposed  work,  which  would  be 
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Castlebar  Union.  most  serviceable  for  the  employment  of  the  poor  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Castlebar. 

There  is  also  another  extensive  drainage  work,  called  the  Drainage  of  the 
Balia  District,  in  the  case  of  which  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  have 
in  like  manner  published  a final  notice,  stating  that  all  the  requirements  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament  have  been  complied  with.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  work 
is,  I understand,  about  16,000/. ; it  will  effect  the  recovery  of  land  bordering 
on  the  Manulla  river,  running  through  three  electoral  divisions  of  this  Union, 
viz.,  Strade,  Balia,  and  Drum. 

These  drainage  works,  called  respectively  " The  Lough  Lannagh  District  ” 
and  “ The  Balia  District,”  would  permanently  benefit  the  proprietors  of  the 
lands  affected,  and  would  be  of  much  value  at  the  present  moment  in  relieving 
the  poor-rates  of  a portion  of  the  heavy  burden  of  destitution  indicated  by  the 
foregoing  returns.  I have,  therefore,  thought  it  my  duty  to  bring  them  to 
your  notice,  as  that,  if  deemed  fitting,  a communication  might  be  made  to  the 
Commissioners  ol  Public  Works,  requesting  that  they  may  be  commenced  at 
an  early  period. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  12,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  communicated  with  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society,  with  regard  to  a lecturer  being  sent  by  the  Society  to  the 
Castlebar  Union. 

With  reference  to  the  collection  of  the  poor-rate,  I am  to  state  that  the  Com- 
missioners consider  the  collector’s  practice  of  receiving  sums  on  account  of  rate, 
for  which  he  does  not  issue  receipts,  to  be  seriously  objectionable,  and  one 
which  cannot  be  permitted  to  continue.  They  recommend  that  in  every  such 
case  ascertained,  the  full  rate  assessed  be  debited  to  him ; and  they  request  that 
the  Vice-Guardians  may  be  moved  to  pursue  that  course. 

An  extract  from  your  report,  relating  to  the  drainage  of  the  Lough  Lannagh 
and  Balia  districts,  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Works- 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners: — February  13,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  that  part  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  requesting 
that  on  every  Saturday  the  Vice-Guardians  and  myself  will  forward  an  estimate 
of  the  amount  which  will  be  required  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
during  the  ensuing  week,  I beg  to  state  that  there  will  be  about  8095  able- 
bodied  individuals  and  their  families  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  for  the  week 
.ending  19th  February.  The  quantity  of  provision  required  will  be  about 
22  tons  10  cwt,  and  the  value,  at  10/.  per  ton,  235/. 

As  the  books  of  six  electoral  divisions  only  were  examined  on  Saturday 
(yesterday),  Monday  being  the  day  for  examination  of  the  remaining  four,  the 
calculation  for  the  latter  must  be  considered  an  approximation ; it  will,  how- 
ever, I think,  be  found  very  near  the  amount. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  15,  1848. 

Application  has  been  made  to  Count  Strzelecki  for  a further  advance  of 
235/.,  to  assist  the  Vice- Guardians  in  providing  for  the  wants  of  the  destitute 
poor  in  the  Union. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners: — February  15,  1848. 

, Vice-Guardians  of  this  Union  having  been  placed  in  a position  of 

great  difficulty  yesterday,  m consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  contractors  to 
supply  a deficiency  of  7 tons  7 cwt.  and  2 qrs.  of  meal,  required  to  complete 
the  supply  of  provisions  to  the  paupers  receiving  out-door  relief,  for  the  week 
ending  Saturday  next,  the  grant  of  350,/.  worth,  received  from  the  British 
Association,  being  that  quantity  short  of  the  amount  required;  and  as  very 
serious  consequences  would  ensue  if  the  poor  of  the  Castlebar  electoral  divi- 
sion (the  district  unsupplied)  were  left  for  a week  without  food,  I have  taken 
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upon  myself  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Vice-Guardians  a portion  of  a grant 
of  200/.  upon  Ballinrobe  Commissariat  Depot,  received  from  Count  De  Strze- 
lecki  for  rationing  the  children  attending  schools  in  the  Union,  upon  the 
understanding  that  the  Vice-Guardians  will  replace  it,  viz.,  7 tons  7 cwt.  and 
2 qrs , value  66/.  7s.  6d.,  out  of  the  next  grant  of  provision  allotted  to  them  by 
the  British  Association. 

It  was  after  every  effort  to  procure  a supply  from  the  contractors  had  failed, 
that  I took  upon  myself  the  responsibility  of  this  proceeding,  and  I have  taken 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  reporting  it  to  you  and  the  Count  De  Strzelecki. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  17,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  thanks  for  the  course  which  you 
adopted  to  enable  the  Vice-Guardians  to  provide  the  requisite  supply  of  food 
required  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  entitled  to  out-door  relief  in  the 
Castlebar  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application 
for  a further  advance  of  500/.,  to  assist  the  Vice- Guardians  in  providing  for  the 
relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Castlebar  Union. 

The  Commissioners  have  requested  the  Vice-Guardians  to  make  a close 
scrutiny  into  the  cases  of  the  parties  who  are  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the 
Union,  and  to  press  forward  vigorously  the  collection  of  the  poor-rates. 

For  the  future,  the  course  which  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  for  awhile 
to  adopt,  is  to  undertake  to  make  weekly  advances  for  the  relief  of  the  able- 
bodied  men  out  of  the  workhouse,  provided,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  will 
relieve  from  the  poor-rates  able-bodied  men  and  their  families  in  the  work- 
house,  and  destitute  persons  entitled  to  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  out  of  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  have  requested  the  Vice-Guardians  to  supply  them  on 
Saturday  in  each  week  with  an  estimate  of  the  weekly  sum  which  in  their 
opinion  will  be  required  in  order  to  preserve  from  starvation  the  destitute  poor 
who  are  entitled  to  relief  in  their  districts,  forming  a separate  estimate  for  each 
of  the  three  following  heads  - 

1st.  Relief  in  the  workhouse. 

2nd.  Relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the 
1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

3rd.  Relief  to  able-bodied  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the  2nd 
section  of  that  Act. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  15,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  state  that  the  collector  of  poor-rate  has  lodged 
to  our  credit  in  the  last  week  200/.;  and  we  have  paid  200/.  12$.  10 d.  on  account 
of  the  current  expenses  of  the  Union. 

The  number  of  destitute  persons  entitled  to  out-door  relief  is  14,968,  and  the 
quantity  of  meal  required  for  the  week’s  distribution  is  44  tons  17  cwt.  3 qrs., 
in  aid  of  which  we  have  to  acknowledge  a grant  from  the  British  Association, 
through  Captain  Farren,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  of  350/.  worth  of 
provisions,  equivalent  to  38  tons  18  cwt.  (the  carriage  and  distribution  of  which 
will  cost  about  30/.),  and  is  6 tons  short  of  the  requisite  supply.  This  we  have 
been  unable  to  obtain  upon  any  terms  short  of  our  own  personal  security ; and 
after  every  exertion,  till  near  midnight,  to  induce  some  contractor  to  give  it  in 
the  usual  way,  without  avail,  Captain  Farren,  at  our  earnest  request,  kindly 
consented  to  advance  it  out  of  provisions  at  his  disposal,  upon  the  undertaking 
that  we  will  return  it  to  him  out  of  the  next  order  granted  to  this  Union  by  the 
British  Association. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  dated  9th  of  February,  desiring  to  be  informed  what 
steps  have  been  taken  by  the  collector  in  the  cases  of  the  two  magistrates 
mentioned  in  our  report,  the  collector  states  that  he  has  applied  to  the  receiver 
upon  Mr.  Crosbie  M'Donnel’s  property  for  payment,  whose  reply  being  that  he 
has  no  funds,  he  has  been  returned  in  the  list  already  furnished  to  our  solicitor-; 
he  also  states  that  he  has  served  Dr.  Dillon  (the  other  magistrate  alluded  to) 
with  a notice,  preparatory  to  a summons  to  petty  sessions. 
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The  minutes  of  our  proceedings  will  show  that  we  do  not  consider  the 
collector  is  usiDg  due  diligence  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  and  our  determina- 
tion to  proceed  against  him  as  the  law  directs,  if  he  shall  oblige  us  to  take  that 
course.  


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  17,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  for  a further 
advance  of  500/.,  to  assist  you  in  providing  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor 
in  the  Castlebar  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  make  a 
close  scrutiny  into  the  cases  of  the  parties  who  are  receiving  out-door  relief  in 
the  Union,  and  that  you  will  press  forward  vigorously  the  collection  of  the 
poor-rates. 

For  the  future,  the  course  which  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  for  awhile 
to  adopt  is,  to  undertake  to  make  weekly  advances  for  the  relief  of  the  able- 
bodied  men  out  of  the  workhouse,  provided  that  you  will  relieve  from  the 
poor-rates  able-bodied  men  and  their  families  in  the  workhouse,  and  destitute 
persons  entitled  to  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Ex- 
tension Act,  out  of  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  request  you  to  supply  them  on  Saturday  in  each  week 
with  an  estimate  of  the  weekly  sum  which,  in  your  opinion,  will  be  required, 
in  order  to  preserve  from  starvation  the  destitute  poor  who  are  entitled  to  relief 
in  your  districts,  forming  a separate  estimate  for  each  of  the  three  following 
heads : — 

1st.  Relief  in  the  workhouse. 

2nd.  Relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the 
1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

3rd.  Relief  to  able-bodied  persons  entitled  to  such  relief  under  the  2nd 
section  of  that  Act. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners: — February  15,  1848. 

The  rate  collected  during  the  week,  as  shown  by  the  collectors’  books 

and  accounts,  was . £ 171  16  5i 

The  total  sum  collected  now  amounts  to  . 1977  12  113 

Leaving  uncollected  ....  7969  9 1 li 


On  Thursday  I attended  the  Petty  Sessions  at  Castlebar,  the  collector  having 
summoned  parties  before  the  magistrates  for  non-payment  of  the  rate.  Decrees 
were  obtained  in  every'case  (34)  save  one,  which  had  been  settled. 

None  of  the  decrees  yet  obtained  have  been  enforced  by  the  collector,  who 
was  called  upon  by  a minute  of  the  Vice- Guardians,  adopted  last  week,  to 
produce  a list  of  all  the  decrees  obtained,  with  observations  showing  the 
measures  taken  for  enforcing  the  same.  The  list  was  accordingly  handed  in 
yesterday,  but  it  contained  only  the  decrees  obtained  at  Castlebar  on  Thursday 
lost,  although  others,  had  been  ordered  by  the  magistrates  at  Bally vauy  Petty 
Sessions  on  two  previous  occasions.  The  Commissioners  will  see  by  the 
minutes  of  yesterday,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  have  informed  the  collector  of 
their  intention  to  put  the  100th  section  of  the  1st  and  2nd  Viet.  chap.  56,  in 
force  against  him,  unless  he  does  his  duty. 

The  lists  of  immediate  lessors  not  included  in  former  returns,  who  have  not 
paid  the  rate,  and  of  the  20  highest  occupiers,  handed  in  by  the  collector  on 
Saturday,  not  being  considered  satisfactory,  the  observations  not  being  suffi- 
ciently explicit,  the  collector  has  been  called  upon  to  give  additional  informa- 
tion respecting  each  case,  and  to  furnish  the  amended  returns  on  the  next 
Board  day. 

. }s  to  I3®  feared  that  the  collector’s  duties,  as  barony  cess  collector,  will 
interfere  with  the  collection  of  the  poor-rate. 

With  regard  to  the  cases  of  defaulting  rate-payers  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  solicitor  of  the  Union  the  solicitor  is  now  in  Dublin  making  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  filing  bills  in  the  superior  courts. 

On  Saturday  and  Monday  I attended  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Vice- 
Guardians. 


Number  of  applicants  on  books  of  the  relieving  officers  1963 

Of  which  admitted  to  workhouse  . . t 9 
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Placed  on  out-door  relief  lists 1821 

Also  discharged  from  workhouse  to  out-door  relief  . 56 

The  total  number  now  receiving  out-door  relief  is  . 14,968 


The  quantity  of  provision  required  to  supply  this  multitude  of  paupers, 
amounted  to  46  tons ; but  as  the  grants  allotted  by  the  British  Association  did 
not  exceed  39  tons — the  value  of  the  orders  being  350 L,  and  the  price  of 
Indian  meal  per  ton  at  the  Commissariat  depot  being  9 1. — there  was  a defi- 
ciency of  about  seven  tons  to  be  provided  for.  The  contractors  when  applied 
to  refused  to  furnish  the  meal,  it  was  however  still  hoped,  at  the  rising  of  the 
Board  at  8 o’clock,  p.m.,  that  an  arrangement  would  be  made.  The  relieving 
officer  of  the  Castlebar  electoral  division,  the  district  unprovided  for,  undertook 
to  renew  the  effort,  but  late  in  the  evening  reported  to  the  Vice-Guardians  that 
he  had  been  unsuccessful.  Seeing  the  painful  position  in  which  the  Vice- 
Guardians  were  placed,  and  apprehending  that  very  serious  consequences  would 
ensue,  if  the  poor  of  the  electoral  division  of  Castlebar  were  left  for  a week 
without  food,  I took  upon  myself  to  place  a portion  of  the  grant  entrusted  to 
me  by  the  British  Relief  Association  for  the  relief  of  the  children  of  the  Union, 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  on  the  understanding  that  it  would  be 
replaced  out  of  the  next  grant  made  to  them  by  the  Association,  which  cir- 
cumstance I reported  specially  to  you  and  the  Count  de  Strzelecki  by  this 
morning’s  post. 

A deputation  from  the  creditors  of  the  Union  waited  upon  the  Board 
yesterday,  and  urged  the  fulfilment  of  the  agreement  made  with  them  for  the 
payment  of  their  claims,  and  submitted  that  no  payment  had  yet  been  made, 
notwithstanding  the  understanding  that  50  per  cent,  of  the  rate  collected  from 
1st  January  should  be  set  aside  for  the  purpose. 

The  Board  admitted  the  justice  of  the  appeal,  and  adopted  a resolution  to 
set  apart  all  the  rate  received  in  future,  until  the  amount  collected  shall  reach 
a full  moiety  of  the  sums  received  since  1st  January  last. 

This  arrangement,  which  the  Board  of  Vice- Guardians  are  certainly  pledged 
to  carry  out,  will  place  them  in  a most  difficult  position. 

The  rate  collected  and  expended  since  the  1st  January  last  amounted  to 
about  900Z.,  one-half  of  which,  under  the  agreement  alluded  to,  is  claimed  by 
the  creditors.  Not  one  penny  of  the  future  incomings  can  therefore  be  touched 
until  this  amount  is  realized,  and  50  per  cent,  of  the  collection  in  future  must 
also  be  reserved  for  a like  purpose,  whilst  liabilities  to  the  extent  of  2000Z. 
incurred  since  the  dissolution  of  the  former  Board,  a considerable  portion  for 
provision,  must  also  be  met. 

The  contractors  positively  refuse  to  furnish  any  further  supplies  unless  their 
accounts  be  paid ; the  contractor  for  the  workhouse  excepted,  who  will  comply 
with  the  terms  of  his  contract  for  that  establishment. 

Although,  therefore,  the  Commissioners  have  stated  in  their  letter  of  the 
9th  instant,  that  “ on  the  understanding  that  the  Vice-Guardians  will  maintain 
“ the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  and  all  parties  receiving  out-door  relief,  under 
“ the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Act,  they  will  for  a while  advance  means 
“ for  granting  out-door  relief  in  the  Union  to  able-bodied  men  and  their 
“ families it  will  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  Vice- Guardians  to  provide  food 
for  any  of  the  classes  receiving  out-door  relief,  as  from  the  foregoing  causes 
they  will  have  no  funds  at  their  disposal  for  the  purpose. 

That  a great  portion  of  the  rate  will  be  ultimately  got  in  I am  satisfied;  in 
fact,  it  must  be  exacted ; but  the  delays  in  the  law  proceedings,  want  of  business 
habits  on  the  part  of  the  collector,  the  insufficiency  of  his  staff,  his  additional 
duties  as  barony  cess  collector,  the  passive  resistance  of  many  of  the  rate-payers, 
the  inability  of  others,  will  render  it  a work  of  time. 

In  the  meantime,  whilst  from  these  causes  the  collection  has  been  delayed, 
former  debts  and  current  expenses  have  anticipated  nearly  the . full  amount  to 
be  realized  by  the  rate,  as  shown  in  my  reports  of  the  23rd  January  and  3rd 
February;  the  difficulties  of  the  Union  are  consequently  becoming  every  day 
more  burdensome  and  complicated. 

It  would  not  be  expedient  to  strike  a new  rate  at  the  present  moment,  with 
an  arrear  of  7000Z.,  and  law  proceedings  now  commencing  in  the  superior 
courts  against  defaulters;  moreover,  the  burden  of  a new  rate  would  fall 
heavily  and  unfairly  upon  those  who  have  paid  the  rates  of  3s.,  or  4s.  7d.,  or 
5s.  in  the  pound.  I have,  therefore,  no  alternative,  but  to  recommend  the  case 
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of  the  Union  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners,  in  order  that  the 
British  Association  may  be  requested  to  provide  funds  for  the  support  of  all 
the  classes  receiving  out-door  relief;  and  at  the  same  time  continue  to  urge 
upon  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians,  who  I must  admit  are  equally  anxious 
upon  the  point,  to  put  in  force  all  the  powers  they  possess  to  compel  the  col- 
lectors to  use  redoubled  energy,  and  to  press  proceedings  against  immediate 
lessors  as  far  as  the  law  will  allow  them. 

The  quantity  of  provision  to  be  issued  this  week  for  out-door  relief  amounts 
to  46  tons,  value  4 1 6A ; and  should  an  increase  of  numbers  take  place  next 
Board  day  in  the  same  proportion  as  heretofore,  the  quantity  for  the  ensuing 
week  will  be  51  tons,  the  cost  of  which  will  be  about  459 1. 

The  published  lists  of  paupers  receiving  out-door  relief,  some  of  which  have 
been  completed  by  the  printer,  and  are  in  course  of  distribution,  will,  it  is 
hoped,  lessen  the  burden ; but  the  pressure  has  been  so  great  upon  the  relieving 
officers  that  revision  has  been  almost  out  of  the  question.  The  labour  test  has 
enabled  the  Board  to  detect  a great  many  cases ; no  less  than  973  labourers 
having  been  struck  off  at  various  times  for  absence  or  idleness,  who,  with  their 
families,  amount  to  from  5000  to  6000  individuals. 


Two  of  the  relieving  officers  yesterday  resigned  their  appointments,  one 
from  ill-health,  brought  on  from  over-exertion.  It  will  be  difficult  to  supply 
their  places  with  efficient  persons. 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  the  Vice-Guardians  have  had  to  contend  with  in 
the  distribution  of  the  meal,  the  system  of  a daily  issue  of  provision  to  the 
able-bodied  for  the  daily  task  of  "work  has  not  yet  been  put  in  operation.  No 
contractor  could  be  induced  to  undertake  the  distribution  of  the  meal  received 
from  the  Commissariat  stores,  which  duty  was  therefore  unavoidably  placed 
upon  the  relieving  officers. 

There  are  numerous  provision  dealers  who  would  readily  undertake  to 
provide  and  distribute  the  food  in  each  electoral  division,  who,  under  present 
circumstances,  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  If  not  inconsistent  with  the 
arrangements  of  the  British  Association,  the  issue  of  grants  in  money,  instead 
of  provision  orders  on  the  Commissariat  depots,  would  simplify  matters  much, 
and  remove  many  of  the  embarrassments  which  affect  the  present  system,  and 
seriously  interfere  with  the  Commissioners’  rules  and  instructions,  particularly 
as  regards  the  relieving  officers,  who  urge  the  extra  duties  placed  upon  them 
as  a reason  for  the  non-completion  of  their  books.  The  check  upon  the  distri- 
bution obtained  by  calling  in  the  aid  of  a contractor  is  moreover  desirable ; the 
cost  and  risk  of  carriage  now  incurred  is  another  consideration. 

..  1 !j?Ped  tllat  the  system  of  issuing  rye-bread  to  the  able-bodied  and 
their  families  bn  out-door  relief  daily  would  have  been  established  this  week  ■ 
and  tenders  were  received  from  bakers  in  the  electoral  divisions  for  the 
purpose,  biit  owing  to  the  uncertainty  yet  on  the  points  above  adverted  to,  and 
the  Vice- Guardians  not  being  in  a position  to  pay  for  the  baking  of  the  bread 
it  the  meal  were  even  provided  by  the  Association,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
aeler  the  matter  until  a reply  had  been  received  from  you  upon  this  point.  I 
enclose  a list  of  the  tenders  given  in,  as  it  shows  in  a gratifying  manner  the 
pi  ogress  of  the  attempt  now  making  to  introduce  the  rye-bread  into  this 

«I!710tl.kmeaniS  °f  5e/!lief  aff°rded  to  the  schools  by  the  British  Associa- 
tion.  At  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  December  last  this  bread  was  unknown 
m the  Union;  the  first  loaf  was  baked  in  December;  nearly  5000  children 
are  now  receiving  it  daily ; and  on  Saturday  tenders  were  made  by  18  bakers 
Jocallties  of  the  Union,  offering  to  provide  it  for  the  able-bodied 
liXper  lbd  thelF  famiIleS  recemnS  out-door  relief,  at  a cost  of  from  id.  to 

kdinS  *hS  lep°rt’  1 teg  to  susgest  the  Vice-Guardians  may 
‘uta  person  to  superintend  generally  the  working  ganp 
throughout  the  Union.  At  present  there  is  no  person  to  visit  the  work  depots 

the  dSlfticknt  ta  liVTra  wm  le  “0St  necessai7  When  the  duty  of  issuing 
Wil1dfn  lknnn  tV  ^ la^°™er- au‘honzmg  the  contractor  to  issue  his  rations, 
denot  in  X TW  steward  °f  tha  depot.  One  superintendent  could  visit  each 
theXtXardJX  ’-and  Probail7  twice  a week;  test  the  measurement  of 

the  Tlnton  effe  t 8 u f a s™eral  suPeI™on  over  them.  The  saving  to 

tdSTvSeMs  m and  ““  °f  ^ 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  19,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  under  the  circumstances  mentioned  by  you,  the  Com- 
missioners have  applied  to  the  British  Association  for  a further  advance  to 
Castlebar  Union  of  500/. ; but  the  Commissioners  still  hope  that  by  redoubled 
efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  it  will  be  possible  for  them  to 
collect  sufficient  rates  to  maintain  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  and  all 
paupers  receiving  out-door  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Extension  Act. 

It  appears  from  your  statement  that  the  uncollected  rates  amount  very  nearly 
to  8000/.,  that  is,  to  7969/.  9s.  Hit/.  Now  the  Commissioners  cannot  but  be 
of  opinion,  that  if  the  collectors  and  the  rate-payers  perform  their  duty  in 
reference  to  that  7969/.  9s.  11  id.,  it  will  be  possible  for  the  Union  to  depend 
upon  its  own  resources,  except  as  far  as  relates  to  the  out-door  relief  to  able- 
bodied  men. 

The  Commissioners  admit  that  the  course  pursued  by  the  Vice-Guardians 
towards  their  creditors  is  just ; but  it  will  reduce  the  Union  to  a state  either 
of  bankruptcy  or  of  absolute  dependence  on  the  British  Association,  unless  the 
rates  are  collected  more  speedily  than  has  been  the  case  hitherto. 

The  Commissioners  much  regret  to  learn  that  owing  to  the  difficulties 
adverted  to  by  you,  the  system  of  a daily  issue  of  provisions  to  the  able-bodied 
for  the  daily  task  of  work  has  not  yet  been  put  in  operation ; as  independently 
of  other  objections,  the  Commissioners  apprehend  that  if  rations  for  a week 
are  given  to  the  able-bodied  paupers,  they  will  sometimes  be  so  improvident 
as  to  consume  the  whole  in  four  or  five  days,  leaving  nothing  to  themselves  at 
the  end  of  the  week. 

The  Commissioners  will  communicate  to  the  British  Association  your  request, 
that  you  may  receive  supplies  of  money  instead  of  food ; and  they  will  address 
you  again  on  the  subject. 

The  Commissioners  will  raise  no  objection  to  the  appointment  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians  of  an  assistant  relieving  officer  as  a superintendent  of  the  working 
gangs  throughout  the  Union ; but  the  Commissioners  deem  it  desirable  that 
any  proposition  of  the  kind  should  be  inserted  by  the  Vice-Guardians  in  their 
weekly  minutes. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  16,  1848. 

I beg  to  enclose  a list  of  tenders  for  rye-bread,  omitted  to  be  forwarded 
with  my  report  of  yesterday’s  date. 

This  list  is  forwarded  merely  to  show  the  progress  made  in  introducing  the 
rye-bread  into  the  Union  as  an  article  of  food. 

Enclosure. 

Tenders  for  Supply  of  Rye-bread  to  Able-bodied  Paupers  and  tlieir  Families  receiving 
Out-door  Relief,  opened  in  the  Board  Room,  Castlebar  Workhouse,  14th  February,  1848. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Name  of  Person  who  offers  fo 
Coni  ract. 

pIS. 

d. 

Addergoole 

William  Barrett 

John  M ‘Andrew 

1 

Ballintobber 

James  Lawless 

1 

Balia 

John  Higgins 

£ 

Wilham  Sutton 

£ 

William  Walsh 

£ 

Pat  Henelly  . 

ll 

Castlebar  . 

P-  Heraghty  for  Mr. 

M'Donald,  Westport 

i 

Delivered  at  Westport. 

Michael  Healy,  Castlebar  . 

Delivered  wherever  it 

may  be  required,  or 

any  one  division  in 

Castlebar  Union. 

Michael  Healy,  Castlebar  . 

Castlebar  division. 

Breaffy 

Martin  Walsh 

i 

Drum 

Pat  Walsh,  Ballina  . 

11 

Charles  M'Evila,  Dunamon 

i 

Wm.  Ludden,  Balia 

4 

John  Higgius,  Balia 

i 

John  Monahan 

1 

Wm.  Walsh,  Balia  . 

i 

Turlough  . 

Martin  Walsh 

A-L 

Or  3id.  per  4 lb.  loaf. 

Castlebar  Union. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  19,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  16tli  instant,  transmitting  a list  of  tenders  for  supplying 
rye-bread  in  the  Castlebar  Union,  and  I am  to  express  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Commissioners  at  the  progress  made  in  the  introduction  of  rye-meal  into  the 
Castlebar  Union. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  21,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  your  information,  that  the  collector  of 
this  Union  has  not  lodged  any  sum  on  account  of  the  rates  collected  during  the 
■week,  nor  has  he  attended  the  Board  to  give  any  explanation. 

We  have  received  from  Captain  Farren,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector, 
orders  for  735/.  worth  of  provisions,  granted  by  the  British  Association  in  aid 
of  the  destitute  poor ; and  he  has  informed  us  that  he  holds  a further  grant  of 
500/.  in  money  from  the  same  source,  to  be  applied  to  a similar  purpose  when 
necessary. 

The  numbers  on  the  books  entitled  to  out- door  relief  this  week  are  16,381, 
requiring  49  tons  8 cwt.  of  meal,  costing  444/.  12s.  We  estimate  that  about 
55  tons  5 cwt.  of  food  will  be  necessary  for  the  ensuing  week’s  supply  for  out- 
door relief. 

1st.  Relief  in  the  workhouse  . 63/.  about. 


Peisons. 

Tons.  cwt. 

qrs. 

Cost. 
£.  *. 

d. 

2nd.  Sec.  8,588 

26  16 

3 

242  0 

9 

3rd  Sec.  9,106 

28  9 

0 

256  1 

0 

Total,  17,694 

55  5 

3 

561  1 

9 

W e have  to  report  that  the  rate  collector  is  out  this  day  enforcing  payment 
of  the  rates  under  the  protection  of  the  civil  authority  in  the  Ballyhean  district, 
which  will  account  for  his  absence  from  the  Board,  and  from  which  we  hope 
for  results  favourable  to  the  future  collection.  We  also  understand  that  he  is 
to  be  in  the  Strade  district  to-morrow,  similarly  supported. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—February  23,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  21st  inst.,  in  which  you  state  that  the  collector  of  poor-rate  in  the 
Castlebar  Union  has  not  lodged  any  money  during  the  past  week,  and  that  he 
has  not  attended  your  Board  to  give  any  explanation  on  the  subject. 

The  latter  part  of  your  report,  however,  seems  to  show  that  the  collector  is 
now  taking  active  steps  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  the  Commissioners 
refrain  from  making  any  observation  on  the  subject  further  than  to  request  that 
your  continued  attention  may  be  directed  to  the  collection  of  the  rate  in  the 
Union,  as  the  collection  hitherto  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners  -.-^-February  22,  1848. 

1 «,  a“°™t  °f  rate  collected  during  the  week  in  this  Union,  as  shown 

by  the  Collectors  books,  was  . . . . £ 136  13  44 

The  total  sum  now  collected  amounts  to  .2,114  6 4& 

Leaving  uncollected 7,832  16  6i 

The  collector  not  having  furnished  the  additional  particulars  required  in  the 
cases  ol  the  immediate  lessors  and  occupiers,  whose  names  were  entered  in  the 
lists  recently  handed  m by  the  collector,  which  lists  were  returned  to  him  for 
the  purpose,  and  not  having  given  in  a list  of  the  20  next  highest  occupiers, 
which  he  was  called  upon  to  do,  or  shown  the  steps  taken  by  him  for  enforcing 
decrees  ordered  by  the  magistrates  in  poor  rate  cases,  the  Vice-Guardians  have 
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directed  that  he  shall  be  summoned  before  the  magistrates,  under  the  100th 
section  of  the  1 and  2 Vic.  cap.  56,  for  not  obeying  their  orders  in  these  respects. 

The  collector  was  sent  for  in  order  that  he  might  explain  to  the  Board  the 
causes  of  their  omission,  but  he  was  not  to  be  found,  and  although  it  was  said 
that  he  was  in  the  country  enforcing  the  decrees,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  reply 
to  the  many  and  pressing  communications  made  to  him  by  direction  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  and  looking  to  the  small  amount  of  the  collection,  they  felt  bound 
to  put  their  powers  in  force  against  him. 

The  solicitor  has  moreover  again  complained  that  he  has  not  yet  obtained 
from  the  collector  the  statements  of  accounts  required  by  him  to  carry  on  le«-al 
proceedings  against  defaulters,  whose  cases  the  Vice-Guardians  had  placed  in 
his  hands. 


On  Saturday  and  Monday  I attended  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guar- 
dians. 

Three  relieving  officers  were  appointed  in  room  of  those  resigned  or  displaced 
in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Drum,  Turlough,  and  Castlebar. 


Number  of  applicants  for  relief  on  the  books  of  the 

relieving  officers 

Of  whom  admitted  to  workhouse  . . • . 

Placed  on  out- door  relief 
The  total  number  now  receiving  out-door  relief 
Of  which  8,650  are  able-bodied  men  and  their  fami- 
lies depending  upon  them. 


1,091 

49 

955 

16,340 


The  grants  from  the  British  Association  enabled  the  Vice- Guardians  to  issue 
provision  orders  upon  the  Commissariat  depot  for  the  support  of  the  destitute  on 
the  out-door  relief  lists,  the  contractors,  as  reported,  in  my  letter  of  the  15th, 
having  refused  to  furnish  any  further  supplies  unless  they  were  paid  a portion 
of  the  bills. 

I am  happy  to  report  that  tenders  for  the  supply  of  rye  bread  to  the  able- 
bodied  and  their  families  daily  in  eight  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union  were 
accepted,  and.  the  parties  will  attend  on  Saturday,  next  with  their  sureties  to 
complete  the  contracts.  They  will  be  prepared  to  issue  early  next  week.  The 
printer  is  preparing  the  necessary  forms  for  carrying  out  .the  new  system,  and 
copies  of  the  instructions  to  all  parties  concerned  shall  be  forwarded  to  you  in 
another  communication. 

The  lists  of  destitute  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  in  nine  electoral 
divisions  have  been  printed  and  put  in  circulation,  one  only  now  remains  in  the 
printer’s  hands.  Sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  show  the  full  effect  of 
this  measure ; some  good,  however,  has  already  resulted.  I enclose  one  of  the 
lists  and  a copy  of  the  circular  containing  the  minute  of  the  Vice-Guardians, 
and  form  on  which  objections  should  be  made.  In  future  lists  tne  names  will 
be  arranged  by  townlands,  and  the  “ No.  of  rations daily  will  be  inserted  instead 
of  “No.  of 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  I have  been  informed  by  the  clerk  of  the  Union, 
that  the  collector  having  seen  the  Vice-Guardians  and  explained  to  them  his 
proceedings,  by  which  it  appeared  to  them  that  he  liad  been  actively  engaged 
in  enforcing  the  decrees,  a considerable  quantity  of  cattle  and  produce  having 
been  taken  and  brought  by  him  into  the  town  of  Castlebar,  the  Vice-Guardians 
withdrew  their  order  alluded  to  in  the  commencement  of  this  report,  and  hope 
to  report  more  favourably  of  the  collector’s  movements  in  future.  The  clerk 
also  adds  that  the  collector  has  handed  over  the  accounts  adverted  to,  which  the 
clerk  has  forwarded  to  the  solicitor  in  Dublin. 


Castlebar  Union. 


4 C 
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Castlebar  Union. — Electoral  Didsion  of  Ballylwan. 

Retorn  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  as  Paupers,  in  the  above  Electoral  Division,  Week  ending 

22nd  January,  1848. 


=jL~  Heads  of  Families  C^“" 
and  Adults. 


■5  & „ . _ ...  Christian 

p.-:  Heads  of  Families  Mn,„„ 

|t|  and  Adults. 


74  Honor  Heuaghan  . ' 

75  Mary  (daughter)  . 

83  Judy  Jennings.  . 
86  Mic  Flanagan . . 

89  Mary  Flynn  . . 

90  Richard  Lyons 

92  Mary  (daughter)  . 

96  Catherine  Madican 

97  Nappy  Walsh  . 

102  Patt  Walsh  . . 

4 Ctcily  Gavan  . . 

Ill  Bridget  Gibbons  . 

2 Kitty  . . . 

3 John  . . . 

115  Kitty  Lawless  . 

6 Peggy  . . . 

7 Luke  Killeen  . 

129  Patt  Can-oil  . 

131  Tom  4 . . 

135  Mary  Faden  . . 

136  Sibby  M'Greevy  . 

7 Owen  . . . 

8 Mary  . . 

140  Mary  M‘Neely 
143  Betty  M'Hugh 

147  Mary  Davitt  . . 

148  Mary  Geraghty  . 

149  Margaret  . . 

150  Judy  . . . 

151  Tom  Sheridan 

159  Bettv  M‘Nal!y 

160  Billy  Walsh  . . 

161  Mary  . . . 

165  Mary  Carroll  . . 

166  Redmond  . 

167  Catherine  . . 

169  Martin  Farragher  . 

1 70  Bessy  Dvmleavy  . 

171  Mary  Rabbit  . . 

172  John  . . . 

176  Mary  Reilly  . 

177  Patt  .... 

180  Nanny  Latigan 

181  Mary 

182  Judy  . . . 

183  Bessy  Jordan  . 

187  Honor  Rowley 

188  Martin  . . . 

189  Judy  Gallagher  . 

ISO  Mary  Fynn 

191  Biddy  (sister)  . 

192  Kitty  Blouke  . , 

193  Laurence  . . 

184  Mary  ... 

195  MaryLudden.  . 

6 John  . . . 

198  Mary  Maley  . . 

9 Patt  ...  . 

200  Peggy  . . . 

20 1 Mary  . . . 

204  Thomas  Burlte  . i 

206  Patt  .... 

212  Mary  Gallagher  . 

Anthony 
Ellen  . . . 

215  Patt  Mullowny  . 

221  Mary  Murphy  . 

223  Biddy  Tunny  . . 

242  Winny  Kelly  . . 

244  Bridget  Gibbons  . 

245  Bridget  . . . 

247  Tom  Tonra  . . J 

249  Mary  . . . 

250  Kitty  . . . 

251  Bridget  ... 

252  Margaret  . . 

253  Stephen ... 

254  Biddy  Murray 

5 I Catherine  Murray  . 

6 John  Walsh  . . B 


1 Mt.  Daisy 
4 Derrynasita 
. . Hollyhill 
3 Westlands 


. • I Mt.  Daisy 
1 Ballyhean 


2 Aughadrina 

3 Knockbrack 
. . Drimlougbra 
. . Aughadrina 


3 Mt.  Daisy 
1 Goosepark 
. . Mt.  Daisy 


2 | Deradda. 

. Coarsepark 


James  . . 

Mary  Swords  . 
Biddy  . . 

Ellen  . . 

Catherine  . 
Cicily  . . 
Austin  . . 

Sibby  Tunny  . 
Honor  . . 

Biddy  Dempsey 
Mary  Rearden 
William  . 
Patt . . . 
Biddy  . . 
Mary 

Tom  M'Hale  . 
A.  Mulrooney 
Mary  Kelly  . 

Catherine  Walsh 
Mary  Coyne  . 
James  Fergus  . 
Anne  M-Greevy 
Peggy  . . 

Kitty  . . 
Winny  . . 

John  Toney  . 

Michael  . . 

Mary  Rider  . 
Nancy  Rider  . 


60  . . Errow  . , 

40  4 Aughadrina 

70  . . Clooncunra  , 


40  . . Goosepark 

44  3 Aughadrina 

40  3 Ringaruuo 


52  3 Aughadrina 


60  1 Crcevagh 

32  1 Mt.  Daisy 


. . Cornaveigh 
4 Deryuaskag 
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Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  &c, — continued. 


| Christian 
of  Wife. 


Richard  . 

John  Higgins  . 

I Anne  Keane  . 

I Micliael  Morris 
Stephen  Tonra  ] 
Anne  . . 

Mary  . . 
j Mary  Tonry  . 

John  Jennings 
1 Mary  . . 

Judy  . . 

I Biddy  Lavelle 
I . Michael  Gannon  . 

Mary  . . 

. Anne  Byrne  . 

|.  Mick  Eliott  . 
Tom  . . 

Michael 
John  . . 

Mick  M ‘Devi not  . 
Peggy  Gannon 
Bab  . . . 

Biddy  Mullowny  . 

. Honor  O’Donnell  . 
James  Dolan  . 
Bridget  Ruby  . 

Mary  Browne  . 
.John  Keane 
Peggy  Lyons  . 
Ellen  Doyle  . 

. Mary  M‘Hugh 
Mary  Gibbons 
Anne  . . 

Toby  . . 
Widow  Joyce  . 

Patt  Browne  . 
Rose  . . 

Mary  . . 

I Bridget  Gibbons  . 
Tom  M'Hale  . 
Michael  . 
Thomas  . 

Thady  Malley 
Mary  . . 

Biddy  . . 

. Kitty  . . 

.William  Dunn 


1 Biddy .Londra  . 
.Tom  Connor  . 

■ Mary  Mulligan 
Patt  . . . 

.John  Reilly  . 
Bridget  Connor 
. Betty  Malley  . 
Mary  Munnely 
Anthony  . 

Patt  Geraghty 
Nelly  Philbin  . 
Judy  Philbin  . 
John  Mitchel  . 
Kitty  Mitchel . 
Peggy  Mitchel 
Patt . 

Honor  M'Hale 
Anthony  Thornton 
Joseph  . . . 

Widow  M'Evily  . 
Kitty  . . 

Honor  . . 

I Biddy  Staunton 
Anne  M'Evily 
John  Knight  . 

1 Patt  . . , 

Bridget  . . 


Westlands 

Coarsepark 

Creevagh 


Goosepark 

Aughadrint 


Knockbrack 
Ballyhean 
Coolodge 
Mb  Daisy 


Curnaraora 
Clooncunra 
Bun  com 
Coolodge 


Baynesfori 

Kiladur 


Thomas  . . 
Nancy  Mullowny 
Mary  M'Evily 
Mary  Carfy  . 
Nancy  Philbin 
Myles 

Honor 
Patt  Joyc 
John  Shaugbnessy. 
Anne  Joyce 

Tom  Walsh 
Catherine 
John  Duddy 

Michael  Devine 
Michael  Kilcoym 
Tom 

Anne  Lyons 

Honor  Garvey 
John  Kelly 
Patt  Malley 
Mark 

Patt  Walsh 
Biddy  Walsh  . 
Bridget  Vahey 

Mary  M'Hale 
Richard  . 

Richard  Kim 
Mary  . 

John  Connor 
Mick  M'Entire 
Margaret  Borke 
John  Flynn 
Mary  Broderick 
Ned  M'Hale 
Biddy  Reily 
Biddy  . 
Michael 
Judy  Foy  . 

Biddy  Ruby 
Sally 
Mary 
Honor  Staunton 

Biddy  Mullowney 
Martin  Ruby 

Mary  M'Avilly 
Mary  Sheridan 
Mary 
Patt  . 

Margar  et  M'Gough 
James  Dea 
Michael  Fynn 
Mary  Gavin 
Anne  . 

Kifty  Kilroy 
Patt  Walsh 

Biddy  . 

John 

Anne  Garvey 
Bridget  . 

Thomas  . 

Biddy  Malley 

Bridget  . 

Thomas  M'Avilly 
Thomas . . 

Mary  Morahan 

Richard  Walsh 

Patt  Graven 
Mary  Munnely 


50  5 Caroclogher 


Gurtnasmulbaun 
Lishnavilla  . 
Derroul  . 


Ballyhean 
Curuamora  . 
Aughadrina 

Deradda 

Ballyhean 

4 C 2 
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Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  &c — continued. 


Patt  Reilly 
John  Burke  . 
Bridget  Malley 
Janies  Kelly  . 
Mary  . . 

Bridget  . . 

Peggy  Browne 
William  Walsh 
Peggy  Gorman 
Anthony  Tunny 
Biddy  . 

KitDunleavy  . 
Honor  M‘Hugh 
Owen  Coyne  . 

Thomas  . . 
John  Gibbons  . 
Bridget  Darcy 

Michael  Staunton. 

Martin  . . . 

Thomas  M'Namara 
Mick  Malley  . 

Patt . . . 
Biddy  Walsh  . 
Sarah  Joyce  . 
Peggy  Davin  . 
Mary  M'Greevy 
Jane  Tunny  . 

Anthony  Reily 
Patt  Sheridan  . 

Tom  Murphy  . 
Mary  Murphy 
Patt . . . 

James  M'Gough 

Patt7  ! \ 

Kitty  . . 

John  Gavin 
John  Fallon  . 
Winny  Tuohy 
Luke  Christopher 
Mary  Brennan . 
Winny  Donnelly 
Anthony  Gallagher 
Anthony  Geraghty 
Martin  Geraghty 
James  Browne . 

Biddy  . 

Judy  Philbin  . 
Bridget  Connor 
Mary  Connor  . 

Patt  Mulroony 
Margaret  Mullen 
Mary  M'Gough 
Bessy  Mullowny 

Bridget  . . 

Thomas  . . 


Christian 
of  Wife. 


Arte  n ' lr: : ■ :l 

Kiladeer 
Mt.  Daisy 

Derrygoriff 

Coarsepark 


Westiands 
Kiladeer 
L.  Meadows 
Ballvhean 
1 Coarsepark 


Mt.  Daisy  . 
Errev  . , 

Aughadrina 


Boherbee 
Clooncunra 
Deradda 
Ballyliean 
Kiladeer 
G.  Smuthauu 
Aughadrina 
Derroule . 

Aughadrina 


Aughadrina 
Coarsepark 
Aughadrina 
3 Kiladeer 


Michael  . . 

Biddy  Hopkins 

Thomas  ; 

Bridget  Carney 
Biddy  & Mary  Kane 
Patt  Bourke  . 
Honor  Larkin  . 

Pex  Malley  . 
Mary  Dolan  . 
Bridget  M'Gough 
Biddy  . . . 

Catherine  Murphy 
Mary  Murphy. 

Tom  Henaglnin 
John  Connor  . 

Patt  . . . 

Bridget  . . 
Peggy  . . 

Honor  Tonra  . 

Tom  Kelly.  . 
Honor  . . 
Sally  . . 
Ellen  O’Brien  . 
James  Dunne  . 
Bridget  Philbin 
John  Philbin  . 
Bridget  Heuly 
David  Lightou 
John  Malley  . 
Mary  Malley  . 

Patt  Killeen  . 

Patt  Malley  . 
Arthur  . . 
Catherine  . 
Mary 

Marlin  Tonry  . 
Michael  King  . 

John  Walsh  . 

Patt  Henaghau 
Winny  Philbin 
Mary  Walsh  . 

Mary  M'Nally.  . 
Edmund  Dunleavy 
Julia  Prendergast 
Thomas  Fallon 
John  Walsh  . 

Mary  Cavanagh 
Biddy  Moran  . 

Mary  Boyle  . 

Mark  Henaghan 
Ellen  Kilcourse 
Kate. 

Honor  . . 

Mary  Walsh  . 
Catherine  Ruane 
Michael . 

William 


Christian 
of  Wife. 


Ballyliean,  January  22,  1848. 
Sir, 


Kiladeer 

Uiugamwii 

Westiands 


Bnynesfort 
Kiladeer 
Mt.  Daisy 


Durrow  . 

Aughadrina 

Ballyhcano 

Westiands 

Frenchliill 

Baynes  lord 

Liglitfurd 

Clooncunra 

Mt.  Daisy 

Cloonamore 

Dcryimshark 

Maghera 


. Curracloght 


Clerk  of  the  Union. 


Copt  of  a Minute  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Vice-Guaediahs  of  the  Castlebar  Uhion 
on  31st  January,  1848.  . 

There  beiaffreasontosupposethatBotmthstaRdingtheinquiriesoftherelieTiRsoffioers, 

and  the  scrutiny  of  this  Board,  part.es  unqualified,  or  not  in  a state  of  destitution,  have  obtained 
outdoor  relief,  and  believing  that  a publioatton  of  the  names  of  all  parties  receiving  out  door 


Anthony  J.  Ffrrnch,  Believing  Officer. 

Castlebar,  ' 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Vice- Guardi  fins  to  transmit 1 the  subjoined  copy  of  a 
minute,  adopted  by  the  Board  on  31st  January,  1848;  and  to  forward  the  enclosed  lists  of 
paupers  receiving  ont-door  relief,  m certain  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union. 

I am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant. 
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allowances,  as  paupers,  would  place  the  ratepayers  of  the  Union  in  a position  to  afford  much 
valuable  assistance  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  in  revising  the  relief  lists,  whereby  the  pressure  upon 
the  Union  funds  would  be  diminished;  the  Vice-Guardians  have  accordingly  directed  such  lists 
to  be  printed,  and  posted  in  the  most  public  places  in  the  several  electoral  divisions,  and  gene- 
rally distributed,  and  they  earnestly  call  upon  the  magistrates,  ratepayers,  and  all  well-disposed 
persons  to  afford  them  all  the  information  in  their  power,  respecting  any  cases  of  abuse  and 
imposition  which  may  come  under  their  observation  from  time  to  time,  and  to  embody  the  same 
in  a form  similar  to  the  subjoined,  which  it  is  requested  may  be  forwarded  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Union. 


Castlebar  Union. 

Electoral  Division  of_ 


Names. 

Age. 

Residence. 

Observations. 

tion  and 
Report  Rook. 

Head  of  Family 
or  Adult. 

Name  of 
Wile. 

Dated  at  

this day  of 1848. 


Signature_ 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  28,  1848. 


We  have  the  honour  to  state  that  the  amount  lodged  to  our  credit  by 
the  rate  collector  since  our  last  report  is  400/.,  a portion  of  which  he  has  not 
had  time  as  yet  to  return  in  account  to  the  clerk.  We  have  paid  on  account  of 
out-door  relief  605/.  11$.  7d.,  and  for  the  current  expenses  224/.  11s.  7 d.  We 
have  not  been  able  to  discharge  any  part  of  the  old  debts ; the  importunity  of 
contractors  who  had  hitherto  supplied  the  meal  for  out- door  relief  being  so 
urgent,  we  have  been  again  reluctantly  obliged  to  break  through  our  engage- 
ment to  the  old  creditors. 

The  numbers  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  this  week"  are  17,602,  and  judging 
from  the  progressive  weekly  increase,  we  estimate  in  anticipation  for  the  next 
week  that  the  returns  will  stand  nearly  as  follows : — 

£.  s.  cl. 

Relief  in  the  workhouse  about 80  0 0 


Nos. 

Relief  under  1st  sec.  . 8,889 
Under  2nd  sec.  . . 9,746 


Tons.  Cost. 

25  9 1 £254  12  6 
27  18  1 279  2 6 


18,365  53  7 2 £533  15  0 


Total  sum  required  for  relief  under  the  three  heads  . 603  15  0 

We  are  very  anxious  to  draw  your  particular  attention  to  the  minute  on  our 
proceedings  relative  to  the  state  of  the  Union  accounts,  from  those  of  the  late 
clerk  and  the  two  last  masters  not  having  been  closed ; to  effect  this  most  desi- 
rable object,  we  would  earnestly  request  that  a competent  person,  having  expe- 
rience of  Union  accounts,  may  be  sent  down,  as  there  is  not  any  person  here 
sufficiently  conversant  with  such  matters,  and  we  would  most  respectfully  suggest 
that  a clerk  from  your  own  office  may  be  selected. 

Captain  F arren  has  handed  to  us  500/.  in  aid  of  destitution,  of  which  we  have 
applied  168/.  6s.  9 d.  to  this  week’s  distribution,  leaving  a balance  of  331/.  13$.  3d. 
to  meet  a part  of  next  week’s  supply. 


Castlebar  Union 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  3,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  application  will  be 
made  for  a further  advance  of  300/.,  to  assist  you  in  providing  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

As  regards  the  adjustment  of  the  Union  accounts,  I am  to  state  that  a clerk 
from  this  office  cannot  be  detached  for  the  purpose  in  the  present  pressure  of 
business ; but  a competent  person  may  be  found  among  the  candidates  for  em- 
ployment here,  whose  services  could  be  obtained  for  30s.  a-weelc,  and  his 
travelling  expenses. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners: — February  29,  1848. 

The  amount  of  rate  collected  during  the  week  in  the  Union,  as  shown 

by  the 


•l..  a.  a. 

Rate  receipt  abstract  books  examined  on  Friday,  was  . . 69  17  Oi 

Making  the  total  sum  now  collected 2184  3 5~ 

Leaving  uncollected 7762  19  6 


The  collector,  however,  reported  on  Monday,  that  he  had  obtained  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  400/.,  not  then  entered  in  the  abstract.  He  has  been  pursuing  a 
more  vigorous  course,  and  during  the  week  made  seizures  of  property  for  poor- 
rates,  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Bally hean  and  Strade,  on  Friday  he  was 
supported  in  this  duty  by  detachments  of  cavalry  and  infantry. 

After  the  cattle  had  been  seized,  some  of  the  parties  concerned  paid  the  rate. 
In  other  cases,  the  cattle  and  property  have  not  been  released,  and  when  put 
up  to  auction  no  bidders  could  be  found,  the  collector’s  bailiff'  therefore  bought 
them  in,  and  they  are  on  the  collector’s  lands. 

There  is  a determination  on  the  part  of  the  public  not  to  purchase  in  poor- 
rate  cases,  m order  that  the  law  may  be  defeated,  and  the  local  papers  sympa- 
thize in  the  feeling,  and  add  to  it  by  sending  reporters  to  publish  all  particulars 
oi  these  auctions. 


As  there  is  but  one  collector  in  the  Union,  and  it  being  impossible  for  him  to 
perform  his  duties  satisfactorily  without  assistance,  it  will  be  seen  by  the 
minutes  that  the  Vice-Guardians  have  called  upon  him  to  appoint  at  least  two 
respectable  persons  as  deputies,  whose  aid  it  is  hoped  will  accelerate  the  col- 
lection. He  has  also  been  called  upon  to  serve  15  days’  notices  upon  the 
immediate  lessors  residing  in  the  county,  whose  names  are  included  in  a sup- 
plemental list  handed  in  by  him;  and  also  to  serve  six  days’  notices  upon 

certain  occupiers  mcluded  in  another  list  laid  before  the  Board;  their  names 
will  be  found  entered  on  the  minutes. 

GtmrdiansUrday  Momiay  1 attende<i  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Vice- 


Number  of  applicants  on  books  of  relieving  officers 

Admitted  to  workhouse  . 

Placed  on  out-door  relief  lists  ......’ 

Discharged  from  workhouse  to  out-door  relief  ■ 
Total  number  now  receiving  out-door  relief 


1,389 

59 

846 

7 

17,602 


mmide  foTtte ae  British  Association  enabled  the  Vice-Guardians  to 
f receivf  f 5 °at-door  relief,  and  a balance  of  33H  remains 

doo? ^?diefrfo^th^UmSvWeen\bUaf  ,the  estimated  “mount  required  for  out- 
200  The  £££  WeAwlU  be  53sl'  13*-  8 *,  there  will  be  a deficiency  of 
tiactorswL  W f?  “k ¥ credl?ors  of  the  former  Board  and  of  the  con- 
tiactois  who  have  furnished  provisions  upon  orders  of  the  present  one  bein°-  of 

B°a-d  ha™g  m™  Plet%e3>  itself  to’meet’them 
mi  ^ch^lf  b^  iT,0^33  detailed  “ ^ reports,  the  amount  of 

ne!rt  Board-day  will  have  to  be  appro- 
to  meet  thideffoienct  ? °I  ““T*  diT.s unless  therefore  assistance  be  afforded 
fortnie-ht  when  \ ^petition  of  the  occurrence  of  last  Monday 

without  mvmpnt  th*  ract°rs  Raving  refused  to  supply  any  more  provisions 
fnorll  ri  ^°+01  ?me  °/  e^ectoral  divisions  would  have  been 
left  without  foodhad  not  a portion  of  a grant  given  by  the  British  Association 
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for  another  purpose  been  temporarily  appropriated  to  meet  the  emergency.  I, 
therefore,  hope  the  Commissioners  will  take  the  case  into  their  consideration 
and  request  a further  grant  from  the  British  Association. 

I am  happy  to  report  that  the  issue  of  daily  rations  of  rye  bread  in  return  for 
a daily  task  of  work,  has  this  week  been  brought  into  operation  in  some  of  the 
electoral  divisions  of  the  Union,  and  will  be  extended  to  the  other  districts  as 
soon  as  possible.  I trust  the  measure  will  have  a good  effect.  The  details  of 
the  system  will  however  press  heavily  on  the  Union  officers,  and  the  cost  of 
printing  forms,  tickets,  &c.,  will  be  considerable ; the  overseers  alone  will  have 
to  fill  up  12,000  tickets  in  each  week.  I have  considered  whether  the  forms 
might  be  simplified  and  the  number  reduced,  but  do  not  think  it  advisable,  as 
the  effect,  as  a check,  would  be  lost  if  the  food  tickets  were  not  filled  and 
signed  daily,  and  given  to  the  labourers  and  left  as  vouchers  with  the 
contractor. 

Another  relieving  officer  has  resigned  his  situation,  alleging  as  a reason  the 
difficulties  of  the  office. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  3,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  regret  to  perceive  that  so  much 
opposition  exists  to  the  collection  of  the  poor-rate  in  the  Union.  The  Com- 
missioners approve  the  arrangement  proposed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  for 
enabling  the  collector  more  readily  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office,  and 
they  rely  upon  the  V ice-  Guardians  taking  such  steps  in  assisting  and  advising 
the  collector  as  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  and  overcome  the  opposition  to 
which  you  advert,  keeping  in  view  also  the  ability  of  the  parties  rated  to  pay 
their  rates,  and  the  necessity  of  providing  funds  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute 
poor  of  the  Union.  I am  at  the  same  time  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
opinion  as  to  the  sale  of  cattle  distrained  which  is  put  in  the  collector’s  manual, 
and  I am  to  state  that  the  attention  of  the  Government  has  been  called  to  your 
report,  with  a view  to  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  may  seem  to  require. 

The  Commissioners  have  applied  for  a further  advance  of  300 1.  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  which  will  probably  be  forwarded  to-day. 

The  Commissioners  perceive  with  satisfaction  that  daily  rations  in  cooked 
food  are  issued  to  persons  receiving  out- door  relief  under  the  2nd  Section  of 
the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  in  some  of  the  divisions  of  the  Unisn; 
and  they  trust  that  the  Vice-Guardians  will  make  exertions  to  have  a similar 
system  universally  adopted  in  the  Unions  under  their  charge. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  5,  1848. 

In' reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  stating  that  the  Commissioners 
deem  it  desirable  to  determine  or  to  suspend  on  the  1 8th  of  March  instant,  all 
orders  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  authorizing 
out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men;  and  wishing  to  know  whether,  in  my  opinion, 
there  could  be  any  decided  objection  to  this  course  in  Castlebar  Union,  I beg  to 
state.that  distress  prevails  so  extensively  in  the  Union,  and  the  pressure  for  relief 
is  still  so  great,  that  the  consequences  of  such  a suspension  of  out-door  relief 
would  be  of  a very  serious  nature. 

The  number  of  individuals  who  received  out-door  relief  during  the  week  just 
ended  was  17,373,  and  of  them  9198  consisted  of  able-bodied  men  and  their 
families. 

As  there  are  very  few  persons  employed  by  proprietors  under  the  Land  Im- 
provement and  Drainage  Acts,  (I  am  aware  of  only  one  instance  in  the  Union,) 
and  the  spring  work  being  generally  executed  by  the  smaller  holders ‘(who  form 
the  mass  of  agricultural  occupiers  in  this  district)  with  the  assistance  of  their  own 
lamilies,  without  calling  in  labourers ; and  the  large  occupiers  who  will  employ 
labourers  at  money  wages,  being  small  in  number,  their  sources  even  with  the 
assistance  afforded  by  the  British  Association  to  the  schools,  will  be  totally  in- 
adequate to  meet  the  wants  of  .the  numerous  class  now  receiving  relief  under  the 
section  in  question,  . ’ 

Under  these  circumstances,  as  much  suffering  would  be  occasioned  if  the  pro- 


Castlebar  Union. 
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posed  measure  was  applied  to  this  district,  I beg  to  recommend  that  the  orders 
alluded  to  he  not  suspended  in  this  Union  ; hut  at  the  same  time  think  that  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  persons  relieved  under  its  provisions  might  be  called 
for  to  meet  the  case,  and  that  it  could  be  carried  out  with  safety. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  8,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  state  whether  the  state 
of  the  Union  is  such  that  the  provisions  of  the  accompanying  order  to  Listowel 
Union  could  be  carried  into  effect. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  under  that  order,  single  men  and  men  with  only  two 
children  will  be  thrown  on  their  own  resources. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  6,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  rate  collector  has  not  lodged 
any  sum  on  account  of  the  collection  for  the  past  week,  nor  has  he  attended  the 
Board  to  offer  any  explanation  or  give  an  account  ot  the  state  of  his  collection, 
although  written  "to  by  the  Chairman  requiring  him  to  attend  for  that  purpose. 
The  great  pressure  upon  him  in  consequence  of  the  collection  of  the  county  cess 
previous  to  the  approaching  assizes,  in  our  opinion,  prevents  him  from  properly 
attending  to  the  collection  of  the  poor-rate. 

Out  of  the  sum  of  331/.  135.  3c?.  of  the  500/.  handed  to  us  last  week  by  Captain 
Farren,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  we  have  paid  2047.  7s.  9c/.  to  the  con- 
tractor, who  agreed  to  supply  the  quantity  of  Indian  meal  required  for  last  week, 
in  addition  to  the  orders  given  on  the  Commissariat  stores  at  Ballina  and  Ballin- 
robe ; the  balance  of  126/.  5s.  6c/.  still  remains  to  our  credit  towards  the  cost  of 
this  week’s  out-door  relief. 

Captain  Farren  has  this  day  handed  an  order  on  the  Commissariat  store  at 

Ballinrobe  for  300/.  worth  of  provisions  granted  by  the  British  Association  in 

aid  of  destitution,  and  we  have  issued  orders  on  the  officer  in  charge  there  for 
298/.  3s.  3 \d. ; the  remainder  required  for  this  week,  amounting  to  128/.  8s.  Id., 
we  have  ordered  from  contractors,  to  be  paid  for  when  accounted  for  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

There  are  17,727  persons  now  on  the  out-door  relief  lists,  and  we  estimate  that 
the  numbers  next  week  will  stand  nearly  as  follows  : — 

Relief  in  the  workhouse,  about  80/. 

Tons.  cwts.  qrs.  £/.  S.  d. 

Under  the  1st  section  . . 8106  . . 23  0 0 . . 230  0 0 

Under  the  2nd  section  . 9746  . . 27  18  1 . . 279  2 6 


The  sum  required  for  the  next  week,  about  . 


509  2 6 


Plaving  had  near  200  vacancies  in  the  workhouse  this  week  we  have  been 
enabled  to  offer  it  as  a test  to  numbers  of  applicants  for  relief  who  have  declined 
to  accept  it,  and  we  have  besides,  by  the  scrutiny  and  reports  of  some  of  the  re- 
lieving officers,  been  able  to  strike  off  several  who  had  imposed  on  them  in  the 
first  instance,  when  the  pressure  was  greater. 

In  reference  to  your  letter,  dated  3rd  March,  we  have  respectfully  to  request 
that  a well  qualified  person  may  be  selected  from  the  applicants  for  employment, 
and  sent  down  as  soon  as  possible  at  30s.  per  week,  with  travelling  expenses 
coming  and  returning. 

We  are  sorry  to  say  that  our  colleague,  Mr.  Thomas,  is  confined  by  illness  and 
unable  to  attend  the  Board  this  day ; we  hope,  however,  a few  days  will  restore 
his  health. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  10,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  non-attendance  of  the  collector  of  poor-rate  and  non- 
payment of  any  money  on  account  of  his  collection,  I am  to  state  that  his  collection 
of  county  cess  and  of  poor-rate  are  presumed  to  proceed  simultaneously,  and  there- 
fore should  not  prevent  the  payment  of  the  poor-rate  to  the  Union  treasurer.  The 
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Commissioners  consider  his  omission  of  sufficient  importance  to  require  your 
serious  notice  and  attention. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  application  has  been  made  to  the  British 
Association  for  a further  advance  of  500/.  to  assist  you  in  providing  for  the  wants 
of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

As  regards  the  employment  of  a person  to  arrange  the  Union  accounts,  the 
Commissioners  will  have  a person  selected  for  the  purpose  and  sent  to  the  Union 
in  a few  days. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners: — March  7,  1848. 

The  amount  of  rate  collected  during  the  week  in  this  Union,  as  shown  by 
the  rate  receipt  abstracts,  examined  on  Friday,  was  159/.  2 s.  2\d.  This,  however, 
is  a portion  of  the  additional  sum  of  400/.  (mentioned  in  my  report  of  last  week), 
stated  by  the  collector  to  have  been  obtained  and  not  entered  when  the  “accounts” 
for  that  week  had  been  examined.  It  does  not  therefore  appear  that  any  payments 
have  been  received  since  that  report  was  written,  or  that  the  full  amount  of  the 
sum  in  question  has  been  accounted  for  by  the  block  receipts  or  in  the  Abstract 
Books. 

The  total  amount  now  collected,  as  shown  by  the  Abstract  Books  and  block 
receipts,  is  2343/.  5s.  7\d.,  whereas  the  lodgments  in  the  foregoing  seasons  exceed 
this  sum.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  minutes  of  yesterday,  that  as  the  collector  has 
not  complied  with  a former  minute,  requiring  him  to  issue  receipts  for  all  sums 
received  by  him  from  the  rate-payers,  the  Vice-Guardians  have  again  desired  him 
to  do  so;  otherwise  they  will  call  upon  the  rate-payers,  by  advertisement,  to  notify 
to  the  clerk  of  the  Union  the  sums  they  have  paid,  in  order  that  receipts  may  be 
given,  and  confusion  in  the  accounts  prevented. 

The  amount  uncollected,  as  shown  by  the  Abstract  Books  and  block  receipts,  is 
7603/.  17s.  3 \<1. 

No  lodgement  having  been  reported  to  the  Vice-Guardians  on  Saturday  or 
Monday,  the  collector  was  required  by  the  Chairman  to  attend  and  afford  some 
information  respecting  the  collection  ; he  however  neither  attended  nor  gave  any 
explanation. 

As  the  assizes  will  be  held,  during  this  week,  his  duties  as  barony  cess  collector, 
and  the  preparation  of  the  accounts  of  that  office,  have  no  doubt  taken  up  his  time 
and  attention. 

The  collector  has  not  yet  reported  the  names  of  persons  to  act  as  his  deputies  ; 
and  has  only  given  in  one  list  of  20  highest  occupiers  who  have  not  paid  their 
rates,  since  the  receipt  of  the  minute  which  required  him  to  continue  such  lists 
from  Board-day  to-day. 

The  appointment  of  deputies  is  a matter  of  much  importance,  and  I had  an 
opportunity  of  urging  the  point  upon  the  collector  during  the  week  ; he  alleged 
that  a difficulty  existed  in  getting  persons  in  whom  he  could  place  confidence, 
but  admitted  the  necessity  of  obtaining  such  assistance.  This  step  will  be  insisted 
on. 

On  Saturday  and  Monday  I attended  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians. 
Mr.  Otway,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  was  present  a portion  of  each  day. 

The  numbers  applying  for  relief  have  not  diminished,  there  were  1,389 
Of  whom  admitted  to  workhouse  ......  193 

Placed  on  out-door  relief  lists  . . . • . 488 

The  total  number  now  receiving  out-door  relief  is  . . . 17,717 

The  publication  of  the  lists  of  persons  receiving  relief  has  not  been  so  successful 
in  procuring  information  of  abuses  as  could  be  wished,  very  few  cases  having  been 
yet  reported  to  the  clerk  of  the  Union.  The  rate-payers  generally  have  not  come 
forward  to  afford  this  information  ; and  without  their  co-operation  in  indicating 
such  cases,  revision  is  almost  impossible.  Letters  are  written  to  the  local  news- 
papers complaining  of  frauds,  but  the  parties  do  not  take  the  course  which  they 
have  been  entreated  to  do  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  viz.,  to  send  them  the  necessary 
information,  in  order  that  the  abuses  maybe  inquired  into  and  corrected  ; however 
I trust  the  rate-payers  will  yet  comply  with  the  appeal  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  as 
their  local  knowledge  will  be  of  infinite  value  in  checking  the  frauds  which  do 
exist,  and  in  preventing  their  recurrence. 

A dread  of  becoming  obnoxious  to  the  people,  and  that  their  property  will  suffer 
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m revenge  for  their  being  the  means  of  stopping  the  relief  to  the  parties  receiving 
it,  seems  to  be  the  foundation  of  this  disinclination  to  give  information  of  abuses  on 
the  part  of  the  well-disposed  of  the  community, 

In  carrying  into  effect  the  system  of  daily  rations  of  rye  bread  to  the  able-bodied 
some  frauds  have  been  discovered.  A man  who  had  been  receiving  meal  under 
the  former  system  presented  his  ticket  to  the  contractor,  but  his  name  not  having 
been  returned  to  the  overseer  on  the  change  of  system,  he  therefore  did  not  get  the 
ticket  for  bread,  and  was  refused.  He  complained  to  the  Board,  also  stating  that  a 
woman  who  had  11  acres  of  land  was  receiving  rations.  The  relieving  officer 
was  directed  to  inquire  into  the  facts,  and  found  that  it  was  the  case.  She  was, 
of  course,  cancelled. 

The  relieving  officer  who  reported  this  woman’s  case  as  a fit  object  for  relief, 
resigned  his  situation  some  weeks  since.  The  necessity  for  a revision  of  the  lists 
of  parties  receiving  relief  becomes  more  apparent  every  day. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  9,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  regret  at  the  very  unsatisfactory  state  of 
the  collection  of  the  poor-rate  in  the  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  enclose  herewith  a list  of  the  immediate  lessors  who 
were  defaulters  referred  to  in  your  report  to  the  Commissioners,  dated  the  6th 
January  last ; and  I am  to  request  that  in  your  next  report  you  will  state  the 
names  of  those  immediate  lessors  who  have  since  then  paid  their  rates,  and  that 
you  will  return  the  list,  with  a note  of  the  stage  in  which  the  legal  proceedings  to 
compel  payment  now  are  in  each  of  the  other  cases. 

The  Commissioners  also  request  that  you  will  bring  the  unsatisfactory  state 
of  the  collection  pointedly  before  the  Vice- Guardians  at  their  next  meeting,  with 
a view  to  such  steps  being  adopted  and  prosecuted  as  will  enable  them  to  satisfy 
themselves  that  the  collector  is  endeavouring  to  do  his  duty,  or  to  give  such 
directions  and  advice  as  may  be  requisite  to  place  the  collection  in  a less  disastrous 
condition. 

The  Commissioners  also  think  it  desirable  that  the  attention  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  should  be  directed  to  the  expediency  of  visiting  the  relief  depots,  with 
a view  to  the  detection  of  cases  of  simulated  distress,  and  the  due  enforcement  of 
the  labour  test. 

It  will  also  he  advisable  that  their  attention  should  be  specially  directed  to  the 
offer  of  relief  in  the  workhouse  as  a test  of  destitution;  and  the  Commissioners 
are  desirous  of  being  informed  of  the  means  which  have  been  adopted  in  the  work- 
house for  carrying  strictly  into  effect  the  16th  article  of  the  general  regulations 
with  regard  to  the  occupation  aud  employment  of  the  inmates. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners: — March  9,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th 
instant,  referring  to  my  report  of  the  5th  instant,  relating  to  the  proposed  suspen- 
sion of  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  in  the  Castlebar 
Union,  and  requesting  me  to  report  whether  the  provisions  of  the  order  to  Listowel 
Union  (enclosed  in  your  letter)  could  be  carried  into  effect  in  this  Union.  In 
soSnd  S Tf  ,°S'ate,that'  iaimy  °PiniM'  *e  Provisions  of  such  an  order 
hePco  1-  S f r/le  "Tr1  men  °'%  two  children,  and  authorizing 

s^oiee,oto  classes  of  destitute  — ■ froui  *iie 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  II,  1848. 

rennet  brth,.e  9ommis5ioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 

report  of  the  9th  mstant,  stating  your  opinion  that  an  order  suspending  out-door 
relief  to  single  men  and  men  with  only  two  children,  and  directing  the  continuance 
Pnn  R ? t tile.other  ojffb  adverted  to  in  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish 
Pool  Rehef  Extension  Act,  could  be  carried  into  effect  in  the  Castlebar  Union ; 

ham  t0  m5nn  y°U  th*\ihe  Commissioners  have  accordingly  given  directions 
tor  the  preparation  of  an  order  to  that  effect. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 
Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners: — March  14,  1848. 


567 


Owing  to  the  causes  adverted  to  in  my  last  report,  viz.,  the  collector’s 
time  and  attention  being  given  to  the  completion  of  his  accounts  for  barony  cess 
lor  presentation  at  the  assizes  now  going  on  in  this  town,  the  amount  of  rate 
entered  in  the  abstract  books  as  collected  during  the  week,  is  inconsiderable  viz 
III.  Lis.  4£«.  '* 


The  total  amount  of  rate  now  collected  is  . 
Leaving  uncollected  .... 


£2,422 

£7,538 


3 0 
3 II* 


It  is  hopeless  to  expect  exertion  from  the  collector  until  his  accounts  of  barony 
cess  have  been  disposed  of,  which  will  be  at  the  end  of  this  week,  I have  been 
informed  that  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  the  times  a very  large  arrear  of  that 
comparatively  popular  tax  remains  outstanding. 

The  Vioe-Guardians  have  had  an  interview  with  one  of  the  collector’s  sureties 
upon  the  subject  of  the  state  ol  the  collection,  and  urged  the  appointment  of  depu- 
ties to  assist  the  collector  in  his  duties.  He  saw  the  necessity^  the  measure  L d 

to^double“"  “U  “*  MUe',Ce  wMh  the  C°W  t0  iaiace  him 

c.°]lec‘or  a*sert=  ‘hat  a g*:eat  P°rti°n  of  the  rate  will  ultimately  be  got  in 
and  that  he  has  offered  the  appointment  of  deputy  collector  to  several  respectable 
peisons  whom  he  could  depend  upon,  but  they  could  not  be  persuaded  to  undertake 
the  duty  ; he  has  been  urged  to  renew  the  effort. 

With  reference  to  the  list  of  immediate  lessors  who  had  not  paid  their  rates 
forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  in  January  last,  I enclose  a return  of  the  t,.™-' 
of  the  parties  who  have  since  po.d  the  rate,  and  showing  the  amount  paid.  (A  ) 

I have  requested  the  solicitor  of  the  Union  to  furnislfme  with  his  observations 

in  L't  hfim  111  w the  Proceadings  for  enforcing  payment  in  the  other  cases 
in  that  list  now  are,  but  owing  to  the  pressure  of  business  upon  him  at  this  moment 
(the  assizes  now  being  held;,  lie  lias  not  yet  furnished  me  with  this  information  ■ 
as  soon  as  I obtain  it  I will  report  specially  upon  the  subject. 

RimdCre°!fefillCati10n,0“* hel’,lrtoftlle  la‘e  rate  collector  was  beard  in  the 
Recoid  Court  here  yesterday,  and  a verdict  given  in  favour  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ■ 

Sc nniXd  foS  r r bemg  re<IUrred  ‘a  pay  the  balance  of  the  lost  collection  not 
accounted  for,  less  the  amount  of  poundage  due  to  the  collector. 

On  Saturday  ami  Monday  I attended  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians 
o,Jb,eif 10  applicants  on  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers  had  increased 

one-half,  as  compared  with  the  returns  of  the  three  preceding  weeks. 

Number  of  applicants j 702 

Of  which  placed  on  out-door  relief  list  . 1,201  * 

Admissions  to  workhouse  . . . 52 

The  total  number  now  receiving  out-door  relief  is  18,954 

teJhanSiSfUrdiallSf  ™eessed  with  the  value  °f  tha  workhouse  as  a 

test,  and  the  leturn  of  last  week,  when  vacancies  existed  in  that  establishment 
shows  its  efficacy,  one-third  only  of  the  number  of  applicants  having  been  placed  on 
he  out-door  relief  lists,  whilst  on  the  last  Board-day,  when  th?  vacancies were 

tMrdr,Eve^CfI°flaitl  UUWJ>er  °rdefd  °“t'door  relief  "’as  double,  viz.,  two- 
• ' m1*'  e^ort  'vl*  ma(*e  t0  render  as  many  vacancies  as  possible  available 

m die  workhouse  each  week  for  the  application  of  this  test.  P “ 

Iwo  hundred  and  sixty-nine  individuals  were  struck  off  the  relief  lists  in 
Castlebar  electoral  division,  upon  the  report  of  the  relWi™  - * 

destitute,  or  cases  of  fraud;  and  at  the  examination  of  the  labour  books  of  the 

Whh  regarTto  \re  ““f*  ,V°m  “>e 

With  regard  to  the  occupation  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  the  female 
paupers  are  employed  in  making  articles  of  wearing  apparel  most  retired  n the 
house,  and  the  men  at  stone-breaking.  Inconvenience  is  felt  from  Te  wan?  of  a 

reXMTn  NrtfeeSXbetend  46  }abT‘'  dePartme”*;  * man  was  appointed,  but  he 
be“  bab“ed’  "’ith  the  viewPtPo  other  parties 

!wt  ““der  great  difficuIly  in  obtaining  fit  persons  for 
;thtffr“au.0'  theU,,I0U:  * iS  -U  properly 
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Enclosure. 


(A.) 


Names  of  Immediate  Lessors  included  in  ihe  List  of  Defaulters,  dated  10th  January,  1848, 
who  have  since  paid  their  Rates. 


Sir  Robert  Lynch  Blosse,  Bart. 
Mervyn  Pratt,  Esq. 

A.  C.  Lynch,  Esq. 

Ormsby  Ellwood,  Esq.  . 
Malachi  Tuohy,  Esq.  . 

John  Finn,  Esq.  . 

Lord  Clanmorris  . 

Walter  Joyce,  Esq. 

Lady  Norbury 
Anthony  J.  French 
W.  Kearney,  Esq. 

St.  Clair  O’Malley,  Esq. 
George  H.  Moore,  Esq. 


Amount  paid. 

£.  s.  d. 
159  0 0 
21  10  9 
50  2 8 
28  12  7* 
■24  14  6 
23  10  2£ 
21  2 Ti 
20  8 2£ 
26  17  9 
10  17  7 
18  0 0 
21  3 6 
38  0 11* 


£.  s.  d. 

10  3 1-|  still  due. 
7S  11  9 due. 

30  6 5 due. 


13  5 5J  unpaid. 


March  14, 1848. 


£464  1 4f 

William  Mallet,  Collector. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  20,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  rate  collector  of  this  Union  has 
not  made  any  lodgment  on  account  of  his  collection  with  the  treasurer  since  our 
last  report,  nor  has  he,  as  will  he  seen  by  reference  to  the  minutes  of  our  proceed- 
ings, complied  with  the  orders  made  at  previous  Boards.  The  reason  he  has 
assigned  is  his  having  been  for  the  last  fortnight  engaged  at  the  assizes  as  collector 
of  grand  jury  cess,  and  he  has  promised  to  devote  himself  in  the  most  strenuous 
manner  to  the  collection  of  the  poor  rates  henceforward. 

Our  position  has  become  extremely  embarrassing  both  by  the  non-collection  of 
the  rates,  and  that  a considerable  portion  of  the  rates  already  collected  have  been 
applied  to  out-door  relief,  as  well  as  that  a large  sum  is  still  due  to  contractors 
who  supplied  food  previous  to  grants  being  made  by  the  British  Association 
to  aid  us  in  providing  for  the  persons  on  out-door  relief.  Wre  have  no  funds  to 
pay  the  contractors  lor  the  carriage  and  distribution  of  the  meal  drawn  from  the 
Commissariat  depots,  and  we  fear  that  all  the  contractors  will  stop  the  supplies  for 
the  house,  and  that  none  will  come  forward  to  enter  into  new  contracts  from  the 
25th  instant. 

There  are  now  20,051  persons  on  the  relieving  officers’  lists,  1010  having  been 
added  this  week,  from  such  numbers  of  applicants,  having  qualified  themselves 
by  a tender  of  a portion  of  their  holdings,  reserving  the  house  and  quarter- acre, 
and  being  reported  destitute ; but  as  those  entitled  to  relief  will  be  very  consider- 
ably lessened  in  consequence  of  the  order  to  discontinue  it  to  certain  classes,  we 
do  not  estimate  that  more  than  400Z.  will  he  required  for  the  week  ending  the  1st 
of  April. 

The  relieving  officers’ books  having  been  ruled  on  Saturday,  and  the  order  issued 
for  the  provision,  we  were  unable  to  put  your  sealed  order,  dated  on  the  18th 
instant,  and  this  day  laid  before  the  Board,  in  force  further  than  to  direct  the 
relieving  officers  not  to  issue  rations  to  the  able-bodied  men  of  1 8 years  and  above, 
and  to  be  prepared  to  strike  off  the  married  not  having  more  than  two  children 
dependent  upon  them,  at  the  next  Board  day. 

Captain  Farren  handed  in  two  orders,  each  for  250/.  worth  of  provisions,  granted 
by  the  British  Association  to  assist  us  in  providing  for  the  destitute  poor,  and  we 
have  issued  orders  on  the  depot  at  Ballina  for  2071.  worth,  and  on  that  at  Ballinrobe 
for  2391.  15s.  worth. 


Refly  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  25,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  state,  that  under  the  circumstances  mentioned 
in  your  report  of  the  20th  instant,  they  will  make  application  for  the  further 
advance  of  400£  required  to  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  Castlebar  Union  in  the 
week  ending  the  1st  proximo. 
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The  Commissioners  observe  that  the  collector  has  promised  you  to  devote  him-  Castlebar  Union, 
self  strenuously  henceforward  to  the  collection  of  the  rales  outstanding ; and  they 
rely  on  your  keeping  him  to  his  duty  by  requiring  cause  to  he  shown  from  time  to 
time  for  the  non-collection  of  every  sum  of  considerable  amount  which  shall  appear 
to  be  unpaid. 

In  reference  to  your  expression  of  an  expectation  that  the  number  of  persons  to 
be  relieved  will  now  be  reduced  by  the  order  limiting  the  able-bodied  classes  that 
may  be  relieved,  the  Commissioners  feel  it  necessary  to  request  that  their  order 
may  not  be  considered  as  requiiing  relief  to  be  given  to  all  persons  of  the  classes 
referred  to  in  it,  but  only  as  enabling  the  Vice- Guardians  to  relieve  persons  of 
such  classes  who,  on  inquiry,  appear  to  be  actually  destitute. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  21,  1848. 

The  amount  of  rate  collected  during  the  past  week,  as  shown  by  the  Rate 
Abstract  Receipt  Books,  was  very  trifling,  viz.  . . . £29  9 11£ 

The  total  amount  of  rate  now  collected  is  ....  2,408  18  Ilf 

Leaving  uncollected 7,508  14  0 

The  collector,  who  attended  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  yesterday,  stated  in 
explanation,  that  he  was  occupied  during  the  assizes  with  the  arrangement  of  his 
accounts,  as  barony  cess  collector,  and  that  he  found  it  impossible  under  such 
circumstances  to  give  his  attention  to  the  poor-rate,  but  that  the  assizes  being  now 
over,  he  would  devote  himself  to  the  latter  duty. 

The  progress  of  the  collection  for  some  time  past  has  been  unsatisfactory,  and 
the  measures  taken  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  with  the  view  of  assisting  the  collector 
in  his  duties,  as  well  as  to  enforce  the  collection,  have,  in  consequence  of  the 
collector’s  non-compliance  with  their  instructions,  been  unsuccessful;  thus,  the 
directions  the  collector  received  from  the  Vice- Guardians  to  serve  notices  upon 
certain  parties  whose  names  were  returned  as  defaulters  in  supplemental  lists, 
furnished  by  the  collector  after  having  been  repeatedly  called  for,  have  not  been 
carried  out ; and  he  has  hot  yet  appointed  deputies  to  assist  him  in  the  collection. 
It  will  be  seen  by  the  minutes  that  the  Vice-Guardians  have  again  called  his 
attention  to  these  points,  urging  him  to  seek  for  persons  properly  qualified  to  assist 
him  as  deputies ; and  with  respect  to  the  notices,  informing  him  that  unless  they 
are  served  before  the  next  Board-day,  the  100th  section  of  the  Poor  Law  Act 
must  be  put  in  force  against  him. 

With  regard  to  the  immediate  lessors  whose  names  were  included  in  the  list  of 
defaulters  handed  over  to  the  solicitor  of  the  Union,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Commissioners,  in  January  last,  to  be  proceeded  against  in  the  superior  Courts,  I 
now  enclose  the  return  of  their  names,  & c.,  containing  the  observations  of  the 
solicitor  as  to  the  stage  in  which  the  proceedings. in  each  case  now  are. 

In  a few  instances  the  parties  have  paid  the  rale  since  the  original  list  was  fur- 
nished in  January : their  names  were  stated  in  my  report  of  the  14th  instant. 

In  the  others,  the  solicitor  has  taken  the  measures  necessary  for  obtaining  decrees 
in  the  approaching  term. 

On  Saturday  and  Monday  I attended  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Vice- 


Guardians. 

The  applications  for  relief  were  still  very  numerous,  viz.  . 1 359 

Of  which  admitted  to  workhouse  .....  39 

Placed  on  out-door  relief  lists  ......  822 

Number  rejected  ........  498 

Persons  discharged  from  workhouse  to  out-door  relief  . 15 


The  sealed  order  suspending  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  single  men  above  18 
years  of  age,  and  to  able-bodied  married  men  having  only  two  children,  reached 
the  clerk  on  Sunday,  and  as  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers,  with  one  exception, 
were  ruled  on  Saturday,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  bring  the  order  into  full 
effect  this  week.  The  relieving  officers  have  been,  however,  instructed  to  issue  no 
rations  to  the  able-bodied  single  men  above  18  years  ; and  to  warn  the  other  class 
alluded  to,  viz.,  the  able-bodied  married  men  having  only  two  children,  that  in  future 
they  must  depend  on  their  own.  resources. 

I have  visited  the  workhouse  frequently  during  the  week ; considerable  improve- 
ment in  the  industrial  departments  of  the  establishment  has  taken  place  ; arrange- 
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Castlebar  Union,  merits  have  been  carried  into  effect,  by  which  the  clothing  required  both  for  the 
male  aud  female  paupers  is  made  up  in  the  house,  principally  by  the  women,  for 
whose  use  the  school-room  formerly  occupied  by  the  girls,  now  located  in  the 
auxiliary  workhouse,  has  been  appropriated  as  a workroom.  Some  of  the  boys, 
under  the  superintendence  of  a tailor,  are  also  employed  in  making  up  the  clothing, 
and  others  in  shoemaking.  The  able-bodied  male  paupers  are  occupied  in  breaking- 
stones  for  the  pathways. 

The  contractors’  bonds  for  the  erection  of  the  fever  hospital  have  been  signed, 
aud  the  workmen  are  now  employed  on  that  edifice. 


Castlebar  Union. 


1.  The  Earl  of  Lucan  . 

2.  Sir  Robert  L.  Blosse,  Bart. . 

3.  Colonel  Charles  N.  Knox  . 


4.  Peter  Bourke,  Esq.  . 


5.  Mervyn  Pratt,  Esq.  . . Enuiscoe  . 

6.  Colonel  Thomas  Fitzgerald . 


Castlebar  House  . 
Balia  . . . . 


7.  Sir  Samuel  O’Malley,  Bart. 


8.  Captain  St.  George  Cuffe 

9.  Marquis  of  Sligo 


10.  James  Anderson,  Esq. 


11.  Andrew  C.  Lynch,  Esq. 

12.  Lord  Kilmaine  . 

13.  Captain  W.  M.  Fitzmaurice 

14.  William  Kearney,  Esq.  . 

15.  John  Walsh,  Esq.  . 


16.  Conyngham  Jones,  Esq. 

17.  Lord  A von  more  . 


IS.  Colonel  John  Brown 

19.  John  Cheevers,  Esq. 

20.  Charles  M.  Coyne,  Esq. 

21.  George  H.  Moore,  Esq. 

22.  Charles  A.  O’Malley,  Esq. 


23.  Joseph  D.  Bourke,  Esq. 

24.  Captain  John  Knox  . 

25.  James  Hardiman,  Esq.  . 


Kilboyne  House  . 


Deel  Castle 
Westport . 


Woodpark 


The  Neale 
Lagatum  . 
Bailinvilla 


Breaffy  . 

Killion,  Co.  Galway  . 

Westlands 

Moorehall 


Westport . 
Greenwood  Park  . 


£.  s.  d. 
692  4 2£ 
169  3 If 
119  13  lOf 


106  S 2£ 


100  2 6 
105  17  8f 


81  14  11 
77  8 10 


67  0 8f 
63  3 7£ 
53  14  5f 

46  14  9f 
43  6 2f 


42  3 If 
39  18  ' 3f 

39  11  5 
38  0 Ilf 
36  14  2 


35  7 If 
34  11  Of 


Solicitor's  Observations. 


Bill  of  privilege  filed. 

Paid  all  but  51.  odd. 

This  should  be  67/.  14s.  id.,  as  appears  by 
the  account;  and  a writ  lias  issued  against 
Colonel  Knox,  returnable  on  the  14th  April 
next. 

Writ  issued;  returnable  14th  April.  The 
collector  has  been  paid  a portion  of  this  ac- 
count, which  should  have  been  stated  at 
141/.  15s.  3^c/,  being  liable  for  the  sum 
charged  to  No.  24. 

Paid  part.  Writ  issued;  returnable  14th 
April,  for  balance. 

Receiver  in  this  case  applied  to,  and  refused 
payment.  Application  to  be  made  for  an 
order  for  payment  to  Master  of  the  Roils 
first  day  of  Term. 

Writ  issued;  returnable  14th  April.  No  ex- 
pectation of  having  it  served  personally,  but 
must  endeavour  to  obtain  leave  to  substitute 
service. 

Writ  issued ; returnable  the  14th  April. 

His  agent,  Mr.  Hildebrand,  has  undertaken 
to  pay  immediately;  if  not,  a bill  of  privilege 
shall  be  filed  the  moment  I receive  his  ac- 
count in  detail. 

In  gaol.  Receiver  on  his  property  refuses  to 
pay,  not  having  funds  to  pay  head  rent. 
Application  as  in  No.  6. 

Paid  50/.  Writ  issued  for  balance;  return- 
able llth  April. 

Bill  of  privilege  drafted. 

Receiver  in  this  case  like  ns  No.  6. 

Paid  part,  and  is  making  arrangements  for 
payment  of  the  balance. 

As  this  gentleman  is  an  attorney,  a declara- 
tion shall  be  filed  against  him  on  the  15th 
April,  unless  payment  sooner  made. 

Writ  issued;  returnable  14th  April  against 
Henry  Shaw  Jones. 

His  Lordship,  and  his  son  acting  as  his  agent, 
have  both  promised  payment  by  their  let- 
ters. A bill  of  privilege  has  been  prepared 
in  this  ease.  The  account  returned  to  me 
amounts  to  38/.  12s.  8|<Z. 

Receiver  same  as  No.  6. 

Not  in  the  kingdom.  His  agent  has  promised 
payment. 

Writ  issued  for  14th  April. 

Paid. 

Abroad.  No  agent.  These  lands  about  to  be 
evicted  by  Lord  Kilmaine,  head  landlord, 
for  non-payment  of  rent.  I recommend  the 
occupiers  who  pay  no  party  to  be  served 
with  the  “ monthly  notice.” 

Writ  issued  ; returnable  14th  April. 

This  account  should  have  been  charged  to 
No.  4. 

Writ  issued ; returnable  14th  April.  Pay- 
ment promised. 
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Names. 

Residence. 

Amount. 

Solicitor’s  Observations. 

26.  St.  Clair  O’Malley,  Esq. 

£.  s.  d. 
34  8 Ilf 

Dead.  The  greater  part  of  this  rale  has  been 

27.  Thomas  Irwin,  Esq. 

31  4 7^ 

paid  by  Mr.  Boyd  for  the  trustees  of  Mr. 
O’Malley’s  settlements. 

Cannot  make  out  his  address  or  that  of  his 

28.  Michael  Rowland,  Esq. 

Mucknaugh  . 

30  18  6f 

agent. 

Writ  issued;  returnable  14th  April. 

29.  Francis  C.  M'Donald,  Esq.. 

Toormore 

30  8 n 

Like. 

30.  Ormshy  Elwood,  EKq.  . 

Loughmask  . 

28  12  n 

Paid. 

31.  Major  Owen  O’Malley  . 

Castlebar  .... 

27  13  1 

Dead.  His  representative  not  yet  known. 

32.  George  M.  Sheridan,  Esq.  . 

Pheasant  Hill 

26  9 8 

Not  in  Ireland.  I recommend  the  monthly 

33.  John  Rudkin,  Esq.  . 

25  3 4i 

notice  to  be  served  on  the  occupiers. 
Abroad. 

34.  Charles  Goodwin,  Esq.  . 

Swineford 

24  19  7f 

35.  Isadore  P.  Blake,  Esq.  . 

Ballylahen 

24  16  If 

Like. 

36.  Malachy  Tuohv,  Esq.  . 

Kil'ershehane 

24  14  6 

Paid  after  writ. 

37.  John  Finn,  Esq. 

Ballvmagibbon  . 

23  10  2f 

Paid  after  writ. 

38.  George  Blake,  Esq. 

23  7 9f 

Writ  issued  ; returnable  14th  April. 

39.  Lord  Clatimorris. 

21  2 7 

40.  Walter  Joyce,  Esq.  . 

Castlehicas 

20  8 2f 

Paid. 

41.  Rev.  John  Leech 

18  12  Of 

Residence  not  yet  known.  Agent  applied  to, 

42.  Walter  Bourke,  Esq.  . . 

16  17  4£ 

nud  promised  payment. 

Writ  issued;  returnable  I4th  April. 

43.  John  H.Pejton. 

16  16  6 

Writ  issued  ; returnable  14th  April. 

44.  Lady  Norbury  .... 

15  15  11 

Paid. 

45.  Dominick  Browne,  Esq. 

Brownehall  . 

15  13  8 

Writ  issued  ; returnable  14th  April. 

46.  Earl  of  Erne 

14  14  3 

Promised  payment  of  his  account  by  his  agent. 

47.  John  Knox,  Esq. 

Castlerea  .... 

13  15  8 

who  has  disputed  a few  items  of  his  account, 
but  has  promised  to  collect  these  disputed 
items  from  the  proper  party,  and  pay  all  in 
a few  days. 

Receiver,  same  as  No.  6. 

48.  Francis  B.  Knox,  Esq.  . 

12  19  7f 

Paid. 

49.  Anthony  I.  French,  Esq. 

Ballyheane 

10  17  7 

Writ  issued;  returnable  14th  April. 

50.  Jos.  Myles  MtDonnell,  Esq. 

Doo  Casile 

8 13 

Receiver,  same  as  No.  6. 

51.  Ormsby,  Esq.  . 

23  17  3 

Tlie  receiver  on  the  minor’s  estate,  Mr.  Oliver 

C.  Jackson,  frequently  promised  payment, 
and  got  the  account,  but  has  not  yet  paid. 
The  proceedings  must  be  as  in  No.  6. 

Castlebar,  March  21,  1848. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  2-1,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  observe  that  explanatory  statements  of  the 
solicitor,  as  to  his  proceedings  agains  teach  of  the  immediate  lessors,  is  so  far 
satisfactory;  and  they  recommend  that  as  the  period  for  each  stage  of  his  proceed- 
ings shall  arrive,  care  shall  be  taken  that  they  are  carried  on. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  27,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  the  rate  collector  has  lodged  130Z. 
on  account  of  his  collection  since  our  last  report.  He  has  been  examined  on  oath 
by  Captain  Farren,  and  complains  that  he  is  delayed  in  enforcing  payment  by 
distress,  from  his  being  unable  to  take  that  course  without  the  protection  of  the 
civil  power  which  he  cannot  at  all  times  obtain  in  consequence  of  the  resident 
magistrate  being  so  pressed  by  business  in  the  Westport  Union  and  other  parts  of 
his  very  extensive  district  He  also  stated  that  on  Thursday  last  he  attended  the 
petty  sessions  at  Castlebar,  to  which  he  had  several  persons  summoned  for  poor-rates, 
and  that  on  his  arrival  at  the  Court-house  shortly  after  12  o’clock,  the  magistrate, 
Dr.  Dillon,  who  had  signed  the  summonses,  told  him  he  had  adjourned  the  Court, 
as  there  was  only  one  magistrate  in  attendance.  The  collector  states,  he  remon- 
strated with  the  magistrate,  told  him  one  had  the  power  to  decide  poor-rate  cases, 
and  that  if  he  then  refused  to  go  into  the  inquiry,  the  rates  would  be  lost,  as  the 
parties  were  carrying  away  their  property;  but  Dr.  Dillon  still  refused  to  re-open 
the  Court. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  is  most  desirable  that  a resident  magistrate  shall 
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Castlebar  Union,  be  stationed,  for  some  short  time  at  Castlebar,  both  to  protect  the  collector  in  his 
collection,  and  to  secure  the  hearing  of  poor-rate  cases  brought  before  the  petty 
sessions’  Court. 

There  have  been  1520  able-bodied  married  men,  including  those  dependent 
upon  them,  and  548  able-bodied  single  men  struck  off,  making  a total  of  2068 
persons;  and  leaving  17,036  to  be  provided  for  to  Saturday,  the  1st  of  April; 
510  new  applicants  were  added  to  the  out-door  relief  lists  this  week,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  present  pressure  we  estimate  that  600/.  will  be  required  for  the  week 
ending  the  8th  of  April. 

We  have  received  from  Captain  Farren,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  400Z. 
granted  by  the  British  Association,  to  assist  in  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  in  this 
Union  ; and  we  have  issued  orders  on  the  depot  at  Ballina  for  47/.  Os.  7 \d.  worth 
of  provisions,  on  the  depot  at  Ballinrobe  for  171Z.  18s.  9 d.  worth,  and  have  pur- 
chased from  Charles  M alley,  contractor,  202/  17s.  9cZ.  worth,  to  be  supplied  and 
distributed  by  him ; the  cost  of  carriage  and  distribution  from  Ballina  and  Ballin- 
robe being  about  15/. 

We  have  paid  for  the  current  expenses  140/.  3s.  2d.,  and  on  account  of  the  out- 
door relief,  44/.  3s.  9 d. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  30,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the 
British  Association  for  a further  advance  of  600/.  to  assist  you  in  providing  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  have  communicated 
with  Her  Majesty’s  Government  with  regard  to  the  non-attendance  of  magistrates 
at  Castlebar  petty  sessions,  and  your  suggestion  to  have  a resident  magistrate 
stationed  at  Castlebar. 


Captain  Farren  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  28,  1848. 

Although  on  examining  the  rate  receipt  abstract  books  and  the  block 
receipts  on  Friday  last,  it  appeared  that  the  amount  entered  therein,  as  collected 
during  the  week,  was  trifling  (viz.,  45/.  18$.  7 Id.)  ; there  has  been  some  im- 
provement in  the  collector’s  progress,  he  having  attended  at  the  Board-room 
yesterday,  and  stated  that  he-  had  obtained  the  sum  of  130/.,  which  would  be 
lodged  with  the  treasurer  the  next  day. 

The  following  return  shows  the  state  of  the  collection  to  the  date  of  the 
examination  of  the  accounts,  Friday  last : — 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Collected 
during  Week 

23rd  March. 

Previously 

Collected. 

Total  Collected. 

Remaining 

Uncollected. 

£. 

d. 

£•  *. 

d. 

£. 

s 

d. 

£. 

d . 

Addergoole 

7 

12 

01 

9S  5 

105 

17 

S 

783 

14 

5I 

Bulla  .... 

322  3 

H 

322 

3 

If 

o ! 

Ballintubber  . 

192  9 

4+ 

192 

9 

4* 

516 

4 

Breafy  .... 

128  19 

10 

128 

19 

10 

Bsvllyhean  . 

86  2 

0* 

86 

2 

Of 

663 

15 

7 

Castlebar  . 

6 

0 

5 

906  16 

If 

912 

16 

of 

1 ,773 

11 

3 

Drum  .... 

348  11 

3* 

348 

11 

34 

9 

9f 

Islandeady 

10  10  104 

10 

10 

lof 

475 

10 

Of 

Strade  .... 

19 

13 

154  12 

5 

174 

Ilf 

9 

2f 

Turlough  . 

12 

12 

8 

1S9  18 

3 

202 

10 

11 

555 

11 

Of 

Totals  . 

45 

IS 

*1 

2,438  8 

11 

2,484 

7 

64 

7,462 

15 

4f 

By  which  it  appears  that  the  total  sum  now  collected, 
not  including  130/.  specified  above,  amounts  to  . 2484  7 6# 

Leaving  uncollected  7462  15  44 

Of  the  latter,  2903/.  6s.  7d.  is  due  by  immediate  lessors  whose  cases  arc  in 
the  hands  of  the  solicitor  of  the  Union.  The  stage  in  which  the  proceedings 
now  are  in  each  case,  was  stated  in  the  list  which  accompanied  my  report  of 
last  week.  As  the  period  for  each  stage  of  the  solicitor’s  proceedings  shall 
arrive,  care  will  be  taken  that  they  are  carried  on. 
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_ With  regard  to  the  other  cases.  In  my  last  report  I informed  the  Commis-  Castlebar  Union.’ 

sioners  that  the  directions  the  collector  had  received  from  the  Vice-Guardians,  

to  serve  notices  upon  parties  whose  names  were  returned  as  defaulters  in  sup- 
plemental lists,  furnished  by  the  collector  after  having  been  repeatedly  called 
for,  had  not  been  complied  with ; and  that  he  had  been  accordingly  informed  that 
if  this  were  not  done  by  the  next  Board-day,  the  100th  section  of  the  Poor  Law 
Act  would  be  enforced  against  him.  This  measure,  I have  now  to  state,  had 
the  desired  effect,  so  far  as  the  six-day  notices  upon  occupiers  were  concerned ; — 
these  notices  having  been  served  upon  the  parties  in  question  (with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  which  were  explained  to  the  Vice-Guardians ; and  in  these  excepted 
cases,  the  notices  will  be  served  this  week),  some  of  the  parties  have  paid ; 
summonses  will  be  issued  against  those  who  have  not,  in  due  course.  In  the 
cases  of  the  immediate  lessors,  upon  whom  fifteen-day  notices  were  ordered  to 
be  served,  the  collector  gave  as  an  excuse  that  he  had  none  of  the  forms ; they 
were  immediately  ordered,  and  handed  over  to  him  yesterday. 

The  Commissioners  will  not  infer  that  these  instructions  of  the  Board  are 
intended  to  supersede  the  collector’s  powers  of  distraint  without  notice,  as  he 
has  been  constantly  urged  to  follow  that  course  whenever  it  will  serve  the 
collection  ; but  specific  orders  have  been  given  him  in  particular  cases,  when 
the  Board  could  obtain  the  lists  from  him,  in  order  that  he  might  have  no 
excuse  for  not  enforcing  the  collection,  and  moreover,  that  such  orders  might 
be  the  means  of  supporting  him  in  his  duties. 

The  Commissioners  have  already  been  informed  of  the  instructions  given  to 
the  collector  to  obtain  deputies,  and  of  the  reasons  stated  by  him  for  his  non- 
compliance  with  their  wishes  in  this  respect,  viz.,  the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
properly  qualified  persons  in  whom  he  could  place  confidence ; he  was  urged  to 
renew  his  efforts  to  procure  such  persons — but  none  have  been  yet  appointed. 

With  such  a large  arrear  of  rate  to  collect,  and  such  an  extensive  district,  (the 
entire  Union),  the  assistance  appears  to  be  indispensable.  I regret  that  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  Vice-Guardians  have  the  power  to  compel  the  collector  to 
make  such  appointments.  The  collector’s  books  have  been  in  his  hands  nearly 
five  months;  and  the  arrears  now  outstanding  amount  to  two-thirds  of  the 
whole  rate.  It  is  true  that  nearly  3000/.  has  been  taken  out  of  his  hands,  and 
unavoidably  remains  in  abeyance  until  term  commences,  viz.,  the  middle  of  the 
next  month,  when  I trust  the  solicitor  will  carry  the  cases  through  the  superior 
courts  and  obtain  decrees ; but  upwards  of  4000/.  of  arrears  still  remains 
which  will  require  much  energy  and  perseverance  to  collect.  The  appointment 
of  deputies,  therefore,  is  a matter  of  much  importance,  as  their  assistance  would 
advance  the  collection.  The  Vice-Guardians  continue  to  urge  the  matter ; 
but  unless  a penalty  can  be  enforced  for  non-compliance,  or  the  influence  of  the 
Commissioners  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  collector,  I fear  it  will  not  be  done. 

In  the  meantime  the  collector  finds  other  difficulties.  Having  yesterday 
complained,  “ That  he  could  not  attempt  to  distrain  without  the  protection  of 
“an  armed  force,  which  must  be  accompanied  by  a magistrate ; and  that  he  had 
“applied  to  the  resident  magistrate  at  Westport,  who  has  attended  several 
“times  when  his  other  duties  would  permit;  but  in  consequence  of  the  extent 
“ of  the  district  under  his  (the  resident  magistrate’s)  charge,  comprising  parts 
“of  the  Ballina  and  Westport  Unions,  as  well  as  that  of  Castlebar,  he  is  unable 
“ to  attend  sufficiently  often ; and  that  the  progress  of  the  collection  is  conse- 
quently delayed.”  Further,  “ That  on  Saturday  morning  last,  he  applied  to 
“ the  resident  magistrate,  by  letter,  to  accompany  him  with  the  usual  escort  on 
“ Monday  or  Tuesday  ; and  that  at  that  hour,  6 o’clock,  p.m.,  he  had  received 
“ no  reply.”  I thought  it  right  to  take  down  his  deposition  to  that  effect,  and 
now  enclose  it  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners  (marked  A),  not  with 
the  view  of  urging  any  complaint  against  the  resident  magistrate,  who,  the 
collector  states,  he  has  found  most  anxious  to  give  assistance,  and  to  which  I 
can  also  willingly  testify ; but  in  order  that,  should  the  Commissioners  deem 
fitting,  the  Government  may  be  requested  to  secure  such  assistance  continuously 
to  the  collector,  by  the  appointment  of  a resident  magistrate,  to  reside  at 
Castlebar,  as  the  extent  of  the  district  allotted  to  Mr.  Morony,  who  resides  at 
Westport,  renders  it  impossible  for  him  to  meet  the  pressing  demands  made 
upon  him  from  this  and  the  adjacent  Unions,  for  his  presence  in  enforcing  the 
Poor  Law. 

I beg  also  to  enclose  another  deposition  (marked  B.),  which  I took  down 
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yesterday  in  which  the  collector  complains  that  he  attended  on  Thursday,  the 
23rd  instant,  at  the  court-house,  Castlebar,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding 
against  certain  parties  who  had  been  summoned  to  appear  before  the  magistrate 
at  petty  sessions  for  that  day,  for  non-payment  of  poor  rate ; that  he  went  into 
the  iudge’s-room,  adjoining  the  bench,  and  met  the  magistrate.  Dr.  Dillon,  of 
this  town,  who  told  him  the  court  was  adjourned  (it  then  not  being  hall-past 
1 2 o’clock) ; that  he  (the  collector)  informed  Dr.  Dillon  that  one  magistrate 
could  act  in  the  cases  in  which  he  (the  collector)  was  concerned,  viz.,  poor-rate 
cases  • and  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  do  so,  as  the  parties  were  taxing 
away’ their  property,  and  about  to  leave  the  country  ; hut  that  he  replied,  the 
court  was  adjourned,  and  that  he  (Dr.  Dillon)  would  not  go  hack  again.  The 
collector  adds,  that  12  o'clock  is  the  hour  fixed  for  the  opening  ol  the  court  of 
petty  sessions,  but  the  magistrates  usually  do  not  meet  until  about  1 o clock ; 
and  that  Dr.  Dillon  was  the  magistrate  who  signed  the  summonses. 

This  statement  I conceive  it  my  duty  to  forward  for  your  information.  At 
the  same  time  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  collector  did  not  attend  at  12  o’clock, 
when  there  could  have  been  no  excuse  for  an  adjournment,  as,  although  two 
magistrates  are  required  to  constitute  a bench  in  ordinary  cases,  one  can 
adjudicate  in  those  arising  out  of  the  Poor  Law  Act.  I also  regret  that  the 
collector  did  not  notify  to  me  that  he  had  cases  to  be  brought  before  the 
magistrates  on  that  day,  as  I should  have  made  it  my  business  to  have  attended, 
in  order  to  afford  him  all  the  countenance  in  my  power,  I have  frequently 
requested,  that  he -will  always  let  me  know  when  he  has  such  cases,  in  order 
that  I might  he  present ; being  most  anxious  for  many  reasons,  as  I have  re- 
peatedly fuformed  him,  to  attend  the  petty  sessions  on  such  occasions. 

Whilst  writing,  a note  has  been  handed  to  me,  which  the  collector  has 
received  from  Mr.  Morony  (the  resident  magistrate),  in  which  he  states  that 
he  has  appointments  for  every  day  this  week,  and  cannot  possibly  give  the  col- 
lector a day  until  next  week,  and  wishes  him  accordingly  to  name  a day  next 
week  for  the  purpose.  This  will  at  once  show  the  Commissioners  the  almost 
impracticability  of  enforcing  the  collection  under  existing  circumstances. 

I attended  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  on  Saturday  and  Mon- 
day, and  I may  add  on  Sunday  also ; these  days,  to  a late  hour  last  night, 
having  been  occupied  with  the  business  of  the  Union,  a complete  revision  of 
the  Application  Books  being  necessary  to  carry  the  provisions  of  the  sealed, 
order,  suspending  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  single  men  above  18  years  of 
age,  and  married  men,  able-bodied,  having  only  two  children,  into  effect. 

After  much  labour  the  whole  was  completed,  every  case  being  duly  ruled 
and  initialed. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  the  classes  in  question  cancelled  in 
each  electoral  division : — 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Married  Men, 
Able-bodied, 
bavin"  only  two 
Children 
dependent  upon 

Number  of 
Individuals. 

Able-bodied 
Single  Men 
above  18  Years 

Total  Suspended 
Out-door  Relief. 

Addergoole 

160 

90 

250 

Balia  .... 

113 

43 

156 

Ballintubber  . 

163 

90 

253 

Ballyhean  . 

114 

57 

171 

Breafy  .... 

72 

15 

67 

Castlebar  . 

288 

68 

356 

Drum  .... 

228 

28 

256 

Islandeady 

149 

75 

224 

Strade  .... 

107 

60 

167 

Turlough  . . 

126 

43 

169 

Totals  . 

1,520 

569 

2,089 

By  which  it  appears  that  the  number  of  individuals  suspended 

under  the  first  column  was . 1520 

And  under  the  second,  viz.,  able-bodied  single  men  above  18  years  569 
And  that  the  total  number  suspended  under  the  sealed  order  was  . 2089 
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This  orderhas  caused  considerable  excitement  in  the  rural  districts,  as  might 
naturally  be  expected  from  the  lower  classes  having  thrown  themselves  so  com- 
pletely upon  the  Poor  Law  for  support.  I must,  however,  state,  that  I have 
since  seen  a greater  number  of  individuals  engaged  in  agricultural  operations 
than  for  a considerable  period ; and  as  measures  have  been  taken  for  admitting 
to  the  workhouse  such  individuals  of  these  classes  as  may  apply  for  relief  on 
the  grounds  of  not  being  able  to  obtain  work,  the  salutary  effect  of  the  order 
will  not,  I trust,  be  marred  by  any  distressing  consequences. 

Enclosures. 

A. 

William  Mallei/,  sworn,  states, — I am  collector  of  the  poor-rate  in  the  Castlebar  Union. 
In  many  of  the  districts  the  Union,  where  considerable  rates  are  now  due  and  mio-ht  be 
enforced,  I cannot  attempt  to  distrain  without  the  protection  of  an  armed  force.  I have  applied 
to  the  resident  magistrate  at  Westport,  who  has  attended  several  times  when  his  other  duties 
would  permit ; but  in  consequence  of  the  extent  of  the  district  under  his  charge,  comprising 
parts  of  the  Ballina  and  Westport  Unions  as  well  as  that  of  Castlebar,  he  is  unable  to  attend 
sufficiently  often,  and  the  progress  of  the  collection  is  consequently  delayed.  On  Saturday 
morning  last  I applied  to  him  by  letter,  to  accompany  me  with  the  usual  escort  on  Monday 
(this  day)  or  Tuesday ; and  to  this  hour,  6 o’clock,  p.m.,  have  received  no  reply.  I am, 
therefore,  in  doubt  whether  the  duty  will  be  carried  out  or  not.  I do  not  make  this  as  a com- 
plaint against  the  resident  magistrate,  who,  on  the  contrary,  I have  found  most  anxious  to  give 
his  assistance;  but  state,  that  without  such  assistance  being  continuously  afforded  me,  the 
collection  of  the  rates  must  be  considerably  delayed  if  not  defeated. 

William  Mallet. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Castlebar,  this  27th  day  of  March,  1848. 

R-  T.  Farren,  Captain  47th  Regt. 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


B. 

William  Malley,  sworn,  states,— I am  collector  of  the  poor-rate  in  the  Castlebar  Union- 
On  Thursday  morning  last,  the  2ord  instant,  I attended'  at.  the  Court-house  at  Castlebar,  for 
the  purpose  of  proceeding  against  certain  parties  who  had  been  summoned  to  appear  before 
the  magistrates  at  petty  sessions  for  that  day,  for  non-payment  of  poor-rate.  I went  into  the 
judge’s  room,  adjoining  the  bench,  and  met  the  magistrate, Dr.  Dillon,  of  this  town  (Castlebar), 
who  told  me  the  Court  was  adjourned  (it  then  not  being  half-past  12  o'clock)  ; 1 gave  him 
to  understand  that  one  magistrate  could  act  in  the  cases  in  which  1 was  concerned,  viz.,  poor- 
rate  cases ; and  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  do  so,  as  the  parties  were  taking  away  their 
property  and  about  to  leave  the  country.  He  said  the  Court  was  adjourned,  and  that  he  would 
not  go  back  again.  Twelve  o’clock  is  the  hour  fixed  for  the  opening  of  the  Court  of  petty 
sessions,  but  the  magistrates  usually  do  not  meet  until  about  one  o’clock.  Dr.  Dillon  was  the 
magistrate  who  signed  the  summonses. 

William  Mallet. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Castlebar,  this  27th  day  of  March,  1848. 

R.  T.  Farren,  Captain  47tli  Regt. 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector . 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  31,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  that  an  extract  from  your  report,  relative  to  the  proposed 
appointment  of  a resident  magistrate  at  Castlebar  to  aid  in  the  collection  of  the 
poor-rates,  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Government. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  it  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  the 
poor-rate  collector  was  not  punctual  in  his  attendance  at  the  petty  sessions. 


Ihe  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — April  4,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Malley,  the  rate-collector, 
has  not  reported  to  us  any  lodgments  of  rates  made  hy  him  during  the  past  week, 
neither  has  he  attended  the  sittings  of  the  Board  on  either  Saturday  or  Monday, 
though  requested  to  do  so,  nor  has  he  submitted  his  weekly  abstract  to  the 
clerk;  however  we  are  aware  that  he  has  been  engaged  with  the  civil  and 
military  forces  m various  parts  of  the  Union  ever  since  Thursday,  enforcing  the 
payment  of  the  rates,  and  has  also  received  the  full  amount  of  those  due  on  the 

4 E 2 


Castlebar  Union. 
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estate  of  Sir  Roger  Palmer  in  this  Union.  It  is  most  disagreeable  to  be  obliged 
to  make  this  report  of  Mr.  Malley’s  conduct,  but  still  he  appears  to  be  much 
more  zealous  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  other  duties  and  to  devote  his  entire  time 
and  attention  to  their  discharge. 

We  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  applications  for  admission  to  the  work- 
house  and  for  out-door  relief  appear  to  be  rather  on  the  increase,  as  a very  large 
number  of  persons  presented  themselves  before  us  at  our  two  sittings,  but  having 
provided  80  vacancies  in  the  house,  we  were  enabled  to  administer  what  has 
always  proved  the  most  effectual  test  of  destitution — admission  to  the  house, — 
and  consequently  great  numbers  declined  relief  in  that  way ; those  ruled  on  tire 
relieving  officers’  books  for  out-door  relief  were  445  adults,  and  131  children; 
but  in  some  respects  to  balance  this  increase,  a number  of  persons  with  their 
families  have  been  cancelled  for  non-attendance  at  work. 

Captain  Farren,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  has  handed  us  two  orders 
from  the  British  Association  on  the  Commissariat  depots  of  Ballinrobe  and 
Balliua,  each  for  300/.  worth  of  provisions,  of  which  we  have  appropriated 
about  242/.  worth  from  the  former,  and  217/.  worth  from  the  latter,  leaving  a 
balance  of  141/.  worth  to  meet  the  next  week’s  distribution,  for  which  present 
appearances  leave  us  a hope  about  400/.  will  be  sufficient. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  a considerable  progress  is  being 
made  in  the  tillage  and  cropping  of  the  land,  since  the  commencement  of  last 
week,  the  weather  which  had  been  most  unfavourable,  has  assumed  a settled 
character,  and  a pretty  general  appearance  of  industry  and  employment  is 
manifested. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  6,  1848. 

-d  — At0  inform  you  that  tIie  Commissioners  have  made  application  to 
the  British  Association  for  a further  advance  of  400/.  to  assist  you  in  providin'1’ 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 
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Clonmel  Union. 


CLONMEL  UNION. 


Captain  Hill  to  the  Commissioners: — March  24,  1848. 

Having,  in  accordance  with  instructions  received  at  your  office,  left 
Dublin  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  instant,  I have  now  the  honour  to  report  ray 
arrival  here  the  following  morning,  and  that  I attended  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  on  that  day. 

The  chair,  in  the  absence  of  Colonel  Phipps,  (the  regularly  appointed 
chairman),  was  taken  by  Mr.  Smith.  No  business  of  much  apparent  import- 
ance beyond  the  usual  routine  took  place,  excepting  the  perusal  of  a commu- 
nication from  Colonel  Phipps,  intimating  his  intention  of  declining  to  act  as 
chairman  after  the^Dth,  if  chosen  by  the  new  Board.  This  determination,  I 
fear,  will  be  attended  with  considerable  inconvenience,  more  particularly  as  at 
the  late  nomination  of  Guardians  for  the  ensuing  year,  some  of  the  most  active 
and  useful  now  in  office  were  omitted ; and  as  part  of  those  there  named  have 
since  objected  to  act,  I think  it  advisable  to  subjoin  a list  of  the  remainder  with 
their  electoral  divisions,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  seven  of  the  ten  will  not 
be  represented,  and  that  but  one-third  of  the  proper  number  of  elective 
Guardians  will  be  available. 

Mr.  C.  Bianconi,  for  Clonmel, 

Mr.  Joseph  Kenny,  Clonmel, 

Mr.  Alderman  Quinn,  Clonmel, 

Mr.  William  Mahony,  Clonmel, 

Mr.  Thomas  Prendergast,  Clonmel, 

Mr.  Patrick  W all,  Lisronagh, 

Mr.  James  Henneberry,  Rathgormack. 

Total,  Seven. 

From  conversations  with  Colonel  Phipps  and  others,  it  appears  that  but  few, 
if  any,  of  the  ex-officio  Guardians  regularly  attend,  and  that  the  attendance  of 
the  elected  has  been,  with  few  exceptions,  irregular  also.  I therefore  am  dis- 
posed to  think  that  a paid  Board  will  eventually  become  necessary. 

In  the  course  of  the  past  week  I have  visited  the  three  houses  of  the  esta- 
blishment, and  though  my  inspections  were  not  so  minute  as  I intend  them  to 
be  in  future,  the  general  cleanly  appearance  and  management  of  them  I 
consider  creditable  to  the  officers  of  the  different  departments. 

I attended  the  meetings  of  the  Board  on  Monday,  the  20th,  and  yesterday. 
The  following  shows  the  state  of  the  houses  taken  collectively  on  both 


days : — 

Aged  and  infirm  males  . . . . 154 

Do.  females  . . . 199 

Able-bodied  males  . . . . 189 

Do.  females  . . . 446 

Boys  between  two  and  fifteen  years  . 391 

Girls  do.  do.  . . 395 

Children  under  two  years  ...  45 

Total  on  Saturday  1819 

Add  since  admitted  . . . . 122 

1941 

Deduct  discharged  . . . 206 

„ died  ....  4 

210 


Total  yesterday  1731 

Who,  at  an  average  cost  of  about  l.s.  7\d.  per  week,  amounts  to  138/.  16s.  9 Id. 
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Clonmel  Union.  Of  the  above  were  sick  on  Saturday— 

In  main  house 54 

Infirm  wards B6 

Additional  ward 162 

In  fever  at  the  hospital  from  workhouse  . 1 

303 

Add,  in  fever  at  the  hospital,  admitted  from 

the  electoral  divisions  . . . . 21 


Total  sick  324 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  paupers  on  the  out-door  relief 
lists  of  the  Union  and  electoral  divisions,  on  Saturday,  the  number  of  appli- 
cants since  from  each,  those  admitted,  the  number  sent  from  the  houses  to 
receive  out-door  relief  in  each,  and  the  total  number  now  receiving  relief,  and 
how  chargeable : — 


, Divisions. 

Numbers 

Saturday. 

Applicants 

Admitted. 

Discharged 
from  Houses 
to  out-door 
relief. 

Total  now 
remaining 
chargeable. 

Clonmel . 

1610 

339 

184 

22 

1816 

Kilsheelan  . 

71 

73 

47 

1 

119 

Temple  Etny  . 1 

1 125 

52 

11 

Lisronajh  . . | 

[ 39 

23 

1 

Newchapel  . . j 

f S5 

40 

3 

l . 

Innislonaghty  . | 

° 

47 

21 

Kilronan 

360 

247 

157 

29 

546 

St.  Mary’s  . 

621 

71 

24 

9 

654 

19 

14 

Rathgormack  . | 

47 

35 

4 

| 241 

Union  at  large  . 

246 

8 

254 

Totals  . 

3917 

1092 

597 

88 

4602 

The  practice  in  the  Union  has  been  to  give  each  person  above  15  years  of 
age  one  pound  of  Indian  meal,  and  half  to  those  under  that  age,  per  diem : if, 
therefore,  we  suppose  half  of  the  above  number  to  be  under  15,  and  the  price 
of  the  meal  to  be  1 d.  per  pound,  the  weekly  cost  will  be  100?.  13$.  4 \<l,  or 
about  hid.  for  each  individual.  This,  added  to  the  cost  of  the  inmates  of  the 
houses,  will  produce  a total  (exclusive  of  other  expenses)  of  239/.  10s.  2\d.  per 
week..  1 

To  meet  this  expenditure  there  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  about 
3000?.,  or  sufficient  to  last  12  weeks,  supposing  it  continues  as  at  present,  and 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table,  2654/.  17s.  9d.,  or  rather  such  portion  of 
it  as  may  be  collected,  which  remains  due  from  the  rate-payers  out  of  19,389/. 
the  amount  of  the  rates  struck  on  the  25th  March  last : — 


Divisions. 

Collected  since 
1 8th  March. 

Uncollected. 

Clonmel 

Lisronagh  . ..  . 

Newchapel . 
Innislonaghty  . 
Kilsheelan  . 
Temple  Etny  . 

St.  Mary’s  . 
Killaloan  . 
Rathgormack  . 
Kilronan  . . 

£.  S.  d. 
20  0 0 

5 0 0 
10  0 0 

5*0  0 
15  0 0 

£.  S.  d. 

1428  1 2 
22  12  2* 
70  9 7* 
178  6 1* 
92  5 5 
115  1 7 

292  8 8 
31  7 10 
175  3 1* 
249  2 0 

55  0 0 

2654  17:  9’ 

, . P1®  “lleot°rs  W been  directed  to  submit  to  the  Board  on  the  25th  instant, 
lists  ol  the  rate-payers  who  have  not  paid  their  rates,  with  the  reason  assigned 
opposite  the  name  of  each  as  given  by  himself,  or  such  other  causes  of  non- 
payment  as  may  be  applicable  with  the  view  of  taking  more  decided  steps 
towards  recovery. 
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The  Guardians,  at  their  meeting  yesterday,  decided  oil  trying  the  bread  Clonmel  Onion. 

referred  to  in  Mr.  Stanley’s  letter  of  the  1 Ith  instant,  of  Indian  and  rye-meal  

in  equal  proportions,  for  which  purpose,  tenders  for  the  supply  of  the  latter 
were  directed  to  be  advertised  for. 

They  also  entered  a minute  on  their  proceedings  to  the  effect  that  application 
be  made  for  permission  to  continue  out-door  relief  to  destitute  able-bodied  men 
in  return  for  labour , having  wives,  and  more  than  two  children  under  15 
years,  or  able-bodied  widowers,  with  a similar  number  of  children  dependent 
on  them.  Such  persons  to  be  considered  destitute,  though  in  possession  of 
trifling  articles  of  furniture.  The  principal  reason  assigned  was,  that  if  all 
able-bodied  persons  are  struck  off  the  lists  on  the  1st  April,  accordin'*  to  the 
order  of  the  18th  instant,  work  will  not,  it  is  supposed,  be  procurable  for  them, 
and  a greater  number  of  cases  will  arise  for  relief  in  the  workhouses  than  can 
be  provided,  and  as  the  accommodation  at  present  disposable  in  them  is  said  to 
be  but  for  169,  I beg  respectfully  to  recommend  that  the  application  be  acceded 
to ; in  addition  to  this,  as  the  cost  of  maintenance  in  the  workhouse  is  so  much 
greater  than  out  of  doors,  economy  may  perhaps  be  also  pleaded.  The  reason 
for  recommending  that  such  persons  as  may  be  possessed  of  trifling  articles  of 
furniture  may  not  be  excluded  is,  that  if  they  are,  they  will  be  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  selling  or  pawning  them  (if  unable  to  procure  work),  and  thus 
will  have  nothing  to  induce  them  to  keep  out  of  the  workhouse;  whereas 
experience  proves  they  now  frequently  refuse  the  offer  of  admission,  stating 
that  their  little  cabins  and  property  will  not  be  taken  care  of. 

With  respect  to  the  labour  required  from  paupers  receiving  out-door  relief, 

I have  arranged  for  the  employment  of  about  150  in  the  course  of  next  week* 
being  as  many  as  the  Turnpike  Board  can  now  find  work  for  (viz.,  stone- 
breaking), and  shall  use  every  exertion  in  my  power  to  increase  the  number. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  30,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  report  of  the 
24th  instant,  on  the  present  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Clonmel 
Union,  the  state  of  the  workhouse,  the  iunds  for  relief,  and  the  application  of 
the  Board  for  an  extension  of  the  out-door  relief  order,  which  will  expire  on 
the  1st  proximo. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  refer  you  to  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  1 and  2 
Vic.,  cap.  56,  and  6 and  7 Vic.,  cap.  92,  which  may  be  made  available  for  the 
election  of  Guardians  for  those  divisions  in  which  you  state  that  no  step 
for  that  object  has  been  taken  under  the  general  election  order,  in  the  present 
year. 

As  it  appears  that  so  very  large  a proportion  of  the  rates  uncollected  are  due 
in  Clonmel  electoral  division,  the  Commissioners  request  you  will  make  a very 
strict  examination  of  the  collectors’  books,  and  require  that  prompt  exertions 
shall  be  made  for  the  collection  of  the  amount  outstanding,  as  far  as  recover- 
able. It  is  desirable  that  in  all  the  electoral  divisions  the  collectors  should 
press  for  the  rates  still  due,  so  that  their  books  may  be  closed,  and  the  arrears 
transferred  to  the  new  rate,  which  ought  now  to  be  in  preparation. 

The  Commissioners  are  not  prepared  on  the  information  at  present  before 
them,  to  extend  beyond  the  1st  proximo,  the  present  out-door  relief  order, 
which  was  issued  to  Clonmel  Union  on  the  18th  instant.  They  agree  with  you 
that  out-door  relief  to  a given  number  of  destitute  persons  is  less  in  cost  than 
the  m-door  maintenance  of  a like  number ; but  it  must  be  recollected  that  the 
applicants  for  the  former  will  always  be  found  much  more  numerous  than  those 
willing  to  accept  the  latter ; and  this,  therefore,  occasions  an  important  dimi- 
nution of  the  total  relief  expenditure,  while  it  fully  provides  for  the  wants  of 
the  classes  requiring  relief.  Keeping  this  in  view,  the  Commissioners  request 
you  to  press  on  the  Guardians  the  importance  of  having  in-door  accommodation 
reserved  for  the  families  of  able-bodied  persons;  and  if  this  be  no  longer 
practicable,  either  by  transferring  to  the  out-door  relief  lists,  the  infirm  classes, 
of  which  353  are  now  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  or  by  obtaining  an  additional 
building ; out-door  labour,  at  stone-breaking,  should  be  immediately  provided 
at  work  stations  to  be  formed  throughout  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  observe  that  you  propose  to  have  150  men  employed  this 
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week  on  a turnpike-road,  in  breaking  stones  for  the  trustees ; but  it  cannot  be 
considered  proper  that  the  rate-payers  should  have  to  provide  and  support 
labourers  for  the  turnpike  trustees,  who,  if  requiring  labour,  should  hire  it  in 
the  ordinary  course.  However,  if  it  be  intended  only  that  the  stones  are  to  be 
broken  for  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  that  the  trustees  shall  pay  for  them 
the  price  of  the  district  according  to  measurement,  there  is  no  objection  to  such 
a sale  of  the  stone ; but  this  appears  to  present  no  advantage  to  the  trustees 
equal  to  the  hiring  of  labourers  in  the  ordinary  way. 

As  so  little  time  remains  for  the  duration  of  the  present  out-door  relief  order 
to  able-bodied  persons,  the  Commissioners  request  you  to  confer  immediately 
with  rate-payers  who  possess  experience  in  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  on  whose 
judgment  you  can  rely,  and  report  whether  it  be  really  indispensable  that  the 
order  should  be  renewed,  and  if  so,  for  what  number  of  days. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that  there  arc  few  Unions  in 
Ireland  in  which  the  Board  of  Guardians  has  hitherto  been  found  so  efficient  as 
in  Clonmel  Union.  And  the  Commissioners  trust,  therefore,  that  you  will  give 
no  encouragement  to  the  idea  of  its  becoming  necessary  to  dissolve  it. 


Captain  Hill  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  31,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  Mr.  Stanley’s  letter  received  this  morning, 
directing  me  immediately  to  confer  with  rate-payers  possessing  experience  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Union,  on  whose  judgment  reliance  can  be  placed,  as  to  whether  it 
be  really  indispensable  to  continue  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  paupers  as 
requested  by  the  minute  of  the  Guardians  on  the  23rd  instant,  I have  the  honour 
to  report  that  I have  consulted  -with  Messrs.  Davis,  Smith,  Quinn,  and  some  of  the 
relieving  officers.  The  former  is  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  for  a month,  and 
the  others  at  least  a fortnight.  They  affirm  that  they  are  averse  to  preventing  the 
people  from  relying  on  their  own  energies,  by  affording  them  any  inducement  to 
depend  on  relief  from  the  rates,  but  they  consider  that  the  employment  as  yet  to  be 
had  in  the  country,  is  inadequate  to  provide  means  of  support  to  all  who  have  only 
their  labour  to  depend  on  ; and  although  the  Guardians  intend  to  apply  the  work- 
house  test  as  far  as  possible,  by  offering  to  discharge  the  infirm  to  make  room  for 
others,  they  have,  from  the  reports  of  the  relieving  officers,  reason  to  expect  that 
so  many  already  struck  off  the  lists  will  request  admission  to  the  house  on  the  next 
Board  day,  that  their  accommodation  will,  if  those  with  large  families  are  also 
discontinued,  be  impracticable. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  1,  1848. 

I state  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the  renewal 
o , , order  *or  one  week>  until  the  Guardians  have  time  to  meet  and  consider 
whether  an  order  may  not  be  substituted,  limiting  relief  to  widows  with  one  child, 
to  orphans  whose  parents  are  both  dead,  and  to  men,  one  of  whose  family  is  sick. 
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NEWCASTLE  UNION. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  2,  1843. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  this  Union,  held  yesterday, 
1st  February,  I pointed  out  to  them  that  the  collection  of  rates  for  the  last 
week  had  fallen  off  316/.,  instead  of  improving,  as  I anticipated ; that  their 
expenditure  had  exceeded  the  collection  by  a sum  of  323/.,  and  that  they  were 
In  debt  to  their  contractor  for  meal  in  the  large  sum  of  3,429/ ; and  I also  read 
them  the  communication  of  21st  January,  from  Commissioners  to  the  col- 
lectors. 

The  vice-chairman  informed  me,  that  he  was  aware  that  the  collectors  were 
making  the  utmost  exertions  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  ; that  the  most 
stringent  measures  were  in  progress  against  all  defaulters  ; that  several  decrees 
had  been  obtained ; and  on  the  day  previous,  the  3lst  January,  a sum  of  44 51. 
in  addition  had  been  lodged  in  bank  by  the  collectors.  The  bank  receipts 
were  shown  me.  I call  ed  on  the  Board  to  reconsider  the  subject  of  taking  the 
house  in  Ballingarry  for  an  extra  workhouse,  and  read  the  observations  of  the 
Commissioners  on  the  subject.  I pointed  out  that  the  Commissioners  might 
sanction  the  schoolmaster  and  mistress  with  the  whole  of  the  children,  and  a 
few  able  women  for  household  purposes,  being  located  there.  This  would  save 
the  salary  of  a master  and  matron,  and  make  room  for  about  400  persons  in 
the  workhouse.  The  Board  came  to  the  determination  to  take  the  house  at 
once  ; and  a Committee  was  named,  consisting  of  the  ex-officio  Guardians  and 
Electoral  Guardians  of  Ballingarry,  Castletown,  and  Kilmeedy  electoral  divi- 
sions, to  carry  this  measure  out.  The  only  difficulty  will  be  in  obtaining  the 
attendance  of  this  Committee;  two  of  the  ex-officio  Guardians  who  live  close  by 
having  stated,  “ that  they  had  plenty  to  attend  to  besides.” 

The  contractor  for  raising  the  idiot  wards  and  completing  them,  having 
totally  broken  faith  with  the  Guardians,  and  left  his  work  in  an  unfinished 
state,  orders  were  given  to  proceed  at  law  against  his  securities. 

A report  wras  read  and  adopted  on  the  subject  of  taking  some  land  close  out- 
side the  walls  of  the  workhouse  ; and  a special  meeting  was  named  for  Thursday, 
the  3rd  instant,  to  take  that  subject  into  consideration. 

On  examining  the  relieving  officer’s  book,  the  lately-elected  Guardian  for 
Rathronan  stated,  that  “ he  warned  the  relieving  officer  not  to  give  relief  to  a 
girl  who  refused  to  take  a servant’s  situation  in  his  house ; and  notwithstanding, 
he  gave  her  a ticket  of  admission  to  the  workhouse:”  it  appears  there  was  not 
room  for  her,  and  on  Saturday  last  the  Guardian  saw  her  receive  rations  at  the 
food  depot. 

On  remonstrating  with  the  distributor  (who  is  a brother  of  Mr.  Hartnett,  the 
relieving  officer)  he  (the  Distributor)  replied,  “ that  he  did  not  care  whether 
the  Guardian  liked  it  or  not,  he  was  justified  in  giving  relief  to  her.”  Relieving 
Officer  says,  that  her  name  is  not  on  the  out-door  relief  books,  and  that  if  she 
got  rations  it  was  without  his  knowledge. 

My  opinion  on  this  is,  that  the  relieving  officer  ought  to  be  dismissed,  and 
the  distributor  also,  The  former  is  a person  I have  no  confidence  in ; he  is  a 
weak,  intimidated,  popularity-seeking  person.  In  my  opinion  the  system  of 
the  Guardians  providing  for  their  relatives  and  friends,  by  appointing  them 
relieving  officers,  and  distributors,  and  superintendents,  is  the  source  of  every 
kind  of  jobbing  and  abuse.  On  calling  on  the  relieving  officers,  I find  that  the 
wetting  of  the  meal  has  been  properly  carried  out  except  in  one  electoral  divi- 
sion (the  same  Rathronan),  where  the  Guardian  informs  me  the  distributor 
merely  sprinkled  a little  water  on  the  meal  with  his  hand. 

I warned  all  the  relieving  officers  to  observe  the  greatest  vigilance  on  this 
subject,  and  at  once  report  any  neglect  or  imposition  on  the  part  of  the  distri- 
butors ; and  I held  them  strictly  responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  Com- 
missioners’ orders  on  this  subject,  as  well  as  on  the  stone -breaking. 

In  two  electoral  divisions,  Castletown  and  Kilmeedy,.  under  one  relieving 
officer  (Mr.  Minahan),  in  spite  of  weather,  48  and  50  persons  have  been  set  to 
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Newcastle  Union.  WOrk;  and  when  there  was  a difficulty  in  procuring  stones,  he  made  the 
labourers  collect  them  off  the  fields.  Two  persons  called  on  by  him  did  not 
go  to  work,  and  have  been  struck  off  the  lists.  In  the  other  divisions,  37,  20 
20,  24,  25,  have  been  put  to  work,  but  the  names  of  non-attendants  have  not 
been  struck  off,  “ owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather.”  In  four  electoral 
divisions  it  has  as  yet  been  found  impossible  to  procure  quarries ; in  one, 

“ Ardagh,”  the  men  were  prevented  entering  a quarry  by  the  occupying 
tenants  armed  with  pitchforks,  &c.,  although  leave  to  work  there  had  been 
granted  by  the  landlord. 

I informed  the  relieving  officers  that  I would  admit  of  no  excuse  in  future 
for  non-attendance,  except  in  case  of  sickness  or  very  severe  weather,  and  held 
up  to  them  the  activity  and  determination  of  Mr.  Minahan  as  an  example  to 
follow. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  7,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  great  regret  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  unsatis- 
factory state  of  the  collection,  and  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  rely  on  your 
inspecting  the  collectors’  books,  and  on  your  stimulating  them  to  greater 
exertion  by  your  personal  admonitions. 

The  Commissioners  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  Guardians  are  now  willing  to 
take  a house  at  Ballingarry;  and  the  Commissioners  will  readily  give  their 
sanction  to  the  hiring  it  and  fitting  it  up  properly  for  a workhouse.  A visiting 
Committee  should  be  appointed,  whose  special  duty  it  should  be  to  inspect  it 
and  report  upon  it  to  the  Guardians  once  every  week. 

. In  reference  to  the  relieving  officer  referred  to  in  your  letter,  the  Commis- 
sioners have  called  upon  him  for  an  explanation.  With  regard  to  the  distri- 
butor, the  Commissioners  would  recommend  you  to  bring  his  conduct  under 
the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  He  is  not  an  officer  of  the  Union, 
and  therefore  the  Commissioners  cannot  precisely  remove  him  from  his 
situation. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Relieving  Officer  : — February  7,  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed 
extract  from  a report  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  Mr  Max- 
W#eVjTP°ra-?  Po°V  Law  Inspector,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  relief  was 
afforded  to  a girl  m Newcastle  Union  who  refused  to  take  a servant’s  situation  ; 
and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  an  expla- 
nation in  regard  to  this  statement.  1 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  9,  1848. 

• +•  ™eetmpof  tlie  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday  I read  the  commu- 

mcatmn  of  the  Commissioners  regretting  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  collection 
m the  Union,  and  pointed  out  to  them  the  increase  of  their  difficulties.  They 
had  exceeded  their  weekly  collection  for  the  article  of  food  alone  in  the  sum 
oi  834.  45.  and  their  debt  to  their  contractors  was  about  3700/.  I produced  a 
ie  r .hlS.hf*  ??te-Payers  “ each  division,  and  I caEed  on  them  to 
llCltor  ta:^e  the  mos‘  unsparing  steps  against  these  persons,  among 
whom  there  appear  three  members  of  the  Board  (who  were  present)!  Lord 

ranshShle  5 feulteI  3t?-ted  that  he  had  be™  absent  from  home  for  a 

W nf  Brn  ha^i.0!lly  ■,Ust  returaed>  would  pay  his  rate  without 

m als°  a defaulter  in  lot 10s,  also  sent  word 

to  the  collectoi  that  he  would  pay  immediately. 

wnf1  5“ tde  by  tbe  t!lat  their  solicitor  to  instructed  to  proceed, 
without  fui  tiler  delay,  against  all  the  highest  defaulters 

R f ™ giT t0  the  collectOTa  to  close  their  collection  until  the 

™ w S 7eK  madtout  ’ and  1 formed  the  Board  that  I should  con- 
? „ ® t “y  du?y  ,t0  reP.old  the  collectors  as  inefficient,  if  the  collection  was  not 
in  a most  satisfactory  state  at  that  time. 

In  consequence  of  my  representing  that  I had  visited  one  of  the  stone-breaking 
epo  s a o clock  (in  fine  weather),  and  had  found  the  workmen  leaving  their 
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work  for  the  day,  the  Board  made  an  order  that  the  superintendents  strike  off  Newcastle  Union, 
the  lists,  all  who  do  not  work  for  eight  hours  per  day,  or  perforin  their  task.  — 

On  reading  to  the  Guardians  the  letter  from  the  Commissioners,  expressing 
their  satisfaction  that  the  Board  were  now  willing  to  take  the  house  at  Ballin- 
garry,  I was  informed  by  the  Vice-Chairman  that,  since  last  meeting,  he  had 
made  inquiries,  and  had  reason  to  state  that  this  house  and  property  were  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  that  Major  O’Dell  had  no  right  to  let  it,  and  the 
receiver  had  stated  that  he  would  distrain  for  debt  any  property  he  found  on 
the  premises. 

William  Cox,  Esq.,  then  proposed  to  inquire  about  another  house  at  Baffin- 
garry,  and  report  at  next  meeting. 

On  bringing  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  the  conduct  of  the  distributor  in 
Abbeyfeale,  in  compliance  with  your  letter,  it  was  resolved  to  reprimand  him 
this  being  his  first  offence.  But  Mr.  Woulfe,  the  Guardian,  having  brought 
forward  another  charge  against  him,  for  opposing  him,  and  using  language 
tending  to  inflame  the  people  against  him,  the  Board,  by  a large  majority, 
agreed  to  write  to  Mr.  O’Donnell,  the  contractor,  to  dismiss  him. 

I then  called  attention  to  the  report  and  letter  from  the  Commissioners’ 
architect,  upon  which  the  securities  for  the  contractor  came  forward  and  took 
the  matter  into  their  own  hands,  and  promised  to  complete  the  building  within 
the  time  named  by  the  assistant-architect. 

The  Board  determined  to  employ  the  clerk  of  works  recommended,  if  his 
terms  were  moderate. 

On  considering  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  Guardians,  “sug°-est- 
“ *at  the  rates  in  Ardagh,  Newcastle,  and  Abbeyfeale  electoral  divisions 
“be  raised  to  the  same  level  as  the  other  divisions,’’  a long  series  of  resolutions 
come  to  by  a Belief  Committee  in  Abbeyfeale  were  read,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  forward  them  to  the  Commissioners  for  their  opinion  and  sanction. 

1 he  object  of  this  Committee  is  (in  my  opinion)  simply  this : they  are 
anxious  to  employ  a sum  of  200/.,  remaining  in  their  hands,  in  taking  con-acre 
land,  and  seeding  it  for  the  paupers  in  that  district,  and  thereby  restore  the 
potato  cultivation,  which  has  succeeded  so  well  on  a small  scale,  this  year  in 
this  county ; and  this  Committee  want  (in  my  opinion)  to  bind  the  Guardians 
to  continue  out-door  relief  to  those  persons  until  the  potatoes  are  fit  for  food. 

The  Guardian  for  Ardagh  complained  loudly  “at  the  rate  being  raised  to 
“ 3a.  in  his  electoral  division,  inasmuch  as  the  original  estimate  of  the  clerk  for 
“ all  expenses  for  six  months  was  only  2s.  6 d.” 

The  Board  came  to  the  resolution  of  adopting  the  suggestions  of  the  Com- 
missioners. 

This  electoral  division  has  been  well  and  closely  attended  to  by  the  rate- 
payers, Guardians,  and  relieving  officers ; imposition  has  been  checked,  and  its 
expenses  are  consequently  low.  I therefore  venture  to  suggest  to  the  Com- 
missioners that  their  sanctioning  the  2s.  6 d.,  or  a less  rate,  would  be  attended 
with  good,  and  set  a useful  example  in  the  Union.  The  rates  have  also  been 
well  paid  in  Ardagh  electoral  division. 

I called  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  a fact  that  had  come  to 
my  knowledge,  viz.,  that  one  of  their  relieving  officers,  Mr.  Hallinan,  was  at 
present  under  arrest  for  debt.  This  man  has  been  absent  from  his  duty  for  the 
last  four  or  five  weeks  from  ill  health.  He  is  a person  perfectly  unfit  for  his 
situation,  in  my  opinion,  from  age  and  broken  constitution.  I have  received 
many  complaints  of  his  conduct,  including  charges  of  drunkenness ; but  I have 
not  yet  been  able  to  investigate  into  them,  owing  to  his.  continued  illness. 

I ordered  the  relieving  officers  to  put  to  work  50  more  men  from  their  lists 
in  each  electoral  division. 

The  Board  adjourned  till  next  Thursday,  the  10th  instant. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—February  14,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  suggestion,  that  a rate  of  2s.  6d.,  or  less,  should 
be  sanctioned  in  Ardagh  electoral  division,  I am  to  state  that,  as  the  Guardians 
have  resolved  to  strike  a rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound  on  Ardagh  division,  the  Com- 
missioners cannot  act  on  your  suggestion  to  sanction  a 2s.  6d.  rate  in  that 
division.  Moreover,  you  will  see,  in  reference  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter 
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addressed  to  the  Guardians  this  day  in  regard  to  Abbeyfeale  division,  that  a 3.?. 
rate  will  be  required  in  reference  to  the  repayment  of  advances  under  the 
Temporary  Relief  Act. 

With  reference  to  the  statement  that  Mr.  Hallinan,  one  of  the  relieving- 
officers,  is  under  arrest  for  debt,  and  that  he  has  been  absent  from  his  duties, 
for  the  last  four  or  five  weeks,  I am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  Commis- 
sioners have  called  on  this  relieving  officer  to  resign. 

Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Guardians: — February  14,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  their  attention  drawn  by  Mr.  Maxwell,  to  the  resolutions 
of  the  Abbeyfeale  Relief  Committee,  relative  to  the  Commissioner’s  suggestion  to  raise  the  rate 
in  Abbeyfeale  electoral  division  to  3$.  in  the  pound ; they  have  also  had  before  them  the 
Guardians’  minutes,  in  which  reference  is  made  to  those  resolutions,  and  to  which  a copy  of 
them  is  attached. 

The  Commissioners,  however,  see  nothing  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Abbeyfeale  Relief  Com- 
mittee to  induce  the  Guardians  to  strike  a lower  rate  in  Abbeyfeale  electoral  division  than  3a'. 
in  the  pound. 

The  Guardians  will  perceive,  on  referring  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo, 
that  the  Commissioners  made  therein  the  suggestion  respecting  a rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound  in  the 
Abbeyfeale  electoral  division,  in  reference  to  the  repayment  of  advances  under  the  Temporary 
Relief  Act. 

It  is  on  account  of  such  repayment  that  the  Commissioners  now  again  request  the  Guardians 
to  strike  a rate  of  at  least  3s.  in  the  pound  in  Abbeyfeale  electoral  division. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners: — February  10,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  that  I examined  the  collectors’  books  minutely,  and 
informed  them  that  they  had  now  about  10  or  12  days  to  complete  their  col- 
lection ; and  that  if  I found  at  the  end  of  that  time  an  unsatisfactory  account 
of  the  rates  due,  I should  consider  it  my  duty  to  report  them  as  inefficient,  to 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

They  inform  me  that  there  are  warrants  or  decrees  against  every  defaulter 
who  is  “ at  all  able”  to  pay  his  rates ; and  they  promised  me  that,  on  or  before 
Saturday,  the  19th  instant,  their  collection  would  be  completed. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  12,  1848. 

In  this  electoral  division  (Newcastle)  I find  that  out  of  138  persons 
ordered  to  break  stones,  73  have  refused,  and  in  consequence  have  been  struck 
off  the  relief  lists. 

I am  informed  that  most  of  these  persons  are  tradesmen  and  artizans  in  this 
town.  They  say,  “they  would  rather  die  than  break  stones;”  and  many  of 
them  intend  to  demand  admission  to  the  workhouse  on  Tuesday  next.  I pre- 
sume the  Guardians  will  be  justified  in  refusing  their  application. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  14,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  the  Guardians  are  by 
no  means  obliged  to  give  relief  in  the  workhouse,  even  if  there  is  room  in  it,  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  applicants ; and  that  the  Guardians  would  he  fully 
justified  in  refusing  relief  altogether  to  the  able-bodied  applicants,  if  they 
refused  to  break  stones. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners: — February  16,  1848. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday  I informed  them 
that  I had  urged  the  collectors  by  every  means  in  my  power  to  increased 
exertion  in  the  execution  of  their  duty ; and  I now  regretted  to  find  that  the 
collection  this  week  only  amounted  to  2631.  (the  smallest  collection  made  since 
my  taking  charge  of  the  Union),  whereas  their  expenditure  for  food  alone 
amounted  to  780£,  and  their  debts  had  increased  to  about  4000£. 
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The  vice-chairman  informed  me  that  he  believed  the  collectors  were  doing 
all  that  men  could  do  to  collect  the  rates. 

Mr.  Moylau,  the  only  collector  in  attendance,  being  called  in,  informed  me 
that  he  had  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  the  last  week ; that  he  had  cattle 
impounded  to  the  amount  of  150/.,  and  had  that  morning  sent  into  the  Bank 
200/. 

I submitted  to  the  Board  a letter  I had  received  from  William  Cox,  Esq.,  on 
the  subject  of  a house  in  Ballingarry. 

The  feeling  of  the  Board  was  that  the  rent  was  too  high,  and  that  they  did 
not  feel  justified  in  taking  any  house  for  a term  of  years.  The  subject  was 
postponed,  in  order  to  communicate  further  with  the  proprietor. 

I called  upon  the  relieving  officers  to  extend  the  labour  system  to  the  whole 
of  the  able-bodied  males  in  each  district. 

In  one  part  of  the  Union,  Knockaderry,  the  Guardians  have  been  refused 
every  quarry  hitherto ; further  application  is  to  be  made  to  a proprietor. 

I am  informed  by  the  relieving  officers  that  a considerable  number  of  persons 
have  been  struck  off  the  relief  lists,  in  consequence  of  their  having  refused  to 
work. 

During  the  sitting  of  the  Board,  the  persons  belonging  to  Newcastle  electoral 
division  who  were  employed  at  the  stone-breaking  depot,  came  in  a body  to 
the  workhouse,  and  sent  in  a letter  protesting  against  the  hardship  of  their 
being  forced  to  labour  eight  hours  per  day  for  one  pound  of  meal. 

Having  called  on  the  Board  to  resist  anything  like  intimidation,  and  do  their 
duty  firmly,  I sent  for  two  of  the  most  intelligent  of  the  applicants,  and  I read 
to  them  " the  able-bodied  out-door  relief  order,”  and  the  Commissioners'  com- 
munication of  the  14th  instant,  stating  “ that  the  Guardians  are  fully  justified 
“ in  refusing  relief  altogether  to  the  able-bodied  applicants,  if  they  refuse  to 
“ break  stones.”  They  then  retired. 

I called  on  the  relieving  officers  to  make  me  a return  of  the  number  of  per- 
sons who  refused  to  work  in  each  electoral  division.  This  I shall  forward  for 
the  information  of  the  Commissioners. 

A road  contractor  in  Abbeyfeale  electoral  division  came  before  the  Board 
and  offered  to  provide  stones,  and  to  pay  the  Guardians  3c/.  per  ton  for  the 
breaking  them.  This  was  accepted. 

On  the  order  being  made  to  advertise  for  a relieving  officer  to  supply  the 
place  of  Mr.  Hallman,  resigned,  the  vice-chairman  called  on  the  members  of 
the  Board  not  to  pledge  themselves  to  support  any  one,  but  to  come  to  the 
Board  unbiassed,  and  prepared  to  select  the  persons  best  qualified,  thereby 
doing  their  duty  by  the  rate-payers  of  the  Union.  I also  advised  them  to  be 
very  particular  in  their  selection,  as  I would  never  hesitate  in  reporting  any 
relieving  officer  whom  I considered  unfit  for  the  situation. 

I have  to  express  my  satisfaction  at  the  cleanliness  of  the  interior  of  the 
workhouse,  and  I find  both  master  and  matron  most  active  in  keeping  the  able- 
bodied  inmates  constantly  employed. 

Orders  have  been  made  to  provide  flax,  wool,  and  spinning-wheels,  &c.. 

I hope  soon  to  have  the  bread  made  and  baked  in  the  workhouse.  This  will 
cause  a saving  of  sixpence  per  week  per  inmate. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  21,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  the  col- 
lection of  the  rate,  I am  to  enclose  for  your  information  a copy  of  a letter 
which  the  Commissioners  have  this  day  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians 
on  the  subject ; and  I am  to  request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  in  detail 
the  reasons  why  the  collection  of  the  rates  is  in  such  a backward  state. 

The  Commissioners  regard  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  Union  with 
the  most  serious  apprehension,  as,  unless  greater  efficiency  is  manifested  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians  and  the  collectors  in  the  collection  of  the  rates,  the  Union 
will  inevitably  become  bankrupt. 

The  Commissioners  request  you  to  give  your  special  consideration  to  the 
question  of  whether  there  is  a reasonable  prospect  that  the  finances  of  the 
Union  will  be  relieved  without  a dissolution  of  the  Newcastle  Board  of 
Guardians. 


Newcastle  Union. 
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Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Guardians: — February  21,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  calling  the  serious  attention  ol  the  Newcastle 
Board  of  Guardians  to  the  unsatisfactory  progress  of  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  Newcastle 
Union. 

The  weekly  expenditure  during  the  week  ended  February  the  12th  cannot  have  been  less 
thhn  800/.,  while  the  rates  collected  did  not  exceed  263/.  And  it  appears  that  the  net  debts 
of  the  Union  on  the  31st  ultimo,  after  deducting  money  in  the  collectors’  hands,  amounted  to 
4565/. 

It  further  appears  that  during  each  of  the  three  months  of  November,  December,  and 
January,  the  expenses  of  the  Guardians  exceeded  their  receipts;  the  excess  in  November 
having  been  661/.,  in  December  530/.,  and  in  January  784/.;  so  that  during  the  three  months 
of  the  year  which  may  perhaps  be  considered  the  most  favourable  for  the  collection  of  the 
rates,  the  Newcastle  Board  of  Guardians,  instead  of  reducing  their  existing  debt,  added  to 
that  debt  a sum  only  a very  little  short  of  2000/. 

The  Commissioners  therefore  urgently  call  upon  the  Guardians  to  take  decisive  measures 
for  enforcing  the  payment  of  the  outstanding  rates,  and  of  their  bringing  the  new  rate  into 
collection  with  the  least  possible  delay;  and  the  Commissioners  would  suggest  that,  the  col- 
lectors should  be  peremptorily  instructed  to  distrain  under  their  general  warrant,  the  goods  and 
chattels  found  on  premises  the  rates  upon  which  are  in  arrear,  and  that  legal  proceedings 
should  be  at  once  instituted  by  the  Guardians  against  immediate  lessors  who  have  not  yet  paid 
their  rates. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners:—- February  23,  1848. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Guardians  yesterday  I beg  to  state  I 
called  their  serious  attention  to  the  very  alarming  state  of  their  finances. 
Their  expenditure  in  food  alone  having  exceeded  the  collection  by  3 761. 19,s.  Id., 
and  their  debts  amounting  to  upwards  of  45001.  I read  your  letter  of  the  21st 
February,  and  called  on  them  to  take  final  and  decisive  measures  against  all 
defaulters ; upon  which  the  collectors  were  ordered  to  make  a return  of  all  the 
defaulters  on  Tuesday  next,  the  29  th  instant,  specifying  those  who  can  and 
those  who  can  never  pay. 

I pressed  the  adoption  of  expensive  legal  measures  against  some  defaulters  in 
the  rank  of  gentlemen,  but  this  was  not  attended  to. 

After  a great  opposition  it  was  carried  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  take  the 
house  at  Ballingarry  belonging  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gubbins,  subject  to  the  sanction 
of  the  Commissioners,  and  the  children  under  the  schoolmaster  and  mistress  be 
.sent  there. . The  only  disadvantage  I see  to  this  is  the  distance— eight  miles. 
The  Guardians  are  much  averse  to  sending  others  than  the  children,  as  it  would 
entail  the  expense  of  staff. 

The  subject  of  the  rate  in  Abbeyfeale  electoral  division  being  raised  to  an 
uniform  rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound,  was  considered  and  carried,  alter  a most 
violent  and  intemperate  opposition  of  the  Guardian  of  that  electoral  division, 
who  stated  that  employment  would  be  put  a stop  to,  and  the  whole  of  the 
pauper  population  would  be  thrown  on  the  rates.  I pointed  out  to  him  that 
it  was  for  the  purpose  of  paying  a just  debt  that  the  rate  was  raised  to  that 
amount. 

Mr.  O Connor  was  elected  relieving  officer  almost  unanimously.  This  young 
man  has  been  acting  for  the  last  four  or  five  weeks  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Hallman, 
who  resigned  in  consequence  of  being  arrested  for  debt.  One  of  the  unsuccessful 
candidates  was  son  of  the  man  who  had  him  arrested.  O’Connor  is  son-in-law 
to  Hallman. 

The  relieving  officers  have  not  exerted  themselves  sufficiently  to  bring  the 
labour  system  into  full  operation,  except  in  one  instance.  In  this  district, 
Castletown  and  Kilmeedy  electoral  divisions,  the  relieving  officer  reports  600 
persons  at  work  on  Monday,  the  21st. 

On  Saturday,  the  19th,  33  persons  had  been  struck  off  the  lists  for  refusing 
to  work. 

In  the  other  divisions  the  numbers  at  work  vary  from  150  to  45 ; but  the 
proper  returns  have  not  been  sent  to  me.  I have  cautioned  the  relieving  officers 
against  neglect  in  future. 

The  amount  of  work  done  has  been  small,  and  the  overseers  complain  of  the 
severity  of  the  weather,  the  badness  of  the  tools,  &c.;  but  I attribute  it  chiefly 
to  the  vicious  and  perverse  habits  of  idleness  of  the  people. 
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No  less  than  19  men,  21  women,  and  46  children  left  the  workhouse  last  Newcastle  Union. 

week,  in  consequence  of  their  being  obliged  to  work.  I made  the  master  give  

their  names,  &c.,  to  each  relieving  officer,  and  cautioned  them  against  sub- 
mitting them  on  their  books  for  out-door  relief. 

In  consequence  of  the  almost  impossibility  of  obtaining  a quarry  in  Knocka- 
derry  district,  I request  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  paupers  bein'1, 
put  to  break  stones  that  were  quarried  under  the  Board  of  Works  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  an  unfinished  road. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Works  : — February  28,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you,  to  be  laid  before 
the  Board  of  Works,  the  accompanying  extract  from  a report  which  the  Com- 
missioners have  received  from  Captain  Maxwell,  the  Inspector  in  charge  of 
Newcastle  Union,  relative  to  the  employment  of  paupers  in  breaking  stones 
quarried  under  the  Board  of  Works;  and  I am  to  request  that  the  Board  will 
be  so  good  as  to  allow  the  stones  to  be  broken  as  requested. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners: — February  23,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  conveyed  in  communication  of 
21st  February,  I beg  to  state  that  the  chief  reasons,  iu  my  opinion,  why  the 
collection  is  in  such  a backward  state,  are,  the  lately  very  disturbed  state  of 
the  country,  the  intimidation  under  which  the  collectors  have  been  labouring, 
and  the  want  of  support  given  them  by  the  civil  power  previous  to  the 
26th  January. 

Previous  to  October  last,  I am  informed  that  the  people  were  urged  by 
persons  having  the  greatest  influence  over  them  not  to  pay  any  rates,  and  the 
feeling  prevailed  among  them  that  by  such  means  the  Government  would  be 
compelled  to  renew  the  operations  of  the  Temporary  Relief  Act.  I may  say 
the  collection  of  the  rate  struck  on  the  10th  June  last  only  commenced  in 
earnest  in  October  last.  The  chief  arrears  of  this  (modified  to  3.s.  in  the  pound), 
are  in  Mr.  Moylan’s  district.  The  electoral  divisions  of  Castletown,  Kilmeedy,. 
and  Ballingarry,  are  the  chief  defaulters,  and  there  exists  the  most  abject 
poverty.  Numbers  of  rate-payers  have  been  ejected  or  have  run  away  from 
their  holdings ; there  is  no  stock  on  the  land  to  seize,  or  any  means  to  get  at. 
There  remains  uncollected  of  the  rate  1086/.,  of  which  the  collector  states  not 
more  than  200/.  can  be  got,  and  that  not  immediately. 

Mr.  Hannigan  has  collected  all  the  3s.  rate  in  his  district,  except  311/.  He 
has  executed  55  warrants,  and  has  20  more  ; he  has  been  repeatedly  opposed 
in  the  execution  of  his  duty.  He  states  that  “ the  cattle  are  all  housed  now, 
“ and  he  cannot  get  at  them ; but  when  they  are  turned  out  in  May,  when  there 
“ will  be  no  more  house -feeding  left,  he  will  be  able  to  collect  the  arrear,  and 
“ he  hopes  the  new  rate  also.” 

Mr.  Leahy  “ has  only  about  120/.  uncollected  in  his  district,  and  is  afraid 
“ there  is  about  one-half  of  that  sum  that  never  can  be  collected,  from  mistakes 
“ in  the  books,  property  changing  hands,  and  there  being  either  no  stock  on  the 
“ land  or  its  being  locked  up.”  He  states,  “ that  a system  has  been  lately 
“ adopted,  viz.,  of  no  one  bidding  for  the  distrained  cattle,  and  applies  that  the 
“ master  of  the  workhouse  be  sent  to  bid  at  the  public  sale.” 

I beg  to  state  that  I have  heard  but  one  opinion  with  regard  to  the  collectors, 
viz.,  that  they  are  honest  and  trustworthy.  This  I believe  ; but  like  every  one 
in  this  country,  they  have  been  intimidated. 

As  to  the  rate-payers,  there  are  many  of  the  defaulters  who  are  able  to  pay, 
and  I pointed  out  by  name  a justice  of  the  peace  and  deputy  lieutenant  living  in 
the  county  Clare,  a clergyman,  the  Inspector  of  Drainage  under  the  Board  of 
Works,  a landed  proprietor,  a farmer  rated  at  62/.  per  annum,  and  the  Board’s 
milk  contractor,  as  defaulters  without  excuse.  I called  on  the  Board  to  take 
proceedings  in  the  higher  Courts,  and  take  out  writs  against  their  persons ; but 
that  suggestion  was  not  attended  to.  In  my  opinion  they  have  been  stern 
enough  with  the  higher  classes. 
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As  to  the  administration  of  the  funds  of  the  Union,  I consider  that  the  reck- 
less manner  in  which  out-door  relief  was  given  in  October  without  sanction, 
and  has  been  continued  since  with  scarce  a check,  at  an  expense  far  exceeding 
the  collection,  speaks  most  forcibly  for  their  want  of  economy  or  forethought  in 
the  manner  of  mauaging  their  finances. 

But  very  few  instances  on  the  part  of  individual  Guardians  to  check  abuse 
have  come  under  my  notice ; and  in  my  presence  it  was  stated  by  one  of  them- 
selves that  they  all,  and  every  farmer  in  the  country,  were  trying  to  get  or 
getting  out-door  relief  for  their  cottier,  or  herdsmen,  or  occasional  labourers. 

They  have  as  yet  shown  anything  but  economical  management  in  their  work- 
house,  the  average  cost  of  a pauper  being  2s.  lid. ; whereas  in  the  neighbouring 
Union  of  Rathkeale  it  is  only  Is.  6d.  This,  however,  will  soon  be  corrected. 

With  regard  to  this  subject,  there  are  many  of  the  ex-officio  Guardians  and 
respectable  part  of  the  Board  who  wish,  beyond  measure,  for  the  appointment 
of  Vice-Guardians ; but  the  rest  are  most  anxious  to  preserve  the  patronage  and 
influence  of  the  situation. 

I am  certain  that  the  affairs  of  the  Union  would  have  been  far  better 
managed  by  Vice-Guardians ; and  I would  have  expressed  my  opinion  on  the 
subject  before,  but  that  1 was  informed  it  was  not  considered  necessary  by  the 
Commissioners  that  such  should  be  appointed. 

The  vice-chairman  expressed  himself  yesterday  at  the  Board,  “ that  if  there 
“ had  been  a paid  Board  of  Guardians,  they  would  have  struck  a 7a-.  rate  instead 
“ of  a 3s.  one.”  He  at  the  same  time  informed  me  that  he  was  convinced  the 
35.  rate  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners,  and  now  ready  for  signature,  would 
be  collected,  but  that  nothing  higher  would  be  possible. 

I much  fear  that  the  reduction  in  the  expenditure  will  not  be  commensurate 
with  the  state  of  finances  of  the  Union,  and  that  no  contractor  will  be  found  to 
supply  them  with  Indian  meal  for  the  next  month. 

I annex  a letter  from  one  of  the  collectors. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Leahy,  Collector,  to  Captain  Maxwell: — February  23,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I have  on  yesterday  applied  to  Sub-Inspector  Coppin^er, 
of  Newcastle,  for  the  protection  of  a few  police  to  go  about  a mile  out  of  Newcastle,  on"  he 
resident  magistrate’s  general  requisition.  He  said  on  account  of  the  short  distance  I had  to  go 
he  would  not  refuse  me  then,  but  for  the  future  he  would  give  no  protection  without  a fresh 
requisition  for  every  day,  and  for  every  particular  townland,  and  giving  him  two  or  three  days’ 
previous  notice;  and  also  that  he  would  send  his  instructions  to  every  police-station  in  his 
district  to  the  same  effect. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians — Dissolution  of  the  Doctrd  of 
Guardians : — February  28,  1848. 


The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  serious  consideration  the 
present  embarrassed  state  of  the  finances  of  Newcastle  Union,  in  connexion  with 
the  resolution  passed  by  the  Newcastle  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  2nd  of 
November  last,  expressing  an  opinion  that  a paid  Board  of  Guardians  should 
^pointed  who  could  devote  their  whole  and  undivided  attention  to  the  affairs 
of  this  Union. 


Looking  to  the  comparative  wealth  of  Newcastle  Union,  and  to  the  great 
num  er  of  individuals  of  rank  and  station  who  have  property  within  it,  the 
Commissioners  were  in  the  highest  degree  unwilling  to  supersede  the  functions 

nndtb  f vie  ,rate'Payers,  by  the  appointment  of  paid  officers, 

and  they  accordingly  declined  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
Boaid  of  Guardians.  _ Although  the  debts  of  the  Union  were  of  a considerable 
f^Hmmf10n?‘S  entertained  tlle  lwpe  that  the  existing  emergency 
would  call  forth  extraordinary  exertions,  and  that  the  Guardians  would  not  fail 

TTntnn™  suffi^nt  rates  to  Pay.°ff  their  debts  and  to  place  the  finances  of  the 
Union  on  a satisfactory  foundation. 

, c-TJ™Tnei? regret  t0  state  tliat  they IiaTe  wholly 

disappointed.  Notwithstanding  the  representations  of  their  Inspector,  Captain 
Mavweli,  the  Guardians  have  not  in  any  one  of  the  last  three  months  collected 

I w * it0  o1efryfT1\thelr  actual  expenses.  The  precise  amount  of 
their  debts  on  the  31st  of  October  was  30151. ; but  in  November  the  Guardians 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


589 


incurred  au  additional  debt  of  661/.,  in  December  530/.,  and  in  January  784/. 
so  that  on  the  31st  ultimo  the  total  debts  of  the  Guardians  amounted  to  4990/.. 
while  the  money  to  their  credit  was  merely  575/.  ; and  in  each  of  the  weeks  of 
the  present  month  the  collection  has  fallen  so  far  short  of  the  expenses  that 
the  Commissioners  cannot  estimate  the  present  debts  of  the  Union  at  less  than 
5600/. 

The  Commissioners  are  unable  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  this  state  of  the 
finances  of  Newcastle  Union  is  owing  in  a great  measure  to  the  default  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  in  the  collection  of  the  rates,  and  they  desire  on  this  head 
to  refer  to  the  example  of  the  adjoining  Union  of  Kanturk. 

Newcastle  Union  appears  to  be  on  the  whole  more  wealthy  in  reference  to  its 
population  than  Kanturk,  the  population  of  Newcastle  Union  being  60,007,  and 
the  net  annual  value  of  its  property  under  the  Poor  Law  valuation  being 
109,499/.  ; while  the  population  of  Kanturk  Union  is  85,861,  and  the  net 
annual  value  of  its  property  is  106,114/. 

On  the  30th  of  last  November  the  debts  of  Kanturk  Union  amounted  to 
6680/.,  and  the  embarrassed  state  of  its  finances  was  one  of  the  reasons  which 
influenced  the  Commissioners  in  appointing  Vice- Guardians  to  manage  its 
affairs.  The  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed  on  the  16th  of  November ; they 
made  a rate  of  16,837/.  on  the  27th;  and  the  collectors’  warrants  were  signed 
on  the  30th  of  the  same  month.  They  then  pressed  forward  the  collection  with 
such  vigour  and  success  that  they  collected  during  December  5677/.,  during 
January  5948/.,  and  during  less  than  three  weeks  of  February  2945/.,  sums 
amounting  on  the  whole  to  14,570/.  By  these  means  the  Kanturk  Guardians, 
instead  of  adding  to  their  debt,  raised  as  much  as  8000/.  more  than  the  actual 
expenses,  from  the  30th  of  November  to  the  present  time. 

Now,  when  the  Commissioners  consider  the  collectors’ warrants  in  Newcastle 
Union  were  all  signed  either  in  June,  or  the  first  week  of  July,  and  that  the 
amount  put  in  collection  was  15,149/.  (the  collection  of  which  ought  undoubtedly 
to  have  been  closed  by  the  end  of  last  December  at  the  very  latest),  it  appears 
to  the  Commissioners  evident  that  there  has  been  a default  of  duty  in  the  New- 
castle Board  of  Guardians,  in  reference  to  that  very  important  part  of  their 
functions,  the  levying  of  rates. 

Under  these  circumstances,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Union  from  becoming 
involved  in  inextricable  financial  difficulties,  the  Commissioners  deem  it  ad- 
visable to  supersede  the  present  system  of  management  by  the  appointment  of 
paid  Guardians.  The  Commissioners  have,  accordingly,  given  directions  for 
the  preparation  of  an  order  dissolving  the  Newcastle  Board  of  Guardians ; the 
order  will  be  formally  issued  by  to-morrow  evening’s  post,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners will  proceed  with  the  least  possible  delay  to  appoint  Vice-Guardians  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  the  Union. 

Resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  2nd  November,  1847,  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing  Letter. 

The  following  resolution  was  proposed  by  Thomas  Locke,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by 
Captain  Shelton: — “That  from  no  willingness  to  abdicate  our  functions,  but  with  the  most 
anxious  desire  to  discharge  our  duties  as  Poor  Law  Guardians  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability  and 
exertions  for  the  benefit  and  interest  of  all  classes,  we  are  under  the  strongest  impression,  that 
taking  into  account  the  constant  and  vigilant  attention  indispensably  and  daily  necessary  to  the 
increasing  and  arduous  duties  of  this  Board,  and  the  honest  performance  of  our  duties  as 
members  thereof,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  this  Union,  and  the  interest 
of  the  destitute  poor  and  of  the  rate-payers,  that  a paid  Board  of  Guardians  be  appointed,  who 
could  devote  their  whole  and  undivided  attention  to  the  affairs  of  this  Union. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners: — February  24,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  leave  to 
work  in  a quarry  at  Knockaderry  having  been  at  length  obtained,  269  persons 
were  ordered  to  go  to  work. 

On  assembling  this  morning  they  threatened  the  owner  of  the  quarry  and 
the  overseer,  and  most  of  them  refused  to  work — one  man  calling  out  that 
“ they  would  rather  be  transported  than  break  stones.”  The  relieving  officer 
and  the  overseer  immediately  reported  the  circumstance  to  me,  I have  struck 
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off  altogether  four  men,  the  ringleaders,  and  have  stopped  a week’s  relief  from 
the  others.  I have  also  sent  them  word  that  if  they  did  not  immediately  go  to 
work  they  and  their  families  would  be  deprived  of  out-door  relief.  I have 
reason  to  believe  that  in  the  Knockaderry  district  there  has  been  a systematic 
combination  to  oppose  the  labour  test.  The  whole  country  is  studded  with 
quarries  ; and  every  one  of  them,  with  one  exception,  have  been  refused  to  the- 
Guardians,  two  or  three  by  landed  gentlemen. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  1,  1848. 

Adverting  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  in  which  you  state  that  a 
number  of  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  in  Newcastle  Union  had  refused  to 
break  stones,  and  that  you  had  suspended  relief  to  some  of  them,  I am  directed 
by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  are  of  opinion  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances stated  in  your  letter,  you  were  justified  in  assuming  that  the  parties  who 
refused  to  break  the  stones  were  not  really  destitute. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  1,  1848. 

After  the  letter  from  the  Commissioners  dissolving  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians had  been  read  yesterday,  I begged  of  them, to  remain  and  transact  the  busi- 
ness of  the  day.  This  request  was  cheerfully  complied  with,  and  a wish  was 
expressed  that  a limited  number  of  their  body  might  be  sanctioned  to  give  their 
assistance  to  the  Vice- Guardians. 

The  state  of  the  finances  of  the  Union  is  now  as  follows : — 


Collection,  week  to  26th  February 
Expenditure  in  food  alone  . 
Amount  of  debt  to  Contractors  . 


£ u.  d. 
392  15  3 
751  19  2 
5,165  0 0 


It  was  ordered  that  the  collection  be  closed,  and  the  arrears  brought 
forward.  ° 

Each  collector  handed  in  a return  of  the  whole  of  the  defaulters  on  his 
books.  I transmit  them  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners.  Mr.  Leahy, 
poor  rate  collector,  stated  that  he  would  have  collected  a larger  amount  of 
rates  last  week,  but  that  he  was  refused  the  assistance  of  the  police : in  conse- 
quence the  seizures  made  by  him  and  his  bailiffs  were  on  several  occasions 
rescued  from  them. 

Two  contracts  for  Indian  meal  were  offered  to  the  Board : one  from  the 
present  contractor  Mr.  O’Donnel,  at  10/.  15*.  per  ton,  including  all  expenses: 
the  other  at  8/.  18* . lOe?.,  with  the  same  conditions.  The  latter  was  accepted, 
an~the  day  named  for  Mr.  Russell  to  commence  the  supply. 

The  Board  decided  on  causing  a total  revision  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose 
ol  correcting  the  errors  m the  present  rating. 

A petition  to  Parliament,  sent  by  a committee  of  Irish  members  to  the  vice- 
ohairmau,  praying  for  an  amendment  of  the  Irish  Poor  Law,  &c„  was  signed  by 
all  the  members  of  the  Board.  o j 

The  Board  recommended  that  an  assistant  to  the  master  he  appointed, 
and  also  a person  to  superintend  the  baking,  and  the  industrial  operations  on 
le  Sldv  °f  rhe  housei  Thls  latter  aPP°in‘ment  I think  will  be  neces- 
vr7.'  A number  of  masons,  &c„  are  now  employed  in  building  a story  over  the' 
idiot  wards  on  the  female  side,  and  on  that  account  the  assistant  or  steward  is 
obhged  to  attend  constantly  in  the  yard;  but  when  the  building  is  finished, 
and  tills  man  can  resume  his  ordinary  duties,  I think  there  will  be  no 
necessity  for  an  assistant  to  the  master.  The  workhouse  is  clean  and  in  good 
staff.  ’ md  1 4 ™ V there  WlU  be  110  difficultf  in  keeping  it  so  with  the  present 

A letter  was  read  from  the  farmers  of  one  electoral  division  (Rathronan) 
proposing  to  give  employment  to  the  persons  who  are  now  breaking  stones,  for 
- , 'q0U  -ooirehef,  and  to  give  them  their  dinner  daily  in  lieu  of  wages,  pro- 
l nei  lei  ey  nor  their  families  be  struck  off  the  relief  lists,  and  continue 
to  receive  rations.  I begged  of  the  Guardian  of  that  division  to  explain  to 
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those  farmers  that  such  a proposal  was  contrary  to  every  principle  of  justice,  Newcastle  Union, 
and  could  not  be  entertained  for  one  moment.  ’ — 

The  labour  system  has  been  extended  further  this  week,  but  the  amount  of 
work  done  appears  small.  The  weather  has  been  very  severe,  and  several  of 
the  quarries  are  filled  with  water. 

The  persons  from  Knockaderry  district  who  last  week  opposed  the  overseer 
and  refused  to  break  stones  have  since  come  quietly  to  work.  There  exists  a 
general  underhand  combination  against  the  labour  system.  Several  of  the 
owners  of  quarries  are  withdrawing  their  permission  to  work  in  them,  or 
charging  enormous  compensation  for  “ trespass.”  In  one  case  the  broken  stone 
has  been  seized  by  the  owner  of  the  quarry ; it  is  evident  this  is  caused  by  the 
labourers  themselves. 

I investigated  into  the  loss  of  two  blankets,  a sheet,  and  a rug  at  the  Church- 
town  house ; when  it  appeared  that  the  schoolmaster  neglected  to  count  the 
bedding  handed  over  to  him  by  Wardmaster  Collins  ; and  the  Board  were  of 
opinion  that  he  should  replace  them  at  his  own  expense. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  4,  1848. 

As  a few  days  are  likely  to  elapse  before  the  permanent  appointment  of 
Vice-Guardians  can  be  completed,  the  Commissioners  have  appointed  you  as 
Vice-Guardian  temporarily,  and  they  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  act 
provisionally  as  Vice-Guardians  of  Newcastle  Union,  until  the  permanent  Vice- 
Guardians  arrive. 

The  Commissioners  have  requested  Mr.  Briscoe,  Vice-Guardian  of  Kanturk 
Union,  to  act  conjointly  with  you  in  like  manner,  in  the  beginning  of  next 
week. 

The  Commissioners  have  great  confidence  in  Mr.  Briscoe,  whose  efficiency 
as  a Vice-Guardian  has  been  proved  in  Kanturk  Union ; and  they  trust  that  you 
will  be  able  to  take  decisive  steps  next  Tuesday  in  carrying  out  the  Commis- 
sioners’ instructions  respecting  the  administration  of  relief.  For  example,  the 
Commissioners  observe  that  in  Newcastle  workhouse  there  are  147  aged  and 
infirm  men,  and  145  aged  and  infirm  women,  all  (or  at  least  almost  all)  of 
whom  should  receive  out-door  allowances.  Other  points  will  readily  occur  to 
you ; but  on  this  head  the  Commissioners  think  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in 
making  such  arrangements  as  will  make  the  workhouse  far  more  available  than 
at  present,  as  a test  for  the  destitution  of  able-bodied  men  and  their  wives. 


Further  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  Captain  Maxwell  : — 

March  6,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  report  of  the 
1st  instant,  relative  to  the  Newcastle  Union ; and  with  reference  to  the  state- 
ment that  Mr.  Leahy,  one  of  the  collectors,  would  have  collected  a large 
amount  of  rates,  but  that  he  was  refused  the  assistance  of  the  police,  I am  to 
inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  will  bring  this  matter  under  the  notice  of 
his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

The  other  points  adverted  to  in  your  report  should  be  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  their  views  ascertained. 

The  lists  of  arrears  transmitted  by  you  are  herewith  returned  for  the  purpose 
of  being  laid  before  the  Vice-Guardians. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners: — March  4,  1848. 

Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  2nd  March,  1848, 1 beg  to 
State  that,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  no  objection  to  suspend  the  order  authorizing 
out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  in  this  Union  on  the  10th  instant ; my  inten- 
tion was  not  to  have  applied  for  a renewal  of  it  after  the  15th  March. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  6,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  report  of  the  4th  instant,  in  which  you  state  that  you  know  of  no  objection 
to  the  suspension  of  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in 
Newcastle  Union,  and  that  you  did  not  intend  to  apply  for  a renewal  of  it. 

The  Commissioners  infer  from  this  report  that  you  do  not  think  it  necessary 
that  the  order  should  be  renewed,  and  accordingly  out-door  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied  in  Newcastle  Union  will  not  be  legal  after  the  15th  instant. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners: — March  8,  1848. 

Referring  to  my  report  on  the  subject  of  the  out-door  relief  order  to 
the  able-bodied  I beg  to  state  that,  on  consulting  Mr.  Briscoe,  I find  that  his 
opinion  is  that  the  order  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  1st  April.  Since  I made 
that  report  a vast  deal  of  rain  has  fallen.  The  greater  part  of  this  Union  is 
low  and  flat,  and  excessively  wet  and  swampy  from  the  long  continuance  of 
rain ; and  general  employment  cannot  begin  until  the  weather  sets  in  fine  and 
the  land  dried. 

Under  the  circumstances,  and  in  deference  to  Mr.  Briscoe’s  opinion,  I beg 
now  to  request  the  Commissioners  to  extend  the  order  to  the  above-named 
period. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  11,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  order  will  be  issued  as  you  request. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  14,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  week  ended  the  1 1th  instant,  that, 
in  obedience  to  your  instructions,  we  took  temporary  charge  of  this  Union  as 
Vice-Guardians  upon  Tuesday,  7th  March  instant. 

Our  first  attention  was  directed  to  the  financial  department.  We  found  that 
a rate  varying  from  U-.  lOd.  to  4s.  1 Id.  in  the  pound  was  struck  on  the  8th 
June  1847,  and  that  on  the  12th  October  only  1006/.  ls.3£d  had  been  collected 
out  of  a rate  of  18,69S/.  Is.  3 hd.,  and  1970/.  due  to  the  treasurer. 

That  the  rate  so  struck  was  modified  by  the  Guardians  to  3s.  as  a maximum ; 
but  the  whole  of  such  rate  was  absolutely  necessary,  as  the  amount  of  debt  due 
by  the  Union  upon  our  appointment  was  6448/.  13s.  Id. 

It  appearing  that  a new  rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound  upon  the  whole  Union 
having  been  decided  upon  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  upon  the  25th  day 
ol  January,  1848,  we  considered  it  necessary  to  close  the  collector’s  accounts 
previous  to  striking  such  rate,  which  rate  we  have  signed  this  dav. 

Wecfi1n1dQ  r,"  °f  the  8th  of  June  rate>  reduced  to  3s.  in  the  pound,  a 
sum  ol  1189/.  6s.  ha.  1 

s,,PS4Qqvaibal?iCe  Vi051  the  rate,  would  make  a 

sum  of  4995Z.  Is.  2i d , which  would  have  considerably  lessened  the  liabilities 
aqqq/6 1 su  uP°n  our. appointment ; and  we  intend  to  collect  such  sum  of 
4995/.  Is.  2hd.  m addition  to  the  new  rate  we  have  struck. 

That  were  it  not  for  the  financial  difficulties  in  which  we  found  the  Union, 
owing  so  large  a sum  as  6448/.,  a balance  with  treasurer  of  only  173/.  14s.  8 d., 
Z * expenditure  of  8301.,  we  would  not  have  decided  upon  striking 

flip  Iflfp  Rn-iTvi  U?< e^ectora^  divisions  of  the  Union,  as  resolved  by 
the  late  Board,  but  the  alteration  would  have  caused  delay. 

vpf/p^ienrr]2g  f°  thL  °f  Union  accounts  (form  5 B)  for  the  half- 

year  endrng  September  29th  last  the  equal  rating  upon  each  of  the  electoral 

hTC  I)  r r S°?Sw.er  at  val™ce  with  the  62nd  section  of  the 

Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  1 and  2 Vic.,  cap.  56. 

ee  JLnfiTldfthai<ihe  °^°?t  r<?ief  Was  ordered  by  the  late  Guardians  to 
the  9th  0ctober  389 

The  next  week,  ending  16th  October,  3699  persons,  sec.  1,  and  10,950,  sec,  2, 
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were  relieved  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  their  meeting  of  the  12th 
October,  William  Smith  O’Brien,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  (minutes  of  proceedings 
subsequently  signed  by  M.  Leahy,  Esq.)  The  cost  of  the  above  amounted  to 
516/.  9s.  2 d. 

The  next  week,  ended  the  23rd  October,  4901,  sec.  1,  and  14,638  persons 
sec.  2,  were  relieved  at  a cost  of  678/.  12s.  5 d.  1 ’ 

The  next  week,  ended  30th  October,  4928,  sec.  1,  and  15,000,  sec.  2,  received 
out-door  relief  at  a cost  of  7291.  3s.  6d.  The  order  signed  by  J ’ P Ken- 
nedy, Esq. 

The  relief  to  this  period  (30th  October)  was,  previous  to  the  order  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  1st  November,  sanctioning  out-door  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied. 

The  indiscriminate  manner  in  which  the  relieving  officers  received  applica- 
tion for  out-door  relief  is  evident  from  5104  names  in  one  day,  and  2310  on 
another  day,  having  been  entered  on  their  Application  and  Report  Books. 

On  the  7th  of  March  instant,  when  we  took  charge  of  this  Union,  5302 
^7and  sec-  2>  total  22,517,  were  receiving  out-door  relief  at’  a cost 

ol  o4o(.  3s.  6d.  for  week  ended  the  4th  March  instant,  and  this  large  number 
ol  persons  not  having  been  examined  by  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

To  meet  which  weekly  expenditure  for  out-door  relief,  the  support  of  the 
house,  officers,  &c.,  and  a debt  of  6448 /.,  there  was  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer 
a sum  of  173/.  14s.  8 d. 

These  persons  were  relieved  solely  on  the  recommendation  of  the  relieving 
officers— 22,517  out  of  a population  of  60,007  (Census  1S41),  2515  more  than 
one-third  of  the  whole  population  of  that  period. 

We  consider  the  dietary  of  the  house  upon  too  expensive  a scale,  and  not  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Poor  Law  Acts  on  that  head. 

We  intend  to  propose  a new  dietary,  and  have  no  doubt  but  that  we  shall  be 
enabled  to  effect  a saving  under  this  head  alone  of  1330/.  11s.  yearly  to  the 
Union.  J 

We  find  that  contracts  have  been  taken  at  much  too  high  a rate,  one  instance 
that  of  milk ; the  contract  for  the  winter  months,  Jauuary,  February  and 
March  of  1847,  was  at  the  rate  of  8c/.  a gallon,  and  we  find  the  same  contractor 
has  now  a contract  for  the  whole  year  at  9 d. 

This  latter  contract  we  find  could  easily  have  been  obtained  at  Id.  per  gallon 
making  a difference  to  the  Union  of  257/.  yearly. 

W e find  that  the  lowest  tenders  have  not  been  accepted,  as  may  appear  on 
reference  to  unaccepted  tenders.  We  may  instance  one  article,  soap,  contracted 
for  at  35s.,  when  another  tender  was  in  for  29s.  6 d. 

The  last  entry  in  the  Visiting  Committee’s  Book  we  find  dated  25th  Novem- 
ber, 1846. 

The  labour  test  has  been  partially  successful  only,  the  superintendents  • 
cannot  do  their  duty  from  intimidation  and  the  violence  of  the  people,  who  by 
mobs  and  clamour  have  always  carried  every  point  in  this  Union. 

The  state  of  the_  house  is  satisfactory;  the  ventilation  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  medical  officer  excellent ; the  clothing  of  the  inmates  good. 

The  workhouse  grounds  are  in  a most  unprotected  state,  a low  wall  round 
three  sides,  and  before  the  house  no  wall  or  gate.  It  is  perfectly  exposed. 

We  have  given  directions  that  the  aged  and  infirm  not  bed-ridden,  shall  leave 
the  house  to  receive  out- door  relief,  in  order  to  afford  room  to  allow  the  work- 
house  test  to  be  applied  to  the  able-bodied  applicants  for  relief. 

The  master  applied  to  us  for  an  assistant  “to  keep  his  books;5’  and  on  our 
refusal  to  make  such  appointment,  he  tendered  his  resignation,  which  we  have 
accepted. 

We  consider  it  advisable  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  the  wardsmen,  steward, 
and  wardswoman : each  received  21/.  9s.  yearly  and  rations;  now  they  are 
each  to  .receive  10/.  yearly  and  rations. 

We  intend  taking  into  consideration  the  industrial  training  of  the  children, 
and  have  ordered  to  be  repaired  the  spinning  implements  that  had  been  laid 
aside.  We  have  ordered  additional  wheels  and  reels. 

The  house  at  Ballingarry  intended  to  have  been  taken  by  the  late  Board  (we 
have  visited)  as  a school-house,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  much  too  small, 
and  totally  unfit  for  the  purpose ; it  would  be  impossible,  to  keep  a classifica- 


Newcastle  Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


594  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


.Nowcostle  Union,  tion  in  it  The  Commissioners  will  have  the  goodness  to  sanction  the  Vice- 
' Guardians  in  not  making  use  of  it. 

We  consider  that  an  immediate  revision  by  personal  examination  of  every 
person  on  the  out-door  relief  list,  both  in  section  1 and  section  2,  absolutely 
necessary. 

The  description  of  persons  that  have  applied  to  us  for  out-door  relief,  respect- 
able farmers  and  persons  of  a higher  grade,  who  have  made  application  to  us 
to  have  their  servants  and  labourers  relieved,  fully  justify  us  in  supposing  that 
on  the  out-door  relief  list  there  are  thousands  that  ought  not  to  come  within 
the  operations  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act. 

The  late  Board  entered  into  a contract  with  the  Messrs.  Russell,  of  Limerick, 
for  Indian  meal,  and  one  of  the  conditions  was  to  pay  weekly. 

Not  having  funds  to  meet  such  condition  if  insisted  upon,  and  not  expecting 
at  present  much  from  our  collectors,  we  submit  for  the  Commissioners’  con- 
sideration the  affording  us  pecuniary  assistance  in  the  event  of  our  treasurer,  the 
Provincial  Bank,  Limerick,  not  agreeing  to  make  us  advances,  which  if  they 
do  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  consent  to  our  paying  them  interest  on  such 
advances. 

During  the  short  time  we  have  been  in  charge  we  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as 
time  and  personal  exertion  permitted,  to  give  our  best  attention  to  the  compli- 
cated affairs  of  this  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  18,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  report  of  the  14th 
instant,  relative  to  Newcastle  Union,  and  desire  to  express  their  thanks  to  you 
for  the  information  contained  in  that  report. 

The  Commissioners  understand  from  your  statement  that  you  found  remaining 
uncollected  of  the  3.s.  instalmentof  the  last  rate  a sum  of  1 189/.  (5s.  5 d.,  that 
the  amount  of  the  last  rate,  which  was  not  put  in  course  of  collection  (being 
the  difference  between  the  amount  of  the  3s.  instalment  and  the  total  amount 
"the  14s.  9 id.,  and  that  these  two  sums,  making  together 

4995/.  Is.  2 id,  have  been  carried  forward  as  arrear  into  the  New  Rate  Books, 
and  will  be  collected  as  such  with  the  new  rate. 

The  Commissioners  fully  approve  of  your  having  adopted  the  3s.  rate  on  all 
the  electoral  divisions,  as  agreed  to  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  not  only 
because  any  other  course  would  have  occasioned  delay,  but  also  because  they 
beheve  from  the  statements  before  them  that  there  is  no  electoral  division  in 
the  Union  m which  a smaller  sum  is  required  ; and  on  this  latter  ground,  and 
having  regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  Temporary  Relief  Act  in  reference  to 
the  repayment  of  advances,  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  no  objection 
to  an  equal  rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound  on  all  the  electoral  divisions  could  in  this 
case  be  sustained  on  the  ground  of  such  equal  rate  being  at  variance  with  the 
•62nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  to  which  you  refer. 

*"5  refere1nc®  .to  *at  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  the  administration 
i r?!?f  t°  ^'bodied  before  the  Commissioners’  order,  under  the 
tw  fi  tl0n  of  the  Insh  R^ef  Extension  Act,  was  issued,  I am  to  acquaint  you 
?flS10nern have  ?lready  directed  the  attention  of  the  auditor  to 
th  jSJect’  and  they  will  now  forward  to  him  an  extract  from  your  report, 
a jfni?60  I0  5he  house  at  Ballmgarry,  which  was  intended  to  be  taken  as 

is  unsuitable-  Commissioners  are 
0.  ^1  f , , e 1S  matter  m your  hands.  The  Commissioners  approve 

hJ-  ru  as  detailed  in  y°*r  report,  and  they  have 
nrod n cti state  y°u  have  in  contemplation  will  be 
S™  °f  fmuch  be»efit  to  the  Union.  The  Commissioners  are  of  opinion, 
t ? a reV1S10U  of  the  relief  lists  is  a matter  of  the  most 

thanedn  “d  ^ n°‘  be  dela?ed  “ lonSCT 

t0  y°nl  reqU6St  (or  Pecuiliary  assistance,  or  the  consent  of  the 
S f f°ffay  mterf  t.t0  the  treasurer,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commis- 

fnr  ^L^h  hat  m a Positi°n  t0  guarantee  the  payment  of  interest 

lor  money  borrowed  from  the  treasurer. 
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If  the  treasurer  will  advance  no  money,  the  Commissioners  will  endeavour 
to  assist  the  Vice-Guardians  in  their  difficulties  until  the  new  rate  is  actually 
in  progress  of  collection. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners: — March  13,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  that  I have  just  received  information  from  a most  respect- 
able source,  that  a great  meeting  of  the  labouring  classes  is  to  be  held  on  the 
17th  instant  in  this  town,  and  that  the  intention  is  to  attack  and  destroy  the 
Union  workhouse. 

The  stipendiary  magistrate  and  the  two  local  justices  of  the  peace  are  absent 
at  the  assizes  in  Limerick. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  14,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  forwarded  a copy  of: 
your  communication  to  the  Under-Secretary. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  18,  1848. 

I beg  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that 
everything  passed  off  perfectly  quiet  yesterday.  There  was  a meeting  in  the  town 
at  which  not  more  than  300  or  400  persons,  including  women  and  children,  were 
present. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Redington  : — March  22,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a report  which  they 
have  received  from  Mr.  Maxwell,  the  Temporary  Inspector  in  charge  of  Newcastle 
Union,  relative  to  the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  17th  instant,  with  reference  to- 
the  anticipated  attack  on  the  workhouse. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  '.—March  18,  1848. 

I beg  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that 
on  the  16th  instant,  one  of  the  relieving  officers  of  this  Union,  Mr.  Fitzgibbon, 
was  waylaid  and  severely  beaten  by  three  men,  one  of  whom  he  is  able  to  identify. 
I had  given  him  directions  to  swear  informations  before  a magistrate  as  soon  as  he 
is  able,  and  I have  directed  his'  brother  to  do  his  duty  until  he  is  recovered. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Maxwell: — March  23,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  transmitted  a copy  of 
your  report  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  his  information ; and  I 
am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the  steps  taken  by  you  in  the 
matter. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  22,  1848. 

I beg  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that 
this  day,  while  the  Vice-Guardians  were  sitting  in  the  Board-room  revising  the 
relieving  officers’  books,  a mob  of  some  200  or  300  persons  attacked  the  workhouse. 
The  outer  door  was  burst  in,  and  a few  of  them  got  as  far  as  the  Board-room 
door,  which  they  broke,  but  they  did  not  succeed  in  getting  into  the  room.  The 
constabulary  were  sent  for,  and  they  have  arrested  the  ringleader  and  most  violent 
of  them.  On  the  matter  being  reported  to  me,  I called  on  the  officer  commanding 
the  troops,  who  ordered  the  men  under  arms,  but  there  was  no  magistrate,  I was 
informed,  in  the  vicinity  to  take  charge.  I immediately  proceeded  to  the  work-  ■ 
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Newcastle  Union,  house,  and  on  the  way  was  met  by  the  mob,  who  threatened  my  life,  and  uttered 
the  most  violent  denunciations  against  me  and  the  Vice-Guardians,  but  did  not 
personally  molest  me.  I beg  to  state,  that  I am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  have  a strong  body  of  police  actually  stationed  in  the  house  for 
its  protection,  and  I also  think  that  a stipendiary  magistrate  ought  to  reside  in  this 
town. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners: — March  23,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  a large  concourse  of  people  have  again 
assembled  at  the  workhouse,  and  are  holding  most  threatening  language.  I beg 
to  state  that  it  will  be  perfectly  impossible  for  the  Vice-Guardians  to  revise  the 
relief  lists,  or  do  the  duties  of  their  office  as  long  as  this  violence  continues ; and 
I consider  it  perfectly  unsafe  for  them  to  attend  at  the  workhouse  until  the  most 
ample  protection  is  afforded  them  by  the  civil  and  military  power. 

I have  advised  them  not  to  attend  at  the  Board  this  day,  as  I have  good  reason 
to  believe  they  will  meet  with  personal  violence. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Maxwell: — March  25,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  concern  of  the  Commissioners  that  any  attempt  should 
have  been  made  to  intimidate  you,  or  the  Vice-Guardians,  in  the  discharge  of  your 
duty. 

The  Commissioners  have  forwarded  your  two  letters  to  Mr.  Redington,  and  the 
Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that  due  protection  will  be  afforded  to  you  and  the 
Vice-Guardians  by  Her  Majesty’s  Government. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners: — March  23,  1848. 

In  consequence  of  the  very  heavy  rain  that  has  fallen,  the  country  is  still 
quite  unfit  for  cultivation ; I,  therefore,  suggest  to  the  Commissioners  the  advisa- 
bility of  extending  the  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  class  for  eight  days,  from  the 
1st  April  next. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  25, 1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the  pre- 
paration of  an  order  in  accordance  with  your  request. 


Captain  Maxwell  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  22,  1848. 

I beg  to  report  that  Messrs.  Bell  and  Brehon  arrived  here  on  Saturday  last, 
and  at  once  entered  on  their  duties.  I have  made  them  acquainted  with  every 
circumstance  connected  with  this  Union,  particularly  the  manner  in  which  the 
Poor  Law  has  been  administered  ; and  I have  pointed  out  the  numerous  abuses  to 
remedy  and  correct.  I am  most  happy  to  find  in  both  these  gentlemen  persons  of 
great  experience  in  the  working  of  the  Poor  Law,  and  men  of  judgment  and 
ability.  Under  their  management  I doubt  not  the  circumstances  of  this  Union 
will  be  retrieved  and  things  placed  on  a wholesome  footing. 

During  the  last  fortnight  I have  put  the  workhouse  test  to  a considerable 
number  of  able-bodied  single  men  with  universal  success ; some  of  them  remained 
in  the  workhouse  one  day;  and  I am  convinced  that  if  the  house  contained 
400  or  500  more,  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  might  be  dispensed  with 
altogether. 

The  last  warrants  for  the  collection  of  the  new  rate  were  signed  by  Captain 
Bell  and  myself  yesterday,  but  the  collectors  are  delayed  until  the  receipt-books 
are  printed ; they  are  to  be  ready  on  Saturday  next. 

I have  recommended  to  the  Vice-Guardians  a change  in  the  dietary  of  the 
workhouse,  with  a view  of  lessening  the  expenditure.  The  great  outlay  has  been 
in  the  best  white  bread  and  sweet  milk.  I have  suggested  that  both  should  be 
done  away  with,  and  that  bread  of  maize  and  whole  meal,  with  cocoa,  be  substi- 
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stituted.  This  the  Vice -Guardians  have  ordered,  and  it  will  be  carried  out 
immediately. 

I beg  to  suggest  to  the  Commissioners  the  great  saving  that  would  accrue,  if 
by  an  order  the  whole  of  the  contracts,  except  the  one  for  Indian  corn  meal,  were 
at  once  broken  and  fresh  ones  entered  into.  Almost  every  article  is  at  too  high 
a price. 

One  of  the  relieving  officers,  Mr.  Hannigan,  tendered  his  resignation  yesterday, 
in  consequence  of  my  receiving  sworn  evidence  of  his  allowing  two  gross  cases  of 
abuse  to  exist  in  his  district.  I have  ordered  the  clerk  to  charge  him  with  the 
amount  of  illegal  relief  he  dispensed  in  these  two  cases. 

I regret  to  state  that  I am  receiving  constant  accounts  of  the  increase  of  fever 
and  other  sickness  in  the  electoral  division  of  Ballingarry,  and  frequent  applications 
are  made  to  me  for  relief  in  money  for  these  people. 

I explained  to  the  collectors  the  great  embarrassment  of  the  finances  of  the 
Union,  and  pointed  out  to  them  how  necessary  it  was  to  make  the  most  strenuous 
exertions  to  get  in  the  rates  without  loss  of  time ; and  I warned  them,  that  if  I 
did  not  find  them  at  once  commence  with  the  immediate  lessors  and  make  them 
pay,  I would  report  the  matter  to  the  Commissioners  with  a view  to  their 
removal. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  27,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  chahg'e  in  the  workhouse  dietary,  which  you  have 
suggested  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  I am  to  inquire  whether  the  medical  officer  of 
the  workhouse  has  been  consulted  on  the  proposed  change. 

As  regards  the  contracts  for  workhouse  supplies,  I am  to  state  that  the  Com- 
missioners entertain  no  objection  to  the  contracts  being  broken,  if  the  terms  of  the 
contracts  admit  of  its  being  done. 

With  respect  to  the  relieving  officer  who  has  resigned  in  consequence  of  two 
cases  of  abuse  in  his  district  having  been  proved,  the  Commissioners  will  call  the 
attention  of  the  auditor  to  the  subject.  The  salary  of  the  relieving  officer  should 
not  be  paid  until  his  accounts  have  been  audited. 

The  Commissioners  have  written  to  the  Board  of  Health  on  the  subject  of  the 
prevalence  of  sickness  in  Ballingarry. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  27,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  annex  our  report  for  the  week  ending  25th 

instant. 

On  Monday,  according  to  your  instructions,  we  took  charge  of  this  Union,  and 
proceeded  by  personal  inspection  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  workhouse  and  its 
auxiliary  branches;  we  found  in  the  houses  663,  leaving  room  for  about  120. 

Captain  Maxwell’s  and  Mr.  Briscoe’s  able  report  to  you  of  the  general  state 
and  finances  of  this  Union  is  before  us,  which  has  our  entire  concurrence,  we 
therefore  think  it  useless  to  go  over  the  same  ground. 

From  the  lawless  state  of  this  Union,  and  the  attempt  last  Wednesday  (as 
reported  by  Captain  Maxwell)  to  intimidate  us  in  the  execution  of  our  duty,  we 
consider  it  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  property  of  the  Union  in  the 
workhouse  that  police  should  be  stationed  in  it.  You  have  been  informed 
that  on  the  day  above  alluded  to,  they  smashed  the  panels  of  the  Board-room  door 
which  we  had  barricaded  with  the  tables  in  the  room,  as  we  were  afraid,  even 
supposing  personal  violence  would  not  have  been  used,  that  the  records  would 
have  been  destroyed,  as  everything  seems  hitherto  to  have  been  conducted  by 
intimidation  and  mob-law.  We  are  determined,  as  far  as  the  dietary  of  the 
workhouse  is  concerned,  to  try  and  make  a change,  by  acting  with  firmness  and 
prudence.  We  have  had  up  to  this  time  police  daily  at  the  workhouse,  and  continue 
to  revise  the  lists,  notwithstanding  our  having  been  warned  not  to  do  so  until  we 
get  a stronger  body  of  police  stationed  at  the  workhouse,  wishiug  to  show  that  we 
•will  not  yield  to  intimidation. 

We  are  anxious,  as  far  as  possible,  to  make  the  workhouse  the  test  of  destitu- 
tion ; but  it  being  so  small,  and  the  utter  impossibility  of  getting  additional  houses, 
cripples  us  much ; although  we  had  only  room  for  1 20  last  week,  we  gave  tickets 
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Newoastle Union.  for  admission  for  600,  to  those  under  section  2,  receiving  out-door  relief,  that 
from  information  and  personal  investigation  we  conceived  could  get  employment, 
or  had  other  means  of  support;  only  36  availed  themselves  of  the  admission 
tickets. 

We  have  had  the  rate  collectors  before  us ; they  have  all  received  their  warrants 
save  one,  Mr.  Lynch,  whose  appointment  waits  your  approval.  We  have  impressed 
on  them  the  necessity  of  rapidly  collecting  the  rates,  and  of  our  determination 
to  make  them  do  their  duty. 

We  found  that  Captain  Maxwell  applied  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Union,  the 
Provincial  Bank,  to  advance  2000Z. ; this  has  been  declined ; if  it  had  been 
acceded  we  did  not  intend  to  avail  ourselves  of  it,  trusting  to  our  getting  in  the 
rates. 

We  commenced  getting  bread  baked  in  the  house,  composed,  one-half  of  whole 
meal,  ground  by  the  paupers,  the  other  half  Indian  meal,  and  giving  it  to  the 
able-bodied  of  six  years  and  upwards,  instead  of  white  bread,  by  which  we  expect 
to  make  a considerable  saving.  In  a short  time  we  propose  to  substitute  skimmed 
milk  for  sweet,  this  will  reduce  the  cost  of  the  dietary  also  considerably ; the 
medical  doctor  approves  of  the  alteration. 

In  the  house  on  the  18th  instant  . . 663 

Ditto  25th  instant  . . 701 

Increase  ....  38 

Receiving  out-door  relief  on  Saturday,  the  18th,  under  section  1 . 5,323 

Ditto  ditto  2 . 15,634 

. 20,957 
5,330 
15,169 

20,499 

Decrease  . .....'  458 

£.  s.  d. 

Cost  for  out-door  relief,  ending  18th  March  . 495  9 54 

Ditto  ending  25th  March  . 434  6 1 

Decrease 61  3 44 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  30,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  energetic 
measures  adopted  by  you  to  resist  and  put  down  attempts  to  intimidate  you  in  the 
discharge  of  your  duty.  In  order  to  insure  due  relief  to  the  really  destitute,  and 
to  prevent  the  idle  and  worthless  from  exhausting  the  resources  of  the  Union,  the 
Commissioners  deem  it  absolutely  essential  that  you  should  be  unfettered  in  the 
exercise  of  your  judgment  within  the  limits  permitted  by  the  law.  The  Com- 
missioners have  received  a report  from  Mr.  Maxwell,  the  Temporary  Inspector  in 
charge  of  the  Union,  reporting  a tumultuous  assemblage  at  the  workhouse,  and 
threats  held  out  to  him  and  you,  and  having  forwarded  a copy  of  that  report  to 
his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  they  have  been  informed  that  the  attention  of 
the  constabulary  has  been  called  to  the  subject. 

The  Commissioners  fully  approve  of  the  spirit  in  which  you  propose  to  meet 
the  financial  difficulties  of  the  Union,  by  enforcing  payment  of  the  poor-rates  ; and 
they  trust  that  the  rate-pay ers  will  cheerfully  discharge  their  liabilities  when  they 
see  that  the  preservation  of  the  destitute  poor  .from  starvation  depends  upon  such 
payment,  and  that  the  money  raised  in  the  Union  will  be  economically  and 
judiciously  expended  for  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  Legislature  in  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Acts.  J s 


Total  . 

To  Saturday,  the  25th,  under  section  1 
Ditto  ditto  2 
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Donegal  Union. 


DONEGAL  UNION. 

Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners: — February  5,  1848. 

I do  myself  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  in  anticipation  of  my  weekly 
report,  and  to  save  the  post,  that  the  Union  workhouse  is  now  full — 553  inmates, 
including  the  temporary  fever  sheds. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  met  on  Thursday,  again  this  day,  Saturday,  and 
have  further  adjourned  to  Monday,  with  the  view  to  scrutinize  the  lists,  and  by 
discharging  all  who  come  under  classes  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  afford  accommodation 
for  the  able-bodied  applicants.  In  furtherance  of  these  arrangements,  lists 
were  commenced  of  those  entitled  legally  to  out-door  relief,  and  the  following 
scale  of  relief  was  ordered,  viz : — 

To  every  adult,  61bs.  of  Indian  meal  per  week. 

„ child,  3i  lbs.  „ „ 

With  4d.  per  week  in  money  to  heads  of  families  without  a cabin,  for  lodging 
money.  Great  dissatisfaction  however  was  found  to  exist  among  the  paupers 
to  accept  the  proffered  relief,  and  a decided  preference  shown  to  remain  in  the 
house. 

The  Board  of  Guardians,  in  doubt  as  to  their  powers  to  compel  the  paupers 
to  quit,  have  authorized  me  to  consult  the  Commissioners,  and  their  early  reply 
will  be  valuable. 

Measures  will  be  adopted  on  Monday  to  remove  the  willing  paupers  of  the 
three  classes  specified,  and  on  the  scale  of  relief,  determined  on. 

I acknowledge  with  great  thankfulness  the  attention  paid  to  my  remark  on 
the  property  of  Mr.  Brooke  of  Lough  Eask,  for  he  has  received  his  first  instal- 
ment, and  is  in  the  market  for  labourers. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  8,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  power  of  the  Guardians  to  compel 
paupers  who  are  legally  relievable  out  of  the  workhouse,  to  quit  the  work- 
house  on  out-door  allowances,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  no 
doubt  that  the  Guardians  have  such  power,  inasmuch  as  the  1st  section  of  the 
Irish  Relief  Extension  Act  expressly  provides,  “ that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
c£  said  Guardians  to  relieve  such  poor  persons  being  destitute  as  aforesaid  either 
“ in  the  workhouse  or  out  of  the  workhouse,  as  to  them  shall  appear  fitting 
“ and  expedient  in  each  individual  case at  the  same  time  it  should  be 
observed  that  the  Guardians  are  bound  to  take  care  that  the  allowances  are 
sufficient  to  provide  for  all  the  necessities  of  the  paupers  so  discharged,  whether 
in  food,  clothing,  fuel,  or  lodging,  and  that  they  shall  be  such  as  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  severe  suffering  from  either  cold  or  hunger. 

In  regard  to  the  scale  of  allowances  agreed  to  by  the  Guardians,  the  Com- 
missioners desire  to  state  that  although  the  Guardians  may  properly  lay  down 
a scale  for  their  own  guidance,  such  scale  ought  not  to  be  undeviatingly 
adhered  to,  but  each  case  should  be  considered  and  decided  on,  and  the  amomit 
of  the  allowances  determined,  according  to  the  wants  of  the  individuals  to  be 
relieved. 

In  regard  to  the  particular  scale  adopted  by  the  Donegal  Guardians,  the 
Commissioners  camiot  doubt  that  you  have  acquainted  the  Guardians  with 
your  opinion  as  to  whether  4cZ.  per  week  is  sufficient  to  supply  a family  which 
has  been  hitherto  in  the  workhouse,  with  lodging,  fuel,  and  clothing ; the  Com- 
missioners presume  that  the  Guardians  would  in  no  case  propose  to  give  such 
an  allowance,  unless  they  were  convinced  that  the  family  had  legitimate  means 
of  subsistence  from  other  sources. 

The  Commissioners  forward  for  your  information  a copy  of  a circular  which 
they  have  recently  issued  on  the  subject  of  discharging  paupers  on  out-door 
allowances. 


4 H 2 
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Donegal  Union. 


Captain  Herbert  to  tlie  Commissioners: — February  6,  1848. 

I have  to  state  that  the  workhouse,  built  for  500,  with  a lever  shed  for 
50,  is  now  full,  having  553  inmates. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  have  adjourned  their  meeting  to  Monday,  with  the 
view  of  scrutinizing  the  list,  and  of  sending  classes  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  out  of  the 
house,  with  out-door  relief  in  their  several  electoral  divisions,  and  thus  afford 
increased  accommodation  for  able-bodied  applicants. 

My  letter  of  yesterday  will  have  brought  to  your  attention  the  disinclination 
manifested  by  many  of  the  paupers  to  quit  the  workhouse,  with  the  relief 
proffered  at  their  own  homes,  and  the  doubts  the  Guardians  entertain  of  their 
powers  to  compel  the  unwilling  ones  to  be  removed.  I shall  hope  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Commissioners  on  this  subject  at  their  earliest  convenience. 

The  new  rate-books  and  warrants  for  seven  electoral  divisions  were  signed 
yesterday,  and  prompt  measures  will  now  be  taken  to  collect  the  rates.  The 
sad  negligence  displayed  in  collecting  the  old  rate  induced  me  to  urge  upon 
the  Guardians  the  propriety  of  fixing  a limit  to  the  present  collection.  Bonds 
and  securities  are  accordingly  to  be  passed  to  have  the  rates  collected  by  the 
1st  day  of  May  next. 

_ The  rate-books  for  the  electoral  divisions  of  Mount  Charles,  Inver,  Dun- 
kineely,  and  of  Gleneny,  were  obliged  to  be  postponed,  owing  to  the  continued 
disobedience  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Griffith,  the  collector,  in  not  producing  the  old 
rate-books,  as  requested. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  have  given  directions  for  his  being  summoned 
before  the  magistrates  at  the  next  petty  sessions,  and  as  his  returns  show  a sum 
of  2901.  still  uncollected  from  a rate  struck  in  April  last,  it  may  hereafter  be 
deemed  expedient  to  adopt  legal  measures  against  his  securities. 

I have  every  reason  to  believe  the  Guardians  have  now  selected  an  efficient 
staff  of  new  collectors,  and  Mr.  Iioey,  the  former  collector  for  four  electoral 
divisions,  has  had  his  services  retained  for  two  divisions  only. 

The  Commissioners  will  not  deem  me  as  travelling  out  of  the  line  of  my 
duties  as  their  Inspector  when  I bring  to  their  notice  the  case  of  Mr.  Murray, 
a minor,  a.  ward  in  Chancery  in  England,  and  a very  large  landed  proprietor 
in  this  Union.  Mr.  Murray’s  estates  would  immediately  afford  highly  profit- 
able employment-  to  a large  number  of  tenants  and  of  labourers,  could  the 
property  be  permitted  to  avail  itself  of  loans  of  money  under  the  “ Land 
Improvement  Act;  these  tenants  and  labourers  are  now  on  the  very  verge  of 
destitution,  and  if  this  case  could  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England,  his  Lordship’s  comprehensive  mind  would  readily 
suggest  some  practicable  remedy,  and  save  this  property  from  bein°-  greatly 
deteriorated  by  heavy  poor-rates. 

Our  weekly  market  still  continues  to  be  fairly  supplied  with  grain  and  with 
excellent  Swedish  turnips,  these  latter  furnishing  the  only  food  many  of  the 
rural  population  can  command. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  10,  1848. 

In  regard  to  sending  paupers  out  of  the  workhouse  on  out-door  allow- 
ances,  for  the  purpose  ol  affording  additional  accommodation  to  the  able- 
boched,  I am  to  refer  you  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  as 
affording  an  explanation  of  the  Commissioners’  views  on  this  head. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the  steps 
taken  agamst  collector  Griffith,  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  him  to  produce 
the  old  rate-books,  and  which  they  trust  will  have  the  desired  effect. 

In  regard  to  your  statement  relative  to  the  estates  of  Mr.  Murray  (a  minor 
and  a ward  in  Chancery  m England),  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good 
MM1  the  Commisslonel's  with  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  guardians 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners: — Febi'uary  14,  1848. 

Measures  having  been  adopted  to  remove  classes  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3 from 
the  workhouse,  84  persons  were  discharged,  and  other  destitute  persons  having 
been  admitted,  there  yet  remain  30  vacancies. 
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From  this  period  out-door  relief,  under  section  1 of  10  Vic.,  c.  31,  may  be  Honegai  Union, 
stated  to  have  commenced  in  the  Union  of  Donegal;  but  as  the  Board  of  — 
Guardians  are  fully  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  constituting  the  workhouse 
as  a test  of  destitution,  I entertain  sanguine  hopes  that  section  2 of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Act  will  not  be  called  into  operation  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  rate-books  and  warrants,  which  were  not  completed  last  week  for  the 
under-mentioned  electoral  divisions — 

Mountcharles, 

Inver, 

Dunkineely,  and 
Gleneny, 

having  been  signed  at  the  last  meeting,  all  the  several  collectors  throughout  the 
Union  will  commence  their  duties  forthwith ; and  I see  no  reason  to  anticipate 
difficulties  in  the  collection  of  the  rates,  being  persuaded  that  judgment,  com- 
bined with  firmness,  will  surmount  all  obstacles. 

The  weekly  market  continues  to  show  a fair  display  of  grain  and  Swedish 
turnips;  these  latter  at  1 3d.  per  cwt. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  gratified  to  learn,  the  Guardians  have  contracted 
for  the  supply  of  excellent  Indian  meal  for  three  months  at  9/.  5s.  per  ton, 
which  alone  affords  good  evidence  of  the  improved  condition  of  this  part  of 
Ireland  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners: — February  21,  1848. 

Out-door  relief  has  been  extended  to  a large  portion  of  persons  who 
had  been  tested  in  the  workhouse,  and  who  came  under  section  1 ol  the 
10th  Viet.,  cap.  31;  but  an  erroneous  impression  having  been  thereby  pro- 
duced that  out-door  relief  was  to  come  into  general  operation,  a crush  of 
applicants  for  relief  presented  themselves  at  the  last  ordinary  day  of  meeting 
at  the  workhouse. 

Temporary  arrangements  had,  however,  been  made  to  receive  all  applicants 
into  the  house ; and  by  the  firmness  of  the  Guardians  in  constituting  this  entry 
as  the  test  of  destitution,  several,  after  a minute  inquiry  into  their  cases,  quitted 
rather  than  accept  the  relief  offered. 

The  experience  of  every  day  convinces  me  more  and  more  of  the  necessity  of 
the  test  of  the  workhouse  being  carried  out  with  undeviating  impartiality, 
exception  alone  being  made  in  favour  of  the  very  aged  and  infirm. 

The  workhouse,  built  for  550,  including  the  temporary  fever  shed,  has  now 
582  inmates. 

Every  endeavour  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians  to  find  a house  suited  to 
receive  the  children  paupers  having  proved  unavailing,  their  attention  has  been 
necessarily  directed  to  making  increased  accommodation  in  the  workhouse; 
and  plans  for  such  accommodation  having  been  submitted  to  the  Commissioners 
for  approval,  the  Guardians  are  anxiously  waiting  the  decision. 

The  Visiting  Committee  have  also  suggested  making  further  accommodation 
in  the  dormitories  of  the  children  of  both  sexes,  by  temporary  erections  of  a 
second  half-floor  or  tier  in  each  room ; and  I cannot  convey  to  you  the  idea  of 
the  proposed  arrangement  without  a plan  better  than  stating  it  is  like  the 
berthing  of  troop-ships  or  steam-packets,  one  continuous  tier  at  bottom,  with  a 
second  tier  six  feet  above.  By  this  arrangement  the  dormitory  accommodation 
for  the  children  would  be  increased  twofold,  and,  with  the  completion  of  the 
plans  now  under  consideration  of  the  Commissioners,  would  render  the  house 
available  for  700  inmates. 

During  the  three  months  I have  been  located  in  Donegal  the  weekly  market 
has  never  been  better  supplied  with  grain  and  with  turnips  than  was  the  last 
market ; good  Indian  meal  is  retailed  here  at  one  penny  per  pound. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  25,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  remarks  regarding  the  additional  accommodation 
in  the  dormitories  of  the  workhouse,  I am  to  forward  for  your  information  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  addressed  to  the  Vice- 
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Donegal  Union. 


Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  in  reply  to  a letter  received  from  him  on 
the  subject. 

Enclosure. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Hamilton  : — February  22,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
19th  instant,  in  which  you  request  the  Commissioners’  approbation  of  a plan  to  obtain  addi- 
tional workhouse  accommodation  by  putting  up  a floor  of  planks  in  the  attic  story  of  the  men’s 
and  women’s  dormitories. 

In  reference  thereto  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  regret  that  they  cannot  give  their 
sanction  to  the  proposed  arrangement,  because  where  it  has  been  adopted  it  is  found  to 
interfere  with  the  ventilation  and  health  of  the  inmates,  as  it  is  found  to  overcrowd  the 
dormitories ; and  even  if  the  galleries  are  erected  the  Guardians  will  have  to  provide  addi- 
tional day-rooms,  the  present  day-room  not  being  more  than  just  sufficient  for  the  number  the 
workhouse  was  originally  built  to  accommodate.  The  Commissioners  would  therefore  much 
prefer  that  the  Guardians  should  obtain  some  old  suitable  building  to  be  used  as  an  auxiliary 
workhouse  for  one  class  of  the  inmates,  the  male  children,  or  the  aged  men  or  women, 
whichever  it  may  be  found  most  desirable  to  remove. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  26,  1848. 

I have  to  state  that  a great  pressure  of  applicants  for  relief  occurred  at 
the  workhouse  on  the  24th  instant,  which,  under  the  timely  assistance  of  Mr. 
Otway  was  successfully  treated  by  out-door  relief  being  generally  granted  to 
those  who  came  under  the  1st  section  of  10  Vic.,  c.  31.  Much  of  the  evil  of 
this  accumulation  of  paupers  at  the  workhouse  door  had  originated  from  the 
erroneous  impressions  on  the  part  of  the  relieving  officers,  which  being-  now 
explained  will,  I trust,  avoid  a similar  recurrence. 

The  number  of  paupers  now  in  the  house  is  596,  with  accommodation  for 
550 ; which  leads  to  the  necessity  of  all  our  energies  hereafter  being  directed  to 
the  means  of  finding  increased  accommodation  in  every  practicable  way  ; and 
this  subject  I shall  not  fail  to  urge  on  the  attention  of  the  Guardians. 

Destitution,  which  has  hitherto  been  kept  at  bay,  seems  now  to  be  much 
increased  in  those  electoral  divisions  where  little  or  no  employment  has  been 
found  for  the  able-bodied  labourers.  The  paupers  from  the  divisions  of  Mount- 
charles,  of  Inver,  and  of  Dunkineely,  form  the  principal  portion  of  the  inmates 
of  the  workhouse,  as  well  as  those  receiving  out-door  relief  under  section  1 ; 
and  the  last  rate  struck  of  3s.  in  the  pound,  now  in  the  course  of  collection' 
wrill  soon  be  expended  in  these  three  electorates. 

I have  much  satisfaction  in  reporting  that  the  market  continues  well  supplied 
with  grain  and  turnips,  at  prices  fairly  remunerative  to  the  growers,  and  advan- 
tageous to  the  consumers. 

I have  also  to  report  that  a notice  has  been  given  to  the  effect  of  the  Com- 
missanat  stores  at  Killybegs  being  opened  for  sale  to  the  public. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  2,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  them  what 
was  the  nature  of  the  erroneous  impressions  on  the  part  of  the  relieving  officers^ 
to  which  you  allude  as  having  caused  the  accumulation  of  paupers  at  the  work- 
house, and  whence  that  impression  was  derived. 

As  regards  the  number  in  the  workhouse,  the  Commissioners  contemplate 
the  issue  of  a sealed  order  limiting  the  number  to  be  received  into  the  work- 
house;  and  they  will  communicate  with  their  architect  with  that  view. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  6,  1848. 

The  relieving  officers  in  the  gradual  acquirement  of  knowledge  of  their 
duties  are  proceeding  more  efficiently ; and  although  the  applicants  for  relief  in 
some  o ie  lstncts  were  very  numerous,  they  were  all  successfully  arranged,  and 
he  decision  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  was  communicated  to  the  several  paupers 
m their  own  localities.  1 1 

The  Board  of  Guardians  having  failed  in  their  endeavours  to  find  any  old 
mulcting  suitable  to  receive  either  the  women  or  the  children  as  an  auxiliary 
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workhouse,  have  turned  their  attention  to  the  expediency  of  erecting  a temporary  Donegal  Union, 
shed  against  the  wall  in  the  women’s  yard,  of  a size  to  afford  accommodation  for 
30  beds,  and  a day-room  for  50  women. 

Proposals  to  erect  this  shed  are  to  be  received  at  the  ensuing  Board  day. 

By  this  temporary  shed,  and  the  completion  of  the  rooms  for  the  boys  already 
sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners,  the  house  will  accommodate  650. 

The  number  of  paupers  now  in  the  house,  including  infirmary  and  fever  shed, 
is  516. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners: — March  13,  1848. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  at  their  last  meeting  have  accepted  the  proposal 
to  build  a temporary  shed  against  the  wall  in  the  women’s  yard,  of  a size  to  afford 
accommodation  for  30  beds,  and  a day-room  for  50  women,  at  a cost  under  90?. 
As  this  temporary  shed  is  to  be  completed  by  the  middle  of  April,  I entertain 
sanguine  hopes  that  the  Union  will  then  be  in  a condition  to  check  the  gross 
deception  now  daily  attempted  to  be  practised  by  persons  seeking  relief  on  the 
plea  of  destitution,  and  declining  the  accommodation  of  the  workhouse  when 
offered. 

At  the  last  Board  day,  out  of  217  applicants  for  relief,  all  represented  them- 
selves as  subjects  of  destitution,  no  more  than  60  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
accommodation  offered  in  the  workhouse. 

In  proportion  as  my  experience  increases  in  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws,  my  conviction  is  strengthened  that  we  are  in  a condition  fully  equal  to 
grapple  with  the  real  destitution  in  the  Union ; and  whilst  possessing  the  means 
to  master  the  falsehood  and  deception  daily  practised,  by  offering  the  workhouse 
as  the  test,  so  long  shall  we  be  secure  from  affording  relief  to  section  2,  10th 
Viet.,  cap.  31. 

Under  these  impressions  I urge  continually  upon  the  attention  of  the  Guar- 
dians, the  necessity  of  increasing  the  workhouse  accommodation  by  every  prac- 
ticable means. 

The  number  of  inmates,  including  the  infirmary  and  fever  sheds,  is  now  509, 
with  ample  accommodation  for  600. 

As  an  act  of  justice  due  to  the  British  Relief  Association,  I have  to  record  that 
by  their  liberal  bounty  of  feeding  every  day  5200  children  at  school,  the  improved 
condition  of  these  children  is  very  apparent,  and  testifies  in  a strong  manner  the 
beneficial  results  of  such  plans.  Sickness  too,  so  prevalent  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  is  comparatively  trifling. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  gratified  to  learn  that  a few  days  of  spring  weather 
during  the  past  week,  showed  a strong  muster  of  people  about  the  soil,  making 
preparations  for  sowing  on  a scale  much  more  extended  than  as  compared  to  last 
year. 

The  population  of  this  Union  continues  as  orderly  and  peaceable  as  ever. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners: — March  18,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  emigra- 
tion to  South  Australia,  I do  myself  the  honour  to  state,  that  the  Board  of 
Guardians  thankfully  accept  the  offer  made  by  the  Government,  and  have 
unanimously  voted  the  sum  of  200?.,  to  bear  the  cost  of  outfit  and  expense  of 
conveyance  to  the  place  of  embarkation,  of  35  to  40  females,  young,  eligible, 
and  wdlling  to  emigrate,  who  are  now  in  the  Union  workhouse,  and  who 
will  be  ready  for  examination  by  any  agent  authorized  to  make  the  final 
selection. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Commissioners  of  Colonial  Land  and  Emigration,  London : — 
March  22,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  emigration  of  young  persons  who  are  at  present  inmates  of  workhouses  in  Ireland,  I 
am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a communication 
which  had  been  received  from  Captain  Herbert,  the  Temporary  Inspector  in  charge  of  Donegal 
Union,  on  the  subject. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  propose  from  time  to  time  to  forward 
similar  letters  for  your  information. 
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The  Commissioners  will  feel  obliged  if  you  will  be  so  good  as  fo  acquaint  them  with  the 
proportion  of  males  to  females  which  you  would  deem  desirable  among  the  4000  emi crams 
whom  it  is  proposed  to  send  from  the  Irish  workhouses. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  22,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  furnish  the  Commissioners 
with  the  statement  of  the  name  and  age  of  each  of  the  orphans  adverted  to  in 
your  letter. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners: — March  20,  1848. 

The  poor-rates  in  steady  course  of  collection,  realized  last  week  a sum  of 
362£  19s.,  and  the  rate  collectors  seem  fully  sensible  of  the  exertions  required 
to  have  the  whole  collected  by  the  1st  May,  according  to  their  terms  of  agree- 
ment. 

The  applicants  for  relief  at  the  last  Board-day,  were  very  numerous,  but  out 
of  212  who  were  offered  the  workhouse  accommodation,  no  less  than  103  have 
declined. 

The  number  in  the  workhouse  is  561,  with  accommodation  for  600. 

The  weekly  market  continues  to  be  well  supplied  with  grain  and  turnips ; 
but  m my  visit  of  inspection,  I perceive  the  haggards  are  daily  becoming  “ small 
by  degrees  and  lamentably  less.” 

. 1 have  the  pleasing  duty  to  report  to  the  Commissioners,  that  notice  has  been 
given  me  of  50°  suits  of  boys’  clothing  being  on  their  way  from  the  British 
lieliei  Association  for  distribution  among  the  school  children  in  this  Union. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  27,  1848. 

, ^.e  uni;emitted  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  their  arrange- 

ments for  relief  of  the  poor,  under  section  1 of  the  10  Viet.,  cap.  31,  and  by  their 
firmness  in  constituting  the  workhouse  as  a test  of  destitution  for  all  applicants 
ol  a doubtful  condition,  no  less  than  53  persons  voluntarily  quitted  the  house 
during  the  week  expressing  their  feelings  by  stating,  “ they  would  not  have 

“ the  expectati0n  0f  being  “atel?  di-Wed 

already  ventured  to  express  my  opinion,  that  this  Union  is  in  a con- 
dition to  grapple  with  its  real  destitution,  and  that  so  long  as  the  workhouse  is 

we  shall  W accommodatlon  tothe  imaginary  pauper  and  the  able-bodied, 
■n  e shall  be  carrying  out  the  operations  of  the  poor  law  with  a merciful  con- 
sideration  to  tlie  poor  themselves,  and  with  strict  justice  to  the  rate-payers. 

sheds,' is1 now  543 ;erseoQrkW-  “>g  ^ fever 

The  weekly  market  was  well  supplied  with  grain  and  Swede  turnips  of  an 
to  the  consume?’  ® “ remmera«ve  prices  to  the  grower,  and  tj  charges 

Al1VehhUn?lStS  ?fboyS’  clotb™g.  the  munificent  gift  of  the  British  Relief 
Association  to  this  Union,  is  in  course  of  being  distributed  to  the  several  schools 

f jTniles>  Wh°  been  so 

wen  ciotned.  before,  the  issue  of  daily  bread  to  5400  children  collected  in 
81  schools,  has  been  the  source  of  incalculable  benefit  ’ * “ “ 

sicknessPartlCUlarly  t0  rep°rt’ the  Union  is  comparatively  free  from 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  27,  1848. 

forward  youThe  accoirmnnrin^  22nd  instant,  I have  the  honour  to 

a^e  of  each  of  the  fom-ile  1 if  PaPer»  costuming  a statement  of  the  name  and 
AlTstalia:-  We  °rphanS  “ the  workhouse,  volunteers  to  emigrate  to 
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Enclosure. 


Female  Orphans  in  the  Donegal  Union  Workhouse  between  the  Ages  of  14  and  18  Years, 
denoting  their  several  Electoral  Divisions,  and  willing  to  emigrate  to  Australia. 


No. 

Names. 

Age. 

Electoral  Divi- 

No. 

Names. 

Age. 

Electoral  Divi- 

1 

Anne  M'Clelland . 

18 

Lomrhderer. 

25 

Sarah  Gallaspy  . 

17 

Eliza  Jane  M'Clelland 

17 

do. 

26 

Anne  M’Ginlay  . 

18 

3 

Matfv  Stewart 

16 

do. 

27 

Mary  Harraghey  . 

18 

4 

Biddy  Gallagher  . 

17 

Donegal. 

28 

Sally  Gillen  . . . 

15 

5 

Biddv  Devlin. 

18 

do. 

29 

Madge  M'Guire  . 

15 

6 

Bess  Ellis. 

17 

do. 

30 

Mary  M'Gever  . 

17 

7 

Catherine  Ellis 

15 

do. 

31 

17 

8 

Mary  Richey. 

IS 

Mountcharles. 

32 

Mary  Mulligan  . 

16 

9 

Sarah  Mackey 

17 

do. 

33 

Catherine  M'Closkey. 

15 

10 

Susannah  Mackey 

14 

do. 

34 

Marv  M' Cahill  . 

18 

11 

Anne  Simony  . . 

18 

do. 

35 

16 

12 

Mary  Fox 

16 

do. 

36 

14 

13 

Bell  M‘ Neales 

17 

do. 

37 

Biddy  M'Cready  . 

17 

Jane  Rodden  . 

16 

do. 

38 

Mary  M'Cready  . 

16 

15 

Mary  Ward  . 

17 

do. 

39 

15 

16 

Catherine  M'Gowan 

18 

do. 

40 

Margaret  Gildea  . . 

IS 

17 

Sidney  Brady. 

18 

do. 

41 

16 

do. 

18 

Anne  Edwards 

14 

do. 

42 

19 

Eliza  M'Gowan  . 

16 

do. 

43 

Margaret  Gorman 

16 

Letitia  Covie  . 

15 

do. 

44 

Catherine  M'Glinshy. 

14 

21 

Maria  llailv  . 

14 

do. 

45 

Susan  M'Groartv. 

16 

22 

Mary  M'Neales  . 

18 

do. 

46 

Biddy  Boyle  . 

18 

Biddy  Bogle  . 

16 

do. 

47 

Mary  Boyle  . 

16 

24 

Kitty  Gallagher  . 

A 

17 

Templecarne. 

48 

Anne  Given  . 

15 

Dunkanneely. 

Donegal , 27 th  March , 1843. 


George  F.  Herbert, 

Inspector  of  Poor  Laws  for  the  Union  of  Donegal. 


Donegal  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Commissioners  of  Colonial  Land  and  Emigration, 
London: — March  29,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  22nd  instant, 
relative  to  the  proposed  emigration  of  a certain  number  of  inmates  of  the  work- 
house  of  Donegal  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to 
forward  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a communication  which  they  have  received 
from  Captain  Herbert,  the  Temporary  Inspector  in  charge  of  Donegal  Union, 
transmitting  a list  of  female  orphans  who  are  willing  to  emigrate,  a copy  of 
which  list  is  also  enclosed. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  3,  1848. 

Considerable  employment  having  been  found  during  the  last  fortnight 
for  the  able-bodied  labourer,  in  the  preparation  of  the  land  for  seed,  only  29 
persons  out  of  143  have  accepted  the  accommodation  of  the  workhouse  as  offered 
to  them  when  claiming  relief  on  the  plea  of  destitution. 

The  authority  from  the  Commissioners  to  extend  out-door  relief  to  widows  with 
one  child,  and  to  orphans  with  both  parents  dead,  was  read  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  but  the  powers  therein  granted  have  not  yet  been  called 
into  operation ; armed,  however,  with  such  authority,  the  workhouse  test  will 
continue  to  be  applied,  no  less  to  the  imaginary  destitute  than  to  the  able-bodied 
pauper. 

The  number  of  paupers  in  the  house,  including  the  infirmary  and  temporary 
fever  shed,  is  550. 

The  poor  rates  are  in  steady  course  of  collection,  the  collectors  having  attended 
very  regularly  with  their  books  for  my  inspection,  show  a sum  of  520/.  165.  to 
have  been  gathered  during  the  last  two  weeks,  but  I have  every  reason  to  expect 
a better  collection  hereafter. 


4 I 
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Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  8,  1848. 

My  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo  will  have  acquainted  you  that  the  Board  of 
Guardians  had  thankfully  accepted  the  offer  made  by  the  Government  on  the 
subject  of  emigration  to  Australia,  and  had  unanimously  voted  the  sum  of  200/. 
to  bear  the  cost  of  outfit  and  expense  of  conveyance  to  the  port  of  embarkation  of 
35  to  40  females,  young,  eligible  and  willing  to  emigrate  to  Australia,  and  now  in 
the  workhouse  of  this  Union. 

My  subsequent  communication  will  have  placed  the  Commissioners  in  possession 
of  the  names  and  ages  of  these  young  persons. 

It  becomes  my  duty  now  to  state  that  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
held  yesterday  and  numerously  attended  by  summons  to  take  the  question  of  emi- 
gration into  consideration,  it  was  resolved  by  a large  majority,  as  noted  in  the 
minutes  of  the  proceedings,  that — 

“ Under  the  present  state  of  the  finances  of  the  Union,  it  would  be  highly 
“ imprudent  that  any  of  the  rates  should  be  appropriated  for  purposes  of  emi<>ra- 
"tion.” 

As  this  resolution  vitiates  the  former  vote  of  200/.,  it  may  be  necessary  for  the 
Commissioners  to  consider  whether  it  is  now  required  for  an  emigration  agent  to 
be  sent  to  Donegal  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  final  selection  of  these  young 
persons,  and  whether  any  further  steps  may  be  deemed  requisite. 

At  this  moment  there  are  248  children  under  15  years  of  age  in  the  workhouse 
and  120  of  them  are  represented  us  being  orphans. 

It  will  be  gratifying  to  the  Commissioners  to  be  assured  that  during  the  last 
week  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  cropping  the  land,  and  to  a much 
greater  extent  than  at  the  corresponding  time  of  last  year. 

The  weekly  market  has  been  well  supplied  with  food,  finding  many  purchasers ; 
and  a very  considerable  quantity  of  potatoes  has  been  displayed,  selling  at  prices 
varying  between  8 d.  and  11  d.  per  stone  weight.  1 

The  total  number  of  inmates  at  the  workhouse,  capable'  of  accommodating-  600 
has  fallen  down  to  536.  6 ' 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  12,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  informed  the  Emigration  Commissioners  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  not  to  incur  the  expense  of  the  contemplated 
emigration.  1 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners: — April  17,  1848. 

The  collection  of  the  poor  rates  continues  in  steady  progress,  but  not  at 
that  accelerated  rate  I could  wish;  for  the  collectors’  books,  at.  the  fortnightly 
audit  on  Wednesday  last,  showed  only  the  sum  of  328/.  15s.  to  have  been  gathered. 

1 snail  not  fail,  by  every  means  in  my  power,  to  stimulate  the  several  collectors 
to  use  increased  exertions  in  their  duties. 

The  Commissioners  will  perceive,  by  the  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  Guar- 
dians at  their  last  meeting,  that  a notice  has  been  given  to  reconsider  the  portion 
of  the  resolution  of  the  former  meeting,  “ that  the  rates  should  not  be  appropriated 
for  purposes  of  emigration  to  Australia,  with  the  view  of  its  being  rescinded.” 

It  is  a very  pleasing  part  of  my  duty  to  be  enabled  to  report,  that  during  the 
week  of  fane  spring  weather,  a considerable  number  of  the  rural  population  was 
busily  employed  m preparations  for  sowing  the  land;  and  in  all  directions  ploughs, 
harrows,  and  spade  husbandry,  were  in  active  operation. 

The  workhouse,  capable  of  containing  600  paupers,  has  this  day  594  inmates,  the 
temporary  fever  shed  and  infirmary  both  included. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners: — April  22,  1848. 

Employment  in  preparing  the  land  for  seed  having  been  generally  found 
tin  oughout  the  Union,  the  number  of  applicants  for  relief  during  the  week  has 
considerably  diminished 
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I consider  it  still  to  be  sound  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians,  to  keep  tlie 
workhouse  in  a state  of  accommodation  suited  to  afford  its  test  to  all  able-bodied 
applicants  ; and  under  this  impression  my  letter  requesting  the  sealed  order  of  the 
Commissioners  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  certain  classes  of  destitute  persons, 
might  be  extended  from  the  25th  April  to  the  25th  June  next,  was  forwarded. 

The  Vagrant  Acts  have  become  so  intimately  blended  with  the  correct  operation 
of  the  Poor  Laws  in  its  administration  of  out-door  relief,  that  the  Guardians  have 
entered  a resolution  in  minutes  of  their  proceedings  at  the  last  Board-day,  to  the 
effect  of  “ seeking  the  authority  of  the  Commissioners  to  appropriate  a small  sum  of 
" the  poor  rates,  from  6s.  to  7s.  per  week,  in  payment  of  the  wages  of  a person  to 
“ assist  in  carrying  out  the  Vagrant  Acts,  to  be  armed  with  authority  similar  to 
“that  exercised  by  parish  beadles  in  England.”  I consider  the  appointment  of 
such  a person  as  deserving  the  experiment  in  the  electoral  division  of  Donegal,  at 
least  for  a few  months ; for  although  all  the  recipients  of  out-door  relief  are  par- 
ticularly cautioned  from  committing  acts  of  vagrancy,  experience  daily  shows  that 
mendicancy  is  still  practised,  notwithstanding  all  the  precautions  adopted  by  the 
constabulary  force,  ably  superintended  by  the  vigilance  of  the  resident  magistrate, 
Sir  Thomas  Blake. 

The  changes  of  inmates  at  the  workhouse  have  diminished  the  numbers  from 
594  to  543,  including  the  temporary  fever  shed  and  infirmary. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — April  25,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  proposal  of  the  Guardians  to  pay  a person  to  assist 
in  carrying  out  the  Vagrant  Acts,  I am  directed  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
are  not  aware  of  any  legal  authority  under  which  such  a payment  could  be  legally 
made  from  the  poor  rates,  neither  are  the  Commissioners  aware  of  any  legal  power 
to  invest  such  person  with  authority  similar  to  that  exercised  by  parish  beadles  in 
England. 


Captain  Herbert  to  the  Commissioners: — May  1,  1848. 

The  collection  of  the  rates  continues  in  steady  progress,  the  rate  receipt- 
books  of  the  several  collectors  at  the  fortnightly  examination  having  shown  a sum 
of  477Z.  to  have  been  received,  96  defaulters  of  poor-rates  having  been  summoned 
before  the  petty  sessions  holden  at  Ballintra  last  week.  I made  my  appearance 
with  the  collector,  to  countenance  and  stimulate  him  in  his  duties,  and  I was 
delighted  to  find  93  had  paid  their  rate  before  the  Court  assembled,  one,  in  the 
Court,  and  only  two  remained  to  be  proceeded  against.  These  two  defaulters 
have  since  paid  their  rates. 

At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Guardians  during  the  week,  an  unanimous 
resolution  was  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings  for  rescinding  a former 
resolution  of  the  6th  instant,  to  the  effect  “ that  under  tjie  present  state  of  the 
“ finances  of  the  Union,  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  that  any  of  the  rates  should 
“ be  appropriated  for  purposes  of  emigration and  as  this  amended  resolution 
places  the  Union  in  a condition  to  avail  itself  of  the  offer  of  the  Government,  for 
female  orphans,  now  in  the  workhouse,  to  emigrate  to  South  Australia,  the  names 
of  such  young  females  who  have  volunteered,  noting  their  ages,  will  be  forwarded 
by  the  clerk  of  the  Union  to  the  Commissioners. 

The  employment  generally  offered  to  every  able-bodied  person  in  the  preparation 
of  the  land  for  seed,  has  reduced  the  number  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse, 
capable  of  holding  600,  to  553.  The  sealed  order  of  the  Commissioners  pro- 
longing the  extension  of  out-door  relief  to  certain  classes  of  destitute  persons,  being 
widows  with  one  child,  or  children  whose  parents  are  both  dead,  from  the  25th 
April  to  the  25th  June,  was  read  at  the  Board,  and  will  have  beneficial  effects 
throughout  the  Union  in  proportion,  as  the  bread  hitherto  supplied  to  the  children 
by  the  munificent  bounty  of  the  British  Relief  Association  is  gradually  reduced, 
preparatory  to  its  cessation. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  enabled  to  state,  that  the  workhouse  is  comparatively  free 
from  sickness,  and  that  all  hands  have  been  actively  engaged  during  the  week  in 
putting  down  large  crops  of  cabbage  plants,  and  have  by  spade  husbandry  prepared 
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Donegal  Union,  two  acres  of  the  land  recently  procured,  and  it  has  been  sown  with  barley.  Other 
portions  of  the  newly  acquired  ground  are  to  be  prepared  for  potatoes  and 
turnips. 

Reply  to  the  foregoing: — May  4,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  of  Colonial 
Lands  and  Emigration  a copy  of  that  part  of  your  report  in  which  you  state  that 
the  Guardians  have  rescinded  their  previous  resolution  on  the  subject  of  emigra- 
tion, and  are  now  in  a position  to  avail  themselves  of  the  offer  of  Government  for 
the  emigration  of  female  orphans  out  of  the  workhouse. 
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TIPPERARY  UNION. 


Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  27,  1848. 

First  Weekly  Report. 

I HAVE  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners  that  my 
inspection  for  the  week  ending  this  day  has  been  principally  confined  to  the 
examination  of  the  poorhouse  and  its  several  departments  of  finance,  regulation, 
work,  &c. ; also  taking  cognizance  of  the  minutes  and  resolutions  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  I find  the  house  particularly  well 
ordered,  clean,  and  healthy,  and  in  my  opinion  reflects  great  credit  on  the 
Guardians  for  their  judicious  arrangements,  and  on  the  master  and  other  officers 
for  the  correct  manner  in  which  these  arrangements  are  carried  out.  A very 
little  is  required  to  make  it  a model  to  all  other  Unions. 

By  the  Commissioners’  seal  the  number  of  inmates  for  the  house  is  at 
present  limited  to  1,100,  including  the  infant  in  arms  and  extreme  age;  I 
think  this  number  might  be  augmented  without  inconvenience;  and  as  it 
appears  most  desirable  at  this  moment  to  offer  the  house  test  to  the  daily  in- 
creasing able-bodied  applicants  for  relief;  I beg  to  suggest  to  the  Commissioners 
the  propriety  of  augmenting  the  number  to  1,300,  for  which  accommodation 
can  be  obtained. 

I have  strongly  urged  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  look  for,  and  if  possible, 
hire  without  delay,  some  large  house  or  store  into  which  the  schools  both  of 
boys  and  girls  might  be  removed;  this  arrangement  would  be  beneficial  to 
the  children  and  leave  in  the  house  further  accommodation  for  250  able-bodied 
paupers. 

The  school-rooms  are  much  too  confined  for  the  number  of  children  at 
present  in  them ; and  the  work-rooms  attached,  are  totally  inadequate  to  the 
increasing  desire  of  the  boys  and  girls  to  be  taught  the  trades  of  shoemakers, 
tailors,  sempstresses,  &c. ; were  there  sufficient  accommodation,  the  entire 
clothing  of  the  inmates  might  be  made  by  these  children. 

The  financial  department  appears  to  be  conducted  with  praiseworthy  economy, 
yet  on  a scale  sufficiently  liberal.  With  the  concurrence  of  the  medical  officer' 
I have  recommended  to  the  Board  that  one-third  rice  be  mixed  with  Indian 
meal  forming  the  general  dietary  of  the  house ; this  suggestion  the  Guardians 
have  adopted. 

The  drainage  and  sewerage  of  the  house  are  at  present  very  defective  ; with 
a view  to  the  immediate  rectification  of  this  great  evil,  plans  and  estimates  have 
been  made,  and  will  be  shortly  submitted  to  the  Commissioners  by  the  Board 
of  Guardians. 

With  reference  to  the  out-door  relief  I am  sorry  to  report  that  it  is  daily  on 
the  increase,  the  number  at  present  exceeding  15,000,  entailing  a vast  expen- 
diture on  the  Union.  The  adults  receive  one  pound  of  raw  meal  per  diem,  and 
the  children  half  that  quantity.  The  custom  is  at  present  to  give  one  week’s 
rations  at  a time,  from  the  depots  of  the  several  contractors,  the  whole  cost 
being  a fraction  over  one  penny  per  pound. 

.In  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Commissioners  I have  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  Guardians  the  numerous  advantages  attendant  on  the  issue  of 
cooked  food  to  the  out-door  recipients,  and  have  used  my  best  endeavours  to 
convince  them  of  the  ultimate  benefits  likely  to  accrue  to  the  country  by  the 
adoption  of  this  system,  both  on  the  score  of  the  people’s  health  and  economy 
to  the  rate-payers;  but  the  Guardians  generally  appear  to  entertain  strong  pre- 
judices against  the  system. 

During  the  operation  of  the  Temporary  Relief  Bill  of  last  year  it  should 
seem,  that  notwithstanding  the  united  exertions  of  the  Government  Inspector 
• and  Committees,  the  issue  of  cooked  food  was  only  partially  established  in  a 
few  electoral  divisions,  where  it  was  soon  discontinued  in  consequence  of  the 
numerous  frauds  committed  by  the  people  employed  in  the  kitchens.  The 
Guardians  are  alarmed  at  the  outlay  which  would  be  required  for  fitting 
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up  these  kitchens  again,  and  also  at  the  possibility  of  a recurrence  of  the  same 
frauds. 

Notwithstanding  these  and  various  other  objections  to  the  measure,  I have  so 
far  succeeded  as  to  induce  the  Board  to  direct  the  Town  Guardians  to  confer 
with  me  during  the  week,  with  a view  to  establish  a kitchen,  if  practicable, 
and  give  it  a fair  trial ; this  fairly  set  to  work,  I entertain  hopes  of  establishing 
many  more  in  the  large  villages  at  least,  if  not  in  the  rural  districts. 

I have  visited  only  two  districts  this  week,  having  been  called  there  on  special 
business ; I took  occasion  to  inspect  the  relieving  officer’s  books,  and  his  method 
of  fulfilling  the  duties  of  his  situation.  I shall  reserve  my  remarks  on  these 
topics  for  my  next  report,  but  may  here  state  I have  seen  enough  to  convince 
me  that  the  strictest  surveillance  over  these  officers  will  become  the  most  im- 
portant part  of  an  Inspector’s  duty. 

It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  be  enabled  to  report  that  the  Union, 
generally  is  in  a very  healthy  state ; there  are  but  few  cases  of  fever  left  in  the 
hospitals,  and  the  most  of  these  are  in  a convalescent  state.  Some  few  cases 
of  dysentery  have  made  their  appearance  in  the  house  during  the  last  week,  but 
I trust  they  will  quickly  disappear  under  the  influence  of  the  new  dietary,  viz., 
“ stirabout,”  composed  of  two  parts  Indian  meal,  and  one  part  rice. 

In  conclusion,  I have  every  reason  to  anticipate  that  when  we  shall  have  the 
labour  test  in  full  operation,  conjointly  with  that  of  the  house  and  the  cooked 
food,  a very  sensible  diminution  of  the  present  number  of  applicants  for  relief 
will  take  place,  as  then  only  shall  we  be  enabled  to  distinguish  the  truly  des- 
titute from  the  fraudulent  recipient. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  2,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  suggestion  to  increase  the  number  to  be  accom- 
modated in  the  workhouse  from  1,100  to  1,300  I am  directed  to  state  that  the 
Commissioners  have  received  your  separate  report  on  this  subject,  and  they  are 
now  in  communication  with  their  architect  thereon. 

The  number  receiving  relief  appears  to  the  Commissioners  very  high,  and 
the  Commissioners  cannot  but  apprehend  that  persons  not  really  destitute  may 
be  receiving  relief.  The  Commissioners  are  very  desirous  that  you  should  give 
a full  report  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  in  order  to  explain  how  15,000  indi- 
viduals, out  of  a population  of  79,516  can  be  dependant  on  the  poor  rates  foif 
their  subsistence. 

The  Commissioners  rely  on  your  insisting  upon  the  introduction  of  the  system 
of  cooked  food ; the  experience  of  last  year  has  shown  that  the  difficulties 
which  are  supposed  to  prevent  its  adoption  are  for  the  most  part  imaginary, 
and  are  at  any  rate  such  as  may  be  met  by  energy  and  method  on  the  part  of 
the  Guardians.  The  number  of  persons  receiving  relief  in  the  Union  is  so 
great  that  no  practicable  safeguard  against  abuses  should  be  omitted  in  the 
administration  of  relief  by  the  Guardians. 


Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  3,  1848. 

I beg  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  on 
Wednesday  last,  the  1st  instant,  I held  a long  conference  with  the  Guardians  of 
the  town  on  the  subject  of  immediately  commencing  the  system  of  cooked  food  to 
the  able-bodied  in  the  district. 

I enumerated  all  the  advantages  of  the  system,  not  only  as  to  the  health  of  the 
people,  but  also  as  the  surest  test  of  real  destitution,  and  used  my  best  endeavours 
to  impress  upon  them  (in  the  interests  of  the  rate-payers)  the  necessity  of  its 
immediate  adoption. 

They  went  through  the  same  round  of  objections  as  at  the  general  meeting,  and 
were  unanimous  in  declaring  the  subject  should  be  postponed  until  the  test  of. 
breaking  stones  had  been  tried ; which,  they  insist,  will  diminish  the  applica- 
tions for  relief  to  a much  greater  extent  than  any  other  test  save  that  of  the 
workhouse. 

1 need  not  add  that  the  objections  are  frivolous,  and  were  easily  refuted ; but 
it  is  evident  they  have  made  up  their  minds  on  the  subject,  and  I must  con- 
clude, that  unless  some  stringent  order  be  issued  either  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord, 
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Lieutenant  or  the  Commissioners  (supposing  they  have  the  power),  it  will  be  im- 
possible.to  introduce  the  system  in  this  Union. 

I shall,  however,  again  bring  it  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  at  their  meeting 
to-morrow  (Saturday),  and  the  Commissioners  may  rest  satisfied  that  no  exertions 
on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  carry  out  their  views  which  so  fully  accord  with 
. my  own  on  the  subject. 


Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners: — March  5,  1848. 

I beg  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  in 
compliance  with  their  wishes  I brought  the  subject  of  cooked  food  once  more 
under  the  Guardians’  notice,  at  their  meeting  of  yesterday,  and  after  considerable 
discussion,  and  being  put  to  the  vote,  it  was  carried  only  by  a majority  of  two,  that 
it  should  be  adopted  as  soon  as  the  present  contracts  expire,  viz.,  on  the  25th 
instant. 

They  have  promised  in  the  interim  to  occupy  themselves  with  preparing  the 
kitchens  and  completing  the  organization;  but  I am  apprehensive  (such  is  their 
deep-rooted  prejudices  against  the  measure)  that  this  is  only  said  to  gain  time,  in 
the  hope,  when  the  period  arrives,  it  may  no  longer  be  required. 

I shall,  however,  use  my  best  exertions  for  the  furtherance  of  the  measure. 

With  reference  to  the  suggestion  of  Doctors  Nugent  and  Phelan,  touching  the 
treatment  and  accommodation  of  lunatics  and  idiots,  I beg  to  state  I have,  in 
conjunction  with  the  medical  officer  of  the  workhouse,  inspected  minutely  the 
cells,  and  find  the  ventilation  would  be  much  improved  by  small  gratings  in  the 
doors : in  other  and  all  respects  they  appear  to  be  well  attended  to,  and  as  there 
are  but  nine  idiots — none  under  constraint,  and  no  lunatics — the  ordinary  diet  and 
clothing,  with  a constant  change  of  beds  when  required,  appear  to  offer  no  incon- 
venience. 

The  Guardians  have  ordered  the  gratings  in  the  doors  to  be  immediately 
placed. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  9,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  reports  dated  respec- 
tively the  3rd  and  5th  instant,  relative  to  the  administration  of  relief  in  cooked 
food  to  the  able  bodied  in  Tipperary  Union. 

The  Commissioners  observe,  with  satisfaction,  that  the  Guardians  have  at 
length  yielded  to  your  representations  on  this  subject,  and  have  consented  to  com- 
mence the  necessary  preparations  at  once,  with  the  view  of  issuing  relief  in  cooked 
-food  immediately  upon  the  expiration  of  the  present  contracts.  The  Com- 
missioners trust  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Guardians  in  this  matter  are  bond,  fide, 
and  .that  your  apprehension  that  they  have  only  made  the  promise  for  the  purpose 
of  gaining  time  will  prove  to  be  unfounded,  as  the  Commissioners  believe  that  in 
every  instance  where  the  system  has  been  fairly  tried,  it  has  been  advantageous 
both  to  the  rate- payers  and  to  the  recipients  of  relief;  its  tendency  being  on  the 
one  hand  to  check  fraudulent  applications  for  relief  by  those  who  are  not  really 
destitute — cooked  food,  not  being  so  saleable,  and  therefore  not  so  much  an  object 
of  attraction — while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  much  better  calculated  than  un- 
cooked food  to  supply  the  need  of  those  who  are  really  destitute  and  in  absolute 
•want  of  food. 

If,  however,  you  should  have  reason  to  believe,  from  the  omission  of  the 
Guardians  to  make  preparations,  or  otherwise,  that  the  Guardians  have  no  real 
intention  of  carrying  out  the  cooked  food  system,  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to 
explain  to  them  that  the  power  of  regulating  the  hind  of  relief  to  be  afforded  out 
of  the  workhouse  is  by  the  Irish  Extension  Act  vested  exclusively  in  the  Com- 
missioners, and  that  the  Guardians  and  their  officers  are  expressly  required  by  the 
Act  to  administer  such  relief,  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  made  by  the 
Commissioners ; that,  acting  in  accordance  with  this  power,  the  Commissioners 
have,  by  their  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  in  Tipperary  Union  to  persons  not 
being  of  the  classes  described  in  the  first  section  of  the  Act,  made  the.  following 
regulation,  viz.,  c-  Every  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this  order  shall  be 
•relieved  in  food  only,  and  such  food  shall,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  cooked  food 
And  that  it  follows  therefore  that  relief  in  uncooked  food  would  be  illegal,  and 
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•Tipperary  Union,  liable  to  be  disallowed  by  the  auditor,  and  charged  against  tlie  parties  administer- 
* ing  it,  upless  it  should  appear  that  it  was  not  practicable  to  issue  the  food  in  a 
cooked  state.  


Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  5,  184S. 

I beg  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I have  during 
the  past  week  visited  most  of  the  districts  in  the  Union,  but  for  want  of  time  (being 
much  occupied  in  attendance  on  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians),  my 
inspection  lias  been  cursory.  I have  seen  enough,  however,  to  convince  me  that 
very  great  destitution  prevails  throughout  the  Union,  which  may  partly  be  attributed 
to  the  following  causes  : — 

First.  Vast  numbers  have  surrendered  their  small  holdings  (upon  which  they 
had  no  crop),  in  order  to  render  themselves  entitled  to  relief. 

Second.  The  potato  seed  being  beyond  their  means  last  year,  they  could  not 
plant  any,  and  consequently  had  no  provision  for  the  winter. 

Thirdly.  The  want  of  employment  preventing  them  from  earning  a sufficiency  to 
support  themselves  and  families,  notwithstanding  the  very  low  price  of  provisions 
generally. 

But  the  chief  cause  appears  to  me  to  be,  the  evident  disinclination  on  the  part  of 
the  fanners  and  landlords  to  employ  the  people  unless  on  their  own  terms. 

Several  instances  have  already  come  under  my  notice  where  farmers  have  asked 
me,  :cif  a man  refusing  work  was  entitled  to  relief?”  Upon  inquiry  I have  found 
that  the  wages  offered  the  man  varied  from  Ls.  to  Is.  2d.  per  week,  in  addition  to 
his  own  living  of  two  meals  a day. 

The  above  requires  but  little  comment.  It  is  quite  clear  that  Is.  2d.  per  week 
is  insufficient  to  support  the  man’s  wife  and  family,  consisting  on  ail  average  of 
from  five  to  six  persons ; he  therefore  refuses,  and  throws  himself  on  the  poor- 
rates,  where  he  and  his  family  are  at  least  preserved  from  starvation,  without  the 
trouble  of  working.  I have  taken  occasion  to  address  the  Guardians  on  this  baneful 
state  of  things,  pointing  out  the  cruelty  of  taking  advantage  of  the  destitute  state  of 
the  peasant,  as  well  as  the  i'olly  of  not  offering  them  a fair  day’s  wages  for  a fair 
day’s  work.  They  plead  their  inability  to  meet  the  burden  of  taxation  and  the  dues 
of  the  landlord. 

I have  in  vain  pointed  out  to  them  that  this  line  of  conduct  only  increases  the 
•burden  of  taxation,  and  have  strongly  urged  them  to  call  a public  meeting  of 
landlords  and  tenants  for  the  purpose  of  devising  some  practical  means  of  em- 
ploying the  people,  and  thereby  diminish  the  rates  of  which  they  so  loudly  and 
constantly  complain,  but  am  apprehensive  my  recommendation  will  prove  of  little 
avail. 


There  are  now  15,000  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  in  this  Union,  out  of  a 
population  of  79,516  ; and  although  there  are,  doubtless,  many  fraudulent  re- 
cipients, I have  every  reason  to  believe  (from  my  own  observation  and  the  informa- 
trnn  obtained  from. credible  persons),  that  the  greater  part  are  really  destitute. 

Y\  hen  it  is  considered  that  for  its  extent  this  Union  is  by  no  means  over-popu- 
lated, and  that  it  possesses  the  richest  soil  in  Ireland,  together  with  an  extensive 
trade  in  bacon  and  butter  with  England,  the  amount  of  pauperism  is  altogether 
incredible,  and  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  that  want  of  union  between  landlord 
and  tenant  which  alone  can  render  a country  prosperous,  and  the  existence  of  the 
peasant  bearable. 


It  is  mj  duty  to  state  that  a proposition  was  lately  made  by  the  elected  Guar- 
dians (t.  e.  chiefly  farmers),  to  meet  the  landlords  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
best  means  of  giving  employment  to  the  people.  This  was  not  responded  to,  and 
tills  important  subject  fell  to  the  ground. 

. hear  ’"i”?  complaints  of  the  relieving  officers  for  neglect  of  duty,  but,  on 
?S*“*  u they  an?e>  some  irom  ignorance  and  many  from  tile  impossibility  of 
fulfilling  the  most  important  part  of  their  instructions,  viz„  the  visiting  the 
dwelling  and  making  themselves  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  all  appli- 
cants for  relief.  1 his  arose  from  the  great  extent  of  their  districts,  the  necessary 
attendance  at  tile  Board  of  Guardians  for  the  regulation  of  their  books,  two  days 
out  of  the  week,  another  day  occupied  in  attending  the  distribution  of  the  meal, 
together  with  taking  down  the  increasing  applications,  little  time  was  left  for 
visiting.  , , 

The  Commissioners. having  sanctioned  the  appointment  of  an  additional  number 
of  these  officers,  sufficient  to  carry  out  the  law  to  its  fullest  extent,  there  will  be 
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no  excuse  for  their  future  conduct ; and  as  I shall  make  it  a prominent  part  of  my 
duty  to  see  that  they  comply  with  their  instructions  to  the  letter,  I entertain  hopes 
I shall  hear  no  more  complaints. 

I fully  anticipate  that  the  various  tests  (of  the  workhouse,  breaking  stones  out  of 
doors,  the  publication  of  lists  of  persons  receiving  relief,  cooked  food),  when  in 
operation,  will  considerably  diminish  the  present  list ; but  as  real  destitution  exists 
to  an  enormous  extent,  no  sensible  diminution  of  the  rates  can  be  looked  for  until 
the  able-bodied  peasantry  are  employed  by  the  farmers  and  landlords  at  a fair  rate 
of  wages. 

If  in  describing  the  state  of  this  Union,  as  it  appears  tome,  I may  have  travelled 
out  of  the  strict  line  of  my  duty,  I beg  the  Commissioners  to  impute  it  wholly  to 
my  anxious  desire  to  render  service  to  the  country. 

This  report  will,  I trust,  serve  as  an  answer  to  the  Commissioners’  circular  of 
2nd  March,  requiring  my  opinion  as  to  the  discontinuance  of  out-door  relief  to  the 
able-bodied  on  the  18th  instant.  Such  a measure  would,  undoubtedly,  be  attended 
with  the  most  disastrous  results  from  the  causes  above  stated. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  8,  1848. 

With  regard  to  your  remarks  as  to  the  consequences  of  the  withdrawal  of 
out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  on  the  18th  instant,  I am  to  request  that  you  will 
inform  the  Commissioners  whether  the  state  of  the  Union  is  such  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  accompanying  order  to  Listowel  Union  could  be  carried  into  effect. 

It  wilt  be  observed  that  under  that  .order  single  men,  and  men  with  only  two 
children,  would  be  thrown  on  their  own  resources. 


Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners: — March  5,  1848. 

I beg  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  in 
compliance  with  their  directions  I have  inquired  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
of  Michael  Mulcahey,  residing  in  the  district  of  Pallasgreen,  and  find  the  following 
result 

It  appears  certain  that  Mulcahey  did  apply  to  the  relieving  officer  on  several 
occasions,  stating  the  situation  of  his  family  ; that  he  was  refused  relief  by  the 
relieving  officer,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  been  told  he  was  in  the  actual  posses- 
sion of  more  than  one  acre  of  land.  Mulcahey  invited  the  officer  to  visit,  his  hut, 
and  convince  himself  he  did  not  hold  any  land;  this  the  officer  never  did,  on  the 
plea  he  had  not  time. 

Mr.  O’Grady,  whose  presence  I had  requested,  made  a number  of  strong  asser- 
tions tending  to  accuse  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  Mr.  Bolton,  of 
having  used  illegal  influence  over  the  relieving  officer  to  prevent  Mulcahey  receiving 
relief,  though  legally  entitled. 

Upon  my  asking  Mr.  O’ Grady  if  he  was  prepared  to  substantiate  those  charges 
by  witnesses,  he  said  he  was  not,  and  again  continued  his  accusations  against  Mr. 
Bolton.  After  again  saying  I was  ready  to  examine  himself  and  witnesses  on  oath, 
at  his  own  convenience,  touching  those  charges,  be  again  declined,  in  presence  of 
the  police  force  there  assembled. 

I am,  therefore,  led  to  conclude,  that  Mr.  O’Grady  has  taken  up  this  matter 
purely  from  personal  pique  to  Mr.  Bolton,  and  that  the  relieving  officer  is  highly 
blameable  for  not  having  made  himself  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  Mul- 
cahey’s  exact  situation  by  visiting  his  dwelling. 

For  the  last  fortnight  this  man  and  his  family  have  been  receiving  out-door 
relief. 

The  relieving  officer’s  name  is  Crowe,  who  lately  resigned  his  situation,  but  has 
since  be§n  re-elected  to  the  division  of  Doon. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  9,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  report  of  the  5th  instant,  relative  to  the  case  of 
Michael  Mulcahey,  whose  family  was  refused  out-door  relief  in  Tipperary  Union,  I 
am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  a copy  of  a 
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Tipperary  Union,  letter  which  has  been  addressed  to  Mr.  O’Grady  on  the  subject ; and  I am  to  request 
that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  your  opinion  as  to  the 
fitness  of  Mr.  Crowe  for  the  office  of  relieving  officer. 

Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  O’Grady: — March  9,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  correspondence  that  has  taken  place  relative  to  the  claim  of 
Michael  Mulcahey,  of  Pallasgreen,  to  out-door  relief,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to 
inform  you  that  they  have  received  a report  from  Captain  Haymes  on  the  subject,  in  which  he 
makes  the  following  statement : — 

“ It  appears  certain  that  Mulcahey  did  apply  to  the  relieving  officer  on  several  occasions, 
stating  the  situation  of  his  family ; that  he  was  refused  relief  by  the  relieving  officer,  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  been  told  he  was  in  actual  possession  of  more  than  one  acre  of  land.  Mul- 
cahey. invited  the  officer  to  visit  his  hut  and  convince  himself  he  did  not  hold  any  land  ; this  the 
officer  never  did,  on  the  plea  he  had  not  time.” 

In  reference  to  the  relieving  officer’s  plea  that  he  had  not  time  to  inquire  into  the  case,  the 
Commissioners  desire  to  observe  that  it  is  borne  out  by  the  fact,  that  he  recently  tendered  his 
resignation,  on  the  ground  that  from  the  great  extent  of  his  district  he  found  himself  unable 
singly  to  discharge  the  duties  of  relieving  officer  without,  committing  mistakes;  that  his  resigna- 
tion was  accepted,  and  the  district  subsequently  reduced  in  size.  The  Commissioners  do° not 
consider  this  a justification  of  the  relieving  officer,  but  it  is  certainly  an  extenuation  of  his 
offence. 

The  Commissioners  understand  that  Mr.  Crowe  has  been  elected  by  the  Guardians  to  one  of 
the  smaller  districts ; and  the  Commissioners  will  not  fail  to  bear  this  circumstance  in  mind 
before  determining  whether  it  will  be  proper  to  approve  his  re-appointment  or  not. 

Captain  Haymes  informs  the  Commmissioners  that  Mulcahey  and  his  family  have  been 
receiving  out-door  relief  for  the  last  fortnight. 


Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners: — March  7,  1848. 

I beg  to  forward  copy  of  a letter  just  received  by  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
and  to  request  you  will  move  the  Commissioners  for  an  early  decision  on  the 
subject  it  contains. 

It  appears  to  me  important  that  the  paupers  should  be  usefully  employed  in  any 
manner,  at  least  until  the  implements  for  breaking  stones  are  received  from  the 
Board  of  W orks. 


Enclosure. 

IR'  Tipperary,  March  7,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Town  Commissioners  to  state  that  at  a meeting  held  on  the  6th 
instant  it  was  resolved  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  be  requested  to  give  the  use  of  twelve  able- 
bodied  paupers  to. assist  in  cleansing  the  town  and  suburbs. 

I am  further  directed  to  state  that  from  the  state  of  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Com- 
missioners they  are  unable  to  employ  more  than  two  persons  during  the  week,  which  they 
intend  continuing,  but  are  quite  inadequate  to  cleanse  the  town  in  a proper  manner, 
feel  much  obr^d^  GuardlanS  comPVmg  with  the  above  resolution,  the  Commissioners  will 


To  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians. 


By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 

(Signed)  John  Lamphieii,  Clerk. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  10,  1848. 

1 ..  A,M.dlr!Se<1.ky  4'le  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  dated  the  7th  instant,  enclosing  a communication  from  the  Town  Com- 
missioners of  Tipperary,  m which  they  request  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  give 
the  use  of  twelve  able-bodied  paupers  to  assist  in  cleaning  the  town  and  suburbs, 
the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  1 own  Commissioners  not  being  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  employ  a sufficient  number  of  persons  to  cleanse  the  town  in  a proper 
manner  and  you  request  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject. 

preference  thereto  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  they 
think  the  Town  Commissioners  must  in  this  case  be  considered  merely  in  the  light 
of  private  employers  of  labour,  and  the  objections  which  on  gene/al  principles 
apply  to  the  employment  of  pauper  labour  on  the  property  of  private  individuals, 
appear  to  apply  to  a certain  extent  to  the  present  proposition,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners must  decline,  therefore,  to  give  their  consent  to  the  labour  of  the  able- 
bodied  paupers  in  1 ipperary  Union  being  given  in  aid  of  the  rates  which  should 
be  made  lor  cleansing  the  town  of  Tipperary. 
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A copy  of  a letter  addressed  to  another  Union,  in  which  the  views  of  the  Com- 
missioners as  to  the  employment  of  pauper  labour  by  private  individuals  are  stated, 
is  herewith  enclosed  for  your  information. 

The  Commissioners  have  again  caused  a communication  to  be  made  to  the 
Board  of  Works  as  to  the  supply  of  implements  required  for  employing  the 
able-bodied  paupers  in  Tipperary  Union,  and  they  have  no  doubt  that  the  imple- 
ments required  will  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  without 
further  delay. 


Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  10,  1848. 

I beg  to  inform  you  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
several  district  roads  in  this  Union  (the  cuttings  and  repair's  of  which  were 
begun  but  left  unfinished  by  the  Board  of  Works  last  year),,  are  now  (in  conse- 
quence of  the  continued  rains),  almost  impassable. 

As  there  are  no  contractors  for  these  roads,  and  as  the  material  is  on  the  spot, 
requiring  but  the  breaking  and  placing  in  the  holes,  I shall  be  glad  to  learn  from 
the  Commissioners,  whether  the  able-bodied  recipients  of  out-door  relief  may  not 
be  employed  in  this  manner. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  14,  1848. 

I AM  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  10th  instant  in  which  you  request  to  be  informed  whether  the  able- 
bodied  recipients  of  out-door  relief  can  be  employed  on  the  cuttings  and  repairs  of 
the  several  district  roads  left  unfinished  by  the  Board  of  Works. 

In  reply  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  inform  you  that  they  are  un- 
willing to  sanction  the  employment  of  paupers  on  the  unfinished  roads  until  the 
system  of  stone-breaking  has  been  fairly  and  fully  tried,  and  as  the  implements 
required  have  now  been  forwarded  by  the  Board  of  Works,  the  Commissioners 
think  that  the  stone-breaking  system  should  now  be  put  in  operation  without 
delay. 


Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners: — March  10,  1848. 

I beg  to  enclose  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  a letter  received 
from  one  of  the  collectors  of  this  Union. 

It  appears  he  has  great  difficulty  in  discharging  his  duties  after  distraint  has 
been  made,  for  want  of  an  auctioneer  to  sell  the  goods. 

The  nearest  resident  auctioneer  is  in  Tipperary,  who  refuses  to  go  that  distance, 
14  or  15  miles,  for  frequently  a very  trifling  remuneration. 

Query. — Could  not  the  collector  be  authorized  to  sell  in  such  cases  ? 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  O’Donnell  to  Captain  Haymes  : — March  9,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  a very  great  inconvenience  which  I labour  under 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  as  collector  of  poor  rate  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Grean,  Doon, 
Ulla,  and  Kilteely,  which  is,  the  want  of  an  auctioneer  to  sell  effects  distrained  by  me  from 
time  to  time.  At  present  I am  obliged  to  send  a distance  of  14  miles  for  an  auctioneer,  and 
often  disappointed.  I apprized  the  Commissioners  of  this  inconvenience  before,  and  had  no 
reply.  I expect  you  will  call  their  attention  again  to  it. 

P.S.  If  I could  be  qualified  myself  as  auctioneer,  it  would  be  more  convenient. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  1 1,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  10th  instant,  enclosing  a communication  from  one  of  the  collectors, 
in  which  he  states  the  difficulty  he  labours  under  in  discharging  his  duties  after 
distraint,  for  want  of  an  auctioneer  to  sell  the  goods. 

In  reference  thereto'  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  a similar 
difficulty  havihg  been  felt  iu  another  Union,  the  Board  of  Guardians  proposed  to 
take  out  an  auctioneer’s  licence  for  some  confidential  person  to  enable  him 
to  sell  the  goods  distrained  for  poor  rate.  The  Commissioners  acceded  to  this 
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proposition,  on  the  understanding  that  the  use  of  the  licence  was  to  be  carefully 
reserved  for  the  purposes  of  the  Guardians,  and  they  see  no  objection  to  a similar 
course  being  abopted  in  Tipperary  Union. 

The  duty  should  be  paid  only  for  the  period  unexpired. 


Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  10,  1848. 

. In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  enclosing  a copy  of  an  order  to  the 
Listowel  Union,  relative  to  discontinuance  of  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied 
paupers  above  18  years  of  age,  whether  married,  with  two  children,  or  single,  on 
the.  18th  instant,  I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
having  visited  most  parts  of  the  Union,  and  having  questioned  both  farmers 
and  labourers,  I find  there  is  no  work  whatever  going  on  in  the  country  at 
present. 

This  may  be  attributed  partly  to  the  state  of  the  weather,  which  still  retards 
the  spring  tillage,  but  chiefly  to  the  inability  of  the  farmers  (as  they  state) 
to  give  employment  to  the  labourer.  When  the  fine  weather  does  set-in, 
it  is  to  be  feared  the  small  amount  of  labour  that  may  be  offered  to  the  people, 
will  be  at  such  prices  as  to  be  totally  inadequate  to  maintain  the  labourer’s 
family. 

In  the  poorer  districts  the  people  cannot  obtain  employment  even  for  their  keep, 
whilst,  in  the  better,  the  maximum  of  wages  hitherto  offered  appears  to  be  l.s\  4 d. 
per  week. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I am  of  opinion,  that  the  discontinuance  of  relief 
(even  to  those  persons  designated  in  the  order)  on  the  18th  instant  would  be 
attended  with  most  disastrous  effects. 


Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  12,  1848. 

I beg  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  having 
visited  the  most  part  of  the  rural  districts  of  this  Union,  and  interrogated  several 
farmers,  relieving  officers,  and  able-bodied  recipients  of  out-door  relief,  I am  led 
to  conclude,  that  the  wide-spread  destitution  now  existing,  arises  wholly  from  the 
want  of  employment  for  the  people. 

The  inclemency  of  the  season  has  doubtless  retarded  the  spring  tillage ; but 
from  what  I can  learn,  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  a very  small  amount  of  labour 
will  be  offered  to  the  people,  even  when  the  weather  may  admit  of  farming- 
operations.  b 

• Without  doubt  there  are  some  parties  receiving  out-door  relief  who  are  not  justly 
entitled  to  it,  and  my  utmost  vigilance,  together  with  that  of  the  relieving  officer, 
are  insufficient  to  detect  all  such  cases ; but  the  several  tests  of  the  workhouse  the 
publication  of  lists,  the  labour  test;  above  all,  the  cooked  food,  will  soon  rectify 
these  abuses,  which,  I am  glad  to  say,  are  far  from  numerous. 

Many  instances  have  been  brought  to  my  notice  and  decision,  of  peasants 
offering  to  surrender  their  small  holdings,  with  the  exception  of  their  cottage  and 
garden,  and  the  landlord  s refusal  to  take  the  land  without  the  said  appendages. 
In  all  such  cases  I have  been  guided  by  the  legal  opinion  of  Mr.  Heim,  and 
^T.eAwCl  P?r°nStffbe  fNelie,ve<l>  with  a notice  that  if  a spade  was  put  into  any 
fraud  ^ land  S°  °ffeied)’ tbe  Paraes  would  become  liable  to  prosecution  for 

Notwithstanding  the  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  to  the  adoption  of  the  system 
of  cooked  food  by  some  few  of  the  Guardians,  I do  not  despair  of  ultimately  dry- 
ing it  into  effect  and  am  persuaded  it  will  prove  of  the  utmost  benefit,  both  to  the 
ratepayers  and  the  really  destitute. 

„I!T/riVei  T,ari0“r  “TT8  from  tlle  Pe°p!e.  of  the  relieving  officers 
rouirv  to  Is  7 1 lmve  made  “ -V  duty  to  give  a patient 

T V “i  a • Cases’  “V  ™ to  reP°rt  1 the  greater  part  frivolous 

and  mrfounded;  m a very  few  contrary  instances,  the  error  of  the  relieving  officers 

paupTo^relfefT®  lr°m  “ lgn0rance  °‘ the  law-  *»»  any  desire  to  deprive  the 

Much  benefit  has  been  derived  by  the  Union  from  the  district  fever  hospitals, 
of  which  there  are  three.  They  have  hitherto  been  supported  by  the  surplus 
funds  arising  out  of  the  « Temporary  Relief  Bill”  of  last  year;  these- funds  are 
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now  exhausted,  and  the  Guardians  are  providing  means  for  their  continued  sup- 
port, being  fully  alive  to  their  great  utility. 

I am  gratified  in  being  enabled  to  report,  that,  as  far  as  my  observation  has 
gone,  the  people  appear  to  receive  the  relief  given  them  with  much  gratitude ; and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  already  it  has  saved  the  lives  of  thousands,  who  without  it 
must  inevitably  have  perished  from  positive  starvation. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Haymes  : — March  28,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that 
the  Commissioners’  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor  in 
Tipperary  Union  will  expire  on  the  1st  proximo,  and  I am  to  request  that  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  report  specially  to  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  necessity  of 
continuing  the  authority  to  administer  out-door  relief  in  the  Union  under  the  2nd 
section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

It  you  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  to  continue  such  authority,  I am  to 
request  that  you  will  state,  whether  it  might  not,  in  your  opinion,  be  more  limited 
than  at  present,  and  whether  certain  classes  (such,  for  instance,  as  single  able- 
bodied  men,  and  married  men  not  having  more  than  two  children,)  might  not  be 
excluded  from  out-door  relief. 

The  Commissioners  will  renew  the  order  on  the  1st  April  if  you  deem  it  abso- 
lutely necessary;  but  still  the  Commissioners  are  anxious  to  break  through  the 
habit  ot  dependence  on  the  poor-rates  at  a time  when  the  labour  of  able-bodied 
men  is  required  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land. 

Your  report  should  reach  this  office  by  Friday  morning  next  at  latest. 


Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners: — March  19,  1848. 

I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I have 
visited  several  districts  during  the  past  week,  and  found  the  relieving,  officers 
(generally)  attentive  to  their  duties,  and  their  books  in  good  order. 

I am  sorry  to  report  that  destitution  is  much  on  the  increase,  the  number  of 
out-door  recipients  amounting  to  above  16,000. 

This  increase  may  be  attributed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  and  to  the 
other  causes  I had  the  honour  to  state  in  my  last  week’s  report. 

I have,  however,  heard  of  some  instances  of  farmers  promising  work  as  soon 
as  the  weather  admits  of  out-door  operations;  this,  with  the  breaking  stones, 
will,  I trust,  sensibly  diminish  the  number  now  on  the  lists. 

I have  detected  some  attempts  at  fraud  on  the  part  of  contractors  issuing  inferior 
qualities  of  meal  to  the  people  whilst  the  Guardians  were  paying  the  highest 
price  for  best  quality.  In  all  such  cases  the  Guardians  have  dismissed  the  con- 
tractor. 

Part  of  the  tools  from  the  Board  of  Works  have  been  received  and  distributed 
to  the  districts.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  able-bodied. to  begin  work 
to-morrow,  Monday,  20th  instant. 

Having  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  Captain  Wynne’s  plan  of  baking 
bread  in  the  workhouse,  together  with  my  proposals  for  carrying  it  out  in  this 
Union  for  the  daily  supply  of  all  paupers,  it  was  unanimously  adopted.  As  the 
subject  is  one  ot  great  import,  I beg  to  refer  the  Commissioners  to  my  special 
report  of  this  day’s  date  on  the  occasion. 

The  workhouse  continues  to  be  well  conducted ; and  it  is  gratifying  to  be 
enabled  to  state  that,  from  the  judicious  treatment  of  the  medical  officer.  Doctor 
Evans,  the  general  health  of  the  inmates  is  most  satisfactory. 

I am  sorry  to  add  that  dysentery  appears  to  be  spreading  to  a great  extent  in 
the  rural  districts,  the  average  number  of  deaths  for  the  last  two  or  three  weeks 
being  80  per  week.  This,  in  a great  measure,  may  be  attributed  to  the  people 
.eating  the  Indian  meal  improperly  cooked,  the  want  of  clothing,  and  exposure  to 
the  cold  and  wet  weather  which  has  so  long  prevailed. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  23,  1848. 

With  regard  to  your  observations  relative  to  the  frauds  of  the  meal  con- 
tractors, I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as'to  report  the  specific  facts  of 


Tipperary  Union. 
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Tipperary  Union,  each  case,  and  to  consider  whether  they  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  8tli 
— section  of  the  Bakers’  Act,  1 and  2 Vie.,  cap.  28,.  a copy  of  which  is  herewith 
enclosed  for  your  information. 


Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  19,  1848. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  Commissioners  letter,  containing  extracts  from 
Captain  Wynne’s  report,  relative  to  making  bread  of  Indian  and  rye  meal  in  the 
workhouse,  it  immediately  occurred  to  me  that,  if  by  auy  possibility  the  system 
could  be  practically  carried  into  effect  in  this  Union,  where  so  large  a number  as 
16,000  recipients  were  to  be  supplied  daily,  the  advantages  would  be  incal- 
culable. 

After  giving  much  thought  to  the  subject,  and  consulting  the  clerk  of  the 
Works,  together  with  Mr.  Massey,  the  chairman  of  the  Board,  I was  enabled  to 
place  the  whole  matter  in  such  a practical  shape  before  a very  full  meeting  of 
Guardians  yesterday,  when  they  unanimously  resolved  to  adopt  the  system  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

You  will  have  received  the  resolution,  together  with  the  plan  of  the  proposed 
bakehouse,  by  last  night’s  post.  The  cost  of  this  building  will  not  exceed  150/. ; 
and  this  sum  may  be  saved  in  three  weeks,  having  calculated  there  will  be  at  least 
that  sum,  50/.,  weekly  difference  in  the  present'  system  of  relief  and  that  pro- 
posed. 

It  is  intended  that  the  proposed  bakehouse  should  he  a- permanent  building,  to 
be  erected  in  the  yard  attached  to  the  female  wards,  so  as  to  correspond  in  appear- 
ance and  situation  with  the  shed  in  the  men’s  yard. 

When  out-door  relief  shall  no  longer  be  required,  the  hot  plates  can  be  easily 
removed,  and  the  building  used  as  increased  accommodation  for  paupers ; or  ilj 
in  years  to  come,  out-door  relief  should  be  again  found  necessary,  the  building, 
by  merely  replacing  the  hot.  plates,  is  immediately  available  for  its  original 
purpose. 

The  system  proposed  appears  to  be  extremely  popular  with  both  Guardians  and 
rate- payers ; and  although  I am  not  of  opinion  the  bread  thus  made  of  rye  and 
Indian  corn  meal  would  act  as  a prevention  to  dysentery  in  the  same  proportion  as 
the  stirabout  composed  of  Indian  meal  and  rice,  yet,  having  consulted  the  medical 
officer,  who  is  of  opinion  that  this  bread,  being  solid  and  .particularly  nutritious,  it 
would  ultimately  produce  the  same  effect,  and  the  other  advantages  attendant  on 
the  adoption  of  this  system  being  so  evident  and  numerous,  I do  not  hesitate 
to  recommend  it  in  the  strongest  manner  for  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners. 

The  greatest  benefit  (in  my  estimation)  likely  to  be  derived  from  the  proposed 
system  is  the  utter  impossibility  of  fraud,  the  whole  operation  being  carried  on 
within  the  house,  under  the  control  and  inspection  of  the  master  and  matron. 

I have  made  calculations,  and  find  the  outlay  for  Robinson’s  steaming  apparatus, 
together  with  materials  for  fitting  up  kitchens  in  the  several  electoral  divisions,  for 
the  purpose  of  cooking  stirabout,  would  far  exceed  the  sum  required  for  the  pro- 
posed bakehouse,  without  reference  to  the  difference  in  price  of  rations. 

If  a detail  of  the  organization  for  a constant  supply  of  this  bread  to  so  large  a 
number  of  persons  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  Commissioners,  I shall  be  happy 
to  furnish  it.  In  the  mean  time  I beg  to  urge  their  sanction  to  the  immediate 
adoption  of  the  system,  and  shall  be  happy  to  take  on  myself  all  the  responsibility 
of  the  details  in  carrying  it  into  effect. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  23,.  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  statement,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Guardians 
to  adopt  Captain  Wynne’s  plan  of  baking  bread,  to  be  distributed  in  out-door 
relief,  and  to  request  that  the  Commissioners  will  at  once  sanction  the  adoption  of 
the  plan,  I am  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  a copy  of  a letter  which  the  Com- 
missioners have  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  subject  of  the  plan 
for  hot  plates  proposed  by  them  for  the  purpose  of  baking  the  bread. 

When  the  plan,  is  in  operation,  the  Commissioners  would  be  glad  to  receive 
from  you  a detail  of  the  organization  for  distributing  the  food; 
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Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  26,  1848. 

I beg  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  during  the 
past  week  the  able-bodied  recipients  of  out-door  relief  have  been  employed  break- 
ing stones  ; and  from  the  number  of  absentees  at  “ roll-call,”  I am  led  to  conclude 
this  test  will  have  the  effect  of  considerably  reducing  the  lists. 

The  weather,  for  the  last  few  days,  having  proved  more  favourable,  the  farmers 
are  taking  advantage  of  it  throughout  the  Union.  The  spring  operations  are 
proceeding  with  vigour. 

Up  to  the  present,  but  little  employment  has  been  offered  to  the  labourer ; when- 
ever it  is,  even  at  a very  reduced  rate  of  wages,  the  people  appear  ready  and  willinff 
to  accept  it. 

Much  inconvenience  and  abuse  arises  from  the  present  system  of  distributing  raw 
meal  for  the  whole  week.  In  order  to  put  an  end  to  it  as  speedily  as  possible  I 
trust  the  Commissioners’  architect  will  transmit  the  specification  for  proposed 
bakehouse  without  delay.  r 

Under  the  impression  that  one  pound  of  meal  is  insufficient  for  an  able-bodied 
man  exposed  to  all  weathers,  and  breaking  stones  for  eight  hours  a-d-y  I 
yesterday  proposed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  that  the  men  so  working, 
should  he  allowed  20  ounces  in  lieu  of  16  per  diem.  They,  however,  demurred 
to  this  proposition  on  the  plea,  that  it  would  tend  to  reconcile  the  men  to  the 
work. 

Whatever  truth  may  he  attached  to  the  above  plea,  my  conviction  is,  that  the 
men,  already  reduced  by  destitution  and  sickness,  will,  in  a short  time,  from  sheer 
exhaustion,  become  wholly  unfitted  for  field  works  of  any  kind. 

The  workhouse  continues  to  be  conducted  in  a very  orderly  manner,  every  one 
of  the  inmates  being  employed — men  and  boys  breaking  stones,  women  and  girls 
spinning  and  knitting  stockings,  &e.  I am  also  happy  to  add,  the  health  of  the 
house  is  m a most  satisfactory  state. 

Much  difficulty  is  experienced  in  procuring  a suitable  building  into  which  the 
schools,  both  of  hoys  and  girls,  could  be  removed.  As  this  step  is  of  great  import- 
ance, not  only  as  regards  the  children  themselves,  but  also  of  affording  increased 
accommodation  in  the  bouse  for  the  able-bodied  paupers,  I am  strongly  of  opinion 
that  a detached  building  on  the  workhouse  grounds  would  be  the  most  advisable 
plan. 

The  collectors  appear  to  be  duly  exerting  themselves— their  weekly  returns  to 
the  treasurer  averaging  between  400Z.  and  500/.  I have  everv  reason  to  anticipate 
the  whole  amount  of  old  rate  (with  the  exception  of  bad  debts)  will  be  collected 
ere  a new  rate  becomes  necessary. 

Some  few  instances  have  come  <o  my  knowledge  of  stock  being  found  on  the 
lands  liable  for  rate  driven  and  sold  by  the  collector,  such  stock  being  the  pro- 
perty of  persons  not  liable.  One  of  these  cases  appearing  of  peculiar  hardship  to 
the  individual,  I have  made  it  the  subject  of  a separate  report  for  the  decision  of 
the  Commissioners. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  7,  1 848. 

Adverting  to  your  report  of  the  26th  instant,  in  which  you  express  a 
doubt  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  present  scale  of  rations  allowed  in  Tipperary 
Union  to  support  men  employed  at  stone-breaking,  I am  directed  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  inform  you,  that  they  have  received  a communication  from  the 
Central  Board  of  Health,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  scale  of  rations  re- 
ferred to  in  the  letter  to  the  Relief  Commissioners  on  the  10th  March,  1848, 
is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  that  Board,  sufficient  for  able-bodied  men  who  are 
required  to  work. 


Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  28,  1848. 

I beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  their  sealed  order, 
authorizing  out-door  relief,  which  expires  on  Saturday  next,  1st  April. 

As  great  destitution  prevails  throughout  the  Union,  and  hut  a very  small  portion 
of  labour  to  be  obtained  by  the  people,  I have  to  request  the  Commissioners  will 
be  pleased  to  extend  their  seal  for  a longer  period. 


Tipperary  Union. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  30,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  refer  you  to  the  letter  addressed  to 
you  on  the  28th  instant,  as  to  a modification  of  the  order ; and  I am  at  the  same 
time  to  request  that  when  you  receive  this  (if  you  have  not  already  replied)  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  send  your  reply  by  return  of  post. 


Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners: — March  29, 1848. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday’s  date,  in  reference  to  the 
necessity  of  continuing  out-door  relief  after  the  1st  of  April,  I beg  to  state,  for 
the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  destitution  throughout  the  Union 
appears  to  be  on  the  increase,  as  many  applications  for  relief  are  admitted  weekly 
by  the  Guardians. 

Although  the  weather  has  set  in  comparatively  fine,  and  the  farming  operations 
commenced,  I cannot  learn  that  the  farmers  are  giving  the  least  employment. 

I,  therefore,  think  the  continuance  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  is  of 
absolute  necessity,  and  have  to  request  the  Commissioners  will  be  pleased  to  order 
the  same. . 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  31,  1848. 

I am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  directions 
for  the  renewal  of  the  order  for  a period  of  one  month. 


Captain  Haymes  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  9,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  during  the  past  week  I have  visited  many  quarries  in  the  various  districts  of 
the  Union,  in  which  I have  found  the  really  destitute  able-bodied  men  honestly  per- 
forming their  daily  task  of  breaking  stones. 

This  test  is  (as  I anticipated)  beginning  to  have  the  desired  effect,  that  of 
diminishing  the  lists,  not  to  any  great  extent  it  is  true,  but  sufficient  to  dis- 
tinguish the  fraudulent  from  the  really  destitute  recipients. 

There  are  many  absentees  from  sickness,  all  of  which  are  authenticated  either 
from  personal  visitation  or  medical  certificate,  all  those  at  work  complain  of  the 
insufficiency  of  the  food  allowed  them  when  working  for  eight  hours  per  diem. 

'The  spring  tillage  is  proceeding,  but  it  is  principally  performed  by  the  farmers 
and  their  families,  very  little  work  can  be  obtained  by  the  labourer.  In  some  dis- 
tricts, single  men  have  offered  themselves  at  2 d.  per  diem  and  their  food,  without 
being  able  to  obtain  employment. 

I am  injustice  bound  to  add  that  the  people  bear  their  great  destitution  in  the 
most  peaceable  and  exemplary  manner. 

The  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  I am  happy  to  report,  continues 
most  satisfactory.  The  deaths  that  have  occurred  during  the  last  week  arising 
wholly  from  people  being  admitted  in  a dying  state,  their  relations  having  no 
means  to  bury  them. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing — April  13,  1848. 

With  regard  to  the  complaints  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  ration  for  work- 
ing men,  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  specially  to  the 
Commissioners,  after  conferring  with  the  Guardians  on  the  subject  of  the  amount 
of  the  ration  to  be  allowed  to  an  able-bodied  man  required  to  work,  should  the 
Guardians  after  such  conference,  still  adhere  to  their  previous  views. 
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Ennis  Union. 

ENNIS  UNION. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners: — February  9,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I arrived  here  on  Monday,  the  7th  instant. 

I have  since  then  been  occupied  in  collecting  information  respecting  the 
general  state  of  the  Union. 

I find  instances  of  irregularity  on  all  sides. 

Imperfect  out-door  relief  register,  owing  to  neglect  and  inefficiency  of  the 
relieving  officers ; and  this  kind  of  relief  afforded  in  some  instances  without  the 
signature  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  or  counter-signature  of 
clerk. 

No  stone-breaking  test  in  operation,  but  employment  of  the  able-bodied  in 
repairing  fences,  altering  of  highways,  water-courses,  & c. ; eight  hours’  labour 
nominally  exacted,  but  not  the  fair  complement  of  work  done. 

The  workhouse  test  unapplied  from  want  of  room,  and  many  names  on  out- 
door relief  lists  of  persons  suspected  of  being  holders  of  more  than  a quarter  of 
a statute  acre. 

Cost  of  out-door  relief  last  week  above  600/. 

Cost  of  house  same  time,  including  staff,  91/.  Is.  7 id. 

The  Guardians  at  their  Board  this  day,  which  I had  the  first  opportunity  of 
attending,  and  at  which  Mr.  Owen  Lloyd  was  also  present  by  appointment, 
have  consented  to  make  trial  of  the  stone-breaking  test  enjoined  by  the  Com- 
missioners, and  urged  by  me,  in  those  electoral  divisions  in  which  the  requisite 
material  is  to  be  found ; but  there  are  three  electoral  divisions,  viz., 

, Acres.  Population. 

Inagh  . . . 21,141  . . . 3,895 

Kilmaley  . . . 23,883  . . . 4,998 

Clondagad . . . 16,928  . . . 5,088 

in  which  there  is  no  lime-stone,  as  I am  informed  ; I therefore  request  the  Com- 
sioners  will  advise  what  description  of  labour  shall  be  required  in  these  divisions. 

.It  has  been  also  this  day  resolved  to  inspect  to-morrow,  with  a view  to 
hiring  them,  two  stores,  by  occupying  which,  considerable  accommodation  to 
test  the  destitute  able-bodied  will  be  afforded  in  the  w orkhouse,  and  the  lists  it 
is  hoped  thereby  reduced. 

I have  advised  that  the  collectors  shall  be  required  to  furnish  by  next  Board 
day  a list  of  all  rate-payers  in  arrear,  with  a view  to  publicity  of  their  names, 
classifying  them  by  townlands,  and  have  expressed  my  determination  to  report 
any  collector  or  relieving  officer  neglectful  of  his  duty. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  14,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  statement  contained  in  your  report  that  there  are 
three  electoral  divisions  in  the  Union  in  which  there  is  no  lime-stone  to  be 
found,  and  that  consequently  those  receiving  out-door  relief  cannot  be  put  to 
stone-breaking,  and  to  your  request  for  the  Commissioners’  advice  as  to  what 
kind  of  labour  should  be  required  in  those  electoral  divisions,  I am  directed  to 
state  that  the  Commissioners  would  wish  to  know  how  far  stones  would  have 
to  be  brought  from  other  electoral  divisions,  before  they  can  answer  your 
question  specifically. 

The  Commissioners  believe  that  no  mode  of  employment  is  so  well  adapted 
for  able-bodied  paupers  as  stone-breaking.  If,  however,  this  is  really  imprac- 
ticable, the  Commissioners  would  wish  to  know  whether  there  are  any  unfinished 
roads  in  those  electoral  divisions. 

The  Commissioners  would  not  in  the  last  resort  absolutely  object  to  the 
paupers  being  employed  on  any  work  of  a public  nature ; but  they  would  under 
no  circumstances  sanction  the  employment  of  paupers  on  private  farms. 

In  deciding  between  different  kinds  of  employment  of  a public  nature,  that 
mode  of  employment  should  have  the  preference  which  is  the  least  attractive 
to  applicants,  and  which  admits  most  easily  of  effective  superintendence. 
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Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  17,  1848. 

I have  to  report  that  there  being  on  the  Ennis  'Board  a considerable 
majority  of  elected,  over  ex-officio  Guardians,  owing  to  the  death  and  resignation 
of  eight  of  the  latter,  and  the  consequent  impossibility  of  preventing  the  elected 
members  from  carrying  any  motion  they  choose ; and  further,  that  the  said 
elected  members  are  nearly  all  related  or  connected,  or  bound  by  common 
interest,  I directed  the  clerk  to  write  to  the  eight  justices  ol  the  peace  who  are 
highest  rated,  requesting  to  know  if  they  would  act  as  ex-officio  Guardians.  The 
clerk  stated  that  he  had  already  done  so,  but  had  received  no  reply.  I there- 
fore request  the  Commissioners  will  inform  me  whether  application  may  be 
made  to  the  eight  justices  who  stand  next  those  in  scale  of  rating,  and  whether 
in  the  event  of  their  assenting,  they  may  act  at  the  Board  previous  to  the  29th 
September  next. 

The  relieving  officers  having  stated  their  inability — owing  to  the  extent  of 
their  several  districts,  the  number  of  applications,  and  the  other  duties  required 
of  them — to  comply  with  that  part  of  their  instructions  which  requires  them  to 
visit  the  house,  and  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  each  applicant  for  out- 
door relief ; and  it  being  impossible,  in  consequence  of  intimidation,  to  get  the 
ratepayers  of  the  districts  to  give  individual  information  of  names  that  ought 
to  be  removed  from  the  lists,  I resolved  on  calling  a,  meeting  of  the  whole  of 
the  ratepayers  of  one  district,  in  which  there  appeared,  from  the  numbers  on 
the  books,  to  have  been  great  abuse ; when  aided  by  two  ex-officio  and  the 
elected  Guardians,  and  assisted  by  the  farmers,  (who  thus  assembled  together, 
felt  no  restraint!,  abuse  to  a considerable  amount  was  detected,  and  a large 
number  of  illegal  recipients  removed  from  the  lists.  I gave  the  result  of  this 
investigation  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday ; and  they  have  passed  a 
resolution,  and  acted  on  it,  to  form  in  each  district  a Committee  of  investigation, 
consisting  of  the  ex-officio  and  elected  Guardians,  and  three  highest  ratepayers, 
and  holding  a full  meeting  of  the  rate-paying  farmers  before  the  next  Board 
day,  thoroughly  revise  and.  correct  their  books  and  lists. 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  Commissioners  stated  by  me  at  the 
Board  of  the  9th  instant,  stone-breaking  has  been  in  general  operation  in  each 
district  during  the  past  week  and  in  several  instances  has  proved  a test  of 
destitution,  as  shown  by  the  overseers’  lists. 

The  state  of  the  interior  of  the  workhouse  is  very  satisfactory  as  respects 
its  cleanliness,  order,  and  regularity.  The  master  and  matron  are  very  effi- 
cient. I regret  to  say  that  dysentery  is  prevalent,  especially  amongst  the  junior 
inmates. 

In  consequence  of  the  access,  during  the  recent  bad  weather,  of  the  contrac- 
tor’s carts,  workmen,  See.,  employed  on  the  new  buildings,  the  approach,  yards, 
&c.,  are  not  in  as  neat  order  as  they  might  and  shall  be.  I have  drawn  the 
workhouse  master’s  attention  to  the  subject. 

I regret  to  report  that  unavoidable  delay  is  occurring  in  the  application  of 
this  most  efficacious  test,  by  reason  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a suitable 
building  wherein  to  place  the  schools.  The  contractor’s  work  has  been  greatly 
retarded  by  the  unfavourable  weather,  which  made  it  unsafe  to  hurry  the 
building.  In  about  a week  more,  however,  there  will  be  additional  room  in 
the  house  for  90  able-bodied  men. 

I have  recommended  the  Guardians  to  receive  tenders  for  hot-hearths  and 
iron  baking-plates,  and  to  have  bread  made  of  Indian  corn  meal,  baked  in  the 
house.  This  food  alternating  with  that  constantly  used,  would  in  the  opinion 
of  the  medical  officer,  assist  in  arresting  dysentery,  which  he  ascribes  in  some 
measure  to  sourness  of  diet ; whilst  instruction  in  the  art  of  baking  would  be 
most  useful  to  the  able-bodied  female  paupers,  and  a considerable  saving  effected 
in  point  of  expense. 

Much  difficulty  arises  in  cases  of  persons  who  offer  to  surrender  their  land. 
The  landlord,  or  his  agent,  frequently  refuses  to  accept  it,  unless  the  house  be 
thrown  down.  When  this  is  complied  with,  there  is  no  legal  asylum  provided 
for  these  houseless  paupers,  the  workhouse  being  full;  and  they  then  invariably 
flock  into  the  town  of  Ennis,  which  has  occasioned  much  dissatisfaction  to  the 
inhabitants  and  ratepayers  of  the  town. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  22,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  before  the  next  rated  Justices  are  called  on,  a notice 
should  go  to  the  others  requesting  them  to  state  their  willingness,  or  otherwise, 
by  a certain  day,  or  that  they  would  be  considered  as  declining.  I am  to 
request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  cause  the  result  of  such  further  notice 
to  be  communicated  to  the  Commissioners.  With  reference  to  your  remarks 
respecting  difficulty  in  the  relief  of  persons  who  offer  to  surrender  their  land, 
but  which  is  refused  unless  the  house  be  thrown  down,  I am  to  enclose  for  your 
information,  a copy  of  a circular  letter  recently  issued  by  the  Commissioners  on 
the  subject. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners: — February  24,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I attended  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this 
Union  yesterday,  and  regret  to  say  that  much  of  the  business  which  I had 
hoped,  from  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  previous  meeting  of  the  Board,  would 
have  been  transacted,  remains  just  as  it  was,  much  to  the  injury  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Union. 

With  the  exception  of  the  vice-chairman  of  the  Board  (James  Blake  Butler, 
Esq.,  J.P.),  and  perhaps  one  or  two  other  members,  there  is  an  apathetic  indif- 
ference exhibited  by  the  Guardians  generally,  which  impedes  the  Union 
business,  and  to  a great  extent  renders  the  Irish  Poor  Law  Act  inoperative. 

It  is  the  custom  of  the  Guardians  on  each  Board  day,  to  assemble  in  respect- 
able numbers,  as  the  Commissioners  will  have  observed  in  the  copies  of  the 
minutes  forwarded  to  them ; but  so  soon  as  the  particular  object  for  which  each 
member  has  come,  is  disposed  of,  he  goes  away,  and  the  onerous  duties  of  the 
Board,  with  the  entire  and  serious  amount  of  responsibility  attached  to  them, 
are  left  upon  the  vice-chairman,  -who  has  hitherto  discharged  them  at  much 
personal  inconvenience,  remaining  at  the  Board-room  until  a late  hour  in  the 
evening,  &c. 

It  is  matter  of  much  regret  that  additional  workhouse  accommodation  cannot 
be  procured  here,  as  this  efficacious  test  is  much  wanted  in  this  Union. 

Such  of  the  able-bodied  paupers  as  have  hammers  have  been  required  to  work 
at  stone-breaking,  or  forfeit  their  rations.  In  several  instances  they  have 
absented  themselves^ from  the  work.  When  supplied  with  the  requisite  imple- 
ments from  the  depot  of  the  Board  of  Works,  this  description  of  work  shall  in 
every  available  instance  be  enforced. 

There  has  been  a falling  off  in  the  collection  of  last  week,  to  the  amount 
of  620 1. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  the  9th  instant,  lists  of 
defaulters  were  handed  in  by  the  several  rate  collectors,  on  which  appear  the 
names  of  several  persons  whose  rate  should  not  be  now  unpaid.  I have 
called  upon  the  Collectors,  on  pain  of  being  reported  to  the  Commissioners,  to 
use  every  exertion  to  collect  those  rates  by  the  next  Board  day,  and  have  urged 
on  the  Board  to  give  orders  to  their  solicitor  to  take  proceedings  against  the 
several  parties  in  the  event  of  non-payment. 

The  exterior  of  the  workhouse,  the  yards,  walks,  gardens,  &c.,  are  improved 
since  my  last  inspection  of  them,  and  promise  soon  to  be  in  complete  order. 

The  interior  exhibits  its  usual  cleanliness  and  regularity.  The  inmates  are 
kept  constantly  employed.  There  are,  however,  only  seven  able-bodied  men, 
who  with  the  adult  boys  are  usually  employed  at  stone-breaking. 

On  examination  of  the  pupils,  male  and  female,  I regret  to  be  obliged  to 
report  both  schoolmaster  and  mistress  as  far  from  efficient.  The  boys  read 
fairly,  and  have  made  a little  progress  in  arithmetic.  Their  writing  too  is 
pretty  good,  but  they  read  without  understanding,  or  being  instructed  so  as  to 
explain  the  meaning  of  what  they  read.  The  girls  read  indifferently,  and 
evince  few  evidences  of  instruction. 

The  last  visit  of  the  Visiting  Committee  reported  in  the  book,  is  dated 
August,  1847. 

Looking  at  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  Union,  and  the  indisposition  on  the  part 
of  the  Guardians  to  work  them  out  effectively;  considering  that  the  quantity 
of  business  to  be  transacted  would  require  a meeting  of  the  Board  twice,  and  I 
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really  think  three  times  a week  (at  least  during  the  continuance  of  out-door 
relief),  and  the  impossibility  of  procuring  its  attendance  oftener  than  every 
Wednesday  ; it  is  my  opinion  that  unless  the  just  remonstrance  of  the  vice- 
chairman,  again  repeated  yesterday,  accompanied  by  a reiteration  of  his  deter- 
mination to  resign  his  position  on  the  next  Board  day,  be  productive  of  an 
increase  of  zeal  and  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  other  members,  the  affairs 
of  the  Ennis  Union  will  not  be  conducted  with  justice  to  the  ratepayers,  or 
satisfaction  to  the  Commissioners,  by  the  present  Board  of  Guardians. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  28,  1S48. 

With  reference  to  your  statement  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  duties 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  are  performed,  and  your  opinion  that  unless  the 
remonstrance  of  the  vice-chairman,  (who  has  threatened  to  resign)  be  productive 
of  an  increase  of  zeal  and  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  other  members  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they 
would  be  unwilling,  except  under  circumstances  of  absolute  necessity,  to  super- 
sede the  functions  of  the  Ennis  Board  of  Guardians,  by  the  appointment  of  paid 
officers ; and  the  Commissioners  trust  that  Mr.  Butler,  vice-chairman  of  the 
Board,  will  continue  to  give  the  Union  the  benefit  of  his  valuable  services,  and 
will  be  duly  supported  by.  the  other  Guardians. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Cronvn  : — February  29,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  a resolution  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  Ennis  Union,  on  the  16th  instant,  calling  attention  to  the  Com- 
missioners’ order  of  the  4th  ultimo,  (which  will  expire  on  the  4th  proximo,) 
authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  with  a view  to  its  renewal ; and 
I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  a copy  of  the  order  in 
question,  and  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  specially  to  the 
Commissioners  after  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  of  Guardians  on  to-morrow,  as 
to  the  necessity  of  renewing  the  order  for  any  and  what  period,  or  of  issuing 
any  modification  of  the  present  order. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners  in  reply  -.—March  1,  1848. 

I beg  to  say  it  will  be  necessary  to  renew  said  order  for  two  months, 
and  respectfully  request  the  renewed  permission  may  be  in  the  possession  of 
the  clerk  of  the  Union  on  the  4th  instant. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  3,  1S48. 

I am  directed  to  state  that  the  order  remains  in  force  until  the  4th 
instant  inclmive ; and  an  order  will  be  issued  by  to-morrow’s  post  authorizing 
0UJpi  °0^,  re^e*  f°r  a further  period,  to  expire  on  the  18th  instant. 

rhe  Commissioners  await  your  reply  to  their  circular  letter  of  yesterday’s 
date  on  this  subject. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners. 

1 ..  , 1 HyE  ^e1,hono“r  to  forward,  for  information  of  the  Commissioners,  a 

tetter  train  f)r.  Cullman,  medical  officer  of  the  Ennis  world, ouse,  in  answer  to 
inqiunes  Iron,  me,  as  to  whether  he  would  sanction  the  admission  to  the  house  of 
4UU  paupers  more  than  it  now  contains. 

,,  lie  opinion  of  the  master,  an  intelligent,  careful,  and  experienced  officer, 
that  this  additional  number  of  inmates  might  safely  be  admitted.  Several  of  the. 
mem  >ers  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  hold  a similar  opinion ; and  my  own  examina- 
tion of  the  capabilities  of  the  house  leads  me  also  to  think,  that  no  danger  would 
be  incurred  by  increasing  the  number  of  inmates  from  the  present  800  to  the 
amount  proposed,  viz.  1000. 
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I am  most  anxious  that  the  amount  of  pauperism  in  the  Ennis  Union  shall  be 
tested  by  every  possible  means,  and  particularly  by  those  of  the  workhouse,  before 
the  period  arrives  for  estimating  the  expenditure  of  the  Union  for  the  next  six 
months ; and  I therefore  respectfully  request  the  Commissioners  will  inform  me 
whether  they  will  sanction  the  admission  of  200  more  paupers  to  the  workhouse. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Cullinan  to  Mr.  Cronyn  : — February  29,  1848. 

I have  already  expressed  my  concurrence,  in  the  opinion  entertained  by  our  Board  of 
Guardians,  to  which  your  inquiries  refer,  viz.,  that  a greater  amount  of  evil  will  arise  from  the 
indiscriminate  and  absolute  exclusion  of  all  applicants  for  admission  to  the  workhouse  beyond 
800,  than  would  result  from  the  temporary  admission  of  1000  inmates.  When  I stated  to  the 
Commissioners  that  injury  to  the  health  of  the  paupers  would  arise  from  overcrowding,  my 
observation  was  uot  specially  applicable  to  the  circumstances  of  this  workhouse;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  facilities  enjoyed  by  us  for  the  immediate  removal  of  all  cases  of  acute  disease  or  fever,- 
would  justify  the  straining  to  the  very  utmost  limits  which  from  experience  the  Commissioners 
find  to  be  consistent  with  safety,  the  accommodation  aft'ovded  by  this  workhouse.  The  great 
attention  to  cleanliness  and  proper  ventilation  enforced  by  the  master  ancl  his  subordinates, 
would  render  any  trial  on  this  subject  less  dangerous  than  if  such  care  was  uot  adopted. 


Reply  to  tlie  foregoing: — March  9,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  lo  state,  that  the  propriety  of  admitting 
a greater  number  than  800  into  the  workhouse  lias  been  considered  by  the  Com- 
missioners on  several  occasions,  the  Guardians  having  several  times  brought  the 
subject  before  them ; and  the  Commissioners  enclose  for  your  information  a copy 
of  a letter  which  they  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  29th  January 
last,  in  which  their  deliberate  views  on  the  subject  are  expressed. 

Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Guardians  : — January  29,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  a resolution  contained  in  minutes  of 
proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Ennis  Union  on  the  19th  instant,  requesting  the. 
Commissioners  to  extend  the  admissions  to  the  workhouse  to  1000,  and  stating  that  this  may 
be  safely  done  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  medical  officer  in  his  report  of  1st  December. 

In  reference  to  this  resolution  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  they  have 
again  referred  to  the  medical  officer’s  report  of  the  1st  December.  That  report,  merely  states, 
that  on  a pressing  emergency  the  admission  of  paupers  may  be  extended  to  1000,  without 
serious  risk  of  propagating  disease ; and  that  assuming  the  crowding  of  the  house  would  be 
only  temporary,  he  considers  the  inconvenience  and  injury  likely  to  result  therefrom  will  be 
much  less  than  the  total  exclusion  of  all  applicants  from  admission.  Now,  as  the  medical 
officer  in  this  report  evidently  contemplates  some  inconvenience  and  injury  as  likely  to  result 
from  extending  the  number  of  admissions,  and  as  the  Guardians  have  full  power  under  the 
Commissioners’  order  of  the  4th  instant,  to  administer  out-door  relief  to  all  classes  of  destitute 
poor  persons  in  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  would  not  feel  themselves  warranted  in  acceding 
to  the  wishes  of  the  Guardians  in  this  respect. 

. The  Commissioners  desire  to  add,  that  on  the  6th  December  (subsequently  to  the  date  of 
the  report  above  referred  to)  they  received  a communication  from  the  medical  officer,  in  which 
he  stated  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  made  by  the  Commissioners,  that  in  his  opinion  1000  inmates 
might  be  received  into  the  workhouse  temporarily,  and  under  the  pressure  of  a great  emergency, 
without  danger  of  propagating  or  creating  dangerous  contagious  or  infectious  diseases,  but  cer- 
tainly not  without  material  detriment  to  the  health  of  the  inmates  generally. 

The  opinion  here  expressed  is  in  accordance  with,  and  borne  out  by,  the  general  experience 
of  the  Commissioners;  and  they  trust  that  the  Guardians  will  see  that  in  again  declining  to 
extend  the  number  that  may  be  admitted  into  the  workhouse,  the  Commissioners  are  actuated 
solely  by  a consideration  of  what  they  believe  to  be  their  duty  in  the  matter;  and  they  desire 
to  assure  the  Guardians  that,  could  they  satisfy  themselves  that  the  extension  desired  could  be 
made  without  injury  to  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  it  would  afford  them  much  pleasure  to 
comply  with  the  Guardians’  request. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  tbe  Commissioners  : — March  2,  1848. 

I attended  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday, 
at  which  there  was  a full  attendance,  and  a disposition  evinced  to.  carry  out  more 
zealously  than  heretofore  tbe  instructions  of  the  Commissioners,  and  the  letter  ot 
the  Irish  Poor  Laws;  some  of  the  Guardians  remaining  with  the  chairman  and 
me  until  eight  o’clock,  p.m.,  for  the  purpose  of  leaving  no  business  unfinished. 
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I read  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  and  Mr.  Blake  Butler* 
vice-chairman,  and  most  of  the  other  Guardians  present,  expressed  their  willingness 
to  continue,  for  a time  at  least,  to  exercise  their  functions  at  the  Board. 

The  workhouse  is  kept  in  a cleanly  and  regular  manner.  There  are  numerous 
though  not  increasing  cases  of  dysentery ; and  as  yet  the  check  to  it  intended 
through  the  agency  of  Indian  corn  meal  bread  has  not  been  tried.  No  tenders 
for  supplying  metal  baking  plates  and  the  other  requisite  apparatus  having  been 
sent  in,  though  advertised  for,  the  Board  have  ordered  another  advertisement  to  be 
inserted  in  a more  widely  circulating  newspaper. 

The  new  shed,  which  when  available  will  give  additional  workhouse  accom- 
modation for  90  inmates,  I inspected  accompanied  by  the  architect  and  contractor, 
and  they  have  assured  me  that  it  will  be  ready  for  use  in  a week  from  this  time. 

I have  succeeded  after  much  argument  in  inducing  the  Board  to  support  out 
of  the  workhouse  90  of  the  present  inmates  who  could  be  best  discharged,  and 
the  room  thus  obtained  will  prove,  I confidently  expect,  an  effective  means  of 
thinning  the  out-door  relief  lists. 

Much  difficulty  exists  in  applying  the  stone-breaking  test  vigorously.  The 
stewards  are  quite  afraid,  in  this  Union  at  least,  to  exact  the  due  return  of  labour, 
and  excuses  have  been  made  that  the  implements  expected  from  the  Board  of 
Works  have  not  yet  been  supplied.  Wherever  the  stewards  have  done  their  duty 
the  test  has  proved  a good  one. 

I have  used  every  exertion  to  induce  the  Guardians  to  adopt  the  system  of 
cooked  food  ; read  to  them  the  Commissioners’  circular  and  Mr.  Bromley’s  report 
on  the  subject,  as  well  as  stated  to  them  the  result  of  my  own  experience  of  its 
benefits  as  a nutriment,  and  efficacy  as  a test,  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act, 
but  the  Guardians  are  resolutely  opposed  to  it,  on  the  ground  of  the  difficulty 
attending  its  working  in  so  thickly-peopled  a Union  as  this  ; the  insecurity  to, 
which  the  porridge  kitchens  would  be  liable,  and  the  increase  of  expense  of 
additional  staff. 

Finding  that  the  Guardians  and  rate-payers  of  the  several  districts  will  not  of 
themselves  revise  the  lists,  and  strike  off’  the  names  of  parties  not  entitled  to  be 
recipients  of  out-door  relief ; I have  notified  my  intention  of  going  to  the  different 
districts  in  turn,  and  inviting  the  rate-payers  to  meet  me  and  assist  me  in  thinning 
the  lists — a plan  I successfully  adopted  already  in  two  electoral  districts. 

There  is  an  evidence  of  an  increase  of  activity  on  the  part  of  the  relieving 
officers  generally  ; some  of  them,  however,  I have  had  occasion  to  censure  and 
threaten  to  report ; and  one  I have  already  represented  to  the  Commissioners  as 
quite  unfit  to  be  continued  in  his  situation,  viz.,  Daniel  Hastings,  relieving  officer 
of  Clonlea  electoral  district. 

Some  of  the  rate  collectors  are  using  fair  exertions  to  get  the  rate  collected. 
Three  of  them  have  not  been  sufficiently  active,  and  have  shown  a disposition  to 
favouritism.  The  near  approach  of  the  time,  however,  for  making  a new  rate, 
makes  it  advisable  not  to  remove  them  before  the  25th  instant,  but  insist  upon 
their  making  good  the  collection,  and.  then  coming  on  their  securities  for  the 
balance  uncollected. 

1 have  already  reported  the  neeessity  for  a two  months’  renewal  of  the  Com- 
missioners’ sealed  order,  which  will  expire  on  the  4th  instant. 

Much  difficulty  exists  in  cases  where  two  or  more  members  of  a family  are  the 
joint  occupiers  of  a farm.  It  frequently  happens  that  one  of  them  offers  to 
surrender  his  portion  to  the  landlord,  which  is  of  course  refused  unless  they  all 
surrender.  The  person  so  rejected  then  applies  for  out-door  relief,  which, 
according  to  the  law  as  explained  by  J.  Henn,  Esq.,  Q.C.,  he  would  appear  to  be 
entitled  to ; his  portion  of  the  land  meantime  is  worked  by  the  other  members  of 
the  family,  joint  occupiers  with  him,  for  their  individual  or  mutual  benefit. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  7,  1848. 

W ith  reference  to  your  statement,  that  the  Guardians  are  resolutely 
opposed  to  the  introduction  of  cooked  food,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that 
they  rely  upon  your  again  pressing  upon  the  Guardians  the  advantages  of  the 
system,  as  proved  by  experience  wherever  it  has  been  fairly  tried,  and  upon  your 
endeavouring  to  convince  the  Guardians  that  the  difficulties  which  they  anticipate 
are  not  so  great  as  they  imagine,  and  may  be  surmounted  in  this  case  as  they  have 
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in  other  cases  by  energy  and  determination.  It  will  be  proper  also  to  explain  to 
the  Board  of  Guardians  that  the  Commissioners  are  required  by  the  3rd  section  of 
the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act  to  regulate  and  determine  the  kind  of  relief  to  be 
given  out  of  the  workhouse  ; and  that  the  Guardians  and  their  officers  shall 
administer  such  relief  suoject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Commissioners ; 
that  one  of  the  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Commissioners  in  regard  to  the 
administration  of  relief  to  the  able-bodied  is,  that  such  relief  shall,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, be  gi  ven  in  cooked  food  ; and  that  it  follows  therefore  that  relief  given  to 
the  able-bodied  otherwise  than  in  cooked  food  will  be  absolutely  illegal,  unless  it 
can  be  shown  that  it  was  impracticable  to  administer  it  in  that  shape.  The 
Commissioners  do  not  however  prohibit  the  administration  of  relief  in  uncooked 
food  until  the  arrangements  for  issuing  the  food  in  a cooked  shape  are  made,  but 
•they  trust  that  the  Guardians  will  see,  from  the  above  statement,  that  it  is  their 
duty  to  take  immediate  steps  for  carrying  out  the  Commissioners’  regulation  in 
this  respect. 

The  Commissioners  are  not  aware  of  the  numbers  on  the-out-door  relief  lists,  the 
.clerk  having  omitted  to  supply  them  with  the  usual  statistical  information  (to 
which  omission  the  Commissioners  have  called  his  attention),  but  they  think  that 
the  circumstance  that  the  cooked  food  system  has  not  hitherto  been  adopted,  and 
that  the  workhouse  has  not  (as  appears  from  your  statement,  that  you  have  with 
difficulty  prevailed  upon  the  Guardians  to  discharge  90  of  the  present  inmates) 
been  made  so  extensively  available  as  it  might  be  for  the  relief  of  the  able-bodied, 
should  be  taken  into  account  in  considering  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to 
continue  the  present  out-door  relief  order  for  any  further  period  beyond  the  18th 
instant.  The  neglect  to  revise  the  relief  lists  should  also  be  considered  with  the 
same  view. 

With  reference  to  the  difficulty  in  the  application  of  the  10th  section  of  the 
Irish  Relief  Extension  Act  in  cases  of  joint  occupancy,  I am  to  state  that  the  case 
referred  to  by  you  would  seem  to  involve  a question  of  fact,  and  would  be  a proper 
subject  for  the  decision  of  the  Guardians.  As  far  as  the  Commissioners  can  form 
an  opinion  respecting  the  facts  as  detailed  byyou.it  seems  to  them  that  in  this 
particular  instance  the  joint  tenant  has  not  ceased  bond  fide  to  occupy  the  land. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners: — March  8,  1848. 

I arrived  here  late  last  night  from  Ennistymou,  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tending the  Ennis  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  and  I have  been  engaged  in 
transacting  the  business  of  the  Board  in  company  with  James  Blake  Butler,  Esq., 
J.P.,  Vice-Chairman,  who  remained  with  me,  after  all  the  other  Guardians  had 
left,  until  8 o’clock,  p.m. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Singleton,  for  dissolving  the  Board  and  requesting  the  Com- 
missioners to  appoint  Vice-Guardians  instead,  was  brought  forward  by  that 
gentleman,  and  considerable  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject  stated.  On  my 
impressing  on  the  Guardians  the  unwillingness  of  the  Commissioners  to  supersede 
their  functions,  the  confidence  the  Commissioners  had  in  them,  and  the  hope  they 
expressed  that  Mr.  Butler  would  continue  to  give  his  valuable  services  to  the 
Union,  assisted  by  the  zealous  co-operations  of  his  fellow-Guardians,  an  amend- 
ment to  the  motion  was  carried  by  a large  majority,  that  the  question  of  dissolution 
be  postponed  until  the  second  meeting  of  the  newly-elected  Board  of  Guardians, 
and  that  in  the  meantime  increased  exertions  be  made  by  the  different  members  of 
the  Board  to  carry  out  effectively  the  provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  in  this  Union. 
Mr.  Blake  Butler,  however,  to  whose  most  efficient  services  and  untiring  zeal  the 
Union  is  so  much  indebted,  declared  the  intention  of  which  he  had  previously 
given  notice,  that  he  should  not  again  occupy  the  chair,  finding  it  imposeible,  con- 
sistently with  his  other  avocations,  to  devote  the  time  to  the  business  of  the  Union 
which  he  considers  to  be  necessary  to  the  careful  discharge  of  it,  but  promising  to 
give  the  Board  all  the  assistance  in  his  power. 

The  retirement  of  Mr.  Butler  from  the  chair  of  this  Board  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
death-blow  to  its  efficiency. 

With  reference  to  the  Commissioners’  letter,  dated  the  7th  instant,  in  reply  to 
my  report  on  the  refusal  of  the  Guardians  to  introduce  cooked  food,  I have  to  state 
that  I again  this  day  pressed  on  the  Board  the  advantage  of  this  description  of 
relief,  and  the  illegality,  as  pointed  out  by  the  Commissioners  under  the  3rd 
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section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  of  continuing  to  give  any  other  lcind. 
The  Guardians  expressed  their  willingness  to  conform  in  every  way  to  the  strict 
letter  of  the  law  and  instructions  of  the  Commissioners,  but  still  maintained  that 
“wetted  meal”  or  “cooked  food,”  with  the  present  staff  of  relieving  officers, 
would,  in  so  large  and  populous  a Union  as  this,  be  impracticable  ; at  the  same 
time  they  declared  their  readiness  to  adopt  cooked  food  provided  the  Commis- 
sioners would  sanction  the  appointment  of  a relieving  officer  to  each  electoral 
division. 

I cannot  report  this  week  any  perceptible  good  arising  from  the  stone-breaking 
test : whether  it  be  that  the  stewards,  owing  to  intimidation,  do  not  exact  the  due 
amount  of  labour  of  this  kind,  I cannot  say,  but  certainly  the  lists  have  not  been 
much  thinned  thereby  this  week. 

I have  resolutely  refused  to  permit  any  other  kind  of  work,  though  much  im- 
portuned by  several  Guardians,  ex-officio  and  elected,  to  permit  the  unfinished 
roads,  commenced  under  the  Labour  Rate  Act,  to  be  put  in  useful  order. 

The  workhouse  test  has  proved  most  effective.  Room  for  90  inmates  being 
last  week  made,  offers  of  admission  to  that  number  of  able-bodied  were  tendered, 
and  only  24  accepted. 

I have  no  doubt  that  next  week  a much  larger  reduction  will  be  obtained  by  this 
means. 

I have  remonstrated  more  than  once  with  the  clerk  of  the  Union  on  his  want  of 
activity  in  obtaining  the  returns  necessary  for  filling  the  different  forms  required  by 
the  Commissioners  within  a reasonable  time.  I have  more  particularly  found 
fault  with  him  for  not  being  in  a position  to  use  the  new  form  of  minutes,  which 
be  promises  shall  not  occur  again.  He  complains  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  the 
particulars  often  required  from  relieving  officers  and  rate  collectors,  whose  inatten- 
tion has  been  more  apparent  during  my  absence  from  the  office  this  last  week, 
whilst  on  temporary  duty  at  Ennistymon. 

I much  regret  to  say  that  the  prospects  of  cultivation  in  this  part  of  the  country 
are  not  of  a cheering  kind.  There  lias  been  very  little  wheat  sown,  and  as  yet  but 
very  limited  preparation  for  an  oat  crop.  There  is  a general  disposition  to  "try  the 
potato  largely  again  ; and  I am  informed,  by  competent  authority,  that  a good 
breadth  of  the  soil  will  be  this  season  occupied  with  it.  Still  much  laud,  from 
which  a pauper  tenantry  has  been  ejected,  will  lie  untilled  and  useless. 

I shall  proceed  to-morrow  morning  to  resume  my  duties  as  Temporary  Vice- 
Guardian  of  Ennistymon  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  14,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  introduction  of  the  cooked  food  system  in  adminisr 
teriug  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  Ennis  Union,  and  to  the  expressed 
willingness  of  the  Guardians  to  adopt  that  system,  provided  the  Commissioners 
would  sanction  the  appointment  of  a relieving  officer  to  each  electoral  division,  I 
am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  sanction  the  appointment  of  such  a staff  as 
in  your  opinion  is  absolutely  necessary  for  carrying  out  the  system  of  cooked  food, 
and  requiring  at  least  eight  hours  labour  every  day  from  each  able-bodied  pauper 
■as  a condition  of  relief.  ' 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  8,  184S. 

The  . amount  of  unquestionable  distress  in  the  Ennis  Union  will  require 
the  continuance  of  out-door  relief  beyond  the  18th  instant,  although  I have  every 
reason  to  believe  to  a much  less  extent  than  at  present.  ' 

A considerable  number  of  able-bodied  men  hitherto  recipients  of  out-door  relief, 
have  been  struck  off  during  the  last  week,  having  refused  the  asylum  offered  them 
in  the  workhouse.  1 

By  the  arrangement  reported  by  me  as  having  been  made  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Guardians  on  the  1st  instant,  whereby  workhouse  accommodation  for  90  able- 
bodied  men  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board,  a very  satisfactory  test  of 
destitution  was  apphed  only  24  of  those  to  whom  the  provision  in  the  house  was 
offered  having  accepted  thereof. 

The  continued  wetness  of  the  season,  and  consentient  backwardness  of  spring 
culture,  will,  when  the  weather  permits,  cause  labour  to  be  of  course  in  good 
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demand ; still  the  result  of  every  inquiry  I have  made  leads  me  to  think  that  a good 
deal  of  able-bodied  destitution  will  be  found  to  exist  even  at  the  time  that  it  would 
be  reasonable  to  expect  all  such  to  be  absorbed  by  the  ordinary  agricultural 
business. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  11,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  the  Commissioners 
whether  the  state  of  the  Union  is  such  that  the  provisions  of  the  accompanying 
order  to  Listowel  Union  could  be  carried  into  effect. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  under  that  order,  single  men,  and  men  with  only  two 
children,  would  be  thrown  on  their  own  resources. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  14,  1848. 

In  reply  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  1 1th  instant,  I have  to  state 
that  from  the  amount  of  able-bodied  labour  in  this  Union,  for  which  there  is  as 
yet  no  demand,  owing  to  the  interruption  of  the  usual  spring  business,  caused  by 
the  continued  wetness  of  the  season  ; and  from  the  existence  of  considerable 
distress  in  the  Union,  I am  of  opinion  (concurred  in  by  some  of  the  best  informed 
of  the  ex-officio  Guardians,  including  the  late  Vice-Chairman,  Mr.  B.  Butler,)  that 
the  refusing  of  out-door  relief,  after  the  18th  instant,  to  able-bodied  single  men 
and  able-bodied  men  with  only  two  children,  would  be  premature. 

I would,  at  the  same  time,  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Commissioners  to  issue 
their  sealed  order  for  the  continuance,  as  at  present  in  this  Union,  of  oul-door 
relief  until  the  25th  instant ; and  in  the  meantime  the  most  strenuous  exertions 
shall  be  made  for  removing  (as  far  as  it  may  be  possible)  from  off  the  relief  lists, 
persons  belonging  to  the  two  classes  whom  the  Commissioners  propose  should  be 
thrown  on  their  own  resources. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  16,  1848. 

I AM  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  directed  that  the  order  for  out 
door  relief  be  renewed  until  the  25th  instant,  as  you  recommend. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  to  the 
Commissioners,  if  possible,  by  the  post  of  the  22ud  instant,  (the  next  day  of 
meeting  of  the  Guardians),  stating  what  further  order  you  recommend,  if  any. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  by  the  time  the  renewed  order  has  expired,  the 
Guardians  will  be  prepared  to  receive  an  order  similar  to  that  issued  to  Listowel, 
or  a still  further  modification  of  the  existing  order. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  1 6,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I yesterday  attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  of 
whom  (with  the  exception  of  those  ex-officio)  there  wras  as  usual  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  proceedings  a good  number  present ; Doctor  Healy,  an 
elected  Guardian,  in  the  chair. 

The  Board  is  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  necessity  exists  for  continuing 
out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  this  Union  for  the  present. 

For  the  last  fortnight  every  exertion  has  been  used  to  detect  imposition — 
the  labour  and  workhouse  tests  in  many  instances  successfully  applied  ; still  in 
the  face  of  these  facts,  the  numbers  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  are  increasing ; 
the  new  applications  in  most  districts  exceeding  the  number  of  able-bodied 
removed  from  them,  and  the  weekly  cost  of  external  relief. 

On  the  26th  February,  viz.,  . . . ,£599  15  7 

Compared  with  that  on  4th  March  . . 623  1 3 

Show's  an  increase  of  , . . 23  5 8 

I again  impressed  on  the  attention  of  the  Board,  the  necessity  of  compliance 

4 M 
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with  the  directions  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject  of  issuing  cooked 
food,  and  read  the  Commissioners’  letter  setting  forth  the  illegality  of  any 
other. 

The  Guardians  are  anxious  to  carry  out  the  Commissioners’  instructions. 

On  a full  consideration  and  discussion  of  the  subject,  it  was  the  conviction  of 
all  present,  that  in  order  to  issue  even  steeped  meal,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
appoint  a relieving  officer  to  each  electoral  division,  and  in  that  of  Ennis  a 
“ cooked  food  or  wetted  meal  distributor.” 

At  present  each  relieving  officer  (three  excepted)  has  under  his  charge  a 
district  comprising  two  electoral  divisions.  In  these  there  are  not  less  than 
two,  sometimes  three,  food  depots. 

The  number  of  recipients  is  so  large  that  it  takes  a whole  day  at  each  of 
these  to  issue  the  supply  of  meal  for  one  week.  Thus,  in  every  instance,  two 
days,  and  in  some  three,  are  occupied  in  distributing  a week’s  rations. 

The  relieving  officer  requires  one  day  in  the  week  for  making  up  his 
accounts.  He  is  obliged  to  attend  at  the  workhouse  on  two  days  in  each  week, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  his  accounts  examined  and  checked  by  the  clerk,  and 
of  submitting  them  to,  and  receiving  his  instructions  from,  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians at  their  weekly  meeting.  Thus  five,  and  in  some  cases  six,  days  are 
accounted  for.  The  officer  has,  therefore,  no  time  to  devote  to  what  is  not  the 
least  important  part  of.  his  duty,  viz.,  visiting  the  homes,  and  making  himself 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  several  applicants.  Therefore,  in 
order  to  apply  the  cooked  food  or  wetted  meal  test,  a relieving  officer  for  each 
electoral  division  "would,  in  my  opinion,  be  necessary. 

I have  obtained  permission  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  introduce  cocoa 
as  an  article  of  diet  in  the  house.  Besides  the  advantages  arising  on  the  score 
°r  mi  ’ -fr’om  variety  of  diet,  a considerable  saving  is  expected  in  the  article 
of  milk,  a commodity  always  expensive  at  this  time  of  year. 

Orders  have  been  given  to  Messrs.  Harrison  and  Lee,  of  Limerick,  for 
fitting  up  hot  plates  for  baking ; when  completed,  Indian  meal  bread  and  cocoa 
will  constitute  one  meal  for  the  paupers. 

I brought  before  the  Guardians  the  necessity  which  I believe  to  exist  for 
« if1’/01 ,use  accommodation  for  this  Union.  There  is  no  fever  hospital 
attached  to  the  workhouse.  All  fever  patients  are  sent  to  the  county  hospital, 
situated  outside  this  town. 

, ™s  has  been  frequently  made  subject  of  complaint  by  the  grand  jury,  and 
at  the  last  assizes  a question  was  proposed  requiring  that  payment  should  be 
demanded  for  the  admission  of  each  workhouse  patient,  which  question  was 
a,  sma11  majority-  Whenever  a workhouse  patient  is  dismissed 

m the  hospital,  a strong  feeling  exists  against  his  immediate  re-admission  to 
the  workhouse,  fears  being  entertained  of  his  still  bearing  about  with  him 
rnrwTj  ^ *1““  the  m ^ has  found  the  greatest  difficulty  in  pro- 
have  offevef111”  *be  pauper  > s0  8reat  is  the  apprehension  the  lower  orders 

iroJdhlnrda^n^'i0ifnS*tIl/,W0rkll0aSe  buddings,  about  eight  statute  acres  of 
fenants  afwilf  * °Ut  °f  lease’  “d  now  occupied  by  two  or  three  cottiers  as 

of ' ™erS  W°uld  permit  the  Guardians  to  rent  this  land,  a house 
tothS  wXkhn„£Ter  P a might-  at  m Sreat  exPense»  to  erected,  and 
cmarrv  on°fhe°snot  "'“ommodation  if  approved  of.  There  is  an  excellent 
advantages  T*  °ther  materials  easily  procurable.  Besides  these 

house  ‘ rtfe’emT  flve  *?  S7e?  ac[?  might  he  cultivated  for  the  benefit  of  the 
youths  iu  husbandr™  °f  ^ able'bodled  “mates,  and  the  instruction  of  the 

ass^tont^master  ba -better  performed  than  the  duties  of  master  and  matron, 
tenance  ofthisestabUsh^  atT°“'  “ the  government  and  cleanly  main- 
The  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  are  alone  inefficient, 
n ft b v Gnt  Board  of  Public  Works,  are  now  in  the  hands 

general  operating  to till Union”' d' barrowing,  and  breaking,  in 

StilleXllibit  na,nes  Par^es  whose  rate  should  not  be  now 
GUa,di“S’  natwi“ing  that  lists  of 
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The  collectors  last  week  did  not  make  the  anticipated  amount  of  lodgments. 
Some  of  them  have  used  fair  exertion,  and  two  were  severely  beaten  in  attempt- 
ing to  resist  a rescue  of  cattle  they  had  seized. 

Looking  at  the  existing  amount  of  destitution  in  the  Ennis  Union,  I much 
fear  that  in  some  of  the  poorer  electoral  divisions,  the  exigencies  of  the  next 
six  months  will  require  the  imposition  of  a very  heavy  rate. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  22,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  necessity  for  continuing  the  authority  to  admi- 
nister out-door  relief  under  the  2nd  section,  the  Commissioners  await  your 
report  after  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  to-morrow,  and  if  it  should  still 
appear  to  the  Guardians  and  to  yourself  that  it  is  necessary  to  continue  the 
present  order,  the  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  renew  it  for  a short 
period,  in  the  hope  that  at  the  expiration  of  such  further  period,  it  may  be 
found  practicable  to  modify  it  with  a view  to  its  subsequent  suspension. 

The  Commissioners  are  anxious  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Guardians  as  far  as 
possible,  and  to  afford  them  every  facility  for  administering  relief  in  cooked  food, 
and  they  will  therefore  sanction  the  appointment  of  a relieving  officer  for  each 
electoral  division  as  proposed,  on  the  understanding  that  the  system  is  to  be  at 
once  effectually  carried  into  operation;  and  the  Commissioners  feel  convinced 
that  notwithstanding  the  additional  expense  which  may  be  entailed  upon  the 
Union  by  the  increased  staff,  it  will  be  found  in  the  long  run  that  the  system  is 
more  economical  than  that  which  has  hitherto  been  acted  on  in  Ennis  Union, 
by  rendering  the  relief  less  attractive,  and  therefore  less  likely  to  be  fraudu- 
lently sought  after  by  those  who  are  not  really  destitute. 

At  the  same  time,  as  the  number  of  relieving  officers  will  now  he  very  large, 
and  the  districts  small  (the  average  population  of  the  districts  being  very  little 
more  than  4000),  the  Commissioners  think  thatthe  Guardians  should  make 
their  arrangements  with  a view  to  a future  consolidation  of  some  of  the  districts, 
and  a reduction  in  the  number  ol  the  relieving  officers  by  removing  such  of 
them  as  shall  have  been  found  least  efficient,  when  the  out-door  relief  to  able- 
bodied  is  discontinued,  and  the  pressure  of  destitution  is  not . so  great  as  at 
present. 

You  will  be  so  good  as  to  confer  with  the  Board  of  Guardians  as  to  the 
salaries  to  be  allowed  to  the  relieving  officers  under  the  new  arrangement,  and 
in  doing  so  you  will  bear  in  mind  the  general  views  stated  in  the  Commis 
sioners’  Circular  Letter  of  the  16th  July  last,  (a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed). 

The  Commissioners  will  readily  co-operate  with  the  Board  of  Guardians  in 
obtaining  additional  workhouse  accommodation,  and  a fever  hospital  as  you 
propose ; and  they  would  not  object  to  additional  land  being  taken  for  the 
purpose ; such  land,  however,  must’  be  conveyed  to  the  Commissioners,  and 
they  will  require  in  the  first  instance  that  the  title  be  examined  by  their  legal 
adviser.  The  Commissioners  do  not  encourage  the  taking  of  land  for  the 
purpose  of  employing  the  able-bodied  paupers  in  cultivating  it,  experience 
having  shown  that  such  a course  is  unadvisable.  It  is  very  desirable,  however, 
that  arrangements  should  be  made  to  enable  the  pauper  children  to  receive 
instruction  in  field  labour,  and  the  Commissioners  will  readily  co-operate  in 
the  purchase  or  hiring  of  land  to  be  occupied  with  the  workhouse  for  this 
purpose. 

The  Commissioners  request  you  will  again  urge  upon  the  Guardians  the 
great  importance  of  appointing  a Visiting  Committee  who  will  act. 

The  Commissioners  presume  that  the  collectors,  who  you  state  were  beaten 
in  attempting  to  resist  a rescue  of  cattle  seized  for  poor-rate,  have  sworn  the 
necessary  informations  before  the  magistrates  with  a view  to  proceedings  being 
taken  against  the  parties  concerned  in  the  rescue. 

Commissioners  will  feel  obliged  by  your  procuring  and  forwarding  to 
tnem  a list  of  the  Guardians  who  you  state  have  not  paid  their  rates;  and  they 
desire  to  add,  that  however  unwilling  the  Commissioners  may  be  to  supersede 
the  Ennis  Board  of  Guardians,  the  fact  of  any  considerable  number  of  their 
body  having  been  allowed  to  remain  in  arrear  with  their  poor-rates,  coupled 
with  the  want  of  attention  to  the  other  ordinary  duties  of  the  Board,  which  the 
Commissioners  regret  to  find  has  to  some  extent  existed  in  Ennis  Union,  would, 
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in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  form  sufficient  ground  to  justify  them  in 
adopting  that  course.  As,  however,  a new  election  of  Guardians  is  now  about 
to  take  place,  the  Commissioners  trust  that  the  new  Board  will  enter  upon  the 
discharge  of  their  important  duties  in  such  a spirit  as  will  tend  to  the  benefit 
both  of  the  rate-payers  and  the  destitute  poor,  and  will  render  a resort  to  the 
extreme  measure  of  dissolving  the  new  Board  unnecessary. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  22,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  in  reply  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the 
16th  instant,  that  I have  this  instant  had  a conference  with  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, who  are  still  sitting  on  the  subject  of  the  application  to  this  Union  of  the 
sealed  order  issued  to  the  Listowel  Union;  and  the  Guardians  are  of  opinion, 
in  which  I concur,  that  the  result  of  the  operation  of  the  workhouse  test  during 
the  last  10  days  upon  the  two  classes  alluded  to  therein,  will  fully  justify  the 
application  of  a similar  order  to  this  Union. 

The  Guardians  are  of  opinion,  in  which  I concur,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to 
continue  the  order  in  this  modified  form  for  one  month  longer  ; and  the  Guar- 
dians have  commissioned  me  to  state  that  in  the  meantime  they  will  adopt  the 
most  strenuous  exertions  to  render  the  order  then  no  longer  necessary,  or  at  all 
events  in  a very  greatly  modified  form. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  23,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  order  for  the  continuance  of  out-door  relief 
will  be  issued  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Guardians. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners: — Marches,  1848. 


I attended  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yestcr 
day,  at  which  there  was  a full  attendance  of  members,  ex-officio  and  elected, 
notwithstanding  that  the  day  was  very  unfavourable,  and  many  had  to  come  a 
long  distance.  I attribute  this  to  the  interest  all  had  in  considering  the  ques- 
tion  of  the  new  rate,  which  it  was  known  was  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
Board. 

Considerable  discussion  as  to  what  amount  of  new  rate  should  be  declared 
took  place.  An  estimate  calculated  by  the  clerk  as  to  the  probable  expenditure 
of  the  next  six  months  was  submitted  to  the  Board,  and  was  found  to  have 
embraced  every  consideration  necessary  in  computing  such  a calculation.  From 
this  document  it  appeared  that  in  some  electoral  divisions  the  required  rate 
would  be  15s.  in  the  pound ; in  others,  10s.;  in  others,  7s.  Qd .;  and  in  none 
less  than  5s.,  with  the  exception  of  three  electoral  divisions.  The  majority, 
and  certainly  the  most  intelligent  portion  of  the  Guardians,  held,  that  to  declare 
such  rates  as  those  named  would  have  a most  injurious  effect,  and  would  defeat 
altogether  the  object  of  the  Poor  Law. 

The  better  class  of  farmers  (they  alleged)  now  able  with  difficulty  to  pay  the 
present  rate,  would,  on  hearing  of  such  a rate  as  15s.  being  declared,  at  once 
surrender  their  holdings  and  give  up  all  idea  of  tilling;  arguing  that  such  a 
rate,  in  addition  to  the  other  demands  on  them,  would  deprive  them  of  all 
return  for  their  labour. 


. I stl\on§iJy  urged  compliance  with  the  Commissioners’  instructions  as  conveyed 
m their  circular.  No.  239,  accompanying  the  form  to  which  it  applies  I 
pointed  out  the  error  they  would  commit  by  withholding  from  the  Commis- 
sioners the  true  state  of  the  finances  of  their  Union ; its  exigencies  for  the  next 
six  months,  as  nearly  as  they  might  be  estimated,  and  the  false  position  in  which 
their  affairs  would  be  placed  if  they  did  not  comply  with  the  instructions  given. 
The  Guardians  finally  resolved  on  calculating  the  six  months’  expenditure  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Commissioners,  setting  forth  the  several  parti- 
culars required  by  the  form  alluded  to,  but  declaring  for  each  electoral  division 
in  the  Union  a rate  of  2s.  1 \d.  in  the  pound. 

This  they  admit  will  be  quite  inadequate,  but  for  the  reasons  before  stated 
they  would  prefer  striking  another  rate  on  this  one  being  expended,  to  declaring 
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now  a rate  adequate  as  to  amount,  but  which  they  declare  would  never  be  col- 
lected, and  would  besides  exercise  a most  injurious  influence  in  the  Union. 

I had  the  honour  of  stating  in  a former  report  that  having  induced  the  Guar- 
dians to  make  room  in  the  workhouse  for  90,  which  by  further  judicious 
selections  on  the  part  of  the  master  was  increased  to  room  for  180  able-bodied 
persons,  the  officers  of  the  Union  were  in  a position  to  apply  effectively  the 
workhouse  test.  J 

Anticipating  the  Commissioners’  proposition  relative  to  the  single  able-bodied 
and  married  able-bodied  with  not  more  than  two  children,  I on  the  8th  instant 
issued  instructions  to  the  several  relieving  officers  to  refuse  rations  to  those  two 
classes,  and  instead  thereof  to  offer  them  admissions  to  the  workhouse.  The 
lesult  was  that  ol  the  180  vacancies  not  more  than  92  were  at  any  one  time 
filled,  that  those  who  came  into  the  house  at  night  generally  left  it  the  next 
day  or  the  following  one,  and  that  yesterday  morning  there  were  but  40  of 
the  180  on  the  master’s  roll. 

Being  Board-day,  it  was  of  course  to  be  expected  that  the  applications  would 
be  unusually  numerous,  and  accordingly  before  night  50  names  were  added 
to  it. 

I beg  to  lay  before  the  Commissioners  the  result  numerically  of  the  appli- 
cation of  this  test.  1 1 


Number  on  the  out-door  relief  lists: — 

4th  March  . 
11th  March  . 

Heads  of  Families. 

. 8,408 
. 7,725 

Number  of  Recipients  of  Rations. 

19,820 

19,129 

Decrease 

683 

691 

The  nomination  of  additional  relieving  officers  yesterday  will  enable  me  to 
put  the  cooked  food  test  in  operation  without  further  delay. 

Several  cases  have  been  stated  to  me  ol  bartering  the  dry  meal  for  tea, 
tobacco,  &c.,  which  will  thus  be  prevented. 

I have,  when  not  expected,  visited  some  of  the  gangs  of  paupers  employed  in 
stone-breaking.  I found  the  amount  of  work  done  almost  invariably  insufficient. 
The  men  are  in  almost  every  instance  at  work  on  some  one  of  the  roads  left 
unfinished  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works.  They  are  divided  generally  into 
three  parties,  one  quarrying  the  material,  another  conveying  it  to  be  broken, 
and  another  breaking  it.  I found  in  one  or  two  instances  some  persons  em- 
ployed in  completing  the  road- fencing  on  those  unfinished  roads  which  were  for 
want  of  this  almost  impassable ; and  I beg  the  Commissioners  will  inform  me 
if  the  occasional  employment  of  some  of  the  able-bodied  in  this  description  of 
work  be  sanctioned  by  them. 

I regret  to  report  a considerable  amount  of  uncollected  rate,  a large  portion 
of  which  will,  I fear,  have  to  be  carried  forward  as  arrears. 

One  of  the  collectors  being  very  ill  in  fever,  has  made  the  uncollected  sum 
larger  than  it  would  otherwise  have  been.  The  illness  of  this  collector,  too, 
occasions  a great  difficulty  in  the  preparation  of  the  new  rate-books  for  the 
district  in  which  he  collects. 

The  Union  house  requires  nothing  but  painting  to  be  in  a state  of  the  most 
perfect  cleanly  and  efficient  order. 

I beg  to  say  that  I conferred  with  Mr.  Leary,  agent  to  the  proprietor  of  the 
land  adjoining  the  workhouse,  relative  to  the  possibility  of  the  Commissioners’ 
sanctioning  its  being  taken  for  the  purpose  of  building,  & c. 

Mr.  Leary  is  an  elected  Guardian,  and  most  anxious  to  afford  every  assistance 
in  his  capacity  of  agent  in  furthering  the  wishes  of  the  Board  of  Guardians ; 
but  he  states  that  there  would  be  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  possession 
just  now  of  the  land  from  the  present  cottier  holders,  but  that  at  an  advanced 
period  of  the  year  he  has  no  doubt  they  can  begot  rid  of  without  the  attendance 
of  unpleasant  circumstances. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  27,  1848. 

With  regard  to  that  part  of  your  report  in  which  you  -request  to  be 
informed  whether  the  occasional  employment  of  some  of  the  able-bodied  paupers 
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Ennis  Union.  in  completing  road-fencing  would  be  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners,  I am  to 
— ' state  that  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  stone-breaking  only  should  in 

the  first  instance  be  carried  out  to  the  utmost  practicable  extent.  If,  however, 
the  work  done  by  the  paupers  is  as  stated  by  you  “ almost  invariably  insuffi- 
cient,” this  defect  should  be  remedied  with  the  least  possible  delay.  It  would 
seem  to  be  certain  that  there  must  have  been  some  default  of  duty  on  the  part 
either  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  or  of  the  overseers  of  labour,  aiid  it  will  be 
necessary  to  ascertain  with  whom  the  fault  really  lies.  If  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians have  directed  the  overseers  to  require  merely  the  performance  of  a task 
of  work  which  is  insufficient,  the  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  bring 
the  subject  pointedly  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  with  a view 
to  their  issuing  fresh  instructions  on  the  point.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  over- 
seers of  labour  have  not  carried  out  the  instructions  of  the  Guardians,  the  Com- 
missioners would  suggest  that  you  should  make  a formal  report  on  their  conduct 
to  the  Commissioners. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners: — March  30,  1848. 

I attended  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  Saturday 
the  25th  instant,  and  its  regular  weekly  meeting  on  yesterday. 

At  the  former  I regret  to  say  the  principal  object  for  which  the  adjournment 
took  place,  viz , the  signing  the  rate-books,  was  defeated,  owing  to  the  books  not 
being  ready,  notwithstanding  that  additional  assistance  had  been  accorded 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  the  22nd,  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  their  com- 
pletion. 

I think  the  clerk,  by  no  means  an  active  officer,  is  not  blameable  in  this  case, 
he  having  to  my  knowledge  brought  the  subject  of  the  new  rate  and  its  requisite 
preparations  before  the  notice  of  the  Board  more  than  a month  ago.  It  would 
appear  that  the  valuator  has  not  exercised  diligence,  and  that-  the  backward  state 
of  the  books  is  chiefly  owing  to  his  supineness.  But  he  in  his  turn  throws  the 
blame  on  the  collectors,  whom  he  stales  he  was  unable  to  get  to  attend  him,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  him  the  necessary  information  in  reference  to  their  books ; 
they  alleging  that  their  time  was  quite  occupied  in  collecting.  Much  dissatisfac- 
tion is  felt  by  all  occupying  tenants,  whose  gale  day  is  the  25th  March,  at  the 
rate  not  being  made  before  that  date,  as  they  will  have  to  lie  out  of  their  money 
for  nearly  six  months. 

The  Board  have  adopted  the  suggestion  of  the  Commissioners  with  reference 
to  publishing  the  names  of  all  persons  (heads  of  families),  stating  also  the  number 
in  family,  who  are  receiving  out-door  relief ; and  I hope  it  will  be  as  useful  here 
in  detecting  imposition,  as  I understand  it  to  have  been  in  the  neighbouring 
Union  of  Kilrush.  6 b 

. Additional  relieving  officers  having  been  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners,  the 
distributing  of  meal  in  a wetted  state  has  been  already,  commenced,  this  being  the 
first  day.  The  distribution  is  necessarily  not  as  effectively  done  as  it  will  be  in  a 
few  days,  when  the  relieving  officers  and  the  contractor’s  men  acquire  a little 
practice,  and  when  the  depots  shall  have  been  provided  with  the  necessary  vessels 
for  delivering  the  meal  expeditiously. 

I trust  it  may  prove  an  effective  test.  Of  one  thing  I am  certain,  that  already 
it  is  said  to  be  very  much  objected  to. 

The  few  reductions  from  the  lists  attributable  to  the  stone-breaking  test,  and 
my  own  observation  of  the  want  of  activity  on  the  part  of  the  stewards,  whenever' 
J have  visited  any  of  the  gangs,  led  me  to  advise  that  as  the  number  of  stewards 
might  be  now  reduced  by  reason  of  the  striking  off  the  lists  considerable  numbers 
of  the  able-bodied,  and  a large  saving  effected  by  such  reduction,  a head  overseer 
should  be  appointed  at  a liberal  rate  of  pay,  whose  entire  time  should  be  occupied 
in  inspecting  the  different  working  parties,  and  the  overseer  in  charge,  measuring 
the  work  done,  and  reporting  weekly  to  the  Board,  the  result  of  his  inspection. 
I nus.  I think  the  test  may  be  accomplished,  but  I am  sure  it  has  not  been  hitherto 
sufficiently  actively  enforced. 

Knowing  that  the  Guardians  could  know  little  of  the  qualifications  of  the 
person  required  for  this  situation,  and  fearing  that  favouritism,  or  individual 
interest  might  accomplish  an  election  which  would  produce  nothing  but  disap- 
pointment, I proposed  to  the  Board  that,  declining  to  take  tenders  for  the  situation. 
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and  laying  aside  in  this  case  the  form  of  election,  they  should  apply  to  Mr.  Hill, 
the  county  surveyor,  to  recommend  them  a person  of  character  and  ability.  This 
Mr.  Hill  has  very  kindly  done,  and  a man  named  Rowan  has,  on  his  recommenda- 
tion, been  appointed  at  a salary  of  30s.  per  week.  It  is  required  of  him  that  he 
shall  keep  a horse  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  the  better  to  visit  the  different 
working  parties  ; that  he  report  such  as  he  shall  have  visited  during  the  week  on 
the  Wednesday  meeting  ; and  that  every  gang  in  the  Union  shall  have  been 
inspected  by  him,  and  their  work  measured,  within  a fortnight.  The  form 
of  report  to  be  used  by  him  is  a modified  form  of  that  used  in  the  Ballina 
Union. 

The  new  building  called  a shed,  intended  hereafter  for  a spinning-house,  has 
been  converted  into  a very  comfortable  school-room  for  the  female  children,  and 
their  ordinary  school-room  into  a dormitory  capable  of  accommodating  90  indivi- 
duals. The  consequence  of  this  extension  of  room  will  be  seen  in  the  reduction 
of  numbers  on  the  out-door  relief  lists,  by  the  application  thus  afforded  of  the 
workhouse  test : — 

Date-  Heads  of  Families.  Total  of  Recipients. 

18th  March  . . . 7,885  . . . 20,221 

25th  March  . . . 7,682  . . . 19,382 

Independently  of  the  reductions  here  stated,  there  have  been  a large  number 
of  new  applications,  many  of  which  have  been  admitted  to  the  lists.  Of  the 
additions  which  have  been  made  to  the  wings  of  the  main  building,  one  is  now 
available  as  a day-room  for  the  increased  numbers  admitted  to  the  house,  and  the 
other  will  be  ready  in  a week  or  ten  days.  The  dormitories  afforded  by  these 
additions  will  he  available  within  three  weeks. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  will  resume  the  long-neglected  system  of  visiting 
Committees  on  the  next  day  of  their  meeting  when  the  new  Board  will 
assemble. 

I regret  much  not  to  be  able  to  report  more  satisfactorily  of  the  state  of  the 
collection,  which  is  becoming  less  each  week.  This  to  a certain  extent  must  be 
expected  in  the  case  of  the  end  of  an  old  rate  and  the  eve  of  a new  collection  ,•  still 
when  the  increasing  weekly  expenditure  is  placed  in  juxta-position  with  a decreas- 
ing exchequer,  it  occasions  just  ground  for  some  anxiety. 

I beg  to  subjoin  a statement  of  the  amount  of  collection  on  the  18th  and  25th 
March,  with  a comparison  of  the  excess  of  expenditure  above  receipts  on  those 
weeks : — 

Excess  of  "Expenditure 

Date.  Collection.  over  Receipts. 

£.  s.  cl.  £.  s.  d. 

18th  March  . . 282  2 0 . . 411  0 8ft 

25th  March  . . 209  14  10  . . 417  5 51 

I have  every  hope  that  the  new  Board  of  Guardians  will  enter  upon  their  duties 
with,  the  zeal  so  strongly  impressed  on  them  by  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the 
21st  instant. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — April  4,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  will  feel  obliged  to  you  to  report  to  them  more  fully 
as  to  the  circumstances  which  prevented  the  signing  of  the  rate  books  on  the 
25th  ult.,  stating  who,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  party  really  responsible  for  the 
delay.  It  appears  from  your  report  that  the  supineness  of  the  valuator  was  the 
cause  of  the  delay,  but  you  do  not  state  whether  there  is  any  ground  for  his  excuse, 
that  he  could  not  obtain  the  necessary  information  from  the  collectors. 

The  Commissioners  observe  that  the  old  rate  continues  in  course  of  collection  ; 
that  a sum  of  248£.  was  collected  last  week,  and  that  a sum  of  305 1Z.  was  uncol* 
lected  at  the  close  of  the  week.  The  Commissioners  presume  you  are  aware  that 
it  will  be  necessary,  before  the  new  rate  books  are  signed,  to  close  the  present 
collection,  and  bring  forward  all  the  outstanding  rate  into  the  new  books  as  arrear. 
If  this  were  not  done,  there  would,  on  the  signing  of  the  new  books,  be  two  rates 
in  force  in  the  Union  at  the  same  time,  and  this  would  be  illegal. 

The  Commissioners  approve  the  appointment  of  a head  overseer,  at  a salary  of 
30s.  per  week,  as  proposed  by  you  to  the  Guardians,  under  the  circumstances 
stated  in  your  report. 


Ennis  Union. 
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The  Commissioners  regret  to  find  that  the  collection  of  the  rate  is  not  pro- 
ceeding more  satisfactorily ; they  rely  upon  your  urging  the  collectors  to  increased 
activity,  and  impressing  upon  them  the  importance  of  proceeding  energetically, 
and  adopting  every  means  which  the  law  enables  them  to  do,  to  enforce  payment 
during  the  time  that  the  present  collecting  books  remain  in  their  possession,  in 
order  that  the  arrear  to  be  carried  forward  to  the  new  books  may  be  as  small  as 
possible.  The  collectors  might  also  be  informed  that  their  continuance  in  office 
to  collect  the  new  rate  will,  to  some  extent,  depend  upon  the  manner  in  which 
they  close  the  present  rate. 

The  small  collection  and  large  expenditure  form  strong  reasons  for  putting  the 
new  rate  into  collection  as  speedily  as  possible ; and  if  it  should  be  found  neces- 
sary to  carry  forward  any  considerable  amount  of  arrear,  care  should  be  taken 
that  those  ratepayers  from  whom  the  arrear  is  due  should  be  called  upon  for  the 
arrear,  and  the  new  rate  at  the  earliest  possible  period  ; and,  if  necessary,  pro- 
ceedings should  be  taken  to  compel  the  payment  without  delay. 

The  Commissioners  rely  upon  your  using  every  exertion  to  stimulate  both  the 
Guardians  and  the  collectors  to  an  energetic  discharge  of  their  duty,  so  that,  on 
the  one  hand,  the  adoption  of  vigorous  measures  may  ensure  the  rates  being 
speedily  and  satisfactorily  collected ; and  on  the  other,  a vigilant  supervision,  and 
a judicious  economy  in  all  departments  of  the  Union,  both  in  regard  to  in-door 
and  out-door  relief,  may  reduce  the  expenditure  without  depriving  the  destitute 
poor  of  that  due  and  sufficient  relief  to  which  the  law  entitles  them. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners: — March  31,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners  a case  which  lias 
been  reported  to  me  by  Mr.  Charles  Lysaght,  relieving  officer  of  Kilmaley  electoral 
division,  which  is  unhappily  true,  and  which  presents  features  of  unnatural  cruelty, 
such  as,  I trust,  are  not  often  to  be  found. 

_ Michael  Kearney,  a lad  15  years  old,  presented  himself  to  claim  relief  for 
himself  and  his  little  sister,  whom  he  stated  to  be  unable  to  attend  from  weakness. 
His  father  died,  he  said,  of  starvation  about  10  days  ago. 

He  lives  with  his  mother  and  eldest  brother  (a  young  man).  They  own  three 
cows,  two  heifers,  and  one  calf,  and  have  land. 

On  inquiring  into  the  circumstances  of  this  family  the  relieving  officer  ascer- 
tained the  melancholy  fact  (which  the  Guardian  of  the  division  has  corroborated), 
that  the  wife  and  eldest  son  refused  the  father  any  share  of  the  food  which  they 
possessed.  That  he  was  completely  intimidated  by  them,  and  that  they  literally 
allowed  him  to  starve. 

In  like  manner  they  have  refused,  with  incredible  cruelty,  to  give  more  food  to 
the  boy  and  child  before  alluded  to,  than  is  sufficient  to  inflict  on  them  a lingering 
death,  intending  that  their  distressing  appearance  should  move  the  relieving  officer 
to  include  them  amongst  the  recipients  of  out-door  relief. 

Mr.  Lysaght,  an  intelligent,  active,  and  trustworthy  officer,  reports  their 
appearance  to  have  been  so  distressing  as  to  appal  even  one  so  accustomed  as  he  is 
to  look  upon  -wretchedness. 

He  of  course  humanely  supplied  their  necessities  provisionally ; and  I beg  the 
Commissioners  will  instruct  me  as  to  what  course  should  be  promptly  adopted  in 
this  case,  and  will  inform  me  if  any  and  what  steps  can  be  taken  to  punish  a parent 
and  brother  who  have  acted  so  culpably. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—April  3,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  dated  the  31st  ultimo,  in  which  you  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Commis- 
sioners the  case  of  a boy  named  Michael  Kearney,  aged  15,  who  applied  for  relief 
for  himself  and  his  little  sister,  the  latter  being  unable  to  attend  from  weakness. 
It  appears  from  your  statement  that  the  father  had  recently  died ; and  it  is  alleged 
that  the  mother  and  eldest  brother  (who  own  three  cows,  two  heifers,  one  calf, 
and  have  land)  refused  the  father  any  share  of  the  food  which  they  possessed, 
and  allowed  him  to  starve,  and  that  they  have  now  refused  to  give  more  food  to 
the  boy  and  child  alluded  to  than  is  sufficient  to  inflict  on  them  a lingering 
death.  ° & 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  637 

In  reference  to  your  request  for  instructions  as  to  the  course  to  be  adopted  and 
what  steps  can  be  taken  to  punish  the  parent  and  brother,  I am  to  state,  that  the 
boy  being  15  years  of  age  should  receive  such  relief  as  the  necessity  of  his  case 
requires  ; the  child  should  also  be  relieved,  but  in  her  case,  the  mother  beino-  liable 
for  her  support,  proceedings  should  be  taken  against  her  under  the  2nd  section  of 
the  Irish  Vagrant  Act  (10  and  11  Viet.  cap.  84),  which  provides  that  every 
person  who  shall  wilfully  neglect  to  maintain  his  wife  or  any  child  whom  he  may 
be  liable  to  maintain,  so  that  such  wife  or  child  shall  become  destitute,  and  be 
relieved  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse  of  any  Union  in  Ireland,  shall  on  conviction 
thereof  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  be  committed  to  the  common  gaol  or  house 
of  correction,  there  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  for  any  time  not  exceeding  three 
calendar  months. 

The  Commissioners  have  forwarded  a copy  of  your  communication  to  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners — {without  date). 

I have  the  honour  to  aknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  3rd  instant, 
in  answer  to  mine,  dated  3 1st  ultimo,  and  conveying  to  me  the  Commissioners’ 
instructions  relative  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  case  of  the  Kearnevs  detailed 
therein.  J 

I beg  to  state,  for  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  two  of  the  family  of 
Mrs.  Kearney  were  yesterday  received  into  the  workhouse,  viz.,  Michael  Kearney, 
aged  15  years,  and  James  his. brother,  aged,  apparently,  about  nine  years. 

Their  sister,  mentioned  in  my  report  dated  the  31st  ultimo,  was  not  sent  with 
them,  and  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  inquiring  of  the  relieving  officer  why 
she  was  not;  I shall  see  him  this  day,  and  shall  direct  him  to  see  the  child,  and  if 
her  appearance  be  similar  to  that  of  her  two  brothers,  I shall  direct  him  to  brino- 
her  also  to  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners’  instructions  to  proceed  against  the  unnatural  mother  under 
the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Vagrant  Act  (10  and  11  Viet.  cap.  84)  shall  be  duly 
carried  out.  J 

I beg  to  transmit  herewith  a letter  forwarded  to  me  from  the  relieving  officer  of 
Killmaley  electoral  division  in  reference  to  the  two  male  children  sent  to  the 
workhouse. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Lysaght  to  Mr.  Cronyn  ’.—April  3,  1848. 

1 F0,UN.D  James  Kearney  nearly  dead  on  the  road  side  ; he  is  brother  to  Michael 
Kearney,  which  you  took  notes  of  his  mother’s  treatment  to  him;  I also  send  Michael,  as  I 
fear  he  would  die,  as  no  person  would  allow  him  one  night’s  lodging  from  his  sickly  appear- 
ance ; his  mother  has  six  cows  and  com  and  land. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  10,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  forwarded  a copy  of  your 
report,  and  of  the  letter  from  the  relieving  officer  which  accompanied  it,  to  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  6,  184S. 

I AM  state  that  there  appeared  to  be  on  the  part  of  the  newly- 

elected  Guardians  a strong  disposition  to  devote  their  time  and  best  exertions  in 
carrying  out  the  administration  of  the  Irish  Poor  Law. 

One  of  the  first  questions  which  occupied  the  attention  of  the  ,new  Board  was 
the  impossibility  under  the  present  pressure  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Union 
at  a one  day  ai  week  attendance,  and  they  have  very  satisfactorily  resolved  on 
devoting  a second  day  to  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  disposing  on  the  usual  Wednes- 
meeting  of  routine^  and  other  matters  requiring  the  attendance  of  relieving 
officers,  and  reserving  for  the  second  day’s  Board  such  business  as  is  least  pressing, 
and  such  as  will  not  require  the  presence  of  a relieving  officer  to  transact. 

, ^ am  happy  to  report  that  the  new  Board  have  attended  to  the  Commissioners’ 
instructions  in  appointing  a Visiting  Committee  of  four,  two  ex-officio  and  two 

4 N 
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elected  Guardians,  to  be  succeeded  each  week  by  another  Committee  similarly 
formed,  and  I have  no  doubt  the  affairs  of  the  workhouse  will  be  materially  served 
thereby,  although  I cannot  but  reiterate  my  former  reports  in  reference  to  it,  viz., 
that  no  establishment  of  the  kind  can,  as  far  as  appertains  to  the  master  and 
matron’s  department,  be  better  managed. 

Throughout  the  Union  rations  are  now  issued  in  the  form  of  steeped  meal,  and 
the  issue  hitherto,  once,  is  now  made  three  times  a-week.  As  was,  of  course,  to 
be  expected,  the  change  from  dry  to  wetted  meal  has  occasioned  universal  dissatis- 
faction in  the  recipients,  thus  showing  that  it  cannot  but  be  a useful  test  of  real 
destitution. 

• On  Monday  last  a considerable  mob  of  persons  of  both  sexes  in  Ennis,  and 
belonging  to  the  Ennis  electoral  division,  beset  my  lodgings,  and  on  my  going  out 
to  proceed  to  the  workhouse  collected  round  me ; at  length  interrupting  my  further 
progress.  They  were  loud  in  their  denunciations  of  all  concerned  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  relief,  the  Commissioners,  myselfj  the  relieving  officer,  and  the  Board  of 
Guardians. 

I explained  to  them  that  what  they  received  was  an  act  of  charity,  for  which 
they  gave  no  value,  without  which  they  and  their  families  would  perish,  and  that 
it  therefore  became  them  to  receive  it  with  gratitude  and  obedience,  and  that  their 
putting  into  execution  any  of  their  threats  would  be  the  cause  of  an  immediate 
stoppage  of  all  relief,  in  any  form,  and  an  unpleasant  recourse  to  the  law  in  putting 
down  turbulence  or  riotous  conduct. 

This  had  the  effect  of  ridding  me  of  their  annoyance,  but  not  apparently  of 
removing  their  dissatisfaction. 

I communicated  to  the  Board  the  Commissioners’  instructions  as  contained  in 
their  letter,  dated  the  3rd  instant,  in  reference  to  the  improper  conduct  of  the 
mother  of  the  children  (Kearneysl,  since  admitted  to  the  workhouse,  and  the 
Board  have  accordingly  directed  that  she  be  proceeded  against  under  the  “2nd 
section  of  the  Irish  Vagrant  Act.” 


Mr.  Ciionyn  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  20,  1848. 

I arrived  from  Dublin  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  18th  instant,  and 
attended  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  yesterday. 

I reminded  the  Guardians  that  the  order  for  administering  out-door  relief  would 
expire  on  the  25th  instant,  (their  next  Board  day),  and  conferred  with  them  on 
the  necessity  for  its  modification  or  renewal. 

The  Guardians  would  not  admit  that  the  present  order  could  be  at  present 
altered,  and  wished  that  a renewal  of  it  for  another  month  should  be  applied 

To  this  I opposed  strenuous  objections,  reminding  them  that  if  they  fthe 
Guardians)  did  not,  m the  busy  month  of  May,  throw  the  able-bodied  on  their 
own  resources,  it  would  be  vain  to  attempt  a reduction  of  their  lists  before  the 
harvest,  and  that  the  expense  of  such  an  omission  on  their  part,  would,  in  my 
opinion,  constitute  an  enormous  abuse  of  the  Union  funds.  \ 

I statei  that  I faaght  it  could  not  be  right  that,  in  the  labour-absorbing 
monthof  May  18,610  persons  should  be  fed  by  public  charity,  and  I strongly 
recommended  the  Board  to  ask  for  no  more  than  a ten-day's  renewal  of  tte 
Commissioners  sealed  order,  firmly  resolving  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  to 
refuse  out-door  relief  altogether  to  able-bodied  persons. 

In  order  to  be  prepared  to  maintain  this  resolve,  I recommended  the  Board  to 
hire  at  any  reasonable  cost,  a store  in  this  town,  which,  with  the  additions  recently 
completed  at  the  workhouse,  and  the  temporary  accommodation  obtained  by 
applying  the  female  school-room  to  dormitory  use  will  enable  us  to  offer  the  work- 
house  test  to  about  400  able-bodied.  The  Guardians  adopted  my  advice,  and  have 
named  a committee  (oi  whom  I am  one)  to  treat  with  the  proprietor  for  the 
temporary  use  of  the  store  above  named.  * r 

T the lfrg,e,  «d“cti°°s  already  made  by  means  of  the  workhouse  test, 

2 r yM  , ‘ that  we  shall  get  rid  of  the  able-bodied  class  entirely  on 

the  5th  of  May,  if  we  shall  be  by  means  of  this  store,  in  a position  to  offer  it  to 
all  applicants.  Should  we  be  so  fortunate  as  to  procure  it,  I shall  use  the  best 
exertions  to  have  it  ready  by  the  date  above  named. 

. In  ca®e  °f  Halloran  who  died  in  the  infirmary,  and  whose  death  a coroner’s 
jury  found  had  been  by  the  "want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,”  I examined  the 
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wife  and  two  sons  of  the  deceased  on  oath ; as,  however,  there  was  further  evidence 
which  Francis  Tamplin,  the  relieving  officer,  wished  to  be  examined,  the  further 
investigation  of  the  case  was  adjourned  to  the  26th  instant,  the  additional  evidence 
being  summoned  in  the  interim. 

I inspected  the  workhouse  this  morning,  and  found  it  in  its  customary  state  of 
cleanliness  and  order.  Ventilation  is  strictly  attended  to,  and  the  constant  em- 
ployment of  the  paupers  never  relaxed.  The  inmates  are  healthy.  The  rate- 
books and  every  necessary  preparation  for  striking  the  new  rate  will  be  ready  on 
Wednesday,  the  26th,  and  the  rate  be  in  course  of  collection  immediately  after- 
wards ; application  being  first  made  to  those  whose  rate  shall  have  been  carried 
forward  as  arrears,  and  steps  taken  to  enforce,  where  necessary,  its  payment.  I 
beg  to  subjoin  a synopsis  of  the  comparative  income  and  expenditure  of  the  Union 
for  the  weeks  ended  April  8th  and  15th. 


Date. 

Number  of 
Recipients  of 
Out-door  Relief. 

Cost  of 

Out-door  Relief. 

Cost  of 

In-door  Relief. 

Excess  of 
Expenditure 
above  Receipts. 

£.  S.  d.  I 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

April  8 . 

18,185 

590  0 0 

82  19  10  1 

544  10  8 

April  15  . j 

18,610 

517  15  10 

85  16  2 

398  2 1 

The  apparent  discrepancy,  viz.,  that  a larger  number  of  recipients  of  out-door 
relief  on  the  15th  April  should  have  been  led  at  a less  expense  than  the  smaller 
number  on  the  8th  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  at  that  time  the  old  contract 
for  meal,  at  llZ.  per  ton,  was  superseded  by  the  new  one  at  91.  6s.  Xd.  The 
collectors  have  during  the  past  week  been  exerting  themselves,  as  appears  by  the 
following  comparative  lodgments  on  the  8th  and  15th 

£.  s.  d. 

8th  April  . . . 128  9 8 

15th  April  . . . 205  10  0 

They  have  promised  by  Saturday  next  to  lodge  a considerable  sum  in  the  hands 
of  the  treasurer,  when  their  accounts  will  be  closed,  and  the  uncollected  balance 
carried  forward  as  arrear. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  25,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  fully  approve  of  the  exertions  made  by  you  to  dispense 
with  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  on  the  5th  May  next,  and  the  steps  sug- 
gested by  you  with  a view  to  providing  additional  workhouse  accommodation 
appears  to  be  judicious. 

In  regard,  however,  to  the  appropriation  of  the  female  school  for  dormitory 
accommodation,  the  Commissioners  presume  that  adequate  provision  is  made 
elsewhere  for  the  children,  and  the  Commissioners  wish  to  call  your  particular 
attention  to  their  circular  letter  of  the  6th  December  last,  a copy  of  which  is 
enclosed,  as  to  the  importance  of  having  an  amount  of  day-room  accommodation 
available,  proportioned  to  the  amount  of  sleeping  accommodation. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  27,  1848. 

I attended  yesterday  the  weekly  Board  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  this 
Union,  of  whom  there  was  a good  attendance  as  to  members. 

I communicated  to  them  the  Commissioners’  approval  of  their  exertions  to  take 
such  steps  as  may  enable  them  to  discontinue  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
after  the  5th  of  May. 

There  was,  however,  a place  suggested  to  the  Board  in  every  respect  appro- 
priate, viz.,  an  old  brewery  with  yard,  detached  residence  for  master  and  matron, 
shed,  boiler,  and  other  conveniences,  and  perfectly  secured. 

The  rent  agreed  on  is  100Z.  per  annum,  with  a clause  of  surrender  at  any  time 
by,  six  months’  previous  notice. 

These  premises  have  hitherto  been  occupied  as  a depot  by  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  but  the  proprietor  stated  his  ability  to  give  us  possession  on, the  1st  of 

4 N 2 
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May,  and  that  meantime  preparations  necessary  to  our  occupancy  of  them  mi«-ht 
he  carried  on. 

The  examination  adjourned  from  last  Board-day,  into  the  circumstances 
attending  the  death  in  the  infirmary  of  Jeremiah  Halloran,  was  resumed,  by  the 
taking  of  additional,  evidence,  and  the  inquiry  would  have  been  concluded,  had 
John  Richil,  the  principal  witness  in  accusation,  attended  the  summons  which  was 
duly  served  on  him. 

His  non-attendance  and  positive  refusal  to  give  evidence  has  obliged  me  to  have 
him  summoned  under  the  20th  Section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Administration 
Act,  beiore  the  magistrates.  His  attendance  being  thus  secured,  the  examination 
of  this  case  will  then  be  terminated. 

The  head  overseer  reported  to  the  Board  the  progress  made  since  last  week  in 
stone-breaking.^  when  it  appeared,  that  in  those  gangs  which  were  kept  constantly 
to  eight  hours’  work,  there  were  several  stoppages  of  rations  on  account  of 
absence. 

His  report  also  contained  the  names  of  those  stewards  whom  he  found  to  be 
inattentive  and  absent  from  their  posts. 

In  these  cases,  the  Guardians  have  stopped  their  week’s  pay,  and  intimated  that 
a repetition  of  the  charge  will  cause  their  dismissal. 

The  rate-books  were  signed,  and  the  time  required  to  elapse  by  the  Act  hein" 
passed,  the  collection  ol  the  new  rate  will  be  vigorously  proceeded  with. 

The  arrear  to  be  carried  forward  appears  considerable,  but  there  are  circum- 
stances attending  the  collection  of  the  last  rate,  which  I would  beg  leave  to  call 
the  Commissioners’  attention  to. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  whole  of  the  money  collected  was  obtained  in  a 
dislrict  notorious  for  its  dangerous  and  lawless  character,  and  that  it  was  onlv 
since  the  proclan, at.on  of  it  and  since  the  effect  of  the  special  commission  has 
been  felt  tlmt  a collector  could  feel  safe  in  the  performance  of  his  duty. 

exhausted™6'  1 inconvenience  wiU  be  ielt  by  reason  of  the  funds  being 


The  whole  amount  of  the  collectors’  lodgments 
for  the  week  ended  22nd  April,  being 
Sums  lodged  subsequently  to  the  making  of  the 
treasurer’s  account  .... 

Total  lodgments 

Excess  of  expenditure  above  receipts 


£. 

s. 

d. 

103 

10 

0 

59 

0 

0 

162 

0 

0 

425 

1 

li 

Wing  a very  small  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  in  the  treasurer’s 

The  relieving  officers  being  called  on  to  explain  the  reason  why,  with  a decrease 
m the  number  of  cases  there  should  be  an  increase  in  the  number  of  recipients  of 
out-door  relief,  stated  in  explanation  that  it  was  occasioned  by  the  very  numerous 

°f  Ws  and 

of^n^TlrSSehOUSe  eStaUishmem  bei"g  fo™ed’  “ increase 

tbe.n’- 1 p,esume’ be  reiuired'  »nd  1 should 
£ p“Sl  {tZ^L  °TTSWneTS  on  the  subi“‘.  os  >0  which  would 

office*6  ^’'th6’1^  ^ ^^eCo^®“u^^unttoei)r!  CuUemm^he^iresent 

officer,  with  an  increase  of  salary  to  him.  Ulc  Fesenl 


Reply  to  the  foregoing:—  May  2,  1848. 

time  requiredT  eWeC Ihf. ST' • ^ ***.  ra‘e-books  'vere  “6“d.  and  the 
will  bekgorously Sd wi4 :‘t  e new  rate 
rate  is  collectable ^immediately^ on C,0“mi.ss‘0”«s  desire  to  observe  that  the 

70th  section  of  the  Irish  Poi  Relief  APcfc  ald‘the  nth!'  JeSuiSd'bJr  the 

Relief  Act.  an<1  the  11th  section  of  the  Temporary 
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The  Commissioners  desire  to  express  their  satisfaction  at  the  introduction  of 
the  cooked  food  system  in  the  administration  of  relief,  as  they  are  convinced  that 
it  will  be  found,  if  fully  and  fairly  carried  out,  to  be  beneficial  both  in  an 
economical  point  of  view  as  regards  the  rate-payers,  and  in  a sanitary  point  of 
view,  as  regards  the  poor  recipients. 

With  regard  to  the  necessity  of  additional  attendance,  in  consequence  of  a 
second  workhouse  having  been  established,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state,  that 
in  most  instances  where  temporary  auxiliary  workhouses  have  been  obtained,  the 
course  adopted  has  been  to  remove  an  entire  class  or  classes  of  inmates  from  the 
original  workhouse  to  the  additional  workhouse,  and  to  remove  back  again  to  the 
infirmary  of  the  workhouse  any  members  of  such  classes  as  may  become  sick,  and 
require  medical  attendance.  If  the  Guardians  adopt  this  plan,  the  appointment 
of  a second  medical  officer  would  appear  to  be  wholly  unnecessary. 

The  classes  usually  removed  are  the  school  children,  and  as  the  schoolmaster 
and  schoolmistress  are  removed  with  them,  no  additional  staff  would  appear  to  be 
required,  and  such  assistance  as  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  mav  find 
necessary,  could  probably  be  given  by  trustworthy  adult  paupers  selected  from 
the  workhouse  for  that  purpose. 

In  reference  to  the  person  summoned  before  the  magistrates  for  refusing  to 
attend  and  give  evidence,  the  Commissioners  request  you  to  observe  that  the  offence 
is  a misdemeanour,  and  punishable  not  on  summary  process,  but  by  indictment. 


Mr.  Cronyn  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  28,  184S. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  in 
reference  to  the  case  of  Mrs.  Kearney,  whose  children,  now  in  the  workhouse,  were 
found  in  a state  of  destitution,  bordering  on  starvation,  though  it  was  proved  she 
was  in  circumstances  to  have  afforded  them  sustenance,  the  presiding  magistrate, 
Captain  Lyne,  has  this  day  sent  her  to  prison  for  one  month,  with’hard  labour, 
for  the  maintenance  of  her  children  in  the  poor-house ; she  shall  also  be  held 
accountable. 


Ennis  Union. 
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l Gootehfll  Union. 


COOTEHILL  UNION. 


The  Rev.  S.  Roberts,  Curate  of  Killeshandray,  and  the  Rev.  M.  M'Quaid,  P.P., 
to  the  Commissioners  '.—January  8,  1848. 

We,  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  clergymen  of  the  parish  of 
Killeshandray,  which  includes  the  divisions  of  Tullyvin,  Ashfield,  and  part  of 
Cootehill  electoral  division,  request  that  you  will  kindly  lay  the  following 
statement  before  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

We  beg  to  say  that  no  persons  can  know  or  do  know  more  accurately  the 
state  of  the  poor  of  this  parish  than  we  do,  being  constantly  resident  amongst 
them,  and  by  our  callings,  necessitated  to  witness  their  varied  circumstances  in 
life ; and,  therefore,  we  the  more  confidently  lay  before  you  their  state.  The 
poorhouse,  as  you  are  aware,  is  full  to  overflowing.  The  number  of  able- 
bodied  paupers  and  their  families  in  the  parish  exceed  1000  souls,  deserted 
women  and  children  more  than  100  souls,  exclusive  of  the  aged  and  infirm. 
We,  therefore,  earnestly  request  your  honourable  Board,  as  the  poorhouse  of 
Cootehill  is  full — as  there  is  no  employment  in  drainage  or  otherwise,  going  on 
in  the  parish — as  typhus  fever  is  very  prevalent  indeed,  owing  in  a great  degree 
to-the  destitution — and  as  the  number  of  destitute  persons  is  daily  increasing 
by  the  eviction  of  small  farmers  for  non-payment  of  rent  or  otherwise — we 
earnestly  request  that  you  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  afford  relief  to  the  above 
classes,  lest  the  consequences  of  starvation,  namely,  pestilence  and  death,  disgrace 
the  Cootehill  Union,  as  it  did  that  of  Cavan  recently ; for  we  beg  to  assure 
your  honourable  Board,  that  there  is  not  a poorer  district  than  the  parish  of 
Kill,  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom. 

We  further  respectfully  suggest,  that  a second  station  for  issuing  relief  be 
■ opened  in  the  Ashfield  division  at  Kill,  as  owing  to  the  great  extent  of  said 
division,  it  extending  nine  miles  in  length,  and  the  relieving  officer  residing  in 
the  lower  end,  many  of  the  aged  and  infirm  have,  at  this  inclement  season  of 
the  year,  to  walk  five  or  six  miles  for  their  scanty  relief,  and  very  many  of  them 
are  nearly  naked. 

We  know  that  one  house  where  the  out-door  relief  was  dispensed  last 
summer,  can  be  gotten  at  Kill  for  a very  small  annual  rent ; and  this  station 
would  reduce  the  distance  that  these  poor  naked  creatures  have  to  travel  three 
miles  at  least. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — January  11,  1348. 

T“E„C/£inmissioners  have  directed  a communication  to  be  addressed  to 
the  Board  oi  Guardians  on  the  subject. 


Extract  from  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  Guardians: — January  14,  1848. 

Read  letter  “from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  11th  January,  accom- 
panying a popy  of  a letter  from  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  clergymen 
of  the  parish  of  Killeshandray,  relative  to  the  prevalence  of  distress,  &c.,  in 
that  parish,  and  calling  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  subject.  Ordered, 
to  be  referred  to  the  Guardians  of  the  Ashfield  division,  and  that  they  be 
requested  to  make  inquiry  relative  to  the  statements  therein  contained,  and 
report  the  result  of  their  inquiries  to  the  Board  on  next  day  of  meeting.” 


Extract  from  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  Guardians: — January  7,  1848. 

nf  7,n/“lL„ETr  ff0I^;e  !reaSr!rer  Was  read)  statinS  that  the  first  instalment 
07  a™ountmg  to  250 1 together  with  interest  at  5 per  cent,  amounting  to 
• 10^adv^ced  by  the  Bank  for  the  erection  of  a fever  hospital,  becomes 
a ch^ne  °n  the  Guardians’  account  for  the 
f 1 l th,e  Clf k £ dJrectcd  t0  the  treasurer  that  when 

funds  sufficient  shall  be  placed  m his  hands  to  meet  the  demand,  a cheque  will 
be  drawn  for  the  amount.  ^ 
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Observations  of  Mr.  Barron,  Inspector,  on  the  foregoing : 

January  19,  1848. 

It  appears  that  in  consequence  of  this  letter,  the  treasurer  has 
impounded  the  balance  in  favour  of  the  Guardians,  amounting  to  225£,  as  part 
payment  of  his  demand,  and  by  this  means,  has  left  the  Guardians  without  the 
means  of  giving  out-door  relief  during  this  week.  I purpose  attending  the 
Board  on  Friday,  and  if  the  Guardians  do  not  raise  funds  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  the  destitute,  and  enforce  the  collection  of  the  rate  forthwith,  the 
Commissioners  must  have  recourse  to  the  18th  section  of  the  Act. 


The  Rev.  S.  Roberts  to  the  Commissioners:— January  18,  1848. 

I will  thank  you  to  lay  the  following  particulars  before  the  Commis- 
sioners for  their  serious  and  immediate  attention. 

It  is  not  only  with  much  pain,  but  with  extreme  reluctance,  that  I intrude 
on  the  valuable  time  of  the  Commissioners  ; but  as  the  case  is  most  urgent,  a 
deep  sense  of  duty  to  the  poor  compels  me  thus  to  act,  for  while  I write 
hundreds  are  starving  around  me.  For  the  last  three  weeks  no  relief  has  been 
afforded  in  the  Tullyvin  division  of  the  Cootehill  Union,  or  to  any  of  those 
entitled  to  it  under  Section  1 of  the  New  Poor  Law.  There  was  no  money, 
neither  was  any  relief  afforded  in  the  Ashfield  division  this  week  to  the  same 
class ; the  relieving  officer  of  Ashfield  had  to  borrow  money  last  week  on  his 
Own  responsibility  for  that  purpose.  But  Tullyvin  division  is,  if  possible,  more 
destitute  than  Ashfield,  as  the  property  is  under  the  Court  of  Chancery.  I do 
not  blame  any  party  for  this  state  of  things ; but  I make  this  statement  to  your 
honourable  Board,  in  order  that  you  may  at  once  rectify  it,  for  every  hour  that 
relief  is  withheld  is  an  hour  of  intense  suffering  to  the  starving  poor.  One 
poor  little  child,  named  Gulshenan,  died  of  hunger  in  Tidlyvin  division  on  Satur- 
day last.  There  is  no  employment  in  this  parish  for  the  labouring  class,  and, 
therefore,  the  distress  is  most  urgent.  Can,  supposing  that  is  granted,  8 d.  per 
week  provide  food,  clothing,  fire,  and  lodging  for  adults  ?— and  this,  you  are 
aware,  is  the  miserable  allowance  for  adults,  and  these  adults  aged  and  infirm. 

I do  not  believe  that  the  collectors  are  doing  their  duty  ; they  were  not 
recently.  I know  one  most  respectable  rate-payer  who  in  my  presence  gave  a 
list  of  rate-payers  to  a Guardian  as  being  fully  competent  to  pay  their  rates, 
who  were  returned  by  the  collector  insolvent. 

I am,  alas ! fully  aware  of  the  difficulties  of  carrying  out  the  New  Poor  Law 
in  such  distressed  districts  as  this  is ; but  let  all  due  exertion  be  used,  and  let 
not  the  New  Poor  Law  be  a solemn  mockery.  I am  quite  sure  that  each  poor- 
house  could  nearly  support  itself.  I am  quite  sure  that,  except  the  poor-houses 
become  workhouses,  where  the  youth  of  both  sexes  shall  be  trained  to  habits 
of  self-denying  industry,  the  Poor  Law  system  will  ere  long  become  an 
intolerable  burden.  I am  sure  that  if  Count  De  Rumford’s  plan,  as  adopted  by 
him  at  Munich,  were  earnestly  carried  out  in  our  poor-houses,  the  aspect  of  the 
country  would  soon  be  altered ; but  then  we  must  have  pains-taking,  energetic, 
business-like  men  to  do  this — men  who,  while’  they 'feel  that  their  all  is  at  stake, 
feel  also  an  anxious  desire  to  elevate  their  poor  fellow-creatures  in  the  scale  of 
being ; . and  idleness  will  not  do  that. 

I would  also  beg  respectfully  to  suggest  to  your  honourable  Board,  that  the 
Guardians,  the  wardens,  and  the  relieving  officer  of  each  division,  should  meet 
at  a given  place  weekly  in  the  division,  and  form  a sub-committee  to  investi- 
gate all  applications  for  relief,  and  make  their  weekly  report  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians  at  their  sitting : thus  much  time  would  be  saved  the  Board,  who 
have  many  other  things  to  attend  to,  as  well  as  considering  applications  for 
relief;  the  rate-payers  would  be  protected,  and  the  really  destitute  poor  would 
be  relieved. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians: — January  20,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  transmit  herewith,  to  be  laid 
before  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Cootehill  Union,  an  extract  from  a further 
letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  this  day  received  from  the  Rev.  Samue} 


Cootehill  Union.  '1 
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Cootehill  Union.  Roberts,  relative  to  the  state  of  Tullyvin  and  Ashfield  divisions  of  Cootehill 
Union ; and  the  Commissioners  request  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the 
statements  therein,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  effectual  relief  is  by  no 
means  afforded  to  the  destitute  poor  in  the  divisions  referred  to. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Barron  ‘.—January  20,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a 
further  communication  which  they  have  this  day  received  from  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Roberts,  relating  to  the  state  of  the  destitute  poor  in  Tullyvin  and 
Ashfield  divisions  of  Cootehill  Union,  together  with  the  previous  communica- 
tion from  Mr.  Roberts  and  the  Rev.  M.  M'Quaid,  relating  to  the  same 
divisions,  which  has  been  already  referred  to  you;  and  the  Commissioners 
request  that  you  will  report  generally  on  the  condition  of  Cootehill  Union, 
and.  regarding  the  best  course  to  ensure  effectual  relief  to  the  destitute  poor. 


The  Rev.  S.  Roberts  to  the  Commissioners: — January  21,  1848. 

I beg  to  forward  to  you,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Poor  Law  Com-, 
missioners,  the  following  resolution  passed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Health  for  the  Tullyvin  and  Ashfield  divisions. 

“That  a letter  be  written  to  the  Commissioners  to  know  whether  in  the 
case  of  persons  leaving  the  hospital,  the  relieving  officer  is  empowered  and 
required  to  afford  such  persons  relief  of  a temporary  kind,  and  at  an  higher 
rate  than  that  afforded  to  more  healthy  parties  (who  are  on  out-door  relief), 
as  some  have  been  known  to  relapse  from  want  of  that  temporary  aid. 

“John  Marsden  in  Chair. 

“ Board-room , Vicars  Hill, 

January  19,  1848.” 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — January  25,  1848. 

Provided  the  parties- can  legally  receive  out-door  relief,  the  Guardians 
may  order  such  relief  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  requires  out  of  the  work- 
house. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  : — January  25,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  transmit  herewith,  to  be  laid 
belore  the  Guardians  of  Cootehill  Union,  a copy  of  a communication  which 
the  Commissioners  have  received  from  the  Rev.  Samuel  Roberts,  relative  to 
the  relief  of  sick  persons  after  leaving  hospital,  together  with  a copy  of  the 
Commissioners’  reply.  L 


Extracts  from  Guardians’  Minutes  of  21st  January,  1848. 

Read  letter  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  20th  January,  accom- 
a^act.fr0”  » ^ from  the  Rev.  Samuel  Roberts,  relative  to  the 
state  of  the  Tullyvin  and  Ashfield  divisions,  and  requesting  the  attention  of  the 
Guardians  to  the  statements  therein. 

The  Guardians  of  the  Ashfield  division  to  whom  Mr.  Roberts’  letter  was 

a IfJ  J— tms’  su88ested  that  a second  depdt  should  be 

opened  in  the  Ashfield  division,  at  Kill,  for  the  distribution  of  relief,  which 
was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  the  relieving  officer  was  directed  to  attend 
there  for  that  purpose  till  1st  April  next. 


The  Rev.  S.  Roberts  to  the  Commissionebs  February  1,  1848. 

romm-1  thf  yiu.wi11  !ay  the  following  particulars  before  the  Poor  Law 
of  tbf  i Su  ?rS  f°r  he“  S,TvUS c™slderation’  1 had  W>ed  *at  my  last  letter 
of  the  1 8th  January,  would  have  altogether  rectified  the  fearful  and  melancholy 
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state  of  things  in  the  Union  of  Cootehill  generally,  but  in  the  divisions  of 
Ashfield  and  Tullyvin,  as  also  in  that  part  of  Cootehill  division  lying  in  Fill 
parish,  particularly  with  the  state  of  which  latter  divisions,  I am,  alas ! so 
intimately  acquainted,  for  the  following  reasons : — by  my  being  the  resident 
clergyman  for  12  years,  and  in  being  the  chairman  of  the  Tullyvin,  and  very 
generally  the  chairman  of  the  Ashfield  Relief  Committees  during  the  trying 
season  of  last  year,  together  with  being  a constantly  attendant  member  of  the 
baronial  committee  of  the  Public  Works  last  winter  and  spring.  For  four 
weeks  there  has  not  been  any  out-door  relief  administered  in  Tullyvin  Division 
to  any  class ; in  Ashfield,  the  relief  is  afforded  very  irregularly  ; in  Cootehill 
division,  the  poor  on  the  out-door  relief  list  had  to  pay  the  relieving  officer  of 
that  district  ?d.  in  their  8 d.  discount,  as  the  relieving  officer  had  to  borrow  the 
money  himself! ! I send  attached  to  this  letter  a list  of  poor  in  the  Tullyvin 
and  Ashfield  divisions,  who  have  been  hitherto  refused  relief  by  the  Cootehill 
Board  of  Guardians  or  their  relieving  officers.  From  a letter  from  the  clerk 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  dated  January  17,  1848,  I send  the  following 
extract : “With  reference  to  the  poor  widow  alluded  to  in  your  letter,  she  is 
“ not  qualified  to  receive  out-door  relief  except  she  has  two  or  more  legitimate 
“ children  actually  dependent  on  her,  if  she  is  not  permanently  disabled  by  old 
“age  and  infirmity.”  This  extract  refers  to  a poor  widow,  named  Sarah 
Mullen,*  whose  state  you  will  see  in  the  appended  list.  It  appears  to  me  a 
strange  thing,  that  a widow  without  any  children,  or  a widow  with  two  or  more 
children,  should  be  competent  for  relief,  but  a widow  with  one  child  is  to  be 
allowed  to  starve.  I now  coine  to  a class  which  I think  ought  to  be  regarded 
with  particular  attention,  I mean  deserted  women  and  their  children,  for  truly 
theirs  is  a most  aggravated  case,  and  they  are  suffered  as  yet  to  starve  also.  I 
now  come  to  the  able-bodied  cottier  : In  this  district  there  is  no  public  or  private 
work  for  such ; no  drainage ; no  employment,  as  the  farms  are  generally  so 
small,  and  the  occupiers  so  poor,  that  whatever  work  is  to  be  done,  is  done  in 
19  cases  out  of  20,  by  the  occupier  himself.  Is  this  class  therefore  to  continue 
to  starve  also  ? for  their  wretchedness  is  nearly  intolerable ; and  were  it  not  for 
the  persevering  activity  of  our  worthy  parish  priest,  Mr.  M'Quaid,  many 
outrages  would  long  ere  this  have  been  perpetrated.  In  fact,  gentlemen,  the 
state  of  the  poor  in  this  parish  and  in  the  neighbouring  parishes  is  heartrending 
in  the  extreme.  Why  has  not  the  3 s.  rate  that  was  applotted  in  October,  now 
three  months  ago — why  has  it  not  been  collected  yet?  Will  it  become  easier 
of  collection  as  the  season  advances  ? No.  From  my  long  experience  of  public 
matters  in  Ireland,  a period  of  25  years,  I am  fully  convinced  that  none  but 
paid  Guardians  will  be  found  fit  to  carry  out  the  law  in  its  integrity  in  Ireland ; 
for  it  is  contrary  to  human  nature  as  a rule,  to  expect  that  men,  whether  pro- 
prietors or  farmers,  and  of  these  our  Boards  of  Guardians  are  constituted,  who 
are  heavily  encumbered,  will  carry  out  that  relief  for  the  poor,  which  is  to 
come  out  of  their  own  pockets.  Another  death  has  occurred  in  the  Tullyvin 
division  since  I last  wrote  to  your  honourable  Board,  the  little  boy  of  an  able- 
bodied  cottier,  named  Mulligan.  How  long,  gentlemen,  are  these  evils  to  go  on  ? 
How  long  are  the  poor  to  starve  when  there  is  a law  for  their  provision  ? How 
long,  when  the  haggard  wretch  goes  to  the  relieving  officer  for  relief,  is  he  to 
be  put  off  with  a ticket  to  the  poor-house,  when  the  officer  knows  in  his  heart 
he  cannot  be  admitted  there?  Your  order,  which  is  broken  through  every 
week,  forbidding  more  people  to  be  admitted  as  the  house  is  overcrowded. 
How  long  is  8 d.  per  week  to  be  the  stipend  for  providing  clothing,  lodging,  fuel, 
and  food  for  our  aged  and  infirm,  as  well  (when  they  get  it)  as  for  our  able- 
bodied  poor ; Sd.  per  week  outside,  I7d.„per  week  inside  ? I trust  your  honour- 
able Board  will  this  week  amend  these  things,  for  if  you  do  not,  the  death  of 
many  will  be  reasonably  laid  at  your  door ; that  is,  if  you  have  the  power,  and 
neglect  to  exercise  it.  Before  paid  Guardians  were  appointed  in  Cavan,  the 
Union  was  heavily  in  debt,  now  they  have  4000/.  in  hands ; thus  the  poor  are 
relieved,  and  contracts  kept  down.  I trust  you  will  excuse  me  for  this  letter, 
nothing  but  stern  duty  compels  me,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  my  office,  firmly, 
calmly,  and  perseveringly,  to  advocate  the  cause  of  my  poor,  poor  people ; and 
I will  do  so. 


4 0 


Cootehil]  Union. 
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Cootehill  Union. 


Enclosure. 

List  of  St&rvito  Poor  in  Tulltvih  and  Ashfibld  Divisions  for  the  week  ending 
January  29,  1844. 


Mary  Henthorn  . 
Anne  Clukin 
Mary  Hughes  . 

Anne  Smith  . 
Betty  M'Donald  . 
Ellen  Reilly  . 
Biddy  Clarke 
Margaret  Reilly  . 
Kitty  Hughes 
James  Brady 
Margaret  M‘Ente< 
Rose  M‘Cann 
Biddy  Smith  . . 
Rose  Foy 
Anne  Foy 


Ttjllyvin  Division. 


Town. 

Age. 

No.  of 
Children. 

Gone rul  Observations. 

60 

1 

A widow,  and  starving. 

Coyreegh  . 

60 

1 

Ditto  ditto. 

40 

2 

Recently  in  lever,  widow,  and 
starving. 

Ahatobin  . . 

50 

Herself,  starving. 

Druncalles 

60 

1 

Widow,  starving. 

Single,  very  infirm,  starving. 

Anaglough 

40 

Balrussan 

60 

Aged  and  infirm,  starving. 

Drungran  . 

10 

Very  aged  and  infirm,  starving. 

Gorten 

10 

Widow,  aged  and  infirm,  starving. 

Trenany  . 

30 

An  idiot,  starving. 

Balrussan. 

35 

4 

Deserted,  starving. 

Drunntide 

35 

Infirm. 

Aughboyle 

40 

1 

Deserted,  starving. 

Coyreegh  . 

60 

Very  destitute. 

Dunegan  . 

10 

Old  and  infirm,  starving. 

Ashfield  Division. 


Anne  Donohoe  .... 

Lung  .... 

60 

Totally  destitute. 

*Sarnh  Mullen  .... 

Cordo 

60 

1 

Widow,  infirm,  and  starving. 

Sarah  Clukin 

Drungaf  . 

45 

1 

Deserted,  starving. 

Anne  Smith  ..... 

Cordo 

60 

1 

Widow,  starving. 

Anne  Hal  ton 

Drumitton 

45 

I 

Deserted,  starving. 

Rose  Smith 

Lung  .... 

45 

Single,  totally  destitute. 

Susan  Travers  .... 

Cordo 

50 

2 

Totally  destitute. 

Margaret  King  .... 

Corfad 

50 

1 

Widow,  totally  destitute. 

Sam.  Roberts. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — ■February  2,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  are  in  communication  with  their  Inspector,  Mr. 
Barron,  on  the  state  of  Cootehill  Union,  and  regarding  the  course  which  may 
he  best  calculated  to  ensure  effectual  relief  to  the  destitute  poor  therein ; and 
the  Commissioners  are  in  daily  expectation  of  a report  from  Mr.  Barron  on 
the  subject. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Barron  : — February  2,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a 
further  communication  which  the  Commissioners  have  this  day  received  from 
the  Rev.  S.  Roberts,  relating  to  the  distress  in  parts  of  Cootehill  Union,  toge- 
ther with  the  draft  of  the  Commissioners’  reply,  and  I am  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  20th  ultimo,  instructing  you  to  report  on 
the  subject ; and  am  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  the  Commissioners  with 
your  report  with  the  least  possible  delay. 


The  Rev.  S.  Roberts  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  2,  1848. 

As  I should  be  very  sorry  that  any  misstatement  should  be  made  by  me 
in  my  communications  to  your  honourable  Board,  I beg  to  say,  that  it  was  for 
three  weeks  no  out-door  relief  was  afforded,  and  not  for  four  as  I stated  in  my 
mtter  yesterday,  in  Tully  vin.  It  has  also  been  stated  to  me  that  the  reason 
Sarah  Mullen  did  not  get  relief  from  the  Guardians  was,  that  she  was  a servant 
of  mine,  and  that  such  statement  was  made  to  your  Inspector  by  some  person 
m the  Board-room.  Nothing  has  less  foundation  for  truth  in  it  than  such  a state- 
ment. I have  her  little  daughter  as  a servant,  hut  that  is  all,  and  her  wages  is 
but  sufficient  for  her  decent  clothing.  I think,  Sir,  with  all  respect  for  the 
Commissioners,  that  the  answer  of  the  Guardians  should  be  always  furnished 
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to  any  party  making  a charge  against  them.  There  is  no  elected  Guardian  for 
Tullyvin,  he  resigned.  The  two  Guardians  for  Ashfield  live,  the  one  at  the 
old  bridge  of  Cootehill,  or  Clementstown,  the  other  at  Killacurry  : what  can 
they  know  of  the  state  of  the  poor  in  my  parish  ? 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Rev.  S.  Roberts  : — February  3,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  and  I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners 
have  referred  your  letter  to  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Barron,  with  reference  to 
the  inquiry  and  report,  which  he  has  already  been  instructed  to  make  on  this 
subject.  . . . ..  . . 


Mr.  Barron  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  6,  1848. 

According  to  your  directions  I attended  this  Board,  with  the  view  of 
investigating  the  allegations  contained  in  the  letters  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Roberts, 
with  reference  to  the  destitute  state  of  the  Tullyvin  and  Ashfield  electoral 
division  in  this  Union.  Considerable  distress  no  doubt  prevails  in  these 
divisions,  but  not  to  the  extent  stated  in  the  different  communications  to  the 
Commissioners.  It  appears  that  one  of  the  persons  particularly  alluded  to  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Roberts,  the  widow  Mullen,  was  offered  a ticket  of  admission  into 
the  workhouse  on  several  occasions,  which  she  refused  ; and  that  the  daughter 
of  the  said  Mary  Mullen  is  in  his  service.  With  respect  to  the  other  persons 
mentioned  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Roberts  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Quaid,  I have  made 
inquiries  as  to  the  facts  from  the  relieving  officers,  and  I annex  a statement 
relative  to  each  individual  case. 

The  Commissioners,  however,  having  requested  of  me  to  report  generally  on 
the  state  of  the  Cootehill  Union,  I beg  to  state  that  considerable  distress  prevails 
throughout  the  entire  district  5 that,  with  the  exception  of  Lord  Cremorne,  Mr. 
Charles  Boyle,  and  Mr.  Lucas  Clements,  who  are  really  anxious  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  the  poor,  none  of  the  landed  proprietors  of  this  district  are  giving 
employment  The  farms  are  wretchedly  small,  and  the  farmers  generally  very 
poor.  In  this  state  of  things  it  is  difficult  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  des- 
titute poor  from  want  of  funds ; the  farmers  being  unable  (in  several  divisions) 
to  pay  the  poor-rate. 

The  out-door  relief  to  persons  relievable  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Act 
was  discontinued  by  the  Guardians  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  funds ; and 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  rate  is  collected,  the  number  of  persons  applying 
for  relief,  the  liabilities  of  the  Union,  and  its  impoverished  state,  I apprehend 
that  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  for  the  Guardians  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the 
Union  unless  they  obtain  a considerable  sum  of  money  for  that  purpose  from 
their  treasurer : this  they  cannot  obtain  unless  the  most  influential  portion  of  the 
Guardians  give  their  own  personal  security,  which  they  will  not  do.  Under 
these  circumstances,  looking  at  the  condition  in  which  the  Union  is  at  present, 
its  liabilities,  the  unfavourable  contracts  which  the  Guardians  have  entered  into 
from  want  of  funds,  the  small  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the  collection  of 
the  rates,  the  difficulty  of  collecting  them,  and  the  increasing  destitution  in  the 
district,  I consider  that  the  Commissioners  have  no  alternative  but  to  dissolve 
the  Board. 

I cannot  close  my  report  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  generous  support 
I have  received  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  from  Lord  Cremorne,  Mr.  Charles 
Boyle,  and  Mr.  Lucas  Clements ; and,  but  for  the  very  embarrassed  state  in 
which  I found  the  finances  of  the  Union  in  taking  charge  of  it,  and  the  reduced 
state  in  which  the  farmers  of  the  district  are  in  this  year,  from  various  causes, 
I have  no  doubt  whatever  but  that  with  their  assistance,  I should  have  been 
able  to  have  brought  the  affairs  of  the  Union  to  a healthy  and  satisfactory  state. 

Enclosure. 

Particulars  as  ascertained  from  the  relieving  officers  relative  to  the  cases  reported  by 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Roberts  : — 

Tullyvin  Division. 

Mary  Hen! horn, — getting  out-door  relief. 

Anne  Clukin, — able-bodied,  has  not  applied. 


Cootehill  Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


648  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS. 


Cootehill  Union.  Mary  Hughes, — not  known. 

Anne  Smith, — able-bodied,  refused  ticket  to  workhouse. 

Betty  M‘Donald, — not  known,  no  application. 

Ellen  Reilly, — ditto  ditto. 

Biddy  Clarke, — able-bodied,  no  family. 

Margaret  Reilly, — not  known,  no  application. 

Kitty  Hughes,— ditto  ditto. 

James  Brady, — not  idiotic,  got  ticket  for  workhouse,  did  not  come  in. 
Margaret.  M'Entee. — refused  ticket  to  workhouse. 

Rose  M'Cann, — ditto  ditto  able-bodied. 

Biddy  Smith, — oil  out-door  relief. 

Rose  Foy,— ditto. 

Anne  Foy, — not  known. 


Ashfield  Electoral  Division. 

Anne  Donohoe, — lives  with  son-in-law,  Mick  Murray,  farmer,  refused  ticket  to  workhouse. 
Sarah  Mullen, — on  for  two  weeks  in  consequence  of  accident,  one  daughter  in  Mr. 
Roberts’s  service. 

Sarah  Clukin, — refused  ticket  to  workhouse.  Guardians  refused  to  give  other  relief. 

Anne  Smith,— ditto  ditto  said  Mr.  Roberts  said  he  would  compel  re- 

lieving officer  to  give  her  out-door  relief. 

Anne  Halton, — able-bodied,  refused  ticket  to  workhouse,  has  only  one  child. 

Rose  Smith, — able-bodied,  refused  ticket  to  workhouse. 

Susan  Travers, — ditto  ditto  lives  with  brother. 

Margaret  King, — ditto  ditto  two  illegitimate  children. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Cleric  of  the  Union  -.—February  10,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  most  serious  consideration 
the  recent  correspondence  with  the  Guardians  of  Cootehill  Union,  relating  to 
the  distress  and  destitution  represented  as  prevailing  in  many  parts  of  the  Union, 
especially  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Tullyvin  and  Ashfield. 

The  Commissioners  observe  with  satisfaction  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Guardians,  exertions  appear  to  have  been  made  to  relieve  the  existing  distress, 
and  that  funds  w ere  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  relieving  officers  for  this  purpose, 
to  the  extent  of  95/.  10s.;  while  the  number  of  persons  reported  on  the  minutes 
as  receiving  out-door  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Exten- 
sion Act  during  the  previous  week  were,  3367. 

The  Commissioners  are  bound  at  the  same  time  to  remark,  that  relief  on  this 
extended  scale  should,  in  their  opinion,  have  commenced  at  an  earlier  period 
in  Cootehill  Union,  whereby  great  suffering  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  labour- 
ing classes  would  have  been  alleviated  by  more  timely  aid,  and  some  fatal 
consequences  perhaps  prevented.  The  Commissioners  are  far  from  supposing 
that  indifference  existed  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians  to  the  sufferings  of  the 
destitute  poor,  but  they  feel  at  the  same  time  that  due  exertion  has  not  been 
made  by  the  Board  and  its  officers  to  make  and  collect  sufficient  rates  to  meet 
a contingency,  of  the  certain  approach  of  which,  warning  has  long  been  given. 
Ihus  it  appears  that  m January,  1847,  a rate  of  5044/.  was  made,  the  collection 
of  which  lasted  during  the  entire  year,  leaving  an  arrear  of  835/.  on  the  31st 
December;  while  the  larger  rate  agreed  to  by  the  Guardians  in  September 
last,  remained  m abeyance  until  nearly  the  close  of  the  year;  the  rate-books 
for  a part  only  of  the  Union  having  been  signed  on  the  17th  December,  and  the 
rates  for  some  of  the  electoral  divisions  not  having  even  yet  been  made. 

Ihe  debts  of  the  Guardians  on  the  31st  December,  1847,  were  2346/.,  and 

InL  f mT10Dei?  i^ervearesdution  on  the  last  minute  to  apply  to  the  trea- 
surer for  a loan  of  1200/.  1 

The : consequence  of  this  financial  embarrassment  is,  that  notwithstanding  the 
present  disposition  of  the  Guardians  to  afford  effectual  relief  to  the  destitute 
poor,  they  are  by  no  means  in  a situation  to  do  so;  and  the  Commissioners 
derive  from  the  past  but  little  confidence  in  the  future  exertions  of  the  Guar- 
dians and  their  officers  to  realize  the  rates  necessary  to  discharge  their  debts, 
and  to  provide  for  the  requirements  of  the  Union  during  the  present 
emergency.  ° L 

The  Commissioners,  therefore,  while  acknowledging  the  personal  exertion's 
of  mdmdua1  members  of  the  Board,  feel  it  tliei?  duty  to  provide  for  the 
effectual  relief  of  the  poor  m Cootehill  Union  during  the  present  season  of 
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difficulty  and  distress,  by  dissolving  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  appointing 
paid  officers  to  act  in  the  execution  of  their  duties. 

A copy  of  the  order  dissolving  the  Board  of  Guardians  is  enclosed  herewith. 


Extract  from  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  Guardians : — January  28,  1848. 

Resolved, — That  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  be  applied  to,  to  sanction 
out-door  relief  to  widows  with  one  child,  and  women  with  families  deserted 
by  their  husbands  previous  to  January,  1848 ; also  to  orphans,  and  convalescents 
able  to  be  sent  out  of  hospital. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — February  19,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  minutes  of  proceed- 
ings of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  of  Cootehill  Union  on  the  28th  ultimo,  iu 
which  they  requested  that  an  order  might  be  issued  to  authorize  out-door 
relief  to  certain  classes  of  destitute  poor  not  included  in  section  1 of  10  Vic., 
c.  31 ; and  having  communicated  with  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Barron,  on  the 
subject,  the  Commissioners  have  resolved  to  issue  an  order  to  authorize  out- 
door relief  to  widows  with  one  child  or  more,  to  women  whose  husbands  are 
in  confinement  or  absent  from  Ireland,  and  who  have  a child  or  children,  and 
to  orphans. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  21,  184S. 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Com- 
missioners, our  report  of  the  state  of  this  Union. 

On  our  arrival  we  found  1121  paupers  in  the  workhouse,  built  only  to 
contain  840 : the  consequence  was,  from  its  overcrowded  state,  that  fever  and 
other  sickness  were  increasing  to  an  alarming  degree  ; there  were  73  cases  of 
fever;  other  sickness,  138 ; total,  211:  the  number  of  deaths  during  the  pre- 
vious three  months  amounted  to  74.  This  overcrowding  of  the  workhouse 
was  continued  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  contrary  to  the  repeated  expos- 
tulation of  the  medical  officer,  and  against  the  order  of  the  Commissioners ; 
and  the  only  measure  adopted  by  the  Guardians  was  hiring  two  houses  in  the 
town  as  dormitories  for  the  children,  who  were  brought  back  every  morning  to 
the  workhouse. 

The  applicants  for  out-door  relief  amounted  to  upwards  of  6000  ; the  elected 
Guardians,  at  all  times  willing  to  increase  this  list,  although  taking  no  steps  to 
obtain  funds  to  meet  the  expenses ; and  the  relief  given  by  the  relieving  officers 
was  open  to  many  objections  on  the  part  of  the  ratepayers,  being  in  money,  and 
not  in  food,  and  given,  as  was  alleged,  with  a great  deal  of  favouritism. 

There  were  no  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  to  meet  the  demands  for 
the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor,  daily  increasing  in  numbers,  with  a rate  struck 
on  only  six  electoral  divisions,  being  but  one-half  of  the  Union,  the  collectors 
of  which  were  totally  regardless  of  their  duty  ; and  no  measures  were  adopted 
by  the  late  Board  to  enforce  the  collection ; the  consequence  was,  that  a heavy 
debt  of  nearly  3000/.  was  incurred,  with  which  we  had  to  contend,  along  with 
many  other  evils,  on  our  taking  charge  of  the  Union.  Two  of  the  late  collec- 
tors were  defaulters ; one  of  them,  named  Mohan,  having  absconded  with  his 
collecting  books,  and  an  arrear  of  rate  amounting  to  300/.  ; the  other  collector, 
M'Cabe,  having  likewise  in  his  hands  a sum  of  upwards  of  50/. 

The  late  Board  had  taken  no  decisive  steps  to  bring  those  parties  to  justice, 
or  to  make  their  sureties  available.  The  collectors’  accounts  were  delayed 
being  brought  to  a final  adjustment,  in  consequence  of  the  majority  of  elected 
Guardians  outvoting  the  few  of  the  Board  who  were  inclined  to  propose  any 
measure  for  a satisfactory  arrangement  of  the  accounts.  The  rate  struck,  as 
heretofore  mentioned,  amounted  only  to  the  sum  of  6747/.  11s.  10 d,  to  meet 
the  large  debt  due  by  the  Union,  and  to  support  the  expenses  of  the  foregoing 
immense  number  of  recipients  of  in-door  and  applicants  for  out-door  relief 
W e also  discovered  that  considerable  jobbing  had  taken  place  by  contractors  ; 
it  was  difficult  in  consequence  to  induce  respectable  parties  to  offer  supplies. 
The  accounts  of  the  late  master,  imperfectly  and  fraudulently  made  up,  in 
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order  to  rob  the  Union,  and  prevent  a correct  view  of  the  real  balance,  of  either 
provisions  or  clothing,  properly  chargeable  to  him  We  have  now,  after  a 
searching  and  troublesome  examination  of  his  books,  ascertained  the  correct 
balance,  and  directed  proceedings  to  be  taken  against  his  sureties  lor  the  amount. 
The  clothing  department  totally  inefficient  in  supply  to  meet  the  changes 
requisite  for  the  health  of  the  inmates.  . . . 

No  trades  or  other  useful  occupation  are  encouraged  or  m progress,  with 
the  view  of  employment  in  the  workhouse.  The  reports  of  the  medical  officer 
are  most  alarming;  and  the  temporary  fever  hospital  m connexion  not  at  all 
sufficient  to  receive  that  class  of  destitution. 

The  majority  of  the  ratepayers  discontented  with  the  want  ol  a scrutiny  01 
the  valuation  or  a yearly  revision,  to  meet  the  many  changes  daily  taking  place 
in  the  holdings  of  the  Union.  Such  are  a portion  of  the  difficulties  we  had  to 
encounter;  and  we  shall  now  proceed  to  detail  the  measures  we  have  adopted 
to  overcome  them,  and  to  place  the  affairs  of  the  Union  in  a better  position. 

We,  immediately  after  our  arrival,  made  inquiries  with  the  view  ol  renting  a 
house  in  the  Union,  and  thus  to  decrease  the  numbers  in  the  workhouse,  and  to 
enable  us  to  apply  the  test  to  the  many  able-bodied  applicants  for  out-door 
relief.  We  failed  in  obtaining  one  suitable  until  the  last  week.  We  are  now 
in  treaty  for  an  extensive  concern,  formerly  used  as  a mill,  situate  near  Augh- 
namullen,  about  four  miles  from  Cooteliill,  capable  of  holding  upwards  ol  400. 
We  have  been  offered  this  house  at  a rent  of  35 Z.  per  annum ; the  roof  and  lofts 
are  in  good  repair ; and  we  propose,  should  the  Commissioners  sanction  the 
proceeding,  to  send  all  the  children  of  both  sexes  there,  with  the  schoolmaster 
and  schoolmistress  and  two  female  wardens  ; this  arrangement  will  prevent  the 
necessity  of  a second  staff'  of  officers,  and  thus  prevent  a considerable  expense  to 
the  Union.  The  outlay  on  this  concern  will  he  hut  trifling,  and  can  be  made 
without  much  delay.  This  will  be  a great  relief  to  the  workhouse,  and  enable 
us  to  make  use  of  the  temporary  dormitories  rented  in  Cooteliill  for  the  recep- 
tion of  those  afflicted  with  fever,  and  thus  remove  from  the  workhouse  all  con- 
tagious disease. 

We  have  carefully  examined  into  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers,  and 
made  arrangements  to  give  out-door  relief  in  food,  and  not  as  heretofore  in 
money.  We  invited  the  inspection  of  the  ratepayers  thereto ; and  we  trust  in 
a short  time,  by  constantly  revising  them,  to  check  the  favouritism  and  fraud, 
and  to  give  relief  to  those  really  deserving.  With  this  view,  we  have  requested 
and  obtained  the  co-operation  of  many  of  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic 
clergymen  of  the  Union,  who  visited  us  on  our  arrival,  cheerfully  offering  their 
services  in  that  duty,  as  well  as  giving  their  assistance  and  advice  towards  a 
speedy  collection  of  the  poor-rate,  In  this  latter  and  important  part  of  our 
duty  we  had  much  and  valuable  assistance  from  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Browne, 
the  Roman  Catholic  bishop  of  the  diocese,  who  tendered  to  us  all  the  aid  his 
clergy  might  be  able  to  give.  The  consequence  has  been,  the  rates  are  now 
speedily  being  collected  ; and  we  anticipate  that  in  course  of  another  fortnight 
we  shall  have  the  debt  of  3000/.  paid  off,  and  a balance  in  the  hands  of  our 
treasurer. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  has  occupied  our  most  anxious  and  serious  con- 
sideration ; only  one-half  the  electoral  divisions  being,  as  before  detailed,  in 
course  of  collection,  we  have  struck  a rate  on  the  remaining  half ; appointed 
collectors  ; and  we  trust  that  now  the  entire  Union  is  being  made  available  for 
that  purpose,  our  funds  will  shortly  be  increased,  our  credit  strengthened,  and 
the  tenders,  now  advertised  for  to  be  received  next  week,  taken  on  more  advan- 
tageous terms  by  one-half  than  heretofore. 

We  have  adopted  the  most  summary  proceedings,  under  the  advice  of  the 
solicitor  of  the  Union,  to  compel  the  two  defaulting  collectors  or  their  sureties 
to  pay  m the  large  balance  in  their  hands  ; and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe, 
from  the  last  report  of  that  gentleman,  that  no  loss  will  take  place  in  this  respect 
W e have  taken  steps  to  assure  contractors  that  the  system  of  unjust  contracts, 
given  heretofore  by  reason  of  friendship  at  the  Board,  will  be  now  entirely  dis- 
continued ; for  that  purpose  we  have  had  a box  prepared,  standing  in  the  hall,  to 
receive  tenders  up  to  the  hour  of  the  day  for  opening  them,  when  each  person 
proposing  is  invited  to  be  present — thus  seeing  that  no  unjust  preference  to  any 
person  is  given;  and  we  offer  cash  payments  hereafter,  the  result  of  which  we 
areconfident  will  be  an  enormous  saving  to  the  Union. 
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By  weekly  checking  the  collectors’  accounts,  and  summoning  them  before 
the  petty  sessions,  we  have  at  length  shown  them  that  they  must  do  their  duty, 
and  by  this  means  a sum  of  302 ’ll.  13s.  7d.  has  been  collected  of  the  present 
rate  up  to  last  Friday,  and  this  only  collectable  on  half  of  the  Union ; the.  rate 
on  the  other  half,  struck  on  the  11th  instant,  amounts  to  4461/.  7s.  3 cl.,  and 
which  we  have  bound  the  collectors  to  pay  in  within  two  months,  will  enable 
us  in  a great  measure  to  overcome  the  financial  difficulties. 

We  regret  to  be  obliged  to  state  that  many  of  the  large  proprietors  are  most 
backward  in  paying  their  rates  ; one  landlord,  being  the  largest  in  the  Union, 
totally  refuses  to  give  his  unfortunate  tenantry  one  shilling  of  their  legal  allow- 
ance, threatening,  in  case  they  proceed  to  enforce  it,  to  eject  them,  and  for  that 
purpose  has  heretofore  had  notice  to  quit  served  on  several  of  them  ; even  the 
rate  due  on  his  own  immediate  occupation  had  to  be  enforced  under  the  threat 
of  seizure  of  his  cattle,  and  would  not  have  been  paid  till  our  collector  was 
proceeding  to  seize  and  drive  his  stock.  This  hardship  and  annoyance  on  a 
poor  occupying  tenantry  has  been  a means  of  making  the  “ Poor  Law  ” very 
unpopular  with  the  ratepayers ; and  it  would  tend  much  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Union,  if  the  Legislature  would  devise  some  means  by  which,  in  the  first 
instance,  the  rates  should  be  paid  by  the  landlord,  and  thus  protect  the  occupier 
from  the  oppression  alluded  to. 

We  have  advertised  for  a competent  person  to  undertake  the  duties  of  revising 
valuator,  at  an  annual  salary  of  30/.,  whose  duties  will  be  to  receive  all  objections 
as  to  the  equality  of  the  valuation  and  change  of  occupation,  and  who  in  short 
will  be  accountable  that  the  rate-books  are  properly  made  out,  so  as  to  enable 
the  Vice-Guardians  legally  and  equitably  to  declare  a rate  which  can  give  no 
just  cause  of  complaint. 

We  here  deem  it  our  duty  to  submit  to  the  Commissioners  the  fact  of  the 
want  of  employment  to  the  able-bodied,  on  the  part  of  the  landlords  and  larger 
occupiers. 

This  Union  contains  107,699  acres,  valued  at  73,490/.  4s.,  with  a population 
of  67,178.  From  every  inquiry  we  have  been  able  to  make,  we  cannot  ascertain 
that  any  proprietor  at  this  moment  has  more  than  ten  workmen  in  his  employ- 
ment ; and  this  class  of  employers  is  very  small  indeed.  From  such  an  absence 
of  employment  it  is  easy  to  imagine  the  poverty  that  at  present  prevails ; and 
it  would  have  been  an  imperative  duty  on  us  to  have  submitted  to  your  Board 
the  propriety  of  issuing  an  order,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Extension  Act, 
for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  were  it  not  at  this  period  of  the  year  the 
landed  proprietors  and  farmers  must  offer  speedy  employment  to  till  their  land! 
and  put  in  the  crop.  Should  this  take  place  to  the  full  extent  even  of  other 
seasons,  we  cannot  conceal  from  ourselves  that  such  will  be  but  for  a short 
period ; and  in  th6  absence  of  all  public  works,  the  destitution  that  is  likely  to 
take  place  during  part  of  the  summer  months,  will  be  a source  of  great  anxiety 
to  us,  and  well  worthy  the  humane  consideration  of  your  Board.  The  gentry 
of  this  Union  are  far  from  being  a wealthy  class ; and  the  prospect  of  employ- 
ment from  them  is  not  to  be  looked  to  for  the  support  of  this  very  destitute 
Union.  Unless  they  immediately  come  forward  to  give  their  assistance,  which 
we  regret  to  state  they  have  not  as  yet  done,  or  that  some  public  work,  assisted 
by  emigration,  is  brought  into  practice,  the  destitution  and  consequent  misery 
will  entail  the  necessity  of  that  which  we  have  as  yet  struggled  to  avoid,  namely, 
out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  27,  1 848. 

I am  to  express  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  course  which 
you  are  taking,  with  a view  to  bring  the  Union  into  a better  state. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  your  taking  the  room  from  Mr.  Deane,  under 
the  premises  rented  from  Mr.  Mitchell. 

The  Commissioners  also  approve  of  the  hiring  of  the  mill  at  Greenvale, 
near  Aughnamullen,  and  the  course  which  you  propose  to  pursue  in  sending 
the  children  there  under  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  and  two  wards- 
women. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  the  result  of  your  adver- 
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Cootehiil  Uuion.  tisements  for  contracts,  when  the  tenders  have  been  received  and  the  contracts 
made. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  proposed  appointment  of  a revisor,  at  a 
salary  of  30Z.  per  annum. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  April  3,  1848. 

We  beg  leave  to  forward  you  the  annexed  report  from  the  clerk  of  the 
Union  in  reference  to  proceedings  against  collectors,  under  section  100  of  1st 
and  2nd  Viet.,  cap.  56,  from  which  you  will  perceive  it  is  impossible  to  punish 
those  officers  in  consequence  of  the  non-attendance  of  magistrates,  whereby  an 
efficient  collection  of  the  rates  is  greatly  retarded,  and  much  inconvenience  is 
likely  to  arise  to  the  Union. 

The  petty  sessions  day  at  Rockcurry  is  Wednesday  each  fortnight,  the  next 
day  for  that  purpose  should  be  Wednesday  the  12th  instant;  we  must  again 
prepare  and  have  served  fresh  notices  on  the  collectors,  summon  them  for  that 
day  in  case  of  default,  but  we  apprehend  no  good  result  therefrom  unless  Go- 
vernment shall  direct  a stipendiary  magistrate  to  attend  on  that  day. 

You  will  also  perceive  that  at  the  petty  sessions  at  Cootehiil  no  conviction 
was  obtained,  we  therefore  take  leave  to  suggest  to  the  Commissioners  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  that  a stipendiary  magistrate  be  directed  to  attend 
at  Cootehiil  on  Saturday  the  8th  instant,  when  we  shall  have  the  business  again 
brought  before  the  Court. 

We  apprehend  no  better  result  than  that  hereinbefore  detailed  at  Newbliss, 
Monaghan,  (see  Clerk’s  report,)  on  next  Wednesday  the  5th,  unless  a similar 
order  is  made  for  that  place. 


Enclosure. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Union  to  the  Vice-Guardians  -.—April  3,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  report,  that  in  pursuance  of  your  directions  I attended  at  Rockcurry  on 
Wednesday  last,  the  29th  ultimo,  to  prosecute  a collector,  Richard  Nesbitt,  for  disobedience 
of  your  order,  calling  upon  him  to  collect  and  lodge  in  the  branch  of  the  Provincial  Bank  in 
Cootehiil,  a sum  of  not  less  than  500/.  on  or  before  the  23rd  March  last;  and  having  waited 
till  late  in  the  evening  no  magistrate  attended,  I was  informed  by  the  clerk  of  the  petty 
sessions  that  no  petty  session  was  held  there  for  the  last  six  weeks  in  consequence  of  the  non- 
attendance  of  magistrates. 

I also  attended  at  Cootehiil  on  Saturday  last  to  prosecute  another  collector,  named  Edward 
Redly,  for  a simdar  offence;  the  magistrates  adjourned  the  case  till  next.  Saturday,  in  order  to 
give  the  collector  an  opportunity  to  produce  his  collecting  books  to  show  that  he  had  used  due 
ddigence,  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  were  not  in  a position  to  state  whether  the  order 
Mas  a reasonable  one  or  not. 

I purpose  attending  at  Newbliss  on  Wednesday  next  to  prosecute  the  other  collector 
Joseph  Wright,  as  the  petty  sessions  are  only  held  there  every  alternate  Wednesday  as  also 
in  Rockcurry. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—April  7,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receint  of 
your  communication  of  the  3rd  instant,  relative  to  certain  proceeding  Jainst 
collectors  of  poor  rate  in  the  Cootehiil  Union,  and  suggesting  that  a sfinmrWv 

Scurfyti™ht  12threCbdtt0  atje“da‘C°°tehffl  on  the  8th  instant^  and  at 
Kochcurry  on  the  12th  instant;  and  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have 

consideration  of  his  ExccU^cy 
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Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners: — Febrmi'y  9,  1848. 

_ I have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, that  I attended  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  both 
yesterday  and  to-day.  The  number  of  applicants  for  relief  still  continues  very 
large,  and  as  there  is  but  little  doubt  as  to  the  destitution  of  those  who  apply 
the  Vice-Guardians  have  been  obliged  to  add  2652  to  the  out-door  relief  list! 
the  workhouse  being  quite  full.  The  expenditure  is  thus  increased — the 
quantity  of  Indian  meal  required  for  this  week  being  over  46  tons,  value  440/., 
to  this  is  to  be  added  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  workhouse,  as  well  as  the 
payment  of  the  officers,  making  the  weekly  outlay  very,  nearly  600/.,  while  the 
amount  of  rate  paid  in  since  this  day  week,  does  not  exceed  1 12/.  7s.  4d. 

Both  the  collectors  attended  at  the  Board-room  this  day.  Sir  Richard  O’Don- 
nell  reports  that  there  are  but  two  individuals  in  his  three  electoral  divisions 
whose  rate  amounts  to  5/.,  who  have  not  paid,  and  against  these  two  persons  he 
has  commenced  legal  proceedings  in  the  local  courts,  as  well  as  against  a very, 
large  number  of  others  owing  smaller  amounts. 

Mr.  Louden  handed  in  a list  of  defaulters  for  very  large  sums,  amounting 
altogether  to  nearly  2400/.,  and  including  all  the  principal  proprietors  in  the 
Union ; but  from  his  own  statement  he  does  not  appear  to  have  taken  any  steps 
to  enforce  payment.  In  no  case  has  he  done  more  than  serve  the  legal  notice 
of  6 or  15  days,  and  in  several  instances  he  has  not  even  done  this.  It  is 
quite  clear  if  greater  exertion  is  not  used  on  his  part,  the  rate  will  not  be  col- 
lected, for  I find  that  out  of  the  2000/.  paid  in  by  him  he  has  received  nearly 
1200/.  from  the  Marquis  of  Sligo,  and  his  lordship  still  owes  nearly  800/.,  if 
the  list  submitted  by  Mr.  Louden  be  correct.  But  to  enable  the  Commissioners 
to  judge  of  the  manner  in  which  he  has  acted,  I beg  to  enclose  his  own  docu- 
ment, and  shall  feel  obliged  by  receiving  their  instructions  as  to  what  I should 
do. 

I am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  report  that  the  funds  of  the  Union  are  not  equal 
to  the  present  demand  on  the  Vice-Guardians ; and  notwithstanding  the  liberal 
contributions  of  the  British  Association,  I find  they  are  now  in  debt  over  1500/., 
and  towards  the  payment  of  this  debt  they  have  but  half  the  incoming  rate, 
the  other  half  being  allocated. to  the  liquidation  of  the  debts  of  the  late  Board ; 
1244/.  of  this  debt  has  been  incurred  for  Indian  meal,  to  supply  the  out-door 
relief,  on  which  the  Vice-Guardians  did  not  calculate  when  they  struck  the  rate, 
the  total  cost  being  2044/.,  from  which  is  to  be  deducted  the  sum  of  800/.! 
received  in  three  remittances  from  the  British  Association. 
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Enclosure. 


L,st  of  Persons  who  have  not.  paid  their  Rates,  laid  by  Mr  Lsnden,  Rate  Collector,  before  the  Board  of 
Vice-Guardians  this  9th  day  of  February,  1848. 


Residence. 

[ame  of  Immediate  Lessor. 

Liabilities. 

Observations. 

£.  s.  d. 

Westport 

Marquis  of  Sligo  . • 

Electoral  Division  of  Westport  . 

Louisburgh 

455  0 7 f 
468  7 Si 

List  and  details  furnished. 

Aughagower 

Kilmena  . 

,595  7 64 

Paid  7001. 

Castlebar  . 

Lord  Lucan  . . ■ 

Westport  . 
Kilmaclasser 

132  10  0| 
114  2 Ilf 

Served  on  11th  December,  1847. 

Kilmeena 

16  9 3J 

> > n 

Aughagower 

j)  > > 

Louisburgh 
Clare  Island 

31  8 Gi 

317  0 10J 

Paid. 

362.  paid. 

Sir  Roger  Palmer  . « 

Westport  . 
Islandeady 

140  1 3* 
65  3 Of 

List  and  details  furnished  to  the 
Agent. 

Aughagower 

223  10  1 i 

Westport  . 

78  11  Si 

Served  ou  2nd  February,  1848. 

, , Occupier 

»» 

110  9 7 

” ” 

Brabason  Sharp . . . 

Louisburgh 

61  0 0 

List  and  detail  lurnished  to  the 

Aughagower 

92  13  9J 

Agent 

Newport . . 

Sir  Richard  Annesley 

Islandeady 

36  n 9| 

Served  on  4th  February,  1848. 

O'Donnell,  Bart.  . . 

Kilmeena 

” ” 

Tulley  . . 

James  Garvey  . . • 

Louisburgh 

31  14  7± 

31  14  7f 

Served  ou  2nd  February,  1848. 

Oldhead 

Francis  Garvey  . • 

»i 

28  15  0 

Rev.  Francis  Rutledge . 

,, 

39  4 9 

39  4 9 

Kilboyne 

Sir  Samuel  O'Malley, 
Bart. 

Clare  Island 
Louisburgh 

79  13  9$ 
68  4 lOf 

Not  served. 

Kilmeena 

257  2 6 

John  T.  Bourse  • ■ 

Islandeady 

43  7 10 

43  1 10 

Not  served. 

7 10  0 

Served  on  9 th  December,  184T. 

Green  bill. 

Domlt.  Jos.  Bourke  . . 

Islandeady 

13  19  If 

>i  »i 

Occupier 

Aughagower 

14  1 3 

55  6 7f 
63  12  9 
28  13  9 

” »» 

,, 

>> 

,, 

Mt.  Browne  . 

John  Browne  . ■ . 

Electoral  Division  of  Westport  . 

63  12  9 

Served  on  13th  December,  1847. 
Paid  301.  14s.  34. 

Not  served. 

Ballinrobe  . 

Courtney  Kenny  . . 

,, 

28  13.  9 

Westport  . 

Kilmeena 

3 7 4£ 

>> 

Westport  . 

19  1 7J 

Moyoure 

Charles  M'Donnell  . . 

Kilmeena 

16  11  Gf 

Not  served. 

>> 

Aughagower 

30  9 Ilf 

Knocks 

IS 

Kilmeena 

22  6 3 

22  6 3 

23  16  7 
9 7 6 

5 12  6 
7 11  101 

6 11  3 

Not  served. 

Killenacoff  . 

(Robert  Ekins  and 
1 Robert  Cottingham 

IS 

Westport . 

23  16  7 

Served  on  24th  January,  1848. 

Ayleraire  . 

Mrs.  Mary  Costello 
Charles  O’Malley,  jun. 
Francis  M’Donel  . . 

;» 

Louisburgh 
Westport  . 

Islandeady 

Not  served. 

Served  on  16  th  December. 
Served  on  4th  February,  1848. 
Served  on  9th  February,  1848. 
Has  got  his  bill  before  he  left, 

Westport  . 

, , 

Not  served. 

Robert  Buchannan  . . 

y i 

>> 

Lost. 

| 

3,146  16  6jj 

Reply  to  tlie  foregoing : — February  12,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  9th  instant,  relating  to  the  Westport  Union;  and  with  reference 
to  the  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  the  collection  of  the  poor-rate  in  collector 
Louden’s  district,  I am  to  state  that  Mr.  Louden  has  been  required  to  furnish 
the  Commissioners  with  an  explanation  on  the  subject,  and  has  been  informed 
that  unless  he  furnishes  a satisfactory  explanation,  an  order  will  be  issued  for 
his  dismissal  from  the  office  of  collector. 
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AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  9,  1843.  Westport  Union. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  we  have  to  state  that  we  this 
day  questioned.  Sir  Richard  O’Donnell  as  to  what  steps  he  had  taken  against 
Mr.  Hilles,  the  magistrate  mentioned  in  our  last  report,  to  compel  payment  of 
the  rates  due  by  him  ; and  he  has  informed  us  that  he  had  previously  served  a 
six  days’  notice,  and  yesterday  gave  a summons  to  that  gentleman,  who  imme- 
diately paid  a part,  but  will  be  proceeded  against  if  the  remainder  is  not  paid 
against  the  next  petty  sessions’  day.  Sir  Richard  succeeded  in  obtaining 
decrees  yesterday  against  200  persons  for  poor-rates.  He  states  there  are  but 
two  whose  rates  amount  to  five  pounds ; and  that  he  has  no  doubt  he  will 
enforce  payment  of  the  entire  rate  in  his  district,  without  the  intervention  of 
the  superior  Courts.  We  have  very  seriously  urged  the  other  collector, 

Mr.  Louden,  to  more  active  exertions.  He  laid  before  us  a list  of  persons 
subject  to  the  largest  amount  of  rate  in  his  district ; but  as  it  was  not  suffi- 
ciently explicit  respecting  the  means  he  had  taken  to  enforce  payment,  we  have 
left  it  with  Mr.  Lynch,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  obtain  additional 
information  on  that  point,  as  we  did  not  consider  that  we  could  ask  your  sanc- 
tion to  sue  the  parties  iu  the  superior  Courts,  till  it  could  be  shown  that  the 
collector  had  taken  proper  measures  to  enforce  payment. 

The  poor-rates  collected  and  lodged  to  our  credit  in  this  Union  during  the 
last  week  amount  to  112Z.  7s.  Id.;  and  we  have  received  from  Mr.  Lynch, 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  2001,  granted  by  the  British  Association,  in 
aid  of  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  this  Union.  We  have  paid  in  part 
discharge  of  the  out-door  relief  and  the  other  current  expenses  312/.  7s.  Qkd. 

The  quantity  of  meal  required  for  distribution  to  the  destitute  poor  on  the 
relieving  officers’  books  for  the  ensuing  week  is  46  tons  1 1 cwts.  0 qrs.  24£  lbs., 
a large  portion  of  which  we  have  been  enabled  to  contract  for  at  9/.  per  ton, 
distributed ; the  contract  to  continue  for  two  months. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  1 1,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  report  of  the 
9th  instant,  and  have  observed  with  much  surprise  that  Mr.  Louden,  one  of 
your  collectors  of  rates,  has  been  allowred  to  remain  nearly  inactive.  They 
have,  therefore,  apprised  him,  that  if  he  does  not  give  an  explanation  which  is 
satisfactory  to  the  Commissioners,  they  are  prepared  to  issue  a sealed  order  for 
his  removal  from  office. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  have  his  books  closely  examined, 
to  ascertain  the  steps  which  he  has  taken  already,  and  to  direct  the  proceedings 
which  should  be  resorted  to  where  the  rates  shall  not  be  paid  within  the  time 
appointed  after  service  of  notice. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — Feb'uary  16,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  state  that  the  amount  to  our  credit  in  the  Bank 
this  day  was  177/.  15s.  7d .,  of  which  51Z.  14s.  6d.  was  lodged  by  Mr.  Louden, 
rate-collector,  during  the  last  week ; and  we  have  paid  for  out-door  relief  and 
other  current  expenses  17 71.  11s.  4 d. 

There  are  over  20,000  persons  now  on  the  relieving  officers’  books  entitled  to 
receive  relief;  and  the  quantity  of  Indian-meal  required  for  this  week’s  distri- 
bution is  52  tons  17  cwt.  0 qrs.  3b  lbs.  This  we  have  been  unable  to  provide,  not 
having  any  funds  for  that  purpose ; and  all  the  contractors  have  declined  to 
supply  any  more  till  some  portion  of  the  money  at  present  due  to  them  for  the 
meal  already  furnished  is  paid. 

Upon  our  own  personal  responsibility,  and  with  the  advice  of  Mr.  Lynch, 
Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  we  have  procured  the  quantity  required  for  a 
week’s  food  for  the  people  of  Clare  and  Boffin  Islands,  as  should  the  weather 
become  rough,  the  inhabitants  would  be  cut  off  from  all  communication,  and 
deaths  might  ensue  if  left  without  any  provision. 

One  of  our  body  will  attend  at  Westport  on  Saturday  next,  and  be  prepared 
to  issue  the  necessary  orders,  if  you  shall  determine  to  place  funds  at  our 
disposal  to  pay  for  the  week’s  supply. 


4 P 2 
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Westport  Union.  The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — February  19,  1848. 

In  connexion  with  the  letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  addressed 
to  you  by  this  day’s  post  on  the  subject  of  the  collection  of  the  poor-rates  in 
Castlebar,  Westport,  and  Ballinrobe  Unions,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state 
that  they  applied  yesterday  to  the  British  Association  for  an  advance  to  West- 
port  Union  of  530 /,.  and  the  Commissioners  trust  that  this  sum  has  been 
received  by  the  Vice-Guardians. 

At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  deem  it  right  to  state,  that  they  have 
felt  the  greatest  possible  reluctance  in  making  an  application  for  so  large  a sum 
in  an  Union  wherein  the  uncollected  rates  amounted  on  the  9th  instant  to  no 
less  a sum  than  6,101/. 

After  making  due  allowance  for  the  just  demands  of  the  creditors,  a sufficient 
sum  should  be  collected  weekly,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  in-door  relief,  and  of 
out-door  relief  to  persons  entitled  to  it  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Extension  Act ; and  the  Commissioners  urgently  request  you  to  enforce 
the  collection  of  the  rates  in  Westport  Union,  in  order  to  supersede  the  necessity 
of  such  large  advances,  which  if  continued,  will  tend  to  exhaust  the  funds  of 
the  British  Association,  and  will  be  otherwise  attended  with  disastrous  conse- 
quences. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  16,  1848. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  relief  still  continues  to  increase,  and  the 
Vice-Guardians  were  this  day  obliged  to  add  2 172  persons  to  the  out-door  relief 
list,  leaving  the  total  number,  after  deducting  those  who  were  struck  off  for  non- 
attendance  at  the  work,  &c.,  20,338  ; and  to  provide  these  people  with  food  for 
this  week,  it  would  require  52  tons  17cwt.  of  Indian-meal,  value  nearly  500/., 
while  the  amount  of  rate  collected  since  my  last  report  is  but  51/.  14*.  6il. ; and 
as  the  Vice-Guardians  had  no  other  means  at  their  disposal,  the  contractors 
refused  to  supply  any  further  quantity  till  they  were  paid  some  portion  of  the 
amount  already  due  to  them ; the  Vice-Guardians  therefore  adjourned  their 
meeting  till  Saturday  next,  by  which  time  they  hope  to  be  put  in  funds  through 
the  interference  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners.  I beg  to  refer  to  my  report 
of  the  9th  instant,  in  which  I alluded  to  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  funds  of 
the  Union,  from  which  it  was  quite  clear  that  the  Vice-Guardians  could  not 
continue  to  pay  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  workhouse,  and  support  the  mul- 
titude of  persons  on  the  out-door  relief,  unless  they  received  considerable 
assistance  in  addition  to  the  incoming  rate  of  the  Union. 

The  immediate  attention  of  the  Commissioners  should  be  directed  to  the 
lamentable  condition  of  these  20,000  poor  persons,  who  are  now  solely  de- 
pendent on  what  they  receive  from  the  Union  for  their  very  existence  • and  I 
cannot  contemplate  the  delay  of  even  one  or  two  days  without  the  most ’serious 
apprehension;  and  so  great  was  the  danger  of  delaying  the  supply  for  the 
islands  of  Clare  Island,  Boffin,  and  Innisturk,  that  I prevailed  on  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  become  personally  responsible  for  the  quantity  required  for  those 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—February  18,  1848. 

, .,  Tee  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  Count  Strzelecki  for  a 

tenlnce  of'th^de^-f3^'’  t0  Vice'Guardians  to  Provide  for  the  main- 

ensuing  week ; and  the  Commissioners 
will  addiess  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  subject  by  to-morrow’s  post 


Mr.  Leckey,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  19,  1848. 

,r  n compliance  with  the  minute  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Vice-Guardians  held  here  on  Wednesday  last,  I attended  this  day  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  your  mstructions  relative  to  the  supply  of  provisions  to 
the  destitute  poor  on  the  out-door  relief  lists ; and  received  from  Mr  Lynch, 
Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  an  order  from  the  Agent  of  the  British 
Association  for  530/.  worth  of  provisions,  on  the  Commissariat  stores  at  Ballin- 
robe,  to  be  applied  to  that  purpose.  But  on  consideration  of  the  urgent 
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destitute  condition  of  the  great  hulk  of  the  people,  crowds  of  whom  had 
assembled  in  the  town,  and  were  clamorous  for  food,  and  dreading  that  fatal 
results  might  occur  by  awaiting  the  transport  of  the  food  from  Ballinrobe  to 
the  various  localities  of  this  extended  Union,  which  must  occupy  several  days, 
I thought  myself  called  on  to  induce  Mr.  Lynch  to  join  me  in  a personal 
engagement  to  the  contractors  (who  had  previously  refused  the  Board  any 
urther  supplies  of  food  on  credit),  to  guarantee  payment  to  them,  if  they 
fwould  distribute  the  necessary  quantity  of  meal  for  the  week. 

I am  happy  to  say  Mr.  Lynch  promptly  co-operated  with  me  in  this 
arrangement ; and  on  application  to  the  town  contractors  they  acceded  to  our 
written  request,  and  I trust  the  rural  contractors,  to  whom  we  have  also 
written,  will  do  so  likewise.  The  quantity  of  meal  I have  ordered  amounts  to 
494?.  18s.  6c?.;  and  as  the  probable  lodgments  by  the  rate  collectors  in  the 
ensuing  week  will  be  required  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  Union,  I do 
not  entertain  a hope  of  the  Board  being  in  a position  from  the  rates,  to  liquidate 
so  heavy  an  expenditure,  agreeable  to  the  prospect  we  have  held  out  to  the 
contractors.  I trust  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  placing  funds  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Vice-Guardians  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Board,  I 
should  not  have  felt  authorized  to  have  adopted  this  extreme  course;  but  from 
the  reports  of  the  relieving  officers,  and  the  wretched  appearance  of  the  people 
assembled  in  the  town,  I dreaded  the  most  disastrous  consequences  might  result 
from  delay. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  19,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
18th  instant,  stating  that  the  Commissioners  had  made  application  to  Count 
Strzelecki  for  a further  advance  of  530?.  to  enable  the  Vice- Guardians  to 
provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  for  the  ensuing  week  ; the 
same  post  brought  me  a letter  from  the  Count  Strzelecki,  enclosing  an  order 
on  the  Commissariat  depot,  Ballinrobe,  for  provisions  to  the  amount  of  530?., 
but  as  it  was  quite  impossible  to  make  this  order  available  for  the  present 
week’s  distribution,  and  as  the  poor  people  were  waiting  in  the  town  for  their 
weekly  supply  of  meal,  and  as  Mr.  Lecky  and  I felt  convinced  that  any  dis- 
appointment might  beattended  with  the  most  serious  consequences  to  the  vast 
multitude  who  are  now  entirely  dependent  for  food  on  what  they  receive  from 
the  Union,  we  were  compelled  to  give  our  personal  security  to  the  contractors 
for  the  amount  of  the  meal  required  for  this  week’s  supply,  amounting  to 
nearly  500?.  The  contractors  in  Westport  at  once  agreed  to  issue  the  meal  on 
our  guarantee,  and  I trust  the  country  contractors  will  do  the  same.  I enclose 
a copy  of  the  letter  of  guarantee  addressed  to  each  contractor. 

I beg  you  will  assure  the  Commissioners,  that  nothing  but  the  most  urgent 
necessity  could  have  induced  me  to  have  thus  interfered  between  the  con- 
tractors and  the  Vice-Guardians ; but  from  the  statements  made  to  me  by  the 
relieving  officers,  and  from  the  wretched  and  miserable  appearance  of  the  poor 
people  who  came  into  town  yesterday  and  to-day  (Fridays  and  Saturdays  are 
the  regular  days  of  distribution) , I felt  I would  be  wanting  in  my  duty  if  I did 
not  make  every  exertion  in  my  power  to  have  them  relieved. 

I trust,  therefore,  the  Commissioners  will  approve  of  the  course  which  has 
been  adopted,  and  that  they  will  place  sufficient  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Vice-Guardians,  to  enable  them  to  pay  off  this  heavy  liability,  for  I am  sorry 
to  be  obliged  to  say  there  is  little  hope  of  their  being  enabled  to  do  so  out  of 
the  incoming  rates,  which  are  barely  sufficient  to  sustain  the  workhouse,  and 
pay  off  a portion  of  the  debts  of  the  late  Board,  to  which  the  Vice-Guardians 
are  pledged  to  allocate  one-half  of  the  present  rate,  till  they  have  discharged 
50  per  cent,  on  the  old  debts. 

Arrangements  shall  be  made  to  convey  the  530?.  worth  of  meal  from  the 
Commissariat  depot,  Ballinrobe,  to  supply  the  several  districts  in  this  Union 
during  the  ensuing  week. 


Westport  Union. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  and  Mr.  Lynch  respectively 
February  21,  1848. 

The  sum  of  530/.  will  be  remitted  to-morrow  to  assist  you  in  providing 
for  the  wants  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Lynch  : — February  24,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  the  minutes  oi  proceedings 
of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Westport  Union  on  the  16th  instant,  when  the 
Guardians  directed  the  clerk  of  the  Union  to  examine  Collector  Louden’s 
books,  with  a view  to  ascertaining  the  course  which  he  was  adopting  in 
enforcing  payment  of  the  rates. 

The  Commissioners  think  that  the  collection  of  the  rates  at  the  present  time 
is  a matter  of  great  importance;  and  that  it  would  have  been  very  desirable 
that  the  Vice-Guardians  should  themselves  have  examined  Mr.  Louden’s 
books. 

An  examination  of  the  collector’s  books  by  the  Vice-Guardians  would  enable 
them  to  detect,  and  at  once  to  give  definite  instructions  in  cases  in  which  it 
should  appear  requisite  to  require  the  collector  to  make  greater  exertions ; 
and  the  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  Vice-Guardians  accordingly. 

The  Commissioners  also  think  it  would,  be  desirable  that  the  attention  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  should  be  directed  to  the  duty  of  more  strictly  scrutinizing 
the  out-door  relief  lists. 

For  this  purpose  one  of  them  might  attend  at  the  depots  and  see  the  paupers, 
and  examine  into  their  circumstances;  and  it  would  probably  be  in  your 
power  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  your  advice  on  some  of  these  occasions. 

I am,  at  the  same  time,  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  case  of  Charles  Malone, 
referred  to  in  the  minutes  of  the  Vice-Guardians’  proceedings  on  the  1.6th 
instant.  It  appears  desirable  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  should  lie  con- 
sidered by  the  Vice-Guardians,  with  a view  to  his  being  punished  for  the 
fraud  which  he  seems  to  have  committed. 

With  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  stones  broken  by  the  able-bodied  poor 
receiving  out-door  relief,  I am  to  state  that  they  should  not  be  sold  under  the 
market  price. 

Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners: — February  23,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st  in- 
stant. . I have  also  received  a bank  letter  of  credit  from  the  Commissary-General's 
office  for  530/.,  which  1 have  handed  over  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  to  provide  for  the 
wants  of  the  destitute  poor  in  this  Union. 

By  this  remittance  the  Vice-Guardians  have  been  enabled  to  pay  off  the  several 
contractors  for  the  meal  delivered  for  the  week  ending  the  19th  instant,  and  they 
have  issued  orders  on  the  Commissariat  depot  in  Balhnrobe  for  the  amount  of  the 
grant  made  in  my  favour  on  the  1 8th  instant  by  Count  de  Strzelecki  lor  530/.  In 
addition  to  this,  they  will  be  obliged  to  draw  on  the  contractors  for  a small  balance, 
and  they  will  also  have  to  provide  for  the  cost  of  carriage  and  distribution,  which, 
on  the  530/.  worth  of  meal,  will  amount  to  about  60/. 

The  rates  continue  to  come  in  very  slowly ; since  my  last  report  Mr.  Louden  has 
lodged  but  164/.  1 is.  10tZ.  It  appears  to  methata  great  part  of  his  time  isoccupied 
in  the  collection  of  the  grand  jury  cess  in  the  barony  of  Murrisk,  as  he  is  bound  to 
settle  his  account  on  the  8th  or  9th  March,  the  day  on  which  the  grand  jury  meet 
at  Castlebar.  The  clerk  has  called  on  both  the  collectors  to  assist  him  in  making 
out  the  lists  of  all  defaulters  rated  at  or  over  10/.,  to  be  made  out  on  the  printed 
forms  furnished  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners’  office;  and  as  this  return  will 
require  a statement  of  the  proceedings  taken  to  enforce  payment,  it  will,  I trust, 
have  a good  effect  in  exposing  the  collectors,  if  they  have  been  guilty  of  any 
negligence.  J 1 

I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  both  yesterday  and  to- 
day, and  was  much  surprised  to  find  that  the  number  of  applicants  for  relief 
continues  fully  as  large  as  it  was  during  the  last  month  ; and  on  inquiry  I find  the 
majority  are  persons  who  are  represented  to  have  offered  the  possession  of  their 
land  to  their  landlords  or  to  their  agents,  who  have  refused  to  accept  the  surrender 
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of  the  land. unless  accompanied  by  the  surrender  of  the  house;  and  in  many  cases 
I fear  this  course  is  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  10th  section  of  the 
Act.  The  Vice-Guardians  admitted  this  day  16  into  the  workhouse  ; they  added 
2282  to  the  out-door  relief  list,  and  the  entire  number  now  amounts  to  22,640. 
Had  the  recipients  of  relief  been  limited  to  the  persons  not  holding  more  than  a 
quarter  acre  of  land,  the  number  in  this  Union  could  not  have  exceeded  18,000  or 
20,000  ; but  if  the  practice  of  giving  up,  or  offering  to  give  up  possession  continues 
as  heretofore,  I fear  we  shall  have  to  provide  for  more  than  half  the  entire  popu- 
lation. 

I found  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  state  of  \the  workhouse  under  the  special  notice 
of  the  Vice-Guardians.  The  new  master  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  possessed  of 
sufficient  determination  to  enforce  the  rules  of  the  Commissioners ; the  paupers  do 
not  appear  to  have  that  respect  for  him  which  is  so  essential  to  secure  obedience. 
The  house  and  yards  are  not  kept  in  that  clean  and  orderly  manner  so  absolutely 
necessary  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  inmates.  The  Vice-Guardians  pointed  all 
this  out  to  Mr.  Johnston,  and  intimated  to  him  that  if  there  was  not  a very  con- 
siderable change  for  the  better  they  would  feel  obliged  to  recommend  his  removal. 

Much  inconvenience  is  experienced  by  the  clerk  by  the  irregular  manner  in  which 
the  out-door  relief  accounts  are  kept  by  the  relieving  officers.  The  consequence  is, 
that  he  is  unable  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  the  information  called  for 
from  time  to  time.  I have  frequently  called  the  attention  of  the  relieving  officers 
to  this  part  of  their  duty,  but  have  not  been  enabled  to  induce  more  than  three  of 
them  to  keep  their  "relief  list”  regularly  written  up. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  25,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  23rd  instant,  relating  to  the  Westport  Union,  and  I am  to  state  that 
the  Commissioners  have  made  application  for  a further  advance  of  600/.  to  enable 
the  Vice-Guardians  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  of  the  Union 
during  the  ensuing  week. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  find  that  so  small  an  amount  of  rates  has  been 
collected  during  the  past  week,  and  they  request  your  attention  to  their  letter  of 
yesterday’s  date  regarding  the  examination  of  the  collectors’  accounts.  The  Com- 
missioners have  to-day  received  a letter  from  Mr.  Louden,  dated  the  22nd  instant, 
expressing  his  hope  to  have  a large  sum  collected  in  the  course  of  a week  ; and  he 
states  that  he  has  furnished  lists  of  their  rates  to  the  immediate  lessors  who  are 
defaulters,  and  has  served  them  with  the  15  days’  notice.  This  should  be  followed 
up  by  immediate  proceedings  in  cases  of  non-payment.  And  the  Commissioners 
are  desirous  that  you  should  keep  the  special  attention  of  the  Vice-Guardians  directed 
to  the  subject,  with  a view  to  their  taking  the  necessary  steps  to  have  the  collection 
of  the  rate  effected,  and  to  stimulate  the  collectors  to  the  prompt  and  energetic 
discharge  of  their  duties. 

With  respect  to  the  pressure  of  applicants  for  relief,  I am  to  draw  you  attention 
to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  yesterday  with  regard  to  the  checking  and  exami- 
nation of  the  relief  lists  ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Vice-Guardians  to  the  necessity  for  a strict  application  of  the  labour  test,  and 
that  you  will  report  specially  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  present  operation  of  that 
test  in  the  Westport  Union,  and  the  number  of  persons  to  which  it  is  applied. 
The  Commissioners  desire  at  the  same  time  to  observe,  that  in  every  case  wherein 
the  Guardians  have  reasonable  cause  to  believe  that  there  is  any  collusion  iu 
reference  to  the  supposed  ceasing  to  occupy  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land, 
the  applicant  should  be  rigidly  refused  all  relief. 

The  Commissioners  think  that  it  may  also  be  necessary  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Vice-Guardians  to  this  point  as  regards  the  workhouse  inmates,  and  they  wish 
that  the  Vice-Guardians  should  report  to  them  in  their  next  weekly  report  as  to 
the  description  and  extent  of  work  which  is  required  from  the  several  classes  of 
inmates. 

As  regards  the  master  of  the  workhouse  and  the  relieving  officers  to  whom  you 
refer,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  at  once  to  remove  any 
inefficient  or  negligent  officers;  and  the  Vice-Guardians  should  proceed  promptly 
in  any  such  case  in  accordance  with  the  41st  article  of  the  General  'Regulations. 

You  will  have  the  goodness  to  report  the  names  of  those  relieving  officers  who  do 
not  keep  their  books  properly. 


Westport  Union. 
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Mr.  Lynch  to  tLe  Commissioners  : — February  26,  1848. 

I have  tlie  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the 
15th  instant,  enclosing  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the 
Ballina  Union,  relating  to  the  employment  of  the  poor  persons  receiving  out- 
door relief. 

I have  carefully  read  and  considered  the  instructions  issued  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians  of  the  Ballina  Union  to  their  relieving  officers,  storekeepers,  and 
overseers,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  system  laid  down,  though  very  good  in 
theory,  is  not  adapted  to  the  class  of  persons  to  be  found  in  the  west  of  Ireland 
to  undertake  the  duties  of  relieving  officers,  storekeepers,  and  overseers,  par- 
ticularly if  applied  to  Unions  having  from  20,000  to  30,000  paupers  receiving 
out-door  relief.  ° 

For  this  Union  I would  suggest  the  continuance  of  a weekly  distribution  of 
uncooked  food,  requiring  in  return  the  entire  labour  of  the  male  able-bodied ; 
such  labour  to  be  applied  to  some  useful  public  work,  and  in  a district  where 
there  are  so  many  really  useful  new  roads  in  an  unfinished  state,  I would 
strongly  recommend  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  have  a selection  made 
of  those  roads  already  commenced,  and  in  so  forward  a state  as  not  to  require 
the  assistance  of  professional  men  to  enable  the  overseers  to  have  them  pro- 
perly completed.  There  are  many  such  roads  in  the  Union  of  Westport,  and 
without  much  difficulty  two  or  three  might  be  selected  in  each  electoral 
division;  more  than  half  the  paupers  should  be  kept  to  stone-breaking  for 
the  use  of  these  roads,  while  the  remainder  executed  the  other  portions  of  the 
work.  Such  an  arrangement  would,  I have  no  doubt,  enable  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  keep  the  paupers  more  regularly  at  work,  would  give  much 
greater  satisfaction  to  the  rate-payers,  and  would  confer  some  benefit  to  tlio 
public  in  return  for  the  large  sums  which  are  necessarily  being  expended  on 
the  out-door  relief.  1 


Reply  to  the  foregoing; — February  29,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  report  of  the 
26th  instant,  in  which  you  recommend  the  issue  of  weekly  allowances  of 
uncooked  food  in  return  for  the  labour  of  able-bodied  paupers,  one-lialf  of 
whom  you  think  should  be  employed  in  breaking  stones  to  lay  down  on  the 
unfinished  roads,  and  the  other  half  in  preparing  the  roads  for  the  stone. 

i he  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  great  efforts  should  be  made  to  intro- 
duce the  system  of  giving  rations  in  cooked  food  daily. 

The  Commissioners  have  reason  to  believe  that  where  rations  of  meal  have 
been  issued  weekly,  they  have  sometimes  been  entirely  consumed  during  three 

remtinm^dayf  ^ W<!ek’  detriment  oi'  the  Papers  during  the 

The  great  point  to  be  home  in  mind  is  the  due  relief  of  destitution  in  the 
manner  which  is  at  the  same  time  the  most  effectual  and  the  most  economical. 
The  Commissmners  think  that  in  reference  to  the  improvidence  which  has 
been  found  to  exist,  this  end  can  he  best  secured  by  daily  rations  of  cooked 

vi,bje  Sissio?ers  ™naide?  stone-breaking  as  the  best  labour  to  be  pro- 
they  d0  not  preclude  themselves  from  entertaining  any  recom- 
mendatiou  which  shall  be  made  for  giving  employment  in  cLpfeting  an 

whlTsMlTeiu;  rIpmtedhCTe  * “d  the 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  ■.—March  1,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  neither  of  the  collectors  have 

haf  heSX°dnaCCOUnt  ° Pr  duringtlie  I^t  week.  Mr.  Louden  states 
of  rare  W S t Pr?m,ses.  <?  H"»l«  to  him  by  personsowing  large  amounts 
of  one  of, he  W e t *“PPomted1>  he>  how*™-.  produced  a letter  from  the  agent 
on  the  6th  l 3 £ ^we-s,  who  says ; her will  pay  him  at  the  assizes  at  Castlebar 

The  1 ? Fr°"'  SlI  RlChar<1  0 ?onndl  we  Ve  not  had  any  account, 

as  J tot  to  » W Vac“cles,.at  P™ ient  >?  workhouse  has  enabled  us  to  offer  it 
a test  to  a large  number  of  applicants  for  out-door  relief  with  the  best  effect,  very 
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few  having  consented  to  accept  it.  We  have  commenced  a scrutiny  of  the  out- 
door relief  lists,  and  for  the  last  two  weeks  have  struck  off  the  lists  several  who 
had  in  the  first  instance  imposed  on  the  relieving  officers ; and  now  that  the  great 
pressure  from  applicants  has  very  considerably  abated,  we  hope  to  purge  the  lists 
completely  by  offering  admission  to  the  workhouse  in  all  doubtful  cases  we  find  on 
them. 

Mr.  Lynch,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  has  handed  us  600/.,  granted  by 
the  British  Association  in  aid  of  destitution.  We  have  paid  59 51.  5s.  9 d.  on  account 
of  out-door  relief,  and  in  part  payment  of  carriage  and  distribution  41/.  15s.  5 d. ; 
we  have  also  paid  33/.  4s.  4 d.  for  the  current  expenses. 

The  numbers  now  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  are  22,795,  being  568  over  the 
week  ending  the  26th  of  February;  and  we  estimate  that  600/.  will  be  sufficient  to 
supply  the  food  required  for  the  week  ending  on  Saturday,  the  11th  instant,  as  we 
do  not  calculate  upon  an  increase  of  numbers  to  any  great  extent. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  3,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  1st  instant,  relating  to  the  Westport  Union,  and  stating  that  no  sum 
had  been  lodged  on  account  of  poor  rates  during  the  past  week ; anrl  I am  to  state 
that  the  Commissioners  regard  with  the  greatest  dissatisfaction  the  fact  that  no 
poor  rates  were  collected  in  Westport  Union  during  the  last  week. 

The  Commissioners  cannot  believe  that  this  would  have  been  the  case  if  the 
collectors  had  done  their  duty,  and  the  Commissioners  are  inclined  to  believe  that 
Westport  Union  is  the  only  Union  in  Ireland  in  which  no  poor  rates  were  collected 
during  that  week. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  each  of  the  collectors  may  be  admonished  by 
you  on  this  subject,  and  should  be  ma  e to  understand  that  the  Commissioners 
cannot  but  be  of  opinion  that  there  has  been  an  .absence  on  their  part  of  that  energy 
and  perseverance  in  collecting  rates  which  the  circumstances  of  the  Union  so 
imperatively  demand. 

At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  request  to  know  your  opinion  as  to  whether 
you  think  that  there  is  a reasonable  prospect  of  the  poor  rates  being  properly  col- 
lected by  the.  present  collectors. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  1,  1848. 

Since  my  last  weekly  report  I have  visited  several  electoral  divisions  in 
this  Union,  and  I regret  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  the  attendance  on  the  part  of 
the  paupers  receiving  the  out-door  relief  is  very  irregular,  and  the  amount  of 
labour  executed  falls  far  short  of  what  might  be  reasonably  expected  from  the 
large  number  of  able-bodied  paupers  on  the  lists.  I annex  a copy  of  a statement 
which  I laid  before  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  yesterday  morning ; the  great 
difficulty  appears  to  be  in  procuring  proper  persons  to  act  as  stewards.-  I have 
strongly  .recommended  the  Vice- Guardians  to  direct  the  paupers  to  .be  brought 
closer  together,  and  to  have  an  overseer  constantly  over  each  detachment,  and  thus 
to  enforce  a regular  attendance  for  10  hours  each  day. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  selected  Mr.  Dominick  O’Malley  as  a supervisor 
over  the  stewards  employed  in  the  six  southern  divisions  of  the  Union,  and 
contemplate  making  a .similar  appointment  for  the  other  four  electoral  divisions  ; 
these  arrangements,  with  the  immediate  striking  off  of  all  paupers  found  absent 
from  the  work,  will  I trust  have  the  effect  of  securing  a more  regular  attendance. 

The  circumstances  connected  with  the  distribution  of  the  meal  to  the  poor 
people  in  Kilmaclasser  and  Islandady  were  fully  investigated  this  day,  and  the 
Vice-Guardians  were  so  fully  convinced  of  the  fraud  practised  that  they  called 
on  Mr.  Thomas  Burke,  the  relieving  officer,  to  send  in  his  resignation ; and  I 
have  directed  a summons  to  be  served  on  his  brother,  Mr.  William  Burke,  with 
a view  of  having  him  severely  punished  by  the  magistrates  for  using  an  illegal 
beam. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  removed  Mr.  Kerrigan,  the  steward  over  the  male 
inmates  ot  the  workhouse,  and  have  appointed  Mr.  Charles  Costello  to  take  hjs 
place;  I look  to  a favourable' result  from  this  change.  Mr.  Johnston,  the  new 
master,  appears  to  be  better  acquainted  with  his  duties,- and  I trust  he  may  be 
able  to  discharge  them  with  more  efficiency. 


Westport  Union. 
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Westport  Union. 


I looked  this  day  into  the  accounts  of  the  relieving  officers,  and  find  them 
tolerably  regular,  except  those  of  Mr.  Thomas  Burke,  resigned,  and  Mr.  Martin 
Hynes,  of  Newport,  who  has  been  only  lately  appointed,  and  who  will,  I have 
no  doubt,  be  able  to  'have  all  his  books  posted  up  by  this  day  week.  Mr.  Ward, 
the  newly-appointed  relieving  officer,  of  Clare  Island,  has  never  attended  the  Board 
since  the  day  of  his  appointment : the  communication  between  the  islands  and 
the  mainland  is  very  uncertain  and  difficult  in  stormy  weather. 

Mr.  Louden  attended  this  day,  and  stated  to  the  Board  that  he  was  disappointed 
by  several  ratepayers  who  promised  to  come  in  and  settle  by  this  day ; neither  he 
nor  Sir  Richard  O’Donnell  have  lodged  any  money  since  my  last  report,  and  from 
the  confused  lists  which  Mr.  Louden  has  handed  in  of  the  defaulters,  it  is  difficult 
to  say  where  the  fault  lies.  The  clerk  is  actively  employed  making  out  the  lists  of 
all  those  who  are  rated  at  or  over  10/.,  as  directed  in  the  Commissioners’  commu- 
nication of  the  19th  February. 

I received  from  the  Commissary -General’s  office  600/.,  which  I handed  over 
to  the  Vice-Guardians ; they  paid  off  the  greater  portion  of  the  sums  due  to  the 
several  contractors  for  out-door  relief,  and  issued  fresh  orders  on  them  for  this 
week’s  supply. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  relief  was  not  so  numerous  as  usual,  neither  were 
they  of  so  destitute  a class,  and  having  so  many  vacancies  in  the  house  the  Vice- 
Guardians  offered  in-door  relief  to  several  hundreds,  who  refused  to  accept  it ; not 
more  than  62  were  admitted,  while  568  were  placed  on  the  out-door  list ; but 
the  relieving  officers  having  discovered  several  cases  of  fraud,  and  the  Vice- 
Guardians  having  struck  off  many  of  those  who  did  not  regularly  attend  at  the 
work,  the  total  number  to  be  relieved  this  Aveek  is  fully  2000  less  than  the  last. 

Enclosure. 

Newport  Electoral  Division. 

I was  in  this  division  on  Thursday,  the  24th,  and  though  it  was  onlv  a little  after  three 
o’clock  I did  not  find  a single  pauper  at  work.  I sent  to  the  house  of  Nixon,  the  steward ; he 
had  not  returned  from  Westport.  Roland,  the  newly-appointed  steward,  had  not  received 
either  book  or  list.  I could  not  see  Mr.  Hynes,  the  relieving  officer. 


Kilmaclasser  Division. 

Here  I found  the  paupers  at  work  breaking  stones ; I did  not  meet  the  steward,  Kirkpatrick, 
therefore  could  not  call  over  the  roll.  I heard  numerous  complaints  from  the  poor  people  in 
this  district  that  they  did  not  receive  the  full  allowance  of  meal  allowed  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians. 

. Islandady  Division. 

I went  through  this  division  on  the  25th;  I found  that  the  newly-appointed  steward,  Fahey, 
did  not  visit  any  of  the  labourers  on  Thursday  last.  He  stated  to  me  that,  he  was  taking 
applications  for  the  relieving  officer.  He  also  stated  that  Thursday,  the  24th,  was  too  wet  a 
day  for  the  men  to  work,  but  on  inquiry  I found,  from  the  police,  that  several  of  the  paupers 
were  at  work.  The  labourers  in  this  district  are  too  much  scattered,  and  appear  to  have  been 
very  badly  looked  after. 

Aughagower  Division. 

On  Saturday,  the  26th,  I called  die  roll  at  the  two  principal  places  of  work  in  this  division, 
viz.,  Knockcruisky  and  Moyhasten,  and  though  it  was  early  in  the  day,  fully  four-fifths  were 
absent;  and  on  my  return  from  Landkill  to-day  I found  the  paupers  at  Moyhasten  had  quit 
work  before  four  o’clock.  J 


Frauds  in  the  distribution  of  the  Meal. 

On  Saturday  last  T visited  the  three  stores  in  Westport,  where  the  meal  was  bein»  given  out 
for  the  electoral  divisions  of  Westport,  Aughagower,  and  Islandeady;  in  the  two  first  every- 
thing appeared  very  regular,  but  at  William  Burke's,  who  is  brother  to  Thomas  Burke,  the 
relieving  officer,  I found  the  beam  tied  up  with  a piece  of  cord,  so  as  always  to  show  » standing 
beam,  no  matter  what  quantity  or  weights  were  in  the  scales;  it  was 'in  this  place  the  poo? 
people  of  Kilmaclasser  were  served  the  Jay  before  ; and  the  people  of  Islandady  were  unani- 
mous  m their  complaints  of  short  weight.  I returned  to  this  store  in  the  evening,  anti  took 
Mr.  Egan,  the  clerk,  with  me  ; the  person  attending  informed  me  that  all  the  people  were 
served;  I then  called  on  him  for  his  books,  and  asked  what  quantity  of  meal  remained;  after 
a great  deal  of  difficulty  I found  there  were  seven  commissariat  bags  untouched,  two  and  a half 
cwt.  each,  besides  a half  bag  and  some  loose  meal.  These  circumstances  should  be  rigidly 
examined  into,  as  I apprehend  gross  fraud. 


State  of  the  Workhouse. 

I have  frequently  called  the  attention- of  the  Vice- Guardians  to  the  state  of  the  workhouse, 
and  though  there  is  an  improvement  in  the  state  of  cleanliness,,  in  other  respects  I regret,  to  say 
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things  are  not  at  all  satisfactory.  Order  and  system,  so  essential  to  the  proper  management  of 
a large  institution,  are  quite  overlooked ; the  clothing  of  the  paupers  is  disgraceful  to  the 
Union ; and  the  insubordination  existing  amongst  the  male  inmates,  if  not  properly  and 
immediately  checked,  may  be  productive  of  the  most  serious  consequences ; when  I called  at 
the  workhouse  this  evening  they  were  in  a state  of  the  greatest  confusion.  I directed  a roll  to 
be  made  out  of  each  class  of  inmates,  and  upon  comparing  these  rolls  with  the  numbers 
appearing  on  the  books  I find  a difference  of  nearly  150 ; the  number  really  in  the  house  being 
but  851,  while  the  books  show  nearly  1000.  These  matters  call  for  the  serious  attention  of 
the  Vice-Guardians. 

(Signed)  Richard  M.  Lynch. 

February  28,  1848. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  6,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  1st  inst.,  relating  to  the  Westport  Union,  and  I am  to  inform  you 
that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the  British  Association  for  a 
further  advance  of  400/.,  to  assist  the  Vice-Guardians  in  providing  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  your  special  attention  to  a letter  which 
the  Commissioners  have  addressed  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  relative  to  the  col- 
lection of  the  poor-rates,  as  the  Commissioners  regard  the  present  state  of  the 
collection  of  poor-rates  in  Westport  Union  with  the  greatest  dissatisfaction  and 
displeasure. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — March  4,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith,  for  your  informa- 
tion, a copy  of  a letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  Sir  R.  A. 
O’Donnell,  in  which  he  states  that  employment  had  been  offered  by  him  to  a 
number  of  persons  who  are  in  the  receipt  of  out-door  relief  in  the  Union,  who 
declined  to  work  on  the  terms  proposed. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  forward  a copy  of  the  Commissioners’  reply. 

Enclosures. 

Sir  R.  A.  O’Donnell  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  2,  1848. 

My  object  in  writing  to  you  is  to  benefit  the  rate-payers  and  poor  of  my  electoral 
division.  Having  received  a loan  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act,  I am  anxious  to  employ, 
as  far  as  lies  in  my  power,  the  able-bodied  poor  of  my  district. 

The  Vice- Guardians  have  directed  the  relieving  officer  to  give  me  a list  of  50  able-bodied 
men  receiving  relief,  residing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  two  farms  upon  which  I am  anxious  to 
carry  on  improvements.  A portion  of  these  50  persons  attended  once  at  the  works  at  Deradda 
farm,  and  informed  my  agriculturist  that  they  would  not  work  by  task,  but  that  if  I gave  them 
one  shilling  per  day  they  would  work  for  me.  My  agriculturist  is  well  known  in  the  district 
as  a humane,  honest  man,  that  understands  the  value  of  labour  well,  and  he  assures  me  that  if 
the  men  were  only  inclined  to  work  they  could  make  at  his  prices  one  shilling  per  day. 

My  works  at  Deradda  farm  are  stopped  for  want  of  labourers,  although  we  have,  I am 
informed,  more  than  6000  persons  receiving  the  out-door  relief  in  this  unfortunate  electoral 
division ; and  my  works  at  other  farms  are  going  on  in  an  unsatisfactory  way  from  the  same 
cause. 

I am  prepared  to  give  employment  to  600  men  a-day,  and  to  take  them  from  the  out-door 
relief  list ; and  if  the  other  landed  proprietors  of  this  district,  will  do  the  same  according  to  the 
extent  of  their  properties,  the  rate-payers  will  be  relieved  and  the  poor  saved. 

Gentlemen,  you  have  shown  energy  and  determination  in  collecting  poor-rates,  I now  call 
upon  you  respectfully  to  save  our  country  by  protecting  the  rate-payers  with  the  same  energy, 
&c.j  and  using  your  influence  in  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  to  raise  the  poor  of 
Ireland  out  of  their  lazy  habits  of  dependence  upon  others,  with  all  the  immoral  results  arising 
therefrom. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  4,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
2nd  inst.,  informing  the  Commissioners  that  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Westport  Union  had 
ordered  50  of  the  able-bodied  men  who  are  in  receipt  of  out-dpor  relief  in  the  Union  to  proceed 
to  two  farms  upon  which  you  were  anxious  to  carry  on  some  improvements,  and  that  the  men 
refused  to  work  unless  paid  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  per  day  for  their  labour. 

In  reply,  I am  to  state  that  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  in  this  case  appears  to  the 
Commissioners  to  admit  of  no  reasonable  doubt;  and  the  Commissioners  cannot  presume 
otherwise  than  that  it  has  been  adopted  by  the  Vice-Guardians  as  a matter  of  course. 

4 Q 2 


Westport  Union. 
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If  any  able-bodied  pauper  refuses  employment  which  is  offered  to  him  at.  wages  adequate 
to  preserve  him  from  starvation,  he  ought,  as  an  ordinary  matter  of  routine,  to  be  struck  off  the 
relieving  officer’s  books. 

The  Commissioners  will  forward  a copy  of  your  letter,  together  with  a copy  of  the  Commis- 
sioners’ answer,  to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Westport  Union. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  8,  184S. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  3rd 
and  6th  March,  in  reference  to  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  this  Union,  and  in 
accordance  with  your  directions,  I wrote  to  both  the  collectors  to  admonish  them, 
and  communicated  to  them  the  surprise  expressed  by  the  Commissioners.  Sir 
Richard  O’Donnell  has  since  paid  in  a sum  of  177/.  7s.  8 d.,  which  added  to  the 
former  sums  paid  by  him,  makes  over  800/.  collected,  the  rates  on  his  three 
electoral  divisions  being  1605/.;  so  that  within  three  months  he  has  paid  in  half 
the  entire  sum  entrusted  to  him  for  collection,  and  1 am  of  opinion  that  the  greater 
portion  of  the  balance  will  be  collected  within  the  next  three  months.  Mr.  John 
Louden  has  not  made  any  lodgment  since  my  last  report ; he  did  not  attend  at  the 
Board  either  on  yesterday  or  to-day,  and  sent  no  reply  to  my  letter  dated  the  4th 
instant.  The  only  way  in  which  I can  account  for  this  seeming  neglect  is,  that 
being  deputy  to  the  collector  of  Grand  Jury  Cess,  his  time  has  been  entirely 
devoted  to  this  collection,  which  must  be  arranged  by  the  barony  constable  on  the 
assembling  of  the  grand  jury  in  Castlebar  on  this  day.  I trust  for  the  future  he 
will  be  enabled  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  collection  of  the  poor-rate,  and 
thus  make  amends  for  the  time  hitherto  lost. 

The  Vice-Guardians  had  before  them  the  lists  of  defaulters  in  Mr.  Louden’s 
seven  electoral  divisions,  as  well  as  in  the  division  of  Newport  (the  lists  for  Achill 
and  Bally croy  are  not  as  yet  completed)  ; there  appear  very  large  sums  due  prin- 
cipally by  immediate  lessors,  and  the  Vice-Guardians  have  selected  the  names  of 
the  parties  against  whom  they  consider  it  necessary  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the 
Commissioners  to  take  proceedings  in  the  upper  courts,  and  in  many  cases,  I trust, 
an  intimation  from  their  solicitor  that  such  sanction  has  been  obtained  will  have 
the  effect  of  causing  immediate  payment. 

The  number  on  the  out-door  relief  list  remains  pretty  nearly  the  same  as  last 
week,  for  while  275  persons  were  added,  769  were  struck  off'.  The  applicants 
were  very  numerous,  but  having  a considerable,  number  of  vacancies  in  the  work- 
house,  many  of  these  people  were  offered  admittance,  which  they  refused  • the 
total  number  admitted  was  132.  The  house  is  now  quite  full  (1000). 

I received  an  order  on  the  Commissariat  depot,  Ballinrobe,  for  4001  worth  of 
provisions  from  the  British  Association,  which  I handed  over  to  the  Vice-Guardians. 
The  weekly  expense  for  out-door  relief  is  about  5307,  including  cost  of  carriage 
from  B;il  ini-n  ip.  “ ° 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  13,  1848. 

call  * nNi  *#"2"  to,  statement  respecting  the  amount  of  rate  already 
collected  by  Sir  Richard  A.  O Donnell,  the  Commissioners  request  you  will  be  so 
fessorsS  t0  aSCertam  howniucl1  of  the  arrears  in  his  divisions  are  due  by  immediate 

thZhw„ulT“iSSi0nerS  CJ0aslder,Mr'  loudens  collection  very  unsatisfactory,  and 
‘‘j.  dismissal'  but  that  80  a portion  of  the 

Sive  nrnceed  be  "n“ed,a?e  Ie8sms.  gainst  whom  he  could  not  take  any 

not  -mnenr  + l ^ Wlldl0ut  directions  from  the  Vice-Guardians,  which  they  do 
not  appear  to  nave  given.  J 

resnect  m°nren™  iT  addiessed  a letter  to  the  Vice-Guardians  this  day,  in 
owe  these  verv  la™!  ’ ^ t0  lbe  cou™  adopted  towards  the  immediate  lessors  who 
of  the  Union  ? a'  rears  ’ A"?  *Lley  trust  tbat  keeping  in  view  the  urgent  wants 
which  the  UwTT  enerey.'!llj  !“  fo‘we  be  manifested0  in  providing  the  means 
which  the  law  has  appropriated  tor  meeting  such  exigencies 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  8,  1848. 

of  -beg  leaVe.  t0J re,1“est  yen'  sanction  to  our  taking  proceedings  in  one 

]ist  uPeuor  courts  in  Dublin  against  the  parties  named  in  the  accompanying 
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Enclosure  referred  to. 


Residence. 

Amount. 

£.  s.  d. 

Westport  House 

1,648  0 1H 

Castlebar  House 

309  1 101 

Kennure  Park  . 

310  8 4 

Prospect,  Westport  . 

20  13  7 

Murrisk,  Westport  . 

78  5 5 

Ballinrobe  .... 

23  5 0 

Quay,  Westport 

23  16  71 

Tully,  Louisburgh  . 

21  11  6 

88  2 2 

Kilboyne  House,  Castlebar 

256  14  0 

Moore  Hall  .... 

14  10  9 

Old  Head,  Louisburgh  . 

31  1 6 

.36  9 3 

Green  Hills,  Castlebar . 

12  3 5 

Castlerea,  Killala 

79  6 81 

Newport  House  . . 

88  6 91 

, London 

11  14  11 

Moyou,  Westport  . 

23  18  61 

Achill,  Newport 

8 4 41 

3,085  14  11  j 

Marquess  of  Sligo  . 


Earl  of  Lucan  . 

Sir  Roger  Palmer  . 

Robert  Buchanan,  Esq. 


John  C.  Garvey,  Esq. 
Courtney  Kenny,  Esq. 

Mr.  Robert  Ekins  . 

Mrs.  Garvey  .... 
Wm.  Sharpe  Brabazon,  Esq. 
Sir  Samuel  O’Malley  . 


Mrs.  Moore  .... 
Mrs.  Garvey  .... 
Rev.  Francis  Rutledge 
Dominick  J.  Bourke,  Esq. 
John  Knox,  Esq.  . 


Sir  Richard  A.  O’Donnell 


Walter  Bourke,  Esq.  . 
Charles  M'Donnell,  Esq.  . 

John  M'Loughlin,  Esq. 


There  are  some  doubts  if  application  has  been 
duly  made  for  the  whole  of  this  amount; 
nevertheless,  the  Vice-Guardians  consider  it 
desirable  to  obtain  sanction  for  proceedings 
in  case  it  may  be  necessary  to  proceed. 
Sanction  required. 

His  agent  promises  to  pay,  but  still  it  may  be 
necessary  to  proceed. 

Proceedings  in  the  superior  courts  are  con- 
sidered the  only  effective  means  of  recovering 
this. 

ditto,  refuses  to  pay. 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 

ditto,  lives  out  of  county- 
ditto,  is  in  difficulties; 

rate  cannot  be 
otherwise  reco- 
vered. 

ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 

A receiver  in  this  case ; if  not  paid  within 
ten  days  from  application,  let  the  Solicitor 
apply  to  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Fifteen  days’  notice  has  been  served;  never- 
theless, the  Vice-Guardians  think  it  right  to 
be  prepared  for  taking  proceedings. 

Lives  in  England ; proceedings  must  be  taken. 
Proceedings  appear  to  the  Vice-Guardians  to 
be  the  most  effective  means. 

Owes  in  other  electoral  divisions;  a receiver 
having  been  lately  appointed,  it  is  desirable 
to  obtain  sanction  for  application  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  compel  payment. 


Ditto 
Occupier,  Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


8 th  March , 1848. 


John  Egan,  Clerk  Westport  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  13,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant, 
requesting  the  Commissioners’  sanction  to  your  taking  proceedings,  in  pursuance 
of  the  2nd  section  of  6 and  7 Viet.,  cap.  92,  in  the  superior  courts  of  record  in 
Dublin  against  the  following  persons  who  are  defaulters  in  the  payment  of  poor- 
rates  in  the  Westport  Union,  namely: — 


The  Most  Noble  the  Marquess  of  Sligo. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Lucan. 

Sir  Roger  Palmer,  Bart. 

Robert  Buchanan,  Esq. 

John  C.  Garvey,  Esq. 

Courtney  Kenny,  Esq. 

Mr.  Robert  Ekins. 

Mrs.  Garvey  (Tully,  Louisburgh). 
William  Sharpe  Brabazon,  Esq. 

Sir  Samuel  O’Malley,  Bart. 


Mrs.  Moore. 

Mrs.  Garvey  (Old  Head,  Louisburgh). 
Rev.  Francis  Rutledge. 

Dominick  Joseph  Bourke,  Esq. 

John  Knox,  Esq. 

Sir  Richard  A.  O’Donnell,  Bart. 
Walter  Bourke,  Esq. 

Charles  M ‘Donnell,  Esq. 

John  M'Loughlin,  Esq. 


and  the  Commissioners  hereby  signify  their  consent  to  your  bringing  an  action  in 
any  one  of  the  superior  courts  of  record  in  Dublin  against  the  said — 


Most  Noble  the  Marquess  of  Sligo. 
Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Lucan. 

Sir  Roger  Palmer,  Bart. 

Robert  Buchanan,  Esq. 

John  C.  Garvey,  Esq. 


Courtney  Kenny,  Esq. 

Mr.  Robert  Ekins. 

Mrs.  Garvey  (Tully,  Louisburgh). 
William  Sharpe  Brabazon,  Esq. 
Sir  Samuel  O'Malley,  Bart. 
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Westport  Union. 


Mrs.  Moore. 

Mrs.  Garvey  (Old  Head,  Louisburgh). 
Rev.  Francis  Rutledge. 

Dominick  Joseph  Bourke,  Esq. 

John  Knox,  Esq. 

for  the  recovery  of  the  arrears  of  po 
diate  lessors  in  respect  of  certain  prope 


Sir  Richard  A.  O’Donnell,  Bart. 

Walter  Bourke,  Esq. 

Charles  M'Donnell,  Esq. 

John  M'Loughlin,  Esq. 

-rate  made  on  them  respectively  as  imme- 
f situated  within  the  Westport  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — March  13,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  and  to  the  Commissioners’ 
letter  of  this  date,  relative  to  the  proceedings  proposed  to  be  instituted  for  recovery 
of  the  poor-rate  due  by  immediate  lessors  of  property  in  the  Westport  Union,  I am 
directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  while  any  of  the  parties  referred  to  are 
out  of  Ireland  they  cannot  be  sued  in  the  superior  courts,  and  it  would  therefore  be 
unadvisable  to  commence  the  proceedings  until  such  parties  return  to  Ireland.  It 
is  therefore  for  consideration  whether  in  such  cases  it  might  not  be  expedient  to 
serve  notice  on  the  occupiers. 

The  Commissioners  also  desire  to  state,  in  reference  to  Mr.  Sharpe  Brabazon, 
named  in  the  list  of  persons  against  whom  you  propose  to  institute  proceedings, 
that  his  property  in  the  Swineford  Union  is  understood  to  be  under  control  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  and  that  Mr.  Oliver  Jackson,  of  Ballina,  is  the  receiver. 

The  Commissioners  observe,  that  the  word  occupier  is  written  opposite  the 
name  of  Mr.  Kenny,  of  Ballinrobe,  and  they  desire  to  state,  that  if  he  also  resides 
in  the  Westport  Union,  and  the  rate  is  due  on  a tenement  there  occupied  by  him, 
he  cannot  be  sued  in  the  superior  courts  for  recovery  of  the  amount  due,  that  course 
being  only  authorized  in  case  of  an  immediate  lessor. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  8,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  state  that  1 771  7s.  8 d.  has  been  lodged  by  Sir  R. 
O Donnell,  rate  collector,  but  Mr.  Louden  has  not  lodged  any  sum  on  account  of 
the-  collection  during  the  past  week,  nor  did  he  attend  the  Board.  It  is  evident 
that  as  a barony  cess  collector  his  whole  time  and  attention  have  been  directed  to 
that  duty ; however  as  he  will  now  be  discharged  from  his  responsibility  on  that 
head  by  the  grand  jury,  we  expect  that  he  will  devote  all  his  time  and  energies  to 
the  collection  of  the  rates ; and  much  as  he  deserves  dismissal,  yet  when  we  take 
into  consideration  the  critical  state  in  which  such  an  extreme  measure  would  leave 
the  collection,  and  the  time  that  must  elapse  before  a successor  could  he  fully  in 
operation  (if  an  eligible  person  could  be  found  to  undertake  it),  as  well  as  the  pre- 
judice that  would  arise  in  the  public  mind,  and  the  persuasion  that  it  was  impossible 
to  collect  the  rates,  we  do  not  feel  justified  in  recommending  you  to  adopt  such  a 
course. 

Mr.  Lynch,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  has  handed  us  an  order  on  the 
Cornmtssanat  store  at  Ballinrobe  for  400?.  worth  of  provisions,  granted  by  the 
British  Association  in  aid  of  destitution,  and  we  have  issued  orders  on  the  officer 
m charge  for  393i.  1 5s.  worth  ; the  quantity  required  in  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Achill  and  Ballycroy,  being  most  distant  from  the  dep8t  (the  former  at  least  50 
miles),  we  have  ordered  from  Sir  R.  O’Donnell,  the  contractor. 

The  total  numbers  on  the  relief  list  are  now  22,525,  only  300  being  added  this 
’ r kene  effect  of  the  workhouse  test  being  again  apparent,  out  of 
1194  applicants  only  141  accepted  in-door  relief.  There  have  also  been  a great 
many  stiuck  off  for  not  attending  the  stone-breaking,  owing  to  the  vigilance  which 
he.  newly  appointed  supervisor  has  exercised  over  his  department;  and  agreeable 
to  the  determination  we  expressed  to  Sir  R.  O’Donnell,  when  he  applied  some 
time  since  to  us  to  take  able-bodied  labourers  off  the  rates  and  give  them  employ- 
ment, we  have  struck  off  all  who  refused  to  accept  work  from  him ; taking  all  these 
circumstances  into  account,  we  do  not  anticipate  that  a larger  sum  than  600?.  will 
he  required  to  supply  the  wants  of  .those  who  wdl.  remain  on  the  out-door  relief 
lists  tor  the  ensuing  week. 

Eight  out  of  the  ten  lists  from  the  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union  have  been 
laid  before  us,  irom  which  we  have  selected  the  names  of  persons,  immediate 
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lessors,  to  be  proceeded  against  in  the  superior  courts,  if  you  shall  determine  to 
sanction  that  course ; and  as  the  14th  of  April  is  the  last  day  upon  which  such 
proceedings  can  be  taken  for  next  term,  as  little  delay  as  possible  should  occur  in 
letting  us  know  your  wishes. 

We  regret  to  say  that  Lord  Sligo’s  name  stands  at  the  top  of  that  list,  but 
every  precaution  has  been  taken  to  inform  his  agent  of  the  state  of  the  case  both 
verbally  and  by  letter,  a copy  of  which  we  enclose. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Lecky  to  Mr.  Hildebrand  : — March  S,  1848. 

After  the  conversation  I had  with  you  yesterday  I feel  at  greater  liberty  to  write  to 
you  on  the  subject  we  then  spoke  on,  and  which  I assure  you  has  engaged  a great  deal  of  our 
thoughts. 

In  the  exercise  of  the  duties  with  which  we  are  entrusted  by  the  Commissioners,  we  are 
obliged  to  ascertain  and  lay  before  them  from  time  to  time  the  names  of  all  such  persons  as 
have  not  paid  their  rates,  and  on  the  top  of  the  list  yesterday  made  out  Lord  Sligo’s  name  is 
entered  as  owing  a large  amount,  exceeding  1600Z. 

It  will  be  very  painful  to  us,  and  also,  I feel  certain,  to  the  Commissioners,  by  whom  his 
lordship  is  highly  respected,  to  have  the  list  forwarded  under  such  circumstances,  and  to  have 
it  accompanied  by  a request  for  their  sanction  for  instituting  proceedings  in  the  superior  courts 
in  Dublin' against  the  parties  therein  named. 

We  therefore  most  anxiously  hope  that  you  will  endeavour  to  place  the  matter  in  such  a 
state  as  will  render  it  unnecessary  for  us  to  take  a step  so  prejudicial  and  annoying  to  his 
lordship. 

If  you  can  make  it  convenient  to  come  to  the  Board-room  this  morning,  I shall  feel  obliged. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  1 1,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  application  has  been  made  to  the  British  Associ- 
ation for  a further  advance  of  600?.  to  assist  you  in  providing  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — March  13,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  observe  by  your  report  of  the  8th  instant,  that 
in  Westport  Union,  as  in  Castlebar  Union,  a collector  of  rates  who  is  also  col- 
lector of  county  cess,  has  in  consequence  of  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  and 
payments,  in  the  latter  capacity,  omitted  to  send  in  his  books  as  poor-rate  collector 
pending  the  assizes,  or  to  make  any  lodgment  on  account  of  the  rates  which  he 
may  have  received. 

The  Commissioners  further  regret  to  observe  that  the  rates  not  yet  returned  as 
collected  in  Westport  Union,  by  the  collector  referred  to,  Mr.  Louden,  amount  to 
4536?.,  and  they  would  have  deemed  this  fact  conclusive  evidence  that  Mr.  Louden 
was  unequal  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  were  it  not  that  as  much  as  3085 ?.  14s.  11c?. 
of  the  arrear  of  poor-rate  in  the  Union  appears  to  be  due  from  immediate  lessors. 

The  Act  which  provides  for  recovery  of  rates  due  by  immediate  lessors,  does  not 
"enable  a collector  to  proceed  without  direction  from  the  Board  of  Guardians,  not 
even  to  serve  the  notice  preceding  a distress  ; and  the  Commisioners  have  not  any 
information  to  show  them  whether  the  Vice-Guardians  have  given  directions  to  the 
collector  for  proceedings  which  he  has  neglected  to  take. 

The  Commissioners  see  no  ground  for  the  course  which  the  Vice-Guardians 
appear  to  have  adopted  towards  the  immediate  lessors  owing  arrears.  There  is  no 
reason  for  extending  indulgence  to  them,  more  than  to  the  occupiers;  and  in  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Law,  it  is  only  necessary  to  apply  the  provisions, 
according  to  their  obvious  intention  to  all  classes  who  fail  to  discharge  their  legal 
liabilities. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  9,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  circular,  dated  2nd  March, 
in  reference  to  the  suspension  on  the  18th  instant  of  the  order  authorizing  out- 
door relief  to  the  able-bodied,  and  expressing  the  wish  of  the  Commissioners  to 


Westport  Union. 
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Westport  Union,  know  whether  in  my  opinion  there  would  be  any  decided  objection  to  this  course 
in  the  Union  of  which  I am  the  Inspector. 

In  reply  I am  obliged  to  report  that  I am  fully  convinced  that  such  a course 
would  be  attended  with  the  most  serious  loss  of  life,  for  I can  state  with  certainty 
that  the  principal  portion  of  the  persons  now  receiving  this  relief  have  no  other 
means  whatsoever  of  support  for  themselves  and  their  families;  and  though,  no 
doubt,  there  may  be  some  of  the  able-bodied  labourers  required  to  assist  the  better 
class  of  farmers  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  still  taking  into  account  the  peculiar 
position  of  this  Union,  where  nine-tenths  of  the  tillage  land  is  held  by  persons 
who  are  themselves  labourers,  I do  not  anticipate  any  very  great  demand  for  the 
labour  of  the  class  at  present  on  the  out-door  relief  list.  The  Vice-Guardians 
should  direct  the  several  relieving  officers  to  reduce  the  number  of  the  able-bodied 
paupers  on  their  list  as  much  as  possible,  but  I could  not  recommend  the  total 
suspension  of  the  order  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Extension  Act. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  11,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  the  Commis- 
sioners whether  the  state  of  the  Westport  Union  is  such  that  the  provisions  of 
the  accompanying  order  to  Listowel  Union  could  be  carried  into  effect. 

It  will  be  observed  that  under  that  order  single  men,  and  men  with  only  two 
children,  would  be  thrown  on  their  own  resources. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners: — March  15,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, that  the  number  of  persons  applying  for  relief  during  the  past  week, 
has  been  much  smaller  than  usual.  I attribute  this  reduction  to  the  large 
number  ol  applicants  in  the  previous  week,  who  were  offered  in-door  instead  of 
out-door  relief.  The  number  on  the  out-door  list  is  about  the  same  as  it  was  last 
week,  for  though  the  Vice-Guardians  added  this  day  333,  there  were  265  taken 
off!  independent  of  those  who  will  be  struck  off  on  Friday,  for  no  attendance  at 
work. 

There  are  now  a very  large  number  of  stout  able-bodied  men  in  the  workhouse, 
and  they  created  serious  alarm  this  morning  by  refusing  to  go  to  their  ordinary 
work,  alleging  that  they  did  not  get  enough  of  food  ; but  their  real  motive  was 
to  be  put  on  the  out-door  relief.  I made  inquiry  and  find  that  these  men  get  two 
meals  in  the  day,  at  each  of  which  they  are  served  with  half  a pound  of  meal  made 
into  stirabout,  with  a small  allowance  of  either  milk  or  molasses,  while  those  on 
the  out-door  relief  receive  but  one  pound  per  dav  of  raw  meal. 

On  being  made  acquainted  with  the  turbulent  state  of  the  house,  I directed  a 
list  of  the  most  prominent  actors  to  be  made  out,  and  from  this  list  I selected  28 
who  were  either  single  men,  or  being  married,  had  not  more  than  two  persons 
de  [tending  on  them,  aud  upon  their  admitting  before  me  and  one  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  that  they  refused  to  work,  we  had  them  at  once  discharged  from  the 
house,  and  having  intimated  to  the  other  paupers,  that  the  same  course  would  be 
adopted  in  every  case  where  the  able-bodied  refused  to  work,  the  other  men  went 
most  obediently  to  their  work,  and  order  was  thus  restored. 

I fear  in  taking  this  course  I may  have  exceeded  the  authority  vested  in  the 
Boards  of  Guardians  by  the  Commissioners’  order  for  “ regulating  workhouses 
in  Ireland,  dated  5th  June,  1844 ; but  with  so  large  a number  of  able-bodied 
young  men ; no  magistrate  in  the  town  ; no  petty  sessions  to  be  held  till  the  23rd 
instant,  (the  magistrates  are  all  attending  the  assizes  at  Castlebar,)  I felt  called 
on  to  take  the  steps  I did,  and  I only  did  so  when  requested  by  the  Vice-Guai*- 
dians  to  interfere,  and  assist  them  in  restoring  order.  I beg  to  add  that  the  Vice- 
Guardians  fully  concurred  in  the  expulsion  of  those  parties,  though  I see  no 
minute  in  reference  to  it  on  their  books. 

I received  by  yesterday’s  post  an  order  on  the  Ballinrobe  Commissariat  depot, 
from  the  Count  de  Strzelecki,  for  600Z.  worth  of  provisions  which  I handed  over 
to  the  Vice-Guardians  to  enable  them  to  provide  for  the  current  week.  I find 
they  will  not  require  more  than  500  pounds’  worth  of  meal,  though  the  total 
expense  will  be  fully  600/. 
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I regret  to  be  obliged  again  to  report  that  the  rates  are  coming  in  very  slowly. 
Sir  Richard  O’Donnell  has  made  no  lodgment,  and  Mr.  John  Louden  has  lodged 
but  40/.  10s..  4c/.  within  the  last  week,  and  I have  not  seen  either  of  the  collectors 
for  the  last  six  days  ; they  are,  I believe,  attending  the  assizes  at  Castlebar. 

I have  carefully  examined  the  accounts  of  the  several  relieving  officers.  The 
books  for  seven  out  of  the  ten  electoral  divisions  are  complete  and  correct  to  the 
4th  March ; the  remaining  three  are  those  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ward,  Mr  Hynes, 
and  Mr.  Edward  Goff,  who  were  only  lately  appointed,  and  had  to  post  up  the 
arrears  of  their  predecessors ; the  two  latter  will,  I have  no  doubt,  have  all  their 
books  ready  by  this  day  week,  but  I fear  Mr.  Ward  is  not  competent,  and  I have 
recommended  the  Vice-Guardians  to  make  some  change. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  20,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  unable  to  sanction  the  course  of 
discharging  from  the  workhouse  able-bodied  persons  who  refuse  to  work  or  to 
submit  to  workhouse  rules,  there  being  for  such  cases  an  express  provision  in  the 
Act  1 and  2 Viet.  cap.  56,  sec.  58. 

. The  Commissioners  desire  to  suggest  that  in  every  case  of  the  kind,  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Vice-Guardians  should  be  recorded  on  their  minutes. 

Similar  instances  have  frequently  occurred  in  other  Unions  under  ordinary 
Boards  of  Guardians,  and  the  Commissioners  in  all  such  cases  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  writing  to  such  Boards,  in  order  to  express  the  Commissioners’  disapproval 
of  the  course  pursued. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners: — March  15,  1848. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  1 1th 
instant,  enclosing  a copy  of  the  out-door  relief  order  issued  on  the  7tli  March, 
for  the  Union  of  Listowel,  with  a request  that  I might  inform  the  Commissioners 
whether  the  state  of  the  Westport  Union  is  such  that  the  provisions  of  this  order 
could  be  carried  into  effect  here ; and  in  reply  I have  to  state  for  the  information 
of  the  Commissioners,  that  I am  of  opinion  that  all  able-bodied  single  men,  as  well 
as  married  men  not  having  more  than  two  persons  dependent  on  them,  should 
be  excluded  from  all  participation  in  out-door  relief.  I substitute  the  word 
persons  for  children,  for  I fear  in  many  instances  it  might  not  be  safe  to  exclude 
a man  having  a wife  and  tioo  grown-up  children  depending  on  him,  while  there 
u ould  be  no  objection  to  exclude  the  man  with  a wife  and  only  one  child,  or  the 
man  who  had  no  wife,  but  who  had  two  children  for  whose  support  he  was  legally 
accountable. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  22,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  15th  instant,  relating  to  the  proposed  modification  of  the  order 
authorizing  out-door  relief  in  the  Westport  Union,  in  which  you  suggest  that  in 
the  modified  order  the  word  “ persons”  be  substituted  for  “ children and  in 
reference  thereto  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  were  unwilling  to  introduce 
the  phraseology  of  “ persons”  instead  of  “ children but  they  have  substituted 
the  words  “ wife  and  one  child,  or  widower  having  two  children,”  with  a view  to 
meet  your  recommendation. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  15,  1848. 

We  have,  the  honour  to  report  that  Mr.  Louden,  rate  collector,  has  lodged 
40/.  10s.  4 d.  during  the  past  week  on  account  of  his  collection.  Sir  R.  O’Donnell 
has  not  made  any  lodgment  since  our  last  report.  We  have  paid  on  account  of 
carriage  and  distribution  of  Indian  meal  for  out-door  relief  40 /.16s.  6d,  and  for 
the  petty  expenses  31.  10s. 

Mr.  . Lynch,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  has  handed  us  an  order  on  the 
Commissariat  store  at  Ballinrobe  for  600/.  worth  of  provisions,  granted  in  aid  of 
the  destitute  poor  by  the  British  Association ; and  we  have  issued  orders  on  the 
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officer  in  charge  there  for  525 1.  worth  of  Indian  meal  to  supply  their  wants  for 
this  week. 

There  are  21,239  persons  now  on  the  out-door  relief  lists,  185  having  been 
added  this  week,  and  we  estimate  that  a sum  of  500/.  will  be  necessary  to  provide 
the  food  required  for  the  week  ending  the  25th  instant. 

The  electoral  divisions  of  Achill  and  Ballycroy  are  so  distant  from  Ballinrobe 
(the  former  about  50  miles),  we  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  any  future  orders 
for  provisions  that  may  be  sent  in  aid  of  this  Union,  may  he  left  so  that  we  can 
draw  such  part  of  the  supply  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  part  of  the  Union,  from 
the  depot  at  Achill,  and  thus  save  much  time  and  expense. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners: — March  17,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  13th 
March,  and  in  accordance  with  your  request,  I beg  to  inform  the  Commissioners 
that  the  sum  due  by  immediate  lessors  in  the  district  of  Sir  Richard  O’Donnell, 
rate  collector,  amounts  to  402/.  6s.  11  ^d.  I annex  a list  of  the  persons  by  whom 
it  is  due,  and  shall  take  care  to  draw  the  particular  attention  of  the  collector  to 
the  fact,  that  he  is  himself  the  largest  defaulter. 

Enclosure  referred  to. 


Poor  Rate  Due  by  Immediate  Lessors  in  the  District  of  Sir  R.  A.  O’Donnell,  Bart , Rate 
Collector. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Total. 

Newport. 

Achill. 

Ballycroy. 

Marquess  of  Sligo  ...... 

Westport  House  . 

£.  s.  d. 
54  4 6* 
84  9 44 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

jG.  s.  a. 

Sir  R.  A.  O’Donnell  ..... 

Newport  House 

102  18  14 

Peter  Bourke,  Esq 

James  Uilles,  Esq 

Charles  M'Donnell,  Esq 

Dominick  M'Loughlin,  Esq.  . . . 

John  M'Loughlin,  Esq 

Representatives  of  P.  M'Loughlin,  Esq. 

Ballinew,  Castlebar 
Maryland,  Newpoit 
Moyour,  Westport  . 
Achill  .... 
Achill  .... 

5 17  7 

3 5 8 
2 5 0 

4 5 2^ 
4 6 9| 

22*  2*  9 
28  14  104 

.51 77 

3 5 8 
2 5 0 

4 5 24 
26  9 6A 

Representatives  of  Captain  O’Donnell 

20  3 54 

20  3 54 

Total  due  . . 

402  0 114 

Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  20,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  17th  instant,  forwarding  a list  of  the  immediate  lessors  who  are 
defaulters  in  the  payments  of  poor  rate  in  the  Newport,  Achill,  and  Ballycroy 
divisions  of  the  Westport  Union;  and  I am  to  return  the  list  herewith,  and  to 
request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  state,  against  the  name  of  each  of  the 
defaulters,  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  which  have  been  taken  to  compel  payment 
of  the  rate,  and  the  dates  when  such  proceedings  were  taken  in  each  case,  together 
with  any  explanation  which  can  be  afforded  of  the  delay  which  has  occurred  on 
the  part  of  the  Vice-Guardians  in  enforcing  payment. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  sanction  proceedings 
being  taken  in  the  superior  courts  of  record  in  Dublin,  in  any  of  the  cases  in 
question ; and  they  think  that  it  will  be  desirable,  both  with  a view  to  saving  of 
legal  expenses  to  the  defaulters,  as  well  as  with  regard  to  the  more  speedy  realizing 
or  the  rates,  that  proceedings  by  notice  and  summons,  or  by  civil  bill,  should  be 
taken  where  practicable. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Lynch  : — March  22,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  enclose  herewith  a copy  of  the  list 
of  persons  in  Collector  Louden’s  distinct  who  have  not  paid  their  rates ; and  I 
am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  lay  the  list  before  the  Vice- 
Guar  dianSj  in  order  that  they  may  insert  in  the  columns  ruled  for  the  purpose — 
1.  I he  date  when  they  applied  for  the  Commissioners’  sanction  to  take  proceedings 
in  the  superior  courts  in  each  case  in  which  they  have  made  such  an  application; 
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2.  The  reason  why  proceedings  by  notice,  summons,  and  distress,  or  by  civil  bill,  Westport  Union, 
were  not  taken  in  each  of  such  cases ; 8.  The  reason  for  the  delay  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  service  of  the  notice,  in  each  case  in  which  it  was  served ; 4. 

Tiie  reason  why  some  of  the  parties  had  not  been  served  at  the  time  when  you 
forwarded  the  list;  5.  And  any  observations  which  the  Vice-Guardians  may  wish 
to  make  as  to  the  very  unsatisfactory  state  in  which  the  collection  of  those  rates  is 
found  to  be,  for  enforcing  payment  of  which,  special  powers  are  given  to  them  by 
the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Amendment  Act. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  return  the  enclosed 
paper,  with  the  requisite  observations  in  each  column,  at  your  earliest  convenience ; 
and  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Commissioners  that  similar  information  should  be  afforded 
in  the  case  of  Sir  R.  O’Donnell’s  district. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Ballinrobe,  Castlebar,  and 
Westport  Unions : — March  22,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  a report  which  they 
have  received  from  their  Inspector,  Mr.  R.  Bourke,  in  which  he  states  that  relief 
out  of  the  workhouse  is  given  in  the  Westport  Union  in  uncooked  food,  and  that 
to  the  able-bodied  it  is  still  issued  weekly,  which  practices  he  has  always  opposed, 
but  found  it  difficult  to  induce  you  to  abandon. 

The  Cojnmissioners  consider  this  matter  of  so  much  importance  that  they  desire 
me  to  draw  your  special  attention  again  to  the  subject.  The  Commissioners  are 
of  opinion,  that  great  efforts  should  be  made  to  introduce  the  system  of  giving 
rations  in  cooked  food  daily. 

They  have  reason  to  believe,  that  where  rations  of  meal  have  been  issued  weekly, 
they  have  sometimes  been  entirely  consumed  during  three  or  four  days  of  the  week, 
to  the  great  detriment  of  the  paupers  during  the  remaining  days. 

The  great  point  to  be  borne  in  mind  is,  the  due  relief  of  destitution  in  the 
manner  which  is  at  the  same  time  the  most  effectual  and  the  most  economical ; 
and  the  Commissioners  think,  especially  in  reference  to  the  improvidence  which 
has  been  found  to  exist,  that  this  end  can  be  best  secured  by  daily  rations  of 
cooked  food. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners: — March  23,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, that  I attended  yesterday  and  the  day  before  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Vice-Guardians.  The  applicants  for  relief  still  continue  numerous,  but 
as  the  relieving  officers  have  now  more  time  to  examine  into  the  circumstances  of 
those  hitherto  put  on  the  list,  they  are  enabled  to  strike  off  in  each  week  very 
nearly  as  many  as  the  Vice-Guardians  are  obliged  to  put  on,  so  that  the  number 
actually  receiving  out-door  relief  does  not  exceed  2 1,000,  and  to  supply  this  numbei 
it  takes  about  60  tons  of  Indian  meal,  which  at  the  present  price  costs  525 1.,  but 
to  this  is  to  be  added  cost  of  carriage  from  Ballinrobe,  and  distribution  about  U. 
per  ton. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  taken  much  pains  to  reserve  as  much  of  the  accom- 
modation as  possible  in  the  workhouse  for  the  able-bodied  men  with  small  families, 
and  they  find  that  this  has  the  effect  of  throwing  many  of  this  class  on  their  own 
resources  who  would  prefer  remaining  a burden  on  the  rates.  During  the  last 
week  there  were  71  taken  into  the  house,  and  49  discharged — the  greater  portion 
of  those  discharged  were  put  on  the  out-door  relief  list. 

1 regret  to  have  to  report  the  death  of  Mr.  Geraghty,  the  schoolmaster ; he 
died  ol  fever  on  the  21st  instant : and  Mr.  Egan,  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  is.also 
attacked  by  fever,  and  consequently  unable  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  office 
The  Vice-Guardians  have  directed  Mr.  John  Moran  to  act  in  his  place  during 
Mr.  Egan’s  illness. 

Though  I have  repeatedly  spoken  to  Mr.  Louden,  the  collector,  he  is  making 
very  little  progress  in  the  collection  of  the  rate ; he  has  lodged  but  30 1.  within 
the  last  week.  He  has,  however,  issued  several  summonses,  which  are  to  be 
heard  at  the  petty  sessions  this  day.  He  made  a seizure  a few  days  since  of 
some  cattle,  the  property  of  Mr,  Burke,  of  Greenhills,  and  the  cattle  were 
rescued.  I directed  him  to  have  informations  sworn  against  the  parties,  and  spoke 
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to  Mr.  Morony,  the  magistrate,  who  promised  me  that  he  would  take  out  some 
of  the  police  to  protect  Mr.  Louden  in  the  execution  of  liis  duty,  hut  as  yet  he  has 
not  gone  out.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  strong  measures  should  be  taken 
to  enforce  the  law,  particularly  in  cases  where  gentlemen  of  Mr.  Burke’s  station 
are  concerned. 

Sir  Richard  O’Donnell  has  made  no  lodgment  since  my  last  report. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  27,  1S4S. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to 
the  British  Association  for  a further  advance  of  500 1.  (in  provisions,)  to  assist 
the  Vice-Guardians  in  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  of  the 
Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  inform  you  that  the  attention  of  Government  has 
been  drawn  to  the  rescue  of  the  cattle  seized  by  one  of  the  rate  collectors  for  the 
payment  of  the  rate  due  on  the  property  of  Mr.  Burke,  of  Greenhills. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Lynch  -.—March  25,  1848. 

Mr.  Lynch  is  requested  to  report  his  opinion  as  to  the  time  for  which  a 
renewal  of  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  be  administered  to  certain 
classes,  will  be  necessary. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners: — March  27,  1848. 

I am  of  opinion  that  the  able-bodied  men  who  are  not  married,  as  well  as 
the  married  men  with  only  two  persons  depending  on  them,  may  be  safely  left  to 
their  own  resources  till  the  beginning  of  May,  as  there  will  be  sufficient  demand 
for  their  labour,  but  for  all  other  classes  a renewal  will  be  necessary  on  the  ex- 
piration of  the  present  order. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  3,  1848. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  contained  in  your  report  of  the  27th 
?’  1 dlrected  by  *e  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  have  given  direc- 
Union  ^ Ie“eWal  of  tlle  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  in  the  Westport 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners: — March  29,  1848. 
return  *?  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant, 

O'Do  ell  ”Voo  „?aCl°Sed.llSt  °/  defaulters  in  the  district  of  Sir  Richard 
nature  of  the  T11.n°1’ j-e^UeSt7.“,°{  me,to  stilte  against  the  name  of  each  the 
mte  and  ?‘oceedlnf, W "Ch  !'a/e  been  “en  to  compel  payment  of  the 
O-Donnell  attended  ^1  Sn  ° the  Commissioners  tfiat  Sir  Richard 

bafmS twffhSV L “a  “S.u°f  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  and 
SfcdlluonTn  ^ hf  1'°Ped’ '“toe  of  a week  or  so,  to  be  able  to  close 

collect  on  of  thf,,?6" f ffewPorti  and  that  the  delay  in  the 

obliged  to  send  un  hf  If  and.  Ballycroy  was  occasioned  by  his  being 

b7*^of^V?~rb00^°^va^rt,?sI^M  wel1  as  on  other  occasions, 
ow  “ course  o ZZ  f he  to'tl,er  stlted'  that  if  allowed  to  take  his 

SefXldhf  rlor-iff  e™7/™Uable  shilling  of  the  rate,  and  that 
proceed  in  the  superior  Courts?  “ ^ sanctloa  of  ‘he  Commissioners  to 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  13,  1848, 

Commis^onersfnffpof  ff  Uf1,{.eP0ld  29th  ultimo,  I am  directed  by  the 

sioners  to  leguest  that  they  may  be  informed  whether  Sir  R.  O'Donnell 
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has  concluded  the  collection  of  poor  rates  in  the  Newport  electoral  division  of 
the  Westport  Union. 

I am  also  to  inquire  whether  the  rates  due  by  the  immediate  lessors  named 
in  the  list  enclosed  with  your  report,  including  Sir  R.  O’Donnell  himself,  have 
yet  been  paid. 

If  not  paid  the  subject  should  be  brought  under  the  special  notice  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  without  delay. 


Ml*.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  29,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  return  the  list  of  defaulters  in  Mr.  Louden’s 
district  of  the  Westport  Union,  with  the  several  columns  filled  up  as  you 
directed  by  the  Vice- Guardians. 

Sir  Richard  O’Donnell  states  he  will  be  able  to  collect  all  the  rates  in  his 
district,  and  will  not  require  the  interference  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  8,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I am  directed 
by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy  of  the  list  of 
immediate  lessors  of  property  in  the  Westport  Union,  against  whom  the  Vice- 
Guardians  propose  to  institute  proceedings  for  recovery  of  the  rates  due  by 
them ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  inform  the  Com- 
missioners whether  the  usual  fifteen  days’  notice  has  been  served  in  each  case. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  although  there  may  be  a doubt  as  to 
•whether  summary  proceedings  before  justices  would  have  proved  successful  in 
the  cases  named  in  the  list,  still  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  such  a 
course  might  have  been  employed  much  more  generally  in  the  Westport 
Union. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  29,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  state  that  Sir  Richard  O’Donnell  has  lodged 
138Z.  and  Mr.  Louden  308/.  on  account  of  the  collection  of  poor-rates,  since 
our  last  report,  and  we  hope  that  in  our  next  we  may  be  able  to  speak  of  their 
continued  activity.  We  have  paid  IS//.  7s.  4 d.  for  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Union,  and  on  account  of  amount  due  for  out-door  relief  258/.  8s.  1 d. 

In  compliance  with  your  sealed  order,  2117  persons  have  been  removed  from 
the  relieving  officers’  lists,  reducing  those  now  to  receive  food  to  about  19,000, 
and  taking  into  account  an  addition  to  this  number  from  new  applications,  we 
estimate  that  500/.  will  be  required  to  maintain  them  for  the  week  ending*  the 
8th  of  April.  ° 

We  have  received  from  R.  M.  Lynch,  Esq.,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector, 
an  order  granted  by  the  British  Association  on  the  Commissariat  store  at 
Ballinrobe  for  500/.  worth  of  provisions,  and  we  have  drawn  on  the  officer  in 
charge  there  for  505/.  6s.  3d.  worth,  having  had  a balance  of  last  week’s  order 
remaining  to  our  credit. 

We  regret  to  inform  you  that  attacks  were  made  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
last,  by  large  parties  of  people,  upon  the  carriers  on  their  way  from  Ballinrobe 
with  meal,  ordered  for  the  supply  of  the  poor  in  this  Union,  and  a quantity 
forcibly  carried  away . Informations  have  been  sworn,  several  of  the  parties 
identified  and  warrants  issued  for  their  apprehension ; part  of  the  meal  has  also 
been  recovered.  We  have  sent  requisitions  to  Mr.  Morony,  resident  magistrate, 
stationed  here,  and  Mr.  Arabin,  resident  magistrate  at  Ballinrobe,  to  furnish 
sufficient  escorts  to  protect  the  meal  (this  day  ordered)  from  the  depot  to  its 
destination. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  1,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the 
British  Association  for  a lurther  advance  of  500/.  in  provisions,  to  assist  yon  in 
providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Westport  Union. 


Westport  Union. 
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Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  4,  1848. 

Adverting  to  a recent  letter  of  the  Commissioners,  I beg  to  state  that 
I applied  to  the  clerk  of  the  petty  sessions  for  a list  of  the  persons  to  whom 
dismissals  were  granted  by  the  magistrates  on  the  23rd  of  March,  and  he  refused 
to  give  me  any  information,  I had  therefore  to  wait  till  I saw  Mr.  Louden  this 
day.  I now  enclose  a list  of  the  names  and  amounts,  and  I have  instructed  the 
collector  to  proceed  against  these  parties  at  the  approaching  quarter  sessions. 

Enclosure. 

List  of  Persons  summoned  by  Mr.  Louden  for  Poor-rate,  and  whose  cases  were  dismissed  by 
the  Magistrates  at  the  Westport  Petty  Sessions,  March  23,  1848. 


£.  a 

d. 

28  Pat  Gibbons,  Castleaffy  . 

. 0 18 

3* 

30  Myles  Gibbons,  ditto 

. 0 18 

3* 

31  Honor  Devir,  ditto 

. 0 17 

6 

32  Thomas  Gibbons,  ditto  . 

. 0 17 

6 

33  Pat  Joyce,  ditto 

. 0 18 

3* 

34  Anthony  Joyce,  ditto 

. 0 18 

3g. 

35  Michael  M'Greal,  Owenweel 

„ Sally  M'Greal,  ditto  > . 

. 0 12 

10* 

„ Richard  M‘Greal,  ditto  J 

36  Pat  Cunniff,  ditto 

. 1 12 

7* 

51  Michael  Burke,  C lagan  South  . 

. 1 1 

10i 

52  Pat  Gallagher,  Rosskeeren 

. 0 16  10* 

53  Harry  Salmon,  ditto 

. 0 16  10* 

54  Pat  Clarke,  Culleen 

. 1 17 

n 

Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners: — April  5,  1848. 

The  Vice-Guardians  of  this  Union  held  their  weekly  meetings  yesterday 
and  to-day,  and  though  the  applicants  for  relief  still  continue  numerous,  yet 
the  amount  of  food  issued  has  not  increased,  as  the  numbers  put  on  do  not 
exceed  those  struck  off. 

There  were  about  60  vacancies  in  the  house  which  were  filled  up  by  a class 
of  persons  of  whose  real  destitution  there  appeared  to  be  some  doubt.  Of  the 
number  admitted  last  week  no  less  than  86  have  since  been  discharged  at  their 
own  request  ; these  were  principally  from  the  electoral  division  of  Islandeady, 
where  I fear  there  has  been  a good  deal  of  fraud  and  imposition,  much  of  which 
must  be  attributed  to  the  several  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  relieving 
officer. 

Though  there  are  still  over  50  cases  of  fever  in  the  hospital,  they  are  of  a 
light  description ; measles  have,  I regret  to  say,  made  their  appearance,  there 
have  been  over  30  cases  and  2 deaths ; the  medical  attendant  states  that  the 
character  of  the  disease  is  generally  very  mild,  but  I fear  it  will  be  likely  to 
spread  from  the  present  crowded  state  of  the  house.  Small-pox  has  also  been 
introduced  into  the  house,  three  of  the  children  lately  admitted  have  been 
severely  attacked,  and  one  has  died  and  another  continues  dangerously  ill. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  entered  into  a contract  with  a Mr.  Kelly  for  the 
proper  ventilation  oi  the  house,  and  I hope  he  will  have  his  contract  completed 
before  the  warm  weather  sets  in,  otherwise  the  most  serious  consequences  may 
be  apprehended. 

Mr.  Johnson,  the  master,  has  tendered  his  resignation ; he  was  obliged  to 
admit,  that  after  a fair  trial  he  was  not  equal  to  the  very  onerous  duty  of  the 
office;  since  his  appointment  he  has  conducted  himself  with  the  strictest 
honesty  and  propriety. 

During  the  week  Mr.  Louden  has  been  exerting  himself  to  collect  as  much 
rate  as  possible.  Mr.  Morony,  the  resident  magistrate,  was  out  with  him  all 
day  on  Saturday  last;  he  served  a great  number  of  notices,  and  he  seized  five 
or  six  head  of  cattle,  three  of  these  were  released  on  payment  of  the  rate,  the 
other  two  were  sold  in  the  town  of  Westport  on  last  Monday,  and  realized  the 
sums  for  which  they  were  seized.  Mr.  Morony  tells  me  that  if  it-  had  not  been 
for  the  presence  of  the  police  force,  it  would  have  been  quite  impossible  to 
have  brought  the  cattle  from  off  the  land,  and  that  it  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  the  notices  were  served;  they  found  all  the  doors  closed,  and  it  was 
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through  the  key  holes  and  under  the  doors  that  the  papers  were  put  in.  Mr. 
Louden  has  lodged  1 127.  Os.  6cl.,  but  Sir  Richard  O’Donnell  has  paid  in  nothin 
since  my  last  report.  ° 

From  the  statement  made  this  day  to  the  Vice-Guardians  by  Mr.  Mears,  the 
supervisor  of  the  working  parties,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  labour 
test  in  the  electoral  division  of  Achill  has  been  altogether  overlooked.  Mr. 
Leckey  and  I have  arranged  to  start  to-morrow  morning,  with  a view  of  putting 
the  whole  system  on  some  better  footing. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  10,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  rely  upon  the  Vice-Guardians 
taking  every  possible  precaution  to  prevent  the  spread  of  disease  in  the  work- 
house,  by  effectually  separating  the  sick  from  the  healthy  inmates. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  the  collectors  will  not  be  permitted  to  relax 
their  exertions  for  the  recovery  of  all  collectable  rates  in  the  Union,  and  that 
active  steps  will  be  taken  in  order  that  a task  of  work  as  the  condition  of 
receiving  out-door  relief,  may  be  required  from  the  able-bodied  persons 
relieved. 


Westport  Union. 
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Callan  Union. 

C ALLAN  UNION. 


Captain  Musters,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 
February  18,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state  that  since  my  arrival  here  on  the  morning  of 
the  16tli  instant,  I have  made  a careful  and  minute  inspection  of  the  poor-house, 
of  which  I am  happy  to  say  I can  give  a very  favourable  account,  finding  it 
very  clean,  with  a few  trifling  exceptions  in  good  order,  and  in  every  department 
that  came  under  my  observation,  I consider  the  rules  and  regulations  have  been 
fairly  attended  to  by  both  master  and  matron. 

The  Visiting  Committee  appear,  however,  seldom  to  attend,  only  one 
member  of  that  body  having  made  any  report  (since  last  October)  in  the  visiting 
book  kept  for  that  purpose ; I am  informed  that  only  one  elected  Guardian 
resides  in  the  town  of  Callan,  the  remainder  all  residing  at  a considerable 
distance  from  it. 

The  number  of  paupers  in  the  house  at  the  present  moment  is  44 1,  and  56  in 
fever  hospital,  making  a total  of  497 ; in  this  number  are  included  about  15 
infirm  old  men,  and  about  double  that  number  of  women,  the  remainder  being 
all  able-bodied.  This  leaves  123  vacancies. 

There  is  an  abundance  of  good  clothing  in  the  house,  and  I consider  it  will 
be  in  the  power  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  apply  the  workhouse  test  on  the 
next  Board  day,  not  only  to  those  persons  then  applying  for  relief,  but  to  many 
who  are  now  receiving  out-door  relief. 

The  lists  or  returns  called  for,  of  the  number  of  destitute  poor  persons  relieved 
out  of  the  workhouse  in  each  week,  from  the  commencement  of  out-door  relief 
in  this  Union,  up  to  the  week  ended  Saturday,  12th  instant,  will  be  completed 
by  the  next  Board  day,  and  then  forwarded  as  directed. 

There  are  two  stores  taken  in  the  town  for  the  male  and  female  children,  in 
which  there  are  at  present  232.  The  buildings  appear  to  be  very  old,  and  the 
boys’  house  very  much  out  of  repair ; they  were,  however,  as  clean  and  orderly 
as  under  the  circumstances  could  be  expected. 

In  conclusion,  I have  only  to  mention  that  I also  visited  the  fever  sheds,  in 
which  there  were  118  patients ; the  medical  man  informed  me  that  there  were 
two  or  three  bad  cases  of  typhus  fever  only,  the  remainder  not  being  of  a 
malignant  character. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  26,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  that  in  your  next  report 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  the  Commissioners  of  the  steps  which 
have  been  taken  to  apply  the  test  of  labour  to  persons  in  the  receipt  of  out-door 
relief  in  the  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  your  attention  to  the  Commissioners’  circular 
letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  and  I am  to  state  that  the  parties  removed  from  the 
workhouse,  who  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Extension  Act,  may,  in  addition  to  the  weekly  allowance  of  food,  be 
provided  with  allowances  for  fuel,  clothing,  and  lodging. 


Captain  Musters  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  4,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  reply  to  the  instructions  I received  in  your  commu- 
nication, dated  Dublin,  February  26,  1848,  to  state,  that  by  order  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  as  shown  by  the  minute  of  their  proceedings  of  January  5,  1848,  all 
able-bodied  paupers  are  required  to  work  eight  hours  each  day,  and  to  break  1£ 
cubic  yards  of  lime  stone,  and  one  cubic  yard  of  grey  stone ; and  where  any  defi- 
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ciency  of  work  appears,  the  relieving  officers  are  directed  to  allow  rations  only  in 
proportion  to  the  work  done.  This  is  in  operation  all  over  the  Union  ; and  though 
I have  not  had  time  at  present  to  visit  the  different  depots  in  the  Union,  I have 
reason  to  believe,  from  the  relieving  officers’  books  and  statements,  that  it  is  pro- 
perly carried  out. 

The  number  receiving  out-door  relief  up  to  the  week  ending:  Saturday 
February  26,  1848,  was  9812. 

The  relieving  officers  have  complained  that  they  are  unable  to  put  many  of  the 
able-bodied  to  work  for  want  of  the  necessary  tools ; and  a letter  was  written  by 
the  clerk  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  on  Wednesday  last,  to  the  Board  of 
Works,  requesting  an  immediate  order  on  the  nearest  depot  to  Callan,  and  stating 
that  they  would  pay  the  carriage  of  them  from  that  depot. 

With  respect  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  the  18th  of  January,  1848, 1 find 
that  up  to  the  present  period  no  extra  allowance  has  been  made  by  the  Guardians 
to  persons  discharged  from  the  workhouse  under  section  1st  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Extension  Act ; but  by  the  master’s  Discharge-book  it  appears  there  was 
only  one  case,  a widow  and  two  children,  removed  from  the  workhouse  since  the 
Commissioners’  circular  of  the  18th  of  January,  1848. 

I have  visited  the  workhouse  daily  since  last  Board-day  (March  1),  and  found 
everything  regular,  clean,  and  proper : the  house  well  ventilated.  The  new  fever 
wards  are  now  beiug  aired,  and  will  be  ready  for  reception  about  the  beginning  of 
next  month. 

The  number  relieved  during  the  past  week  in  the  house  was  814 ; remaining  in 
the  house  at  the  present  moment,  782 ; in  this  number  are  included  63  in  house 
infirmary,  and  41  in  fever  sheds. 

In  Ballingarry  fever  ward,  35. 

The  deaths  during  the  past  week,  in  workhouse  2 adults;  in  fever  sheds 
1 child. 

On  the  last  Board-day,  March  1,  1848,  the  numbers  admitted  into  the  house 
were  178,  out  of  which  number  only  58  came  in  ; the  greater  part  of  these,  if  not 
all,  were  taken  from  the  relieving  officers’  out-door  relief  lists,  and  were  principally 
able-bodied  paupers. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  98  vacancies. 

The  last  two  days  I have  been  engaged  investigating  charges  made  by  some 
of  the  paupers  as  well  as  by  the  master,  a report  of  which  I have  already  forwarded. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  9,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  observation,  that  only  one  widow  and  two  children 
were  removed  from  the  workhouse  since  the  Commissioners’  circular  letter  of  the 
18th  January,  I am  to  recommend  that  room  should  be  made  in  the  workhouse  for 
testing  the  destitution  of  applicants  for  relief,  by  discharging  the  classes  coming 
under  the  1st  section. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  Commissioners’  circular  of 
the  18th  January,  by  which  you  will  more  fully  perceive  the  Commissioners’  views 
on  the  subject. 

By  each  week  selecting  a certain  number  of  persons  from  the  lists  of  the  relieving 
officers,  and  offering  them  relief  in  the  workhouse,  a large  number  of  persons  may 
be  brought  within  the  scope  of  the  workhouse  test. 


Captain  Musters  to  the  Commissioners: — March  11,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  9th  instant,  I have  the  honour 
to  state  that  at  the  present  time  there  are  not  more  than  seven  cases  in  the 
workhouse  coming  under  section  1,  10  Vic.,  cap.  31,  the  rest  being  either  able- 
bodied,  or  too  infirm  to  remove.  These  seven  cases  will  be  brought  before  the 
Guardians  on  the  next  Board-day,  when  I will  recommend  their  removal,  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  contained  in  the  Commissioners’  circular  of  the  18th 
January,  1848. 

The  number  of  all  classes  relieved  out  of  the  workhouse  during  the  week 
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ending  Saturday,  March  4,  1848,  was  8515,  showing  a decrease  of  377  from  the 
former  week.  . 

The  workhouse  test  was  applied  to  every  case  coming  under  section  2,  which  was 
brought  before  the  Guardians  on  Wednesday  last  by  the  relieving  officers  ; and  83 
applicants  for  relief  under  the  2nd  section  were  admitted  to  the  workhouse,  out  ot 
which  number  only  1 1 have  up  to  this  date  gone  in. 

The  last  sealed  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  will  expire  on  the 
25th  of  this  month ; and  I have  cautioned  all  the  relieving  officers  to  have  lists 
made  out  and  ready  to  lay  before  the  Guardians  at  their  next  meeting,  showing 
every  case  on  their  respective  relief  lists  falling  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act, 
for  the  purpose  of  at  once  striking  off  a certain  number,  and  if  possible  all,  by  the  18th 
instant.  But  from  what  I have  been  able  to  collect  of  the  state  ot  the  distress  in 
this  Union,  I am  inclined  to  recommend  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  elec- 
toral districts  of  Kells  and  Burnchurch,  Grove  and  Kilmanagh,  the  remaining  five 
electoral  districts  should  be  allowed  the  benefit  of  the  last  order  for  relief  out  of 
the  workhouse  till  it  expires  on  the  25th  instant,  there  being  very  great  poverty 
in  these  districts,  particularly  in  the  mining  district  of  Ballingarry.  This  con- 
tinuance of  wet  weather  has  also  greatly  retarded  the  farming  and  out-door  opera- 
tions of  all  sorts. 

The  number  relieved  in  the  workhouse  during  the  past  week  was  802,  remaining 
at  the  present  moment  746,  in  which  number  is  included  81  infirmary  patients, 
58  fever  shed  patients,  and  240  children,  leaving  134  vacancies. 

These,  with  the  vacancies  that  may  occur  from  discharges  between  this  time  and 
the  18th  instant,  will,  I considex-,  leave  about  150  or  170  vacancies  at  the  expiration 
of  the  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  which  I hope  (with  the  assistance  of  the 
farming  and  out-door  work,  which  ought  to  be  in  operation  by  that  time)  will  be 
found  sufficient  to  meet  the  distress  the  discontinuance  of  that  order  will  neces- 
sarily occasion  in  some  of  the  districts  of  this  Union, 

I have  visited  the  workhouse  daily,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  infirmary, 
have  found  it  always  clean  and  regular.  The  nurse  in  the  latter  establishment  I 
do  not  consider  competent  to  fill  the  situation,  which  subject  I shall  bring  before 
the  Guardians  on  the  next  day  of  meeting. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  15,  1848. 

I AM  to  inform  you,  that  in  accordance  with  your  recommendation,  the 
Commissioners  do  not  propose  to  revoke  the  order,  which  will  therefore  remain  in 
force  until  the  25th  instant. 


Captain  Evans  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  22,  1848. 

May  I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  resolution  which 
was  entei’ed  on  the  minutes  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  this  day.  From  all  I can 
learn  from  the  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  it  will  be  very  necessary  to  continue  the 
out-door  relief  under  the  2nd  section  for  at  least  another  fortnight ; and  your 
sanction  and  reply  by  the  return  of  post,  addressed  to  Kilkenny,  will  oblige,  &c. 

Enclosdre. 

Mr.  Godfrey  John  Green  moved,  seconded  by  William  Conway — That  immediate 
application  be  made  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  for  a further  extension  of  time,  say  one 
month  from  the  25th  March  instant,  for  the  distribution  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
poor  of  the  Callan  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing ; — March  23,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  that  in  accordance  with  your  recommendation,  the  Commis- 
sioners have  given  directions  for  the  renewal  of  the  order  for  one  fortnight. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Evans  : — March  24,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  observe  by  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Callan  Union,  on  the  8th  instant,  that  the  meeting  was  adjourned 
on  that  day  to  the  18th  instant,  and  in  reference  thereto  I am  directed  to  state, 
that  Mr.  J.  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  that 
the  Board  should  meet  two  or  three  times  each  week,  otherwise  much  incon- 
venience will  arise,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  persons  receiving  relief  in  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Burke  suggests  that  it  Avould  be  desirable  that  you  should  prevail  on  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to  meet  on  two  or  three  days  in  each  week,  as  he  considers  it 
impossible  that  the  business  of  the  Union  can  now  be  transacted  in  one  day. 


Captain  Evans  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  2,  1848. 

I attended  the  Callan  Board  of  Guardians  on  Wednesday,  the  29th 
March,  Lord  Desart  in  the  chair,  and  a large  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Board  were  in  attendance,  and  the  business  of  the  day  was  conducted  in  the 
most  regular  and  orderly  manner.  The  relieving  officers  were  examined  and 
books  revised,  and  although  there  were  only  135  vacancies  in  the  house,  admis- 
sion to  286  of  the  able-bodied  were  offered,  and  out  of  that  number  only  20 
entered  the  house  on  that  day,  and  three  on  the  31st;  and  two  out  of  the  20 
admitted  on  the  29th  went  out  of  the  house  on  the  31st.  You  will  see  that  the 
workhouse  test  has  been  effectually  applied,  and  the  names  struck  off  the  relief 
lists  ; and  a greater  reduction  will  take  place  in  the  course  of  next  week ; but 
as  much  distress  exists  in  many  parts,  more  particularly  in  the  Ballingarry 
electoral  division,  a colliery  district,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  and  also 
in  Mulnahone,  where  a Mr.  Stephenson,  who  was  decreed  in  consequence 
of  his  not  paying  his  rates,  having  discharged  all  his  men  employed  in  his 
quarry. 

It  was  deemed  advisable  to  administer  out-door  relief  till  the  following  Board 
day. 

The  paupers,  males,  in  number  98,  are  well  clad  and  fed,  and  are  employed 
on  the  grounds,  some  in  paving  the  new  fever  hospital,  &c.,  &c.;  and  the 
females,  who  are  equally  well  clad  and  fed,  236  in  number,  in  spuming  and 
making  clothes,  which  is  superintended  by  the  matron  and  wardmistress ; and 
with  the  exception  of  the  male  paupers,  who,  in  consequence  of  hearing  that 
the  Kilkenny  paupers  had  made  an  attempt  to  oblige  the  Vice-Guardians  (in 
which  they  failed)  to  give  them  an  increase  of  rations,  tried  the  same  experi- 
ment, but  were  checked  by  the  chairman,  Lord  Desart,  who  acted  in  a firm  and 
determined  manner  ; and  with  this  exception  there  is  no  complaint. 

The  collectors  have  not  been  so  active  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  they 
might  have  been,  and  have  neglected  to  furnish  the  lists  of  the  defaulting  rate- 
payers ; and  it  was  my  intention  (with  your  sanction)  to  have  proceeded  against 
them,  under  the  102nd  section  of  the  Act  Viet.  1 and  2,  for  disobedience  of 
orders  and  neglect  of  duty ; but  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  they  requested 
that  I would  withhold  my  report  till  the  following  meeting,  when  they  would 
have  all  their  rates  collected.  I did  so,  giving  them  at  the  same  time  to  under- 
stand, that  in  the  event  of  the  rates  not  being  collected  in  full  on  the  25th 
instant,  on  which  day  they  were  by  bond  bound  to  complete  their  collection,  I 
should  without  hesitation  recommend  the  Guardians  at  once  to  proceed  against 
the  securities. 

I have  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  relieving  officers  as  yet.  I visited 
one  of  their  districts  on  the  31st,  where  the  able-bodied  wTere  employed  breaking 
stones  in  the  Ballintagart  quarry,  county  Tipperary,  and  found  them  breaking 
them  too  large,  which  it  would  appear  was  an  order  from  some  of  the  Guar- 
dians ; however  I ordered  them  to  be  broken  smaller,  giving  them  a two-inch 
ring  as  a gauge.  I find  on  making  inquiries  that  no  man  could  quarry  and 
break  stones  for  the  use  of  the  roads  for  less  than  10c?.  per  ton.  The  road  con 
trators  I hear  give  5c?.  per  ton  for  quarrying  and  3 cl.  for  breaking,  when  laid  on 
the  side  of  the  road  for  doing  so,  which  task  is  performed  by  old  men  and 
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boys,  and  in  many  instances  by  women ; but  tbe  farmers  have  assured  me,  that 
they  could  not  provide  the  broken  stones  for  the  contractors  for  less  than  1 0 d. 
per  ton ; and  only  4 d.  has  been  offered  to  the  Guardians,  which  I have  requested 
them  not  to  accept,  as  they  will  be  able  shortly  to  come  to  some  understanding 
with  the  grand  jury,  to  compel  the  contractors  to  purchase  from  their  Union” 
which  it  will  be  their  interest  to  do. 

The  expense  of  the  house  is  gradually  reducing,  it  being  is.  per  head 
for  the  week  ending  the  18th  of  March,  and  Is.  8 %d.  for  the  week  ending  the 
25th ; but  I anticipate  a further  reduction  when  we  enter  into  new  contracts. 
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Mr.  Burke  to  the  Commissioners — Dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians : — 
March  17,  1848. 

I forward  herewith  a letter  (A)  dated  1 1th  instant,  with  two  enclosures 
(B  and  C),  from  Sir  Henry  Winston  Barron,  Bart.,  M.P.,  relating  to  the  state 
of  the  Waterford  Union,  and  impressing  the  absolute  and  pressing  necessity 
there  exists,  of  either  dissolving  the  Board  of  Guardians  or  appointing  an 
Inspector  of  the  Union.  On  receipt  of  this  communication  I altered  my 
arrangements  for  this  week  and  proceeded  at  once  to  Waterford,  and  having 
on  Tuesday  made  an  inspection  of  the  workhouse  and  of  the  additional  wards 
in  connexion  with  it,  I attended  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  on  Thursday  and 
submitted  to  them  the  accompanying  report  (D). 

Of  the  incapacity  of  the  master  to  conduct  the  management  of  the  work- 
house  I have  had  frequent  instances,  the  laxity  of  discipline  and  the  idleness 
prevailing  within  it  render  this  workhouse  no  longer  a test  for  the  lazy  and 
ill-conducted.  At  the  meeting  on  Thursday  one  of  the  medical  officers,  Dr. 
Elliot,  made  a report  (E.  1)  on  the  bad  quality  of  the  food  and  the  want  of 
clothing  for  the  children,  a sample  of  the  bread  in  use  being  produced,  it  was  of  a 
very  inferior  description,  although  the  person  supplying  it  had  tendered  to  give 
it  of  the  best  quality,  and  for  which  he  had  a fair  price — namely,  6d.  per  4 lb. 
loaf;  this  man  has  been  supplying  the  workhouse  since  the  18th  February, 
(E.  2),  and  Dr.  Elliot  stated  that  the  bread  was  generally  worse  than  the  sample 
then  produced,  yet  no  report  of  this  fact  was  ever  made  by  the  master ; on 
calling  for  the  contract,  it  appeared  that  none  had  ever  been  entered  into,  nor 
was  it  the  practice  to  have  contracts  entered  into  with  parties  who  supplied  the 
workhouse,  the  tender  being  the  only  evidence  of  the  transaction.  With 
regard  to  the  badness  of  the  broth  mentioned  in  the  medical  officer’s  report, 
the  person  who  supplied  the  meat  had  4 i<£  per  pound,  and  it  was  to  be  of  the 
best  quality ; instead  of  which  it  appeared  he  supplied  shins  of  beef,  which 
generally  consisted  of  eight  pounds  of  bone  and  only  five  pounds  of  meat.  I 
should  say  from  what  came  out  at  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  on  Thursday, 
that  the  testing  of  every  other  article  supplied  to  the  workhouse  is  equally 
neglected. 

With  respect  to  the  finances  of  the  Union,  it  appears  that  of  the  rate  made 
upwards  of  seven  months  since,  about  one-fourth  remains  uncollected  (F),  and 
there  seems  to  be  no  trouble  taken,  by  the  Guardians  to  have  this  large  arrear 
got  in.  You  will  see  from  the  return  that  while  Collector  Gamble  has  col- 
lected ten-elevenths,  and  Collector  Jones  nine-tenths  of  their  warrants,  Collector 
Fitzpatrick  has  collected  but  three-fourths,  and  Collectors  M'Donald  and  Cos- 
grave  but  little  more  than  two-thirds  of  their  warrants.  Collector  Cosgrave 
has  the  collection  of  the  City  of  Waterford  electoral  division,  and  although  I 
urged  most  strongly  on  the  Guardians  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  this  rate, 
that  the  sum  to  be  collected  on  this  electoral  division  was  too  large  for  one 
collector,  and  that  two  collectors  ought  to  be  appointed,  yet  it  was  agreed  by 
the  Guardians  that  Collector  Cosgrave  should  have  the  entire  collection  of  the 
Waterford  electoral  division ; the  consequence  is,  that  of  7-308Z.  12s.  Ad.,  there 
remains  2177/.  1 7s.  6d.  uncollected  by  him;  and  from  a return  (G),  which  I 
got  him  to  furnish,  it  would  appear  that  of  this  sum  more  than  two-fifths  are 
due  by  100  persons  of  a class  well  able  to  pay. 

About  a year  since  a collector  of  the  name  of  Phelan  was  found  to  be  a 
defaulter  for  nearly  five  hundred  pounds,  and  having  urged  on  the  Guardians  to 
have  this  man’s  bond  put  in  suit,  it  was  done  accordingly  six  months  since,  but, 
from  what  cause  I cannot  learn,  the  amount  of  Phelan’s  defalcation  has  not 
since  been  recovered,  although  it  is  stated  his  sureties  are  solvent. 

The  money  now  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  is  but  106/.  155.  10c/.,  the 
liabilities  of  the  Union  are  about  1640/.,  and  the  weekly  expenditure  about 
296/.  I65.  lcZ.  (H),  yet  with  this  state  of  things  it  appears  that  little  or  no  pro- 
gress is  being  made  with  regard  to  the  striking  of  a new  rate ; the  Guardians 
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on  Thursday  stating  as  their  reason  for  not  preparing  for  making  a rate,  that 
they  cannot  get  the  books  from  the  revisors.  The  Union  will  thus  be  unpro- 
vided with  means  to  carry  it  on.  At  the  meeting  on  Thursday  the  estimate 
for  the  Waterford  fever  hospital  could  not  be  paid  for  want  of  funds  with  the 
treasurer. 

From  the  return  of  the  attendance  of  the  Guardians  (I  1 and  2),  it  will  be 
seen  that  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board  for  deciding  on  the  applications  for 
relief,  but  few  attend.  Mr.  Bogan,  a Guardian,  stated  on  Thursday,  that  he 
had  to  wait  for  two  hours  one  day  this  week,  before  he  could  get  two  other 
Guardians  to  form  a Board ; and  while  writing  this  report  I received  a note 
(K.  1)  from  Mr.  Hayes,  a Guardian,  stating  that  there  was  “ no  attendance,  and 
“ the  house  surrounded  with  poor  objects  shivering  in  the  cold.”  I immediately 
advised  Mr.  Hayes,  that  although  it  might  not  be  strictly  legal,  he  ought, 
assisted  by  the  relieving  officers,  to  hear  and  decide  on  the  applications  for 
relief  (K.  2),  and  from  Mr.  Hayes’s  reply  it  appears  he  sat  unassisted  by  any 
other  Guardian  until  11  o’clock  at  night,  and  decided  on  cases  which  included 
600  persons  (K.  3). 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  return  (L),  that  but  10  entries  appear  in  the  Visiting 
Committee  Book  for  the  last  year,  and  of  these  seven  have  been  made  by  Messrs. 
Newport  and  Hayes,  who  are  the  only  Guardians  since  June  last  who  inspected 
the  workhouse.  Mr.  Hayes  stated  at  the  Board  on  Thursday,  that  he  lias 
ceased  to  make  entries  in  the  Visiting  Committee  Book,  as  they  were  never 
attended  to  by  the  Guardians. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  return  already  referred  to  (I),  that  but  few  of  the  ex- 
officio  Guardians  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  and  that  the  management 
of  the  Union  had  in  a great  measure  devolved  on  the  Guardians  of  the  City  of 
Waterford  electoral  division,  many  of  whom  however  well  inclined,  having 
their  own  affairs  to  attend  to,  cannot  be  expected  to  devote  the  time  which  the 
increased  duties  noiv  devolving  on  Boards  of  Guardians  require. 

The  Guardians,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  extract  from  their  minutes  of  pro- 
ceedings of  the  9th  instant  (M),  expressed  their  opinion  “that  the  general 
“ superintendence  of  this  establishment  with  its  intended  auxiliaries  as  well  as 
“ the  general  administration  of  the  Poor  Law,  requires  a much  more  vigilant 
“ and  constant  daily  inspection  than  the  Board  of  Guardians  can  conveniently 
“ or  satisfactorily  give,”  and  “ they  therefore  resolve  that  the  Poor  Law,  as 
“ regards  the  interests  of  all  concerned,  and  without  seeking  the  dissolution  of 
“ the  constitutional  formation  of  Board  of  Guardians,  would  be  more  efficiently, 
“ economically,  and  satisfactorily  administered  by  the  assistance  of  a resident 
“ Inspector  or  paid  Guardians,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  this  declaration  for 
“ the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners  for  administering  Relief  of  the  Poor 
“ in  Ireland.” 

As  the  suggestion  of  having  paid  Guardians  acting  with  a Board  of  Guar- 
dians as  at  present  constituted  is  quite  out  of  the  question,  the  only  matter  for 
your  consideration  is  whether  an  Inspector  is  required,  and  in  viewing  this 
matter  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  no  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied  has  been  issued  in  this  Union  as  in  the  Unions  to  which  Inspectors  have 
been  appointed. 

The  number  on  the  out-door  relief  list  is  not  large  compared  with  other 
Unions,  being  for  the  week  ending  11th  instant,  5959.  (N). 

There  is  enough  of  intelligence  and  business-like  habits  amongst  the  Guar- 
dians to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  Union  if  they  had  but  the  inclination  and 
could  afford  the  time,  and  I think  if  an  Inspector  were  appointed  as  they  pro- 
pose, it  would  not  be  the  means  of  making  such  a radical  change  as  is  required ; 
the  Guardians  would  retain  and  exercise  all  their  powers  and  patronage  as  at 
present,  attend  but  seldom  to  the  affairs  of  the  Union  or  to  the  management  of 
the  workhouse,  resting  satisfied  that  any  defects  which  might  appear  in  either 
could  be  charged  to  the  responsibility  of  an  officer,  who  so  circumstanced,  would 
have  many  obstacles  to  contend  with  in  correcting  abuses,  and  placing  the  affairs 
ol  the  Union  on  a better  footing. 
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Dear  Sir,  85,  Har court-street,  March  1 1 

I enclose  you  two  letters  received  from  Waterford  on  yesterday. 


1848. 


Allow  me  to  impress  on  you  the  absolute  and  pressing  necessity  of  either  dissolving  the 
Board  or  appointing  an  inspector.  The  jobbing  and  neglect  of  the  relieving  officers,  and  the 
total  inefficiency  of  the  master,  together  with  the  negligence  and  jobbing  of  a portion  of  the 
Guardians,  are  altogether  incredible  if  not  witnessed;  and  ultimately  these  matters  combined, 
are  fast  bringing  the  law  into  disrepute,  and  rendering  it  most  unpopular  with  all  parties.  If 
not  speedily  remedied  by  the  Commissioners,  you  will  find  it  impossible  to  carry  out  the  law 


much  longer  in  that  Union. 


I leave  this  for  London  to-night. 


carry  t 

Faithfully  yours, 

H.  Winston  Barron. 


B. 


My  dear  Sir  Henry,  John's  Hill  Villa , 4 o'clock , p.m.,  March  9,  1848. 

I wrote  enclosed  in  a hurry  at  Board-room,  fearing  I should  be  late  for  post. 

Owen  Carroll,  and  Phelan,  the  mayor,  moved  an  amendment  to  my  resolution  to  apply  for 
one  Inspector  only,  but  affirming  the  principle  that  we  do  require  assistance  by  a resident  In- 
spector. This  was  evidently  done  as  a side-wind  to  try  and  defeat  the  original  motion ; but  it 
was  at  length  decided  that  the  original,  with  the  amended  part,  in  regard  to  one  instead  of  “ one 
or  more,"  should  be  sent  to  the  Commissioners.  A division  for  the  substitution  took  place,  and 
the  amendment  was  carried  by  one  majority.  It  is  therefore  now  in  the  power  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  to  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  and  I hope  ultimately  to  have  the  entire 
management  of  the  concern  under  their  own  officers,  for  we  are  every  day  becoming  worse  in 
regard  to  the  general  state  of  the  establishment.  ° 


For  amendment  to  substitute  '‘one"  for 
“ one  or  more." 


Yours  very  truly, 

G.  Newport. 


Against. 


S.  Phelan, 

O.  Carroll, 
M.  Carrigan, 

P.  A.  Power, 

— Strange, 

— Lambert, 

— Ryan, 

Pat  Power, 

— Kelly, 

W.  Morris. 


W.  Christmas, 

G.  Newport, 

R.  Hayes, 

J.  Bogan, 
Michael  Dobbyn, 
N.  A.  Power, 
George  Meara, 
Dr.  Mackesy, 
Mr.  Coghlan. 


The  clerk  then  received  instructions  to  send  the  original  motion  with  the  amendment not  a 

very  usual  way  of  doing  business ; but  such  has  been  the  case ; and  in  such  way  the  Commis- 
sioners must  see  that  the  principle  of  having  assistance  has  been  reluctantly  affirmed  by  the 
party  who  would  prefer  matters  to  remain  as  they  are.  Mr.  Morris,  the  chairman,  has  this 
day  resigned,  and  who  they  are  to  get  to  act  in  his  place  is  a puzzle. 

I think  you  had  better  see  Mr.  Twisleton  on  the  subject  ere  you  go  over;  and  you  can  show 
him  that  all  the  landed  interest  are  in  favour  of  some  decided  step  being  taken. 


C. 

The  following  notice  of  motion  by  Captain  Newport  is  for  discussion  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians  on  Thursday,  the  9th  of  March  instant : — 

“That  although  the  Guardians  of  the  Waterford  Union  do  not  desire  to  shrink  from  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties  to  the  utmost  in  their  power,  yet  from  experience  they  cannot  avoid 
expressing  their  opinion  that  the  general  superintendence  of  this  establishment,  with  its  intended 
auxiliaries,  as  well  as  the  general  administration  of  the  Poor  Law,  requires  a much  more 
vigilant  and  constant  daily  inspection  than  the  Board  of  Guardians  can  conveniently  or  satis- 
factorily give. 

They  therefore  resolve  that  the  Poor  Law,  as  regards  the  interests  of  all  concerned,  and 
without  seeking  the  dissolution  of  the  constitutional  formation  of  Board  of  Guardians,  would  be 
more  efficiently,  economically,  and  satisfactorily  administered  by  the  assistance  of  one  or  more 
resident  Inspectors  or  paid  Guardians,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  this  declaration  for  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Commissioners  for  administering  Relief  to  the  Poor  in  Ireland.” 

By  order, 

John  P.  Heney, 

Board-room,  March  2,  1848.  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


Waterford  Union. 
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My  dear  Sir  Henry, 

Annexed  is  the  circular  for  ray  motion  this  day : — 

Two  o'clocJt — Board-room. 

An  amendment  was  adopted  that  the  application  to  the  Commissioners  should  be  for  the 
appointment  of  one  Inspector,  to  be  paid  by  the  Consolidated  Fund. 

It  was  then  arranged  that  the  original  resolution,  with  the  amendment,  should  be  sent  up  to 
the  Commissioners ; therefore  it  is  quite  in  their  power  to  take  very  decided  steps  towards 
placing  this  Union  under  their  more  immediate  control. 

Yours  truly, 

G.  Newport. 


D. 

Thursday,  March  16,  184S. 

Mr.  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  having  on  Tuesday  last  inspected  the  workhouse 
and  the  two  additional  wards  in  connexion  with  it,  has  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Guar- 
dians to  the  over-crowded  state  of  the  day-rooms.  In  a shed  in  the  men’s  yard,  there  was 
scarcely  more  than  standing  room  for  the  men  and  boys  in  it,  and  it  would  be  most  desirable 
for  their  health’s  sake,  if  instead  of  being  allowed  to  remain  in  such  a fetid  atmosphere,  these 
people  were  employed  in  the  open  air  at  some  work  on  the  grounds,  however  useless  it  might 
be.  Several  of  the  male  inmates  had  on  their  own  filthy  clothes,  the  master  stating  that  he 
has  not  a sufficient  supply  of  house  clothing;  from  this  cause,  and  from  the  over-crowding  of 
the  day-rooms,  it  is  not  unlikely,  as  experience  has  proved,  that  disease  will  be  generated  to 
some  extent. 

The  alterations  of  Grady’s  store,  which  are  now  going  on  for  nearly  three  months,  might 
reasonably  be  expected  to  be  done  in  as  many  weeks,  but  the  work  still  lingers  on  ; if  the  alter- 
ations in  this  store  were  completed,  there  would  be  ample  day-room  accommodation. 

There  is  a system  being  pursued  of  having  work  done  by  tradesmen  at  day’s  wages,  which  is 
objectionable,  besides  being  contrary  to  the  Poor  Law  Act.  The  master  at  present  has  car- 
penters at  work  making  80  bedsteads  for  the  new  hospital ; the  regulations  for  contracts  provide 
that  every  contract  should  be  procured  by  tenders  duly  advertised  for ; the  system  of  day’s 
work  is  open  to  many  objections,  and  is  but  justice  to  the  tradesmen  of  the  Union  to  give  all 
an  opportunity  of  offering  for  goods  or  work  required  for  the  workhouse,  besides  by  tenders,  it 
is  done  For  a defined  sum,  when  by  purchasing  materials  and  paying  for  day’s  work  it  is  found 
very  difficult  in  coming  at  the  real  cost ; in  the  same  way  tradesmen  are  employed  by  the  master 
repairing  Grady’s  store.  The  master  of  a workhouse  has  quite  enough  to  attend  to  without 
adding  to  his  duties  the  superintending  of  tradesmen. 

Two  of  the  dormitories  in  the  workhouse  are  still  occupied  by  the  sick,  but  as  the  new  hospital 
will  be  finished  in  a few  days,  this  irregularity,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  discontinued. 

It  is  a matter  of  regret.,  and  one  which  the  Guardians  should  endeavour  to  remedy,  to  see 
the  number  of  young  men  and  boys  unemployed ; the  workhouse  has  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
other  respects,  ceased  to  be  a test : the  male  paupers  seem  to  be  under  no  restraint  as  to  going 
in  and  out  of  the  workhouse,  as  they  are  to  be  met  with  in  all  directions  through  the  town. 

The  workhouse  was  not  as  clean  as  it  should  be.  Grady’s  store  was  in  neat  order,  and 
the  wardmaster  there  appeal's  to  be  an  efficient  officer.  White’s  store  was  very  dirty. 

Mr.  Burke  has  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  late  Collector  Phelan’s 
defalcation  of  nearly  500/.,  which  as  yet  remains  a debt  to  the  Union,  although  nearly  12  months 
have  elapsed  since  this  defalcation  was  ascertained. 


E.  1. 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  Board  of  Guardians,  on  Thursday, 
March  16,  1848. 

Medical  Officer's  Report. 

. „ ■^R‘  Elliott,  one  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  workhouse,  reports  that  the  broth  pro- 

vided tor  the  inmates  has  been  so  bad  as  to  prove  actually  pernicious  to  many  of  those  who 
partook  of  it,  specially  to  the  children,  so  that  he  and  Dr.  Burkett  have  been  obliged  to  inter- 
dict its  use.  The  bread  is  also  of  very  inferior  quality,  and  very  frequently  disagrees  with  those 
who  use  it.  Dr.  Elliott  also  reports  that  much  fatal  illness  is  caused  among  the  female  children 
by  want  of  clothes  and  shoes,  as  well  as  by  over-crowding. 

March  6,  1848.  (Sisned)  John  Ell.ott,  A.M.,  M.B. 

Moved  by  Counsellor  Hayes,  seconded  by  D.  Holden,— >' That  the  report  be  adopted  and 
entered  on  the  minutes.  1 

Passed. 

John  P.  Heney,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


685 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

E.  2.  Waterford  Union. 

The  bread  contract  commenced  the  18th  of  February  for  three  months,  at  the  rate  of 
6d.  the  four  pound  loaf. 

John  P.  Heney,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 

March  18,  1848. 


F. 

Return  of  the  Amount  of  each  Collector’s  Warrant,  the  Amount  of  Rate  collected,  and  the 
Amount  uncollected  on  the  16th  of  March,  1848,  of  the  Rate  made  in  July,  August,  and 
September,  1847. 


Collectors. 

Amount  of  Warrant. 

Amount  Collected. 

Remaining 

Uncollected. 

Collected. 

James  Cosgrave  . 

£.  s.  d. 
7,308  12  4 

£.  s.  d. 
5,130  14  10 

£.  5.  d. 

2,177  17  6 

£ 

Samuel  Jones  .... 

2,320  6 2} 

2,088  0 5 

232  5 9f 

At 

Stephen  Gamble  . 

1,932  5 6^ 

1,756  7 2 

175  18  4i 

■H 

John  M‘ Don  aid  . 

1,481  5 3 

1,031  12  5 

449  12  10 

Michael  Fitzpatrick  . 

1,176  10  If 

891  10  0 

285  0 If 

£ 

Total  .... 

14,218  19  5 

10,898  4 10 

3,320  14  7 

John  P.  Hemet,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


G. 


Return  of  Names,  &c.,  of  100  of  the  highest  Rate-payers  who  have  not  yet  paid  their  respective 
Rates  in  the  Waterford  Electoral  Division. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

13. 

Ben.  Doyle,  Cathedral- 

702.  W.  Power 

8 

15 

9 

square  . . . 

4 

4 

0 

41.  R.  Grady  (relieving  officer) 

8 

10 

0 

146. 

Thomas  R.  Cherry,  Johns- 

51. J.  Fitzgerald  . 

8 

3 

3 

town  .... 

33 

8 

2 

718.  R.  Lawless  . 

3 

12 

0 

185. 

J araes  Millar,  Ballytruckle 

11 

5 

4 

729.  Catherine  Doyle 

5 

14 

11 

264. 

Repres.  of  Hanna  Palmer 

11 

3 

11 

621.  R.  E.  Pope  . 

15 

17 

1 

295. 

Repres.  of  W.  Sutton 

4 

2 

0 

756.  Wm.  Hennebevy 

10 

0 

0 

590. 

John  Strangman,  New- 

757. Bartholomew  Shea  . 

9 

12 

0 

town  . . 

4 

7 

0 

758.  John  Moran  . 

5 

4 

0 

726. 

House  in  Mall-lane 

3 

19 

4 

763.  Repres.  of  R.  Pope  . 

13 

0 

0 

72 7. 

Repres.  of  E.  Rice  . 

10 

14 

0 

422.  J.  Campion  '. 

11 

4 

0 

596. 

John  Ringwood,  Newtown 

3 

18 

6 

11.  J.  Butler  . . . 

3 

13 

0 

739. 

Moses  Robinson,  Bolton- 

146.  E.  Power  . . 

3 

0 

0 

street  . ' 

12  18 

0 

157.  J.  Doyle  ' . 

6 

0 

0 

772. 

Wm.  Hearne,  Catherine- 

158.  M.  Murphy  . 

5 

12 

0 

street  .... 

9 

5 

11 

167.  Warehouse,  Quay  . 

3 15 

10 

933. 

Repres.  of  W.  Hart 

5 

13 

11 

176.  James  Morrison 

5 

0 

0 

626. 

Waterford  Corporation 

39 

4 

7 

' 238.  J.  Milling  . 

3 

0 

0 

1065. 

Mary  Magrath,  Bally- 

239. J.  M'Kenzie  . 

3 

12 

0 

truckle 

5 

0 

10 

200.  A.  Markey 

5 

8 

1 

742. 

R.  Henderson,  Bolton- 

271.  P.  M‘Laren  . 

3 

0 

0 

street  .... 

8 

7 

6 

288.  Jerm.  Ennett  . 

7 

0 

6 

793. 

Wall  and  Hardy 

10  12 

0 

309.  P.  Ennett 

3 

4 

6 

1094. 

M.  Flahavan  . 

13 

2 

11 

189.  Mary  Wall  . 

11 

9 

11 

1092. 

J.  Breen  .... 

4 12 

7 

678.  J.  Magrath 

12 

0 

0 

1102. 

Patrick  Hearne 

3 17 

0 

683.  M.  Ryan 

14 

14 

7 

1123. 

Matthew  Power 

4 10 

3 

685.  E.  Brennan 

7 

18 

4 

86. 

Francis  Lyons 

4 

7 

0 

687.  W.  Magrath  . 

8 

12 

0 

20. 

P.  Hayes 

2 

18 

0 

701.  J.  N.  Power  . 

11 

0 

0 

198. 

W.  Quinn  . . 

5 

9 

4 

7 05.  James  Phelan  . • 

4 

0 

0 

141. 

T.  Morgan 

4 15 

0 

706.  Thomas  Power 

4 

10 

0 

174. 

A.  Gordon 

3 

3 

4 

708.  James  Moran  . 

3 

7 

0 

525. 

E.  Maher 

3 

4 

0 

727.  W.  Power  . • . 

11 

10 

0 

412. 

E.  Maher' 

3 

18 

0 

771.  T.  Kent . ... 

6 

8 

0 

188. 

J.  Killilea 

11 

2 

0 

528.  R.  Kehoe 

4 

12 

0 

532. 

R.  Curtis 

15 

1 

2 

534.  E.  Lynch 

4 

2 

0 

538. 

R.  Fleming  . 

8 14 

8 

697.  J.  Carroll  . . . . 

5 

18 

0 

23. 

W.  'Phelan 

5 

4 

0 

187.  R.  Brennan 

4 

3 

5 

531. 

W.  Dobbyn  . 

7 

8 

8 

743.  R.  Fennelly  . • 

4 16 

0 

697. 

D.  Keeffe 

9 

4 

0 

968.  Thomas  Wyse 

57 

13 

0 

706. 

Thomas  Phelan 

36 

15 

0 

1735.  D.  Whelan  . 

3 

8 

0 

708. 

F.  Wyse .... 

8 10 

0 

1736.  E.  Hally 

10 

14 

0 

687. 

P.  Hayes 

11 

2 

9 

1743.  J.  Delany  . 

5 

16 

0 

4 T 
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£. 

s- 

d. 

£. 

d 

1758.  P.  Fitzpatrick. 

. 8 

14 

0 

1733.  M.  Sheehan 

. 4 10 

0 

1765.  P.  Brien 

. 6 

19 

0 

1742.  R.  Whittel 

. 11  11 

2 

1768.  M.  Hackett 

. 7 

0 

0 

811.  W.  Waters 

. 4 15 

4 

1772.  M.  Magrath  . 

. 6 

8 

6 

603.  G.  Adams 

. 2 4 

0 

1784.  B.  Mulcahy  . 

. 5 17 

0 

631.  J.  Sparrow 

. 2 12 

0 

485.  A.  Walsh 

. 29 

3 

3 

642.  M.  O’Brien 

. 2 4 

0 

257.  T.  Whelan  . 

. 11 

7 

2 

654.  E.  Hobson 

. 2 16 

0 

1249.  T.  Lynch 

. 9 

15 

2 

687.  !’■  Power 

. 3 0 

0 

918.  E.  Dignam 

. 5 

6 

0 

726.  Warehouse 

. 3 19 

4 

54.  W.  Morris 

. 8 

19 

4 

— 

— 

1666.  T.  Clarke 

. 6 

5 

0 

Total  due  by  100  persons  on 

1728.  R.  Hearne 

. 8 

8 

0 

premises  rated 

. £845  10 

1 

James  Cosgrave 

Collector  of  Rate. 

March  19,  1848. 

John  P.  Heney, 

Clerk  of  the  Union. 

The  warrant  in  which  the  foregoing  sums  are  included  bears  date  22nd  July,  1847. 


H. 

£.  s.  d. 

Amount  of  liabilities  on  the  18th  of  March,  1848, 
as  near  as  could  be  ascertained  . . . 1640  0 0 

Amount  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  on  the 

16th  of  March,  1848  ....  106  15  10 

Weekly  expenditure  in  workhouse  (average)  . 160  0 0 

Weekly  expenditure  in  out-door  relief  on  the  11th 

of  March,  1848,  which  is  weekly  increasing  . 136  16  1 

£296  16  1 

John  P.  Heney,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 

I. 


Return  of  Attendance  of  Guardians  from  26th  March,  1847,  to  16th  March,  1848. 
(There  were  78  meetings  during  this  pei'iod.) 


Ex-  Officio 

Guardians. 

William  Morris,  chairman  . 

49 

Hon.  R.  S.  Carew 

5 

Thomas  L.  Mackesy 

43 

Maurice  Ronayne 

4 

Thomas  Meagher,  M.P.  . 

36 

Thomas  CaTew  . . 

3 

George  Wyse  . 

22 

George  Meara 

3 

Roger  Hayes  . . . 

20 

Sir  Robert  Paul 

3 

Sir  Benjamin  Morris  Wall  . 

21 

Richard  Duckett 

2 

Sir  H.  W.  Barron,  M.P.  . 

18 

Major  Snow 

2 

John  D.  Coghlan 

15 

Lord  Carew 

2 

Shapland  C.  Morris  . 

12 

Nicholas  Power 

1 

Michael  Dobbyn 

9 

James  Keating 

1 

John  H.  Jones 

9 

James  Galway 

1 

William  Christmas  . 

8 

James  Barron 

1 

Daniel  Osborne 

8 

The  Earl  of  Huntingdon! 

Samuel  King  . 

8 

John  Power  O’Shea  j 

■NT 

T.  D.  Sherlock 

8 

John  Harris  r 

JNo 

Major  Whitney 

6 

Earl  Fortescue  ■ a«»naanC=. 

Nicholas  A.  Power  . 

5 

Joseph  Hayden  ' ' J 

Elected  Guardians. 

John  E.  Feehan 

38 

William  Kearney  (dead)  . 

18 

Simon  Newport 

37 

Lewis  Jones  Lambert 

18 

John  Bogan 

34 

Richard  Asper 

15 

Patrick  Carrigan 

32 

Thomas  F.  Strange  . 

15 

John  Hackett  (dead) 

30 

David  Holden 

13 

P.  A.  Power  . . . 

27 

Arthur  Dillon 

13 

Silvester  Phelan 

26 

John  J.  Aylward' 

12 

Thomas  Ryan  . 

25 

J ohn  Kelly  . ' 

12 

William  Kelly 

22 

Owen  Carroll  . 

7 

Richard  Walsh 

21 

Michael  Dooly . 

7 

James  Delahunty 

20 

William  Hearn  (resigned)  . 

6 

Thomas  Gamble 

19 

Benjamin  Finnucane 

5 

Walter  Cummins  (dead)  . 

19 

Thomas  Dillon  ' . ' ' . 

5 

Patrick  Power 

18 

Paul  Heaney  (never  attended). 

John  P.  Heney,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 
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12. 


Meetings  of  Guardians,  Number  of  Attendances,  &c.,  from  the  25th  of  March,  1847. 
to  the  17th  March,  1848. 


Date  of 
Meetings. 

Number  of  j 
Guardians. 

Observations. 

1847 

April  1 

9 

Each  child  under  two  years  to  get  J lb.  meat  made  into  broth.  Appointment  of 

8 

11 

the  several  committees  for  the  year. 

Resolution  to  declare  a rate.  Notice  to  collectors  to  give  a satisfactory  account 

15 

19 

of  the  state  of  the  collection. 

Notice  for  dismissal  of  county  of  Waterford  rate  collector,  unless  a satisfactory 

22 

8 

account  be  given.  Same,  as  to  the  city  of  Waterford  and  county  Kilkenny 
collectors.  Appointment  of  an  assistant  master,  at  a salary  of  2s.  6 d. 
a-week. 

Resolution  to  co-operate  with  the  corporation  to  establish  public  baths  and  wash- 

29 

13 

houses. 

Previous  to  new  rate  being  struck  to  have  valuation  carefully  revised.  Resolution 

May  6 
13 

to  bring  into  operation  9 and  10  Viet.,  for  the  prevention  of  fever. 

7 

Request  to  treasurer  to  advance  a loan  of  1000/.  Resolution  that  county  Water- 

20 

16 

ford  collector  may  engage  assistants  to  enforce  payment  of  rate. 

Treasurer  agrees  to  advance  the  loan  of  1000/.,  at  5 per  cent,  interest.  Agreed 

27 

12 

that  a rate  of  2s.  in  the  pound  on  the  Waterford  electoral  division,  and  la.  on 
rural  divisions,  be  made.  J.  Morrisey  appointed  as  wardmastes,  at  a salary 
of  10/.  a-year. 

Collectors  ordered  to  close  accounts  forthwith. 

June  3 

14 

10  j 

12 

Clerk  directed  to  write  to  Mr.  Phelan’s  sureties  to  pay  up  the  deficiency  in  the 

17 

11 

collection  of  the  rate. 

24  | 

8 

Apothecary’s  salary  increased  from  30/.  to  50/.  during  the  pressure. 

July  1 

9 

County  Waterford  rate  collector  dismissed. 

8 

29 

Sir  Benjamin  Morris  Wall  resigned  the  chairmanship  of  the  Board. — Vote  of 

15 

6 

thanks  to  him.  The  county  of  Waterford  divisions  of  the  Union  divided  into 
two  districts  ; Samuel  Jones  appointed  for  No.  1 district,  and  Stephen  Gamble 
for  No.  2.  William  Morris,  esq.  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Board;  J. 
Hackett,  vice-chairman;  Owen  Carroll,  esq.  (mayor),  deputy  vice-chairman. 
Four  of  the  county  of  Waterford  rate  books  signed.  Resolution  to  build  addition 

22 

26 

to  hospital. 

Solicitor  of  the  Board  directed  to  take  proceedings  against  Mr.  Phelan’s  sure- 

29 

9 

Notice  to  raise  the  medical  officers’  salaries  from  40/.  to  50/. 

Aug.  5 

41 

The  rate  books  of  sixteen  electoral  divisions  were  signed.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  ap- 

12 

14 

pointed  poor-rate  collector  for  five  divisions  of  the  Kilkenny  portion  of  the 
Union.  W.  Hearae,  J.  Murphy,  M.  Gorman,  M.  Power,  M.  Blunden,  and 
W.  Holden,  appointed  relieving  officers. 

Medical  officers’  salaries  raised  from  40/.  to  50/.  a-year. 

19 

14 

W.  Holden  incompetent  as  a relieving  officer.  M.  Blunden  unduly  elected. 

26 

26 

J ohn  Carr  and  John  Lynagh  appointed  relieving  officers. 

Sept.  2 

14 

The  rate  books  of  four  divisions  signed. 

9 

20 

The  Rev.  D.  Keoan  appointed  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  ; salary,  60/.  per 

16 

32 

annum. 

Medical  officer’s Teport ; 1200  paupers  can  besafelv  accommodated  in  the  house; 

23 

23 

6 d.  to  be  paid  committee  of  new  cemetery  for  interment  of  each  pauper.  E. 
Walsh  appointed  a relieving  officer. 

Committee  recommend  the  taking  of  the  Presentation  convent  as  a house  for 

30 

26 

additional  accommodation  for  paupers. 

Hour  of  meeting  of  the  Board  altered  from  12  to  11  o’clock.*  Dietary  increased 

Oct.  7 

18 

to  children  between  5 and  15  years. 

Letter  from  superioress  of  convent,  agreeing  to  let  it  for  1 39  years,  at  a rent  of 

14 

15 

SO/,  per  annum. 

21 

14 

28 

22 

Nov.  4 

9 

11 

10 

The  clerk  reported  the  two  months  granted  Mr.  Waddy  for  payment  of  Mr. 

Phelan’s  deficiency  had  expired- 

25 

11 

Resolved  that  a sanitary  committee  be  appointed. 

26 

6 

Sixty  inmates  of  the  workhouse  discharged  on  out-door  relief. 

Dec.  2 

13 

Mr.  White’s  maltbouse  taken  for  additional  accommodation  of  paupers. 

6 

6 

Fifteen  inmates  discharged  on  outdoor  relief. 

9 

10 

Eighty  inmates  discharged  from  workhouse,  and  sent  to  other  Unions. 

16 

13 

20 

8 

22 

6 

4 T 2 

Waterford  Union. 
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Meetings  of  Guardians,  Number  of  Attendances,  &c. — continued. 


Date  of  Number  of 
Meetings.  Guardians. 


Observations. 


1847 
Dec.  23 


7 Mr.  Clarke’s  store  taken  at  lZ.  per  week  for  pauper  accommodation.  Assistant 
master’s  salary  Taised  from  2s.  6 d.  to  5s.  per  week.  Hour  of  meeting  again 
changed  from  12  to  11  o’clock. 


24 

27 

30 


7 

8 Mr.  Clarke’s  store  deemed  unsuitable.  Grady’s  store  taken  at  GOZ.  for  one  year. 
28  Notice  of  motiou  to  have  paid  Guardians  withdrawn  by  Captain  Newport. 


31 
1848 
Jan.  6 

13 

14 
14 

19 

20 
21 
24 
26 
27 


9 

15 

37 

8 

7 

7 

18 

5 

6 
4 

15 


28 

31 

Feb.  2 

3 

4 
7 
9 

10 

11 

14 

16 

17 

22 

23 

24 


3 

4 

5 
21 

3 

5 

3 

12 

3 

3 

4 
14 

3 

3 

18 


March  2 7 

3 3 

6 3 

9 20 

16  10 

17  1 


Relieving  officer  appointed  for  Waterford  without  the  usual  notice. 

Mr.  Lloyd’s  inquiry  relative  to  out-door  relief. 

To  hear  and  dispose  of  applications  for  relief. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Medical  officer’s  report  on  workhouse  accommodation. 

To  hear  and  dispose  of  applications  for  relief. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Notice  of  motion  to  appoint  additional  relieving  officer  for  Waterford  electoral 
division. 

For  admission  of  paupers,  and  dispensing  out-door  relief. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Relieving  officer  for  Waterford  appointed. 

For  admission  of  paupers,  and  dispensing  out-door  relief. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Report  of  Kilmacthomas  Fever  Hospital  Committee. 

For  admission  of  paupers,  and  dispensing  out-door  relief. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Mr.  Burke’s  report  on  inspection  of  workhouse. 

For  admission  of  paupers,  and  dispensing  out-door  relief. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Captain  Newport  renewed  his  notice  of  motion  relative  to  paid  Guardians.  Re- 
lieving officer  appointed. 

Election  of  porter  postponed. 

For  admission  of  paupers,  and  dispensing  out-door  relief. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Porter  appointed  for  Grady’s  store. 

Mr.  Burke,  Inspector,  reported  on  the  state  of  the  workhouse. 

Roger  Hayes. 


John  P.  Hkney,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


K 1. 

Board-room , March  17,  1848. 

My  dear  Burke, — I wish  you  could  spare  a few  minutes  to  walk  up  here  to  witness  with 
your  own  eyes  the  effects  of  no  attendance,  and  the  house  surrounded  with  poor  objects  shiver- 
ing in  the  cold. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Joseph  Burke,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Spc.,  Spc.,  Roger  Hayes. 

Commercial  Hotel. 


K 2. 


Two  o'clock,  Friday,  March  17,  1848. 

My  dear  Hayes,  I am  so  occupied  that  I cannot  find  time  to  go  out  to-day,  but  although 
not  strictly  legal,  you  should,  assisted  by  the  relieving  officer,  decide  on  the  application  of  the 
poor,  who  should  not.  be  allowed  to  go  away  unrelieved. 


Roger  Hayes,  Esq.,  fyc.,  fyc.,  Spc. 


Faithfully  yours, 

Joseph  Burke. 


K 3. 

March  18,  1848. 

My  dear  Burke, — What  a job  you  assigned  to  me  yesterday, — had  to  sit  alone  until  11 
o’clock  last  night — 600  persons  relieved. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Joseph  Burke,  Esq.,  Spc.,  8fc.,  8fc.  R.  Hayes, 
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Return  showing  the  total  number  of  Entries  in  the  Visiting  Committee  Book  of  the  Work- 
house,  and  the  Names  of  the  Guardians  by  whom  made,  for  the  year  ending  March  25 
1848. 

Date.  Names  of  Guardians. 

1847. 

April  5 
April  15 
June  2 
July  2 

September  24 
November  8 
November  17 

1848. 

January  13 
January  20 
February  5 

John  P.  Heney,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


. . J.  E.  Feehan. 

. . J.  Hackett. 

. . J.  Hackett  and  J.  E.  Feehan. 

. . S.  Newport. 

. . S.  Newport. 

. . R.  Hayes. 

. . S.  Newport. 

Roger  Hayes. 

. . S.  Newport. 

. . S.  Newport. 


M. 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  on  Thursday, 
March  9,  1848. 

Moved  by  Captain  Newport,  seconded  by  Mr.  Christmas — 

“ That  although  the  Guardians  of  the  Waterford  Union  do  not  desire  to  shrink  from  the 
performance  of  their  duties  to  the  utmost  in  their  power,  yet  from  experience  they  cannot  avoid 
expressing  their  opinion  that  the  general  superintendence  of  this  establishment,  with  its 
intended  auxiliaries,  as  well  as  the  general  administration  of  the  Poor  Law,  requires  a much 
more  vigilant  and  constant  daily  inspection  than  the  Board  of  Guardians  can  conveniently  or 
satisfactorily  give. 

“ They  therefore  resolve  that  the  Poor  Law,  as  regards  the  interests  of  all  concerned,  and 
without  seeking  the  dissolution  of  the  constitutional  formation  of  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
would  be  more  efficiently,  economically,  and  satisfactorily  administered  by  the  assistance  of 
resident  Inspectors,  or  paid  Guardians,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  this  declaration  for  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Commissioners  for  administering  Relief  to  the  Poor  in  Ireland.” 

The  following  amendment  was  moved  by  Alderman  Carroll,  seconded  by  the  Mayor — 

" That  only  one  Inspector  be  appointed,  and  that  he  should  be  paid  out  of  the  consolidated 
fund.” 

The  amendment  was  put  from  the  chair,  a division  took  place,  and  the  amendment  carried. 
The  numbers  of  the  Guardians  present  and  voting  were — 

For  the  amendment  . . . 10 

Against  it  ....  9 

John  P.  Heney,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


N. 

Number  on  out-door  relief  for  week  ended  11th  March 


March  18,  1848. 
5959. 


John  P.  Heney,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


O. 

‘ Board  of  Guardians — Thursday. 

On  this  day  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  took  place ; Wm.  Morris,  Esq.,  J.P., 
in  the  chair. 

Present  — Counsellor  Dobbyn,  L.  J.  Lambert,  P.  Carrigan,  Captain  Newport,  John 
Coghlan,  P.  Power,  Mr.  E.  O’Meara,  Owen  Carroll,  John  J.  Aylward,  P.  A.  Power,  his 
worship  the  Mayor,  John  Kelly,  J.  Ryau,  N.  A.  Power,  Belview,  W.  Christmas,  John  Bogan, 
Roger  Hayes,  J.  Rivers,  T.  F.  Strange. 

The  clerk  read  over  the  minutes  of  the  last  day’s  meeting. 

Captain  Newport  inquired  how  much  the  out-door  relief  for  the  past  week  was. 

The  clerk  answered,  859 1.  Os.  2 d.  for  14  weeks.  It  is  over  one  penny  in  the  pound  on  the 
whole  Union.  _ - 

Mr.  Lambert  said,  he  heard  that  persons  possessed  of  substantial  farms  were  in  receipt  of 
out-door  relief. 
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Captain  Newport  and  several  Guardians  said,  very  many  persons  who  were  in  receipt  of  out- 
door relief  afterwards  begged  about  the  country. 

Mr.  Grady,  the  relieving  officer,  said  he  thought  it  necessary  to  attend  the  Board,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  extreme  destitution  that  was  now  prevailing.  He  found  it  quite  impossible  to 
attend  to  all  the  cases  which  came  before  him ; he  knew  it  to  be  as  frequent  for  families  to  be 
24  hours  without  a particle  of  food  as  it  was  for  him  to  eat  three  times.  The  poor  people  had 
sold  out-  clothes  and  furniture,  aud  the  applicants  were  daily,  even  hourly,  increasing  on  his 
books.  He  thought  three  relieving  officers  would  be  required  to  take  cognizance  of  the  distress 
in  his  district.. 

Counsellor  Dobbyn  thought  the  poor  people  belonging  to  Waterford  ought  to  get  the 
preference. 

Captain  Newport  said  it  would  be  of  the  greatest  possible  importance  if  the  Corporation 
would  employ  some  of  the  able-bodied  paupers  in  draining  Lombard’s  Marsh. 

His  worship  the  Mayor  said  the  Harbour  Commissioners  were  obliged  to  keep  their  dredge 
boat  idle  at  the  quay  for  want  of  funds. 

Mr.  P.  A.  Power  said  the  Corporation  was  limite4  to  20?.  per  week  in  their  labour  outlay, 
and  they  were  actually  exceeding  it. 

Captain  Newport  did  not  intend  to  find  any  fault  with  the  management  of  the  Corporation, 
but  he  thought  if  an  application  were  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  under  whose  surveillance 
the  accounts  of  the  Corporation  were,  they  might  consent  to  have  the  outlay  of  the  Corporation 
increased. 

The  election  of  porter  was  then  proceeded  with,  and  no  less  than  12  persons  presented  them- 
selves for  the  office. 

On  the  Chairman  calling  for  Captain  Newport’s  notice  of  motion,  and  which  having  been 
read  by  the  clerk. 

Captain  Newport  said  he  felt  it  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  several  grounds  upon  which  he 
had  on  former  occasions  advocated  the  necessity  of  applying  to  the  Commissioners  to  appoint 
paid  Inspectors  to  administer  the  Poor  Law  in  this  Union.  He  had  so  far  altered  the  terms 
of  his  original  motion  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  present  constitutional  frame  of  tho  Board  of 
Guardians,  but  simply  to  ask  for  the  assistance  of  one  or  more  Inspectors,  who  would  be 
responsible  to  the  Government  for  the  due  and  equitable  administration  of  the  law  as  regards 
the  interests  of  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rate-payer.  There  were  now  2S  or  30  Unions  under 
paid  Vice-Guardians,  and  a letter  he  had  received  from  a large  landed  proprietor  in  the  Union 
of  Kanturk  (which  had  been  in  a great  state  of  disorder)  mentions  that  Mr.  Briscoe,  the  Vice- 
Guardian,  had  brought  it  to  a very  satisfactory  state  of  discipline,  and  that  the  expenditure 
had  been  considerably  checked.  He  would  not  trespass  further  on  the  time  of  the  Board,  as 
he  felt  sure  every  Guardian  had  duly  considered  the  question,  and  he  did  not  anticipate  any 
decided  objection  or  opposition  to  the  motion  which  he  now  begged  leave  to  move  for  adoption. 

Mr.  Christmas  said,  that  although  on  a former  occasion  he  expressed  an  unwillingness  to 
resign  the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  into  other  hands,  as  regards  the  taxation  of  the 
Union;  still  he  was  free  to  say,  that  on  the  fullest  consideration  of  the  subject,  he  was  not 
adverse  to  the  motion  in  its  present  form,  which  he  thought  not  only  unobjectionable,  but 
advisable  ; and  would,  therefore,  second  the  motion. 

Counsellor  Dobbyn  said  that  every  day’s  experience  convinced  him  more  and  more  of  the 
necessity  of  having  responsible  paid  officers  ; in  fact,  the  law  would  not  be  rightly  administered 
without  them.  He  should  therefore  support  the  motion. 

Counsellor  Hayes  said  that  not  only  the  various  contracts,  but  especially  the  quality  of  the 
tood  supplied,  required  a much  closer  attention  than  had  latterly  been  given  He  had 
understood  from  undoubted  authority  that  the  children  were  dying  fast  of  dysentery,  from  the 
Guardians1116  deSCnptl°a  °f  food  =iven  them-  He  saw  evei7  necessity  for  Inspectors  as  Vice- 


Mr.  Aylward  deprecated  the  idea  of  stultifying  the  Board  of  Guardians  by  applying  for 
Inspectors  to  assist  them,  and  to  look  to  the  Fanning  Institution  for  an  example.  He  would 
oppose  the  motion.  r 


Mr.  Strange  said  he  thought  enough  had  been  proved  to  show  the  necessity  of  adopting  the 
principle  of  the  resolution,  and  would  therefore  vote  for  it. 

Dr.  Mackesy  felt  bound  to  declare  that  he  knew  there  were  very  strong  grounds  for  a more 
salts  actor,  system  in  regard  to  the  food,  as  well  as  the  general  management  of  the  establish- 
ment and  though  at  some  inconvenience,  he  remained  thus  long  at  the  Board  to  give  His 
cordial  support  to  the  motion.  b 

„ (M.ay0r)  PlfP08??1’  Mr.  Owen  Carroll  seconded,  to  alter  the  words  from 

TTom  whin1”5?"*”18  °r  Ou“tdlans>  ’ t0  "0,le  Inspector,  to  be  paid  by  consolidated  fund.” 
Upon  wh'eh  a diviston  took  place,  when  the  numbers  and  votes  were  as  follow 
q,!lr.S  » amendment- Aldermen  Man,  Carroll;  Messrs.  Carrigan,  P.  A.  Power, 
Strange,  Lambert,  Ryan,  P.  Power,  Kelly,  William  Morris.  . 

Cdristraas;  EsS-.  George  Meara,  N.  A Power,  M.  Dobbyn, 
Dr  Mackesy,  John  Bogan,  Roger  Hayes,  J.  Coghlan,  S Newport. 

Majority  for  amendment — one.  1 

NfeWPTl  re?l,ied-  that  ?e  resolution,  even  in  this  amended  form,  would  be 

productive  of  good,  as  the  general  principle  had  been  affirmed. 

theComn?ma  reS°lutl0n’  With  amendment>  was  then  ordered  to  be  transmitted  by  the  clerk  to 
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State  of  the  House. 

Waterford  Union. 

Admitted  .... 

70 

— 

Discharged  . . 4 

66 

Died  .... 

24 

In  hospital 

. 177 

In  the  house 

. 2013 

Cash, 

£ . s.  d. 

Mr.  Cosgrave 

120  1 8 

Mr.  Jones  .... 

19  2 2 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  . 

27  13  0 

Mr.  Burke  to  the  Commissioners: — March  20,  1848. 

When  leaving  Waterford  at  12  o’clock  to-day,  I met  the  assistant-master 
of  the  workhouse,  who  informed  me  that  he  was  in  search  of  a Guardian  to 
make  up  a Board,  two  Guardians  only  being  in  attendance,  and  waiting  for  a 
third,  to  enable  them  to  hear  and  decide  on  the  applications  for  relief. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Guardians  : — March  22,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  a resolution  which 
was  passed  by  the  Waterford  Board  of  Guardians,  on  the  9th  instant,  requesting 
the  Commissioners  to  appoint  either  a resident  Inspector  or  paid  Guardians  in 
Waterford  Union ; and  in  connexion  with  that  resolution,  the  Commissioners 
have  likewise  had  under  consideration  a report  from  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Burke, 
on  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  Waterford  Union  by  the  Waterford  Board 
of  Guardians. 

It  appears  to  be  agreed  on  all  hands  that  the  duties  of  the  Waterford  Board 
of  Guardians  are  not  at  present  effectually  discharged  according  to  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts ; and  the  Commissioners,  therefore,  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  advert  either  to  a former  report  of  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Lloyd,  or 
to  the  above-mentioned  report  of  Mr.  Burke,  for  a long  and  detailed  statement 
on  this  subject.  The  only  question  which  admits  of  any  reasonable  doubt  is, 
whether  the  appointment  by  the  Commissioners  of  a resident  Inspector  is  the 
appropriate  remedy  for  the  evils  which  are  admitted  to  exist. 

On  this  head  the  Commissioners  have  to  observe  that  they  are  authorized 
to  appoint  such  an  Inspector  in  those  Unions  only  wherein  a sealed  order 
authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  has  been  found  necessary.  No 
such  order,  however,  has  been  requisite  in  Waterford  Union,  and  the  Com- 
missioners deem  themselves,  therefore,  precluded  from  giving  a favourable 
consideration  to  this  alternative ; more  especially  as  the  Commissioners  are 
otherwise  convinced,  from  the  following  circumstances,  that  its  results  would 
fall  short  of  what  the  exigencies  of  the  Union  demand : — 

From  the  return  of  the  attendance  of  Guardians,  it  appears  that  but  few 
Guardians  attend  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  for  deciding  on  the  applications 
for  relief.  One  of  the  Guardians  stated  to  Mr.  Burke  that  he  had  to  wait  during 
two  hours  on  one  day  last  week  before  he  could  get  two  other  Guardians  to 
form  a Board  ; and  on  the  day  of  writing  his  report,  Mr.  Burke  received  a letter 
from  Mr.  Hayes,  another  Guardian,  stating  that  “there  was  no  attendance,  and 
“ the  house  surrounded  with  poor  objects,  shivering  in  the  cold  !”  Mr.  Burke 
advised  Mr.  Hayes,  that  although  it  might  not  be  strictly  legal,  he  ought, 
assisted  by  the  relieving  officer,  to  hear  and  decide  on  the  applications  for 
relief  ; and  the  Commissioners  perceive  from  a letter  of  Mr.  Hayes,  that  he  sat, 
unassisted  by  any  other  Guardian,  until  11  o’clock,  and  decided  on  cases  which 
included  600  persons. 

It  further  appears  that  there  are  only  ten  entries  in  the  Report  Book  of  the 
Visiting  Committee  during  the  last  year,  and  that  of  these,  seven  have  been 
made  by  Messrs.  Newport  and  Hayes,  who  are  stated  to  be  the  only  Guardians 
who  have  inspected  the  workhouse  since  June  last.  And  the  Commissioners 
are  informed  that  Mr.  Hayes  stated  openly  to  the  Board  on  Thursday  last,  that 
he  had  ceased  to  make  entries  in  the  Report  Book,  because  they  were  never 
attended  to  by  the  Guardians. 
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Waterford  Union. 


Moreover,  it  seems  that  but  few  of  the  ex-officio  Guardians  attend  the  meetings 
of  the  Board,  and  the  management  of  the  Union  has,  in  a great  measure,  devolved 
on  the  Guardians  of  the  City  of  Waterford  Electoral  Division,  many  of  whom, 
however  well  inclined,  cannot  be  expected  to  take  upon  themselves  more  than 
a fair  share  of  the  important  and  onerous  duties  which  ought  to  be  discharged 
at  the  present  time  by  themselves  and  their  colleagues  conjointly. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  the  Commissioners  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  default  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  is  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  the  Commissioners  to  exercise  their  powers 
under  the  18th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act.  They  have,  ac- 
cordingly, decided  to  dissolve  the  Waterford  Board  of  Guardians,  and  they  will 
proceed  with  the  least  possible  delay  to  appoint  paid  Guardians  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  the  Union. 

The  order  dissolving  the  Board  and  staying  further  proceedings  in  the  election 
of  Guardians  will  be  issued  by  the  post  of  to-morrow  night. 
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New  Ross  Union. 


NEW  ROSS  UNION. 

Mr.  Burke  to  the  Commissioners  : Dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians : — 
March  8,  1848. 

I have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  my  report  of  the  21st  ultimo,  relating  to  the  New  Ross  Union,  and  informing 
me  that  you  have  addressed  the  Guardians  on  the  subject  of  the  out-door  relief 
lists,  and  have  forwarded  a copy  of  my  report  to  the  inspector  of  the  Union,  and 
requesting  me  to  inform  you  whether  the  Guardians  have  applied  the  test  of 
labour  to  those  persons  who  have  received  out-door  relief. 

In  reply  I have  to  inform  you,  that  having  this  day  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
Guardians  I inquired  into  the  matter,  and  I found  that  the  labour-test  has  been 
applied  but  in  three  electoral  divisions,  viz. : — The  Rower,  Graigue,  and  Saint 
Mullins.  In  the  electoral  division  of  the  Rower,  owing  to  the  exertion  of  Mr. 
Chapman,  an  ex-officio  Guardian,  the  labour-test  is  applied  pretty  fairly;  but  in 
Graigue  and  Saint  Mullins’  electoral  divisions  I should  say  it  is  not.  In  those 
electoral  divisions  Committees  were  appointed  under  your  order;  and  it  appears 
that  those  Committees  assumed  all  the  functions  of  a Board  of  Guardians,  appointed 
stewards  or  superintendents  of  labour,  contracted  for  meal,  decided  on  the  cases 
of  applicants  for  relief,  and  gave  relief  not  through  the  relieving  officers,  but 
through  the  stewards  or  superintendents  of  labour ; such  cases  not  having,  been 
brought  before  the  Board  of  Guardians  or  initialed  by  the  chairman,  until  done 
on  my  suggestion  at  the  Board  to-day.  Having  examined  the  relieving  officer  on 
the  subject,  I herewith  forward  his  statement  (marked  A).  The  out-door  relief 
accounts  have  not  been  checked  by  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  nor  have  the  relieving 
officers  with  their  sureties  executed  their  bonds  ; and  I should  say  from  the  Board 
of  Guardians  endeavouring  to  do  all  their  business  on  the  one  day  in  the  week, 
instead  of  spreading  it  over  three  or  four  days,  as  I have  recommended  them,  that 
the  out-door  relief  system  has  been  carried  on  in  this  Union  in  any  but  a satis- 
factory manner.  With  reference  to  your  Minute  of  the  3rd  instant,  stating  that 
Mr.  Charles  Tottenham,  of  New  Ross,  called  to  request  that  I would  attend  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the 
master  of  the  workhouse,  who  is  found  to  have  been  charging  rations  for  more 
paupers  than  are  in  the  workhouse  ; and  who  also  stated  that  the  schoolmaster  is 
inefficient,  and  who  has  represented  that  the  principal  proprietors  desire  a paid 
Board;  and  also  to  your  letter  of  the  same  date,  stating  that  Mr.  Tighe,  chairman 
of  the  New  Ross  Union,  had  called  at  the  office  to  state  that  it  was  very  desirable 
that  I should  attend  the  meeting  of  the  New  Ross  Board  to-day,  and  adding  your 
being  desirous  that  I should  attend  accordingly ; I have  to  state,  with  reference  to 
the  charge  against  the  master,  I herewith  forward  the  master’s  statement  (marked 
B).  As  to  the  excuses  there  given  by  him,  I have  to  observe  that  had  the  master 
carried  out  the  regulation  of  having  the  roll  called  daily,  the  charging  of  so  many 
on  the  provision  consumption  account  beyond  the  real  number  in  the  workhouse 
could  not  have  occurred.  You  will  find,  on  reference  to  reports  which  I have 
addressed  to  you,  that  I have  frequently  called  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to 
the  mismanagement  of  the  workhouse,  particularly  to  the  idleness  and  want  of 
discipline  which  prevails  within  it,  and  1 have  also  had  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Guardians  to  the  manner  in  which  the  boys’  school  is  conducted,  but  all  to  no 
purpose.  On  every  occasion  that  I have  brought  before  the  Guardians  matters 
connected  with  the  mismanagement  of  the  workhouse,  and  which  brought  into 
question  the  efficiency  of  the  master,  matron,  and  schoolmaster,  my  reports  were 
met  by  statements  from  Guardians  excusing  those  officers  from  every  irregularity 
that  I may  have  reported  on.  There  is  no  regular  Visiting  Committee ; and  on 
looking  at  the  Visiting  Committee’s  book,  I found  but  five  entries  of  visits  by 
Guardians  in  it  for  the  last  year,  the  latest  visit  being  made  on  the  20th  October 
last.  I have  had  frequent  occasion  to  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
clerk’s  duties  have  been  performed  ; and  in  addition  to  what  I have  stated  as  to 
the  relieving  officers’  books  not  being  regularly  checked,  I have  to  state  that  the 
collector’s  accounts  are  not  regularly  checked  by  him.  Pie  stated  at  the  Board 
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New  Ross  Union,  to-day,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  attend  to  those  important  matters,  although 
an  assistant  to  him  has  been  allowed  by  the  Guardians. 

You  will  see  from  the  return  of  the  attendance  of  Guardians  for  eight  months, 
ending  on  the  29th  February  (marked  C),  that  the  attendance  of  ex-officio 
Guardians,  with  the  exception  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  Tighe,  Mr.  Brehon,  Captain 
Budgeon,  and  Mr.  Tyndall,  averaged  little  more  than  twice  during  that  period, 
that  of  the  elected  Guardians,  the  average  attendance  of  six  was  twenty-four  times, 
and  of  the  remaining  twenty-four  was  but  nine  times. 

On  the  whole  I see  nothing  but  apathy  and  indifference  on  the  part  of  the 
Guardians,  with  hut  a few  exceptions,  to  the  proper  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Union. 

Enclosures.  . 

(A.) 

I beg  to  state  that  there  are  at  present  248  cases  of  able-bocied  persons  with  their  families, 
comprising  904,  who  have  been  getting  relief  in  the  district  of  Graigue  and  St.  Mullins. 

The  Guardians  of  those  districts  entered  into  contracts  for  meal,  and  employed  those  people 
under  overseers  to  manage  the  superintending  of  the  men,  and  the  giving  out  of  the  relief',  such 
relief  being  given  by  the  overseers  without  coming  through  me. 

Patrick  Murphy. 

Relieving  Officer  for  Graigue  and  St.  Mullins'  District. 


(B.) 

In  consequence  of  a greater  number  of  names  appearing  on  the  workhouse  books  than  there 
appeared  to  be  inmates  in  the  house,  when  counted  by  Mr.  Brehon,  one  of  the  Guardians,  the 
master  was  called  on  for  an  explanation  by  the  Board  of  Guardians.  In  compliance  with  this 
call  the  master  most  respectfully  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  explanation : — 

Having  been  ordered  in  the  month  of  November  last  to  take  charge  of  the  two  extensive 
districts  of  Graigue  and  St.  Mullin’s,  as  relieving  officer,  and  obliged  to  act  as  such  for  five  or 
six  weeks,  during  this  period  the  pressure  of  applicants  for  in-door  and  out-door  relief  was 
extreme ; the  Board  of  Guardians  sitting  up  until  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  then 
obliged  to  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  so  that  crowds  were  daily  assembled  about  the  work- 
house  during  those  meetings.  The  admissions  took  place  in  several  parts  of  the  house ; 
several  and  several  admitted  that  never  stopped,  or  if  they  did  stop  they  slipped  away  next 
day  or  the  day  after  with  the  crowd,  there  not  being  a sufficiency  of  clothing  ready  for  such 
an  increased  number.  To  add  to  this  the  whole  house  was  knocked  down  with  influenza  and 
measles,  so  that  several  of  the  dormitories  in  the  body  of  the  house  had  to  be  converted  into 
sick  wards ; together  with  all  this,  there  was  the  speedily  fitting  up  and  preparing  accommo- 
dation for  the  Market  house  wards ; so  that  the  duties,  until  “ some  relaxation  took  place,” 
nearly  wore  the  master  off  his  limbs ; so  that  the  inaccuracies  complained  of  principally 
occurred  in  the  way  above  alluded  to.  As  soon  as  the  master  had  any  relaxation,  he  felt 
uneasy  lest  those  things  might  have  occurred,  and  had  actually  commenced  revising  the  house 
a day  or  two  previous  to  Mr.  Brehon’s  visit ; in  fact  he  was  at  work  the  morning  of  that  day 
with  the  assistant  master,  going  through  each  division,  and  which  he  has  continued  until  he 
went  through  the  whole  Union,  and  made  such  a minute  scrutiny  that  he  can  safely  sav  that 
there  is  not  a name  on  the  books  at  the  present  moment  that  is  not  actually  and  bond  fide  in 
”*e  V.°i;se-  ®"e  merely  s5ates  this  to  show  he  was  not  insensible  of  his  position.  He  hopes 
the  difficulty  of  the  situation  under  such  circumstances  will  be  some  palliation  for  the  inac- 
curacies that  have  occurred. 

. t0  t*le  rations  the  explanation  the  master  has  to  give  is,  that  in  the  article  of  bread,  for 
instance,  though  apparently  rations  are  charged  for  a number  of  the  healthy  greater  than 
what  actually  received  them  the  overplus  was  afterwards  allowed  in  the  charge  for  the  sick, 
u in  “?e  ®r.tic*e  ! i°  fact  the  milk  actually  consumed  was  not  equal  to  what  is  actually 

allowed,  if  it  could  be  got.  One  thing  he  is  certain  of,  and  is  ready  to  verify  the  same,  that 
a pound  ot  bread  has  not  been  issued  as  rations  except  to  those  persons  actually  and  bond  fide 
in  the  house,  as  he  is  almost  invariably  present  in  the  hall  at  meal-time,  and  has  it  so  arranged 
that  it  is  impossible  it  could  occur.  The  arrangement  is  this:  “ sixteen  persons  are  placed 
at  each  table  and  counted  by  the  master two  four-pound  loaves  are  then  laid  on  each  table ; 
the  same  system  is  adopted  at  every  meal.  With  respect  to  the  stirabout  and  milk,  no  bread 
diets  to  the  sick  are  given  except  according  to  the  medical  officer’s  directions.  Every  Saturday 
night  the  provision  store  is  counted,  and  finding  the  exact  number  of  loaves  of  bread  in  store, 
and -knowing  the  number  in  store  the  previous  week,  together  with  the  receipts  of  the  week,  it 
will  show  the  quantity  actually  consumed ; the  master  only  then  placed  to  the  infirmary  sick, 
as  consumption,  the  difference  between  all  other  charges  added  together,  and  the  actual  con- 
sumption as  stated  above;  although  the  infirmary  sick  consume  more  bread  than  appears 
charged  to  them,  so  that  the  overcharge  for  the  healthy  is  deducted  from  the  sick.'  The 
same  system  is  adopted  in  every  article  of  consumption  in  the  house, -except  the  material  for 
the  stirabout ; m that  and  that  only  any  wrong  calculation  could  occur,  and  in  that  even  there 
is  an  increase  of  700  lbs.  of  meal.  - 
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The  master  hopes  the  Committee  will  understand  this  statement ; it  is  long,  but  the  master  New  Ross  Union. 

felt  it  his  duty  to  be  as  clear  as  he  possibly  could,  as  he  stated  nothing  but  what  he  can  vouch  

as  truth ; at  the  same  time  he  does  not  mean  to  say  a cut  of  bread  might  not  be  taken  by 
stealth,  which  might  happen  if  the  numbers  were  the  other  way.  Neglect  there  was  he  must 
admit;  at  the  same  time  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  avoid  mistake.  Known  as  long  as  he 
is  master  of  the  house,  he  will  take  care  such  mistakes  will  never  occur  again.  The  master 
will  not  say  more,  but  leave  himself  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee ; his  only  anxiety  is  that 
nothing  dishonest  or  dishonourable  should  be  attributed  to  him. 

The  master,  in  conclusion,  subscribes  himself,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians, 

Their  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  Terence  J.  Rogers,  Master. 

(c°py-)  m 

Thomas  Barron,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


(C.) 


A Statement  showing  the  attendance  of  each  Guardian  at  the  respective  meetings,  from  the 
1st  of  July,  1847,  to  29th  of  February,  1848. 


Right  Hon.  Win.  F.  Tiglie 
Charles  Tottenham 
John  St.  George  Deane 
R.  C.  Browne  Clayton 
Robert  Tyndall  . 

John  Richards 
Strangman  D.  Goff 
William  M.  Glascott  . 
George  P.  Houghton  . 
Captain  Richards 
Samuel  T.  Harman 
James  Talbot 


Ex-officio  Guardians. 


Times. 

. 10 

. 0 

. 0 

. 0 

. 11 

. 0 

. 4 

. 0 

. 5 

. 4 

. 3 

. 5 


Thomas  Brehon  . 
Edwai’d  Bolger  . 
Pelham  Babington 
Doctor  Howlett  . 
Henry  Lambert  . 
David  Burcheall 
Victor  E.  O’ Farrell 
John  R.  Allen  . 
Captain  R.  Budgeon 
Robert  H.  Langrish 
Lord  Templemore 


22 

2 

0 

2 

1 

1 

6 

0 

16 

1 

1 


Elected  Guardians. 


Times. 


John  Cooney 

. 6 

James  Moore  . . , 

. 7 

James  Shea 

. 11 

Richard  Barron  . 

. 16 

John  Rossiter 

. 22 

Walter  Cadogan 

. 9 

John  Kehoe 

. 17 

Michael  Furlong  . 

. 13 

James  Downes 

. 17 

Timothy  O’Farrell 

. 8 

Edward  O’Farrell 

7 

Thomas  Doyle  . ... 

. 21 

J ohn  Corcoran 

. . 3 

Michael  Breen 

. 11 

Bryan  Fogarty 

. 10 

Henry  Burcheall 

. 3 

John  Kelly 

. 10 

Peter  Dalton 

. 6 

Patrick  Kavanagh 

. 8 

Pierse  F.  Garvey 

. 2 

Edward  M.  Chapman  . 

. 17 

James  Dunphy  . 

. 12 

William  Cotterell 

. 28 

James  Galavan  . 

. 27 

Laurence  Galavan 

. 24 

James  E.  Howlett 

. 20 

Henry  Williams  . 

. 15 

Edmond  Sweetman 

. 3 

William  R.  Hartrick  . 

. 9 

Elliott  Warburton 

. 0 

Mr.  Burke  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  8,  1848. 

The  clerk  of  the  Union  in  reading  the  return  of  destitute  persons  relieved 
out  of  the  workhouse,  and  not  comprised  in  section  1,  on  coining  to  No.  6 district, 
comprising  the  electoral  divisions  of  Graigue  and  Saint  Mullins,  said,  that  although 
the  number  stated  in  that  return  as — 30,  number  of  cases  relieved,  with  60 
dependent  on  them — that  there  were  200  cases  not  comprised  in  this  return 
receiving  out-door  relief,  whose  cases  were  not  initialed  by  the  chairman,  or  came 
before  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  Chapman,  an  ex-officio  Guardian,  stated  that  a similar  circumstance 
occurred  with  regard  to  the  electoral  division  of  the  Rower. 

Mr.  Michael  Brien,  a Guardian  for  Saint  Mullins,  said  that  the  parties  who 
were  receiving  out-door  relief  in  Graigue  and  Saint  Mullins  were  entered  on  the 
relieving  officer’s  hook,  but  that  the  chairman  on  that  day,  Mr.  Brehon,  refused 

4 U 2 
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New  Ross  Union,  to  initial  the  names,  because  none  of  the  Guardians  of  these  electoral  divisions 
were  present  at  the  Board. 

Mr.  Chapman  stated,  that  on  the  last  Board-day,  the  1st  March,  he  and  Mr. 
Brehon,  and  Mr.  Rossiter  sat  until  nightfall,  and  from  the  number  of  applicants 
outside  the  door,  he  was  sure  there  were  200  cases  not  disposed  oh  Mr.  Chapman, 
Mr.  Rossiter,  and  Mr.  Brehon  then  left. 

The  clerk  states,  that  in  about  an  hour  and  a-half,  Mr.  Howlett  and  Mr.  James 
Galavan,  two  of  the  Guardians  for  New  Ross,  who  had  been  out  the  early  part 
of  the  day,  returned,  went  into  the  applications  from  New  Ross,  and  continued 
from  half-past  seven  until  near  ten  o’clock  deciding  on  applications. 

Mr.  Galavan,  a Guardian,  stated  that  he  and  Mr.  Howlett  went  home  to  dine  ; 
having  agreed  to  meet  again  at  the  Board-room  at  half-past  six,  when  they  met 
Mr.  Brehon,  and  they  then  proceeded  with  hearing  the  applications  from  New 
Ross. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union: — March  18,  1S48. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  consideration  a report  which 
they  have  received  from  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Burke,  relating  to  the  administration 
of  relief  in  New  Ross  Union,  by  the  New  Ross  Board  of.  Guardians. 

It  appears  from  Mr.  Burke’s  report  that  in  one  electoral  division,  (the  Rower), 
out-door  relief  has  been  provided  regularly,  ovving-to  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Chap- 
man, an  ex-officio  Guardian  of  the  Union;  but' it  also  appears  that  in  St.  Mullins 
and  Graigue  electoral  divisions,  out-door  labour  has  been  provided  under  the 
direction  of  a Committee  which  the  Commissioners  sanctioned,  for  hearing  appli- 
cations and  reporting  on  them  pursuant  to  the  6th  section  of  10  Viet.,  cap.  31, 
and  which  the  Guardians  have  permitted  to  assume  all  the  functions  of  a Board 
of  Guardians,  in  ordering  relief  and  making  contracts  for  supplies. 

It' appears  by  the  relieving  officer’s  report  that  in  these  latter  divisions  248  able- 
bodied  persons  are  relieved  with  their  families;  comprising  904  persons,  and  that 
the  relief  is  given  by  the  overseers  instead  of  the  relieving  officer. 

# further  stated  that  the  out-door  relief  cases  in  Graigue  and  St.  Mullins 
divisions  have  never  been  brought  before  the  Board  ; aud  that  the  out-door  relief 
accounts  are  not  checked  by  the  clerk  of  the  Union ; and  that  bonds  have  not 
been  entered  into  by  the  relieving  officers  and  their  sureties. 

It  is  also  found  that  the  clerk  is  permitted  to  omit  the  checking  of  the 
collector’s  accounts  regularly,  although  allowed  an  assistant. 

On  examining  the  financial  state  of  the  Union  the  Guardians  appear  to  have 
been  in  debt,  on  the  31st  of  January  last,  840/.  beyond  the  amount  in  the 
treasurer’s  hands;  and  the  current  expenses  for  January  were  2157/,  being  73/. 
more  than  was  collected ; so  that  the  Guardians  have  been  allowing  the  debt  of 
the  Union  to  augment,  notwithstanding  that  the  rateable  property  is  of- the  annual 
value  of  109,748/.,  and  the  population  in  1841  was  only  74,923. 

. ^r*  Burke  has  also  reported,  that  although  he  has  frequently  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Guardians  to  the  mismanagement  of  the  workhouse,  particularly  the 
idleness,  want  of  discipline,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  boys’ school  is  conducted, 
no  remedy  lias  been  applied  by  the  Board ; and  it  is  likewise  stated  that  when 
irregularities  were  noticed  by  him,  which  brought  in  question  the  efficiency  of  the 
master,  matron,  and  schoolmaster,  the  Guardians  excused  these  officers. 

Ihe  Commissioners  are  further  informed  that  there  is  now  no  visiting  Com- 
mittee, and  that  only  five  entries  were  made  in  the  Committee’s  book  in  the  last 
year,  the  last  being  on  the  20th  October,  1847. 

Ihe  consequence  of  the  latter  neglect  of  the  Guardians  is,  that  the  roll  has 
not  been  called  daily  in  the  workhouse,  as  required  by  the  regulations ; and  the 
master  has  been  charging  in  the  provisions  account  for  a greater  number  of 
persons  than  were  in  the  house. 

• r^le.ma®*er»  *n  a report  forwarded  by  Mr.  Burke,  ascribes  his  irregularity  to 
his  having  been  ordered  in  November  last  to  act  as  relieving  officer  for  St.  Mullins 
and  Graigue  electoral  divisions,  where  he  was  for  five  weeks ; at  which  period  he 
states  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  had  to  sit  until  three  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
adjourning  from  day  to  day. 

However,  the  absence  of  the  master  and  the  pressure  in  the  meantime  on  the 
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house  still  more  required  the  observance  of  the  prescribed  regulation  of  tlie  daily 
roll  call,  which  presents  so  easy  and  perfect  a check  on  the  accounts. 

The  Commissioners  have  further  to  observe  that  the  attendance  of  the  Guardians 
at  regular  meetings  to  discharge  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  as  a Board,  has 
not  been  satisfactory. 

It  is  shown  by  a return  of  the  Guardians’  attendance,  that  in  eight  months, 
ended  29th  ult.,  the  attendance  of  ex-ojjicio  Guardians,  with  the  exception  of  the 
chairman  and  three  others,  average  little  more  than  twice,  while  seven  did  not 
attend  at  all ; and  that  of  the  elected  Guardians,  although  six  attended  twenty- 
four  times  on  an  average,  yet  as  many  as  twenty  attended  only  nine  times. 

On  a consideration  of  all  the  above-mentioned  circumstances,  the  Commissioners 
are  of  opinion  that  notwithstanding  the  valuable  services  of  the  chairman  and  of 
other  individual  Guardians,  the  Board  of  Guardians  as  a whole  has  failed,  duly 
and  effectually,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts.  The 
Commissioners  therefore  transmit  herewith  a sealed  order  for  the  dissolution  of 
the  Board,  and  they  will  proceed  to  appoint  paid  officers  to  manage  the  affairs  of 
the  Union. 


Captain  Burmester  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  24,  1848. 

The  Vice-Guardians  experience  great  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Commissioners  with  the  present  staff  of  workhouse  officers  ; they  are 
without  exception  quite  incompetent. 

They  have  given  the  master  notice  that  as  soon  as  another  can  be  obtained  his 
services  will  be  dispensed  with,  and  have  issued  a notice  that  they  will  receive 
applications  Irom  candidates  for  the  office.  The  Vice-Guardians  propose  to 
do  the  same  with  the  matron  as  soon  as  her  health  shall  be  sufficiently  re- 
established. 

The  clerk,  although  allowed  two  assistants,  has  not  obeyed  the  repeated 
instructions  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  the  tenor  of  his  conduct  is  a tissue  of 
excuses  for  his  neglect,  instead  of  attention  to  his  duties. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Vice-Guardians  request  the  Commissioners’ 
authority  to  procure  another  clerk  in  place  of  Mr.  Barron,  who  they  find  it  impos- 
sible to  get  to  discharge  his  duties  from  idleness  and  procrastination. 

Should  the  Commissioners  have  it  in  their  power  to  recommend  any  competent 
person  to  undertake  the  duties  of  clerk,  the  Vice-Guardians  will  be  most  happy  to 
give  such  salary  as  the  Commissioners  will  sanction,  and  request  he  may  be  sent 
to  New  Ross  forthwith.  Perhaps,  from  the  emergency  of  the  case , the  Commis- 
sioners may  send  a clerk  from  their  office  in  the  meantime. 

From  the  state  of  arrear  into  which  the  business  has  been  allowed  to  run,  and 
from  the  remissness  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  clerk,  some  of  the  collectors,  and 
the  officers  generally,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  immediate  measures  be  taken 
to  prevent  a total  stoppage  of  the  Union  business,  and  the  closing  of  the  house. 


Reply  to  the  above: — March  25,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  fully  approve  of  the  Vice-Guardians  taking  active  steps 
to  replace  any  of  the  present  Union  officers  by  persons  who  will  discharge  the 
duties  required,  efficiently. 

The  Vice-Guardians  will  have  the  goodness  to  suspend,  in  accordance  with  the 
4lst  article  of  the  General  Regulations,  such  of  the  Union  officers  as  they  may 
deem  to  be  inefficient,  stating  briefly  on  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings  the  facts 
which  have  influenced  them  in  their  decision  in  each  case.  Such  officers  should 
then  be  called  on  to  send  in  their  resignations. 

The  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  sanction  a salary  of  80/.  or  901.  for  a com- 
petent clerk  of  the  Union,  and  they  would  suggest  that  the  Vice-Guardians  should 
at  once  advertize  for  candidates  for  the  office. 

The  Commissioners  regret  that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  detach  any  gentle- 
man employed  in  their  office,  to  act  as  clerk  of  the  Union. 


New  Ross  Union. 
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New  Ross  Union. 


Captain  Burmester  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  25,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  following  important 
subjects : — 

Last  evening  between  the  hours  of  9 and  10  o’clock  I happened  to  be  out 
from  my  quarters,  when  I observed  several  paupers  rambling  about  the  town. 
I desired  two  of  them  to  accompany  me  to  the  police-station,  where  I obtained 
the  assistance  of  a constable,  and  then  brought  them  to  the  workhouse.  On 
my  arrival  at  the  house  I found  lights  in  all  the  dormitories,  fires  in  the  rooms, 
and  numbers  of  persons,  some  employ  ed  in  the  washhouse,  and  others  idling 
about.  I desired  that  all  persons  should  be  sent  to  their  beds,  and  the  lights 
and  fires  extinguished.  The  master  I desired  to  call  the  roll ; he  stated  that 
the  paupers  were  very  disorderly,  and  u that  it  was  as  much  as  his  fife  was 
worth.” 

This  morning  about  half-past  10  Mr.  Braddell  and  myself  were  in  the  act  of 
transacting  business  in  the  Board-room,  when  the  whole  mass  of  paupers,  male 
and  female,  rushed  into  the  hall,  and  endeavoured  to  break  down  the  door 
dividing  the  entrance  from  the  Board-room  stairs.  (This  door  the  porter  had 
locked  on  seeing  the  rush  of  paupers  from  the  main  building).  As  I found 
the  riot  increase  I desired  the  door  to  be  opened,  in  order  that  I might  see 
what  was  going  on,  and  if  possible  appease  the  tumult.  I was  thus  enabled  to 
identify  certain  individuals,  and  Mr.  Braddell  some  others  of  the  ringleaders. 
The  people  proceeding  to  acts  of  personal  violence  to  some  of  the  paupers  who 
endeavoured  to  defend  us,  throwing  caps,  cans,  and  sticks  at  Mr.  Braddell,  the 
porter,  and  myself,  I desired  the  porter  to  go  to  the  police  barrack  and  obtain 
a party  of  men,  and  to  give  notice  of  the  state  of  affairs  to  a magistrate.  In 
the  course  of  a few  minutes  a party  of  the  34th  regiment  arrived,  and  soon 
afterwards  some  police,  when  order  was  directly  restored. 

We  selected  the  ringleaders,  two  men  and  four  women,  who  were  at  once 
sent  to  the  court-house,  where  Mr.  Cooke,  resident  magistrate,  Mr.  Talbot,  and 
Dr.  Howlitt,  magistrates,  had  assembled.  After  our  depositions  had  been  taken 
the  whole  of  the  offenders  were  taken  from  the  dock  to  Wexford  gaol,  having 
been  sentenced  to  the  full  penalty  the  laws  allowed,  viz.,  one  calendar  month 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 

I beg  most  respectfully  to  urge  that  the  Commissioners  will,  if  it  be  in  their 
power,  send  persons  to  fill  the  offices  of  master,  matron,  and  clerk.  With  all 
our  exertions  we  cannot  preserve  order  without  competent  officers  to  carry  out 
our  directions,  and  the  proceedings  I have  stated  above  will  I am  sure  show 
the  necessity  that  exists  for  immediate  assistance  on  this  point. 

I may  mention  that  the  paupers  said  their  object  was  to  get  back  their  old 
Guardians  and  master  who  have  been  dismissed. 

Mr.  George  Braddell  who  was  with  his  brother  was  severely  hurt,  being 
struck  with  stones  and  pursued  through  the  streets  by  the  paupers  to  the  police 
barrack. 

Mr.  Tottenham,  one  of  the  principal  persons  in  this  district,  well  described 
the  house  to  me  yesterday  in  a few  words ; he  said  “ it  was  a pleasant  hotel  for 
paupers.” 

Mr.  Braddell  and  I will  do  all  in  our  power  to  render  it  what  it  should  be. 
I attribute  the  riotous  proceedings  of  this  day  to  those  steps  we  have  taken  to 
establish  order,  and  which  we  will  enforce ; the  paupers  hitherto  being  un- 
controlled. 

I trust  that  the  line  of  conduct  we  have  adopted  on  this  occasion  will  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners. 


Reply,  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  28,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  25th  instant,  relating  to  the  disturbance  which  occurred  in  the 
workhouse  of  the  New  Ross  Union  on  the  24th  and  25th  instant,  and  I am  to 
state  that  the  Commissioners  entirely  approve  and  thank  you  for  the  prompt 
steps  winch  were  taken  to  restore  order.  The  Commissioners  trust  that  the 
efforts  ol  the  Vice-Guardians  to  bring  the  establishment  into  proper  condition 
will  be  successful. 
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If  the  master  of  the  workhouse  had  not  been  already  called  upon  to  resign 
the  Commissioners  would  have  issued  an  order  under  seal  for  his  dismissal.  ° 

The  Commissioners  regret  that  they  are  unable  to  send  down  to  New  Ross 
a master  and  matron  for  the  workhouse,  and  a clerk  for  the  Union ; they  find, 
however,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  will  be  enabled  to  obtain  at  once  the  services 
of  an  efficient  clerk,  and  they  trust  that  they  will  be  equally  successful  with 
regard  to  a master  and  matron,  for  whom  advertisements  should  immediately 
be  published. 

A copy  of  a letter  has  this  day  been  addressed  to  the  clerk  of  the  Union, 
notifying  the  Commissioners’  intention  to  issue  an  order  for  his  dismissal. 


Captain  Burmester  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  27,  1848. 

Having  reference  to  my  report  of  the  25th  instant,  relating  to  the 
riotous  proceedings  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  the  Vice- Guardians  have 
received  information  which  induces  them  to  believe  that  to  certain  of  the 
officers  of  the  establishment  may  be  attributed  the  origin  of  these  irregularities. 
I annex  copies  of  statements  made  by  some  of  the  paupers,  and  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Guardians  to  have  Michael  Neal  and  the  four  women  who  assaulted 
Eliza  Myers  brought  before  the  magistrates  to-morrow,  to  be  dealt  with  as  the 
law  directs. 

The  paupers  are  naturally  dissatisfied  at  the  change  that  is  making  in  the 
habits  of  indolence  and  disobedience  that  they  have  so  long  indulged  in,  and  the 
officers  are  opposed  to  a system  that  will  entail  on  them  attention  to  their  duties 
and  a less  prodigal  expenditure  of  stores. 

I am  daily  more  convinced  that  until  a total  change  of  the  present  set  of 
officers  be  effected,  there  will  be  but  little  advantage  to  be  obtained. 

I beg  to  suggest  that  Mr.  Burke  be  requested  to  inquire  minutely  into  these 
matters  on  his  next  visit  to  this  Union. 

Mr.  Hill,  the  officer  of  police,  was  present  at  the  time  the  annexed  state-: 
ments  were  made  to  me. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  all  the  doors  of  communication  had  been  unlocked, 
and  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  preserve  order  by  any  officer  of  the  house, 
with  the  exception  of  the  porter. 

Statements  referred  to  in  foregoing. 

John  Allen  states  that  he  heard  Michael  Neal,  a pauper  in  the  house,  calling  on  the  people 
to  riot  on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  25th  March,  and  he  said  that  those  who  would  not  join 
were  a parcel  of  cowardly  fellows. 

Anne  Long  slates  that  Michael  Neal,  one  of  the  paupers,  came  to  the  women’s  day-room,- 
and  told  them  to  be  ready  to  make  a riot  as  soon  as  the  Guardians  came  to  the  house.  She 
also  states  that  the  acting  matron  gave  a boy  the  key  to  let  Neal  into  the  women’s  yard ; she 
was  told  that  some  men  had  received  a bottle  of  whiskey.  On  some  of  the  women  (Kate  Grady 
in  particular)  returning  from  the  attack  on  Mr.  Braddell,  and  saying  " they  had  killed  him,” 
she  (the  acting  matron)  laughed  and  told  them  to  go  back  again,  and  she  did  not  open  the  door 
to  let  the  women  into  their  own  building,  until  the  police  arrived. 

Eliza  Myers  states  that  she  was  severely  beaten  by  four  women  named  Magee,  Mary 
Holden,  Bridget  Connolly,  and  Biddy  Kent,  because  they  said  she  was  an  informer. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  28,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  27th  instant,  relating  to  the  disorderly  conduct  of  some  of  the 
inmates  of  the  workhouse  of  the  New  Ross  Union,  and  I am  to  state  in  reply 
that  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  with  you  that  it  will  be  advisable  that 
inquiry  should  be  made  with  a view  to  the  punishment  of  the  parties  who  may 
have  been  concerned  in  instigating  the  inmates  in  the  disorderly  conduct  re- 
ferred to. 

Mr.  Burke  proposes  to  be  at  New  Ross  to-morrow,  and  he  will  be  instructed/ 
to  make  the  necessary  inquiry  at  once.  Should  anything  prevent  Mr.  Burke 
from  attending  at  New  Ross  as  proposed,  the  Commissioners  request  that  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  conduct  the  inquiry  yourself  upon  oath,  for  which  purpose 


New  Ross  Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


New  Ross  Union. 


700  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


you  are  invested  with  exactly  the  same  powers  as  Mr.  Burke,  or  any  other 
Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Captain  Burmester  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  30,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter,  dated 
28th  March,  I have  the  honour  to  forward  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  I have 
been  able  to  obtain  on  the  subject  of  the  disorderly  proceedings  of  the  25th 
instant.  The  only  important  fact  elicited  is,  that  Johanna  Dunphy,  the  acting 
matron,  was  cogni  zant  of  a riot  being  intended,  and  that  she  connived  at  it. 


Enclosure. 

Thomas  Roche,  a pauper  in  the  house,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
25th  March,  1848,  the  doors  of  the  sleeping-rooms  were  opened  before  the  usual  hour,  much 
sooner  than  he  had  ever  before  known;  they  were  opened  by  John  Malowney.  ^ 

Thomas  x Roche, 

A.  E.  Burmester. 

Witness, 

William  W.  Braddell. 

John  Finnerty,  being  also  duly  sworn,  states,  that  a man  named  Thomas  Allen  told  him  that 
George  Rogers^  the  master’s  son,  came  into  the  day-room  on  the  25th  March,  and  asked  the 
men  why  they  did  not  join  iu  the  riot ; Allen  told  him  (Rogers)  to  go  about  his  business.  As 
far  as  evidence  can  ascertain,  a boy,  named  Peter  Keogh,  obtained  the  keys  from  the  acting 
matron  to  let  the  women  out  of  their  building. 

John  Finnerty. 

A.  E.  Burmester. 

Witness, 

William  W.  Braddell. 


Thomas  Allen  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  during  the  riot  on  the  25th,  four  men,  named 
Cooney,  Tobin,  Myers,  and  Butler,  came  in  and  desired  the  men  in  the  day-room  to  turnout; 
evidence  does  not  recollect  having  seen  George  Rogers  on  the  25th,  or  having  told  Finnerty 
anything  about  him  on  that  day. 

his 

Thomas  x Allen. 

mark. 


A.  E.  Burmester. 


Witness, 

William  W.  Braddell. 


Henry  Shanahan  being  duly  sworn,  states,  that  just  before  the  riot  he  was  sitting  at  his 
breakfast,  (having  been  detained  at  the  usual  hour  of  breakfast  by  the  priest,)  he  saw  Miss 
Dunphy,  the  acting  matron,  give  the  key  of  the  women’s  yard  to  a woman  who  handed  it  to 
Peter  Keogh,  who  immediately  opened  the  door  in  the  presence  of  Miss  Dunphy,  who  called 
out,  “ Let  out  the  women — let  out  the  women." 

Henry  Shanahan. 

A.  E.  Burmester. 

Witness  present, 

William  W.  Braddell. 


Anne  Long  being  duly  sworn,  states,  that  she  was  present  when  some  of  the  women  came 
back  from  the  attack  on  Mr.  Braddell,  and  she  heard  one  of  them  (Kate  Grady)  say,  “ they 
had  killed  him,”  on  which  Miss  Dunphy,  the  acting  matron,  who  was  present,  laughed,  and 
told  the  women  to  go  back  again.  The  acting  matron  kept  the  women  locked  out  of  their 
own  side  of  the  house  until  the  police  arrived. 

her 

Anne  x Long. 

Witnesss,  murk. 

William  W.  Braddell. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  6,  1848, 

With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  30th  ultimo,  forwarding 
evidences  on  the  subject  of  the  disorderly  proceedings  of  the  25th  ultimo,  which 
occurred  in  the  workhouse  of  the  New  Ross  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  state  that  they  have  given  directions  for  the  preparation  of  an 
order  directing  the  dismissal  of  Johanna  Dunphy  from  the  office  of  assistant 
matron  of  the  workhouse. 
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Captain  Burmester  to  the  Commissioners: — March  28,  1848. 

In  continuation  of  my  reports  dated  the  25th  and  27th  instant,  I have  to 
inform  you  that  several  of  the  paupers  who  were  engaged  in  the  riot  of  the 
25th  March  were  this  day  brought  before  the  magistrates  of  New  Ross,  and 
were  dealt  with  as  follows : — 

Michael  Neal,  to  stand  his  trial  at  the  ensuing  quarter  sessions. 

Patrick  Kelly,  two  months’  imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 

Bridget  Magee,  Mary  Holden,  Bridget  Connolly,  each  one  month’s  impri- 
sonment with  hard  labour. 

Bridget  Kent,  fourteen  days’  imprisonment. 

I forward  copies  of  the  informations  sworn  against  Michael  Neal. 

Enclosure  in  foregoing. 

County  of  Wexford,  \ The  information  of  John  Allen,  Thomas  Roche,  Anne  Long,  and 
to  wit.  ) Catherine  Fretton,  paupers  in  the  New  Ross  Union  workhouse,  who 
being  severally  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  depose  and  say  as  follows: — 

The  said  John  Allen  saith,  I remember  a riot  which  took  place  in  the  New  Ross  Union 
workhouse,  on  Saturday  the  25th  day  of  March  instant;  Michael  Neal  declared  in  the  room 
where  I and  other  paupers  were,  that  they  were  a cowardly  set  if  they  did  not  turn  out, 
meaning  to  resist  the  newly  appointed  Guardians. 

The  said  Thomas  Roche  saith,  on  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  25th  of  March  instant, 
Michael  Neal  came  into  the  ward  where  I and  other  inmates  were,  and  said  this  is  the  time, 
now  or  never,  to  turn  out  and  keep  out  the  gentlemen,  meaning  the  newly  appointed  Guardians. 

The  said  Anne  Long  saith,  on  the  morning  of  Saturday  ihe  25th  day  of  March  instant, 
Michael  Neal  came  into  the  womens’  day-room  in  the  New  Ross  Union  workhouse,  and  told 
them  all  to  be  ready  to  make  a riot,  now  or  never;  called  out  the  mob,  held  up  his  hand,  and 
called  upon  them  to  follow  him,  not  to  let  them  (the  new  Guardians)  come  into  the  house,  to 
take  their  lives  if  they  did. 

The  said  Catherine  Fretten  saith,  I recollect  the  riot  in  the  Union  workhouse,  on  the  25th 
of  March  instant.  Michael  Neal  came  into  the  women’s  day-room,  said  come  on  now,  that 
they  should  have  their  own  old  master  and  mistress. 


Tlxe  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  4,  1848. 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  you  tliat  we  have  devoted  very  considerable 
time  and  attention  to  an  inquiry  into  the  actual  state  and  position  of  the  New 
Ross  Union,  embracing  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Union,  the  economy  and 
management  of  the  workhouse,  the  state  of  its  inmates,  and  the  mode  in  which 
out-door  relief  has  been  administered, — an  inquiry  in  which  we  have  had  to 
encounter  obstacles  of  no  ordinary  difficulty,  arising  as  much  from  the  want  of 
all  method,  and  the  absence  of  all  order  on  the  part  of  the  clerk,  in  the  trans- 
action of  the  usual  routine  of  his  duty,  the  consequent  confusion  and  disarray 
of  his  papers,  and  impossibility  of  obtaining  access  to  the  necessary  documents 
from  which  information  might  be  obtained,  as  from  the  most  palpable  neglect 
upon  his  part  of  the  common  and  ordinary  duties  of  his  office ; nor  has  this 
inefficiency  been  confined  to  the  clerk. 

The  master  appeared  to  us  to  have  completely  neglected  the  most  important 
duties  of  his  department,  and  to  have  delegated  those  duties  to  subordinate  and 
irresponsible  deputies.  All  the  officers  seem  to  have  been  originally  selected 
without  the  slightest  reference  to  fitness  or  capacity. 

Our  first  step  was,  to  call  upon  the  Commissioners  to  dismiss  those  officers 
forthwith.  The  effect  of  this  decisive  step  was  exhibited  in  a regularly 
organised  riot  upon  the  part  of  the  inmates,  acquiesced  in,  if  not  originated,  by 
the  officers. 

The  doors  separating  the  different  apartments  in  the  workhouse  -were  on  the 
morning  of  the  25th  ultimo  unlocked,  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  in  one 
mass  rushed  into  the  porter’s  hall,  forcing  the  door,  and  attempting  to  break 
into  the  Board-room.  Missiles  of  various  descriptions  were  hurled  against  the 
Vice-Guardians.  Mr.  .George  Braddell  having  attempted  to  expostulate  with 
the  rioters,  was  instantly  assailed  with  stones,  knocked  to  the  ground,  kicked, 
and  had  several  severe  contusions  inflicted  upon  different  parts  of  his  body ; he 
succeeded  in  breaking  .away  from  them,  and  brought  up  the  police  and  military 
to  the  rescue  of  the  Vice-Guardians.  Order  was  then  restored,  and  some  of 
the  most  turbulent  rioters  were  at  once  brought  before  the  magistrates,  and 
dealt  with  according  to  law. 

4 X 
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New  Ross  Union.  The  financial  position  of  this  Union  on  the  14th  day  of  March,  shortly  before 
our  appointment,  was  most  unfavourable ; a balance  of  731.  2s.  5 d.  appeared  by 
the  Bank  book  to  its  credit.  A considerable  sum  was  then  due  to  the  various 
creditors  of  the  Union,  amounting  (from  what  we  can  at  present  discover  by 
our  own  unassisted  exertions)  to  a sum  of  1139/,  exclusive  of  officers’  salaries. 
We  are  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  those  demands. 

An  appeal  against  the  rate  made  upon  the  New  Ross  electoral  division,  with 
the  grounds  of  which  the  Commissioners  are  already  conversant,  having  been 
brought  before  the  assistant  barrister,  he  decided  against  the  legality  of  the  rate. 
We  fear  the  effect  of  this  decision  will  be  embarrassing,  and  that  the  Vice- 
Guardians  may  be  called  upon  to  refund  moneys  already  collected,  creating 
thereby  an  increased  demand  upon  their  funds. 

A rate  appears  to  have  been  made  in  July  last,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
20,094/. ; of  this  rate  and  arrears  of  the  former  a sum  of  6668/.  remained 
uncollected  upon  the  31st  ultimo,  of  which  sum  2348/.  remained  uncollected 
on  the  electoral  division  of  New  Ross  at  the  same  date. 

On  several  divisions,  .viz..  New  Ross,  Adamstown,  Clongeen,  Horetown, 
Templeudegian,  and  St.  Mullins,  the  rate  made  exceeded  3s.  in  the  pound. 

We  are  informed,  although  no  document  to  that  effect  can  be  produced  to 
us,  that  the  Commissioners  have  remitted  so  much  of  the  rate  upon  those 
divisions  as  exceed  3s.  in  the  pound ; this,  therefore,  must  diminish  by  that 
excess,  the  sum  to  be  now  collected. 

From  this  statement  of  the  amount  still  uncollected,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
rate-collectors  have  not  discharged  their  duties  with  due  diligence,  and  that 
they  have  suffered  that  period  to  elapse  at  which  it  would  have  been  compara- 
tively easy  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  rates. 

No  proper  examination  of  the  collectors’  accounts  has  been  observed,  and  no 
possibility  hitherto  of  ascertaining  whether  they  retain  any  money  in  their 
hands.  We  have  instituted  a minute  and  rigid  examination  into  the  state  of. 
their  accounts,  and  have  examined  their  block  checks  from  the  commencement 
of  the  rate  made  in  July ; the  result  of  this  examination  has  been,  that  two  of 
the  collectors  appear  to  have  small  balances  in  their  hands. 

One,  Mr.  White,  on  being  notified  thereof,  appeared  and  undertook  to  lodge 
the  amount  forthwith ; the  other,  Mr.  Galavan,  who  got  notice  to  the  same 
effect,  has  written  to  excuse  his  attendance,  on  the  ground  that  his  haggard 
was  burned  by  some  malicious  persons,  and  that  he  was  engaged  in  serving  the 
usual  notices  to  recover  the  value.  We  consider  the  latter  a most  inefficient 
officer,  and  but  that  his  collection  is  so  near  its  close,  would  feel  it  our  duty  to 
call  for  his  instant  dismissal. 

The  conduct,  however,  of  all  the  collectors  has  been  so  extremely  dilatory, 
that  we  have  served  them  with  notice  that  they  must  lodge  each  week  a certain 
sum  proportioned  to  the  amount  remaining  uncollected  on  their  divisions ; and 
have  instituted  a regular  weekly  examination  of  their  Rate  Receipt  Check 
Books,  and  enforced  from  them  the  observance  of  the  Commissioners’  order  of 
October  last. 

We  attempted  to  obtain  from  them  daily  statements  of  their  progress  in  the 
collection  of  the  rates ; but  this  we  find  inconvenient  in  practice,  and  difficult 
to  enforce.  We  have  fixed  on  the  24th  instant  for  the  final  close  of  the  collec- 
tion of  the  rate,  and  the  collectors’  accounts. 

The  effect  ol  this  constant  supervision  over  the  collectors  will  be  seen  from 
the  fact,  that  on  yesterday,  the  3rd  instant,  the  balance  in  favour  of  the  Union, 
as  per  treasurer  s book,  is  6S0Z  4,?.  6 d.,  and  would  have  been  considerably 
greater  but  for  the  damaging  effect  of  the  assistant  barrister’s  decision,  which 
has  of  course  paralyzed  the  collection  of  rates  in  the  Rossbercon  portion  of  the 
New  Ross  electoral  divisions. 

We  propose  to  make  a new  rate  forthwith,  that  it  may  be  put  in  process  of 
collection  about  the  1st  of  May,  and  are  now  endeavouring  to  procure  some 
data  to  show  the  amount  which  should  be  levied  on  each  division. 

The  expenditure  of  this  Union  has  been  gradually  increasing  in  amount,  and 
threatened  to  absorb  any  rate  that  could  be  made  unless  arrested  in  time. 

^The  expenditure  for  out-door  relief  amounted  on  the  23rd  March  to 
2/6/.  /s.  Id.  ; the  expenditure  on  foot  of  this  account  has,  principally  by  our 
exertions  in  scrutinizing  the  out-door  relief  lists,  been  so  far  reduced  as  to 
amount  now  to  only  164/.  18s.  lid.  for  one  week.  .We  propose  making  this 
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scrutiny  retrospective,  and  to  examine  every  name  on  the  lists  with  a view  to 
such  further  reduction  as  may  be  expedient. 

We  fear  that  one  at  least  of  those  officers,  namely,  Mr.  Cody,  has  not  hitherto 
been  always  guided  by  the  provisions  of  the  statute  and  the  order  of  the  Com- 
missioners in  his  administration  of  relief. 

In  every  other  department  there  seems  ample  room  for  retrenchment : one 
further  instance  may  suffice.  We  annex  a table,  showing  the  alleged  consump- 
tion of  wine  and  ardent  spirits  for  the  half-year  ending  25th  March  last, 
together  with  the  explanation  given  by  the  medical  officer  on  the  subject, — an 
explanation  we  deem  inadequate. 

We  find  that  the  books  of  account  prescribed  by  the  Commissioners  have 
not  been  duly  kept.  There  is  not  a figure  in  the  Ledger  since  September, 
1847. 

Those  very  important  books,  the  relief  lists,  have  been  much  neglected  ; the 
abstract  of  the  relief  lists  has  not  a figure  since  the  eighth  week  of  the  last 
half-year. 

The  clothing  books  have  not  been  properly  written  up  and  balanced ; nor 
can  the  state  of  the  clothing  in  store  be  collected  from  the  Clothing  Receipt 
Book. 

Notwithstanding  the  number  of  bills  for  articles  supplied,  not  a single  entry 
is  discoverable  by  us  in  the  Inventory  Book  since  August  last.  No  Labour 
Book  appears  to  have  been  kept;  nor  can  we  find  that  the  Wants’  Book  has 
been  kept  by  the  master.  The  last  entry  in  the  Visiting  Committee  Book 
appears  to  have  been  made  on  the  2nd  of  October  last. 

The  out-door  register  was  not  written  up  with  sufficient  regularity.  The 
relieving  officers’  accounts  were  not  regularly  and  properly  examined,  and 
great  time  has  been  expended  in  getting  up  the  arrears. 

The  workhouse  we  have  endeavoured  to  make  available  for  such  able-bodied 
persons  as  we  must  hold  to  be  destitute ; and  we  attribute  the  diminution  of  the 
out-door  relief  lists  to  the  rigid  application  of  the  salutary  test  arising  from  the 
offer  of  the  workhouse  to  able-bodied  applicants  for  relief.  We  contemplate  a 
personal  examination  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  in  order,  if  possible,  to 
make  it  still  further  susceptible  of  this  test,  by  giving  the  aged  and  infirm  the 
option  of  being  relieved  outside. 

The  discipline  of  the  workhouse  has  been  most  lax ; no  proper  classification 
has  been  observed.  That  restraint,  without  which  a workhouse  ceases  to  be  a 
test  of  destitution,  has  been  totally  neglected  ; the  paupers  were  daily  to  be 
seen  wandering  at  pleasure,  not  only  through  the  town  of  New  Ross,  but  the 
adjoining  county  (living  instances  of  mismanagement  and  abuse),  to  the  great 
annoyance  of  the  respectable  portion  of  the  community.  An  instance  came 
before  out  notice,  where  one  of  those  paupers  knocked  at  a gentleman’s  door  in 
the  vicinity  and  demanded  alms. 

The  workhouse  grounds  have  been  much  neglected,  and  will  probably  remain 
for  this  season  partially  uncropped.  Yet  there  are  at  this  moment  in  the  house 
88  able-bodied  men,  and  47  strong  healthy  boys  over  15.  This  we  can  only 
remedy  by  the  exertions  of  an  efficient  master. 

Accompanied  by  your  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  we  on  Thursday  night 
last,  between  the  hours  of  9 and  1 1 o’clock  p.m,  inspected  and  examined  the 
several  dormitories.  It  would  be  difficult  to  convey  the  most  faint  conception 
of  the  utter  want  of  ventilation  that  existed  in  those  apartments ; on  the  opening 
of  each  door,  a dense  steam  of  confined  air,  impregnated  with  the  most  noisome 
and  pestilential  effluvia,  assailed  us,  almost  intolerable  to  endure  even  for  a 
moment.  It  is  a matter  of  surprise  'how  any  living  being  could  long  exist  in  an 
atmosphere  so  polluted.  We  would,  therefore,  request  that  the  Commissioners 
may  be  good  enough  to  direct  the  attention  of  their  architect  to  this  subject 
with  the  view  to  remedy  what  we  conceive  to  be  an  evil  of  no  ordinary  magni- 
tude, and  calculated  to  engender  contagious  diseases.  The  children’s  dormi- 
tories did  not  appear  to  us  to  have  had  any  grown  person  present  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  such  assistance  as  might  be  required  to  those  helpless  creatures,  who 
lay  in  various  attitudes  about  the  room. 

The  dysentery  ward  appeared  less  objectionable,  and  more  cleanly. 

We  inspected  a building  styled  the  Market-house,  in  which  the  male  paupers 
sleep.  We  found  it  cleanly  and  well  ventilated ; it  gives  rise,  however,  to  the 
inconvenience,  unavoidable  with  the  present  staff  of  officers,  of  affording 

4X2 
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New  Ross  Union,  facilities  to  the  roving  habits  of  the  paupers,  and  the  relaxation  of  due 
restraint. 

The  day-room  for  male  and  female  paupers  appeared  to  us  close  and  con- 
fined, and  imperfectly  ventilated ; the  paupers,  able-bodied  and  infirm,  huddled 
together,  rendering  the  atmosphere  insupportable. 

Proper  attention  has  not  been  given  to  ensuring  a sufficient  supply  of  water  ; 
recourse  is  too  frequently  had  to  the  fever  hospital  pumps,  thereby  exposing 
the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  to  imminent  risk  of  contagion. 

The  pipes  leading  to  the  laundry  have  been  suffered  to  go  out  of  repair,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a supply  of  water,  the  very  objectionable  course  is 
adopted  of  admitting  male  paupers  among  the  females. 

We  visited  a building  set  aside  for  the  children,  styled  the  “ College  Ward,” 
now  under  the  superintendence  of  a ward-mistress  of  our  own  appointment. 
This  ward  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  at  all  suited  for  its  present  purpose.  The 
ward-mistress  reports  that  she  cannot  exercise  due  control  over  the  nurses,  who 
are  principally  young  women,  nor  prevent  their  absenting  themselves,  there 
being  no  wall  or  enclosures  to  this  place.  We  purpose,  with  the  sanction  of 
the  Commissioners,  to  make  another  arrangement,  and  to  place  there  instead, 
the  sick  and  infirm  paupers,  who  have  neither  inclination  nor  ability  to  wander' 
and  for  whom  this  place,  from  its  position  and  elevation,  is  peculiarly  adapted* 
1 he  refractory  ward  is  dilapidated,  and,  in  its  present  state,  unsuitable  as  a place 
for  punishment. 

We  visited  the  schools,  male  and  female,  and  examined  the  children  as  to 
their  proficiency.  The  male  school  was  not  in  a satisfactory  state  as  regards 
the  cleanliness  of  its  occupants  or  general  appearance;  the  female  school  was 
much  more  creditable,  and  the  children  appear  to  have  been  attended  to. 

We  have  observed  that  hitherto  the  streets  of  New  Ross  have  been  infested 
by  hordes  of  mendicants  plying  their  wretched  calling  with  all  the  outward 
semblance  of  misery  and  want ; yet  on  inquiry  we  find  that  those  very  persons 
aiv3  recipients  of  out-door  relief.  We  have,  therefore,  required  the  relieving 
officers  to  notice  them,  that  in  future  they  will  be  struck  off  the  lists  if  found 
begging. 

The  remedial  measures  we  propose  under  this  state  of  things  arc,  in  the  first 
instance,  the  appointment  of  an  efficient  staff  of  active  and  intelligent  officers, 
to  assist  us  in  the  administration  of  the  relief  of  the  poor;  the  enforcement  of 
the  due  collection  of  the  rates,  by  a daily  supervision  of  the  progress  of  the 
evamfn0,?;'  s?tyic$“8  th?lr  aci 'ounts  to  a stringent  systematic  and  weekly 
and  la  future  by  the  selection  of  competent  collectors,  at  a fair 
remuneration,  annexing  a condition  to  the  bond  of  those  officers  that  their 

SfaT™  brd0Sed  a ^ed  “ P-°4 ; by  0bSn“  far£ 
we  Pulle-S  re<lmi'®d  b7  l,“  wol‘bhouse  at  contact  prices,  for  which 

^ Previously  planed  the  funds  of  the  Union  in  such  a 

ou.rsirlves of  sucb  tenders ; byavailing  ourselves 
various  navts  of  rt,  TT  Co““lssloMre,  empowering  ns  to  hold  meetings  in 
oS  -XShef is  a“d  bypersmial  inspection  of  the  mode  in  which 

duties  Tv  tWesnoo^  ‘ffi  ed’  by  Tstant  supervision  of  the  discharge  of  their 
ttuties  by  the  respective  officers  of  the  workhouse. 

tutecl  relief  fa  ^Jjerto  ^ministered  iu  money,  we  have  substi- 

feamof  7 ?maS  “b.  meal  to  adults,  and  41b.  to  all  under  15 

St  of  Wew  independently  of  its  value  in  an  economic 

SrilSalfeStan"111136  and  real  destitution 


REULYto  the  foregoing : — Apil  12,  1848. 

relating™  theminslp11613  pav5  bad  bhdo!Y:  them  your  report  of  the  4th  instant, 
Sr^nce  to  tSomS  r °Vhe  affalrS  of  ^ New  Ross  Union  ; and  with 
ted  to  reouest  if  ?te  Ie“S  ™collected  in  the  Union,  I am 
tober  18?7  tawwiTi.  Commissioners'  letter  of  the  5th  Oc- 

an  instalment  nf  this  S t 7ia  : where  the  rate  exceeded  3s.  in  the  pound, 
ill  the  first  instance.  **  duly  calcalated  by  the  clerk,  might  be  received 

into  JLTewrate  iSer  th^S^SS™  C0UeCted  SeParately-  or  carried 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  order  regulating  the  collection  of  rates  directs  a 
weekly  attendance  of  each  collector  with  his  books,  for  examination,  if  the 
Guardians  so  require ; and  if  any  of  them  shall  wilfully  disobey  this  order,  lie 
may  be  proceeded  against  under  the  102nd  section  of  the  Act  1 and  2 Vic., 
cap.  56,  if  the  Vice-Guardians  make  a written  direction  for  the  weekly 
attendance,  and  have  it  served  personally  on  each  collector. 

The  Commissioners  fully  approve  of  the  Vice-Guardians’  revision  of  the  out- 
door relief  lists,  and  recommend  that  all  the  relief  stations  be  occasionally 
visited,  for  which  object  they  will  be  prepared  to  sanction  an  allowance  for  the 
outlay  in  providing  conveyances  to  and  from  these  places.  If  any  relieving 
officer  be  found  inefficient,  he  should  be  called  upon  to  resign  ; and  if  more 
than  inefficiency  be  proved  in  any  case,  the  officer  should  be  reported  for  dis- 
missal by  the  Commissioners. 

In  reference  to  the  quantity  of  wine  and  spirits  consumed  in  the  hospital,  the 
Commissioners  desire  to  draw  attention  to  the  annexed  copy  of  a circular  from 
the  Board  of  Health,  recommending  the  use  of  spirits  instead  of  wine. 

The  observations  on  the  neglect  of  ventilation  in  the  dormitories  have  been 
communicated  to  the  Commissioners’  architect.  The  windows  have  been  made 
to  open,  and  care  should  be  taken  that  they  are  not  closed  at  night.  It  is  also 
useful  to  place  perforated  zinc  plates  in  the  upper  part  of  the  windows  to  carry 
off  foul  air. 

The  proposed  arrangement  for  placing  in  the  additional  building,  called  the 
College  Ward,  only  the  sick  and  infirm  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  is  very 
judicious,  and  should  be  at  once  carried  into  effect. 

To  check  mendicancy  in  the  Union,  the  proposed  withdrawal  of  out-door 
allowances  from  all  persons  found  begging,  should  be  rigidly  enforced. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  observe  that  so  many  able-bodied  men  and  boys 
are  in  the  workhouse,  while  the  grounds  are  uncultivated ; and  they  trust  that 
immediate  steps  will  be  adopted  for  setting  them  to  work  in  rendering  the  site 
available  for  some  useful  object. 


Captain  Burmester  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  6,  1848. 

Yesterday  I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Vice-Guardians.  I 
acquainted  them  that  I had  received  a letter  of  credit  for  500/,  being  the 
amount  of  a loan  from  the  British  Association  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  that 
I had  placed  that  sum  in  the  hands  of  their  Treasurer,  to  enable  them  to  pro- 
vide for  the  destitute  poor,  at  the  same  time  intimating  that  repayment  of  the 
loan  will  be  required  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  new  rate. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  many  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend  with, 
owing  to  the  total  want  of  accounts  and  documents.  The  late  clerk  places 
every  difficulty  in  their  way ; and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain  the  necessary 
information  regarding  the  state  of  the  finances.  As  the  Vice-Guardians  have  a 
portion  of  the  clerk’s  salary  in  their  hands,  I recommend  them  not  to  pay  it 
until  he  furnishes  the  accounts  of  the  Union. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  some  energy  has  been  shown  in  getting  in 
the  rates  during  the  past  week.  One  collector  (Mr.  Galavan),  has  been  most 
remiss,  and  has  been  informed  that  steps  will  be  taken  against  him  unless  he 
proceeds  with  more  despatch. 

The  reduction  of  expenditure  on  account  of  out-door  relief  is  also  satisfactory, 
the  reduction  made  being  from  276/.  to  164/.  in  one  week. 

The  Vice-Guardians  published  a notice  requiring  all  persons  having  claims 
on  the  Union  to  send  in  their  accounts.  Bills  have  already  been  sent  in  to  the 
amount  of  upwards  of  1300/.  The  due  investigation  of  these  accounts  will  be 
a matter  of  considerable  difficulty,  from  the  want  of  the  necessary  record.  This 
debt  of  1300/.  includes  only  a portion  of  the  salaries. 

The  late  Guardians  appear  to  me  to  have,  in  some  instances,  expended  money 
in  a manner  not  contemplated  by  the  Act  of  Parliament.  I find  some  charges 
for-  combs,  beads,  and  books. 

The  expenditure  of  wine  and  spirits  has  been  most  unreasonable.  The  wine 
consumed  from  29th  September  to  25th  of  March  last  was  1547  bottles  of 
whiskey  347  bottles ; porter  294 ; and  brandy  62  bottles.  The  statement  fur- 
nished by  the  medical  officer  only  accounts  for  554  bottles  of  wine,  97£  of 
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New  Ross  Union,  whiskey,  and  25i  of  brandy.  In  fact,  the  system  hitherto  adopted  in  this 
workhouse  appears  to  have  been  one  of  disorder,  and  misappropriation  of  public 
money. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  10,  184S. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  6th  instant,  relating  to  the  New  Ross  Union,  in  which  you  state 
that  you  have  recommended  the  Vice-Guardians  not  to  advance  the  portion 
due  of  the  salary  of  Mr.  Barron,  the  late  clerk  of  the  Union,  until  the  accounts 
of  the  Union  are  placed  in  a satisfactory  condition ; and  in  reference  thereto  I 
am  to  state  that  Mr.  Barron  is  not  entitled  to  receive  his  salary  until  the 
accounts  up  to  the  25th  ultimo  have  been  audited. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  Mr.  Barron  should  be  informed  that  the 
Vice-Guardians  will  have  to  consider  what  proportion  he  will  have  to  bear  of 
any  expense  which  may  necessarily  be  incurred  in  putting  the  accounts  which 
he  has  left  in  confusion  into  order. 

As  regards  the  items  of  expenditure  mentioned  in  your  report,  I am  to  state 
that  Mr.  J.  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  has  been  instructed  to  institute  an 
inquiry  into  the  circumstances.  The  attention  of  the  auditor  will  also  be  drawn 
to  the  subject. 
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CAHIRCIVEEN  UNION. 


Cahirciveen  Union. 


The  Knight  of  Kerry  to  the  Right.  Hon.  Sir  W.  M.  Somerville,  Bart.,  M.P. : — 
January  29,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  Government, 
an  unexaggerated  description  of  the  state  of  the  district  with  which  I am  con- 
nected. 

Ekclosure. 

Second  Statement  of  the  actual  State  of  the  Electoral  Division  of  Valencia. 

The  people  of  all  classes  were  better  off'  in  the  beginning  of  1847  than  in  the  beginning 
of  1848;  their  houses  were  better  thatched;  they  had  some  furniture  in  them;  they  were 
better  clad ; they  had  some  money  laid  by.  The  children  were  well  clad ; the  small  farmer 
had  some  stock  on  his  ground;  from  one  cow  up  to  five  or  ten;  they  had  more  or  less  of 
potatoes  in  store ; there  was  some  stock  of  oats  in  the  country ; some  gains  were  obtained 
from  the  public  works,  however  improvidently  conducted,  generally  speaking. 

The  potato  lands  have  not  been  cultivated ; oats  (except  in  some  instances  where  the  seed 
was  advanced  to  the  farmer)  are  little  sown. 

In  the  present  year  the  houses  are  miserably,  if  at  all,  thatched ; the  furniture  has  been  sold 
for  food;  the  clothing  is  in  rags;  all  little  hoards  of  money  have  been  exhausted;  the  cattle 
have  been  sold,  whether  for  rent,  provision,  or  taxes;  fishing,  which  generally  supplied  a large 
portion  of  food,  has  been  unproductive  from  the  unexampled  severity  of  the  weather. 

People  are  making  extraordinary  efforts  to  restore  potato  culture;  never  before  has  there 
been  so  much  sea  manure  collected  at  this  season;  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  poor 
people  may  be  enabled  to  apply  it  to  seed  for  the  ensuing  year ; many  a poor  man  would  forego 
a meal  in  the  day  to  spare  a little  seed. 

There  is  very  little  employment  from  independent  sources,  except,  what,  the  proprietor  may 
apply.  The  people  are  greatly  less  able  to  work  in  1S48  than  in  1847  ; honest  laborious  men 
have  continued  to  struggle  on  in  their  enfeebled  state,  until  they  have  fallen  over  their  spades 
in  exhaustion,  even  in  the  lightest  description  of  labour. 

There  are  above  700  persons  in  the  parish  of  Valencia  in  extreme  want;  another  class 
comes  after  these,  who  are  now  a little  less  in  want,  of  these  not  one-sixth  hold  laud  under  the 
proprietors. 

M.  Fitzgerald,  Knight  of  Kerry. 

January  29,  1848. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  W.  M.  Somerville,  Bart. 

&c.  Sfc.  §-c. 


Colonel  Clarke’s  Observations  on  the  foregoing. 

The  comparative  state  of  the  people  as  drawn  by  the  Knight  of  Kerry 
is  unfortunately  too  true,  and  is  equally  applicable  to  the  whole  of  this  Union, 
and,  I believe,  every  other  in  the  south  and  west  of  Ireland  ; but  the  Knight’s 
observations  refer  principally  to  the  class  of  persons  who  cannot  be  relieved 
under  the  P oor  Law  ; and  though  one-sixth  of  the  destitute  persons  may  not 
hold  land  directly  from  the  proprietor,  fully  one-half  of  the  remainder  hold  as 
sub-tenants,  and  appear  on  the  rate-books.  At  the  same  time  advantage  has  not 
been  taken  of  the  means  of  relief  at  command ; and  the  people  profess  that 
their  attachment  to  the  island,  of  which  the  Knight  is  the  lord,  is  so  intense, 
that  they  prefer  a lingering  death  by  starvation,  to  crossing  a ferry  of  one-third 
of  a mile  (which  they  do  daily  on  the  most  ordinary  occasions)  and  go  into  the 
workhouse. 

Everything  possible  under  the  Poor  Law  has  been  done  for  Valencia ; a 
separate  relieving  officer  has  been  appointed  on  the  Knight’s  own  nomination  ; 
every  name  he  had  on  his  list,  approved  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  food  issued 
to  him'  for  their  support.  In  addition  to  this,  460  children  are  fed  daily  in  the 
schools,  which  is  a greater  proportion  than  in  any  other  electoral  division ; at 
the  same  time  200  labourers  are  constantly  employed  on  drainage  and  the  slate 
mines. 

W.  A.  C. 

February  9,  184S. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington  -.—February  15,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  beg  to  return  the  enclosed  papers,  referred  to  them 
on  the  3rd  instant,  in  which  the  Knight  of  Kerry  draws  attention  to  the  present 
State  of  the  poorer  classes  on  the  island  of  Valencia,  as  contrasted  with  their 
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Cahirciveen  Union,  condition  at  the  beginning  of  1847,  and  the  extreme  want  to  which  a large 
number  of  them  are  now  reduced. 

The  Commissioners  annex  a copy  of  the  observations  made  on  these  papers 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clarke,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  resident  in  the 
Union. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  5,  1848. 

I have  much  gratification  in  being  able  to  report  to  you  that  I do  not 
yet  feel  myself  called  upon  to  recommend  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied. 
To  avoid  this  has  been  the  more  difficult  on  account  of  it  having  been  resorted 
to  in  the  adjoining  Unions ; but  I have  impressed  so  strongly  on  the  rate-payers 
that  such  a measure  would  press  most  heavily  upon  them,  that  I believe  a 
healthy  spirit  has  been  roused,  and  that  there  will  not  be  that  wholesale  trade 
of  imposition  practised  which  prevailed  during  the  last  and  preceding  years : 
at  the  same  time  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  much  distress  and  misery 
amongst  the  small  landholders,  who  will  not  give  up  possession ; and  it  is  this 
class  that  is  alluded  to  in  the  various  representations  made  respecting  the  island 
of  Valencia. 

The  number  now  receiving  in-door  relief  exceeds  1 200.  There  are  200  female 
children  lodged  in  two  convenient  houses  close  to  the  town  (but  separated  by  a 
branch  of  the  harbour),  where  they  sleep  and  are  fed  under  the  care  of  a super- 
intendent and  the  schoolmistress.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  workhouse 
a house  is  appropriated  solely  for  nurses  and  infants  : this  is  a great  relief  to 
the  workhouse,  as  this  class  is  always  most  difficult  of  management.  About 
350  men  and  boys  occupy  other  houses  near  the  workhouse  as  dormitories 
only.  By  these  means  the  Vice-Guardians  have  been  able  to  treble  the  in-door 
relief ; and  as  soon  as  the  sheds  shall  be  made  habitable,  120  more  may  be 
admitted. 


The  great  evil  is  the  want  of  clothing.  I had  made  arrangements  for  the 
immediate  supply  of  300  suits ; but  it  appears  the  contract  had  expired,  and  the 
Guardians  did  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  sanction  what  I had  done,  but 
have  advertised  for  tenders.  I am  sorry  for  this  delay,  but  believe  they  have 
acted  in  strict  accordance  with  your  instructions. 

Somewhat  more  than  one-third  of  the  3s.  rate  has  been  collected,  and  many 
of  the  highest  rate-payers  have  promised  payment  immediately  after  the  fair, 
which  takes  place  next  week. 

An  application  has  been  made  by  the  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  of  Glen- 
beigh  for  a medical  officer,  recommending  the  appointment  of  his  brother.  It 
appeared  to  me  very  objectionable  to  place  the  whole  operations  of  relief  under 
the  control  of  one  family, — the  one  brother  having  the  entire  patronage  of  four 
National  schools,  in  which  740  children  are  fed,  another  being  the  relieving 
officer  ; and  it  was  not  shown  satisfactorily  that  sickness  to  any  extraordinary 
extent  was  prevalent.  The  Vice-Guardians  did  not,  therefore,  feel  themselves 
under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  you  under  the  5th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor 
fteuel  Lxtension  Act,  which  was  communicated  to  the  reverend  gentleman,  on 
which  he  wrote  to  the  Vice-Guardians  saying  that  the  people  were  dying  almost 
ally  of  disease  and  starvation;  and  though  he  felt  bound  in  conscience  to 
mention  these  things  that,  of  course, , the  Guardians  would  not  notice  them.  I 
had  the  relieving  officer  before  me  on  Thursday,  when  one  of  the  clergy  of 
this  parish  and  many  other  persons  were  present,  and  examined  him  closely  as 
towhetherany  person  had  died  during  the  last  three  weeks,  after  applying  to 
j1  r,or  r^. le  » • 1 so>  had  he  refused  relief,  and  on  what  grounds ; and  whether 
the  Guardians  had  supplied  him  with  the  means  of  relieving  all  cases  of  sudden 
mei0ency.  e ully  admitted  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  any  such  cases, 
that  he  must  have  known  of  them  had  they  occurred,  and  that  he  had  money 
at  command.  I was  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  giving  so  complete  a negatives 
a grave  charge,  affecting  not  only  my  own  character,  but  that  of  gentlemen 
Tcientious™ °eaSmS  “ the“  ™deaTours  to  perform  their  arduous  duties  con- 

The  rate-payers  generaHy  are  very  desirous  that  relieving  officers  should  be 
appointed  tor  each  electoral  division.  I think  this  might  be  done  as  a tem- 
porary measure  under  the  present  pressure.  The  electoral  divisions  of  Caher 
anu  Kiliinane  are  at  present  combined ; the  population  is  about  10,000  and  the 
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area  46,000  acres,  embracing;  the  most  destitute  part  of  the  Union ; and  though  Caliirciveen  Union. 

I recommended  Prior  and  Killemanagh  to  be  united,  which,  in  appearance  on 

the  map,  form  a very  compact  district,  I find  the  communication  is  intercepted 

by  a range  of  mountains,  is  always  difficult,  and  often  impracticable.  I think 

it  would,  therefore,  be  desirable  to  appoint  temporary  relieving  officers  for 

Killinane  and  Prior. 

I have  great  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  master  and 
matron  of  the  workhouse  have  conducted  their  duties  under  no  ordinary  diffi- 
culties. The  house  is  kept  beautifully  clean  throughout,  and,  comparatively 
speaking,  there  are  few  disorderly  or  refractory  cases.  I felt  it  so  necessary  to 
make  a prompt  example  of  any  that  might  arise,  that  last  week  I had  three 
tailors  brought  before  the  Court  of  Petty  Sessions  for  refusing  to  work,  who 
were  sentenced  to  a month’s  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour. 

The  deaths  in  the  infirmary  have  been  few — the  last  week  only  nine.  I am 
informed  that  at  this  period  of  last  year  from  20  to  30  died  weekly,  when  the 
inmates  of  the  house  only  averaged  about  350.  I think,  considering  the  cha- 
racter of  extreme  destitution  which  has  always  been  attached  to  this  Union, 
that  the  facts  of  no  out-door  relief  having  been  required  until  within  the  last 
fortnight,  and  that  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  is  not  yet  absolutely 
necessary,  show  that  the  benefits  I anticipated  from  the  dissolution  of  the  late 
Board  of  Guardians,  were  not  overrated. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — February  8,  IS 48. 

The  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  take  into  their  consideration  the 
reconstruction  of  the  relief  districts,  as  you  suggest. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  commu- 
nicate on  the  subject  with  the  Vice-Guardians,  in  order  that  they  may  record 
on  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings  at  their  next  meeting,  the  arrangement 
which  they  may  propose  to  make. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners: — February  10,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  that  at  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the 
Vice-Guardians,  which  took  place  this  day,  tenders  were  put  in  for  the  supply 
of  clothing  and  bedding,  which  will  relieve  the  most  pressing  necessity. 

The  clerk  of  works  has  arrived,  and  will  proceed  immediately  to  make 
the  temporary  sheds  habitable,  and  erect  the  boundary  wall.  It  is  desirable 
that  I should  know  the  exact  sum  that  remains  from  the  building  loan,  in  order 
to  regulate  the  expenditure  accordingly. 

I am  gratified  in  being  able  to  state  that  there  is  a manifest  improvement  in 
the  appearance  of  the  paupers  generally,  and  most  particularly  with  the 
children ; and  when  they  shall  be  clothed  it  will  make  a very  great  improve- 
ment in  their  condition.  There  was  this  day  1241  in  the  workhouse  and 
auxiliary  buildings ; of  these,  155  were  in  hospital,  not  a very  great  proportion, 
considering  the  condition  of  those  who  came  into  the  house.  Deaths  are  very 
few,  and  from  what  I can  learn,  malignant  disease  was  never  less  known  in 
this  part  of  the  country. 

There  is  much  importunity  for  relief  by  those  who  will  not  go  into  the 
workhouse ; but  there  is  no  turbulence  nor  disorder,  and  I believe  the  deter- 
mined attitude  assumed  by  the  Guardians  has  been  mainly  instrumental  in 
producing  that  effect.  About  6000  individuals,  including  those  in  thfe  schools, 
are  now  fed  with  the  greatest  order  and  regularity ; and  I believe  few  now 
remain  who  can  be  relieved  under  the  Poor  Law ; but  the  lists  will  increase 
weekly  by  the  addition  of  those  whom  circumstances  will  oblige  to  give  up 
their  land. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners: — February  18,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th 
instant,  enclosing  certain  regulations  adopted  by  the  Vice- Guardians  of  the 
Ballina  Union,  for  the  employment  of  able-bodied  paupers  receiving  out-door 
relief.  ' 

4 Y 
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Cahirciveen  Union.  j g[ven  my  attention  to  the  subject,  and  was  prepared  to  lay  before  the 
Vice-Guardians  some  suggestions  not  differing  materially  from  those  under 
consideration.  It  is  well  known  throughout  the  Union  that  labour  will  be 
exacted  from  those  receiving  relief,  either  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse  ; and  the 
applications  from  the  able-bodied  are  comparatively  few  ; and  as  there  will  be 
additional  room  in  the  workhouse  by  the  completion  of  the  sheds,  out-door 
relief  to  that  class  is  not  yet  required. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners: — February  19,  1848. 

In  my  report  to  you  of  the  5th  instant,  I had  the  honour  to  bring  under 
your  notice  the  subject  of  a letter  from  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergyman  of 
Glenbeigh  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  stating  that  the  people  were  dying  almost 
daily  of  disease  and  starvation.  I transmit  herewith  a return  made  by  the 
relieving  officer,  by  which  it  appears  that  only  one  person  died  who  had  made 
any  application  for  relief,  and  that,  before  the  Vice-Guardians  had  commenced 
their  duties. 

Enclosure. 

Deaths  within  the  Electoral  Division  of  Glenbeigh  during  the  three  weeks  ending  the 
3rd  February,  1848. 

January  22nd. — Margaret  Shea.  40,  single,  of  influenza;  lived  with  her  father  at  Ballina- 
killa,  who  has  the  grass  of  one  cow  ; did  not  apply  for  relief.  • 

January  30th. — Mary,  wife  of  Owen  Sullivan,  of  Curra,  of  influenza;  held  no  land  ; aged 
60  years;  applied  for  relief  before  the  1st  January. 

January  17th. — Julia  Griffin,  SO,  widow,  died  of  old  age  at  Ballinakilla ; lived  with  her 
daughter,  who  has  four  cows;  did  not  apply  for  relief. 

February  1st. — Catherine  Keane,  80,  widow,  of  old  age  ; lived  with  her  son  Simon  ; had 
no  land ; did  not  apply  for  relief. 

January  6th. — Mary,  daughter  of  Michael  Riordan,  at  Coolnahorigal,  aged  10 ; died  of 
chin-cough ; did  not  apply  for  relief. 

January  22nd. — Mary,  wife  of  John  Griffin,  of  Reenuligaun,  of  fever;  held  no  land;  aged 
32  ; did  not  apply  for  relief. 

January  20th. — Margaret  Shea,  55,  wife  to  Tom  Shea,  of  Curriheen,  of  fever;  held  a small 
portion  of  land ; made'  no  application  for  relief. 

January  15th. — Joyce,  wife  of  John  Naughten,  of  Curriheen,  aged  65;  died  of  old  age; 
held  no  land ; did  not  apply  for  relief. 

Daniel  Murphy,  42,  single,  died  of  inflammation  in  the  bowels;  lived  at  C urriheen ; held 
no  land ; did  not  apply  for  relief. 

Killorglin. 

February  4th. — Michael  Brennan,  18,  single,  at  Knocknaboulla,  of  small-pock,  at  the  house 
of  his  mother,  a poor  woman  without  land ; applied  for  relief,  and  was  admitted  into  the 
workhouse  a short  time  before. 

Signed  by  me. 

Dated  this  10 tk  day  of  February,  1848.  John  Enright,  Relieving  Officer. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  : — February. 26,  1848. 

On  maturely  considering  the  circumstances  of  this  Union  I cannot  hut 
arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  the  aid  of  the 
British  Relief  Association  has  become  absolutely  necessary. 

The  various  reports  1 have  had  the  honour  to  make  to  you,  have  put  you  in 
complete  possession  of  every  particular  connected  with  the  administration  of ' 
the  Poor  Law  since  my  appointment  as  your  Temporary  Inspector.  When  I 
arrived,  I found  the  Union  deeply  involved  in  debt ; credit  at  an  end ; and  the 
workhouse  without  clothing  for  the  inmates,  and  devoid  of  every  necessary. 
By  the  unceasing  efforts  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  all  these  evils  have  been 
greatly  mitigated,  and  the  in-door  accommodation  increased  from  400  to  1,200. 
Debts  of  old  standing  nearly  all  paid  off — credit  restored ; and  I believe,  a 
more  healthy  spirit  of  self-dependence  engendered  'in  the  country  ; hut  unless 
the  Vice-Guardians  be  enabled  to- maintain  this  position,  a retrograde  move- 
ment must  take  place ; and  at  the  expiration  of  my  period  of  service,  I should 
have  the  mortification  ol  leaving  the  Union  in  as  bad  if  not  worse  state  than  I 
found  it. 

The  present  rate  will  be  mostly  collected,  and  the  most  energetic  measures 
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are  now  in  progress  to  enforce  payment  from  those  who  are  holding  back ; but  Cahirciveen  Union. 

it  must  be  considered  that  to  provide  clothing  and  necessaries  for  the  great  

additional  number  of  in-door  paupers,  and  to  pay  off  incumbrances,  will  absorb 
almost  to  the  last  penny ; and  it  is  my  honest  conviction  that  the  country  is  not 
able  to  bear  any  additional  taxation  at  the  present  time.  I would  therefore 
suggest  that  your  recommendation  of  this  Union  to  the  British  Relief  Asso- 
ciation for  immediate  consideration,  is  highly  important. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  4,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  requesting  a list  of  immediate  lessors  who  have  not  paid  their  rates,  and  a 
special  report  on  certain  points  connected  with  the  collection  of  rates  and  the 
condition  of  the  people. 

I have  called  upon  the  collectors  for  a return  of  immediate  lessors  who  have  not 
paid,  and  I have  reason  to  believe  there  will  be  very  few  cases  in  which  it  will  be 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  legal  proceedings. 

The  actual  amount  of  rates  collected  since  my  appointment  to  the  present  time  is 
about  2400/.,  being  somewhat  more  than  2s.  in  the  pound ; but  this  sum  embraces 
part  of  a Is.  rate  which  was  struck  in  July  last,  and  the  3s.  rate  now  in  course  of 
collection,  of  which  about  1400/.  is  still  unpaid. 

The  obstacles  to  the  rate  being  collected  arise  from  various  causes  : — the  first 
and  most  prominent  is  the  general  impoverishment  of  the  people  by  the  failure  of 
the  potato,  it  being  the  only  produce  of  the  country  ; corn  of  any  description  being 
almost  unknown  Grazing  for  one  or  two  cows,  with  a potato  garden,  is  the 
usual  holding ; the  butter  pays  the  rent,  while  the  skimmed  milk  and  potatoes 
form  the  only  diet  known.  To  elucidate  more  clearly  the  class  of  persons  who 
form  the  bulk  of  the  population  of  the  Union,  I will  take  an  electoral  division, 
which  is  not  the  most  destitute,  and  show  an  analysis  of  the  holdings,  of  which 
there  appears  804  rated  to  the  Poor  Law : — 


438 

are  valued  under 

£4 

287 

over  £4  and  under 

10 

52 

„ io 

15 

14 

„ 15 

20 

10 

„ 20 

25 

2 

„ 25 

30 

1 

the  highest  and  only  tenant  rate- 

804 

payer  over  30/.  . 

47 

'This  will  represent  about  4000  individuals  subsisting  on  the  land,  and  as  the 
population  is  about  5250,  1250  are  without  any  support  whatever.  This  in  itself 
shows  a state  of  pauperism  scarcely  to  be  imagined  in  a civilized  country,  and  it  is 
surprising  how  the  majority  of  these  persons  have  contrived  to  pay  4s.  in  the 
pound,  in  addition  to  county  cess,  amounting  in  some  instances  to  Is.  9 d.  more, 
since  July  last. 

The  extreme  poverty  of  the  tenantry  naturally  affects  the  proprietors.  I believe 
the  rents  are  generally  two  years  in  arrear,  and  in  many  instances  much  more.  I 
have  knowledge  of  gentlemen  in  this  Union  who  would  make  any  sacrifice  rather 
than  have  their  names  brought  forward  as  defaulters ; and  yet  are  unable  to  meet 
the  full  amount  of  their  present  rates. 

I do  not  think  there  is  negligence  or  dishonesty  in  the  collectors,  but  it  is  easy  to 
imagine  that  men  in  their  class  of  life  feel  diffidence  in  approaching  their  superiors, 
probably  their  landlords,  to  demand  money ; but  I believe  the  rate  will  be  mostly 
collected,  and  the  defaulters,  with  very  few  exceptions,  be  those  who  are  really 
unable  to  pay. 

In  consequence  of  the  people  not  having  tilled  their  land  but  to  a very  limited 
extent  for  want  of  seed,  potatoes  are  now  as  scarce  and  dear  as  at  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year ; and  this  being  purely  a pastoral  country,  there  is  no  absorption 
of  labour  for  money  wages,  by  which  other  food  might  be  procured ; therefore  the 
small  farmers  have  been  obliged  to  sell  their  milch  cows,  upon  which  they  should 
depend,  for  their  next  payment  of  rent.  There  can  be  no  stronger  proof  than  this 
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Cabirciveen  Union,  0f  the  exhaustion  of  means;  and  the  representation  of  the  Knight  of  Kerry,  upon 
which  I submitted  some  observations  under  date  of  the  9th  ultimo,  most  feelingly 
points  out  the  actual  state  of  destitution  of  the  people  generally. 

I considered  my  appointment  to  this  Union  to  embrace  a two-fold  duty  : — in  the 
first  place  to  see  that  the  laws  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  were  carried  out  in  their  fullest 
integrity ; and  in  the  second,  to  produce  a moral  revolution  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  by  convincing  them  that  their  well-being  depended  upon  their  own  industry 
and  exertions,  and  not  in  becoming  craving  recipients  of  food,  wrung  from  the 
means  of  those  scarcely  better  off  than  themselves.  Had  I arrived  here  in  ordinary 
times,  and  found  the  Union  clear  of  incumbrances,  I could  have  pledged  myself  to 
success  in  both  those  objects,  and  even  now  I perceive  signs  of  a more  healthy  state 
of  feeling  than  has  prevailed ; but  if  additional  taxation  be  now  imposed,  the 
people  will  sink  in  despair,  become  reckless  of  consequences,  and  the  country  be 
in  a worse  state  than  ever  : and  this  feeling  would  be  greatly  aggravated  by  the 
fact  of  the  Union  having  been  selected  as  one  to  receive  aid,  provided  every  exertion 
were  made ; and  I believe  but  for  that  expectation,  the  present  rate  could  not  have 
been  collected,  and  that  in  place  of  active  industry  now  displayed  in  cultivating 
the  ground,  the  mass  of  the  people  would  have  given  up  possession  and  thrown 
themselves  on  the  Poor  Law  for  support. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  8,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  thanks  for  your  report. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to 
the  British  Association  for  an  advance  of  200Z.  to  assist  the  Vice-Guardians  in 
providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  6,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2nd 
instant,  requesting  my  opinion  as  to  how  far  it  may  be  desirable  to  suspend,  on 
the  18th  instant,  all  orders  under  the  second  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Extension  Act. 

As  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  has  not  yet  been  found  necessary  in  this 
Union,  the  question  is,  whether  it  may  not  yet  become  unavoidable.  If  1 xtere  to 
be  guided  by  the  relief  lists  of  last  year,  and  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  labour 
being  required,  and  that  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June  are  those  in  which 
distress  is  most  severely  felt  in  this  country,  I should  be  forced  to  the  conviction 
that  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  will  become  a necessity ; but  every  day’s 
observation  the  more  strongly  convinces  me  that  the  greatest  imposition  was  prac- 
tised under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act;  and  300  persons  of  that  class  having 
discharged  themselves  from  the  workhouse  during  the  last  three  weeks,  induces  me 
to  hope  it  may  be  done  without. 

I have  now  about  3600  children  attending  public  schools  who  are  fed  daily  : this 
will  be  increased  200  in  a few  days ; and  I have  made  the  system  of  the  Count 
Strzelecki  instrumental  in  establishing  three  additional  schools  in  districts  where 
education  had  been  totally  neglected,  and  is  re-opening  a National  school  that  had 
been  abandoned.  Taking  these,  with  about  4000  widows,  orphans,  and  impotent 
persons  receiving  out-door  relief  and  1200  in  the  workhouse,  making  a total  of 
yi  UO,  it  forms  a very  large  proportion  of  the  entire  population,  and  ought  to  be 
fully  equal  to  the  real  wants  of  the  Union. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners* — March  II,  1848. 

I AM  sorry  to  have  to  report  to  you  that  a spirit  of  insubordination  has 
broken  out  amongst  the  able-bodied  male  paupers  in  the  Union  workhouse.  On 
1 hursday  they  combined  in  a determination-  ndt  to  work  unless  they  were  paid  for 
so  doing  by  additional  food.  I had  about  30  of  the  most  refractory  brought  before 
me,  and  was  met  by  open  defiance.  I'  was  apprehensive  that  they  would  have 
proceeded  to  violence,  and  sent  the  master  to  the  nearest  magistrate  to  acquaint 
him  with  what  was  going  forward,  and  to  request  the  aid- of  the  police; 'but 
Dr.  Barry  was  from  home,  and  chief-constable  Perry,  commanding  the  police 
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force  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  refused  to  give  any  assistance  without  the 
order  of  a magistrate.  This  state  of  things  continued  all  yesterday;  but  this 
morning,  Dr.  Barry  having  returned,  I have  had  informations  sworn  against  seven 
of  the  ringleaders,  who  will  be  lodged  in  the  Bridewell  this  night. 

It  is  unpleasant  being  exposed  to  the  attack  of  such  ruffians  without  any  protec- 
tion, and  it  may  be  worthy  of  consideration  if  the  Vice-Guardians  should  not  be 
put  in  the  commission  of  the  peace.  I have  been  consulted  by  some  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  country  as  to  whether  an  appointment  to  the  magistracy  would  be 
pleasing  to  me ; but  I have  objected  to  any  application  being  made,  as  I know 
every  unpleasant  duty  would  be  thrown  entirely  on  myself. 

Mr.  Power  informed  me  yesterday  that  the  most  urgent  and  pressing  private 
affairs  required  him  to  be  absent  from  the  Union  for  a few  days.  I informed  him 
that  I had  no  power  to  grant  leave  of  absence,  and  that  if  he  went  it  would  be 
entirely  on  his  own  responsibility.  I believe  nothing  short  of  the  most  absolute 
necessity  would  have  induced  him  to  absent  himself  at  this  particular  time.  Should 
lie  not  return  before  the  next  Board-day  I will  make  a special  report  to  you  on 
the  subject. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  15,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  attention  of  Government  has  been  drawn  to 
your  communication  with  reference  to  the  case  of  insubordination  in  the  work- 
house,  and  the  want  of  protection  for  the  workhouse  officers. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  1,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  I have  received  a communication 
from  the  Count  Strzelecki,  on  the  part  of  the  British  Relief  Association,  informing 
me  that  the  demands  upon  their  funds  are  so  heavy  as  to  oblige  them  to  limit  the 
period  of  affording  relief  to  the  30th  June,  and  requesting  my  opinion  as  to  the 
most  eligible  mode  of  bringing  operations  to  a close.  I have  been  obliged,  in  my 
reply,  to  enter  rather  largely  on  the  present  state  and  future  prospects  of  the  Union, 
and  as  it  embodies  most  of  those  points  I was  about  to  bring  under  your  considera- 
tion, I do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting  a copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Count. 

I have  endeavoured  to  collect  the  materials  required  for  the  return  referred  to  in 
your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo ; but  I find  the  clerk  has  kept  no  account  whatever 
of  salaries  or  liabilities,  and  I am  convinced  that  every  return  he  has  furnished 
connected  with  finance  is  fictitious.  I shall  sit  with  him  daily  until  every  account 
is  brought  into  a state  of  regularity  and  the  returns  completed. 

With  respect  to  the  renewal  of  your  sealed  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to 
widows  with  one  child  and  orphans,  I should  not  consider  it  necessary,  blit  that 
our  in-door  accommodation  will  be  contracted,  as  one  of  the  temporary  sheds  will 
be  occupied  as  an  infirmary  until  the  works  now  in  progress  shall  be  completed. 
1 t is,  therefore,  desirable  that  it  should  be  renewed  for  two  months. 

Enclosure. 

Colonel  Clarke  to  Count  Strzelecki  : — April  1,  184S. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  which 
has  received  my  most  serious  attention.  I was  apprehensive  that  the  pressure  on  the  funds  oi' 
the  British  Relief  Association  would  be  such  as  to  exhaust  them  before  the  time  when  the 
forthcoming  crops  would  become  available. 

It  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  the  small  number  of  persons  in  this  Union  on  the  relief  lists,  as 
compared  with  last  year  and  other  Unions,  that  extreme  poverty  and  destitution  does  not  exist; 
on  the  contrary,  I believe  there  is  no  Union  in  Ireland  where  it  is  more  universal.  On  exa- 
mining the  accompanying  analysis  of  the  rate  books,  it  will  be  seen  that  only  eight  persons 
hold  land  and  tenements,  valued  at  more  than  50 1.  per  annum,  and  only  22  above  30/.  The 
highest  rate-payer  in  the  Union  is  valued  at  30/.,  which  comprises  a salmon  fishery;  while  the 
average  proportional  valuation  is  only  14.?.  4 %d.  to  each  individual. 

Under  such  a state,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  rates  can  be  collected  from  persons  who 
are  scarcely  removed  from  absolute  pauperism  themselves;  for  it  is  universally  admitted  that 
there  is  not  a farmer’s  family  in  the  Union  so  well  fed  and  clothed  as  the  inmates  of  the  work- 
house, and  but  for  the  quarter-acre  clause,  I believe  that  four-fifths  of  the  entire  population 
would  have  been  on  the  relief  lists.  ' 

At  a moderate  calculation,  the  expense  of  maintenance  of  paupers  to  the  29th  September 
next  will  be  about  4000/. ; this  is  exclusive  of  establishment  charges.  The  amount  to  be  col- 
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Cahirciveen  Union,  lected  of  the  current  rate,  with  the  small  balance  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  will  about  discharge 
present  liabilities ; and  the  question  remains,  how  this  4000Z.  is  to  be  raised,  and  it  has  caused 
me  much  anxious  thought.  Looking  to  the  circumstances  of  the  people,  I know  that  a rate 
struck  at  the  present  time  would  be  unproductive,  and  ruinous  in  those  cases  where  it  mi  edit  be 
enforced.  In  agricultural  districts  the  growing  crop  cannot  be  seized  ; but  here  the  growing 
crop  is  the  cow,  on  the  produce  of  which  a man  depends  for  the  payment  of  his  rent  and  (ceding 
his  children,  and  if  he  be  deprived  of  it,  as  he  might  and  would  be,  he  at  once  becomes  a per- 
manent pauper. 

I almost  fear  that  my  not  having  been  an  urgent  claimant  on  the  funds  of  the  Association 
may  induce  the  belief  that  the  Union  did  not  require  extensive,  aid;  but  my  object  has  been  to 
carry  out  the  Poor  Law  in  its  utmost  integrity,  and  to  found  a claim  for  assistance  on  showing 
honesty  of  administration,  and  that  the  country,  after  making  every  exertion,  is  not  able  to  bear 
any  additional  burthen  at  the  present  time.  In  proof  of  the  latter,  1 have  only  to  slate  that 
within  the  last,  nine  months  poor-rates  and  county  cess,  to  the  amount  of  5.?.  9 d.  in  the  pound, 
have  been  collected,  and  to  meet  the  expenditure  up  to  September  next.,  it  will  require  4s.  in 
addition.  If  I am  enabled  to  find  food  for  the  destitute  until  that  time,  I should  entertain  the 
hope  of  more  prosperous  times  than  have  ever  been  known  in  this  Union.  The  fearful  calamity 
of  nearly  iwo  years’  famine  has  not  been  an  uninstructive  lesson,  and  I perceive  a healthy  spirit 
of  industry  and  exertion  springing  up,  which  cannot  fail  to  produce  a beneficial  effect  on  the 
minds  and  habits  of  the  people.  I have  never  desponded;  I have  relied  greatly  on  the  natural 
elasticity  of  the  Irish  character,  and  if  the  germ  of  future  prosperity  should  first  take  root  in 
this  remote  spot,  I shall  consider  my  having  been  connected  with  it  the  most  gratifying  event 
in  my  public  career. 

I have  given  the  subject  of  reducing  the  number  of  rations  to  the  schools  due  consideration, 
and  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  intimated  that,  as  a general  principle,  20  per  cent,  would  be 
struck  off  the  ration  lists  on  the  30th  April,  to  be  followed  by  another  20  per  cent,  on 
28th  May,  and  that  the  period  of  the  final  close  would  depend  upon  your  instructions ; but  that 
I thought  it  would  not  extend  beyond  the  30th  June.  I am  of  opinion  that  this  arrangement 
is  preferable  to  making  a clear  sweep  at  anyone  time,  as  seeing  the  number  gradually  reduced 
prepares  the  minds  of  those  that  remain  ; and  I believe  this  is  the  view  generally  understood 
on  the  subject. 


Analysis  of  Rate  Books,  classifying  the  Ratepayers  according  to  Amount  of  Poor  Law 
Valuation. 


Cahir  . . 

Kilti, lane  . 
Valencia 
Kellemelaugh 
Prior  . . 

Dromod . 
Glenbeiirh  . 
Glen  car  . . 

Kilturglin  . 


649  351  45 

352  228  25 

385  95  1G 

223  175  30 

231  191  41 

437  287  52 
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in  statute  acres. 

4 1 

1,064 

6,315 

623 

3,569 

2,920 

436 

2,728 

11,857 

3,323 

11,798 

5,247 

50,702 

531 

3,011 

153 

1,039 

290 

2,686 

12,925 

22  8 | 

4,888 

30,888 

178,348  2 

Total  of  Net  Proportion 
Annual  Value  of  Valua- 
of  Holdings  tion  to  each 
under  502.  Individual. 


|2,895  |l,577  |261  | 70  j 43  20  j 22  s|  4,888  30,888  |l78,348  22,255  0 0 J4  4| 

Cahirciveen , April  I,  1848.  Txr  . " 

r William  A.  Clarke. 

Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — April  5,  1848. 

door  relief  order  adrertetfto^in  £ ^ the  °Ut‘ 

assure  y°“  that  they  appreciate  the  value  of  your  services, 

from  Cahirciveen^ TTnhf  f T abaeilCe  of  demands  for  pecuniary  assistance 

When  T “ Umon.to1the  which  has  been  adopted  by  you 

uJ™  ?he  Comub.^  f ”eCeSSi‘y  f°r  further  extraneous^ assistance  to  the 

sub  eS  fccoriZTas T.  , y ™ y°ur  formally  reporting  to  them  again  on  the 

funds  of  the  British  Ac  y f-rC  convlIlcec  that  you  will  not  request  aid  from  the 
tunds  ot  the  British  Association  prematurely  or  unreasonably. 

Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  :■ — April  5,  1848. 

returned'on'1^  t*°  - 0m  °t  the  1st  instant,  respecting  the  verdict 

hiffli  road  I have  theT*  In5uast  on  the  body  of  Daniel  Brien,  found  dead  on  the 
district  in  which  the  cLumstancetoZ™^  "P“t  °f  ‘he  rdievi”g  °ffiCe‘'  °f 
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Enclosure. 

Mr.  Joy,  Relieving  Officer,  to  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Cahirciveen  Union-— 

April  4,  1848. 

„„„  ,wN  rply  10  communication  concerning  Daniel  Brien,  decease, 1,  I have  to  inform 
you  that  it  na>  proved  before  the  magistrates  who  attended  the  inquest,  that  he  was  from 
fuosist,  m the  Kenmare  Union  and  that  he  was  strolling  about  Killorglin  for  four  or  live 
days  that  he  belongs  to  the  Killarney  Union;  that  he  could  get  no  lodgings  there  • that  he 
stiolled  about  until  he  got  into  a house  in  my  district,  of  a man  of  the  name  of  Patrick  Robert 
who  treated  him  with  the  greatest  kindness,  and  procured  some  boiled  milk  for  him  ■ that  the 
following  day  he  left  Robert  s house,  and  was  found  dead  in  a field  on  the  lands  of  Amnadale 
In  short,  gentlemen,  he  was  only  a day  and  night  ill  my  district,  and  never  applied  to  me  for 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  11,  1 848. 


I AM  to  state  for  your  information  that 
forwarded  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland. 


copy  of  your  report  has  been 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  15,  1848. 

in  fi  a -THE  g°,od  e6i^-S  °fra  ?en.eraJ  system  of  regularity  are  already  perceptible 
in  the  impioved  condition  of  tne  m-door  paupers.  * ^ 

The  only  difficulty  the  Vice-Guardians  have  now  to  contend  with  is  the  want 
of  funds ; and  how  this  is  to  be  met  is  a matter  for  very  grave  consideration.  I 
hate  a list  of  defaulters  to  the  present  poor-rate  ; and  as  each  case  will  require 
investigation  in  order  to  decide  upon  ulterior  proceedings,  I have  deemed  it  best 
not  to  take  any  step  until  the  return  of  Mr.  Burchaell. 

The  defalcation  of  the  secretary  of  the  Tralee  savings'  bank  falls  very  heavy  on 
this  part  of  the  country,  and  will  form  the  ground  of  excuse  for  non-payment  of 
poor-rate,  even  by  those  who  were  not  depositors. 


Colonel  Clarke  to  the  Commissioners: — April  19,  1848. 

As  the  period  approaches  when  my  term  of  office  as  your  Temporary 
Inspector  will  expire,  I am  desirous  of  making  you  acquainted,  not  onlv  with  the 
present  state  of  this  Union,  but  as  to  the  probable  operation  of  the  Poor  Law  in 
the  time  to  come. 

The  various  reports  I have  had  the  honour  to  make  to  you  have  put  you  in  full 
possession  of  every  particular  as  to  the  state  in  which  I found  affairs  on  my  arrival 
and  the  measures  adopted  to  meet  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  and  pressure  of 
distress  existing  m the  Union.  These  measures  have  been  attended  with  more 
success  than  I could  have  anticipated ; a great  proportion  of  the  outstanding  debts 
have  been  discharged ; clothing  in  abundance  provided  for  the  workhouse  • the 
dietary  ot  the  paupers  improved  ; out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  not  required  - 
and  not  a single  authenticated  death  from  destitution.  I am  myself  surprised  at 
these  results,  particularly  when  I look  at  the  returns  from  other  Unions  in  this 
county  where  there  are  rich  proprietors,  with  extensive  farms  of  the  most  fertile 
“t™1  a proportionate  valuation  to  the  population  trebling  those  of  this  Union. 

This  is  a gratifying  picture,  but  must  not  be  mistaken  for  a sign  of  riches  or 
piospenty,  but  as  a proof  that  the  Vice-Guardians  and  relieving  officers  have  done 
their  duty,  and  that  the  poor  have  been  most  patient  and  forbearing  under  their 
privations.  ° 

There  never  could  have  been  a more  unpropitious  time  for  trying  a gigantic 
experiment  in  political  economy  than  that  when  the  present  law  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  came  into  operation  ; with  the  mass  of  the  people  demoralised  by  being 
gratuitously  and  almost  indiscriminately  fed  during  the  preceding  two  years,  the 
come  S °*  UC  1 mturally  clog  the  prosperous  working  of  the  law  for  years  to 


Could  this  Union  he  brought  back  to  its  nominal  state  before  the  failure  of  the 
potatoes,  the  expenditure  under  the  Poor  Law,  at  a fair  moderate  calculation, 
would  be  about  3200k  per  annum,  or  an  uniform  rate  on  the  Union  of  3s.  in  the 
pound  : this,  though  heavy  upon  so  poor  a district,  would  not  be  unsupportable. 
±>ut  circumstances  are  totally  changed ; there  are  upwards  of  3000  persons,'  of 


Cahirciveen  Union. 
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Cahirciveen  Union.  the  classes  entitled  to  out-door  relief  under  the  1st  section  of  tire  Irish  Poor  Relief 
— ' Extension  Act  who  may  now  he  considered  as  permanent  paupers.  These  were 
formerly  supported  hy  the  charity  of  their  neighbours  and  friends  ; but  the  dire 
necessities  of  famine  'have  frozen  up  those  kindly  feelings,  which  were  so  promi- 
nently conspicuous  in  the  character  of  the  Irish  peasantry ; and  the  knowledge 
that  they  are  entitled  to  relief  under  the  Poor  Law,  leaves  no  prospect  of  any 
reduction  of  this  number  but  by  the  death  of  the  aged  and  infirm,  and  the  growth 
of  children  into  adults.  . , ... 

This  consideration  naturally  leads  to  tile  question  as  to  tile  capability  of  the 
Union  to  bear  the  expense  of  supporting  such  a body  of  paupers.  By  a return  I 
had  the  honour  of  transmitting  you  on  the  Stli  instant,  it  appears  that,  even  sup- 
posing the  present  rate  to  he  collected  ill  full,  an  additional  sum  of  69801  is 
required  to  meet  the  expenditure  up  to  the  29th  September  next,  to  raise  which 
would  require  an  uniform  rate  of  upwards  of  6s.  in  the  pound,  lhe  collection  of 
such  a rate  upon  an  Union  where  only  40  ratepayers  hold  lands  or  tenements 
valued  at  more  than  301.  per  annum,  would  he  problematical  under  the  most  pros- 
perous circumstances ; and  at  the  present  time  I believe  that  to  strike  any  rate 
would  have  the  worst  possible  moral  - effect,  and  be  totally  unproductive.  I know 
that,  with  tile  exception  of  the  few  parties  who  will  be  proceeded  against,  a great 
effort  has  been  made,  not  only  to  pay  the  current  rate,  but  to  keep  impostors  off 
the  relief  lists,  and  that  the  workhouse  and  out-door  relief  can  only  be  sustained 
until  the  next  harvest  shall  become  available,  by  the  liberal  aid  of  the  Government 
and  tlie  British  Relief  Association. 

In  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  you  did  me  the  honour  of  expressing  your  con- 
viction that  I would  not  request  aid  prematurely  or  unreasonably.  I am  highly 
gratified  with  that  assurance,  and  it  emboldens  me  in  reiterating  my  conviction 
that  every  possible  exertion  has  been  made  by  the  Vice-Guardians  and  the  people, 
and  that  the  moment  has  now  arrived  when  the  promised  aid  may  be  legitimately 
demanded. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — April  26,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that,  whenever  the  current  rate  outstanding  in  the  Union, 
shall  be  sufficiently  reduced  to  leave  only  a moderate  amount  of  arrears  to  be 
carried  forward,  a new  rate  should  he  made,  although  not  put  into  collection  at 
once ; and  that  when  the  urgent  necessities  of  the  Union  may  require  advances 
from  the  British  Relief  Association,  the  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  recom- 
mend such  aid  to  be  given  on  applications  from  time  to  time. 
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Carrick-on-Shan- 
non Union. 


CARRICK-ON-SHANNON  UNION. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — January  31,  1848. 

tt  }•  Having  been  duly  invested  with  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
this  Union  by  your  sealed  order  of  the  26th  instant,  we  beg  now,  conformably 
to  your  communication  of  the  28th  instant,  to  present  a report  on  the  aspect  of 
the  Union,  and  our  proceedings. 

Rates. 

2.  It  appears  that  a rate  of  2 s.  lit/,  in  the  pound,  conjointly  for  the  purposes 
of  Temporary  Relief  Act,  and  ordinary  expenditure,  amounting  nominally  to 
11,920/.,  was  signed  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  on  27th  November  last. 
From  disappointments  in  procuring  collectors,  the  placing  of  the  rate  in  proper 
collection  has  been  delayed  up  to  the  present  time.  An  arrangement,  how- 
ever, existed  during  a part  of  the  current  month,  by  which  the  clerk  of  the 
Union  received  rates  paid  at  the  Board-room,  first  through  the  medium  of 
treasurer’s  receipts,  and  subsequently  in  cash;  a rebate  of  2 s.6d.  in  the  pound 
was  made  for  such  payments.  By  this  mode  of  collection  a sum  of  2, 1 12/.  has 
been  lodged  with  the  treasurer.  In  the  greater  number  of  the  divisions  we 
have  discovered  that  the  arrears  had  not  been  inserted  previous  to  the  signing 
of  the  rate,  and  in  some  their  introduction  is  unfinished  yet ; these  arrears,  as 
returned  in  the  collectors’  arrear  sheets,  differ  materially  from  the  actual  sums 
appearing  by  the  minutes  to  be  due  of  former  rates,  the  differences  being  unac- 
counted for  by  the  previous  collectors.  The  rate-books  in  no  instance  express 
the  chargeability  of  the  immediate  lessor  by  name,  but  merely  by  the  words 
‘c  immediate  lessor  and  in  all  cases  where  the  rate  is  so  entered,  the  names  of 
occupiers  are  altogether  omitted,  rendering  the  description  of  the  person  liable 
for  the  rate  extremely  vague,  and  identification  hereafter  by  the  collector 
possibly  attended  with  difficulty.  The  returns  made  up  by  the  clerk,  of  which 
copies  are  transmitted  to  you,  show  the  rate  and  arrears  amount  to  11,920/.; 
but  in  reality  when  the  rate-books  are  made  up,  from  the  defalcation  in  the 
arrears,  the  total  will  be  considerably  short  of  that  sum. 

3.  With  reference  to  the  difficulty  connected  with  the  rates,  we  have  already 
addressed  a letter  to  you,  in  which  we  suggest  a resignature  of  the  books  by  us 
as  paid  officers,  if  that  be  practicable,  so  as  to  ensure  the  legality  of  a proceed- 
ing of  such  vital  importance  as  the  making  of  a rate ; and  the  probability  of 
appeals  renders  it  more  than  ever  a matter  of  the  utmost  necessity,  that  a rate 
should  be  able  to  stand  the  test  of  legal  investigation.  We  have  urged  the 
clerks  to  greater  diligence  in  finishing  the  books,  so  that  they  soon  will  be  in  a 
completed  state. 

Rate  Collectors. 

4.  The  services  of  four  persons,  Messrs.  Scott,  Fitzgerald,  Shaw,  and 
M'Cullogh,  from  distant  parts  of  the  country,  have  been  engaged  for  the 
collection  of ‘the  rate.  Being  satisfied  with  their  sureties  Ave  have  duly 
appointed  them.  Pending  your  approval  Ave  have  directed  their  bonds,  to  be 
perfected  ; and  they  are  in  the  interim  making  themselves  acquainted  with 
their  duties,  so  that  when  all  preliminaries  are  arranged,  they  may  at  once 
vigorously  commence  the  actual  collection  of  the  rate. 

Workhouse. 

5.  A review  of  this  establishment  exhibited  to  us  many  defects.  In  the 
points  of  management,  Ave  observed  that  the  majority  of  the  inmates,  embracing 
nearly  all  the  adults,  were  without  the  Union  clothing,  and  remained  in  the 
tattered  and  miserable  garments  which  form  the  dress,  or  rather  absence  of 
dress,  of  the  pauper  population.  The  supply  of  bedding  Avas  so  meagre,  that 
many  of  the  inmates  Avere  huddled  together  in  the  dormitories,  and,  with  the 
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animal  heat  generated  by  close  contact,  tried  to  malce  up  for  the  absence  of 
covering.  The  schools  appear  most  defective  in  the  requisites  for  educational 
or  industrial  training.  The  serving  of  the  meals  most  irregular,  accomplished 
without  system,  and  not  until  an  advanced  period  of  the  day,  calculated  sadly 
to  augment  the  progress  of  disease.  Classification  imperfect : the  able-bodied 
men  and  the  women,  with  the  exception  of  a few  females  who  sew  a little, 
totally  unemployed.  Repairs  to  a considerable  extent  required  : the  pump  in 
men’s  yard  gone  altogether  to  destruction,  the  well  being  only  available  by 
- means  of  a bucket,  and  everything  connected  with  the  plumbing  department 
being  entirely  out  of  order,  the  supply  of  water  dependent  on  its  conveyance 
from  the  Shannon  river,  half  a mile  distant ; thus  causing  (or  at  least  pleaded 
as  an  excuse  for)  the  absence  of  cleanliness  which  characterizes  the  establish- 
ment, and  the  lateness  in  having  the  meals  prepared.  The  glazing  of  the 
windows  defective,  and  regulated  ventilation,  the  medical  officer  states,  thereby 
prevented ; thus  encouraging  the  spread  of  disease  amongst  the  inmates. 
Whitewashing  for  a long  time  unused,  which,  independent  of  sanitary  conse- 
quences, gives  an  unsightly  aspect  to  the  wards.  The  earthen  floors,  from 
inattention,  lull  of  pits  and  inequalities ; the  yards  irregular  and  unclean ; the 
drains  allowed  to  become  completely  useless,  so  that  in  rainy  weather  some  of 
the  wards  are  completely  inundated,  though,  from  the  position  of  the  building, 
sufficient  facilities  for  good  drainage  exist ; the  locks  out  of  order,  and  every 
facility  existing  for  the  intermixture  of  the  classes  and  sexes;  cesspools 
requiring  cleaning  ; sickness  prevailing  amongst  the  inmates,  beyond  those  in 
infirmary,  and  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases,  in  dormitories  of  main 
building,  amid  the  healthy ; the  mortality  high,  and  appears  to  have  been  so  for 
some  time  past ; a defective  supply  of  implements  and  utensils  ; dietary  of  an 
imperfect,  but  by  no  means  of  a correspondingly  economical  character ; the 
infants  in  nursery  wearing  a miserable  appearance,  and  the  paupers  generally 
exhibiting  unhealthiness,  although  the  house  is  not  inconveniently  crowded — 
indeed  we  think,  by  proper  management,  it  might  be  made  to  contain  many 
more  inmates,  as  some  wards  are  yet  quite  unoccupied ; no  contracts  were  in 
existence,  and  therefore  the  supplies  of  a most  defective  description,  not  even 
compensated  by  cheapness  in  price,  and  the  deliveries  of  some  articles  irregular 
and  opposed  to  the  convenience  of  the  establishment;  no  amount  of  stores, 
either  as  regards  food  or  clothing,  such  as  should  be,  to  provide  against 
temporary  embarrassment  arising  any  hour,  causing  much  evil ; any  property 
there  was,  such  as  fuel  or  straw,  unprotected  from  waste. 

6.  Few  of  the  wretched  habits  of  the  paupers  when  living  outside  seem 
to  have  been  corrected  since  their  admission,  and  their  state  appears  little 
ameliorated  or  improved  save  by  their  having  the  shelter  of  the  workhouse 

• walls. 

7.  We  have  had  scarcely  yet  sufficient  opportunity  of  forming  an  accurate 
estimate  of  the  capabilities  of  the  officers.  The  schoolmaster  has  tendered  his 
resignation.  The  master,  it  appears,  was  withdrawn  from  his  duties  recently 
by  illness,  which  occasioned  some  additional  confusion.  The  temporary 
assistant  master  has  scarcely  exhibited  that  diligence  since  ottr  arrival  which 
we  should  desire.  The  matron  and  schoolmistress  seem  to  be  active  officers, 
and  we  doubt  not,  under  proper  management,  shall  effectively  perform  the 
duties  of  their  respective  situations.  However,  future  reports  shall  convey 
more  minute  and  deliberate  opinions  with  regard  to  the  officials. 

8.  Our  supervision  has  be'en  exercised  to  correct,  as  far  as  possible,  the  evils 
to  which  we  have  referred.  We  have  advertised  for  contracts,  directed  the 
.introduction  of  several  improvements  in  details  of  workhouse  management, 
and  we  are  preparing  an  amended  dietary  table.  A schoolmaster  will  be 
forthwith  elected  in  room  of  the  person  resigned.  We  have  received,  through 
Captain  Wynne,  a supply  of  clothing,  which  will  be  most  usefully  applied 
when  properly  marked  (a  process  heretofore  unattended  to).  We  propose  to 
convert  the  upper  idiot  wards  to  increased  infirmary  accommodation,  op'ening  a 
communication  between  them:  to  sink  a new  well,  appropriating  the 
machinery  of  old  pump,  now  lumber,  as  far  as  possible  for  it;  we  would 
require  to  deepen  the  former  well  to  make  it  of  any  use,  and  we  think  it  better, 
and  likely  to  be  little  more  expensive  to  make  a new  well  altogether  in  a 
more  desirable  part  of  the  premises,  and  removed  from  the  line  of  drainage 
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We  shall  proceed  to  the  important  duty  of  employing  the  able-bodied  male 
inmates  so  soon  as  the  present  severe  storm  is  over,  from  this  we  expect 
salutary  results ; we  arrange  also  for  the  more  effective  employment  of  the 
women.  We  have  succeeded,  perhaps  to  a slight  extent,  in  arousing  energy 
amongst  all  connected  with  the  institution,  already  productive,  we  think,  of 
advantage. 

Account. 

9.  Nothing  can  he  more  miserable  or  hopeless  than  the  aspect  of  the  accounts ; 
they  are  in  the  extremity  of  confusion,  a state  which  has  been  in  existence  from 
a period  many  months  past.  The  master’s  books,  during  the  employment  of  a 
former  officer,  fell  altogether  into  arrear,  and  of  course  all  the  accounts  de- 
pendent on  them  ceased  to  be  kept.  The  present  master’s  accounts,  from  his 
late  illness,  were,  for  some  weeks  preceding  our  taking  charge,  left  unattended 
to.  He  and  his  assistant  have  been  employed  during  the  past  week  in  bringing 
them  up  ; but  of  their  correctness  we  must  have  doubts,  as  materials  did  not 
exist  for  preparing  them  (from  the  defective  system  of  recording  transactions) 
even  for  that  recent  time.  The  accounts,  when  a former  clerk  and  master  were 
in  office,  can  never  be  made  to  represent  the  actual  transactions  of  the  Union — 
an  unfortunate  circumstance  both  in  connexion  with  the  economy  of  the  expen- 
diture and  statistics.  The  waste  and  loss  of  Union  property  appear  to  have 
been  great,  but  it  is  impossible  ever  to  determine  the  extent  of  this  loss,  or 
indeed  to  draw  a correct  conclusion  of  any  kind,  where  accounts  are  to  be 
assumed  as  the  basis. 

10.  Our  especial  direction  shall  be  given  to  this  part  of  Union  affairs,  so 
essential  to  the  well  -working  of  the  Poor  Law  system.  The  main  safety  'in 
restraining  waste  and  promoting  honesty,  arises  from  the  punctual  keeping  of. 
the  accounts  and  adherence  to  the  forms  provided  for  same.  When  officers  are 
not  accurate  in  this  department,  they  are  usually  found  defective  in  every 
other.  We  will  make  it  our  object,  by  removing  the  ignorance  of  the  officers, 
and  exciting  diligence  with  regard  to  the  accounts,  to  effect  as  many  improve- 
ments as  possible.  We  are  not  without  fears  that  the  number  of  inmates 
appearing  by  the  books  to  be  in  the  house  may  not  exactly  correspond  to  the 
facts  ; and  we  shall,  by  an  early  enumeration,  investigate  this  particular.  The 
provision  and  ledger  accounts,  so  important,  shall  he  put  in  course  of  imme- 
diate restoration  to  order,  and  we  will  employ  additional  assistants  for  this 
purpose. 

Funds. 

11.  In  this  particular,  a balance  of  603?.  was  at  disposal.  From  the  removal 
of  the  branch  of  the  London  and  Dublin  Bank,  which  acted  as  treasurer  here- 
tofore, we  were  obliged  to  transfer  our  account  to  the  National  Bank  Branch 
in  Boyle.  We  trust  the  sum  at  disposal  will  keep  us  afloat  until  the  new  rate 
collectors  recruit  our  finances. 


Out-door  Relief. 

12.  These  officers  (nine  in  number)  have  been  all  before  us : in  most  cases 
they  appear  competent,  but  not  particularly  conversant  with  their  duties ; their 
books  were  in  a most  defective  state.  The  Application  and  Report  Books,  with 
the  exception  of  a page  or  two  at  the  commencement,  had  not  been  initialed  by 
the  chairman,  or  received  the  directions  of  the  late  Board,  scarcely  any  relief 
being  authorized  by  it.  Many  hundred  applications  recently  received  by  the 
relieving  officers  had  been  yet  uninquired  into.  No  arrangements  had  been 
made  for  the  relieving  officers  receiving  proper  supplies  of  food  for  distribution, 
nor  stations  provided  them ; they  seemed  to  have  relieved  the  able-bodied 
indiscriminately,  although  distinctly  informed  by  Captain  Wynne  to  alone  send 
that  class  to  the  workhouse.  It  appears  to  us  that,  by  the  defective  manner 
they  have  been  managing  their  duties,  applicants  crowd  upon  them  who  have 
no  claims  for  relief. 

13.  We  proceeded  to  investigate  the  applications  so  far  as  we  were  able,  and 
will  complete  the  entire  examination  of  the  Arrear  Book  with  the  least  possible 
delay.  Until  a provisions’  contractor,  can  he  obtained,  we  have  placed  money 
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Carrick-on-Shan-  in  the  officers’  hands  to  purchase  meal : we  have  instructed  them  to  give  no 
non  Union.  relief  to  the  able-bodied  without  exacting  a task  of  work  ; and  to  enable  them 
~ to  do  this  have  directed  them  to  employ  temporary  superintendents  at  Is.  per 
day,  wages,  and  procure  stones  for  breaking  at  6d.  per  ton,  until  more  formal 
arrangements  can  be  made.  We  have  applied  to  the  offices  of  Public  Works 
for  hammers ; and  so  soon  as  the  weather  improves,  we  hope  to  have  the  test 
of  stone-breaking  in  full  operation. 

14.  We  are  quite  sure  that,  from  want  of  a proper  supervision  of  the  relieving 
officers  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  numbers  have  been  provided  with  relief 
who  are  not'  proper  objects  for  such  : we  are  also  disposed  to  think  that  many 
who  should  receive  relief  have  not  yet  been  reached  by  these  officers.  The 
test  of  the  workhouse  having  been  altogether  removed  by  the  late  course  adopted, 
of  turning  persons  out  of  the  workhouse  to.  be  placed  on  the  extern  relief  lists, 
without  regard  to  their  length  of  residence  therein,  or  the  class  to  which  they 
belonged,  persons  seek  admission  into  the  workhouse  as  a channel  to  out-door 
relief.  The  number  of  applications  was  increased  from  this  cause,  the  applicants 
being  unrestrained  by  the  fear  of  an  order  to  the  workhouse ; latterly,  the 
relieving  officers  were  even  sending  to  the  workhouse  persons  of  the  very  classes 
which  should  have  been  kept  on  out  relief.  We  conclude  that  the  stone-breaking 
system,  and  using  our  available  workhouse  space  alone  for  the  able-bodied,  will 
have  a successful  effect  in  restraining  the  pressure  for  relief ; but  it  is  unfortunate 
that  it  has  already  received  such  an  impetus. 

Temporary  Fever  Hospitals. 

15.  We  have  been  called  upon  to  make  disbursements  on  account  of  the 
expenses  of  patients  (30  in  number)  in  temporary  fever  sheds.  The  expenditure 
has  not  been  authorized  by  a relief  committee,  nor  the  accounts  presented 
through  them,  and  the  cost  per  head  of  patients  seem  high.  We  conceive  we 
cannot  be  considered  unreasonable  in  asking  the  committee  to  perform  their 
part  by  affording  assistance  in  examining  the  accounts  of  this  establishment, 
and  enabling  us  satisfactorily  to  meet  them,  which  we  could  not  otherwise  do. 
We  have  addressed  a circular  to  the  members  of  the  Relief  Committee,  a copy 
of  which  we  append. 


Liabilities. 

16.  We  understand  that  law  proceedings  are  in  course  against  the  late  Board 
of  Guardians,  for  the  recovery  of  debts  due  by  them  to  contractors,  &c.,  of 
the  workhouse,  and  some  law  processes  have  been  served  since  our  taking 
charge.  A communication  has  been  made  to  these  creditors,  a copy  of  which 
is  herewith. 


Enclosures. 

g Corr  of  Letter  to  Relief  Committee  -.—January  29,  1848. 

AM  directed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  to  communicate  with  vou  relative  to  temporary 
fever  sheds,  under  the  control  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Relief  Committee,  of  which  vou  are 
a member. 

You  are  aware  that  this  Committee  still  retains  all  its  functions  under  Fever  Act,  and  the 
exercise  of  these  appears  to  be  of  considerable  importance  at  the  present  time ; 1 he  sheds  are 
at  present  m operation,  and  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  be  less  necessary  for  some  time  to  come, 
ihe  support  ot  the  patients  now  involves  a considerable  expenditure,  and  at  a high  rate  (5s. 
per  week  being  the  average  for  each  patient).  This  expense  is  expected,  the  Vice-Guardians 
Jeam  from  Dr.  Sullivan,  the  medical  officer  under  Board  of  Health,  to  be  borne  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians.  Now,  unless  the  Committee  exercise  its  part  of  the  duties,  by  supervising  the 
management  of  the  institution,  and  examining  and  authenticating  the  accounts,  the  Vice- 
Guardians  would  not  feel  justified  in  contributing  to  the  expenditure,  which  they  are  otherwise, 
disposed  to  do.  Should  you  desire  to  make  any  arrangement  with  the  Vice-Guardians,  they 
shall  be  happy  to  confer  with  you  at  their  next  meeting  on  Saturday  next. 

I am,  &c., 

John  Clarke,. Clerk  to  Union. 
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Copy  of  a Letter  to  Union  Creditors: — January  29,  1848. 

Sir, 

I am  directed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  this  Union  to  communicate  to  you  their  views 
in  reference  to  the  proceedings  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  institute  for  the  recovery  of 
certain  sums  you  allege  to  be  due  you  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians. 

It  appears  to  the  Vice-Guardians  that  this  course  is  dictated  by  a misapprehension  of  the 
actual  prospects  of  the  discharge  of  your  claim  which  law  proceedings  afford. 

The  pressure  of  a legal  action  may  operate  favourably  on  a private  individual  in  producing 
a settlement,  but  in  the  case  of  a Union,  where  the  seizure  of  property  or  person  need  not  be 
feared,  the  only  result  of  an  action  at.  law  can  be  the  accumulation  of  costs. 

It  is  notorious  that  there  are.  no  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Guardians  beyond  what  is 
required  to  meet  the  immediate  pressure  of  destitution,  one  penny  of  which  could  not  be  con- 
verted to  any  other  purpose  ; law  suits  cannot,  therefore,  have  the  slightest  effect  in  extracting 
the  smallest  payment ; and  whatever  be  the  consequence  of  such  proceedings,  they  must  be 
passively  endured.  There  are  no  stores  in  this  workhouse,  nor  are  any  likely  to  be  further 
than  what  is  required  for  the  wants  of  a day.  Indeed  all  the  moveables  in  the  house,  which 
could  be  rendered  available  under  an  execution,  would  be  an  equivalent  but  for  a very  trifling 
amount. 

The  seizure  of  these  could  produce  little  benefit  to  a creditor,  nor  difficulty  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians;  but  if  even  the  occupation  of  the  workhouse  was  rendered  no  longer  practicable 
by  an  act  of  this  kind,  which  would  not  be  the  case,  the  expedient  of  transferring  all  the 
paupers  to  out  relief  could  be  accomplished,  and  the  workhouse  thus  dispensed  with. 

One  object  of  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this  Union  being  transferred  to  us  was, 
doubtless,  that  it  should  be  placed  in  a position  to  liquidate  its  debts.  This,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  is  a great  boon  to  the  individuals  who  are  creditors.  The  rates,  the  only  source 
from  which  the  finances  of  the  Union  can  be  recruited,  will  now  be  rigidly  exacted;  and  if  a 
shadow  of  hope  exists  to  the  creditors,  it  is  from  the  law  being  properly  carried  out. 

It  is  manifestly  the  interest  of  every  person  who  expects  the  favourable  consideration  of  the 
present  Union  authorities  (who  can  be  looked  to  as  the  only  resource),  not  to  provoke  their 
displeasure  by  vexatious  law  proceedings;  and  further,  it  is  their  fixed  course  of  action  that, 
the  claims  of  those  who  persist  in  compulsory  measures  shall  be  the  very  last  which  shall 
receive  the  benefit  of  any  future  resources  that  may  be  available.  The  Vice- Guardians  thus, 
for  your  own  sake,  desire  to  place  you  in  possession  of  the  real  state  of  the  case,  so  that  you 
may  not  blindly  be  involved  still  deeper ; though  at  the  same  time  they  think  it  right  to  state, 
that  the  line  of  conduct  you  may  pursue  is  to  them  a matter  of  total  indifference. 

I am,  &c., 

John  Clarke,  Clerk  to  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  10,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  great  concern  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  deplorable 
state  in  which  you  have  found  the  workhouse ; but  the  Commissioners  trust 
that  by  acting  strictly  on  the  regulations  laid  down  by  the  Commissioners,  and 
by  constant  and  vigilant  inspection,  you  will  be  enabled  to  restore  the  work- 
house  to  a state  of  cleanliness,  decency,  and  order. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  5,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  for  the  last  week  I have  turned  my  attention  to  the  following  subjects : — 

1st.  The  present  state  of  the  Union  (as  regards  the  amount  and  urgent 
nature  of  destitution)  as  compared  with  that  which  I found  to  exist  in  the  end 
of  November  and  the  month  of  December  last,  when  I visited  the  same 
localities. 

2nd.  The  amount  of  destitution  to  which  relief  has  not  yet  reached,  and  the 
causes  which  have  prevented  its  doing  so. 

3rd.  The  amount  of  employment  at  present  afforded  in  the  Union. 

4th.  The  probable  amount  of  able-bodied  applicants  for  out-door  relief, 
should  employment  continue  to  be  altogether  withheld  as  at  present. 

5th.  The  selection  of  the  most  convenient  situations  for  depots  for  the  em- 
ployment of  the  able-bodied  on  out-door  relief,  taking  into  account  the  facility 
of  obtaining  stores,  and  probability  of  disposing  of  them  advantageously  here- 
after, by  reason  of  the  proximity  of  contemplated  works  of  drainage  or  finishing 
of  roads. 

I regret  to  say  I find  that  destitution  has  increased  to  a fearful  extent ; in 
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fact,  in  some  localities  it  may  be  said  to  have  reached  the  entire  population.  I 
could  discern  a palpable  change  in  many  of  the  persons  whose  appearance  I 
recollected  in  December,  and  who  were  then  comparatively  in  health  and 
vigour. 

In  most  cases  these  poor  persons  are  landholders,  who,  though  apparently 
willing  to  surrender  their  land,  still  clung  to  their  cabins,  and  were  therefore . 
unable  to  prevail  on  the  landlord  to  take  the  land,  and  give  them  a certificate 
to  that  effect,  which  the  relieving  officers  require.  In  some  cases  the  multi- 
plicity of  applications  to  the  relieving  officers  rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to 
visit  all  the  parties,  place  their  names  on  the  list,  and  issue  rations,  with  that 
dispatch  which  would  be  desirable ; but  the  preliminary  steps  are  found  to  be 
indispensable,  as  all  cases  are  represented  as  most  destitute  and  urgent,  and 
every  species  of  fraud  and  imposition  practised  by  the  applicants. 

I regret  to  say,  that  from  personal  observation,  and  from  reports  by  the 
relieving  officers,  I do  not  think  there  are  in  the  entire  Union  20  labourers 
employed. 

It  appears  to  me  that  no  effort  whatever  is  being  made  in  any  branch  of  im- 
provement or  in  agricultural  operations,  to  employ  the  able-bodied ; nor  do  I 
see  any  grounds  lor  expecting  any  movement  in  this  direction  before  the  end  of 
next  month,  when  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  self-preservation  will  induce  the  farmers 
at  least  to  undertake  the  necessary  agricultural  operations  ; till  then,  I see  no 
other  prospect  of  support  for  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  labouring  class  than 
the  Poor  Law. 

The  out-door  relief  list  amounts  at  present  to  2268.  The  numbers  in  the 
workhouse  amount  to  830.  The  number  of  children  receiving  daily  rations  of 
bread,  4300,  besides  several  families  peculiarly  circumstanced,  to  whom  I afford 
relief  from  week  to  week. 

The  Commissioners  will  perceive  that  at  this  moment  a very  large  amount 
of  reliel  is  given  in  the  Union ; yet  such  is  the  extent  of  the  demand,  and  such 
the  amount  of  misery  and  suffering  from  various  causes,  that  in  some  localities 
our  efforts  are  scarcely  perceptible,  their  increasing  exigencies  keeping  pace 
with  those  efforts  to  meet  them.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  destitution  is  assuming 
a more  formidable  character  than  during  any  period  of  the  past  year ; though 
food  is  cheap  and  plenty,  there  is  but  one  mode  of  obtaining  it  by  the  mass  of 
the  people,  that  is  through  the  medium  of  the  Poor  Law. 

We  hope  to  have  the  able-bodied  at  work  generally  throughout  the  Union, 
and  to  fix  our  depots  in  such  situations  as  will  render  the  stones  when  broken 
valuable  for  drainage  and  other  purposes. 

Some  gentlemen  have  intimated  a wish  to  contract  for  broken  stones  for  their 
drainage  operations ; but  as  such  a course  would  in  some  degree  interfere  with 
private  employment,  I think  it  would  be  objectionable ; there  can  be  no  doubt, 
if  the  landed  proprietors  ever  put  their  projected  improvements  into  execution, 
any  quantity  of  broken  stones  may  be  advantageously  disposed  of. 

In  consequence  of  the  vast  numbers  of  able-bodied  at  present  throwing 
themselves  on  the  relieving  officers  for  out-door  relief,  and  the  impossibility  of 
visiting  the  residences  of  the  parties  within  a sufficiently  short  time,  consistent 
with  the  proper  discharge  of  their  other  duties,  I would  beg  to  draw  the  atten- 
toon  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  expediency  of  allowing  them  an  assistant  each. 
k1*  e 01'  ^ree  weeks the  duties  to  be  performed  by  this  assistant 

should  be  confined  to  receiving  applications  and  issuing  rations,  &c. ; leaving 
those  duties  which  involve  responsibility,  viz.,  visiting  and  reporting  on  the 
several  cases,  to  the  relieving  officers;  this  would  accelerate  their  movements, 
winch  at  present  are  not  as  rapid  as  is  desirable.  I believe,  however,  they  are 
doing  their  utmost,  and  that  such  is  the  standard  of  education  in  this  country 
that  we  could  scarcely  expect  to  find  more  efficient  persons  to  fill  their 
situations. 

Considerable  improvements  are  being  effected  in  the  interior  economy  of  the 
workhouse. 

We  are  taking  steps  to  put  the  supply  of  water  on  a better  footing,  as  also  to 
put  the  pipes  and  cocks  in  proper  repair. 

We  have  received  the  supply  of  clothing  which  I purchased  when  in  Dublin,, 
and  which  will  effect  a considerable  improvement  in  the  comfort  and  appear- 
ance of  the  house  and  inmates. 
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I regret  to  say  that  disease  is  gaining  ground  upon  us  in  the  house  as  well  as 
out  of  it  There  have  been  37  deaths  this  week,  all  confined  to  recent  admis- 
sions, who  come  to  us  in  a most  hopeless  state,  quite  beyond  human  aid.  There 
is  considerable  alarm  amongst  the  officers  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of 
fever  and  dysentery. 

Under  existing  circumstances  I think  it  would  be  advisable  not  to  admit  the 
persons  who  present  themselves ; but  we  have  no  choice  but  admit  them  or 
allow  them  to  die  at  the  gate. 

Numbers  of  children  who  have  been  placed  for  some  time  on  out-door  relief, 
and  who  have  received  rations,  having  lost  their  parents,  are  refused  lodgings 
or  admissions  to  the  houses  of  their  other  relations  on  any  terms,  and  are,  con- 
sequently, sent  to  us  in  a state  past  all  hope  of  recovery,  from  previous  neglect: 
we  must  admit  them. 

No  lodgings  cau  be  obtained  ; the  remaining  houses  and  cabins  in  the  Union 
are  crowded,  and  becoming  fewer  daily. 

I shall  call  the  attention  of  the  Vice-Guardians  again  to  theElphin  store,  and 
request  of  them  to  visit  it  in  the  course  of  next  week,  with  a view  to  making  it 
available  as  an  auxiliary  workhouse. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — Febniary  9,  .1848. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  be  informed  by  your  report  of  the  5th 
instant  that  destitution  and  sickness  are  both  increasing  in  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union  to  a very  serious  extent. 

They  are  unable  to  point  out  any  remedy  applicable  to  the  cases  of  those 
poor  persons  referred  to,  whose  landlords  will  not  take  the  land  from  them 
unless  they  also  give  up  possession  of  their  cabins;  but  whenever  occupation  is 
abandoned,  there  is  no  longer  a question  lor  inquiry,  and  relief  may  be  given. 

The  Commissioners  observe  with  apprehension  for  the  result,  that  no  effort 
is  made  in  the  Union  to  provide  employment  for  the  labouring  population ; 
and  the  owners  as  well  as  the  occupiers  of  land  will  necessarily  feel  the  conse- 
quences of  this  supineness  in  the  augmented  amount  of  poor-rates  and  the 
frequency  of  assessments. 

The  Commissioners  concur  in  your  opinion  that  the  Vice-Guardians  cannot 
enter  into  agreements  with  any  parties  to  supply  broken  stone  for  laud  drains. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  persons  undertaking  drainages  will  employ  labourers 
themselves  for  each  portion  of  the  work ; however,  it  will  of  course  be  open  to 
the  Vice-Guardians  to  sell  broken  stone  for  any  purpose,  but  in  all  cases  the 
full  price  of  broken  stone  should  be  charged,  otherwise  the  labour  of  the 
paupers  would  be  rendered  as  available  to  the  profit  of  the  purchasers  and  as 
detrimental  to  hired  labour,  as  if  the  Vice-Guardians  directly  provided  pauper 
labourers  of  the  drainage  works,  by  contract,  in  the  way  proposed. 

The  Commissioners  object  to  the  employment  of  assistant  relieving  officers 
to  receive  applications ; they  prefer  that  the  existing  districts  should  be  divided, 
where  the  present  duties  require  more  than  one  officer  ; in  which  case  addi- 
tional officers  should  be  temporarily  employed ; and  there  is  not  any  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  persons  who  could  be  entrusted  with  the  receiving  and  regis- 
tering of  applications  would  not  be  competent  for  all  the  duties.  If,  however, 
the  assistance  necessary  can  be  limited  to  the  issuing  of  rations,  while  the 
relieving  officer  is  present,  there  is  no  objection  to  employing  men  for  that 
purpose  at  moderate  weekly  wages. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  8,  18-18. 

1.  We  beg  to  provide  our  second  weekly  report  on  the  affairs  of  this 

Union. 

Rates  and  Rate  Collectors. 

2.  We  have  succeeded  in  placing  only  one  district,  comprising  two  electoral 
divisions,  yet  in  collection.  The  amount  of  rate  on  this  district  is  17 174; 
515/.  of  which  has  already  been  received  in  the  Board-room  under  the  arrange- 
.ment  of  the  late  Board;  the  remainder  120.1  Z.,  we  trusty  will  soon  be  made' 
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available  by  tbe  collector,  Mr.  M'Cullagh,  who  has  received  his  warrant,  and 
seems  likely  to  prosecute  his  work  with  vigour.  The  delay  in  placing  the 
remaining  districts  in  collection  has  arisen  from  the  bonds  of  the  other  three 
collectors  not  being  yet  perfected  (arising  from  want  of  forethought  previous 
to  our  arrival),  to  our  great  annoyance  and  disappointment.  Prior  to  our  next 
report  we  expect  to  have  the  rate  of  the  entire  Union  in  collection.  The 
arrears  are  all  duly  carried  into  the  collecting  books,  and  it  remains  but  for 
the  collectors  to  be  finally  fixed  in  their  office  by  the  perfecting  of  their  bonds, 
to  have  the  warrants  for  all  the  divisions  signed  and  the  rate  put  in  full  pro- 
cess of  collection. 

Workhouse. 

3.  Our  efforts  have  been  vigorously  exerted  during  the  past  week  to  effect 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  workhouse  in  its  several  departments. 
The  dietary  appears  to  us  of  primary  importance,  and  suggests  itself  in  con- 
nexion with  the  large  and  increasing  amount  of  sickness  amongst  the  inmates, 
one  of  the  great  evils  at  present  of  the  establishment ; some  changes  which  we 
have  made  with  the  concurrence  of  the  medical  officer  in  this  important  parti- 
cular shall  appear  in  our  next  minutes.  The  illness  of  the  master,  feared  from 
fever,  has  retarded  our  progress,  and  we  are  sorry  that  we  have  much  reason 
to  dread  his  being  eligible  for  a continuance  in  the  office ; independent  of  his 
uncertain  health,  we  are  inclined  to  fear  his  incapacity  to  perform  efficiently 
the  duties  of  a workhouse  master,  although  we  admit  he  has-  exhibited  consi- 
derable zeal  since  our  taking  charge.  The  recent  supply  of  clothing  we  have 
received  will  enable  us  to  accomplish  most  useful  results. 

Out-door  Relief. 

4.  The  pressure  continues  extreme ; and  without  the  workhouse  test  for  the 
able-bodied,  as  we  are  at  present,  the  administration  of  this  portion  of  the 
affairs  is  by  no  means  satisfactory.  Our  urgent  and  unceasing  injunctions  to 
the  relieving  officers  for  the  vigilant  and  zealous  discharge  of  their  important 
duties,  together  with  our  lengthened  examinations  of  their  books,  have  tended 
considerably  to  provide  mole  effectually  for  relieving  the  unhappy  amount  of 
destitution  which  surrounds  us.  The  difficulties  connected  with  the  employ- 
ment of  the  able-bodied  men  receiving  out-door  relief  has  retarded  its  intro- 
duction, but  we  shall  persevere  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  necessary  mea- 
sure. One  relieving  officer  has  resigned,  and  we  proceed  at  once  to  elect  a 
successor. 

Additional  Accommodation. 

5.  When  we  complete  the  repairs  of  the  shed  adjoining  male  yard,  and 
economize  space  by  a better  arrangement  of  the  classes,  which  will  be  ere  long, 
we  hope  to  have  room  for  the  admission  of  able-bodied  men.  We  are  on  the 
look-out  for  suitable  auxiliary  buildings  wherein  to  place  some  of  the  present 
inmates  of  the  workhouse,  of  classes  suitable  for  the  transfer.  We  are  not  dis- 
posed to  organize  auxiliary  workhouses  in  distant  parts  of  the  Union,  as  has 
already  been  contemplated  by  Captain  Wynne.  From  local  circumstances,  we 
fear  such  a project  would  be  impracticable ; the  difficulties  in  procuring  suit- 
able houses,  the  impossibility  of  having  them  managed,  and  the  impediments 
which  would  arise  in  a country  like  this  to  their  working,  removed  from 
central  authority,  we  fear  must  oblige  us  to  consider  the  attempt  hopeless. 

Temporary  Fever  Sheds. 

6.  The  accommodation  afforded  for  fever  patients  by  these  sheds  is  of  the 
most  miserable  kind,  and  the  relief  they  provide  extremely  limited,  or  even 
questionable,  and  altogether  inadequate  to  their  expense : eleven  wooden  huts 
formed  of  thin  boards,  rags  and  mud,  capable  of  containing  three  patients  each, 
resting  on  a bog,  surrounded  by  manure  heaps  which  reach  the  interior,  in 
■danger  of  destruction  by  fire  or  storm,  under  no  management,  without  proper 
nurses,  no  fixed  dietary  or  adequate  accounts  kept,  out  of  the  way  of  any  super- 
vision, seems  to  us  a very-  imperfect  description  of  fever  hospital,  and  its  use 
we  think  should  only  be  the  last  resource.  There  is  no  safety  for  the  bedding 
or  food  required ; the  cost  of:  each  patient  is  at  the  high  rate  of  between  4s. 
and  5s.  per  head  per  week;  the  number  of  patients  admitted  and  discharged  is 
beneath  the  proper  proportion,  and  we  think  that  persons  would  be  more  likely 
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to  acquire  diseases  therein  caused  by  cold  and  wet  than  be  cured  of  fever. 
The  sort  of  gipsy  life  which  a residence  in  these  hovels  engenders  is  congenial 
to  the  habits  of  the  lower  orders,  and  we  are  led  to  believe  that  the  unfortu- 
nate people  would  prefer  them  to  a better  regulated  hospital,  and  would  even 
feign  sickness  to  be  allowed  to  continue  inmates.  We  consider  such  a place 
discreditable  to  a community,  and  productive  of  injurious  moral  effects  : we 
cannot  suppose  that  the  medical  officer  could  have  permitted  such  a state  of 
things  without  strong  remonstrances  and  demands  for  better  provision. 

7.  We  propose  to  erect  a fever  shed  of  cheap  construction  on  the  workhouse 
grounds,  capable  of  containing  60  inmates,  at  a safe  distance  from  the  house, 
and  we  have  solicited  the  Board  of  Health  to  permit  our  converting  the  timber 
of  the  present  sheds  to  assist  in  its  erection,  and  the  patients  in  the  "huts  on  the 
common  shall  be  provided  for  in  new  sheds ; we  are  anxious  to  be  informed  if 
this  procedure  would  meet  your  sanction,  and  shall,  on  receiving  same,  at  once 
advertise  for  contracts  and  have  them  prepared. 

S.  The  expense  of  the  temporary  sheds  alluded  to  seemed  so  excessive,  and 
their  mode  of  management  so  unsatisfactory,  that  we  felt  reluctant  to  devote 
the  Union  funds  to  their  support  without  proper  control,  that  at  first  we 
asked  the  assistance  of  the  old  Relief  Committee  in  the  supervising  of  the 
accounts,  which  we  believe  would  have  been  a legitimate  exercise  of  their 
functions  as  continued  by  Fever  Act,  we  designed  it  also  as  an  act  of  courtesy ; 
they  however,  with  one  exception  (Captain  Cox),  refused  to  act.  A number 
of  this  Committee,  e.v-ojjicio  members  of  the  late  Board,  waited  on  us,  and 
certainly  they  did  not  seem  actuated  by  very  benevolent  or  philanthropic 
motives ; but  under  no  circumstances,  experience  tells  us,  could  these  tempo- 
rary sheds  now  be  continued  in  operation. 

9.  Your  order  enabling  us  to  have  meetings  at  any  part  of  the  Union  will 
afford  facilities  for  the  transaction  of  our  business. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  11,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  report  of  the 
8th  instant,  on  the  progress  of  your  arrangements  for  the  more  effectual  admi- 
nistration of  the  laws  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  observe  that  you  are  delayed  in  proceeding 
with  the  collection  of  the  rate,  except  in  one  officer’s  district,  by  the  non-com- 
pletion of  fhe  other  collectors’  bonds ; but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  object 
will  not  be  further  retarded. 

The  illness  of  the  master  of  the  workhouse  should  not;  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Commissioners,  preclude  you  from  providing  another  master,  if  you  have  satis- 
fied yourselves  by  an  examination  of  the  workhouse  accounts,  and  your  observa- 
tions of  the  present  officer’s  mode  of  executing  his  duties,  that  he  cannot 
efficiently  fill  the  office. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  object  to  your  erecting  proper  sheds  on  the  work- 
house site  for  reception  of  persons  in  fever ; but  the  huts  which  you  describe  as 
the  temporary  hospital  of  the  Relief  Committee  cannot  be  interfered  with  by 
you  unless  by  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Health,  although  you  are  bound  to  pro- 
vide for  the  maintenance  of  such  hospital  accommodation  while  that  Board 
may  consider  it  necessary.  As,  however,  the  Committee  will  not  act,  and  you 
propose  to  provide  proper  accommodation  in  lieu  of  the  temporary  huts  which 
the  Committee  caused  to  be  constructed,  and  which  you  -consider  unfit  for  human 
habitations,  the  Board  of  Health  may  probably  sanction  your  using  as  proposed 
such  portions  of  the  timber  in  these  huts  as  could  be  made  available  in  the  con- 
struction of  proper  sheds.  The  Commissioners  will  therefore  forward  to  the 
Board  of  Health  an  extract  from  your  report,  and  request  the  consideration  of  it. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — February  12,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I have  been  engaged  for  the  past  week  in  the  performance  of  the  following 
duties : — 

5 A 
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I have  visited  many  parts  of  the  Union,  with  a view  to  ascertain  the  manner 
in  which  the  relieving  officers  were  discharging  their  important  duties,  and  the 
effect  produced  by  the  relief  already  afforded,  whether  there  were  any,  and 
just  grounds  for  complaint  which  I had  received  against  those  officers,  of  inat- 
tention to  the  wants  of  the  poorest  classes,  or  whether  they  were  using  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  visit  and  relieve  every  legitimate  case  in  their  respective 
districts. 

The  result  of  my  observation,  and  of  many  investigations  into  particular 
cases,  has  been  certainly  favourable  to  the  relieving  officers,  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Laird,  who  has  been  lately  appointed,  and  in  whom  I am  much  disap- 
pointed. He  came  to  us  highly  recommended,  aqd  possessing  an  extensive 
knowledge  of  the  locality  over  which  he  has  been  appointed,  having  been  clerk 
to  the  late  Relief  Committee  during  the  operations  of  the  Temporary  Relief 
Act.  He,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  any  feeling  for  the  sufferings  of 
the  people,  and  has  certainly  neglected  to  give  precedence  to  the  most  urgent 
cases.  I think  we  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  dismissing  him,  inconvenient 
as  such  a step  will  be  at  the  present  moment,  when  every  hour  of  the  relie  vino- 
officer’s  time  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  when,  therefore,  every  cause  of 
delay  should  be  avoided. 

The  other  relieving  officers  are,  in  my  opinion,  using  their  best  exertions,  and 
endeavouring  to  retain  their  situations,  but  their  books  are  still  in  an  unsatis- 
factory state,  owing,  I think,  to  their  inability  to  keep  them  better,  particularly 
at  this  crisis  in  their  affairs,  when  it  must  be  acknowledged  they  have  consi- 
derable difficulties  to  contend  with  and  guard  against,  in  the  shape  of  fraud  and 
imposition,  every  imaginable  species  of  which  is  resorted  to  by  the  applicants 
for  relief. 

I yesterday  visited  Kilmore  electoral  division,  in  consequence  of  having 
leceived  many  complaints  against  the  relieving  officer,  who  is  a young,  active, 
and  rather  intelligent  man.  Captain  Routh  accompanied  me,  being  anxious  to 
see  and  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  state  of  destitution  in  the  Union. 

I found  no  just  cause  of  complaint  against  the  relieving  officer  ; on  the  con- 
trary, he  must  have  used  much  exertion  and  activity  to  have  accomplished  so 
much  m the  time. 


We  found  a fearful  amount  of  suffering  from  want  of  shelter  and  from  fever 
amongst  the  adults,  and  dysentery  amongst  the  children-,  but  we  also  found 
that  the  relieving  officer  had  done  his  duty  as  far  as  in  his  power  lay.  The 
sufferers  were  all,  without  exception,  in  receipt  of  out-door  relief;  but  they 
were  m the  ditches,  with  a few  sticks  and  a little  straw  thrown  over  them, 
forming  their  sole  shelter  from  the  severe  weather  that  has  just  passed.  In  one 
of  these  abodes  of  misery  we  found  the  mother  dead,  with  five  children  around 
her.  one  had  been  dead,  some  time,  and,  no  doubt,  would  have  remained 
unburied,  but  that  Captain  Routh  and  I gave  money  to  procure  a coffin.  She 
had  died  of  fever. 


The  State  of  things  on  the  townland  on  which  we  found  this  wretched  family 
*?  n“‘ i°  wondered  at  22  families-  or  132  individuals,  were  unhoused  on 
the  -5th  of  October,  the  houses  or  cabins  destroyed,  and  the  wretched  inha- 
bitants sent  wandering  through  the  Union,  half-naked,  without  any  means  of 
subsistence,  not  even  a day’s  employment. 

I give  no  opinion  on  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  this  step;  but  1 do  not 
heatate  to  say,  that  it  has  given  rise  to  a state  of  things  that  neither  I nor  any 

rinton1361?!1!,111!  Ration  c“  c0Pe  with,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
Union,  and  the  local  difficulties  they  present. 

No  auxiliary  workhouse  accommodation  can  be  procured  in  the  Union. 

l here  are  but  two  buildings  in  the  Union  that  would  answer  our  purpose, 
S 7 Ja.mes‘own  miU-  The  former  cannot  be  procured  at  pre- 

• ’<<)-,  1,e,1  e,la«fF  1S  on  conditions  which  preclude  our  acceptance, 

« ffitention ’’t  ie  bmldmg  should  not  be  diverted  from  its  original  design  and 

tben’  tbe  ^tentative  of  building  additional  accommodation 
on  the  site  of  the  present  workhouse;  but  the  scale  on  which  this  should  he 
one,  m order  to  meet  the  necessity  of  the  case,  renders  the  undertaking  very 
formidable,  and,  in  my  opinion,  impracticable. 

Lodgings  cannot  be  obtained,  except  in  very  few  instances,  and  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  where  the  wanderers  formerly  resided,  where  in  many 
instances  not  a single  cabin  remains. 
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I fear,  therefore,  the  poor  sufferers  must  remain  as  they  are  at  present,  in 
huts  erected  in  the  ditches,  and  in  the  walls  of  unroofed  cabins,  where  sickness, 
and  contagion,  and  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  will  continue  their  work  of 
destruction.  All  we  can  do  with  the  great  mass  will  be  to  supply  them  with 
food,  which  it  is  our  determination  to  do  as  long  as  rates  can  be  collected  by 
the  most  vigorous  and  energetic  measures. 

In  the  electoral  division  of  Kilmore,  which  I visited  yesterday,  and  which  is 
certainly  the  scene  of  more  misery  than  any  other  in  the  Union,  although, 
perhaps,  the  richest  in  point  of  soil,  there  are  receiving  relief  under  the  Poor 
Law,  between  the  out-door  and  in-door  relief  lists,  1680  ; add  to  this  number 
456  children,  to  whom  I supply  rations  daily,  and  we  have  2 136 : the  entire 
population  being,  in  1841,  5164  ; and  at  present,  I should  say,  4500. 

I have  called  the  attention  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  that  portion  of  your 
letter  of  the  9th  instant,  in  which  you  express  the  objection  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  the  appointment  or  sanction  of  assistants  to  the  relieving  officers,  and 
their  preference  for  the  appointment  of  additional  officers  where  the  present 
duties  require  such  a step. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  I should  not  have  recommended  the  former 
course ; but,  under  existing  circumstances,  I considered  it  better  suited  to  meet 
our  case,  for  the  following  reasons : — 

The  pressure  is  on  us  at  the  present  momeut,  and  may  be  reasonably  expected 
to  be  removed  in  three  weeks,  before  which  time  it  would  be  difficult  to  make 
a careful  and  judicious  selection  of  relieving  officers,  perfecting  their  bonds 
and  teaching  them  their  business,  which  we  find  requires  a considerable  time. 
Assistants  would  be  available  on  the  moment. 

I am  not  of  opinion  that  the  duties  of  receiving  and  registering  applications 
involve  much  responsibility,  as  in  no  case  is  the  application  refused  ; neither 
does  that  of  issuing  rations,  as  the  recipients  know’  the  exact  quantity  to  which 
they  are  entitled  by  the  specific  order  in  their  particular  cases,  and  by  the 
general  scale  on  which  that  order  is  founded,  and  are  always  ready  to  prefer  a 
complaint  if  they  conceive  themselves  aggrieved. 

I conceive  the  important  duties  of  the  relieving  officers  to  be,  granting  pro- 
visional relief  in  urgent  cases,  visiting  promptly  and  reporting  honestly  on  all 
others.  These  duties  I should  not  wish  to  impose  on  officers  selected  without 
sufficient  time  to  weigh  and  ascertain  their  qualifications  and  character,  and 
who,  I fear,  being  aware  that  their  appointment  was  only  for  a short  time,  would 
not  be  operated  upon  by  what  appears  to  be  the  strongest  of  all  incentives  to 
the  honest  discharge  of  their  duties,  viz.,  the  fear  of  losing  their  situations. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  already  authorized  assistants,  till  such  time  as  the 
Commissioners  shall  communicate  their  further  wishes  on  this  subject,  when 
they  shall  be  put  forthwith  into  execution. 

I have  visited  the  workhouse  daily,  morning  and  evening,  during  the  week ; 
and,  with  the  assistance  and  untiring  exertions  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  have 
done  all  in  my  power  to  effect  improvement  in  its  condition  and  interior 
economy. 

I regret  to  say  we  make  but  slow  progress,  owing  to  many  causes  which 
militate  against  our  success. 

The  master,  matron,  and  schoolmaster  are  laid  up  in  fever,  and  have  been  so 
during  the  week.  The  consequences  are,  that  discipline,  which  was  making 
some  progress,  has  retrograded  for  the  last  few  days. 

Disease  is  gaining  ground  in  the  house,  and,  indeed,  in  every  part  of  the 
country  ; but  does  not  appear  to  be  of  so  malignant  a type  as  heretofore. 

I am  of  opinion  that,  if  such  a step  will  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Commissioners, 
we  may  make  the  workhouse  available  for  200  or  250  additional  inmates,  which 
will  again  place  the  workhouse  test  within  our  reach,  and  enable  us  to  dispense 
with  the  temporary  fever  sheds,  which  are  not  by  any  means  a satisfactory 
establishment.  The  Vice-Guardians  concur  in  this  opinion,  and  I believe  have 
already  transmitted  a specific  plan. 

I am  most  anxious  to  put  into  operation  the  test  of  stone-breaking,  and  have 
fixed  on  several  depots  which  appear  advantageously  circumstanced.  We  have 
not  as  yet  got  the  hammers  from  the  Board  of  Works,  which  is  now  the  only 
cause  of  delay.  Our  out-door  relief  list  is  increasing  with  alarming  rapidity, 
being  now  7701. 

The  inmates  of  the  house  amount  to  769,  in  consequence  of  some  discharges 
in  the  course  of  the  week. 

5 A 2 
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Camck-on-Shan  ■ 
non  Union. 


We  have  received  the  clothes  -which  I purchased  in  Dublin,  and  are  appro- 
priating them  as  judiciously  as  we  can. 

An  overcharge  of  11/.  Us.  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Cosgrave,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  has  not  yet  been  paid. 

I have  written  to  Mr.  Cosgrave  to  correct  the  error  in  his  account  and  settle 
the  matter  at  once,  so  as  to  entitle  the  Union  to  five  per  cent,  for  ready  money, 
as  per  agreement. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  '.—February  18,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  that  the  Vice-Guardians  should  imme- 
diately require  Mr.  Laird  to  resign,  or  suspend  him  with  a view  to  his  dismissal 
under  order,  and  proceed  to  obtain  the  services  of  a more  fit  person  for  the 
responsible  duties  of  a relieving  officer. 

They  consider  it  of  much  importance  to  have  the  relieving  officers’  books 
properly  kept ; and  trust  that  the  Vice-Guardians  will  promptly  adopt  measures 
for  this  object. 

In  reference  to  your  observations  on  the  proposal  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to 
appoint  assistants  to  the  relieving  officers,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state 
that  if  such  aid  be  only  required  for  so  short  a time  as  you  mention  (three 
weeks),  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  alter  the  districts  as  already  settled,  and  it 
would  be  more  advisable  to  employ  persons  to  execute  the  clerk-work  described, 
with  a view  of  allowing  the  officers  more  time  for  visiting  the  abodes  of  appli- 
cants for  relief. 

The  Commissioners  have  read  with  much  concern  your  account  of  the  desti- 
tute condition  of  families  who  have  been  deprived  of  their  cabins,  and  l'or 
whom  workhouse  accommodation  has  not  been  as  yet  provided,  although  you 
subsequently  state  that  you  consider  it  practicable  to  provide  additional  accom- 
modation at  the  -workhouse  for  200  or  250  inmates.  The  Commissioners  trust 
that  for  this  object  such  means  as  may  be  available,  will  be  immediately 
applied. 


Mr.  O’Reilly,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  15,  1848. 

I beg  to  be  favoured  with  the  views  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  fol- 
lowing subject : — 

A property  in  this  neighbourhood  over  which  the  late  Mr.  Waldron,  who 
was  recently  shot,  had  been  receiver  under  the  Court  of  Chancery,  has  residing 
on  it  a great  number  of  pauper  tenants,  who  are  every  day  applying  to  the 
relieving  officer  for  relief,  but  he  finding  them  in  occupation  of  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  of  land,  refuses  relief;  these  people  are  anxious  to  give  up 
possession  of  their  land,  but  know  not  to  whom  they  should  surrender ; the 
bailiff  refuses  to  take  it,  and  there  is  as  yet  no  agent  or  receiver  appointed, 
meanwhile  the  people  may  die  of  starvation  as  we  cannot  take  them  into  the 
workhouse.  Under  these  circumstances  I would  wish  to  be  favoured  by  the 
Commissioners,  at  then'  earliest  convenience,  with  their  opinion  as  to  what 
would  be  the  best  course  for  me  to  adopt. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  16,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  by  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension 
Act,  it  is  merely  the  occupation  or  non-occupation  of  a quarter  of  an  acre  of 
land  which  is  made  a criterion  of  destitution,  provided  that  an  applicant  for 
relief  may  otherwise  be  deemed  entitled  to  it. 

Hence  the  Vice-Guardians,  as  far  as  that  clause  is  concerned,  are  warranted 
in  relieving  any  body  who  is  not  in  such  occupation;  and  they  are  not  bound 
to  investigate  title  at  all,  or  to  ascertain  whether  the  tenant’s  interest  has  been 
legally  determined  by  surrender  or  otherwise. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — February  15,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state*  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  on  consultation  with  the  Vice-Guardians  this  day  on  the  subject  of  some 
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pressing  demands  upon  us,  and  the  probable  amount  of  funds  which  may  be 
immediately  available  to  meet  those  demands,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  annlv 
to  the  Commissioners  for  a loan  of  5001.  ' 

I must  at  the  same  time  say  that  I am  very  much  averse  to  seek  foreign  aid, 
and  would  greatly  prefer  depending  wholly  on  our  own  resources  which  I have 
little  doubt  will  be  available  as  soon  as  we  shall  require  them. 

The  four  collectors  are  now  in  action,  and  I have  no  doubt  will  be  found  to 
discharge  their  duties  zealously,  vigorously,  and  with  credit  to  themselves. 

The  delay  that  has  taken  place  in  getting  the  collection  into  operation  is 
much  to  be  regretted. 

I feel  tolerably  confident  we  shall  not  require  to  touch  the  loan  should  the 
Commissioners  be  pleased  to  grant  it,  and  for  my  own  part  I should  consider  it 
more  creditable  to  myself  to  dispense  altogether  with  it,  nevertheless,  as  it  may 
be  the  more  prudent  course  to  have  it  available  in  case  of  need,  I deem  it  right 
to  forego  every  other  consideration  and  make  the  application. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—February  18,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  application  has  been  made  to  Count  Strzelecki  for  a 
loan  of  500/.  to  assist  the  Vice- Guardians  in  providing  for  the  immediate  wants 
of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union,  pending  the  collection  of  the  poor-rate. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — -February  16,  1848. 

1.  Our  report  of  the  past  week’s  transactions  in  the  Carrick-on-SIiannon 
Union  is  as  follows : — 

Rates  and  Rate  Collectors. 

2.  No  rate  has  yet  been  lodged  by  the  collector,  who  has  already  been  at 
work,  and  we  will  not  likely  ascertain  his  progress  until  next  meeting  We 
yesterday  placed  the  remaining  rate  collectors  in  operation,  their  warrants 
being  signed  by  us,  so  that  the  rate  in  all  the  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union  is 
now  in  progress  of  collection.  The  collectors  seem  zealous  in  their  duty,  and 
our  vigilance  and  attention  shall  be  directed  to  this  service  to  the  fullest  extent. 
The  unavoidable  delays  (from  the  position  in  which  we  found  the  Union  in 
respect  of  rates)  in  placing  the  rate  in  collection,  has  left  us  short  of  adequate 
funds  to  meet  our  expenditure  for  the  extensive  relief  in  operation,  and  we 
have  already  applied  to  you  for  a loan  of  500/.,  which  application  we  trust  may 
be  successful. 

Workhouse. 

3.  The  illness  from  fever  of  the  master,  matron,  and  schoolmaster,  has  created 
much  inconvenience  in  the  management  of  the  workhouse  during  the  past  week, 
still  we  think  the  state  of  the  house  is  not  retrograding.  Our  personal  exertions 
have  been  much  engaged  with  the  duties  of  the  workhouse  officers.  Some 
improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  dietary,  and  in  numerous  minor  arrange- 
ments. One  great  defect  is  the  want  of  adequate  means  of  keeping  employed 
the  able-bodied  men  in  the  workhouse ; this  can  only  be  remedied  by  a more 
effective  staff  of  officers.  We  obtain,  on  Friday  next,  the  services  of  Mr.  Heran 
as  temporary  master,  from  whom  we  expect  good  assistance ; and  we  have  also 
elected  a schoolmaster  and  assistant-clerk.  As  the  minutes  of  our  meetings 
contain  full  details  of  our  proceedings,  we  need  not  allude  to  such  here  at 
greater  length. 

Out-door  Relief. 

4.  From  the  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  receiving  implements  from  the 
Board  of  Works,  we  have  yet  been  unable  to  set  the  able-bodied  men  to  stone- 
breaking. Superintendents  are  engaged,  stones  contracted  for,  and  every  thing 
ready  to  commence  the  system  of  employing  the  able-bodied.  This  test, 
together  with  the  employment  that  will  likely  soon  be  given  by  the  farmers, 
the  numbers  we  will  be  able  to  admit  to  workhouse,  so  soon  as  we  get  more 
effective  officers,  and  the  additional  clothing  we  have  ordered,  will  we  doubt 
not  effect  a great  reduction  in  our  lists,  upon  which  are  now  almost  8000 
receiving  out  relief.  We  are  proceeding  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  bring  up  the 
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arrears  in  the  relieving  officers’  books ; and  the  applications  hitherto  unattended 
to  have  now  been  nearly  all  visited. 

5.  We  have  every  hope  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union  shortly  presenting  abetter 
aspect  than  they  have  for  some  time  exhibited. 


Captain  Wynne,  to  the  Commissioners  February  19,  1848. 

I ha.ve  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I have  found  it  necessary  to  turn  my  attention  for  the  past  week  to  the 
Boyle  Union. 

Numerous  communications  have  been  addressed  to  me,  representing  in  the 
strongest  terms  the  vast  extent  of  destitution,  and  the  consequent  suffering 
existing  in  that  Union,  and  the  urgent  necessity  for  the  prompt  application  of 
the  funds  of  the  British  Relief  Association  on  an  ample  scale. 

In  order  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the  extent  of  the  evil,  and  to  deter- 
mine the  scale  on  which  relief  would  be  necessary,  I made  a personal  inspection 
of  many  localities,  from  which,  and  from  all  the  local  information  I was  able 
to  obtain,  I came  to  the  conclusion  that  no  sufficient  grounds  existed  for  those 
strong  and  urgent  representations. 

Many  townlands  exhibit  strong  marks  of  the  march  of  the  enemy,  in  the 
multitudes  of  ruined  cottages  or  cabins,  the  absence  of  every  description  of 
cattle,  and  the  neglected  state  of  the  land ; yet  these  contain  less  destitution, 
and  stand  less  in  need  of  relief,  than  the  most  favoured  townlands  in  the 
majority  of  the  electoral  divisions  in  this  (Carrick-on-Shannon)  Union. 

I have  established  three  bakeries  in  the  Union,  which  I think  will  supply 
ample  means  of  relief ; the  workhouse  oven  at  Boyle,  two  small  ovens  at 
Keadew,  and  two  at  Clogher.  They  are  already  in  operation,  and  I hope  to  be 
able  to  supply  in  the  course  of  next  week  as  large  a quantity  of  bread  as  may 
be  required  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  juvenile  population. 

The  Guardians  have  allowed  me  to  erect  a second  oven  in  the  workhouse, 
which  will  be  in  operation  on  next  Monday  week,  when  I purpose  supplying 
the  entire  Union  from  the  two  workhouse  ovens,  which  will  greatly  facilitate 
control  and  supervision,  and  the  prevention  of  fraud. 

I have  supplied  during  the  past  week  18,620  rations  to  2,660  children 
attending  38  schools  in  the  Boyle  Union.  I have  made  arrangements  to  add 
next  week  one-third  more,  which  I hope  may  be  fouiid  sufficient 

I regret  to  have  to  observe  that,  beyond  incessant  letter-writing,  I find  still 
less  disposition  to  active  assistance  and  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  patrons 
of  schools  in  the  Boyle  Union  than  I found  in  this;  nor  can  I induce  any  indi- 
vidual or  Committee  to  incur  the  trifling  expenses  of  sending  proper  carriers 
and  baskets  for  the  bread.  This,  however,  I attribute  to  the  fact,  that  the  case 
of  Boyle  is  not  nearly  so  urgent  as  that  of  this  Union. 

Nothing  can  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  rationing  of  the  schools  in  this 
Union.  All  parties  appear  aware  of  the  vast  benefit  which  is  derived  from  it, 
and  consequently  render  much  more  assistance  than  in  the  commencement ; in 
fact  I have  now  little  trouble  with  this  portion  of  my  duties. 

I have  issued  the  past  week  28,363  rations  to  4242  children,  attending  62 
schools  in  this  Union. 

Our  out-door  relief  list  has  increased  very  considerably,  and  I think  will 
amount  next  week  to  9950. 

As  yet  we  have  not  received  the  implements  applied  for  to  the  Board  of 
Works  ; this  delay  is  productive  of  the  worst  consequences. 

We  have  fixed  on  the  necessary  depots  for  stone-breaking  in  the  several 
relief  districts,  as  also  fit  and  proper  persons  as  overseers,  and  are  quite  pre- 
pared to  go  to  work  the  moment  we  receive  the  implements,  when  I fully 
expect  our  list  will  rapidly  decrease. 

Notwithstanding  the  vast  amount  of  destitution  to  be  contended  with  in  this 
Union,  I think  the  amount  of  relief  now  afforded  ought  to  be  ample  to  meet  it. 
You  will  perceive  that  next  week  25  per  cent,  of  the  entire  population  of  the 
Union  will  be  in  receipt  of  relief  from  various  sources. 

The  collection  of  the  rates  is  in  full  operation,  and  although  not  as  large  as 
might  be  wished,  the  week’s  receipts  are,  as  I anticipated,  quite  sufficient  to 
enable  us  to  confine  ourselves  to  our  own  resources,  which  I am  most  anxious 
to  do  as  long  as  possible. 
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The  amount  actually  collected  is  2 76/.  11s.  2 id.  The  collectors  whose 
duties  lay  in  the  rural  districts  were  not  anxious  to  receive  cash  on  their  first 
application,  but  preferred,  as  the  safer  course,  serving  the  six  days’  notice,  and 
being  paid  at  their  office  in  Carrick-on-Shannon ; hence  the  amount  collected 
is  not  as  large  as  it  otherwise  would  have  been. 

With  one  exception,  there  has  been  no  violence  or  threat  attempted  towards 
the  collectors,  nor  do  I anticipate  much,  so  changed  is  the  state  of  the  country 
by  the  proclamation,  special  commission,  and  the  relief  afforded. 

The  exception  referred  to  was  the  case  of  a gentleman  of  some  importance 
in  the  county,  who  threatened  to  shoot  Mr.  Shaw  if  he  called  again.  We 
mean  to  try  the  matter  with  him  on  Monday,  and  by  the  adoption  of  strong- 
measures,  endeavour  to  nip  the  system  in  the  bud. 

We  appointed  a relieving  officer  (Mr.  George  Mills,  of  Cherrybrook),  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Bird,  late  relieving  officer  of  the  Elphin  electoral  division. 

He  is  of  a better  class  than  those  persons  heretofore  appointed  to  the  office  in 
this  Union ; and  I should  recommend  that  his  salary  should  be  raised  to  35/. 
per  annum ; 30/.  (the  salary  which  his  predecessor  received)  being,  in  my 
opinion,  inadequate  remuneration  for  such  a person  as  it  is  desirable  to  employ 
in  a situation  of  such  heavy  responsibility.  The  district  is  not  so  extensive  as 
many  others  in  the  Union,  but  the  duties  are  very  onerous. 

The  relieving  officers  generally  are,  I believe,  exerting  themselves  to  their 
utmost,  but  from  their  inefficiency  and  ignorance  of  business  habits,  their  books 
are  not  yet  in  a satisfactory  state. 

We  shall  avail  ourselves  of  the  first  opportunity  of  dispensing  with  the  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  Laird,  relieving  officer. 

I shall  feel  obliged  for  the  Commissioners’  sanction  of  Mr.  Gorge  Mills’ 
appointment;  he  is  already  acquainted  with  the  duties,  and  ready  to  go  to  work 
without  delay. 

The  state  of  the  workhouse  has  improved  during  the  past  week,  but  by  no 
means  to  that  extent  which  might  be  expected  from  the  judicious  arrangements 
of  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  their  indefatigable  labours  to  carry  them  out. 
Disease  exists  to  a formidable  extent,  though  the  type  is  certainly  considerably 
mitigated.  We  have  at  present  160  in  hospital,  and  21  deaths  during  the  past 
week,  exhibiting  an  increase  of  disease  and  a decrease  of  mortality,  by  more 
than  a third ; the  deaths  which  have  taken  place  have  been  confined  almost 
exclusively  to  recent  admissions. 

We  have  effected  much  improvement  in  the  arrangements  for  the  supply  and 
management  of  water  for  the  house ; the  pipes,  cocks,  and  boilers,  are  now  in 
good  working  order,  and  a commensurate  improvement  is  discernable  in  the 
kitchen  and  laundry  operations. 

We  have  at  present  only  760  inmates  in  the  houle,  and  we  hope  that  after 
we  have  thoroughly  cleansed  and  whitewashed  the  entire  house,  and  fitted  up 
the  shed  already  standing  on  the  workhouse  site,  we  shall  be  able  to  accom- 
modate 350  additional  inmates,  and  again  apply  the  workhouse  test  to  the 
able-bodied. 

The  books  are  again  in  arrear,  in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  all  the  officers, 
except  the  clerk.  I trust,  however,  that  this  may  be  the  last  time  I shall  have 
to  report  this  circumstance,  as  our  new  master  is  determined  to  use  every 
possible  exertion  to  bring  them  up  during  the  next  week. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  24,  1848. 

I Am  to  state  that  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Works  has  been  drawn 
to  the  application  for  implements  for  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied 
persons  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  await  answers  to  the  usual  queries  relating  to  Mr.  Mills, 
whom  the  Vice-Guardians  propose  to  appoint  relieving  officer  for  the  Elphin 
electoral  division. 


Carrick-on-Shan- 
non Union. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  23,  1848. 

1.  We  beg  now  to  afford  our  weekly  observations  regarding  the  Carrick- 
on-Shannon  Union. 

Rates. 


2.  The  progress  of  the  collectors  cannot  be  fully  known  until  Saturday,  up 
to  which  time  it  is  our  wish  they  should  give  their  undivided  attention  to  their 
duties  in  their  respective  districts,  and  we  have  therefore  not  called  on , them 
for  attendance  on  us.  We  have  much  confidence  in  their  vigorous  discharge 
of  the  duties,  and  hope  in  our  next  report  to  be  able  to  afford  satisfactory 
evidence  in  this  respect.  We  are  endeavouring  to  ascertain  the  amounts  in  the 
hands  of  former  rate-collectors,  which  amounts  arise  from  two  sources,  viz. : — 
Sums  which  appear  to  have  been  collected  by  them  and  not  lodged,  and  sums 
which  they  have  returned  as  arrears,  although  actually  received  by  them,  and 
receipts  given.  When  we  ascertain  clearly  these  defalcations,  we  shall  proceed 
to  consider  what  proceedings  shall  be  adopted  against  the  defaulters.  From 
these  causes  a great  deficiency  will  arise  in  the  proceeds  of  former  rates — a 
deficiency  arising  altogether  from  want  of  proper  supervision  of  the  rate-col- 
lectors’ accounts  during  the  existence  of  the  late  Board,  and  which  will  amount 
to  many  hundred  pounds. 

Workhouse. 


3.  The  temporary  master  (Mr.  Horan)  we  employed,  has  been  most  efficient, 
and  under  his  superintendence  we  have  strong  expectations  of  great  improve- 
ment in  workhouse  management.  One  important  point  is  the  restoration  of  the 
establishment  to  a state  of  healthfulness.  The  prevalence  of  sickness  (attri- 
butable to  the  imperfect  dietary  among  other  causes)  exhibited  so  painfully  in 
the  children,  requires  that  the  greatest  attention  should  be  given  to  arrest  its 
progress. 

Out-door  Relief. 

4.  The  applicants  still  continue  numerous,  and  the  relieving  officers  all  unite 
in  testifying  to  the  wide-spread  distress  which  exists  in  the  Union,  justifying 
the  extended  relief  which  is  being  given  at  present.  From  the  delays  in  pro- 
curing the  implements  from  the  Board  of  Works,  the  labour- test  has  not  been 
introduced,  buthope  however  for  its  immediate  introduction  ; and  in  our  next 
report  shall  likely  be  able  to  describe  its  working.  We  are  not  disposed  to 
think  that  many  evils  have  yet  arisen  from  the  relief  to  able-bodied  men  being 
untested ; but  for  a further  period  that  system  we  are  convinced  would  be  most 
disadvantageous. 

5.  The  order  on  Commissariat  stores  for  5001.  worth  of  provisions  which 
shall  aid  us  usefully  in  meeting  our  expenditure  for  relief  until  the  rates  are 
made  available. 

Fever  Shed. 

6.  We  shall  proceed  with  all  possible' promptitude  to  substitute  a proper 
shed  (the  erection  of  which  we  are  taking  measures  to  accomplish)  for  the 
present  wooden  huts;  but  some  time  must  necessarily  elapse  from  the  defective 
description  of  operatives  in  this  country  before  its  completion,  unless  we  can 
manage  to  get  a contractor  from  another  locality. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — February  26,  1848. 

Considerable  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  interior  economy  of 
the  workhouse ; discipline,  order,  and  cleanliness  have  advanced  even  beyond  my 
•expectation  ; the  culinary  and  laundry  machinery  are  in  good  order,  and  the 
operations  of  those  departments  regular  and  satisfactory;  classification  has  pro- 
gressed, every  inmate  able  to  do  anything  has  been  put  to  work  ; our  hew  clothing 
has  been  appropriated ; whitewashing,  cleansing,  and  ventilation  are  going  on  in 
various  parts  of  the  building;  the  yards  and  gardens  are  being  put  in  order,  and 
the  entire  establishment  begins  to  wear  a totally  different  aspect  from  what  it  has 
done  heretofore. 
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The  sanitaiy  condition  of  the  house  is  decidedly  improving  rapidly ; and  we 
may  now  with  perfect  safety  apply  the  spare  accommodation  which  we  have 
prepared  in  the  house  to  the  admission  of  300  or  350  from  the  out-door  relief 
list,  which,  if  honestly  and  judiciously  done  by  the  relieving  officers,  will  most 
probably  strike  off  2000  or  3000  from  that  list.  We  have  placed  from  20  to  30 
vacancies  at  the  disposal  of  each  of  these  officers,  directing  them  to  test  in  the  first 
instance  those  on  their  respective  lists  on  whom  the  test  is  most  likely  to  operate, 
and  intimating  that  we  shall  judge  of  the  judgment  and  zeal  with  which  they  have 
discharged  this  important  duty  by  the  results  in  each  particular  case. 

I anticipate  the  most  beneficial  results  from  this  move,  if  judiciously  and 
dexterously  executed,  but  the  stupidity,  awkwardness,  or  dishonesty  of  our  sub- 
ordinates mar  to  a certain  extent  our  best  considered  plans. 

The  out-door  relief  list  still  continues  to  increase  with  alarming  rapidity,  and 
this  week  has  reached  the  enormous  number  of  14,700,  notwithstanding  that  we 
are  rigidly  enforcing  the  quarter  acre  clause,  but  destitution  is  almost  universal  in 
this  Union. 

In  consequence  of  complaints  preferred  against  the  relieving  officers  by 
individuals,  I investigated  many  cases  during  the  past  week;  the  result  has  led  to 
the  conclusion  that  very  few  persons  are  at  present  receiving  relief  on  our  out- 
door relief  list  who  are  not  legally  entitled  to  it,  and  none  who  do  not  stand  in 
need  of  it. 

The  complaints  were  principally  of  non-feasance  on  the  part  of  the  relieving 
officers,  few  of  mis-feasance  were  made,  and  none  proved. 

We  have  now  in  receipt  of  relief  in  this  Union  20,600  individuals,  more  than 
one-third  of  the  entire  population.  On  the  in-door  and  out-door  lists  15,400, 
rationed  in  the  schools  5000,  and  receiving  cash  and  food  according  to  their 
necessities,  being  cases  to  which  neither  of  the  aforesaid  sources  are  applicable, 
200. 

The  clamour  for  relief  still  continues,  and  still  the  streets  and  roads  are  dis- 
graced by  beggars,  who  although  receiving  relief  are  allowed  to  continue  their 
profession  as  an  auxiliary,  in  consequence  of  an  apparent  determination  on  the  part 
of  the  magistrates  not  to  enforce  the  Vagrant  Act. 

Complaints  have  been  made  during  the  past  week  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
labourers,  in  consequence  of  the  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied ; but  we  found 
that  the  complainants  required  services  either  in  liquidation  of  old  debts,  or  for 
“ their  bit,”  as  this  mode  of  remuneration  for  labour  is  termed ; in  neither  of  which 
cases  did  we  consider  that  we  would  be  justified  in  directing  that  the  recipient  of 
relief  should  be  struck  off  the  lists. 

The  relieving  officers  have  orders  in  all  cases  where  fair  terms  are  offered  by 
the  applicant  to  the  recipient  of  relief,  to  strike  off  the  latter  in  case  of  his 
refusal. 

In  consequence  of  the  very  serious  amount  to  which  the  expenditure  on  out- 
door relief  has  now  reached,  the  consideration  of  the  best  means  to  promote 
economy  and  prevent  fraud  and  imposition  has  become  of  still  greater  importance 
than  heretofore. 

As  the  best  means  of  achieving  these  important  objects,  I should  strongly 
recommend  the  adoption  of  cooked  food  in  the  shape  of  ryemeal  bread,  or  bread 
made  of  that  material  mixed  with  either  Indian  corn  meal,  or,  what  is  better  and 
cheaper,  barley  meal.  This  bread  possesses  many  advantages  over  any  other  form 
in  which  I have  as  yet  seen  food  relief  dispensed.  Its  appearance  in  a house  at 
once  stamps  the  owner  as  a recipient  of  charity,  or  it  is  evidence  of  fraud  which 
may  easily  be  detected.  It  cannot  be  so  easily  converted  into  money  as  the  raw 
material.  It  is  decidedly  the  cheapest  and  most  wholesome  food,  as  is  evident 
from  the  improved  appearance  of  those  children  who  have  received  it  for  the  last 
10  weeks  iu  this  Union,  and  is  peculiarly  suited  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
Union,  where  there  are  such  vast  numbers  of  the  poor  who  have  not.  any  means  of 
cooking  meal,  not  having  houses  of  their  own,  and  in  many  cases  not  being  able  to 
procure  lodgings. 

Impressed  with  the  value  of  this  description  of  bread,  as  applicable  to  purposes 
of  out-door  relief  under  the  Poor  Laws,  I have  directed  my  attention  this  past  week 
to  the  erection  of  ovens  in  the  workhouse,  and  will  transmit  a plan  and  specili ca- 
tion to  the  Commissioners  in  course  of  next  week.  I would  propose  to  place 
them,  four  in  number,  off  the  mill-room,  making  that  apartment  available  for  peel 
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room,  &c.,  and  a loft  to  be  erected  over  it  for  bread  and  meal  store — the  cost  would 
be  about  50/.  The  oven  which  I have  been  allowed  by  the  Guardians  to  erect  in 
the  Boyle  workhouse,  together  with  the  peel-room,  will  cost  about  8/. ; it  is  nearly 
finished,  and  will  be  in  operation  next  week. 

In  this  Union  rye-meal  bread  is  produced  for  three-fifths  of  a penny  per  pound, 
as  follows; — 


Meal,  per  ton 
Salt  . 


Baking,  per  ton 


£.  s.  d. 
.700 
.013 
.10  0 


8 1 3 


Producing  3000  lbs.  of  bread  at  a little  more  than  three-fifths  of  a penny  per 
pound. 

In  the  Boyle  Union,  where  I bake  in  the  workhouse,  the  baking  costs  but  5s. 
per  ton,  which  reduces  the  bread  to  a little  more  than  a halfpenny  per  pound. 

Bread  of  rye  and  Indian  meal,  in  equal  quantities,  stands  in  five-sevenths  of  a 
penny  in  this  Union,  and  something  over  four-sevenths  in  Boyle  Union. 

Tne  weekly  cost  of  the  youngest  class  of  children  on  my  list  is  2 $d.  in  this  Union 
on  bread  of  two  meals,  rye  and  Indian. 

d. 

Second  class  3* 

Third  class  . . . 4 

Average  ...  . 3j 

In  Boyle  it  is  less.  Weekly  rations  of  ryemeal  bread  stand  in  the  Boyle  Union 
for — 


d. 

Youngest  class  . . 2 

Second  class  . . . 2§ 

Third  class  . . . 3j 

Average  2? 


The  daily  rations  are  8 ounces,  10  ounces,  and  12  ounces. 

I regret  to  say  the  collectors  have  not  succeeded  as  I expected  in  the  past  week’s 
collection,  the  total  amount  being  only  153/.  7s.  Mr.  Scott  has  been  detained  the 
greater  part  of  the  week  at  Roscommon  assizes,  and  consequently  unable  to  do 
much ; the  other  collectors  report  that  every  gentleman’s  door  was  shut  against 
them,  and  that  they  received  no  rates  except  from  the  poorest  class,  the  highest 
amount  paid  by  any  individual  being  155. 

Upwards  of  1000  notices  are  served,  but,  as  there  will  be  no  sessions  till  after 
the  assizes,  it  is  the  determination  of  the  collectors  to  drive  the  next  week  every 
gentleman’s  lands  who  may  be  a defaulter.  The  poorer  classes  appear  to  pay 
whenever  they  are  able.  r r 

I am  of  opinion  it  will  be  necessary  to  renew  the  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the 
able-bodied,  which  will  expire  on  the  20th  instant,  for  a period  of  two  months. 

In  this  the  Vice- Guardians  coincide  with  me. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  2,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  furnish  the  Commissioners 
with  a statement  of  the  extent  to' which  committals  under  the  Vagrant  Act  have 
been  already  made  in  the  Union,  and  the  number  of  arrests  made  where  committals 
were  subsequently  refused,  stating  the  grounds  of  refusal,  and  the  names  of  the 
magistrates  in  each  case. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  express  the  Commissioners’  thanks  for  your  observa- 
tions with  regard  to  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  issue  of  cooked  food  to 
recipients  of  out-door  relief. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — -February  29,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  the  Commissioners  our  usual  weekly 
statement  regarding  the  affairs  of  the  Carnck-on-Skannon  Union. 
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Mr.  Scott 

Collected  (luring 
the  week. 
£8 

Collected  altogether 
employed. 

£230 

Mr.  Shaw 

60 

60 

Mr.  Fitzgerald,  u 

nknown,  as  he  did  not  attend. 

Mr.  M'Cullogh 

. £70 

70 

These  sums  are  made  up  chiefly  of  payments  from  the  smaller  class  of  occupiers, 
very  little  yet  having  been  received  from  immediate  lessors,  or  those  liable  for  large 
amounts.  The  collectors  state,  however,  that  from  the  arrangements  they  have 
made,  considerable  payments  are  expected  during  the  current  week  from  the  latter 
classes.  These  officers  evince  every  anxiety  to  prosecute  their  work  with  vigour, 
and  we  are  urging  that  course  by  all  the  means  in  our  power.  The  difficulties 
which  the  collectors  had  to  contend  with  at  their  outset,  in  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  localities — and  few  people  being  disposed  to  pay  on  the  first  demand — 
together  with  the  absence  at  the  assizes  of  many  of  those  by  whom  large  sums  are 
due,  perhaps  sufficiently  account  for  the  small  progress  made  last  week  in  the 
collection ; next  week,  when  these  causes  may  not  exist  to  the  same  extent,  we  trust 
will  bring  a large  accession  to  the  finances  of  the  Union. 


Bates. 

2.  The  collectors  have  made  the  following  progress  : — 


Funds. 

3.  The  small  amount  of  rates  made  available  has  rendered  our  finances  incom- 
mensurate to  meet  the  demands  upon  us  for  the  supplies  for  present  consumption. 
At  our  meeting  on  Saturday,  the  bills  contracted  for  articles  furnished  under  our 
own  orders  amounted  to  500?.,  and  only  a sum  of  260?.  was  in  treasurer’s  hands. 
This  deficiency  we  hope  will  not  again  exist. 


Workhouse. 

4.  Under  the  management  of  Mr.  Horan,  our  recently  appointed  acting  master, 
the  house  is  assuming  a greatly  improved  appearance.  All  the  defects  are  being 
remedied,  and  we  hope  ere  long  the  institution  will  approach  a satisfactory  con- 
dition. The  accounts  are  commenced  on  a new  footing,  and  for  the  future,  at 
least,  the  keeping  of  proper  records,  and  accuracy  in  them,  will  be  ensured.  The 
improved  sanitary  state  of  the  house,  the  introduction  of  adequate  arrangements 
for  the  diet,  clothing,  and  all  the  physical  requirements  of  the  inmates,  and  the 
establishment  of  discipline  and  order,  have  placed  us  in  a position  to  receive  almost 
immediately  an  increase  to  the  numbers  to  the  extent  of  300. 

5.  Mr.  Kelly,  the  master,  still  suffering  from  fever,  has  tendered  his  resignation. 
The  new  schoolmaster  is  giving  fair  promise ; and  we  have  removed  from  the 
establishment,  according  to  previous  arrangement,  the  former  schoolmaster,  the 
assistant  schoolmaster,  and  the  assistant  master,  and  find  advantage  from  the  con- 
densation and  alteration  in  the  workhouse  staff. 

Accounts. 

6.  The  clerk  has  been  employed  at  the  arrear  accounts,  and  has  a prospect  of 
having  those  for  the  half-year  ending  25th  March,  1847,  completed  in  a few  days. 
Although  the  backward  state  of  his  work  is  presumptive  evidence  of  his  neglect, 
still  we  must  testify  to  his  extreme  industry  since  he  came  under  our  observation. 
We  have  every  hope  that  at  no  distant  time  the  accounts  will  all  be  made  up,  and 
the  Commissioners’  order  in  this  respect  fully  complied  with. 

Out-door  Belief. 

i . We  have  issued  instructions  to  each  of  the  relieving  officers,  that  they  have 
power  to  transfer  10  able-bodied  men  and  their  families  from  the  out-door  relief 
lists  to  the  workhouse.  The  spare  space  in  the  house  already  alluded  to,  we  think, 
has  warrante<_  us  in  this  procedure ; and  we  are  convinced  that  if  the  relieving 
officers  exercise  the  power  they  possess,  in  thus  ordering  actual  admission  into  the 

5 B 2 
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■ workhouse  to  10  cases,  they  may  at  once  exclude  almost  all  the  doubtful  persons 
of  the  class  of  able-bodied  men  from  their  lists.  They  have  been  directed  to  offer 
the  workhouse  to  those  least  likely  to  accept  it;  in  the  event  of  the  first  10  to 
whom  they  order  this  relief  refusing  its  acceptance,  to  extend  the  test  to  a further 
number,  until  they  get  10  cases  who  will  really  enter  the  workhouse.  This  will 
also  be  a preparative  for  the  labour  test,  which  we  arc  prepared  to  introduce  the 
day  the  implements  are  obtained  from  the  Board  of  Works  The  proposed  mode 
of  managing  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied,  we  append  a statement  of  (vide 
Enclosure  No.  1),  which  is  probably  as  simple  and  economical  as  could  be  adopted, 
and  as  likely  to  succeed  as  one  which  would  involve  a more  expensive  staff”. 
Proper  contractors  could  not  be  procured  to  supply  the  rations  to  tile  poor ; and 
more  frequent  issues  than  weekly  could  not  be  accomplished  by  the  present 
number  of  relieving  officers.  We  look  forward  to  our  relief  lists  soon  containing 
those  alone  whose  destitution  is  ascertained  by  an  adequate  test. 

. 8.  From  our  observation  we  are  not  disposed  to  think  the  out-door  relief  pro- 
vided in  this  Union,  extensive  as  it  is  (14,000  being  on  the  lists  last  week,  and  the 
relieving  officers’  estimate  of  provisions  required  for  succeeding  week  amounting  to 
40  tons),  exceeds  what  the  occasion  demands.  From  the  character  and  position 
of  the  country,  the  total  absence  of  manufactures  or  any  employment,  and  almost 
sole  dependence  on  the  produce  of  the  land,  a large  proportion  of  the  population 
were,  for  some  months  preceding  their  being  relieved,  dependent  for  support  on 
the  most  slender  means.  The  deficiency  of  food  and  the  inclemency  of  the  winter, 
with  the  inadequate  means  of  resisting  the  latter,  had  reduced  this  helpless  section 
of  the  community  to  a state  of  the  greatest  debility  and  attenuation,  of  which  full 
and  sad  proof  was  afforded  by  their  aspect.  At  the  same  time  we  doubt  not  that 
many  of  these  persons  would  have  rejected  workhouse  relief  or  relief  when  sub- 
jected to  a labour-test ; they  would  have  endeavoured  to  sustain  existence,  but  the 
eflort  would  have  rendered  them  too  weak  now  for  work,  and  prepared  them  for 
the  ravages  of  disease.  Those  persons  who  had  recently  merged  into  subjects  for 
relief  by  relinquishing  their  small  holdings  of  land  would,  from  a sense  of  degra- 
dation, have  been  peculiarly  likely  to  reject  relief  which  was  to  be  obtained  through 
the  mediumof  stone-breaking  or  the  workhouse.  It  appears  to  us,  therefore,  that 
numbers  who,  however  industriously  disposed  could  not  find  employment,  would 
have  sunk  into  comparative  starvation  rather  than  accept  the  tested  relief.  Further 
those  who  might  have  accepted  relief,  submitting  to  the  test  of  stone-breaking, 
would  in  all  probability  have  acquired  the  germ  of  disease  by  the  exposure  to  the 
severe  weather  of  the  past  season,  and  the  burden  upon  society  of  widows  and 
orphans,  and  the  helpless  beings  with  shattered  frames  and  broken  constitutions, 
already  weighty  (the  consequence  of  the  employment  under  Labour  Rate  Act) 
would  have  been  increased.  The  work,  however,  which  is  opening  to  some  extent 
at  spring  labour , will  now  afford  a resource  to  those  really  destitute  who  would 
not  accept  relief  m the  workhouse  or  with  labour,  and  the  present  becomes  a 
suitable  time  for  the  introduction  of  a full  test.  Its  being  further  deferred  we  are 
sensible  nnght  foster  indolence;  but  the  object  has  been  effected— the  able-bodied 
who  could  be  legally  relieved  have  been  fed  and  kept  in  strength  (it  is  hoped)  to 
meet  the  ensuing  labour ; their  constitutions  have  not  been  sapped  nor  the 
dements  implanted  for  a coming  season  of  renewed  pestilence;  and  we  trust  the 
moral  evils  which  under  ordinary  circumstances  are  the  result  of  out-door  relief  to 
the  able-bodied  have  not  resulted. 

nrewil^f  of  the  attention  of  the  relieving  officers  to  the 

Slip  l °f  the  ,abu®?  llkely  to  arise  when  the  labour-test  is  commenced  from 
d ui  the11’  famiheS’  and  relief  being  g^en  t0  P^sons  not 
tained  in’  EncCe'Na^  ^ Sanctl°D’  Issue  to  them  instructions  con- 

„ d meal  s0  defective  in  quality  that  we  could  not  take 

fU  T°Ui  °f  t,he  °rder  for  500/-  ^ich  we  received  from  the 
ButnJi  Association  and  only  used  two  hundred  and  four  pounds’  worth.  We 

relief  oS-s  6 ^ arran&ements  for  V^/ev  supply  of  all  the 

Liabilities. 

11.  We  have  formed  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  Union  until  the  1st  of 
November  next,  previous  to  winch  time  another  rate  could  not  be  made  available; 
and  we  have  also  estimated  the  amount  likely  to  arise  from  the  rate  at  present  in 
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collection  (vide  Enclosure  No.  4).  From  this  calculation  it  becomes  apparent 
that  the  rates  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  will  be  unable  to  meet  the 
expenditure  for  relief  of  the  poor  during  the  next  eight  months,  without  appro- 
priating any  sum  in  liquidation  of  the  debts  of  the  late  Board.  The  creditors  of 
the  Union  who  enabled  the  former  Board  to  administer  relief  when  it  would  other* 
wise  have  been  unable  to  do  so  are  urgent,  and  we  conceive  deserve  consideration. 
We  are  disposed  to  think  they  should  be  satisfied  with  5s.  in  the  pound  out  of 
the  amount  of  their  claim  from  the  present  rate,  and  we  have  included  that  sum 
in  our  estimate. 

12.  As  the  inadequacy  of  the  resources  of  the  Union  developed  to  the  fullest 
extent  to  meet  the  demands  which  will  fall  upon  them  this  year  is  apparent,  we 
would  respectfully  beg  the  favour  of  the  Commissioners’  interference  to  procure 
for  this  Union  assistance  from  the  British  Association — hopes  we  understand 
being  held  out  in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  that  to  a certain  number  of 
Unions  circumstanced  as  this  Union  is  now  found  to  be,  some  assistance  should  be 
extended  from  that  source. 

13.  A great  difficulty  will  arise  in  ascertaining  the  exact  amount  which  is  due 
to  many  of  the  creditors.  The  workhouse  books  being  for  a lengthened  time  in 
the  greatest  confusion,  no  record  was  kept  of  the  supplies  received  from  the  con- 
tractors. Many  of  these  parties  cannot  produce  the  orders  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  so  that  the  authenticity  of  their  claims  rests  but  upon  slender  evidence. 
We  propose  (subject  to  your  sanction)  to  issue  a notice  (Enclosure  No.  3),  pre- 
paratory to  an  investigation  into  the  particulars  of  the  demand  of  each  creditor, 
as  that  is  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  any  arrangement  for  their  liquidation 
which  may  hereafter  be  made. 

Temporary  Fever  Hospital. 

14.  We  have  selected  a site  for  this  building,  and  await  the  plans  and  specifi- 
cations already  applied  for  to  commence  its  construction. 

In  reference  to  the  statement  of  balances  of  advances  under  Temporary  Relief 
Act  which  appear  still  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Relief  Committees  we  append 
draft  (Enclosure  No.  5)  of  a communication  which  we  propose  to  address  to  each 
Committee  on  the  subject. 

Enclosures. 

I. 

Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

Proposed  Plan  for  Employing  Able-bodied  Men  receiving  Out- door  Relief. 

The  relieving  officer  to  prepare  a sheet  from  his  relief  lists  and  orders  of  Vice- 
Guardians,  containing  the  names  of  all  the  able-bodied  men  thereon,  with  other  particulars,  in 
the  following  form : — 

Electoral  Division. — Labour  List. 


No.  in 
Application 
and 

Report  Book. 

Work 

Station. 

Names 
of  Labourers. 

Task  of  Work. 

Amount 
of  Ration. 

| Week  ending 

| Week  ending  --  - 

Work 

performed. 

Rations  j 

Work 

performed. 

Rations 

Note. — This  Form  may  be  printed  to  suit  a number  of  Weeks. 


On  the  first  day  on  which  the  able-bodied  are  to  be  set  to  work  the  relieving  officer  is  to 
assign  to  each  his  station,  and  to  issue  a week’s  allowance,  informing  him  that  no  further 
rations  will  be  given  him  unless  the  work  specified  in  the  list  is  completed,  or  only  in  propor- 
tion to  the  work  done.  The  relieving  officer  is  then  to  give  the  list  (duly  entered  up)  to  the 
superintendent. 

The  superintendent  is  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  working  parties,  observing  that  each 
man  attends  with  regularity,  and  performs  his  work  properly.  At  the  close  of  the  week  he  is, 
under  his  own  personal  inspection,  to  have  each  man’s  work  during  the  week  measured,  the 
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quantity  noted  in  column  of  list,  and  the  stones  removed  to  a heap  in  some  safe  and  convenient 
place.  He  is  to  attend  at  the  relieving -house  on  the  day  they  arc  served  to  give  in  the  list 
and  receive  it  when  revised.  The  quantity  of  stones  in  reserve  heap  must  correspond  with  the 
total  of  the  column  in  list,  to  be  ascertained  by  a monthly  measurement  of  heap.  The  super- 
intendent to  keep  an  account  of  stones  received  from  quarry  contractor,  and  to  be  accountable 
for  all  implements. 

The  relieving  officer,  in  issuing  rations  both  to  able-bodied  and  infirm,  to  use  tickets,  which 
will  be  provided  him.  These  tickets  to  be  given  by  him  to  the  paupers  ; they' then  to  present 
them  to  the  relieving  officer’s  assistant  (who  acts  as  slorekeeper,  being  in  constant  attendance 
there,  the  relieving  officer  being  responsible  for  all  he  does),  who  weighs  out  the  quantity 
stated  in  ticket.  At  the  close  of  the  day  the  tickets  in  hands  of  assistants  should  be  given  up 
to  the  relieving  officer  for  re-issue,  and  should  correspond  with  the  sum  of  relief  lists,  and  be 
in  accordance  with  the  stock.  If  possible,  the  place  where  the  relieving  officer  issues  the 
tickets  should  be  a little  apart  from  the  store. 

The  bills  for  the  payment  of  assistants  and  superintendents  to  be  presented  on  the  first 
Friday  in  each  mouth  to  ihe  clerk  to  the  Union;  each  bill  accompanied  by  the  receipt  of  the 
party,  without  which  no  bill  will  be  paid.  The  wages  allowed  are  as  follows: — • 

Assistants,  per  week  ....  6s. 

Superintendents,  do.  ....  7s. 


II. 

Sir,  Carrick-on-Shannon,  February  29,  1848.  , 

I am  directed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  to  request  that  you  will  take  prompt  measures 
for  the  apprehension  of  all  persons,  any  members  of  whose  families  they  are  liable  by  law  to 
support,  are  on  your  relief  list,  and  whom  they  have  deserted.  A copy  of  the  Vagrant  Act, 
empowering  you  to  take  such  proceedings,  is  enclosed,  and  also  forms  for  convictions,  which, 
if  necessary,  you  can  supply  to  the  magistrates  before  whom  you  bring  the  cases. 

I am  also  to  request  you  will  make  a record  of  the  amount  of  all  relief  you  may  have  given 
to  persons  subsequently  ascertained  not.  to  have  been  proper  objects  for  relief,  with  the  view  of 
measures  being  hereafter  taken,  under  the  5th  section  of  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  for  the 
recovery  of  the  cost  of  such  relief,  which  in  these  cases  is  to  be  considered  as  a loan,  to  be 
repaid. 

I am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

To  _ John  Clarke,  Clerk  to  Union. 

Relieving  Office?'  of  District. 


III. 

Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

Notice. 

The  Vice-Guardians  request  that  all  persons  having  claims  against  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  above  Union  will  furnish  their  accounts  forthwith  to  the  clerk,  with  the  view 
to  an  arrangement  being  made  with  regard  to  same,  at  as  early  a date,  as  possible.  Each 
account  will  be  required  in  detail,  and  supported  in  every  item  by  the  Guardians’  order,  other- 
wise there  will  be  a difficulty  in  their  settlement. 

By  order  of  the  Vice- Guardians, 

Board-room,  February  26,  1848.  John  Clarke,  Clerk  to  Union. 


IV. 

Carrick-on-Shannon. 

Estimate  of  probable  Expenditure  and  Resources  of  Union  for  next 
being  up  to  1st  November,  1848. 

Cost  of  out-door  relief  for  35  weeks,  at  200/.  per  week 
Cost  of  workhouse  relief  for  same  time,  at  90/.  per  week 
Establishment  charges,  including  officers’  salaries,  rate-collec- 
tors’ fees,  building  fever-slieds,  &c.  ... 

Eight  Months, 

£7,000 

3,150 

2,500 

Deduct  proceeds  of  rate,  assuming  that  three-fourths  of  the  amount 
at  present  uncollected  will  be  recovered 

12,650 

6,750 

Deficiency  before  another  rate  can  be  collected 
Debts  of  Union 

5,900 

3,350 

Total  deficiency  at  1st  November,  1848. 

£9,250 
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V. 

Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

Sir,  Carrick-on- Shannon,  February  29,  1848. 

The  Vice-Guardians  perceive,  by  a statement  furnished  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
by  the  accountant  of  the  Relief  Commission,  .that,  a balance  of  l.  was  left  in  your 

hands  as  Chairman  of  the  division,  at  the  close  of  the  operations  under  Temporarv 

Relief  Act. 

I am  directed  by  the  Vice- Guardians  to  request  you  will  have  the  kindness  to  inform  them 
if  such  sum  still  remains  in  your  possession  ; or,  if  disposed  of,  the  purposes  to  which  it  has 
been  converted. 

I have,  &c.. 

To  John  Clarke,  Clerk  to  Union. 

Chairman  of  Relief  Committee. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  3,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  report  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
relating  to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union ; and  they  perceive  with  satisfaction 
that  the  collectors  of  poor-rate  have  entered  fully  upon  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  . The  Commissioners  fully  approve  the  determination  to  proceed  with 
promptitude  and  vigour  in  the  collection  of  the  rate  due  by  the  wealthier  class  of 
ratepayers,  from  whom  you  state  that  little  has  as  yet  been  received  by  the  collec- 
tors ; and  the  Commissioners  rely  upon  the  Vice-Guardians  and  the  collectors 
taking  energetic  steps  to  obtain,  and,  if  necessary,  enforce,  payment  from  all  classes 
of  ratepayers,  bearing  in  mind  only  the. ability  of  the  parties  to  pay,  and  the  neces- 
sity which  exists  for  the  supply  of  funds  to  relieve  the  destitute  poor  of  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  regard  the  prospect  of  the  establishment  of  order  and  regu- 
larity in  the  workhouse  with  much  satisfaction. 

As  regards  the  issue  of  rations  to  persons  receiving  out-door  relief,  the  Com- 
missioners are  of  opinion  that  great  efforts  should  be  made  to  introduce  the  system 
^f  giving  rations  in  cooked  food  daily. 

The  Commissioners  have  reason  to  believe  that  where  rations  of  meal  have  been 
issued  weekly,  they  have  sometimes  been  entirely  consumed  during  three  or  four 
days  of  the  week,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  paupers  during  the  remaining 
days. 

The  great  point  to  be  borne  in  mind  is  the  due  relief  of  destitution  in  the 
manner  which  is  at  .the  same  time  the  most  effectual  and  the  most  economical. 
The  Commissioners  think,  in  reference  to  the  improvidence  which  has  been  found 
to  exist,  this  end  can  be  best  secured  by  daily  rations  of  cooked  food. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  object  to  your  giving  instructions  to  your  relieving 
officers,  as  proposed,  for  taking  the  necessary  proceedings  before  magistrates  against 
persons  who  desert  or  wilfully  neglect  to  maintaip  their  wives  or  children  ; but 
they  consider  that  some  additions  may  properly  be  made  to  the  instructions 
appended  to  your  report.  The  relieving  officers  should  be  apprized  of  the  liability 
of  husbands  and  fathers  under  the  53rd  section  of  the  1st  and  2nd  Vic.,  c.  56 ; 
also  that  in  case  of  .persons  in  such  relationship  offending  against  the  lOtli  and 
1 1th  Vic.,  c.  84,  proof  of  the  offence  should  be  given  before  a magistrate,  accord- 
ing to  section  5,  and  then  a warrant  is  to  be  executed  with  a view  to  the  ultimate 
proceeding  directed  by  section  2. 

The  further  instruction  proposed,  as  to  declaring  relief  a loan,  also  requires 
revision  ; the  declaration  being  necessary  when  the  relief  is  offered,  and  not  after 
the  paupers  shall  have  received  it. 

The  Commissionersirecommend  you  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  amount 
of  additional  funds  that  may  be  required  in  aid  of  the  amount  which  can  be  col- 
lected. out  of  the  rate  already  made ; but  they  approve  of  your  arrangements  lor 
ascertaining  the  actual  amount  of  debt  due  to  the  late  contractors;  and  your  clerk 
will  shortly  receive  forms,  on  which  he  is  to  prepare  an  estimate  of  the  expenses 
and  income  of  the  Union  to  the  29th  of  September  next. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  object  to  the  letter  proposed  to  be  addressed  to 
Chairmen  ol  Relief  Committees  requesting  information  as  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  balance  in  bands  at  the  close  of  the  relief  operations  under  the  Act  10  Vic., 
c.  7. 


Car  rick-o  n -Shan- 
non Union. 
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Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — March  5,  1848. 

The  workhouse  continues  to  improve  in  every  department.  The  staff  of 
officers  is  now  perfect,  with  the  exception  of  the  newly-appointed  schoolmaster,  who 
I regret  to  say  is  in  fever.  The  various  operations  of  the  kitchen  and  laundry  are 
earned  on  with  regularity  and  satisfaction.  Whitewashing  has  extended  over  the 
greater  portion  of  the  building;  classification  is  nearly  perfected;  our  new 
clothing  has  been  appropriated;  and,  altogether,  the  establishment  wears  an 
entirely  altered  aspect. 

Before,  however,  I shall  be  able  to  report  that  the  house  is  in  such  a state  as 
will  satisfy  me,  I think  it  will  be  necessary  to  put  the  walls  in  a better  condition 
than  they  are  in  at  present,  as  in  their  present  state  the  house  can  never  be  neat, 
clean,  or  comfortable  in  wet  weather. 

The  temporary  shed  has  been  put  in  repair,  and  is  now  ready  for  any  purpose  to 
which  we  shall  find  it  expedient  to  appropriate  it. 

Considerable  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  hospital  arrangements,  and 
although  there  are  151.  at  present  in  hospital,  yet  decided  improvements  in  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  house  has  taken  place. 

There  have  been  20  deaths  during  the  week,  principally  from  chronic 
dysentery. 

We  still  retain  the  workhouse  test  in  our  hands  to  nearly  the  same  extent  as 
last  week.  As  I anticipated,  the  relieving  officers  have  not  used  the  means  placed 
at  their  disposal  with  that  judgment  and  discretion  which  more  efficient  officers 
would  undoubtedly  have  done ; the  result,  therefore,  is  not  so  satisfactory  as  it 
might  be.  They  have  struck  off  537 ; only  27  have  accepted  the  alternative  of  the 
workhouse,  and  even  those  have  been  badly  selected,  there  being  but  four  able- 
bodied  amongst  them.  I have  no  doubt  but  that  3000  names  would  have  been 
struck  off  our  out-door  relief  list,  if  the  test  had  been  judiciously  used  by  the  relieving 
officers.  We  have  now  ordered  them  to  send  all  the  able-bodied  to  the  work- 
house;  and  if  they  can  only  discriminate  between  able-bodied  and  the  reverse,  the 
lists  will  be  greatly  reduced  before  our  300  vacancies  are  filled  up.  Simple  and 
easy  as  this  duty  appears  to  be,  it  would  seem  to  present  insurmountable  difficulties 
to  these  officers,  who  by  their  inability  or  unwillingness  to  separate  the  two  classes 
embarrass  all  our  proceedings  in  which  they  are  concerned,  and  render  our  best- 
considered  plans  comparatively  abortive. 

I am  as  yet  unable  to  give  an  opinion  of  the  working  of  the  labour  test  in  this 
Union,  as  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  in  operation  yet;  I however  expect  more  bene- 
ficial results  from  the  workhouse  test  as  a practical  measure. 

The  collectors  have  made  but  little  progress  this  week,  notwithstanding  every 
possible  exertion  on  their  part ; they  report  to  me  that  every  gentleman’s  house  is 
shut  against  them,  but  that  the  poorer  classes  have  paid  in  most  cases,  and  have 
been  civil  in  all.  Circumstances  prevented  the  adoption  of  strong  measures  for 
the  enforcing  of  payment  during  the  past  week. 

There  were  not  any  petty  sessions  held,  in  consequence  of  the  assizes,  nor  could 
the  assistance  of  police  be  obtained,  from  the  same  cause ; these  obstacles  are  now 
removed,  and  during  the  ensuing  week  I hope  to  see  the  law  carried  out.  The 
entire  collection  for  the  week  only  amounts  to  119?.  35.  11  d. 

In  my  progress  through  this  and  the  Boyle  Union  I was  glad  to  observe  a com- 
mencement of  agricultural  employment,  as  also  of  drainage  operations.  Should 
this  movement  increase  to  any  considerable  extent,  I am  of  opinion  that  the  ex- 
pediency of  continuing  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  beyond  the  middle  or  end 
of  this  month  will  become  very  questionable.  I propose  to  make  a tour  of  my 
district  next  week,  in  order  to  obtain  the  best  information  on  this  subject,  and 
ascertain  what  may  be  the  prospects  of  employment  for  that  class. 

I shall  transmit  by  next  post  the  plan,  specification,  and  estimate  for  the  erection 
of  four  ovens  in  the  workhouse,  by  which  I would  propose  to  bake  bread  for  out- 
door relief  for  the  entire  Union,  as  well  as  for  the  purposes  of  the  house. 

1 he  very  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  baking  is  going  on  in  the  Boyle 
Union  workhouse  has  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  I have  already  expressed  on  the 
value  of  a large  baking  establishment  in  every  workhouse,  and  the  advantage  baked 
bread  possesses  over  every  other  form  of  food  relief  for  out-door  purposes.  . 

I have  emploj'ed  a baker  for  three  weeks,  and  already  the  paupers  have  acquired 
such  proficiency  that  I shall  be  able  to  dispense  with  his  services  immediately, . 

Notwithstanding  the  untiring  exertions  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  the  exercise 
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of  the  strictest  control  over  the  relieving  officers,  the  out-door  relief  list  amounts 
this  week  to  19,466. 

I have  investigated  many  cases  of  persons  stated  to  have  been  improperly  placed 
on  the  list,  but  in  no  instance  did  I find  the  statement  well  founded.  Land  has 
been  given  up  very  generally ; and  where  the  landlord  has  refused  to  accept  of  it, 
it  has  been  made  over  to  a neighbour  for  a trifling  consideration. 

We  may  render  our  relief  as  little  attractive  as  possible,  and  thereby  force  the 
able-bodied  to  accept  service  with  the  employer  on  terms  which  he  otherwise  would 
reject ; but  should  even  these  terms  not  be  offered,  or  should  the  employers  not 
extend  their  scale  of  employment  very  considerably,  I greatly  fear  our  tests  will 
either  prove  unproductive  of  good  or  in  some  instances  (if  vigorously  applied)  pro- 
ductive of  evil  results,  so  entirely  dependent  are  the  mass  of  the  population  of  this 
Union  on  the  provisions  made  for  them  by  the  Poor  Law. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  7,  1848. 

As  regards  the  relieving  officers,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  trust 
that  they  will  become  more  efficient  hv  means  of  instruction  and  experience  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties,  or  that  the  Vice-Guardians  will  be  enabled  to  replace 
them  by  better  officers. 

With  respect  to  the  collection  of  the  rate,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
are  desirous  of  being  furnished  with  lists  of  the  immediate  lessors  and  other  parties 
who  owe  41.  and  upwards  for  poor-rates,  who  are  still  defaulters.  Forms  for  this 
purpose  are  enclosed  herewith,  which  you  will  probably  be  enabled  to  have  filled 
up  and  returned  with  your  report  for  the  week  after  next. 

With  reference  to  the  probable  absence  of  employment  adverted  to  in  the  latter 
part  of  your  report,  and  the  evil  results  which  you  apprehend  from  a strict 
adherence  to  the  tests  of  destitution,  the  Commissioners  feel  it  necessary  to 
observe,  that  residence  in  the  workhouse,  or  out-door  labour,  should  be  required 
from  every  able-bodied  man,  in  return  for  the  subsistence  supplied  to  him  and  his 
family  by  the  Union,  conditions  which  involve  no  hardship  that  should  be  regarded 
as  productive  of  evils  to  the  recipients  of  relief,  while  they  are  necessary  to  guard 
against  the  evil  of  reliance  on  pauper  relief,  in  preference  to  independent  labour, 
where  available. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  6,  1848. 

In  reply  to  printed  circular  of  the  2nd  instant,  requiring  my  opinion  on  the 
expediency  of  determining  or  suspending  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  this 
Union  on  the  18th  of  March  instant,  I have  the  honour  to  state  that  I do  not  con- 
ceive it  would  be  prudent  to  relinquish  the  power  of  relieving  this  class  till  such 
time  as  a decided  agricultural  movement  shall  manifest  itself  in  the  Union,  or 
till  a disposition  shall  appear  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors  to  commence 
operations  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act,  as  an  extensive  employment  can 
alone  determine  the  necessity  which  at  present  undoubtedly  exists  for  the  relief 
of  this  class. 

I have  observed  with  pleasure  that  the  movement  which  I reported  last  week 
has  increased  considerably  for  the  last  10  days.  This  I attribute  in  a great 
measure  to  the  alarm  created  by  the  amount  of  out-door  relief  and  the  conviction 
on  the  part  of  the  employers  of  the  necessity  for  employment  as  the  only  means  of 
self-preservation. 

I do  all  in  my  power  to  promote  this  feeling,  and  trust  by  next  week  I shall  be 
enabled  to  report  employment  to  a considerable  extent. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  9,  1848. 

I AM  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  state  whether  the  state 
of  the  Union  is  such  that  the  provisions  of  the  accompanying  order  to  Listowel 
Union  could  be  carried  into  effect. 

It  will  be  observed  that-  under  that  order  single  men;  and  men  with  only  two 
children,  are  thrown  on  their  own  resources.  > ' 


5 C 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  7,  1848. 

1.  We  beg  to  state,  with  reference  to  the  past  week,  as  follows  : — 

Rates. 

2.  The  progress  of  the  collectors  has  been  far  short  of  our  expectations,  the 
sum  collected  being  under  100/.  They  state  the  tardiness  of  those  liable  for 
large  amounts  as  the  cause  of  their  limited  collection;  but  the  period  having 
expired  which  had  been  given  to  those  parties  for  payment,  they  will  now  com- 
mence most  vigorously  law  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  the  sums  due  by  such 
defaulters.  At  the  fortnightly  examination  of  the  collectors’  accounts,  which 
takes  place  on  to-morrow,  we  trust  they  will  exhibit  an  improved  aspect  for  the 
current  week ; but  until  the  pressure  of  law  proceedings  is  applied  large  payments 
will  not  result. 

Workhouse. 

3.  The  establishment  is  continuing  to  improve ; and  we  have  no  doubt  that 
when  the  master  (Mr.  Horan)  becomes  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his  duties, 
and  the  matron’s  health  quite  restored,  that  no'  fears  need  be  entertained  for  its 
successful  management.  The  schoolmaster,  whom  we  recently  appointed,  is  suf- 
fering from  violent  fever,  with  which  he  was  attacked  soon  after  his  arrival. 
Some  admissions  have  been  made  during  the  week,  and  a considerable  increase  is 
expected  for  some  days  by  the  admissions  of  able-bodied  men  and  their  families 
from  the  out-door  relief  lists. 

Out-cloor  Relief. 

4.  The  application  of  the  workhouse  test  to  the  able-bodied  men  is  reducing  the 
number  of  that  class  most  satisfactorily.  The  space  we  managed  to  render 
available  has  performed  a most  important  service;  and  we  hope,  by  means  of  the 
300  admissions  we  were  in  a position  to  make,  many  hundreds  will  be  swept  off 
the  out-relief  lists.  We  have  accomplished  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied, 
to  whom  the  workhouse  could  not  be  offered  to  a considerable  extent.  Stone- 
breaking and  the  sweeping  of  the  streets  of  towns  (brooms  being  provided  by  us 
for  the  latter  purpose)  will,  we  trust,  drive  to  independent  exertion  all  who  can 
possibly  do  so.  The  out-door  labour  test  we  confine  to  labourers  with  large 
families;  all  others  being  selected  for  the  workhouse. 

5.  We  visited  several  of  the  relief  stations  during  the  week,  and  shall  continue 

to  give  to  them  close  inspection.  The  necessary  steps  are  being  taken  lor  the 
erection  of  tour  ovens  at  the  workhouse,  estimated  to  produce  sufficient  bread 
for  the  entire  Union.  When  the  completion  of  these  ovens  enables  us  to  give  a 
bread  ration,  we  have  little  doubt  that  the  out-relief  system  will  be  immeasurably 
improved.  * J 

• 6.  From  the  difficulty  in  procuring  supplies  of  provisions  here,  being  dependent 
on  one  merchant,  who  of  course,  is  not  so  easily  dealt  with  in  consequence,  and 
the  possibility  of  considerable  inconvenience  being  suffered  if  he  should  cease  to 
supply,  we  would  beg  to  solicit  an  application  from  you  to  procure  a further 
quantity  of  Commissariat  provisions,  the  cost  of  which  we  shall  repay  at  the 
earliest  period  the  collection  of  the  rates  will  permit. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  11,  1848. 

Y,  ... , \ AM  t0  iDf°5m  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the 
Butish  Association  for  a further  loan  of  500/.,  to  assist  you  in  providing  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

This  advance  should  be  repaid  at  the  earliest  possible  period. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  11,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
I have  considered  the  terms  of  the  Order  to  Listowel  Union  as  applicable  to  the 
present  state  of  this  Union  and  can  see  no  valid  objection  to  its  adoption,  on  the 
contrary  1 think  it  desirable,  taking  into  consideration  the  season  and  prospects  of 
employment.  x 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  14,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that,  in  accordance  with  your  recommendation,  the 
Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the  issue  of  an  Order  in  the  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Union  similar  to  the  Order  issued  in  the  Listowel  Union. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  the 
Board  of  Guardians  accordingly. 


Copy  of  Order  above  referred  to. 


Carrick-on-Shannon  Union.  ( Out-door  Relief) 

To  the  Paid  Officers  acting  in  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of 
the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  ; to  the  Clerk  and  other  Officers  of  the  said  Union; 
and  to  all  other  Persons  whom  it  may  concern  : 


Whereas,  it  has  been  shown  to  our  satisfaction,  that,  by  reason  of  the  want  of  room  in  the 
workhouse  of  the  said  Union,  adequate  relief  cannot  be  afforded  therein  to  destitute  poor 
persons  not  beincr  persons  permanently  disabled,  or  destitute  poor  persons  disabled  by  sickness 
or  accident,  or  destitute  poor  widows  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent,  on 
them  ; or  to  destitute  poor  persons,  being  able-bodied  men  who  are  not  married  and  are  above 
IS  years  of  age,  or,  who  being  married,  have  not  more  than  two  children  dependent  on  them 
respectively ; and  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  and  empower  the  paid  officers  acting  in  execution 
of  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  said  Union  to  administer  relief  out  of  the 
workhouse  to  such  destitute  poor  persons  for  a limited  time,  as  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Now,  therefore,  we,  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Belief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland,  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  the  said  paid  officers  to  administer  relief  out  of  the 
workhouse  in  food  to  destitute  poor  persons  not  being  persons  permanently  disabled  from 
labour  by  reason  of  old  age,  infirmity,  or  bodily  or  mental  defect,  and  not  being  persons 
disabled  from  labour  by  reason  of  severe  sickness  or  serious  accident,  and  thereby  deprived  of 
the  means  of  earning  a subsistence  for  themselves  and  their  families,  whom  they  are  liable  by. 
law  to  maintain,  and  not  being  poor  widows  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent 
on  them ; and  not  being  able-bodied  men  who  are  not  married  and  are  above  18  years  of  age, 
or  being  married,  who  have  not  more  than  two  children  dependent  on  them  respectively,  for 
the  period  from  the  date  of  this  Order  to  the  first  day  of  April  next,  inclusive. 

And  we  do  hereby  make  the  following  rules  and  regulations  as  to  the  granting,  ordering,  and 
giving  of  relief  to  all  persons  who  shall  be  relieved  by  the  said  paid  officers,  under  the  authority 
of  this  Order,  that  is  to  say  : — 

1.  Every  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this  Order  shall  be  relieved  in  food  onty, 
and  such  food  shall,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  be  cooked  food. 

2.  Every  able-bodied  male  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this  Order  shall,  so  far  as 
is  practicable,  be  set  to  perform  a task  of  work  during  eight  hours  at  least  of  every  day  for 
which  he  receives  such  relief. 

3.  No  able-bodied  person  who  shall  be  in  employment,  nor  any  part  of  his  or  her  family, 
shall  receive  relief  as  a destitute  person  under  the  authority  of  this  Order. 

And  for  the  more  effectual  administration  of  relief  under  this  Order,  we  do  hereby  authorize 
and  direct  the  said  paid  officers,  to  appoint  so  many  relieving  pfficers  as  shall  be  found  sufficient, 
from  time  to  time,  to  superintend  the. labour  of  such  .persons  as  shall  be  set  to  work,  in 
pursuance  of  the  regulations  in  this  Order  contained,  and  otherwise  to  assist  in  the  administra- 
tion of  relief  under  this  Order,  as  the  said  paid  officers,  subject  to  our  approval,  shall  direct. 


(Seal.) 

(Countersigned) 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


Sealed  with  our  seal  this  eighteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
. our  Lord  one  thousand  eight. hundred  and  forty-eight. 

• (Signed)  . . E.  T.  B.  Twistleton. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  11,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
in  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  .of  the  2nd  instant,  I have 
used  my  best  endeavour -to -furnish  the  statement  required  thereby. 

I am  unable  to  do  so  -with  that  accuracy  which  I should  wish,  from  the  circum- 
stance ot  there  not  having  been  any  record  kept  oT  arrests  where  no  committal 
took  place.  Such  appears  .to  be  the  practice  of  the  constabulary,  to  whom  I have 
made  application,  and  whose  return  1 herewith  transmit.  • 

I am  enabled  to  state,  from  my  own  knowledge,  that  previous  to  18th  of 
January,  10  persons  were  brought  by  the  police,  at  my  instance,  before  Mr.  La 
Touche,  J.P.,  and  were  discharged  without  any  reason  having  been  assigned, 
except  “ that  the  clerk  of  sessions  required  payment  for  his  services  before-hand/' 
or  something  to  this  effect. 

5 C 2 
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Six  persons  were  also  brought  by  the  police  before  Captain  Cox,  J.P.,  at  my 
instance,  and  were  discharged  by  him  on  the  grounds  (as  stated  to  me  by  the 
police)  of  his  having  too  much  business  of  his  own  to  attend  to. 

Several  other  arrests  were  made  by  the  police  of  which  I have  not  anv  note 
with  similar  results. 

On  the  18th  of  January,  37  persons  were  brought  by  the  police  before  Mr. 
Kelly,  R.M.,  of  whom  12  were  committed  for  7 days  to  the  gaol,  13  sent  to  the 
workhouse,  and  12  discharged  with  a caution  not  to  appear  again  in  the  streets 
begging. 

In  every  case  a conviction  was  had ; of  the  13  sent  to  the  workhouse  7 left  it 
the  next  day  and  were  again  on  the  streets,  of  the  12  discharged  8 continued  on 
the  streets,  and  of  the  12  committed,  8 are  this  moment  in  the  streets  having 
resumed  their  occupation  at  the  expiration  of  the  7 days’  confinement,  6 remain  in 
the  workhouse,  and  4 have  not  since  appeared. 

The  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Kelly  for  not  committing  the  entire  party  were, 
“ first,  the  crowded  state  of  the  gaol ; secondly,  the  expense  of  a prisoner  being  so 
much  heavier  than  that  of  a pauper  in  the  workhouse,”  the  former  3s.  Gd.  per  week, 
the  latter  Is.  9d.  During  the  remainder  of  the  month  I sent  parties  almost  daily 
before  Captain  Cox,  some  committals  were  had  which  do  not  appear  in  the  accom- 
panying constabulary  report,  but  in  most  cases  the  parties  were  discharged  on 
condition  that  they  would  go  to  the  workhouse,  while  in  others,  without  any 
reason  having  been  assigned  that  I could  learn. 

On  the  1st  of  February  a large  number  of  persons  were  brought  before 
Captain  Cox  and  Mr.  Peyton,  J.P.,  of  whom  8 were  committed,  the  remainder 
discharged. 

On  the  2nd  of  February  another  party  was  brought  before  Captain  Cox,  of 
whom  2 were  committed. 

I regret  I am  unable  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  the  exact  number  of 
arrests  made  by  the  police,  but  I can  take  upon  myself  to  say,  that  the  proportion 
ot  arrests  to  committals  has  been  as  10  to  1. 

The  reasons  generally  assigned  were,  the  crowded  state  of  the  gaol,  and  the 
expense  of  a prisoner  on  the  county. 


Enclosure. 

Eei™*  of  Vagrants  arrested  !, y the  Constabulary  at  Carrick-ok-Shannon,  and  brought 
betore  the  Magistrates,  Committed,  and  disposed  of. 


Names  of  Vagrants. 


Anne  Flaherty  . 
Margaret  Flaherty, 
Patt  Colwell  . 
Bridget  Dockrey 
Bridget  Hamilton 
Mary  Hamilton 
Alexander  Reilly 
Anne  M'N'ulty  . 
Catherine  Flaherty 
Anne  Cox  . , ' , 

Mary  Kelly 
Patt  Colman  . , 

Patt  Cox  . . 

John  Rogers  . 

Michael  Tegue . 
James  M'Weeney 
Francis  M‘Nulty 
Alexander  Reilly 
Patrick  Colwell 
Catherine  Casey 
J ohn  Casey . 
Michael  Casey  . 
Michael  Beime 
Anne  Beime  . 


Before  what  Magistrate  Committed. 

Date  of  Committal. 

N.  Kelly,  Esq.,  R.M.  . . 

January  13,  1848 

John  H.  Peyton,  Esq.,  j.P.’, 
Charles  Cox,  Esq.,  J.P. 

February  1,  1848 

Captain  Cox,  J.P.  , , ] 

February  2,  1848 

W.  E.  Fox , Esq.,  Sub-Inspector. 


Charles  Tighe,  Constable. 
March  10,  1 645.- 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  745 

Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  16,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  are  unable  to  suggest  any  mode  of  overcoming  the 
difficulties  to  which  you  have  drawn  attention,  as  they  appear  to  originate  in  the 
crowded  state  of  the  gaol,  and  the  non-existence  of  a house  of  correction. 

If  the  latter  could  be  provided,  the  discipline,  labour,  and  diet,  might  be  so 
regulated,  as  to  render  confinement  in  it  an  effectual  check  on  vagrancy;  but 
these  are  arrangements  within  the  province  of  the  local  magistrates  and  county 
authorities. 

The  Commissioners  observe,  that  paupers  taken  before  one  of  the  magistrates  on 
the  18th  of  January  last  were  discharged,  on  a question  with  respect  to  the  fees  of 
the  clerk  of  petty  sessions.  However,  on  referring  to  the  4th  and  7th  sections  of 
the  Act  10  and  11  Viet.  cap.  S4,  it  will  he  seen  that  vagrancy  cases  are  not 
intended  to  be  tried  at  petty  sessions,  but  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  as  soon  as 
reasonably  practicable  after  arrest,  and  such  justice  is  to  transmit  a copy  of  the 
conviction  to  the  next  petty  sessions  in  the  district. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  11,  1848. 

I have  great  pleasure  in  reporting  the  steady  progress  of  improvement  in 
every  department  of  the  workhouse  establishment,  but  I regret  to  say  we  are 
deprived  of  the  valuable  services  of  our  new  master,  by  an  attack  of  fever  with 
which  he  is  this  day  confined  to  his  bed. 

I fear  this  circumstance  will  greatly  check  our  progress,  particularly  as  the 
new  schoolmaster  is  also  in  fever,  and  the  matron  scarcely  able  as  yet  to  do  any- 
thing. 

Every  means  have  been  resorted  to  to  expel  infection  from  the  house.  The  entire 
establishment  has  been  cleansed  and  purified,  the  walls  and  ceilings  whitewashed, 
the  inmates  newly  clothed,  and  constant  ventilation  kept  up.  Still  there  is  no 
doubt  infection  still  lingers  in  the  house. 

These  measures  have  however  produced  their  effects  on  the  general  health  and 
appearance  of  the  inmates,  and  in  the  decreasing  mortality,  which  the  last  week 
amounted  to  only  15,  one-half  the  average  of  January  last. 

There  still  remain  in  hospital  150,  principally  cases  of  chronic  dysentery,  and 
for  the  most  part  hopeless. 

The  number  on  this  day  in  the  house  is  747  ; 89  able-bodied  have  entered 
during  the  last  week,  but  many  of  them  will  not  remain. 

Our  collection  for  the  past  week  has  disappointed  my  expectations;  the  doors  of 
the  better  class  closed  as  heretofore  against  the  collectors,  who  are  using  the  best 
exertions  to  discharge  their  duties. 

Nothing  has  been  effected  as  yet  by  means  of  summons,  although  many  have 
been  issued,  but  the  sessions  are  not  regularly  held. 

The  collectors  have  found  driving  to  be  the  most  effective  means  of  enforcing 
payment,  and  have  adopted  this  course  wherever  distress  could  be  found  on  the 
lands. 

A large  number  of  summonses  have  been  served  for  next  week,  and  it  is  my 
intention  to  attend  the  several  courts  in  person. 

I hope  I shall  be  able  to  report  a much  larger  collection  next  week  ; every  pos- 
sible exertion  shall  be  used  to  accomplish  it.  In  very  few  instances  has  payment 
been  refused  ; in  most  cases  a few  days  have  been  requested,  and  in  no  case  has 
any  violence  been  resorted  to ; in  fact  the  district  is  now  perfectly  quiet  and  the 
people  peaceable. 

I have  visited  in  the  course  of  the  past  week  many  of  the  labour  depots,  where 
the  able-bodied  paupers  are  now  at  work ; in  some  the  system  has  been  put  into 
operation  cleverly,  while  m others  the  inefficiency  of  the  relieving  officers  has  again 
marred  or  retarded  our  proceedings. 

As  yet  this  test  has  not  produced  much  effect,  even  where  well  and  judiciously 
applied  ; but  I have  no  doubt  but  that  the  moment  an  extension  of  the  ordinary 
employment  of  the  country  offers  a choice  to  the  recipients,  the  results  will  be 
different.  A few  persons  have  not  come  to  work  at  the  time  appointed,  and  have 
been  in  consequence  struck  off  the  lists. 


Carrick-nn-Shaa-  \ 
non  Union. 
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Some  of  the  relieving  officers  have  applied  the  workhouse  test  more  judiciously 
and  with  more  effect  this  week,  the  consequence  is,  that  1619  have  been  struck  off 
the  lists.  Had  all  these  officers  discharged  their  duties  properly,  and  as  directed, 
this  number  would  have  been  considerably  increased. 

We  still  retain  253  vacancies  in  the  workhouse,  which  I think  will  go  far 
towards  testing  the  entire  out-door  relief  list,  if  the  test  works  as  it  has  done  for 
the  last  Aveek. 

There  are  (as  might  be  expected)  a great  many  complaints  and  a good  deal  of 
discontent  amongst  those  persons  struck  off,  but  having  investigated  many  of  the 
cases  I think  there  are  no  valid  grounds  for  them. 

The  general  employment  which  I observed  in  the  commencement  of  the  Aveek 
AA’as,  I regret  to  say,  checked  by  the  unfavourable  change  in  the  Aveather ; but  I 
trust  it  Avill  be  resumed  on  Monday.  Many  extensive  employers  have  stated  to 
me  their  intention  of  assisting  us  to  reduce  the  out-door  relief  list,  by  giving 
increased  employment  at  a fair  rate  of  wages  paid  weekly  in  cash. 

Many  offers  have  been  made  of  employment  which  could  not  be  accepted  in  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  people,  viz.,  to  pay  off  old  debts  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  individual  employed,  or  Avith  a distant  and  precarious  prospect  of  remu- 
neration. 

I regret  to  be  obliged  to  repeat  my  complaint  of  the  non-enforcement  of  the 
Vagrant  Act.  Our  streets  and  roads  are  worse  than  ever;  groups  of  half-naked 
children  are  to  be  seen  till  tAvelve  o’clock  at  night,  Avhen  I am  under  the  necessity 
of  sending  them  for  lodging  to  the  Avorkhouse,  from  which  they  demand  their  dis- 
charge next  day  and  resume  their  occupation. 

I need  not  enumerate  the  many  and  serious  objections  to  this  course,  but  I have 
only  the  alternative  of  allowing  them  to  die  in  the  streets. 

Both  the  Vice-Guardians  and  I feel  strongly  that  the  management  of  this  Union 
can  never  do  us  any  credit  so  long  as  we  lack  the  power  of  remedying  this  dis- 
graceful state  of  things. 

I have  used  the  only  means  in  my  power,  by  withdrawing  relief  from  the  parties 
Avho  send  out  their  children  in  the  manner  I have  mentioned ; but  it  is  very  difficult 
to  trace  these  children  to  their  parents,  being  in  all  cases  taught  to  say  they  have 
none. 

The  rationing  of  the  schools  goes  on  in  both  Unions  most  satisfactorily ; indeed 
each  Aveek  impresses  me  more  strongly  with  the  value  of  baked  bread  as  a form  of 
out-door  relief. 

The  new  oven  at  Boyle  is  in  operation  and  fully  answers  our  expectations. 

The  expense  will  be  about  71.  Ids. 

The  Vice-Guardians  and  I are  very  anxious  to  hear  from  the  Commissioners  on 
the  subject  of  our  projected  bakery  in  the  workhouse  of  this  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  15,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  attention  of  the  Government  has  been  drawn 
to  the  irregularity  on  the  holding  of  the  petty  sessions,  and  the  non-enforcement  of 
the  Vagrant  Act,  as  stated  in  your  report. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  state  more 
particularly  the  points  upon  which  you  Avish  a communication  with  reference  to 
the  proposed  bakery  in  the  Avorkhouse. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  13,  1848. 

We  now  afford  our  usual  weekly  statement  regarding  the  Carrick-oa- 


Rates. 

ni5t Tkst-— l0WinS  8bS‘raCt  eXhMs  the  pr°greSS  °f  the  collec‘io°  »P  t0  Friday 
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Collectors. 

Collected 
last  Week. 

Lodged 
last  Week. 

Collected  since 
commencement. 

Lodged  during 
same  time. 

Carrick-on-Shan- 
non Union. 

Mr.  Scott  .... 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  . 
Mr.  Shaw. 

Mr.  M'Cullagh  . 

£.  5.  d. 

51  6 8 

36  5 7 
62  18  0 
24  13  9 

£.  S.  d. 
75  0 4 

9S  ’6  0 
15  5 6 

£.  s.  d. 
308  0 0 
113  0 0 i 
202  O 0 
110  0 0 

£.  a.  d. 
277  0 0 
79  0 0 
168  0 0 
86  0 0 ' 

175  4 0 ' 

188  5 10  ! 

733  0 0 

610  0 0 

1 

Subsequently  Mr.  Shaw  lodged  94/.,  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald  80/.,  which  sums  do 
not  come  into  the  past  week’s  accounts.  From  the  expectations  and  prospects  the 
collectors  possess  for  the  current  week,  we  shall  be  much  disappointed  if  the 
lodgments  in  it  do  not  exceed  500/. 

3.  The  collectors  complain  much  of  the  tardiness  of  those  gentlemen  who  owe 
large  sums,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  a settlement  from  them.  The  days 
mutually  arranged  for  payment  have  frequently  arrived  without  producing  a satis- 
factory result  to  the  collector.  The  embarrassed  circumstances  of  many  of  the 
persons  possessing  property  in  the  Union  doubtless  occasion  these  defalcations  ; in 
some  cases  the  amount  claimed  for  holdings  valued  not  exceeding  41.,  being  (as 
stated)  incorrect,  is  the  alleged  or  real  cause.  Alter  the  expiration  of  the  week, 
extreme  measures  must  be  at  once  resorted  to  against  these  parties  for  the  recovery 
of  the  sums  due  by  them,  and  the  collectors  have  been  so  instructed ; failure  on 
their  part  being  on  pain  of  proceedings  against  themselves,  to  enforce  thepenaJtie 
of  their  bonds. 

Finances. 

4.  The  slow  progress  of  the  collection  has  reduced  our  funds  to  a state  occa- 
sioning much  inconvenience.  An  expenditure  approaching  400/.  per  week  (which 
however  will  soon  be  considerably  reduced),  has  a fearfully  exhausting  effect;, 
your  prompt  attention  to  the  request  contained  in  our  last  report,  that  you  should 
procure  us  an  advance  of  500/.  worth  of  Commissariat  provisions,  however,  relieves 
our  position.  The  rate  to  be  collected  this  week  will,  we  are  pretty  confident,  meet 
our  liabilities  ; and  the  amount  of  the  loan  referred  to  will,  we  trust,  equal  the 
demands  upon  us,  until  the  further  collection  of  the  rates  places  the  Union  beyond 
the  reach  of  immediate  embarrassment.  We  shall  not  fail  in  making  repayment 
of  this  loan  at  the  earliest  possible  period. 

5.  On  other  grounds  it  is  most  desirable  we  should  be  able  to  avail  ourselves  at 
all  times  of  Commissariat  provisions.  The  commercial  position  of  this  locality  is 
such  that  we  could  not  depend  on  the  ordinary  channels  of  supply,  through 
traders,  for  the  quantity  we  require,  without  incurring  the  risk  of  imposition, 
undue  prices,  or  eutire  disappointment ; and  this  week,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
order  on  Commissariat,  we  should  have  been  most  disagreeably  situated,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  refusal  of  the  only  merchant  we  could  look  to  in  the  place  to 
supply.  We  would  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  the  necessary 
permission  should  be  extended  to  us  by  which  we  may  be  enabled  to  procure  our 
supplies,  by  purchase,- from  Commissariat  stores,  and  that  a sufficient  supply  being 
kept  on  all  occasions  at  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  depot  might  be  ensured ; and 
would  beg  to  request  you  to  make  an  application  on  this  behalf.  From  20  to  25 
tons  per  week  will  probably  be  the  quantity  we  shall  require  for  some  time. 

Workhouse. 

6.  It  is  with  extreme  regret  we  have  to  state  that  Mr.  Horan>  our  recently 
appointed  master,  has  been  seized  with  violent  fever.  His  activity  and  efficiency 
during  the  brief  period  we  have  had  his  services,  elicited  our  entire  approbation* 
and  conferred  the  greatest  benefits  on  the  establishment.  Both  our  newly  em- 
ployed officers,  the  master  and  schoolmaster,  from  whom  we  anticipated  such  good 
results,  of  which  we  had  the  earnest,  have  thus  fallen  victims.  The  matron,  who 
we  also  found  very  active,  has  been  suffering  from  dysentery,  so  that  the  state  of 
the  establishment  is,  to  our  pain  and  discouragement,  again  retrograding.  We 
have  recalled  our  late  assistant-master,  and  will  make  summarily  such  arrange- 
ments, and  employ  such  others  officers  as  the  urgency  of  the  case  demands.  One 
satisfactory  circumstance  is,  that  the  health  of  the  inmates  is  improving — the 
mortality  last  week  being  reduced  to  15,  a number  beneath  average— and  fever 
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declining  considerably.  A strange  continuance  of  misfortunes  seems  to  be 
attached  to  our  officials,  and  will,  it  is  to  be  feared,  deter  proper  persons  under- 
taking the  duties.  It  is  certainly  no  slight  pain  to  us,  that  just  at  the  period  when 
the  establishment  was  merging  into  order,  the  transition  should  be  arrested,  and 
new  difficulties  interposed ; we  shall,  however,  adopt  all  the  measures  in  our 
power  to  meet  the  exigency. 

7.  We  are  proceeding  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  four  ovens  (as  already 
notified) ; the  hiring  of  a house  wherein  to  place  the  fever  patients,  at  present  in 
the  miserable  sheds ; and  to  obtain  suitable  ground  for  a cemetery  for  deceased 
workhouse  inmates,  removed  the  prescribed  distance  from  the  building.  We  are 
much  gratified  to  learn  that  the  necessary  funds  can  be  obtained  through  you  for 
the  erection  of  a permanent  fever  ward  in  connexion  with  the  workhouse,  and 
have  selected  a site  for  it,  and  will  proceed  to  advertise  for  contracts  when  the 
plans  are  prepared. 

Out-door  Relief. 

8.  By  means  of  the  100  admissions  into  workhouse  made  the  last  ten  days, 
1600  persons  of  the  class  of  able-bodied  men  and  their  families  have  been  removed 
from  the  relief  lists.  We  have  instructed  the  relieving  officers  to  relieve  alone  by 
an  order  to  the  workhouse,  those  able-bodied  men  still  remaining  on  lists  who  have 
not  more  than  a wife  and  two  children,  preparatory  to  the  issue  of  the  forthcoming 
sealed  order,  withdrawing  the  power  of  relieving  out-of-doors  that  class.  The 
labour  test  on  a simple,  economical,  and  what  we  think  will  be  an  effective  plan,  is 
being  applied,  to  all  other  able-bodied  men.  With  all  the  reductions  which  tests 
will  accomplish,  still  the  amount  of  relief  required  in  this  impoverished  and 
famine-stricken  Union  will  be  enormous.  The  deepest  concern  must  be  felt  that 
no  tendency  is  apparent  on  the  part  of  the  farmers  to  give  employment.  Little 
progress  is  being  made  in  preparations  for  the  tillage  of  the  land,  so  that  it  is 
impossible  to  be  sanguine  as  to  the  restoration  of  society  to  a healthy  basis.  The 
farmers  look  on  with  seeming  indifference  with  their  land  untilled,  while  the  able- 
bodied  are  being  supported  in  unproductiveness— the  cost  of  which  they  must 
eventually  bear.  Numerous  fresh  applications  for  relief  have  been  made  during 
the  past  week,  many  of  whom  have  recently  surrendered  their  laud.  We  are  usin^ 
every  means  to  urge  the  relieving  officers  to  the  vigorous  and  discriminating  (\\s- 
charge  of  their  duties;  any  failure  in  which  we  are  determined  to  visit  with  a 
severe -penalty. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  16,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  will  communicate  with  the  Com- 
missariat depot,  relating  to  the  supply  of  provisions  for  the  use  of  destitute  poor 
persons  m the  Union.  • • ■■■  , r. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  perceive  by  your  report  that  the  collection  of  the 
rate  proceeds  so  unsatisfactorily,  and  that  the  prospect  of  employment'  f&  the 
labourers  in  the  Union  is  so  unfavourable.  The  Commissioners  can  only  recom- 
mend you  to  see  that  every  means  which  the  law  has  placed  .at  your  disposal  shall 
be  used  with  promptitude  and  energy  for  the  making  and  collecting  sufficient 
rates  for  the  relief  of  the  actually  destitute  poor  persons  in  the  Union 

lestSr,lX  ,S  *h;/Tedir  whiclVt  is  necussary  t0  take  against  immediate 
CirruKr  nf  tl  ?UT  1 ,am  t0  d,raTw  your  attention  to  the  Commissioners’ 
‘ Ja.nuary  ^ ; and  I am  to  observe,  that  it  is  requisite  that 
you  should  joui selves  give  specific  directions  to  the  collectors  in  each  case  in  which 
taken,by  notice  and  summons  before  the  magistrates.  In 
thecnllpltn  -s  °f  enf°rclnS  Payment  of  the  rates,  you,  and  not 

In  every  case  iu  ^hich  the  rates 
secuted  P ^ P dlngs  should  be  lmmediately  commenced  and  vigorously  pro- 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  18,  1848. 

The  health  and  appearance  of  the  inmates  who  have  been  some  time  in  the 
house  are  undoubtedly  much  improved ; but  we  are  constantly  obliged  to  admit 
poor  pu  sons  who,  although  for  some  time  recipients  of  out- door  relief,  from 
various  circumstances,  such  as  sleeping  in  the  open  air,  and  eating  badly  or 
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uncooked  food,  in  consequence  of  their  inability  to  procure  lodgings,  are  a mass 
of  undefinable  diseases ; and  from  my  own  experience,  I feel  convinced  that  it 
is  constant  contact  with  those  deplorable  cases  that  proves  fatal  to  the  health 
and  services  of  every  officer  we  place  in  the  house.  Our  probationary  wards 
are  often  intolerable,  notwithstanding  the  adoption  of  every  precaution  within 
our  reach,  ventilation,  fumigation,  &c. 

We  have  at  present  persons  employed  to  discharge  the  several  duties  of  the 
house,  but  I greatly  fear  we  may  find  some  difficulty  in  procuring  future  services 
unless  things  improve. 

I have  turned  my  attention  for  the  last  week  to  the  state  of  employment  in 
the  Union,  feeling  as  I do  the  vast  importance  of  the  subject  as  regards  our 
future  operations. 

I have  visited  many  of  the  labour  depots,  and  in  all  cases  found  the  men 
working  cheerfully  and,  with  few  exceptions,  fairly. 

I also  received  many  complaints  from  employers  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
labourers,  in  consequence  of  the  encouragement  they  received  under  our  system 
of  out-door  relief. 

On  making  inquiry  I found  that  the  wages  offered,  taking  into  account  the 
prospect  of  punctual  payment,  were  not  such  as  could  be  accepted. 

I also  found  on  inquiry  that  the  labourers  at  present  employed  in  the  district, 
were  not  receiving  in  any  case  more  than  6 d.  per  day,  while  many  were  work- 
ing for  their  bit  4as  they  termed  it). 

It  was  stated  to  me  by  those  labourers  that  they  would  take  service  with  any 
employer  at  Qd.  per  day,  if  punctually  paid  weekly ; and  indeed  there  appears 
no  reason  to  doubt  this  statement  from  the  fact,  that  they  are  at  present  work- 
ing at  the  rate  of  4=tf.  per  day  paid  in  meal,  and  giving  (at  a fair  valuation) 
KM  worth  of  labour. 

This  will  appear  from  the  following  calculation  : — 

Take  five  as  the  average  family,  according  to  our  out-door  scale  of  rations 
they  will  receive  4 lbs.  of  meal  daily,  or  2 stone  4 lbs.  weekly,  being  at  the 
present  prices  of  meal,  26-.  4 d.  per  week,  or  4 icl.  per  day,  (if  there  be  but  one 
able-bodied  in  the  family),  if  two  2 id.  per  clay. 

Now  I think  when  a preference  is  given  to  terms  so  unprofitable  and  so 
undesirable,  it  must  be  obvious  that  employment  is  at  present  on  an  unsound 
footing,  and  that  before  any  permanent  improvement  can  take  place  in  the 
condition  of  the  labouring  classes,  and  the  present  pressure  on  the  Poor  Law 
can  be  effectually  removed,  an  adjustment  of  this  important  question  must  take 
place  on  sound  principles. 

We  are  reducing  our  out-door  relief  list  rapidly  and  extensively,  by  means 
of  the  workhouse  test ; but  if  employment  be  not  given  as  rapidly  and  exten- 
sively, we  shall  have  the  parties  very  soon  applying  again,  and  in  such  a state 
as  will  render  them  proof  against  all  tests. 

At  present  the  employers  see  that  the  system  of  money  wages  is  inevitable, 
yet  hesitate  to  commit  themselves  to  any  standard  of  wages  which  it  would  be 
desirable  to  see  permanently  adopted  ; while,  on  the  other  hand,  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  punctuality  of  weekly  payments  militates  against  the  acceptance 
on  the  part  of  the  labourers,  of  terms  which  (although  quite  inadequate  to  the 
wants  of  the  people,  and  far  below  what  it  would  be  desirable  to  see  established 
as  a permanent  settlement  of  the  question)  would  be  considerably  more  remu- 
nerative than  those  which  they  now  appear  so  anxious  to  obtain,  viz.  4 id.  worth 
of  meal  per  day. 

Thus  stands  at  this  moment  employment  suspended  between  both  parties,  at 
a time  when  there  is  an  ample  field  for  the  labour  of  the  entire  able-bodied 
population  for  two  months  to  come,  in  the  preparation  for  and  sowing  of  the 
spring  crops,  the  digging  of  stubble  and  second  digging  fallow,  would  in  itself 
achieve  this  object,  and  repay  in  harvest  next  fourfold  the  amount  expended. 
These  operations  are  performed  in  this  country  by  spade  and  not  ploughs  as 
elsewhere. 

I am  of  opinion  that  in  this  juncture  of  affairs  the  labour  test,  if  judiciously 
managed,  may  be  made  the  instrument  by  which  much  permanent  good  to  the 
country  may  be  effected,  by  forcing  both  parties  to  an  arrangement  of  this  all- 
important  question  on  sound  principles. 

On  the  one  hand  it  must  clearly  show  the  employers  “that  our  relief  lists 
are  in  their  hands,  and  that  they  alone  possess  the  power  of  reducing  them  and 
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with  them  their  own  taxation;”  “that  the  able-bodied  are  in  absolute  and 
undoubted  destitution,  from  the  fact  of  their  accepting  of  4 id.  worth  of  meal 
for  a fair  day’s  work;”  and  that  the  reconsideration  of  the  terms  heretofore 
offered  to  them  by  the  employers  is  absolutely  necessary,  from  the  fact  of  4=jr/. 
worth  of  food  being  preferred  to  those  terms. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  will  always  be  in  our  power  to  force  acceptance  of  such 
terms  as  may  appear  reasonable,  and  likely  to  lead  to  the  establishment  of  a 
better  adjustment  of  this  question. 

The  collection  has  proceeded  more  prosperously  the  last  week.  Extremely 
active  measures  have  been  adopted  by  our  collectors  ; driving  has  been  resorted 
to  in  most  cases  of  refusal,  wherever  distress  could  be  found,  and  a number  of 
magistrate’s  decrees  obtained. 

On  Thursday  I attended  the  petty  sessions  of  Drumshambo,  where  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  (collector,)  had  issued  forty  summonses.  We  obtained  a decree  in 
each  case,  with  the  exception  of  two,  in  which  the  parties  pleaded  having  paid 
their  rates  to  the  late  collector,  without  having  taken  a receipt : these  cases 
were  postponed  to  next  sessions’  day. 

The  magistrates,  Mr.  Lindsey  Burchell  and  Mr.  Kelly,  R.M.,  gave  us  every 
facility  and  assistance.  Many  of  the  parties  paid  in  the  Court. 

I trust  the  zeal  and  activity  of  our  collectors,  will  show  the  ratepayers  the 
difficulty  of  resisting  payment  of  their  rates,  where  they  possess  the  means  of 
paying.  Some  most  salutary  examples  have  been  made  during  the  past 
week. 

The  amount  collected  this  week,  I calculate  at  450/.,  but  Mr.  Scott  has 
not  as  yet  sent  me  the  return  which  I require  from  each  collector  on  Saturday. 

We  have  at  present  in  the  house  831,  115  of  whom  have  been  admitted 
during  the  week. 

We  have  153  in  hospital,  with  13  deaths  during  the  week,  showing  a small 
decrease  in  hospital,  and  a very  large  one  in  mortality.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
as  to  the  improvement  in  the  general  sanitary  state  of  the  house.  Fever 
has  decreased,  as  lias  also  dysentery,  but  the  latter  has  assumed  a more  malig- 
nant type.  The  officers  are  now  the  chief  sufferers. 

1933  have  been  struck  off  the  out- door  relief  list  this  week.  There  still  are 
12,716  on.  The  workhouse  test  has  been  applied  more  judiciously  by  the 
relieving  officers  then  heretofore. 

The  rationing  of  the  schools  in  both  Unions,  is  going  on  very  satisfactorily. 
In  Boyle,  some  inconvenience  has  been  experienced  in  consequence  of  the 
master,  Mr.  Break y,  being  laid  up  in  fever,  some  sacks  were  burned  and  some 
bread  stolen. 

The  new  oven  in  the  workhouse  is  working  exceedingly  well,  and  clearly 
demonstrating  the  advantages  of  a small  over  a large  oven,  when  worked  with 
turf  fuel  oxiH  pauper  labour. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  22,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  past  week  we  beg  to  report  as  follows: — 

Rates. 

2.  The  rate-collectors  have  lodged  during  the  week  less  than  we  expected.  , 
Mr.  M'Cullogh,  we  regret,  is  making  but  slow  progress.  The  other  collectors, 
we  are  convinced,  are  using  exertions  to  the  full  limits  of  their  powers.  We 
at  once  proceed  to  institute  the  necessary  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  sums 
due  by  immediate  lessors,  and  those  owing  sums  exceeding  in  amount  the  juris- 
diction of  the  local  courts.  We  trust  the  abstracts  of  the  collectors’  accounts, 
which  will  be  provided  you  at  the  close  of  the  week,  will  present  an  improved 
aspect. 

Workhouse. 

3.  The  imperfect  staff  of  officers  renders  the  management  of  the  workhouse 
a source  of  considerable  anxiety . The  business  of  the  establishment  is,  however, 
proceeding^  with  as  little  disorder  as  could  be  expected.  We  await  the  result  of 
Mr.  Horan  s illness  before  taking  any  step  towards  providing  another  master. 
The  temporary  wardsmaster  we  have  employed  is,  by  his  activity,  materially 
assisting  in  the  due  employment  of  the  paupers ; and  the  house,  as  regards  the 
health  of  the  inmates  and  general  cleanliness,  is  perhaps  not  losing  ground. 
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Out-door  Relief. 

4.  The  application  of  the  workhouse  test  has  reduced  considerably  the 
numbers  of  able-bodied  men  hitherto  receiving  out-door  relief.  All  of  that 
class  now  on  the  lists  have  large  families,  and  from  them  the  required  portion 
of  labour  is  rigidly  exacted,  of  which  we  are  convinced  by  personal  inspection. 
We  have  no  doubt  that  did  employment  exist  in  the  Union  to  any  extent,  our 
lists  should  not  contain  a single  able-bodied  man ; but  at  present  their  only 
resource  from  starvation  is  the  relief  we  extend  to  them,  and  its  paucity,  com- 
pared to  the  work  they  perform,  is,  we  conceive,  unerring  evidence  of  their 
destitution  and  the  total  absence  of  any  means  of  independent  exertion. 

5.  The  facilities  which  are  now  afforded  us  for  the  purchase  of  Commissariat 
provisions,  will  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  interests  of  the  Union,  and  will 
prevent  disappointments  in  providing  the  relieving  officers  with  the  necessary 
supplies. 

6.  The  general  question  of  the  financial  position  of  the  Union,  we  hope  we 
shall  soon  be  enabled  to  submit  for  your  consideration,  when  the  return  in 
reference  thereto  which  you  have  called  for  shall  be  furnished : this,  with  other 
returns,  and  the  half-yearly  accounts,  our  clerks  are  busily  employed  in  pre- 
paring. From  the  extreme  confusion  which  existed  in  every  department  con- 
nected with  the  accounts,  the  preparation  of  returns,  and  the  bringing  up  of  the 
books,  is  a task  of  no  ordinary  difficulty.  Indeed,  the  amount  of  labour  thrown 
upon  the  clerks,  as  well  as  ourselves,  is  of  the  most  weighty  and  harassing 
description. 

Additional  Accommodation. 

7.  The  erection  of  the  temporary  hospital  is  receiving  our  attention;  and  we 
hope  soon  that  our  arrangements  will  be  completed  for  the  occupation  by  the 
female  children  of  the  house,  to  contain  100  inmates,  about  which  we  are  in 
treaty. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  25,  1848. 

Considerable  exertions  have  been  made  by  the  temporary  officers  for 
the  past  week,  which,  with  the  judicious  measures  adopted  and  carried  out  by 
the  Vice-Guardians,  have  in  a great  measure  re-established  order,  discipline, 
cleanliness,  and  general  improvement. 

The  health  and  appearance  of  the  inmates  are  much  improved,  particularly 
of  the  children,  who  show  the  effects  of  improved  dietary  and  care.  Employ- 
ment is  general  throughout  all  classes,  and  much  useful  work  heretofore  never 
attempted  in  Carrick-on-Shannon  workhouse  has  been  performed. 

The  sanitary  state  of  the  house  is  certainly  improving,  although  the  cases 
which  have  recently  occurred  of  fever  and  dysentery  are  of  a very  malignant 
type. 

The  number  in  the  house  is  . . 870 

The  number  in  hospital  . . . . 152 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  week  . 18 

I have  brought  the  state  of  the  probationary  wards,  and  the  circumstances 

which  induce  that  state,  &c.,  under  the  notice  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 

It  appears  to  be  a state  of  things  inseparable  from  the  existing  circumstances 
of  the  Union,  viz.,  the  vast  numbers  of  houseless  wanderers,  the  insecurity 
afforded  them  in  the  vocation  of  begging,  although  receiving  relief,  and  the 
necessity  of  constantly  being  obliged  to  afford  them  shelter  in  the  probationary 
wards,  or  allow  them  to  perish  in  the  streets.  We  however  adopt  every  possible 
means  of  diminishing  this  evil  by  fumigation  and  ventilation,  removing  all  per- 
sons into  the  body  ot  the  house  (who  do  not  demand  their  discharge  after  their 
night’s  lodging)  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

I have  visited  during  the  week  many  of  the  labour  depots,  and  have  found 
the  men  performing  their  task  of  work  cheerfully  and  well,  and  in  all  cases 
evincing  great  anxiety  to  be  continued  at  work. 

Very  many  of  these  men  have  been  struck  off  during  the  week, by  the  appli- 
cation of  the  workhouse  test,  by  which  I think  the  entire  of  the  able-bodied 
will  be  struck  off,  and  permanently,  if  employment  be  given,  but  not  otherwise. 
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The  number  struck  off  this  week  607,  leaving  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  at 
present  11,857. 

Employment  has  increased  during  the  week,  hut  by  no  means  to  the  extent 
necessary,  and  in  some  instances  I have  found  that  an  improved  rate  ol  wages 
has  been  given. 

The  Shannon  Commission  is  about  to  resume  operations,  and  some  works 
under  the  Land  Improvement  Act  are  about  to  commence ; but  I fear  little 
will  be  done  this  year  under  that  Act  in  this  Union. 

The  collectors  have  used  all  possible  exertions  during  the  week  to  accomplish 
the  collection  of  the  rates.  I have  attended  (where  time  would  permit)  at  the 
petty  sessions,  and  in  every  case  a decree  has  been  obtained. 

The  magistrates  have  given  every  facility  and  assistance  on  these  occasions. 

£428.  3s.  1 Od.  have  been  collected  during  the  week,  and  in  most  cases  the 
collectors  have  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  compulsory  measures,  more 
especially  with  the  better  orders. 

I send  the  return  of  all  defaulters  whose  liabilities  amount  to  41.  and  upwards, 
as  called  for  by  the  Commissioners.  I have  only  just  received  it  from  the 
collectors,  who  plead  their  close  application  to  their  ordinary  duties  as  the 
reason  why  it  was  not  furnished  sooner. 

The  return  contains  but  few  names,  as  the  bulk  of  the  rate  is  composed  of 
liabilities  varying  from  9s.  to  2 1.  10s. 

The  relieving  officers  are,  generally  speaking,  improving  in  the  execution  of 
their  duties.  I have  investigated  many  complaints  against  them  during  the 
week,  and  have  not  found  any  valid  cause  to  exist ; perhaps  in  some  few  cases 
the  quarter  acre  clause  has  been  used  with  too  much  vigour  from  their  inability 
to  exercise  the  discretionary  power  which  we  have  given  them.  I fear  we  shall 
be  obliged  to  dismiss  two  of  them  for  want  of  capacity. 

The  Vice-Guardians  and  I have  inspected  the  grounds  adjoining  the  work- 
house,  with  a view  to  selecting  the  best  site  for  the  erection  of  the  proposed 
fever  hospital. 

The  site  on  the  western  side  of  the  workhouse  grounds  would  be  preferable 
to  that  on  the  eastern,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  tenure  by  which  it  is  held  it 
is  not  available. 

The  site  on  the  eastern  side  appears  to  me  unobjectionable,  and  may  be  had 
on  fan*  terms,  as  it  is  held  by  a yearly  tenant,  who  agrees  to  receive  for  his 
interest  the  award  of  arbitration.  The  landlord  also  agrees  to  take  the  same 
terms  as  those  on  which  the  workhouse  grounds  are  held. 

There  does  not  appear  therefore  any  cause  for  delay. 

*•  I have  received  the  plan  and  specification  of  the  ovens  about  to  be  erected  in 
the  workhouse,  and  shall  proceed  with  the  work  at  once. 

From  practical  experience,  I have  no  doubt  of  the  advantages  of  two  small 
ovens  over  one  large  for  workhouse  jiurposes,  where  pauper  and  unskilled  labour 
is  used,  and  particularly  where  the  fuel  is  turf.  With  skilled  labour,  coal  fuel, 
and  the  increased  exertion  of  tradesmen  working  for  Avages,  the  case  Avould  be 
different.  One  of  the  6 feet  6 inches  by  (i  feet  ovens  will  bake  sufficient  bread 
for  the  consumption  of  the  house ; will  require  less  time  and  less  fuel  to  heat 
it,  and  less  skill  and  exertion  to  charge  and.  draw  it. 

1 also  find  that  at  the  Boyle  workhouse  it  bakes  as  much  as  the  large  oven. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  29,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  having  had  before  them  your  report  of  the  25th 
instant,  in  which  you  refer  to  the  practice  of  permitting  destitute  persons  to 
remain  in  the  probationary  wards  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  workhouse,  as 
shelter  for  the  night,  without  being  intended  for  admission  into  the  house, — and 
also  to  a rigorous  application  of  the  clause  in  the  Relief  Extension  Act,  which 
prohibits  relief  to  persons  occupying  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land, — 
the  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  draw  the  attention  of  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians to  the  necessity  of  applying  a remedy  in  each  case. 

The  Commissioners  are  aware  of  the  difficulty  created  in  this  Union  by 
depriving  many  families  of  their  cabins,  and  the  only  remedy  in  this  case 
appears  to  be,  an  extension  of  workhouse  accommodation  by  sheds  or  auxiliary 
houses.  The  practice  of  admitting  persons  for  night  shelter  to  the  probationary 
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ward,  must  be  productive  of  many  evils,  and  tend  directly  to  encourage  men- 
dicancy. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  a rigid  enforcement  of  the  Vice-Guardians’ 
power,  in  checking  corrupt  practices  of  relieving  officers,  wherever  it  shall 
appear  that  they  have  lent  themselves  to  the  promotion  of  any  object,  affecting 
the  administration  of  relief,  which  shall  not  have  been  in  strict  conformity  with 
their  defined  duties. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners. — April  1,  1848. 

The  workhouse  (notwithstanding  the  illness  of  our  master,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  an  efficient  person  to  discharge  his  duties)  is  improving 
rapidly  under  the  indefatigable  and  well-directed  exertions  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians. 

Every  individual  of  every  class  who  is  able  to  do  anything  is  employed. 

Meals  are  prepared  and  given  at  regular  hours,  of  well-cooked  food,  and  in 
proper  quantities  ; cleanliness,  ventilation,  and  fumigation  are  strictly  attended 
to,  and  the  effects  are  discernible  in  the  unproved  health  and  appearance  of 
the  inmates  and  the  decreased  mortality,  which  for  the  past  week  only, 
amounts  to  12,  most  of  whom  were  recent  admissions  labouring  under  chronic 
dysentery. 

We  have  admitted  during  the  week  46,  and  discharged  23,  and  have  at 
present  in  the  house  883,  which  leaves  the  workhouse  test  still  available. 

We  have  this  week  12,063  on  our  out-door  relief  list,  notwithstanding  that 
230  able-bodied  have  been  struck  off  by  the  application  of  the  workhouse  test ; 
but  many  applicants  have  given  up  their  ground  who  have  hitherto  clung  to  it, 
this  accounts  for  the  increased  number  since  last  week. 

There  are  only  10/  able-bodied  at  present  on  the  list,  consequently  I found 
the  labour  depots,  in  most  cases,  deserted,  in  others  a few  men  -working  very 
well. 

The  ensuing  week  will  dispose  altogether  of  this  class,  when  we  shall  apply 
the  workhouse  test  to  such  class  or  classes  as  the  circumstances  of  the  Union 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  render  it  advisable  to  strike  off  the  lists. 

We  contemplate  commencing  with  able-bodied  women  single,  or  widows 
with  not  more  than  two  children,  as  these  classes  could  be  usefully  employed 
at  this  season  in  the  agricultural  operations  of  the  district. 

We  also  propose  to  commence  immediately  our  issue  of  out-door  relief  in 
bread  (rye  and  barley  meal),  and,  pending  the  erection  of  the  ovens  in  the 
workhouse,  to  bake  by  contract  in  those  parts  of  the  Union  where  bakers  can 
be  had.  I hope  to  be  able  to  report  the  most  favourable  results  from  this 
experiment. 

In  some  parts  of  the  Union  a decided  increase  in  employment  has  taken 
place  within  the  last  week,  and  particularly  in  those  where  the  relieving 
officers  carried  out  their  orders  with  zeal  and  ability,  and  have  thereby  clearly 
demonstrated  that  the  rate-payers  and  employers  must  either  support  the  able- 
bodied  unprofitably  to  themselves,  or  give  extended  employment  with  fair  and 
adequate  wages  and  wreekly  payments,  or  else,  in  the  event  of  their  inability  or 
unwillingness  to  adopt  the  latter  alternative,  that  they  must  give  up  their 
position  to  others  of  more  industrious  habits  and  in  better  circumstances ; as 
also  that  the  sooner  they  take  this  step  the  better  for  themselves  and  for  the 
community. 

In  Elphin  electoral  division,  -where  we  have  our  best  relieving  officer  (Mr. 
Mills),  very  considerable  employment  is  being  given  ; indeed  a large  portion 
. of  the  able-bodied  are  employed  in  spade  labour. 

I observed  in  a field  of  about  10  acres  120  men  engaged  in  spade  tillage, 
their  wages  varied  from  8 d.  to  lOcZ.  The  employer  is  Mr.  Loyd,  of  Croghan. 
A few  such  would  soon  lighten  our  labours. 

The  amount  of  the  past  week’s  collection  is  not  as  large  as  I expected  -r 
35 71.  10s.  has  been  collected,  and  302£.  12s.  10 d.  lodged  with  treasurer,  a very 
small  portion  of  which  has  been  collected  without  the  adoption  of  extreme 
measures  on  the  part  of  the  collectors,  and  the  incurring  of  legal  expenses  on 
the  part  of  the  rate-payers.  I trust  the  latter  will  see  the  folly  of  continuing 
this  system  of  passive  resistance. 


Carriek-on-Sban- 
non  Union. 
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I have  called  the  attention  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  the  necessity  that  exists 
for  taking  immediate  steps  with  a view  to  obtaining  a better  description  of  men 
to  discharge  the  important  duties  of  relieving  officers,  as  our  establishment 
must  be  imperfect  while  some  of  the  present  men  remain  in  office. 

We  are  taking  active  steps  towards  the  erection  of  a temporary  fever -shed,  as 
also  for  that  of  the  workhouse  ovens,  which  we  hope  to  have  in  operation  in 
three  weeks. 

The  rationing  of  the  schools  in  both  Unions  is  going  on  extremely  satisfac- 
torily, as  is  also  the  baking  in  the  Boyle  workhouse,  where  the  small  oven  is 
baking  a larger  quantity  than  the  large,  or  two  batches  for  one. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  22,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  the  Commissioners  the  following  par- 
ticulars in  reference  to  the  condition  and  management  of  the  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Union. 

I am  enabled  to  report  uninterrupted  progress  of  improvement  in  every 
department  of  the  workhouse ; the  inmates  looking  extremely  well ; the 
clothing  good  and  clean,  bedding  good,  clean,  and  abundant ; the  dormitories 
neat,  clean,  and  well  ventilated ; and  what  is  of  paramount  importance,  all 
classes,  able  to  work,  fully  and  usefully  employed. 

The  house  contains  at  present  939,  so  that  we  have  nearly  lost  the  work- 
house  test. 

We  propose  to  draft  100  of  the  female  school  children  to  the  new  school  in 
the  town  on  Monday,  which  will  give  us  considerable  additional  accommo- 
dation in  the  house  for  adults,  and  enable  us  to  work  on  till  we  can  obtain 
auxiliary  ■workhouse  accommodation,  which  will  become  indispensable,  and 
which,  I trust,  we  may  now  entertain  a reasonable  hope  of  being  able  to 
obtain. 

The  mortality  has  increased  for  the  last  week,  the  number  of  deaths  being 
23 ; however  10  were  recent  admissions,  who  entered  the  house  in  a dying 
state  a few  days,  and  some  a few  hours  before  their  death ; there  can  be  no 
question  as  to  the  improved  sanatory  state  of  the  inmates  of  the  house. 

1 regret  to  say  that,  in  many  parts  of  the  Union,  the  reverse  is  the  case, 
and  that  where  employment  has  not  yet  been  in  some  degree  commensurate 
with  the  reduction  which  we  have  lately  effected  by  means  of  the  workhouse 
test,  the  parties  struck  off  have  fallen  considerably  into  destitution,  and  very 
many  into  fever.  I may  instance  Drumshambo,  Kilglass,  and  Coothall,  where 
very  little  employment  is,  as  yet,  afforded,  and  where  fever  and  dysentery  have 
greatly  increased  -with  destitution. 

I anticipate,  as  I have  already  stated  in  my  report  of  the  4th  of  March  last, 
that  many  of  the  parties  struck  off  at  that  time  by  the  workhouse  will  imme- 
diately become  applicants  again,  and  I fear  in  such  a state  as  will  render  them 
proof  against  any  test  that  may  be  applied. 

Employment  cannot  be  had  as  yet  by  one-third  of  the  able-bodied,  and 
cheap  as  food  may  be  considered  to  be,  there  is  no  other  way  by  which  the 
remaining  two-thirds  can  procure  it,  but  the  Poor  Law. 

There  is  a good  deal  of  tillage  going  forward  ; but  the  labour  is  performed 
for  the  most  part  by  holders  of  the  land,  and  perhaps  a few  labourers  working 
for  their  bit ; there  is  scarcely  to  be  met  with  an  instance  of  employment  on 
sound  principles,  such  as  would  lead  to  the  indulgence  of  any  reasonable  hope 
. a termination  to  the  present  lamentable  condition  of  the  people,  both  pliy- 
sical  and  moral. 

Nothing  can  be  more  singularly  melancholy  than  to  see  hordes  of  able- 
bodied  oi  both  sexes  lounging  about  unemployed  and  now  no  longer  seeking 
employment ; but  devoting  their  entire  energies  and  ingenuity  to  the  practice 
oi  every  species  of  device,  subterfuge,  and  fraud,  in  order  to  procure  the 
largest  possible  amount  ot  relief,  as  their  only  means  of  subsistence,  having 
almost  entirely  abandoned  the  hope  of  procuring  employment. 

. This  picture  is  rendered  still  more  melancholy  when  you  see  at  the  same 
time  two-thirds  of  the  district  comparatively  waste  and  unproductive. 

In  tiie  electoral  division  of  Elphin,  and  a few  other  localities,  a large  amount 
of  employment  is  being  given,  and  the  parties  struck  off  within  the  last  five 
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weeks  are,  for  the  most  part,  at  work,  and  in  some  instances  at  tolerably  fair 
wages. 

As  therefore  for  the  reasons  which  1 stated  in  my  report  of  the  4th  of 
March,  and  which  I have  now  adverted  to,  we  may  expect  a heavy  pressure  on 
the  workhouse  ; we  have  turned  our  attention  again  to  the  Jamestown  mill  as 
the  only  building  in  the  Union  suited  to  our  purposes  as  an  auxiliary  work- 
house  ; and  which,  I think,  we  shall  now  be  able  to  convert  to  those  purposes, 
without  diverting  it  from  its  original  design  and  intention,  which  appeared  to 
be  the  only  condition  on  which  we  could  obtain  it  from  the  Shannon  Commis- 
sioners. 

I have  had  a plan  and  specification  prepared,  showing  the  contemplated 
alterations,  which  I propose  to  take  up  to  the  town  on  Sunday  night,  in  order 
that  I may  make  any  further  explanations  the  Commissioners  may  require; 
and  at  once  close  with  them,  if  possible. 

Dispatch  is  of  the  greatest  importance  ; we  feel  the  pressure  for  the  last  few 
days,  and  expect  it  to  increase  rapidly — already  have  the  Guardians  been 
obliged  to  send  some  able-bodied  to  stone-breaking,  to  avoid  filling  the  house 
and  losing  the  test. 

The  mill  will  only  require  repairs  of  floors,  roof,  and  doors,  with  some  new 
ones  broken  out,  which  will  not  alter  the  design  of  the  house ; it  will  also 
require  glazing. 

We  estimate  the  expense  at  100/.,  and  think  it  will  accommodate  250, 
reserving  the  necessary  storeage  room  for  the  Commissioners. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  by  this  arrangement,  and  that  which  we  have  just 
perfected,  and  which  we  hope  in  a few  days  to  see  in  full  operation,  viz.,  bread 
rations  for  the  entire  Union,  we  shall  effect  a saving  of  150 Z.  weekly  ; and  a 
material  improvement  in  the  general  health  of  the  pauper  population,  as  many 
instances  have  come  under  my  notice  where  health  has  suffered  irreparable 
injury  by  exposure  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  eating  uncooked  or 
badly  cooked  Indian  meal. 

The  out-door  relief  list  has  increased  a little  the  last  week  ; many  husbands 
have  deserted  their  wives  and  families,  some  to  England,  others  to  Leinster, 
some  have  remained  in  the  country,  and  a few'  of  the  latter  wre  have  committed 
to  gaol  on  the  informations  of  the  wives ; but  the  same  difficulty,  viz , “ the 
“ crowded  state  of  the  gaols  and  the  heavy  expense  of  a prisoner,”  will  be 
found  to  exist  in  the  carrying  out  of  this  provision  of  the  1st  and  2nd  Viet., 
cap.  56,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Vagrant  Act. 

The  week’s  collection  amounts  to  3S7/. 

This  week,  like  last,  considerable  difficulties  have  been  experienced  by  the 
collectors,  and  in  some  instances  opposition  of  a very  serious  nature  was 
shown ; how'ever,  by  determination  on  the  part  of  the  collector  (Mr.  Scott), 
and  extremely  prompt  assistance  on  the  part  of  the  police,  the  collector  carried 
his  point  in  every  case,  and  succeeded  in  lodging  this  week  2 10/. 

I have  used  my  best  endeavours  to  organize  the  Committee  necessary  to 
enable  the  small  and  needy  farmers  of  this  Union  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantages  of  obtaining  seed  held  out  to  them  by  the  Central  Committee.  I 
fear,  however,  that  no  such  Committee  can  be  formed;  nobody  appears 
inclined  to  stir  in  the  matter,  and  I think  that  this  valuable  opportunity  will 
be  lost  to  this  Union.  This  is  more  to  be  regretted,  as  there  is  the  greatest 
anxiety  to  plant  potatoes  wherever  seed  can  be  obtained.  Household  fur- 
niture, stock  of  every  description,  and  every  marketable  commodity,  is  being 
sold  to  enable  the  sellers  to  buy  a few  stone  of  potatoes,  which  are,  strange  to 
say,  40  per  cent,  dearer  in  this  market  than  they  are  at  Ballahadereen,  20 
miles  distant. 

Unless  some  means  of  affording  a facility  for  the  purchase  of  seed  for  those 
farmers  who  still  possess  some  means,  and  for  a loan  to  those  who  possess  none, 
be  adopted,  I fear  the  potato  crop  will  be  a very  short  one,  as  also  the  oat 
crop — the  country  is  not  suited  to  barley. 

It  was  proposed  to  call  a general  meeting  of  the  Union  to  take  this  subject 
into  consideration.  I objected  to  this  course,  as  such  a meeting  in  the  present 
times  would  be  likely  to  take  a political  turn ; and  recommended  calling 
together  those  gentlemen  only  who  were  in  a position  to  become  members  of 
the  required  Committee,  as  the  first  step  necessary  to  be  taken. 

This  course  was  adopted  ; with  what  success  remains  to  be  proved. 


C ai'rick-on-Shan- 
non  Union. 
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Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  -.—May  4,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th 
ultimo,  enclosing  a copy  of  a communication  from  the  Under  Secretary’s  Office, 
relative  to  the  “decease  of  a poor  man  named  Patt  Crosbie,  stated  in  verdict  of 
coroner’s  inquest  to  have  died  from  “ want  of  food  and  general  debility. 

In  reply,  I have  to  state  that,  after  the  most  careful  investigation  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  and  the  examination  ot  such  witnesses  as  were  likely  to 
throw  any  light  on  the  subject,  I am  unable  to  discover  any  valid  grounds  for 
the  verdict.  . . 

I am  of  opinion  that  the  inquest  was  called  for  with  a view  to  obtaining  a 
coffiin ; indeed,  the  foreman  of  the  jury  (Mr.  Maxwell)  stated  that  circumstances 
came  to  their  knowledge  after  they’  had  returned  their  verdict,  which  left  no  doubt 
on  their  minds  that  such  was  the  motive  in  calling  for  the  inquest. 

Deceased  received  relief  (out-door)  up  to  29th  of  March,  when,  being  able- 
bodied,  and  there  being  room  in  the  workhouse,  he  was  offered  admission,  and 
having  refused,  it  was  struck  off. 

Relief  was  continued  to  deceased’s  mother  and  two  children  under  sixteen,  who 
still  receive  it. 

From  the  period  of  deceased  being  struck  off  till  that  of  his  death,  he  occa- 
sionally procured  employment  for  his  bit  (never  receiving  wages). 

When  no  employment  could  be  procured,  even  on  these  terms,  deceased  shared 
with  his  mother  and  brothers  their  weekly  allowance  of  one  stone  and  a -half  of 
Indian  meal. 

On  the  day  previous  to  his  death,  deceased  eat  as  good  a dinner  as  at  any  time 
■during  the  distress,  but  would  have  eaten  more  if  he  got  it ; he  went  to  bed  per- 
fectly well,  called  to  his  brother  in  the  night  for  a drink  of  water,  became  cold 
immediately  after  he  had  taken  it,  and  was  dead  before  his  mother,  who  was 
called  at  once,  could  light  a candle. 

Deceased’s  mother  (whom  I examined  on  oath)  was  unable  to  assign  any  reason 
or  cause  of  death,  but  fully  corroborated  the  facts  stated  above,  of  the  truth  of 
which  I have  not  the  slightest  doubt. 

Deceased  never  at  any  time  laboured  under  general  debility,  as  stated  in  ver- 
dict, but  was  a strong  healthy  young  man,  of  23  years. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington  : — May  8,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  communication  referred  to  them  on  the  19th 
ultimo,  relating  to  the  death  of  a poor  man  named  Patt  Crosbie,  in  the  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith,  for  the 
information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  a copy  of  a report  which  they 
have  received  from  Captain  Wynne,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  on  the 
subject. 

It  appears,  from  Captain  W ynne’s  report,  that  the  deceased  never  at  any  time 
laboured  under  general  debility,  as  stated  in  the  verdict,  and  that  the  inquest  was 
called  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a coffin. 

No  sufficient  grounds  appear  to  have  existed  for  the  verdict. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — May  6,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
the  following  particulars  in  reference  to  the  condition  and  management  of  the 
Carnck-on- Shan  non  Union  for  the  past  week. 

The  workhouse  continues  to  improve  in  all  respects  ; the  inmates  are  healthy 
and  in  good  spirits,  well  fed,  and  well  clothed  : the  dietary  appears  to  agree  with 
all  classes,  and  particularly  with  the  children,  who  are  completely  metamorphised. 

Every  part  oi  the  house  is  in  a highly  creditable  state,  as  regards  cleanliness, 
order,  and  regularity.  A great  deal  of  work  of  various  kinds  is  being  done  in  and 
about  the  house ; in  fact,  it  is  at  present  a busy  scene. 

The  sanatory  condition  of  the  house  is  still  further  improved ; the  deaths  for 
the  week  are  12.  There  are  in  the  house  939,  and  in  hospital  130. 

The  out-door  relief  list  has  increased  during  the  week,  in  consequence  of  the 
numbers  of  women  who  have  been  deserted  by  their  husbands. 
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We  have  obtained  warrants  against  many  of  the  latter,  and  some  are  already  in 
gaol. 

Many  parties  have  been  lately  evicted  from  lands,  and  have  fallen  on  the  poor- 
laws  now  that  the  disability  is  removed ; this  has  also  tended  to  increase  the  out- 
door relief  list. 

There  are  still  a few  able-bodied  on  the  list,  and  employed  at  stone-breaking  ; 
but  as  we  shall  have  room  in  the  house  next  week,  they  will  be  offered  admission, 
and  we  propose  to  abolish  the  few  labour  depots  still  remaining. 

There  are  at  present  on  the  out-door  relief  list  11,408  ; struck  off  during  week 
140. 

Employment  has  improved  during  the  past  week,  and  in  many  instances  fair 
money  wages  have  been  given  ; still,  working  for  the  individual  day’s  food  is  very 
general.  * 

I met  with  several  instances  of  respectable  farmers  who  for  20  years  have  not 
handled  a farming  implement,  and  who  are  now  struggling  to  till  their  land  with 
their  own  hands.  Such  is  the  scarcity  of  money,  and  the  anxiety  of  those  who 
have  it,  to  hold  it.  The  Board  of  Works  are  resuming  their  operations,  and  have 
this  week  set  nearly  600  to  work. 

Many  have  left  the  workhouse  for  the  purpose  of  being-  employed,  and  the 
anxiety  generally  manifested  throughout  the  district  to  obtain  a share  of  this 
employment  is  very  great. 

The  opposition  to  payment  of  poor-rates  appears  to  increase  : during  the  past 
week  the  collectors  met  with  obstructions  of  rather  a serious  nature,  though  over- 
come without  the  aid  of  police  ; as  an  instance,  Mr.  Shaw  spent  two  days  in  the 
recovery  of  14s.,  with  ten  men  employed,  some  of  whom  were  knocked  down  and 
otherwise  maltreated,  and  the  cattle  twice  rescued ; he  however  succeeded  in 
impounding  and  getting  the  money.  Several  instances  of  this  description  occurred 
during  the  week ; but  no  serious  injury  has  been  sustained  by  any  party.  Amount 
lodged  this  week,  287 1.  10a-.  I look  forward  to  increased  facility  of  collection  for 
some  time  to  come  ; the  grass  land  must  now  be  stocked,  and  afford  the  collectors 
something  tangible ; the  spring  fairs  are  nearly  over,  which  kept  the  cattle  in  a 
constant  state  of  transition,  and  the  prompt  and  energetic  steps  being  taken 
against  defaulting  lessors,  must  greatly  facilitate  the  collection  and  increase  the 
available  fund. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Vice-Guardians  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  seeking  a 
further  loan  from  the  British  Relief  Association,  to  meet  the  current  expences  for 
the  relief  of  the  destitute.  After  repaying  on  this  day  the  300/.  which  they 
borrowed  on  this  day  week,  they  were  obliged  to  borrow  247/.,  to  obtain  the 
week’s  supplies,  or  rather  part  of  the  week’s  supplies,  from  the  Commissariat. 

The  bakeries  and  depots  have  been  established  throughout  the  Union,  and  will 
be  in  lull  operation  next  week,  when  it  is  my  intention  to  inspect  each,  and 
examine  the  bread,  which  appears,  from  the  samples  sent  in,  to  be  very  good. 

I would  suggest  that  the  best  receipt  for  making  barm  (wholesome  and  eco- 
nomical) should  be  procured  and  furnished  to  all  bakers  who  are  required  to  use 
that  ingredient  in  their  bread ; as,  generally  speaking,  the  art  is  but  imperfectly 
understood  in  the  provinces,  and  much  mischief  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  use 
of  deleterious  ingredients. 

The  samples  we  have  received  are  not  much  improved  by  the  addition  of  barm, 
and  not  at  all  where  rye  meal  formed  the  principal  ingredient,  without  the  mix- 
ture of  wheaten  meal,  which  cannot  be  procured  in  the  local  markets. 

The  relieving  officers  have  improved  very  much,  with  the  exception  of  two,  who 
appear  hopelessly  indocile.  The  Vice-Guardians,  however,  issue  their  orders  in 
language  which  it  is  difficult  to  mistake. 

The  transaction  for  the  Jamestown  Mill,  as  an  auxiliary  workhouse,  has  not 
been  as  yet  concluded  with  the  Board  of  Works,  but  the  terms  are  agreed  on,  aud 
the  Vice-Guardians  are  taking  steps  to  have  the  necessary  repairs  and  alterations 
put  into  operation. 

The  Vice-Guardians  also  contemplate  taking  Liscarhan  House,  near  Drum- 
sbambo,  as  a temporary  fever  hospital,  and  have  requested  my  opinion  as  to  the 
fitness  of  the  building  for  the  purpose,  and  the  probable  expenses  of  repairs  and 
alterations  that  would  be  required. 

The  building  of  the  ovens  at  the  workhouse  progresses  satisfactorily. 


5 E 


Carrick-on-Shan- 
non  Union. 
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Castlerea  Union. 


CASTLEREA  UNION. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — Febi'uary  13,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners  that  I have  been 
employed  the  most  part  of  the  last  week  for  the  British  Association.  I have 
7400  children  in  daily  attendance  at  the  schools,  receiving  weekly  51,919 
rations ; there  will  be  a further  increase  this  week.  I am  afraid  that  there 
will  he  great  abuse,  as  I find  it  impossible  to  visit  all  the  schools.  I had  two 
boys  brought  before  the  stipendiary  magistrate  for  stealing  two  of  the  tubs 
belonging  to  the  workhouse,  but  we  failed  in  the  prosecution.  The  Guardians 
turned  them  out  of  the  house. 

Yesterday  I had  to  attend  the  sessions.  Captain  Gray,  a magistrate,  was 
summoned  for  poor-rates.  He  came  before  the  Guardians  the  week  before,  and 
promised  to  pay  both  yesterday,  To  my  astonishment  he  had  a barrister  em- 
ployed to  defend  him.  After  a long  trial  I had  him  decreed.  Yesterday, 
when  the  order  was  read  to  dissolve  the  Board  of  Guardians,  there  was  a most 
stormy  debate ; at  first  they  refused  to  grant  the  supplies  to  carry  on  the  house. 
After  a deal  to  do  I got  them  to  grant  them.  Mr.  O’Connell,  the  stipendiary 
magistrate,  goes  to-morrow  to  French  Park,  with  the  military  and  police,  to 
assist  the  rate  collector. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — Febniary  16,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  13th  instant,  relating  to  the  Castlerea  Union,  and  expressing  your 
fear  that  abuses  would  occur,  as  you  find  it  impossible  to  visit  all  the  schools 
in  the  Union. 

In  reply,  I am  to  state  that  in  other  large  Unions  one  Inspector  visits  all  the 
schools;  and  that  Captain  Wynne,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector  for  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  visits  those  of  two  Unions. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  recommend  you  to  appoint  a meeting  with  Captain 
Wynne  at  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  there  learn  the  course  adopted  by  him. 

The  attention  of  the  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  has  been  drawn  to  that  part 
of  your  report  which  relates  to  Captain  Gray. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners: — February  20,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners  that  Mr.  O’Reilly, 
one  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  arrived  here  yesterday.  There  was  no  business 
done,  except  to  sign  orders  for  the  expenditure  of  the  house.  I had  Mr.  O’Reilly 
round  the  workhouse,  and  he  highly  approved  of  the  clean  manner  in  W'hich  it 
was  kept.  I can  state  with  confidence  that  no  workhouse  can  be  kept  more  clean, 
or  better  ventilated.  I have  made  it  my  business  since  I came  here  to  be  there 
lour  hours  a day,  and  to  visit  daily  every  part  of  the  establishment.  There  is 
still  a deal  to  be  done  outside  the  house.  I have  been  much  engaged  during  the 
week  on  the  part  of  the  British  Association.  Friday  I attended  at  a sale  for 
poor-rates,  as  I was  determined  to  see  that  John  Duffy,  the  collector,  did  his 
duty ; he  sold  a quantity  of  hay  and  oats  belonging  to  a Mr.  Thurston,  for  18/. 
due ; the  man  was  well  able  to  pay  ; the  collector  could  not  get  carts  to  draw 
it  away  ; he  is  to  get  a number  of  men  to-morrow  to  thresh  the  corn,  and  I 
Have  got  him  a police  protection.  Patrick  Giblin,  another  collector,  had  the 
c P°llce  at  French  Park  for  two  days  and  a half ; he  seized  upwards 

oi  40  head  ol  cattle,  and  collected  147/.  John  Costello,  another  collector,  had 
a^°l1C<i  P1‘°te!j:tlon  *or  one  day  last  week,  which  was  of  great  service  to  him. 
Michael  Waldron,  another  collector,  states  that  he  was  assaulted  last  week  three 
femes  -while  on  duty ; he  cannot  collect  the  rates  without  a protection.  Thomas 
Rogers  also  states  that  he  could  not  get  any  person  to  pay  him  last  week,  and 
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that  he  was  afraid  to  go  on  the  lands  to  look  for  the  rates  without  the  police. 
The  resident  magistrate  here  states  that  when  the  assizes  of  Roscommon  are 
over  he  will  give  them  every  assistance.  Mr.  Gray  has  paid  his  poor-rate. 
Amount  lodged  this  last  week  by  the  collectors,  564/.  155.  8 d.  For  the  first 
time  since  I came  here  there  is  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  the  sum  of 
22/.  I regret  to  state  that  the  distress  is  daily  increasing.  Mr.  John  Hurley 
came  to  the  Board-room  yesterday ; he  states  that  there  is  a family  of  seven 
persons  in  his  district  who  have  been  living  on  horse  flesh  for  some  days. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  22,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  that  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  state  whether  in  your  opinion  it  has  now  become  necessary  to  issue 
an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  in  the  Union. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  23,  1848. 

I beg  to  forward  you  a letter  from  Mr.  Knox,  the  resident  magistrate 
at  Tubbercurry,  to  show  you  the  difficulty  there  is  in  procuring  police  pro- 
tection for  the  rate  collectors  in  this  Union. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Knox  to  Mr.  Auchmuty: — February  19,  1848. 

I shall  at  all  times  attend  to  the  rate  collectors  of  my  district,  when  in  my  power> 
with  much  pleasure;  but  as  I am  at  present  situated  I can  be  of  very  little  use  to  them.  I 
have  six  petty  sessions  to  attend,  and  the  nearest  magistrate  ten  miles  from  me.  I have  seven 
poor  rate  collectors  to  protect  also,  and  I find  it  impossible  to  give  each  of  them  the  assistance 
l would  wish.  I am  situated  thus  as  to  duty  for  the  next  week: — 


Monday  February  21st 

Ballaghaderreen  Petty  Sessions. 

Tuesday 

Coolavin 

ditto. 

Wednesday 

Coolony 

ditto. 

Thursday 

Tubbercurry 

ditto. 

Friday  .... 

Svvineford 

ditto. 

Saturday  the  26th  I can  attend  Costello,  at.  Ballaghaderreen,  collecting  the  rates,  but  not 
sooner ; and  I think  it  would  be  advisable  to  send  him  carts  as  he  cannot  procure  them  in  his 
own  neighbourhood. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  25,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  although  the  same  difficulties  necessarily  exist  in  other 
Unions,  the  rates  are  still  enforced  through  the  activity  of  the  Inspectors,  Vice- 
Guardians,  and  Collectors. 

Mr.  Knox’s  communication  is  herewith  returned. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  23,  1848. 

We  beg  to  inform  you  that  we  have  commenced  our  duties  here  as 
ice-Guardians,  and  have  received  your  letter  of  the  19  th  instant,  in  reply  to 
which  we  assure  you  no  exertion  on  our  part  shall  be  wanting  to  have  your 
directions  carried  into  effect. 

VV  e have  as  yet  been  able  to  acquire  very  little  information  as  to  the  col- 
lection, not  having  been  able  to  see  the  collectors.  We  have  perceived  that 
there  is  a large  sum  due  by  immediate  lessors,  and  that  returns  of  them  have 
been  sent  to  you.  We  wnuld  suggest  that  we  should  be  sanctioned  by  you  in 
taking  immediate  legal  proceedings  for  recovery  of  same. 

When  we  first  visited  the  house  on  the  20th,  in  company  with  the  Inspector, 
we  found  it  clean  and  well  ventilated ; and  the  paupers  in  general  clean.  On 
visiting  yesterday  we  found  the  provisions  generally  of  a very  inferior  descrip- 
tion, and  have  adopted  steps  to  prevent  such  occurring  in  future.  We  found 
no  industrial  work  of  any  kind  going  on  except  stone-breaking.  We  would 
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respectfully  suggest  that  we  should  have  your  permission  to  employ  a shoe- 
maker and  tailor  to  instruct  the  boys  in  their  trades ; and  also  to  employ  the 
women  and  girls  in  spinning  wool,  and  in  knitting  stockings  for  the  use  of  the 
paupers.  <• 

The  books  of  the  Union  do  not  appear  to  be  regularly  kept;  the  ledger  has 
not  been  posted  since  the  25th  of  March  last.  The  clerk  states  that  he  was 
unable  to  do  so,  as  the  relief  lists  do  not  agree  with  the  provision  check  account. 
This  state  of  things  cannot  be  permitted  to  continue. 

The  clerk  and  master  both  appear  active  and  zealous ; but  we  consider  that 
they  would  both  require  assistants  to  enable  them  to  discharge  their  duties 
efficiently ; and  would  suggest  that  the  clerk’s  salary  should  be  increased,  so  as 
to  enable  him  to  provide  his  own  assistant ; and  that  we  should  be  permitted 
to  appoint  an  assistant  master;  the  present  master  has  had  fever,  and  is  still 
weak. 

We  will,  as  soon  as  the  funds  permit  us  to  commence  giving  out-door  relief, 
take  care  that  the  house  shall  be  available  as  far  as  possible  for  the  able- 
bodied. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  state,  that  our  most  earnest  attention  shall  be 
devoted  to  the  collection  of  the  rate,  and  to  finances  in  general ; and  shall  keep 
you  continually  informed  of  the  progress  we  may  be  enabled  to  make  respect- 
ing them. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  24,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  your  taking  steps  to 
have  the  payment  of  the  outstanding  rates  enforced  from  the  immediate  lessors 
as  well  as  other  defaulters.  The  Commissioners  think  it  will  be  better  that 
the  summary  mode  of  proceeding  against  immediate  lessors  by  notice  and 
summons  should  be  resorted  to  when  practicable,  in  preference  to  taking  pro- 
ceedings in  the  superior  courts ; where  however  that  course  is  deemed  necessary, 
the  Commissioners  will  readily  consent  to  proceedings  being  taken,  on  your 
forwarding  to  them  a list  of  such  immediate  lessors. 

The  Commissioners  have  no  objection  to  the  appointment  of  a shoemaker  and 
tailor  to  be  employed  in  the  workhouse  as  you  propose ; and  they  are  prepared 
to  sanction  an  increase  in  the  clerk’s  salary,  and  the  appointment  of  an  assistant 
to  the  workhouse  master. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — Febniary  25,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I have  had 
a communication  with  the  manager  of  the  National  Bank  in  this  town.  He 
has  informed  me  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  borrowing  a sum  of  money 
from  the  directors  (say  about  4,000/.)  at  five  per  cent.,  provided  the  Commis- 
sioners would  sanction  the  loan  to  be  re-payable  in  instalments  out  of  the  rates. 
From  the  great  necessity  there  is  for  commencing  out-door  relief  immediately, 
I see  no  other  means  of  our  beginning. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  26,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  approval  of  the  proposal  to  obtain  a 
loan  from  the  Union  Treasurer  for  this  purpose,  and  to  state  that  the  Com- 
missioners will  guarantee  the  payment  of  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent, 
per  annum,  for  six  months,  or  such  shorter  period  as  it  may  be  required,  on 
any  loan,  not  exceeding  4,000/.  which  the  Vice-Guardians  may  be  able  to 
obtain  from  their  Treasurer. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  29,  1848. 

We  beg  to  inform  you  that  our  attention  has  been  constantly  applied  in 
endeavouring  to  establish  discipline  and  classification  in  the  workhouse.  We 
have  in  some  degree  succeeded,  but  much  remains  to  be  done. 
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We  would  again  call  your  attention  to  the  advantage  of  having  the  female  Castlerea  Union, 
paupers  employed  in  spinning  wool  and  knitting  stockings  •,  and  request  your 
sanction  for  same.  We  do  not  propose  to  use  fire  in  doing  so. 

We  have  endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  finances  in  this  Union;  as 
yet  we  have  not  been  able  to  do  so,  in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
books  were  kept.  We  are  of  opinion,  as  is  also  Mr.  Auchmuty,  the  Inspector, 
that  a person  conversant  with  the  details  of  Union  accounts  should  be  sent  here 
by  you  to  investigate  and  wind  up  to  this  time  all  the  accounts  of  this  Union. 

The  late  Guardians  have  been  in  the  practice  of  giving  checks  on  the  treasurer 
to  the  contractors  and  others,  though  they  had  no  funds  in  his  hands  to  meet 
them.  We  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  to  what  amount  such  checks 
are  still  outstanding. 

We  have  had  before  us  most  of  the  collectors,  they  are  14  in  number.  Some 
of  them  appear  to  be  very  inefficient ; collecting  books  and  receipt  checks  very 
incorrectly  kept.  In  some  instances  no  entries  made  in  their  books  before  they 
came  to  the  clerk  to  check  their  accounts.  Some  of  them  are  the  tenants  (one 
the  bailiff)  of  large  proprietors  and  immediate  lessors,  all  of  whom  they  have 
permitted  to  continue  defaulters  to  this  time.  We  have  had  the  collectors 
served  with  notices  to  pay  in  50/.  each  on  next  Saturday.  In  case  of  their  not 
doing  so  we  intend,  with  your  approval,  to  have  them  summoned  to  petty 
sessions  for  disobedience  of  orders.  We  have  also  directed  them  to  serve  15 
days’  notice  on  all  defaulting  immediate  lessors  who  have  residences  within  the 
county,  and  recommend  that  all  who  have  not  such  residences  should  be  pro- 
ceeded against  without  delay  in  the  superior  courts. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  1,  184S. 

You  have  full  authority,  and  it  is  part  of  your  duty,  to  have  the  female 
inmates  of  the  workhouse  employed,  without  receiving  any  special  sanction  for 
the  purpose  from  the  Commissioners.  In  any  matter  affecting  the  insurance  of 
the  workhouse  from  fire,  you  should  communicate  with  the  agent  of  the 
insurance  company  who  have  insured  the  workhouse  premises. 

As  regards  the  Union  accounts,  the  Commissioners  must  decline  at  this  time 
to  detach  from  this  office  an  accountant  to  arrange  the  books  of  the  Castlerea 
Union ; they  suggest  that  you  should  communicate  with  the  auditor  on  the 
subject,  and  advertise  for  a competent  person  to  do  what  is  required  in  that 
respect,  charging  the  due  proportion  of  expense  on  each  of  the  present  or  former 
Union  officers  through  whose  default  the  arrear  has  occurred. 

With  respect  to  the  collectors  of  poor-rate,  I am  to  state  that  it  will  be  an 
important  part  of  your  duty  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  render 
those  officers  attentive  and  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  In  any 
case  of  continued  neglect  or  inefficiency  you  should  suspend  the  officer,  in- pur- 
suance of  the  4 1st  article  of  the  General  Regulations,  and  the  Commissioners 
will  immediately  take  the  case  into  consideration,  with  a view  to  the  issue  of 
an  order  of  dismissal.  The  collectors  should  be  informed  that  they  and  their 
sureties  will  be  held  responsible  under  their  bonds  for  any  neglect  or  dis- 
obedience in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  also  that  in  case  of  dismissal 
they  and  their  sureties  will  still  be  legally  responsible  under  their  bonds 
for  any  rates  which  shall  be  shown  to  have  been  lost  by  their  negligence  or 
default. 

You  will  have  the  goodness  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  the  names  of  the 
immediate  lessors  in  the  Union  against  whom  you  shall  recommend  that  pro- 
ceedings should  be  instituted  in  the  Superior  Courts  of  Record,  stating  at  the 
same  time  the  amount  due  by  each,  and  the  steps  which  may  have  been  taken  to 
obtain  payment  of  the  rate. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  2,  1848. 

I attended  yesterday  at  Ballaghaderreen  relative  to  cattle  that  Thomas 
Costello  had  impounded  for  poor  rate.  There  was  a meeting  of  magistrates, 
and  Mr.  Dillon,  the  solicitor,  attended.  The  magistrates  ordered  that  the 
cattle  should  be  returned  to  the  owners,  and  that  Costello  should  pay  all 
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Castlerea  Union,  expenses,  on  the  ground  that  the  regular  31  days’  notice  had  not  been  served 
by  the  collector.  The  Vice-Guardians  have  ordered  Patrick  Giblin  to  give  up 
two  cows  that  he  had  in  pound,  on  the  same  grounds. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  3,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  report  to  the  Com- 
missioners the  reasons  why  the  collectors,  in  the  cases  referred  to,  proceeded 
against  the  occupiers  of  the  lauds  instead  of  against  the  immediate  lessors. 

The  collectors  should  in  all  cases  where  immediate  lessors  are  rated  use 
every  means  to  recover  the  rate  from  them ; and  the  provisions  of  the  3rd 
section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act  should  not  be  resorted  to  except 
under  peculiar  circumstances. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  4,  1848. 

There  are  upwards  of  10,000  children  receiving  relief  under  the  British 
Association.  The  population  in  1841  was  92,864.  We  have  not  commenced 
out-door  relief  here  as  yet.  The  Vice-Guardians  and  I are  of  opinion  that  relief 
should  be  confined  to  the  1st  section.  We  are  in  hopes  that  employment  will 
now  become  general. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  8,  1848. 


If  the  Vice-Guardians  provide 
charging  on  out-door  relief  all  classes 
Poor  Relief  Act,  they  will  probably  be 
able-bodied  applicants  for  relief. 


accommodation  in  the  workhouse,  by  dis- 
cerning under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish 
enabled  to  make  room  for  the  reception  of 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  5,  1848. 

I have  been  in  attendance  on  the  Vice-Guardians  the  entire  week  We 

sMe  tha?  ST'r  i!‘  “"S  tIle  rate  “““ton’  books.  I regret  to 
state  mat  some  of  them  have  been  very  negligent  in  their  duty  but  I hone  in 

I ar^deterrninefm  mr  **  T i,npr!,vem«ni:  i the  Vice- Guardians  and 
1 w a®term^ne(l  t0  take  active  steps  against  them. 

wpWfej  ..relieving  officers  before  us  with  their  books.  The  moment 

“““  °Ut-d00r  relief-  1 t0  that  distress  is 

]anIdW‘p“"cl1  on  going  to  Ballaghadereen  to  see  the  men  employed  on  the 

nofdeaftlLPt'r^;Vl11  * “*  “*“*•>*  - -dtpCy"^ 

T*®1  “ week  t0  give  the  collectors  at 
Mr  OConnell  t & ,P,  “ P;'ote,;tlo“’  “3  to  go  with  them  himself, 

three  days  to  aslst titw  Y P 0“  ‘oBallyhaunis  for 

al‘  f local  magistrates  to  give 
the  Castle  the  poor-rates  will  theU'  ‘° 

carrying1  ou^th^diseiplme’o/the  h S,p,  ass«tance  from  Mr.  Baker  in 

have  at  last  got  all  the  paupers\vell  clad.  1 “ “ ® establlshmeut  is  dea“.  and  I 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—March  9,  1848. 

sioners  of  therraXof  apXIfcL  fol®,  g°v“?S  ,to  rlnform  tbe  Commis- 
stated  to  be  willing  to  advance  & °M  whlch  the  Union  treasurer  was 

sioners  i^mi^od  t^*onec*?1?  of  poor-rate,  the  Commis- 

the  result  of  your  application.  assistflnce  of  magistrates,  and  to  report 
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The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  9,  1848. 

We  beg  to  inform  you  that  we  have  been  principally  engaged  since  our 
’ last  report  in  investigating  the  collectors’  accounts,  the  greater  part  of  them  are 
now  in  a satisfactory  state.  W e consider  some  of  the  collectors  very  inefficient, 
and  would  without  hesitation  suspend  them  did  vve  not  fear  our  doing  so  would 
retard  and  confuse  the  present  collection ; we  hope  that  by  close  attention  and 
keeping  them  strictly  to  their  duties  that  we  will  be  able  to  get  in  the  present 
rate  sooner  than  by  dismissing  them.  We  regret  to  say  that  the  directors  of  the 
National  Bank  have  declined  advancing  the  loan  of  4000/.  which  you  sanctioned  our 
applying  for;  they  say  they  are  ready  to  lend  us  a smaller  sum,  say  2500/.,  provided 
we  guarantee  that  the  rates  as  collected  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
that  loan  ; our  doing  so  would  not  place  us  in  a better  position  than  we  are  at  pre- 
sent. As  far  as  we  can  ascertain  there  is  considerably  over  2000/.  due  to  con- 
tractors and  tradesmen. 

From  the  great  distress  prevailing  in  this  Union  we  felt  ourselves  called  on  to 
commence  giving  out-door  relief  in  money  to  the  parties  included  in  your  first 
order  for  out-door  relief.  We  were  enabled  to  do  this  by  the  Inspector,  Mr. 
Auchmuty,  inducing  the  manager  of  the  National  Bank  to  advance  300/.  for  that 
purpose;  we  hope  that  this  sum  will  enable  us  to  afford  considerable  relief,  and 
that  an  increased  collection  of  the  rates  will  permit  us  to  continue  doing  so  for 
some  time. 

There  still  remains  over  9000/.  of  the  rate  to  be  collected ; but  from  all  the 
information  we  can  procure,  we  fear  that  about  4000/.  of  that  sum  cannot  be 
collected,  being  principally  due  by  parties  unable  to  pa}',  and  who  have  nothing  to 
be  distrained.  The  state  of  the  workhouse  as  to  discipline,  classification,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  paupers,  is  much  improved.  Our  attention  is  still  directed  to 
the  accounts  of  the  Union,  which  we  hope  will  be  soon  in  a satisfactory  state. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  11,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  regret  that  you  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  the  proposed  advance  from  the  Union  treasurer. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  it  appears  to  the  Commissioners  that  if  you 
communicated  personally  as  Avell  as  by  letter  with  the  manager  of  the  Bank,  you 
might  still  be  enabled  to  obtain  an  advance  on  terms  sufficiently  advantageous  to 
warrant  you  in  availing  yourselves  of  it. 

The  Commissioners  rely  upon  your  attention  being  continually  directed  to  the 
collection  of  the  outstanding  poor-rates  with  promptitude  and  vigour. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners: — March  12,  1848. 

I have  been  employed  at  the  workhouse  with  the  Vice- Guardians  the  entire 
week.  We  have  had  all  the  relieving  officers  before  us.  I am  happy  to  say  that 
out-door  relief  is  given  under  the  first  section.  We  will  have  l'oom  for  a good 
many  able-bodied  paupers  in  the  house  from  the  changes  that  we  are  making,  and 
I am  in  hopes  after  a time  I shall  be  enabled  to  get  the  grounds  about  the  work- 
house  into  order.  One  of  the  contractors  for  the  fever-sheds  will  have  his  part 
done  in  about  a fortnight.;  it  will  accommodate  50  patients.  Mr.  O’Connell  has 
been  at  Ballyhaunis  since  Wednesday  with  the  military  and  police.  I cannot 
state  what  money  has  been  collected,  as  I have  not  seen  the  collectors.  I have 
had  Commissary  Dobree  and  Mr.  Flanagan  here  during  the  week.  I think  they 
both  seemed  pleased  with  the  clean  manner  the  workhouse  is  kept. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  :• — March  14,  1848. 

We  beg  to  inform  you  that  since  our  last  report,  we  have  been  chiefly 
engaged  in  initialing  the  relieving  officers’  books,  for  those  persons  entitled  to  relief 
under  the  1st  section  of  the  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act.  Those  three  classes  we 
regret  to  say  are  very  numerous,  we  cannot  exactly  say  the  number ; by  a rough 
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Castlerea.  Union,  calculation  we  found  it  necessary  to  give  the  relieving  officers  cheques  for  215/. 

on  the  treasurer,  to  afford  relief  to  those  we  directed . Yesterday  a number  of 
persons,  over  300,  came  from  the  relief  districts  of  Ballymoe  and  Ballinakill  to 
the  workhouse  to  demand  relief ; we  admitted  a few  of  them  to  the  Board-room  * 
and  explained  to  them  the  extent  to  which  we  could  legally  extend  relief ; they 
were  perfectly  peaceable  and  respectful  in  their  conduct,  but  said  that  if  they  were 
not  relieved  that  bad  work  would  take  place  in  the  country.  We  offered  to  admit 
many  of  them  to  the  workhouse,  but  they  refused,  with  the  exception  of  one  man, 
who  has  a very  large  family ; and  they  generally  said  that  they  would  rather  die  by  the 
ditches  than  come  into  the  workhouse.  Many  of  them  held  small  portions  of  land, 
and  they  appeared  much  disappointed  when  we  explained  to  them  the  impossibility 
of  our  giving  them  relief,  while  they  continued  to  hold  more  land  than  a statute 
quarter  acre.  John  Hurley,  the  relieving  officer  of  this  district,  stated  that  all 
those  poor  persons  were  desired  on  the  previous  Sunday  at  Ballymoe,  by  Mr. 
Thomas  N.  Baggot,  a magistrate,  and  late  ex  officio  Guardian,  the  parish  priest,  and 
himself,  to  go  to  the  Vice-Guardians  to  the  workhouse,  as  they  themselves  could 
do  nothing  for  them.  We  have  applied  by  letter  and  personally  to  the  manager 
of  the  Bank  here  for  a loan  of  2500/.,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  rates  in  harvest  next. 
He  has  forwarded  our  application  to  London,  but  has  not  as  yet  received  an  answer. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  the  collectors  generally  are  using  increased  exertions  ; the 
stipendiary  magistrate  has  been  assisting  some  of  them  with  the  police  and  military. 
No  exertions  shall  be  spared  on  our  part  to  keep  them  to  a strict  discharge  of  their 
duties.  We  have  discharged  from  the  workhouse  numbers  of  persons  who  can  get 
out-door  relief,  under  the  1st  section,  and  will  endeavour  to  make  the  house  as 
available  as  possible  for  the  able-bodied. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  16,  1348. 

1 am  to  request  that  the  Commissioners  may  be  informed  whether  you 
recommend  that  an  order  should  be  issued,  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  15,  1848. 

The  relieving  officers  of  this  Union  have  stated  to  us  that  many  persons 
have  applied  to  them  for  relief  who  hold  more  than  a statute  quarter  acre  of  land, 
and  that  to  entitle  them  and  their  families  to  relief  they  have  offered  the  landlord 
possession  of  the  land,  retaining  the  house,  and  in  some  instances  the  house  and 
the  quarter  acre.  In  many  cases  the  landlord  has  refused  to  accept  the  possession 
without  getting  possession  of  all.  The  Vice-Guardians  request  to  know  if  they 
may  afford  relief  to  such  persons,  though  they  may  still  continue  to  occupy  such 
land  under  the  above-mentioned  circumstances,  provided  they  are  otherwise  legally 
entitled  to  it.  J & • 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  16,  1848. 

I am  directed  to  state,  that  the  mere  refusal  of  a landlord  to  accept  a 
surrender  of  land  does  not  disqualify  a person  who  has  ceased  to  occupy  more  than 
a quarter  ot  an  acre  of  land  from  receiving  relief. 

By  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Belief  Extension  Act,  it  is  merely  the 
occupation  or  . non-occupation  of  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  which  is  made  a 
criterion  of  destitution,  provided  that  an  applicant  for  relief  mav  otherwise  be 
deemed  entitled  to  it.  — J 

Hence  as  far  as  that  clause  is  concerned,  you  are  warranted  in  relieving  anybody 
who  is  not  m such  occupation,  and  you  are  not  bound  to  investigate  title  at  all,  or 
to  ascertain  whether  the  tenant’s  interest  has  been  legally  determined  by  surrender 
or  otherwise.  ° J 
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Castlerea  Union. 

The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  15,  1848.  • 

In  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  enclosing  an  extract  of  a 
report  from  Deputy  Commissary-General  Dobree,  we  beg  to  say  that  we  have 
commenced  to  give  out-door  relief  (as  stated  in  our  report  of  yesterday)  to  those 
entitled  to  it  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  would 
have  done  so  at  an  earlier  period  had  the  funds  of  the  Union  permitted  our 
doing  so. 

From  every  information  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  we  are  of  opinion  that  out- 
door relief  to  the  able-bodied,  and  to  a great  extent,  is  required  in  this  Union. 

We  would  request  the  advice  of  the  Commissioners  in  what  way  we  should 
procure  funds  to  afford  such  relief  in  case  the  Commissioners  may  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  issue  an  order  for  our  doing  so.  We  have,  together  with  Mr.  Auchmuty, 
visited  the  house  at  Wilsgrove,  and  consider  it  in  every  respect  admirably  adapted 
for  affording  further  house  accommodation,  but  the  state  of  our  funds  for  the 
present  precludes  us  from  availing  ourselves  of  what  would  be  of  the  greatest 
possible  advantage  to  this  Union. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners: — March  15,  1848. 

I beg  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  a letter  received  from 
the  manager  of  the  National  Bank.  I regret  the  application  has  not  been  suc- 
cessful. We  have  a communication  with  the  manager,  who  is  of  opinion  that  if  a 
new  rate  were  struck,  that  the  application  would  succeed.  I think  that  a new 
rate  of  2.9.  lid.  should  be  struck  over  the  entire  Union.  I am  of  opinion,  from 
the  number  of  applicants  now  pressing  on  us  for  relief,  that  we  must  extend  it  to 
the  able-bodied.  There  are  only  ten  undertakings  under  the  land  improvement  in 
this  Union,  and  some  of  the  applicants  have  not  got  money.  I have  been  most 
particular  of  late,  in  making  inquiries  from  persons  that  I could  depend  on  ; and 
there  is  scarcely  any  proprietors  who  will  give  employment. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Power  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — March  15,  1848. 

I subjoin  a copy  of  a letter  received  this  morning  from  the  Court  of  Directors  referring 
to  your  application  for  an  advance  of  2500/ . 

(Copy.) 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  together  with  that  from  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the 
Castlerea  Poor  Law  Union,  applying  for  an  advance  of  2500/.,  have  been  laid  before  the 
Committee  of  Management,  by  whom  I am  instructed  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Directors 
cannot  entertain  the  question  of  any  advance  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  which  is  not  guaran- 
teed by  them  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  rale  struck,  and  in  course  of  collection. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  Power,  Esq.  V.  S.  King,  Secretary. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — Marched,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  striking  of  a new  rate  immediately 
after  the  15th  of  April,  when  the  law  proceedings  for  recovering  the  outstanding 
portions  of  the  existing  rate,  may  be  expected  to  enforce  payment  in  the  majority 
of  cases. 

The  Commissioner.s,  however,  do  not  approve  of  the  indiscriminate  rating  pro- 
posed. 

If  in  the  rate  of  August,  1847,  provision  were  not  made  for  repayment  of  the 
advances  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  it  will  he  now  necessary  to  make  such 
provision,  in  addition  to  the  current  Union  expenditure ; but  if  in  any  case  the 
amount  necessary  for  both  purposes  shall  exceed  3s.  in  the  pound,  this  amount  of 
rate  only  is  to  he  levied  in  any  such  division. 

With  a view  to  the  speedy  commencement  of  proceedings  against  immediate 
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Castlerea  Union.  lessors,  so  that  the  writs  maybe  returnable  on  the  15th  of  April,  the  Commis- 
— sioners  request  that  you  will  recommend  the  Vice-Guardians  to  transmit  without 

delay  a list  of  the  lessors  to  be  sued,  and  to  apply  for  the  necessary  consent. 

The  Commissioners  return  the  letter  of  the  local  manager  of  the  National  Bank, 
declining  to  make  a loan  which  is  not  to  be  repaid  out  ot  a rate  already  made  and 
in  progress  of  collection. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners: — March  17,  1848. 

I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  the  Vice- 
Guardians  and  I are  of  opinion  that  out-door  relief  would  be  most  desirable  to  be 
extended  to  the  able-bodied,  but  from  the  state  of  the  funds  of  this  Union  we 
cannot  see  how  it  will  be  carried  out. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  18,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  will  issue  an  order  authorizing  relief  to  be  afforded  to 
the  destitute  able-bodied  poor  in  the  Union  ; and  the  Commissioners  would  make 
an  application  to  the  British  Association  for  assistance  to  the  Union  if  they  saw 
due  exertions  made  by  the  ratepayers  to  pay  the  rates. 

The  Commissioners  observe,  however,  by  the  last  return  received  from  the  Union 
clerk,  that  upwards  of  9000/.  remain  uncollected  of  the  last  rate  made  in  the 
Union ; and  the  Commissioners  are  unwilling  to  do  anything  at  the  present 
moment  which  would  encourage  the  idea  that  the  funds  of  the  British  Association 
are  about  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  local  honesty  and  local  obedience  to  the  law 
in  the  paymeut  of  poor-rates  in  Castlerea  Union. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  19,  1848. 

I am  of  opinion  that  in  some  parts  of  this  Union  that  the  rates  cannot  be 
collected  unless  the  collectors  get  a police  protection.  Michael  Waldron,  one  of 
the  collectors,  collected  during  the  time  he  had  a police  protection  292/.  Connell, 
another  collector,  only  lodged  81.  last  week.  He  states  to  me  that  if  lie  gets  the 
police  protection,  that  he  would  collect  200/.  in  a few  days.  The  people  have  the 
money,  but  boast  that  they  will  not  pay  unless  the  law  is  enforced. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  20,  1 848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  collectors  of  poor-rate  who  require  assistance  should 
make  application  to  the  magistrates  in  the  usual  manner. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Auchmuty  : — March  20,  1848.* 

The  Commissioners  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  make  application  to  the 
British  Association  for  an  advance  of  300/.,  to  assist  the  Vice-Guardians  in  pro- 
viding for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

As  it  appears  from  your  report  of  the  19th  instant,  regarding  the  collection  of 
the  rates,  that  the  ratepayers  have  the  means  although  they  decline  to  pay ; the 
Commissioners  rely  on  your  not  letting  it  be  generally  known  that  any  assistance 
has  been  granted  by  the  British  Association  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Union. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  perceive  that  no  relief  has  yet  been  given 
in  the  Union,  even  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act, 
ond  as  they  believe  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  arrangements  for  this  purpose 
aught  under  any  circumstances  to  he  made,  they  will  feel  a satisfaction  in  learning 
that  such  arrangements  have  been  accordingly  made,  and  that  out-door  relief  under 
the  1st  section  has  actually  commenced  in  the  Union. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  21,  1848. 

We  beg  to  inform  you  that  we  have  been  busily  engaged  during  the  past 
week  with  the  relieving  officers,  enabling  them  to  afford  out-door  relief  to  the 
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impotent  classes.  We  have  completed  the  initialing  of  all  the  books  except  that 
for  Castlerea,  the  relieving  officer  of  which  was  totally  unfit  for  the  office.  He 
has  resigned,  and  we  have  appointed  a young  man  who  we  hope  will  give  satis- 
faction. 

Some  of  the  collectors  have  been  successful  in  collecting  the  rate  to  what  we 
consider  a fair  amount ; others  of  them  state  to  us  the  total  impossibility  of 
collecting  the  rate  without  the  aid  of  the  civil  power ; one  of  them  stated  that  he 
was  only  able  to  collect  8/.,  but  if  he  had  the  aid  of  the  police  he  would  be  able 
to  collect  200/.  in  the  week.  We  very  much  fear  that  any  effort  or  exertions  on 
our  part  to  impress  on  the  landlords  or  occupiers  in  this  Union,  a moral  sense  of 
their  duties  to  the  destitute  poor  would  be  of  very  little  avail,  as,  with  some 
exceptions,  they  appear  from  the  report  of  the  collectors  to  be  most  desirous  to 
delay  the  payment  of  their  rates  by  every  means  in  their  power.  No  exertions  on 
our  part  shall  be  spared  to  carry  your  directions  into  effect,  respecting  the  speedy 
enforcement  of  the  rates  ; but  we  consider  the  continuous  aid  of  the  civil  power 
absolutely  necessary  to  enable  us  to  do  so  with  effect.  The  contractors  are 
becoming  very  importunate  for  money  ; if  we  give  them  cheques  we  shall  not  be 
able  to  continue  out-door  relief. 

We  nearly  completed  the  taking  contracts  for  provisions  yesterday.  We  con- 
sider we  have  obtained  them  on  favourable  terms,  as,  on  an  average  of  the 
present  consumption,  there  will  be  a saving  of  about  1000/.  per  annum. 

We  are  preparing  for  you  a list  of  immediate  lessors  in  this  Union  who,  we  are 
of  opinion,  should  be  sued  in  the  Superior  Courts. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington: — March  25,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  a copy  of  a report  which  the  Com- 
missioners have  received  from  the  Vice- Guardians  of  the  Castlerea  Union;  and 
I am  to  request  your  attention  to  the  portion  of  the  report  relating  to  the 
assistance  required  by  the  rate  collectors  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  22,  1848. 

I beg  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners  that  out-door 
relief  has  been  given  out  in  this  Union  under  the  1st  section  of  the  Poor  Relief 
Extension  Act  since  the  7th  of  this  month.  I have  further  to  report  that  the 
military  and  police  will  be  employed  the  entire  of  next  week  in  protecting  the 
poor-rate  collectors  in  execution  of  their  duty.  I have  further  to  add  that  if  we 
get  a grant  from  the  British  Association,  no  persons  except  the  Vice-Guardians 
shall  know  from  what  source  it  comes. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  23,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  are  to-day  informed  by  Count  Strzelecki  that  he  has 
transmitted  to  you  300/.,  to  assist  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Castlerea  Union  in 
providing  out-door  relief  in  the  Union. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  it  would  be  most  desirable  that  the  Vice- 
Guardians  should,  if  possible,  obtain  from  the  Union  treasurer  a loan  on  terms 
which  would  be  advantageous,  and  the  Commissioners  wish  that  they  should  again 
communicate  with  the  Union  treasurer  on  the  subject. 

The  Commissioners  request  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  new  rate  to  be 
made  in  the  Union,  and  the  steps  which  have  been  taken  to  relieve  the  destitute 
poor  therein,  since  the  dissolution  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  26,  1848. 

I have  been  engaged  the  entire  week  with  the  Vice-Guardians.  I have 
had  four  carts  and  horses  and  all  the  paupers  employed  in  removing  the  clay  and 
rubbish  from  the  workhouse  grounds.  I expect  to  have  upwards  of  three  acres 
of  potatoes  planted.  There  were  three  paupers  admitted  last  week  who  are 
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good  masons ; I have  them  employed  in  repairing-  the  walls  of  the  workhouse. 
The  Vice-Guardians  have  made  new  contracts  for  supplying  the  workhouse  with 
provisions;  and,  from  the  reduction  they  have  made  in  the  prices,  there  will  be 
a saving  of  1000/.  a year  to  the  Union.  John  Duffy,  one  of  the  collectors,  brought 
in  here  yesterday,  market-day,  four  head  of  cattle  he  distrained  for  poor-rates. 
I got  plenty  of  bidders  for  them,  and  they  were  sold  at  fair  prices.  The  amount 
of  money  lodged  this  week  was  not  as  large  as  I expected,  304/. ; but  as  Mr. 
O’Connell  and  the  military  will  be  employed  the  entire  of  next  week  in  protecting- 
the  collectors,  I am  in  hopes  that  a large  sum  will  be  paid  in. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  28,  1848. 

We  beg  to  inform  you  that  since  our  last  report  we  have  afforded  outdoor 
relief  to  the  impotent  classes  generally  throughout  this  Union ; we  have  dis- 
charged a great  number  of  that  class  from  the  workhouse.  We  shall  without 
delay  have  your  directions  carried  into  effect  as  to  further  making  the  house 
available  for  the  able-bodied  men.  The  collectors  continue  to  state  that  they 
cannot  enforce  the  payment  of  the  rate,  without  the  assistance  of  the  police.  The 
resident  magistrate,  Mr.  O’Connell,  went  out  yesterday  with  the  military  to  Bally- 
haunis,  to  protect  the  collectors.  John  Duffy,  collector  of  Artagh  electoral 
division,  brought  in  four  head  of  stock  to  this  town  on  Saturday  last,  and  sold 
them  for  poor-rate  without  any  opposition. 

The  manager  of  the  National  Bank  here  says  that  the  directors  of  that  estab- 
lishment will  not  lend  us  money  before  we  have  struck  a new  rate.  We  hope  in 
a short  time  to  be  able  to  ascertain  what  rate  may  be  necessary  to  strike  for  each 
electoral  division,  as  the  clerk  lias  engaged  an  assistant  who,  from  his  testimonials, 
v-e  trust  will  be  competent  to  enable  him  to  wind  up  his  accounts.  We  feel  much 
pleasure  in  stating  that  there  is  a decided  improvement  observable  in  the  discipline 
and  classification  of  the  paupers  iu  the  workhouse,  and  we  hope  that  in  a short 
time  that  it  will  he  in  a satisfactory  state.  We  shall  have  your  order  for  out- door 
relief  to  the  second  class  carried  into  effect,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  We 
have  already  accepted  tenders  for  Indian-meal  to  be  distributed  in  rations  for  six 
electoral  divisions,  on  what  we  consider  advantageous  terms.  We  conceived  the 
tenders  for  the  remaining  electoral  divisions  too  high,  and  have  advertised  fox- 
fresh  tenders  ; in  the  meantime,  we  propose  to  supply  the  relieving  officers  with 
rations  either  from  the  workhouse  or  from  the  grant  of  the  British  Association. 

One  of  the  fever  sheds  is  nearly  completed  ; the  contractor  for  the  other,  Mr. 
MfGreevey,  is  delayed  for  want  of  funds,  in  consequence  of  not  being  paid  for  the 
boundary  wall.  Mr.  Dillon  has  served  the  securities  of  the  late  clerk  with  a writ, 
and  is  proceeding  to  recover  the  amount  due.  There  is  a great  improvement  in  the 
sanitary  state  of  the  house. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  29,  1848. 

I beg  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  following  subject. 
I here  are  numbers  of  women  who  are  in  the  wox-khouse,  and  are  makino-  appli- 
cation daily  to  us  for  admission,  they  have  been  deserted  by  their  husbands,  who 
m most  cases  are  gone  to  America  and  to  England  ; if  we  could  put  them  on  the 
out-door  relief  it  would  be  the  means  of  making  room  for  the  able-bodied. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  -.—April  1,  1848.. 

. /^s  n°  °rder  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Relief  Extension  Act,  is  in  force 

in  Castlerea  Umon,  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  women  whose  husbands  have 
f?.ne  1°  America  or  Great  Bi-itain,  it  is  necessary  that  you  should  recommend  the 
Vice-Guardians  to  apply  for  such  an  order  if  positively  necessary,  and  state 
whether  it  should  also  include  women  whose  husbands  are  in  prison  or  have  been 
transported.  If  such  an  order  be  issued  the  relieving  officers  should  be  required 
to  watch  the  cases  of  alleged  separation  or  desertion,  otherwise  serious  evils  may 
arise,  and  each  officer  should  he  made  fully  aware  of  the  provisions  in  the  2nd 
section  o(  the  Act  10  and  11  Viet.,  cap.  84,  under  which  husbands  deserting  their 
families  or  wilfully  neglecting  to  maintain  them,  may  be  punished  by  imprison- 
ment with  hard  labour. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — April  1,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  the  resolution  passed  at  your 
meeting  on  the  30th  ultimo,  requesting  the  Commissioners’  consent  to  your 
taking  proceedings  in  pursuance  of  the  2nd  section  of  the  6th  and  7th  Viet, 
c.  92,  in  the  Superior  Courts  of  Record  in  Dublin,  against  the  following  persons, 
who  are  immediate  lessors  and  defaulters  in  the  payment  of  the  poor  rate  in 
the  Castlerea  Union,  namely : — 


William  Roe,  esq., 

Rev.  Lewis  Hawkes, 

Rev.  James  Taafe, 

Goughs,  minors  in  Chancery, 
James  Dillon,  esq., 

Balfes,  minors  in  Chancery, 
James  Kenny,  esq.. 

Lord  de  Freyne, 

Daniel  Farrell,  esq., 

George  Knox,  esq., 
Nicholson  Jordan,  esq., 
Minor  Higgins, 


Robert  Hcwston,  esq., 
William  Lloyd,  esq., 
William  Davis,  esq., 
William  Murphy, 

D.  H.  Farrell,  esq., 

Lord  Dillon, 

Patrick  Balfe,  esq., 

D.  H.  Kirkaldy,  esq., 
Thomas  Palmer,  esq., 
Michael  B.  Birmingham, 
Christopher  Taaffe,  esq., 
William  Graydon; 


And  the  Commissioners  hereby  signify  their  consent  to  your  bringing  an  action 
in  any  one  of  the  Superior  Courts  of  Record  in  Dublin  against  the  said 


William  Roe,  esq., 

Rev.  Lewis  Hawkes, 

Rev.  James  Taaffe, 

Goughs,  minors  in  Chancery, 
James  Dillon,  esq., 

Balfes,  minors  in  Chancery, 
James  Kenny,  esq., 

Lord  de  Freyne, 

Robert  Hewston,  esq., 
William  Lloyd,  esq., 

William  Davis,  esq., 

William  Murphy, 


D.  H.  Farrell,  esq., 

Lord  Dillon, 

Patrick  Balfe,  esq., 

D.  H.  Kirkaldy,  esq., 
Daniel  Farrell,  esq., 
George  Knox,  esq., 
Nicholson  Jordan,  esq., 
Minor  Higgins, 

Thomas  Palmer,  esq., 
Michael  B.  Birmingham, 
Christopher  Taaffe,  esq., 
William  Graydon, 


For  the  recovery  of  the  arrears  of  poor  rate  made  on  them  respectively,  as 
immediate  lessors,  in  respect  of  certain  property  situated  within  the  Castlerea 
Union. 


Castlerea  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — April  4,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  list  transmitted  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  31st 
ultimo,  of  immediate  lessors  who  are  defaulters  in  the  payment  of  poor  rate 
in  the  Castlerea  Union,  from  which  it  appears  that  H.  Maypowder,  esq.,  and 
Dean  French  are  deceased,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  in 
these  cases  the  Vice- Guardians  should  ascertain  who  are  the  parties  now  legally 
responsible. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  2,  1848. 

I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I reported, 
in  connexion  with  Mr.  Flanagan,  that  there  were  8000  persons  in  this  Union 
requiring  relief,  but  in  consequence  of  the  great  destitution  that  prevails  here, 
it  is  as  much  as  we  could  do  to  give  relief  to  between  3000  and  4000  persons, 
under  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Law  Extension  Act.  The  order  for 
granting  out-door  relief  under  the  2nd  section  is  in  force  this  week  on  a limited 
scale,  but  will  be  next  week  on  a more  extensive  one. 

I have  further  to  report  that,  if  we  had  funds,  we  would  have  nearly  10,000 
persons  now  receiving  relief. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — April  4,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  learned  with  surprise,  from  your  report  of  the 
2nd  instant,  that  in  consequence  of  the  great  destitution  prevailing  in  Castlerea 
Union,  it  was  as  much  as  could  be  done  to  give  relief  to  between  3000  and 
4000  persons,  and  that  if  funds  could  be  provided,  there  would  have  been 
nearly  10,000  persons  relieved. 

As,  however,  you  do  not  state  in  what  way  the  latter  number  subsist,  when 
they  have  not  obtained  relief,  and  the  Vice-Guardians  have  not  applied  for  an 
order  to  give  relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Extension  Act,  to  any  but 
classes  which  cannot  be  numerous  in  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  trust  that 
you  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  reporting  that  there  are  so  many  thousand 
persons  who  are  destitute,  and  to  whom  relief  ought  to  be  given,  but  have  not 
yet  received  it. 

The  Commissioners  request  you  to  recommend  for  the  immediate  con- 
sideration of  the  Vice-Guardians,  the  classes  for  whom  relief  is  indispensable, 
that  they  may  apply  for  a further  order,  if  requisite,  and  then  direct  their 
relieving  officers  to  receive  applications  from  such  classes.  At  the  same  time, 
the  probable  expenses  should  be  estimated,  and  application  be  made  for  an 
advance  of  such  portion  of  the  amount  as  may  exceed  the  rates  to  be  collected 
in  the  time. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  make  such  arrangements  as  will 
prevent  any  destitute  person  in  the  Union  from  dying  of  starvation,  and  the 
Commissioners  rely  on  your  co-operating  with  them  effectually  for  this 
purpose. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — -April  4,  1848. 

We  beg  to  state  that  your  order  for  affording  relief  to  the  second  class 
of  the  destitute  poor  has  been  to  a considerable  degree  carried  into  effect,  and 
will  be  in  general  operation  by  the  middle  of  this  week.  We  have  contracted 
on  advantageous  terms  for  a supply  of  Indian-meal,  to  be  distributed  by  the 
contractors  in  each  relief  district  according  to  our  orders  to  the  relieving 
officers.  Giving  the  rations  in  this  manner  we  consider  will  be  of  advantage  to 
the  Union,  as  the  cost  and  risk  of  storage,  and  the  salaries  of  assistants  to  the 
relieving  officers  will  be  saved  ; but  we  fear  that  the  want  of  funds  will  compel 
us  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  grant  of  the  British  Association  to  this  Union ; we 
must  do  so  for  this  week  in  one  district,  for  which  we  did  not  accept  a con- 
tract. 

W e consider  that  the  distribution  of  rations  by  contractors  in  the  commence- 
ment will  enable  us  to  make  better  arrangements  for  its  future  supply  to  the 
poor  than  if  we  did  so  in  a hurry,  for  it  as  such,  could  not  be  avoided,  from  our 
being  almost  constantly  engaged  with  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers.  The 
affording  relief  to  the  second  class  will  give  us  an  opportunity  of  making  the 
house  still  more  available  for  able-bodied  men,  who  in  general  evince  a great 
disinclination  to  come  into  the  house.  Six  families  went  out  yesterday  when 
they  found  that  they  should  work. 

We  regret  that  we  cannot  report  favourably  respecting  the  state  of  our 
finances.  The  collectors  in  general  state  that  without  police  assistance  they 
cannot  collect,  and  that  the  rate-payers  have  evinced  a determination  not  to  pay 
until  compelled,  particularly  since  a meeting  held  at  Roscommon  respecting 
P°or~ratesL  ^e  have  constantly  urged  the  collectors  to  increased  exertions. 
We  tear  that  we  must  suspend  two  of  them,  for  reasons  which  will  appear  fully 
m the  minutes. 

We  have  forwarded  the  lists  of  defaulting  immediate  lessors  to  our  solicitor. 
I he  collectors  have  by  our  directions  summoned  some  of  those  of  that  class 
residing  within  the  county,  and  have  in  every  case  as  yet  reported,  succeeded  in 
obtaining  decrees.  Mr.  Auchmuty,  the  inspector,  attended  the  hearing  of  one 
case  m Roscommon.  We  consider  that  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  Union 
that  we  should  inspect  the  arrangement  and  the  giving  out  of  rations  together 
n ith  the  inspector,  and  would  wish  to  know  whether  you  will  approve  of  our 
doing  so.  j tri 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April 8,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  disinclination  evinced  by  the  rate-payers  to  pay 
their  rates  until  compelled,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  rely  upon 
your  continuing  to  cause  active  steps  to  be  taken  to  meet  and  effectually  over- 
come resistance  to  the  law. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  no  objection  to 
your  inspecting  the  arrangements  for  the  issue  of  rations  in  company  with  the 
inspector.  They  think  it  essential  that  you  should  visit  the  relief  depots 
periodically,  either  with  or  without  the  inspector. 


Mr.  Auchmuty  to  the  Commissioners: — April  9,  1848. 

I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  the  Vice- 
Guardians  and  I had  all  the  relieving  officers  before  us  yesterday,  and  from  the 
statements  they  made  to  us  of  the  great  destitution  that  exists  amongst  the  able- 
bodied  class  from  want  of  employment,  we  are  compelled  to  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  out-door  relief  ought  to  be  extended  to  them  unless  further  house 
accommodation  could  be  taken,  which  we  could  procure  if  we  had  the  necessary 
funds. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  10,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  in  accordance  with  your  recommendation  the  Com- 
missioners have  issued  an  order  authorizing  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Castlerea 
Union  to  afford  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  poor  persons  not  comprised 
within  the  terms  of  the  1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 


astlerea.  Union. 
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Tralee  Union. 


TRALEE  UNION-. 

Sir  Thomas  Ross  to  the  Commissioners  : — Febmary  1,  1848. 

5th Seri  s. page  316.  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I beg  to  acquaint  you 

that  I brought  together  this  day  some  of  the  influential  Guardians  and  others 
interested,  to  discuss  several  matters  connected  with  the  division  of  the  Union ; 
the  fitting  up,  for  the  reception  of  paupers  in  Dingle,  a temporary  workhouse ; 
the  most  eligible  site  for  the  proposed  new  workhouse ; the  plan  of  operation 
for  the  revision  of  the  relief  lists,  &c. ; and  after  considerable  discussion,  it 
appeared  to  be  the  unanimous  wish  and  desire  of  the  meeting,  and  in  which  I 
most  fully  coincide,  that  the  Union  ought  not  to  be  divided  until  the  permanent 
workhouse  is  finished  and  fit  for  the  reception  of  paupers,  but  that  in  the  mean- 
time a temporary  one  should  be  taken,  affording,  when  fitted  up,  accommoda- 
tion for  about  300  paupers,  the  expense  for  rent,  alterations,  See.,  to  be  borne  by 
the  Union  at  large,  observing  that  the  temporary  workhouse,  when  so  fitted  up, 
should  be  for  the  reception  exclusively  of  paupers  belonging  to  the  electoral 
divisions  which  it  is  proposed  shall  form  the  Dingle  Union,  and  who  may  here- 
after apply  and  be  eligible  for  admission.  I have  applied  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Union  to  furnish  me  with  a return  of  the  paupers  in  the  Tralee  workhouse,  with 
a view  to  show  that  from  several  causes  the  admission  from  the  ten  Western 
electoral  divisions  do  not  bear  anything  like  an  equal  proportion  to  those 
admitted  from  the  Tralee  districts,  and  therefore  that  this  portion  of  the  Union 
is  injustice  and  equity  entitled  to  a temporary  workhouse,  at  the  expense  of 
the  Union. 

It  was  also  proposed  that  the  Dingle  Committee,  assisted  by  an  Inspector, 
should  continue  their  functions,  scrutinizing  and  revising  the  lists  of  applicants, 
as  well  as  those  receiving  relief ; but  as  much  of  the  time  of  the  relieving 
officers  is  occupied  in  going  to  and  returning  from  Tralee,  where  they  attend 
the  Board,  that  it  would  be  most  desirable  that  such  attendance  should  be  dis- 
pensed with,  and  that  in  lieu  of  which,  they  be  directed  to  attend  at  Dingle,  to 
give  their  assistance  there,  and  to  go  once  in  each  month  to  Tralee  to  pass  their 
accounts.  This  I think  could  be  done  in  future,  inasmuch  as  the  whole  of  the 
ten  electoral  divisions  are  supplied  with  meal  in  Dingle,  and  therefore  need  not 
have  considerable  sums  of  money  at  their  disposal  as  heretofore.  Another 
subject  brought  under  consideration,  and  t;o  which  I beg  respectfully  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Commissioners,  was  the  importance  of  attaching  the  Castle- 
gregory  electoral  division,  in  the  event  of  the  division  of  the  Union,  to  Dingle, 
beiug  the  only  one  in  the  Western  direction  which  is  comparatively  wealthy, 
because,  as  I stated  in  my  report  of  the  30th  ultimo,  if  the  wealth  of  the  district 
is  reserved  for  Tralee,  where  there  is  comparatively  little  destitution,  the  pau- 
perism of  the  proposed  Union  of  Dingle  would  paralyze  and  swamp  the  entire 
property,  there  being  no  fewer  than  10,000  persons  receiving  out  and  in-door 
relief  (including  the  children  who  are  fed  by  the  British  Association),  which  are 
nearly  half  the  population  of  the  district. 

I have  examined  every  large  building  in  and  near  the  town,  and  have,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Guardians,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  approval  of  the  Com- 
missioners, hired  a large  house,  with  large  store,  offices,  &c.,  attached,  which, 
by  an  expenditure  of  about  150/.,  would  be  capable  of  accommodating  about 
300  paupers,  on  a lease  of  seven  years,  with  a clause  to  surrender  at  the  expira- 
tion of  two  years,  and  every  year  afterwards,  by  giving  six  months’  notice,  at  a 
rent  of  100/.  per  annum. 

1 have  also  (accompanied  by  three  of  the  Guardians)  examined  several  sites 
lor  the  proposed  workhouse,  and  they  approved  highly  of  the  one  I drew  your 
attention  to  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  as  being  in  every  respect  most 
eligible,  the  land  being  of  the  best  description,  which  could  be  had  for  about 
tvi  o guineas  the  plantation  acre,  the  situation  healthful,  with  a good  road  from 
the  town,  which  is  about  half  a mile  distant.  It  is  either  Lord  Cork’s,  or  what 
is  termed  the  Ventry  trust  property.  Of  the  particulars  as  to  title,  &c.,  I can 
make  myself  acquainted  when  the  Commissioners  have  decided  as  to  dividing 
the  Union,  and  of  which  I shall  be  glad  to  be  informed  as  soon  as  possible. 

I am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  other  subject  of  importance  to  which  I should 
now  draw  your  attention,  further  than  to  request  that  I may  be  favoured  soon 
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with  the  determination  of  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  several  matters  which  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  respectfully  to  press  upon  their  consideration. 

With  reference  to  the  7th  section  of  the  Poor  Law  Extension  Act,  if  the 
Commissioners  do  not  feel  authorized  to  accede  to  the  suggestions  I have  made 
respecting  the  non-enforcement  of  the  relieving  officers’  duties,  as  contained  in 
said  section,  then  I take  it  to  be  impossible  to  continue  things  as  they  are,  as  the 
absence  from  the  scene  of  their  labours  (sometimes  nearly  the  whole  of  three 
days  in  each  week),  is  attended  with  serious  loss  and  inconvenience  to  the 
Guardians,  rate-payers,  and  the  unfortunate  poor,  and  therefore  the  sooner  the 
division  of  the  Union  takes  place  the  better ; at  the  same  time  that  I would 
respectfully  urge  the  just  claim  of  the  expense  of  fitting  up,  furnishing,  &c.,  of 
temporary  houses  in  Dingle,  being  made  a charge  on  the  Union  at  large ; and 
as  by  law  the  paupers  of  Dingle  Union  now  at  Tralee  would  be  turned  out  upon 
places  being  prepared  here  for  their  reception,  the  house  and  store  alluded  to 
in  the  former  part  of  my  letter  would  not  afford  room  for  half  the  number 
having  a demand  upon  us,  which  would  oblige  us  to  hire  another  store  of  similar 
extent,  and  requiring  a like  sum  to  fit  it  up,  and  for  this  purpose,  I presume, 
wre  must  look  to  the  Treasury  or  British  Association  to  supply  funds;  and 
supposing  the  accommodation  required  was  available  to-morrow,  “ our  gain 
would  be  a loss,”  inasmuch  as  we  should  have  no  room  for  the  admission  of° me 
additional  pauper,  of  the  hundreds  who  are  objects  for  a workhouse  rather  than 
out-door  relief. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  7,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  question  has  already  been  very  fully  con- 
sidered and  decided  on  before  you  arrived  in  Dingle,  and  directions  have  been 
given  for  dividing  the  Union  and  constituting  a new  Union  by  the  name  of  the 
Dingle  Union.  It  is  intended  that  the  Dingle  Union  shall  include  Castlegregory 
division. 

In  regard  to  the  proposed  temporary  workhouse  at  Dingle,  the  Commissioners 
are  desirous  that  the  proposition  should  be  brought  before  the  Tralee  Board  of 
Guardians  for  their  consideration. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  right  that  the  Tralee  Guardians  should  advance 
the  funds  for  fitting  up  the  temporary  workhouse,  and  the  accounts  will  be 
adjusted  on  equitable  principles  when  the  Union  is  divided. 

Although  funds  will  be  advanced  by  the  Treasury  for  the  new  workhouse, 
which  is  to  be  erected  at  Dingle,  no  funds  are  to  be  expected  from  the  Treasury 
for  the  temporary  workhouse,  or  for  the  relief  of  the  destitution  in  Dingle ; and 
the  Commissioners  rely  upon  your  being  particularly  explicit  on  this  point,  in 
order  to  prevent  expectations  which  would,  undoubtedly,  be  unfavourable  to 
the  prompt  payment  of  poor-rates. 

The  two  main  points  to  which  your  attention  should  be  directed  at  the  present 
time  are 1st.  To  press  forward  the  vigorous  exaction  of  the  poor-rates  in  the 
Dingle  district ; and  2ndly.  To  take  care  that  relief  is  duly  administered  in 
that  district  in  accordance  with  the  Commissioners’  regulations,  to  the  really 
destitute,  while  at  the  same  time  imposition  and  favouritism  are  prevented  or 
exposed. 


Captain  Hot  ham  to  the  Commissioners  February  2,  1848. 


I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday. 

As  the  out-of-door  relief  has  been  in  operation  for  some  weeks,  and  as  it  is 
not  very  probable  that  any  serious  increase  to  our  numbers  will  take  place, T 
may  make  a few  remarks  upon  it. 

The  total  number  receiving  relief  out  of  the  house  in  the  Union  is  15,400,  or 
one-sixth  of  the  population. 


Tralee  district,  with  a population  of  23,583  gives  relief  to 


Castleisland  . „ 9,340 

Ballincuslane  „ 8,572 

Ballymacelligott  „ 5,994 

Castlemaine  „ 5,664 


2,225  or  one-tenth 
1,593  or  one-sixth 
955  or  one-ninth 
778  or  one-eighth 
690  or  one-ninth 
5 G 


Tralee  Union. 
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Kilgobbin,  with  a population  of 

Ballinacourty 

Dingle  >, 

Ventry  » 


10,609  gives  relief  to 
7,724 

12,983  „ 

7,194  „ 


1,185  or  one-ninth 
1,238  or  one-sixth 
5,166  or  one-half 
1,474  or  one-fifth. 


I believe  I may  say  that  I am  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  general  cir- 
cumstances of  each  electoral  division ; and  I am  also  aware  of  the  amount  of 
assistance  which  the  British  Association  are  giving  through  the  schools,  and, 
comparing  one  electoral  division  with  another,  I think  the  general  average 
which  runs  throughout,  shows  that  the  relief  has  been  fairly  administered  as  a 
whole,  although  individual  cases  of  abuse  must,  and  are  occurring. 

I have  so  often  reported  the  state  of  affairs  at  Dingle  to  the  Commissioners, 
that  I need  hardly  point  out  to  the  Commissioners  that  that  electoral  division 
feeds  nearly  one-half  of  its  population,  or  5166  persons  ; and  as  the  Association 
feeds  1200  also,  I may  say  every  other  person  living  there  receives  relief;  while 
in  the  adjoining  district  of  Ventry,  only  one-fourth  are  thus  sustained;  and  in 
Ballinacourty  only  one-fifth. 

This  at  once  indicates  abuse,  which  we  know  of,  but  cannot  control  at  Tralee. 
I am,  however,  in  hopes  that  the  division  of  the  Union,  and  the  presence  of  Sir 
Thomas  Ross  in  that  neighbourhood,  may  succeed  more  effectually  in  checking 
it  than  we  have  been  able. 

On  the  same  grounds  I am  inclined  to  think  that  the  relief  in  Castleisland  is 
greater  than  there  is  occasion  for ; at  least  its  adjoining  electoral  divisions  are 
satisfied  with  a smaller  proportion. 

With  a population  of  92,000  persons  thrown  suddenly  on  one  Board  of 
Guardians,  with  an  inefficient  staff  to  assist  them,  in  a season  of  severe  distress, 
and  in  a straggling  Union,  64  miles  in  length,  it  can  hardly  be  a matter  of  sur- 
prise that  a few  persons  may  have  died  of  starvation ; but  I am  happy  to  state 
that  all  the  reports  and  rumours  which  I have  heard  of,  do  not  in  the  aggregate 
amount  to  10. 

It  must,  however,  be  acknowledged  that  the  whole  of  the  peasantry  are  suf- 
fering from  the  severest  distress ; and  if  the  efforts  of  the  Guardians  have  been 
successful  in  preventing  actual  starvation  (at  least  with  a few  exceptions),  the 
period  of  human  life  must  be  considerably  shortened  by  the  debilitating  effects 
of  a long-continued  insufficient  diet. 

The  return  of  the  out-of-door  relief  which  I have  before  given,  seems  to  indi- 
cate that  the  pressure  which  has  heretofore  existed  in  towns,  more  particularly 
where  the  workhouses  were  built,  causing  a higher  amount  of  rate  than  in  the 
country  electoral  divisions,  will  now  pass  off,  and  the  more  general  distribution 
of  relief  will  produce  more  equalization  of  taxation. 

Referring  more  particularly  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  I may  state 
that  a conversation  arose  as  to  the  signing  of  the  consent  for  borrowing  money 
for  the  Dingle  workhouse,  which  ended  in  a resolution  which  appears  on  the 
minutes ; in  answer  to  which  the  Commissioneers  need  only  refer  them  to  their 
own  resolution  on  the  subject,  of  30th  November,  1847,  which  is  a complete 
answer. 

Thirteen  Guardians  have  signed  the  consent.  I think  a great  deal  of  the 
feeling  which  exists  against  it  arises  from  it  not  being  generally  understood 
how  such  loan  will  be  repaid.  The  Tralee  Guardians  will  not  involve  them- 
selves for  7000Z.  for  a workhouse  which  is  to  belong  to  a separate  Union.  The 
Dingle  Guardians  want  to  have  a pledge  as  to  the  boundaries  of  their  Union 
before  signing  it ; and  some  gentlemen  wish  to  save  their  money,  whatever  may 
be  the  result. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  whether  I should  succeed  in  getting  this  signed 
by  a majority ; and  if  the  Commissioners  have  resolved  to  divide  the  Union,  I 
recommend  them  not  to  wait  for  the  signing  of  this  consent,  but  to  divide  at 
once ; and  then  the  Dingle  Guardians  must  see  that  they  cannot  do  without  a 
workhouse,  and  I think  would  be  sure  to  sign  it ; and  if  they  do  not  they  could 
be  dissolved. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing February  5,  1848, 

In  regard  to  the  consent  of  the  Tralee  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  expen- 
diture for  providing  the  new  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
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do  not  wish  you  to  relax  in  your  efforts  to  get  the  consent  to  the  expenditure  in  Tralee  Union, 
building  an  additional  workhouse  signed  ; but  at  the  same  time  the  Commis-  — 
sioners  intend  to  proceed  in  the  division  of  the  Union,  without  reference  to  the 
question  of  whether  the  consent  is  signed  or  not ; and  you  will  observe  that, 
according  to  the  35th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  the  Commissioners 
have  full  power  to  provide  a workhouse  for  Dingle  Union,  when  formed,  with- 
out any  consent  from  the  Guardians. 

If  the  workhouse  had  been  commenced  before  the  division  of  the  Union,  the 
expenditure  would  come  under  the  36th  section,  and  in  that  case  could  not  have 
been  made  without  the  consent  of  the  Guardians  ; but  the  case  is  different  in 
regard  to  expenditure  prior  to  declaring  the  workhouse  fit  for  the  reception  of 
the  destitute  poor. 


Sir  Thomas  Ross  to  the  Commissioners: — February  5,  1848. 

T hat  the  Committee  of  Guardians  at  Dingle  has  discharged  its  duties 
in  a very  careless  and  slovenly  manner,  can  be  attested  by  the  manner  in  which 
the  business  has  been  allowed  to  fall  into  arrear  ; for,  although  I brought  them 
together  and  kept  them  at  work  almost  continuously  since  Monday,  there  is 
still,  I regret  to  say,  a great  deal  to  be  done,  chiefly  in  revising  the  lists,  scruti- 
nizing the  claims  of  fresh  applicants,  and  getting  the  books  of  the  relieving 
officers  into  something  like  order.  The  cause  of  this  state  of  things  was,  in 
the  first  instance,  the  non-attendance  of  the  Committee  on  the  proper  days,  by 
which,  instead  of  testing  the  applicants  in  person,  the  very  objectionable  prac- 
tice of  the  names  being  sent  in  on  slips  of  paper,  where  many  of  them  remained 
from  week  to  week  (some  dated  as  far  back  as  December),  until  my  arrival  here. 

In  the  revision  of  the  lists,  which  is  not  yet  finished,  several  hundred  were 
struck  off,  while  others,  whose  names  were  before  the  Committee  for  whole 
weeks,  were  added,  so  that  no  real  lessening  of  the  expense  has  been  effected. 
I have  intimated  to  the  Committee  that,  immediately  upon  the  arrears  of 
business  being  brought  up,  they  are  to  adopt  the  practice  of  the  Board,  which 
is  to  examine  each  case  separately  in  the  committee-room,  referring  them  in 
the  first  instance  to  the  relieving  officers,  who  will  submit  the  names  with  such 
information  as  he  may  be  able  to  collect  in  each  case.  In  conclusion,  I must 
do  some  of  the  Guardians  and  rate-payers  the  justice  to  say,  now  that  they  have 
the  assistance  and  encouragement  of  an  Inspector,  that  they  seem  inclined  to 
put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  to  do  their  work.  I had  an  interview 
with  the  agent  to  the  Ventry  trust  property  this  day,  who  gave  me  to  under- 
stand that  he  will  give  every  facility  towards  putting  us  in  possession  of  the  site 
referred  to  in  my  letter  of  the  3rd  instant ; and  I shall  be  glad  to  be  informed 
if  you  wish  me  to  mark  it  off  on  the  map  received  from  Captain  Hotham,  and 
transmit  to  Dublin. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  \-~February  9,  1848. 

In  regard  to  the  site  of  the  proposed  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that  the 
Commissioners  will  be  glad  to  receive  any  information  or  suggestions  from  vou 
on  the  subject,  which  they  will  refer  to  their  architect  for  his  report.  The 
Commissioners  presume  that  the  map  you  allude  to,  when  requesting  to  be 
informed  if  you  shall  mark  off  the  site  recommended  by  you,  and  then  transmit 
to  the  Commissioners,  is  the  sheet  of  the  Ordnance  Survey,  which  was  for- 
warded to  Captain  Hotham  with  a view  to  certain  inquiries  in  regard  to  the 
commons  at  Dingle.  If  such  is  the  case,  you  will  probably  require  the  map 
for  that  purpose. 


Sir  Thomas  Ross  to  the  Commissioners: — February  11,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo,  addressed  to  Captain 
Hotham,  at  Tralee,  and  accompanied  by  an  ordnance  sheet  (herewith  returned), 
and  directing  that  the  same  be  compared  with  the  unenclosed  portions  of 
“ Ballenaboulha  ’ and  “ Dingle  Commons,”  I beg  to  inform  you,  that  having 
made  minute  inquiries  of  some  of  the  oldest  and  most  intelligent  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Dingle,  who  having  heard  that  the  property  in  question  was  in  a short 
time  to  be  vested  in  the  Dingle  Guardians,  and  by  which  they  hope  the  burden 
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Tralee  Union,  of  taxation  will  be  lightened,  are  nothing  loth  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
enhance  and  add  thereto,  even  although  it  should  affect  their  relatives  and 
friends ; but  which  they  were  unwilling  to  do  at  the  inquiry  held  in  1833, 
referred  to  in  your  communication  above  alluded  to.  It  appears  from  those 
sources  that  “ Ballenaboulha  ” never  was  a distinct  commonage,  but  the  tenantry 
of  the  townland  so  designated,  and  lying  about  west  of  Dingle  Commons,  having 
enclosed  part  of  the  Dingle  Commons,  it  acquired  the  name  which  it  bears 
upon  the  map,  and  now  yields  a certain  rent  to  Lord  Ventry  ; so  that  not  only 
that  part  which  lies  to  the  west  and  north-west,  and  upon  which  I have  placed 
asterisks,  was  part  and  parcel  of  Dingle  Commons,  but  also  farms  called  Cul- 
Ienagh  and  Ballenahassig  lying  to  the  east,  and  part  of  Farrenflaherty  at  the 
base  of  the  mountain  to  the  south,  all  of  which  have  now  their  several  land- 
lords and  tenants. 

I understand  that,  with  the  exception  of  Killehelane,  the  greater  part  of 
these  lands  were  enclosed  upwards  of  30  years  ago,  and  part  of  the  latter  within 
the  last  five  years.  It  is  not  perhaps  necessary  farther  to  pursue  these  details, 
as  there  is  so  soon  a likelihood  of  its  becoming  more  immediately  the  duty  of 
the  Dingle  Board  of  Guardians  to  make  itself  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
them,  and  therefore  I will  only  observe  that  the  unenclosed  parts  of  Dingle 
and  Milltown  Commons  correspond  in  every  particular  with  those  laid  down 
> in  the  ordnance  sheet,  with  the  exception  of  five  or  six  acres  enclosed  about 

five  years  back,  and  added  to  Killehelan. 

I now  beg  respectfully  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  three  sites  I have 
marked  off  on  the  sheet  for  the  proposed  new  workhouse,  and  although  it 
should  properly  form  the  subject  of  another  letter,  I feel  that  I cannot  have  a 
more  fitting  opportunity  of  offering  a few  remarks  on  each  separately ; and 
first,  with  respect  to  the  site  on  the  Commons,  I will  be  brief  in  dismissing 
that,  by  stating  that  it  is  altogether  unsuited  as  a site  for  any  house ; as,  inde- 
pendently of  its  exposed  situation,  want  of  water,  &c.,  part  of  the  road  leading 
to  it  is  so  steep  (one  foot  in  four),  the  carriage  of  material  would  be  altogether 
impracticable.  The  second  site  marked,  and  situate  on  the  east  skirt  of 
Farrenflaherty,  presents  many  advantages ; and  but  for  the  distance  from  the 
Commons,  which  of  course  will  hereafter  be  made  available,  and  the  want  of 
water  for  generally  two,  and  sometimes  three  months  in  the  year,  would  render 
it  equally  eligible  with  the  third  site  marked  in  the  centre  of  a plot  of  ground 
on  the  west  skirt  of  Farrenflaherty,  and  containing  about  12  statute  acres, 
having  an  abundant  supply  of  good  water  nearly  all  the  year  round,  and  which 
I propose  should  be  conveyed  into  the  workhouse  yard  by  means  of'  a covered 
or  open  sewer.  I have  drawn  a line  through  the  sketch,  to  show  the  direction 
of  the  present  water-course,  which  discharges  itself  into  the  road,  and  supplies 
a great  portion  of  the  upper  part  of  the  main  street  of  the  town.  The  ground 
possesses  also  the  advantage  of  being  contiguous  to  some  of  the  best  part  of  the 
Commons,  which,  by  picking  off  the  surface  stones,  and  spade  labour,  might  be 
made  available  to  a considerable  extent.  It  is  part  of  the  Ventry  trust  property, 
and  the  agent  told  me  we  could  have  it  at  a very  moderate  rate,  something 
under  2 1.  the  plantation  acre  ; the  present  tenants  pay  51.,  one  of  whom,  who 
holds  the  centre  field,  being  willing  to  give  immediate  possession.  Slates  of  a 
very  good  description  can  be  had  from  Valencia.  Stones  and  sand  within  one 
mid  a half  miles,  but  no  lime  nearer  than  Tralee,  a distance  of  nearly  30 
English  miles.  I need  hardly  say,  therefore,  that  on  the  foregoing  grounds,  it 
is  the  most  eligible  within  a reasonable  distance  of  the  town. 

And  now,  with  respect  to  fitting  up  a temporary  workhouse  in  Dingle,  I 
have,  as  I have  already  reported,  hired  an  excellent  house  and  large  store 
attached,  at  100/.  per  annum  ; but  as  it  will  not  contain  more  than  300  paupers, 
it  follows  that  a second,  and  even  a third  must  be  hired.  The  others  that  are 
suited  in  other  respects  require  extensive  repairs,  and  as  the  Tralee  Board  are 
to  provide  the  funds,  I purpose  bringing  it  under  their  consideration  whether  it 
would  not  be  advisable  (if  the  law  would  permit  such  a course),  to  fit  up  only 
one  house  at  Dingle,  and  to  retain  part  of  the  paupers  at  Tralee ; the  expense 
for  rent,  proportion  of  staff,  &c.,  to  be  paid  by  the  Dingle  Board  until  the  new 
work  was  fit  for  their  reception.  If  such  an  arrangement  can  be  entered  into 
between  both  Boards  it  would  be  the  means*  of  saving  a considerable  sum  of 
money  in  fitting  up  houses  which  may  not  be  occupied  two  years.  I have  to 
apologise  for  having  trespassed  so  much  upon  your  valuable  time. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  19,  1848. 

As  regards  the  corporate  property  at  Dingle,  I am  to  state  that  this 
property  now  vested  on  trust  in  the  Guardians  of  Tralee  Union,  under  3 and  4 
Viet.,  c.  108,  will  devolve  to  the  Guardians  of  the  new  Union  when  appointed, 
and  have  to  be  considered  perhaps  in  any  adjustment  under  the  16th  section  of 
1 and  2 Viet.,  c.  56,  although  hitherto  allowed  to  be  unproductive  of  income. 
As,  however,  there  is  no  portion  of  it  available  for  a workhouse  site  owing  to 
the  formation  of  the  surface,  the  question  of  the  occupation  and  profitable  use 
of  the  land  may  be  deferred  until  the  new  Union  shall  have  been  declared.  It 
will  then  be  for  consideration  how  far  the  Board  of  Guardians  should  interfere 
with  the  enclosures  made  of  portions  of  the  Commons,  more  especially  the 
encroachment  made  within  the  last  five  years  referred  to  by  you,  the  property 
having  devolved  by  law  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  25th  October, 
1841. 

With  reference  to  the  site  for  the  new  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that  the 
architect  has  been  directed  to  inspect  the  sites  and  report  thereon,  until  after 
which  the  Commissioners  will  not  decide  on  the  site  to  be  taken. 

As  regards  your  suggestion  that  part  of  the  Dingle  paupers  be  received  for  a 
time  into  Tralee  workhouse,  a proportion  of  the  establishment  expenses  being 
paid  by  the  Dingle  Board,  I am  to  state  that  when  the  Union  is  divided  the 
paupers  of  Dingle  should  be  maintained  in  Dingle  Union.  It  is  contrary  to  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts  for  the  Guardians  of  one  Union  -workhouse  to  maintain 
their  paupers  in  the  workhouse  of  another  Union ; at  the  same  time  the  Tralee 
Guardians  might  maintain  the  paupers  adverted  to,  and  in  fact  they  would  be 
bound  to  relieve  them  if  found  destitute  in  Tralee  Union. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners: — February  11,  1848. 

So  many  changes  are  going  on  in  the  occupancy  of  the  lands  of  this 
Union,  that  I must  request  information  connected  therewith. 

1.  Whose  duty  is  it  to  report  a change  of  occupancy  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  in  order  that  the  right  occupier  may  be  entered  in  the  next  rate- 
book ? 

2.  In  cases  where  several  small  farms  are  now  held  by  one  holder,  and  vir- 
tually become  one  farm,  whose  duty  is  it  to  report  the  same  ? 

3.  If  these  several  farms  which  are  thus  practically  consolidated  in  one,  are 
held  under  separate  leases,  can  the  occupier  insist  that  they  are  entered  still  as 
separate  farms ; and  can  the  Board,  on  the  other  hand,  insist  that  they  are 
entered  as  one  farm  ? 

4.  When  several  small  farms  are  thus  consolidated,  and  arrears  are  due  from 
one  . or  more,  how  should  those  arrears  be  entered;  and  can  the  collector 
distrain  from  any  part  of  the  consolidated  farm  for  such  arrears,  or  must  he 
confine  himself  toward  such  part  of  the  farm  on  which  such  arrears  may  have 
been  due  ? 

5.  It  has  been  said  that  collectors  should  report  in  the  column  of  observa- 
tions changes  of  occupancy ; I cannot  find  it  so  in  their  instructions. 

6.  But  if  it  is  the  collector,  should  he  report  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  as 
to  the  revisor  ? and  should  not  the  revisor  certify  that  it  is  the  case  before  the 
next  rate-book  is  altered  ? 

7.  In  the  compendium  I do  not  find  instructions  for  the  revisor. 

I should  be  extremely  obliged  to  the  Commissioners  for  any  instructions 
which  they  may  give  me  on  this  subject.  The  whole  of  our  rate-books  are  in 
the  most  unsatisfactory  state,  and  very  often  the  person  named  as  occupier  has 
gone  to  America,  and  perpetually,  appeals  of  this  kind  are  coming  before  me. 
I feel  it,  too,  most  important  that  the  Union  should  have  the  advantage  of  my 
being  here  in  putting  this  most  complicated  business  on  a proper  footing. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing February  26,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  two  first  inquiries  as  to  whose  duty  it  is  to 
report  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  a change  in  the  occupancy  of  farms,  or  the 
consolidation  of  several  farms  into  one,  in  order  that  the  change  may  be 


Tralee  Union. 
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entered  in  the  next  rate-book ; the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that  the 
collectors  should  record  such  facts  in  the  column  for  observations  in  their 
collecting  books. 

In  reply  to  your  third  inquiry,  as  to  the  collection  of  arrears  on  farms 
which  have  thus  been  consolidated,  I am  to  state,  that  being  held  under  leases, 
they  ought  to  be  separately  rated,  and  the  distress  should  be  made  on  the  pre- 
mises for  which  the  rate  is  due. 

The  revisor’s  duty  may  be  stated  in  general  terms,  as  that  of  correcting  all 
errors  in  the  existing  valuation  and  particulars  connected  therewith,  which  may 
be  brought  under  his  notice. 


Sir  Thomas  Ross  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  13,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act, 
I beg  respectfully  to  state  that  several  cases  of  persons  seeking  to  be  admitted 
on  the  relief  lists  appeared  before  the  Committee  of  Guardians,  who  are  still 
in  the  possession  of  small  portions  of  land,  but  who  to  quality  themselves  for 
relief  made  a voluntary  surrender  of  their  holdings,  which  however  would  not 
be  accepted  by  the  landlords,  on  the  plea  that  the  entire  farm  (parts  of  which 
were  the  portions  so  offered  to  be  surrendered)  must  be  given  up.  I mention 
this  as  the  cases  of  most  frequent  occurrence,  but  there  are  others.  Our 
practice  has  been  where  clear  proof  of  the  offer  of  surrender  has  been  adduced, 
and  admitted  by  the  landlord  or  agent,  and  that  the  applicant  has  no  means  of 
support,  to  consider  him  entitled  to  relief. 

In  the  absence  of  employment,  private  or  public,  thousands  of  acres  lying 
waste,  and  the  truly  wretched  and  miserable  state  of  the  entire  district,  the 
alternatives  are  relief  or  starvation ; the  former  in  similar  cases  will  be  admi- 
nistered until  I receive  instructions  to  the  contrary,  although  perhaps  not  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  law. 

Having  reported  my  proceedings  in  my  letter  of  the  1 1th  instant,  I have 
nothing  to  add  thereto,  except  that  I sat  from  noon  to  midnight  on  Friday 
revising  lists,  &c.,  and  that  I was  engaged  corresponding  with  landlords  and 
agents  on  Saturday,  requesting  their  co-operation  in  purging  our  relief  lists. 

Without  a map  of  the  Union  I am  like  a ship  without  a chart,  and  shall  feel 
obliged  by  one  being  sent,  as  also  weekly  returns. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  19,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  13th  instant,  relative  to  the  administration  of  relief  in  the  Dingle 
district  of  Tralee  Union,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  information  contained  therein. 

With  reference  to  the  cases  of  persons  who  to  qualify  themselves  for  relief, 
made  a voluntary  surrender  of  their  holdings  which  would  not  be  accepted  from 
them  by  their  landlords,  I am  to  enclose  for  your  information  a copy  of  a letter 
which  has  been  written  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  on  the  subject  in  another  Union. 

With  reference  to  your  remarks  respecting  the  map  of  the  Union,  I am  to 
state  that  a map  of  the  Union,  with  the  boundaries  of  the  electoral  divisions 
marked  on  it,  will  be  forwarded  to  you  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  as 
requested. 

Enclosure. 


Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

°IRj  February  5,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  ult.,  relative  to  the  refusal  of  relief  to  a widow 
who  had  offered  to  surrender  all  her  land  to  the  landlord  but  who  refused  to  accept  it,  unless 
she  also  surrendered  her  house  on  the  same  land,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to 
state  that  the  mere  refusal  of  a landlord  to  accept  a surrender  of  land  does  not  disqualify  a 
person  who  has  ceased  to  occupy  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  from  receiving  relief. 

By  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  it  is  merely  the  occupation  or 
non-occupation  of  a quarter  of  ah  acre  of  land  which  is  made  a criterion  of  destitution,  provided 
that  an  applicant  for  relief  may  otherwise  be  deemed  entitled  to  it. 

Hence  the  Guardians,  as  far  as  that  clause  is  concerned,  are  warranted  in  relieving  anybody 
who  is  not.  in  such  occupation  ; and  they  are  not  bound  to  investigate  title  at  all,  or  to  ascertain 
whether  the  tenant  s interest  has  been  legally  determined  by  surrender  or  otherwise. 

By  order  of  tho  Commissioners, 

William  Foley,  Esq.,  M.D.,  A.  Moore,  for  Secretary. 

Kilrusk. 
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Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  24,  1848. 

I was  prevented  from  the  pressure  of  business  from  making  my  report 
as  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  22nd  instant,  on  the 
usual  day ; and,  indeed,  the  subjects  which  were  discussed  have  in  a great 
measure  been  laid  in  anticipation,  before  you. 

The  Board  struck  rates  on  the  several  electoral  divisions  in  proportion  to 
their  probable  necessities,  calculated  to  October  1st,  1848. 

A good  deal  of  discussion  arose  as  to  the  advisability  of  striking  such  heavy 
rates  as  the  electoral  divisions  of  D unquin,  Ventry,  Kilquane,  and  Dingle 
required ; but  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  law  left  us  no  alternative  : and 
although  in  a former  communication  you  informed  me  that  it  was  probable 
that  you  would  be  able  to  advance  money  for  those  divisions,  yet  as  all 
advances  must  be  repaid,  it  still  was  necessary  to  strike  rates  for  the  full 
amount. 

I,  however,  informed  the  Board  that  I was  in  communication  with  you  on 
the  subject,  and  reminded  them  that  the  striking  of  a rate  was  not  legally 
concluded  until  the  rate-books  were  signed  by  the  chairman  ; and  that,  should 
Her  Majesty’s  Government  be  enabled  to  assist  such  divisions,  it  would  be  still 
in  their  power  to  reverse  their  decision,  and  actually  strike  the  rates  for  the 
then  required  amount. 

Meantime,  allow  me  to  impress  upon  you,  that  it  is  most  expedient  that  we 
should  receive  an  early  answer  as  to  what  you  may  be  enabled  to  do.  Uncer- 
tainty paralyses  all  commercial  transactions,  and  I am  quite  aware  that  con- 
siderable portions  of  the  lands  of  these  electoral  divisions  remain  without 
occupiers,  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  amount  of  rate  which  may  be 
required  from  them. 

From  the  amount  of  the  rates  thus  resolved  upon,  you  will  be  enabled  to 
form  a very  good  idea  as  to  the  real  amount  of  poverty  in  each  electoral 
division.  I am  of  opinion  that  the  rates  on  the  Dingle  and  Kilquane  electoral 
divisions  have  been  aggravated  by  mismanagement  of  the  relief ; but  allowing 
for  that,  and  making  allowances  for  the  balances  in  favour  or  against  each 
electoral  division  on  the  last  audit  of  accounts,  I believe  that  the  amounts 
struck  fairly  represent  the  actual  destitution. 

In  reply  to  a resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  some  weeks  back,  request- 
ing you  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  electoral  divisions,  you  stated,  amongst  other 
reasons  which  determined  you  not  to  yield  to  their  request,  that  the  amount  of 
taxation  was  already  very  uneven,  and  that  decreasing  the  area  of  taxation 
might  possibly  have  a tendency  to  increase  that  unevenness.  The  rates  struck 
seem,  however,  to  indicate  that  such  will  not  probably  be  the  case.  The 
western  divisions  are  heavily  rated,  arising,  as  I have  before  mentioned,  from 
the  population  having  formerly  depended  upon  potatoes.  The  eastern  divisions 
are  lightly  rated,  in  consequence  of  their  country  being  unfitted  for  potato 
culture,  but  a rich  grazing  district.  The  town  of  Tralee  does  not  now  appear 
to  have  more  paupers  in  proportion  to  its  wealth  than  the  country  divisions ; 
and,  weighing  all  these  circumstances  one  with  the  other,  I am  of  opinion  that 
it  is  most  desirable  that  the  memorial  of  the  Board  should  be  assented  to,  and 
that  the  largest  electoral  divisions  in  this  Union  should  be  divided  into  two  or 
three  districts  of  taxation. 

Your  circular  has  arrived.  Under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  Union, 

I do  not  think  it  expedient  to  recommend  that  cooked  food  should  be  issued  in 
the  eastern  districts.  I am  in  hopes  that  every  person  who  can  possibly  work 
will  be  turned  off  our  relief  lists  early  next  month ; but  I was  mentioning  to 
Sir  Thomas  Ross,  who  came  to  Tralee  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Board, 
that  I earnestly  wished  that  it  should  be  carried  out  to  the  fullest  extent  in  the 
western  divisions. 

At  the  same  time,  all  these  divisions  are  in  debt  to  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
The  Board  know  that  the  Union  will  be  divided,  and  they  will  not  grant  one 
farthing  more  money  to  those  divisions  than  they  are  compelled  by  law.  The 
law  does  not  compel  cooked  food,  and  I shall  not  be  able  to  persuade  the  Board 
to  grant  money  to  fit  up  the  proposed  soup  kitchens. 

The  Dingle  Union  must  eventually  come  to  the  British  Association  for 
assistance,  and  I earnestly  hope  that  100/.  may  now  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  Sir  Thomas  Ross  to  commence  fitting  up  the  necessary  apparatus,  and  then 
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I am  satisfied  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  issuing  cooked  food,  which 
I look  upon  as  the  only  safeguard  for  those  electoral  divisions. 

Feh'uary  24,  1848,  p.m. 

P.S., — The  post  has  just  arrived  and  brought  the  order  for  dividing  the 
Union.  The  order  is  so  worded  that  it  may  be  carried  into  effect  imme- 
diately. 

The  Tralee  Board  of  Guardians  are  not  therefore  bound  to  find  any  funds  to 
relieve  destitution  outside  of  their  present  Union. 

The  Dingle  Union  is  heavily  in  debt  to  the  Tralee  Union,  and  I do  not  think 
that  the  Tralee  Board  will  find  any  more  funds  for  their  out-of-door  relief. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Dingle  Board  is  not  formed  ; and  the  poor,  between 
being  discarded  by  the  Tralee  Union  and  receiving  no  relief  in  their  own 
Union,  must  starve. 

Allow  me  to  suggest,  that  the  imperative  necessity  has  arisen  for  the  inter- 
vention of  the  British  Association.  The  whole  out-of-door  relief  for  the 
Dingle  Union  must,  for  a while,  be  carried  on  by  Sir  Thomas  Ross ; and 
I would  suggest  that  500/.  be  immediately  placed  in  his  hands  to  enable  him 
to  meet  the  exigency,  and  that  the  out-of-door  relief  should  be  taken  up  in 
that  Union  by  him. 

Allow  me  to  urge  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  reply. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  1,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  applied  to  Count  Strzelecki  to  advance  out  of 
the  fund  at  his  disposal  the  sum  of  1000/.  for  the  support  of  the  poor  of  Dingle 
Union. 

With  reference  to  your  recommendation,  that  the  memorial  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  electoral  divisions  should  be  assented  to, 
I am  to  state  that  the  question  involved  in  the  memorial  is  one  of  general 
policy  in  reference  to  all  the  Unions  in  Ireland,  and  is  not  one  on  which  the 
Commissioners  can  act  solely  with  reference  to  the  Tralee  Union.  It  appears 
to  the  Commissioners  certain  that  any  material  reduction  in  the  extent  of  the 
areas  of  taxation  must  generally  increase  the  inequalities  of  rating  in  such 
areas ; and,  accordingly,  the  Commissioners  do  not  intend  at  present  to  alter 
the  boundaries  of  electoral  divisions  in  the  Irish  Unions. 

In  the  report  of  Sir  Thomas  Ross,  above  adverted  to,  he  mentions,  as  one  of 
the  greatest  difficulties  likely  to  be  experienced  before  the  arrangements  of  the 
new  Union  are  matured,  the  circumstance  that  the  Visiting  Committee  of 
Tralee  workhouse  have  been  directed  to  give  every  encouragement  to  the 
paupers  to  quit  it,  and  this  after  the  able-bodied  shall  be  turned  out ; and  he 
requests  the  Commissioners  to  direct  the  Tralee  Board  of  Guardians  to  retain 
the  infirm  paupers  until  a place  is  prepared  for  their  reception.  In  reference 
to  this  statement,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  inform  you  that  the  Dingle 
inmates  should,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  remain  in  the  Tralee 
workhouse  until  premises  have  been  provided  at  Dingle  to  receive  them ; and 
if  the  Guardians  take  any  premature  step  to  discharge  destitute  persons  from 
their  workhouse,  they  will  be  answerable  for  any  evil  consequences  that  may 
ensue. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  4,  i848. 

I have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  circular,  bearing  date  2nd 
March,  1 848,  in  which  you  have  stated  that  you  deem  it  desirable  to  determine 
or  to  suspend,  on  the  18th  of  March  instant,  all  orders  under  the  2nd  section 
of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  authorizing  outdoor  relief  to  able- 
bodied  men ; and  in  which  you  require  to  know  whether  in  my  opinion  there 
would  be  any  decided  objection  to  this  course  in  the  Union  of  which  I am 
Inspector. 

In  reply  to  which  I beg  to  inform  you  that  I consider  such  a course 
extremely  desirable,  as  I trust  that  the  separation  of  Dingle  Union  from  this 
Union  will  give  us  sufficient  workhouse  accommodation  for  all  able-bodied  who 
may  really  require  it. 
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Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners: — March  8,  1848. 

The  separation  of  the  Dingle  Union  from  the  Tralee  Union,  and  the 
ability  of  the  Guardians  in  both  Unions  to  grant  out-of-door  relief  to  all  classes 
for  a limited  period,  enabled  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Tralee  Union  to 
offer  all  the  inmates  of  their  house,  who  came  from  the  electoral  divisions  of 
the  Dingle  Union,  out-of-door  relief  for  a limited  period,  to  assist  them  in 
returning  to  their  homes.  The  Dingle  Board  of  Guardians  being  bound  to 
support  them  on  their  return  to  that  Union,  300  paupers  have  taken  advantage 
of  this  offer,  and  about  200  are  yet  desirous  of  doing  so. 

The  Tralee  Board  of  Guardians  carried  out  this  measure  in  the  most  con- 
siderate manner.  No  one  was  compelled  to  leave  the  workhouse ; some  parties 
who  seemed  very  infirm  were  dissuaded  from  going ; orphans  were  not  allowed 
to  go,  unless  under  charge  of  some  competent  person ; and  paupers  destitute  of 
clothing  were  clothed — the  British  Association  having  given  the  Board  the 
means. 

At  the  present  moment,  200  vacancies  remain  unfilled ; but  until  out-of-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied  has  ceased  some  time,  it  will  be  out  of  my  power  to 
ascertain  whether  our  workhouse  accommodation  is  even  yet  sufficient. 

In  the  mean  time,  so  far  as  this  Union  is  concerned,  I must  report  most 
favourably  on  the  effects  of  the  recent  division. 

Instead  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  feeling  that,  with  their  utmost  exertion, 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  carry  out  an  efficient  system  of  relief,  they  must 
now  feel  that  it  is  perfectly  practicable.  The  increase  of  workhouse  accom- 
modation which  they  have  obtained  will,  I trust,  except  in  seasons  of  severe 
distress,  be  sufficient,  with  the  assistance  of  the  hired  buildings,  for  the  wants 
of  the  able-bodied.  And  to  give  the  Commissioners  a more  practical  idea  of 
the  advantages  they  have  derived,  I may  mention  that  our  Board-room  is  now 
not  only  capable  of  holding  the  Guardians  (which  it  never  was  before),  but 
also  the  relieving  officers  ; so  that  on  Mondays,  when  applications  for  relief  are 
received,  the  Board  can  have  the  advantage  of  their  assistance  in  each  indi- 
vidual case. 

It  will  remain  a subject  of  future  consideration,  whether  this  Union  should 
not  even  yet  be  remodelled.  Immediately  north  and  south  from  the  workhouse 
it  extends  but  3h  miles ; east,  18  miles ; and  the  width  of  the  furthest  extremity 
is  double  that  of  the  centre. 

I have  often  reported  that  Committees  sitting  under  the  sixth  section  do  not 
work  well;  and  the  hardship,  if  not  cruelty,  of  compelling  paupers  to  go 
18  miles  to  the  workhouse  is  too  apparent;  but  this  is  a subject  of  future  con- 
sideration. 

Having  thus  by  the  division  of  the  Union  got  over  our  most  serious  difficulty, 
my  attention  will  be  turned  more  to  the  internal  affairs  of  the  workhouse  than 
before. 

Nothing  can  be  more  lax  than  the  whole  interior  discipline  of  the  workhouse. 
This  has  arisen  from  the  master  being  incompetent,  and  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners have  lately  dismissed  him.  As  soon  as  his  successor  is  appointed  the 
subject  will  come  under  my  most  anxious  consideration. 

The  financial  state  of  the  Union  with  respect  to  the  rates  and  the  collection 
thereof,  is  in  a very  bad  and  confused  state : a special  report  on  this  subject  will 
be  forwarded  by  me  in  a few  days ; but  I trust  before  summer  has  advanced  to 
place  this  Union  in  a sound  state  in  both  the  clerk’s  and  the  master’s  depart- 
ments. 

I am  the  more  anxious  to  do  this  in  order  to  show  the  Guardians  that  this 
Poor  Law  is  not  so  formidable  after  all,  but  that  with  energy  and  honesty  it 
may  be  carried  out  at  a moderate  expense  to  the  rate-payer  and  a vast  advan- 
tage to  the  poor. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners: — March  15,  1848. 

The  separation  of  the  Dingle  Union  from  the  Tralee  Union,  and  the 
number  of  paupers  which  left  the  Tralee  workhouse  in  consequence,  placed 
300  vacancies  at  my  disposal  in  the  workhouse ; and  I therefore  determined  to 
see  how  far  the  immediate  application  of  that  test  to  the  parties  at  present 
receiving  out-of-door  relief  would  in  any  degree  check  the  demand  which  kept 
increasing  constantly  upon  us. 


Tralee  and  Dingle 
Unions. 


Tralee  Union, 
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During  therefore  the  preceding  week,  all  applicants  for  relief,  except  those 
mentioned  in  section  1 of  the  Act,  were  offered  the  workhouse ; and  as  it  so 
happened,  that  the  period  for  which  2000  persons  were  granted  out-of-door  relief 
had  expired,  the  test  was  offered  to  them  as  well. 

I am  sorry  to  say,  however,  that  the  workhouse  filled  immediately,  showing 
how  great  the  destitution  is;  and  returning  therefore  late  from  the  Board 
last  night,  I wrote  to  you,  requesting  a continuance  of  the  partial  order,  under 
section  2. 

With  the  number  of  persons  whom  we  can  discharge  from  the  workhouse 
under  that  order,  I hope  still  to  find  vacancies  for  the  able-bodied ; but  in  the 
event  of  our  failing  to  do  so,  I beg  to  request  to  know  from  you  whether  there 
would  be  any  objection  to  grant  a further  renewal  or  enlargement  of  the  order 
under  section  2,  namely,  to  deserted  wives  and  their  families,  ividows  without 
families,  and  unmanned  women,  by  which  means  1 should  be  enabled  to  clear 
the  house  generally  of  single  women,  and  offer  it  entirely  and  exclusively  to 
able-bodied  men  and  their  families? 

The  reports  which  daily  reach  me  of  the  disinclination  of  the  labourers  to 
work,  show  the  necessity  for  making  the  discipline  attending  the  relief  as  strict 
as  possible ; and  although  I feel  that  nothing  will  justify  me  in  allowing  any 
labourer  to  starve,  still  I am  equally  sure  that  the  safety  of  the  country  rests 
mainly  now  in  making  the  workhouse  available  by  every  means  for  able-bodied 
men. 

The  resolutions  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  will  show  generally  what  occured 
on  this  Board-day ; and  with  respect  to  the  demand  that  a 3s.  rate  should  be 
struck  for  electoral  divisions  whose  wants  did  not  require  so  large  a sum,  in 
order  to  provide  for  the  repayment  of  the  advances  under  the  Temporary 
Belief  Act,  it  appeared  to  me  that  there  was  a considerable  disinclination  to 
comply  with  it. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  18,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  of  the  15th  instant,  in  which  you 
inquire  whether  there  would  be  any  objection  to  grant  a further  renewal  or 
enlargement  of  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  in  Tralee  Union  to  certain 
classes  of  paupers,  not  comprised  within  the  first  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Ex- 
tension Act,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  they  would  not 
object  to  issue  such  an  order  as  you  mention,  if  you  were  of  opinion  that  it 
would  otherwise  be  necessary  to  issue  an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to 
able-bodied  men. 


Further  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  Captain  Hotham: — March  24,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  report  of  the 
15th  instant,  in  which  you  state  with  respect  to  the  demand,  that  a 3a-.  rate 
would  be  struck  for  electoral  divisions  of  the  Tralee  Union  whose  wants  did  not 
require  so  large  a sum,  in  order  to  provide  lor  the  repayment  of  the  advances 
under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  it  appeared  to  you  that  there  was  a consider- 
able disinclination  to  comply  with  it. 

With  reference  to  this  observation  the  Commissioners  desire  to  acquaint  you, 
that  the  Guardians  would  not  be  required  to  strike  a rate  of  3a.  in  the  pound 
in  any  electoral  division  wherein  both  the  ordinary  expenditure  and  the  repay- 
ment of  advances  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act  could  be  provided  for  by  a 
less  rate. 

By  the  enclosed  circular  it  will  be  seen,  that  such  a rate  would  only  be 
required  where  the  sum  requisite  for  both  the  ordinary  expenditure  and  the 
repayment  of  advances  would  equal  or  exceed  that  amount. 

As  regards  the  balances  due  by  the  electoral  divisions  of  the  Dingle  Union, 
the  Tralee  Guardians  will  hold  the  Guardians  of  Dingle  Union  indebted  to 
them  to  the  amount  thereof ; but  as  funds  will  be  required  for  the  prospective 
wants  of  Tralee  Union,  irrespective  of  the  balances  which  are  due  by  the  Dingle 
divisions,  the  Guardians  of  the  Tralee  Union  should  provide  rates  accordingly ; 
and  in  the  making  of  such  rates,  the  principle  observed  as  regards  the  payment 
of  advances  in  other  Unions,  will  hold  good  in  the  Tralee  Union. 
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Enci.os.urf. 

Poor  Laic  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

gJR)  March  9,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland, 
desire  to  obtain  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expenditure  of  each  electoral  division  of  the  Union, 
down  to  the  close  of  September  next,  and  they  request  that  you  will  prepare  with  all  possible 
despatch  the  required  estimate  in  the  accompanying  form. 

In  making  the  estimate  of  the  number  of  paupers  who  will  require  to  be  relieved  up  to  the 
close  of  September,  you  will  have  regard  to  the  average  number  of  persons  who  will  probably 
be  in  the  workhouse  and  on  the  relief  lists  up  to  that  time,  taking  into  consideration  the  circum- 
stances and  prospects  of  each  division,  and  availing  yourself  of  the  local  knowledge  of  the 
Guardians  more  immediately  acquainted  with  the  several  divisions. 

Wherever  the  present  rates  maybe  found  inadequate  to  cover  the  probable  expenditure  down 
to  the  close  of  September  next,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Guardians  to  take  timely  steps  to 
have  new  rates  prepared,  in  order  to  prevent  the  embarrassments  which  would  result  from  the 
want  of  sufficient  rates  being  in  collection. 

With  reference  to  the  amount  of  new  rate  which  may  be  required  for  ordinary  expenditure 
in  electoral  divisions,  from  which  a debt  is  due  to  Government  on  account  of  advances  under 
the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  the  Commissioners  take  occasion  to  observe,  that  if  the  amount 
required  for  ordinary  expenditure  equals,  or  exceeds  2.9.  lid.  in  the  pound,  no  addition  will  at 
present  be  required  for  repayment  of  the  advances ; but,  if  the  amount  required  for  ordinary 
expenditure  is  less  than  '2s.  11c?.  in  the  pound,  then  repayment  of  the  advances  should  be  pro- 
vided for,  to  the  extent  which  a rate  not  exceeding  2s.  1 Id.  in  the  pound  would  admit  of,  it 
not  being  required  that  the  rate  for  both  purposes  should  exceed  this  amount. 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 

To  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

The  Clerk  of  each  Union. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners: — March  18,  1848. 

In  my  report  of  the  15th  instant,  I mentioned  how  immediately  on  the 
partial  cessation  of  out-door  relief  to  all  classes  not  included  in  section  1,  the 
workhouses  became  filled,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  that  an  order  be 
issued  under  section  2,  enabling  the  Guardians  to  grant  out-of-door  relief  to 
widows  with  one  child,  orphans,  and  able-bodied  men  having  severe  sickness  in 
their  families. 

I have  since  given  my  daily  attention  to  the  subject,  and  I am  of  opinion,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  giving  out-of-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  men, 
further  steps  must  be  adopted  5 and  I would  suggest  that  an  order  be  issued 
enabling  the  Guardians  to  grant  out-of-door  relief  to  all  distressed  persons  except 
able-bodied  men  and  their  families. 

Such  an  order  would  include  many  classes  not  included  iu  the  order  before 
applied  for,  viz. : — 

1.  Deserted  wives  and  their  families. 

2.  Widows  with  no  children,  or  single  women. 

3.  Deserted  children  or  foundlings. 

4.  Children  whose  parents  are  in  gaol. 

Serious  objections  to  every  one  of  these  classes  may  be  urged,  more  especially 
to  the  first;  but  allowing  that,  it  appears  to  me  preferable  to  granting  out-ol- 
door  relief  to  able-bodied  men. 

There  is  another  point  to  which  I would  call  your  attention.  The  popula- 
tion of  this  Union  may  be  estimated  at  56,000,  and  that  of  the  Tralee  electoral 
division  at  23,000,  and  we  find  one-half  of  our  paupers  come  from  Tralee. 

If  an  order  were  issued  allowing  the  Board  to  grant  out-of-door  allowances 
to  the  families  of  such  able-bodied  persons  who  chose  to  enter  the  workhouse, 
we  could  immediately  make  800  vacancies  in  the  house ; and  if  such  order 
were  restricted  to  applicants  whose  residence  was  within  three  miles  of  the 
workhouse,  it  would  enable  husband  and  wife  and  the  families  to  meet  as 
often  as  they  do  now. 

To  the  well-behaved  pauper  reduced  to  distress  by  the  circumstances  01  the 
times,  such  an  order  would  be  a real  blessing,  as  it  would  save  his  wife  and 
family  from  the  degradation  of  associating  in  the  workhouse  with  females  of 
the  worst  character  ; and  by  the  great  number  of  vacancies  it  would  place  at 
our  disposal,  would  effectually  prevent  any  further  necessity  for  out-of-door  relief 
to  the  able-bodied  themselves. 

I cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon  the  Commissioners  that  reports  prevail 
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and  increase  in  prevalence,  that  able-bodied  men  are  reluctant  to  work  at  fair 
wages ; whether  they  be  true  or  not,  they  show  that  it  is  full  time  a check 
should  be  put  to  their  receiving  out-of-door  relief;  and  on  every  ground  of 
political  economy  and  humanity,  it  is  desirable  that  no  more  labourers  should 
offer  themselves  for  hire  than  can  be  absorbed  at  reasonable  and  fair  wages. 

Receiving  the  surplus  into  the  workhouse  appears  to  me  to  be  the  only  mode 
to  bring  this  about,  and  by  no  method  can  we  obtain  so  many  vacancies  as  by 
adopting  the  plans  which  I have  now  recommended. 

The  granting  out-of-door  relief  to  “able-bodied  persons  having  severe 
sickness  in  their  families,”  has  led  to  such  abuses,  that  perhaps  it  would  be  as 
well  to  exclude  them  from  the  order.  But  the  remainder  of  my  letter  remains 
good.  We  want  to  have  the  fullest  power  to  grant  out-of-door  relief  to  all  desti- 
tute classes,  except  able-bodied  and  their  families,  for  one  month,  in  order  to  be 
enabled  to  apply  the  workhouse  test  to  the  able-bodied ; and  in  the  event  of 
that  proving  insufficient,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  urge  that  power  may  be  granted 
us  to  give  relief,  out  of  the  house,  to  the  families  of  such  able-bodied  persons 
as  reside  within  three  miles  of  the  workhouse,  for  such  time  as  the  head  of  the 
family  may  remain  within. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  ‘.-—March  21,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  18th  instant,  reporting  on  the  necessity  of  renewing  the  order  for 
out-door  relief  to  certain  classes  of  paupers  in  the  Tralee  Union ; and  I am  to 
inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the  preparation 
of  an  order  authorizing  out-door  relief,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Relief 
Extension  Act,  to  all  classes  of  destitute  persons,  except  able-bodied  men  and 
their  families. 

The  Commissioners  will  give  their  consideration  to  your  further  suggestion, 
as  to  the  relief  of  families  of  able-bodied  men  out  of  the  workhouse,  the  head 
of  the  family  being  an  inmate  of  it. 


Captain  Hotham  to  the  Commissioners: — March  23,  1848. 

I had  not  sufficient  time  after  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardins  on 
the  20th  instant,  to  give  you  an  account  of  our  proceedings  during  the  past  week, 
in  the  letter  which  I forwarded  to  you  on  that  date. 

I have  already  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  15th,  that  the  Board  had  deter- 
mined to  reduce  the  list  of  persons  receiving  out-of-door  relief,  in  consequence  of 
some  vacancies  being  at  their  disposal  in  the  workhouse,  by  reason  of  the  Dingle 
paupers  returning  to  their  proper  Union;  this  reduction  has  still  been  continued, 
and  we  have  now  only  8804  persons  receiving  out-of-door,  in  place  of  10,426.  I 
regret  to  state,  however,  that  the  increased  pressure  on  the  workhouse  was 
shown  immediately ; on  the  13th  instant  about  350  were  admitted,  on  the  20th 
about  250 ; the  crowd  on  thatday  Was  so  great  that,  fearful  of  a disturbance,  the 
chairman  requested  the  presence  of  the  military,  and  vast  numbers  went  away 
without  receiving  relief,  or  without  their  cases  being  even  heard. 

These  numbers  must  not  in  any  degree  be  taken  as  a criterion  of  the  destitu- 
tion prevailing.  I think  the  general  health  and  appearance  of  the  population 
a far  better  test ; and  I am  happy  to  state,  that  disease  does  not  prevail  either  in 
or  out  of  the  workhouse  to  any  serious  extent ; and  that  even  amongst  parties 
anxious  to  receive  admission  into  the  workhouse,  although  we  may  meet  some 
very  distressing  cases  occasionally,  yet  the  majority  do  not  appear,  as  far  as  their 
health  is  concerned,  in  a worse  condition  than  distressed  persons  of  any  other 
country. 

The  order  authorizing  relief  under  the  2nd  section  having  expired  to-day,  I 
was  compelled  to  explain  to  the  relieving  officers  the  necessity  of  confining 
themselves  to  parties  specified  under  the  1st  section;  at  the  same  time,  I am 
anxiously  expecting  the  order  before  requested. 

It  is  quite  out  of  my  power  to  state  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  renew  the 
order  for  out-of-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  ; our  workhouse  accommodation  is 
now  for  2000,  our  population  56,000 ; but  as  you  imagine,  the  inmates  of  the 
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house  consist  generally  of  women  and  children,  and  I am  sorry  to  state  that  the 
crime  of  refusing  to  maintain,  or  deserting  wives  and  families  is  on  the  increase ; 
and  the  prison  being  full,  we  have  no  efficient  redress. 

Passing  on  from  the  subject  of  out-of-door  relief,  I come  to  the  general 
administration  of  the  law,  and  in  all  respects  I may  report  a marked  improve- 
ment. 

The  great  reduction  of  Guardians,  in  consequence  of  the  division  of  the  Union, 
has  made  the  Board  much  more  capable  and  efficient  than  it  was  before. 

That  the  rules  of  a workhouse  in  our  condition,  receiving  350  paupers  in 
one  day,  and  250  in  another,  can  be  kept  up  as  well  as  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances. would  be  unreasonable  in  me  to  expect;  but  the  Guardians 
have  appointed  a new  master,  who,  although  young,  seems  very  desirous  of 
doing  his  duty,  and  the  general  improvement  of  the  workhouse  is  progressing 
under  him. 

The  relieving  officers  are  generally  much  improved  in  the  knowledge  of  their 
duties,  and  the  Guardians  are  enabled  to  place  increased  confidence  in  their 
reports. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday,  as  recorded  in  the  minutes,  will  show  you  that 
an  alteration  was  made  in  the  amount  of  rates  struck  on  each  division. 

The  Board  at  the  meeting  of  the  14th,  remonstrated  against  the  imposition  of 
so  large  a tax ; and  they  yesterday  inquired  of  me  whether  I considered  it  legal 
for  them  to  strike  the  3s.  rate,  giving  orders  to  collect  only  half  at  a time. 
Although  I had  heard  that  this  had  been  done  in  some  Unions,  I did  not  think 
it  warranted  by  your  instructions,  and  the  Board  therefore  determined  on  meet- 
ing your  views  so  far  as  raising  every  rate  which  was  under  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound 
to  Is.  6d.,  and  striking  what  may  be  required  to  make  it  a 3s.  rate  again  in  May 
or  June. 

The  rates  thus  arranged  will  thus  stand, — 


Name  of  Electoral 
Division. 

Amount  resolved 
upon  before. 

Amount  now 
resolved  upon. 

Amount  resolved 
for  June. 

5.  d. 

s.  d. 

■T.  d. 

Ballincuslane  . 

1 6 

1 6 

Brosna. 

1 6 

1 6 

Castleisland 

0 10 

1 6 

1 6 

Ballymacelligot 

1 8 

1 8 

1 4 

Tralee  .... 

1 6 

1 6 

1 6 

Castlemain . 

1 10 

1 10 

1 2 

Kilgarrylander 

1 0 

1 6 

1 6 

Kilgobbin  . 

3 0 

3 0 

In  order  to  make  arrangements  for  a more  rapid  collection  of  rates,  six  col- 
lectors were  appointed,  and  two  more  advertised  for,  making  in  all  eight  col- 
lectors to  do  the  duty  which  one  collector  did  before ; and  by  thus  throwing  the 
collection  open  to  competition,  the  Board  has  been  enabled  to  reduce  the  collec- 
tion from  2s.  in  the  pound  to  about  an  average  of  7 id. 

It  will  remain  for  you  to  decide  how  far  you  will  sanction  this  division  of  the 
3s.  rate  required ; at  the  same  time  if  you  do  sanction  it,  I think  it  would  be 
advisable  to  warn  the  Board  that  you  will  require  the  repayment  of  the  advances 
to  the  same  amount  and  at  the  same  time  as  you  would  have  required  if  they 
had  imposed  the  3s.  rate ; and  if  these  repayments  cause  embarrassment  to 
themselves,  it  will  arise  from  their  own  deed  and  act. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  25,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  23rd  instant,  reporting  on  the  administration  of  relief  in  the  Tralee 
Union,  and  with  regard  to  your  remark  that  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  con- 
sist mostly  of  women  and  children,  I am  to  inquire  what  classes  these  women 
and  children  are  ? 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  advisable  that  the  workhouse  should  be  reserved 
almost  exclusively  for  the  relief  of  able-bodied  men  and  their  wives.  The 
children  should,  if  possible,  be  in  a separate  and  distinct  ward. 

With  reference  to  the  arrangement  proposed  by  the  Guardians  in  regard  to 
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Tralee  Union,  the  rate  required  to  be  made,  I am  to  forward  for  your  information  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  this  day  addressed  to  the  Board 
of  Guardians  on  the  subject. 


Enclosure. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — March  25,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  observe,  by  minutes  of  proceedings  o.f  the  Board  of  Guardians  of 
Tralee  Union  of  the  21st  instant,  that  the  Board  have  resolved  to  raise  certain  proposed  rates 
to  Is.  6 d.  in  the  pound,  and  to  limit  them  to  this  amount. 

In  reference  thereto,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state,  that  they  are  not  authorized  to  sanc- 
tion a less  rate  than  3s.  in  the  pound  in  any  division  in  which  the  sum  required  for  ordinary 
expenditure,  in  addition  to  repaying  the  sum  due  on  account  of  advances  under  the  Temporary 
Relief  Act,  would  equal  or  exceed  that  amount.  The  Commissioners  request,  therefore, 
that  the  Guardians  will  be  so  good  as  to  reconsider  their  resolution  of  the  21st  instant. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  add,  that  if  the  entire  produce  of  3s.  in  the  pound  should  be 
required  for  ordinary  expenditure,  no  repayment  of  the  advances  will  be  required  from  the 
next  rate. 
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Kilrush  Union. 


KILRUSH  UNION. 

The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Kennedy  : — January  29,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed 
letter  of  Colonel  Vandeleur,  which  they  have  received  from  the  Chief  Secretary 
relative  to  the  financial  affairs  of  Kilrush  Union ; and  I am  to  request  that  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  report  specially  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject,  and 
return  the  letter  with  your  report. 

Enclosure. 

Colonel  Vandeleur  to  Sir  R.  Routh  : — January  22,  1848. 

I wish  to  lay  before  you  the  financial  state  of  this  Union,  and  ask  your  advice  as  to 
what  course  we  ought  to  adopt  to  save  us  from  bankruptcy. 

A rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound  is  now  in  progress  of  collection,  amounting  to  8884/.,  of  which 
4948/.  has  been  paid  into  the  bank,  out  of  which  our  debts,  expenses,  and  out-door  relief  have 
been  paid  up  to  the  15th  instant,  leaving  a balance  of  about  100/.  to  our  credit,  and  3936/.  to 
be  collected  to  meet  all  our  liabilities  to  the  1st  July,  as  I conceive  it  most  impolitic  to  attempt 
a new  rate  before  next  June  without  risking  great  opposition  to  what  has  been  hitherto  well 
paid  in  this  Union,  by  not  harassing  the  people  by  frequent  rates.  I am  most  anxious  to  have 
funds  in  hand  to  meet  the  expenses  of  our  workhouse  and  hospital,  which  will  amount  to  80/. 
per  week. 

The  average  expense  of  1300  paupers,  1600/.  to  1st  July. 

Establishment  expenses  .....  £300 

Salaries  due  25th  March,  including  relieving  officers,  351 

£2,251 

Deduct  value  of  40  tons  Indiau  corn,  at  9/.  . . 360 

1,891  required  to  1st  July. 

Out-door  relief,  at  250/.  per  week  to  12th  February,  1,000 

£2,891 

leaving  a balance  of  1045/.  for  bad  debts,  contingencies,  and  to  provide  out-door  relief  for 
20  weeks,  which  will  cost  at  least  5000/.  It  is  perfectly  clear  to  me  the  Union  will  not  be  able 
to  meet  the  demands  upon  it  without  the  assistance  of  Government ; and,  as  I have  fairly 
stated  our  position,  you  will  be  the  best  judge  when  that  aid,  if  afforded,  ought,  to  be  given. 
The  destitution  is  fast,  increasing,  with  a great  unwillingness  to  enter  the  workhouse ; and  the 
relieving  officers  give  a frightful  account  of  the  mortality  in  their  districts,  which  it  is  impossible 
to  meet.  Numbers  are  buried  without  coffins,  no  provision  having  been  made  to  provide 
decent,  burials  for  them  on  the  out-door  list,  and  no  vestry  rates  having  been,  or  could  be  col- 
lected for  many  years : this,  I trust,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  will  have  remedied  shortly 
for  the  sake  of  society. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners,  in  reply: — January  31,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
29th  instant,  enclosing  copy  of  a letter  from  Colonel  Vandeleur  on  the  financial 
state  of  this  Union,  and  requesting  my  report  thereon. 

I have  had  frequent  conversations  with  Colonel  Vandeleur,  as  chairman  of 
the  Guardians,  on  this  pressing  and  important  subject. 

Deputy  Assistant  Commissary-General  Dobree  also  called  upon  me  about 
two  months  ago,  and  required  my  opinion  on  this  matter.  I then  stated  to  him 
my  belief  that  the  funds  accruing  from  the  present  collection  would  not  carry 
the  Union  beyond  the  1st  March  : I am  still  of  this  opinion. 

Colonel  Vandeleur’s  statement  is  in  all  essentials  nearly  correct. 

He  states  the  w'orkhouse  and  hospital  expenses  at  80/.  per  week.  With  the 
great  increase  of  sickness,  I calculate  a corresponding  increase  of  expenditure 
under  this  head. 

He  calculates  out-door  relief  at  250/.  per  week.  It  at  present  exceeds  300/., 
and  must  be  expected  to  increase,  as  none  of  the  able-bodied  class  are  yet 
relieved  out  of  doors. 

I think  Colonel  Vandeleur’s  is  a very  fair  and  moderate  statement  of  our 
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Kilrush  Union,  present  state  and  prospects,  and  goes  to  confirm  the  opinions  and  statements 
embodied  in  my  weekly  reports. 

The  rates  have  been  hitherto  well  paid ; the  Roman  Catholic  clergymen 
who  are  rate-payers,  generally  setting  a laudable  example,  which  has  influenced 
the  poorer  class. 

I doubt  the  possibility  of  collecting  any  considerable  portion  of  another  rate 
(or  instalment)  at  present ; but  I think  a larger  instalment  ought  to  have  been 
put  in  process  of  collection  at  first : 3s.  per  pound  was  manifestly  insufficient 
where  there  was  a population  of  85,000,  against  a valuation  of  only  59,0007  ; 
this  error  is,  however,  beyond  present  remedy. 

Colonel  V andeleur  does  not  over-rate  the  destitution  and  mortality.  The 
real  state  of  the  Union,  and  the  extent  of  destitution,  must  be  seen  to  be 
believed.  I endeavour  to  keep  all  from  desponding — no  easy  matter. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington: — February  26,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  the  statements  con- 
tained in  the  accompanying  letter  of  Colonel  Vandeleur,  relative  to  the  prospects 
of  Kilrush  Union,  referred  to  the  Commissioners  by  his  Excellency  for  consi- 
deration ; and  they  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  his  Excellency  that  the  rate 
now  in  course  of  collection  in  Kilrush  Union  is  an  instalment  of  36-.  in  the 
pound,  of  a rate  made  in  August  last,  averaging  4s.  lid.  in  the  pound. 

The  amount  uncollected  of  this  instalment,  30027,  is  not  expected  to  defray 
the  expenditure  of  the  Union  beyond  the  close  of  the  present  month  ; and  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  four  following  months  down  to  the  close  of  June,  a 
further  sum  of  about  45007  or  50007  will  be  required. 

Colonel  Vandeleur  appears  to  think  it  impolitic  to  levy  a further  rate  before 
the  close  of  June,  and  has  submitted  the  financial  condition  of  the  Union  to 
Her  Majesty  s Government,  with  a view  to  their  forming  an  opinion  as  to  when 
Government  aid,  if  afforded,  ought  to  be  given. 

In  reference  to  the  anticipated  deficiency  of  the  present  rate  in  course  of 
collection  in  the  Kilrush  Union,  the  Commissioners  beg  to  state,  for  the  infor- 
mation  of  his  Excellency,  that  they  have  deemed  it  right  to  call  upon  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to  take  immediate  steps  for  putting  into  collection  a further 
sum  ol  ds.  m the  pound,  with  a view  to  providing  for  the  support  of  the  desti- 
tute poor  of  the  Union. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  beg  to  observe  that  Captain  Kennedy, 
iemporary  Inspectmg  Officer  of  the  Union,  has  expressed  his  doubt  of  the 
possibility  oi  collecting  any  considerable  portion  of  another  rate  at  present, 
although  he  considers  that  larger  instalments  ought  to  have  been  put  in  collec- 
tion  at  first.  1 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Kennedy: — February  10,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy 
nnm.  3)0,t  Whl°Mhe  Commissioners  have  received  relative  to  the  death  of  a 
TvprS1  77  a Tim0thy  ° Keefe> at  Bresla^  011  the  2ud  instant,  and  on  whom 
tbit  -ii  ^ from  Wailt  of  food  has  been  returned;  and  I am  to  request 
case  y U W e so  §ood  as  report  specially  to  the  Commissioners  on  this 

Enclosure. 

County  of  Clare. 

n Kilrush,  February  5,  1848. 

denly  at  Bresll  from^ta™ Ltkn!  ‘ P0°''  ma”  n,mMd  Tin,othS'  O’Keefe,  60  years  old,  died  sud- 

tw^chUdreu*  servank^Tn^tb0*  suPF^l't  than  begging  since  he  became  unable  to  work  ; he  had 
SLinfofficer of ,L  tlle,  ““S.bbourhood : and  it  appears  that  he  applied  to  Mr.  Lillis, 

stated  hf  had  three  in  fami^indudkg' hh  tw  °!K?d ; g wh"'  ma,dng  the  aPP'ica,ion.'  he 
an  allnwancp  fm-  thmo  rw»-  ^ nciuaing  «s  two  children  w'ho  were  at  service,  and  he  received 
then , hfblV  T dmes  before  the  was  detected  His  name  was 

then  struck  off  the  books,  and  since  then  he  received  no  assistance.  An  inquest  was  held. 

Copy  of  Verdict. 

" ™al  T-  °’Kaefe  died  at  Bmk’  O"  aid  of  February,  from  want  of  food." 


The  Inspector- General. 


William  Channer,  Sub- Inspector. 
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Kilrush  Union. 

Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  11,  184S.  — 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
10th  instant,  relative  to  the  death  of  Timothy  O’Keefe  at  Bresla,  in  this  Union, 
together  with  a copy  of  the  police  inspector’s  report  thereon,  transmitting  a 
copy  of  the  verdict  returned  by  the  coroner’s  jury. 

The  facts  are  as  follow  : Timothy  O’Keefe  had  two  children  at  service,  whom 
he  returned  to  the  relieving  officer  as  dependant  upon  him,  and  drew  out-door 
relief  for  them  for  a considerable  time.  When  discovered  he  was  struck  off 
the  list  for  fraud.  He  then  claimed  admission  to  the  workhouse,  where  he 
remained  for  some  time.  He  subsequently  demanded  his  discharge ; left  the 
house  at  his  own  request,  and  adopted  his  former  calling  as  a strolling  beggar 
and  vagabond. 

Whether  the  verdict  of  the  coroner’s  jury  be  right  or  wrong,  the  adminis- 
trators of  the  Poor  Law  are  in  no  way  culpable. 

I myself  believe  the  man  died  from  natural  causes.  There  was  no  post- 
mortem examination,  and  how  the  jury  arrived  at  their  verdict  there  is  no 
sufficient  evidence  to  show. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners: — February  11,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of 
the  Guardians  of  this  Union  on  the  9 th  instant,  and  beg  to  refer  you  to  the 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  forwarded  by  the  clerk. 

The  chairman  was,  I regret  to  say,  absent ; and  there  was,  as  usual,  a waste 
of  time  in  the  discussion  of  many  matters  which  might  well  have  been  spared. 

The  Board,  after  some  opposition,  adopted  my  suggestion  (vide  last  weekly 
report)  of  substituting  rye  for  Indian-meal  for  in-door  as  well  as  out-door  relief. 
This  measure  will  effect  a saving  of  about  7000/.  per  annum  on  the  present 
expenditure,  and  correct  many  evils  and  abuses  which  were  fast  growing  out  of 
the  exclusive  issue  and  use  of  Indian-meal. 

I have  arranged  with  Captain  Mann,  R.N.,  for  a supply  of  rye-meal  from  the 
Commissariat  stores.  I have  for  some  time  been  issuing  rations  of  rye-bread  to 
the  school  children,  under  the  direction  of  the  British  Relief  Association, 
with  the  best  results. 

I brought  a relieving  officer,  Mr.  Lillis,  under  the  notice  of  the  Board,  and 
stated  my  opinion  of  his  incapacity ; he  should  be  at  once  dismissed,  and  replaced 
by  an  efficient  man.  I also  stated  my  opinion  that  the  district  of  Mr.  Gibson, 
relieving  officer,  was  too  large,  and  beyond  the  grasp  of  any  relieving  officer. 
His  district  consists  of  Moyarta  and  Kilballyowen,  extending  about  20  miles, 
and  with  a population  of  13,000  ; but  containing  a mass  of  disease  and  desti- 
tution sufficient  for  a population  of  five  times. that  amount.  There  is  a concen- 
tration of  misery  and  suffering  in  Moyarta  almost  beyond  the  possibility  of 
grappling  with,  and  daily  on  the  increase.  Some  idea  of  this  may  be  formed 
from  the  fact  that  upwards  of  120  houses  have  been  “tumbled”  on  one  property 
within  a few  weeks,  containing  families  to  a greater  number  ; many  of  whom 
are  burrowing  behind  the  ditches,  -without  the  means  of  procuring  a shelter. 
The  relieving  officer  is  intelligent  and  active ; but  Iris  duties  cannot  possibly 
be  performed  by  any  one  individual.  The  Board  ordered  him  to  avail  himself 
of  the  assistance  of  any  persons  on  the  out-door  list ; but  I cannot  believe  that 
any  irresponsible  could,  or  ought  to  be  entrusted  with  the  performance  of  such 
duties.  Mr.  Gibson’s  salary  might  be  a little  reduced  were  his  district  divided, 
and  again  consolidated  when  circumstances  would  admit  of  it.  I consider  this 
arrangement  indispensably  necessary ; and  -would  suggest  its  being  pressed  upon 
the  Board. 

The  number  in  the  house  on  the  Sth  instant  was  996 ; of  these  142  were  in 
the  fever  hospital,  and  about  300  under  treatment  for  other  diseases.  The 
mortality  in  the  fever  hospital  has  decreased,  being  36  during  last  week  ; that 
in  the  workhouse  5,  making  a total  of  41  deaths. 

The  out-door  relief  list  numbers  13,176,  at  the  weekly  cost  of  347/. 

I am  (at  the  desire  of  the  Board)  making  a general  scrutiny  of  the  out-door 
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lists  in  every  division,  assisted  by  the  local  Guardians  and  rate-payers.  The 
latter  are  beginning  to  see  the  necessity  of  exertion,  and  evince  a lively  interest 
in  that  which  so  vitally  concerns  them. 

I attended  at  Kilmurry  and  Carrigaholt  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  for  this 
purpose,  and  saw  the  individuals  of  every  family  receiving  out-door  relief,  whose 
state  would  admit  of  their  attending ; a more  fearful  array  I never  witnessed, 
and  could  not  conceive.  I feel  confident  that  one-third  of  this  number  will  be 
swept  away  by  disease  before  the  summer,  in  spite  of  every  effort.  Their 
constitutions  are  irretrievably  broken  by  protracted  privation,  and  the  most 
trifling  ailment  will  bring  them  to  the  grave.  Many  particulars  indicative  of  the 
general  suffering,  poverty,  and  recklessness  came  under  my  observation.  While 
scrutinizing  the  list,  assisted  by  10  or  12  rate-payers,  three  persons  were  being 
buried  without  coffins,  within  50  yards  of  where  we  sat ; they  were  not  upon 
the  relief  list,  or,  if  so,  had  not  applied  to  the  relieving  officer  for  coffins.  A 
wretched  woman  (Margaret  Cleary),  whose  husband  and  child  had  died  of 
fever,  had  found  it  impossible  to  get  any  one  to  assist  in  their  burial  (such  is  the 
popular  dread  of  this  disease),  and  had  dragged  them  into  the  haggard,  and 
there  buried  them  herself ! Sixteen  deaths  on  the  out-door  relief  list  of  this 
division  occurred  within  the  wreek  previous  to  my  visit ; but  of  one  family  on 
the  out-door  relief  list  (that  of  Simon  Griffon),  five  out  of  six  have  died  since 
the  14th  December. 

There  are  no  resident  gentry,  and  the  general  condition  of  the  people  is 
lamentable.  On  one  gentleman’s  estate  (an  M.P.),  adjoining  the  village  there 
are  51  families  upon  48  acres. 

The  farmers  complain  loudly  of  the  universal  pilfering  and  theft  by  widows 
and  their  children,  of  which  class  there  is  an  immense  proportion  along  the 
coast.  A haggard  or  garden  cannot  be  left  without  a night-guard. 

There  has  been  a grant  long  since  given  for  the  erection  of  a National  school- 
house  here ; but  such  is  the  poverty  or  neglect,  that  the  remaining  small  portion 
cannot  be  obtained,  and  the  building  is  not  even  commenced,  at  a time,  too, 
when  hundreds  would  exchange  their  labour  for  food  alone. 

At  Carrigaholt  and  the  division  of  Moyarta,  misery  and  suffering  are  no  less 
rife,  and  death  quite  as  busy. 

I scrutinized  a list  of  575  families  here,  and  saw  each  individual ; their  lament- 
able state  of  filth,  ignorance,  destitution,  and  disease,  must  be  seen  to  be  com- 
prehended. It  is  hopeless  for  the  very  few  respectable  residents  to  struggle 
against  such  an  overwhelming  mass.  On  one  estate  alone  little  short  of  200 
houses  have  been  “tumbled”  within  three  months,  and  120  of  this  number,  I 
believe,  within  three  weeks!  The  wretched,  houseless,  helpless  inmates,  for 
the  most  part  an  amphibious  race  of  fishermen  and  farmers,  scattering  disease, 
destitution,  and  dismay,  in  every  direction. 

From  Kilkee  to  Loop  Head,  a distance  of  20  miles,  there  is  not  a medical 
man  of  any  kind  resident ; there  is  a dispensary  at  Carrigaholt,  at  which  a 
medical  gentleman  from  Kilkee  attends  weekly.  I understand  the  establish- 
ment is  little  more  than  nominal.  In  the  same  district,  including  a population 
of  13,000,  there  is  not  a single  public  or  national  school.  These  facts  are  not 
very  creditable  to  proprietors.  Two  portions  of  Moyarta  are  miserable  and 
pauperized  beyond  description — Querrin  and  Moveen.  This  division  would 
swamp  a Union.  On  the  relief  list  of  one  townland  12  have  died  within  the 
week. 


The  boatmen  and  fishermen  (a  numerous  class)  are  essentially  destitute,  and 
to  be  commisserated  ; they  say  the  fish  are  gone,  and  they  cannot  labour.  Their 
repugnance  to  enter  the  workhouse  is  remarkable.  Their  nets,  value  for  1/.,  are 
sold  at  the  pawn-office  for  5s. ; nets,  lines,  and  spades  may  be  purchased  at  these 
emporiums  m any  number  at  a nominal  price ; and  a load  of  turf  will  be 
carted  nine  miles  and  sold  for  as  many  pence.  These  facts  speak  volumes  for 
tde  wretched  condition  of  this  district. 

I fear  there  will  be  serious  default  upon  the  amount  of  rate  uncollected.  I 
am  however  using  every  effort,  and  called  upon  the  Guardians  ( vide  minutes) 
at  their  last  meeting  to  order  a return  of  the  ten  highest  defaulters  in  each 
district,  with  a view  to  publication ; and  also  that  immediate  proceedings  be 
taken  against  them.  I would,  however,  be  misleading  the  Commissioners  if  I 
did  not  state  my  belief  that  no  energetic  steps  will  be  taken  by  the  Guardians 
unless  under  some  more  powerful  stimulus  than  mine.  I would  suggest  the 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  791 

Commissioners’  noticing  and  commenting  upon  the  return  of  defaulters  I have 
already  forwarded. 

I visit  the  fever  hospital  on  every  opportunity  ; the  management  under  a new 
matron  is  very  much  improved,  and  the  mortality  decreased.  There  is  enough 
of  fever  in  the  Union  to  fill  three  hospitals  of  the  same  size. 

The  general  management  of  the  workhouse  is  but  little  improved,  I forbear 
reporting  till  the  Guardians  come  to  some  decision  about  a master. 

I shall  be  employed  every  day  during  the  week  in  completing  the  scrutiny  of 
the  out-door  relief  list. 

I am  giving  daily  rations  to  about  3000  school  children  under  the  direction 
of  the  British  Association.  I anticipate  the  best  results  from  this  humane 
and  politic  measure.  As  may  be  supposed,  without  any  staff,  and  but  little 
assistance,  it  occupies  much  of  my  time.  I don’t  however  grudge  it  in  such 
a cause. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — February  21,  1S48. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  Kilrush  Union,  that  they  have  received  a report  from 
their  inspector,  Captain  Kemmedy,  in  which  he  states  that  the  district  of 
Mr.  Gibson,  one  of  the  relieving  officers,  is  too  large,  and  beyond  the  grasp  of 
any  relieving  officer,  and  that  the  duties  cannot  possibly  be  performed  by  any 
one  individual;  and  that  the  Guardians  propose  that  he  should  avail  himself  of 
the  services  of  persons  on  the  out-door  relief  list. 

Captain  Kennedy  suggests  that  the  district  should  be  divided  ; and  the  Com- 
missioners desire  to  state  that  they  will  give  their  favourable  consideration  to 
any  proposition  of  the  Guardians  for  the  division  of  the  district,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  au  additional  relieving  officer,  as  they  concur  with  Captain  Kennedy 
that  the  assistance  of  irresponsible  persons  cannot  be  relied  on,  and  that  the 
persons  receiving  out-door  relief  ought  not  to  be  entrusted  with  the  duty  of 
assisting  to  administer  it. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Kennedy: — February  21,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  1 1th  instant  reporting  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  Kilrush  Union  at  their  meeting  on  the  9th  instant ; and 
the  Commissioners  have  read  with  the  utmost  concern  your  statement  of  the 
great  distress  and  suffering  in  the  Union,  and  they  request  you  to  direct  your 
earnest  attention  to  the  making  such  arrangements  as  will  prevent  the  deaths  of 
the  destitute  from  starvation. 

However  great  the  destitution  is,  it  must  be  grappled  with  and  relieved  as  far 
as  is  permitted  by  the  law. 

As  regards  the  case  of  the  relieving  officer,  Mr.  Lillis,  the  Commissioners 
request  you  will  report  fully  on  his  case,  and  they  will  then  take  into  con- 
sideration the  propriety  of  removing  him. 

The  Commissioners  will  address  the  Guardians  as  to  Mr.  Gibson’s  district. 

With  regard  to  your  apprehension  as  to  a deficiency  in  the  amount  of  rate  to 
be  collected,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  address  the  Guardians 
on  this  point. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners: — February  18,  1848. 

I cannot  longer  conscientiously  refrain  from  stating  my  opinion  of  the 
inefficiency  of  the  Kilrush  Board  of  Guardians  as  a body,  their  last  meeting 
has  gone  far  to  confirm  it.  After  four  months’  experience  I have  reluctantly 
come  to  this  conclusion,  and  I consider  it  my  duty  to  state  it  frankly  before, 
the  affairs  of  the  Union  are  brought  into  inextricable  difficulty. 

I have  a high  respect  for  the  character  and  talents  of  several  members  of 
the  Board ; and  the  firmness,  foresight,  and  business  habits  of  the  chairman 
are  beyond  my  praise.  In  his  absence,  however,  I consider  the  Board  as  an 
administrative  body  altogether  unequal  to  the  successful  management  of  the 
Union.  The  private  feeling  and  short-sightedness  of  some,  obstruct  and  neu- 
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Kilvush  Union-  tralize  the  public,  spirit  and  sagacity  of  others.  That  the  business  of  such  a 
— Union  can  be  properly  or  efficiently  transacted  at  a noisy  and  ill-regulated 
meeting  of  a few  hours  once  a week,  is  impossible  to  believe,  especially  when 
the  limited  time  thus  set  apart  for  public  business  is  generally  consumed  in 
irrelevant  and  unprofitable  discussion.  The  practical  business  of  the  meeting 
is  invariably  left  to  be  hurried  over  by  two  or  three  Guardians,  and  often  by 
the  chairman  alone  at  a late  hour.  The  excitement  of  deciding  contracts,  or 
electing  officers,  can  alone  ensure  an  attendance. 

In  not  providing  sufficient  funds  the  Board  has  been  blameable,  and  not 
enforcing  the  collection  of  the  rates  they  have  been  still  more  culpable.  They 
have  no  credit  with  their  treasurer,  while  a large  amount  of  rates  is  still  due 
by  immediate  lessors  and  members  of  their  own  body.  It  is  unreasonable  to 
suppose  that  a body  who  permit  defaulters  among  themselves  can  conscientiously 
or  energetically  coerce  others.  I have  on  several  occasions  brought  this  subject 
under  notice  of  the  Guardians,  and  they  have  omitted  to  take  any  fitting  or 
energetic  steps.  A resolution  never  acted  upon,  and  an  order  never  enforced 
is  the  only  result. 

The  relieving  officers  are  never  sufficiently  attended  to,  and  their  books 
frequently  slurred  over  and  neglected.. 

The  workhouse  is  ill-managed  and  ill-regulated ; there  is  little  or  no  industrial 
employment  or  training,  and  none  whatever  among  the  males.  The  male 
school  has  been  grievously  neglected,  and  an  insufficient  supply  of  clothing  and 
necessaries  for  all  classes  *,  and  the  last  act  to  remedy  these  evils  is  the  unanimous 
election  of  a master  in  every  way  inferior  to  the  one  the  Commissioners  have 
lately  dismissed  for  incompetency. 

A reference  to  the  minutes  will  show  that  few  ex-officio  Guardians  ever 
attend,  and  several  of  them  are  rate  defaulters.  The  general  management  is 
extravagant  as  well  as  inefficient,  and  many  members  of  the  Board  are,  I believe, 
impressed  with  this  opinion. 

Nothing  short  of  a strong  sense  of  public  duty  and  necessity  induces  me  to 
make  this  communication ; and  having  the  good  fortune  to  be  on  the  most 
friendly  terms  with  every  individual  Guardian,  causes  me  the  more  pain  in 
doing  so. 

I believe  the  true  interests  of  the  rate-payers  and  the  rights  of  the  poor  to 
be  equally  neglected. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — Febi'uai'y  21,  184S. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  to  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  Kilrush  Union,  that  the  Commissioners  have  received  a report  from  their 
Inspector,  Captain  Kennedy,  in  which  he  states  that  the  practical  business  of 
each  day’s  meeting  is  invariably  left  to  be  hurried  over  by  two  or  three 
Guardians,  and  often  by  the  Chairman  alone  at  a late  hour  ; that  the  excite- 
ment of  deciding  contracts  or  electing  officers  can  alone  ensure  an  attendance ; 
that  sufficient  funds  have  not  been  procured  by  enforcing  the  collection  of  the 
rates ; that  the  Guardians  have  no  credit  with  their  treasurer ; that  a large 
amount  of  rates  is  due  by  immediate  lessors  and  by  Guardians,  ex-officio  as  well 
as  elective;  that  the  relieving  officers  are  not  sufficiently  attended  to;  that 
their  books  are  frequently  slurred  over  and  neglected  ; that  the  workhouse  is 
ill-managed,  there,  being  little  or  no  industrial  employment  for  its  inmates ; 
the  male  school  grievously  neglected,  and  an  insufficient  supply  of  clothing  and 
necessaries  for  all  classes ; and  that  the  general  management  is  extravagant  as 
well  as  inefficient. 

Captain  Kennedy  expresses  his  regret  at  being  under  the  necessity  of  making 
this  report,  and  states  that  nothing  but  a strong  sense  of  public  duty  induces 
him  to  do  so. 

The  Commissioners  request  the  serious  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
to  the  above  statement,  and  desire  to  point  out  the  moral  as  well  as  the  legal 
responsibility  which  devolves  upon  the  Guardians ; above  all  things  of  making 
due  provision  for  the  wants  of  the  poor  entrusted  to  their  care,  and  of  taking 
such  steps  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  law,  by  the  energetic  collection 
of  the  rates  at  the  present  crisis,  which  will  prevent  the  affairs  of  the  Union 
from  degenerating  into  a state  of  confusion,  which  will  be  alike  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  the  rate-payers  as  to  those  of  the  destitute  poor. 
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Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners: — February  18,  1848. 

I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Kilrush  Board  of  Guardians  on 
the  16th  instant,  and  have  the  honour  to  refer  you  to  the  minutes  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  principal  and  most  attractive  part  of  the  business  was  the  election  of  a 
master,  which  being  accomplished  without  a dissentient  voice,  the  body  of 
members  dispersed,  leaving  the  wretched  paupers  unadmitted  to  a late  hour, 
and  the  principal  business  undone. 

The  person  elected  to  this  important  office  is  Mr.  Patt  Kelly  (son  of  the  late 
master),  a mere  lad,  and,  in  my  opinion  (and  that  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board),  utterly  incompetent  for  such  a charge.  His  youth  alone  would,  in  my 
opinion,  disqualify  him.  His  whole  career  has  been  characterized  by  a suc- 
cession of  squabbles  and  bickerings  with  the  other  officers ; and  I do  not 
hesitate  to  state  my  opinion  that  the  duties  of  the  house  cannot  possibly  be 
carried  on  under  such  a head.  The  Chairman  of  the  Board  and  some  of  the 
most  intelligent  members  coincide  with  me  in  this  opinion. 

The  assistant-master,  who  is  immeasurably  his  superior,  offered  himself  and 
did  not  receive  a single  vote ! I have  a high  opinion  of  this  officer,  and  believe 
his  unpopularity  arises  from  his  independent  character  and  honesty. 

A resolution  was  proposed  highly  laudatory  of  Mr.  Patt  Kelly’s  efficiency 
and  regularity,  which  was  withdrawn  on  my  showing  that  on  the  week  ending 
29th  January,  Mr.  Patt  Kelly  showed  by  the  Admission  and  Discharge  Book 
that  1105  paupers  remained  in  the  house,  while  a reference  to  the  Pantry 
Book  (kept  by  the  assistant-master)  showed  the  issue  of  992  rations  only.  The 
latter  number  was  correct;  and  Mr.  Patt  Kelly  failed  to  satisfy  me  or  the 
Chairman  how  the  discrepancy  could  be  accounted  for  satisfactorily.  I also 
produced  the  weekly  Relief  List  and  Abstract,  which  was  blank  from  the  13th 
January,  1848,  to  the  16th  February,  184S.  It  was  deemed  prudent  not  to 
press  a resolution  in  the  face  of  such  facts,  which  I desired  the  clerk  to  record 
along  with  the  resolution  if  it  were  passed.  This  election  has  long  since  been 
settled  out  of  doors,  and,  in  consequence,  no  competent  candidate  offered. 

Dr.  Phelan’s  report  on  the  condition  of  the  workhouse  and  hospital  was  read 
by  the  clerk.  Among  other  remarks  and  suggestions  was  one  he  made  per- 
sonally to  the  Board,  viz.,  that  two  senior  medical  men  should  be  temporarily 
associated  with  the  present  workhouse  medical  officers.  An  unanimous  vote  of 
confidence  in  the  present  officers  was  immediately  passed,  being  the  only  notice 
taken  of  Dr.  Phelan’s  report.  I need  not  remark  on  the  presumption  and 
absurdity  of  a body  of  farmers  and  shopkeepers  (for  there  was  no  ex-officio 
Guardian  present)  thus  coming  to  issue  with  Dr.  Phelan  on  a question  of 
hospital  management  and  professional  capacity. 

It  will  be  observed  that  on  the  9th  instant  (vide  minutes),  the  Board,  on  my 
strong  representation,  ordered  a return  of  the  defaulting  rate-payers,  in  which 
class  °several  of  their  own  body  are  included.  All  save  three  Guardians 
absented  themselves  before  these  returns  were  produced,  or  the  question  con- 
sidered. Some  of  the  rate- collectors  neglected  to  obey  the  order,  and  no  notice 
was  taken  of  this  dereliction  of  duty.  I read  out  such  returns  as  had  come 
before  me — including  the  names  of  many  Guardians  ex-officio  and  elected— and 
commented  in  strong  terms  on  the  injustice  and  disgrace  of  distraining  the 
poor  man’s  cow  or  last  horse,  while  members  of  their  own  body  and  immediate 
lessors  had  refused  to  pay  their  rates  with  impunity.  I.  desired  the  clerk  to 
enter  the  amount  of  each  division  list  of  defaulters  on  the  minutes  ; but  it  will 
be  observed  that  the  Board  made  no  order  on  the  subject.  My  belief  is,  that 
they  will  not  and  dare  not  do  so.  Persons  who  are  defaulters  themselves  can 
hardly  be  expected  to  coerce  others.  The  rate-collectors  see  and  know  this, 
and  act  accordingly.  I would  suggest  the  strongest  measures  being  adopted ; 
and  only  wait  the  Commissioners’  instructions  to  commence  them.  I ordered 
one  ex-officio  Guardian  to  be  summoned  yesterday  before  a bench  of  magistrates, 
some  of  whom  are  defaulters  themselves ! 

An  aggravated  case  of  resistance  and  rescue  occurred  in  Kilrush  division  on 
the  16th  instant,  which  is  not  surprising  when  Guardians  and  ex-officio  Guar- 
dians are  in  default  themselves,  and  that  for  a 3s.  rate  only ! I have  taken 
steps  to  make  the  offenders  amenable  to  law. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  damage  the  character  of  the  rye-meal  issued  from 
the  Commissariat  store ; it  however  failed. 
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Kilrusli  Union. 


I was  prepared  for  this  opposition ; as  buying  Indian  meal  at  91  and  selling 
it  to  the  Union  for  III.  per  ton  was  too  profitable  a trade  to  be  abandoned 
without  an  effort. 

The  Commissioners’  letter  refusing  to  sanction  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Daly  (schoolmaster),  was  read  to  the  Board.  It  was  lost  sight  of 
amid  a mass  of  irrelevant  matter  and  discussion,  and  no  order  relative  thereto 
made  or  adopted. 

I have  during  the  week,  at  the  desire  of  the  Guardians,  scrutinized  the  out- 
door relief  lists  of  Kilkee,  ICillard,  Kilrusli,  Knock,  Kilmacdooaun,  and  Kil- 
mihil.  I received  valuable  assistance  from  the  rate-payers,  who  I invited  to 
attend.  It  was  a most  laborious  business ; I was  occupied  from  ten  o’clock, 
a.m.,  till  seven  or  eight  o’clock,  p.m.,  each  day. 

I,  as  may  be  expected,  discovered  many  persons  who  should  never  have  been 
admitted  to  relief,  many  with  means,  some  with  land,  and  a large  number  of 
old  people  thrown  on  public  relief  by  children  who  had  ample  means  to 
support  them.  I saw  the  individuals  of  every  family,  and  found  that  many 
were  wrongly  described  as  to  age,  &c.  If  the  applicants  themselves  are  to  lie 
believed,  all  the  adults,  male  aud  female,  are  over  60,  and  all  the  children 
under  14  ! The  lying  and  deception  is  marvellous ! I anticipate  the  best 
results  from  this  scrutiny,  in  preventing  abuse  and  imposture,  which  must  have 
existed  to  a fearful  extent  under  the  Relief  Act.  The  number  at  present 
receiving  out-door  relief  is,  in  round  numbers,  14,000;  under  the  Relief  Act, 
45,000 ! All  the  relieving  officers  whose  districts  I have  thus  inspected  are 
active  and  intelligent,  with  the  exception  of  one,  whom  I before  reported,  Mr. 
Lillis. 


The  destitution  in  the  inland  divisions  is  by  no  means  of  so  aggravated  or 
fearful  a character  as  that  of  the  districts  by  the  coast.  The  description  of 
Moyarta  and  Kilmurry,  in  my  last  report,  is  applicable  to  Killard  and  Kilkee, 
which  are  similarly  circumstanced.  The  mortality  has  been  excessive ; but  is 
now,  I hope,  on  the  decrease.  I found  several  cases  where  four  out  of  five  and 
five  out  of  six  in  a family  had  died  in  a very  short  period  among  those  getting 
out-door  relief.  G ° 


I have  no  doubt  that  the  excessive  mortality  is  mainly  attributable  to  the- 
use  of  bad  adulterated,  and  half-cooked  Indian  meal — dysentery  boin0,  the  pre- 
valent malady.  I have  seen  much  of  this  article  quite  unfit  for  human  food. 
Captain  Mann,  in  charge  of  the  Commissariat  store,  I think,  will  give  a like 
opinion. 


• A,12108?  lam-eiltable  aud  distressing  feature  in  the  present  state  of  this  Union 
is  the  advantage  taken  of  the  necessities  of  the  labouring  class.  The  great 
majority  of  those  who  are  employed  receive  nothing  but  their  food  for  their 
labour ; and  the  highest  current  rate  where  wages  is  given  is  4 d.  per  day. 

inis  shameless  and  short-sighted  policy  must  perpetuate  pauperism  and  bring 
increased  burthens  upon  the  Union.  The  very  persons  adopting  this  culpable 
practice  dont  hesitate  to  clamour  for  still  more  relief  from  the  British  Asso- 
ciation and  the  Government  * 


There  -were  in  the  workhouse  on  the  16th  instant  . . 772 

In  fever  hospital jjg 

In  hired  house 


960 

Of  this  number  there  were  sick  in  the  workhouse  infirmary  251.  The 
number  receiving  out-door  relief  was  14,298.  3 

“ the  fJvf  hospital  in  week  ending  12th  instant  were  15 -a 
it!  I la  i ,e<:rease,’  and>  I am  happy  to  say,  likely  to  decrease  weekly.  There 
finL  o«he  ^ Nation,  and  clean- 

tl J nfvr  Say  thJt  f?nds  “ the  treasurers  hands  were  insufficient  to  meet 
sdvs!mc  onle?;tia“d  1 ™^ersta!ld  the  treasurer  (National  Bank)  will  not 
7 lmS'  V CaPtain  Mann  were  authorized  to  give  us  the  neces- 
sary quantity  of  rye-meal  on  credit  from  Commissariat  store,  we  might  struggle 
on  , if  not,  the  supply  for  out-door  relief  must  stop.  I do  not  believe  that  the 
w inn/“Vn  .the  tabsenc?  °f  their  Chairman  (Mr.  Vandeleur),  will  get  credit 
i . Contractors  and  dealers  whose  bills  are  unpaid  know  the  exact  state 
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of  the  funds.  Nor  withstanding  these  facts  and  prospects,  the  Guardians  met 
and  separated  without  even  taking  the  matter  into  consideration.  I cannot 
think  that  the  funds,  character,  and  lives  of  the  paupers  of  the  Union  should  be 
entrusted  to  such  keeping. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  numbers  in  the  workhouse  are  not  increasing  ; 
the  repugnance  to  enter  it  is  as  strong  as  ever.  I endeavour  to  remove  it  by 
every  means  and  every  opportunity,  as  I am  persuaded  many  are  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  starvation  before  they  will  apply  for  admission.  All  are  living  in 
hopes  of  Public  Works  or  out-door  relief — their  first  and  last  thought. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  26,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  report,  dated 
the  18th  instant,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Kilrush  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, at  their  weekly  meeting  on  the  16th  instant. 

The  Commissioners  have  written  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  declining  to 
give  their  sanction  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Patt  Kelly  as  master  of  the  work- 
house,  and  requesting  the  Guardians  to  proceed  to  a new  appointment. 

The  Commissioners  have  the  Guardians’  resolution  on  Mr.  Phelan’s  report 
on  the  state  of  the  workhouse  and  fever  hospital  under  consideration,  and  they 
have  addressed  the  Guardians  on  the  subject  of  the  collection  of  the  rate,  the 
appointment  of  a schoolmaster  in  place  of  Mr.  Daly,  and  other  matters  adverted 
to  in  your  report. 

With  regard  to  the  supply  of  rye-meal,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commis- 
sioners believe  that  Captain  Mann  could  not,  consistently  with  the  Commis- 
sariat arrangements,  be  authorized  to  supply  the  Guardians  with  rye-meal  on 
credit. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  24,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  refer  you  to  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Kilrush  Board  of  Guardians,  the  weekly  meeting  of  which  body  I attended 
yesterday. 

Your  communication  of  the  21st  instant  was  read  to  the  Board,  and  will,  I 
am  satisfied,  be  productive  of  good  results.  There  was  no  attempt  made  by  any 
member  to  impugn  anything  I had  stated,  and  many  of  their  body  admitted  the 
propriety  of  the  line  I had  adopted. 

The  Commissioners’  communication,  pointing  out  the  necessity  of  collecting 
the  second  instalment  of  the  current  rate,  and  striking  a new  rate  to  make  it  up 
to  3s.  per  pound  on  all  divisions  where  the  second  instalment  did  not  amount  to 
that  sum,  was  also  read,  and  will,  I have  no  doubt,  be  complied  with.  Its  con- 
sideration was  postponed  till  next  Board-day. 

I again  brought  the  list  of  rate  defaulters  before  the  Board,  and  pointed  out 
the  loss  of  character  and  influence  which  must  result  from  such  supineness ; 
that  they  could  hardly  justify  themselves  from  the  charge  of  corruption  and 
favouritism,  while  they  distrained  the  poor  man’s  horse  or  cow,  and  allowed 
immediate  lessors  and  members  of  their  own  body  to  disobey  the  law  with 
impunity. 

I will  insist  upon  these  gentlemen  being  handed  over  to  a solicitor  forthwith. 
I cannot  consider  it  other  than  disgraceful  that  immediate  lessors  should  be  in 
default  for  a 3s.  rate.  A very  few  of  the  Guardians,  I am  sorry  to  say,  know 
or  understand  anything  about  the  financial  condition  or  prospects  of  the  Union, 
and  nothing  but  the  striking  or  levying  a rate  brings  the  matter  home  to  them. 

There  was  but  50 1.  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  yesterday,  and  unpaid  bills 
amounting  to  nearly  1000/.  Captain  Mann’s  bill  for  rye  meal,  for  out-door 
relief,  amounted  to  120/.,  and  he  refused  any  further  supply  till  paid.  The 
Board  adjourned  till  Friday  (to-morrow)  to  see  the  Treasurer  (who  was  absent), 
and  solicit  an  advance.  This,  I have  reason  to  believe,  he  will  not  make.  The 
poor  on  the  out-door  relief  list  in  most  divisions  are  rationed  only  till  Monday 
next,  and  wre  shall  then  be  without  food  or  money:  10,000  starving  creatures 
will  be  without  a meal,  and  the  consequences  cannot  fail  to  be  most  disastrous. 
If  Captain  Mann  were  authorized  to  give  the  necessary  credit,  I would  make 
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the  Guardians  pledge  themselves  to  pay  him  first  from  the  in-coming  rates.  I 
am  satisfied  the  Guardians  (in  the  absence  of  their  chairman)  will  not  be  able 
to  obtain  any  credit.  They  do  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the  public  or 
bankers.  This  is  the  cheapest  and  only  mode  of  assisting  the  Union  I can 
suggest.  I have  no  confidence  in  the  energy  or  foresight  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  as  a body,  should  serious  difficulties  arise. 

A reference  to  the  minutes  will  show  that  I have  obtained  the  necessary  order 
to  complete  the  clothing,  &c.,  &c.,  necessary  for  the  establishment ; but  I can 
expect  little  assistance  from  the  newly-elected  master,  a very  boyish  lad  of  21 
years  of  age. 

The  Board  requested  me  to  apply  to  the  Education  Board  for  a schoolmaster 
to  replace  Mr.  Thomas  Daly,  whose  appointment  the  Commissioners  have  very 
properly  refused  to  sanction.  I endeavoured  to  procure  an  increase  of  salary 
for  this  officer,  but  failed.  The  state  of  the  workhouse,  hospital,  &c , was  as 
follows  on  Saturday  : — 


Number  on  in-door  relief  ....  1020 
(viz.)  in  workhouse  .....  839 

in  hired  house 78 

in  temporary  hospital  (fever)  . . 113 


1020 

The  numbers  on  out-door  relief  vary  but  little  from  last  week. 

I have  completed  the  scrutiny  of  the  out-door  relief  list  in  all  save  two 
divisions, — Kilfiddaan  and  Killimer  ; and  I have  thus  acquired  an  intimate  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  people  and  localities  of  the  Union.  I cannot  overrate 
the  importance  of  the  information  thus  acquired,  as  enabling  me  to  estimate  and 
provide  for  the  real  amount  of  destitution.  I have  invited  and  obtained  the 
assistance  of  the  rate-payers  in  each  division,  and  thus  acquired  most  valuable 
and  accurate  local  information.  This  body  seem  generally  actuated  by  a very 
proper  spirit,  and  were  highly  satisfied  on  seeing  every  individual  case  they 
were  called  upon  to  relieve  closely  and  searchingly  scrutinized.  I have  from 
the  commencement  taken  the  relieving  officers  under  my  own  especial  protec- 
tion and  guidance,  and  I rejoice  to  say  that  I could  discover  no  single  case  of 
abuse  or  relief  administered  to  other  than  the  absolutely  and  undoubtedly  desti- 
tute. Had  I left  the  relieving  officers  without  this  continuous  support  and 
guidance,  the  Union  would  have  been  swamped  ere  now, — as  all  who  received 
relief  last  year  (45,000)  naturally  expected  its  continuance,  and  still  continue 
to  importune  and  besiege  the  relieving  officers.  In  the  course  of  this  scrutiny 
I found  many  aged  parents  abandoned  by  their  children  who  could  well  support 
them.  All  such  cases  were  ordered  to  the  workhouse,  that  proper  measures 
might  be  taken.  I found  widows  with  but  one  child,  and  women  deserted  by 
their  husbands,-— the  majority  gone  to  America  last  year,  and  intending  to  send 
for  their  families  this  year;  together  with  a very  few  single  women,  with 
illegitimate  children.  I ordered  all  of  the  latter  class,  who  were  under  50  years 
of  age,  into  the  workhouse.  The  other  classes  I ordered  separate  lists  to  be 
made  of,  but  considered  it  inexpedient  to  meddle  with  them  till  we  have 
sufficient  workhouse  room ; doing  so  woidd  greatly  embarrass  the  Union  at 
present.  J 

The  repugnance  to  enter  the  workhouse  is  beyond  credence,  and  I am  satisfied 
that  the  out-door  relief  list  might  be  reduced  one-third  by  testing  them.  It 
would,  however,  be  neither  politic  nor  humane  to  adopt  this  course  at  present, 
as  those  on  the  list  are  beyond  suspicion  destitute,  and  there  is  an  utter  absence 
of  any  employment  or  mode  of  earning.  A very  few  are  employed  at  all,  and 
the  majority  of  that  number  for  their  food  only ; the  current  wages  (where 
such  are  given)  being  4 d.  per  day ! I have  not  failed  on  every  occasion  to 
impress  upon  the  rate-payers  that  they  are  only  increasing  their  burthens  by 
this  short-sighted,  policy,  thereby  pauperizing  a greater  number,  and  insuffi- 
ciency of  food  bringing  them  under  the  infirm  class  (and,  consequently,  a per- 
manent charge)  in  their  earlier  years. 

The  divisions  I have  scrutinized  during  the  last  week  are  Kilmihil,  Kildysart, 
lullofin.  The  destitution  aud  suffering  in  these  divisions  (though  very  great)  is 
by  no  means  of  the  aggravated  and  fearful  description  which  characterizes  the 
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coast  line.  There  are  more  substantial  farmers,  and  an  improvement  in  the 
tillage,  though  wretchedly  bad  at  best. 

I cannot  look  forward  to  any  amount  of  employment  calculated  to  afford  any 
sensible  relief.  The  farmers  are  generally  scratching  their  land  in  a miserable 
penny-wise  manner.  No  green-cropping,  draining,  or  subsoiling,  which  would 
afford  employment. 

When  remonstrated  with,  they  complain  of  want  of  capital  and  want  of  tenure. 
I am  certainly  become  a convert  to  the  necessity  of  some  more  equitable  mode 
in  this  Union.  I have  seen  too  many  instances  here  of  the  industrious  man 
being  made  to  pay  exorbitantly  for  his  own  improvements.  I could  adduce 
many  cruel  instances  of  this. 

The  destitution  and  suffering  are  on  the  increase,  but  not  so  rapidly  as  I 
anticipated.  The  law  is,  however,  administered  liberally  ; all  who  can  legally 
claim  (and  some  who  cannot)  out-door  relief,  receive  it,  and  admission  to  the 
workhouse  is  never  refused.  My  great  object  is  to  obviate  the  necessity  for 
out-door  relief  to  able-bodied,  I am  so  deeply  impressed  with  its  ruinous  ten- 
dency upon  such  a population  as  this.  The  great  difficulty  and  danger  here  is 
in  relieving  a people  who  are  not  disposed  to  help  themselves,  and  the  landlord 
and  tenant  class  set  them  this  culpable  example  of  doing  nothing.  They  all 
alike  seem  ignorant  of  the  use  of  land-labour  or  capital.  Those  farmers  who 
have  money  job  in  meal,  instead  of  growing  it. 

There  is  a marked  improvement  in  the  fever  hospital, — a decrease  on  deaths 
and  admissions  to  a great  extent, — 12  deaths  during  the  week.  I acquired  some 
practical  information  from  Mr.  Phelan’s  visit,  which  enables  me  to  correct  any 
mismanagement  which  I may  observe  on  my  frequent  visits.  The  mortality 
out  of  doors  is  still  of  an  alarming  character.  I have  no  doubt,  however,  that 
the  substitution  of  rye  for  Indian  meal  in  some  divisions  has  tended  to  check 
dysentery,  one  of  its  principal  causes.  Fever  patients  out  of  doors,  owing  to  the 
popular  terror,  are  fearfully  neglected,  which  accounts  for  the  excessive  mor- 
tality. As  an  instance  of  this  neglect,  I may  mention  the  following  case,  as 
illustrating  that  of  hundreds : — A young  able-bodied  man  applied  to  me  to 
desire  the  relieving  officer  to  afford  him  relief  out  of  doors,  all  his  family  being 
stricken  down  in  fever.  I doubted  his  story,  and  went  to  his  cabin.  He  opened 
the  door,  but  refused  to  enter  with  me.  I went  in  and  found  his  wife  and  four 
children  lying  on  a wretched  pallet  of  straw,  worn  and  attenuated  skeletons, 
almost  beyond  hope  of  recovery,  a few  turf,  a small  quantity  of  musty  (uncooked; 
Indian  meal,  and  a broken  vessel  of  water,  -was  all  this  house  contained.  I 
asked  who  attended  them  ? — Her  husband.  I called  the  husband,  who  refused 
to  enter.  I went  out  and  questioned  him  how  he  attended  them?  He  replied, 
“Sure  I brings  thim  the  turf,  the  male,  and  the  -water  to  the  door  every 
mornin!,’  He,  nor  any  one  else,  had  seen  them  for  12  days!  Thus  these 
creatures  die,  or  are  brought  to  hospital  when  all  but  dead.  I dragged  this 
unnatural  vagabond  into  the  house  in  spite  of  his  entreaties  and  resistance,  and 
sent  for  the  relieving  officer  to  convey  them  to  the  hospital. 

The  relief  afforded  to  the  schools  by  the  British  Association,  now  amounting 
to  3000  daily,  is  beginning  to  be  sensibly  felt.  This  mode  of  relief  certainly 
effects  the  greatest  amount  of  good  with  the  least  amount  of  evil  or  abuse  that 
has  come  under  my  experience. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — February  26,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  in  which  you  advert  to  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  Union,  and  state  that  money  and  credit  are  exhausted,  I 
am  to  state  that  the  proper  mode  of  meeting  the  emergency  of  the  present  crisis 
is,  to  press  forward  vigorously  the  collection  of  the  rates,  and  to  make  the  rate- 
payers fully  understand  that  the  preservation  of  the  destitute  poor  of  the  Union 
from  starvation  depends  on  their  paying  the  money  due  from  them  to  the 
collectors. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  29,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
26th  instant.  In  reference  thereto,  I beg  to  state  that  I have  been  directed  to 
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apply  to  the  Board  of  Education  for  a new  schoolmaster,  which  I thought  it 
expedient  to  defer  till  after  next  Board-day  (to-morrow),  as  I have  reason  to 
suppose  some  opposition  will  be  offered  or  informality  be  alleged ; should  neither 
occur,  I will  immediately  make  the  necessary  application  through  you. 

I have  been  able  to  make  a temporary  arrangement  with  Captain  Maim  for 
supply  of  rye  meal,  or  rather  have  made  the  Guardians  do  so. 

It  requires  the  utmost  caution  in  dealing  with  such  a body  ; more  than  one 
attempt  has  been  made  to  remove  the  responsibility  to  my  shoulders  since 
funds  have  been  wanting. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners. — Dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

A verbatim  Copy  of  Resolutions  adopted  unanimously  by  the  Kilrush  Board  of 
Guardians,  on  the  1st  March,  1848. — A.  E.  K. 

Resolved, — That  we  look  upon  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
21st  instant  as  a general  censure  upon  our  acts  as  a body,  and  that  we  most 
emphatically  deny  the  charges  therein  contained. 

First.  We  beg  to  dissent  from  the  charge,  “that  the  business  of  the  meeting 
is  invariably  left  to  be  hurried  over  by  two  or  three  Guardians,  and  oftener  by 
the  Chairman  alone.”  This  allegation  we  deny;  and  we  aver  that  the  attend- 
ance on  meeting  days  has  not  been  thin  save  when  the  business  was  over,  and 
nothing  to  be  done  save  the  signing  of  the  usual  documents,  when  the  attend- 
ance of  more  than  two  Guardians  were  unnecessary. 

Second  charge,  namely,  “ that  excitement  of  electing  can  alone  insure  an 
attendance.”  Resolved, — That  this  charge  we  unequivocally  deny,  as  several 
Guardians,  with  the  Chairman,  have  invariably  attended  during  the  most 
inclement  weather  in  the  winter,  until  after  six  o’clock  at  night,  admitting 
paupers  and  endeavouring  to  mitigate  the  destitution  so  universal  in  this  Union. 

Third  charge,  “ that  the  Guardians  have  no  credit  with  the  treasurer.”  This 
charge  we  deem  premature,  as  we  have  not  required  officially  any  credit  from 
that  officer. 

Fourth  charge  we  also  repudiate,  viz.,  “the  books  of  the  relieving  officers 
being;  slurred  over,”  as  our  respected  Chairman,  Colonel  Yandeleur,  has  taken 
on  himself  this  duty  ; and  in  justice  to  him,  who  has  devoted  so  much  of  his 
valuable  time  and  industry  to  that  department,  having  given  almost  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  the  scrutiny  so  essentially  necessary  to  the  checking  of 
abuse  and  correcting  the  officers’  books,  that  we  deem  it  our  duty  in  his  absence 
to  exonerate  him  from  this  charge,  and  pronounce  our  conviction  that  this 
business  could  not  be  better  performed. 

The  next  charge,  “that  there  is  no  industrial  employment  for  the  inmates;” 
for  the  contradiction  of  this,  we  only  beg  to  say  that  14  acres  of  land  is  attached 
to  the  house ; and  from  the  debility  of  the  paupers  entering,  we  deem  that 
sufficient  employment  at  present. 

The  next  charge  is  “ the  want  of  sufficient  clothing.”  We  meet  this  charge 
by  adverting  to  the  promise  of  Captain  Kennedy,  of  getting  a supply  of  clothing 
from  the  British  Association  when  we  were  about  supplying  the  house ; in  this 
^subsequently  failed,  and  to  this  step  may  be  imputed  our  present  scanty 

The  last  charge,  namely,  “ extravagance  in  the  general  management.”  To 
meet  this  charge,  we  only  think  it  necessary  to  say,  the  cost  of  maintenance  per 
head  being  Ilia,  per  week,  being  considerably  under  any  similar  establishment, 
that  charge  is  fully  refuted. 

Remarks  of  Captain  Kennedy  on  the  accompanying  Resolutions  : — 
March  4,  1848. 

A-  This  is  the  fact  and  the  truth.  It  is  notorious,  and  can- be  proved 
on  oath  by  clerk  and  members  of  their  own  body.  I have  been  frequently 
present  when  there  were  not  a sufficient  number  of  Guardians  left  to  sign 
cheques  and  house  orders ; this  is  frequently  done  out  of  doors,  and  the  clerk 
been  obliged  to  seek  out  individual  members  to  perform  this  duty.  I have 
frequently  seen  relieving  officers’  books  signed  by  the  Chairman  after  every 
Guardian  has  left. 

-This  unequivocal  denial  is  no  proof;  the  truth'  of  my  allegation  is  a1 
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matter  of  notoriety.  On  the  very  day  to  which  my  report  referred,  the 
Guardians  (after  electing  an  inefficient  master  unanimously)  decamped,  leaving 
three  to  discuss  and  decide  important  business  arising  out  of  the  minutes  of  the 
former  meeting ; and  left  100  applicants  for  admission  and  relief  undecided 
upon,  and  unadmitted  at  half-past  six  o’clock  p.m.  ; many  of  them  having  come 
a distance  of  14  miles,  and  had  been  in  attendance  from  11  o’clock  a.m.  ! 

C.  — The  Commissioners  will  scarcely  require  proof  of  this.  It  is  still  the 
fact,  and  a most  embarrassing  one. 

D.  — The  Commissioners  are  aware  of  how  highly  I appreciate  Colonel  Van- 
deleur’s  zealous  and  efficient  services.  He  has  been  absent,  however,  for  more 
than  a month,  and  the  resolutionists  do  not  state  who  has  performed  those 
important  duties  in  his  absence. 

The  fact  is  as  I have  stated — the  relieving  officers’  books  have  been  slurred 
over.  I have  seen  the  Chairman  of  the  day,  a respected  denizen  of  Kilrush, 
commence  the  initialing  of  the  whole  books  of  the  Union  at  six  o’clock,  p.m., 
without  the  advice  or  assistance  of  a single  Guardian.  The  relieving  officers 
will  prove  this  on  oath. 

E.  — There  is  no  industrial  employment  whatever  in  the  male  department, 
not  even  mending  clothes,  till  I set  the  assistant-master  about  it  a few  days 
since.  No  trade,  no  training  of  any  kind ; that  a few  acres  of  land  lately 
attached,  and  still  almost  untouched,  can  be  called  such,  is  ridiculous. 

F.  — The  fact  I have  alleged  is  so ; Mr.  Phelan  can  confirm  it.  The  expla- 
nation is  unworthy  of  a public  body,  and  involves  a positive  misstatement.  I 
never  did,  nor  could,  have  made  the  promise  herein  stated.  I certainly  applied 
through  the  Commissioners  for  a grant  of  clothing,  and  immediately  communi- 
cated the  reply  to  the  Board,  three  months  ago. 

G— That  paupers  were  insufficiently  fed  at  1 lie?,  per  week  is  no  refutation 
of  the  charge  of  extravagance  in  the  general  management.  As  a proof  of  my 
assertion,  I only  yesterday  brought  under  notice  of  the  Board  that  they  were 
paying  the  baker  in  the  house  for  his  labour  and  service  alone  80?,  and  some 
weeks  as  high  as  at  the  rate  of  100?  per  annum.  They  are  now  paying  6c? 
per  pound  for  soft  sugar,  which  I purchase  for  4c?,  and  might  be  had  in  bulk 
for  less. 

The  tinman’s  bill  for  utensils  is  immense.  I could  adduce  a hundred 
instances  of  want  of  thrift  and  extravagant  management. 

It  will  be  observed  that  no  notice  whatever  is  taken  of  defaulting  immediate 
lessors  and  Guardians,  ex-officio  and  elective;  nor  yet  the  bad  management  of 
the  house,  or  neglect  of  the  male  school. 

I very  much  regret  being  forced  into  this  explanation,  which  the  accompany- 
ing resolutions  render  necessary. 

I cannot  believe  that  any  body  of  men  could  conscientiously  concur  in  a 
string  of  assertions  so  easily  disproved,  and  so  palpably  evasive.  Not  one, 
however,  had  the  moral  courage  to  dissent  from  them. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — March  6,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  they  intend  by  to- 
morrow’s post  to  issue  an  order  dissolving  the  Kilrush  Board  of  Guardians, 
and  the  order  will  be  accompanied  by  a letter  setting  forth  the  reasons  which 
have  induced  the  Commissioners  to  take  this  step. 

The  Commissioners,  however,  request  that  the  Guardians  will  transact 
business  as  usual  to-morro-w,  and  will  give  orders  for  the  due  relief  of  the 
destitute  for  the  ensuing  week.  It  has  appeared  to  the  Commissioners  that  the 
Kilrush  Guardians  would  probably  wish  to  receive  early  intimation  of  the 
intention  of  the  Commissioners  concerning  the  Board  of  which  the  Guardians 
are  members,  and  the  Commissioners  take  this  opportunity  of  announcing  then- 
intentions  accordingly. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians: — March  7,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  the  resolutions  passed 
bv  the  Kilrush  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  1st  instant,  together  with  tlie 
observations  of  their  Inspector,  Captain  Kennedy,  on  those  resolutions,  and 
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on  the  manner  in  which  the  Guardians  have  transacted  the  business  of  the 
Union. 

Captain  Kennedy  states  that  he  has  been  frequently  present  at  the  Board 
when  there  was  not  a sufficient  number  of  Guardians  left  to  sign  cheques  and 
house  orders ; that  this  is  frequently  done  out  of  doors,  the  clerk  being  obliged 
to  seek  out  individual  members  to  perform  the  duty ; and  that  he  has  fre- 
quently seen  relieving  officers’  books  signed  by  the  Chairman  after  every 
Guardian  had  left  the  room. 

He  further  states  that  on  the  16th  ultimo,  after  the  Board  had  elected  unani- 
mously a new  master  (whose  appointment  the  Commissioners  subsequently 
declined  to  sanction  on  account  of  his  incompetency),  the  Guardians,  with  the 
exception  of  three,  left  the  Board-room,  leaving  the  cases  of  100  applicants  for 
admission  and  relief  undecided  upon,  at  half-past  six  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
although  many  of  the  applicants  had  come  a distance  of  14  miles,  and  had 
been  in  attendance  from  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

In  connexion  with  these  facts  the  Commissioners  have  had  the  state  of  the 
Union  finances  under  their  serious  consideration.  It  appears  that  the  Guardians 
have  applied  for  permission  to  borrow  1000/.  on  the  security  of  the  rates,  at 
the  same  time  their  debts  cannot  amount  to  less  than  1500/,  and  while  their 
weekly  expenditure  is  about  400/  a- week,  the  Guardians  during  the  last  two 
months  have  not  collected  on  an  average  more  than  276/  a-week. 

Under  these  circumstances,  looking  to  the  great  destitution  which  exists  in 
Kilrush  Union,  and  to  the  steady  continuous  exertions  which  must  be  made  in 
order  to  relieve  that  destitution  adequately,  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion 
(notwithstanding  the  known  efficiency  and  valuable  services  of  individual 
Guardians,  and  especially  of  the  Chairman,  when  resident  in  the  Union,  that 
the  Board  of  Guardians  as  a corporate  body  have  failed  to  discharge  their 
duties  duly  and  effectually  according  to  the  intentions  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Act ; the  Commissioners  have  therefore  decided  to  dissolve  the  Kilrush  Board 
of  Guardians ; they  transmit  herewith  an  order  for  its  dissolution  accordingly, 
and  they  will  proceed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  to  appoint  paid  officers  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  the  Union. 


Captain  Kenned v to  the  Commissioners: — March  1,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of 
the  Kilrush  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday ; there  was  not  an  ex-officio  Guardian 
present. 

The  Guardians  did  not  meet  till  one  o’clock.  The  day  was  wasted  in  profit- 
less discussions,  and  finally  the  Board  adjourned  their  meeting  till  eleven 
o’clock  on  Friday,  3rd  March  (to-morrow). 

T^  ?urii Joly’  a gentleman  owning  property  in  the  divisions  of  Moyarta  and 
Kilballyoan,  came  before  the  Board  and  expressed  his  desire  to  provide  two- 
thirds  of  the  expense^  attendant  upon  the  emigration  of  150  pauper  tenants  on 
his. estate.  Mr.  Joly  s practical  and  reasonable  proposition  did  not  procure  him 
a single  supporter.  There  was  no  attempt  to  refute  his  reasoning.  He  showed 
the  Guardians  that  these  persons  could  not  pay  rent,  were  largely  in  arrear  and 
must  become  paupers  when  evicted,  that  their  keep  (at  the  workhouse  average) 
lor  one  year  would  amount  to  700/,  leaving  them  still  chargeable  to  the  Union, 
whereas  he  asked  but  250/  to  send  them  out  of  the  country. 

, The  rate-collectors  were  in  attendance,  and  produced  lists  of  defaulters, 
detailed  cases  of  rescue,  and  want  of  buyers  where  seizures  were  made,  &c.  &c., 
and  1 fear  left  the  Board-room  with  very  moderate  expectations  of  receiving 
either  support  or  information  from  the  Guardians. 

I explained  the  necessity  of,  and  pressed  that  immediate  and  energetic  mea- 
sures should  be  adopted.  I suggested  the  steps  that  should  be  taken,  and  those 
recommended  by  the  Commissioners. 

The  minutes  will  show  the  measures  adopted.  An  attempt  was  made  and  a 
resolution  proposed  which  had  for  its  object,  to  prevent  proceedings  being 
taken  m any  superior  court,  for  the  recovery  of  sums  not  exceeding  20/  This 
1 resisted  as  being  a cloak  for  almost  all  the  immediate  lessors  in  the  Union, 
who  are  at  present  in  default.  This  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Gibson,  and 
subsequently  withdrawn  on  my  drawing  his  attention,  and  that  of  the  Board,  to 
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the  Commissioners’ letter  of  the  21st  February.  I feel  hound  to  state  that 
I have  no  confidence  in  the  energy  or  foresight  of  the  Board.  They  state 
that  the  second  instalment  of  the  current  rate,  together  with  that  suggested  in 
the  Commissioners’  communication,  to  make  up  3s.  per  pound,  cannot  be  collected , 
and  I have  no  doubt  that  their  own  inefficiency  will  go  far  toward  verifying 
their  predictions.  I am,  however,  on  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
resources  of  the  Union,  of  a far  different  opinion.  I cannot  help  considering 
this  imprudent,  and  I believe  groundless  declaration  in  the  light  of  being  “ one 
word  for  the  ratepayers,  and  two  for  themselves.”  I believe  that  there  is  ample 
means  to  meet  a 3s.  rate,  and  that  it  can  be  readily  collected  if  the  ratepayers 
believe  and  know  that  the  Guardians  will  go  about  it  energetically  and  in 
earnest,  but  they  have  no  such  belief,  nor  have  I. 

The  Guardians  have  applied  for  permission  to  borrow  1000/.  on  security 
of  the  rates  ; this  is  a wretched  and  puerile  expedient  when  they  already  owe 
beyond  that  sum;  are  getting  in  about  150/.  per  week  with  an  expenditure 
of  400/. ! 

I have  during  the  week  scrutinized  the  out-door  relief  list  of  Killimer  divi- 
sion ; I found  a good  many  cases  here  properly  relievable  in  the  workhouse. 
The  relieving  officer  immediately  acted  upon  my  suggestions.  The  state  of  the 
workhouse  is  as  follows : — 


In  the  workhouse 

825 

In  fever  hospital 

127 

In  hired  house  . 

81 

Total 

. 1,038 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  workhouse  has  been  steadily  filling  for  some 
time,  and  is  now  full,  a sure  indication  (in  this  Union)  of  undoubted  and  in- 
creasing destitution.  I propose  a scrutiny  of  the  inmates  to-morrow,  to  ascer- 
tain what  number  can  be  legally  relieved  out  of  doors,  and  will  bring  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Guardians. 

The  mortality  has  very  much  decreased,  and  the  hospital  is  now  very 
creditably  managed.  The  mortality  out  of  doors,  however,  is  very  serious.  I 
attribute  it  principally  to  bad  and  insufficient  food  among  a class  above  paupers. 
I know  that  a description  of  Indian  meal,  hardly  fit  for  human  food,  is  retailed 
at  an  immense  profit  through  the  Union,  and  that  the  retailers  have  realized 
very  large  sums.  I have  made  a suggestion  to  the  Guardians  that  they  should 
establish  retail  depots  in  their  respective  neighbourhoods  under  their  own 
superintendence,  and  give  the  people  sound  and  wholesome  food,  which  they 
can  obtain  from  the  Commissariat  store.  The  poor  could  thus  have  sound  rye 
meal  for  9i d.  per  stone,  where  they  are  now  paying  14 d.  and  15tf.  for  damaged 
Indian  meal.  I despair  of  this  suggestion  being  adopted,  as  too  many  of  the 
Guardians  are  interested  in  the  present  state  of  things. 

Though  we  have  had  a liberal  grant  lately  from  the  British  Association, 
I would  earnestly  ask  for  a grant  of  rye  meal  for  out-door  relief  purposes. 
This  food  cannot  be  had  elsewhere  than  at  the  Government  store,  and  Captain 
Mann  cannot  issue  without  cash  payment.  We  will  thus,  in  the  present  state 
of  our  finances,  be  forced  back  upon  the  old  Indian  meal  contractors,  who  will 
take  advantage  of  the  Union’s  necessities,  charge  a ruinous  price,  and  poison  the 
people  with  unsound  food. 

I have  no  doubt  of  the  very  beneficial  effect  of  the  rye  meal  in  checking 
dysentery  in  those  divisions  where  it  has  been  adopted.  The  beneficial  effects 
of  the  rye  bread  rations  upon  the  school  children,  I cannot  overrate.  This 
charity  will  save  the  lives  of  thousands. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  9,  1848. 

Most  of  the  points  adverted  to  in  your  report,  are  either  disposed  of  by 
the  subsequent  dissolution  of  the  Board,  or  should  be  brought  by  you  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Vice-Guardians  when  appointed,  which  will  be  at  the 
earliest  possible  period. 

As  regards  your  suggestion  for  the  establishing  of  retail  depots  for  the  sale  of 
rye  meal,  the  Commissioners  deem  it  right  to  state  that  however  desirable  such 
depots  may  be,  the  Commissioners  do  not  think  that  the  Guardians  in  their 
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public  capacity,  could  properly  act  upon  your  suggestion,  and  they  mention 
this  subject  now,  lest  you  should  repeat  the  suggestion  to  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians. 

In  reference  to  your  request  for  a grant  of  rye  meal  for  out-door  relief 
purposes,  the  Commissioners  feel  it  necessary  to  decline  making  application 
for  such  a grant,  and  they  can  only  refer  you  to  their  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo, 
in  which  they  state  that  the  proper  mode  of  meeting  the  emergency  of  the 
present  crisis,  is  to  press  forward  vigorously  the  collection  of  the  rates,  and  to 
make  the  ratepayers  fully  understand  that  the  preservation  of  the  destitute  poor 
of  the  Union  from  starvation,  depends  on  their  paying  the  money  due  from 
them  to  the  collectors. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  9,  1848. 

I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Kilrush  Board  of  Guardians 
yesterday,  and  have  the  honour  to  refer  you  to  the  minutes  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

There  was  a very  full  attendance,  as  the  elections  for  the  offices  of  solicitor 
and  relieving  officers  were  expected  to  take  place. 

The  sealed  order  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Board,  together  with  the  Com- 
missioners’ letter  stating  their  reasons  for  adopting  this  course,  were  read, 
and  elicited  but  few  remarks ; there  was  indeed  little  to  be  said ; the 
reasons  assigned  by  the  Commissioners  were  sufficient,  and  could  not  be  con- 
troverted. 

I have  no  doubt  that  some  resolutions  or  remonstrance  may  be  adopted  out 
of  doors,  when  they  have  received  the  necessary  assistance.  Should  circum- 
stances require  it,  I can  readily  adduce  many  more  instances  of  failure  and 
neglect,  to  justify  the  course  which  the  Commissioners  have  adopted. 

I have  secured  a supply  of  food  for  the  ensuing  week ; and  I am  free  from 
any  serious  or  pressing  embarrassment  till  the  Commissioners  have  time  to 
appoint  Vice-Guardians.  An  immediate  loan  (of  say  2000/.)  on  security  of 
the  rates  will  be  necessary  to  establish  credit,  and  work  the  Union  efficiently. 
There  are  numerous  and  serious  difficulties  to  be  overcome  and  obviated,  but 
with  prudent  and  energetic  management,  I have  no  fears  for  the  result.  The 
difficulty  of  my  own  position,  heretofore,  has  been  very  great,  and  I hope  now 
to  see  matters  take  a very  different  complexion.  I know  that  there  is  a strong 
feeling  among  the  more  intelligent  and  respectable  ratepayers  in  favour  of  Vice- 
Guardians.  They  are  generally  aware  that  I have  effected  large  savings  in  the 
Union  expenditure,  and  they  anticipate  economical  and  efficient  management 
under  Vice- Guardians. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  resolution  in  favour  of  a new  rate  was  rescinded. 
I thought  it  needless  to  oppose  this  course,  which  I saw  the  Board  determined 
to  carry.  The  second  instalment  of  the  current  rate,  however,  was  ordered  to 
be  put  in  collection  forthwith , and  can  be  proceeded  with  while  the  Vice- 
Guardians  are  preparing  the  new  books. 

The  collectors  are  doing  their  duty  more  energetically,  and  only  want  to  be 
stimulated  and  supported  to  perform  it  efficiently. 

The  house,  under  Mr.  Pat  Kelly’s  mismanagement  and  his  father’s  (the  late 
master)  continued  interference,  is  in  a very  unsatisfactory  state  as  regards 
discipline,  regularity,  and  economy.  I will,  however,  have  this  speedily 
rectified.  The  assistant  master  is  quite  competent  to  take  charge  till  the 
arrival  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 

The  mortality  has  decreased  nearly  one-half,  and  the  infirmary  is  much 
better  managed.  The  fever  hospital  too  is  very  much  better  regulated,  though 
I regret  to  say  the  very  efficient  matron,  Mrs.  Smith,  is  stricken  down  in  fever. 
I saw  her  yesterday,  and  much  fear  that  she  is  in  a precarious  way.  There 
have  been  some  very  malignant  cases  admitted  this  week.  Dr.  O’Donnel 
continues  to  perform  the  medical  duties  unassisted,  and  I think  creditably, 
certainly  most  zealously. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing:— March  13,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  financial  state  of  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  will 
await  the  arrival  at  Kilrush  of  the  new  Vice-Guardians. 
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The  Commissioners  certainly  trust  that  Kilrush  Union  will  be  able  to  obtain 
a loan  from  their  treasurer,  in  order  to  enable  the  Guardians  to  administer 
relief  effectually  during  the  interval  before  the  new  rates  are  collected. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  10,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  a letter  from  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
Commissariat  store  at  Kilrush. 

Rye  meal  has  been  adopted  for  out-door  relief  as  well  as  workhouse  consump- 
tion, and  a supply  of  this  food  cannot  be  had  from  any  other  quarter. 

If  Captain  Mann  were  permitted  to  give  us  one  fortnight’s  credit,  till  the 
Vice-Guardians  raise  funds,  it  would  obviate  a very  serious  embarrassment. 

Enclosure. 

Captain  Mann  to  Captain  Kennedy  : — March  10,  1848. 

I am  fully  alive  to  your  position  in  consequence  of  the  intended  dissolution  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  and  also  that  to  refuse  for  this  week  the  issue  of  sufficient  provisions  from  the 
Government  depot  to  cover  the  demands  for  out-door  relief  might  produce  very  embarrassing 
if  not  serious  results ; but  my  instructions  are  so  stringent  as  to  cash  payments  for  all  issues* 
that  in  order  to  place  the  matter  on  a proper  understanding  I feel  it  is  quite  necessary  that 
you  should  refer  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  in  time  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  the  issue  of  provisions  that  will  be  required  next  Wednesday,  the  15th  instant.  At  this 
moment  I hold  a cheque  for  197Z.  from  the  Guardians,  which  is  promised  to  be  paid  on  that 
day ; and  beside  that  there  will  be  then  a further  debt  of  about,  if  not  over,  200 1. ; and  with 
every  wish  to  assist  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  issue  further  unless 
arrangements  are  made  between  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  and  Commissary-General  Sir 
R.  Roulh,  and  instructions  sent  to  me  to  what  effect  they  are;  and  fully  impressed  how  im- 
portant and  absolutely  necessary  it.  is  that  such  should  be  made,  I do  request  you  will  apply 
at  once,  and  in  time  to  have,  a reply  by  next  Wednesday’s  post. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  14,  1848. 

Adverting  to  your  letter  relative  to  the  supply  of  rye-meal  for  the  use 
of  the  paupers  of  Kilrush  Union,  I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners 
have  applied  to  Count  Strzelecki  for  an  advance  of  200/.  for  the  purpose. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  10,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th 

instant. 

In  reference  to  that  paragraph  relating  to  the  establishment  of  retail  depots 
for  the  sale  of  rye  meal,  I beg  to  explain  that  I wished  the  late  Guardians  to 
undertake  that  measure  in  their  individual  and  private  capacity  in  their  respec- 
tive localities,  as  it  entailed  neither  re-issue  or  outlay. 

The  poor  in  several  districts,  either  owing  to  combination  or  want  of  com- 
petition, are  plundered  by  the  meal  jobbers  and  poisoned  with  damaged  food. 
To  remedy  these  evils  I wished  the  Guardians  to  make  individual  exertions  to 
save  many  from  the  workhouse  or  relief  list.  There  are  no  resident  gentry  to 
protect  the  poor  in  a great  part  of  the  Union. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners: — March  16,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  first  meeting  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  for  this  Union  was  held  yesterday.  I had  the  advantage  of  Mr. 
Meagher’s  assistance,  and  was  occupied  in  the  Board-room  from  1 1 o’clock  a.m., 
till  8 o’clock  p.m. 

We  admitted  a considerable  number  of  paupers,  among  whom  were  some  of 
the  most  appalling  cases  of  destitution  and  suffering  it  has  ever  been  my  lot 
to  witness.  The  state  of  most  of  these  wretched  creatures  is  traceable  to  the 
numerous  evictions  which  have  lately  taken  place  in  the  Union.  When  driven 
from  their  cabins  they  betake  themselves  to  the  ditches  or  the  shelter  of  some 
bank,  and  there  exist  like  animals  till  starvation  or  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  drives  them  to  the  workhouse.  There  were  three  cart-loads  of  these 
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creatures,  who  could  not  walk,  brought  for  admission  yesterday,  some  in  fever, 
some  suffering  from  dysentery,  and  all  from  want  oi  food.  They  were  imme- 
diately handed  over  to  the  medical  officer,  and  provided  with  nourishment.  I 
leave  no  effort  untried  to  mitigate  their  miseries.  I encourage  and  invite  visits 
and  inspection  of  the  workhouse,  to  demonstrate  the  utter  groundlessness  of 
the  prejudice  against  it. 

The  late  Guardians  have  left  us  a very  formidable  task  ; our  only  serious  or 
pressing  embarrassment,  however,  is  want  of  funds. 

The  description  of  food  issued  for  out-door  relief  (rye  meal)  can  only  be  pro- 
cured from  the  Government  store,  and  Captain  Mann  is  positively  ordered  not 
to  issue  without  cash,  and  has  stopped  our  supplies.  The  old  contractors,  even 
if  we  had  recourse  to  them,  would  not  give  us  supplies  till  their  outstanding 
claims  against  us  are  paid.  All  those  receiving  out-door  relief  are  only  rationed 
to  Monday  next.  The  treasurer  is  absent,  and  till  his  return  on  Saturday  I 
cannot  ascertain  whether  he  will  make  any  temporary  advance  to  enable  us  to 
procure  the  week’s  supply.  Should  he  decline  doing  so  our  position  will  be 
most  embarrassing. 

We  had  the  rate  collectors  before  us  yesterday,  and  have  taken  and  are  about 
to  take  energetic  steps  to  enforce  the  immediate  payment  of  the  outstanding 
rate.  We  cannot  for  some  weeks  hope  to  have  sufficient  funds  to  meet  our 
liabilities  and  current  expenditure.  I can  see  no  escape  from  our  immediate 
difficulties  except  by  means  of  a loan  (of  say  2000/.),  and  I would  beg  the 
Commissioners’  sanction  to  this  course  to  enable  us  to  start  fairly. 

I propose  forwarding  a list  of  immediate  lessors  who  are  in  default,  with  the 
view  to  obtaining  the  Commissioners’  sanction  to  proceed  against  them  in  the 
Superior  Courts.  Some  of  these  gentlemen  (being  also  late  ex  officio  Guar- 
dians) are  setting  a most  pernicious  example. 

Though  our  relief  lists  are  not  seriously  increased  since  last  week,  destitution 
is  certainly  on  the  increase,  and  I anticipate  a very  considerable  addition  after 
the  25th  March,  when  there  will  be  more  wholesale  evictions.  Whole  tracts 
of  country  are  about  being  cleared,  and  the  tenants  under  notice  to  quit  on  that 
day. 

I completed  the  scrutiny  of  the  Union  with  Kilfiddaan  division  this  week, 
and  regret  to  say  that  I found  numerous  cases  of  abuse — some  having  land, 
some  able-bodied,  and  many  long  since  dead,  still  on  the  relief  list  and  relief 
issued  for  them — the  whole  list  betraying  carelessness  and  inefficiency.  The 
relieving  officer,  Mr.  M‘Namara,  is  very  young,  and  above  his  business.  I 
would  recommend  his  immediate  removal.  The  expenditure  in  his  division 
has  been  very  extravagant,  and  I have  reason  to  believe  he  is  a mere  tool  in  the 
hands  of  irresponsible  persons. 

The  appointment  ol  a medical  officer  and  a second  relieving  officer  for 
Moyarta  district  was  postponed  till  next  week,  having  made  temporary  arrange- 
ment for  performance  of  the  duties. 

The  workhouse  is  within  the  last  week  very  much  improved  in  cleanliness 
and  discipline.  The  assistant  master,  when  unobstructed,  has  shown  himself 
to  be  quite  competent  to  the  management  of  the  house  in  every  department. 
He  is  intelligent  systematic,  and  a good  disciplinarian. 

The  fever  hospital  is  very  creditably  managed,  and  the  mortality  much 
decreased.  The  matron,  I am  happy  to  say,  is  recovering.  I give  my  constant 
attention  to  this  part  of  the  establishment,  and  make  a minute  inspection  of  it 
two  or  three  times  a-week. 

. There  is  little  or  no  agricultural  progress,  and  no  employment  for  the  labour- 
ing class.  I have  no  doubt  that  a large  portion  of  the  Union  will  remain 
uncultivated,  the  land  wasted  by  a succession  of  corn  crops,  and  the  occupiers 
without  means  or  manure  to  put  in  any  other. 

The  Commissioners  instruction  relative  to  the  striking  of  a new  rate  will  be 
considered  by  Mr.  Meagher  and  myself  to-morrow,  and  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Meagher  thinks  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  report  this  week. 

I he  number  of  destitute  children  (about  4000),  rationed  by  the  British 
Association,  is  a very  great  relief  to  the  Union.  I regret  to  say  that  the  masters 
oi  schools  have  in  many  cases  turned  this  bounty  to  their  own  personal  profit, 
exacting  weekly  payments  from  the  children.  I have  reported  this  to  the 
secretary. 

The  members  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  have  signally  failed  in  getting 
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up  any  demonstration.  There  is  a strong  popular  belief  in  their  inefficiency 
and  mismanagement ; and  many  of  their  own  body  see  the  necessity  and  pro- 
priety  of  the  Commissioners’  decision.  I have  no  doubt  whatever  that  many 
of  them  were  concerned  and  interested  in  the  various  contracts.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  reports  I have  made  upon  them  as  a body,  I confidently  reckon  upon 
the  personal  support  of  the  great  majority  of  them. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  20,  1848. 

With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  the 
financial  position  of  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  trust  that  the  Vice-Guardians 
may  be  enabled  with  the  sum  of  200/.,  which  has  been  remitted  from  the  funds 
of  the  British  Association,  to  provide  for  the  immediate  wants  of  the  destitute 
poor.  . 

The  Commissioners  observe  by  the  last  Minutes  that  the  balance  in  lavour 
of  the  Guardians  was  167/.,  and  that  a sum  of  8164/.  remained  to  be  collected; 
and  theCommissioners  trust  that  by  energetic  measures  on  the  part  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  a sufficient  amount  may  be  collected  weekly  to  meet  the  current 
expenditure.  The  Commissioners,  however,  will  readily  sanction  a loan  from 
the  treasurer,  as  proposed;  and  they  will  endeavour  to  obtain  authority  to 
guarantee  the  payment  of  interest  on  such  loan  for  a limited  period.  _ , 

With  regard  to  your  remarks  respecting  Mr.  M'Namara,  one  of  the  relieving 
officers,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will 
report  the  specific  instances  of  misconduct  which  have  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  relieving  officer  is  ignorant,  and  above  his  business,  and  otherwise  unfit 
for  his  office.  The  Commissioners  are  unwilling  to  remove  an  officer  on  general 
grounds  only.  . 

With  reference  to  your  statement  that  the  masters  of  the  national  schools 
turn  the  bounty  of  the  British  Association  to  their  own  profit,  I am  to  state  that 
the  Commissioners  presume  that  you  have  communicated  on  this  subject  with 
Count  Strzelecki. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  -—March  19,  1848. 

I procured  the  adoption  of  rye  meal  for  out-door  relief  purposes  in  this 
Union,  a considerable  time  ago.  It  has  effected  a saving  of  about  8000/.  per  annum 
on  the  present  expenditure.  It  is  popular  with  all  save  meal  dealers,  and  has  had 
the  effect  of  checking  dysentery  to  a great  extent.  I would  approve  of  and 
recommend  jts  being  issued  in  bread,  had  we  any  able-bodied  receiving  out-door 

I issued  22,000  lbs.  of  this  bread  to  school-children  last  week.  When  well 
made,  it  is  a very  palatable,  strong,  and  wholesome  food.  The.  weekly  ration  of 
7 lbs.  costs  4£ d.  I bake  and  issue  22,000  rations  weekly,  with  only  one  paid 
assistant  at  20s.  per  week. 

I give  1 lb.  of  bread  to  all  children  between  five  and  fourteen  years.  I found 
that  attempting  to  classify  them  induced  lying,  imposture,  and  abuse. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners: — March  23,  1848. 

The  receipt  of  the  grant  of  200/.  did  assist  in  relieving  us  from  a very 
serious  embarrassment : our  weekly  expenditure  was,  however,  double  that  sum. 
The  167/.  appearing  to  our  credit  was  merely  nominal,  as  Captain  Mann  held  a 
cheque  for  280/.  We  shall  have  a sufficient  supply  of  Indian  corn  (a  grant 
received  by  the  Union  some  time  ago)  to  meet  the  next  week’s  expenditure  for 
out-door  relief.  _ _ . . 

The  treasurer  will  not  entertain  the  question  of  a loan  till  the  Commissioners 
sanction  is  first  had.  As  he  must  transmit  it  to  his  directors  in  London,  I would 
beo-  for  this  sanction  as  soon  as  possible. 

'With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  letter  relating  to  my  report  of  Mr. 
M'Namara,  relieving  officer,  I beg  to  state  the  following  instances  of  neglect,  if 
nothing  more : — Norry  Carney,  No;  17  in  his  Application  and  Report  Book,  I 
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found  described  as  a widow  with  children  dependent  upon  her.  I subsequently 
found  that  she  was  a loose  woman  with  illegitimate  children.  She  was  entered 
twice  in  his  books,  and  received  relief  in  both  cases  amounting  to  4$.  a-week  for 
eleven  weeks,  though  never  sanctioned  by  or  initialed  by  chairman  or  anybody 
else.  A reference  to  the  minutes  of  yesterday’s  sitting  will  show  that  I ordered 
the  amount  to  be  charged  against  him. 

There  are  four  or  five  cases  of  relief  being  continued  to  deceased  persons  which 
I discovered  on  a scrutiny,  and  all  attended  like  the  first  mentioned,  with  more  or 
less  suspicion.  These  cases  I have  noted  as  the  following  numbers  in  his  book, 
though  two  of  the  numbers  have  been  explained. 

No.  83,  Margaret  M'Mahon,  got  relief  to  14tli  March,  though  dead  a month 
before. 

No.  85,  similar. 

No.  159,  Jane  Pinder,  ditto, 

No.  168,  No.  176,  No.  181,  ditto. 

His  general  ignorance  of  the  state  of  his  district,  and  want  of  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  people  getting  relief,  led  me  to  believe  him  to  be  either  incapable  or 
careless.  I think  he  is  both. 

He  was  giving  relief  to  a number  of  able-bodied,  who  were  certainly  authorized 
by  the  chairman’s  initials,  but  who  should  never  have  been  proposed  for  out-door 
relief,  and  whose  cases  the  chairman  must  have  initialed  on  the  relieving  officer’s 
representation.  I cannot  refer  to  the  numbers  of  these  cases  without  reference  to 
his  Application  and  Report  Book. 

I think  there  was  fully  15  per  cent,  of  Mr.  M‘Namara’s  cases  improperly 
placed  on  out-door  relief:  able-bodied,  widows  with  but  one  child  deserted  women 
with  able-bodied  husbands,  aged  persons  whose  children  could  well  support 
them,  &c. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March 28,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the'^Commissioners  approve  of  the  proposed  loan  of 
2000/.  from  the  treasurer ; and  on  being  informed  of  the  period  for  which  it  is 
required,  and  the  rate  of  interest  proposed  (which  the  Commissioners  think  should 
not  exceed  5 per  cent.),  the  Commissioners  will  make  application  for  authority  to 
guarantee  the  payment  of  interest. 

As  regards  the  instances  of  neglect  detailed  by  you  against  Mr.  M'Namara,  one 
of  the.  relieving  officers,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  call  upon  him 
to  resign  his  situation  as  relieving  officer  in  Kilrush  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Kennedy  : — March  23,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  copy 
of  an  extract  from  a constabulary  report  which  has  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
missioners, reporting  the  verdict  of  an  inquest  held  pn  the  body  of  Mary  O’Brien, 
who  died  in  the  Kilrush  workhouse,  and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  report  on  the  circumstances  of  this  case. 

Enclosure. 


Extract  from  Constabulary  Report  referred  to. 

County  Clare. 

Kilrush,  March  16,  1848. 

Copy  of  verdict  of  an  inquest  held  on  the  body  of  Mary  O’Brien. 

That  deceased  died  in  the  workhouse  of  Kilrush  on  the  13tli  instant,  from  the  effects  of  cold 
and  starvation. 


Inspector  General, 
Sfc. 


Wm.  Channer,  S.  I- 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners,  in  reply : — March  26,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  23rd 
instant,  enclosing  copy  of  an  extract  from  constabulary  report,  and  verdict  of 
coroners  jury,  touching  the  death  of  Mary  O’Brien,  who  died  in  the  Kilrush 
workhouse  on  the  13th  instant. 
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I have  no  doubt  that  the  verdict  is  in  accordance  with  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  which  are  as  follows : — Mary  O’Brien  was  a single  woman  of  about  35 
years  of  age,  having  one  illegitimate  child ; she  lived  with  her  sister  (also  a 
single  woman)  in  Kilmurry  division;  they  were  destitute,  and  applied  for  relief 
about  Christmas  last ; the  relieving  officer  offered  them  admission  to  the  work- 
house,  which  one  sister  availed  herself  of ; the  deceased,  however,  refused. 

On  the  12th  instant  she  was  taken  ill  (and  as  is  customary  here)  was  imme- 
diately turned  out  of  her  wretched  lodging  ; she  remained  the  whole  of  that  night 
under  shelter  (?)  of  an  old  graveyard  wall.  When  found  by  the  relieving  officer, 
she  was  supplied  with  food,  and  conveyed  to  the  workhouse — but  too  late,  as  she 
expired  in  fifteen  minutes  after  being  taken  in.  There  is  no  blame  attributable 
to  any  officer  of  the  Union. 

The  inhuman  conduct  of  the  poor  towards  each  other,  when  stricken  by  fever 
or  dysentery,  is  incredible;  I found  a wretched  woman  lying  in  the  street  of 
Kilmurry  village  two  days  since,  under  circumstances  similar  to  those  of  Mary 
O’Brien ; no  one  would  admit  or  even  touch  her,  such  is  the  popular  dread  of 
fever ; I was  obliged  to  assist  the  poor  woman  myself,  and  had  her  conveyed  to 
the  workhouse,  where  I fear  she  will  die. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  23,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  21st  February,  addressed  to  the  late  Board 
of  Guardians  of  this  Union,  I have  the  honour  to  make  the  following  observa- 
tions : — 

The  number  of  changes  in  this  Union,  on  and  after  the  25th  March,  will  be 
so  great,  that  the  preparation  of  books  for  a new  rate  till  after  that  period  would 
lead  to  endless  confusion  : 6000  notices  to  quit  were  served  in  the  Union,  and  a 
large  portion  of  these  will  be  enforced  ; whole  tracts  are  being  newly  divided  and 
re-let  in  larger  holdings,  so  that  a revision  after  the  1st  of  April  will  be  much 
facilitated. 

The  appeals  are  so  numerous  that  very  considerable  delay  must  occur  before  the 
books  for  a new  rate  can  be  prepared,  and  delaying  the  collection  of  the  second 
instalment  of  the  rate  in  process  of  collection  till  they  were  prepared,  would  leave 
the  Union  without  funds.  I would,  therefore,  propose  urging  the  collection  of 
the  second  instalment,  while  the  books  lor  the  new  rate  are  being  prepared. 

The  present  rate-books  are  very  inaccurate,  and  have  given  rise  to  endless 
disputes  and  delays.  If  the  making  out  fresh  ones  be  delayed  till  after  the  1st  of 
April,  it  can  be  properly  done. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  27,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  object  to  the  preparation  of 
the  books  until  after  the  1st  April.  The  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that  every 
effort  will  be  made,  pending  the  preparation  of  the  new  books,  to  collect  the  out- 
standing rate  as  closely  as  possible,  and  to  have  the  arrear  carried  forward  into  the 
new  books,  and  the  new  rate  put  into  collection  at  the  earliest  possible  period. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  23,  1848. 

The  Vice-Guardians  held  their  weekly  meeting  for  the  transaction  of 
business  and  admission  of  paupers  yesterday.  I was  occupied,  assisted  by  Mr. 
Meagher,  from  1 1 o clock  a.m.  till  8 o’clock  p.m.  The  irregularity  and  want  of 
system  which  have  hitherto  prevailed  in  every  branch  of  the  Union  and  work- 
house  management,  oblige  us  to  proceed  with  the  greatest  caution  and  circum- 
spection. 

A considerable  portion  of  our  time  was  taken  up  in  the  examination  and 
admission  of  paupers  ; many  who  had  been  before  decided  upon  came  forward  in 
the  hope  of  passing  or  imposing  upon  the  new  Guardians. 

Among  those  who  were  admitted  (to  the  number  of  about  90),  were  some  of 
the  worst  cases  I have  seen,  especially  among  the  children ; the  utter  carelessness 
and  indifference  of  the  parents  are  fearful.  When  worn  down  by  disease  and 
starvation,  they  are  brought  to  the  workhouse  to  die.  I would  beg  to  direct  the 
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Commissioners’  attention  to  a communication  from  the  medical  officer,  attached  to 
‘the  minutes,  relative  to  some  of  these  cases. 

The  state  of  the  house  is  as  follows : — 

In  workhouse  . 1067 

In  auxiliary  house  ...  66 

In  fever  hospital  . • • 

Total  . . .1218 

To  this  may  be  added  about  90  admitted  yesterday.  There  are,  however, 
about  the  latter  number  in  the  house,  of  classes  who  may  be  legally  relieved  out  of 
doors,  and  who  will  be  discharged  on  out-door  relief  during  the  week,  liiere 
have  been  11  admissions  to  the  fever  hospital  since  the  above  return,  making  the 
present  total  96.  The  general  state  of  the  house  is  much  improved  m order  and 
cleanliness,  though  I regret  to  say  that  disease  is  upon  [the  increase,  especially 
dysentery.  It  is  my  opinion  that  a separate  tenement  or  hospital  should  be 
established  for  this  class  of  patients  apart  from  the  workhouse  premises.  Many 
are  brought  to  the  workhouse  in  the  last  stage  of  this  malady,  and  when  recovery 
is  altogether  hopeless.  This  disease  is  making  fearful  ravages  throughout  the 
Union.  However  incredible  it  may  appear,  it  is  very  generally  believed  by  these 
benighted  creatures,  that  salt  herrings  are  among  the  best  remedies,  and  one  very 
generally  adopted ! 

I would  beg  to  direct  the  Commissioners’  attention  to  the  medical  destitution  oi 
some  parts  of  this  Union  where  disease  is  most  rife.  From  Kilkee  to  Loophead, 
there  is  not  a single  resident  medical  man,  a distance  oi  20  miles,  and  a population 
of  14,000.  There  is  a nominal  dispensary  at  Carigaholt,  where  a medical 
gentleman  from  Kilkee  satisfies  his  conscience  by  attending  once  a week  lor  an 
hour  or  two. 

In  the  opposite  direction  from  Kilkee  to  Miltown  Malbay,  a distance  of  20 
miles,  with  a wretched  population  of  15,000  or  16,000,  there  is  not  a medical 
man,  and  only  one  nominal  dispensary  at  Doonbeg.  The  medical  gentleman  in 
charge  of  this  has  given  up  attending,  as  he  receives  no  remuneration.  The 
wretched  and  ignorant  creatures  in  these  localities  when  stricken  with  fever  or 
dysentery,  adopt  the  popular  remedies  of  glauber  salts  or  salt  herrings,  and  when 
these  have  produced  their  natural  results,  the  victims  are  brought  to  swell  the 
mortality  of  the  workhouse. 

The  number  on  the  out-door  relief  list  is  12,603.  I exert  myself  to  the 
utmost,  and  avail  myself  of  ever}'  source  of  information  to  detect  fraud  or 
imposition,  and  keep  this  list  within  moderate  bounds;  any  case  admitting 
of  a doubt  is  tested  with  the  workhouse.  I fear,  however,  that  we  must  be 
prepared  for  a considerable  increase  after  the  25th  March,  consequent  upon 
extensive  evictions. 

Whole  districts  are  being  cleared  and  re-let  in  larger  holdings.  These 
measures,  though  productive  of  immediate  suffering,  will  eventually  aid  the 
working  of  the  law,  and  facilitate  the  collection  of  rales. 

Many  of  those  evicted  are  deserting  their  families,  some  going  to  America,  and 
some  in  search  of  employment.  I have  every  reason  to  anticipate  a very  great 
increase  of  this  class  within  a short  period.  If  they  are  all  brought  iuto  the 
workhouse,  it  will  soon  be  converted  into  one  vast  nursery;  aud  if  relieved  out,  it 
would  encourage  and  increase  the  evil  to  an  unmanageable  extent.  Relief,  I find, 
was  extended  to  this  class  last  year  under  the  Relief  Act ; and  I find,  from 
personal  inquiry,  that  many  expect  it  this  spring. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  collectors  are  bringing  in  more  money.  I ordered 
them  to  call  for  both  first  and  second  instalments  of  the  rate  in  process  of  col- 
lection from  all  defaulters,  before  they  collected  the  second  instalment  from  those 
who  have  paid  the  first 

Lists  of  defaulters  are  being  made  out  for  the  purpose  of  being  handed  to  a 
solicitor.  I have  made  the  striking  of  a new  rate  the  subject  of  a separate  com- 
munication. 

I would  beg  the  Commissioners’  earnest  consideration  to  the  subject  of  a loan 
to  pay  off  the  liabilities.  I cannot  see  any  other  escape  from  our  present  embar- 
rassment ; the  Union  creditors  are  most  importunate,  and  many  of  them  are  small 
traders,  upon  whom  it  is  a great  hardship.  Want  of  credit  also  prevents  any 
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contract  being  entered  into  on  favourable  terms.  A vast  reformation  is  necessary- 
in  all  matters  of  detail,  and  workhouse  management ; and  the  financial  affairs  of 
the  Union  have  been  managed  in  such  a loose  manner,  that  I am  apprehensive  of 
worse  than  irregularities  coming  to  light.  I have  deferred  entering  much  into 
this  matter  till  Mr.  Kelly’s  arrival.  I am  desirous  that  the  Vice-Guardians 
should  begin  from  the  beginning.  Everything  requires  strict  scrutiny  and  re- 
organization. I can  give  them  such  assistance  and  information  as  will  enable 
them  to  put  the  management  of  the  Union  on  a creditable  footing.  Industry, 
honesty,  and  perseverance,  will  bring  them  through  all  their  difficulties,  as 
popular  feeling  is  strong  in  their  favour. 

I have  given  much  personal  attention  to  the  fever  hospital,  and  1 trust  the 
general  management  has  not  suffered  much  from  the  loss  of  the  matron’s  services ; 
she  is  progressing  towards  recovery. 

The  general  state  of  the  Union  is  little  changed  from  what  I have  latterly 
described  it ; disease,  suffering,  and  mortality,  are  not  abated.  The  apathy  of 
all  for  the  sufferings  of  the  poor  is  indescribable ; disease,  death,  and  coffinless 
burials,  are  unheeded.  1 endeavour  to  mitigate  the  suffering  to  the  utmost  extent 
the  law  will  permit.  The  workhouse  now  creditably  managed,  is  open  to  all,  and 
urgent  cases  admitted  at  any  time.  I see  that  the  relieving  officers  do  their  duty 
fairly  and  creditably,  but  while  these  masses  of  ignorant  improvident  creatures  are 
left  to  the  care  of  the  law  alone,  they  must  suffer  and  die. 

Many  of  the  proprietors,  both  resident  and  absentee,  are  deeply  responsible  and 
culpable. 

Some  little  activity  is  observable  in  agricultural  matters,  but  their  efforts  are 
painful  to  contemplate. 

Employment  or  wages  there  is  none  ; the  heavy  rains  that  have  fallen  retard 
everything. 

I gave  out  24,000  rations  to  school  children  last  week,  with  but  one  assistant 
at  20^.  per  week. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  27,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  remarks  regarding  the  medical  destitution  existing 
in  certain  parts  of  the  Union,  I am  to  state,  that  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
mentioned  by  you,  the  Commissioners  will  sanction  the  appointment  of  a medical 
officer  or  medical  officers  for  the  Union,  under  the  5th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Extension  Act.  The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
report  as  to  the  precise  districts  for  which  such  appointment  should  be  madeand 
the  salary  which  should  be  offered. 

As  regards  your  observations  on  the  general  state  of  the  Union,  I am  to  state, 
that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Commissioners  that  such  complete  and  systematic 
arrangements  for  relief  should  be  made  over  the  whole  Union,  that  no  person 
legally  entitled  to  relief  should  be  permitted  to  perish  from  starvation. 

'The  machinery  of  the  Poor  Law  is  elastic,  and  the  Vice-Guardians  will  have 
it  in  their  power  to  appoint  as  many  relieving  officers,  and  establish  as  many  relief 
stations  as  the  exigencies  of  the  Union  require.  The  Commissioners  rely  on  your 
co-operating  with  the  Guardians  to  carry  out  arrangements  in  conformity  with  the 
Commissioners’  views  on  this  subject. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  27,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  I have  the  honour  to 
inform  you  that  Doctor  Thomas  O’Donnell  will  be  formally  appointed  as  medical 
officer  to  the  workhouse  on  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  subject 
to  the  Commissioners’  approval.  His  untiring  attention  and  attendance  (being 
seldom  out  of  the  workhouse)  upon  the  poor  and  suffering,  has  certainly  won  my 
sympathy. 

With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  a resident  apothecary,  I expect  to  secure  the 
services  of  such  an  officer  at  a salary  of  30Z.  per  annum  and  officer’s  rations.  The 
office  of  assistant  master  will  be  abolished,  and  his  apartments  are  good  enough  for 
anybody,  much  better  than  those  of  a subaltern  in  the  army,  and  could  be  thus 
appropriated  without  expense  or  inconvenience.  I do  not  think  such  an  appoint- 
ment would  be  objectionable  where  there  are  Vice-Guardians,  under  whose  constant 
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supervision  and  control  such,  an  officer  will  be.  I will  bring  the  matter  formally 
under  the  Commissioners’  notice  at  the  next  weekly  meeting. 

The  changes  in  the  dietary  and  out-door  relief  will  be  ordered  on  next  day  of 
meeting. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners: — March  28,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  Kilrush  workhouse  contained 
two  above  the  authorized  number  on  yesterday.  This  rapid  filling  is  attributable 
to  the  numerous  evictions  on  the  25th  instant,  and  demolition  of  cabins. 

To  meet  the  emergency  I immediately  proceeded  with  Mr.  Meagher,  Vice- 
Guardian,  and  selected  50  cases  for  discharge,  principally  widows  with  one  child 
dependent,  and  some  elderly  widows  without  any.  I anticipate  a considerable 
pressure  during  the  next  fortnight.  Cabins  are  being  thrown  down  in  all  direc- 
tions, and  it  is  really  extraordinary  and  to  me  unaccountable,  where  or  how  the 
evicted  find  shelter. 

I would  recommend  the  Vice-Guardians  being  authorized  to  relieve  the  following 
classes  out  of  doors  without  delay,  as  even  one  day’s  closing  of  the  workhouse 
would  be  most  disastrous,  viz. : — 

1.  Widows  with  one  child  dependent  upon  them. 

2.  Elderly  widows  without  any. 

3.  Women  whose  husbands  have  left  the  country  and  deserted  them  prior  to  the 
passing  of  the  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

4.  Orphans  whose  friends  are  willing  to  shelter  them. 

I would  propose  to  extend  out-door  relief  to  those  of  class  3 who  were  at  present 
in  the  workhouse  only. 

This  application  will  be  formally  made  by  the  Vice-Guardians  to-morrow,  and 
I would  recommend  its  being  complied  with  without  delay,  to  enable  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  test  the  able-bodied. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  31,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  the  preparation  of  an  order 
authorizing  out- door  relief  to  the  following  classes,  not  comprised  within  the 
1st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act : — 

L Widows  with  one  child  dependent  on  them. 

2.  Widows  above  60  years  of  age  who  have  no  children. 

3.  Women  whose  husbands  deserted  them  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 

4.  Children  whose  parents  are  both  dead. 

The  Commissioners  have  not  limited  class  4 to  those  orphans  whose  friends  are 
willing  to  shelter  them  ; hut  it  will  be  quite  competent  to  the  Guardians  to  deter- 
mine that  all  such  whose  friends  are  not  willing  to  shelter  them  shall  be  received 
into  the  workhouse. 

With  regard  to  your  recommendation  to  extend  out-door  relief  to  those  of 
class  3 only  who  are  at  present  in  the  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that  the  Com- 
missioners have  given  the  subject  their  fullest  consideration ; and  without  referring 
to  the  legal  difficulties  in  framing  such  an  order  as  would  enable  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  act  on  your  suggestion,  the  Commissioners  think  that  on  the  whole 
it  would  be  undesirable  to  adopt  it,  inasmuch  as  it  would  weaken  materially  the 
efficiency  of  the  workhouse  test  for  the  future.  If  a precedent  were  once  made  of 
permitting  any  class  of  paupers  to  receive  out-door  relief  because  they  had  been  a 
certain  time  in  the  workhouse,  other  paupers  would  feel  their  reluctance  to  enter 
the  workhouse  diminished,  as  they  would  be  buoyed  up  by  the  hope  that  after 
submitting  to  the  restraints  of  the  workhouse  for  a certain  time,  out-relief  would 
be  extended  to  them  as  well  as  to  those  whom  they  succeeded  as  workhouse 
inmates. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  30,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I was  present  at  the  weekly  meet- 
ing of  the  Vice-Guardians  yesterday.  W e were  occupied  from  11  o’clock  a.m.  till 
7 o clock  p.m.  The  minutes  forwarded  by  the  clerk  will  show  the  character  and 
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amount  of  business  transacted.  A great  portion  of  the  time  was  consumed  in 
tlie  admission  of  paupers,  which,  owing  to  the  clamour,  number,  and  attempted 
imposture  of  the  applicants,  was  necessarily  tedious.  The  house  being  lull  on 
last  Saturday,  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  a selection  of  some  infirm  men  and 
women,  and  widows  (elderly)  with  one  child  to  be  discharged  on  out-door  relief, 
with  a view  to  making  room  for  the  average  number  of  admissions  on  the  follow- 
ing Wednesday.  This  measure  was  attributed  to  a change  of  system  consequent 
upon  the  administration  of  Vice-Guardians  ; and  for  every  pauper  so  discharged 
there  were  20  applicants  yesterday.  This  fiict  sufficiently  demonstrates  the  policy 
and  necessity  for  having  sufficient  workhouse  accommodation,  which  certainly 
does  not  exist  in  proportion  to  the  population  of  this  Union.  Out  of  1317 
paupers  in  the  workhouse  aud  premises  yesterday,  509  were  in  the  infirmary,  fever 
hospital,  and  auxiliary  house,  which  latter  is  appropriated  for  sickly  children ; 
thus  leaving  accommodation  for  only  821  sound  paupers.  When  children  are 
deducted  from  the  latter  number,  it  is  obvious  how  little  workhouse  room  is  really 
available  for  testing  the  able-bodied  class.  I think  the  present  state  and  future 
prospects  of  this  Union  require  a permanent  addition  being  made  to  the  house, 
and  a permanent  female  hospital  being  established.  It  will  require  long  years  to 
change  the  habits  of  the  poor,  and  establish  cleanliness  and  ventilation  in  their 
dwellings ; and  while  these  are  wanting,  fever  and  disease  must  prevail.  The 
county  hospital  affords  accommodation  to  forty  or  fifty  patients  only,  being  the 
only  one  in  the  Union,  containing  a miserable  and  pauperized  population  of 
82,000. 

I have  in  former  reports  stated  my  anticipation  of  a pressure  upon  the  work- 
house  about  this  period,  though  the  season  and  increased  occupation  would  lead 
to  an  opposite  opinion.  The  pressure,  however,  is  coming,  and  will  continue ; 
and  this  will  not  surprise  the  Commissioners  when  I state  my  conviction  that 
1000  cabins  have  been  levelled  in  this  Union  within  a very  few  months.  The 
occupants  of  many  of  these  were  induced  to  give  them  up  on  receipt  of  a 
small  sum  of  money,  and  that  once  spent  they  must  seek  the  workhouse  or 
perish. 

The  sealed  order  which  I have  applied  for  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  widows 
with  only  one  child,  and  children  whose  parents  are  dead,  will  relieve  the  present 
pressure  on  the  workhouse,  and  enable  the  Vice-Guardians  to  see  their  way  more 
clearly.  I am  desirous  that  these  gentlemen  should  judge  for  themselves,  and 
form  their  opinion,  unbiassed  by  mine. 

The  state  of  the  workhouse  on  yesterday  previous  to  the  admissions  was  as 
follows : — 


Number  on  morning  29th  March  . 
Of  which  were  in  fever  hospital 

’.  152 

In  auxiliary  house 

. 73 

Infirmary  ..... 

. 284 

509 

Total  in  healthy  state  . 

. 769 

Total 

. 1278 

It  will  thus  appear  that  the  fever  hospital  is  full,  and  the  admissions  filled  the 
house.  I recommend  some  further  discharges  of  widow's  and  children  pending 
the  Commissioners’  authority  for  relieving  them  out  of  doors.  A formal  closing 
of  the  house  under  any  circumstances,  would  swamp  the  Union  and  the  Vice- 
Guardians  together.  The  great  danger  of  giving  out-door  relief  in  this  Union 
to  any  but  the  impotent  classes  arises  from  the  wretched  wages  given.  Any 
number  of  men  can  be  procured  for  5d.  per  day  without  their  food ; so  that 
ration  on  the  lowest  scale  would  be  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  worth  more  than 
their  wages.  Six  days’  wages  at  5d.  would  be  but  2s.  6 d,  not  an  equivalent  to 
two  and  a-half  stones  of  meal,  w'hich  a small  family  on  out-door  relief  would  be 
entitled  to. 

The  workhouse  is  more  improved  in  cleanliness,  classification,  and  general 
regularity  than  I could  possibly  have  expected  in  so  short  a time.  The  laxity 
and  indiscipline  which  have  hitherto  prevailed  render  the  change  the  more  cre- 
ditable to  the  masters.  Much  however  remains  to  be  done;  and  I fear  the 
house  must  be  registered,  owing  to  the  confused  state  of  the  books  as  left  by  the 
late  master  and  acting  master. 
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The  fever  hospital  is  very  creditably  managed,  clean,  regular,  and  well  venti- 
lated, and  the  mortality  much  decreased.  The  matron  is,  I am  happy  to  say, 
convalescent.  „ . 

The  mortality  for  the  week  ending  Saturday  last  was  52,  viz. 

In  the  infirmary  ...  32 

Infirm  wards  ...  3 

Nursery  ....  6 

In  fever  wards  . • • If 


While  on  this  subject  I beg  to  draw  the  Commissioners’  attention  to  a letter 
from  the  medical  officer,  which  I enclose.  Most  of  the  very  had  cases  noticed  by 
him  are  persons  who  have  been  on  the  out  door  relief  lists.  Iheir  friends  are 
unwilling  to  forfeit  the  rations,  and  defer  bringing  them  in  till  they  are  beyond 
the  assistance  of  any  save  the  chaplain  and  undertaker,  lhe  chaplain  and  medi- 
cal officer  are  seldom  absent  from  the  house.  In  the  absence  of  any  medical  charity 
or  hospital  accommodation,  the  workhouse  must  to  a certain  extent  do  the  work 
of  an  infirmary,  and  consequently  show  a high  mortality. 

You  will  observe  by  a reference  to  the  minutes,  that  Dr.  O Donnell  and  Mr. 
Macmerny  were  appointed  respectively  as  medical  officer  and  master  of  the  work- 
house.  I have  a high  opinion  of  the  well-directed  zeal,  industry,  and  capacity  of 
both.  1 was  of  opinion  that  no  advertisement  or  notice  was  necessary,  as  these 
officers  were  only  retained  in  their  existing  capacity  at  a higher  salary,  with 
increased  labour  and  responsibility.  A resident  apothecary  has  been  advertised 
for  should  the  Commissioners  sanction  the  proposed  arrangement,  which  I would 
strongly  recommend.  Doing  away  with  a second  medical  man  and  second  master 
will  effect  a serious  saving  ; and  I think  the  work  will  be  better  done  than  under 
the  late  system  of  divided  responsibility. 

The  rate  collectors  were  instructed  to  demand  both  first  and  second  instalment 
together  from  all  defaulters  before  they  collected  the  second  instalment  from  those 
who  have  already  paid  the  first.  I will  give  the  Vice-Guardians  every  assistance 
on  this  head.  One  collector  complained  that  he  could  not  find  purchasers  for 
some  stock,  &c.,  which  he  had  under  seizure  for  rates.  I suggested  a Union 
officer  being  instructed  to  do  so. 

I recommended  inquests  being  held  upon  a male  and  female  pauper  who  were 
brought  to  the  workhouse  in  a dying  state,  and  expired  immediately  after  admis- 
sion on  Sunday  last.  I will  not  anticipate  the  decision  further  than  to  say  that  I 
can  attribute  no  blame  to  any  Union  officer  in  connexion  therewith. 

Biddy  Ellis  was  admitted  with  a child  aged  three  years  on  the  27th  instant; 
the  child  was  the  most  fearful  spectacle  I ever  beheld  alive,  naked,  the  dirt  and 
filth  ground  into  its  skin,  a living  skeleton,  all  but  starved  to  death.  When  the 
medical  officer  ordered  it  some  warm  milk,  the  unnatural  mother  was  detected  in 
the  act  of  drinking  it,  though  the  wretched  child  was  most  eager  to  get  it.  On 
being  searched  1 5s.  was  found  on  her  person ! ! 

I trust  that  a very  short  time  will  suffice  to  put  the  arrangements  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  Union  on  a systematic  and  satisfactory  footing.  Hitherto  my  time 
has  been  so  completely  occupied  with  urgent  Necessities  as  they  arose,  that  I have 
been  unable  to  perform  my  duties  satisfactorily.  My  whole  energies  were  required 
to  prevent  matters  getting  worse,  without  having  a spare  hour  to  make  any 
radical  reform.  With  Vice-Guardians,  who  I am  sure  will  carry  out  their  in- 
structions with  zeal  and  discretion,  I shall  have  time  “to  observe  the  wants  of  the 
Union  and  assist  in  supplying  them.  I find  the  individuals  of  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians  ready  at  all  times  to  afford  me  information  and  assistance. 

I cannot  too  strongly  express  my  obligations  to  the  Catholic  clergy  of  this 
Union.  They  have  given  me  their  cheerful  support  and  assistance  when  I required 
them  ; and  they  discriminate  between  the  imperfections  of  the  law  and  the  mis- 
deeds of  those  who  attempt  too  successfully  to  pervert  it. 

The  number  receiving  out-door  relief  on  the  15th  instant,  was  4456  cases, 
comprising  13,427  souls,  at  an  expenditure  of  25 51.  Is.  5d.  weekly. 


Enclosure. 

Mr.  O’Donnell  to  Captain  Kennedy  : — March  29,  1848. 

Having  in  a former  report  stated  the  cause  of  the  great  mortality  which  appears  from 
week  to  week  on  the  record  of  deaths,  I would  deem  it  unnecessary  to  revert  to  it  again  were 
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it  not  that  the  deaths  for  the  week  ending  the  25th  inst.  (as  I anticipated)  amounted  to  52.  Kilrush  Union. 
This  far  exceeds  the  mortality  of  any  week  since  I got  charge. 

As  I mentioned  before,  our  number  under  medical  treatment  nearly  doubles  that  of  this 
time  twelvemonth,  whereas  our  deaths  scarcely  exceed  the  number  at  that  time. 

Our  house  then  only  contained  about  800;  it  now  contains  over  1300;  45,000  were  then 
getting  out-door  relief,  and  with  this  the  Public  Works  were  going  on,  when  only  13,000  or 
14,000  are  now  getting  it.  Thus  at  that  time  many  able-bodied  persons  were  on  the  relief 
list  and  Public  Works,  whereas  now  they  have  no  resource  but  the  workhouse;  and  to  avoid 
this  they  drag  on  an  existence  until  they  and  their  families  are  so  reduced  by  hunger  and  cold 
that  many  of  them  die  on  admission  or  immediately  after.  Some,  through  care,  exist  for  a 
lime,  but  finally  sink  for  want  of  stamina,  & c.  To  show  this,  I give  an  extract  from  the  record 
of  sickness  and  mortality,  relative  to  last  week’s  deaths,  confining  myself  to  a few  cases  : — 


Name. 

Age. 

Observations. 

James  Heffernon 

45 

Died  immediately  after  admission. 

Nance  Hogan  . 

50 

Admitted  in  a very  weak  state;  lived  a little  time  through  care,  &c. 

Thomas  Meade 

50 

Ditto  ditto. 

Richard  Griffin 

50 

This  man  had  been  in  affluent  circumstances,  and  kept  from  the 
house  until  he  and  his  family  were  so  broken  down  that  four  of 
them  died  within  a short  time  after  admission. 

John  M'Grath 

40 

Was  on  out-door  relief,  but  came  back,  as  he  said,  lor  a coffin. 

Martin  M‘ Mahon 

40 

Brought  to  the  house  in  the  last  stage  of  dysentery  and  general 
anasarca. 

Darby  M'Carthy 

20 

Brought  in  in  the  last  stage  of  consumption. 

John  Madden  . 

4 

This  child’s  family  had  a severe  dysenteric  fever;  he  only  lived  a 
day  or  two  after  admission  into  the  infirmary. 

Mary  Kelly 

50 

Was  only  four  days  in  the  infirmary 

Mary  Carrig  . 

40 

Ditto. 

John  Carlney  . 

40 

Was  five  days  in  the  house. 

Thady  Amos  . 

2 

Was  four  days  in  the  house. 

Ellen  Morgan  . 

H 

Was  only  four  days  in  the  house. 

Mary  M‘Mahon 

55 

Was  two  days  in  the  house. 

James  Coughlin 

70 

Died  rather  suddenly  ; had  been  in  the  house  for  some  lime. 

Michael  Killeen 

9 

Ditto. 

Michael  Linnane 

60 

Died  soon  after  admission. 

Michael  Keane. 

•60 

Died  the  evening  of  his  admission. 

NorryKauny  . 

— 

Died  the  evening  of  her  admission. 

I am  happy  to  say  that  things  look  a little  better  this  week  (though  we  had  two  brought  in 
on  Sunday  that  died  immediately  after),  and  though  our  number  in  fever,  &c.,  have  conside- 
rably increased,  still  if  the  mortality  goes  on  in  a ratio  with  the  last  three  days,  it  won’t  amount 
to  more  than  half  of  last  week’s  deaths ; still  I cannot  say  that  I see  any  improvement  in  the 
class  of  patients  coming  in. 

As  my  fever  wards  are  now  full  (reserving  a few  beds  for  the  use  of  the  house),  I must 
decline  admitting  any  from  the  country. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  4,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  that  the  great  danger  of  giving  out- 
door relief  in  Kilrush  Union  to  any  but  the  impotent  classes  arises  from  the 
wretched  wages  given,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  observe  that  should  it  become 
necessary  to  authorize  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  Kilrush  Union,  there 
will  he  three  conditions  of  such  relief,  which  if  strictly  observed,  will  diminish  the 
abuses  which  in  some  degree  perhaps  are  inherent  in  the  system — first,  observance 
of  the  provisions  of  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act 
(commonly  called  the  quarter-acre  clause) ; secondly,  the  requiring  work  for  10 
hours  each  day;  and  thirdly,  the  giving  relief  in  cooked  food  only.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  one  of  the  main  objects  of  a poor  law  is 
the  preservation  of  human  life,  and  the  Commissioners  rely  on  your  making  such 
arrangements  as  will  prevent  the  possibility  of  death  from  starvation  in  Kilrush 
Union. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  glad  to  receive  from  you  more  full  information  in 
regard  to  the  two  cases  in  which  you  state  that  you  recommended  inquests  to  be 
held,  the  parties  having  been  brought  to  the  workhouse  in  a dying  state. 

The  Commissioners  have  read  with  much  satisfaction  your  statement  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  have  given  you  their  cheerful  support  and  assistance,  and 
that  they  discriminate  between  the  imperfections  of  the  law  and  the  misdeeds  of 
those  who  attempt  to  pervert  it. 

5 M 
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Kilrush  Union. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  30,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  circular  of  28th  March, 
with  a letter  from  Sir  R.  Routh  relative  to  the  manufacture  of  bread  from  rye 
and  barley  meal,  with  an  admixture  of  wheaten  meal. 

I have  been  baking  24,000  rations  weekly  for  the  school  children  in  this  Union, 
and  have  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity,  with  the  assistance  of  a very  clever 
practical  baker,  in  experimentalising  upon  the  different  kinds  of  meal  in  various 
proportions. 

After  numerous  trials,  I have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  rye  meal  or  barley 
meal,  without  any  admixture,  make  the  cheapest,  most  palatable,  and  wholesome 
bread.  It  is  made  without  any  yeast,  water  being  the  only  addition  ; flat  cakes 
baked  in  a common  oven.  Many  persons,  particularly  children,  prefer  it  to  white 
bread.  I can  bake  3500  lbs.  daily  in  the  common  ovens,  for  which  I pay  305. 
per  month  rent. 

Several  Unions  have  had  sample  loaves  from  my  bakery ; the  only  secret  is  that 
it  requires  (rye)  double  as  much  kneading  as  any  other  flour,  and  for  want  of  this 
it  frequently  fails. 

1 lb.  of  rye  meal  produces  20  oz.  of  bread. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  2,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st 
ultimo,  communicating  the  Commissioners’ intention  to  issue  an  order  authorizing 
out-door  relief  to  certain  classes.  This  will  partially  relieve  the  present  pressure 
upon  the  workhouse,  but  will  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  daily  increasing 
exigencies  of  the  Union.  I think  the  Vice-Guardians  should  be  directed  to 
provide  further  workhouse  accommodation  without  delay ; anything  is  preferable 
to  relieving  able-bodied  out  of  doors,  and  this  must  soon  be  arrived  at  if  additional 
accommodation  is  not  procured.  The  numbers  of  evicted  and  houseless  far 
exceeds  the  numbers  who  will  obtain  employment  at  this  season.  However 
discouraging  it  may  be,  I look  for  a steady  and  serious  increase  of  destitution 
daily.  16  houses  were  levelled  upon  one  small  property  in  Kilinurry  division  on 
Monday  last ; the  inmates  of  these  cabins  have  crowded  the  workhouse  within 
two  days. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — April  5,  1848. 

I am  directed  to  state  that  the  Commissioners,  in  accordance  with  your 
request,  will  write  to  the  Vice-Guardians  respecting  the  providing  additional 
accommodation.  But  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  you  should  yourself 
bring  the  subject  under  their  consideration,  and  should  point  out  to  them  any 
buildings  which  may  advantageously  be  hired  by  the  Vice-Guardians  for  that 
purpose. 

With  regard  to  the  16  houses  which  are  adverted  to  in  your  letter  as  having 
been  levelled  in  the  Kilmurry  electoral  division,  I am  to  inform  you  that  the 
Commissioners  are  desirous,  of  receiving  more  detailed  information,  and  in  order 
to  ensure  greater  accuracy  in  the  statements,  the  Commissioners  would  suggest 
that  you  should  ground  such  information  entirely  on  evidence  upon  oath. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  ■.—April  2,  1848. 

t i f have  the  honour  to  enclose  two  papers,  marked  A and  B,  from  Mr. 
Joly,  a landed  proprietor  in  this  Union,  containing  a proposal  to  avail  himself  of 
the  provisions  of  the  13th  section  of  the  Relief  Extension  Act.  The  property 
from  which  he  proposes  to  send  these  people  is  rated  at  400/.  per  annum,  and  the 
population  amounts  to  950  souls. 

The  Viee-Guardians  are  inclined  to  comply  with  Mr.  Joly’s  proposal,  if 
approved  of  by  the  Commissioners,  and  would  beg  instructions  as  to  the  detail. 

Mr.  Joly,  in  consideration  of  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  Union,  is  prepared 
to  advance  the  whole  sum  requisite,  on  receiving  security  for  the  repayment  of  the 
portion  to  be  defrayed  by  the  Union  within  reasonable  time. 

A rate  of  7 d.  would  defray  the  cost  to  the  Union. 
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Enclosures. 

A. 

To  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Kilrush  Union. 

Gentlemen, 

I propose  sending  24  pauper  families  to  Quebec,  the  head  of  each  family  being  an 
occupier  of  land  in  Kilrush  Union,  electoral  division  of  Moyarta  or  Kilballyowen,  rated  at  a 
net  annual  value  not.  exceeding  51. ; the  whole  number  of  males  amount  to  149,  which,  including 
two  children  under  14  years  of  age,  or  one  adult,  will  malce  in  all  124  passengers,  viz.,  Kilbal- 
lyown,  37  passengers ; Moyarta,  87  passengers.  The  passage  of  each  adult,  according  to  the 
terms  of  Harvey  and  Co.,  Limerick,  3Z.  10s.;  total,  43 41. 

Extra  provisions,  clothing,  bedding,  &c.,  about  196 

630 

Of  this  sum  of  630Z.,  I will  pay  two-thirds,  420Z. ; the  remaining  one-third  to  be  borne  by  the 
above  electoral  division,  namely,  Moyarta  and  Kilballyown,  according  to  the  10th  Vic.,  c.  31, 
sec.  13. 

J.  K.  Joly. 

P.S.  Mr.  Harvey’s  vessel  is  to  sail  on  the  18th  of  April;  the  terms  offered  by  the  other 
Limerick  ship,  “ Demas,”  are  not  near  so  advantageous  as  those  offered  by  Mr.  Harvey. 


B. 

Estimated  Expense  of  sending  24  pauper  families  to  Quebec,  the  head  of  each  family  being 
an  occupier  of  land  in  Kilrush  Union,  electoral  division  of  Moyarta  or  Kilballyown,  rated 
at  a net  annual  value  not  exceeding  51. ; number  of  males  above  14  years  of  age,  47  ; ditto, 
under  12  years  of  age,  22;  females  above  14  years  of  age,  50  ; under  14  years  of  age,  28  ; 
total,  147  souls,  reckoned  as  122  adults 

Passage  of  each  adult,  according  to  the  terms  of  Harvey  and  Co.,  Limerick,  51.  10^., 
total,  67 1Z. 

Bedding,  viz. — 

37  quilts,  at  Is.  lOd.  each  . . . £3  7 10 

37  pair  of  blankets,  at  7s.  a-pair  . . 12  19  0 

37  bed-ticks,  at  Is.  6 d.  eacli  . . 2 15  6 


Clothing,  about  60Z. 

Total,  passage  . 
Bedding 
Clothing 


. £671  0 0 
. 19  2 4 

. 60  0 0 


750  2 4 

Two-thirds  to  be  borne  by  the  landlord,  and  one-third  by  the  Poor  Law  Guardians, 
according  to  10  Vic.,  c.  31,  sec.  13. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  5,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  2nd  inst.,  forwarding  communications  from  Mr.  Joly,  a landed 
proprietor  in  Kilrush  Union,  in  which  he  proposes  to  avail  himself  of  the  13th 
section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  by  sending  to  Quebec  a number  of 
occupiers  on  his  property,  and  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  fully  approve 
of  the  proposal,  provided  the  Vice-Guardians  and  you  are  satisfied  that  all  the 
requirements  of  the  13th  section  are  observed. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  the  emigrants  to  be  approved  by  Her  Majesty’s  Prin- 
cipal Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  or  such  person  as  he  may  appoint  for 
that  purpose,  and  with  this  view  a list  and  description  of  the  proposed  emigrants 
should  be  sent  to  this  office  without  delay. 

The  Commissioners  have  been  in  communication  with  the  Colonial  Secretary 
on  the  subject  of  emigration,  and  have  been  informed  that  it  is  desirable  that  a 
list  should  be  furnished  in  every  such  case  to  the  Commissioners  of  Colonial 
Lands  and  Emigration,  showing  the  sex  and  age  of  each  intended  emigrant,  and 
further,  that  the  Poor  Law  Inspector  should  see  all  such  emigrants,  and  if  they 
are  approved  of  by  him,  grant  a certificate,  to  be  transmitted  with  the  list,  to  the 
effect  that  they  appear  to  he  fit  and  proper  persons  to  emigrate,  and  that  he 
perceives  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  able-bodied  persons  comprised  in  each  family 
ought  to  be  able  to  provide  by  their  labour  for  the  maintenance  of  the  whole. 

The  lists  referred  to,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  furnish  to  this  office  for  trans- 
mission to  the  Commissioners  of  Colonial  Lands  and  Emigration,  to  whom  will 
he  entrusted  by  Earl  Grey  the  power  of  approving,  on  behalf  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  selection  of  Emigrants  under  the  Act  10th  Vic.,  c.  31. 

5M2 
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Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  2,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  the  accompanying  statement  of  the  financial 
state  of  this  Union  before  you,  with  a view  to  the  Vice-Guardians  being  instructed 
what  steps  to  take. 


£. 

The  weekly  expenditure  is  about 

340 

That  for  16  weeks  to  1st  August 

5440 

Add  present  liabilities  of  Union,  say 

1600 

Total 

. £7040 

To  meet  this,  the  probable  collection  of  the  outstanding  rate,  amounting  to 
74 771.,  will  be  about  5500/.,  leaving  a probable  deficit  at  the  present  expenditure 
of,  say  1540/. 

The  present  expenditure  cannot,  I fear,  be  considered  the  maximum  ; June, 
July,  and  August,  must  bring  a serious  increase  of  destitution,  and  I do  not  think 
much  short  ol  5001.  per  week  will  bring  the  Union  over  that  period. 

It  is  a most  difficult  matter  to  calculate  the  amount  of  pauperism  which  may 
become  chargeable  to  this  Union,  where  the  great  mass  of  the  population  are  on 
the  very  verge  of  it.  I have  not  had  any  experience  to  enable  me  to  calculate  to 
what  extent  the  summer  occupations  of  “turf  cutting”  and  “ fishing”  may  relieve 
the  Union.  There  is  an  immense  quantity  of  turf  on  land  from  last  year,  which 
will  take  so  much  from  the  usual  employment. 

The  annual  exportation  of  turf  from  this  Union  bv  water  amounts  to  about 
30,000/. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  5,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  2nd  instant,  containing  a statement  of  the  financial  state  of  the 
Kilrush  Union,  which  you  forward  with  a view  to  the  Vice-Guardians  being 
instructed  what  steps  to  take. 

In  reference  thereto  I am  directed  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  under- 
stand precisely  what  instructions  you  require  on  behalf  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 

The  statement  in  your  letter  does  not  contain  any  reference  to  a new  rate,  but 
is  confined  to  the  outstanding  arrear  of  the  present  rate  ; and  the  Commissioners 
can,  therefore,  only  advise  that  the  best  estimate  that  can  be  formed  of  the  probable 
wants  of  the  Union  be  at  once  made  out,  and  a new  rate,  founded  on  such  esti- 
mate, put  in  course  of  preparation. 

^he  Commissioners  were  led  to  suppose,  by  your  previous  reports,  that  this  was 
being  done.  In  your  report  of  the  23rd  ult.  you  stated  that  you  proposed  to  urge 
the  collection  of  the  outstanding  rate  while  the  new  books  were  in  preparation,  and 
suggested  that  the  preparation  of  the  books  should  be  delayed  until  after  the  1st  of 
April.  The  Commissioners  approved  of  that  course ; but  they  certainly  understood 
that  the  preparation  of  the  new  books  was  not  to  be  deferred  longer  than  the 
1st  of  April.  ® 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners: — April  6,  1848. 

li  ^YESTERDAY  assisted  the  VicerGuardians  at  their  weekly  meeting  from 
llo  clock  A.  m.  till  7 o’clock  p.  m.,  at  which  hour  they  refused  to  admit  more 
paupers,  having  decided  upon  and  admitted  about  200  cases  from  the  most  distant 
paits  ol  the  Union.  My  anticipation  of  the  pressure  and  increase  of  destitution 
about  tins  period  are,  I regret  to  say,  being  sadly  realized. 

. -if  newty  appointed  Vice-Guardians  were  yesterday,  both  astounded  and 
horrified  at  the  mass  of  helpless,  hopeless,  and  revolting  misery  which  presented 
itseli;  about  300  applicants  presented  themselves,  and  though  the  majority  were 
destitute  beyond  doubt,  there  were  many  imposters  who  came  dressed  for  the 
occasion,  and  clamouring  for  out-door  relief;  a knowledge  that  the  workhouse 
was  lull,  and  certain  classes  having  been  discharged  on  out-door  relief  during  the 
week  induced  this  pressure  to  a great  extent.  The  object  of  this  movement  was 
so  tiansparent,  that  I recommended  the  Guardians  admitting  a number  of  healthy 
able-bodied  paupers  beyond  their  authorized  number,  well  knowing  from  former 
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experience  that  one  day’s  stone-breaking  would  thin  the  house;  the  increase  of 
destitution  is,  however,  so  steady,  and  the  number  so  difficult  to  calculate  upon, 
that  I would  recommend  the  following  measures  being  adopted  without 
delay: — 

1st.  Separate  accommodation  being  taken,  if  possible,  for  the  school,  which 
would  relieve  the  house. 

2nd.  All  boys  and  able-bodied  on  first  admission  being  put  to  stone-breaking, 
and  a fair  day’s  work  being  stringently  enforced. 

3rd.  A sealed  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able  bodied. 

I recommend  this  for  the  following  reasons : there  will  be  a greater  number  of 
this  class  destitute  ere  long,  than  can  possibly  be  accommodated  in-doors,  and  1 
think  the  timely  adoption  of  a strict  labour  test  in  each  district  would  check  abuse, 
and  confine  application  to  cases  of  undoubted  destitution  ; the  Guardians  have 
been  already  obliged  to  afford  temporary  relief  to  many  out  of  doors,  who  do  n6t 
properly  come  under  the  first  section  of  the  Act,  and  every  case  so  relieved,  no 
matter  how  urgent  or  undoubtedly  destitute,  brings  20  applicants. 

A timely  well  organized  and  well  superintended  labour  test,  in  and  out  of  doors, 
is  the  only  hope  of  stemming  the  torrent.  The  destitution  in  degree  and  character 
are,  I trust,  unknown  elsewhere  ; improvident,  ignorant,  thriftless  parents,  scarcely 
human  in  habits  and  intelligence,  only  present  themselves  with  9 or  10  skeleton 
children,  when  they  themselves  can  no  longer  support  the  paugs  of  hunger,  and 
their  wretched  offspring  are  beyond  recovery ; the  state  of  this  Union  must  be 
seen  to.  be  believed  or  comprehended.  I sometimes  feel  despair  when  I see  the 
trifling  impression  my  unceasing  efforts  can  effect  in  its  amelioration,  aided  as  I 
am  by  the  Commissioners’  support  and  a liberal  administration  of  the  law ; the 
fact  is,  everything  is  left  to  the  law  alone. 

There  are  none  to  assist,  however  many  there  may  be  to  pervert  or  obstruct  it 
when  possible. 

Hundreds  of  instances  occur  where  an  acre  of  land,  worth  155.,  is  let  for  3?., 
and  the  occupiers,  in  default  of  full  payment,  bound  to  give  140  days’  labour  to  his 
lessor  during  spring  and  harvest,  when  the  occupier  himself  requires  them  most ; 
this  would  (valuing  his  labour  at  8 cl.  per  day)  amount  to  4 1.  13s. 

The  same  system  obtains,  as  to  the  letting  of  cabins,  100  or  120  days’  labour, 
during  the  only  period  the  wretched  labourer  would  earn,  is  exacted  for  a cabin, 
■worth  perhaps  7s.  6d.  a year. 

The  occupiers,  having  thus  pauperized  the  labouring  class,  get  their  work  done 
for  nothing,  and  complain  of  rates  ; I think  I could  shew  that  the  sum  required  to 
keep  the  paupers  in  this  Union  would,  if  expended  in  labour,  keep  the  people  and 
pay  20  per  cent.  Employment  or  wages  there  is  none. 

While  hundreds  are  being  turned  out  houseless  and  helpless  daily  on  one  small 
property  in  Killard  division,  no  less  than  23  houses,  containing  probably  100  souls, 
•were  tumbled  in  one  day,  27th  March.  I believe  the  extent  of  land  occupied  with 
these  23  houses  did  not  exceed  50  acres.  The  suffering  and  misery  attendant  upon 
these  wholesale  evictions  is  indescribable.  The  farmers  and  occupiers  in  the 
neighbourhood  take  advantage  of  these  occurrences,  get  their  labour  done  in 
exchange  for  food  alone,  to  the  member  of  the  family  he  employs,  till  absolute 
starvation  brings  the  mother  and  helpless  children  to  the  workhouse ; this  is  the 
history  of  hundreds. 

The  number  of  houseless  paupers  in  this  Union  is  beyond  my  calculation ; those 
evicted  crowd  neighbouring  cabins’  villages,  and  disease  is  necessarily  generated ; 
on  its  first  appearance  the  wretched  sufferer,  and  probably  the  whole  family  to 
which  he  or  she  belongs,  is  ruthlessly  turned  out  by  the  road-side.  The  popular 
dread  of  fever  or  dysentery  seems  to  excuse  any  degree  of  inhumanity,  the  work- 
house  and  temporary  hospital  are  crowded  to  the  utmost  extent  they  can  possibly 
contain  ; the  crowding  of  the  fever  hospital  causes  me  serious  anxiety.  The 
relieving  officer  has  directions  to  send  no  more  in,  yet  notwithstanding  this  caution, 
panic-stricken  and  unnatural  parents  frequently  send  in  a donkey  load  of  children 
in  fever  a distance  of  14  or  15  miles  for  admission  ; how  to  dispose  of  them  I know 
not.  I have  requested  the  medical  officer  to  furnish  me  with  a weekly  report, 
■which  I enclose,  it  will  in  some  degree  account  for  the  mortality.  I saw  several 
admitted  yesterday,  who  I am  sure  cannot  survive  many  hours. 

I have  lately  communicated  with  the  Commissioners  on  the  financial  state  and 
prospect  of  the  Union.  I have  explained  and  directed  the  attention  of  the  Vice- 
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Guardians  to  these  matters.  I hope  the  next  fortnight’s  collection  will  be  more 
cheering 

Proceedings  have  been  ordered  against  many  defaulters,  and  the  Vice-Guardians 
are  taking  active  steps.  I give  this  matter  my  best  attention,  though  our  present 
position  and  prospects  are  sufficiently  embarrassing  and  discouraging.  Our  numbers 
and  expenditure,  it  will  be  observed,  are  increasing  weekly  at  a season  when  the 
case  should  be  reversed.  , 

The  whole  of  the  officers  of  the  Union  are  very  much  overworked  at  present, 
and  with  a view  to  relieve  the  relieving  officers  who  at  present  attend  two  days 
a week  (Wednesday  and  Saturday),  I have  suggested  the  weekly  Board  day 
being  changed  to  Saturday,  and  that  they  be  required  to  attend  on  that  day  only, 
which  arrangement  will,  I think,  enable  them  to  perform  their  duties  more 
efficiently,  and  save  them  considerable  expense  and  hardship. 

I have  assisted  the  Vice-Guardians  almost  daily  during  the  week,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do  so  while  they  require  any  local  information  which  I can  give  them. 
They  have  effected  a very  great  improvement  in  the  general  state  of  the  house,  but 
such  was  the  irregularity  and  indiscipline  that  much  remains  to  be  done. 

The  fever  hospital,  under  Dr.  O’Donnell,  is  very  creditably  managed,  and  the 
mortality  not  higher  than  I should  expect  from  the  description  of  cases. 

The  relief  of  the  British  Association  to  children  is  a very  great  assistance  to  the 
Union.  The  changed  and  improved  appearance  of  the  children  receiving  their 
bounty  is  very  remarkable. 

There  is  an  increase  of  435  on  the  numbers  receiving  out-door  relief  this  week, 
and  a still  further  increase  may  be  anticipated. 

The  strictest  scrutiny  is  constantly  necessary,  the  shamelessness  of  all  seeking 
relief  would  be  amusing,  if  it  were  not  melancholy.  My  next  door  neighbour, 
with  a good  house,  let  at  a high  rent  in  summer,  having  a respectable  stock  of 
sheep,  lambs,  pigs,  poultry,  and  other  stock,  called  upon  me  not  many  days  since, 
and  informed  me  “ the  times  were  bad,”  that  she  was  a “ widow  woman,  and  hoped 
I would  order  her  relief!” 

I need  not  enter  into  any  detail  of  the  mortality,  which  the  accompanying 
report  of  the  medical  officer  satisfactorily  shows. 

Enclosure. 

Report  of  Medical  Officer  referred  to. 

Sir,  Workhouse , April  5,  1848. 

Annexed  is  the  medical  report  for  the  week  ending  the  1st  instant,  and  though  there 
appears  a decrease  of  41  between  the  number  under  medical  treatment  on  that  day  and  the 
week  ending  the  25th  of  March,  still  this  is  owing  to  the  great  number  discharged  cured  from 
the  infirmary  and  fever  wards,  as  the  admission  for  the  last  and  up  to  this,  of  the  present  week, 
have  been  greater  than  for  any  previous  week  for  the  last  month. 

Dysentery  has  not  abated,  and  I regret  to  say  that  fever  has  considerably  increased  in  and 
out  of  the  house.  Its  spread  in  the  house  is  principally  owing  to  the  predisposition  the  inmates 
have  for  disease,  and  the  numbers  sleeping  in  each  bed  (as  there  is  a bad  supply  of  beds  at 
present). 

I have  endeavoured  to  guard  against  the  latter  as  well  as  I possibly  could,  by  thinning  each 
dormitory,  and  thus,  by  expanding  the  vims  (if  contagion  exists),  rendering  it  as  uncontagious 
as  possible;  indeed  I find  some  improvement  to-day,  which  is  very  fortunate,  as  I have  148  in 
the  fever  wards,  inclusive  of  helpers,  all  making  160 — 10  over  the  prescribed  number — and  to 
this  we  must  add  this  day’s  admissions. 

I hope  the  Guardians  will  make  arrangements  for  a better  supply  of  beds  and  straw. 

I give  an  extract  from  last  week’s  record  of  sickness  and  mortality.  It  is  somewhat  similar 
to  those  already  given : — 

— Kelly,  aged  10 — Brought  from  Carrigabolt  in  a state  of  collapse  from  cold,  &c. ; 
he  lived'  some  days. 

John  Liddam,  aged  17— Died  immediately  after  admission. 

Norry  Smith,  aged  1^ — 'Died  next  morning. 

M.  M'Grath,  aged  60— Lived  three  days  in  hospital. 

Michael  Sanders,  aged  70— This  man’s  son  died  in  two  or  three  minutes  after  admis- 

, sion,  but  the  father  struggled  for  some  weeks,  though  completely  broken  down  when 
admitted. 

Margaret  O’Dea,  aged  18 — Died  soon  after  admission. 

William  Jenkins,  aged  60 — Left  the  house  some  time  ago,  and  returned  six  days  before 
his  death  quite  helpless. 

Hannah  Cotter,  aged  40 — Admitted  at  two  o’clock  at  night;  she  said  that  she  was 
without  food  for  some  days ; she  lived  two  days. 

Michael  Rowen — Brought  in  on  his  father’s  back;  he  lived  three  days,  though  quite 
unconscious. 
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Biddy  Brown,  aged  30,  and  Margaret  Gormen,  aged  — Were  taken  in  at  two 
o’clock  at  night ; they  died  next  morning ; the  former  told  me  that  she  had  not 
tasted  food  for  some  days. 


Medical  Report  for  the  Week  ending  April  1, 

Number  in  infirmary  by  last  report  . . . 

Admitted  during  the  week  .... 


Discharged 
Sent  to  fever  wards 
Cured  . 


Number  in  infirmary,  Saturday,  April  1 
Number  in  fever  wards  by  last  report  . 
Admitted  during  the  week 


Discharged  ......  67 

Died  . . ....  8 


Number  in  fever  wards,  Saturday,  April  1 
In  girls’  dysentery  wards  . 

In  girls’  skin  disease  ward 
In  boys’  skin  disease  ward 
In  male  old  and  infirm  ward 
In  female,  ditto  ditto 

Total  under  medical  treatment,  April  1 
Deaths  during  the  week,  43. 

Captain  Kennedy. 


1848. 

. 305 
. 84 

389 

78 

10 

32 

— 120 

. 269 
101 
69 

170 


75 

. 95 

. 32 

. 33 

. 43 

8 
6 

. 486 

I have,  &c„ 

B.  O’Donnell. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — April  10,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  read  with  much  concern  your  statement  of  the 
great  and  increasing  destitution  in  the  Union;  they  rely,  however  upon  your 
affording  every  assistance  in  your  power  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  who,  the  Commis- 
sioners feel  assured,  will  use  every  means  which  the  law  has  placed  at  their 
disposal  to  provide  for  the  due  and  efficient  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the 
Union,  and  on  this  head  the  Commissioners  desire  to  refer  you  to  their  letter  of 
the  27th  ultimo,  iu  which  they  expressed  their  wish  that  complete  systematic 
arrangements  should  be  made,  and  pointed  out  that  the  machinery  of  the  Poor 
Law,  being  elastic,  the  Vice-Guardians  had  ample  powers  to  make  such  arrange- 
ments as  the  exigencies  of  the  Union  might  require. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  measures  which  you  recommend  to  be 
adopted;  they  appear  to  be  entirely  in  accordance  with  the  general  views  of  the 
Commissioners,  and  the  Commissioners  rely  upon  your  co-operating  with  the 
Vice-Guardians  in  having  them  carried  out.  The  Commissioners  had,  previously 
to  the  receipt  of  your  report,  given  directions  for  the  preparation  of  an  order 
authorizing  out-door  relief,  under  the  2nd  section,  and  they  need  scarcely  state 
that  they  attach  much  importance  to  the  establishment  of  an  effective  system  of 
checking  and  controlling  the  relief  administered  under  the  authority  of  this  order, 
especially  iu  a Union  where  the  attempts  at  imposition  and  fraud  are  so  general  as 
you  describe  them  to  be  in  Kilrush. 

vrTh^C°mmiSSi0nerS  re9uest  therefore  that  you  will,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Vice-Guardians,  give  your  special  attention  to  this  point.  A task  of  work  for  10 
hours  each  day  should  be  rigidly  enforced  from  each  able-bodied  recipient  of 
relief;  the  relief  should  be  given  exclusively  in  cooked  food;  lists  of  persons 
receiving  relief  should  be  regularly  posted;  and  the  most  searching  examination 
into  the  case  of  each  applicant  should  be  made  by  the  relieving  officers  and  Vice- 
Guardians. 

R is  possible  that  some  addition  to  the  present  staff  of  relieving  officers  will  be 
required,  in  order  to  enable  the  Vice-Guardians  fully  to  carry  out  their  views,  and 
that  superintendents  of  labour,  and  a general  overseer  of  works,  will  be  also 
required ; the  Commissioners  will  readily  give  their  sanction  to  any  such  addi- 


Kilrush  Union. 
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tional  appointments  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  render  absolutely 

The  Commissioners  observe,  in  the  medical  officer  s report  as  to  the  sickness 
and  mortality  in  the  workhouse,  that  he  attributes  the  spread  of  fever  in  some 
degree  to  the  insufficient  supply  of  bedding.  The  Commissioners  trust  that  you 
have  not  failed  to  bring  this  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  with 
a view  to  immediate  steps  being  taken  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  right,  in  conclusion,  to  advert  to  your  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Vice-Guardians  t,o  admit  a number  of  healthy  able-bodied  paupers 
beyond  their  authorized  number.  The  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that,  in 
making  this  recommendation,  you  were  actuated  by  the  best  possible  motives,  and 
they  are  satisfied  that  you  were  of  opinion  that  no  evil  results  would  follow  from 
such  additional  admissions. 

Still,  as  the  number  is  limited  by  a sealed  order  of  the  Commissioners,  and  as 
persons  wilfully  neglecting  or  disobeying  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners  are 
liable  to  penalties  under  the  102nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  the  Com- 
missioners deem  it  proper  to  suggest  that  you  should  refrain  from  recommending 
any  such  departure  from  their  order  in  future. 

If  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  number  fixed  by  the  order  may  properly  be 
extended,  the  Commissioners  will  readily  attend  to  any  representation  you  may 
make  to  them  on  the  subject. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Kennedy  : — April  8,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy  of 
a constabulary  report  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  the  Chief 
Secretary’s  office  relating  to  the  case  of  a poor  man,  named  Michael  Molony,  who 
was  found  dead  in  a ditch  in  the  parish  of  Kilfiddane,  on  the  26th  instant,  and  I 
am  to  request  that  you  will  make  such  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  as  may 
enable  you  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  especially 
whether  the  deceased  made  any  application  for  relief  to  the  Board  of  Guardians, 'to 
the  workhouse  master,  or  to  any  of  the  relieving  officers. 


Enclosure. 

Kildysart,  March  28,  1848. 

On  the  26th  instant  Michael  Molony  was  found  dead  in  a ditch  in  the  parish  of  Kil- 
fiddane. 


Copy  of  Verdict  of  Coroner's  Jury. 


That  deceased  came  to  his  death  from  destitution  and  exposure  to  the  cold. 

I fear  many  of  his  family  will  die  from  want,  if  they  will  not  go  into  the  workhouse. 

J.  BleNNERH ASSET,  S.  I- 

Inspector-  General, 
frc.  Sfc. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  13,  1848. 

I have  had  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
8th  April,  accompanied  by  a copy  of  police  report  relative  to  the  death  of  Michael 
Molony,  who  was  found  dead  in  a ditch  in  the  parish  of  Kilfiddane. 

I have  made  every  inquiry,  and  am  satisfied  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  as 
follows : — 

Deceased  was  a native  of  Kilfiddane,  about  22  years  old.  Was  what  is  termed 
here  “a  delicate  man.”  He  was  incapacitated  for  labour,  and  as  such  was  upon 
the  relief  list.  Had  been  so  for  a considerable  time,  and  was  a recipient  of  out- 
door relief  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  unmarried.  Was  long  known  to 
be  subject  to  “ colic,”  or  fits.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  gathering  sea-weed,  a 
quantity  of  which  was  found  beside  him.  He  was  returning  from  the  strand, 
across  the  fields,  when  it  is  supposed  he  was  taken  ill,  lay  down  and  died.  N.0 
blame  is  attributable  to  any  Union  officer,  nor  do  I believe  that  his  death  is 
attributable  to  augbt  but  natural  causes. 
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Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — Aprils,  184S.  Kiirush  Union. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5tli 

April. 

I have  brought  the  subject  of  additional  workhouse  accommodation  under  the 
Vice-Guardians’  notice ; they  quite  coincide  in  my  views,  and  I trust  we  shall 
succeed  in  procuring  it.  The  requirements  of  the  Union  are  more  pressing. 

Adverting  to  the  16  houses  mentioned  in  my  report  of  the  2nd  instant,  as 
having  been  levelled  in  the  Kilmurry  division,  I have  the  honour  to  request  that  the 
Commissioners  would  be  kind  enough  to  furnish  me  with  .the  heads  upon  which 
they  would  desire  sworn  information,  as  I fear  embodying  matter  which  might 
embarrass  them.  This  evil  is  one  of  such  magnitude  in  this  Union,  that  any 
examination  of  it  should  be  maturely  considered,  and  searchingly  conducted.  As 
to  the  legality  or  the  contrary  of  many  of  these  evictions,  1 cannot  speak.  I am 
only  conversant  with  the  numbers  at  present;  I found  this'  information  necessary 
to  the  efficient  performance  of  my  duties,  not  only  to  know,  but  anticipate  them. 

The  eviction  of  500  or  400  souls  in  one  day  would  be  embarrassing  to  any  Union. 

I may  mention  the  following  facts,  which  I can  have  verified  upon  oath : — 

Kilmurry  Division. 

Sir  John  Reid’s  property  : 17  or  19  houses  “ tumbled”  on  or  -about  8th  March, 

1848,  all  on  one  day. 

Mr.  M'Donnell’s  property:  22  houses  since  1st  January.  Mr.  Roughan’s 
property  : 8 houses  since  l.st  January,  1848. 

14  on  Mr.  James  O’Dwyer’s  property. 

I I on  Minor  Casey’s  property.  . . 

Killerel  Division. 

14  houses  tumbled  on  Minor  Stackpoole’s  property  since  March,  on  69  acres. 

24  houses  on  Mr.  Crowe’s  property,  on  28  acres. 

I can  procure  names  and  numbers,  &c.  of  families,  &c.,  and  all  particulars 
which  may  be  required. 

I have  a list,  See.  from  Moyarter  division  ; I think  exceeding  220  houses. 

These  evicted  are  all  absolute  and  hopeless  paupers ; on  the  average  six  to  each 
house!  enough  to  swamp  any  Union  or  poor-law  machinery,  when  simulta- 
neously thrown  upon  it. 

I will  immediately  commence  the  inquiry  when  directed.  I calculate  that 
1000  houses  have  been  levelled  since  November,  and  expect  500  more  before  July. 


• Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  15,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  8th  instant,  in  which  you  advert  to  the  evictions  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  Kilmurry  electoral  division  of  Kiirush  Union,  and  request  to  be 
furnished  with  the  heads  on  which  the  Commissioners  desire  to  be  furnished 
with  sworn’ informations. 

In  reference  thereto,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  they  are 
desirous  that  all  the  material  facts  connected  with  the  evictions  should  be  placed 
on  record,  in  order  that  they  may  be  in  a position  to  ascertain  whether  any 
burden  has  been  cast  on  the  poor-rates  illegally. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  consider  it  to  be  within  their  province  to  interfere 
with  the  legal  exercise  of  the  rights  of  property  ; but  when,  owing  to  the  demo- 
lition of  houses,  the  poor-rates  of  an  Union  become  liable  for  the  support  of 
destitute  poor  persons,  who  have  no  houses  to  go  to,  it  becomes  competent  for  the 
Commissioners  to  satisfy  themselves  that  such  additions  to  the  liabilities  of  the 
Union  are  not  occasioned  by  a violation  of  the  law. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners: — April  9,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  I have  the  honour  to  inform 
you  that  I this  day  proceeded  to  inspect  the  'emigrants  named  in  the  accom- 
panying list,  and  have  appended  a certificate. 

The  Vice-Guardians  and  myself  are  quite  of  accord  as  to  the  expediency  and 
policy  of  this  measure ; the  whole  of  these  persons  would  be  chargeable  to  the 
Union  before  July.  Some  are  tradesmen — carpenters,  shoemakers,  &c. 

5 N 
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Kilrush  Union.  List  referred  to. 

Occupiers  of  Land  within  the  Union  of  Kilrush,  rated  at  a Net  Annual  Value,  not 
exceeding  51.,  who  are  willing  to  give  up  to  their  Landlord  their  right  and  title,  and  the 
actual  possession  of  their  Land,  and  to  emigrate  with  their  families  to  Canada. 


Mayarta. 


John  Downes  . 

. 44 

Margaret,  wife 

. 40 

Mary,  child 

. 14 

Patrick  ,-, 

. 13 

John  „ 

. 12 

Martin  Hourigan 

. 44 

Bridget,  wife  . 

. 40 

Michael,  child 

. 17 

Ellen 

. 15 

Judy  „ 

. 12 

Bridget  ,, 

. 11 

Thomas  „ 

. 9 

James  Collins 

. 52 

Ellen,  wife 

. 35 

Margaret,  child 

. 21 

Mary  „ 

. 20 

Thomas  „ 

. 17 

Nora  „ 

. 12 

Joan  ,, 

. 10 

Patrick 

. 8 

James  ,, 

. 6 

Simon  Gorman 

. 60 

Ellen,  wife 

. 54 

Matthew,  child 

. 26 

Bridget  „ 

. 20 

Hannah  „ 

. 13 

John  Crofty  . 

. 40 

Kate,  wife 

. 38 

Patrick,  child  . 

. 17 

Mary  „ . 

. 15 

Bridget  „ 

. 13 

Honor  „ 

. 10 

Joe  Keating  . 

. 60 

Margaret,  wife 

. 56 

Thomas  Child  . 

. 26 

Patrick  „ . 

. 24 

Martin  „ 

. 19 

Edward  ,,  , 

. 17 

Bridged  „ . 

. 14 

Daniel  Magner 
Michael  Cahill 

. 30 
. 40 

Margaret,  wife 

. 38 

Daniel  Collins 

. 40 

Mary,  wife 

. 36 

Joan,  child 

. 6 

James  ,, 

. 3 

John  M ‘Donnell 

. 30 

Bridget,  wife  . 

. 28 

Mary,  child 

. 13 

Anne  „ 

. 40 

Joan  „ , 

. 3 

Edward,  child 

. 4 

Kilballyoiocn. 


Ellen  M ‘Mahon, 

widow 

. 50 

Michael,  child 

. 25 

Timothy  „ 

. 23 

Mary  „ 

. 20 

Thomas  „ 

. 18 

John  „ 

. 14 

Mary  M'Meiny 

. 23 

Catherine  Maher 

. 16 

William  Connell 

. 30 

Ellen,  wife  , 

. 30 

Patrick  Coady 

. 60 

Nora,  wife 

. 58 

John,  child  . 

. 27 

Thomas  „ 

. 20 

Felix  „ . 

. 18 

Margaret  „ 

. 16 

Ellen  ,, 

. 13 

Bridget  ,, 

. 11 

John  Keating  . 

. 40 

Mary,  wife 

. 34 

Michael,  child 
Catherine  „ 
Darby  Gorman 

. 6 

2 

. 40 

Mary,  wife 

. 38 

Kate,  child 

. 15 

Bridget  „ 

7 

Mary  „ 

2 

Ellen,  niece 
Edward  Magner 

. 17 
. 50 

Mary,  wife  . 

. 35 

Bridget,  child  . 

. 12 

Daniel  „ 
James  „ 
Patrick  „ 

. 10 
. 7 

4 

Nora  „ . 

. 2 

I have  this  day  examined  the  whole  of  the 
coming  under  the  13th  section  of  the  Irish 


Michael  Lynch  . . . .30 

Margaret,  wife  . . . ,.25 

Martin,  child  .....  3 

Daniel  „ . . ..2 

Mary  Lister  . . . . .18 

Michael  Mahony  . . . .40 

Bridget,  wife  . . . . .30 

Timothy  Brother  . . . .20 

Michael,  child  ....  8 

Mary  „ ....  6 

Timothy  Naughten  . . . .40 

Kate,  wile  . , . . .35 

Nora,  child  . . . . . , 17 

Mary  „ . . . , .14 

Michael  „ . , . . .10 

Margaret  . . . . . 6 

Timothy  Carty  . . . . 34 

Mary,  wife  . . . . ; 50 

Owen  Carty  . . . 30 

Ellen,  Wife 32 

Michael,  child  . . . .12 

Michael  M‘Mahon  . . . .40 

Kate,  wife  . . « . .38 

Mary,  child  . . . . .13 

John  „ . . . . . 10 

Joan  „ . . . . „ 7 

Michael  „ . . . .4 

Patrick  Kean  . . . . .26 

Patrick  Hukey  . . . .45 

Nora,  wife  . . . . .34 

Bridget,  child  . . , . .11 

Mary  „ , . . , .7 

Joan  „ . . . . • 6 


124  souls  reckoned  as  102  adults. 


within-named  pereons  ; they  are  all  of  a class. 
Poor  Relief  Extension  Act;  and  the  Vice- 
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Guardians,  together  with  myself,  are  of  opinion  that  the  whole  of  the  requirements  of  that 
section  of  the  Act  have  been  complied  with,  and  recommend  that  sanction  should  be  given  for 
their  emigration. 

The  whole  of  the  adults,  without  an  exception,  are  unusually  healthy  and  hardy,  and  the 
children  very  promising. 

I have  spent  several  years  in  North  America,  and  I think  these  emigrants  admirably  suited 
for  that  colony. 


Kilrush,  April  9,  1848. 


A.  E.  Kennedy,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


There  are  three  carpenters  and  two  shoemakers  contained  in  this  list. 

A.  E.  K. 


Kilrush  Union. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  13,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of 
the  \ ice-Guardians  yesterday  '•  a considerable  amount  of  routine  business  was 
transacted,  and  details  gone  into.  The  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians  is  much 
occupied  with  the  latter,  as  the  irregularity  and  want  of  system  which  has  hitherto 
prevailed  in  the  general  management  developes  itself  daily.  Nothing  else  could 
be  expected  from  the  carelessness  and  inefficiency  of  some  of  the  late  officers,  and 
the  want  of  unity  of  action  of  all. 

The  Vice-Guardians  will,  no  doubt,  report  these  matters  in  detail.  The  names 
of  many  persons  have  been  found  on  the  register  who  were  not  in  the  house,  and 
many  in  the  house  whose  names  were  not  on  the  register.  One  of  the  rate- 
collectors  (fortunately  an  honest  and  conscientious  man)  has  been  acting  without 
any  legal  security  whatever.  The  Vice-Guardians  are  industriously  rectifying 
these  matters. 

I remained  at  the  Board  till  six  o’clock  P.M.,  at  which  hour  above  250  appli- 
cants remained  to  be  disposed  of,  among  whom  were  many  of  the  able-bodied 
class,  far  removed  from  want,  trampling  down  the  really  destitute  and  helpless 
most  ruthlessly.  The  general  and  utter  disregard  for  the  necessities  and  suffering 
of  each  other  on  these  occasions  is  remarkable,  and  the  opposite  of  the  generally 
received  opinion.  The  pressure  and  number  of  applications  for  relief  are  excessive, 
and  will  so  continue  till  a well  superintended  labour  test  is  organized.  The  Vice- 
Guardians  are  fully  alive  to  the  pressing  necessity  of  this  measure,  however  the 
trouble  and  inconvenience  attendant  upon  it  may  be.  They  are  taking  active  steps 
to  organize  and  complete  the  machinery,  in  which  they  shall  have  my  willing 
assistance. 

P ending  this  arrangement  they  have  ordered  rations  to  be  issued  to  the  destitute 
able-bodied  class  daily,  every  able-bodied  member  of  the  family  being  obliged  to 
attend  and  answer  his  name  at  the  food  depot  at  two  o’clock  p.m. 

There  were  but  80  vacancies  in  the  house  yesterday  morning.  Many  urgent 
cases  were  admitted  during  the  week,  and  a great  many  of  the  able-bodied  class 
admitted  yesterday  week  demanded  their  discharges  on  being  put  to  break  stones. 
Destitution,  I am  concerned  to  say,  steadily  increases,  together  with  a corresponding 
increase  of  disease.  The  numerous  evictions  tend  to  this  when  (as  is  frequently 
• the  case)  30  or  40  cabins  are  levelled  in  a single  day.  The  inmates  crowd  into 
neighbouring  ones,  till  disease  is  generated,  and  they  are  then  thrown  out,  without 
consideration  or  mercy.  The  relieving  officers  thus  find  them,  and  send  them  to 
the  hospital  when  beyond  medical  aid.  These  wholesale  evictions  are  most  em- 
barrassing to  the  Guardians.  The  wretched  and  half-witted  occupiers  are  too 
often  deluded  by  the  specious  promises  of  under-agents  and  bailiffs,  and  induced  to 
throw  down  their  own  cabins  for  a paltry  consideration  of  a few  shillings,  and  an 
assurance  of  out-door  relief. 

I am  compiling  a return  of  the  number  of  evictions  in  each  electoral  division 
since  last  November,  with  the  extent  of  holding  and  amount  of  yearly  rent.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  a charge  of  extravagant  expenditure  will  be  preferred  against 
the  Vice-Guardians  before  autumn.  Such  is  the  increase  of  destitution  which  I 
anticipate ; and  thus  information  will  be  useful  in  exculpating  them.  I have 
acquired  sufficient  local  knowledge  to  enable  me  to  make  up  this  return  with 
general  accuracy,  and  I will  forward  copies  of  the  sheets,  if  required,  as  I complete 
them. 

While  on  this  subject  I may  state  my  belief  that  many  lessors  in  this  Union 
do  not  allow  their  tenants  to  deduct  the  local  amount  of  their  rates  from  the  rent, 
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and  some  will  not  allow  any  deduction,  making  the  occupier  pay  all.  This,  of 
course,  makes  the  poor-rate  more  unpopular  and  difficult  of  collection.  It  may 
be  asked  why  the  occupier  submits  to  what  is  illegal  ? The  answer  is  simply  that 
the  great  mass  are  tenants  at  will,  and  dare  not  resist,  and  on  many  properties 
notice  to  quit  is  served  every  six  months,  to  enable  the  lessor  to  turn  out  the 
occupiers  when  he  pleases.  This  is  a ruinous  system  and  one  much  com- 
plained of. 

I have  placed  my  time  as  much  as  possible  at  the  disposal  of  the  Vice-Guardians, 
till  they  acquire  the  necessary  local  knowledge.  I have  assisted  them  almost  daily 
during  the  week,  and  the  progress  they  have  made  is  sufficient  evidence  of  their 
industry  and  judgment.  They  are  busily  occupied  eight  or  nine  hours  a-day,  and 
still  much  undone.  This  alone  shows  the  impossibility  of  even  an  efficient  Board 
of  Guardians  managing  the  affairs  of  this  Union  at  a weekly  sitting.  An  exten- 
sive system  of  relief  and  a large  expenditure  will  be  required  in  this  Union  till 
an  extensive  change  in  the  management  and  ownership  of  property  is  effected  ; and 
I press  upon  the  Vice-Guardians  the  necessity  of  comprehensive  measures  to 
remedy  the  miserable  state  of  things  which  at  present  exists.  There  is  little  or 
no  employment  of  any  kind,  and  where  it  exists  it  is  an  exchange  of  labour  for 
food  alone  : even  tradesmen  are  starving. 

I know  a good  carpenter  employed  at  house  work  for  8t/.  per  day.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  almost  incredible  cases  of  want  of  foresight  and  thrift  are  hardly  safe  to 
narrate.  A gentleman  owning  property  in  Moyarta  and  Kilballyowen  is,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Union,  sending  out  a number  of  pauper  tenants  from  his 
over-crowded  property  to  North  America.  I was  ordered  to  inspect  them,  and 
found  one  family  of  tenants  who  were  on  his  list,  refused  to  go  ; two  or  three  of  the 
sons  were,  according  to  the  father’s  account,  “ big  and  strong  enough  to  pluck  a 
bullock  out  of  a bog.”  They  were  all  paupers,  had  given  up  their  land,  and  were, 
up  to  the  present  time,  most  anxious  to  emigrate.  I inquired  the  cause  of  change, 
and  was  gravely  told  by  the  father  “ that  he  could  not  go  this  year,  as  he  had 
vainly  tried  to  sell  an  old  cow  to  advantage,  and  for  this  reason  forfeited  a free 
passage  for  himself  and  family  worth  501. ” I implicitly  believe  that  the  alleged 
reason  was  the  only  one,  as  many  members  of  the  family  were  anxious  to  go.  In 
the  western  part  of  this  Union  there  will  be  as  great  a breadth  of  potatoes  planted 
as  at  any  period  during  the  last  seven  years,  and  a failure  of  the  crop  will  entail 
most  disastrous  consequences.  Any  quantity  of  potatoes  can  he  purchased  in 
Kilrush  market  from  Id.  to  8 \d.  per  stone.  Sea-weed  is  to  be  had  in  large 
quantities  for  the  gathering,  and  is  almost  universally  used  for  manure.  I have 
had  all  the  rate-collectors  before  the  Vice-Guardians  during  the  week,  and  made  a 
minute  examination  of  the  list  of  defaulters,  giving  directions  as  to  the  mode  of 
proceeding  in  every  case.  The  collectors  have,  no  doubt,  in  very  many  instances, 
shown  great  laxity.  The  Vice-Guardians  have  taken  the  matter  in  hand,  and 
will,  I am  sure,  enforce  the  collection  energetically.  I need  not  state  that  the 
house  is  full. 

On  Saturday,  8th  April,  there  were  50 7 under  medical  treatment,  143  of  which 
number  were  in  the  temporary  fever  hospital.  The  mortality  for  the  week  was  36. 
For  the  week  ending  Saturday  next  it  will  be  much  higher.  I do  not,  however, 
attach  blame  to  any  but  the  wretched  sufferers  themselves,  who  linger  on  in  their 
ill-ventilated  cabins  till  they  are  beyond  hope,  and  they  come  to  the  hospital  to  die. 
The  medical  officer  uncovered  about  20  children  in  the  fever  hospital  a few  days 
ago  to  show  me  the  hopeless  subjects  he  had  to  practice  upon.  They  were  merely 
animated  bones  ; I have  seldom  seen  anything  more  fearful.  The  indifference  of 
the  parents  is  beyond  describing  ; no  law  or  administration  of  it  can  meet  the 
fearful  indifference  to  human  life.  The  evil  is  a social  one.  I visit  the  hospital 
almost  daily  and  question  the  patients.  I can  answer  for  food,  ventilation,  clean- 
liness, and  every  comfort.  The  medical  officer  is  most  attentive  and  untiring.  The 
great  mortality  is  only  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  social  degradation,  puerile  fear, 
and  indifference  to  life  among  the  mass  of  people.  There  is  a most  remarkable 
preponderance  of  females  over  males  in  the  number  of  fever  patients.  Our  work- 
house  baker,  a good  and  useful  man,  died  yesterday  of  fever.  The  Vice-Guardians 
have  continued  their  sitting  to-day  to  hear  and  decide  upon  applicants. 
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Medical  Report  for  the  Week  ending  Saturday  April  8,  1848. 

Number  in  infirmary  by  last  report  ......  269 

Admitted  during  the  week 47 

316 
34 
8 
25 

67 


Number  in  the  infirmary  April  8 . 
N umber  in  fever  wards  by  last  report 
Admitted  during  the  week  . 


197 
47 
7 

— 54 
42 
80 
7 
14 

Total  in  fever  ward  April  8 

In  girls’  dysentery  wards  (Daly’s  house) 

In  girls’  skin  disease  ward  ditto  

In  boys’  skin  disease  ward  (infirmary) 

In  male  old  and  infirm  ward 

In  female  ditto  ditto  

Total  under  medical  treatment  .... 
Total  number  of  deaths  during  the  week  . 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  19,  1848. 

W ith  reference  to  your  observations  as  to  the  increase  of  destitution  and 
disease  occasioned  by  the  numerous  evictions  which  are  taking  place,  the  Com- 
missioners desire  to  refer  you  to  their  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  and  to  state 
that  they  await  the  receipt  of  your  special  report  on  this  subject.  The  Com- 
missioners do  not  think  it  necessary  to  trouble  you  at  present,  to  forward 
copies  of  the  sheets  of  the  return  of  evictions  which  you  are  preparing,  but 
they  think  that  the  whole  return,  when  completed,  may  be  advantageously 
annexed  to  your  report  on  the  evictions,  and  forwarded  as  an  Appendix  to  it. 


143 

28 

32 

39 

10 

6 

507 

~36 


Discharged 
Died  . 

Men  . 
Women  . 
Boys 
Girls 


. 249 
95 
102 


Discharged  . 

Sent  to  Fever  wards. 
Died  . 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  16,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  April,  I have  the  honour  to 
state  that  the  collection  of  the  second  instalment  of  the  current  rate  was  not 
intended  to  be  delayed  beyond  the  time  the  rate-collectors  would  be  necessarily 
occupied  in  taking  the  measures  ordered  against  defaulters.  I assisted  the  Vice'- 
Guardians,  and  gave  suitable  orders  in  every  individual  case ; and  I have  no  doubt 
,the  collectors  will  carry  them  out  energetically. 

W ith  reference  to  the  new  rate,  the  Vice-Guardians  request  me  to  say  they 
have  deferred  communicating  with  the  Commissioners  till  they  can  form  the  most 
correct  estimate.  In  the  mean  time,  every  measure  has  been  taken  to  expedite  the 
revision,  without  which  nothing  can  be  done.  I will  have  all  possible  details 
- completed  concurrently  with  the  revision. 

I will  arrange  with  the  Guardians  and  name  a day  for  the  completion  of  the 
collection  of  the  second  instalment  of  current  rate. 

The  number  ol  evictions  and  remodelling  of  farms  and  holdings  in  this  Union, 
since  November  last,  probably  exceed  that  of  any  Union  in  Ireland. 


K finish  Union 
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Kilrush  Union. 

— The  Commissioners  to  the  Colonial  Lands  and  Emigration  Commissioners: — 

April  21,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  transmit  for  your  consideration  the 
enclosed  correspondence  relating  to  a proposal  made  by  Mr.  Joly,  a landed  pro- 
prietor in  Kilrush  Union,  to  avail  himself  of  the  provision  of  the  13th  section  of 
the  Act  10  Vic.  cap.  31,  by  aiding  a certain  number  of  orphans  on  his  property  to 
emigrate ; and  I am  to  request  your  early  attention  to  the  subject,  as  you  will 
perceive  by  the  accompanying  papers  that  the  vessel  in  which  it  is  proposed  to 
send  the  emigrants,  will  sail  from  Limerick  on  the  18th  instant. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Kennedy: — April  17,  1848. 

Adverting  to  your  communication  of  the  2nd  instant,  relative  to  the  pro- 
posed emigration  of  certain  occupiers  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Joly,  a landed  proprietor 
in  Kilrush  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  inform  you  that  they 
have  communicated  on  the  subject  with  the  Colonial  Land  and  Emigration  Com- 
missioners, and  I am  to  forward  to  you  a copy  of  their  approval  of  the  emigration 
of  the  parties  in  question.  


Enclosure  referred  to. 

Messrs.  Murdock  and  Wood  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  14,  1848. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  enclosing  a list 
of  persons  whom  it  is  proposed  to  assist  to  emigrate  to  North  America,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  10  Vic.  cap.  31;  attached,  to  this  list  is  a correspondence  on  the  subject  of  these 
people,  and  a certificate  from  the  Poor  Law  Inspector  of  the  district  of  Kilrush ; that  he  has 
examined  the  proposed  emigrants;  that  the  whole  of  the  adults,  without  an  exception,  are 
unusually  healthy  and  hardy  and  the  children  very  promising. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  exercise  of  the  authority  conveyed  to  us  for  that  purpose 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  we  have  to  express  to  you  our  approval  of  the 
-emigration  of  the  persons  to  whom  your  letter  refers. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners: — April  16,  1848. 

The  Vice-Guardians  having  changed  their  day  of  meeting  from  Wednes- 
day to  Saturday  in  each  week,  I attended  yesterday  for  the  first  time.  The 
relieving  officers  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to  attend  two  days  a- week,  and  by  a 
recent  arrangement  I hope  they  may  be  able  to  finish  their  business  with  the  clerk 
and  Vice-Guardians  on  the  Board-day,  and  thus  give  them  more  time  in  their 
districts.  Many  of  them  reside  16  miles  from  the  workhouse,  and  the  hardship 
and  loss  of  time  attendant  upon  two  journeys  each  week  was  very  great. 

I have  but  little  to  communicate  in  addition  to  my  report  of  the  13th  instant;  I 
will  for  the  future  report  weekly  after  the  Saturday’s  meeting. 

The  pressure  and  number  of  applicants  for  relief  is  still  very  great.  There 
were  fully  200  applicants,  the  greater  portion  of  whom  were  very  miserable  and 
destitute.  There  were  but  30  vacancies  in  the  house,  and  the  Vice-Guardians 
were  of  course  obliged  to  give  out-door  relief. 

In  the  week  ending  8th  April,  the  number  of  “ cases  ” receiving  out-door  relief 
numbered  4594,  making  a total  of  14,292  souls,  at  a cost  of  296/.  7 s.  11  d.  for  the 
week. 

There  has  been  considerable  increase  in  the  week  ending  the  15th  instant;  I do 
not  anticipate  the  numbers  will  stop  short  of  18,000  before  August.  This  will  be 
understood  from  what  I have  hitherto  stated  of  the  utter  absence  of  employment, 
and  the  large  number  evicted  and  houseless. 

Disease,  I regret  to  say,  keeps  pace  with  destitution ; overcrowded  cabins,  the 
result  of  the  numerous  evictions,  generates  disease  rapidly.  I am  unceasingly 
occupied  in  relieving  and  endeavouring  to  remedy  this  evil. 

The  thriftless  improvidence,  imprudence,  and  low  social  condition  of  the  people 
are  my  greatest  obstacles;  numbers  come  to  the  workhouse  of  a Board-day  suffer- 
ing from  the-  pangs  of  hunger,,  and  their  miserable  children  starved  beyond 
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recovery,  who  have  never  before  applied  for  relief  and  seem  astonished  when  thev 
get  it.  * 

There  are  no  residents  who  can  give  the  most  trifling  assistance  either  in  food, 
money,  advice,  or  example.  A reverend  gentleman,  who  has  in  the  most  praise- 
worthy and  persevering  manner  established  seven  schools  in  his  parish,  could 
obtain  but  10/.  private  subscription  in  a district  containing  36,000  acres. 

I enclose  a report  from  the  medical  officer  of  the  workhouse  and  coincide  in  his 
views  generally,  and  can  bear  witness  to  the  truth  of  his  statements.  I may 
observe  that  he  does  not  intend  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  workhouse  is  unduly 
or  overcrowded.  I myself  visit  the  sick  with  and  without  him,  both  in  the  infir- 
mary and  fever  hospital.  I go  at  all  times  and  at  all  hours,  and  I believe  more 
cannot  be  done  for  the  wretched  sufferers.  That  they  have  ample  food,  every 
necessary,  comfort,  cleanliness,  and  ventilation,  I myself  see,  and  the  'medical 
officer  is  seldom  an  hour  absent  from  the  house  and  hospital. 

Many  are  brought  in  merely  with  the  view  of  procuring  coffins. 

# I think  the  appointment  of  medical  officer  for  Moyarta,  Killard,  and  Kilmurry 
division,  which  the  Commissioners  have  under  consideration,  will  remedy  the  evil 
to  some  extent,  as  from  those  localities  we  receive  the  greatest  number  and  worst 
cases  ; the  mortality,  I am  concerned  to  say,  amounted  to  65  for  the  week  ending 
the  15th  instant. 

Two  of  the  relieving  officers  are  in  fever,  and  the  workhouse  chaplain,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Kenny,  is,  I grieve,  stricken  down  in  fever,  contracted  in  the  execution  of  his 
arduous  duties. 

Though  he  is  in  a most  precarious  state,  I hope  for  the  best,  as  his  death  at  this 
period  would  be  a public  calamity. 

His  untiring  and  successful  efforts  in  the  cause  of  suffering  humanity  cannot  be 
overrated  and  are  beyond  all  praise. 

One  of  our  best  rate-collectors  is  about  to  resign  his  office ; alleged  ill-health  is 
the  reason.  Two  more  of  them  have  been  seriously  ill  and  able  to  do  but  little. 

The  Vice-Guardians  are  taking  active  measures  against  defaulters  and  prepar- 
ing for  a new  rate.  Having  made  his  letter  the  subject  of  a separate  communica- 
tion, renders  further  detail  unnecessary. 

The  Vice-Guardians  are  losing  no  time  in  organizing  an  efficient  labour  test 
throughout  the  Union.  As  a general  rule,  I have  recommended  bread  (barley  or 
rye)  rations  to  the  able-bodied  class.  It  can  be  baked  at  Kilrush  and  delivered 
at  little  cost  in  the  various  localities.  I think  the  Vice-Guardians  entirely  coin- 
cide with  me  in  details  which  will  be  laid  before  the  Commissioners.  The  system 
pursued  at  Ballina  will  be  our  principal  guide  with  some  alterations ; the  duties 
of  the  Vice-Guardians  are  very  arduous.  Good  potatoes  were  sold  yesterday  from 
6 d.  to  7 d.  a stone. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  O’Donnell  to  Captain  Kennedy  : — April  15,  1848. 

In  a former  report  I expressed  my  fears  for  the  effects  of  this  and  the  last  month  on  the 
feeble  and  debilitated  inmates  of  the  house,  as  well  as  on  those  labouring  under  rectoral 
affections. 

Many  of  the  very  young  and  very  old  in  the  dysentery  wards  died  within  the  last  week.  This- 
is  very  easily  accounted  for,  as  they  come  in  so  broken  down  and  emaciated,  that  all  I can  do 
in  many  instances  is  to  prolong  their  existence  by  such  nourishment  as  the  nature  of  their  cases 
require. 

The  extensive  destitution  in  this  district  and  its  concomitants  of  filth  and  despondency  of 
mind,  predisposes  its  victim  to  disease,  and  renders  them  an  easier  prey  to  its  effect,  and  as  this 
cannot  be  altogether  remedied  we  must  still  expect  to  have  our  wards  crowded  with  bad  cases 
of  dysentery  and  fever.  The  spread  of  the  latter  through  the  house  for  the  last  fortnight  has, 
as  I have  already  explained,  been  attributable  to  a predisposition  of  the  inmates  for  disease  and 
the  crowded  state  of  the  house. 

Almost  all  of  those  coming  in  are  suffering  from  dysentery ; many  in  its  chronic  stage,  which 
usually,  even  under  better  circumstances,  in  the  end  is  fatal. 

It  is  a common  belief  that  continued  fever,  &c.,  may  be  generated  by  the  effluvia  constantly 
proceeding  from  the  human  body,  even  when  healthy,  if  this  effluvia  be  accumulated  and  con- 
densed. It  will  be  more  likely  to  do  so  when  some  of  them  are  labouring  under  diarrhoea,  &c.; 
at  all  events  a contaminated  atmosphere  is  prejudicial  to  health,  though  it  does  not,  I think, 
generate  fever,  still  fever  and  dysentery  spread  rapidly  under  such,  circumstances. 

I offer  the  latter  remarks  with  the  following  views : — If  possible  to  separate  disease  of  all 
kinds  from  the  house,  and  when  that  would  be  accomplished,  not  to  allow  one  with  the 
semblance  of  disease  into  it. 
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To  effect  this  the  infirmary  department  should  be  removed  elsewhere,  and  a house  taken 
with  such  accommodation  as  would  enable  you  to  meet  this  arrangement. 

Since  the  relieving  officer  discontinued  to  give  coffins,  many  on  out-door  relief  came  back  to 
the  house : when  ill,  even  portions  of  families  had  to  be  admitted  lest  they  might  die  on  the  road ; 
on  yesterday  manv  had  to  be  refused  under  such  circumstances. 

The  extent  and'  destitution  of  this  Union,  without  a single  useful  medical  institution,  except 
the  Kilrush  Fever  Hospital,  (and  that,  from  its  limited  accommodation,  state  of  its  funds,  and- 
the  class  of  patients  generally  applying  there,  can  be  of  very  little  use,)  will  convert  the  work- 
house  into  an  hospital,  until  some  means  are  taken  for  the  better  establishment  of  medical. 

^I^eed  not  add  that  the  epidemic  diseases  of  this  country  are  a frightful  source  of  pauperism. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — Api'il  20,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  report  dated  the  16th 
instant  relative  to  Kilrush  Union. 

The  Commissioners  have  read  with  much  concern  your  statement  of  the  increase, 
of  destitution  and  disease  in  the  Union,  and  they  rely  upon  the  continuance  of  your 
co-operation  with  the  Vice-Guardians  in  providing  for  tile  relief  of  destitution  in 
the  fullest  extent  that  the  necessity  of  the  case  requires,  for  which  purpose  the 
Vice-Guardiaus  are  by  law  invested  with  ample  powers. 

The  suggestions  of  the  medical  officer  for  removal  of  all  the  sick  from  the  work- 
house  to  a separate  building  appear  to  be  deserving  the  serious  attention  of  the 
Vice-Guardians,  and  the  Commissioners  request  you  will  bring  the  subject  spe- 
cially under  their  notice.  The  very  large  and  increasing  rate  of  mortality,, 
although  fully  accounted  for  by  the  medical  officer’s  report,  demands  that  no  means 
should  be  left  untried  for  checking  the  spread  of  disease. 


Captain  Kennedy  to  the  Commissioners  : — May  7,  1848. 

I attended  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Vice-Guardians  yesterday,  and 
though  the  amount  of  routine  and  miscellaneous  business  to  be  got  through, 
was  very  considerable,  the  pressure  from  without  was  by  no  means  as  great  as 
it  has  been  on  admission  days  lately.  I attribute  this  decrease  in  the  demand  for 
out-door  relief,  to  the  test  which  all  coming  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act 
have  been  subjected  to.  One  example  will  suffice : — On  the  24th  of  April  17 1 
men  were  put  to  stone-breaking  in  Kilrush  division,  on  the  3rd  May,  there 
remained  hut  97,  on  the  same  day  (24th  April)  36  were  put  to  break  stones  in 
Killima  Division,  on  the  3rd  May  but  21  remained.  I may  remark  that  the 
amount  of  labour  required  of  them  was  very  reasonable,  and  in  some  cases,  for 
want  of  a sufficient  supply  of  implements,  merely  nominal. 

There  is  now  ample  employment  on  the  workhouse  land,  cropping  it,  afford- 
ing regular  daily  labour,  and  the  certainty  of  its  continuing  for  some -time; 
with  this  prospect  in  view,  50  persons  discharged  themselves  from  the  work-, 
house  on  the  2nd  May,  principally  single  persons  of  the  able-bodied  class..- 
With  these  facts  in  view,  I will  not  fail  to  press  upon  the  Vice-Guardians,  the 
expediency  of  adopting  this  test  to  able-bodied,  in  every  practicable  instance,'! 
expect  the  sale  of  the  broken  stone  will  more  than  cover  the  cost  of  superin- 
tendence, as  offers  for  their  purchase  have  been  made  by  road  contractors,  and 
in  some  instances  for  drainage  purposes.  The  staff  to  superintend  this  out-, 
door  labour  is  of  course  only  temporary,  and  there  is  very  great  difficulty , in 
finding  trustworthy  persons  to  carry  it  out,  and  disburse  the  relief.  The  low. 
standard  of  morals  among  this  class,  is  very  lamentable,  those  who  are  consi- 
dered strictly  honest  in  their  private  dealings,  are  too  frequently  unscrupulous, 
and  untrustworthy,  where  public  labour  or  funds  ; are  placed  under  their  con-, 
trol.  Even  the  higher  class  of  ratepayers  are  indisposed  or  afraid  to  expose  abuse 
and  fraud,  which  the  most  unremitting  attention  of  public  officers  can  hardly 
detect  without  their  assistance.  The  simple  fact  is,  that  the  great  mass  do  not 
consider  it  any  crime  or  shame  to  obtain  relief  by  fraudulent  means,  and  their 
betters  are  afraid  to  expose  them.  Though  the  relief  list  (in  and  out  of  doors) 
now  comprises  nearly  a fourth  of  the  population,  still  the  destitution  is  great  in 
amount,  and  fearful  in  character.  The  latter  camiot  be  remedied  by  law,  the 
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evils  and  causes  are  social ; some  of  these  sufferers  have  no  idea  or  instinct, 
beyond  planting  potatoes  and  digging  them  up  when  they  are  hungry.  The 
following  cases  which  occurred  this  week,  may  give  some  idea  of  their 
lamentable  want  of  providence : — John  M'Donnell,  aged  35,  able-bodied ; 
Nance  M‘Donnell  (wife),  36 ; Pat  (born  in  the  workhouse),  three  weeks,  left 
the  workhouse  of  their  own  accord,  they  remained  out  about  14  days ; they 
were  sent  in  again  by  the  relieving  officer,  on  Saturday  29th  April,  and  all 
three  were  dead  by  the  following  Monday,  1st  May,  and  I have  no  doubt  died 
of  starvation. 

Michael  O’Neill,  aged  13,  was  sent  in  by  the  relieving  officer,  his  parents 
had  died  while  in  receipt  of  out-door  relief ; he  came  in  on  the  4th  May,  and 
died  the  following  day.  Such  a mass  of  filth  I never  beheld ; he  was  so  thickly 
studded  with  vermin,  that  he  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  peppered. 

As  a contrast  to  the  improvidence  of  these  I have  mentioned,  I may  notice 
the  case  of  an  old  woman  80  years  of  age,  Ellen  Flaherty,  who  came  in  a day 
or  two  since  (conveyed  in  a donkey  cart),  evidently  in  the  very  last  stage  of  mor- 
tality, and  dying.  In  reply  to  my  questions  she  stated  that  she  was  in  receipt  of 
out-door  relief,  but  “ feeling  she  Avas  near  her  last,”  and  knowing  that  her 
friends  had  no  means  to  bury  her,,  she  had  come  into  the  workhouse  for  a 
coffin. 

I am  in  daily  expectation  of  the  appointment  of  two  medical  officers  by  the 
Board  of  Health. 

These  gentlemen  will  have  the  charge  of  the  two  worst  districts  in  the  Union, 
and  will,  I hope  be  the  means  of  decreasing  tlie  number  of  hopeless  cases  which 
we  receive  into  the  infirmary  and  fever  hospital  at  present.  I enclose  an 
abstract  from  the  medical  officer’s  report,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  there  are 
542  under  medical  treatment.  This  embarrassing  and  objectionable  state  of 
things  must  continue  till  there  are  more  efficient  medical  charities,  and  adequate 
hospital  accommodation  provided  in  the  district.  In  the  whole  of  the  district 
bounded  by  Ennismore  to  the  north,  Killofin  to  the  south,  Ennis  to  the  east, 
and  Loop  Head  to  the  west,  there  is  but  one  hospital  for  40  patients,  viz.,  the 
county  hospital  at  Kilrush. 

T his  establishment  should  be  put  on  a better  footing,  and  accommodation  pro- 
vided for  200  patients  at  least.  The  whole  habits  and  the  dwellings  of  the  poor 
in  this  district,  must  be  radically  changed,  before  the  eradication  of  fever  can 
be  looked  for.  Motives  of  self  preservation  would  rectify  this,  were  there  any 
resident  gentry,  but  there  is  a sad  scarcity  of  them.  It  will  be  observed  that 
the  number  of  deaths  this  week  have  decreased  to  34.  I never  miss  an  oppor- 
tunity of  visiting  the  hospital  and  inquiring  of  the  patients.  They  are  supplied 
with  every  requisite.  The  hospital  is  kept  scrupulously  clean  and  well  venti- 
lated ; and  the  medical  officer  is  unremitting  in  attention. 

I hope  for  a decrease  in  the  numbers  receiving  out-relief,  when  turf-cutting 
(an  important  branch  of  trade  and  export)  commences.  I watch  every  oppor- 
tunity of  revising  and  curtailing  the  lists  of  those  receiving  out-door  relief,  as  I 
think  it  a matter  of  the  last  importance  to  prevent  them  acquiring  any  idea  of  its 
permanency.  The  Vice-Guardians  are  very  industrious,  and  have  effected  a 
marked  improvement  in  every  branch  of  the  Union  management,  when  they 
have  leisure  from  more  pressing  business. 

I am  desirous  they  should  turn  their  serious  attention  to  some  industrial 
training  for  the  children,  without  which  they  will  be  a permanent  charge  to 
the  country  in  some  shape ; and  the  number  of  orphans  in  this  district  is  daily 
increasing.  I have  been  considering  the  feasibility  of  a joint  school,  between 
Emiistymon  and  Kilrush  Unions,  being  established  at  Miltown  Malbay,  where 
I think  suitable  premises  could  be  had. 

The  collection  last  week  amounted  to  164/,,  a number  of  decrees  were 
obtained  at  the  quarter  sessions  this  week  against  defaulters,  which  I have 
no  doubt  will  have  a good  effect,  as  it  is  the  first  time  that  mode  of  enforcing 
]>ayment  has  been  resorted  to  in  this  Union,  except  in  an  individual  case.  The 
Vice-Guardians  are  stimulating  the  collectors,  and  have  decided  upon  proceed- 
iag  against  the  most  dilatory. 

I have  handed  over  500/.,  a grant  from  the  British  Relief  Association,  which, 
added  to  an  advance  I expect  ere  many  days  from  the  treasurer,  will  relieve 
the  Guardians  from  various  embarrassments. 

The  number  of  the  out-door  relief,  for  week  ending  29th  April,  was  6021 
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cases,  haying  1593  dependent  upon  them,  making  a total  of  17,614  souls,  at  a 
weekly  cost  of  418/. 

The  number  in  the  house  on  yesterday  was  1288,  of  this  number  139  were  m 
the  fever  wards. 

I need  only  add,  that  my  inclination  as  well  as  my  duty  lead  me  to  adopt 
means  to  carry  out  the  Commissioners  instructions  to  relieve  suffering  and  save 
life. 


Medical  Report  for  the  week  ending  Saturday  May  6,  1848. 

N umber  in  infirmary  by  last  report 

Admitted  (luring  the  week ^ 


Discharged  . 

Sent  to  fever  wards 
Died 


22 

12 

22 


322 

56 


Number  in  infirmary  this  day 266 

Number  in  fever  hospital  by  last  report  ....  167 
Admitted  during  the  week  63 


230 

. 79 
. 12 
— 91 
44 
76 
13 
6 


Total  in  fever  wards  this  day 139 

In  girls’  dysentery  ward  (Daly’s  house) 38 

In  girls’  skin  disease  ward  ditto  31 

In  boys’  skin  disease  ward  (infirmary) 54 

In  male  old  and  infirm  ward 6 

In  female  ditto  ditto 8 


Total  under  medical  treatment  this  day 
Total  number  of  deaths  during  the  week 

Infirmary,  May  6, 1848- 


. . 542 

. . ~34 

Thos.  B.  O’Donnell. 


Discharged  cured 
Died 

Men 

Women  . 

Boys 

Girls 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — May  12, 1848. 

In  reference  to  your  observations  as  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  trust- 
worthy persons  to  superintend  the  out-door  labour,  in  consequence  of  the  laW 
standard  of  morals  among  the  class  from  which  the  superintendents  are  ob- 
tained, and  the  indisposition  among  the  ratepayers  to  expose  abuse  and  fraud, 
the  Commissioners  desire  to  state,  that  however  much  this  state  of  things  is  to  be 
regretted,  they  can  only  recommend  you  and  the  Vice-Guardians  to  endeavour 
to  counteract  it  by  the  establishment  of  efficient  checks,  and  by  exercising  as 
close  and  rigorous  a control,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  your  time 
will  admit.  It  appears  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  that  you  should  lose  no 
opportunity  of  exposing,  and  if  possible  punishing  any  cases  of  abuse  and  fraud 
that  may  come  to  your  knowledge.  The  Commissioners  would  be  glad  to 
receive  from  you  the  particulars  of  any  specific  cases  of  the  kind  which  may 
come  before  you.  The  destitution  of  the  Union  in  a medical  point  of  view,  has, 
as  you  are  aware,  been  already  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  they  have  communicated  with  the  Central  Board  of  Health  on  the  subject, 
and  the  result  is  that  two  medical  officers  are  about  to  be  sent  down  by  that 
Board  for  the  purpose  of  affording  dispensary  relief  in  two  of  the  most  dis- 
tressed districts  of  the  Union. 

Your  suggestion  that  the  county  fever  hospital  should  be  put  on  a better 
footing,  and  accommodation  provided  for  at  least  200  patients,  is  not  one  that 
falls  within  the  province  of  the  Commissioners,  but  the  Vice-Guardians  have 
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ample  powers  for  providing  medical  relief,  independently  of  the  county  fever 
hospital. 

A fever  hospital  might  be  procured  under  a requisition  from  the  Board  of 
Health,  or  the  Board  of  Guardians,  ought  under  the  authority  of  the  16th 
section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  to  hire  a house  or  houses,  in  any 
part  of  the  Union  for  the  reception  and  medical  treatment  of  poor  persons  affected 
with  fever  or  other  contagious  disease. 

If  further  out-door  medical  aid  is  required,  a further  representation  should 
be  made  to  the  Commissioners  and  a specific  recommendation  made  to  them. 
They  would  then  be  prepared  to  direct  the  appointment  of  a medical  officer,  or 
medical  officers,  under  the  5th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief  Extension  Act,  or  to 
take  such  other  steps  as  might  appear  to  be  required.  Meantime,  however,  the 
Commissioners  cannot  but  regard  the  large  number  of  sick  (542)  under  the 
charge  of  one  medical  officer,  unaided  by  an  apothecary,  as  highly  unsatisfactory. 
The  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that  Dr.  O'Donnell  uses  every  exertion  to 
discharge  the  heavy  duties  which  devolves  upon  him  in  a satisfactory  manner, 
but  with  so  large  a number  of  sick  in  the  workhouse,  it  appears  to  be  of  the 
very  highest  importance  that  the  appointment  of  a competent  resident  apothe- 
cary, which  has  already  been  agreed  to  should  be  made  at  the  earliest  practicable 
period. 

The  Commissioners  highly  approve  of  your  suggestion,  that  some  industrial 
training  should  be  established  for  the  children  in  the  workhouse,  but  in  regard 
to  the  proposed  joint  school  for  the  Unions  of  Kilrush  and  Ennistymon,  the 
Commissioners  believe  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  the  establishment  of 
such  a school  would  not  be  practicable,  but  it  is  possible  that  a proposition  for 
the  alteration  of  the  law  on  this  point  may  be  submitted  to  Parliament  during 
the  present  session. 
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Thurles  Union. 

THURLES  UNION. 

Mr.  Labarte,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  the  Commissionebs  : — 
February  5,  1848. 

I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that,  pursuant 
to  directions,  I arrived  here  on  the  3rd  instant,  and  having  learned  that  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  would  be  held  upon  the  following  day,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  (although  I have  not  yet  received  the  official  instrument  of 
my  appointment  as  Temporary  Inspector)  to  attend  at  the  poorhouse.  The 
business  transacted  was  confined  to  the  election  of  a temporary  relieving  officer 
for  the  Thurles  district,  to  act  until  a fit  person  should  be  elected,  as  directed 
by  the  general  order  of  the  Commissioners.  The  Board  also  examined  the 
relieving  officers’  weekly  receipt  and  expenditure  books,  for  which  purpose  the 
Guardiaus  now  meet  upon  Friday  in  each  week,  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the 
Board  being  on  Tuesdays.  From  the  inquiries  I have  been  enabled  to  make,  I 
regret  to  say,  that  the  number  of  able-bodied  poor  receiving  out-door  relief 
under  the  sealed  order  of  the  Commissioners,  is  increasing  every  week ; and 
that  in  no  instance  has  any  test  of  destitution  (in  the  shape  of  labour  in  return 
for  relief)  been  as  yet  applied.  I mean  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  Board 
at  the  next  meeting  on  Tuesday,  and  will  communicate  the  result  in  my  next, 
report  to  the  Commissioners. 


Mr.  Labarte  to  the  Commissioners: — February  9,  1S4S. 

I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  on  Monday 
the  7th  instant  I carefully  inspected  every  portion  of  the  Union  workhouse; 
and  considering  the  number  of  the  inmates,  and  the  unfavourable  state  of  the 
day  upon  which  I examined  it,  I found  it  as  well  managed  in  respect  to  internal 
order  and  cleanliness  as  I could  possibly  expect.  Originally  intended  to  contain 
700  paupers,  the  number  at  present  on  the  books  receiving  in-door  relief  amounts 
to  about  960 ; still  I am  inclined  to  think  that  by  proper  arrangements  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  workhouse  m its  present  state  could  be 
made  to  contain  a still  larger  number  without  inconvenient  or  dangerous  con- 
sequences to  its  present  inmates.  I am  aware,  however,  that  in  this  opinion  the 
medical  officer  does  not  coincide.  At  present  the  house  is  very  healthy  and. 
free  from  contagious  fever ; and  although  so  many  as  80  cases  are  now  under 
medical  superintendence,  most  of  them  arc  caused  by  the  prevailing  influenza, 
and  none  of  them  can  be  considered  as  dangerous  to  life.  The  Board  of  Guar- 
dians having  recently  contracted  to  rent  as  an  auxiliary  workhouse,  a building 
(the  property  ol  one  of  the  Board)  at  some  little  distance  from  the  present 
house,  it  is  now  being  put  into  a state  of  repair,  and  added  to,  and  when  finished 
will  accommodate  about  300  paupers.  In  the  present  unfavourable  weather, 
the  workmen  are  unable  to  carry  on  their  labours ; and  I fear  it  will  be  some 
time  before  the  entire  building  can  be  made  applicable  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  is  intended.  This  arrangement  having  been  concluded  before  I entered  on 
my  duties  here,  it  is  perhaps  out  of  my  province  to  advert  to  it,  particularly  as 
I presume  it  has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  ; still  I cannot  help 
stating,  that  in  my  opinion  the  arrangement  was  a very  improvident  one  on  the 
part  of  the  Board,  acting  on  behalf  of  the  ratepayers  as  trustees  of  the  public 
money. 

. At  Present  the  original  portion  of  this  auxiliary  workhouse  is  occupied  at 
night  by  about  100  ol  the  boys  under  15  years  of  age,  who  are  removed  there 
every  evening  and  return  again  in  the  morning.  It  appears  to  me  that  when 
this  building  shall  be  in  a fit  state  to  receive  the  entire  number  for  which  ifc  is 
intended,  it  would  be  very  advisable  to  remove  the  schools  from  the  present 
house  altogether ; and  arrange  that  the  pauper  children  of  both  sexes  should, 
under  proper  control,  occupy  the  auxiliary  house  for  all  purposes  (excepting 
meals,  as  it  is  sufficiently  near  the  present  house  to  do  so  without  much  incon- 
venience to  the  workhouse  officers.  This  arrangement  would  afford  a consi- 
derable increase  of  room  for  able-bodied  paupers,  as  the  dormitories  now  occupied 
by  the  children  (as  also  the  schoolrooms)  could  be  then  applied  to  that  purpose; 
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but  it  will  of  course  depend  upon  the  time  at  which  the  new  building  shall  be 
in  a fit  state  to  receive  all  the  children,  who  are  now  obliged  to  attend  the 
schools.  With  respect  to  the  three  classes  of  paupers  contemplated  by  the  1st 
section  of  10th  Vic.,  cap.  31,  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  this  Union  has  aban- 
doned the  sy  stem  (at  first  adopted)  of  giving  out-door  relief  in  money  ; and  there 
are  very  many  paupers  now  in  the  house  belonging  to  one  or  other  of  those 
classes.  The  removal  of  these  parties,  or  at  least  such  of  them  as  are  not  utterly 
disabled  by  old  age  or  sickness,  would  also  considerably  increase  the  space  which 
would  be  then  applicable  for  the  use  of  the  able-bodied  poor. 

Having  thus  stated  my  opinion  as  to  the  present  state  of  the  house,  and  the 
means  of  providing  increased  accommodation  for  able-bodied  paupers,  I now 
proceed  to  detail  the  result  of  my  attendance  at  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the 
Guardians  held  yesterday,  at  which  I took  an  early  opportunity  of  bringing 
under  the  notice  of  the  Board  the  great  amount  (now  weekly  increasing)  of  out- 
door relief,  given  without  check  or  control  to  more  than  16,000  destitute  poor 
(being  equal  to  two-thirds  of  the  numbers  relieved  under  the  Temporary  Relief 
Act,  at  the  worst  period  of  the  last  year),  and  the  absolute  necessity  that  existed 
of  endeavouring  to  stay  the  evil,  by  the  immediate  adoption  of  the  test  directed 
by  the  Commissioners;  as  being  in  fact  the  condition  ujjon  which  the  sealed 
order  was  issued,  enabling  the  Guardians  to  grant  relief  under  the  2nd  section 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament.  Various  objection  were  urged  by  different  members 
of  the  Board ; and  most  of  the  Guardians  then  present,  while  they  admitted  the 
extent  of  the  evil,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  having  some  test  by  which  to 
distinguish  real  from  assumed  or  apparent  destitution,  were  still  very  much 
opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  test  of  stone-breaking,  as  directed  by  the  Com- 
missioners ; and  all  of  them  advocated  the  application  of  pauper  labour,  in  some 
shape  or  other,  to  the  cultivation  of  the  land.  Amongst  other  views  put  forward 
at  the  Board,  Mr.  Lanigan,  the  chairman,  read  a statement  and  calculations 
prepared  by  himself,  pointing  out  the  disadvantages  which,  in  his  opinion,  must 
follow  from  the  adoption  of  the  test  of  stone-breaking ; but  as  the  Guardians 
had  been  previously  in  correspondence  with  the  Commissioners  on  this  subject, 
and  had  not  succeeded  in  inducing  the  latter  to  sanction  any  other  plan  or  test 
as  the  condition  upon  which  such  relief  should  be  given,  I felt  it  my  duty  to 
impress  upon  the  Guardians  the  obvious  impolicy  of  further  delay ; and  that  it 
wrould  only  be  a waste  of  time  to  argue  the  matter  at  greater  length  without 
the  least  prospect  of  success  upon  their  parts ; and  with  that  view  I read  such 
portions  of  the  circular  addressed  to  their  clerk,  as  detail  the  objections  enter- 
tained by  the  Commissioners  to  any  other  than  the  proposed  test ; and  also  the 
suggestions  offered  by  the  Commissioners  for  carrying  their  own  views  into  effect 
with  the  least  possible  delay.  I also  urged  upon  the  Board,  that  as  the  sealed 
order  would  expire  in  a month,  it  might  possibly  be  a question,  if  the  Commis- 
sioners would  consent  to  renew  the  order,  unless  the  Board  evinced  a corre- 
sponding inclination  to  meet  their  views,  and  carry  out  their  directions  to  the 
fullest  extent.  After  a considerable  discussion,  I am  happy  to  inform  you,  that 
a resolution  (although  containing  a protest  against  the  test)  passed  the  Board 
without  any  amendment  being  moved ; and  the  Guardians  are  now  pledged  to 
adopt  the  test  without  further  delay ; and  with  that  view  they  have  appointed 
next  Tuesday  for  the  selection  of  a sufficient  number  of  superintendents  in  all 
the  electoral  divisions,  and  for  adopting  other  measures  towards  carrying  out  the 
views  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  fullest  extent  required  by  them. 

I am  happy  to  say  the  finances  of  the  Union  are  improving,  and  the  majority 
of  the  collectors  appear  to  be  using  every  practicable  exertion  in  order  to  collect 
the  rates ; still  there  is  a very  large  sum  due  for  arrears,  and  many  of  the  Guar- 
dians are  themselves  in  arrear.  But  I mean  to  urge  on  the  collectors,  by  every 
means,  to  a performance  of  their  duties ; and  trust  that  the  next  few  weeks 
will  exhibit  a still  further  improvement  in  this  department.  I am  sorry  to 
observe  that  there  is  at  present  no  employment  for  labour,  though  this  may  in 
some  measure  be  ascribed  to  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  weather  for  field 
cultivation. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Labarte  : — February  17,  1848. 

I am  to  express  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  with  the  result  of 
your  exertions  to  induce  the  Guardians  to  adopt  the  labour  test. 
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The  Commissioners  feel  confident  that  if  fairly  carried  out,  it  will  be  attended 
with  success,  and  will  economize  the  expenditure. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  send  an  esti- 
mate of  the  implements  required  by  the  Guardians,  and  which  can  be  lurmshed 
from  the  depots  of  the  Board  ol  Works.  . - „ 

The  Commissioners  concur  entirely  in  your  views,  regarding  the  means  oi 
making  further  room  in  the  workhouse  for  the  able-bodied ; and  lor  this  purpose 
they  think  that  allowances,  partly  at  least  in  money,  might  be  made  with  advan- 
tage to  parties  relievable  out  of  the  workhouse  under  section  1. 


Mr.  Labarte  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  16,  1848. 

Since  the  date  of  my  report  of  the  9th  instant,  I have  again  partially 
inspected  the  interior  of  the  workhouse ; and  my  visit  being  unexpected,  I am 
sorry  to  say  I did  not  find  the  house  managed  in  quite  so  satisfactory  a manner, 
or  so  much  in  conformity  with  the  general  orders  ol  the  Commissioners,  as 
upon  my  previous  inspection  I conceived  it  to  be.  The  great  delects  in  the 
management  of  the  house  appear  to  be,  a general  want  ol  system  on  the  part 
of  the  master,  and  a want  of  efficient  control  on  the  part  ol  the  Guardians. 
It  is  true  there  is  a Visiting  Committee,  but  it  is  a Committee  only  in  name; 
for  I cannot  find  (upon  inquiry)  that  the  members  ever  inspect  the  house,  or 
exercise  any  real  restraint  upon  the  conduct  of  the  officers.  The  natural  con- 
sequences have  followed ; and  the  workhouse  officers  leeling  themselves  in 
some  measure  released  from  the  fear  of  being  held  responsible  lor  any  devia- 
tions from  the  general  orders,  conceived  themselves  justified  in  acting  upon 
their  own  judgments,  or  in  accordance  with  their  own  inclinations,  and  thus  a 
want  of  systematical  arrangement  in  the  management  of  the  house  has  been 
permitted  to  take  place.  This  must  not  be  allowed  to  continue  ; and  my  con- 
stant care  and  attention  will  be  devoted  to  the  introduction  of  a better  system 
in  strict  conformity  with  the  general  orders  of  the  Commissioners.  I yester- 
day brought  this  matter  very  fully  before  the  Board.  The  Guardians  appear 
to  be  quite  aware  of  the  necessity  of  exercising  a strict  control  over  all  their 
officers ; and  if  they  will  only  give  me  an  effectual  support,  and  the  assistance 
of  an  active  House  Committee,  I hope  in  a very  short  time  to  be  able  to  report 
more  favourably  as  to  the  management  of  the  interior  of  the  house. 

The  number  of  paupers  in  the  house  continues  to  increase,  and  now  amounts 
to  upwards  of  1000  souls ; nevertheless  the  house  continues  in  a very  healthy 
state,  and  the  report  of  the  medical  officer  is  exceedingly  favourable ; only  one 
case  of  death  occurred  during  last  week.  The  number  of  patients  in  the  in- 
firmary is  less  than  during  the  preceding  week,  and  the  house  is  quite  free 
from  fever  or  epidemical  disease  of  any  sort. 

With  respect  to  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied,  I regret  to  find  that  the 
relieving  officers’  weekly  returns  continue  to  exhibit  an  increasing  number  of 
applications ; and  this  I fear  will  continue  to  be  the  case  until  the  labour  test, 
as  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  shall  be  equally  and  stringently  applied 
throughout  the  Union.  The  number  now  receiving  out-door  relief  amounts  (in 
round  numbers)  to  about'  17,500.  This  subject  was  again  fully  discussed  by 
the  Guardians  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  held  upon  yesterday ; but  from  the 
evident  disinclination  of  some  of  the  members,  and  from  the  number  of  diffi- 
culties that  really  surround  the  subject,  I fear  it  will  be  some  time  before  the 
labour  test  can  be  brought  into  complete  operation  in  every  part  of  the  Union ; 
still  some  progress  has  been  made,  superintendents  were  selected  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  local  Guardians,  in  some  of  the  electoral  divisions,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  able-bodied  male  paupers  now  receiving  relief; 
and  the  parties  so  selected,  were  directed  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  Board- 
room  upon  Friday  next  to  receive  their  instructions.  I expect  that  in  those 
electoral  divisions  the  system  will  be  in  operation  in  the  course  of  the  next 
week  ; and  I have  no  doubt  that  its  advantages  as  a test  of  real  destitution  will 
be  then  fully  admitted,  even  by  those  who  are  now  opposed  to  its  adoption. 

Tho  finances  of  the  Union  continue  to  receive  my  particular  attention,  and 
although  the  amount  of  rates  which  remains  uncollected  is  still  very  great 
(about  12,000?.),  the  receipts  during  the  past  week,  are  on  the  whole  satisfac- 
tory ; the  amount  lodged  with  the  treasurer  is  about  660 1. ; and  the  balance  m 
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his  hands  is  now  about  1 100A  One-third  of  the  entire  rate  and  arrears  has 
been  paid  in  to  the  credit  of  the  Union ; and  I have  impressed  upon  the  col- 
lectors the  necessity  of  increased  exertions  upon  their  parts.  The  Union  (as  I 
am  informed)  is  quite  free  from  debts  of  any  sort. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  21,  1848. 

I am  to  express  to  you  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  with  your 
report  of  the  healthy  state  of  the  workhouse,  and  a hope  that  your  exertions  to 
improve  the  interior  management  of  the  house  will  be  attended  with  success. 
I am  at  the  same  time  to  forward  to  you  the  accompanying  return,  furnished  to 
the  Commissioners  by  the  clerk  of  the  Thurles  Union,  of  the  names  of  the  four 
highest  ratepayers  in  each  electoral  division,  and  the  amount  of  poor-rate  due 
by  each,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  total  sum  of  1354/.,  is  due  by  persons 
coming  within  that  denomination,  amongst  whom  are  to  be  found  no  fewer 
than  13  members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  The  last  rate  was  made  on  the 
19th  and  26th  of  October  last,  and  amounting  in  the  whole,  to  19,014/. ; of  this 
sum  1035/.  was  collected  in  the  month  of  November,  1672/.  in  December,  and 
2510/.  in  January,  making  a total  of  5217/.  collected  to  the  end  of  the  last- 
mentioned  month,  and  leaving  the  sum  of  13,797/.,  or  nearly  three-fourths  of  the 
entire  amount,  then  outstanding.  This  backward  state  of  the  collection  in  the 
Thurles  Union,  after  the  lapse  of  three  months,  and  those  months  comprising 
as  they  did,  the  season  of  the  year  best  suited  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  rate^ 
must  be  in  a great  measure  attributed  to  the  example  of  default  set  to  the  rate- 
payers by  so  large  a number  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  who 
were  strongly  but  ineffectually  urged  by  the  Commissioners,  in  their  letter  of 
the  10th  ultimo,  to  discharge  their  liabilities  to  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  bestow  your  particular  attention 
upon  the  state  of  the  collection  in  this  Union,  and  that  you  will  endeavour  by 
all  means  in  your  power  to  secure  the  payment  of  rate  by  every  party  who  is 
really  aide  to  pay,  without  permitting  any  unnecessary  delay  to  take  place. 


Mr.  Labarte  to  the  Commissioners: — February  23,  1848. 

In  that  part  of  my  report  of  the  16th  instant,  which  had  reference  to 
the  discipline  and  management  of  the  workhouse,  I stated  that  many  of  the 
evils  of  which  I complained,  were  mainly  owing  to  the  want  of  an  efficient. 
Visiting  Committee ; and  the  more  frequently  I have  since  visited  the  house, 
the  more  I am  convinced,  that  without  the  assistance  and  active  superintendence 
of  such  a Committee,  it  will  be  useless  to  attempt,  and  impossible  to  effect,  such 
changes  as  appear  to  be  both  desirable  and  necessary,  in  order  to  render  its  dis- 
cipline in  some  degree  conformable  to  the  regulations  of  the  Commissioners. 

In  its  present  state  the  house  is  in  my  opinion,  both  in  respect  to  its  outward 
appearance,  and  its  interior  arrangements,  in  a very  defective  condition.  The 
former  may  possibly  have  arisen  from  the  want  of  the  necessary  funds  to  put 
the  house  into  a more  complete  state,  for  at  present  it  has  a very  unfinished 
appearance ; the  boundary  walls  have  never  been  completed,  and  consequently 
access  to  this  town  is  much  too  easily  attainable  : and  even  in  some  parts,  where 
the  walls  of  the  yards  have  been  raised  to  their  full  height,  they  are  in  my 
opinion  still  too  low ; and  in  fact  (as  I am  informed),  the  paupers  frequently 
scale  them.  In  the  interior  the  classification  appears  to  be  very  defective  ; but 
whether  this  arises  from  the  want  of  sufficient  accommodation  to  provide  for 
the  great  increase  in  the  number  of  the  inmates  over  the  amount  for  which  the 
house  was  originally  intended  (viz.,  700),  or  from  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
officers,  I cannot  determine.  Some  of  the  wards  appear  to  me  insufficiently 
provided  with  bedding  for  the  number  of  persons  they  contain,  while  in  others 
it  is  exactly  the  reverse.  The  hours  of  breakfast  and  dinner  have  been  uncer- 
tain, and  too  often  made  to  depend  upon  the  regularity  of  the  contractors,  or 
the  convenience  of  the  master ; but  this  latter  subject  of  complaint  I have 
already  in  some  manner,  though  not  altogether,  rectified  ; and  the  blameable 
parties  appear  now  to  be  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  of  a more  strict  and  regu- 
lar performance  of  their  several  duties.  Still  very  much  remains  to  be  effected 
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both  as  to  the  minor  details  and  general  management  of  the  house.  I there- 
fore felt  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  subject  again  before  the  Guardians  at  their 
ordinary  meeting  yesterday,  and  a Committee  (of  seven  members)  was  then 
appointed  to  inspect  the  house  at  least  once  in  each  week,  and  to  assist  me  in 
carrying  out  such  improvements  as,  upon  consideration,  shall  appear  to  be 
necessary ; how  far  I may  be  enabled,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Com- 
mittee, to  effect  any  permanent  changes  for  the  better,  or  how  far  the  members 
now  nominated  will  really  devote  their  time  to  the  duties  they  have  undertaken, 
remains  to  be  seen  ; but  it  shall  not  be  my  fault  if  this  Committee  does  not 
effect  some  reformations  in  the  management  of  the  house.  The  house  continues 
in  a very  healthy  state;  although  now  containing  1048  paupers  on  the  roll,  it 
is  still  free  from  fever  or  other  contagious  disease. 

With  respect  to  out-door  relief,  I regret  to  observe  that  the  relieving  officers’ 
books  continue  to  exhibit  an  increase,  though  not  a very  large  one,  in  the  num- 
ber of  applications.  There  are  now  about  17,700  names  upon  their  lists;  and 
the  cost  of  relief  for  the  past  week  appears  to  have  been  about  390/.  The 
test  has  not  yet  been  brought  into  operation  for  want  of  the  necessary  imple- 
ments for  the  men,  and  also  because  some  of  the  minor  arrangement  required 
to  be  completed,  such  as  printing  labour  lists,  forms,  &c.  With  respect  to  the 
tools,  I hope  to  forward  by  this  day’s  post  a schedule  of  such  implements  as 
appear  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  sufficient  for  the  number  of  labourers  likely 
to  be  employed ; and  when  these  shall  have  been  supplied,  the  test  will  be  put 
into  operation  without  further  delay.  For  the  purpose  of  checking  the  labour 
lists,  and  preventing  imposition  on  the  part  of  either  relieving  officers,  over- 
seers, or  labourers,  the  Guardians  have  adopted  (with  some  trifling  alterations) 
such  of  the  forms  used  by  the  Ballina  Board  of  Vice-Guardians,  as  appeared  to 
be  applicable  to  the  object  in  view. 

In  regard  to  the  collection  of  rates,  I took  occasion  yesterday  to  impress  upon 
the  Guardians  the  necessity  of  compelling  the  collectors  to  perform  their  duties 
more  impartially  and  effectively ; and  I called  their  attention  to  the  fact,  that 
so  many  of  the  Guardians  were  themselves  defaulters  to  a large  amount.  I 
cannot  say  that  my  observations  were  particularly  well  received  ; and  the  read- 
ing of  the  list  of  the  four  highest  defaulters  in  each  electoral  division,  was  not 
permitted  to  take  place  without  a division  finally,  however,  a resolution  was 
passed  confirming  a previous  one,  that  the  collectors  should  be  required  to  fur- 
nish such  a list  to  the  Board  every  week  ; and  should  also  collect  within  the 
same  period  not  less  than  10  per  cent,  of  the  amount  contained  in  their  several 
warrants.  I have  again  urged  upon  the  collectors  the  necessity  of  making 
increased  and  strenuous  exertions  to  collect  as  much  as  possible  of  the  out- 
standing rates;  and  I shall  continue  to  give  my  particular  attention  to  this  part 
of  my  duty.  The  amount  alleady  collected  and  lodged  with  the  treasurer,  is 
something  over  7300/.,  or  nearly  two-fifths  of  the  entire  rate  ; and  the  balance 
now  in  his  hands  amounts  to  over  1700/.  The  weekly  expenditure  for  relief 
(in-door  and  out-door)  amounted  to  considerably  less  than  500/. 


Mr.  Labarte  to  the  Commissioners: — March  1,  1848. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  I have  been  pre- 
vented by  severe  indisposition  (which  I felt  it  my  duty  to  apprize  you  of  by 
letter  of  the  27th  ultimo)  from  making  my  usual  inspection  of  the  workhouse; 
neither  was  I able  to  attend  at  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  yesterday,  as  I 
fully  intended  to  do.  The  Visiting  Committee  recently  appointed  to  assist  me 
in  carrying  out  the  general  orders  of  the  Commissioners  met  by  appointment 
upon  Friday  last ; but  as  I was  not  then  in  attendance,  the  members  (for  what 
reason  I am  unable  to  conjecture)  did  not  conceive  it  necessary  to  examine  the 
house  in  my  absence.  However,  as  the  Committee  will  meet  again  on  Friday 
next,  and  as  I am  sufficiently  recovered  to  resume  my  duties,  I hope  to  be  in 
attendance  at  the  workhouse  on  that  day. 

I have  now  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  the 
general  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  house  continues  to  be  very  satisfactory, 
although  the  number  of  admissions  during  the  past  week  exhibits  a small 
increase  over  the  previous  one. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


S3  7 


According  to  the  master’s  report  there  are  now  1053  paupers  in  the  house, 
being  fully,  one^third  more  than  it  was  originally  intended  to  contain.  The 
expenses  of  the  house  amounted  to  88/.  36-.  4 d.,  or  1#.  7 id.  per  head.  The 
number  now  in  hospital  amounts  to  68,  and  the  deaths  during  the  week  have 
been  seven.  There  is  no  fever  in  the  house. 

In  respect  to  the  numbers  receiving  out-door  relief,  I find,  from  the  Applica- 
tion and  Report  Books  of  the  several  relieving  officers,  they  still  continue  to 
exhibit  a gradual  increase,  and  there  are  now  17,800  souls  relieved  at  a cost  of 
391/.  4s.,  or  5 d.  per  head. 

That  there  has  been  no  decrease  in  the  number  of  paupers  receiving  out-door 
relief  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  fact  that  no  test  of  actual  destitution  has  been  yet 
applied,  as  I fully  expected  would  have  been  the  case.  This  omission  has  arisen 
solely  from  the  want  of  the  necessary  implements  for  labour,  a schedule  of 
which  (specifying  the  quantity  and  descriptions  required)  I transmitted  to 
Dublin  on  the  23rd  ultimo,  as  directed  by  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo  ; but 
no  order,  as  far  as  I am  informed,  has  yet  been  sent  to  the  party  having  the 
charge  of  the  implements,  to  hand  them  over  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  for 
the  use  of  the  Union.  This  delay  is  of  serious  moment,  for  until  the  labour 
test  be  fairly  applied,  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  relieving  officers,  however 
willing  they  may  be,  from  the  extent  of  their  districts  and  from  the  number  of 
the  applicants  for  relief,  properly  to  investigate  each  separate  case  as  it  happens 
to  come  before  them ; and  I have  no  doubt  but  that  hundreds  (I  might  almost 
say  thousands),  particularly  in  and  about  this  town,  are  now  in  the  receipt  of 
out-door  relief  who  have  some  available  means  of  support,  and  ought  not  to  be 
fed  at  the  expense  of  the  Union. 

The  amount  of  the  poor-rates  lodged  by  the  collectors  to  the  credit  of  the 
Union  during  the  past  week  exhibits  a trifling  decrease  as  compared  with  the 
previous  week,  and  is  not  as  satisfactory  as  I anticipated  in  my  last  report  that 
it  would  be. 

The  collectors  have  many  obstacles  to  contend  with,  apart  from  the  general 
unwillingness  of  the  small  farmers  to  pay  their  rates.  Many  of  the  Guardians 
are  themselves  in  arrear  for  small  sums ; and  although  exceedingly  sensitive 
when  their  names  are  read  out  at  the  Board  as  defaulters,  yet  they  seldom 
hesitate,  even  when  complaining  of  the  severity  of  the  tax,  to  increase  the 
burdens  of  the  Union,  and  vote  away  its  funds  for  any  purpose  whatever,  and 
will  sometimes  excuse  a collector  for  remissness  of  duty  when  it  happens  to 
occur  in  their  own  immediate  neighbourhoods.  The  amount  lodged  during 
the  vreek  was  62 7/.  9$.  7 cl.,  leaving  11,064/.  10s.  4 d.  of  the  rate  still  uncollected. 
The  balance  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  is  1063/. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  10,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  observations  with  respect  to  the  obstacles  which 
you  state  that  the  collectors  of  poor-rate  in  the  Union  have  to  contend  with  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duty,  I am  to  state  that  they  should  be  urged  to  distrain 
under  their  own  warrants,  or  to  take  proceedings  by  way  of  six  days’  notice, 
or  summons.  The  former  course  the  Commissioners  have  reason  to  think  the 
most  effectual. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  written  to  the 
Board  of  Works,  calling  their  attention  to  the  Commissioners’  letters  of  the 
29th  ultimo  and  3rd  instant,  and  requesting  the  transmission  of  an  order  to  you, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  for  the  implements  required  for  the  employ- 
ment out  of  doors  of  the  able-bodied  poor  in  the  Thurles  Union. 


Mr.  Labarte  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  6,  1848. 

Adverting  to  circular  of  the  2nd  of  March,  and  the  proposed  determi- 
nation or  suspension  on  the  18th  of  this  month  of  all  orders  under  the 
2nd  section  of  the  Poor  Law  Extension  Act  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able- 
bodied  men,  I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  in 
the  present  condition  of  the  labouring  poor  in  this  Union  I do  not  think  it 
would  be  safe  or  advisable  to  bring  the  existing  system  of  relief  to  so  abrupt  a 
termination. 

5 P 
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Thuries  Union,  ]yiy  objections  resolve  themselves  into  three  heads : • 

1st.  The  amount  of  destitution  that  really  exists  : 

2ndly.  The  general  want  of  employment  throughout  the  entire  Union  : and, 

3rdly.  The  non-application  as  yet  of  any  labour-test  by  which  to  discriminate 
between  real  and  assumed  destitution. 

That  there  are  many  and  obvious  evils  attending  the  present  system  of  out- 
door relief  is  true,  and  that  considerable  exaggeration  now  prevails  as  to  the 
amount  of  destitution  is  also  true ; nevertheless,  making  every  allowance  for 
abuses  and  exaggerated  statements,  the  poverty  really  existing  in  almost  every 
part  of  this  Union,  and  more  especially  in  and  about  the  different  towns  and 
villages,  is  unquestionably  great,  and  but  too  apparent;  and  in  my  opinion 
neither  increased  admissions  to  the  workhouse,  nor  the  relief  authorized  under 
the  1st  section  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  are  in  themselves  sufficient  to  afford 
efficient  remedies  for  such  a state  of  things.  I,  therefore,  think  the  cessation  of 
relief  under  the  2nd  section  should  be  very  cautiously  and  gradually  effected. 

At  present  there  is  scarcely  any  employment  for  agricultural  purposes  in  this 
part  of  the  country.  The  very  unfavourable  state  of  the  weather  during  the 
months  of  January  and  February,  and  the  disinclination  or  inability  of  the 
farmers,  partly  caused  by  the  pressure  of  the  landlords  and  the  unusual  amount 
of  the  poor-rate  now  in  course  of  collection,  and  partly  from  the  uncertainty 
that  exists  as  to  their  future  prospects,  have  all  contributed  to  produce  these 
effects ; for  certain  it  is,  the  farmers  scarcely  employ  a single  labourer  that  can 
possibly  be  spared,  but  depend  almost  entirely  upon  the  members  of  their  own 
families  for  the  preparation  of  the  ground ; consequently  that  preparation  is 
still  in  many  places  in  a very  backward  state,  and  in  all  probability  the  next 
harvest  must  necessarily  be  a late  one.  Employment  to  a small  extent  certainly 
exists,  and  I have  even  heard  that  it  has  become  a practice  among  the  farmers 
to  remunerate  their  labourers  in  food  alone ; but  it  is  quite  inadequate  to  pro- 
vide for  the  destitution  that  prevails  among  the  labouring  poor.  Some  employ- 
ment is  also  afforded  on  the  works  of  the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway, 
which  passes  through  the  Union ; and  (when  given)  the  wages  are  very  remu- 
nerative, and  the  work  is  consequently  eagerly  sought  after  by  the  labourers ; 
but  the  employment  is  altogether  casual  and  dependent  upon  the  state  of  the 
weather,  even  in  a far  greater  degree  than  the  cultivation  of  the  land  usually 
is.  The  works  are  often  suspended  for  a week  at  a time,  and  the  men  discharged ; 
and  it  is,  therefore,  hardly  to  be  relied  upon  as  a source  of  employment  for  the 
poor. 

The  labour-test  has  not  been  as  yet  fairly  applied  in  this  Union ; and  as  the 
out-door  relief,  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  has  been  hitherto  given 
with  very  little  discrimination,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  very  advisable 
to  apply  the  test  before  the  out-door  relief  be  entirely  withdrawn  from  the 
able-bodied  poor.  Nominally  the  relief  lists  are  revised  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  but  practically  the  power  of  giving  relief  rests  with  the  relieving 
officers.  The  cases  are  not,  as  they  should  be,  separately  considered ; and  the 
proper  precautions  against  imposition,  such  as  visiting  the  dwellings  of  the 
applicants,  are,  I fear,  very  seldom  taken  by  the  officers  : this  is  more  particu- 
larly the  case  in  the  populous  districts  of  the  Union.  The  relieving  officers 
allege  that  the  districts  are  too  large,  and  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to 
perform  the  duties  required  of  them  by  their  instructions  in  a regular  and 
effective  manner.  Some  allowance  must  also  be  made  for  want  of  experience 
in  carrying  out  the  details  of  a novel  system  of  relief ; but  the  real  difficulty  is 
the  non-application  of  some  efficient  test  of  destitution  to  enable  the  relieving 
officers  to  discriminate  properly  between  cases  of  actual  and  assumed  poverty. 

On  the  whole  I think  it  would  be  advisable  to  extend  for  a short  time  longer 
the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  until  the  labour-test 
shall  have  been  fairly  tried,  which  I confidently  expect  will  have  the  effect  of 
removing  from  the  relief  lists  every  person  who  is  in  employment,  or  who  can 
procure  it : and  also  such  persons  as  have  any  other  means  of  supporting  them- 
selves and  their  families,  such  as  petty  tradesmen  and  artizans,  in  the  towns ; 
and  that  then,  as  the  spring  advances  and  the  market  for  labour  gradually 
expands,  the  able-bodied  males  (and  most  of  the  able-bodied  females  also)  may 
be  expected  to  drop  off  from  the  lists,  and  the  system  of  out-door  relief  be 
brought  to  a safe  and  satisfactory  termination. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  11,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  will  adopt  your  views  as  to  the  continuance  of  the 
order  now  in  force  under  the  2nd  section. 

The  Commissioners  have  your  subsequent  report  under  serious  consideration, 
in  reference  to  the  propriety  of  dissolving  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  they 
think  it  probable  that  steps  will  he  taken  before  the  next  meeting. 

The  Commissioners  have  awaited  the  return  of  papers  from  Mr.  Lloyd  before 
they  sanctioned  the  appointment  of  relieving  officers  for  Thurles  district. 

They  now  sanction  the  appointment  so  as  to  avoid  further  delay. 


Mr.  Labarte  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  8,  1848. 

Since  I last  reported  on  the  state  of  this  Union,  I attended  at  the  work- 
house  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Visiting  Committee,  and  making  an  accurate  inspection  of  the  entire 
establishment.  None  of  the  members,  however,  were  then  in  attendance,  nor 
until  a later  period  of  the  day,  when  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Board,  in 
connexion  with  out-door  relief  was  brought  forward.  I hope  to  have  a better 
attendance  on  Friday  next,  and  have  given  notice  of  my  intention  to  attend  on 
that  day  for  a similar  purpose. 

On  Monday  the  6th  instant  I inspected  the  house,  and  devoted  some  hours  to 
a careful  examination  of  every  part  of  it,  and  I think  I can  perceive  a gradual 
change  for  the  better  since  my  first  inspection.  There  is  an  obvious  improve- 
ment in  the  neatness  and  general  appearance  of  the  interior  of  the  house,  much 
less  hurry  and  confusion  in  the  arrangements  for  the  different  meals,  and  far 
more  attention  to  order  and  discipline  on  the  part  of  both  the  master  and 
matron.  The  latter  in  particular  seems  sensibly  alive  to  the  necessity  of  per- 
forming her  duties  carefully  and  regularly.  Of  the  master,  I am  as  yet  rather 
unwilling  to  pronounce  a decided  opinion  ; nor  have  I had  any  serious  grounds 
of  complaint  to  make  against  him ; but  I have  seen  quite  enough  to  satisfy  me 
that  he  is  deficient  in  energy,  and  by  no  means  intelligent,  and  will  require 
to  be  taught  system  and  regularity  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

With  a view  to  the  cessation  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor  at  no 
remote  period,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  interior  of  the  workhouse  can  be  made 
to  accommodate  a considerably  greater  number  of  paupers  than  it  now  contains ; 
and  I would  therefore  propose,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  medical  officer,  and 
subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners,  making  the  wards  originally 
intended  for  idiots  and  lunatics,  applicable  for  the  reception  of  able-bodied  male 
paupers.  This  would  afford  additional  room  for  a very  considerable  number ; 
and  as  there  is  not  at  present  a single  lunatic,  and  but  one  harmless  idiot  in  the 
house,  I do  not  anticipate  any  valid  objection  to  the  plan  proposed.  It  will  be 
necessary,  however,  to  make  some  trifling  alterations  in  the  building,  such  as 
widening  the  present  narrow  windows,  and  otherwise  increasing  the  ventilation, 
which  is  now  very  defective.  I also  propose  altogether  to  remove  the  boys’ 
school,  and  their  dormitories,  to  the  auxiliary  workhouse  in  the  neighbourhood, 
which  is  now  in  a forward  state  of  preparation.  About  one-half  of  the  boys 
now  in  the  house  sleep  there  at  present.  When  all  shall  have  been  removed, 
there,  they  can  be  brought  twice,  or  if  necessary,  three  times  a day  to  receive 
their  meals  at  the  house,  returning  again  in  charge  of  the  schoolmaster.  By 
this  plan  additional  room  would  be  gained  ; and  then  by  transferring  the  girls’ 
school  to  what  is  now  the  boys’  school-room,  the  large  apartment  now  used  by 
the  former,  could  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  able-bodied  females  as  a day-room, 
which  is  very  much  required ; the  room  now  used  for  that  purpose  being  alto- 
gether too  confined,  and  quite  inadequate  for  the  numbers  of  that  class  now  in 
the  house.  By  following  out  these  arrangements  still  further,  additional  dor- 
mitories can  be  obtained,  and  the  workhouse  test  be  made  more  extensively 
available,  and  this  I am  satisfied  may  be  done  without  over-crowding  the  house 
or  endangering  the  health  of  the  inmates.  At  present  the  house  is  in  a healthy 
state ; and  there  are  no  cases  of  contagious  disease  upon  the  medical  officer’s 
lists.  The  cases  in  hospital  are  67,  and  the  deaths  during  the  last  week  were 
eight ; the  number  of  in-door  paupers  of  all  ages  being  1062. 

Before  I close  my  remarks  upon  the  state  of  the  house,  I wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  some  facts  in  connexion  with  the  auxiliary 
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workhouse,  which  were  the  subject  of  discussion  at  the  Board  of  Guardians 
yesterday,  as  will  appear  upon  reference  to  the  minutes  of  proceedings  trans- 
mitted by  the  clerk.  From  an  examination  of  the  minute  book,  it  would  appear 
that  in  November  last  the  Guardians  entered  into  an  agreement  with  Mr.  P.  B. 
Ryan,  the  vice-chairman  of  the  Board,  to  rent  from  him  for  one  year  certain,  a 
stand-house  on  the  race  course,  near  the  workhouse,  for  the  sum  of  100/.,  as  an 
auxiliary  workhouse. 

As  it  then  stood,  the  building  was  in  an  unfinished  state ; and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  proximity  to  the  poorhouse,  affording,  in  my  opinion,  no  accommodation 
at  all  commensurate  with  the  price  to  be  paid  for  it.  Of  the  rent  of'  100/.,  50/. 
was  actually  paid  in  advance ; and  at  a subsequent  period,  by  a resolution  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  40/.  was  voted  to  Mr.  Ryan  to  complete  the  buildings,  and 
make  the  accommodation  more  extensive.  This  agreement  (at  best)  was  in  my 
judgment  injudicious  and  improvident.  This  gentlemen  has  thus  received  from 
the  representatives  of  the  ratepayers,  the  sum  of  90/.,  for  the  permanent  im- 
provement of  a building,  hired  by  the  Guardians  for  one  year  only,  and  which 
is  not  yet  entirely  applicable  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  taken.  One-half  of 
the  term  agreed  upon  has  nearly  expired,  and  some  time  must  elapse  before  the 
Union  can  get  the  benefit  of  the  arrangement,  such  as  it  is.  This  being-  the  state 
of  facts,  a majority  of  the . elected  Guardians,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  held 
yesterday,  did  not  hesitate  at  Mr.  Ryan’s  request,  to  pass  another  resolution  by 
which  the  remaining  balance  of  the  rent  (50/.),  which  will  not  be  due  until  the 
expiration  of  the  term  in  November  next,  was  directed  to  be  paid  to  him,  on  the 
avowed  ground  of  enabling  him  to  pay  his  poor  rate,  which  has  been  hitherto 
in  arrear  ; and  also  to  enable  him  to  qualify,  if  possible,  as  a candidate  at  the 
ensuing  election  of  Guardians  for  this  Union.  By  a rule  of  the  Board,  a parti- 
cular day  is  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  all  matters  of  finance,  on  which 
there  is  usually  a full  attendance  of  members.  Tire  rule  was  broken  through 
on  this  occasion,  no  notice  of  the  intended  resolution  having  been  given ; and  the 
matter  was  never  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  Finance.  When  the  resolution 
was  brought  forward,  I felt  it  my  duty  to  protest  against  the  adoption  of  a prin- 
ciple, which,  if  carried  out,  would  enable  any  ratepayer  having  an  unsettled 
account  with  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  make  his  claim  a set-off  as  against 
the  payment  of  his  rates ; and  although  the  ex-qfjxclo  Guardians  then  present, 
as  also  a few  of  the  elected  Guardians  protested  strongly  and  afterwards 
voted  against  this  payment  of  rent  in  advance,  a majority  of  the  Board 
passed  the  resolution.  Considering  the  entire  transaction,  the  taking  of  the 
house  from  one  of  their  own  body  at  an  exorbitant  rent,  the  advance  of  one- 
liali  ol  that  rent  at  the  time,  and  the  subsequent  advance  of  a sum  of  money 
or  permanent  additions  to  a building  hired  for  a year  only,  and  now  the  pay- 
ment of  the  remainder  of  the  rent  before  the  expiration  of  the  term,  I cannot 
designate  it  as  being  otherwise  than  a disgraceful  and  profligate  job.  Feel- 
ing thus  strongly,  I deem  it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners 
to  the  matter;  and  as  by  the  regulations,  the  check  upon  the  treasurer  cannot 
pe  signed  by  the  chairman  until  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  the  14th  instant, 
it  is  still  possible  for  the  Commissioners  to  interfere;  and  if  they  think  I have 
a -en  the  proper  view  of  the  transaction,  they  can  communicate  with  the  Board 
ol  ijruar chans  m reference  thereto. 

In  reference  to  the  out-door  relief,  I have  little  to  add  to  my  previous  reports, 
here  has  been  a small  increase  during  the  week  to  the  very  large  number  of 
papers  receiving  relief,  now  about  17,940  souls.  And  I must  again  repeat, 
un  i some  test  of  real  destitution  shall  have  been  stringently  applied,  any 
diminution  m the  numbers  is  scarcely  to  be  hoped  for.  That  the  test  has  not 
n n PV , nb  ° °Peration,  is  solely  from  the  want  of  the  necessary  implements, 
nc  i ^ iave  frequently  asked,  and  which  I fully  expected  to  get  an  order 
“r  I,i  e ®u?ri 3ians>  however,  passed  a resolution  yesterday  to 

apply  the  test  without  further  delay,  in  whatever  way  it  can  best  be  done  under 
the  circumstances.  The  very  great  numbers  appearing  on  the  out-door  relief 
list  for  the  electoral  division  oi  Thurles,  must  be  in  part  ascribed  to  the  want 
oi  a regularly  appointed  relieving  officer  for  that  district,  the  Commissioners 
not  havmg  as  yet  sanctioned  the  recent  election  by  the  Guardians.  Upon  this 
subject,  and  the  inconvemence  attending  the  want  of  a responsible  relieving 
Tery  la.tel7  addressed  a communication  to  the  Commissioners.  To 
that  letter,  and  also  to  my  answer  of  the  6th  instant  to  circular  No.  219  (of 
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the  2nd  March),  I beg  to  refer  as  to  the  present  state  of  out-door  relief  in  this 
Union. 

The  collection  of  the  poor  rate  during  the  last  week,  exhibits  a small  increase 
over  the  amount  lodged  during  the  previous  week : still  it  is  not  by  any  means 
as  satisfactory  as  I could  wish  it  to  be,  and  I felt  it  my  duty  to  express  my 
dissatisfaction,  not  only  to  the  collectors  themselves,  but  also  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  ; and  a resolution  was  passed  in  reference  to  three  of 
the  collectors,  which  I hope  will  have  a salutary  effect  in  urging  them  on  to  a 
better  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  amount  lodged  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  since  the  date  of  my  last  report 
is  650/.  10s.  10c/ ; the  entire  amount  of  rate  and  arrears  collected,  is  8600/. ; 
the  amount  still  to  be  collected  is  10,414/  ; and  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  is  1266/.  This  statement  is  not  a very  flattering  one,  and  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  collecting,  are  more  likely  to  increase  than  diminish  at  this  period 
of  the  year ; still  as  compared  with  some  some  other  Unions  in  the  south  of 
Ireland,  the  contrast  is  not  unfavourable  to  Thurles. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Ladarte; — March  20,  1848. 

I am  to  forward  herewith  for  your  information,  a copy  of  a letter  which 
the  Commissioners  have  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Thurles 
Union,  on  the  subject  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Board  on  the  7th  insant 
and  14th  instant,  respectively,  relative  to  the  sum  of  50/  proposed  to  be  given 
by  the  Board  to  Mr.  P.  B.  Ryan,  for  the  rent  up  to  the  1st  November,  1848,  of 
the  additional  building  which  they  have  taken  from  him. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  : — 

March  20,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  observed  on  the  minutes  of  proceedings  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Thurles  Union,  on  the  7th  instant,  the  resolution 
directing  that  a check  be  given  to  Mr.  P.  B.  Ryan,  for  50/  for  the  rent  up  to 
the  1st  November,  1848,  of  the  additional  building  which  the  Guardians  have 
taken  from  him,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  increased  workhouse  accom- 
modation, and  in  reference  thereto,  I am  directed  to  state  that  the  Commis- 
sioners are  informed  by  Mr.  Labarte,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  that 
the  second  payment  of  50/  was  asked  for  by  Mr.  Ryan,  and  granted  by  the 
Board  in  advance,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  enabling  Mr.  Ryan  to  pay  his 
poor-rates. 

The  Commissioners  have  also  received  from  Mr.  George  Ryan  a copy  of  a 
protest,  signed  by  himself  and  ten  other  ex  officio  Guardians,  against  the  pro- 
posed payment  at  this  time,  of  the  sum  referred  to,  in  the  terms  of  which  protest 
the  Commissioners  have  to  express  their  entire  concurrence. 

Passing  over  the  improvident  and  injudicious  arrangement  made  by  the 
Board  with  Mr.  Ryan,  in  taking  from  him  at  the  large  rent  of  100/  for  a period 
of  twelve  months  only,  a building  on  which  it  has  become  necessary  for  the 
Board  to  expend  40/  in  permanent  improvements,  and  which,  at  the  expiration 
of  nearly  half  the  time,  is  not  yet  available  for  the  use  of  the  Union,  it  is  quite 
manifest  that  the  second  50/  of  the  rent  will  not  be  due  to  Mr.  Ryan  until  the 
expiration  of  the  term ; and  the  Commissioners  regard  the  transaction  as  one  of 
gross  and  disgraceful  partiality  on  the  part  of  the  Board  towards  its  deputy 
vice-chairman. 

Had  this  ;payment  actually  been  made,  and  the  check,  been  given  to  Mr. 
Ryan  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution,  the  Commissioners  would  have  deemed  it 
right  to  dissolve  the  Board  of  Guardians,  which  would  have  wholly  forfeited 
all  claims  to  the  confidence  of  the  rate-payers ; but  as  the  payment  is  not  yet 
actually  made,  and  there  is  time  for  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  retrieve  their 
' error,  the  Commissioners  now  request  the  Guardians,  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  13th  article  of  the  General  Regulations,  to  re- consider  the  reso- 
lutions referred  to,  and  hereby  call  on  them  to  rescind  those  resolutions. 


Thurles  Union. 
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Mr.  George  Ryan  to  tlie  Commissioners  : — March  16,  1848. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  copy  of 
a protest  which  the  ex  officio  Guardians  of  the  Thurles  Union  have  signed  ex- 
pressive of  their  opinion  on  a vote  of  501.  to  Mr.  P.  B.  Ryan,  on  the  7th  instant, 
and.  which  protest  was  refused  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  by  the  castmg  vote 
of  the  chairman  on  the  14th  instant. 


We  the  undersigned  ea;  officio  Guardians  of  the  Thurles  Union,  hereby  protest  against 
the  payment  of  a sum  of  fifty  pounds  voted  by  a majority  of  the  Guardians  assembled  on  the 
7th  instant,  to  Mr.  P.  B.  Ryan,  for  rent  which  will  not  fall  due  till  next  November,  and  we 
request  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  direct  the  especial  attention  of  the  accountant 
to  this  (as  we  conceive)  gross  misapplication  and  illegal  disbursement  of  the  funds  of  the 

We  trust  it  is  only  necessary  to  lay  before  the  Commissioners  the  danger  of  such  a precedent; 
the  obvious  hardship  of  compelling  the  rate-payers  to  pre-pay  (and  to  one  of  the  Guardians) 
a rent  that  will  not  fall  due  for  eight  months  ; the  utter  impossibility  of  carrying  on  the  affairs 
of  the  Union  if  such  a wilful  waste  of  its  funds  be  permitted  or  sanctioned  ; the  fact  that  Mr. 
P.  B.  Ryan,  who  has  obtained  this  vote  is  a defaulter  of  over  60 Z.  for  poor-rates ; the  tendency 
of  such  an  act  to  force  many  who  are  most  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  Union,  to  retire  in 
disgust;  to  draw  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  such  disapprobation  as  will  for  the  future 
effectually  put  a stop  to  a similar  proceeding.  _ 

March  8,  1848. 

George  Ryan,  J.P.,  D.L.  R.  M.  Carden,  J.P. 

John  Lloyd,  J.P.  John  Craven  Carden,  Bart.,  J.P. 

William  Butler,  J.P.  D.  J.  Webb,  J.P. 

James  Lenigan,  J.P.  A.  Hartford,  J.P. 

John  Trant  J.P.  Solomon  L.  Cambie,  J.P. 

Francis  O’Brien,  J.P.  W.  Armstrong,  J.P. 

We  the  undersigned  elected  Guardians,  concur  in  the  above. 

Martin  Quinlan.  Patrick  Fogarty. 

Joseph  Hanly. 


Reply  to  tlie  foregoing: — March  25,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  16th  instant,  forwarding  a copy  of  a protest  signed  by  the  ex  officio 
Guardians  of  the  Thurles  Union,  expressive  of  their  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
granting  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  a check  for  501.  to  Mr.  P.  B.  Ryan, 
being  tlie  balance  of  rent  which  will  not  become  due  to  him  until  November 
next;  and  I am  to  convey  to  you  the  thanks  of  the  Commissioners  for  your 
communication. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  forward  to  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  a letter 
which  the  Commissioners  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  20th 
instant,  upon  this  subject. 


Mr.  Labarte  to  the  Commissioners  March  15,  1848. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  the  Board  of  Guardians  met  on 
Friday,  the  10th,  and  again  upon  the  14th  instant.  On  the  former  occasion  I 
accompanied  the  members  of  the  Visiting  Committee  in  making  an  inspection 
of  the  workhouse ; and  I am  happy  to  he  able  to  report  a still  further  improve- 
ment in  the  appearance  and  management  of  the  establishment.  There  is  still, 
however,  the  same  want  of  methodical  arrangement  and  discipline  on  the  part 
of  the  master,  of  which  I complained  in  my  former  reports.  The  only  matter 
that  came  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Committee,  and  appeared  to  the  mem- 
bers necessary  to  he  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  full  Board,  was  the 
obvious  inferiority  of  the  bread,  when  furnished  to  the  house,  as  compared  with 
the  samples  sent  to  the  Board,  previous  to  the  contract  being  accepted.  I 
frequently  examined  the  bread,  hut  I never  found  it  so  inferior  in  quality  as  it 
appeared  upon  that  day.  A similar  complaint  has  been  frequently  made  of  the 
contractors  for  out-door  relief ; but  by  a recent  order  of  the  Guardians,  the 
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relieving  officers  have  been  directed,  whenever  the  case  occurs,  to  stop  the 
distribution  of  inferior  or  damaged  food,  and  procure  a better  description  upon 
their  own  responsibility.  The  Visiting  Committee  approved  of  my  suo-°-estions 
for  making  the  workhouse  more  extensively  available  for  able-bodied  paupers ; 
and  as  soon  as  the  auxiliary  house  shall  be  entirely  applicable  to  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  taken,  I will  carry  the  proposed  alterations  into  immediate 
effect. 

The  report  of  the  medical  officer  is  very  satisfactory  as  to  the  health  of  the 
house^  The  deaths  during  the  week  were  only  eight,  and  the  cases  in  hospital 
were  70  when  his  return  was  made.  There  are  1084  paupers  of  all  ao-es  now 
in  the  house,  at  a cost  of  Is.  6rZ.  per  head,  or  84/.  19s.  3d.  for  the  week.  The 
number  of  able-bodied  paupers  receiving  out-door  relief  under  the  2nd  section 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament  exhibits  a small  increase  during  the  past  week  over 
the  preceding  one.  There  are  now  17,996  names  returned  on  the  relieving 
officers’  lists.  The  cost  of  out-door  relief  for  the  week  was  398/.  1 Is.,  or  some* 
thing  over  5 d.  per  head.  This  is  doubtless  a bad  state  of  things,  and  indicative 
of  very  great  abuses  in  the  distribution  of  relief,  or  of  great  destitution  in  the 
Union.  Both  circumstances  must  be  taken  into  account  as  having  produced 
this  result ; but  henceforward  I expect  that  the  weekly  returns  wifi  exhibit  a 
considerable  diminution  in  the  numbers  receiving  relief,  as  the  test  will  be  in 
full  operation  throughout  the  Union  before  the  end  of  this  week. 

The  order  of  the  Board  of  Works,  directing  the  storekeeper  at  Templemore 
to  furnish  the  implements  required  by  the  Guardians,  was  this  day  transmitted 
by  the  clerk,  and  they  will  be  distributed  to-morrow  to  the  electoral  divisions. 

The  collection  of  the  poor-rate  during  the  last  week  (I  regret  to  observe)  has 
decreased  in  amount  as  compared  with  the  previous  week,  although  no  exertions 
have  been  spared  upon  my  part  in  urging  the  collectors  to  perform  their  duties 
with  zeal  and  assiduity.  I have  made  it  my  business  to  examine  the  lists  of  the 
ratepayers  in  the  several  electoral  divisions ; and  wherever  I find  the  name  of 
a party  considered  to  be  solvent,  and  appearing  as  a defaulter,  I impress  upon 
the  collector  the  necessity  of  making  an  immediate  application  for  the  rate,  and, 
if  unsuccessful,  of  proceeding  without  further  delay,  either  by  distress  or  sum- 
mons. By  a recent  order  of  the  Guardians,  the  collectors  have  been  allowed 
another  week  to  enable  them  to  make  fresh  efforts,  and  obviate  the  necessity  of 
having  their  names  submitted  to  the  Commissioners  for  dismissal. 

The  sums  lodged  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  during  the  week,  amounted  to 
586/.  15s.  2 d. ; the  balance  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  is  1272/.  2s.  Id. 

Adverting  to  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  7tli  instant  for 
payment  of  the  sum  of  50/.  to  Mr.  P.  B.  Ryan,  for  rent  to  be  due  in  November 
next  for  the  auxiliary  workhouse ; and  to  my  report  of  the  8th  instant,  detail- 
ing the  proceedings  connected  with  that  most  improper  application  of  the  funds 
of  the  Union,  and  which  report,  from  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  I find  has 
been  under  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Commissioners,  I have  now  to  state 
that,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  yesterday,  Mr.  Ryan,  of  Inch  (one  of  the 
ex-officio  Guardians),  whose  regular  attendance  at  the  Board,  and  whose 
familiarity  -with,  and  attention  to,  the  business  of  the  Union  entitle  his  opinions 
to  deference  and  respect,  submitted  a protest,  signed  by  11  of  the  ex-officio 
Guardians  (and  also  by  some  few  of  the  elected  Guardians),  drawn  up  in  strong 
terms,  but  which,  in  my  opinion,  the  circumstances  of  the  case  fully  justified, 
and  moved  its  insertion  on  the  minutes.  This  was  opposed,  and,  after  a discus- 
sion of  a very  angry  character,  the  protest  was  rejected  upon  a division  by  the 
casting  vote  of  the  Chairman.  I have  been  since  informed  by  Mr.  Ryan  that  it 
is  his  intention  to  forward  a copy  of  the  protest  to  the  Commissioners  for  their 
consideration,  who,  I have  little  doubt,  will  be  of  opinion  that  my  last  report  in 
reference  to  this  unfortunate  transaction  rather  understated  than  exaggerated 
the  case.  It  is  right,  however,  to  observe  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  give 
effect  to  the  resolution  by  signing  the  check  for  the  money  voted  to  Mr.  B.  P. 
Ryan. 

In  consequence  of  the  contemplated  meetings  to  be  held  on  the  17th  instant, 
there  will  not  be  a meeting  of  the  Guardians  on  that  day,  and  the  Board  stands 
adjourned  until  the  21st  instant. 


Thurles  Union. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  23,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  16th  instant  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  Thurles  Union ; and  I 
am  to  express  to  you  their  satisfaction  at  the  improved  condition  of  the  work- 

house.  _ . pit 

The  Commissioners  regard  with  much  anxiety  the  continuance  oi  the  large 
amount  of  out-door  relief,  and  the  great  number  of  recipients,  especially  of  the 
classes  relieved  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act,,  and  they  rely  on  your  exer- 
tions to  have  the  labour-test  carried  out  as  efficiently  as  possible ; they  also 
request  your  continued  exertions  in  urging  the  collectors  to  perform  their  duty, 
in  duly  enforcing  payment  of  the  rates. 

It  appears  that  the  Vice-Chairman,  Mr.  P.  B.  Ryan,  is  a considerable 
defaulter,  and  the  Commissioners  think  no  delay  should  occur  in  requiring  him 
to  pay  his  rates,  ,as  the  example  must  be  injurious  to  the  general  progress  of 
the  collection. 

You  will  perceive,  by  the  letter  addressed  to  the  Guardians  at  their  last 
meeting,  that  the  Commissioners  have  entirely  adopted  your  views,  and  those 
of  the  1 1 Guardians  who  signed  the  protest,  as  to  the  great  impropriety  ol  the 
transaction  regarding  the  building  let  to  the  Board  by  Mr.  P.  B.  Ryan. 


Mr.  Labarte  to  the  Commissioners: — March  22,  1848. 

The  17th  instant  being  kept  as  a holiday,  neither  the  Board  of  Guardians 
nor  the  Visiting  Committee  attended  at  the  poorhouse.  I have  however  frequently 
visited  the  house  during  the  last  week,  and  although  the  details  of  management  are 
not  as  fully  and  regularly  attended  to,  and  the  discipline  as  perfect  as  I could  wish, 
still  the  improvement  is  obvious,  and  I can  perceive  a much  greater  inclination  on 
the  part  of  both  master  and  matron  to  attend  to  iny  suggestions,  and  to  regulate 
their  conduct  by  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners. 

The  house,  considering  its  crowded  state,  is  in  a very  healthy  condition.  The 
in-door  paupers  of  all  ages  at  the  close  of  the  past  week  amounted  to  1091.  The 
number  of  the  patients  appearing  on  the  medical  officer’s  return  at  the  same  period 
was  67.  The  deaths  were  only  5.  The  cost  of  in-door  relief  amounted  to 
S6£  14s.  Ad.,  being  at  the  average  rate  of  Is.  6d.  per  head  for  the  healthy,  and 
2s.  9 d.  for  the  sick  paupers.  The  latter  charge  appears  to  be  too  much,  and  was 
remarked  upon  by  Mr.  Lloyd. 

The  returns  for  out-door  relief  are  always  a week  behind,  as  compared  with 
those  for  in-door  relief.  The  Guardians  meet  every  Friday  to  transact  business 
appertaining  to  the  former  only,  and  consequently  the  accounts  are  only  made  up 
to  the  previous  Saturday.  The  numbers  relieved  during  the  week  ending  the 
11th  instant,  were  17,8S6  souls,  being  a trifling  decrease  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious week  ; but  I expect  that  the  next  returns  of  the  relieving  officers,  which  will 
be  made  up  to  Saturday  the  18th  instant,  will  exhibit  a very  considerable  diminu- 
tion in  the  numbers  relieved.  The  test  is  now  more  or  less  in  operation  throughout 
the  Union,  though  I cannot  say  it  has  proved  as  efficacious  as  I expected  it  to  be. 
The  Board  of  Guardians  refused  to  appoint  superintendents  (as  I requested  them, 
to  do)  for  the  purpose  of  overseeiug  the  stewards  and  measuring  the  quantity  ol 
work  performed.  I pointed  out  to  the  Board  the  consequences  of  refusing  to  make 
these  necessary  appointments,  but  the  Guardians  undertook  to  perform  these  duties 
themselves  in  their  several  districts,  which  promises,  I need  scarcely  observe,  they 
have  very  generally  failed  to  perform.  The  stewards  consequently  have  been  left  in 
u great  measure  free  from  control,  and  their  returns  can  hardly  be  depended  on  by 
the  relieving  officers ; while  my  visits  to  the  different  working  parties  have  beeu 
necessarily  few  and  partial,  such  as  I have  been  enabled  to  make  in  the  intervals 
of  more  important  avocations.  The  sealed  order  of  the  Commissioners  authorizing 
the  continuation  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor  to  the  1st  of  April  only, 
was  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  yesterday.  As  all  my  objections  to  the 
discontinuance  of  relief  on  the  18th  of  March  appear  to  my  mind  to  apply  equally, 
to  the  proposed  cessation  on  the  1st  of  April;  and  as  the  Circular  of  the  2nd  of 
March,  addressed  to  Temporary  Inspectors,  only  contemplated  the  discontinuance 
of  relief  to  able-bodied  men,  while  the  sealed  order  would  seem  to  include  all 
persons  coming  under  the  second  section  of  the  Poor  Law  Extension  Act,  I 
would  respectfully  solicit  definite  instructions  on  this  point ; and  I would  at  the 
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same  time  suggest  to  the  Commissioners,  that  if  they  would  sanction  a gradual 
cessation  of  out-door  relief,  by  striking  off  in  the  first  instance  only  such  male 
paupers  as  have  no  dependents,  and  afterwards  those  who  have  small  families,  and 
so  on,  it  would  tend  to  lessen  the  danger  and  discontent  but  too  likely  to  follow 
from  suddenly  depriving  of  food  so  large  a number  of  persons  as  are  now  receiving 
relief  in  this  Union. 

The  cost  of  out-door  relief  during  the  week  ending  the  11th  instant,  amounted 
to  389/.  13s.  2c/.,  or  about  5 \d.  per  head. 

The  collection  of  the  rates  during  the  last  week  has  fallen  far  below  what  I 
think  it  ought  to  have  produced  had  due  diligence  been  exercised  by  the  collectors 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties.  I had  fully  intended  to  have  brought  one  of 
them  before  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  but  the  excuse  of  having  been 
sick,  which  I have  some  reason  to  believe  was  really  the  case,  induced  me  to  pass 
him  over  for  another  week.  The  amount  of  rate  and  arrears  which  has  been 
collected  under  the  present  warrants  is  9739/.  35.  3d.,  leaving  9275/.  Is.  3 \d.,  or 
nearly  one-half  of  the  entire  to  be  still  collected.  Of  this  sum  I fear  a consider- 
able part  will  never  be  recovered,  but  no  effort  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  in 
urging  the  collectors  to  realize  as  large  a proportion  of  the  outstanding  rate  as 
can  possibly  be  collected.  The  amount  lodged  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  during 
the  past  week  was  552/.  35.  Id.  only. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Labarte  : — March  25,  1818. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners’ 
order,  authorizing  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Thurles  Union  to  afford  out- 
door relief  to  certain  classes  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Extension  Act 
specified  therein,  will  expire  on  the  1st  proximo,  and  I am  to  request  that  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  your  opinion  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  its  renewal. 


Mr.  Labarte  to  the  Commissioners  in  reply: — March  27,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th 
instant,  informing  me  that  the  Commissioners’  order,  authorizing  out-door  relief 
to  able-bodied  paupers,  under  10th  Vic.  chap.  31,  sec.  2,  will  expire  on  the  1st 
proximo,  and  requesting  me  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  my  opinion  as  to  the 
expediency  of  its  renewal.  In  reply,  I beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  former  report  of 
the  6th  instant,  wherein  I stated  in  detail  the  objections  I then  felt  to  any  imme- 
diate suspension  of  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  males,  and  for  the  following 
reasons: — 1st.  The. absence  of  any  demand  for  agricultural  labour;  2nd.  The 
amount  of  real  destitution  existing  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  consequent  upon 
such  want  of  employment ; and  lastly,  the  then  imperfect  application  of  the 
labour  test,  as  a means  of  distinguishing  real  from  pretended  destitution. 

The  circumstances  under  which  that  report  was  written,  and  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  Union,  have  not  perceptibly  changed  since  the  date  of  it ; and  my 
objections  to  any  abrupt  or  extensive  alteration  in  the  present  system  of  out-door 
relief  continue  to  exist  to  a very  great,  though  not  perhaps  to  an  equal  extent,  as 
they  then  did. 

The  Commissioners  will  observe,  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  on  the  24th  instant,  a resolution,  soliciting  a renewal  of  the  order  was 
then  passed,  and  to  that  request  I would  now  respectfully  ask  the  Commissioners 
to  accede,  granting  the  order  for  a short  period,  and  requiring  the  Guardians  in 
the  meantime  to  take  effectual  steps  to  withdraw  the  relief  by  degress,  and  if 
possible,  by  classes. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  31,  1848- 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report. of  the  27th  instant,  relative  to  the  expediency  of  renewing  the  order 
authorizing  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Thurles  Union  to  afford  relief  to 
destitute  persons  in  Thurles  Union,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act  10  Viet, 
chap.  31,  and  in  reference  thereto  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioner’s  have 
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issued  an  order  authorizing  such  relief  for  one  month,  a copy  whereof  is  trans- 
mitted herewith. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  you  will  he  so  good  as  to  furnish  the 
Commissioners  with  a detailed  account  of  the  arrangements  provided  for  stone- 
breaking, and  in  particular,  whether  a supervising  overseer  is  appointed  to  super- 
intend the  overseers  in  charge  of  working  parties,  according  to  the  plan  adopted 
in  Ballina  Union,  and  transmitted  by  the  Commissioners  to  Inspectors  for  their 
guidance. 


Mr.  Labarte  to  the  Commissioners: — March  29,  1848. 


I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  the  Board  of  Guardians  met  yesterday  for  the  first  time  since  the  recent 
elections,  and  having  chosen  the  Chairman  and  the  Vice  and  Deputy  Vice- 
Chairman  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  selected  members  to  serve  on  the  Finance 
and  Visiting  Committees,  then  proceeded  to  transact  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  Union.  As  occasion  offered,  I brought  several  matters  of  importance  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Board.  The  first,  and  probably  the  most  important, 
was  the  present  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  collection  of  the  poor-rates,  and  the 
inutility  of  every  effort  upon  my  part  to  induce  the  collectors  to  perform  their 
duties  with  greater  zeal  and  efficiency.  I stated  that  if  the  collectors  were 
now  permitted  to  relax  in  their  efforts  the  greater  proportion  of  the  uncollected 
rate  would,  in  all  probability,  be  entirely  lost.  The  Guardians  appeared  to 
think  that  it  wras  at  length  necessary  to  adopt  decisive  measures  with  their  col- 
lectors, and  passed  a resolution  requiring  them  to  appear  before  the  Board  on 
Tuesday  next,  and  account  for  the  very  backward  state  of  the  collection,  with 
a view  to  taking  further  proceedings  should  the  required  explanations  prove 
unsatisfactory. 

The  present  state  of  the  collection  is  as  follows  : — 

£.  *.  d. 

The  amount  of  rates  struck  for  the  entire  Union, 

October  and  November,  1847  • . . 1G,6G0  10  7 

Arrears  of  former  rates 2,353  11  1L>- 


Total  in  collectors’  warrants 
Collected  to  March  27,  1S48 


. 19,014  2 6i 

. 10,169  19  3 


Uncollected 


. £8,844  3 3h 


This  does  not  exhibit  the  finances  of  the  Union  after  a lapse  of  nearly  five 
months  as  being  in  a very  satisfactory  state ; and  if  to  this  lie  added,  that  the 
expenditure  for  out-door  relief  for  the  last  week  exceeded  the  amount  lodged 
by  the  collectors  during  the  same  period,  it  is  obvious  that  if  this  state  of  things 
be  suffered  to  continue  the  balance  of  1556Z.  5s.  7d.  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  to  the  credit  of  the  Union,  will  be  shortly  dissipated,  and  the 
Guardians  will  be  compelled  by  the  increasing  difficulties  of  their  position  to 
strike  another  and  perhaps  a more  oppressive  rate  than  the  present. 

. The  next  matter  submitted  to  the  Board  was  the  present  state  of  the  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Poor  Law  Extension 
Act,  and  the  still  increasing  expenditure  incurred  during  the  last  week,  not- 
withstanding the  application  of  the  labour  test  throughout  the  Union,  which 
must  be  altogether  ascribed  to  the  mistaken  policy  of  increasing  the  rations  to 
men  who  had  performed  the  labour  required.  In  reference  to  this  matter,  and 
with  a view  to  lighten  the  expenditure  and  lessen  the  numbers  receiving  relief 
under  the  2nd  section  ol  the  Act,  a resolution  was  yesterday  passed  directing 
the  relieving  officers  to  withdraw  relief  from  all  male  adults  without  dependents 
throughout  the  Union,  and  to  confine  the  relief  until  further  orders  to  the 
heads  of  families  only,  who  should  regularly  attend  at  the  stone-breaking  and 
perform  the  amount  of  labour  required. . This  is  a step  in  the  right  direction, 
and  as  the  weather  has  become  favourable  and  some  employment  is  now  likely 
to  be  had,  the  persons  affected  by  the  resolution  are  thohe  least  likely  to  suffer 
by  it. 

From  the  neglect  of  one  or  two  of  the  officers  I am  unable  to  state  the  exact 
numbers  who  received  out-door  relief  during  the  week  ending  Saturday  the 
25th  instant,  but  I have  reason  to  believe,  that  as  compared  with  the  .previous 
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week,  there  has  been  a diminution  of  from  300  to  400.  The  numbers  who  re- 
ceived relief  in  the  week  ending  the  18th  instant,  amounted  to  17,886.  This 
was  under  both  the  1st  and  2nd  sections  of  the  Act.  The  cost  of  relief  for  that 
week  was  387/.  19-y.  4 cl. 

In  my  last  report  I stated  that  the  Guardians  had  refused  to  appoint  super- 
intendents of  labour  who  should  have  authority  over  the  stewards  and  measure 
the  work  done.  They  are  now  quite  alive  to  the  necessity  of  nominating  some 
such  officers,  and  should  the  Commissioners  think  proper  to  give  a renewal  of 
the  order  for  out-door  relief,  which  will  expire  on  the  1st  proximo,  they  are 
prepared  to  appoint  them.  One  for  each  relief  district  will,  I think,  be 
sufficient,  if  active  and  intelligent  men  be  selected  for  the  duty. 

The  next  matter  that  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Board  was  the  letter  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  20th  instant,  expressing  their  perfect  concurrence  in 
the  terms  of  the  protest  of  the  ex-officio  Guardians,  in  reference  to  the  vote  of 
50/.  to  Mr.  P.  B.  Ryan  for  rent  in  advance,  and  their  disapprobation  of  the 
conduct  of  the  late  Board  respecting  that  unfortunate  and  disreputable  business. 
That  letter  having  been  addressed  to  the  former  Board  was  read  (as  mentioned 
in  my  letter  of  the  25th  instant)  at  the  last  meeting  of  that  body  on  the  24th 
instant,  but  Mr.  George  Ryan,  who  framed  the  protest,  not  having  been  then 
present,  and  several  other  Guardians  having  expressed  a wish  that  the  original 
resolution,  the  protest  and  the  counter-protest,  and  the  letter  ol  the  P oor  Law 
Commissioners  should  be  again  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board,  they 
were  read  by  the  clerk,  and  I then  called  upon  the  Guardians  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  rescind  the  resolution  as  required  by  the  Commissioners  in 
accordance  with  the  13th  Article  of  the  General  Rules. 

At  first  it  was  proposed  to  let  the  matter  drop,  as  the  money  had  not  been 
paid  to  Mr.  P.  B.  Ryan ; but  I insisted  on  having  the  resolution  formally  re- 
scinded ; and  the  general  feeling  of  the  Board  being  in  accordance  therewith,  a 
resolution  to  that  effect  (and  without  waiting  for  the  14  days’  notice)  was  then 
proposed  and  carried  without  any  opposition  whatever.  Since  I last  reported 
on  the  22nd  instant  I have  frequently  visited  and  inspected  every  part  of  the 
workhouse.  Many  alterations  in  the  management  and  economy  ol  the  house 
suggest  themselves  forcibly  to  my  mind,  but  unless  the  members  of  the  newly 
appointed  Visiting  Committee  give  me  more  assistance,  and  take  greater 
interest  in  attending  to  the  duties  they  have  imposed  upon  themselves  than  the 
late  Committee  ever  did,  it  will  be  useless  for  me  to  point  out  changes  which 
however  desirable  in  themselves  or  even  absolutely  necessary  for  the  purpose  ol 
affording  increased  accommodation,  I cannot  undertake  upon  my  own  respon- 
sibility, or  without  the  previous  concurrence  of  the  Guardians.  In  one  ol  my 
former  reports  I stated  that  as  we  had  neither  lunatics  nor  idiots,  it  might  be 
advisable  to  make  the  wards  built  for  their  accommodation  available  for  able- 
bodied  paupers  ; but  a recent  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  district  inspector, 
appears  far  preferable — namely,  to  raise  those  wards  another  story,  and  by  that 
means  obtain  two  large  dormitories  for  paupers  of  that  class.  This  could  be 
effected  at  a comparatively  small  expense,  and  would  enable  the  Guardians  to 
make  a better  classification  of  the  paupers  than  exists  at  present,  and  would 
obviate  the  necessity  of  again  renting  as  an  auxiliary  workhouse  at  a heavy 
expense  and  at  an  inconvenient  distance,  a building  which  as  yet  has  been  of 
little  advantage  to  the  Union. 

This  matter,  important  as  I conceive  it  to  be,  is  even  less  so  than  the  subject 
of  surrounding  the  workhouse  with  a wall  sufficiently  high  to  keep  the  paupers 
from  getting  over  it,  as  I have  seen  them  do  at  all  hours  of  the  day  with  the 
existing  wall,  which  is  merely  the  boundary  wall  of  the  ward  to  which  they 
belong.  The  ground  belonging  to  the  house  has  never  been  enclosed,  and  until 
that  is  done,  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  master  or  any  other  officer,  let  liim  be 
ever  so  vigilant,  to  preserve  the  discipline  of  the  house  and  exercise  a proper 
control  over  the  adult  male  paupers.  To  be  a sufficient  boundary  fence,  it 
ought  to  be  at  least  12  feet  high,  and  with  the  present  amount  ol  available 
pauper  labour  in  the  house  it  might  be  completed  in  a very  short  time.  I 
believe  this  is  the  only  workhouse  without  a boundary  wall. 

I am  happy  to  say  the  house  continues  in  a healthy  state,  and  free  from  lever 
of  a contagious  character.  The  number  of  deaths,  however,  during  the  past 
week,  exceeded  those  in  any  previous  week  since  my  appointment.  Ol  16  I find 
four  were  persons  far  advanced  in  life,  and  seven  were  children  under  10  years 
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Thurles  Union,  of  age.  The  number  remaining  in  hospital  on  the  25th  instant,  was  72,  chiefly 
cases  of  pulmonary  disease. 

The  paupers  of  all  ages  in  the  house  on  the  25th  instant  were  1084.  The 
cost  of  their  support  during  the  week  was  86/.  5$.  2 Id.,  or  1$.  6-ad.,  per  head. 
The  average  cost  of  a patient  in  hospital  was  26-.  9 d.  per  head. 

When  upon  the  subject  of  the  poor-rates,  I omitted  to  state  that  the  amount 
lodged  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  for  the  week  ending  the  27th  was  430/.  16$. 
only,  being  a falling  off,  as  compared  with  the  previous  week,  of  122/. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  5,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  approve  the 
raising  of  the  idiot  wards  if  the  Guardians  are  disposed  to  adopt  that  course,  it 
having  been  done  in  many  workhouses  with  much  advantage. 

The  Commissioners  concur  hi  your  views  regarding  the  necessity  for  a 
boundary  wall,  and  they  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  urge  the 
matter  on  the  attention  of  the  Guardians. 

As  regards  the  stone-breaking,  I am  to  state  that  all  experience  has  shown 
that  a superintendent  of  the  stewards  is  necessary,  but  the  Commissioners  think 
that  two  such  officers  would  probably  suffice  for  the  entire  Union,  the  salary 
being  such  as  to  secure  the  services  of  trustworthy  persons,  and  enable  them 
each  to  keep  a horse.  A stipend  of  from  30$.  to  21.  per  week  has  been  sanc- 
tioned in  other  Unions. 


Mr.  Lab  arte  to  the  Commissioners: — April  5,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commisioners, 
that  the  Board  of  Guardians  met  on  Friday,  the  31st  ultimo,  for  the  transaction 
of  business  connected  with  out-door  relief ; and  I regret  to  say  that  the  appli- 
cation of  the  labour  test  has  not  as  yet  produced  the  beneficial  results  I antici- 
pated from  it.  It  appears  from  the  returns  of  the  relieving  officers,  that  although 
the  numbers  receiving  relief  had  decreased  during  the  week  ending  the  25th 
ultimo,  as  compared  with  the  previous  week,  from  17,886  to  17,014  souls,  the 
ill-judged  resolution  of  the  Guardians,  granting  a double  ration  to  each  adult 
who  had  actually  performed  the  required  quantity  of  work,  had  the  effect  of 
keeping  up  the  expenditure  to  the  same  amount  as  was  incurred  during  the 
previous  week,  thereby  neutralizing  any  benefit  that  would  otherwise  have 
accrued  from  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  recipients.  The  cost  of  out-door 
relief  for  the  week  ending  March  18th,  was  390/.,  and  for  the  week  ending 
25th,  399/.,  showing  an  increase  in  expenditure,  notwithstanding  the  decrease 
m the  number  relieved.  I am  unable  to  state  the  number  of  recipients,  and  the 
cost  of  relief  for  the  week  ending  the  1st  instant,  as  the  relieving  officers  furnish 
their  returns  to  the  clerk  every  Wednesday,  at  too  late  an  hour  to  be  of  use 
to  me  in  preparing  my  weekly  report.  The  resolution  of  the  Board  mentioned 
in  my  last  report,  whereby  relief  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Poor  Law  Exten- 
sion Act  is  confined  to  one  male  adult  in  each  family,  will  effect,  I trust,  a 
considerable  reduction,  not  only  in  the  numbers  relieved,  but  in  the  expenditure 
, 9,’  . ben-efit  cannot  be  apparent  until  the  returns  for  the  present  week 

shall  be  furnished  by  the  relieving  officers.  A still  further  reduction  will  be 
Sadn  j111?.  ne1?t  weeli>  m consequence  of  a still  more  recent  resolution  of 
the  Hoard  of  Guardians,  directing  that  one  able-bodied  female  iii  each  family 
be  struck  off,  except  where  such  female  is  the  actual  head  of  the  family.  Thus, 
by  little  and  little,  I expect  to  diminish  the  numbers  so  as  to  obviate  the  neces- 
S1  y 01  again  making  an  application  to  the  Commissioners  for  a renewal  of  the 
order  authorizing  relief. 

In  your  letter  of  tile  31st  ultimo,  I am  requested  to  furnish  the  Commissioners 
^ Wi  h a detailed  account  of  the  arrangements  provided  for  stone-breaking,  and 
m particular,  whether  a supervising  overseer  has  been  appointed  to  superintend 
the  overseers  m charge  of  working  parties;”  I have  to  state  in  reply,  that  I 
rave  at  length  induced  the  Guardians  to  appoint  such  officers,  as  will  appear 
by  referring  to  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  held  yesterday. 
Eight  supervising  overseers  have  been  appointed,  one  for  each  relief  district  in 
the  Union,  at  a weekly  salary  of  10$.  each ; five  of  them  have  received  their 
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instructions,  and  entered  upon  their  duties,  and  the  others  have  been  directed  Thur,es  lInion- 
to  call  upon  me  this  day  for  the  same  purpose.  The  other  arrangements  (pre- 
viously made),  were  the  appointment  of  overseers  of  working  parties,  the  hiring 
of  the  quarries,  the  printing  of  labour  lists,  and  relieving  officers’  and  overseers’ 
check-books,  and  the  procuring  the  necessary  implements  for  labour.  The 
overseers  of  working  parties  were  generally  nominated  by  the  local  Guardians, 
and  although  the  parties  selected  were  not  always  those  best  adapted  for  the 
business,  yet  I have  had  fewer  complaints  to  make  than  I anticipated  at  first. 

The  pay,  in  every  case,  is  6s.  per  week,  paid  by  the  relieving  officers,  and  charged 
in  their  accounts.  The  punishment  I inflict  for  every  connivance  at  deception, 
or  other  neglect  of  duty,  is  deprivation  of  pay  for  one  or  more  days,  according 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  offence.  The  number  of  overseers  varies  in  each 
electoral  division  according  to  the  size  of  the  district,  the  number  of  the  quarries, 
and  the  strength  of  the  working  parties ; the  entire  number  is  about  50,  but  as 
the  numbers  on  the  labour  lists  decrease,  the  staff  will  be  diminished  in  pro- 
portion, and  I have  directed  the  supervising  overseers  to  report  to  me  when  such 
reductions  are  necessary  or  advisable  to  be  made. 

The  quarries  have  been  in  most  instances  hired  for  six  months,  at  from  15s. 
to  1Z.  per  month.  In  some  places  quarries  have  been  given  for  nothing,  but  in 
others  it  has  been  difficult  to  obtain  them  at  all.  The  labour  lists,  check-books, 
and  other  documents  necessary  for  carrying  out  the  system  effectually,  are 
nearly  the  same  as  those  used  in  the  Ballina  Union,  and  recommended  by  the 
Commissioners.  The  expense  likely  to  be  incurred  in  printing  them  was  a 
subject  of  complaint  at  the  Board,  but  was  felt  to  be  absolutely  necessary.  There 
was  a very  great  delay  in  obtaining  the  implements  from  Templemore ; the 
keys  of  the  store  at  that  place  were  in  the  possession  of  the  comity  surveyor  at 
Nenagh,  and  when  the  order  from  the  Board  of  Works  was  transmitted,  the 
assizes  had  commenced,  and  a considerable  time  elapsed  before  my  application 
was  complied  with ; the  quantity  was  then  found  to  be  very  short  of  what 
would  be  required,  and  many  of  the  working  parties  are  very  imperfectly  sup- 
plied. I am  again  in  communication  with  the  county  surveyor  on  the  subject. 

I have  now  submitted  the  details  of  the  arrangements  adopted  in  reference  to 
stone-breaking,  and  trust  they  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Commissioners. 

In  respect  to  the  workhouse,  I have  to  state  that  several  members  of  the 
Visiting  Committee  accompanied  me  on  Friday  last  in  making  an  inspection  of 
the  buildings,  and  the  hospital  and  infirmary  wards.  There  can  be  but  one 
opinion  as  to  the  originally  defective  site  of  the  hospital — the  unfinished  state 
in  which  some  of  the  walls  dividing  the  yards  have  been  permitted  to  continue, 
and  the  still  more  obvious  want  of  a proper  boundary-wall  round  the  workhouse 
grounds.  I pointed  out  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by  purchasing  or  renting 
the  field  lying  immediately  behind  the  house,  and  between  it  and  the  railway ; 
the  Committee  agreed  with  me,  and  a resolution  was  passed  at  the  Board  of 
Guardians  yesterday,  to  negotiate  with  Mr.  O’Brien,  the  proprietor,  for  the 
purchase  of  the  field  alluded  to.  He  however  is  an  ex-officio  Guardian,  and 
has  some  scruples,  as  such,  of  dealing  with  the  Board.  It  would  be  satisfactory 
to  me  to  obtain  the  instructions  of  the  Commissioners  in  reference  to  this 
subject. 

The  house  is  very  full,  but  in  a healthy  state,  and  free  from  contagious  disease. 

There  are  1 108  paupers  of  all  ages  now  within  the  walls.  The  maintenance  of 
the  house  during  the  week  cost  84Z.  16s.,  or  about  Is.  6d.  per  head.  The  number 
of  patients  in  hospital  is  72,  at  an  expense  of  Is.  7\d.  per  head.  The  deaths  in 
the  same  period  were  only  6,  of  which  number  4 were  persons  of  60  years  of 
age  and  upwards.  The  lodgments  made  by  the  several  collectors  during  the 
week,  show  a small  increase  in  the  total  amount  as  compared  with  the  week 
before,  being  to  March  27th,  430Z.  16s.,  and  to  April  3rd,  50 1Z.  15s.  llcZ.  The 
collection  of  the  rate  engages  a great  deal  of  my  attention,  for  it  is  sufficiently 
obvious  that  unless  strenuous  exertions  be  now  made  by  the  collectors  to  get  in 
as  much  as  possible  of  the  present  rate,  and  that  quickly  too,  the  Union  will 
become  insolvent  in  debt,  and  a new  rate  must  not  only  be  struck,  but  levied 
before  harvest.  The  portion  of  rate  still  uncollected  amounts  to  8342Z.  9s.  4 \d., 
of  which  I am  informed  that  about  one-half  cannot  be  recovered.  The  portion 
collected  since  the  eai‘ly  part  of  November  to  April  3rd,  amounted  to 
10,671Z.  15-s.  2d.  The  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  is  8S4Z.  14s.  Ad. 
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Thurles  Union. 


Mr.  Labarte  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  12,  1848. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report  I attended  at  two  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians ; one  upon  the  7th  instant,  and  the  other  upon  the  1 Itli. 
On  the  former  occasion  I inspected  the  workhouse ; one  member  of  the  Visiting 
Committee  accompanied  me.  I fear  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  procure  a 
regular  attendance  of  the  members  of  that  Committee.  We  found  the  work- 
house clean ; and  the  ventilation  of  the  dormitories  appears  to  be  properly 
attended  to.  The  house  is  still  very  full,  but  is  remarkably  healthy  and  free 
from  contagious  disease.  There  were  some  complaints  made  respecting  the 
quality  of  the  milk  given  to  the  women  in  the  infirm  ward.  I brought  this 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  matron,  and  have  been  informed  that  the  supply 
is  often  insufficient  in  quantity,  but  that  no  adulteration  takes  place  within  the 
workhouse. 

Several  able-bodied  male  paupers  having  refused  to  work  when  ordered  to 
do  so  by  the  master,  I directed  them  to  be  brought  before  the  Beard  of  Guar- 
dians on  Friday  last.  The  boys  over  15  years  of  age  were  the  most  refractory. 
Five  of  them  were  pointed  out  by  the  master  as  the  worst,  and  he  was  directed 
by  the  Board  to  lodge  informations  against  them  for  insubordination.  On 
leaving  the  Board-room  they  commenced  breaking  the  windows,  and  were 
otherwise  very  unruly.  I attended  the  petty  sessions  on  the  following  day, 
when  the  five  above  mentioned,  and  also  several  others,  concerned  in  the 
breaking  of  the  windows  were  convicted  and  sentenced  by  the  magistrates  to 
imprisonment  and  hard  labour  for  one  month  each,  pursuant  to  the  statute. 

The  number  of  paupers  remaining  in  the  house  at  the  close  of  the  last  week 
was  1098,  of  all  ages.  The  cost  of  support  for  the  week  was  84/.  17.v.  7 cl.  at 
Is.  6d.  per  head.  The  patients  in  hospital  were  60  in  number ; average  cost  of 
each,  2s.  5 d for  the  week.  The  deaths  were  only  eight,  of  which  four  were 
persons  over  60  years  of  age. 

The  relieving  officers’  books  and  accounts  for  (he  week  ending  April  the  1st 
were  then  examined.  I regret  to  observe  that  the  diminution  in  the  number 
of  persons  relieved  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  has  not  been 
what  I expected,  while  the  cost  of  relief  still  continues  as  great,' if  not  greater, 
than  it  was  before  the  application  of  the  labour  test.  The  total  number  of 
persons  relieved  in  that  week  under  both  sections  of  the  Act,  amounted  to 
16,846  souls,  at  a cost  of  418/.  6.9.  9 d.}  or  about  Gd.  per  head.  I am  unable  to 
give  the  return  of  the  numbers  relieved  during  the  last  week,  one  of  the 
relieving  officers  having  omitted  to  furnish  his  return  yesterday  though  directed 
to  do  so  by  me.  * 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday  I brought  several 
matters  of  importance  under  their  consideration,  as  will  appear  from  the 
minutes  of  their  proceedings  transmitted  by  the  clerk.  The  necessity  of  a still 
further  reduction  in  the  numbers  receiving  out-door  relief  was  strongly  pressed 
upon  the  Board ; and  I stated  the  improbability  of  a further  renewal  of  the 
sealed  order  authorizing  relief  after  the  expiration  of  the  present  month.  In 
fact,  I have  reason  to  think  that  a larger  amount  of  relief  is  afforded  in  this 
Union  than  in  any  of  the  neighbouring  Unions,  and  is  given  in  a more  indis- 
criminate manner.  After  some  discussion,  and  impelled  rather  by  the  state  of 
their  finances  than  by  any  observations  of  mine,  the  Guardians  rescinded  a 
former  resolution,  by  which  a double  ration  (14  pounds  of  meal)  was  directed 
to  be  given  to  each  adult  male  pauper  employed  at  stone-breaking.  That 
resolution  was  a very  injudicious  one ; but  having  been  acted  upon  for  some 
weeks,  the  rescinding  of  it  will  probably  now  cause  considerable  discontent  in 
the  Union. 

The  state  of  the  collection  of  the  rates  was  also  considered.  It  is  still  in  a 
very  backward  state,  and  gives  me  considerable  uneasiness.  The  weekly 
expenditure  of  the  Union  is  increasing,  while  the  amount  of  income  collected, 
and  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Board,  both  exhibit  a considerable  decrease. 
The  collectors  were  summoned  before  the  magistrates  at  petty  sessions  upon 
Saturday  last,  and  were  each  fined  in  the  mitigated  penalty  of  1/.  for  neglect  of 
duty.  Nevertheless,  the  returns  laid  before  the  Guardians  yesterday  are  con- 
siderably under  those  of  the  former  week ; and  I fear  it  will  be  necessary  to 
summon  the  collectors  again,  and  press  for  the  infliction  of  the  full  penalty  in 
each  case.  I have  no  doubt  that  great  partiality  is  practised  by  the  collectors 
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in  favour  of  particular  individuals ; but  as  yet  I have  been  unable  to  procure 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  fact.  The  present  districts  are  too  extensive  ; and 
in  the  event  of  another  rate  being  struck  while  I am  on  dnty  here,  I would 
strongly  advise  the  Guardians  to  add  to  the  number  of  their  collectors. 

The  rate  lodged  during  the  week  ending  Monday,  the  10th  instant,  amounted 
to  447/.  3.s.  6d.  The  balance  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  was  then  only  664/.  Is.  10 d. 
The  entire  amount  of  the  rate  and  arrears  collected  is  11,118/.  18s.  8c/.,  leaving 
7895/.  5s.  IQhd.  still  to  be  collected ; of  the  latter  sum  not  more  than  half  can 
be  safely  calculated  upon. 

After  the  ordinary  business  of  the  day  was  over  I brought  forward  the 
subject  of  the  boundary  wall,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  Commissioners. 
The  Guardians  are  very  reluctant  to  embark  in  a proceeding  involving  a consi- 
derable outlay  in  the  existing  state  of  their  finances ; but  they  passed  a resolution 
directing  the  clerk  to  advertise  for  tenders  for  the  building  of  the  wall.  The 
necessity  for  it  is  obvious  to  every  one.  With  respect  to  raising  the  idiot  wards, 
as  suggested  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  acting  upon  the  advice  of  some  of  the  ex-officio 
Guardians,  I have  postponed  the  further  consideration  of  that  plan  until  some- 
thing shall  have  been  effected  in  regard  to  the  wall.  In  the  meantime  a com- 
mittee of  three  members  was  appointed  to  inspect  and  report  upon  the  state  of 
the  building  hired  from  Mr.  P.  B.  Ryan  as  an  auxiliary  house,  and  as  to  the 
period  at  which  it  can  be  made  available  for  the  use  of  the  Union.  I have 
been  privately  informed  that  it  lias  been  so  badly  constructed  that  even  if  now 
ready  for  occupation  it  would  be  unsafe  to  remove  the  paupers  to  it  at  all.  I 
therefore  suggested  the  appointment  of  a committee  of  inspection  to  ascertain 
the  fact 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  18,  1S48. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  regret  that  at  this,  season  the 
number  receiving  relief  in  the  Thurles  Union  under  the  2nd  section  is  still  so 
considerable. 

It  is  manifest  that  increased  exertion  must  be  made  by  the  Guardians  and 
their  collectors  to  secure  the  outstanding  rate. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being  informed  of  the  course  which  the 
collectors  usually  adopt  to  compel  payment  of  the  rates;  and  whether  their 
general  practice  is  to  distrain  by  virtue  of  their  own  warrant,  or  to  summon 
defaulters  before  justices. 

The  collectors  have  ample  powers,  and  if  they  do  not  use  those  powers  they 
will  be  liable  for  rates  lost  through  their  default,  and  their  poundage  should 
not  be  paid  to  them  until  the  extent  of  any  such  loss  be  ascertained. 

If  partiality  be  shown  by  any  collector,  the  Commissioners  will  be  prepared 
to  remove  him  from  office. 


Thurles  Union. 
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ATHLONE  UNION. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  12,  1848. 

We  beg  to  lay  before  you  a statement  of  our  proceedings  for  the  past 

week. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  being  the  most  important  step,  and  now  quite  in 
abeyance,  we  advertised  for  the  third  time  for  the  vacant  districts,  and  secured 
the  services  of  two  more  collectors  highly  recommended  one  district  only  now 
remains  vacant,  and  we  will  advertise  this. 

On  this  day  week  the  magistrates  at  petty  sessions  decreed  Edward  H. 
Naughten,  Esq.,  for  591.  rates,  and  John  Sullivan  for  91.— both  those  gentlemen 
were  members  of  the  late  Board.  There  were  some  minor  cases  also  decreed. 
We  find  the  greatest  reluctance  on  part  of  the  old  collectors  to  take  any  pro- 
ceedings at  law  for  the  recovery  of  the  rate ; but  we  have  directed  our  solicitor 
to  proceed  against  numbers  next  Court  day,  which,  by  the  way,  occurs  but  once 
a fortnight. 

The  three  old  collectors  re-appointed  have  perfected  their  bonds,  &c.,  and 
we  have  sent  them  out  to  collect  this  day  •,  for  the  rest  the  query  sheets  have 
not  yet  been  returned  from  your  office. 

The  relieving  officers  have  all  attended,  and  so  far  we  have  no  reason  to  find 
fault  with  their  conduct.  The  majority  of  cases  on  their  books  were  of  the 
most  destitute*  character : when  admissible  under  the  1st  section,  we  granted 
out-door  relief  in  food,  but  generally  offered  the  test  of  the  house,  which  very 
few  accepted,  considering  the  number  of  applicants. 

We  have  elected  a relieving  officer  to  oversee  the  stone-breakers  ; he  was  in 
the  army  hi  the  rank  of  sergeant,  and  held  high  testimonials.  We  have  not 
yet  got  any  implements  from  the  Board  of  Works  to  employ  them. 

The  house  continues  healthy,  and  is  vastly  improved  in  cleanliness  and  ven-  ' 
tilation.  We  have  curtailed  the  consumption  of  fuel. 

In  concluding  we  have  to  add  that  our  treasurer,  the  National  Bank,  has 
refused  to  honour  our  cheques  beyond  the  amount  of  lodgments  weekly ; and 
we  have  to  repeat  our  request  of  last  week  for  an  advance  of  500/.  on  the  faith 
of  the  rates ; and  we  have  little  doubt  of  being  able  to  repay  the  same  within 
two  months. 

We  have  just  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Bruce,  agent  to  Captain  Meecham, 
owner  of  the  auxiliary  workhouse,  to  ascertain  if  we  could  get  a further  tenure 
(if  necessary),  before  the  outlay  of  30/.  on  repairs,  &c.  He  promised  to  write 
to  Captain  M.  to  Jersey  for  instructions,  and  we  defer  the  contracts  in  conse- 
quence. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  15,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  sanctioned  the  appointment  of  all  the  collec- 
tors of  poor-rate  in  the  Union,  with  respect  to  whom  the  necessary  preliminary 
inquiries  have  been  made  and  answered. 

A sum  of  500/.  was  remitted  to  Mr.  Flanagan,  the  Inspector  of  the  Union,  for 
your  use  on  the  10th  instant.  This  money  should  be  repaid  out  of  the  rates  to 
be  collected,  at  as  early  a period  as  possible. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  18,  1848. 

In  the  collection  of  the  rate  we  have  to  report  the  10  appointments  all 
made,  and  amongst  them  some  very  respectable  parties,  and  they  all  seem  com- 
petent. We  await  your  approval  of  the  two  last  elected  this  week ; of  the  validity 
of  their  sureties  in  every  instance  we  have  fully  satisfied  ourselves.  We  hope  to 
have  all  the  books  sent  out  before  our  next  report. 

The  relieving  officers  are  all  appointed ; eight  out  of  ten  working,  and,  with 
one  exception,  doing  their  duty  zealously.  We  are  arranging  their  offices,  stations, 
and  days  of  attendance;  and  this  done,  we  will  regulate  the"  supply  and  distribu- 
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tion  of  meal  and  hours  of  attendance  with  more  system  than  the  hasty  arrange- 
ments we  were  constrained  to  make  admitted  of  heretofore. 

James  Kilduff,  the  exception  referred  to,  was  not  doing  his  duty,  having  other 
employments.  He  has  resigned,  and  we  recommend  the  Commissioners  to  accept 
the  resignation  which  lias  been  forwarded  to  them. 

The  inspection  of  the  relief  officers’  books  has  occupied  our  time  the  chief  part 
of  the  last  three  days,  and  the  numbers  rejected  very  small.  We  confine  our  out- 
door relief  strictly  to  the  first  section  of  the  Act;  and  many  who  have  been 
admitted  to  the  house  remain  but  a few  days. 

We  are  still  without  any  order  for  implements  from  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
asked  for  the  week  before  last.  We  only  wait  the  receipt  of  these  implements  to 
put  the  able-bodied  in-door  paupers  to  work  under  the  steward  appointed  tor  the 
purpose. 

W e have  this  week  elected  a master  shoemaker  and  tailor,  both  of  respecta- 
bility ; and  will  forthwith  arrange  to  have  the  shoes  and  clothing  of  the  house 
made  and  repaired  in  it,  and  the  apprenticing  of  boys  to  each  of  those  trades  in 
the  house. 

The  state  of  the  house  is  gradually  improving.  We  got  90  new  beds  in,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  clothing,  which  is  in  course  of  being  made.  The  boys’  auxiliary 
workhouse  shows  a marked  improvement  in  order  and  cleanliness. 

We  have  advertised  for  a clerk,  and  a paid  nurse-tender  for  the  hospital,  this 
latter  duty  being  heretofore  performed  by  an  irresponsible  pauper. 

The  clothing  books  have  been  quite  a blank  for  the  past  12  months.  We  have 
issued  orders  for  taking  stock,  and  keeping  those  books  in  proper  form  hence- 
forward. 

We  have  received  the  order  for  500/.  worth  of  food  on  the  Commissariat 
Department  here,  from  the  British  Association,  at  the  instance  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, for  which  we  beg  to  return  our  best  thanks.  We  have  put  ourselves  in 
communication  with  the  head  of  that  department  here,  and  purpose  drawing  on  his 
stock  next  week. 

An  unhappy  circumstance  has  occurred  since  our  last,  which,  while  we  cannot 
but  deplore,  we  nevertheless  feel  that  we  have  acted  only  in  accordance  with  the 
provision  of  the  law  we  were  appointed  to  administer  ; and  that  the  deaths  which 
we  record  were  purely  the  result  of  accident,  occasioned  by  the  thoughtlessness  of 
youth  and  the  severity  of  the  season. 

The  case  is  simply  this : last  week  we  investigated  the  circumstances  of  the 
inmates  of  the  house  who  were  receiving  relief  at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
law,  and  with  the  intention  of  keeping  room  in  the  house  as  a test  for  the  able- 
bodied  seeking  relief.  We  obtained  from  the  master  a list  of  those  parties. 
Amongst  the  list  (of  about  130)  we  found  two  boys  in  the  school,  whose  mother 
lived  eight  miles  distant,  in  the  electoral  division  of  Cam,  and  who  had  two  other 
children  more,  grown  up,  living  with  her  on  lour  and  three-quarter  acres  of  land. 
We  made  a general  order  for  their  discharge  on  the  following  Monday,  and  at  the 
same  time  directed  the  master  to  give  them  a week’s  supply  of  meal,  and  get  them 
placed  on  the  relieving  officer’s  books  provisionally.  This  was  done,  and  the  two 
boys  in  question  left  the  house  at  10  o’clock  on  Monday,  in  company  with  the  130 
before  mentioned,  many  of  whom  were  going  to  the  same  district ; and  the  parting 
admonition  of  the  master  was,  that  all  should  travel  together  to  their  respective 
districts.  This  it  appears  those  boys,  whose  ages  were  1 1 and  12  years,  did  not 
do.  but  spent  the  day  in  the  town,  and  returned  at  night  to  the  workhouse,  and 
the  master  took  them  in,  they  saying  they  would  go  home  next  morning.  They 
were  not  dejected,  but,  as  he  says,  “as  merry  as  rabbits and  he  adds,  the  impres- 
sion on  his  mind  was  that  they  were  elated  at  getting  free  to  go  home.  Next 
day  (Tuesday),  after  breakfast  of  stirabout  and  milk,  they  got  their  dinner  allow- 
ance of  bread,  and  set  out  for  home  highly  pleased.  This  was  at  10  o’clock,  and 
at  about  12  o’clock  the  medical  officer.  Dr.  O’Connell,  saw  them  in  the  suburbs 
of  the  town,  not  half  a mile  from  the  workhouse,  eating  bread.  At  three  o’clock 
they  were  met  six  miles  from  the  workhouse,  and  about  two  miles  from  their  home, 
by  some  boys  coming  from  school.  They  are  lost  sight  ol  from  that  hour  till 
12  o’clock  at  night,  when  one  of  them  knocked  at  a farmer’s  door,  evidently 
benumbed  with  cold.  He  is  refused  admittance  to  his  house,  but  placed  in  his 
barn  on  some  straw,  and  found  dead  in  the  morning,  and  his  brother  was  found 
dead  in  a field  a mile  distant.  Both  were  healthy,  strong  boys,  and  far  from  being 
devoid  of  intelligence. 


Athlone  Union. 
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Mr.  Flanagan's 
Report,  14th 
March. 


We  received  notice  of  the  melancholy  occurrence  from  the  police,  and  sent  a 
physician,  the  master  of  the  workhouse,  and  two  public  reporters,  to  take  notes  of 
the  inquest. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  add  that  we  have  made  a rigid  inquiry  into  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  above  melancholy  occurrence,  and  from  all  we  can  gather, 
believe  the  foregoing  to  be  a correct  statement  of  the  facts. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  24,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  18th  instant  relating  to  the  Athlone  Union,  and  with  reference  to 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  James  Kilduff,  of  the  office  of  relieving  officer,  I am  to 
state  that  you  (as  the  Commissioners  have  stated  in  another  communication)  are 
fully  empowered  to  accept  the  resignation ; and  the  Commissioners  request  that 
you  will  at  once  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  a relieving  officer  in  room  of  Mr. 
Kilduff. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Board  of  Works  have  been  requested  to 
have  the  implements  furnished  which  you  require  for  the  employment  of  the  able- 
bodied  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  have  read  with  regret,  the  accounts  which  you  have  trans- 
mitted, of  the  death  of  two  boys  named  Kelehan,  whom  you  had  discharged  from 
the  workhouse ; you  appear,  however,  to  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  dis- 
charging them,  as  you  had  ascertained  that  their  mother,  with  two  more  of  her 
children,  occupy  four  and  three-quarter  acres  of  land  in  Caw  electoral  division ; 
and  it  further  appears,  that  you  took  the  precaution  of  having  them  provided  with 
a week’s  supply  of  food,  and  had  them  discharged  at  10  in  the  forenoon  with 
several  other  persons,  several  of  whom  were  going  to  the  same  part  of  the  Union ; 
notwithstanding  which  they  again  presented  themselves  at  the  workhouse  in  the 
afternoon,  were  received  by  the  master,  supplied  with  breakfast  the  next  morning, 
and  after  their  receiving  the  dinner  allowance  of  bread  they  departed  for  their 
home.  The  subsequent  fatality  therefore  is  not  ascribable  to  any  want  of  pre- 
caution in  discharging  these  boys,  who  appear  to  have  been  healthy,  and  of  ages 
(12  and  1 1 years)  which  rendered  them  fit  for  being  discharged  in  the  manner 
adopted. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  February  24,  1848. 

In  consequence  of  the  workhouse  being  now  filled  to  the  limit  pre- 
scribed by  you,  and  the  pressure  for  admission  being  unabated,  we  are  obliged 
to  request  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  issue  an  order  under  the  2nd  section  of  the 
Act,  for  the  distribution  of  out-door  relief,  and  which  you  may  rest  assured  we 
will  use  the  utmost  discretion  in  administering. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  25,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  that  in  compliance  with 
the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  the  Commissioners 
have  given  directions  for  the  issue  of  an  order  authorizing  you  to  afford  out- 
door relief  to  destitute  poor  persons  not  being  persons  permanently  disabled 
from  labour  by  reason  of  old  age,  infirmity,  or  bodily  or  mental  defect ; and 
not  being  persons  disabled  from  labour  by  reason  of  severe  sickness  or  serious 
accident,  and  thereby  depriv ed  of  the  means  of  earning  a subsistence  for  them- 
selves and  their  families,  whom  they  are  liable  by  law  to  maintain ; and  not 
being  poor  widows  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent,  on  them, 
for  one  month  after  the  date  of  the  order. 


Mr.  Wall,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  4,  1848. 

In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  my  colleague,  Captain  Drought  (who  I regret 
to  say  is  confined  to  his  bed  by  severe  cold  and  influenza  since  Sunday  last),  I have 
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been  chiefly  occupied  during  the  week  in  revising  the  relieving  officers’  books. 
The  applicants  were  very  numerous  and  extremely  destitute. 

We  requested  the  relieving  officer  of  Cam  to  visit  the  house  of  the  widow 
Kelehan,  on  whose  two  children  the  inquest  was  held  referred  to  incur  report  the 
week  before  last.  We  annex  his  note. 

The  reliving  officers  generally  are  doing  their  duty  well. 

The  rate  collectors  have  lodged  near  200/.  this  week.  We  hope  for  a consider- 
able amount  the  next. 

The  master,  M'Nulty,  was  confined  to  bed  four  days  this  week.  We  fear  his 
health  will  not  permit  him  to  retain  his  office. 

We  got  the  tools,  &c.,  from  the  Board  of  Works,  and  45  men  have  been 
engaged  breaking  stoues  in  the  workhouse-yards  during  the  week. 

An  inquest  was  held  in  the  house  by  Mr.  Keogh,  the  coroner,  on  the  body  of 
Bridget  Downey,  a girl  of  about  1 5 years  ol  age,  who  was  brought  to  the  house 
on  her  mother’s  back  on  Tuesday,  and  died  in  a few  hours  afterwards.  It  ap- 
peared that  her  mother  was  married  a second  time  to  a man  named  Spellman,  who 
refused  to  support  the  step-children,  four  in  number.  Spellman  holds  nine  acres 
of  land. 

We  have  ordered  36  spinning-wheels  and  a quantity  of  wool  to  employ  the 
females.  The  shoemaker  and  tailor  are  at  work  with  six  apprentices  each  weekly. 
We  have  arranged  that  they  shall  attend  school  the  alternate  weeks,  and  their  place 
be  supplied  by  another  set  of  apprentices.  A curious  incident  occurred  in  con- 
nexion with  this,  On  Thursday  last  a boy,  named  Carty,  was  marked  off  as  an 
apprentice  to  the  tailor ; his  mother -objected  to  his  leaving  the  school.  He  had 
some  altercation  with  her,  and  expressed  himself  determined  to  learn  the  trade, 
and  his  mother  was  equally  positive  he  should  not.  He  walked  out  deliberately  to 
the  Shannon,  before  the  door,  and  threw  himself  in,  and  was  very  near  being 
drowned.  He  was  rescued ; and  it  was  some  hours  before  the  physician  could 
resuscitate  him.  He  was  about  15  years  of  age. 

The  election  of  clerk  and  relieving  officer  for  St.  Mary’s  is  deferred  till  next 
week.  There  is  a relief  officer  acting  pro.  tern.,  and  quite  satisfactorily,  for  St. 
Mary’s. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  King,  Relieving  Officer,  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — February  23,  1848.. 

In  consequence  of  an  occurrence  which  took  place  in  my  relief  district,  relative  to  the 
death  of  the  two  boys,  Kelehans,  I thought  it  prudent  to  visit  the  house  of  their  mother  on 
2*2nd  instant. 

Her  house,  although  small,  was  somewhat  more  comfortable  than  in  general  I see  them. 
She  had  about  three  barrels  of  wheat  threshed  in  the  corner,  and  as  I came  to  the  door  covered 
it  with  some  of  the  straw.  I also  heard  from  a respectable  man  that  she  disposed  of  a load  of 
wheat  the  Saturday  week  previous. 

Her  son,  a strong  boy  about  19  years  of  age,  showed  me  the  extent  of  her  land,  which 
contained,  as  he  pointed  out  and  told  me,  about  four  and  a half  acres  Irish. 

She  has  some  wheat  sown,  and  was  very  well  able  to  support  her  family. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  9,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  case  of  Spellman,  who  bas  refused  to  support  his 
step-children  (one  of -whom  died  in  a few  hours  after  her  admission  to  the  work- 
house),  I am  to  request  your  attention  to  the  2nd  section  of  the  Vagrant  Act, 
and  to  the  53rd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  as  regards  the  liabilities  of 
relations. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Flanagan  : — March  8,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy  of 
a communication  which  they  have  received  from  the  Under  Secretary’s  office, 
relating  to  the  decease  of  a man  named  Michael  M'Loughlin,  who  is  stated  by 
the  jury  on  the  inquest  held  on  his  body  to  have  died  from  hunger  and  want;  and 
I.  am  to  request  that  you  will  make  such  inquiry  into  the  circumstances--' as  will 
enable  you  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 


Alhlone  U thorn 
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especially  whether  the  deceased  made  application  for  relief  either  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians  of  the  Athlone  Union,  to  the  workhouse  master,  or  to  any  of  the 
relieving  officers. 


Mr.  Flanagan  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  20,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  death  of  a man  named  Michael  M'Loughlin,  and  into  which  I 
was  directed  to  inquire  by  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant. 

The  deceased  appears  to  have  been  a strolling  beggar,  formerly  a pedlar,  of  about 
60  years  of  age.  That  he  was  very  poor  and  in  great  destitution  is  evident  from  the 
testimony  of  the  witnesses  examined,  but  the  immediate  cause  of  his  death  appears 
to  me  to  have  been  the  disease  of  his  knee,  the  pain  of  which  was  so  acute  as  to 
have  caused  him  to  roar  from  it,  as  described  by  the  witness  Catherine  Galvin. 
That  bis  death  was  hastened  by  want  I think  highly  probable,  but  I do  not,  under 
the  circumstances  detailed  in  the  evidence,  think  that  hunger  was,  as  found  by  the 
jury  on  the  inquest,  the  immediate  cause  of  his  death. 

I do  not  find  that  any  application  was  ever  made  by  him  for  relief  to  the 
relieving  officer  of  the  district  in  which  he  died. 

Enclosure. 

Athlone,  March  13,  1848. 

Michael  Galvin,  sworn  and  examined. — Knew  Michael  M'Loiighlin;  he  came  to  my 
house  last  Monday  week,  at  night,  and  died  on  the  Wednesday  following  in  the  morning ; 
lives  at  Esker,  about  six  miles  from  this ; M‘Loughlin  told  me  he  lived  one  side  of  Mount 
Talbot ; * he  appeared  to  be  about  60  years  of  age ; he  complained  of  having  a pain  in  his 
knee ; he  was  a travelling  man.  and  used  formerly  to  carry  a hand  basket,  but  this  last  turn 
he  had  none;  on  Tuesday  morning  he  was  too  weak  to  get  up  ; he  did  not  complain  of  being 
ill,  except  of  the  pain  in  his  knee  ; bis  knee  was  very  much  swollen;  on  Tuesday  he  did  not 
eat  anything,  but  he  drank  a little  gruel;  he  did  not  complain  to  me  of  being  starved;  cannot 
say  how  far  he  came  on  Monday  ; did  not  tell  me  that  he  had  applied  to  the  relieving  officer 
of  the  district;  he  was  very  bad  with  the  pain  in  his  knee;  the  swelling  extended  down  the 
leg  and  foot,  which  were  all  blistered ; I think  he  died  from  need  and  the  pain  in  his  limbs. 
There  was  no  doctor  examined  on  the  inquest. 

Catherine  Galvin  (aged  65  years),  examined,  not  sworn. — "Recollects  M'Loughlin  coming 
to  her  house  on  the  Monday  night ; he  was  craw-ling  against  the  walls  along  the  road,  and 
tried  to  get  into  several  houses,  but  would  not  be  let  in ; he  was  hardly  able  to  walk ; he  had 
a naggin  full  of  oaten-meal  with  him;  it  was  duskish;  about  nightfall;  he  did  not  complain 
of  being  hungry  when  he  came  in  ; he  sat  down  by  the  fire,  and  his  leg  and  knee  were  so 
much  swollen  and  blistered,  he  was  not  able  to  lay  his  foot  to  the  ground ; the  little  girl  (a 
daughter  of  mine)  then  made  his  bed  for  him,  some  straw  in  the  corner  of  the  fire,  and  took 
off  his  smallclothes  for  him,  which  he  never  afterwards  put  on ; he  appeared  to  suffer  very 
much;  he  eat  some  gruel  that  evening  after  he  came  in;  the  next  morning  he  was  not  able  to 
get  up ; the  pain  in  the  knee  was  so  great  he  was  roaring  from  the  pain  ; on  Tuesday  night  he 
was  very  bad,  getting  worse  and  worse,  and  on  Wednesday  morning  he  died ; on  Tuesday  he 
did  not  eat  anything  but  two  or  three  spoonsful  of  stirabout  which  I gave  him;  I had  no  more 
to  give  him. 

Patrick  Keogh,  relieving  officer  for  Taghmaconnell  andDysart,  states,  that  he  was  a strolling 
beggar,  and  never  applied  to  him  for  relief.f 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  11,  1848. 

We  beg  to  lay  before  you  our  report  for  the  past  week. 

The  election  of  officers,  deferred  in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  Captain  Drought 
last  week,  has  beeD.  completed ; we  have  chosen  John  F.  Mori  arty  as  clerk,  and 
M.  O Dnen  as  relieving  officer  for  St.  Mary’s  electoral  division.  We  have  also 
made  a contract  for  the  delivery  of  limestone  at  the  workhouse  for  use  of  stone- 
breakers  at  6a.  per  ton,  a very  moderate  price,  delivered. 

We  are  not  quite  satisfied  with  the  state  of  the  house;  we  find  it  very  difficult 
to  get  our  orders  carried  into  effect  immediately  or  satisfactorily.  We  fear  our 
master  is  defective  m energy,  the  want  of  organization  is  too  evident  on  the  male 
side  ol  the  house,  and  a change  will  he  necessary  to  reduce  matters  to  that  system 
and  order  so  indispensable  m an  establishment  of  this  kind  at  all  times,  but  par- 
ticularly at  present. 


* This  is  in  Ballinasloe  Union.  t See  also  subsequently. 
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The  cleanliness  of  the  house  is  vastly  improved  ; in  the  idiot  wards,  which  are 
full  of  infirm  and  decrepid  cases,  we  removed  the  stoves,  and  opened  the  fireplaces 
(the  only  access  to  ventilation  in  those  apartments),  placed  the  inmates  on  bed- 
steads instead  of  the  floor,  had  the  entire  whitewashed  twice,  and  altogether  much 
reformed. 

A robbery  of  the  house  has  taken  place  of  a quantity  of  Indian  meal  (five  sacks), 
under  very  suspicious  circumstances,  and  which  we  canuot  divest  our  minds  of 
having  occurred  in  consequence  of  the  laxity  of  discipline,  as  well  as  with  the 
knowledge  of  more  than  one  inmate  of  the  house. 

The  store  from  which  it  was  taken  is  situate  at  the  back  of  the  kitchen  and  under 
the  shed,  the  partition  wall  is  but  single  brick  (four  inches  thick)  ; against  this  par- 
tition, to  the  height  of  six  to  seven  feet,  are  large  meal  bins,  and  just  over  one  of 
those  the  bricks  were  removed,  and  the  meal  said  to  be  extracted,  through  so  small 
an  aperture  as  to  create  some  doubt  on  our  parts.  The  loss  is  about  51.  15s.,  and 
we  have  deemed  it  prudent  to  offer  a reward  of  Si,  to  which  we  pray  your  sanction. 
We  are  of  opinion  many  were  concerned,  in  and  out  of  the  house,  and  a cart  or 
boat  used  to  convey  it  away. 

We  cannot  avoid  expressing  our  anxious  wish  that  some  provision  should  be 
legally  made  to  defray  the  expense  of  coffins  for  out-door  recipients  of  relief;  our 
relieving  officers  have  reported  several  cases  of  burial  without  coffins,  after  long 
exposure  of  the  body.  The  decency  of  burial  in  a coffin  is  almost  inseparable  from 
Christian  rites,  and  we  are  sorry  to  see  it  so  frequently  violated.. 

The  vestry  levies  were  originally  for  many  purposes,  of  which  that  for  coffins 
was  probably  the  least.  Subsequently  the  chief  powers  of  that  act  have  been 
abolished,  and  the  minor  remnant,  that  for  coffins,  alone  remains ; this  has  been  in 
most  places,  to  the  present  year,  too  insignificant  to  demand  a levy,  and  the  act  has 
therefore  become  inoperative,  and  none  other  we  believe  now  exists ; we  therefore 
respectfully  suggest  to  the  Commissioners  the  necessity  of  some  short  enactment 
on  the  subject ; public  health,  public  decency,  and  the  rites  of  Christian  burial 
require  it. 

The  relieving  officers’  books  continue  to  be  very  heavy,  and  they  are  performing 
their  duty  to  our  satisfaction.  Now  that  we  areextending  relief  to  the  able-bodied  we 
find  it  necessary  to  give  them  some  assistance,  we  did  so  yesterday  for  the  St.  Peter’s 
and  Drum  electoral  divisions,  the  largest  and  poorest  of  the  Union.  In  making 
those  appointments  we  contemplate  their  acting  as  store-keepers  and  distributors 
of  food,  and  so  create  some  saving.  We  will  make  the  appointment  with  the  con- 
sent and  approval  of  the  relieving  officer,  and  hold  him  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
his  deputy.  We  contemplate  a salary  equal  to  one-half  of  the  relieving  officers  in 
each  district. 

We  are  making  arrangements  by  advertisement,  and  with  the  aid  of  our  relief 
officers,  for  stone-breaking  depots,  and  overseers  of  able-bodied  while  so  engaged ; 
we  expect  to  have  this  perfect  against  our  next  report.  We  have  the  implements 
necessary  for  this  work. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  14,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  if  you  shall  be  satisfied,  after  due  consideration,  that  the 
present  master  of  the  workhouse  is  not  competent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that 
office  satisfactorily,  he  should  be  at  once  called  upon  to  resign. 

The  Commissioners  will  draw  the  attention  of  the  Inspector  of  the  district  to 
your  report.  With  regard  to  the  robbery  which  has  been  committed  in  the 
workhouse,  they  have  no  objection  to  the  proposed  reward  for  discovery  of  the 
offenders. 


Further  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — 

March  24,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  again  had  before  them  your  communication  of 
the  11th  instant,  and  with  reference  to  that  portion  of  it  which  relates  to.  the 
supply  of  coffins  for  the  interment  of  the  bodies  of  poor  persons  who  die  out  of  the 
workhouse,  I am  directed  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  not  prepared  to 
make  any  recommendation  with  a view  to  the  alteration  of  the  present  law  on  the 
subject. 


Afhlone  Union. 
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The  Commissioners  trust  that  the  resources  for  the  burial  of  the  dead,  which 
have  heretofore  been  found  sufficient,  will  still  be  made  available;  and  I am  at  the 
same  time  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  15th  section  of  the  Act  10  Viet.,  chap.  22, 
under  which  the  estimates  to  be  furnished  by  the  Relief  Committees  continued  by 
that  Act  may  include  the  expense  of  providing  coffins  for  persons  who  die  offerer, 
or  other  epidemic  disease,  in  such  Relief  Committee’s  electoral  division. 

The  Commissioners  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  master  of  the  workhouse  should 
be  held  responsible  for  the  value  of  the  meal  stolen  from  the  workhouse,  under  the 
circumstances  mentioned  in  your  report,  as  such  an  occurrence  could  not  have 
taken  place  had  he  used  ordinary  diligence  and  care. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Flanagan  : — March  6,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  the  papers 
relating  to  the  death  of  two  boys  named  Kelehan  in  the  Athlone  Union ; and  I 
am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  proceed  to  Athlone  and  institute 
an  inquiry  on  oath  into  the  cause  of  death  of  the  children  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  J 


Mr.  Flanagan  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  14,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state  that,  in  compliance  with  your  letter  of  the 
6th  instant,  directing  me  “ to  institute  an  inquiry  upon  oath  into  the  cause  of  the 
‘'death  of  the  two  boys,  John  and  James  Kelehan,  in  that  letter  referred  to,”  I 
have  made  the  inquiry  as  directed,  and  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  notes  of 
the  evidence  taken  by  ine,  and  my  report  thereon  as  follows: — 

The  Vice-Guardians  of  this  Union  having,  shortly  after  their  arrival,  given 
directions  that  amongst  others  all  persons  not  entitled  to  relief  should  be  dis- 
charged from  the  workhouse,  lists  were  directed  to  be  made  out  of  all  such  persons, 
lhe  assistant  master  (then  in  charge  of  the  house)  procured  a list  from  the  school- 
master of  all  boys  whose  parents  hold  land,  or  were  not  inmates  of  the  workhouse. 
Amongst  others  on  that  list  were  the  two  boys,  John  and  James  Kelehan,  who 
had  been  inmates  of  the  house  since  the  17th  of  April,  1847,  and,  as  it  appears 
from  the  register,  were  admitted  as  twins,  11  years  of  age,  orphans,  and  described 
as  healthy.  It  appeared  from  their  own  statement  that  they  had  a mother  living 
at  Crrange,  m the  electoral  division  of  Cam,  who  held  about  four  and  a-half  Irish 
acres  of  land. 

In  the  discharge  of  their  duties  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were 
T™ LTTtTu  c,rcumftan“s  discharge  these  boys.  Accordingly  on  Monday, 

the  14th  of  February,  these  boys  were,  with  a number  of  others,  brought  from 
the  auxiliary  house,  oi  which  they  were  inmates,  to  the  workhouse  for  the  purpose 
of  being  discharged.  But  in  consequence  of  some  difficulty,  as  it  would  appear 
from  the  assistant  master’s  evidence,  in  finding  their  clothes,  they  were  sent  again 
that  evening  to  the  auxiliary  house,  and  on  the  following  morning,  after  having 
had  their  breakfast  and  been  provided  with  as  much  bread  as  would  suffice  for 
one  day,  they  were  finally  discharged. 

understand  the  evidence  clearly,  it  will  be  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  the 

relative  distances  of  the  following  places : 

Grange,  the  townland  on  which  the  mother  lives,  is  distant  about  eight  or  nine 
S lfJrT  Athlone ; ab°“‘ ,‘wo  or  three  miles  on  the  Athlone  side  of  Grange  is  a 
thp  gAtM  SOm?,  slz®’  nulled  Carraghboy ; within  less  than  a quarter  of  a mile  on 
ami  run  ° C™*llboy  *s  ^ie  rahbit  warren  referred  to  in  the  evidence, 

"blch.  ,one,  °f  t,le  boys  was  found  dead  ; and  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
bnv  di  j S f dC  °f  £arraSbb°y  is  tl>e  house  of  Martin  Doyle,  where  the  other 
rahins  . .Betlveef  Carraghboy  and  Martin  Doyle's  there  are  three  or  four 
and  mlhf “n;  about  f<T  uu  es  from  Athlone  is  a place  called  the  Quaker’s  Gate; 
witnesses'  ^ b TOn  14  and  Carragbboy  the  cabin  of  John  Gaffy,  one  of  the 

J i 'V  a,Sear  that  aft?r  tbey  hatl  been  discharged,  about  10  or  1 1 o’clock,  as 

i > ■ 0 7 ,,  le,.n'aster’  ln  Perfect  health  and  excellent  spirits,  as  deposed  to 

0 Dr- 0C»nndl  the  boys  were  shortly  after  12  o'clock  met  by  Dr. 
tW  1 a St?  “ ed  ponnaugbt- street,  which  is  on  the  way  to  Grange; 
re  en  ea  ing  some  bread.  No  further  trace  is  had  of  them  until  about 
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three  o’clock,  when  some  boys  coming  from  school  met  them  near  the  Quaker’s 
Gate,  and,  seeing  the  workhouse  clothes  upon  them,  entered  into  conversation 
with  them,  as  detailed  in  their  evidence.  At  that  time  it  would  appear  that  one 
of  the  boys,  the  taller  of  the  two,  appeared  weak  and  tired,  though  hardly  so 
much  so  as  to  call  for  any  particular  observation  from  the  boys,  who  very  quickly 

Earted  company  with  them.  They  are  next  seen  by  the  witness  Gaffy  in  about 
alf  an  hour  afterwards,  half  way  between  the  Quaker’s  Gate  and  Carraghboy ; 
after  some  conversation  with  the  boys,  it  appears  that  he  left  them  and  went  to 
his  house,  which  they  entered  in  about  a quarter  of  an  hour  after ; and  having  sat 
down  by  the  fire  for  about  a quarter  of  an  hour  and  warmed  themselves,  they  went 
away. 

Gaffy  describes  one  of  the  poor  boys  at  that  time  as  extremely  weak  and  badly 
able  to  walk ; he  desired  them  to  make  haste,  as  they  would  so  reach  their  mother’s 
house  before  nightfall,  and  moreover  keep  themselves  warm. 

From  this  time  no  further  trace  is  had  of  either  of  the  boys  until  about  12  or 
1 o clock  at  night,  when  the  taller  and  weaker  of  the  two  (as  the  evidence  would 
show)  was  heard  at  Marlin  Doyle’s  door,  moaning  in  the  manner  described  in  his 
servant  girl’s  evidence. 

Doyle’s  and  his  servant  girl’s  evidence  will  best  describe  what  occurred  at  that 
time,  when  the  poor  boy  appears  to  have  been  half  dead  from  cold  and  exhaustion. 
After  considerable  demur  on  the  part  of  Doyle  the  boy  was  finally  carried  from 
the  road,  where  he  had  fallen  from  exhaustion  after  being  turned  out  of  Doyle’s 
house,  to  the  barn,  and  laid  upon  some  straw.  In  the  morning  he  was  found 
dead. 

His  brother  was  also  the  next  morning  found  dead  in  a stubble  field  near  a 
rabbit  warren,  adjoining  the  village  of  Carraghboy,  aud  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
from  the  road. 

I do  not  see  that  the  Vice-Guardians  or  other  officers  of  the  Union  are  in  any 
degree  blameable  in  the  matter. 

It  was  certainly  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  discharge  all  such  persons; 
and  the  evidence  of  the  relieving  officer  shows  that  the  mother  was  in  compara- 
tively good  circumstances  ; and  they  appear  to  me  to  have  taken  every  reasonable 
precaution  against  the  possible  occurrence  of  any  such  casualty. 

In  all  cases,  when  the  parties  discharged  were  within  the  classes  entitled  to  out- 
door relief,  they  were  supplied  with  a week’s  provisions  ; and  in  the  case  of  those 
boys  they  were  given  as  much  bread  as  would  suffice  them  for  the  day. 

The  boys  appear  to  have  been  warmly  clad  and  healthy,  more  particularly  the 
smaller  of  the  two,  and  delighted  at  being  discharged.  According  to  the  evidence 
of  the  medical  officer,  boys  of  their  age  and  appearance  ought  to  have  been  easily 
able  to  reach  their  home  in  one  day. 

It  is  difficult  to  surmise  where  the  boys  could  have  loitered  from  the  time  of 
their  discharge  until  they  were  met  at  the  Quaker’s  Gate  as  described.  In  a 
period  of  from  four  to  five  hours  they  do  not  appear  to  have  travelled  more  than 
four  miles.  And  again,  what  became  of  the  unfortunate  boys  after  they  quitted 
John  Gaffy’s  house;  and  how  the  smaller  of  the  two  happened  to  leave  the  high 
road  (the  night  being  clear  and  bright),  and  wander  into  the  stubble  field,  where 
he  was  found  dead ; and  where  the  taller  had  been  from  that  time  until  12  at 
night,  when  he  was  found  at  Doyle’s  door ; and  how  he  could  have  passed  through 
the  village  at  Carraghboy,  and  not  have  been  seen  or  heard  of  there,*  it  is  impos- 
sible to  divine.  It  is  possible  that,  overcome  with  fatigue,  they  may  have  turned 
into  the  rabbit  warren  and  fallen  asleep,  and  that  on  awaking  after  some  hours 
the  taller  boy  may  have  crawled  as  well  as  he  could  in  the  direction  of  his  mother’s 
home,  and  ultimately  sunk  from  exhaustion  at  Doyle’s  door. 

However  this  may  be,  I think  the  evidence  establishes  that  those  boys  died  from 
cold  and  exhaustion,  and  not  from  starvation,  and  that  the  Vice-Guardians  acted 
humanely  and  considerately  when  discharging  them. 

Enclosure. 

Athlone,  March  13,  1S48. 

Thomas  O'Brien  sworn  and  examined. — I am  assistant  master  of  the  workhouse  ; I recol- 
lect John  and  James  Kelehan;  they  were  inmates  of  the  workhouse;  they  were  admitted  on 
the  17th  of  April,  1847.  On  the  Thursday  before  they  were  discharged,  I got  directions  from 

“ This  I have  ascertained  from  the  police  constable  who  summoned  all  the  witnesses,  and  made  diligent 
inquiries  in.the  village. 


Athlone  Onion. 
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the  Vice- Guardians  to  make  out  a list  of  all  persons  in  the  house  where  the  heads  of  the 
families  were  out  and  some  members  dependent  upon  them  in  the  house,  and  also  of  all  per- 
sons who  had  land,  and  of  all  persons  who  had  a place  to  go  to  in  case  out-door  relief  were 
given  to  them.  In  order  to  find  this  out  I gave  directions  to  Scally,  the  schoolmaster,  to  inter- 
rogate the  boys.  Scally  then  returned,  amongst  a list  of  other  boys,  the  boys  James  and 
John ; their  mother  held  four  acres  of  land ; this  he  ascertained  from  the  boys  themselves.  I 
then  laid  this  list  before  the  Vice-Guardians;  there  were  about  135  altogether  on  the  list ; I 
got  directions  from  them  to  discharge  all  those  persons,  and  to  give  a week’s  supply  to  all 
those  who  would  be  entitled  to  out-door  relief;  such  as  widows  with  two  or  move  children.  I 
did  not.  get  directions  to  give  a week’s  supply  to  those  boys,  because  they  would  not  have  been 
entitled  to  out-door  relief.  On  Monday  morning,  the  14th  February,  I commenced  to  discharge 
all  those  persons ; one  hundred  and  fourteen  were  discharged  (on  the  14th)  at  different  hours, 
from  ten  o’clock  until  three  in  the  afternoon  ; they  all  got  their  breakfasts  before  they  were 
discharged ; the  boys  were  ordered  to  be  discharged  on  Monday,  but  in  consequence  of  not 
being  able  to  find  their  clothes  they  were  not  finally  discharged  that  day : they  were  dis- 
charged on  the  morning  of  Tuesday  the  15th,  about  the  hour  of  ten  or  eleven ; they  had  had 
their  breakfast,  and  I gave  them  some  bread  each  before  they  went  out ; the  quantity  I do  not 
exactly  remember,  but  I know  they  got  the  regular  allowance  for  the  day ; they  were  gointr 
to  Cam,  a distance  (I  believe)  to  their  home  of  seven  or  eight  miles ; there  were  other  persons 
from  the  same  direction  discharged  on  the  same  day — amongst  others  two  boys,  William  and 
James  Green ; I gave  general  directions  that  all  travelling  to  the  same  district  should  keep 
together;  the  day  was  a dry  day;  I do  not  recollect  whether  the  day  was  cold  or  not;  the 
boys  did  not  object  to  being  discharged,  on  the  contrary  I think  they  were  glad  to  go  ; they 
were  running  about  in  great  spirits ; the  boys  were  about  eleven  or  twelve  years  of  age,  and 
healthy;*  they  had  the  Union  clothes  on  them  when  discharged ; the  clothes  were  tolerably 
good : I think  the  boys  were  well  able  to  walk  seven  or  eight  miles. 

William  Scally  sworn  and  examined. — Is  schoolmaster  of  workhouse ; knew  the  boys 
John  and  James  Kelehan;  recollects  taking  a list  of  boys  whose  parents  had  land;  I took 
down  the  names  of  those  boys  ; I did  so  because  they  told  me  their  mother  who  was  not  in 
the  workhouse,  held  four  acres  and  three  roods  of  land ; one  of  the  hoys  appeared  to  me 
delicate ; he  had  had  some  pain  in  his  bowels,  and  had  been  removed  to  hospital ; he  was 
more  than  a week  back  in  the  schoolroom  beforehis  discharge,  but  not  a fortnight ; I cannot 
say  which  of  the  two  boys  this  was.  On  Monday,  the  13th,  they  were  brought  down  from  the 
auxiliary  house  after  breakfast,  under  charge  of  a man  named  Cronin ; there  were  about  30 
boys  brought  down ; all  who  were  not  discharged  upon  that  day,  returned  together  under 
Cronin’s  charge  ; they  slept  that  night  in  the  auxiliary  house,  and  were  brought  back  again 
on  Tuesday  morning  after  breakfast ; I never  saw  them  since  ; one  of  the  boys  could  have 
travelled  seven  or  eight  miles  with,  ease ; as  to  the  other  I cannot  say ; the  boys  appeared 
highly  pleased  at  getting  out. 

Thomas  Shee  sworn  and  examined,  about  14  years  of  age. — Recollects  overtaking  on  his 
way  from  school  the  two  boys,  who  were  afterwards  found  dead ; cannot  say  what  day  it  was ; 
we  leave  school  usually  about  three  o’clock ; the  clock  was  not  going  that  day ; it  was  about 
the  same  time  as  usual;  the  school  is  at  Famore,  about  four  miles  from  this;  I overtook 
them  about  40  yards  from  the  school;  they  were  walking  very  slowly;  I saw  the  workhouse 
clothes  on  them,  and  in  consequence  I asked  them  why  they  were  leaving  the  house  ; I asked 
them  whether  they  stole  away,  or  had  been  sent  on  a message  ; one  of  them  said  not,  but  that 
they  had  been  turned  out  because  their  mother  held  land : 1 walked  with  them  about  100  yards, 
and  then  stopped  at  a place  called  Quaker’s  Gate,  and  they  walked  on;  they  did  not  appear 
starved ; one  of  them  was  leaning  on  his  brother’s  shoulder,  and  appeared  weak  enough ; this 
I judge  from  his  leaning  upon  his  shoulder ; they  did  not  appear  to  be  in  good  spirits,  and 
would  hardly  speak;  I did  not  see  them  after  that  until  ihe  inquest. 

Patrick  Mullen  sworn  and  examined,  about  15  years  of  age. — Was  with  last  witness  coming 
from  school  when  we  overtook  the  ICelehans;  I asked  them  how  far  had  they  to  go,  and  one 
of  them  told  me  not  to  be  bothering  him  so;  this  is  about  a mile  from  Carraghboy,  the  place 
where  one  of  the  boys  was  found  dead;  it  was  snowing  at  the  time  we  parted  from  them;  it 
had  not  been  snowing  in  the  morning  when  we  went  to  school ; the  day  was  cold  ; the  boys 
did  not  appear  very  tired ; one  of  them  was  leaning  upon  the  other,  and  walked  as  if  he  was 
lame  ; he  did  not  appear  “ beat  up,"  and  I think  he  could  have  walked  a mile ; the  taller  boy 
was  the  one  leaning  on  his  brother’s  shoulder ; he  appeared  to  be  weak;  his  colour  was  bad; 
he  did  not  talk  at  all ; it  was  not  (in  my  opinion)  a long  walk  for  a boy  of  the  smaller  of  the 
two  from  this  place  to  the  place  where  they  were  found  dead. 

Tlwmas  Gaffy  sworn  and  examined.— Lives  midway  between  the  Quaker’s  Gate  and  Car- 
raghboy ; recollects  coming  out  on  the  road  about  half- past  three  o’clock  in  the  evening;  I 
observed  the  two  little  fellows  coming  along;  the  evening  was  cold;  I observed  the  poorhouse 
dress  on  them,  and  I asked  them  if  they  had  stolen  out  themselves  out  of  the  poorhouse  ; the 
youngest  one  spoke  to  me  and  said  not,  but  that  they  had  been  turned  out  of  the  house  that 
morning,  because  his  mother  held  some  land.  They  told  me  they  lived  in  Grange ; it  is 
about  three  miles  from  this.f  The  taller  boy  did  not  speak  much,  he  appeared  to  be  very 
weak  in  his  walk  and  in  his  talk,  but  his  complexion  was  good,  and  he  denoted  no  hardship  in 
his  appearance;  they  were  both  badly  able  to  walk  ; the  younger  better  than  the  other;  they 
appeal  ed  very  cold ; it  was  daylight  at  this  time,  and  they  could  have  reached  home  before 
nightfall;  they  were  walking  very  slowly  when  1 saw  them;  if  they  did  not  walk  faster,  they 

1 -mu  'S  lrom  described  as — twins  of  eleven  years,  and  orphans,  healthy. 

t Where  he  met  the  boys. 
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could  not  have  reached  home  before  night;  they  would  have  got  about  half  way;  after  I Athlone  Union. 

met  them  first,  I walked  with  them  along  the  road  about  five  or  six  perches  ; they  then  met  

an  acquaintance  with  whom  they  entered  into  conversation ; I then  walked  on  and  went  into 
my  own  house  about  30  perches  further  on;  and  in  or  about  15  minutes  after  this  they  came 
into  the  same  house,  and  they  sat  down  by  the  fire  to  warm  themselves;  they  remained  in  the 
house  about  15  minutes  ; some  people  came  in,  and  they  stood  up  to  go  ; I then  told  them  to 
hurry  on,  as  if  they  did  they  would  keep  themselves  warm,  and  reach  home  before  nightfall ; 
the  boys  appeared  very  cold  and  weak;  they  did  not  ask  for  liberty  to  remain  there  that  night. 

The  rabbit  warren,  where  I am  told  one  of  the  boys  was  found  dead,  is  only  about  half  a mile 
from  my  house ; there  are  four  houses  on  the  road  side  between  it  and  the  rabbit  warren ; 
it  was  a very  cold  evening  ; the  clothes  they  had  were  good,  only  the  small-clothes  torn  on  the 
knees. 

Catherine  Glennon  examined,  not  sworn. f — Was  servant  girl  to  Thomas  Doyle;  I recollect 
one  night  just  as  we  were  going  to  bed,  (the  rest  of  the  family  were  all  in  bed,)  hearing  a 
weak  cry  at  the  door;  I was  just  going  to  lock  the  door  at  the  time;  I told  Mary  Doyle  of 
it,  and  she  told  her  husband,  who  got  up  and  let  a boy  in ; this  was  the  taller  ’boy  of  the 
two  ; the  boy  was  staggering  when  the  door  was  opened,  and  John  Doyle  took  hold  of  him  by 
the  hand  ; he  was  falling  ; John  Doyle  asked  him  where  did  he  live,  and  he  said  he  lived  in 
Cahir ; he  did  not  say  what  particular  place ; it  was  almost  impossible  to  understand  what  he 
was  saying;  he  asked  him  was  he  hungry,  and  whether  he  would  eat  a bit  of  bread,  and  he 
said  he  would  ; he  then  gave  him  a bit  of  bread ; the  boy  did  not  eat  it;  he  asked  him  what 
was  his  father  and  mother’s  name ; what  he  answered  about  his  father’s  I could  not  under- 
stand; his  mother’s  he  said  was  Mary  Fallon;  this  was  the  only  plain  word  he  spoke;  John 
Doyle  then  told  me  to  take  him  by  the  hand  and  lead  him  out  in  the  road,  the  way  that  he 
should  go  home ; John  Doyle  was  afraid  that  he  had  the  fever;  the  night  was  very  bright,  but 
freezing  ; I brought  him  by  the  hand  as  far  as  the  road,  and  when  I let  his  hand  go  he  fell; 
his  mouth  was  then  cut ; I then  went  in  and  told  John  Doyle ; he  said  nothing,  and  he 
then  went  to  bed  ; we  got  sorry  then  immediately  after,  and  he  told  me  to  get  up  and  get  the 
lock  of  the  barn,  and  I then  went  up  and  asked  the  boy  whether  he  would  get  up  and  I would 
let  him  in,  and  he  did  not  speak  to  me,  but  he  only  looked  at  me  ; I then  took  him  up  in  my 
arms  and  carried  him  into  the  barn  ; the  barn  was  well  roofed  in;  I laid  him  on  some  straw 
that  was  in  it;  in  the  morning  when  I got  up,  John  Doyle  told  me  to  go  and  see  how  the  boy 
was  ; I then  went  in  and  found  him  dead. 

Thomas  Doyle  sworn  and  examined. — Recollects  a Tuesday  night  about  twelve  or  one  o’clock 
at  njght,  after  he  and  his  wife  had  just  gone  to  bed,  the  last  witness,  their  servant  girl,  coming, 
to  his  wife  and  telling  her  that  there  was  some  one  crying  at  the  door.  I then  desired  the  girl 
to  open  the  door  and  let  the  person  in  ; she  said  she  was  afraid ; I then  got  up  and  opened  the 
door.  When  I did  the  boy  staggered  in,  and  would  have  fallen  but  I caught  him  in  my 
arms,  I then  asked  him  where  he  was  from,  and  he  said  from  Cam;  and  that  his  mother’s 
name  was  Molly  Fallon.  I had  him  very  nearly  a quarter  of  an  hour  in  my  arms,  he  was  not 
able  to  speak  ; he  was  trying  to  speak,  but  was  so  weak  he  could  not  speak  distinctly;  I then 
asked  him  if  he  was  hungry,  and  I gave  him  a bit  of  bread ; he  did  not  eat  it;  my  wire  then 
who  is  near  her  lying-in,  told  me  to  put  him  out  and  send  him  home  ; she  was  afraid  he  would 
die  in  the  house ; I then  desired  the  little  girl  to  take  him  out,  and  she  did  ; when  she  let  his 
hand  go  he  fell.  I then  told  my  wife  that  he  had  fallen,  and  that  we  ouoht  to  take  him  in, 
she  said  not,  she  was  afraid  he  would  die  in  the  house ; and  I then  told  the  little  girl  to  take 
the  key  of  the  barn,  and  let  him  in,  which  she  did;  the  next  morning  he  was  found  dead;  we 
were  afraid  that  he  might  have  the  fever.  » 

Michael  Dolan  sworn  and  examined  (labourer).— Recollects  finding  one  of  the  boys  dead 
on  the  lands  of  Carrick ; this  was  near  a rabbit  warren ; it  is  a good  bit  off  the  road  • very 
nearly  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  road ; I found  him  in  a stubble  field  about  two  ’yards 
from  the  wall;  I found  him  early  in  the  morning  dead;  the  gate  leading  into  the  warren  is 
about  half  a mile  from  J ohn  GafFy’s ; I saw  a bit  of  turnip  falling  out  of  his  pocket. 

Dr.  O Coimell  sworn  and  examined. — Made  a post-mortem  examination  of  the  two  'boys ; 
the  first  I saw  was  James  (the  taller  of  the  two),  who  died  in  Doyle’s  house ; there  was 
no  appearance  of  violence  on  the  body,  the  countenance  was  perfectly  natural.  The  stomach 
contained  very  little  food ; that  appeared  to  be  composed  of  either  gruel  or  oaten  bread 
softened  by  the  action  of  the  stomach.  The  general  appearance  of  the  body  was  healthy,  and 
I do  not  think  that  he  died  from  want  of  food,  but  solely  from  exposure  to  the  intense  cold  of 
the  night.  The  general  appearance  of  the  other  boy  (John)  was  similar  to  that  of  his  brother, 
the  stomach  was  nearly  full  of  Indian  meal  and  rice,  similar  to  what  is  given  to  the  inmates 
of  the  workhouse  ; the  intestines  were  empty.  I am  therefore  of  opinion  that  he  died  in  the 
early  part  of  the  night  of  Tuesday;  recollects  the  boys  when  in  the  house,  and  also  to  have 
seen  them  going  out  that  morning  in  the  end  of  Connaught-street ; they  were  then  eatino- 
something,  and  appeared  perfectly  healthy.  This  was  just  twelve  o’clock  or  very  little  after°; 
boys  of  their  age  and  appearance  coidd  have  walked  with  perfect  ease  from  the  workhouse  to 
Grange  without  danger  aud  before  nightfall. 

John  King  sworn  and  examined. — Is  relieving  officer  for  Cam  and  Raharra;  inconsequence 
ol  the  death  of  the  two  boys  went  and  visited  the  house  of  their  mother;  their  mother  lives  in 
Graii ^e,  about  eight  miles  from  the  workhouse;  when  I went  to  the  house,  which  was  on  the 
^-nd  1 believe,  but  after  the  inquest,  1 saw  her  son,  a strong  young  man  of  about  18  or 
zl)  years  of  age;  there  was  then  immediately  opposite  ihe  door,  inside  the  house,  a heap  of 

t This  child,  about  10  or  11  years  of  age,  1 did  not  think  it  advisable  to  swear. 
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wheat  covered  up  with  straw,  the  heap  appeared  to  me  to  contain  about  three  barrels ; I theu 
called  out  the  son  and  asked  him  to  come  and  show  me  his  mother’s  land;  he  then  came  out 
and  pointed  out  the  land  to  me ; he  told  me  it  contained  about  four  acres  and  a half  Irish. 
The  land  is  arable  land,  not  cut-away  bog,  all  upland  ; the  land  in  my  opinion,  as  pointed1  out 
to  me,  appeared  fully  lo  contain  four  acres  and  a half;  some  of  the  land  is  actually  cropped, 
now  growing  wheat,  and  some  part  of  it  near  the  cabin  is  planted  with  cabbage;  the  cabin  is 
small  but  more  comfortable  than  cabins  usually  are  ; from  the  appearance  of  the  cabin  and 
place  I do  not  think  they  were  in  any  poverty  ; I. did  not  see  any  haggard,  but  a good  deal  of 
loose  straw  made  into  a small  stack,  there  was  much  more  straw  than  would  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  three  barrels  of  wheat;  and  I was  told  by  a confidential  man  in  that  neighbour- 
hood that  some  short  time  before,  she  had  disposed  of  a load  of  wheat ; the  cabin  was  also 
newly  thatched  ; I said  to  the.  mother,  that  it  was  a shame  for  her  to  have  allowed  her  children 
to  go  to  the  workhouse,  and  she  well  able  to  support  them ; she  then  began  to  cry,  and  said 
it  was  now  too  late  to  speak  of  that. 


The  Commissioners  to  b'ir  Denis  Le  Marchant:— Jfarc/i  22,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  beg  to  state  that  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
3rd  instant,  they  directed  Mr.  S.  Woulfe  Flanagan,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  make 
inquiry  on  oath,  as  desired  by  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey,  into  the  circumstances 
attendant  on  the  discharge  of  two  boys  named  Kelehan,  from  the  workhouse  of 
Athloue  Union,  on  the  15th  of  February,  and  who  on  the  following  morning  were 
found  dead. 

The  Commissioners  beg  now  to  forward  a copy  of  Mr.  S.  Woulfe  Flanagan’s 
report,  with  copies  of  the  depositions  of  the  several  witnesses  examined,  by  which 
it  udll  be  observed  that  the  boys  were  discharged  from  the  workhouse,  as  their 
mother  was  ascertained  to  be  living  in  the  Union,  in  occupation  of  a cabin  and 
four  and  a half  Irish  acres  of  land  (7a.  1r.  5p.  English),  and  that  they  were  when 
discharged  in  good  health — bad  taken  their  morning  meal — were  provided  with 
a day’s  allowance  of  bread,  and  were  considered  (as  sworn  by  the  medical  officer) 
to  be  able,  with  ease,  to  have  reached  their  mother’s  residence  during  the  day, 
after  the  hour  (about  1 1 o’clock,  a.  m.)  at  which  they  left  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  further  beg  to  direct  attention  to  the  evidence  as  to  the  age 
of  these  boys,  which  appears  to  have  exceeded  1 1 years,  also  to  the  statement  of 
the  first  witness,  the  assistant  master,  which  shows  that  they  left  the  workhouse 
in  company  with  other  persons  who  had  to  go  in  the  same  direction,  particularly 
two  boys  named  William  and  James  Green ; and  that  they  were  enjoined  to  keep 
in  company  with  these  other  boys  and  persons,  which,  however,  they  must  have 
immediately  neglected,  as  the  medical  officer  met  them  at  12  o’clock  in  one  of  the 
streets  of  the  town,  no  part  of  which  is  far  from  the  workhouse. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  18,  1848. 

Our  rate  collectors  are  doing  their  duty,  the  last  appointed,  Mr.  Kelly,  has 
not  yet  been  confirmed  by  you,  and  the  previous  appointment,  Mr.  Jameson,  only 
got  his  books  on  last  Thursday.  63 l£.  145.  1 d.  has  been  lodged  this  week  by  five 
of  them. 

The  relieving  officers  are  actively  engaged,  and  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  with 
great  propriety.  We  have  granted  most  of  them  assistants,  subject  to  their  ap- 
proval and  control,  at  half  salary  in  each  case.  The  relief  lists  continue  to  be 
very  heavy. 

With  regard  to  the  many  inquests  that  have  been,  and  are  being  holden  in  the 
Union,  we  beg  to  remark  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  trace  a case  in  which 
relief  has  been  sought  for  or  refused,  or  where  our  relieving  officers  have  neg- 
lected to  perform  their  duties,  and  so  far  as  we  can  judge  from  the  evidences  taken, 
the  majority  of  cases  appear  to  have  been  wandering  mendicants  from  other 
Unions. 

We  cannot  avoid  calling  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  verdicts 
almost  universally  returned,"  viz.,  "hunger  and  want,”  when  frequently  the 
evidence  adduced  would  lend  to  ’suppose  that  death  had  ensued  from  disease, 
or  other  causes  at  variance  with  such  a verdict.  The  coroner  of  the  Roscommon 
portion  of  our  Union  appears  to  have  this  verdict  stereotyped  for  the  use  of  county 
juries,  and  sends  the  same  to  the  press,  before  he  holds  his  inquests. 
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We  forwarded  you  by  last  post,  the  report  of  our  relieving  officers  on  the  cases 
of  inquests  on  Michael  M'Loughlin  and  Bridget  Downey;  two  other  cases  of 
inquests  referred  to  us  by  your  letter  of  16th  instant,  are  found  to  have  occurred 
in  the  Ballinasloe  Union. 

The  master  has  sworn  informations  against  Spelman,  the  step- father  of  Bridget 
Downey ; lie  has  absconded. 

On  inquiry  with  reference  to  yours  of  8th  instant,  the  number  of  aged  and  infirm 
appearing  in  the  house,  we  have  closely  examined  that  class,  and  after  discharging 
52  of  their  number  we  find  the  majority  remaining  are  not  cases  we  could  safely 
turn  out  for  out-door  relief. 

Regarding  your  letter  of  14th  instant,  finding  the  master  still  deficient  in 
carrying  out  our  instructions,  we  spoke  to  him  on  the  subject  and  he  expressed  his 
willingness  to  resign,  and  said  he  would  do  so  on  the  25th  instant,  and  conduct  the 
affairs  of  the  house  until  we  could  obtain  another  master,  for  which  we  will  im- 
mediately advertise,  and  give  due  time  in  hope  of  finding  an  efficient  one. 

We  beg  to  enclose  the  code  of  instructions  we  have  drawn  up  for  the  guidance 
of  our  relieving  officers,  overseers,  &c.,  &c.  We  have  had  several  parties  stone- 
breaking this  week,  and  appointed  overseers,  &c.,  in  all  the  divisions  except 
three. 

Enclosure. 

Athlone  Union. — Instructions  to  Relieving  Officers,  General  Overseers,  and 
Overseers,  &c. 

1st.  Relieving  officers  should  be  most  careful  in  using  their  discretion  as  to  the 
persons  they  return  as  able-bodied,  as  they  must  remember,  that  if  a person  is  so  returned 
a task  of  work  suitable  for  an  able-bodied  person  will  be  required.  If  the  relieving  officer  has 
any  doubt  of  a person  being  able  to  work  or  not,  he  can  send  him  to  procure  a certificate  from 
the  medical  officer ; but  this  must  be  a rare  occurrence,  as  in  most  cases  a man’s  appearance 
will  tell  if  he  is  able-bodied  or  otherwise. 

2nd.  In  case  any  able-bodied  person  absents  himself  from  work  for  two  days  in  succession, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  overseer  to  report  his  absence  forthwith  to  the  relieving  officer,  who  will  at 
once  proceed  to  his  house  and  ascertain  if  his  absence  is  caused  by  illness,  if  so  his  name  shall 
be  removed  from  the  able-bodied  list  to  the  impotent,  and  such  change  reported.  When  such 
person  has  recovered,  he  can  again  be  returned  for  work. 

3rd.  If  any  man  absents  himself  from  work,  and  returns  any  other  day,  he  may  be  set  to  work 
by  the  overseer,  and  receive  his  allowance  for  the  day  he  worked  ; provided  he  accomplished 
the  stated  task. 

4th.  It  is  supposed  that  stone-breaking  by  task-work  will  be  the  best  mode  of  employing  the 
able-bodied.  Portion  to  be  employed  in  quarrying — portion  in  breaking — and  portion  in 
removing.  It  is  calculated  that  each  labourer  should  quarry  three  boxes  of  nine  cubic  feet 
daily — each  breaker  should  break  one.  In  inclement  weather,  when  work  cannot  be  done, 
roll  should  be  called  at  9,  12,  1,  and  4.  The  hours  of  working  should  be  from  8 a. m.  to 
4 P.M. 

5th.  The  general  overseer  is  to  point  out  to  the  overseer  in  charge  of  the  station  at  which 
the  working  party  is  to  be  employed,  he  is  also  to  point  out  the  nature  of  the  work  to  be  done 
— the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  performed — and  the  hours  at  which  the  roll  is  to  be  called. 
He  is  to  visit  each  station  once  a week,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  total  amount  of 
work  done  and  its  value,  and  to  certify  same  to  the  Vice- Guardians  on  their  day  of  meeting. 
He  is  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  persons  employed,  and  to  report  any 
irregularity. 

6th.  The  quantity  of  food  ordered  in  each  ticket  should  be  fully  stated  in  writing  and 
numbers,  and  no  ticket  which  is  obliterated  or  altered,  or  forwarded  without  signature,  will 
be  attended  to ; and  if  it  occurs  often  the  officer  will  be  dismissed  as  incapable  of  performing 
his  duties. 

7th.  Each  overseer  should  attend  and  leave  his  signature  with  relieving  officer. 

8th.  It  is  most  important  that  each  relieving  officer’s  out-door  register  should  not  be  suffered 
to  fall  into  arrear ; for  this  purpose  he  should  at  once  ascertain  the  expense  of  each  able-bodied 
and  impotent  applicant  on  his  books.  This  can  be  done  by  attending  on  one  day  in  each  week 
at  the  clerk’s  office. 

9th.  The  Weekly  Books  should  be  lodged  in  the  office  each  Tuesday  for  inspection  bv  the 
clerk,  and  can  be  taken  back  again  at  any  time. 

J.  A.  Drought, 

Edward  Wall, 


• Vice- Guardians. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing:— March  24,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  propose  to  draw  the  attention  of 
Government  to  your  statement  regarding  the  verdicts  returned  by  the  coroner  of 
the  Roscommon  portion  of  the  Union  on  the  inquests  held  by  him,  and  I am 
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Athlone  Union,  therefore  to  request  that  the  Commissioners  may  he  informed  specifically  of  any 

case  in  which  the  coroner  is  known  to  have  sent  a verdict  for  publication  before 

the  inquest  was  held. 

With  reference  to  the  instructions  which  you  have  drawn  out  for  the  guidance 
of  the  relieving  officers  and  overseers,  I am  to  state  that  as  the  instructions  for 
out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  paupers  do  not  refer  to  the  issue  of  food  so  as  to 
show  whether  the  issue  is  made  daily,  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being 
informed  whether  a daily  issue  is  made,  and  whether  cooked  food  can  be  provided 
throughout  the  Union. 


Mr.  Flanagan  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  22,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  that  in  my  opinion  it  will  be  advisable  to 
renew,  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  at  present  in  force,  the  order  for  out-door  relief 
in  this  Union,  which  will  expire  on  the  25th  instant. 

In  the  electoral  divisions  of  St.  Peter,  and  Drum,  Taghmaconnell,  and  the 
other  divisions  in  the  Roscommon  part  of  this  Union,  I am  of  opinion  that  the 
distress,  so  far  from  abating,  is  daily  becoming  greater ; and  I do  not  see  any 
prospect  of  relieving  it  but  through  the  medium  of  the  order  for  out-door  relief. 

The  inclemency  of  the  weather  hitherto  has  prevented  the  commencement  of 
the  ordinary  spring  labour  of  the  county,  which  will,  no  doubt,  in  some  degree 
alleviate  the  very  great  existing  distress,  but  in  my  opinion  will  not  give  em- 
ployment to  one-half  of  those  to  whom  relief  must  be  afforded  in  some  form  or 
other. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  22,  1848. 

We  beg  herewith  to  forward  our  relieving  officer’s  explanation  regarding 
the  death  of  a man  named  Michael  Gallagher,  upon  whose  body  an  inquest  was 
held  by  the  coroner  of  the  county  Roscommon,  who  returned  the  usual  verdict — 
“Died  of  hunger  and  want." 


Enclosure. 

Mr.  Lander,  Relieving  Officer,  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — March  23,  1848. 

• In  compliance  with  your  orders,  I lay  before  you  a statement  relating  to  the  decease 
of  a man  named  Michael  Gallagher,  who  is  staled  by  the  jury  on  the  inquest  held  on  his  body 
to  have  died  from  hunger  and  want  in  the  electoral  division  of  St.  Peter’s  and  Drum.  Now, 
gentlemen,  I beg  leave  to  state  that  the  deceased  Michael  Gallagher  was  on  my  hooks  for  out- 
door relief  since  the  7th  of  February,  and  that  every  week  from  that  period  he  regularly 
received  the  complement  of  rations  allowed  by  Vice-Guardians  for  support  of  himself  and 
family,  the  quantity  allowed  being  19  lbs.  of  Indian  meal  per  week;  and  that  up  to  the  day 
previous  to  his  death  he  received  rations  four  times,  and  that  the  Saturday  before  he  died,  the 
day  for  distributing  the  rations,  having  called  the  name  of  deceased,  and  his  wife  appearing 
for  him,  I asked  where  her  husband  was.  She  said  he  was  lying  in  fever  since  that  day  week. 
Thinking  she  was  not  telling  the  truth,  I referred  her  to  a Mr.  Kelly,  who  lives  very  near  her 
house,  for  a note  to  that  effect,  telling  her  at  the  same  time  that  it  woidd  not  take  her  long  to 
do  so,  as  Mr.  Kelly  was  in  town,  and  that  I would  not  leave  the  meal  depot  for  some  hours 
after.  She  not  returning  that  evening,  I called  her  name,again  on  Monday.  No  one  appeared 
that  day.  On  Tuesday  I again  called  the  name,  when  I was  informed  that  deceased,  his  wife 
and  family,  were  lying  in  fever.  I asked  was  there  any  one  there  that  would  bring  him  the 
meal.  A brother  of -deceased  said  he  would  bring  it  to  him  if  I gave  it.  I then  gave  the 
meal.  This  was  early  on  Tuesday,  and  the  man  did  not  die  till  next  day.  Thus  far  I had  to 
do  with  the  deceased  Michael  Gallagher.  Having  visited  the  house  of  deceased,  which  is  a 
most  wretched  hovel,  full  of  smoke,  without  any  way  of  escape  for  it,  or  for  the  admission  of 
light,  or,  what  is  more  necessary  than  all,  pure  air,  save  by  a small  aperture  in  the  shape  of  a 
door,  surrounded  by  a filthy  dung-heap,  which  was  sufficient  of  itself  to  have  created  fever,  I 
learned  by  inquiry  from  a woman  named  Gately  (the  wife  and  family  of  deceased  being  at  this 
time  lying  very  ill  in  fever),  who  lives  next  door  to  deceased,  that  he  was  labouring  under  a 
very  severe  attack  of  dysentery  for  a month  previous  to  his  death ; that  a week  or  so  before  he 
died  it  turned  to  fever;  that  he  was  regularly  receiving  rations  every  week;  that  the  day 
previous  to  his  death  his  brother  received  them' for  him  early  in  the  day;  that  he.  left  them  in 
town  until  evening,  when  he  sent  them  to  the  house  of  deceased  by  a boy.  The  reason  he 
states  for  so  doing  is  this,  that  he  did  not  wish  to  let.  his  wife’s  apron,  in  which  the  meal  was 
tied,  into  the  house  of  his  brother,  on  account  of  his  having  fever;  that  deceased  did  not  receive 
the  meal  till  late  in  the  evening,  and  that  even  if  he  had, ° he  could  make  no  use  of  it,  as  the 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  865 

neighbours  would  not  go  near  his  house.  In  the  meantime  deceased,  in  a raving  state,  and 
not  conscious  of  what  he  was  doing  (as  were  he  so  he  would  not  have  acted  thus),  rambled  out 
on  the  road  to  see  if  a messenger  that,  he  sent  a short  time  previous  to  town  for  his  rations  was 
coming,  although  not  half  an  hour  gone.  This  was  about  10  o’clock  in  the  morning;  that  he 
did  not  go  more  than  200  yards  from  his  own  door  when  he  fell  in  a pool  of  water,  having 
become  exhausted,  as  might  be  expected  from  any  one  in  his  state  of  health ; that  he  lay  there 
for  some  hours.  There  were  two  men  working  in  a field  near  where  he  fell ; they  spoke  to 
him,  but  would  render  him  no  assistance  on  account  of  his  having  fever;  that  the  old  woman, 
from  whom  I learned  all  this,  coming  up  at  the  time,  assisted  him  to  rise.  He  stood  upright, 
but,  endeavouring  to  walk,  he  fell  forward  on  his  head,  which,  as  she  says,  was  sufficient  to 
kill  a stronger  man.  She  threw  him  his  hat,  not  wishing  to  stop  too  long  near  him,  as  she 
knew  him  to  have  fever.  Her  husband  coming  up  at  the  time,  assisted  him  to  his  house. 
They  saw  no  more  of  him  until  next  morning,  when  they  found  him  dead.  I was  told  by  a 
respectable  person  who  lives  near  deceased’s  house  that  he  died  more  through  neglect  of  his 
neighbours  than  the  effects  of  the  disease,  as  they  would  not  bring  him  even  a drink  of  water. 
The  jury  on  his  inquest  being  composed  of  poor  labouring  men,  and  no  medical  man  being  in 
attendance,  I think  under  such  circumstances,  it  would  be  impossible  for  even  a more  learned 
jury  to  find  such  a verdict. 

I forgot  to  mention  that  the  time  that  elapsed  from  his  leaving  his  own  house  until  he  was 
brought  back  was  about  six  hours,  as  he  was  on  the  road  from  10  o’clock  till  near  4 in  the 
afternoon.  Now,  gentlemen,  I could  ascertain  with  respect  to  Michael  Gallagher  nothing 
farther. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — March  25,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  undei*  consideration  your  report  of  the  22ud 
instant,  and  a letter  from  Mr.  Lander,  one  of  the  relieving  officers  of  the  Athlone 
Union,  in  which  he  accounts  for  the  death  of  Michael  Gallagher,  who  is  declared 
by  a coroner’s  jury  to  have  died  of  hunger  and  want. 

Tile  Commissioners  consider  this  a very  painful  case,  showing  that  the  relief 
applicable  in  it  was  not  afforded. 

The  officer  states,  that  this  man  and  family  had  an  allowance  of  19  lbs.  of  meal 
in  the  week,  and  that  when  the  man  sent  his  wife  for  the  food,  being  himself 
seized  with  fever,  she  was  required  to  obtain  a note  from  a Mr.  Kelly,  to  authen- 
ticate, as  piesumed,  her  statement  with  respect  to  her  husband’s  illness.  This 
was  on  Saturday ; and  as  the  poor  woman  did  not  return,  the  allowance  of  food 
was  not  issued.  She  was  called  again  on  Monday,  and  then  on  Tuesday,  when 
it  appeared  that  she  and  all  the  family  were  in  fever.  On  Tuesday  the  food 
was  given  to  the  brother  of  the  deceased  man;  but  uncooked  food  to  a family  in 
fever  could  have  been  of  little  use.  On  Wednesday  the  deceased  man,  under 
the  influence  of  the  fever,  appears  to  have  left  his  house,  and  was  on  the  road  about 
six  hours,  during  part  of  which  time  he  lay  in  a pool  of  water  into  which  he  had 
fallen. 

This  appears  to  be  a case  of  grievous  neglect,  in  not  applying  the  powers  given 
by  the  Relief  Extension  Act ; and  the  Commissioners  request  you  to  reconsider 
its  very  painful  circumstances,  and  explain  the  course  usually  taken  when  families 
on  the  out -door  relief  lists  are  seized  with  fever.  You  are  also  requested  to  have 
arrangements  made  for  issuing  cooked  food  where  practicable. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  25,  1848. 

We  have  little  to  report  this  week,  the  most  important  work,  the 
collection  of  the  rate,  goes  on  favourably,  about  1100Z.  being  lodged  this  week 
by  eight  collectors,  two  only  made  no  returns;  this  places  us  (at  last)  on  the 
right  side  of  our  treasurer’s  hook,  but  there  is  still  a large  amount  of  old 
cheques  outstanding  against  us,  which  must  he  paid  off  by  degrees. 

The  relieving  officers’  books  not  so  heavy  as  heretofore,  there  are  about 
7500  now  on  the  out-door  relief  lists.  Stone-breaking  is  in  operation,  and 
acts  as  a salutary  test  in  many  instances.  Our  lists  are  regularly  published, 
and  the  abuses  undergoing  correction. 

The  workhouse  site  is  being  prepared  for  oats,  as  no  green  crop  will  be  per- 
mitted to  grow  in  it,  from  its  unprotected  state ; a good  roadway  is  making 
round  the  yard  walls  outside  and  to  the  fever  hospital ; the  women  are  en- 
gaged in  spinning,  and  the  children  and  infirm  are  knitting  stockings. 

The  master  has  sent  in  his  resignation,  which  we  have  accepted,  and  adver- 
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Athlone  Union,  tised  for  another,  with  an  increased  salary,  in  the  hopes  of  procuring  a really 
active  and  good  man. 

The  Commissary  meal  is  all  gone,  and  we,  this  week,  had  to  lay  in  20  tons. 
We  bought  oatmeal  at  10/.  13.s.  4 d.  per  ton,  which  we  considered  preferable  to 
Indian  meal  at  about  the  same  price. 

The  state  of  the  house  is  decidedly  improved,  and  more  order  and  regularity 
exists. 


The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  28,  1848. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  25t'a  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  death 
of  Michael  Gallagher,  and  the  relieving  officer’s  report  thereon. 

The  dietary  usually  adopted  by  us  in  case  of  fever  is  bread  and  milk,  or  oatmeal 
for  gruel,  in  place  of  Indian  meal.  This  our  physician  decided  was  the  most 
suitable  food  in  such  cases. 

The  case  of  Gallagher  was  a painful  one,  and  the  relieving  officer  is  censurable;  ' 
but  on  explanation  we  think  you  will  see  extenuating  circumstances,  from  the  diffi- 
culty of  his  position,  the  extent  of  his  district,  and  our  inability  to  place  funds  at 
his  disposal  for  urgent  cases. 

St.  Peter’s  and  Drum  is  the  largest  division  of  the  Union  (in  the  county  Ros- 
common), and  by  far  the  poorest.  For  some  weeks  after  the  relief  books  were 
issued  to  Mr.  Lander,  the  pressure  was  so  great  that  he  could  not  possibly  visit, 
except  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.  His  district  extends  nine  miles  in  one  direc- 
tion and  eight  in  another.  It  is  now  under  two  relieving  officers.  We  rendered 
him  every  assistance  by  getting  the  meal  distributed  at  the  workhouse ; and  he 
brought  to  his  aid  several  respectable  residents  of  the  division,  from  whom  he 
learned  the  circumstances  of  the  applicants.  The  liability  to  imposition  in  a town 
district  is  so  great,  that  vve  were  more  particular  in  our  instructions  to  Mr.  L.  to 
require  the  attendance  of  the  head  of  the  family  to  receive  the  rations,  He  acted 
on  this  in  Gallagher’s  case  perhaps  more  rigidly,  in  consequence  of  three  reports  of 
fever  the  previous  week,  which  on  visiting  he  ascertained  to  be  false. 

Mr.  Lander  states,  that  after  refusing  the  rations  to  the  wife  on  Saturday,  and 
sending  her  to  Mr.  Kelly,  the  miller,  who  had  employed  her  husband,  and  who 
was  then  in  the  town,  as  she  did  not  return,  he  visited  the  house  on  Sunday  (see 
his  report  of  the  shite  of  it).  He  then  called  on  Dr.  Kelly,  and  asked  him  to  visit 
the  family.  He  refused  without  a guinea  fee.  Mr.  L.  had  no  money,  nor  were 
we  in  a position  to  give  our  relieving  officers  any  even  to  the  present  day. 

On  Monday,  he  attended  two  hours  distributing  meal  at  the  workhouse  to  those 
who  did  not  attend  on  Saturday.  He  appealed  to  those  present  to  take  this  family 
food ; but  none  would  go  near  the  house  for  fear  of  contagion.  He  then  went  to 
Clonown,  nine  miles,  to  distribute  meal  there,  and  was  engaged  all  day.  On 
Tuesday  he  again  attended  the  workhouse  to  distribute  further  to  parties  who 
urgently  required  it,  and  again  appealed  to  those  present  to  convey  food  to  Galla- 
gher, when  his  brother  appeared  and  got  it  for  him.  He  would  not  enter  the 
house,  but  left  it  outside  the  door.  He  got  the  food  before  1 1 o’clock,  a.m  , on 
Tuesday,  and  it  appears  he  did  not  deliver  it  before  evening. 

That  Mr.  Lander  is  censurable  in  not  administering  to  his  wants  more 
promptly  and  suitably  we  must  admit,  and  we  reprimanded  him  severely  when  we 
heard  of  the  case  first,  and  gave  him  an  assistant,  which  we  trust  will  be  the  means 
of  preventing  such  occurrences  in  future  in  our  Union,  and  the  more  so  as  we  will 
he  this  week  in  a position  lo  place  money  in  the  hands  of  our  relieving  officers  to 
meet  cases  of  urgent  necessity. 


The  Vioe-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  31,  1848. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  yours  of  25th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  number 
ol  impotent  poor  remaining  in  the  house,  and  the  necessity  for  making  the 
house  exclusively  available  for  able-bodied. 

We  are  fully  impressed  with  tlie  importance  of  this  rule,  and  acted  upon  it 
as  far  as  our  means  and  circumstances  permitted  to  this  date. 

Each  week  we  personally  visited  every  ward  and  offered  the  only  induce- 
ments we  had  in  our  power  to  give — ample  rations  of  meal,  (we  had  not  the 
command  of  any  money  till  now)  and  the  meal  was  far  from  being  good. 

This  week  we  have  removed  such  of  impotent  as  could  be  safely  put  out 
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on  either  money  or  food  rations ; and  we  will  not  leave  one  of  that  class  in  the 
house  that  it  is  possible  to  remove.  At  no  time  have  we  been  without  some 
room  to  test  able-bodied  or  doubtful  cases,  and  exercised  it,  and  we  find  that 
the  stone -breaking  now  in  general  operation,  is  a salutary  test  and  has  reduced 
the  out- door  lists. 

We  do  not  apprehend  the  extent  of  out-door  relief  will  exceed  our  present 
numbers,  or  that  we  will  require  a further  order  under  the  2nd  section. 

With  regard  to  cooked  food,  we  have  ordered  a set  of  hot  plates  (as  in 
Limerick)  to  bake  Indian  meal  bread  in  the  workhouse,  and  which  we  purpose 
to  distribute  as  rations.  We  have  considered  the  erection  of  boilers  in  each 
electoral  division,  and  on  calculating  the  expense  of  doing  so  and  the  cost  of 
staff  necessary  to  cook  and  distribute  stirabout,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is.  not  economic,  for  the  short  space  of  time  it  is  likely  to  be  required, 
to  incur  that  expense. 

We  are  now  just  out  of  debt  and  have  made  most  reasonable  contracts  for 
the  ensuing  six  months,  and  we  do  not,  as  far  as  we  can  judge  at  present,  appre- 
hend that  a further  rate  will  be  required  before  next  September. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  6,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  you  should 
consider  the  issue  of  cooked  rations  not  in  reference  merely  to  the  expense  of 
cooking  and  distributing,  but  to  the  effect  which  it  may  have  in  preventing 
applications  for  relief  from  persons  not  really  destitute. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  consider  that,  at  least 
in  Athlone,  the  rations  should  be  issued  in  a cooked  form. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  31,  1848. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  24th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the 
inquests  reported  by  the  Coroner  of  the  Comity  Roscommon,  Mr.  Keogh. 

The  only  case  we  can  specifically  prove,  in  which  he  sent  in  a report  of  the 
inquest  before  it  was  held,  was  that  of  John  and  James  Kelehan,  the  two  boys 
who  perished  of  cold. 

In  that  instance,  both  of  the  newspapers  of  this  town  received  written  state- 
ments, in  the  Coroner’s  hand- writing,  setting  forth  the  result  of  an  inquest  which 
was  not  held  for  at  least  four  hours  afterwards,  and  which  statement  did  not 
correspond  with  the  ultimate  verdict  returned  of  the  facts  elicited  at  the  inquest. 

Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  Daly  both  stated  that  fact  to  us,  and  placed  the  documents 
in  our  hands ; one  of  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Flanagan,  the  In- 
spector. Mr.  Martin  is  proprietor  of  the  “ Athlone  Independent,”  and  Mr.  Daly 
of  the  “ Athlone  Sentinel.” 

Mr.  Martin  published  the  document  and  commented  on  it,  and  since  that  he 
has  not  received  any  more  reports  from  the  Coroner. 

The  verdicts  returned  so  frequently  by  this  Coroner  of  hunger  and  want,  have 
been  found  in  many  instances  not  to  correspond  with  the  evidence  adduced  on 
the  inquests ; and  the  juries  in  many  cases  being  composed  of  illiterate  country 
people,  this  verdict  was  easily  imposed  on  them,  at  the  desire  of  the  Coroner, 
who  is  doubtless  animated  by  a wish  to  damage  the  Vice-Guardians  in  public 
estimation,  in  consequence  of  their  refusal  to  appoint  his  son  a relieving  officer, 
or  a collector  of  rates,  as  both  offices  he  proved  himself  on  examination  unfit  for, 
being  incompetent  to  write  a tender  when  asked  to  do  so,  or  calculate  the  price 
of  a pound  of  meal  at  10s.  6 d.  per  cwt. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  4,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  discredit  the  statements 
contained  in  your  report,  but  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case  they 
deem  it  desirable  that  the  facts  referred  to  by  you  should  be  verified  upon  oath, 
and  they  have  instructed  Mr.  Lloyd  to  make  inquiry  accordingly. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Lloyd  : April  4,  184S. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a report 
which  they  have  received  from  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Athlone  Union,  stating 
ttiat  the  verdicts  in  the  cases  of  John  and  James  Kelehan  were  sent  to  the  news- 
papers before  the  inquest  had  been  held ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be 
foot  enough  to  inquire  and  verify  this  report  upon  oath  by  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Sartin  and  Mr.  Daly,  the  editors  of  the  “Athlone  Independent  and  the 
“Atlilone  Sentinel/' respectively.  - 


Mr.  Lloyd  to  the  Commissioners  April  6,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  transmit  herewith  the  affidavits  of  Mr-  Daly  and  his  son, 
together  with  the  paper  the  Coroners  son  gave  Mr  Daly  some  hours  before 
thS  inquest  was  held!  I could  not  procure  these  in  time  for  last  night  s post 
when  I despatched  the  affidavits  of  Ml*.  Martin  and  his  lepoitei , and  indeed  I 
apprehended  Mr.  Daly  would  decline  doing  as  he  has,  as  he  is,  I understand, 
nearly  related  to  the  Coroner. 

Enclosures. 

John  Daly,  of  Athlone,  proprietor  of  the  "Athlone  Sentinel,"  being  duly  sworn, 
deposeth  that  on  the  morning  of  Thursday,  the  17th  February  last,  Denis  Keogh,  son  to 
Richard  Keorii,  Coroner  for  the  Athlone  district  of  County  Roscommon  handed  him  a paper 
purporting  to°be  the  report  of  an  inquest  held  upon  two  boys  in  the  parish  of  Cam,  supposed  to 
be  turned°out  or  to  have  eloped  from  the  workhouse.  Deponent  further  saith  that  he  gave  the 
paper  so  received  to  his  son  Daniel  upon  his  return  from  the  inquest  held  on  the  same  day 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  this  6th  April,  1848,  at  Athlone, 

John  Daly.  Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Daniel  Daly,  son  of  John  Daly,  of  Athlone,  proprietor  of  “Athlone  Sentinel,”  being 
dulv  sworn,  deposeth  that  he  is  editor  and  reporter  for  the  “Athlone  Sentinel,”  that  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Cam  on  Thursday  the  17th  February,  to  report  an  inquest  about  to  be  held  as 
alleged  upon  two  boys  turned  out.  of  the  workhouse  on  Tuesday  morning  the  l oth.  While 
waitma  for  the  doctor  and  jurymen,  was  told  by  the  Coroner  that  he  had  sent  him  (meaning 
deponent)  a return  of  the  inquest.  Deponent  remarked  the  strangeness  of  the  proceeding,  when 
the  Coroner  replied,  he  knew  such  would  he  the  verdict;  that  on  the  return  of  deponent  he  in- 
formed his  father  he  had  taken  the  report  of  the  inquest,  when  his  father  replied  that  he  had 
received  the  report  long  before  he  (meaning  deponent)  could  be  there.  Deponent  asked  to 
see  the  report,  when  his  father  handed  him  the  document  now  produced  and  given  to  Inspector. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  at  Athlone,  this  6t.h  day  of  April,  1848. 

Daniel  Daly.  Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Rich  and  Keogh,  Esq.,  Coroner  for  Athlone  district,  held  an  inquest  on  the  body  of 
Daniel  Fallon  on  the  14th,  and  also  on  a person  unknown  on  the  15th,  both  found  dead  on  the 
road  in  the  parish  of  Faughmaconnell.  ' 1 

Also  held  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  a boy  named  Gough,  who  was  found  dead  in  the  barn 
of  Thomas  Doyle,  of  Coolnageere,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th ; and  also  a boy  unknown,  in  a 
field  near  Corboy,  in  the  parish  of  Cam.  Both  had  the  dress  of  the  workhouse,  being  eit  er 
turned  out  or  must  have  eloped.  The  verdict  of  the  jury  in  the  four  cases,  that  they  died  by 
hunger  and  want.  The  Coroner  had  to  provide  coffins  for  the  four. 


Mr.  Lloyd  to  the  Commissioners: — April  17,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  on  the  5tli  instant  I took  the  sworn  depositions  of  Mr.  James  Martin,  editor 
of  the  “Athlone  Sentinel,”  wherein  he  states  that  on  the  morning  of  the  1/tn 
February  last,  in  or  about  the  hour  of  11  o’clock,  a son  of  Mr.  Richard  Keogh, 
Coroner  for  the  county  of  Roscommon,  handed  him  a paper,  stating  at  the  time 
his  father  desired  him  to  give  it  to  him.  Mr.  Martin  observing  it  was  a_report 
of  an  inquest,  laid  it  by  for  publication.  In  two  hours  afterwards  Mr.  Martin 
was  informed  an  inquest  was  about  to  he  held  at  Cam  (about  five  miles  distan 
from  Athlone),  upon  the  bodies  of  two  boys  reported  to  have  died  of  hunger, 
after  being  turned  out  of  the  Athlone  workhouse,  when  he  directed  his  reporte 
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to  repair  thither  and  report  proceedings,  which  he  accordingly  did ; and  on  his 
return  in  the  evening,  about  8 o’clock,  he  handed  Mr.  Martin  the  account  of  the 
proceedings,  which  Mr.  Martin  having  read,  observed  the  similarity  between 
them  and  the  report  handed  him  for  publication,  which  report  purported  to  be 
that  of  an  inquest  held  at  Cam,  upon  the  bodies  of  two  boys  that  had  been 
turned  out  of  the  workhouse. 

It  is  very  probable  the  boys  may  have  died  of  exposure  to  cold  from  their 
own  imprudence;  but  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  they  could  have  died  of 
hunger,  as  they  did  not  leave  the  workhouse  until  after  breakfast,  and  had  with 
them  bread  to  eat  on  the  road  home,  given  them  by  the  master. 

Mr.  Martin  published  both  the  report  sent  by  the  Coroner  and  that  taken  by 
his  reporter  at  the  inquest,  in  the  “Athlone  Sentinel,”  on  the  19th  February. 

Mr.  Daly,  the  editor  of  the  “Athlone  Independent,”  received  a similar  report 
from  Mr.  Richard  Keogh.  I took  his  sworn  deposition  on  the  6th,  and  forwarded 
it  same  evening  to  the  Commissioners,  with  the  report  which  he  gave  me,  stating 
it  was  in  the  Coroner’s  hand- writing. 

Enclosures. 

James  Martin,  of  Athlone,  county  of  Westmeath,  editor  of  the  "Westmeath  Inde- 
pendent,” came  before  me  this  day,  and  being  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists,  deposeth 
that  on  the  morning  of  Thursday,  the  17th  February  last,  in  or  about  the  hour  of  11  o’clock, 
a young  man  named  Keogh,  son  to  Richard  Keogh,  Coroner  for  the  county  of  Roscommon, 
came  into  his  office  and  handed  him  a paper,  stating  at  the  time  « that  his  father  desired  him 
to  give  him  that.”  Deponent  looked  over  the  paper,  and  observing  it  was  in  the  hand-writing 
of  the  Coroner,  and  a report  of  an  inquest,  laid  it  aside  for  publication.  Deponent  further  saith, 
that  in  or  about  two  hours  afterwards,  lie  was  informed  that  an  inquest  was  about  to  be  held 
at  Cam — over  five  miles  from  Athlone — upon  the  bodies  of  two  boys  reported  to  have  died  of 
hunger  after  being  turned  out  of  the  workhouse;  that  having  ascertained  the  information  was 
correct,  he,  deponent,  directed  his  reporter  to  proceed  to  Cam,  and  report  thereon ; that  in  or 
about  the  hour  of  S o’clock  in  the  evening  his  reporter  returned,  and  shortly  after  handed  de- 
ponent the  account  of  the  proceedings  at  the  inquest,  which  deponent  having  read,  observed  a 
similarity  between  them  and  the  report  of  the  inquest  furnished  him  by  the  Coroner  that 
morning,  and  which  deponent  published  in  the  “ Westmeath  Independent”  of  the|19th  February, 
together  with  the  proceedings  of  the  inquest  as  taken  by  his  reporter. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  this  5th  day  of  April,  1848,  at  Athlone, 

James  Martin.  Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

George  De  Winton  Hyatt,  of  Athlone,  county  of  Westmeath,  reporter  for  the 
“Westmeath  Independent,”  came  before  me  this  day,  and  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  that  in 
or  about  the  hour  of  1 o'clock  p.m.,  of  Thursday  the  17th  February  last,  Mr.  James  Martin, 
editor  of  the  “ Westmeath  Independent,”  directed  him  to  proceed  to  Cam  to  report  the  pro- 
ceedings of  an  iuquest  about  to  he  held  there  upon  the  bodies  of  two  boys  that  had  been  turned 
out  of  the  workhouse ; that  he  went  accordingly,  and  reported  the  proceedings  of  the  inquest, 
as  published  in  the  “ Westmeath  Independent”  of  Saturday  the  19th  February  last.  Deponent 
further  saith,  that  the  verdict  was  recorded  in  or  about  5 o’clock  p.m.,  after  which  deponent 
returned  to  Athlone. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  this  5th  day  of  April,  1848,  at  Athlone, 
George  De  Winton  Hyatt.  Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  8,  1848. 

We  are  happy  to  he  able  to  report  our  finances  in  a fair  condition ; the 
collection  of  the  rate  is  excellent,  929/.  being  lodged  this  week.  The  collector’s 
accounts  are  strictly  kept  in  conformity  with  your  orders. 

The  relieving  officers  are  working  very  well,  and  keeping  their  books  properly 
posted ; the  adoption  of  decimals  in  keeping  their  accounts  render  them  com- 
paratively simple  and  easy  to  check. 

The  females  are  engaged  in  spinning  wool,  and  the  children  are  knitting 
stockings — upwards  of  50  pairs  of  all  sizes  were  knit  this  week ; 12  hoys  are 
engaged  in  shoemaking  and  tailoring  and  replaced  by  12  others  each  alternate 
week. 

We  continue  this  week  to  remove  on  out-door  relief,  the  aged  and  infirm, 
and  have  discharged  129 ; generally  speaking,  they  evince  much  reluctance  to 
leave  the  house,  hut  seeing  us  determined  to  grant  money  rations  to  such  only 
as  were  devoid  of  friends  and  obliged  to  pay  for  lodgings,  they  gradually 
yielded  and  went  out  on  food  rations. 


Athlone  Union. 
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The  applications  for  out-door  relief  are  sensibly  diminished ; on  revising  the 
books  this  week  we  struck  off  numbers — all  the  single  adults,  under  the  2nd 
section,  and  many  families  where  we  found  part  employed,  or  that  refused  to 
break  stones. 

The  rate  collector  for  the  Athlone  division  made  a distress  for  rates,  and  was 
deforced,  at  Clonown,  a spot  remarkable  for  its  lawless  resistance,  at  all  times,  to 
the  payment  of  rates.  It  is  bounded  by  the  Shannon  on  the  one  side,  and  a bog 
at  the  other.  The  previous  collector  was  obliged  to  take  a military  force  there. 
Mr.  O’Sullivan  having  gone  through  the  usual  forms,  a military  and  police 
force  were  obtained,  who  marched  there  on  Monday  morning,  but  were  quite 
unsuccessful,  the  stock  being  either  removed  off  the  premises  or  locked  up  in 
houses.  The  collector  says  if  he  had  the  power  to  break  locks,  or  force  into 
the  houses  where  the  cattle  were  locked  up,  he  would  succeed.  Pie  is  very 
zealous  and  determined,  knows  all  the  parties,  and  says  they  are  well  able 
to  pay. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  15,  1848. 

We  beg  to  report  that  during  the  past  week  we  have  been  chiefly  occu- 
pied revising  the  relieving  officers’  books ; the  applications  for  relief  were 
comparatively  few,  and  the  numbers  struck  off  for  non-attendance  at  stone- 
breaking many,  thereby  indicating  increased  employment.  Potato  sowing  is 
very  general,  and  this  opens  a considerable  field  for  labour. 

We  have  arranged  for  the  daily  distribution  of  cooked  food,  in  the  town 
districts,  to  the  able-bodied  receiving  out-door  relief,  to  commence  on  Monday 
next ; from  what  we  see  we  consider  this  class  will  be  very  limited  in  numbers. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  minutes  that  wre  have  very  considerably  reduced 
the  numbers  of  infirm  in  the  house,  having  placed  all  that  we  could  induce  to 
leave  (of  this  class)  on  out-door  relief  under  the  1st  section. 

The  women  and  girls  are  now  kept  daily  busily  employed  spinning,  sewing, 
and  knitting — 102  pairs  of  stockings  have  already  been  finished. 

The  cleanliness  and  interior  economy  of  the  house  are  considerably  improved ; 
but  we  would  beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  fact  of 
the  interments  on  the  workhouse  site  having  been  spread  over  the  ground  very 
injudiciously,  and  we  would  therefore  recommend  your  Board  to  empower  us 
to  obtain  a piece  of  land  for  a burial-ground,  removed  from  the  workhouse. 

The  master  has  not  been  in  attendance  for  the  past  week  ; he  is  reported  to 
be  ill.  The  assistant  master  is  in  charge  for  the  present. 

Having  made  the  necessary  inquiries  about  procuring  and  renting  a good  and 
convenient  bog,  for  placing  some  of  the  able-bodied  out-door  recipients  to 
cut  turf  on,  for  the  use  of  the  workhouse,  we  find  that  the  hiring  of  boats, 
carts, . &c.,  would  make  it  much  more  expensive  than  we  could  procure  our 
supplies  by  contract,  and  we  will  therefore,  with  your  permission,  give  over  all 
idea  of  doing  so. 

On  Thursday,  after  dinner,  the  able-bodied  class  refused  to  proceed  to  work 
(sowing  potatoes  on  workhouse  site),  as  usual  we  sent  the  assistant  master  to 
remonstrate  with  them,  but  "without  effect ; we  then  went  to  the  yard,  where 
they  were  all  drawn  up  in  a line,  on  a heap  of  broken  stones,  to  the  number  of 
100  and  upwards,  in  a very  menacing  attitude.  We  read  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners orders,  and  reasoned  with  them  for  some  time,  but  they  positively 
refused  to  go  to  work  after  dinner,  observing  that  they  worked  enough  for  the 
food  they  got.  We  then  contrasted  the  usual  hours  of  labour  if  engaged  in 
larm  work  outside,  and  the  inferiority  of  food  both  in  quantity  and  quality,  and 
II  not  satisfied  to  comply  with  the  rules  of  the  house  they  were  at  liberty  to  go 
out.  We  then  turned^  to  leave  the  yard,  when  they  unanimously  cried  out, 

let  us  out,  let  us  out,”  and  followed  us  in  a body  across  the  yard,  and  into  the 
passage,  and  showed  every  disposition  to  be  violent,  then  we  turned  and  faced 
them,  and  ordered  them  back,  saying  they  should  be  let  out  at  our  convenience, 
when  their  clothing  was  procured.  We  then  seized  on  the  two  most  prominent 
characters,  observing,  “ they  should  go  out  at  all  events,”  and  pushed  them 
down  the  hall  passage  behind  us,  calling  on  the  assistant  master  to  keep  them 
m custody,  and  sent  for  the  police;  we  then  seized  two  more  of  the  ringleaders 
whom  we  treated  similarly,  still  facing  the  crowd,  and  ordering  them  back  into 
the  yard,  in  which  we  succeeded,  and  locked  the  door.  The  assistant  master, 
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with  the  aid  of  the  porter  and  one  or  two  paupers  who  were  in  the  front 
building,  locked  up  the  four  men  in  the  probationary  ward,  until  the  arrival  of 
the  police,  when  they  were  given  in  charge.  We  then  went  to  the  stipendiary 
magistrate  (Mr.  Rathborne)  and  had  them  committed  for  the  night.  He  read 
them  a very  severe  lecture,  next  day  they  showed  every  sign  of  contrition,  and 
he,  in  consequence  of  this  and  their  large  families  (three  out  of  four  being 
married  men),  urged  us  not  to  prosecute  them ; but  being  determined  not  to 
admit  them  again  without  making  an  example,  we  permitted  the  option  of 
quitting  the  house  or  prosecution,  which  former  -was  chosen  by  them.  Our 
determination,  we  think,  has  had  a most  salutary  effect.  We  attended  next 
morning  at  half-past  seven  o’clock  at  the  workhouse,  and  we  found  the  orders 
carried  out  most  cheerfully,  and  matters  going  on  quite  satisfactorily  since. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  20,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  fully  approve  of  your  taking  the  necessary  steps  for 
obtaining  a piece  of  ground  for  a cemetery  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

As  regards  the  proposed  employment  of  poor  persons  receiving  out-door 
relief  in  cutting  turf  the  Commissioners  concur  with  you  in  thinking  it  would 
be  much  better  to  obtain  the  turf  you  may  require  by  contract  in  the  usual 
manner. 

The  Commissioners  have  directed  me  to  express  their  approval  of  the  prompt 
steps  which  you  took  to  restore  order  in  the  workhouse.  The  Commissioners 
fear,  however,  that  the  families  of  the  four  men  who  were  discharged  may 
suffer  in  consequence  of  their  discharge,  and  the  Commissioners  recommend 
that  the  particular  attention  of  the  relieving  officers  should  be  directed  to  these 
cases. 

The  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  persons  in  a destitute  condition,  who 
may  be  disorderly  or  refractory  in  a workhouse  should  be  punished  either  by 
the  means  authorized  in  the  General  Regulations  or  under  the  58th  section  of 
the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  rather  than  that  they  should  be  discharged 
from  the  workhouse,  whereby  their  families  who  have  not  misconducted  them- 
selves may  be  subjected  to  severe  hardships,  and  if  any  fatal  result  should 
occur  from  their  discharge,  the  Guardians  would  be  to  a certain  extent  respon- 
sible for  them. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being  informed  how  the  collection  of 
the  poor-rate  proceeds  in  the  electoral  division,  which  was  specially  referred 
to  in  your  report  of  the  8th  instant. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — April  21,  1848. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  the  interior  economy  of  the  workhouse  im- 
proves, cleanliness  is  more  apparent,  and  order  is  better  maintained  ; industrial 
labour  is  general.  The  able-bodied  are  amenable,  and  show  no  inclination  to 
resist  authority  and  labour  as  heretofore.  We  will  draw  the  attention  of  the 
relieving  officers  to  the  families  of  the  men  who  chose  to  leave  the  house  rather 
than  be  prosecuted  for  their  insubordination  last  week. 

The  leases  of  the  auxiliary  workhouse  have  been  completed. 

We  have  received  a supply  of  books  from  the  National  Board  of  Education 
for  both  schools,  10/  5s.  worth. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  has  been  rather  slow  for  the  past  fortnight  on  the 
Roscommon  side,  doubtless  inflamed  by  the  organized  opposition  at  Clonown, 
and  on  the  Westmeath  side  by  the  illness  of  one  of  our  collectors,  Mr.  Jameson, 
of  Moate.  Two  extensive  fairs  are  held  on  the  25th  of  this  month,  from  which 
much  is  anticipated.  We  have  issued  a circular  to  our  rate  collectors  urging 
increased  exertion. 

The  collector  for  Athlone  electoral  division  made  another  foray  at  Clonown, 
aided  by  the  police  only,  and  with  signal  success : he  was  on  the  spot  at  four 
o’clock . on  Tuesday  morning,  and  had  39  head  of  cattle  and  6 sheep  safely 
lodged  in  pound  before  eight  o’clock.  The  rate  on  those  seized  amounting  to 
about  34/.,  was  paid  at  once  with  costs. 


Aflilone  Union.' 
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Athione  Union. 


The  result  is  of  serious  importance,  as  pending  it,  the  collector,  a very  active 
and  intelligent  man,  declared  he  could  not  get  any  rate  in  the  division. 

On  the  Roscommon  side  we  find  fever  becoming  general,  and  in  many  cases 
we  fear  it  is  feigned  with  a view  to  get  increased  relief.  The  want  of  a fever 
hospital  or  a physician  to  visit  renders  imposition  of  this  kind  difficult  to  check. 

We  have  advertised  for  a building  suitable  for  a fever  hospital,  also  for  a 
burial-ground. 

On  Tuesday  last,  six  candidates  appeared  for  the  office  of  master,  three  only 
seemed  at  all  eligible,  and  even  to  these  some  objections  existed.  Mr.  Hancock, 
Inspector,  recommended  a person  but  he  did  not  appear,  so  we  deferred  cur 
decision  till  next  Wednesday,  and  have  written  to  him  on  the  subject. 
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Loughrea  Union. 


LOUGHREA  UNION. 

The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  28,  1848. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  conveyed  to  us  in  your  letter  of  the  18th 
instant,  we  have  now  the  honour  of  submitting  our  second  report  of  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  Loughrea  Union ; and  although  we  are  not  as  yet  in  a position 
(from  the  short  period  we  have  had  the  administration  of  its  affairs,  and  various 
conflicting  circumstances)  to  make  as  favourable  a statement  as  we  could  desire, 
still  we  trust  that  you  will  approve  generally  of  our  proceedings,  and  that  our 
next  report  will  show  a much  improved  state  of  things. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  claims,  in  importance,  our  first  consideration,  and 
we  have  been  unremitting  in  our  attention  to  the  subject,  and  have  had  almost 
daily  interviews  with  the  collectors  (who  we  find  a very  intelligent  and  efficient 
staff).  We  have  urged  them  to  increased  exertions,  and  in  several  instances 
have  pointed  out  to  them  the  parties  to  be  first  applied  to,  and  which  they  have 
acted  on  in  most  cases  with  considerable  success. 

We  stated,  in  our  last  communication  adverting  to  the  rates,  that  we  found 
the  valuation  and  rate  books  of  the  Union  in  a very  defective  state,  and  much 
requiring  revision.  We  found  an  extreme  difficulty  in  some  cases  in  ascer- 
taining with  accuracy  the  names  of  the  immediate  lessor,  and  where  we  have 
failed  in  that  inquiry  we  have  directed  frequent  and  peremptory  demands  to 
be  made  on  the  occupier,  and  are  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  we  were 
successful  in  getting  a large  sum  from  that  class  this  week  from  the  poor 
district  of  Athenry,  which  if  not  urgently  applied  for  would  never  have  been 
recovered. 

The  total  receipts  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  the  26th  instant,  amounted 
to  1273/.  17a-.  Id.  ; and  after  paying  off  all  our  accounts  furnished  up  to  the 
same  date  (except  a bill  of  53/.  which  was  lodged  too  late  for  payment),  we 
have  a balance  to  our  favour  amounting  to  the  sum  of  2586/.  3s.  7d.  5 and  the 
collectors  inform  us  that  they  are  to  receive  a very  large  amount  of  rate  from 
immediate  lessors,  to  whom  we  instructed  them  to  apply  during  the  course  of 
the  current  week.  We  believe  our  directions  on  this  head  have  caused  no  small 
degree  of  annoyance  and  excitement  amongst  the  particular  class  to  which 
they  refer  ; but  as  our  duty  is  to  carry  out  our  instructions,  you  may  rely  on 
our  discharging  that  duty  with  unremitting  assiduity,  as  well  as  with  becoming 
firmness  and  impartiality. 

We  now  have  to  draw  your  attention  to  a subject  of  perhaps  equal  importance, 
namely,  the  state  of  the  hospital  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  house  generally  ; 
and  we  confess  we  approach  this  part  of  our  subject  with  feelings  of  more  than 
ordinary  anxiety,  for  although  we  are  free  to  admit  that  the  medical  officer  is 
constant  in  his  attendance,  and  devotes  perhaps  more  of  his  time  to  his  depart- 
ment than  the  same  officer  of  any  workhouse  in  Ireland  is  required  to  do,  at 
the  same  time  we  must  observe  that  we  are  impressed  with  the  conviction  that 
there  is  something  in  this  branch  of  the  workhouse  establishment  which 
requires  amendment,  and  that  the  fearful  mortality  which  has  occurred  within 
the  last  month  has  not  been  satisfactorily  accounted  for.  We  fear  that  the 
hospital  nurse  is  not  a properly  qualified  person  for  such  an  important  situation. 
She  is  in  our  opinion  much  too  young  for  such  a trust,  and  not  in  other  respects 
sufficiently  steady  to  have  the  lives  of  unfortunate  human  beings  in  a measure 
consigned  to  her  hands. 

We  are  also  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  an 
apothecary  appointed  to  compound,  and,  in  certain  cases  administer,  the 
medicines,  in  which  case  we  would  suggest  the  reduction  of  the  medical  officer’s 
salary  to  50/.  per  annum,  and  we  feel  persuaded  that  a vast  reduction  in  the 
expense  of  medicine,  and  a still  greater  saving  of  human  life,  would  very 
shortly  manifest  itself. 

The  fever  sheds,  originally  calculated  for  100  persons,  were  erected  in  a 
most  unsuitable  position  at  the  rear  of  the  idiot  wards  and  within  the  workhouse 
walls.  The  roofing  had  been  covered  with  felt  a short  .time  previous  to  our 
arrival,  but  the  humid  air  of  the  interior  too  plainly  betokened  the  state  of  wet 
and  misery  in  which  it  must  previously  have  been,  whilst  outside  there  was  a 
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Loughrea  Union,  mound  of  mud  piled  up  to  the  height  of  two  or  three  feet  against  the  slender 
hoarded  partition  which  alone  separated  the  wet  clay  from  the  head  of  the 
sick  or  dying  pauper. 

We  are  so  impressed  with  the  evils  likely  to  accrue  by  continuing  the  practice 
of  treating  active  fever  cases  within  the  walls  of  the  workhouse,  but  more 
particularly  in  the  present  fever  sheds,  that  we  have  made  a proposition  to 
the  Committee  of  the  town,  through  their  efficient  medical  seperintendent, 
Dr.  Lynch,  to  endeavour  to  have  the  fever  cases  from  the  workhouse  treated 
at  the  town  hospital , by  our  paying  for  each  case  sent  there  a stipulated  sum. 
The  proposition  was  very  favourably  received  by  Dr.  Lynch,  who  promised  to 
communicate  with  the  Committee  on  the  subject,  and  if  their  answer  is  of  a 
favourable  nature,  I trust  you  will  not  disapprove  of  our  carrying  the  project 
into  effect. 

We  presume  your  attention  has  been  called  by  your  Inspectors  to  the  place 
appropriated  by  the  late  Board  to  be  used  as  a cemetery.  It  is  a place  in  every 
respect  unsuited  for  the  purpose ; situated  on  an  eminence  in  a line  with,  and 
immediately  adjoining  the  workhouse  ; a substratum  of  hard  rock,  so  that  the 
graves  cannot  be  sunk  to  a sufficient  depth,  and  when  we  came  here  we  found 
the  deceased  paupers  deposited  in  shallow  pits  in  the  part  of  the  ground  most 
contiguous  to  the  fever  sheds,  in  truth  the  dead  were  lying  in  their  graves 
within  a few  feet  of  the  heads  of  the  living,  and  with  such  a deficient  quantity 
of  clay  to  cover  their  miserable  coffins,  that  unless  some  means  are  devised  to 
act  as  an  antidote  we  apprehend  that  when  the  heat  of  summer  shall  arrive 
disease  in  its  most  deadly  and  concentrated  form  will  develop  itself  in  the 
locality  from  the  (by  that  time)  decomposed  bodies  of  such  numbers  of  human 
beings  so  improperly  deposited  there ; and  we  are  so  impressed  with  the  awful 
importance  of  the  subject,  that  we  have  advertized  for  a piece  of  ground  de- 
tached from  the  workhouse  for  a cemetery,  and  wTe  are  in  hopes  in  the  course 
of  a week  to  have  the  heads  of  an  agreement  ready  to  submit  to  you  for  your 
approval. 

The  sewers  of  the  house  are  every  one  out  of  order.  The  original  plan  of 
forming  two  cesspools  at  either  side  of  the  house  was  never  properly  carried 
out,  and  we  found  two  large  heaps  of  manure  and  a quantity  of  other  putrid 
substance  were  accumulated  in  these  cesspools,  of  course  obstructing  the 
passage  of  the  sewers,  causing  an  overflow  sometimes  so  considerable  as  to  run 
over  the  day-rooms,  laundry,  and  passages,  and  diffusing  the  most  noxious 
vapours  and  the  deadliest  stench  through  the  entire  house.  We  have  sold  this 
manure  by  auction,  with  a view  to  form  and  complete  the  cesspools  in 
accordance  with  the  original  design  of  your  architect,  and  place  the  several 
sewers  in  a state  to  perform  their  functions. 

Two  of  the  dormitories  in  the  mam  body  of  the  house  were  appropriated  by 
the  late  Board  to  the  reception  of  “ non-contagious  cases,”  were  filled  with 
patients  and  under  the  care  of  the  hospital  nurse ; but  the  state  of  filth  in 
which  these  wards  were  kept,  and  the  total  absence  of  any  system  which 
prevailed  amongst  those  to  whom  the  management  of  the  rooms  and  the 
patients  was  entrusted,  was  amply  sufficient,  in  our  opinion,  to  breed  contagion 
amongst  the  other  inmates  of  the  house  who  had  to  occupy  the  adjoining  dor- 
mitories. We  have  accordingly  removed  all  these  chronic  cases  from  the  work- 
house  altogether,  and  have  appropriated  the  house  in  Bride-street  (taken  by 
the  late  Board  and  appropriated  to  the  school  boys,  but  which  we  did  not 
consider  at  all  suited  for  that  class)  for  the  reception  of  the  several  patients 
under  non-contagious  disease,  and  as  a house  for  convalescents,  provided  you  do 
not  disapprove  of  our  views. 

We  are  anxious  to  have  the  accounts  of  the  Union  for  the  past  year  audited, 
and  have  directed  the  clerk  to  prepare  the  abstracts  immediately.  He  did  not 
appear  at  first  to  comprehend  the  matter,  and  we  think  it  possible  that  some 
difficulty  on  the  head  of  “petty  cash  ” may  arise.  The  late  Board  were  in  the 
habit  of  paying  large  sums  to  the  clerk  under  the  head  of  petty  cash  for  the 
purchase  of  provisions  and  necessaries.  Thus,  294 1.  appears  to  have  been  paid 
since  December  into  his  hands,  and  though  the  book  was  balanced  by  him  it 
does  not  appear  ever  to  have  been  signed  by  the  chairman,  and  on  our  inquiring 
for  vouchers  for  the  last  40/.,  paid  on  the  29th  of  January  into  his  hands, 
he  was  not  prepared  with  them,  and  we  shall  require  this  account  to  be 
balanced  and  closed  every  week.  We  have  also  to  observe  that  the  late  Board 
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at  their  last  meeting  voted  a round  sum  of  60J.  to  be  divided  amongst  the 
relieving  officers  for  out-door  relief,  without  considering  the  persons  to  whom 
it  was  to  be  dispensed.  These  officers  were  engaged  in  distributing  this  relief 
when  we  arrived ; but  we  have  not  interfered  with  its  management,  or  done 
anything  to  confirm  what  was  in  our  opinion  an  illegal  resolution. 

Adverting  to  the  subject  of  out-door  relief,  you  were  pleased  to  state  in  a 
former  letter  that  you  had  received  a report  from  Mr.  R.  Burke,  your  In- 
spector, to  the  effect  that  he  conceived  it  necessary  to  recommend  the  issue  of 
an  order  for  the  administration  of  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  persons,  and 
requiring  our  opinion  on  the  subject.  We  have  now  the  honour  to  state  that 
having  had  the  experience  of  10  days’  observation,  and  having  by  unremitting 
attention  procured  accommodation  for  300  persons  in  the  auxiliary  workhouse, 
we  do  not  consider  that  we  shall  be  forced  to  resort  to  the  measure  of  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied  unless  a much  more  serious  pressure  is  made  on  us 
than  we  have  yet  experienced.  There  is  one  class,  however,  that  we  would 
respectfully  suggest  we  should  he  authorized  to  relieve  out  of  the  house,  viz., 
the  families  of  able-bodied  labourers,  one  or  more  of  whom  are  in  fever  or 
recovering  from  disease.  We  know  many  of  these  persons  to  be  in  a state  of 
extreme  destitution,  and  unfit  to  be  removed  to  the  workhouse,  even  if  it  would 
be  deemed  prudent  to  do  so  ; but  where  the  head  of  the  family  is  himself 
healthy  and  an  able-bodied  man,  we  do  not  consider  ourselves  at  liberty  to 
afford  relief  otherwise  than  in  the  house.  We  do  not  anticipate  that  much 
fraud  or  imposture  could  be  practised  upon  us  by  having  the  permission  to 
dispense  relief  to  the  class  to  which  we  refer ; for  we  are  bound  to  say  the 
relieving  officers  of  this  Union  are,  with  one  exception,  a very  intelligent  and 
efficient  class  of  men,  and  they  would  not,  we  feel  persuaded,  falsify  their 
reports:  at  the  same  time  we  cannot  avoid  stating  our  conviction  that  two,  at 
least,  more  relieving  officers  are  required  for  the  effectual  discharge  of  the 
duty  in  such  a large  Union  as  Loughrea. 

We  are  unwilling  prematurely  to  recommend  the  dismissal  of  officers  that 
we  found  in  the  establishment  when  we  took  charge  of  the  Union  ; but  we 
should  not  be  faithfully  performing  our  trust  if  we  did  not  state  that  the 
schoolmistress,  Miss  Moran,  is  quite  too  young  and  inexperienced,  and  we  fear 
otherwise  unsuited  for  her  situation ; and  we  have  also  to  suggest  that  a com- 
petent person  could  not  be  had  for  the  salary  paid  Miss  Moran,  namely,  SI.  per 
annum. 

Having  taken  active  steps  to  introduce  industrial  pursuits  into  the  house, 
and  determined  as  we  are  to  keep  the  paupers  usefully  employed,  we  would 
suggest  the  necessity  of  appointing  an  assistant  matron  or  wardswoman,  as  one 
person  never  could  manage  such  an  extensive  concern. 

We  have  to  apologize  for  the  length  of  this  report. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  4, 1848. 

The  Commissioners  fully  rely  on  your  discretion  and  firmness  in  giving 
effect  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  for  recovery  of  rates ; and  they  will  only 
observe,  in  reference  to  the  course  adopted,  where  the  actual  immediate  lessors 
could  not  be  ascertained  with  accuracy,  that  in  resorting  to  the  occupiers  under 
the  3rd  section  of  the  Act  6 and  7 Viet.,  cap.  92,  it  would  be  desirable  to 
require  that  the  collectors  in  serving  the  notices  therein  directed  to  be  given, 
should  ascertain  from  such  occupiers  the  names,  &c-.,  of  the  parties  to  whom 
they  pay  rent,  and  note  them  not  only  with  a view  to  immediate  proceedings, 
if  available,  but  for  the  future  rate. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  give  effect  to  such  changes  as  you 
may  consider  necessary  for  improving  the  sanitary  state  of  the  workhouse.  They 
recommend  you  to  provide  a proper  hospital  nurse  ; and  they  approve  of  your 
proposal  to  appoint  an  apothecary  at  a reasonable  salary,  making  a deduction 
from  that  of  the  medical  officer,  in  consideration  of  the  diminution  of  his  duties. 
They  also  approve  of  your  contracting  with  the  Committee  of  the  town  hospital 
for  the  proper  care  and  treatment  of  such  inmates  of  the* workhouse  as  you  may 
send  to  that  establishment. 

The  Commissioners  fully  concur  in  your  opinion  of  the  importance  of  having 
another  cemetery  for  the  workhouse.  They  will  be  prepared  to  enter  into  such 
contract  as  may  be  necessary  for  securing  to  the  Union  the  possession  of  any 
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additional  quantity  of  ground,  not  exceeding  three  statute  acres,  which  you  may 
be  able  to  obtain  in  a convenient  locality  on  reasonable  terms  ; and  they  recom- 
mend to  your  consideration,  the  expediency  of  employing  able-bodied  paupers 
in  carrying  a sufficient  quantity  of  heavy  bottom  clay,  to  be  procured  by  you,  to 
cover  the  graves  in  the  present  cemetery,  which  from  the  nature  ol  the  soil 
could  not  be  made  of  proper  depth. 

The  Commissioners  observe  that  you  consider  the  auxiliary  house  in  Bride- 
street,  Loughrea,  unsuited  for  the  workhouse  school-boys,  to  which  purpose  it 
was  approppiated  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians ; and  there  does  not  appear 
any  reason  for  objecting  to  its  being  used  for  the  accommodation  of  paupers  in 
chronic  and  other  non-contagious  diseases,  also  for  convalescent  patients,  pro- 
vided due  care  be  taken  in  the  removal  of  the  latter  class,  so  as  not  to  give  any 
cause  for  alarm  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood. 

The  Commissioners  have  directed  the  attention  of  the  auditor  to  be  drawn  to 
that  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  the  accounts.  They  presume  that  you 
have  terminated  the  very  irregular  practice  of  issuing  money  to  the  clerk,  to 
purchase  provisions  for  the  workhouse:  and  that  you  have  required  him  forth- 
with to  close  the  accounts,  paying  in  at  the  same  time  any  balance  of  expenditure 
beyond  the  amount  for  which  he  can  produce  vouchers.  The  relieving  officers 
should  also  be  required  to  account  for  the  sum  received  from  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians. 

Relying  on  your  opinion  the  Commissioners  will  withhold  their  order  for 
relief  out  of  doors  to  able-bodied  destitute  persons  generally,  and  have  directed 
an  order  to  be  issued  for  affording  such  relief  only  to  the  class  of  able-bodied 
persons  one  or  more  members  of  whose  families  are  in  fever,  as  you  recommend. 

They  approve  of  your  requiring  the  schoolmistress  to  resign,  and  of  your 
proceeding  to  appoint  another  at  a suitable  salary,  also  of  your  appointing  an 
assistant-matron  or  wardswoman,  oil  the  grounds  stated  in  your  report. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  9,  1S48. 

In  obedience  with  your  instructions  we  have  now  the  honour  to  submit 
our  third  weekly  report  of  our  proceedings  as  Vice- Guardians  of  the  Union  of 
Loughrea,  and  we  are  happy  in  being  able  to  state,  that  although  much  requires 
still  to  be  accomplished  to  reduce  the  affairs  of  the  workhouse  and  the  general 
business  of  the  Union  to  a proper  state  of  system  and  permanent  improvement, 
still  since  the  date  of  our  last  report  we  have  made  very  considerable  advance- 
ment in  this  most  important  matter.  And  we  trust  that  when  next  one  of  your 
inspectors  shall  visit  the  establishment,  he  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  make  a 
favourable  representation  of  our  proceedings. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  proceeds  as  favourably  as  could  be  expected  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  we  found  the  Union  placed.  The  receipts  for  last 
week  amounted  to  838?.  odd,  and  would  have  exceeded  1000?  , but  for  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  that  Mr.  Lynch,  one  of  our  principal  collectors, 
was  during  the  early  part  of  the  week  indisposed,  which  accounts  for  his 
lodgment  being  only  76?.  13s.  6c?.  Another  collector,  Mr.  Lyskey,  we  did  not 
consider  had  made  an  adequate  lodgment,  and]  we  represented  to  him  that 
unless  he  exerted  himself  to  a greater  extent  during  the  remainder  of  the 
collection  it  would  be  our  duty  to  recommend  a reduction  in  his  poundage. 

_ The  auxiliary  workhouse  at  the  brewery  is  rapidly  approaching  to  completion, 
either  of  us  have  personally  attended  there  for  a portion  of  each  day  urging  on 
the  work,  and  we  have  now  sleeping  accommodation  ready  for  over  500  persons, 
and  on  Saturday  next  we  are  to  have  an  apartment  ready  for  the  male  school, 
in  every  respect  suited  for  the  purpose ; we  have  the  furniture  and  fittings  ready 
to  put  in,  and  have  sleeping  dormitories  and  two  work-rooms  for  the  trades-boys, 
all  connected  with  each  other,  and  detached  from  the  yard  and  portion  of  the 
concern  appropriated  for  the  adult  male  paupers.  We  have  also  secured  the 
services  of  an  assistant  master,  and  we  expect  to  have  this  branch  of  the  estab- 
lishment conducted  in  an  efficient  manner. 

We  have  to  complain  that  our  efforts  to  improve  on  the  previous  state  of 
affairs  have  not  been  met  in  a cordial  spirit  by  the  leaders  of  the  late  Board. 
Our  proposal  to  effect  a contract  with  the  Committee  of  the  Town’s  fever 
hospital,  although  favourably  received  by  their  medical  officer  has  been  rejected 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  s 77 

by  them.  And  although  we  had  selected  a most  advantageous  piece  of  Loughrea  Union, 
ground,  detached  from  the  workhouse,  for  a cemetery,  and  the  tenant  in  occu- 
pation  being  willing  to  convey  his  interest  in  it  to  the  Commissioners  at  a 
reasonable  rate,  still  the  agent  to  the  property  has,  we  are  informed,  refused  his 
sanction  to  the  agreement.  We  shall  not,  however,  relax  in  our  exertions  to 
accomplish  this  most  desirable  object,  and  communicate  in  our  next  report  what 
success  attends  us  in  reference  thereto. 

W e regret  to  state  that  fever  is  making  fearful  ravages  in  the  town  and  country 
districts,  and  the  applications  which  have  been  made  to  us  by  poor  persons  for 
coffins  have  been  very  numerous.  Several  cases  have  been  reported  to  us  of 
bodies  lying  for  four  and  even  six  days  without  interment,  for  want  of  coffins ; 
but  we  have  been  unable  to  entertain  such  applications,  not  being  authorized  to 
supply  coffins  to  persons  not  inmates  of  the  workhouse.  We  are  also  sorry  to 
observe  that  three  out  of  the  six  relieving  officers  of  our  Union  are  ill  of  fever, 
and  their  duties  have  to  be  discharged  by  deputies  who  are  not  the  most  efficient ; 
and  to  try  and  remedy  the  evils  likely  to  result  from  their  neglect,  we  have 
visited  four  districts  of  our  Union,  with  the  double  object  in  view  of  making 
ourselves  acquainted  with  the  distress  of  the  poor,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
ascertain  the  abilities  of  the  ratepayers  to  discharge  their  rates. 

We  took  the  liberty  in  a former  report  to  observe  that  we  considered  the 
districts  assigned  to  some  of  the  relieving  officers  much  too  large,  and  to  suggest 
that  two  more  at  least  ought  to  be  appointed.  Since  that  report  we  have  had 
frequent  complaints  against  some  of  these  officers  for  inattention  to  their  duties. 

Some  few  of  these  complaints  we  fear  are  well-founded ; but  in  most  cases  the 
districts  are  too  large  and  the  destitution  too  extensive  to  enable  them  to  give 
satisfaction  in  all  cases. 

The  suggestions  contained  in  your  communication,  dated  4th  instant,  relative 
to  the  present  graveyard  and  other  matters,  shall  be  promptly  put  into  execution, 
and  in  our  next  we  shall  give  a detailed  account  of  our  proceedings  in  relation 
to  these  matters. 

In  reference  to  the  clerk’s  accounts,  we  beg  to  observe  that  we  at  once  termi- 
nated the  practice  of  paying  that  officer  money  for  the  purchase  of  provisions  ; 
but  as  to  the  vouchers  for  the  sums  expended,  he  has  none  to  produce  l'or 
upwards  of  200/.  He  relies  on  the  orders  given  for  bread  and  necessaries  on 
tine  minutes  being  sufficient. 

We  beg  to  apologize  for  this  report  being  a few  days  late,  but  after  our 
duties  in  the  workhouse  have  been  discharged,  we  have  been  engaged  in  the 
rural  districts  until  a late  hour  making  the  inquiries  to  which  we  have  before 
alluded. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  11,  1848. 

I aim  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  9th  instant,  relating  ‘to  the  Loughrea  Union,  and  I am  to  state  that 
the  Commissioners  have  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Health  to  that 
part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  the  increase  of  fever  in  the  Union.  As 
regards  the  interment  of  the  bodies  of  poor  persons  in  the  Union,  I am  to  state 
that  under  the  16th  section  of  the  Act  10  Viet,  c.  22,  the  expense  of  providing 
coffins  for  persons  who  die  of  fever  or  other  epidemic  disease,  may  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  poor-rates. 

The  Commissioners  are  prepared  to  consider  favourably  any  alteration  of  the 
relief  districts  of  the  Union  which  you  may  deem  to  be  necessary ; and  it  is  the 
decided  wish  of  the  Commissioners  that  as  many  relieving  officers  should  be 
appointed  as  are  required  for  the  due  relief  of  the  destitute  in  the  Union. 


Sir  Thomas  Burke,  Bart.,  to  the  Commissioners: — April  13,  1848. 

As  chairman  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Loughrea  Union,  I beg 
to  forward  you  the  enclosed  statement,  at  the  request  of  many  of  the  late  Board, 
and  hope  you  will  not  fail  to  publish  it. 

Statement  above  referred  to:— April  13,  1848. 

Gentlemen, 

As  chairman  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Loughrea  Union,  I am  requested  to 
call  upon  you  to  publish  the  following  statement,  in  reply  to  those  one-sided  reports  which  you 
have  published  in  the  Blue  Book  furnished  to  the  House  of  Commons.  The  grounds  that  you 
assigned  for  our  uncalled-for  dismissal  were — lstly.  That  we  had  in  the  workhouse,  on  the 
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29ih  of  January  last,  236  persons  more  than  the  house  was  built  to  contain,  and  that  some  of 
them  had  been  allowed  to  sleep  on  straw.  , , , , 

2tully.  That  the  roof  of  the  house,  which  had  been  injured  m November  last,  had  not  been 

reP3rdly.  That  the  clothing  of  the  women  and  children  was  insufficient,  and  that  the  schools 
were  unprovided  with  the  requisites  of  instruction.  . 

4thly.  That  dung  and  ashes  were  found  in  the  yard,  and  that  the  privies  were  in  a dirty 

^ithlv.  That  out-door  relief  had  not  been  afforded  under  the  1st  section  of  the  late  Act. 

6thly.  That  relieving  officers  had  not  been  appointed  until  the  27th  of  December. 

With  regard  to  the  first,  charge,  the  Guardians,  anticipating  the  pressure  likely  to  arise,  had 
been  for  some  time  in  treaty  for  houses,  and  had  with  great  difficulty  at  length  obtained  addi- 
tional accommodation  for  1200  persons,  and  had  contracted  for  a large  supply  of  bedding, 
clothincr,  and  other  necessaries  for  those  houses.  These  supplies  were,  previously  to  the  dis- 
missal  of  the  Board,  on  their  way  from  Dublin,  and  were  detained  by  the  freezing  of  the  canal. 
The  pressure  for  admission  to  the  workhouse  suddenly  began,  and  the  Guardians,  unwilling  to 
refuse  admission  to  a numbei  of  wretched  applicants  at  so  severe  a season,  dkl  permit  a greater 
number  than  the  house  was  calculated  for,  to  receive  a temporary  refuge  within  its  walls,  and 
directed  them  to  be  provided  with  beds  of  clean  straw,  and  with  sheets  and  blankets,  for  the 
short  interval  the  additional  houses  were  getting  ready.  As  to  the  second  charge,  the  repairs 
of  the  roof  were  contracted  for  when  the  injury  occurred ; the  contractor  failed  to  perform  his 
contract,  and  the  Board  were  obliged  to  advertise  for  another.  The  damage  complained  of 
had,  however,  been  for  some  time  repaired. 

The  reply  to  the  third  charge  is,  that  the  clothing  is  the  same  as  has  been  used  in  the  house 
since  its  opening,  and  has  always  been  sanctioned  and  approved  of  by  the  Commissioners  and 
their  assistants,  and  the  blame  of  any  delay  which  may  have  occurred  in  the  supply  of  the 
necessaries  does  not  attach  to  the  Guardians,  who  had  long  previously  ordered  a supply  of 
those  articles. 

As  to  ihe  fourth  charge,  the  Guardians,  perceiving  from  the  preparations  which  must  neces- 
sarily arise,  and  the  vast,  increase  of  his  more  urgent  duties,  that  ine  master  could  not  afford 
sufficient  time  and  attention  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  house,  and  other  less  pressing  though 
necessary  details  of  its  management,  made  an  application  to  the  Commissioners  lo  sanction  the 
appointment,  of  a superintendent  or  assistant  master,  whose  duty  it  would  have  been  to  super- 
intend the  general  order  and  cleanliness  of  the  houses,  but  to  this  very  reasonable  request  it  was 
not  the  pleasure  of  the  Commissioners  to  accede. 

Fifth  charge,  the  necessity  for  out-door  relief  did  not  arise  until  the  workhouse  could  no 
longer  afford  accommodation  for  the  number  of  applicants,  when  the  late  Board  at  once 
extended  out-door  relief,  and  were  prepared  to  continue  that  course  until  the  additional  houses 
should  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  paupers. 

To  the  sixth  and  last  charge,  the  answer  is,  that  the  Guardians  deferred  the  appointment  of 
relieving  officers  with  a view  to  economise  the  funds  of  the  Union  until  it  appeared  to  them 
that  the  necessity  arose  for  their  services,  when  they  were  at  once  appointed,  and  that  no  ill 
effects  resulted  from  such  delay.  The  two  paid  Guardians  whom  you  have  appointed  to  this 
Union  have  thought  it  not  unbecoming  to  inculpate  in  their  report  to  you  of  the  20th  of  February 
last,  and  which  you  have  published  in  the  Blue  Book,  the  conduct  of  the  late  Board,  by  in- 
sinuating that  they,  the  late  Board,  had  taken,  because  they  belonged  to  a member  of  their 
Board,  buildings  to  be  used  as  an  additional  workhouse,  and  which  were  unsuited,  and  ought 
never,  under  any  circumstances,  to  have  been  taken.  The  fact  being,  that  Mr.  Smyth,  the 
member  mentioned,  refused  to  let  the  houses  in  question  to  the  Board,  and  preferred  to  let  them 
at  a less  rent  to  another  person.  Advertisements  were  issued  for  houses  to  be  used  as  additional 
workhouses,  several  persons  proposed,  amongst  others  M'Cowen,  to  whom  Mr.  Smyth  had  let 
his  bouses,  and  it  being  found  from  the  report  of  the  architect,  that  more  accommodation  could 
be  had  from  these  houses  than  from  the  others,  Mr.  Bourke,  the  assistant  Commissioner, 
inspected  them,  reported  to  you  their  fitness,  as  stated  to  the  late  Board  in  your  letter  of  the 
14th  of  January  last,  and  they  were  accordingly  taken  with  your  approbation  for  the  use  of 
the  male  children.  They  are  comfortable,  well- ventilated  houses,  three  stories  high,  with  two 
large  privies,  anil  had  been  occupied  by  several  most  respectable  families,  amongst  others,  by 
the  late  Catholic  bishop  of  the  diocese.  The  rest  of  the  report  of  these  gentlemen  consists  of 
a description  of  the  state  they  found  the  house  in  more  than  a week  after  the  late  Board  had 
been  deprived  of  all  control  over  it,  of  course  the  late  Board  caunot  be  held  accountable  for 
this,  and  we  shall  only  remark  that  we  have  from  the  first,  constantly  complained  of  the 
badness  of  the  building  and  the  general  dampness  of  the  whole  house.  These  paid  Guardians 
are  totally  ignorant  of  the  parties  to  whom  they  are  giving-  out-door  relief,  and  the  most 
fragrant  abuses  are  the  consequence,  yet  they  studiously  avoid  seeking  information  from  any 
of  the  respectable  rate-payers,  nor  do  they  publish  the  names  of  the  recipients  of  such  relief. 
The  workhouses  are  in  a state  of  the  greatest  disorder,  and  under  the  paid  Board  there  have 
been  frequently,  and  I believe  are  at  present,  more  paupers  in  the  original  workhouse  than  there 
were  at  any  time  under  the  late  Board,  although  the  large  number  they  had  admitted  was  the 
principal  reason  given  for  their  dismissal.  Numbers  of  paupers  in  the  workhouse  clothing  are 
continually  wandering  about  Loughrea,  and  some  have  had  to  be  committed  for  drunkenness, 
and  the  general  disorder  and  confusion  could  not  possibly  have  been  greater  under  any  elected 
Board ; while  the  enormous  abuses  which  are  taking  place  in  all  parts  of  the  Union  in  the 
administration  of  out-door  relief,  would  not  have  existed.  The  Brewery  concerns  taken  by  the 
late  Board,  and  so  much  approved  of  in  your  officer’s  report,  capable  of  accommodating  900 
persons,  is  comparatively  empty,  yet  with  all  this  available  room,  out -door  relief  is  'largely 
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given.  In  requiring  the  publication  of  this  statement  the  late  Board  would  despair  of  that  Loughrea  Union. 

act  of  justice  at  your  hands,  had  not  Sir  George  Grey,  the  Home  Secretary,  en traced  in  his  

place  in  Parliament  that  in  all  such  cases  such  publication  should  be  accorded  by  you. 

Thomas  J.  Burke,  late  Chairman. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Lloyd: — April  18,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  transmit  herewith  a copy  of  com- 
plaints against  the  administration  of  relief  by  the  Loughrea  Vice-Guardians, 
which  the  Commissioners  have  received  in  a letter,  dated  the  I3th  instant,  from 
Sir  Thomas  Burke,  the  chairman  of  the  Loughrea  Board  of  Guardians,  at  the 
period  of  its  dissolution. 

The  Commissioners  request  you  to  take  evidence  upon  oath,  and  to  report  to  this 
office,  in  reference  to  all  and  each  of  those  complaints,  especially  as  to  whether  the 
statement  in  Sir  Thomas  Burke’s  letter  is  correct ; that  on  the  13th  instant,  and 
frequently  before,  under  the  Vice-Guardians,  there  were  more  paupers  in  the 
original  workhouse  than  there  were  at  any  time  under  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  should  give  Sir  Thomas  Burke  an  opportunity  of  being 
present  at  the  investigation,  of  being  examined  on  oath  himself  if  he  desires  it,  and 
of  suggesting  witnesses  for  examination.  You  will  adopt  the  same  line  of 
conduct  towards  the  Vice-Guardians. 

In  connexion  with  this  inquiry,  the  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  take 
evidence  upon  oath,  respecting  the  amount  of  destitution  which  exists,  and  is  likely 
to  exist  in  Loughrea  Union  during  the  present  season,  both  absolutely,  and  in 
comparison  with  the  destitution  which  existed  during  the  period  when  the  Tem- 
porary Relief  Act  was  in  operation. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  the  investigation  should  be  thoroughly 
searching  and  minute,  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  room  for  doubt  concerning 
the  precise  amount  of  destitution  in  the  Union,  and  concerning  the  manner  in 
which  the  Vice- Guardians  administer  relief  to  the  destitute  poor,  both  in  and  out 
of  the  workhouse. 


The  Commissioners  to  Sir  Thomas  Burke  : — April  18,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  13th  instant,  transmitting  a statement,  which  you  express  a desire  to 
have  published  concerning  the  dissolution  of  the  late  Loughrea  Board  of 
Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  have  no  objection  to  the  publication  of  the  letter  which  you 
have  addressed  to  them.  The  explanatory  resolutions  passed  by  the  late  Loughrea 
Board  of  Guardians,  on  the  eve  of  their  dissolution,  have  been  already  published, 
and  as  a matter  of  course,  the  letter  now  received  from  you,  if  it  had  been  then 
forwarded  to  the  Commissioners,  would  have  been  printed  and  published  at  the 
same  time,  and  the  Commissioners  would  have  been  sincerely  gratified  in  regard  to 
facilities  of  reference  and  comparison,  if  your  letter  had  been  published  in  the 
same  volume  with  the  reports  of  Mr.  Phelan,  and  of  Mi*.  Bourke,  and  with  the 
letter  of  the  12th  February,  in  which  the  Commissioners  made  a consecutive 
statement  of  the  reasons  which  had  led  them  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Loughrea 
Board  of  Guardians  had  failed  to  discharge  their  duties  duly  and  effectually, 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  Legislature. 


Mr;  Lloyd  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  19, 1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I inspected  the  Loughrea  Union  workhouse  this  day,  accompanied  by  the 
Vice-Guardians,  and  that  I spent  a considerable  time  in  the  Board- room,  examining 
accounts. 

I have  addressed  a letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians, 
requesting  he  would  be  kind  enough  to  name  an  hour,  either  to-morrow  or  next 
day,  to  assist  in  inquiring  whether  abuses  exist  at  present  in  any  way  connected 
with  the  administration  of  relief  as  conducted  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  I have 
apprised  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  instructions  I have  received  from  the  Com- 
missioners. 

The  Vice-Guardians  appear  to  me  to  be  intelligent  and  very  attentive  to  their 
duties. 
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Mr.  Lloyd  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  28,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  forward  herewith  a letter  I have  received  from  Sir  Thomas 
Burke,  with  a view  to  he  informed  whether,  under  the  circumstances,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  proceed  with  the  investigation  as  regards  the  administration  of  out  door- 
relief.  I have  had  two  relieving  officers'  books  under  examination,  and  in  no 
instance  has  any  proof  been  given  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 
The  relieving  officers  have,  in  some  cases,  been  very  negligent,  and  their  books  are 
imperfect  Cases  have  occurred  where  persons  not  entitled  to  relief  received  such. 
It  will  take  three  or  four  days  to  go  through  the  other  books,  perhaps  longer. 
The  books  examined  were  those  in  which  the  fewest  abuses  are  known  to  have 
existed. 

I write  from  the  Board-room,  and  in  a great  hurry  to  save  post. 

Enclosure. 

Sir  Thomas  Burke  to  Mr.  Lloyd. 

My  Dear  Sir,  WorJt/iouse,  April  28,  1848. 

As  there  seems  to  be  some  doubt  in  your  mind  as  to  the  meaning;  of  the  paragraph  in 
my  letter  to  the  Commissioners  relating  to  the  abuses  in  the  out-door  relief  I beg  to  say,  that 
I did  not  intend  to  convey  that  the  Vice- Guardians  knowingly  allowed  the  abuses  I complained 
of,  but  that.  I was  of  opinion  that,  flagrant  abuses  did  exist,  chiefly  through  the  Vice-Guardians 
being  imposed  upon  from  their  want  of  local  knowledge,  but  I did  not  mean  to  apply  the 
word  flagrant  to  the  acts  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 

Y ours  truly, 

T.  Burke. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  29,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  28th  instant,  transmitting  a copy  of  a communication  from  Sir  Thomas 
Burke,  with  reference  to  the  inquiry  being  held  by  you  with  respect  to  the 
administration  of  relief  in  the  Loughrea  Union,  and  in  reference  thereto  I am 
directed  to  state,  that  Sir  Thomas  Burke  explains  his  charge  of  abuse  of  out-door 
relief  by  stating  that  the  abuse  arose  from  want  of  local  knowledge  in  the  Vice- 
Guardians.  It  will  be  useful  to  them  and  to  the  Union  that  the  inquiry  should 
be  prosecuted,  and  in  the  course  of  it,  the  statements  of  irregularities  on  the  part 
of  relieving  officers  should  be  accompanied  by  evidence  to  show  whether  they  were 
appointed  by  the  present  Vice-Guardians,  and  if  so,  on  what  recommendations 
and  testimonials  ; and  where  they  distributed  relief  to  persons  not  entitled  to  it, 
whether  they  were  cognizant  of  the  true  condition  of  the  recipients ; stating  in 
every  such  case  all  particulars  relative  to  the  recipients  which  can  be  ascertained. 

The  good  working  of  the  Irish  Poor  Law  in  a distressed  Union  depends  in  such 
a great  degree  on  the  efficiency  of  the  staff  of  relieving  officers,  that  your  inquiry 
will  have  been  very  useful  to  Loughrea  Union,  if  it  enables  the  Vice-Guardians 
and  the  Commissioners  to  ascertain  whether  any  of  the  present  relieving  officers 
are  unfit  for  their  situation,  and  whether  it  is  desirable  to  supersede  them  by  the 
appointment  of  others  in  their  stead. 


Mr.  Lloyd  to  the  Commissioners: — May  1,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  transmit  herewith  a letter  which  Sir  Thomas  Burke  has 
handed  me,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  with  a view  to  obtain 
instructions  thereon.  I hope  for  an  early  reply. 

Enclosure. 

Sir  Thomas  Burke  to  Mr.  Lloyd  : — May  1,  1848- 
I have  read  the  reply  of  the  Commissioners  to  your  communication  upon  the  subject 
of  the  issue  of  out-door  relief  in  the  Loughrea  Union.  The  printed  lists  of  the  recipients  of 
out-door  relief  have  not  been  yet  all  printed,  and  therefore  the  rate-payers  have  not  had  the 
opportunity  of  examiui ng  them  in.  the  several  electoral,  divisions,  and  if  this  inquiry  is  to  be 
continued  under  this  head,  an  adjournment  is  necessary,  and  1 be"  to  call  for  one  until  Friday 
next.  Both  the  Vice-Guardians  and  myself  agree  that  there  are  numerous  cases  of  abuses  m 
the  administration  of  out-door  relief  from  misrepresentations  made  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  and 
this  evil  is  likely  to  be  corrected  and  avoided  in  future  without  the  expense  and  delay  of  a 
protracted  investigation,  as  the  resident  gentry  and  rate-payers  will  co-operate  with  the  Vice- 
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Guardians  to  attain  this  end.  You  also,  from  what  has  appeared,  can  have  no  doubt  of  these  Loughrea  Union, 
abuses  on  the  part  of  relieving  officers.  — — 

Under  all  these  circumstances  I would  again  suggest  the  necessity  of  closing  this  part  of 
your  inquiry,  and  enabling  the  Vice-Guardians  and  the  relieving  officers  to  attend  to  the  relief 
of  the  destitute  poor,  which  it  is  impossible  they  can  do  if  this  protracted  inquiry  is  to  be 
continued. 

If,  however,  you  insist  upon  it,  I shall  be  prepared  on  Friday  to  go  on  with  this  detailed 
inquiry,  which  will  occupy  some  weeks,  without  any  possible  advantage  to  this  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Lloyd  : — May  3,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
1st  instant,  with  one  addressed  to  you  by  Sir  Thomas  Burke,  proposing  that  the 
inquiry  which  you  are  now  making  in  respect  to  the  administration  of  out-door 
relief  by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Loughrea  Union  should  not  be  carried  on  further 
as  the  abuses  on  the  part  of  the  relieving  officers  are  likely  to  he  avoided  in  future, 
and  your  closing  this  part  of  the  inquiry  will  enable  the  Vice-Guardians  and 
relieving  officers  to  attend  to  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor,  which  in  his  opinion 
would  be  impossible,  if  this  protracted  inquiry  were  to  be  continued,  as  he  appears 
to  consider  that  it  would  occupy  some  weeks. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  observe  that  when  they  directed  you  to  inquire 
into  the  abuses  which  members  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  considered  to  have 
been  committed,  they  did  not  suppose  that  such  an  inquiry  could  have  required  so 
much  time  as  had  been  occupied  by  it.  But  looking  to  the  nature  of  the  complaint 
made  of  the  management  of  the  Vice-Guardians  they  are  not  prepared  to  authorize 
you  to  discontinue  the  inquiry' until  you  are  enabled  to  make  a report  in  pursuance 
of  your  instructions. 


Mr.  Lloyd  to  the  Commissoners  : — May  9,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  send  herewith  a letter  I received  from  Sir  Thomas  Burke 
on  Saturday  morning.  The  reasons  assigned  for  desiring  an  adjournment  was, 
that  all  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  the  investigation  would  of  necessity  be  at 
Ballinasloe  Fair  on  Monday,  aud,  consequently,  could  not  meet  me  : this  reason 
is  not  stated  in  the  letter,  it  was  given  to  me  verbally  by  Sir  Thomas  Burke  and 
Mr.  Smith.  The  want  of  the  printed  lists  was  supplied  in  the  course  of  Saturday, 
and  would  not  have  been  an  obstacle  to  proceeding  with  the  inquiry.  I,  however, 
consented  that  the  ex-Guardians  might  have  every  facility  to  establish  their 
charge  if  possible. 

I attended  at  the  Board-room  for  three  hours  to-day  ; some  of  the  gentlemen 
were  present : I,  therefore  consider  my  inquiry  at  an  end,  and  shall  draw  up  my 
report  to-morrow.  I hope  to  transmit  all  papers  on  Thursday  that  I have  hail 
for  some  time  previous  to  and  since  my  arrival  here : you  will  receive  all  I hope 
by  Friday  morning.  I shall  have  time  to  hear  from  you  again. 

Enclosure. 

Sir  T.  Burke  to  Mr.  Lloyd  : — May  6,  1848. 

I have  repeatedly  called  for  the  printed  lists  of  the  recipients  of  out-door  relief  in  the 
electoral  divisions  of  the  Loughrea  Union.  J have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  more  than  those 
for  Loughrea,  Athenry,  and  Ballinakill:  I am,  therefore,  obliged  to  call  upon  you  to  postpone 
this  inquiry  till  I am  furnished  with  those  lists.  Numerous  abuses  have  been  already  proved  ; 
and  if  you  continue  to  desire  a continuance  of  the  inquiry  this  required  postponement  becomes 
unavoidably  necessary,  the  more  so  as  those  lists  have  been  unavoidably  delayed. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — May  15,  1848. 

The  protracted  inquiry  which  has  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Owen  Lloyd, 
Poor  Law  Inspector,  into  the  administration  of  the  law  in  this  Union  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  having  been  brought  to  a close,  and  as  we  presume  that  gentleman 
has  ere  this  submitted  his  report,  we  trust  it  may  not  be  deemed  presumptuous  or 
out  of  place  in  our  offering  a few  remarks  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  reference  to  that  investigation,  and  in  any  observations  which  we  shall 
take  the  liberty  to  make,  we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  simple  facts,  and  offer  no 
comment  on.  the  manner  in  which  these  charges  were  preferred,  or  as  to  the 
decorum  which  was  observed  in  the  prosecution  of  them. 

5 X 
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In  reference  to  the  numbers  which  have  been  sworn  to  by  Patrick  O’Brien,  the 
dismissed  master,  as  having  on  many  occasions  since  we  took  charge,  been  more 
than  those  suffered  to  be  accommodated  in  the  workhouse  by  tile  late  Board  of 
Guardians,  we  beg  distinctly  to  state  that  O’Brien  has  throughout  his  entire 
examination  sworn  what  is  not  the  fact,  for  there  was  not  an  officer  m the  entire 
establishment  who  could  tell  the  numbers  occupying  any  one  particular  house  on 
each  or  any  night.  The  diary  which  O'Brien  at  first  admitted  he  kept  since  the 
Vice-Guardians  took  charge,  but  subsequently,  at  the  dictation  ot  one  of  the 
Ex-Guardians,  swore  he  kept  it  from  the  period  the  houses  were  divided,  could 
not  point  out  the  accurate  numbers  or  afford  any  information  at  all  about  them  ; 
he  swore  lie  kept  this  diary  in  order  to  enable  him  to  know  what  quantity  of  pro- 
visions to  send  to  each  house,  whereas,  during  a considerable  portion  ot  the  time 
to  which  he  referred,  there  was  no  lood  cooked  at  the  Brewery  auxiliary  work- 
house  at  all,  and  the  entire  body  of  paupers  steeping  there  were  regularly  brought 
back  to  the  workhouse  every  day  for  breakfast,  and  ever  since  the  cooking  has 
commenced  at  the  Brewery,  from  80  to  100  of  the  able-bodied  paupers  who  sleep 
there  are  sent  every  day  to  the  workhouse  to  be  fed.  Therefore,  this  provision 
check,  on  which  the  promoters  of  the  inquiry  placed  so  much  reliance,  could  not 
by  possibility  furnish  any  evidence  of  the  numbers  sleeping  in  the  workhouse  or 
any  of  the  auxiliary  houses. 

The  Commissioners  will  observe  that  O’Brien  also  swore  that  he  kept  this  diary 
for  no  particular  purpose,  except  to  know  the  quantity  of  food  to  send  to  each 
house.  That  he  never  expected  to  be  asked  any  questions  about  it,  and  that  he  had 
never  supplied  a statement  of  the  numbers  to  any  person,  yet  Mr.  Patrick  Skerrett 
swore,  that  for  some  time  after  our  arrival  here  he  was  in  the  constant  habit  of 
frequenting  the  master’s  office.  That  he  obtained  a statement  of  the  numbers  from 
O’Brien  on  a slip  of  paper,  which  he  said  he  gave  to  Mr.  Smith,  who  gave  it  to 
Lord  Duusandle. 

We  also  beg  respectfully  to  state  in  reference  to  this  diary,  which  O’Brien 
swore  he  kept  regularly,  that  there  is  no  account  of  the  days  from  the  5th  of 
Februuary  to  the  12th  of  February,  nor  from  the  12th  to  the  19th  of  February, 
nor  again  from  the  19th  to  the  26th  of  February,  from  which  date  he  has  sworn 
to  certain  numbers  on  each  consecutive  day.  Though  he  previously  swore  it  was 
a correct  diary,  and  that  he  knew  the  meaning  of  the  word.  He  subsequently 
swore  the  diary  lie  produced  was  a correct  copy  of  some  other  paper,  and  he  ulti- 
mately refused  to  give  his  diary  up  to  the  inspector,  stating  that  he  had  lost  or 
destroyed  it. 

Mr.  Patrick  Skerrett,  in  his  evidence,  stated  on  liis  oath,  that  he  took  the 
numbers  from  the  books  of  the  house,  and  that  the  way  he  ascertained  the  amount 
which  slept  in  the  workhouse,  was  by  deducting  the  numbers  sleeping  in  the 
auxiliary  houses  from  the  gross  number  on  the  books  ; but  he  could  not  tell,  when 
asked  the  question,  what  books  he  deducted  the  numbers  in  the  auxiliary  houses 
from,  or  whether  there  was  any  one  book  or  document  in  the  entire  establishment 
from  which  he  could  derive  the  information  he  had  just  sworn  he  had  obtained. 
And,  in  fact,  there  was  no  hook  or  other  account,  nor  is  there  yet  (except  our  own 
private  memorandums)  which  could  have  supplied  the  return  to  him. 

The  Commissioners  will,  we  trust,  have  learned  from  Mr.  Lloyd,  that  a differ- 
ence of  158  between  the  numbers  appearing  on  the  workhouse  books  (and  for 
which  provisions  were  daily  charged  by  O’Brien),  and  the  numbers  actually  in  the 
house  has  been  discovered  and  satisfactorily  proved  by  us,  and  that  a corresponding 
reduction  in  the  daily  issue  of  food  has  been  made,  and  we  respectfully  submit  that 
these  158  persons  should  be  deducted  from  the  numbers  sworn  to  by  O’Brien,  as 
being  on  any  occasion  since  we  took  charge,  accommodated  by  us  in  the  work- 
house. 

We  also  beg  to  state,  for  the  Commissioners’  information,  and  we  trust  they  have 
previously  been  apprised  of  the  fact  from  their  inspector,  Mr.  Lloyd,  that  never  since 
the  first  ten  days  of  our  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this  Union  have  we  suffered 
ourselves  to  be  borne  down  by  the  pressure  from  without,  nor  had  we  ever  occasion 
to  contravene  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners  by  allowing  an  excess  of  numbers 
to  be  lodged  in  the  workhouse,  for  we  have  always  taken  special  care  to  have  two 
spare  dormitories  at  the  Brewery  ready  for  any  sudden  emergency  that  might  arise, 
and  there  are  moreover  two  small  dormitories  in  the  original  workhouse  which 
have  not  been  occupied  since  the  first  week  of  our  coming  here. 

In  reference  to  the  charge  of  the  most  flagrant  abuses  existing  in  the  admim- 
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stration  of  the  out-door  relief  we  shall  be  very  brief,  and  we  trust  our  proceed- 
ings in  respect  to  this  important  part  of  our  duty  have  not  been  viewed  in  an 
unfavourable  light  by  the  Commissioners,  when  they  consider  that  out  of  a Union 
of  this  extent,  and  where  such  an  outcry  was  raised  against  us,  only  about  17 
cases  of  fraud  and  imposition  were  brought  forward,  many  of  these  cases  unsup- 
ported by  credible  evidence,  and  that  no  more  than  perhaps  five  of  them,  which 
deduct,  constitutionally  came  within  the  law.  We  shall  make  a reference  to  but 
three  cases  out  of  the  entire  number  investigated,  by  which  the  Commissioners 
will  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  class  of  persons  objected  to,  and  the  description  of 
evidence  produced  in  support  of  the  objections. 

The  first  is  the  case  of  a person  named  Fahy,  objected  to  by  Sir  Thomas 
Burke,  Baronet,  as  being  an  able-bodied  man.  John  Hevend,  bailiff  to  Lord 
Clanricarde,  swore  he  was  able-bodied  and  had  not  been  in  fever  during  the  time 
he  received  relief  But  it  was  most  satisfactorily  proved  by  two  others,  one  most 
respectable  gentleman,  and  by  Doctor  Claron,  that  the  wretched  man  had  been  in 
fever  for  several  months  and  was  unable  to  work ; and  we  produced  the  man 
before  Mr.  Lloyd,  who,  no  doubt,  has  made  an  impartial  report  on  the  case. 

Another  case,  that  of  Martin  Cohillon,  sworn  to  by  John  Neven,  as  being  in 
possession  of  half  an  acre  of  ground  ; but  on  our  having  the  man’s  garden  sur- 
veyed, we  found  he  is  only  in  possess  on  of  seven  perches,  and  even  if  he  still  held 
his  original  plots,  the  entire  only  amounted  to  29  perches. 

The  third  is  a case  of  a widow  Cunningham,  objected  to  by  Lord  Dunsandle,  as 
having  an  acre  of  land ; but  his  Lordship’s  bailiff,  when  produced  to  sustain  the 
case,  admitted  he  did  not  know  the  woman. 

The  several  printed  lists  of  out-door  relief  for  the  entire  Union,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  electoral  division,  are  out  aud  posted,  and  the  rate-payers  have  thereby 
means  of  ascertaining  the  persons  to  whom  relief  has  been  afforded. 

It  is  impossible  but  that  (in  a Union  of  the  extent  of  Loughrea)  some  cases  of 
imposition  must  at  first  exist ; but  we  respectfully  submit  that  there  is  not  a 
Union  in  Ireland  of  the  same  extent,  and  where  such  a mass  of  disease  and  desti- 
tution exists,  where  so  little  fraud  or  imposition  is  to  be  found,  even  under  the 
best  regulated  elected  Board  as  the  Loughrea  Union  now  presents ; and  many  of 
the  cases  objected  to  were  cases  in  which  provisional  relief  was  afforded  by  the 
relieving  officer  which  was  disallowed  by  us. 

We  shall  say  nothing  of  the  charge  of  disorder  in  the  workhouses,  as  we  feel 
those  charges  have  recoiled  with  something  of  discredit  on  the  promoters  of  the 
inquiry,  and  trust  to  be  excused  for  the  length  of  this  communication. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — May  16,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
15th  instant,  on  the  evidence  adduced  in  the  late  inquiry  into  the  charges  made 
against  you  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  of  Loughrea  Union;  and  the  Com- 
missioners beg  to  observe  that  they  defer  the  consideration  of  your  statement  until 
they  shall  have  the  whole  evidence  before  them,  on  arrival  of  the  report  of  Mr. 
Lloyd,  who,  they  regret  to  state,  appears  to  have  been  detained  at  Athlone  by 
illness. 


Mr.  Lloyd  to  the  Commissioners  : — May  20,  1848. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  transmitting  a copy  of 
complaints  against  the  administration  of  relief  by  the  Loughrea  Vice- Guardians, 
which  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  have  received  from  Sir  Thomas  Burke,  Chairman  of  the  Loughrea  Board 
of  Guardians  at  the  period  of  its  dissolution  ; and  requesting  me  to  take  evidence 
upon  oath,  and  to  report  in  reference  to  all  and  each  of  tnose  complaints,  and 
especially  as  to  whether  the  statement  in  Sir  Thomas  Burke’s  letter  is  correct, 
that  on  the  13th  instant,  and  frequently  before,  under  the  Vice- Guardians,  there 
were  more  paupers  in  the  original  workhouse  than  there  were  at  any  time  under 
the  late  Board  of  Guardians ; and  that  it  would  be  desirable  that  I should  give 
Sir  Thomas  Burke  an  opportunity  of  being  present  at  the  investigation,  of  being 
examined  on  oath  himself,  if  he  desire  it,  and  of  suggesting  witnesses  for  examb 
nation,  and  that  I should  adopt  the  same  line  of  conduct  towards  the  Vice- 
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Loughrea  Union. 
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Lough,..  Union.  Guardians ; and  in  connexion  with  this  inquiry  that  I should  take  evidence  upon 

oath  respecting  the  amount  of  destitution  which  exists  and  is  likely  to  exist  m 

Loughrea  Union,  during  the  present  season,  both  absolutely  and  ,n  comparison 
with  the  destitution  which  existed  during  the  period  when  the  Temporary  Relief 
Act  was  in  operation ; and  also  informing  me  the  Commissioners  are  desirous 
. i .1.1  ,r  eenrcViirur  and  minute.  in  order  that: 


that  the  investigation  Should  be  thoroughly  searching  and  minute,  in  order  that 
there  he  no  room  for  doubt  concerning  the  precise- amount  of  destitution  and  con- 
cerning the  manner  in  which  the  Vice-6uardians  administered  relief  to  the 
destitute  poor  both  in  and  out  of  the  workhouse. 

In  reply  I have  to  state  that  with  a view  to  carry  out  my  instructions  I pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  Loughrea,  where  I arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  19th.  I soon 
after  visited  the  workhouse,  where  I found  the  Vice-Guard, ans  engaged  m the 
ordinary  business  of  the  Union.  To  these  gentlemen  I communicated  the  object  of 
my  visit,  and  received  in  return  the  assurance  of  a ready  co-operation  on  their 
part  to  aid  me.  as  far  as  in  their  power  lay,  to  carry  out  the  instructions  I had 
received  I informed  them  I should  address  a letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Burke,  com- 
municating the  same  information  I had  given  them,  and  request  an  early  inter- 
view I wrote  to  this  effect  to  Sir  Thomas  Burke,  who  responded  to  my  letter 
in  person,  and  soon  after  being  joined  by  Lord  Duns, indie,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  1 erse, 
Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Skerret,  all  members  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians ; I 
communicated  my  instructions  to  these  gentlemen,  all  of  whom  evinced  the  like 
desire  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  aid  me  in  carrying  out  the  investigation  required 
by  the  Commissioners.  . T , 

I was  informed  by  the  gentlemen  present  that  as  Sir  Thomas  Burke  and  .Lord 
Dunsandle  had  engagements  in  Dublin,  it  would  be  desirable  that  no  time  should 
be  lost  in  proceeding  with  the  duty  I bad  to  discharge,  and  having  been  requested 
to  name  4 o’clock  as  the  hour,  I consented,  provided  the  Vice-Guardians  made  no 
objection.  I then  proceeded  to  the  Board-room,  where  I met  the  Vice-Guardians, 
who  at  once  expressed  their  concurrence,  and  the  investigation  commenced  soon 
after  the  appointed  hour. 

Sir  Thomas  Burke  produced  Mr.  Patrick  O Brien,  late  master  of  the  work- 
house,  as  a witness ; his  sworn  evidence  (A)  is  appended.  The  examination  of 
this  witness  continued  to  a late  hour,  when  it  was  proposed  to  postpone  his  further 
examination  to  Saturday  (Good-Friday  intervening).  On  Saturday  morning  the 
examination  of  Mr.  O’Brien  was  resumed,  and  having  terminated,  was  followed 
by  that  of  Mr.  Richards,  Vice-Guardian ; his  sworn  evidence  (B)  is  also  appended. 
The  examination  of  Mr.  Richards  continuing  to  a late  hour,  it  was  proposed  to 
adjourn  his  further  examination  to  Wednesday,  to  enable  Sir  Thomas  Burke  and 
Lord  Dunsandle  to  be  present:  to  this  adjournment  I consented,  believing  it  to 
be  the  wish  of  the  Commissioners  that  the  ex-Guardians  should  have  every  facility'- 
afforded  them  that  might  tend  to  place  matters  in  their  true  light.  On  W ednes- 
day,  the  26th,  the  examination  of  Mr.  Richards  was  resumed,  and  when  concluded, 
was  followed  by  that  of  Mr.  John  M‘ Car  thy,  the  master  that  succeeded  Mr. 
O’Brien.  Mr.  McCarthy’s  sworn  evidence  (C)  is  appended;  also  that  of  the 
medical  officer.  Dr.  Cloran  (D),  that  of  Mr.  P.  Skerrett  (E),  and  that  of  John 
Murphy  (F). 

I have  now  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  from  the  evidence  referred  to  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  on  the  13th  April, 
and  frequently  before,  under  the  Vice-Guardians,  there  were  more  paupers  in  tlrn 
original  workhouse  than,  there  were  at  any  time  under  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians,  and.  1 beg  leave  to  state  how  I arrive  at  this  conclusion. 

The  complaint  embraces  a definite  period,  the  13th  April,  and  an  indefinite 
period  or  periods  back  to  the  day  the  Vice-Guardians  took  charge  of  the  Union.. 

On  the  13th  April  the  number  of  inmates  in  workhouse,  apart  from  hospital 
and  sheds,  was  576.  In  hospital  and  sheds  367,  making  together  943  ; this  is 
but  43  over  the  number  the  house,  hospital,  and  sheds,  are  calculated  to  contain; 
but  it  is  193  less  than  the  number  in  the  house  on  the  5th  February. 

From  the  time  the  Vice-Guardians  took  charge,  the  greatest  number  in  the 
house  at  any  time  it  was  counted  was  1062,  that  is  696  in  the  house  apart  from 
hospital  and  sheds,  and  366  in  hospital  and  sheds,  making  together  1062,  or  74 
less  than  the  number  in  the  house  on  the  5th  February. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  overnumbers  are  in  the  hospital  and  sheds,  over 
which  the  Vice-Guardians  have  no  control ; the  excess  in  this  department  varies 
and  has  varied  from  the  21st  February  to  21st  April  from  211  to  220  ; while  the 
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Vice-Guardians  have  accommodation  in  the  auxiliary  houses,  I see  no  object  they  Lough rea  Union, 
could  have  in  overcrowding  the  workhouse;  nor  can  I learn  that  in  any  instance 
a greater  number  of  inmates  occupied  the  main  building  of  the  workhouse  than 
696,  which  is  by  54  less  than  that  portion  of  the  building  is  calculated  to 
accommodate. 

Upon  the  complaint  “the  workhouses  are  in  a state  of  the  greatest  disorder” 
being  read,  Mr.  Patrick  O’Brien  was  again  brought  forward  as  a witness;  his 
sworn  evidence  (G)  is  appended,  as  is  also  that  of  Dr.  Phelan,  Poor  Law  Inspector 
(H);  that  of  Ferdinand  Coffee,  clerk  of  Union  (I);  that  of  Dr.  Cloram,  medical 
officer  of  the  workhouse  ( J) ; that  of  Rev.  Joseph  O’Loughlin,  acting  chaplain  to 
workhouse  (K)  ; that  of  Mrs.  Anne  Murphy,  matron  (L) ; that  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Macklin,  merchant  (M)  ; and  that  of  Dr.  Brodie,  Vice-Guardian  (N). 

I cannot  learn  upon  what  grounds  this  complaint  had  been  made.  It  is  not 
sanctioned  by  evidence,  while  the  converse  of  the  complaint  is  proved  by  all  the 
witnesses  examined. 

As  regards  the  complaint,  “ Numbers  of  paupers  in  the  workhouse  clothing  are 
continually  wandering  about  Loughrea,  and  some  had  to  be  committed  for  drunken- 
ness.” 

There  are  two  auxiliary  houses  (the  Bishop’s  House  and  the  Brewery)  in  con- 
nexion with  the  workhouse,  and  necessarily  there  must  be  a constant  intercourse 
between  the  three  establishments.  The  able-bodied  are  daily  marched  to  the  work- 
house  to  labour  upon  the  ground  attached  to  the  house,  and  boys,  when  admitted 
and  clothed,  are  sent  to  the  Brewery.  The  Bishop’s  House  is  set  apart  for  the 
sick,  and  the  convalescent  are  passed  from  thence  either  to  the  Brewery  or  work- 
house,  as  the  doctor  directs. 

The  boys  found  drunk  appear  to  have  been  sent  of  errands  to  the  town.  One, 
named  Thomas  Hopkins,  stated  he  was  sent  to  a shop  for  some  articles  contracted 
for,  and  that  he  there  got  a glass  of  whiskey.  None  of  the  other  boys  would 
acknowledge  where  they  had  got  what  made  them  drunk.  The  Vice- Guardians, 
upon  hearing  the  boys  Michael  Kelly  and  John  Fury  were  drunk,  sent  to  the 
policc-barrack  for  two  constables  to  take  the  boys  before  the  magistrates.  The 
police  did  so,  and  the  boys  were  committed  to  bridewell  for  48  hours. 

The  deposition  of  Kelly  and  Morley,  who  saw  the  boys  drunk,  and  the  affidavit 
of  the  head  constable  as  to  his  being  sent  to  take  the  boys  in  charge,  with  the 
affidavit  of  the  magistrate  that  committed  the  boys  to  bridewell,  are  appended  (O). 

This  complaint  is  sustained  ; but  I do  not  see  that  blame  can  be  attached  to  any 
officer  ol  the  workhouse.  Report  of  the  offence  was  at  once  made  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  who  took  all  the  steps  in  their  power  to  prevent  its  recurrence,  inde- 
pendent of  the  punishment  before  the  magistrate.  One  boy  was  taken  from  the 
trade  he  had  been  set  to,  and  the  others  prohibited  going  of  errands. 

Upon  reading  the  complaints  “ The  paid  Guardians  are  totally  ignorant  of  the 
parties  to  whom  they  are  giving  out-door  relief,  and  the  most  flagrant  abuses  are 
the  consequence,  yet  they  studiously  avoid  seeking  information  from  any  of  the 
respectable  rate-payers,  nor  do  they  publish  the  names  of  the  recipients ‘of  such 
relief.” 

William  Proctor,  relieving  officer  for  the  Atlienry  district,  comprising  the 
electoral  divisions  of  Athenry,  Cranglmell,  and  Kilconaron,  was  duly  sworn : 
his  evidence  (P)  is  appended.  Eight  objections  were  made  to  this  relieving 
officer’s  list  for  Athenry. 


No. 

Name. 

Remarks. 

1 

Winny  Boyns  . 

Age. 

40,  able-bodied 

lbs. 

7 

Margaret  Cahillon. 

— and  4 children 

2S 

Deserted  by  husband,  information 

3 

Michael  Cannon  . 

36,  wife  and  4 children,  In. 

28 

sworn. 

4 

Robin  Newman  . 

50,  and  wife,  In.  . 

14 

5 

Margaret  Lawless. 

60,  In 

7 

6 

Brid.  Gleeson  . 

35,  and  3 children 

11 

Deserted,  information  sworn. 

7 

Winny  Ounninsham 

80 

7 

8 

Mary  Mulkeerau  . 

50,  and  2 children 

21 

Has  acre  of  land. 

Of  the  above  list,  two  objections,  namely  7 and  8,  can  be  sustained,  and  it  was 
not  until  lately  the  relieving  officer  learned  that  either  of  the  women  had  land. 
The  relieving  officer,  William  Proctor,  has  submitted  his  books  for  examination 
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Loughrea  Union.  to  the  rate-payers.  Out  of  a list  of  430  recipients  of  relief,  four  only  have  beeii 
found  disentitled  to  such. 

Thomas  Connor,  relieving  officer  for  Kiltnlla  district,  comprising  the  electoral 
divisions  of  Kiltulla  and  Killymer  Daly,  was  duly  sworn : his  evidence  (Q)  is 
appended.  Fifteen  objections  were  made  to  this  relieving  officer  s list. 


No. 

Name. 

Remarks. 

1 

Nelly  Cummins  . 

Ape. 

60,  and  2 children  over  15. 

lbs. 

14 

Children  not  represented  in  book  as 

2 

40,  and  3 children  and  hus- 

24 

illegitimate. 

Husband  disabled,  has  been  in  work- 

3 

Bridget  Connolly  . 

hand. 

45,  and  3 illegitimate  chil- 

28 

house  and  put  on  out-door  relief. 

4 

Patrick  Connolly  . 

dren. 

45,  wife  and  3 children.  . 

30 

Provisionally  for  2 weeks. 

Will  Walsh  . . 

38  ... 

Provisionally  disallowed ; married, 

6 

Mary  Hurley  . 

30,  and  5 children 

30 

not  returned  as  single  or  married  in 
Application  and  Report  Book. 
Husband  alive. 

7 

Mary  Cumiane 

70,  widow 

12 

Has  from  $ to  1 acre  of  land. 

8 

Darby  McGrath  . 

60,  wife  and  4 children.  . 

42 

9 

Honor  Dunn  . 

26,  and  2 children 

40,  single 

16 

Husband  in  America. 

10 

Pat  Healy  . 

7 

Sickly. 

11 

Mary  Kellv 

44,  single 

50,  able-bodied 

Relieved,  provisionally  discontinued. 

12 

Will  Cumiane  . 

Has  from  32  to  40  perches  of  land. 

13 

James  Meyreck  . 

60,  and  2 children 

14 

Has  land. 

14 

John  Hauuefee 

57,  wife  and  6 children 

28 

Has  5 acres  land,  tendered  it  to  his 

15 

Paul  Flannery 

70  ... 

7 

landlord,  refused. 
Has  5 acres  of  land. 

Of  the  foregoing,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  6,  8,  9,  10,  and  14,  are  entitled  to  relief  either 
in  or  out  of  the  workhouse.  Nos.  4,  5,  and  11,  had  provisional  relief  discon- 
tinued or  disallowed.  Nos.  7,  12,  13,  and  15,  having  land,  are  not  entitled  to 
relief  either  in  or  out  of  the  house.  No.  3 had  been  in  workhouse,  with  three 
illegitimate  children,  and  was  put  on  out-door  relief  list  by  Guardians. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  four  only  were  on  the  list  disentitled  to  relief,  and  of 
the  four  it  is  doubtful  whether  three  are  actual  occupiers.  Should  they  not,  it  will 
appear  that  No.  12  is  the  only  one  not  entitled  to  receive  relief. 

Janies  Kelly,  relieving  officer  for  the  Loughrea  district,  was  duly  sworn.  His 
evidence  (R)  is  appended. 


No. 

Name. 

Remarks. 

1 

Pat  Bermingham  . 

Age. 

— wife  and  1 child  . 

lbs. 
21  ; 

2 

Thomas  Tally  . 

— ... 

Pat  Madden  . 

— wife  and  5 children 

36 

4 

Bart  Boyle 

— ... 

For  4 weeks,  2s.  6 d.  per  ferce. 

5 

Mart  Cohalan  . 

60,  wife  and  2 children 

19 

For  9 weeks,  2s.  to  25th  March. 

2 

Pat  Dogherty  . 

— wife  and  child  . . 

For  4 weeks.  Is.,  had  Guardian. 

1 

Owen  Dogherty  , 

— ... 

For  4 weeks,  2s.,  wife  ill,  then  him- 

8 

I’at  Monaghan 

65,  wife  blind,  2 children  . 

self  struck  off. 

For  2 weeks,  2s.,  found  to  have  land, 

9 

Tim  Moran 

40,  wife  and  2 children 

24 

struck  off,  restored. 

Mary  Porter  . 

45,  widow  with  2 children  . 

16 

For  weeks  to  25  th  March,  2s. 

Of  the  foregoing  list,  Nos.  3,  8,  9,  having  land,  were  not  entitled  to  relief. 
^ ^ad  received  relief  but  for  one  week.  No.  8,  a hump-backed  man,  with  a 
wife  blind,  and  two  children,  had  been  struck  off  and  restored,  having  given  up 
his  land. 

Out  of  33  objections  taken  to  the  three  lists,  two  on  that  of  William  Proctors, 
were  sanctioned.  No.  7 and  8;  one  on  that  of  Thomas  Connor,  No.  12  ; and  three 
doubtful.  Nos.  7,  13,  15.  Two  on  that  of  James  Kelly. 

There  is  some  difficulty  in  meeting  the  complaint,  which  led  to  the  examination 
of  the  three  relieving  officers.  It  is  of  a gross  character,  involving  the  integrity 
of  the  Vice-Guardians  and  relieving  officers  in  the  administration  of  relief,  arid 
should  not  have  been  made  without  the  clearest  evidence  to  sustain  it. 

The  ex-Guardians  should  have  come  prepared  with  the  names  of  the  individuals 
in  receipt  of  out-door  relief,  whom  they  considered  not  entitled  to  receive  such, 
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and  not  have  required  such  postponements  from  day  to  day,  until  the  lists  were  Loughraa  Union, 
printed,  to  enable  them,  after  the  complaint  was  preferred,  to  prove  that  the  paid 
Guardians  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  parties  to  whom  they  were  giving  relief, 
and  that  most  flagrant  abuses  were  the  consequences. 

In  making  this  remark,  I cannot  be  considered  to  write  in  an  unkind  spirit, 
when  my  conviction  is  that  the  ex-Guardians  desire  that  the  distress  that  exists  and 
js  likely  to  exist  may  be  met  to  the  full  extent  the  law  authorizes. 

I do  not  think  that  matters  have  been  misrepresented  to  them,  and  that  they 
have  acted  upon  the  judgment  of  others  and  not  upon  their  own.  It  appears  from 
the  minutes  of  the  17th  March,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  passed  a resolution  that 
the  clerk  should  be  allowed  20.9.  per  week  to  procure  an  assistant  to  enable  him  to 
make  lists  of  the  in  and  out-door  relief  recipients,  and  that,  to  a want  of  active 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  clerk  is  to  be  attributed  the  delay  in  having  the 
required  lists  printed.  - 

The  Vice-Guardians  attend  from  time  to  time  at  the  offices  of  the  relieving 
officers  to  revise  the  lists.  They  seek  for  information  on  all  occasions,  and  there- 
fore cannot  he  considered  as  studiously  avoiding  it. 

Except  when  visiting  the  districts,  the  Vice-Guardians  are  to  be  found  at  the 
workhouse  from  morning  until  night  endeavouring  to  carry  forward  the  arduous 
duties  they  have  undertaken. 

On  Friday,  the  5th  instant,  the  investigation  into  the  administration  of  out-door 
relief  was  resumed,  the  Commissioners  not  authorizing  its  discontinuance,  as 
recommended  by  Sir  Thomas  Burke,  in  his  letter  of  the  1st;  and  10  cases  only 
had  been  adjudicated  upon.  On  Saturday  morning  Sir  Thomas  Burke  requested 
an  adjournment  to  Tuesday,  the  9th,  to  which  1 consented.  On  Tuesday  I re- 
mained m the  Board-room  for  several  hours,  when  none  of  the  ex-Guardians,  or 
any  person  for  them,  appeared.  I therefore  closed  the  proceedings. 

As  regards  the  destitution  that  exists  and  is  likely  to  exist  in  Loughrea  Union 
during  the  present  season,  both  absolutely  and  in  comparison  with  the  destitution 
which  existed  during  the  period  when  the  Temporary  Relief  Act  was  in  operation, 

1 beg  leave  to  state  that  I have  taken  evidence  upon  oath  from  persons  likely  to 
take  a correct  view  of  the  important  subject.  From  Mr.  Garret  Bucke,  rate- 
collector  for  the  electoral  divisions  of  Ballinakill,  Dooncry,  Portumna,  and 
leena,  and  under-agent  to  Sir  Thomas  Burke.  His  evidence  (S)  is  appended, 
together  with  that  of  Robert  Darcy,  Esq.,  agent  to  the  Marquis  of  Clanricarde 
(1)  ; that  of  Mr.  Thomas  Macklin,  contractor  and  general  merchant  (U)  ; that 
of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Burke,  P.  P.  of  Portumna  and  Kilgnane  (V)  ; that  of  Mr. 

Janies  Martin  Lynch,  rate-collector  for  the  electoral  divisions  of  Loughrea  Kil- 
chreest,  and  Killenadeeraa  (W)  ; that  of  William  Proctor,  relieving  officer  for 
Athenry,  Cranghwell,  and  Kilconaron,  and  that  of  the  Rev.  Pennefather  Graham, 
rector  of  Kilconaron,  together  with  a letter  from  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of 
Clonfert,  another  from  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  William  O’Grady,  and  a third  from 
Mr.  J.  Stanley,  all  of  which  I transmit  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners. 

I apprehend  distress  this  year  will  be  more  intense  than  it  was  last,  but  less 
extensive  the  population  being  so  much  reduced.  Destitution  last  year  was  defined 
by  each  Relief  Committee,  some  admitting  to  relief,  occupiers  of  five  acres  of  land, 
as  was  the  case  in  Loughrea  Union,  while  others  limited  the  quantity  of  land  to 
two  acres. 

Destitution  this  year  is  defined  by  law,  and  is  of  necessity  so  stringent  that  people 
are  obliged  to  make  every  exertion  to  relieve  themselves. 

Last  year  many  added  to  their  capital  to  enable  them  to  leave  the  country ; this 
year,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  rate-payers’  capital  is  daily  diminishin «•.  Last 
year,  though  provisions  were  considerably  dearer  than  they  are  this  year,  they  were 
more  easily  procured ; labour  was  carried  on  extensively,  money  was  in  circulation. 

I Ins  year  there  is  neither  labour  nor  money.  The  poor  are  by  degrees  parting 
with  all  they  have,  to  procure  food,  rather  than  part  with  their  land ; they  are 
ekemg  out  a miserable  existence  in  the  expectation  that  some  mode  of  employing 
the™  ™ay  »e  devised  ; but  I fear  that  many  will  find  they  have  delayed  too  long  to 
avail  themselves  of  that  relief  which  the  law  has  provided  for  the  destitute. 

Before  I conclude  this  report,  I must  not  omit  to  state  that  the  morning  I reached 
Loughrea  I inspected  the  workhouse  minutely.  I found  the  walls  of  the  dormitories 
well  whitewashed,  the  boards  thoroughly  clean,  the  bedding  perfect,  and  ventilation 
well  attended  to.  I found  the  women  employed  in  spinning,  knitting,  working  at 
different,  articles  of  clothing  for  the  use  of  the  house.  The  men’s  day- room  was 
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rather  (lamp  under  foot,  owing  to  its  being  below  the  level  of  the  yard  ; but  this  is 
soon  to  be  corrected.  . 

I have  frequently  visited  the  workhouses  during  the  time  I remained  at  Loughrea, 
and  from  the  attention  the  Vice-Guardians  pay  to  these  duties,  and  the  lively 
interest  they  take  in  the  welfare  of  the  Union,  I shall  indeed  be  greatly  disappointed 
if  Loughrea  workhouse  be  not,  ere  long,  both  for  economy,  order,  education,  and 
industry,  one  of  the  best  regulated  in  the  country. 

Enclosures. 

(A.) 

Proceedings  of  an  Investigation  conducted  by  Owen  Lloyd,  Esq.,  Poor  Law  Inspector, 
pursuant,  to  Instructions  from  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the 
Poor  in  Ireland,  at  the  Union  workhouse,  Loughrea,  on  Thursday  the  20th  April,  and 
following  days. 

Extract  from  Sir  Thomas  Burke's  Letter  to  the  Commissioners,  dated  13f/t  April. 

“ The  workhouses  are  in  a state  of  the  greatest  disorder,  and  under  the  paid  Board  there 
have  been  frequently,  and  we  believe  are  at  present , more  paupers  in  the  original  workhouse 
than  there  were  at  any  time  under  the  late  Board.” 

Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  being  duly  sworn,  saith — I was  master  of  the  workhouse  from  the 
2nd  May,  1846,  to  the  29th  March,  1848.  I was  in  the  habit  of  keeping  the  registry  of  the 
inmates.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  February  there  were  in  the  house  1136  persons  ; on  the 
]2th  February,  1034;  on  the  19th  February,  950;  on  the  26th  February,  1294;  on  the  27th 
February,  1279  ; on  the  28th  February,  1273  ; on  the  29th  February,  1191  ; on  the  1st  March, 
127S  ; on  the  2nd  March,  1300;  on  the  3rd  March,  1291 ; on  the  4th  March,  1338  ; on  the 
5th  March,  1329;  on  the  6th  March,  1308;  on  the  7th  March,  1093  ; on  the  8th  March,  1211  ; 
on  the  9th  March,  1150;  on  the  10th  March,  1155;  on  the  11th  March,  1170 ; on  the  12th 
March,  1132;  on  the  1 3th  March,  1114;  on  the  14th  March,  1065;  on  the  loth  March, 
1152,  outlie  16th  March,  1190;  on  the  17th  March,  1145;  on  the  18th  March,  1148 ; on  the 
19th  March,  1129;  on  the  20th  March,  1116;  on  the  2lst  March,  1144;  on  the  22nd  March, 
1154;  on  the  23rd  March,  1208;  on  the  24th  March,  1121 ; and  on  the  25th  March,  1135. 
The  workhouse  is  calculated  to  contain  800  paupers,  and  the  sheds  adjoining  100.  On  the 
night  of  the  25th  March,  the  Vice-Guardians  went  through  the  dormitories,  and  on  the  following 
Monday  informed  me  that  there  were  upon  the  books  150  persons  more  than  were  in  the  house. 
I did  not  accompany  the  Guardians  through  the  house. 

On  the  Monday  after,  Mr.  Richards  informed  me  that  150  persons  more  than  were  in  the 
house  were  oil  the  books.  I counted  the  house,  and  found  that  there  were  37  loss  than  were 
registered ; that  from  the  5*.h  February  to  the  25th  March,  rations  were  ordered  for  the  full 
number  of  persons  appearing  on  the  books.  The  paupers  in  the  house  go  to  bed  each  night  at 
8 o’clock.  To  the  best  of  my  belief,  it  was  between  8 and  9 o’clock  when  the  Vice-Guardians 
counted  the  house,  and  several  of  the  paupers  were  not  in  bed  at  the  time.  The  Vice- Guardians 
did  not  ask  me  the  cause  of  the  discrepancy  until  Monday  the  27th.  I sent  in  my  registration 
to  the  Vice- Guardians  on  or  about  the  1st  March.  I continued  as  master,  after  I tendered  my 
resignation,  until  the  29th  March,  when  a new  master  was  appointed.  I have  since  been  em- 
ployed in  the  house  instructing  the  new  master  to  keep  the  books,  for  which  1 am  to  be  paid 
21.  per  week,  The  master  told  me  that  Dr  Brodie  recommended  him  to  give  me  11.  per  week 
in  addition  to  the  17.  the  Vice-Guardians  were  to  give.  The  late  Board  of  Guardians  was 
■dissolved  on  the  13th  February,  when  the  number  in  the  workhouse  amounted  to  1024. 

Cross-examination  by  Mr.  Richards. — I do  not  recollect  having  given  at  any  time,  under  my 
hand,  a different  number  to  that  stated  lo  have  been  in  the  house  on  the  19th  February.  I might 
have  given  a return  to  satisfy  Mr.  Richards,  if  he  asked  me ; if  I gave  a return  from  the  books, 
it  would  be  the  same  as  I have  given. 

I gave  the  return  of  the  people  in  the  house  from  a diary  which  I kept  from  the  time  the 
houses  were  divided;  previous  to  that  period,  the  provision-book  was  the  diary. 

When  the  houses  were  divided,  a separate  provision  check  was  not  kept  for  each  establish- 
ment, nor  is  yet. 

The  provision  check  for  the  house  answered  for  the  three  establishments.  I kept  a diary, 
because  if  I had  not,  I would  not  have  known  what  provisions  to  have  sent  to  the  auxiliary 
houses.  I kept  the  return  now  produced  as  a diary ; it  is  a copy  from  a book  I kept  in  the 
office.  I took  the  copy  about  three  weeks  since;  it  is  a correct  transcript  from  the  book.  I did 
nor  expect  to  be  asked  any  questions  about  the  copy ; had  no  motive  for  taking  the  copy,  but 
just  to  have  it.  I swear  the  return  for  the  26th  February  was  correct ; the  number  1135,  on 
the  25th  March,  is  correct,  as  taken  from  the  books.  I instructed  the  present  master  of  the 
workhouse.  I could  not  do  so  in  one  week ; I do  not  think  I could  teach  him  in  two  weeks, 
or  in  three.  I gave  up  instructing  him  in  consequence  of  seeing  a letter  the  master  received 
from  Mr.  Richards,  threatening  to  suspend  him  if  he  saw  me  a«uin  in  the  office,  in  consequence 
of  the  disclosures  of  the  last  week.  Pat.  O’Brien. 


Saturday,  22nd  April. 

Cross-examination  continued. — Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien  sworn — I o-ave  provisions  for  the  exact 
number  each  day  as  returned,  and  according  to  the  quantity  that  each  person  was  entitled  to. 
I made  no  change  in  the  quantity  of  food  issued  daily,  after  Mr.  Richards  had  informed  me 
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there  were  150  persons  less  in  the  house  than  were  returned  as  in  the  workhouse  books.  I made  Lougbrea  Union. 

no  alteration  in  the  quantity  of  food  issued  after  I found,  upon  counting  the  house,  that  there 

were  37  persons  less  than  were  on  the  registry,  as  I supposed  the  persons  were  out ; they  were 

constantly  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  auxiliary  houses ; they  were  allowed  to  go  there.  I did 

not,  for  I could  not  prevent  them  ; nor  did  I take  much  trouble  about  it.  I left  the  house  in 

consequence  of  a new  master  being  appointed.  On  the  12th  February  1 22  boys  went  to  Bride- 

street  to  sleep,  and  remained  there  until  the  26tli  February,  when  they,  making  allowance  for 

sick,  with  others,  were  brought  back  by  order  of  the  Vice-Guardians.  On  the  28th  February, 

to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  87  chronic  cases  were  removed  out  of  the  workhouse  to  Bride- 

street  by  direction  of  either  the  clerk  or  Vice-Guardians;  that  on  the  same  day  Rev.  Mr. 

O’Loughlin  stated  that  several  of  these  persons  had  fever,  and  recommended  their  return. 

Severaf  were  brought  back,  but  I cannot  state  how  many.  In  or  about  three  weeks  before  I 
left  the  house,  on  one  occasion  a great  number  of  persons  were  admitted  by  order  ot  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  and  by  tickets  from  relieving  officers  ; that  I proposed  to  Mr.  Richards  the  people 
could  sleep  in  the  schoolroom,  if  he  had  no  objection,  and  that  I would  get  straw  and  blankets 
for  them,  to  which  Mr.  Richards  consented.  I provided  the  straw  and  blankets  for  the  people 
in  the  schoolrooms,  where  they  remained  until  morning,  and  slept  there  again  the  following 
njcrht.  Pat.  O’Brien. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  at  the  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  being 
first  duly  read,  22nd  April,  1848. 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


(B.) 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  George  Rawson  Richards,  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the 
Loughrea  Union,  who  being  duly  sworn,  saith — I never  gave  the  late  master,  Mr.  O’Brien,  an 
order  to  bring  a number  of  persons  from  Bride-street  into  this  workhouse,  without  an  order  to 
take  corresponding  number  out.  I also  directed  Mr.  O’Brien  to  take  a portion  of  bedding  to 
the  Brewery,  so  as  to  send  a draft  of  the  able-bodied  paupers  there,  with  a view  to  reduce  the 
number  in  the  workhouse.  The  master  stated  he  would  do  so,  and  I concluded  he  had,  until 
the  following  morning,  when  I learned  that  no  men  had  been  sent  to  the  Brewery.  I gave  the 
order  the  same  day  the  entry  was  made  upon  the  minutes.  I asked  Mr.  O’Brien  why  the 
change  was  not  made,  when  he  replied,  the  house  was  not  prepared,  and  it  was  late  when  he 
got  a portion  of  the  bedding  down.  I was  aware  the  Brewery  was  in  order,  as  the  contractor, 
who  had  his  tools  and  timber  about  the  place,  gave  me  permission  to  send  beds  down.  I recol- 
lect one  night  that  Mr.  O’Brien  stated  to  me  that  a great  number  of  persons  had  been  sent  into 
the  house  on  tickets  from  relieving  officers,  in  addition  to  those  admitted,  and  more  than  he  had 
accommodation  for  in  the  probationary  wards,  and  that  if  I had  no  objection,  he  would  accom- 
modate them  in  the  two  schoolrooms  for  the  night,  as  he  had  bedding  sufficient.  I stated  I had 
an  objection,  as  I feared  the  paupers  would  commit  nuisance  iu  the  rooms,  and  render  them 
unfit  for  the  reception  of  the  children  in  the  morning.  Mr.  O’Brien  said  he  did  not  think  they 
would  do  so  for  the  time  they  would  be  there;  that  he  would  have  plenty  of  buckets  for  them, 
and  caution  them,  and  have  "it  cleaned  out  at.  an  early  hour  in  the  morning.  I stated  that  under 
the  circumstances  I did  not  know  how  to  act  with  them  at  that  hour  of  the  night,  but  that  they 
could  not  continue  to  remain  there.  I visited  the  schoolrooms  the  following  morning,  and 
found  they  had  been  cleaned  out,  and  no  unpleasant  effects  from  their  having  been  slept  in.  I 
saw  some  beds  in  the  upper  corner  of  the  schoolroom,  not  straw.  I remember  the  night  of  the 
25th  March,  when  Dr.  Brodie  and  I counted  the  house.  I found  a number  of  persons  in  the 
probationary  wards  that  had  been  admitted  and  not  reported  to  the  Vice- Guardians,  although 
they  had  sat  in  the  Board-room  until  a quarter  to  7 o’clock.  Of  this  number  some  were  sleeping 
on  "beds,  some  on  straw.  Dr.  Brodie  and  I expressed  our  surprise  at  the  numbers  in  the 
rooms,  and  on  mentioning  the  matter  to  Mr.  O’Brien  on  the  following  day,  he  stated  that  the 
relieving  officers  had  sent  in  a great  number  of  them  upon  provisional  tickets.  Observing  the 
positionm  which  we  stood,  we  directed  the  relieving  officers  to  discontinue  the  issues  of  provi- 
sional tickets,  as  we  could  not  place  confidence  in  the  principal  officers  of  the  house,  and  as  the 
only  means  left  us  to  prevent  the  over-crowding  of  the  house  was  directing  all  cases  to  come 
before  us  for  adjudication.  I did  not,  upon  any  occasion  after  the  first  week  of  office,  know  of 
a greater  number  sleeping  in  the  house  than  was  authorized,  except  in  the  hospital,  where  the 
Vice- Guardians,  upon  their  arrival,  found  them  sick  and  incapable  of  being  removed,  until  the 
morning  of  the  25th,  when  I asked  Mr.  O’Brien  for  the  return  of  persons  sleeping  upon  the  last 
and  preceding  nights,  when  Mr.  O’Brien  handed  me  a return,  stating  that  1111  persons  slept 
in  the  house.  I did  not  credit  the  statement,  and  determined  to  count  the  house  that  night.  I 
did  so,  and  found  the  numbers  to  amount  to  652  persons  in  the  house,  apart  from  the  infirmary. 
I did  not,  until  the  29th,  when  the  new  master  was  elected,  make  any  change  in  the  issue  of 
rations.  I took  the  master  ou  that  day  through  the  house  to  give  him  instruction  what  to  do, 
and  told  him  there  were  upwards  of  100  more  on  the  books  than  were  actually  in  the  house, 
and  to  make  a reduction  in  the  issue  of  food  accordingly.  I counted  the  house  on  the  night  of 
the  25th  or  morning  of  the  26tb,  and  on  the  following  Monday,  the  27th,  called  the.  attention 
of  the  master  to  the  discrepancy,  by  letter;  he  replied  by  letter,  as  appears  upon  the  minutes. 
— ( A copy  of  letter  and  reply  is  appended.  See  No.  1.) 


5 Y 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


890  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Loughrea  Union.  No.  1. 

Mr.  O’Brien,  Workhouse,  March  28,  1848. 

You  will  please  to  bring  up  the  Provision  Check  Account,  balanced  up  to  Saturday, 
the  25th  March  instant,  showing  the  numbers  for  which  rations  are  charged  on  that  day,  and 
you  will  please  to  account  (in  writing)  for  the  difference  in  the  numbers  returned  in  the  Com- 
missioners’ Copy  of  Minutes,  and  the  number  actually  in  the  house  on  that  night. 

I am,  &c., 

Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien.  (Signed)  Geo.  It.  Richards. 

Master’s  Reply. 

gIR>  Workhouse,  March  29,  1848. 

I beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  directing  me  to  bring  up  the  “ Provision 
Check  Account,”  balanced  to  the  25th  March  instant,  showing  the  number  for  which  rations 
were  charged  on  that  day,  and  also  to  account  in  writing  for  the  difference  in  the  numbers  for 
which  rations  were  charged  on  that  night,  and  the  numbers  returned  in  the  Commissioners’ 
Copy  of  the  Minutes ; and  in  reply  have  to  state,  that  I was  not  aware  of  any  discrepancy 
between  the  numbers  relieved  in  the  workhouse  and  those  on  the  books,  until  I was  informed 
by  you. 

’ I further  state,  that  some  of  the  inmates  might  have  gone  out  without  my  knowledge,  the 
front  building  having  been  densely  crowded  by  day,  and  a great  number  of  them  having  their 
own  clothes  on.  The  porter  may  not  know  them  from  the  applicants,  and  having  no  porter  at 
all  for  some  time. 

Also,  the  paupers  are  sent  daily  to  and  from  the  town-houses  without  any  officer  of  the  house 
to  accompany  them. 

I am,  &c., 

F.  Coffey,  Clerk  of  Loughrea  Union.  (Signed)  Patrick  O’Brien. 


Copy  of  a Letter  to  Mr.  William  Baner, 

Assistant  Master  from  the  Vice-Guardians. 

Loughrea  Union, 

March  29,  1848. 

Mr.  William  Baker, 

Mr.  O’Brien,  late  master,  in  reply  to 
a letter  of  mine,  states  that  some  of  the  paupers 
may  have  left  the  concern  without  his  know- 
ledge, and  that  amongst  other  things,  that  the 
paupers  are  sent  daily  from  the  town-houses 
without  any  officer  of  the  house  to  accompany 
them. 

In  reference  to  this  you  will  state  on  the 
opposite  side,  whether  you  have  been  guilty  of 
such  neglect  as  to  suffer  the  paupers  under 
your  care  to  proceed  between  the  several  work- 
houses  in  the  Union,  without  you  or  a respon- 
sible wardsman  to  accompany  them. 

Geo.  R.  Richards. 

Copy  of  a Letter  to  Mr.  White,  Porter,  in 
reference  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  statement. 

Workhouse,  March  29,  1848. 

Mr.  White, 

In  a letter  received  from  Mr.  O’Brien, 
the  late  master,  in  reply  to  one  of  mine,  dated 
the  29th  instant,  calling  on  him  to  account  for 
the  discrepancy  between  the  numbers  actually 
in  the  house,  and  the  numbers  returned  on  the 
minutes,  as  being  there  on  Saturday,  the  25th 
instant ; he  states,  that  some  of  the  inmates 
might  have  gone  out  without  his  knowledge, 
the  front  building  being  densely  crowded  every 
day,  and  numbers  of  them  having  their  own 
clothes  on.  The  porter  may  not  know  them 
from  the  applicants. 

In  reference  to  this  statement  of  Mr.  O’Brien, 
you  will  please  explain  in  writing  whether  you 
permit  the  inmates  of  the  house  to  mingle  in 
the  hall  with  the  applicants  for  relief,  and 
whether  any  paupers  have  been  permitted  by 
you  to  leave  the  house  through  your  entrance 
without  being  regularly  discharged. 

I am,  &c., 

Geo.  R.  Richards. 


Copy  of  Mr.  Baner’s  Letter  in  reply  to 
the  opposite. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  leave  to  state  that  I have  been 
hitherto  unacquainted  with  the  duties  of  my 
situation  unless  to  obey  any  orders  given  me 
by  the  gentlemen  Guardians,  and  Mr. 
O’Brien,  the  master. 

Respecting  the  paupers  of  the  town-houses, 
it  is  impossible  that  I can  account  for  them 
whilst  I am  employed  in  the  workhouse.  A 
number  of  them  comes  here  every  morning  to 
breakfast,  and  any  directions  I get  in  future  I 
shall  feel  a pleasure  in  attending  to  them. 

I remain,  &c. 

William  Baner. 

Assistant  Master. 


Mr.  White’s  (the  Porter)  Letter  in  reply. 

Sir,  Workhouse,  March  29,  1848. 

In  reply  to  yours  of  this  date,  I have 
not  permitted  the  inmates  of  the  house  to  mix 
with  the  applicants  looking  for  relief,  I am  at 
present  in  the  greatest  need  of  a pass  key,  the 
smith  having  mine,  and  no  matter  what  lock 
was  to  be  repaired,  my  key  the  smith  would  be 
told  to  get. 

The  locks  are  off  the  doors  at  present,  and 
I am  doing  the  best  I can  to  prevent  the 
inmates  from  mixing  with  the  applicants.  The 
master  to-day  sent  me  persons  without  dis- 
charges, which  I have,  and  the  matron,  dis- 
charged with  their  own  dress  (young  girls)  but 
persons  can  readily  and  easily  pass  through  the 
side  gates,  both  in  and  out,  which  might  have 
caused  confusion. 

I am,  &c. 

Peter  White, 

Porter. 

Mr.  Richards , Vice-Guardian. 
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No.  2. 

February  24,  1848. 

The  medical  officer  was  sent  for  and  consulted  as  to  the  propriety  of  removing  the 
several  non-contagious  and  chronic  cases  at.  present  treated  in  the  body  ot  the  house,  to  the 
house  taken  in  town,  when  the  school-boys  were  sent  by  the  late  Board,  but  which  the  Vice- 
Guardians  considered  unsuited  for  them. 

Dr.  Cloran  approved  of  the  suggestions,  and  the  Board  gave  directions  to  have  the  several 
patients  removed  there  without  delay.  The  bedding  which  was  in  the  premises  to  be  removed 
to  the  Brewery  for  the  reception  of  the  able-bodied  male  paupers  to-night. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  men  and  boys  now  in  the  workhouse  be  sent  to  the  Brewery  with  the 
exception  of  all  those  confined  to  beds.  The  entry',  the  removal  of  bedding  and  boys  upon 
the  minutes  was  the  24th  February  ; repeatedly  during  the  month  of  March,  the  early  part,  I 
gave  directions  to  have  the  entire  of  the  male  school  removed  out  of  the  house,  which  directions 
the  master  disobeyed,  the  directious  do  not  appear  upon  the  minutes.  I was  informed  by  Dr. 
Brodie,  his  directions  upon  the  same  subject  were  also  disobeyed,  and  that  we  could  not  cal- 
culate. upon  any  order  that  we  gave  being  carried  out;  that  Dr.  Brodie  had  to  superintend  the 
removal  of  the  boys  to  the  Brewery,  his  directions  to  that  effect  not  being  carried  out.  I had 
a conversation  with  Mr.  O’Brien  some  time  previous  to  the  25th  March,  respecting  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  house,  and  I asked  him  whether  any  of  the  male  paupers  were  lodged  in  this 
establishment  since  the  school-boys  were  sent  away'.  He  stated  not,  except  what  might  be  in 
the  probationaries ; and  he  also  stated,  that  all  the  boys  had  been  removed  to  the  Brewery 
upon  the  night  of  the  25th.  After  Mr.  O’Brien  had  told  me  all  the  boys  had  been  removed 
out  of  the  house,  I found  either  15  or  18  boys  in  it,  contrary  to  my  directions  and  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
assertions.  I was  the  same  night  obliged  to  send  about,  the  hour  of  10  o’clock  those  boys  to 
the  Brewery. 

I do  not  remember  whether  the  letter  I addressed  to  Mr.  O’Brien  was  dated  the  27th,  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection  it  was,  though  it  appeared  upon  the  minutes  to  be  the  28th.  I 
frequently  correspond  with  the  Commissioners,  and  report,  upon  the  conduct  of  the  officers 
generally.  I cannot  say  that  I reported  Mr.  O'Brien’s  disobedience  specially  to  the  Com- 
missioners. The  Provision  Check  Account  has  not  been  kept  since  the  8th  April,  up  to  which 
time  it  was  kept  by  Mr.  O’Brien. 

George  R.  Richards,  Vice- Guardian. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me  this  26th  day  of  April,  at  Loughrea  Union 
workhouse. 

Owen  L.  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


(C.) 

The  evidence  of  John  M'Carthy,  who  being  duly  sworn  saith — I was  appointed  master 
of  the  Loughrea  Union  workhouse  on  the  29th  March,  on  which  day*  Mr.  Richards  informed 
me  that  there  were  upon  the  registry  about  100  more  than  were  actually  in  the  house,  that  for 
the  three  days  of  the  week  food  was  cooked  for  the  full  number  appearing  upon  the  book,  that 
on  Friday  there  were  24  rations  cooked  more  than  was  required,  and  on  Saturday  30.  Cannot 
say  the  exact  number  in  each  house;  cannot  tell  the  number  of  paupers  chargeable  upon  each 
electoral  division,  has  not  kept  the  relief  list;  cannot  tell  average  cost  of  each  pauper,  as  he 
has  not  had  the  daily  returns  regularly  from  hospital,  would  know  how  to  make  the  average 
cost  if  he  had  the  return.  The  paupers  have  occasionally  complained  there  were  not  sufficient 
number  of  rations  issued. 

John  M'Carthy. 


Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me  at  the 
duly  read,  26th  April,  1848. 


Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  being  first 
Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


(DO 

The  evidence  of  Henry  Cloran , medical  officer  to  the  Loughrea  Union  workhouse, 
bein°r  duly  sworn,  saith — I am  the  person  who  admits  patients  into  the  hospitals ; the  hospital 
is  calculated  to  contain  50  patients,  and  the  sheds  100. 

The  number  in  the  hospital  and  sheds  on  Saturday,  the  22nd  April,  amounted  to  401 ; I 
was  desired  by  the  Inspector  to  put  every  fever  and  dysenteric  cases  into  the  hospital  and  sheds 
out  of  the  house;  I receive  into  hospital  from  Bride-street  when  they  can  be  removed  all  fever 
and  dysenteric  cases.  When  the  late  Guardians  ceased  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  there 
were  in  hospital  267  patients  including  sheds.  The  medical  return  is  the  book  to  guide  the 
master  in  the  issue  of  rations,  the  return  given  by  the  apothecary  is  not  correct,  though  it  is 
upon  that  return  the  provision  for  the  hospital  has  been  estimated  : the  return  for  Saturday,  the 
22nd,  as  made  out  by  me  is  correct,  the  number  being  517.  I do  not  believe  the  return  sent 
in  by  the  apothecary  as  571  is  accurate. 

Henry  Cloran,  M.D. 


Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me 
Union  workhouse. 


this  26th  day  of  April,  1848,  at  Loughrea 
Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 
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Loughrea  Union. 


(E.) 

Patrick  Skerrett,  Esq.,  member  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  of  Loughrea  Union, 
being  duly  sworn,  saith — That,  I have  visited  the  workhouse  frequently  since  the  dissolution  of 
the  late  Board,  one  week  daily ; on  one  occasion  I met  Dr.  Brodie,  and  mentioned  to  him  that 
I was  informed  there  was  a greater  number  in  the  house  then,  than  upon  the  occasion  of  the 
dissolution  of  the  Board.  Dr.  Brodie  replied,  “ I am  sure  you  are  misinformed."  I came 
into  the  house  immediately  after,  and  asked  the  master  to  show'  me  the  books,  I looked  over 
them,  and  found  the  number  correspond  with  that  I had  told  Dr.  Brodie,  and  which  number 
was  greater  than  what  we  were  dismissed  for,  I do  not  recollect,  the  number  now,  but  1 gave  it 
on  a slip  of  paper  to  Mr.  Smith.  I recollect  having  gone  from  the  front  house  through  the 
passage  and  garden  by  the  master’s  office  to  the  dining-hall,  and  observed  a great  number  of 
paupers  at  dinner,  both  male  and  female,  in  their  own  clothes  ; I think  from  1U0  to  150.  On 
two  or  three  occasions,  during  that  week  I visited  the  probationary  wards,  they  appeared  to  be 
more  crowded  than  ever  I had  seen  them  before ; during  that  week  also,  I very  often  saw'  men 
in  the  women’s  yard ; the  house  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  more  orderly  than  before  we  were 
dismissed.  I was  in  the  Board-room  upon  one  occasion,  and  did  not  consider  there  wras  any 
appearance  of  improvement  there.  Books  and  papers  about  the  table  and  floor.  I have  seen 
the  paupers  repeatedly  about  the  streets  seemingly  not  on  business,  I heard  the  Vice-Guardians 
had  provided  passes  for  the  paupers  going  out ; I have  frequently  met  paupers  since ; I demanded 
their  passes,  and  never  got  but  one.  I recollect  the  late  Board  did  all  in  its  power  to  provide 
additional  accommodation  and  clothing  for  the  paupers,  and  threatened  to  sue  one  of  the  con- 
tractors for  failing  to  make  good  his  contract  regarding  clothes.  I know  there  is  a great  abuse 
in  the  out-door  relief;  I knew  one  man,  a tenant  of  my  own,  who  is  able-bodied,  has  two  acres 
of  land,  and  up  to  Monday  last  received  40  lbs.  of  meal  weekly.  I also  know  several  able- 
bodied  men  in  employment  who  are  in  receipt  of  out-door  relief. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Richards. — It.  was  the  latter  end  of  February  or  beginning  of  March  that 
I^was  in  the  habit  of  daily  visiting  during  a week ; does  not.  recollect  the  day  the  Vice- 
Guardians  commenced  their  duties;  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  workhouse  while  acting  as 
Guardian  very  frequently  until  fever  broke  out;  never  visited  the  house  since  the  Vice- 
Guardians  were  appointed  but  that  week,  and  oil  one  occasion  more  when  I came  about 
letting  land  for  a cemetery,  and  I think  that  was  about  the  10th  March;  is  not  in  a position 
to  say  what  the  state  of  the  house  is  in  now,  not  having  visited  it,  but  hears  there  was  a great 
deal  of  trouble  taken  with  it  the  last  week;  I saw  some  men  in  the  female  yards  the  week  I 
was  in  the  habit  of  coming  here;  I cannot  swear  the  men  were  sent  upon  business  to  the 
female  yard,  I siuy  them  doing  nothing  but  talking;  I did  not  represent  these  irregularities  to 
the  Vice-Guardians.  I was  examining  the  books  and  taking  extracts,  but  did  not  scatter 
them  about  the  room  as  I was  not  in  it;  cannot  say  whether  the  books  that  were  about  the 
floor  were  the  books  of  the  Union  or  those  of  the  Relief  Committees.  I will  not  take  upon 
myself  to  say  that  the  entire  number  I saw  upon  the  books  slept  in  the  house,  but  I believe 
they  did,  because  the  numbers  that  slept  in  the  two  houses  in  town  were  deducted ; I could  not 
tell  the  numbers  that  were  deducted  now ; I took  the  numbers  from  the  books  ; I cannot  say 
from  my  own  knowledge  the  numbers  that  slept  in  the  houses  in  town  having  got  them  from 
the  master  (O’Brien.)  ° e 

Patrick  Skkhrett. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me  at  the  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  29 lh 
April,  1848. 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


(F-) 

John  Murphy,  writing  clerk,  being  duly  sworn  saith — I had  been  in  the  habit  of 
ass, sling  m makmg  up  the  master’s  books ; I am  partially  acquainted  with  the  books  kept  in 
°“,ce  ; } ™ "f  of  My  such  book  being  kept  as  would  show  the  numbers  that  Sept 
many  particular  house;  I saw  no  memorandum  that  would  show  the  amount  of  provision 
vHTr  , “ a”y  house  i many  of  the  persons  that  slept  in  the  Brewery  were  brought  back  to 
breakfast.*  ' “y  whether  a11  ,he  Pa“Pers  that  slept  in  the  brewery  were  brought  back  to 

-S-r  T,wmas,S Bart.— Does  not  know  how  the  master  could  tell 
S them  y Fr<msl0“s  to  so,li  *°  the  Brewery,  perhaps  he  had  the  numbem,  hut  I did  not 

J.  Murphy. 

lM8anbei^flm'dufy  mad63’6  ^ L°ushrel  Union  '™'khouse  this  1st  May, 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

(G.) 

reedXv1  ’f*16  workhouses  are  in  a state  of  the  greatest  disorder,’’  being 

as”a  wLmsF ^ ? k ° Br‘en’  mM,er  of  lUe  workhouse,  up  to  29th  March  was  produced 

,1.  SUly  fT?  8ai*-1  ha’a  that  part  of  the  letter  that  conveyed 

the  dissolution  ol  the  late  Board  o!  Guardians,  namely,  the  paupers  wearing  their  own  clothes ; 
probationary  yards  in  a hltliy  state,  also  the  privies.  Saw  an  improvement  in  the  house  from 
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the  time  the  Vice-Guardians  came,  also  the  probationary  yards,  the  probationary  yards  were  Loughrea  Union. 

in  a better  way  by  being  dug  up  and  having  cabbage  plants  planted  in  one  of  them ; the  yard  

that  Dr.  Phelan  complained  of  was  cleaned  also,  the  floor  of  the  privies  in  the  probationary 
yards.  Such  of  the  paupers  as  had  not  room  in  the  probationary  wards  were  removed  into 
the  body  of  the  house  to  sleep,  they  wore  their  own  clothes,  the  practice  continued  as  lon«  as 
I remained.  Since  the  appointment  of  the  Vice- Guardians,  classification  was  not  better 
observed  than  during  the  time  the  late  Guardians  were  in  office.  The  Vice-Guardians  com- 
plained to  me  seeing  men  and  women  in  the  kitchen  together.  The  paupers  slept  on  straw  in 
the  probationary  wards  frequently  since  the  Yice-Guardians  were  appointed.  School  requisiies 
were  supplied  by  the  Vice-Guardians  in  about  three  weeks  after  their  arrival.  The  female 
probationary  ward  has  been  often  overcrowded.  The  paupers  have  sometimes  remained  in 
their  own  clothes  for  three  weeks  after  their  admission. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Richards. — On  more  than  one  or  two  occasions  paupers  have 
remained  in  their  own  clothes  for  three  weeks ; I do  not  recollect  receiving  instructions  from 
the  ^Vice-Guardians  about  the  clothes  for  the  paupers;  they  may  have  given  directions,  but  I 
don't  recollect  them,  there  were  no  clothes  for  them.  The  matron  told  me  that  Mr.  Richards 
told  her  if  she  did  not  get.  the  women  to  make  the  linen  that  he  should  get  it  done  himself. 

It  was  to  the  female  wards  the  women  were  removed  from  the  probationary  wards  to  sleep. 

Dr.  Brodie  brought  me  from  the  dining  hall  to  the  privy  in  the  adult  female  yard,  which  was 
in  a very  dirty  state,  not  very  long  after  the  Vice-Guardians  came,  it  might  be  about  a week ; 
cannot  recollect  what  directions  Dr.  Brodie  gave  me  about  the  privy;  he  called  my  attention 
to  it,  and  I told  the  matron  to  have  it  cleaned  out ; cannot  swear  that  Dr.  Brodie  told  me 
that  the  state  of  the  privies  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  late  Board  was  dissolved,  and  that 
if  the  Inspector  came  down,  I would  lose  my  situation;  cannot  swear  that  my  attention  was 
drawn  to  the  state  of  the  privies  upon  a previous  occasion ; I cannot  swear  that  I followed  out 
all  the  instructions  I received  from  the  Vice-Guardians;  I recollect  bringing  the  punishment- 
book  before  the  Vice- Guardians  with  the  names  of  some  persons  punished  for  misconduct; 
the  Vice-Guardians  said  they  could  not  approve  of  the  punishment,  because  the  place  was 
not  clean,  or  words  to  that  effect.  I do  not  recollect  my  attention  to  have  been  drawn  by  the 
Vice- Guardians  to  a nuisance  in  the  refractory  cell  or  on  passage  leading  from  the  porter’s 
hall  to  the  body  of  the  house ; if  I saw  a nuisance  either  in  the  refractory  cell  or  on  the 
passage  leading  from  the  porter’s  hall  to  the  body  of  the  house,  I would  have  it  removed 
without  an  order.  Is  not  aware  that  Dr.  Brodie  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  privies  almost 
every  day,  on  coming  to  the  house ; is  not  aware  that  Dr.  Brodie  stood  by  one  day  to  have 
the  privy  cleaned ; does  not  recollect  any  improvement,  except  the  chimney  in  the  nursery 
being  prevented  smoking,  and  the  pumps  repaired,  and  a great  quantity  of  clothing  provided, 
and  shoes,  and  desks,  and  forms,  and  a ventilator  over  the  doors  of  the  schoolrooms,  and  a 
tailor,  and  a shoemaker  employed  to  instruct  the  boys,  wheels,  flax,  wool,  aud  cards  provided 
tor  the  women;  the  clothing  for  the  paupers  was  at  all  times  since  1 came  made  in  the  house, 
with  the  exception  of  the  frieze  jackets. 

Pat.  O’Brien. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me  at  the  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  the  2Sth 
April,  1848,  being  first  duly  read. 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

(H.) 

Denis  Phelan,  Esq.,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  being  duly  sworn,  saith — The  house  is  vastly 
improved,  and  all  the  workhouse  premises,  since  the  period  I made  my  last  report,  bearino- 
date  the  9th  February.  The  dormitories  are  now  very  clean,  and  ventilation,  though  not  fully 
carried  out,  considerably  improved.  The  bedding  is  also  improved;  l cannot  make  use  of  a 
stronger  expression  than  that  the  whole  is  vastly  improved.  The  hospitals  are  improved  though 
not  in  as  satisfactory  a state  as  could  be  wished.  The  reason  they  are  not  in  such  a satisfactory 
state  as  could  be  wished,  is,  that  there  are  more  patients  necessarily  put  into  them  than  there 
is  hospital  accommodation  for  ; for  instance,  in  the  fever  sheds  there  are  two  patients  in  each 
bed,  always  an  unsatisfactory  arrangement  if  it  can  be  avoided,  and  145  patients  in  two  sheds 
intended  only  for  100.  I am  not  aware  that  the  Vice-Guardians  have  t he  means  of  sendiuir 
the  excess  of  these  fever  patients  to  any  other  place.  In  the  same  manner,  the  infirmary”, 
although  kept  in  excellent  order,  is  partly  overcrowded  with  chronic  and  dysenteric  patients, 
although  not  so  much  overcrowded  as  when  I made  my  report.  I do  consider  Dr.  Cioran 
perfectly  fit  for  his  situation,  being,  as  I understand,  a medical  graduate  of  one  of  the  first, 
colleges  in  Europe.  I do  cousider  Dr.  Cioran  a fit  medical  officer  for  the  Union,  and  be^  to 
add,  that  upon  several  occasions,  I have  accompanied  him  through  the  sick  wards,  and  have 
heard  him  describe  the  cases  of  several  patients  in  such  a manner  as  to  satisfy  me  that  he 
fully  understood  them.  I have  reason  to  believe  that  he  has  devoted  six,  eight,  and  ten  hours 
a day  to  the  treatment  of  his  patients,  whom  he  has  frequently  visited  twice  a day. 

To  a question  put  by  Sir  Thomas  Burke,  namely  : — "With  all  the  wonderful  improvements 
you  speak  of,  as  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  house,  and  its  general  improvement,  how  do  you 
account  for  the  great  mortality  that  occurs  weekly  ? ” Answer. — " That  at  a period  when  a 
large  proportion  of  the  population  is  in  a state  of  destitution,  and  when  a considerable  number 
of  those  destitute  are  admitted  into  the  workhouse,  many  of  those  so  admitted  are  found  to  be 
in  broken  health,  or  affected  with  serious  contagious  diseases,  and  that  amongst  them,  under 
such  circumstances,  a large  mortality  maybe  always  expected.”  I beg  to  add,  that  I have  not 
said  wonderful  improvement ; vastly  improved  were  the  words  I used.  I visited  the  house 
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once  since  the  5th  February,  and  this  day  it.  was  on  the  12th  April.  I visited  it,  I found 
the  house  improved  from  what  it  had  .been,  but  by  no  means  as  much  as  it  is  no  w 
1 cannot  say  whether  the  house  was  improved  between  tile  5th  when  I made  my  report,  and 
the  dissolution  of  the  Board,  not  having  visited  it.  I do  know  the  Board  was  exerting  itself 
to  provide  additional  accommodation.  I saw  Mr.  Smith’s  house  in  progress  of  fitting  up 
and  approved  of  it  for  a dormitory.  The  possession  of  additional  houses  enabled  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  make  the  described  improvements,  being  a portion  of  the  means  which  enable 


them  to  do  so. 


Denis  Phelan. 


Sworn  and  acknowledged 
April,  1840. 


before  me  at  the  Loiighrea  Union  workhouse,  28th 
Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


C1-) 

Ferdinand  Coffey,  clerk  to  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  and  now  clerk  to  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians, being  duly  sworn,  saith— That  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Guardians  at  the  time  of 
his  appointment  on  the  11th  December  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  was  4/.  3j.  Id.,  that  a 
rate  of  3.?.  in  the  pound  was  put  in  collection  early  in  January,  that  up  to  the  period  the  late 
Board  was  dissolved  39117.  was  collected,  and  21177.  paid  for  outstanding  debts,  and  a balance 
remaining  to  credit  of  Guardians  1790Z.  17f.  Id.,  that  there  were  fewer  persons  in  the  house 
at  the  period  the  Board  was  dissolved  than  when  Dr.  Phelan  made  his  report,  that  in  wet 
weather  the  Board-room  was  damp  and  the  floor  covered  with  water,  particularly  when  the 
wind  was  from  the  west,  when  the  rain  beats  through  the  soffit  of  the  windows,  and  the  joints 
of  the  walls,  that  I have  seen  men  and  women  in  the  town  in  the  workhouse  clothes  late  at 
night,  going,  I think,  for  water. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Richards. — There  is  no  other  place  to  procure  water  for  Bride- 
street  than  where  1 saw  the  people ; I know  the  Vice-Guardians  to  have  endeavoured  to 
prevent  the  paupers  going  into  the  town  by  having  pass  cards  provided  for  the  messengers. 
I have  seen  the  paupers  more  than  once  in  the  streets,  but  cannot  say  whether  they  were  on 
business. 

Ferdinand  Coffey. 


Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me  at  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  29th  April, 
1848. 


Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


(J.) 

Henry  Cloran,  M.D.,  being  duly  sworn,  saith — I was  medical  officer  to  the  Loughrea 
Union  workhouse  previous  to  the  dissolution  of  the  late  Board ; the  yards  of  the  workhouse 
are  clear ; the  privies  of  the  house  were  kept  clean ; the  house  is  not  as  orderly  as  it  ought  to 
be  ; classification  is  not  strictly  observed  ; I cannot  say  the  number  in  the  probationary  wards 
at  night ; I recollect  reckoning  the  men  one  night  as  they  were  going  from  the  probationary 
day  ward  to  the  probationary  sleeping  ward.  I have  seen  paupers  frequently  in  their  own 
clothes.  The  sleeping  rooms  are  very  clean  since  the  Vice-Guardians  came.  I remarked  at 
times  on  passing  the  male  day  ward  that  it  was  filthy ; the  women’s  day-room  very  clean.  I 
saw  the  paupers  sleeping  on  straw  in  the  boys’  school-room  ; I sent  a message  to  Mr.  O’Brien 
to  have  blankets  provided,  and  they  were  that  night.  I found  a sick  woman  in  the  pro- 
bationary ward  lying  on  straw;  there  were  a great  number  in  the  probationary  ward  at  the 
time;  I consider  they  were  too  many ; I have  never  seen  any  of  the  paupers  drunk;  I have 
seen  them  in  the  streets  and  reprimanded  them  for  it.  During  the  last  week  the  house  has 
been  very  much  cleaned.  During  the  time  I have  been  here  I have  always  observed  great 
cleaning  was  carried  forward  wheu  any  person  was  expected  to  visit  the  house ; aud  if  the 
matron  made  the  same  exertion  at  all  times  as  is  essentially  necessary,  and  as  she  did  lately, 
it  would  tend  more  to  the  benefit  and  health  of  the  people,  and  to  the  credit  of  both  sets  of 
Guardians. 

The  hospital  requisites  are  very  much  improved.  I know  of  one  individual  getting  relief 
that  ought  not  to  get  it,  and  many  that  I recommended,  had  not  their  names  put  upon  the 
list. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Richards. — I have  visited  the  privies  of  the  men  and  women’s  yard  and 
the  probationary  yard  privies ; they  are  in  a much  more  satisfactory  state  than  in  the  time 
of  the  ex- Guardians.  It  was  the  hospital  privies  I swore  were  not  in  a satisfactory  state, 
they  have  not  been  in  a satisfactory  state  for  the  last  four  or  five  weeks,  although  I requested 
of  both  masters  to  have  them  cleaned;  I told  both  the  Vice-Guardians  the  state  the  privies 
were  in,  and  they  made  every  exertion  to  have  them  cleaned.  I am  aware  that  Dr.  Phelan 
visited  the  workhouse  since  the  dissolution  of  the  late  Board,  it  was  about  the  12th  April  that 
Dr.  Phelan  visited  the  workhouse ; the  day  that  Dr.  Phelan,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Richards 
and  myself,  visited  the  house  the  men  were  in  the  act  of  taking  up  human  excrement  by  mixing 
it  with  turf  mould  from  the  floor  of  the  privy,  it  was  necessary  to  add  turf  mould  to  enable 
the  men  to  move  the  excrement.  I cannot  say  if  the  men  took  anything  out  of  the  pit  of  the 
privy,  but  I saw  half  a foot  of  human  excrement  on  the  seat ; the  men  took  something  away  in 
barrows,  which  I believe  was  human  excrement,  the  privies  are  now  in  a most  creditable  state. 
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Considering  there  were  too  many  in  the  probationary  ward,  I walked  up  to  the  Board-room  to 
Dr.  Brodie,  and  told  him  the  numbers  that  were  there,  and  that  I thought  it  would  be 
advisable  to  have  some  of  them  removed  to  the  day-room  underneath.  Is  not  in  the  habit  of 
daily  visiting  the  probationary  ward,  but  finding  so  many  there  and  so  many  sick,  I consi- 
dered it  necessary  to  visit  them  and  have  the  sick  immediately  removed;  I cannot  say  the 
number  of  sick  I selected  from  the  healthy  ; I am  not  in  the  habit  of  examining  each  pauper 
upon  his  admission,  as  my  time  can  be  more  beneficially  employed  amongst  the  sick  paupers, 
aud  my  attention  is  directed  to  every  person  apparently  sick  in  the  probationary  wards. 
I cannot  recollect  the  time  I saw  the  woman  lying  in  the  probationary  wards;  I recollect 
the  time  I saw  the  people  in  their  own  clothes  in  the  house,  was  the  time  the  men  slept  in  the 
boys’  schoolroom.  I have  seen  the  women  in  the  Bishop’s  House  in  their  own  clothes  fre- 
quently. It  was  I sent  the  paupers  from  the  workhouse  to  the  Bishop’s  House.  I have  never 
made  a representation  to  the  Vice-Guardians  that  did  not  receive  immediate  consideration  and 
attention,  except  one.  I have  never  known  the  Vice-Guardians  make  more  than . ordinary 
exertion  upon  hearing  an  inspection  was  to  take  place,  but  such  was  made ; I allude  to  the 
hospital  department,  when  I observe  the  matron’s  vigilance  increased,  when  she  became 
afraid.  I have  not  upon  all  occasions  received  the  requisites  applied  for.  I was  told  the 
matron  was  the  person  who  refused  ; I was  never  refused  by  any  parties  but  the  matron ; I 
frequently  applied  to  the  late  Guardians  and  was  refused;  I applied  to  the  present  Guar- 
dians, and  though  they  ordered  them,  they  were  not  supplied.  I have  drawn  a comparison 
between  the  anxiety  evinced  by  the  present  and  the  late  Guardians  to  provide  necessaries  for 
the  hospital;  the  result  was  in  favour  of  the  Vice- Guardians.  I am  of  opinion  that  the  Vice- 
Guardians  generally  evinced  the  greatest  anxiety  to  remedy  any  abuse  they  found  existing. 

Henry  Cloran,  M.D. 


Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me  at  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  this  29th 
April,  1848. 


Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Loughrea  Union. 


(K.) 


Rev.  Joseph  O'Louglilin  being  duly  sworn,  saith — I am  and  have  been  acting  chaplain  to 
the  Loughrea  Union  workhouse  since  August  last ; I am  in  the  habit  of  frequently  attending 
at  the  workhouse,  always  when  sent  for  to  see  a sick  person.  I consider  the  workhouse  apart 
from  the  infirmary  in  its  present  state  as  contrasted  with  what  it  was  last  winter,  much 
improved,  the  paupers  are  more  comfortably  clothed ; the  dormitories  were  filthy  last  winter, 
and  the  people  dying  in  numbers;  they  were  unattended  by  nurses,  and  had  not  room  in  the 
hospital;  I consider  the  constant  visits  of  theVice-Guardians  has  tended  to  this  improvement, 
in  addition  to  the  increased  house  accommodation  afforded  by  the  auxiliary  houses.  The 
people  are  more  generally  employed.  The  females  are  engaged  in  spinning,  sewincr,  cardino-; 
the  female  school  is  much,  improved,  desks  and  books  are  supplied,  and  the  few  children  I 
have  examined  have  answered  fairly ; owing  to  the  illness  of  the  master,  I cannot  speak  so 
favourably  of  the  boys’  school.  As  regards  the  infirmary,  I state  that  as  contrasted  with  last 
winter  it  is  much  improved ; it  is,  however,  under  the  same  superintendence.  I know  not  bin  o- 
of  the  yards  and  privies.  In  the  house,  generally,  classification  is  better  observed,  and  the 
moral  training  better  attended  to,  arising  from  increased  house  accommodation  and  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  Vice-Guardians. 


Joseph  O’Locjghlin,  C-  C. 


Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  being  first  read  at  the  Loughrea  Union  work- 
house,  22nd  April,  1848. 


Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Laio  Inspector. 


(L.) 

Ann  Murphy,  matron  of  the  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  being  duly  sworn,  saith — That 
I am  matron  of  the  workhouse  for  two  years  ; I have  never  refused  to  supply  necessaries  that 
were  in  my  charge  to  the  hospital,  and  when  I had  not  what  was  required,  I procured  such 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  gave  them  upon  receiving  a proper  order.  I have  refused  shrouding 
for  the  dead,  because  I did  not  receive  the  proper  order.  Dr.  Cloran,  told  me  yesterday,  that 
he  would  shortly  see  why  the  shrouding  was  not  put  into  the  hands  of  the  proper  person, 
meaning,  as  I believe,  the  hospital  nurse.  I remember  receiving  an  order  for  shrouding  upon 
one  occasion  lately,  for  a person  who  was  not  dead.  I gave  the  shrouding,  as  I supposed  the 
person  was  dead.  I reported  the  matter  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  was  directed  not  to  give 
any  more  without  a written  order  from  the  hospital,  which  would  answer  for  my  receipt.  I 
would  not  afterwards  give  the  shrouding  on  any  account  without  an  order.  Dr”  Clorau  said 
to  me  that  the  shrouding  should  be  given,  and  that  he  would  not  allow  the  nurse  to  give  an 
order,  other  than  the  ticket,  which  should  be  returned  to  him  again.  The  ticket  mentions  the 
name  of  the  pauper,  the  age,  and  time  of  admission  into  hospital,  not  the  death.  I would,  if 
I heard  the  Commissioner  was  in  town,  go  round  aud  have  the  place  in  order.  Lately  we 
had  no  occasion  to  be  so  particular  about  the  visits  of  the  Commissioners  as  we  were  better 
prepared  for  them  now  than  we  used  to  be ; we  have  better  means  now  to  be  prepared  for 
them.  I receive  more  assistance  now  than  formerly,  by  the  constant  visits  of  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians, who  pointed  out  to  me  the  way  by  having  wards-women  in  each  dormitory,  who  are 
particular  in  carrying  out  their  instructions.  I often  heard  there  was  a Visiting  Committee 
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appointed,  but  they  seldom  went  through  the  house.  There  is  a material  improvement  in  the 
industrial  employment  of  the  females;  the  improvement  consists  in  knitting,  spinning,  and 
sewing.  I have  now  under  charge  a considerable  quantity  of  linen  and  woollen  yarn  manu- 
factured by  the  females,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  employ  a weaver  soon.  All  school  requisites  are 
pro  video. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Smith. — I found  the  late  Guardians  ready  to  co-operate  with  me, 
but  they  had  not  the  means,  the  present  Guardians  have.  I recollect  that  since  the  Vice- 
Guardians  came,  the  paupers  slept  on  straw,  both  in  the  school-rooms  and  probationary  dor- 
mitories, and  in  their  own  clothes ; 1 do  not  recollect  they  slept,  so  in  the  body  of  the  house.  It 
was  I provided  the  straw  out  of  the  ticken  for  the  paupers  to  sleep  on,  as  by  so  doing  they 
would  be  more  comfortable  and  have  more  room.  I do  not  think  the  Guardians  knew  the 
paupers  slept  on  straw.  I brought  paupers  out  of  the  probationary  wards,  by  direction  of  the 
master,  into  the  school  rooms,  as  they  were  too  crowded  ; they  slept  in  their  own  clothes  for  one 
night,  but  they  were  provided  with  blankets  and  rugs.  The  men  when  drawing  turf  and 
water  to  the  kitchen  mixed  with  the  women ; it  was  impossible  to  prevent  their  meeting  upon 
other  occasions,  as  the  lock  of  the  door  was  out  of  order.  The  paupers  have  been  for  a fort- 
night in  their  own  clothes,  while  the  house  clothes  were  being  made.  The  privies  have  been 
in  an  orderly  state  since  the  arrival  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  with  the  exception  of  one  week,  that 
the  person  in  charge  was  ill.  I do  not  mean  to  say  the  instruction  of  the  children  is  better  now 
than  when  I was  mistress,  during  the  time  of  the  Ex-Guardians;  it  is  two  years  since  I was 
school-mistress,  I think  the  instruction  was  better  then.  The  present  school-mistress  was 
appointed  by  the  Ex-Guardians. 

Anne  Murphy. 


Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me  this  1st  May,  1848,  being  first  duly  read,  at 
Loughrea  Union  workhouse. 

Owen  Lloyd. 


(M.) 


Mr.  Thomas  Machlin , contractor  and  general  merchant,  being  duly  sworn,  saith — I was  for- 
merly an  elected  Guardian  of  the  Loughrea  Union,  during  which  time  I had  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  visiting  the  workhouse,  I had  opportunities  of  seeing  the  house  after  I ceased  to  be 
a Guardian ; I recollect  the  state  of  the  house  from  its  opening.  I ceased  to  be  a Guardian  in 
1S44 ; when  I visited  the  house  about  the  9th  of  February,  I found  the  rain  had  come  in 
through  the  windows  upon  the  floors ; I observed  the  floor  of  one  of  the  dormitories  discoloured 
from  wet,  not  proceeding  from  rain.  I have  been  upon  two  occasions  through  the  house ; 
lately  there  is  a vast  difference  in  the  entire  improvement  of  the  house,  it  has  been  progressive. 
I observe  the  windows  do  not  let  in  the  rain,  as  they  are  now  properly  cased.  I see  through 
the  house  the  ventilation  is  improved.  I find  the  dormitories  cleanly,  and  great  regularity  in 
making  up  the  beds.  I have  put  questions  to  the  paupers,  who  have  replied  they  are  more 
comfortable,  as  to  clothing  and  fuel,  and  that  they  got  their  food  better  dressed.  I have 
been  in  the  schoolroom,  and  find  the  children  classified,  and  chey  are  now  provided  with  slates 
and  copy-books,  which  I never  saw  before  with  them,  as  well  as  other  requisites  necessary  for 
children  of  their  age.  I think  there  is  an  improvement  in  the  industrial  training  of  the  paupers. 
I have  gone  through  the  boys’  apartment,  and  found  they  had  been  put  to  s°hoe-making  and 
tailoring.  I examined  the  shoemakers’  work,  and  found  very  good  shoes  finished  after  them. 
1 also  examined  the  work  done  by  the  tailors,  and  would  not  desire  to  see  better.  I have  gone 
through  the  women’s  department,  and  found  they  were  employed  in  spinning  linen  and  woollen 
yam.  several  carding  and  opening  wool,  others  knitting,  and  more  sewing;  if  industry  pro- 
gresses as  it  has  since  the  arrival  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  the  clothes  for  the  house  will  all  be 
manufactured  by  the  paupers ; from  observations  I have  heard  made  by  the  officers  of  the 
house,  I do  not  consider  they  are  disposed  to  co-operate  with  the  Vice-Guardians. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Smith. — The  casing  of  the  windows  has  been  going  on  for  a fortnight. 
I have  been  just  appointed  valuator  of  the  Union  by  the  Vice-Guardians, °at  100Z.,  and  prior 
any  knowledge  of  this  investigation  being  made  ; my  appointment  took  place  the  day  Mr. 
Lloyd  arrived. 

Thomas  Macklin. 


Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  at  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  being  first  duly 
read,  the  1st  May,  1848. 


Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


(N0 

Fereiice  Brodie,  M.D.,  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Loughrea  Union,  being  duly  sworn, 
saith  1 hat  on  the  day  after  my  arrival  in  Loughrea,  being  the  18th  February,  I visited  the  work- 
house, and  was  particularly  struck  with  the  filthy  state  of  the  yards,  privies,  and  some  of  the 
dormitories,  the  two  former  being  covered  in  many  places  with  human  excrement,  and  the 
boards  of  the  floors  saturated  with  urine ; I determined  to  turn  my  attention  to  have  those  abuses 
remedied;  and  several  occasions  during  the  first  week  after  we  entered  on  office,  my  colleague 
and  myself  gave  particular  directions  to  the  master,  and  the  other  officers  of  the  house,  to  have 
the  nuisances  removed;  our  orders  were  not  obeyed  ; about  the  2nd  or  3rd  of  March,  I ex- 
amined the  state  of  the  privies,  and  found  that  on  the  female  side  of  the  house  covered  with 
human  excrement ; I mentioned  the  matter  to  my  colleague  and  told  him  that  it  was  quite  use- 
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less  for  us  fo  give  any  directions  to  the  master,  as  he  appeared  determined  to  disobey  our 
. orders,  and  that  his  object  evidently  was  to  get  us  into  a scrape  with  the  Commissioners.  Mr. 
Richards  agreed,  and  said,  that  as  he  had  so  frequently  reprimanded  O’Brien,  he  would  now 
recommend  me  to  try  what  I could  do  with  him.  I called  him  (O’Brien)  into  the  yard,  and 
brought  him  to  the  door  of  the  privy,  and  said  to  him,  was  it  not  a shame  to  have  it  in  such  a 
disgraceful  state,  that  he  must  be  very  well  aware  that  the  state  of  the  privies  was  one  of 
the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Commissioners  for  dissolving  the  late  Board,  and  that  if  Dr. 
Phelan,  or  any  other  inspector,  visited  the  house,  and  found  the  privy  in  the  state  it  then  was, 
that  he  and  every  officer  of  the  house  would  be  dismissed ; and  not  alone  the  officers  of  the 
house,  but  the  Vice- Guardians  that  were  sent  down  to  correct  the  abuses  that  existed,  would 
also  be  dismissed.  The  master  very  coolly  replied,  “ And  justly.  Sir.”  I then  cautioned  him  to 
have  the  place  cleaned,  or  we  should  report  him  to  the  Commissioners.  On  the  next  or  second 
next  morning,  I again  examined  the  privy  and  found  it  in  a similar  state;  I also  examined  the 
refractory  cell,  and  found  it  partially  covered  with  excrement ; a similar  nuisance  presented  itself 
outside  the  door.  I brought  O’Brien  into  the  cell  and  directed  his  attention  to  its  filthy  state  ; I 
also  pointed  out  to  him  the  nuisance  in  the  passage,  anddesired  him  to  have  it  removed.  At  5 o’clock 
on  the  same  day,  I a<pin  examined  the  refractory  cell  and  the  passage,  and  found  the  nuisance 
had  not  been  removed.  I found  two  persons  confined  in  the  cell,  and  sent  directions  to  the 
master  to  have  them  immediately  liberated.  I then  made  an  entry,  bearing  date  4th  March,*  in 
the  Visiting  Committee  Book;  on  several  occasions  between  the  4th  and  11th,  we  gave  similar 
directions  to  the  master,  and  our  orders  were  disobeyed,  and  on  more  than  one  day  during  that 
week,  I had  myself  to  get  the  paupers  to  clean  the  privies,  and  stand  by  while  they  were  doing 
so.  On  Saturday  11th  March,  I made  the  entry  bearing  date  11th  March  ;f  my  colleague  and 
myself  deemed  it  advisable  to  forward  a copy  of  the  entry  to  the  Commissioners,  to  show  the 
difficulties  we  had  to  contend  with,  from  the  officers  of  the  house  not  obeying  our  orders,  and 
received  from  them  the  reply  hereto  appended. J I visited  the  hospital  department,  and  found 
the  patients  did  not  get  their  breakfast  until  a very  late  hour  in  the  day,  frequently  until  12 
o’clock  ; I enquired  the  cause,  and  was  informed  the  hospital  patients  could  not  be  served  until 
the  paupers  in  the  hall  were  served ; I sent  to  the  master,  desiring  him  to  send  tin  vessels  imme- 
diately to  the  hospital,  the  messenger  returned,  and  said  the  master  desired  him  to  tell  me  the 
tinker  was  making  them,  that  he  had  not  any.  On  my  way  to  the  hospital,  on  that  morning, 
I saw  a large  supply  of  tins  in  the  store  rooms.  On  another  occasion  we  gave  directions  to  the 
master  to  remove  all  the  men  and  boys  to  the  Brewery,  and  on  visiting  the  dining  hall  at  dinner, 
a few  days  after,  I found  several  men  and  boys,  I enquired  of  the  assistant  master  if  they  had 
slept  at  tile  Brewery,  he  said  not,  I told  him  I would  not  leave  the  place  until  I saw  them  all 
marched  off  to  the  Brewery,  as  our  orders  would  not  be  obeyed,  and  did  wait  until  all  were 
sent  off.  On  another  occasion,  after  serving  an  order  on  the  master  to  have  all  the  men 
and  boys  in  the  house,  with  the  exception  of  those  in  the  hospital,  sent  to  the  Brewery,  our 
orders  were  not  obeyed.  On  another  occasion  we  selected;  a number  of  women,  beino-  widows, 
and  gave  them  tickets  of  discharge  to  the  relieving  officer  for  out-door  relief,  and  ordered  them 
to  be  sent  out  on  that  very  day,  and  our  order  was  not  obeyed.  We  frequently  gave  directions 
to  have  the  female  paupers  employed  in  making  the  house  clothing,  our  orders' were  not  obeyed 
to  the  required  extent,  until  the  18th  March,  when  we  served  the  notice  now  appearing  on 
the  minutes§  and  appended  hereunto. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  Thomas  Burke , Bart. — There  was  but  one  master  of  the  workhouse 
from  the  4th  until  the  29th  March.  The  persons  discharged,  were  directed  to  present  their 
tickets  to  the  master,  I cannot  tell  whether  they  did  so,  I gave  directions  to  the  matron  to  set 
the  women  to  work,  I reported  her  on  the  minutes  for  neglect.  The  appointment  of  the  new 
master  took  place  the  29th  March.  The  provision  check  book  has  not  been  kept  since  the 
8th  April ; this  lias  arisen  from  two  causes,  one  the  irregularity  of  the  hospital  books,  the  other 
the  incompetency  of  the  successor  of  O’Brien,  whom  we  appointed, 

Ference  Brodie. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  at  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  beino-  first 
read,  1st  May,  1848. 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


No.  3. 

Saturday,  March  4,  1848. 

On  visiting  the  workhouse  at  11  o’clock,  A.M.,  I found  the  privies  at  the  female  side  of  the 
house  in  the  same  disgracefully  filthy  state  so  often  complained  of.  The  floor  of  the  refractory 
cell  was  in  a similar  state,  being  covered  with  human  excrement,  the  same  was  observable  on 
the  passage  leading  from  the  porter’s  lodge  to  the  body  of  the  house,  and  although  the  master’s 
attention  was  directed  to  it  the  nuisance  remains  at  5 o’clock.  I now  found  two  boys  confined 
in  the  refractory  cell,  and  being  of  opinion  that  their  lives  are  endangered  from  the  filthy  state, 
I have  sent  to  the  master  to  liberate  them. 

J.  Brodie,  V.  G. 

J.  Coffey,  Clerk  of  the  Loughrea  Union. 

No.  4. 

Saturday,  March  11, 1848. 

On  visiting  the  workhouse  at  11  o’clock,  a.  m.,  we  found  the  privies  at  the  male  and  female 
side  in  the  same  abominable  state  of  filth  complained  of  by  the  Inspector,  Doctor  Phelan, 

• See  No.  3.  + See  No.  4.  J See  No.  5.  $ See  No.  6. 

5 Z 


Loughrea  Union. 
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Loughrea  Union,  and  to  which  we  had  such  frequent  occasions  to  call  the  attention  of  the  master,  and  other 
T“  officers  of  the  house,  since  we  entered  on  our  duties  as  Vice-Guardians.  The  yard  at.  the 

female  side  of  the  house,  quite  close  to  the  infirmary,  was  covered  with  human  excrement ; a 
similar  nuisance  presented  itself  on  the  passage  leading  from  the  infirmary  to  the  fever  sheds, 
evidently  showing  gross  neglect  on  the  part  of  every  officer  of  the  house. 

G.  R.  Richards,  V.  G. 

J.  Coffey,  Clerk  of  the  Loughrea  Union . J • Brodie,  V G. 

No.  5. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office , Dublin, 

Gentlemen,  March  13,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  under  their  consideration  your  report  of  the  11th  instant,  enclosing  a copy  of  the  report 
which  you  entered  in  the  Visiting  Committee  Book  on  that  day,  relating  to  the  state  of  the 
workhouse  of  the  Loughrea  Union,  and  under  the  circumstances  which  you  represent,  the 
Commissioners  deem  it  expedient  to  issue  an  order  for  the  dismissal  of  the  master  of  the  work- 
house,  both  to  mark  their  sense  of  the  impropriety  of  his  conduct,  and  to  disqualify  him  for 
office  under  any  Board  of  Guardians  in  any  Union  in  Ireland. 

I have,  &c., 

To  the  Vice- Guardians  of  the  (Signed)  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

Loughrea  Union , Loughrea. 

No.  6. 

Saturday,  March  18,  1848. 

Ordered  that  the  matron  be  requested  to  furnish  the  names  of  such  of  the  female  inmates  as 
she  considers  are  able  to  work,  and  if  any  should  refuse  to  report  their  names,  &c.,  the  Vice- 
Guardians  would  take  immediate  steps  to  punish  them  for  disobedience  of  orders,  as  they 
were  determined  that  the  making  of  the  house  clothing  should  be  expedited  as  much  as 
possible,  which  they  regret  to  find  had  been  neglected  during  the  past  week. 

The  matron  furnished  the  names  of  about  40  women,  and  instructions  were  given  to  set 
them  to  work  immediately. 

J.  Coffey,  Clerk  of  the  Loughrea  Union. 


(O;) 

Robert  D'Arcy , Esq.,  J.  P.,  being  duly  sworn,  saith — That  on  or  about  the  7th  April  two 
boys,  pauper  inmates  of  the  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  were  brought  before  me  charged 
with  being  drunk ; they  were  in  custody  of  the  police,  and  were  reported  to  have  been  brought 
before  me  for  punishment  by  order  of  the  Vice-Guardians.  Upon  proof  of  the  charge  of 
drunkenness,  I committed  the  two  boys  (whose  names  were  John  Fury  and  Michael  Kelly) 
to  Bridewell  for  48  hours. 

Robert  D’Arcy. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  at  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  this  28th  April, 
1848.  1 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Henry  Trimble,  1st  head  constable  of  constabulary  stationed  at  Loughrea,  being  sworn, 
saith  I was  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  April  at  the  police  barrack,  when  a messenger  arrived 
with  a request  from  Mr.  Richards,  the  Vice-Guardian,  that  a couple  of  the  men  might  be 
sent  up  to  the  workhouse  to  take  charge  of  two  boys  who  were  drunk,  and  to  bring  them 
before  the  magistrates.  I immediately  sent  up  two  men,  who,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Richards, 
returned  with  two  boys,  John  Fury  and  Michael  Kelly,  both  dressed  in  the  Union  clothes  and 
quite  drunk.  I detained  them  in  barrack  until  Mr.  D’Arcy,  the  magistrate,  came  into  town, 
when  I brought  the  boys  before  him  upon  a charge  of  drunkenness;  Mr.  D’Arcv  received 
the  complaint  and  committed  them  to  Bridewell  for  48  hours,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  I 
sent  them  in  charge  of  two  men  to  deliver  the  boys  to  the  master  of  the  workhouse. 

H.  Trimble,  1st  H.  C. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  at  Loughrea,  this  11th  May,  1848. 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

John  Morhy,  a pauper  inmate  of  the  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  being  duly  sworn,  saith — 
r .T''  i n ab°ut-16,  and  Michael  Kelly,  aged  about  15,  and  both  pauper  inmates 

o the  house,  drunk  about  three  weeks  since.  I also  saw  Bartley  Lally  and  Thomas  Coy 
drunk  about  the  same  time,  they  are  paupers  in  the  house.  I also  saw  Thomas  Hopkins  and 
Michael  bahy  both  drunk,  and  both  are  paupers  in  the  workhouse.  I do  not  know  where 
they  got  the  whiskey.  I never  told  any  person  about  the  house  that  any  of  the  boys  were 
drunk,  and  no  person  ever  spoke  to  me  on  the  subject.  I never  saw  a person  belonging  to  the 
house  drunk  before  or  since. 

John  Morley. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  being  first  dulv  read,  at  the  Loughrea  Union 
workhouse,  28th  April,  1848.  J 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 
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Michael  Kelly,  a pauper  inmate  of  the  Loughrea  workhouse,  aged  about  13  years,  being 
duly  sworn,  saith — That  about  three  weeks  since,  I saw  Michael  Walsh  and  Thomas  Hopkins, 
both  pauper  inmates,  drunk  in  the  men’s  yard  about  2 o’clock  in  the  day.  I cannot  say  that 
any  of  the  officers  knew  they  were  drunk,  if  they  did,  they  would  punish  them.  I saw  Bartley 
Lally  and  Thomas  Coy,  both  pauper  inmates,  drunk,  in  or  about  three  weeks  since,  Coy  was 
in  the  probationary  ward,  and  Lally  in  the  men’s  yard.  I saw  John  Fury,*  another  pauper 
inmate,  drunk,  in  the  men’s  yard,  about  a fortnight  ago.  I also  saw  Michael  Fahy,  a pauper 
inmate,  drunk,  at  the  master’s  office,  about  a fortnight  since ; about  the  same  time  I also  saw 
Michael  Kelly*  drunk  in  the  old  men’s  ward,  he  was  taken  out  by  the  police.  I have  heard 
that  John  Fury  was  punished  by  confinement  to  the  Brewery'.  I heard  also  he  was  dismissed 
from  the  shoemaking  trade  for  the  offence.  I did  not  tell  any  of  the  officers  that  I saw  the 
boys  drunk.  I did  tell  Dr.  Cloran,  and  also  Mr.  James  Smith. 

Michael  Kelly. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  this  28tli  day  of  April,  1848. 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


(P-) 

Complaint. — The  paid  Guardians  are  totally  ignorant  of  the  parties  to  whom  they  are  giving 
out-door  relief,  and  the  most  flagrant  abuses  are  the  consequence;  yet  they  studiously  avoid 
seeking  information  from  any  of  the  respectable  rate-payers,  nor  do  they  publish  the  names  of 
the  recipients  of  such  relief. 

William  Proctor , relieving  officer  for  the  Athenry  district,  comprising  the  electoral  divisions 
of  Athenry,  Cranghwell  and  Kilconaron,  being  duly  sworn,  saith — that  1.  Winny  Rogers, 
aged  40  years,  able-bodied,  receives  7 lbs.  Indian  meal  weekly.  2.  Margavet  Cahillon, 
deserted  by  her  husband,  28  lbs.  for  self  and  four  children,  has  sworn  informations  against  her 
husband.  3.  Michael  Cannon,  aged  36,  wife  and  four  children,  receives  28  lbs. : I brought 
this  man  and  family  to  the  workhouse,  because  the  family  were  sick  and  the  man  infirm. 

4.  Robin  Newman,  aged  50,  and  wife,  receive  14  lbs.  weekly,  refused  to  come  into. the  work- 
house  and  was  rejected,  when  he  was  allowed  out-door  relief;  Vice-Guardians  considered  him 
infirm,  and  from  his  appearance  I think  him  infirm ; I would  not  feed  him  for  his  work. 

5.  .Margaret  Lawless,  aged  60,  receives  7 lbs.  meal  weekly ; refused  a ticket  for  the  work- 
house  until  she  came  before  the  Guardians,  when  she  was  placed  upon  out-door  relief;  has  a 
son  enabled  to  maintain  her.  C.  Bridget  Gleeson,  aged  35,  deserted  by  her  husband,  an  able- 
bodied  man,  engaged  by  a man,  named  Healy,  at  Is.  per  week  and  his  diet;  receives  18  lbs. 
of  meal  weekly  for  self  and  three  children;  Vice- Guardians  directed  me  to  give  her  provisional 
relief^ and  get  her  to  lodge  informations  against  her  husband,  which  she  did.  7.  Winny  Cun- 
ningham, aged  80  years,  receives  7 lbs.  meal  weekly,  has  more  than  a quarter  acre  of  land:  I 
did°not  know  she  had  land  until  Good- Friday.  8."  Mary  Mulkeeran,  aged  50,  infirm,  receives 
for  self  and  two  children  21  lbs.  meal  weekly ; was  lately  lessened ; she  holds  half  an  acre  of 
land. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  gone  to  Athenry  to  adjudicate  upon  the  cases  I submitted  to 
them.  The  Vice-Guardians  have  taken  means  to  ascertain  the  proper  cases  to  be  relieved ; 
not  being  satisfied  with  my  representations  they  have  inquired  irom  rate-payers  and  others  in 
Athenry,  but  not  in  the  other  electoral  divisions  in  my  district  to  my  knowledge ; they  could 
have  made  inquiries  without  my  knowledge.  _ I do  not  know'  of  women  with  illegitimate  chil- 
dren receiving  out-door  relief,  with  the  exception  of  one  instance,  the  person  being  sick.  I have 
submitted  my  books  to  rate-payers  in  my  district,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there  were  any 
persons  receiving  out-door  relief  not  entitled  to  it;  after  I submitted  my  books  to  the  rate- 
payers of  Athenry  for  examination,  one  of  them,  in  the  presence  of  the  others,  I think  Mr. 
Loughnane,  expressed  his  approval  of  them,  and  added  that  there  was  not  a sufficient  number 
of  persons  upon  his  list.  Has  received  recommendations  from  several  rate-payers  to  give 
out-door  relief  to  persons  who,  upon  inquiry,  I found  not  entitled  to  it. 

Wm.  Proctor. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  at  the  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  being  first 
duly  read,  28th  April,  1848. 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector • 


(Q) 

Thomas  Connor , relieving  officer  for  Kiltulla  district,  comprising  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Kiltulla  and  Killimer  Daly,  being  duly  sworn,  saith, — that  1.  Nelly  Commins  returned  as  a 
widow,  aged  60  years,  in  the  Application  and  Report  Book  of  Edward  Rochford,  former  relieving 
officer  of  the  district,  receives  weekly  for  herself  and  two  reputed  illegitimate  children  14  lbs. 
of  meal.  The  children  are  not  returned  as  illegitimate  in  the  Application  and  Report  Book ; 
both  children  over  15  years  of  age.  2.  Mary  Dunne,  aged  40  years,  receives  for  self  and 
three  children  24 lbs.  of  meal;  her  husband  alive  but  disabled.  3.  Bridget  Connelly,  aged 
45,  receives  for  self  and  three  illegitimate  children  28  lbs.  of  meal  weekly ; had  been  in  the 
workhouse  and  was  put  on  out-door  relief.  4.  Pat.  Connelly,  aged  45  years,  received  30 lbs. 
of  meal  for  a fortnight  weekly,  some  of  his  children  being  represented  to  me  as  sick,  and 
which.  I reported  to  the  Vice- Guardians.  I went  to  the  house,  saw  two  or  three  children 


* Fury  and  Kelly  were. brought  before  the  magistrates,  and  confined  in  Bridewell  for  4S  hours. 


Loughrea  Union. 
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in  bed;  it  was  about  mid-day;  the  mother  said  the  children  were  ill;  that  they  had  eaten 
nothing  but  nettles  and  water-cresses  for  some  time.  I did  not  ask  the  disease,  but  the 
mother  said  they  were  sick  from  hunger  and  starvation.  5.  William  Walsh,  aged  38, 
received  provisional  relief  from  me,  disallowed  by  Vice-Guardians.  I gave  provisional  relief 
in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  the  children  and  their  destitute  state.  6.  Mary  Henley, 
aged  30  years,  receives  for  herself  and  five  children  30  lbs.  of  meal  weekly.  She  is  returned 
upon  the  Application  and  Report  Book  neither  single  nor  married,  her  husband  is  alive ; did 
not  report  to  the  Vice-Guardians  that  Mary  Henley  was  married.  7.  Mary  Cunnane, 
aged  70  years,  receives  12  lbs.  of  meal  weekly ; she  and  her  sons  live  together.  * Has  heard 
she  has  land;  did  not  report  to  the  Vice-Guardians  when  he  heard  she  had  land.  I have 
made  no  entry  in  Report  Book  as  to  land.  8.  Darby  M'Grath,  aged  60  years,  receives 
42  lbs.  of  meal  for  himself,  wife,  and  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  over  15;  is  an  able-bodied 
man;  is  ill-looking;  is  not  able  to  do  a day’s  work  with  a spade.  9.  Honor  Dunn,  aged  26 
years,  receives  16 lbs.  of  meal  weekly  for  herself  and  two  children;  refused  the  workhouse;  her 
husband  is  in  America.  10.  Patrick  Keeley,  aged  40  years,  receives  7 lbs.  of  meal  weekly; 
is  sickly.  11.  Mary  Kelly,  aged  44  years,  received  out-door  relief  for  two  weeks;  was 
discontinued  when  the  Vice-Guardians  visited  Kiltulla  to  revise  the  lists.  12.  William 
Cuncue,  aged,  as  stated  in  Report  Book,  60  years;  I believe  him  to  be  about  50;  I think 

him  well  able  to  work;  has  from  32  to  40  perches  of  land;  is  partly  sown  with  potatoes; 

relieved  him  provisionally,  was  discontinued  by  Vice-Guardians.  13.  James  Meyrick,  a<md 
60  years,  received  14  lbs.  of  meal  weekly  for  self  and  two  children  ; entered  in  the  Application 
and  Report  Book  as  had  land  which  he  gave  up  to  his  son.  I was  present  when  the  father  gave 
up  the  land  to  his  son.  14.  John  Haniffee,  aged  57  years,  receives  28  lbs.  of  meal  for  self, 
wife,  and  six  children;  holds  about  four  or  five  acres  of  land;  told  me  he  offered  to  give 
up  his  land ; it  would  not  be  taken  without  the  house.*  The  family  were  sick  at  the  time 

in  fever.  15.  Paul  Flannery,  aged  70  years,  receives  7 lbs.  of  meal  weekly.  I knew  he 

had  land  and  inquired  what  he  did  with  it;  he  stated  he  sold  it  to  Martin  Cahillow.  I 
did  not  enter  this  in  the  Application  and  Report  Book,  or  mention  it  to  the  Vice-Guardians. 

Thomas  Connor,  Relieving  Officer. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  at  the  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  being  first 
duly  read,  23th  April,  1848. 


Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Jo/m  Birmingham,  bailiff  to  Lord  Dunsandle,  being  duly  sworn,  saith — that  I do  not  know 
Alary  Cannane.  I do  not  know  that  she  has  any  land,  but  I have  heard  she  has. 

William  ConnaghtonJ  rate-payer,  being  duly  sworn,  saith— that  he  knows  Mary  Cunnane  ; 
that  she  has  from  three  roods  to  an  acre  of  land;  does  not  know  whether  the  land  belongs 
to  Mary  Cunnane  or  to  her  son.  D 


—that  James 


Thomas  Lally,  bailiff  to  James  Barrett  of  Atlienry,  being  duly  sworn,  saith- 
AleyrickJ  did  not  give  up  his  land,  nor  offered  to  give  it  up  to  him. 

John  Birmingham,  bailiff  to  Lord  Dunsandle,  being  sworn,  saith— that  John  Haniffee5  offered 
to  give  up  his  land;  that  he  refused  to  take  up  the  land  without  the  house.  Haniffee  holds  his 
land  by  lease. 

John  Birimngliam,  bailiff  to  Lord  Dunsandle,  being  sworn,  saith— that  Paul  Flannerv||  of 
Greyford  has  about  five  acres  of  land  in  his  possession  which  he  holds  by  lease;  that  he  never 
tendered  the  possession  to  him,  J 


b“"S  P7  s"om'  f'A-That  I reside  in  the  town  of  Loughrea,  and  have 
been  acting  reWng  officer  ante  the  531st  February.  That  William  Shaduel?  was  appointed 
S™,  Root  Tl  I™8  0f  Pat'  Birmingham  upon  the  Application  and 

ri  C r ;,,l  a the  h0USe  of  Pat'  Birmingham,  and  I represented  him  to 

f ? V “ a u Pf50"  alter  ferer>  the  statement  of  Birmingham's  wife. 
nreS)usP  to  and  ^ the  Vice-Guardians,  having  acted  as  such  for  Mr.  Coughlin 

E weeks  Onif  Z '*  iT'  F“'  his  wife,  and  one  child,  received  for 

was  emeld  „ J ti  T“kl{'  Pat'  Bi™i"gham  some  time  after  the  application 

^hSTtCditoctoKto  *?  Z awr,  eve,r-  He  was  Struck  °S  list  b?  of  Mr. 
two,  three,  or  four  weeks. 6 * r e oS  a11  who  were  relieved  in  consequence  of  sickness  after 

abiSSdiTf  SWOrn'  SeMl~I  k°°"  Pl“-  Birmingham  of  Athenry-road,  he  is  an 

Sint  o ouTdoorfel-  f E at  br  ™Ses  du™s  Pa«  °f  “me  he  was  in 
month  of  April  ' f'  ° say  whather  any  of  his  fa^y  were  in  fever  during  the 

buSS  “f  SWOrf’-  ““T1  kaow  ‘hat  Pat.  Birmingham's  son  died  of  fever, 

but  cannot  state  the  time;  I saw  him  about  three  weeks  since,  and  I heard  him  sav  he  was 
not  strong  enough  to  work  and  if  he  was  he  had  not  the  price  of  a spade  ? 

noiZTwSS  dU'l  7”?'.  sai‘k-TBat  Pat.  Birminglin  was  employed  sowing 

E l t T SV15  “Z'r,  and  for  more  ‘wo  days  he  had  seen  hi  J 

betore  the  sowing  of  potatoes,  and  he  was  looking  ill  J 

2.  Thomas  F.hy-1  visited  the  home  of  Thomas  Fahy,  I did  not  go  in;  I saw  no  sign  of 

Iea’seZ”  Bir“in‘fI’a"'  sw°™'  *»  "P  HaniffrfT^d  without  house,  as  he  holds  by 

t Th?dTNT7°0n"0''S  N°'  ’■  t Ibid.,  No.  13. 

§ Ibid.,  No.  14.  | lbid  > N()i  15m 
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illness.  I have  seen  him  often  sinee  he  has  received  out-door  relief,  and  he  appeared  to  me  Lougln-ea  Union, 
unable  to  work.  He  was  in  fever,  as  appears  on  the  Application  and  Report  Book.  He 
received  relief  from  21st  February  to  10th  April,  and  continued  subsequently  for  a fortnight. 

John  Nejin  swears — I have  seen  Thomas  Fahy  about  a month  since,  and  1 consider  him 
able  to  work,  and  saw  him  at  work  at  his  trade ; he  is  a nailor;  does  not  know  he  or  any  of 
his  family  had  fever. 

Thomas  Maclilin  sworn,  saith — I know  Thomas  Fahy ; he  is  a nailor ; had  fever  during 
the  month  of  March  or  beginning  of  April,  as  I have  heard  from  his  wife.  I saw  Thomas 
Fahy  subsequently ; he  had  the  appearance  of  fever. 

Henry  Cloran  sworn — -Is  medical  officer  to  the  workhouse.  Considers  Thomas  Fahy  an 
infirm  man,  having  attended  him  in  fever  and  dysentery.  Considers  he  can  make  a nail, 
though  not.  able  to  put  in  a day’s  work. 

3.  Patrick  Madden. — I recollect  that  Mr.  Coffey  the  clerk  entered  Pat.  Madden’s  name 
upon  the  Application  and  Report  Book  ; he  is  represented  as  after  fever,  and  received  36  lbs. 
of  meal  for  self  and  wife  with  five  children  for  one  week,  was  struck  off  the  list  on  its  being 
ascertained  he  possessed  more  than  a quarter  acre  of  land. 

John  Nefin  sworn,  saith — That  Pat.  Madden  has  a cow,  and  two  roods  of  land.  The  man 
might  have  been  at  work  the  13th  March. 

Ferdinand  Coffee , being  duly  sworn,  saith — I heard  and  believe  that  Pat.  Madden  and  his 
family  were  ill  in  fever,  and  sent  them  relief  myself.  I heard  from  Madden’s  wife  and  Rev. 

Mr.  O’Loughlin  that  Madden  was  ill  of  a fever,  but  I don’t  know  it  myself. 

Edmond  White  being  sworn,  saith — That  Pat  Madden  lay  sick  for  three  weeks  previous  to 
last  fortnight ; knows  he  has  a cow  and  half  an  acre  of  land. 

4.  Bartley  Boyle. — I swear  I transferred  the  name  of  Bartley  Boyle  from  a list  prepared 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Macklin  and  Rev.  Mr.  Brunskill,  from  the  applicants  in  Air.  Coughlin’s 
office,  and  during  the  time  Air.  Coughlin,  the.  relieving  officer,  was  first  taken  ill,  and  he  is 
represented  upon  the  Application  and  Report  Book  as  having  children  ill  of  fever.  I did  not 
visit  the  house,  but  I believed  they  were  ill,  as  stated  by  others ; he  received  2 s.  6 d.  per  week 
for  one  month,  and  was  then  struck  off  the  list. 

David  Whyte,  being  sworn,  saith — That  he  saw  Bartley  Boyle  frequently  working  between 
the  5ih  Alarch  and  5th  April.  Does  not  know  his  children  were  ill ; they  might  have  been 
without  his  knowledge.* 

5.  Alartin  Cahalan. — I entered  Alartin  Cahalan  upon  the  Application  and  Report  Book  by 
desire  of  Air.  Coughlin,  late  relieving  officer  ; he  is  represented  aged  60  years,  and  infirm,  was 
allowed  2s.  per  week  for  himself  and  two  children,  from  the  28th  February  to  the  25th  March, 
and  from  thence  to  the  present  19  lbs.  of  Indian  meal  weekly.  I do  not  consider  him  able  to 
labour. 

John  Nejin  sworn — Knew  Martin  Cahalan  to  be  a tenant  to  the  Marquis  Clanricarde,  from 
whom  he  has  two  leases ; one  direct  from  his  Lordship,  the  other  purchased  from  a man 
named  Lenahan ; also  another  tenement  at  will ; altogether  containing  about  half  an  acre, 
upon  which  there  are  five  houses.  There  are  four  or  five  years’  rent  due  the  landlord. 

6.  Pat.  Dogherty. — I entered  Pat.  Dogherty  on  the  '3rd  March,  and  produced  him  to 
Vice- Guardians  on  the  6th ; did  not  visit  him.  I saw  him,  and  he  had  jaundice ; he  produced 
a certificate  from  Dr.  Cloran  to  that  effect ; he  was  ordered  Is.  per  week  from  6th  Alarch  for 
one  month ; struck  him  oft’ by  desire  of  Vice-Guardians. 

David  Whyte  sworn — Saith  that  he  frequently  saw  Pat.  Dogherty,  between  the  6th  Alarch 
and  6th  April,  an  odd  day  working ; that  he  will  not  swear  he  was  fit  to  work  during  all  that 
time  ; considers  him  an  able-bodied  man ; heard  he  had  jaundice. 

7.  Owen  Dogherty. — I entered  his  name  upon  the  Application  and  Report  Book.  I visited 
his  house,  and  found  his  wife  in  bed ; she  appeared  sick.  He  received  2s.  weekly  from  6th 
March  to  1st  April,  when  the  wife  being  able  to  come  for  the  meal,  I struck  him  off.  I entered 
him  on  the  1st  April,  having  heard  he  was  ill ; I visited  him,  and  found  him  in  bed,  spitting 
blood,  and  much  oppressed ; he  was  ordered  relief  for  two  weeks,  when  he  was  struck  off. 

David  Whyte  sworn,  saith — That  he  has  seen  Owen  Dogherty  almost  daily  the  last  month, 
does  not  appear  sick,  and  is  able-bodied. 

8.  Pat.  Monaghan. — I entered  his  name  upon  the  Application  and  Report  Book,  by  order 
of  Air.  Coughlin,  late  relieving  officer,  aged  65,  hump-backed,  is  a fiddler ; was  not  reported 
as  having  land ; received  for  himself,  his  wife,  who  is  represented  blind,  and  two  children,  2s. 
weekly,  which  he  received  for  two  weeks ; was  struck  off  the  list  when  it  was  ascertained  he 
had  land ; was  restored,  having,  as  I believed,  tendered  his  land  to  the  landlord. 

John  Nejin  sworn — I demauded  the  land,  and  told  Monaghan  he  might  keep  the  house ; he 
would  not  surrender  it,  but  would  sow  it. 

Mathew  Rusk  sworn — Is  clerk  to  Robert  Davy,  Esq.,  agent  to  Marquis  Clanricarde ; Pat.- 
Alonaghan  came  to  him,  and  said  he  had  received  the  relief  for  two  weeks,  and  that  if  I would 
give  him  a certificate,  the  relieving  officer  would  continue  to  give  it  to  him.  I told  him  I 
would,  provided  he  would  give  up  the  acre  of  land ; he  replied  that  he  would  keep  it  as  long 
as  he  could.  I told  him  also  he  might  keep  the  house. 

9.  Timothy  Moran. — I entered  his  name  upon  the  Application  and  Report  Book  as  aged  40 
years,  after  fever ; received  for  four  weeks  24  lbs.  of  meal  for  self,  wife,  and  two  children  weekly. 

It  is  not  stated  he  had  land ; I did  not  know  he  had  any.  Was  struck  off  the  list  at  the  end 
of  the  month,  having  been  relieved  during  sickness. 

David  Whyte — I am  receiver  upon  the  land  that  Timothy  Aloran  lives  on ; and  he  is  in 
possession  of  upwards  of  three  acres  of  land. 

* See  survey  of  land,  page  902. 
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10  Mary  Porter.— I entered  Mary  Porter  upon  the  Application  and  Report  Book  from  a 
list  prepared  in  Mr.  Coughlin’s  office  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Macklin  and  Brunskill ; she  is  reported 
widow,  aged  45,  with  two  children,  no  laud ; received  weekly  2s.  up  to  the  25th  March,  and 
from  tliatup  to  the  last  week  16  lbs.  of  meal  weekly. 

John  Nekn  sworn,  saith — ' That  Mary  Porter  has  near  half  an  acre  of  a town  plot,  and  that 
he  received  rent  from  her  last  harvest,  for  the  Marquis  of  Clauricarde,  and  that  the  plot  is  now- 
sown  with  potatoes  and  oats. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Loughrea  the  5th  May,  1848. 

Owen  Llotd,  Poor  Laio  Inspector. 

Expect in°-  the  examination  of  James  Kelly  would  be  resumed  on  Saturday,  and  until  his 
list  was  gone  through,  I did  not  require  him  to  sign  his  evidence.  When  I was  leaving 
Loughrea  he  was  absent. 

May  20,  1S48.  °WEN  Lloyd. 

I have  surveyed,  by  order  of  G.  Richards,  Esq.,  the  following  divisions  of  land  in  the  town 
of  Loughrea  (as  shown  me),  viz.  : — 


No.  5,  on  James  Kelly's  List. 


Irish. 

Statute. 

No.  1,  Plot — Being  to  the  rere  of  the 
dwelling-house  and  offices  of  Martin 

Cahalan  in  Bride-street 

No.  2,  Plot — Being  attached  to  three  houses 

on  the  rock 

No.  3,  Plot — Being  attached  to  two  houses 
at  the  Brewery 

a.  r.  r. 

0 0 7 
0 0 11$ 
0 0 10i 

A.  R.  V. 

0 0 11* 
0 0 19* 
0 0 1GJ 

Total 

0 0 29 

0 0 46i 

Surveyed,  May  8,  1848. 

Martin  Haire. 

(S.) 

Garrett  Burke,  late  collector,  and  under  agent  to  Sir  Thomas  Burke,  Barf.,  being  duly 
sworn,  saith — I am  well  acquainted  with  the  electoral  divisions  of  Ballinakill,  Dooniry, 
Portumna,  and  Teena,  that  1 have  been  in  almost  every  house  in  these  divisions,  and  that 
destitution,  to  a very  great  extent,  prevails  in  the  four  divisions  upon  which  I collect  the  rates; 
there  are,  at  least,  300  families  holding  from  4 to  12  acres,  on  whose  land  there  is  neither 
stock  or  corn,  nor  provision  within  their  houses ; that  they  are  unable  to  pay  their  rates,  and  I 
do  not  expect  to  get  any  from  them,  before  harvest,  unless  I find  grazing  cattle  during  the 
summer.  Holders  of  land  from  12  to  20  acres  to  the  number  of  50,  are  nearly  as  destitute, 
and. of  the  two  classes  very  few  attend  chapel  for  want,  of  decent  clothes..  The  com  sown  last 
year  was  greater  in  proportion  than  that  sown  this  year,  but  potatoes  are  being  planted  ex- 
tensively, I think  the  deaths  during  the  last  year  amounted  to  one-eighth  of  the  population. 
I kept  an  account  of  the  persons  that  went  to  America  as  well  as  I could  learn,  .and  out  of  the 
four  divisions,  300  able-bodied  persons  went  thither.  I was  for  five  years  manager  of  a loan 
fund,  whicli  amounted  to  2000/. ; when  the  potato  crop  failed,  I called  in  the  money  and 
collected  about  1400/.,  the  remaining  600/.  is  still  unpaid,  'jet,  for  three  years,  before  the 
potato  crop  .failed  there  were  not  10  defaulters,  nor  was  a summons  ever  served  to  enforce 
payment. 

There  are  about  20  gentlemen  residing  in  the  divisions,  six  of  whom  give  employment  to 
the  poor. 

The  destitution  of  the  district  will  amount  to  5000  at  the  lowest  calculation,  at  the  present 
the  number  relieved  amounts  to  2144,  upon  the  out-door  relief  lists,-as  appeared  upon  the 
book  of  relieving  officers. 

Garrett  Burke. 


Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me, 
house,  27th  April,  1848. 


being  first  read,  at  Loughrea  Union  ' Work- 
Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Laio  Inspector. 


(T.) 

Robert  Darcy,  of  Woodville,  near  -Loughrea,  Esq.,  J.P.,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  I 
and  have  been  agent  to  the  Marquis  of  Clanricarde  for  upwards  of  20  years,  that  I am  well 
acquainted  with  the  Loughrea  Union,  that  I am  of  opinion  that  destitution  is  on  the  increase, 
that  though  provisions  are  little  more  than  one-- third  of  what  they  were  last  year,  the  suffering 
of  the  poor  is  greater  as  they  have  not  the  means  to  procure  it;  he  knows  - men  holding  1U 
acres  of  land  in  as  great  destitution  as  the  persons  receiving  out-door  relief,  yet  they  retmn 
their  land  and  disentitle  themselves  to  relief  rather  than  part  with  it.  .The  farmers  are  generally 


* The  two  latter  plots  are  partly  bounded  bv  narrow  roads,  no  part  of  which  is  included  in  the  above 
measurement — M.  H. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  903 

speaking,  making  very  great  exertion  to  get  their  crops  down,  and  potatoes  are  extensively  Loughrea  Union. 

PlRents  are  not  paid  as  well  this  year  as  they  were  last,  though  the  rate  at  which  the  land  is 
let  is  under  the  ordnance  survey.  There  is  not  amongst  the  holders  of  land  of  from  10  to  20 
acres,  the  quantity  of  stock  they  possessed  in  former  years.  The  greatest  possible  exertions 
are  being  made  by  the  able-bodied  labourers  and  mechanics  to  emigrate,  and  very  many  would 
accompany  those  going  could  they  procure  the  means. 

r Robert  Darcy. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  at  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  this  28th  April, 

1848.  ^ T , 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Mr.  Thomas  Machlin,  contractor  and  general  merchant,  bein^  duly  sworn,  saith— I live  in 
the  town  of  Loughrea  and  have  a general  knowledge  of  the  Union,  and  am  well  acquainted 
with  the  people  of  every  grade.  I was  a member  of  tne  Loughrea  Relief  Committee  under 
the  Temporary  Relief  Act  last  year,  when  about  4000  persons  were  daily  supplied  with  food, 
and  I think  all  who  required  relief  had  it ; already  iu  the  same  district,  recipients  of  out-door 
relief  number  1441,  and  I state  that  before  the  1st  June,  the  recipients  will  be  double  the 
number,  unless  labour  be  extensively  supplied.  There  are  two  extensive  lines  of  drainage  in 
the  Union  which  have  passed  the  Board  of  Works,  these,  if  opened,  absorb  a portion  of  the 
labour.  There  is  not  as  much  oats  sown  this  year  as  last  by  one  quarter ; there  is  a good 
deal  more  wheat;  and  potatoes  are  planted  to  a considerable  extent.  I am  agent  to  an  emi- 
gration company,  and  the  numbers  applying  for  information,  as  to  expense  of  passage,  is  very 
great,  but  most  are  deterred  from  proceeding  there  for  want  of  means.  I have  known  many 
persons,  who,  a few  years  since,  were  in  comfortable  circumstances  are  now  without  decent 
clothing  having  parted  with  all  they  had  to  procure  food.  I find  a great  number  of  occupiers  of 
small  holdings  have  not  seed  to  plant  the  ground,  and  if  some  means  are  not  taken  to  supply 
them  the  destitution  will  not  terminate  this  year,  .let  the  potato  crop  turn  out  ever  so  well. 

Thomas  Macklin. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  at  the  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  this  29th 
April,  1848. 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


' Rev  Thomas  Burke,  Parish  Priest,  of  Licmolassy  and  Kilmanalogue,  iu  the  electoral  di- 
visions of  Portumna  and  Kilguare,  the  former  of  which  is  in  the  Union  of  Loughrea,  being  duly 
sworn  saith— That  I have  been  parish  priest  of  Portumna  for  the  last  year  and  a half,  and 
have,  during  that  time,  resided  in  Portumna.  I am  intimately  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances of  my  parishioners,  and  can  truly  state,  that  destitution  in  my  parish  is  more  intense 
this  year  than  it  was  last,  but  less  extensive ; that  this  time  last  year,  and  up  to  the  middle  of 
the  month,  employment  was  extensive,  and  though  provisions  were  three  times  dearer  than  at 
present,  they  were  easier  procured,  as  there  was  a good  deal  of  money  in  circulation ; the 
people  endured  less  privation,  and  that  in  the  event  of  the  people  being  unemployed  during  the 
summer,  the  destitution  will  be  such  as  that  no  Poor  Law  can  meet.  Iu  the  town  of  Por- 
tumna Mr.  Ryan,  the  resident  magistrate,  and  I,  have  succeeded  in  getting  up  a woollen 
factory  where  110  females,  having  475  individuals  in  their  families,  were  employed  up  to  the 
28th  ultimo  ; that  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  demand  for  the  articles  manufactured,  namely, 
flannel  tweed,  and  woollen  stockings,  the  numbers  have  been  considerably  reduced,  and  the 
persons  hitherto  employed  by  us  are  thrown  upon  the  rates  ; that  had  we  an  outlet  for  our 
manufactured  goods,  we  could  emplov  a much  larger  number,  and  thus  encourage  a spirit  of 
industry  and  self-reliance  in  the  people.  I observe  a very  great  desire,  upon  the  part  of  the 
occupiers  of  land  generally  to  return  to  the  cultivation  of  the  potato,  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
green  crops,  and  the  potato  is  just  now  being  extensively  planted.  There  is  not  one  quarter 
the  usual  quantity  of  pigs  in  the  Union.  Sheep  and  black  cattle  are  not  much  dimmished  in 
number,  there  never  having  been  many  of  either  in  this  part  of  the  Union,  which  is  chiefly 
agricultural.  Indian  and  rye  meal  are  coming  very  much  into  use,  until  lately,  there  was  a 
great  prejudice  against  both.  Since  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop,  wheaten  meal  was  the 
general  diet  of  the  people;  the  food  of  the  poor  was  chiefly  turnip  with  a little  meal  shaken 
thereon,  as  long  as  the  supply  lasted.  It  is  now  principally  rye  meal.  I was  Chairman  ot 
the  Portumna  Relief  Committee  for  some  months  last  year,  during  which  time  several  occupiers 
of  as  much  as  two  acres  of  land,  were  in  the  daily  receipt  of  rations ; as  long  as  rations  were 
confined  to  cooked  food,  the  numbers  on  the  relief  lists  were  considerably  less  than  when  meal 
came  to  be  distributed.  I consider,  as  regards  the  clothing  of  the  people,  that  they  are  in  a 
very  destitute  condition,  generally  speaking,  and  to  such  an  extent  as  to  confine  them  to  their 

homes-  Thomas  Burke,  P.P. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me  at  Loughrea  this  3rd  day  of  May;  1848. 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 
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Longhrea  Union.  (W.) 

James  Martin  Lynch , of  Loughrea,  late  rate-collector,  for  No.  1 District,  comprising  the 

electoral  divisions  of  Loughrea,  Kilchreest  and  Killinedeerna,  being  duly  sworn,  saitli f was 

elected  master  of  the  Loughrea  Union  workhouse,  on  the  3rd  June,  1843,  and  continued  as 
such  until  the  2nd  May,  1846,  when  I resigned,  in  consequence  of  the  matron  havino-  died  of 
fever.  I was  engaged  with  my  brother  in  the  leather  trade,  until  the  months  of  August  last 
when  I found  I could  not  serve  his  trade  and  collect  the  rates  which  I had  undertaken  to  do 
from  the  31st  of  May  preceding.  The  reason  I had  to  believe  I could  not  serve  my  brother 
and  be  a rate-collector,  was,  that  owing  rates,  and  wanting  leather,  persons  would  not  come  to 
the  shop.  I am  well  acquainted  with  the  three  electoral  divisions  I have  named,  and  I truly 
swear  that  the  destitution  this  year  is  three-fourths  greater  than  it  was  last  year ; somethin? 
more  in  Loughrea  than  in  the  other  two  divisions.  I consider  the  destitution  arises  from 
want  of  employment  for  the  people  ; from  several  heads  of  families  having  died  last  year,  and 
the  beginning  of  this,  leaving  their  widows  and  orphans  without  any  support,  from  the  failure 
of  the  potato  crop,  and  from  the  inability  of  numbers  last  year  to  sow'  a crop  of  any  kind, 
though  in  possession  of  land,  seed  oats  rating  as  high  in  the  markets  as  28j.  per  barrel  of 
14  stone,  and  at  one  market  in  Loughrea  as  high  as  32s,  and  potatoes  at  Is.  6d.  per  stone,  or 
10s.  6 d.  per  cwt.  In  the  three  divisions  there  is  more  corn  sown  than  was  last  year ; by  corn 
I mean  wheat.,  oats,  and  barley  ; and  potatoes  are  planted  by  every  person  that  can  procure 
seed  upon  any  terms ; and  so  great  was  the  demand  for  seed,  that  on  last  market-day  potatoes 
rose  in  price  from  8id.  per  stone  in  the  morning,  to  lHrf.  per  stone  in  the  evening  On 
Thursday,  the  20th  April,  there  were  134  carts  of  potatoes  in  the  Loughrea  market,  ave- 
raging at  the  least  10  cwt.  per  cart.  With  the  exception  of  a tan-yard  in  Loughrea,  there  is 
not  another  manufactory  in  the  three  divisions,  and  this  employs  but  four  or  five  hands.  Up 
to  Christmas  there  had  been  a brewery,  which  is  now  converted  into  an  auxiliary  workhouse 
The  arable  land  varies  in  value  throughout  the  district  from  25s.  to  30s.  per  acre,  and  when 
properly  cultivated  produces  on  an  average  one  ton  wheat  to  the  acre— 15  barrels  oats,  16 
barrels  barley,  and  10  tons  potatoes.  The  clothing  of  the  people,  who  possess  land  from  five 
acres  downwards,  is  as  bad  as  can  be,  with  few  exceptions;  and  on  this  account  very  many  are 
prevented  attending  worship  on  Sabbath  days.  I have  seen  but  one  weaver  at  work  ; wheels, 
reels  cards,  are  all  idle  for  want  of  means  to  purchase  materials  to  manufacture  linen,  frieze,' 
such  b*an^6tS  *°r  tae  use  l^e  People  themselves,  and  they  are  literally  naked  for  want  of 


James  Martin  Lynch. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me  at  Longhrea,  the  31st  May,  1848,  bein?  first 
duly  read.  c 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector , 

1x7 

WiUiam  Proctor  being  duly  sworn,  saith— I am  relieving  officer  for  No.  2 District,  com- 
prising the  electoral  divisions  of  Athenry,  Cranghwell,  and  Kilconiron,  in  the  Union  of  I.oi,gh- 
1 i u1'  C“tra  of  1 16  dl?,ncl  as  Ilearly  as  possible.  I have  visited  the  house  of  emy 
dom^reilpf0  t PeraaaI'enf  residence,  and  the  lodging  of  others  who  are  in  receiptofo.it- 
of  ™ehlv/ii  V'”rear. * - f°Ae  be!t  of  "V  and  belief,  there  is  not  one  in  receipt 

not  ha.io  ? h?‘  ‘S  no,.en“led  “»™to,  and  there  are  very  many  in  a destitute  state,  so  far  as 
A t hi  "«,Pp°vls,0I1.s<.  Y'10  ““?*  very  “»■'  port  with  their  land  to  be  entitled  lo  relief.  In  tile 
increase  tn^MWHi  AT”'  430,are  at  Pre5enl  receiving  out-door  relief,  and  this  number  must 
ewS  V • • -rf  l0”&  “nleSS  somB  emp'oymoM  be  provided  for  them.  In  the  Cranghwell 
L°  FT"5  *«  relieved,  and  this  numbef,  unless  as  stated  before,  will  increase 
crease  m inn  i ; A “ Kdcon"'on  electoral  division  there  are  68  on  the  list,  that  must  in- 
in  tKs  ffivi,?™  th8.  Pe0P  e are  employed : there  is  a probability  of  work  being  carried  on 

Lvtlnsi  A . 1 A 18  “ aref  ?e  crop  of  wheat,  but  not  much  oats.  Potatoes  are  very 
of  eoitle  n e, ?n  none  0 tbe  ^ree  divisions  have  the  small  holders  of  land  the  quantity 
hav  in  feed  it  US6i  ? have,  nor  are  they  in  the  same  condition,  as  they  could  not  purchase 
last  vear  qn  1-1*7  ' * was  7^  anc*  store^eePer  to  the  Kilconiron  Relief  Committee 

and  land  CirJ  v . ^ Persons  were  daily  fed,  many  of  whom  were  in  possession  of  both  cattle 
receive  relief  a 7 +7  ° 777  tlan  **ve  acres  of'  'an<^  were  permitted  by  the  Committee  to 
have  discovered  a ^ or  sheeP  had  a reduction  made  from  their  rations.  I 

than  one  cow  a Wa<»  n r.eceivino  relief  last  year,  who  had  more  tban  five  acres  of  land,  more 
if  relieving  offippi-  7 cart^nc*  employment.  There  will  - be  less  imposition  this  vear 
gerSgif  Sev  7 ?°n?St’  th,0USh  niany  of  the  sraa11  landholders  will  give  up  their  land  to 

of  their  lives  tn  hr>l!i  7 Se'empl°yment.  There  are  also  many  who  will  struggle  at  the  risk 
their  lwes  to  hold  what  they  have,  rather  than  part  with  it  to  go  into  the  wofkhouse. 

Q Wm.  Proctor,  Relieving  Officer. 

worn  and  acknowledged  before  me  at  Loughrea,  this  9th  of  May,  1848.' 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 
aith — I am  Protestant  rector  of  Kilc< 
„„„  , . id  Union  of  Loughrea.  I am  acquainte 

though  I coneeirp  nnt  Cn  res.lc^e’  ^ consider  that  destitution  prevails  to  a great  extent, 
few  weeks  I anr»reh  nd  ^rea-naS  m SOme  °*"  t^le  neigfibouring  districts ; yet  in  the  course  of  a 
m^er  he  aiST rr  / 7 lncreasa  considerably,  unless  employment  in  a more  extended 
manner  be  given.  Up  to  about  a month  since  I was  enabled,  from  funds  placed  at  my  dis- 
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posal,  to  give  considerable  reliefto  the  poorin  the  neighbourhood;  these  resources  are  nownearly  Loughrea  Union, 
exhausted,  and  I consider  many  who  have  been  relieved  by  me  and  by  others  in  this  district,  ■— 

must  now  avail  themselves  of  the  relief  afforded  by  law  to  the  destitute.  I consider,  if  the 
food  was  cooked,  it  would  conduce  more  to  the  health  of  the  people,  than  by  giving  meal,  as 
the  means  of  cooking  it  properly  is  not  within  their  reach,  generally  speaking  ; and  the  por- 
tion of  the  people  who  are  by  law  entitled  to  relief  being  more  circumscribed,  the  adminis- 
tration of  relief  will  be  less  subject  to  imposition. 

Robert  P.  Graham. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  me,  this  10th  May,  1848,  at.  Loughrea. 

Owen  Lloyd,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Sir,  Stonelagc  Cranghwell,  April  27,  1848. 

I beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  dated  22nd  instant,  relating  to  the  distress, 
absolute  and  comparative,  within  Loughrea  Union,  and  expressing  your  wish  that  I should 
give  to  you  such  information  as  I am  acquainted  with. 

I do  not  reside  in  Loughrea  Union;  I live  in  Gort  Union;  and  except  as  to  townlands 
skirting  my  neighbourhood,  I regret,  that  I cannot  forward  your  views. 

I believe  that  you  will  find  destitution  is  progressing;  that  the  blanks  left  by  death  are 
filled  up  from  the  farming  class  gradually  sinking  to  pauperism.  In  illustration  of  this,  I 
refer  to  townland  of  Polnabanny,  parish  of  Killora  (Loughrea  Union):  there  are  there  two 
farmers,  James  Burke  and  Patrick  Kennedy,  holding  from  six  to  ten  acres  (Irish)  each. 

They  were  comfortable,  but  now  destitute,  and  with  grounds  unsown,  wholly,  I believp.  They 
were  working  lately  with  me  as  day-labourers ; they  often  got  meal  from  me,  as  I was  aware 
they  and  their  families  had  no  food,  I could  name  another  case,  but  the  man  is  somewhat 
above  the  class  of  small  farmers,  and  I frequently  have  given  his  family  food  at  evening,  when 
I knew  they  were  fasting  the  entire  day : the  person  to  whom  I refer,  was  last  year  quite 
beyond  anything  of  want  of  food,  &c. 

You  are  aware,  no  doubt,  that  there  is  a deep  margin  of  misery  beyond  the  circle  of  poor- 
law  aid,  and  that  among  the  small  landholders  the  most  intense  penury  exists.  I have  encou- 
raged all  I could  act  on  by  advice,  &c.,  to  sow  as  much  corn  and  other  crops  as  possible — 

“ Come  what  may,  sow  the  ground;  you  will  not  be  let  perish.'’  Even  this  morning's  expe- 
rience presents  a case  : a man  named  Tierney  had  sown  all  he  could  ; he  has  “ down  ” two 
acres  of  wheat  and  two  of  oats,  and  some  potatoes;  he  had  nothing  for  his  family's  breakfast, 
except  a stone  of  potatoes  he  wanted  for  seed.  I know  he  eat  them,  and  went  to  sell  or  pawn 
some  little  matter  to  buy  food  and  make  good  his  potato  seed. 

Believe  me,  that  from  this  up  to  harvest,  there  will  be  terrible  suffering  in  this  parish  of 
Kilconiron,  particularly  among  the  small  farmers.  The  man  who  has  sown  his  ground  has 
performed  a public  as  well  as  a private  duty,  and  I am  pretty  sure  it  will  be  conceded  that  he 
should  get  help. 

I have  suggested  that,  now  the  turnip  season  is  at  hand,  that  premiums  in  the  shape  of 
rations  should  be  given  to  those  in  want  of  food,  who  satisfy  that  they  prepare  and  duly  plant 
turnip  seed. 

Turnips  may  float  us  over  three  or  four  months ; every  precaution  seems  required  to  guard 
against  a potato  failure  ; if  that  occurs  this  year,  woe  to  all  institutions. 

I am,  Sic,  your  very  humble  Servant, 

To  Oioen  Lloyd,  Esq,  J.  Stanley. 

Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Memorandum  for  Owen  Lloyd,  Esq. 

There  is  difficulty  in  comparing  1847  and  1848.  Last  year  we  had  famine  and  plenty  of 
money,  this  year  a comparative  abundance,  and  no  means  to  procure  food.  The  taxes  press 
so  heavily  upon  land,  that  both  proprietors  and  farmers  are  economised  in  labour.  Sickness, 
particularly  fever,  which  generally  goes  through  a whole  family,  has  added  considerably  to  des- 
titution. The  operation  of  the  Poor  Law,  and  clearing  off  of  small  holders,  has  reduced  many- 
active  labourers  of  1847  to  the  greatest  distress,  and  in  consequence  of  the  great  mortality  in 
the  poor-house,  many  prefer  perishing  outside  to  getting  relief  in-doors.  There  are  persons  who 
obtain  precarious  work,  and  would  sooner  look  to  such  uncertain  means  of  support  than  go  upon 
the  Union.  It  would  be  a boon  indeed,  if  Government  extended  the  offer  of  free  passage  to 
Australia  to  single  young  women  of  good  character,  who  now  refuse  to  go  into  the  poor-house, 
and  get  a very  uncertain  livelihood.  I know  some  who  would  be  most  valuable  emigrants,  and 
who  would  be  most  anxious  and  willing  to  go,  but  are  too  poor,  and  have  no  relatives  to  help 
them.  I send  you  a list  of  interments  in  this  immediate  district  (parishes  of  Kilchreest  and 
Killinane)  taken  by  me  since  the  7th  February.  Last  year  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining 
the  number  of  deaths;  they  were  more  than  this  present  list,  and  contained  a vast  number  of 
the  aged,  whose  years  were  unable  to  withstand  privation.  A more  regular  system  in  distri- 
buting out-door  rations  would  be  of  advantage;  I have  seen  people  here  waiting  from  day  to 
day  at  times,  and  for  hours  and  hours  after  the  appointed  distribution  hour. 


6 A 
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Loughrea  Union. 


No. 

Date 

Name. 

Age. 

Disease. 

1 

1848. 

February  7 

Michael  Bohan 

16 

Fever. 

2 

8 

! Richard  Connington 

80 

Age. 

3 

8 

Fardy  Hynes  . 

50 

Destitution. 

4 

. 

12 

Patrick  Ouirhagan 

40 

Destitution. 

5 

12 

; Julia  Marmion 

2 

Fever. 

6 

14 

; James  Haverty 

19 

Destitution. 

15 

, Lawrence  Smith  . 

80 

Age. 

S 

17 

i Martin  Ford  . 

60 

Decline. 

9 

18 

1 Kate  Fallon  . 

23 

Fever. 

10 

IS 

[ Mary  Shaughnessy 

18 

Dysentery. 

11 

■21 

1 Mary  Baskerville  . 

27 

Fever  after  Confinement. 

12 

24 

| Mary  Deely 

20 

Fever. 

13 

26 

William  Marmion 

48 

Fever. 

14 

26 

Anne  Tully 

85 

Age. 

15 

March 

7 

Mary  Madden  . 

50 

Dysentery. 

16 

8 

Unkuown  boy  . 

15 

Destitution.  Found  dead  inCloughan. 

17 

, , 

12 

John  Deeley  . 

50 

Dysentery. 

IS 

18 

John  Kerwick 

45 

Fever. 

19 

28 

Catherine  Broderick 

60 

Age. 

20 

28 

John  Ford  . 

26 

Fever,  out  of  the  same  house. 

21 

28 

Pecgy  Ford 

16 

Fever,  out  of  the  same  house. 

22 

April 

4 

James  Ruane  . 

23 

Fever. 

23 

12 

Anne  Sheehan 

70 

24 

12 

Martin  Shaughnessy 

40 

Destitution. 

25 

15 

Winney  Daley 

45 

Fever. 

26 

15 

Widow  Higgirton  . 

60 

Age. 

27 

, , 

18 

John  Gloster  . 

21 

Rupture  of  blood  vessel. 

28 

19 

James  Corrican 

10 

Gravel. 

29 

, , 

20 

Mary  Leary 

13 

Decline. 

30 

, , 

21 

Margaret  Kilboy  . 

65 

Age. 

31 

24 

Anne  Bohan  . 

22 

Fever,  same  house  as  No.  1. 
Destitution. 

32 

24 

John  Fahy 

2* 

33 

26 

John  Smith 

40 

Fever. 

34 

27 

John  Persse 

35 

Decline. 

35 

28 

Mary  Dooley  . 

50 

Decline. 

36 

28 

Ellen  Bohan  . 

52 

Fever,  same  house  as  No.  1 and  31. 

37 

, , 

29 

Mary  Ford 

30 

Destitution. 

38 

30 

John  Misgill  . 

60 

Fever. 

39 

30 

Mary  Sheehan  . 

70 

40 

” 

30 

Patrick  Ruane 

14 

Destitution. 

The  Union  is  so  extensive,  comprising  four  other  parishes,  I could  not  obtain  any  accurate 
return  of  interments  except  in  those  two  which  I may  vouch  for. 

Yours,  &c., 

William  O’Grady. 

Rector  of.KiUinane  Union, 
County  of  Galway. 

Ballymacward,  Castleblakeney, 

Sir,  April  28,  1848. 

I have  by  this  morning’s  post  received  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  and  have  in  reply 
to  express  ray  regret  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  attend  at  the  Board-room,  Loughrea, 
as  you  request,  either  on  this  day  or  to-morrow.  I would  gladly  assist  you  in  the  important 
inquiry  which  you  have  been  directed  to  make  into  the  amount  of  destitution  existing,  and  likely 
to  exist,  during  the  present  season  in  the  Loughrea  Union,  but  the  late  notice  I have  had  of 
your  desire  to  obtain  information  personally  from  me,  and  previous  important  engagements,  will 
account  for  my  non-attendance  on  the  days  you  mention,  it  may  perhaps  answer  equally  well 
that  I communicate  my  opinions  in  this  letter. 

I am  bound  in  the  outset  to  inform  you,  that  until  last  September  I had  very  little  personal 
knowledge  of  the  general  state  of  Loughrea  Union.  I was  well  acquainted  with  the  condition 
of  one  electoral  division  in  the  Union,  Clonkeen,  of  a very  considerable  portion  of  which  up  to 
that  time  I was  parish  priest.  Residing  still  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  that  electoral 
division,  I am  cognizant  of  the  destitution  that  prevails  there,  and  I have  no  hesitation  in 
testifying  to  its  great  extent  and  progressive  increase.  A most  extraordinary  effort  has  been 
made  there,  indeed,  to  plant  potatoes  and  otherwise,  by  timely  sowings  to  provide  food  at  the 
earliest  part  of  the  approaching  harvest.  But  to  accomplish  this,  the  landholders  have  been 
obliged  to  part  with  what  food  they  had  in  their  possession,  and  in  several  instances  to  sell  at 
the  present  ruinously  low  prices  their  remnant  of  cattle,  and  even  to  pawn  their  scanty  clothing 
in  order  to  buy  seed.  Heretofore  in  the  summer  season,  when  the  food  raised  by  a family  the 
preceding  year  was  exhausted,  a supply  was  procured  on  credit,  perhaps  at  a usuriously  high 
price,  from  some  local  meal  dealer.  This  year  there  is  no  chance  whatever  of  such  an  accom- 
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modation.  Hence  the  privations  of  the  poor  landholders  during  the  next  summer  must  be  Loughrea  Union. 

much  greater  than  they  have  ever  been  before;  much  more  than  they  were  even  last  summer,  

as  they  then  participated  to  some  extent  in  the  relief  afforded  under  the  Temporary  Relief 
Act;  the  quarter  acre  clause  in  the  present  Poor  Relief  Act  entirely  deprives  this  class  of 
destitute  landholders  of  any  benefit  from  the  taxes  to  which  many  and  most  of  them  have  con- 
tributed. There  is  nothing  indeed  in  that  Act  to  prevent  the  relief  of  their  adult  children,  but 
such  relief  can  ordinarily  be  obtained  only  in  the  workhouse  ; and  I need  not  remind  you,  sir, 
with  what  jealous  severity  the  extension  of  even  workhouse  relief  to  the  adult  children  of  land- 
holders would  be  watched  by  the  more  influential  rate-payers,  and  with  what  conclusive  evi- 
dence such  applicants  for  workhouse  imprisonment  should  establish  that,  they  were  guilty  ot  desti- 
tution. There  are  besides  other  influential  causes  which  under  the  Poor  Relief  Act  are  almost, 
if  not  entirely,  unavailable  in  favour  of  the  destitute  adidt  members  of  landholding  families. 

A deep  anxiety  on  the  part  of  parents  to  preserve  their  children — their  female  children 
especially — from  the  probable  contamination  of  bad  companionship  in  a workhouse,  has  caused 
many  a child  to  be  kept  at  home  in  nakedness  and  hunger  until  its  health  and  strength  have 
been  utterly  destroyed.  I have  myself  often  hesitated  as  to  the  choice  which  a starving  female 
should  make  between  the  consequences  of  starvation  at  home,  and  the  proximate  danger  of 
moral  corruption  in  a workhouse.  In  a proportional  degree  the  same  objection  applies  to  the 
separation  of  adult  boys  from  their  parents,  and  their  entrance  into  a workhouse.  It  need 
scarcely  be  observed  that,  in  regard  to  both  male  and  female  children,  such  an  early  severance 
of  the  family  ties,  and  the  substitution  of  workhouse  discipline,  such  as  it  may  be,  for  domestic 
and  parental  control,  cannot  conduce  to  the  interests  of  morality.  But  besides  this  important 
consideration,  the  alarming  mortality  in  the  workhouses,  by  which  the'  inefficiency  or  the  mal- 
administration of  the  Poor  Law  has  been  so  disastrously  proved,  must  deter  any  parent  from 
tendering  bis  child  for  admission  to  their  infected  and  fatal  precincts. 

Thus  the  small  landholder,  holding  above  the  legal  maximum,  who  has  deserved  so  well  of 
society  by  his  effort  to  sow  a crop,  who  has  for  that  purpose  deprived  himself  and  his  family  of 
present  food,  who,  it  may  be,  has  pawned  his  own,  his  wife’s  or  his  children’s  clothes,  in  order 
to  raise  the  price  of  seed,  this  poor  landholder  is,  with  all  his  children,  excluded  from  that  legal 
relief  which  is  relied  on  as  sufficient.  This  large  and  meritorious  class  is  therefore  this  summer 
in  a worse  condition  than  it  was  during  the  operation  of  the  Temporary  Relief  Act ; and  until 
the  new  food  shall  become  available,  it  is  my  opinion  that  its  suffering  members  will  be  daily 
increasing,  unless  the  increase  be  counterbalanced  by  the  deaths  of  others  belonging  to  it,  and 
that  its  privations  will  be  each  day  more  painfully  severe. 

As  to  the  other  classes  of  destitute  persons,  for  whose  benefit  it  is  alleged  that  the  present 
Poor  Law  is  more  immediately  intended — the  helpless,  the  old,  the  able-bodied  destitute  (all  it 
is  supposed  landless),  there  can  be  no  question,  that  unless  to  the  extent  that  death  has  effected 
a diminution,  their  numbers  are  at  least  as  great  as  they  were  last  year.  My  own  impression  is 
that  they  are  greater.  There  is  no  employment  to  furnish  a livelihood  to  the  able-bodied, 
and  to  enable  them  to  support  their  old  or  helpless  relatives ; I have  no  doubt,  indeed,  that  the 
scanty  food  which  alone  these  classes  could  procure  during  the  last  winter,  their  bad  clothing, 
and  the  unjust  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Poor  Law  executive  to  make  suitable  arrangements  for 
their  relief,  I have  no  doubt  that  these  causes  have  re  sulted  in  the  deaths  of  many,  who  if  duly 
and  in  proper  time  relieved  would  be  now  alive  to  claim  a continuance  of  relief ; but  the  dimi- 
nution that  may  have  occurred  in  that  way,  is  more  than  balanced  by  the  accession  to  the 
classes  of  which  I now  treat,  of  those  who  in  past  years  held  land,  and  who  have  this  year  been 
either  evicted  by  their  landlords,  or  forced  by  the  operation  of  the  quarter  acre  clause  to 
surrender  their  holdings.  The  electoral  division  of  Loughrea  is,  I apprehend,  an  illustration 
of  this  remark.  In  few  places  has  there  been  a greater  mortality,  yet  the  deaths  of  its  destitute 
inhabitants  (in  and  out  of  the  workhouse)  do  not  appear  to  have  reduced  the  gross  number  of 
persons  justly  claiming  relief;  nay,  I am  under  the  impression  that  more  are  now  deemed 
entitled  thereto  than,  with  the  tests  and  conditions  now  enforced,  could  have  been  allowed,  under 
the  Temporary  Relief  Act.  If  my  impression  be  correct,  it  follows  that  more  are  now  destitute 
than  then  were,  and  that  their  destitution  too  is  more  painfully  severe. 

That  such  is  the  case  also  throughout  the  Union  at  large  I fully  believe.  In  travelling 
through  some  of  the  electoral  divisions  I have  seen  unmistakeable  evidence  of  increased  desti- 
tution, in  the  roofless  houses  from  which  the  inmates  have  been  cast  forth  to  beg  and  to  die; 

I decline  referring  to  particular  localities,  but  the  notoriety  of  the  facts  supersedes  the  necessity 
of  a more  specific  reference.  I have  on  other  and  solemn  occasions,  recorded  my  opinion  of 
the  present  system  of  Poor  Laws,  of  its  inaptitude,  its  inefficiency,  and  its  mischief;  I regard 
it  as  at  variance  with  sound  policy,  with  justice,  and  with  morality. 

I think  it  unjust  and  impolitic  in  its  mode  of  providing  for  the  assessment  and  disbursement 
of  the  relief  funds.  Ordinarily,  both  these  vital  parts  of  the  system  are  committed  to  a Board 
of  Guardians,  so  constituted,  that  its  members  have,  or  are  presumed  by  themselves  and  others 
to  have,  a direct  and  immediate  pecuniary  interest  in  keeping  the  poor-rate  at  the  lowest 
possible  figure ; not  by  affording  ample  employment,  and  thus  rendering  recourse  to  legal 
relief  as  little  necessary  as  may  be,  but  by  withholding  due  and  timely  relief  from  the  unem- 
ployed and  the  helpless,  delaying  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  distress  until  destitution  accumu- 
lates to  such  an  extent,  that  the  crude  and  imperfect  measures  hastily  taken  to  meet  it.  are 
utterly  inadequate.  I do  not  make  these  remarks  in  order  to  apply  them  to  the  late  Loughrea 
Board  of  Guardians.  On  that  Board  there  were  some  gentlemen  whom  I have  the  honour  of 
knowing,  and  on  whose  humanity,  efficiency,  and  zeal  in  the  service  of  the  poor  I would  freely 
rely ; but  I feel  also  bound  to  add,  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  cause,  or  on  whatever 
members  of  that  Board  the  blame  must  rest,  timely  arrangements  were  not  made  for -the  relief 
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Loughrea Union,  of  the  poor  of  the  Union;  however,  my  remarks  are  intended  to  apply  generally  to  the  con- 
st itution  of  Boards  of  Guardians.  There  can  be  no  confidence  reposed  in  bodies,  of  which 
some  of  the  most  leading  and  influential  members  ex  officio,  are  ihe  most  notorious  and  heart- 
less depopulators  of  the  country.  Again,  I think  that  the  Poor  Law  is  unjust  in  its  exemption 
of  various  kinds  of  property  from  poor-rate  taxation,  and  particularly  unjust  in  its  equally 
taxing  property  that  gives,  and  property  that  does  not  give  employment.  I would  respectfully 
and  earnestly  through  you.  Sir,  call  the  attention  of  those  to  whose  department  in  the  Govern- 
ment this  question  belongs,  to  the  fact  that  the  same  poundage  rate  is  paid  for  the  cultivated 
farms  (on  which  great  employment  necessarily  has  been  afforded),  and  for  the  vast  grass  farms 
and  large  demesnes  on  which  only  a few  herdsmen,  gate-keepers,  or  wood  rangers,  are  employed. 
This  I think  very  unjust,  and  I submit  whether  lands  of  the  latter  class  should  not  be  justly 
subjected  to  a much  higher  poundage  rate  than  those  of  the  former.  I abstain  from  suggesting 
the  ratio  in  which  the  increase  should  take  place,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  such  an  adjustment 
of  the  rate  would  be  much  preferable  to  the  project,  of  altering  the  area  of  taxation  into  either 
a townland  or  Union  area;  that  it  would  be  not  only  equitable  to  the  rate-payers,  but  stimulate 
employment  and  cause  a vastly  increased  production  of  food,  of  its  practicability  there  can  be 
no  doubt.  At  a certain  fixed  time  in  each  year  a revisor  of  the  valuation  could  easily  visit  all 
the  rated  lands  of  a district,  and  could  as  easily  apportion  in  the  prescribed  ratio,  whatever  that 
might  be,  the  taxes  between  the  lands  in  course  of  tillage,  and  those  devoted  to  pasture  or 
meadow,  as  he  now  discriminates  between  41.  holdings,  and  those  of  higher  value. 

But  there  is  one  part  of  the  present  system  of  Poor  Laws,  of  which  I confess  my  entire 
abhorrence — the  workhouse  principle.  A labour  test  for  the  able-bodied  applicants  for  relief 
is  most  just — just  to  the  rate-payers  and  just  to  the  relieved.  Hospitals  are  necessary  for  the 
destitute  sick,  and  perhaps  in  some  localities  houses  of  refuge  for  the  helpless  young  or  old, 
whom  Providence  has  bereft  of  relatives ; but  a house  wherein  to  immure  the  able-bodied  and 
the  young  of  both  sexes  generally,  in  which  the  moral  relations  of  husband  and  wife  are 
disturbed,  and  in  which  it  is  idle  to  talk  of  sustained  industrial  occupation,  appears  to  me  an 
establishment  eminently  destructive  of  the  spirit  of  self  respect  in  its  inmates,  and  most  injurious 
to  morality.  If  to  these  inherent  dangers  be  superadded  those  that  accidentally  but  yet  fre- 
quently surround  such  an  establishment,  there  arise  still  graver  causes  of  alarm.  It  may 
happen,  and  it  has  happened,  that  the  Guardians  are  not  the  best  conservators  of  workhouse 
morality.  Some  prominent  members  of  Boards  of  Guardians  are  notorious  profligates,  whose 
lives  are  an  unintermitted  outrage  upon  the  decencies  of  life.  It  has  happened  too  that  the 
arts  of  seduction  have  been  opportunely  employed  in  workhouses,  and  that  the  very  officers  of 
these  establishments  have  corrupted  the  inmates.  I know  also  that  the  moral  dangers  of 
these  establishments  may  be  diminished  by  a well  regulated  and  strictly  enforced  classification, 
as  well  as  by  the  close  superintendence  of  honourable  Guardians ; but  I cannot  conceal  from 
myself  that  even  some  of  these  disciplinary  measures  cannot  be  carried  out  in  the  present  state 
of  these  establishments ; and  thatj  even  conjointly  with  the  ministrations  of  religion,  they  will 
not  be  an  adequate  antidote  to  the  temptations  incident  to  a workhouse. 

I have  profited  by  the  occasion  of  answering  your  letter,  to  place  these  views  before  you  as 
a Government  officer. . I have  now,  in  conclusion,  to  request  that  you  humanely  consider  the 
claims  of  the  children  in  this  Union  to  share  in  the  bounty  of  the  British  Association.  By  some 
fatality  the  Loughrea  Union  has  been  regarded  as  too  well  circumstanced  to  require  aid  from 
that  benevolent  Association.  You  are  ere  this,  1 presume,  in  a condition  to  know  that  its 
circumstances  are  quite  the  reverse.  As  the  children  of  the  landholders  in  distress  have  no 
other  chance  of  relief  than  what  the  British  Association  may  extend  to  them,  as  the  children 
ot  the  unrelieved  able-bodied  are  also  in  the  most  deplorable  and  helpless  destitution,  and  as 
ihe  want  of  food  has  caused  the  schools  throughout  the  Union  to  be  generally  deserted,  or 
only  frequented  where  relief  is  given  as  in  the  town  of  Loughrea,  at  the  Nunnery  Schools ; and 
as  you,  Sir,  have  a humane  regard  for  the  lives,  the  health,  the  education  of  these  poor  children, 
may  i commend  them  to  your  advocacy.  I was  in  communication  with  the  late  Captain 
±1  el  lard,  of  Galway,  on  this  subject,  there  being  no  Inspector  in  the  Loughrea  Union,  and  im- 
mediately before  his  death  that  kind  gentleman  forwarded  my  application,  but  I have  never 
been  tavouredwith  an  answer  from  the  officers  of  the  Association. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 
t John  Derry, 

Bishop  of  Clonfert. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  June,  1,  1848. 

i -TtE  Commisf  oners  have  had  under  consideration  the  evidence  taken 
by  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Lloyd,  at  the  late  investigation  into  certain  charges 
against  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Loughrea  Union,  contained  in  a memorial  dated 
the  13th  ultimo,  which  is  signed  by  Sir  Thomas  Burke,  the  chairman  of  the 
late  Board  of  Guardians  of  Loughrea  Union,  at  the  time  of  its  dissolution, 
lne  Commissioners  have  likewise  had  under  consideration  the  report  of  Mr. 
Lioyd,  and  a letter  of  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  same  subject. 

The  Commissioners  will  proceed  to  state,  in  order,  the  charges  against  the 
Vice-Guardiam  and  the  opinion  which  they  have  formed  on  each  of  them. 

lhat  on  the  13th  April,  and  frequently  before  under  the  Vice-Guardians, 
theie  were  more  inmates  in  the  original  workhouse  than  at  any  time  under  the 
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late  Board  of  Guardians,  although,  as  it  is  alleged,  the  large  number  admitted 
by  the  late  Board  was  the  principal  reason  given  for  the  dissolution. 

This  charge  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  disproved  ; and  the  only 
colour  for  it  appears  traceable,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  statements  of  Mr. 
O’Brien,  the  dismissed  master  of  the  workhouse,  who  seems  to  have  kept  the 
returns  of  the  numbers  in  the  workhouse  improperly,  and  to  be  otherwise 
unworthy  of  credit ; moreover  the  Commissioners  see  no  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Vice-Guardians  have  ever  admitted  into  the  original  workhouse  a greater 
number  than  it  was  built  to  accommodate. 

Still  it  seems  to  the  Commissioners  that  an  excessive  number  of  patients 
have  been  admitted  into  the  hospital  and  fever  sheds,  under  the  management 
of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  and  of  the  present  Vice- Guardians ; and 
although  Mr.  Lloyd  is  under  the  impression  that  the  Vice-Guardians  have  no 
control  over  this  department,  the  Commissioners  do  not  take  the  same  view  of 
the  authority  of  the  Guardians  in  this  respect.  The  Commissioners  think  that 
the  Vice-Guardians  should  not  permit  a greater  number  of  patients  to  be 
admitted  into  the  hospital  and  fever  sheds  than  is  consistent  with  the  health  of 
the  inmates;  and  if  the  accommodation  is  insufficient,  they  should  exercise 
their  power  for  providing  additional  accommodation  under  the  16th  section  of 
the  Irish  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

2nd.  That  the  workhouses  under  the  management  of  the  Vice-Guardians 
are  in  a state  of  the  greatest  disorder. 

The  direct  contrary  of  this  charge  appears  to  the  Commissioners  to  be 
distinctly  proved  by  the  majority  of  the  witnesses  examined,  and  by  statements 
of  Mr.  Lloyd  the  Inspector. 

3rd.  That  numbers  of  paupers  in  the  workhouse  clothing  are  continually 
wandering  about  Loughrea,  and  some  have  had  to  be  committed  for  drunken- 
ness. 

The  facts  alleged  in  this  charge  are  correct  in  reference  to  the  committals 
for  drunkenness,  as  it  is  proved  that  two  workhouse  boys  who  had  been  sent 
on  errands  were  found  drunk  in  Loughrea,  were  taken  before  the  police  magis- 
trates, and  were  committed  to  Bridewell  for  4S  hours.  No  blame,  however, 
on  this  account  attaches  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  who  were  in  fact  instrumental 
in  causing  the  boys  to  be  punished  by  the  magistrates,  and  who  have  taken 
steps  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  similar  misconduct  in  future. 

In  reference  to  the  rest  of  the  statements,  it  is  explained  that  there  are  two 
auxiliary  workhouses  in  Loughrea  Union,  called  “ The  Bishop’s  House,”  and 
“ The  Brewery that  able-bodied  men  are  daily  brought  from  the  Brewery 
through  the  town  to  the  main  building,  on  the  site  of  which  they  are  employed, 
and  that  boys  when  admitted  and  clothed  are  sent  from  the  workhouse  to  the 
Brewery ; it  is  explained  further,  that  the  Bishop’s  House  is  set  apart  for  the 
sick,  and  that  the  convalescents  are  passed  from  thence  either  to  the  Brewery 
or  to  the  workhouse,  as  the  medical  officer  directs.  Thus  there  is  constant 
communication  between  the  three  workhouses,  and  consequently,  paupers  in 
their  workhouse  clothing  must  of  necessity  be  frequently  seen  in  the  town  of 
Loughrea. 

Although  it  is  not  proved  that  any  paupers  have  been  seen  wandering  in  the 
town  of  Loughrea,  except  in  passing  to  and  fro  between  the  workhouses,  the 
Commissioners  deem  it  by  no  means  improbable  that  instances  of  the  kind  may 
have  occurred,  and  they  deem  it  desirable  that  the  Vice-Guardians  should  be 
very  particular  in  sending  some  respectable  and  trustworthy  person  to  accom- 
pany paupers  when  they  go  through  the  town;  in  order  not  only  to  prevent 
their  straggling  and  otherwise  misconducting  themselves,  but  likewise  to 
hinder  the  introduction  into  the  workhouses  of  spirituous  liquors  and  other 
improper  articles.  The  Commissioners  are  afraid  that  it  will  be  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  avoid  all  abuses  of  this  kind  as  long  as  the  paupers 
are  not  restricted  to  the  workhouse  premises,  but  still,  much  may  be  done  by 
vigilant  superintendence  on  the  part  of  the  workhouse  officers ; and  at  any  rate 
no  efforts  should  be  spared  by  them  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  drunkenness 
amongst  the  adult  paupers. 

4th  Charge.  That  the  paid  Guardians  are  totally  ignorant  of  the  parties  to 
whom  they  are  giving  out-door  relief;  and  the  most  flagrant  abuses  are  the 
consequence.  Yet  they  studiously  avoid  seeking  information  of  the  respectable 
rate-payers,  nor  do  they  publish  the  names  of  the  recipients  of  relief. 


Loughrea  Union 
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On  this  head  it  appears  that  the  lists  of  three  relieving  officers  were  closely 
scrutinized  at  the  inquiry,  that  S3  objections  were  made,  that  only  5 of  these 
objections  were  sustained,  and  that  3 remain  doubtful. 

It  further  appears  that  on  the  17th  of  March  the  Vice-Guardians  passed  a 
resolution  that  the  clerk  should  be  allowed  20*.  a-week  to  procure  an  assistant 
to  enable  him  to  make  lists  of  the  parties  receiving  relief  in  and  out  of  the 
workhouse;  hut  that  owing  to  want  of  active  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the 
clerk  (whom  the  Commissioners  have  called  upon  to  resign  his  office)  the  lists 
were  not  made  out  and  printed  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians.  , „ , , « x . 

It  further  appears  that  the  Vice-Guardians  attend  from  time  to  time  at  the 
office  of  the  relieving  officers,  to  revise  the  lists  and  to  obtain  information ; and 
that  when  not  so  employed,  they  are. in  the  workhouse  from  morning  to  night, 
ready  to  attend  to  any  communication  made  to  them. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that  the  result  of  the  inves- 
tigation into  the  charges  contained  in  the  memorial  of  the  13th  ultimo,  has 
been  to  impress  them  with  a high  opinion  of  the  zeal,  industry,  and  efficiency 
of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Loughrea  Union.  It  is  evident  that  the  Vice- 
G.uardians,  on  their  arrival  in  Loughrea,  had  to  contend  with  no  common 
difficulties,  and  they  were  thwarted  by  some  of  their  own  officers,  one  of  whom 
appears  to  have  communicated  untrue  information  to  members  of  the  dissolved 
Board  of  Guardians.  Still  it  is  certain  that  the  condition  of  the  workhouse 
has  been  improved  under  their  management ; and  in  administering  out-door 
relief  through  the  agency  of  relieving  officers  selected  by  their  predecessors, 
they  appear  to  have  guarded  against  abuses  as  effectually  as  could  be  expected 
in  the  introduction  of  a new  system. 

. From  the  great  destitution  which  exists  in  some  parts  of  Loughrea  Union, 
the  Commissioners  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  claims  on  the  Vice- 
Guardians  for  relief  will  materially  increase  during  the  next  two  months.  The 
Commissioners  feel  confident  that  the  Vice-Guardians,  in  dealing  with  those 
claims,  will  act  fairly  and  impartially  towards  the  rate-payers  of  Loughrea 
Union  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  applicants  for  relief  on  the  other.  The  rate- 
payers may  fairly  expect  that  the  relieving  officers  will  be  required  to  make 
themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  those  who  seek 
to  derive  subsistence  from  the  poor-rates,  and  that  the  Vice-Guardians  acting 
on  . the  information  thus  obtained,  or  which  may  be  communicated  to  them 
by  other  parties,  will  he  careful  to  prevent  imposition  and  waste.  But  the 
claims  of  applicants  for  relief  are  equally  deserving  of  consideration ; and  if 
any  individual  in  the  Union  is  proved  to  be  “ destitute”  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts,  the  Vice-Guardians  will  not  hesitate  to  give  him 
that  assistance  to  which  he  is  entitled  by  law. 
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Lowtheislown 

Union. 

LOWTHERSTOWN  UNION. 

Mr.  Archdall  to  the  Commissioners: — January  14,  1848. 

I wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  the  following 
circumstances  connected  with  the  Lowtherstown  Union: — 

I object  to  the  scale  of  out-door  relief  adopted  by  the  Vice-Guardians  ; as,  for 
instance.  John  Muldoon,  a mason  (who  broke  his  leg  some  time  ago,  but  is  now 
able  to  work),  in  the  Kesh  division,  receives  4s.  4 d.  a-week  out-door  relief  for 
himself  and  his  family,  the  highest  rate  of  wages  at  this  season  of  the  year  for  a 
labourer  being  8c?.  or  9c?.  a-day. 

I object  to  the  internal  management  of  the  house,  as  the  porter  informed  me  on 
Saturday  last  that  it  was  very  often  nine  or  ten  o’clock  before  all  the  paupers  had 
had  their  suppers,  thereby,  in  addition  to  the  irregularity,  causing  a great  waste  of 
both  fuel  and  candles. 

The  clerk  could  neither  tell  me  the  average  weekly  expense  of  each  pauper  nor 
the  number  on  each  electoral  division  for  the  last  six  weeks,  the  master  not  having 
made  up  the  books. 

I object  to  the  Vice-Guardians  having  raised  the  pay  of  the  rate  collectors 
without  advertising  for  others,  when  on  account  of  the  increased  rate  their  pay 
should  have  been  reduced.  The  collector  this  year  has  received  17 s.  6d.  for 
collecting  my  rates,  for  which  last  year  he  received  but  '2s.  1 lc?.  There  is  a 
general  feeling  throughout  the  Union  that  the  Vice-Guardians  do  not  sufficiently 
study  economy,  which  is  very  likely  to  cause  opposition  to  the  payment  of  the 
rate.  Last  week  Mr.  Edward  Atthill,  J.P.  (who  accompanied  me  to  your  office 
yesterday),  was  obliged  to  go  out  with  a body  of  police  to  assist  the  collector. 

It  is  unjust  that  the  Union  should  be  burdened  with  the  additional  expense  of 
500?.  a-year  for  Vice-Guardians,  when  the  late  Guardians  were  willing  and 
anxious  to  do  their  duty,  as  the  record  of  their  attendance  proves,  and  Mr.  Otwav, 
late  Assistant-Commissioner  for  that  district,  can  testify,  he  having  assured  me 
that  he  always  considered  the  Lowtherstown  poorhouse  to  be  extremely  well 
managed,  and  when  the  Commissioners  now'  allow  that  the  Board  was  dismissed  See  ,.eturn  of  cor_ 
for  attending  to  the  verbal  statement  of  Mr.  Barron,  which  statement  was  made  respondent  on  thfs" 
under  the  following  circumstances  : — On  the  8th  of  September,  1847,  Mr.  Barton  P°inf- F'n‘ed  by  or- 
proposed  that  the  rate  should  be  immediately  struck ; but  on  Mr.  D’Arcy’s  moving  Commons  tfsr/h 
that  the  rate  should  be  raised  by  instalments,  and  Mr.  Barron  saying  that  the  March'  1847,  No. 
Commissioners  would  be  happy  to  receive  any  suggestions  from  the  Board,  Mr.  20 
Barton  withdrew  his  proposal,  and  Mr.  H.  D’Arcy’s  motion  was  carried.  I had 
lately  an  interview  with  Mr.  Morton,  who  appeared  a most  zealous  and  active 
officer,  but  from  all  I can  observe,  not  only  has  no  improvement  resulted  from  the 
appointment  of  paid  officers,  but  the  expense  to  the  rate-payers  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  paupers  has  also  been  much  increased. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — January  18,  1848. 

I AM  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your 
information,  an  extract  from  a communication  which  the  Commissioners  have 
received  from  Mr.  William  Archdall,  relating  to  the  present  management  of  the 
Lowtherstown  Union,  and  the  Commissioners  request  your  observations  on  the 
statements  therein  contained. 


The  Vice -Guard  ians  to  the  Commissioners,  in  reply  : — January.  26,  1848. 

Your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  in  which  you  desire  our  observations  on 
the  statements  in  an  extract  with  which  you  favour  us  from  a communication  of 
Mr.  William  Archdall’ s,  reached  us  in  due  course  of  post.  A very  unusual 
pressure  of  matt  el’s  here  requiring  our  unremitting  vigilance  and  directions  from 
moment  to  moment,  has  occasioned  the  delay  of  our  reply,  so  as  to  have  incurred 
even  the  appearance  of  forgetfulness  or  neglect.  We  now  beg  to  transmit  them  as 
you  desire. 
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And  first,  as  respects  our  scale  of  out-door  relief.  In  our  minutes  of  the  12th 
of  January  is  the  following  resolution: — 

"Resolved, — That  it  is  desirable  the  allowance  by  way  of  out-door  relief  to 
“ any  single  family  should  in  no  instance  exceed  the  wages  of  an  able-bodied 
“ labourer  in  constant  employ,  and  that  the  present  rule  be  therefore  modified  by 
« allowing  at  half  rate  only  for  every  additional  member  of  a family  above  five  in 
" number.” 

The  allowance  to  John  Muldoon  is  thus  reduced  from  4s.  4c?.,  the  sum  objected 
to  by  Mr.  Archdall,  to  3s.  8c?.,  the  particulars  of  this  man’s  family,  and  of  the 
allowance  as  computed  previous  to  the  resolution  of  the  12th  instant,  and  again 
according  to  the  modified  rule  adopted  by  that  resolution  being  as  below  : — 


Previous  to  the  resolution  of  the  12th — s.  d. 

Allowed  for  the  two  parents  (adults)  . .16 

„ for  four  children  above  five  yeax*s  . 2 0 

„ for  two  ditto,  under  five  years  . 0 10 

4 4 

Again,  according  to  the  modified  rule — s.  d. 

Allowed  for  the  turn  parents,  as  before  . .16 

„ for  three  children  above  five  years  . 1 6 

„ for  another  above  five  years  (half)  . 0 3 

„ for  two  under  five  years  (half)  . 0 5 


It  is  suggested  further  by  Mr.  Archdall,  that  Muldoon,  though  lame  from  a 
fracture  of  the  leg  some  time  ago,  is  able  to  work.  The  attention  of  the  district 
relieving  officer  has  been  called  to  this,  and  if  reported  by  the  latter  as  able  to 
earn  full  or  any  wages,  the  allowance  will  be  either  struck  off  or  reduced 
accordingly. . 

Secondly,  as  'respects  the  supper  hour,  and  the  clerk’s  inability  to  state  the 
average  expense  of  each  pauper,  or  number  on  each  electoral  division ; this 
inability  is  a fact  we  have  unhappily  had  to  record  upon  the  minutes  of  every 
Board  meeting  since  Mr.  Somerville’s  appointment  as  master.  He  has  now  ceased 
to  act,  and  the  occasion  for  this  very  serious  complaint  will  forthwith  be  at  an 
end.  The  irregularity  of  the  supper  hour,  partly  arising  from  the  like  cause 
(Mr.  Somerville’s  proving  unequal  to  the  duties  he  had  taken  upon  him),  has,  we 
regret  to  say,  frequently  been  even  greater  than  Mr.  Archdall  mentions,  and 
independently  of  the  master’s  share  in  it,  what  with  the  necessity  of  sending  for 
water  to  a distance  from  the  workhouse  (our  single  pump  not  only  failing  ol  the 
required  supply,  but  proving  at  times  of  no  service,  and  giving  no  water  whatever), 
and  the  serving  apart  of  tne  vast  number  of  newly-admitted  inmates  in  the  pro- 
bationary wards,  where  the  want  we  are  still  labouring  under  of  a sufficient  stock 
of  clothing  keeps  them  for  many  days  together,  it  was  hardly  possible  that  the 
several  meals  should  under  such  circumstances  be  served  at  the  fixed  hours. 
Every  effort  will  we  are  convinced  be  made  by  Mr.  Irvine,  now  acting  as  master 
ad  interim , to  correct  this  irregularity ; but  until  another  pump  is  fixed  on  the 
workhouse  premises  (a  matter  we  purpose  bringing  under  the  notice  of  your 
architect  at  his  visit,  now  daily  expected),  and  until  the  stock  of  clothing  can  be 
brought  up  to  the  wants  of  the  workhouse,  now  at  all  times  full  or  nearly  so,  we 
cannot  hope  for  that  punctuality  in  the  meal  hours  which  we  are  at  the  same  time 
most  anxious  to  insist  upon. 

Lastly,  as  respects  the  poundage  of  the  rate  collectors,  Mr.  Archdall’s  state- 
ment is  no  more  than  we  find  to  be  the  case.  We  can  only  presume  that  our 
predecessors  in  office,  whose  experience  and  opportunities  of  forming  a correct 
judgment  were  unquestionable,  had  regard  in  such  increase  of  the  poundage  (from 
4 $d.  to  Sc?,  in  the  district  of  the  one  collector,  and  from  5d.  to  Id.  in  that  ol  the 
other),  to  the  difficulty  which  was  to  be  apprehended,  and  which  the  collectors 
have  in  fact  had  everywhere  to  contend  with  far  beyond  any  former  experience  at 
the  present  crisis. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — February  4,  1848. 

Adverting  to  minutes  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Lowtherstown  Union, 
of  12th  to  15th  ultimo,  and  their  communication  of  25th,  relating  to  the  sewers 
and  drainage  of  the  workhouse  premises,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to 
state  that  they  have  communicated  with  their  architect  on  the  subject,  and  I am 
to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  a copy  of  his 
observations  thereon. 


Enclosure. 

Mr.  Wilkinson’s  Observations. 

I beg  to  recommend  that  the  Guardians’  attention  be  called  to  the  explanation  given 
on  the  plans  adopted  for  the  drains  and  cesspools,  which  is  contained  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
last  annual  Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners.  It  is  assumed  also  that  the  Guardians 
have  a plan  of  the  drains  framed  aud  hung  up  in  the  poorhouse,  such  plan  having  been  origi- 
nally furnished  for  this  purpose,  and  attention  has  frequently  been  requested  to  its  preservation ; 
the  Guardians  will  therefore  by  this  plan  be  able  to  understand  the  arrangement  laid  down. 

The  last  annual  Report  moreover,  enters  so  fully  into  the  explanation  of  the  plan  adopted 
for  the  cesspools  and  the  drains,  that  the  Guardians  will  at  once  be  in  possession  of  the  reasons 
given  for  their  construction ; and  I would  therefore  advise  that  they  be  requested  to  furnish 
the  Commissioners  with  a statement  of  any  other  plan  that  offers  to  them  to  be  practicable  and 
preferable  on  the  whole,  and  that  careful  consideration  will  be  given  to  it. 

I think  it  more  than  probable  that  the  sole  cause  of  the  complaint  may  be  the  neglect  to 
properly  clean  the  cesspools,  from  the  expectation  that  they  are  to  become  clean  by  a self- 
acting system. 

February  2,  1848.  G.  W. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice- Guardians  : — February  4,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  informa- 
tion and  guidance  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Lowtherstown  Union,  a copy  of  a 
communication  which  they  have  received  from  Mr.  Wilkinson,  relating  to  the 
fever  hospital,  of  Lowtherstown  Union  ; and  I am  to  request  that  the  Vice- 
Guardians  will  take  all  necessary  steps  for  occupying  the  fever  hospital  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 


Enclosure. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  2,  1848. 

A survey  has  been  made  of  the  new  fever  hospital  erected  at  Lowtherstown  poor- 
house.  The  following  are  matters  reported  as  unfinished : — Lines  and  pulleys  for  all  the 
windows  and  ventilators ; eaves  gutters  and  down  pipes  to  convey  away  dropping  water  from 
eaves  of  roofs;  band-rail  not  securely  fixed;  bolts  and  nuts  to  locks  of  outer  doors  instead  of 
common  nails  now  used ; plug  and  washer  to  trough  : damper  to  boiler ; excavation  of  ground 
to  yards  now  left  higher  than  floors.  There  are  also  some  matters  before  reported  on  which 
are  executed  different  to  the  contract  requirement  which  cannot  now  be  remedied,  but  for 
which  value  should  be  allowed.  The  locks  and  latches  are  stated  to  be  very  carelessly  put  on, 
and  several  matters  essential  to  the  ventilation  and  efficiency  of  the  building  are  omitted  from 
the  plans  and  specifications  sent,  which  appear  to  have  been  erased  from  the  plans  and 
specifications  by  the  Board  of  Guardians ; but  these  latter  cannot  now  be  required  of  the 
contractor  like  those  above  enumerated. 

I recommend  a copy  of  this  being  sent  to  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

P.S.' — On  the  Guardians  being  satisfied  with  the  completion  of  the  above  unfinished  portions 
of  the  contract,  I assume  that  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  occupation  of  the  building; 
should  they  be  neglected  by  the  contractor,  the  occupation  of  the  building  will  not  I conceive 
the  least  prejudice  the  contractor’s  liability,  and  some  one  else  should  be  employed  to  do  the 
work  if  he  refuses,  after  being  requested  to  do  so  by  the  Guardians  ; hut  I am  of  opinion  that 
Mr.  Moore  will  forthwith  do  what  is  required  by  his  contract. 


6 B 
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Mr.  Archdall  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  15,  1818. 

I wrote  some  time  since  concerning  the  manner  in  which  the  Lowthers- 
town  poorhouse  is  conducted,  and  the  total  disregard  of  economy  shown  in  every 
department.  The  answer  I received  was,  that  my  letter  would  be  referred  to  the 
Vice-Guardians.  I most  humbly  request  that  a disinterested  person  may  be  sent 
to  Lowtherstown  to  inquire  iuto  the  management  of  the  house.  Several  farmers 
complained  to  me  that  they  cannot  get  labourers,  and  of  wishing  to  get  people 
out  of  the  poorhouse.  I wrote  on  Wednesday  last  for  seven  able-bodied  men 
with  their  families,  and  offered  constant  employment.  Only  two  had  worked  one 
day  each.  Since  that  time  there  is  the  greatest  imposition  practised,  and  the 
greatest  waste  of  our  money.  The  out-door  relief  administered  is  in  every  case 
more  than  sufficient  to  support  the  recipients;  and  men  are  put  on  with  more 
than  a quarter  of  an  acre,  and  also  families  whom  the  relieving  officer  rejects. 
All  I require  is  a fair  investigation.  All  the  farmers  and  ratepayers  in  the 
country  are  enraged,  and,  perceiving  the  total  disregard  of  economy  practised  at 
the  poorhouse,  are  prevented  from  trying  to  give  employment,  or  otherwise  keep 
down  the  rates.  I beg  you  will  lay  this  letter  before  the  Commissioners. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  17,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  15th  instant,  relating  to  the  management  of  Lowtherstown  Union, 
and  in  reply  I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  had  resolved,  before  the 
receipt  of  your  letter,  upon’  reviving  a Board  of  Guardians  in  Lowtherstown 
Union,  and  had  given  directions  for  the  issue  of  an  order  for  the  election  of 
Guardiaus  accordingly,  in  the  ordinary  manner,  by  the  25th  March  next. 

In  regard  to  your  statements  respecting  the  administration  of  relief  by  the 
Vice-Guardians  ol  Lowtherstown  Union,  the  Commissioners  will  not  fail  to  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  on  the  subject. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Otway: — February  17, 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a copy  of  a 
letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  Mr.  William  Archdall, 
chairman  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  of  Lowtherstown  Union,  relating  to  the 
present  management  of  that  Union,  in  reference  to  which  the  Commissioners 
request  that  you  will  proceed  to  Lowtherstown  to  make  inquiry  respecting  the 
subject  of  the  statements  contained  in  the  letter,  and  that  you  will  report  to  the 
Commissioners  thereon. 

__  The  Commissioners  are  aware  that  the  Lowtherstown  Union  is  not  in  your 
district,  but  they  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  proceed  thither  for  this 
purpose  at  your  earliest  convenience. 


Mr.  Otway  to  the  Commissioners  \-March  11,  1848. 

__  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 

17th  ultimo,  I attended  at  the  Board-room  of  the  Lowtherstown  workhouse  on 
Monday,  the  28th  ultimo  (having  previously  inspected  the  workhouse  on  the 
26th  ultimo),  to  make  inquiries  respecting  the  subject  of  the  statements  contained 
in  the  lettei  of  Mr.  William  Archdall,  chairman  of  t.he  late  Board  of  Guardians, 
of  the  loth  ultimo,  a copy  of  which  was  forwarded  to  me,  and  I have  the  honour 
to  report  as  follows.  The  charges  of  Mr.  Achdall,  as  well  as  I can  judge  from 
his  letter,  are — a 

1.  That  the  put-door  relief  administered  is  in  every  case  more  than  sufficient  to 
support  the  recipients. 

2.  That  men  are  put  on  with  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre ; also  families 
whom  the  relieving  officer  rejects. 

3.  That  owing  to  the  reliei  afforded  the  farmers  complain  that  they  cannot  get 
labourers.  I hat,  wishing  to  get  people  out  of  the  poor-house,  he  sent  for  seven 
able-bodied  men  with  their  families,  and  offered  constant  employment;  and  that 
only  two  had  worked  one  day  each  since  that  time. 
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4.  That  there  is  the  greatest  imposition  practised,  and  tlie  greatest  waste  of  the 
funds  of  the  Union. 

In  reference  to  the  charge  No.  1,  that  the  out-door  relief  administered  is  in 
every  case  more  than  sufficient  to  support  the  recipients. 

On  the  first  granting  of  out-door  relief  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  such  relief  was 
given  in  money  as  follows : — 

To  persons  aged  above  fifteen  years,  9 d.  a-week. 

To  persons  aged  from  five  years  to  fifteen  years,  6d.  a-week. 

To  those  under  five  years  of  age,  5d.  a-week. 

The  Vice-Guardians  finding  that  in  some  instances  the  amount  of  money  given 
to  persons  with  large  families  amounted  to  somewhat  more  than  4s-.  a-week,  and 
their  attention  having  been  directed  to  this  circumstance  by  Mr.  Archdall,  they 
adopted  the  following  resolution  on  the  12th  ol  January  (see  Minutes) : 

Resolved , — That  it  is  desirable  that  the  allowance,  by  way  of  out-door  relief,  to 
any  single  family  should  in  no  instance  exceed  the  wages  of  an  able-bodied 
labourer  in  constant  employ ; that  the  present  scale  be,  therefore,  modified  by 
allowing  at  half-rate  only  for  every  member  of  a family  above  five  in  number. 

The  Vice-Guardians,  on  the  16th  of  February,  changed  the  out-door  relief  from 
money  to  meal,  and  adopted  the  following  scale 

To  adults,  one  pound  of  meal  per  day — half  Indian  and  half  oaten  meal. 

To  persons  aged  from  fifteen  years  to  nine  years,  three-quarters  of  a pound  of 
meal  per  day — half  Indian  and  half  oaten  meal. 

Children  under  nine  years  of  age,  half  a pound  of  meal  per  day  half  Indian 
and  half  oaten  meal. 

The  highest  amount  of  money  given  by  the  Guardians  on  the  first  scale  adopted 
I find  was  given  to  John  Muldoon,  and  amounted  to  4s.  4 d.  a-week  ; number  in 
Registry,  469 ; in  Application  and  Report  Book,  1 77.  His  family  consisted  of 
eight  in  number,  viz.,  himself  and  his  wife  and  six  children,  aged  thirteen,  eleven, 
nine,  six,  and  four  years,  and  an  infant  aged  six  months.  He  was  ordered  out- 
door relief  on  the  29th  of  December,  which,  according  to  the  scale  first  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  amounted  to  4s.  4 d.  a-week. 

' In  the  column  for  bodily  defect  in  the  Application  and  Report  Book  he  is 
marked  “lamed.”  The  man  and  family  were,  I am  informed,  brought  before  the 
Board ; and  that  he  stated  he  had  broke  his  leg,  and  was  otherwise  hurt  by  an 
accident,  and  that  he  was  wholly  unable  to  work.  He  was  by  trade  a mason,  and, 
as  I am  informed,  a respectable  man  and  a good  tradesman.  Muldoon  still  gets 
relief ; but  he  only  got  relief  on  the  first  scale  for  a short  time,  and  until  after  the 
resolution  of  the  Guardians  of  the  12th  ol  January  was  passed  : he  then  got 
3s.  3d.  a-week  for  himself  and  family.  Mr.  Archdall  told  me  that  he  was  not 
aware  that  Muldoon  got  any  work  since  he  got  out-door  relief ; that  he  could  not 
work,  from  the  accident,  as  a mason  at  full  wages ; and  that  he  had  been  lately 
ill  and  confined  to  bed. 

Now  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  3s.  3d.  or  even  4*’.  4 d.  a-week  can  be  con- 
sidered as  more  than  sufficient  for  the  support  of  a destitute  and  disabled  trades- 
man, with  a wife  and  six  children  to  support ; and  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating, 
not  only  that  the  relief  administered  by  the  Vice-Guardians  is  not  in  every  case 
more  than  sufficient  to  support  the  recipients,  but  that  even  in  the  case  of  the 
highest  amount  given  (Muldoon’ s)  that  it  is  not,  or  was  not,  more  than  sufficient. 

In  reference  to  the  charge  No.  2,  that  men  are  put  on  with  more  than  a quarter 
of  an  acre,  also  families  whom  the  relieving  officer  rejects,  Mr.  Archdall  informed 
me  that  it  was  upon  the  information  of  Campbell,  one  of  the  relieving  officers, 
that  he  was  led  to  believe  that  persons  with  more  than  one  quarter  of  an  acre  of 
land  were  getting  relief ; that  Campbell  had  mentioned  a case  to  him,  but  that  he 
did  not  recollect  it.  Campbell  was  unable  to  attend  from  illness,  but  sent  two 
letters — one  to  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  and  the  other  to  Mr.  Morton,  one  of  the 
Vice- Guardians,  marked  A and  B,  which  I enclose. 

In  the  Application  and  Report  Book  of  the  Kesh  electoral  division,  No.  4b  1, 
Arthur  Kirk,  aged  82,  in  the  column  for,  “ If  in  occupation  of  land,  how  much . 
it  is  stated,  “ A rood  Irish,  part  sowed  in  here  and  in  the  column  for  “ Observa- 
tions” it  is  stated,  “ Part  of  the  ground  waste and  the  Vice-Guardians  men- 
tioned to  me  that  the  evidence  at  the  time  went  to  show  that  part  of  the  rood  was 
waste  from  its  being  incapable  of  cultivation,  and  that  they  considered  under  tho 
circumstances  that  the  applicant  was  a fit  object  for,  and  entitled  to,  relief.  A 
man  named  Leonard  was  turned  out  of  the  workhouse,  when  on  subsequent 
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information  he  was  found  to  have  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land.  This 
occurred  in  the  relieving  officer’s  (Campbell’s)  district ; and  Campbell  gave  the 
Guardians  the  information. 

In  other  cases  it  appears  from  the  Application  and  Report  Book  that  the  Vice- 
Guardians  made  the  holding  of  a quarter  of  an  acre,  or  the  reverse  a point  for 
careful  inquiry.  In  the  Application  and  Report  Book  of  the  Kesh  electoral 
division  it  appears,  in  the  case  of  John  Meighan,  No.  503,  that  he  was  60  years 
of  age,  married,  and  infirm,  and  his  wife  Mary  55  years  of  age.  In  the  observa- 
tion column  the  relieving  officer  states,  “ Samuel  Keys  states  that  applicant  has 
" two  little  gardens  more  than  a rood.”  The  Vice-Guardians  mark  on  the  book, 
“ Irwine  Armstrong  certifies  not  so;”  and  the  Vice-Guardians  informed  me  that 
having  inquired  into  the  case,  and  Armstrong,  a respectable  person,  who  lived  in 
the  neighbourhood,  having  informed  them  that  Meighan  had  not  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  acre,  they  considered  themselves  justified  in  giving  him  relief. 

In  a Weekly  Report  Book  kept  by  the  Vice-Guardians  for  personal  observations 
and  information,  there  are  notes  in  reference  to  the  re-consideration  of  cases  getting 
relief,  viz., — 

“ James  M‘ Court  to  be  discontinued;  able  to  work;  can  get  employment. 

“ February  23.” 


“ Sarah  Gallagher  to  be  discontinued,  the  mother  being  well  able  to  support 
‘ her,  and  is  bound  to  do  so. 

“ February  23.” 


“ Nicholas  M'Mahon — relieving  officer  informs  Guardians  that  he  had  dis- 
“ covered  that  he  holds  four  acres  of  land.  To  be  discontinued ; holds  four  acres. 

“ February  23.” 

From  these  circumstances,  and  from  the  evidence  of  the  relieving  officers, 
Anderson,  Aiken,  and  Carson  (see  evidence  marked  C,  D,  E),  and  the  letters  of 
Campbell,  it  appears  to  me  that  there  are  not  grounds  to  justify  the  charge  against 
the  Vice-Guardians,  “ that  men  are  put  on  with  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre, 
“ also  families  whom  the  relieving  officer  rejects,”  although  the  Vice-Guardians 
distinctly  stated  that  they  considered  not  only  that  they  had  the  power,  but  that 
it  would  have  been  their  duty,  if  they  had  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the 
relieving  officer’s  advice,  to  act  on  their  own  judgment. 

With  reference  to  the  third  charge,  that  owing  to  the  relief  afforded  the 
farmers  complain  that  they  cannot  get  labourers ; that  wishing  to  get  people  out 
of  the  workhouse  he  sent  for  seven  able-bodied  men  with  their  families,  and 
offered  constant  employment,  and  that  only  two  had  worked  one  day  each  since 
that  time  ; I have  to  state  that,  after  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Archdall’s  application,  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  on  the  9th  of  February,  passed  the  resolution  herewith  sent, 
marked  F.  That  one  of  the  persons  mentioned  to  be  discharged  on  Mr.  Arch- 
dall’s  list  returned  to  the  workhouse  in  a few  days  after,  viz.,  John  Wilson,  stating 
that  Mr.  Archdall,  on  seeing  him  with  his  large  family,  had  expressed  regret  that 
he  had  sent  for  him  out  of  the  workhouse,  inasmuch  as  that,  owing  to  the  severe 
weather,  he  would  not  be  able  to  put  in  sufficient  days’  work  in  the  week  to  enable 
him  to  support  himself  and  family.  Wilson  was  then  told  by  the  Guardians  that 
on  bringing  a writing  to  the  effect  of  what  he  stated  from  Mr.  Archdall,  that  he 
and  his  would  be  re-admitted  to  the  workhouse.  Wilson  was  subsequently 
admitted,  Mr.  Archdall  having  given  a line  to  Campbell,  the  relieving  officer, 
stating  that  he  had  no  objection  to  his  (Wilson’s)  being  re-admitted  to  the 
workhouse,  and  Campbell  having  given  an  order  for  provisional  admission,  the 
Guardians  confirmed  it. 

As  to  the  complaints  of  the  farmers  that  they  could  not  get  labourers,  the 
Guardians  were,  I believe,  most  willing  to  have  attended  to  the  application  of  any 
farmer  in  the  same  manner  as  they  did  to  Mr.  Archdall’s ; but  no  application  but 
Mr.  Archdall’s  was  ever  made  to  them,  and  they  never  heard  of  the  complaints 
alluded  to ; and  I have  only  to  add,  that  the  demand  for  labour  in  the  Union  of 
Lowtherstown  must  be  much  greater  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  eight  years  if  the 
comparatively  small  number  of  able-bodied  men  in  the  workhouse  could  have  so 
affected  the  demand  for  labour  as  to  afford  just  cause  for  such  complaints ; and 
the  able-bodied  men  of  the  Union  must  have  a much  greater  inclination  for  work- 
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house  relief  than  is  the  case  in  other  Unions  if  they  preferred  it,  when  they  could 
get  work  from  farmers  at  reasonable  wages. 

With  reference  to  the  general  charge,  that  there  is  the  greatest  imposition  prac- 
tised, and  the  greatest  waste  of  the  funds  of  the  Union,  I have  only  to  state  that  I 
was  unable  to  discover  any  grounds  for  such  a charge.  The  average  weekly  cost 
of  a pauper  has  been  greater  than  it  was  before  the  dissolution  of  the  late  Board,  as 
the  Commissioners  will  have  perceived  from  the  minutes ; but  this  can  be  accounted 
lor  by  the  change  in  the  dietary  which  was  made  by  the  Guardians.  See  copies  of 
dietary  herewith  sent,  marked  G.  H.  and  I. 

There  is  always  more  or  less  imposition  and  consequent  waste  attendant  on  the 
administration  of  out-door  relief,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  prevent  occasional 
imposition  by  improper  parties  receiving  relief ; but  no  waste  or  imposition  can,  I 
believe,  be  attributed  to  the  conduct  or  mode  of  management  of  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians ; and  I have  no  doubt  on  my  mind  but  that  they  endeavoured  by  every 
means  to  prevent  it.  And  I feel  it  my  duty  to  express  the  high  sense  I entertain 
ot  the  manner  in  which  Messrs.  Morton  and  M ‘Manus  performed  their  duties 
under  very  adverse  circumstances. 

I enclose  a paper  showing  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  Union  on  the  31st  of 
January  last,  marked  K,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer  of  532Z.  Is.  5 d.,  while  the  liabilities  of  the  Union,  as  shown, 
amounted  to  506Z.  4s.  1 id.,  leaving  a net  balance,  after  paying  the  debts,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Union  of  25Z.  l£s.  3^eZ. ; whereas  on  the  29th  of  last  September 
there  was  550 1.  6s.  11c?.  due  to  the  treasurer,  and  413/.  13s.  3cZ.  due  other  parties 
(exclusive  of  100Z.  due  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners),  leaving  a balance  against 
the  Union  of  964/.  Os.  2d. 

Papers  annexed  to  Mr.  Otway’s  Report. 

(A.) 

Dear  Sir,  Drumard,  February  28,  1848. 

I am  sorry  I am  not  able  to  go  to  the  Board  to-day.  I took  suddenly  ill  on  Saturday 
evening,  after  giving  out  meal  to  the  Lack  people.  I have  not  been  able  to  leave  the  bed 
since.  I hope  I will  be  able  to  rise  to-morrow.  1 think  it  is  cold  I have  got.  I cannot 
almost  move  my  head  with  a pain  across  my  temples.  I trust  the  Guardians  will  not  be 
angry  with  me  for  not  attending.  I send  you  the  destitution  list  for  Mr.  Morton,  also  the  out- 
relief  list.  As  to  the  out-door  cases  on  my  district,  I am  confident  that  none  have  above  a 
quarter  acre,  statute  measure. 

Excuse  this  scrawl. 

I remain,  &c. 

To  Mr.  John  limine,  Thos.  Campbell. 

Clerk  of  the  Union. 


Honoured  Sir,  February  28,  1848. 

I am  very  sorry  I am  not  able  to  attend  the  Board  to-day.  I wrote  to  Mr.  Irvine  to 
that  effect  this  morning.  After  giving  out  the  meal  to  the  Lack  people  on  Saturday  I look 
suddenly  ill ; however,  I hope  by  to-morrow  to  be  able  to  resume  my  duties.  If  I were  in 
any  degree  able  to  go  to  the  Board  I would  let  no  consideration  prevent  me.  I hope,  under 
such  circumstances,  your  honour  will  pardon  me.  As  to  the  out-door  cases  on  my  district,  I 
am  confident  that  none  are  on  my  list  who  are  not  legally  entitled ; and  I believe  none  of  them 
have  any  land,  except  a few,  not  exceeding  a quarter  of  an  acre,  statute  measure,  in  any  case. 
Knowing  the  vast  importance  of  not  attending  the  Board  to-day,  I endeavoured  to  rise ; but 
really,  I assure  your  honour,  I could  scarce  stand  on  my  feet.  I have  got  into  a great  perspi- 
ration, which  I hope  will  be  a means  of  restoring  me.  I have  been  ever  ready  to  attend  all 
orders  of  the  Board,  but  at  the  present,  were  I to  receive  my  year’s  salary  for  attending,  I 
could  not  go,  from  my  weak  state. 

I remain,  &c. 

P.  Morton,  Esq.,  Thos.  Campbell. 

Vice- Guardian,  Lowtherstoum. 


(C.) 

John  Aiken,  sworn. — I am  relieving  officer  for  the  Trillick  district,;  I am  not  aware  of  the 
Vice- Guardians  ever  having  given  relief  in  any  cases  that  I advised  against;  last  week  I made 
inquiry  after  the  lists  were  posted,  and  sent  for  some  of  the  rate-payers  of  the  townlands  to 
afford  me  information  on  the  cases  which  I considered  doubtful,  or  not  entitled  to  get  relief, 
and  when  I laid  the  objections  before  the  Vice- Guardians,  they  acted  on  the  information  and 
advice  I afforded  them  in  every  case ; I know  of  no  case  where  persons  holding  more  than  a 
l quarter  of  an  acre  got  relief. 
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(E>.) 

William  Anderson,  sworn. — I am  relieving  officer  for  the  Lowtherstown  district;  no  case 
has  occurred  in  my  district  in  which  the  Vice-Guardians  ordered  relief  where  I had  advised 
rejection,  or  without  my  consent  ; I said  to  Mr.  II.  D’Arcy  that  there  might  be  parties  receiv- 
ing relief,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  business  that  I had,  that  might  not  be  entitled  to  it,  but  the 
Vice- Guardians  never  put  on  persons  I objected  to,  and  I never  said  so  ; it  would  be  my  duty 
to  ad  vise  the  Guardians  if  I knew  of  any  improper  cases  receiving  relief,  but  I am  certainly  not 
aware  of  the  Guardians  acting  against  my  advice  either  as  to  the  placing  persons  on  out-door 
relief,  or  not  reducing  or  discontinuing  relief  in  cases  that  I advised  should  be  reduced  or 
discontinued. 

(E.) 

Edward  Carson,  sworn. — I am  relieving  officer  for  Clonelly  district ; I am  not  aware  of  any 
case  in  which  the  Vice-Guardians  have  given  relief  that  1 advised  against ; the  Guardians 
have  always  paid  attention  to  the  information  or  advice  I gave  them  as  to  placing  persons  on 
out-door  relief,  or  altering  or  discontinuing  it  after;  I am  not  aware  of  any  persons  getting 
relief  holding  more  than  a quarter  of  au  acre  of  land. 

(F.) 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Lowthers- 
town  Union,  on  9th  February,  1848. 

The  clerk  laid  before  the  Board  a list  from  Mr.  William  Archdall  of  able-bodied  paupers 
now  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  namely,  James  M‘Manus,  John  Wilson,  Miles  M‘Manus, 
Edward  Wilson,  James  Maguire,  and  Johu  Cassidy,  which  he,  Mr.  Archdall,  was  ready  to 
employ  at  Sd.  per  day  wages ; and  further,  that  John  M'Caflrey,  whose  wife,  Anne,  and 
three  children,  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  would  also  have  employment  from  him. 

Order  made  for  the  discharge  of  the  above-named  paupers  accordingly,  Anne  MlCaEFrey 
and  her  children  excepted,  two  of  her  children  being  in  small-pox,  and  the  third  in  fever, 
herself  attending  them,  and  that  the  clerk  do  inform  M r.  Archdall  of  the  same. 

( Signed ) B.  M‘Manus. 


(G.) 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  29th  September,  1847. 

Dietary. 

Resolved — That  the  following  change  be  made  in  the  workhouse  dietary : — 

That  1 oz.  additional  of  mixed  meal  (Indian  and  oat)  be  given  for  adults’  breakfast,  and  half 
a pint  of  sweet  milk  in  the  day,  in  addition  to  the  present  allowance  of  a pint  of  buttermilk. 

(Signed)  W.  H.  Hopper. 

W.  H.  Lucas. 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  24th  November,  1847. 

Dietary. 

Resolved — That  the  following  scale  of  dietary  for  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  be  approved, 
viz.,  adults*  men  and  women : — 

Breakfast — 7 ozs.  mixed  meal  and  3 naggins  of  buttermilk. 

Dinner — 7 ozs.  mixed  meal  and  3 naggins  of  buttermilk. 

Supper — 4 ozs.  mixed  meal  and  ^ pint  of  buttermilk. 

Children  from  Nine  to  Fifteen  Years. 

Breakfast — 4 ozs.  mixed  meal  and  J pint  of  buttermilk. 

Dinner — 4 ozs.  mixed  meal  and  14  naggin  of  buttermilk. 

Supper — 2^  ozs.  mixed  meal  and  1 pint  of  buttermilk. 

Aged  and  Infirm. 

Breakfast — 5 ozs.  mixed  meal  and  3 naggins  of  buttermilk. 

Dinner — 6 ozs.  mixed  meal  and  3 naggins  of  buttermilk. 

Supper-— 3 ozs.  mixed  meal  and  £ pint  of  buttermilk. 

Infants  above  One  and  under  Two  Years. 

Breakfast — 2 ozs.  of  meal  and  1 naggin  of  new  milk. 

Dinner — 4 ozs.  of  bread  and  ^ pint  of  new  milk. 

Infants  under  One  Year  and  Unweaned. 

4 ozs.  of  bread  and  half  pint  of  new  milk  per  day. 

(Signed)  B.  M'Manus. 

P.  Morton. 
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Extract  from  Minutes  of  15th  December,  1847. 

Resolved — That  soup  be  substituted  for  porridge  for  dinner  to  the  paupers  in  the  establish- 
ment three  days  iu  the  week,  viz.,  Sunday,  Tuesday,  and  Thursday,  and  according  to  the 
following  scale  of  proportions  to  each  class,  viz.: — 


Classes. 

Soup. 

Bread. 

1.  Adults 

1 quart  . 

. 6 OZ3. 

2.  From  15  to  9 

1J  pints 

. 4 OZS. 

3.  From  9 to  5 . 

1 pint . 

. 4 ozs. 

4.  From  5 to  2 . 

3 naggins  . 

. 3 ozs. 

To  commence  on  Sunday,  the  19th  instant.  Such  soup  to  be  made  after  the  receipt  approved 
by  us  this  date,  and  a copy  of  which  under  our  hands  is  in  the  possession  of  the  clerk. 

Resolved — That  the  porridge  hitherto  consisting  of  oatmeal  and  Indian  meal,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  one  part  of  Indian  and  three  parts  of  oat,  be  made  henceforth  of  oatmeal  and  Indian 
meal,  in  equal  proportions;  such  change  having  llie  recommendation  of  the  medical  officer. 

(Signed)  B.  M'Manus. 


(HO 

Workhouse  Dietary. — September  30,  1846,  p.  83. 


Breakfast 

Dinner. 

Remarks, 

Weal  in 
stirabout. 

Sweet 

Butler- 

Meal  iu 
stirabout. 

Sweet 

milk. 

Butter- 

milk. 

Adults,  both  sexes  . 

7 ozs. 

i pint 

8 ozs. 

i pint. 

No  supper.  The 
meal  is  part  Indian 
and  part  oat. 

Aged  and  infirm,  do. 

5 „ 

4 „ 

6 ., 

i „ 

Do.  do. 

Children  from  9 to  15 

4 „ 

i 

5 „ 

i „ 

Do.  do. 

Children  from  2 to  9 

34  „ 

4 nag. 

1 nag. 

31  „ 

i nag. 

1 nag. 

Do.  do. 

Children  under  2 weaned,  4 lb.  of  bread  and  1 pint  of  new  milk  daily ; not  weaned,  £ lb.  of  bread 
and  4 pint  of  new  milk. 

Sick  Dietary. 


Tea  diet,  above  15  years 

4 lb.  of  bread  and  1 pint  ; 

•41b.  of  bread  and  1 pint  of 

The  sick  diets  are 

of  tea. 

new  milk. 

changed  dailv  by 

Do. 

from  9 to  15  . 

•4  lb.  of  bread  and  1 pint 

4 lb.  of  bread  and  1 pint  of 

the  medical  officer, 

of  tea. 

new  milk. 

according  to  cir- 

Do. 

from  5 to  9 . 

4 lb.  of  bread  and  1 pint 

^ lb.  of  bread  and  1 pint  of  | 

cumstances. 

of  tea. 

new  milk. 

Do. 

under  b . . i 

i lb.  of  bread  and  4 pint 

i lb.  of  bread  and  -4. pint  of 

of  tea. 

new  milk. 

Bread  diets,  to  all  classes  same  as  lea  diet , except  new  milk  to  breakfast  instead  of  tea.  “ The 
bread  the  same.” 

Fever  diets,  to  all  classes,  milk  whey  (the  doctor  directs  the  quantity  according  to  circumstances), 
or  gruel. 

Rice  diets,  to  dysentery  patients  (the  doctor  directs  the  quantity  according  to  circumstances). 
Officers'  Rations. 

The  masters,  matron’s,  and  schoolmistress’s  not  fixed. 

The  schoolmaster,  2 lbs.  of  oatmeal,  1 pint  new  milk,  1 pint  buttermilk,  and  4 lb.  of  bread  per  day; 
and  2 lbs.  of  meat  per  week. 

The  porter,  2 lbs.  of  oatmeal,  1 pint  new  milk,  1 pint  buttermilk,  and  41b.  of  bread  per  day;  and 
1 lb.  of  meat  per  week. 


(i.) 

Worldiousc  Dietary. 


— 

Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Supper 

“id 

K 

Butter- 

milk. 

Sweet 

milk. 

Butter- 

milk. 

Bread. 

Sweet 

milk. 

Ozs 

Qts. 

Qts. 

Ozs. 

Qts. 

Qts. 

Ozs. 

Qts. 

Men  and  women  . 

8 

i 1 

8 

4 i 

1' 

Children  from  9 to  15. 

4 

i 

5 

4 

6 

h 

Children  from  2 to  9 . 

3 

i 

4 

i j 

4 

Aged  and  infirm  . 

6 

1 

6 

i- 

1 

Infants  under  2 

41b.  of  bread,  and  1 pint  of  new  milk  per  day. 

Lowtherstown 

Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Lowtherstown 

Union. 


920  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Sick  Dietary. 


— 

Bread. 

Tea. 

Sweet  milk. 

1 Bread..  J 

Tea. 

jSweetmilk. 

Remarks. 

Tea  diet,  adults  . 

, , from  9 to  15 
, , from  2 to  9 . 
Bread  diet  . 

Fever  diets. 

Half  diet  .... 
Low  diet  .... 

Lb.  . 

f 

T 

1 

Same  as 
Milk  wh 
Dc 
Dc 

Pint.  ; 
1 
1 

i \ 

tea  diet,  e: 
ey,  gruel,  > 

ccept  that  i 
etc.,  as  ore 

1 Lb.  1 

t 

I ! 

lew  milk  is 
lered  daily 
do. 
do. 

i given  to  l 
by  medica 

Pint. 

1 

1 

1 

ireakfast,  a 
1 officer, 
do. 
do. 

No  supper, 
md  no  tea. 

Officers'  Rations  in  the  week  each. 


Officers. 

Bread. 

Meat. 

Oatmeal. 

Sweet  milk. 

Butter-milk. 

Tea. 

Sugar. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Qts. 

Qts. 

Ozs. 

Lb. 

Master 

7 

3* 

31 

31 

2 

1 

Matron 

7 

3* 

31 

31 

2 

1 

Schoolmaster  . 

7 

31 

31 

31 

2 

1 

Schoolmistress  . 

7 

H 

31 

31 

2 

1 ' •' 

Porter 

51 

31 

7 

3* 

31 

October  1,  1847.  J.  Irvine,  Clerk  of  Union. 


(K.) 


Liabilities  of  Guardians  on  31st  January , 1848. 

Amount  due  to  treasurer  on  31st  January  .... 

Amount  due  to  contractors,  &c.  ...... 

Amount  of  salaries  unpaid  ....... 

Amount  due  to  all  other  parties  ...... 


Total  liabilities  . 


Deduct  in  hands  of  treasurer  ....... 

Net  amount  of  liabilities  (if  any)  on  31st  January,  1848,  after  deducting 
the  amount  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  ...... 

Net  amount  which  would  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  on  31st 
January,  1848,  supposing  all  debts  to  be  paid  .... 


£. 

s. 

d. 

374 

18 

Oh 

109 

3 

2 

22 

2 

11 

506 

4 

1* 

532 

1 

5 

25 

17 

Si 

x.  s.  a. 

9.  Liabilities  on  3lst  December  . 664  9 4 

10.  Current  expenses  ....  601  13  5 

11.  Net  balauce  in  favour  of  Union 

on  31st  January,  as  in  No.  8 25  17  3 


13. 

14.  Rate  lodged. 

15. 


16. 


£.  s.  d. 


1292  0 0 


£1292  0 0 


£1292  0 0 


John  Irvine,  Clerk  of  Union. 


Number  of  Paupers  on  Out-relief  on  Saturday,  26th  February,  1848. 

. £.  s.  d. 

District  No.  1,  No.  of  Cases,  766  Total  relieved,  1124  Cost  per  week,  35  16  2 

»>  No- 2,  ,,  250  ,,  565  ,,  17  0 11 

..  N°- 3,  ,,  268  ,,  530  ,,  16  13  5 


In  Union,  Total  . 1284  2219  69  10  6 

J.  Irvine. 


State  of  the  Workhouse,  19tA  February,  1848. 


Castle  ATchdall  electoral  division 


Clonelly  do. 

Dromore  do. 

Kesh  do. 

Lack  do. . 

Lowtherstown  'do. 


113 

59 

48 

55 

19 

137 


Moorfield  electoral  division 
Trillick  do. 

Tubbrid  do. 

l/nion  at  large 


Weekly  average  cost,  Is.  2 $d. 

In  on  19th  February,  1848,  total  . . 796 

Admitted  since  .....  7n 

Born  . j 

— 79 


Total 


116 

29 

114 

106 

796 
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Discharged  . 
Died  . 


95 

4 

— 99 


Remaining  on  26th  February  ....  716 

In  workhouse  . • • • • ■ • • ■ * ' 

Number  in  auxiliary  workhouse  in  town,  41  women  and  13  children  o4 
Number  in  detachment,  boys,  Montgomery’s  ....  A 

Number  in  detachment,  girls,  Graham’s 


60 


To  the  Board  of  Vice-  Guardiajis, 
Lowtherstown  Union. 


Total  . . .196 

John  Irvine,  Clerk  of  Union. 


Paupers  classified. 


Aged  and  infirm  males 
, , females 

Able-bodied  males 

, , females  . 
Boys  .... 
Girls  .... 
Infants  under  2 . 


4 

9 

09 

270 

187 

131 

26 


Total  . . .776 

In  workhouse  on  26  th  February,  1848.  » 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Archoall  : — March  24,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  Mr.  Otway’s  report  of  the  inquiry  which 
the  Commissioners  directed  him  to  make  into  the  administration  of  relief  by  the 
Vice-Guardians  of  Lowtherstown  Union,  in  pursuance  of  the  request  for  such  an 
inquiry  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  loth  February  last. 

The  following  are  the  complaints  made  by  you,  and  inquired  into  and  reported 
on  by  Mr.  Otway : — . . 

1.  That  the  out-door  relief  administered  is  in  every  case  more  than  suthcient 


to  support  the  recipients. 

. 2.  That  men  are  put  on  with  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre,  also  families  whom 


the  relieving  officer  rejects.  . 

3.  That  owing  to  the  relief  afforded,  the  farmers  complain  that  they  cannot  get 


labourers*;  tliat  wishing  to  get  people  out  of  the  poor-house,  you  sent  for  seven 
able-bodied  men  with  their  families,  and  offered  constant  employment,  and  that 


only  two  had  worked  one  day  each  since  that  time. 

4.  That  there  is  the  greatest  imposition  practised,  and  the  greatest  waste  of  the 


funds  of  the  Union. 


The  Commissioners  have  perused  Mr.  Otway’s  report,  and  the  accompanying 
,n  i—  _r  *bQf  in  their 


evidence,  and  they  have  the  satisfaction  of  being  enabled  to  state,  that  in 
opinion  no  grounds  exist  for  censuring  the  conduct  of  the  Vice-Guardians  in  refer- 
ence to  any  one  of  those  complaints. 


Mr.  H.  D’Arcy  to  tlie  Commissioners: — February  29,  1848. 


Having  attended  yesterday  an  investigation  held  by  Mr.  Otway,  Union 
Inspector,  in  the  Board-room  of  Lowtherstown  workhouse,  my  name  was 
casually  mentioned  with  reference  to  a conversation  which  I had  held  on  a former 
occasion  with  Mr.  Morton  and  Mr.  M ‘Manus,  in  which.  I had  stated  that  having 
remarked  to  Mr.  Anderson,  a relieving  officer,  that  a number  of  persons  were 
receiving  relief  in  his  district  not  entitled  to  it;  that  Mr.  Anderson  had  stated  to 
me  that  it  was  not  his  fault,  as  he  was  controlled  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  that  lie 
received  all  applications,  and  that  Mr.  Morton  decided  on  them  ; and  that  he 
(Mr.  Anderson,)  was  aware  of  persons  not  entitled  to  relief  receiving  it,  some  of 
whom  he  mentioned  to  me : Mr.  Otway  swore  Mr.  Anderson  to  this  statement 
the  entire  of  which  he  denied,  swearing  he  never  knew  of  a person  receiving  relief 
not  entitled  to  it.  After  the  investigation,  and  after  I had  left  the  workhouse, 
met  a person  who  was  present  at  the  conversation  referred  to,  held  between  me 
and  Mr.  Anderson,  and  returned  with  him  to  the  workhouse,  and  requeste 

6 U 
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of  Mr.  Otway  to  examine  him ; Mr.  Otway  proceeded  to  do  so,  and  when  the 
witness  was  stating  that  Anderson  had  mentioned  cases  to  me  of  persons  receiving 
relief  who  he  (Mr.  Anderson)  knew  were  not  entitled  to  it,  Mr.  Morton 
interrupted  the  witness  with  some  remark,  when  I immediately  said,  “ I beg  your 
pardon  Mr.  Morton,  do  not  interrupt  the  witness,  you  will  allow  me  to  have  some 
fan-  play,  which  Mr.  Archdall  had  not.”  Mr.  Otway  got  up  and  left  the  room, 
saying  he  would  hear  nothing  further.  Mr.  Otway  may  say  that  I intended  to 
express  an  opinion  that  he  had  not  acted  fairly  during  the  investigation  ; such  was 
not  my  intention,  nor  can  I hardly  suppose,  from  previous  remarks  made,  that 
Mr.  Otway  could  reasonably  imagine  such  was  my  intention.  The  circumstances 
that  my  remarks  referred  to  were,  that  an  investigation  being  ordered  by  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  into  charges  made  by  Mr.  Archdall  against  the  Vice- 
Guardians;  that  Mr.  Otway,  proceeding  to  hold  their  investigation  arrived  in 
Lowtherstown  on  Saturday  the  26th,  went  over  the  house  in  company  with  the 
Vice-Guardians,  returned  on  Monday,  and  entered  into  the  investigation  without 
having  given  any  notice  to  Air.  Archdall  that  he  was  about  to  do  so,  Air.  Arch- 
dall, by  mere  accident,  hearing  that  it  was  going  on.  I take  leave  to  state  that  I 
make  the  above  communication,  not  desiring  the  opinion  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners on  the  subject,  nor  seeking  for  any  redress,  hut  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  a one-sided  statement  appearing  perhaps  hereafter  in  a blue  book  or 
report. 


Further  Letter  from  Mr.  H.  DArcy  to  the  Commissioners  -.—March  1,  1848. 

On  reading  over  a communication  of  mine  to  you  yesterday,  I find  the 
following  passage — “ Air.  Alorton  interrupted  the  witness  with,  some  remark.”  _ It 
would  be  more  correct  if  I had  written,  “ Mr.  Alorton  interrupted  the  examination 
of  the  -witness  by  asking  Air.  Otway  a question  relative  to  the  witness's  statement, 
while  Air.  Otway  was  taking  it  down.” 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  2,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letters  of  29th  February  and  1st  instant,  respectively,  relating  to  the  inquiry 
which  Air.  Otway  has  been  instructed  to  make  in  Lowtherstown  Union,  and 
I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  not  yet  received  Air.  Otway’s  report 
thereon. 


Observations  of  Air.  Otway. 

I could  not  possibly  have  mistaken  what  Mr.  H.  D’Arcy  said.  After  the 
inquiry  was  over,  and  my  papers  removed,  he  came  back  and  asked  me  to  examine 
a witness  to  disprove  what  Anderson  the  relieving  officer  had  sworn,  and  to  sup- 
port what  he  said  Anderson  had  told  him ; and  at  great  inconvenience  I agreed 
and  went  back  to  the  Board-room  to  do  so ; but  on  asking  the  person  he 
produced  as  a witness,  who  appeared  to  me  to  have  no  real  evidence  to  give  on  the 
matter,  from  the  answers  he  gave,  Air.  D’Arcy  began  in  a very  dictatorial 
manner  to  question  him  and  interrupt  me,  and  on  Mr.  Alorton  making  some 
remark,  which  I do  not  recollect,  he  (Air.  D’Arcy)  said  in  a very  warm  and  un- 
pleasant tone,  “ Mr.  Archdall  may  have  submitted  to  an  unfair  inquiry,  but  I will 
not,”  or  words  to  this  effect,  (he  had  previously  said  that  he  would  take  care  and 
watch  the  Commissioners  when  the  new  Guardians  were  elected,  that  they 
required  it,  but  that  he  would  be  up  to  them).  I then  got  up  and  told  him  I 
would  not  allow  him  or  any  man  to  state  that  an  inquiry  I held,  was  unfair,  that 
he  knew  it  was  not,  and  that  I had  treated  him  with  great  courtesy  and  forbear- 
ance ; and  endeavoured  as  far  as  possible  to  inquire  into  every  point  he  brought 
before  me,  and  that  no  gentleman  ought  to  have  made  such  a statement  as  he 
had  done ; I then  left  the  room  <vith. Messrs,  Morton  and  M'Alanus.  I am  glad 
Air.  D’Arcy  now  sta.tes  that  he  had  no-  intention  of  stating  that  I had  acted 
unfairly  during  the  inquiry,  but  I could  not  possibly  have  mistaken  the  plain 
meaning  of  his  words. 

March  19,  1848.  • . C.  G.  O. 
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Mr.  H.  D’Arcy  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  2, 1848. 

I hate  been  informed  that  Mr.  Otway  made  some  reply  to  me  when 
leaving  the  Board-room  of  Lowtherstown  workhouse  on  the  28th  of  February. 
Beino-  a little  deaf  and  not  having  heard  what  Mr.  Otway  said,  I hope  I will  not 
be  considered  unreasonable  in  requesting  that,  as  Mr.  Otway  may  have  the 
advantage  of  seeing  my  statement,  that  a copy  of  Mr.  Otway’s  report  may  be 
furnished  me. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  2,  1848. 

I AM  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  requesting  that  a copy  of  Mr.  Otway’s  report  of  hts 
inquiry  in  Lowtherstown  Union  may  be  furnished  to  you,  and  in  reply  1 am  to 
state  that  the  Commissioners  are  ill  communication  with  Mr.  Otway,  but  it  is  not 
their  general  official  practice  to  communicate  to  third  parties  the  reports  which 
they  receive  from  their  inspectors. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  1,  1848. 

In  our  report  of  the  19th  ultimo,  on  the  state  and  management  of  the  Fifth  series,' p. 
workhouse  and  of  the  Union  generally;  we  took  occasion  toward  the  end  to 
mention  the  lodgments  made  by  our  two  collectors  for  the  week  ending  the  12th 
ultimo.  These  lodgments  were,  on  the  part  of  Thomas  Robinson,  296/.,  and  on 
the  part  of  Alexander  Robinson,  200/. ; being  short  of  our  order  to  each  by  the 
respective  defects  of  4/.  and  300/. 

We  mentioned  also  the  plea  of  illness  put  forward  by  Alexander  Ko  bin  son, 
and  that  we  bad,  in  consequence,  deferred  any  intimation  of  the  course  we  should 
take  with  reference  to  the  above  very  serious  default  on  bis  part  until  the  next 
lodgment,  which,  indue  course,  was  to  have  been  made  on  the  21st  or  -Lad 
ultimo,  should  be  ascertained. 

We  have  now  to  state  that,  to  our  extreme  disappointmeut,  no  lodgment  was 
made  by  either  collector  for  the  week  ending  the  19th  ultimo,  and  the  lodgment 
for  the  week  ending  the  26th,  made  yesterday,  amounts  to  473/.  only — the  fruits 
of  the  fortnight’s  collection.  Of  this,  300/.  was  lodged  by  Alexander  Robinson, 
and  173/.  by  Thomas  Robinson.  We  had  already  at  our  late  Board  meeting 
directed  the  clerk  to  proceed  against  each  collector  for  the  tine  incurred  by  his 
default  for  the  week  ending  the  19th  ultimo,  and  he  will  have  our  further  order 
to  the  like  effect  for  the  week  ending  the  26th  ultimo.  > 

We  have  directed  both  collectors  to  appear  before  us  at  to-morrow  s Board 
meeting,  and  shall  then  announce  to  them  our  distinct  and  unalterable  determi- 
nation to  proceed  against  each  for  the  future  with  the  utmost  rigour,  aud  particu- 
larly to  enforce  the  full  penalty  of  their  bonds  after  the  13th  instant,  when  the 
term  of  the  five  months  stipulated  for  the  collection  will  expire. 

We  cannot  disguise  from  ourselves  that  the  remissness  indicated  by  the  past 
fortnight’s  collection  is,  in  a ' large  measure,  to  be  ascribed  to  the  announcement, 
that  oil  the  25th  instant  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Vice-Guardians  will  expire, 
to  be  superseded  by  an  elected  Board. 

There  is  a difference,  we  may  observe,  very  marked  and  otherwise  unaccount- 
able in  the  deportment  of  the  collector,  Alexander  Robinson — the  only  one.  of  . the 
two  we  have  seen  for  the  past  week.  In  contrast  with  what  he  had  uniformly 
shown  ou  former  occasions,  his  air,  upon  our  demanding,  Was  that  the  collection 
for  the  fortnight  ? was  one  of  indifference ; but  the  fact  of  the  collection,  alter 
manifesting  a very  considerable  improvement,  falling  away  at  the  present  so 
critical  period  of  it,  and  in  defiance  of  an  express  order  of  the  Board,  places  the 
disposition  of  the  men  beyond  surmise. 

And  we  are  bound  to  state  our  apprehensions  that  whatever  be  the  issue  of  our 
proceedings  against  them  from  week  to  week  under  the  100th  section  of  the  Act, 
this  indifference  and  remissness,  arising  from  the  cause  we  have  mentioned,  will 
very  seriously  affect  the  getting  in  of  the  large  balance  of  2647/.  0s.  0 Id.  still 
remaining  to  be  collected.  Under  such  circumstances,  with  undimimshed  anxiety 
on  our  parts  to  render  our  appointment  as  paid  officers  of  the  fullest  avail,  while 
it  continues  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union,  we  have  to  request  your  further  instruc- 
tions with  reference  to  this  most  vital  particular.  It  is  needless,  we  hope,  to 
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report  the  assurance  that  no  effort  of  ours  shall  be  wanting  to  carry  them  into  the 
fullest  effect. 

We  have  at  length  secured  the  services  of,  we  trust,  an  efficient  master  and 
matron.  They  arrived  here  and  entered  on  their  respective  duties  on  the  23rd 
ultimo,  and  so  far  are  giving  us  every  satisfaction.  Already  a marked  improve- 
ment is  visible,  contrasting  with  the  hitherto  disorganized  and  uncleanly  appear- 
ance of  the  house. 

We  have  been  seriously  inconvenienced  of  late  by  a very  insufficient  supply  of 
water  on  the  workhouse  premises,  as  well  as  by  the  deplorable  state  of  the  sewers, 
cess-pools,  and  drains — the  latter  contributing  materially  to  the  increase  of  fever 
in  the  house.  We  have  more  than  once  in  our  reports  and  minutes  adverted  to 
both  defects,  and  took  occasion  also  to  draw  the  special  attention  of  your  architect 
to  the  subject. 

Y our  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo,  transmitting  for  our  information  a copy  of  Mr. 
Wilkinson’s  observations,  has  had  our  anxious  attention,  and  we  have  duly 
considered  the  papers  and  plans  referred  to  by  Mr.  Wilkinson,  which,  however, 
from  hie  circumstance  of  the  workhouse  being  situated  on  the  rapid  slope  of  a 
small  hill,  we  find  to  be  in  great  part  inapplicable,  or  requiring  very  considerable 
modification.  In  accordance  with  his  desire  “ to  be  furnished  by  us  with  a plan 
that  might  appear  practicable  and  preferable  to  the  present  system,”  we  now 
forward  a plan  which  we  have  every  reason  to  think  will  effectually  remove  both 
nuisances.  This  plan  has  been  prepared  according  to  our ' instructions,  after 
repeated  anxious  consultation  with  Mr.  Moore,  who  superintended  the  building  of 
the  house,  sewers,  cess-pools,  &c.,  and  Mr.  Tickell,  a plumber,  of  Enniskillen, 
who  has  been  employed  with  the  like  object  in  other  workhouses.  It  is  con- 
sidered by  both  . as  the  most  readily  practicable  and  effectual,  and  that  it  can  he 
fully  executed  within  three  weeks.  Not  excepting  even  the  collection  of  the  rates, 
we  regard  it  as  the  most  important  work  and  the  most  necessary  to  be  immediately 
taken  in  hand. 

Mr.  Moore  engages  that  his  system  of  sewerage,  as  shown  in  the  plan,  dispensing 
with  the  collection  of  the  soil  in  cess-pools  to  be  cleaned  out  by  hand  (a  work  of 
extreme  hazard  and  often  fatal  to  those  employed),  aided  by  the  flow  of  water 
which  will  be  thrown  into  them  as  often  as  necessary,  will  carry  away  all  the 
underground  nuisances  at  present  detained  in  the  sewers  and  occasioning  a general 
malaria,  to  which  the  malignant  fever  heretofore  so  prevalent  among  the  inmates 
is  largely  attributable. 


Mr.  Tickell  engages  that  the  forcing  pump  and  cisterns  now  proposed  to  be 
erected  shall  keep  the  entire  establishment,  including  the  fever  hospital,  infir- 
maries, workhouse,  and  probationary  wards,  constantly  supplied  with  pure  water, 
at  all  seasons,  for  the  necessary  uses  of  the  house,  and  sufficient  also  to  clean  out 
the  entire  of  the  proposed  sewers  aud  cess-pools  whenever  it  may  be  found 
necessary.  After  having  bestowed  upon  this  subject  our  most  anxious  attention, 
we  have  come  to  the  opinion  that  the  plans  proposed  will  effectually  meet  both 
evils,  and  the  expense  of  Mr.  Tickell’s  portion  of  them  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be 
excessive;  but  we  desire  to  submit  both  to  the  experienced  judgment  of  your 
architect  before  taking  further  steps  in  the  matter,  at  the  same  time,  observing, 
that  it  is  important  upon  all  accounts,  and  not  the  least,  perhaps,  as  our  own  tenure 
o office  will  determine  on  the  25th  instant,  to  have  the  necessary  arrangements 
completed  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Accompanying  are  the  plan  and  specification  we  have  mentioned,  to  which  we 
would  beg  that  the  immediate  attention  of  your  architect  should  be  directed. 

Ine  earth-works  connected  with  the  new  sewers,  drains,  &c.,  will,  of  course, 
be  executed  by  the  able-bodied  inmates  under  the  superintendence  of  the  con- 
tractors. 

We  take  the  opportunity  to  notice  the  arrival,  in  due  course,  of  your  sealed 
orders  of  the  21st  ultimo,  severally  addressed  to  us,  and  by  which  we  are  continued 
m office  to  the  25th  instant. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  also  your  letter  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  in  reference  to 
our  report  of  the  19th  ultimo.  The  requisite  steps  for  ensuring  a sufficient  supply 
of  clothing  shall  be  at  once  taken  as  you  desire. 

The  amount  of  the  two  loans  will  be  remitted  as  you  direct. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  2, 1848. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  report  the  result  of  the  proceed- 
ings taken  by  you  against  the  collectors.  I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that 
the  Commissioners  have  called  on  them  for  an  explanation. 

With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  a master  and  matron  of  the  workhouse,  the 
Commissioners  request  to  he  furnished  with  replies  to  the  queries  transmitted 
relating  to  them. 

The  Commissioners  have  referred  to  their  architect  respecting  that  part  of 
your  report  which  relates  to  the  supply  of  water  and  sewerage  of  the  workhouse, 
together  with  the  plan  received  from  you. 


Architect's  Observations  on  Vice-Guardians’  Report  of  March  1 : — March  6,  184S. 

I have  remarked  on  these  matters.  The  report  resolves  itself  as  regards  cesspools 
chiefly  into  the  question  of  covered  cesspools,  or  drains,  instead  thereof  The  latter  will,  1 fear, 
be  found  difficult  to  put  into  operation,  and  the  former,  when  properly  managed,  will  yet 
be  found  the  best  1 think  ; but  1 have  ofFered  opinions  on  the  matter,  and  would  advise  it  being 
left  to  the  Guardians. 


Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes  of  February  23,  184S. 

“Mr.  Tickell  submitted  a plan  of  supplying  the’establishment  with  a proper  supply  of 
water,  and  of  effectually  draining  the  premises  and  cesspools,  prepared  agreeably  to  the 
instructions  given  to  him  at  the  previous  consultation  of  the  Board,  and  also  an  estimate  of  the 
expense  of  carrying  out  so  much  of  said  plan  as  fell  within  his  trade  as  a plumber,  being  the 
erection  of  a double  action  forcing  pump,  and  of  two  cisterns  connected  with  same  by  pipes,  as 
in  said  plan  and  specification  described;  the  amount  of  said  estimate,  1 55/.  15s.,  which  was 
approved  by  Board  subject  to  the  opinion  of  the  architect,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  and  the  approval 
of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  that  the  clerk  be  directed  to  forward  same  accordingly.” 


Architect’s  Observations  on  Vice-Guardians’  Minutes  of  February  23,  1S48. 

I think  the  place  selected  for  the  pump  is  a good  one.  I nstead  of  forcing  the  water  from 
the  pump  house,  I would  recommend  a turret  of  rubble  masonry  being  carried  up  to  contain 
a cistern  directly  over  the  pump.  This  will  save  the  great  friction  of  forcing  the  water  from 
the  pump,  and  save  much  future  cost  from  repairs  that  will  be  more  frequently  required  under 
the  proposed  plan.  A small  pipe  will  then  be  sufficient  to  lead  from  the  cistern  in  turret,  aud 
if  supplied  with  a ball-cock  at  the  cistern  which  it  discharges  into,  it  will  be  found  effectual. 

I send  herewith  a sketch  for  a turret  which  it  would  be  good  economy  to  erect.  The  same 
kind  of  building  has  been  run  up  elsewhere  for  such  purpose. 

I fear  that  the  plan  of  doing  away  with  the  cesspools  will  not  be  found  satisfactory.  I am 
of  opinion  it  will  not  be  possible  to  keep  the  drains  free  from  obstruction.  I should  advise  the 
trial  being  partially  made  for  a month  or  two,  if  the  cesspools  are  abandoned.  I think  that 
with  proper  attention  to  them  they  will  be  found  the  least  evil.  The  large  manure  pit,  if  open 
in  such  a position,  will  be  found  objectionable,  I fear,  if  all  the  privies  discharge  into  it. 

March  6,  1848.  G.  W. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — March  16,  184S. 

Adverting  to  recent  communications  relating  to  the  supply  of  water  and 
state  of  the  sewers  and  cesspools  of  the  workhouse  ol  the  Lowtherstown  Union,  I 
am  directed  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  communicated  with  their 
architect  on  the  subject,  and  to  enclose  for  your  information  and  guidance,  copies 
of  observations  received  from  him  in  reference  to  the  plan  and  estimate  adverted 
to  in  your  minutes  of  23rd  February,  together  with  the  plan  of  a water  turret 
proposed  by  him,  and  referred  to  in  his  observations,  which  has  been  received  from 
him  this  day. 

The  plan  and  specification  received  from  you  are  also  returned  herewith. 


The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : —March  17,  1848. 

The  several  subjects  of  the  collection  of  the  rates,  of  the  backwardness  in  the 
returns  for  two  of  our  relief  districts,  and  of  the  proposed  plan  for  a better  supply 
of  water  and  a new  system  of  sewerage,  have  had  our  earnest  attention  ; and  we 
proceed  shortly  to  mention  the  course  we  propose  adopting  relative  to  each. 
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With  respect  to  the  first  we  have  decided  upon  the  expediency  as  well  as  the 
fairness  (on  the  grounds  mentioned  in  our  report  oi  the  10th  instant),  of  a further 
month  being  allowed  to  each  collector.  On  the  part  of  Alexander  Robinson, 
there  is  besides  the  serious  plea  of  illness,  which  Dr.  Betty,  his  medical  attendant, 
assures  us  is  not  overstated  in  the  collector’s  letter  to  you'. of  the  15th  instant,  with 
a copy  of  which  you  have  forwarded  us.  On  the  part  again  of  the  other  collector, 
Thomas  Robinson,  there  is  the  more  difficult  character  of  the  district  to  be  taken 
into  account,  having  required  for  the  second  time  the  protection  of  an  escort 
(when  Mr.  Atthill  was  again  the  attending  magistrate),  about  a fortnight  since; 
nor  have  we  the  same  reason  to  impute  remissness  to  this  collector,  whose  lodg- 
ments have  been  uniformly  near  the  required  amount. 

At  the  same  time  we  have  considered  it  only  prudent  to  postpone  an}'  declaration 
of  our  purpose  till  next  meeting,  by  which  time  the  magistrates  will  have  pro- 
nounced their  decision  on  the  defaults  which  we  have  referred  to  them. 

The  lod ament  for  the  week  ended  the  lltli  instant  made  only  yesterday,  was 
404/.,  Alexander  Robinson  contributing  to  it  304/.,  and  Thomas  Robinson  100/. 
This  leaves  the  balances  uncollected  in  the  two  districts  at  1,257/.  19s.  4 $cl.,  and 
67S/.  6-s.  or/,  respectively — total  uncollected  1,936/.  5.s.  9 \d. 

The  return  of  the  particulars  of  these  arrears,  distinguishing  where  in  conse- 
quence of  house  locked,  or  premises  deserted,  or  no  seizable  property  found,  was 
to  have  been  this  day  before  us,  but  we  understand  cannot  be  furnished  until 
to-morrow. 

The  penalties  of  the  bonds  will  be  at  once  declared  forfeited,  and  the  securities 
have  notice  to  that  effect,  and  of  the  suspension  of  proceedings  upon  them  until  the 
expiration  of  another  calendar  month. 

We  should  hope  that  the  effect  will  be  to  arouse  the  vigilance  of  those  parties, 
and  that  they  will  urge  as  their  own  safety  will  demand,  the  completion  of  the  task 
within  the  further  period. 

With  respect  to  the  backwardness  of  Mr.  Anderson’s  returns  for  the  Lowtliers- 
town  Relief  District,  of  which  our  clerk  makes  mention  in  the  extract  from  his 
letter  of  the  7th  instant,  we  regret  to  state  that  after  repeated  remonstrances 
having  up  to  the  present  time  failed  in  procuring  a satisfactory  reply  from  this 
officer  (otherwise  without  fault  as  respects  the  administration  of  relief  in  his  dis- 
trict), we  fear  there  will  be  but  one  course  open  to  us,  and  he  has  notice  from  us 
accordingly,  that  should  his  books  be  in  arrear  for  three  days  longer,  his  resigna- 
tion will  be  insisted  upon. 

Mr.  Campbell,  the  relieving  officer  for  Kesh  district,  is  we  are  most  happy  to 
state  so  far  recovered  as  to  have  this  day  reported  himself  able  to  attend  to  the 
making  up  of  bis  hooks,  and  that  he  hopes  to  be  present  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Board. 

With  respect  lastly  to  the  proposed  plan  of  sewerage  and  for  a better  supply  of 
water,  we  have  not  as  yet  since  the  arrival  of  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  con- 
veying to  us  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  observations  upon  that  subject,  been  able  to  consult 
with  Mr.  Tickell.  We  may  observe  only  that  the  slope  of  the  site  of  the  work- 
house, is  we  fear  too  rapid  to  admit  of  the  water  tower  suggested  .by  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son, being  raised  so  as  to  command  the  parts  to  be  supplied,  unless  at  an 
immoderate  height.  But  of  this  and  other  necessary  particulars  we  shall  be  better 
able  to  form  a judgment  after  conferring  with  Mr.  Tickell,  whose  attendance  we 
have  requested. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March' 23,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  considering  that  your  functions  as  Vice- Guardians  of 
Lowtherstown  Union  will  cease  on  the  25th  instant,  desire  to  receive  from  you  a 
report  on  the  financial  state  of  the  Union,  comprising  the  following  particulars: — - 

1.  Amount  of  money  in  the  treasurer’s  hands. 

2.  Amount  of  debts. 

3.  Estimated  period  during  which  the  current  rate  would  suffice  to  defray  the 

ordinary  expenditure  of  the  Union,  deducting  the  amount  included  in  the 
rate  lor  .the  purpose  of  repaying  the  advances  made  under  the  Temporary 
Relief  Act. 

4.  Estimated  amount  of  additional  rate  which  would  be  required  to  cover  the 
. prospective  expenditure  down  to  the  29th  September  next. 
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The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  receiving  this  information  by  return  of  post, 
and  they  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  furnish  the  same  accordingly; 
and  in  case  any  difficulty  should  be  felt  which  would  be  likely  to  cause  delay,'you 
will  nevertheless  have  the  goodness  to  send  up  as  close  an  estimate  as  possible  by 
return  of  post.  y 


The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  25,  1848. 

We  are  just  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  23rd  instant,  but  bearing  the 
Dublin  post-mark  of  the  24th,  in  which  you  desire  from  Us  a report  of  the 
financial  state  of  this  Union  previous  to  our  duties  determining.  The  very  limited 
time  at  our  disposal  upon  this  the  last  day  ot  our  concluding  Board  meetiug,  will 
compel  us  to  confine  ourselves  to  the  bare  statement  of. the  particulars  desired. 

The  amount  of  money  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  on  the  18th  instant  was 
622/.  7s.  3d.  The  amount  of  uncollected  rate  (making  due  allowance  for  the 
irrecoverable  part  of  it,  according  to  the  collectors’  returns  this  day  placed  in  our 
hands)  may  be  stated  at  1500/.  On  the  other  side  of  the  account  the  amount  of 
debts,  including  all  liabilities  at  this  date  (the  temporary  relief  loan  and  instalments 
of  building  loan  excepted),  is  750/.  1 0,9.  3d.,  leaving  available  towards  the  expen- 
diture of  the  half  year  ending  29th  September  next,  the  sum  of  1371/.  17s. 

With  a view  to  the  desired  estimate  of  that  expenditure  we  think,  as  respects  main- 
tenance, that  the  return  made  to  you  by  our  clerk,  a copy  of  which  is  before  us,  for 
the  four  weeks  ending  5th  February  last,  may  in  this  Union  be  taken  as  a sufficiently 
safe  guide.  This  will  give  for  the  half  year’s  maintenance  £2443  17  10 
For  ordinary  establishment  expenses  . . . 300  0 0 

For  new  sewers  in  progress,  and  general  repairs  . 100  0 0 

Amount  Mr.  Tickeil’s  contract  to  supply  water  . 155  15  0 

Amount  Mr.  Moore’s  contract  for  pump-house  . 28  0 0 


Total £3027  12  10 

Amount  of  instalments  on  building  loan,  due  14th 

proximo  . 1066  0 0 

Amount  temporary  relief  loan  . . . . 3138  4 9 

We  have  made  no  mention  of  the  proposed  extension  of  the  workhouse  building. 

As  it  will  be  apparent  from  the  above  account  that  the  remaining  available 
amount  of  the  rate  struck  in  October  last,  viz.,  137  lZ.  17s.,  is  short  of  the  amount 
included  in  that  rate  for  repayment  of  advances  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act, 
there  is  no  occasion  to  advert  to  the  third  particular  mentioned  in  your  letter. 

As  a part  of  the  business  remaining  to  us  this  day  to  execute,  we  purpose 
furnishing  you  with  our  usual  general  report,  which  being  our  final  report,  we 
should  be  anxious  to  make  as  full  and  complete  as  possible. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  25,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  of  presenting  you  with  a final  report  ere  vacating  our 
office  of  Vice-Guardians.  Considering  the  very  ample  detail  which  will  be  found 
in  the  minutes  upon  almost  every  subject,  all  (including  the  financial  statement 
already  briefly  made  to  you  in  reply  to  your  letter  received  by  this  morning’s  post) 
having  in  one  shape  or  another  come  before  us  since  Wednesday  last,  there  is 
perhaps  the  less  need  for  troubling  you  at  any  great  length.  Should  it  fail  of 
being  as  complete  as  might  be  desired  on  such  an  occasion,  we  feel  persuaded 
that  you  will  make  every  allowance  for  the  mass  of  business  unavoidably  pressing 
upon  our  attention  at  the  close  of  this  our  last  Board  meeting. 

As  regards  the  arrears  of  the  rate  and  the  liabilities  of  our  two  collectors, 
suspended  for  consideration  at  the  present  meeting,  we  have  gladly  availed  our- 
selves of  whatever  circumstances  could  be  considered  as  fairly  entitling  them  to 
indulgence.  In  addition  to  such  of  these  as  you  are  already  apprized  of  (on  the 
part  of  the  one  collector — his  serious  indisposition,  with  the  waylaying  and  warn- 
ings of  personal  danger,  which  prevented  his  continuing  his  appointments  with 
the  rate-payers  ; on  the  part  of  the . other — the  more  im'pi-acticable  character  of 
the  district  he  had  to  deal  with,  at  the  same  time  that,  of  the  two,  his  lodgments 
were  uniformly  the  more  satisfactory ; the  weight  of  the  duty  which  should,  in 
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our  opinion,  have  been  committed  to  more  than  two  collectors,  on  the  part  of 
both)  there  was  a statement  made  at  the  present  meeting,  and  confirmed  to  us 
bv  our  clerk,  which  we  felt  to  be  decisive,  and  such  as  to  leave  us  scarcely  the 
option  of  acting  towards  them  otherwise  than  leniently.  It  appeared  that  on 
the  occasion  of  their  bonds  being  executed,  when  urging  the  necessity  ot  s1X 
months  rather  than  five  being  allowed  them,  they  were  given  to  understand  that 
an  arrangement  would  be  made  for  leaving  their  lodgments  in  Loivtherstown, 
instead  of  which,  in  default  of  such  arrangement,  a day  of  each  week  has  been 
lost  by  their  having  to  make  them,  as  on  former  occasions,  with  the  treasurer  m 

Enniskillen.  - _ r->  an  » , 

The  copy  forwarded  in  your  letter  of  the  23rd  instant,  of  l)r.  Betty  s certificate, 
was  in  time  for  its  due  weight  with  us.  The  returns  made  by  each  collector  of 
the  arrears  outstanding  on  the  18th  instant,  were  also  before  us  ; it  resulted  from 
them  that  the  entire  of  these  arrears  (1266/.  8.?.  I0d.,  and  405/.  16s.  6k/.,  in  the 
two  districts  respectively),  with  the  exception  of  178/.  18s.  6a.  m the  one  district, 
and  147/.  Is.  3k/.  in  the  other,  the  greater  part  however  of  which  sums  will  also 
he  made  good,  leaving  eventually  little  more  than  100/.  for  the  uncollectable  part 
of  the  two  rates  last  struck,  await  only  the  time  and  opportunity  of  the  collectors 
to  get  them  in.  This  uncollectable  part  will  belong,  as  we  have  said,  to  the  two 
rates;  an  arrear  of  272/.  10s.  9c/.,  due  6th  October  last,  upon  the  rate  of  1443/. 
still  at  that  time  in  course  of  collection,  having  been  thrown  into  the  new  rate 
then  struck  of  6189/.  4.s.  2d.,  and  making  the  total  amount  to  he  collected, 
6461/.  14s.  11c/. 

After  Dr.  Bettyrs  certificate  there  remained  no  ground  for  following  up  our 
proceedings  as  against  Alexander  Robinson ; and  looking  at  the  later  efforts  of 
Thomas  Robinson,  with  the  comparatively  small  amount  of  arrears  remaining 
over  in  his  district,  there  was  room  to  question  whether  or  not  the  disobedience 
upon  his  part  had  been  of  a wilful  character.  We  directed  accordingly  that  the 
proceedings  against  either  on  this  account,  which  were  to  have  gone  forward 
yesterday  before  the  Lowtherstown  bench,  should  be  withdrawn.  The  hearty 
acknowledgments  expressed  by  both  for  this  immediate  grace,  led  us  to  consult 
freely  with  them  as  to  the  shortest  time  within  which  the  arrears  could  be 
reasonably  collected.  We  were,  not,  on  the  whole,  dissatisfied  to  learn  that  till 
the  1st  May  would,  in  their  opinion,  be  sufficient:  and  upon  reflection,  we  thought 
it  best  to  allow  them  up  to  that  date. 

With  men  such  as  we  still  take  them  for,  the  course  we  have  been  in  a manner 
thus  compelled  to  adopt,  "will,  we  are  persuaded,  under  existing  circumstances, 
best  secure  the  satisfactory  completion  of  this  important  work  ; and  we  are  happy, 
in  closing  our  reports  upon  a subject  which  has  so  anxiously  occupied  us,  to 
express  our  confidence,  based  upon  a four  months’  intercourse,  and  confirmed  by 
their  becoming  deportment  and  assurances  when  their  better  feelings  were  thus 
appealed  to,  that  the  entire  rate,  subject  to  the  above  small  deficit,  will  be 
collected  before  the  expiration  of  the  further  time  now  limited — longer  indeed  by 
a fortnight  and  upwards  than  we  had  contemplated  before  being  apprised  of  the 
circumstances  last  brought  forward  on  their  behalf ; ' but  should  this  confidence 
be  still  disappointed,  it  will  be  of  importance  that  they  are  left  without  plea  or 
excuse. 

An  important  subject  in  the  present  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  Union,  and 
otherwise  suggested  to  our  consideration  by  your  circular  to  the  clerk,  of  the  9th 
instant,  was  that  of  the  probable  expenditure  of  the  Union  for  the  coming  half- 
year,  our  estimate  of  which,  in  reply  to  your  letter  received  by  this  morning’s 
post,  we  have  just  conveyed  to  you  in  a separate  dispatch.  In  the  opinion  of  our 
relieving  officers,  the  numbers  requiring  relief  will  no  otherwise  decrease  than  by 
the  recovery,  from  severe  sickness,  of  the  heads  of  families  now  receiving  it  upon 
that  ground.  Your  sealed  order  authorizing  relief  for  two  months  to  destitute 
poor  persons,  being  widows  with  one  child,  and  orphans  whose  parents  are  both 
dead,  will  expire  on  the  28th  instant.  We  have  instructed  the  relieving  officers 
to  report  the  number  of  such  cases  at  present  relieved  under  this  order  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board.  Whatever  this  may  prove  to  be,  it  is  we  fear  too 
certain  that  by  far  the  greater  portion  will  have  no  other  resource  but  admission 
into  the  workhouse  ; already,  at  the  moment  of  our  writing,  containing  .within  20 
of  its  full  complement,  we  should  not  feel  warranted  to  speak  upon  mere  surmise  of 
the  measures  in  possible  contemplation  with  the  newly-elected  Board.  -We  may 
mention,  however,  that  it  is  confidently  and  very  generally  expected,  that  the 
present  out-accommodation  for  an  additional  number  of  in-door  paupers  at  the  three 
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buildings  of  Graham’s,  Montgomery’s  and  Anderson’s  will  be  immediately  dispensed  Lov'unei”,0''v 

with ; and  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  a majority  will  be  found  in  favour  of 

that  measure.  In  such  an  event,  the  limits  of  in-door  relief  being  restricted  to  500 

inmates,  there  can  be  no  hope  of  its  being  extended  to  parties  not  at  present  within 

the  walls.  We  cannot  suppress  our  anxiety  at  the  prospect  of  those  now  obtaining 

relief  under  the  order  we  have  referred  to  being  thrown  upon  the  slender  resource 

of  such  employment  as  they  may  be  able  to  procure,  even  at  the  present  favourable 

season.  It  is  sufficient  to  have  brought  this  under  your  notice.  In  any  estimate 

of  the  probable  numbers  that  may  continue  to  require  relief,  they  will  assuredly 

have  to  be  taken  into  account. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  our  decided  opinion  that  the  average  for  the  next  six 
months  will  not  be  found  very  far  short  of  that  shown  by  the  return  for  the  four 
•weeks  ended  5th  February  last.  Having  already,  in  our  letter  of  this  morning, 
taking  that  return  as  the  basis  of  an  estimate  for  the  half-year’s  expenditure,  we 
need  only  refer  you  upon  this  point  to  the  result  their  given.  It  is  perhaps  unim- 
portant to  observe  that  the  amount  of  debt  should  have  been  stated  at  7501. 18s.  7d., 
instead  of  7501.  10s.  3d. — an  error  since  discovered  in  the  baker’s  account  occa- 
sioning the  difference. 

In  connexion  with  the  same  subject,  and  affording  additional  ground  for  the 
apprehension  that  such  estimate  will  not  be  much  in  excess,  is  the  absence,  so  far 
as  we  can  learn,  of  any  proposed  employment  of  the  able-bodied  labourer,  by 
farmer  or  proprietor,  to  meet  the  immensely  increased  destitution,  beyond  the 
ordinary  unimproved  routine  of  the  spring  husbandry.  No  exertion  appears  to 
be  making  by  any  party  to  stem  the  increasing  evil,  while,  with  few  exceptions, 
all  exclaim  at  the  ruinous  certainty  before  them  of  a continually  increasing  poor- 
rate  ; let  the  party  be  well  inclined  to  relief,  or  the  reverse,  the  cry  is  heard  upon 
all  sides  that  the  poor-rate  will  ruin  the  country,  and  yet  nothing  can  be  more 
notorious  than  the  indifferent  state  of  their  agriculture — the  large  farms  showing 
no  attempt  to  drain  ; nothing  more  undeniable  than  that  there  is  ample  room  for 
every  labourer  that  can  be  had,  to  be  constantly  and  profitably  employed  on  the 
improved  culture  of  the  soil. 

The  prospect  is  indeed  a gloomy  one  for  all  classes.  We  advert  to  it,  however, 
to  show  merely  the  necessity  of  an  ample  provision  being  made  as  well  upon  this 
account. 

We  shall  place  on  the  minutes  our  unhesitating  opinion  that  an  adequate  rate 
ought  to  be  struck  with  the  least  possible  delay;  and  as  the  first  step  towards  it, 
our  instructions  to  the  clerk  to  prepare  and  lay  before  the  Board,  at  the  earliest 
opportunity,  a statement  of  the  proportions  out  of  the  unexpended  amount  now 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Union,  inclusive  of  the  uncollected  rate,  which,  after 
payment  of  the  present  amount  of  750 1.  18s.  7 d.  debt,  may  be  found  to  the  credit 
of  the  several  electoral  divisions  and  the  Union  at  large,  together  with  an  estimate 
grounded  on  the  return  already  mentioned  of  the  half-year’s  probable  expenditure 
on  the  part  of  each  electoral  division,  and  of  the  Union  at  large,  for  maintenance 
establishment  and  incidental  expenses. 

We  shall  now  rapidly  advert  to  a number  of  particulars,  which  would  find  a 
place  here  commensurate  with  their  importance,  were  it  not  for  the  very  full  detail 
which,  as  we  have  observed,  we  shall  consider  it  expedient  at  the  present  juncture 
to  give  to  each  upon  the  minutes. 

The  house  has  at  length  been  brought  to  a state  of  discipline,  which  gives  room 
to  hope  that  it  may  ere  long  bear  a comparison  with  the  best  regulated.  It  will  be 
seen  by  the  minutes  of  the  present  meeting,  that  we  have,  notwithstanding,  deemed 
it  our  duty  to  leave  on  record  our  strict  injunctions  in  this  respect  to  the  new 
master.  It  certainly  exhibits,  in  every  particular,  a very  gratifying  contrast  to 
the  condition  in  which  it  was  found  by  the  Vice-Guardians. 

The  inmates  present  the  appearance  of  health  and  animation,  and  of  cleanliness 
in  person  as  well  as  clothing.  In  place  of  the  sickly  listlessness  of  barely  300 
wretched  objects,  whom  it  was  so  long  cur  painful  part  to  witness  gathered  in 
tattered  house-clothing,  or  (as  was  the  case  with  many)  in  their  own  still  more 
unwholesome  rags,  on  the  floors  of  the  wards,  none  are  now  to  be  so  found  ; and 
out  of  720  inmates,  filling  the  house  and  detached  buildings  at  this  date,  few  at  all 
without  their  useful  employment  in  the  several  parts  of  the  establishment.  . 

At  the  moment  of  our  writing,  and  for  several  weeks  past,  this  institution,  so 
fatally  devastated  by  fever  in  the  spring  of  last  year,  might  challenge  comparison 
in  point  of  health  with  any  in  Ireland. 
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The  clothing  and  bedding,  almost  exclusively  made  up  by  the  inmates,  is  at 
length,  brought  to  the  desired  sufficiency ; and  the  same  is  to  be  said  of  all  neces- 
sary furniture,  the  defect  of  which  was  no  less  glaring.  The  schools,  too,  offer  a 
happy  contrast  to  their  aspect  a few  months  since — the  children  clean,  healthy,  and 
fully  clad,  and  supplied  with  every  requisite  for  instruction.  The  hitherto  imperfect 
sewerage,  which,  combined  with  the  proximity  of  an  over-crowded  grave-yard  (the 
corruption  to  be  seen  oozing  on  the  surface  up  to  the  very  walls  of  the  house)  was 
a chief  source  of  the  prevailing  infectious  disorders  ; we  have  happily,  after  anxious 
consultation  with  parties  of  authority  in  such  matters,  on  the  eve  of  our  tenure  of 
office,  taken  steps  at  once  and  effectually  to  remedy.  All  connexion  with  the 
grave-yard  is  now  cut  off  by  a deep  flagged  sewer,  carrying  away  the  corrupted 
matter  altogether  from  the  house.  We  avail  ourselves  of  this  latest  opportunity 
to  bring  again  under  your  notice  the  urgent  necessity  for  a new  grave-yard  at  some 
remoter  distance.  The  greater  part  of  the  hitherto  open  and  very  offensive  drains 
have  been  replaced  by  covered  flagged  sewers,  with  gratings.  There  is  still,  how- 
ever, much  important  work  remaining  to  be  done  of  this  description,  which  should 
on  no  account  be  longer  postponed.  The  thorough  drainage  of  the  yards,  hereto- 
fore delayed  by  the  unfavourable  weather-,  is  in  active  progress;  this,  too,  should 
be  diligently  prosecuted  to  completion. 

In  ueference  to  Mr.  \\  ilkinson’s  views  as  respects  the  proposed  supply  of  water, 
it  becomes  us  to  state  shortly  at  this  part  of  our  report  why  we  have  concluded  it 
best,  after  carefully  considering  his  suggestions  and  plan  of  a water  tower,  to 
adhere  in  preference  to  that  we  submitted  to  you.  The  tower,  if  adopted,  would 
require  to  be  of  a much  more  considerable  height,  to  meet  the  rapid  rise  in  the 
ground  than  is  assumed  in  the  drawing  sent  by  Mr.  Wilkinson,  60  feet  at  the 
least;  while  the  same  pipes  would  in  every  respect  have  to  be  laid  down,  and  the 
same  cisterns  erected,  independently  of  the  tower  and  its  cistern.  We  may  add 
that  the  trial  of  our  plan  for  a while,  and  partially  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
u ould  we  fear  be  within  a trifle  as  costly  as  its  perfect  execution.  We  have  every 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  prospect  of  Mr.  Tickell’s  work  (which  has  been 
tried  with  success  elsewhere)  being  found  effectual  for  its  object.  It  is  already,  we 
are  appy  to  say,  far  advanced,  and  the  well  so  far  as  completed  promises  an  ample 
supply  of  water.  r r 

ihere  is  yet  a subject  upon  which  we  are  anxious,  ere  we  conclude,  from  its 
serious  importance  as  respects  the  able-bodied  pauper  (nor  is  it  of  light  import  as 
respects  the  work  upon  which  he  is  being  employed),  to  offer  an  observation.  It 
is  the  increased  allowance,  by  a ± lb.  bread  daily,  which  we  have  recently  found 
ourselves  under  the  necessity  of  introducing  into  the  dietary.  As  soon  as  the 
advance  of  more  favourable  weather  admitted  of  continued  work  out  of  doors  for 
some  days  together,  the  necessity  for  this  increase  became  manifest.  The  strength 
> ? ltj  and  Visiti,ng  tlle  work  frequently  ourselves,  that  we 
L l 6 d °!  ? LUe.prJ°»ress’ there  was  no  room  for  mistaking  it.  The 
wp  hp b pky  C0St  °f  !he  ln'door  pauper  in  this  Union,  recently  Is.  2d.,  is  still, 
LSV  i,r°ng,the  ln.Ireland-  We  ha™  "»»»  to  believe,  notwith- 

of  lb  H-hrge’  n?  a Vlew  t0  greater  econ°my>  will  be  proposed  in  this 
the  same  of  . ^ S®  ?a“e  tu?e  that  the  "'ork  expected  will  be  obviously 

theTrouXrSe  brnd,  t0  y0U  0Ur  eviction,  proceeding  upon 

tile  grounds  we  have  mentioned,  that  should  the  present  dietary  of  the  working 

Cr^eed)  to  mfthe  h WillMnot  t0  aPe.ak  “ the  same  sentence  of  the  work 
sacrificed)  to  fill  the  hospitals  and  add  to  the  victims  of  the  grave-vard 

tes ioZt to  thTfwrt  T’  a\,hefdose  of  °UI  l*bours,°did  we  neglect  to  bear  . 
In'ine  the ctorV offL^n"  f aJm"?1  Taluable  PubHc  servant,  Mr.  John 
character  of  the  dntip«nf*l  • ^°  UP°?  tke  arduous  and  important 

zeal  •md  acnuirpmpntQ  f tv/6  fc*Ce  f need*ess’  ^ut  no  Union  could  the  temper. 

To  iTves  AH  l6  “0re  SeCereIy  tested  than  in  Lcwtherstown. 

, om?elves  Mr.  Irvine  has  at  all  times,  and  to  the  freouent  sacrifice  of  the 
of  nffief  tetaxation  and  of  rest  with  his  family,  afforded,  dS^our  flying  period 
hi°®r’a0med°atedei  It  and  the  value  of  which  te  have  ever  most 

reouest  of von  i-n  sanM'  ■ bave  been  our  duty  to  make  it  -as  a particular 
request  ot  }ou  to  sanction  the  increase  we  lately  recommended  of  his  safari-  As 

" e are  o»r  report,  we  find,  by  arrival  your  lehe^on  that 
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subject,  that  we  have  the  still  more  gratifying  duty  of  thanking  you  for  having 
already  done  so. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  M'Manus  and  Mr.  Morton,  Vice -Guardians 
respectively  : — April  4,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
final  report  of  the  25th  ult.,  and  I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  thanks  for 
the  zeal  and  assiduity  with  which  they  are  satisfied  you  have  attended  to  the 
interests  of  the  Union. 


Further  Correspondence  respecting  the  management  of  the  Union  by  the  Vice-  Guardians  will  be 
printed  in  another  Series.  It  is  not  yet  completed , or  it  would  have  been  printed  in  this  Senes.] 


6 D 2 


Lowth  erst  own 
Union. 
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TULLAMORE  UNION. 


Dr.' Lamprey,  Temporary  MedicaVOfficer  of  the  Union,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 
Janaai'y  31,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  present  you  with  the  following  report  in  reference  to  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Tullamore  workhouse,  which  I have  carefully  inspected 
by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Flanagan. 

On  first  entering  the  house  I was  struck  with  the  dirty  appearance  of  the  walls 
and  floors,  the  former  not  having  been  whitewashed  for  some  time. 

The  master’s  and  matron’s  rooms  were  in  a very  disorderly  and  dirty  condition. 

The  dormitories  were  next  inspected,  the  Avails  of  which  have  been  lor  some 
time  in  an  unwashed  state;  the  floors  exhaled  a very  urinous  odour;  numerous 
bundles  of  clothes,  cooking  utensils,  crocks,  &c.,  used  by  the  paupers  in  their 
own  homes  previous  to  their  admission  into  the  workhouse,  were  allowed  to  be 
stored  up  behind  their  beds  in  the  dormitories,  which,  no  doubt  assisted  in  creating 
disease. 

Several  paupers  were  also  found  lying  in  their  beds  who  pretended  illness. 

I was  informed  by  the  matron  that  the  adult  women  were  obliged  to  sleep  in 
the  children’s  beds  on  account  of  the  insufficient  accommodation  for  the  classes. 
The  stairs  leading  from  the  dormitories  were  extremely  dirty  as  also  the  walls 
and  railings. 

I next  entered  the  day-room ; the  scene  presented  there  would  baffle  all 
description : the  rooms  were  filled  with  a dense  smoke,  and  crowded  with  various 
groups  of  women  and  children,  making  the  greatest  disorder  and  confusion  by 
scolding  and  abusing  each  other ; small  turf  fires  were  seen  in  every  direction  on 
the  floor  surrounded  with  groups  of  people  warming  themselves,  some  were  com- 
fortably seated  near  a small  fire  preparing  tea  in  tea-pots,  however  they  procured 
it ; most  of  them  were  dressed  in  their  own  private  clothes,  which  were  of  the 
dirtiest  description.  What  added  the  greatest  disgust  to  this  scene  was,  the 
“ waking  ” of  a child  which  had  died  in  the  day-room  the  day  previous,  and  was 
permitted  to  remain  exposed  to  the  gaze  of  all  the  by-stunders.  Two  children 
were  pointed  out  to  me  as  being  ill,  who  on  examination  proved  to  be  cases  of 
small-pox : six  cases  of  that  disease  have  occurred  in  the  establishment  within  a 
short  period  of  each  other. 

On  examining  the  men’s  day-room  the  scene  in  it  was  nearly  as  bad  as  that  last 
described ; but  my  attention  was  drawn  to  one  bed  in  which  I was  much  surprised 
to  see  the  occupant  (a  cripple)  warming  himself  with  a lighted  fire  he  constructed 
on  his  Led  over  his  feet. 

The  hospital  partook  of  the  general  disorder  and  confusion  ; it  was  overcrowded 
with  patients,  mostly  ill  with  dysentery ; there  was  a great  want  of  care  and 
cleanliness,  and  the  nurse  had  just  been  attacked  with  fever. 

I next  visited  the  lever  hospital  attached  to  the  workhouse,  which  was  also 
overcrowded,  and  exhibited  great  neglect  in  regard  to  cleanliness,  beds  and  bedding 
very  dirty,  and  too  close  to  each  other ; I had  observed  four  persons  lying  in  a bed, 
many  beds  contained  two. 

I had  observed  the  paupers  in  the  store-rooms  and  other  parts  of  the  building 
where  they  had.  no  right  to  be;  and  on  making  inquiry  from  the  master  and 
mat  ion  ^ why  this  was  permitted,  1 was  informed  that  “ each  pauper  did  as  he 
pleased.  All  order  and  system  in  regard  to  the  internal  management  of  the 
establishment  appear  to  be  entirely  neglected. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Guardians— Dissolution  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians: — February  3,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  from  Dr.  Lamprey,  the  gentleman 
named  to  the  Guardians  of  Tullamore  Union  by  their  medical  officer,  Dr.  Moor- 
head, as  hissubstitute  to  take  the  medical  charge  of  the  workhouse  in  the  necessary 
absence  of  Dr.  Moorhead  from  Tullamore,  a report  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
workhouse  on  its  first  inspection  by  Dr.  Lamprey. 

The  Commissioners  have  read  this  report  with  much  concern,  detailing  as  it 
does  a stale  of  neglect  and  disorganization  which  is  deeply  discreditable  to  the 
administration  of  the  laws  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  Tullamore  Union.  A copy 
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of  the  report  is  transmitted  herewith,  and  the  Commissioners  draw  the  especial 
attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  description  given  by  Dr.  Lamprey  of  disorder, 
overcrowding,  want  of  classification,  and  uncleanliuess,  which  he  found  in  almost 
every  department  of  the  workhouse,  &c.,  as  well  as  in  the  fever  hospital  attached 
to  it. 

The  Commissioners  are  aware  that  individual  members  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians have  devoted  much  attention  to  the  business  of  the  Union ; but  they  cannot, 
on  the  representation  now  made  to  them,  consider  that  the  duties  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  as  a collective  body,  have  been  effectually  discharged  according  to  the 
intention  of  the  Acts  in  force  for  the  relief  of  destitution  in  Ireland;  and  they 
hold  the  Board  of  Guardians  especially  responsible  for  the  present  state  of  the 
workhouse,  from  their  appointment,  on  the  17th  ult.,  of  a person  to  be  master  of 
the  workhouse  who  had  previously  been  dismissed  from  the  same  office  in  the 
same  Union  for  incompetency,  in  consequence  of  which  the  house  remains  to  this 
day  without  a competent  and  duly  authorized  person  to  take  charge  of  it. 

The  Commissioners  regret  also  to  observe  that  the  financial  prospects  of  the 
Tull  amove  Union  are  by  no  means  in  such  a state  as  to  inspire  confidence  in  the 
effectual  administration  of  relief  to  the  destitute  poor  during  the  present  season  of 
difficulty,  the  debts  of  the  Guardians  amounting  by  the  last  returns  to  the  large 
sum  of  1539/.  . . 

Considering  this  state  of  facts,  and  looking  to  the  increased  difficulty  which 
must  arise  in  executing  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  under  the  order 
recently  issued  by  the  Commissioners  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Extension  Act,  authorizing  relief  to  the  able-bodied  and  other _ classes  of 
poor,  the  Commissioners  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  is  their  duty  to 
dissolve  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  to  appoint  paid  officers  in  their  stead,  to 
carry  into  execution  the  Acts  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  Tullamore  Union. 

Sealed  orders  carrying  this  decision  into  effect  are  in  preparation,  and  will  be 
issued  by  to-morrow’s  post. 


The  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  :—Febniary  5,  1848. 

I herewith  forward  minutes  of  proceedings  which  took  place  at  a meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union  on  Friday  the  4th  instant.  I also  for- 
ward a copy  of  a report  I made  to  the  Guardians  on  same  day. 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  Board  of  Guardians  ‘.—February  4,  184S. 

The  Clerk’s  Report  on  the  execution  of  orders  previously  made  by  the  Board  was  read  to 
tile  following  effect : — 

Gentlemen,  February  4,  1848. 

My  attention  having  been  latterly  directed  to  the  management  of  the  workhouse  I 
observed  many  abuses  requiring  reform.  In  order  to  call  your  attention  to  some  of  the  most 
glaring  of  these  abuses  which  have  crept  into  the  government  of  ihe  establishment  I annex 
them  in  detail. 

In  consequence  of  the  overcrowding  of  the  house  and  the  almost  total  want  ot  clothing,  the 
persons  admitted  remain  for  a length  of  time  in  their  filthy  disgusting  rags.  Probably  many 
of  them  have  so  exhibited  themselves  in  this  filthy  condition  on  seeking  relief,  under  the 
impression  that  their  doing  so  would  move  the  commiseration  of  the  Board  in  giving  them 
admission ; or  that,  by  bringing  with  them  such  rags  as  described,  the  Guardians  would  not, 
or  could  not,  discharge  them  from  the  house  in  a state  of  nudity.  In  order  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  the  foregoing  evil,  and  to  guard  against  fraud,  I suggest  that  the  Board  would 
refuse  admission  to  all  applicants  appearing  in  such  clothing  as  they  would  refuse  to  dress 
themselves  in  on  their  discharge ; the  remedy  is  to  accustom  applicants  to  appear  with  their 
clothing  cleanly,  no  matter  how  poor. 

On  inquiring  of  the  master,  and  on  examination  of  the  workhouse  books,  I found  the  num- 
bers to  be  1569,  to  which  special  attention  of  the  Guardians  was  called  on  Friday,  the  21st 
January;  in  consequence,  of  which,  at  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Saturday,  direc- 
tions were  given  to  me  that  1 should  assist  in  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  Guardians  in  order 
to  lessen  the  number  supposed  to  be  iu  the  workhouse,  and  the  stopping  ot  relief  in  food  to  per- 
sons not  remaining  in  the  house.  In  order  to  carry  out  these  views  I remained  m the  hall  on 
Monday,  the  24th  January;  and  from  the  prompt  measures  pursued,  by  insisting  on  whole 
families  remaining  in  the  house,  and  by  putting  a complete  stop  to  the  giving  of  food  to  any 
person  but  such  as  would  then  remain  in  the  house,  I consider  the  number  was  reduced  by 
400 ; but  from  the  sudden  admission  of  such  great  numbers,  and  the  despatch  of  discharges, 
Mr.  Farrel  has  not  been  since  able  to  set  the  books  to  rights.  In  order  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
number  remaining  I caused  the  number  in  each  of  the  dormitories  to  be  taken  on  \\  ednesday, 
the  26th  January,  when  all  the  inmates  were  in  bed,  aud  the  number  so  counted  amounted 
to  1180. 


Tullamore  Union 
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As  I anticipated  there  would  be  an  outcry  by  disorderly  individuals  who  had  been  much 
disappointed  in  not  being  permitted  to  go  away  after  their  meals  or  taking  home  food  with 
them,  such  of  that  class  of  persons  as  had  remained  on  Monday  night  showed  symptoms  of 
great  disorder ; in  fact,  many  of  them  wo  ild  not  have  accepted  the  oiler  of  m-door  relief  but 
with  the  expectation  of  the  house  not  being  sufficient  to  contain  the  numbers  that,  presented 
themselves  To  disappoint  this  view  I immediately  caused  all  the  healthy  men  (exclusive  of 
those  on  Tullamore  division)  to  be  removed  to  the  distillery  concerns,  that  no  excuse  would  be 
given  to  those  remaining.  I conducted  them  all  to  their  dormitories  on  Wednesday  night 
—placed  them  opposite  to  beds  two  by  two,  with  much  difficulty,  and  finally  accommodated 
all  this  description  of  persons  alluded  to,'  leaving  the  inoffensive  to  manage  in  the  best  way  they 
could  for  that  nio-ht.  By  so  acting  many  of  the  worst  characters  quitted  the  house  the  next 
dav— some  from'distaste  of  confinement,  and  others  from  hearing  the  rules  of  the  house  read  to 
them,  which  I declared  to  them  should  be  carried  into  effect  to  the  letter. 

In  following  up  this  determination  I prepared  for  it  instantly  by  directing  tile  matron  to 
cause  clothing  for  children  to  be  made  forthwith  for  their  removal  from  the  most  shocking  den 
of  filth  and  nuisance  1 have  ever  witnessed.  That  task  I took  in  hands  on  Monday,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  accomplishing  with  much  difficulty,  not  without  curses  and  execrations,  with  threats 
of  violence  from  the  mothers  of  the  children;  but  being  determined  on  accomplishing  my 
object  I marked  out  a few  of  the  most  ferocious  women.  I questioned  them  if  they  would 
submit  to  the  rules  read  to  them  in  preference  to  quitting  the  house,  and  after  discharging  a 
few  of  the  recusants  I fully  succeeded  in  displacing  the  remainder. 

To  classify  the  children  I had  all  the  infant  male  children  under  seven  years  of  age  removed 
to  the  girls’  school  under  the  care  of  the  schoolmistress,  who  felt  very  much  annoyed  at  my 
arrangements  generally.  In  order  to  coerce  her  to  assist  in  the  reformation  of  the  house,  so  far 
as  regarded  her  portion  of  its  management,  I gave  directions  to  her  on  the  clothing,  cleaning, 
and  caring  them,  and  told  her  not  to  permit  one  of  them  out  of  their  apartments.  I also  told 
her  that  f would  report  to  the  Board  what  I had  done,  and  that  if  she  permitted  the  children 
to  return  to  their  mothers  I would  be  punctual  in  reporting  the  circumstance. 

I have  to  request,  the  inspection  of  the  female  schools,  as  the  arrangement  made  by  me  of 
the  infant  male  children  has  been  objected  to  on  the  score  of  morality  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Keegan. 

I inspected  the  dormitories  and  consulted  the  officers  regarding  sleeping  accommodation,  &c. ; 
it  is  considered  there  is  now  sufficient  room  for  all  persons  remaining  in  the  house,  if  the 
arrangements  made  for  that  purpose  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Board. 

I have  also  to  report  many  other  circumstances  which  lead  to  disorder  in  the  management 
of  the  house,  but  not  wishing  to  trespass  on  your  time  I merely  note  the  heads  which  I will 
explain  if  called  on,  viz : — 

1.  The  frequent  disuse  of  the  pump. 

2.  The  outward  gates  remaining  unfinished. 

3.  The  want  of  infirm  dormitories. 

4.  The  necessity  of  a medical  person  inspecting  the  whole  house  daily. 

5.  The  too  frequent  giving  of  passes. 

6.  The  want  of  select  messengers. 

7.  Full  clothing  for  all  inmates ; none  to  be  permitted  to  be  given  to  persons  discharged, 
unless  the  Guardians,  from  their  view  of  the  persons  on  admission,  note  particularly  the 
probability  of  such  being  requisite,  as  laxity  in  this  respect  has  defrauded  the  Union  of  quan- 
tities of  clothing. 

8.  Appointing  of  persons  by  the  master  to  enforce  cleanliness,  order,  and  discipline,  with  a 
small  premium  for  their  services,  and  punishment  of  the  parties  if  their  orders  are  not 
adhered  to. 

9.  The  supply  of  water  from  the  canal. 

] 0.  The  completion  of  the  distillery  concerns. 

1 1 . The  completion  of  fever  sheds  in  the  magazine. 

In  consequence  of  the  classing  of  the  paupers  being  still  incomplete  the  new  dietary  has  not 
yet  been  established. 

Thomas  Ryan,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — February  7,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  5th  instant,  forwarding  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  late 
Board  of  Guardians  of  Tullamore  Union  on  the  4th  instant,  together  with  a copy 
of  a report  made  by  you  to  them  on  the  same  day. 

'""’The  Guardians  appear  not  to  have  given  any  directions  upon  the  subjects 
adverted  to  in  your  report  in  reference  to  the  state  of  the  workhouse  ; and  I am  to 
request  that  you  will  submit  a copy  of  the  report  to  the  Vice-Guardians  on  their 
arrival  at  Tullamore. 


Mr.  Langrishe,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  11,  1848. 
I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I have  directed  the  several 
relieving  officers  in  this  Union  to  continue  the  distribution  of  relief  during  the 
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ensuing  week  the  same  as  last,  excepting  to  those  persons  who  they  may  think  do  Tullamore  Union, 
not  require  the  same  ; and  as  many  able-bodied  as  there  may  be  room  for  to  get 
provisional  admission  into  the  workhouse  by  their  tickets  until  next  Board-dav, 
this  day-week,  as  it  cannot  be  considered  there  was  a meeting  oi  the  Board  to- 
day, but  one  Vice-Guardian  being  present.  The  treasurer  consented  to  honour 
the  cheques,  bearing  my  signature  only,  which  I have  issued  to  the  several 
relieving  officers  to  meet  the  demands  upon  them  during  the  coming  week. 

Mr.  Flanagan  was  good  enough  to  call  on  me  yesterday,  when  we  inspected  the 
workhouse  and  other  premises  belonging  thereto,  which  I am  happy  to  inform 
you  are  not  in  as  bad.  a state  as  I expected  to  find  them  from  the  tenor  of 
Mr.  Lamprey’s  report.  I shall  trouble  you  with  a few  remarks  upon  what 
struck  me  most,  all  of  which  defects  I trust  will  be  easily  remedied  when  Mr. 

Butcher  arrives. 

The  distillery  which  is  at  present  occupied  by  about  140  men  and  90  boys, 
will  require  immediate  attention,  inasmuch  as  there  is  not  a proper  master  in 
charge  of  its  inmates ; consequently  it  is  difficult  to  enforce  regularity,  and 
oblige  the  men  and  boys  to  return  direct  after  their  meals  at  the  workhouse. 

They  take  advantage  of  this  deficiency,  and  loiter  about  the  town.  It  would  be 
easy  to  erect  a wooden  partition  in  the  distillery  yard,  and  thereby  afford  accom- 
modation for  the  male  and  female  children  ; at  present  the  yard  is  open  to  parties 
who  occupy  part  of  the  premises  not  required  by  the  workhouse.  A convalescent 
fever-ward  is  also  within  the  premises,  and  consequently  open  to  the  able-bodied 
inmates.  This  evil  might  be  rectified  by  erecting  a convalescent  ward  within  the 
walls  of  the  magazine  hospital.  A considerable  supply  of  clothes  will  be  required 
at  once,  as  the  greater  number  of  the  inmates  are  wearing  their  own  dirty  rags ; 
a further  supply  of  beds  and  bed-clothes  will  also  be  required  for  the  fever 
hospital.  The  fever  sheds  are  undergoing  considerable  repairs ; the  inside  is 
being  lined  with  brick,  a brick  floor  laid,  and  a light  covering  of  slates  are  being 
placed  over  the  wooden  roof,  something  similar  to  the  patent  slating,  which  will, 

I consider,  make  the  building  a durable  as  well  as  comfortable  hospital,  and  that 
in  a very  short  space  of  time. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  a new  master  was  elected. 

Should  his  appointment  be  approved  of,  I hope  he  may  be  at  once  sent  down,  as 
his  services  are  much  required.  The  late  master  might  be  placed  in  charge  of 
the  distillery. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — Febniary  16,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  approve  the  course  which  you  have  taken  in  the 
several  particulars  reported ; and  with  regard  to  the  want  of  clothing  for  the 
inmates,  the  Commissioners  request  that  all  necessary  steps  may  be  taken  to 
supply  the  defect ; the  state  of  the  inmates,  in  this  respect,  appears  to  have  been 
quite  contrary  to  the  regulations  of  the  Commissioners,  and  they  lurther  specially 
directed  the  attention  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  subject  in  the  circular 
of  1 1th  October  last. 


The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  19,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  of  laying  the  following  report  before  your  Board  : — 

It  is  a matter  of  considerable  surprise  to  us,  that  the  outstanding  liabilities  of 
this  Union  do  not  amount  to  a much  larger  sum,  when  we  find  no  provision  check 
accounts  or  abstracts  have  been  kept,  the  late  Guardians  having  allowed  the 
master  to  order  what  he  pleased,  without  ever  requiring  him  to  account  for  the 
consumption  of  the  same  ; in  fact,  most  of  the  master’s  books  are  perfectly  useless 
in  their  present  state,  nor  has  it  been  the  habit  to  send  requisitions  from  the 
hospital.  We  were  greatly  struck  with  the  enormous  consumption  of  wine,  which 
amounted  to  over  three  dozen  per  week. 

Upon  our  inquiring  from  the  master  the  actual  number  of  inmates,  he  informed 
us  he  was  not  prepared  to  say,  as  he  missed  several  from  day  to  day,  nor  could  he 
form  any  idea  how  long  those  missed  were  absent.  We  therefore  resolved  not  to 
admit  any  paupers  until  the  state  of  the  house  is  ascertained. 

It  will  be  quite  impossible  to  get  the  house  into  any  kind  of  order  until  a new 
master  is  in  charge  of  it,  when  the  first  step  to  be  taken  will  be  to  classify  its 
inmates,  which  has  heretofore  been  a matter  quite  neglected. 
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We  consider  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  appoint,  say  three  wardmasters,  at 
about  4s.  per  week  anil  rations,  also  three  wardmistresses  at  about  3s.  per  week 
and  rations,  as  the  paupers  cannot  be  depended  upon,  and  are  in  the  habit  of 
allowing  the.  inmates  to  puss  from  one  ward  to  another.  _ _ 

The  are  at  present,  53  women  and  261  children  receiving  out-door  relief, 
whose  husbands  and  fathers  respectively  are  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  such 
having:  been  the  system  agreed  upon  by  the  late  Boat  a. 

We  have  advertised  for  stewards  to  superintend  the  stone-breaking ; also  for 
contracts  for  clothing  the  inmates,  besides  other  matters  which  are  duly  entered 

on  the  minutes.  , , . , , , 

The  pump  being  out  of  order  the  supply  of  water  has  been  very  limited,  the 
only  means  of  procuring  it  being  by  raising  it  with  buckets.  _ . 

The  ground  attached  to  the  workhouse  has  not  been  kept  in  any  kind  of  order, 
but  has  been  lying  entirely  waste.  . , ... 

A supply  of  implements  will  be  required  to  rectify  this  defect,  and  to  oblige 
the  able  bodied  to  give  some  return  for  the  relief  afforded  them  in  the  work- 

house.  , , 

It  is  our  intention  to  remove  the  children  to  the  distillery  premises,  as  soon  as 
the  partition,  &c.,  is  erected,  as  well  as  a boiler  for  cooking. 

We  have  placed  the  under-master  in  charge  of  these  premises,  until  the  able- 
bodied  are  removed.  . 

We  shall  be  obliged  for  an  extension  of  the  sealed  order,  bearing  date  14tli 
December,  1847,  it  having  expired  on  the  14th  instant ; we  have,  notwithstand- 
ing, thought  it  expedient  to  continue  out-door  relief  to  this  class,  as  an  appli- 
cation for  its  extension  could  not  have  been  made  previous  to  this. 

We  have  also  found  it  necessary  to  extend  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied, 
the  sealed  order  having  arrived  a fortnight  ago,  all  of  which  men  will  be  put  to 
work  as  soon  as  the  stewards  can  be  appointed. 

We  purpose  placing  the  magazine  iiospital  for  the  use  of  the  workhouse  patients, 
which  will  enable  us  to  place  the  infirmary  at  the  disposal  of  the  females,  who  are 
at  present  crowded  to  excess ; the  women  have  been  in  the  habit  of  keeping  their 
children  over  two  years  of  age  in  their  wards,  and  preventing  them  going  into  the 
school-room  ; this,  however,  had  our  immediate  attention. 

We  have  requested  Dr.  Lamprey  to  form  a dietary  from  Dr.  Phelan’s  and 
another  which  we  have  procured,  there  having  been  no  regular  dietary  in  this 
workhouse. 

But  a small  amount  of  rates  having  been  collected  during  the  week,  and  only 
three  collectors  having  attended  the  Board-room  during  the  week,  we  have  con- 
sidered it  necessary  to  summons  an  attendance  of  all  the  collectors  on  Monday 
next,  when  it  shall  be  our  business  to  insist  upon  their  using  every  means  within 
their  power,  to  collect  the  outstanding  rates. 

A new  rate  will  be  required  to  be  struck  at  once. 

The  Tullamore  electoral  division  being  considerably  in  debt,  a rate  of  10s.  in 
the  pound  would  be  required  to  raise  a sufficient  sum  to  pay  the  present  debt  to 
the  house,  the  Relief  Commissioners’  loan  (2300£.),  and  to  meet  its  demands  to 
September  next.  We  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  strike,  say  only 
half  the  poundage  required  at  first,  as  it  would  be  quite  impossible  to  collect  so 
large  a poundage  as  10s. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — February  23,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  19tli  instant,  relating  to  Tullamore  Union ; and  with  reference  to 
the  consumption  of  wine  in  the  hospital  the  Commissioners  have  requested  the 
medical  officer.  Dr.  Moorhead,  to  furnish  them  with  his  observations  on  the 
statement  in  your  report. 

With  respect  to  the  appointment  of  wardmasters  and  wardmistresses,  I am  to 
state  that  the  Commissioners  sanction  the  appointment  of  those  officers  on  the 
terms  proposed. 

As  regards  the  administration  of  out-door  relief  to  women  and  children, 
whose  husbands  and  fathers  respectively  are  inmates  of  the  workhouse^  I am 
to  request  you  will  inform  the  Commissioners  of  your  intentions  in  reference 
to  this  practice,  the  propriety  of  which  the  Commissioners  think  somewhat 
questionable. 

With  regard  to  the  implements  required  for  the  employment  of  the  able- 
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bodied  receiving  relief  in  the  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that,  on  your  furnishing 
an  estimate  of  the  number  of  each  kind  required,  the  Commissioners  will  request 
the  Board  of  Works  to  furnish  such  implements. 

In  reference  to  your  request  for  a renewal  of  the  order  for  out-door  relief  of 
14th  December  last,  I am  to  state,  that  under  the  more  extended  order,  issued  on 
the  1st  February,  out-door  relief  may  be  administered  to  the  classes  specified  in 
the  previous  order  of  the  14th  December  last,  as  well  as  to  any  other  class, 
without  a fresh  order,  until  the  1st  April  next,  when  that  of  the  1st  February  will 
expire,  unless  renewed. 

As  regards  the  dietary,  I am  to  request  you  will  furnish  the  Commissioners  with 
a copy  of  that  which  you  propose  to  obtain. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  measures  being  taken  for  enforcing  the  collection 
of  the  rates  vigorously;  and  with  regard  to  the  striking  ofa  new  rate,  I am  to 
state,  that  the  Commissioners  will  issue  an  order  to  modify  the  form  of  rate;  and 
that  the  form  of  collector’s  warrant  and  bonds,  adapted  to  the  present  crisis  of  the 
Union,  can  be  had  of  the  printer,  Mr.  Thom. 

Tiie  Commissioners  concur  in  the  inexpediency  of  laying  on  so  large  a rate  as 
10s.  in  the  pound  in  Tullaghmore  electoral  division. 


Mr.  J.  H.  Walsh  to  the  Commissioners: — March  1,  1848. 

As  I had  not  the  slightest  intention  of  troubling  the  Poor  Daw  Commis- 
sioners with  any  remonstrance  on  the  subject  of  their  dissolution  of  the  Tullamore 
Board  of  Guardians,  I did  not,  until  Saturday  last,  even  seek  to  know  the  specific 
grounds  upon  which  they  professed  to  rest  its  propriety,  because  the  particular 
juncture  selected  for  affixing  such  a stigma  upon  it  rendered  the  measure  so  pecu- 
liarly unjustifiable,  as  to  indicate  the  total  abandonment  by  the  Commissioners 
to  the  furtherance  of  some  unworthy  intrigue,  of  those  attributes  of  deliberative 
impartiality  and  justice  necessary  to  impart  weight  and  importance  to  their 
opinions. 

It  is  therefore  only  in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  members  of  the  Board  who 
will  not  silently  submit  to  an  unmerited  stigma,  that  I now  claim  the  re-consider- 
ation  of  your  charges. 

The  dissolution  of  the  Board  professes  to  he  grounded,  first,  on  the  report  of  the 
medical  locum  tenens ; secondly,  on  tlie  inconveniences  occasioned  by  the  delay  in 
the  appointment  of  a competent  master  by  the  Board’s  election,  on  the  17th  of 
December,  of  a person  who  had  formerly  held  that  situation  in  the  same  Union, 
and  from  which  he  had  been  dismissed  ; thirdly,  on  the  financial  mismanagement 
of  the  Board. 

In  reference  to  the  first  and  the  main  ground  of  their  proceeding,.  I have  to 
observe,  that  the  report  was  apparently  volunteered  by  a provisional  officer ; that 
it  certainly  manifests  an  excess  of  inculpatory  zeal — for  the  medical  reporter 
extends  his  critical  reprehension  beyond  the  limits  of  his  sanitary  province ; and, 
upon  a report  emanating  from  such  a source,  and  characterized  by  such  a spirit, 
unquestioned  and  untested,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  mainly  rest  the  precipi- 
tate infliction  of  an  aggravated  burden  upon  an  overtaxed  people,  and  of  the 
deepest  insult  upon  individuals  in  their  power  to  inflict.  This,  apart  from  the  fact 
that  I am  assured  it  can  he  established — that  the  gravest  charge  conveyed  in  the 
report  admits  of  an  explanation  creditable  to  the  administrative  sagacity  of  the 
Board — that  the  second  in  importance  was  founded  in  error  and  misconception — 
that  others  were  chiefly  referable  to  the  extensive  prevalence  of  disease — and  the 
rest  either  exaggerated,  trivial,  or  unfounded. 

In  the  delinquency  involved  in  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  the  election  of 
a discarded  master,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  and  their  medical  inspector 
largely  participate.  His  nomination  was  referred  by  one  of  his  supporters  to  the 
opinion  expressed  by  your  medical  inspector,  and  justly  expressed  by  him,  that  the 
objections  to  bis  re-election  were  not  insuperable;  and  when  his  election  was 
reported  to  the  Commissioners,  so  far  from  the  immediate  refusal  of  their  sanction 
to  his  appointment,  they  invited  further  communication,  and,  consequently,  further 
delay,  by  stating  that  the  rule  in  such  cases  could  not  be  departed  from  unless  on 
special  cause  shown. 

The  charge  of  financial  mismanagement  is  indeed  a strange  one-  In  September 
the  debts  of  the  Board  were  3157/.  On  the  31st  of  .January  they  had  been 
reduced  to  1056/.  8s.  3c?.,  and  this  effected  with  a weekly  expenditure  gradually 
and  steadily  increasing  from  78 Z.  Is.  2cZ.  to  260?.  10s.  9c?.,  and  the  number  of 
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paupers  receiving  relief  from  679,  in  September,  to  5066,  in  January,  1466 
within  and  3600  without  the  workhouse  ; and  the  weekly  collections  from  87?.  10$. 
to  405Z.  18s.  Are  these  the  evidences  of  the  inability  of  the  Board  to  provide, 
or  the  disinclination  to  extend  protection  to  the  poor?  If  not,  does  their  financial 
mismanagement  rest  on  the  fact  of  their  dismissal  of  four  collectors — on  the 
measures  in  progress  to  bring  the  statutable  penalties  to  bear  upon  others,  and  on 
their  conspicuous  exhibition  in  their  Board-room  of  the  names  of  the  principal 
defaulters  ? 

But  even  were  all  the  Commissioners’  charges  fully  sustained,  and  had  the 
Board  previously  exhibited  great  administrative  neglect,  the  time  selected  for 
their  abrupt  dismissal  rendered  the  measure  perfectly  inexcusable.  Their  warrant 
of  dismissal  reached  the  Board  when  assembled  at  an  adjourned  meeting  on  the 
5th  of  February — their  seventh  meeting  within  16  days,  most  of  them  prolonged 
to  7 o’clock  at  night,  one  of  them  embracing  12  successive  hours.  Much  of  the 
confusion  occasioned  by  the  pressure  on  the  house  in  mid-winter  had  already 
yielded  to  those  persevering  exertions ; and  the  foundations  had  been  laid  for  the 
restoration  of  order,  the  correction  of  abuses,  and  the  protection  of  the  poor,  by 
providing  extended  accommodation,  by  subjecting  speculative  applications  to  an 
efficient  test,  without  imposing  upon  the  families  of  distressed  labourers  the 
miseries  of  houseless  destitution.  While  thus  engaged  in  the  anxious  and  unre- 
mitting discharge  of  their  most  painful  and  laborious  duties,  strenuously  exerting 
themselves  to  apply  the  most  effectual  corrective  to  every  existing  abuse  and 
irregularity,  comes  the  insulting  warrant  of  the  Commissioners  for  their  con- 
tumacious discharge.  I claim  at  your  hands  the  retraction  of  unfounded  charges, 
as  the  only  atonement  now  in  your  power  for  the  wide-spread  defamation  to  which 
your  act  has  subjected  the  Tullamore  Guardians.  The  second  and  third  charges 
are  perfectly  unsustainable,  and  the  first  remains  to  be  subjected  to  the  test  of  a 
proper  investigation. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  11,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  inst.,  expressing 
your  disapproval  of  the  course  taken  by  them  in  dissolving  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  Tullamore  Union,  of  which  you  were  the  chairman. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  expect,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  devolving  on 
them  under  the  18th  section  of  the  Temporary  Poor’Relief  Extension  Act,  always 
to  meet  with  approval  and  satisfaction  from  the  parties  whose  administrative 
default  has  been  the  occasion  of  the  Commissioners  being  constrained  to  exercise 
their  powers  under  that  section,  nor  do  they  consider  themselves  bound  to  enter 
into  explanation  with  individuals  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  have  exercised 
those  powers. 

In  deference,  however,  to  your  late  position  as  chairman  of  the  dissolved 
Board,  the  Commissioners  direct  me  to  reply,  that  if  any  justification  were 
wanting  of  the  step  they  took,  it  would  be  found  in  a report  received  by  them 
from  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Union  shortly  after  assuming  the  discharge  of 
their  duties.  b & 

In  this  report  the  Vice-Guardians  state : — 

"It  is  a matter  of  considerable  surprise  to  us  that  the  outstanding  liabilities  of 
the  Union  do  not  amount  to  a much  larger  sum,  when  we  find  no  provision  check 
accounts  or  abstracts  have  been  kept,  the  late  Guardians  having  allowed  the  master 
to  order  what  he  pleased,  without  ever  requiring  him  to  account  for  the  consump- 
tion of  the  same.  r 

Upon  our  inquiring  from  the  master  the  actual  number  of  inmates,  he  was 
not  piepaied  to  say,  as  he  missed  several  Irom  day  to  day,  nor  could  he  form  any 
idea  how  long  those  be  missed  were  absent.” 

The  Commissioners  observe  also  that  on  the  minutes  of  the  Guardians  of  the 
4th  February  the  day  on  which  the  order  of  dissolution  was  received  by  the 
Guardians  a long  report  appears  from  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  stating  that  various 
abuses  had  crept  into  the  management  of  the  workhouse,  and  detailing  the  steps 
which  he  himself  had  taken  at  the  desire  of  the  Guardians  for  the  purpose  of 
endeavouring  to  restore  order  in  the  workhouse.  The  clerk  in  this  report  states 
JUy  attention  having  been  latterly  directed  to,  the  management  of  the  work- 
house,  1 observed  many  abuses  requiring  reform.  In  order  to  call  your  attention 
to  some  of  the  most  glaring  of  these  abuses  which  have  crept  into  the  government 
of  the  establishment,  I annex  them  in  detail. 
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“ In  consequence  of  the  over-crowding  of  the  house  and  the  almost  total  want  Tullamore  Union, 
of  clothing,  the  persons  admitted  remain  for  a length  of  time  in  their  filthy  dis- 
gusting  rags.” 

The  cleric  then  proceeds  to  detail  the  measures  which  he  took  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  Guardians  in  order  to  lessen  the  number  of 
inmates  “ supposed  to  be  in  the  workhouse,”  (1569  according  to  the  master’s 
books),  “ and  the  stopping  of  relief  in  food  to  persons  not  remaining  in  the 
house.” 

By  the  prompt  measures  which  he  took  in  f<  insisting  on  whole  families  remain- 
ing in  the  house,  and  by  putting  a complete  stop  to  the  giving  of  food  to  any  person 
not  remaining  in  the  house,”  the  clerk  considers  that  he  reduced  the  number  by 
400;  and  on  taking  an  account  of  the  number  in  each  dormitory  at  bed-time  he 
ascertained  there  were  actually  only  11  SO  in  the  house. 

He  continues : — 

“ As  I anticipated  there  would  be  a great  outcry  by  disorderly  individuals  who 
had  been  much  disappointed  in  not  being  permitted  to  go  away  alter  their  meals 
or  taking  home  food  with  them,  such  of  that  class  of  persons  as  had  remained  on 
Monday  showed  symptoms  of  great  disorder.” 

Further  he  states : — 

“ I conducted  all  to  their  dormitories  on  Wednesday  night,  placed  them  oppo- 
site to  beds  two  by  two  with  much  difficulty,  and  finally  accommodated  all  this 
description  of  persons  alluded  to,  leaving  the  inoffensive  to  manage  the  best  way 
they  could  for  that  night.  By  so  acting  many  of  the  worst  characters  quitted  the 
house  next  day ; some  from  distaste  of  confinement,  and  others  from  having  the 
rules  of  the  house  read  to  them,  which  I declared  to  them  should  be  carried  into 
effect  to  the  letter. 

“ In  following  up  this  determination  I prepared  for  it  instantly,  by  directing  the 
matron  to  cause  clothing  for  the  children  to  be  made  forthwith  for  their  removal 
from  the  most  shocking  den  of  filth  and  nuisance  I have  ever  witnessed.  That 
task  I took  in  hand  on  Monday,  and  proceeded  in  accomplishing  with  much  diffi- 
culty, not  without  curses  and  execrations,  and  threats  of  violence  from  the  mothers 
of  the  children  ; but  being  determined  on  accomplishing  my  object,  I marked  out 
a few  of  the  most  ferocious  women ; I questioned  them  if  they  would  submit  to 
the  rules  read  to  them  in  preference  to  quitting  the  house,  and  after  discharging  a 
few  of  the  recusants,  1 succeeded  in  displacing  the  remainder.” 

The  scenes  thus  reported  by  the  clerk  on  the  4th  February  appear  by  his  report 
to  have  occurred  from  the  Monday  to  the  Wednesday  inclusive  ot  the  previous 
week,  at  the  close  of  which  Dr.  Lamprey’s  visit  to  the  workhouse  took  place, 
when  he  found  it  in  the  condition  described  in  his  letter  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  31st  January. 

With  such  a description  recorded  on  the  minutes  of  the  Guardians  in  a report 
from  their  own  officer,  the  Commissioners  regard  with  surprise  your  endeavour  as 
chairman  of  the  Guardians  to  represent  Dr.  Lamprey’s  report  as  overcharged,  and 
as  characterized  by  a wrong  spirit.  You  state  that <c  the  gravest  charge  conveyed 
in  that  report  admits  of  an  explanation  creditable  to  the  administrative  sagacity  of 
the  Board ; the  second  in  importance  was  error  and  misconception ; that  others 
were  chiefly  referable  to  the  extensive  prevalence  of  disease,  and  the  rest  either 
exaggerated,  trivial,  or  unfounded.” 

That  the  disorders  described  by  the  clerk  had  been  remedied  by  the  exertions 
of  that  officer  to  some  extent  before  Dr.  Lamprey’s  visit,  the  Commissioners  see 
iio  reason  to  doubt,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  is  not  within  the  range  of  probability 
that  the  utter  confusion  prevailing  in  that  establishment  on  the  21st  January 
could,  without  the  presence  of  a responsible  and  competent  master,  have  been 
brought  in  a few  days  into  such  a state  of  order  and  regularity  as  would  justify 
your  comments  on  Dr.  Lamprey’s  report ; and  as  you  do  not  particularize  the 
statements  in  that  report  to  which  your  several  observations  apply,  the  Commis- 
sioners have  no  means  of  considering  what  weight  is  due  to  them.  They  feel, 
however,  well  satisfied  that  abuses  like  those  which  undoubtedly  prevailed  in 
Tullamore  workhouse  could  not  have  arisen  otherwise  than  through  default  ol  the 
Board  of  Guardians ; aud  although  they  have  not  called  in  question  either  the 
activity  or  administrative  sagacity  of  individual  Guardians,  they  could  not,  on  the 
information  before  them,  accord  that  praise  to  the  Board  collectively,  or  doubt  lor 
a moment  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  exercising  their  power  under  the  18th 
section  of  the  Extension  Act. 
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You  say  the  Commissioners  participate  in  having  caused  the  inconveniences 
resulting  from  the  election  by  the  Guardians  of  a master  previously  dismissed  from 
the  same  office  in  the  same  Union.  The  appointment  of  that  person  was,  as  the 
Guardians  must  have  been  aware  when  they  made  it,  invalid,  without  the  previous 
consent  of  the  Commissioners  under  the  33rd  section  of  1 and  2 Viet.,  cap.  56. 
The  Commissioners  on  being  informed  of  this  untoward  proceeding  at  once  pointed 
out  to  the  Guardians  their  error;  the  Guardians  persisted  in  asking  the  consent  of 
the  Commissioners,  which  they  at  once  peremptorily  declined  to  give.  You  say 
that  the  intermediate  letter  of  the  Commissioners  invited  further  communication, 
and  consequently  caused  further  delay. 

The  letter  of  the  Commissioners  (dated  30th  December)  was  in  the  following 
terms,  addressed  to  yourself  as  chairman  : — 

" Mr.  Prescott  having  been  dismissed  from  that  office  by  an  order  of  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners,  under  seal,  could  not  legally  under  section  33  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Act  (1  and  2 Viet.,  cap.  56)  he  again  appointed  to  any  Union  office 
without  the  consent  of  the  Commissioners,  which  has  not  yet  been  given  and  must 
he  withheld  unless  some  very  special  grounds  to  justify  them  in  giving  their  assent 
be  shown.  The  expectation  that  he  would  correct  his  defects,  as  expressed  in 
your  communication,  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  his  being  placed  in  so  important 
au  office,  and  especially  where  improvement  is  so  much  required  in  the  Union 
officers,  as  in  Tuilamore  Union.  The  Commissioners  must  therefore  request  the 
Guardians  to  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  some  other  person  as  master  of  the 
workhouse.” 

It  was  not  possible  for  the  Commissioners  to  go  further  in  repudiating  this 
appointment,  unless  they  could  anticipate  that  the  Guardians  had  no  special  reasons 
to  offer  for  so  remarkable  a proceeding.  It  resulted,  in  fact,  that  the  Guardians 
had  no  sufficient  reasons,  but  to  have  absolutely  precluded  all  further  communica- 
tion on  the  subject  would  have  been  an  act  of  official  discourtesy  of  which  the 
Commissioners  feel  assured  that  you,  as  their  chairman,  would  not  have  failed  to 
complain. 

You  think  that  the  Commissioners  have  done  injustice  to  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians  by  imputing  to  them  financial  mismanagement. 

The  Commissioners  have  therefore  reviewed  their  expressions  on  this  head, 
and  the  circumstances  existing  at  the  time  when  they  dissolved  the  Board,  and 
they  are  of  opinion  that  their  observations  were  by  no  means  unjust  to  the 
Guardians. 

You  state  that  the  debts  of  the  Board  were  3157/.  in  September  last,  and  were 
reduced  to  1056/.  on  the  31st  January. 

These  several  amounts,  however,  are  irrespective  of  7^23/.  due  to  the  Relief 
Commissioners  for  advances  made  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act. 

With  these  liabilities  before  them,  and  with  the  prospect  of  being  called  on  to 
administer  out-door  relief  in  a season  of  severe  distress,  the  Guardians  in  August, 
September,  and  October  last,  placed  warrants  in  the  hands  of  their  collectors  to 
levy  rates  to  the  amount  of  9991/.,  which  they  had  made  in  the  month  of  June. 
Of  tliis  rate  3528/.  remained  uncollected  on  the  31st  January  last,  and  though  the 
large  debts  to  contractors  (the  occasion  usually  ot  disadvantageous  contracts  most 
injurious  to  the  ratepayers)  were  reduced  to  1056/.  by  means  of  the  first  proceeds 
of  the  rates  on  the  31st  January,  the  financial  position  of  the  Union  at  that  date 
must  be  regarded  as  most  disastrous,  with  an  expenditure  (as  you  state)  of  260/. 
weekly,  to  be  provided  for  for  some  months  to  come,  besides  the  large  debt  un- 
liquidated,. the  best  season  for  collecting  rates  having  been  allowed  to  pass  by  ; and 
this  quite  irrespective  of  the  sums  due  to  Government,  for  which  no  provision  at 
all  had  been  made. 

It  is  clear  therefore  that  on  the  31st  January  last  the.  financial  state  of  the 
Union  required  an  exertion  to  he  made  which  the  past  proceedings  of  the  Guar- 
dians did  not  justify  the  Commissioners  in  anticipating  from  them. 

The  Commissioners  have  now  reviewed  at  your  desire  the  several  grounds  on 
which  they  based  the  order  dissolving  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Tuilamore  Union, 
and  the  appointment  of  paid  officers.  They  are  unable,  however,  to  comply  with 
your  demand  of  a retraction  of  any  charges  they  have  put  forward  against  the  late 
Board.  Notwithstanding  the  apprehension  you  express  regarding  the  increased 
burthens  falling  on  the  ratepayers  by  the  appointment  of  paid  officers,  the  Com- 
missioners do  not  doubt  that  a step  calculated  to  restore  confidence  to  contractors, 
order  to  the  workhouse,  and  due  accountability  in  regard  to  the  expenses  of  that 
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establishment,  will  prove  to  be  a measure  of  the  utmost  prudence  and  economy, 
and  conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  ratepayers  ; and  their  sincere  hope  is, 
that  the  Vice-Guardians,  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  office  prescribed  by 
the  statute,  will  render  back  their  trust  into  the  hands  of  an  elective  Board,  in  a 
manner  creditable  to  themselves  and  to  the  Commissioners ; and  that  at  such  a 
juncture  the  workhouse  will  be  found  in  an  orderly  state,  under  the  government 
of  responsible  officers  competent  to  keep  it  in  that  state,  and  the  funds  of  the  Union 
free  from  the  pressure  of  incumbrance  and  embarrassment,  and  applicable  wholly 
and  exclusively  to  the  prospective  relief  of  the  destitute  poor. 


Mr.  J.  H.  Walsh  to  the  Commissioners: — March  18,  1848. 

Your  letter  of  the  11th  claims  from  me  some  observations  which  I should 
have  immediately  forwarded  had  not  my  attention  been  since  engaged  by  matters 
of  paramount  interest.. 

Having  charged  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  with  participating  in  causing 
the  inconveniences  resulting  from  the  appointment  of  a dismissed  master,  I beg 
to  state  that  the  concluding  paragraphs  of  their  letter  of  the  30th  of  December 
completely  exonerate  them  from  that  imputation.  Not  having  received  or  read 
that  letter,  the  recorded  grounds  of  the  prolonged  negociations  respecting  the 
appointments  which  made  no  reference  to  these  paragraphs  were  alone  before 
me  when  I made  that  charge;  I have  therefore  to  regret  having  been  thus  led  to 
advance  it. 

I should  have  been  justified  in  much  harsher  comments  on  the  report  of  the 
medical  locum  tenens , by  the  explanations  aud  averments  which  were  made  to  me 
respecting  it ; and  ifldidnot  particularize  the  statements  to  which  my  observa- 
tions applied,  it  was  for  the  obvious  reason  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
had  not  any  authenticated  facts  before  them  to  enable  them  to  estimate  the  weight 
due  to  my  observations,  which  could  only  be  ascertained  by  applying  to  them  the 
test  of  the  investigation  which  I invited. 

I think  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  would  have  exercised  a sounder  discretion 
in  resisting  the  temptation  of  propping  up  their  sentence  of  condemnation  by  a 
refei-ence  to  statements,  however  graphic  aud  piquant,  with  which  at  the  time  of 
the  exercise  of  their  judicial  functions  they  were  totally  unacquainted.  If  con- 
stitutional writers  hold  in  abhorrence  the  doctrine  of  constructive  treason,  how 
would  they  shudder  at  the  practice  of  speculative  sentences  of  condemnation. 
Nor  does  the  posthumous  discovery  justify  their  sentence  of  dissolution.  The  clerk 
did  but  carry  out  the  emphatic  injunctions  of  the  Board  for  the  restoration  of 
order;  and  to  the  master’s  admitted  incompetency  and  recognized  integrity  the 
circumstances  to  which  the  Vice-Guardians  advert  are  referable ; he  was  as  in- 
capable of  perforating  his  various  duties  as  he  was  of  doing  an  act  of  dishonesty. 

What,  however,  but  the  admitted  existence  of  confusion  and  the  fixed  deter- 
mination ol  terminating  it,  could  have  induced  the  extraordinary  exertions  of  the 
Board  ; following  up  seven  hours’  labour  on  the  2 1st  by  twelve  hours  of  harassing 
exertions  on  the  22nd ; meeting  again  on  the  25th  ; engaged  upwards  of  seven 
hours  on  the  28th,  and  thus  coutinuiug  prolonged  sittiugs  at  short  intervals  until 
the  5th  of  Februaiy,  when  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners’  courteous  appreciation 
of  their  extraordinary  exertions  reached  them  in  the  shape  of  a contumelious 
discharge. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  22, 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
further  communication  of  the  18th  instant,  relating  to  the  dissolution  of  the  late 
Board  ol  Guardians  of  Tullamore  Union,  and  am  to  state  in  reply  that  the  Com- 
missioners referred  to  the  clei-k’s  report  upon  the  minutes  of  the  4th  February,  iu 
reference  only  to  the  reflections  cast  by  you  on  the  accuracy  of  Dr.  Lamprey’s 
description  of  the  state  of  the  workhouse  at  the  time  of  his  visit. 

The  Commissioners  again  acknowledge  the  exertions  made  by  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  restore  order  in  the  workhouse,  and  to  establish 
a proper  administration  of  relief ; their  confidence,  however,  in  the  ability  of  the 
Board  to  contend  with  the  present  difficulties  of  their  position,  was  not  such  as  to 
justify  the  Commissioners  in  not  exercising  their  power  under  the  18th  section  of 
the  Temporary  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act. 


Tullamore  Union. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  -.—February  26,  1848. 

You  will  see  by  the  minutes  of  this  week  that  we  have  taken  the  necesary 
steps  for  immediately  procuring  a master  for  this  workhouse. 

We  have  deferred  appointing  the  wardmasters  and  mistresses  until  the  new 
master  is  in  charge. 

In  consequence  of  Dr.  Lamprey’s  being  unsuccessful  in  an  operation  performed 
bv  him  upon  o child  on  Thursday  last,  and  a general  feeling  of  ill-will  towards 
him  on  account  of  his  having  struck  off  a large  number  from  bread  diet,  the 
whole  house  was  in  an  uproar  on  Friday ; the  women  succeeded  in  breaking  open 
the  gates,  and  would  have  torn  him  to  pieces  had  he  not  escaped  into  the 
fever  hospital.  Dr.  Lamprey  has  in  consequence  resigned,  and  Dr.  Moorhead 
has  resumed  his  duties.  An  inquest  was  held  on  the  body  to-day,  which  interrupted 
our  business,  and  prevented  our  examining  all  the  candidates  for  superintending 
the  stone-breaking. 

As  there  are  immense  quantities  of  broken  stones  throughout  the  Union,  we 
think  it  would  be  advisable  to  provide  for  the  able-bodied  heads  of  families  in  the 
workhouse,  and  allow  their  wives  and  children  to  receive  out-door  relief.  We 
shall  lie  obliged  for  your  opinion  on  this  subject. 

We  propose  authorizing  relieving  officers  (should  such  lie  sanctioned  by  your 
Board)  to  issue  ordei'S  signed  by  them  for  the  amount  of  rations  allowed  to  those 
able-bodied  receiving  out-door  relief.  The  retailers  will  give  the  value  of  the 
orders,  upon  the  security  of  the  relieving  officers,  in  meal,  to  those  paupers  whose 
names  are  on  the  orders,  upon  their  presenting  the  same ; if  the  pauper  is  not 
satisfied  with  the  quality  of  meal  offered  by  one  retailer,  he  can  go  to  the  next, 
so  there  will  be  a competition  among  them.  This  system,  it  adopted,  will 
prevent  the  loss  on  weighing  small  quantities,  as  well  as  the  necessary  expense  of 
storage,  &c. 

Should  such  meet  your  approbation,  we  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  calling 
a meeting  of  the  rate-payers  in  each  electoral  division,  on  some  one  day  in  each 
fortnight,  to  examine  the  relieving  officers’  list,  and  forward  to  us  (if  any)  a list  of 
those  persons  receiving  relief  who  they  consider  are  not  entitled  to  the  same. 

The  collectors  have  by  uo  means  satisfied  us  with  their  collections  during  the 
past  week;  but  we  trust  that  a much  more  considerable  sum  will  be  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer  before  next  Board-day. 

The  late  Board  of  Guardians  authorized  the  collector  for  the  Cappincur  elec- 
toral division  to  collect  only  half  the  poundage,  which  will  account  for  the  large 
amount  uncollected  in  that  division.  We  have,  however,  directed  the  collector  to 
call  in  the  outstanding  half  at  once,  as  such  a system  cannot  he  recognized. 

We  understand  that  the  Relief  Committee  intend  again  taking  upon  them  the 
management  of  the  Magazine  Fever  Hospital,  under  the  Temporary  Fever  Act, 
which  they  gave  up  to  the  care  of  the  late  Guardians,  when  no  funds  could  be 
procured  to  support  it  from  that  Board. 

At  a meeting  of  the  late  Guardians,  held  the  4th  instant  (the  day  of  their  disso- 
lution), it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Quirk,  apothecary  to  the  workhouse,  should  be 
paid  at  the  rate  of  5s.  a-day,  amounting  to  7/.,  as  a fair  remuneration  for  his 
services  during  the  time  intervening  between  Dr.  Moorhead’s  accident  and  Dr. 
Lamprey’s  appointment. 

The  copy  of  the  matron’s  report  transmitted  to  us  has  had  our  attention. 

For  particulars  as  (o  the  new  dietary  we  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  minutes  of  this 
week. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  % 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  26th  ultimo,  relating  to  Tullamore  Union  ; and  in  reference  to  the 
inquest  held  on  the  body  of  a child  who  died  in  the  workhouse,  I am  to  request 
that  you  will  inform  the  Commissioners  of  the  proceedings  at  the  inquest,  and 
will  furnish  them  with  a copy  of  the  verdict. 

As  regards  the  providing  for  able-bodied  heads  of  families  in  the  workhouse, 
while  their  families  receive  out-door  relief,  I am  to  state  that  it  is  a course  winch 
with  your  present  powers  you  can  legally  take,  and  the  question  is  one  of  expe- 
diency. 

The  Commissioners  have  no  objection  to  leaving  the  matter  in  your  hands  to 
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try  the  experiment,  if  you  feel  satisfied  that  in  present  circumstances  it  would  be 
attended  with  good  results  : great  care,  however,  must  be  taken  to  give  due  relief 
to  the  families  not  admitted  into  the  workhouse,  while  the  able-bodied  men  are 
relieved  in  that  establishment,  inasmuch  as  if  they  should  be  exposed  to  unnecessary 
privations,  the  Vice- Guardians  will  incur  much  blame. 

As  regards  the  issue  of  orders  by  the  relieving  officers  to  retail  traders,  for 
rations  to  persons  receiving  out-door  relief,  the  Commissioners  fear  that  the  course 
proposed  is  liable  to  great  abuses,  and  would  cause  great  dissatisfaction.  The 
Commissioners  would  prefer  that  the  expense  should  be  incurred  of  storage  and 
of  persons  to  assist  the  relieving  officers  in  dispensing  the  meal ; one  such  assistant 
might  serve  for  more  relieving  officers  than  one. 

With  respect  to  the  proposed  meetiugs  of  rate-payers,  it  should  be  distinctly 
understood  that  the  course  proposed,  if  entered  upon,  must  not  interfere  with  the 
duties  of  the  relieving  officers,  or  the  functions  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  determine  in  each  case  wdiether  and  what  relief  shall  be  given;  and  the 
rate-payers  should  only  furnish  the  Vice-Guardians  with  information  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

The  Commissioners  sanction  the  rate  of  remuneration  proposed  to  be  paid  to 
Mr.  Quirk,  the  temporary  apothecary  of  the  workhouse. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  4,  1848. 

An  unpleasant  business  has  again  occurred  to-day  at  the  workhouse ; the 
able-bodied  (with  but  very  few  exceptions)  refused  to  work,  making  as  an  excuse 
that  they  had  not  received  clothes ; upon  being  a second  time  called  upon,  when  they 
were  told  if  they  persisted  their  milk  should  be  stopped  at  dinner  to-day,  as  well 
as  breakfast  to-morrow,  they  still  held  out,  and  would  not  work.  We  therefore 
ordered  the  punishment  to  be  put  in  force.  When  called  to  dinner  they  insisted 
upon  getting  their  milk,  rushed  out  of  the  hall  to  make  an  attack  upon  us.  We 
were  obliged  to  make  our  escape,  and  called  upon  Major  Snow,  the  resident 
magistrate,  who  advised  us  to  give  the  milk  to-day ; but  should  they  persist  on 
Monday  in  refusing  to  work,  he  would  give  us  the  assistance  of  the  police  and 
military  if  necessary. 

The  revising  valuator  has  not  yet  made  a return  of  his  revision  of  any  of  the 
divisions,  although  called  upon  at  different  times  to  do  so. 

There  remains  at  present  2,442/.  of  rates  uncollected,  of  which  only  1600/.,  as 
far  as  we  can  learn,  will  be  available,  and  that  with  much  difficulty,  the  greater 
part  of  it  being  in  small  sums.  The  balance  in  bank,  after  paying  189/.  this  day, 
is  only  147/.  We  were  unable  to  pay  more  than  50/.  to-day,  besides  139/.  for 
out-door  relief  for  the  coming  week. 

Wre  greatly  fear,  that  in  consequence  of  our  not  having  received  the  returns  from 
the  revising  valuator,  before  the  new  rate  can  be  in  course  of  collection  we  shall 
he  out  of  funds,  the  present  liabilities  of  the  Union  amounting  to  1620/.,  and  this 
not  including  officers’  salaries. 

The  Board  of  Works’  storekeeper  could  not  supply  us  with  any  spades  or 
shovels ; the  other  articles  required  are  in  our  possession. 

With  respect  to  the  inquest  on  the  child,  we  are  unable  to  furnish  you  with  a 
copy  of  the  verdict,  as  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  it ; however,  we  can, 
from  our  own  recollection,  give  you  the  necessary  particulars.  All  the  witnesses 
proved  that  every  attention  was  paid  to  the  child  by  Dr.  Lamprey,  which  was 
confirmed  by  Dr.  Moorhead’s  post  mortem  examination.  Verdict,  “ Died  from 
natural  causes.” 

In  October,  1846,  a letter  was  received  from  your  Board,  allowing  the  school- 
master’s wife  to  live  in  the  house,  where  she  has  been  ever  since,  without  giving 
any  assistance  in  any  of  the  departments. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing; — March  10,  1848. 

With  regard  to  the  refusal  of  the  able-bodied  paupers  to  work  when  called 
upon,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  point  out  that  refusal  to  work  is 
a gross  act  of  misbehaviour  in  an  inmate  of  a -workhouse,  and  punishable  as  such, 
under  the  58th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  and  the  Commissioners 
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recommend  immediate  proceedings  against  several  of  the  most  refractory  of  the 
inmates  in  question.  _ T , 

As  regards  the  schoolmaster’s  wife  living  in  the  workhouse,  I am  to  state  that 
you  can,  if  you  see  fit,  supersede  the  arrangement  made  in  accordance  with  the 
wish  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  on  a former  occasion. 

In  reference  to  your  statement  respecting  the  revising  valuator,  the  Commis- 
sioners have  called  upon  him  for  an  explanation. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — March  14,  1848. 

Adverting  to  recent  communications  relative  to  the  consumption  of  wine 
in  the  hospitals  of  the  Tullamore  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to 
transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a copy  of  a letter  which  they  have  received 
on  the  subject  from  Dr.  Moorhead,  the  medical  officer  of  the  workhouse  of  Tulla- 
more Union,  together  with  a copy  of  observations  of  their  Inspectoi,  Dr.  Phelan, 
thereon,  and  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  concur  in  Dr.  Phelan’s  views 
on  this  subject. 

Enclosure. 

Dr.  Moorhead  to  the  Commissioners: — February  25,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  the  23rd  instant,  which  has 
been  forwarded  to  me  here.  I contracted  a cough  while  in  Steevens’  hospital,  and  by  the 
advice  of  medical  friends  moved  to  the  country  for  change  of  air. 

In  reference  to  the  statement  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Vice-Gurdians,  to  the  effect  that 
the  consumption  of  wine  in  the  Union  hospital  amounted,  before  the  dissolution  of  the  late 
Board,  to  more  than  three  dozen  in  the  week,  I apprehend  an  oversight  has  occurred.  The 
weekly  consumption  of  wine  has  not  been  restricted  to  the  Union  hospital,  by  which  I mean 
Union  fever  hospital ; but  has  taken  place  in  it,  the  workhouse  infirmary,  and  temporary  fever 
hospital  established  here  under  the  Central  Board  of  Health.  Thus  three  institutions,  and  not 
one,  have  contributed  to  the  item  referred  to. 

During  the  weeks  immediately  preceding  the  dissolution  of  the  late  Board  I had  been  una- 
voidably0 absent;  I cannot,  therefore,  speak  from  personal  knowledge  of  what  may  have 
occurred,  but  I have  consulted  the  master’s  Provision  Check  Account  book,  and  according  to  it 
the  consumption  of  wine  does  not  appear  to  have  “ exceeded  three  dozen  weekly.” 

There  appears  to  have  been  37  bottles  used  in.  the  week  ending  February  the  12th,  which  is 
rather  above  the  consumption  of  any  week  in  January. 

The  temporary  hospital  has  required  generally  about  one-half  the  whole  quantity  used.  I 
have  formed  a small  table,  which  I take  leave  to  enclose,  showing  this,  and  the  number  of 
patients  in  that  institution,  weekly,  from  December  4th,  to  Saturday  last,  February  19th,  both 
weeks  inclusive.  A reference  to  it  will  also  show  that  the  total  quantity  consumed  has  been 
absolutely  greater  in  the  three  weeks  of  February  than  in  the  preceding  ones,  while  that  used 
in  the  temporary  hospital,  as  compared  with  the  number  of  patients,  affords  a higher  average 
still. 


Enclosure  referred  to. 

Table  showing  the  Total  Quantity  of  Wine  consumed  Weekly,  the  Portion  required  by 
Temporary  Hospital,  and  the  Number  of  Patients  under  Treatment  in  that  Institution,  in 
each  Week,  from  Saturday,  December  4,  1847,  to  Saturday,  February  19,  1848,  both  weeks 
inclusive. 


Week  ending 

Total  Consumption 
of  Wine— Bottles. 

Of  which  used  in 
Temporary  Hospital. 

Number  of  Patients 
treated  weekly. 

December  4 

15 

7 

Ill 

,,  11  . 

17 

10 

122 

,,  18  . 

41 

15 

115 

, , 23  . 

4 

14 

121 

January  1 

14 

6 

108 

,,  8 . 

16 

4 

103 

,,  ’ 15  . 

25 

9 & 20  oz. 

102 

,,  22  . 

35 

18  & 4 oz. 

89 

,,  29  . 

36 

18 

97 

February  5 

35 

16 

78 

,,  12  . 

37 

18 

66 

,,  19  . 

30 

12 

61 

M.  J.  Moorhead. 

TV.  Stanley,  Esq.,  Secretary, 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office , Dublin. 
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Observations  of  Dr.  Phelan,  Inspector. 


Tullamore  Union. 


I have  examined  these  papers,  and  although  I feel  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  a satis- 
factory opinion  on  the  point  without  devoting  some  time  to  an  examination  of  the  cases  under 
treatment,  I would  observe  that  the  consumption  of  wine  does  appear  considerable,  and  is 
particularly  so  when  compared  with  that  in  many  other  workhouse  infirmaries  and  fever 
hospitals,  in  which  the  mortality  is  not  higher,  in  some  not  so  high,  as  at  Tullamore.  Taking 
the  five  weeks  ended  the  19th  of  February,  82  bottles,  or  2050  oz.  of  wine,  were  consumed  in 
the  temporary  fever  hospital;  the  number  of  patients  under  treatment  being  391,  but  of  course 
all  not.  under  treatment  daily  during  three  weeks;  as  those  that,  are  admitted  and  discharged, 
and  that  die  in  each  week,  are  included.  Assuming  that  one-tenth  of  that  number,  or  40, 
required  wine  daily,  51  oz.  would  be  given  to  each  per  week,  more  than  7 oz.  per  day  ; a high 
average. 

In  'many  fever  hospitals,  particularly  of  late  since  the  epidemic  has  declined,  wine  is  not 
ordered  for  one-tenth  of  the  fever  patients ; in  several  there  is  scarcely  any  wine  given,  but 
whiskey  as  punch,  or  mixed  with  milk,  as  in  the  Belfast  Hospital,  or  with  the  addition  of  good 
porter," as  suggested  by  the  Central  Board  of  Health;  and  I find  that,  under  this  treatment  the 
mortality  is  as  low  as  where  wine  is  more  freely  used.  The  medical  officer  should  not  be 
restricted  as  to  the  giving  of  wine,  but  I am  of  opinion  that  in  many  cases  whiskey  and  porter 
answer  as  well ; and  perhaps  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  intimate  to  the  medical  officer  that  in 
such  cases,  as  the  cheaper  article  may  be  deemed  sufficient,  the  dearer  article  should  not 


be  used. 


D.  Phelan. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  11,  1848. 

There  has  been  no  regular  dietary  used  in  the  house  to  any  class 
excepting  the  adults,  consequently  we  have  had  no  opportunity  of  testing  that 
approved  of  by  Dr.  Phelan,  with  the  exception  of  that  for  the  first  class.  We 
have  now  adopted  a dietary  formed  from  Dr.  Phelan’s  letter,  and  that  suggested 
by  him  to  the  late  Board. 

There  has  been  a very  considerable  reduction  in  the  consumption  of  wine 
since  our  report  of  the  19tli  February,  when  it  exceeded  three  dozen  per  week ; 
the  quantity  required  for  the  ensuing  week  is  only  six  bottles,  besides  a reduc- 
tion in  that  of  porter  from  about  40  bottles  to  4.  The  use  of  brandy  has  been 
almost  entirely  given  up,  whiskey  being  the  substitute. 

There  still  remains  uncollected  out  of  the  last  warrants  2200 1. ; the  amount 
collected  during  the  past  week  is  233/.,  out  of  which  152/.  was  paid  for  out-door 
relief  for  next  week,  and  55/.  3s.  sundry  disbursements,  leaving  in  bank  about 
100/.  We  are  very  apprehensive  of  being  run  short  of  money  before  any  of  the 
new  rate  can  be  collected;  the  demand  for  out-door  relief  being  greatly  on  the 
increase.  The  only  bank  in  this  town  is  a branch  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  which 
bank  will  not  advance  in  case  of  our  being  run  short. 

The  collectors  of  the  Tullamore,  Durrow,  and  Rathfeston  divisions,  dismissed 
by  the  late  Board,  have  not  yet  closed  their  warrants  for  a former  rate. 

We  have  selected  the  stewards  to  superintend  the  stone-breaking  which  will 
commence  forthwith. 

We  propose  relieving  the  heads  of  families  whose  dependents  exceed  four  in 
number  in  the  house,  and  those  under,  to  break  stones.  This  system  we  con- 
sider will  keep  down  the  number  of  applicants,  when  they  find  they  must  work 
eight  hours  a day  for  the  rations  of  five  and  under. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  25,  184S. 

We  have  at  length  received  all  the  rate-books  from  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  his 
revision  of  the  Union  being  completed.  All  the  rate-books  are  copied  except 
Tullamore  division,  which  is  in  hands. 

There  being  considerable  balances  still  uncollected  in  some  divisions,  we  have 
thought  it  expedient  to  give  the  collectors  until  Thursday  week  to  close  their 
warrants. 

The  collector  of  the  Durrow  division  having  resigned  from  ill  health,  and  a 
considerable  sum  being  still  uncollected,  we  shall  he  glad  to  know  whether  we 
should  appoint  another,  or  carry  the  balance  on  as  arrears. 

The  clerk  will  have  his  statement  of  the  liabilities  and  probable  sums  required 
by  each  division  completed  on  Tuesday  next,  when  we  shall  examine  the  same 
and  strike  the  new  rates  accordingly. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Tullamore  Union. 


946  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

There  remains  about  200/.  in  bank  after  paying  the  different  accounts  as 
recorded  on  our  minutes  of  this  week. 

We  have  entered  into  a contract  for  supplies  of  American  manufactured 
Indian  meal  for  out-door  relief  for  one  month,  at  a reasonable  rate,  16s.  2 d.  per 
barrel  of  14  stone,  delivered. 

With  regard  to  Dr.  Ridley’s  accoimt,  we  quoted  the  resolution  of  the  late 
Board  in  error  in  our  report  of  the  11th  instant ; the  date  was  the  15th  October, 
and  not  September,  and  to  which  we  beg  to  refer  you.  We  are  informed  by 
Dr.  Ridley  that  there  was  a certificate  issued  by  the  Board  of  Health  in  respect 
to  Tullamore  dispensary.  The  late  Board  held  themselves  responsible  for 
Dr.  Ridley’s  remuneration. 

We  put  the  law  in  full  force  against  some  of  the  refractory  male  inmates  of 
this  workhouse,  which  has  had  the  desired  effect  of  subduing  those  remaining 
in  the  house. 

The  classifying  of  the  house  will  require  great  attention,  as  the  females  are 
very  troublesome,  and  will  not  allow  their  children  to  be  removed  without  we 
fear  extreme  measures  being  adopted.  The  male  portion  of  the  schools  we 
have  removed  to  the  distillery  premises,  where  we  have  erected  a boiler,  &c., 
which  will  keep  it  quite  separate  from  the  house ; the  female  portion  of  the 
children  shall  be  removed  early  next  week. 

The  stone-breaking  is  in  operation ; the  lists  will  thereby  be  greatly  reduced. 
The  sealed  order  authorizing  the  extension  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
will  expire  on  the  1st  April ; a continuance  of  the  same  will  be  required,  as 
but  little  employment  offers. 
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Bantry  Union. 


BANTRY  UNION. 

The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Gordon  : — January  29,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy 
of  a communication  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  the  Under 
Secretary’s  Office,  relating  to  the  decease  of  a girl  (named  Bridget  Downing), 
who  it  is  stated  died  from  destitution  and  cold ; and  I am  to  request  that  you 
will  make  such  inquiry  into  the  circumstances,  as  may  enable  you  to  report  to 
the  Commissioners  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Morgan,  Sub- Inspector,  to  the  Inspector-General  : — January  24,  1848. 

A girl  named  Bridget  Downing,  of  Kilcotherin,  parish  of  Kilcotherin,  barony  of  Bear, 
eight  years  of  age,  died  from  destitution  and  cold,  on  the  20th  instant.  I hear  that  the  family 
were  receiving  rations  from  relieving  officer,  till  it  was  ascertained  that  the  father  was  in  em- 
ployment. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  4,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  in  answer  to  your  communication  of  the 
29th  January,  respecting  the  decease  of  Bridget  Downing,  of  Kilcathereen,  that 
I had  previously  made  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  the  father  was  employed  at  the  mines. 

I now  enclose  the  answers  of  the  relieving  officer,  to  the  queries  proposed 
by  me. 

Enclosure. 


Queries  to  be  answered  by  the  Believing 
Officer  of  Kilcathereen,  and  this  paper 
transmitted  without  delay  to  Captain  Gor- 
don. 

Did  Bridget  Downing,  who  is  reported  to 
have  died  of  destitution  and  cold  on  the  20th, 
or  any  of  her  family,  apply  to  you  for  relief  ? 

What  was  the  date  of  application,  and  how 
did  you  dispose  of  the  case  ? 


It  is  stated  you  gave  relief  to  the  child 
until  you  ascertained  that  the  father  was  em- 
ployed, under  what  class  did  you  return  her, 
and  was  she  sickly  ? 

Do  you  know  what  wages  the  father  was 
earning  ? 

State  any  further  particulars. 

j Bantjy,  January  31,  184S. 

(Signed)  H.  W.  Gordon, 

Captain  59th  Regiment. 


Answers. 

The  mother  of  the  girl  did  apply  for  relief, 
and  represented  herself  as  a widow. 

Application  was  made  on  the  3rd  January. 
I gave  provisional  relief  for  three  weeks  until  I 
ascertained  that  the  mother  had  imposed  her- 
self as  a widow,  and  that  the  father  was  em- 
ployed at  the  mines. 

Under  the  class  of  children  belonging  to 
widows,  in  column  13,  section  1.  It  is  be- 
lieved she  was  sickly. 

Did  not  know  until  two  days  since,  when  I 
was  informed  that  he  had  received  but  7s.  for 
a month,  his  contract  as  a miner  having 
turned  out  badly. 

I know  of  no  others. 

(Signed)  Anthony  Nicholson, 

Relieving  Officer. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  2,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  everything  is  going  on  favourably,  and 
plenty  of  accommodation  available ; our  numbers  on  Saturday  amounting  only 
to  850,  and  even  most  part  of  these  can  he  turned  out  for  employment  close  to 
Bantry,  but  the  necessity  for  doing  so  does  not  at  present  exist. 

Agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  the  25th,  the  master  has  performed  the  duty 
therein  called  upon  to  do,  and  discharged  over  100  from  his  hooks  whom  he 
could  not  find,  or  who,  I should  say,  did  not  answer  their  names. 

I was  at  Castletown  Berehaven  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and  a part  of  Saturday, 
and  found  many  attempts  made  in  the  northern  parish  to  find  cases  of  starva- 
tion, but  without  success,  except  in  a case  where  a party  held  land,  and  a child 
whose  father  was  employed  at  the  mines,  and  about  which  I shall  further  report. 

6 F 2 
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Bantry  Union.  I found  also  that  the  parties  who  were  discharged  for  work,  refused  to 

undertake  it,  considering  the  task  too  hard,  and  Mr.  Payne  was  unable  to 

procure  labourers.  The  men  could  not  give  the  work  a fair  trial,  coming  late 
to  their  work,  and  returning  long  before  the  day  was  over.  The  money 
allowed  is  2 hd.  a perch  for  the  opening  of  the  drains  from  2 feet  6 inches  to 
2 feet  10  inches  deep ; and  I am  assured  they  can  even  at  this  time  of  the  year 
earn  as  high  as  10r/.  or  llcZ.  a-day. 

The  whole  of  the  labouring  classes  are  now  running  to  and  fro,  trying  to 
obtain  medical  certificates,  stating  their  inability  to  work,  in  order  to  obtain 
provisional  relief;  and  unless  great  firmness  is  shown  by  the  relieving  officers 
the  able-bodied  will  all  go  to  bed  in  order  to  obtain  gratuitous  relief. 

I have  arranged  with  Mr.'  Payne  that  each  man  is  to  have  a task  set  to 
himself,  and  he  may  bring  his  wife  and  children  to  assist  him  in  the  work ; and  I 
am  in  hopes  they  will  consider  their  present  destitute  condition,  and  go  to  work. 

I am  happy  to  say  that  applications  are  in  for  money  under  the  Land  Im- 
provement Act,  viz.,  from  Timothy  O’Donovan,  Esq.,  J.P.,  from  Richard 
O’Donovan,  Esq.,  J.P.,  and  Rev.  Alleyn  Evanson,  J.P.,  in  Kilcrohane,  and  from 
Richard  Evanson,  Esq.,  from  West  Durrus;  and  if  these  works  could  be 
reported  upon,  all  would  go  on  well,  since  there  is  at  present  no  work  in 
those  divisions,  and  the  principal  part  of  our  present  workhouse  inmates  came 
from  that  part  of  the  Union.  If  the  Board  of  W orks  would  authorize  Mr. 
Hussey,  the  Drainage  Inspector  for  this  barony,  to  report  upon  these  works, 
I would  feel  myself  greatly  obliged,  although  I am  aware  the  two  divisions  in 
question  belong  to  the  barony  of  West  Division,  West  Carbery,  but  in  this  Union. 

A great  deal  of  dysentery,  small-pox,  and  fever,  at  present  prevail.  However, 
the  vaccination  contracts  having  been  made,  I am  in  hopes  one  scourge  will  soon 
be  stopped. 

Another  relieving  officer  has  been  named  by  the  Guardians  for  Kilmacom- 
mogue,  and  has  received  orders  forthwith  to  take  over  the  district  from  Mr. 
Eccles.  An  additional  relieving  officer  has  been  added  to  this  district  (Bantry), 
and  who  divides  it  with  Mr.  Power,  whose  salary  will  be  reduced,  and  the 
whole  sum  not  exceed  701  per  annum. 

I recommended  the  increased  salary  to  the  relieving  officers  of  the  Castle- 
town district,  since  they  are  put  to  heavy  travelling  expenses ; and  I do  not 
think  their  services  could,  be  secured  unless  an  advance  is  made. 

Mr.  O’Sullivan,  rate  collector,  has  been  again  cautioned  relative  to  the 
acknowledgment  of  sufficient  moneys,  and  also  the  necessity  of  his  lodging  as 
fast  as  he  collects,  and  I trust  he  will  attend  to  the  instructions  given  him. 

I trust  you  will  not  consider  that  in  the  resolution  with  respect  to  the  breaking 
of  stones  by  female  paupers,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  are  actuated  by  any 
feelings  of  harshness ; but  I can  assure  the  Commissioners  that  there  is  no  other 
work  to  put  the  females  to,  and  they  must  consequently  be  idle,  except  the 
numbers  washing  the  house,  since  they  neither  sew,  card,  nor  spin,  and  it  could 
not  be  practicable  to  attempt  anything  of  the  kind. 

The  stone-breaking  they  have  been  accustomed  to,  and  will  continue  to  be 
employed  on  the  drainage  works  in  a similar  manner ; and  indeed  the  out-door 
relief  lists  could,  not  be  effectually  cleared  of  widows,  except  work  can  be  found 
for  them,  as  it  is  now  in  one  division,  Kilaskin. 

P-S. — If  the  four  applications  before  alluded  to  were  sanctioned,  every 
pauper  might  be  discharged  from  the  workhouse,  and  the  three  first  classes 
again  offered  tickets,  or  at  any  rate  those  who  have  never  yet  been  in  the  house 
might  be  made  to  enter. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — February  12,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  addressed  the  Vice-Guardians 
on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  relieving  officers 
of  the  Castletown  district,  and  the  employment  of  the  female  inmates  of  the 
workhouse  in  stone-breaking. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  cannot  approve  of  the 
employment  of  females  in  a workhouse  in  breaking  stones. 

The  Commissioners  have  communicated  with  the  Board  of  Works  with 
regard  to  the  applications  for  loans  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act,  from 
proprietors  in  the  Kilcrohane  and  West  Durrus  electoral  divisions. 
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Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  8,  184S. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the 
labouring  classes  still  continues ; they  maintain,  without  giving  it  a trial,  that 
they  cannot  earn  sufficient  wages,  in  fact  it  had  arrived  so  far  that  all  the 
labourers  struck  wrork  (although  in  extreme  destitution),  and  the  Board  this 
day  inquired  minutely  into  the  case,  Mr.  Payne,  J.  P.,  being  present. 

One  relieving  officer  reported  that  the  men  in  his  district  could  not  earn  4 d. 
a-day,  but  he  acknowledged  that  they  came  late  to  work,  and  went  away  early, 
and  even  when  at  the  drains  were  very  idle.  It  also  appeared  from  what  he 
said,  and  which  was  corroborated  by  others,  that  some  labourers  only  opened  a 
few  yards  of  a drain,  2 feet  6 inches  deep,  and  in  consequence  only  earned  Id. 
and  2 d.  a-day. 

In  answer  to  this  Mr.  Payne,  J.P.,  said  that  he  had  procured  strangers  from 
Dunmanway,  and  yesterday  at  half-past  nine  these  men  commenced  the  work 
which  the  others  had  declined,  and  that  these  parties  earned  Is.  each  before  night. 

The  Vice-Guardians  and  myself  are  placed  in  a very  serious  position,  since 
I really  believe  that  sooner  than  work,  these  parties  will  let  their  families 
starve,  and  starve  themselves. 

To-morrow  four  paupers  are  to  be  put  to  the  same  kind  of  work,  and  it  will 
be  seen  what  they  can  earn,  and  if  it  is  proved  they  can  earn  at  this  time  of  the 
year  from  9 d.  to  Is.  a-day,  I consider  that  the  parties  should  be  allowed  to 
suffer  if  they  do  not  work. 

A request  was  made  in  the  minutes  of  the  25th  January,  for  permission  to 
take  legal  proceedings  against  Robert  White,  Esq.,  for  the  non-payment  of  his 
rate,  as  reported  to  the  Vice-Guardians  by  Arthur  Hutchinson,  Esq.,  rate 
collector ; he  has  again  reported  this  circumstance,  and  although  Mr.  White 
says  he  has  not  possession  of  the  lands  in  question,  yet  the  tenants  say  he  has. 

I am  also  very  anxious  to  know  if  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  paying  an  instalment  of  6s.  8 cl.  in  the  pound,  in  order  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  their  creditors,  many  of  whom  are  almost  bankrupts  in  consequence. 

I would  propose  to  the  Guardians  the  borrowing  a sum  of  3500/.  to  pay  off 
all  debts,  if  I had  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners,  and  I cannot  too  strongly 
recommend  this  course,  since  wre  might  with  our  present  rate,  get  on  well  for 
some  time,  and  I do  not  think  it  wrould  be  advisable  just  at  this  present  time 
to  strike  another  rate  upon  any  division. 

If  the  Commissioners  sanction  this  arrangement,  I think  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  procuring  the  loan  at  5 per  cent. 

The  attempts  to  prove  deaths  by  famine  continue ; but  I can  detect  no  case 
where  the  party  has  applied  for  relief,  I am  aware  a report  has  been  made  by 
the  Sub-Inspector  here  relative  to  the  deaths  of  two  children  of  Cornelius 
Lynch,  of  Shandrum.  I enclose  queries  I put  to  the  relieving  officer,  and  his 
reply,  and  cannot  say  that  I think  they  died  of  famine,  but  of  small-pox. 

The  out-door  relief  in  this  electoral  division  has  reached  as  high  as  59/. 
a-week.  However,  the  school  lists  are  being  revised ; and  I hope,  as  in  the 
Skibbereen  and  Kenmare  Unions,  that  we  may  make  them  assist  the  rates. 


Enclosure. 


Bantry , February  6,  1848. 
Queries  for  Relieving  Officer. 


Did  Cornelius  Lynch,  of  Shandrum,  or  any 
of  his  family  apply  to  you  for  relief? 

If  so,  state  date  of  application  aud  how  you 
disposed  of  the  case  ? 

It  is  reported  that  two  of  his  children  died 
of  starvation,  state  what  you  know  of  this 
matter? 


Cornelius  Lynch  never  applied  to  me  for 
relief  of  any  kmd ; and  the  clerk  who  I have 
employed  tells  me  he  never  saw  him  at  my 
lace  at  any  time  I may  have  had  occasion  to 
e absent. 

His  children,  who  are  said  to  have  died  of 
starvation,  had  a very  severe  attack  of  small- 
pox for  some  time  before  they  died,  which 
may  have  caused  their  deaths. 


(Signed)  H.  W.  Gordon,  (Signed)  E.  Power  .Relieving  Officer. 

Captain  59 th  Regiment.  February  7,  1848. 

A true  copy. 

February  8,  184S.  H.  VV.  Gordon,  Captain  59 th  Regiment. 


Br.nl  ry  Union. 
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Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners: — February  9,  1848. 

I have  the  honour,  in  continuation  of  my  report  of  yesterday’s  date, 
further  to  inform  you  that  I left  Bantry  this  morning  at  an  early  hour,  and, 
with  the  relieving  officer  for  Kilcaskin  (to  whom  I made  allusion  yesterday), 
I visited  the  Earl  of  Bantry ’s  drainage  works  in  progress.  At  the  first  work  I 
came  to  I found  but  few  men  actually  at  work,  the  others  having  gone  a short 
distance  for  meal  on  credit  of  their  work. 

However,  on  the  others  coming  up,  I assembled  them,  and  explained  fully 
their  conduct  towards  their  families,  who  were  now  almost  starving  in  conse- 
quence : that  they  would  get  nothing  but  work,  and  work  they  must. 

They  promised  me  they  would  come  early,  work  like  men,  and  go  home  late. 
I found  some  men  had  earned  yesterday  (a  bad  day)  working  leisurely,  6d.  a 
man,  and  am  sure  they  could  earn  a shilling  (and  more  where  their  families 
assist  them). 

I next  visited  the  work  at  Dromloo  (the  most  difficult  ground),  and  although 
I found  but  few  men,  yet  one  had  opened  yesterday  3£  perches  of  a drain 
3&  feet  deep,  and  earned  10i<f.  On  fine  days  more  will  be  earned,  since  the 
weather  is  much  against  the  labourers. 

In  Kilcathereen,  where  they  held  out  so  long,  they  are  again  at  work,  and 
some  men  have  earned  over  10c?.  a-day,  and  will  earn  more,  now  they  see  they 
can  obtain  a hire,  and  which  they  would  not  believe  before.  To-morrow  they 
will  go  to  work  here  (in  this  parish). 

Bantry  in  fact  I think  will  hold  out  a little  longer,  and  then  go  to  work  ; 
and  if  we  had  the  applications  sanctioned  in  Kilcrohane  and  West  Durrus,  we 
might  discharge  every  pauper  (if  we  so  wished  it)  from  the  house,  and  make  it 
again  available  for  the  three  classes  under  the  first  section  of  the  Act. 

On  my  arrival  here  I was  waited  upon  by  the  three  parish  priests  of  Kilca- 
thereen, Killaconenagh,  and  Kilnamanagh,  and  they  demanded  what  was  to  be 
done  for  the  able-bodied  who  were  starving  ? 

I answered  work  and  nothing  else  ; since  I was  quite  satisfied  they  could  earn 
a good  hire,  and  that  if  they  suffered,  the  crime  was  theirs. 


Reply  to  the  above: — February  12,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  disinclination  to  work  evinced  by  the  labourers 
to  whom  employment  has  been  offered  by  Mr.  Payne,  J.P.,  I am  to  state  that 
the  Vice-Guardians  are  undoubtedly  not  bound  to  give  relief  to  able-bodied 
persons  who  refuse  work  at  reasonable  wages ; at  the  same  time,  the  wives 
and  families  of  such  able-bodied  men  must  not  be  allowed  to  starve,  and  the 
proper  course  would  be  to  afford  the  wives  and  families  relief  in  the  work- 
house  (if  it  is  necessary),  and  to  proceed  against  the  able-bodied  men  under  the 
2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Vagrant  Act,  for  wilfully  neglecting  to  maintain  their 
wives  and  children. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  proposal  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  pay  at 
present  an  instalment  of  6s.  8 d.  in  the  pound  to  the  Union  creditors ; but  in 
reference  to  the  proposal  to  borrow  3500/.  at  51.  per  cent,  in  anticipation  of 
rates,  they  desire  to  observe  that  the  payment  of  interest  on  such  a loan  would 
not  be  a legal  expenditure ; however,  if  the  loan  be  indispensable,  and  can  be 
obtained,  they  will  be  prepared  again  to  consider  the  question  as  to  the  interest, 
when  the  Vice-Guardians  may  report  definitely  the  terms  on  which  the  loan 
will  be  made. 


Captain.  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  4,  1846. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Marshall  lias  taken  over  the 
Bantiy  Union  from  me  until  my  return,  which  I hope  will  not  be  delayed  beyond 
the  end  of  this  month.* 


Vi^^;aS^rtlhennSrCt?Tr  -0r  ,he  Skibbereen  Union,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Clarke,  one  of  the 
duUes  in  April.  ™ B ry  Um°n’  managed  CaPl-  Gordon’s  duties  until  his  recovery.  He  resumed  his 
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I beg  particularly  to  refer  to  the  financial  state  of  the  Union,  which,  on  a perusal  Bantry  Union, 
of  the  minutes  of  the  28th  March,  may  appear  much  worse  than  it  really  is.  The  — 
rate  struck  on  the  12th  November,  1847,  and  arrears  of  rate  due  on  the  29th 
September,  1847,  amount  to  6079/.  5s.  2 \d.  ; of  this  sum  upwards  of  4300/.  has 
now  been  collected,  and  I think  in  another  fortnight  or  three  weeks  700/.  more 
will  be  lodged.  The  entire  amounts  would  have  been  collected  without  difficulty 
if  the  rate  books  had  been  carefully  made  out : this  is  not  the  only  drawback,  since 
the  clerk  did  not  post  the  notice  of  the  rate  in  the  regular  manner,  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  no  distress  can  be  made,  or  legal  proceedings  taken  against 
defaulters,  as  all  that  have  been  tried  have  failed.  Many  rescues  have  taken 
place,  and  the  assistant  barrister  at  the  sessions  has  been  obliged  to  dismiss  the 
cases  in  consequence  of  this  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  clerk.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances the  Vice-Guardians  propose  to  strike  another  rate  upon  each  division, 
according  to  its  relative  position,  on  the  25th  March,  bringing  in  the  arrears ; and 
in  order  to  render  the  recovery  of  such  arrears  legal,  Mr.  Crawford  and  myself 
agreed  it  would  be  better  to  post  the  notices  of  the  old  rate  (12th  November)  at 
once,  and  I have  communicated  with  the  Vice-Guardians  to  that  effect.  The  new 
rate  books  are  now  in  course  of  being  made  out,  as  far  as  inserting  the  names  of 
the  townlands  valuation  fee ; and  the  revisor  will,  with  the  assistance  of  the  rate 
collectors,  be  enabled  to  insert  the  proper  names  of  the  occupiers ; and  all  parties 
have  been  called  upon  to  state  their  objections  to  the  last  rate.  On  the  rate  being 
struck,  I would  propose  at  once  to  appoint  collectors,  and  to  collect  first  from 
those  who  had  not  paid  their  last  rates ; but  I do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable 
to  put  the  entire  rate  in  immediate  course  of  collection,  as  I am  greatly  afraid  it 
would  stop  all  employment  and  impede  the  vast  preparations  the  farmers  are 
making  to  crop  their  lands.  If  employment  was  to  cease,  out-door  relief  to  the 
able-bodied  would  ensue,  and  on  its  cessation,  after  a vast  amount  of  expenditure 
(derived  from  other  sources  than  the  rates),  the  Union  would  be  in  as  bad  a position 
as  it  was  in  August  last,  without  any  available  local  resources  to  restore  it. 

I would  call  the  serious  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  this  fact ; and,  in  order 
to  avoid  all  these  evils,  a loan  to  the  Union  upon  the  security  of  the  rate  must  in 
some  way  be  effected  to  the  amount  of  from  4000/.  to  5000/.  The  security  I con- 
sider very  good  ; and  if  the  Commissioners  would  give  the  Vice-Guardians  their 
advice  how  to  act  at  this  trying  period,  I am  quite  sure  all  would  proceed  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 

I enclose  an  estimate  made  out  to  the  29th  September  next,  based  upon  the 
expenditure  of  the  half-year  ending  the  25th  March.  I have  consulted  with  the 
Vice-Guardians  upon  it,  and  they  agree  with  me,  except  they  perhaps  consider 
the  out-door  relief  too  much  curtailed.  Now,  Mr.  Marshall,  Mr.  Crawford,  and 
myself  think  it  might  be  even  still  more  reduced ; since,  when  the  workhouse  is 
emptied  of  the  able-bodied,  tickets  of  admission  will  be  given  to  the  three  classes 
under  the  1st  section;  and  this  course  has  proved  successful  in  detecting  every 
abuse,  since  very  few  avail  themselves  of  entering  the  house,  and  are  consequently 
struck  off  the  lists.  By  a reference  to  the  minutes,  it  will  be  seen  how  many  have 
been  struck  off  the  foregoing  lists  since  the  1st  February,  mostly  owing  to  the 
schools  ; and  with  respect  to  in-door  relief,  Mr.  Payne,  J.P.  (on  the  part  of  Lord 
Bantry  and  Lord  Berehaven),  has  offered  to  employ  every  able-bodied  man  or 
woman  the  Guardians  discharge  or  recommend.  By  a reference  to  the  enclosed 
return  it  will  be  seen  that  a 3s.  rate  would  have  covered  the  expenditux-e  of  the 
last  six  months  ; and  a less  rate  will  meet  it  to  the  29th  September,  even  although 
the  relief  to  the  schools  might  cease  pi-eviously.  The  debts  on  the  29th  September, 

1847,  are  a serious  evil;  and  the  creditors  very  justly  complain  of  the  conduct  of 
the  late  Board  of  Guardians  in  not  striking  the  rate  before. 

I consider  that  the  estimate  may  be  depended  upon  as  accurate.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  rate  falls  far  heavier  upon  some  divisions  than  others,  and  in  one 
(Kilcrohane)  it  will  amount  to  10s.  in  the  pound ; a large  part  of  this,  however, 
will  be  arrears,  since  the  Commissioners  may  recollect  that  the  previous  collector 
(Donovan)  of  the  lOcZ.  rate  never  went  into  that  division. 

I left  with  Mr.  Marshall  a list  of  those  who  had  not  paid  their  rates,  and  upon 
which  he  will  report.  • • 
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Enclosure  in  foregoing. 

Estimate  of  Expenditure  for  each  Electoral  Division  of  the  Union,  from  29th  September,  1S47,  down  to 
the  close  of  September,  184S. 


Column  1 

2 

3 j 4 

5 

« 

7 

Name  of  each 
Electoral  Division. 

Balance  against 
Electoral  Division 
ou  23th  September, 

froml29th°September 
1847,  to  the 
25th  Match,  1848. 

Estimated 
Expenditure  on 
Account  of  In-Main- 
tenance and  Out-door 
Relief  for  26  weeks, 
from  5th  March, 
to  the  close  of  Sep- 
tember, 1843. 

Expenditure,  Actual  and 
Estimated,  from 

29th  September,  18-17, 
to  the  close  of 
September,  ISIS,  on 
Accuuut  of  Temporary 
Fever  Hospitals, 
chargeable  to  the  Union 

Establishment  and  nil 
other  Expenses,  ncuml  and 
Estimated,  front 
29tlt  September,  1847, 
to  the  close  of  September, 
1348, ineluding-ail  Debts 
due  oa  these  Accouu  ts 
to  Contractors  or 
other  Parlies,  uot  charged 
in  the  Account 
of  previous  Half-year. 

Total 

of  Columns 
2, 3, 4,  5,  and  6. 

Bantrv  .... 
Kilmocornoyge.  . 
Durrus,  East  . . 

Durrus,  West  . . 

Kilcrohane  . . . 

Kilcaskare  . . . 

Kilcathereen  . 
Killacononagh . 
Kilnumauagh  • 
Union  . . . • 

£.  s.  d. 
961  17  8 
598  11  2 
139  16  7 
281  3 10 
706  14  1 
299  11  4 

50  6 3 
132  17  8i 

51  12  4 

£.  s.  d. 

1,207  19  4 
523  18  74 
122  14  54 
274  8 4 
446  19  U 
516  4 54 
375  3 2 
434  5 5J 
436  12  2 

£.  s.  d. 

I,0c3  6 8 
408  8 4 
135  8 4 
371  11  8 
533  0 0 
270  1G  8 
379  12  0 
435  10  0 
312  13  0 
110  10  0 

£. 

<1. 

£.  s.  d. 
493  7 7 
173  10  4 
89  4 3 
141  13  5 
225  7 8 
153  17  8 
486  5 7 
158  2 0 
217  10  10 

£.  S.  d. 
3,746  11  3 
1,706  8 51 
487  3 74 
1,068  17  8{* 
1,912  0 104 
1,240  10  U 
1,291  9 11 
1,160  15  2 
1,018  8 4 
110  10  0 

Total  Union  . . j 

3,222  12  114 

4,340  5 64  j 4,040  16  8 

2,138  19  4 

13,742  14  6J 

Balance 
in  favour  of 
Electoral 
[Division  on  *i9t! 
September, 


Amount  of  nnv 
New  Rate 
made  since 
29ih  September, 


Total 

of  Columns 
8.  9,  and  10. 


Excess  of  Amount  (if  nny)  j 
of  Column  7 over  the 
Amount  of  Column  11, 
Iseinjf  the  Amount 
of  additional  Rate  which 
would  bo  required 
to  supply  the  rielicioucy  of 
the  present  Itaio  to  the 

close  of  September,  1848. 


Pound  of  such 
edditionnl 
Rate  on  the 
Valuation. 


Excess  (ir nny)  of  Amount 
of  Column  11  over 
the  Amount  of  Column  7, 
being  the  Amount  of 
Balance  which  the  present 
Rate  would  leave  to  the 
Credit  of  the  Division,  over 
nntl  above  the  Expen- 
diture to  the  close  of 
September,  1848. 


Bantry  . . 

Kilmocornoyge. 
Durrus,  East 
Durrus,  West 
Kilcrohane  . 
Kilcaskare  . 
Kilcathereen 
Killaconenagh 
Kilnamauagh 

Total  Union  . 


£. 


d. 


31  3 oj 
11(5  11  8$ 
35  5 9 
24  1 5J 
101  15  10 
•23  1G  0A 


6UG  7 7) 
384  7 O' 
431  1 13 
533  10  0.1 
380  14  7 
459  3 94 
757  13  11 
885  15  7* 


2,105  ID  9 
1,100  0 10 
102  16  74 
G37  16  6* 
1,378  10  10 
859  15  64 
832  5 2# 
403  1 3 


0 1± 


(/. 


543  13  3i  5,535  11  11  6,079  5 2J 


Numbers  to  be  Relieved,  and  Cost  of  Relief  on  which  the  foregoing  Estimate  of  Expenditure  for  Relief  is  based. 


Column  1 

15 

ie 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

23 

24 

25 

26 

Nnme  of  ench 
Electoral  Division. 

Actual  N 
Paupers  ch 
the  Pivis 
close  of  th 
of  Februi 

umber  of 
arguable  to 

first  Week 
rv,  1848. 

Estimated  Number  of' 
Paupers  who  will  be 
relieved  Weekly  on  the 
average  of  the  34 
Weeks,  from  the  close 
of  the  first  Week  of 
February,  to  the  close 
of  September,  1848. 

Actual  Cost  of  Relief 
during  the  first  Week 
of  February,  1849. 

Estimated  Weekly 
Cost  of  Relief  on  the 
average  of  the  34 
Weeks,  down  to  the 
close  of  September, 
U43. 

of  Relief 
during  fir 
Februa 

erage  Cost 
per  head, 
Week  of 
y,  1848. 

Estimated  average 
Cost  of  Relief  perhead 
Weekly,  during  34 

Weeks,' down  to  the 
close  or  September, 
1848. 

In  Work- 

Oo  Out- 
door Relie 
Lists. 

In  Work- 
house. 

On  Out- 
door Relie 
Lists. 

In^Work- 

In  Oat-door 

In  Work- 
house. 

In 

Out-door 

Relief. 

In  Work- 

In 

Out-door 

Relief. 

In  Work- 

In 

Outdoor 

Relief. 

Bantry  .... 
Kilmocornoyge.  . 
Durrus,  East  . . 

Durrus,  West  . . 

Kilcrohane . . . 

Kilcaskare  • . . 

Kilcathereen  . . 

Killaconenagh , 
Kilnamanagh  . . 

Union  .... 

277 

75 

37 

191 

190 

40 

12 

10 

S 

67 

2,266 

1.160 

'339 

308 

598 

630 

978 

1,141 

957 

206 

60 

150 

160 

50 

12 

10 

8 

60 

1,200 

500 

150 

160 

400 

300 

600 

700 

500 

'• 

£.  s.  d 
22  1 4 
4 15  9 
2 16  0 
14  13  8 
14  17  2 
4 5 0 
1 16  2 
1 16  2 
1 15  5 
4 15  9 

£.  s.  d 
59  12  2? 
29  8 10j 
6 2 6 
6 8 24 

11  1 4 

17  5 3* 
24  16  3 
28  1 1* 
27  1 4 

£ s. 

14  3 4 
4 5 0 
1 15  5 
10  12  6 
11  6 8 

3 10  10 
0 17  0 
0 14  2 
0 11  4 

4 5 0 

£■  S. 

27  10  0 
119  2 
3 8 9 
3 13  4 
9 3 4 
6 17  6 
13  15  0 
16  10  0 
11  9 2 

s.  rf. 
1 7 
1 7 
1 7 
1 7 
1 7 
1*  7 
1 7 
1 7 
1 7 
1 7 

s.  d. 
0 61 
0 6 
0 4J 
0 5} 
0 U 
0 6* 
0 6 
0 6 
0 6| 

s.  d. 
1 5 
1 5 
1 5 
1 a 
1 5 
1 5 
1 5 
1 5 
1 5 
1 5 

s.  d. 

o 54 
0 4 

0 54 
0 54 
0 5i 

0 54 
a 54 
0 54 

0 54 

Total  Union  . . 

906 

8,377 

735 

4,510 

73  12  5 

209  17  1J 

52  1 sj  103  7 1 

iVil,—Th.  upnditin  on  ■boont  of  j.oPo»  shupikU  io  the  Doioo  .1 tup  1,  i„  he  Model  b th.  ««,„1  eob™,  duly  .PPo,lio«.d 
on  the  several  electoral  divisions. 
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Estimate  of  Expenditure  for  each  Electoral  Division  of  the  Union,  &c. — continued.  Ban  try  Union. 


BALANCE* 


Dr. 

Cr. 

£.  s.  d.  £.  s.  d. 

Total  Col.  2 . 3,222  12  11* 

Total  Col.  8 . 

„ Col.  3 . 4,340  5 6* 

„ Coi.  9 . 543  13  3i 

„ Col.  4 . 4,040  16  8 

„ Col.  10  . 5,535  11  11 

.,  Col.  5 . 

Col.  11  . 6,079  5 24 

„ Col.  6 . 2,138  19  4 

„ Col.  12  . . . 7,663  9 4 

Col.  7 . 13,742  14  6i 

„ Col.  14  . 

£13,742  14  6% 

£13,142  14  6i 

April  4,  1848.  H.  N.  Gordon. 

* The  clerk  is  requested  to  balance  the  several  Columns  in  the  above  Form. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  19, 1848. 

I am  to  state  that  your  suggestions  with  regard  to  the  making  and  collection 
of  a new  rate  shall  receive  the  Commissioners'  attention. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  a loan  of  1000Z.  has  been  recently  advanced 
to  the  Vice-Guardians. 


Captain  Gordon  to  the  Commissioners  -April  4,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  information  two  extracts  from  the 
Cork  Examiner  of  the  27th  March,  relative  to  the  decease  of  two  children  in  the 
electoral  division  of  Kilcathereen. 

Mr.  Clarke  visited  the  district  on  the  31st  March,  and  has  further  informed 
me  that  the  father,  Michael  Downing,  is  an  able-bodied  man,  and  well  able  to 
work  ; that  one  of  the  children  had  an  evil  in  the  jaw,  upon  which  an  operation 
was  performed  a short  time  ago  ; that  Downing  has  land,  hay,  &c.  He  was 
offered  work  at  the  drainage,  which  he  only  availed  himself  of  for  half  a-day,  and 
his  children  got  rations  every  day  in  the  schools.  Downing  is  now  employed  by 
Dr.  Lefebure  on  his  farm. 

I also  enclose  the  answers  of  the  relieving  officer  and  superintendents  of 
schools  to  certain  queries  put  to  them  by  me ; and  it  may  be  seen  that  Michael 
Downing  allowed  his  two  children  to  starve  before  his  face  sooner  than  work  for 
his  daily  hire. 

I have  thought  fit  to  forward  this  statement,  since  the  extract  in  the  Examiner 
might  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners. 

Enclosures. 

I. 

Destitution  in  Bearhaven. 

Elsewhere  will  be  found  a communication  describing  the  case  of  a man  whose  children 
died  of  starvation  in  the  above  part  of  the  country.  The  records  of  distress  contain  nothing 
more  affecting  than  the  case  of  this  poor  family,  endeavouring  to  struggle  against  their  fate,  and 
obliged  to  subsist  upon  the  bread  which  the  children  received  at  school,  until  the  younger  and 
weaker  members  sank  at  length  under  the  sacrifices  of  filial  affection.  We  have  been  com- 
pelled to  suppress  part  of  the  testimony  given  by  the  unhappy  wife,  which  is  too  humbling  to 
human  nature  to  excite  any  other  feeling  than  disgust.  Unfortunately,  the  case  of  Michael 
Downing  is  the  case  of  hundreds  in  the  same  district,  who  were  once  farmers  like  him,  and 
have  been  reduced  to  experience  the  same  disappointments  under  the  Poor  Law  and  the  system 
of  “reproductive  employment,”  as  carried  out  there.  It  reflects  credit  upon  the  authors  of  the 
communication  referred  to,  that  the  daily  encounter  of  such  awful  misery  as  prevails  around 
them,  has  not  disheartened  them  from  exposing  it  to  the  notice  and  sympathy  of  the  public. 

II. 

Dow  the  Poor  Law  is  administered. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  “Cork  Examiner:” — March  13,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  transmit  for  insertioh  in  your  highly-prized  journal,  the  accompanying 
communication  just  now  handed  me  by  Dr.  Lefebure,  the  humane  dispensary  physician  for 
Kilcathereen  parish,  regarding  a post-mortem  examination  of  a few  cases,  out  of  many  deaths 
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from  destitution,  which  have  this  time  back  occurred,  and  are  still  occurring  amongst  my  starving 
parishioners.  Had.  I more  timely  notice  of  the  communication,  I would  have  added  a long 
catalogue  of  the  most  heart-rending  deaths  which  have  taken  place  for  the  last  two  months  in 
this  wretched  parish,  in  consequence  of  the  most  awful  poverty  which  exists  this  year,  with  as 
little  mitigation  as  it  did  last  year. 

I have,  &c. 

Danxel  Healv,  P.P. 


Michael  Downing's  evidence. — I am  the  father  of  those  children  now  dead — Catherine 
Downing,  aged  eight  years,  and  Johanna  Downing,  aged  six  years;  gave  up  possession  of  his 
land  to  Mr.  James  Downing,  of  Castletown,  who  gave  him  6 d.  for  taking  care  of  the  land  arid 
house  two  years  ; made  no  use  of  the  land  since. 

What  was  the  matter  with  those  children  ; had  they  any  sickness  ? — No. 

What  did  they  die  of? — Starvation. 

Did  you  apply  for  relief,  and  to  whom  did  you  apply? — I did,  to  the  relieving  officer,  Mr. 
Anthony  Nicholson. 

What  answer  did  you  get  ? — To  go  to  work. 

Did  you  get  work? — No ; I got  a ticket  from  Dan  Glaney. 

How  long  since  you  applied  for  relief? — After  being  with  you  in  Castletown. 

What  did  you  ask  for  the  second  time  you  applied  ? — For  some  provisions  for  my  children. 

What  answer  did  you  get  ? — I got  a ticket  to  go  to  work. 

Did  you  go  to  work  ? — I did. 

Did  you  get  the  work? — I worked  part  of  the  day,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  with  others,  who 
had  been  at  work  before  me,  and  left  it  because  they  could  not  support  themselves. 

When  did  you  again  apply  ? — The  day  after  you  were  up  here. 

What  answer  did  you  get  on  that  day? — I could  get  nothing  until  you  gave  better  accounts 
with  some  other  sickness  than  starvation. 

Did  you  go  again? — I did,  indeed,  until  I got  tired  of  it. 

How  long  were  you  going  ? — Three  weeks. 

Did  your  wife  go  ? — She  did. 

Did  any  other  person  from  you  go  ? — No,  I had  no  one  else. 

Did  the  relieving  officer,  Mr.  Nicholson,  ever  visit  your  house  ? — No,  he  did  not. 

Did  you  ask  him  ? — I did. 

What  answer  did  he  give  when  you  asked  him  to  go  to  your  house  ? — That  he  was  in  a 
hurry;  it  was  too  far  oft ; he  was  going  to  Ardgroom  to  the  school-house. 

Were  those  children  going  to  the  school  ? — They  were,  Sir. 

Did  they  get  rations  every  day  ? — Sometimes  they  did,  Sir. 

How  many  childreu  of  yours  went  to  the  school? — Four,  Sir. 

Did  the  four  get  rations  every  day? — No,  Sir. 

Did  they  at  any  time  ? — They  did  get  it  part  of  the  week. 

How  long  were  they  in  school  when  they  got  the  four  rations  the  part  of  the  week  ? — I could 
not  say  truly  at  what  time  when  the  oldest  was  turned  out. 

What  do  you  mean  by  being  turned  out;  is  it  that  she  was  sent  out  of  the  school? — No,  Sir, 
but  not  to  get  rations. 

Are  the  others  getting  rations  now  ? — No,  Sir. 

When  did  they  get  them  last? — They  got.  one  brick  yesterday. 

ixru611  Wer j they  kst  at  sch°°l  ? — They  were  not  at  school  this  month;  they  could  not  °-o. 

Why  could  not  they  go  there  ?— Being  weak  ; and  they  could  not  go  through  starvation  in 
the  want  of  provisions.  ° 

How  many  bricks  used  they  to  get  each  day  '—Some  days  I used  to  get  three;  some  days 
two,  and  some  days  nothing.  ° 1 

. ca"  7™  say  ,he  children  died  of  want  or  starvation,  when  they  were  getting  rations  at 
the  school  .—For  there  was  six  of  us  trusting  to  that  bread  at  school ; because  I could  not  get 
rations  ; l did  not  use  one  stone  of  meal  since,  and  was  only  but  gathering  sea-weeds  and  little 
crehanes  out  of  the  tillage.  ® & 

Did  you  dig  potatoes  out  of  stubbles  ?— No,  Sir. 

Did  you  where  oats  were  sown  ? — Yes,  Sir. 

Was  it  the  year  before  this  that  potatoes  iere  in  that  field  '— No,  Sir ; two  years  ago,  and 
1 was  often  digging  for  mauchins  (machins).  J 

ww  arf  mauchl'ls  1 could  not  English  it ; some  kind  of  roots  in  the  form  of  carrots. 

What  colour  are  they  ?— White  colour.  Sir. 

When  did  these  poor  children  eat  anything?— I do  not  know.  Sir;  I had  to  go  to  work  for 
my  diet  for  another  man.  6 

What  made  you  leave  the  work  at  the  drains  '-Because  I could  not  support  myself;  I got 
but  one  pint  ot  meal  for  the  two  days  I was  working. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  got  but  one  pint  of  meal  for  two  days  ?— Yes,  Sir. 

Michael  Downing. 

Norry  Downing’s  evidence  interpreted  by  Mr.  E.  O'Sullivan. 

Are  you  the  mother  of  those  children  ? — Yes,  sir. 

Were  either  of  your  children  sick  ?— Yes,  one  since  that  time. 

What  time  ? — Five  weeks  ago. 

What  ailed  the  children  then'— Hunger  and  distress;  no  sickness,  only  distress. 
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[The  woman  proceeded  to  give  a shocking  account  of  the  way  in  which  they  were  affected  Bantry  Union, 
from  eating  sea-weed.]  

Were  any  of  them  sick  before  this  ? — No,  except  when  they  had  fever  last  year. 

Had  not  one  of  them  evil  in  her  jaw? — Oh,  yes,  two  years  last  August. 

Was  she  ever  sick  with  it.  since? — No,  never,  indeed. 

How  can  you  say  they  died  of  want,  when  they  were  at  school  getting  rations? — Two  used 
sometimes  to  get  it,  and  then  the  father,  myself,  and  four  children  depended  on  it. 

Used  they  get  the  rations  regularly? — They  used  not  to  get  it  only  sometimes;  one  week 
three  times,  twice  some  weeks. 

How  many  children  of  yours  went  to  school? — There  were  four;  one  was  scratched  out 
after  the  first  week. 

Did  the  others  get  it  regularly? — Weeks  they  used  to  get  it  but  twice ; weeks  three  times ; 
the  day  they  would  get  three,  next  day  but  two ; and  next  never  a one.  She  used  to  be 
sometimes  on  her  way  to  make  a complaint  that  she  was  not  getting  her  right;  that,  they 
would  follow  her,  and  tell  her  to  come  back ; that  when  the  master  would  come,  she  should 
get  rations,  though  the  night  before  she  was  told  there  was  no  bread  for  her. 

Who  called  you  back  ? — The  man  of  the  house. 

Who  told  you  there  was  no  bread  for  your  children  ? — The  master. 

Were  you  ever  going  but  the  once? — She  was  never  going  but  the  once. 

Honora  Downing. 

Witnessed  by  Eugene  O’Sullivan  and  Mark  O’Sullivan. 

I certify  that  I made  a post-mortem  examination  of  the  body  of  Johanna  Downing,  of 
Kilcathereen,  aged  six  years;  from  the  appearance  of  the  viscera,  and  finding  no  traces  of 
previous  disease,  I am  fully  of  opinion  her  death  was  caused  by  extreme  destitution. 

M.  M.  Lefebure,  M.R.C.S.L. 

March  7,  1848. 

Copy  of  Dan  (Raney's  ticket,  when  Michael  Downing  applied  for  work  the  first  time. 

I consider  the  bearers  objects. 


Copy  of  the  Relieving  Officers  ticket  to  get  him  work. 


Please,  Mr.  Sullivan,  employ  bearer  on  Lord  Bantry’s  property;  he  applied  for  a ticket  to 
the  workhouse. 


A.  Nicholson,  Relieving  Officer. 


Doctor  Lefebure' s certificate  handed  to  the  Relieving  Officer , in  order  to  obtain  relief. 

I certify  that  Michael  Downing’s  wife  and  two  children  are  sinking  fast  from  want  and 
starvation. 

M.  B.  Lefebure,  M.R.C.S.L. 

January  23,  1848. 

HI. 


Queries  for  Anthony  Nicholson,  Relieving 
Officer , Kilcathereen. 

In  the  Cork  Examiner  of  the  27th  March 
appears  a statement  from  the  Rev.  D.  Healy, 
P.P.,  and  followed  by  an  examination  of 
Michael  and  Norry  Downing  (or  Downey), 
whose  children,  Catherine  and  Johanna,  aged 
eight  years  and  six  years  respectively,  are  said 
to  have  died  of  famine. 

Mr.  Nicholson  will  he  good  enough  to 
state,  in  detail,  any  further  particulars ; and 
also  to  say  whether  Michael  Downing  is  an 
able-bodied  labourer;  since,  if  he  was,  Mr. 
Nicholson  has  acled  quite  correctly  in  offering 
him  work. 

Mr.  Nicholson  will  also  endeavour  to  detail 
further  respecting  the  sixpence  given  Downing 
to  take  care  of  the  house  and  land  for  two 
years;  also  who  the  immediate  landlord  is; 
and  who  ordered  the  sixpence  to  be  given. 


Answers. 

For  Captain  Gordon’s  information,  I beg 
to  state  that  Catherine  Downing,  aged  eight 
years,  and  Johanna  Downing,  six  years,  Btaled. 
to  have  died  of  famine  on  the  6th  of  March, 
were  for  the  last  two  months  receiving  their 
portion  of  the  British  Association  relief. 

On  the  28th  of  January  last,  Michael 
Downing,  an  ablebodied  man  of  40  years, 
applied  for  out-door  relief,  which  I refused; 
but  gave  a ticket  to  the  overseer  of  the 
drainage,  to  give  him  work  at  Ardgroom,  on 
Lord  Bantry’s  estate. 

Mary  Downing,  daughter  to  Michael,  an 
intelligent  girl  about  15  years,  stated  to  me 
that  it  was  her  opinion  her  father  never  gave 
up  the  possession  of  the  land,  and  she  never 
heard  him  say  he  got  any  money  for  taking 
care  of  the  same ; and  from  what  Downing 
has  stated  to  myself,  I am  sure  he  is  still  in 
possession  of  the  land ; od  the  29ih  instant  he 
sold  to  Doctor  Lefebure  a cock  of  hay,  part  of 
last  year’s  crop,  and  acknowledges  to  have . a 
share  in  a boat  and  seine. 

6 G 2 
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Had  Michael  Downing  given  up  his  land? 

Captain  Gordon  requires  this  paper,  with 
answers  on  the  opposite  margin,  to  be  returned 
as  soon  as  possible ; it  must,  in  fact,  reach  him 
on  Sunday  at  latest,  since  Captain  Gordon  is 
going  to  Cork. 

H.  W.  Gordon, 

Captain,  59 th  Regiment. 

Bantry,  March  29,  1848. 


Michael  Downing  held  the  land  from 
Samuel  Hutchins,  Esq.,  of  Ardnagashal. 

Anthony  Nicholson, 

Relieving  Officer,  Kilcathereen. 


IV. 

Queries  for  Parish  Superintendent  of 
Kilcathereen  schools. 

A report  appears  in  the  Cork  Examiner  of 
the  27th  March,  statin?  that  Catherine  and 
Johanna  Downing  (or  Downey),  aged  eight 
and  six  years  respectively,  had  died  of  famine. 
The  superintendent  will  state  whether  theywere 
on  the  school  roll ; and  if  so,  why  they  did 
not  get  bread  daily.  He  will  further  state,  if 
they  were  not  receiving  rations,  why  they  were 
not  on  the  list.  In  fact,  he  will  state  all  par- 
ticulars. 

H.  W.  Gordon, 

Captain,  59th  Regiment. 
Bantry , March  29,  1848. 

This  must  be  returned,  so  as  to  reach 
Captain  Gordon  on  Sunday,  since  he  goes 
away  on  Monday. 


Answers. 

In  visiting  West  Kilcathereen  Roman 
Catholic  school,  I had  been  informed  by  John 
M'Carthy,  teacher,  that,  four  of  Michael 
Downing’s  children  were  receiving  the  bounty 
of  the  British  Relief  Association  in  his  school 
daily,  until  its  rules  disqualified  the  elder, 
Mary  Downing,  age  16  years;  the  other 
three  got  their  bread  daily,  in  health  and 
sickness,  with  the  exception  of  one  day  that 
none  of  Downing’s  family  called  for  it  until 
late  in  the  day,  though  they  lived  very  con- 
venient to  the  school;  all  the  bread  was 
issued  out  by  the  time  that  the  member  of 
Downing's  family  came  for  it;  this  had  been 
the  only  excepted  day  that  Downing’s  family 
were  left  without  bread,  which  the  above 
teacher  is  willing  to  prove.  The  above  John 
M‘Carthy  went  with  me  to  Downing's  house, 
where  we  met  the  said  Mary  Downing,  who 
corroborated  John  M‘Carthy’s  statement. 
She  said  that  the  whole  family  were  six  in 
number,  and  lived  on  what  they  got  in  school ; 
and  that  her  two  sisters  who  died  were  only 
after  recovering  from  the  small-pox. 

I certify  that  the  above  information  is 
correct. 

Daniel  Sdllivan,  Superintendent. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  7,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  report 
of  the  4th  instant,  with  respect  to  the  inquest  on  the  bodies  of  two  children, 
named.  Catherine  and  Johanna  Downing,  who  are  stated  to  have  died  of 
starvation. 

The  Commissioners  observe  by  the  statements  of  the  relieving  officer  and  the 
superintendent  of  the  school  at  which  these  children  attended,  that  they  and 
another  child,  of  Michael  Downing’s  received  rations,  whether  attending  or  at 
home  sick,  daily,  except  for  one  day  upon  which  the  rations  were  not  sent  for 
until  all  the  bread,  had  been  distributed ; also  that  these  children  died  after 
small-pox;  that  their  father  was  provided  with  work  on  Lord  Bantry ’s  estate, 
but  refused  to  continue  at  the  employment ; that  he  is  known  to  have  occupied 
land,  and  is  believed  still  to  retain  possession  of  it;  also  that  he  has  a share  in 
a fishing .boat  and  seine  net ; notwithstanding  which,  and  his  possessing  hay, 
sold  on  the  29th  ultimo,  he  and  his  family  appear  to  have  used  the  school 
rations  issued  for  the  children. 

The  Commissioners  recommend,  with  a view  to  the  punishment  of  such  men 
as  Michael  Downing,  that  the  attention  of  the  relieving  officers  be  drawn  in  a 
particular  manner  to  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act  10  and  11  Vic.,  c.  84,  under 
which  any  man  who  wilfully  neglects  to  maintain  his  wife  or  child  may  he 
sentenced  by  the  magistrates  to  imprisonment  and  hard  labour  for  a term  not 
exceeding  three  months. 
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Tuam  Union.' 


TUAM  UNION. 

The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Labalmondiere  March  2,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  subject  of  the 
duration  of  the  out-door  relief  at  present  afforded  to  able-bodied  poor  persons  in 
Unions  in  Ireland  ; more  especially  in  reference  to  the  labour  wanted  at  this  season 
of  the  year  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  and  the  employment  provided  under  the 
Land  Improvement  Act,  6 and  7 Vic.,  cap.  32;  also  the  assistance  afforded  to  the 
labouring  classes  in  24  Unions,  which  comprise  the  most  distressed  parts  of  Ireland, 
by  the  rations  given,  from  funds  supplied  by  the  British  Association,  to  all  children 
attending  the  public  schools. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  desirable  to  determine  or  to  suspend,  on  the  13th  of 
March  instant,  all  orders  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension 
Act,  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  ; and  the  Commissioners  wish 
to  know  whether,  in  your  opinion,  there  would  be  any  decided  objection  to  this 
course  in  the  Union  of  which  you  are  Inspector. 

You  will  be  good  enough  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  on  this  subject,  at  your 
earliest  convenience. 


Captain  Labalmondiere  to  the  Commissioners  in  reply : — March  6,  1848. 

Referring  to  your  circular  dated  March  2nd,  I have  to  state  that  in  my 
opinion,  the  suspension  of  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men 
in  this  Union,  if  carried  into  effect  as  proposed  on  the  18th  instant,  will  be  attended 
with  most  disastrous  consequences ; the  in-door  accommodation  for  paupers  being 
wholly  insufficient  for  the  amount  of  destitution  which  exists. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Labalmondiere  : — March  10,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  6th  instant,  stating  your  opinion  with  reference  to  a suspension  of  the 
order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  in  the  Tuam  Union  ; and  I am 
to  convey  to  you  the  thanks  of  the  Commissioners  for  your  communication. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that,  the  Commissioners  will  not  withdraw  the 
order  for  out-door  relief  in  the  Tuam  Union  on  the  18th  instant,  on  the  grounds 
stated  in  your  report,  that  from  the  large  amount  of  destitution  existing  in  that 
Union,  owing  to  the  want  of  employment,  such  a course  could  not  be  pursued  with 
safety. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  4,  1848. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  February, 
relative  to  the  death  of  a man,  named  John  Hynes,  at  Dunmore,  in  the  Tuam 
Union,  and  in  reference  thereto  we  have  to  inform  you  that  from  inquiries  we  have 
made  on  the  subject,  we  are  led  to  believe  that  John  Hynes  died  from  exposure  and 
want.  It  further  appears  that  the  deceased  applied  to  the  relieving  officer  on  the 
1 1th  February,  and  received  a ticket  for  admission  to  the  workhouse  on  that  day ; 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  applied  for  admission.  The  deceased  was  a 
strolling  beggar  and  a dealer  in  rags.  He  had  been  in  the  workhouse  in  December 
last,  and  left  it  of  his  own  accord  immediately  after  his  admission. 

It  does  not  appear  that  blame  is  attributable  to  the  relieving  officer  in  the 
matter,  but  that  deceased  died  from  his  own  neglect  in  not  accepting  workhouse 
relief. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington: — March  9,  184S. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  a copy  of  a report  which  they  have 
received  from  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Tuam  Union,  relative  to  the  death  of  a 
man,  named  John  Hynes,  at  Dunmore,  in  that  Union. 
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Captain  Labalmondiere  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  9,  1848. 

Many  of  the  observations  upon  the  state  of  this  Union  which  I find  should 
have  formed  a part  of  this  report,  were  inserted  by  me  in  mistake  in  the  diary  which 
I forwarded  on  Saturday  last.  I have  since  visited  two  other  of  the  electoral  divi- 
sions, viz.,  Cloonbern  and  Lisgeevy.  In  the  former,  though  many  of  the  applicants 
appeared  extremely  miserable,  they  nearly  in  every  instance  refused  to  go  to  the 
workhouse  when  that  test  was  offered  them.  In  the  latter,  though  apparently  less 
distressed,  many  accepted  the  offer  of  admission,  but  as  in  a late  instance  only  two 
families  out  of  about  80  who  accepted  it  appeared  at  the  workhouse,  it  may  reason- 
ably be  presumed  that  a very  small  portion  of  those  to  whom  tickets  were  given 
had  really  any  idea  of  acting  upon  them.  Throughout  the  Union,  I am  convinced 
that  when  the  Vice-Guardians  shall  have  been  able  to  revise  the  lists  of  those 
admitted  to  the  out-door  relief  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  many  will  be  found 
to  be  in  the  receipt  of  it  whose  circumstances  do  not  entitle  them  to  it. 

I beg  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  circumstance  that,  from  the  refusal  of  the 
storekeeper  in  charge  of  the  implements  belonging  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
to  deliver  them  uj)  until  his  claims  for  arrears  of  salary  are  satisfied,  stone-breaking 
has  not  yet  begun.  It  is  most  requisite  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  prevent  its 
further  postponement. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  again  applied  to  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works 
on  this  subject.  They  propose  to  adopt  the  forms  for  work  performed  in  each  week, 
which  are  in  use  in  the  Kanturk  Union,  and  which  appear  well  calculated  to  check 
idleness  and  fraud. 

The  issue  of  relief  in  this  Union  appears  to  have  been  so  procrastinated  by  the 
late  Board  of  Guardians,  that  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardiaus  has  been  hitherto 
almost  fully  occupied  in  actually  preventing  the  people  from  dying,  and  they  have 
nardiy  had  leisure  to  devote  their  attention  to  the  internal  affairs  of  the  workhouse, 
m which  a lamentable  want  of  system  appears  to  have  prevailed.  Improvement  is 
however  visible,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  a very  short  time  under  the  able  manage- 
ment  oi  Mr.  Lucas,  will  bring  about  a very  different  state  of  things. 

The  boys  are  still  in  the  workhouse,  but  application  has  been  made  to  the  pro- 
prietor of  a large  building  at  Headford,  with  a view  to  its  conversion  into  an 
auxiliary  workhouse  for  them. 

The  girls  school  in  the  town  of  Tuam  appears  well  kept  and  in  good  order. 

An  extraordinary  hysterical  affection  is  prevalent  in  the  workhouse  among  the 
younger  of  the  female  paupers.  There  are  17  or  18  of  them  subject  to ‘these 
attacks,  which  the  medical  officer  has  been  unable  to  overcome,  and  which  appears 
to  be  catching,  as  the  officers  report  that  when  the  paupers  are  assembled  together, 
i one  girl  is  seized  a number  of  the  others  are  immediately  similarly  affected,  and 
drop  without  any  premonitory  symptom.  One  who  was  giving  evidence  yesterday 
had  two  of  these  attacks  consecutively  in  the  Board-room.  The  medical  officer 
attributes  them  to  a want  of  sufficient  exercise. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  11,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Works  a copy  of  that 

Sir  3i°Ur  TP0;1  ? relates  t0  tl,e  slIPP1y  of  implements,  required  for  the  em- 
ployment  of  able-bodied  poor  persons  receiving  out-door  relief. 

1 he  Commissioners  have  also  forwarded  to  the  Central  Board  of  Health  an 

thiworkhonse6  *°  ^ Preva  ence  of  hy3tel'ia  among  the  young  female  paupers  in 


M>.  Lucas,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  11,  1848. 

foi'ipf  [5S'en0e  ?°  lhe  ™cl?sed  application  from  the  agent  of  Wm.  Burke, 
visions  of  tin-  1 nth  f e™Srat“n  ot  certain  parties  named  therein,  under  the  pro- 
104  ViC''  "• 1 “>  "l"*  Commis- 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Browne  to  the  Vice-Guardia.ns:— March  11,  1848. 

•n  hi<=  e3tate°nf m ®urHe’  ?SCL  I have  just  arranged  for  the  emigration  of  two  families 
.n  hta  estate  of  Kilcreevanty,  ,n  the  electoral  division  of  Killannon,  viz  :— 
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Win.  Mongan,  wife,  and  three  children,  rated  under  51. ; contribution  of  landlord,  12Z. 

Wm.  Clarke,  wife,  and  six  children,  rated  under  51.  ; contribution  of  landlord,  12/. 

The  landlord  besides  gives  a receipt  for  a heavy  arrear  of  rent.  Their  passage  can  now  be 
settled  in  Galway  for  America  if  you  be  pleased  to  give  the  assistance  afforded  by  the  Poor 
Law  Act. 


Ages  of  the  Families. 


William  Mongan 40  years. 

Wife 30  „ 

Girl 9 „ 

Ditto 5 „ 

Boy 2 „ 

William  Clarke 40  „ 

Wife 30  „ 

Girl 17  ., 

Boy 15  „ 

Girl 13  „ 

Ditto 4 ,, 

Ditto 3 „ 

Ditto 1£  „ 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  in  reply: — March  15,  184S. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Lucas’s  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  enclosing  an 
application  for  assistance  to  enable  certain  parties  to  emigrate  under  the  provisions 
of  the  13th  section  of  the  Act  10  Vic.,  cap.  31,  and  requesting  the  Commissioners’ 
instructions  relative  thereto,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  that 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  satisfy  yourselves  by  personal  examination  of  the  parties 
as  to  their  willingness  to  emigrate  on  the  conditions  specified  in  the  statute,  and 
also  ascertain  to  what  part  of  America  it  is  intended  they  should  go  ; and  further, 
whether  the  sum  contributed  by  the  landlord,  together  with  the  sum  limited  by 
the  statute  as  payable  from  the  poor  rates,  will  be  sufficient  to  provide  for  the 
emigration  of  the  families. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  are  in  communi- 
cation with  Earl  Grey  on  the  subject  of  the  approval  required  by  the  13th  section 
of  the  Act  referred  to. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey: — March  15,  184S. 

The  Commissioners  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith,  for  your  Lord- 
ship’s information,  a copy  of  a communication  which  they  have  received  from  Mr. 
Lucas,  Vice-Guardian  of  the  Tuam  Union,  enclosing  an  application  (a  copy  of 
which  is  also  transmitted)  for  assistance  to  enable  certain  parties  to  emigrate,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  10  Vic.,  cap.  31. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  for  your  Lordship’s  information,  that  these  are 
the  first  cases  which  have  arisen  under  that  section. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  they  may  be  informed  of  your  Lordship’s  views 
as  to  the  course  which  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  whether  the  occupiers  named 
by  Mr.  Browne  be  fit  and  proper  persons  to  be  admitted  as  emigrants. 

The  Commissioners  have  directed  the  Vice-Guardians  to  satisfy  themselves,  by 
personal  examination  of  the  parties,  as  to  their  willingness  to  emigrate  on  the 
conditions  specified  in  the  statute,  and  also  to  ascertain  to  what  part  of  America 
they  should  go ; and  whether  the  sum  contributed  by  the  landlord,  together  with 
the  sum  limited  by  the  statute  as  payable  from  the  poor  rates,  will  be  sufficient  to 
provide  for  the  emigration  of  the  families. 


Captain  Labalmondiere  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  18,  1848. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  I have  received  from  the  agent  of  the 
British  Association,  authority  to  extend  their  relief  to  the  children  attending  the 
free-schools  in  the  Union,  and  a remittance  and  provision  order  for  the  further- 
ance of  this  object.  I have,  in  conjunction  with  the  Vice-Guardians,  hired  a large 
bakery,  in  which  we  propose  to  bake  not  only  for  the  schools  but  for  the  work- 
house  consumption,  until  an  oven  is  erected  there,  and  by  which  we  may  anticipate. 


Tuam  Union. 
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Tuair.  Union.  J think,  a considerable  saving.  The  issue  of  food  from  the  Association  funds  will 
naturally  be  a great  assistance  to  the  rates,  but  I have  not  been  able  yet  to  form 
any  estimate  to  what  extent  it  will  operate  as  an  aid. 

Considerable  pressure  for  relief  still  exists,  but  it  is  perceptibly  diminishing ; and 
I have  hopes  that  when,  from  the  subsidence  of  the  floods,  the  drainage  works  can 
be  recommenced,  and  when  the  stone-breaking  test  is  in  full  operation,  the  lists  of 
the  able-bodied  on  the  out-door  relief  will  be  very  greatly  reduced,  even  if.  they 
cannot  with  safety  be  altogether  discontinued. 

This  would  be  more  easy  of  accomplishment  could  a suitable  house  be  obtained 
for  the  pauper  boys,  which  I think  we  may  shortly  effect,  though  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians’ efforts  to  procure  one  for  them  have  hitherto  failed. 

I caunot  say  much  for  the  improvement  of  the  interior  of  the  workhouse  in  the 
last  week — I see  none. 

I beg  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  circumstances  as  detailed  in  yester- 
day’s “ minutes  of  proceedings”  in  connexion  with  the  master’s  report,  by  which  it 
appears  that  for  the  present,  at  least,  the  Vice-Guardians  are  deprived  of  the  power 
of  punishing  refractory  paupers,  by  procuring  their  committal  by  the  bench  of 
magistrates,  they  having  declined  to  convict  in  consequence  of  there  being  no  room 
in  Galway  gaol.  The  inevitable  result  of  this  powerlessness  to  punish  must  be 
insubordination  among  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse. 

A revisor  for  the  Union  was  yesterday  approved  of  by  the  Vice-Guardians ; and 
it  being  understood  that  he  is  to  furnish  his  valuation  of  each  electoral  division  as 
completed,  by  striking  the  rates  for  each  separately,  they  may  place  themselves  in 
funds  for  carrying  on  the  affairs  of  the  Union  at  an  earlier  period  than  if  they 
delayed  striking  a rate  for  the  whole  Union,  until  the  entire  valuation  is  finished. 

It  will  not,  however,  be  in  their  power  to  carry  on  even  until  the  first  instalments 
of  the  new  collection  are  lodged,  without  a further  advance  on  the  credit  of  the  rate 
about  to  be  made. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  23,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  statement,  that  in  consequence  of  the  crowded 
state  of  the  gaol  of  Galway  the  magistrates  refuse  to  punish  refractory  paupers 
by  committal  to  prison,  I am  to  call  your  attention  to  the  regulations  of  the  Coiiit 
missioners  for  the  punishment  of  such  paupers,  as  set  forth  in  their  General 
Order  of  the  5th  of  June,  1844. 

With  reference  to  your  statement  that  it  will  not.  be  in  the  power  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  provide  relief  for  the  destitute,  until  such  time  as  a portion  of  the 
rate  about  to  be  made  by  them  shall  be  lodged  with  the  treasurer,  without  receiv- 
es a further  advance  of  money  on  the  credit  of  the  rates,  I am  to  state  that  the 
Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  entertain  any  further  representation  from  your- 
self or  the  Vice- Guardians  on  the  subject. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — March  15,  1848. 

. ^ directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a circular  letter  which  they  have  addressed  to  the  Temporary  Inspectors  of 
Unions,  relative  to  the  suspension,  on  the  18th  instant,  of  all  orders  authorizing 
out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Extension  Act. 

• / ain  ,at  same  tlme  to  state  that,  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being 
informed  of  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  substitution  in  the  Tuam  Union, 
oi  e or  ei  above  referred  to,  of  a limited  order  authorizing  the  dispensation  of 
out-door  relief  to  destitute  poor  persons,  being  children,  whose  parents  are  both 
ff  l °r  wlc*°ws  with  one  child  dependent  on  them,  respectively : or  being 
able-bodied  men,  one  or  more  members  of  whose  families,  dependent  on  them  for 
support,  are  affected  by  severe  sickness  or  serious  aecident. 


Enclosure. 


Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
March  2,  1848. 

„r  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  subject  of  the  duration 

oor  re  le  , at  present  afforded  to  able-bodied  poor  persons  in  Unions  in  Ireland ; 
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more  especially  in  reference  to  the  labour  wanted  at  this  season  of  the  year  for  the  cultivation 
of  the  land,  and  the  employment  provided  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act,  6 and  7 Viet, 
c.  32  ; also  the  assistance  afforded  to  the  labouring  classes  in  24  Unions,  which  comprise  the 
most,  distressed  parts  of  Ireland,  by  the  rations  given  from  funds  supplied  by  the  British 
Association,  to  all  children  attending  the  public  schools. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  desirable  to  determine  or  suspend,  on  the  18th  of  March  instant, 
all  orders  under  tho  2nd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  authorizing  out-door 
relief  to  able-bodied  men ; and  the  Commissioners  wish  to  know  whether,  in  your  opinion, 
there  would  be  any  decided  objection  to  this  course  in  the  Union  of  which  you  are 
Inspector. 

1 on  will  be  good  enough  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  on  this  subject  at  your  earliest 
convenience. 


To 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector 
of  the  Union. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


Tuam  Union. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  in  reply': — March  18,  1848. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  15th 
instant,  relative  to  the  suspension  of  the  order  authorizing  out-door  relief  to  able- 
bodied  men  in  Tuam  Union,  and  the  substitution  of  a limited  order.  In  reference 
thereto  we  have  to  state,  that  owing  to  the  great  destitution  existing  in  the  Union, 
and  the  want  of  general  employment,  we  fear  that  disastrous  consequences  would 
result  from  the  order  issued  under  section  2 of  the  10  Viet.,  c.  31,  being  suspended 
on  the  18th  instant. 

We  consider  the  proposed  modified  order  authorizing  the  dispensation  of  out- 
door relief  to  able-bodied  men,  one  or  more  members  of  whose  families,  dependent 
on  them  for  support,  are  affected  by  severe  sickness  or  serious  accident,  open  to 
grave  objections.  The  impositions  that  would  be  attempted  to  be  practised  would 
moreover,  entail  the  necessity  of  appointing  medical  officers,  under  the  5th  section 
of  the  10th  Viet.  cap.  31. 

Our  arrangements  for  carrying  out  the  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied  will  be  in  partial  operation  in  the  coming  week,  and  we  beg  to  assure  the 
Commissioners  that  we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  that  the  system  we  have 
adopted  will  hold  out  no  inducement  to  the  people  to  forsake  the  legitimate  labour 
of  the  country. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  22,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  not  interfere  with  the  operation 
of  the  existing  order,  and  they  rely  on  your  carrying  out  that  order  judiciously  and 
■with  effect,  both  in  the  relief  of  destitution,  and  the  protection  of  the  rates  from 
unnecessary  expenditure. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  18,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  15th  instant,  relative  to  the 
emigration  of  certain  parties  under  the  provisions  of  the  13th  section  of  the  Act 
10  Vic.,  cap.  31,  we  have  to  inform  you  that  we  have  satisfied  ourselves  by  per- 
sonal examination  of  the  parties  as  to  their  willingness  to  emigrate  on  the  conditions 
specified  in  the  statute.  Toronto,  in  Canada,  is  the  place  of  their  destination. 

A second  application  for  aid  is  herewith  annexed,  and  we  are  desirous  of  com- 
plying with  its  request 

From  inquiry,  we  are  led  to  believe  that  the  sum  contributed  by  the  landlord, 
together  with  the  sum  limited  by  the  statute,  will  be  sufficient  to  provide  for  the 
emigration  of  the  families. 

A list  of  the  names  and  ages  of  the  emigrants  is  herewith  enclosed,  together 
with  the  cost  of  the  emigration  of  each  family. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  persons  should  embark  at  Galway,  and  it  is  desirable  that 
no  delay  should  arise,  as  the  vessel  sails  on  the  1st  April. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Browne  to  Mr.  Lucas,  Vice-Guardian : — March  19,  1848. 

In  addition  to  the  two  families  I proposed  lo  send  to  America  from  the  electoral 

6 H 
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division  of  Kilbannon,  Mr.  Burke,  the  landlord,  contributing  two-thirds  of  the  cost,  I have  to 
add  five  other  families,  viz. : — 

Pat  Nicholson,  wife  and  eight  children. 

John  Glyn,  wife  and  one  child. 

Michael  Hughes,  wife  and  three  children. 

John  Connelly,  wife  and  eight  children. 

Thady  Boyle,  and  three  children. 


n™. 

Age. 

Cost  of  each 
Person. 

William  Mogan  . 

34 

£.  s.  d. 
4 10  0 

Wife  . . 

32 

4 10  0 

Kitty 

8 

2 5 0 

Mary 

4 

John  . 

2 

2 5 0 

Pat  Nicholson  . 

45 

4 10  0 

Wife  . . 

40 

4 10  0 

John 

21 

4 10  0 

Andv 

18 

4 10  0 

Patsy  . . 

15 

4 10  0 

Mary 

13 

4 10  0 

Stephen. 

12 

4 10  0 

Peter  . . 

10 

4 10  0 

Mary 

7 

2 5 0 

Peggy  . . 

3 

2 5 0 

Michael  Hughes 

44 

4 10  0 

Wife  . . 

42 

4 10  0 

Bridget  . . 

17 

4 10  0 

Pat  . 

14 

4 10  0 

Thomas  . 

10 

4 10  0 

Mick  . . 

4 

2 5 0 

John  Connelly  . 

40 

4 10  0 

Wife.  . . 

40 

4 10  0 

Thade  . 

18 

4 10  0 

Mick  . . 

17 

4 10  0 

Mary  . . 

13 

4 10  0 

Kate 

11 

4 10  0 

Thomas  . 

7 

2 5 0 

Pat  . . . 

4 

2 5 0 

"William  . 

2 

2 5 0 

Total. 


15  15 


0 


Name. 

Age. 

Cost  of  each 

Total. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

John  Glyn  . 

36 

4 

10 

0 

Wife  . . 

30 

4 

10 

0 

Mary 

1 

2 

5 

0 

H 

5 

William  Clarke  . 

44 

4 

10 

0 

Wife  . . 

36 

4 

10 

0 

Peggy  . 

14 

4 

10 

0 

Martin  . 

12 

4 

10 

0 

James 

4 

2 

5 

0 

Mary 

2 

2 

5 

0 

Baby 

1 

2 

5 

0 

24 

15 

0 

Thady  Boyle 

40 

4 

10 

0 

Thomas  . 

13 

4 

10 

0 

Edmund 

11 

4 

10 

0 

Michael  . 

7 

2 

5 

0 

15 

15 

Total  cost  . 

166 

10 

0 

Landlord’s  share 
Electoral  Division  Poor  Rate 


£.  s.  d. 
Ill  0 0 
55  10  0 


166  10  0 


33  15 


0 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  22,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  are  in  communication  with 
Earl  Grey  upon  the  subject,  and  upon  hearing  from  his  Lordship,  they  will  again 
address  you. 


Further  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — 
March  29,  1848. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  18th,  and  to  Mr.  Lucas’s  letter  of  the 
11th  instant,  forwarding  lists  of  persons  desirous  of  emigrating  from  the  Tuam 
Union  to  British  North  America,  and  to  the  letters  of  the  Commissioners  in  reply, 
bearing  date  respectively  the  15th  and  22nd  instant,  I am  directed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners to  inform  you  that  they  have  not  yet  received  any  reply  from  Earl  Grey, 
but  that  rather  than  disappoint  the  parties  who,  it  appears,  expected  to  sail  from 
the  port  of  Galway  on  the  1st  proximo,  and  defeat  the  arrangements  which  have 
been  made,  they  take  on  themselves  the  responsibility  of  saying,  that  if  you  deem 
it  right  to  conclude  the  transaction  at  once,  they  null  make  a favourable  representa- 
tion on  the  subject  to  Earl  Grey. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  16,  1848. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  1st 
instant,  we  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  following  observations 
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relative  to  the  general  state  of  the  Tuam  Union,  when  the  administration  of 
its  affairs  first  devolved  on  us,  and  also  on  the  state  of  the  Union  at  the  present 
time. 

It  may  be  more  convenient  that  we  should  first  advert  to  the  financial  affairs 
of  the  Union,  as  these  were  necessarily  our  first  care. 

It  appeared  that  the  total  amount  of  rate  and  arrears  of  rate  put  in  collection 
in  the  months  of  August  and  September  last,  was  6.74S/.  10s.  9 d. ; whilst  the 
liabilities  ol  the  Union  to  the  31st  August  last,  exclusive  of  the  debt  for  tem- 
porary relief  purposes  and  workhouse  loans,  amounted  to  6,692/.  13s.  5 cl, 
leaving  only  a balance  of  55/.  7s.  3 icl.  available  for  carrying  on  the  expenses  of 
the  Union,  supposing  the  whole  amount  of  rate  and  arrears  of  rate  to  be  col- 
lected. Great  neglect  is  here  exhibited  in  not  having  made  the  poundage  rates 
sufficiently  high  even  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Union.  The  pro- 
viding funds  for  the  due  administration  of  relief  under  the  amended  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Acts,  seems  altogether  to  have  been  lost  sight  of.  The  result  of  this 
neglect  has  been,  that  a debt  of  upwards  of  5,000/.  had  accumulated.  The 
Union  had  long  since  ceased  to  possess  any  credit  with  its  treasurer.  All  the 
contracts  for  provisions  and  other  supplies  were  enormously  high,  the  parties 
tendering  considering  the  chances  of  payment  when  preparing  their  estimates: 
for  instance,  the  contract  for  Indian  meal  had  been  taken  for  11/.  10s.  per  ton; 
whole  meal  14/.  per  ton,  and  oaten  meal  15/.  per  ton. 

The  necessary  efforts  had  not  been  made  even  to  collect  this  very  insufficient 
rate,  the  Guardians  themselves  being  in  many  instances  defaulters,  also  persons 
of  rank  and  station  in  the  Union,  and  even  the  Chairman  had  refused  to  pay  his 
rates,  and  it  was  only  on  being  threatened  with  legal,  proceedings,  that  he  paid 
the  amount. 

There  remained  the  large  arrear  of  2,083/.  4.s.  2d.  uncollected  on  the  19th 
February.  The  following  legal  proceedings  have  at  various  times  been  insti- 
tuted against  the  Board  of  Guardians  since  the  opening  of  the  workhouse : — On 
the  17th  February,  1S45,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  procured  a writ  of 
mandamus  to  be  served  on  the  Guardians  to  compel  them  to  issue  to  the  rate 
collectors  the  warrants  for  the  collection  of  the  rate  struck  on  the  24th  October, 
1842,  and  amounting  to  1,796/.  10s.,  but  which  were  not  issued  until  the  20th 
of  October,  1845. 

In  January,  1844,  Thomas  Brennan,  contractor  for  clothing  to  the  Union, 
sued  the  Board  for  the  sum  of  113/.,  including  law  costs,  and  obtained  a sheriff" s 
sale  on  the  property  in  the  workhouse,  which  realized  only  103/.  19s.  8 d.  A 
part  of  the  property  was  subsequently  repurchased  by  the  Board ; the  whole 
transaction  producing  a loss  to  the  Union  of  163/.  19s.  4c/. 

A . Thom,  printer,  also  served  a writ  upon  the  Board  for  26/.,  in  January, 
1844,  but  did  not  take  any  further  proceedings. 

Several  other  writs  have  been  served  on  the  Guardians,  to  which  they  have 
entered  pleas  of  confession. 

The  financial  prospects  of  the  Union  are  further  embarrassed  by  the  defective 
state  of  the  present  valuation.  On  the  27tli  November  last  the  Commissioners 
pressed  on  the  Guardians  the  necessity  of  appointing  a revisor  without  delay ; 
this  recommendation  appears  to  have  been  totally  disregarded  at  the  time ; and 
although  the  Guardians  declared  at  their  meeting  on  the  8th  November,  their 
opinion  that  a new  rate  could  not  be  made  on  the  present  valuation,  yet  they 
took  no  steps  in  the  matter  until  the  29th  January. 

As  to  the  management  of  the  workhouse,  we  beg  to  state  that  great  neglect 
was  visible  in  every  department : the  paupers  squalid,  listless,  and  idle ; the 
yards  and  appurtenances  neglected  and  dirty ; the  hospital  was  the  only  excep- 
tion to  the  general  inefficiency  of  the  establishment.  The  bedding  and  clotliing 
were  shamefully  neglected,  more  particularly  the  former,  which  was  infested 
with  vermin. 

We  found  that  a system  of  giving  extra  rations  (meat)  to  paupers  had  existed 
to  an  extravagant  extent,  the  plea  being,  that  they  were  required  to  perform 
services  of  trust,  although  the  usual  number  of  paid  officers  for  the  workhouse 
had  been  appointed.  The  weekly  cost  of  the  officers’  rations,  including  the 
extra  allowances  adverted  to,  amounted  to  the  large  sum  of  8/. 

With  regard  to  the  books  required  by  your  order  to  be  kept  by  the  master  of 
the  workhouse,  it  was  found  that  neither  the  clothing  account-books,  the  weekly 
relief  lists  and  abstract,  nor  the  inventory-book,  had  been  kept ; and  the  register 

6 H 2 


Tuam  Union. 
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Tuam  Union.  Gf  paUpers  was  incorrect.  The  result  of  all  this  irregularity  has  been,  that  a 
great  quantity  of  the  stores  and  clothing  have  disappeared.  The  present  master 
had  only  been  appointed  three  weeks ; and  as  no  inventory  appears  to  have 
been  taken  when  he  entered  on  his  duties,  it  is  difficult  to  say  how  far  he  is 
blameable  in  the  matter. 

We  may  here  remark  that  neither  the  clerk,  master,  nor  matron,  had  ever 
been  called  on  to  give  security  for  the  performance  of  their  several  duties. 

The  site  of  the  workhouse,  possessing  many  advantages  from  its  position,  had 
remained  without  cultivation  (with  the  exception  of  a small  portion  which  was 
cultivated  by  the  officers  on  their  own  account)  for  five  years,  and  had  not  even 
been  enclosed  on  its  boundary,  notwithstanding  that  during  the  winter  and 
summer  of  1847  there  were  many  able-bodied  men  in  the  house. 

The  relief  afforded  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  has  undoubtedly  been 
very  inadequate  to  the  distress;  and  deaths  from  destitution,  if  not  from 
absolute  want,  have  occurred.  It  would  however  appear,  on  examination  of 
the  relieving  officers’  books,  that  relief  had  been  given  to  persons  who  ought 
to  have  subsisted  on  their  own  resources ; for  instance,  in  the  relieving  officer’s 
Application  and  Report  Book  for  the  Lisgreavy  Division,  fictitious  names 
appeared  of  persons  receiving  relief,  and  on  inquiry  of  that  officer  as  to  the 
circumstances,  we  received  for  answer  that  the  persons  whose  real  names  were 
omitted  were  highly  and  respectably  connected,  and  that  they  were  too  proud 
to  allow  their  names  to  appear  as  paupers ; and  that  it  was  by  direction  of 
some  of  the  Guardians  that  he  had  falsified  the  names.  It  further  appeared 
that  the  real  recipients  were  relations  of  several  members  of  the  late  Board. 

The  line  of  action  pursued  by  the  Guardians  in  the  administration  of  out- 
door relief,  seems  to  have  been  at  direct  variance  with  the  recommendations 
contained  in  the  Commissioners’  Circular  letter  of  the  26th  August  last  on  the 
subject 

The  number  of  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  when  we  took  charge 
amounted  to  4,193,  with  a weekly  cost  of  13  U.  lls.  4 d.  Such  was  the  state  of 
the  Tuam  Union  when  we  first  examined  into  its  affairs. 

Our  first  care  was,  to  use  all  our  best  energies  to  the  pressing  forward  of  the 
collection  of  the  outstanding  arrears,  but  owing  to  the  avowed  resistance  to  the 
payment  of  the  rates,  the  example  of  default  set  to  the  rate-payers  by  persons 
of  rank  and  station  in  the  Union,  only  a sum  of  29 61.  5s.  3d.  has  been  collected 
and  lodged  for  the  fortnight  ended  on  the  4th  instant.  The  collectors  have 
moreover  been  assaulted  and  rescued,  and  otherwise  ill  treated.  They  have  at 
our  request  obtained  the  assistance  of  the  military  and  police  in  the  collection 
of  the  rates ; and  we  do  not  anticipate  any  insuperable  difficulty  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  remaining  balance  of  outstanding  arrears. 

The  present  valuation  of  the  Union  is  so  very  imperfect  that  we  propose  to 
have  a revision  of  it  previous  to  striking  a new  rate ; some  delay  must  there- 
fore necessarily  occur  in  getting  the  new  rate  in  collection ; in  the  mean  time 
we  propose  to  make  application  to  the  Commissioners  to  obtain  from  the 
British  Association  such  funds  as  will  enable  us,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
balance  of  the  uncollected  rates,  to  meet  the  demands  arising  from  the  present 
destitution  in  the  Union.  Our  first  care  will  be  on  procuring  funds  from  the 
new  rate,  to  repay  the  British  Association  such  advances  as  we  may  have 
obtained  from  them. 

i With  regard  to  the  management  of  the  workhouse,  we  have  to  state  that  a 
manifest  improvement  is  visible  in  every  department;  the  able-bodied  have 
been  employed  to  the  utmost  extent  possible  under  the  circumstances,  and  the 
clothing  of  the  inmates  and  that  in  store  has  been  put  in  order. 

The  matron  (Mrs.  Davis),  whom  we  found  to  be  physically  incompetent,  we 
required  to  resign  her  situation,  and  we  have  appointed  the  wife  of  the  master 
to  the  office  on  trial  for  one  month. 

We  have  enforced  a rigid  fulfilment  of  all  your  rules  and  regulations 
relating  to  the  management  of  the  workhouse. 

The  expenditure  of  the  workhouse  has  been  considerably  decreased,  as  we 
have  discontinued  the  extra  rations  hitherto  given  to  upwards  of  20  paupers, 
with  the  exception . of  the  pauper  nurses  who  are  required  to  sit  up  at  night, 
W e have  also  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  annulling  the 
exorbitant  contracts  in  force  for  workhouse  supplies.  We  have  moreover  hired, 
in  conjunction  with  our  Inspector,  a bakery  and  store,  at  which  we  intend  to 
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bake  all  the  bread  for  the  workhouse,  as  well  as  that  required  for  the  children  Tnam  Union, 
attending  the  free  schools  in  the  Union ; this  will  effect  a considerable  saving, 
as  the  present  contract  price  for  bread  is  one  penny  eleven-sixteenths  per  pound. 

The  arrangement  to  be  in  force  until  an  oven  is  erected  at  the  workhouse, 
which  we  have  in  contemplation. 

We  propose  to  grind  all  our  corn  by  pauper  labour,  and  have  ordered  a mill 
with  hand  gearing  from  Birmingham  capable  of  employing  gangs  of  40  men  at 
a time. 

W e are  endeavouring  to  procure  a piece  of  ground  to  be  used  as  a burial- 
ground  for  the  workhouse,  as  the  present  system  of  interring  the  dead  close  to 
the  fever  hospital  is  open  to  serious  objections. 

We  have  taken  contracts  for  the  supply  of  a sufficient  stock  of  clothing 
and  bedding,  and  we  propose  to  make  up  every  article  required  in  the  work- 
house. 

An  accountant  has  been  employed  to  prepare  and  balance  the  late  master’s 
accounts,  the  expense  we  propose  deducting  from  the  amount  of  salary  due  to 
him. 

With  respect  to  the  out-door  relief,  we  have  to  observe,  that  owing  to  the 
great  distress  in  the  Union,  we  were  compelled  to  increase  the  relief  con- 
siderably. We  have  made  the  workhouse  available  as  far  as  possible  as 
a test  of  the  destitution  of  the  able-bodied ; and  we  may  state,  as  a proof 
of  the  effectiveness  of  the  test,  that  hundreds  have  refused  this  description  of 
relief. 

Our  arrangements  for  carrying  out  your  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied  are  in  a forward  state,  and  we  hope  to  have  the  system,  we  have  adopted, 
in  partial  operation  in  the  coming  week. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  23,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  16th  instant,  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  Tuam  Union,  and  to 
report  to  you  their  thanks. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  your  proceedings  as  reported,  and  the  course 
which  you  express  yourselves  as  intending  to  take  with  the  view  of  remedying 
the  great  abuses  heretofore  existing  in  the  administration  of  relief  in  the  Tuam 
Union. 

Those  officers  who  have  not  yet  given  security  should  do  so  without  delay. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  attend  to  such  representations  as  you 
may  make  of  a further  necessity  for  the  supply  of  funds  to  administer  relief 
until  rates  can  be  levied. 

With  reference  to  the  statement  contained  in  your  report  to  the  effect,  that 
on  your  examination  of  the  relieving  officer’s  books,  you  discovered  that 
fictitious  names  had  been  entered  for  persons  receiving  relief,  those  persons, 
who  are  highly  and  respectably  connected,  being  too  proud  to  allow  their 
names  to  appear  as  paupers;  and  that  the  false  entries  had  been  made  by 
direction  of  some  members  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  many  of  whom 
had  relations  thus  receiving  relief ; I am  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  the 
Commissioners  with  further  particulars  of  the  cases  adverted  to,  not  omitting 
the  names  of  the  parties  relieved,  and  the  names  of  the  Guardians  who  took 
part  in  these  transactions. 

I am  also  to  inquire  what  course  you  propose  to  adopt  as  to  the  relieving 
officer  of  the  Lisgreavy  division,  who  was  involved  in  those  highly  culpable 
proceedings. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington: — March  22,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  you,  to  be  laid  before  His 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  the  accompanying  copy  of  a letter  which  the 
Commissioners  have  received  from  Mr.  Lucas,  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of 
Tuam  Union,  relative  to  the  riotous  conduct  of  some  people  towards  him  at  Tuam 
on  the  21st  instant ; and  I am  to  request  a favourable  consideration  of  the  course 
proposed. 
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Letter  referred  to. 

Mr.  Lucas,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  21,  1848. 

I have  to  report  to  you  that,  in  consequence  of  the  dissatisfaction  among 
the  people  of  this  electoral  division  at  the  enforcement  of  the  labour  test  by  means 
of  stone-breaking,  which  has  just  been  established  by  us,  a mob  of  people  assem- 
bled this  morning  in  front  of  our  residence,  and  has  remained  there  until  now, 
using  violent  and  threatening  language ; and  upon  my  attempting  to  leave  the 
house  about  an  hour  ago,  I was  surrounded  and  seized  hold  of,  and  struck  in  the 
back  with  a stone. 

In  consequence  of  the  assizes  in  Galway  there  is  no  magistrate  in  the  town  ; 
and  the  police  force  remaining  is  so  small,  that  the  officer  is  not  disposed  to  risk 
a collision  with  the  people  without  the  aid  of  the  military,  who,  however,  cannot 
act  without  the  requisition  of  a magistrate. 

I would  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  suggest  that  the  commission  of  the  peace  be 
conferred  upon  Captain  Douglas  Labalmondiere,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  who  is 
always  on  the  spot,  as  these  riotous  assemblages  may  be  repeated. 


Captain  Labalmondiere  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  25,  1848. 

During  the  past  week,  stone-breaking  for  the  able-bodied  in  receipt  of  out- 
door relief  has  been  commenced  in  about  half  of  this  Union,  but  it  can  hardly  be 
said  yet  to  be  fairly  established. 

The  indisposition  to  submit  to  the  labour  imposed,  was  in  Tuam  so  great,  that 
on  Tuesday  last  the  stone-breakers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  all  left  their 
work  and  assembled  in  large  numbers  round  the  residence  of  the  Vice-Guardians 
in  a very  excited  state ; and  one  of  these  gentlemen  was,  on  going  out,  mobbed 
and  struck  with  a stone,  and  narrowly  escaped  severer  treatment  at  their  hands. 
I went  out  with  this  gentleman  to  the  country  and  procured  the  attendance  of  a 
magistrate  (the  stipendiary  magistrate  and  nearly  all  the  police  force  being  absent 
at.  the  Galway  assizes),  and  one  of  the  ringleaders  having  been  arrested  was  bound 
over  to  keep  the  peace,  and  in  the  absence  of  sureties  was  committed.  The 
people  have  returned  to  their  work,  and  I have  no  apprehension  of  any  renewal 
of  the  disturbance,  which  I have  little  doubt  was  promoted  by  persons  who  did  not 
appear  in  the  matter,  in  whose  hands  the  paupers  were  mere  tools.  About  one- 
sixth  ol  those  detailed  for  stone-breaking  in  Tuam  have  not  made  their  appear- 
ance at  the  work. 

Fresh  contracts  have  been  made  for  Indian  and  other  meal — both  for  in-door 
and  out-door  consumption— the  former  at  a reduction  of  2/.  10s.  per  ton. 

The  collection  of  the  rates  does  not  progress  more  rapidly  than  heretofore, 
opposition  being  generally  offered,  and  rescues  made  of  stock  seized.  Proceedings 
have  been  instituted  against  the  parties  rescuing;  and  the  Vice-Guardians  have 
also  instructed  their  solicitor,  with  the  assent  of  the  Commissioners,  to  proceed 
immediately  against  the  defaulting  “ immediate  lessors.” 

Our  attempts  to  procure  an  auxiliary  workhouse  for  the  boys  have  again  failed ; 
and  as  destitution  continues  to  increase  rather  than  to  abate,  while  hardly  any 
field  employment  is  to  be  obtained,  I see  no  immediate  prospect  of  the  possibility 

of  suspending  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied. 

I do  not  think  that  there  are  many  inmates  of  the  workhouse  eligible  for 
emigration  to  Australia;  but  for  such  as  are,  the  Vice-Guardians  would  he 
most  desurous  of  embracing  the  terms  proposed  in  the  letter  of  the  “ Commis- 
sioners of  Colonial  Land  and  Emigration,”  to  the  under  Secretary  to  the  Colonial 
Department. 

M ould  not  the  present  be  a favourable  opportunity  for  promoting  emigration 
from  Ireland  of  paupers  and  their  families  to  the  West  Indies,  where  labour  is 
so  muc  required  , and  would  not  those  colonies  gladly  repay  any  advances  made 
by  Government  in  furtherance  of  such  emigration,  and  which  their  present  impo- 
verished state  would  oblige  them  to  look  for  ? The  transfer  of  anumber  of  pauper 
labourers  from  this  country  would  relieve  it  greatly,  and  possibly  avert  the  ruin 
which  threatens  those  colomes.  r J 


Referring  to  your  letter  dated  23rd  March,  I beg  now  to  represent  that  it  is 
vmy  desirable  that  an  application  for  a further  advance  of  500/.  on  tha,credit  of 
tfie  rate  about  to  be  levied  should  be  now  made,  to  enable  ihe  Vice-Guardians  to 
keep  taith  with  their  present  contractors  for  supplies,  and  continue  the  relief  now 
afforded  to  the  destitute. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  25,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  25th  instant,  relating  to  the  Tuam  Union ; and  I am  to  express  to 
you  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  restoration  of  tranquillity  among 
the  able-bodied  paupers  in  receipt  of  out-door  relief  in  that  Union. 

The  Commissioners  desire  at  the  same  time,  to  express  their  satisfaction  that 
new  and  more  advantageous  contracts  have  been  entered  into  by  the  Vice-Guard- 
ians for  the  supply  of  Indian  and  other  meal. 

I am  further  to  inform  you,  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to 
Count  Strzelecki,  the  Secretary  to  the  British  Relief  Association,  for  a further 
advance  of  500/.  for  the  use  of  the  Tuam  Union. 


The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  25,  1848. 

We  have  to  report  that  the  collectors  have  lodged  the  sum  of  197/.  3.9.  3d. 
of  the  out-standing  arrears  for  the  fortnight  ended  the  18th  instant.  The  police 
and  military  were  employed  assisting  the  collectors,  avowed  and  tacit  resistance 
to  the  payment  of  rates  being  general. 

We  have  instructed  our  solicitor,  with  the  Commissioners’  consent,  to  commence 
immediate  proceedings  in  the  Superior  Courts  of  Record  in  Dublin  against  the 
several  defaulters.  The  valuator  appointed  by  us  has  undertaken  to  complete  the 
revision  of  the  entire  Union  on  or  before  the  31st  of  May  next.  The  electoral 
division  of  Tuam  to  be  the  first  completed,  to  enable  the  rate  on  that  division  to 
be  put  in  collection  forthwith. 

The  contract  for  supplying  the  workhouse  with  meal  has  been  annulled  with 
the  Commissioners’  consent,  and  fresh  contracts  have  been  taken  at  a great  saving 
to  the  Union;  the  new  contract  for  Indian  meal  effecting  a saving  ot  21.  10s.  per 
ton — whole  meal,  3/.  10s. — oatmeal,  41. 

Our  arrangements  for  baking  bread  for  the  workhouse  are  completed,  and  we 
anticipate  a great  reduction  in  the  cost  of  that  article,  the  present  contract  price 
being  6%d.  per  four  pound  loaf. 

Destitution  in  the  Union  is  still  on  the  increase,  and  little  or  no  employment  is 
afforded  by  the  landed  proprietors  and  farmers. 

Our  general  arrangements  for  carrying  out  the  out-door  labour  test  are  com- 
pleted, and  are  as  follows : — 

Stone-breaking  has  been  adopted  as  the  employment,  in  accordance  with  the 
Commissioners’  suggestion. 

With  the  view  of  making  the  work  ultimately  available  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Union,  we  have  selected  the  quarries  where  practicable,  near  unfinished  roads. 
Superintendents  at  10s.  per  week  salary  have  been  appointed  over  each  quarry,  and 
an  Inspector  at  a salary  of  2Z.  per  week,  including  travelling  expenses. 

To  the  able-bodied  who  apply  for  out-door  relief,  and  who  we  have  reason  to 
believe  are  not  actually  destitute,  we  offer  the  workhouse  as  a test ; the  result  has 
been  that  numbers  have  refused  this  description  of  relief,  which  tends  to  prove 
that  those  who  are  not  really  destitute  will  not  accept  relief  in  a well  regulated, 
workhouse. 

The  value  of  work  obtained  not  to  bear  any  direct  proportion  to  the  relief 
afforded. 

Children  of  sufficieut  strength,  section  one  and  two,  and  hardy  old  men,  section 
one,  to  perform  a certain  portion  of  work  of  a light  description. 

Every  person  must  attend,  and  no  substitute  allowed. 

Task-work  as  a general  rule  to  be  observed  where  practicable. 

We  enclose  the  forms  directed  to  be  used  in  carrying  out  our  instructions  to 
the  Superintendents  and  Inspector. 

Form  No.  I.  The  column,  persons  to  be  employed,  to  be  filled,  by  the  relieving 
officer  from  the  application  and  report  book,  entering  those  in  section  one  in  red 
ink.  The  application  and  report  book  to  state  the  maximum  amount  of  relief 
(meal)  to  be  given.  Under  “ day’s  work  ” is  to  be  stated  the  amount  of  work  to 
be  done  ; say  a child  or  hardy  old  man,  half  a day’s  work,  a man  not  very  strong, 
three-quarters  of  a day. 


Tuam  Union. 
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Tuam  Union. 


The  particulars  required  in  the  heading  of  Form  I.,  “ a day’s  work,”  are  to  be 
filled  by  the  Inspector,  as  quarries  varying  in  hardness  of  stone,  difficulty  of 
quarrying,  and  removal  of  stones  from  quarry ; the  form  to  be  signed  by  the 
relieving  officer,  and  sent  to  the  superintendent  in  charge  of  working  party  on 
the  Saturday  previous  to  the  work  commencing,  and  when  filled  by  that  officer 
under  work  performed  and  signed,  to  be  returned  to  relieving  officer  on  Monday 
after  the  week’s  work  has  been  performed.  By  the  total  days,  the  relieving 
officer  will  know  whether  he  is  to  give  the  relief  allowed  by  the  Guardians  in 
the  application  and  report  book,  or  a lesser  quantity,  in  proportion  to  the  work 
done,  placing  under  observations  the  quantity  given,  which  must  agree  with  the 
entry  in  the  relief  lists. 

Veiy  wet  days,  and  days  absent  on  account  of  sickness,  and  a very  few  old 
established  holidays,  not  deducted. 

Single  persons  allowed  half  a stone  of  meal  for  six  days’  work. 

The  cost  of  relief  to  the  largest  families  to  be  less  than  the  wages  of  the  inde- 
pendent labourer  ; and  every  male  member  of  a family  more  than  14  years  of  age, 
in  addition  to  the  head  of  the  family,  to  be  required  to  work. 

Form  No.  II.  The  Inspector’s  weekly  report. — The  Inspector  to  visit  the 
quarries  weekly,  measure  the  work,  and  see  if  it  agree  with  the  return  of  the 
Superintendents.  The  Vice-Guardians  also  to  inspect  the  works. 

The  arrangements  we  have  adopted  will,  we  are  inclined  to  think,  prove  as 
stringent  a test  as  even  that  of  the  workhouse. 

We  have  to  represent  the  necessity  of  the  Commissioners  obtaining  from  the 
British  Association,  a further  supply  of  funds  to  administer  relief  until  rates  can  be 
levied,  a sum  of  500?.  being  required  to  pay  the  balance  of  contractors’  claims  for. 
meal  supplied  for  out-door  relief  and  workhouse  during  the  period  we  have  had 
charge  of  the  Union. 


Enclosures  in  foregoing. 
Tuam  Union. 


Electoral  Division.  J 
Quarry. 

Superintendent. 

Stones  broken  this  week,  cubic 
yards. 

Ditto  from  last  account,  do. 
Total, 


A day’s  work  is  8 hours,  or 
cubic  feet  broken  stones, 
cubic  yards  quarried  stones, 
cubic  yards  of  stones  bar- 
rowed. 

yards. 


Letters  to  describe  Work. 

S.B.  Stone-breaking. 

Q.  Quarrying. 

B.  Barrowing. 

C.  Clearing.  . 

P.  Piling. 

S.  Sundries. 


Persons  Employed  for  Week  commencing 
Monday,  day  of  , 1848. 


No. 

Book. 


Work  Performed  for  the  Week  ending  Saturday, 
day  of  , 1848. 


Total 

Days. 


Observations. 


By  order  of  the  Board, 

Relieving  Office,.  Superintendent. 
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Form  II. 


Inspector  or  Scperintendent’s  Report  of  Work  done  in  Week  ending  day  of  , 1S4S. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  30,  1S48. 

I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  approval  of  the  steps  taken  for  enforce- 
ment of  the  rates,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a revising  valuator. 

The  Commissioners  are  much  gratified  by  the  improved  terms  of  the  existing 
contracts  as  compared  with  the  preceding  ones,  not  only  as  economizing  the 
expenditure,  but  as  showing  a restoration  of  confidence  in  the  solvency  of  the 
Union. 

I am  further  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the  arrangements 
made  for  baking  the  bread  used  for  consumption  in  the  workhouse,  and  also 
those  for  establishing  a labour  test  similar  to  that  adopted  previously  in  the  Kanturk  . 
Union. 

Application  has  been  already  made  to  the  British  Association  to  advance  the 
sum  mentioned  in  your  report,  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  in  the  Tuam  Union. 


Captain  Labalmondiere  to  the  Commissioners: — March  31,  184S. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a copy  of  your  order  authorizing 
the  administration  of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  this  Union,  which 
expires  on  the  5th  April  next,  and  requesting  my  observations  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  its  renewal. 

The  number  of  able-bodied  persons  and  their  families  in  receipt  of  out-door 
relief,  in  the  week  ending  March  25th,  was  67 61,  being  an  increase  as  com- 
pared with  tne  preceding  week  of  989.  Allowing  a proportionate  increase  for 
this  week,  it  may  be  assumed,  that  the  number  of  that  class  at  present  receiving 
out-door  relief,  is  77 50. 

In  the  workhouse  and  auxiliary  workhouse,  adapted  for  1150  persons,  there 
are  now  1151  inmates,  who  are,  as  far  as  possible,  able-bodied.  Keeping  in 
view  that  it  is  most  essential  to  retain  the  means  of  offering  the  workhouse  to 
applicants  for  relief,  and  actually  receiving  them  into  it  on  ,the  presentation  of 
their  tickets,  and  no  suitable  building  being  procurable  for  the  extension  of 
this  accommodation,  it  is  evident  that  the  indoor  accommodation  is  insufficient 
to  meet  the  amount  even  of  able-bodied  destitution,  and  that  the  immediate 
discontinuance  of  out-door  relief  to  this  class  would,  without  fail,  entail  the 
deaths  of  many.  The  Vice-Guardians  are  most  particular  in  granting  out-door 
relief ; they  investigate  each  case  personally  and  closely ; and  I should  say  that 
the  abuses  in  the  Union  are  comparatively  few,  and  these  would  materially 
decrease  were  they  enabled  by  an  additional  supply  of  tools  (for  which  appli- 
cation has  been  made)  to  carry  out  their  system  of  stone-breaking. 

I have  therefore  to  recommend  a renewal  of  your  order,  and  will  not  fail  to 
represent  to  you  as  soon  as  the  time  arrives,  when,  by  the  resumption  of  the 
spring  labour  and  drainage  operations,  it  may,  with  safety,  be  suspended. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  6,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  31st  ultimo,  relative  to  the  expediency  of  renewing  the 
Commissioners’  order,  authorizing  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Tuam  Union  to 
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afford  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  the  able-bodied  paupers  iu  that  Union, 
and  I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  issued  an  order  continuing 
out-door  relief  in  the  Tuam  Union  for  one  month,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the 
10th  Vic.  cap.  31.  » 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington  : — April  3,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith,  for  the 
information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  a copy  of  a report  which 
they  have  received  from  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Tuam  Union,  together  with 
a copy  of  a report  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  Captain  Labal- 
mondiere,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  relative  to  the  deaths  of  Michael 
Walsh  and  John  Lee,  in  that  Union. 

Enclosures. 

The  Vice- Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  29,  1848. 

Wk  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  22nd  instant,  relative 
to  the  deaths  of  Michael  Walsh  and  John  Lee,  in  the  Tuam  Union,  and  in  reference  thereto, 
we  have  to  observe,  that  Michael  Walsh,  (a  beggar,)  was  admitted  to  the  workhouse  on  the 
4th  January  last,  and  left  it  immediately  afterwards.  He  was  again  admitted  on  the  27th  of 
the  same  month  and  left  on  the  3rd  February.  He  made  a third  application  to  the  relieving 
officer  in  a few  days,  who  gave  him  another  provisional  ticket  of  admission  to  the  workhouse, 
but  was  not  admitted  in  consequence  of  the  workhouse  being  crowded.  The  master  endorsed 
the  fact  of  his  refusing  him  admission  on  the  back  of  the  ticket ; the  relieving  officer  then  gave 
him  some  provisional  relief,  but  he  died  before  the  next  day  of  distribution,  and  before  his  case 
was  reported  to  us.  The  relieving  officer  appears  to  have  acted  properly  in  the  matter. 

John  Lee,  who  died  on  the  3rd  instant,  was  travelling  from  the  county  Mayo  to  Moycullen, 
in  the  Galway  Union,  to  which  place  he  belonged.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  applied  to 
the  relieving  officer.  He  was  buried  by  our  directions,  and  his  wife  refused  to  remain  in  the 
workhousp. 


Captain  Labalmondiere  to  the  Commissioners: — March  29,  1848. 

I have  made  inquiries  into  the  circumstances  attending  the  deaths  of  two  men  named 
Michael  Walsh  and  John  Lee,  referred  to  in  your  letter,  dated  March  22,  which  enclosed  two 
reports  from  the  Sub-Inspector  of  Police  upon  the  subject,  and  subjoin  the  information  which 
I have  collected. 

Michael  Walsh  was  a beggar  from  the  electoral  division  of  Donaghpatrick,  in  this  Union. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  workhouse  on  a provisional  ticket  from  the  relieving  officer,  on  the 
4th  of  January,  but  left  it  almost  immediately.  He  was  again  admitted  on  the  27th  January, 
and  again  left  it.  on  the  3rd  of  February.  A few  days  afterwards,  the  relieving  officer  gave 
him  another  provisional  ticket  of  admission,  hut  he  was  not  taken  in,  the  master  having  marked 
upon  it  that  the  house  was  full.  The  officer  gave  him  some  meal,  but  he  died  before  the  next 
day  of  distribution. 

The  officer  appears  to  have  acted  properly  and  not  to  be  deserving  of  blame. 

John  Lee  was  a native  of  Moycullen,  six  miles  on  the  other  side  of  Galway,  to.wliich  place 
he  was  travelling  accompanied  by  his  wife,  from  some  part  of  the  county  Mayo ; he  does  not 
appear  ever  to  have  made  application  to  the  relieving  officer  here;  he  was  buried  bv  the 
Vice-Guardians  directions,  and  his  wife  refused  to  remain  in  the  house,  and  went  on  to 
Galway. 


Captain  Labalmondiere  to  the  Commissioners  : — May  6,  1848. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan  having  acquainted  me  that  he  waived  his  objections 
to  making  the  deposition  on  oath  required  by  you,  in  the  hopes  that  by  his  doing 
so  further  proceedings  .in  the  matter  of  the  arrears  of  poor-rate  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Archbishop  of  Tuam  may  be  rendered  unnecessary,  I appointed  to  day  at 
12  o clock  for  taking  such  deposition,  and  I have  the  honour  to  annex  the  answers 
returned  by  him  to  the  questions  asked,  which  queries  I had  prepared  before  hand, 
as  suggested  m your  letter  of  the  — April.  ' • 

Should  you  be  satisfied  with  this  statement  on  oath,  Mr.  Ryan  would  be  glad 
to  hear  from  you  himself  to  that  effect. 

You  will  observe  that  in  the  accounts  between  the  Archbishop  and  Mr.  Ryan, 
he  states  that  the  item  of  the  arrears  does  not  appear,  and  I inquired  particularly 
as  to  the  nature  of  their  accounts.  He  explained  that  that  they  consist  of  certain 
dues,  a portion  of  which  belongs  to  the  Archbishop,  and  the  remainder  to  himself 
and  others.  The  portion  belonging  to  the  former  he  pays  over  to  him,  returning 
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any  sum  which  he  may  have  advanced  for  the  Archbishop,  who  then  writes 
“ settled”  in  the  book. 

Thus  no  regular  debtor  and  creditor  account  appears  to  exist  between  them  in 
which  this  item  would  properly  be  found. 


Enclosure. 


Question. 

1.  Did  you,  as  administrator  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Archbishop  of  Tuam,  ever  pay  to 
the  late  Rate  Collector  Lally  a sum  of  3/., 
or  thereabouts,  being  the  amount  due  by  the 
said  Archbishop  for  poor-rates,  for  the  rate 
levied  in  this  Union  in  the  year  1842? 

2.  On  what  day  did  you  make  this  pay- 
ment ? 

3.  In  what  manner  did  you  make  it  ? 

4.  When  did  you  make  it  ? 

5.  Was  any  other  person  present  on  the 
occasion  besides  yourself  and  Lally  ? 

6.  The  rate  appears  to  have  amounted  to 
21.  15,?.  9d. ; did  the  collector  return  you  any 
change  ? 

7.  If  not,  why  not  ? 


8.  Did  he  give  you  any  acknowledgment 
for  this  sum  paid  by  you  ? 

9.  Did  you  ask  him  for  any  ? 


10.  Is  there  any  record  in  the  accounts 
between  the  Archbishop  and  yourself  of  any 
such  payment  having  been  made  by  you  and 
charged  to  him  ? 


Does  the  item  appear  in  any  book  of 
accounts^  between  the  Archbishop  and  yourself 
which  you  keep  ? 

11.  What  was  the  account  so  allowed  you, 
and  the  date  of  entry? 

12.  Will  you  produce  the  account  in  which 
this  item  appears  charged? 

13.  Are  you  aware  of  any  business  trans- 
actions having  taken  place  between  Mr.  Man- 
gen  and  the  late  Mr.  Lally? 

14.  Had  you  any  business  transactions  with 
Mr.  Mangen? 

15.  Were  the  accounts  between  yourself 
and  Mr.  Mangen,  and  between  Mr.  Mangen 
and  the  late  Mr.  Lally,  squared  the  one 
against  the  other  in  any  manner  ? 

16.  Had  you  any  private  business  trans- 
actions with  the  late  Mr.  Lally? 


Tuam , May  6,  184S. 
Answer. 

1.  I did. 


2.  I do  not  recollect  the  exact  date,  but  a 
very  short  time  before.  Lally ’s  decease. 

3.  In  notes. 

4.  In  my  own  room,  he  having  called  upon 
me. 

5.  None. 

6 and  7.  He  did  not ; he  stated  to  me  at 
the  time  that  he  knew  it  was  either  a few 
shillings  over  or  under  the  31.,  and  if  it  were 
more  he  would  advance  the  few  shillings  him- 
self, and  it  less  that  he  would  return  me  the 
difference. 

8.  No. 

9.  I have  no  distinct  recollection  that  I did, 
but  my  firm  conviction  is  that  I must  have 
done  so,  because  1 asked  him  subsequently  if 
the  sum  appeared  on  his  books  as  paid,  and 
I do  distinctly  remember  that  he  replied  that 
it  did. 

10.  The  Archbishop  himself  took  a note  of 
the  sum  advanced  by  me  for  the  rate  in  ques- 
tion at  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between 
himself  and  me,  which  settlement  took  place 
before  the  question  was  at  all  mooted  at  the 
meeting  at  which  it  appeared  from  the  collect- 
ing books  that  he  was  a defaulter,  and  at  that 
settlement  I received  credit  from  him  for  this 
payment. 

Not  that  I keep  ; but  the  fact  of  bis  taking 
a note  of  it  would  imply  that  he  has  probably 
registered  it  himself. 

1 1 . Three  pounds.  The  settlement  was  a 
few  days  before  Christmas,  and  I could  tell  it 
by  referring  to  my  books. 

12.  (Cancelled) 

D.  L. 

13.  I have  no  knowledge  of  such  except  by 
hearsay ; I never  was  present  at  any  such 
transactions. 

14.  Any  transactions  I have  had  with  him 
have  been  of  a private  nature,  and  have  no- 
thing whatever  1o  do  with  the  rate. 

15.  Never.  In  any  transactions  I have  had 
with  Mr.  Mangeu  the  rate  in  question  has 
been  connected  in  no  way  whatever,  either 
directly  or  indirectly. 

16.1  had  never  any  transaction  with  him 
except  the  payment  of  the  rate  in  question. 

The  Rev.  Sir.  Ryan  wishes  further  to  add 
that  he  paid  Lally  with  the  consent  and 
knowledge  of  the  Archbishop,  and  that  he  got 
credit  in  his  pecuniary  accounts  with  him  for 
the  same. 


Luke  Ryan,  R.  C.  C., 

Sworn  before  me,  this  6th  day  of  May,  1S48,  Tuam. 

D.  Labalmondiere, 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


6 12 


Tuam  Union. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Rev.  Luke  Ryan  -.—May  9,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  have  received  from  their  Inspector,  Captain  Labalmondiere,  a report 
accompanying  the  depositions  made  by  you  on  the  6th  instant,  relative  to  the 
arrears  of  poor-rates  charged  to  his  Grace  the  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  of 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  they  will  take  such  steps  as 
are  in  their  poiver  to  give  the  same  publicity  to  your  depositions,  as  was  given  to 
their  previous  correspondence  with  you  on  this  subject. 

The  Commissioners  are  informed  by  their  Inspector  that  previously  to  your 
consenting  to  make  the  depositions  referred  to,  the  Vice-Guardians  had  caused 
the  arrears  to  be  brought  into  the  rate  made  by  them  on  the  Tuam  electoral  divi- 
sion on  the  2nd  instant.  This  circumstance  will  enable  the  Archbishop  to  appeal 
against  the  rate  newly  assessed  on  him,  should  he  deem  it  right  to  do  so,  on  the 
ground  that  the  arrear  has  been  paid,  and  to  avail  himself  of  your  evidence  on  this 
point  before  the  Court  of  Appeal. 
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MULLINGAR  UNION. 


Mullingar  Union. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners: — February  9,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  report  that  yesterday  for  the  first  time  since  my  arrival 
in  this  Union,  as  temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  I met  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
and  from  all  that  came  under  my  observation  regret  to  say  I cannot  state 
anything  favourable  to  their  proceedings. 

The  relieving  officers  have  been  permitted,  except  in  two  instances,  to  dispense 
relief  to  the  able-bodied  paupers  without  any  test  in  the  way  of  stone-breaking 
as  prescribed;  and  in  the  case  of  the  populous  district  of  Mullingar  money 
instead  of  food  has  been  given.  I directed  the  attention  of  Mr.  Inspector 
Flanagan  to  this  circumstance,  who  pronounced  the  proceeding  highly  improper 


and  illegal. 

Stone-breaking  is  very  unpopular  with  most  of  the  Guardians ; and  Mr. 
Tuite  of  Sonna,  by  far  the  most  influential  gentleman  in  Westmeath,  stated  that 
no  one  would  permit  materials  to  be  taken  from  a quarry  or  elsewhere,  and 
that  the  Commissioners  were  not  decided  in  enforcing  such  employment,  at 
least  so  I understood  him.  An  elected  Guardian,  Mr.  Thomas  Glennon  said, 
were  I to  attend  a divisional  meeting  and  insist  on  stone-breaking,  I should  take 
care  of  myself  travelling  late  at  night,  or  words  to  that  effect.  ^ Want  of  imple- 
ments is  an  excuse  with  some  for  not  employing  the  able-bodied  as  required ; 
and  others  say  that  the  scanty  allowance  of  food  provided  is  insufficient  to  enable 
a man  to  work ; but  that  is  entirely  owing  to  the  arrangement  of  the  Guardians, 
who  curtail  it  within  what  was  permitted  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act.  I 
should  be  provided  with  a special  instruction  to  remove  any  doubts  in  the  mind 
of  Mr.  Tuite  as  to  the  Commissioners’  determination  as  to  stone-breaking  or 
cleaning  roads,  and  how  tools  are  to  be  provided  from  the  several  depots 
belonging  to  the  Board  of  Works.  . 

I found  yesterday  that  the  collectors  were  behind  in  their  collection  better 
than  800/.,  from  negligence  or  dishonesty ; and  that  about  200/.  was  in  jeopardy 
from  one  cause  or  another,  but  principally  from  insufficiency  in  their  sureties. 
This  class  of  persons  and  the  relieving  officers  I must  overhaul  with  the  utmost 
precision  as  fast  as  I can. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  assembled  yesterday  about  1 1 or  half-past  11  o clock, 
and  although,  as  far  as  I could  collect,  the  Union  would  still  be  in  debt  about 
800/.,  even  if  the  whole  of  the  last  rate  were  available,  a rate  only  was  struck 
throughout  the  Union  for  sums  varying  from  2s.  4 d.  to  Sd.  in  the  pound,  being 
one-third  of  the  estimate  provided  by  the  clerk,  which  included  14,675/.,  amount 
of  rates  struck  for  expenses  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  and  3000/  lor 
additional  workhouse  accommodation.  As  the  out-door  relief  was  estimated  at 
300/.,  and  the  in-door,  with  expense  of  establishment,  at  150/.  per  week,  the 
inadequacy  of  the  amount  decided  on  by  the  Guardians  is  very  manifest,  and 
calls  for  the  interference  of  the  Commissioners.  Perhaps  the  sum  in  the  clerk  s 
estimate,  varying  from  7s.  to  2s.,  might  be  hard  to  get  in,  but  less  than  halt  their 
amount  would  be  absurd  to  think  of.  . , 

From  the  embarrassed  condition  of  the  Union  from  debt  accumulating,  and. 
the  refusal  of  the  Treasurer  to  make  any  further  advances  unless  some  decided 
step  be  taken,  matters  must  come  to  a stand  still. 

The  attendance  of  the  Guardians  only  once  a week,  and  the  short  time  that 
is  °iven  to  transact  business,  render  what  is  done  imperfect,  I much  tear, 
especially  as  regards  the  system  of  out-door  relief,  which  I have  not  had  tone  or 
sufficient  experience  to  fully  investigate,  but  which  I shall  attend  to  with  the 
utmost  vigilance,  comnjencing  to-morrow  to  go  through  the  several  divisions, 
and  attend  the  meetings  of  the  local  committees. 

All  idea  of  additional  workhouse  accommodation  has  been  abandoned  tor  the 
present,  either  for  permanent  or  temporary  purposes,  the  impression  being  that 
the  potato  will  soon  be  restored  as  the  food  of  the  people ; or  that  some  other 
means  than  poors  rate  shall  be  adopted  by  the  Legislature  for  the  maintenance 

°*  As  regards  the  striking  of  a sufficient  rate,  the  employment  of  the  able- 
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Mullingar  Union,  bodied  getting  out-door  relief,  and  the  mode  of  providing  tools,  require  imme- 
diate attention. 

The  interior  economy  of  the  Union  house,  which  I carefully  inspected, 
appears  very  good  indeed. 

This  my  first  report  is  necessarily  imperfect,  from  the  short  time  I have  been 
here ; but  any  instructions  I may  get  shall  be  duly  attended  to  as  to  those  to  be 
rendered  for  the  future. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  14,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  that  you  will  furnish 
them  with  an  estimate  of  the  numbers  required  of  the  several  implements 
necessary  for  the  employment  of  able-bodied  paupers  in  the  Mullingar  Union, 
when  such  estimate  will  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Works  with  an  application  for 
them. 

The  Commissioners  expect  the  Guardians  will  use  every  exertion  to  carry 
out  the  condition  in  the  sealed  order  requiring  every  able-bodied  man  who 
receives  relief  to  give  his  time  and  labour  in  return  for  it ; and  the  Commis- 
sioners will  on  no  consideration  permit  such  labour  to  be  applied  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  land. 

Relief  given  in  money  to  persons  relieved  under  the  second  section  is  illegal, 
and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  auditor  to  disallow  it  in  the  Union  accounts.  The 
auditor’s  attention  has  been  called  to  the  illegal  expense  which  has  taken  place 
in  this  respect. 

If  the  Guardians  are  unable  or  reluctant  to  carry  into  execution  the  existing 
laws  in  accordance  with  the  intention  of  the  statutes,  and  ivith  the  regulations 
of  the  Commissioners,  the  Commissioners  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  con- 
sidering their  responsibility  under  the  18th  section  of  the  Extension  Act,  and 
they  wish  you  so  to  inform  the  Guardians. 

As  regards  the  new  rate  the  Commissioners  have  addressed  the  Guardians. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners: — February  16,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  during  the  last  three  days  of  the  week 
ended  the  12th  instant,  I visited  the  offices  of  the  relieving  officers  of  the 
electoral  divisions  of  Piercetown,  Ballynacarrigy,  and  Multyfarnham. 

In  the  first  named,  I found  the  relieving  officer  had  only  the  assistance  of 
one  Guardian— that  a very  scanty  allowance  of  food  without  any  labour-test 
was  administered  to  great  numbers  of  the  able-bodied,  and  said  Guardian 
inserted  the  amount  of  relief  and  initialed  the  Application  and  Report  Book 
lor  that  and  the  adjoining  electoral  division  of  Rathconrath.  I pointed  out  the 
illegality  of  such  proceeding,  and  a promise  of  amendment  was  made. 

At  Ballynacarrigy  a more  liberal  system  was  pursued  to  a very  heavy  list  of 
persons  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Tuite,  of  Sonna,  a very  large  pro- 
prietor, and  ex-officio  Guardian,  assisted  by  rate-payers.  He  resists  most 
strenuously  the  test  of  breaking  stones,  and  declared  his  determination  not  to. 
permit  what  had  been  attended  under  the  Labour  Rate  Act  with  so  demora- 
lizing a tendency,  as  the  congregation  of  large  numbers  of  persons  at  useless 
work;  and  that  no  materials  should  be  supplied  from  ofT  any  of  his  estates  for 
such  a purpose;  that  it  was  far  better  to  give  a short  supply  of  food,  and  leave 
the  recipients  at  home.  I stated  that  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied 
W1-  t^.u,  e™pl°yment  was  illegal,  and  that  the  whole  amount  so  expended 
might  be  disaHowed  when  an  audit  of  the  accounts  of  the  Union  should  be 

At  Multyfarnham  I found  a far  different  state  of  things;  the  whole  of  the 
s ric  o eny,  of  which  it  forms  a part,  through  the  attention  and  vigilance 
of  one  of  the  Guardians  especially,  having  few  able-bodied  on  their  lists,  from 
insisting  on  employment  as  a test  from  the  onset;  and  my  visit  was  for  the 
purpose  of  discountenancing  the  efforts  made  to  resist  it,  and  to  induce  the 
arge  ra  e-payers  to  take  a few  additional  hands  into  their  employment  in 
preference  to  paying  a heavy  rate  without  any  return  or  benefit. 

On  the  14th  instant  I attended  at  the  workhouse  to  inspect  the  relieving 
officers-  books,  and  see  how  far  the  clerk  was  complying  -with  Article  8 in  Nos. 
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1 and  2 of  the  General  Order  of  the  25th  October,  1S47.  With  the  exception  Mullingar  Union. 

of  those  of  Rathconnell,  Collinstown,  and  Leny  districts  I found  the  books  very  

badly  kept,  which  I must  attribute  in  a great  measure  to  the  want  of  proper 
supervision  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians,  who  assemble  but  once  a week,  and 
after  much  discussion  have  little  time  for  actual  business,  so  much  so  that  the 
first  day  I attended  their  meeting  there  was  nothing  whatever  done  regarding 
them.  No.  1 of  Article  8 in  one  district  had  never  been  complied  with,  and 
others  only  partially  ; but  No.  2 regularly  attended  to  by  the  clerk.  So  bad  a 
beginning  has  been  made  that  much  time  will  be  requisite  I fear  to  establish  a 
better  system. 

Yesterday,  the  15th  instant,  I met  the  Board  of  Guardians,  who  assembled 
numerously,  and  after,  as  usual,  much  loss  of  time  in  discussing  and  moving 
resolutions,  the  main  point  was  come  to,  the  making  provision  by  the  way  of 
rate,  when  a Committee  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath  was 
named  to  meet  on  Thursday  (to-morrow)  to  prepare  an  amended  estimate  of 
the  amount  required  for  the  next  six  months,  omitting  any  sum  for  additional 
workhouse  accommodation,  or  the  repayment  of  advances  under  the  Temporary 
Relief  Act,  to  be  submitted  for  final  decision  the  ensuing  Board-day.  The 
relieving  officers’  books  were  very  partially  gone  through,  and  I could  not 
succeed  in  having  a second  day  named  for  the  despatch  of  business,  one  only 
in  the  week  being  quite  insufficient. 

The  Union  is  now  better  than  1200?.  in  debt,  and  only  about  700?.  to  be 
collected  of  last  rate,  of  which  200?.  is  thought  to  be ; difficult  of  realising. 

The  delay  of  finally  deciding  on  a rate  for  current  expenses  must  be  attended 
with  embarrassment,  as  by  the  time  a new  rate  can  now  be  in  the  course  of 
collection  the  haggards  of  the  small  rate-payers  null  have  been  emptied  of 
their  contents. 

I told  the  Guardians  that  I was  prepared  to  forward  an  estimate  of  tools, 
and  requested  to  be  supplied  with  returns  of  what  each  relief  district  required, 
and  warned  them  of  the  danger  of  persisting  in  applying  no  labour-test  in  re- 
lieving the  able-bodied  out  of  doors,  and  I trust  with  some  effect. 

In  a large  Union  like  this  without  continuous  exertion  on  the  part  of 
Guardians  I do  not  see  how  business  is  to  be  carried  on  with  any  degree  of 
system  or  economy,  to  say  nothing  of  the  demoralization  the  want  of  it  must 
entail. 

I have  had  all  the  collectors  summoned  to  attend  this  day,  and  shall  care- 
fully go  through  their  books. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners: — Febnutry  23,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  state,  that  in  the  course  of  last  week  I investigated  the 
accounts  of  six  collectors  of  districts,  and  the  result  lias  been  that  three  of 
them  were  able  to  show  they  had  performed  their  duty  as  far  as  practicable, 
and  very  nearly  completed  their  collections,  and  two  have  subsequently  come 
in  and  made  a final  settlement  of  their  accounts.  The  Newtown  collector, 
Hugh  Cary,  said,  if  he  were  permitted  lie  would  satisfactorily  clear  up  the 
sum  given  him  to  get  in,  but  being  recommended  for  dismissal  it  precluded 
his  making  further  progress.  He  showed  by  returns  that  166/.  had  not  yet 
come  into  his  hands.  Three  collectors  who  were  summoned  by  the  clerk  to 
come  in  have  not  done  so,  and  therefore  steps  shall  be  taken  to  enforce  their 
appearance. 

I do  not  think  sufficient  care  has  been  taken  to  appoint  efficient  collectors, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  instructions  contained  in  circular  of  26th  October, 
1847,  being  only  partially  acted  on,  I could  not  detect  whether  any  of  the  men 
who  came  before  me  had  been  retaining  money  in  their  hands  longer  than  they 
should. 

On  Thursday  the  17th  I attended  a Committee  of  Guardians  appointed  to 
frame  an  estimate  for  a six  months’  rate,  to  be  submitted  for  adoption  next 
Board-day.  My  doing  so  was  at  the  request  of  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath. 
The  Committee  was  most  painstaking  in  the  performance  of  their  undertaking, 
and  took  into  account  the  repayment  of  the  advances  under  the  Temporary 
Relief  Act,  the  amount  of  which  I was  enabled  to  give  them  from  my  former 
connexion  with  the  Union.  The  Committee  had  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with 
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Mullingar  Union,  their  clerk,  Mr.  Coffey,  from  his  apparent  reluctance  to  give  the  information 
required  of  him,  and  much  of  what  he  imparted  having  been  found  erroneous; 
I was  obliged  to  interpose  and  express  my  disapprobation  of  a paid  officer  ex- 
hibiting caprice  or  apathy  with  those  placed  in  authority  over  him.  He  is  an 
intelligent  man,  and  understands,  I am  convinced,  the  duties  he  has  to  perform ; 
and  why  he  should  have  forgotten  himself  I cannot  tell  except  that  he  has  been 
left  too  much  to  his  own  arrangements,  and  the  consequence  attending  it,  the 
creation  of  self-importance. 

I have  been  attending  to  the  workhouse,  and  shall  lose  no  time  in  carrying 
out  the  instructions  contained  in  circulars  of  the  12th  instant,  and  of  12th 
December,  1S47. 

On  Monday  the  21st  the  Board  assembled,  instead  of  their  usual  day, 
Tuesday,  owing  to  assize  business  interfering.  After  the  routine  business  had 
been  disposed  of,  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  frame  an  estimate 
of  expenses  of  rate  for  six  months  was  submitted,  and  a rate  was  accordingly 
struck  varying  from  4s.  3d.  to  2d.  in  the  pound,  making  better  than  20,000/. 
Your  letter  to  me  in  reply  to  my  report  of  the  9th  instant  had  a very  bene- 
ficial influence  in  hastening  this  necessary  step,  although  the  progressive 
embarrassments  of  the  Union  ought  to  be  a sufficient  stimulus. 

I attended  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  yesterday,  consisting  of  three 
members  only,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  duties  prescribed  in  articles 
8 and  9 of  the  General  Order  for  out-door  relief ; and  with  the  exception  of 
the  books  of  three  relieving  officers  saw  nothing  I could  approve  of.  The  re- 
lieving officers’  Application  and  Report  Book  for  Killare  district  was  so  im- 
perfect, that  out  of  upwards  of  1000  persons  getting  relief,  only  two  cases  came 
under  the  1st  section  of  the  Act,  and  all  the  rest  under  the  2nd,  from  the  want 
of  sufficient  information  in  each  instance^  There  was  hardly  any  date  of  ad- 
mission to  relief,"  and  the  initialing  was  done  by  a Guardian  of  the  district, 
without  any  one  registry  having  been  made.  Instead  of  the  clerk  registering 
himself,  as  required  by  No.  1 of  Article  8,  that  part  of  his  office  is  left  to  two 
pauper  boys  and  the  relieving  officers,  and,  consequently,  no  accuracy  can  be 
expected.  In  the  Application  and  Report  Book  referred  to  there  was  an  ex- 
traordinary entry,  being  the  name  of  a man  as  a pauper  who  had  a claim  for 
car-hire,  which  was  paid  by  direction  of  a Guardian  (Mr.  Kelly)  as  pro- 
visional relief.  In  fact  the  whole  of  the  books  of  six  districts  would  require 
the  'most  careful  revision  if  the  Guardians  could  be  got  to  do  so.  I was  in 
dismay  on  seeing  how  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  specimen  folio  of  the 
Application  and  Relief  Books,  the  accuracy  of  which  I now  perceive  is  so 
requisite  for  the  adoption  of  the  relieving  officers  and  Guardians. 

Of  the  nine  relief  districts  there  is  no  labour-test  in  six  ; and  all  I can  say 
and  do,  has  up  to  this,  effected  no  amendment. 

No.  2 of  Article  8 is  the  only  one  perfectly  attended  to.  As  to  entering  into 
the  particulars  of  the  defects  I perceived,  they  are  far  too  numerous  to  detail, 
and  without  a careful  revision  of  all  the  defective  books,  they  are  calculated  to 
lead  to  the  greatest  abuses. 

The . districts  more  than  six  miles  from  the  workhouse  have  never  had 
Committees  nominated  to  perform  the  duties  required  under  section  6,  and  the 
Guardians  of  them  take  upon  themselves  the  management,  even  in  some 
instances  to  the  initialing  of  the  Application  and  Relief  Books. 

I have  been  at  the  Guardians  to  arrange  so  that  meetings  from  day  to  day 
should  take  place  until  everything  was  put  in  proper  working  order,  otherwise 
nothing  short  of  a dissolution  of  their  body  might  be  expected.  This  has 
caused  an  anxiety  on  their  part  to  alter  their  course,  and  to-morrow  I am 
invited  to  attend  a meeting,  when  arrangements  that  ought  to  have  been  made 
long  ago  are  to  be  entered  into  to  establish  a uniform  system  of  relief  and 
labour-test  throughout  the  Union,  hasten  the  filling  of  the  rate-books,  and 
to  attend  in  every  respect  strictly  to  law  and  orders  providing  for  out-door 
relief. 

I think  the  Guardians  are  now  serious,  otherwise  the  sooner  some  change  be 
made  the  better,  or  the  worst  consequences  may  be  expected.  I was  called  on 
yesterday  at  the  workhouse  by  Mr.  Middleton  Berry,  one  of  the  largest  pro- 
prietors in  the  Union,  and  high  sheriff  of  the  county,  who  having  been  for  some 
time  away  requested  to  know  how  the  system  of  out-door  relief  was  being 
carried  on.  I told  him  as  yet  nothing  could  be  worse,  and  that  I greatly 
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feared  a change  should  be  made  that  would  not  be  agreeable  to  the  Board,  Mullingar  Union, 
as  the  law  should  be  carried  out  by  some  means  or  other,  and  as  yet  I met  — 
with  no  support  in  the  execution  of  the  office  I was  appointed  to.  He  told  me 
he  was  favourable  to  a paid  Board,  conceiving  that  the  Guardians  would  never 
give  the  time  and  attention  required  of  them,  and  that  I might,  in  communi- 
cating with  the  Commissioners,  make  use  of  his  name ; his  agent  was  with 
him,  a very  intelligent  man  of  business,  and  he  perfectly  concurred  in  opinion 
with  him.  I must  say  if  to-morrow’s  intended  meeting  at  the  Court-house  be 
not  productive  of  good,  anything  I can  do,  circumstanced  as  at  present,  can 
avail  nothing. 

The  out-door  relief  came  last  week  to  315/.,  and  this  to  a great  extent 
owing  to  want  of  a labour-test.  As  far  as  the  workhouse  can  accommodate 
the  test  has  proved  most  beneficial,  for  out  of  40  persons  offered  admission  on 
Wednesday  the  16th  instant,  only  18  availed  themselves  of  it. 

If  I find  there  is  not  a hearty  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians  to  act 
legally  for  the  future,  I shall  lose  no  time  in  making  a communication  to  that 
effect. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  1,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  the  clerk  an 
explanation  of  his  conduct  towards  the  Committee  of  Guardians  appointed  to 
frame  the  estimate  for  a new  rate,  which  the  Commissioners  have  under  their 
consideration. 

The  Commissioners  await  your  further  report  as  to  the  exertions  of  the 
Guardians,  and  their  disposition  to  act  in  conformity  with  the  order  issued  by 
the  Commissioners  for  their  guidance  and  control. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  2,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  report,  that  during  the  last  four  days  of  the  week  ended  the 
26th  ultimo,  besides  directing  my  attention  a good  deal  to  the  interior  manage- 
ment of  the  workhouse,  I had  several  interviews  with  some  of  the  principal 
Guardians,  almost  all  of  whom  were  in  attendance  at  the  Court-house  here,  as 
magistrates  or  jurors  during  the  assizes,  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  them  to 
attend  to  the  instructions  for  carrying  out  the  law  in  the  administration  of  out- 
door relief  under  the  Extension  Act,  and  especially  to  what  related  to  having  a 
labour-test  for  the  able-bodied ; as  out  of  twenty-six  electoral  divisions  there 
were  only  six  of  them  in  which  any  attempt  was  made  in  the  shape  of  employ- 
ment as  required,  and  consequently  the  expenditure  far  exceeded  what  other- 
wise should  be.  The  apprehension  that  a dissolution  of  their  body  would  take 
place,  unless  what  I pointed  out  should  be  attended  to,  appeared  to  influence 
them  a good  deal ; and  a promise  of  amendment  was  given  that,  I regret  to  say, 
has  not  been  followed  up,  and  in  fact  I now  see  a radical  change  in  the 
whole  system  of  transacting  business  in  the  Union  is  quite  indispensable. 

Every  Monday  the  relieving  officers  are  in  attendance  on  the  clerk,  who 
appears  to  have  observed  strictly  enough  the  further  duties  required  of  him, 
so  far  as  numbers  2 and  4 of  Article  8,  in  the  general  order  for  out-door 
relief,  go,  but  has  left  altogether  the  performance  of  number  1 to  the  relieving 
officers,  and  one  or  two  pauper  boys,  who  write  for  him  •,  and  last  Board-day  I 
discovered  that  the  fresh  cases  of  application  for  relief,  in  some  instances  were 
entered  by  anticipation  in  the  out-door  register,  without  his  appearing  to  be 
aware  of  it,  before  the  decision  of  the  Guardians  could  be  obtained  and  con- 
firmed by  the  initials  of  the  chairman.  Number  3 is  generally  disposed  of 
by  the  Committees  in  the  districts  more  than  six  miles  off,  and  in  one  case  by 
the  Guardian  of  a division  within  that  distance,  and  initialed  by  him  without 
stating  the  nature  and  duration  of  relief,  or  the  date  of  order.  I pointed  out 
this  to  Mr.  Flanagan,  who  highly  disapproved  of  it,  also,  that  the  chairman  of 
the  Board  had  sometimes  deputed  Guardians  to  affix  his  initials  for  him,  which 
Mr.  Flanagan  equally  disapproved  of. 

In  the  further  proceedings  of  the  Guardians,  under  Article  9 of  said  general 
order,  no  examination  of  the  books  required  by  number  2 takes  place,  conse- 
quently the  relieving  officers  have  no  check  placed  on  them  as  to  the  amount 
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Mullingar  Union,  charged  in  the  relief  lists,  and  it  is  too  much  to  expect  that  some  adv  antage  has 
not  been  taken  of  it.  . , . ...  , , 

The  Guardians  are  not  assembled  for  business  until  half-past  11  or  12  o clock 
on  Tuesdays,  and  then  there  is  so  much  clatter  and  discussion  that  when  the 
books  of  the  relieving  officers  are  produced  the  day  is  far  spent,  and  those  who 
have  8 10  and  12  miles  to  return  home  are  anxious  to  be  off  before  mght  sets 
in  ; and  the  result  is,  that  some  of  the  books  are  partially  disposed  of,  and  the 
persons  to  whom  they  belong  are  obliged  to  attend  the  following  day  at  some 
place  for  the  distribution  of  food,  without  being  duly  authorized  in  every  case. 
I find  the  columns  for  provisional  relief  are  used  for  ordinary  cases  of  affording 
aid,  instead  of  extraordinary  ones,  and  the  books  altogether  so  filled  up  as  to 
render  a due  classification  of  paupers  in  the  statistical  portion  of  the  out-door 
relief  list  quite  out  of  the  question.  Without  new  books  altogether,  I do  not 
see  what  can  be  done  to  remedy  those  at  present  in  use.  The  books  were  not 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  relieving  officers  in  time,  and  when  the  pressure 
•came  all  was  hurry  and  confusion,  and  the  headings  of  the  columns  quite  un- 
attended to. 

I have  over  and  over  stated  that  the-  auditor  would  disallow  ail  sums 
illegally  disbursed,  and  that  the  parties  signing  the  checks  would  be  held 
accountable. 

As  a specimen  of  the  slovenly  mode  in  which  business  is  transacted,  on  my 
reaching  the  workhouse  on  Saturday  last,  I found  eight  pauper  boys  occupying 
the  clerk’s  office,  the  Board-room,  and  the  relieving  officer’s  apartment,  copying 
rate-books  without  the  superintendence  of  the  revising  valuator  or  the  clerk ; 
and  had  to  direct  the  porter  to  keep  the  Board-room  tree  of  such  intruders,  as 
it  was  for  the  special  use  of  the  Guardians,  and  should  not  be  in  the  littered 
filthy  state  I found  it  in. 

Mr.  Lyons,  one  of  the  Guardians,  a most  excellent  man  of  business,  under- 
took to  place  matters  on  a sound  footing  by  attendance  from  day  to  day,  in 
overhauling  the  books,  and . fixing  the  places  in  each  division  for  the  employ- 
ment of  the  able-bodied,  and  last  Board-day  did  so  as  to  the  latter,  as  far  as  he 
could  obtain  information  from  those  present;  but  from  the  apathy  displayed  by 
some,  I suppose  he  felt  he  could  not  proceed  satisfactorily,  from  his  disappear- 
ance early  in  the  day,  and  my  not  having  seen  or  heard  of  him  since. 

A muster  of  the  paupers  of  these  divisions  of  the  Union  was  made  by  a 
Committee  on  Tuesday  last,  in  consequence,  I believe,  of  its  having  been  stated 
that  prior  to  the  present  master  coming  into  office  the  register  was  neglected, 
inasmuch  as  upwards  of  a hundred  persons  who  appeared  on  it,  and  were  no 
longer  inmates  of  the  house,  had  no  entry  in  the  last  column  after  their  names, 
as  to  the  date  of  death,  or  leaving  the  workhouse,  recorded.  Some  names 
were  found  on  the  relief  lists  which  could  not  be  accounted  for,  two  of  whom 
the  master  admitted  were  not  in  the  house.  I followed  up  the  inquiry  yester- 
day, assisted  by  a few  Guardians,  and  shall  report  the  result  when  I have  fully 
investigated  the  matter.  It  appears  the  master  has  not  been  in  the  habit  of 
calling  the  roll  as  required  by  No.  5,  of  Article  62,  prescribing  his  duties. 

The  collectors  have  not  been  looked  after  in  the  mode  pointed  out  in  the 
last  order  regarding  them,  and  consequently  the  wholesome  check  provided  by 
it  has  not  been  exercised. 

To  show  the  little  interest  that  is  taken  by  some  of  the  Guardians  as  to  what 
is  passing  in  a matter  that  should  so  immediately  interest  them,  there  are  six 
Guardians — three  ex-officio  and  three  elective — in  the  Mullingar  division,  four 
of  whom  I have  never  met  at  any  meetings  of  the  Board  since  I came  here, 
one  only  twice,  and  but  one  who  gives  regular  attendance. 

I forwarded  a requisition  for  implements  on  the  17th  ultimo,  as  required  by 
your  letter  to  me  in  reply  to  my  first  report,  and  have  had  no  reply,  owing,  I 
suppose,  to  the  Board  of  Works  not  having  authorized  the  supply ; and  not 
being  able  to  meet  the  demands  for  them,  a pretext  is  furnished  in  some  places 
that  the  labour-test  cannot  be  put,  not  having  the  means  of  providing  them,  the 
Union  being  involved  in  debt. 

It  will  be  some  time  before  a rate  can  be  in  the  course  of  collection,  and  in 
consequence  of  provision  in  that  way  not  having  been  made  early  in  the  year, 
the  difficulty  of  getting  it  in  must  be  greatly  increased.  There  is  now  due  to 
the  treasurer  351/.,  and  he  will  not  advance  beyond  that  amount.  The  Hiber- 
nian bank  here  has  cheques  for  264/.,  and  the  National  156/.,  for  which  there  is 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  979 

no  provision.  The  debts  to  contractors  and  officers  of  the  establishment  must  Mullingar  Union, 
amount  to  a good  round  sum.  I asked  the  clerk  for  a statement  of  the  liabilities  — 
of  the  Union  up  to  this,  but  he  said  it  would  take  him  some  time  to  make  it 
out.  In  fact,  his  own  business  as  shopkeeper  absorbs  too  much  of  the  time  he 
should  devote  to  his  office. 

I can  effect  but  little  good  except  to  give  my  attention  as  much  as  possible  to 
the  workhouse  as  to  its  interior  economy,  and  detect  and  report  any  abuses  I 
may  discover  in  the  absence  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  Guardians. 

The  Guardians  are  highly  respectable  as  a body ; but  unless  they  are  willing 
and  able  to  give  the  time  required  for  the  increased  duties  the  Extension  Act 
imposes  on  them,  there  can  be  no  regularity  or  strict  administration  of  the 
law.  Two  large  proprietors  and  ex-officio  Guardians  expressed  to  me  their 
viewing  favourably  having  the  business  of  the  Union  conducted  by  paid 
Guardians,  and  I cannot  see  myself  how  it  can  otherwise  be  effected ; and  in 
so  large  a one,  experienced  and  efficient  men  would  be  needed. 

My  decided  opinion  is,  that  matters  can  no  longer  go  on  here  without  the 
greatest  embarrassment  resulting,  if  paid  Guardians  be  not  appointed  forthwith ; 
as  neither  sufficient  time  nor  attention  can  be  expected  from  the  present  Board, 
from  my  experience  since  my  arrival  here. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  8,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  report  that  during  the  last  three  days,  in  week  ended  the 
4th  instant,  I was  engaged  in  the  muster  of  the  paupers  of  the  workhouse,  and 
in  comparing  the  relief  list  with  the  register,  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  the 
whole  of  the  latter  had  been  neglected  by  the  former  master  and  his  successor, 
and  on  Monday  last  I was  enabled  to  complete  this  most  necessary  step.  I 
found  the  names  of  13  persons  on  the  relief  list  who  were  not  forthcoming — 
three  of  whom  it  was  generally  admitted  had  not  been  in  the  house  for 
upwards  of  a year  ; and  that  there  were  220  cases  on  the  register  which  had 
not  been  marked  off  as  having  died  or  left  the  workhouse,  being  no  longer 
inmates.  Some  of  the  13  persons  on  the  relief  list  the  master  mentioned  yes- 
terday he  would  be  able  to  account  for,  but  did  not  do  so.  I found  there  has 
been  great  neglect  as  to  keeping  the  register  by  the  present  master,  observing 
several  columns  under  the  head  of  Religious  Denomination  without  any  entry, 
and  in  every  case  the  townland  omitted,  the  electoral  division  only  being 
named. 

From  the  difficulty  of  getting  the  paupers  arranged  by  the  divisions  they 
belonged  to,  and  to  answer  their  names,  with  the  great  want  of  personal 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  master  and  his  assistants,  whether  parties  were 
in  hospital  or  otherwise,  it  struck  me  that  the  roll  call  must  be  quite  in  disuse  ; 
and  on  making  inquiry,  I found  that  Article  14,  No.  5 of  Article  62,  and  No.  4 
of  Article  63,  workhouse  rules,  had  never  been  in  the  slightest  degree  attended 
to  by  the  master  and  matron  since  their  appointment  to  the  establishment ; 
hence  the  want  of  familiarity  with  names  and  the  tediousness  of  bringing  the 
inmates  together  by  divisions,  and  to  get  them  to  answer  when  called. 

This  matter  I submitted  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  yesterday,  who  said  that 
calling  the  roll  was  so  essential  a part  of  the  duties  to  be  performed  that  they 
never  for  a moment  could  consider  that  it  would  be  neglected,  and  conse- 
quently no  inquiry  had  been  made  regarding  it.  On  reference  to  the  Visiting 
Committee’s  Report  Book,  I found  that  since  the  26th  January,  1847,  the 
house  has  only  been  visited  twice,  and  the  queries  then  only  partially  answered ; 
indeed  from  the  short  time  devoted  to  business,  and  the  confusion  occasioned 
by  each  Guardian  endeavouring  to  have  what  immediately  interests  himself 
brought  forward,  this  important  duty  has  been  overlooked. 

Your  instructions  contained  in  Circular  No.  123,  Miscellaneous,  of  February 
12,  1848,  to  Temporary  Inspectors,  is  very  explicit ; and  in  going  over  the 
workhouse  rules  in  my  inspections,  the  calling  of  the  roll  was  part  of  them  I 
never  for  a moment  could  suppose  was  neglected,  until  by  the  muster  I made, 
assisted  one  day  only  by  a few  members  of  the  Board,  made  it  manifest  there 
was  gross  neglect  in  that  respect.  The  master  and  matron  appear  to  have 
gone  on  as  they  learned  their  predecessors  had  done,  instead  of  looking  to  the 
rules. 
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I feel  I am  to  blame  myself  in  not  looking  to  this  before,  but  coming  here 
•without  any  previous  knowledge  of  the  management  of  a workhouse,  all 
appeared  to  be  going  on  well  until  I directed  my  attention  to  details. 

In  endeavouring  to  get  the  Guardians  in  the  first  instance  to  carry  out  the 
instructions  contained  in  the  General  Order  for  out-door  relief,  together  with 
Circulars,  my  attention  was  principally  absorbed  in  that  way.  They  com- 
menced badly  from  suffering  the  pressure  to  come  on  them  without  due  pre- 
paration, and,  I may  say,  nothing  has  been  righted  yet.  Places  have  been 
named  in  the  several  divisions  for  breaking  stones,  but  no  organized  system  of 
carrying  it  into  effect  adopted,  such  as  the  procuring  materials  and  conveyance 
thereof,  determining  the  amount  of  labour  of  the  different  classes  of  adult 
males,  and  a scale  of  rations  throughout  the  Union  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  dependents  of  each  able-bodied  pauper.  There  is  a disinclination  to  appoint 
a more  respectable  class  of  persons  as  overseers  of  labour,  at  10s.  a-week — 5s. 
and  6s.,  being  generally  the  amount  of  remuneration,  does  not  insure  an 
efficient  supervision.  The  excuse  of  want  of  implements  no  longer  exists,  as  I 
obtained  an  order  from  the  Board  of  Works  on  the  3rd  instant,  in  compliance 
with  my  requisition  of  the  17th  ultimo.  I have  only  been  called  on  yet  for 
them  by  one  division,  but  have  named  to-morrow  specially,  for  all  requiring 
them  to  come  for  what  they  want. 

I must  now  particularly  call  your  attention  to  the  embarrassments  this  Union 
is  fast  getting  into  from  a rate  not  having  been  struck  in  time,  and  that  recently 
made  not  being  in  the  course  of  collection  yet.  Bills  to  the  amount  of 
1968/.  15.?.  were  sent  in  yesterday,  which,  with  6271.  due  to  the  treasurer,  and 
cheques  for  1561.  in  his  hands,  and  a further  sum  in  cheques  of  264/.  on  the 
Hibernian  Branch  Bank,  together  with  salaries  of  officers  amounting  to  360/., 
on  the  eve  of  becoming  due,  will  leave  in  all,  with  current  expenses  of  this 
week,  a debt  of  nearly,  or,  I should  say,  better  than  3500/. 

Of  rates  still  uncollected  or  unaccounted  for  there  is  1000/,  but  of  this  sum 
there  are  arrears  of  several  rates,  and  the  defalcations  of  two  collectors  who 
died,  which  must  cause  a considerable  deduction  in  the  amount  that  may 
immediately  be  realized.  I have  been  obliged  to  issue  summonses  myself  for 
the  attendance  of  four  collectors  in  the  Board-room,  on  Saturday  next,  with 
their  accounts — the  clerk  having  disappointed  me  in  getting  in  some  of  them 
before  this,  stating  the  assizes  interfering  on  one  occasion,  and  another  having 
forgotten  it  or  not  deeming  it  necessary,  the  late  General  Order  relating  to 
collectors  being  unattended  to. 

The  laxity  of  Guardians  has  naturally  extended  to  all  their  officers,  and  the 
consequence  is,  business  is  not  conducted  with  any  degree  of  system,  and  how 
the  evil  can  be  remedied  otherwise  than  by  a paid  Board  I cannot  imagine ; 
and  now  that  the  Extension  Act  is  in  operation,  the  increased  duties  imposed 
by  the  General  Order  for  out-door  relief  are  very  imperfectly  attended  to. 

The  number  of  persons  getting  out-door  relief  last  week  was  12,208,  and  the 
expense  315/.  14.?.  9 hd. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners: — March  12,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  circular  of  the  2nd  instant,  I beg  leave  to  state  that  I 
have  purposely  delayed  giviug  my  opinion  whether  there  would  be  any  decided 
objection  in  determining  or  suspending  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  this 
Union  on  the  18th  instant,  waiting  to  see  a termination  of  the  very  inclement 
weather  which  prevailed  of  late,  which  completely  stopped  farm  operations,  and 
also  by  my  personal  observations  and  inquiries  as  to  the  disposition  of  small  land- 
holders to  give  employment  as  heretofore.  With  this  view  I visited  on  Friday 
last  one  of  the  most  destitute  districts,  and  learned  that  farmers  of  late  were  so 
dispirited  that  they  were  endeavouring  to  do  their  business  with  the  least  possible 
outlay  in  the  employment  of  labourers ; and  found  the  cultivation  of  land  never 
so  backward  from  the  continued  rains,  the  ground  everywhere  completely  satu- 
rated. 

As  the  weather  up  to  this  is  unsettled,  I think  it  might  be  very  hazardous,  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  to  discontinue  relief  sooner  than  the  25th  instant ; but  in  the 
meantime  the  lists  may  be  reduced,  as  the  able-bodied  can  find  employment. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  13,  1848. 

I am  directed  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  not,  in  opposition  to 
your  views,  withdraw  or  revoke  the  existing  order. 

The  Commissioners  have  your  recent  reports  on  the  state  of  the  U nion  under 
their  serious  consideration,  and  it  is  probable  that  by  the  next  post  an  order  dis- 
solving the  Board  of  Guardians  will  be  issued. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  right  to  prepare  you  for  this  decision,  in  the  event 
of  their  taking  this  step : but  you  must  not  cdnsider  it  so  definitely  settled  as 
to  enable  you  to  communicate  it  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  or  to  any  other 
party. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Telford  : — March  1 4,  1S48. 
Adverting  to  their  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  I am  directed  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  inform  you  that  they  have  determined  not  to  dissolve  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Mullingar  Union  at  present,  but  purpose  to  address  them  at  their 
next  meeting. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners: — March  15,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  since  the  8th  instant,  I have  been  pressing 
the  necessity  of  having  the  rate-books  completed,  for  the  insertion  of  the  rate 
resolved  upon  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  21st  ultimo.  They  are  now 
ready  for  the  clerk,  when  he  receives  instructions  from  the  Board,  who  yesterday 
altered  the  amount  of  rate  resolved  upon,  in  consequence  of  your  letter  of  the  9th 
instant,  where  the  rating  exceeded  2s.  1 Id.  in  the  pound,  in  accordance  with  the 
last  paragraph  of  said  letter,  by  which  in  the  aggregate  about  1800/.  was  cur- 
tailed of  the  original  amount. 

I drew  your  attention  in  my  last  report  to  the  circumstance,  that  the  Union 
was  in  debt  to  the  amount  more  than  35001. ; that  of  the  last  rate,  old 
arrears,  and  defalcations  of  two  collectors  who  died,  there  was  1000/.  uncollected 
or  unaccounted  for — a large  portion  of  which  could  not  be  realized  for  some  time, 
if  at  all. 

I was  obliged  to  summon  four  collectors,  for  the  examination  of  their  accounts 
in  the  Board- room,  on  Saturday,  the  11th  instant.  Mr.  Hugh  Carey,  the  New- 
town collector,  recommended  for  dismissal,  and  who  had  sent  in  his  accounts, 
such  as  they  were,  as  required  by  your  letter  to  him,  appeared.  He  is  192/.  back, 
of  which  he  received  22/.,  which  has  not  been  lodged.  He  had  not  been  obliged 
to  keep  his  accounts  agreeably  to  the  last  General  Order,  and  had  no  receipt 
check-book  for  the  division  of  Streamstown,  having,  he  said,  sent  it  in  to  the 
clerk,  or  given  it  to  a pauper  boy  who  assists  in  the  office  of  the  latter  ; however, 
it  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  * This  man  should  never  have  been  appointed,  from 
his  incapacity  to  keep  accounts. 

Mr.  James  Brien,  the  Killare  collector,  appeared.  He  is  271Z.  back,  and  has 
heen  permitted  to  defer  making  his  collection,  which  should  have  been  completed 
last  harvest,  when  he  admitted  he  could  have  been  paid  without  trouble.  Several 
persons  with  whom  he  could  have  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  payment,  had  not 
been  applied  to  by  him.  The  clerk  had  undertaken  to  have  this  man  brought  in 
on  two  occasions,  and  failed  in  doing  so,  in  consequence  of  which  I had  to  summon 
him  myself.  His  accounts  were  in  such  a state  that  I gave  him  a week  to  prepare 
them  for  further  examination,  and  in  the  meantime  to  collect  what  he  could,  or  I 
should  recommend  him  for  dismissal.  This  man,  in  personal  appearance  and  in- 
telligence, is  no  better  than  an  ordinary  peasant ; and  his  sureties  are,  I believe, 
persons  of  his  own  class — small  farmers. 

Mr.  Peter  Keeffe,  the  Rathconrath  collector,  appeared,  who  succeeded  a man  of 
the  name  of  Hanlon,  who  died.  He  is  216/.  back,  of  which  he  stated  having 
seen  receipts  for  87/.,  given  by  his  predecessor  for  rates,  returned  to  him  as  uncol- 
lected. His  accounts  were  also  such  a jumble  that  I gave  him  a week  to  come 
properly  prepared,  and  to  get  in  as  much  as  he  could  in  the  mean  while. 

Mr.  John  Ward,  collector  of  theLeny  district,  did  not  appear,  a certificate  of  a 
medical  man  having  been  produced  to  the  effect  that  he  was  in  typhus  fever.  He 
also  succeeded  Hanlon,  who  died,  and  is  200/.  back,  of  which  a large  proportion, 
he  stated  to  a Guardian,  had  been  paid  to  his  predecessor  and  not  accounted  for, 
Hanlon’s  receipts  having  been  produced  to  him. 
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Mullingar  Union.  The  late  Mr.  Hanlon  had  the  collection  of  six  electoral  divisions ; and  when 
* — he  died  they  were  formed  into  two  districts  ; and  until  Mr.  Ward  is  sufficiently 

recovered,  it  cannot  he  ascertained  to  what  amount  the  sureties  of  deceased  can  be 
sued  for ; and  then  as  to  the  recovery  of  it,  there  appears  not  the  slightest  chance, 
from  their  admitted  insolvency— one  of  whom  is  relieving  officer  of  the  Mullin- 
gar district,  and  the  other  a farmer  holding  12  acres  of  land. 

The  office  of  clerk  has  been  very  badly  performed  as  regards  the  collectors ; 
and  his  excuse  is,  the  inferior  class  of  persons  appointed  by  the  Guardians  to 
collect,  and  when  summoned  to  petty  sessions  for  disobedience  of  orders,  the  small 
amount  of  fine  inflicted  being  insufficient  to  prevent  a repetition  of  the  offence. 

The  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  remunerate  suf- 
ficiently to  ensure  the  services  of  persons  of  integrity  and  intelligence,  has  been  a 
great  drawback  to  the  welfare  of  the  Union,  now  plunged  into  debt. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  yesterday,  after  the  minutes  of  last  day’s  pro- 
ceedings were  read  over,  aud  the  letters  and  documents  which  had  reached  the 
clerk  since  then,  applications  for  relief  were  proceeded  with  ; but  about  five 
o’clock,  before  the  relieving  officers  were  half  disposed  of,  the  members  were 
reduced  to  four  ; and  soon  after  an  adjournment  took  place  to  Monday  next,  the 
cases  of  refractory  or  disorderly  paupers  remaining  over  for  future  consideration, 
where  prompt  adjudication  is  so  necessary  in  a crowded  house  to  secure  discipline. 
The  Board  resolved  to  assemble  for  the  future  on  Monday  as  well  as  Tuesday. 

This  mode  of  doing  business  has  had  the  most  injurious  tendency  on  all  their 
officers ; and  that  the  workhouse  should  be  in  as  good  order  as  it  is  is  quite  sur- 
prising. 

By  the  election  of  Guardians  for  the  ensuing  year,  two  of  the  most  efficient 
members  will  cease  to  belong  to  the  Board  ; and  the  changes  on  the  eve  of  taking 
place  in  it  are  not  calculated  to  insure  improvement. 

From  the  growing  debt  of  the  Union — no  new  rate  in  course  of  collection — rate- 
books not  even  signed,  and  the  indisposition  of  persons,  as  I heard  yesterday, 
to  continue  to  supply  the  several  articles  of  food  by  contract,  with  a distant  pros- 
pect of  payment,  and  apparent  insecurity  even  then,  I feel  quite  alarmed  at  the 
state  of  our  afliiirs. 

I believe  there  is  not  a more  respectable  body  of  men  to  be  found  than  the. 
Board  here  is  generally  composed  of ; but  the  want  of  business  habits,  and  time 
to  attend  to  the  increased  duties  which  have  devolved  upon  them,  have  left  the 
same  difficulties  to  encounter  as  where  a very  different  class  of  persons  has  existed. 

I have  issued  implements  to  16  electoral  divisions  for  the  employment  of  the 
able-bodied ; but  in  consequence  of  the  small  amount  of  relief  in  some  places 
assigned  to  them,  being  less  than  permitted  by  the  Relief  Commissioners,  I do  not 
see  how  the  labour  test  can  be  enforced.  I wanted  a uniform  scale  to  be  adopted 
in  the  amount  of  food,  according  to  dependents  ; but  nothing  like  uniformity  or 
system  has  been  practised. 

The  books  of  the  relieving  officers  are  generally  very  badly  kept,  and  in  one 
case  where,  from  the  want  of  classification,  the  paupers  of  three  divisions  form  a 
district,  temporary  and  serious  inconvenience  must,  when  out-door  relief  to  the 
able-bodied  ceases,  occur  to  cases  which  should  have  appeared  under  section  1. 

When  employed  under  the  Relief  Commission,  a temporary  measure  was 
carried  out  in  this  Union,  as  to  the  books  of  Relief  Committees,  in  a very  superior 
manner  to  what  the  Extension  Act,  a permanent  one,  has  been.  They  were 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  clerks  in  time,  and  sent  back  from  time  to  time,  until 
the  headings  of  the  columns  were  properly  attended  to.  I pointed  out  irregularities 
yesterday,  but  was  told  the  books  were  so  imperfect  they  could  not  be  remedied. 
From  the  slovenly  mode  of  doing  business,  the  relieving  officers  are  compelled  to 
give  provisional  relief  to  a great  extent  on  their  own  responsibility,  and  thus 
abuses  to  a frightful  extent  may  be  perpetrated. 

I am  in  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  13th  and  14th  instant,  and  trust  your  in- 
tended communication  to  the  Guardians  may  have  a salutary  effect,  as  bankruptcy 
is  staring  them  in  the  face,  out  of  which  nothing  short  of  a Union  rate,  of  which 
many  of  them  are  naturally  much  afraid,  is  calculated  to  restore  a solvent  state  of 
things,Hf  matters  be  permitted  to  get  worse. 

The  rate  resolved  upon  as  it  stands  at  present,  varies  from  2s.  lid.  to  2d.  iu  the 
pound. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  23,  1848. 

I am  to  convey  to  you  the  thanks  of  the  Commissioners. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that,  the  Commissioners  propose  to  address  the 
Guardians  on  the  general  state  of  the  Union  at  the  first  meeting  after  the  new 
Board. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  23,  1848. 

The  accounts  of  collector  James  Brien,  found  so  imperfect  on  the  1 1th 
instant,  and  who  had  been  given  until  the  17th  to  complete  returns  of  default- 
ing rate-payers,  came  in  according  to  appointment,  but  of  27 \l.  he  had  to 
account  for,  his  lists  only  amounted  to  166/.,  and,  under  pretence  of  having  for- 
gotten some  of  his  papers,  he  left  the  Board-room,  and  has  not  shown  himself 
since.  The  impression  is,  that  he  has  been  paid  generally,  and  converted 
the  money  to  his  own  use.  I have  summoned  him  to  appear  on  Saturday 
next. 

Collector  Peter  Keefe  was  to  have  been  in  also  with  lists  of  defaulting  rate- 
payers, on  the  17th  instant,  but  never  appeared.  He  has  to  show  how  much  of 
212/.  remains  uncollected,  or  for  which  receipts  have  been  produced  to  him  for 
payments  made  to  his  predecessor,  Hanlon,  deceased.  This  man  I have  also 
summoned  to  appear  on  Saturday  next. 

Collector  John  Ward  has  not  sufficiently  recove  red  from  the  effects  of  typhus 
fever,  to  show  how  much  of  200/.  is  uncollected,  or  for  which  receipts  have 
been  produced,  given  by  his  predecessor,  Hanlon,  deceased. 

Of  1000/.  of  last  rate,  &c.,  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  persons  to  perform 
the  office  of  collectors,  and  the  absence  of  due  precaution  in  selecting  solvent 
sureties,  very  little  of  it  can  be  calculated  on  as  available  within  a reasonable 
time,  if  ever. 

One  good  which  has  resulted  from  this  is,  that  the  Guardians  see  the  necessity 
of  pursuing  a different  course  in  the  selection  of  their  officers,  as  opportunities 
occur,  and  of  rigidly  scrutinizing  the  circumstances  of  the  parties  offered  as 
sureties. 

At  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  I have  prepared,  by  way  of 
question  and  answer,  the  duties  of  the  clerk,  master,  matron,  schoolmaster, 
schoolmistress,  and  porter,  with  a view  of  having  them  printed,  and  receiving 
from  each  of  the  respective  officers  above  named,  on  every  Board-day,  written 
replies  signed  by  them,  how  the  several  duties  required  by  them  have  been 
performed  and  discharged. 

I have  also  done  the  same  for  relieving  officers,  and  have  only  the  collectors 
to  dispose  of,  who  shall  have  the  queries  applicable  to  their  office  to  answer  as 
well  as  others. 

I thought  this  was  very  unnecessary  at  first,  but  I am  quite  convinced  now 
that  good  will  result  from  it,  the  duties  required  of  each  being  so  frequently 
within  view  ; good  looking  after,  however,  is  quite  indispensable. 

In  consequence  of  the  Board  having  carried  their  resolution  into  effect,  of  meet- 
ing on  Monday  as  well  as  Tuesday,  for  the  first  time  since  I came  to  Mullingar, 
the  business  was  properly  done  this  week,  nothing  left  in  arrear,  although  the 
examination  of  tenders  for  the  supplies  by  contract  for  the  ensuing  year 
occupied  a considerable  time  the  second  day.  There  is  a disposition  to  keep 
the  management  of  their  affairs  in  their  own  hands,  and,  although  I regret 
exceedingly  the  resignation  of  one  of  the  elective  Guardians,  or  rather  his 
declining  to  be  one  any  more,  T trust  there  will  be  an  infusion  of  vigour  into 
the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  by  the  changes  about  taking  place  notwithstand- 
ing, at  first,  I was  rather  dubious  about  it 

I hope  the  rate-books  and  collecting  books  will  be  all  ready  for  the  new  rate 
against  Tuesday  next ; and  with  that  view  I had  a resolution  passed  on  Monday 
last,  that  the  clerk  and  revising  valuator  should  be  in  attendance  at  the  work- 
house  every  day,  from  10  o’clock  until  4,  or  longer  if  necessary,  till  everything 
in  the  shape  of  arrear  should  be  brought  up.  I see  myself  that  this  is  strictly 
adhered  to. 

The  Union  is  now  fully  4000/.  in  debt,  but  a good  deal  can  be  got  in  within 
a short  period  from  persons  holding  large  tracts  of  land ; but,  from  the  delay 
occasioned  in  making  a new  rate,  the  smaller  holders  have  disposed  of  almost 
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everything  they  had  for  market,  and,  of  course,  now,  the  next  harvest  is  what 
must  be  principally  looked  to  for  payment  of  their  rates. 

I am  in  hopes  when  the  Board  next  meets  for  the  despatch  of  business,  com- 
mencing a new  year,  that  everything  regarding  labour  test,  the  formation  of 
district  Committees  of  their  own  body,  will  be  duly  carried  out,  and  whatever 
else  is  requisite. 

I hope,  most  sincerely,  the  weather  may  take  up,  as  otherwise  the  stoppage 
of  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  must  be  greatly  felt,  from  the  indisposition 
of  almost  every  class  of  farmers  to  give  employment,  except  where  it  is  quite 
unavoidable.  Yesterday’s  rain  is  calculated  to  retard  farm  operations  a good 
deal,  and  the  weather  appears  still  quite  unsettled. 

I have  supplied  16  electoral  divisions  with  implements  for  the  employment 
of  the  able-bodied,  but  10  still  hold  back,  one  of  which  only  can  be  considered 
in  a very  destitute  state.  . . . 

I am  looking  forward  to  a new  era,  as  to  the  transaction  of  business  m this 
Union,  and  therefore,  for  once,  I make  no  complaints.  The  Board  was  strongly 
impressed  with  a belief  that  the  Commissioners  were  bent  on  their  dissolution, 
but  I assured  them  there  was  no  such  thing  contemplated,  unless  they  persisted 
in  setting  the  law  and  instructions  at  nought. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  24,  1848. 

I am  requested  by  Colonel  Caulfield,  an  ex-officio  Guardian,  to  put  the 
following  query,  and  obtain  an  answer  : — 

Where  the  head  of  a family  has  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land,  are  the 
children  of  15  years  or  upwards  entitled  to  out-door  relief? 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Telford  in  reply: — March  28,  1848. 

I am  directed  to  state  that  inasmuch  as  children  above  15  years  of  age  are 
relievable  on  their  own  account,  and  not  on  the  account  of  their  parents,  the 
former  are  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  disentitled  to  relief  by  the 
latter  holding  land  to  the  extent  of  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre,  statute 
measure. 


The  Commissioners  to ‘Captain  Telford  : — March  24,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  inform  you,  that  the  order 
issued  by  the  Commissioners  on  the  18th  instant,  authorizing  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Mullingar  Union  to  afford  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  in  food 
to  the  able-bodied  will  expire  on  the  27th  instant,  and  I am  to  request  that  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  your  opinion  as  to  the 
necessity  for  its  renewal. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  25,  1 848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  with  reference  to  the  order 
for  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  expiring  on  the  27th  instant,  and  wishing 
to  know  my  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  renewing  it,  I beg  leave  to  state,  that 
I think  there  is  the  greatest  necessity  for  so  doing,  as  I am  convinced  from 
inquiries  made  on  the  subject  of  the  employment  that  must  be  given  when  the 
weather  permits,  that  there  are  nine  or  ten  electoral  divisions  in  this  Union  in 
which,  from  the  cultivation  of  the  potato  being  likely  to  be  on  a limited  scale, 
from  the  expense  of  seed  and  the  indisposition  of  farmers  of  all  classes  taking 
in  more  hands  than  can  be  dispensed  with,  that  large  numbers  of  mere 
labourers,  able  and  willing  to  work,  will  not  obtain  employment. 
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(Out-door  Relief.) 


To  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the  Mullingar  Union  ; to  the  Clerk  and  other  Officers  of  the 
said  Union;  and  to  all  other  persons  whom  it  may  concern: 

Whereas  it  has  been  shown  to  our  satisfaciion,  that,  bv  reason  of  the  want  of  room  in 
the  workhouse  of  the  said  Union,  adequate  relief  cannot  be  afforded  therein  to  destitute  poor 
persons  not  being  persons  permanently  disabled,  or  destitute  poor  persons  disabled  by  sickness 
or  accident,  or  destitute  poor  widows  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent  on 
them  ; and  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Guardians  of  the  said  Union  to 
administer  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  such  destitute  poor  persons,  for  a limited  time  as 
hereinafter  mentioned. 

Now,  therefore,  we,  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland,  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  the  said  Guardians  to  administer  relief  out  of  the 
workhouse,  in  food,  to  destitute  poor  persons  not  being  persons  permanently  disabled  from 
labour  by  reason  of  old  age,  infirmity,  or  bodily  or  mental  defect,  and  not  being  persons 
disabled  from  labour  by  reason  of  severe  sickness  or  serious  accident,  and  thereby  deprived  of 
the  means  of  earning  a subsistence  for  themselves  and  their  families,  whom  they  are  liable  by 
law  to  maintain,  and  not  being  poor  widows  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children  dependent 
on  them,  for  the  period  from  the  date  of  this  order  to  the  28th  day  of  May  next,  inclusive. 

And  we  do  hereby  make  the  following  rules  and  regulations  as  to  the  granting,  ordering, 
and  giving  of  relief  to  all  persons  who  shall  be  relieved  by  the  said  Guardians,  under  tne 
authority  of  this  order,  that  is  to  say  :■ — 

1.  Every  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this  order  shall  he  relieved  in  food 

only,  and  such  food  shall,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  be  cooked  food. 

2.  Every  able-bodied  male  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this  order  shall, 

so  far  as  Is  practicable,  be  set  to  perform  a task  of  work  during  eight  hours  at 
least  of  every  day  for  which  he  receives  such  relief. 

3.  No  able-bodied  person  who  shall  be  in  employment,  nor  any  part  of  his  ot- 

her family,  shall  receive  relief  as  a destitute  person  under  the  authoiity  of  this 
order. 

And  for  the  more  effectual  administration  of  relief  under  this  order,  we  do  hereby  authorize 
and  direct  the  said  Guardians  to  appoint  so  many  relieving  officers  as  shall  be  found  sufficient 
from  time  to  time,  to  superintend  the  labour  of  such  persons  as  shall  be  set  to  work,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  regulations  in  this  order  contained,  and  otherwise  to  assist  in  the  administration 
of  relief  under  this  order,  as  the  said  Guardians,  subject  to  our  approval,  shall  direct. 

Sealed  with  our  seal,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-eight. 

(Seal,)  (Signed) 

E.  T.  B.  Twisleton. 


(Countersigned,) 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  29,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  report  that  on  Monday  last,  notwithstanding  that  the 
Guardians  had  determined  to  devote  every  Monday  as  well  as  Tuesday  to  the 
business  of  the  Union,  only  one  member  appeared  in  the  Board-room  ; however 
this  was  not  of  much  consequence,  as  the  clerk  is  fully  occupied  on  that  day  in 
each  week  in  examining  the  out-door  relief  lists,  and  Weekly  Receipt  and 
Expenditure  Books  of  the  relieving  officers,  and  I intended  proposing  Wed- 
nesday instead,  as  being  more  convenient. 

Yesterday  the  Board  met  and  did  nothing  until  12  o’clock,  and  the  attend- 
ance of  members  was  very  limited.  A chairman,  vice-chairman,  and  deputy 
vice-chairman,  were  elected  for  the  current  year ; this  the  Guardians  were 
disposed  to  postpone  till  a fuller  meeting  could  be  obtained,  but  I pointed  out 
the  necessity  of  complying  with  Article  3 of  the  General  Regulations,  by  which 
it  could  not  be  deferred.  Having  disposed  of  routine  business,  the  Rate  and 
Collecting  Books  were  produced  for  approval  and  signature,  and  although 
found  to  be  very  defective,  they  were  signed — the  Guardians  thinking,  that 
from  the  pecuniary  difficulties  of  the  Union,  further  time  should  not  be  lost  in 
putting  the  new  rate  in  course  of  collection.  The  revising  valuator,  Mr.  David 
Harton,  was  severely  admonished  for  neglect  of  duty  in  producing  such 
slovenly  documents,  and  directed  to  make  good  forthwith  anything  imperfect 
in  them.  The  cases  of  fresh  applicants  for  relief  were  then  gone  into  and 
disposed  of,  and  the  Board  was  adjourned  to  this  day,  verbally,  by  the 
chairman,  only  one  member  promising  to  attend. 

I attended  in  the  Board-room  at  11  o’clock  to-day,  and  found  but  one 
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member  present,  and  examined  the  Mullingar  electoral  division  rate-book,  and 
found  it  very  defective — the  names  of  occupiers  being  omitted  in  some  places 
— want  of  numbers  against  tenements  generally — and  totalling  of  valuation  of 
townlands  and  rating  neglected.  Mr.  Harton  was  absent  from  his  post,  though 
directed  to  be  at  the  workhouse  from  10  A.  M.  to  4 p.  m.,  or  longer  if  necessary, 
every  day,  until  the  business  of  his  office  was  fully  accomplished.  I caused  the 
clerk  to  write  to  him  expressive  of  my  disapprobation  of  his  conduct,  and  tell- 
ing him  how  much  worse  I found  the  rate-books  than  supposed  by  the  Guar- 
dians yesterday.  I thought  they  were  excessively  wrong  in  signing  what  they 
deemed  faulty,  and  could  only  attribute  it  to  want  of  business-habits,  and  im- 
patience to  get  through  their  work. 

I entertained  strong  hopes  when  last  I reported,  that  from  a disposition 
evinced  by  the  Guardians  to  retain  the  management  of  their  own  affairs,  that 
the  time  was  at  hand  when  steps  would  be  taken,  by  following  up  their  propo- 
sition of  giving  two  days  in  the  week  to  the  business  of  the  Union,  and  adopt- 
ing every  means  of  carrying  out  the  instructions  as  to  a rigid  labour-test,  which 
is  so  indispensable — appointing  Committees  of  their  own  body  in  divisions  more 
than  six  miles  off,  to  examine  and  report  on  cases  taken  down  in  the  Application 
and  Report  Books  of  relieving  officers — the  appointment  of  efficient  and  trust- 
worthy persons,  at  a fair  remuneration  for  their  services,  as  assistant  relieving 
officers,  &c. ; but  for  the  present  all  hope  has  vanished,  and  I look  with  dismay 
at  the  difficulties  arising  at  the  commencement  of  a new  half-year,  with  a debt 
of  fully  5000/.,  without  any  new  rate  in  the  course  of  collection,  and  little  or 
nothing  of  the  balance  of  1 000/.  of  last  rate  coming  in,  and  a large  portion  of 
it  irrecoverable — the  collectors,  with  very  few  exceptions,  miserable  clerks,  and 
not  of  a class  who  may  be  expected  to  act  firmly,  and  comply  with  their  in- 
structions— besides,  the  time  of  the  year  for  getting  money  from  the  small 
landholders  has  been  suffered  to  pass  away,  and  rates  can  only  now  be  had 
generally  from  those  possessing  large  holdings. 

The  hurried  and  imperfect  manner  in  which  business  is  conducted  lias  been 
taken  advantage  of  by  all  the  officers  of  the  Union,  no  serious  apprehension  as 
to  responsibility  arising  amongst  most  of  them.  The  books  of  the  majority  of 
relieving  officers  will  present  to  the  auditor  anything  but  strict  compliance  with 
instructions,  especially  what  was  entered  in  them  at  the  commencement  of 
giving  out-door  relief. 

Matters  have  arrived  at  such  a crisis,  unless  an  entirely  new  system  be 
adopted,  the  greatest  disorganization  must  prevail  in  this  Union.  Guardians 
coming  but  once  a- week  at  a late  hour  for  business  have  no  time  to  scrutinize 
anything,  lienee  in  13  or  14  months  the  Visiting  Committee  have  only  four 
times  made  an  inspection  of  the  house — the  registers  are  merely  signed,  never 
examined  or  corrected — and  the  check  provision  account  is  only  placed  on  the 
table  m the  Board-room  as  a matter  of  course. 

I issued  implements  for  the  electoral  divisions  of  Piercetown  and  Rathcon- 
rath,  but  they  have  never  been  used ; and  the  Ballynacarrigy  division  has  had 
none,  no  application  having  been  made  for  them,  nor  any  intention  exists,  I 
believe,  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians  belonging  to  it,  to  adopt  a labour-test, 
although  their  attention  has  been  drawn  to  it  over  and  over.  Had  the  Board 
made  arrangements  that  no  relief  should  be  given  unless  stone-breaking  or 
something  of  the  kind  were  adopted,  requiring  a certain  portion  of  work  to  be 
performed,  and  appointed  proper  persons  sufficiently  paid  to  superintend,  a 
great  saving  in  expenditure  must  have  resulted,  without  the  demoralizing- 
tendency  of  getting  gratuitous  relief. 

In  Deny,  Multyfamham,  and  Taghmon,  owing  to  a system  of  employment 
lrom  the  beginning  having  been  adopted  at  the  suggestion  of  an  intelligent 
Guardian,  the  amount  of  expenditure  was  greatly  curtailed  ; and  since  then  he 
induced  rate-payers  of  a certain  class  to  increase  the  number  of  their  workmen 
ment  8 S°me  “ ™C  able'bodied  who  were  getting  relief  into  their  employ- 

Last  week  the  number  of  cases  and  persons  in  the  Union  getting  out-door 
leliel  was  10,696,  bemg  a decrease  on  the  preceding  week  of  304  cases  and 
persons.  ° 

I am  anxiously  looking  out  for  your  intended  communication  to  the  Guar- 
dians on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  something  decisive  is  absolutely  necessary. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — April  3,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  to  acknowledge  your  report  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  representing  the  present  unpromising  state  of  the  Mullingar  Union,  and 
the  apathy  and  indifference  which  has  been  shown  by  the  Board  of  Guardians 
in  many  respects  to  the  regular  and  effective  conduct  of  the  business  of  the 
Union. 

The  Commissioners  concur  in  the  apprehension  which  you  express  that 
unless  an  entirely  new  system  be  adopted  the  greatest  disorganization  must 
prevail ; inasmuch  as  the  extensive  details  now  involved  in  the  administration 
of  relief  in  the  Union  require  the  earnest  and  most  assiduous  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  and  their  officers ; and  the  Commissioners  are 
persuaded  that  if  the  former  do  not  evince  a determination  to  enter  upon  a 
more  active  course  of  proceeding  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  laxity  and  in- 
attention must  inevitably  gain  ground  among  the  officers ; and  these  results 
occurring  at  a time  when  more  than  ordinary  exertion  is  required  cannot  but  be 
followed  by  disastrous  consequences  to  the  interests  of  the  rate-payers. 

The  Commissioners  enclose  herewith  your  reports  respectively  dated  the  8th 
and  29th  ultimo,  and  they  request  that' you  will  urge  with  all  your  personal 
influence  upon  the  Board  of  Guardians  the  necessity  of  their  meeting  more 
frequently  and  of  entering  more  fully  than  they  appear  to  do  at  present  into 
the  details  of  the  administrative  business  of  the  Board.  You  will  at  the  same 
time  state  to  the  Guardians  that  if  the  several  defects  in  their  proceedings 
detailed  in  the  above  reports  continue  without  remedv,  and  if  in  the  course  of  a 
short  time  you  are  not  enabled  to  report  more  satisfactorily  of  the  progress  of 
the  Union,  the  Commissioners  must  necessarily  consider  their  own  responsibility 
under  the  18th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  and  avail  them- 
selves of  the  power  intrusted  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  a more 
efficient  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  by  the  appointment  of  paid 
officers. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners: — March  31,  1848. 

Owing  to  the  defectiveness  of  the  rate-books  signed  by  the  Guardians  on 
the  28th  instant,  which  I mentioned  in  my  report  of  the  29th,  I have  been  all 
day  yesterday  and  to-day  in  the  Board-room  for  the  purpose  of  having  them 
speedily  perfected. 

In  comparing  the  valuation  in  the  present  books  with  those  previously  in  use, 
I find  a variation  in  the  value  made  by  Mr.  Harton,  the  valuator,  which,  it 
appears,  he  has  been  in  the  practice  of  closing  without  consulting  the  Guar- 
dians, or  their  being  at  all  cognizant  of  it,  which  strikes  me  to  be  a most  irre- 
gular mode  of  doing  business,  the  69th  section  of  the  1 and  2 Vic.  cap.  56,  not 
having  been  complied  with,  nor  the  7th  section  of  the  6 and  7 Vic.  cap.  92,  the 
first  requiring  a notice  of  21  days  to  be  given  after  a revision,  before  a rate’  can 
be  struck ; and  the  last  requiring  that  every  valuation  made  and  revised  should 
be  signed  and  sealed  by  the  Commissioners  and  not  departed  from  by  the 
Guardians. 

This  practice  of  Mr.  Harton  has  been  carried  on  since  his  appointment, 
which  is  leaving  too  much  to  the  discretion  of  any  officer,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
illegality  of  the  proceeding. 

My  attention  was  directed  to  this  matter  by  an  elective  Guardian,  and 
whether  advantage  can  be  taken  of  it  in  enforcing  the  payment  of  rates  I should 
like  to  know' ; but  whether  or  not,  I deem  it  my  duty  to  report  the  circum- 
stance. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  3,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  31st  ultimo  relative  to  the  defective  state  of  the  rate-books  in  the 
Mullingar  Union,  and  I am  to  inform  you  that  the  provision  requiring  a notice 
of  21  days  to  be  given  after  a revision  of  the  valuation  of  a Union  previous  to  a 
rate  being  struck,  has  been  repealed  by  the  9th  section  of  the  Act  6 and  7 Vic. 
cap.  92,  which  directs  that  all  persons  wrho  may  be  affected  by  any  rate  shall 
have  access  to  the  rate-books  on  each  day  (Sundays  excepted),  between  the 
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hours  of  10  and  4 o’clock,  and  that  when  a revision  only  of  a valuation  is  made 
by  a person  appointed  by  the  Guardians,  it  is  not  the  practice  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  sign  and  seal  the  valuation,  that  step  not  being  considered  essential  to 
the  validity  of  the  rates  which  may  be  made  thereon. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  5,  1848. 

The  three  last  days  of  the  week  ended  the  1st  instant,  I was  constant 
in  my  attendance  in  the  Board-room,  principally  for  the  purpose  of  expediting 
the  completion  of  the  rate-books  and  collecting  books,  found  so  imperfect  when 
signed  by  the  Guardians  on  the  28th  ultimo,  and  up  to  this  they  are  not  m a 
condition  to  he  brought  into  operation,  nor  will  they  until  the  11th,  the  next 
Board-day.  This  duty  has  always  been  performed  by  Mr.  Karton,  the  revising 
valuator,  ever  since  his  appointment,  with  the  assistance  of  pauper  boys  in  the 
workhouse,  who  do  all  the  copying,  the  clerk  not  having  been  required  to  con- 
tribute any  aid ; indeed,  with  his  increased  duties  under  the  Extension  Act,  his 
time  is  fully  occupied  otherwise ; and  whether  the  Guardians,  to  whom  he 
applied  for  an  assistant  yesterday,  will  acquiesce  in  his  demand  remains  to  be 
seen.  Mr.  Harton  is  an  efficient  officer,  when  forced  to  work  ; hut  it  has  been 
by  watching  and  bringing  him  before  the  Board  that  anything  can  be  effected 
with  him ; and  yesterday  he  tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  not  accepted, 
as  the  duties  of  his  office  were  not  fulfilled,  I suggested  that  he  should  not 
get  the  cheque  which  had  been  signed  for  his  half-year’s  salary  until  every  tiling 
was  accomplished  by  him,  preparatory  to  the  collectors  entering  upon  their 
duties  in  levying  the  new  rate,  which  was  acceded  to. 

The  result  of  the  investigation  into  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Brien,  collector, 

I forwarded  by  last  night’s  post,  which  took  a Guardian  and  myself  two  days 
to  complete,  so  perfectly  incapable  was  he  to  give  any  assistance,  and  being 
evidently  apprehensive  that  it  must  affect  his  character  for  integrity. 

Two  men  who  were  appointed  collectors  for  Streamstown  and  Newtown 
divisions  have  been  prevented  giving  the  necessary  security  from  threats  having- 
been  held  out  to  the  persons  they  named  as  sureties;  and  the  man  who  was 
appointed  for  Castletown  resigned  from  not  being  able  to  get  sufficiently  solvent 
persons  as  sureties  in  the  amount  required.  These  three  men  were  appointed 
in  succession  to  the  late  collector  Carey,  who  was  removed,  and  had  the  district 
of  Newtown,  of  which  the  three  divisions  above  named  consisted.  The  friends 
of  Carey  appear  determined,  by  illegal  combination,  to  prevent,  as  far  as  in 
them  lies,  any  person  of  their  own  class  succeeding  him  as  collector  ; and  until 
a far  superior  description  of  persons  to  those  who  are  now  in  office,  at  a fair 
remuneration  for  their  services,  he  appointed,  I see  no  chance  of  the  pecuniary 
condition  of  this  Union  being  remedied.  A late  Guardian,  who  was  a most 
efficient  member  of  the  Board,  told  me  he  declined  continuing  in  office, 
foreseeing  the  difficulties  that  must  arise  from  bad  collectors,  and  the 
Guardians  deferring  striking  a new  rate  until  the  collection  of  last  rate 
should  he  perfected. 

I attended  the  Board  yesterday  ; and  whilst  witnessing  their  proceedings, 
I received  your  letter  of  the  3rd  instant,  and  very  unguardedly  read  it  to 
them  instead  of  conveying  the  substance  and  the  particular  points  in  my 
reports  which  accompanied  it,  which  raised  such  a storm  that  I became  quite 
disconcerted,  and  was  unable  to  touch  distinctly  on  the  various  matters  in  which 
they  are  wanting  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  which,  if  persevered  in, 
must  involve  them  in  dissolution.  I felt  an  awkwardness  in  reading  my  own 
correspondence,  which  was  required  at  first,  but  not  insisted  on,  and  the  matter 
terminated  in  an  adjourned  meeting  to  revise  the  books,  and  adopt  a proper 
labour-test  in  the  districts  of  Piercetown  and  Dysart,  on  Saturday  the  8th 
instant. 

A resolution  was  passed  calling  for  the  suspension  of  the  order  for  out-door 
relief  on  the  15th  instant,  one  or  two  of  the  Guardians  having  stated  that  in 
their  districts  it  was  impossible  to  get  men  to  work ; but  that  I told  them  arose 
from  not  adopting  a proper  labour-test,  and  whenever  the  able-bodied  could 
get  work  they  should  be  struck  off  the  lists,  the  sealed  order  being  meant  for 
the  divisions  where  employment  could  not  be  procured  for  all  hands  and  want 
of  room  in  the  workhouse. 
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There  are  two  relieving  officers,  Mr.  Patrick  Gavagan  and  Mr.  John  Higgins, 
whom  I must  report  as  inefficient,  neither  of  them  at  the  close  of  the  half-year 
and  the  commencement  of  another,  having  their  books  in  proper  order.  The 
latter  says  he  would  not  retain  his  appointment  for  100/.  a-year,  from  being  so 
much  interfered  with  by  the  Guardians  of  his  district,  even  to  the  taking  his 
Application  and  Report  Books  and  making  entries  in  them.  Ballynacarrigy  is  in 
this  man’s  district,  where  every  resistance  has  been  offered  to  a proper  labour 
test,  and  where  I found,  on  the  assistant  relieving  officer  presenting  himself 
for  payment  of  his  salary,  that  the  able-bodied  paupers  were  employed  in 
trenching  land  for  farm  purposes. 

The  debt  of  this  Union  is  of  course  on  the  increase  from  300/.  to  400/. 
•weekly ; and  the  difficulty  of  getting  in  money  from  this  until  harvest  also  on 
the  increase,  which,  when  coupled  with,  generally  speaking,  indifferent  col- 
lectors, must  tend  greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of  its  future  prospects. 

My  health  being  impaired  just  now,  from  having  got  into  a low  nervous 
temperament  from  great  anxiety,  that  I feel  myself  unfitted  for  the  appoint- 
ment you  were  pleased  to  confer  on  me,  which  I gladly  accepted,  and  should 
like  much  to  retain  if  I feel  I could  give  satisfaction.  My  indiscretion  in 
reading  your  letter  to  the  Board  yesterday  weighs  heavily  on  me  ; and  should 
you  deem  it  necessary  to  name  a successor  to  me,  I shall  render  him  every 
assistance  in  my  power,  relinquishing  all  claim  to  payment  for  the  past. 

I can  form  no  opinion  yet  as  to  what  amendment  may  take  place  in  the 
exertions  of  the  Board ; but  5000/.  debt,  and  current  expenses  accumulating, 
and  nothing  as  yet  coming  in,  is  an  alarming  state  of  things. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  7,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  5th  instant,  relating  to  the  Mullingar  Union,  for  which  I am  to 
return  you  their  thanks. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  hear  of  your  indisposition,  which  they  trust  is 
only  temporary,*  and  they  cannot  think  of  accepting  the  resignation  of  an 
officer  whose  entire  conduct  they  have  had  the  greatest  reason  to  approve, 
tendered  to  them  under  circumstances  such  as  those  referred  to  in  your 
report. 

The  Commissioners  authorize  you  to  require  the  resignation  of  each  of  the 
two  relieving  officers  whom  you  describe  as  inefficient ; and  they  will,  if  you 
deem  it  necessary,  issue  an  order  prohibiting  the  employment  of  persons 
receiving  relief  in  the  cultivation  of  private  farms,  as  they  have  already  done  in 
Thurles  Union. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  continue  to  report  to  them,  without 
reserve,  your  opinion  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Guardians  of  the  Union  and 
their  officers  perform  their  duties  in  the  administration  of  relief. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  call  your  special  attention 
to  the  number  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  who  are  still  receiving  relief  in  the 
workhouse ; and  on  this  head  they  deem  it  right  to  refer  you  to  their  instruc- 
tions of  the  26th  of  last  October,  and  to  their  circular  of  the  26th  of  last 
August. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  12,  1848. 

1.  I beg  leave  to  report  that  I was  principally  engaged  from  the  5th  to 
the  8th  instant  in  looking  after  Mr.  Harton,  the  revising  valuator,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  him  to  complete  the  rate  and  collecting  books,  having  had 
o-rounds  to  suspect  he  was  actuated  by  some  sinister  motive,  from  all  the  delay 
that  has  occurred  in  getting  them  ready  ; and  having  a fortnight  back  obtained 
the  necessary  signatures  of  the  Guardians  to  them,  when  so  imperfect  that  they 
could  not  be  acted  on.  They  are  now  nearly  completed,  at  least  they  will  be 
ready  as  fast  as  the  clerk  can  arrange  with  the  collectors  to  put  them  in  opera- 
tion. Mr.  Harton  having  tendered  his  resignation  and  shown  a disposition  to 
encourage  appeals  against  the  valuation,  by  saying  he  concurred  in  the  views  of 
those  threatening  to  do  so — as  land  was  not  now  worth  as  much  as  when  the 
general  valuation  was  made,  and  he  would  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  in 
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Mullingar  Union,  their  favour — led.  me  and  others  to  suspect  his  integrity,  which  will  be  soon 
tested  when  relieved  of  his  appointment,  which  he  expects  will  shortly  take 
place.  Mr.  Harton  has  been  left  too  much  to  himself,  consequently  the  names 
of  persons  long  since  deceased,  or  having  quitted  the  country,  remain  on  the 
books,  so  as  to  render  great  difficulty  to  a collector  who  may  not  have  local 
knowledge ; and  as  the  supervision  of  this  class  of  officer  in  a great  measure 
rested  with  him,  as  set  forth  in  the  sealed  order  conferring  his  appointment, 
he  should  have  had  all  the  changes  in  occupation  made  as  they  took  place 
from  the  sources  of  information  he  had  at  his  disposal. 

2.  There  will  be  great  difficulty  in  ascertaining  precisely  how  the  accounts 
of  the  late  Mr.  Hanlon  stand,  who  was  collector  of  six  electoral  divisions,  from 
receipts  having  been  produced  for  sums  returned  uncollected  to  a large  amount, 
some  genuine,  and  others  evidently  fictitious. 

3.  Mr.  Brien,  late  collector,  returned  persons  in  arrear,  although  the  blocks 
of  his  receipt  cheque  books  showed  to  the  contrary ; and  it  is  evident  he  must 
have  possessed  himself  of  a receipt  cheque  book  some  way  otherwise  than 
through  the  clerk,  from  a large  proprietor  having  a receipt  for  sums  for  which 
his  blocks  had  no  reference. 

4.  Mr.  Cary,  late  collector,  had  no  block  to  produce  for  Streamstown  division, 
having,  lie  said,  left  it  with  the  clerk,  who  denies  it ; and  the  general  belief  is, 
that  when  all  these  matters  can  be  investigated  by  Mr.  Harton,  whose  duty  it 
is,  that  payment  has  been  made  to  a large  amount  where  sums  uncollected 
have  been  returned. 

5.  The  indisposition  of  the  Guardians  to  exceed  21  per  cent,  for  collecting 
rates  lias  prevented  intelligent  and  respectable  persons  offering  themselves  as 
collectors,  and  the  result  has  been  the  present  state  of  embarrassment  of  the 
Union,  too  much  delay  having  arisen  in  striking  a new  rate,  waiting  for  the 
last  to  be  fully  got  in  by  persons  no  way  qualified  to  effect  it,  and  especially 
when  not  looked  after  in  time. 

6.  With  a debt  affecting  the  Union  of  between  5000  and  6000/.,  and  a new 
rate  only  on  the  eve  of  being  collected  at  a most  unfavourable  time  of  the  year, 
by  frieze-coated  collectors,  I feel  the  chances  of  a speedy  liquidation  is  not  to 
be  sanguinely  entertained. 

7.  I had  an  interview  with  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath  on  the  6th  instant, 
and  on  acquainting  him  with  the  description  of  persons  generally  on  whom  the 
collection  was  about  to  be  intrusted  to  restore  a solvent  state  of  affairs,  he  said, 
d paid  Guardians  were  to  be  Tesorted  to  the  sooner  the  better,  before  the  books 
should  get  into  such  hands.  I have  said  all  I could  to  get  a better  class  of 
persons  for  the  office  of  collector,  but  in  vain ; 2*  per  cent,  being  the  maximum 
allowed. 


S.  I attended  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  assembled  on  the  8th 
instaut,  for  the  purpose  ol  revising  the  Application  and  Report  Books  of  two  re- 
Iievmg  officers— Messrs.  Gavagan  and  Higgins,  one  of  whom  only  appeared  : 
and  establishing  a labour  test  for  the  Piercetown  district ; but  after  about  three 
hours  and  a-half  m partially  going  through  one  book,  the  chairman  said  he 
should  be  off  having  workmen  to  pay;  seeing  plainly  a paid  Board  only  could 
perform  the  duties  required  by  the  Commissioners. 

9.  I attended  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Guardians  yesterday,  when,  in 
consequence  of  the  indiscretion  I had  been  guilty  of  in  reading  your  letter  of 
the  3rd  instant,  on  the  4th  a draft  of  a letter  addressed  to  you  was  submitted, 
caUing  on  you  to  state  in  what  they  were  deemed  apathetic  and  indifferent, 
with  a view  of  being  made  acquainted  with  the  duties  they  had  to  perform.  I 
referred  the  gentlemen  who  prepared  and  read  the  letter  to  the  General  Kegu- 
hei,^Qer!1J0  61  f0r  °ut'door  reHef'  when  « P^ty  generally 
“ngfy "I™6*  °f  “d  the  WaS 

neio  1 d‘,ycted.  *e  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  number  of  aged  infirm 
}«t  I®"?™1®  “ ‘he  workhouse,  as  brought  to  my  notice  in  the 

i iA  P.1  ° y°uJ  letter  of  the  7th  instant ; but  this  they  said  there  was  no 

m l?nis  t0  “ake  a stable  provision  for  them,  and  until 
money  was  available  they  could  not  be  removed. 

3;t;^JIie.?lerkia,lpl,ieif0/  assis,aIlt  to  enable  him  to  carry  out  the  ad- 
j I,,  U ^-ev<^ve^  uPon  him  with  accuracy  and  punctuality^ 

and  although  I thought  he  could  not  get  on  without  some  aid,  he  was  refused. 
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12.  The  master  applied  for  ail  increase  of  salary,  having  only  40/.  a-year, 
■which  was  at  first  rejected ; but  on  my  representing  the  consequences  of  losing 
him  and  the  matron,  who  were  both  good  officers,  and  the  difficulties  that 
might  ensue  therefrom,  on  a reconsideration  of  the  application,  20/.  more  was 
agreed  to. 

13.  The  assistant  master  was  discharged  yesterday,  being, a mere  hoy  at  9/. 
a-year,  and  good  for  nothing;  and  although  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to 
have  a steady  and  respectable  man  in  that  capacity,  who  would  have  influence 
in  maintaining  discipline,  all  the  Guardians  would  give  to  a successor  is  1 51. 

14.  Towards  the  close  of  the  day’s  proceedings  the  relieving  officers  were 
called  in  and  the  new  cases  for  relief  were  gone  into  and  decided  upon.  The 
workhouse  as  a test  for  the  able-bodied  works  most  beneficially,  and  when  a 
little  money  comes  in  so  that  provision  can  be  made  for  aged  infirm  persons,  a 
great  deal  oi  room  wall  be  available.  No  examination  of  the  books  was  made 
to  see  whether  they  were  duly  authenticated  by  the  clerk,  and  the  chairman 
was  left  quite  alone  at  five  o’clock. 

15.  I have  called  on  relieving  officers  Gavagan  and  Higgins  for  their  resig- 
nation, which  I suppose  will  be  forthcoming  by  next  Monday ; this  I have 
done  agreeably  with  your  instructions ; but  should  I find  the  defects  remedied 
in  their  books  against  then,  I shall  report  the  result.  They  have  both  been 
sadly  interfered  with  by  the  Guardians  of  their  respective  districts,  and  I have 
been  impressing  on  them  that  they  are  no  way  to  be  influenced  by  any  one  in 
carrying  out  their  instructions  legally. 

16.  I had  occasion  to  find  fault  with  Mr.  Pierce,  relieving  officer  of  Newtown 
district,  for  having  placed  a man’s  name  on  the  Application  and  Report  Book 
■whom  he  had  not  seen  for  a month,  or  who,  in  fact,  was  not  in  the  country,  by 
his  wife’s  admission,  ns  having  applied  on  the  7th  instant ; also  for  having  com- 
menced with  fresh  numbers  instead  of  carrying  them  on  consecutively.  I told 
him  I should  report  him  for  acting  so  improperly,  and  shall  await  your 
decision  in  the  matter. 

17.  Mr.  Godfrey  Ryan,  a broken-down  shopkeeper,  relieving  officer  of  Mul- 
lingar district,  has  been  deputing  the  performance  of  his  duties  to  others,  and 
keeps  most  slovenly  books.  Business  is  carried  on  in  his  mother’s  uame;  but 
on  asking  an  assistant  relieving  officer  how  he  was  paid,  as  there  was  no  money 
for  any  one,  he  said  he  was  provided  with  articles  out  of  Mr.  Ryan’s  shop. 
This  man  I conceive  is  utterly  unfit  for  his  appointment,  and  therefore  I recom- 
mend he  should  be  removed  forthwith.  He  will  not  attend  to  orders  of  any 
kind,  and  is  too  much  mixed  up  with  the  town  to  perform  his  office  with  any 
degree  of  impartiality.  My  suspicion  of  his  not  being  all  right  arose  from  the 
extraordinary  number  of  cases  placed  under  section  1 in  his  relief  list,  and  the 
cause  of  infirmity  being  put  down  “ old  age,”  at  44'in  one  instance. 

18.  I spoke  to  Mr.  Tuite,  one  of  the  Committee  of  Guardians  of  Bally  na- 
carrigy  division,  about  having  the  able-bodied  getting  out-door  relief  employed 
for  agricultural  purposes ; he  said  they  had  been  employed  digging  land  that 
had  been  left  waste,  but  that  the  work  has  been  accomplished.  He  has  a great 
objection  to  the  lower  classes  being  brought  together  in  any  great  numbers, 
from  the  spirit  that  has  been  evinced  latterly  amongst  them ; and  unless  it  be 
made  imperative  that  stone-breaking  should  be  carried  on  to  entitle  them  to 
relief,  they  may  have  the  advantage  of  occasional  employment  and  relief  at  the 
same  time.  It  is  very  hard  to  deal  with  an  influential  man  like  Mr.  Tuite,  who 
is  so  accustomed  to  have  his  own  way. 

19.  I have  to  acknowledge  my  gratitude  for  the  kind  expressions  used 
towards  me  in  the  second  paragraph  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant ; and  shall 
be  most  happy  to  continue  in  my  present  position  under  you  if  my  health  will 
permit.  I have  been  far  from  well ; and  on  the  day  I displayed  such  utter 
want  of  judgment  I felt  mortified  in  the  extreme,  especially  in  having  done 
anything  that  might  bring  discredit  on  those  under  whom  I have  been  acting. 

I shall  get  on  the  best  way  I can,  although  I look  for  no  amendment  in  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

20.  One  great  source  of  the  evil  affecting  this  Union  is  the  tendency  of  the 
Guardians  to  pay  every  one  connected  with  their  establishment  badly,  and 
consequently  have  no  one  of  efficiency  that  can  avoid  it  belonging  to  it. 

April  13. — Owing  to  indisposition  this  report  was  late  for  last  night’s  post. 

21.  I had  another  interview  with  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath  to-day,  who  is 
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quite  alive  to  the  difficulties  that  must  inevitably  result  from  placing  collecting- 
books  in  the  hands  of  the  miserable  24  per  cent,  functionaries  generally  selected 
by  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  get  the  rates  in ; indeed  my  apprehensions  are 
so  strong  on  that  point  that  I can  entertain  nothing  but  the  most  gloomy 
forebodings. 

22.  You  must  have  perceived  by  the  state  of  the  workhouse  that  there  are 
only  24  able-bodied  male  paupers  in  it,  and  crowded  in  every  other  respect; 
and  notwithstanding  that  100  additional  able-bodied  males  could  he  accom- 
modated, advantage  has  not  been  taken  of  it.  That  anything  more  than  a few 
hours  once  a week  of  hurried  and  imperfectly  transacted  business  can  be  ex- 
pected from  the  present  Board  of  Guardians,  I am  most  thoroughly  convinced. 

23.  Until  I hear  from  you  I shall  he  slow  in  letting  the  collecting  hooks  into 
the  hands  of  collectors  I am  more  than  doubtful  of. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — April  17,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  with  reference  to  your  report  of 
the  12th  instant  relating  to  Mullingar  Union,  to  inform  you  that  they  are 
desirous  of  obtaining  from  you  a special  report  on  the  qualification  of  each  of 
the  collectors  of  poor-rate  in  that  Union  for  the  due  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
their  office. 

The  Commissioners  will  reply  to  other  parts  of  your  report  by  a further 
letter. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Guardians  : — April  17,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  that  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Mullingar  Union  will  suspend  the  giving  of  warrants  to  the 
collectors  of  poor  rate  in  that  Union  until  the  Commissioners  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  receiving  a report  from  Captain  Telford  on  the  qualification  of 
each  of  them. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  19,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  I beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  observations  respecting  the  collectors  of  this  Union. 

1.  Michael  Scally  : electoral  divisions  of  Mullingar  and  Rathconnell. — This 
man  is  a very  indifferent  clerk ; but  being  heretofore  a successful  collector  he 
has  obtained  his  warrants  for  the  new  rate. 

2.  Vacant:  Killare  and  Piercetown. — Patrick  Philips  was  appointed  by  the 
Guardians  for  Killare  only,  but  failing  in  getting  the  necessary  sureties  in  the 
first  instance,  and  coming  forward  a second  time  with  an  amended  proposal, 
requiring  a shilling  in  the  pound  instead  of  sixpence,  he  was  rejected.  I did. 
not  think  this  man  was  of  the  class  who  should  be  appointed  to  a difficult 
district  to  collect  in,  as  the  person  required  should  be  of  quite  a different  stamp, 
and  not  to  be  had  for  6 d.  in  the  pound,  the  maximum  allowed  by  the  Guardians. 

Piercetown  has  had  no  one  to  come  forward  under  Is.  in  the  pound. 

3.  P eter  Keeffe : Rathconrath,  Ballynacarrigy,  and  Templeoran. — This  man  is 
most  slovenly  and  irregular  as  to  his  accounts,  and  is  an  old  road  contractor  ; 
the  amount  to  be  collected  is  too  much  to  jeopardize  in  the  hands  of  an  in- 
efficient collector,  as  I deem  him. 

4.  John  Ward:  Leny,  Multyfarnham,  and  Taghmon. — This  man  has  been 
incapacitated  by  fever  to  take  an  active  part  for  some  time,  but  being  restored 
to  health  I think  he  will  answer. 

5.  William  Woods:  Collinstown,  Castletowndelvin,  and  Killulagh. — This 
man  completed  last  collection  well,  and  may  do.  as  he  has  not  a heavy  rate  to 
collect. 

6.  Andrew  Percell:  Kinnegad  and  Heathstown. — This  man  I found  more 
intelligent  than  I thought  at  first,  and  has  had  the  warrants  given  him,  as  some 
persons  were  anxious  to  pay  their  rates  before  settling  with  their  landlords. 

7.  John  Roberts : Eaheny  and  Killucan. — A most  respectable  efficient  man, 
in  whose  hands  an  extensive  collection  would  be  most  safe. 
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8.  Richard  Sheeran : Lynn,  Enniscoffey,  Castlelost,  and  Clenfad. — This  man  Mullingar  Union, 
has  been  most  successful  as  a collector,  heretofore ; and  although  an  indifferent 

clerk,  has  had  the  warrants  given  him  for  new  rate. 

9.  Vacant:  Newtown. — Richard  Gray  was  approved  of,  hut  prevented  getting 
security  owing  to  intimidation.  A smarter  man  of  a class  above  him  would  be 
required  for  this  division,  but  not  to  be  had  for  6d.  in  the  pound. 

10.  Vacant:  Castletown. — Michael  Banon  was  approved  of  for  this  division, 
but  declined  the  office  afterwards,  not  being  able  to  provide  the  necessary 
sureties ; and  the  persons  offering  for  it  since  were  of  too  low  a grade  to  be 
accepted  of ; and  without  a very  determined  efficient  person,  no  good  can  be 
expected  in  getting  the  rate ; 6d.  in  the  pound  will  not  secure  the  services  of 
such  a person. 

11.  Vacant:  Streamstown. — John  Grey  was  approved  of  for  this  division,  but 
could  not  find  security.  I thought  him  very  unfit  for  the  office,  and  no  one  has 
come  forward  since,  the  inducement  being  small  and  there  being  some  personal 
risk,  owing  to  the  friends  of  Hugh  Carey,  late  collector,  having  held  out  threats 
that  personal  injury  would1  be  inflicted  on  any  one  who  should  be  appointed  his 
successor. 

The  Guardian  of  the  last-named  division,  Mr.  Mark  Kelly,  told  me  that  until 
the  Board  of  Guardians  feel  disposed  to  pay  their  collectors  better  the  rates 
must  remain  unpaid,  as  no  respectable  men  will  undertake  the  arduous  office 
■when  difficulties  will  have  to  be  encountered  for  6d.  in  the  pound. 

The  collectors  who  have  got  their  -warrants,  except  Mr.  Purcell,  have  an  ex- 
cellent local  knowledge  of  their  respective  districts,  which  is  very  necessary 
from  the  defective  state  of  the  rate-books,  the  changes  in  occupancy  not  having 
been  made  as  they  occurred  by  the  revising  valuator,  Mr.  Harton,  so  that  names 
appear  that  should  have  been  changed  long  since. 

Without  quite  a different  class  of  persons  to  those  usually  appointed  as  col- 
lectors for 

Killare, 

Piercetown, 

Rathconrath, 

Ballynacarrigy, 

Templeoran, 

Newtown, 

Castletown,  and 
Streamstown, 

where  the  rates  are  high,  except  in  Templeoran,  and  land  much  subdivided,  it 
wall  be  absurd  to  expect  that  large  sums,  now  so  much  required  to  get  the  Union 
out  of  debt,  can  be  realised.  The  Guardians  appear  determined  to  adhere  to 
2i  per  cent,  for  all  collectors. 

My  fears  related  principally  to  those  places  in  my  last  report,  and  I am  not 
singular  in  entertaining  them ; as  without  a fair  remuneration  good  and  trust- 
worthy persons  -will  not  come  forward  who  really  mean  to  do  their  duty. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — April  24,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  19th  instant,  relating  to  the  collectors  of  poor-rate  in  the  Mullingar 
Union,  and  I am  to  convey  to  you  the  thanks  of  the  Commissioners  for  the 
information  afforded. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  address  the  Board 
of  Guardians  on  the  necessity  of  appointing  a better  class  of  collectors  in  the 
divisions  of  Killare,  Piercetown,  Rathconrath,  Ballynacarrigy,  Templeoran, 
Newtown,  Castletown,  and  Streamstown,  than  the  persons  who  heretofore  have 
held  that  office,  and  pointing  out  to  the  Guardians  the  advantage  of  allowing  a 
liberal  rale  of  poundage  to  these  officers. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Guardians  : — April  24,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  having  received  a report  from  Captain  Telford, 
relative  to  the  fitness  of  the  several  poor-rate  collectors  of  the  Mullingar  Union 
for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  I am  directed  to 
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suggest  to  the  Board,  of  Guardians  the  necessity  which  exists  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a better  class  of  officers  to  collect  the  rates  in  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Killare,  Piercetown,  Rathcourath,  Ballynacarrigy,  Templeoran,  Newtown, 
Castletown,  and  Streamstown,  than  the  persons  on  whom  that  duty  has  here- 
tofore devolved,  as  it  appears  from  Captain  Telford’s  observations  on  the  subject, 
that  those  officers  are  but  ill  calculated  for  its  due  discharge. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  point  out  to  the  Guardians  the  advantage  of  alloAV- 
ing  a more  liberal  rate  of  poundage  to  the  collectors  of  poor-rate,  as  the  Com- 
missioners conceive  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of  inducing  a more  efficient 
class  of  persons  to  offer  themselves  for  that  office. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  19,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  report,  that  during  the  latter  part  of  the  week  ended  the 
15th  instant,  I exerted  myself  principally  in  getting  Mr.  Harton,  the  revising 
valuator,  to  complete  the  Rate  and  Collecting  Books,  so  essential  to  stejis 
being  taken  to  restore  the  Union  to  something  like  a state  of  solvency,  and  they 
are  now,  without  having  undergone  the  changes  that  time  must  effect  by  death 
and  removal  of  occupiers  and  immediate  lessors,  as  perfect  as  they  can  be 
made.  Five  collectors  only  have  obtained  their  warrants,  one  of  whom,  almost 
immediately  after,  lodged  better  than  70/.  with  the  treasurer. 

Were  it  not  for  delaying  too  long  in  striking  a rate  on  the  part  of  the  Guar- 
dians, and  the  indisposition  evinced  by  them  to  appoint  men  of  respectability 
and  business  habits  as  collectors,  such  as  a fair  remuneration  would  be  sure  to 
secure,  this  Union  might  long  since  be  as  much  in  credit  as  in  debt,  and  even 
now,  were  there  not  so  many  vacancies  to  be  filled  up  of  that  important  office, 
the  pecuniary  resources  would  be  speedily  recruited,  there  are  so  many  large 
proprietors  occupying  large  tracts  of  their  own  estates;  but  unfortunately 
where  destitution  most  prevails,  and  the  rates  consequently  heavy,  from  non- 
residence of  persons  of  good  means,  and  the  minute  sub-division  of  land,  the 
difficulty  principally  exists  at  a season  of  the  year,  what  between  the  payment 
of  rent  and  sowing  the  land,  the  small  farmer  has  little,  if  anything,  to  dispose 
of.  I trust,  nevertheless,  even  with  an  imperfect  machinery  to  put  to  work, 
that  much  may  be  accomplished  in  a short  time. 

I found  yesterday  morning  that  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Inspector,  had  arrived  in 
town,  and  waited  on  him,  in  the  hope  that  he  would  attend  the  Board,  when  I 
should  point  out  to  him  whatever  I might  deem  requisite  he  should  take  notice 
of  as  being  defective;  but  unfortunately  he  received  a peremptory  order  to 
proceed  forthwith  to  Loughrea,  whither  he  started  almost  immediately  after. 

There  was  a very  full  Board  yesterday,  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  and  a large  assemblage  of  persons  were  brought  in  to  have  the  work- 
house  test  applied,  many  of  whom  indignantly  rejected  admission,  and  of  130 
who  agreed  to  come  into  the  house,  only  25  remained.  A larger  number  of 
Guardians  remained  throughout  the  day’s  proceedings  than  I have  witnessed 
heretofore,  there  being  sufficient  to  constitute  a Board  up  to  7 o’clock.  Were 
a second  day  in  the  week  given  to  business,  all  that  could  be  required  would 
be  readily  accomplished. 

There  is  an  assistant  master  much  wanted ; a steady  man,  such  as  a dis- 
charged constable  of  police,  or  a respectable  old  non-commissioned  officer,  at  a 
salary  of  20/.  or  25/.  a-year ; but  the  Board  having  determined  not  to  exceed 
15/.,  no  person  eligible  for  the  appointment  is  likely  to  look  for  it. 

The  porter  having  again  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  for 
misconduct,  he  was  at  first  reprimanded  and  fined  1/.,  but  another  charge 
having  been  brought  against  him  for  losing,  by  neglect,  the  clothing  belonging 
to  a pauper  on  admission,  which  wras  not  forthcoming  when  required  again, 
and  on  my  representing  that  this  man’s  improper  conduct  had  so  recently 
drawn  the  attention  of  the  authorities  to  the  insubordination  of  the  officers  of 
the  establishment,  and  that  nothing  short  of  dismissal  could  be  expected,  he 
was  called  on  for  his  resignation. 

The  clerk  again  applied  for  an  assistant  to  enable  him  to  conduct  the  in- 
creased business  which  the  Extension  Act  required  of  him,  but  no  hope  was 
held  out  that  any  help  would  be  afforded  him.  He  has  a good  deal  to  do, 
requiring  great  care  and  accuracy,  and  therefore  I thought  his  demand  was 
reasonable. 
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I produced  a memorandum  of  Mr.  Lloyd’s,  recommending  all  communication 
between  the  relieving  officers  and  recipients  of  relief  to  be  cut  off,  except 
ordering  the  contractor  to  give  the  quantity  of  meal  to  each  as  directed,  and 
that  the  contract  should  be  for  supply,  delivery,  and  weighing-out,  and  except 
to  the  infirm  classes,  that  half  a pint  of  water  should  be  added  to  each  pound  of 
meal,  and  the  issue  to  take  place  twice  a-week  instead  of  once-,  but  the  Guar- 
dians laughed  at  it  as  being  perfectly  absurd  and  impracticable,  adding  expense 
to  expense,  although  preventing  much  of  the  relieving  officers’ time  being  taken 
up  superintending  the  issue  of  meal  once  a-week,  at  each  of  the  relief  offices. 

I called  on  Messrs.  Higgins  and  Gavagan  to  resign,  as  authorized  by  your 
letter  in  reply  to  my  report  of  the  5th  instant,  but  the  former  declined  doing 
so — the  other  at  once  expressing  his  readiness  to  do  whatever  might  be  re- 
quired of  him. 

The  districts  of  these  relieving  officers  are  too  large  to  enable  them  to 
perform  their  duties  accurately.  Ballynacarrigy,  in  that  of  Mr.  Higgins,  and 
Killare,  in  Mr.  Gavagan’s,  would  almost  require  distinct  relieving  officers  for 
each,  owing  to  their  extent  and  great  destitution.  These  men  have  to  be  at 
the  workhouse  twice  a week,  one  coming  upwards  of  l '2  miles,  and  the  other 
nearly  as  far. 

The  district  of  Newtown  is  rather  large  for  one  relieving  officer,  but  how  to 
dispose  of  any  one  of  the  three  electoral  divisions  which  compose  it  afterwards, 
I cannot  at  present  point  out ; that  is,  if  one  were  taken  off,  to  make  the  other 
two  manageable. 

I should  like  to  know  how  far  I could  act  independently  of  the  Guardians  in 
establishing  anything  like  the  system  pursued  by  the  Ballina  Vice-Guardians 
and  Mr.  Hamilton ; as,  if  it  be  necessary  to  have  their  concurrence,  I should 
be  only  laughed  at  for  folly,  although  were  they  to  see  the  benefit  which  must 
arise  l'rom  it,  they  might  change  their  minds.  The  greatest  difficulty  is  to  get 
them  to  give  sufficient  salary  to  competent  overseers ; as  yet  6s.  a-week  is  all 
they  allow,  and  that  will  only  procure  the  services  of  a mere  labourer  who  can 
take  down  names,  but  exercise  no  kind  of  wholesome  influence. 

The  Guardians  during  the  few  hours  they  devote  to  business  never  have 
time  to  examine  books  of  any  kind,  the  applications  for  relief  being  merely 
gone  through  lor  each  district.  Latterly  the  workhouse  test  has  been  so  well 
applied,  that  most  of  the  cases  of  applicants  for  relief  stand  rejected. 

The  Ballynacarrigy,  Castletown,  Streamstown,  and  Newtown  divisions  have 
heavy  lists  getting  out-door  relief : but  whenever  the  weather  takes  up,  so  that 
river-drainage  can  be  carried  on,  they  must  be  greatly  diminished. 

The  Ballynacarrigy  division  has  at  length  been  supplied  with  implements  on 
requisition  for  the  able-bodied  to  break  stones,  having  ceased  to  give  further 
opposition  to  it  as  being  useless  and  demoralizing ; but  the  Guardians  will  not 
make  any  move  towards  organizing  a proper  system,  and  I cannot  force  them 
1 believe  to  appoint  the  class  of  persons  requisite  to  insure  a sufficient  quantity 
of  work  to  be  done  by  each  pauper. 

The  objection  of  the  Guardians  to  taking  temporary  buildings  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  room  in  the  workhouse  by  the  removal  of  the  school  children, 
is  the  necessity  of  increasing  their  staff  consequent  thereon  ; and  the  want  of 
funds  prevents  the  making  due  provision  for  aged  and  infirm  persons  out  of  the 
establishment,  which  I think  they  are  disposed  to  do  whenever  means  are  at 
their  disposal. 

The  ground  belonging  to  the  workhouse  is  appropriated  for  a potato  crop 
this  year,  but  from  the  few  able-bodied  men  at  present  inmates,  I have  had  the 
men  taken  from  stone-breaking  in  the  town  and  cleaning  the  streets,  to  assist 
in  the  cultivation  of  it ; in  fact,  the  Board  passed  a resolution  to  that  effect. 

I shall  be  most  particular  in  seeing  the  general  order  relating  to  collectors 
rigidly  carried  out,  as  the  accounts  of  the  collectors  heretofore  have  been 
shamefully  neglected,  and  a large  sum  in  consequence  placed  in  the  utmost 


jeopardy. 


April  20. 


Having  been  detained  so  long  yesterday  in  the  workhouse,  trying  to  get  the 
accounts  of  a collector  in  proper  order,  who  succeeded  another,  at  his  death, 
who  was  a defaulter  to  a great  extent  before  the  collection  was  half  effected, 
my  report  was  late  for  yesterday’s  post,  which  shall  not  occur  again,  if 


possible. 


6 M 2 
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Mullingar  Umon.  Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  26,  1848. 

1.  I beg  leave  to  state  that  during  the  latter  part  of  the  week  ended  the 
22nd  instant,  I was  principally  engaged  in  getting  the  accounts  of  six  electoral 
divisions,  namely,  Rathconrath,  Ballynacarrigy,  Templeoran,  Leny,  Multyfarn- 
ham,  and  Taghmon,  so  arranged  as  to  ascertain  precisely  how  they  stood  as 
affecting  the  sureties  of  the  late  Mr.  Hanlon,  collector,  who  died  last  summer,  a 
defaulter,  and  his  successors,  Messrs.  Keeffe  and  Ward,  between  whom  the 
above-named  divisions  were  formed  into  districts,  and  what  appeared  to  remain 
uncollected,  given  to  get  in. 

2.  Mr.  Keeffe  having  made  his  entries  in  the  collecting  books  of  his  prede- 
cessor and  been  left  to  himself  afterwards,  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  how 
his  accounts  stood  without  completely  sundering  them,  which  took  a good  deal 
of  time,  all  attempts  otherwise  having  proved  ineffectual.  He  alleges  havin'* 
seen  receipts  of  Hanlon’s  to  the  amount  of  751.,  for  which  no  entries  had  been 
made,  but  had  only  four  of  them  to  produce.  It  is  proposed  returning  the  sums 
producing  tliis  amount,  excepting  the  amount  of  the  receipts  forthcoming  in 
arrear  in  the  present  rate  books,  and  then  sending  a person  specially  to  take°the 
receipts  up,  by  giving  others  in  their  place,  if  Keeffe’s  statement  be  found 
correct. 

3.  Mr.  Ward,  who  had  been  a long  time  recovering  from  the  effects  of  fever 
came  in  on  Saturday  last,  when  his  accounts  had  to  undergo  the  same  operation 
as  Keeffe’s,  but  are  now  satisfactorily  arranged.  He  has  taken  up  or  seen 
receipts  of  Hanlon’s  for  sums  returned  to  him  uncollected,  for  30 1 Altogether 
Hanlon  died  in  debt  to  the  Union,  if  all  receipts  be  forthcoming  as  alleged, 
208/.,  which  I greatly  fear  will  be  lost  from  the  present  circumstances  of°  his 
sureties. 


4.  Until  it  can  be  ascertained  whether  the  persons  returned  by  Messrs.  Carey 
and  Brien,  late  collectors,  as  defaulting  ratepayers  have  paid  or  not,  no  steps  by 
the  terms  of  their  respective  bonds  can  be  taken  in  suing  their  sureties.  These 
men  were  permitted  to  resign,  having  been  reported  for  neglect  of  duty,  and 
as  yet,  have  not  had  successors  appointed  with  your  concurrence. 

5.  There  was  a good  attendance  of  Guardians  yesterday,  notwithstanding  the 
cattle  show  in  Dublin,  a fair  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  attractions  of  an 
exhibition  ol  flowers  in  Mullingar.  Your  letter  was  read  on  the  subject  of 
collectors,  recommending  a better  class  of  persons  to  be  appointed  than  hereto- 
lore,  at  a more  liberal  rate  of  poundage,  for  the  divisions  of  Killare,  Piercetown 
Rathconrath,  Ballynacarrigy,  Templeoran,  Newtown,  Castletown,  andStreams- 
town,  but  without  making  the  slightest  impression ; the  Guardians  deemino-  six- 
pence  in  the  pound  sufficient.  Mr.  Patrick  Philips  having  found  other  sureties 
than  those  originally  named,  they  were  approved  of  for  Killare  collection.  Mr 
Kiehard  Gray  having  obtained  a second  surety  in  which  he  had  been  deficient, 
was  approved  of  as  collector  for  Newtown;  and  Mr.  William  Manny  and 
sureties  were  approved  of  for  Piercetown  collection.  A candidate  for  Castle- 
town collection  was  rejected  from  writing  very  badly  and  being  incapable  of 
keeping  intelligible  accounts  A Mr.  Glenville  offered  himself  for  the 
collection  of  Castletown  and  Streamstown  at  one  shilling  in  the  pound,  naming 
solvent  surehes,  but  his  proposal  was  not  entertained  for  a moment. 

account  ’fit  VS  °t  m,°*ion  for  “ distant  was  withdrawn ; first,  on 
account  of  the i probability  oi Fa  tlnn  attendance  of  Guardians,  and  ultimately,  from 

tw? 1 ^ l h “°  cI?™ce  °f  succeeding.  I stated  from  the  pressure  of  business 
dub/1  L )e.en.UP°"  h™’  %e  ^possibility  of  his  performing  himself  all  the 
hL  bcpnTftf  ™ier  * f Exten50u  Act> and  consequently  the  out-door  register 
was  ahho^S,*,  PaUPte-  7S;  and  sometimes  to  relieving  officers,  and  the  result 
wait  although  a most  important  document,  it  was  in  many  instances  very  erro- 
’ cfes  *hat  w“e  reJccted  or  admitted  to  the  workhouse  having  been 
d’  d f101?  thv  T°cde  aJdoI,ted  the  Boatd  at  first  of  putting  down  a 
altogether  fr™  tb  rellef  for  dependents  they  were  registered  as  cases  also ; 
altoDethei  fiom  the  clerk  not  being  permitted  or  enabled  to  perform  all 

nnt  /^heVdftlei!  Ie1ulred  °.f  hlm  ™der  article  8 of  the  Genera1!  Order  for 
arle  raudWng  the  f““es  have  occun-ed,  and  difficulties  must 

dli  Jn  1 J j!  f +1  £00<^  °J  discussion  as  to  whether  an  assistant  master 
should  be  appointed,  or  a wardman  and  wardmaid ; when  it  was  decided  that 
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the  latter  should  take  place,  as  the  preference  was  given  to  such  arrangement  Mullingar  Union, 
by  the  master,  with  which  he  is  to  rest  satisfied.  — 

8.  After  a notice  of  motion  for  the  re-consideration  of  the  chargeability  of  a 
pauper  that  could  not  be  decided,  a host  of  people  were  brought  forward  who 
had  been  getting  out-door  relief,  to  have  the  workhouse  test  applied  to  them, 
which  soon  wearied  out  the  patience  of  the  Guardians ; most  of  whom  disap- 
peared about  five  o’clock,  leaving  the  remainder  of  the  business  to  be  transacted 
by  three  elected  Guardians,  who  with  difficulty  were  persuaded  to  stop  till  poor 
people  who  had  been  brought  in  10  and  12  Irish  miles  were  finally  disposed 
of,  at  a quarter  past  eight  o’clock.  The  accounts  of  collectors  who  had  closed 
their  accounts  could  not  then  be  gone  into  from  want  of  a Board,  one  Guardian 
having  withdrawn ; consequently  an  adjournment  to  Thursday  was  determined 
on  for  that  purpose,  but  whether  a sufficient  number  of  Guardians  can  be  got 
together  is  problematical : 225  persons  were  admitted  to  the  workhouse,  but 
of  that  number  perhaps  a fourth  will  not  remain. 

9.  The  porter,  who  had  been  called  on  for  his  resignation  last  Board-day, 
presented  a memorial,  praying  to  be  continued  in  office,  which  was  acceded  to, 
though  twice  before  the  Guardians  for  neglect  of  duty  within  a very  short 
period.  He  is  better,  however,  than  perhaps  a successor  might  be  at  so  small  a 
salary  as  10/.  a-year. 

10.  The  business  of  this  Union  ever  since  I came  to  it  has  been  conducted  in 
so  hurried  and  imperfect  a manner  as  regards  the  Extension  Act ; one  day  only 
in  the  week  being  all  the  Guardians  can  devote  to  it ; and  the  manifest  disin- 
clination to  adhere  to  the  instructions  for  carrying  out  the  lawr,  together  with 
liabilities  affecting  it,  now  little  short  of  6000/.,  and  no  disposition  to  provide 
such  a class  of  collectors  on  whom  confidence  might  be  reposed  in  the  due 
discharge  of  their  duty,  places  me  in  a very  embarrassing  position ; as  I feel 
no  confidence  in  any  quarter,  and  look  upon  it  that  without  a paid  Board,  the 
financial  condition  of  an  extensive  and  comparatively  rich  Union  will  be  as  bad 
in  a little  time  as  when  the  most  unfavourable  circumstances  prevailed. 

11.  As  to  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied  without  an  efficient  machinery 
and  regular  system  based  thereon,  it  can  answer  no  purpose ; and  whilst  6s.  a- 
week  is  all  that  will  be  allowed  an  overseer,  the  services  of  a mere  labourer  are 
all  that  can  be  reckoned  on.  In  Piercetown,  Rathconrath,  and  Ballynacarrigy, 
although  supplied  with  implements,  no  effort  has  been  made  to  put  the  paupers 
to  work. 

12.  Mr.  Lloyd’s  memorandum,  which  he  gave  me  on  the  18th  instant,  has 
been  made  quite  a subject  of  ridicule,  as  being  preposterous  in  the  extreme.  It 
recommended  cutting  off  all  communication  between  relieving  officers  and 
recipients  of  relief,  except  ordering  the  contractor  to  give  the  quantity  of  meal 
to  each  as  decided,  and  that  the  contract  should  be  made  for  supply,  delivery, 
and  weighing,  &c.  He  also  suggested  that  the  issue  of  food  should  be  made 
twice  instead  of  once  a week,  and  with  half  a pint  of  water  to  one  pound  of 
meal. 

13.  The  arrangement  in  this  Union  which  the  Guardians  are  determined  to 
adhere  to  is  the  personal  attendance  of  the  relieving  officer,  who  obtains  an 
order  for  a week’s  supply  of  food  at  a time,  in  issuing  it  at  his  office,  thereby 
occupying  three  entire  days  in  some  districts ; a storekeeper,  or  the  appoint- 
ment of  a person  in  that  capacity  not  being  permitted ; consequently  the  time 
a relieving  officer  should  be  otherwise  engaged  is  thus  occupied. 

14.  The  fact  is  that  it  is  not  merely  that  the  Union  will  be  plunged  into 
great  pecuniary  difficulty  by  the  system  at  present  pursued,  but  the  law  and 
instructions  for  carrying  it  out  are  looked  on  as  so  complex,  that  it  amounts  to 
an  impossibility ; and  an  opinion  expressed  to  that  effect  in  the  presence  of  the 
clerk  and  relieving  officers,  is  not  calculated  to  impress  them  with  a belief  that 
a rigid  adherence  to  their  several  duties  is  indispensable. 

15.  The  Application  and  Report  Books  rarely  specify  the  duration  of  relief, 
and  until  latterly,  the  amount  in  meal  was  never  inserted,  merely  the  money 
value,  which  must  undergo  change  with  each  alteration  in  price  as  fresh 
contracts  are  entered  into. 

16.  The  strong  objection  to  paying  anything  like  a staff  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  mode  of  out-door  relief  as  prescribed,  is  so  strong,  and  any  suggestion 
on  the  subject  met  with  so  much  impatience,  that  I am  quite  in  despair  at 
effecting  any  good;  besides,  two  whole  days  in  the  week,  with  competent 
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officers  in  every  capacity,  would  be  the  very  least  in  which  the  business  of  so 
large  a Union  as  this,  containing  26  electoral  divisions,  could  be  transacted. 

f?.  I have  already  had  occasion  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  inefficiency  of 
relievin'*  officers  Higgins,  Gavagan,  and  Ryan,  the  two  former  of  whom  I 
called  on  to  resign,  with  your  authority,  but  they  have  not  as  yet  complied. 
As  to  Mr.  Ryan  he  is  utterly  unfit  for  his  appointment ; he  is  a miserable  clerk, 
and  so  circumstanced  from  his  connexion  with  his  mother  s shop,  that  he  has 
not  the  inclination,  nor  is  he  in  a position,  to  perform  his  duty  as  he  should. 
It  took  me  a whole  day  to  compare  his  Application  and  Report  Book  with  his 
relief  list,  when  I found  the  greatest  inaccuracies  tending  to  make  his  integrity 
doubtful. 

18.  Five  collectors  are  in  operation  with  the  new  books;  but  as  yet  only 
324/.  7s.  has  been  paid  to  the  treasurer.  Every  Saturday  I mean  to  have  them 
in  to  account ; and  were  the  other  divisions  provided  with  proper  collectors  a 
good  deal  might  be  effected  in  a short  time. 

19.  My  feelings  are  so  strong  as  to  the  necessity  of  having  a paid  Board  here, 
as  the  business  "can  never  be  properly  transacted  by  the  present  one,  having 
neither  the  inclination  to  devote  more  time  to  it,  nor  to  appoint  competent 
officers,  their  rate  of  remuneration  being  too  low  to  secure  the  services  of  such 
as  might  be  depended  on  ; and  feeling  under  existing  circumstances  how  little 
I can  "effect,  I should  most  gladly  vacate  my  present  position,  refunding  to  the 
uttermost  farthing  all  sums  remitted  me  on  account  of  salary  or  otherwise ; 
and  should  you  deem  it  expedient  to  appoint  Vice-Guardians,  they  should  be 
men  of  experience  to  remedy  the  evils  ensuing  from  debt  and  the  unfavourable 
period  of  the  year  suffered  to  arrive  before  any  step  could  be  taken  to  collect 
a new  rate,  to  say  nothing  of  the  total  disregard  to  all  instructions  issued  for 
the  due  administration  of  the  Extension  Act. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians — Dissolution  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians: — May  1,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  serious  consideration  the 
present  state  of  the  Mullingar  Union,  and  the  correspondence  which  has  recently 
taken  place  regarding  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  Union  by  the  Board 
of  Guardians. 

It  appears  that  on  the  15th  April  last,  the  workhouse,  which  is  estimated  to 
contain  1016  inmates,  contained  974,  a number  little  short  of  the  full  comple- 
ment; and  that  there  were  7947  persons  on  the  out-door  relief  lists,  including 
3466  persons  relieved  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Extension  Act ; and  that  at 
least  equal  numbers  were  chargeable  on  the  poor-rates  lor  several  weeks  pre- 
viously to  that  date,  at  a cost,  averaging  from  the  commencement  of  the  month 
of  March,  of  250/.  weekly.  The  nature  and  extent  of  the  relief  now  prevailing 
in  the  Union  are  both  such  as  to  demand  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  the 
most  assiduous  attention  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  especially  the  examina- 
tion of  the  cases  of  the  recipients  of  out-door  relief ; and  the  Commissioners 
deeply  regret  to  find  from  the  reports  of  their  Inspector,  Captain  Telford,  that 
the  Guardians  have  not  collectively  shown  a disposition  to  give  the  necessary 
attention  to  the  business  of  the  Board. 

The  Commissioners  consider  that  the  greatest  allowance  is  to  be  made  for 
gentlemen  who  have  other  avocations  to  attend  to,  and  many  of  whom  in  an 
extensive  Union  like  that  of  Mullingar  reside  at  a considerable  distance  from* 
the  place  of  meeting ; but  under  the  present  circumstances  of  difficulty,  and 
with  details  of  so  much  magnitude  as  those  involved  in  the  present  system  of 
relief,  it  is  a matter  of  paramount  importance  that  greater  pains  should  be 
bestowed  on  the  business  of  the  Union  and  the  control  and  superintendence  of 
its  paid  officers,  than  can  possibly  be  bestowed  by  gentlemen  who  meet  only 
once  in  the  week  for  the  discharge  of  their  onerous  duties. 

Captain  Telford  reports  most  unfavourably  of  the  efficiency  of  several  of  the 
relieving  officers  in  the  Union,  especially  Messrs.  Higgins,  Gavagan,  and  Ryan ; . 
and  the  Commissioners  greatly  fear  that  proper  control  is  not  exercised  over 
those  officers  by  the  Board,  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  record  on  the  minutes  of 
the  Guardians  of  their  views  regarding  the  efficiency  of  any  of  these  officers. 

It  appears  that  several  of  the  collectors  of  the  last  made  rates  have  failed  as 
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yet  to  close  their  accounts  of  the  collection  satisfactorily  ; and  that  the  Guardians  Mullingar  Union. 

have  nevertheless  deemed  it  right  to  entrust  to  a similar  class  of  persons,  at  a 

low  rate  of  poundage,  the  collection  of  the  rate  which  has  recently  been  made, 

the  recent  remonstrance  of  the  Commissioners  having  failed  to  produce  any 

change  in  the  course  pursued  by  the  Guardians  on  this  important  point. 

The  present  financial  position  of  the  Union  is  such  as,  in  connexion  with  the 
circumstance  last  adverted  to,  is  calculated  to  create  considerable  alarm,  the 
expenditure  of  the  12  months  having  so  largely  exceeded  the  collection  during 
the  same  period  that  the  liabilities  of  the  Guardians  approach  to  nearly  6000/. 

In  a Union  containing  so  much  rateable  property  in  proportion  to  its  poverty 
as  that  of  Mullingar,  it  was  no  difficult  task  for  the  Guardians  to  have  avoided 
debt  and  embarrassment,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  rate-payers.  It  appears,  however,  that  at  the  close  of  March, 

1847,  a rate  was  made,  amounting  to  8502/.,  a sum  equal  to  10k/-  in  the  pound, 
on  the  entire  valuation ; of  which  there  was  collected  in  the  first  six  months, 

5156/.,  or  6k/.  in  the  poimd  on  the  valuation,  leaving  3346/.  uncollected,  and 
901/.  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  a sum  exceeding  the  then  liabilities  of  the  Union 
by  427/. 

In  the  ensuing  six  months  there  was  collected  only  2374/.,  or  3d.  in  the 
pound  on  the  valuation,  a sum  little  exceeding  in  amount  the  expenses  of  the 
single  month  of  February,  and  falling  short  of  the  total  expenses  of  the  six 
months  by  5167/. 

The  rate  recently  made  appeared  to  the  Commissioners  satisfactory  in  amount, 
but  they  consider  that  due  exertion  failed  to  be  made  by  the  Guardians  in  their 
not  causing  the  collection  of  the  rate  made  in  March,  1847,  to  be  sooner 
brought  to  a close,  and  a new  rate  brought  into  collection  at  a more  favourable 
period  of  the  year  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  the  present  emergency. 

The  Commissioners  consider,  therefore,  that  the  Guardians  of  Mullingar 
Union  have  made  great  default  in  the  discharge  of  this  important  portion  of 
their  duties  as  a Board ; and  their  unwillingness  or  inability  to  give  sufficient 
attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union  has  been  brought  so  fre- 
quently, and  in  so  marked  a manner,  under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  they  cannot  do  otherwise  than  exercise  their  powers  under  the  18th  section 
of  the  Extension  Act,  by  dissolving  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  appointing 
paid  officers  to  execute  their  duties.  An  order  to  that  effect  is  therefore 
enclosed  herewith,  and  will  be  followed  shortly  by  the  appointment  of  paid 
officers. 


Captain  Telford  to  the  Commissioners  : — May  2,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  report  that  this  day  I received  a copy  of  your  sealed 
order  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union. 

This  being  the  ordinary  day  of  meeting,  the  deputy  chairman  presiding, — after 
the  minutes  of  last  day’s  proceedings  were  read  and  signed,  your  letter  of  the 
1st  inst.,  together  with  the  sealed  order  which  accompanied  it,  -were  read  by 
the  clerk,  and  immediately  the  Guardians,  six  in  number,  retired  very  much 
dissatisfied,  one  of  whom  since  his  election  having  only  attended  twice  or  thrice, 
hoping  the  Commissioners  would  not  send  fools  to  conduct  their  business,  and 
blaming  me  as  the  cause  of  their  being  dissolved. 

In  consequence  of  there  being  several  letters  for  Mr.  Flanagan  at  the  post- 
office  this  morning,  I remained  in  the  Board-room  until  past  5 o’clock,  hoping 
he  might  arrive  and  give  instructions  how  I was  to  proceed  until  the  paid  Board 
should  come  into  operation,  having  no  powers  that  I can  conceive  invested  in 
me  to  act  the  part  of  one. 

The  relieving  officers  who  had  90  cases  to  dispose  of,  but  not  thinking  them 
of  a very  urgent  nature,  sent  the  parties  away  at  my  suggestion,  until  I or  others 
should  be  empowered  to  decide  with  regard  to  them. 

The  contractors  having  agreed  to  supply  the  offices  of  the  relieving  officers 
as  usual  on  their  provisional  orders,  and  there  being  nothing  to  do  that  I had 
authority  to  proceed  with,  I left  the  workhouse. 

I shall  look  forward  with  anxiety  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Flanagan,  or  instruc- 
tions under  the  peculiar  circumstances  I am  placed  in,  as  I do  not  feel  myself 
in  a position  to  perform  the  functions  of  the  late  Board. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing: — May  3,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  2nd  instant,  relating  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Mullingar  Union,  and  in  reply  I am  to  inform  you  that  Vice-Guardians 
have  been  selected  and  will  be  appointed  immediately,  and  that  on  their  accept- 
ance of  the  office  they  will  be  directed  to  proceed  at  once  to  Mullingar,  where 
the  Commissioners  trust  they  will  arrive  before  the  next  weekly  meeting. 

In  the  meantime  I am  to  request  that  you  will  take  care  that  the  provisional 
powers  of  the  relieving  officers  to  afford  relief  in  cases  of  sudden  and  urgent 
necessity  are  exercised  in  any  cases  of  that  nature  which  may  occur. 

For  better  security,  and  in  the  event  of  both  the  Vice-Guardians  not  arriving, 
the  Commissioners  have  directed  you  to  be  appointed  a Vice-Guardian,  pro  tem- 
pore, at  a nominal  salary, — with  no  intention,  however,  of  superseding  your 
functions  as  Inspector  of  the  Union. 
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FINANCIAL  RETURNS 


[In  continuation  of  Similar  Series  in  Fifth  Series  of  Poor  Law  Correspondence  of  the  present 
Session. 


STATEMENTS  (pp.  1001-1005)  showing— 

I.  The  Progress  of  the  Collection  of  the  Poor  Rate  in  the  several  Unions 
in  Ireland  during  the  Month  of  February,  1848;  also  the  Amount 
disbursed  by  the  Treasurers  during  the  Month ; together  with  the 
Amount  remaining  uncollected,  and  the  state  of  the  Balances  at 
the  close  of  the  Month. 

II.  The  Total  A mount  of  Poor  Rate  collected  during  the  five  Months  from 
1st  October,  1847,  to  29th  February,  1848. 

III.  The  Amount  of  the  Liabilities  of  the  several  Lemons  to  Contractors  and 

others  on  29th  February,  1848,  exclusive  of  any  sum  due  to  Her 
Majesty’s  Government  for  the  Principal  and  Interest  of  the  Work- 
house  Loan,  or  any  Sum  due  on  account  of  any  other  Loan  obtained 
from  other  Parties  simply  for  Building  Purposes. 

IV.  Summary  showing  the  Amount  of  Rate  collected  in  each  Month ; also 

the  Amount  remaining  uncollected,  and  the  state  of  the  Balances  a 
foot  of  the  Treasurer’s  Accounts,  at  the  close  of  each  Month. 


STATEMENT  (pp.  1006-1014),  showing  for  each  Poor  Law  Union  in  Ireland — 

I.  The  Average  Numbers  of  Destitute  Persons  relieved  in  the  Work- 
house  and  out  of  the  Workhouse  during  March,  1848. 

II.  The  Expenses  of  the  Month,  distinguishing  the  Cost  of  In-Maintenance, 
of  Out-Relief,  and  of  all  other  Expenses. 

III.  The  Progress  of  the  Collection  of  Poor  Rate  during  the  Month, 

compared  with  the  Expenses  of  the  Month. 

IV.  The  Financial  Condition  at  the  close  of  the  Month,  the  state  of  the 

Balance  on  the  Treasurer’s  Account,  and  the  Amount  of  Liabilities 
to  Contractors  or  others,  exclusive  of  any  Sum  due  to  Her  Majesty’s 
Government,  on  Account  of  Building  Loans,  or  other  Advances. 

V.  A Comparative  Summary  of  the  Collection  and  Expenses  of  the  Six 
Months,  from  29th  September,  1847,  to  31st  March,  1848. 
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FINANCIAL  RETURN,  FEBRUARY,  1848. 


PROVINCE  OF  ULSTER. 


Amount 

Balance  a 

foot  of  the 

Amount 

Excess  of 

for  which 

Amount  o 

with  the 

Poor  Kate 

of  Debts  on 
29th  Feb., 

remaining 
to  credit  o 

Current 

,?rF‘ 

Receipts 
during  the 

A ^ 

Names  of  Unions 
and  Counties. 

collected 

_by the 

uncoliecte 

29th  Feb., 

deducting 

February. 

Receipts 

Month. 

Poor  Rate 

Guardians. 

Guardians. 

any. 

Debts. 

Column  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

C 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Co.  Antrim. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

1,050 

83 

83 

6-28 

6,300 

2,541 

1,985 

509 

421 

340 

258 

25S 

241 

2,533 

716 

165 

144 

*250 

8 

Ballymena  . . 

1,140 

107 

107 

598 

3,429 

41 

769 

820 

713 

752 

703 

754 

336 

3,211 

3,773 

823 

581 

*350 

404 

3,232 

3,159 

2,184 

10,316 

9,874 

1,560 

1,680 

1,526 

1,633 

Larne.  . . . 

652 

15 

15 

162 

1,151 

2,411 

904 

445 

471 

456 

Ltsburn  . . . 

1,500 

1,183 

1,213 

695 

690 

3,650 

216 

434 

699 

’ *514 

136,397 

Co.  Armagh. 

.Armagh  . . . 

1,300 

1,777 

1,763 

1,678 

17,866 

5,528 

191 

709 

845 

918 

174,572 

lu'E“  • ■ ■ 

1,312 

943 

943 

475 

3,021 

8,976 

1,649 

430 

869 

74 

92,682 

Co.  Caron. 

Bailieboroiii’h 

1,114 

1,743 

1,871 

2,036 

5,065 

5,723 

262 

1,330 

973 

898 

3,578 

3,568 

2,620 

2,574 

15,403 

6,892 

2,694 

Cootebill11  . . 

1,116 

1,175 

857 

5,834 

3,142 

320 

2,623 

906 

269 

73,490 

Co.  Donegal. 

Ballyshannon 

800 

1,843 

1,839 

896 

2,442 

5,174 

2,299 

Donegal  . . . 

550 

271 

4,394 

1,621 

Duntanaghy 

7 

29 

162 

1 , 127 

274 

225 

150 

121 

731 

761 

1,287 

2,146 

23 

1,554 

906 

Imshowen  . 

329 

210 

4.587 

806 

105 

Letierkenuy  . . 

583 

742 

1,392 

1,229 

148 

1,364 

1,009 

1,236 

1,970 

59S 

Slranorlar  . . 

774 

454 

2,017 

1,312 

402 

147 

240 

534 

29,402 

Co.  Down. 

Banbridge  . 

1,163 

1,099 

1,112 

1,045 

2,765 

4,936 

350 

318 

123,979 

Downpatrick 

1,536 

1,676 

455 

1,012 

3,531 

3,050 

Kilkerl  . . . 

93 

110 

52 

1,305 

378 

672 

819 

2,826 

3,537 

1,342 

277 

129,651 

118,469 

1, 165 

78 

393 

263 

3,191 

302 

1,026 

464 

386 

Co.  Fermanagh. 

Enniskillen'  . 

1,100 

1,823 

1,868 

1,823 

6,798 

6,032 

528 

2,677 

Lowtherstown'1  . 

500 

1,407 

1,169 

1,362 

176 

735 

4,421 

2,583 

3,653 

3,935 

1,061 

1,159 

377 

525 

506 

863 

'663 

499 

46,919 

43,944 

Co.  Londonderry. 

Coleraine  . . 

960 

248 

188 

559 

2,780 

2,455 

536 

59 

iso 

76,410 

Londonderry 

1,576 

768 

1,990 

3,248 

992 

120 

670 

Magherafelt  . 

291 

3,477 

4,766 

916 

Newtownlimavady 

394 

394 

210 

4,453 

1,647 

149 

324 

238 

156 

65,630 

Co.  jMonaghan. 

Carrickmacrnss  . 

550 

600 

544 

802 

1,243 

4,263 

1,223 

889 

41 

Castleblaney . 

376 

2,470 

6,548 

741 

890 

5,397 

2,234 

55 

Monaghan  . . 

1,581 

614 

3,055 

7,965 

4,557 

3,777 

497 

1,084 

94,431 

Co.  Tyrone. 

Castlederg  . 

281 

112 

70 

127 

395 

1,194 

290 

67 

239 

169 

Clogher  . . 

Cookstown  . 

763 

955 

3,418 

691 

112 

306 

1,030 

1,773 

390 

Dungannon  . 

1,050 

3,088 

3,243 

204 

90,330 

Go:  tin  ... 
Omagh  . 

1,000 

2^256 

2,296 

*684 

7,940 

700 

3,579 

1*094 

4 

670 

106 

106 

15,751 

Strabune  . . . 

7,445 

5,069 

4,377 

683 

'127 

81,529 

Total  of  Ulster 

36,918 

40,747 

40,973 

30,593 

132,327 

168,055 

45,501 

612 

18,179 

22,770 

26,714 

3,160 

17,420 

3,320,133 

b CootehilL— Vice-Guardians  appointed  1 7th  February,  1843. 


' -Enniskillen. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  11th  March,  1848. 
f r Eowtherstown. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  18th  September,  1847. 
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Financial  Return,  February,  1848 — continued. 


4,666  11,582  3,9C 

8,65-2  6,047  3 

8,730  6,439 

9, OSS  8,604  K 


1,075  2,264  2,150 

736  952  1 ,425 

4,200  5,753  5,753 

615  1,039  1,039 

1,160  3,892  3,844 

1,940  3,679  3,689 


860  1,098  ! 1,098 

1,286  3,871  3,870  I 

1,520  3,354  | 3,354  j 


3,579  6,099  5,363 

3,352  3,627  497 

26,423  14,144  5,602 

I gill  4,907  3,030 

6,304  17,993  4,705 

1.544  17,377  4,329 

1,711  4,225  2,251 

1,413  4,821  1,391 


4,059  1,9'7 
..  1,741 
5,279  3,018 


I, 000  919 

6,669  908 

II, 164  1,767 


233  135,166 
..  41,829 
2,735  365,623 


..  73,9^8 

93,875 
190  122,708 

2,103  163,070 


1,G63  2,164 
1,251  I 3,342 
3,208  | 10,453 
4,674  I 10,025 
2,478  | 14,625 


1,050  i 1,688  1,804 

3,100  , 5,998  5,714 

710  1,332  1,614 

974  I 3,767  3,044 


I 5,441  14,141  25 

| IS, 402  I 23,093  7,176 

I 5,074  I 12,819  221 

3,038  j 13,408  4,723 


1,419  ..  3,052  | 

4,976  2,968 

7,326  ..  3.954 

2,273  2,862 


130,293 
62,700 
..  91,108 

119.802 
829  102,1/1 

436  10S.931 

..  . .145,326 


964  818  I 2,332  11,799  7,036 
915  446  ' 1,199  6,528  3,886 
956  1,995  I 3,782  7,412  445 

3,339  I 63,569  199,212  350,424  99,934 


Total  of  Munster  41,219  74,609  73,339  63,569  199,212  3o0,4 


a Ennisti/mon. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  29th  February,  1848. 
b Kibosh. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  11th  March,  1848. 

C ScarifF. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  28th  October,  1847. 

J Banlry. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  19th  October,  1847. 

• Jfixnturk. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  16th  November,  184/. 


6,350  914  ..  50  94,591 

3,170  *742  ..  173  64,533 

777  ..  1,389  433  ..  193,771 

27,001  I 63,705  63,255  10,324  15,458  3,777,103 


1 Cahirciveen. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  24th  Dec.,  1847. 
s Kenmare. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  20t'n  January,  1848. 
u jVei ccastle. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  4th  March,  1348. 

1 H'aterforJ. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  25th  March,  1 848. 
* Estimated. 
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PROVINCE  OF  LEINSTER. 


Co.  Carlow. 
Carlow  . . 


Balrothery  . 
Dubliu,  North 
Dublin,  South 
Rathdown 


Athv  . . 

Celbridge 


King's  County,  j 
Edenderry  . 
Parsonstoivn 

Tuliamore*  . . 

Co.  Longford. 
Gratia rtlc . * , 
Longford1  . . 


Drogheda 
Duuilalk  . . 


Queens  County. 
Abbeyleix 
Mountmellick 


Co.  Westmeath. 
Athlonef  . . . 
Muilingar 

Co.  Wcrford. 
Enniscortliy  . . 

Netv^RossS  . . 

Wexford  . . . 


Baltinglass 

Rathdrura 

Shillelagh 


for  which 

Amount  0! 
Poor  Rate 
collected 
during  th 
Month  of 
February 
' 

lodged 
with  the 
Treasurer 
Month, 

other  Re 
ceipts  tha 
Poor  Rate 

disbarred 
by  tile 

during  the 
Month. 

Amount 

1 

at  the  close 
Month. 

Poor  Rate 

collected 

Balance 

Treasure 

foot  of  the 

BIS 

B 

1 

Month  of 
February. 

Excess  of 
Expenses 
of  the 
Month 

Receipts 

Month. 

Excess  of 
Receipts 
during  the 

Month 

Expenses 

Month. 

provided 

February, 

In  favonr 
.Guardians 

Against 

!!:•• 

* 

3 

4 

5 

6 

t 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

U 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

1,400 

1,177 

1,177 

2,170 

4,752 

10,479 

2,789 

461 

2,025 

848 

5S4 

295 

333 

494 

569 

2,866 

246 

524 

191 

3,600 

5,454 

5,941 

4,996 

26,901 

19,785 

2,510 

3-24 

3,632 

2,309 

2,300 

1,363 

1,491 

1,155 

9,374 

10,667 

2,655 

1,027 

2.694 

1,203 

326 

409 

832 

2,171 

4,280 

433 

906 

881 

472 

! 970 

R95 

1,264 

1,512 

6,179 

5,367 

341 

582 

1,045 

219 

919 

381 

4,441 

2,533 

892 

I06 

193 

1,033 

1,031 

2,049 

10,832 

5,916 

4,694 

980 

53 

S90 

1,060 

1,030 

889 

4,734 

6,458 

1,702 

6,240 

4,900 

15,887 

14,212 

801 

3,050 

2,706 

3,534 

612 

503 

503 

400 

3,099 

3,819 

2,045 

2,265 

642 

6,762 

8,485 

3,282 

1,048 

2,443 

6,902 

373 

1,164 

1,231 

197 

700 

1 , SSI 

1,S8I 

583 

11,122 

3,995 

1,518 

524 

4,250 

5,149 

957 

4,606 

1,655 

1,153 

970 

1,210 

1,210 

1,174 

3,059 

7,631 

1,106 

2,212 

7,442 

2,317 

827 

664 

2,086 

2,384 

93 

871 

519 

7 

566 

103 

103 

347 

4,675 

3,531 

848 

831 

2,491 

6,153 

1,539 

1,312 

5,611 

4,403 

1,246 

7,944 

1,720 

865 

156 

2,946 

1,701 

*677 

874 

759 

700 

1,374 

1,551 

1,483 

2,418 

1 RQR 

1,080 

1,456 

5,031 

7,262 

352 

1,005 

1,661 

581 

1,048 

279 

279 

495 

16,364 

1,677 

1,029 

2,315 

312 

2,943 

2,283 

1,775 

1,039 

2,307 

2,267 

1,491 

6,834 

10,267 

687 

8,472 

2,318 

259 

1,660 

7,976 

10,170 

1,101 

7,150 

7,749 

3,880 

3,296 

ljlOl 

367 

600 

625 

782 

731 

1,323 

3,494 

807 

487 

328 

328 

466 

1,563 

1,379 

2,519 

3,092 

580 

550 

174 

392 

1,058 

467 

826 

139 

34,159 

41,772 

42,839 

39,817 

83,808 

215,014 

41,919 

3,054 

31,376 

15,122 

43,532 

11,980 

11,287 

of  Progeny 
I the  Union. 


94,521 

369,7-15 

569,940 

152,314 


102,881 

130,776 

135,232 


93,047 

136,604 

106,680 


123,339 

101,527 

79,721 

100,634 


126,921 

94,001 

109,748 

113,714 


90,888 

153,245 

64,485 


“""“'V/  — 1 ra-umraiao'  appoimea  20111  feDruary,  1848. 
11  Tullamore. — Vice-Goardians  appointed  9th  February,  1848. 
* Granard. — Vice-Gnardians  appointed  19th  Februaiy,  1848. 
a Longford. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  2lst  March,  1848. 


trim. — Vice-Lruardians  appointed  10th  January,  1848, 

‘ Athlone. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  22nd  January,  1848. 
* New  Rots. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  21st  March,  1848. 
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PROVINCE  OF  CONNAUGHT. 


Names  of  Unions 

Total  No. 
for  which 

Poor  Hate 
collected 

Amount 
lodged 
with  the 
Treasurer 

Amount 

ofRatf 

Z2 

at  the  close 

Amount  of 
Poor  Rate 
collected 

1 Balance  * 
Treasure] 

the  A 

t foot  of  the 

Amount 
of  Debts  on 
2flth"Feb., 

Net 

Amount 
to  credit  of 

Current 

Excess  of 
Expenses 
of  the 

^Receipts 

Net 

Annual  Value 

provided 
Union,  i 

Month  S 

including 
other  Re- 
ceipts than 

1847, 
to  29th 

February, 

ofthe1 

Guardians. 

Against 

Balance  in 
Treasurer’] 

any. 

29ih  Feb. 
deducting 
Amount  of 
Debts. 

Month  of 

during the 

Expenses 
: Month. 

the  Union. 

Column  1 

1 * 

3 

4 

5 

6 

T 

S 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 14 

15 

Co.  Galway. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

I £- 

£. 

Ballinasloe  . . 

1,120 

2,310 

2,119 

805 

11,050 

13,844 

8,359 

7,593 

641 

913 

1,393 

Galway1’  . . . 

1,958 

1,087 

9,020 

5,388 

2 

76 

75 

2,923 

1,615 

6,564 

2,999 

Loughread  . • 

4,375 

2,008 

8,189 

5,460 

2,586 

1,934 

4,168 

344 

4,262 

1,122 

159 

86,236 

Co.  Leitrim. 

860 

412 

246 

2,842 

347 

4,616 

1,503 

1,257 

61,450 

Manorhamilton  . 

790 

1,018 

1,178 

1,153 

3,670 

2,842 

733 

956 

608 

5,513 

1,769 

621 

2,441 

1,116 

160 

57,778 

Co.  Mayo. 

Ballina1’  . . . 

1,554 

767 

839 

1,143 

6,823 

6,306 

115 

3,002 

2,966 

8,893 

5,222 

690 

So  Return 

7,616 

2,329 

1,152 

13 

14 

9,110 

Westport4  . . 

1,867 

1,975 

5,684 

2,752 

28 

4,716 

2,592 

725 

38,876 

Co.  Iloscommon. 

Boyle.  . . . 

744 

2,330 

2,330 

1,200 

11,596 

4,008 

1,576 

1,222 

9,826 

7,162 

1,999 

6,187 

7,857 

5,449 

»1,327 

1,360 

5,802 

85,873 

Co.  Sligo. 

Sligo  .... 

1,800 

2,549 

2,553 

2,493 

20,244 

12,482 

87 

3,211 

2,369 

134 

142,030 

Total  of  Connaught 

17,128 

29,934 

32,544 

20,761 

138,509 

89,412 

21,191 

) 

52,363 

9,489 

27,940 

9,304 

13,908 

1 ,465,643 

h Galway. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  3rd  January,  1848. 
c Gort. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  24th  February, '1848. 
d Loughrea. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  16th  February,  1848. 

• Tuam. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  18th  February,  1848. 

' Carrick-on-Shannon. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  26th  January,  1 

* Mohill. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  10th  December,  1847. 


h Ballina. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  24th  December.  1 SJ7. 

1 Ballinrobe. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  13th  July,  1847. 

J Castlebar. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  13th  July,  1S47. 
k Westport. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  16th  August,  1847. 

1 Castlerea. — Vice  Guardians  appointed  17th  February,  1S48. 
m Roscommon. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  31st  December,  1817. 
* Estimated. 


SUMMARY  OF  RETURN  FOR  FEBRUARY,  1848. 


Leinster  . . ; 

36,918 

41,219 

34,159 

17,128 

£. 

40,747 

74,609 

41,772 

29,934 

£. 

40,973 

73,389 

42,839 

32,544 

£. 

30,593 

63,569 

39,817 

20,761 

£. 

132,327 

199,212 

183,808 

138,509 

£. 

168,055 

350,424 

215,014 

89,412 

£. 

45,501 

99,934 

41,919 

21,191 

£. 

612 

3,054 
. 62  1 

£. 

18,179 

27,001 

31,376 

52,363 

£. 

22,770 

63,705 

15,122 

9,489 

£.  | 
26,714  1 
68,255  1 
43,532  i 
27,940 

£. 

3,160 

10,324 

11,989 

9,304 

£. 

17,420 
15,458 
11 ,287 
13,908 

£. 

3,320,133 

3,777,103' 

4,624,542 

1,465,643 

Total  of  Irei.and  j 
Total  for  previous!! 
Month  . ./ 1 

129,424 

187,062 

194,054 

189,745 

193.S47 

154,740 

160,338 

653,856 

788,511 

822,905 

970,318 

208,545 

177,228 

3,728 

4,395 

128,919 

136,469 

111,086 

100,616 

•166,441 

l5l,603j 

34, 70S 
26,030  j 

58,073 

69,039 

13,137,421 

Amount  of  poor-rate  collected  during;  the  month  of  February 187, 062 

Amount  lodged  with  the  treasurers  during  the  month,  including  other  receipts  than  rate  . . . 189,745 

Amount  disbursed  by  the  treasurers  during  the  month  " 154.740 

Amount  of  rate  remaining  uncollected  at  the  close  of  the  month 653,856 

Balance  at  foot  of  the  treasurer’s  accounts,  a t the  close  of  the  month,  in  favour  of  120  Unions  208,545 
Balance  at  foot  of  the  treasurer’s  accounts!  at  the  close  of  the  month,  against  9 Unions  ...  3,723 

One  Union  no  balance. 

Collected  in  five  months  from  1st  October,  1847,  to  29th  February,  1848  822,905 


The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  debts  of  the  Guardians  to  contractors,  treasurers,  or  others  (exclusive  of  all  loans  obtained  from 
Government,  or  from  private  parties,  simply  for  building  purposes),  on  the  29th  February,  exceeded  the  amount  of  money  in  the 
treasurer’s  hands,  was  7 6 ; and  the  net  amouut  of  the  debts  of  those  Unions,  deducting  the  money  in  their  treasurers'  hands,  was  . 128, 91 9 

The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  debts  of  the  Guardians  to  contractors,  treasurers,  or  others  (exclusive  of  all  loans  obtained  from 
Government,  or  from  private  parties  simply  for  building  purposes),  on  the  31st  January,  exceeded  the  amount  of  money  in  the 
treasurers'  hands,  was  76 : and  the  net  amount  of  the  debts  of  those  Unions,  deducting  the  money  in  their  treasurer's  hands,  was  . 136 ,469 

The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  money  in  the  treasurers'  hands  on  the  29th  February  exceeded  the  debts  of  the  Guardians  was 

54;  and  the  net  amount  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurers  of  those  Unions,  deducting  the  debts,  was 111,086 

The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  money  in  the  treasurers’  hands  on  the  31st  January,  exceeded  the  debts  of  the  Guardians  was  54  ; 

and  the  net  amount  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurers  of  those  Unions,  deducting  the  debts,  was 100,616 

The  current  expenses  of  the  month  of  December  were  about 120  299 

or  £48 , 56 1 less  than  the  amount  of  poor-rate  collected  during  the  month. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  month  of  January  were  about  .............  ..  ........  151,603 

or  £42,451  less  than  the  amount  of  poor-rate  collected  during  the  month. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  month  of  February  were  about 166,441 

or  £20,621  less  than  the  amount  of  poor-rate  collected  during  the  month. 

The  current  expenses  of  February  consisted  of  the  following  items : — I.  In-maintenance,  £43,628 : II.  Out-relief,  £70, 634 — Total  for  In-maintenance 
and  Out-relief.  £119,262  ; III.  Establishment,  including  cost  of  furniture,  clothing,  nr  bedding  purchased,  or  repairs  or  building  done  during 
the  month,  £37,067;  IT.  Salaries  of  officers  for  the  month,  £10,112;  mating  the  Total  £166,441. 

6 0 2 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


PROVINCE  OF  ULSTER. 


Numbers  Relieved  during  March. 

Expenses  of  Relief  during  March. 

Collection  during  March. 

Total 

Names  of  Unions 
and  Counties. 

Population 
Census  of 

provided. 

Number 

Inmates 

Workhoust 

during 

the 

Montii. 

Number 

Out-relief 

during  the 
1 Month. 

Total 

Number 

Relieved 

Month. 

Proportion 

Relieved 

Hundred 

Cost 

Rebel 

Esta- 

blish- 

Total 

peases. 

Amount 
per  Pound 

of  Slarch 

the  entire 
Valuation. 

Collected. 

with  the 
Treasurer, 
including 

Receipts 

Poor-rate. 

Amount 

disbursed 

Treasurer. 

Amount 
of  llnte 

reun<»r® 

lected  at 
tlio  close 

Month. 

Column  1 

3 .. 

3 

* 

1 3 

6 

* 

8 

9 

10 

11 

“ 

13 

14 

15 

1G 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

». 

d. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Co.  Antrim. 

49.IG8 

1,050 

878 

878 

1 ’7 

331 

255 

5SG 

0 

30 

376 

26,0211 

340 

503 

503 

1-8 

15 

13; 

285 

271 

271 

126 

2.266 

Ballymena  . . 

74,023 

1,150 

1,002 

909 

1,911 

2-5 

33 

74 

237 

646 

0 

931 

951 

741 

6,301 

48,813 

752 

7 57 

967 

1,744 

3-6 

2G! 

99 

131 

50- 

1* 

476 

423 

783 

2,735 

Belfast  . . . 

100,902 

2,966 

2,966 

2-9 

1,021 

1,04- 

2,06- 

0 

1,970 

2,041 

3.571 

8,346 

38.758 

980 

5*3 

583 

1-5 

191 

245 

171 

177 

122 

9S0 

Lisburn . . 

75,444 

1,501) 

890 

690 

1*2 

303 

120 

424 

u 

4 

387 

399 

864 

153 

Co.  Armagh. 

Armagh 

110,408 

1.390 

1,222 

2,416 

3,638 

3-3 

466 

205 

570 

1,248 

0 

3,061 

3,553 

2,110 

14,664 

Lurgau  . . . 

j 71,128 

1,512 

.. 

1,218 

1*6 

628 

290 

924 

0 

364 

365 

2,014 

4,391 

Co.  Cavan. 

| 

Bailieborotigh  . 

49.385 

1,114 

1,040 

5,010 

6,050 

12-0 

336 

139 

5 

97,271 

1,550 

1,578 

8,926 

Cuotchdlb  . . 

67,178 

1,100 

1,023 

4,179 

5,204 

8-0 

395 

517 

410 

1,324 

0 

4i 

2,371 

2,381 

1,448 

7,903 

Co.  Donegal 

Bath-shannon  . 

43,403 

870 

813 

948 

1,761 

4-0 

333 

134 

281 

0 

I* 

1,128 

Donegal 

843 

1,386 

3-3 

167 

181 

931 

3,462 

Duatauaghy  . 

327 

3j 

Glenties  . 

501 

4.644 

5,145 

11*8 

540 

1,02(1 

Intsltutren  . 

380 

1,035 

2-3 

Letterseuuy 

503 

503 

1-8 

1,810 

2,197 

5-7 

4 

360 

360 

1-4 

10S 

35 

144 

0 

]d 

712 

522 

42 

1,305 

Co.  Down. 

Banbridgo  . . 

87,323 

1,350 

1,271 

1,764 

3,035 

3-4 

414 

153 

097 

Downpatrick  . 

874 

1-1 

20t 

386 

500 

1,590 

146 

453 

1-6 

1* 

2»e*ry  . . . 

3,352 

4,510 

4-7 

391 

223 

20-S 

3,149 

Kew'o.. u.riis  . 

60,165 

1 ,105 

624 

1-0 

278 

330 

609 

0 

1* 

104 

104 

446 

7,904 

Cj.  Fermanagh. 

Enniskilleuc  . 
Lisnuskca  . 
Loutherstuwtid . 

81,534 

37,920 

34,963 

1,000 

984 

740 

1,076 

’836 

738 

3,830 
2 j 532 

4,906 

836 

3,270 

6-0 

2-2 

9-3 

452 

182 

268 

.401 

392 

186 

164 

846 

1,040 

346 

1,507 

0 

0 

0 

24 

if 

2,052 

1,026 

1,010 

2,122 

1,418 

1,044 

1,708 

988 

1,959 

4,735 

3,394 

1,574 

Co.  Londonderry. 

Colerai  ne  . . 

Londonderry  . 
Magherufelt 
Ne«  to-.vnliuiavady 

52,704 
64 . 740 
80,816 
39,OoS 

960 

1,100 

1,240 

890 

716 
* 841 

954 
‘ 564 

2 i 024 
746 

716 

2,S65 

1,700 

564 

1*3 

4-4 

2-1 

1-4 

351 

336 

261 

269 

185 

40 

170 

424 

74 

522 

946 

373 

343 

0 

0 

0 

0 

l* 

1 

454 

1,105 

382 

993 

488 

1,115 

436 

297 

832 

874 

553 

641 

2,327 

3,235 

3,094 

3,460 

Co.  Afonaghan. 

Ca.-ricktnacross . 
Castlcbluncy  . 

Monaghan  . 

58 j 945 
42,320 
69,959 

650 

1,220 

900 

1,076 

638 

1,025 

811 

965 

2,097 

2,361 

2,094 

2,735 

3,386 

2,905 

965 

6-8 

5- 7 

6- 8 
1*3 

210 

399 

290 

247 

223 

320 

217 

149 

871 

435 

201 

583 

1,592 

943 

448 

0 

0 

0 

3 

? 

1 

442 

461 

882 

602 

450 

634 

882 

599 

605 

544 

680 

436 

801 

2,009 

4,515 

2,453 

Co.  Tyrone. 

Castlederg  . ■ 

Clogher ... 
Cookstown  - . 1 

21,368 

39.800 

'46,455 

' 520' 
632 
60U' 

' 410 
630 
' 5 84' 

1,'905 
' 803 

' 410 
2,585 
1,387 

1- ff 
6-4 

2- ff 

85 

185 

1 25 

58 

105 

146 

416 

0 

0 

it 

112 

416 

113 

810 

300 

660 

2S3 

540 

Dungannou  . j 

'18,747 

69,099 

428" 

1.104 

194 

1,094 

1,551 

3^24 

2,497 

194 

4,218 

3*5 

1*0 

6-1 

330 

72 

421 

144 

187 

26 

663 

98 

0 

if 

H 

1,023 

300 

899 

300 

493 

293 

2..065 

555 

Stranaue  . , 

1,378 

2,244 

3-8 

209 

152 

397 

'759 

0 

1} 

*386 

'429 

'546 

1.290 

Total  «f  Ulster}1. 
Province  .)f 

,362,132  j 

41,339 

36,026  | 

GO, 761 

96,787 

4-1 

12,328 

6,038 

11,616 

30,011 

0 

8‘ 

33,749 

33,893 

39,368 

126,434 

Cavan. — Vice- Guardians  appointed  itli  December,  18 17. 


CootehiU.— Vice-Guardians  appointed  17th  February,  18‘IS. 
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PROVINCE  OF  ULSTER. 


the  Collection  and 
Expenses  of  March.  ] 

Financial  Condition  at  the  close 
of  March. 

Summary  of  Collection  and  Expenses  during  the  Six  Months  from 
29th  September,  1847,  to  the  close  of  March,  1848. 

Net 

Net 

Excess  of 
Expenses 

Recess  of 

Excess  of 

Account  at  the  close 
of  the  Month 

of  Debts, 
deducting 

Stands  of  the 
Treasurer 

Bate 

Collected 

Expenses 

Excess 

of 

of  Collection 
during  the 

per  Pound 
of  Expenses 

Rated 

Names  of  Unions 
and  Counties. 

Expenses. 

Collection. 

In 

Against 

Balance  in 
'reasurer's 

to  credit  of 
Unions  after 

Months. 

Months. 

Expenses. 

for  the 
Six 

Months 

Months  on 

deducting 

Valuation. 

Guardians. 

of  Debts. 

n 

IS 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

20 

27 

28 

20 

30 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

t.  d. 

1.  d. 

£.  j 

Co.  Antrim. 

586 

2,195 

1,428 

6,300 

3,419 

2,881 

1 H 

0-  84 
0 114 

100,611  | 

14 

417 

479 

987 

1,865 

878 

0 6 

39,160 

Ballycastle. 

•285 

464 

1,360 

3,410 

950 

U 11 

0 84 

97,492 

Ballymena. 

28 

431 

323 

1,249 

2,360 

1,889 

1 2 

0 74 

73,086 

Ballymoucv. 

94 

31 

1,703 

11,844 

13,637 

1,793 

0 104 

1 0 

271,915 

Belfast. 

959 

377 

2,582 

1,647 

935 

0 8} 

0 54 

72,437 

Larue. 

37 

249 

*453 

4,037 

3,093 

944 

0 7i 

0 54 

135,397 

Lisburn. 

Co.  Armagh. 

1,813 

1,334 

1,295 

8,589 

5,287 

3,302 

0 113 
2 0 

0 74 

174,572 

Armagh. 

560 

1 

129 

9,340 

6,410 

2,900 

1 44 

92,682 

Lurgan. 

Co.  Cavan. 

1,154 

271 

973 

7,987 

4,403 

3,584 

3 04 

1 84 

52,156 

Bailieborough. 

1 ,5G6 

3,023 

16,113 

10,661 

5,452 

2 6i 

1 8 

Cavan1. 

1,047 

1,253 

1.566 

5,513 

4,887 

626 

1 6 

1 34 

73,490 

CootehiU*. 

Co.  Donegal. 

425 

.. 

2,244 

•2,004 

6,348 

2,573 

3,775 

2 54 

1 0 

51,435 

Ballvshnnnon. 

513 

.. 

493 

1,196 

1,356 

156 

71 

274 

71)0 

426 

0 6} 

1 35 

10,5-13 

Dunfanaghy. 

2,125 

2,412 

3,069 

657 

3 0 

3 9 

16,330 

Gienties. 

539 

321 

1,570 

1,107 

463 

0 10i 

1 1 

0 74 

Inishowen. 

4 

193 

1,710 

2,059 

349 

1 34 

Letterkenny. 

2S7 

1,571 

984 

1 74 

1 0 

568 

862 

- 

.. 

524 

2,024 

841 

1,183 

1 4 

0 64 

29,402 

Stiauuriar. 

Co.  Down. 

33S 

199 

23 

6,063 

4,164 

1,899 

1 0 

0 8 

123,970 

Banbritlge. 

95 

3,148 

2,947 

4,031 

2,363 

1,668 

0 54 

0 34 

ISO 

313 

1,305 

962 

343 

0 84 

U 6 

32 

4,332 

260 

0 8 

505 

*644 

1,*530 

3,295 

2,966 

329 

0 6J 

0 6 

118,469 

Neivtownards. 

Co.  Fermanagh. 

1,012 

1,595 

8,084 

4,125 

3,959 

1 84 

0 74 

96,108 

Enniskillen1. 

1,447 

4,6/9 

1,874 

2,805 

2 0 

0 94 

Lisnaskeu. 

"97 

244 

60 

4,945 

3,874 

1,071 

2 3 

1 9 

43,944 

Lo\vtherstownd. 

Co.  Londonderry 

68 

2,909 

2,884 

25 

0 9 

0 9 

76,410 

Coleraine. 

159 

1,218 

4,252 

101 

0 94 

0 9 

Londonderry. 

Magherafelt. 

NewtowuHmavady 

. .050 

’502 

*325 

2)  640 

2^030 

*610 

0 94 

s ?t 

G5,630 

Co.  Monaghan. 

4,705 

2,584 

1,851 

2 04 

1 24 

46,325 

Carrickmacross. 

5,159 

1,850 

2 0 

l 64 

Castleblaney. 

61 

116 

2,799 

317 

1 14 

1 0 

55,055 

Clones. 

151 

4,721 

3,923 

8,567 

2,901 

5,666 

1 94 

0 74 

Monaghan. 

Co.  Tyrone. 

£4 

897 

409 

1 24 

0 94 

21,790 

Castlederg. 

E 

UBl’  61 

851 

*506 

3,834 

2,493 

1,749 

1,341 

292 

1 94 

0 84 

1 2 
0 74 

56,550 

Clogher. 

Coukstuwn. 

"360 

2112 

639 

609 

544 

492 

4,266 

3,132 

1,134 

0 111 
1 54 

0 84 
0 94 

15,751 

Dungannon. 

Gurtiu. 

'373 

738 

4,952 

211 

4,047 

5,259 

7,831 

3,892 

3,397 

1,367 

4,434 

14 

1 04 
0 10 

j 81,529 

Strabane. 

10,838 

7,100 

41,092 

894 

15,267 

23,644 

201,804 

140,305 

65,862 

4,363 

| . Si 

0 10 

'3,320, 133 

1 Total  of  Ulster 
J Province. 

c £„nishillen. — Vice-Guardians" appointed  I l>h  March,  1848.  " Zowtherstown.— Vice  Guaidiaw  appointed  lath  September,  1847. 
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PROVINCE  OF  MUNSTER. 


Difiercn 
the  Coll 
Expenses 

between 
■ction  and 
of  March. 

nancial  Condition  at  th 
of  March. 

close 

— 

ary  of  Collection  and  Expenses  dur 
2!ith  September,  1847,  to  the  close 

ng  the  Six  M 
of  March,  184 

nths  from 

Valuation 

of 

Rated 

Property. 

Names  of  Unions 
and  Counties. 

CoUeSon 

Expenses. 

Excess  of 
Expenses 

the  Treasurer's 

Amount 
of  Debts, 
deducting 

Treasurer’s 

Net 

Amouut  of 
Money  in 
bands  of  the 
Treasurer 
remaining 
to  credit  of 
Unions  after 
deducting 
the  Amount 
of  Debts. 

Rate 

Collected 

the  Six 
Months. 

of  the 
Six 

Months. 

Collection 

Expenses 

Collection 

Six 

Months. 

Amount 
per  Pound 
of  Collection 
during 
the  Six 
Months 

on  the 
Valuation. 

Amount 
per  Pound 
of  Expenses 

theSix 
Months  on 
the  entire 
Valuation. 

Collection 

In 

Guardians 

Against 

Guardians. 

IT 

IS 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

20 

2? 

28 

20 

30 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

s.  rf. 

£. 

Co.  Clare. 

2,280 

1,947 

281 

13,261 

13,682 

421 

1,540 

6,657 

5,259 

1,398 

7,692 

7,330 

362 

883 

650 

10,859 

9,290 

1,569 

4 104 

4 2 

44,609 

Scariff.c 

Co.  Cork. 

843 

6,740 

4,146 

6,997 

6,548 

449 

68 

4,314 

6,031 

1,717 

4,640 

22,157 

13,472 

8,685 

1 2* 

2,280 

5,305 

2,605 

2,700 

1 2* 

44,084 

itml 

2,041 

16,703 

3,642 

18,099 

13,858 

4,241 

1,775 

4,682 

2,948 

1,734 

861 

174 

5,626 

4,486 

1,140 

93,875 

138 

6,157 

12,991 

3,991 

9,000 

9,654 

21,849 

8,852 

12,997 

1 1* 

2,463 

11,444 

8,247 

3,197 

2 3| 

1 8 

98,255 

Skibbereea. 

Co.  Kerry. 

517 

623 

1,149 

2,496 

2,593 

97 

2 04 

24,366 

3,675 

3,899 

224 

2 ll| 

3 2 

24,689 

155 

11,422 

12,445 

1 , 023 

2 rf 

8),  828 

11,425 

13,617 

2,192 

2 4 

97,558 

14,625 

13,279 

1,346 

2 6} 

2 

113,854 

Tralee. 

Co.  Limerick. 

5G9 

80 

2,260 

15,876 

11,447 

4,429 

177,880 

1,805 

6,701 

28,570 

15,314 

13,256 

2 9 

206,861 

13,231 

19,401 

6,170 

■2  5 

1,309 

14,691 

13,174 

1,520 

2 1} 

1 H 

138,337 

Rathkeale. 

Co.  Tipperary. 

524 

569 

1,037 

7,991 

4,525 

3,466 

1 91 

1 0 

89,871 

9,240 

3,009 

1 10* 

130,293 

434 

6,425 

5,536 

2,445 

1,042 

7,611 

6,396 

1,215 

91,103 

11,586 

2,330 

1 11 

119,802 

2,986 

946 

10,339 

6,308 

4,031 

2 04 

1 3 

102,171 

1,556 

11,036 

9,923 

1,113 

108,931 

1,072 

12,832 

12,925 

93 

1 81 

1 9 

148,326 

Tipperary. 

Co.  Waterford. 

496 

6,628 

5,886 

12,415 

5,566 

6,849 

2 7* 

1 2 

94,591 

53 

3,189 

7,013 

2,780 

4,233 

2 

64,583 

8,154 

6,758 

1,396 

0 9| 

0 8J 

193,771 

Waterford.1 

8,312 

30,072 

89,147 

170 

40,467 

47,709 

398,273 

310,014 

100,196 

11,937 

2 1J 

1 7f 

3,777,103 

Total  of  Munster 
Province. 

r Cahirciveen. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  24th  December,  1847. 
e Kenmare. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  20th  January,  1848. 
f Newcastle . — Vice-Guardians  appointed  4th  March,  1848. 
Waterford. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  25th  March,  1848. 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


PROVINCE  OF  LEINSTER. 


Numbers  Relieved  daring  March. 

Expenses  of  Relief  during  March. 

Collection  during  March. 

Total 

Nam"*  of  Unions 

according 

for  which 
Workhouse 

modation 

Number 

Inmates 

Number 

Out-relief 

Total 

Average 

Proportion 

Hundred 

Cost  of 
In- 

Cost 

j>t 

Cost  of 
Esta- 
blish- 

Total 

Amount 
of  Alaich 

Amount 

or 

Amount 
with  the 
including 

Amount 

Disbursed 

Amount 

remaining 

^Uncoi* 

provided. 

Workhouse 

during 

the 

tenance 

Relief. 

penses. 

the  entire 

Collected. 

Receipts 

Treasurer. 

die  close 

the 

Month. 

Month. 

or  1841. 

Poor-rate. 

Month.  * 

Column  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14  | 15 

1G 

Co.  Carlow. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

». 

d. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Carlow  . . . 

73,086 

2,100 

1,890 

4,818 

6,708 

8-6 

903 

502 

277 

1,682 

0 

-i 

75G 

870 

3,181 

3,996 

Co.  Dublin. 

Balrothery  . 

544 

551 

837 

1,338 

4-9 

202 

8; 

10] 

335 

0 

1 

86 

102 

357 

484 

4,100 

3,405 

3,526 

6,831 

5-63 

1,44; 

52, 

5,338 

2,300 

2,472 

5,813 

8,285 

4-66 

96- 

8Ci 

636 

Rathdotrn  . . 

44,214 

726 

710 

1,589 

2,299 

n-2 

458 

243 

437 

1,13$ 

0 

If 

636 

G47 

Co.  Kildare. 

1,120 

1,100 

2,425 

3,533 

7-4 

502 

322 

24: 

1,066 

0 

1,273 

1,259 

1.033 

4,905 

25,242 

519 

331 

381 

1-5 

13E 

145 

28s 

0 

04 

884 

684 

3,556 

Naas  .... 

52,22S 

1,110 

1,072 

2,694 

3,766 

7*2 

381 

423 

1,279 

0 

2* 

3-18 

353 

Co.  Kilkenny. 

O’lan  . . . 
Kilkenny"  . . 

1,130 

782 

8,337 

9.119 

25  C 

816 

137 

1,201 

0 

? 

848 

932 

1,994 

3,833 

120,082 

2,000 

1,733 

10,313 

12,096 

10-1 

913 

1 , 203 

929 

3,136 

0 

4,920 

4,944 

3,664 

10,956 

Co.  King's. 
Fdenderry  . . 

34,679 

840 

599 

814 

1.413 

4-5 

204 

102 

94 

400 

0 

1 

420 

420 

754 

679 

Parse  nstown  . . 

76,528 

1,400 

1,114 

1,114 

1-46 

411 

296 

706 

0 

1,170 

1,170 

Tullamore1*  . . 

53,905 

1,220 

1,249 

5,027 

6,276 

ii-c 

537 

777 

31G 

1,680 

0 

3* 

642 

652 

046 

1,785 

Co.  Longford. 
Granard'.  . 

55.130 

700 

732 

8,926 

•9,658 

17-5 

244 

902 

285 

1,432 

0 

3 

3,287 

3,224 

1,573 

7,895 

Lonj’lordJ  . . 

S’,  757 

1,290 

1,404 

8,499 

9,903 

11-3 

456 

1,068 

131 

1,055 

0 

1,072 

1,094 

509 

13,934 

Co.  Louth. 

Ardee.  . . 

43,348 

770 

813 

2,862 

3,705 

8-6 

312 

324 

387 

1,023 

0 

• 883 

1,350 

2,  ISO 

Drogheda 

52,251 

940 

8 38 

3,676 

4,514 

8-6 

327 

-2S£ 

132 

74t 

1 , 29-2 

Dundalk  . . . 

65,509 

948 

755 

2,341 

3,096 

4-7 

279 

180 

58 

51S 

0 

376 

513 

628 

1,709 

Co.  Meath. 

Dnushanghlra  . 

20,985 

566 

438 

2,763 

3,201 

15* 

204 

393 

237 

835 

603 

3,905 

1,084 

3,367 

4,451 

10- 

36  J 

1,189 

1,349 

Navan  . . . 

35,831 

757 

3,332 

4,089 

11-4 

361 

498 

2,381 

4,576 

Oldca-tle.  . . 

816 

6,399 

7,245 

15 

276 

7s8 

3} 

2 

1,495 

6,471 

Trim'.  . . 

2,027 

2,548 

7-4 

249 

286 

335 

870 

0 

64 

137 

666 

Co.  Queen’s. 

Ahbevleix  . . 

41,230 

BOO 

S99 

3,362 

4,251 

10-3 

3f 

5J 

957 

l-,537 

Mouutmellick  . 

1,634 

4,471 

6,105 

8-99 

1,093 

676 

395 

2,164 

e 

- 960 

960 

1,913 

4,071 

Co.  Westmeath. 
Athlonpf  . . 

72,168 

1,169 

1.057 

6,127 

7,184 

9-95 

56S 

15,051 

Mullingar  . . 

7,283 

8,318 

11-85 

363 

1,169 

209 

1,741 

o- 

24 

• 51 

51 

62 

972 

Co.  Werford. 
Enniscortbv  . . 

61,816 

1.039 

1,040 

8,517 

14- 

429 

93r 

5,531 

Gorey  ... 

87S 

2,104 

2,982 

7-6 

326 

If 

7,562 

7,568 

9,153 

12-2 

631 

1,702 

6,805 

749 

1-8 

342 

529 

S71 

0 

If 

'933 

1,067 

871 

6,217 

Co.  llickloie. 

Ballinyluss  . 
Rathdrum  . . 

40.6S7 

56,709 

730 

736 

841 

1,733 

2,288 

2,469 

3,129 

6-06 

5-5 

195 

191 

609 

0 

602 

1,116 

490 

720 

6.265 

634 

561 

1,195 

3-43 

142 

84 

131 

357 

0 

!* 

306 

364 

852 

1,072 

Total  of  Leinster\ 
Province  . . J 

,006,036 

39,310 

36,622 

133,349 

169,971 

8-6 

15,11215,714 

12,666 

43,496 

0 21 

36,549 

36,889 

45,062 

173,912 

l^j‘ettnn — Vice-Guardians  appobted  26th  February.  1848. 
Tullamore. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  9th  February.  1S48. 
Granard.  Vice-Guardians  appointed  19th  February,  1848. 
Longford. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  21st  March, '1848. 
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ljo3S  ' 

”379 

2,054 

7,544  ] 

6,343 

1,201 

1 

8$ 

1 

51 

86,516 

Tullaraoreb. 

Co.  Lonaford. 

1,855 

3,169 

..  | 

799 

7,2S2 

4,442 

2,840  ' 

1 

8 

l 

0 

87,209 

Granard0. 

5S3 

| 372 

5,679  | 

6,221 

S,  731 

2*510 

0 

Ilf 

1 

4* 

124,496 

Longford11. 

Co.  Louth. 

151 

690 

533 

8,503 

6,024 

2,479  1 

1 

9| 

1 

3* 

93,047 

Ardee. 

1,620 

980 

8,037 

6,927 

1,110  ; 

1 

1 

0 

136,604 

Drogheda. 

142 

*2S8 

1,052 

2,760 

3,299 

’539 

0 

6i 

0 

~h 

106, 6S0 

Dundalk.  • 

Co.  Meath. 

65  j 

124 

770 

4,301 

4,111 

190 

0 

I! 

0 

1 

118,486 

Dunshaugklin. 

195 

1,956 

7,294 

7,532 

I '238 

1 

123,339 

Kells. 

" "gi  1 

1 ,270 

1,875 

5,436 

5,950 

514 

1 

Of 

1 

101,527 

Knvaa. 

1,009  I 

453 

1,152 

1,349 

S,  177 

8,171 

’’  6 

2 

71 

2 

0* 

79,721 

Oidcastle. 

sue  | 

76 

3,010 

3,795 

*785 

0 

0 

9 

100,634  ' 

Trim'. 

Co.  Queen's. 

247 

8 

1,599 

6,769  ; 

5,370 

1,399 

2 

0J 

1 

1* 

66,759 

Abbeyleix. 

1 ,204 

1,306 

2,210 

8,222  j 

9,450 

l",228 

1 

9| 

2 

89,914 

Mouatmellick. 

Co.  Tfestmeath. 

752 

456 

3,858 

3,007  1 

3,269 

262 

0 

7 

0 

71 

103,078 

Athlone'. 

| licoo 

323 

4,634 

9,366 

7,541 

5,175 

0 

3 

0 

9| 

190,944 

Mullingar. 

Co.  TT 'erjord. 

826 

1,541 

77 

803 

11,555 

8,292 

'3,263 

1 

9* 

1 

31 

126,921 

Enniscorthy. 

"uo 

639 

4,022 

795 

0 

3*  . 

0 10$ 

94,001 

Gorey. 

*454 

342 

1,260 

ll’ 341 

9,430 

1 *911  ' 

0? 

1 

Si 

109, 74S 

New'RossK. 

"62 

4,075 

I 3,*492 

8,682 

4,787 

3,895 

1 

6} 

0 

io| 

113,714 

Wexford; 

Co.  indtioic. 

- 

1,427 

j 682 

4,096 

3,783 

313 

0 10$ 

0 

10 

90,8SS 

Ballinglass. 

131 

51 

545 

52 

*305 

3,237 

4,358 

1 Jl21 

0 

0 

153,246 

Uatlidrom. 

385 

3,398 

2,228 

1*170 

1 

0i 

0 

Si 

64,485 

Shillelagh. 

6,550 

13,496 

31,659 

4,197 

37,691 

! 15,263 

251,563 

225,453 

4S.207 

I 22,099 

0 Ilf 

14,624,542 

1 Total  of  Leinster 
l Province. 

' Trim. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  10th  January,  1S4S. 

' Athlone. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  22nd  January,  1848. 
s iVeto  Loss. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  21st  March,  1848. 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


oscommou11'- 

| 83,437  1,290 

1,533  10,404 

11,937 

14-3 

560 

1,652 

176 

2,388 

0 6J 

1,066 

1,084 

5,462 

5,121 

Co.  Sligo. 

je°  • • • • 

111,054  2,002 

1,707  7,529 

9,236 

8-31 

832 

816 

744 

2,392 

0 4 

1,536 

1,536 

1,670 

18,697 

otal  of  Con- 1 
naught  Province  J 

1,370,753  19,670 

1 

18,682  201,134 

219,816 

16-03 

6,868 

24.29G 

4,870 

36,037 

0 5| 

20,304 

23,035 

25,357 

125,118 

“ Clifden. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  7th  February,  1848. 

L Gulwag. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  3rd  January,  1848. 

« Gort. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  24th  February,  1848. 

-1  Lowjhrea. — Vice-Guanlians  appointed  16th  February,  1848. 

e Tuam. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  18th .February,  1848. 
r Carrick-on-Shannon. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  26th  January,  1 
e Mohill. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  10th  December,  1847. 

848. 

SUMMARY  OF  RETURN  FOR  MARCH,  1848. 

Ulster.  . 382,132  41,339  36,026  ! 60,761  ' 96,787  4-1  12,323  6,038  11,616  30  foil  0 21  33Y49  33?893  39^358  126^34 

Minster.  . . '-,435,347  53,3.0  49, -.06  308,518  357,724  14-68  17,184  35,291  17,151  69,607  0 44  47,847  50,252  62,833  236,391 

Leinster  . . 1-2,000,031.  3J.310  36,622  433,349  169,971  8-46  15,112  15,714  12,666  43,496  0 24  36,549  36,889  45,062  173,912 

COKNADORT  . . I,370,7o3  19,6/0  18,682  |201,134  219,816  16-03  6,868  24,296  4,870  36,037  0 5f  20,304  23,035  25,357  125,118 

Total  of  Ireland  8, 174,268  153,639  140,536  i703,762  ' 844,298  10-32  51,487  81,339  46,303  179151  0 34  138,449  144,069  172  610  661,855 

.1  I ! 


39,358  126,434 
62,833  236,391 
45,062  173,912 
25,357  1-25,118 


148,628  72,039  47,179  167846 
2,859 1 9,300  ..  11305 


187,062  189,745  154,740  653,856 
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SUMMARY  OF  RETURN-  FOR  MARCH,  1848. 


£. 

10,838 

8,312 

6,530 

4,316 

£. 

7,100 

30,072 

13,496 

23,048 

£• 

41,092 

89,147 

31,659 

18,511 

£. 

894 

170 

4,197 

£. 

15,267 

40,467 

37,691 

56,956 

£■ 

23,644 

47,709 

15,263 

10,946 

£. 

201,804 

398,273 

251,563 

109,716 

£. 

140,305 

310,014 

225,453 

105,426 

£. 

65,862 

100,196 

48,207 

32,406 

£. 

4,363 

11,937 

22,099 

28,116 

x.  d. 

\ 3 

l l 
1 6 

x.  d. 
0 10 
1 7f 

0 Ilf 

1 5f 

£. 

3,320,133 

3,777,103 

4,624,542 

1,465,643 

ULSTER. 

Munster. 

X.EINSTE11. 

Connaught. 

30,016 

70,716 

18<f,409 

5,261 

150,380 

97,562 

961,354 

781,198 

246,673 

66,515 

1 5i 

1 2f 

13,187,421 

Total  of  Ireland. 

For  41 
Unions. 

Net  excess 

£40 

Unions. 

of  expenses 
7 r.  ions, 

,700 

•208,545 

3,728 

128,919 

111,086 

Net  excess 
on  the  i: 
£180 

of  Collec- 
Kxpenses 
Unions. 

,158 

(Total  for  previous 
\ Month. 
Increase. 
Decrease. 

6 P 2 
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1014  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  of  Collection  and  Expenses  for  the  Six  Months,  from 
October  1,  1S47,  to  March  31,  1848,  inclusive.  


Expenses. 

Collection. 

Excess  of 
Collection. 

Excess  of 
Expenses. 

£• 

£. 

£. 

£. 

70, SOS 

121,255 

50,447 

8S.432 

151, 6S4 

63,252 

123,697 

168, S50 

45,153 

1848 — January 

151,264 

194,054 

42,790 

, , February  . 

167, S46 

187,064 

40,702 

, , March  . 

179,151 

13S, 449 

Total  . . 

781, 19S 

961,356 

220, S60  i 40,702 
or  180,158  net  excess  of 
collection  over  expenses. 

COMPARISON  of  Liabilities  of  the  Unions  on  September  29,  1847,  and  March  31,  1848. 

Mar.  31, 1848. I.  The  total  debts  of  the  130  Unions  to  contractors,  treasurers,  or  others  (exclusive 

of  all  loans  obtained  fom  Government,  or  from  private  parties,  simply  for 
building  purposes),  amounted  on  March  31,  to  233,228/.,  from  which  amount, 
deducting  the  money  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  viz.,  180,409/.,  the  net  amount 
of  debts  over  and  above  the  money  in  hands  would  be,  52,819/. 

Sept.  29,  1847. — II.  The  total  debts  of  the  130  Unions  to  contractors,  treasurers,  or  others,  (exclusive 
of  all  loans  obtained  from  Government,  or  from  private  parties,  simply  for 
building  purposes,)  amounted  on  September  29,  1847,  to  272,943/.,  from 
which  amount,  deducting  the  money  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  viz.,  39,966/., 
the  net  amount  of  debts  over  and  above  the  money  in  hands  would  be,  232,977 /. 

Mar.  31, 1848. — III.  The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  debts  on  March  31,  1848,  exceeded  the 
amount  of  the  money  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  was,  I'll. ; the  debts  of  those 
Unions  amounted  to  185,540/.,  and  the  money  in  their  treasurer’s  hands 
amounted  to  35,159/.,  deducting  which  amount,  the  net  amount  of  debts  over 
and  above  the  money  in  hands  would  be,  150,381/. 

Sept.  29, 1847. — IV.  The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  debts  on  September  29  exceeded  the 
amount  of  money  in  the  treasurer’s  hands,  was  117/. ; the  debts  of  those 
Unions  amounted  to  266,963/.,  and  the  money  in  the  treasurer's  hands 
amounted  to  14,236/.,  deducting  which  amount,  the  net  amount  of  debts  over 
and  above  the  money  in  hands  would  be,  252,727/. 

liar.  31, 1848. — V.  The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  money  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  on  March 
31,  1848,  exceeded  the  debts,  was  53/. ; the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  trea- 
surer of  those  Unions  amounted  to  145,250/.,  and  the  debts  amounted  to 
47,68S/.,  deducting  which,  there  would  remain  a net  balance  to  their  credit 
amounting  to  97,562/. 

Sept.  29,  1847. — VI.  The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  money  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  on  September 
29,  1847,  exceeded  the  debts,  was  13/. ; the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  trea- 
surer of  those  Unions  amounted  to  25,730/.,  and  the  debts  amounted  to 
5,980/.,  deducting  which,  there  would  remain  a net  balance  to  their  credit, 
amounting  to  19,750/. 


Summary  of  Financial  Returns  : — Showing  the  Amount  of  Poor  Rate  Collected  in  1846  and  1847,  respectively ; 
and  specifying  the  Amount  Collected,  the  Amount  remaining  Uncollected,  and  the  state  of  the  Balances  at  foot 
of  the  Treasurers’  Accounts,  at  the  close  of  each  Month  in  1846,  1847,  and  1848. 


Month. 

Amount  of  Rate 
collected  during  the  Month. 

Amount  of  Rate  remaining 
uncollected  at  close 
of  the  Month. 

Amount  in  hands  of 
Treasurers  of  certain  Unions 
at  close  of  the  Month. 

Apiount  due  to  the 
Treasurers  of  the  remaining 
Unions  at  close  of 
the  Month. 

1S40 

1S4T 

1848 

IS46 

1847 

1848 

1846 

1817 

1848 

1846 

1347 

1848 

January  . 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£.  ■ 

£: 

£. 

£. 

36,229 

52,439 

194,054 

219,052 

250,953 

23,565 

4,395 

February  . 

41.S85 

47,264 

187,064 

206,664 

279,140 

653,856 

54,314 

5,294 

28,312 

3,728 

March  . . 

138,449 

174,734 

265,149 

661,855 

57,129 

5,014 

31,112 

5,261 

173,956 

349,773 

55,986 

6,580 

32,278 

163,508 

406,223 

57,655 

6,152 

30,526 

150,201 

463,730 

56,425 

6,649 

31,897 

129,125 

594,120 

47,801 

34,860 

August  . . 

135,233 

690,103 

35,507 

September  . 

21,510 

73,358 

155,718 

816,452 

39,913 

29,841 

October  . . 

225,815 

864,049 

28,782 

November 

244,050 

859,718 

16,879 

December  . 

16S,S50 

243,384 

890,639 

35,358 

145,706 

19,452 

S,788 

Total  Amount  1 
Collected  . J 

In  1846, 
£390,071 

In  1847, 
£970,308 

Iu  1848, 
£381,116 
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PAUPERS  IN  WORKHOUSES. 


[In  continuation  of  Ret  urns  in  Fifth  Series  of  Poor  Law  Correspondence  of  the  present  Session .] 


SUMMARIES  of  Weekly  Returns  of  the  Numbers  of  Paupers  in  the  Work- 
houses  in  the  several  Provinces  in  Ireland,  and  Fever  Hospitals  connected 
therewith,  in  the  Months  of  February,  March,  and  April,  1S48,  and  iii 
the  corresponding  Weeks  in  the  previous  Years  184/,  1846,  re- 
spectively; showing  the  Amount  of  Workhouse  Accommodation,  Num- 
bers of  the  several  Classes  of  Paupers  hi  each  Workhouse,  the  Increase  or 
Decrease  thereof  in  each  Week  as  compared  with  the  previous  Week  of 
the  Year,  and  also  with  the  corresponding  Weeks  of  the  previous  Years, 
the  Numbers  of  Fever  Patients,  and  of  Deaths  . . pp.  1016-1023 


Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  and  of  the  Expenditure  thereon 
for  a period  of  Ten  Weeks,  ending  April  8,  1848  . pp.  1024-103/ 

Statement  of  the  Collection  of  Poor  Rate  and  of  the  Expenses  in  each  Union 
in  Ireland  during  the  Six  Months  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady-day  last 

pp.  1038-1041 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Pauper 


Week  ended  Saturday,  February  5,  1848, 


Ui-STEB  . . Sat.  19  Feb.  1S48 
,,  20  Feb.  1847 
.,21  Feb.  1846 
Mlksteb  . . ,,  19  Feb.  1848 
, , 20  Feb.  1847 
,,  21  Feb.  1846 
IffilssiBtt.  . ,,  19Feb.lS48 
, , 20  Feb.  1847 
,,  21  Feb.  1846 
Connaught  . ,,19  Feb.  1848 
, , 20  Feb.  1847 
,,  21  Feb.  1846 

2,362,132 

2.435,347 

2,006^036 

1,370*753 

43 

35 

34 

is 

28,200 

26*210 

24,850 

14*600 

3,107 
2,5S3 
3,' 357 
3*458 

9,970 
22  ,*237 
10*872 
2, *720 

41,277 
51  ,*030 
39,079 
18^773 

2,003 

1,400 

423 

4,706 

1,S94 

765 

3,129 

1,356 

720 

1,652 

598 

278 

J.577 

■1,278 

1,331 

8,925 

5,489 

1,675 

6,762 

4,016 

1,914 

3,105 

1,470 

476 

7,580 

5.768 

1,754 

13,631 

7,383. 

2,440 

9,891 

5,372 

2.634 

4,757 

2,068 

754 

16,121 

13,900 

5,028- 

17,452 

14,670 

5,650 

13,363 

13,201 

6,996 

7,072 

4,425 

1,519 

2,071 

1,049 

S9 

902 

2,549 

2,254 

1,568 

199 

986 

723 

95 

3,062 

3,189 

1,253 

5,590 

3,782 

1,689 

5,141 

3,859 

2,255 

2,390 

1,876 

509 

5,133 
4,238 
1,342 
6,492 
6,331 
1.954 
7,395 
5,427 
2,454 
3,376 
2. 599 
"604 

Total  of  f Sat- 19  FeK  1848 
1 >■  M Feb.  1647 

8,174,268 

130 

93,860 

10,505 

45,799 

150,164 

11,490 

5,333 

24,369 

15,253 

35,859 

20,591 

54,013 

6,213 

5,889 

16,ls3 

12,706 

22,396 

18,595 

” 

2,186 

5,396 

7,582 

19,193 

648 

5,706 

6,354 

Week  ended  Saturday,  February  26,  1848, 


T'r.sTvu 

. Sat.  26  Feb.  1S4S 

5,362,132 

43 

28,200 

2,979 

9,940 

41,119 

2,011 

5,793 

2,147 

3,1S9 

5,336 

1,132 

4,121 

1,126 

3,025 

4,151 

1,453 

Mcnsteu  . 

. ,,  26  Feb.  1848 

2,435,347 

35 

26,210 

2,623 

23,087 

51,920 

4,6S2 

9,005 

13,687 

SS4 

5,593 

6,4/7 

.,  leb.  1847 

1,655 

5,149 

3,013 

5,259 

•• 

.. 

811 

2,613 

Leinster  . 

3,397 

10,836 

39,103 

2,983 

a C“>1 

7,427 

1,018 

4,187 

3,991 

5,490 

2,468 

Connaught 

14,600 

1 ,458 

3,470 

19,528 

2,22S 

2,995 

558 

2,869 

- 

169 

348 

517 

1,400 

75 

433 

508 

T f 1 f 

f Sat.  26  Feb.  1848 

8,174,268 

130 

93,860 

10,457 

47,353 

151,670 

11,112 

24,170 

6,003 

16,232 

22,235 

4,363 

6,521 

14,261 

1,970 

5,227 

7,197 

19,051 

726 

6,316 

* The  numbers  for  Armagh,  Ballina,  Ballinrobe,  Bally-castle,  Carrick-on-Shannon,  Castlebar,  Cavan,  Cloeher,  Enniskillen,  Glenties,  Kells,  Lismore,  Low- 
therstown,  and  Roscrea,  are  not  included  in  the  above. 

f The  numbers  for  Ballycasile,  Cavan,  Clones,  Enniscorthy,  Lismore,  Milford,  and  Nenagh,  are  not  included  in  the  above. 
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and  corresponding  Periods  of  1647  and  1846. 


Workhc 


Number  of  Fet 


Decrease  in  Num- 
ber of  Paupers  in 
Workhouses  iu 


Total 
Number 
j in  Work' 
houses 

j in  last 
pm  edinj 
j Week  of 


A11  other  Classes. 


Total 


nance per 


Head 

(exclusive 

i ufCloth- 

inffO 


t As 
' compari 

1847. 


sponding  periuds  in  1847  and  1846. 
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Returns. 


i The  numbers  for  Ballinnibe,  Bally  astle,  Cavan.  Clones,  Euniscorthj,  Enniskillen,  I.ismore,  Nenngh, Tralee,  and  Waterford,  are  not  included  in  the  foregoing. 
§ The  numbers  for  Casllebar,  Cavan,  Clone-,  Euuiscorthy,  Enniskillen,  Galway,  Gort,  Lismore,  Nenagh,  Shillelagh,  Tralee,  and  Waterford,  are  not  inSuded 
in  the  foregoing. 


and  corresponding  periods  oflS47  and  1S46. 


and  corresponding  periods  of  1847  and  1846. 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


NAMES  OF  PROVINCES. 


Monster 

Leinster 


I Mar.  1848 
5 Mar.  1847 
5 Mar.  1846 
1 Mar.  1848 


ojj 

Population 

according 

Census 
or  1841. 

II 

1J 

Jj 

=J 

X 

2,362,132 

43 

2, 435,'  347 

ai! 

• • 1 

Pauper 

Week  ended  Saturday,  March  4,  1848 


1 Mar.  1846 
1 Mar.  1848 
> Mar.  1847 


4 Mar.  1848  il, 370, 753 
> Mar.  1847  | 

5 Mar.  1846  j 


calcu^ 
lated  to 


No.  the 
Fever 
Hos]  itals 
are  cal- 
culated 

contain. 


addi- 


Total 
N o.  for 


10,022 

22^637 


24,830  | 3,397  j 10,836 
18  j 14,600  I 1,360  J 3*610 


I Sat.  4 Mar.  1848  ,8,174,268  430  93,8 
• 5 Mar.  1847  ..  1 

( , , 6 Mar.  1846 


10,667  | 47,123 


41,199 

51*380 


Number  of  Paupers  in  the 


10,561 

4,222 

2,076 


Children' 
under  | 
1 15  Years: 
of  Age.  i 


13,332 

■6,546 

2,580 

8,502 


15,764 

13.676 
5,045 

16.676 

14,454 

5,561 

11,859 

11,641 

6,269 

6,252 

4,079 

1,496 


23,136  33,697  50,551  

14,182  18,404  43,850  6,746 

5,176  7,252  18,371 


3,105 

3,118 

1,352 

5,655 

5,623 

2,291 

5,053 

3,876 

2,160 


16,103  21,968 
14,875  21,621 
6,260  j 6,943 


. Week  ended  Saturday,  March  11,  1848, 


TT,  „n 

Sat.  11  Mar.  1848 

2,362,132 

43 

28,200 

3,129 

9,870 

41.199 

1,792 

5,360 

6,952 

15,318 

1,999 

3,050 

5,949 

,,  1-2  Mar.  1847 

997 

3,781 

4,778 

13,280 

1,287 

3,050 

4,337 

,,  13  Mar.  1846 

1,288 

1,671 

4,899 

110 

1,308 

1,418 

,,  11  Mar.  1848 

2,435,347 

35 

26,210 

2,723 

23,287 

52,220 

4, Oil 

8,311 

12.322 

15,635 

844 

5,214 

0,058 

,,  12  Mar.  1847 

1,418 

4,372 

5,790 

13,454 

3,195 

5,177 

8,372 

690 

1,515 

2,205 

5,231 

344 

2,044 

2,388 

. ,,  11  Mar.  1848 

34 

24,850 

3,578 

10,881 

39,309 

2,584 

6,004 

8,588 

11,739 

1,855 

5,199 

7,054 

1,099 

3,845 

4,944 

11,775 

1,656 

4,164 

5,820 

172 

Connaught 

. ,,  11  Mar.  1848 

1,370,753 

18 

14,600 

1,510 

3,560 

19,670 

1,875 

3,317 

5,192 

6.242 

1,093 

2,323 

3,416 

•• 

546 

1,486 

2,032 

4,039 

1,281 

1,968 

3,249 

•• 

242 

459 

701 

1,396 

96 

470 

572 

f Sat.  11  Mar.  1848 

8,174,268 

130 

93,860 

10,940 

47,598 

152,398 

10,262 

22,792 

48,934 

5,791 

15,786 

21,577 

4,060 

13,484 

17,544 

42,548 

7,419 

14,359 

21,778 

( ,,  13  Mar.  1846 

*• 

1,917 

4,012 

6,929 

18,009 

722 

6,011 

6,733 

Munster 
Conns uoht  . 


■2,362,132 

43 

28,200 

3,248 

9,890 

41,339 

j2, 435, *347 

Is 

26*210 

2,733 

24*377 

53^320 

2,006,036 • 

34 

24^850 

3*,  688 

10  ,*772 

39*310 

;i,370*753 

I 

H 

14*600 

1^668 

3^500 

19*768 

8,174,268 

! 

93,860 

11,338 

48,539 

153,737 

Week  ended  Saturday,  March  18,  1848, 


11,284 

4,353 

2,183 


6,181 

4,342 

1,569 

8,792 


24,726 

15,179 

5,695 


13,053 

6,831 

2,633 


2,535 

4,889 

1,876 


36,010 

19,532 

•7,878 


17,137 

15,360 

6,813 


23,839 

24,205 

7,553 


43 

28,200 

3,579 

10,070 

41,849; 

2,131 

1,274 

35 

2,733 

24,477 

53,420 

4,404 

1,634 

34 

21,850 

3,' 534 

10*928 

39^312 

2,486 

823 

18 

14,600 

1,668 

3,500 

19,768 

2.034 

• 561 

" 

275 

130 

93,860 

11,514 

48,975 

154,349 

4,292 

- 

2,168 

Week  ended  Saturday,  March  25,  1848, 


CoNNAUQHT 


Sat.  25  Mar.  1848 
,,  26  Mar.  1847 
„ 27  Mar.  1846 
,,  25  Mar.  1848 
,,  26  Mar.  1847 
,,  27  Mar.  1846 
,,  25  Mar.  1848 
,,  26  Mar.  1847 
,,  27  Mar.  1846 
,,  25  Mar.  1848 
,,  26  Mar.  1S47 
,,  27  Mar.  1846 

r Sat.  25  Mar.  1848 
,,  28  Mar.  1847 
l ,,  27  Mar.  1846 


362,132 
2,435*347 
2, 006  ,*036 
1,370,753 


8,174,268 


8,090 

5,325 

2,017 

13,400 

6,571 

2,758 


35,323 

18,689 

7,852 


16,798 

6^207 

12,420 

12,121 

6,968 

6,054 

4,347 

1,496 


3,515 

3,608 

1,503 

5,964 

5,765 

2,423 


16,851 

15,320 

6,738 


6,037 


23,197 

23,606 

7,445 


Tullamore,  Waterford,  and  Westport,  are  not  ir. _ 

T The  numbers  for  Ballinrobe,  Ballycaslle,  Boyle,  Cashel,  Castlebar,  Cavan,  Clones  Ennis 
croom,  Nenagh,  Shillelagh,  Tralee,  Tullamore,  and  Waterford,  are  not  included  in  the  above. 


Enniscorthy,  Enniskillen,  Granard,  Lismore,  Londonderry,  Ms- 
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and  corresponding  Periods  in  1S47  and  1S46. 


Workhouses  in  each  Province. 


All  other  Classes. 

Total 

Number 

Work- 

houses. 

Males 

•rjw 

upwards. 

Females 
aged  ^15 

upwards. 

Total. 

1,659 

2.333 

4,012 

32,247 

1,830 

2,770 

4,600 

27,690 

1,093 

1,432 

10,72-2 

2,602 

3,294 

5,896 

42,504 

2,193 

3 , 793 

5,986 

35,461 

1,425 

1,810 

3,235 

13,981 

2,301 

2,954 

5,255 

2,279 

3,091 

5,370 

27,409 

1,843 

2.115 

3,958 

14,896 

699 

1,204 

1,903 

15,973 

533 

726 

1,259 

10,530 

198 

184 

382 

3,067 

7,261 

9,805 

17,066 

123,232 

6,835 

10,380 

17,215 

101,090 

4,559 

5,541 

10,100 

42,666 

Total 
Number 
in  Work- 


Decrease 

!in  present 
1 Week.  I 
unpared 
, rith  the 

Week  of  preceding 


Decrease  in  Num-| 
ber  of  Paupers  ii 
Workhouses  in 


zri 

1817. 


compared,  of  Cloth- . 

a I ,"sJ  .«■ 1 


Workhouses. 


Fever  Patients  removed 
to  Fever  Hospitals 

Average 

Weekly  

Cost  of  ; 

Mainte-  No 
in  the 
, Hea'!  ! Week 


20,607 
27 1 634 
17 ’,662 


1 5} 
1 104 
1 8 
1 8* 


in  the 

j Increase 
| W0f  T'ecrease. 
present' 

Year,  j 


j-2,141  2,139 
945  S79 


Decrease. 


D.  533  j 21,076 


and  corresponding  periods  in  1847  and  1846. 


3,079 

2,172 

1,041 


7,163  I 9,683 
6,430  J 10,010 
4,001  5,540 


5,420 

4,118 

1,731 


16.S46 

16,440 

10,141 


39,793 

33,246 

13,117 


120,411 

98,310 

41,812 


D.  498 

4,661 

19,902 

1 51 

1 ii? 

D.  272 

6,549 

25,676 

! 3 

D.382 

4)930 

17)581 

! 

5)961 

10)074 

; n 

2 3J 

D.  925 

2-2,101 

T 

11 

,999  1,965  | 34 


i D. 

i •• 

1 1,941  ! d'.'8i 


59  1,093  1,035  53 


679  ^ , 7 9 1 .5,786  i 


D.  23 

K s 


and  corresponding  periods  in  1847  and  1846. 


1,499 

3,351 

3,567 

1,960 

3,385 


10,207 

10,118 

6,026 


4,077 

4,223 

2,654 

5,971 

5,736 

3,496 

6,018 

5,799 

4,429 


17,757 

17,096 

10,981 


12,205 
42,375 
35,862 
14,864 
36,060 
30,298 
16,737 
15,463 
10, 126 
3,050 


129,830  1)29,769*1 
106, 9C9  ' 

46 , S56 


26,508 
19 *323 


1 5} 
1 11* 
1 8 


2 34 
1 9} 
1 8* 


1 6} 
2 H 
1 81 


|2,558  (2,574 

,022 


and  corresponding  periods  in  1847  and  1846. 


1,565 

1,113 

2,579 

2,213 

1,569 

2,469 


1,981 

3.207 

3,225 


2.550 
6,056 
5,913 

3.550 
5,676 

4)226 

1,524 

1,108 


34,324 

29,483 

11,932 

43,323 

35,773 

15,237 

33,121 

27,703 

15,936 

16,477 

10,693 

3,312 


7,183  | 9,867  ; 17,052  427,245 
6,714  | 10,078  : 16,792  ‘103,657 
5,901  I 10,732  j 46,417 


D.  429 
D.342 
D.’.i-3 
229 


21,527 
27,081 
1?) 185 
10)C87 


76,480 


2 3 | 

1 9}  : 

I 6H 


2,522  (2,558 

l,io5 

1,725 


1,081 


994 


,029 


605  6,346  6,457 


D.  64 
D.  35 


D.  Ill  il,492  ,1,353 


* The  numbers  for  Ballitta,  Ballinrobe.  Doyle,  Castlebar,  Ennis,  Lismure,  Macroom,  Shillelagh,  Tralee,  and  Waterford,  are  not  included  in  the  above. 

J The  numbers  for  Boyle,  Castlebar,  Downpatrick,  Dunfanaghy,  Ennis,  Kilkenny,  Lismore,  New  Boss,  Swit-.eford,  Tialse,  and  Waterford,  are  not  iucluded  in 
the  above. 

6 Q 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Pauper 


Week  ended  Saturday,  April  1,  1848, 


NAMES  OF  PROVINCES. 

Population 

according 

on841. 

Workhouse  Accommodation. 

Number  of  Paupers  in  the 

|! 

Paupers 

the 

Work- 

vtere  ori- 
ginally 

contain. 

No.  the 
Fever 
I.  ^ it.,' s 
are  cal- 
culated 

No.  for 
nodation 

has  been 
irovided. 

Total 

•nodatioo 
vided  in 
Province. 

Able-bodied. 

Sick  in  the 

Workhouse  Hospitals. 

Females. 

Total. 

15  Years 
of  Age. 

Fiver 

Patients 

Other 

Total. 

Ulster  . . Sat.  1 Apr.  184S 

,,  2 Apr.  184/ 
,,  3 Apr.  1846 
Munster  , . , , 1 Apr.  1848 
,,  2 Apr.  1847 
, , 3 Apr.  1846 
Leinster.  • , , 1 Apr.  1848 
,,  2 Apr.  1847 
,,  3 Apr.  1846 
Connaught  . ,,  1 Apr.  1643 
,,  2 Apr.  1847 
,,  3 Apr.  1846 

T . f Sat.  1 Apr.  1848 

Total  of  1 2 Apr.  1847 

Irelaku.  1 3 Apr.  1846 

2,362,132 
! ;; 

2, 435*,  347 

1 :: 

.2,006,036 

;; 

jl, 370, 753 

43 

35 

34 

is 

28,200 
26^210 
24,850 
14.' 600 

3,139 

2,783 

3,356 

1*668 

10,240 
24 j 434 

11)791 

3,580 

41,579 
53^427 
39*997 
19, *848 

1,914 

1,125 

418 

4,400 

1,452 

922 

2,531 

997 

1,642 

1,670 

467 

227 

5,692 

3,837 

1,475 

9,284 

4,659 

2,012 

6,007 

3,815 

1,790 

3,038 

1,257 

393 

7,606 

4,962 

1,893 

13,684 

6,111 

2,934 

8,538 

4,812 

2,432 

4,708 

1,724 

620 

15,812 

13,244 

5,623 

16,681 

13,021 

6,476 

12,074 

12,019 

6,756 

5,658 

3,059 

1,270 

2,226 

2,226 

134 

904 

3,661 

313 

1,658 

1,284 

165 

826 

991 

86 

3,225 
3,194 
1,480 
5,554 
5,149 
2,331 
4,439 
3,659 
2,009 
2, 197 
2,170 
420 

5,451 

5,420 

1,614 

6,548 

8,810 

2,644 

6,137 

4,943 

2,174 

3,023 

3,161 

506 

|8, 174,268 

i " 

130  y3,8G0 

10,94G 

50,045 

154,851 

10,515 

4,041 

2,209 

24,021 

13,568 

5,670 

34,536 

17,609 

7,879 

50.225 

41,343 

20,125 

5,744 

8,162 

698 

15,415 

14,172 

6,240 

21,159 

22,334 

6,938 

Week  ended  Saturday,  April  8,  1848, 


Ulster  . . Sat.  8 Apr.  1S4S 

,,  9 Apr.  1847 

,,  10  Apr.  1846 

Munster  . . 8 Apr.  1848 

9 Apr.  1817 
,,  10  Apr.  1846 

Leinster  . . 8 Apr.  1848 

,,  9 Apr.  1847 

,,  1 0 Apr.  1 846 

Connaught  . , , 8 Apr.  1843 

,,  9 Apr.  1847 

,,  10  Apr.  1846 

2,362,132 

2,435*347 

2.00M36 

1,370,753 

43 

35 

34 

18 

28,200 
26)210 
24*, 850 
14*600 

3,139 

3)l88 

3,556 

1,*768 

10,240 

24)849 

11*,S31 

3,’5£0 

41,679 

54)247 

40)237 

19)948 

1,898 

1,106 

438 

4,420 

1,4-25 

864 

2,506 

948 

624 

1,878 

472 

240 

5,680 

3,833 

1,467 

9,168 

4,003 

1,924 

6,0-0 

3,748 

1,790 

3,289 

1,204 

380 

7,578 

4,939 

1,905 

13,588 

6,028 

2,788 

8,526 

4,696 

2,414 

5,167 

1,676 

620 

15,827 
13,324 
5,732 
16,414 
12,842 
6,371 
12.026 
11,768 
6,655 
G,  1 10 
2,961 
1,301 

2,135 

2,688 

183 

1,032 

3,803 

279 

1,464 

1,396 

148 

836 

837 
79 

3.123 

3,009 

1,506 

5,722 

5,096 

2,292 

4,381 

3,570 

2,020 

2,619 

1,842 

446 

5,258 
5,697 
1 ,6;9 
6 . 754 
S,899 
2,571 
5,845 
4,966 
2,168 
3,455 
2,679 
525 

50,500 

156,011 

10,702 

24,157 

34,859 

50,377 

5,467 

15,845 

21,312 

Total  of  j 9AW.1S47 

3,951 

13,383 

27,339 

iRhLIND.  ^ - l0  Apr  1S46 

“ 

.. 

2,166 

5,561 

7,727 

‘20,059 

639 

0,953 

= 

Week  ended  Saturday,  April  15,  1S48j 


TI.„„ 

. Sat.  22  Apr.  1848 

2,362,132 

43 

28,200 

2,979 

10,538 

41,717 

1,934 

5,736 

7,670 

16,077 

2,023 

3,219 

5,242 

,,  24  Apr.  1847 

1,209 

3,830 

13,397 

3, 181 

3,575 

,,  25  Apr.  1846 

478 

1,936 

5,789 

256 

1,406 

1,662 

. ,,  22  Apr.  1843 

2,435,347 

35 

26,210 

4,538 

24,365 

55,113 

5,264 

15,095 

18,294 

1,144 

5,891 

,,  24  Apr.  1847 

1,531 

4,599 

6,130 

12,415 

3,841 

4,951 

,,  25  Apr.  1816 

973 

2,144 

3,117 

7,167 

253 

. ,,  22  Apr.  1348 

2,006,036 

34 

24,850 

3,481 

12,612 

40,943 

2,713 

6,426 

9,139 

13,064 

1,502 

, , 24  Apr.  1847 

1,011 

4,866 

11,511 

1,830 

,,  25  Apr.  1846 

605 

7,196 

183 

2,405 

„ 22  Apr.  1848 

1,370,753 

18 

14,600 

1,684 

3,835 

20,119 

1,918 

3,558 

6,117 

891 

,,  24  Apr.  3S47 

457 

1,151 

1,608 

2,873 

815 

,,  25  Apr.  1846 

219 

363 

582 

1,219 

52 

JSb 

f Sat.  22  Apr.  1348 

8,174,268 

130 

93,860 

12,682 

51,350 

157,892 

11,891 

53,552 

5,560 

16,154 

21,714 

,,24  Apr.  1847 

4,208 

40,196 

9,667 

14,537 

,,  25  Apr.  1846 

2,275 

5,853 

8,128 

24,371 

744 

6,652 

* The  mi 'rbers  for  Bslimrobe,  Boyle,  Castlebar,  Coleraine,  Dunfanaghy,  Enniscoitliy,  Enniskillen,  Kilrush,  Lismore,  Longford,  New  Ross,  Stranorlan,  Swine- 
ford,  Tralee,  Waterford,  and  Westport,  are  not  included  in  the  above. 

f The  numbers  for  Ca-tlebar,  Enniscorthy,  Enniskillen,  Ennistymon,  Letterkenny,  Lismore,  Longford,  New  Ross,  Swineford,  Tralee,  Waterford,  and  Westport, 
are  not  included  in  the  above. 
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and  corresponding  Periods  in  1847  and  1846. 


Workho 

ses  in  each  Provin 

e. 

Decrease 

TnNum- 

Fever  Patients  removed 
to  Pever  Hospitals 

Number  of  Fever 

Total 

Number 

inWork- 

Decrease 

Average 
Weekly 
Cost  of 

orkliouses. 

All  other  Classes. 

Total 

Workhouses  in 
present  Year, 

No. 
in  the 

No. 

S, 

NumDer 

compared 

preceding 

*n 

Males 

Females 

Total. 

Work- 

preceding 
Week  of 

S. 

As 

Head 
e»  i sis 

Week 

As 

As 

Week 

Xus 

Increase 

52 

no«I 

increase 

houses. 

present 

Year. 

Week  of 
present 
Year. 

compared 

with 

1847. 

compared 

with 

1S46. 

ot  Cloth- 
ing). 

TE* 

pared 

with 

1647. 

with 

1846. 

PYear. 

of 

assent 

Year. 

present 

Decrease. 

1,695 

2,117 

3,712 

32,581 

33,034 

D.  453 

5,254 

20,176 

*.  d. 

32 

4 

29 

2,226 

2,334 

D.  138 

„rJ 

293 

D.  19 

1 ,433 

2,268 

3,701 

27,3-27 

1 11? 

28 

1.443 

1,410 

2,455 

11,585 

3 

*2,7-26 

3,526 

6,252 

43,165 

42, SOS 

267 

8,404 

26,412 

285 

76 

994 

993 

1 

5U8 

583 

D.  75 

2,129 

3.610 

5,769 

33,711 

209 

1,583 

‘2,061 

3,649 

15,703 

1 8* 
1 9 

67 

5,43! 

32, ISO 

32,348 

D.  168 

4,805 

16,664 

185 

149 

155 

1,698 

1,724 

D.  26 

293 

D.  06 

5,601 

27,375 

36 

2,264 

4,154 

15,516 

1 10* 

30 

489 

801 

1,290 

14,713 

D.  39 

5,113 

8,570 

34 

D.21 

33 

826 

929 

D.  i03 

194 

242 

D.  4S 

293 

444 

737 

8,681 

2 3* 

55 

170 

182 

352 

2,748 

1 8* 

1 

•• 

•• 

7,175 

9,310 

16,683 

122,605 

1-22,998* 

D.  393 

23,576 

71,822 

536 

208 

435 

5,744 

.. 

6,030 

D.  28G 

1,203 

1,411 

D.  208 

6,368 

9,410 

15.808 

97,094 

328 

4,693 

5,917 

10,610 

45,552 

1 9 

101 



" 

■' 

and  corresponding  periods  in  1847  and  1846. 


1,674 

2,194 

3,868 

33,262 

33,695 

D.  433 

4,522 

20,392 

, * 

42 

42 

o— 

1,558 

3,979 

28,740 

1,138 

1,491 

2,629 

12,062 

2,817 

3,742 

6,589 

46,420 

46,010 

380 

10,879 

28,649 

1 6 

2,61S 

3,831 

6,449 

35.541 

1,839 

2,373 

4,212 

16,724 

2,231 

2,854 

5,093 

30,393 

30,907 

D.  514 

4,094 

15,262 

1 9 

2,455 

5,344 

26,299 

1,848 

2,231 

4,079 

15,131 

1 11? 

26 

438 

736 

1,224 

15,976 

16,174 

D.  198 

4,496 

7,918 

48 

5 

43 

964 

128 

459 

613 

1,072 

8,166 

43 

180 

187 

3S7 

3,180 

1 8f 

7,240 

9,536 

16,776 

126,051 

126,8161 

D.  765 

23,991 

72,221 

574 

215 

467 

5,724 

5,511 

213 

1,295 

1,216 

7,090 

9,734 

16,841 

98,746 

359 

5,005 

6,282 

11,287 

47,097 

' 

1 10 

107 

.. 

and  corresponding  periods  in  1847  and  1846. 


1,606 

2,225 

3,831 

32,820 

33,349 

D.  525 

3,777 

20 

365 

1 3 

80 

34 

73 

2,023 

2,191 

D.  168 

260 

1,523 

2,328 

3,851 

29,043 

l 114 

46 

.. 

1,122 

1,480 

2,602 

11,939 

1 8i 

7 

.. 

2,896 

4,204 

7,100 

47,524 

48,126 

D.  602 

12,825 

27 

874 

1 5 

448 

323 

416 

1,144 

1,199 

D.  55 

476 

5S4 

D.  103 

2,399 

3,671 

6,070 

33,4U7 

1-25 

.. 

1,897 

•2,360 

4,247 

17,281 

32 

2,360 

3,089 

5,449 

33,480 

33,642 

. 162 

5,394 

1G 

940 

1 5 

160 

145 

1,502 

1,521 

D.  19 

196 

252 

2,581 

3,128 

5,709 

28,086 

105 

1,902 

2,361 

4,263 

16,540 

15 

474 

715 

1,189 

16,453 

16,180 

64 

4,619 

705 

1 7 

43 

18 

37 

S91 

978 

D.  87 

225 

247 

449 

1,076 

8,213 

2 4J 
1 9 

5 

181 

189 

370 

2,567 

6 

7,336 

10,233 

17,569 

130,277 

131,506§ 

D.  1229 

26,615 

,884 

1 5 

731 

450 

671 

5,560 

5,889 

D.  329 

1,157 

1,358 

D.  201 

6,952 

9,754 

16.706 

98,749 

281 

5.032 

6,390 

11,482 

48,377 

1 8J 

60 

^ 7 The  numbers  for  Castlebar,  Enniscorthy,  Ennistymon,  Letterkenny,  Longford,  New  Ross,  Shillelagh,  Swineford,  Tralee,  and  Westport,  are  not  included  in 
§ The  numbers  for  Castlebar,  Ennistymon,  Milford,  New  Ross,  and  Westport,  are  not  included  in  the  above 

6 Q 2 
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and  corresponding  Periods  of  1847  and  1846. 
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1024  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-Door  Relief,  and  of  the  Expenditure  thereon,  for  a period  of  Ten  Weeks,  ending 

April  8,  1848. 


Persons  relieved 

Total  relieved  out 

Week 

under  Sec.  1. 

under  Sec.  2. 

of  the  M orkhouse. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

In  Money. 

In  Kind. 

Total. 

£. 

S. 

d. 

£. 

. d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

425 

1,486 

3,258 

4 

11 

0 

99  10  1 

104 

1 

396 

1 

385 

2 

14 

9 

97  13  6 

8 

3 

401 

3 

6 

7 

99 

1 

S 

1S4 

320 

1 

354 

19 

10 

100 

5 

5 

3,120 

173 

285 

1,385 

4 

8 

7 

98  17  0 

105 

253 

1 

357 

13 

16 

95  1 

3 

3,285 

194 

398 

12 

6 

178 

393 

3,155 

13 

17 

11 

93  17  1 

107 

5 

0 

93 

157 

] 

336 

3,041 

11 

12 

11 

93  17  3 

10 

2 

S April 

1,201 

2,839 

81 

113 

1 

9 

04 

5 

, 

105 

2,895 

80 

16 

3 

80 

16 

3 

050 

2,S83 

13 

0 

88 

13 

0 

040 

2,777 

82 

14 

0 

82 

14 

0 

2G  Feb. 

070 

2,745 

84 

19 

4 

84 

19 

4 

085 

2,886 

17 

8 

83 

17 

8 

992 

80 

10 

80 

10 

2,845 

1 

053 

SO 

3 

5 

80 

5 

071 

79 

8 

7 

79 

7 

797 

1,599 

43 

13 

11 

43 

13 

11 

8 April 

879 

1,019 

879 

1,619 

50 

4 

9 

50 

4 

9 

5 Feb. 

1,301 

2,426 

1 

301 

2,426 

43 

5} 

43 

6 

5} 

12  Feb. 

1 

295 

43  19  5 

43 

19 

5 

19  Feb. 

1 

335 

2,592 

44 

) 9$ 

44 

0 

94 

334 

2,537 

45 

) 11 

45 

0 

11 

4 March 

1,329 

2,542 

1 

329 

2,542 

45  13  64 

45 

13 

64 

11  March 

1,286 

2,491 

286 

2,491 

) 111 

0 

114 

IS  March 

.. 

239 

2,362 

41  17  7+ 

41 

17 

Vi 

7 

25  March 

1,208 

208 

2,276 

38  1 

7 

38 

15 

1 April 

1 , 105 

105 

1,951 

34  15  2 

34 

15 

8 April 

1,032 

1,836 

1 

032 

1,836 

30 

0} 

30 

5 

04 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

140 

291 

140 

291 

5 12  01 

5 

12 

04 

19  Feb. 

379 

896 

896 

22 

22 

1 

26  Feb. 

779 

2,092 

779 

2,092 

38 

38 

8 

n 

4 March 

1.173 

2,718 

264 

1,025 

1 

437 

3,743 

70 

11 

2# 

11  March 

2,064 

4,116 

492 

1,876 

2 

556 

5,992 

136 

136 

0 

IS  March 

1,705 

3,746 

652 

2,516 

2 

357 

6,262 

134  19  3$ 

134 

19 

25  March 

2,014 

4,722 

1,014 

3,209 

3 

7,931 

201  10  2 $ 

201 

10 

1 April 

2,308 

5,353 

891 

3,365 

3 

199 

8,718 

216  17  3$ 

216 

4 

S April 

2,546 

5,863 

959 

3,541 

3 

505 

9,404 

210  17  11$ 

210 

17 

Xl| 

5 Feb. 

735 

1,552 

735 

1,552 

39 

13 

o 

5 13  10 

7 

12  Feb. 

1,816 

886 

1,816 

50 

55 

11 

19  Feb. 

2, 111 

985 

57 

G 

6 

10 

20  Feb. 

1,069 

2,303 

1 

069 

2,303 

4 March 

1,095 

2,329 

1 

095 

2,329 

64 

13 

8 

6 

10 

70 

14 

6 

11  March 

1,119 

2,390 

1 

119 

2,390 

70 

IS  March 

1,180 

1 

ISO 

25  March 

1,204 

2,371 

1 

204 

78 

1 April 

1,166 

2,163 

166 

2,163 

90 

S April 

1,225 

2,261 

1 

225 

2,261 

93 

2 

0 

93 

2 

0 

5 Feb. 

1,823 

4,104 

63 

85 

1 

8.86 

4,189 

124  11  6 

11 

6 

1,580 

93 

112 

673 

3,511 

1,842 

4,123 

117 

142 

1 

959 

4,265 

127  10  11$ 

Ilf 

26  Feb. 

3,818 

142 

137 

1 

993 

3,955 

4 March 

1,869 

4,810 

155 

024 

1,864 

4,740 

166 

244 

030 

4,984 

74 

1,861 

4,772 

167 

264 

a 

028 

11 

1,608 

4,048 

104 

175 

712 

4,223 

1 April 

1,464 

3,688 

18 

482 

3,721 

4 

8 April 

1,559 

4,002 

1 

559 

4,002 

117  16  9$ 

117 

6 

9* 

5 Feb. 
12  Feb. 
19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

3,515 

9,341 

IX, 

129 

26,351 

14 

C44 

1,132 

1 1VO 

11  March 
18  March 
25  March 

1 April 
S April 

4,641 

11,083 

12 

792 

27,687 

17 

433 

38,770 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

141 

323 

141 

3 

307 

439 

4 March 

1,090 

447 

A 

11  March 

1,507 

.. 

573 

1,507 

IS  March 

754 

2,071 

754 

2,071 

25  March 

891 

2,332 

29 

97 

920 

2,429 

0 

5 

1 April 

2,771 

183 

572 

1 

292 

3,343 

8 April 

4,589 

304 

795 

2,358 

5,384 

13 

7 

6 

123 

54 

13G 

9 114 

Names  of  Unions. 


Astbim  . 


Bah-ieborough  . 


No  out-relief  as  yet 


Particulars  n< 


Particulars  not  given 
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Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  &c. — continued. 


Total  relieved  out 

Names  of  Unions. 

Week 

ending 

under  Sec.  1. 

under  Sec.  2. 

of  the  Workhouse. 

Observations. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

In  Money. 

In  Kind. 

Total. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

Si 

d. 

£. 

, 

d. 

Ballinbobe  , . 

5 Feb. 

206 

562 

336 

1,273 

542 

1,835 

Cost  not  stated. 

12  Feb. 
19  Feb. 

2,365 

6,742 

4,229 

12,895 

6,594 

19  j 637 

Particulars  not  giveD 

26  Feb. 

2,549 

7,460 

5,98S 

18,006 

8,537 

25,466 

4 March 

2,512 

7,871 

6,304 

17,137 

S,S16 

25,008 

11  March 
1 S March 

2^773 

8,347 

7.7S5 

20,560 

10,508 

.. 

28 , 907 

rCost  not  stated. 

25  March 

2,916 

8,744 

8,004 

21,431 

10,920 

30,175 

1 April 

2,991 

8,907 

8,276 

22,139 

11,267 

31,046 

8 April 

3,075 

9,1S5 

8,420 

22,690 

11,495 

31,825 

Baixtcastm  . 

No  ont-relief  given. 

5 Feb. 

87 

170 

7 

17 

79 

187 

1 

14 

6* 

1 

14 

6} 

12  Feb. 

157 

322 

7 

21 

163 

343 

5 

6 

b 

6 

204 

384 

5 

209 

392 

6 

19 

6 

6 

19 

26  Feb. 

301 

595 

4 

6 

305 

601 

8 

9 

8 

9 

373 

729 

3 

4 

376 

733 

11 

12 

0 

11 

12 

[O 

11  March 

438 

841 

3 

3 

441 

844 

14 

6 

# 

14 

6 

8} 

18  March 

493 

972 

3 

3 

496 

975 

16 

13 

16 

13 

25  March 

518 

1,016 

1 

2 

519 

1,018 

17 

15 

84 

17 

15 

565 

1,102 

565 

1 , 102 

19 

1 

19 

94 

8 April 

592 

1,176 

592 

1,176 

19 

10 

19 

10 

5 Feb. 

489 

893 

489 

80S 

18  0 

9 

IS 

0 

9 

556 

1,008 

556 

1,008 

19  11 

571 

1,017 

571 

1,017 

19  17 

3 

19 

17 

3 

26  Feb. 

578 

1,037 

578 

1,037 

20  4 

6 

20 

4 

585 

1,035 

585 

1,035 

20  0 

3 

20 

3 

589 

589 

986 

19  13 

0 

19 

13 

0 

570 

989 

570 

989 

19  14 

6 

19 

14 

600 

1,033 

600 

1,033 

20  5 

0 

20 

5 

0 

1 April 

568 

934 

568 

934 

19  6 

6 

19 

6 

6 

8 April 

576 

977 

576 

977 

19  14 

7 

19 

14 

7 

BjLLLYSHANNON  . 

5 Feb. 

321 

596 

321 

596 

16  13 

11 

16 

13 

11 

352 

679 

352 

679 

16  17 

10 

425 

797 

425 

797 

IS  16 

11 

IS 

16 

.1 

489 

874 

489 

874 

24  4 

0 

24 

0 

499 

499 

8S4 

24  12 

24 

12 

4 

578 

976 

976 

26  3 

26 

3 

7 

541 

920 

541 

920 

28  15 

7 

692 

968 

692 

968 

32  2 

8 

747 

1,227 

747 

1,227 

32  12 

10 

8 April 

776 

1,311 

776 

1,311 

34  2 

6 

- 

6 

5 Feb. 

441 

790 

441 

790 

21 

17 

11} 

21 

17 

11} 

448 

798 

44S 

79S 

19 

18 

8 

421 

803 

421 

803 

19 

14 

22- 

2} 

465 

S05 

465 

805 

20 

10 

8} 

8± 

478 

838 

478 

S3S 

20 

s 

9} 

■4 

.477 

837 

477 

837 

20 

13 

7± 

476 

838 

476 

20 

4 10 

481 

854 

481 

854 

0 2 

6 

20 

14 

7I 

503 

872 

503 

872 

20 

5 

8 April 

506 

868 

506 

868 

0 2 

0 

20 

8 

H 

31 

5 Feb. 

755 

1,638 

755 

1,638 

43  13 

2 

43 

13 

2 

789 

1,662 

789 

1,662 

45  11 

6 

785 

1,717 

785 

1,717 

48  4 

6 

796 

1,728 

796 

1,728 

3 

807 

1,729 

807 

1.729 

48  7 

1 

801 

1,733 

801 

1,733 

48  9 

2 

48 

18  March 

814 

1,733 

814 

1,733 

48  15 

2 

824 

1,762 

824 

1,762 

1,620 

787 

1,620 

16  IS 

10 

29 

9 

-i 

8 April 

810 

1,691 

810 

1,691 

4 10 

5 

41 

18 

‘7 

Ui 

Ban-bridge  . ■ 

5 Feb. 

No  ont-relief. 
Particulars  not  given 

637 

1,351 

1 

6 

63S 

1,357 

25 

18 

9} 

93 

1,556 

1,556 

29 

17 

• 4 

1,731 

858 

1,731 

33 

7 

ii 

889 

1,739 

889 

1,739 

34 

14 

9t 

93 

921 

1,790 

921 

1,790 

36 

5 

6} 

914 

1,781 

914 

1,781 

16 

1,793 

1 

931 

1,794 

34  14  11 

Bantoon  . . . 

940 

1,837 

940 

1,837 

35 

8 

4i 

41 

No  out-relief. 

Bantby  . . . 

3,471 

8,632 

3,471 

8,632 

210 

6 

2} 

210 

6 

21 

9,146 

3,436 

9,146 

9} 

8,913 

3.439 

8,913 

6 

9,688 

3,411 

9,688 

19 

4 March 

2,971 

3,130 

6,663 

6,096 

2,971 

3,130 

6,663 

6,096 

Cost  not  stated. 

3,743 

6,227 

3,743 

6,227 

5,971 

3,787 

5,971 

i 

3,699 

8 April 

3,756 

6,137 

3,756 

6,137 

6} 

1 

6} 
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Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  Szc.— continued. 


Names  of  Unions.  S 

Week 

Persons  relieved 
under  Sec.  1 . 

Persons  relieved 
under  Sec.  2. 

'otal  relieved  out 
f the  Workhouse. 

Expenditure. 

Observations. 

ending 

Cases.  1 

3ersous. 

Cases.  1 Persons.! 

Cases.  | 

’ersons. 

In  Money. 

In  Kind.  | 

Total. 

1- 

— 

— 

£. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

No  obt-relief. 

Belfast  . . . | 

Boyle  . . • 

5 Feb. 

19  Feb. 

No  out-relief. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

1.109 

3,383 

224 

494 

73 

4,337 

303 

1,681 

4,267 

311 

679 

8 April 

1, 

S6 

4,897 

421 

968 

5,865 

5 Feb. 

Particulars  not  given 

1,261 

41 

19  Feb. 

921 

1,959 

54 

84 

Particulars  not  given 

4 March 

1, 

98 

2,526 

150 

257 

1,348 

2,783 

Cost  not  stated. 
Particulars  not  given 

o 672 

152 

247 

1,379 

2,919 

0 6 6 

257 

1,401 

3,003 

oi 

279 

1,369 

2,890 

0 2 1 

H 

45 

S April 

1. 

38 

2,764 

18S 

293 

1,426 

3,057 

•* 

85  15 

5£ 

5$ 

3,450 

1,799 

4,893 

3,375 

8,343 

51  13  44 

1G1 

H 

212  IS 

5J 

3,525 

1,853 

4,987 

3,460 

8,512 

51  12  11$ 

n 

70 

3,525 

1,908 

5,292 

3.53S 

8,817 

39  3 114 

10$ 

5,312 

3,560 

8,892 

38  19  9$ 

6* 

3,582 

1,987 

4,933 

3,573 

S , 5 15 

50  18  64 

209  16 

5 

3,571 

1,838 

4,849 

3,437 

8,420 

49  18  34 

3$ 

3,562 

1,753 

4,693 

3,382 

8,255 

49  9 114 

5$ 

3,537 

1,654 

4,540 

3,284 

37  10  54 

9$ 

196  14 

3,541 

1,548 

4,342 

3,159 

7,883 

48  15  7$ 

138 

11$ 

187  3 

8 April 

1,620 

3,369 

1,365 

3,905 

2,985 

7,274 

47  1 3$ 

2$ 

, 

3,857 

1,505 

3,857 

94  9 3 

94  9 

3 

4,007 

1,576 

4,007 

98  8 7 

0 

3 

96  11 

7 

4,095 

1,634 

4,095 

98  2 1 

98  2 

1 

4,398 

1,751 

99  1 4 

;12 

4,563 

1,812 

4,563 

104  7 8 

1 

105  10  11 

4,703 

1,872 

4,703 

107  5 8 

1 

3 

10S  12 

IS  March 

1,956 

4,934 

1,956 

4,934 

111  17  6 

0 15 

1 

112  12 

2,024 

5,087 

2,024 

5,087 

116  18  9 

0 

16 

5,307 

2,116 

5,307 

119  5 11 

0 12 

8 April 

2, 

178 

5,490 

2,178 

5,490 

121  13  2 

0 

2 

2 

121  15 

Cabbicxlmacboss 

5 Feb. 

"17 

1,G81 

24 

57 

741 

1,738 

44  6 10 

44  6 

10 

1,845 

30 

779 

1,927 

47  9 6 

47  9 

779 

1,956 

30 

43 

809 

1,999 

49  14  3 

49  14 

L0 

794 

1,998 

35 

68 

829 

2,066 

49  9 0 

49  9 

0 

4 March 

103 

2,017 

34 

63 

837 

2,080 

51  5 6 

51  5 

6 

11  March 

309 

2,032 

14 

57 

843 

2,089 

51  6 2 

51  6 

18  March 

322 

2,022 

64 

103 

886 

2,105 

57  17  6 

51  17 

6 

25  March 

786 

1,9S4 

26 

39 

812 

2,023 

48  12  10 

48  12  10 

1 April 

808 

1,874 

57 

100 

8G5 

1,974 

50  5 0 

50  5 

0 

8 April 

818 

1,943 

61 

112 

879 

2,055 

51  8 10 

51  8 

10 

Cariuck-ox-Shax 

5 Feb. 

887 

2,003 

1,197 

2,459 

2,084 

4,462 

99 

0 

7* 

99  0 

73 

KOX. 

12  Feb. 

1 

333 

3,185 

2,070 

4,365 

3,403 

7,450 

210  11 

7 

210  11 

7 

19  Feb. 

1 

675 

4,048 

3,352 

7,159 

5,027 

11,207 

718  10 

3 

718  10 

3 

26  Feb. 

911 

4,524 

4,239 

8,811- 

6,150 

13,335 

353  12  10$ 

353  12  10$ 

4 March 

310 

5,228 

4,469 

9,593 

6,779 

14,821 

352  15  10| 

352  15  10J 

11  March 

2 

099 

4,865 

3,735 

7,851 

5,834 

12,716 

328 

5 

5 

328  5 

5 

IS  March 

2 

174 

4,690 

3,616 

6,897 

5,790 

11,587 

259 

4 

3$ 

259  4 

3$ 

25  March 

2 

164 

5,1G5 

3,457 

6,898 

5,621 

12,063 

247 

4 

4 

247  14 

5$ 

1 April 

212 

5,466 

3,055 

5,322 

5,267 

301 

3 

4* 

301  3 

4 

8 April 

2 

223 

5,503 

2,S50 

5,277 

5,073 

10,788 

275 

8 

5 

275  8 

b 

Cabrick-ox-Suib 

5 Feb. 

78 

209 

78 

209 

0 3 4 

6 

1 

6 15 

H 

12  Feb. 

172 

418 

172 

418 

0 9 9 

10 

G 

11  5 

94 

19  Feb. 

216 

518 

216 

0 5 0 

12 

.5 

13  0 

5$ 

26  Feb. 

2S0 

656 

280 

15 

.6 

11 

16  9 

8 

4 March 

294 

717 

294 

717 

0 9 9 

16 

6 

3* 

17  6 

0} 

11  Marcl 

307 

757 

307 

757 

0 10  6 

16 

5 

17  6 

18  Marcl 

334 

807 

334 

807 

0 5 9 

17 

8 

6$ 

17  14 

3$ 

25  March 

344 

82! 

344 

829 

0 9 0 

18 

6 11  + 

18  15  11$ 

l April 

341 

791 

341 

799 

0 7 1 

17 

16 

18  3 

4$ 

S April 

350 

825 

350 

825 

0 7 1 

18 

10 

4 

18  17  10$ 

Cashel  . . . 

5 Feb. 

1 

999 

4,686 

1,762 

4,123 

3,761 

8,809 

145  18  9 

104 

3 

2f 

250  1 115 

12  Feb. 

039 

3,854 

2,419 

5,989 

4,456 

149  5 3 

176 

10J 

325  9 

IS 

19  Feb. 

101 

5,25( 

2,885 

6,997 

4,986 

12,24/ 

24  13  0 

295 

J 

8$ 

319  16 

26  Feb. 

1 

883 

3,84! 

3,079 

6,909 

4,962 

10,75? 

341 

( 

361  6 

5$ 

4 March 

,866 

3,991 

3,256 

7,23c 

5,122 

i 

4$ 

384  10  10$ 

11  Marcl 

i 2,067 

4,372 

3,710 

8,119 

5,777 

12,491 

23  11  0 

326 

12 

6* 

350  c 

6$ 

IS  Marcl 

,228 

4,681 

4,082 

9,131 

6,31( 

18,814 

22  7 6 

316 

4 

338  lB 

5:1 

25  March 

,279 

4,825 

4,091 

9,16c 

6,37( 

13,99: 

303 

16 

h 

324  14 

U 

1 April 

133 

4,331 

2,745 

6,415 

4,87! 

10,746 

272 

( 

6 

291  1? 

(i 

8 April 

189 

4,535 

2,654 

6,376 

4,843 

10,961 

19  12  6 

265 

0 

284  17 

6 
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Castleblaysey. 


Celeridce  . 
CeIFDEX 
Clogeeem  . 


Cases.  Persons.  I Cases.  Persons. 


5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

2G  Feb. 

4 March  I 
II  March 


18  March 

I 25  March  | 
1 April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

, 2 Feb. 

19  Feb. 

I 2(i  Feb. 

4 March 
| 1 1 March 
8 March 
] 25  March  | 
1 April 
8 April 


5 Feb. 

I 12  Feh. 

19  Feb. 

I 26  Feb. 

4 March 

11  March 

18  March 

| 25  March  | 
1 April 
8 April 

, 5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

I 26  Feb. 

4 March 
11  March 
18  March 
I 25  March  | 


1,799 

2,235 

2,336 


1,140 

1,146 

1,107 

1,105 


1,341 

2,035 

2,620 


3,495 

3,020 

3,018 


2,331 

2,301 

2,318 


5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

11  March 
IS  March 

25  March  | 

I April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

| 19  Feb. 

1 26  Feb. 

4 March 
11  March 

I IS  March 
I 25  March 
1 April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

I 12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

II  March 
| 18  March 

25  March 
1 April- 

5 Feb. 

I 12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 


1,980 

2,073 

2,142 


4,211 

3,464 

3,196 


Cases.  Persons. 


I 10,643 
! 15,913  1 

1 16,026  I 

i 16,076  : 


1,154 

1,131 

1,144 

1,138 

1,156 

1,140 

1,146 

1,107 

1,105 


2,200 
2,209 
2, ISO 


1,341 

2,635 

2,620 


2,242 

2,298 

2,327 

2,337 

2,371 

2,354 

2,331 

2,301 


6,082 

6,320 

6,509 

6,930 


1,036 

1,027 

1,017 

1,027 


192  16 
158  16 
171  10 


2,065 

2,123 

2,131 

2.092 


I Particulars  not 


Numbers  for  tv 
| Districts  not  give 
Cost  not  stated. 


69  14  10  | 
60  6 9.V  ; 
53  16  5}  I 


12  19  2$ 
16  14  9} 

19  11  . 0 
21  1 8 
23  10  2 


244  8 1} 
171  12  11} 
161  13  10 


SS  16  0} 

91  13  6$ 

92  7 11 

94  13  2} 


108  10  10} 
122  15  7 

127  15  11} 
132  9 ll| 


41  7 

42  16 
46  2 
45  10 
44  12 

43  13 
43  10 
43  0 
42  6 


46  10  5} 

32  5 11 
45  14  7} 
48  2 0} 

45  1 1} 

46  11  7 
43  3 11 

43  14  4}  ! 

1 11  2} 

6 17  2} 
22  5 11 

33  16  6} 

44  18  5} 


Particulars  not  given 


101  19  5} 
105  18  23 
107  15  0} 
111  7 2 | 

117  11  6}  | 
116  19  lj  | 
124  11  9} 


36  1 3f 

41  7 9} 

42  16  2$ 
46  2 8J 
45  10  5} 
44  12  ' 

43  13 
43  10 


46  10  5} 
32  5 11 
45  14  7} 


43  14  4}  I 
14  10 

23  12  2J  I 
41  16  11 
54  18  2} 
68  8 7} 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  &c. — continued. 


Persons 

relieved  1 

Total  relieved  out 

Expenditure. 

Names  of  Unions. 

Week 

under  Sec.  1. 

under  Sec.  2. 

Observations. 

ending 

Cases. 

’ersons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

’ersons. 

In  Money. 

In  Kind. 

Total. 

— 

£.  s 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

Clonmel  . . 

11  March 
IS  March 

700 

780 

1,407 

1,570 

857 

1,054 

1,195 

1,880 

2,847 

2,751 

1,557 

1,834 

2,083 

3,287 

3,917 

4,556 

25  1 

26  1£ 
27 

Si 

7 

6 

59  1 10J 
72  19  11 
87  11  10J 

84  13 
99  18 
114  13 

<* 

8 

4i 

1 April 
8 April 

918 

948 

1,902 

1,972 

835 

2,144 

1,658 

1.856 

1,783 

3,630 

26  IS 

27 

li 

68  19  8 

96  2 

it 

Coleraine  . . 

Cookstown  • . 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 
1 1 March 
18  March 
25  March 

251 

268 

293 

30S 

326 

329 

354 

359 

562 

619 

714 

718 

761 

783 

823 

834 

I." 

251 

268 

293 

308 

326 

329 

354 

359 

348 

562 

619 

714 

718 

761 

823 

834 

813 

10  4 6 

11  6 If 

12  12  5i 

13  5 lli 

14  2 Gf 

14  10  2f 

15  7 If 
15  18  4$ 
15  8 9f 

10  4 

11  6 
12  12 

13  5 

14  2 

14  10 

15  7 
15  18 
15  8 

6 

i 

2f 

H 

1 

8 April 

346 

805 

346 

U 6 

CoOTEHILL  . . 

5 Feb. 

3,662 

l’G67 

3,662 

3,43S 

91 

90 

0 

0 

91  9 
90  1 

0 

0 

1,728 

3,676 

95 

4 

1,034 

2,251 

48 

45 

96 

1,828 

96  17  2 

150 

362 

1,961 

4,117 

0 15  G 

4 

1,873 

192 

450 

2,065 

4,241 

1 10  0 

97  19  9 

192 

450 

2,065 

4,241 

1 10  0 

97  19  9 

279 

659 

2,316 

5,022 

0 

116  6 3 

i 

2,066 

4,475 

287 

757 

2,353 

5,232 

0 

0 

11S  8 6 

Cork  .... 

No  out-relief. 

Donegal  . . 

6 

6 

0 

6 

0 4 6 

0 9 

0 

S6 

46 

86 

0 18  8 

0 19  11 

7 

19  Feb. 

100 

184 

100 

184 

1 

1 6 Si 

168 

304 

168 

304 

1 14  3 

595 

313 

595 

1 

4 

8 13  7* 

827 

432 

827 

1 14  9 

963 

50G 

963 

1 1 

3* 

18  14  10* 

1,036 

540 

1,036 

1 11  6 

21  5 6* 

1,110 

576 

1,110 

1 

8 

22  13  10  ' 

3* 

8 April 

591 

1.132 

591 

1,132 

1 

11 

23  0 4* 

Downpatrick  . 

No  out-relief. 

1 Particulars  not 

12  Feb. 

129 

*533 

1.382 

3.539 

3 

8* 

70  14  10 

73  19 

G* 

26  Feb. 

3,137 

142 

56S 

1,436 

3,705 

3 

ll 

73  5 51 

76  10 

If 

3,137 

140 

573 

1,436 

3,710 

2 10  11* 

76  11  2i 

*6,131 

136 

559 

1,429 

3,690 

2 13  11 

73  16  4* 

4 

3,137 

131 

525 

1,418 

3,662 

3 13  lOf 

67  7 1 

‘4 

3,144 

130 

521 

1,423 

3,665 

1 19  Ilf 

65  14  5 

4i 

2,956 

145 

565 

1,381 

3,521 

2 

; io£ 

99  O 4f 

8 April 

1,259 

2,972 

147 

410 

1,406 

3,882 

1 10  11* 

65  3 2 

66  14 

5 Feb. 

1,791 

3,600 

1,791 

3,600 

12  15  10 

101  17  4f 

114  13 

2f 

12  Feb. 

3,622 

1,803 

3,622 

12  12  0 

99  17  9 

112  < 

19  Feb. 

1,843 

3,5SG 

1,843 

3,586 

12  12  9 

98  4 Ilf 

110  17 

Si 

26  Feb. 

1,623 

3,526 

1,823 

3,526 

12  12  9 

100  2 8 

112  1! 

4 March 

1,792 

3,525 

1,792 

3,525 

12 

9 

102  1 6f 

114  i: 

3$ 

1 1 March 

1,815 

3,559 

1,815 

3,559 

12 

i 4 

99  16  7 

112  - 

IS  March 

1,778 

3,493 

1,778 

3,493 

12 

2 4 

98  13  9i 

110  16 

li 

25  March 

1.805 

3,533 

1,805 

3,533 

98  14  21 

no 

7 

1 April 

1,819 

3,370 

1,819 

3,370 

11 

7 8 

93  4 2f 

104  11  lOf 

8 April 

1,745 

3,294 

1,745 

3,294 

11 

2 9 

93  0 4 

104 

Dublin,  South  . 

5 Feb. 

2,900 

5,595 

2,900 

5,595 

13  11  7 

201  7 9i 

214  19  4* 

12  Feb. 

2.944 

5,622 

2,944 

5.622 

13  11  10 

206  9 5f 

220 

3f 

19  Feb. 

2.999 

5,785 

2,999 

5,785 

IS 

4 8 

211  9 7f 

224  14 

26  Feb. 

3,080 

5,936 

3,080 

5,936 

13 

3 2 

217  2 9j 

230 

Hi 

4 March 

3,128 

i 5,898 

3,128 

5,898 

13 

218  11  Ilf 

231  12  7f 

11  March 

3,070 

| 5,882 

3,070 

5,882 

196  18  10* 

210  < 

4 

IS  March 

3,007 

1 5,745 

3,007 

5.745 

13 

0 10 

196  O Ilf 

209 

25  March 

3,111 

5,951 

3,111 

5,951 

13 

199  1 2} 

212  ■ 

«f 

1 April 

2,965 

5,532 

2,965 

5,532 

13 

3 1 

187  6 4* 

200 

4 

i 

S April 

3,055 

5,819 

3,055 

5.819 

13 

0 4 

195  15  9 

208  1 

Dundalk  . . 

5 Feb. 

19  Feb. 
26  Feb. 

'sio 

1,799 

810 

1 j 799 

I given. 

4 March 

896 

2,089 

896 

2,089 

11  March 

988 

2,316 

988 

2,316 

'.Cost  not  stated. 

IS  March 

1,021 

2,367 

1,021 

2,367 

25  March 

1,061 

2,531 

1,061 

2,531 

| 

1 April 

1,072 

2,334 

1,072 

2,334 

J 

8 April 

1,057 

! 2,470 

1,057 

2,470 

65  11  3* 

65  11  3* 

DcsPANAcnr  . 

1 

- 

. 

1 

No  out-relief. 
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AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  See. — continued. 


Names  of  Unions. 

Week 

Persons  relieved 
under  Sec.  1. 

Persons  relieved 
under  Sec.  2. 

Total  relieved  out 
of  the  Workhouse. 

Expenditure. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

In  Money. 

In  Kind. 

Total.  1 

£.  s. 

d. 

Dungannon 

1,005 

•• 

461 

1,005 

0 10 

1,145 

1,145 

592 

1,032 

•• 

592 

1,032 

621 

1,293 

621 

1,293 

4 Mareli 

673 

1,409 

673 

1,409 

1 1 March 

722 

1,509 

1,509 

18  March 

749 

1,598 

749 

1 ,59S 

25  March 

807 

1,735 

807 

1 April 

811 

1,716 

811 

1,716 

O 17 

31 

13 

8 April 

798 

1,673 

/98 

1,673 

0 8 

4 

30 

5 

10* 

30  14 

24 

DCNG  ARYAN 

5 Feb. 

1,395 

2,713 

216 

557 

1,611 

3,270 

lla 

12  Feb. 

1,596 

3,706 

1,596 

3,706 

7? 

19  Feb. 

1.689 

3,899 

1,6S9 

3,899 

41  3 

1 

50 

13 

0* 

91  16 

ll 

26  Feb. 

1,728 

4,092 

1,728 

4,092 

60  19 

4 2 

4 March 

1,689 

4,063 

1,689 

4,063 

11  March 

1,519 

3,549 

1,519 

3,549 

18  March 

1,701 

4,002 

1,701 

4,002 

of 

25  March 

1,873 

4,199 

1,873 

4,199 

71  4 

4 

1 April 

3,838 

8 

24 

1,959 

3,862 

69  6 

8 April 

2,106 

4,098 

9 

34 

2,115 

4,132 

70  13 

0 

22 

13 

3 

93  6 

DCNJIANWAV 

5 Feb. 

211 

592 

14 

25 

225 

617 

12  Feb. 

640 

1,683 

85 

141 

725 

1,824 

19  Feb. 

727 

1,898 

158 

230 

885 

2,128 

26  Feb. 

790 

2,039 

209 

365 

999 

2,404 

5 

4 March 

859 

2,267 

224 

388 

1,083 

2,655 

11  March 

997 

2,610 

262 

459 

3,069 

4 

IS  March 

992 

2,626 

494 

1,269 

3,120 

ii 

25  March 

973 

2,576 

308 

555 

1,281 

3,131 

0 

59  O 

5 

1 April 

1,002 

2,608 

344 

575 

1,346 

3,183 

84  17 

84  17 

8 April 

1,060 

2,736 

338 

590 

1,398 

3,326 

79 

16 

79  16 

Oj 

Dunshaughlin  . 

5 Feb. 

448 

929 

2,150 

1,377 

3,097 

4 

5* 

12  Feb. 

449 

952 

2,086 

1,401 

2,99S 

99 

19 

99  19 

19  Feb. 

431 

8S1 

1,910 

1,312 

2,825 

S8 

5 

88  5 

26  Feb. 

418 

SOS 

797 

1,661 

1,215 

2,469 

79 

13 

79  13 

4 March 

422 

779 

1,737 

1,201 

2,761 

S3 

11  March 

432 

794 

1,748 

1,226 

2,772 

81 

12 

3 

81  12 

IS  March 

434 

798 

1,775 

1,232 

2,754 

83 

3 

83  3 

25  March 

422 

768 

1.652 

1,190 

2,601 

77 

16 

77  16 

1 April 

503 

891 

515 

1,048 

1,018 

1,939 

67 

10 

5 

67  10 

5 

8 April 

392 

816 

239 

531 

631 

1,347 

43  15 

G 

43  15 

6 

Edenderrt  . . 

5 Feb. 

349 

802 

349 

802 

43  0 

6 

1 

5 

2 

44  5 

8 

12  Feb. 

293 

293 

23  0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

24  6 

0 

19  Feb. 

312 

312 

741 

25  6 

L0 

1 

0 

26  6 

10 

26  Feb. 

310 

72S 

310 

23  14 

8 

2 

25  2 

9 

4 March 

3S5 

3S5 

865 

C 

25  13 

11  March 

373 

373 

833 

25  11 

11 

25  11 

11 

18  March 

366 

796 

366 

796 

25  18 

8 

25  18 

8 

25  March 

374 

827 

374 

827 

24  9 

1 

24  9 

1 April 

390 

835 

390 

835 

24  14 

6 

(1 

10 

3 

27  4 

9 

8 April 

402 

884 

402 

884 

23  13 

1 

1 

0 

4 

24  13 

5 

Ennis  . . . 

5 Feb. 

4,423 

10,572 

3,932 

10,051 

8,355 

20,623 

2 17 

8 

602 

19 

5f 

605  17 

If 

12  Feb. 

4,452 

10,704 

4, 

243 

10,989 

8,695 

21,693 

5 10 

2 

630 

14 

636  4 

19  Feb. 

4,230 

10,217 

>64 

9,999 

8,294 

20,216 

3 13  101 

628 

11 

632  5 

5± 

26  Feb. 

10,263 

>31 

9,779 

8,177 

20,042 

2 13 

10 

615 

17 

618  10  11* 

4 March 

4,157 

10,148 

3,855 

9,630 

8,012 

19,778 

7 4 

6 

534 

2 

5? 

541  6 

Hi 

11  March 

4,131 

9,864 

3,594 

9,266 

7,725 

19,130 

6 15 

10 

595 

18 

3+ 

602  14 

H 

18  March 

4,137 

10,062 

3,748 

10,159 

7,885 

20,221 

6 13 

6 

613 

13 

10 

620  7 

4 

25  March 

4,142 

10,115 

3,541 

9,261 

7,6S3 

19,376 

11  13 

o* 

612 

19 

624  12 

10 

1 April 

1,915 

4,926 

1,145 

3,310 

3,060 

S,23G 

8 April 

4,089 

9,603 

2> 

981 

S,582 

18,185 

12  Feb. 

1 Particulars  cot 

19  Feb. 

( given. 

26  Feb. 

2,895 

2,581 

7,223 

202  11 

10 

202  11 

11  March 

Particulars  not  given 

IS  March 

2,643 

7,477 

2,643 

7,477 

186  8 

9 

186  8 

9 

1,732 

2,906 

2,5SS 

7,339 

181  15 

0 

181  15 

1,637 

4,626 

862 

2,722 

2,549 

7,348 

181  12 

0 

181  12 

0 

8 April 

1,688 

4,300 

833 

2,582 

2,521 

6,882 

109  2 

5 

60 

6 

3 

169  8 

8 

1,624 

3,074 

1,624 

3,074 

67  14  11 

67  14  11 

1,650 

3,165 

1,660 

3, 1G5 

72  2 

3 

3 

1,717 

3,461 

1,717 

3,461 

75  9 

6 

26  Feb. 

1,821 

3,587 

1,821 

3,587 

79  2 

1) 

"9  2 

0 

1,909 

3,727 

69 

174 

1,978 

3,901 

88  19 

« 

88  19 

6 

1,630 

3,276 

97 

273 

1,727 

3,549 

76  10 

4 

76  10 

18  March 

1,900 

3,718 

160 

393 

2,060 

4,111 

92  2 

2 

92  9 

1,947 

408 

2,117 

4,208 

95  13 

0 

0 

1,979 

3,922 

177 

419 

2.156 

4,341 

98  9 

5 

98  9 

5 

8 April 

1,973 

3,915 

199 

457 

2,172 

4,372 

100  1 

8 

100  1 

8 

6 R 2 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  &c. — continued. 


Persons  relieved 

Persons  relieved 

Total  relieved  out 

Expenditure 

Names  of  Unions. 

Week 

ending 

under  Sec.  1. 

under 

See.  2. 

of  the  Workhouse. 

Observations. 

Cases. 

Persons 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

In  Money. 

In  Kind. 

Total. 

£.  s.  <1. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  ».  d. 

5 Fell. 

5,390 

13,235 

5,396 

13,235 

287  3 10 

287  3 10 

12  Fel). 

5,562 

13,324 

5,562 

13,324 

299  16  0 

12, OSS 

367 

1,091 

5,591 

13,779 

305  16  10 

305  16  10 

2,933 

367 

1,570 

4,023 

11  2 11 

75  13  10 

86  16  9 

4 March 
11  March 

2,230 

4,554 

2,979 

7,954 

5,215 

12,508 

0 19  0 

151  17  li 

152  16  lj 
280  19  7* 

Particulars  not  given 

IS  March 

2,197 

3,640 

2,981 

5,178 

10,106 

2S6  19  7 J 

25  March 

1,937 

4,112 

3,014 

4,951 

12,145 

316  0 2* 

316  0 2} 

2,241 

4,731 

3,306 

5,547 

13,431' 

0 19  6 

315  0 8* 

316  0 2* 

Cost  not  given. 

8 April 

1,777 

3,996 

3,176 

8,2G6 

4,953 

12,262 

5 Feb. 

4,792 

13,157 

296 

5,088 

13,717 

8 1 3 

2S7  13  7 

295  14  10 

12  Fell. 

5,255 

14,424 

1,256 

3,4G'J 

6,511 

1 7 , 893 

9 14  43 

340  18  9* 

350  13  2} 

19  Fell. 

5,387 

14,835 

1,283 

3,554 

6,670 

1S,3S9 

7 19  3J 

349  3 4-! 

357  2 7} 

20  Feb. 

5,235 

14,452 

983 

6,218 

10,559 

10  6 8 

369  11  0* 

379  17  8* 

4 March 

5,937 

14,532 

991 

2,081 

6,218 

16,613 

9 1 9* 

371  14  3 

380  1 6 0* 

11  March 

5,194 

14,444 

74S 

1,783 

5.942 

16,227 

9 19  5 

358  16  7 J 

368  16  0} 

18  March 

4,964 

13,458 

637 

1,614 

5,601 

15,072 

5 16  9 

338  5 0* 

344  1 9* 

25  March 

4,701 

12,521 

408 

970 

5,109 

13,491 

7 5 11* 

305  4 104 

312  10  9} 

1 April 

4,585 

12.045 

192 

350 

12,395 

7 13  ej 

271  15  10 

279  9 4* 

8 April 

4,613 

12,024 

261 

495 

4,874 

12,519 

8 8 7 

282  14  8J 

291  3 3f 

Galwat . . . 

5 Feb. 

751 

1,843 

1,006 

2,244 

1,757 

4,087 

124  12  8J 

124  12  S.i 

12  Feb. 

1, 148 

2,983 

2,486 

5,412 

3,634 

8,395 

241  8 10i 

242  8 U 

19  Feb. 

1,468 

3,768 

3,343 

7,190 

4,811 

10,958 

387  G 2J 

387  12  Si 

26  Feb. 

1,778 

4,555 

4,221 

9,332 

5,999 

13,S87 

1 8 6 

456  4 6* 

457  13  0* 

2,036 

5 , 109 

4,703 

10,927 

0,739 

16,096 

578  19  5f 

578  19  5} 

11  March 

2,291 

5,893 

5,239 

18,313 

G61  1G  8 

6G3  19  S 

18  March 

2,610 

C,  0SG 

6,008 

14  089. 

8,624 

20,7G8 

2 2 6 

741  13  3 

743  15  9 

25  March 

2,902 

7,369 

6,564 

15,532 

9,466 

22,901 

1 2 4 

856  8 6 

857  10  10 

3,187 

7,900 

6,982 

16,497 

10,169 

24,457 

817  16  2* 

821  6 8} 

8 April 

3,293 

8,136 

7,204 

10,542 

10,497 

24,678 

114 

752  5 0 

753  6 4 

GlEKTIES  . . 

5 Feb. 

1,226 

2,500 

301 

1,527 

94  13  6 

1,236 

2,592 

316 

1,552 

97  0 4.1 

1,3U6 

2,955 

317 

027 

101  0 9 

1,375 

3,135 

353 

769 

1,733 

3,904 

109  10  0£ 

109  10  0i 

4 March 

1.45S 

3,416 

405 

921 

1,863 

4,337 

116  9 9 

11  March 

1,542 

3,708 

427 

1,003 

1,969 

123  10  10* 

IS  March 

1,518 

3,607 

404 

971 

1,922 

119  17  5* 

1,350 

3,243 

341 

844 

1,691 

1 April 

1,661 

3,603 

425 

1,030 

2,086 

115  9 8^ 

115  9 8£ 

1,694 

477 

1,075 

2,171 

4,770 

118  5 9 

118  5 9 

Gore7  . . . 

5 Feb. 

777 

1,030 

45 

102 

822 

819 

1,758 

51 

124 

870 

1,882 

57  19  3* 

19  Feb. 

53 

122 

881 

1,850 

58  19  84 

56 

137 

930 

60 

155 

935 

1,882 

68 

159 

948 

64 

133 

1,012 

941 

124 

1,003 

1 A pi  11 

50 

91 

977 

8 April 

49 

98 

1,030 

2,196 

65  8 3 

2 13  9* 

68  2 0 

GoRT  . . . 

5 Feb. 
12  Feb. 

409 

1,067 

1,292 

3,026 

1,701 

4,093 

■ 

584 

4,397 

2,586 

5,849 

193  13  5| 

193  13  5} 

26  Feb. 

883 

2,082 

3,069 

6,593 

3,485 

3,952 

7,812 

246  IS  11* 

246  18  11* 

. 

1 1 March 
18  March 
25  March 
1 April 
S April 

1,002 

1,054 

1,137 

991 

1,037 

2,344 

2,319 

2,399 

2,431 

2,599 

3,404 

3,424 

3,52G 

3,869 

4,284 

4,448 

7,165 

7,429 

7,363 

7,692 

8,013 

7,970 

4,365 

4,426 

4,580 

5,006 

5,275 

5,485 

9,397 

9*682 

10,091 

10,454 

10,569 

2 6 0 
4 3 5 

; ? a 

9 17  8$ 
11  7 0 

300  3 3J 
307  6 6* 
318  1 10 
328  3 3 
334  4 1* 
338  1 lj 

302  9 33 
311  9 Hi 
324  5 4* 
335  10  4* 
344  1 9i 
349  8 13 

Goetin  . . . 

No  out-door  relief.  ’ 

Gkaxard  . . 

5 Fell.  • 
12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

[ Particulars  not 

20  Feb. 

[ given. 

4 March 
11  March 
IS  March 
25  March 

8 April 

1,572 

1,731 

1,593 

1,596 

1,810 

2,006 

3,172 
4,158 
• 25 
3,570 
4,055 
4,449 

1,893 

2,020 

1,847 

937 

590 

633 

5^211 

4^590 

3,186 

1,682 

1,766 

3,465 

3,751 

8,440 

2,533 

2,400 

2,639 

8,383 
10,007  ' 
84 
6,762 
5,737 
6,215 

0 1 0 

0 10  0 
0 13  6 

229  12  10} 
273  3 3 

182  9 2 

147  2 8i 
152  12  8 

229  12  10| 
273  3 3 

182  *9  2 

147  2 8j 
153  6 2 

Cost  not  stated. 

ISISJOVTEK  . . | 

44 

• 102 
• 121 
198 
213 
287 

44 

55 

102 

114 

139 

12  Feb. 
19  Feb. 
26  Feb. 

4 March 

51 

102 

114 

139 

121 

198 

213 

287 

3 4 6 
3 15  4 
6 2 9 

6 7 2 

7 15  2i 

3 4 6 
3 15  4 

6 7 2 

7 15  2J 

1 

18  March 
25  March 
1 April 
8 April 

207 
243 
239 
257  j 

413 
434 
464 
446  j 

207 

243 

239 

257 

413 

434 

464 

446 

11  7 7 

12  4 2J 
12  11  1 

0 4 0 

10  10  I 

9 10  5 

11  7 7 

12  4 2* 
12  11  1 
10  14  10 
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Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  &c. — continued. 


Kenmarb  . 


5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 
la  Feb. 

26  Feb.  - 

4 March 

11  March 

18  March 

25  March 

I April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

11  March 

18  March 

25  March 

I April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

II  March 
IS  March 

25  March 

I April 
8 April 

5 Fob. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

II  March 
IS  March 

25  March 
1 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

II  March 
IS  March 
'25  March 

I April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

II  March 

18  March 

25  March 

I 'April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

II  March 

18  March 

25  March 
1 April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb.  • 

4 March 

11  March 
18  March 
25  March 
1 April 
8 April 


6,343 

6,241 

0,200 

6,609 

6,163 

6,051 


Persons.  Cases,  i Persons. 


16,279 

1 5 | 909 
10,457 
16,070 
15,763 
13,347 
14,369 
12,179 
11,627 


Cases.  Persons,  i In  Money. 


2.6S7 

2,831  ] 
2,492  , 
2,777 
3,436 
3,854 

2.4S4 


1,596 

1,590 

1,700 

1,436 


197  1 

10,241 

11,085 

11,501 

11,157 

10,565 

10.0GS 


6,333 

11,707 

12,516 

1-2,952 

13,402 

13,010 

13,426 

13,590 

12,446 

11,937 

12,229 


1,464  | 11,827 
4,120  I 10,279 
1,764  | 11,942 
1,764  j 11,942 
764  I 11,942 
5,637  13,192 

5,629  j 13,491 

13,208 


13,135 

13,207 

13,538 

13,891 

12,603 

13,427 

13,636 

14,292 


4,508 

4,456 

4,329 


5,063 

4,711 

5,444 

5,444 

5,444 

6,825 

6,216 


11.264 
12,277 
12,836 

12.264 
11,448 
10,816 

9,611 

9,139 

7,911 

6,364 

12,298 

12,970 

13,600 

14,160 

14,437 

14,300 

14,417 

13,414 

13,767 

13,811 


17,757 

18,304 

13,524 

11,862 

13,831 

13,831 

13,831 

15,991 

15,070 

13,208 


9 9 U 
6 15  4i 
4 5 2* 


04  j 430  13  04 

lit  | 446  13  111 

5 425  19  5 

1 84  I 404  19  84 

i 8-J  337  16  8j 

0*  j 356  1 0» 

i 3i  317  IS  3i 

1 1 282  4 1 

5 91  [ 123  2 2J 

’ "•  1 115  15  84 

119  10  14 

115  19  74 

120  12  84 
126  11  10 

82  1 0| 
62  1 10J 
55  1 113 
54  12  54 


18  74 
200  15  1* 

7 Oi 
166  14  44 
129  7 11 
147  12  11 
142  17  6 

151  18  9 


3 17  9J 
1 18  6} 

2 5 41 
9 9 114 

3 4 7 i 
5 5 21 


D 7 104 
1)  19  01 
1 8 24 


3 12  71 

4 1 44 

4 2 11 

291  16  74 
308  16  104 
310  9 44 
SOS  6 11 


No  out-door  relief. 


256  15  6 

2 5 4 

259  0 11 

239  4 74 

241  8 94 

218  3 1 

1 15  8 

219  IS  9 

308  8 9} 

308  8 91 

350  7 104 

350  7 104 

376  12  5 - 

376  12  5 

392  14  10i 

392  14  10f 

410  4 1 

410  4 1 

355  11  8$ 

355  11  Si 

388  S 74 

3S8  8 74 

342  2 101 

342  2 101 

352  8 8J 

352  8 8} 

363  8 0 

363  8 0 

437  11  2| 

85  8 7 

522  1 9 9-4 

412  12  9 

80  1 7 

492  14  4 
480  1 7 31 

294  3 114 

73  11  0 

307  14  114 

224  7 104 

56  2 0 

280  9 IO4 

279  3 44 

70  0 0 

349  3 44 

I! 

328  18  5 

328  18  5 

348  8 1 

348  8 1 

314  3 74 

314  *3  74 

279  4 10f 

279  4 101 

* * 

285  4 3 

285  4 3 

299  4 24 

299  4 24 

279  3 114 

279  3 114 

.. 

255  I 51 

255  1 51 

249  8 54 

249  8 54 

296  7 114 

296  7 114 

i | Cost  not  stated. 


Particulars  not  stated. 


No  out-door  relief 
giveu. 
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Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  &c. — continued. 


Names  of  Unions. 


Larne  . . 

Letterkessv 
Limerick  . 


Liskaskea  . 
Listowel  . 


Locghrea  . . 


Lowtherstown 


5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 
11  March 
18  March 
25  March 
1 April 
8 April 


5 Feb. 
12  Feb. 
19  Feb. 
26  Feb. 

1 1 Marcli 
18  March 
25  March 
1 April 
8 April 


5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

18  March 

25  March 
1 April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

11  March 

18  March 

25  March 
1 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

11  March 
IS  March 

25  March 
1 April 
8 April' 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

1 1 March 

18  March 

25  March 
1 April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 
11  March 
18  March 
25  March 
1 April 
8 April 


Cases.  1 Persons. 


3,483  I 
3,518 
3,659 
3,760  I 


9,015 

8,865 

8,021 

8,216 


1,874 

1,657 

1,502 


5,723 

5,743 

5,521 

5,558 

6,014 

6,000 

6,124 

6,265 

6,711 


1,966 

2,085 

2,069 


Cases.'  I Persons. 


4,313 

2,850 

2,055 


16,135 

16,413 

16,877 

16,744 

16,017 

13,277 

12,097 

12,308 


Cases.  | Persons. 


3,760 

3,907 

3,931 


9,525 

8,903 

8,827 

8,527 

7,300 

6,074 

7,252 

5,865 


7.455 
7,425 
7,820 

8.455 
8,481 
8,770 
9,015 
8,865 


Expenditure. 


267  14  7 
267  9 8 
278  19  1 


35  8 11 
37  15  10 
40  11  11 


0 1 6 
0 6 1 


667  12  3 
667  4 8$ 
627  12  10i 
609  0 lj 
435  17  4 
484  0 1 
433  2 8-i 
478  11  5$ 
281  16  4i 
327  15  9f 


306  12  5 
316  1 11 
308  16  8 


35  10 
37  15  1 
40  18 


No  out-door  relief 
given. 

No  out-door  relief 


| [Particulars  not 
stated. 


(Particulars  not 

| given. 

| Particulars  not 
stated. 


No  out-door  relief 
given. 
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Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  &c. — continued. 


Names  of  Unions. 


Cases.  | Persons.  Cases.  I Persons,  j Cases,  j Persons,  j In  Money. 


, 5 Feb. 

12  Feb.  1 
19  Feb. 
j 26  Feb. 

4 March 

11  March 
1 18  March 
| 25  March 

1 April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

I 19  Feb. 

| 26  Feb. 

4 March 
I 11  March 
18  March 
| 25  March 
1 April 
8 April 


Moixingab  . 


Manobhamilton 


5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 
11  March 
IS  March 
25  March 
1 April 
8 April 


5 Feb. 

. 12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

| 26  Feb. 

4 March 

11  March 

18  March 
| 25  March 

1 April 
8 April 

, 5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

| 26  Feb. 

I 11  March 
18  March 
I 25  March 
1 April 
8 April 


, 5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 
I 11  March 

18  March 
I 25  March 

1 April 
8 April 

, 5 Feb. 
12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

I 26  Feb. 

4 March 

11  March 

18  March 
25  March 

1 April 
8 April 

, 5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

I 26  Feb. 

4 March 
11  March 


2,009 

1,935 


825 

1,428 

1,568 

1,602 

1,602 

1,667 

1,653 

1,701 

1,739 

1,821 

1,831 


2,112 

2,062 

1,999 

1,749 

1,693 

1,510 

3,110 

1,194 


1,772 

1,785 

1,935 

2,128 

1,161 

1,195 

1,221 

1,264 

1,247 

1,200 


1,616 

1,693 

1,554 

3,571 

1,597 

1,811 

1,816 

1,810 

1,580 

1,374 


1,071 

3,951 

1,506 

1,673 

1,759 

1,804 

1,810 

1,902 

1,828 

1,651 

3,270 

3,429 

4,716 

4,716 

4,891 

4,865 

5,036 


4,311 

4,631 

4,472 


2,047 

3,038 

6,569 

2,692 

2,201 

2,101 

2,162 

1.962 


2,370 

2,51: 

2,496 


1,986 

1,947 

2,253 

2,321 

2,335 

2,379 


4,958 

5,404 

11,450 

5,204 

5,174 

5,090 

4.447 


2,364 

2,540 

2,540 

2,684 


3,125 

3.230 

3.231 


4,601 

5,116 

6,584 

6,584 


7,470 

7,744 

7,852 


1,835 

1,725 

1,973 


3,524 

7,522 

3,280 


1,161 

1,195 

1,221 

1,264 

1,247 

.1,200 


4,311 

4,631 

4,472 


7,008 

8,442 

18,019 

7,896 

7’,  191 
6,609 
6,245 


2,370 

2,517 

2,496 


135  1 4 

142  7 1 

136  8 0J 

138  10  10j 
144  11  8 
141  18  7 
141  7 10 
125  6 Si- 


84  13  Si 
87  18 
114  19  8 


178  7 44 
154  19  85 


109  13 
158  2 
18S  13 
18S  13 
19S  8 
204  7 1 
214  10 
220  19 

224  13 

225  10 


6 16 

8 5 
8 11  - 
8 18 

8 14 

9 3 
30  13 


38  16 

39  16 
39  13 


14  1 

15  3 
18  12  1 
23  19  1 


.3 


Particulars  not 
stated. 

No  ont-door  relief 


215  11 
221  16 
225  8 


3 1 11  I 145  0 6 

3 1 5 j 144  9 3 

2 0 8£  127  G 7 

251  12  5$  ] 307  2 9 

254  0 S j 255  O 0 

314  7 If  j 315  7 9f 

309  5 6 | 311  14  9 

314  9 9i  ! 315  14  9j 

319  14  10i  | 321  10  2i 
I 299  10  3J  I 302  15  GJ 


No  out-door  relief 
given. 


No  out-door  relief 
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Names  of  Unions. 

Week 

ending 

Persons  relieved 
under  Sec.  1. 

Persons  relieved 
under  Sec.  2. 

Total  relieved  out 
of  the  Workhouse. 

Expenditure. 

Observations.  ■ 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

In  Mouey. 

In  Kind. 

Total. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

s 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

1 ,265 

2,849 

.. 

1,205 

2,849 

107  6 

3 

107 

G 

1,302 

2.S49 

0 

1,225 

97  16 

$ April 

1,250 

2,684 

1,250 

K.v.v 

1,602 

2,335 

106 

S 

11 

10G 

8 

11 

3,309 

1,609 

3,309 

10G 

5i 

5* 

3,308 

1,663 

3,281 

1,665 

G* 

3,345 

1.G52 

105 

1,637 

3,445 

104 

s* 

3,220 

1 , 606 

3,220 

101 

3;f 

3$ 

1,542 

3,089 

| 1,503 

| 2,8S5 

1,503 

5 

8 April 

| 1,506 

2,890 

1,506 

92 

12 

7 

I 4,065 

J 7,538 

43 

4,090 

7,581 

339  12 

6 

339 

12 

6 

G 

I 4,461 

8,598 

11 

23 

4,472 

8,621 

•• 

Cost  not  stated. 

8,408 

9 

3,765 

8,417 

430  12 

0 

5,128 

K',172 

17 

43 

5,145 

10.215 

2S0 

13 

9 

280 

13 

9 

5,161 

10,204 

135 

495 

5,296 

10,699 

293 

18 

71 

9,910 

703 

2,418 

5,746 

12,328 

335 

15 

10 

11) 

4,218 

8,939 

811 

3,233 

5,029 

12,172 

Cost  not  stated. 

3,800 

7,793 

726 

2,572 

4,526 

10.545 

361 

1!) 

361 

19 

10,} 

8 April 

4,654 

10,294 

8 

22 

4,662 

10,316 

272 

0 

111 

272 

0 

11} 

3 Feb. 

2.C84 

5,233 

7,818 

17,981 

10,502 

23,219 

1 IS 

0 

607 

0 

(, 

668 

18 

9 

2,G99 

5,262 

7,815 

18,110 

10,514 

23,372 

3 

669 

0 

o4 

671 

4 

8* 

19  Feb. 

2,679 

5,264 

7,8S9 

18,255 

10,568 

23,519 

3 6 

3 

665 

0 

6 

668 

6 

26  Feb. 

2,745 

5,329 

7 ,S63 

22,585 

4 5 

654 

12 

5* 

658 

18 

24 

4 March 

2,842 

5,302 

7,578 

17,215 

10,420 

22,517 

3 

641 

18 

646 

8 

64 

11  March 

2,857 

5,327 

7,238 

16,359 

10,095 

21,686 

2 

518 

12 

522 

1 

5} 

IS  March 

2,875 

5,323 

7,101 

15,634 

9,07G 

20,957 

0 9 

6 

494 

19 

U? 

495 

y 

5} 

25  March 

2,872 

5,330 

6,579 

15,169 

9,451 

20,499 

0 5 

0 

434 

1 

434 

6 

1 April 

2,928 

5,537 

6,078 

13,954- 

9,006 

19,491 

0 4 

0 

421 

9 

6 

421 

13 

6. 

S April 

2,946 

5,506 

5,934 

13,744' 

8,880 

19,250 

0 4 

0 

424 

2 

2 

424 

6 

2 

New  Eoss  . . 

5 Fob. 

2,456 

5,432 

7 

14 

2,463 

5,446 

148  8 

10 

148 

8 

10 

12  Feb. 

2,718 

5,S97 

13 

2,731 

5,922 

158  5 

7 

13 

5 

160 

19 

0 

19  Feb. 

2,874 

0,264 

2,874 

6,264 

167  9 

5 

0 

1 

167 

1! 

G 

26  Feb. 

2,877 

6.131 

67 

128 

2,944 

6,309 

170  2 

5 

0 

13 

8 

171 

1 

1 

4 March 

2,891 

6,264 

2S4 

3,175 

6,311 

167  15 

3 

1 

0 

ICS 

16 

3 

11  March 

2,909 

6,284 

469 

1,363 

7,647 

170  19 

0 

4 

243 

8 

18  March 

2,913 

6,134 

467 

1,355 

3,380 

7,4S9 

171  4 

4 

105 

276 

1 

25  March 

2,9)3 

6,314 

487 

3,380 

7,669 

171  4 

105 

9 

276 

7 

1 

1 April 

8 April 

Particulars  not 

Newby  . . . 

5 Feb. 

1,438 

2,SG5 

18 

3G 

1,456 

2,901 

.. 

43 

, 

given. 

12  Feb. 

1,427 

2.81G 

33 

1,442 

19  Feb. 

1,494 

2,925 

27 

1,507 

2,952 

46 

46 

8 

0 

26  Feb. 

1,572 

3,056 

16 

30 

1,583 

3,  OSS 

47 

5 

47 

5 

23 

1,641 

3,179 

11  March 

1,683 

3,262 

9 

19 

1,692 

3,2S1 

IS  March 

1,698 

3,423 

1,698 

3,423 

25  March 

3,430 

2 

8 

1,706 

3,438 

51 

12 

51 

12 

1 April 

1,700 

3,269 

2 

8 

1,702 

8 April 

1,553 

2,929 

1,553 

2,929 

44 

12 

4 

44 

12 

io£ 

Newtownabds  . 

No  out-door  relief 

given. 

Newtown  Lima- 

No  out-door  relief 

given. 

Oldcastee  . . 

5 Feb. 

1,605 

3,645 

920 

3,109 

2,525 

6,754 

1 2 

0,0 

942 

3,187 

2,550 

6,872 

1 1 

933 

3,159 

2,467 

6,660 

1 G 

891 

2,973 

2,395 

6,381 

0 19 

4 March 

881 

2,879 

2,364 

6,197 

11  March 

926 

2,946 

2,430 

6,409 

,3 

18  March 

914 

2,915 

2,420 

6,3SS 

1 1 

2,956 

2,441 

6,485 

1 5 

1 April 

938 

3,109 

2,335 

6,338 

0 18 

8 April 

• 941 

3,100 

2,334 

6,326 

0 17 

7 

139 

15 

0 

140 

12 

7 

Omagh  . . . 

5 Feb. 

1,451 

2,505 

23 

47 

1,474 

2.552 

0 1 

12  Feb. 

59 

125 

1,600 

2,912 

0 4 

75 

163 

1,686 

3,127 

35 

182 

1,726 

3,028 

4 March 

100 

205 

1,728 

3,110 

11  March 

103 

215 

1,757 

3,067 

18  March 

2,944 

115 

237 

1,807 

3,181 

25  March 

115 

245 

1,830 

3,245 

0 2 

1 April 

120 

269 

1,758 

3,098 

0 1 

8 April 

124 

272 

1,745 

3,068 

0 0 

6 

63 

12 

3 

63 

12 

9 

Pabsoxstown  . 

" 

No  out-door,  relief. 
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Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  &c. — continued. 


5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

11  March 

18  March 

25  March 
1 April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

11  March 

18  March 

25  March 
1 April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

11  March 

18  March 

25  March 
1 April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

11  March 

18  March 

25  March 

I April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

11  March 

18  March 

25  March 

I April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

II  March 

18  March 

25  March 

8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

II  March 

18  March 

25  March 

I April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 

II  March 
IS  March 
25  March 

1 April 
8 April  1 


Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

1,065 

170 

430 

727 

1,164 

152 

395 

759 

1,350 

127 

394 

766 

1,452 

59 

159 

716 

706 

1,400 

19 

131 

755 

1,494 

33 

73 

770 

797 

1,521 

40 

92 

837 

1,005 

31 

562 

1,377 

39 

90 

761 

715 

1,340 

34 

‘4 

749 

637 

1,447 

637 

641 

1 .456 

651 

1,492 

2,2S9 

1,027 

2,312 

1,056 

2,028 

1,063 

1,020 

2,249 

1,020 

1,030 

2,198 

953 

2,154 

953 

1,056 

2,336 

1,056 

8,453 

1,321 

4,857 

4,968 

8,659 

1,457 

5,470 

5,  ISO 

8,206 

1,281 

4,641 

4,807 

7,947 

1,164 

4,157 

4, 607 

7,831 

1,119 

3,958 

4,495 

7,795 

1,091 

3,864 

4,455 

7,786 

1,089 

3,879 

4.440 

7,774 

1,088 

3,904 

4,436 

7,935 

1,047 

4,524 

3,536 

8,053 

896 

4,432 

2,092 

1,854 

3,327 

3,759 

3,327 

5,594 

4,4S8 

5,153 

7,029 

5,153 

5,573 

7,514 

5,573 

9,424 

6,132 

4,914 

2,046 

6,123 

4,666 

3 , 8S0 

7,298 

3,791 

4,968 

4,210 

6,40S 

8,001 

4,266 

42 

113 

1,922 

5,503 

115 

398 

2,382 

4,293 

442 

2,162 

4,163 

445 

2,067 

4,758 

477 

1,716 

2,394 

5,168 

536 

2,582 

5,512 

618 

2,112 

2,820 

5,617 

555 

2,806 

5,148 

574 

2,656 

2,113 

5,250 

575 

2,213 

2,688 

2,194 

7,798 

169 

370 

2,363 

8,588 

495 

1,604 

2,762 

8,579 

492 

2,741 

9,674 

880 

2,716 

3,454 

7,452 

2,557 

5,771 

4,1G3 

2,613 

4,230 

7,683 

2,613 

6,302 

4,230 

6,728 

2,405 

6,243 

3,911 

1,449 

6,5S8 

2,501 

6,038 

3,950 

147 

54 

244 

5S 

349 

134 

449 

1S3 

214 

518 

214 

227 

553 

22/ 

568 

565 

5S0 

335 

575 

4,033 

3,251 

4,213 

3,673 

4,577 

3,673 

4,951 

5,583 

G,1S7 

4,775 

6,346 

6,448 

4,948 

6,604 

5,363 

6,939 

1,559 

1,744 

1,611 

1,531 

1.5G7 

1,612 

1,075 

1*414 


1,447 

1,456 

1,492 

2,289 


4,379 

5,901 

5,772 

5,755 


8,168 

10,192 

10,171 

12,390 

13,222 

13,985 

13,985 

12,971 

12,57G 


In  Money.  In  Kind,  j Total. 


1 17 
1 19  1 
9 18 
11  19 


£.  s.  d. 

53  11  6j 

54  0 51 
56  4 3^ 
51  19  101 
50  15  71 
50  18  11 


13  17  6 
13  17  6 
13  15  0 
13  14  6 
13  13  6 
13  16  7 
13  13  O 
13  7 6 
13  5 6 


4,213 

4,577 

4,951 

5,5S3 

6,187 

6,346 

6,448 

6,604 

6,939 


8 13  11 
10  12  5 
13  16  S 
16  2 1 


17  8 9 
17  18  9 
17  16  8 


34  14  84 
33  18  11} 
30  15  4} 


34  14  3} 
33  IS  11}  i 
36  15  4}  : 
46  8 9 [ 
49  11  10  ‘ 
43  12  4$  ! 
43  1 llj  ; 
42  14  04  j 
42  1 H 

404  10  10 
3S2  8 8 
366  13  1 
345  8 5 


335  3 0 I 348  10  6 


92  14  115 
132  911} 
174  0 4 


360  11  8} 

436  0 5 

4S0  2 &i 


184  0 10  1S4  0 10 

8 “i  ! 206  8 7} 

201  17  0 


242  11 
261  10 
261  12  1 
276  16  1 


412  2 4 

442  1 7 i 
438  14  1 
451  10  0 
465  13  10 
465  13  10 
440  3 2} 

443  16  4i 


8 13  11 
10  12  5 
13  16  S 
16  2 1 


17  8 
17  18 
17  16 


6 S 
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Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  &c. — continued. 


Names  of  Unions. 


5 Feb. 

| 12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

| 26  Feb. 

4 March 
11  March 


• 5 Feb. 

I 12  Feb. 

1 9 Feb. 
I 26  Feb. 


5 Feb. 

I 12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

| 26  Feb. 

4 March 

11  March 
| IS  March 

25  March 
1 April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 
19  Feb. 

( 26  Feb. 


5 Feb. 
12  Feb. 
19  Feb. 
26  Feb. 


5 Feb. 
12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

20  Feb. 

4 Marcl 

11  March 
IS  March 

25  March 
1 April 
S’April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 
19  Feb. 

6 Feb. 

4 March 

11  March 
I IS  March 
| 25  March 

1 April 
8 April 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 

19  Feb. 

26  Feb. 

4 March 
11  March 
18  March 
25  March 
1 April 


Persons  relieved 
under  Sec.  1. 

Persons  relieved 
under  Sec.  2. 

Total  relieved  ont 
of  the  Workhouse. 

Expenditure. 

Observations. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

In  Money. 

In  Kind. 

Total. 

£. 

s 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s 

d. 

9 lAt 

- 999 

3,104 

7,353 

6 

15 

2 

203  17 

Of 

210  12 

2J 

a’  ini 

- -in- 

6 

17 

9 

20&  18 

3f 

o* 

,’OR- 

-’oon 

3,023 

7,294 

Cost  not  stated. 

a 1 4a 

3,208 

7,432 

7 

4 

201  15  10'J 

1# 

7,573 

10 

0 

200  17 

3,267 

7,641 

6 

13 

5 

209  6 

6 

215  19 

11 

3,137 

7,416 

155 

2,972 

6,819 

7 

1 

6 

9A 

231 

3,024 

6,319 

6 

19 

4 

of 

2,SS8 

6,433 

184 

270 

3,072 

G,703 

6 

16 

400 

792 

20 

17 

8 

20  17 

8 

544 

1,071 

26 

0 

5 

5 

661 

1,261 

29 

4 

708 

1,392 

30 

IK 

749 

1,409 

0 

0 

30  4 

6* 

6* 

745 

1,363 

0 

0 

6 

4 

o| 

767 

1,393 

0 

1 

29  16 

4 

786 

1,466 

0 

4 

&A 

31  2 

°l 

31  6 

6 

802 

1,459 

0 

4 

0 

31  IS 

4 

4 

886 

1,571 

886 

1,571 

0 

4 

0 

1 

No  out-door  relief 

given. 

167 

288 

60 

101 

167 

389 

8 14 

51 

8 14 

5 i 

Particulars  not 

433 

835 

*825 

1,736 

42  5 

61 

42  5 

6? 

given. 

715 

1,425 

1,222 

2,532 

72  10 

0 

72  10 

0 

2,842 

2,086 

4,493 

132  14 

in 

m 

3,817 

2,760 

6,025 

178  14 

Of 

3* 

4,826 

3,471 

7,53S 

215  0 

8f 

H 

3,282 

2,568 

5,882 

4,290 

9,164 

263  0 

4 

263  0 

4 

Particulars  not 

1,805 

3,597 

2,351 

5, 447 

4,156 

9,044 

286  10 

ol 

286  10 

Of 

stated. 

5,135 

12,154 

7,453 

17,546 

385  9 

91 

385  9 

9f 

2,329 

5,402 

5,234 

12,331 

7,563 

17,733 

388  8 

81 

38S  8 

8* 

5,413 

5,298 

12,390 

7,637 

17,803 

0 

1 

0 

5,446 

5,371 

12,491 

7,726 

17,940 

393  13 

9 

9 

2.375 

5,483 

5,427 

12,513 

7,802 

17,996 

0 

0 

398  6 113 

398  10 

Hf 

2,331 

5,410 

5,423 

12,476 

7,754 

17,886 

21 

389  13 

4 

5,36S 

5,342 

12,192 

7,666 

17,560 

0 

2 

0 

387  17 

31 

387  19 

H 

5,197 

11,661 

7,507 

17,014 

11 

398  16 

li 

5,328 

5,215 

11,518 

7,486 

16,846 

0 

0 

418  3 

9 

418  6 

2,221 

4,735 

4,706 

10,132 

6,927 

14,867 

0 

2 

0 

382  4 

H 

382  6 

4 

3,761 

9,436 

450 

1,864 

4,211 

11,800 

288 

] 

6 

58  19 

4 

347  0 

10 

3,806 

9,549 

822 

3,049 

4,628 

12,598 

2S8 

0 

96  17 

U 

384  17 

5i 

9,570 

1 ,501 

4,581 

5,323 

14,151 

278 

13 

6 

119  12 

9 

398  6 

» 

3,828 

9,5S1 

1,855 

5,420 

5,683 

15,001 

202 

12 

5 

223  18 

91 

426  11 

4 

3,836 

9,598 

2,050 

5,852 

5,886 

15,450 

157 

16 

11 

252  4 

3 

410  1 

2 

3,593 

S,18S 

8,372 

6,392 

16,560 

145 

2 

4 

269  17 

414  19 

4* 

3,450 

8,409 

2,235 

6,730 

5,685 

15,139 

137 

1 

4 

284  4 

n 

421  5 

4 

3,479 

S,4S6 

2,344 

6,871 

5,823 

15,357 

118 

& 

0 

305  13 

3 

423  18 

3 

3,222 

7,490 

7,952 

5,999 

15,442 

140 

10 

269  11 

5 

410  1 

3,127 

7,182 

2,786 

8,287 

5,913 

15,469 

130 

11 

1 

275  14 

6 

406  . 5 

7 

Cost  not  stated. 

S,  772 

15,896 

298 

561 

9,070 

16,457 

Cost  not  stated. 

8. 346 

15,221 

432 

816 

8,778 

16,037 

401  18 

8 

S,903 

15,593 

387 

757 

9,290 

16,350 

407  18 

61 

407  18 

4 

5,112 

9,047 

729 

1,379 

5,841 

10,426 

243  7 

9 

243  7 

4,143 

765 

1,496 

4,908 

9,179 

210  16 

31 

210  16 

H 

4,029 

7,266 

794 

1,538 

4,823 

8,804 

207  7 

10 

207  7 

10 

2,031 

2,418 

244 

180 

2,875 

2,598 

127  7 

51 

127  7 

4 

2,787 

5,057 

113 

206 

2,900 

5,263 

125  3 

4 

125  3 

n 

2,950 

5,406 

128 

282 

3,078 

5,688 

134  12 

134  12 

3 

959 

1,877 

959 

1,877 

0 

5 

9 

56  12  114 

56  17 

10* 

999 

1,963 

999 

1,963 

0 

8 

6 

59  0 

59  9 

4 

994 

1,955 

994 

1,955 

0 15 

59  11 

4? 

60  6 

of 

1,018 

1,995 

1,018 

1,995 

3 

8 

60  16 

5f 

62  0 

if 

1,017 

1,998 

1,017 

1 

6 

10 

60  14 

7* 

1,025 

2,020 

1,025 

2,020 

6 

10 

60  17 

■ If 

62  4 

9f 

2,033 

1,034 

2,033 

1 

.7 

61  12 

31 

62  19 

Of 

1,060 

2,100 

1,060 

2,100 

2 14 

1 

63  6 

21 

66  0 

4- 

1,067 

2,006 

1,067 

2,006 

4 

64  10 

0 

68  12 

10 

1,049 

2,055 

1,049 

2,055 

2 16 

4 

62  3 

91 

65  0 

If 

460 

1,104 

453 

851 

913 

1,955 

0 

7 

69  2 

69  9 

ia 

694 

1,745 

1,169 

2,443 

1,863 

4,188 

0 12 

133  12 

134  5 

754 

1,732 

1 ,345 

2,461 

2,099 

4,193 

0 

1S1  10 

41 

131  11 

854 

1,931 

1,243 

2,762 

2,097 

4,693 

0 

2 

112  15 

41 

112  17 

4* 

1,175 

2,612 

1,849 

3, 8S3 

3,024 

6,495 

176  16 

176  16 

4 

1,303 

3,055 

2,188 

4,879 

3,484 

7,934 

200  15 

4 

200  15 

of 

1,331 

3,044 

2,333 

5,070 

3,664 

8,114 

1,619 

3,787 

2,S86 

6,767 

4,505 

10,554 

1,241 

2,442 

2,280 

4,613 

3,521 

7,055 

1,311 

2,714 

2,513 

5,404 

3,824 

8,118 

J 
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Persons  relieved 

Persons  relieved 

Total  relieved  out 

Sxpenditure. 

Names  of  Unions. 

Week 

ending 

under  Sec.  1. 

under  Sec.  2. 

of  the  Workhouse. 

Observations. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

In  Money.  | 

In  Kind.  | 

Total 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d.  j 

£.  s. 

d. 

Tollamobe  . • 

5 Feb. 

Particulars  not 

19  Feb. 

142  9 

11 

4 March 
11  March 

1,781 

1,474 

3,520 

2,927 

583 

490 

1,507 

1,383 

2,364 

1,964 

5,207 

4,310 

108  11 

4 

Nature  cf  relief  not 
stated. 

243 

631 

192 

4S2 

435 

1,113 

Cost  not  stated. 

25  March 

•• 

1 April 

stated. 

8 April 

- 

5 Feb. 

ISO 

381 

180 

381 

81  10 

0 

81  10 

0 

400 

12 

24 

1,694 

5.029 

100  15 

5,243 

33 

66 

1,841 

5,309 

119  9 

2 

8,574 

86 

172 

5,926 

125  9 

!-■>  y 

5,880 

96 

192 

2,359 

6.072 

137  13 

125 

250 

2,669 

6.494 

154  15 

151 

302 

2,967 

6,730 

16S  1G 

2,905 

6,632 

151 

302 

3,056 

6,934 

169  7 

8 April 

2,980 

6,814 

151 

302 

3,131 

181  9 

J 

5 Feb. 

402  3 C 

402  3 

g 

Westport  . • 

19  Feb. 

1,629 

3,768 

3 ,*151 

8,387 

4,420 

12,155 

Cost  not  stated. 

4 March 

2,130 

6,330 

6!  528 

15,998 

8,664 

22,328 

526  11  8J 

526  11 

8J 

stated. 

1 1 March 

stated. 

6,791 

6,810 

17,137 

S,99S 

23,928 

| 

1,830 

4,909 

5,853 

14,208 

7,6SS 

19,117 

VCost  not  stated. 

2,218 

6,250 

6,090 

15,345 

j 

8 April 

2,324 

6,556 

6,037 

15,534 

8,361 

Wexford  . • 



== 

= 

Eirm. 

SUMMARY. 


Week 

Persons  relieved  under 
Sec.  1. 

Persons  relieved  under 
Sec.  2. 

Total  relieved  out  of  the 
Workhouse. 

Expenditure. 

Cases. 

Persons.  | 

i Cases.  | 

Persons,  j 

Cases.  | 

Persons,  j 

In  Money.  | 

In  Kind. 

Total. 

5 Feb. 

12  Feb. 
19  Feb. 
26  Feb. 

4 March 
11  March 
18  March 
25  March 
1 April 
8 April 

147,111 

150,763 

163,692 

165,178 

185,590 

178,581 

171,153 

181,322 

180,994 

191,198 

337,665 

339,328 

376,015 

379,767 

425,949 

407,195 

402,873 

408,616 

408,923 

426,561 

44,601 
50,487 
G4.591 
64,008 
94,189 
84,845 
69,147 
94,308 
1 97,979 
j 87,119 

107,811  ! 

124,674 

162,063 

158,220 

228,763 

206,368 

165,961 

231,097 

235,076 

211,580 

191,712  1 

201,250 

228,283 

229,186 

279,779 

263,426 

240,300 

275,630 

278,973 

278,317 

445,476  ! 
464,002 
538,078 
537,987 

654.712 
613,563 
568,834 

639.713 
643,999 
638,141 

£.  s.  d.  | 
. 3,523  18  8i 

3,486  9 4f  | 
3,554  11  6j 
3,492  8 llj 
3,352  0 10f 
3,171  4 6f 
3,165  0 
3,692  18  5f 
3,635  17  34 
3,041  5 8£ 

£.  s.  d. 
9,264  10  3J 
I 9,501  19  5i 
10,926  6 0i 
11,527  0 llj 
14,212  17  -4 
12,932  0 7i 
12,518  3 71 
13,781  15  7i 
13,456  9 2f 
13,858  2 2 

12,788  9 Of 
12,9SS  8 10± 
14,480  17  6f 
| 15,019  9 Uj 
[ 17,564  13  2* 
16,103  5 2j 
15,683  3 9 
17,474  14  1 
17,092  6 Cj 
16,899  7.10-1 

1,715,582 

3,912,892 

| 751,274 

| 1,831,613 

2,466,856 

5,744,505 

34,115  15  5 

121,979  5 6} 

156,095  0 Ilf 

Weekending  5 Feb, 


jVote  — Returns  were  not  received  from  the  Unions  stated  below  : 
ft,  Beilina,  BalMo.,  Ohiniraa,  CacUeto.  Clifflm,  Clones,  Drogl*  Dundalk,  Ennlscnrfiy,  Longlnia,  M”“*- 

melick,  and  Tullamore.  ^ rr r .1 TTilrach  T.r.i,rrhrcn. 


tor  cauina,  xiauiuauuc,  uumvi.v^,  - 

,!  Fab  f«  B^BSfcSr8S»H»  Castlebar,  Cllfdcn  .Clone.  Drogheda,  Dund.lk,  Ennlocorft,,  Oranard,  DM  longbfta, 

UMaS  t BSrM^T&bWTO  Caslledorg,  CM™,  Enniftortb,,  EnaU.,™.,  Ktonde,  LnvM.  and 

18  March"  fcr  BaEfSllnrobe,  Clifdcn,  lon|ford,  Lcwtherstmn,  and  Maeraom. 

^£»2Ssftssa*saasts^ 

8 April!  for  Ballina,  Clifden,  New  Ross,  and  Tullamore. 


6 S 2 
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103S  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

Statement  of  the  Collection  of  Poor  Rate  and  of  the  Expenses  in  each  Union  in  Ireland  during  the 
Six  Months  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady  Day  last. 


PROVINCE  OF  ULSTER. 


- Collection  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady  .Day  last 

Difference  between 
ami  Expenses. 

Namesof  Unions 

Amount  of 
Rate  struck 
between 
Michaelmas 

Lady  Day 

of  Arrears 
of  Rate, 

Michael- 
mas last, 

for  Col- 

Michael- 
mas  last. 

Total 

Amount 

course  of 
Collection 
within  the 
SixMonths 
via.,  the 
Old  and  tlte 
New  Rate 
conjointly. 
(Col.  3 & a 

Total 
Amount 
Collected 
of  the 
Total  Rate 
in  course  o 
Collection. 
(Col.  4.) 

Amount 

Collected 

New  Rate 
(Col.  2), 
exclusive 
of  the  Rate 
previously 

(Col.  s'.) 

Amount 

Collected 

Electoral 

Division 

during 

Months. 

Amount 

perf. 

Collected 

Electoral 

Division 

during 
the  Six 
Months. 

Average 

Amount 

c'cdleeted 

during 

Months. 

Expenses 
or  the 
Union  for 

Months. 

Average 

Amount 

a 

on  the 
whole 
Union. 

Excess 

Collection 

Expenses. 

Expenses 

Collection. 

Column  1. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

T 

S 

10 

II 

13 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

S. 

d. 

£• 

s. 

d. 

£. 

£. 

Co.  Antrim. 

6,332 

6,332 

6,332 

3 6 

0 1$ 

1 

H 

3,419 

0 

2,681 

Ballycastle  . . . 

2,937 

346 

3,283 

1,107 

761 

1 1 

0 3 

0 

6 

1,865 

lli 

Si 

*950 

878 

10,710 

4,406 

903 

1 6$ 

0 1} 

0 

11 

1 ,OGO 

6,001 

7,061 

4,338 

2 0 

0 5$ 

1 

2 

H 

l‘,793 

15,450 

20,114 

11,759 

7,095 

1 2$ 
1 2 

0 10 

0 

10$ 

5i 

*835 

T.'ii-hm 

1,166 

3,614 

2,626 

178 

0 3$ 

0 

4 

Lisburn  .... 

4,302 

19 

4,321 

4,170 

4,151 

1 4 

0 2$ 

0 

Co.  Armagh. 

Armagh  . . . 

19,458 

4,425 

23,883 

9,176 

4,751 

2 5 

0 5$ 

0 m 

5,287 

0 

3,302 

Lurgan  .... 

13,224 

301 

13,525 

9,281 

8,988 

4 10 

0 0} 

2 

0 

4i 

Co.  Cavan. 

Bailieboruugh  . . 

6,631 

3,725 

10,356 

7,760 

4,035 

3 

Of 

4,403 

1 

81 

3,584 

15,936 

2,341 

18,277 

16.305 

13,964 

3 4 

1 8 

2 

C i 
6 

10.661 

Coottrhill  . . . 

11,009 

2,274 

13,283 

5,848 

3,574 

2 2$ 

0 3$ 

1 

3* 

Co.  Donegal. 

Ballyshannon  . . 

7,111 

507 

7,618 

6,335 

5,828 

2 94 

1 6 

2 

54 

2,573 

1 

0 

3,775 

1,356 

Donegal  . . 

4,209 

1,880 

6,089 

2,623 

743 

3 11 

0 10$ 

1 

Vf 

1,  196 

1,006 

394 

1.400 

273 

0 1 

0 

Gi 

0 

700 

3i 

Glenties  . . . 

2,380 

1,148 

3,528 

2,506 

1,358 

4 114 

()  8$ 

3 

3.069 

3 

9 

657 

Inithoweu  . . . 

4,960 

429 

5,289 

1 ,357 

928 

1 8 

0 1 

0 

101 

1 

1,107 

0 

463 

Letterkeuny  . . 

2,787 

2,787 

1,865 

i 

0 3$ 

1 

2,059 

1 

4 

349 

Militird  .... 

3,182 

172 

3,354 

2,698 

2,526 

0 10 

1 

74 

Stranorlar  . . 

3,264 

231 

3,495 

2,181 

1,950 

2 3 

0 6$ 

1 

H 

841 

0 

bj 

1,183 

Co.  Down. 

Banbridge  . . . 

6.988 

3,449 

10,437' 

6,026 

2,578 

2 6 

0 2$ 

1 

0 

4,164 

0 

8 

1,899 

Downpatrick  . . 

5,445 

174 

5,619 

4.022 

3,848 

1 54 

0 o£ 

0 

2,363 

0 

31 

1,608 

Kilkeel 

1,357 

1,357 

1,305 

1 94 

0 1$ 
0 1 

0 

84 

962 

0 

6 

343 

4,636 

2,736 

7,372 

4,223 

1,487 

0 

6| 

4,332 

0 

8 

260 

Newtownards  . . 

7,894 

3,454 

11,348 

3,441 

1 10$ 

U 1$ 

0 

2,966 

0 

6 

329 

Co-  Fermanagh. 

Enniskillen  . 

12,153 

696 

12,851 

8,10S 

0 41 

1 

81 

4,125 

0 

3,959 

Lisnaskea  . . . 

7,386 

886 

8,272 

4,885 

3,099 

0 10 

0 

1,874 

0 

4 

2,805 

Lowtheistown  . 

6,189 

337 

6,526 

4.949 

4,612 

3 0 

2 6 

2 

3 

3,874 

1 

9 

1,071 

Co.  Londonderry. 

Coleraine  . . . 

2,589 

2,691 

5,280 

2,868 

197 

3 3 

0 1 

0 

9 

2,884 

0 

9 ' 

25 

Londonderry  . 

1,775 

5, SOI 

7,579 

4,360 

1 8 

0 1 

0 

4,252 

0 

9 

1UI 

Magherafelt  . . 

8,634 

8,634 

5,540 

2 9 

0 34 

1 

2,363 

0 

74 

2,785 

N.  1.  Limavady  . 

4,839 

1,298 

6,137 

2,715 

1,417 

1 6* 

0 4 

0 

9i 

2,030 

0 

4 

610 

Co.  Monaghan. 

Carrickmacross 

5,506 

5,506 

4,705 

3 1, 

0 6 

p 

2,854 

1 

1,851 

Castleblayney  . 

1,179 

7,926 

9,105 

7,094 

977 

3 8 

0 7 

2 

5,159 

1 

1,850 

Clones  .... 

6,881 

758 

7,639 

3,125 

2,307 

0 10$ 

2,799 

1 

0 

317 

Monaghan,  . . . 

11,021 

11,021 

8,569 

3 1 

0 3$ 

1 

9} 

2,901 

0 

H 

5,666 

Co.  Tyrone. 

Castlederg  . . . 

1,589 

1 ,539 

1.306 

2 1 

0 6 

1 

0 

!• 

409 

58 

4,374 

3,834 

3,776 

2 in 

o in 
0 2 

1 

2,493 

1 

341 

Cookstown  . 

2,791 

2,791 

2,033 

1 0 

0 

292L 

Dungannon 

5,960 

448 

6,408 

4,403 

3,955 

l li 

0 4 

0 

1,134 

Gortiu  .... 

1,430 

1,430 

885 

1 9 

0 7 

1 

0 

382 

Omagh  .... 

858 

11,587 

5,527 

4,669 

2 4 

0 2$ 
0 9 

1 

3,892 

1 

04 

1,367 

Strabane  . . 

9,138 

7,840 

179 

2 11 

i Hi 

3,397 

0 10 

4,434 

Total  of  Ulster  Pro-j 

214,930  1115,489 

| 

330,419 

201,804 

140,216 
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Statement  of  the  Collection  of  Poor  Rate  and  of  the  Expenses  in  each  Union  in  Ireland,  &c. — continued. 


PROVINCE  OF  MUNSTER. 


1 

1 

Expenses. 

1 

1 

Amount 

Total 

1 

Lowest 

Average 

I 

■ ti  -a 

f Arrears 

Amount 

Names  of  Unions 

Amount  of 

“truck' 

f Rate  in 
course  of 

Amount  \ 

per  £. 

per  £.. 
Collected 

per  £. 

P. 

Excess  • 

ollection 

iollected  | 

civ  Kate 

in  anv 

in  anv 

Michaelmas 

Michael- 
mas last, 

icliinthe 

Total  Rate| 

(Col.  2), 

Electoral 

Electoral 

Division 

whcde 

Union  for 

Collection 

Expenses 

Lady  Day 

emaining 

viz.,  the 

course  of 

the  Kate 

of  the 

of  the 

during 

Months. 

Months 

Expenses. 

ollection 

(Col.  4.) 

(Col.  3.) 

Montlis. 

VI... 

Col.  3&2) 

-Month). 

Months. 

Column  1 

2 

3 

4 1 

5 

6 

T 1 

8 

9 

IO 

11 

ia 

13 

£. 

£■ 

£. 

£. 

*.  d. 

S.  d. 

s.  d. 

£. 

S.  d. 

£. 

* £v 

Co.  Clare. 

Finnic 

14,773 

1,468 

16.241 

16,211 

14,743 

4 0 

1 11 

2 74 

13,662 

2 64 

1*398 

412 

373 

8,624 

8,996 

7,G47 

3 01 

0 3 

1 115 

1 bj 

15,153 

15,153 

7,673 

3 3 

1 10 

2 5 

Scariff  .... 

16,768 

2,812 

19,580 

12,743 

9,936 

7 2 

4 6 

4 104 

Co.  Cork. 

9,733 

9.733 

7,053 

1 8} 

0 15 

1 0J 

6,543 

0 114 

449 

6,285 

6,823 

4,165 

3,622 

2 iii 

1 li 

6, 031 

2 10.4 

8^685 

11,425 

42,770 

24,361 

12,926 

7 5 

0 8 

1 24 

Dunm  anwuy 

6,808 

24,305 

6,308 

24,305 

5,306 

20,353 

2 9 
2 Ui 

2 1 
2 3 

16,703 

2 2 

3,642 

4,241 

37,940 

37.940 

37,145 

37.145 

4 0 

3 2 

2 74 

5,906 

4,G5G 

2 7 

0 31 

1 3 

/ 34 

11,409 

6.544 

17,953 

6,155 

5 0 

0 54 

i 

4,456 

9’ 900 

13,969 

13,969 

12.167 

3 3 

2 14 

12)997 

3,197 

275 

26,978 

21,940 

•21,665 

3 5i 

0 41 

• -- 

Skibbereen  . . . 

14,703 

2,348 

17,051 

11,555 

9,207 

3 1 

1 

2 3f 

Co.  Kerry. 

3,517 

3,802 

2,471 

2,186 

3 25 

1 2^ 

2 04 

2,593 

2 1 

97 

4,603 

4,603 

3,G96 

3 2.J 

0 84 

1,023 

12,703 

230 

12,933 

11,485 

11,455 

3 51 

2 64 

2 74 

- 

975 

14,759 

11,494 

10,519 

3 1* 

0 64 

2 94 

1^246 

Tralee  .... 

44S 

17,063 

17,516 

14,693 

3 8i 

1 7 

2 64 

i ** 

Co.  Limerick. 

Kilmallock . . . 

25,321 

19,533 

4,078 

44,904 

40,748 

15,868 

27,822 

2 9J 

3 4i- 

0 10 
1 24 

1 94 

2 9 

11,447 

15,314 

1 34 
1 5* 

4,429 

13,256 

6H70 

15,940 

17,848 

33,788 

13,187 

2 5 

13,174 

4 11 

Rathkale  . . 

18,603 

16,448 

35,056 

14,651 

2 14 

Co.  Tipperary. 

Carrick-on-Suir 
Cashel  .... 
Clogheea  . . . 

Clonmel  . • 

Nenagh  .... 
Roscrea  .... 
Thurles  . . . 

Tipperary  . . . 

9,585 

"764 

166,55 

411 

18,622 
7,424 
10,220 
23'  1 7 
15),838 
3,218 
19,015 

9,996 
18,622 
8, 1 S8 
10,220 
23,817 
15,833 
19,873 
19,015 

3,142 

12,005 

6,426 

7,615 

13,917 

10,378 

11,152 

12,832 

7,787 
7, '934 

2 7 
2 llj 

2 &4 
2 10 

3 0 

5*3 

2 5 

0 91 
0 9 
0 4 

0 10J 

1 7 
1 If 
0 64 
0 94 

1 94 
1 104 

2 04 

1 8 
2 04 
2 04 
1 faj 

4,525 

9,240 

5,536 

6,396 

10,586 

6,308 

9,923 

12,9-25 

1 0 
1 5 
1 9 
1 4J 
1 11 
1 3 
i 9f 
1 9 

5,466 

3,009 

889 

1,215 

2,330 

4,031 

1,113 

907 

Co.  Waterford. 

Dungarvan  . . . 

Lismore  . 
Waterford  . . . 

7,770 

14,211 

75 

11,195 

14,211 

7,854 

11,195 

12,838 

7,096 

8,156 

7, 021 

4 3 
3 0 
1 1 

0 74 

1 3 
0 6 

2 74 
2 24 
0 95 

5,5.6 

2,789 

6,758 

1 2 
0 104 
0 64 

4 ,233 
1,396 

Tidal  of  Munster 
Province  . . • 

285,836 

•351,313 

637,149 

637,149 

310,014 
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iO  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS 

Statement  of  the  Collection  of  Poor  Rate,  and  of  the  Expenses  in  each  Union  in  Ireland,  See.— continued. 


PROVINCE  OF  LEINSTER. 


Collection  fro 

m Michaelmas  to  Lady-day  last. 

*•* 

-■ 

Difference 

CoUe 

between 

Names  of  Unions 
and  Counties. 

Amount  of 
Rate  struck 
between 
Michaelmas 

Ladv-day 

last. 

Amount 
of  Arrears 
of  Rate, 

before  . 
Michael- 
mas last, 
remaining 
for  Col- 
lection at 
Michael- 

Total 

Amount 
of  Rate  in 
course  of 
Collection 

SixMonths, 
viz.,  the 
Old  and  the 
New  Kate 
conjointly. 
(Col.  3 & 2) 

Total 
Amount 
Collected 
of  the 
Total  Kate 
n course  or 
Collection. 
(Col.  4.) 

Amount 
Collected 
of  the 
New  Rate 
(Col.  2), 
exclusive 

previously 
(Col.  3.) 

Highest 
Amount 
per  £. 
Collected 
in  any 
Electoral 
Division 

during 

Months. 

Lowest 

Amount 

por  £" 
Collected 
in  any 
Electoral 
Division 
of  the 
Union 
during 
the  Six 
Months. 

Average 
Amount 
per  £. 
Collected 

during 

the  Six 

Months. 

Expenses 

Union  for 
tlie  Six 
Months. 

Average 
Amount 
per  £. 

of  the 
Expenses 

Months 

Excess 

Collection 

Expenses. 

Excess 

Expenses 

Collection. 

Column  1 

a 

3 

4 

5 

6 

T 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Co.  Carlow. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

i.  d. 

d. 

s.  d. 

£. 

s.  d. 

£. 

£. 

Cailuw  .... 

15,232 

15,232 

11,236 

2 6 

0 

1 

1 3 

9,834 

1 14 

1,401 

Co.  Dublin. 

3,435 

3,435 

2,952 

1 55 

0 

Oh 

0 71 

2,800 

0 7 

150 

28,8G0 

17,836 

4G,G96 

25,135 

7,299 

0 7J 

0 

3 

1 41 

23,645 

S.  932 

20,020 

20,020 

11,284 

0 9f 

0 

0 45 

*225 

Rathdown  . . . 

6,754 

6,754 

5,219 

1 GJ 

0 

0 75 

Co.  Kildare. 

1,257 

10,715 

11,972 

7,067 

1 Ilf 
1 9 

0 

15 

1 3* 

5,366 

1,274 

G,256 

718 

6,974 

3,G36 

3,068 

0 

45 

Naas  .... 

12,922 

12,922 

11,221 

•- 

4 6 

0 

44 

1 75 

0 IO4 

Co.  Kilkenny. 

11,192 

11,192 

7,304 

2 7 

0 

2* 

1 85 

6,352 

1 6 

954 

Kilkenny  . . . 

‘.8,261 

2,284 

30,545 

19,590 

17,306 

2 6 

0 

7 

1 65 

11,450 

0 115 

King’s  County. 

40,701 

217 

4,918 

4,179 

3,962 

1 

0 

2+ 

0 105 

2,231 

0 54 

2,008 

Par.-onstown  . . 

15,257 

15,257 

9,665 

2 9* 

0 

64 

1 94 

0 74 

Tullamore  . . . 

9,578 

9,578 

7,791 

2 11 

0 

1 6* 

6,343 

1 5* 

Co.  Longford. 

Grannrd  . . . 

12,140 

3,026 

15,166 

7,271 

4,245 

2 10d 

0 

35 

1 8 

4,442 

1 0 

2,840 

Longford  . . . 

15,738 

9,400 

25,138 

6,204 

i 4 

0 

04 

0 11! 

8,731 

1 45 

Co.  Louth. 

Ardee  .... 

2,887 

7,824 

10,711 

8,505 

681 

3 2 

0 

94 

1 95 

6,024 

1 34 

2,479 

Drogheda  . 

2,234 

7,103 

9,337 

7,730 

4 H 

0 

6,927 

1 0 

1,110 

Dundalk  . 

4,535 

4,535 

2,826 

1 3$ 

0 

24 

0 65 

3,299 

0 74 

539 

Co.  Meath. 

DuttsEaughiui  . . 

4,404 

3,602 

8,206 

4,199 

397 

1 0 

g 

4,111 

0 84 

190 

Kells  .... 

372 

8,624 

8.996 

7,647 

3 04 

0 

3 

1 2! 

7,532 

1 24 

238 

8,526 

1,524 

10,050 

5,654 

4,130 

0 

5 ,950 

1 2 

Oldcastle  . . . 

5,457 

9,184 

14,641 

8,166 

0 

5 

8,171 

2 01 

6 

Trim  .... 

3,491 

3,491 

3,396 

0 

0 7 

3,795 

0 9 

785 

Queen’s  County. 

Abbeyleix  . . . 

8,307 

8,307 

6,770 

0 

5,370 

1 74 

2 1 

1,399 

Mountinellick  . . 

12,294 

12,294 

8,22-2 

4 4 

0 

14 

1 95 

9,450 

Co.  Westmeath. 

AthloDe  .... 

14,896 

3,518 

18,444 

3, '364 

598 

0 

3,269 

0 74 

262 

Mullingar  . . . 

3,345 

3,345 

2,371 

0 6i 

0 

4 

0 3 

7,541 

0 94 

5,175 

Co.  Wexford. 

Enniscorlliy  . . 

16,723 

272 

17,000 

11,553 

3,263 

Gorey  .... 

8,647 

2,703 

11,355 

3,796 

1,088 

0 104 

795 

New  Ross  . . . 

IS, 146 

18,146 

11,341 

1,911 

13,802 

1,170 

14,972 

8,752 

7,5S2 

2 2j 

0 

5f 

1 6$ 

4,787 

0 104 

3,895 

Co.  Wicklow. 

Balfinglass . . . 

4,2S6 

4,286 

3,887 

i iii 

0 10 

313 

Rathdrum  . . . 

4,529 

8,751 

3,699 

1 04 

1,121 

Shillelagh  . . 

4,447 

91 

4,538 

3,465 

3,374 

2 0 

0 

24 

1 04 

2,228 

0 84 

1,170 

Total  of  Leinster' 
Province  . . . 

153,835 

243,339 

427,174 

251,563 

225,453 
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AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS  IN  IRELAND.  1041 

Statement  of  die  Collection  of  Poor  Rate,  and  of  the  Expenses  in  each  Union  in  Ireland,  &c. continued. 


* The  expenses  of  the  six  months  were  as  follows : — 


October 70, SOS 

November  .....  88,43'2 

December 123,597 

January  151,264 

February  ......  167,741 

March 178,367 


Total  as  above  . • 780,209 
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PAPERS 


RELATING  TO 

PROCEEDINGS  EOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  DISTRESS, 

ARB 

STATE  OF  UNIONS  AND  WORKHOUSES, 

IN  IRELAND. 


SEVENTH  SERIES— 1848. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Count  Strzelecki  to  the  Commissioners  : — July  31, 1848. 

I beg  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  a 
statement  showing  the  periods  on  which,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  Poor 
Law  Inspectors,  the  relief  to  children  should  stop  in  their  respective  Unions. 

Enclosure. 

Statement  Bhowing  the  date  at  which  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors  recommend  that  the 
Relief  to  Children  Bhonld  be  closed : — 


Unions  in  which  the  relief  is  to  he  closed  on 
the  20th  August. 

Unions  in  which  the  relief  is  to  be  closed  on 
the  31st  August. 

No. 

Name  of  Unions. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

No. 

Name  of  Unions. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

BaUina,  . . 

Belmullet, 

Ballinrobe, 

Ballyshannon, 

Bantry,  . 

Cahirciveen, 

Castlebar, 

Clifden,  . • 

Donegal,  . 
Galway,  . 

14,291 

3,683 

7,023 

8,185 

9,411 

2,614 

4,858 

4,226 

5,955 

4,618 

6,211 

4,213 

19,141 

19,064 

4,640 

8,380 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
'8 
9 

10 

Boyle, 

Carrick-on-Shannon,  , 

Castlerea, 

Kilmsh,  . 

Listowel, . 

Milford,  . 
Manorhamilton,  . 
Roscommon, 

Sligo, 

Dingle,  . . 

3,960 

4,140 

8,744 

4,189 

7,017 

2,716 

4.000 
2,117 

8.000 
2,715 

11 

12 

Glenties,  . 
Kenmare, . 

x 47,598 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Skibbereen, 

Swineford, 

Tuam, 

Westport, 

126,513 

47,598 

Total  number  of  children, 

174,111 

Dublin,  31st  July,  1848. 


P.  E.  de  Strzelecki. 
B 


Miscellaneous. 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Miscellaneous. 


Mr.  Lloyd,  Chairman  of  the  British  Association  for  the  Relief  of  Distress  in 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  to  Count  Strzelecki  : — July  21,  1848. 

I am  specially  instructed  by  the  Committee  of  the  British  Association  for 
the  relief  of  distress  in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed 
resolutions.  In  discharging  this  duty,  I feel  it  difficult  to  confine  myself  to  the 
cold  and  measured  language  of  official  form.  Having  devoted  an  almost  unin- 
terrupted attention  to  the  business  of  the  Committee,  I have  had  the  means  of 
observing  and  appreciating  the  value  of  the  assistance  which  you  have  rendered 
to  us  from  the  commencement  to  the  final  termination  of  our  proceedings,  and 
which  I am  sure  even  the  warm  language  of  the  resolutions  does  but  imper- 
fectly express. 

No  great  length  of  time  has  elapsed  since  I came  forward  to  certify  your  fitness 
to  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  a British  subject ; I gave  this  testimony  as  a 

private  individual,  upon  the  knowledge  which  I then  possessed  of  your  character 

and  I did  it  with  unhesitating  confidence.  But  little  did  I then  anticipate  that 
I should  so  soon  be  called  upon,  in  a more  public  capacity,  to  recognise  the 
abundant  proof  which  you  have  since  afforded,  that  you  possess  those  high  moral 
qualities  which  the  British  public  always  holds  in  the  greatest  esteem  ; and  at 
the  same  time  to  thank  you  for  the  valuable  co-operation  which  you  have  ren- 
dered in  carrying  out  one  of  the  noblest  efforts,  which,  even  British  generosity, 
has  ever  made  for  the  relief  of  distress  arising  out  of  a most  appalling  national 
calamity. 

You  have  indeed  established  the  strongest  claim  upon  the  gratitude  of  the 
country  which  you  have  adopted.  Long  may  you  live  to  adorn  it  by  your  virtues, 
and  to  benefit  it  by  the  further  services  which  you  are  capable  of  rendering  to  it. 

I cannot  express  to  you  too  strongly  the  respect  and  esteem  which  your  con- 
duct has  created  in  the  breast  of  every  member  of  the  Committee. 

The  resolutions  which  I transmit  to  you  are  a candid  and  honest  expression 
of  our  united  feeling  on  this  subject.  To  these,  let  me  add  the  assurance  of 
the  personal  regard  and  admiration  of  your  faithful  servant  and  friend. 


Enclosure. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  British  Belief  Association,  held  on  Thursday,  the 
20th  July,  1848,  it  was  resolved  unanimously — 

That  this  Committee,  on  the  occasion  of  bringing  to  a close  then-  official  intercourse  with 
the  Count  P.  E.  de  Strzelecki,  feel  that  the  services  which  ho  has  rendered  to  the  British 
Association,  in  their  efforts  for  the  relief  of  distress  in  Ireland,  demand  a peculiar  and 
marked  acknowledgment. 

That  the  Committee  recognise,  with  the  deepest  respect  and  gratitude,  the  noble  spirit 
which  induced  Count  Strzelecki  to  place  his  gratuitous  services  at  their  disposal,  in  the 
commencement  of  their  proceedings,  and  the  steady  perseverance  and  moral  resolution 
with  winch  during  eighteen  months,  he  has  discharged  duties  involving  great  labour  and 
anxiety,  and  a considerable  degree  of  personal  risk  in  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  the 
Association ; first,  m some  of  the  most  distressed  and  desolate  districts  of  Ireland,  and  sub- 
sequently m Dublin.  • ’ 

That  the  successful  result  which  has  attended  the  labours  of  the  Committee;  the  grateful 
acknowledgments  which  they  have  received,  as  well  from  the  gentry  and  clergy  of  all  de- 
nomiiiations  in  Ireland,  as  from  the  recipients  of  the  bounty  of  the  Association;  and 
the  lull  approbation  of  the  measures  of  the  Association,  expressed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  the  Government  m England,  have  afforded  to  the  Committee- the  greatest  satisfaction; 

feel  that  they  are  largely  indebted  to  the  very  able  and  zealous  assistance 
winch  they  have  received  from  the  Count  de  Strzelecki. 

That  this  Committee,  whilst,  tendering  to  Count  Strzelecki  tliis-testimohy  of  respect  and 
gratitude,  for  services  equally  remarkable  for  their  efficiency  as  for  their  disinterested  cha- 
racter, cannot  refrain  from  expressing  then-  hope  that  the  persevering  energy,  the  correct 
judgment,  and  the  varied  capacity  of  usefulness  of  which  he  has  afforded  such  abundant 
proof  during  his  connexion  with  the  British  Association,  may  still  be  rendered  available  in 
some  other  form  to  his  adopted  country. 

That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  he  transmitted  to  Count  de  Strzelecki;  by  the  chairman, 
on  behalf  of  the  Committee.  * J 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

n ^ S.  J.  Lloyd,  Chairman. 

Lommittee-room,  South  Sea  House, 

July  21,  1848. 
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Count  Strzelecki  to  the  Commissioners: — Jidy  25,  1848. 

The  Committee  of  the  British  Relief  Association,  in  terminating  their 
mission  and  labours  in  Ireland,  could  not  separate  without  recording  and  passing 
unanimously  a vote  of  thanks  and  acknowledgments  to  the  Boor  Law  Inspectors, 
for  the  fine  spirit  with  which  they  have  volunteered  then*  gratuitous  services  to 
superintend  the  relief  afforded  by  the  Association  in  the  distressed  districts ; and 
for  the  ability  and  perseverance  with  which  they  have  discharged  that  trust 
since  October  last,  notwithstanding  that,  by  the  performance  of  this  additional 
duty,  they  entailed  upon  themselves  great  personal  labour  and  anxiety,  and,  from 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  charity  dispensed,  unavoidably  exposed  themselves  in 
some  instances  to  much  personal  hostility. 

The  Committee  having  directed  me  to  express  to  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors  this 
grateful  acknowledgment  of  theirs,  I cannot  do  better  than  to  lay  the  accompanying 
minute  of  resolutions  before  you,  assured  as  I am  that,  as  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment which  rendered  such  signal  services  to  the  subscribers  to  the  fund,  you  will 
not  only  receive  with  satisfaction  the  testimony  which  the  Committee  offers  to 
the  efficiency  and  value  of  the  officers  whom  you  selected,  but  that  by  transmit- 
ting to  them  the  vote  of  the  Association,  you  will  stamp  that  vote  with  authority, 
which  will  render  it  doubly  valuable  to  them. 

I gladly  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity,  afforded  to  me  by  the  Committee’s 
own  acknowledgment,  to  offer  in  all  sincerity  mine  to  you  and  to  your  depart- 
ment, for  the  constant  support  and  co-operation  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  as 
the  executive  officer  of  the  Association,  and  to  which  I mainly  attribute  the  suc- 
cessful operation  of  the  measures  adopted  by  them  for  the  relief  of  distress  in  this 
country. 

Enclosure. 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  British  Relief  Association,  held  on  Thursday,  the' 
20th  July,  1848,  it  was  resolved  unanimously — 

That  this  Committee  is  deeply  sensible  of  its  obligation  to  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors, 
who  volunteered  their  valuable  services  and  assistance  in  administering  the  relief  of  the 
British  Association  in  the  more  distressed  Unions  in  the  south  and  west  of  Ireland,  and 
thus  contributed  by  their  local  knowledge  and  personal  superintendence  to  secure  the 
judicious  and  efficient  application  of  the  funds  of  the  Association. 

That  Count  de  Strzelecki  be  requested  to  express  this  feeling,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 
to  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors ; and  at  the  same  time  to  convey  to  them  the  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments and  thanks  of  the  Committee. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

Committee-room,  South  Sea  House,  (Signed,)  S.  J . Llotd,  Chairman. 

July  21,  1848. 


The  Commissioners  to  Count  Strzelecki,  in  reply  to  the  foregoing 
July  27,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  25th  instant,  enclosing  a copy  of  a resolution  passed  on  the  20th 
instant,  by  the  Committee  of  the  British  Relief  Association,  in  which  the 
Committee  record  their  obligation  to  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors  for  their  valuable 
services  and  assistance  in  administering  the  relief  of  the  British  Association  in 
the  more  distressed  districts  in  the  south  and  west  of  Ireland. 

The  Commissioners  have  given  directions  for  transmitting  a copy  of  your 
letter,  and  of  the  resolution  of  the  Committee,  to  each  of  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors 
to  whom  the  resolution  refers ; and  the  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that  the 
Inspectors  will  feel  highly  gratified  by  the  flattering  manner  in  which  the  Com- 
mittee and  yourself  have  been  pleased  to  acknowledge  their  services. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Commissioners  deem  it  right  to  express  to  you  the  high 
sense  which  the  Commissioners  entertain  of  the  advantages  which  the  Inspectors 
and  the  Commissioners  have  derived  from  the  method,  punctuality,  zeal,  and 
discrimination  with  which  you  have  superintended  the  operations  for  the  relief  of 
the  school  children  in  the  distressed  districts.  And  the  Commissioners  are  con- 
vinced that  it  must  be  a source  of  true  and  refined  pleasure  to  your  benevolent 
mind,  to  know  that  your  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  poor  children  have  been 
attended  with  even  more  than  that  measure  of  success  which  could  ha^e  been 
•anticipated,  considering  the  unfortunate  circumstances  in  which  the  population 
of  the  south  and  west  of  Ireland  have  been  placed  during  the  last  two  years,  by 
the  total  or  partial  failure  of  their  accustomed  food. 
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Miscellaneous.  The  COMMISSIONERS  to  the  TEMPORARY  POOR  Law  INSPECTORS  of  the  UNIONS  in 

which  the  Relief  of  the  British  Association  was  administered. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  ■ 
Sir,  July  29,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a copy 
of  a resolution  passed  at  a meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  British  Relief 
Association,  held  on  Thursday,  the  20th  of  July,  1848,  in  which  the  Committee 
record  their  obligation  to  you  and  the  other  Poor  Law  Inspectors  who  volun- 
teered their  valuable  services  and  assistance  in  administering  the  relief  of  the 
British  Association  in  the  more  distressed  Unions  in  the  south  and  west  of 
Ireland ; and  in  which  they  request  Count  Strzelecki  to  express  this  feeling  to 
you  on  their  behalf,  and  to  convey  to  you  their  grateful  acknowledgments  and 
thanks. 

The  Commissioners  likewise  transmit  to  you  herewith  the  copy  of  a letter  of 
Count  Strzelecki,  dated  the  25th  instant,  in  which  he  expresses  to  you  the 
feeling  which  the  Committee  entertain  in  reference  to  your  valuable  services, 
and  conveys  to  you  their  acknowledgments  and  thanks  in  accordance  with  the 
resolution  of  the  Committee. 

The  Commissioners  feel  much  gratification  in  being  the  medium  of  communi- 
cating to  you  the  Committee’s  resolution  and  Count  Strzelecki’s  letter ; and  they 
have  pleasure  at  the  same  time  in  signifying  their  concurrence  with  the  opinion 
. expressed  in  those  documents,  concerning  the  value  of  your  services. 

(Signed,) 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

To  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Sir  Charles  E.  Trevelyan  to  the  Commissioners  : — May  31,  1848. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  having  had  again 
under  their  consideration,  the  correspondence  relative  to  the  repayment  of  the 
advances  made  for  the  relief  of  distress  in  Ireland,  under  the  authority  of  the 
10th  Vic.  cap.  7,  are  pleased  to  give  the  following  directions  for  your  guidance  : — 

Their  lordships  will  not  insist  upon  any  repayment  being  made  which  would 
entail  the  striking  of  a new  rate  before  next  harvest. 

They  however  desire,  that  you  will  examine  into  the  financial  condition  of 
such  Unions  as  have  balances  in  hand ; and  that  you  will  direct  the  treasurers 
to  pay  to  the  Paymaster  of  Civil  Services,  such  sums  as  are  due  from  the  several 
electoral  divisions,  or  so  much  as  can  be  paid  without  withdrawing  funds 
which  are  indispensably  required  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  until  next  harvest. 

With  regard  to  the  subsequent  repayments  I am  to  observe,  that,  under  the 
arrangement  of  last  autumn,  by  which  repayment  was  to  be  made  to  the  extent 
of  the  difference  between  the  current  poor-law  expenditure,  and  the  produce 
of  a rate  of  not  less  than  3s.  in  the  pound,  in  any  electoral  division,  repayments 
have  been  made  only  to  a small  amount ; and  in  many  instances  this  has  not 
been  owing  to  the  largeness  of  the  amount  required  for  the  expenditure  under 
the  ordinary  Poor  Relief  Acts,  but  has  been  caused  either  by  no  rates  having 
been  struck,  or  such  only  as,  being  under  3s.  in  the  pound,  left  no  room  for  the 
repayment  of  the  advances. 

My  lords  must  require  such  rates  to  be  struck  in  the  ensuing  season  as  will 
allow  of  repayment  being  duly  made ; and  also,  that  the  rates  should  be  struck 
sufficiently  early  to  admit  of  their  being  collected  at  the  usual  period  after  har- 
vest, and  of  the  repayment  being  at  once  made  out  of  the  produce  of  the  rate. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  advances  were  made  under  the  Act  10  Vic. 
cap.  7,  only  upon  the  Board  of  Guardians  having  resolved  to  make  a rate  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Act,  and  the  Inspector  of  the  Union  having  certified  to  the 
Relief  Commissioners  that  such  resolution  had  been  passed,  and  that  to  the  best 
of  his  belief,  the  Guardians  were  proceeding  with  all  possible  despatch  to  make 
and  levy  such  rate. 

These  terms  were  subsequently  relaxed  by  permission  being  given,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Act,  to  withdraw  sums  from  the  produce  of  the  rate  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  current  expenses  of  the  poor  law. 

In  order  to  determine  the  amount  to  be  repaid  after  next  harvest  by  each 
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electoral  division,  some  general  rule  must  be  laid  down  which  will  adapt 
itself  to  the  various  circumstances  of  those  districts  ; and  it  has  occurred  to  my 
lords,  that  the  sum  to  be  demanded  from  each  electoral  division,  should  in  no 
case  be  less  than  the  difference  between  the  expense  actually  incurred  in  the 
maintenance  of  their  poor  from  Michaelmas,  1847,  to  Lady  Day,  1848,  and 
the  sum  which  would  be  raised  by  a rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound  on  such  electoral 
division.  _ > . 

Their  lordships,  therefore,  desire  that  you  will  report  without  delay,  in 
reference  to  each  electoral  division,  from  which  any  repayments  are  due— 

1st.  The  sum  which  a rate  of  3s.  in  the  pound  will  produce. 

2nd.  The  expense  which  has  been  incurred  in  maintaining  their  poor -from 
September,  1847,  to  March,  1848.  , 

3rd.  The  difference  between  these  two  amounts. 

4th.  The  sum  remaining  due. 


Circular  to  Boards  of  Guardians  respecting  the  Expenditure  of  the  Half- 
Years,  ending  25tli  March,  and  29th  September,  1848,  respectively. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

June  16, 1848. 

SlE’  The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  prepare  with  tile  least  pos- 
sible delav  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty  s 
Treasury,  a statement  of  the  expense  incurred  by  the  several  electoral  divisions 
of  the  Union,  in  maintaining  the  poor  from  the  29th  September,  1847,  to  the 
25tli  March  1848,  showing  tile  amount  per  pound  of  such  expense  on  the 
valuation  of  the  divisions;  also  a statement  of  the  estimated  expense  which  will 
to  injured  by  the  severj  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union  in  mauitainmg  he 
poor  from  the  25th  March,  1848,  to  the  29th  September  1848,  showing  the 
balance  if  any,  which  will  remain  to  tile  credit  of  the  divisions  out  of  the 
present’rates,  lifter  defraying  the  estimated  expense  to  the  29th  September  1848. 

The  Commissioners  consider  that  the  estimate  reqmied  to  be  prepared  by 
vou  in  accordance  with  their  circular  letter  of  the  9th  March  W*U  h°  .°C 
"assistance  to  you  in  preparing  the  statements  now  required,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners enclose  duplicate  forms  in  which  you  will  malte  up  the  statements. 

As  regards  the  manner  of  calculating  the  expenses  of  the  half-year  ended 
oRjii  March  1848,  the  Commissioners  have  reason  to  believe  that  in  the  usual 
monthly  statements  of  expenses,  the  clerks  of  some  few  Unions  have  made  up 
Se  returns  of  expenses  not  according  to  the  expenses  incurred  (whether  paid  for 
or  not),  but  according  to  the  Treasurers’  payments;  thus  making  a return  of 
payments  instead  of  a return  of  expenses.  , . ■,  1.0 

It  is  to  be  observed  therefore,  that  the  amount  to  be  entered  m cols.  4 to  8, 
is  the  actual  expense  incurred  in  maintaining  the  poor  and  keeping  up  the 
establishment  from  the  29th  September,  1847,  to  the  25th  March,  1848; 
accordingly  you  will  give  the  actual  cost  of  in-door  maintenance  according  to 
the  odSe  days  of  the  half-year,  and  likewise  the  actual  cost  of  out-relief, 
according  to  the  actual  relief  afforded;  and  these  two  items  should  agree 
exactly  or  as  nearly  as  possible,  with  the  correspondmg  items  to  be  entered  in 
the  abstracts  of  accounts  for  the  half-year  m question. 

As  regards  the  establishment  and  other  charges  for  the  half-par,  the  Com- 
missioners wish  you  to  state  as  nearly  as  possible  the  expenses  actually  incurred 
under those heads  during  the  half-year,  on  the  same  principle  as  you  make  up 
the  monthly  return  of  expenses  incurred,  including  officers  salaries,  &c.,  whether 

PaTh°er  Commissioners  direct  ^e  to  state,  that  the  speedy  preparation  of  this 
return  is  of  much  importance,  and  they  request  that  you  will  apply  yourself 
to  its  completion  with  the  least  possible  loss  of  time,  so  that  it  may  be  received 
by  the  Commissioners  within  a fortnight. 

(Signed,)  W.  Stanlet,  Secretary. 

To  the  Clerk  of  each  Union. 


Miscellaneous. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


6 


, PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

— • Union.  Fork  referred  to  in 

Statement  of  the  actual  Expenditure  for  each  Electoral  Division  of  the  Union  for  the  Half-year  from  29th  September  1847 

from  the  25th  March  to 


Note.— The  Expenditure,  actual  and  estimated,  on  account  of  Paupers  chargeable  to  the  Union  at  largo  is  to  bo  included  in  the  several  columns 
7 . 1 ie,  Par'icuhirly  requested  to  make  out  the  Statement  of  the  actual  Expenses  of  the  Half-year  ended  25th  March, 

io  nicest  °f  Mamteuanee  and  Eehef,  and  the  actual  Establishment  Expenses,  Salaries,  and  other  Expenses  incurred  during 


Circular  to  Boards  of  Guardians  respecting  the  Levying  of  Rates. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  rates  next  to  be  levied  in  Union,  the 

Commissioners  desire  to  acquaint  the  Guardians  concerning  the  sums  due  on 
account  of  advances  made  by  the  Relief  Commissioners  in  1847,  on  the  credit 
of  the  rates,  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  require 
that  such  rates  should  be  made  in  the  ensuing  season  as  will  allow  of  repayment 
being  duly  made,  wholly  or  in  part,  and  that  the  rates  should  be  made  sufficiently 
early  to  admit  of  their  being  collected  at  the  usual  period  after  harvest,  and  of 
the  repayment  being  at  once  made  out  of  the  produce  of  the  rates. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  advances  were  made  under  the  Act  10  Vic., 
cap.  7,  only  upon  the  Board  of  Guardians  having  resolved  to  make  a rate  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Act,  and  the  Inspector  of  the  Union  having  certified  to  the  Relief 
Commissioners  that  such  resolution  had  been  passed,  and  that,  to  the  best  of  his 
belief  the  Guardians  were  proceeding  with  all  possible  despatch  to  make  and 
levy  such  rate. 

The  sum  to  be  demanded  from  each  electoral  division,  in  the  rate  after  harvest, 
is  to  be  regulated  by  the  amount  of  expenses  actually  incurred  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  poor  from  Michaelmas,  1847,  to  25th  March,  1848. 

If  the  entire  debt  of  any  electoral  division  to  the  Relief  Commissioners,  added 
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foregoing  Circular 

to  25th  March,  1848,  and  an  Estimate  of  the  Expenditure  likely  to  be  incurred  by  each  Electoral  Division  for  the  Half-year 
29th  September,  1848. 


to  the  expenses  actually  incurred  in  the  above  half-year,  would  not  exceed  3s.  in  Miscellaneous. 

the  pound,  in  that  case  the  payment  of  the  entire  debt  must  be  provided  for  in 

the  rate,  in  addition  to  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  prospective  expenditure 

to  the  25th  March,  1849,  at  least,  including  existing  debts;  but  if  the  debt, 

added  to  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  half-year  ended  25th  March  last,  would 

exceed  3s.  in  the  pound,  in  that  ease  repayment  should  be  provided  for  in  the  rate, 

only  to  the  extent  of  the  difference  between  those  expenses  and  3s.  in  the  pound. 

For  example— supposing  the  debt  to  the  Relief  Commissioners  amounts  to 
Is.  5d.  in  the  pound,  and  that  the  expenses  actually  incurred  in  the  half-year 
ended  25th  March  last  amounted  to  Is.  2d.  in  the  pound,  making  together  2s.  8 d. 
in  the  pound,  (that  is  to  sa  j,  less  than  3s.  in  the  pound),  in  that  case,  the  amount 
of  the  whole  debt  must  be  included  in  the  rate ; but  supposing  that  the  expenses 
actually  incurred  in  the  half-year  amounted  to  2s.  in  the  pound,  making,  together 
with  the  debt  to  the  Relief  Commissioners,  3s.  5 d.  in  the  pound,  in  that  case  a 
srnn  of  Is.  7 d.  in  the  pound  for  repayment  must  be  included  in  the  rate,  being  the 
difference  between  the  expenses  of  the  half-year  ended  25th  March  last,  and  the 
sum  of  3s.  in  the  pound,  and  the  remainder  of  the  debt  to  the  Relief  Commis- 
sioners will  be  provided  for  in  the  next  rate. 

With  this  view,  you  will  submit  to  the  Guardians,  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
a statement  of  the  amount  of  expenses  actually  incurred  by  each  electoral  division, 
in  the  maintenance  of  its  poor  from  Michaelmas,  1847,  to  Lady  Day,  1848,  in 
the  form  which  accompanied  the  Commissioners’  circular  of  the  16th  June  last, 
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with  a view  to  the  preparation  of  an  estimate  for  a rate  to  be  collected  after  next 
harvest,  which  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury.  In  such  estimate  the  Guardians  should  provide  for  the  ordinary 
expenditure,  at  least  down  to  the  25th  March,  1849,  as  well  as  for  repayment  of 
the  advances  to  the  specified  amount. 

It  is  not  to  be  understood  that  the  rate  for  both  purposes  is  to  be  limited  to 
the  sum  of  3s.  in  the  pound,  supposing  a higher  rate  to  be  necessary. 

The  Commissioners  enclose  duplicate  forms,  in  which  the  estimate  for  the  rate 
can  be  prepared,  and  when  adopted  by  the  Guardians,  a copy  to  .be  transmitted 
to  this  office. 

(Signed,)  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

To  the  Cleric  of  the  Union. 


Form  referred  to. 
JJnion. 


Where  the  Amount  in  Column  5 is  less  than  3s.  in  tlio  pound,  . the  whole  dcht  is  to  ho  provided  for 
in  the  Rate,  Col.  6 ; but  where  the  Amount  is  more  than  3s.  in  the  pound,  only  so  much  of  tlio  debt  is 
to  be  included  in  the  Rate,  as  when  added  to  the  Expenses  of  the  Half-year,  ended  25th  March,  1848 
(Col.  2),  would  make  a sum  of  3s.  in  the  pound. 


Correspondence  upon  which  the  Commissioners  of  Poor  Laws  in  Ireland , took 
Legal  Advice  as  to  the  Construction  of  the  10th  Section  of  the  Act  10  Viet, 
c.  31,  and  of  the  Case  submitted  by  them  to  Counsel ; and  of  the  Circular 
Letters  of  the  Commissioners  issued  thereupon. 

Copy  of  a Police  Report  received  from  the  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland,  on  the 
24th  April,  1848. 

(Carrick-on-Shannon  Union.) 

County  of  Leitrim,  Ballinamore,  April  15,  1848. 
An  inquest  was  held  on  the  14th  inst.  on  the  body  of  Wabby  M‘Sweeney, 
in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

Copy  of  Verdict. 

“ That  deceased  came  by  her  death  from  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of 
“ life  and  exposure  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

“ The  deceased  and  family  are  in  great  distress,  but  cannot  obtain  relief,  as  her 
“ husband  would  not  give  up  twelve  acres  of  land.” 

. Inspector-General,  fyc.,  Sfc.  J.  Lodge,  S.  I. 

Referred  to  Captain  Wynne  (Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector  for  the  Carrick- 
on-Shannon  Union),  25th  April,  1848. 
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Captain  Wynne’s  Report: — May  8, 1848. 

This  poor  woman  was  found  dead  in  a ditch,  into  which  it  is  supposed  she  fell 
from  exhaustion  on  her  return  from  the  relief  depot,  where  she  had  procured  about 
a quarter  stone  of  oatmeal  from  the  paupers.  She  no  doubt  came  by  her  death 
as  stated  in  the  verdict ; and  her  husband  and  children.  1 fear,  are  likely  to  follow, 
as  he  will  not  give  up  the  land  he  holds,  twelve  acres , and  the  run  of  the  mountain. 
I find  that  no  application  was  made  by  or  on  behalf  of  this  family  till  after  the. 
inquest  on  deceased,  and  that  then,  in  consideration  of  the  extreme  destitution  of 
the  parties,  the  relieving  officer  offered  them  a ticket  for  the  house,  although  the 
father  would  not  give  up  the  land. 

This  case  is  certainly  one  of  the  worst  I have  met  with.  I do  not  think  the 
family  can  hold  out  much  longer ; and  yet  the  father  will  neither  conform  to  the 
law,  and  entitle  himself  to  relief,  nor  will  he  accept  the  workhouse,  if  we  offered 
it.  It  is  difficult  to  manage  such  cases,  and  they  are  by  no  means  uncommon. 


Copy  Police  Report  received  from  the  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland,  29th 
April,  1848. 

(Westport  Union.) 

County  of  Mayo , Westport,  April  15,  1848. 
An  inquest  was  held  on  the  body  of  Michael  Brady,  who  died  in  the 
Westport  Union. 

Copy  of  Verdict — “ Died  from  starvation.” 

Inspector-General.  Denis  Walsh,  Q.  S.  I. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Lynch  : — May  1, 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a,  copy  of 
a communication  which  they  have  received  from  the  Under  .Secretary’s  office, 
relating  to  the  decease  of  a poor  man  in  the  Westport  Union,  named  Michael 
Brady  ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  make  such  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances  as  may  enable  you  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  as  to 
the  facts  of  the  case  ; and  especially  whether  the  deceased  made  application  for 
relief  either  to  the  Yice-Guardiaus  of  the  Westport  Union,  to  the  workhouse 
master,  or  to  any  of  the  relieving  officers. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  Westport  Union: — May  1,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy  of 
a communication  which  they  have  received  from  the  Under  Secretary’s  office, 
relating  to  the  decease  of  a poor  man  in  the  Westport  Union,  named  Michael 
Brady ; and  I am  to  request  that  the  Commissioners  may  be  furnished  with  the 
observations  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Westport  Union  thereon. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  : — May  9, 1848. 

In  accordance  with  the  directions  contained  in  your  letter  'of  the  1st 
instant,  I made  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  death  of 
a poor  man,  named  Michael  Bradley,  not  Brady,  and  I find  that  he  died,  from 
want.  He  resided  in  the  townland  of  Creganrue,  in  the  electoral  division,  of 
Louisburgh.  He  held  two  or  three  acres  of  land,  and,  therefore,  never  applied 
to  the  relieving  officer  for  assistance  ; but  left  his  home  for  the  purpose  of  begging, 
and  died  on  the  side  of  the  road,  within  two  miles  of  the  town  of  Westport.  His 
wife,  with  one  infant,  have  since  abandoned  the  holding  at  Creganrue,  and  are 
gone  to  live  at  a place  called  Derrygorriff,  in  the  same  electoral  division,  and  are 
now  receiving  out-door  relief. 

Mr.  Carroll,  the  relieving  officer  of  Louisburgh,  reports  that  there  are  several 
families  in  the  most  urgent  distress,  who  being  holders  of  land  are  excluded 
from  relief;  that  several  of  these  persons  have  sold  their  beds  and  clothing  to 
enable  them  to  purchase  seed  for  the  land,  and  are  now  actually  starving ; but 
still  are  unwilling  to  abandon  their  little  farms.  I may  add,  that  such  cases  are 
not  peculiar  to  Louisburgh,  but  are  to  be  found  in  almost  every  district  in  the 
Union. 


Miscellaneous. 
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Extract  from  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Vice-Guardians  : — May  10, 1848. 

The  Vice- Guardians  have  directed  the  relieving  officers  to  be  questioned 
on  the  subject ; but  such  a person  is  not  known  by  any  of  the  relieving  officers. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington  : — May  13,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  communication  referred  to  the  Commissioners  on 
the  20th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  death  of  a poor  man  named  Michael  Bradley,  in 
the  Westport  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  transmit  herewith, 
for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  a copy  of  a report 
which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  Mr.  Lynch,  Poor  Law  Inspector 
for  the  Westport  Union,  on  the  subject. 


Observations  of  Mr.  Bourne,  on  the  Report  of  Mr.  Lynch  : — May  17,  1848. 

“ There  have  been  two  cases  of  death  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Westport 
“since  my  arrival,  under  circumstances  such  as  those  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Lynch.” 


Case  for  Opinion  of  The  Right  Honourable  the  Attorney-General. 

It  is  provided  by  the  lOtli  section  of  the  10  Viet.  c.  31,  “that  no  person 
“ who  shall  be  in  the  occupation  of  any  land  of  greater  extent  than  the  quarter  of 
“ a statute  acre,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a destitute  poor  person,  under 
“ the  provisions  of  the  first  recited  Act,  1 & 2 Viet.  c.  50,  or  of  the  Acts  amending 
“ the  same,  or  of  this  Act.”  It  is  further  provided  by  the  same  section  that  “ if 
“ any  person  so  occupying  more  than  the  quarter  of  a statute  acre  shall  apply  for 
“ relief,  or  if  any  person  on  his  behalf  shall  apply  for  relief,  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
“ for  any  Board  of  Guardians  to  grant  such  relief  within  or  out  of  the  workhouse 
“ to  any  such  person.” 

By  the  54th  section  of  the  1 & 2 Viet.  c.  5G,  it  is  provided,  “that  all  relief 
“.given  under  this  Act  to  a wife  or  child  shall  be  considered  as  given  to  the  person 
“ declared  by  this  Act  to  be  liable  to  maintain  such  wife  or  child,”  and  a similar 
provision  is  contained  in  the  8th  section  of  the  10  Vic.t.  c.  31. 

The  10  & 11  Viet.  c.  84,  repeals  so  much  of  the  1 & 2 Viet.  c.  56  as 
provides  for  the  punishment  of  persons  deserting  their  wives  and  children,  but 
enacts  “ that  every  person  who  shall  desert  or  wilfully  neglect  to  maintain  his 
“ wife  or  any  child  whom  he  maybe  liable  to  maintain,  so  that  such  wife  or  child 
“ shall  become  destitute,  and  be  relieved  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse  of  any  Union 
“ in  Ireland,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  be  com- 
“ mitted  to  the  common  gaol  or  house  of  correction,  there  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour 
“ for  any  time  not  exceeding  three  calendar  months.” 

Oh  the  15th  April  last  an  inquest  was  held  in  the  county  of  Leitrim  on  the 
body  of  a woman  named  Wabby  M ‘Sweeney,  and  the  jury  returned  a verdict  to 
the  effect,  that  “ she  came  by  her  death  fro.m  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of 
“ life,  and  exposure  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.”  It  was  stated  at  the  same 
time,  that  “ the  deceased  and  her  family  were  in  great  distress,  but  could  not 
" obtain  relief,”  as  her  husband  would  not  give  up  twelve  acres  of  land. 

_ Inquiry  has  been  made  by  the  Inspector  of  the  Union  in  which  the  woman 
died,  iu  order  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  this  statement,  and  he  has  confirmed  it ; 
and  stated  at  the  same  time  “ that  the  woman’s  husband  and  her  children  are 
“ not  likely  long  to  survive  her,  as  the  man  will  not  give  up  the  land  he  holds.” 

The  Commissioners  regard  the  conduct  of  the  parent  in  this  case  as  a neglect 
to  maintain  his  children,  and  they  would,  if  justified  by  the  law  in  its  present 
state,  recommend  the  Guardians  to  relieve  the  children,  and  prosecute  the  father 
under  the  section  cited  from  the  Vagrant  Act. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  receiving  your  opinion : 

First.  Whether  the  Board  of  Guardians  could  legally  afford  the  children 
of  this  man  relief,  either  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse. 

Secondly.  Whether  he  can  be  prosecuted  for  neglecting  to  maintain  them  if 
they  are  received  into  the  workhouse,  or  otherwise  relieved  from  the 
poor  rates. 

The  above  Queries  have  already  been  submitted  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Henn,  and 
the  following  is  his  opinion  thereon 
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First.  I think  they  can,  in  the  workhouse  if  there  he  room  for  them,  or  out  of  it  if  there 
be  not,  if  they  are  in  a state  of  destitution  as  above  described.  I do  not  think  the  retention 
of  the  land  by  the  father  will  make  it  illegal  to  relieve  them ; but 

Secondly.  If  the  father,  notwithstanding  his  possession  of  the  land,  is  really  unable  to 
maintain  the  children,  I do  not  think  he  could  be  properly  convicted  under  the  10  and 
11  Viet.  c.  84,  s.  2. 

15th  May,  1848,  (Signed,)  J.  Henn. 

16,  Upper  Merrion-street. 


I concur  with  Mr.  Henn  in  the  above  opinion.  It  would  not  be  possible  to 
convict  the  father  for  neglecting  to  maintain  the  children,  considering  his  refusal 
to  give  up  his  land  as  such  neglect. 

But  I think,  notwithstanding  the  father’s  refusal  to  give  up  the  land,  that  his 
children  are  proper  objects  for  relief. 

20th  May , 1848.  (Signed,)  J.  H.  Monahan. 


Circular  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  Boards  of  Guardians. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  May  23, 1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  been  informed  that  the  families  of  persons 
occupying  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  suffer  in  some  cases  very  great 
privation,  in  consequence  of  the  head  of  the  family  refusing  to  give  up  the  occu- 
pation of  any  part  of  such  land,  and  being  therefore  not  entitled  to  receive  relief 
under  the  provisions  of  10  Viet.  c.  31,  s.  10. 

The  Commissioners  have  resorted  to  legal  advice  on  this  subject,  and  I am 
directed  to  state,  that  such  members  of  the  family  of  a person  holding  more  than 
a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  as  may  be  destitute,  can  legally  be  relieved  in  the 
workhouse  of  the  Union,  or  if  the  workhouse  be  full,  the  Guardians  may  relieve 
them  out  of  the  workhouse,  if  an  order  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  autho- 
rizing the  relief  of  such  persons  out  of  the  workhouse,  under  the  2nd  section  of 
the  Act,  be  in  operation  in  the  Union  in  which  they  reside. 

The  Commissioners  desire  at  the  same  time  to  point  out,  that  the  provisional 
power  given  to  relieving  officers,  under  sec.  7 of  the  Relief  Extension  Act, 
applies  to  every  class  of  destitute  persons  in  all  cases  of  sudden  and  urgent 
necessity,  whether,  the  parties  be  or  be  not  relievable  out  of  the  workhouse  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  in  virtue  of  any  order  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
issued  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Extension  Act. 

It  is  not  to  be  understood,  however,  from  the  above  observations,  that  a person 
occupying  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  is  himself  relievable  either  in  or  out 
of  the  workhouse. 

I am  to  desire  that  you  will  call  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  the  contents  of  this  circular,  and  to  the  necessity  of  their  at  once 
giving  instruction  to  the  relieving  officers  of  the  Union  accordingly. 

(Signed,)  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

To  the  Clerk  of  each  Union. 


Further  Circular  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  Boards  of  Guardians. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
June  8,  1848. 

Adverting  to  their  circular  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  concerning  the  relief  which 
mav  legally  be  afforded  from  the  poor  rates  to  the  destitute  wives  and  children 
5 persons  occupying  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land,  the  Commissioners 
for  administering  the  Laws  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  direct  me  to 
state  that  having  reason  to  believe  that  some  misapprehension  exists  as  to  the 
precise  nature  of  the  modifications  which  the  law,  as  explained  in  that  circular 
may  introduce  into  the  administration  of  relief,  they  desire  to  make  the  following 

^The^nly  practical  difference  which  that  circular  need  make  uUhe  admimstra- 


Miscellaneous. 
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Miscellaneous,  tion  of  relief  is,  that  Boards  of  Guardians  and  relieving  officers  should  not  permit 

the  wife  or  child  of  a person  occupying-  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land 

to  die  of  starvation,  or  to  suffer  extreme  privations,  because  the  husband  or  father 
(as  the  case  may  be)  refuses  to  qualify  himself  for  relief,  by  ceasing  to  occupy 
more  than  such  quarter  of  an  acre.  But  it  would  be  an  entire  perversion  of  the 
meaniug  of  the  law,  and  of  the  language  and  meaning  of  the  circular,  to  give  relief 
systematically  and  indiscriminately  to  the  wives  and  children  of  persons  occupy- 
ing more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land,  when  the  legislature  lias  expressly 
declared  that  such  occupiers  are  not  to  be  deemed  destitute. 

If  such  occupiers  are  really  able  to  maintain  their  wives  and  families,  Boards 
of  Guardians  have  exactly  the  same  remedy  under  the  Irish  Vagrant  Act,  (10  & 11 
Viet.  c.  84),  against  them,  as  against  a person  in  employment  with  high  wages,  who 
“ deserts  or  wilfully  neglects  to  maintain  his  wife  or  any  child  whom  lie  may  be 
“ liable  to  maintain,  so  that  such  wife  or  child  shall  become  destitute,  and  be  re- 
lieved in  or  out  of  the  workhouse  of  any  Union  in  Ireland.”  Under  that  Act 
any  such  occupier  may  be  prosecuted  for  wilfully  neglecting  to  maintain  his  wife 
or  child,  and  he  “ shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  be 
t:  committed  to  the  common  gaol,  or  house  of  correction,  there  to  be  kept  to  hard 
“ labour  for  any  time  not  exceeding  three  calendar  months.” 

It  is  true  that  Boards  of  Guardians  have  no  adequate  protection  against  a per- 
son who,  although  he  persists  in  occupying  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land, 
is  so  poor  that  he  cannot  be  said,  in  the  legal  sense  of  the  words,  wilfully  to 
neglect  to  maintain  his  wife  or  child,  and  who  yet  is  practically  the  cause  of  the 
destitution  of  such  wife  or  child,  by  his  refusing  to  bring  himself  within  the  con- 
ditions through  which  he  would  be  entitled  by  law  to  relief.  The  Guardians  will 
be  thus  exposed  to  numerous  attempts  at  imposition,  which  can  only  be  success- 
fully met  by  patient  inquiry  and  discrimination  on  the  part  of  themselves  and  of 
relieving  officers.  At  the  same  time  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians are  now  deemed  to  be  in  a position  which  will  enable  them  to  save  an  innocent 
wife  or  child  from  death  by  starvation,  arising  from  the  obstinacy  of  a husband 
or  father ; and  means  are  thus  afforded'  for  the  better  securing  an  object,  which 
must  be  regarded  as  the  principal  aim  of  every  poor  law,  viz.,  the  preservation  of 
human  life. 

(Signed,)  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

To  the  Cleric  of  each  Union. 


Circular  to  Clerks  of  Guardians  respecting  the  persons  relieved,  whose 
husband  or  father  occupies  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  July  5,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  legal  construction  of  the  10th  section  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  adverted  to  in  the  circular  letters  of  the  23rd 
May  and  8th  June  respectively,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  be  furnished  with 
precise  information  of  the  circumstances  of  every  case  in  which  the  wife  or  child 
of  a person  occupying-  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  shall  have 
received,  or  shall  hereafter  receive,  relief  in  or  out  of  the  workhouse. 

A form  of  return,  on  which  such  information  is  to  be  entered,  is  enclosed 
herewith ; and  the  entries  should  be  made  in  the  order  of  date  in  which  the 
several  cases  have  occurred. 

You  will  have  the  goodness  to  bring  this  subject  before  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians immediately,  and  apply  for  a direction  of  the  board  to  each  of  the 
relieving  officers  to  afford  you  such  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  the  return 
as  they  may  be  enabled  to  give  in  reference  to  the  cases  which  have  arisen  in 
their  respective  districts. 

The  Commissioners  will  cause  such  a supply  of  printed  sheets  in  the  form 
annexed  to  be  sent  for  your  use,  as  you  may  from  time  to  time  inform  them  are 
required  for  making  and  keeping  up  the  return  of  the  cases  in  question. 

(Signed,)  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

To  tic  Clerk  of  the  Union. 
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Form  op  report. 
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Signed  this  day  of  184S. 

Clerk  of  the  Union. 


Circular  as  to  the  Quantity  of  Food  to  be  allowed  to  Able-bodied  Men 
receiving  Out-door  Relief. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  May  5, 1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  the  subject  of  the 
quantity  of  food  to  be  allowed  to  able-bodied  men  receiving  out-door  relief,  on 
the  condition  of  their  being  employed  eight  hours  a-day,  at  least,  in  breaking 
stones,  or  other  suitable  employment. 

The  Central  Board  of  Health  having  been  consulted  by  the  Commissioners  on 
this  important  point,  have  stated  their  opinion  that  one  pound  of  meal  is  not 
sufficient  for  an  able-bodied  man  who  is  required  to  work. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Health  have  further  stated,  in  reply  to 
the  inquiries  of  the  Commissioners,  that  the  daily  allowance  to  an  able-bodied 
man,  required  to  work  for  eight  or  ten  hours  each  day,  should  be  not  less  than 
If  lbs.  of  raw  meal,  or  2f  lbs.  of  baked  bread — a scale  which  they  state  may  be 
considered  applicable  to  the  daily  ration  of  oat-meal,  Indian  corn-meal,  or 
•wheaten-meal. 

The  Commissioners  have  deemed  it  right  to  inform  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
of  those  Unions  in  which  out-door  relief  is  afforded  to  able-bodied  men,  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  of  Health  on  this  point,  with  a view  to  assist  them  in  the 
proper  exercise  of  their  important  function  of  determining  the  amount  of  relief 
to  be  afforded  in  individual  cases  of  destitution. 

(Signed,)  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


Circular  prescribing  a Form  of  Workhouse  Vaccination  Register. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  May  18,  1848. 

» Adverting  to  their  circular  of  19th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  supply  of  virus 
for  the  vaccination  of  inmates  of  workhouses  who  require  vaccination,  I am 
directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  the  Directors  of  the  Cow-pock  Insti- 
tution have  expressed  their  desire  to  be  furnished  with  an  annual  report  of  the 
numbers  vaccinated  in  each  workhouse,  the  periods  adopted  for  the  inspection  of 
the  several  cases,  and  such  other  information  concerning  vaccination  as  the 
medical  officers  of  the  workhouses  may  be  able  to  communicate,  which  it  is  con- 
sidered would  materially  assist  in  affording  important  information  as  to  the 
progress  of  vaccination.  _ ..... 

The  Commissioners  accordingly  transmit  herewith  a form  of  register  in  which 
the  requisite  particulars  may  be  recorded ; and  tlie  Commissioners  request  that 
the  medical  officer  of  the  workhouse  may  be  supplied  with  a book,  in  the  accom- 


MisceUaneous. 
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Miscellaneous,  panying  form,  and  be  instructed  to  register  therein  every  case  of  vaccination  by 

him  in  the  workhouse,  in  any  Union  where  the  Guardians  subscribe  to  the  Cow- 

pock  Institution  for  the  supply  of  vaccine  virus. 

The  Commissioners  also  request  that  a return  containing  a summary  of  the 
cases  thus  registered  may  be  furnished  annually  to  this  office,  immediately  after 
25th  March. 

(Signed,)  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

To  the  Clerk  of  each  Union. 


Register  of  Inoculations. 
Workhouse.  Year  18  . 


No. 

Date  of 

Name  of  Person 

Age. 

Appearance  of  the  Arm. 

Vaccination. 

Vaccinated. 

Years. 

Months. 

Days. 

8th  day. 

13th  day. 

Crust. 

Circular  as  to  the  preparatory  steps  to  be  taken  in  Unions  where  Out-door 
Relief  to  Able-bodied  Poor  Persons  shall  be  discontinued. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  July  31,  1848. 

As  the  period  of  harvest  is  approaching,  when  all  orders  of  the  Commis- 
sioners authorizing  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  under  the  2nd  section  of  the 
Irish  Relief  Extension  Act  will  be  discontinued,  the  Commissioners  are  desirous 
of  calling  the  attention  of  all  Guardians  of  Unions  wherein  any  such  order  is  now 
in  force,  to  the  preparatory  steps  which  it  is  advisable  to  adopt  at  the  present 
time. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  number  of  able-bodied  persons  and  their  families 
now  in  the  workhouses  of  such  Unions,  are  a very  considerable  proportion  of  the 
whole ; and  as  in  the  period  which  will  intervene  between  the  issuing  of  the  pre- 
sent circular  and  the  harvest,  a great  diminution  in  the  number  of  inmates  may  be 
expected  to  arise,  by  persons  of  this  class  leaving  the  workhouse,  the  course  which 
the  Commissioners  recommend  is,  that  so  soon  as  inmates  begin  of  their  own 
accord  to  quit  the  workhouse,  the  vacant  room  should  be  made  available,  by 
offering  admission  to  persons  on  the  out-relief  lists  in  cases  where  it  appears 
doubtful  whether  such  persons  will  longer  require  relief.- 

The  Guardians  will  not  hesitate,  in  cases  where  it  is  clear  that  persons  may 
obtain  employment,  or  that  they  will  be  otherwise  in  possession  of  resources,  to 
discharge  them  absolutely  from  the  relief  lists,  whether  receiving  relief  in  or  out 
of  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  leave  the  period  at  which  these  reductions  may  be  safely 
and  properly  effected  to  the  discretion  of  the  Guardians,  requesting  them,  how- 
ever, to  bear  in  mind  that  the  extensive  relief  afforded  in  rations  at  this  season  of 
the  last  year  underwent  a gradual  reduction  from  the  4th  July,  and  was  brought 
to  a close  in  the  majority  of  Unions  throughout  Ireland,  on  the  15th  August. 

(Signed,)  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

To  the  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  Union. 


Circular  to  Boards  of  Guardians  as  to  Collectors’  Bonds. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin , 
Sir,  August  7,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  the  superior  progress 
which  has  been  made  in  the  collection  of  poor  rates  in  Unions  in  which  the 
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collectors  were  bound  to  collect  the  rates  within  a limited  time ; and  being 
anxious  to  secure  generally,  a proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
collector  of  poor  rate,  they  request  the  Guardians  before  issuing  a warrant  for 
the  collection  of  any  new  rate  in  Union,  to  bind  each  collector 

to  collect  the  amount  within  such  a term  (to  be  specified  in  the  bond),  as  shall 
at  the  time  appear  to  be  sufficient  for  the  performance  of  the  duty ; and  in  no 
case  to  receive  a bond  according  to  the  more  general  form,  allowing  an  unlimited 
time  for  the  collection. 

To  effect  this  object,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  new  bonds  executed,  in  case 
of  a present  collector  being  appointed  to  collect  a neAv  rate. 

There  are  several  instances  in  which  the  greater  part  of  a rate  has  been  effi- 
ciently collected  within  three  months. 

A form  of  bond  to  be  used  is  herewith  enclosed.  Additional  forms  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  Mr.  Thom,  87,  Abbey-street,  Dublin. 

(Signed,)  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

To  the  Clerk  of  Union. 


Circular  to  Boards  of  Guardians  respecting  the  Crops. 

Pooi'  Laio  Commission  Office,  Dublin , 

Sir;  August  14,  1848. 

..  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  they  will  be  much 
obliged  to  the  Guardians  of  your  Union,  if  they  will  be  so  good  as  to  furnish 
answers  to  the  questions  herewith  enclosed,  concerning  disease  in  the  potato  crops. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  glad  at  the  same  time  to  receive  information  from 
the  Guardians  respecting  the  condition  of  the  other  crops  in  the  Union. 

(Signed,)  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

The  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  Union. 

Enclosure. 

1.  Has  the  potato  disease  re-appeared  in  your  Union? 

2.  If  yes,  in  how  many  electoral  divisions,  and  in  -which  has  it  appeared? 

3.  In  what  electoral  divisions  has  it  not  appeared? 

4.  What  proportion  of  the  crop  has  been  affected  in  each  electoral  division  in  which 
the  disease  has  appeared? 

5.  For  how  many  months’  consumption  would  the  healthy  portion  of  the  crop  supply 
food? 

6.  What  proportion  of  the  potato  crop  on  the  workhouse  land  is  found  diseased? 


AGRICULTURAL  CROPS,  IRELAND,  1848. 


CIRCULAR  OF  INQUIRY,  TO  POOR  LAW  INSPECTORS. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  August  9,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  transmit  to  them  at  the  close 
of  the  present  week  (by  the  post  which  will  reach  Dublin  on  Monday  next),  a 
concise  statement  of  the  present  appearance  of  the  potato  crop  in  each  electoral 
division,  so  far  as  you  shall  have  had  an  opportunity  of  personal  inspection ; also 
of  the  appearance  of  the  other  crops  of  human  food,  stating  whether  the  extent 
of  the  latter  is  consideredjio  be  as  great,  or  greater,  or  less,  than  usual  in  the 
Union. 

(Signed,)  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


PERMANENT  INSPECTORS’  REPORTS  ON  DISTRICTS  OF  UNIONS. 

r Counties  of  Antrim,  Down,  parts  of  Armagh  and  Londonderry — Mr.  Senior: — 
August  12, 1848. 

Almost  the  whole  potato  crop  in  the  north  has,  during  the  past  week,  become 
affected  with  disease.  With  favourable  weather,  hope  may  be  entertained  that 
a considerable  portion  may  yet  be  saved.  The  oat  crop  i^  a good  one,  and  has 
not  suffered  from  the  late  rains.  The  wheat  crop,  on  the  contrary,  is  a light  one. 


Miscellaneous. 
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Counties  of  Mayo  and  Galway — Mr.  R.  Bourlcc: — August  12,  1848. 

I have  not  left  the  Baltina  Union  during-  the  whole  of  this  week ; but  in  my 
progress  through  various  parts  of  the  Union,  inspecting  the  arrangements  for 
administering  relief,  I have  examined  attentively  into  the  condition  of  the  potato 
crop,  and  have  been  much  concerned  to  sec  the  progress  made  by  the  disease 
within  the  last  six  or  seven  days.  Within  this  period,  the  general  appearance  of 
the  crop  has  entirely  altered,  and  fields  which  a week  ago  wore  healthy  now  show 
every  sign  of  decay.  I fear  that  more  than  one-half  of  the  potato  crop  in  this 
Union  has  already  suffered,  and  I greatly  fear  the  progress  of  the  disease  will  not 
be  soon  arrested.  It  is  difficult  to  say  whether  the  tuber  is  so  much  affected  that 
it  cannot  be  expected  to  afford  wholesome  food,  but  it  seems  quite  certain  that 
even  supposing  the  disease  not  to  extend  to  the  tuber,  and  that  the  potato  should 
keep  as  well  as  it  has  done  during  the  past  year,  yet  that  the  effect  produced  of 
checking  the  growth  of  the  plant  before  the  tubers  have  come  to  maturity,  will 
so  diminish  the  quantity  of  food  that  the  calculations  framed  at  an  earlier  period 
will  prove  quite  erroneous. 

Farmers  are  generally  digging  fast,  and  potatoes  in  Baltina  market  are  selling 
for  between  2d.  and  4 d.  a stone. 

The  weather  has  become  favourable  for  the  last  week,  and  the  corn  crops  are 
looking  well. 


Counties  of  Waterford,  Weaford,  Kilkenny , Carlow — Mr.  J.  Burke  : — 
August  12,  3848. 

I regret  having  to  report  that  the  disease  in  the  potato  crop  has  progressed 
very  much  during  this  week,  the  withered  leaves  and  stalks  emitting  an  unplea- 
sant smell,  caused  by  their  advancing  to  a state  of  decomposition ; at  the  same 
time  I have  remarked  that  in  many  instances  although  a field  appears  to  be 
greatly  damaged,  the  very  next  one  to  it,  or  even  parts  of  the  same  field,  may  be 
affected  in  but  a trifling  degree. 

The  potatoes  brought  to  market  seem  to  be  sound  and  healthy;  and  from  all  I 
can  learn,  but  few  of  them  exhibit  any  marks  of  the  disease. 

My  observations  this  week  apply  to  the  country  extending  from  Enniscorthy 
to  Wexford,  and  from  the  latter  to  Shillelagh,  county  of  Wicklow,  by  Gorey, 
Carnew,  and  Collattin. 


Counties  of  Roscommon,  Longford,  and  Leitrim — Mr.  Flanagan: — A vgust  13,  1848. 

Having  visited,  during  the  past  week,  three  different  Unions  in  the  county  of 
Roscommon — Castlerea,  Boyle,  and  Roscommon — and  traversed  a considerable 
extent  of  country,  I regret  to  state  that  I observed  a very  great  appearance  of 
the  potato  blight,  and  that  in  places  where  last  week  a trace  of  it  was  hardly 
observable. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Longford  the  disease  has  likewise  made  considerable 
advance. 

In  the  Unions  of  Mohill  and  Carrick-on-Shannon,  both  of  which  I likewise 
visited  during  the  week,  the  disease  has  shown  itself  very  generally. 

Though  the  blight  is,  I now  believe,  general,  and  affects  the  entire  crop  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  I see  no  reason  for  changing  the  opinion  I expressed  in 
my  former  reports  on  this  subject,  that  the  disease  is  of  a modified  type,  and  that 
by  far  the  larger  proportion  of  the  “ tubers”  is  still  uninjured. 

The  reports  I have  uniformly  received  from  the  most  experienced  and  practical 
farmers  confirm  this  view. 


Counties  of  Londonderry,  Donegal,  Sligo,  parts  of  Tyrond  and  Leitrim — Mr. 

Otway: — August  15,  1848. 

I regret  to  have  to  state,  that  the  potato  fields  in  the  portions  of  my  district 
I passed  this  last  week  almost  universally  presented  appearances  of  disease  in 
the  stalks,  especially  about  Castlederg;  and  the  blight  has  rapidly  extended 
during  the  last  ten  days ; but  its  effect  is  much  more  apparent  on  the  forward 
and  early  planted  potatoes,  than  on  the  late  planted  potatoes  ; and  as  almost  the 
entire  crop  was  planted  much  earlier  this  year  than  usual,  I still  hope  that 
the  main  crop  has  been  so  far  advanced,  and  was  in  such  a state  of  maturity 
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when  the  stalks  were  blighted,  that  no  material  injury  will  take  place ; and 
I am  strengthened  in  this  hope  by  finding  the  potatoes  dry  in  the  fields 
where  the  stalks  are  completely  blasted,  well-formed,  and  healthy.  . Some 
intelligent  farmers  I have  spoken  to,  however,  fear  that  the  potatoes  will  not 
keep.  The  potatoes  in  bog  and  moory  land  look  much  better  than  those  in 
rich  upland,  or  low  loamy  soils. 

When  I compare  the  state  I saw  the  potatoes  themselves  in  this  time  two 
years,  and  the  state  of  those  I now  get  dug,  and  see  in  the  markets,  I am  led 
to  believe  that  any  failure  this  year  will  be  comparatively  very  light. 


Counties  of  Cavan,  Fermanagh,  Monaghan,  parts  of  Tyrone  and  Louth — 
Mr.  Barron : — August  16,  1848. 

1 have  to  report  progress  with  reference  to  the  state  of  the  crops  in  my 
district,  and  more  particularly  the  potato  crop,  which  is  the  food  of  the  gene- 
rality of  the  people  of  Ireland.  _ ... 

With  regard  to  the  potato  crop,  I am  of  opinion  that  up  to  this  period  the 
disease  is  still  partial.  In  the  county  of  Tyrone,  where  I was  last  week,  I saw 
as  fine  fields  of  potatoes  as  I have  seen  for  many  years ; and  although  the  stalks 
in  some  fields  were  blighted  and  beginning  to  wither,  still  it  was  but  partial. 
Not  so,  however,  in  the  counties  of  Monaghan  and  Cavan,  where  the  disease  is 
evidently  extending.  It  appears  that  the  stalk  begins  to  wither  when  it  has 
attained  a certain  growth ; but  up  to  the  time  I write  I understand  that  the 
potato  itself  is  not  injured.  The  potatoes  having  been  sown  this  year  earlier 
than  usual,  the  impression  is,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  crop  will  be  still 
available — and  in  all  probability,  available  for  human  food  until  the  1st  of 
February  or  March. 

Potatoes  are  now  selling  in  some  parts  of  this  district  from  Id.  to  4 d.  the 
stone,  and  these  of  good  quality. 

The  wheat  crop,  as  I have  already  stated  in  my  previous  reports,  is  light,  and 
I fear,  not  of  good  quality.  The  barley  and  oat  crops  are  good,  and  the  latter 
more  than  an  average  one  ; and  the  flax  and  hay  crops  are  very  heavy. 

Upon  the  whole,  I do  not  despair  of  the  prospects  of  the  approaching  harvest ; 
and  should  the  weather  clear  up,  I have  no  doubt  that — with  the  assistance  ot 
Divine  Providence — it  will  be  at  least  an  average  one. 


Counties  of  Meath,  Westmeath , Kildare,  Dublin,  Wicklow— Captain  Huhand:— 
August  17,  1848. 

The  samples  of  potatoes  herewith  forwarded  have  been  dug  by  myself  from  out 
of  fields  wherein  no  plant  which  I could  see  had  escaped  from  blight  and  black 
spotted  leaves.  I selected  the  very  worst-looking  plants  from  which  to  remove 
the  tubers  ; they  are  all  perfectly  sound,  but  have  not  yet  arrived  at  their  full 
period  of  ripeness.  . . . TT  . 

The  field  from  which  I selected  specimen  A is  m the  Rathdown  Union,  ine 
leaves  and  stems  of  the  plants  are  so  much  blighted  that  they  are  being  pulled 
up  by  order  of  the  proprietor.  These  potatoes  (cups)  were  planted  upon  the  5th 
of  April  after  lea  oats,  from  seed  grown  upon  the  same  estate  in  1847. 

B C and  D are  from  Celbridge  Union.  The  leaves  and  stems  of  the  plants 
from  which  these  were  taken  are  all  blighted — I selected  the  worst  specimens. 
A,  cup  potato,  was  planted  upon  the  15th  of  April,  upon  farm-yard  manure,  after 
lea  oats,  the  seed  was  Scotch.  B,  Irish  lumper,  planted  upon  lea,  20th  April. 
C,  French  seed  from  Normandy,  planted  on  the  1st  of  June,  upon  compost  of 
garden  refuse  and  stable  dung,  in  old  garden  ground. 

All  these  specimens  are  sound,  and  if  there  w'ere  a week  or  two  of  fine  weather 
I am  certain  that  these  crops  would  be  saved,  but  if  the  weather  continues  wet 
they  will  go.  ,nf  ^ 

These  specimens  have  been  dug  this  week.  I have  not  seen  any  held  tree  irom 
blight. 

Counties  of  Limerick,  Clare,  Tipperary,  fyc. — Mr.  Hancock: — August  18,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  I last  week  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians 
at  Kilmallock  and  Rathkeale,  in  the  county  of  Limerick.  Having  observed  the 
potato  fields,  the  stalks  appeared  covered  with  withered  leaves.  One  very  large 
field  of  thirty  acres  belonging  to  John  Croker,  Esq.,  of  Ballinagard,  appeared  a 
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few  weeks  ago  most  luxuriant,  and  on  passiug  last  week  appeared  black,  and  the 
leaves  all  nearly  gone. 

Mr.  Croker  assured  me  at  that  time  the  potatoes  were  not  then  diseased,  as  he 
had  carefully  examined  many  parts  of  the  field. 

This  week  I have  been  to  Ennistymon,  thus  passing  through  a portion  of  the 
county  Clare.  The  potato  fields  present  the  same  appearance  of  withered  leaves, 
and  I was  assured  at  Ennistymon  that  no  doubts  existed  of  the  taint  of  the  tubers. 

I yesterday  visited  the  potato  market  at  Limerick;  there  was  a very  large  supply 
in  the  market,  selling  at  about  4d.  per  stone  of  14  lbs.  I examined  a number  of  the 
cart-loads,  and  in  every  instance  discovered  the  taint  upon  the  skin  of  the  tubers, 
in  some  instances  extending  about  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  deep,  and  extend- 
ing over  the  surface  about  one-third  of  the  tuber.  The  general  impression  with 
the  Guardians  of  this  Union  at  their  meeting  on  Wednesday — and  a very  large 
number  of  Guardians  attended — was,  that  no  doubt  existed  as  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  blight ; but  as  to  the  quantity  likely  to  be  attacked,  or  the  amount 
of  food  likely  to  be  available,  no  possible  calculation  could  at  present  be  formed ; 
the  weather  has  been  so  remarkably  wet  and  unfavourable,  and  the  disease  of 
that  nature  as  to  be  as  little  understood  by  the  practical  growers  of  the  potatoes 
as  on  the  first  year  of  the  attack  of  blight.  The  various  opinions  canvassed  as  to 
what  is  best  to  be  done  to  preserve  what  may  yet  be  untainted — many  parties 
recommend  pulling  the  stalks  and  earthing  up  the  tubers,  others  suggest  cutting 
off  the  tainted  stalks  only ; but,  in  fact,  none  of  the  practical  farmers  have  any 
decided  opinion  upon  the  question. 

The  wheat  in  many  parts  looks  well,  and  is  all  standing,  but  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  much  ripening  going  forward  from  the  want  of  sun  and  dry  weather. 
The  oats  in  some  parts  good,  in  others  very  thin,  but  all  suffering  from  wet.  The 
barley  would  be  a very  good  crop  if  the  weather  was  at  all  favourable. 

Some  fields  of  turnips  and  mangel  look  remarkably  fine,  and  the  grass  lands 
everywhere  good,  and  plenty  of  grass.  Those  fields  intended  for  hay,  however, 
are  suffering  sadly. 

Dr.  Phelan: — -August  12,  1848. 

I regret  that  my  report  on  the  potato  crop  this  week  must  be  more  unfa- 
vourable than  heretofore.  From  Cork  to  Mallow  the  crop  looks  pretty  fair; 
but  several  fields  exhibited  signs  of  the  disease,  at  least  the  stalks  were  becoming 
prematurely  withered.  From  Mallow  to  ICanturk,  all  the  early  sown  fields  have 
become  withered,  and  as  I was  informed  the  potato  itself  in  several  shows  the 
disease ; in  several  fields  the  seed  did  not  grow.  All  around  ICanturk  the 
disease  has  made  more  progress  than  in  any  district  that  I have  gone  through. 
The  land  is  high,  generally,  the  soil  retentive  and  moist,  and  the  cultivation  very 
inferior.  Partly  perhaps  from  these  circumstances,  the  crop  wherever  sown 
looks  badly ; much  of  the  seed  has  missed,  and  a considerable  proportion  of  the 
fields  shows  but  feeble  stalks,  and  of  course  can  afford  but  a small  produce  : 
beside,  there  is  not  only  an  appearance  of  the  disease  in  every  field  early  sown, 
but  the  potatoes  are  actually  diseased  in  them ; and  although  not  in  large  pro- 
portion, it  is  certain  that  in  many  fields  the  root  has  ceased  to  grow,  and  a small 
produce  may  be  expected. 

In  this  district,  and  as  far  as  Broadford,  about  ten  miles  towards  Newcastle, 
even  the  late  sown  crop  is  becoming  withered ; and  from  this  it  is  naturally 
apprehended  that  this  important  portion  of  the  crop  will  be  inconsiderable.  It 
is  to  be  feared  that  this  district  will  suffer  much  from  the  Joss  of  this  crop. 

I went,  into  several  fields  along  the  foregoing  line,  saw  the  potatoes  dug,  and 
saw  that  the  disease  actually  existed,  although  not  to  so  great  an  extent  in  some 
fields  as  was  represented  to  me. 

A respectable-looking  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  stated  in  my  presence  in 
the  board-room,  that  a Mr.  M ‘Sweeny,  residing  about  five  miles  from  Kanturk, 
on  the  road  to  King-William’s-town,  had  a large  potato  field  the  crop  of  which 
was  entirely  destroyed.  Wishing  to  test  this  statement  I went  to  the  field,  the 
stalks  of  which  were  withered;  but  I learned  that  the  family  had  only  dug  'a  few 
on  the  previous  day,  and  that  there  was  not  much  disease  in  them,  as  was  proved 
by  having  some  dug,  which  I brought  to  Kanturk. 

From  Broadford  to  Newcastle  the  crop  looks  much  better,  the  stalks  more 
luxuriant  and  less  free  from  withering.  But  even  here  it  is  stated  that  the 
disease  exists,  and  the  quantity  sown  is  much  less  in  proportion  than  in  the 
other  district.  I saw  none  however  on  this  line. 
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TEMPORARY  INSPECTORS’  REPORTS. 


Miscellaneous. 


Ballina  Union — Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton : — August  12,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  the  potato  disease  has  made  consider- 
able progress  in  every  electoral  division  in  my  district  since  the  beginning  of 
August.  As  yet  it  has  chiefly  shown  itself  in  the  tops ; the  potatoes,  which  are 
of  a tolerable  size,  having  escaped  with  very  few  exceptions.  I trust,  therefore, 
that  a large  amount  of  food  will  be  available  for  consumption ; but  whether  it 
will  keep  sound  for  any  time  is  very  questionable. 

The  appearance  of  the  crop  is  precisely  the  same  as  I remember  it  this  time 
two  years.  In  Belinullet  and  Binghamstown  electoral  divisions  the  smell  of 
decomposed  vegetable  matter  is  very  offensive.  I perceived  the  same  smell 
slightly  in  three  electoral  divisions  which  I visited  to-day.  I have  no  doubt  that 
it  will  be  general  throughout  the  district  by  the  middle  of  next  week. 

I believe  that  I have  always  under-estimated  the  extent  of  this  unfortunate 
crop.  There  are  no  means  at  my  disposal  for  obtaining  any  thing  like  an  accu- 
rate estimate ; but  from  all  accounts  I think  it  cannot  be  far  short  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  quantity  planted  in  prosperous  years. 

Wheat  and  oats  have  never  been  extensively  grown  in  this  district;  I think  there 
is  considerably  less  than  usual  this  year.  What  there  is  looks  well;  but,  generally 
speaking,  neither  crop  would  bear  comparison  with  that  grown  in  other  counties 
in  Ireland.  This  may  be  attributed  to  the  exhausted  state  of  the  land.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  barley,  of  which  there  is  about  the  usual  quantity. 

The  turnip  crop  is  not  nearly  so  extensive  as  last  year.  There  have  been 
some  partial  failures;  but  wherever  any  pains  have  been  taken,  the  crop  looks 
well. 

The  Society  of  Friends  have  500  Irish  acres  cultivated;  a considerable  portion 
of  which  is  under  green  crops.  They  have  in  addition  fifty  acres  of  flax.  The 
former  is  very  much  scattered  through  the  Union. 

I think  that  if  the  potatoes  will  keep,  the  quantity  of  human  food  will  be 
fully  as  great  as  in  former  years,  as  the  turnip  crop  will  more  than  make  up  for 
any  deficiency  in  other  crops. 

P.S. — I annex  the  reports  which  I have  received  from  the  relieving  officers 
for  this  week. 

Enclosures. 

Mr.  Monnelly  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  : — August  9, 1848. 

Kilfian. 

I beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  since  my  last  report  the  blight  in  the  potato  crop  has 
increased  very  much  in  my  district— so  much,  that  scarcely  a stalk  has  escaped.  I am 
of  opinion  that  before  many  days  the  stalks  will  be  all  gone.  The  grain  and  turnip  crops 
are  going  on  well,  with  the  exception  made  in  my  last  report — namely,  Swedish  turnips. 

Mr.  Robinson  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  : — August  10,  1848. 

Kilgarven — Attymass. 

I beg  leave  to  report  that  the  blight  in  the  potato  crop  is  extending  to  a fearful  extent 
in  my  district ; the  disease  has  already  appeared  in  the  potato.  The  other  crops  continue 
to  have  a prosperous  appearance,  and  will  (if  there  be  a good  harvest)  turn  out  abundant. 

Mr.  Putney  to  Mr.  TV.  J.  Hamilton  : — August  9,  1848. 

Lackan — Ballycastle. 

I am  sorry  that  in  my  report  for  this  week  I have  nothing  favourable  to  state  of  the 
potato  crop.  From  what  I have  seen  and  heard  I apprehend  that  there  will  be  a total 
loss  of  the  late  crop  and  serious  injury  to  the  early  one.  I saw  yesterday  the  new  pota- 
toes diseased ; and  the  owner  assured  me  that  his  whole  garden  was  infected  in  the  same 
way.  I have,  however,  seen  very  fine  new  potatoes  not  at  all  infected.  It  appears  the 
disease  had  not  reached  them.  All  the  other  crops  look  very  promising. 

Mr.  M'Donnell  to  Mr.  TV.  J.  Hamilton  : — August  10, 1848. 

Castleconnor — Kilglass. 

I beg  leave  to  inform  you  about  the  present  state  of  the  crops  in  the  above  district. 
The  white  cropB  appear  well  up  to  the  present  date.  The  potatoes  are  failing  very  much 
for  the  last  week;  the  blight  is  appearing  in  every  part  of  the  district ; I do  not  know  one 
field  safe  without  symptoms  of  the  disease.  The  turnips  are  much  complained  of  by  the 
farmers. 

D 2 
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Miscellaneous. 


Mr.  Nolan  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  : — August  11,  1848. 

CrossmoKna  (South). 

I beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I Lave  delayed  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  crops  one 
day,  that  I might  fully  satisfy  myself  as  to  whether  the  disease,  which  almost  withered 
the  stalk,  had  affected  the  potato. 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  my  fears  on  the  subject  arc  now  fully  realized ; the  potato  is 
unfortunately  doomed ; and  if  one-third  the  crop  is  spared  in  this  district,  it  is  as  much  as 
can  be  expected  from  the  present  appearance  of  the  plants. 

The  grain  crops  arc  going  on  well.  Wheat  is  most  luxuriant,  and  promises  an  abundant 
return.  The  breadth  of  land  under  this  crop  is  extremely  small. 

Barley  is  ripening,  and  will  be  ready  for  the  stook  in  ten  days;  the  produce  will  be  a 
fair  average ; but  regret  the  quantity  sown  is  rather  limited. 

Oats  are  now  improving  fast ; the  stalk  is  stretching  and  appearing  more  healthy,  and 
will  be  below  an  average  crop,  but  the  quantity  put  down  is  very  small. 

I think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  I have  good  reason  to  dread  the  result  of  cutting  off 
very  many  persons  now  among  the  working  party ; and  fear  unless  the  Commissioners 
continue  at  least  forty  per  cent,  of  the  able-bodied  men,  neither  life  nor  property  will  be 
safe  for  one  week  after. 

Mr.  He  a to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  : — August  9,  1848. 

Dromore  ( TVe.-tf) — Eashj. 

1 beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  blight  has  commenced  on  the  potato  crop  in  the 
Easley  and  Dromore  (West)  electoral  divisions  to  a great  extent  for  the  last  three  or  four 
days ; the  stalks  have  got  quite  black  in  many  parts  of  my  district.  The  ouly  prospect 
that  I see  is,  the  potatoes  that  were  planted  early  in  the  season ; they  have  some  chance, 
as  the  potatoes  have  grown  to  some  size. 

Mr.  Iviukwood  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  : — August  9,  1848. 

Killcila — Bullysokc.cry. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  blight  has  made  its  appearance  in  the  potato 
crop  in  my  district,  and  appears  to  increase  daily.  The  oats  and  barley  look  well,  and 
promise  to  be  an  average  crop,  as  also  the  green  crops. 

Mr.  O’Malley  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  : — August  10,  1848. 

Ardnaree. 

I beg  leave  to  state  that  since  my  last  report  of  the  state  of  the  crops  in  my  district  the 
potato  crop  is  much  worse.  This  week  the  stalks  arc,  in  every  part  of  tho  district  that  I 
could  sec,  and  also  from  information  I havo  received,  the  greater  part  partially  infected 
again  with  the  blight;  and  in  some  places  the  potatoes  appear  infected  with  the  disease,  and 
some  totally  rotten.  The  green  crops  and  corn  appear  tolerably  well,  and  I havo  no  change 
to  mention  concerning  them  since  my  last  report. 

Mr.  Kino  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  : — Avgust  10,  1848. 

Ballina  ( Town  joortion). 

The  barley  and  oat  crops  about  this  town  look  very  well,  and  promise  to  be  abundant. 
The  potatoes  in  some  places  have  been  attacked  by  the  blight,  and  have  suffered  from  it. 

Mr.  Tigh  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  : — August  11,  1848. 

CrossmolLna  (North). 

I am  sony  to  inform  you  that  the  potato  crop  in  Crossmolina  electoral  division  is  very 
much  diseased ; and  I have  good  reason  to  state  that  my  fears  as  to  the  safety  of  the 
potato  crop  are  now  realized ; another  week  will  destroy  those  not  already  gone ; and  if 
one-fourth  those  put  down  come  to  maturity  we  will  be  most  fortunate. 

The  grain  crop  is  doing  -well,  except  the  oats,  which  are  short  in  tho  stalk  and  by  no 
means  promising. 

Mr.  Anderson  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton: — August  10,  1848. 

Ballina  (Rural  portion). 

The  blight  of  the  potato  crop  continues  to  increase  very  much  in  my  district ; and  I am 
of  opinion  that  the  crop  will  be  totally  lost,  as  the  disease  has  got  to  the  roots,  and  they 
are  now  exhibiting  all  the  symptoms  of  the  former  rot.  I have  seen  potatoes  dug  in  many 
parts  of  the  district  'within  the  past  week ; and  wherever  the  stalks  were  struck  early  the 
potatoes  .arc  diseased.  The  other  crops  in  and  about  tills  locality  arc  looking  remarkably 
healthy  and  good. 

Mr.  MacHale  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hamilton  : — August  9,  1848. 

Backs. 

Having  stated  in  my  last  report  that  the  potato  blight  had  been  much  increasing,  I beg 
leave  to  inform' you  it  is  still  becoming  more  general.  The  stalks  are  all  blighted,  and  the 
potatoes  infected  and  rotting  in  all  parts  of  the  Backs  electoral  division.  All  other  crops 
appear  well ; barley  and  oats  much  better  than  last  year. 
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Ballina  Union — Mr.  R.  Hamilton: — August  12,  1S4S. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  requesting  I would  report 
on  the  appearance  of  the  potato  crop,  &c.,  in  this  district,  I regret  having 
to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  within  the 
last  ten  days  the  blight  has  spread  over  nearly  every  potato  field  in  these  two 
electoral  divisions,  few  of  which  exhibit  the  slightest  appearance  of  green  ; during 
the  same  period  the  disease  has  appeared  to  a considerable  extent  among  the 
tubers,  so  much  so,  that  I have  serious  apprehensions  the  crop  will  be  an  entire 
failure. 

The  corn  crop  looks  well,  but  there  is  a very  small  extent  of  it  as  compared 
with  former  years. 

The  turnip  crop  has  improved  considerably  during  the  last  fortnight,  and  on 
the  whole  I thiuk  it  looks  well. 


Ballinasloe  Union — Major  Stuart: — August  12,  1848. 

I have  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that  in 
every  electoral  division  of  this  Union  the  present  appearance  of  the  potato  crop 
is  bad ; and  having  examined  the  potatoes  in  many  different  spots,  I have  nowhere 
found  them  free  from  disease,  which  has  considerably  increased  since  the  date 
ol  my  last  report. 

The  other  crops  of  human  food  bear  a favourable  appearance,  but  I am  in- 
formed that  their  produce  may  be  expected  to  be  less  than  usual. 


Ballinvobc  Union — Dr.  Dempster: — August  12,  1848. 

I regret  to  inform  you,  that  from  personal  inspection,  as  well  as  reports  from 
the  relieving  officer  of  each  electoral  division,  and  likewise  froin  the  two  super- 
visors of  works,  that  the  potato  has  again  failed.  The  most  promising  and  luxu- 
riant fields  have  in  one  night  become  blighted ; and  on  pulling  up  the  stalks,  the 
tubers,  four  out  of  every  six,  are  diseased ; so  that  no  reliance  can  he  placed  for 
human  food  on  this  esculent  for  the  ensuing  winter. 

The  wheat  crop,  as  far  as  I can  ascertain,  is  only  middling,  and  great  doubts 
entertained  as  to  its  soundness. 

The  oats  are  an  average  crop,  and  good,  generally  speaking.  The  barley 
appears  to  be  the  best  crop  ; but  all  these  grains,  in  quantity,  fall  far  short  of  the 
usual  breadth  of  land  sown  in  this  Union. 

The  most  experienced  farmers,  with  whom  I have  been  speaking  on  the  subject, 
consider  that  all  the  corn  growing,  and  should  the  weather  prove  favourable  to 
get  in  the  harvest,  would  not  afford  provisions  for  the  population  of  the  Union 
beyond  six  months. 

I fear  the  distress  will  be  greater  the  ensuing  winter  than  even  last  year ; for 
I find  that  the  poor  people,  to  procure  seed  potatoes  last  spring,  sold  and  pledged 
all  their  bed-clothes ; and  to  add  to  their  sufferings,  there  is  little  turf  cut  in  the 
country.  . 

The  Central  Relief  Committee  of  the  Society  of  Friends  has  consigned  to 
my  care,  for  distribution  in  the  Union,  a quantity  of  turnip  and  cabbage  seeds,' 
which,  on  arrival,  I shall  dispose  of  to  the  best  advantage  amongst  the  poor 
cottagers  whose  potatoes  are  lost  to  them ; and  although  late  in  the  season,  I 
trust  will  afford  some  relief  in  the  winter. 


Ballysliannon  Union — Mr.  D'A  rcy : — A ugust  13,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  dated  9th  of  August,  I have  the  honour  to  report  the 
state  of  the  crops  generally,  and  potatoes  particularly. 

Ballysliannon  division. — Potatoes  not  much  diseased  in  the  tuber ; the  tops 
diseased,  but  not  considerably.  Turnips  have  improved  wonderfully  the  last  ten. 
days,  and  will  be  in  this  division  a fair  crop.  Wheat  and  oats  promise  an  abun- 
dant yield. 

Bundoran  division  may  be  described  as  favourably  as  Ballysliannon. 


Miscellaneous.- 
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Churchhill,  Devenish,  Boko,  and  Innismacsaint,  are  for  the  most  part  grazing- 
divisions,  but  in  them  the  potatoes  look  pretty  well  and  the  crops  generally.  6 

Kinlough,  Glenade,  Belleek,  and  Ballintra,  present  the  potato  crop  in  a much 
worse  state  than  any  other  divisions,  particularly  that  of  Ballintra,  in  which  the 
tops  or  haulm  is  not  alone  diseased,  but  the  tuber  is  attacked. 

The  quantity  of  land  under  crops  is,  in  my  opinion,  fully  as  great  as  former 
years,  with  the  exception  of  a small  part  of  Ballyshannon  and  Kinlough  divisions. 

Potatoes  occupy  about  two-thirds  of  the  extent  they  .did  previous  to  ] 845,  and 
the  remaining  third  is  sown  with  corn,  turnips,  peas,  or  beans,  as  the  case  may 
be ; of  the  two  last-named  crops  there  is  to  be  found  a sprinkling  in  each  divi- 
sion— the  greatest  quantity  appears  to  be  in  Belleek. 

I do  not  think  there  is  such  ground  for  alarm  in  regard  to  the  potato  as  some 
persons,  apprehend.  It  is  evident  to  the  commonest  observer  the  type  of  the 
disease  is  different  from  1S4G.  In  that  year  when  the  top  was  diseased,  so  was 
the  tuber  ; not  so  now.  I have  seen  the  haulm  absolutely  rotten  and  the  potato 
sound ; at  all  events,  the  crop  is  so  much  earlier  and  more  forward  this  year, 
that  it  must,  if  even  partially  diseased,  still  produce  a very  considerable  quantity 
of  food  ; and  should  this  favourable  change  in  the  weather  continue,  the  corn 
crops  will,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  be  more  than  an  average. 


Bantry  Union — Captain  Gordon: — Anr/ust  12,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  Oth  instant,  I have  the  honour  to 
annex  a concise  statement  of  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  each  electoral 
division  of  this  Union,  and  which  I give  from  my  own  personal  observation. 
The  stalks  have  long  since  become  withered,  and  in  some  gardens  are  now  quite 
gone.  The  tubers  ceased  growing,  and  were  attacked  by  the  disease,  first  in  the 
skm,  gradually  causing  the  destruction  of  the  potato  itself;  which  became  rotten. 
This  rotting  is  increasing  to  an  alarming  extent,  and  in  gardens  where  the  tubers 
were  safe  a week  ago,  they  are  now  one-half  black.  The  late  crop  (but  a small 
proportion  of  the  whole)  is  quite  gone.  My  opinion  is,  that  an  abundant  and  cheap 
supply  will  be  found  until  the  beginning  or  middle  of  December,  from  which  time 
there  will  exist  a vast  amount  of  misery  and  trouble,  which  can  only  be  met  by 
measures  similar  to  those  wliich  I had  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  some  time  ago 
It  would  not  be  fair  upon  the  poor  law  to  attempt  the  relief  of  distress  this 
winter  without  something  of  the  kind.  It  would  be  most  desirable  if  each 
relieving  officer  were  ordered  to  make  out  a correct  census  of  his  division,  by 
townlands,  showing  the  means  of  each  individual.  I cannot  express  to  you  how- 
advantageous  it  would  be.  I have  not  alluded  to  other  crops,  since  the  whole 
country  I may  say  is  under  potatoes.  Not  near  so  much  grain  sown  as  in  former 
years.  Turnips  are  said  to  have  failed  in  some  parts,  but  in  my  opinion  from 
the  ground  not  being  drained. 


Enclosure. 

Kilmmxmirwfftus— Stalks  quite  wittered,  except  about  the  pass  of  Kimaneigh,  where 
they  appear  greener.  Tubers  diseased,  and  rotting  to  an  alarming  extent— about  one-half 
ol  the  crop  already  gone. 

Bantry— Remarks  the  same  as  to  Kilmacommogue.  Tlio  gardens  in  the  eastern  part 
not  so  much  damaged  as  about  Bantry;  many  gardens  almost  entirely  useless  as  human 
recommended  Lord  Bcrehaven  to  dig  up  a large  portion  of  his  garden,  since  the 
potatoes  were  quite  rotten,  and  plant  turnips,  which  he  has  done. 

Bums,  Bast  and  West— This  part  of  the  country  lias  been  longer  attacked  than  about 
uantry,  and  is  therefore  worse — many  gardens  are  quite  gone. 

iLilcronane  This  division  has  also  been  longer  attacked  than  Bantry,  and  many  fields 
are  rotten,  more  especially  on  the  northern  side. 

micaskm—Jhe  crop  has  suffered  much,  but  has  not  boon  so  long  attacked  as  the  other 
parts  ot  the  Union. 

Mra  \ndTo  tt7wcat  o™ ft  m°8t  Sei'iomIy  antl  milnT  gardens  rotten,  especially  about 

Kilmmanyli^ Tho  gardens  hero  were  the  first  attacked  in  tho  Union : and  the  conso- 
0%  was  the  growth  checked,  but  the  tubers,  generally  speaking,  are  rotten, 
moieparticukvly  along  the  southern  part  of  it,  and  at  Gornish. 

j4  ^conenagh— The ^gardens  in  Bere  Island  have  not  suffered  so  much  as  on  the  main- 
I”  +J  ?yet  t0  Say’  tliat  * am  afraid  from  Castleton  to  the  east,  along  the  low  ground, 

™ lh?e:?aTt5rS  of.tHcro1'  m s°ne‘  and  use^eee  as  food.  It,  as  well  as  Krtaama- 
nagh,  was  first  attacked,  and  a heavy  fog  appeared  to  be  the  cause. 
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Extract  from  a letter  from  tlie  Rev.  Thomas  O’Grady,  rector  of  the  parishes  of  Killa- 
conenagh,  Kiluamanagh,  and  Kilcathereen,  dated  Castleton,  Berehaven,  August  11,  1848. 
“ Under  the  strong  impression  that  a famine  is  again  impending  over  this  unfortunate 
country,  I deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  the  present  state  of  the  crops  of  this  district, 
on  my  own  observation  and  that  of  persons  on  whom  I can  place  strong  reliance.  I have 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  late  potato  sowings  are  completely  mined  by  the  blight, 
and  even  the  early  sowings  are  extensively  and  deeply  injured ; and  I firmly  believe,  and 
have  heard  from  trustworthy  persons,  that  they  will  not  afford  food  for  three  months 
longer.  Within  a very  few  days  the  progress  of  the  disease  has  been  quite  alarming,  and 
the  poor  people  are  obliged  to  dig  a large  extent  of  ground  in  order  to  obtain  a meal  for 
their  families.  I need  not  tell  you  that  there  is  very  little  corn  in  this  district,  and  utterly 
inadequate  to  the  support  of  the  people ; and  even  that,  I fear,  is  seriously  injured  by  the 
late  continued  wet  weather ; on  the  whole,  our  prospects  for  the  coming  year  are  gloomy 
in  the  extreme,  and  I would  therefore  entreat  of  you  to  call  the  prompt  attention  of 
Government  to  this  destitute  locality.” 


Cahircivcen  Union — Colonel  Clarke: — August  12,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  I have  the  honour  to  report 
to  you,  that  after  the  most  careful  personal  inspection  and  minute  inquiries,  I am 
compelled  to  believe  that  the  potato  crop  throughout  the  Union  is  all  but  a total 
failure.  The  late  crops,  which  until  within  the  last  week  appeared  healthy,  are 
now  as  much  affected  as  the  others ; and  in  several  instances  I have  found  the 
tubers  not  larger  than  marbles,  perfectly  black  and  rotten,  and  emitting  a most 
offensive  odour. 

There  is  a greater  extent  of  land  sown  with  oats,  barley,  and  turnips  than  usual ; 
but  the  grain  is  becoming  greatly  injured  by  the  continued  wet  weather;  and 
unless  there  be  an  early  change,  I fear  little  of  these  crops  will  be  saved. 

I have  received  a liberal  supply  of  late  turnip  and  cabbage  seed  from  the 
Society  of  Friends,  but  the  ground  is  so  saturated  with  wet  as  to  be  in  a very  bad 
state  for  sowing. 


Carrick-on-Shannon  and  Boyle  Unions— Captain  Wynne August  13, 1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners  the 
following  report  on  the  subject  of  your  communication  of  the  9th  instant,  on  the 
subject  of  the  potato  and  other  crops  of  human  food  in  the  Unions  under  my 
charge. 

I have  paid  the  closest  attention  to  the  subject  for  the  last  three  weeks,  and 
have  made  constant  personal  examination,  both  in  the  fields  and  in  the  markets 
of  the  different  parts  of  my  district  through  which  I have  passed. 

The  result  has  left  rather  a more  favourable  impression  than  on  this  day  week, 
for  the  following  reasons _ . , , 

Although  tlie  leaves  m all  cases,  and  the  stalks  generally,  are  attected,  and 
have  been  so  for  some  time,  the  disease  has  not  as  yet  reached  the  tuber,  except 
in  a few  instances,  and  in  these  no  increase  is  apparent ; on  the  contrary,  several 
fields  which  I have  been  watching  closely,  appear  to  improve.  In  one  field  near 
Carriek,  which  was  thus  first  affected  in  this  country,  I was  present  on  yesterday 
at  the  digging  of  a large  quantity  for  market,  and  in  my  opinion  the  crop  was 
improved ; the  per  centage  of  diseased  tubers  being  two  less  than  on  that  day 

WeNo  increase  of  disease  is  to  be  found  in  the  potatoes  brought  to  market ; but 
as  this  might  be  caused  by  careful  picking,  I examined  many  of  the  fields  while 
being  dug,  when  the  result  was  the  same.  . 

I am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  disease  in  this  district,  though  as  general  as 
that  of  1S46,  is  by  no  means  as  malignant,  at  least  tbe  progress  of  destruction  is 

n°I  thinlt  it°likely  that  a considerable  portion  of  the  early  planting  will  be  saved ; 
but  see  but  one  chance  for  the  late  planting,  viz.,  that,  as  was  found  to  be  the 
case  last  year  where  the  leaves  only  have  been  destroyed  and  the  stalks  still 
continue  sound,  the  circulation  may  go  on,  and  the  tuber  improve  or  grow ; other- 
wise the  late  crop  is  undoubtedly  lost,  and  comprises  three-fourths  of  tlie  entire. 

The  breadth  under  potatoes  in  Boyle  Union  is  considerably  greater  than  that 
under  the  same  crop  in  Carrick-on-Shannon;  the  former  may  be  estimated  at 
one-third  of  that  of  1845  and  1846,  while  the  latter  is  not  more  than  one-fifth. 
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The  breadth  of  land  under  white  crops  is  greater  in  Carrick-on-Shannon  than 
in  Boyle  Union;  and  may  be  estimated  at  one-half  that  of  last  year  in  the  former 
Union,  and  one-third  in  the  latter. 

The  white  crop  appears  promising,  with  the  exception  of  the  wheat,  which 
has  generally  suffered  slightly  from  blight ; it  will  be  a short  crop ; oats  good,  and 
an  average  crop  ; barley  good,  also  average ; turnips  scarcely  any,  and  bad;  other 
green  crops,  none. 

From  the  general  embarrassment  amongst  the  small  farmers,  and  the  fears 
they  entertained  of  their  crops  being  distrained  by  landlords  or  collectors,  or  both, 
immediately  on  being  severed,  as  well  as  from  a natural  preference  for  the  potato, 
they  sowed  the  latter  crop  to  almost  the  full  extent  of  their  means;  considering 
that  they  might,  under  the  existing  law,  enjoy  the  entire  produce  while  they  con- 
tinued to  hold  the  land,  raising  the  crop  as  they  required  it  for  use — hence  a 
certain  deficiency  in  the  white  crop. 

Boyle  Union. 

Sliancough,  Kilmactranny , Kcadcio — Potato  crop,  black — no  material  injury  to 
tubers  as  yet — late  crop  apparently  lost.  White  crops  promising  well ; wheat 
slightly  injured  by  blight,  and  a short  crop;  oats  and  barley  average;  turnips  few 
and  bad ; white  crop  one-third  of  last  year’s. 

Ardcarn,  Boyle , Rockingham — Early  potato  crop,  very  black  ; five  per  cent,  in 
some  cases  diseased,  not  extending  to  the  tubers;  late  crop  apparently  lost. 
White  crops  good,  with  the  exception  of  wheat,  slightly  blighted,  and  a short 
crop ; oats  and  barley  average ; turnips  few  and  bad ; white  crop  one-half  of  last 
year’s. 

Brcedogc,  Croghan,  Ballinamccn,  Shankhili ■ — Potato  crop,  black;  tubers  as  yet 
tolerably  safe;  late  planting  very  unpromising.  White  crops  good,  and  average; 
turnips  few  and  bad ; white  crop  one-third  of  last  year’s. 

Ballinafad , Toomour,  Kilshalvy — Potato  crop,  black ; tubers  more  affected  than 
elsewhere ; five  per  cent,  diseased;  late  crop  very  bad.  White  crops  average,  and 
in  breadth  one-third  of  last  year’s ; wheat  slightly  blighted ; turnips  few  and  bad. 
In  this  district  the  potato  crop  is  more  extensive  than  in  any  locality  which 
I have  seen  this  year,  and  is  looking  very  badly ; a large  proportion  was  sown 
the  end  of  May  or  beginning  of  June ; the  tubers  as  yet  not  much  affected. 

Cakbick-on-Shannon  Union. 

Drumreilly,  Drumshamlo,  Kes/icarrigan — The  potato  crop  generally  affected  in 
leaves  and  stalks,  but  not  to  any  extent  in  the  tubers.  White  crops  looking  well, 
and  two-thirds  the  breadth  of  last  year’s.  Turnips  but  few,  and  tolerably  good. 

Caniclc-on-Shannon,  Tumna,  Leitrim,  Killukin,  Drumsna — Potato  crop  generally 
affected  as  above  ; the  tuber  safe  as  yet.  White  crop  one-half  of  last  year’s,  and 
generally  promising  Avell ; wheat  short ; oats  and  barley  average ; turnips  few 
and  bad. 

Kilmore,  Creme,  Aughrim — Potato  crop  as  above.  White  crop  one-half  of  last 
year’s  extent,  and  good ; wheat  short ; oats  and  barley  average ; turnips  few 
and  good. 

j Etjj/iin,  Kilglass , Gillstoum — Potato  crop,  black  in  every  field;  tubers  consider- 
ably affeqted ; early  crop  lost.  White  crops  looking  well,  and  in  extent  one-half 
of  last  year’s;  wheat  average;  oats  and  barley  broad  crops;  turnips  few  and 
tolerably  good. 


Cashel  Union — Mr.  Robinson: — August  12,  1848. 

I regret  that  the  report  I have  to  make  upon  this  subject  is  now  most  un- 
favourable. During  the  last  week  the  disease  has  increased  to  a very  great 
extent,  and  there  is  no  part  of  the  Union  in  which  it  has  not  appeared. 

I require  the  relieving  officers  to  furnish  me  with  a weekly  statement  of  the 
appearance  of  the  potato  crop  in  each  district ; and  I have  the  honour  to  annex, 
for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  an  extract  from  the  last 
reports  I have  received  from  them  upon  this  subject. 

With  respect  to  the  other  crops.  The  oats  and  barley  have  a very  promising 
appearance,  and  I am  given  to  understand  that  the  quantity  sown  exceeds  that 
of  other  years ; but  I am  sorry  to  say  that  the  contrary  is  the  case  with  respect 
to  the  wheat : it  is  exceedingly  thin  ; and  the  farmers  consider  the  crop  bad. 
I believe  also  that,  in  extent,  it  is  considerably  less  than  is  usually  the  case  in 
this  part  of  the  country. 
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Enclosure. 

Extract  of  reports,  respecting  tlie  state  of  the  potato  crop,  received  from  the  relieving 
officers  of  the  Cashel  Union  upon  August  10,  1848. 

Ballysheehan — The  disease  in  the  potato  crop  has  increased  so  much  this  week,  that 
the  part  affected  is  about  one-fourth  of  the  whole. 

Ardmayle  and  Gaile — The  disease  has  appeared  in  the  early  potatoes  in  the  leaf,  and 
in  some  few  instances  in  the  root. 

Magorban  and  Tullamaine — The  disease  in  the  potato  has  exceedingly  increased 
during  the  week,  so  much  so,  that  the  proportion  seems  to  be  about  one-half  or  two-thirds 
of  the  whole. 

Kilpatrick — The  potato  disease  has  increased  very  much  during  the  week,  and  the 
potato  shows  more  of  the  black  disease  than  before ; the  late  crops  are  also  affected. 

Clonoulty  and  Clogher — The  potato  disease  has  appeared  so  much  since  last  week,  that 
about  one-third  of  the  whole  crop  seems  affected. 

Cloneen  and  Kiltinan — The  potato  disease  has  appeared  in  both  leaf  and  root,  hut  has 
not  increased  to  any  great  extent,  since  last  week ; about  one-eighth  of  the  crop  seems 
affected. 

Fethard — The  disease  has  appeared  in  the  leaf,  and  in  some  few  instances  in  the  root ; 
it  has  increased  in  the  early  potatoes  since  last  week. 

Killenaule  and  Graystown — The  disease  has  increased  so  much  during  the  week,  that 
the  part  affected  bears  a proportion  of  about  one-tenth  of  the  whole  crop. 

Peppardstoiun  and  Drangan — The  disease  has  increased  very  much  during  the  last 
week  in  both  the  leaf  and  root  of  the  potato. 

Knockgrajfon — The  disease  has  spread  wonderfully  during  the  last  week,  so  much  so, 
that  • I would  say  fully  three-fourths  of  the  entire  crop  is  now  diseased.  I have  seen  a 
quantity  dug,  and  some  were  already  turning  sour. 

Casliel — With  regard  to  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  my  district,  I have  to  report  a 
general  blight  in  the  stalk,  and  a partial  taint  in  the  potato  itself. 


Castlebar  Union — Captain  Fairen : — August  13,  1848. 

I visited  six  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union  during  the  week,  viz.,  Turlough, 
Strade,  Breafy,  Drum,  Castlebar,  and  part  of  Ballyhean,  and  regret  to  state 
that  the  potato  disease  is  progressing  steadily  in  all ; the  different  stages  of  the 
disease  are  developing  themselves  in  regular  succession,  and  tlie  effect  is  lament- 
ably visible  in  every  field. 

Turlough  electoral  division  was  visited  on  the  8th  instant. — Every  potato  field 
diseased ; some  slightly,  others  very  much  so.  The  effluvia  from  some  of  the 
fields  was  very  offensive.  The  early  potatoes,  though  in  appearance,  so  far  as  the 
plant  is  concerned,  the  worst,  have  not  yet  suffered  much  -in  the  root,  a small 
portion  only  beiug  found  diseased,  the  disease  not  having  yet  had  sufficient  time 
to  attack  the  bulb.  The  late  potato  crop  is  worthless — the  plant  has  been  checked 
in  its  growth,  and  will  not  come  to  maturity. 

The  grain  crops  are  doing  well ; there  is  not  the  same  quantity  of  grain  grown 
as  in  ordinary  years.  ... 

Strade  electoral  division  visited  8th  instant. — Not  a field  has  escaped  the 
potato  disease — all  over  were  affected  more  or  less ; and  all  accounts  agree  in 
the  conclusion,  that  the  late  potato  crop  is  lost.  The  early  potatoes  are  not  in  all 
instances  diseased,  but  the  plants  are,  and  the  disease  in  the  leaves  and  branches 
is  gradually  extending  to  the  stem  and  root. 

The  grain  crops  are  doing  well ; but  in  many  instances  the  oat  crop  is  thin, 
particularly  amongst  the  small  holders,  whose  land  has  been  exhausted  by  a suc- 
cession of  grain  crops.  The  breadth  of  land  sown  with  grain  is  not  equal  to  that 
of  ordinary  years ; and  that  sown  with  potatoes  is  less  by  at  least  one-fourth. 

Breafy  electoral  division.— The  potato  disease  in  this  district  has,  if  possible, 
progressed  more  rapidly  than  in  the  others.  As  an  illustration  I will  give  two 
instances  out  of  many.  The  disease  in  field  numbered  2 in  my  report  of  the 
6th  instant,  which  was  not  so  advanced  as  in  other  plots  inspected  on  the  2nd, 
has  now  reached  the  stalks  of  the  plants,  and  apparently  checked  their  growth. 
On  the  occasion  alluded  to  I dug  up  three  plants  in  the  field,  and  found  one  only 
diseased  at  the  root,  and  that  slightly.  On  the  9th  I dug  in  a straight,  line 
across  all  the  ridges  (twenty-three),  taking  up  one  plant  selected  at  random  on 
each  ridge,  and  found  only  one  free  from  disease  at  the  root ; and  in  that  case  the 
stem  had  been  separated  from  the  root  by  a worm  or  slug,  which  had  eaten 
through  the  stem.  In  some  cases  all  the  potatoes  were  diseased ; in  others,  one 
or  two  only.  The  produce  was  not  considerable,  and  the  potatoes  generally 
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small.  All  the  early  fields,  however,  are  not  so  bad  as  this  one.  With  regard  to 
the  late  crop,  I will  take  field  numbered  14  in  my  report  of  the  6th  instant  : 
this  field  was  sown  on  the  1 1th  May.  When  I visited  it  on  the  9th  instant  I 
walked  in  a diagonal  line  across  the  ridges,  and  in  each  ridge  selected  the  plant 
which  appeared  the  least  affected,  one  in  every  ridge,  caused  them  to  be  duo- 
up,  and  found  as  follows : — 


1st 

ridge- 

-only  1 potato,  size  of  a marble. 

2nd 

do. 

„ 1 

do.  do. 

3rd 

do. 

„ 2 

do.  do. 

4th 

do. 

„ 1 

do.  do. 

5th 

do. 

„ 1 

do.  do. 

6th 

do. 

„ 2 

do.  do. 

7th 

do. 

„ 3 

do.,  one  of  which  somewhat ' 
the  others. 

8th 

do. 

„ 2 

do.,  very  small. 

9th 

do. 

„ 2 

do.  do. 

10th 

do. 

2 

do.,  size  of  a marble. 

11th  do. 
12th  do. 


nothing, 
only  1 


iAbu  uu.  umy  jl  do.,  a little  larger  than  a marble. 

This  illustrates  the  state  of  the  late  or  field  potato  crop,  which  amounts  to  at 
least  one-half  of  the  whole  crop — it  is  worthless. 

The  grain  crops  in  this  district  are  doing  well ; but  in  some  instances  the  oat 
crop  is  exceedingly  poor  and  thin.  There  are  cases,  and  those  not  few  in  number, 
in  which  the  oat  and  wheat  crop  is  growing  on  land  from  which  two  crops  of 
grain  in  succession  have  been  already  taken.  Where  the  land  has  not  been 
exhausted  by  such  a process  as  this,  the  crop  is  good. 

r In  Drum  electoral  division,  visited  the  9th  instant,  the  same  remarks  apply. 
The  potato  crop  exceeds  that  of  last  year ; but  is  scarcely  more  than  one-half 
that  of  ordinary  years.  The  greater  portion  of  the  crop  was  sown  after  the  middle 
of  May,  the  loss  therefore  will  be  very  great. 

Not  so  much  oats  sown  as  usual ; rather  more  wheat  than  usual ; about  the 
same  quantity  of  barley,  and  a greater  quantity  of  rye. 

Balhjhean  electoral  division. — About  two-thirds  the  usual  quantity  of  potatoes 
sown  this  year,  as  compared  with  ordinary  years,  and  about  one-half  was  sown 
.early ; the  late  crop  is  lost ; and  if  the  disease  continues  its  ravages,  a consider- 
able portion  of  the  early  crop  will  be  useless. 

The  grain  crops  generally  are  doing  well.  The  total  quantity  of  grain  sown 
may  be  estimated  at  about  one-third  or  one-fourth  less  than  in  ordinary  years. 

Castlebar  electoral  division. — The  grain  crops  are  doing  well.  It  is  estimated 
that  rather  more  than  one-half  the  usual  quantity  of  oats  has  been  sown ; about 
as  much  barley ; less  wheat ; a greater  quantity  of  turnips— but  a considerable 
portion  of  the  latter  have  failed. 

With  regard  to  the  potato  crop,  a considerable  portion  was  sown  late,  upwards ' 
ol  one-halt  tor  which  there  is  no  hope  whatever.  The  disease  has  also  reached 
the  roots  of  some  of  the  early  potatoes,  but  at  present  not  to  a great  extent ; all 
the  plants  are  however  affected.  The  total  quantity  of  potatoes  planted  is  less 
than  m ordinary  years.  1 

The  foregoing  are  the  only  districts  which  I was  enabled  to  visit  during  the 
Ituatal  1 h“d  &0m  mquiries  that  the  other  electoral  divisions  axe  similarly 

Looking  at  the  prospects  of  the  Union  generally,  the  condition  of  the  potato 
crop  is  a source  of  much  alarm.  All  the  hopes  and  efforts  of  the  people  were  ■ 
directed  to  the  re-introduction  of  this  plant : the  most  extraordinary  exertions 
were  made  m tile  spring  to  put  a crop  in  the  ground;  and  it  may  he  estimated 
tnat  nearly  three-fourths  the  usual  breadth  of  land  was  sown  with  the  potato. 
Although  a great  portion  of  the  crop— indeed  more  than  the  usual  portion— was 
planted  early,  the  great  bulk  of  it  was  set  after  the  beginning  of  May.  This 
(the  late  portion)  is  utterly  lost-the  growth  of  the  plant  has  been  checked,  and 
the  produce  will  not  come  to  maturity.  The  early  potatoes  have  not  suffered 
muen  yet,  but  the  disease  is  progressing  steadily— the  leaves  and  branches  of  the  ■ 
plant  have  fallen  before  its  ravages,  and  it  is  now  descending  the  stem  ; already 
some  o e potatoes  have  been  touched,  and  at  every  inspection  the  number  so 
fore  be  also  iisdess°  ^ increaseci : a S1®**  portion  of  the  early  crop  will,  there- 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


27 


Generally,  the  grain  crops  are  doing  well ; but  in  many  instances,  particularly  Miscellaneous 
amongst  small  holders,  the  oat  crop  is  light  and  thin,  successive  crops  of  grain 
having  been  taken  from  the  same  field.  Wheat  and  barley  are  satisfactory, 
except  where  planted  on  the  stubbles  of  the  former  season — not  an  unfrequent 
occurrence.  The  rye,  of  which  a much  greater  quantity  has  been  planted  than 
usual,  is  the  best  in  appearance  : it,  however,  bears  a very  small  proportion  to 
the  rest  of  the  grain  crop.  The  people  are  beginning  to  see  the  advantage  of 
this  description  of  crop,  and  its  applicability  to  the  land  in  the  Union,  few  farms 
being  without  the  sour  swampy  spots  in  which  it  will  flourish.  The  whole 
breadth  of  land  sown  with  grain,  however,  is  not  equal  to  that  of  ordinary  years ; 
all  the  energies  of  the  people  were  directed  to  the  potato,  and,  moreover,  they 
had  not  the  soil  for  the  oat  crop — all  who  could,  planted  potatoes,  and  many  sold 
their  only  cow  to  purchase  seed : still  there  is  land  left  waste,  and  many  who 
have  neither  land  nor  sowing. 

On  a careful  revision  of  all  these  circumstances,  it  cannot  but  be  apparent 
that  the  produce  of  the  harvest  in  the  district  will  be  utterly  insufficient  for  the 
support  of  the  people  for  the  next  twelve  months ; and  that,  weighed  down  as 
they  have  been  by  want  and  destitution,  there  is  now  before  them  the  prospect 
of  a famine,  even  more  dire  and  horrible  than  those  which,  during  the.  last  two 
years,  called  forth  the  utmost  vigour  of  the  government,  and  the  charity  of  the 
less  afflicted  and  more  wealthy  portions  of  the  empire,  in  their  behalf. 


Castlerea  Union — Mr.  Auclmuty: — August  12,  1848. 

I beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  from  my  own 
observations  and  from  every  inquiry  I have  made  the  potatoes  are  diseased  in 
every  electoral  division  in  this  Union.  The  only  grain  crop  sown  here  is  oafs, 
and  there  is  not  near  the  quantity  grown  this  season  there  was  last  year.  Turnips 
were  the  only  green  crop  the  poor  sowed,  and  they  were  cut  off  by  the  fly.  I beg 
to  forward,  for  further  information,  a return  from  each  relieving  officer  in  the 
Union. 

Enclosures. 

Mr.  Coury  to  Mr.  Auchmuty  : — August  10,  1848. 

In  answer  to  the  questions  put  by  James  Auchmuty,  Esq.,  Government  Inspector,  relative 
to  the  growth  or  appearance  of  the  crops,  I have  to  state  from  the  present  appearance  of 
the  potato  crop  I consider  it  gone  ; the  leaves  and  stalks  have  got  black  and  withered,  and 
the  potatoes  are  getting  spotted. 

I consider  there  is  only  half  the  quantity  of  oats  that  was  sown  last  year,  and  is  considered 
it  will  be  short,  and  not  as  good  as  the  last  year’s  growth. 

The  turnips  have  failed  in  a great  many  instances. 

Mr.  Betagii  to  Mr.  Auchmuty  : — August  10,  1848. 

In  answer  to  the  queries  put  by  James  Auchmuty,  Esq.,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  relative  to 
the  present  appearance  of  the  potato  crop  in  each  electoral  division  of  the  Castlerea  Union, 
and  also  of  the  appearance  of  the  other  crops  of  human  food,  I beg  leave  to  state  that 
in  the  electoral  division  of  Castlerea  the  potato  crop  has  been  attacked  by  the  blight 
just  similarly  to  that  of  the  year  1846  ; it  has  made  its  appearance  first  in  the  leaf,  from 
. thence  to  the  stalk,  and  am  told  by  all  of  whom  I inquire  that  it  has  made  its  way  to  the 
potato. 

The  other  crops  of  human  food  in  this  electoral  division  are  most  commonly  oats,  rye, 
and  field  turnips.  The  oat  crop  is  much  less  in  extent  than  in  the  years  1846  and  1847, 
but  not  much  inferior  in  appearance  ; not  being  so  much  acquainted  with  the  rye  crop  in 
.this  division  as  in  other  divisions  of  this  Union  it  is  rather  limited  in  extent ; of  the  turnip 
' I will  say  nothing,  but  that  they  are  a complete  failure. . There  is  another  species  of  human 
food,  the  parsnip,  of  which  I am  sorry  to  say  is  entirely  forgotten  in  this  as  well  as  in  every 
other  division  of  the  Castlerea  Union. 

Mr.  Thomas  to  Mr.  Auchmuty  : — August  10,  1848. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  Poor  Law  Inspector,  James  Auchmuty,  Esq.,  I have  to 
.state  that  the  potato  crop  from  the  present  appearance  is  gone  beyond  what  could  be  con- 
sidered recovery,  the  stalk  quite  black,  similar  to  former  years,  and  the  potato  in  many 
instances  showing  the  former  disease.  The  com  crop,  the  only  grain  crop  (with  very  few 
exceptions)  in  the  division,  not  quarter  the  extent  of  other  years,  owing  to  the  anxiety  of 
rearing  a potato  crop,  by  which  the  people  lost  all  their  time  and  manure ; and  the  green 
crop  (although  extensively  attempted)  has  failed,  whether  from  bad  seed  or  other  causes  is 
not  well  known ; but  with  two  or  three  exceptions  with  respectable  farmers,  the  poor  have 
none,  no  other  green  crop  in  this  electoral  division. 
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Mr.  Cotton  to  Mr.  Auciimuty  : — August  10,  1848. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiries  respecting  the  state  of  the  crops  in  the  electoral  division  of  Gla- 
namodda,  I beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  from  the  present  appearance  of  the  potato  crop 
it  is  considered  past  any  hope  of  recovering  the  effects  of  the  late  blight.  The  stalks  are 
becoming  daily  quite  withered  and  black,  and  in  some  instances  the  potatoes  have  been 
found  diseased  in  the  ground.  As  regards  the  late  potato  crop,  it  is  quite  gone,  and  of 
no  value  whatsoever. 

The  oat  crop  is  in  general  very  light,  and  will  not,  it  is  considered,  average  last  year’s 
return. 

There  is  a small  portion  of  rye  and  here  in  the  electoral  division,  which  in  many 
instances  is  very  deficient. 

On  the  whole,  as  far  as  I can  learn,  the  grain  crop  will  not  ho  so  productive  as  last 
season. 

Thft-o  has  been  a considerable  quantity  of  turnips  planted,  hut  almost  in  every  instance 
they  have  failed.  

Mr.  Waldron  to  Mr.  Auciimuty: — August  10,  1848. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  state  of  the  crops  in  the  electoral  division  of  Bekan 
I have  to  state,  that  there  is  an  appearance  of  the  greatest  blight  in  the  potato  crop,  the 
stalks  quite  black  in  most  cases.  The  corn  crop  not  near  so  abundant  as  it  had  been  in  the 
years  1846  and  1847,  as  the  people  in  general  depended  on  the  potato  crop,  in  the  hope 
that  there  would  be  no  failure  in  the  present  crop  of  potatoes. 

The  turnip  crop  has  been  destroyed  by  the  fiy,  unless  what  was  put  down  in  the  end  of 
July. 

Mr.  Bourns  to  Mr.  Auciimuty  : — August  10,  1848. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  Inspector  of  the  Boor  Law  Commissioners,  James  Aucii- 
muty, Esq.,  I have  to  state  that  the  potato  crop,  from  the  present  appearance,  is  gone 
beyond  any  hope  of  coming  to  any  perfection,  or  being-  of  any  use  ; the  tops  quite  black, 
and  the  potatoes  in  some  plots  gone  past  use. 

The  oat  crop,  the  only  corn  crop  in  my  divisions,  not  quarter  the  extent  of  hist  ycav,  and 
that  same  in  general  very  bad. 

The  turnip  crop  quite  a failure  among  the  poor,  only  one  or  two  gentlemen  having  any 
in  my  electoral  divisions. 

Mr.  O’Brien  to  Mr.  Auciimuty  -.—August  10,  1S48. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiries  respecting  the  present  appearance  of  the  crops  in  the  elec- 
toral district  of  Ballintubber,  I beg  leave,  to  inform  you  with  regard  to  the  potato  crop  that 
it  is  considered,  from  the  present  appearance  of  the  blight  on  the  stalks,  that  the  potato 
will  be  lost.  And  with  regard  to  the  grain  crops  they  aro  in  general  deficient,  both  in 
extent  of  tillage  and  growth,  to  what  they  were  in  the  year  18-17.  There  are  no  <n-ccn 
crops  in  this  district  of  any  consequence. 

Mr.  Erins  to  Mr.  Auciimuty. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  crops  in  the  Ballyhaunis  division,  I have  to  state  that 
the  potato  crop,  from  the  present  appearance,  is  gone  beyond  what  may  ho  considered 
recovery;  the  tops  quite  black,  and  the  root  becoming  black.  The  only  corn  crop  in 
this  division  is  oats,  with  the  exception  of  a few  acres  of  wheat.  The  oat  crop  less  than 
last  year.  The  turnip  crop  quite  a failure.  No  other  green  crops  in  this  division. 

Mr.  IIeydon  to  Mr.  Auciimuty  : — August  11,  1848. 

I am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  appearance  of  the  potato  crop  cannot  ho  much  worse 
than  it  presently  shows  in  my  neighbourhood,  as  also  in  all  my  travels  through  my  walk  in 
my  electoral  division ; the  stalk  is  quite  withered,  and  a great  portion  of  the  potatoes  black 
■and  faulty,  and  much  au  earlier  appearance  of  continuing  so  than  there  had  been  last 
season.  Ihere  is  a great  failure  in  the  turnip  crop  ; and  as  to  oats  and  other  crops,  it  is 
considered  that  there  is  a.  great  portion  of  it  blind  and  smutty,  which  I have  remarked  in 
different  parts  in  my  division.  There  is  not  such  a quantity  of  oats  or  other  green  crops  in 
the  Union  as  had  been  last  season. 

Mr.  Kilbride  to  Mr.  Auciimuty  -.—August  10,  1S48. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  regards  the  state  of  the  crops  in  the  Castleplunket  electoral 
division,  .1  beg  to  state  that  the  appearance  of  the  potato  crop' is  an  entire  failure,  being 
at  this  moment  all  withered ; the  disease  of  last  year  making  its  appearance  in  many 
instances.  The  oat  crop  very  much  short  of  the  last  year’s  sowing.  No  other  grain  crop  in 
that  electoral  division.  No  turnips  at  all  grown  by  the  poorer  class— all  a failure.  No 
other  green  crop  sown  with  us.  • 

Mr.  Dillon  to  Mr.  Auohmuty  : — August  10,  1848. 

In  reply  to  the  queries  put  by  the  Inspector  of  tho  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  James 
Auchmuty,  Esq.,  I have  to  state,  from  the  present  appearance  of  the  potato  crop,  that  I 
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consider  it  gone,  , as  the  leaves  and  stalks  have  got  black  and  withered,  and  the  potatoes  are 
getting  spotted. . .. 

I consider  there  is  only  half  the  quantity  of  oats  that  was  sown  last  year,  and  it  is  con- 
sidered that  will  he  short,  and  not  as  good  as  last  year’s  crop. 

The  turnips  have  in  a great  many  instances  failed. 

Mr.  Dillon  to  Mr.  Aucuskjty  '.—August  10,  1848. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  state  of  the  crops  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Bal- 
laghaderreen  and  Castlemore,  I have  to  state  that  there  is  an  appearance  of  the. greatest 
blight  in  the  potato  crop  ; the  stalks  quite  black  in  most  cases.  The  corn  crop  not  near 
so  abundant  as  it  had  been  in  the  years  1846  or  1847,  as  the  people  in  general  depended 
on  the  potato  crop,  in  the  hope  that  there  would  be  no  failure  in  the  present  crop. of 
potatoes.  The  turnip  crop  has  been  destroyed  by  the  fly,  unless  what  was  put  down  in 
the  end  of  July.  


Mr.  Wangle  to  Mr.  Auchmdty  : — August  11, 1848. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  day,  calling  for  a concise  statement  of  the 
present  appearance  of  the  potato  crop  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Ballymac  and  Ballina- 
kill,  I beg  to  state  that  it  is  most  unfavourable.  I this  day  examined  several  fields  of 
potatoes,  and  found  them  much  affected  with  the  former  disease ; and  in  one  particular 
field,  near  Gluisk,  I pulled  some  stalks  that  Last  week  had  no  appearance  whatever  of 
disease,  and  they  were  greatly  injured  ; and  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  every  day  shows 
more  symptoms  of  the  general  failure  altogether  of  the  crop. 

The  other  crops  of  human  food  I believe,  as  far  as  could  he  ascertained,  are  not  to  be 
considered  as  great  as  last  season ; but,  so  far  as  I have  seen,  their  appearance  shows 
well. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state,  that  the  turnip  crop  has  considerably  failed  this  season ; 
and,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  general  opinion  that  prevails  is,  that  this  harvest 
indicates  nothing  but  distress. 

Mr.  Wynne  to  Mi1.  Auchsiuty: — August  11,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  day,  calling  for  a concise  statement  of  the 
present  appearance  of  the  potato  crop  in  the  electoral  division  of  Kilkorrin,  I beg  to  state 
that  it  is  most  unfavourable.  I have  examined  several  fields,  and  found  them  much 
affected  with  the  former  disease.  I have  seen  stalks,  that  last  week  had  no  appearance 
whatever  of  disease,  that  are  now  withered. 

The  other  crops,  as  far  as  I can  ascertain,  arc  not  considered  as  great  as  last  season, 
but  their  appearance  shows  well. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  state,  that  the  turnip  crop  has  considerably  failed  this  season. 

Mr.  Gilfoyle  to  Mr.  Auchmuty  r — Avgust  11,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  relative  to  the  potato  crop  I beg  to  state,  that  although  few  of 
the  tubers  have  as  yet  suffered  materially:  yet  the  stalks  show  such  symptoms  as  to  make 
us  dread  the  result ; at  all  events,  their  future  growth  has  been  certainly  so  chocked  as  to 
prevent  their  coming  to  perfection. 

As  to  the  other  crops  of  human  food,  there  are  none  but  grain,  with  the  exception  of 
very  few  patches  of  turnips,  which  have  succeeded ; and  of  the  grain  itself,  I think  wo  are 
this  year  one-third  short,  in  comparison  to  last  year. 

This  is  my  opinion,  so  far  as  the  Templetogher  electoral  division  is  at  present  circum- 
stanced. 


Cavan  and  Cootchill  Unions — Captain  Ilotham : — August  12, 1848. 

In  forwarding  the  return  which  was  required  of  the  state  of  the  potato  crop 
in  the  several  electoral  divisions,  I may  simply  state,  that  I fear  a large  propor- 
tion of  this  crop  will  be  entirely  lost,  most  of  the  stalks  being  atfected,  and  the 
disease  extendiug  to  the  root. 

The  oats  however  look  remarkably  well,  and  if  fine  weather  continues  will 
prove  abundant. 

Wheat  and  turnips  are  not  generally  green  in  this  district. 

Enclosure. 

Cavan — Almost  all  the  fields  are  more  or  less  affected. 

Ballyliaise — Almost  all  the  fields  are  more  or  less  affected. 

New  Inn — No  personal  knowledge.  Relieving  officer  states,  stalks  are  black,  but  potatoes 
not  much  injured. 

Stradone—DiBQUse  appears  very  general. 

Butler’  s-bridge,  Belturbet,  Drumlane,  Kilconny—1  have  not  been  in  these  divisions  for 
some  days.  The  last  time  that  I was  there  I did  not  remark  that  the  disease  was  very 
prevalent.  The  relieving  officer  states  the  disease  is  very  prevalent. 


Miscellaneous. 
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Redhills — No  personal  knowledge.  Relieving  officer  reports  them  had. 

Kildallan — No  personal  knowledge.  Relieving  officer  reports  stalks  had,  and  people 
pulling  them  to  prevent  the  disease  getting  to  the  root.  1 1 

Dcrrylane — The  same  as  Butler’s-bridge. 

Arvacjh — No  personal  knowledge.  Relieving  officer  reports  them  very  had. 

Killeshandra — The  same  as  Butler’s-bridge.  Relieving  officer  reports  them  very  bad. 

Ballintemple,  Kill,  Crosskeys— Several  fields  affected  some  days  since.  I do  not  know 
their  present  state. 

Kilnaleek — No  personal  knowledge.  Fields  affected,  relieving  officer  states. 

Ballymachugh— The  same  as  Ballintemple.  Stalks  black,  in  some  cases  potato  rather 
improving,  relieving  officer  states. 

Killy  crane — No  personal  knowledge. 

Bonn — Several  fields  were  affected  the  last  time  I was  there,  about  eight  days  ago. 

Crossdemy — Several  fields  were  affected  the  last  time  I was  there,  about  eight  days  ago. 

Killykeen — Not  much  potato  cultivation  in  the  district. 

Ballyconnell — No  personal  knowledge. 

Cootehill  Union. — Cootehill,  Ashfield,  Ralcenny — Almost  all  the  fields  in  these  divisions 
are  affected,  and  some  seem  totally  destroyed.  I have  no  knowledge  of  the  other  divisions 
but  Mr.  Wright,  Vice-Guardian  of  the  Union,  states  that  the  disease  is  very  general. 


Clifden  Union — Mr.  Deane  : — August  11,  1848. 

You  have  already  had  in  my  last  reports  full  information  as  to  the  progress 
of  the  disease  in  the  four  electoral  divisions ; and  I have  now  merely  to  state, 
that  I have  been  over  the  greater  part  of  the  Union  within  the  last  ten  days! 
and  that  every  field  of  potatoes  1 saw  was  black.  The  disease  is  spreading 
rapidly  to  the  potato  itself,  specimens  of  which  are  brought  daily  to  my  house 
from  all  parts  of  the  Union.  I consider  the  late  crop  to  be  entirely  destroyed; 
the  early  crop  will  not  suffer  so  seriously. 

I have  made  particular  inquiries  in  reference  to  the  appearance  and  prospect 
of  the  corn  crops,  and  have  received  encouraging  reports  as  to  their  success ; 
but  I regret  to  state,  that  there  is  fully  a fourth  less  of  oats,  barley,  and  rye, 
than  in  three  previous  years.  W ith  respect  to  green  crops,  the  amount  is  so 
small,  that  it  is  scarcely  worth  noticing : the  sowing  of  turnips  has  been  almost 
entirely  coufined  to  land  in  occupation  by  the  few  gentlemen  farmers  in  the 
district. 


Dingle  Union— Captain  Sir  Thomas  Doss.,  D.N. : — August  12,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant, 
I beg  to  acquaint  you  that  having  visited  the  electoral  divisions  of  Minard, 
Ballinaeourty,  and  Ballinvoher  on  the  10th,  Dingle  and  Ventry  on  the 
11th.  Ballyduff  and  Castlegregory  on  this  day,  I am  enabled  to  state,  and  I do 
so  with  concern  and  regret,  that  the  potatoes  are  diseased ; the  few'  fields  (if- 
indeed  there  is  one)  that  have  escaped,  forming  the  exception  to  the  rule ; and 
I think  it  more  than  probable  that  ere  the  next  wreek  shall  have  passed  over 
every  potato-field  in  the  Union,  of  both  stalks  and  tubers,  will  have  shown 
unmistakable  symptoms  of  the  blight.  I have  personally  inspected  within  the 
last  three  days  at  least  thirty  fields,  and  although  about  two-thirds  of  the  tubers 
attached  to  each  stalk  are  so  far  free  from  disease,  I have  scarcely  seen  one  stalk 
the  tubers  of  wdiich  were  not  more  or  less  affected ; and  certainly  not  one  field, 
including  those  planted  lately,  that  was  not  blighted. 

The  disease  appears  to  bear  every  resemblance  to  that  with  which  they  were 
visited  in  1845 ; and  if  unhappily  the  same  means  be  resorted  to  for  their 
preservation,  by  the  advice  of  the  savans  of  that  period,  instead  of  leaving 
the  matter  to  the  common  understandings  of  the  people  themselves,  I may 
venture  to  predict  an  unfavourable  result.  I followed  the  instructions  of  that 
learned  body  in  their  published  reports,  and  to  having  done  so  do  I attribute 
the  loss  of  an  entire  field  of  about  eleven  statute  acres ; whereas  my  poor,  but 
in  this  respect  more  fortunate  neighbours,  who  left  them  in  the  ground  until 
the  usual  digging  time  in  November  and  December,  merely  strew’ing  some  fresh 
clay  amongst  them  when  housed  and  pitted,  had  the  satisfaction  of  preserving 
at  least  two-thirds  of  their  crops.  I believe  that  if  the  stalks  are  either  cut  or 
pulled  when  the  potato  has  arrived  at  maturity,  as  is  the  case  in  the  present 
instance,  and  the  tuber  left  in  the  ground  until  the  latest  possible  period,  when 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND.  31 

they  should  be  removed  for  the  succeeding  crop,  this  simple  process  will  do 
more  to  preserve  them  than  all  the  remedies  of  the  British  Association  put 
together. 

The  corn  crop  looks  healthy;  but  unfortunately  the  great  efforts  made  by 
almost  all  classes  to  cultivate  the  potato,  completely  exhausted  their  available 
funds,  and  with  the  exception  of  those  persons  who  happened  to  retain  some 
oats  and  barley  for  seed,  corn-growing  was  looked  upon  as  quite  a secondary 
consideration ; consequently  there  is  not  more  than  half  the  breadth  of  land 
under  corn  this,  that  there  was  last  year.  I fear,  therefore,  that  although  by 
not  taking  up  too  soon,  as  was  the  case  in  1845,  the  produce  may  be  sufficient 
for  the  present  year : we  shall  not  be  in  a better  position  with  respect  to  the 
supply  of  human  food  than  we  have  been  for  the  past  year. 


Donegal  Union — Captain  Herbert,  R.N. : — August  12, 1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  requiring  a statement  to  be  made 
of  the  present  appearance  of  the  potato  crop  in  each  electoral  division  of  this 
Union,  as  also  the  extent  of  other  crops  for  human  food,  I do  myself  the  honour 
to  report  as  follows : — 

Donegal — The  potato  crops  are  partially  attacked  with  disease,  and  to  a small 
extent  with  blight.  In  the  former  case,  the  potatoes  are  found  to  be  unfit  for 
food  for  either  man  or  beast;  but  in  the  attack  of  blight  the  potatoes  are 
sound,  and  deemed  good  for  present  use.  As  a whole,  the  early  crops  at  this 
moment  may  be  considered  fit  for  present  consumption,  and  are  retailing  at  three 
pence  per  stone. 

Clogher  being  more  inland,  the  potato  crops  have  not  suffered  much  from 
blight.  The  incipient  stages  of  disease  are  very  manifest,  but  still  very  limited 
and  partial. 

Dunkineely — Disease  and  blight  among  the  potato  crops  are  very  manifest ; 
partial  however  in  its  locale,  and  limited  in  extent. 

Gleneny — Potato  crops  slightly  attacked  with  disease  and  blight ; both  very 
partial,  and  very  limited. 

Inver — In  this  division,  particularly  that  part  situated  on  the  seaboard,  blight 
among  the  potato  crops  is  very  apparent ; disease  is  very  apparent  too,  but  still 
in  a limited  extent ; it  has  extended  more  within  the  last  week. 

Layby — The  potato  crops  are  here  slightly  indicating  the  early  stages  of  disease; 
very  partial  and  very  limited.  The  blight  is  visible  to  a very  small  extent. 

Lougheask — The  potato  crops  are  here  more  attacked  with  disease  and  blight 
than  in  any  other  electoral  division ; but  still,  neither  in  virulence  nor  extent 
is  there  any  just  cause  of  alarm  as  yet.  Disease  is,  however,  still  extending 
itself. 

Loughderg — The  potato  crops  are  here  but  slightly  attacked  with  disease; 
partial  and  limited  in  extent.  The  blight  is  still  more  limited  in  extent. 

Mount-Charles — Disease  in  all  its  stages,  and  gradually  extending  among  the 
potato  crops,  is  here  very  visible  ; it  is  still  partial  and  limited.  The  blight  is 
more  strongly  marked  on  the  seaboard  than  elsewhere,  and  yet  limited  to  a 
small  extent. 

Tawnhawidly — Slight  indications  of  disease  and  blight  are  manifest  among  the 
potato  crops,  very  partial  in  their  attacks,  and  to  a very  limited  extent. 

Templecarn — Disease  is  very  partial  here  among  the  potatoes,  and  to  a very 
limited  extent.  The  blight  is  yet  more  partial  and  limited. 

Large  sowings  of  turnips,  which  as  yet  do  not  promise  well;  considerable  cul- 
tivation of  the  cabbage  tribe,  with  beans  and  peas  to  a small  extent,  and  a large 
breadth  of  cereal  crops,  in  a state  of  great  luxuriance,  justify  the  opinion  I have 
formed,  that,  as  a Avhole,  the  crops  for  human  food  are  as  great  as  usual  through- 
out the  Union,  excepting  the  electoral  division  of  Inver,  where  the  small  holders 
of  land  have  not  cultivated  to  the  usual  extent. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  stating  that  disease  is  extending  its  ravages 
among  the  potato  crops  slowly,  but  gradually,  during  the  last  fortnight. 


Miscellaneous. 
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Ennis  Union — Mr.  Cronyn  : — A vgust  15,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  relative  to  the 
state  of  tile  potato  and  other  crops  of  human  food  in  this  Union  ; anil  in  reply 
regret  to  say,  that  there  are  unhappily  too  good  grounds  for  apprehending  that  a 
large  amount  of  the  capital  invested  in  the  potato  cultivation  in  this  Union  will 
be  lost. 

The  disease,  which  was  first  noticed  three,  weeks  a, go,  has,  with  the  exception 
of  a short  and  remarkable  interval,  continued  to  spread  in  those  fields  first 
attacked,  and  to  visit  others  until  recently  free  from  it. 

There  is  not  in  the  Union  one  electoral  division  that  has  escaped;  in  some 
however,  it  is  both  more  intense  and  widely  spread  than  in  others. 

Those  most  injured  are— Ennis,  Kilmaley,  Feenagh,  Clondagad,  Inagli  and 

I would  hog  to  state,  upon  authentic  information,  that  in  some  instances  the 
tuber  has  been  found  to  be  tainted,  though  the  stalk  and  leaves  were  green. 

The  unprecedentedly  extensive  appropriation  of  the  ground  to  potato  culture 
has  occasioned  an  insufficient  sowing  of  grain  crops. 

Very  little  wheat  has  been  cultivated,  and  the  oat  and  barley  crops,  though 
very  luxuriant  and  promising,  are  below  the  average  quantity.  ° 

The  facility  with  which  sea-weed  is  obtained  in  this  Union,  and  its  usefulness 
for  potato  growing  (in  this  soil  at  least),  has  occasioned  the  peasant’s  labour 
bemo-  devoted  so  largely  to  that  crop,  to  the  exclusion  in  some  degree  of  others 

Ine  turmps  early  sown  have  been  destroyed  by  the  fly,  but  the  second  sowing 
bids  lair  to  recompense  the  farmer  for  his  first  loss. 

Beans  are  a very  poor  and  casual  crop  in  this  Union;  and  parsnips,  cultivated 
extensively  as  I have  been  informed  last  year,  are  rarely  to  be  seen  in  any 
quarter.  / 

The  Clerk  of  the  Union  August  15,  1848. 

I beg  to  forward,'  by  the  directions  of  John  Cronyn,  Iisq.,  Poor  Law  Inspector, 
the  observations  of  the  relieving  officers  on  the  state  of  the  crops  in. this  Union. 

Enclosures. 

Mr.  Lysaght  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — August  15,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  14th,  requiring  a report  of  the  state  of  the  crops  in  my 
distnot ; the  potato  crop  is  almost  an  entire  failure,  the  early  potatoes  aro  in  general  getting 
black,  and  the  late  ones  will  come  to  no  perfection,  in  consequence  of  the  blight  sotting  m 
so  early  in  the  season.  & 8 

whoa’led  lafeS°  1 ge’1C1'al  Mm'e  “ **  tnn“P  cr0? ; osPoci,%  among  the  poorer  classes, 

. lie  wheat  crop  is  considered  a light  one;  oats  and  barley  promised  to  bo  very  good; 
but  if  this  wet  weather  continues  corn  of  all  description  will  bo  seriously  injured.  * b 


Mr.  Hayes  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — August  14,  184S. 

Iam  iu  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th.  instant,  wherein  is  stated  that  you  have  received 
a communication  from  Mr.  Cronyn,  directing  that  I would  transmit  you  a true  report  of  the 
potato  and  other  crops  m my  district ; in  reply  I beg-  to  state  that  the  potatoes  sowed  in 
my  district  m the  month  of  March,  and  early  in  April,  were  doing  very  well  until  they 
were  checked  by  the  distemper,  and  is  now  blackening  worse  and  worse  every  day ; and. 
f least  by.  every  information,  will  be  of  no  use  in  a short  time.  But  as  for  the  potatoes 
sowed  m my  district  in  the  month  of  May— as  it  was  in  that  month  the  greater  part  of  them 
were  sowed— they  are  now,  nor  will  be,  of  no  use  whatsoever. 

As  to  wheat : in  my  district  it  is  not  more  than  two-thirds  in  extent  to  what  it  was  last 
season,  and  one-fourth  of  that  same  is  lost  by  an  empty  side  that  is  in  the  ear ; and  from 
the  continuance  of  rain  it  is,  seen  to  be  growing  the  second  time  through  the  stalk— and  a 
very  had  prospect  of  it.  b 

The  oats  in  my  district  is  pretty  good  this  season;  but  it  is  thought  by  every  information 
it  will  not  be  so  productive  as  it  was  other  seasons ; it  is  all  lodged. 

Barley  is  one-fourtli  more  in  extent  this  season  in  my  district  than  it  was  last  season ; 
productive  COntmuance  of  rain  is  lodged  and  injured  very  much,  and  will,  not  be  so 

an  J greCn  Cr0PS  are  vei7  feeble  and  badly  growing,  except  with  a few  exemptions, 
and  them-  same  are  gentlemen’s. 
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Turf,  meadowing,  and  other  necessitous  crops  in  my  district  are  in  a very  bad  state ; and  Miscellaneous. 

a very  weak  opinion  that  the  people  will  he  able  to  save  them,  from  the  continuance  of  

rain. 


Mr.  Silver  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — August  15,  1848. 

I received  your  circular  relative  to  the  prospect  of  the  potato  and  the  other  crops  in  my  dis- 
trict. I regret  to  say  that  the  potato  crop  has  failed  in  a great  measure ; I have  not  seen 
many  of  the  tubers  black,  but  I understand  that  a gentleman  in  my  neighbourhood  has  three 
acres  completely  diseased.  I have  made  every  inquiry  amongst  the  parishioners,  and  they  are 
all  of  opinion  that  the  late  potatoes  have  little  or  no  chance.  With  respect  to  the  com  crops, 
I think  they  are  equal,  or  nearly  so,  to  the  crops  of  former  years ; there  are  in  the  district 
a few  fields  which  are  blighted  a little,  which  occurred  almost  every  year,  but  which  I do 
not  attach  any  importance  to. 


Mr.  Crowe  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union: — August  15,  1848. 

I am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  wherein  is  stated  that  you  have 
received  a communication  from  Mr.  Cronyn,  directing  that  I would  transmit  to  you  a true 
report  of  the  prospect  of  the  potato  and  other  crops  in  my  district. 

fri  reply,  I beg  to  state  that  the  potato  crop  is  nearly  altogether  failed : the  oat  crop  is 
also  blighted,  I would  say  chiefly  from  the  continued  rain.  The  barley  crop,  which  stood 
best — a small  share  of  which  is  sowed  in  my  district — is  now  beginning  to  give : as  to 
wheat,  there  is  none  in  my  district;  and  where  it  is,  its  prospects  are  very  bad  by  every 
information  that  I can  come  at. 


Mr.  D.  Lysaght  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union: — August  14,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  this  date,  relative  to  the  prospect  of  the  state  of 
the  crops  in  my  district,  I beg  to  say  that  the  potato  crop  has  generally  failed,  pai  iicularly 
the  late  sowing.  The  oat  crop  is  blighted — I should  suppose  from  the  excessive  rain  that 
we  have  had  this  time  back.  The  barley  is  going  on  well,  but  very  little  of  it  tilled  in 
my  district.  As  to  the  wheat  crop,  there  is  scarcely  any ; and  what  there  is  is  of  a very 
inferior  description. 

In  addition  to  the  above  report  I would  say,  that  from  my  knowledge  of  the  country, 
the  crops  in  general  bear  a worse  aspect  than  they  have  done  for  these  years  back. 


Mr.  Brewe  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — August  15,  1848. 

Your  circular  of  yesterday’s  date  reached  me  this  day.  at  11  o’clock,  requiring  me  to 
furnish  you  with  an  accurate  and  correct  account  of  the  state  of  the  crops  in  the  Ruaun 
electoral  division. 

The  potato  crop  is  entirely  diseased ; and  the  opinion  of  the  farmers  is  that  there  is  a 
total  loss. 

As  regards  wheat,  there  is  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  usual  quantity  sown,  and 
that  appears  quite  unhealthy  from  the  effects  of  the  constant  rains. 

As  regards  oats,  there  is  very  little  sown  in  this  district,  and  what  is,  promises  to  be 
abundant.  The  barley  crop,  so  far  as  what  was  sown  early,  is  promising  well ; but  as 
regards  the  barley  lately  cultivated,  it  appears  very  indifferent. 

The  turnip  crops  are  rather  in  a declining  state,  and  are  not  expected  by  farmers  to  be 
more  than  half  an  average  crop ; there  are  no  other  green  crops  sown  here. 


Mr.  Smith  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — August  15,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  circular  of  the  14th  instant,  relative  to  the  quantity  and  state  of  the 
crops  in  the  Clare  electoral  division,  I take  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  potato  crop  is 
entirely  blighted ; the  farmers  entertain  no  other  prospect  than  that  of  a total  loss. 

With  reference  to  the  wheat  crop : the  number  of  acres  sown  is  not  more  than  half  of 
the  preceding  year,  inconsequence  of  the  soil  not  being  prepared  after  1847 ; the  average 
crop  is  very  light,  and  such  is  much  damaged  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather ; an  aver- 
age crop  cannot  be  calculated  on. 

The  oats  is  under  the  usual  average  crop,  and  appears  to  suffer  much  from  the  constant 
rains. 

The  barley  crop  looks  healthy  though  suffering  from  the  above  causes. 

Farmers  entertain  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  the  turnip  crop.  No  other  description  of 
green  crops  are  sown  here. 

The  hay  is  suffering  materially  from  not  being  cut  down ; it  is  rotting  on  the  ground,  the 
season  is  so  constantly  wet. 


F 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Miscellaneous. 


34  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

Mr.  Morris  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union: — August  15,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  circular  of  the  14th,  requiring  a repoib  of  the  state  of  the  crops  in  my 
district:  the  potatoes  are  considered  a general  failure;  the  wheat  is  not  considered  as  good 
as  usual ; the  barley,  oat,  and  turnip  crops  are  in  general  good,  and  a good  quantitv 
cultivated. 


Mr.  O’Brien  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — August  14,  1848. 

I have  received  your  letter  of  this  date  requesting  of  me  to  give  a report  of  the  state  of 
the  crops  in  this  division.  I beg  leave  to  state,  for  the  Commissioners’  information,  that  the 
potato  crop,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  is  completely  gone.  The  wheat  crop,  which  is  not 
very  abundant  in  this  my  neighbourhood,  is  very  thin ; but  the  barley  and  oat  crop,  which  is 
rather  abundant,  appears  rather  luxuriant ; but  from  the  constant  rain,  which  is  incessant 
the  farmers  are  of  opinion,  and  so  am  I,  that  it  will  retard  the  ripening  of  those  crops  in  a 
great  measure,  and  I fear  we  will  not  have  an  early  harvest. 

Mr.  Kelly  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — August  14,  1848. 

Your  note,  requiring  an  accurate  and  correct  report  of  the  stato  of  the  potato  and  other 
crops,  has  been  handed  me  just  now,  eight  o’clock.  I regret  that  my  report  must  be 
unfavourable.  The  potato  crop,  from  every  information  that  has  reached  me,  and  from  my 
own  experience  and  inspection,  is  so  diseased  at  present  as  to  convey  the  fact  of  their  utter 
failure.  With  regard  to  the  other  crops,  at  least  in  the  Kilchreest  district,  my  anticipations 
of  their  prospects  are  very  disheartening  indeed.  The  wheaten  crop  is  considered  unusually 
light,  and  under  an  average  yield.  The  opinions  entertained  of  the  oaten  crops  are  also 
discouraging  indeed,  and  now  looked  upon  as  very  likely  to  turn  out  very  inferior.  The 
prospects  of  the  barley  crops  are  yet  somewhat  favourable.  Turnips,  in  this  locality,  a 
complete  failure.  Hay  in  a very  precarious  state  ; and  no  turf  for  the  winter  fuel.  Such, 
sir,  are  the  melancholy  accounts  that  you  have  imposed  upon  me  to  detail  of  the  harvest 
crops  of  this  season  ; nor  do  I think  that  this  account  is  either  incorrect  or  hastily  incau- 
tious. You,  sir,  require  this  report  by  eleven  o’clock  to-morrow  morning,  a matter  impos- 
sible to  be  accomplished  in  so  short  an  interval,  if  my  knowledge  wore  not  already  acquired. 
I have  no  more  to  add,  but  do  still  hope  that  a better  providence  will  yet  improve  the 
state  of  this  country  and  the  condition  of  its  people. 

Mr.  Samplin  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — Avgust  14,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  requiring  a knowledge  of  the  crops,  I have  to  stato,  that 
they  are  very  unpromising.  The  potato  crop  is  apparently  blighted,  and  I can  form  but  an 
indifferent  opinion  of  its  produce.  I am  also  of  opinion  that  the  oaten  crop  is  in  a bad 
state.  Barley  is  doing  very  well,  and  will  be  an  average  crop.  Wheat,  in  general,  is 
light,  and,  from  the  heavy  rain,  is  considered  by  the  farmers  to  bo  a vory  indifferent 
crop,  and  in  some  instances  blighted.  The  turnip  crop  holds  out  no  promise  but  that 
of  a failure. 


Mr.  O’Mara  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — August  14,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  inst.,  wherein  it 
is  stated  that  you  have  received  a communication  from  Mr.  Cronyn,  directing  that  I will 
transmit  to  you  a true  report  of  the  potato  and  other  crops  in  my  district. 

In  reply  thereto  I beg  to  state,  that  the  potato,  particularly  the  late  ones,  appear  to 
be  attacked  with  the  blight,  and  I believe  there  are  but  slight  hopes  of  its  preservation. 
Oats,  from  the  inquiries  I have  made,  is  blighted.  Barley,  from  its  appearance,  is  doing 
well,  and  will  be  an  average  crop,  but  not  much  of  it  sowed.  Wheat  is  a light  crop  this 
year,  and  some  of  it  blighted.  Turnips  a complete  failure. 

Mr.  Cullinan  to  the.  Clerk  of  the  Union: — August  15,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  Mr.  Cronyn’s  desire  to  me,  communicated  on  yesterday  by  you,  I 
herewith  send  you  my  report  of  the  crops  in  this  district,  and  of  the  potato  crop  in 
particular. 

Wheat  is  not  much  grown  in  the  district ; the  breadth  put  in  at  any  time  was  not 
extensive ; and  I think  it  is  less  by  one-fourth  this  year  than  it  has  been  hitherto ; and  in  my 
opinion  the  yield  will  not  produce  more  than  three-fourths  the  ordinary  crop.  Oats  and 
barley  are  a tolerably  fair  crop  in  the  district ; but  owing  to  the  continued  wet  weather  I 
fear  much  they  will,  as  well  as  wheat,  suffer  considerably  in  coming  to  maturity.  Some 
beans  have  been  put  in  for  the  first  time  in  the  district;  but  as  far  as  I can  judge  they  are 
a very  inferior  crop. 

. The  turnip,  I think,  had  been  more  extensively  planted  than  before ; but  I am  afraid  it 
suffered  much  by  failure  in  the  months  of  May  and  June,  and  will  turn  out  a short  crop. 

Potatoes,  I am  sorry  to  think,  are  seriously  blighted.  I think  the  planting  made  since 
April  will  turn  out  to  be  of  very  little  use  as  human  nourishment,  though  some  might  be 
turned  to  some  advantage  in  feeding  swine ; but  they  are  almost  banished  from  the 
neighbourhood.  I think  the  early  crop  of  potatoes — I mean  those  planted  before  the 
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middle  of  April— may  turn  out  to  be  of  some  consequence,  as  they  had  nearly  come  to 
maturity  before  the  blight  set  in ; and  it  is  my  opinion  that  half  that  crop,  or  perhaps 
three-fourths  of  it,  may  turn  out  to  be  a crop  made  available  as  good  food.  I may  here 
mention  that,  as  far  as  I can  see  at  present,  there  is  not,  in  the  crop  planted  before  the 
middle  of  April,  more  than  one-eighth  at  present  showing  symptoms  of  decay ; but  even 
that  proportion  is  more  than  was  observable  seven  or  eight  days  since. 

If  a weekly  examination  and  report,  from  personal  inspection  through  the  district,  are 
desired,  I shall  use  all  due  diligence  in  making  such  every  week. 

I have  given  a fair  and  true  account  of  the  crops  at  present,  as  far  as  can  be  seen  or 
known. 


Mr.  Molony  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — August  15,  1848. 

I am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  informing  me  that  you  had  a commi: 
ideation  from  Mr.  Cronyn,  requiring  that  I would  report  and  transmit  to  you  my  opinion 
•of  the  general  state  of  the  crops  in  my  district. 

I beg  to  say,  in  reply,  that  I regret  that  I am  not  able  to  give  as  favourable  an 
account  of  them  as  I would  wish  to  do. 

The  early  sowing  of  potatoes  some  are  still  holding  good ; but  it  is  dreaded,  from  the 
withered  appearance  of  the  stalks,  that  scarcely  a third  of  them,  in  a short  time,  will  be  fit 
for  use.  The  late  sowing  is,  I may  say,  all  gone.  With  regard  to  wheat,  barley,  and  oats, 
they  are  considerably  defective  from  the  expectations  that  were  entertained.  Barley  rs 
the  best  that  is  still  holding  out.  Turnips  are  failing  too  ; and  as  to  turf,  the  weather  is 
so  wet  that  there  is  none  scarcely  to  be  expected. 

Were  it  not  from  the  knowledge  I had  of  my  district,  from  the  short  notice  I got,  I 
could  not  make  this  report ; however,  it  is  not  made  hastily  or  incautiously. 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  I beg  leave  to  state,  for  the  Commissioners’ 
information,  that  the  potato  crop  in  my  district  is  mostly  a complete  failure— the  late  tillage 
are  completely  gone,  but  those  tilled  early  are  doing  better. 

The  wheaten  crop,  which  is  not  abundantly  tilled,  is  rather  light ; but  the  barley  and 
oaten  crops  are  doing  well  up  to  this  time,  but  the  farmers  in  this  neighbourhood  are 
very  much  afraid  will  be  injured  more  or  less  from  the  constant  rain  which  is  incessant, 
and  which  is  quite  sufficient  to  prevent  their  ripening  in  time.  Turnips  a complete  failure 
with  very  few  exceptions. 


Fermoy  Union — Major  Bolton: — Atcrjust  12,  1848. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  tlie  9th  instant,  I beg  to  state,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Commissioners,  that  from  personal  inspection  I am  of  opinion 
that  the  disease  in  the  potato  crops  has  decidedly  set  in,  and  is  evidently 
progressing.  The  potatoes  in  each  electoral  division  of  the  Fermoy  Union 
appearing  to  be  equally  affected,  and  the  prospect  of  another  failure  in  this 
portion  of  the  harvest,  has  caused  great  apprehension  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
who  are,  in  consequence,  prematurely  digging  and  selling  their  potatoes.  From 
a large  quantity  having  been  sown  much  earlier  than  in  former  years,  more  time 
has  been  afforded  to  the  crops  to  arrive  at  maturity  previous  to  their  being- 
attacked  by  the  disease;  but  the  great  fear  is,  that  after  their  being  thus  attacked 
there  is  but  little  chance  of  their  keeping  for  any  length  of  time.  _ 

The  wheaten  crop  is  thin,  the  sowing  having  taken  place  during  continued 
wet  weather,  and  the  head  of  some  particular  kinds  has  been  more  or  less  injured 
by  the  late  heavy  rains. 

The  oat  crop  is  considered  a fair  average,  and  barley  a full  crop. 

Turnips,  and  green  crops  in  general,  are  in  many  places  looking  delicate,  and 
the  quantity  sown  is  not  equal  to  last  year,  the  small  holders  of  land  having- 
given  a preference  to  potatoes. 

The  above  report  contains,  I think,  a fair  estimate  of  the  state  of  the  crops 
generally  in  the  several  electoral  divisions  of  this  Union. 


Galway  Union — Major  M(Kie : — August  13,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  conveyed  in  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst., 
I have  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  throughout 
the  Union  the  potato  crops  have  become  infected  with  the  disease  of  1845  and 
1846.  The  disease  has  made  the  most  rapid  progress ; and  the  fears  I expressed 
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Miscellaneous.  in  a former  report,  that  the  crops  in  the  eastern  districts,  which  were  then 
free,  would  not  long  remain  so,  have,  I regret  to  say,  been  fully  verified.  With 
the  exception  of  some  potatoes  cultivated  by  Mr.  Skilling,  on  Lord  Wallscourt's 
property,  in  Ballinacourty,  I do  not  hear  of  any  that  have  altogether  escaped  • 
and  I beg  to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that  these  potatoes  were  planted  by  Mr’ 
Skilling  in  the  autumn — planted  whole. 

I have  observed  that  the  farmers  are  digging  the  potatoes  and  bringing  them 
to  market,  as  the  only  chance  of  saving  themselves  from  total  loss;  and  I have 
also  observed,  that  the  diseased  potatoes,  set  aside  from  the  sound  in  the 
fields,  appear  to  vary  from  one-half  to  one-third  of  the  whole.  As  a winter 
store  for  food,  the  potato  crop  in  this  Union  is  lost. 

On  the  23rd  of  April  I reported  the  extent  to  which  the  cultivation  of  the 
potato  had  at  that  time  been  carried ; and  in  a subsequent  report  I stated 
that  so  large  a breadth  had  been  planted,  to  the  neglect  of  other  crops,  that  the 
safety  of  the  population  in  the  ending  winter,  would  entirely  depend  on  the 
growth  of  the  potato. 

I will  now  state  my  observations  in  each  electoral  division. 

Ballinacourty— Wheat:  light  in  the  ground,  short  in  the  head,  and  badly  filled  • 
there  is  probably  more  wheat  in  this  division  than  in  others.  Oats : breadth 
sown  small;  crop,  an  average  one.  Barley:  breadth  small;  average  crop. 
Potatoes : nearly  all  blighted,  and  lost  as  a winter  store.  About  one-fourth  of 
the  tillage  uncultivated. 

Sfondbally — Wheat : small  breadth ; slight  crop.  Oats : very  small  breadth ; 
average  crop.  Barley : fair  breadth,  average  crop.  Potatoes : above  an  average 
breadth ; all  blighted.  6 

Athenry— Wheat:  small  breadth;  very  light  crop.  Oats:  very  little  but 
average  crop.  Barley:  breadth  small;  crop  average.  Potatoes:  an  average 
breadth ; all  blighted.  About  one-third  of  the  tillage  is  waste. 

Omnmore — The  remarks  on  Athenry  applicable  in  all  respects. 

Galway— Wheat  very  small  in  breadth,  and  very  light  crop.  Oats : small 
breadth ; average  crop.  Barley  the  same.  Potatoes  much  above  an  average 
breadth  ; totally  lost  for  a winter  store  : the  tubers  rotting  rapidly. 

Moycitllen— Wheat  is  only  grown  on  the  southern  side;  small  quantity; 
very  light  crop.  Oats : breadth  short ; average  crop.  Barley : very  little ; 
average  crop.  Potatoes : great  breadth ; totally  gone. 

KiUanin-  Not  a wheat  country;  but  to  the  north,  same  remark  as  Moy- 
culien.  Oats  : small  breadth  ; crop  average.  Barloy : small  breadth ; crop 
average.  _ Potatoes  : considerable  breadth  ; all  blighted. 

Ougkticonel  The  same  as  KiUanin.  I may  assert  that  this  division  depended 
entirely  on  the  potatoes. 

Lackagh  Small  breadth  of  wheat,  and  bad  yield.  Oats : small  in  breadth ; 
average  crop.  Barley  the  same.  Potatoes  : great  breadth  ; many  of  them  late 
sown,  and  the  potatoes  not  larger  than  marbles ; all  disordered. 

Clare  Galway  Wheat:  small  in  breadth;  crops  light.  Oats:  small  in  breadth; 
average  crop.  Barley:  small  in  breadth ; average  crop.  Potatoes : considerable 
brradth ; tile  disease  has  made  rapid  progress  within  the  last  week. 

The  turnip  crops  have  generally  failed,  from  the  attacks  of  the  fly.  Some 
fields  have  been  sown  three  times ; but  the  green  crops  are  of  no  extent  in  this 
Union.  AH  the  small  holders,  and  indeed  many  of  the  large  holders,  had  been 
impressed  with  the  belief,  that  the  potato  disease  would  disappear,  and  specu- 
a mg  on  that  idea,  they  could  not  be  persuaded  to  sow  turnips.  Another  reason 
°^r  r®J® clung  this  crop  was,  its  liability  to  degradation,  from  which  cause  they 
suffered  great  loss  last  year. 

The  quantity  of  wheat  and  oats  is  far  below  an  average  ; and  the  wheat  will 
e.’a  very  poor  crop : 1 think  barley  will  give  the  best  return.  The  constant 
ram  has  no  doubt  much  injured  the  corn  crops.  In  some  places  I hear  barley  is 
tailing  from  the  ear,  and  some  fields  are  affected  with  smut. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  coming  winter  will  be  one  of  extreme 
su  ering  and  privation  for  the  poor,  and  that  the  Extensive  failure  of  the  potato 
will  be  ruinous  to  the  small  farmers. 
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Glcnties  Union — Captain  O’Neill: — August  12,  18.48. 

I beg  leave  to  state  for  your  information,  and  in  reply  to  your  letter  of 
the  9th  instant,  that  I have  personally  examined  the  potato  crop  within  the 
electoral  divisions  of  Glenties,  Derryloaghan,  Ardara,  Killybegs,  and  Meenavally, 
and  I find  that  the  blight  is  rapidly  increasing ; scarcely  a field  has  escaped,  and 
the  obnoxious  smell  from  some  of  them  can  be  easily  felt  from  the  public  road. 
I have  also  examined  the  potato,  and  find  that  in  many  instances  one  or  two  on 
each  stalk  are  affected  in  some  localities ; and  in  other  parts  of  this  Union  the 
potatoes  are  sound,  although  the  tops  are  withered ; and  from  all  the  inquiries 
which  I have  made  throughout  the  Union,  I am  of  opinion  that  if  the  disease 
continues  as  it  has  done  for  the  last  ten  days,  the  one  half  of  the  potato  crop 
must  go.  With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  barley  and  oats  sown  in  this  Union,  I 
think  there  will  be  a fair  average  crop.  I travelled  this  week  to  Ballyshannon 
and  Sligo  Unions,  accompanied  by  Mr.  D’Arcy,  the  Poor  Law  Inspector  at  Bally- 
shannon, and  we  examined  several  fields  of  potatoes  on  our  journey,  when  we 
found  the  blight  making  rapid  progress,  and  in  several  instances  from  one  to  two 
potatoes  at  each  stalk  were  affected  with  the  disease.  I shall  make  more  minute 
inquiry  in  the  course  of  next  week,  and  shall  communicate  the  result  without 
loss  of  time. 


Glenties  Union — Extract  from  Captain  O'NeilCs  Report  of  Avgust  14, 1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state  for  your  information,  that  I left  this  on  Monday 
last,  the  7th  instant,  for  Ballyshannon,  from  which  place  Mr.  D’Arcy,  the  Poor 
Law  Inspector  of  that  Union,  and  myself  travelled  to  Sligo  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  closely  into  the  potato  crop,  and  making  every  inquiry  we  could  as  to 
the  progress  of  the  blight. 

I am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  report  that  all  the  fields  we  passed  on  our  journey 
are  affected  with  the  disease ; and  in  many  instances  the  potato  itself  completely 
gone. 

Several  of  the  country  people  to  whom  we  spoke  do  not  like  to  acknowledge 
the  fact ; but  still  cling  to  the  hope  of  having  a crop,  although  it  is  quite  evident 
that,  should  the  disease  continue,  more  than  one-half  of  them  must  go.  On 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  on  my  return,  I travelled  through  the  country  from 
Ballyshannon  to  Donegal,  and  the  greater  part  of  this  Union,  where  I observed 
several  fields  that  were  apparently  quite  sound  a few.days  before  were  all  affected, 
and  on  my  pulling  up  some  of  the  stalks  and  examining  the  potato,  I generally 
found  one  or  two  of  them  affected  with  the  blight.  The  tops  in  every  field 
throughout  this  and  the  adjoining  Unions  are  all  quite  black,  the  leaves  withered, 
and  the  stalks  affected  down  to  the  seed. 


Gort  Union — Mr.  Gibbons : — August  13,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  of  reporting,  regarding  the  state  of  the  crops  in  the  Gort 
Union,  that  there  appears  to  have  been  more  than  an  average  crop  of  potatoes 
sow ; but  a great  portion  was  sown  late  by  the  small  holders,  and,  consequently, 
they  are  now  the  greatest  sufferers,  as  the  late  sown  potato  crops  have  almost 
generally,  in  the  Gort  Union,  failed ; in  fact,  the  late  crop  of  potatoes  appears 
destroyed — lost. 

I have  within  the  last  few  days  pulled  up  several  stalks  of  the  late  sown 
potatoes ; there  were  no  potatoes  at  the  root,  though  the  blight  in  some  instances 
had  not  apparently  extended  through  the  stem  to  the  root.  Up  to  within  the 
last  three  weeks  the  potato  fields  looked  beautiful,  but  they  now  present  a most 
dismal  appearance ; the  blight  has  now  extended  over  every  potato  field  in  the 
Union ; the  fields  which  looked  so  luxuriant  a short  time  past  are  now  quite 
black.  The  blight  is  also  daily  extending  to  the  root.  At  the  commencement  the 
potato  was  but  partially  injured;  since  I have  heard  of  spotted  and  black  potatoes 
being  more  generally  found,  and  more  late.  I am  informed  that  almost  every 
person  holding  potato  crops  finds,  on  digging,  more  or  less  black  potatoes ; the 
disease  gradually  and  surely  extending.  . 

About  a fortnight  past  I inquired  of  a party  who  was  then  digging  his  potatoes 
whether  they  were  diseased — he  replied,  he  found  a few  spotted ; since  then  I 
again  inquired  of  him,  he  was  also,  at  the  time  digging  his  potatoes — he  stated,  he 
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found  several  spotted  and  some  few  black.  I was  at  the  same  field  yesterday, 
and  made  similar  inquiry,  and  was  informed  that  the  greater  portion  were  black^ 
clearly  showing,  I should  say,  the  progressive  disease.  I ought  to  remark  that 
those  were  the  early  sown  potatoes ; but  still  I am  not  prepared  to  admit  that 
the  early  sown  potato  is  generally  seriously  diseased ; though  I must  say  that  the 
best  potatoes  that  I have  seen  in  this  Union,  when  boiled,  are  very  indifferent, 
having  more  of  the  nature  of  a turnip  than  potato. 

Some  few  of  the  holders  are  pulling  up  the  stems,  others  are  cutting  them 
close  by  the  earth ; but  in  general  the  holders  do  not  appear  to  have  taken  any 
remedy. 

Respecting  the  corn  crops : the  wheat  is  a very  light  crop,  and  has  been,  in 
some  instances  blighted  at  one  side,  so  that  the  ear  is  qi.  to  empty  on  the  blighted 
side — and  this  occurs  more  o^  less  in  every  electoral  division  in  the  Union.  I 
should  say  that  the  wheat  cannot  possibly  prove  an  average  crop  in  this  Union. 

The  barley  crop  looks  well — did  look  most  luxuriant;  I am  inclined  to  believe 
it  may  prove  the  best  corn  crop  in  the  Union.  I must  remark  that,  within  the 
last  few  days,  I have  observed  a kind  of  blight  in  some  of  the  barley  fields. 

The  oat  crop  promises  well,  and  may  prove  a good  crop ; though,  I must  also 
observe,  that  within  the  last  few  days,  I observed  some  appearance  of  black  and 
blight;  it  appears  extending,  particularly  in  ICilleeneen,  Beagh,  and  Killeena- 
vara ; however,  it  is  not  general,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  barley  and  oats  may 
prove  fail1  crops. 

The  green  cropping  is  not  extensive  in  this  Union ; what  has  been  cared 
promises  fairly. 

It  is  strange  the  people  do  not  at  all  appear  affected  by  the  loss  of  the 
potato  crop;  though  the  general  belief  is  that  the  crop  is  lost,  they  appear  quite 
reconciled,  and  evidently  consider,  as  a matter  of  certainty,  that  they  must  get 
the  meal ; but  I should  say,  that  all  possessing  small  holdings  will,  consequent  on 
the  loss  of  the  potatoes,  surrender  the  land  the  ensuing  year.  Many  would 
emigrate  had  they  the  means,  even  from  the  youngest  to  the  oldest ; but  all  con- 
sider the  meal  as  their,  right,  the  potatoes  being  lost. 

I might  state,  that  added  to  the  loss  of  the  potatoes,  the  destitute  are  likely  to 
suffer  in  this  Union  the  ensuing  winter  from  the  insufficiency  of  turf. 

I have  been  honoured  by  a second  communication  from  the  benevolent  Society 
of  Friends,  in  which  they  kindly  state,  that  they  have  directed  540  lbs.  of  turnip 
and  cabbage  seeds  to  be  forwarded  to  my  care,  for  the  poor  of  the  Gort  Union. 


Grancird  Union-  ~ Captain  Lang  August  12,  1848. 

The  reports  from  all  quarters  of  the  progress  of  disease  and  failure  of  the 
potato  crop,  and  the  consequent  dismay  and  panic  excited  among  the  farmers 
of  this  district,  directed  my  attention  to  the  important  subject  of  your  letter 
of  the  9th  instant,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  it;  and  led  me  in  a great 
measure  to  anticipate  the  instructions  of  the  Commissioners,  by  an  extended 
personal  inspection  of  a considerable  breadth  of  the  growing  crops  of  potatoes 
and  other  sorts  of  human  food.  The  results  of  my  observations  in  the  several 
electoral  divisions  I have  now  the  honour  to  submit,  in  compliance  with  your 
communication. 

That  the  potato  disease  has  made  alarming  and  rapid  progress  in  all  parts  of  the 
countrv  since  the  date  of  .my  last  report  is  now  beyond  any  question  or.  doubt. 
Yesterday  and  this  morning  I examined  several  fields  of  potatoes,  in  diffe- 
rent soils  and  aspects,  of  from  three  to  four  acres  each,  partly  planted  in  drills, 
and  partly  in  ridges,  in  the  lazy-bed  way;  I got  several  stalks  dug  from  both  modes 
of  culture,  and  in  all  of  the  tubers  I found  the  unequivocal  and  distinctive  type 
of  the  same  disease  which  partially  infected  the  crop  of  1845,  and  totally 
destroyed  that  of  1846.  In  all  of  these  fields  I found  the  stalks  blackened  as 
if  by  a severe  frost.  They  had  all  been  planted  early  in  March  or  April,  in 
which  months  rain  and  cold  weather  prevailed  to  an  extent  beyond  almost  any 
season  on  record.  I subsequently  dug  up  and  inspected  several  stalks  in  the 
workhouse  ground,  which  were  not  planted  until  May — a month  which  presented 
the  extraordinary  meteorological  fact,  of  cloudless  weather,  day  and  night,  for 
“*st  fortnight,  and  in  which  the  atmosphere  was  free  from  electric  influence, 
which  was  extremely  active  in  the  months  of  April  and  June,  and  has  frequently 
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continued  in  an  active  state  for  the  last  six  weeks.  I found  the  tubers  in  the  Miscellaneous, 
workhouse  ground  perfectly  free  of  disease,  though  the  leaves  are  partially 
blackened — from  which  they  appear  to  be  recovering,  by  the  vigour  and  strength 
of  the  stalks ; and  which  I attribute  to  the  dry  and  warm  season  in  which  they 
were  planted,  the  superior  spade  cultivation  given  to  the  ground,  and  being  per- 
fectly clean  and  free  from  weeds. 

The  heavy  wheat  and  oat  crops  which  were  beaten  down  by  the  incessant  rain 
and  high  winds  so  prevalent  at  the  date  of  my  last  report,  appear  to  be  much 
improved  within  the  last  few  days ; and  have  in  all  open  situations  risen  again 
under  the  genial  influence  of  dry  and  warm  weather. 

County  Longford. 

Granard  Electoral  Division — Pasture  and  meadow  prevail  more  than  tillage. 

The  high  prices  of  food  during  the  last  two  seasons  induced  a greater  breadth  of 
land  than  usual  to  be  broken  up  for  corn  and  potato  crops  in  the  clay  and 
retentive  soils.  From  a general  defect  of  drainage,  much  of  the  land  that  was 
ploughed  was  not  sown,  in  consequence  of  the  continued  rains  of  February, 

March,  and  April ; nevertheless  the  quantity  of  land  under  crop  is  greater  than 
the  average  of  the  last  five  years.  Throughout  this  division  the  complaints  of  a 
failure  in  the  potato  crop  is  general.  The  oat  crop  looks  well ; but  the  wheat, 
of  which  the  proportion  is  not  equal  to  other  districts,  is  in  many  places  infected 
with  the  rust  or  blight. 

Clonbroney-  -The  observations  on  Granard  apply  to  a greater  extent  in  this 
division.  The  farms  are  larger ; it  is  a rich  pasture  district,  and  tire  tillage  less 
in  proportion.  The  potato  crop  is  very  generally  infected. 

Gelskagh — This  is  a poorer  district  than  Clonbroney;  the  population  greater  in 
proportion  to  its  extent  and  annual  value ; and  the  holdings  smaller.  Much  of 
the  land  is  waste  and  uncropped  from  the  poverty  of  the  occupiers.  The  system 
of  tillage  is  wretchedly  bad,  and  the  corn  crops  I examined  are  very  inferior ; 
the  breadth  of  land  under  them  I should  suppose  was  less  than  the  average  of 
former  years.  There  is  a total  neglect  of  drainage  or  improvement  of  any  sort. 

Columbkill — This  is  the  poorest  of  all  the  electoral  divisions  in  the  Union, 
and  the  observations  on  Gelshagh  apply  to  a greater  extent  here;  but  the  disease 
in  the  potato  crop  does  not  as  yet  appear  so  general  as  in  other  places. 

Lough  Gowna — The  population  is  less  in  proportion  to  extent  of  area ; and 
though  iu  particular  parts  of  it  small  holdings  and  their  concomitant  evils, 
poverty  and  bad  farming,  exist  to  a great  extent,  yet  in  a great  proportion  of 
this  district  the  disease  in  the  potato  crop  has  not  as  yet  appeared  so  general 
and  widely  spread  as  in  other  parts  of  the  Union.  The  oat  crops  and  the  small 
proportion  of  wheat  sown  look  well,  and  the  quantity  of  land  under  these  crops 
is  greater  than  the  average  of  former  years. 

Abbeylara — The  circumstances  of  this  division  are  in  many  respects  similar  to 
those  of  Granard.  The  want  of  drainage  in  the  tenacious  clay  laud  is  obvious, 
and  the  extent  and  quality  of  the  oat  and  wheat  crops  are  below  the  average  of 
former  years  : the  disease  in  the  potato  crop  prevails  to  an  alarming  extent. 

Castlenuqent — This  division  has  a less  population  in  proportion  to  its  area  and 
valuation  than  any  of  the  Union.  It  is  generally  divided  into  large  farms,  and  the 
tillage  much  superior  to  most  of  the  surrounding  districts.  The  breadth  of  land 
under  crops  of  human  food  is  greater  than  the  average  of  former  years.  The 
appearance  of  disease  in  the  potato  crop  is  general. 

County  Cavan. 

Scrabby — The  tillage  throughout  this  division  is  of  the  worst  description,  and 
the  crops  exhibit  a corresponding  state  of  inferiority.  Wheat  is  not  cultivated 
to  any  extent,  but  there  is  a greater  breadth  of  land  under  oats  than  usual. 

The  disease  in  the  potato  crop  is  prevalent,  but  some  localities  continue  as  yet 
free  from  it.  The  majority  of  the  population  are  small  occupiers ; and  as  is 
usual  with  that  description  of  tenantry,  they  are  idle,  improvident,  and  demora- 
lized to  an  awful  extent. 

Mullaghoran — The  observations  on  Scrabby  apply  to  a large  proportion  of  this 
division : that  part  of  it  adjoining  Drumlumman  is  in  rather  a better  state. 

The  disease  in  the  potato  crop  is  widely  spread  and  progressing  daily. 

Drumlumman — A considerable  proportion  of  this  division  is  in  grass  and 
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Miscellaneous.  meadow  lands ; but  the  high  market  prices  of  the  last  two  years  J ave  here  also 
induced  a greater  breadth  of  land  to  be  broken  up  for  human  food  crops,  and 
the  average  area  under  wheat  and  oats  is  greater  than  usual.  The  tillage  is  of 
the  worst  description ; the  land  generally  foul  with  weeds,  and  no  attempt  at 
drainage.  The  disease  in  the  potato  crop  is  universal,  and  progressing  rapidly 
to  its  total  destruction.  In  the  whole  district  I could  not  find  a held  free  from 
it.  The  consequent  dismay  and  alarm  of  the  small  farmers  is  beyond  all  pre- 
cedent ; they  are  digging  out  the  crop,  and  glutting  the  market  with  the  pro- 
duce, which  has  produced  a corresponding  fall  of  prices,  varying  from  2M.  to 
4r/.  per  stone. 

County  Westmeath. 

Foyran,  Liclcbla , Coole.  Street,  Rathowen — The  statistical  circumstances  of 
these  five  electoral  divisions  are  very  similar  to  each  other.  Thev  contain  a 
large  area  of  bog,  and  of  flat,  alluvial  grass  and  meadow  lands,  flooded  in  winter 
by  the  rivers  Gloise,  Inny,  and  their  tributaries.  A considerable  portion  of  them 
are  in  large  pasture  farms,  and  in  these  the  tillage  has  been  greatly  extended 
within  the  last  two  years.  On  the  uplands  the  crops  of  oats  and  wheat  have  a 
good  appearance.  The  potato  disease  has  throughout  these  divisions  exhibited 
itself  very  generally.  Strange  to  say,  the  peat  soils,  where  the  potatoes  were 
the  least  infected  in  the  former  seasons,  are  this  year  the  worst.  The  destitute 
portion  of  the  population  in  all  these  five  divisions  consist  chiefly  of  the  cottier 
tenantry  on  the  large  farms,  who  formerly  used  to  rent  con-acres  for  potatoes 
from  the  large  farmers,  and  of  those  located  along  the  margin  of  the  great  turf 
bogs,  occupying  patches  of  ground  reclaimed  from  the  bogs,  who  in  summer 
used  to  cut  and  sell  turf,  and  to  steal  from  their  neighbours  in  the  winter. 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  wretched  state  of  their  habitations,  or  their  barbarous 
ignorance  and  demoralization.  They  generally  contrived  to  plant  patches  of 
potatoes  on  dry  parts  of  the  bog,  and  were  iu  the  habit,  when  this  was  done,  of 
shutting,  shop  and  begging  through  the  country  during  the  summer.  The 
whole  of  this  population  are  now  utterly  destitute,  aud  must  be  supported  out 
of  the  rates  either  on  out-door  relief  or  as  inmates  of  the  workhouse. 

I have  extended  this  report  beyond  the  limits  which  perhaps  were  required ; 
but  it  will  give  the  Commissioners  a tolerable  correct  idea  of  the  general  state 
of  this  Union  and  of  its  prospects. 


Kelh  Union — Captain  Dent,  RN. : — August  12,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  9th 
instant,  calling  for  a report  on  the  present  appearance  of  the  potato  and  other 
crops  in  each  electoral  division  of  this  Union,  I beg  to  state,  that  from  per- 

sonal inspection,  as  well  as  from  every  information  I could  gain  from  the 
intelligent  small  farmers  as  well  as  the  gentry  and  large  landholders,  there  is 
every  tear  that  the  disease  is  gaining  ground,  and  has  in  appearance  much 
Kells  increased  since  my  last  report.  Certain  it  is  that  in  the  several  divisions  (see 

Buny,  } have.be®“  enabled  to  go  through  during  the  past  week,  very  many 

Kilskeer,  faelds  tha*  were  looking  healthy  and  flourishing,  show  now  a black  and  blasted 

Girley,  appearance  m the  stalks  and  leaves ; and  though,  in  the  inspection  of  the  roots,  I 

Teuton6’  have  seen  little  beyond  the  spotted  appearance,  which  on  removing  with  the 
nail,  has  been  found  not  to  have  penetrated,  from  the  offensive  smell,  however, 
issuing  from  some  fields,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  symptoms  similar 
to  that  of  1816  have  manifested  themselves.  This  is  shown  more  particularly  in 
the  late  sorts.  In  my  communications  with  different  persons,  I have  brought 
before  them  the  fact  of  the  late  unpropitious  weather,  not  only  as  respects  the 
extreme  wetness  of  the  season  but  its  being  attended  with  cold  and  frost  almost 
unknown  before  ; and  whether  to  this  might  not  be  attributable  the  present 
unhealthy  and  blighted  appearance  of  the  potato;  and  whether  more  genial 
weather  may  not  tend,  if  not  to  restore,  at  all  events  to  prevent  a further  spread. 
In  the  answers  to  those  queries  I have  almost  invariably  found,  that  in  propor- 
tion to  the  extent  of  the  ground  planted  by  the  person,  and  consequent  stake, 
they  were  of  a desponding  or  more  cheering  character. 

From  an  intelligent  and  large  holder  with  whom  I have  been  in  communica- 
tion this  day,  Mr.  Pat  Kearney,  of  Miltown,  in  the  Kilskeer  division,  I learn  his 
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opinion,  that  the  disease  in  his  part  is  not  on  the  increase.  He  stated  to  me, 
that  for  the  purpose  of  being  able  to  form  a more  correct  judgment  of  its 
progress  he  had  refrained  from  visiting  fields  of  his,  which  he  found  showing 
symptoms,  for  several  days ; and  that  his  impression  on  again  seeing  them  was, 
that  the  disease  had  not  gained,  and  his  consequent  hope  that  dry,  fine  weather 
would  stop  the  progress.  This  is  the  opinion  of  many : on  all  sides  it  is  admitted 
that  the  present  shows  nothing  of  the  virulent  nature  of  the  attack  manifested  in 
the  year  1846. 

With  reference  to  the  wheat  and  green  crops : notwithstanding  the  dreadful 
heavy  rains  we  have  had  they  are  standing  well  up  under  it  and  look  healthy  and 
promising.  The  extent  of  these — while  the  yield  is  not  expected  to  come  up  to 
last,  an  extraordinary  bearing,  year — is  above  the  average  usual  in  this  Union. 
In  consequence  of  the  great  breadth  of  land  occupied  by  the  potato,  the  turnip 
will  fall  far  short  of  last  year,  though  what  is  planted  have  a healthy,  promising 
appearance.  The  oats  appear  to  me  the  most  unpromising,  having  generally  no 
growth  in  the  stalk  ; and  while  the  recent  weather  has  done  great  damage  to 
the  hay  on  the  ground,  the  after-grass,  of  which  they  had  little  or  none  last  year, 
is  most  luxuriant  this ; and  will  supply  in  a great  measure  any  deficiency  which 
may  be  caused  by  not  saving  the  hay. 

I shall  consider  my  next  week’s  report  on  all  will  be  more  conclusive ; as  by 
that  time,  no  doubt,  I shall  be  enabled  to  speak  positively  as  to  the  progress  of 
the  disease. 


Kenmare  Union — Ccuptain  Ommanney , R.N. : — August  12,  1848. 

Agreeably  with  your  request  contained  in  letter  of  the  9th  inst.,  I have  the 
honour  to  transmit  the  following  statement  of  the  appearance  of  the  crops  in 
each  electoral  division  of  this  Union  : — 

Kenmare — Potato  crop  has  everywhere  been  blighted  about  the  town  of 
Kenmare ; the  gardens  have  suffered  more  severely  than  any  part  of  the  Union; 
a very  large  proportion  of  the  tubers  are  diseased.  The  proportion  of  grain 
crops  is  inconsiderable;  but  I am  informed  a less  extent  has  been  sown  this  year 
than  the  last.  The  oats  are  looking  well ; wheat  is  in  a backward  state,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  wet  weather ; turnips  have  been  sown — every  farmer  has  a small 
quantity. 

Bunawn — Potato  crop  has  been  extensively  cultivated  in  this  division  ; it  has 
at  present  suffered  but  little  damage  from  the  disease,  and  promises  well  at  pre- 
sent. Of  any  other  crop  there  is  a very  small  proportion  cultivated ; oats  look 
well ; most  of  the  farmers  have  a small  patch  of  turnips. 

ICilgarvan — The  potato  crop  partially  blighted ; within  the  last  week  there 
have  been  some  complaints  of  the  disease  being  in  the  tubers ; previous  to  this 
the  gardens  have  been  most  luxuriant ; there  is  every  reason  to  hope  the  pro- 
duce will  be  considerable  and  good ; turnips  are  generally  sown  in  small  quan- 
tities. Of  grain  there  is  more  sown  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union ; oats 
are  looking  well ; wheat  supposed  to  be  damaged  by  the  wet. 

Templenoe — Potato  crop  extensive  ; everywhere  the  blight  has  attacked  it — 
many  complaints  of  the  tubers  being  black  ; other  crops  are  very  inconsiderable ; 
turnips  in  small  quantities  are  cultivated,  but  not  to  any  greater  extent  than 
last  year. 

Ballybog — Potato  crop  is  extensive;  the  disease  made  its  appearance  here 
first,  and  has  done  great  damage ; several  gardens  are  totally  ruined,  and  every  one 
more  or  less  injured ; the  crop  to  all  appearance  suffered  extensively.  I have 
seen  gardens  where  all  the  potatoes  are  diseased  ; in  others  checked  before  they 
had  grown  to  a proper  size.  A few  turnips  are  cultivated ; the  country  and  soil 
incapable  of  producing  grain. 

Bourdoneen — Potato  crop  very  extensive ; in  several  localities  the  disease  has 
destroyed  entire  gardens,  others  have  escaped  as  yet ; generally  they  are  par- 
tially attacked;  a large  quantity, of  the  crop  may  yet  be.  safe  ; oats  and  wheat 
are  cultivated  but  partially  on  some  farms,  which  are  looking  well ; turnips  have 
been  planted  generally  in  small  quantities,  to  a greater  extent  than  usual. 

Ttiosist — Potato  crop  very  extensive ; the  disease  has  attacked  it  throughout 
the  division ; in  many  places  the  gardens  are  entirely  destroyed,  and  scarcely 
any  one  has  escaped.  The  disease  has  spread  considerably  during  the  last  week ; 
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several  complaints  of  the  tubers  being  black.  Of  grain  crops,  the  proportion  is 
very  limited ; oats  look  well ; turnips  are  generally  planted  in  small  quantities, 
but  more  extensively  than  any  previous  year.  From  all  accounts,  and  from 
personal  observation,  it  may  be  considered  that  at  the  present  time  about  one- 
third  of  the  potato  crop  is  destroyed ; but  from  the  extent  which  it  has  been 
cultivated  this  year,  should  one-half  be  saved,  there  will  ho  a considerable  quan- 
tity of  provisions,  as  the  people  have  risked  their  “all”  upon  the  fate  of  the  crop; 
a total  destruction  will  be  ruinous  to  every  body.  The  system  of  agriculture 
throughout  is  of  a most  indifferent  character.  The  turnip  has  been  brought  more 
extensively  into  notice  this  year;  I am  now  distributing  seed  to  put  in  the 
ground  where  potatoes  have  been  dug.  Potatoes  were  selling  in  the  market 
yesterday  for  four  pence  the  weight  of  21.  lbs. 


Kilntsh  Union — Captain  Kennedy : — Kilken,  A ugust  12,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  Oth  August,  I have  the  honour  to  state  that  1 
have  attentively  observed  the  state  of  the  crops  of  human  food,  so  all  im- 
portant in  this  Union.  The  potato  crop  is  almost  universally  blighted  wherever 
it  has  reached  a certain  degree  of  maturity.  I have  seen  whole  ridges  dug  up, 
and  fully  one-half  were  unfit  for  human  food.  The  remainder,  though  at 
present  sound,  will,  I have  no  doubt,  soon  become  tainted,  as  the  disease  is 
steadily  progressing  wherever  it  has  made  its  appearance. 

The  late  crops  in  many  instances  still  look  green  and  flourishing,  and  are  by 
their  hopeful  owners  thought  to  be  safe.  I am  of  a totally  different  opinion ; 
their  time  is  not  yet  come,  and  when  they  arrive  at  the  degree  of  maturity  at 
which  the  early  crop  was  attacked  I have  no  doubt  that  the  failure  will  he  still 
more  calamitous.  A most  flourishing  crop  under  my  daily  observation  has  been 
withered  and  blackened  within  three  days,  and  the  tubers' spotted. 

The  following  are  my  observations  (personal)  on  particular  electoral  divisions: — 

Kiliallyowcn — Blight  very  extensive,  though  not  of  so  aggravated  a character 
as  elsewhere. 

Moyarta — A very  small  quantity  for  immediate  use  may  he  saved;  calcula- 
tions of  practical  men  vary  from  one-fifth  to  one-tenth : I fear  the  latter  nearest 
the  truth. 

Kilkee — A considerable  quantity  of  early  potatoes  for  immediate  use,  but  all 
are  diseased  more  or  less  in  every  quality  of  ground. 

KiUard — Not  much  early  crop,  and  all  diseased. 

Kilmurry — Ditto. 

Knock , Kiljidane,  and  ICildysart — All  at  a certain  degree  of  maturity  diseased. 

Killimcr  and  Kilni.sk — A less  quantity  planted,  hut  all  more  or  less  infected ; 
many  fields  a total  loss. 

Kilbfin — Much  the  same  as  Killard,  Kilmacduanc,  and  Kilmihil;  a less 
breadth  planted,  but  almost  all  infected. 

Once  infected  the  plant  withers  progressively  and  visibly  from  day  to  day, 
a single  night  making  a marked  difference  in  the  appearance  and  colour.  The 
disease  resembles  that  of  1845.  But  few  of  the  poor  seem  to  realize  the  extent 
or  consequences  of  this  mysterious  calamity. 

As  regards  other  crops  of  human  food  I have  to  observe,  that  a considerable 
breadth  of  beans  has  been  planted  in  the  western  part  of  the  Union,  and  look 
healthy.  Taking  the  average  of  the  Union,  I am  of  opinion  that  the  breadth  of 
cereal  crops  is  equal  to  former  years,  though  I hear  numerous  and,  from  my  own 
knowledge,  well-founded  complaints  of  the  barley  and  wheat  crops.  The  con- 
tinued heavy  rain,  undrained  land,  and  wretched  tillage  fully  account  for  this. 


Listowel  Union — Captain  Spark : — August  12,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Commissioners  in  your  letter  of  the  9th 
instant,  I regret  to  have  to  make  a report  which  may  be  comprised  in  five  words 
used  by  the  farmers  and  others  to  me  in  the  course  of  my  inquiries — “ the  potato 
crop  is  gone.” 

Yet  I do  not  go  the  length  of  stating  that  none  will  be  available  for  food.  The 
common  early  potatoes,  such  as  were  put  in  the  ground  early,  in  March  and 
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April,  have  in  many  fields  sound  tubers  not  yet  affected  by  the  blight,  not  how- 
ever full  grown ; and  as  this  sort  preponderates,  I consider  that  about  one-third 
the  crop  may  be  saved  if  they  are  taken  up  in  time.  The  later  set  potatoes  will 
yield  nothing,  and  are  daily  dying  off,  as  are  all  others. 

Of  the  corn  crops,  oats  and  barley  look  well — these  prevail  in  preference  to 
wheat ; the  latter  appears  thin  and  weak.  The  extent  of  corn  crops  is  considered, 
as  compared  with  last  year’s  sowing,  to  be  from  one-half  to  one-third  less. 

The  above  remarks  apply  to  the  following  electoral  divisions,  all  I have  been 
able  to  inspect  personally  this  week.  I have  had  but  yesterday  and  to-day  to 
look  to  the  matter,  having  received  the  letter  on  Thursday,  the  day  of  the  board’s 
meeting : — 


Listowel, 

Gunsborougli,. 

Ballylongford, 

Killiheuny, 

Kiltomy, 

Newtown  Sandes, 


Kilfeiglmey, 
Kilshinane, 
Kilfiyn, 
Rattoo, 
Dramkeen ; 


Miscellaneous. 


but  I know  from  former  visits  and  inquiries  that  the  same  would  perfectly 
apply  to  every  division  of  the  Union. 

If  the  weather  should  continue  to  be  wet,  as  at  present,  the  general  opinion  is 
that  the  corn  crop  will  be  jeopardized.  Of  turnips  and  other  green  crops  there 
is  little  sown  in  this  Union,  but  they  look  well. 


Longford  Union — Mr.  Doicnman : — August  13,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant, 
and  in  reply  beg  to  make  the  following  statement  of  the  crops  in  this  Union  : — 


Longford, 

Newtown  Forbes,  . 
Edgeiuortlistown,  . 
Ardagh, 
Ballinamuch, 

Drumlisli, 

Mohill, 

Termonbarrg, 
Killashee — Moydow, 

Cashel, 

JRathcline , 
Ballymahon, 
Kilcommack, 
Taghshinny, 


Potatoes,  with  very  few  exceptions,  are  all  diseased ; the  bulb  of  about 
one-third  of  the  crop  is  black,  and  the  injury  is  increasing  daily. 
Ditto,  ditto,  clitto. 

Ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 

Ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 

Potatoes  are  all  diseased ; the  bulb  of  about  one-half  the  crop  is  af- 
fected, and  the  disease  is  increasing  daily. 

Ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 

Ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 

Ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 

Potatoes  are  safer  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union ; one-quarter 
are  at  present  sound. 

Potatoes  appear  from  the  stalk  to  be  all  gone. 

Ditto,  ditto. 

Ditto,  ditto. 

Ditto,  ditto. 

Ditto,  ditto. 


The  remaining  electoral  divisions  I have  not  visited  for  some  time,  but  the 
reports  are  that  the  potatoes  are  all  going.  The  disease  is  increasing  so  rapidly 
that  potatoes  that  were  sound  in  Killashee  on  Wednesday  were  all  diseased  on 
Friday.  The  crop  in  this  Union  must  be  considered  nearly  as  great  a failure  as 
the  year  the  disease  first  appeared. 

The  wheat  is  injured  in  many  fields,  but  to  no  alarming  extent.  All  other 
crops  are  looking  remarkably  well.  There  is  a greater  extent  of  wheat,  and  far 
greater  extent  of  oats,  here,  and  barley  than  previous  years.  There  are  very  few 
turnips  in  the  Union. 


Macroom  Union — Mr.  Brandling: — August  13,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  I have  the  honour  to  state  that  the  potato  crop 
appears  to  be  affected  throughout  the  entire  of  the  Macroom  Union.  In  travel- 
ling through  the  country  I cannot  see  a single  field  of  potatoes  without  the  appear- 
ance of  disease ; and  this  awful  calamity  is  gradually  gaining  ground  in  every 
direction.  I examined  a cluster  of  potato  gardens,  consisting  of  ten  acres,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Macroom,  and  found  them  completely  destroyed.  I see  loads 
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Miscellaneous.  0f  damaged  potatoes  brought  from  all  quarters  to  the  Macroom  market,  to  be  sold 
' at  reduced  prices  for  feeding  cattle.  The  weather  being  so  very  unfavourable, 

and  the  potato  disease  increasing  from  day  to  day,  an  opinion  on  the  future  pros- 
pects of  the  country  would  be  merely  a matter  of  conjecture.  At  present  I do 
not  think  that  more  than  one-third  of  the  potatoes  are  damaged;  but  this  visita- 
tion is  not  equally  distributed  through  the  country.  Some  poor  creatures  have 
their  gardens  destroyed;  and  these  people  must  depend  on  the  poor  rates  for  their 
support  during  the  coming  winter. 

The  wheat  crops  are  decidedly  scanty.  The  farmers  do  not  anticipate  saving 
much  more  than  half  of  an  average  crop. 

A fortnight  of  fine  weather  would  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  oat  crop, 
which  promises  a good  return. 

The  Macroom  Board  of  Guardians  have  appointed  Saturday  the  26th  of 
August,  for  a special  meeting,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  crops. 
A written  exposition  shall  be  sent  from  the  meeting  to  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, to  put  them  in  possession  of  the  general  prospects  of  the  Union. 


Milford  Union — Mr.  Horsley : — August  12,  1S48. 

Herewith  I have  the  honour  to  transmit  the  statement  you  called  for  by  your 
letter  of  the  9th  instant.  In  consequence  of  a mistake  at  the  Rathmelton 
post-office,  I received  that  letter  only  yesterday  evening  instead  of  on  Thursday 
evening.  . 

I had,  however,  walked  and  ridden  over  the  greater  part  of  the  Union  since 
Monday  last ; and  am  therefore  able  to  report,  from  personal  observation,  upon 
the  general  appearance  of  the  crops  in  the  several  electoral  divisions  of  the 
Union. 


Enclosure. 

Statement  of  the  present  appearance  of  the  Potato  Crop,  and  of  the  other  Crops  for 
Human  Food: — August  12,  1S48. 

Rathmelton— In  this  division  disease  has  within  the  last  few  days  manifested  itself  in  almost 
every  field  of  potatoes.  The  leaves  are  spotted  and  withered,  and  the  haulms  arc  partially 
discoloured  or  blackened.  In  some  instances  the  disease  has  already  descended  into  the 
tubers.  The  turnip  crop,  owing  partly  to  the  ravages  of  the  fly,  and  partly  to  an  insuf- 
ficiency of  manure,  is  not  likely  to  yield  much  more  than  half  the  bulk  and  weight  given 
by  the  same  description  of  crop  last  year.  Nearly  one-fourth  of  the  arable  laud  in  this 
division  is  under  potatoes  and  other  green  crops. 

Oats  are  strong,  and  very  well  corned ; unless,  however,  there  should  be  an  immediate 
occurrence  of  dry  and  sunny  weather,  they  will  ripen  badly  and  be  light  in  weight.  Very 
little  wheat  is  grown  in  this  division,  or  indeed  in  the  Union ; it  is  an  average  crop  in 
appearance. 

Caru  In  this  division  also  the  presence  of  disease  amongst  the  potatoes  is  too  apparent 
and  general.  The  turnip  crop  does  not  give  promise  of  an  abundant  yield.  About  one- 
seventh  of  the  arable  land  is  under  potatoes  and  other  green  crops. 

Oats  and  other  grain  crops  look  remarkably  well,  and  only  want  sun  and  genial  weather 
to  ensure  then-  turning  out  well  on  the  threshing-floor.  The  frosts  which  have  prevailed 
for  the  last  few  nights  are  against  them  however. 

Rathmullen — In  this  division  rot  among  the  potatoes  is  even  more  apparent  than  in  the 
two  former  ones,  owing  to  the  crop  being,  in  it,  further  advanced  towards  maturity.  The 
turnip  crop,  from  having  had  the  benefit  of  superior  tillage,  wears  a strong  and  healthy 
appearance.  About  one-seventh  of  the  arable  land  is  under  potatoes  and  other  greeu 
crops.  Peas  and  beans  are  both  tolerable  crops. 

Oats  and  other  grain  crops  only  require  to  ripen  well  to  be  above  average  crops. 

Oughterhn — This  is  a very  late  division  in  point  of  climate,  and  in  addition  to  this  the 
sod  is  wretchedly  cultivated,  consequently  all  crops  are  backward  in  it ; but  even  here  the 
potato  crop  shows  symptoms  of  disease.  Turnips  are  very  bad,  having  been  sown  in  cold 
wet  sod,  and  having  been  given  but  little  manure  ; almost  all  the  manure  was  applied  to 
the  potatoes.  About  one-tenth  of  the  arable  land  is  under  potatoes  and  green  crops. 

1 much  fear,  from  the  backwardness  of  the  season  and  the  cold  nature  of  the  soil  in  this 
division,  oats  will  have  ultimately  to  be  included  under  the  head  of  green  crop.  There  is 
no  wheat  to  any  extent  grown  hi  this  division. 

. Milford— Rere  also  the  first  stage  of  the  potato  rot  has  manifested  itself  generally;  and 
m some  fields  decomposition  has  set  in  amongst  the  tubers.  Turnips  do  not  give  promise 
of  an  average  yield.  Peas  are  a good  crop ; about  one-eightli  of  the  soil  under  green  crop. 

Oats,  wheat,  and  other  grain  crops  look  luxuriant  at  present,  but  are  a long  way  from 
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Carrichart — The  spotting  of  the  leaves  and  discolouration  of  the  stems  of  the  potato 
plant  has  only  just  commenced  in  this  division ; but  I have  seen  few  fields  altogether  free 
from  taint.  The  turnip  crop,  owing  to  bad  farming  and  bad  soil  combined,  is  unpromising. 
About  one-seventh  of  the  arable  land  is  under  green  crop. 

Oats  and  barley,  if  well  ripened,  will  both  prove  above  average  crops. 

Meevagh — Disease  among  the  potato  crops  in  this  division  is  clearly  discernible  in 
almost  every  field  or  garden ; but,  as  the  soil  is  of  a light  and  dry  nature,  there  is  some 
reason  to  hope  that  the  tubers,  though  small,  may  eventually  prove  tolerably  sound.  Turnips 
look  very  indifferent.  About  one-tenth  of  soil  under  green  crop. 

Oats  and  barley  are  thin,  and  but  moderately  well  corned.  They  will  be  ready  for  the 
sickle  sooner  than  in  other  places  where  the  soil  is  stiffer.  » 

Glinsk — The  first  stage  of  the  rot  is  visible  in  every  field  of  potatoes  in  this  division  ; it 
is  observable  in  small  patches  in  each  field,  and  will,  I much  fear,  spread  over  the  whole  of 
them.  Turnips  scarcely  promise  an  average  yield.  Peas  are  a good  crop.  About  one- 
seventh  of  the  arable  soil  is  under  green  crop  of  one  kind  or  another. 

Oats  and  barley  promise  at  present  to  be  above  average  crops. 

Carrowkeel — There  is  every  appearance  of  a failure  in  the  potato  crop  in  this  division. 
Turnips  suffered  a good  deal  from  the  ravages  of  the  fly,  but  they  will  still  be  a tolerable 
crop.  About  one-eighth  of  the  arable  soil  is  under  green  crop. 

The  grain  crops  generally  look  very  well,  but  require  a fortnight  of  fine  and  sunny- 
weather  to  ripen  them. 

Greenfort — The  potato  rot  in  its  first  stage  is  also  generally  observable  in  some  portion  or 
other  of  the  potato  fields  in  this  division.  Turnips  are  not  coming  away  particularly  well. 
About  one-eighth  of  the  arable  soil  is  under  green  crop. 

Oats  and  barley  show  luxuriantly. 

Kilmacrenan — There  is  less  appearance  as  yet  of  the  potato  rot  in  this  division  than  in 
any  other  in  the  Union ; but  still  there  is  a distinct  indication  of  it  in  numerous  fields  that 
I have  minutely  inspected.  Turnips  look  tolerably  well  in  this  division. 

All  the  grain  crops  give  promise  of  a good  return,  if  they  get  good  ripening  weather.' 

Doon — In  this  division  the  potato  crop  has  begun  to  show  symptoms  of  disease  ; and  the 
small  farmers,  who  in  many  instances  parted  with  their  last  head  of  stock  to  purchase  seed, 
are  in  a very  desponding  state.  There  is  very  little  land  under  turnip  culture,  such  as  it  is. 

The  grain  crops  promise  well  at  present. 

Obsei'vations — Since  Saturday  last,  the  5th  of  August  (the  date  of  my  last  report  on  the 
state  of  the  potato  crop),  the  potato  crop  has  quite  changed  its  aspect  in  this  Union.  There 
is  scarcely  a field  under  that  crop  in  the  Union  which  has  not  been  smitten  more  or  less 
by  blight ; and  I very  much  fear,  that  although  the  mischief  is  at  present  almost  entirely 
confined  to  the  leaves  and  stems  of  the  potato  plants,  the  tubers  will,  in  a great  measure, 
soon  become  unfit  for  human  food.  Even  should  they  remain  sound,  they  are  so  small, 
and  their  further  increase  in  size  so  improbable  when  the  stems  which  convey  the  sap  to 
them  are  diseased,  that  much  reliance  cannot  bo  placed  upon  them  for  furnishing  anything 
like  a staple  supply  of  food  for  the  population.  But  from  what  I have  seen,  I cannot 
entertain  any  reasonable  hope  that  they  will  remain  sound ; nor  do  the  potato  growers 
themselves  entertain  any  such  expectation.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  rushing  into  the 
markets  with  their  potatoes,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  the  price  of  them  is  falling  daily. 
I could  have  pm-chased  to-day  any  quantity  at  2 \d.  per  stone,  and  by  the  middle  of  next 
week  I doubt  not  the  price  will  fall  to  Hrf.  per  stone. 

The  general  impression  here  is,  that  the  crop  will  fail  almost  as  signally  as  it  did  in  1846. 

In  corroboration  of  this  I may  mention,  that  a person  in  this  neighbourhood,  who  is  by 
no  means  given  to  rash  speculation,  has  within  the  last  three  days  ordered,  at  certain 
limits,  1,000  tons  of  Indian  corn  from  America. 

The  disease  in  the  crop  has  set  in  this  season  much  earlier  than  it  did  last  season, 
and  consequently  the  tubers  at  the  roots  of  the  plants  are  still  very  small.  The  offensive 
smell,  which  is  one  mark  of  the  disease,  is  now  very  observable,  especially  after  sunset. 

Should  the  potato  crop  fail  generally  and  signally  in  this  Union,  as  is  feared,  I have  no 
hesitation  in  affirming,  that  the  supply  of  food  for  human  consumption  will  fall  very  far 
short  of  the  produce  of  last  year,  or  of  any  other  year  of  recent  occurrence,  with  the 
exception  perhaps  of  1846. 


MoliiU  Union — Major  Haliday: — August  13,  1848. 

In  accordance  with  your  desire,  conveyed  to  me  in  Mr.  Stanley’s  letter 
of  the  9th  instant,  I have  the  honour  to  transmit  the  following  statement 
as  to  the  appearance  of  the  potato  crop,  and  the  state  and  relative  extent  (as 
compared  with  former  years)  of  the  other  crops  of  human  food,  in  the  several 
electoral  divisions  of  the  Mohill  Union.  I have  within  the  last  week  passed 
through  portions  of  eight  of  these,  and  inquired  particularly  of  the  resident  farmers. 
I may  remark,  that  it  is  chiefly  within  the  last  ten  days  that  the  extensive  and  now 
rapidly  spreading  appearance  of  disease  in  the  potato  crop  has  occurred  ; and  in 
many  cases  with  a suddenness  equal  to  that  of  the  blight  of  1845  and  1846. 
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Enclosure. 

Statement  of  tlio  appearance,  &c.,  of  the  Potato  Crop,  and  of  the  amount,  &c.,  of  other 
Crops  of  Human  Food. 

Molnll — Potatoes  : plants  almost  universally  discoloured  within  the  last  week  ; tubers 
in  some  cases  affected,  but  as  yet  not  deeply ; existence  of  the  disease  unquestionable. 
Wheat  crop  (not  large),  injured  by  the  rain  and  by  smut ; other  crops,  oats,  rye,  &c.,  fine' 
and  promise  abundant  yield ; most  houses  have  plots  with  cabbage,  &c.  Great*  extent  of 
waste  land  from  ejectments  and  surrendered  holdings;  consequently  average  extent  rather 
below  usual. 

Annciduff— Potatoes  : nearly  every  field  discoloured,  and  tubers  in  many  cases  affected 
more  or  less.  Grain  crops  of  every  kind  fine  and  luxuriant ; wheat  somewhat  injured ; 
every  cottage  has  its  garden,  with  turnips,  cabbages,  &c.,  but  no  largo  breadth  ofioreen 
crop.  Much  waste  land  as  above ; average  nearly  equal  to  former  years. 

Annaghveagh — Potatoes:  great  and  general  discolouration  ; tubers  in  many  cases  affected. 
Wheat  crop  somewhat  injured ; other  green  crops  very  ample  and  fine;  plots  of  turnip 
cabbage,  &c.,  as  above.  Extent  of  grain  nearly  double  that  of  former  years. 

Finn — Potatoes : every  field  blackened,  and  tubers  beginning  to  be  much  affected. 
Grain  crops  of  all  kinds  good  and  promising  ; plots  of  turnips,  &c.,  numerous  and  good.' 
Extent,  nearly  double  the  usual  amount. 

Cloone— Potatoes : I have  not  seen  this  division  for  some  time  ; crop  reported  to  me  as 
showing  the  blight  generally,  and  some  potatoes  diseased.  Grain  crops  abundant  and  fine, 
with  the  exception  of  wheat,  which  is  laid  by  the  continued  rains  ; plots  of  turnips,  cabbage’ 
&c.,  at  nearly  every  house.  Great  tracts  of  waste  and  untilled  land — consequently  extent 
of  grain  rather  below  usual  average. 

JEslin — Potatoes : fields  generally  blackened ; tubers  said  to  be  in  many  instances  quite 
destroyed;  about  one-sixth  useless.  Gram  crops  (except  wheat),  fine  and  promising  ; wheat 
injured  by  smut  and  rain.  Great  extent  of  waste  and  surrendered  ground  ; average  extent 
scarcely  equal  to  the  usual. 

F enaglt — I have  recently  seen  only  a very  small  portion  of  this  division  : potato  gardens 
all  black ; fields  also  beginning  suddenly  to  be  discoloured.  Grain  crops  fine  and  abundant ; 
numerous  garden  plots,  with  cabbage,  &c.  Extent,  one-third  larger  than  usual. 

Agliavas — Potatoes  : breadth  planted  very  small ; general  discolouration,  and  complaint 
of  decay.  Crops,  especially  oats,  ample  and  promising  well ; plots  of  cabbage,  &c.,  general. 
Extent,  nearly  twice  as  great  as  former  average. 

Carrigallen — I havo  not  seen  this  division  lately.  Potatoes  said  to  bo  everywhere 
diseased,  and  some  quite  gone.  Crops  good  and  amplo;  plots  of  cabbage,  &c.,  but  no 
large  breadth  of  green  crop.  Extent,  one-half  larger  than  usual. 

Neiutoiungoi'c — I cannot  speak  from  recent  personal  observation.  Potatoes  said  to  bo  much 
affected,  and  a large  portion  diseased.  Grain  crops  good  and  promising;  numerous 
plots  of  green  crops ; turnips,  &c.  Extent,  probably  one-half  greater  than  usual. 

Fmmreilly  Groat  breadth  of  potatoes  ; said  to  bo  much  affected,  and  tubers  docaying. 
I have  not  seen  this  within  a fortnight  past.  Crops  good ; most  houses  have  their  kitchen 
garden,  with  cabbage,  &c. ; no  cultivation  of  green  crops  on  the  large  scale.  Extent, 
about  one-tlurd  greater  than  usual. 

* Ballinamore  Potatoes  : very  little  appearance  of  the  blight  within  a few  days  past, 
but  the  gardens  showing  discolouration;  potatoes  in  market  sound.  Crops  good  and 
promising  ; plots  of  green  crops  generally  attached  to  the  cabins.  Extent,  fullv  one-half 
greater  than  usual. 

t * Ouglitci'agh — I have  not  seen  any  part  of  this  division  recently.  Same  observations  as 
lor  .tSalhnamore  apply,  as  I am  informed.  Crops  said  to  be  large  and  fine.  Extent,  fully 
one-halt  greater  than  usual. 


Newcastle  Union— Captain  Routh August  13,  1848. 

On  Friday  I visited  Monagay,  Drumcallagher,  Killagholehane,  and  Killeedy; 
on  Saturday,  Clouncagh,  Ballingarry,  Castletown,  Kilmeedy,  and  Mahoonagh. 

With  the  exception  of  one  or  two  fields,  every  garden  that  I passed  was 
blighted,  and  in  several  the  people  were  digging  the  potatoes.  In  each  of  these 
I gathered  some  ■ potatoes  at  haphazard,  and  found  in  all  that  a majority  of 
the  potatoes  were  affected. 

I was  informed  that  owing  to  the  lateness  of  sowing  the  scallion,  the  potato 
would  not  arrive  at  maturity  until  1st  of  September ; yet  many  are  at  present 
taking  them  up  half  grown,  to  realize  a little  by  their  sale  now.  I made  in- 
quiries on  the  road  of  different  farmers,  and  all  gave  me  the  worst  possible 
accounts  of  them.  I also  called  upon  several  of  the  resident  gentry,  and  their 
opinion  was  the  same.  One  farmer  told  me  that  he  considered  that  the  failure 

* These  divisions  comprise  much  mountain  and  upland  ground ; and  therefore  the  crop  is  later, 
ine  non-appearance  of  disease  as  yet  is  therefore  probably  fallacious. 
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would  be  more  extensive  than  in  1846,  because  in  that  year  the  disease  made 
its  appearance  at  a later  period,  and  they  were  enabled  to  save  more  potatoes.. 

The  disease  spreads,  and  the  anticipations  are,  that  a very  general  failure  will 
be  the  consequence.  From  my  personal  inspection,  I cannot  hold  out  any 
hopes,  that  in  the  electoral  divisions  I have  mentioned  their  anticipations  will 
not  turn  out  correct.  It  is  the  disease  of  1846,  and  very  general. 

I send  specimens  of  potatoes  gathered  from  different  fields.  To-morrow  and 
Tuesday  I will  visit  Abbeyfeale,  Rathronan,  and  Ardagh. 

The  accounts  I receive  of  the  two  former  places  are  very  bad ; but  I under- 
stand it  is  not  general  in  Ardagh.  I shall  be  able  to  write  more  positively 
on  the  subject  after  my  inspection. 

The  wheat  crop  is  by  no  means  abundant,  but  what  there  is  is  promising ; 
the  worm  has  not  affected  it  materially.  Oats  and  barley  are  both  thick  and 
good.  Turnips  are  middling. 

There  has  not  been  much  wheat  or  turnips  sown.  Oats  and  barley  have 
been  sown  more  extensively;  but  I am  unable  at  present  to  give  accurate 
information  as  to  whether  the  crop  sown  is  greater  this  year  than  in  preceding 
years.  I shall  not  fail  to  inform  myself,  and  let  you  know  the  result. 


New  Ross  Union — Mr.  Bayly : — A ugust  13,  1848. 

I have  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I have  visited 
each  electoral  division  in  this  Union  within  the  three  last  days.  I have  carefully 
examined  some  hundred  potato  fields,  and  regret  to  be  obliged  to  state  that  the 
crop  has  been  seriously  attacked  by  disease,  with  a very  few  exceptions,  within 
the  last  eight  days.  Most  of  the  farmers  first  perceived  a change  on  the  6th 
instant,  which  they  attribute  to  the  heavy  showers,  accompanied  by  lightning, 
which  fell  on  the  previous  day. 

The  quantity  of  potatoes  planted  is  generally  supposed  to  be  five  times  more, 
turnips  and  other  green  crops  considerably  less,  and  corn  about  the  same  as  last 
year,  as  in  many  places  grass  land  was  broken  up  for  wheat  and  oats. 

The  farmers  are  much  alarmed,  and  in  a most  desponding . state  at  the  pros- 
pect of  another  potato  failure ; even  the  poorest  of  them  having  made  the  most 
strenuous  exertions  to  plant  as  much  land  as  they  could  procure  seed  for,  and 
neglected  sowing  turnips  or  other  green  crops,  of  which  there  was  considerably 
more  last  year. 

I enclose  a summary  of  my  observations  in  each  electoral  division. 


Fethard, 


Dunbrody,  . 
Tintern , 
Whitechurch, 

New  Ross,  . 
Dysertmoon,  . 
Inistiogue,  . 
Woodstock,  . 
The  Rower,  . 

Graigue, 

St.  Mullins,  . 
Templeudigan, 

Old  Ross, 
Adamstown, . 
Carnagh, 
Newbawn,  .> 
Horetown, 
Clongeen, 


Enclosure. 

Potato  crop  very  little  injured  as  yet ; about  five  times  more  planted 
than  last  year ; wheat  crop  thin ; oats  and  barley  good.  The 
quantity  of  land  under  corn  the  same  as  last  year,  but  the  quality 
generally  inferior. 

Ditto,  ditto,  • ditto. 

Ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 

Potato  fields  all  black;  in  most  of  them  the  tubers  already  show 

. symptoms  of  disease : wheat,  oats,  and  barley  good. 

Ditto,  ditto,  . ditto. 

Ditto,  ditto ; wheat,  oats,  and  barley  very  thin. 

Ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 

Ditto,  ditto,  ditto.  ■ 


barley  good. 
Ditto, 

ditto; 

wheat  thin;  oats  and  barley  good. 

Ditto, 

ditto, 

ditto. 

Ditto, 

ditto, 

ditto. 

Ditto, 

ditto, 

ditto. 

Ditto, 

ditto, 

ditto. 

Ditto, 

ditto, 

ditto. 

Ditto, 

1 ditto, 

ditto. 

Ditto, 

ditto, 

ditto. 

Ditto, 

ditto, 

ditto. 

Miscellaneous. 
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Nenagh  Union — Captain  Barley,  R.N.: — August  12,  1848. 

It  gives  mo  the  greatest  pain  to  be  obliged  to  report  to  you,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Commissioners,  that  the  potato  crop  throughout  the  entire  of  this 
Union  is  irreparably  damaged.  The  very  inclement  weather  which  has  prevailed 
during  the  last  week  has  I greatly  fear  sealed  the  fate  of  this  crop.  There  is 
not  now  an  electoral  division  in  the  Union  where  the  disease  has  not  appeared 
and  is  making  rapid  progress.  I have  lying  before  me  reports  from  each  electoral 
division,  and  they  all  agree  in  this  lamentable  statement.  1 have  just  returned 
from  a ride  of  from  thirty  to  forty  miles  through  the  southern  part  of  the  Union, 
including  the  electoral  divisions  of  ICilmore,  Killoscully,  Kilncrath,  and  Newport’ 
and  my  own  observations  confirm  these  sad  reports.  From  many  fields  the  most 
offensive  smell  arises,  clearly  proving  that  putrefaction  is  going  forward.  Unless 
a favourable  change  speedily  takes  place  in  the  weather  the  late  crop  will  be  lost. 
The  people  are  digging  out  the  early  crop  for  sale,  and  for  their  own  present  use.' 
Potatoes  were  sold  in  the  market  of  Nenagh  this  day  at  from  four  pence  to  five 
pence  a stone  weight. 

The  wheat  crop  is  throughout  the  Union  very  thin,  and  far  below  the  usual 
average,  besides  which  it  has  received  very  serious  damage  from  the  severity  of 
the  weather.  Bere  is  also  a bad  crop. 

The  crops  of  oats  and  barley  as  yet  promise  to  be  abundant  and  good,  and  an 
unusual  breadth  of  land  has  been  sown  with  oats  this  year.  Turnips  in  General 
look  well,  but  the  quantity  cultivated  in  the  Union  is  insignificant.  ° 


Oldcastle  Union — Captain  Bur  metier  :■ — August  12,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  9th  August, 
I have  the  honour  to  forward  a report  on  the  general  state  of  the  crops  in  this 
Union. 

As  regards  the  potatoes  I have  to  state,  that  up  to  this  date  I believe  that  at 
least  one-third  of  the  crop  is  destroyed,  taking  the  Union  throughout.  I find 
the  blight  more  severe  in  the  vicinity  of  Oldcastle,  and  rather  lighter  in  the  high 
land  about  Crossakeel.  I have  no  doubt  but  that  the  destruction  is  still  going  on, 
and  it  is  probable  that  it  will  be  as  extensive  as  in  1840.  I observe  that  the 
people  have  given  up  keeping-  the  fields  clear  of  weeds,  from  the  opinion  that 
prevails  of  its  being-  useless  to  take  further  trouble  about  them. 

As  regards  the  cereal  crops,  I believe  that  the  wheat  harvest  will  not  be  an 
average  one ; the  grain  is  light  and  inferior  to  that  of  last  year,  and  some  smut 
is  apparent  caused  by  the  prolonged  wet  during  the  time  the  corn  was  in  flower. 
Ihere  are  also  some  instances  of  its  being  blighted.  The  oat  crop  promises  to  be 
abundant  and  good ; some  few  fields  of  heavy  oats  have  been  slightly  damaged 
by  the  late  rams.  As  to  the  turnips,  they  appear  to  be  good. 

In  the  eight  relief  districts  of  this  Union,  I find  from  the  best  information  I 
have  been  able  to  obtain,  that  with  reference  to  the  crops  of  last  year  there  has 
this  year  been  sown  in  the 


ELECTORAL  DIVISIONS  OF  OF  CORN, 

Crossakeel  and  Killallon  . . less, 

Moylagh  and  Ivilleagh  . , about  equal, 

Oldcastle  and  Loughcrew  . . less, 

Castlepollard  and  Fore  . . about  equal, 

Munterconnaught  and  Virginia  . rather  less, 
Castlerahan  ....  more 

BallyjamesduiF  ....  more]  ’. 

Kilbride less, 


It  is  to  be  observed  that  much  ipore  land  was 
the  Union  in  1848  than  in  the  preceding  year. 


AND  OF  TURNIPS, 

less  by  one-half  than  in  1847. 
less. 


about  equal, 
much  less, 
less, 
less, 
less. 


sown  with  potatoes  throughout 


Further  Letter  from  Captain  Burmester : — August  12,  1848. 

I forward  my  weekly  report  on  the  potato  crop. 

The  blight  has  increased  in  every  direction,  and  the  proportion  of  diseased 
potatoes  is  greater  than  it  was  last  week. 

.1  annex  the  weekly  returns  of  relieving  officers. 
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Crossaheel Has  tlie  blight  increased  in  this  division  during  the  last  week  ? — It  has 

increased  very  considerably.  . _ t i * . . c 

What  portion  of  the  crop  is  lost  at  the  present  time  ?— I think  about  one-nmth  part  ot 
Cr°KillaUon — Has  the  blight  increased  in  this  division  during  the  last  week  ?— It  has  con- 


siderably. 

What  portion  of  the  crop  is  lost  at  present  ’—About  one-tenth  part  of  the  crop. 
My  opinion  is,  that  in  the  course  of  one  month  the  entire  crop  will  be  gone. 


Moylagh — Has  the  blight  increased  during  the  last  week  ?— It  has  greatly  increased. 
What  portion  of  the  crop  is  lost  at  the  present  time  ?— I think  nearly  one-third  is  lost. 
Killeagh — Has  the  blight  increased  during  the  last  week  ?— It  has  greatly  increased. 
What  portion  of  the  crop  is  lost  at  present  ?— I think  one-third  of  the  crop  is  lost. 

I am  of  opinion  if  the  blight  increases  as  it  has  for  the  last  ten  days,  there  will  not  be 
one-tenth  of  them  safe  in  another  three  weeks. 


Oldcastle Has  the  blight  increased  during  the  last  week?— The  blight  has  increased 

during  the  last  week.  . 

What  portion  of  the  crop  is  destroyed  at  the  present  tune  ? — Probably  one-sixtli. 

Lmiglicrew — Has  the  blight  increased  during  the  last  week?— It  has  increased  con- 
siderably. 

What  portion  of  the  crop  is  destroyed  at  present  ? — About  one-sixth. 

In  all  probability  the  condition  of  the  poor  will  be  as  bad  next  winter  as  last  winter,  if 
they  do  not  get  employment. 

Castlepollard— Has  the  blight  increased  during  the  last  week  ?— It  has  very  much. 

What  portion  of  the  crop  is  at  present  destroyed  ?— Nearly  two-thirds. 

Fore Has  the  blight  increased  during  the  last  week  ?— It  has. 

What  portion  of  the  crop  is  at  present  lost  ? — Same  as  Castlepollard. 

The  potato  that  is  in  the  least  touched  with  disease  is  unfit  for  use,  and  even  not  fit  food 
for  pigs ; they  smell  quite  strong.  Such  are  the  reports  of  the  farmers  of  the  above  elec- 
toral divisions. 

Michael  Meagher. 


Virginia — Has  the  blight  increased  during  the  last  week  ?— Very  much. 

What  portion  of  the  crop  is  at  present  lost  ? — Nearly  two-thirds. 

Munterconnaught — Has  the  blight  increased  during  the  last  week?— Very  much. 
What  portion  of  the  crop  is  at  present  lost  ?— Nearly  two-thirds. 

There  are  little  or  no  hopes  of  their  recovery. 

Francis  Durham. 


Kilbride Has  the  blight  increased  during  the  last  week  ?— It  has  increased  considerably. 

What  portion  of  the  crop  is  at  present  lost  ?— I think  about  two-thirds  of  the  crop. 

In  my  opinion  there  will  not  be  a single  potato  at  the  1st  of  October  next.  • 

William  Reilly. 


Ballyjamesduff — Has  the  blight  increased  during  the  last  week  ?— It  has  increased  con- 

What  portion  of  the  crop  is  at  present  destroyed?— I think  about  one-eighth  of  the  crop 
is  at  present  destroyed.  . . 

I think  from  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop,  which  is  now  almost  general,  that  a greater 
destitution  will  prevail  in  the  above  district  than  in  any  of  the  preceding  years ; as  many 
of  the  small  farmers,  whose  sole  dependence  was  on  the  potato,  are  in  the  catalogue  of 

paupers.  Peter  Murphy. 


Castlerahan — Has  the  blight  increased  during  the  last  week  ? — To  a great  extent. 

What  portion  of  the  crop  is  at  present  destroyed  ? — The  one-half  at  least. 

It  is  considered,  with  few  exceptions,  that  the  entire  of  the  potatoes  will  after  a short 
time  become  unfit  for  human  use. 

John  Flood. 


Roscommon  Union — Mr.  Musters: — August  12,  1848. 

I liave  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  owing  to  Mr.  L.  Mahon’s  continued 
illness  (for  whom  I am  acting  as  Vice-Guardian),  I have  not  been  able  to  make 
as  minute  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  potato  and  other  crops  in  this 
Union  as  I could  otherwise  have  done ; but  after  I read  your  communication  on 

N H 
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last  Wednesday,  requesting  a report  on  the  state  of  each  electoral  division 
separately,  I made  it  my  business  to  visit  a large  portion  of  the  Union  during 
the  next  three  days,  comprising  the  electoral  divisions  of  Roscommon,  Kilteevan 
Kilbride,  Killukin,  Tulsk,  Dunamon,  Kilbegnet,  a portion  of  Athleague  and 
Clontuskert.  In  each  of  these  divisions,  and  I think  I may  safely  say  in  the 
Union  generally,  the  potato  crop  is  more  or  less  affected — showing  the  disease 
chiefly  in  the  leaves  and  stems,  which  are  nearly  everywhere  blackened  and 
withered ; but  the  potatoes,  though  daily  becoming  worse,  arc  not  as  yet  as 
much  injured  as  they  are  reported  to  be  in  other  places.  I very  much  fear,  how- 
ever, that  they  soon  will  become  so  ; as  I found  the  fields  belonging  to  the  better 
class  of  farmers  and  gentry,  which  had  been  somewhat  earlier  planted  than  the 
general  crop,  much  more  injured,  and  in  some  cases  more  than  half  destroyed. 
I _ also  got  several  stalks  dug  in  some  of  the  later  crops ; and  in  every  case  I found 
diseased  potatoes,  though  the  owners  of  the  fields  had  stated  they  were  as  yet 
quite  sound. 

I think  it  is  impossible  to  come  to  any  decided  opinion  as  to  the  probable  loss 
of  this  crop  at  present ; but  in  the  course  of  ten  days  or  a fortnight  more,  I have 
no  doubt  the  extent  of  damage  will  be  pretty  well  ascertained.  The  weather  lias 
improved  very  much  during  the  past  week ; and  should  it  continue  favourable,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  a considerable  portion  of  the  crop  may  still  be  saved.  The 
wheat,  oats,  and  bere  crops  do  not  appear  to  have  had  any  damage  by  the  late 
rains— are  ripening  fast — and  look  as  well  as  I ever  remember  to  have  seen  them 
at  this  season  of  the  year. 

During  the  ensuing  week  I will  get  returns  from  the  relieving  officers  of  the 
state  of  each  electoral  division ; which,  with  any  observations  I am  able  to  make 
myself  in  the  meantime,  I will  forward  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  on 
Saturday  next. 


Roscrca  Union — Mr.  Todd: — August  14,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  I have  to  state,  for  the  information  of 
the  Commissioners,  that  I have  not  observed,  myself,  nor  have  I heard  of  any  thing  in 
the  appearance  of  the  potato  crop  in  this  Union  peculiar  to  any  one  electoral  divi- 
sion. In  each  the  same  evidences  of  diseases  are  apparent : the  leaves  and  stalks 
discoloured  and  shrivelled,  and  particularly  so  where  much  sheltered.  As  yet  I 
believe  the  disease  has  not  reached  the  tubers,  or  at  least  not  to  any  great  extent; 
and  in  some  few  instances  people  are  pulling  up  the  stalk,  in  the  hope  of  arrest- 
ing the  progress  of  the  disease.  There  is  a potato  of  the  “ pink-eye”  class  much 
grown  in  this  Union;  it  is  known  by  many  names,  but  most  generally  as  “dexters.” 
From  this  potato  much  is  expected,  as  it  has  remained  as  yet  untouched  by  disease, 
and  the  tops  are  perfectly  green. 

The  wheat  crop  in  this  Union  will,  I fear,  prove  a short  one  ; there  is  much 
smut,  the  ear  is  generally  light,  and  in  some  districts,  in  consequence  of  the  alter- 
nate heat  and  rain,  there  are  appearances  of  what  I believe  farmers  call  “shoot- 
mg.  Altogether  I fear  this  crop  cannot  be  calculated  at  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  that  of  last  year  in  this  Union. 

The  oat  crop  promises  a fair  yield;  and  in  extent  is  little  less  than  an  average 
one.  Barley  is  not  grown  to  any  great  extent  in  this  Union,  and  is  rather  back- 
ward; but  I believe  it  may  be  also  taken  at  an  average  crop. 

The  breadth  of  land  under  turnips  is,  I understand,  fully  one-third  less  this 
season  than  last  year ; and  of  this  even  a considerable  proportion — chiefly  early- 
sown  Swedes,  &c.— was  much  injured  by  the  “ fly.”  I do  not  believe  that  the 
produce  will  come  up  to  even  two-thirds  of  last  year’s  turnip  crop. 

The  crops  of  mangel  wurzel,  carrots,  &c.,  are,  in  this  Union,  of  considerable 
extent ; and  give  every  promise  of  quite  an  average  yield. 


Scariff  Union — Captain  Hart August  12,  1848. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  conveyed  in  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant, 
ave  ie  honour  to  report  that,  after  a careful  personal  inspection  of  the 
.potato  crop  in  seven  out  of  the  ten  electoral  divisions  of  this  Union,  I am  of 
opinion  that  nearly,  if  not  the  entire,  of  the  early  crop  will  be  saved;  as  even  in 
• ose  elds  m which  the  leaves  are  most  blackened  it  is  difficult  to  find  a diseased 
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potato.  For  the  late  crop,  however,  I entertain  serious  apprehensions,  the  disease  Miscellaneous; 

having  more  or  less  shown  itself  on  the  leaves  in  every  field  ; and,  although  in  a 1 

great  many  fields  the  injury  as  yet  inflicted  is  scarcely  perceptible,  still  in  others 

the  plant  has  been  too  seriously  smitten  to  justify  an  expectation  of  any  further 

growth  of  the  scarcely  formed  tuber.  In  any  ease,  however,  a large  quantity  will 

be  saved  for  early  consumption  ; but,  whether  they  will  or  will  not  keep,  time 

alone  can  prove. 

Of  the  grain  crops,  fully  one-third  more  has  been  sown  than  usual : the  wheat, 
which  is  thin  and  occasionally  blind,  will  be  much  under  an  average  crop  ; bere 
is  a good  crop  ; barley  most  luxuriant,  also  oats ; and  with  a little  fine  -weather 
the  harvest  prospects  would,  on  the  whole,  not  be  discouraging.  A very  small 
quantity  of  turnips  are  growing — the  fly  having  been  very  destructive  early  in  the 
season. 

The  most  doleful  forebodings  of  another  year’s  famine — worse  than  any  of  the 
past — is  in  every  one’s  mouth  ; and  the  most  exaggerated  and  false  accounts  of  the 
state  of  the  potato  and  of  the  crops  generally,  reach  me  hourly.  Unhappily  there 
are  but  too  many  who  are  personally  interested  in  propagating  evil  reports  of 
famine : the  labouring  class  hoping  that  out-door  relief  may  be  continued ; and 
the  ratepayers,  in  order  that  the  poor  may  be  supported  by  government  grants 
instead  of  from  a poor-rate. 


Skibbereen  Union — Mr.  Marshall: — August  12,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  a 
serious  change  has  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  within  the  last  ten 
days.  From  every  information  I can  collect,  the  disease  has  been  increasing 
very  generally.  The  tubers  of  those  planted  in  March  and  April  have  been 
much  diseased ; and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  those  planted  later  in  the  season  will 
not  come  to  maturity  ; the  stalks  have  been  partially  destroyed,  and  vegetation 
in  many  places  stopped.  The  most  unfavourable  reports  I receive  are  from  the 
western  part  of  the  Union,  near  the  sea-coast.  There  is  a large  supply  brought 
to  market  at  present ; but  this  is  owing  to  the  alarm  of  the  people,  that  they 
will  not  long  be  fit  for  food. 

I have  continued  to  distribute  large  quantities  of  turnip  and  cabbage  seed, 
which  I received  from  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  which  the  people  are  sowing 
generally  throughout  the  Union. 

I expect  a further  supply,  in  order  that  the  resources  of  the  district  may  be 
increased  as  far  as  possible  before  the  season  advances  too  far  for  sowing. 

Enclosures. 

. Mr.  Attwidge  to  Mr.  Marshall  : — August  12,  1848. 

I regret  very  much  to  inform  you  that  the  potato  disease  is  daily  on  the  increase  in  my 
district.  The  potatoes  planted  in  March  and  April  may  yield  half  a crop ; but  those 
planted  in  May  will  produce  nothing.  I should  say  the  latter  comprise  a third  or  more  of 
the  entire  breadth  sown  this  season. 

Mr.  Barry  to  Mr.  Marshall  : — August  12,  1848. 

According  to  your  instructions  on  Thursday  last,  through  Mr.  C.  Clebarrow,  to  me  in  the 
board-room,  I beg  leave  to  state,  that  I have  examined  personally,  and  minutely  made 
inquiries  as  to  the  potato  crop  in  my  relieving  districts  of  Myross  and  Castlehaven ; and 
am  extremely  sorry  to  have  to  inform  you,  that  in  every  instance  the.  tuber  is  getting 
diseased,  showing  more  and  more  every  succeeding  day  as  the  potato  is  dug.  I saw  on 
yesterday,  at  Raheen  Castle,  eight  weights  dug  for  sale,  and  only  three  could  be  sent  to 
market ; these  were  among  the  earliest  tilled  and  best  manured  in  this  parish.  I may 
safely  say  that,  in  the  parish,  all  the  land  sown  since  the  first  of  May  will  not  produce  a‘ 
weight  even  fit  for  seed;  as  there  were  no  potatoes  formed  since  the  blight  set  in,  and 
have  not  since  shown  any  disposition  to  grow  a morsel.  Indeed  I may  say,  all  those  sown 
since  the  first  week  of  April  will  never  be  dug  with  the  spade. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Marshall  : — August  11,  1848. 

Having  heard  a letter  from  you  read  at  the  workhouse  yesterday,  calling  on  the  relieving 
officers  of  this  Union  to  immediately  report  to  you.  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  then- 
respective  districts,  I hasten  to  comply  with  your  wishes.  I regret  to  state  that  I cannot 
confirm  my  former  report.  In  two  or  three  days  after  writing  that  report,  the  disease 
first  appeared  in  my  district ; it  has  been  since  progressing  rapidly ; it  has  attacked  all 
descriptions,  early  and  late. 
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Miscellaneous. 


The  early  potatoes,  although  nearly  full  grown  and  unusually  large,  are  now  beginning 
to  turn  black.  I have  examined  gardens  in  each  electoral  division  with  which  I am  con- 
nected, and  I find  that  nearly  one-third  of  the  potatoes  are  diseased ; the  late  sowing  is 
totally  gone,  and  will  not  produce  as  much  as  was  sown  in  them.  It  is  more  to  be 
regretted-  that  the  late  potato  should  be  lost  than  the  early,  for  the  poorer  classes  have 
none  other  set  this  year ; consequently  it  will  throw  the  burden  of  Union  support  upon 
the  poor  fanners,  who  are  nearly  as  badly  off  as  themselves.  Indeed  our  situation  at 
present  is  very  alarming  : the  people’s  food  again  swept — the  funds  of  all  charitable  com- 
mittees totally  exhausted — and  no  resource  to  turn  on  but  the  poor  farmer.  However,  we 
must  only  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  Him  who  has  the  power  to  give  or  to  take  away. 

I shall  report  on  this  subject  every  week. 


Slcibberem  Union — Mr.  Marshall: — August  14,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
since  I forwarded  my  report  upon  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  on  the  12th 
instant,  I received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  requesting  I would  trans- 
mit a statement  of  the  present  appearance  of  the  potato  crop  in  each  electoral 
division ; also,  the  appearance  of  the  other  crops  of  human  food,  stating  whether 
the  extent  of  the  latter  is  considered  to  be  as  great,  or  greater,  or  less  than  usual 
in  the  Union. 

Having  directed  the  relieving  officers  and  inspectors  of  schools  throughout  the 
Union  to  report  to  me  weekly  upon  this  head,  I have  to  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Commissioners,  that  all  accounts  concur  as  to  the  spread  of  the  disease 
in  the  potatoes,  and  that  those  not  affected  in  the  tubers  a week  ago  are  now 
becoming  diseased. 

In  the  western  part  of  the  Union,  in  Kilmoe,  East  and  West  Skull,  about  one- 
half  the  usual  average  crop  had  been  planted  this  season ; and  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  Union  about  three-fourths ; — of  these,  taking  into  account  the  late  crop, 
which  forms  about  one-third,  and  which  are  totally  destroyed,  as  far  as  I can  form 
an  opinion,  one-half  the  entire  crop  at  present  is  injured,  and  rendered  unfit  for 
food. 

With  reference  to  the  corn  crops : from  the  reasons  stated  in  my  report  in  April 
last,  that  from  the  small  portions  of  land  manured,  or  in  a fit  state  for  this  crop, 
not  more  than  one-third  the  usual  quantity  has  been  sown  in  the  western  part  of 
the  Union,  particularly  Kilmoe,  and  about  one-half  the  usual  quantity  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  Union. 

The  grain  crops  have  suffered  materially  from  the  late  severe  weather,  and,  in 
general,  the  wheat  crop. is  very  inferior  to  what  it  has  been  in  other  seasons. 

On  the  whole  there  is  a very  short  supply  of  provisions  in  the  Union ; and 
should  the  disease  in  the  potatoes  continue  to  extend  itself,  there  is  great  danger 
of  the  whole  of  that  crop  being  destroyed.  Large  quantities  of  turnip  ai\d  cab- 
bage seeds  have  been  sown ; and  I have  been  endeavouring  to  urge  the  people  to 
attend  to  these,  and  also  sow  rye,  this  being  the  most  favourable  time  for  sowing 
that  valuable  crop,  which  would  come  in  eai'ly  in  June  next. 

I have  this  day  received  a third  supply  of  turnip  seed  from  the  Society  of 
Friends  for  distribution. 


'Sligo  and  Manorhamilton  Unions— Captain  Gilbert August  15,  1848. 

I beg  to  inform  you  that  within  the  latter  days  of  this  week  I have  inspected 
the  crops  in  the  greater  part  of  these  Unions. 

My  personal  observation  of  twelve  electoral  divisions  in  Sligo,  and  of  six  in 
Manorhamilton,  and  the  testimony  of  the  Guardians  and  magistrates  of  the 
other  parts  which  I was  unable  to  visit,  enable  me  to  make  a decisive  report  on 
the  state  of  the  crops,  and  more  particularly  the  potato. 

In  every  electoral  division  the  disease  is  very  evident,  but  variable  in  its 
effect.  In  one  field  the  leaves  only  are  withered,  in  the  next  the  stalks  are 
black  and  decomposed,  and  in  another  the  blight  has  progressed  downwards  to 
the  tuber ; but  in  all  cases  it  is  spreading  and  increasing  at  a rapid  pace,  and  to 
an  alarming  extent. 

The  wheat  crop  is  by  no  means  an  average  one— short,  thin,  and  degenerate ; 
it  was  neglected. for  the  planting  of  potatoes. 

* '^^le  oaf  cyop  is  small  and  poor  in  most  places. 
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There  is  not  much  barley  sown  iu  these  Unions. 

In  Sligo  Union  there  appears  a preponderance  of  the  turnip  crop — thanks  to 
the  well-directed  aid  afforded  by  the  Society  of  Friends.  It  looks  favourably, 
though  in  some  instances  it  has  repeatedly  failed. 


Swineford  Union — Captain  Hanley : — August  12,  1 848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  the  crops  in  this 
Union,  I beg  to  state,  that  having  within  the  last  three  days  visited _ the 
several  electoral  divisions  named  in  the  margin,  and  having  attentively  inquired,  Swineford, 
observed,  and  examined  the  different  crops,  I find  the  result  as  follows,  and  Toomore, 
applicable  to  each.  ...  „ KiHeadcn, 

The  potato  fields,  one  and  all,  showing  the  blight  in  different  stages;  and  from  Kilbeagh, 
those  fields  in  which  the  disease  had  made  much  progress,  a most  disagreeable  Kilmovee, 
smell  was  perceptible.  The  stalks  of  the  late  crop  are  quite  burned  off,  same  as  Aughamore, 
after  severe  frost ; the  root,  as  yet,  generally  sound,  but  in  numerous  instances  Knoc  3 
bearing  the  speck  of  disease ; the  rapidity  of  change,  from  a luxuriant,  healthy 
appearance,  has  been  extraordinary ; and  fields,  two  days  ago  most  promising, 
are  now  prostrate. 

The  oat  crop  is  good,  but  the  breadth  sown  is  fully  a fourth  less  than  last  year. 

As  to  wheat  and  green  cropping,  there  is  not  much  in  this  Union,  and  _ con- 
sideraby  less  than  last  season.  The  early  turnips  all  failed ; the  late  sowing  is 
doing  well ; the  cultivation  of  the  potato  had  never  been  carried  to  a greater 
extent — unfortunately  to  the  exclusion  of  other  crops. 


Thurlcs  Union — Mr.  La  Barte : — A ugust  12, 1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  the 
accompanying  statement,  showing  the  results  of  my  personal  observations  in 
seventeen  of  the  electoral  divisions  through  which  I have  travelled  since  Thurs- 
day last,  and  of  the  information  acquired  from  competent  persons  in  the  four 
divisions  of  the  Union  (marked  *),  which  I was  unable  to  visit  in  the  short 
period  that  has  elapsed  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter. 

Enclosure. 


State  of  the  Potato  and  Corn  Crops  in  the  Thwles  Union,  on  the  10th,  lltli,  and  12th  of 
August,  1848. 

Thurles Potatoes : symptoms  of  the  disease  on  leaves  and  stalks  as  in  1846.  Wheat : 

crop  very  much  injured  in  some  places,  and  will  he  far  below  average.  Barley : an 
average  crop ; looking  well ; a little  injured  in  some  places  where  it  was  heavy.  Oats : 
more  than  an  average  crop ; a little  short  in  the  straw. 

Bally cahill— Potatoes:  late  crop  apparently  much  affected.  Wheat:  a very  light 
crop,  and  below  average.  Barley : hardly  any  grown  in  this  division.  Oats  : an  average 
crop,  hut  short  in  the  straw.  , 

Holycross — Potatoes : every  field  more  or  less  affected.  Wheat : a light  crop ; much 
below  average.  Barley:  an  average  crop,  and  looking  very  well.  Oats:  more  than  an 
average  crop,  and  looking  well.  . , 

Moycarkey Potatoes : late  crop  much  injured ; some  of  the  early  crop  also.  VV  heat  : 

a bacl  crop ; in  many  places  very  much  injured ; very  poor  land.  Barley : an  average 
crop ; looking  well.  Oats : a fair  average  crop.  _ . , . . nii 

Ballymoreen — Potatoes : stalks  and  leaves  appearing  much  affected.  Wheat:  not  an 
average  crop.  Bariev:  an  average  crop,  and  looking  very-well  Oats : an  average  crop. 

Burris Potatoes : symptoms  of  disease  in  every  field ; stalks  black  and  brittle.  VV  heat: 

a very  light  crop ; about  two-thirds  of  the  usual  extent  of  land  under  it.  Barley : an 
average  a-op ; looking  well.  Oats : a good  crop,  and  looking  well. 

Moyne — Potatoes : late  crop  apparently  affected.  Wheat:  a light  crop  ;miich  below 
average ; injured  by  late  rains.  Barley:  a fair  crop,  but  very  little, of  it.  Oats:  an 
average  crop,  and  looking  very  well.  . , , , , ,,  ,,T1  „ , 

Rdiealty— Potatoes : symptoms  of  the  disease  in  the  leaves  and  stalks.  Wheat:  a 
poor  crop;  in  many  places  a partial  blight.  Barley:  an  average  crop,  and  tolerably 
cood.  Oats : a fair  average  crop,  but  will  be  short  in  straw.  . 

Templetoohy — Potatoes : late  crop  much  affected;  early  potatoes  showing  symptoms; 
heavy  smell  in  the  fields.  Wheat : a very  poor  crop,  and  far  below  average,  particularly 
where  sown  upon  stubbles.  Barley : a very  good  crop,  hut  not  much  of  it  in  this  division. 

but  less  than  in  other  division.  Wheat: 
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Miscellaneous,  not  an  average  crop ; some  good  crops  in  ground  previously  -well  prepared.  Barley ; an 

average  crop,  both  in  the  quantity  and  quality.  Oats  : a very  good  crop ; more  than  an 

average  one ; looking  very  well. 

Louffhmore,  East — Potatoes:  leaves  and  stalks  more  or  less  affected;  edible  part 
sound.  Wheat : below  average,  and  partially  injured.  Barley  loolcing  well,  but  not  much 
ground  under  it.  Oats:  a fail-  average  crop  in  both  quantity  and  quality. 

Loughmore,  West — Potatoes : disease  apparent  on  leaves  and  stalks ; growth  of  the 
root  arrested,  particulai-ly  in  sheltered  ground.  Wheat:  a thin  crop,  and  far  below 
average ; injured  by  late  rains.  Barley : an  average  crop ; looking  well ; a little  injured 
by  bad  weather.  Oats : an  average  crop ; looking  well. 

Drom — Potatoes : late  crop  very  generally  injured  since  the  5th  instant.  Wheat : a 
very  poor  crop,  and  greatly  injured  ; this  is  the  best  soil  in  the  Union.  Barley : a fair 
average  crop.  Oats : a fair  average  crop. 

Inch — Potatoes : stalks  and  leaves  with  every  symptom  of  the  disease  ; late  crop  very 
bad.  Wheat  crop  below  average,  and  much  injured  by  the  weather.  Barley  looking- 
well,  but  not  much  ground  under  it.  Oats : a good  crop. 

Burrisoleigh — Potatoes:  late  crops  much  affected;  in  the  hill  country  very  bad. 
Wheat : a very  poor  crop ; chiefly  sown  upon  stubbles ; far  below  average.  Barley:  look- 
ing well  in  the  low  ground  but  not  much  of  it.  Oats  : an  average  crop ; looking  well, 
but  will  be  short  in  the  straw. 

Templebeg — Potatoes : symptoms  more  or  less  apparent ; but  much  worse  in  the  hills. 
Wheat : below  average ; but  looking  well  in  the  lower  part  of  the  division.  Barley : an 
average  crop,  and  looking  very  well.  Oats : a fair  average  crop  ; not  so  good  in  the  hill 
country. 

Moyaliffe — Potatoes : symptoms  of  the  disease  in  almost  every  field.  Wheat : below 
average,  but  looking  well ; some  complaints  of  blight.  Barley : a very  good  average 
crop  in  the  lower  part  of  the  division.  Oats : an  average  crop;  looking  well. 

* Templemnre — Potatoes : late  crop  very  much  affected  in  leaves  and  stalks.  Wheat : a 
light  poor  crop,  and  far  below  average.  Barley:  an  average  crop,  and  looking  well. 
Oats : an  average  crop  ; looking  very  well. 

*Booliclc— Potatoes : symptoms  of  the  disease  everywhere ; late  crop  very  bad.  Wheat : 
a very  light  crop,  and  much  injured  by  bad  weather.  Barley  : an  average  crop,  but  not 
much  ground  under  it.  Oats : an  average  crop. 

*Ki/eooly — P otatoes : late  crop  much  injured.  Wheat : below  tho  average ; partially 
injured.  Barley : a fair  average  crop.  Oats : a good  crop  ; looking  very  well. 

*Fennor— Potatoes : late  crop  partially  affected.  Wheat : below  average ; a light  crop. 
Barley : a good  crop,  and  loolcing  well.  Oats : a very  fair  average  crop. 

General  Observations— The  leaves  and  stems  of  the  potato  crop  arc  more  or  less 
affected  by  disease  in  every  part  of  the  Union ; and  the  symptoms  arc  the  same  as  they 
appeared  in  the  last  week  of  July,  1846.  The  peoplo  in  general  despair  of  the  late  crop. 
There  is  a great  extent  of  country  under  potatoes ; and  many  persons  actually  sold  their 
last  cow  to  purchase  tho  seed.  The  early  crop  is  still  sound,  although  I have  heard  of 
some  instances  of  their  having  become  black  within  the  last  few  days.  1 have  no  doubt  tho 
disease  is  progressing  rapidly.  The  wheat  crop  has  been  much  injured  by  tho  heavy  rains 
of  the  last  fortnight,  and  by  frosts  at  night ; it  will  be  far  from  an  average  crop,  either  in 
acreable  produce  or  extent  of  country  under  it : the  greater  proportion  was  sown  upon 
inestuDbJes  of  last  year.  Barley  appears  to  me  to  be  the  best  crop— but  not  having  suc- 
ceeded well  m former  years,  it  has  not  been  very  generally  sown  in  this  Union.  The  oat 
?.r0l>.,:00  's  vei7  Wealthy,  and  promises  to  be  more  than  an  average  crop  ; in  some  places 
it  will  prove  short  in  the  straw.  Turnips  suffered  very  much  from  the  fly,  and  did  not 
succeed  well  this  year. 


Tipperary  Union — Mr.  H ay mes:— August  13,  1848.  ,, 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst.,  transmitting  a request  from 
the  Commissioners  that  I would  report  from  personal  inspection  on  the  state  of 
the  crops  in  this  Union,  I have  traversed  the  several  electoral  divisions  in  all 
directions,  and  beg  to  forward  the  annexed  paper  as  the  result  of  my  obser- 
vations. 

It  is  but  fair  to  state,  that  some  few  of  the  farmers  and  proprietors  still  con- 
tinue to  flatter  themselves,  that  because  the  disease  has  not  yet  attacked  the 
potato  itself  in  certain  localities  they  have  escaped  the  contagion  altogether; 
but  I have  verified  so  many  instances  to  the  contrary  that  I must  conclude  their 
hopes  and  opinions  will  prove  fallacious.  In  very  many  instances  they  are  now 
being  dug  quite  black,  and  in  not  a few  perfectly  rotten.  As  to  those  planted  in 
May  and  June,  I do  not  believe  they  will  produce  a potato.  In  many  instances 
t ey  have  not  appeared  at  all  above  ground  ; and  those  I have  examined  have 
- ree  Potatoes>  “ot  larger  than  a good-sized  pea,  whilst  the  haulm  is  black, 
ana  the  root  covered  with  the  disease. 
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From  what  I have  seen  these  last  three  weeks  of  the  rapid  spread  of  the  dis- 
ease, I am  decidedly  of  opinion  there  will  not  be  a sound  potato  in  this  Union  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1849. 

Enclosure. 

Report  oil  the  state  of  the  Crops  in  the  Tipperary  Union,  made  from  personal  observation 
by  the  Poor  Law  Inspector,  August  13,  1848. 

Curdangan — Wheat  poor,  and  thin,  and  partially  blighted.  Barley  an  indifferent  crop. 
Potatoes  going  fast. 

Bansha — Wheat  much  blighted.  Barley  poor.  Oats  promising.  Potatoes  going  fast. 
Kilaldriff— Wheat  partially  blighted,  poor,  and  thin.  Barley  pretty  fair.  Oats  fine  and 
promising.  Potatoes  going  fast. 

Golden — Wheat  blighted.  Bailey  poor.  Oats  promising.  Potatoes  going  fast. 
Kilfeacle — Wheat  partially  blighted.  Barley  fair  average  crop.  Oats  very  promising. 
Potatoes  going  fast. 

Rathliney — Wheat  poor  and  thin,  partially  blighted.  Barley  indifferent.  Oats  very 
promising.  Potatoes  going  fast. 

Bruis — Wheat  much  damaged.  Barley,  average  crop.  Oats  very  promising.  Potatoes 
going  fast. 

Grean — Wheat  thin,  but  still  healthy.  Barley,  average  crop.  Oats  looking  very  well. 
Potatoes  going  fast. 

Lattin,jEmly,Kilteely,ShroneMll — Chiefly  grass  lands.  Hay  crop  heavy,  some  part  saved. 
No  wheat.  Little  barley.  Oats  looking  very  well.  Potatoes  going  rapidly. 

Ulla — Wheat  much  damaged.  Barley  poor.  Oats  fine..  Potatoes  going  fast. 

Cullen — Wheat  blighted.  Barley  poor.  Oats  promising.  Potatoes  going  fast. 
Tipperary — Wheat  very  thin  and  blighted.  Barley  indifferent.  Oats  fine,  but  laid  in 
several  places.  Potatoes  digging  black. 

Sollohed — Wheat  very  little.  Barley  short  crop.  Oats  fine.  Potatoes  digging  black. 
Boon — Wheat  poor,  and  mostly  blighted.  Barley  very  short  crop.  Oats  promising. 
Potatoes  going  fast. 

Toem — Wheat  poor  and  blighted.  Barley  very  short  crop.  Oats  looking  well.  Potatoes 
going  rapidly  in  the  low  grounds. 

Donohill— Wheat  mostly  blighted.  Barley  short  crop.  Oats  laid  in  some  places,  but 
fine.  Potatoes  very  bad. 

Clonbeg — Wheat  very  poor  and  bh'ghted.  Oats  laid  in  many  places.  Barley  average 
crop.  Potatoes  bad  in  low  places,  better  on  mountain  sides,  all  diseased. 

Summary. 

Wheat — Very  thin,  and  mostly  blighted. 

Barley — Much  under  average  crop. 

Oats — Very  promising,  requires  sun  to  give  a return. 

Potatoes — All  in  different  staged  of  the  disease  ; not  one  will  keep. 


Tralee  Union — Mr.  Lloyd : — August  12,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  in 
the  electoral  division  of  Tralee  the  potato  crop,  that  a week  since  appeared 
healthy,  is  now  rapidly  decaying.  The  disease  has  struck  the  stalks,  which  are 
withering  fast;  and  the  tubers,  several  of  which  I have  had  dug  out,  ar'e  already 
spotted,  "and  though  of  a good  size,  few  in  number. 

In  the  electoral  divisions  of  Ballincuslane,  Ballymacelligot,  Brosna,  and  Castle 
Island,  the  potato  crop  about  ten  days  since  appeared  to  luxuriate.  I examined 
several  gardens,  the  owners  of  which  cheerfully  dug  several  stalks  for  my  inspec- 
tion ; the  tubers  were  sound,  but  few1  in  number.  I yesterday  learned  from  good 
authority,  that  since  Tuesday  the  potato  fields  present  a blighted  appearance,  and 
the  potatoes  that  have  been  dug  out  are  spotted. 

I cannot,  from  personal  inspection,  report  upon  the  state  of  the  crops  in  either 
of  tlie  electoral  divisions  of  Castlemaine,  Kilgarrylander,  or  Kilgobbin ; but  I 
hear  from  persons  competent  to  form  a correct  view,  that  the  disease  is  fast 
spreading  within  the  last  few  days. 

As  regards  the  corn  crops,  I have  to  state  that  wheat  is  not  generally  sown  in 
the  Union ; its  cultivation  is  confined  to  the  electoral  divisions  of  Ballymacelligot 
and  Tralee,  in  each  of  which  a greater  extent  of  ground  has  been  sown,  but  the 
crop  is  injured  by  smut. 

Oats  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Ballymacelligot,  Castle  Island  and  Ballincus- 
lane, an  average  crop.  In  Kilgarrylander,  the  quantity  of  ground  sown  is  equal 
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to  former  years — the  crop  light.  In  the  other  electoral  divisions,  from  a third  to 
a fourth  less  ground  sown,  and  the  crop  light. 

Barley  is  not  a general  crop,  and  what  has  been  sown  is  light.  I cannot  learn 
that  any  rye  has  been  sown. 

A much  greater  quantity  of  turnip  has  been  sown  this  year,  say  three  times, 
than  hitherto  ; the  crop  does  not  promise  well. 

I would  I could  present  a less  gloomy  prospect  for  the  coming  year. 


Tuam  Union — Captain  Ldbalmondicre : — August  12,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  dated  9th  August,  I have  to  report  that  I have,  in 
the  past  week,  visited  every  electoral  division  in  the  Union  with  one  excep- 
tion, (Cloonbern,)  and  made  particular  inquiry  and  inspection  into  the  state 
of  the  potato  crop  throughout.  I regret  that  the  same  observations  now  apply 
to  all  portions  of  the  district.  Everywhere  the  fields  are  blackened  and  shrivelled ; 
and  everywhere  the  blight,  identical  in  character  with,  though  less  severe  than, 
that  of  1846,  is  advancing  and  affecting  the  tuber  in  a greater  or  less  degree.  No 
part  of  the  Union  is  safe. 

The  yield  in  the  early  planted  fields  is  fair,  but  the  potatoes  watery.  A con- 
siderable portion  of  these  may  escape;  but  there  is  little  or  no  produce  from  the 
late  sowing,  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  entirely  lost. 

The  other  crops  of  human  food  appear  promising,  with  the  exception  of  turnips, 
which  have  failed  very  generally.  Barley,  rye,  and  oats  are  particularly  good  ; 
but  wheat  rather  light.  Some  fields  of  the  latter  will  be  ready  for  the  sickle 
next  week. 

I am  led  to  believe  that  the  breadth  of  land  under  crops,  other  than  potato,  is, 
if  any  thing,  a little  greater  than  in  ordinary  years ; but  much  smaller  than  in 
last  year : though  there  is  more  potato  than  ever,  there  is  less  land  fallow. 


Westport  Union — Mr.  Lynch : — August  12,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  I have  to  report,  that  since  my  last 
communication  the  potato  disease  has  made  considerable  progress  in  all  the 
electoral  divisions  of  the  Union  of  Westport. 

In  Newport  and  Kilmeena  the  disease  has  been  clearly  perceptible  for  more 
than  a fortnight.  In  Kilmaclasser,  Islandeady,  and  Aughagower  it  has  only 
appeared  within  the  last  week  or  ten  days,  but  lias  now  become  universal.  As 
we  proceed  more  to  the  west  the  disease  is  less  general,  still  it  is  extending  from 
field  to  field  throughout  Westport  and  Louisburgh ; and  the  accounts  received 
from  the  more  distant  districts  of  Achill,  Ballycroy,  and  Clare  Island,  give  but 
little  hope  that  any  portion  of  the  crop  will  be  safe.  Up  to  the  present  time, 
however,  but  little  damage  is  done  to  the  bulb.  I have  observed  that  the  root  is 
seldom  affected  for  two  or  three  weeks  after  the  leaves  and  stalks  arc  attacked. 

The  farmers  and  poor  people  are  much  alarmed,  and  they  appear  most  anxious 
to  sell  as  quickly  as  possible ; the  consequence  is,  that  the  prices  in  the  market 
of  Westport  have  been  reduced  to  e2d.  and  3d.  per  stone  of  14  lbs. 

. ^ie  breadth  of  land  under  corn  this  year  in  this  Union  is  considerably  less  than 
m any  former  year,  while  the  crops  are  more  than  usually  backward,  and  consi- 
dered very  light. 


CIRCULAR  TO  VICE-GUARDIANS  RESPECTING  THE  POTATO  CROP. 

Pom'  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Gentlemen,  Augmt>  n>  1848> 

. } m directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  that  you  will  by  Monday 
evenings  post  make  a joint  report  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  state  of  the 
potato  crop  m your  Union  as  far  as  you  are  able  to  give  the  Commissioners 
information  on  the  subject,  either  from  personal  observation  or  on  the  authority 
ot  individuals  in  whose  accuracy  you  place  reliance. 
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_ The  Commissioners  wish  you  at  the  same  time  to  report  to  them  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  potato  crop  in  the  workhouse  grounds,  and  to  state  what  propor- 
tion of  it  is  likely  to  be  available  for  human  food. 

(Signed,)  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


Atllone  Union — The  Vice-Guardians: — August  14,  1848. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  11th  instant,  and  in  reply  beg  to  state, 
that  from  our  own  personal  knowledge,  as  well  as  from  what  we  can  learn 
from  good  authority,  the  tubers  of  the  potato  crop  in  this  Union,  up  to  the 
present  time,  are  not  showing  much  symptoms  of  disease,  though  the  tops 
generally  are  decaying  fast. 

In  our  humble  opinion  the  tops  of  the  early  potatoes  are  decaying,  as  much 
from  having  arrived-  at  maturity  as  any  other  cause,  as  the  tubers  are  very  large 
and  a productive  crop.  Moreover,  any  disease  shows  just  as  much  in  the  late 
sowing  as  the  early  one  ; there  has  been  hail  showers  and  slight  frost  at  night 
during  the  past  week,  and  many  fields  of  potatoes  that  were  green  up  to  then  are 
now  withered. 

The  potato  crop  in  the  workhouse  grounds  is  (as  far  as  disease  is  concerned,) 
as  safe  as  the  general  crop,  but  we  fear  the  produce  will  not  be  as  great  as  we 
expected,  as  the  ground  was  very  rich  and  they  threw  up  great  tops  without 
growing  under.  However,  we  are  in  hopes  two-thirds  or  (at  least)  a half,  may 
be  available  for  human  food. 


Ballina  Union — The  Vice-Guardians: — August  18, 1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  received  this  day,  bearing  date  the  11th  instant, 
requiring  us  to  furnish  the  “ Poor  Law  Commissioners  with  a joint  report  on 
“ the  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  this  Union,”  we  have  the  honour  to  state  that, 
judging  from  our  personal  observation,  which  we  have  had  much  oppor- 
tunity of  exercising  lately,  in  visiting  the  different  districts  for  the  purpose  of 
revising  the  lists  of  those  receiving  out-door  relief,  as  also  from  the  information 
of  those  on  whose  accuracy  we  can  rely,  we  are  of  opinion  that  a most 
extensive  failure  of  the  potato  crop  has  taken  place  within  the  last  fortnight, 
and  one  which  appears  to  be  daily  on  the  increase.  The  districts  of  Killala, 
Lackeu,  and  Ballycastle  seem  to  be  particularly  affected.  The  crops  in  these 
places  present  a blackened  appearance,  and  emit  a most  unpleasant  odour.  At 
the  relieving  officers’  depot,  in  the  Killala  division,  we  saw  several  potatoes 
which  were  so  diseased  as  to  render  it  unpleasant  to  remain  in  the  room  in 
which  they  were.  The  people  who  are  not  destitute  in  these  divisions  appear 
quite  disheartened,  as  hitherto  they  had  manifested  the  greatest  hopes  of  hav- 
ing an  abundant  crop,  to  realize  which  they  certainly  have  endured  extreme 
privation.  It  is  most  melancholy  to  observe  their  daily  receiving  confirmation 
of  their  worst  fears  being  realized. 

We  this  day  examined  a field  of  potatoes  near  Innishcroaul,  which  promised 
well  even  on  yesterday ; this  day  the  greater  portion  of  the  stalks  are  black, 
and  the  fruit  itself  in  most  cases  quite  diseased.  The  person  whom  we  employ 
as  general  overseer  of  working  parties,  is  a practical  man,  and  one  entirely 
uninterested.  He  has  till  this  last  fortnight  reported  to  us  regularly,  and  in  most 
favourable  terms,  of  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  this  Union;  but  he  has 
lately  stated  in  the  most  decided  manner  that  the  potatoes  are  all  gone.  From 
the  great  experience  he  has,  and  from  the  many  opportunities  of  judging  which 
he  possesses,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  he  has  formed  a correct  opinion : 
he  attributes  this  sudden  failure  to  the  extreme  sultry  heat  of  a few  days  and 
nights. 

We  yesterday  visited  the  grounds  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  a magistrate  of  this 
county.  He  has  six  or  eight  acres  of  potatoes,  which  until  the  last  week  ap- 
peared most  flourishing ; they  are  now  almost  entirely  blackened;  and  he  is  so 
confident  that  they  are  diseased,  that  he  has  drawn  the  stalks  from  two  acres 
on  yesterday,  and  purposed  doing  the  same  to  the  remainder  on  to-morrow  in 
hopes  of  saving  them.  He  dug  up  about  four  stone  of  those  that  appeared 
blackened,  and  found  over  one-fourth  entirely  unfit  for  use. 

We  are  informed  that  a most  disagreeable  odour  is  emitted  from  many  fields 
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Miscellaneous.  0f  potatoes  in  the  Erris  district,  which  is  quite  perceptible  to  those  travelling  on 
the  road. 

The  people  seem  now  to  despair  of  preserving  them,  and  in  many  instances 
are  making  use  of  those  which  show  symptoms  of  disease,  which  causes  us  to  be 
of  opinion,  that  if  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop  is  ascertained  beyond  doubt 
to  have  taken  place  in  this  Union,  much  of  the  out-door  relief  might  for  a time 
be  safely  dispensed  with,  as  the  fruit  being  much  larger  than  it  was  when  the 
blight  commenced  last  year,  and  a much  greater  breadth  of  land  being  sown 
with  potato,  the  anxiety  to  prevent  a total  loss  would  cause  a large  supply  on 
most  moderate  terms. 

With  regard  to  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  the  workhouse  grounds, 
which  is  but  a very  small  one,  occupying  perhaps  about  an  acre,  we  have  to 
state  that  one  portion,  situated  in  the  eastern  side  of  the  house,  was  blighted 
about  four  or  five  weeks  past ; the  other  portion,  on  the  western  side,  presented 
a most  luxuriant  appearance  until  lately;  but  within  this  last  fortnight  the 
stalks  have  become  quite  black,  though  the  fruit  does  not  yet  appear  much 
affected ; these  might  be  made  available  for  human  food  if  used  at  once,  but  it 
is  impossible  to  state  how  soon  they  may  rot  if  suffered  to  remain  till  they  attain 
their  full  growth. 

We  examined  on  last  Friday  the  portion  in  the  eastern  side,  which  appeared 
entirely  blighted  four  or  five  weeks  since,  and,  on  pulling  up  some  of  the  roots, 
were  astonished  to  find  in  some  instances  a well-grown  potato,  quite  free  from 
disease;  that  those  potatoes  must  have  become  formed  since  the  stocks  first 
became  blackened,  is  manifest,  which  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  the  blacken- 
ing of  the  stalks  and  the  apparent  cessation  of  growth  are  not  always  to  be 
considered  as  fatal  to  the  crop. 

In  conclusion  we  can  state,  that  till  lately  there  appeared  to  be  every  promise 
of  a most  abundant  crop ; that  now  all  hope  of  such  is  vanished ; but  still,  from 
the  large  quantity  that  was  sown,  and  from  the  late  period  at  which  the  blight 
commenced,  we  may  reckon  upon  having  a much  larger  quantity  of  food  than 
either  last  year  or  the  preceding  one. 


JBaUinrobe  Union — The  Vicc-Guardians : — August  14,  1848. 

By  yesterday’s  post  we  received  your  communication,  under  date  11th  August, 
requiring  information  respecting  the  potato  crop  in  this  Union. 

We  regret  to  have  to  state,  from  our  own  personal  observation  and  from  the 
report  of  those  on  whose  accuracy  we  can  place  reliance,  that  the  potato  crop  in  this 
Union  is  very  generally  diseased,  and  we  should  say  that  one-half  at  least  is  unfit 
for  human  food  now,  and  the  disease  is  every  day  getting  worse.  With  respect 
to  the  crop  in  the  workhouse  ground,  we  have  to  report  that  they  arc  much 
diseased ; indeed,  to  judge  from  what  we  have  seen  dug,  they  arc  even  worse 

than  the  general  crop  of  the  country.  This  subject  lias  engaged  our  most 

anxious  attention  for  some  time,  but  we  delayed  to  make  a specific  report  until 
tve  could  speak  with  some  certainty,  as  we  did  entertain  a hope  that  the  disease 
was  not  so  widely  spread ; and  although  a blight  had  exhibited  itself  on  the  leaf 
long  since,  the  stalk  appeared  healthy  and  not  infected ; but  we  regret  to  say 
that  the  experience  of  the  past  week  has  shown  us  that  the  blight  has  spread 

from  the  leaf  to  the  stalk,  and  from  the  stalk  to  the  tuber.  This  is  a melan- 

choly state  of  things,  and  we  shall  have  to  found  a report  on  it,  having  relation 
to  the  making  of  the  new  rate  to  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  the  year  endiog 
29th  September,  1849. 


Bantry  Union — The  Vice-Guardians : — August  15,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant  requesting  us  to  report  to  you  on 
the. condition  of  the  potato  crop,  we  beg  leave  to  state,  that  from  personal  obser- 
vation we  are  of  opinion  that  the  entire  crop  of  this  Union  is  in  the  most 
extreme  danger.  We  are  strengthened  in  this  opinion  by  the  weekly  reports  of 
the  relieving  officers  of  each  of  the  electoral  divisions,  and  confirmed  by  the 
undoubted  testimony  of  individuals  from  every  portion  of  the  Union,  on  whose 
accuracy  and  judgment  the  utmost  reliance  may  be  placed. 

: In  reference  to  the  crop  on  the  workhouse  grounds  we  have  to  state,  that 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


59 


there  are  about  five  acres  under  tillage ; these  were  planted  with  much  care,  well 
manured,  and  the  healthiest  seed  used.  Three,  of  these  acres  were  planted  in 
the  middle  of  April,  and  two  acres  were  set  the  second  week  in  May.  Those 
planted  in  April  throve  well,  were  beautifully  green,  and  most  exuberantly 
luxurious  until  the  morning  of  the  12th  ultimo,  the  leaves  of  some  patches  then 
appeared  spotted,  as  if  freely  sprinkled  with  some  corrosive  acid,  and  gave  all 
the  well-known  symptoms  of  blight ; this  lasted  but  for  two  days,  the  plants 
seemed  to  have  had  strength  sufficient  to  shake  ofF  the  disease,  new  and  apparent 
healthy  shoots  were  formed,  and  the  whole  crop  re-assumed  its  former  appearance. 
This  continued  until  the  night  of  the  1st  instant,  when  the  leaves  over  the  entire 
field  appeared  struck  with  the  most  virulent  form  of  the  disease.  From  this  period 
the  plant  has  been  daily  becoming  more  decayed,  and  now  not  a leaf  remains. 
The  stalks  are  all  blackened  and  prostrate.  On  examining  the  tubers,  about  two- 
thirds  appear  healthy ; but  these,  on  being  exposed  to  the  weather  for  one  or  two 
days  become  diseased,  proving  beyond  doubt  that  the  only  safety  for  the  pre- 
servation of  such  portions  of  the  crop  as  remain  healthy  is  to  allow  them  to 
continue  in  the  ground. 

The  two  acres  planted  the  second  week  in  May  showed  no  symptom  of  the 
blight  of  the  12th  July,  but  suffered  severely  by  that  of  the  1st  instant ; there  is 
not  now  a green  leaf  visible,  the  stalks  are  all  blackened,  and  are  assuming  a 
rotten  appearance ; the  tubers  are  not  larger  than  marbles,  and  are  not  worth 
digging  out.  All  future  growth  in  these  two  acres  is  at  an  end. 

W e are  thus  particular  in  reporting  the  condition  of  the  potato  around  the 
workhouse,  as  we  consider  it  to  be  a fair  specimen  of  the  state  of  the  crop 
throughout  the  entire  Union.  We  also  deem  it  necessary  to  state,  that  a much 
greater  quantity  of  land  is  under  potato  tillage  than  for  many  years  past ; but 
from  all  the  information  we  can  glean  from  parties  well  acquainted  with  the 
subject,  we  do  fear  that  even  that  portion  of  the  crop  which  now  appears  healthy, 
will  not  long  continue  to  be  fitting  for  human  food. 

We  are  unwilling  to  enter  into  the  general  food  prospects  of  the  Union;  but 
we  must  confess  our  gloomy  fears  for  the  wants  of  the  wretched  people  during 
the  approaching  winter  and  spring.  How  destitution,  with  all  its  melancholy 
train  of  evils  will  then  be  met,  is  one  of  those  awful  problems  that  may  prove 
difficult  to  solve. 


Boyle  Union — The  Vice-Guardians : — August  13,  1848. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  your  letter  yesterday  we  proceeded  to  avail  our- 
selves of  every  means  by  which  we  could  obtain  the  most  accurate  and  full 
information  concerning  the  subject  on  which  we  were  directed  to  report. 

. We  have  then  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  the  mysterious  agency  which  has  caused  the  existing  disease  in  the  potato 
crops  of  this  Union,  is  neither  so  violent  nor  so  sudden  in  its  effects  as  it  was  in 
the  year  1845.  The  character  of  the  disease  is  not  so  malignant ; but  in  all 
other  respects  it  is  identical  with  the  disease  of  1845. 

If  the  mysterious  cause  by  which  the  disease  is  produced  ceased  to  operate 
now,  and  not  to  interfere  with  the  ordinary  course  of  nature,  we  believe  that  the 
loss  sustained  by  this  Union  in  consequence  of  the  visitation  would  not  be  so 
grievous  as  is  generally  apprehended.  Much  recuperative  power  remains  still  in 
the  crops  ; and  the  disorganization  of  the  tubers  not  being  so  general  or  complete 
as  by  the  disease  of  1845,  they  would  be  available  as  food  to  a much  later  period 
of  this  and  the  following  year.  But  if  the  assaults  of  the  enemy  be  continued, 
the  vital  principle  in  the  plant  will  be  entirely  overcome,  and  a rapid  decay  will 
ensue.  . 

During  the  late  brief  interval  of  dry  weather  the  disease  has  developed  itself 
in  this  Union  most  generally,  and  in  a degree  much  more  severe  than  it  appeared 
during  the  rainy  weather,  which  imparted  to  the  stalks  a greater  abundance . of 
sap  ; this  becoming  vitiated,  the  virus  has  been  absorbed  by  the  tuber,  m which 
the  rot  is  now  more  general  and  injurious.  ... 

The  great  progress  made  by  the  disease  is  indicated  by  the  increased  quantity 
of  diseased  potatoes  brought  into  the  market  of  Boyle,  and  to  be  seen  m _ diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  Union.  But  if  the  crops  were  to  be  subjected  no  longer  to  the 
influence  of  the  cause,  whatever  it  be,  which  originates  this  disease,  the  miscniet 
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done,  we  think,  would  not  involve  the  loss  of  a fourth  part  of  the  crops  in  this 
Union. 

We  called  on  Lord  Lorton’s  agriculturist,  Mr.  Rickaby,  who  gave  us  the 
result  of  his  observations,  which  have  been  more  close  and  general  than  those 
most  probably  of  any  other  individual  in  this  county.  His  statements  have  con- 
firmed us  in  the  opinions  here  expressed ; so  have  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Fairley,  his 
lordship’s  gardener — an  individual  remarkable  for  his  intelligence,  and  well 
acquainted  with  the  subject  of  our  report. 

It  appears,  that  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  in  this  Union,  fully  one-half  is  the 
proportion  of  the  extent  of  land  sown  with  potatoes  this  year,  when  compared 
with  the  extent  sown  last  year— that  three-fourths  of  the  stalks  exhibit  more  or 
less  the  symptoms  of  disease,  but  a much  less  proportion  of  the  tubers,  of  which 
not  a fourth  part  can  be  said  to  be  severely  affected  or  rendered  unfit  for  human 
food.  Without  of  course  accurate  means  of  calculation,  this  seems  to  be 
about  the  general  estimate  made  by  observing  persons,  or  dcducible  from  their 
statements. 

It  would  appear  that  the  potatoes  are  at  a certain  stage  of  their  growth  most 
predisposed  to  the  disease,  the  plant  having  then  acquired  the  condition  most 
favourable  for  the  development  of  the  symptoms.  It  is  also  remarkable  that 
“ lumpers,”  a species  of  white  potato  well  known  and  most  generally  in  use 
among  the  poorer  classes  ill  this  Dnion,  are  much  more  free  from  the  disease 
than  any  other  kind  of  potato  known  in  this  country. 

We  are  also  requested  to  report  on  the  condition  of  the  potato  crop  on  the 
workhouse  grounds,  and  to  state  what  proportion  of  it  is  likely  to  ho  available 
lor  human  food. 


Almost  all  the  stalks  are  there  affected  with  the  disease,  the  injured  stalks 
showing  the  symptoms  very  visibly ; but  even  under  those  which  indicate  the 
disease  in  ail  advanced  state,  the  tubers  for  the  most  part  only  manifest  it  in  a 
very  incipient  stage— great  numbers  of  them  being  only  marked  with  little  light 
brown  spots,  like  those  on  a turkey’s  egg ; and  these  do  not  seem  deeper  than 
the  very  thin  external  skin  or  rind  of  the  potato.  All  these  potatoes,  which  are 
mostly  ‘lumpers,  are,  with  the  exception  of  very  few,  available  for  human  food ; 
and  as  the  whole  crop  is  fir  advanced  towards  maturity,  wo  are  disposed  to 
think  that  it  would  be  well  to  pull  up  the  stalks,  and  heap  up  some  additional 
earth  on  the  ridges  and  drills,  by  which,  according  to  a very  generally  received 
opinion,  the  potatoes  will  remain  more  secure  from  the  ravages  of  the  rot  than 
by  any  other  mode  of  keeping  them. 


Cahirciveen  Union — The  Vice-Guardians : — Avgust  14,  1848. 

. We  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  request- 
Union1'  J°mt  Ie^0rt  011  ttle  state  of  tl,e  Potato  erop  at  the  present  date  in  this 

In  our  weekly  reports  of  the  5th  and  12th  instant,  respectively,  we  felt  it 
necessary  to  offer  some  observations  on  this  subject,  and  we  regret  that  we  are 
now  obliged  to  reiterate  the  very  unfavourable  accounts  we  then  submitted. 

We  have  recently  visited  nearly  all  the  electoral  divisions  in  the  Union ; and 
so  far  as  we  could  extend  our  observations  on  these  occasions,  the  result  was 
u 3 cono  oia  1V®  of  the  representations  that  had  been  previously  made  to  us, 
from  sources  to  which  we  could  attach  the  most  implicit  credit. 

fefed  h^,that  for  the  early  crop  little  hope  could  be 
Z J,d’  ^®u?ter  Sardens  however  gave  better  promise,  and  till  recently  con- 
JJ.  ^ e+X1!^-gene/a  ly  a !iealthy  and  vigorous  appearance;  but  we  are  sorry 
• ’ \a  W1  1111  a few  weeks  past  those  appearances  have  altered  most  mate- 

nf  umvillin2ly  obliged  to  share  the  now  universal  feeling 

be  exhausted  bef°ie  Chnstmas  comes  round  the  entire  produce  of  the  crop  must 

td^age  in  this  Union  was  almost  exclusively  confined  to  potatoes; 
s nlmnn./f1'/6  aie  k‘aPPy  to  state,  some  tendency  has  been  manifested  towards 
•5,’  a/1C  ,an  unP1'ecedentedly  large  breadth  of  land  is  now  under  grain  crops, 
A P * ^ ’ n°*  su®c’enL  however,  to  exercise  any  very  important  in- 

being lest1  6 ProsPects  *he  Union,  in  the  supposed  event  of  the  potatoes 
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With  reference  to  the  workhouse  grounds  we  have  to  observe,  that  part  of  the  Miscellaneous, 
land  has  been  suffered  to  lie  waste,  owing  to  the  building,  &c.,  now  going  forward 
there  ; and  that  in  the  portion  it  was  found  possible  to  cultivate,  the  potatoes 
(planted  towards  the  end  of  May  and  the  early  part  of  June,)  now  exhibit 
unequivocal  marks  of  disease,  and  we  do  not  estimate  that  any  of  them  are 
likely  to  prove  available  for  human  use. 


CarricJc-on-Sh annou  Union — The  Vice-Guardians: — August  14,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant, 
we  beg  herewith  to  furnish,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  a report 
on  the  state  of  the  potato  and  other  crops  in  this  Union,  so  far  as,  from  the  limited 
time  given  us,  we  have  been  able  to  observe. 

Reports  on  the  state  of  the  potato  have  reached  us  from  all  sides  for  some  time 
past,  but  from  their  conflicting  nature,  we  did  not  wish  to  come  to  any  conclusion, 
and  determined  on  visiting  each  locality,  and,  by  personal  inspection,  satisfying 
ourselves  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  rumour  previous  to  making  any  report  on 
the  subject.  . In  order  more  clearly  to  show  the  state  of  the  crop  in  the  different 
electoral  divisions,  we  send  herewith  a tabular  statement  which  we  have  drawn 
up  from  notes  taken  during  the  past  week  on  our  visiting  the  relieving  officers’ 
stations. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  document  above  referred  to,  that,  for  the  most  part,  the 
potato,  as  an  article  of  food,  cannot  be  relied  on.  Over  the  whole  country  the 
leaves  and  stalks  of  the  plant  present  a decayed  appearance,  and  the  offensive 
effluvia  emitted  from  them  is  indicative  of  the  presence  of  decay ; as  yet,  however, 
the  tuber  is  not  so  extensively  affected  as  one  might  expect  from  the  appearance 
of  the  stalk.  But  this  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  backward  state  of  the  crop, 
as  it  is  a remarkable  fact,  that  as  the  plant  approaches  maturity  the  disease  is 
then  more  apparent.  Yet  there  are  exceptions  to  this;  as  we  have  seen  the  larger 
tubers  on  diseased  stalks  entirely  free  from  disease,  whilst  those  immediately 
connected  with  the  stalk,  and  of  a smaller  size,  arc  quite  gone. 

The  disease  this  year  seems  not  to  be  affected  by  the  situation  of  the  ground, 
as  it  was  last  season ; for  in  the  same  locality  there  will  be  found  as-  many  dis- 
eased potatoes  in  moory  as  in  upland  fields,  whilst  the  blight  of  1847  was  chiefly 
confined  to  the  upland. 

As  to  the  probable  amount  of  food  -which  the  present  crop  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing, it  would  be  impossible,  at  the  present  juncture,  to  form  even  an  approximate 
idea.  If  the  disease  ceases,  as  some  think  will  be  the  case,  the  potato  has  not 
suffered,  as  food,  to  any  considerable  amount.  But  on  the  contrary,  if  the  blight, 
which  has  undoubtedly  attacked  the  stalk,  and  also  in  very  many  cases  the  tuber, 
increases  to  any  extent — and  from  the  experience  of  the  last  two  years,  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  such  will  not  be  the  case — then  we  should  say  there  will 
not  be  a potato  fit  for  human  food  in  six  weeks’  time  within  this  Union. 

We  have  not  planted  any  potatoes  in  the  workhouse  grounds,  as  we  considered 
we  could  employ  more  persons  at  turnips,  which  is  the  crop  we  are  now  growing. 

The  oat  crop  over  the  entire  country  looks  well.  In  a very  few  fields  we  have 
observed  smut,  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Keshcarrigan  and  Leitrim, 
where  it  is  sown  extensively,  but  late.  In  Kilglass  and  Gillstown  there  is  scarcely 
any  sowing  of  any  kind,  but  whatever  there  is  is  much  earlier  than  in  any  part 
of  the  Union  we  have  seen. 

This  is  not  an  extensive  wheat-growing  country;  but  wherever  that  crop  is 
seen  it  looks  well,  although  many  complain  of  smut  to  a great  amount.  We  are 
not  however  of  opinion,  that  it  exists  to  any  extent  that  will  be  detrimental  to 
the  produce,  either  in  quantity  (on  the  average)  or  in  quality.  On  the  whole, 
the  cereal  crop  looks  well,  and  is  very  abundant;  and,  if  the  ensuing  three  weeks 
prove  fine,  will  exceed  in  quantity  any  year  many  remembered  in  this  country. 
Should,  however,  the  weather  continue  as  it  has  done  for  the  last  three  weeks, 
constantly  wet  and  stormy,  the  result  will  be  the  destruction  of  the  grain,  which 
as  yet  has  received  no  material  damage. 
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Enclosure. 

A Table  showing  the  state  of  the  Potato  Crop  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 


Names  of  Electoral 
Divisions. 

Oat  Crop. 

Potato  Crop. 

Leitrim, 

Abundant,  but  slightly  affected 
by  smut. 

Every  field  wo  could  sco  affected,  and  the 
tuber  gono  in  the  low  lands. 

Jieslicarrigau, 

Same. 

One  field,  the  largest  in  division,  about 
five  acres,  gouc  entirely  both  stalk  and 
tuber ; overy  other  field  affected. 

Kiltubride,  . 

A great  quantity,  but  backward 
and  badly  sown. 

Looking  tolerably  well,  tlio  leaves  only 
being  touched. 

Drumsliauibo, . 

Same. 

Same,  but  not  so  generally  planted. 

Drumrcilly,  . 

Very  small  sowing. 

The  crop  licre  looking  better  and  more 
abundant  than  many  other  parts  of  the 
Union;  tlio  leaves  slightly  affected,  but 
not  at  tubers. 

Carrick-on-Shannon, 

Good  and  plentiful. 

The  crop  plentiful,  but  all  affected  in  the 
stalk,  and  several  fields  gone  in  both  tuber 
and  stalk. 

Druuisna, 

Oats  and  wheat  better  and  more 
plentiful  tlian  in  any  other  divi- 
sion of  the  Union. 

Several  fields  of  a great  extent  gone  en- 
tirely. Two  fanners  in  this  division  will 
lose  (at  least)  one  hundred  pounds’ worth 
each. 

Kilglass, 

Very  forward,  reaped  in  some 
places,  but  exceedingly  small 
amount  of  sowing. 

Sowing  small  and  slightly  affected. 

Gillstown, 

Same  remark. 

Aughrim,  . . 

More  than  in  former  years. 

Every  field  touched  in  the  stalk;  many  of 
the  tubers  gone,  particularly  in  tlio  low 
grounds;  ono  field  of  nine  acres  completely 
destroyed. 

Elpliin,  . . 

Not  much  oats,  chiefly  grazing. 

All  along  the  road  the  fields  touched. 

Tumna,  . 

Cultivation  bad,  many  holdings 
deserted,  and  little  oats  or  crops 
of  any  kind  sown. 

Slightly  affected  on  upland;  tlio  moor  safo 
as  yet. 

Killukin, 

Good  and  abundant. 

The  stalks  and  loaves  withered,  but  tlio 
tuber  (except  in  one  instance,  closo  to  the 
town  of  Carriole)  safo. 

Creeve,  . 

Not  much  oats,  chiefly  grazing 
and  meadow. 

The  leaves  and  stalks  only  touched,  except 
ouo  field  belonging  to  Mr.  Church  of 
Carrick,  of  about  seven  acres,  which  is 
quite  gone.  ! 

Kilmore,  , 

Crops  good  but  scarce,  shock- 
ingly poor  country. 

Slightly  touched,  less  than  anywhero  wc 
observed.  ; 

Castlebar  Union — The  Vice-Guardians ‘.—August  15,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  we  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  we  have 
been  anxiously  watching  the  progress  of  the  potato  blight  ‘for  the  last  three 
weeks  through  the  Castlebar  Union;  and  our  opinion  is,  that  a great  part 
of  the  early  crop  is  at  present  fit  for  food,  but  the  late  crop,  which  was 
extensively  sown,  appears  a decided  failure.  From  the  inquiries  we  have  been 
enabled  to  make  from  persons  of  intelligence  we  have  been  obliged  to  arrive  at 
the  same  conclusion.  No  part  of  the  workhouse  grounds  was  cropped  this  year, 
as  the  paupers  were  employed  levelling  the  land  and  making  general  improve- 
ments. ■' 


Castlerea  Union — The  Vice-Guardians : — August  14,JL848. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  11th  instant,  requiring  to  be  informed  ; 
on  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  this  Union,  wre  regret  to  say,  that  from  our" 
own  personal  observation,  and  from  every  information  that  we  have  been 
able  to  procure,  disease  is  general  in  that  esculent  throughout  the  Union. ' 
As  yet  it  has  principally  appeared  in  the  stalks,  and  but  few  of  the  bulbs  are;,' 
affected.  W e are  informed  that  the  disease  appears  more  generally  in  the  bulbs  ' 
of  those  planted  early,  which  induces  us  to  conclude,  that  as  the  crop  advances 
to  maturity  the  disease  will  become  more  developed. 

. W e further  beg  to  inform  you,  that  we  have  examined  the  "potatoes  growing 
m the  ground_attached  to  the  workhouse,  which  were  planted  late  in  the  season 
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(end  of  May),  and  find  that  the  stalks  are  generally  diseased,  but  as  yet  few  of 
the  potatoes  are  affected.  Though  the  land  was  highly  manured  the  crop  is 
thin  and  small.  Under  those  circumstances  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  what  pro- 
portion of  this  crop  will  be  available  for  human  food  when  ripe. 


Cavan  Union — The  Vice-Guardians : — August  14,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  lltli 
instant,  requesting  us  by  this  day’s  post  to  report  on  the  state  of  the  “ potato 
crop and  in  answer  beg  leave  to  state,  that  considering  the  failure  of  the  potato 
to  be  one  of  great  importance,  we  anticipated  your  wishes  to  a certain  extent  at 
our  last  board  meeting  on  Thursday,  and  made  a minute  of  the  information  we 
obtained  from  the  several  relieving  officers  of  the  Union,  which  we  now  transcribe 
for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  viz. : — 

In  the  Cavan  electoral  division  the  relieving  officer  states,  that  one-half  the 
potato  crop  is  gone. 

In  the  JBallyhaise,  Butlersbridge,  and  Redhills  relief  district,  the  relieving 
officer  states,  the  potato  crop  is  partially  gone. 

In  the  Belturbet,  Drumlane,  and  Kilconny  relief  district,  the  relieving  officer 
reports — the  crop  appears  bad,  saw  several  potatoes  injured. 

In  the  Killashandra,  Arvagh,  and  Derrylane  relief  district,  the  relieving  officer 
reports — the  potato  crop  very  bad  in  Killashandra  and  Arvagh  electoral  divisions, 
not  bad  in  Derrylane  division. 

In  the  Kilnaleek,  Crosskeys,  and  New  Inn  relief  district,  the  relieving  officer 
reports — that  the  stalks  are  black,  but  the  potatoes  not  much  injured. 

In  the  Stradone  and  Killycrone  district,  the  relieving  officer  reports — the 
potatoes  not  much  injured,  hut  the  stalks  are  getting  black  ; in  some  places  con- 
siders the  potatoes  improving. 

In  the  Ballymachugh  and  Kill  district,  the  relieving  officer  reports,  that  about 
three-fourths  of  the  crop  is  damaged. 

In  the  Denn  and  Ballintcmple  district,  the  relieving  officer  reports,  that  the 
stalks  are  nearly  all  withered,  but  the  potatoes  only  partially  injured. 

In  the  Crossdoney  and  Killykeen  district,  the  relieving  officer  states — the  stalks 
look  badly,  and  the  people  are  pulling  the  stalks  to  prevent  disease  getting  to 
the  root. 

In  the  Ballyconnell  and  Ilildallan  district,  the  relieving  officer  states — the 
stalks  are  withering,  but  the  potatoes  are  generally  good. 

We  regret  now  to  state  that,  short  a period  as  it  is  since  we  made  that  minute, 
the  distemper  in  the  potato  crop  is  making  rapid  progress  in  this  immediate 
neighbourhood.  In  a few  fields  contiguous  to  the  workhouse  there  are  very  few 
potatoes  that  are  not  affected  by  the  disease.  The  potatoes  in  the  workhouse 
ground  are  nearly  all  gone  : we  had  three  yards  of  a ridge  dug,  and  it  only  pro- 
duced about  a quarter  of  a stone,  and  the  potatoes  exhibit  all  the  marks  of 
disease.  Fortunately, the  greatest  part  of  our  ground  was  sown  with  mangel  wurzel 
and  carrots,  which  are  doiiig  well. 


Clifden  Union — Mr.  O' Leary,  Vice-Guardian : — August  15,  1848. 

I have  been  most  sedulous  in  obtaining  all  the  available  information  I could 
on  this  vital  question ; and  for  several  weeks  past  I have  made  it  my  constant 
aim  to  arrive  at  facts,  deduced  from  the  concurring-  opinions  and  personal  know- 
ledge of  credible  parties  qualified  to  offer  practical  opinions  as  to  the  extent  and 
results  of  the  blight,  as  well  as  from  my  own  personal  examination  of  potato 
fields  in  each  of  the  electoral  divisions,  which  I have  in  hundreds  of  cases  entered 
with  the  hope  of  finding  them  safe,  but  in  which  I lament  to  state  the  healthy 
exceptions  are  so  few  as  not  to  be  taken  into  consideration  when  an  average  of 
the  available  crop  is  to  be  calculated. 

The  result  of  my  inquiry  and  my  own  observation  is  a firm  conviction  that 
the  potato  blight  is  not  only  general  in  its  appearance,  but  universal  throughout 
the  Union ; and  that  all  the  hopes  which  the  extent  of  sowing  and  the  early 
prospects  of  a healthy  crop  created,  must  be  disappointed.  For  several  weeks  I 
* was  confident  that  the  rumour  of  the  spread  of  the  disease  was  a groundless 
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alarm ; but  I was  first  undeceived  by  the  strong  exhalation  from  the  fields — a 
very  disagreeable  smell  of  decomposed  vegetable  matter — and  by  observing  that 
the  leaves  and  stalks  had  been  maculated  with  the  fatal  stain,  which,  whether  it 
be  the  consequence  of  the  disease  in  the  tuber,  or  the  disease  itself  in  the  stalk, 
is  obviously  indicative  of  the  blight.  The  numbers  who  dissented  from  the  pre- 
valence of  the  calamity  have  now  diminished  to  a few.  The  universal  belief  is 
that  the  crop  is  or  will  be  all  tainted ; and  the  opinion  is  also  general,  that  of  all 
kinds  of  human  food  in  Connemara  there  is  not  more  than  will  suffice  for  four 
months.  Some  of  the  districts  which  in  1840  and  1847  were  exempt  from  the 
blight,  particularly  those  planted  with  potatoes  on  a sandy  soil,  have  this  year 
pre-eminently  suffered. 

I cannot  undertake  to  offer  an  opinion  as  to  the  results  which  may  ensue  from 
leaving  the  potatoes  in  the  ground.  Some  allege  that  they  may  be  thus  best  pre- 
served ; others  think  (once  decayed  in  the  stalk,)  that  the  sooner  they  are  dug  the 
better.  It  would  be  most  useful  to  have  some  knowledge  on  this  disputed  point 
promptly  circulated. 

In  some  places  the  poor  people  are  digging  them  in  despair,  and  bringing  them 
to  market  at  any  price  they  can  obtain  for  them.  I regard  this  anxiety  of  the 
people  to  get  rid  of  the  crop  they  suffered  every  privation  to  secure,  as  conclusive 
of  the  general  despair  of  their  being  able  to  preserve  them  either  for  food  or  for 
seed. 

The  quantity  of  potatoes  which  may  be  calculated  upon  as  available  for  humau 
sustenance  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  an  estimate  of  on  rational  grounds : some 
allege  that  one-third  of  the  crop  is  lost;  others  say  half;  whilst  persons  of  con- 
siderable practical  knowledge  in  agriculture  assert,  that  one-third  will  not  be 
saved  of  the  whole  breadth  sown. 

I can  offer  no  opinion  of  my  own,  further  than  judging  from  the  samples  that 
I daily  see,  that  the.  disease  is  daily  advancing ; and  that  though  fitful  in 
its  visits  now  blighting  one  townland  and  again  another — it  is  traversing 
through  all.  ^ 

The  potatoes  on  the  workhouse  lands  are  also  considerably  affected.  With 
the  consent  of  our  medical  officer,  Doctor  Suffield,  we  propose  having  them  at 
once  used  (such  as  are  sound)  as  food  in  the  workhouse. 

. “ay  be  desirable  to  state  that  one  of  the  worst  effects  of  the  potato  failure 
is,  that  the  people  having  relied  upon  it  the  quantity  of  oats  and  barley  sown 
was  very  small.  Mr.  Deane  is  actively  engaged  in  making  inquiries  as  to  the 
positive  supplies  of  all  food  now  growing  in  the  Union — a more  useful  work 
could  not  engage  his  zeal  and  energy. 


I have  read  the  . above  report,  and  agree  most  fully  and  entirely  with  the 
statements  and  opinions  therein  contained. 

John  C.  Deane, 

T.  P.  L.  Inspector,  Acting  Vice-Guardian. 


Cootehul  Union — The  Vice-Guardians: — August  15,  1848 

. We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th 
mstant,  requiring  our  joint  report  of  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  this  Union. 

We  beg  to  state,  that  we  have  made  general  inquiry  from  intelligent  persons 
resident  m the  Union,  and  also  from  our  own  personal  observation,  we  regret 
to  state  that  the  disease  appears  to  be  rapidly  increasing,  both  on  the  stalks  of 
the  plant  and  the  tuber,  particularly  m the  rich,  heavy  soils.  Potatoes  are  selling 
for  two  pence  and  two  pence  farthing  per  stone  in  the  Cootehill  market,  as  the 
armers  appear  anxious  to  dispose  of  them  as  soon  as  possible.  We  consider  that 
about  one-third  of  the  crop  will  be  available  for  human  food. 


Enniskillen  Union — The  Vice-Guardians August  14,  1848. 

. In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  11th  instant,  that  we  should  send  by  this 
nights  post  a report  signed  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  expressive  of  their  opinion 
oi  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  this  Union,  they  have  no  hesitation  in  reite- 
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rating  tlie  melancholy  account  given  in  their  report  of  Saturday  last.  The  blight 
in  all  parts  of  this  county,  as  well  as  the  parts  of  the  county  of  Cavan  they  have 
visited,  is  proceeding  with  a degree  of  rapidity  that  gives  but  little  hope  that 
any  portion  of  the  crop  will  be  available  for  human  food  by  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber next.  In  no  season  since  the  blight  first  showed  itself  has  it,  at  this  early 
period,  exhibited  more  deadly  effects. 

We  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  report  of 
Saturday,  the  12th  instant,  in  which  this  subject  is  particularly  referred  to. 

That  they  regret  that  they  have  further  to  report  that  great  doubt  and  appre- 
hension exist  with  regard  to  the  wheat  crop ; it  is  generally  pronounced  to  be 
affected  with  smut,  and  that  the  ear  does  not  exhibit  the  full  or  healthy  appear- 
ance of  other  years. 

W e beg  leave  to  state  that  this  report  is  the  result  of  our  own  personal  inspec- 
tion, as  well  as  the  opinion  of  the  most  experienced  agriculturists  with  whom 
we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting. 

We  propose  to  embody  in  our  weekly  report  to  the  Commissioners  all  the 
information  we  can  obtain  on  this  most  important  subject. 


Ennistymon  Union — The  Vice-Guardians : — August  14,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  in  which  you  state  that  the 
Commissioners  desire  that  we  should  make  a report  on  the  state  of  the  potato 
crop  in  this  Union,  we  have  now  the  honour  to  state,  that  within  the  last 
fortnight  the  crop  all  through  the  Union  has  assumed  a completely  withered 
appearance,  such  as  occurs  in  ordinary  seasons  in  the  month  of  October,  when  at 
maturity  ; and  that  the  tubers  are  decidedly  affected,  to  the  extent  of  one-half 
the  crop,  by  rot,  similar  to  the  disease  of  1846. 

On  receipt  of  your  letter  we  had  a portion  of  the  different  kinds  of  potatoes 
on  the  workhouse  grounds  washed,  when  we  found  that  certainly  one-half  of  the 
crop  was  tainted ; and  on  this  day  we  procured  a sample,  dug  fresh  for  our 
inspection  contiguous  to  Ennistyinon,  which  we  found  in  a very  bad  state 
indeed. 

As  the  weather  is  so  very  bad  at  present  (raining  constantly),  it  is  impossible 
to  form  any  idea  as  to  what  proportion  of  the  potato  crop  on  the  workhouse 
grounds  may  be  fit  for  human  food,  as  we  are  of  opinion  that  much  rain  con- 
duces to  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  that  dry  weather  checks  it.  Should  the 
Commissioners  require  it,  we  shall  make  a special  weekly  report  upon  this 
matter. 


Galway  Union — The  Vice-Guardians : — August  14,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th 
instant,  requesting  our  report  on  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  this  Union. 
We  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  we  regret  extremely  to  say  that 
the  crop  is  now  completely  diseased  in  every  district  in  the  Union.  We  have 
been  closely  observing  the  progress  of  the  disease  for  the  last  few  weeks, 
going  through  the  country,  and  found,  that  in  general  the  crop  looked  green  and 
healthy  until  it  arrived  at  a certain  stage  of  maturity,  after  throwing  off  the  blos- 
som, when  it  was  sure  to  exhibit  the  first  symptoms  of  disease  in  the  spotted 
appearance  of  the  leaves ; by  degrees  the  whole  stalk  became  affected.  We  were 
for  some  time  in  hope  that  the  disease  would  be  only  partial,  as  in  every  part  of 
the  country  might  be  found  several  fields  of  potatoes  looking  quite  healthy,  whilst 
others  close  by  them  showed  manifest  appearance  of  the  disease.  In  a week  or 
ten  days  after,  we  found  that  the  fields  before  healthy  had  become  diseased,  and 
that  the  former  difference  of  appearance  in  the  several  fields  in  the  same  townland 
was  caused  by  the  order  of  time  in  which  the  planting  took  place.  The  crop 
now  presents  precisely  the  same  appearance  as  in  1846,  and  we  may  safely  assert 
that  it  is  diseased  almost  without  exception.  Taking  into  account  that  the  dis- 
ease set  in  before  the  esculent  has  arrived  at  maturity,  we  fear  there  will  be  a loss 
on  this  account  alone  to  the  extent  of  about  one-third  of  the  crop,  even  supposing 
the  other  two-thirds  to  be  free  from  the  disease.  The  potatoes  on  the  workhouse 
grounds  are  all  affected.  The  disease  set  in,  as  we  observed  through  the  country, 
according  to  the  maturity  of  the  crop.  We  had  some  dug  in  different  places,  and 
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we  regret  to  say  that  they  are  diseased.  If  the  quantity  of  potatoes  now  full 
grown  could  be  preserved,  great  as  is  the  loss  already  sustained,  we  would  hope 
that  a considerable  amount  of  food  would  remain.  But  what  we  have  most  to 
dread  is,  that  we  cannot  calculate  how  long  the  potatoes  now  only  partially 
injured  may  remain  fit  for  use.  Some  of  those  dug  on  the  land  attached  to  the 
workhouse  on  Friday,  and  only  partially  injured,  were  found  on  the  following  day 
to  be  much  more  affected.  At  present  we  consider  that  two-thirds  of  those 
potatoes  are  fit  for  human  food.  We  abstained  from  reporting  on  this  all- 
important  subject,  in  the  hope  that  we  might  be  enabled  to  have  more  decided 
and  more  cheering  results  to  communicate. 


Gort  Union — The  Vice-Guardians  : — August  14,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  we  beg  to  state,  that  the 
result  of  our  personal  observation,  and  the  information  we  have  obtained  is,  that 
the  potato  crop  in  this  Union  is  lost.  The  stalks  and  leaves  are  completely 
blasted  and  withered,  and  the  disease  is  fast  extending  to  the  roots.  The  growth 
being  entirely  stopped,  the  poor  people  are  now  using  the  unripe  potatoes ; but 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  progress  of  the  disease  will  soon  render  them  unfit  for 
human  food. 

As  regards  the  potatoes  on  the  workhouse  site  we  have  to  observe,  that  being 
planted  late,  and  the  first  attack  of  the  disease  having  put  a stop  to  their  growth, 
the  quantity  available  for  food,  even  if  the  tubers  were  not  infected,  would  be 
scarcely  sufficient  for  three  days’  consumption  ; but  inasmuch  as  the  disease  has 
extended  to  the  latter,  it  will  be  a matter  for  the  consideration  of  the  medical 
officer  as  to  whether  it  will  be  advisable  to  use  them  in  the  workhouse  dietary. 


Granard  Union — Vice-Guardian : — August  14, 1848. 

On  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  I devoted  yesterday  and  part 
of  this  day  in  making  inquiries  of  the  gentry  of  this  neighbourhood  as  to  the 
state  of  the  potato  crop.  Having  some  interest  myself  in  agricultural  affairs,  I 
have  been  making  my  own  observations  previous  to  your  letter.  1 now  have 
the  honour  to  report  the  opinions  of  persons  who  can  be  relied  on. 

This  Union  comprises  a part  of  three  counties,  viz. Longford,  Westmeath, 
and  Cavan. 

Longford- — The  blight  upon  the  potato  is  more  general  this  year  than  in  1846 
or  1847.  Some  lands,  particularly  the  moor  and  peat  lands,  suffered  least  the 
past  years,  but  no  description  of  land  has  escaped  this  year. 

A greater  quantity  of  potatoes  have  been  set  this  year  than  the  previous  years. 
Every  garden  that  I have  seen  presents  an  awful  appearance  of  disease ; they  are 
now  getting  offensive  to  the  smell ; the  tubers  arc  generally  affected ; but  how  far 
they  can  be  calculated  upon  for  human  food  I cannot  presume  to  say. 

Cavan  and  Westmeath — Same  report  as  above. 

The  potatoes  in  the  workhouse  grounds,  that  a short  time  back  looked  so 
healthy,  now  present  a deplorable  appearance  of  disease ; not  a stalk  that  is  not 
completely  blasted,  though,  curious  to  relate,  on  trial  the  tubers  have  no  appear- 
ance of  disease  as  yet ; but  the  crop  being  a late  one,  I fear  the  disease  will  very 
soon  show  itself  upon  the  potato. 

The  prop  at  present  is  too  young  to  make  use  of  for  the  workhouse ; and  until 
we  begin  to  use  it,  and . see  the  state  of  it  then,  it  will  be  impossible  to  calculate 
what  quantity  will  be  likely  to  be  available  for  human  food.  The  Swede  turnip, 
which  is  almost  a failure,  will  be  very  much  felt  by  the  poorer  class,  as  they  used 
a great  deal  of  them  last  year  for  food.  In  the  absence  of  my  colleague  (on  leave), 
I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  individual  report. 


Kanturk  Union— The  Vice-Guardians -.—August  14,  1848. 

,,  iePty  *°  y°ur  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  requesting  us  to  report  on 
e state  ox  the  potato  crop  in  Kanturk  Union,  we  have  the  honour  to  state, 
. , personal  observation,  and  from  the  reports  yesterday  of  our  collectors, 
a he  stalks  of  the  early  crop  are  blackening  fast,  and  that  the  root  is  diseased, 
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in  proportion  of  20  per  cent,  of  those  dug.  In  the  late  crop,  planted  in  April 
and  May,  which  averages  two-thirds  of  the  whole  quantity  set,  the  leaf  shows 
symptoms  of  the  disease  gradually  extending  to  the  stalk. 

With  reference  to  the  workhouse  grounds  we  have  to  state,  that  the  whole  of 
the  land  is  under  flax. 


Kenmare  Union — The  Vice-Guardians : — August  14,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  11th  inst., 
we  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  present  condition  of 
the  potato  crop  in  this  Union. 

From  personal  inspection  of  the  division  of  Bourdoneen,  made  on  the  1st, 
2nd,  and  3rd  instant,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  blight  attacked  every  field 
in  it.  The  tubers  were  then  in  many  places  affected.  We  have  the  authority  of 
the  relieving  officer  and  the  medical  attendant  of  the  local  dispensary  there  for 
stating  that  the  disease  in  the  tuber  is  rapidly  increasing. 

Our  own  examination  of  the  crop  in  the  Ballybog  division,  the  week  before 
last,  gave  a similar  result.  Mr.  Bland,  the  proprietor  of  more  than  half  the 
division,  has  since  informed  us  that  the  disease  is  spreading  in  a very  alarming 
manner. 

The  Templenoe  and  Kenmare  divisions  we  inspected  in  the  last  week — the 
highland  and  lowland  districts  of  both.  The  blighted  stalk  is  universal,  and  the 
tubers  generally  affected. 

The  division  of  Tuosist  Ave  did  not  visit  since  the  last  week  in  July;  the  crop 
was  then  supposed  to  be  recovering.  We  have  now  the  authority  of  the  parish 
priest,  the  Rev.  C.  M‘Carthy,  and  the  relieving  officer,  for  stating  that  the  tubers 
are  generally  and  materially  damaged. 

The  Kilgarvan  and  Bunawn  divisions  we  visited  yesterday ; in  the  former 
nearly  every  field  is  attacked,  and  the  latter,  hitherto  considered  the  safest  in  the 
U nion,  the  disease  has  appeared  but  only  partially  as  yet — some  of  the  late  crops 
being  still  safe. 

It  is  impossible  in  the  present  state  of  the  Union  to  make  even  an  approxi- 
mate estimate  of  the  loss,  but  at  least  it  must  be  considerable. 

With  reference  to  your  instructions  to  report  the  condition  of  the  potato  crop 
in  the  workhouse  grounds,  we  have  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, that  we  did  not  grow  any  there,  having  reserved  the  land  for  carrots, 
parsnips,  turnips,  cabbages,  celery,  and  leeks,  all  of  which  are  growing  there  most 
luxuriantly. 


Kilkenny  Union — The  Vice-Guardians : — August  14,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  state  to  the  Commissioners,  in  reply  to  your  commu- 
nication of  the  11th  instant,  that  our  personal  observations,  and  such  informa- 
tion as  has  reached  us  tend  to  the  same  opinion,  that  generally  throughout  this 
Union  the  virulence  with  which  the  potato  disease  has  lately  attacked  the  crop 
almost  equals  that  of  1846.  The  injuries  are  serious  and  extensive.  The 
potatoes  in  the  workhouse  grounds  exhibit  appearances  of  disease  on  the  tops 
of  the  stalks ; they  are,  however,  in  better  condition  than  most  of  the  fields  in 
the  neighbourhood. 

To  ascertain  the  actual  present  state  of  them  we  directed  the  master  to  have 
a statute  perch  (five  and  a-half  yards)  of  drill  dug  out,  selecting  that  which 
seemed  worst,  of  each  kind.  It  was  found  that  the  whole  produce  was,  of 
English  reds,  fourteen  pounds,  of  which  twelve  pounds  were  sound,  and  two 
pounds  infected;  the  same  extent  produced  eleven  and  a-half  pounds  of  lumpers, 
of  which  but  a quarter  of  a pound  were  infected.il1 

The  appearance  of  the  potatoes  which  were  dug  leads  us  to  believe  the  crop 
is  deficient;  an  expression  of  opiuion  may,  however,  be  premature  as  yet. 


Kilrush  Union — Extract  from  Vice-Guardians'  Report  of  August  14,  1848. 

With  sorrow  and  regret  we  must  state,  that  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  in 
this  district  is  most  alarming  and  the  spread  of  the  disease  rapid.  . If  the  disease 
extends  much  further  that  crop  cannot  be  calculated  on  as  an  article  for  human 
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food,  except  on  a very  limited  scale.  The  leaves  of  the  plant  in  the  workhouse 
lands  present  the  same  appearance  of  blast  as  exhibited  in  every  part  of  the 
Union.  The  stems  or  stalks  do  not  in  general  appear  much  affected ; but  we 
apprehend  the  disease  will  soon  extend  to  them.  We  have  examined  the  state 
of  each  field ; in  one,  containing  about  one  and  a quarter  acre,  which  was  planted 
early,  the  potatoes  approach  maturity ; but  as  there  is  no  possibility  of  calculat- 
ing on  their  remaining  sound,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  best  course  to  adopt 
would  be  to  dig  them  out,  and  dispose  of  them  in  the  markets ; the  remainder 
near  three  acres,  were  planted  later,  and  consequently  small;  taking  them  now 
out  of  the  land  would  be  of  little  use.  W e consider  it,  therefore,  bettor  to  risk 
their  remaining  some  time  longer ; the  roots  we  dug  up  present  different  stages 
of  disease  in  very  many  cases. 

We  cannot  on  the  whole  attempt  to  disguise  the  fact,  that  from  all  we  can 
learn  by  inquiry  and  observation  there  will  be  almost  a total  failure  in  this 
Union. 

We  have  to  regret  to  be  obliged  to  inform  the  Commissioners  that  in  some 
parts  of  the  Union  a partial  blight  has  taken  place  of  the  oat  and  barley  crop, 
attributable  to  the  almost  incessant  rains  and  want  of  warmth  to  ripen  the 
grain. 


Longford  Union — The  Vice-Guardians: — August  14,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  favour  of  the  11th  instant  avc  beg  to  say,  that  we  have  all 
through  the  season  kept  a close  look-out  on  the  potato  crop.  Until  Friday  week 
the  injury  Avas  partial,  and  Ave  flattered  ourselves  it  Avould  not  be  important ; 
but  since  then  it  has  spread  to  a very  great  extent,  and  avc  grieve  to  say,  that 
we  fear  it  will  be  most  serious. 

Every  person  avc  speak  to  dreads  the  worst ; and  should  avc  have  a general 
failure,  the  result  to  this  country  will  be  awful  in  the  extreme.  For  so  far  the 
potato  itself  is  not  much  injured,  but  the  disease  is  showing  and  spreading 
rapidly. 

Our  relieving  officers  from  the  different  parts  of  this  Union  state,  to-day,  that 
the  potatoes  are  gone. 


Lough'ca  Union — The  Vice-Guardians : — August  14,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknoAvledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th 
instant,  directing  us  to  forward  a report  of  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  our 
Union;  and  also  to  inform  you  as  to  the  condition  of  the  potatoes  grown  in  the 
Avorkhouse  grounds. 

In  reply  we  have  to  state,  that  since  our  report  of  the  7th  instant,  in  Avliich 
wc  briefly  alluded  to  this  subject,  Ave  have  attentively  watched  the  progress  of 
the  disease,  and  eagerly  endeavoured  to  collect  information  from  individuals  that 
Ave  consider  could  have  no  object  in  misleading  us ; and  from  all  that  Ave  have 
been  able  to  learn,  avc  grieve  to  state,  that  our  report  must  necessarily  be 
unfavourable  in  the  extreme. 

There  is  not  a district  in  our  entire  Union  that  is  not  more  or  less  injured  by 
the  disease.  Fields  of  potatoes  that  ten  days  since  appeared  comparatively  healthy 
are  now  rapidly  withering  under  the  influence  of  the  blight.  The  leaves  first 
exhibit  symptoms  of  decay,  which  quickly  extend  to  the  stem;  and  the  tuber  is 
sure  to  imbibe  the  fatal  plague  in  an  incredibly  short  period. 

The  disease  as  yet  is  more  severe  in  its  effects  in  some  districts  than  in  others ; 
high  lauds  and  light  limestone  soil  are  as  yet  most  free.  The  divisions  of 
Craughwell  and  Kilconeeran,  and  the  northern  parts  of  the  Union,  although  the 
crop  is  almost  in  every  instance  attacked,  are  nevertheless  more  lightly  so,  than 
in  the  divisions  of  Ballynakill,  Killeenadema,  and  Dooniry : in  the  former  divisions 
the  disease  has  not  generally  reached  the  tuber  ; in  the  latter,  about  Woodford 
and  Ballynakill  particularly,  there  is  scarcely  a field  in  Avhich  not  only  the  stems 
but  the  tubers  also  are  decayed. 

We  have  had  interviews  with  several  gentlemen  holding  large  farms,  Mr.  Tully, 
Mr.  Pilkington,  Mr.  P.  Skerrett,  and  others,  Avho  all  concur  in  opinion,  that  at 
present  at  least  one-half  the  crop  is  lost  in  this  Uiiion. 

’ '•  The  only  chance  of  any  portion  of  the  crop  being  preserved,  is  in  the  case  of 
•very  early  sowing.  The  tubers  have  here  attained  a degree  of  maturity.  But 
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where  the  planting  was  deferred  until  the  end  of  April  and  May,  as  was  very 
generally  the  case,  we  fear  there  is  little  chance  of  any  return ; the  leaves  and 
stalks  are  all  under  the  influence  of  the  blight,  and  the  further  growth  of  the 
tuber  in  consequence  completely  checked. 

The  unfavourable  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  weather  within  the  last 
twenty-four  hours,  is  calculated  to  add  to  the  alarm  which  is,  we  regret  to  state, 
so  generally  experienced  in  reference  to  this  all-important  subject.  With 
reference  to  the  crop  on  the  workhouse  grounds,  we  cannot  report  more  favour- 
able ; we  have  been  mortified  to  see  the  daily  rapid  destruction  of  what  was  a 
most  luxuriant  and  promising  crop.  We  had  this  day  a ridge,  measuring  twenty- 
five  yards  long  and  five  feet  wide,  dug  out  for  an  experiment,  the  produce  when 
washed  weighed  but  three  stone  seven  pounds,  and  after  a careful  examination 
fully  two-thirds  of  these  were  badly  diseased,  and  unfit  for  human  food. 

The  miserable  produce  in  itself  would  have  been  sufficient  to  excite  alarm,  as 
every  care  and  attention  were  bestowed  upon  this  crop,  which  up  to  ten  days  ago 
was  as  fine  as  could  be,  when  the  leaves  suddenly  became  tainted,  the  further 
progress  of  the  plant  to  maturity  checked,  and  the  result,  the  melancholy  one 
we  have  detailed. 

We  shall  continue  from  week  to  week  to  submit  a statement  of  our  observa- 
tions specially  on  this  subject. 


Mohill  Union — The  Vice-Guardians : — August  14,  1848. 

We  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant, 
directing  us  to  make  a report  on  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  the  Mohill 
Union ; and  in  reply  have  to  state,  from  personal  observation,  having  travelled 
through  a great  portion  of  the  Union  during  last  week,  and  from  inquiry 
we  have  made  amongst  persons  likely  to  be  well  informed  on  the  subject,  we 
fmd  that  in  nearly  every  field  the  leaves  and  stalks  have  been  attacked,  and  are 
withered  and  blackened ; the  bulbs,  in  most  instances,  remain  uutouched,  and  in 
others  but  partially  affected  ; however,  the  general  opinion  of  the  farmers  is,  that 
the  disease  will  progress,  and  the  crop  will  fail. 

Wherever  the  potatoes  were  planted  early  they  are  now  available  for  food  ; 
but  the  late  crop  will  scarcely  come  to  any  perfection.  A few  farmers  have 
stated  that  nearly  one-half  of  their  potatoes  are  unfit  for  use  ; but  the  greater 
number  assert  that  as  yet  the  attack  has  committed  no  injury  to  the  tuber.  The 
potatoes  planted  in  boggy  laud,  we  are  disposed  to  think  may  to  a great  extent 
escape  the  blight;  and  fortunately  a considerable  part  of  the  crop  of  the  Union  is 
in  land  of  that  description. 


Mullingar  Union — The  Vice-Guardians : — A ugust  14,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th 
instant,  inquiring  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  this  Union;  and  we  beg 
to  observe  with  regard  to  the  reports  of  individuals  with  whom  we  have  con- 
versed on  the  subject,  that  they  are  generally  most  unfavourable ; and  from 
personal  observation  for  the  last  three  weeks,  we  fear  their  reports  are  not 
exaggerated.  . . . 

We  have  this  day  minutely  examined  the  potato  crop  m the  workhouse 
grounds,  and  find  the  disease  is  making  considerable  progress ; so  much  so,  that 
we  could  not  venture  to  say  what  proportion  of  it  is  likely  to  be  available  foi 
human  food  by  the  time  the  potato  should  arrive  at  maturity.  They  were  planted 
late  in  the  season,  and  are  not  of  an  early  description. 

Some  of  the  farmers,  finding  their  potatoes  slightly  diseased,  had  them  brought 
to  market,  and  sold  at  a very  reduced  price ; and  which  we  fear  will  ultimately 
be  nearly  as  injurious  to  the  country  as  the  disease  itself. 


Newcastle  Union— Mr.  Brehon,  Vice-Guardian August  14,  1848. 

In  reply  to  vour  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  received  by  yesterday’s  post,  re- 
quiring information  as  to  the  state  of  the  potato  crop;  I beg  to  inform  you,  that 
from  the  present  appearance  of  it  in  all  that  portion  of  the  Union  through  which 
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I have  recently  travelled,  I am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  will  turn  out  almost 
an  entire  failure.  I went  to  Abbeyfeale  on  Saturday,  and  the  potato  tops  all  along 
that  line  of  road  were  as  withered  as  they  would  be  in  ordinary  years  in  October. 
I also  examined  the  tubers  in  many  districts,  and  found  them  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  decomposition.  I had  the  potatoes  in  the  workhouse  ground  this  day 
examined ; they  have  also  got  the  disease,  and  it  would  be  at  present  impossible 
to  calculate  what  proportion  of  them  may  be  available  for  human  food.  The 
prospects  in  regard  to  the  potato  crop,  at  least  as  far  as  this  Union  is  concerned, 
are  gloomy  in  the  extreme.  I have  had  private  information  on  which  I can  place 
reliance,  on  this  subject,  from  the  counties  of  Kilkenny  and  Wexford,  which  don’t 
represent  the  disease,  particularly  in  the  latter  county,  as  assuming  so  bad  a 
character  as  it  does  here ; but  this  may  be  accounted  for  from  many  concurrent 
circumstances,  the  principal  of  which  are,  that  there  has  not  been  any  consider- 
able effort  made  here  to  drain  the  land  and  adopt  improved  modes  of  agriculture; 
and  consequently  at  least  nineteen  out  of  every  twenty  acres  of  potatoes  sown 
in  this  Union,  were  sown  in  undrained  land.  The  period  of  their  being  sown  was 
necessarily  retarded  to  a month  or  six  weeks  beyond  the  proper  time  in  conse- 
quence of  the  wetness  of  the  land  in  which  they  were  sown ; and  when  attacked 
by  the  disease  the  tubers  were  only  beginning  to  form:  whereas,  in  the  great 
majority  of  instances  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  the  potatoes  arc  sown  in  well- 
drained  land,  or  land  which  requiredjio  manuring;  and  put  into  the  ground  about 
six  weeks  earlier  than  they  are  here — by  which  course  the  tuber  has  had  time  to 
come  to  a state  of  perfection  before  the  disease  set  in. 


Newcastle  Union— Mr.  Devitt,  Vice-Guardian  :—A ngust  15,  1848. 

Mr.  Brehon  has  informed  me  that  during  my  absence  on  Union  business  he 
replied  to  your  letter  calling  for  our  joint  report  respecting  the  potato  crop  in 
this  Union;  and  having  been  made  acquainted  with  his  opinions  on  the  subject, 
I beg  to  say  I entirely  concur  in  his  views. 

Having  traversed  a great  portion  of  the  country  in  my  drive  from  hence  to 
Limerick  and  back,  and  endeavoured  by  viewing  carefully  as  I passed  along  the 
actual  state  of  the  growing  crop,  I have  to  observe  that  in  every  instance  the 
potato  seems  blighted.  I have  learned  from  parties  professing  to  have  great 
experience  in  the  matter,  that  by  having  the  stalk  pulled  up  by  the  roots  much 
mischief  may  be  prevented,  and  a check  given  to  the  rapid  decay  now  observable 
in  the  tuber.  With  respect  to  the  oats  and  barley ; both  in  this  district  have  been 
late,  and  therefore  have  not  suffered  much  notwithstanding  the  heavy  fall  of  rain 
tor  the  last  few  days,  and  particularly  that  of  yesterday,  which  continued  almost 
without  intermission  from  seven  o’clock  a.m.  on  yesterday  until  six  o’clock  a.m. 
tins  morning.  The  wheat  is  all  standing,  and  the  only  way  for  accounting  for 
this  is,  that  the  crop  is  so  light  and  thin  the  rain  did  not  take  that  effect  on  it 
u hich  would  have  been  the  case  had  the  ear  been  heavy.  I am  happy  to  say  that 
as  I write  (half-past  twelve  o’clock  p.m.)  there  is  a promise  of  a fine  day  ; and  I 
learn  with  much  pleasure  that  even  now  a few  weeks  of  fine  weather  would  give 
us  a large  and  abundant  return  of  all  descriptions  of  cereal  food. 


New  Ross  Union — The  Vice-Guardians: — August  14,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  received  yesterday,  requiring 
our  joint  report  on  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  on  the  workhouse  grounds,  also 
as  to  its  condition  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  we  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that 
le  stalk  is  universally  affected — the  root  however  only  partially  as  yet,  and  we 
cn  ertain  a hope  that  it  may  be  available,  if  used  at  once  for  food.  From  all  we 
lave  seen  and  heard  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  root  is  so  far  affected  as  to  cause 
great  apprehension,  that  if  attempted  to  be  kept  over,  much  of  it  may  be  lost. 

e i egret  from  the  short  time  permitted  us  to  reply  we  are  prevented  giving 
a more  extended  report  on  the  subject,  but  the  above  information  we  have  learned 
no  only. by  personal  inspection,  but  from  persons  on  whom  we  can  rely. 
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Roscommon  Union — The  Vice-Guardians : — Avgust  14,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  11th  instant  we  have  the  honour 
to  state,  that  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  both  from  personal 
observation  and  information  derived  from  respectable  parties,  the  potato  crop  in 
this  Union  is  very  considerably  damaged,  and  we  fear  getting  worse  daily.  The 
appearance  of  the  leaves  and  stalks  is  very  generally  the  same  now — blackened 
and  withered  more  or  less ; but  the  accounts  of  the  tubers  vary — some  persons 
stating  that  they  are  comparatively  safe  as  yet,  and  others  that  more  than  half 
their  crops  are  gone. 

From  our  own  observation,  we  fear  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  crop  is  already  diseased ; and  that  that  portion  which 
is  apparently  sound  at  this  moment  will  be  so  damaged  also  as  to  render  it  quite 
impossible  to  calculate  on  it  as  food  beyond  a short  period.  We  have  just 
examined  about  a stone  of  potatoes  grown  in  the  workhouse  grounds ; these  were 
planted  in  March  and  April,  and  are  principally  lumpers.  Until  the  last  few  days 
the  leaves  and  stems  of  these  were  very  little  blighted,  but  are  getting  worse,  we 
might  say  hourly.  Out  of  the  quantity  just  dug  we  find  the  disease  in  several; 
and  they  are  all  much  smaller  than  the  usual  size  of  this  kind. 

We  consider  it  would  be  better  to  at  once  make  use  of  them,  or  sell  them; 
the  latter  method  of  disposing  of  them  we  think  would  be  the  best,  and  give  us 
some  chance  of  securing  some  profit  from  the  crop.  If  used  as  food  in  the  work- 
house  they  would  not,  even  if  they  remained  sound,  supply  the  inmates  for  more 
than  three  weeks  or  so,  and  totally  disarrange  the  present  dietary,  which  has 
been  found  both  cheap  and  wholesome,  and  be  likely  to  produce  dysentery,  in 
which  opinion  the  medical  officer  concurs.  We  should  feel  obliged  if  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  would  give  us  their  opinion  on  this  subject. 


Scariff  Union — The  Vice-Guardians: — August  16,  1848. 

The  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  this  Union  is  very  uncertain,  so  far  as  relates 
to  that  part  of  it  which  is  under  ground. 

Within  the  last  fortnight  the  fields  generally  which  we  have  seen  present  a 
blackened  appearance,  from  the  leaves  being  quite  withered  on  some  plants ; while 
at  the  same  time  in  most  of  the  fields  there  is  still  a considerable  number  of 
plants  whose  leaves  remain  green  and  apparently  healthy.  As  yet  there  is  not 
any  considerable  quantity  of  diseased  potatoes  in  what  have  been  dug  out ; op 
the  contrary,  many  fields  which  we  have  personally  examined  appear  to  have  the 
tubers  perfectly  sound,  although  the  leaves  are  quite  withered.  A very  small 
portion  however  of  those  potatoes  which  have  been  already  dug  in  this  Union 
can  be  said  to  be  ripe,  or  such  as  can  to  any  extent  be  used  as  wholesome  food. 

Although  we  have  no  evidence  we  can  rely  upon  of  any  extensive  disease  at 
present  existing  in  the  potato  itself  in  any  part  of  this  Union,  yet,  as  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  blight  which  has  fallen  on  the  leaves,  and  which  must  in  any 
case  prevent  the  proper  maturity  of  the  plants,  as  there  is  every  probability  of 
the  disease  descending  as  in  former  years  from  the  leaf  to  the  tuber ; and  as  we 
hear  of  considerable  disease  in  the  tuber  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Limerick,  we 
cannot  indulge  in  the  hope  that  we  shall  escape  the  impending  calamity — the 
extent  of  which  cannot  now  by  any  means  be  estimated. 

The  continued  rain  which  we  have  experienced  for  the  last  three  days,  must 
we  think  have  an  unfavourable  effect,  and  tend  to  promote  rather,  than  check 
the  tendency  to  disease. 

Not  having  any  potato  crop  on  the  workhouse  grounds,  that  part  of  your 
inquiry  does  not  relate  to  this  Union.  We  have  however  a very  fine  crop  of 
mangel-wurzel,  which  we  expect  will  prove  much  more  profitable  than  potatoes. 

We  do  not  think  it  would  be  at  all  expedient  to  make  use  of  potatoes  as  an 
article  of  diet  in  the  workhouse. 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  have  to  state,  that  the  quantity  of  potatoes  planted 
in  this  Union  has  been  unusually  great;  and  even  if  a large  proportion  were  to 
be  rendered  unfit  for  human  food,  there  would  still  be  a considerable  quantity 
available  for  that  purpose ; and  unless  the  disease  be  more,  fatal  and  extensive 
than  in  any  previous  year,  we  should  think  it  likely  no  scarcity  will  be  felt  until 
after  Christmas. 
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Trim  Union — The  Vice-Guardians: — August  14,  1848. 

We  yesterday  liad  the  honour  of  receiving  your  communication  of  the  lltli 
instant  requesting  our  joint  report  on  the  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  this  Union. 

In  answer  thereto  we  beg  leave  to  state,  that  for  several  weeks  back  we  have 
had  our  attention  particularly  directed  to  the  progress  of  blight  on  this  important 
crop ; aiid  the  result  of  our  observation  is,  that  the  general  appearance  of  the 
potato  crop  in  the  Union  is  far  from  favourable : the  stalks  almost  universally 
presenting  a blackened  and  scorched  appearance — varying  however  considerably 
according  to  the  kind  of  potato  and  its  approach  to  maturity — the  earlier  sown 
crops  being-  in  general  the  most  affected.  The  disease  or  blight  docs  not  appear 
as  yet  to  have  extended  in  any  great  degree  to  the  potatoes  themselves,  as  they 
are  in  general  but  partially  affected. 

As  to  the  state  of  the  crop  on  the  workhouse  ground  (about  two  plantation 
acres),  we  have  to  report  a like  appearance ; and  upon  examination,  but  partially 
extending  to  the  root.  We  yesterday  had  a portion  of  the  crop  dug  for  the  use 
of  the  inmates,  and  found  but  a small  portion  affected  with  the  disease — to  the 
amount  of  about  two  stone  out  of  fifty. 

As  to  hazarding  an  opinion  on  the  proportion  of  the  crop  likely  to  be  available 
for  human  food  we  feel  very  great  difficulty ; but  at  present  there  is  not  a doubt 
but  that  only  a very  small  portion  is  unfit  for  food  : at  the  same  time  we  cannot 
conceal  from  ourselves,  that  the  disease  appears  to  be  progressing  from  day  to 
day.  From  the  best  information  we  can  collect  among-  persons  well  acquainted 
with  the  neighbourhood,  we  are  of  opinion  that  not  so  much  ground  is  under 
potatoes  as  formerly,  previous  to  184G. 

W e have  further  to  add  that  the  crop  where  dug  appears  to  be  very  productive. 
'iV  e.  shall  continue  carefully  to  watch  the  progress  of  the  disease,  and  from  time 
to  time  report  on  the  matter  as  we  see  any  change  take  place. 


Tu am  Union — The  Vice-Guardians : — August  14,  1S48. 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  lltli  instant,  we  had 
personally  examined  into  the  condition  of  the  potato  crops  in  all  the  electoral 
divisions  of  the  Tuam  Union ; and  wo  regret  to  have  to  report  that  in  every 
instance  the  stalks  of  the  potato  arc  blackened  and  shrivelled,  and  the  tuber 
is  diseased  in  a great  degree.  The  late  sowed  crop  is  almost  a total  failure; 
the  tubers  not  exceeding  the  size  of  marbles.  The  yield  from  the  early  sowed 
crop  is  fair,  but  the  quality  of  the  potato  is  very  inferior  to  that  of  last  year. 

The  crop  on  the  workhouse  grounds,  although  planted  early,  is  nearly  all  lost ; 
three-sevenths  only  of  the  crop  being  at  the  present  time  fit  for  human  food,  and 
the  remaining  four-sevenths  totally  destroyed.  This  result  we  have  obtained  by 
digging  14  lbs.  of  potatoes  to-day  from  the  crop  on  the  workhouse  grounds. 

There  are  few  green  crops  in  the  Union,  the  great  majority  of  the  small  hold- 
ings being  under  potatoes. 

The  wheat,  oat,  rye,  and  barley  crops  are  promising;  but  the  late  and  continued 
heavy  rains  will  we  fear  materially  damage  them. 

We  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  our  fears  that  not  three-sevenths  of 
the  potato  crop  is  at  the  present  period  available  for  human  food;  and  that  a total 
destruction  of  the  crop  by  the  disease,  similar  to  that  of  184G,  is  almost  inevitable 
m the  Tuam  Union. 


Tullamore  Union — The  Vice-Guardians: — August  14,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  inquiring  into  the  state  of  the 
potato  crop  m this  Union,  we  beg  to  apprise  you  that  a very  marked  change  has 
taken  place  in  the  appearance  of  the  potato  crop  during  the  last  fortnight  or 
three  weeks ; the  leal  is  quite  gone,  but  the  disease  has  not  as  yet  generally 
descended  to  the  stalk,  and  in  but  few  instances  to  the  bulb.  The  potatoes, 
generally  speaking,  larger  than  is  usual  at  this  time  of  year;  at  the  same  time 
they  are  damp,  probably  on  account  of  the  continued  rains  during  the  last  month. 

he  last  week  has  been  very  favourable ; and  should  the  weather  continue  fine  we 
consider  the  potatoes  would  recover — inasmuch  as  they  would  become  dry,  and 
probably  not  be  much  affected  with  the  disease.  The  growth,  however,  must  be 
at  an  end,  m consequence  of  the  blight  on  the  leaf. 
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As  regards  the  potato  crop  in  the  workhouse  grounds,  we  regret  to  say,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  state  we  found  the  grounds  in  we  were  unable  to  plant 
any  thing  in  them ; but  have  bad  the  able-bodied  constantly  employed  filling  in 
the  sand-pits  and  quarry  holes  around  the  workhouse.  The  extent  of  the  grounds 
belonging  to  this  workhouse  are  unusually  small,  being  only  four  acres  in  extent. 

Waterford  Union — The  Vice-Guardians : — August  14,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  a premature  decay  of  the  leaves,  which  in 
many  instances  extends  to  the  stalks,  has  very  generally  set  in. 

The  cause  is  attributed  to  the  very  cold  and  uugenial  weather  we  have  had 
for  the  last  fortnight. 

I am  fully  of  opinion  that  although  the  early  sown  potatoes  are  more  or  less 
affected  by  blight  on  the  leaves,  yet  they  were  so  far  matured  in  ripeness  that 
they  may  be  considered  safe,  and  will  in  ail  probability  keep  well.  Coupling 
this  with  the  fact  that  a much  wider  breadth  (nearly  four  and  a-half  times)  has 
been  sown  this,  beyond  the  two  last  years,  I do  not  feel  apprehensive  at  present 
of  any  great  scarcity  this  season.  The  late  crops  were  not  sufficiently  advanced 
to  maturity  to  resist  the  blight  so  well  as  the  early  sown ; consequently  the  more 
danger  as  regards  this  portion  of  the  potato  crop  is  to  be  apprehended. 

As  yet  instances  of  affected  tubers  are  rare;  and  it  will  require  another 
week  or  ten  days  to  decide  on  the  extent  to  which  it  is  likely  to  affect  the  late  crop. 

Our  markets  are  well  supplied  with  wholesome,  dry  potatoes,  with  as  yet  no 
appearance  in  them  of  disease,  at  a cheap  rate. 

I have  had  communications  from  several  gentlemen  connected  with  different 
electoral  divisions  of  the  Union,  whose  reports  can  be  relied  on.  They  all  gene- 
rally agree  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  statement  I have  the  honour  to  lay 
before  you. 

The  foregoing  is  also  the  opinion  of  Captain  Newport,  D.L.,  a gentleman  well 
acquainted  with  this  district ; and  who  on  many  occasions  has  afforded  us  very 
valuable  assistance  and  information. 

The  potato  crop  on  the  workhouse  grounds  appears  to  have  suffered  consider- 
ably from  the  blight ; but  I have  not  been  able  to  detect  many  diseased  tubers 
amongst  them.  As  they  are  at  present,  I should  say  that  nineteen-twentieths 
of  them  are  available  for  human  food;  but  the  crop  is  a late  one;  about 
acres  in  all. 

Mr.  O’Connor,  my  colleague,  agrees  with  me  in  the  opinions  I have  here 
advanced.  

Westport  Union — The  Vice-Guardians: — August  14, 1S48. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
Ilth  instant,  requesting  from  us  a joint  report  on  the  state  of  the  potato  crop 
in  our  Union. 

Having  travelled  through  a considerable  part  of  the  country,  north  and  south, 
during  the  last  week,  and  had  much  conversation  with  many  judicious  persons 
relative  thereto,  we  are  enabled  to  speak  somewhat  decisively  as  to  its  general 
condition.  The  blight  which  made  its  appearance  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of 
August,  1846,  has  invaded  the  crop  at  about  the  same  time  this  year,  commen- 
cing by  black  spots  on  the  leaves,  and  spreading  to  canker  blotches  on  the  stalks, 
from  the  effects  of  which  the  entire  haulm  has  become  withered  in  a few  days— - 
the  decaying  vegetable  matter  loading  the  atmosphere  with  a heavy  smell  as  if 
. from  fermenting  lowland  hay.  This  infliction  has  become  very  general  through- 
out the  country,  and  has  caused  much  dismay  among  the  people;  but  it  is  to 
be  observed  that  as  yet  the  tubers  have  not  been  affected  except  in  partial 
instances  ; and  as  much  of  the  crop  was  sown  unusually  early,  and  had  attained 
an  approximation  to  maturity  when  the  blight  appeared,  it  may  be  hoped  that 
such  will  afford  a considerable  amount  of  food ; but  the  same  expectation  cannot 
be  indulged  in  with  respect  to  the  later  sown  fields.  Should  the  blight  spread 
over  these,  of  which  we  fear  there  is  little  doubt,  no  produce  need  be  expected 
from  them ; as  in  all  instances  where  decay  precedes  the  blossoming  of  the 
plant  no  tuber  is  formed. 

It  is  difficult  to  form  a correct  calculation  as  to  the  relative  extent  of  the  early 
and  later  sown  crops ; but  from  our  own  observations  during  the  spring  we  should 
conjecture  that  about  two-thirds  were  put  in  at  an  early  season,  and  up  to  the 
appearance  of  the  blight  they  had  grown  most  promisingly.  With  respect  to 
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the  amount  of  food  which  may  be  calculated  on  as  available  from  the  early  sown 
crop,  it  must  entirely  depend  on  the  tuber  continuing  in  a sound  state,  and  the 
disease  making  no  further  progress  than  on  the  haulm. 

There  was  but  a very  small  portion  of  the  workhouse  grounds  sown  with 
potatoes,  in  consequence  of  the  greater  part  being  occupied  with  the  building  of 
the  fever  hospital  and  laying  down  the  materials  necessary,  also  with  the  quarry- 
ing for  stones  and  sand  for  same.  The  produce  of  what  was  sown  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  any  value.  

Letter  from  Sir  James  Dombrain,  Inspector-General  of  the  Coast  Guard: — 
Kilrush-IIousc,  August  13,  1 848. 

I commenced  my  inspection  at  the  latter  end  of  May,  at  Westport ; from  thence 
I travelled  round  the  north-west  coast,  and  up  to  Dublin  ; I again  left  Dublin, 
four  weeks  since,  and  up  to  Cork.  I never  saw  finer  crops,  and  I wrote  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  congratulating  him  on  the  prospects,  and  observing  that,  so  far 
as  human  calculation  went,  he  would  not  have  distress  to  contend  with.  It  is 
very  remarkable,  that  upon  leaving  Cork  (now  about  eighteen  days  ago),  the 
first  field  I saw  had  strong  evidence  of  the  disease ; from  that  day  to  this  I have 
not  seen  one  field  free  from  it,  and  the  late  crop  is  totally  and  irretrievably  gone. 
The  stalks  are  blackened  down  to  the  ground  ; the  tubers  not  bigger  than  mar- 
bles ; it  is  impossible  they  can  recover. 

The  early  planting  was  very  extensive — greater  in  proportion  to  the  late  than 
in  any  former  year  ; the  potatoes  generally  large  and  good ; for  some  few  days 
after  stems  had  blackened,  but  these  soon  began  to  show  the  disease. 

I have  not  seen  a man  digging  potatoes  that  I have  not  got  out  of  my  carriage 
and  gone  to  examine  them.  In  no  instance  have  I seen  less  than  one-fourth 
affected ; in  some  cases  three-fourths,  and  they  are  daily  getting  worse.  This 
year  it  is  the  disease  of  1846,  viz.,  the  wet  rot;  and  the  weather  unfortunately 
makes  it  advance  with  fearful  rapidity.  Every  post  brings  me  letters  as  to  its 
progress  in  all  these  places  where  I have  seen  the  plants  in  such  a flourishing- 
state.  On  the  consequences  of  this  renewed  visitation  it  is  vain  to  speculate. 
The  scourge  is  sent  by  Him  who  rules  all  for  the  best;  to  Him  alone  wo  should 
all  commit  ourselves — for  it  is  too  evident,  in  this  impoverished  country,  no  human 
aid  can  save  the  people  from  dying  by  thousands ! I am  told  that  fully  half  of 
the  potatoes  brought  in  here  yesterday  to  the  market  were  spotted. 

If  at  any  time  I can  give  you  any  information  command  me. 

t My  journey  from  Dublin  was  by*  Wicklow,  Wexford,  Waterford,  Cork,  Kerry, 
Limerick,  and  on  to  this.  I visited  every  coast-guard  station  in  all  the  promon- 
tories and  bays  to  this  place — I suppose  about  1,500  miles. 

Some  speak  sanguiuely  of  the  slight  appearance  of  the  disease.  My  own  opinion 
is,  it  is  a mere  question  of  time,  and  that  it  will  be  quite  as  bad  as  in  1846.  The 
stench  from  the  fields  is  in  most  cases  quite  sickening. 


Further  Letter  from  Sir  James  Dombrain  to  the  Chief  Commissioner : — 
Galway , August  17, 1818. 

Since  I wrote  to  you  I have  been  down  the  north  side  of  Galway  Bay  as  far  as 
Castleboy ; from  thence  I crossed  over  to  Arran ; and  as  one  fact  is  worth  ten 
thousand  assertions  or  opinions,  I shall  mention  one  for  your  information. 

On  going  up  from  the  beach  to  the  coast-guard  watch-house,  I saw  a woman 
washing  two  basketfuls  of  potatoes ; I should  say  there  was  from  a bushel  and 
a half  to  two  bushels.  We  went  and  examined  them;  not  one  could  we  find 
sound.  I saw  another  woman  with  baskets  full.  She  said  the  man  had  been  all 
the  morning  digging  what  was  there  before  us — and  they  were  what  had  been 
separated  from  the  rotten  ones — and  not  one  of  those,  so  far  as  we  could  see, 
were  quite  sound.  I have  just  beep  in  the  market  here;  even  among  the  potatoes 
picked  out  as  sound  several  show  the  disease. 

I am  of  opinion  the  disease  is  much  worse  than  in  1846.  The  constant  rain 
nas  actually  made  them  turn  quite  rotten  in  the  ground  ; and  certainly  the  people 
are  less  able  to  bear  it,  for  I believe  they  parted  with  the  beds  from  under  them 
to  procure  seed. 

My  accounts  from  all  parts  are  daily  worse. 


„Jfe0Tf  1 The1rep0rt?  since  received  ky  tlie  Commissioners  on  Monday,  tlie  21st  inst.,  are  of  the  same 
in  SIS* !fteJ  *!  reP°rtf>  and  sll0W  that  tho  potato  diseaso  is  progressing;  hut  still, 

n several  reports  it  is  stated  not  to  have  yet  reached  the  tubers. 
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Boyle  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Wynne,  April  6,  1848 : — Dissolution  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians. 

Ti-ie  Commissioners  request  you  to  proceed  with  the  least  possible  delay 
to  Boyle  Union,  and  to  take  evidence  on  oath  respecting  the  cases  of  death  from 
starvation  specified  in  the  accompanying  letter,  which  was  addressed  on  the  5th 
instant  by  the  Rev.  J.  Henery  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  advisable  that  you  should  put  yourself  in  com- 
munication with  Mr.  Henery,  in  order  that  he  may  furnish  you  with  the  names 
of  the  witnesses  who  will  be  able  to  depose  to  the  facts  stated  in  his  letter.  The 
Commissioners  further  recommend  that  both  Mr.  Henery  and  members  of  the 
Boyle  Board  of  Guardians  should  be  invited  to  be  present  at  your  examination  of 
the  witnesses. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  Commissioners  that  the  inquiry  should  be  thoroughly 
searching  and  minute. 

Enclosures. 


Killoshaliuay , Ballymote,  April  5,  1 848. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, — I regret  to  be  again  obliged  to  direct  your 
Excellency’s  attention  to  the  appalling  state  of  destitution  in  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Kilturra  and  Killoshalway,  in  the  poor  law  Union  of  Boyle. 

I bad  some  hope,  from  the  nature  of  your  Excellency’s  late  reply  to  me  on  the  subject 
of  the  distress  of  these  districts,  that  your  Excellency  would  not  in  future  be  horrified  at 
hearing  of  any  more  deaths  from  starvation  in  the  above  localities.  The  following  details 
will  convince  your  Excellency  that  I hoped  in  vain.  I wish  your  Excellency  to  understand, 
that  I do  not  at  present  wish  to  urge  any  complaint  against  the  Commissioners  or  the 
Guardians  of  the  poor,  much  less  do  I wish  to  offer  any  opinion  whether  the  poor  law, 
no  matter  how  rigidly  enforced,  can  meet  the  painful  and  intense  destitution  of  those 
districts.  Those  are  subjects  for  your  Excellency’s  grave  consideration.  But  although 
I cannot  take  it  on  myself  to  say  whether  the  law  itself,  or  the  mode  of  administering  it, 
is  to  blame,  I think  yourself  would  deem  me  reprehensible  if  I did 'not  submit  to  your 
notice,  that,  notwithstanding  having  a poor  law,  deaths  are  of  daily  occurrence  from 
actual  starvation  in  this  portion  of  the  poor  law  Union  of  Boyle. 

Here  are  the  names  and  townlands  where  the  deaths  took  place : — 

Killoshalway. 

Mrs.  Kilkenny  and  child,  after  several  applications  in  vain  for  relief, 

Mary  Connel,  found  dead  by  a rick  of  turf, 

Philip  M1  Go  wen’s  wife  and  daughter, 

Bryan  Flanagan,  found  dead  by  the  road-side, 

Widow  Davey’s  daughter, 

Andy  Davey. 

Kilturra  electoral  division. 

John  May  and  son, 

Pat  Marren, 

Widow  Carbery, 

John  O’Hara, 

John  Healy’s  two  children. 

Other  deaths  from  starvation  took  place  previous  to  my  first  communication  to  your 
Excellency,  not  included  in  this  list. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain 
Your  Excellency’s  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

James  Henery,  P.P., 


To  his  Excellency 

the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 
&c.,  &c, 


Bunenaden,  Ballymote,  county  Sligo. 


No.  426.  . U. 

Admit  provisionally,  James  Gallagher,  wife  and  son. 


Dated  7th  March,  1848. 
John  M'Manamy, 

Relieving  Officer. 


James  Gallagher  will  be  admitted,  provided  his  wife  and  son  accompany  him. 

This  man  refused  admittance,  died  on  his  way  home  on  the  road-side. 

James  Henery, 


March  7,  1848. 
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Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  13,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
in  compliance  with  their  request,  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant, 
I proceeded  on  Tuesday  the  11th  inst.,  to  Gorteen,  being-  the  most  convenient 
place,  to  hold  the  investigation  into  the  cases  of  death  from  starvation  specified  in 
the  letter  of  the  Rev.  J.  Henery  to  His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

On  receipt  of  your  letter  I put  myself  in  communication  with  Mr.  Ilencry,  as 
also  with  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Boyle  Union,  requesting  of  the  former 
that  he  would  furnish  me  with  the  names  of  such  parties  as  were  able  to  depose 
to  the  facts  stated  in  his  letter,  as  also  that  he  would  be  present  on  the  occasion, 
and  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  depute  some  member  or  members  to  attend  to 
give  such  explanation  as  their  books  and  knowledge  of  the  facts  might  enable 
them  to  afford. 

I received  the  names  required  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  I-Ienery,  and  summoned  the 
parties,  who  were  accordingly  in  attendance  on  Tuesday,  the  earliest  day  on 
•which  it  was  possible  to  complete  my  arrangements.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Henery, 
Joseph  M‘Donnell,  Esq.  of  Doo  Castle,  Rev.  Mr.  Brennan,  P.P.,  Rev.  Mr. 
Brown,  P.P.,  Mr.  Stanley,  late  Guardian,  &c.,  &c. ; and  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  Mr.  Holmes  of  Clogher. 

I forward  you  the  evidence  of  each  witness  as  I took  it  down,  and  shall 
make  such  remarks  in  explanation  thereof  as  the  character  and  station  of  the 
witnesses  will  render  necessary,  to  lead  the  Commissioners  to  a true  conclusion. 

I shall  take  the  cases  seriatim,  and  would  premise  that  the  greatest  possible 
exertion  was  made,  not  only  to  get  up  a case  against  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
but  also  to  prove  that  the  poor  law  was  inadequate  to  meet  the  distress  that  at 
present  exists  in  the  Union,  and  thereby  to  establish  a claim  to  part  of  a sum  of 
£3,000,000  which  they  stated  had  been  promised  by  Lord  John  Russell  last  year. 

It  is  a fact,  more  curious  than  uncommon,  that  those  persons  most  clamorous, 
and  apparently  most  zealous  in  the  cause  of  the  suffering  poor,  were,  'without 
exception,  defaulters  in  their  rates;  no  individual  present,  with  the  exception  of 
Mr.  Holmes,  having  paid  up  the  last  rate,  and  some  owing  the  two  last. 

All  expressed  themselves  most  anxious  for  an  extension  of  relief  but  not  at 
the  expense  of  the  Union. 

Case  of  Anne  Kilkenny. — John  Kilkenny  showed  a remarkably  strong  animus, 
and  contradicted  himself  several  times  : was  a disappointed  applicant  for  out-door 
relief,  being  able-bodied. 

Mr.  Stanley  exhibited  very  strong  feeling  against  the  board,  of  which  he  was 
a member  until  the  25th  ultimo. 

I he  other  witnesses  in  this  case  appeared  to  give  tlicir  evidence  fairly  and 
impartially. 

I am  of  opinion  that  this  is  one  of  those  cases  where  aversion  to  enter  the  work- 
house  has  proved  iatal ; the  deceased  may  have  died  from  want  of  medical  or 
other  assistance  in  her  confinement,  or  from  exhaustion  or  want  of  strength ; I 
could  not  elicit  the  fact  of  the  child  being  born  dead  ; I am  of  opinion  it  was ; 
it  appeared  strange,  when  considerable  anxiety  was  evinced  to  prove  the  case,  that 
none  of  the  children  who  were  in  the  house  at  the  time  were  present  to  depose 
to  tins  and  other  facts ; it  is  to  be  regretted  that  out-door  relief  was  not  given 
m this  case,  as  it  appears  to  have  been  one  peculiarly  suitable. 

. ^ie  Sieving  officer  does  not  appear  to  have  acted  with  that  promptitude  so 
indispensable  where  so  great  an  amount  of  destitution  of  the  most  urgent  de- 
scription exists  as  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Kilshalvy  and  Kilturra  in  the 
Boyle  Union ; lie  however  throws  the  blame  on  the  Guardians,  as  will  be  seen 
by  Ins  evidence. 

I do  not  see  any  reason  to  doubt  the  fact  that  I-Ionora  Kilkenny,  the  daughter, 
died  ot  want,  and  that  the  remaining  children  are  also  likely  not  to  recover ; I 
have  strongly  recommended  a far  higher  standard  of  relief  in  the  quantity  of  food 
S^veib  an  extension  on  a considerable  scale  of  the  number  of  recipients.  It 
should  however  be  remembered,  that  by  leaving  the  workhouse  this  unhappy 
family  brought  upon  themselves  their  sufferings. 

I do  not  think  in  the  case  of  Mary  Connelly  death  can  be  said  to  have  been 
caused  by  starvation ; exposure  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  while  in  a state 
of  disease  and  exhaustion,  induced  probably  by  want  of  food  or  bad  food,  was 
sufficient  to  produce  death,  and  I have  no  doubt  did ; nobody  appears  to  blame 
but  the  poor  creature  herself  for  having  left  the  workhouse. 
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In  the  cases  of  Philip  M‘Gowen’s  wife  and  child,  the  details  of  the  husband’s  Boyle  Union. 

evidence  were  most  heart-rending ; here  again  we  find  pestilence  and  famine  so  

mixed  up  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  say  wliich  was  the  cause  of  death. 

I think  it  probable  that  in  this  case  fever,  induced  by  bad  or  insufficient  food, 
was  the  immediate  cause  of  death ; the  workhouse  appears  to  have  been  offered 
more  than  once  and  refused. 

In  the  case  of  Bryan  Flanagan  I cannot  see  that  blame  is  fairly  attributable 
to  anybody,  nor  does  it  appear  that  he  died  of  starvation. 

Widow  Daueys  daughter. — From  the  mother’s  evidence  there  appears  too  much 
reason  to  believe  that  her  daughter  died  of  want  of  food,  indeed  the  mother  is 
more  than  half  dead,  and  can  scarcely  recover  with  the  greatest  care ; as  in  the 
other  cases  aversion  to  enter  the  workhouse  appears  again  to  have  been  fatal ; it 
was  certainly  a case  for  out-door  relief,  but  none  was  given  in  the  Union  until 
after  the  25th  of  February. 

Andy  Davey. — This  is  a strange  case : there  is  no  doubt  but  that  this  man  died 
from  want  of  food ; at  the  same  time  there  is  no  doubt  he  possessed  the  means  of 
relief,  from  the  fact  of  his  having  two  head  of  cattle,  one  of  which  was  sold  for 
his  burial ; he  also  refused  the  workhouse. 

James  Gallagher . — I am  of  opinion  this  poor  man’s  case  should  have  been  an 
exception,  and  that  he  should  have  been  admitted  provisionally  if  his  state  of 
health  rendered  him  unfit  to  return  home  without  risk  of  his  life  ; such  is  the 
practice  I invariably  recommend. 

John  May  and  son. — I am  of  opinion  that  the  application  stated  to  have  been 
made  during  the  illness  of  the  parents,  was  made  by  the  eldest  girl,  and  should 
have  been  promptly  attended  to  by  the  relieving  officer,  which  appears  not  to 
have  been  the  case ; it  was  a case  for  immediate  provisional  relief.  The  relieving 
officer  in  excuse  pleads  the  restrictions  placed  upon  him  by  the  Guardians  in 
confining  him  to  relief  in  the  house  in  cases  requiring  out-door  relief,  and  gives 
as  proof  the  cases  of  the  Widow  Lang,  represented  on  the  11th  of  March,  as 
destitute  and  in  fever,  yet  received  no  out-door  relief  till  the  25th,  when  she  was 
ruled  by  the  Guardians  for  five  pounds  of  meal  per  week  for  self  and  five  children. 

Mr.  Holmes,  the  representative  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  present,  stated  that 
this  rule  was  a mistake  as  entered  in  the  book,  that  the  five  pounds  of  meal  were 
intended  as  provisional  relief  till  such  time  as  the  parties  could  come  into  the 
house ; but  then  it  was  a case  for  out-door  relief,  and  out-door  relief  was  being 
given  at  the  time  in  the  Union  ; I am  of  opinion  that  there  are  some  reasons  to 
doubt  these  parties  having  died  of  starvation.  It  is  difficult  to  suppose  that  John 
May’s  father,  who  is  represented  in  evidence  as  being  a humane  and  kind-hearted 
man,  should  have  allowed  his  son  and  grandchild  to  die  of  starvation,  at  a time 
when  he  had  a quantity  of  meal  stored  in  his  house,  and  was  in  other  respects 
in  wealthy  circumstances.  It  appears  also  that  deceased  received  aid  from  his 
priest  from  a fund  which  has  been  furnished  by  Rome  for  the  relief  of  the  Irish 
poor ; it  appears  however  that  the  aid  was  on  a small  scale.  It  is  clear  that 
deceased  and  his  wife  laboured  under  dysentery  for  five  or  six  weeks,  almost  in 
the  same  house  with  his  father,  a comfortable  man  with  meal  stored  in  his  house ; 
and  from  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I do  not  think  that  the  deaths  can  be 
attributed  to  want  of  food,  but  rather  to  dysentery,  brought  on  perhaps  originally 
from  insufficient  or  bad  food.  With  regard  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Stanley  in  this 
case,  I shall  only  observe,  that  it  appeared  he  had  only  attended  the  board  in 
Boyle  once  in  three  months,  17th  of  March;  he  ruled. in  favour  of  out-door 
relief  to  all  the  parties  in  the  relieving  officer’s  book  for  his  (Iiilshalvy*)  electoral 
division,  many  of  which  the  chairman  overruled,  which  has  led  no  doubt  to  the 
bad  feeling  which  appears  to  exist  at  present  between  the  parties.. 

Case  of  Pat  Marren. — The  relieving  officer,  from  his  own  evidence,  which  in 
point  of  fact  .was  the  only  evidence  in  this  case,  did  his  duty..  I think  on  the 
25th  February  deceased’s  case  was  one  for  out-door  relief.  It  is  difficult  to  form 
an  opinion  as  to  the  immediate  cause  of  death,  as  the  evidence  was  not  at  all 
conclusive. 

Widow  Carberys  case . — The  relieving  officer  appears  to  have  neglected  this 
case : I have  no  doubt  but  that  application  was  made  to  him  as  stated  by  Honora 
M'Gowen,  and  should  have  been  promptly  attended  to.  Deceased  was  old  and 
declining  for  some  time  previous  to  her  death.  I do  not  think  the  facts  elicited 
in  evidence  would  warrant  the  conclusion  that  she  died  of  starvation. 

* This  will  appear  from  inspection  of  application  and  report  hook  of  relieving  officer  for  Kilslmlvy. 
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Case  of  John  Hedy's  two  children. — The  relieving-  officer  appears  to  have  ne- 
glected this  case  also.  It  appears  to  have  been  a particularly  urgent  one,  and 
should  have  been  promptly  relieved  the  moment  the  surrender  of  the  "land 
rendered  the  claimant  eligible,  or  before,  if  as  was  the  case,  that  the  relieving 
officer  was  ignorant  of  the  fact  of  his  holding  laud.  There  is  too  much  reason 
to  believe  that  these  poor  children  died  of  absolute  want. 

_ It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  state  here,  for  the  information  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, the  state  in  which  I found  the  district,  particularly  the  electoral  divisions 
of  Kilshalvy  and  Kilturra,  as  also  the  prospects  of  the  increase  or  diminution  of 
the  destitution  which  exists  there  at  present. 

I regret  to  say  I found  matters  much  worse  than  I expected,  or  than  they 
were  when  I last  visited  the  district.  An  alarming  amount  of  the  most  urgent 
destitution  appears  to  exist  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  Kilshalvy  and  Kilturra 
I think  mainly  attributable  to  the  non-attendance  at  the  board,  of  Guardians  of 
those  divisions,  to  whom  by  the  rules  of  the  board  the  care  of  that  district  was 
intrusted.  Relief  has  not  been  given  to  the  extent  which  the  circumstances  of 
those  very  poor  divisions  require,  and  consequently  they  have  lost  ground  and 
will  now  requirea  large  increase.  T'hepopulation appears  to  have  run  down  rapidly. 

Very  little  employment  has  been  given  in  these  divisions,  at  the  same  time 
extraordinary  exertions  are  being  made  in  these  and  other  divisions  in  the  Boyle 
Union  to  put  down  the  potato  crop  ; a large  quantity  has  been  already  sown,  and 
preparations  are  being  made  for  at  least  an  average  crop  ; seed  is  very  plentiful 
and  cheap,  being  in  abundance  at  from  Ss.  Qd.  to  os.  lOd.  per  cwt.  in  the  Bally- 
hadereen  market.  Scarcely’-  any  white  crops  sown  as  yet. 

No  employment  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act  has  yet  been  undertaken,  or 
rather  commenced,  except  in  the  electoral  division  of  Kilfrce,  where  it  has  been 
suspended  in  consequence  of  the  terms  on  which  it  was  given,  and  under  which 
the  employed  found  they  could  not  get  on. 

The  first  condition  of  employment  was  having  paid  the  last  May  rent ; the 
second,  that  the  employed  should  leave  one-half  his  wages  in  liquidation  of  the 
November  rent,  receiving  the  other  half  in  meal.  This  was  not  found  to  answer, 
and  the  work  is  suspended. 

In  conclusion  I beg  to  say  that  I was  uuable  sooner  to  forward  this  report, 
consistent  with  the  care  and  circumspection  which  were  necessary  in  an  investi- 
gation which  has  excited  deep  interest  in  the  Union ; the  examination  of  witnesses 
taking  up  two  whole  days. 


Enclosures. 

Evidence  taken  on  oath  at  an  investigation  held  at  Gortoeu,  in  the  Boylo  Union,  on  the 
, J J,  ^ iays  I?4r8’-S-lt0  th6  canse  01  cimses  of  the  death  of  the  persons 

°hittatth°  EeT' 1Ir'  He"ery'  P'P” t0  lis  Excellency,  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 

Case  I, 

Mrs.  Kilkenny  and  child,  who  died  after  several  applications  for  relief. 

John  Kilim,  being  duly  sworn.— Know  the  deceased;  was  brother-in-law  to  her; 
remembers  her  death  it  was  on  or  about  the  20th  March  last ; believes  she  had  no  bodily 

SoSr  ofdl,ei  *1  d*hthat  flhe  ]eft  ‘ eat  1 °n  tIle  1'oHo'™g  officer  ; was  confined  the 
morning  of  her  death,  or  the  day  before;  was  anointed  on  Sunday,  and  died  on  Tuesday 

officer  the  day  his  sister-in-law  was  anointed 
f l t0™  i3;  Ula‘  °®eer  tllat  he  was  so  controlled  by  the  chairman  of  the 

thftif  the  wnl  ’ ’ th,a4  he  c<mla  n«‘  give  her  any  relief.  Stated  at  the  time 

lart  he  w S relieved  at  once,  she  would  die.  Deceased  told  witness  when 

or  midSfo  ™ f™»  hunger;  deceased  had  no  medical  attendant 

oi  nndmfe  at  hei  confinement,  nobody  m the  house  with  her  but  her  children. 

nJL  rl iS’lFTjaT  t0,aie  2541  l’Itim0,  duly  sworn— Knew  deceased; 

*T  bel,alfat  loard  0“  ‘lie  17‘h  March  last,  when  attending  at  Boyle; 
refnsed  2dflth  f “trerndy ^urgent  and  requiring  prompt  attention ; Ae  chairman 
d0M  not  thtl  ™ids  1 i ? a hadJ Previonslr  left  ‘1»  workhouse  at  her  own  request ; 

ftomw2,t2«2  deceased  laboured  under  any  organic  disease;  was  greatly  exhausted 
l7wl  neahli  ’ stated  tla‘  if  not  promptly  relieved  the  woman  would  cerfednly  die,  as 
it  * into  the  worhhouse ; tho  chairman  stated  that  he  could  not  help 

thesetw™*  CaS6S  17  mo.’  in  my  difision.  were  overruled  by  the  chairman ; of 
these  the  greater  proportion  were  widows  and  orphans. 

as  ruLdbv\ajrrfnt*''t11  dnneted  by  Mr.  Holmes  to  tho  cases  in  the  relieving  officer’s  book 
as  ruled  by  Mm,  witness,  and  overruled  by  chairman. 

Bryan  Davey,  an  infirm  man,  unable  to  work. 

ont-ibw^  cannot  speak  as  to  this  man ; at  the  time  be  ruled  in  favour  of 

w g cp  ^ 5 n°t  perceive  that  relieving  officer  reported  him  as  able-bodied. 

tf.B—Taaff  was  placed  by  relieving  officer  under  .the  head  of  able-bodied. 
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John  M'Kew.— -Sick  these  five  years  to  his  knowledge.  Boyle  Union. 

Bernard  Cunningham,  porter  of  the  Boyle  workhouse,  duly  sworn. — Remembers  Anne  — — 

Kilkenny,  deceased ; entered  the  workhouse  on  the  22nd  of  February,  and  left  of  her  own 
accord  on  the  26th  of  same  month. 

James  MManamy,  relieving  officer  of  Kilshalvy  and  Kilturra  electoral  divisions,  Boyle 
Union,  duly  sworn. — Recollects  Anne  Kilkenny,  deceased ; received  her  application  on  Mr. 

Stanley’s  recommendation  on  the  14th  of  February  last ; gave  her  a ticket  for  the  work- 
house,  as  there  was  no  out-door  relief  at  the  time.  Deceased  appeared  at  this  period  in 
good  health,  but  her  child  appeared  to  suffer  from  want ; deceased  went  to  the  workhouse 
on  the  22nd,  and  left  iu  a few  days  after.  Another  application  was  made  on  behalf  of 
deceased  on  the  17th  of  March  by  Mr.  Stanley  and  somebody  else,  who  witness  forgets  ; 
hut  does  not  recollect  the  first  witness,  Kilkenny,  making  any  application  except  for  himself; 
represented  the  case  again  on  the  17th  of  March  to  the  board,  but  was  refused  on  the 
grounds  that  she  had  left  the  house  on  her  own  accord ; was  ordered  to  offer  her  the  work- 
house  again ; did  not  do  so,  but  intended  to  do  so  the  earliest  opportunity.  Deceased 
died  on  or  about  the  20th. 

Examined  hi  reference  to  Bryan  Davey’s  case,  reported  as  able-bodied,  on  the  19th  of 
J anuary,  in  the  relieving  officer’s  book.  Reported,  Bryan  Davey,  “ able-bodied,  and  destitute 
from  want  of  employment.” 

Applied  on  the  25th  of  February,  on  a report  made  the  19th  of  January;  cannot  say  I 
made  any  explanation  to  the  Guardians  in  reference  to  the  change  that  had  taken  place  in 
him  during  the  interval  between  the  19th  of  January  and  the  25th  of  February;  saw  him 
repeatedly  during  that  time. 

My  orders  are  to  supply  means  of  conveyance  to  such  persons  as  are  unable  to  travel  to 
the  workhouse,  from  illness  or  other  cause  ; have  always,  when  possible,  done  so ; in  some 
instances  I was  unable  to  procure  carts. 

Philip  O'Beirne,  duly  sworn. — Knew  deceased ; hi  January  she  was  in  a low  state  from 
want  of  food ; in  February  worse ; and  in  March  still  worse ; died  about  the  20th  of  March. 

Case  of  Honor  a Kilkenny,  agecl  eight  years,  stated  to  have  died  of  starvation. 

John  Killkenny,  duly  sworn. — Knew  Honora  Kilkenny ; she  was  eight  years  of  age ; had 
no  complaint  hut  want  of  food ; died  in  the  same  house  with  her  mother,  four  days  after ; 
is  positive  she  died  from  starvation  ; witness  was  an  applicant  for  relief ; received  a ticket 
of  admission,  and  attended  on  the  31st  of  March,  and  was  sent  home,  as  the  house  was  full; 
would  not  go  into  the  house  if  he  was  starving. 

Mr.  Stanley. — Knew  Honora  Kilkenny ; is  positive  she  died  of  want ; thinks  the  five 
other  children  of  Anne  Kilkenny  will  also  die  on  the  allowance  given  them  at  present  by 
the  Guardians,  viz.,  twelve  pounds  of  meal  per  week. 

Philip  O'Beirn. — Knew  Honora  Kilkenny ; thinks  she  died  of  starvation ; the  children 
were  in  a bad  state  in  January,  scarcely  able  to  walk.  Five  of  them  are  now  living  on 
twelve  pounds  per  week,  Indian  meal,  given  them  by  order  of  the  Guardians ; then-  ages  are 
four,  ten,  eleven,  twelve,  fourteen ; knows  four  children  who  get  but  eight  pounds  per  week. 

Case  of  Mary  Connelly,  deceased. 

.NB. — Name  erroneously  given  by  Mr.  Henery,  in  his  letter  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Philip  MGowen,  duly  sworn. — Never  knew  deceased  ; knows  her  father ; does  not  know 
any  thing  of  her  circumstances  previous  to  her  death,  nor  of  her  death ; knows  nothing  of 
the  matter. 

Biddy  MKeon. — Knew  the  deceased ; her  name  was  Winny,  not  Mary,  as  stated ; sup- 
posed her  to  be  a sound  girl  till  the  hardship  came  on  the  country ; was  some  time  in  the 
workhouse  ; three  or  four  days  after  she  left  the  workhouse  she  died  ; was  all  swelled,  and 
in  a very  bad  state  when  she  came  home  from  the  workhouse  ; her  aunt  refused  to  let  her 
into  the  house  as  she  heard  she  had  the  sickness  (fever)  in  the  workhouse ; lay  by  a clamp 
of  turf,  and  was  found  there  dead ; the  neighbours  said  she  had  fever ; saw  deceased  after 
her  return  from  the  workhouse ; she  lay  by  a clamp  of  turf ; sent  her  meal,  but  she  was 
unable  to  use  it ; Mr.  Taylor,  the  nailer,  that  sent  her  the  meal. 

Bernard  Cunningham,  porter  of  the  Boyle  workhouse,  sworn. — Recollects  the  family  of 
deceased — it  consisted  of  father,  mother,  and  four  children  ; entered  the  house  on  the  3rd 
of  March,  and  left  it  on  the  6th  of  same  month ; the  family  were  all  at  the  time  in  a 
delicate  state ; witness  remonstrated  with  them  on  the  imprudence  of  leaving  the  house 
under  the  circumstances ; there  was  room  in  the  house  at  the  time. 

Case  of  Philip  MGowen' s wife  and  child. 

Philip  MGowen,  duly  sworn. — Was  husband  to  Winny  M'Gowen,  deceased ; deceased 
died  on  the  1st  of  March  last ; was  sick  for  six  weeks  previous  to  her  death  with  bowel 
complaint ; lived  on  turnip  tops  and  the  roots  of  small  turnips,  which  were  not  worth  taking 
out  of  the  ground ; witness  was  unable  to  work,  or  earn  any  thing  for  his  family  since  May 
last,  in  consequence  of  sickness ; witness  applied  to  relieving  officer  four  weeks  previous  to 
his  wife’s  death  ; was  refused  relief  unless  he  brought  a certificate  signed  by  three  rate- 
payers ; witness  found  some  difficulty  in  procuring  the  signatures  required ; was  unable  to 
do  so  till  the  1st  of  March,  on  which  day  his  wife  died;  witness  then  went  to  the  relieving 
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Boyle  Union,  officer,  who  told  him  he  could  do  nothing  for  him  then — but  directed  him  to  follow  him 

" to  the  meal  depot  and  he  would  see  what  ho  could  do  for  him  ; witness  wont  at  once  to 

the  depot,  but  was  told  by  the  relieving  officer  that  nothing  could  bo  done  for  him; 
relieving  officer  did  not  offer  him  the  worhhouse  on  this  occasion ; witness  afterwards 
received  an  admission  ticket  from  relieving  officer,  and  went  to  the  workhouse  on  the  31st 
of  March ; was  not  admitted  on  that  day,  and  was  told  by  the  relieving  officer  to  return 
home,  that  the  house  was  full ; got  nine  pounds  of  meal  on  the  Monday  following  (April  3rd), 
for  self  and  five  children ; lost  five  children  previous  to  his  wife’s  death ; one  three  days 
before  (his  daughter),  who  he,  witness,  positively  swears  died  of  starvation  ; would  not  go 
into  the  workhouse  if  he  was  dying. 

John  M'Manamy,  relieving  officer. — Philip  M‘Gowcn  applied  on  the  5th  of  February 
for  the  first  time ; was  offered  the  workhouse,  which  ho  refused ; applied  again  on  the 
8th  of  March,  stating  that  his  wife  had  died  of  fever,  and  that  his  children  were  then 
lying  ill  with  same  complaint ; sent  applicant  to  the  depot,  as  stated  by  him  in  evidence ; 
proceeded  to  the  house  of  applicant,  and  found  three  of  the  children,  who  did  not  appear 
in  fever ; was  told  the  others  were  out  begging ; witness  offered  a ticket  to  the  work- 
house,  by  the  directions  of  the  Guardians,  to  whom  witness  stated  the  foregoing  circum- 
stances ; gave  applicant  nine  pounds  of  meal  as  provisional  relief  till  room  in  the  house 
could  be  obtained. 

Case  of  Bryan  Flanagan,  deceased. 

John  Andrews,  duly  sworn. — Knew  Bryan  Flanagan;  he  was  a neighbour;  was  an  idiot, 
but  strong  in  constitution ; heard  of  his  death,  which  took  place  in  Tubbcrcurry,  not 
within  the  Boyle  Union  ; deceased  was  a native  of  the  Union,  but  -was  a wanderer ; Peter 
Flanagan  applied  for  relief  to  the  relieving  officer  on  the  1st  of  February,  on  behalf  of 
his  brother ; cannot  say  that  the  idiot  ever  applied  in  person ; relieving  officer  offered  him 
the  workhouse ; believes  there  was  no  out-door  relief  in  the  Union  at  the  time. 

Believing  Officer Bryan  Flanagan  was  not  in  the  Union  when  his  brother  Peter  applied 

on  his  behalf;  deceased  never  made  a personal  application;  witness  inquired  after  deceased, 
but  could  not  discover  where  he  was. 

Case  of  the  Widow  Davey' s daughter. 

Widow  Davey,  duly  sworn. — Remembers  the  death  of  her  daughter,  Mary  Davc.y ; she 
died  about  Christmas ; she  was  twenty-three  years  of  ago ; had  no  complaint  but  hunger : 
witness  applied  for  relief  to  the  relieving  officer ; applied  so  often  cannot  recollect  how 
often ; held  half  an  acre  of  land,  which  she  gave  up  on  or  about  Christmas  last ; got 
relief  last  night  for  the  first  time. 

John  Andreivs,  sworn. — Knew  deceased;  the  family  were  in  extremely  destitute  circum- 
stances ; on  my  oath,  I believe  deceased  died  of  starvation ; I have  not  paid  my  rates. 

John  M‘Manamy,  relieving  officer — Received  tlio  Widow  Davcy’s  application  on  the 
3rd  of  February ; offered  her  the  workhouse ; she  held  three  roods  of  land ; from  her 
extreme  destitution  overlooked  this  obstacle ; she  would  not  go  to  tho  workhouse ; she 
applied  again  ton  days  ago,  and  on  producing  evidence  of  having  given  up  the  land,  witness 
gave  her  relief,  five  pounds  of  meal. 

Case  of  Andy  Davey,  deceased. 

Nanny  Davey. — Was  wife  to  deceased ; her  husband  died  on  tho  22nd  of  March ; was 
a healthy  man  till  the  bad  times ; had  no  complaint  but  want  till  shortly  before  his  death; 
thinks  her  husband  applied  for  relief  to  relieving  officer  about  a fortnight  before  his 
death ; was  ill  herself  at  the  time  from  hunger ; gets  at  present  fourteen  pounds  of  meal 
in  the  week,  for  self  and  five  children;  positive  her  husband  died  of  starvation ; tho 
children  will  soon  die. 

John  M'Manamy,  relieving  officer. — The  first  application  made  by  the  deceased’s  family 
was  on  the  21st  of  February ; cannot  say  I visited  on  said  application,  but  to  tho  best  of 
my  belief  I did  ; found  on  inquiry  deceased  had  two  heifers  ; did  not  sec  the  heifers,  but 
was  told  so  ; when  deceased’s  case  was  brought  before  the  Guardians  this  remark  was  in 
my  report  for  their  guidance ; was  directed  to  offer  tho  workhouse ; am  certain  he  had 
the  heifers,  as  one  was  sold  to  bury  him. 

Case  of  James  Gallagher,  deceased. 

John  MManamy,  relieving  officer,  stated  to  the  Guardians  that  James  Gallagher  could 
not  find  his  family,  who  were  begging  about  for  themselves,  and  that  he  feared  tho  man 
would  be  lost  if  not  relieved.  Note  appended  by  the  Guardians : — “ Cannot  be  admitted 
without  his  family.”  Died,  as  stated,  on  his  way  home,  on  tho  road-side. 

Case  of  John  May  and  son,  deceased. 

, Margaret  Kilcony,  duly  sworn. — Was  wife  to  John  May,  deceased  ; deceased  died  on 
the  7th  of  March  last ; had  dysentery  for  five  weeks  before  his  death ; witness  laboured 
under  the  same  complaint  for  the  same  period  and  at  the  same  time ; is  sure  it  was  caused 
by  want  of  food ; their  only  support  during  this  time  was  what  her  child  was  able  to  pro- 
cure by  begging;  she  lost  a daughter,  not  a son,  as  stated  ; she  was  eight  years  old,  and 
had  no  oomplaint  but  hunger ; had  four  children,  aged  thirteen,  ten,  eight,  four ; applied. 
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by  the  eldest  girl,  about  a week  or  fortnight  before  her  husband’s  death  ; was  unable  to 
go  herself,  but  sent  five  times  to  the  relieving  officer,  who  did  not  visit  her  house  till  the 
3rd  of  March;  never  received  any  relief;  was  promised  it  here  last  night;  our  little  girl 
was  told  by  the  relieving  officer  that  he  could  not  give  her  any  thing,  but  wrote  down 
something  in  his  book  ; never  received  any  assistance  from  her  father-in-law,  who  lived  at 
the  end  of  her  house,  and  had  meal  stored  there;  he  was  a kind  man,  but  the  other  sons 
would  not  allow  him  to  give  any  thing. 

Honor  a M‘  Gowen,  duly  sworn. — Recollects  the  death  of  John  May;  heard  he  had  a 
sketch  of  fever,  but  not  a taking  one ; means  not  any  fever,  but  the  effects  of  hunger ; he 
was  in  the  workhouse,  and  only  returned  a few  days,  when  he  took  to  his  bed,  and  the 
neighbours  shunned  him  for  fear  of  the  disorder ; had  nothing  to  support  him  but  the 
produce  of  the  children’s  begging;  witness  went  with  the  little  girl  to  the  relieving  officer, 
when  she  applied  for  relief ; relieving  officer  told  her  he  had  none  for  her  ; this  was  on 
Thursday,  and  deceased  died  on  Sunday  following ; relieving  officer  gave  Widow  Beim,  of 
Kilturra,  meal  on  the  day  he  refused  the  little  girl ; John  May’s  father  died  a week  after 
the  son,  and  the  daughter  three  days  after  her  father ; the  neighbours  said  it  was  of  fever 
they  died ; the  father  of  John  May  was  in  good  circumstances;  bore  a good  character; 
was  kind  and  humane. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Henery,  duly  sworn. — Believes  the  deceased,  John  May,  died  of  starvation; 
that  starvation  may  not  have  been  the  immediate  cause  of  his  death ; that  he  had  been 
long  delicate  and  confined,  by  reason  of  want  of  food  ; is  of  opinion  that  he  had  not  fever; 
was  angry  with  him  for  leaving  tho  workhouse ; witness  gave  him  some  assistance,  but  for 
which  he  believes  he  would  have  died  long  before  he  did ; this  assistance  was  not  sufficient 
for  the  support  of  his  family. 

Marie  M'Donagli , duly  sworn. — Visited  the  house  of  John  May,  deceased,  in  company 
with  the  relieving  officer  ; deceased  complained  of  a bad  cold,  and  had  a very  bad  colour ; 
cannot  say  the  exact  time,  but  thinks  it  was  in  February ; heard  deceased  died  of  fever ; 
heard  that  the  father  also  died  of  fever ; heard  that  the  father  was  not  kind  to  the  son, 
in  giving  him  any  assistance. 

John  M:Manamy,  relieving  officer. — The  deceased  applied  for  relief  to  witness  on  the 
7th  of  January  ; at  that  time  witness  reported  him  “able-bodied,  but  destitute  for  want  of 
employment ;”  did  not  see  his  family,  who  were  out  begging ; witness  offered  deceased 
the  workhouse ; did  not  know  deceased  and  family  had  been  there  before  ; the  daughter 
of  deceased  may  have  made  subsequent  applications,  but  he,  witness,  cannot  recollect  any 
such ; cannot  recollect  receiving  a note  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henery  on  the  subject,  but 
might  have  done  so  ; witness  is  in  the  habit  of  visiting  any  parties  whom  he  believes  to  be 
in  distress,  without  an  application ; has  orders  to  that  effect  from  the  Guardians ; does 
not  recollect  any  application  being  made  to  him  on  behalf  of  deceased  on  or  about  the 
2nd  of  March  last ; cannot  say  of  what  deceased  died,  or  of  what  his  daughter  died ; 
never  heard  that  the  grandfather  did  not  assist  his  son  ; attributes  blame  to  the  Guardians 
in  placing  restrictions  on  him  in  the  administration  of  relief;  never  made  any  remonstrance 
to  them  on  the  subject ; never  represented  the  probable  consequences  of  this  restriction, 
except  indirectly ; can  instance  the  case  of  the  Widow  Lang,  on  the  27th  of  March,  at 
which  time  represented  her  destitute  and  in  fever ; ruled  to  get  five  pounds  of  meal  per 
week,  which  is  not  sufficient  to  keep  her  and  five  children  alive ; Paddy  M'Kew  repre- 
sented as  a fit  object  for  out-door  relief,  and  unable  to  go  to  the  workhouse,  was  overruled 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  Stanley,  poor  law  guardian,  up  to  the  25th  ultimo. — Visited  the  board  at  Boyle 
on  tho  17th  of  March  last;  proceeded  to  rule  the  books  of  his  electoral  division, 
Kilshalvy,  but  was  told  by  the  chairman  and  Mr.  Holmes  that  ho  was  setting  a very 
bad  example  in  putting  so  many  persons’  names  on  the  list ; there  were  present  also 
Mr.  Fry,  Mr.  Frazer,  and  himself ; declared  he  would  not  attend  again  while  business  was 
so  carried  on. 

Question  by  Mr.  Holmes,  guardian — Have  not  paid  the  last  poor  rate ; am  not  now  a 
guardian ; never  heard  that  a defaulter  was  ineligible  ; was  a candidate,  but  has  not  a.s 
yet  heard  from  the  clerk  on  the  subject  of  the  election ; at  the  meeting  of  the  17th,  wit- 
ness disapproved  of  raising  the  salary  of  three  of  the  officers,  on  the  same  day  that  relief 
was  refused  to  many  parties. 

Case  of  Pat  Marren,  deceased. 

' James  Grumem,  duly  sworn. — Knew  deceased ; knew  him  many  years  ; he  was  a 
cripple  and  a wandering  beggar,  but  a native  of  the  Union ; died  on  the  27th  of  March  last ; 
to  the  best  of  witness’s  belief  deceased  died  of  starvation ; never  knew  him  to  apply  for 
relief. 

John  M’Manamy,  relieving  officer. — Deceased  applied  on  the  27th  of  January  for  relief, 
through  his  son,  who  applied  at  the  same  time  on  Ms  own  account;  offered  Mm  the  work- 
house, which  he  refused ; the  father  was  not  to  be  found  at  the  time ; met  the  father 
afterwards  and  offered  Mm  a ticket,  as  also  the  means  of  bringing  Mm  to  Boyle,  as  he 
could  not  walk ; deceased  made  no  subsequent  application ; on  the  25th  of  February 
witness  applied  to  the  Guardians  for  out-door  relief  for  the  deceased,  stating  at  the  time 
the  circumstances  of  Ms  case ; application  refused,  and  directed  to  offer  Mm  the  work- 
house  ; cannot  say  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  this  refusal  that  deceased  died,  but 
believes  he  died  of  starvation. 
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Boyle  Union.  Case  of  the  Widow  Carhery,  deceased. 

Honora  M'Gowen,  duly  sworn. — Was  acquainted  with  the  Widow  Carbery  for  ten  years 
previous  to  her  death,  which  occurred  about  a fortnight  ago  ; deceased  was  about  sixty 
years  old,  and  had  no  support  but  what  her  daughter,  who  was  a beggar,  was  able  to  give 
her ; saw  deceased  a few  days  before  her  death ; heard  deceased  say  she  was  in  a low 
state  for  want  of  food,  and  would  not  live  long ; she  bad  no  food  but  what  her  daughter 
could  bring  her,  and  the  daughter  was  often  unable  to  reach  home  at  night,  when  the 
deceased  had  nothing ; was  with  the  daughter  when  she  applied  to  tho  relieving  officer 
for  relief  for  herself  and  mother ; was  told  that  her  name  was  not  in  his  book,  but  that  he 
would  call ; relieving  officer  never  did  call ; deceased  never  received  any  relief ; relieving 
officer  promised  to  visit  four  other  families  in  tho  same  townland,  but  never  did  from  that 
day  to  this ; never  visited  the  locality  since  January  last. 

John  M'Manamy , relieving  officer. — Never  heard  of  this  case  till  now ; never  received  an 
application  on  behalf  of  deceased;  do  not  recollect  being  asked  to  visit  the  locality  referred 
to  (Rathbane) ; have  gone  through  the  townland,  but  did  not  visit  the  houses. 

Case  of  John  O'Hara,  deceased. 

No  witnesses. 

Case  of  John  Healys  two  children. 

John  Milmoe,  duly  sworn. — Knows  Ilealy,  his  name  is  James ; he  deserted  his  wife  in 
the  hardship  with  her  two  children,  two  years  and  a-half  and  four  years  old ; both  children 
died,  one  about  a week  ago,  the  other  about  a fortnight ; Mrs.  Ilealy  had  nothing  but  a 
few  turnips  which  grew  on  her  own  land  to  support  herself  and  children  ; had  an  acre  of 
land  which  she  surrendered  to  her  landlord,  Mr.  M'Donnell,  of  Doo  Castle,  on  the  23rd  of 
March  ; witness  has  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that  both  the  children  died  of  starvation  ; 
the  mother  would  have  died  also  if  not  relieved  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hencry ; the  mother  is 
unable  to  come  here  or  leave  her  bed;  some  of  the  neighbours  say  she  lias  fever  : was  a 
healthy  woman  till  within  the  last  six  or  seven  weeks ; heard  her  say  she  applied  to  tho 
relieving  officer  about  eight  weeks  ago ; was  unable  to  do  so  since  from  sickness ; did  not 
send  any  other  person ; never  received  any  relief  up  to  the  present  time. 

Joseph  M'Donncll,  of  Doo  Castle,  Esq.,  J.P.,  duly  sworn.— Knows  James  Hcaly ; he 
deserted  his  wife  several  times ; held  land  from  him — about  an  acre  ; his  wife  surrendered 
it  about  a month  or  three  weeks  since ; made  application  to  the  relieving  officer  by  letter 
on  her  behalf ; saw  relieving  officer  in  an  hour  afterwards  in  his  office ; cannot  say  if  the 
woman  received  relief  as  yet. 

John  M’Manamy,  relieving  officer — Knows  Bridget  Ilealy;  her  husband  has  deserted 
her;  received  but  one  application  from  her— viz.,  on  the  21st  of  February;  might  have 
received  Mr.  M'Dounell’s  application,  but  cannot  say  positively;  offered  her  tho  workhouse 
on  the  21st  of  February  ; was  not  aware  that  she  held  land ; docs  not  think  ho  visited  her 
house ; never  gave  her  relief. 

Edmund  Wynne,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  : — April  20,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  Captain  Wynne’s  report  of  the  inquiry 
Ty  uch  he  was  instructed  to  make  into  certain  alleged  cases  of  death  from  starva- 
tion, specified  in  a letter  addressed  by  the  Rev.  J.  Ilenery  to  Ilis  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant. 

The  Commissioners  derive  from  that  report,  and  from  the  evidence  accom- 
panying it,  a strong  impression  that  in  certain  districts  of  the  Boyle  Union  many 
persons  ill  an  extreme  and  urgent  state  of  destitution  have  not  been  efficiently 
relieved  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  and  their  officers ; and  that  in  some  cases 
death  has  been  accelerated,  if  not  occasioned  altogether,  by  the  absence  of  due 

. T1?e  Commissioners  transmit  herewith  a copy  of  the  evidence  taken  in  the 
inquiry,  and  they  proceed  to  point  out  those  parts  of  it  which  peculiarly  affect 
the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  themselves,  and  of  their  relieving  officer, 
John  M'Manamy.  ° 

..  Tim  evidence  given  in  the  case  of  Anne  Kilkenny,  and  her  daughter,  Honora 
l Tu a^i  e,'Sht  years>  shows  that  the  mother  and  her  six  children  came 
into  the  Boyle  workhouse  on  the  22nd  February,  and  left  it  on  the  26th  of  the 
same  month.  On  the  17th  March  the  relieving  officer  states  that  he  again 
rought  her  case  before  the  board,  but  that  relief  was  refused  on  the  ground 
that  she  had  left  the  house  of  her  own  accord,  and  that  he  was  ordered  to  offer 
er  le  louse  again ; that  he  did  not  do  so,  but  intended  to  do  so  the  earliest 
opportunity,  and  that  she  died  on  or  about  the  20th  of  March. 
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It  appears  further  that  this  poor  woman  was  confined  in  her  own  cabin  the 
morning  of  her  death  or  the  day  before ; that  she  received  no  relief  or  medical 
assistance  whatever,  and  that  nobody  was  with  her  in  the  house  but  her  children. 

A few  days  after  her  death  it  appears  that  her  daughter,  Honora  Kilkenny’ 
died  in  the  same  house,  without  any  bodily  disease  or  complaint,  and  from  no 
other  cause  than  want  of  food..  After  this  event  it  appears  that  the  Board  of 
Guardians  relieved  the  remaining  five  children  with  twelve  pounds  of  meal 
weekly,  and  that  the  children  were  receiving  this  and  no  other  relief  at  the 
time  of  the  inquiry  by  Captain  Wynne,  and  that  these  poor  children  were  at 
that  time  likely  to  die  in  consequence  of  more  efficient  relief  not  having  been 
afforded  them— their  respective  ages  being  four,  ten,  eleven,  twelve,  and  fourteen. 

In  the  case  of  Philip  M'Gowen  and  his  family,  it  appears  on  the  evidence  that 
he  first  applied  to  the  relieving  officer  for  relief  on  the  5th  February,  and,  as 
Philip  M'Gowen  states,  was  refused  relief  until  he  brought  a certificate  signed  by 
three  ratepayers.  The  relieving  officer  says  that  he  offered  him  admission  to 
the  . workhouse,  which  he  refused.  On  the  1st  March  his  wife  died— one  child 
having  died  three  days  previously,  as  Philip  M‘Gowen  himself  swore,  of  starvation. 
On  the  8th  March  he  again  applied  for  relief,  and  the  relieving  officer  brought 
the  application  before  the  Guardians,  who  directed  him  again  to  offer  the  work- 
house  ; and  an  admission  ticket  was  furnished  to  Philip  M‘Gowen  accordingly, 
with  which  he  went  to  the  workhouse  on  the  31st  March,  and  was  told  by  the 
relieving  officer  to  return  home,  as  the  workhouse  was  full.  On  the  3rd  April 
following,  this  applicant  received  nine  pounds  of  meal  for  himself  and  five  chil- 
dren ; and  the  relieving  officer  describes  this  as  provisional  relief  until  room  in 
the  workhouse  could  be  obtained. 

In  the  case  of  Mary  Davey,  the  daughter  of  Widow  Davey,  it  appears  that  she 
died  about  Christmas,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  and  as  her  mother  states, 
without  any  complaint  but  hunger.  The  mother  appears  to  have  been  dis- 
qualified from  receiving  relief,  as  an  occupier  of  half  an  acre  or  three  roods  of 
land,  until  Christmas  last,  when  she  says  she  gave  it  up.  She  says  she  made  many 
applications  to  the  relieving  officer  for  relief,  and  the  relieving  officer  states  that 
he  offered  her  the  workhouse ; he  adds  that  ten  days  ago  she  applied  again,  and 
on  producing  evidence  of  having  given  up  the  land  he  gave  her  five  pounds  of  meal, 
which,  so  far  as  the  . Commissioners  are  informed,  is  all  the  relief  Widow  Davey 
received  up  to  the  time  of  the  inquiry.  Of  this  poor  person  Captain  Wynne  re- 
ports, “ the  mother  is  more  than  half  dead,  and  can  scarcely  recover  with  the 
“ greatest  care.” 

In  the  case  of  Andy  Davey  (deceased),  although  it  appears  that  he  possessed 
two  heifers  at  the  time  of  his  death,  bis  widow  swears  that  he  died  of  starvation, 
and  that  she  was  herself  ill  at  the  time  from  hunger.  That  part  of  this  case 
which  deserves  special  attention  is,  that  the  widow  and  five  children  now  receive 
only  fourteen  pounds  of  meal  per  week,  and  she  swears  that  in  her  belief  her  chil- 
dren will  soon  die. 

In  the  case  of  James  Gallagher  (deceased),  it  appears  that  the  relieving  officer 
stated  to  the  Guardians  that  J amcs  Gallagher  could  not  find  his  family,  who  were 
begging  about  for  themselves,  and  that  he  feared  the  man  Avould  be  lost  if  not 
relieved.  A note  appears  to  have  been  placed  in  the  relieving  officer’s  book,  by 
the  Guardians,  to  the  effect,  “cannot  be  admitted  without  his  family;”  and  the 
man  having  thus  been  refused  all  relief,  died  on  the  way  home  by  the  road-side. 

In  the  case  of  J ohn  May  and  his  child  (both  deceased),  it  appears  that  he  died 
on  the  7th  March  last,  having  had  dysentery  for  five  weeks  previously,  and 
that  one  of  four  childen,  a girl,  aged  eight  years,  died  within  a few  days  of  the 
same  time. 

The  Widow  May  states  that  she  applied,  by  her  eldest  girl,  to  the  relieving 
officer  about  a week  or  fortnight  before  her  husband’s  death,  and  sent  five  times, 
but  that  he  did  not  visit  the  house  until  the  3rd  March.  The  relieving  officer 
states  that  he  recollects  none  of  these  applications ; and  in  the  course  of  Iris 
evidence  on  this  case  attributes  blame  to  the  Guardians  in  placing  restrictions  on 
him  in  the  administration  of  relief;  he  then  instances  the  case  of  the  Widow 
.Lang,  on  the  27th  March,  at  which  time  he  represented  her  destitute  and  in  fever, 
when  it  was  decided  that  he  should  give  her  five  pounds  of  meal  per  week,  which 
he  states  was  not  sufficient  to  keep  her  and  her  five  children  alive.  In  explana- 
tion of  this  case,  Mr.  Holmes,  a Guardian,  who  was  present  at  the  inquiry, 
explained  that  the  order  as  entered  on  the  relieving  officer’s  book  was  a mistake, 
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Boyle  Union.  and  that  the  five  pounds  of  meal  was  intended  as  provisional  relief  until  such  time 
■ r as  the  parties  could  come  into  the  house.  This  widow’s  case  being  relievable  out 
of  the  workhouse,  and  the  workhouse  being  full,  as  the  Commissioners  infer,  at  the 
date  of  the  order  of  the  Guardians,  they  are  of  opinion  that  proper  provision  should 
have  been  made  for  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  in  this  case,  and  the  explanation 
therefore  of  Widow  Lang’s  case,  given  by  Mr.  Holmes  to  Captain  Wynne,  does 
not  appear  to  the  Commissioners  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  the  case  of  Widow  Carbery  (deceased),  there  appears  to  be  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  evidence  given  by  Ilonora  M'Gowen,  that  application  was  made  to  the 
relieving  officer  by  the  daughter  of  Widow'  Carbery  previously  to  her  death,  for 
relief  for  her  mother  and  herself.  The  relieving  officer  states  that  he  recollects 
no  such  application,  and  admits  that  he  never  visited  any  of  the  houses  in  the 
townland  in  which  the  Widow  Carbery  lived. 

In  the  case  of  John  Healy’s  two  children  (both  deceased),  it  appears  that  the 
father  deserted  them  and  their  mother,  and  that  both  the  children  died  wdthin 
about  a fortnight  before  the  inquiry;  and  the  evidence  gives  every  reason  to  fear 
that  they  died  from  want.  John  Healy,  it  appears,  held  land  to  the  extent  of 
about  an  acre,  from  Mr.  M ‘Donnell,  of  Doo  Castle,  winch  the  wife  surrendered  on 
.the  23rd  March;  and  Mr.  M ‘Donnell  swears  that  he  made  application  to  the 
relieving  officer  by  letter  on  her  behalf,  and  saw  him  an  hour  afterwards  in  his 
office.  The  poor  v'oman  appears  to  have  been  unable  to  apply  for  relief  herself 
from  sickness. 

The  relieving  officer  admits  he  had  an  application  from  her  on  the  21st  Fe- 
bruary, and  that  he  then  offered  the  w'orkhouse ; and  that  he  might  have  received 
Mr.  M‘Donnell’s  application,  but  cannot  say  positively ; he  was  not  aware,  he 
states,  that  she  held  land ; yet  he  does  not  think  that  lie  ever  visited  her  house, 
and  he  states  that  he  never  gave  her  any  relief. 

The  Guardians  will  perceive  that  in  going  through  the  evidence  on  these  several 
cases,  the  Commissioners  have  dwelt  on  those  parts  alone  which  are  unfavourable 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Guardians  and  their  relieving  officer.  Their  object  in  so 
doing  is  to  apprize  the  Guardians  clearly  of  the  strong  necessity  which  exists  for 
immediate  explanation  of  their  conduct  as  a board  in  reference  to  several  of  these 
deplorable  cases ; and  also  to  give  the  relieving  officer  due  warning  of  those  parts 
of  the  evidence  which  chiefly  impugn  his  character  as  a paid  officer,  subject  to 
.removal  by  the  Commissioners. 

On  the  receipt  of  such  observations  as  the  Board  of  Guardians  may  deem  it 
proper  to  make  on  their  own  behalf,  and  of  any  explanation  which  the  relieving 
officer  may  desire  to  submit  on  his  own  part,  the  Commissioners  will  be  in  a posi- 
tion to  acquit  themselves  of  the  responsibility  which  rests  upon  them  in  regard  to 
the  future  administration  of  relief  to  the  destitute  poor  in  Boyle  Union. 


Extract  from  Minutes  of  Board  of  Guardians  -.—April  27,  1848. 

•l  7-IIE  board  SreatIy  regret  and  deeply  deplore  the  melancholy  occurrences 
detailed  in  Captain  Wynne’s  report,  and  trust  there  may  never  be  a recurrence 
of  them ; but  before  the  Commissioners  form  an  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Guardians,  the  board  earnestly  request  that  they  will  take  into  consideration 
that  these  painful  occurrences  took  place  at  the  moment  when  the  herculean  la- 
bour of  commencing  the  out-door  relief  came  upon  them,  and  at  the  period  when 
the  usual  assizes  business  called  away  many  of  the  board ; also  from  the  acknow- 
ledged fact  that  M'Manamy,  the  relieving  officer,  had  not  had  sufficient  time  to 
visit  in  person  all  the  applicants ; and  when  all  the  relieving  officers  were  inex- 
perienced, and  most  of  them  new  to  their  districts,  it  was  a difficult  matter, 
seeing  how  necessary  it  is  to  guard  against  imposition,  to  select  out  of  a whole 
population  seeking  for  relief,  such  classes  as  were  entitled  to  receive  it,  under  the 
Commissioners’  order. 

The  electoral  divisions  of  Kilshalvy  and  Kilturra  sent  but  few  inmates  to  the 
workhouse.  Mr.  Stanley^  the  guardian  of  the  former  division,  rarely  attended  ; 
intact  only  four  times  during  the  last  three  years;  the  guardian  for  Kilturra  has 
also  absented  himself,  and  the  only  ex-officio  guardian  resident  in  the  district 
. never  appeared  at  the  board,  consequently  the  information  which  the  board  pos- 
. sessed  did  not  warrant  them  in  giving  indiscriminate  out-door  relief.  Caution 
. was  absolutely  necessary  in  the  first  working  of  the  system ; and  the  board  dis- 
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tinctly  affirm  that  no  complaints  were  made  to  them  of  an  insufficiency  of  food ; Boyle  Union. 

and  the  relieving  officers,  whenever  questioned,  admitted  that  the  persons  relieved  

were  satisfied ; however,  since  the  last  visit  of  the  Inspector,  the  allowance  has 
been  increased  to  seven  pounds  to  adults,  and  three  pounds  to  children. 

Though  extreme  and  urgent  destitution  existed  in  several  parts  of  the  Union, 
yet  there  has  always  been  great  reluctance  to  the  workhouse  test ; several  appli- 
cants for  relief  have  refused  to  accept  admission  since  the  out-door  relief  com- 
menced; and  the  board  should  not  be  charged  with  want  of  humanity,  or 
censured  for  deaths  occurring  outside  the  workhouse,  where  many  individuals 
have  voluntarily  taken  their  discharge,  with  nothing  but  starvation  before  them  ; 
if  paupers  thus  leaving,  are  immediately  entitled  to  relief,  the  workhouse  test  so 
much  relied  on,  ceases  to  avail,  and  the  whole  property  of  the  Union  would  be 
inadequate  to  defray  the  cost  that  an  indiscriminate  system  of  relief  would  call 
for. 

The  board,  after  an  honest  and  diligent  discharge  of  their  duties  for  years 
past,  feel  assured  that  the  Commissioners  will  not  pass  any  censure  upon  them ; 
but  if  blame  is  to  fall  on  any  one,  let  it  be  attached  to  those  individual  Guardians 
who,  by  their  non-attendance,  have  deprived  the  board  of  the  necessary  infor- 
mation concerning  their  districts,  which  would  have  enabled  the  board  to  lessen 
the  calamities  that  they  now  so  much  lament. 

The  board,  feeling  that  they  have  diligently  and  impartially  fulfilled  their 
arduous  duties,  and  several  members  thereof  having  sacrificed  their  time  at  great 
personal  loss,  in  order  to  give  the  working  of  the  law  a fair  trial,  now  request, 
if  the  Commissioners  are  dissatisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  their  duties  have 
been  discharged,  to  be  forthwith  relieved,  and  another  board  appointed,  more 
humane,  more  efficient,  and  more  painstaking  than  the  present  are. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — May  4,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  to  acknowledge  the  resolution  of  the  Guardians 
of  Boyle  Union,  of  the  27th  April  last,  passed  in  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  20th  April. 

The  Commissioners  feel  assured  of  the  sincerity  of  those  expressions  of  regret 
in  which  the  Guardians  have  alluded  to  the  melancholy  occurrences  detailed  in 
Captain  Wynne’s  report;  and  they  have  observed  with  satisfaction  some  steps 
which  have  since  been  taken  by  the  board,  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually 
relieving  the  severe  destitution  which  has  been  shown  to  prevail  in  some  districts 
of  the  Boyle  Union,  and  which  has  heretofore  been  met  by  most  inadequate 
measures  of  relief.  The  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  also  that  some  individual 
members  of  the  board  have  been  active  and  attentive  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  as  Guardians ; but  they  are  compelled  by  the  evidence  before  them  to 
conclude,  that  the  Guardians,  as  a collective  body,  have  made  great  default  in 
this  respect,  and  that  by  reason  thereof,  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
have  not  been  effectually  performed,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  acts  in 
force  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  Ireland. 

The  chief  grounds  on  which  this  opinion  rests  are  detailed  in  the  letter  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  20th  April,  in  which  they  pointed  out  to  the 
Guardians  those  portions  of  the  evidence  forwarded  by  Captain  Wynne,  wdiich 
raised  the  most  unfavourable  impression  of  their  conduct  as  a board ; but  the 
Commissioners  cannot  avoid  adverting  to  the  remarkable  fact,  that  although 
on  the  minutes  of  the  22nd  April,  directions  are  recorded  to  summon  the 
Guardians  specially  for  the  following  Thursday,  to  take  into  consideration  a 
matter  reflecting  too  strongly  on  their  character  as  a board,  only  seven  Guar- 
dians of  a body  consisting  of  thirty-three  appear  by  the  minutes  to  have  assembled 
on  that  day. 

The  Commissioners  are  much  surprised  by  this  apparent  indifference  on  the 
part  of  the  great  majority  of  the  Guardians  to  the  vindication  of  their  character 
as  a public  body;  and  they  feel  bound  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the 
explanation  of  the  conduct  of  the  board,  placed  on  the  minutes  by  the  gentlemen 
assembled  at  that  meeting,  are  not  in  their  opinion  satisfactory. 

An  Order  dissolving  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Boyle  Union,  is  enclosed 
herewith;  and  the  appointment  of  paid  officers,  to  act  in  execution  of  their 
duties,  will  take  place  in  due  course. 
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Loughrea  Union, 


LOUGHREA  UNION. 


Sir  Thomas  Bueke  to  tlie  Commissioners  -.—June  15,  184S. 

I deg  to  forward  to  you  my  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners  for 
the  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  hoping  that  the  whole  of  the  evidence  taken 
before  Mr.  Lloyd,  at  Loughrea,  together  with  the  Commissioners’  letter,  and  my 
answer,  may  be  printed  in  the  next  Blue  Book.  J 


Sir  Thomas  Bueke  to  the  Commissioners  : — June  15,  1848. 

I beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of.  your  communication  of  the  5th  of 
June,  the  contents  of  which  do  not  surprise  me.  The  late  Board  of  Guardians 
of  which  I had  the  honour  to  be  chairman,  did  not  expect  from  the  Commissioners 
that  they  would  acknowledge  themselves  or  their  officers  to  have  acted  wrong- 
nor  should  I now  make  any  observations  oil  the  contents  of  your  communication’ 
only  for  the  extraordinary  and  unwarrantable  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  Com- 
missioners, contrary  both  to  the  evidence  and  the  facts : I cannot  refrain  from 
alluding  to  one  or  two  of  them.  In  the  first  place,  the  allegations  the  late  board 
made  were  not  intended  to  be  so  much  charges  against  the  paid  Guardians  as  to 
show  that  much  of  what  was  complained  of  in  their  conduct,  and  for  which  we 
had  been  so  unjustly  dismissed,  was  tolerated  in  our  successors 

The  Commissioners  deny  that  the  charge  as  to  the  numbers  in  the  house  under 
the  paid  Guardians,  has  been  proved.  Now  their  own  officer,  Mr  Lloyd 
' P“b“f'y  admitted  that  he  was  satisfied  this  had, been  fully  proved  by  the  evidence 
of  OBrien,  the  numbers  signed  regularly  by  the  paid  Guardians,  and  the 
number  of  rati°ns  issued  by  them;  and  stated  it  was  unnecessary  to  give  further 
proot  of  that  fact.  ° 

The  Commissioners  make  no  mention  of  the  fact  of  paupers  having  been  sent 
to  sleep  on  straw  by  the  paid  Guardians,  though  that  was  oilo  of  the  reasons 
f or  d !ai  b S “lsmifa  ■ and  was  P'-oved  to  have  frequently  happened ; 

otherim!ow^e  ”,  the  fac4> that  ”«  of  the  provision  cheeks  or 
S t aCC0’ -ii'ta^d  been  made  up  for  several  weeks  previous  to  the 

" K41  fauPers bad  bec"  d™b  in  the  house,  and  had  boon  absent  at 
mgnt,  although  all  these  facts  were  proved. 

As  to  the  abuses  in  the  distribution  of  out-door  relief,  the  Commissioners’ 
nrintedTistruo'J  ie  ““T04'  f effectual  inquiry  could  have  taken  place,  the 

ln,time-  notwithstanding  the  late  board 
nlace  manv^ro  bu*  stlU  m ,the  partial  examination  that  did  take 

S n™ffiLT1„oh  • 16  mlmbei,'  s4a4ed  were  s4ruck  off;  and  it  was  notorious 

ffivtiom  S * q 7 M'ge  CTS  Were  4akelloff  the  lists  in  every  electoral 

havTM*  Tl  L1°yd’”e.Port>  or  tbose  portions  of  the  evidence  he  may 
have  taken  down  I know  nothing,  nor  did  the  late  board  ever  expect  either 
justice  or  redress  from  the  Commissioners  of  these  officers.  P 

glad  that 'the  T y?ur  oommiraication,  the  late  board  will  be  always 

glad  that  the  really  destitute  should  be  relieved,  but  judging  from  the  recent 
expenditure  they  have  little  hope  that  the  interests  of  the  rLmyer^will  receive 
much  consideration  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  P 


The  Commissioners  to  Sir  Thomas  Bueke  : — June  24, 1848. 

letter  of  “e  Commiss!oners  t0  ^knowledge  the  receipt  of  your 

agffinst^h^v;cSo°r’erS  T-G"rGb  tbcdr  decision  on  the  charges  brought  by  you 
to  add  tW °f  Uni°n  is  not  satisfactory;  but  they  are 

their  decision  wf  hey  T n?4hmg  “ your  letter  *°  Iead  them  “>  doubt  that 
chmees  wele  ffiT  u n°-reci  14  SeemS  evldent  40  4he  Commissioners  that  the 
arges  were  founded  in  a great  measure  on  untrustworthy  information  derived 
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from  a tainted  source ; and  they  think  that  you  have  unintentionally  rendered  a 
service  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  by  causing  the  Commissioners  to  institute  a minute 
investigation  into  their  conduct,  which  has  been  the  means  of  placing  on  record 
clear  proofs  of  their  assiduity  and  efficiency. 

The  request  contained  in  your  letter  concerning  the  publication  of  the  docu- 
ments therein  referred  to,  will  be  complied  with  as  a matter  of  course.* 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  on  Sir  Thomas  Burke’s  letter: 

June  28,  1848. 

With  respect  to  the  first  charge  to  which  Sir  Thomas  Burke  refers,  that  of  a 
greater  number  of  persons  being  accommodated  in  the  workhouse  by  us,  than 
the  late  board  were  dismissed  for  (supposing  that  to  be  the  cause),  we  beg  distinctly 
to  deny  that  such  is  the  fact.  It  is  true  that  O’Brien,  the  dismissed  master,  swore 
that  on  several  occasions  after  we  took  charge,  it  appeared  from  the  books  that  a 
greater  number  slept  in  the  house  than  ever  had  been  suffered  under  the  old 
board;  but  he  also  admitted  on  his  cross-examination,  that  he  could  not  say  the 
Vice-Guardians  were  cognizant  of  his  allowing  these  excessive  numbers  to 
occupy  the  house  ; and  he  further  admitted,  that  by  permitting  any  excess  over 
900,  he  knew  he  was  violating  an  order  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners.  It 
is  also  true,  that  Mr.  Patrick  Skerret  swore  deliberately,  that  he  had  ascertained 
from  the  books  of  the  workhouse  the  gross  numbers  in  the  several  houses ; that 
he  had  then  deducted  the  numbers  sleeping  in  the  two  auxiliary  houses  from  the 
gross  numbers  on  the  books,  and  found  the  remainder  to  have  slept  in  the  work- 
house.  But  this  gentleman  on  his  cross-examination,  when  called  upon  to  state 
from  what  books  he  had  ascertained  the  numbers  which  were  accommodated  in 
the  auxiliary  houses  at  night,  could  give  no  satisfactory  reply;  and  admitted  that 
lie  had  derived  his  information  from  O’Brien,  the  then  master,  although  on  his 
direct  examination,  he  stated,  that  he  had  procured  it  himself  from  books,  which 
at  that  period  were  not  in  existence. 

Sir  Thomas  Burke  seems  to  place  much  weight  on  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Lloyd, 
that  he  had  admitted  he  was  satisfied  with  the  evidence  of  O’Brien  on  the 
point  of  the  numbers  allowed  to  occupy  the  workhouse  being  greater  under  us, 
than  during  the  time  of  the  late  board  ; that  as  those  numbers  had  been 
regularly  signed  by  us,  and  rations  issued  for  them,  it  was  unnecessary  to  give 
further  evidence  on  that  point ; and  it  is  quite  true  that  the  first  evening  of  the 
inquiry,  whilst  the  first  witness  (O'Brien)  was  under  his  direct  examination, 
and  before  Mr.  Lloyd  was  at  all  aware  of  the  means  of  accommodation  at  our 
disposal,  and  which  was  afforded  by  the  two  auxiliary  houses  situate  in  the 
town,  and  seeing  the  numbers  returned  on  the  minutes,  and  sworn  to  by  O’Brien 
as  sleeping  in  the  original  workhouse,  nearly  to  correspond  with  the  numbers  on 
the  provision  check ; he  did  inadvertently  say,  “ that  he  did  not  see  how  we 
“ could  get  over  that  part  of  the  charge,  for  that  the  numbers  appeared  on  the 
“ minutes  and  on  the  provision  check,  and  should  have  been  in  the  house.” 
But  this  observation  was  made  the  first  evening  of  the  inquiry,  when  the  case 
had  been  but  just  opened,  before  Mr.  Lloyd  had  been  made  acquainted  with 
the  facts,  before  any  rebutting  case  had  been  even  attempted.  But  it  will 
hardly  be  asserted,  that  Mr.  Lloyd  repeated  such  an  opinion,  that  the  impression 
was  not  clearly  and  satisfactorily  removed  from  off  his  mind  as  well  as  off 
the  mind  of  every  unprejudiced  person  in  the  room,  long  before  the  inquiry 
terminated. 

The  numbers  appearing  on  the  minutes  and  signed  by  us  each  week,  or  the 
numbers  written  up  in  the  provision  check  account,  is  no  proof  or  evidence  in 
support  of  the  charge  which  Sir  Thomas  Burke  labours  to  establish.  The 
provision  check  contains  .only  the  gross  number  for  which  rations  are  daily 
issued,  or  the  collective  number  for  the  week.  And  Sir  Thomas  Burke  does 
not  seem  correctly  to  comprehend  the  true  state  of  the  case  as  regards  this 
point.  It  is  evident  he  has  been  imposed  upon  by  untrustworthy  persons,  and 
led  to  suppose  that  all  those  appearing  on  this  provision  check  must  have 
been  accommodated  in  the  workhouse;  and  forgets  that  the  two  auxiliary  houses 
taken  by  the  late  board  were  represented  by  them  as  capable  of  accommodating 
1,200  persons,  which,  with  the  900  that  is  allowed  by  the  Commissioners’  order 
to  be  taken  into  the  workhouse,  gives  accommodation  for  2,100,  whilst  the 


Loughrea  Union. 


* See  the  Sixth  Se- 
ries of  Correspon- 
dence which  had 
been  presented  to 
Parliament  at  the 
date  of  the  receipt 
of  Sir  Thomas 
Burke’s  letter. 
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Loughrea  Union,  numbers  appearing  on  the  minutes  and  provision  check,  never,  at  that  period, 
much  exceeded  1,000,  and  embraced  the  entire  number  in  the  whole  establish- 
ment for  which  rations  were  issued,  without  particularizing  the  house  or  houses 
in  which  the  paupers  were  located  at  night ; and  at  that  period  there  was 
no  book  or  record  kept  by  which  it  could  be  ascertained  what  complement  of 
persons  occupied  the  brewery  and  Bride-street  houses,  the  aggregate  only 
being  kept;  and  in  the  evidence  taken  before  Mr.  Lloyd,  not  even  the  witness, 
O’Brien,  ventured  to  swear  to  the  numbers  which  went  each  night  to  these 
places. 

We  also  take  the  liberty  of  calling  the  Commissioners’  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  fact,  that  a very  considerable  number  of  paupers,  amounting  to 
upwards  of  158,  appeared  upon  the  workhouse  books — more  than  the  numbers 
actually  in  the  house,  and  for  which  rations  were  charged  on  the  provision 
checks ; and  that  where  O’Brien  cautiously  confined  himself  to  swear  that 
these  numbers  appeared  on  the  books,  and  that  “ if  the  books  were  correct” 
the  numbers  he  stated  were  in  the  house,  and  as  it  is  an  incontrovertible  fact 
that  the  books  were  not  correct,  Sir  Thomas  Burke  should  fairly  make  a reduction 
of  the  1 58  paupers  which  we  have  ascertained  were  on  the  books,  though  not  in 
the  house,  from  any  gross  number  which  he  had  been  led  to  suppose  had  slept 
there  on  any  one  occasion. 

Referring  to  the  charge  of  paupers  being  sent  to  sleep  on  straw,  we  submit 
that,  in  his  better  judgment,  Sir  Thomas  Burke  would  not  expect  us  to  be  ac- 
countable for  such  a flagrant  breach  of  order  and  discipline  on  the  part  of  the 
workhouse  officers,  as  was  proved  to  have  taken  place  in  this  respect.  It  was 
satisfactorily  shown  that  we  had  procured  a sufficient  supply  of  beds  and  bedding ; 
and  if  the  officers  (who  had  been  appointed  by  the  late  board,  and  who  in  this 
respect  seem  to  have  supposed  they  were  acting  in  their  interest,)  had  treache- 
rously taken  the  straw  out  of  the  sacking  and  strewn  it  about  the  room — as  the 
evidence  of  Mrs.  Murphy,  the  matron,  proved  had  been  done — the  blame  and 
ignominy  of  such  an  act  should  not  be  visited  on  us,  but  should  recoil  on  those 
who  could  lend  themselves  to  countenance,  or  avail  themselves  of  the  subsequent 
advantage  of  so  unwarrantable  and  disingenuous  a proceeding. 

As  to  the  provision  check  and  other  important  accounts  not  being  made  up 
for  several  weeks  previous  to  the  inquiry,  the  answer  is  plain,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  irregularities  and  obstinate  opposition  given  to  us  and  to  our 
officers  by  the  medical  officer  of  the  workhouse,  in  refusing  to  furnish  proper 
accounts,  or  to  keep  the  books  of  his  department  in  such  a manner  as  that  any 
information  could  be  gleaned  from  them,  the  provision  check  could  not  have 
been  written  up  at  that  time,  unless  it  had  been  done  on  false  returns.  The 
appointment  of  this  officer,  and  the  responsibility  of  his  acts,  does  not  rest  on  us  ; 
and  his  want  of  system  and  peculiar  disposition  was  admitted  on  more  than  one 
occasion  during  the  inquiry  by  Sir  Thomas  Burke  himself.  The  other  books 
which  were  in  arrear  were  so  left  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  the  master,  appointed  by  the 
late  board,  not  by  any  officer  of  our  appointment.  The  relief  lists  of  several  of 
the  electoral  divisions  were  six,  eight,  and  ten  weeks  in  arrear;  most  of  what  had 
been  written  in  was  incorrect,  and  all  the  lists  were  incomplete ; so  that  we  have 
had  to  employ  other  officers  to  bring  up  what  should  have  been  left  clear  by  the 
officers  of  the  late  board.  We  have  been  unremitting  in  our  exertions  to  rectify 
the  mistakes  and  irregularities  of  the  ignorant  and  inefficient  staff  appointed  and 
confided  in  by  our  predecessors.  And  we  have  further  to  state  that  our  provision 
check  is  regularly  kept,  and  written  up  to  Saturday  the  24th  instant. 

• ii'1'  f10mas  Burke  must  simely  mistake  the  evidence  as  to  paupers  being  drunk 
in  tiie  house  and  absent  at  night — no  evidence  of  the  latter  being  adduced ; and 
the  only  cases  m which  it  came  under  our  observation  that  paupers  were  drunk 
about  the  concerns  (not  in  the  house)  ice  had  promptly  punished  by  the  civil 
power ; and  no  recurrence  of  such  conduct  has  tak^-i  place  to  our  knowledge 
since.  But  even  suppose  Sir  Thomas  Burke’s  information  to  be  correct,  and  that 
an  isolated  case  of  irregularity  and  breach  of  workhouse  discipline  did  occur,  or 
even  1 numerous  such  cases  were  notoriously  on  record,  it  would  not  be  a matter 
o suipnse ; as  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  us  to  have  subdued  at  once,  the 
urbulence  and  total  disorganization  which  a long  continuance  of  mismanagement 
and  want  of  system  had  rendered  almost  inherent  to  the  nature  of  the  wretched 
inmates;  or  that  vve  could,  by  any  human  exertions,  have  reduced  to  order  or 
subordination,  during  the  short  period  that  we  were  in  charge  previous  to  the 
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inquiry,  the  indescribable  chaos  of  filth  and  confusion  into  which  the  establishment 
had  lapsed  under  the  management  of  our  predecessors ; but  which  state,  we  are 
proud  to  assert,  no  longer  exists. 

We  approach  the  subject  of  our  administration  of  out-door  relief  with  even 
more  confidence  than  any  of  the  preceding  matter  to  which  we  have  referred 
because  we  feel  persuaded  that  if  the  really  destitute  poor  are  to  be  permitted  to 
derive  any  support  at  all  from  the  rates,  there  is  not  a Union  in  Ireland  so  free 
from  abuse  as  the  Union  of  Loughrea ; and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  a 
gentleman  of  Sir  Thomas  Burke’s  high  character  and  elevated  position  in  the 
country  should  have  been  so  much  imposed  upon,  as  to  have  been  led  to  advance 
charges  which  are  not  tenable — the  conclusions  which  he  has  arrived  at,  and  on 
which  he  grounds  his  attack,  being  manifestly  unfounded.  Bor  instance,  when 
we  come  to  contrast  the  numbers  receiving  relief  under  our  administration  of  the 
law  in  this  Union,  with  the  numbers  relieved  last  year  under  the  Temporary 
Relief  Act  by  the  local  board  and  local  committees  sitting  in  each  electoral 
division,  and  find  that  the  maximum  number  as  yet  relieved  by  us,  on  last  Satur- 
day, amounted  to  7,541  souls ; whilst  the  numbers  relieved  by  the  local  com- 
mittees under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act  last  year,  at  one  period,  exceeded  30,000 
per  diem,  we  can  arrive  at  no  other  conclusion  than,  that  either  we  are 
miserably  deficient  in  the  amount  of  relief  which  we  ought  to  dispense  effectually 
to  meet  the  destitution,  or  otherwise,  that  the  local  committees  of  last  year  are 
clearly  liable  to  the  charge  which  Sir  Thomas  Burke  has  made  against  us,  and 
“ that  they  must  have  been  wholly  ignorant  of  the  parties  to  whom  they  gave 
“ relief,  and . that  the  most  flagrant  abuses  were  the  consequence they  must 
have  been  either  incompetent  to  discharge  such  an  arduous  and  important  trust, 
or  otherwise  they  must  have  acted  a highly  culpable  and  dishonest  part,  by  reck- 
lessly squandering  the  relief  funds,  provided  not  out  of  their  own  pockets,  or  from 
their  own  resources,  but  obtained  from  the  generous  contributions  of  the  British 
people,  and  the  liberality  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

One  thing  is  certain,  that  distress  to  an  alarming  extent  prevails  amongst  the 
labouring  classes,  and  lias  prevailed  for  some  time ; and  although  last  year  relief 
to  an  enormous  extent  was  dispensed  out  of  the  treasury  funds,  yet  this  year, 
where  the  relief  had  to  be  procured  from  another  source,  namely  the  rates  of  the 
Union,  so  much  liberality  was  not  displayed.  Up  to  the  week  previous  to  our 
taking  charge  no  out-door  relief  had  been  administered  in  the  Union,  though 
several  deaths  from  starvation  had  occurred ; and  although  the  house  was  day 
after  day  besieged  by  hundreds  of  famine-stricken  creatures  craving  relief,  yet 
no  relief  was  afforded,  although  it  appeared  the  house  was  crowded  much  beyond 
its  number,  and  although  it  was  boasted  that  the  late  board  had  the  funds  of  the 
Union  in  such  a prosperous  condition. 

As  to  the  printed  lists  not  having  been  furnished  the  members  of  the  late  board, 
to  enable  them  to  go  on  with  their  objections,  we  should  suppose  that  where 
gentlemen  preferred  a specific  charge  as  to  the  existence  of  abuses  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  relief  that  they  must  have  been  provided  with  sufficient  testimony 
to  warrant  them  in  the  first  instance  in  preferring  the  charge,  and  subsequently 
to  sustain  that  charge.  But  the  admission  now  made  by  Sir  Thomas  Burke, 
clearly  shows  that  the  complaint  was  made  against  us  without  any  foundation,  and 
that  it  was  sought  to  derive  from  amongst  our  own  papers  some  ground  to  sustain 
the  complaint.  But  even  in  respect  to  the  non-production  of  the  printed  lists, 
the  allegations  of  Sir  Thomas  are  not  borne  out.  Early  in  the  month  of  March 
we  gave  positive  directions  to  have  those  lists  immediately  prepared ; provided 
funds  for  their  preparation  and  publication  ; frequently  endeavoured  to  expedite 
the  work  by  urging  the  clerk  to  increased  exertion,  and  are  in  no  respect  answer- 
able  for  the  delay ; yet  the  very  day  the  inquiry  commenced  the  lists  for  one  of 
the  electoral  divisions  came  out ; the  day  following  the  list  for  Ballinakill,  Sir 
Thomas  Burke’s  own  division,  appeared ; and  we  undertook  to  have  the  lists  for 
the  entire  Union  ready  before  the  other  charges  were  disposed  of,  or  before  the 
names  on  one  of  the  lists  already  issued  could  be  investigated  ; and  we  beg  very 
respectfully  to  state,  that  the  lists  were  all  published  before  Mr.  Lloyd  left  this 
town,  that  they  had  been  forwarded  by  post  to  the  members  of  the  late  board ; 
had  been  posted  extensively  through  the  Union;  and  that  we  were  no  party  to 
the  proposal,  often  repeated,  to  withdraw  further  inquiry ; that  we  offered  no 
opposition  to  the  most  searching  scrutiny;  we  applied  for  no  adjournment,  and 
were  prepared  to  go  into,  and  defend  every  case  in  which  we  had  ordered  relief 
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Loughrea  Union.  in  the  several  divisions ; and  we  regret  that  the  promoters  of  the  inquiry  did  not 
* give  us  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  by  having  withdrawn  from  further  prosecuting 
their  charges. 

The  conclusion  arrived  at  by  Sir  Thomas  Burke,  that  during  the  inquiry  large 
numbers  were  taken  off  the  lists  in  every  electoral  division,  is  also  erroneous; 
for  no  such  wholesale  revision  took  place,  nor  were  any  persons  taken  off  these 
lists  by  us,  during  that  period,  or  for  a very  considerable  time  after,  and  then 
only  a few,  some  of  whom  had  been  only  ordered  relief  for  a limited  period  in 
consequence  of  sickness.  It  is  true  that  one  of  the  relieving  officers  (who  had 
been  appointed  by  the  late  board)  did,  at  the  instigation  of  the  driver  or  under- 
agent of  an  extensive  landed  proprietor,  and  without  any  reference  to  us,  remove 
some  widows  and  destitute  persons  from  off  the  list  for  the  division  of  Portumna. 
But  he  immediately  saw  he  had  done  wrong,  and  represented  the  cases  to  us, 
adding  that  he  feared  some  of  them  would  perish,  and  we  consequently  replaced 
those  cases  on  the  lists  again ; and  the  only  other  division  in  which  we  are 
aware  of  any  names  having  been  struck  off  by  the  relieving  officer,  is  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Hardy,  a most  efficient  officer  of  our  own  appointment,  who  had 
but  just  at  that  period  commenced  his  duty,  and  had  corrected  the  list  of  his 
predecessor,  (who  had  been  appointed  by  the  late  board,  and  had  been  called 
upon  by  us  to  resign  in  consequence  of  his  inefficiency,)  by  removing  some 
double  entries,  and  a few  cases  of  mendicants  from  other  Unions,  that  had  got 
on  the  lists  of  his  division. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  may  rest  satisfied,  that' whilst,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers  and  landed  proprietors  shall  ever  be  con- 
sidered by  us  with  anxious  care,  and  managed  with  a due  regard  to  economy, 
we  shall  not,  on  the  other  hand,  be  deterred  from  a faithful  discharge  of  our 
duty,  as  well  to  the  Commissioners  as  answerable  for  the  due  administration  of 
the  poor  law,  as  to  the  claims  of  the  destitute  poor,  by  the  ungenerous  attacks 
which  have  been  so  unremittingly  made  upon  us  by  those  who  were  certainly 
not  fortunate  enough  to  manage  their  own  affairs  advantageously. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — June  29, 1848. 

Having  now  been  for  upwards  of  five  months  in  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  Vice-Guardians.  of  this  Union,  we  take  the  liberty,  with  great  respect,  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  our  proceedings  for  the  information  of  the 
Commissioners;  and  we  trust  we  may  flatter  ourselves  that  as  far  as  wc  have ' 
already  gone,  we  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  merit  the  approbation  of  the 
Commissioners. 

The  hitherto-neglected  state  of  the  workhouse  grounds  cannot  fail  to  have 
attracted  the  notice  of  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors,  and  to  have  been  brought  through 
them  under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners.  We  have,  since  we  came  here, 
directed  much  of  our  attention  to  these  improvements : the  plot  in  front  of  the 
workhouse  we  have  had  neatly  laid  out,  and  planted  with  shrubs  procured  at  a very 
trifling  expense ; and  it  now  presents  a pleasing  and  improved  aspect  to  what  we 
found  it  in ; whilst  the  land  at  either  side  of  the  house  we  have  had  systematically 
trenched  by  spade  labour,  well  manured,  and  laid  down  under  potatoes,  which 
are  as  luxuriant  and  flourishing  as  any  we  have  ever  seen. 

We  mentioned  in  a former  report,  that,  under  the  management  of  our  prede- 
cessors, two  large  manure  heaps  had  been  suffered  to  accumulate  at  the  very 
entrance  gates  of  either  yards,  and  that  the  unfinished  cesspools  at  each  side  the 
building  had  been  permitted  to  become  choked — the  manure  obstructing  the 
regular  discharge  from  the  sewers,  and  disseminating  a deadly  effluvia  throughout 
the  entire  concerns;  whilst  the  noxious  vapours  arising  from  the  manure  heaps, 
rendered  it  highly  dangerous  to  approach  the  building,  or  indeed  in  many  cases 
to  pass  the  high  road  leading  to  the  town.  To  remedy  these  evils  we  have  had 
the  cesspools  cleansed  and  sunk  to  a proper  depth,  and  will  then  have  them 
vaulted  m.  We  have  constructed  two  proper  dung  pots  at  the  entrance  rere  of 
the  building,  formed  of  lime  and  stone,  by  which  the  manure  will  be  kept  com- 
pact ; and  with  a judicious  application  of  clay  over  each  layer  qf  manure  the 
noxious  gases  will  be  subdued,  and  consequently  the  atmosphere  will  not  be 
impregnated  with  unhealthy  exhalations. 

The  ventilation  of  the  house  has  frequently  called  for  remarks  from  the 
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Inspectors ; and  we  found  it  in  a very  defective  state,  and  immediately  applied  Loughrea  Union, 

ourselves  to  endeavour  to  improve  it,  and  we  trust  we  have  succeeded.  We  have  

had  apertures  opened  in  range  throughout  the  entire  building,  by  which  a 
current  of  fresh  air  is  conveyed  into  every  apartment.  We  have  had  the  doors 
of  the  several  dormitories  perforated,  the  centre  sashes  made  to  slide,  six  2inc 
panes  put  in  every  window,  and  ventilators  placed  in  the  rere  of  the  roof  of  the 
garrets ; by  which  means  we  have,  at  a trifling  expense,  accomplished  the  perfect 
ventilation  of  the  workhouse,  which,  with  having  been  thoroughly  whitewashed, 
and  the  cleansing  of  the  floors  properly  attended  to,  now  exhibits  something  of 
the  appearance  which  a public  establishment  ought  to  have. 

The  industrial  training  of  the  female  paupers  has  not  failed  to  engage  our 
most  serious  attention.  W e found  on  taking  charge  of  the  house  crowds  of  idle 
women — in  fact,  all  idle,  for  there  was  no  work  done  by  paupers : we  have  now 
upwards  of  one  hundred  every  day  employed  at  sewing,  and  nearly  the  same 
number  busy  in  spinning  and  carding  wool ; nearly  fifty  knitting.  We  have  a 
large  quantity  of  yarn  ready,  and  will  commence  with  two  looms  to  weave  our 
own  clothing  next  week. 

The  female  school,  at  first  and  so  long  neglected,  now  presents  a cheerful 
and  _ busy  scene,  well  furnished,  and  properly  supplied  with  school  requisites. 

During  the  hours  of  elementary  instruction  the  various  classes,  numbering  above 
130,  are  to  be  found  in  circles,  busily  engaged ; whilst  after  the  hours  set  apart 
for  such  instruction,  several  classes  are  employed  at  working  on  samplers  and 
making  bonnets  for  the  use  of  the  school,  and  have  made  a considerable  pro- 
ficiency under  the  care  of  the  schoolmistress,  whom  we  consider  a very  efficient 
and  useful  officer. 

On  the  important  question  of  out-door  relief,  we  trust  our  general  principles 
and  course  of  action  have  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners ; and  that, 
notwithstanding  the  charges  and  unsustained  assertions  of  interested  parties  to 
the  contrary,  they  will  not  consider  that  we  have  been  acting  with  a wanton 
indifference  to  the  rights  of  property,  and  have  been  distributing  relief  to  an 
enormous  extent  to  persons  not  really  destitute  or  entitled  to  partake  of  the 
provisions  which  the  law  allows. 

The  population  of  our  Union  is  estimated  at  71,774 ; its  area,  152,308  statute 
acres.  The  locality,  such  as  we  need  not  particularly  refer  to,  being  well  known 
for  its  poverty,  and  (a  great  portion  for  its  sterility)  with  little  private  employ- 
ment, and  an  inconsiderable  amount  of  public  work  in  drainage — with  a supera- 
bundant pauper  population  without  food  or  any  resources ; the  necessity  for 
relief  on  an  extensive  scale  can  hardly  be  denied.  We  have  however  proceeded 
cautiously,  though  perfectly  regardless  of  clamour  on  the  one  hand  or  the 
other ; and  have  visited  the  rural  districts  ; have  made  occasional  observations 
on  the  state  of  the  country  and  the  condition  of  the  people ; have  forced  our 
relieving  officers  to  a diligent  discharge  of  their  visiting  duty ; and  have  always 
kept  a sufficiency  of  accommodation  in  the  auxiliary  workhouse  to  apply  the 
test  to  the  able-bodied  ; and  have  relieved  such  cases  out  as  we  considered  came 
legitimately  under  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

On  Saturday,  the  24th  instant,  the  number  of  persons  on  our  relief  lists  for 
the  entire  Union  was  7,541 ; the  total  expenditure  in  money  and  kind  for  their 
support  amounted  to  £208  Is.  2 d.,  a sum  which  we  trust  will  not  be  considered 
extravagant,  being  at  the  rate  of  Q^d.  per  head  per  week,  and  shows  a considerable 
reduction  on  our  previous  report ; but  having  discontinued  the  issue  of  money 
except  in  extreme  cases,  and  having  made  a very  favourable  contract  for  meal, 
and  giving  relief  where  practicable  in  a cooked  state,  we  are  enabled  to  present 
this  moderate  scale.  We  have  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  people  appear 
quite  satisfied  with  their  allowance ; and  we  trust  we  shall  have  no  real  deaths 
from  starvation  proved  to  have  taken  place  under  our  management.  Though 
from  the  miserable  and  exhausted  condition  of  the  people,  the  prevalence  of 
disease,  and  the  continuance  of  misfortunes,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  lives 
of  some  human  beings  may  be  terminated  under  the  appearance  of  want  and 
destitution ; but  we  shall  not  withhold  the  means  of  provisionally  relieving 
distress  from  our  officers,  or  spare  ourselves  either  trouble  or  inconvenience  in 
ministering  to  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

We  have  at  the  same  time  to  observe,  that  a considerable  pressure  is  now 
-being  made  upon  us  for  relief,  more  than  at  any  period  since  we  were  invested  with 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union.  The  auxiliary  houses  taken  by  the 
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old  board,  and  represented  as  capable  of  containing  1,200  persons,  are  now  much 
more  crowded  than  with  propriety  they  should  be.  They  never  were  capable 
of  accommodating  with  safety  more  than  800  ; and  a lavish  waste  of  money,  in 
fitting  up  and  rent,  has  been  contracted  for  them  by  our  predecessors.  We  shall 
have  to  procure  additional  accommodation  immediately,  and  await  a report  from 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  on  a proposal  we  submitted  for  constructing  a shed  in  the  work- 
house  yard,  which,  will  meet  the  present  pressure  at  a trifling  cost. 

In  conclusion,  we  shall  briefly  allude  to  the  collection  of 'the  rates,  which  we 
are  happy  to  say  has  proceeded  under  our  direction  in  a peculiarly  satisfactory 
manner.  There  has  been  collected,  and  lodged  to  the  credit  of  the”  Union  since 
we  took  charge,  no  less  a sum  than  £8,447 ; and  although  some  trifling  oppo- 
sition was  on  some  few  occasions  manifested,  by  temperance  and  firmness  we 
subdued  that  feeling,  and  have  succeeded  so  far  as  Ave  have  gone  in  collecting 
this  large  amount  without  having  recourse  to  the  aid  of  military  or  police.  One 
district  in  the  Union,  which  was  always  considered  lawless  and  dangerous  to 
approach,  and  where  the  greater  portion  of  the  previous  rate  had  been  left 
uncollected  and  returned  in  arrear,  has  been,  by  kindness  but  unflinching  firmness, 
brought  to  a sense  of  duty ; we  effected  service  of  civil  bills  where  a bailiff  would 
not  previously  have  liked  to  venture,  and  many  of  the  parties  paid  both  their 
arrear  and  rate  Avithout  further  trouble ; and  of  the  total  arrear  remaining  on 
the  Union  on  the  24th  instant,  Ave  hope  to  be  able  to  collect  a considerable  sum 
during  the  next  month,  without  any  extraordinary  proceedings;  and  the  entire 
will  be  got  in  by  harvest. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — July  7,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknoAvledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  29th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  Loughrea  Union ; and  I am  to  express 
the  Commissioners’  satisfaction  at  the  statements  contained  in  your  report. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — August  7,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners 
the  folloAving  report  of  the  state  of  the  Union  under  our  charge  for  the  month  of 
July,  and  trust  that,  on  the  Avhole,  the  statements  we  are  enabled  to  lay  before 
the  Commissioners  may  be  deemed  satisfactory. 

The  collection  of  the  rate  during  the  past  month  has  proceeded  but  sloAvly, 
and  little  money  has  been  got  in ; nevertheless,  we  are  not  disposed  to  consider 
it  as  discouraging.  There  has  not  been  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  people 
to  resist  payment,  and  the  Avant  of  present  means  alone  has  been  the  cause  of 
our  not  having  the  entire  collection  of  the  present  rate  closed  by  the  end  of  the 
month. 

The  sums  collected  each  week  for  the  month  of  July  are 


Week  euding  8th  July, 
Week  ending  15th  July, 
Week  ending  22nd  July, 
Week  ending  29th  July, 


. £100  5 1 
91  19  2£ 
13  9 4~ 
35  11  5 


Making  a total  collected  within  the  month  of  £241  55.  0 \d.,  and  leaving  a 
balance  in  arrear  of  the  rate  struck  on  the  1st  January  of  £1757  Is.  11 M ; 
of  this  arrear  Ave  hope  to  have  collected  by  the  end  of  harvest  at  least  £1,700,  as 
from  every  information  we  have  been  able  to  collect,  we  do  not  calculate  that 
more  than  £57  will  be  irrecoverable. 

There  are  a feAv  immediate  lessors  now  resident,  from  whom  the  collectors 
have  not  been  able  to  obtain  either  the  rate  or  any  satisfactory  reply ; we  have 
selected  a list  of  these,  which  Ave  shall  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  the 
Commissioners  for  their  approval,  previous  to  instituting  proceedings  in  the 
superior  courts  for  the  recovery  of  their  several  liabilities. 

, very  imperfect  state  of  the  old  valuation  books  has  rendered  it  difficult, 
in  many  instances,  to  ascertain  accurately  the  parties  legally  responsible  under 
the  head  of  “ immediate  lessors but,  from  the  unremitting  assiduity  of  the 
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newly-appointed  revising  valuator,  and  the  ready  assistance  given  by  the  several  Louglirea  Union, 
collectors,  we  are  confident  all  existing  errors  will  be  expunged,  and  that  there  — * 

will  be  no  room  left  for  cavil  at  a future  period. 

We  think  that  perhaps  a larger  amount  of  money  might  have  been  got  in 
during  the  month,  if  we  had  suffered  the  furniture  and  bedding  of  the  poorer 
classes  to  be  seized  to  satisfy  the  rate ; but  in  all  cases  in  which  we  ascertained 
that  there  was  a prospect  of  having  the  rate  met  by  other  means,  we  have  pre- 
ferred to  give  a little  time,  than  to  deprive  the  people  of  such  articles  of  household 
necessaries ; and  only  in  a few  extreme  cases  have  we  resorted  to  the  seizure  of 
furniture  and  beds,  and  for  which  there  was  a difficulty  in  procuring  purchasers. 

The  amount'of  liabilities  discharged  within  the  month  amounted to£l, 294  7s. 2 d:: 
this  includes  the  payment  in  full  of  an  old  building  contract  entered  into  by  the 
late  board  with  Mr.  Samuel  O’Brien,  and  on  foot  of  which  a balance  of  £129  7s.  4 d. 
remained  due.  The  balance  remaining  in  hands  of  the  treasurer  at  the  close  of 
the  month  has  been  reduced  to  £243  18s.  Id.  But  we  hope  to  be  able,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Commissioners,  to  make  such  satisfactory  arrangements  with  the 
treasurer  for  an  advance  of  £500  on  the  credit  of  the  existing  rate,  as  will  enable 
us  to  meet  the  most  pressing  demands ; and  as  the  contractors  will  hold  over 
their  accounts  for  the  present,  we  shall  get  through  to  the  end  of  harvest  without 
any  serious  pecuniary  pressure,  when  we  anticipate  no  difficulty  in  collecting  the 
arrear,  and  in  having  it  in  our  power  to  make  a favourable  report  of  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  Union. 

The  expenses  of  the  out-door  relief  during  the  month  have  been  gradually  on 
the  increase ; the  necessity  for  this  will  be  admitted  from  the  fact,  of  the  month 
of  July  being  (even  in  the  most  plentiful  years)  the  period  in  which  the  greatest 
amount  of  destitution  prevails  in  this  Uniou — employment  is  at  this  season  always 
difficult  to  be  procured,  and  food  most  scarce.  But  when  we  consider  the  super- 
abundant population,  with  its  frightful  amount  of  pauperism,  we  trust  the  Com- 
missioners will  not  have  occasion  to  condemn  our  acts,  or  to  declare  us  lavish  of 
the  Union  funds ; and  we  feel  persuaded  that  the  leading  members  of  the  late 
board,  and  ratepayers  generally,  must  admit  that  we  have  acted  with  as  much 
economy,  and  consulted  their  best  interests,  as  much  as  a due  regard  for  the  lives 
of  the  starving  peasantry  would  permit. 

The  numbers  relieved  out  diuing  each  week  of  the  month  of  July  are  as 
follow : — 

Week  ending  8th  July,  8,279  at  a cost  of  £218  16  5 

Week  ending  15th  July,  8,557  at  a cost  of  228  4 4 

Week  ending  22nd  July,  8,608  at  a cost  of  232  4 10 

Week  ending  29th  July,  8,685  at  a cost  of  231  14  7 

Making  an  aggregate  number  relieved  during  the  month  of  34,129,  at  a cost 
for  food  of  £911  Os.  '2d. 

The  number  relieved  in-doors  during  the  month  have  been  exceedingly  fluc- 
tuating, and  appear  to  be  for — 

Week  ending  8th  July,  1,948 
Week  ending  15th  July,  1,854 
Week  ending  22nd  July,  1,760 
Week  ending  29th  July,  1,603 

Giving  a collective  number  relieved  within  the  workhouses  of  7,165  during  the 
month,  at  a cost  for  provisions  of  £522  17s.;  and  the  average  cost  of  a pauper 
(including  wine  and  spirits  and  all  necessaries  required  for  the  fever  hospital  aud 
workhouse  infirmary)  is  Is.  5 d. 

It  may  be  urged,  that  we  did  not  make  a corresponding  reduction  in  the  out- 
door lists  as  the  workhouse  accommodation  became  available,  and  viewing  it  in  the 
abstract,  we  may  be  considered  liable  to  the  charge.  But,  as  we  before  observed, 
the  discharges  from  the  workhouse  have  been  so  fluctuating,  and  it  repeatedly 
occurring  that  those  who,  contrary  to  our  remonstrances,  have  demanded  and 
obtained  their  discharge  in  the  morning,  have  been  forced  back  at  night  to 
crave  re-admission ; and  knowing  the  impossibility  of  their  obtaining  employ- 
ment, the  uncertainty  of  their  movements,  and  the  absolute  .necessity  of 
reserving  a sufficiency  of  room  for  their  reception  should  a sudden  pressure  be 
macle — a circumstance  neither  unusual  nor  unlikely— we  hope  it  will  not  be 
imputed  to  inattention  to  the  importance  of  the  matter;  but  that  we  did  hot 
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Loughrea  Union,  consider  it  would  have  been  advisable,  on  the  first  indication  of  a desire  to  quit 

the  house,  to  have  filled  up  the  places  of  those  leaving  with  others  from  the 

out-door  lists,  without  knowing  how  soon  they  might  have  to  be  discharged 
again,  to  make  room  for  those  destitute  classes  who  could  not  legally  be 
relieved  out  of  the  workhouse.  However,  as  these  discharges  have  continued 
and  as  there  is  now  workhouse  accommodation  for  nearly  300  persons,  we 
have  given  orders  to  reduce  the  out-door  lists  to  the  amount  of  10  per  cent, 
during  the  week,  and  we  purpose  to  follow  up  that  reduction  in  each  succeeding 
week  during  the  month  of  August.  ° 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  -workhouse  and  its  inmates  furnishes  a pleasing 
matter  for  observation ; and  our  exertions  to  place  the  hospital  department  in  a 
satisfactory  state,  to  provide  the  necessaries  for  the  poor  patients  treated  there 
and  to  endeavour  to  stem  the  torrent  of  disease  and  mortality  which  was  for 
such  a lengthened  period  making  such  fearful  havoc  amongst  the  paupers,  have 
been  successful.  Our  newly-appointed  medical  officer  has  not  failed  to  answer 
our  fullest  expectations : cleanliness,  system,  and  perfect  regularity  now  preside 
throughout  every  department  of  the  hospital ; and  the  mortality  is  each  week 
becoming  less. 

The  diseases  latterly  most  prevalent  amongst  the  poor  here  are  dysentery  and 
measles— dysentery  of  a very  bad  character,  and  measles  extremely  severe. 
Most  of  the  deaths  last  week,  eighteen  in  number,  were  caused  by  these  two  pre- 
vailing maladies  ; but  the  epidemic  is  becoming  milder,  and  we  trust  not  likely 
to  spread.  J 

The  convalescents  when  discharged  from  off  the  medical  officer’s  books 
regain  their  strength  steadily,  not  being  discharged  until  their  health  is  quite 
restored ; they  do  not,  as  was  formerly  almost  invariably  the  case,  return  in  a 
few  days,  attacked  with  their  former  ailments  in  a more  deadly  and  concentrated 
form. 

The  temporary  fever  hospital  is  conducted  to  our  entire  satisfaction;  the  expen- 
diture moderate,  and  the  number  of  cases  under  treatment  reduced  to  fifty-three. 
The  number  of  deaths  since  the  first  opening  of  the  establishment,  exceedingly 
moderate,  and  the  epidemic  in  the  town  and  northern  districts  of  the  Union 
not  on  the  increase ; but  in  Ballinakill  and  Derry brien  districts  much  disease 
is  felt.  The  distance  is  too  far  for  removal  of  patients  to  the  temporary  hos- 
pital ; and  we  have  accordingly  deemed  it  advisable  to  appoint  a medical 
attendant  for  this  district,  under  the  fifth  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act, 
subject  to  the  Commissioners’  approval. 

The  extreme  filth  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poor  in  the  lanes  and  passages  of 
this  town  and  of  the  many  villages  throughout  the  Union  is  most  disgraceful,  and 
calls  loudly  for  improvement.  The  establishment  of  a board  of  health,  or  of  any 
committee  who  would  see  the  cabins  cleansed  and  ventilated,  the  stagnant  pools 
of  water  and  putrid  heaps  of  matter  removed  from  the  entrance  doors  and  con- 
nned  yards,  and  to  point  out  the  ordinary  precautions  for  preserving  health, 
would  be  a matter  of  much  importance ; and  we  would  gladly  render  any  assist- 
ance in  our  power  to  aid  in  so  desirable  and  necessary  a work.  We  have  lately 
erected  a limekiln  on  the  workhouse  ground,  where  we  burn  all  the  lime 
required  for  the  establishment ; and  we  would  willingly  supply  lime  for  white- 
washing the  cabins  of  the  poor  free  of  cost,  if  any  encouragement  was  given  to 
the  work  by  the  more  respectable  residents  of  the  town. 

The  industrial  occupation  of  the  female  paupers  and  boys  at  trades  has  been 
progressing  satisfactorily.  The  apprentices  to  both  tailors  and  shoemakers  have 
improved  beyond  our  expectations— each  week  sending  in  a fair  return  of  work 
n om  then*  respective  shops,  finished  in  a very  creditable  manner.  The  female 
paupers  have  produced  a considerable  quantity  of  fine  woollen  and  linen  yarn, 
which  is  daily  being  woven  in  the  house;  and  we  expect  by  the  approach  of 
winter  to  have  such  a stock  of  linen,  flannel,  and  linsey-woolsey,  shoes,  stockings, 
r ™ \ aS  n0t  a^one  to  be  amply  sufficient  to  supply  the  probable  wants 

ot  the  Union,  but  to  enable  us  to  contract  with  some  neighbouring  Unions,  who 
may  not  have  been  equally  provident,  for  a supply  of  several  articles  of  clothing 
at  cost  price,  should  the  Commissioners  sanction  our  doing  so. 

, , e observe  that  the  prospects  of  the  coming  harvest  have  within 

e ast  tew  days  become  rather  lowering,  and  much  apprehension  appears  to  be 
entertained  respecting  the  potato  crop.  We  are  daily  in  the  habit  of  visiting 
some  distant  part  of  our  Union,  and  of  making  our  own  observations  as  we  go 
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along ; and  up  to  this  week  we  flattered  ourselves,  that  we  should  have  had  it  in 
our  power  to  make  a favourable  report  of  the  harvest  prospects  generally.  But 
we  are  bound  to  state  that  our  opinions  are  somewhat  changed,  and  that  appear- 
ances are  not  so  cheering  as  we  had  anticipated.  The  corn  crops  were  all  most 
luxuriant,  and  as  fine  as  we  have  witnessed  them  on  any  year  in  our  respective 
counties ; but  the  continued  rains  and  high  wind,  it  is  feared,  have  materially 
injured  the  wheat.  The  bere  is  a fine  crop,  very  generally  sown  in  small  patches, 
and  is  fast  coming  to  maturity ; and  the  oats  is  extensively  sown,  and  promises 
to  be  an  abundant  crop ; and  we  doubt  not  that,  if  a bounteous  Providence  is 
pleased  to  send  a few  weeks  of  sunshine,  many  of  the  gloomy  anticipations  now 
indulged  in  will  be  dispelled,  and  the  labours  of  the  husbandman  crowned  with 
an  abundant  harvest ; and  as  by  that  time  we  shall  have  forced  all  the  able  and 
destitute  poor  relieved  within  the  Union  on  their  own  resources,  we  trust  the 
farmers  will  have  no  difficulty  in  procuring  a sufficiency  of  hands  to  save  their 
crops  at  reasonable  terms. 

The  appearance  of  the  potato  blight  in  this  Union  is  beyond  a doubt;  and  we 
have  seen  fields  in  which  not  ouly  the  leaves  and  stems,  but  the  tubers  also,  were 
severely  damaged.  The  disease  however  is  not  as  yet  general,  as  many  districts 
have  as  yet  escaped.  A very  large  quantity  of  land  has  been  planted  with  this 
esculent ; and  we  cannot  conceal  the  fact,  that  should  the  blight  become  general 
the  most  serious  consequences  will  be  the  result ; as  the  turnip  crop  has  been 
almost  neglected,  and,  as  well  from  bad  culture  as  from  the  ravages  of  the  fly, 
is  in  most  places  a failure.  The  experience  of  the  last  few  years  and  the 
undeniable  value  of  the  plant,  does  not  seem  to  have  aroused  the  farmers  and 
cottiers  in  this  part  of  the  country,  to  the  necessity  of  devoting  more  of  their 
attention  to  the  cultivation  of  so  valuable  a vegetable. 

We  fear  we  have  trespassed  too  long  upon  the  Commissioners’  attention  by 
the  length  of  this  report,  for  which  we  beg  to  be  excused. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  in  reply: — August  9, 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the 
receipt  of  your  report  of  the  7th  instant,  relating  to  the  management  of  the  affairs 
of  Loughrea  Union ; and  I am  to  express  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners 
at  the  course  adopted  by  you  in  the  administration  of  out-door  relief  in  the 
Union. 

The  Commissioners  are  convinced  that  you  use  all  due  exertions  to  prevent 
parties  who  are  not  destitute  from  receiving  relief  from  the  poor  rates ; and  con- 
sidering all  the  circumstances  of  the  Union,  as  proved  by  unexceptionable  witnesses 
at  the  investigation  conducted  by  Mr.  Lloyd  in  April  last,  the  Commissioners 
think  that  the  number  of  8,685  persons  on  the  relief  lists  cannot  be  deemed 
excessive.  The  Commissioners  observe  that  last  year  there  were  at  one  time  as 
many  as  33,758  persons  receiving  relief  in  Loughrea  Union,  and  that  6,966 
persons  were  on  the  relief  lists  when  the  supply  of  rations  ceased. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  be  able  to  make  an  arrangement  with 
your  treasurer  for  an  advance  of  £500,  to  be  repaid  from  the  new  rate,  and  in 
that  case  they  will  make  application  for  permission  to  guarantee  payment  of  the 
interest  on  that  sum  for  a limited  period. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians: — August  18,  1848. 

Referring  to  your  report  of  the  7th  inst.,  relating  to  Loughrea  Union,  I 
am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  that  the  proposed  appointment  of  a 
medical  officer  for  the  Ballinakill  and  Derrybrien  districts,  under  the  fifth  section 
of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act,  is  still  under  consideration. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  forms  of 
orders,  by  which  it  will  be  observed  that  medical  relief,  under  the  Act  10  Viet., 
cap.  31,  sec.  5,  can  only  be  afforded  to  destitute  persons  to  whom  out-door  relief 
can  be  given.  The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  being  informed  whether  there 
is  a dispensary  in  the  electoral  division  of  Ballinakill. 


Loughrea  Union* 
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Louglirca  Union.  With  regard  to  the  state  of  filth  of  the  town  and  villages  throughout  the  Union 
the  Relief  Committees  appointed  in  1847,  under  the  Act  10  Viet.,  cap.  7,  were 
empowered  and  enjoined  to  have  the  towns  and  the  abodes  of  the  poorer  classes 
cleansed,  as  now  recommended ; but  at  present  there  is  not  authority  to  consti- 
tute local  boards  for  the  purpose,  except  when  it  may  be  necessary  to  revive  the 
operation  of  the  Sanitary  Act  of  1819. 

Where  out-door  relief  is  given,  there  would  be  no  objection  to  your  directing 
the  employment  of  some  of  the  recipients  in  cleansing  or  repairing  the  streets 
and  passages  of  towns  in  the  divisions  to  which  the  relief  of  such  persons  may  be 
charged. 

• The  able-bodied  widows,  especially,  receiving  out-door  relief,  might  be  employed 
for  some  of  the  purposes  to  which  you  have  adverted. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


97 


BALLINASLOE  UNION. 


Ballinasloe  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Flanagan: — May  17, 1848, 

It  is  stated  that  on  Wednesday  the  10th  instant,  there  were  several 
hundred  persons  waiting  outside  the  workhouse  from  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
and  that  the  sufferings  of  the  poor  are  thus  increased,  with  fatal  effect  in  some 
cases,  by  their  having  to  attend  at  the  workhouse  without  having  their  cases  in- 
vestigated and  relief  ordered. 

It  is  also  stated  that  the  master  of  the  workhouse  has  admitted  that  it  has 
not  been  his  practice  to  superintend  the  weighing  of  supplies  sent  into  the 
workhouse. 

To  Mr.  Flanagan,  who  is  requested  to  consider  whether  an  arrangement  can 
be  made  by  the  Guardians  for  meeting  on  several  days  of  the  week,  to  receive 
applications  from  divisions  wholly  within  six  miles,  appointing  days  solely  for 
the  applicants  of  certain  divisions  to  be  named. 


Mr.  Flanagan  to  the  Commissioners: — May  22, 1848. 

The  Guardians  have  appointed  Committees  under  the  6th  section  of  the 
Act,  for  all  districts  within  the  Union  which  come  within  the  provision  of  that 
section. 

I was  present  on  Wednesday  the  10th,  and  I can  state  that  every  single 
case  was  duly  and  properly  investigated;  i.  e.,  every  case  which  had  been  noticed 
upon  the  relieving  officers’  books. 

So  far  as  I can  judge  I do  not  see  the  necessity  for  appointing  several  days 
of  meeting.  The  only  applicants  who  are  required  to  attend,  are  those  from 
the  divisions  which  are  within  six  miles  of  Ballinasloe. 

The  master  denies  altogether  the  statement  as  to  his  not  weighing  the 
supplies. 

Very  little  reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon  statements  male  to  clergymen; 
they  are  liable  to  be,  and  are,  imposed  upon  by  everybody. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Derry,  R.C.  Bishop  of  Clonferfc : — 
May  24,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  bog  to  state,  in  reference  to  the  number  of  persons 
observed  waiting  outside  the  workhouse  of  Ballinasloe  Union,  on  Wednesday 
the  10th  instant,  that  on  inquiry  of  Mr.  S.  Wolfe  Flanagan,  Poor  Law  Inspector, 
who  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  that  day,  it  appears 
that  all  the  persons  then  in  attendance,  and  on  the  relieving  officers’  books, 
were  brought  before  the  board;  and  that  for  the  electoral  divisions  which  are 
in  every  part  more  than  six  miles  from  the  workhouse,  there  are  Committees  to 
examine  the  cases,  so  that  the  applicants  there,  who  may  be  ordered  out-door 
relief,  have  not  to  attend  at  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  beg  further  to  state,  that  Mr.  Flanagan  reports,  in  re- 
ference to  the  information  communicated  to  your  lordship,  with  respect  to  the 
master  of  the  workhouse,  that  this  officer  does  not  appear  to  have  neglected 
superintending  the  weighing  of  supplies  sent  into  the  workhouse. 


The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Derry,  R.C.  Bishop  of  Clonfert,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 
May  28,  1848. 

The  abuses  in  the  administration  of  the  poor  law  in  the  Union  of 
Ballinasloe,  to  which  I lately  called  your  attention,  still  continue.  I mentioned 
to  you  on  the  18th  instant,  that  certainly  not  less  than  a thousand  applicants 
for  relief  were,  on  Wednesday  the  10th,  collected  about  the  workhouse;  that 
many  of  them  came  from  very  distant  divisions ; and  that  all  bore  the  aspect 
which  long-endured  hunger  does  not  fail  to  give.  Several  were  lying  on  the 
open  green,  shrieking  for  food.  It  is  to  be  apprehended,  too,  that  disease  is  thus 
effectively  communicated  through  the  mass  of  predisposed  starvelings  who  are 
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Ballinasloe  Union,  thus  each  week  collected.  It  is  manifest  that  the  Guardians  cannot  at  their 
session  subject  these  applicants  to  a bona  fide  examination ; and  thus  it  appears 
that  the  exaction  of  their  attendance  can  only  be  for  the  purpose  of  deterring 
the  unfortunate  paupers  from  pushing  their  claim  to  relief.  I am  informed,  since 
I returned  to  the  country,  that  during  the  last  week  the  poor  were  several 
nights  outside  the  workhouse,  and  that  in  several  instances  they  were  refused 
admission,  although  provided  with  tickets  from  relieving  officers.  The  answer 
to  their  demands  for  admission  frequently  was,  that  the  officer  whose  duty  it  was 
to  receive  them  was  otherwise  engaged.  The  famished  creatures  had  no  other 
alternative  but  to  beg  the  materials  of  fire,  and  sit  beside  it  during  the  ni<dit. 
One  instance  has  occurred  of  actual  death  from  starvation  in  this  electoral 
division  of  Ballymacward,  under  such  circumstances  as  I refer  to.  A parent  and 
his  child  went  to  Ballinasloe,  provided  with  a relieving  officer’s  ticket ; was 
unable  to  procure  admission ; after  some  days’  fruitless  waiting  returned  home 
and  had  to  witness  the  famine-death  of  his  exhausted  child.  I refer  to  this 
particular  case,  not  as  if  it  were  the  only  death  from  starvation  in  the  electoral 
division — no,  I could  count  of  my  own  knowledge  several — but  because  it  is 
connected  with  the  mismanagement  of  the  workhouse.  At  home,  those  who  are 
called  able-bodied  labourers,  but  who  are  in  reality  the  decrepit,  infirm  memo- 
rials of  inhumanity,  under  the  name  of  law,  are  told  to  go  to  a workhouse : if 
they  go  during  the  days  the  board  is  not  sitting,  they  are  left  to  die,  or  live  as 
best  they  may  outside  its  gates ; if  they  go  on  board-day,  they  have  such  a 
chance  of  examination  and  admission  as  the  presence  of  some  thousand  com- 
petitors will  allow  them  ; if  they  succeed  late  in  the  evening  in  procuring  admis- 
sion, it  is  notorious  that  they  are  huddled  together — no  provision  being  pre- 
viously made,  or  probably  the  state  of  the  house  permitting  no  provision  for 
them  reception — a mass  of  poverty,  filth,  and  disease  ; if  they  be  not  frightened 
out  of  the  house  by  this  first  experience  of  it,  they  are  perhaps  invested  in  the 
clothes  of  some  pauper  who  lately  died  of  dysentery  or  fever,  and  in  the  course 
of  a few  days  swell  the  number  of  the  hospital  inmates — a number  which,  as  I 
learn,  averages  nearly  one-fourth  of  all  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse. 

Nor  is  the  out-door  relief  administered  with  any  greater  regard  for  the  poor. 
The  Ballinasloe  Guardians  do  not  hesitate  to  contravene  the  instructions  of  the 
Commissioners — instructions  perfectly  consonant  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
law,  and  founded  on  the  best  motives.  In  pursuance  of  these  instructions  and 
of  the  law,  it  is  fit  that  widows,  with  two  or  more  legitimate  children  under 
fifteen  years  of  age,  should  get  out-door  relief.  Here,  in  the  Ballinasloe  Union, 
that  has  been  refused,  in  order  to  enable  landlords  to  get  possession  of  the 
houses  of  such  applicants.  I am  aware,  personally,  of  one  case,  that  of  a 
Widow  Scarry,  of  the  electoral  division  of  Kilconnell  (Monaveen),  who  at  my 
instance  went  to  the  bailiff  of  her  landlord — he  personally  taking  possession  of 
holdings  when  surrendered — offered  to  him  all  the  land  beyond  an  English  rood, 
or  rather  beyond  what  the  poor  law  fixes  as  a maximum,  and  then  sought  relief, 
™ *e*usec^  f father  directed  her  to  make  a solemn  declaration  to  that 
effect  before  a magistrate ; she  did  so,  and  the  Guardians  being  unable  to  dispute 
her  right  to  some  sort  of  relief,  would  give  her  only  the  option  of  going  into 
the  workhouse.  I know  that  woman’s  husband  died  some  months  ago  of  star- 
vation, and  that  the  alms  of  others  only  enabled  her  to  bury  his  remains,  or  to 
sustain  her  family  since.  She  is  a woman  of  correct  habits ; she  has  a growing- 
daughter,  and.  she  properly  preferred  risking-  life  outside,  rather  than  risk  life 
and  character  in  a workhouse,  where  the  prostitute  and  the  virtuous  matron,  the 
ill-conducted  and  the  innocent  girls  are  promiscuously  associated.  This,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  only  case  in  which  the  Ballinasloe  Guardians  have  withheld  out- 
door rebel  from  persons  to  whom  they  might  otherwise  give  it,  in  order  to  extort 
or  the  advantage  of  landlords  a surrender  of  the  houses  which  are  now  alone 
lelt  to  shelter  the  poor  that  lately  cultivated  the  land.  Again,  by  an  arrange- 
ment which  appears  to  have  been  adopted  lest  the  board  might  be  dissolved, 
e investigation  of  the  claims  of  paupers  to  relief  is  referred  to  committees  of 
guardians  c°unected  with  the  relief  district.  That  this  arrangement  does  not 
obviate  the  disadvantages  of  a vast  assemblage  of  paupers  in  Ballinasloe  on 
oard-days,  is  too  well  known.  Its  operation  here  during  the  last  week  was  to 
exclude  several  of  the  poorest  and  most  infirm  from  relief.  The  duty  of  this 
(supposed)  committee  was  done  by  one  gentleman.  He  was  absent  on  his  neces- 
sary business  on  the  day  the  relieving  officer  expected  him  to  initial  his  book ; 
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and  thus  they,  whose  month  of  appointed  relief  had  expired,  were  on  last  Ballinasloe  Union. 
Saturday  obliged  to  go  home  and  wait  a week  before  they  can  get  relief.  I may 
observe,  too,  that  this  disappointment  came  with  the  greater  severity,  as  the 
usual  day  of  distributing  rations  was  Thursday.  The  irregularity  of  the  meal 
contractor  is  assigned  as  the  apology  for  leaving  the  poor  to  starve  from  Thurs- 
day to  Saturday ; and  the  absence  of  a committee  must  be  accepted  by  those 
whose  month  of  relief  had  expired  as  a sufficient  excuse  for  leaving  them  to  live 
on  nettles  or  dock-leaves  until  after  next  board-day.  I have  also  to  state  that 
the  quality  of  the  meal  is  infamous.  The  relieving  officer  has,  he  tells  me, 
already  reported  that  it  is  unfit  for  human  food.  If  I can  procure  a sample  of 
it  1 shall  forward  it  by  post  to  your  office. 

I profit  of  this  occasion  to  remind  you,  sir,  that  you  held  out  to  me  a hope, 
that  Inspectors  of  Unions  would  be  appointed  for  the  Union  of  Ballinasloe  and 
for  that  of  Loughrea.  As  the  obtainment  of  aid  in  the  latter  Union  from  the 
British  Association  for  schools,  is,  I may  say,  promised  as  soon  as  an  Inspector 
is  appointed,  I beg  leave,  through  you,  respectfully,  to  urge  the  propriety  of  an 
immediate  appointment.  I have  very  little  confidence  in  any  such  measure  for 
the  cure  of  the  evils  of  which  the  poor  in  the  Ballinasloe  Union  have  to  com- 
plain ; however,  the  presence  of  an  Inspector  at  the  meetings  of  the  board  might 
have  a beneficial  effect ; and,  if  really  efficient,  he  might  prevent  the  negligence 
of  officers  and  the  iniquity  of  giving  unsound  meal  at  the  relief  depots. 

. I ™ust  remark  that  I do  not  write  this  letter  with  a view  of  calling  for  an 
investigation  ; before  an  investigation  could  be  made  and  a report  furnished — as 
witness  the  protracted  affairs  in  Loughrea — the  most  dangerous  part  of  our 
famine  season  would  t>e  entered  on.  If  the  Commissioners  think  my  statements 
unimportant  or . dubious,  I leave  the  responsibility  on  themselves  of  taking 
whatever  steps,  if  any,  they  deem  necessary. 

P.S. — This  letter  was  not  in  time  for  transmission  by  yesterday’s  post.  The 
delay  enables  me  to  add  that  the  evils  of  which  I complain  in  the  administration 
of  the  poor  law,  by  the  Ballinasloe  board,  are  felt,  not  only  in  the  neighbourhood 
in  which  I reside,  and  where  I have  personal  cognizance  of  their  existence  in 
two  electoral  divisions,  but  that  through  the  whole  of  Kilconnell  division,  and 
without,  in  which  the  town  of  Aughrim  is  situate,  the  same  capricious  and  un- 
just withholding  of  relief  has,  in  several  instances,  taken  place.  A clergyman  of 
my  diocese,  who  has  the  care  of  the  parishes  to  which  I refer,  assures  me  that . 
many  old  persons,  whose  infirmity  and  destitution  procured  for  them  a place  on 
the  out-door  relief  lists,  were  refused  relief  on  the  last  day  of  distribution,  forsooth 
because  their  month  had  expired. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  ‘.—May  31,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  the  immediate  attention 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Ballinasloe  Union  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a 
communication  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  the  Right  Rev. 
Dr.  Derry,  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Clonfert,  relating  to  the  administration 
of  relief  in  Ballinasloe  Union.  I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  the 
Commissioners  may  be  furnished  with  the  observations  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
on  the  subject. 

The  Commissioners  have  directed  their  Inspector,  Captain  Labalmondiere, 
to  proceed  to  Ballinasloe  and  report  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  administration 
of  relief  in  Ballinasloe  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Labalmondiere: — May  31,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a com- 
munication which  they  have  received  from  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Derry,  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Clonfert,  relating  to  the  administration  of  relief  in  Ballinasloe 
Union. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  proceed  to  Bal- 
linasloe Union  as  soon  as  possible,  and  furnish  them  with  a report  on  the  adminis- 
tration of  relief  in  the  Union  as  soon  as  you  have  made  inquiry  on  the  subject. 

02 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


100  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Ballinasloe  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Derry,  Bishop  of  Clonfert : — 
May  81,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
lordship’s  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  relating  to  the  administration  of  relief  in 
Ballinasloe  Union,  and  I am  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  feel 
that  they  would  be  justified  in  refraining  from  instituting  an  inquiry  into  the 
important  statements  contained  in  your  lordship’s  letter,  concerning  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  relief  in  the  Ballinasloe  Union. 

The  Commissioners  have  accordingly  deemed  it  right  to  communicate  a copy 
of  your  lordship’s  letter  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Ballinasloe  Union;  and 
have  directed  their  Inspector,  Captain  Labalmondiere,  to  institute  an  inquiry 
into  the  administration  of  relief  in  the  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — June  5,  1848. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  on  yesterday  of  your  letter  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  28th  of  the  same,  in  which  you  inform  me  that 
“ the  Commissioners  do  not  feel  they  would  be  justified  in  refraining  from  insti- 
“ tuting  an  inquiry  into  the  important  statements  contained  in  my  letter,  concern- 
“ iug  the  administration  of  relief  in  the  Ballinasloe  Union and  “ that  they  have 
“ communicated  a copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Ballinasloe 
“ Union,  and  have  directed  their  Inspector  to  institute  the  inquiry.” 

I have  been  also  favoured  to-day  with  a letter  from  Captain  Labalmondiere, 
the  Inspector  named,  in  which  he  requests  me  to  attend  on  next  Wednesday,  and 
on  Thursday,  if  necessary,  at  Ballinasloe,  with  the  necessary  evidence  to  “ sup- 
“ port  the  charges  contained  in  that  communication  of  mine,  of  which  he  has 
“ received  a copy.” 

I did  not  keep  a copy  of  my  letter  to  you,  as  I wrote  for  the  purpose,  not  of 
demanding  an  investigation  but  of  stating  facts  which  either  came  under  my  own 
notice,  or  of  which  I was  well  assured — facts  which,  when  so  communicated  by 
a person  in  my  position,  should,  I thought,  afford  sufficient  grounds  to  the  Com- 
missioners to  appoint  an  Inspector  to  watch  the  administration  of  relief  in  the 
Ballinasloe  Union,  and  guard  against  a continuance  or  recurrence  of  the  abuses  to 
which  I called  attention.  I disclaimed  the  idea  of  seeking  for  such  an  investigation, 
as  I knew  in  Loughrea  considerably  interfered  with  the  relief  of  the  poor  during 
its  tedious  progress  ; and  I have  neither  inclination  nor  time  for  such  proceedings. 
Yet  cognizant  personally  of  many  of  the  facts  I stated,  and  fully  relying  on  the 
testimony  of  those  from  whom  I learned  the  others,  I did  not  hesitate  to  bring 
them  under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners.  I am  glad  that  they  regard  them 
as  important. 

Without  my  presence  at  all  at  the  investigation,  Captain  Labalmondiere  can 
readily  ascertain  the  principal  facts  on  which  I relied  : — 

1st.  The  delay  of  two  days,  from  the  25th  to  the  27th  ultimo,  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  relief  meal  to  those  whose  destitution  left  them  dependent  on 
out-door  relief.  This  fact  can  be  proved  by  the  relieving  officer. 

2nd.  The  bad  quality  of  the  meal.  The  relieving  officer  again  can  prove 
that.  It  was,  in  fact,  afterwards  admitted  by  the  contractor  to  a Guardian,  Mr. 
Joyce,  that  the  meal  was  not  good.  The  relieving  officer  had  reported  it 
as  bad. 

3rd.  The  exclusion,  on  the  27th,  of  several  recipients  of  out-door  relief  in  this 
division,  on  the  ground  that  their  month  of  authorized  out-door  relief  had  ex- 
pired. This  fact  too  the  relieving  officer  can  prove,  as  well  as  the  sad  apology 
for  it,  that  those  persons  excluded  (although  known  to  be  in  continued  distress) 
had  not  their  claim  revived  after  the  expiration  of  a month.  I may  now  add, 
that  the  gentleman  who  did  the  business  of  the  supposed  committee  for  this 
division  on  his  return  home  did  sanction  anew  their  claim  for  a month,  but  that 
at  Ballinasloe  the  sanction  was  reduced  to  a week,  and  that  a special  committee 
is  said  to  be  in  contemplation  to  revive  these  affairs  here  to-morrow. 

4th.  That  persons  recommended  by  the  relieving  officer  to  the  workhouse  are 
not  always  admitted;  that  the  child  of  one  man,  who  with  his  family  was  so 
recommended  from  this  division,  died  after  a fruitless  stay  of  some  days  in  Bal- 
linasloe, seeking  admission. 
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The  man’s  name  is  Cokely ; he  lives  at  Cregane,  near  Castleblakeney,‘in  the  Pallinasloe  Union, 
electoral  division  of  Ballymacward  ; and  if  the  Inspector  get  the  poor  famished  * ' 

man  brought  in  to  Ballinasloe,  or  if  he  visit  his  hovel,  he  will  find  that  this 
statement  is  sustained,  and  that  the  poor  man  is  still  unrelieved. 

5tli.  That  crowds  assemble  around  the  workhouse  on  all  board-days,  notwith- 
standing the  supposed  efficiency  of  local  committees.  The  crowds  I have  seen 
myself,  to  the  number  I mentioned,  on  one  day.  The  fact  is  notorious  to  every 
one  in  Ballinasloe.  Captain  Labalmondiere  can  have  no  difficulty  in  verifying  it 
by  inquiring  from  any  person. 

The  inferences  from  this  fact  of  accumulated  pauperism,  sickness,  &c.,  &c., 
collecting  once  a-week  at  Ballinasloe,  are  such  as  I suppose  will  suggest  them- 
selves to  any  one. 

It  is  clear  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  workhouse  there  cannot  be  effective 
preparation  made  for  the  cleanly  and  orderly  reception  of  any  large  number  on 
one  day  within  a week  ; and  it  is  not  unlikely  the  prevalence  of  disease  to  such 
an  extent,  as  that  three  hundred  or  more  of  the  inmates  are  regarded  as  patients, 
may  be  caused  by  the  irregularity  consequent  upon  these  arrangements. 

6th.  That  Mrs.  Scarry  was  offered  workhouse  relief  and  refused  out-door  relief: 
the  relieving  officer,  Mr.  Cleary,  can  prove  that  she  has  been  offered  in-door 
relief.  To  establish  her  claim  to  relief  she  had  to  make  a solemn  declaration 
that  she  tendered  to  her  landlord’s  bailiff  possession  of  all  land  that  could  dis- 
qualify her.  I also  vouched,  as  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  her  husband  (whose 
death  might  be  justly  ascribed  to  want  of  food)  was  buried  in  a coffin  bought  by 
the  charity  of  his  neighbours.  Notwithstanding  this  documentary  evidence,  she 
would  get  no  out-door  relief,  although  other  widows  were  allowed  such  relief. 

Hence  it  was  manifest  that  the  Guardians  sought  to  apply  to  her  the  more 
stringent  rule,  in  order  to  assist  the  landlord  in  forcing  from  her  a surrender  of 
her  house  and  small  cabbage-garden.  All  these  facts  are  within  the  cognizance  of 
the  relieving  officer  and,  I presume,  of  the  clerk  of  the  Union.  The  woman  lives 
at  Monaveen,  in  the  electoral  division  of  Kilconnell,  and  will  attend  if  sent  for 
by  the  Inspector.  If  she  take  my  advice,  at  any  risk  she  will  not  bring  her  grow- 
ing daughter  into  such  a nursery  of  vice  as  a workhouse,  where  she  may  witness 
and  be  familiar  with  such  infamous  occurrences  as  took  place  publicly  in  that  of 
Ballinasloe  last  March. 

7th.  The  Inspector  should  inquire  whether  and  at  what  time  your  circular  of 
the  23rd  ultimo  was  communicated  to  the  relieving  officers  of  this  Union.  The 
officer  of  the  Ballymacward  relief  district  had  not  up  to  last  Saturday  received 
any  instructions  founded  thereon,  nor  a copy  of  the  letter. 

I shall  write  to  Captain  Labalmondiere,  and  explain  to  him  the  position  in 
which  I wish  to  stand  in  this  case — not  as  a prosecutor  of  the  Guardians,  but  as 
an  informant  of  the  Commissioners  of  facts  which  they  can  either  accept  on  my 
testimony,  or  verify  by  their  own  inquiry. 


Further  Letter  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  Right  Reverend  Dr.  Derry,  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Clonfert: — June  7,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship’s 
letter  of  the  5th  instant,  specifying  several  complaints  against  the  administration 
of  relief  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Ballinasloe  Union,  which  can  be  sub- 
stantiated by  the  officers  of  the  board  or  by  the  poor  persons  referred  to ; and 
stating,  that  it  is  your  lordship’s  wish  to  be  considered  only  as  communicating 
to  the  Commissioners  facts  which  they  may  either  accept  on  such  communication, 
or  verify  by  their  own  inquiry. 

The  Commissioners,  having  already  directed  Captain  Labalmondiere  to  make 
inquiry,  beg  to  state  that  they  will  forward  the  communication  now  received  for 
his  guidance. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Labalmondiere: — June  7,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  forward  for  your  guidance,  in  reference 
to  the  inquiry  which  they  have  requested  you  to  make  in  Ballinasloe  Union,  a 
letter  from  the  Right  Reverend  Dr.  Derry,  stating  that  it  is  his  wish  to  be  con- 
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Ballinasloe  Union,  sidered  only  as  communicating  to  the  Commissioners  facts  which  he  specifies  in 
this  letter,  and  which  they  may  either  accept  on  his  communication  of  them,  or 
verify  by  their  own  inquiry. 

The  Commissioners  therefore  request  that  you  will  call  on  the  Union  officers 
and  other  persons  named  as  cognizant  of  the  facts  to  give  evidence  on  oath 
before  you. 


Captain  Labalmondiere  to  the  Commissioners: — June  9,  1848. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  31st 
May,  I wrote  to  Dr.  Derry  and  to  the  clerk  of  the  Ballinasloe  Union,  acquainting 
them  that  I proposed  inquiring  into  the  statements  contained  in  his  lordship’s 
letter  to  you,  upon  Wednesday  the  7th  instant,  and  requesting  them  to  have  in 
attendance  all  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  charges  made,  as  well  as  the  officers 
and  others  who  might  throw  light  on  the  subjects  adverted  to,  and  requesting 
also  the  attendance  of  his  lordship. 

I did  not  receive  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  enclosing  that  of  the  Bishop 
of  Clonfert  of  the  5th,  until  the  8th,  and  I had  already,  on  the  previous  day, 
taken  the  course  pointed  out  in  that  letter,  viz.,  taking  the  depositions  on  oath 
of  the  persons  who  were  cognizant  of  the  facts  of  each  case,  as  far  as  their 
attendance  permitted. 

I also  made  inquiries  of  the  medical  officer  and  others  connected  with  the 
house,  relative  to  the  interior  management  of  the  workhouse. 

I enclose  copies  of  the  depositions  which  I took,  and  now  proceed  to  report, 
seriatim,  on  each  of  the  statements  contained  in  the  bishop’s  letter. 

There  was  a full  meeting  of  the  Guardians,  and  the  Bishop  of  Clonfert  was  pre- 
sent but  declined  making  his  statement  on  oath.  He  repeated  that  he  saw  about 
1,000  paupers  waiting  on  the  green  outside  the  workhouse  on  the  10th  of  May, 
several  of  whom  were  shrieking  for  food.  He  said  that  the  statement  contained 
in  his  sentence,  commencing  “ It  is  manifest,”  was  an  inference  of  his  own 
founded  on  the  presumption  that  those  persons  would  not  come  without  necessity 
to  the  workhouse,  and  that  their  cases  could  not  all  be  adjudicated  on  by  the 
Guardians,  but  not  from  personal  knowledge,  that  cases  which  should  have  been, 
were  not  investigated  by  the  board. 

Mr.  Flanagan  has  already  reported,  that  all  cases  entered  on  the  relieving 
officers  books  on  that  day  were  duly  gone  into,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
neglect  is  attributable  to  the  board  in  this  instance.  The  numbers  in  attendance 
outside  the  house  on  the  7th  instant,  were  very  small ; in  fact,  there  are  only  six 
electoral  divisions  whose  paupers’  cases  are  disposed  of  at  the  house. 

. ^ ith  regard  to  the  statement,  that  paupers  had  been  refused  admission,  though 
m possession  of  tickets  from  relieving  officers,  it  was  admitted  that  this  was 
the  case  when  the  house,  was  full.  It  was  stated  that  it  was  the  late  master’s 
custom  to  endorse  the  tickets  with  the  words,  “no  room,”  and  that  the  persons 
so  rejected  became  entitled  to  out-door  relief,  as  a matter  of  course.  I could 
not  ascertain  that  any  distinct  order  to  this  effect  had  been  issued  by  the  Guar- 
dians, nor  was  there  a minute  to  that  effect  in  the  books,  and  the  master  having 
been  removed  to  New  Ross,  I could  not  examine  him  on  the  subject.  The 
bishop  declined  pressing  this  statement  in  consequence  of  this  absence  of  the 
late  master ; but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  applicants  have  in  fact  been  refused 
tor  want  of  room,  and  that  some  specific  order  should  be  given  to  both  the  master 
and  the  relieving  officers  on  this  head. 

The  instance  adduced  by  the  bishop,  of  death  by  starvation,  in  consequence  of 
such  rejection,  in  the  case  of  the  child  of  Michael  Colclough,  is  found  to  be  entirely 
without  foundation,  by  the  sworn  depositions  of  the  mother.  This  woman  was 
not  m attendance  on  W ednesday,  but  I visited  her  in  her  cabin  on  the  following 
day,  on  my  way  back. to  Tuam.  Her  husband  was  away  from  home.  She  at 
first  stated  she  had  given,  the  names  of  three  children  to  the  relieving  officer  at 
the  time  of  her  first  application  to  him,  and  that  she  would  swear  to  that  fact; 
but  when  I produced  the  Testament  and  required  her  to  do  so,  she  immediately 
altered  her  story ; and  the  Commissioners  will  perceive  by  her  depositions,  that 
none  but;  themselves  are  blamable  for  the  misery  of  this  family,  which  is,  how- 
ever, undeniably  great. 

The  statement,  that  there  was  an  insufficiency  of  clothing  for  paupers  on  their 
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admission  was  clearly  sustained,  and  the  deficiency  is  so  great  that  some  of  the  Ballinasloe  Union* 

inmates,  particularly  the  children,  remain  without  a change  of  linen  for  a fortnight,  ' — 

and  even  in  some  instances  for  three  weeks.  I also  saw  a number  of  children  in 

their  own  clothes,  and  this  must  certainly  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the 

establishment.  . Clothing,  &c.,  is  being  made  up  in  the  house,  but  I would  suggest 

that  the  Guardians  be  recommended  to  employ  extra  hands  to  complete  the 

necessary  supply  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  By  the  statement  to  me  of  the 

medical  officer  it  was  admitted  that  for  the  last  month  the  clothes  of  paupers  who 

had  had  dysentery  or  fever  had  not  been  purified  by  being  boiled,  as  had  formerly 

been  the  invariable  rule,  before  being  re-issued  to  the  paupers,  in  consequence  of 

the  boiler  being  out  of  repair,  and  also  that  in  some  instances  recovered  paupers 

are  allowed  out  of  hospital  in  clothing  which  has  not  been  purified,  but  not  unless 

the  doctor  is  convinced,  that  the  clothing  is  not  liable  to  produce  contagion. 

The  disrepair  of  the  boiler  is  hardly  a sufficient  excuse  for  the  permitted  con- 
tinuance of  the  custom,  which  must  be  most  injurious  in  its  effects,  of  handing 
over  to  fresh  comers  clothing  which  had  been  used  by  infected  persons  without 
its  being  subjected  to  a process  of  purification. 

_ As  to  the  case  of  the  Widow  Scarry,  the  Guardians  appear  only  to  have  exer-’ 
cised  the  discretion  which  they  have  as  to  the  species  of  relief  to  be  afforded,  and 
are  not  fairly  subject  to  the  imputation  of  such  motives  as  are  attributed  to  them 
by  the  bishop.  ' 

The  non-assembly  of  the  local  committee  in  Ballymacward  was  proved.  The 
paupers.already  on  the  list  do  not  appear  to  have  suffered  much ; as  a quantity  of 
meal,  within  one  cwt.  of  that  issued  in  the  previous  week,  was  issued  provisionally 
by  the  relieving  officer.  Still  no  new  cases  could  be  entertained,  and  these 
applicants  therefore  felt  the  consequences  of  the  non-attendance  of  the  members 
of  the  committee. 

The  bad  quality  of  a part  of  the  meal  was  also  proved,  and  the  delay  of  two 
days  in  its  issue..  If  an  order  for  meal  in  Galway  be  (as  in  this  case)  only  issued 
on  Wednesday,  it  is  impossible  that  the  meal  can  arrive  in  time  for  distribution 
on  the  following  day,  Thursday.  The  relieving  officer  appears  to  have  done  what 
he  could  by  writing  to  the  contractors  on  the  previous  Monday  to  send  the  meal. 

I understand  measures  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  similar 
delays.  It  was  elicited  on  the  examination  of  this  relieving  officer  that  his  issue 
of  meal  was  always  four. days  in  arrear.  To  cases  passed  at  the  board  on  Wed- 
nesday, he  on  the  following  day  issues  four  days’  meal,  which  is  to  and  for  the 
Saturday  following  ; but  he  does  not  issue  again  till  the  next  Thursday,  so  that 
the  paupers  are  without  food  for  Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday.  I 
called  the  attention  of  the  board  to  this  circumstance,  and  I afterwards  inquired 
of  another  relieving  officer,  who  however  had  previously  corrected  the  system  by 
giving  seven  days’  meal  on  liis  first  day  of  issue. 

The  paupers  in  Kilconnell  electoral  division,  whose  case  is  mentioned  in  the 
postscript  to  the  bishop’s  letter,  do  not  appear  actually  to  have  been  refused 
relief  by  the  Guardians,  but  they  do  appear  to  have  been  without  relief  for  one 
week,  from  the  sanction  for  it  having  been  suffered  to  lapse  without  renewal  in 
proper  time,  on  the  renewal  of  the  sealed  order. 

In  conclusion,  I would  observe  that  the  workhouse  is  cleanly  and  orderly,  and 
the  Board  of  Guardians  appear  disposed  to  exert  themselves  to  do  the  duties 
which  devolve  on  them.  The  pressure  on  them  from  so  large  an  Union  has 
been  very  great,  and  I believe  they  have  not  spared  themselves  in  then’  endeavours 
to  meet  it.  At  the  same  time  many  of  the  statements  in  the  Bishop  of  Clonfert’s 
letter  have  been  duly  substantiated,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  the  attention  of  the  * 
board  having  now  been  called  to  these  points,  they  will  take  immediate  steps  to 
remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  and  prevent  their  recurrence. 

Enclosure. 

Martin  Roe,  being  duly  sworn,  states. — I belong  to  the  townland  of  Clymore,  in  the 
electoral  division  of  Ballinasloe,  and  I saw  people  by  a fire  outside  the  workhouse  in  Bal- 
linasloe  ; I don’t  know  the  names  of  any  of  them ; they  remained  for  four  days  outside, 
and  stated  to  me  that  they  were  seeking  admission.  One  woman,  who  had  three  children 
with  her,  told  me  on  Thursday  week,  the  25th  May,  that  she  came  from  Gurtmore,  in  the 
electoral  division  of  Killaan ; I don’t  know  what  became  of  her. 

(Signed,)  Martin  Roe. 

Sworn  before  me,  on  this  7th  day  of  June,  1848, 

(Signed,)  D.  Labalmondiere,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


104  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Ballinasloe  Union.  Martin  Forde,  being  duly  sworn,  states. — I am  relieving  officer  for  the  electoral  divisions 
— — of  Eyrecourt  and  Clonfert,  and  was  so  for  Kilquain.  I remember  the  ajiplication  of  a 

woman  named  Ellen  Faliy,  and  produce  my  book,  by  which  it  appears  that  she  applied  on 
the  1st  of  March,  on  which  date  I gave  her  relief  in  money  and  kind  to  the  value  of  lid; 
on  the  same  day  that  I gave  her  a part  of  the  relief,  I gave  her  a ticket  to  the  workhouse ; 
she  brought  it  back  to  me,  and  asked  for  out-door  relief ; to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
she  stated  that  she  would  not  go  into  the  workhouse,  but  would  go  back  to  Mr.  O’ Kelly. 

(Signed,)  Martin  Forde. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  7th  day  of  June,  1848, 

(Signed,)  I).  Labalriondiere,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

John  Ryder,  being  duly  sworn,  states. — I am  relieving  officer  for  the  electoral  division 
of  Ballymacward.  A man  of  the  name  of  Michael  Cogavan,  of  Creganc,  applied  to  me  on 
the  Ttli  April  last  for  relief  for  himself,  his  wife,  and  two  children  ; this  application  appears 
in  my  book  ; his  case  was  decided  on  by  the  Guardians  on  the  12th,  and  a ticket  was  given 
to  him  on  the  14th ; I never  saw  him  again  until  Saturday  last,  when  he  called  to  my 
recollection  that  I had  myself  brought  him  to  the  porter  of  the  house  ; but  of  this  I have 
no  remembrance  whatever  ; he  told  me  on  that  day  that  one  of  his  children  was  dead ; but 
in  my  application  and  report  book  I find  that  I have  again  taken  down  his  case  on  the  7th 
June,  and  he  has  given  me  the  same  number  of  children  and  the  same  ages  as  appear 
entered  in  the  book  on  the  7th  April;  his  name  was  called  over  yesterday  for  adjudication 
by  the  local  committee,  but  he  did  not  appear. 

There  was  a delay  of  two  days  in  the  delivery  of  the  meal,  from  the  25th  to  the  27th 
of  May.  I received  the  order  from  the  Guardians  on  Wednesday  tlio  24tli,  and  sent  it  off 
by  the  post  that  day  to  Messrs.  Rush  and  Palmer,  the  contractors,  in  Galway ; the  meal 
did  not  arrive  till  late  on  Friday,  the  2Gth,  and  could  not  bo  issued  till  the  27th ; this 
meal,  which  was  issued  on  the  27th,  was  for  the  week  ending  the  27th  ; this  meal  was  of 
an  inferior  quality ; it  was  very  bad  ; I told  the  people  it  was.  bad,  and  that  I did  not  think 
it  was  fit  for  food,  and  that  if  they  would  wait  till  I could  communicate  with  the  Guar- 
dians, I had  no  doubt  that  they  would  immediately  order  it  to  be  replaced  by  good  meal ; 
the  people  said  that  they  would  take  what  was  there ; I reported  tho  same  day  to  the 
Guardians  that  it  was  bad ; there  was  about  thirty-five  cwt.  bad  ; the  meal  since  sent  has 
been  very  good ; the  day  for  the  meeting  of  the  local  committee  at  Ballymacward  was 
the  23rd  May,  but  they  did  not  meet  on  that  day  ; and  the  Board  of  Guardians  did  not, 
therefore,  sanction  the  extension  of  relief  to  those  persons  whose  month  already  sanc- 
tioned had  expired  on  the  25th  May  ; I gave  provisional  relief  to  all  thoso  cases  which  I 
considered  urgent,  but  I had  previously  refused  it  in  one  or  two  instances,  until  applied  to 
on  the  subject  by  the  Bishop  of  Clonfert,  on  which  I gave  it  to  them ; I had  issued,  the 
previous  week,  to  Ballymacward  electoral  division,  twenty-six  cwt.,  and  for  that  week 
I issued  twenty-five  cwt.;  I gave  provisional  relief  in  meal  (Indian)  only  ; I have  not  yot 
received  instructions  relative  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners’  circular  of  the  23rd  ultimo. 

(Signed,)  John  Ryder. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  7th  day  of  June,  1848, 

(Signed,)  D.  Labalriondiere,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

John  Ryder,  on  his  former  oath,  adds,  that  ho  had  written  on  Monday,  the  21st,  to 
Messrs.  Rush  and  Palmer  to  send  the  meal  on  receipt  of  the  letter,  but  tho  meal  did  not 
come. 

Thomas  Gill,  being  duly  sworn,  states.— I am  clerk  to  tho  Union  of  Ballinasloe.  With 
regard  to  provision  for  paupers  on  admission,  there  is  always  plenty  of  food,  but  with 
regard  to  clothing,  the  supply  is  not  equal  to  the  demand ; 1 think  there  is  bedding 
sufficient. 

(Signed,)  Thomas  Gill, 

Sworn  before  me,  this  7th  June,  1848. 

(Signed,)  D.  Labalmondiere,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Martin  Croughwell,  being  duly  sworn,  states.— I am  porter  at  the  Ballinasloe  workhouse; 
all  the  paupers,  on  admission,  are  put  into  the  probationary  ward,  where  they  are  provided 
with  every  material  for  washing  and  cleansing;  they  are  made  to  clean  themselves  and 
P_ut  01i  the  Union  clothes,  but  if  there  are  no  Union  clothes  for  them,  they  only  wash 
their  faces,  and  hands,  and  feet;  as  soon  as  clothes  are  provided,  I superintend  the 
clothing  them  in  the  Union  dress,  and  their  own  clothes  are  taken  from  them  and 
labelled ; there  may  be  instances  of  then-  retaining  some  of  their  own  clothes  in  their 
possession  on  their  persons. 

(Signed,)  Martin  Croughwell. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  7th  day  of  June,  1848, 

(Signed,)  D.  Labalriondiere,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Ellen  Owen,  being  duly  sworn,  states.— I am  assistant-matron  in  the  Ballinasloe  work- 
house ; on  the  admission  of  female  paupers  to  the  house,  they  are  stripped,  and  washed 
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and  cleaned  before  they  are  allowed  into  the  body  of  the  house,  and  clothed  in  the  Ballinasloe  Union. 

Union  clothing  as  tar  as  it  will  go ; convalescent  patients,  on  returning  from  the  fever  

hospital  to  the  body  of  the  house  always  receive  a clean  suit  of  clothes ; I believe  a 
fortnight  to  be  the  longest  time  that  any  female  pauper  has  remained  in  the  house  in 
her  own  clothes. 

(Signed,)  Ellen  Owen. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  7th  day  of  June,  1848, 

(Signed,)  D.  Labalmondiere,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Janies  Cleary,  being  duly  sworn,  states.— I am  relieving  officer  for  the  electoral  division 
ot  Kilconiiell ; I am  aware  that  eight  cases  in  that  district  lost  their  relief  for  one  week 
in  consequence  of  their  month,  allowed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  having  expired  and 
application  not  havmg  been  made  until  the  ensuing  week. 

(Signed,)  James  Cleary. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  7th  day  of  June,  1848, 

(Signed,)  D.  Labalmondiere,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Sally  Colclouyh  (or  Cogavan)  being  duly  sworn,  states.— I applied  to  Mr.  Ryder,  reliev- 
ing officer,  to  place  on  the  relief  list  my  name,  that  of  my  husband,  Michael  Col clou^h 
and  those  of  my  two  children,  Pat  and  Margaret,  about  five  or  six  weeks  a"o  ; 1 think  lie 
gave  me  a ticket  to  the  workhouse,  and  we  all  went  in  to  Ballinasloe  in  the  course  of  the 
following  week;  I gave  the  ticket  to  Croughwell  (who  is  the  porter  at  the  workhouse) 
and  said  that  I wanted  to  go  out  of  the  house  the  following  morning  to  lock  up  the 
tilings  in  the  cabin ; he  then  gave  me  the  ticket  back,  and  told  me  to  come  back  with  my 
family  the  next ; we  all  came  back  to  the  cabin,  and  have  been  living  on  the  charity  of 
the  neighbours  since ; we  did  not  return  again  to  the  workhouse,  as  I expected  that 
when  a month  had  elapsed  from  the  time  of  our  receiving  the  ticket,  wc  should  get  the 
out-door  meal ; my  child,  Martin,  who  died,  died  two  or  three  days  previous  to  my 
applying  the  first  time  to  the  relieving  officer ; my  husband  went  again  to  Mr.  Ryder  on 
last  Friday,  and  got  our  names  put  down  again. 

her 

(Signed,)  Sally  + Colclough. 

Witness,  James  O’Dowd. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  8th  day  of  June,  1848, 

(Signed,)  D.  Labalmondiere,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

True  Copies.  D.  Labalmondiere,  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Tuam,  June  9,  1848. 


The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Derry,  R.C.  Bishop  of  Clonfert,  to  the  Commissioners  : — 
June  11,  1848. 

I send  herewith  a copy  of  a letter  which,  oil  yesterday,  I wrote  and 
forwarded  to  Tuam,  to  Captain  Labalmondiere.  I trouble  you' with  this  copy, 
lest  the  original  did  not  reach  Captain  Labalmondiere  before  he  had  prepared 
and  forwarded  his  report  on  the  subject-matter  of  his  inquiry  at  Ballmasloe. 

_ In  this  letter  to  Captain  Labalmondiere  I state,  that  even  on  last  Wednesday 
night  there  was  not  suitable  bed  accommodation  for  those  that  day  admitted. 
I have  this  fact  from  the  officers  of  the  house,  that  although  there  may  have 
been  bed-sacks  made,  there  was  not  time  to  fill  them.  I do  not  at  all  blame 
the  officers  of  the  house,  for  I think  the  present  master  is  one  every  way  dis- 
posed to  discharge  his  duty  efficiently ; but  the  admissions  were  so  numerous, 
and  the  session  of  the  board  so  prolonged,  that  due  preparation  could  not  be 
made.  I understand  eighty  were  that  day  received.  It  is  plain  so  many  could 
not  stop  in  the  probationaries — and  I should  add,  my  fear  is,  that  they  could  not 
be  cleansed.  I believe  the  inspecting  officer  himself  is  satisfied  that  there  is  not 
a supply  of  linen  clothes,  at  least. 

In  reference  to  the  case  of  the  Widow  Scarry,  my  complaint  is — not  that  the 
Guardians  acted  illegally  in  offering  her  in-door  instead  of  out-door  relief— but 
that,  whilst  giving  out-door  relief  to  all  other  widows  qualified  to  receive  it,  they 
refused  it  to  her,  without  any  other  assignable  motive  than  that  she  and  her 
husband  once  held  land ; and  that,  whilst  willing  to  part  with  as  much  as  dis- 
qualified for  relief,  she  wished  to  retain  her  house  and  a few  perches  about  it. 
In  fact  the  Guardians,  by  offering  her  workhouse  relief,  admit  that  she  is  quali- 
fied and  in  need  ; and  by  refusing  out-door  relief  to  her  and  giving  it  to  other 
widows,  they  show  a disposition  to  convert  a relief  act  into  an  ejectment  act. 
She  is  still  excluded. 
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I beg  to  add  that  the  relieving  officer  swore  he  knew  no  reason  to  keep  her 
from  out-door  relief. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  hardship  of  persons 
deemed  worthy  of  out-door  relief  being  left  at  the  end  of  a month,  without  any 
fault  of  their  own,  a week  without  relief,  as  has  been  proved  in  regard  to 
several  in  Kilconnell  and  in  Ballymacward.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  for  me  to 
state  that  distress  is  now  very  great,  and  that  the  most  humane  interpretation  of 
the  Poor  Relief  Act  should  be  adopted.  Even  yet  your  letter  of  the  23rd  ult. 
has  not  been  communicated  to  the  relieving  officers  of  this  Union. 

Enclosure. 

The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Derry,  R.C.  Bishop  of  Clonfcrt,  to  Captain  Labaljiondiere  : — 

June  10,  1848. 

On  my  return  to  tins  place  I learn  that  on  your  way  to  Tuam  you  kindly  took  the 
trouble  of  visiting  the  house  of  Cogavan  (or  Cokcly),  of  Cregane,  in  this  electoral  division 
of  Ballymacward  ; and  (Cogavan  not  being  at  home)  that  you  examined  liis  wife,  as  to  the 
facts  which,  on  his  representation,  I had  reported  to  Mr.  Stanley.  The  variance  between 
her  testimony  and  the  statements  made  by  her  husband  to  the  clergyman  whom  you  met 
at  Castleblakeney,  and  to  myself,  obliges  me  to  trouble  you  with  a few  observations. 

I first  heard  of  the  alleged  death  of  Cokely’s  child,  and  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  said  to  have  occurred,  from  the  parish  clergyman.  So  assured  was  the  cler- 
gyman of  the  death  of  the  child  that  he  gave  the  parent  the  price  of  a coffin.  A 
statement  to  the  same  effect  was  again  made  to  mj'self  by  Cokely,  and  I gave  him  some 
relief. 

I have  known  his  extreme  poverty  during  the  last  few  years,  and  I had  no  misgivings 
whatever  about  the  statement  that  his  child  died  of  hunger.  In  fact,  only  for  some 
assistance  received  from  me,  he  himself  would  have  been  long  since  dead.  Nor  had  I any 
reason  to  doubt  his  assertion,  that  the  death  had  occurred  after  his  application  for  admission 
to  the  workhouse.  I have  had  such  ample  reason  to  know  the  difficulties  attending  admis- 
sion, that,  without  throwing  blame  in  this  case  on  any  particular  officer,  I regarded  the 
assurance  of  Cokcly,  that  he  sought  admission,  was  refused,  and  had  to  go  home  again, 
as  perfectly  natural  and  true.  During  the  progress  of  your  inquiry  on  Wednesday,  I think 
sufficient  admissions  were  made  by  the  Guardians  to  warrant  you,  sir,  and  me  in  behoving 
the  likelihood  of  occasional  disappointment,  even  to  persons  furnished  with  tickets  and 
seeking  admission  to  the  workhouse.  I had  not,  of  course,  authority  to  examine  Cokcly 
on  oath,  nor  indeed  any  reasonable  ground  for  distrusting  his  statement.  It  now  appears, 
from  the  evidence  of  his  wife,  that  the  death  of  the  child  occurred  before  the  family 
sought  admission  to  the  workhouse,  and  that  the  porter  acted  in  accordance  with  the  rule, 
in  refusing  to  admit  her  husband,  who  sought  to  entor,  unless  the  wife  enter  also,  which 
she  declined,  as  she  would  not  be  allowed  out  next  morning,  to  go  back  and  secure  (bettor 
than  she  had  done)  her  hovel  and  its  contents. 

I believe,  however,  your  own  observation,  sir,  has  satisfied  you  of  the  extremely  destitute 
condition  of  the  family,  and  especially  of  the  condition  of  the  two  surviving  children. 
I shall  not  be  surprised  to  learn  in  a few  days  the  death  of  another,  or  of  both,  and  to  be 
applied  to  for  the  means  of  procuring  their  coffins. 

As  I have  au  occasion  to  write  to  you  in  reference  to  Cokely’s  case,  I profit  of  it  to  add 
a few  words  regarding  the  due  provision  for  the  reception  of  paupers  into  the  workhouse, 
especially  on  board-days.  In  the  course  of  your  inquiry  on  Wednesday,  it  appeared  (from 
the  evidence  of  Crougliwell)  that  there  was  no  security  whatever  that  any  of  the  male 
paupers  were  cleansed  on  the  day  of  their  admission,  and  that,  in  point  of  fact,  no  ablution 
of  their  persons,  generally,  was  required,  when  woikhouso  linen  and  other  dress  could  not 
be  supplied.  During  your  personal  inspection  you  noticed  the  scanty  supply  of  linen, 
even  for  the  actual  inmates  of  the  house,  and  their  consequent  uncleanliness ; and  you  may 
therefore  conceive  how  frequently  it  must  have  happened  that,  on  days  of  large  admissions, 
such  as  board-days,  many  paupers  must  have  escaped  the  prescribed  cleansing,  as  they 
could  not  be  provided  with,  workhouse  clothes.  The  assistant-matron  acknowledged 
that  paupers  may  have  remained  a fortnight  after  admission  without  workhouse  dress. 
Of  these  paupers  so  circumstanced  there  is  no  security  whatever  that  several  were  not 
convalescent  after  fever,  or  perhaps  in  its  incipient  stages;  still  less  was  there  security 
that  several  were  not  labouring  under  dysentery — a disease  regarded  by  eminent  medical 
authorities  as  most  dangerously  contagious.  These  paupers,  then,  who  had  perhaps  never 
seen  each  other  before,  and  were  necessarily  unacquainted  with  the  respective  conditions 
of  each  other  as  to  health  and  cleanliness  have  had  to  sleep  together.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  impress  you,  sir,  with  the  belief  that  bed  accommodation  was  always  provided  for 
them.  On  this  point  I shall  only  remark,  that  so  far  from  this  having  been  uniformly  the 
case,  on  the  very  night  after  your  investigation  the  paupers  admitted  on  Wednesday  could 
not  be  so  accommodated. 

I have  heard  that  before  leaving  Ballinasloe,  you  took  a note  of  the  number  in  the  house 
and  its  auxiliary ; and  as  the  amount  is  said  to  exceed  very  considerably  what  they  are 
regarded  as  capable  of  accommodating,  I hope  you  have,  sir,  ascertained  the  number  of 
tiie  inmates  and  the  capacity  of  the  houses. 
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I regret  tliat  I have  been  obliged  to  trouble  you  with  this  letter,  but  I deemed  it  due  Ballinasloe  Union, 

to  you,  sir,  and  to  others,  to  explain  the  grounds  on  which  my  statement  of  Cokely’s  case  

rested. 


. The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — June  17,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  consideration  a report  which 
they  have  received  from  Captain  Labalmondiere,  with  minutes  of  the  evidence 
taken  by  him  on  the  occasion  of  the  inquiry  which  he  has  recently  made  into 
the  administration  of  relief  to  the  destitute  poor  of  the  Ballinasloe  Union, 
as  adverted  to  in  communications  from  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Derry,  Bishop  of 
Clonfert. 

With  regard  to  the  statement  to  the  effect,  that  destitute  poor  persons  had 
been  refused  admission  into  the  workhouse,  although  in  possession  of  tickets  of 
admission  from  relieving  officers,  it  appears  to  have  been  admitted  that  this 
was  the  case  at  a time  when  the  workhouse  was  full,  and  that  although  it  was 
stated  to  be  the  custom  of  the  master  of  the  workhouse  to  endorse  the  tickets 
in  such  cases  with  the  words,  “ no  room,”  in  order  that  the  parties  might  obtain 
out-door  relief,  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  any  distinct  rule  to  this  effect  has 
been  adopted ; and  the  Commissioners  consider  it  to  be  desirable  that  some  clear 
course  should  be  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  this  respect,  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Union  officers.  The  allegation  that  death  from  starvation  had 
ensued  in  consequence  of  such  rejection,  in  one  instance  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  established  by  proof.  ' 

The  statement,  that  sufficient  clothing  had  not  been  provided  for  the  persons 
admitted  into  the  workhouse,  appears  to  have  been  fully  sustained.  It  appears 
that  some  of  the  workhouse  inmates,  especially  the  children,  have  been  kept 
without  change  of  linen  for  a fortnight,  and  in  some  instances  for  three  weeks, 
and  that  many  children  wear  their  own  clothing.  Captain  Labalmondiere  reports, 
that  a supply  of  clothing  is  now  being  made  up;  but  the  matter  is  one  of  such 
great  importance,  that  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  bringing  it  prominently 
under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  with  a view  to  the  evil  beino- 
remedied  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  they  strongly  recommend  that  an 
increased  number  of  persons  should  be  employed  forthwith  in  making  up  the 
clothes. 

The  Commissioners  have  also  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  the  circumstance  of  clothing  used  by  inmates  of  the  workhouse, 
in  fever  and  dysentery,  having  been  given  to  other  inmates  newly  admitted, 
without  having  been  previously  washed  or  purified. 

The  alleged  non-attendance  of  the  committee  of  Guardians  for  the  Bally- 
macward  district,  appears  to  have  been  fully  proved ; and  although  it  appears 
that  the  parties  already  on  the  out-door  relief  list  did  not  suffer  in  any  material 
degree  from  that  circumstance,  yet  no  new  applications  could  be  entertained  in 
the  usual  manner,  and  the  applicants  may  have  suffered  much  from  the  omission 
of  the  committee  to  meet  and  investigate  their  claims. 

It  further  appears  that  the  statement  as  to  the  bad  quality  of  meal  issued 
to  the  recipients  of  out-door  relief  was  proved,  as  well  as  a delay  of  two  days  on 
one  occasion  in  the  issue  of  the  meal.  The  Commissioners  understand  that 
measures  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  similar  delays ; and  if 
the  contractors  for  the  supplies  are  made  fully  to  understand,  that  if  inferior 
meal  be  supplied,  the  Guardians  will  return  it  and  obtain  meal  from  other 
quarters,  making  the  contractors  accountable  for  any  loss  by  reason  of  difference 
in  price,  it  will  probably  have  the  effect  of  rendering  the  supply  sufficient  in 
quantity  and  of  good  quality  in  future. 

Captain  Labalmondiere  reports  that  it  was  shown  that  the  issue  of  meal  in 
the  district  of  the  relieving  officer  for  Ballymacward  division  was  always  four 
days  in  arrear.  It  also  appears  that  the  destitute  poor  ordered  out-door  relief 
in  the  Kileonnell  electoral  division  were  without  relief  for  one  week,  from  a 
neglect  of  the  Union  officers  to  make  due  arrangements  for  affording  it  to  them ; 
and  the  Commissioners  deem  it  right  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  these  defects,  with  a view  to  similar  irregularities  being  guarded 
against  in  future. 

The  Commissioners  are  gratified,  by  Captain  Labalmondiere’s  report,  that  the 
workhouse  is  in  a cleanly  and  orderly  state,  and  that  the  Board  of  Guardians 
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JBallinaslce  Union,  appear  disposed  to  exert  themselves  to  discharge  the  important  duties  which 

devolve  upon  them.  He  states,  as  the  Commissioners  are  aware,  that  the 

pressure  upon  the  Board  of  Guardians  from  so  large  a Union  has  been  very 
great,  and  his  belief  that  the  Guardians  have  not  spared  themselves  in  their 
endeavours  to  meet  it. 

The  Commissioners  desire  me  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  that  they  have  instructed  Major  Donald  Stuart,  Temporary  Poor 
Law  Inspector,  at  present  engaged  in  the  Dunmanway  Union,  to  proceed  to  the 
Ballinasloe  Union  to  assist  the  board,  and  to  co-operate  with  it  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  relief  to  the  destitute  poor. 

Major  Stuart  will  probably  reach  Ballinasloe  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
week. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Derry,  R.C.  Bishop  of  Clonfert  • — 
June  17, 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  for  your  lordship’s  infor- 
mation, that  they  have  received  and  considered  the  report  of  their  Inspector, 
Captain  Labalmondiere,  with  reference  to  the  administration  of  relief  to  the  des- 
titute poor  of  the  Ballinasloe  Union ; and  the  Commissioners  have  communicated 
with  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  subject  of  the  defects  which  were  shown  to 
have'  existed  therein. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  have  instructed  Major 
Donald  Stuart,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  to  proceed  to  the  Ballinasloe 
Union  to  assist  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  meeting  the  increased  pressure  for 
relief  at  the  present  time,  and  in  more  effectually  affording  relief  to  the  destitute 
poor  in  the  Union. 
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GORT  UNION. 


Gort  Union. 


Viscount  Gort  to  the  Commissioners: — June  4,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  of  forwarding  a series  of  resolutions  adopted  at  a meet- 
ing of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Gort  Union ; and  as  I am  going  to 
Dublin  in  a day  or  two  I shall  have  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  upon  my  arrival,  to  explain  to  them,  should  they  require  it,  more 
fully  the  object  of  the  meeting. 

Enclosure. 

Gort,  May  27,  1848. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  of  the  late  board,  held  at  the  Court-house  this 
day — Lord  Viscount  Gort  in  the  chair — 

It  was  determined  that  a deputation  from  this  meeting  do  forthwith  wait  upon  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  ask  them  respectfully  for  some  explanation  as  to  the  buildings  and  alterations 
now  carrying  on  in  the  workhouse. 

The  deputation,  consisting  of  the  chairman,  Lord  Viscount  Gort;  J.  Lambert,  Esq.,  J.P. ; 
the  Baron  de  Basterot;  J.  Martyn,  Esq.,  J.P. ; James  Daly,  Esq.,  J.P. ; and  J. 
Lahiff,  Esq.,  having  accordingly  waited  upon  the  Vice-Guardians  at  the  workhouse  did 
through  their  chairman  ask  such  explanation,  and  were  told  by  Mr.  TTn.ll,  in  a very 
uncourteous  manner,  that  he  would  give  no  explanation  except  required  to  do  so  by  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

The  deputation  having  consequently  withdrawn  and  reported  progress  to  the  meeting, 
it  was  unanimously  resolved — 

Proposed  by  J.  Lambert,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  J.  Lahiff,  Esq That  the  expenditure 

of  the  money  levied  to  support  the  poor  in  useless  wooden  buildings  upon  ground  of 
which  there  is  only  a lease  of  one  life,  is  a profligate  waste  of  the  funds  of  the  Union,  and 
if  persevered  in  must  not  only  destroy  the  large  proprietors,  but  reduce  many  of  the  pre- 
sent ratepayers  to  the  condition  of  paupers,  and  oblige  them  to  seek  relief  in  the  house 
towards  the  maintenance  of  which  they  have  hitherto  contributed. 

Proposed  by  J.  Martyn,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  G.  Bell,  Esq. — That  it  appears  by  docu- 
ments laid  before  the  meeting  that  much  of  the  work  now  going  on  is  not  by  advertised 
contracts,  as  required  by  law ; it  consequently  is  done  in  a most  expensive  manner — one 
wall  costing  155.  a perch,  the  usual  price  of  which  is  about  6s. ; and  another,  costing 
95.  1 1 d.  per  perch,  although  the  price  in  the  neighbourhood  is  from  Is.  to  Is.  3d. 

Proposed  by  Baron  do  Basterot,  and  seconded  by  A.  Alexander,  Esq. — That  our 
chairman  be  requested  to  lay  our  case  before  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  in  Dublin,  to 
request  of  them  to  order  a strict  and  searching  investigation  as  to  the  moneys  laid  out  in 
buildings,  the  necessity  for  the  same,  and  also  into  the  expenditure  of  the  Union,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  out-door  relief  is  distributed. 

Proposed  by  James  Daly,  Esq.,  J.P.,  and  seconded  by  P.  Burke,  Esq. — That  if  our  com- 
plaint is  not  investigated  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  we  shall  be  obliged,  in  self- 
defence,  to  lay  our  grievances  before  parliament. 

Gort,  Chairman. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Bourke: — June  8,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  minutes 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Gort  Union  on  the  26th  ultimo ; 
and  I am  to  request  that  on  your  return  to  your  district  you  will  be  good  enough 
to  proceed  to  Gort  and  make  a searching  inquiry  into  the  expenditure  of  the 
Union,  and  into  the  manner  in  which  the  out-door  relief  is  distributed  by  the 
Vice-Guardians. 

Enclosure. 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  Vice-Guardians. 

Lord  Gort,  with  several  other  gentlemen,  members  of  the  late  board,  came  before 
the  board,  and  Lord  Gort  stated  they  were  a deputation  from  a meeting  of  the  late  board 
and  ratepayers,  at  the  Court-house,  for  the  purpose  of  signing  a petition  to  parliament 
regarding  the  administration  of  the  poor  law  by  the  Vice-Guardians ; and  that  they  had 
thought  it  right  to  call  on  the  Vice-Guardians  for  an  explanation  regarding  certain  items  of 
expenditure — such  as  making  the  wall  at  the  cemetery  at  155.  a perch,  when  the  price  of 
the  plan  was  75. — that  95.  llrf.  per  perch  was  paid  for  masons’  work — and  that  the  Vice- 
Guardians  were  erecting  sheds  on  the  ground  of  Mr.  O’Shaughnessy,  who  had  only  a lease 
for  a short  period,  and  if  he  died  the  place  and  all  that  was  in  it  would  fall  to  Lord  Gort, 
and  that  he  might  then  take  off  the  sheds  if  he  thought  proper,  while  there  was  plenty  of 
room  on  the  workhouse  land  for  the  sheds — also,  the  rate  of  masons  at  Gort  was  2 s.  per 
day. 

The  Vice-Guardians  stated  that  under  all  the  circumstances  it  would  be  much  better  that 
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Gort  Union.  their  explanations,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  business  of  the  Union  was  managed,  should 

■ be  made  through  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  who  appointed  them,  and  to  whom  they 

were  responsible.  Whereupon  some  of  the  deputation  departed — Lord  Gort  and  one  or 
two  other  gentlemen  remaining.  Lord  Gort  made  somo  observations  regarding  the 
demands  which  had  been  made  upon  him  for  the  poor  rate  due  of  him  as  immediate  lessor 
and  occupier,  and  which  had  not  yet  been  paid. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — June  G,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith  for  your  infor- 
mation, copies  of  resolutions  of  a meeting  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  of 
Gort  Union,' on  the  27th  ultimo;  and  I am  to  request  that  the  Commissioners 
may  be  furnished  with  your  detailed  observations  with  reference  to  the  resolu- 
tions marked  I.  and  II.,  relative  to  the  expenditure  on  account  of  the  temporary 
fever  hospital  buildings,  and  of  the  boundary  wall  at  present  in  course  of 
erection  at  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  obliged  by  your  answer  by  return  of  post,  if 
possible. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — June  7,  184S. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  with 
a copy  of  resolutions  passed  at  a meeting  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  of  Gort 
Union  held  on  the  27th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  expenditure  for  the  erection  of 
temporary  sheds  for  the  sick,  and  for  the  erection  of  a boundary  Avail,  requesting 
our  observations  thereon.  ■ 

W e consider  it  right  in  the  first  instance  to  assert  that  our  reply  to  the  depu- 
tation, that  “ Ave  consider  it  better,  under  all  the  circumstances,  that  our  expla- 
“ nation  should  be  made  through  the  Poor  Laiv  Commissioners,  by  Avhom  we  Avere 
“ appointed,  and  to  whom  Ave  were  responsible,”  was  made  in  the  most  respectful 
manner  possible ; and  Ave  utterly  disclaim  the  intention  or  desire  of  offering  any 
discourtesy  to  the  deputation.  In  fact,  we  feared  that  unpleasant  language  might 
be  made  use  of  in  the  event  of  entering  into  a discussion  with  the  deputation, 
involving  the  necessity  of  a reference  to  matters  on  Avhich  strong  feelings  are 
entertained  by  many  persons ; and  we  therefore  considered  it  better  that  our  reply 
should  be  made  in  writing  through  the  Commissioners. 

In  regard  to  the  sheds  now  in  course  of  erection  on  land  adjoining  the  site  of  the 
workhouse,  avc  have  to  observe,  that  on  our  arrival  at  Gort  Ave  found  nearly  300 
sick  persons  in  the  house,  many  of  them  both  fever  aud  dysentery  cases,  tAvo  and 
three  in  a bed;  and  in  the  idiot  wards  Ave  found  persons  in  dysentery  lying  five  or 
six  m a bed  there  being  57  or  58  cases  of  this  disease  placed  in  that  portion  of 
the  building  which  Avas  only  intended  for  twelve  inmates.  There  was  no  sepa- 
rate cooking  or  washing  arrangements  provided,  and  the  communication  from  the 
hospital  to  the  other  parts  of  the  house  was  constant  and  unobstructed  ; under 
such  circumstances,  as  might  be  expected,  the  spread  of  disease  was  most  alarming, 
and  the  mortality  excessive.  The  workhouse  appeared  to  us  to  be  overcroAvded;  and 
therefore, in  order  to  enable  us  to  place  the  institution  in  a sanitary  condition,  and  to 
give  those  who  remained  a fair  chance  of  recovery  from  sickness  or  escape  from 
the  contagion,  Ave  Avere  under  the  necessity  of  discharging  a considerable  number 
oi  aged,  infirm,  and  impotent  persons,  Avith  widows  and  other  women  having 
children,,  retaining  only  in  the  house  able-bodied  men  and  their  families,  single 
able-bodied  women,  with  the  sick  and  such  cases  of  chronic  disease,  together  Avith 
orphans,  as  could  not  be  properly  provided  for  outside.  Applications  for  relief 
continued  to  increase,  both  from  the  able-bodied,  and  from  persons  labouring 
under  sickness ; the  appearance  of  both  classes  indicated  very  great  distress  and 
privation.  The  introduction  into  the  workhouse  of  any  greater  number  of  in- 
mates, either  healthy  or  diseased,  would  have  been  attended  with  increased  sick- 
ness and  mortality;  and  Ave  were  therefore  under  the  necessity  of  giving  out-relief- 
to  a considerable  extent — to  the  able-bodied  in  food,  and  in  cash  and  food  to  the 
sick,  for  several  of  whom  Ave  had  also  to  pay  for  lodgings.  The  number  of  the  latter 
class  was  constantly  increasing  from  the  spread  of  contagion  consequent  on  their 
being  located  over  the  country — from  the  nature  of  the  food  of  the  lower  classes, 
which  Avas  principally  turnips — and  from  thehardships  Avhich  many  of  them  endured 
y having  to  leave  their  cabins,  many  of  which  were  in  process  of  demolition,  and, 
y emg  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  without  sufficient  shelter  .or 
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covering.  Under  such  circumstances  out-relief  to  the  sick  was  only  a choice  of 
evils,  independently  of  the  opportunity  which  this  course  of  proceeding  afforded 
for  imposition ; medical  treatment,  even  if  available  to  any  extent,  would  be  of 
very  little  use — and  in  fact  the  mortality  was  reported  to  us  to  be  very  consider- 
able. 

Moreover  cases  occurred  almost  daily  where  persons  labouring  under  fever 
or  dysentery  were  discovered  lying  on  the  streets  or  on  the  sides  of  the  public 
roads ; and  in  some  instances  persons  in  this  state  were  left  at  the  gate  of  the 
workhouse.  These  we  were  obliged  to  admit,  as  otherwise  they  would  have  died 
where  they  lay,  as  no  person  would  give  them  lodgings  even  for  a high  amount 
of  payment,  and  no  one  would  attend  them  unless  at  a most  exorbitant  rate. 
We  were  also  under  the  necessity  of  admitting  cases  where  the  entire  family,  or 
the  principal  members,  were  labouring  under  disease,  and  where  there  was  no 
person  to  attend  the  sick  parties  unless  young  children. 

We  had  thus  always  a large  number  of  sick  in  the  house,  much  more  than 
the  extent  of  accommodation  was  sufficient  for,  yet  none  of  them  could  be 
properly  or  safely  provided  for  outside.  We  were  besides  for  want  of  room 
giving  out-relief  to  many  of  the  same  class  whose  chance  of  recovery  would  be 
much  increased  by  being  regularly  treated  in  an  hospital ; and  we  had  also  to 
give  out-relief  to  several  able-bodied  persons,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  attend 
on  the  sick  relieved  out  of  the  house. 

Another  great  evil  consequent  on  the  extent  of  disease  in  the  workhouse,  and 
the  want  of  proper  and  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  sick  was,  that  it  rendered 
it  impossible  for  us  to  apply  the  workhouse  test  to  any  considerable  extent.  We 
could  not  require  the  able-bodied  to  come  into  a house  in  which  disease  was  so 
prevalent  and  the  mortality  so  excessive.  In  fact,  instances  occurred  where 
families,  whose  houses  had  been  thrown  down  and  who  had  no  place  of  shelter, 
entreated  for  admission,  yet  we  could  not  take  them  in ; and  although  we  gave 
them  relief  out  of  the  house,  and  in  some  cases  provided  them  temporarily  with 
lodgings,  we  much  fear  that  disease  and  perhaps  death  may  have  resulted. 

In  this  state  of  things  we  had  the  choice  of  two  courses — either  to  extend  the 
administration  of  out-relief  to  all  applicants  who  appeared  to  be  destitute,  both 
the  healthy  and  the  sick,  whereby  it  would  rapidly  increase  till  the  amount 
became  enormous,  without  any  adequate  means  of  preventing  fraud  and  irres- 
pective of  any  benefit  to  the  diseased,  or  to  provide  proper  and  sufficient  accom- 
modation for  the  sick,  and  to  render  the  workhouse  available  as  a test  of  the 
destitution  of  the  able-bodied.  We  adopted  the  latter  alternative,  and  determined 
on  a decided  course,  as  being  requisite  both  to  stay  the  progress  of  disease  and 
mortality,  and  to  enable  us  to  apply  the  workhouse  test  where  necessary,  as  well 
as  to  avert  the  ruinous  consequences  of  giving  indiscriminate  out-relief  to  all 
applicants  without  sufficient  proof  of  destitution.  We  proposed  to  remove  all 
the  sick,  with  the  hospital  staff,  from  the  workhouse ; and  as  we  could  not  obtain 
any  existing  building ’for  the  purpose  we  determined  to  erect  sheds  for  300  persons, 
which  would  not  only  be  sufficient  for  the  sick  in  the  house,  but  also  for  diseased 
persons  outside,  to  whom  we  should  otherwise  be  under  the  necessity  of  giving 
relief  in  cash  or  food,  and  at  the  same  time  have  no  means  of  detecting  simulated 
cases  of  sickness.  By  this  course  the  entire  accommodation  of  the  workhouse 
would  be  available  for  healthy  inmates,  the  danger  of  the  spread  of  disease  in  the 
house  would  be  avoided,  the  necessity  for  giving  cash  payments  to  the  sick,  and 
allowances  of  food  to  their  attendants  would  be  obviated ; and  we  should  thereby 
be  enabled  to  give  admission  to  many  families  who,  having  surrendered  their 
lands  and  houses,  are  either  wandering  about  the  Union  or  located  in  temporary 
huts  which  afford  neither  shelter  nor  security. 

One  of  the  sheds  for  fifty  persons  is  already  completed  and  occupied.  By  this  pro- 
ceeding, and  by  the  arrangements  we  have  made  for  providing  proper  and  sufficient 
ventilation  in  the  workhouse,  we  have  been  enabled  to  apply  the  workhouse  test 
to  many  of  those  who  were  previously  receiving  out-relief.  Although  we  have 
increased  the  daily  quantity  of  food  for  the  able-bodied  recipients  who  are  em- 
ployed at  stone-breaking,  &c.,  in  conformity  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Central 
Board  of  Health,  and  also  the  weekly  rations  of  several  families  to  whom  an 
insufficient  quantity  was  heretofore  allowed,  a very  considerable  reduction  has 
been  effected  in  the  total  weekly  amount  of  out-relief.  Between  the  reduction 
in  the  price  of  Indian  meal  and  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  recipients  the 
account  for  the  eight  weeks  ended  on  the  27th  ultimo  stands  as  follows : — 
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Week  ended  the  8th  April,  . 

. £349  8 1} 

Do. 

15th  „ 

. 340  5 101 

Do. 

22nd  „ 

. 297  0 If 

Do. 

29th  „ 

. 282  11  S 

Do. 

Gth  May,  . 

. 275  G 11£ 

Do. 

13th  „ 

. 250  18  11 

Do. 

20th  „ 

. 273  10  0 

Do. 

27th  „ 

. 22S  0 11 

When  the  remaining  sheds  shall  be  completed,  and  the  additional  rooms  erected 
over  the  idiot  wards  at  the  workhouse,  we  shall  be  able  to  effect  a further  con- 
siderable reduction ; and  we  believe  that  in  two  months  after  all  the  arrange- 
ments are  completed,  it  can  be  shown  that  their  entire  cost  will  have  been  saved 
to  the  Union,  in  the  difference  between  the  then  amount  of  out-relief  and  what 
would  otherwise  have  been  necessary,  independently  of  the  vast  saving  of  human 
life  which  will  be  effected  by  the  proper  treatment  of  the  sick  in  the  sheds,  in 
which  desirable  result  we  feel  at  least  as  deep  an  interest  as  in  economizing  the 
funds  of  the  Union. 

The  effect  of  the  late  circular  regarding  the  families  of  destitute  persons  holding 
more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land,  has  fully  proved  to  us  the  propriety  of 
the  course  we  have  adopted.  The  number  of  applicants  of  this  class  is  already 
becoming  so  great,  that  we  have  little  doubt  were  a means  of  testing  their  desti- 
tution not  available  the  amount  of  out-relief  would  be  very  soon  nearly  doubled. 

We  have  now  1,445  persons  in  the  workhouse  and  its  auxiliary  establishments, 
of  whom  257  arc  sick,  who  cannot  be  properly  relieved  outside,  and  the  remain- 
ing 1,188  are  almost  entirely  healthy  young  persons.  Were  we  to  refuse 
admission. to  any  able-bodied  applicant,  an  enormously  increased  demand  would 
be  immediately  made  on  us  for  out-relief,  which,  with  the  applications  from  the 
families  of  persons  holding  land,  would  very  soon  amount  to  more  than  could  be 
regularly  paid  for  by  the  poor  rate.  Our  inability  to  meet  the  claims  of  the 
contractors  would  be  followed  by  their  ceasing  to  afford  the  supply — new  con- 
tracts should  be  made  at  a vastly  increased  rate — and  the  debts  of  the  Union, 
instead  of  being  diminished,  would  be  rapidly  augmented  to  an  amount  fearful  to 
contemplate. 

We  have  to  observe  that  the  statement  in  the  resolution,  to  the  effect  that 
there  is  only  a lease  for  one  life  of  the  land  on  which  the  sheds  are  erected,  is 
erroneous.  We  have  seen  the  lease,  which  is  for  twenty-one  years  and  one  life, 
from  the  25th  of  March,  1831 ; so  that,  besides  the  life,  which  is  still  in  existence, 
there  are  four  years  to  run  from  the  25th  of  March  last ; and  it  is  a part  of  our 
agreement  that  we  may  remove  the  sheds  at  any  time  we  think  proper. 

The  necessity  of  the  sheds  at  Kinvarra  is  proved  by  there  being  now  fifty-three 
patients  in  the  existing  building,  which  can  properly  accommodate  but  forty-six ; 
wliue  fever  is  increasing,  and  the  number  of  applicants  waiting  for  an  opportunity 
of  being  admitted,  becoming  daily  greater. 

In  reference  to  the  resolution  respecting  the  payment  of  15.?.  per  perch  for 
walling— which  we  believe  refers  to  a portion  of  the  wall  of  the  cemetery,  for  the 
erection  of  which  at  that  rate  we  have  made  a contract — we  have  to  observe 
that  we  twice  caused  notices  to  be  posted  in  the  town  of  Gort  for  tenders  for 
executing  the  work.  On  both  occasions  we  received  several  proposals  which  we 
•considered  too  high,  being  from  175.  to  215.  the  perch.  We  then,  being  most 
anxious  to  have  the  ground  fenced  in  in  order  that  we  might  be  able  to  discon- 
tinue the  very  objectionable  practice  of  burying  on  the  workhouse  site,  had  the 
parties  before  us,  and,  after  a great  deal  of  difficulty,  made  an  agreement  with 
one  of  them  to  build  the  wall  adjoining  the  road,  and  for  a short  distance  at 
either  endj  for  155.  the  perch  of  twenty-one  feet;  the  contractor  providing  all 
materials  and  workmanship.  The  remainder  of  the  wall  was  erected  by  persons 
receiving  out-relief,  without  any  expense  to  the  Union  except  for  the  pow'der 
which  was  used  in  blasting.  Our  anxiety  regarding  the  wall  adjoining  the  road 
was  caused  by  the  Hon.  Major  Vereker  having  required,  on  behalf  of  Lord  Gort, 
hat  a proper  boundary  similar  to  that  on  the  next  farm  should  be  made  thereon, 
and  we  considered  it  better  to  have  it  properly  executed  according  to  his  lord- 
ships  desire,  than  to  run  the  risk  of  the  carelessness  and  delay  of  the  persons 
getting  out-relief.  We  apprehend  that  the  gentlemen  who  attended  the 
meeting  were  under  some  mistake  with  respect  to  this  item  of  expenditure ; as 
when  we  posted  notices  for  tenders  for  supplying  stones  for  the  wall,  105.  the 
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perch  for  this  portion  of  the  materials  alone  was  required ; and  although  we 
offered  15.?.  a perch  for  building  the  wall  to  a person  who  brought  us  a very 
high  character  from  Major  Vereker,  he  refused  to  do  it  for  less  than  16?.  The 
wall  is  from  seven  to  eight  feet  high  from  the  foundation  to  the  horizontal  coping 
course,  is  about  two  feet  thick  on  the  average,  built  dry,  and  rough  plastered  on 
the  outside,  with  rough  projecting  stones  at  top.  It  does  not  appear  that  15s. 
for  twenty-one  feet  in  length  of  a wall  of  this  description  is  unreasonable,  when 
it  is  considered  that  the  contractor  provides  all  materials,  workmanship,  and 
attendance,  and  that  the  work  must  be  properly  executed. 

We  are  not  paying  for  any  work  at  the  rate  of  9s.  lid.  the  perch.  The  men 
employed  at  raising  the  yard  walls,  making  openings  for  and  executing  ven- 
tilators in  the  workhouse  and  hospital,  erecting  a bake-house  and  setting  hot 
plates,  making  openings  for  lights  and  placing  windows,  and  covering  in  the 
sewers,  are  paid  by  the  day,  from  Is.  8 d.  up  to  3s.  This  latter  sum,  however, 
is  only  paid  to  masons  of  the  best  description,  for  whom  we  had  to  send  a con- 
siderable distance,  there  being  only  two  regular  masons  in  Gort,  both  of  whom 
are  employed  by  the  contractor  for  raising  the  story  over  the  idiot  wards. 
In  fact,  it  was  almost  impossible  at  the  commencement  to  induce  any  person  to 
work  at  the  building ; the  extent  to  which  disease  had  spread  in  the  institution 
making  almost  every  one  fearful  of  coming  into  it.  And  even  now,  we  find 
some  difficulty  in  prevailing  on  tradesmen  to  go  into  the  hospital  department 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  our  arrangements  for  ventilation. 

The  clerk  of  works,  on  whose  judgment  in  these  matters  we  place  great 
reliance,  states  that  the  rate  of  payment  is  only  reasonable,  and  that  a very 
fair  amount  of  work  is  performed. 

We  have  now,  in  conclusion,  only  to  express  our  hope  that  the  explanations 
we  have  given  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  Commissioners.  As  a proof  that  our 
proceedings  are  approved  of  by  some  at  least  of  the  late  board,  we  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  the  entry  made  on  the  visitors’  book  at  the  workhouse,  by  Captain 
Shaw  Taylor,  late  chairman,  and  Mr.  Hunt,  deputy  vice-chairman,  a copy  of 
which  we  furnished  with  our  last  weekly  report  of  the  3rd  instant,  and  to  the 
following  entry  which  has  been  made  in  the  visitors’  book,  by  Mr.  A.  Alexander, 
who  appears  to  have  seconded  the  third  resolution  at  the  meeting  of  the  late 
Guardians : — 

“ I find,  on  examining,  the  state  of  the  house  does  great  credit  to  the  Vice-Guardians ; 
“ and  what  money  they  have  laid  out  towards  building  will  be  a great  saving  to  the 
“ Union. 

“2nd  June,  1848. 

“ (Signed,)  A.  Alexander,  late  Guardian .” 


The  Commissioners  to  Lord  Gort  : — June  13, 1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  resolutions 
received  from  your  lordship  on  the  6th  instant,  which  were  passed  on  the  27th 
ultimo  at  a meeting  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Gort  Union. 

On  receiving  these  resolutions  the  Commissioners  requested  the  Vice- 
Guardians  of  the  Gort  Union  to  furnish  them  with  their  observations  thereon, 
especially  with  reference  to  the  resolutions  regarding  the  expenditure  of  the 
Union  funds  in  the  erection  of  temporary  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of 
destitute  poor  persons,  and  the  cost  of  a boundary  wall  constructed  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  have  been  furnished  with  the  explanation  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  which  they  now  proceed  to  give  in  detail  for  the  information  of 
your  lordship  and  the  gentlemen  who  attended  the  meeting  referred  to. 

First — As  regards  the  alleged  want  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  when  a deputation  from  the  meeting  waited  upon  them,  the  Vice- 
Guardians  affirm  that  their  reply  to  the  deputation  to  the  effect,  that  they 
« considered,  under  all  the  circumstances,  that  their  explanation  should  be 
“ made  through  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  by  whom  they  were  appointed, 
“ and  to  whom  they  were  responsible,”  was  made  in  the  most  respectful  manner 
possible;  and  they  utterly  disclaim  the  intention  or  desire  of  offering  any 
discourtesy  to  the  deputation.  They  state  further,  that  they  feared  that  uu- 
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pleasant  language  might  be  made  use  of,  in  the  event  of  their  entering  into  a dis- 
cussion with  the  deputation,  involving  the  necessity  of  a reference0  to  matters 
on  which  strong  feelings  are  stated  to  be  entertained  by  many  persons ; and 
that  they  considered  it  better  that  their  reply  should  be  made  in  writhin',  through 
the  Commissioners.  ° 

With  regard  to  the  resolution,  “that  the  expenditure  of  the  money  levied  to 
“ support  the  poor  in  useless  wooden  buildings,  upon  ground  of  which  there  is 
“ only  a lease  of  one  life,  is  a profligate  waste  of  the  funds  of  the  Union  and 
“ if  persevered  in,  must  not  only  destroy  the  large  proprietors,  but  reduce  many 
“ of  the  present  ratepayers  to  the  condition  of  paupers,  and  oblige  them  to 
“ seek  relief  in  the  house  towards  the  maintenance  of  which  they  have  hitherto 
“ contributed.’’  The  Vice-Guardians  state,  that  on  their  arrival  at  Gort  they 
found  nearly  300  sick  persons  in  the  house,  many  of  them  both  fever  and 
dysentery  cases ; that  two  and  three  were  in  a bed,  and  that  in  the  idiot  wards 
they  found  persons  in  dysentery  lying  five  or  six  in  a bed— there  beiim-  57  or  58 
cases  of  this  disease  placed  in  that  portion  of  the  building  which”  was  only 
intended  for  12  inmates.  They  further  observe  that  there  was  no  separate 
arrangement  for  cooking  or  washing,  and  that  the  communication  from  the 
hospital  to  the  other  parts  of  the  house  was  constant  and  unobstructed. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Vice-Guardians  remark  that  the  spread  of  disease 
was  most  alarming,  and  the  mortality  in  the  workhouse  was  excessive.  In  order 
to  enable  the  Vice-Guardians  to  place  the  institution  in  a sanitary  condition  and 
to  give  those  who  remained  a fair  chance  of  recovery  from  sickness  or  escape 
from  the  contagion,  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  discharging  a considerable 
number  of  aged,  infirm,  and  impotent  persons,  with  widows  and  other  women 
having  children ; retaining  only  in  the  house,  able-bodied  men  and  their  families 
single  able-bodied  women  with  the  sick,  and  such  cases  of  chronic  disease  together 
with  orphans,  as  could  not  be  properly  provided  for  outside.  They  state  that  appli- 
cations for  relief  continued  to  increase,  both  from  the  able-bodied  and  from 
persons  labouring  under  sickness ; and  that  the  appearance  of  both  classes  indicated 
very  great  distress  and  privation.  And  as  the  introduction  into  tile  workhouse 
of  any  greater  number  of  inmates,  either  healthy  or  diseased,  would  iiave  been 
attended  with  increased  sickness  and  mortality,  the  Vice-Guardians  wore  under 
the  necessity  of  giving  out-door  relief  to  a considerable  extent  to  the  able-bodied 
m food  and  in  cash  and  food  to  the  sick.  They  state  that  the  number  of  the 
latter  class  was  constantly  increasing  from  the  spread  of  contagion  consequent  oil 
their  being  located  over  the  country— from  the  nature  of  the  food  of  the  lower 
classes,  principally  turnips— and  from  the  hardships  which  many  of  them  endured 
by^avmg  to  leave  their  cabins,  many  of  which  were  in  jiroccss  of  demolition. 

1 he  Vice-Guardians  state  further,  that  eases  occurred  almost  daily  where  per- 
sons labouring  under  fever  or  dysentery  were  discovered  lying  on  the  streets,  or 
iSif  e.*  J'S  roads\?nd  that  in  some  ™tMiccs  p°rsolls  in  this  state 
-r  4 ne  gate  of  ‘)le workhouse : those  cases  they  were  obliged  to  admit 
whero +h"'  °t  d^cnse  ; and  they  were  also  under  the  necessity  of  admitting  cases 
where  the  entile  family  or  the  principal  members  were  labouring  under  disease, 
and  where  there  was  no  person  to  attend  the  sick  parties 

the  1,0  J ICe'Gua!'dif S.  ?ate  tbat  they  had  thus  always  a large  number  of  sick  in 
t »t  „o!  ’ f “ fao1t,tl;ai1  tlle  extent  of  accommodation  was  sufficient  for,  yet 
that  none  of  them  could  be  properly  or  safely  provided  for  outside. 

either  t Stf 6 ‘h?  Vice-Guardians  had  the  choice  of  two  courses— 

either  to  extend  the  administration  of  out-door  relief  to  all  applicants  who 
aEuftfekt^  destltute’  h0*  the  healthy  and  the  sick,  or  to  provide  proper 
*“d  sf  cient  accommodation  for  the  sick,  and  to  render  the  workhouse  available 
as  a test  foi  the  destitution  of  the  able-bodied.  They  adopted  the  latter  alter- 
w"’  , asa. gelded  course  was  requisite,  both  to  stay  the  progress  of 

the  w!,.fhnm°  h y’  “5?.*0  enable  the  Vice-Guardians  to  offer  adiissfon  into 
was  Tees a condlt10"  of  receiving  relief,  where  this  test  of  destitution 
th!f  n „ n 3’’  they  propose d to  remove  all  the  sick,  with  the  hospital  staff,  from 
,,0US^  and’  .as  .they  could  not  obtain  any  existing  building  for  the 
notS  ry  dffite-rm!n?cl  t0,  ere.ct  temPorary  sheds  for  300  persons,  which  would 
ontVrfp  riSUffiC!?nt  f01’  f i®  S!ck  “ the  house’  but  also  for  diseased  persons 
rplipf  in  ro\l0111f  ie/  d otherwise  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  giving 
datinn  nf  u L They  °bfrve  that,  by  this  course,  the  entire  accommo- 

workhouse  would  be  available  for  healthy  inmates,  the  danger  of 
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the  spread  of  disease  in  the  house  would  be  avoided,  the  necessity  for  giving  cash  ^ort  Union, 
payments  to  the  sick  and  allowances  of  food  to  their  attendants  would  be 
obviated,  and  that  they  would  thereby  be  enabled  to  give  admission  to  many 
families  who,  having  surrendered  their  lands  and  houses,  are  either  wandering 
about  the  Union  or  located  in  temporary  huts,  which  afford  neither  shelter  nor 
security.  It  appears  that  one  of  the  sheds  for  fifty  persons  is  already  completed 
and  occupied ; and  that,  by  the  arrangements  made  for  providing  further  venti- 
lation in  the  workhouse,  the  Vice-Guardians  have  been  enabled  to  apply  the 
workhouse  test  to  many  of  those  who  were  previously  receiving  out-relief.  And 
■ they  state  that,  although  they  have  increased  the  daily  quantity  of  food  for  the 
able-bodied  employed  at  stone-breaking,  &c.,  in  conformity  with  the  suggestion 
of  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  and  also  the  weekly  rations  of  several  families 
to  whom  an  insufficient  quantity  had  been  heretofore  allowed,  yet  very  consider- 
able reduction  has  been  effected  in  the  total  weekly  amount  of  out-relief. 

Between  the  reduction  in  the  price  of  Indian  meal  and  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  recipients  the  account  for  the  eight  weeks  ended  on  the  27th  ultimo 
stands  as  follows  : — 


Week  ended  the  8th  April 


do. 

15th 

do. 

22nd 

do. 

29th 

do. 

6th 

do. 

13th 

do. 

20th 

do. 

27th 

.£349  8 If 
. 346  5 10J 
. 297  0 If 
. 282  11  3 
. 275  6 114 
. 259  18  11 
. 237  10  6 
. 225  0 11 


When  the  remaining  sheds  shall  have  been  completed  and  the  additional 
rooms  erected  over  the  idiot  wards  at  the  workhouse,  the  Vice-Guardians  expect 
to  be  able  to  effect  a further  considerable  reduction ; and  they  state,  that  they 
believe  that,  in  two  months  after  all  the  arrangements  are  completed,  it  will  be 
shown  that  their  entire  cost  will  have  been  saved  to  the  Union  in  the  difference 
between  the  then  amount  of  out-relief  and  what  would  otherwise  have  been 
necessary,  independently  of  the  vast  saving  of  human  life  which  will  be  effected 
by  the  proper  treatment  of  the  sick  in  the  sheds. 

It  appears  that  there  are  1,445  persons  in  the  workhouse  and  its  auxiliary 
establishments,  of  whom  257  are  sick,  who  cannot  be  properly  relieved  outside, 
and  that  the  remaining  1,188  are  almost  entirely  healthy  young  persons ; and 
the  Vice-Guardians  state,  that  were  they  to  refuse  admission  to  any  able-bodied 
applicant,  an  enormously  increased  demand  would  be  immediately  made  on  them 
for  out-relief,  which,  with  the  applications  from  the  families  of  persons  holding- 
land,  would  soon  amount  to  more  than  could  be  regularly  met  by  the  poor 
rates. 

With  regard  to  the  statement  in  the  resolution  to  the  effect  that  there  is  only  a 
lease  for  one  life  of  the  land  on  which  the  sheds  are  erected,  the  Vice-Guardians 
state  that  they  have  seen  the  lease  which  is  for  21  years  and  one  life  from  the 
25th  of  March,  1831,  so  that  besides  the  life  which  is  still  in  existence  there  are 
four  years  to  run  from  the  25th  of  March  last ; and  it  is  a part  of  their  agree- 
ment that  they  may  remove  the  sheds  at  any  time  they  think  proper  to  do  so. 

They  state  further,  that  the  necessity  for  the  sheds  at  Kinvarra  is  proved  by 
there  being  now  53  patients  in  the  existing  building,  which  can  properly  accom- 
modate but  46 — while  fever  is  increasing  and  the  number  of  applicants  waiting 
for  an  opportunity  of  being  admitted  is  becoming  daily  greater. 

With  respect  to  the  resolution,  “ That  it  appears  by  documents  laid  before  the 
“ meeting  that  much  of  the  work  now  going  on  is  not  by  advertised  contracts  as 
“ required  by  law,  it  consequently  is  done  in  a most  expensive  manner — one  wall 
“ costing  fifteen  shillings  a perch,  the  usual  price  of  which  is  about  six  shillings, 
“ and  another  costing  nine  shillings  and  eleven  pence  per  perch,  although  the 
“ price  in  the  neighbourhood  is  from  one  shilling  to  one  shilling  and  three  pence;” 
the  Vice-Guardians  state  that  they  believe  this  resolution  refers  to  a portion  of 
the  wall  of  the  cemetery,  for  the  erection  of  which  at  the  rate  stated  they  have 
made  a contract.  They  state  that  they  twice  caused  notices  to  be  posted  in  the 
town  of  Gort  for  tenders  for  executing  the  work ; that  on  both  occasions  they 
received  several  proposals  which  they  considered  too  high,  being  from  17s.  to  21s. 
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the  perch;  and  that  then,  being  anxious  to  have  the  ground  fenced  in  in  order 
that  they  might  be  able  to  discontinue  the  objectionable  practice  of  burying 
on  the  workhouse  site,  they  had  the  parties  before  them  and,  after  a great  deal 
of  difficulty,  made  an  agreement  with  one  of  them  to  build  the  wall  adjoining  the 

road,  and  for  a short  distance  at  either  end,  for  15s.  the  perch  of  twenty-one  feet 

the  contractor  providing  all  materials  and  workmanship.  It  appears  that  the 
remainder  of  the  wall  was  erected  by  persons  receiving  out-door  relief,  without 
any  expense  to  the  Union  except  for  the  powder  which  was  used  in  blastino-. 
They  observe  that  their  anxiety  regarding  the  wall  adjoining  the  road  was  caused 
by  the  Hon.  Major  Vereker  having  required  that  a proper  boundary  similar  to 
that  on  the  next  farm  should  be  made,  and  they  considered  it  bettor  to  have  the 
work  properly  executed  by  a contractor  than  to  run  the  risk  which  would  have 
been  incurred  by  the  employment  of  the  persons  getting  out-relief  on  this  part 
of  the  works.  They  state  further  that  when  they  posted  notices  for  tenders  for 
supplying  stones  for  the  wall,  10.s\  the  perch  for  this  portion  of  the  materials  alone 
was  required;  and  that  although  they  offered  15s.  a perch  for  building  the  wall 
to  a person  who  brought  them  a very  high  character  from  Major  Vereker,  he 
refused  to  do  it  for  less  than  lGs.  It  appears  that  the  wall  is  from  seven  to  eight 
feet  high  from  the  foundation  to  the  horizontal  coping  course — that  it  is  about 
two  feet  thick  on  the  average,  built  dry,  and  rough  plastered  on  the  outside,  with 
rough  projecting  stones  at  top.  The  contractor  provides  all  materials,  workman- 
ship, and  attendance,  and  is  bound  to  see  that  the  work  bo  properly  executed. 

The  Vice-Guardians  state  that  they  are  not  paying  for  any  work  at  the  rate  of 
Os.  lid.  the  perch  ; and  that  the  men  employed  at  raising  the  yard  walls,  making 
openings,  and  executing  ventilators  in  the  workhouse  and  hospital,  erecting  a 
bakehouse  and  setting  hot  plates,  making  openings  for  lights  and  placing  windows, 
and  covering  in  the  sewers,  are  paid  by  the  day  from  Is.  8d.  up  to  3s. ; the  latter 
sum  being  paid  only  to  masons  of  the  best  description,  for  whom  they  had  to  send 
a considerable  distance,  there  being  only  two  regular  masons  in  Gort,  both  of 
whom  are  employed  by  the  contractor  for  raising  the  story  over  the  idiot  wards. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  desire  me  to  assure  your  lordship  that  the 
general  course  of  management  pursued  by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Gort  Union,  as 
detailed  in  this  letter,  is  in  accordance  with  the  Commissioners’  instructions,  and 
appears  to  the  Commissioners  to  be  founded  on  the  soundest  principles  of  poor 
law  administration.  The  Commissioners  much  regret  that  any  misunderstanding 
should  have  arisen  between  the  Vice-Guardians  and  any  of  the  ratepayers ; and 
the  Commissioners  are  convinced  that  the  Vice-Guardians  had  no  intention  to 
give  offence  to  any  one.  At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  feel  confident 
that  your  lordship  and  the  other  members  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  will 
afford  that  support  to  the  Vice-Guardians  in  the  discharge  of  their  onerous  duties 
which  is  so  particularly  called  for  in  the  difficult  circumstances  wherein  they  are 
placed,  with  great  destitution  existing  in  parts  of  Gort  Union,  and  with  the  finances 
of  the  Union  in  a state  of  considerable  embarrassment. 


Viscount  Gort  to  the  Commissioners,  in  reply  : — June  16,  1848. 

. , I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  report  which  you  sent  me  con- 
taining the  explanation  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Gort  Union,  relative  to 
some  resolutions  passed  at  a meeting  of  some  members  of  the  late  board.  When 
I return  early  next  week  to  the.  country,  I shall  lose  no  time  in  submitting  the 
report  for  their  consideration ; in  the  meantime  I think  I may  say  that  the 
object  of  the  meeting,  in  the  first  instance,  was  not  in  any  way  to  embarrass  the 
Vice-Guardians,  but  merely  to  protect  their  own  properties  and  the  property  of 
the  ratepayers  in  general. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Nagle  to  the  Commissioners: — June  17,  1848. 

By  desire  of  the  meeting  I hereby  forward  the  accompanying  resolutions, 
and  request  you  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  laying  them  before  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners. 

Enclosure  in  foregoing. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergymen  of  the  Gort  Union,  held  on  the 
13th  instant,  at  Kiuvarra,  to  take  into  consideration  the  working  of  the  Act  for  the  Relief 
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of  the  destitute  poor  within  this  Union — the 
following  clergymen  being  present : — 

Very  Eev.  Mr.  Nagle,  P.P.,  and  V. 
Michael  O’Shaughnessy,  P.P., 
Michael  Nelly,  P.P., 

John  Ford,  P.P., 

Thomas  Kelly,  P.P., 

Francis  Arthur,  P.P., 


Eight  Eev.  Dr.  Ffrench  in  the  chair;  the 

, Timothy  Shannon,  P.P., 

Martin  Kelly,  C.C., 

Daniel  Garrahy,  C.C., 

Patrick  Tully,  C.C., 

Patrick  Byrne,  Administrator ; 


after  minutely  considering  the  various  operations  of  the  Poor  Law  Act  for  the  last  four 
months,  as  administered  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  Messrs.  Dunne  and  Hall,  we  unanimously 
agree  to  the  following  resolutions : — 

Resolved — That  the  greatest  satisfaction  has  been  given  in  the  different  parishes  of  this 
Union,  and  a due  regard  to  proper  economy  observed  in  the  administration  of  out-door 
relief. 

Resolved — That  we  highly  approve  of  the  manner  the  workhouse  is  conducted  under 
most  trying  and  difficult  circumstances,  from  its  crowded  state  ; that  order,  cleanliness,  and 
a proper  dietary,  are  strictly  attended  to ; the  management  of  the  schools  also  merits  our 
approval. 

Resolved — That  our  best  thanks  are  justly  due,  and  are  hereby  given,  to  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  for  their  sanctioning  the  erection  of  fever  sheds  within  the  Union,  which 
has  not  alone  afforded  increase  of  accommodation,  so  much  required  at  this  period,  but  also 
the  removal  of  contagious  disease  to  a proper  distance  from  the  workhouse. 

Resolved — That  we  feel  grateful  to  the  Commissioners  for  their  selection  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  of  this  Union,  as  nothing  can  exceed  them  unceasing  exertions  for  the  due  and 
legitimate  administration  of  the  law;  and  we  hereby  pledge  ourselves  to  render  them  every 
assistance  in  our  power  to  carry  out,  in  its  integrity,  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

Resolved — That  feeling  as  we  do  the  greatest  satisfaction  at  the  past,  we  cannot  but 
look  forward  with  well-grounded  apprehension  to  the  future  resources  available  iu  this 
Union  for  the  maintenance  of  so  dense  a pauper  population,  seeing  within  our  several 
parishes  vast  tracts  of  waste  and  uncultivated  lands,  and  the  occupying  tenant  (generallv 
speaking),  unprepared  until  harvest,  to  meet  a further  rate. 

Resolved — That  our  secretary,  the  Very  Eev.  Mr.  Nagle  be  requested  to  forward  the 
above  resolutions  to  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  law  for  the  relief  of  the 
destitute  poor  in  Ireland. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  meeting, 

►p  Edmond  Ffrench,  D.D.,  Chairman 
Michael  Nagle,  V.G.,  Sewetary. 


Gort  Union. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nagle,  in  reply : — June  20, 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  17th  instant,  forwarding  a copy  of  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergymen  of  the  Gort  Union,  at  a meeting  held  by  them  on  the 
13th  instant ; and  I am  to  state  that  the  attention  of  Government  will  be  drawn 
to  the  resolution  respecting  waste  lands  in  the  Union — having  reference  to  the 
Land  Improvement  Act. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — June  24,  1848. 

We  have  to  report  for  the  present  week  as  follows : — The  amount  of  rate 
lodged  with  the  treasurer,  by  the  collectors,  is  about  £240.  The  difficulty  in 
enforcing  the  payment  of  the  rate  by  distress  is  becoming  daily  greater,  as 
scarcely  in  any  instance  are  cattle  of  any  description  allowed  to  remain  on  lands, 
of  which  the  rate  is  due,  in  the  day-time.  We  have  issued  a large  number  of 
civil  bill  processes  against  defaulters,  which  we  consider  a better  course  in  some 
instances  than  proceeding  by  summons.  We  can  have  the  decree  either  against 
the  body  or  goods  of  the  defendant  as  from  the  circumstances  of  the  respective 
cases  may  appear  most  expedient. 

On  the  23rd  inst.,  Mr.  F.  Gibbons,  Poor  Law  Inspector  of  this  Union,  handed  us 
bank  post  bills  for  £1,000,  advanced  by  the  British  Relief  Association  as  a loan,  for 
providing  additional  hospital  accommodation  and  for  properly  ventilating  the 
workhouse,  which  sum  we  have  on  this  day  paid  to  the  treasurer  at  Loughreato 
the  credit  of  the  Gort  Union.  Were  it  not  for  this  seasonable  relief  we  much 
fear  we  should  not  only  have  had  to  suspend  our  proceedings  for  completing 
the  temporary  hospitals  at  Gort  and  at  K invar ra,  but  also  that  we  should  have 
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Gort  Union.  been  reluctantly  compelled  to  give  up  our  Indian  meal  contract  from  inability 
to  make  payments  at  the  periods  agreed  on. 

W e regret  to  have  to  observe  that  destitution  is  increasing,  and  the  number  of 
persons  who  must  depend  on  poor  law  relief  for  support  during  the  next  two 
months  is  daily  becoming  greater.  This  is  caused  in  many  instances  by  the  poor 
people  having  exhausted  every  possible  means  at  their  disposal  to  enable  them 
to  set  a few  potatoes ; and  also  by  the  recent  cessation  of  drainage  operations  in 
certain  parts  of  this  Union,  by  which  a large  number  of  labourers  and  small 
farmers  have  been  thrown  out  of  employment,  many  of  whom  must  be  relieved 
by  us. 

Although  we  have,  by  the  completion  of  additional  portions  of  the  temporary 
sheds  at  Gort,  been  enabled  to  remove  150  sick  persons  thereto  from  the  work- 
house,  and  thereby  provided  increased  accommodation  in  the  workhouse  itself 
for  the  able-bodied,  of  whom  we  have  admitted  several  during  the  week,  and 
have  thus  increased  the  number  of  paupers  in  the  workhouse  and  its  auxiliaries 
to  1,763 ; yet  we  have  been  obliged  to  order  out-relief  for  many  applicants,  as 
we  are  fearful  of  the  consequence  of  adding  to  the  above.number  of  inmates  until 
greater  space  is  available. 

The  shed  at  Kinvarra  is  not  yet  ready ; but  now,  as  we  shall  be  in  a position 
to  make  advances  to  the  contractor,  we  expect  it  will  soon  be  completed,  and 
be  available  for  the  numerous  cases  of  fever  and  dysentery  which  exist  in  that 
district. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  house  is  progressing  favourably  considering 
the  great  number  of  inmates,  and  that  several  of  the  recent  admissions  are 
attacked  with  disease  very  soon  after  they  come  into  the  house  ; besides  which, 
we  now  admit  all  cases  of  fever  and  dysentery  which  cannot  be  properly  treated 
and  attended  to  outside.  The  number  of  sick  noAv  on  the  books  is  258,  and  of 
deaths  during  the  week,  16.  Measles  is  beginning  to  show  itself  among  the 
children  and  young  persons. 

The  improvement  in  the  sanitary  state  of  the  district  surrounding  Gort, 
generally,  is  proved  by  the  following  gratifying  fact,  announced  to  us  by  the 
Rey.  Mr.  Nagle,  treasurer  to  the  Relief  Committee,  that  the  number  of  appli- 
cations for  coffins  for  poor  persons  dying  of  fever  or  other  contagious  disease  in 
his  district,  in  the  month  ended  the  20th  instant,  was  less  by  more  than  onc-half 
than  in  the  previous  month  ended  the  20th  May.  This  favourable  result 
may  very  probably  be  attributed  to  our  having  been  enabled,  in  the  course  of 
the  revision  of  the  relieving  officers’  books,  to  order  a sufficient  quantity  of  food 
for  those  who  were  previously  endeavouring  to  exist  on  what  was  called  half- 
rations, and  to  the  extended  accommodation  which  has  been  provided  by 
means  of  the  additional  temporary  sheds  for  the  proper  treatment  of  persons 
suffering  from  contagious  disease;  into  which,  although  as  yet  only  in  part 
completed,  we  have  been  enabled  to  admit  many  who  would  otherwise  have  to 
remain  in  their  own  cabins,  deprived  of  medical  relief  and  of  the  care  and 
attention  essential  in  cases  of  this  nature,  and  the  mortality  would  in  consequence 
be  much  greater  than  it  has  been. 

Adverting  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  accompanying  a copy  of  reso- 
lutions passed  at  a meeting  of  the  late  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Gort  Union 
on  the  27th  ultimo,  we  beg  to  annex  a note  handed  to  us  by  Mr.  Alexander, 
who  is  stated  to  have  seconded  the  third  resolution  on  the  occasion  referred  to. 
We  have  also  to  observe  that  we  cannot  learn  that  Mr.  G.  Bell,  who  is  reported 
to  have  seconded  the  second  resolution,  was  at  any  time  a guardian  of  the  Gort 
Union. 


Enclosure, 

Mr.  Alexander  to  the  Vice-Guardians': — June  23,  1848. 

. Having  heard  with  much  surprise  that  a memorial  or  petition  had  been  sent  to  the 
Commissioners  stating  that  I proposed  a resolution,  I strongly  deny  having  put  my  name 
to  any  document  that  might  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  either  for  or 
against  the  Gort  Guardians.  I was  called  on  to  attend  a meeting  held  at  the  Gort  court- 
house, and  no  resolution  proposed  there.  My  Lord  Gort  had  stated  that  £2,500  had  been 
expended  m building  fever  sheds— I replied,  the  country  could  not  afford  to  pay  it.  After 
-Cfino  ^ conyersation  with  Mr.  Dunne,  the  Vice-  Guardian,  who  told  me  it  only  cost  about 
00.  Ithen  went  to  look  at  the  house,  and  stated  my  opinion  in  the  visitors’  book ; as 
was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  order  and  regularity  of  the  house,  and  consider  the  fever 
sheas  will  be  great  saving  to  the  country. 
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Mr.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners  : — July  21,  1848.  Gort  Union. 

I beg  to  inform  you  that  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  contained  in 
your  letter  dated  the  8th  June,  I proceeded  to  Gort,  as  soon  after  my  return  to 
my  district  as  circumstances  permitted,  and  have  made  a searching  inquiry  into 
the  expenditure  of  the  Union,  and  into  the  manner  in  which  the  out-door  relief 
is  administered  by  the  Vice-Guardians. 

The  course  which  I adopted  in  this  inquiry  as  the  most  complete,  was  to 
classify  the  total  amount  of  expenditure  contracted  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  into 
several  distinct  heads,  and  to  consider  each  separately,  both  with  reference  to  the 
sums  disbursed  and  the  system  adopted  for  detecting  fraud  or  abuse  in  their 
application. 

I shall  now  proceed  to  communicate  the  result  of  my  inquiry : — 

. Tlie  total  expenditure  incurred  by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Gort  Union 
since  their  arrival  on  the  29th  February,  up  to  the  1st  July,  amounting  to 
£10,186  5s.  4 d.,  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  return  (A),  and  may  be  classified 
under  the  following  heads : — p 7 

. ° £ s.  a. 

Provisions  for  in-door  relief,  . . . 1,921  17  61 

Bedding  and  Clothing,  . . . 416  15  2* 

Establishment  charges,  ....  366  18  0£ 

Provisions  for  out-door  relief,  . . . 5,094  12  6 2 

Fever  hospital  Committees,  . . . 249  3 3 

Collectors’  poundage,  ....  420  15  0 

Officers’  salaries,  including  Vice-Guardians,  . 594  4 9 

Rent,  . . . . . 42  0 0 

Enlargement  of  Workhouse  (incurred),  Ventilation,  i , ' 

Fever  sheds,  &c.,  . . . /}  98o  4 1£ 

Fever  shed  at  Kinvarra,  ....  140  0 0 

£10,186  5 4£ 

to  which  may  be  added  about  £641  required  to  complete  the  buildings  com- 
menced. ° 

In  order  to  judge  how  far  the  first  of  these  sums  was  economically  adminis- 
tered for  the  support  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
refer  to  the  numbers  relieved  in  the  workhouse  and  hospital  respectively,  and 
the  description  of  dietary  in  use.  By  reference  to  the  workhouse  books,  it  appears 
that  the  number  of  inmates  has  gradually  increased  from  1,073,  on  the  first  week 
of  the  Vice-Guardians’  arrival,  to  1,817,  on  the  1st  July;  whilst  the  number  in 
hospital  has  seldom  been  less  than  200,  and  sometimes  over  280.  In  consequence 
also  of  the  reduced  condition  of  many  of  the  poor  applying  for  relief,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  vary  the  dietary  from  Indian  meal  stirabout  to  the  more  expensive 
article  of  wheaten  bread,  and  to  introduce  a new  and  more  costly  scale  of  diet  in 
the  hospital.  Notwithstanding  the  increased  expense  thus  created,  it  will  be 
seen  by  the  enclosed  returns  (B),  of  the  expenses  incurred  on  this  head  during  the 
last  nine  weeks  of  the  administration  of  the  late  board;  and  a similar  return  from 
their  dissolution,  down  to  the  1st  July,  that  whilst  on  the  week  ending  the  26th 
February,  the  cost  of  maintaining  1,013  persons,  amounted  to  £116  9s.,  a num- 
ber nearly  equal  was  maintained  during  the  week  ended  20th  May,  for  £78  195.  Id., 
and  that  the  average  weekly  cost  during  the  first  period  for  each  inmate,  varied 
from  2s.  7d.,  to  Is.  Q\d.,  being  on  au  average,  2s.  1 \d.t  whilst  the  corresponding 
charge  under  the  management  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  varied  from  2s.  l^d.,  to 
Is.  6d.,  being  an  average  of  Is.  9f d.,  showing  a diminution  of  3ft?.,  on  the 
weekly  cost  of  each  inmate.  This  saving  I believe  to  have  been  caused  by  a 
greater  degree  of  vigilance  exercised  on  the  part  of  the  Vice-Guardians  in  the 
distribution  of  food,  and  by  the  reduction  they  were  enabled  to  effect  in  the  price 
of  two  of  the  most  important  articles  of  consumption — bread  and  milk.  Upon  this 
head,  therefore,  there  can  be  no  question  that  the  funds  of  the  Union  has  been 
economically  disbursed. 

The  second  and  third  heads  consist  of  necessary  clothing  for  the  increased 
number  of  persons  admitted  to  the  workhouse,  and  for  sundry  expenses,  as  well 
for  the  use  of  the  workhouse  as  for  the  due  arrangement  of  out-door  relief.  I 
have  carefully  examined  into  the  several  items  contained  in  these  two  heads,  and 
have  satisfied  myself  that  the  expenses  thus  incurred  were  both  necessary  for  the 
comfort  of  the  inmates  and  the  decent  support  of  the  establishment,  and  that 
the  articles  were  obtained  at  fair  and  reasonable  prices. 
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Gort  Union.  The  fourth  item  of  expenditure  consists  of  the  cost  of  provisions  for  the  sup- 
' port  of  the  poor  receiving  out-door  relief.  Upon  this  branch  a considerable 

saving  has  been  effected  by  the  favourable  contracts  for  Indian  meal  obtained 
by  the  Vice- Guardians.  The  constant  price  at  the  date  of  their  appointment 
was  £11  10.9.  per  ton  ; the  price  now  paid  is  only  £8  17.?.  Gd. ; and  the  weekly 
saving  in  this  article  alone,  calculated  upon  the  numbers  receiving  relief  for  the 
week  ending  7th  July,  amounts  to  £G5  55.  In  the  administration  of  this  relief, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  Vice-Guardians  have  used  every  means  for  restricting 
it  to  the  case  of  persons  whose  circumstances  entitle  them  to  assistance  from  the 
rates.  The  whole  of  the  out-door  relief  lists  have  been  carefully  revised  by  the 
relieving  officers,  under  the  direction  of  the  Vice-Guardians  themselves.  The 
workhouse  test  has  been  applied  as  extensively  as  was  possible,  and  the  Vice- 
Guardians  are  now  engaged  in  a personal  scrutiny  of  every  recipient  of  relief. 
Considering  the  extent  of  destitution  prevailing  in  this  Union,  the  number  of 
families  receiving  out-door  relief  appears  to  me  by  no  means  large  ; and  whether 
view’ed  with  reference  to  the  expense  incurred  in  procuring  provisions,  to  the 
scale  of  rations  allowed,  or  to  the  checks  imposed  upon  those  seeking  relief,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  administration  of  the  rates  has  been  conducted  by  the 
Vice-Guardians  with  great  care  and  economy. 

The  two  next  heads  of  expenditure  do  not  appear  to  call  for  observation.  The 
only  fever  hospital,  (except  that  at  the  workhouse),  was  established  by  the  late 
Committee  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  and  has  been  conducted  upon  the 
ordinary  scale  of  expenses  sanctioned  in  other  Unions,  and  existing  at  the  time  of 
the  dissolution  of  the  late  board. 

In  the  article  of  officers’  salaries  I do  not  find  that  any  considerable  addition 
has  been  made  by  the  Vice-Guardians  to  the  charge  authorized  by  the  late  board. 
No  increase  has  been  made  to  the  salaries  of  existing  officers,  and  but  few  new 
appointments  have  been  made.  The  aunexed  returns(C)  exhibit  the  present  staff 
of  officers  engaged  in  the  administration  of  relief  in  and  out  of  the  workhouse, 
distinguishing  any  new  appointments  made  by  the  Vice-Guardians.  It  will  be 
seen  that  these  are  limited  to  an  assistant  master,  two  wardsmen,  two  wards- 
women  for  the  workhouse,  and  nine  storekeepers  for  issuing  out-door  relief.  The 
first  appointments  were  rendered  necessary  by  the  increased  number  of  inmates, 
and  the  latter  by  the  introduction  of  a daily  issue  of  rations  which  the  relieving 
officers  themselves  were  unable  to  superintend.  The  salaries  allowed  by  the 
Vice-Guardians  have  in  each  case  been  moderate;  and  in  this  instance  also  I con- 
sider that  they  have  judiciously  administered  the  funds  of  the  Union. 

The  two  last  items  of  expenditure  are  those  upon  which  the  only  difference  of 
opinion  can  possibly  exist.  They  consist  of  certain  alterations  and  enlargements 
made  to  the  workhouse,  by  introducing  improved  ventilation,  by  raising  a story 
over  the  wings  of  the  infirmary,  and  by  the  erection  of  large  sheds  for  the  reception 
of  the  sick  on  a piece  of  ground  adjoining  the  workhouse.  In  considering  this 
subject  it  is  necessary  to  refer  to  the  state  of  the  workhouse  and  its  auxiliary 
building  when  the  Vice-Guardians  entered  upon  their  duties.  The  number  of 
inmates  amounted  to  about  1,020.  Fever  and  dysentery  prevailed  extensively, 
the  number  of  deaths  was  alarmingly  great,  and  the  hospital  accommodation  was 
confessedly  insufficient.  It  appeared  absolutely  necessary  to  take  prompt  mea- 
sures for  rendering  the  house  more  healthy,  and  increasing  the  space  devoted  to 
the  sick;  and  the  Vice-Guardians  at  once  resolved  to  erect  temporary  buildings  for 
the  reception  of  the  inmates  whilst  ventilation  was  carried  on,  and  the  required 
enlargement  made  to  the  hospital.  A piece  of  land  adjoining  the  workhouse 
containing  rather  more  than  two  statute  acres,  was  taken  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
0 Shaughnessy  for  a term  of  three  years  certain,  at  £8  per  acre ; and  an  agree- 
ment was  entered  into  for  enabling  the  Vice-Guardians,  at  the  expiration  of  their 
term,  to  remove  any  buildings  they  might  erect  thereon.  During  the  progress  of 
this  work  the  pressure  upou  the  Vice-Guardians  for  relief  continued  very  severe ; 
and  as  the  power  of  applying  the  workhouse  test  was  limited  by  the  size  of  the 
building,  it  was  determined  to  erect  a large  temporary  hospital,  and  to  devote  the 
whole  of  the  workhouse  to  the  reception  of  healthy  cases.  With  this  view  the 
sheds  were  enlarged  so  as  to  accommodate  400  or  500  persons,  and  a contract 
was  entered  into  for  the  purpose  at  a cost  of  about  £750  ; and  the  contract  for 
raising  the  wings  of  the  infirmary,  agreed  upon  by  the  late  board,  was  confirmed 
at  a cost  of  £405  ; whilst  the  ventilating  and  other  necessary  alterations  in  and 
about  the  workhouse  were  conducted  by  the  clerk  of  works.  The  total  cost  of 
additional  buildings  in  and  about  the  workhouse  is  as  follows 
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Raising  wings  of  infirmary, 
Temporary  hospital,  £750,  ] 
Additional  shed,  £117  10s., ) 
Building  bakehouse,  &c., 
Fever  sheds  at  Kinvarra,  . 


Total, 

I have  closely  looked  into  the  contracts  for  these  buildings  and  compared  them 
with  the  prices  allowed  in  other  Unions,  and  fixed,  by  your  architect  for  similar 
buildings,  and  am  of  opinion  that  they  are  of  the  most  favourable  kind.  The 
estimated  cost  of  such  sheds  as  are  here  built  is  stated -by  your  architect  at 
£l  10s.  per  foot,  whilst  the  price  here  paid  has  not  exceeded  £1  3s.  (id.  _ I have 
also  strictly  examined  the  clerk  of  the  works  both  as  to  the  contract  prices  and 
as  to  the  expense  of  the  works  executed  without  contract  under  his  superinten- 
dence, and  in  each  case  he  has  stated  his  opinion  to  be  that  the  prices  are  fair 
and  moderate.  I subjoin  a memorandum  of  his  answers  as  taken  down  by  me 
and  the  papers  and  accounts  to  which  he  refers.  I think  there  may  be  some  ques- 
tion whether  the  Vice-Guardians  have  acted  altogether  judiciously  in  incurring  so 
large  an  expense  as  £860  in  wooden  buildings,  temporary  in  their  nature,  and 
requiring  additional  cost  to  make  them  suitable  in  winter ; but  I have  no  sort  of 
doubt  that  the  buildings  have  been  erected  at  a fair  cost,  that  the  land  on  which 
they  stand  has  been  taken  upon  favourable  terms  for  the  Union,  and  that  the 
advantage  arising  from  them  rapid  erection  has  been  very  great,  by  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  afforded  of  putting  the  workhouse  test  into  extensive  operation,  and 
thereby  limiting  the  extent  of  relief. 

Taking  the  whole  amount  of  expenditure  as  made  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  stating  my  opinion  that  they  have  acted  with  prudence  and 
economy  in  the  administration  of  the  funds  of  the  Union  ; and  that  whilst  they 
have  afforded  relief  to  all  whose  cases  appeared  to  deserve  it,  they  have  used 
every  exertion  to  arrive  at  the  real  condition  of  all  parties,  and  have  administered 
relief  with  a due  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  ratepayers. 

In  conclusion,  I may  state  that  Lord  Gort,  who  attended  in  the  board-room 
during  my  examination  of  the  clerk  of  works,  expressed  himself  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  explanations  he  heard,  and  stated  that  the  “ documents  ” referred  to  in 
the  resolutions  of  the  meeting  over  which  he  presided  on  the  27th  May,  consisted 
of  a memorandum  handed  in  by  a builder  of  Gort,  whose  tender  it  appears  had 
been  rejected  by  the  Vice-Guardians  as  excessive. 


£405  0 0 
. 867  10  0 

. 284  10  0 
.210  0 0 

£1,767  0 0 


(A.) 

Financial  Return  during  the  management  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  from  the  29th  February, 
1848,  to  the  1st  July,  1848,  inclusive. 

£ s.  d. , £ s.  d.  | £ 

Amount  of  the  liabilities  of  tlie  Union,  29th  Feb.  1848,  . . | | 6,566  14  Ilf 

Subsequent  Liabilities. 

Provisions,  &c.  obtained  for  in-door  relief,  viz.  :• 

Bread, 

Meal, 

Rice, 

Oatmeal,  . 

Indian  Meal, 

New  Milk, 

Sour  Milk, 

Skimmed  Milk, 

Tea,  for  officers  and  sick, 

Sugar,  raw  and  loaf,  . 

Wine,  for  hospital, 

Pepper,  . 

Coffee, 

Salt, 

Turf, 

Candles,  dips  and  moulds, 

Soap, 

Starch, 

Flour  and  suet  for  hospital, 

Soda,  onions,  whiskey,  chickens, 
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6 

4 

180 

3 

6 

528 

16 

2| 

25 

10 

9 

28 

12 

•>i- 

7 

12 

8 

40 

7 

0 

10 

7 

0 

6 

11 

1 

32 

4 

19 

2 

3 

58 

7 

6| 

14 

9 

2 

1 

4 

1 

17 

8 

4 

13 

1 

15 

11 

Carry  forward, 
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Brought  forward,  . 


Twilled  calico,  . 


Men  and  boys’  caps, 

Drogheda  linen, 

Check,  .... 
Linsey-woolsey, 

Sacking  for  bed-ticks, 

Corduroy, 

Flannel, 

Thread,  tape,  canvas,  calico,  &c. 
Leather,  184J  lbs.  and  findings, 
Straw,  .... 
Wages,  making  materials  in  hou 
Blankets,  .... 
Coverlets, 

Handkerchiefs, 

Shoes,  men  and  women’s,  . 
Wool,  .... 


£ 

d. 

relief, 

. 5,094 

12 

6 

. 787  yards, 

. 22 

19 

1 

. 296  „ 

7 

7 

0 

. 500 

. 17 

4 

2 

. 4,000  „ 

. 133 

6 

8 

500  „ 

. 12 

10 

3 

500  „ 

. 21 

15 

5 

500  „ 

. 14 

11 

8 

300  „ 

. 15 

0 

0 

. 569  „ 

. 24 

13 

6 

. 13 

5 

4 

. 12 

2 

10 

. 18  tons, 

. 17 

14 

9 

se, 

6 

7 

114 

. 70  pair, 

. 35 

18 

6 

. 297  . 

. 25 

11 

5 

257  . 

7 

7 

0 

136  pair, 

. 23 

15 

5 

11  stones, 

5 

4 

6 

Of  the  materials  got  in  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  there  have  been 
manufactured : — 


41  girls’  linsey  petticoats, 

71  pair  men’s  shoes, 

9 pair  women’s  „ 

145  pair  men’s  socks, 

144  pair  women’s  „ 

142  twilled  calico  bed-gowns, 
96  „ petticoals, 

81  bed-ticks, 

7 pair  blankets, 

not  yet  made  up : — 

I 80  yards  canvas, 

27  „ ticken, 

I 10  lb.  of  wool. 


380  linen  sheets, 

178  men’s  shirts, 

242  boys’  do., 

464  women’s  shifts, 

216  girls’  do., 

300  women’s  caps, 

' 323  women’s  check  aprons, 

150  girls’  „ covers, 

161  women’s  flannel  petticoats, 

140  „ linsey  „ 

Materials  got  by  Vice-Guardians, 

300  yards  corduroy, 

25  „ Drogheda  linen, 

210  „ twilled  calico, 

The  following  materials  were  in  the  workhouse  on  the  29th  February, 
and  were  made  up  as  follows : — 

439  yards  Bengal  stripe,  made  1 34  girls’  frocks, 

96  „ flannel,  made  34  women’s  petticoats, 

295  „ check,  made  218  aprons, 

400  „ twilled  calico,  made  133  bed-gowns, 

328  „ Drogheda  linen,  made  103  men’s  shirts, 

328  „ „ „ 47  boy’s  „ 

435  „ corduroy,  made  105  boys’  suits, 

435  „ . „ made  9 pairs  men’s  trowsers, 

340  „ linsey-woolsey,  made  113  women’s  petticoats, 

One  piece  Bengal  stripe  still  in  store. 

Establishment  charges,  viz. : — 

School  books  and  requisites,  .... 

Lasts,  aprons,  seals,  and  implements  for  tradesmen, 
Earthenware,  glass,  &c.,  ... 

Beams,  weights,  and  scales, 

Wool-cards,  12s.  IOcZ.  ; spoons,  £3,  . 

Saucepans,  14s.  2d.  ; brushes,  £1  5s.  2d., 

Bell  to  board-room,  10s. ; bedstead,  15s.  . 

Hopes  and  lines,  18s. ; brooms,  £1  13s.  M., 

Lime,  £5  11s.  id. ; books  provided,  £1  17s. 

Rent,  meal  store,  19s.  2d. ; posting  rate,  5s., 

Wages,  shoemaker,  £5  4s.  Id. ; tailor,  £4  19s., 

„ sempstress,  £1  2s. ; wardmaster,  £1  7s.  id., 

Paving  558  square  yards  in  probationary  yards, 
kitchen  yard,  washhouse  yard,  passages  and 
channels ; finding  materials,  and  attendance,  at 

5d.  per  yard, 11  12 

Hire  for  drawing  water,  £3  2s.  ; deceased  paupers, 

_ 14*->  • 3 16 

Carnage,  sundries,  £1  13s.  9 d. ; straw,  16s.  8 d,, . 2 10 

Repairs,  waterworks,  £4  8s. ; ironworks,  £1  17s.  6cZ.,  6 5 
„ roof  slating,  £4  10s.;  car,  6s.  6 d.,  . 4 16 

„ sundries,  £1  2s.  9 d.,  . . . . 12 


£ s.  d. 

9 15  0 
4 0 4 
1 18  1 
3 16  0 
3 12  10 

1 19  4 

15  0 

2 11  6 
7 8 4 
.14  2 

10  3 7 
2 9 4 


Carry  forward, 


7 2 
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5,094  12  6 
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Brought  forward,  ....  80  7 2 

Establishment : — continued. 

14  Spinning-wheels,  £2  9s. ; 60  spades,  £7  3s.  lOd,  9 12  10 

36  Shovels,  £3  ; 24  buckets,  £2  14s.,  . . 5 14  0 

216  Zinc  chamber  utensils,  . . . . 18  0 0 

Paid  on  account  of  cemetery  wall,  . . . 13  12  0 

Carriage  of  meal  to  depots,  . . . .519 

„ of  paupers  to  workhouse,  . . . 2 13  3 

Charge  on  account  of  law  expenses,  . . . 20  0 0 

„ on  account  of  bedsteads,  tables,  forms,  . 6 0 0 


Charge  on  sundry  necessaries,  implements,  utensils, 
furniture,  towels,  repairs,  oil,  whiting,  blacking’ 
brick,  &c., 

Tin-work — platters,  tins,  measures,  scoops  for  out- 
relief,  sconces,  candlesticks,  tea-pots,  kettles,  Sec., 

Medicine  and  appliances,  .... 

Printing  and  stationery — Kelly,  Louglirea, 

» „ — Thom,  Dublin, 

Advertisements,  ..... 

Beams  and  weights,  for  out-relief  depots, 

Expenses  on  account  Kinvarra  Fever  Hospital, 

„ for  coffins,  Kinvarra  district, 

„ „ Gort  district, 

Expenses  for  coffins  for  in-door  paupers, 

Collectors’  poundage,  .... 

Salaries,  including  all  officers,  in  and  out,  valuator, 
Vice-Guardians,  &c., 

Rent,  up  to  1st  July,  .... 

Sheds  at  Kinvarra,  amount  executed,  . 

„ at  Gort,  „ 

Story  over  idiot  wards,  „ 

Building  materials,  tradesmen’s  wages,  and  hire 
paid  previous  to  arrival  of  clerk  of  works,  for 
putting  up  eleven  grates,  lining  long  shed 
with  timber,  placing  two  stoves  therein,  erect- 
ing chimneys  thereto,  tarring  same,  and  divid- 
ing interior;  making  a shed  for  old  clothing  in 
men’s  yard  ; putting  up  a boiler  in  kitchen,  and 
verging  same ; repairing  washhouse  boiler ; 
closing  door  from  board-room  to  probationary 
ward;  with  several  minor  matters  of  detail,  im- 
mediately required  on  arrival  of  Vice-Guardians, 
including  brick,  £7  7s.  ; timber,  £9  9s.  ; chalk, 
tar,£l  16s. ; nails,  £1  3s.  2d.;  carriage,  £1 7s.  6 d.) 
masons’  wages,  £2  18s.  9 d. ; carpenters’  wages, 
£5  4s. ; sawyers’  wages,  £2  3s.  8 d. ; smiths’ 
wages,  16s. ; cost  of  eleven  grates  £6.,  . 

Amount  of  work  and  materials  under  superin- 
tendence of  clerk  of  works,*  .... 

Amount  of  loan  obtained  from  British  Association, 


17  17  10 
27  8 9 
20  0 0 
48  11  6 
15  0 0 
8 12  Oil 


207 

13 

3 

18 

6 

0 

23 

4 

0 

549 

4 

9 

42 

0 

0 

140 

0 

0 

344 

10 

0 

200 

0 

0 

Receipts  : — 

Balance  in  treasurer’s  hands  29th  February, 
Poor  rate  collected  since,  and  paid  treasurer, 
Advanced  by  the  British  Association, . 

Total  receipts, 

Payments : — 

On  invoice  account  for  provisions,  Sec., . 

„ clothing  and  bedding  account, 

„ establishment  account,  .... 

„ Kinvarra  hospital  account, 

„ out-relief  account,  cash  to  relieving  officers, 
For  coffins  for  poor  persons  dying  out  of  house, 

„ coffins  for  paupers  dying  in  house, 

„ checks  drawn  by  late  board,  but  not  paid, 

„ debts  due  of  former  board,  . 

To  clerk  of  works  for  shed,  ventilation,  wall,  &c., 
„ Nolan,  on  account  of  sheds  at  Gort, 

,,  Sinane,  „ „ at  Kinvarra,  . 

„ Gill,  „ story  over  idiot  wards, 


1 14  6 
5,610  7 10 
1,500  0 0 


7,112  2 4 


Total  liabilities,  . . 

* For  detailed  return  of  works  see'statement  annexed  (D). 


7,433  5 2£ 


161  1 0 
15  9 11 


249  3 3 
2 12  0 
420  15  0 


38 

4 

11 

402 

9 

2* 

1,500 

0 

0 

6,566  14  lli 


11,686  5 4i 


18,253  0 3J 


7,092  6 10 


[£11,160  13  5£ 
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Gort  Union. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Assets  now  available  for  relief : 

Balance  in  treasurer’s  hands,  if  checks  paid, 

19 

15 

6 

Value  of  stock  of  provisions,  &c.,  in  house, 

77 

11 

6f 

„ in  stores  for  out-relief, 

70 

G 

9 

Amount  of  unexpended  cash  in  relieving  officers’ 

hands, 

30 

10 

9.J- 

204 

10 

Gf 

State  of  collection  : 

Amount  of  last  made  rate,  . 

7,942 

14 

10 

Arrears  of  former  rate, 

008 

5 

G 

8,011 

0 

4 

Amount  collected, 

6,010 

7 

10 

Uncollected,  ....... 

3,000 

12 

C 

Weekly  expenditure  for  relief : 

In-door  provision  and  necessaries. 

Out-door  provision, 

Amount  of  further  sums  payable  for  sheds  and  story 
over  idiot  wards,  when  completed  : 

Estimated  cost  of  shed  at  Gort,  .... 

751 

5 

9 

„ „ at  Kinvarrn, 

218 

10 

0 

Contract  for  story  over  idiot  ward, 

405 

0 

0 

1,375 

1 

9 

Amount  of  payments  on  account,  as  above,  . 

084 

10 

0 

Balance, 

090 

11 

9 

B. 

Return  of  Persons  relieved  in  the  Workhouse  and  Auxiliary  House  for  the  following  nine 
weeks,  when  late  Board  of  Guardians  was  in  existence,  and  cost  of  Maintenance  for 
each  week : — 


Week 

Workhouse. 
All  classes. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Weekly  Cost. 

Average 
W ockly  Cost 
por  head. 

No.  ia 

Hospital. 

1840. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

X 

il. 

January 

1st,  . 

1.1G4 

1G3 

1,227 

94 

18 

4jf 

1 

o,y 

2G5 

8th,  . 

1,089 

153 

1,242 

105 

2 

8 

1 

4 

2G9 

15th, 

1,025 

123 

1,148 

105 

1 

8 

1 

10 

287 

22nd,  . 

1,044 

12G 

1,170 

105 

18 

of 

1 

O',1- 

2S5 

29th,  . 

797 

105 

902 

118 

2 

8jf 

2 

74 

2G2 

February 

5th,  . 

753 

12G 

879 

115 

18 

9? 

2 

74 

243 

12th,  . 

78S 

143 

931 

107 

4 

lit 

2 

3* 

233 

19th,  . 

832 

145 

977 

113 

17 

4,'; 

2 

4 

228 

” 

26th,  . 

8G8 

145 

1,013 

116 

9 

0 

2 

34 

232 

July  10,  1848.  James  Slator,  Clerk. 

B. 

Return  of  Persons  relieved  in  the  Workhouse  and  Auxiliary  Houses  for  the  following 
weeks,  and  cost  of  Maintenance  for  each  week,  under  the  superintendence  of  tho  Vice- 
Guardians  : — 


W'eck  ending. 

Work- 

house. 

All  classes. 

Briilgo 

Girls. 

Lawn 

Boys. 

Total. 

Weekly  Cost. 

Wcckfy 
per  hcRil. 

No.  in 
Hospital. 

Observations. 

1848. 

March  4th,  . 

911 

1G2 

1,073 

£ 

115 

s. 

11 

d. 

0 

2 

d. 

14 

254 

„ 11th,  . 

955 

1S3 

- 

1,138 

119 

10 

3 

2 

4 

253 

„ 18th,  . 

947 

180 

_ 

1,127 

10S 

10 

9 

1 

11 

270 

„ 25th,* . 

April  1st,  . 

80  G 

1G9 

_ 

975 

100 

7 

H 

2 

Of 

263 

*Tho  provision  check 

6S7 

147 

_ 

834 

83 

14 

10 

2 

0 

268 

shows  an  expenditure 
of  £175  9s.  2Sd.  this 

„ 8th,  . 

683 

131 

- 

814 

‘ 82 

16 

2 

04 

273 

„ 15th,  . 

682 

135 

— 

817 

82 

16 

of 

2 

04 

251 

being  for  waste  and 

„ 22nd,  . 

6G3 

141 

_ 

804 

'82 

0 

2 

04 

224 

errors  during  tho  half 

„ 29th,  . 

572 

150 

73 

795 

79 

0 

n| 

2 

0 

198 

May  6 th,  . 

577 

15G 

77 

810 

80 

1 

4 

1 

in 

187 

„ 13th,  . 

639 

161 

90 

890 

75 

12 

10l 

1 

8f 

195 

„ 20th,  . 

G99 

188 

115 

1,002 

78 

19 

n 

1 

Gf 

196 

„ 27th,  . 

June  3rd,  . 

790 

199 

127 

1,116 

84 

5 

1 

6 

210 

892 

215 

153 

1,260 

95 

4 

°i 

1 

6 

232 

„ 10th,  . 

1,058 

236 

158 

1,452 

110 

3 

44 

1 

Of 

261 

„ 17th,  . 

1,176 

266 

178 

1,G’20 

120 

16 

H 

1 

5f 

278 

• „ 24th,  . 

July  1st,  . 

1,278 

265 

197 

1,740 

127 

13 

l 

1 

A 

269 

1,331 

283 

203 

1,817 

138 

13 

5i 

1 

289 
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Officers’  Names. 

Office. 

Salary. 

— 

James  Forrest, 

Relieving  Officer, 

£ s.  d. 
50  0 0 

Yearly. 

Andrew  Forde, 

ditto, 

40  0 0 

Richard  Kelly, 

ditto, 

50  0 0 

Hubert  Glynn, 

ditto, 

40  0 0 

do. 

John  Smith,  . 

ditto, 

40  0 0 

George  Morton, 

ditto, 

40  0 0 

Thomas  Hardiman,  . 

ditto, 

40  0 0 

Richard  Burke, 
James  O’Brien, 

ditto, 

40  0 0 

ditto, 

30  0 0 

do. 

Patrick  O’Donohue,  . 

Overseer, 

0 10  0 

Weekly. 

Patrick  Halleran, 

ditto, 

0 10  0 

Patrick  Stephenson, 

ditto, 

0 10  0 

Redmond  Sheehan,  . 

ditto, 

0 10  0 

James  Silk, 

ditto, 

0 10  0 

Thomas  Kelly, 

ditto. 

0 10  0 

James  Jordan, 

ditto, 

0 10  0 

do. 

Broughton  Collier,  . 

ditto, 

0 10  0 

do. 

John  Leech,  . 

ditto, 

0 10  0 

Michael  Power, 

ditto, 

0 10  o 

do. 

‘Patrick  Glynn, 

Storekeeper, 

0 10  0 

do. 

‘Richard  Burke, 

ditto, 

0 10  0 

‘John  Butler,  . 

ditto, 

0 10  0 

‘Patrick  Kinneen, 

ditto, 

0 10  0 

do. 

‘Michael  Connolly,  . 

ditto, 

0 7 0 

♦Peter  Birmingham,  . 

ditto, 

0 8 0 

do. 

‘Thomas  Fallon, 

ditto, 

0 7 0 

do. 

•Patrick  Regan, 

ditto, 

0 7 0 

do. 

•Michael  Power, 

ditto, 

0 7 0 

do. 

Marked  thus  (*)  are  new  appointments  created  by  Vice-Guardians. 


July  10,  1848.  James  Slator,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 

C. 


Return  of  Officers  of  Wort  house,  and  the  Yearly  Salary  of  each  : — 


Officers’  Names. 

Office. 

Yeonly 

Salary. 

James  Slator, . 

Clerk, 

£ s.  d. 

100  0 0 

Charles  Nugent, 

Master, 

50  0 0 

Thomas  Stephenson, 

Porter, 

16  0 0 

M.  D.  Nolan,  . 

Medical  Officer,  . 

75  0 0 

Rev.  M.  O’Sliaughncssj’-,  . 

Roman  Catholic  Chaplain, . 

50  0 0 

Cornelius  O’Loughlin, 

Schoolmaster, 

15  0 0 

Anne  Harte,  . 

Schoolmistress, 

16  0 0 

Terence  Gill,  . 

Apothecary, 

40  0 0 

Anne  Robinson, 

Matron,  . 

30  0 0 

♦James  M'Namara,  . 

Assistant  Master,  . 

20  0 0 

♦John  Robinson, 

Wardsman, 

10  0 0 

♦Stephen  O’Donnell, . 

ditto, 

10  0 0 

•Mrs.  Whelan, . 

Wardswoman, 

S 0 0 

•Mrs.  Fahey,  . 

ditto, 

8 0 0 

M.  E.  Burke, . 

Head  Nurse, 

20  0 0 

Bridget  O’Loughlin, 

Assistant  Hospital  Nurse, . 

8 0 0 

Margaret  Harrahil, 

ditto, 

8 0 0 

Anne  Crawford, 

ditto,  . . 

8 0 0 

Mary  Gibbons, 

ditto. 

8 0 0 

Mary  Divany, 

ditto, 

8 0 0 

Mary  O’Donnell, 

ditto, 

8 0 0 

Marked  thus  (*)  are  now  appointments  created  by  Vice-Guardians. 


July  10,  1848.  James  Slator,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 
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C. 

Return  of  Officers  employed  in  the  administration  of  Out-door  Relief,  and  the  Yearly  an 
Weekly  Salaries  of  each : — 


Denis  Cosgrove , Clerk  of  Worts. — Am  clerk  of  the  worts,  selected  by  the  Architect  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners ; have  been  employed  for  a considerable  part  of  my  life  in 
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conducting  buildings  and  work ; early  in  April  I arrived  at  Gort  to  inspect  and  direct  the 
works  carrying  on  here  and  in  Loughrea  Union.  Tho  works  now  in  progress  here  hay© 
been  conducted  under  my  superintendence ; they  are  as  follows : — 


1.  — Temporary  fever  sheds  erected  on  the  ground  adjoining  the  workhouse. 

2.  — Raising  walls  of  the  idiot  cells. 

3 — Ventilating  the  house,  erecting  a bakehouse,  repairing  and  adding  to  drains,  and 
raising  yard  walls. 

4. — Building  an  additional  shed  for  100  patients  at  Kinvarra. 


With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  works,  I was  employed  soon  after  my  arrival  to  erect 
a temporary  shed  for  fifty  patients  on  the  ground  now  occupied  by  tho  hospital.  This  was 
erected  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  pressure  on  the  idiot  cells.  This  shed  was  erected 
under  my  superintendence,  without  a contract.  The  timber  was  procured  from  a merchant  on 
orders  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  I employed  the  men.  I furnished  the  Guardians  weekly 
with  a pay-slicet,  and  was  supplied  with  a check  in  payment  of  tho  labourers.  In  the 
annexed  paper  I have  enumerated  all  the  works  executed  under  my  superintendence  in 
the  Gort  workhouse,  and  annexed  to  each  the  fair  price  which,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment, 
shoxild  be  given.  In  the  account  current,  also  hereunto  annexed,  I have  stated  the  amount 
received  and  tho  amounts  expended.  By  a comparison  of  those  documents  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  amount  which  the  works  have  actually  cost  has  not  come  up  to  the  estimate  I 
made  of  them. 

The  wages  paid  to  the  workmen  employed  on  these  works  were,  according  to  my  judg- 
ment, fair  and  reasonable.  Much  difficulty  was  found  in  procuring  masons  to  work  on  tho 
improvements  in  the  infirmary  in  consequence  of  the  indisposition  manifested  by  all  per- 
sons of  this  class  to  approach  the  building  from  fear  of  infection.  The  masons  received 
from  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  per  diem.  They  were  procured  from  the  county  of  Limerick,  as  there 
were  none  in  Gort  competent  to  execute  the  work. 

Masons  were  sent  for  from  the  adjoining  Union  of  Loughrea,  but  on  seeing  tho  place 
where  they  were  to  work,  they  declined  entering  upon  it.  The  wages  paid  to  the  Limerick 
masons  were  tho  same  as  that  received  by  them  when  employed  in  their  own  districts. 

Sawyers  were  employed  by  task  at  the  following  prices  : — 


For  a deep  cut,  12  ft.  by  9 in. 
For  flat  cut,  12  ft.  by  3 in. 
And  for  sawing,  per  100, 


. 0.?.  2 \d. 
. Os.  Ojjd. 
. 3s.  0 cl. 


The  carpenters  were  paid  daily  wages,  varying  in  amount  from  2s.  to  2s.  10cZ.,  and  one 
who  acted  as  working  foreman  received  3s.  a day.  There  were  a few  labourers  employed 
at  a time  when  pauper-labour  was  not  available,  and  they  received  10 d.  per  day. 

With  respect  to  the  fever  sheds  at  Kinvarra,  the  contract  price  is  rather  lower  than  my 
estimate  for  the  same  description  of  shed ; this  is  caused  by  a difference  in  the  cost  of 
carnage.  The  contract  for  the  large  sheds  on  the  workhouse  grounds  was  taken  at  the 
rate  at  winch  I have  estimated  for  those  executed  under  my  superintendence. 

Ir  it  were  required,  at  the  expiration  of  a few  years,  to  remove  tho  present  sheds  and 
re-erect  them  on  any  other  part  of  the  workhouse  grounds,  I would  undertake  to  do  it  for 
6s.  0 cl.  a toot.  I consider  that  by  proper  care  and  management  these  sheds  might  be 
expected  to  last  for  twelve  or  fifteen  yoars,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  much  of 
the  timber  would  be  available  for  other  purposes. 

I am  acquainted  with  the  terms  of  the  contract  entered  into  by  tho  late  Board  of  Guar- 
chans  for  raising  the  walls  of  the  idiot  cells ; I consider  it  a fair  contract,  leaving  a moderate 
profit  to  the  contractor.  b 

I consider  that  the  contract  price  agreed  upon  for  the  walls  surrounding  the  cemetery  is 
IT'T  reaso"able  price ; I think  it  is  less  by  2s.  6d.  a perch  than  the  wall  would  have 
cost  if  done  by  the  Vice-Guardians  themselves  without  a contract. 

L have  estimated  the  cost  of  raising  the  walls  round  the  men  and  women’s  yards  at  0s. 
percubm  yard,  exclusive  of  coping:  the  cubic  yard  contains  27  feet;  reducing  this  to 
measuiement  by  statute  perch,  would  give  the  price  for  a perch  16  feet  long  by  1 foot  high, 
t (contfm"S  24*  ^bic  feet),  at  5s.  per  perch  ; if  this  was  a ground  wall 
T winL'/ia  'nf  5s‘  P1:*  Per°b  5 but  having  to  be  executed  from  a scaffolding, 

1 consider  tho  price  to  be  reasonable. 


(Signed,) 


Dr. 


Denis  Cosgrove  in  account  with  the  Vice-Guardians  of  tho  Gort  Union.  Cr. 


To  amount  of  checks  for  payment  of 


To  amount  paid  for  use  of  quarry, 
To  amount  paid  for  boiler, 

To  amount  paid  forfeit,  . 

To  amount  paid  for  hot-plate,  . 


July,  1848. 


. 257 

0 

11 

. 8 

0 

0 

. 4 

0 

0 

. J8 

19 

4 

. 8 

12 

0 

, 105 

16 

11 

£402 

9 

•2 

£442 

3 

5 

By  amount  of  work  executed  per 

estimate, 359 

By  value  of  materials  on  hands,  . 52 
By  Denis  Cosgrove’s  salary,  ending 
July  29, 30  15 


2 10 
5 7 


£442  3 5 


£39  14  3 
Denis  Cosgrove. 
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Estimate  of  Cost  for  Erecting  Temporary  Sheds,  and  sundry  Alterations  at  “Workhouse  and 

Auxiliary  Buildings. 

ShEDS.  Rate.  Amount. 

98  Lineal  feet  of  shed,  according  to  plan,  (including  sketches  at  per  foot ) .23  G 115  3 0 
45  Lineal  feet  of  half  shed,  six  feet  clear  breath,  and  six  feet  six  inches  to 
plate,  for  clothes’  stores  in  probationary  yards,  allowing  for  old  timber 
used,  ......  per  foot,  60  13  10  0 

Superficial  yards  of  felt  on  sheds  at  rear  of  infirmary,  first  cost  price, 
carriage,  and  nails,  .....  per  yard,  1 0 6 9 0 

Superficial  yards  of  felt  on  shed  in  women’s  yard,  (including  labour  and 

nails,  . . . . . . per  yard,  1 1 2 19  7 

Bakehouse. 

Cubic  yards  of  hammered  masonry  in  walls,  . . per  yard,  7 0 5 7 4 

Superficial  feet  of  punched  jambs,  lintels,  arches,  and  quoins,  per  foot,  0 3 2 8 6 

Superficial  feet  of  hammered  jambs  to  doors  and  windows  (internal),  per  foot,  0 1$  0 5 9 

Window  sills,  each  four  feet  ten  inches  long,  . . . each,  4 10  0 14  6 

Door  sill,  four  feet  long,  . . . . . . . - 0 4 0 

Pair  of  door  blocks,  . . . . . ._  026 

Nine-inch  brick  arches  over  door  and  window,  (inside)  . . per  2 6 0 5 0 

Squares  of  roofing  and  queen  ton  slating,  . . per  square,  60  0 14  5 0 

Superficial  feet  of  wrought  scantling  frames  and  sashes,  . per  foot,  2 0 3 12  0 

Superficial  feet  of  rough  flagging,  . . . per  foot,  0 lj  2 0 0 

Sets  of  lintels  for  opes,  ......  per  1 10  0 5 6 

Ventilators. 

Ventilators  with  shutters,  rim  plates,  window  boards  and  fastenings,  includ- 
ing breaking  out  for  and  plastering  about  opes,  . . per  35  0 

Louvre  frame  ventilators  in  wings  of  main  building,  with  cut-stone  sills, 

painted,  <fcc.,  ......  per  30  0 

Wrought  scantling  rebated  and  chamferred  frames  for  quadrant  lights  in 
inner  flanks  of  wings,  with  cut-stone  sills,  jambs,  <fcc.,  . . per  25  0 

To  cost  of  boring  risers  of  platforms  in  boys’  and  girls’  dormitories,  and 
men’s  and  women’s  dormitories  over  day-rooms,  and  all  doors  throughout 
main  building  and  wings,  except  those  over  infirm  wards  and  dormitories,  - 

Perforated  zinc  plates  in  casements  of  windows,  in  wings  and  main 

building,  .......  per  0 3£ 

Brackets  to  fix  down  upper  lights  of  windows  in  day-rooms  and  dormi- 
tories of  main  building,  wings,  (fee.,  ....  per  0 2 

Drains. 

Lineal  feet  of  drains  from  cesspools — fifteen  inches  by  fourteen  inches 
square,  side  walls  fifteen  inches  thick — flagged  top  and  bottom,  the 
flagging  of  bottom  set  on  rubble  masonry,  • . . per  foot,  1 6 

Lineal  feet  of  drain,  two  feet  wide  by  one  foot  three  inches  high,  bottom 

flags  set  on  rubble,  ......  per  2 0 

Lineal  feet  of  drain  leading  to  and  from  cesspool  in  wash-house  yard, 
altered  and  rebuilt,  ......  per  0 6 

Building  cesspool  with  cut-stone  curb  and  drop-stone,  . . . - 

Repairing  drains  from  baths  in  probationary  wards,  and  mason  assisting 
plumber,  . . . . . . . . i — 

Taking  up  and  repairing  drains  to  tanks  in  women’s  yard,  . . — 

Sundries. 

Superficial  feet  of  steps  to  yard  doors  of  infirmary,  . . per  0 8 

Superficial  feet  of  flagging  set  in  kitchen,  - . . . per  0 4 

To  mason’s  time  and  materials  for  stopping  breaches  made  by  paupers  in 
walls  of  refractory  ward,  (twice)  ' ; . . . . - 0 6 0 

To  carpenter’s  time  and  materials  repairing  door  of  ditto,  . . - 0 2 0 

To  taking  down  partitions  in  boys’  and  girls’  dormitories,  . . - 0 6 0 

To  taking  out  windows  in  rere  wall  of  wash-house,  and  breaking  out  for 
and  setting  same  in  end  wall,  with  out-stone  lintels  and  jambs,  and  brick 
arches  inside,  . . • • . . • — 3 16 

To  building  piers  of  new  cemetery,  two  feet  four  inches  square,  and  seven 

feet  from  ground  to  caps,  hammered  work,  including  materials,  . - 2 13 

To  breaking  out  wall  of  workroom,  and  forming  window  ope,  six  feet 

by  six  feet  in  same,  with  cat-stone  sill,  jambs,  and  arches,  . . - 2 12 

Lineal  feet  of  rebated  and  chamferred  scantling  frame  in  ditto,  painted,  <fcc.  10  118  0 

Squares  of  joists,  and  grooved  and  tongued  flooring  in  workroom,  including 
dwarf  walls  eighteen  inches  high,  . . . . per  50  0 3 15  0 

Brackets  for  fever  sheds — for  labour,  timber,  nails,  and  fixing,  . per  0 3 0 18  9 

To  a carpenter  fourteen  days  assisting  plumber  at  pump,  dec.,  and  casing 
pipes,  (including  material),  . . • • • . - 2 11  S 

To  mason’s  time  and  materials  building  about  well  and  pipes,  (twice)  . - 0 8 6 

Cubic  yards  of  rubble  masonry  in  building  up  door  ope  in  probationary 
yard  wall,  . . . . . . per  yard,  6 0 0 9 0 

Cubic  yards  of  rubble  masonry,  and  coping  course  on  walling  of  open 

well,  . . . . • ....  per  yard,  6 0 0 9 0 

To  carpenter’s  time  and  materials,  repairing  infirmary  yard,  doors,  . - 0 4 4 

Lineal  feet  in  three  large  ladders,  made  of  Norway  spars,  including  iron 
work  and  painting,  . ...  per  16  4 17  6 


129 
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Sundries.  Kate. 

3 Ladders  made  of  domestic  timber,  average  length  each,  twelve  feet,  . 0 4 
To  carpenter’s  time  and  timber,  for  five  tressels  for  mason’s  scaffolds,  . - 

3 Mortar  boards,  for  labour  and  nails,  . . . • .09 

To  carpenter’s  time  and  materials,  repairing  stairs  and  furniture  of  board- 
room, easing  and  repairing  doors,  locks,  binges,  &c.,  . . . — 

To  making  a fumigating  box  with  tongued  lid,  and  strong  wrougbt-iron 
strap  binges,  painted  in  three  coats,  . . . . — 

6 Turf  boxes  with  strong  iron  handles  and  angle  clasps,  . . per  S 2 

6 Trays  for  dining  hall,  dovetailed  at  angles,  . . . per  5 G 

14  Cross-laid  bottoms,  with  vergers  for  weighing  scales,  . . per  1 G 

6 Tables  for  dining  hall,  ....  . per  11  G 

G Forms  for  ditto,  ......  por  4 0 

To  a carpenter,  one  day,  repairing  shed  in  women’s  yard,  (timber  and 
nails),  .......  • — 

3 Sets  of  catches  for  windows,  .....  per  2 0 

G Models  for  men  building  wall  of  new  cemetery,  . . . per  1 2 

To  cost  of  enclosing  tillage  ground  with  rustic  paling,  including  labour, 
timber,  and  nails,  . . . . . . - 

To  carpenter’s  time,  timber,  nails,  sawing,  &c.,  repairing  hand  and  wheel- 
barrows, bandies  to  slcdgo-baiumers,  &c.,  for  men  employed  at  work- 
house and  new  cemetery,  . . . . ■ . — 

To  carpenter’s  time,  and  nails,  erecting  temporary  accommodation  for 
clergymen  officiating  at  the  consecration  of  the  new  cemetery, . . - 

24  Superficial  feet  of  frame  and  louvre  boarding  to  window  of  bread  store,  . 0 4 

4 Superficial  feet  of  inch  mainseat  in  tube  for  cleaning  out  cesspools  (in- 

cluding labour,  timber  and  nails),  . . . . .20 

50  Brackets  for  new  sheds,  . . . . . . ,02 

Yard  Walls. 

114  Cubic  j-ards  of  rubble  masonry  in  raising  walls  of  men’s,  boys’,  and  girls’, 

and  probationary  yard  walls,  .....  per  6 0 
419  'G  Lineal  feet  of  saddle-hack  paned  coping,  labour,  and  materials,  . per  4 0 
318  Lineal  feet  of  splaying  coping,  do.  do.  . per  0 2 

Bridge  House. 

12  Windows  bung  on  centres  for  ventilation,  with  out-sido  and  in-sido 

stops,  . . . . . . . per  2 2 

7 Opes  formed  in  walls  over  door-ways  for  ventilating  dormitories,  per  1 G 

To  fixing  cross-bars  to  side-lights  of  dormitory  and  lobby  windows  . — 

2 Louvre  fiames  six  feet  six  inches  by  two  feet  six  inches,  in  staircase 

■windows,  . . . . . . . . 4 G 

1 Louvre  frame,  four  feet  by  threo  feet  in  open  of  roof,  . . . - 

To  forming  and  carrying  up  an  air  tube  from  ceiling  of  second  floor  to 

louvre  in  roof,  .....  . . — 

' To  forming  opes  in  kitchen  wall  ovor  boiler,  for  ventilation,  . . — 

5 Perforated  zinc  plates  in  schoolroom  window,  and  side-lights  of  ball,  . - 

To  a carpenter,  half  day  (and  materials),  repairing  stairs,  . . - 

4^  Cubic  yards  of  dry  walling,  apd  mortar  penning  in  cesspool  to  privy,  . 3 G 

8 Superficial  yards  of  rough  boarding  and  hearers  covering  do.,  for  labour, 

nails,  and  bearers,  only,  . , . , . .10 

9 Tablets  for  schoolroom,  . , . . , . .00 

Lawn  House. 

2 Frames  and  louvre  boarding  in  opes  in  gables,  . . . per  4 G 

2 Ventilators  formed  in  ceiliugs  of  dormitories,  . . . per  2 G 

10  Windows  hung  on  centres,  with  stops,  fastenings,  die.,  . . per  2 2 

2 Ventilators  in  roof  of  dormitory  over  schoolrooms,  repairing,  slating,  &c.,  15  0 
43  Superficial  feet  sash  and  glass  in  school-room  and  dormitories,  . .10 

2 Ledged  doors  and  frames  (f)  to  kitchen  and  schoolroom,  . , 10  0 

Fitting  up  master’s  room,  including  step-ladder,  . . . 

To  covering  privy  with  rafters  (only),  and  felt,  . . , _ 

To  cost  of  an  eighty  gallon  boiler,  including  setting,  &c.,  . . — 

Materials  on  hands. 

Hot  plate  for  bakehouse,  . . . . , . — ■ 

157-6  Lineal  feet  of  wrought  scantling,  six  inches  square,  for  posts  of  drying 


frames,  .....  . per  0 8 

440  Lineal  feet  of  rails,  four  and  a half  inches  by  two  inches,  for  ditto,  , 0 3 

233  Superficial  feet  of  l^-inch  pine,  for  tube  ventilators  under  platforms,  . 0 3 

13  16-feet  11-inch  plank,  ......  per  5 4 

9 20  feet  11-inch  ditto,  . por  G 8 

12  12-feet  9-inch  ditto,  ......  per  3 0 

50  Cubic  feet  of  rod  pine,  ......  per  ton  G5  0 

100  Of  fire  bricks,  . ...  . . . . . - 

1 Piece  of  ash  for  harrows,  &c.,  . . , . . . — 

115  Tons  of  rubble  stone  (including  walling  of  well),  . . per  0 11 

120  Barrels  of  lime,  . . , , . , . . per  0 9 


Amount. 

£ s.  d. 
0 12  0 
0 12  6 
0 2 3 

0 17  0 

2 18  0 

2 9 0 

1 13  0 
1 1 0 

3 9 0 
1 4 0 

0 4 G 
0 G 0 
0 7 0 

4 19  4 


5 7 G 

0 10  0 
0 8 0 

0 S 0 
0 8 4 


34  4 0 
G 19  10 
2 13  0 


1 G 0 
0 10  6 
0 7 0 

0 9 0 
0 5 0 

0 10  6 
0 2 G 
0 G 0 
0 2 G 
0 15  9 

0 12  G 
0 4 6 


0 9 0 
0 6 0 

1 1 8 
1 10  0 
2 3 0 
1 0 0 
0 12  6 
0 9 0 
GOO 


8 12  0 

5 5 0 
5 10'  0 

2 18  3 

3 9 4 
3 0 0 
1 16  0 

3 11  6 
0 14  0 
0 15  O 
5 5 5 

4 10  0 
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Materials  on  hands. — continued. 
328  Lineal  feet  of  plank  in  scaffolds,  . , . 

29  Superficial  yards  of  felt,  .... 

20  Superficial  feet  of  zinc,  .... 

76  Superficial  feet  of  punched  jamb  and  arcli  stones, 


Rate.  Amount. 

».  d.  £ d. 
per  0 3 4 2 0 

„ 0 9 119 

„ 0 6 0 10  0 

„ 0 4 15  4 


Abstract. 


Amount  of  work  executed,  . 
Amount  of  materials  ou  hands, 


July  1,  1848. 


£359  2 10 
52  5 7 

£411  8 5 
D.  Cosgrove,  C.W. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Bourke,  in  reply : — August  4,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  21st  ultimo,  of  your  inquiry  relative  to  the  Gort  Union ; and  I 
am  to  express  the  thanks  of  the  Commissioners  for  your  report,  which  is  very 
satisfactory;  at  the  same  time  I am  to  observe,  that  the  Vice- Guardians,  in 
providing  temporary  buildings,  did  so  to  meet  a pressure,  which  would  otherwise 
have  required  an  extension  of  out-door  relief. 


S 


Gort  Union. 
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WEXFORD  UNION. 


Mr.  Burke  to  the  Commissioners  : — May  30,  1848. 

Considering  that  the  average  cost  of  a patient  in  the  Wexford  fever 
hospital  is  much  higher  than  the  average  given  in  the  estimate  of  any  other 
hospital  which  comes  before  me,  I declined  signing  the  estimate  for  April  until 
some  explanation  was  afforded  by  the  Finance  Committee,  and  I herewith  forward 
their  observations  (marked  A).  Fearing  that  the  hospital  might  be  inconvenienced 
for  want  of  funds,  I signed  the  estimate  for  April,  intending  when  I came  here 
to  make  further  inquiries  on  the  matter.  The  estimate  for  May  (marked  B)  was 
presented  to  me  on  Saturday  for  signature  at  a meeting  of  the  Guardians  which 
I attended:  several  members  of  the  Relief  Committee,  and  Mr.  Allen,  a 
member  of  the  Finance  Committee,  being  present,  they  afforded  me  every 
information  on  the  subject,  and  expressed  their  anxiety,  if  they  could,  to 
lessen  the  expenditure  of  the  hospital,  now  about  three  thousand  pounds 
a year ; they  stated  that  it  was  the  charge  for  stimulants  which  the  medical 
officer  deemed  necessary  that  swelled  the  average  to  the  large  amount  it  is,  and 
that  they  felt  they  could  not  interfere  with  the  course  followed  in  this  respect  by 
the  medical  officer;  they  also  informed  me  that  Doctor  Courtenay  had  been  sent 
down  at  one  time  by  the  Board  of  Health,  and  made  a report  on  the  expensive 
management  of  this  hospital.  The  Relief  Committee  on  my  suggestion  furnished 
the  return  (marked  C),  which  shows  the  cost  of  stimulants  for  the  last  seven 
months  to  be  more  than  one-third  of  the  entire  expenditure  for  that  period. 

I would  suggest  that  this  matter  be  referred  either  to  the  Board  of  Health, 
or  to  your  inspector,  Mr.  Phelan,  to  report  specially  on  it,  as,  being  one  purely  of 
medical  practice,  it  is  not  for  me  to  offer  an  opinion. 

Enclosures. 


A. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Union  to  Mr.  Burke  : — May  6,  1848. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Wexford  Poor  Law  Union  have  communicated  to 
the  Finance  Committee  your  remarks  on  the  fever  estimate  for  April. 

The  estimate  for  that  month  is  at  the  same  rate  as  those  preceding,  and  the  Finance 
Committee  do  not  think  they  should  ask  the  Fever  Committee  to  estimate  lower.  The 
Finance  Committee  are  aware  that  the  expense  per  patient  is  higher  than  in  any  hospital 
they  are  acquainted  with — hut  the  extra  expense  is  in  stimulants,  viz.,  wine,  spirits,  and 
porter.  Those  in  February  cost  for  160  patients  £108  18s.  8d.,  equal  to  5&d.  per  patient 
per  day;  in  March,  £68  13s.  for  170  patients,  3d.  per  day.  It  has  been  ascertained  that 
the  quantity  consumed  is  not  greater  than  what  was  prescribed  by  the  physicians  ; and  as 
they  state  that  from  some  peculiarity  in  the  fever  prevalent  here,  they  cannot  safely  pre- 
scribe less,  the  Finance  Committee  do  not  think  that  either  they  or  the  Fever  Com- 
mittee could  insist  on  the  physicians  altering  their  prescriptions.  All  the  other  articles  of 
food  and  nourishment  do  not  exceed  4 \d.  to  5d.  each  patient  per  day,  but  a large  outlay 
has  been  made  for  sheeting  and  other  necessaries  consequent  on  the  great  increase  of 
patients. 

If  the  quantity  of  stimulants  now  required  is  equal  to  what  was  neccssaiy  in  February 
Is.  per  day  will  be  all  wanted ; if  only  as  in  March,  a large  balance  will  remain  to  be 
deducted  from  the  next  estimate,  as  in  the  estimate  now  sent  up. 


B. 

Fever  Estimate. — Wexford  Union  for  month  of  May,  1848. 

The  united  electoral  divisions  of  Wexford,  Lady’s  Island,  Tacumshane,  Ross  Lane, 
Moyglass,  Kilmore,  Kilpatrick,  Ardcohen,  Rathaspeck,  Mulrankin,  Barmoud,  Taghmon, 
Killurin. 


Hospital  Expenses. 

Cost  of  150  patients  at  Is.  a day  each,  exclusive  of  attendance, 
Two  head  nurses  at  25s.  each;  wages  and  diet  at  25s.  each,  . 
Three  nurses  at  Is.  id.  a day  each  including  diet,  . 

Twenty  ward  maids  at  10<Z.  a day  do.  do., 

Three  washerwomen  at  1 s.  a day  do.  do., 

Apothecary  at  2s.  9d.  a day, 

Porter  at  6s.  per  week, 

Barber  at  5s.  per  week, 

Two  matrons  at  Is.  6d.  a day  each,  ..... 
Rent  of  hospital  at  £5  per  month,  ..... 


£ s.  d. 
232  10  0 

5 0 0 

6 4 0 

25  16  8 

4 13  0 
4 5 3 
1 4 0 

1 0 0 

4 13  0 

5 0 0 
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£ s.  d. 

Eighteen  coffins  at  5s.  each, 4 10  0 

A man  superintending  burials  at  Is.  a day 1110 


£296  6 11 

Balance  of  the  estimate  for  April, 85  6 3 


Required  for  May, £211  0 8 

Francis  Le  Hunt, 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  the  Temporary  Fever  Hospital '. 
We  approve  of  this  estimate  as  corrected,  amount  £211  Os.  8 d, 

Richard  Allen,  Chairman. 

Finance  Committee-room,  May  27,  1848. 


Wexford  Union. 


A Return  showing  the  collective  number  of  days,  and  the  average  number  of  Patients 
each  day  in  the  Wexford  Fever  Hospital,  the  total  Expenditure  of  each  month,  and  the 
Expenditure  for  Wine  and  Spirits,  for  the  use  of  the  Patients,  from  the  1st  October  to 
the  30th  April,  both  inclusive  : — 


Collective  number  of  days. 

Average  number  of 
Patients  each  day. 

Average  number  of 
days  for  each  Patient. 

Total  Expenditure. 

Monthly  expenditure 
for  Wine,  Spirits,  &c. 

1847. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

October,  . 3,245 

105 

18 

234 

13 

11- 

77 

12 

6 

November,  2,492 

83 

20 

166 

19 

9 

65 

16 

0 

December,  2,325 

75 

22 

168 

0 

11 

47 

18 

6 

1848. 

January,  . 3,191 

103 

25 

225 

10 

74 

84 

15 

0 

February,  4,711 

1624 

28 

307 

0 

»i 

108 

18 

8 

March,  . 5,118 

165 

23 

289 

6 

5 

68 

13 

0 

April,  . 4,719 

1534 

18 

246 

0 

21 

87 

7 

9 

£1617 

11 

101 

_ 

£541 

1 

5 

I certify  that  the  above  is  a correct  statement  made  out  from  the  fever  hospital 
books. 

Wexford,  May  27,  1848.  John  Furlong,  Clerk  to  the  Committee. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Phelan  : — June  1, 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith  a report  which 
they  have  received  from  Mr.  J.  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  relating  to  the 
alleged  excess  of  charges  for  stimulants  provided  for  the  patients  in  the  Wexford 
fever  hospital ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  inquire,  and 
furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a report  on  the  subject. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Burke  : — June  1,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  30th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  alleged  excess  of  charges  for  stimulants 
provided  for  the  patients  in  the  Wexford  fever  hospital ; and  I am  to  inform 
you  that  Mr.  Phelan  has  been  requested  to  inquire  and  furnish  the  Commissioners 
with  a report  on  the  subject. 

The  enclosure  to  your  report  (marked  B)  is  returned  herewith. 


Mr.  Phelan  to  the  Commissioners  : — June  13,  1848. 

In  pursuance  of  your  instructions  of  the  1st  instant,  I proceeded  to 
Wexford,  and  on  the  5th  and  6th  I inspected  the  temporary  fever  hospital 
there,  on  which  I have  the  honour  of  making  the  following  report : — 

I was  accompanied  through  the  hospital  by  Dr.  Law,  one  of  the  physicians, 
all  whose  patients  I examined,  when  I had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the 
greater  or  less  intensity  of  the  disease  in  each  case,  and  the  nature  and  amount 
of  stimuli  given  to  each ; I also  examined  all  the  patients  of  Dr.  Cardiffe,  the 
other  physician,  but  was  not  accompanied  by  him,  as  he  left  the  hospital  before 
I had  completed  the  examination  of  his  colleague’s  patients.  The  hospital  was 
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Wexford  Union,  clean,  and,  so  far  as  a defective  construction  of  the  windows  admitted,  was  fairly 
ventilated,  but  it  was  not  sufficiently  or  satisfactorily  ventilated. 

From  the  1st  of  October,  1847,  to  the  6th  of  June,  1,265  patients  were 
admitted  into  this  hospital,  and  on  the  first-mentioned  day  117  had  remained  in 
it  from  the  previous  month ; in  all,  1,376  had  been  treated  in  it  during  that 
period,  and  201  died,  making  a mortality  of  14f  per  cent.,  which  is  a very  high 
one.  This  mortality  has  been  nearly  equal,  in  proportion  to  the  admissions  and 
the  number  under  treatment,  in  each  successive  month. 

When  I made  the  inspection  there  were  117  patients  in  the  hospital  and 
sheds ; 49  of  these  were  males,  under  Dr.  Cardiffe,  68  females,  under  Dr.  Law. 
About  the  proportion  usually  found  in  other  hospitals  was  in  the  several  stages 
of  fever,  or  was  convalescing,  or  convalescent ; some  were  marked  cases  of  typhus 
fever,  others  were  affected  with  the  disease  in  a milder  form,  some  with  it  but 
slightly..  I remarked  that  the  severe  eases  appeared  to  be  more  dangerously  ill, 
than  a similar  number  in  other  hospitals  ; but  whether  this  was  the  effect  of  the 
gradual  progress  of  fever  of  a more  than  usually  bad  type,  or  was,  to  some 
extent,  the  result  of  the  early  and  high  stimulation  adopted  in  the  treatment, 
I am  unable  to  state ; in  fact,  it  would  be  a very  difficult  point  to  decide,  and 
one  upon  which  I consider  that  it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  give  an  opinion ; 
although  I feel  it  my  duty  to  advert  to  the  comparatively  high  stimulation 
adopted  here,  as  I know  that  many  medical  men  of  eminence  are  of  opinion 
that,  when  commenced  early  and  carried  far,  it  becomes  a doubtful  if  not  a 
dangerous  practice.  As  to  its  effects  here,  however,  I give  no  opinion,  merely 
contenting  myself  by  stating  such  circumstances  and  giving  such  data  as  may 
assist  higher  authority,  if  called  upon,  to  give  theirs. 

I annex  a table  (A)  which  shows  the  number  of  patients  on  wine  and  also 
whiskey,  and.  that  on  whiskey  only,  and  the  quantity  of  each  given  in  the  last 
week.  It  will  bo  perceived  that  these  averages  range  from  7 oz.  of  wine  in  the 
males  to  lido  oz.,  and  from  1 oz.  of  whiskey,  to  those  who  get  wine  and  whiskey, 
to  3s  oz.,  whilst,  with  patients  in  whiskey  only,  the  range  is  from  35  oz.  to  4 f oz.; 
some  also  get  porter.  At  the  female  side,  the  range  of  wine  is  from  7 oz.  to  9 oz., 
and  of  whiskey  to  this  class  2 oz.  to  4 oz , whilst  to  those  who  only  get  whiskey, 
it  ranges  from  2 oz.  to  4 oz. ; some  also  get  porter. 

I beg  to  observe,  that  some  of  Dr.  Cardift'c’s  patients  arc  ordered  as  high  as 
30  oz.  of  wine  and  12  oz.  of  whiskey  daily,  and  that  there  were  six  on  24  oz.  of 
wine  each,  two  of  which  had  also  12  oz.  of  whiskey  each,  and  the  other  four  6 oz. 
each.  Some  have  as  low  as  2 oz.  of  wine,  but  those  on  a low  quantity  were 
generally  convalescents,  to  whom,  in  most  other  hospitals,  wine  is  not  given, 
porter,  when  not  contramedicated,  and  mild  nutritious  food  being  then  relied  on. 
With  Dr.  Law,  the  amount  of  wine  is  not  quite  so  considerable ; one  of  his 
patients  had,  on  the  same  day,  20  oz.  of  wine,  two,  15  oz.  each,  and  several  10  oz. 
and  12  oz.,  ranging  down  to  2 oz.  In  his  practice  less  whiskey  is  ordered,  as  will 
be  perceived  by  the  table  alluded  to. 

I find  that  since  the  4th  of  February  to  the  4th  instant,  1,60S  bottles  of  wine 
have  been  supplied  to  the  hospital ; the  supply  being  daily,  or  every  other  day, 
ordered  by  the  medical  officers,  generally  by  Dr.  Cardiffe ; 42  gallons  of  whiskey, 
1,402  bottles  of  porter,  and  40  gallons  of  beer  were  also  supplied.  During  that 
period  the  collective  number  of  days  spent  by  patients  in  hospital  were  about 
10,000.  In  most  fever  hospitals  the  proportion  of  the  patients  on  wine  rarely 
exceeds  one. in  six,  including  the  convalescents;  in  many  it  is  not  one  in  ten; 
but  even  if  it  were  one  in  four  in  this  hospital  during  that  period,  there  would  be 
an  average  of  oz.  for  each  patient  daily,  which  is,  I believe,  far  higher  than  the 
quantity  given  in  most  hospitals,  and  it  is  to  be  observed  that  this  is  independent 
oi  the  whiskey  and  porter  supplied. 

,,At ,ajU(ie^I1o  °f  the  Relief  Committee,  at  which  the  two  medical  officers 
attended,  I stated  that,  after  having  carefully  examined  all  the  patients,  and  seen 
the  quantity  of  stimulants  ordered,  I conceived  that  the  quantity  was  unusually 
high ; and  I also  observed,  that  I felt  it  my  duty  to  remark  that,  whilst  so  much 
greater  expense  is  there  incurred  for  stimulants,  the  mortality  is  also  very  high 
compared  with  that  in  most  hospitals.  I stated,  that  although  I made  these 
remarks  for  the  information  of  the  committee  and  for  the  consideration  of  the 
medical  officers,  I was  not  prepared  to  make  any  suggestion  to  them  on  the 
subject,  having,  in  fact,  no  authority  to  interfere  in  the  practice  they  considered 
it  necessary  to  adopt.  But  I expressed  a suspicion,  that  some  of  the  patients 
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which  I saw,  do  or  could  use  the  quantity  of  wine  and  whiskey  ordered  for  them, 
of  which,  however,  the  medical  officers  appeared  to  have  no  doubt.  I further 
observed  that,  whilst  the  patients,  with  few  exceptions,  were  affected  similarly  to 
those  I usually  see  in  other  hospitals,  in  which  far  less  expense  is  incurred  for 
stimulants,  the  mortality  in  the  latter  is  considerably  less ; and  although  I knew 
that,  in  a dense  population  like  that  of  Wexford,  cases  of  fever  of  a bad  type  will 
often  occur,  a large  proportion  of  the  patients  are  from  the  rural  part  of  the 
Union,  and  therefore,  that  the  mortality  most  probably  did  not  so  much  depend 
on  the  town  cases. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  bo  perceived  that  I incline  to  the  opinion,  that  the 
amount  of  stimuli  used  in  this  hospital  is  very  high,  and  that  perhaps  it  could  be 
reduced  without  injury  to  the  sick  ; but  I do  not  think  that  any  instructions  to 
that  effect  can  safely  be  given  to  the  medical  officers,  who  are  of  long  standing 
and  in  respectable  practice.  I have,  however,  reason  to  believe,  that  they,  Dr. 
Cardiffe  especially,  are  considered  to  be  in  the  habit  of  ordering  more  stimulants 
than  the  other  practitioners  in  the  district. 

But,  independent  of  the  cost  of  stimuli,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  expense 
of  this  hospital  may  perhaps  be  considerably  reduced.  Its  staff  is  larger  than 
necessary,  I think — a point  on  which  I gave  the  Relief  Committee  my  opinion; 
besides,  the  supply  of  food  and  the  supervision  in  respect  to  it  are  so  defective 
that,  possibly,  waste  takes  place  to  no  small  extent.  On  endeavouring  to  ascer- 
tain what  diets  were  given  to  certain  patients,  I found  to  my  great  surprise 
that  for  several  months  there  is  no  fixed  dietary  for  the  hospital.  The  medical 
officers,  since  December  last,  have  directed  no  particular  diets,  so  understood,  for 
the  patients ; in  a word,  there  is  neither  a dietary  nor  a dietary  book  in  existence. 
At  this  the  committee  was  surprised,  when  I informed  them  of  it ; and  to  show 
them  that  such  was  the  case,  I had  the  matrons  and  head  nurses  called  up,  when, 
on  my  interrogating  them,  the  following  was  admitted  to  be  the  routine 
pursued : — 

The  matrons  receive  bread,  milk,  &c.,  from  those  who  supply  them,  but  they 
make  no  entry  of  the  quantities  received.  They  issue  them  daily  to  the  head 
nurses,  but  they  make  no  entry  of  the  quantities  they  issue.  The  head  nurses  call 
upon  the  matrons  for  the  several  articles  of  diet,  but  they  give  them  no  written  or 
printed  return  of  the  number  for  which  the  diets,  or  the  amount  of  diets,  is 
required.  The  nurses  have  no  written  document  from  the  medical  officers,  nor 
from  any  other  person,  respecting  the  diet  to  be  given  to  the  patients,  nor  to  any 
patient,  but  these  officers  give  verbal  directions  on  the  subject.  Those  direc- 
tions however  are,  as  was  admitted  by  both  gentlemen,  to  give  the  patients  such 
food  as  they  (the  nurses)  should  deem  to  be  fit  for  them  ; leaving  it  optional  to 
the  nurse  to  give  more  or  less  of  bread,  suppose,  as  she  might  consider  the  patient 
would  be  able  to  use  ; and  in  this  the  nurses  stated  that  they  would  be,  and 
are,  much  guided  by  the  wishes  of  the  patients  themselves.  As  an  instance  of 
this  system  I beg  leave  to  state,  that  I found  a man  on  what  the  nurse  called 
“ low  ” diet,  and  that,  as  lie  was  sitting  up  (as  were  many  others  on  what  was  said 
to  be  low  diet),  I asked  how  much  bread  he  had  daily,  when  I found,  after  much 
inquiry,  that  he  had  about  twenty-four  ounces  of  bread  and  one  quart  of  milk — 
not  too  much,  perhaps,  but  far  from  being  low  diet. 

I beg  to  observe  that  the  matrons  and  those  head  nurses  appear  to  be  persons 
of  integrity ; but  a system  like  this  cannot  be  satisfactory — probably  not  one 
of  sufficient  economy,  certainly  not  one  by  which  an  hospital  should  be 
conducted. 

When  the  committee  perceived  this  waut  of  a fixed  dietary,  and  the  irregular 
and  defective  mode  in  which  this  important  portion  of  the  business  of  the  insti- 
tution was  conducted,  they  inquired  of  the  medical  officers  why  they  permitted 
it,  and  why  they  did  not,  as  wras  understood,  act  on  a fixed  dietary,  and  make  the 
proper  entries  daily  in  a dietary  book.  On  this  a scene  of  the  most  painful  nature 
occurred.  The  medical  officers  inculpating  each  other,  not  only  as  to  the  want 
of  attention  to  the  dietary,  but  on  other  points.  Dr.  Cardiffe  stated  that  having 
been  sent  a form  of  the  dietary  by  the  Board  of  Health,  and  having  modified  it, 
he  was  informed  by  that  board  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  do  so,  and  he  stated  that 
under  these  circumstances  he  considered  that  he  was  doing  all  that  was  required 
of  him.  As  this  gentleman  has  much  influence,  I have  reason  to  believe,  with 
the  committee,  and  is  the  person  under  whose  control  the  hospital  is  chiefly  con- 
ducted, I endeavoured  to  impress  upon  him  that  it  was  incumbent  on  him  and 
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on  his  colleague  to  adopt  some  dietary,  and  then  to  have  it  acted  on,  but  that 
they  were  not  at  liberty  to  omit  a dietary  altogether,  as  they  had  done.  Dr. 
Law  expressed  himself  anxious  that  I would  then  suggest  a form  of  dietary,  and 
on  the  committee  also  appearing  to  desire  it,  I was  about  to  do  so,  when  Dr. 
Cardiffe  said  he  would  not  adopt  one  suggested  by  me — that  that  which  he  had  got 
printed  was  sufficient  and  might  be  acted  on.  I then  merely  advised  that  the 
present  system  should  not  be  permitted  any  longer  to  continue,  and  that  Dr. 
Cardiffe’s  dietary,  or  some  other  satisfactory  one,  should  be  carried  out. 

As  my  instructions  were  only  to  inquire  into  the  expense  of  the  stimuli 
ordered  in  the  hospital,  with  a view  to  be  able  to  offer  an  opinion  if  they  were 
quite  necessary,  or  apparently  excessive,  I did  not  deem  it  proper  to  go  into 
any  inquiry  respecting  those  rumoured  abuses;  but  were  the  hospital  to  be 
permanently  under  the  same  system,  and  under  the  same  medical  officers,  I 
should  deem  it  advisable  that  an  inquiry  into  the  past  would  take  place,  or  a 
change  of  medical  officers  be  made — without  one  or  both  of  which  I greatly 
doubt  that  the  hospital  will  bo  managed  with  that  economy  and  system  which 
are  essential  to  its  being  satisfactorily  conducted. 

I feel  it  but  due  to  Sir  Francis  Le  Hunt,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
to  state,  that  his  attention  to  this  institution  deserves  the  greatest  praise.  He 
goes  through  each  ward,  and  exposes  himself  as  if  he  were  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  hospital.  Other  members  of  the  committee  are  also  very  attentive ; but  I 
have  seen  no  other  in  the  hospital. 

I suggested  some  improvement  in  the  ventilation,  which  the  committee 
promised  to  act  on  ; and,  as  I found  some  of  the  wards  rather  crowded,  I 
advised  that  a smaller  number  should  be  kept  in  them : also  that  all  chronic 
cases,  whether  workhouse  paupers,  or  extern  rural  patients,  be  discharged — 
some  of  both  were  then  several  weeks  in  the  hospital,  eases  for  which  the 
workhouse  would  be  the  fitter  place. 

I should  not  omit  to  observe  that  this  is  the  only  fever  institution  in 
the  Union,  some  parts  of  which  arc  at  an  inconvenient  distance  from  Wexford, 
to  admit  of  the  removal  of  fever  patients  from  them  to  it.  In  one  district, 
that  of  Taghmon,  it  was  considered  desirable  to  establish  a temporary  hospital 

but  some  influential  parties  opposed  it,  stating  it  to  be  unnecessary, 
and  that  that  at  Wexford  is  sufficiently  contiguous  and  available.  I have 
however  good  authority  for  believing  that  those  parties  did  not  speak  the 
sense  of  the  middle,  and  of  several  of  the  respectable  classes  of  the  district;  in 
fact,  unless  1 am  misinformed,  a medical  man  in  Wexford  canvassed  for  the 
situation  of  medical  officer  to  it,  to  be  given  to  bis  nephew,  but,  on  finding  that 
lie  would  not  succeed,  he  used  bis  influence  (which  is  very  considerable)  to 
prevent  the  establishment  of  the  hospital.  I inentiou  this  circumstance  to  show 
the  irregular  proceedings  which  take  place,  respecting  relief  of  this  nature, 
under  the  Temporary  Fever  Act. 

RS. — I herewith  return  the  papers  sent. 

Enclosure. 


Table  (A.) — male  patients. 


Number  of 

AromBo 

Average 

d*t- 

Wine  and  on 
Whisk  cy. 

Whiskey 

her  of  ounces 

ofWino 

bor  of ounoes 
of  Whiskoy 
ordorod. 

ounoos  of 
Wiiwfor 

number  of 
ouncos  of 
Whiskoy  for 

Whiskoy  for 
tliosu  not  on 
Wine. 

Wednesday, 

li 

128 

26 

9f 

1£ 

Thursday,  . 

20 

7 

151 

30 

19 

7& 

1 

if 

Friday, 
Saturday,  . 

23 

24 

6 

0 

ISO 

219 

24 

26 

28 

29 

8 

9 

i^V 

1J 

4 

H 

Sunday,  . 

25 

7 

232 

34 

52 

9* 

2* 

if 

Monday,  . 

21 

224 

44 

56 

101 

43 

Tuesday,  . 

20 

11 

238 

42 

68 

lift 

3? 

36 

3! 
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FEMALES. 


Wexford  Union. 


Day. 

Number  of 
Patients  on 
Wino  and  on 
Whiskey. 

Number  on 
Whiskoy 

Total  Num- 
ber of  ounces 
of  Wino 
ordored. 

ber  of  ouncos 
of  Whiskoy 
ordorod-. 

number  of 
ounces  of 
Wino  for 
ooch. 

Average 
numbor  of 
ounces  of 
Whiskoy  for 

Arorago 
number  of 

Whiskoy  for 
those  not  on 
Wino. 

Wednesday, 

36 

4 

261 

15 

3f 

„ . . . 

1 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

Thursday, 

28 

3 

25  2 

12 

9 

4 

_ 

„ 

- 

1 

_ 

4 

_ 

_ 

4 

Friday, 

36 

7 

265 

25 

SJ 

- 

Saturday,  . 

37 

5 

0 

4 

273 

12 

m 

2\ 

- 

Sunday, 

34 

246 

8 

7:1 

2 

_ 

„ 

— 

2 

- 

6 

_ 

_ 

3 

Monday,  . 

32 

2 

227 

G 

7 

3 

- 

„ . . . 

1 

— 

— 

2 

- 

_ 

2 

Tuesday,  . 

37 

4 

254 

11 

7 

2f 

- 

” 

' 

" 

The  Commissioners  to  the  B.oard  of.  Health  : — June  23,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  that  Mr.  Burke,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  having  felt  some 
hesitation  in  countersigning  the  estimates  for  the  supply  of  funds  for  the  tem- 
porary fever  hospital  at  Wexford,  in  consequence  of  the  large  amount  of  the 
items  for  spiritous  liquors,  the  Commissioners  deemed  it  right  to  instruct  Mr. 
Phelan  to  make  inquiry  on  that  point,  and  they  have  now  received  a report 
from  him  on  the  subject,  of  which  a copy  is  enclosed  herewith  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Health. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  Mr.  Phelan’s  report,  that  matters  incidentally  arose 
during  his  inquiry  which  appear  to  show  that  much  irregularity  exists  in  the 
management  of  the  temporary  fever  hospital ; and  the  Commissioners  deem  it  to 
be  expedient  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Health  to  the  subject. 

A copy  of  the  report  from  Mr.  Burke,  upon  which  Mr.  Phelan  was  instructed 
to  make  inquiry,  is  enclosed  herewith. 


The  Board  of  Health  to  the  Commissioners  : — July  14,  1848. 

Adverting  to  your  communication  of  the  23rd  ultimo  I am  directed 
by  the  Central  Board  of  Health  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Com- 
missioners, that  the  board  have  fully  considered  those  parts  of  Mr.  Phelan’s 
report,  of  13th  ultimo,  which  have  reference  to  the  administration  of  wine  and 
other  stimulants  to  the  patients  in  the  temporary  fever  hospital  at  Wexford. 

They  have  before  them  the  report  of  their  own  Inspector,  Dr.  Freke,  of  the 
22nd  June,  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract : — 

“ The  enormous  sum  of  £807  19s.  2d.  has  been  expended  on  wine,  spirits,  and  porter  in 
this  hospital  since  July,  1847,  at  which  time  it  came  under  the  control  of  the  Central 
Board  of  Health.  The  order  book  for  these  articles  has  been  so  carelessly  and  irregularly 
kept  till  within  the  last  few  months,  that  it  affords  no  information,  which  can  be  relied  on, 
as  to  the  amount  ordered  for  patients  during  the  earlier  months.  I send  herewith  an 
account  of  the  amount  furnished,  as  also  of  the  amount  consumed  by  the  patients  during 
the  last  four  months. 

“ I think  it  right  to  observe  that  Mr.  Hughes,  the  merchant  who  furnished  these  articles, 
is  an  active  member  of  the  hospital  committee.” 

The  Board  of  Health,  in  order  to  make  the  conclusion  they  have  arrived  at 
satisfactory,  have  obtained  returns  from  other  fever  hospitals  for  a period  of 
four  months,  being  the  period  for  which  the  expenditure  is  given  in  Mr.  Phelan’s 
and  Dr.'  Freke’s  reports.  From'  Dr.  Freke’s  report  it  appears  that  in  the  four 
months  of  March,  April,  May,  and  June  there  were  consumed — 1,980  bottles  of 
wine,  58  gallons  of  whiskey,  1,524  bottles  of  porter. 

Mr.  Phelan  states  in  his  report  that;  in  addition  to  the  other  stimulants,- 40 
gallons  of  beer  were  consumed  in  four  months. 
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Wexford  Union. 


During  the  above  period  of  four  months,  ending  the  30th  June,  the  average 
number  of  patients  in  the  temporary  fever  hospital  at  Wexford  was  132. 

In  Cork-street  fever  hospital  the  average  number  of  patients  in  hospital  for 
the  same  period,  viz.,  four  months,  has  been  162,  and  the  consumption  of  stimu- 
lants has  been — 333  bottles  of  wine ; 7S5  pint  bottles  of  porter ; whiskey,  none  ; 
beer,  none. 

In  Hardwicke  fever  hospital  the  average  number  of  patients  has  been  124, 
and  the  consumption  of  stimulants  has  been — 754  bottles  of  wine;  1,662  pint 
bottles  of  porter ; 39  gallons  of  whiskey ; beer,  none. 

In  the  Meath  hospital  (fever  wards)  the  average  number  of  patients  has  been 
29,  and  the  consumption  has  been — 233  bottles  of  wine ; 894  pint  bottles  of 
porter  ; whiskey,  none  ; beer,  none. 

In  the  Dublin  South  Union  (Kilmainham)  temporary  fever  hospital  the 
average  number  of  patients  has  been  229,  and  the  consumption  of  stimulants 
has  been — 1,220  bottles  of  wine ; 2,425  pint  bottles  of  porter;  16  gallons  of 
whiskey ; 7g  gallons  of  brandy. 

Reducing  the  numbers  of  the  patients  in  these  hospitals  to  equal  terms,  the 
relative  consumption  of  wine  and  other  stimulants  will  be  as  follows  for  four 
months : — • 


In  Cork -street  fever  hospital,  for  100  patients  for 

Wino, 

Bottles. 

Porter, 
Pint  Bottles. 

Whiskey,  &c 
Gallons. 

four  months,  ..... 

* In  Hardwicke  fever  hospital,  for  100  patients  for 

205 

484 

• 

four  months,  ..... 

608 

. 1,340 

• 3i| 

In  Meath  hospital,  for  100  patients  for  four  months, 
In  South  Dublin  Union  temporary  fever  hospital, 

803 

. 3,082 

- 

for  100  patients  for  four  months, 

In  Wexford  temporary  fever  hospital,  for  100 

532 

. 1,058 

. 10 

patients  for  four  months, 

1,500 

. 1,154 

. 44 

The  exhibition  of  wine  and  other  stimulants  is  now  to  be  examined  in  another 
point  of  view.  It  appears  from  Mr.  Phelan’s  report  (vide  table  A)  that  there 
were  in  the  temporary  fever  hospital  in  the  week  ending  13th  June  117  patients, 
of  whom  sixty-eight  were  on  -wine  and  whiskey  ; returns  have  been  obtained  from 
the  other  hospitals  referred  to  for  the  same  week,  from  which  it  appears  that 
there  were  in  the  same  week  on  stimulants,  viz. : — 


Wine  and  Spirits. 

In  Cork-street  fever  hospital  of  156  patients,  ...  24 

In  Hardwicke  fever  hospital  of  124  „ 19 

In  Meath  hospital  of  26  „ ...  9 

In  South  Union  hospital  of  139  „ . . . 52 

On  reducing  the  numbers  as  before  to  equal  terms,  the  relative  proportioi 
will  be — 

Per  cent. 

Of  patients  on  stimulants  in  Cork-street  fever  hospital,  . 16 

>,  „ Hardwicke  fever  hospital,  . 15 

„ „ Meath  hospital,  ...  34 

„ „ South  Union,  Dublin,  ) 


Temporary  fever  hospital,  j ° 
s,  „ Wexford  temporary  fever  hospital,  58 

To  make  this  comparison  fair,  it  is  necessary  to  give  the  average  consumption 
as  well  as  the  numbers ; it  is  as  follows : — 


In  Cork-street  fever  hospital  the  daily  average  con- 
sumption during  the  above  week  for  every  100 

patients  is, 

In  Hardwicke  fever  hospital,  . 

In  Meath  hospital  (fever  wards),  . 

In  South  Union,  Dublin,  temporary  fever  hospital,  . 
In  Wexford  fever  hospital,  . 


Wine.  Whiskey. 


45  - 

96  19 

174 

119  4 

384  75 


* In  Hardwicke  fever  hospital,  porter  mixed  with  whiskey,  generally  in  the  proportion  of  one  glass 
of  whiskey  to  a pint  of  porter,  is  occasionally  administered  as  a substitute  for  wine. 
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It  is  seen  from  the  above  comparisons  that  both  the  quantity  of  wine  and  spirits 
consumed,  and  the  proportion  of  cases  in  which  such  stimulants  were  exhibited 
have  been  excessive  in  the  Wexford  fever  hospital. 

. ^1C  a^ov®  observations  it  is  seen  refer  to  the  general  average  expenditure  of 
wine  and  spirits.  The  Board  of  Health  would  willingly  terminate  their  obser- 
vations here,  but  the  documents  laid  before  them  compel  them,  reluctantly,  to 
make  some  observations  on  the  practice  pursued  in  the  Wexford  fever  hospital 
Jr*16  i nCG  t0  individVal  cases-  The  Board  of  Health  are  well  aware  how 
difficult  and  how  obnoxious  may  be  the  expression  of  their  opinion  on  points  of 
practice ; and  in  expressing  their  dissent  from  the  lavish  and  injudicious  exhibition 
of  wine  and  spirits  at  the  W exford  fever  hospital,  they  will  avail  themselves,  as 
already,  of  a comparison  with  other  hospitals.  In  Mr.  Phelan’s  report  the  fol- 
lowing- passage  occurs : — “ I beg  to  observe  that  some  of  Dr.  Cardiffe’s  patients 
“ are  ordered  as  high  as  thirty. ounces  of  wane  and  twelve  ounces  of  whiskey 
“ daily,  and  that  there  were  six  on  twenty-four  ounces  of  wine  each,  two  of 
“ which  had  also  twelve  ounces  of  -whiskey  each,  and  the  other  four  six  ounces 
“ each.” 

The  Board  of  Health  are  quite  ready  to  admit  that  a solitary  case  of  fever  may 
occur,  although  indeed  rarely,  in  which  it  is  requisite  to  give  stimulants  in  very 
considerable  quantity  for  a short  period  to  sustain  life,  but  such  cases  always  form 
a very  small  proportion  indeed  of  cases  in  hospital,  and  it  is  impossible  to  admit 
that  the  daily  administration  to  a patient  of  one  bottle  and  a quarter  of  wine  and 
three-quarters  of  a pint  of  whiskey,  could  be  either  requisite  or  could  be  even  justi- 
fied. It  appears  moreover  that  of  forty-nine  patients  there  were  six  on  twenty-four 
ounces  of  wine,  two  of  which  had  also  twelve  ounces  or  three-quarters  of  a pint  of 
whiskey  each,  and  the  other  four  one  and  a half  naggin  each.  It  is  impossible  to 
believe  that  there  could  be  such  a proportion  as  this  requiring  such  an  extrava- 
gant administration  of  stimulants.  That  the  Board  of  Health  have  sufficient 
grounds  for  expressing  their  decided  opinion  on  a point  of  practice  will  be  admit- 
ted when  it  appears  by  the  weekly  return  now  before  the  Board  of  Health  for 
the  month  of  June,  from  the  four  hospitals  already  referred  to  for  comparison, 
viz.,  Cork-street  fever  hospital,  Hardwicke  fever  hospital,  the  Meath  hospital, 
and  the  South  Union  temporary  fever  hospital,  that  of  544  patients  under  treat- 
ment in  the  month,  there  was  only  one  case  in  which  twenty-eight  ounces,  or  very 
little  more  than  one  bottle  of  wine  was  given  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  only 
three  cases  in  which  as  much  as  sixteen  ounces,  or  two-thirds  of  a bottle  of  wine 
was  allowed  in  the  day ; on  contrasting  this  with  the  disproportionate  expendi- 
ture in  the  Wexford  temporary  fever  hospital,  the  Board  of  Health  cannot  hesitate 
to  express  their  disapprobation  of  the  practice  pursued  in  that  hospital. 

The  following  are  the  tables  of  mortality  for  the  period  of  four  months  from 
the  several  hospitals,  including  the  Wexford  temporary  fever  hospital,  referred  to 
in  this  report. 

Return  of  Patients  admitted  in  the  under-mentioned  Hospitals  during  the  Months  of 
March,  April,  May,  and  June. 


Namo  of  Hospital. 

Number 

admitted. 

Discharged. 

Diod. 

Numbor 

remaining. 

Rato  per 
Mortality. 

Cork-street  fever  hospital, 

971 

757 

70 

144 

7J 

Kilmainliam  temporary  hospital, 

1,244: 

1,064 

104 

76 

8* 

Hardwicke  fever  hospital, 

961 

750 

86 

125 

8-J4 

Meath  hospital,  .... 

177 

134 

17 

26 

9X 

W exford  temporary  fever  hospital,  . 

8 55 

646 

118 

91 

13^ 

The  Board  of  Health  are  fully  aware  that,  from  the  many  contingencies* 
necessary  to  be  taken  into  the  calculation,  it  is  often  most  difficult  to  deduce, 
from  tables  of  comparative  mortality,  a satisfactory  conclusion  as  to  varied  mode 

* For  example,  at  Cork-street  fever  hospital  it  is  a rule  of  the  institution,  that  no  patient  shall 
be  admitted  who  lias  not  been  previously  visited  by  the  extern  physician,  and  certified  for  as  a proper 
subject  for  the  hospital.11 

This  rule  necessarily  excludes  the  admission  of  patients  whose  cases  are  hopeless ; on  the  other 
hand,  such  cases  are  frequently  left  by  their  friends  at  the  gates  of  other  hospitals,  and  are,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  admitted. 

» Roport  on  Charitablo  Institutions  of  Dublin,  ordered  by  House  of  Commons  to  bs  prinlod,  1842. 


Wexford  Union. 
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of  practice ; but  it  will,  however,  be  evident  from  the  above  tables,  that  the 
result  of  the  disproportionately  large  administration  of  stimulants  in  Wexford 
hospital  has  not  been  favourable. 

The  Board  of  Health  feel  themselves  also  called  upon  to  state,  that,  from  the 
want  of  a dietary  and  from  other  matters,  the  whole  internal  management  of 
the  hospital  is  very  defective. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — July  22,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  your  clear  and  con- 
vincing statement  respecting  the  excessive  use  of  wine  and  spiritous  liquors  in 
the  Wexford  temporary  fever  hospital. 

In  regard  to  the  best  mode  of  checking  such  abuses  for  the  future,  the  Com-! 
missioners  are  disposed  to  think  that  a proper  remedy  could  be  provided  most 
effectually  by  the  Board  of  Health  themselves  in  one  of  the  two  following  ways, 
viz.,  either  by  their  moving  his  Excellency  to  determine  the  appointment  of  the 
present  medical  officer  of  the  Union  in  charge  of  the  hospital,  and  to  appoint 
another  medical  officer  for  the  discharge  of  the  said  duties  ; or  by  your  commu- 
nicating with  the  present  medical  officer,  and  issuing  to  him  such  instructions 
for  his  guidance  as  will  lead  to  an  alteration  in  his  present  mode  of  practice 
in  the  treatment  of  fever  patients. 

Some  benefit  might  also  arise  by  the  adoption  of  another  course.  If  you 
would  be  so  good  as  to  suggest  a dietary  for  the  use  of  the  hospital,  with  a scale 
of  stimulants  in  reference  to  the  number  of  inmates,  the  Commissioners,  acting 
as  Relief  Commissioners,  might  request  the  Finance  Committee  and  the  Relief 
Committee  to  accept  such  dietary  and  scale  of  stimulants  as  the  basis  of  their 
estimates. 

This  last  expedient  would  not,  however,  be  so  effective  or  direct  as  either 
of  the  two  other  alternatives  suggested. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Finance  Committee  : — July  25,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Relief  Commissioners  to'forward  herewith,  for  the 
information  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  Wexford  Union,  tho  substance  of  a 
report  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  the  Central  Board  of  Health, 
relative  to  the  excessive  use  of  wine  and  spiritous  liquors  in  the  Wexford 
temporary  fever  hospital ; and  I am  to  request  that  the  Finance  Committee 
will  be  good  enough  to  communicate  with  the  Relief  Committee  in  charge  of  the 
hospital  on  the  subject. 


The  Board  of  Health  to  the  Commissioners  July  25,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Central  Board  of  Health  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  22nd  instant,  relative  to  the  quantity  of  stimulants 
used  at  the  W exford  temporary  fever  hospital ; and  in  reference  to  the  sugges- 
tions offered  by  the  Commissioners  I am  to  state,  that  the  Board  of  Health  have 
instructed  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  that  hospital  to  send  up  with  each 
weekly  report  a list  of  the  patients  receiving,  wine  or  other  stimulants,  &c.,  and 
they  have  forwarded  to  the  Guardians  forms  of  dietary  for  the  use  of  patients  in 
the  hospital.  Should  any  additional  proceedings  be  necessary,  the  board  will  be 
prepared  to  attend  to  the  other  suggestion  contained  in  your  letter ; and  mean- 
time they  will  co-operate  with  the  Guardians  in ‘^enforcing  economy  in  the 
management  of  the  hospital. 


The  Board  of  Health  to  the  Commissioners  : — August  8,  1848. 

Adverting  to  the  letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  14th  ultimo,  relative  to 
the  use  of  stimulants  in  the  Wexford  temporary  fever  hospital,  I am  directed 
by  the  Central  Board  of  Health  to  forward  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
Commissioners,  a copy  of  a letter  which  the  board  have  addressed  to  the  chair- 
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man  of  the  Wexford  Relief  Committee,  and  to  Dr.  Cardiff,  the  medical  officer  Werfort  Union, 
of  the  Wexford  temporary  fever  hospital,  on  that  subject.  

Enclosure. 


The  Board  of  Health  hare  before  them  the  reports  of  the  temporary  fever  hospital 
at  Wexford  for  the  two  weeks  ending,  respectively,  29th  July  and  5th  August.  They  feel 
themselves  bound  to  reiterate  their  opinion,  already  communicated  to  the  Commissioners 
for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  in  a report  (a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  enclosed),  that  the  consumption  of  stimulants  in  that  hospital  is  extravagant. 


By  the  return  now  before  them,  it  appears  that  the  average  number  of 
patients  in  the  hospital  for  the  week  ended  29th  July,  was 
And  the  average  number  of  patients  receiving  wine  and  whiskey,  or  both,  was 
The  highest  number  in  hospital  on  any  one  day  was  on  Tuesday,  25th  ult., 
when  there  were 


62 

26 

65 


Of  this  number  it  appears  that  27  were  taking  wine  or  whiskey,  or  both,  and  that  on  Sun- 
day, the  23rd  ultimo,  of  63  patients,  more  than  one-lialf,  or  34,  were  in  like  manner  on 
wine  or  whiskey,  or  both. 

In  the  second  week,  ending  the  5th  August,  the  average  number  of  patients  in  hospital 
was  56,  and  the  average  number  of  patients  on  wine  or  whiskey,  or  on  both,  was  20. 

The  highest  number  of  patients  in  hospital,  on  any  one  day,  was  on  Tuesday,  1st  instant, 
when  62  patients  were  in  hospital,  of  whom  22  were  on  stimulants  as  above ; it  also  appears, 
that  during  the  two  weeks  referred  to,  one-third  of  the  whole  number  of  patients  in  hos- 
pital were  taking  wine  or  whiskey,  or  both,  which  is  very  much  beyond  the  usual  proportion 
of  patients  in  a fever  hospital  for  whom  stimulants  are  found  to  be  necessary.  The  Board 
of  Health  have  examined  the  return  from  a fever  hospital  in  Dublin,  containing  for  the 
past  week  an  average  number  of  110  patients  daily,  and  the  number  on  wine  is  only  7,  or 
about  one-fifteenth  of  the  whole  number  ; whereas  in  Wexford  fever  hospital,  for  the  same 
time,  the  average  number  being  56,  the  average  number  on  wine  or  whiskey,  or  both, 
was  20,  or  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole  number  in  hospital. 

_ The  Board  of  Health  have  now  to  observe  on  the  quantity  of  wine  administered  indi- 
vidually to  the  patients.  They  observe  that  many  of  the  patients,  even  females,  have  been 
ordered  daily,  for  several  days  in  succession,  quantities,  varying  from  sixteen  ounces  of 
wine  and  four  ounces  of  whiskey  to  twenty-eight  ounces  of  wine  and  six  ounces  of  whiskey. 

Giving  all  the  consideration  in  their  power  to  the  matter,  and  referring  to  their  former 
report,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  mortality  in  the  Wexford  temporary  fever  hospital 
has  been  considerably  above  the  ordinary  mortality  of  other  fever  hospitals,  the  Board 
of  Health  have  to  express  their  disapprobation  of  the  practice  of  administering  such  quan- 
tities of  stimulants,  and  to  express  their  expectation  of  seeing  henceforth  a very  consi- 
derable reduction  in  their  administration. 


T 2 
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Swineford  Union. 


SWINEFORD  UNION. 


Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes  : — June  20,  1848. 

Resolved — That  we  earnestly  request  the  Commissioners  will  kindly  obtain 
for  us  a loan  to  lessen  our  debt  to  our  contractor  for  meal,  as  the  pressure  on 
us  at  present  is  so  serious,  and  likely  to  continue  so  for  five  weeks.  We  feel 
confident  that  we  shall  be  able  to  repay  this  loan  by  Christmas,  with  any  interest 
charged  upon  it,  as  all  over  the  Union  the  crops  are  most  flourishing ; and  we 
feel  satisfied  the  severe  pressure  will  cease  in  five  weeks  from  this  time ; and  we 
request  Captain  Hanley  will  lay  this  case  before  the  Commissioners  for  us. 


Captain  Hanley  to  the  Commissioners  : — June  28,  1848. 

I yesterday  attended  the  usual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians ; and 
with  regard  to  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Union,  I suggested  the  necessity  of 
calling  for  a statement  by  advertisement  of  all  outstanding  claims,  with  a view 
to  arranging  some  mode  of  adjustment.  I was  assured  of  the  great  anxiety  which 
prevailed  on  the  subject ; and  that  the  board  was  prepared  to  lay  before  me  a 
full  statement  of  their  liabilities,  which  I beg  to  annex. 

The  contractor  for  supplying  meal  having  intimated  “ that  with  every  dis- 
“ position  to  afford  accommodation  to  the  Union,  he  would  be  unable  to  proceed 
“ without  a considerable  payment  on  account,  the  board  requested  I would  lay 
“ their  case  before  the  Commissioners,  trusting  for  aid,  by  way  of  loan,  in  this 
“ great  emergency ; that  a revisor  having  been  appointed,  the  most  expeditious 
“ steps  would  be  adopted  for  arranging  the  books  and  striking  a rate,  sufficient 
“to  cover  the  liabilities  of  the  Union,  which  would  come  into  operation  in 
“ harvest,  when  money  is  best  procurable  in  this  district.”  I must  say,  the 
board  evinces  the  best  disposition  to  do  every  thing  practicable,  but  without  the 
required  aid,  I fear  we  cannot  get  on.  I therefore  under  all  the  circumstances 
beg  leave  to  recommend  it  to  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  Commissioners. 


Enclosure. 

Liabilities  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  exclusive  of  any  sums  duo  to  Government : 

June  27,  1848. 


Names  of  Creditors. 


Messrs.  Gallagher,  Ballina, 

Do., 

George  Horkan, 

Michael  Durkan, 

Do., 

John  Kyle,  . . 

Pat  Stanton,  . 

Charles  Carroll, 

Michael  Cawley, 

J ohn  Mulligan, 

Anderson,  Sligo, 

Messrs.  Bryan,  Dublin, 

Alexander  Thom,  Dublin. 
Returning  Officer,  . 

Michael  Cawley, 

Rate  Collectors, 

Officers, . . . 

Sundry  small  Accounts,  (say  about) 


Meal  Contractor, 
Cheques  unpaid. 

Milk,  . 

Bread, 

Cheque  unpaid. 
Groceries,  Soap,  Candh 
Turf,  . . 

Meat, 

Groceries, 

Clothing,  . 


Books,  &c.. 
Election  Expenses, 
Coffins,  . 
Poundage, 

Salaries,  . 


Total, 


Cr. — Amount  in  Treasurer’s  hands, 

Amount  sent  to  the  Bank  yesterday, 


£16  18  41 
90  12  11 


Net  Amount  of  Liabilities, 


I Amount. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

3,763 

18 

4 

450 

0 

0 

81 

4 

10£ 

45 

16 

8 

20 

0 

0 

52 

7 

9 

18 

3 

10 

11 

2 

4 

14 

3 

10 

37 

15 

4 

14 

3 

0 

17 

11 

64 

59 

12 

6 

19 

3 

1 

13 

0 

0 

354 

12 

0 

187 

8 

4 

30 

0 

0 

5,190 

3 

5 

107 

10 

5 

£5,082 

13 

0 

Richard  Kyle,  Clerk  of  Union. 
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Colonel  Vaughan  Jackson  to  the  Commissioners  : — June  28,  1848.  Swineford  Union. 

E have  been  requested  by  the  Swineford  Board  of  Guardians  to  ask  the 
favour  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  obtaining  a loan  of  £4,000  for  the  Union, 
on  the  security  of  the  rate ; and  I have  been  further  requested  by  the  Guardians 
to  aslc  the  favour  of  the  Commissioners’  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the  board 
yesterday,  the  27th  instant,  in  reference  to  this  matter. 

The  Guardians  also  desire  that  the  Commissioners  shall  refer  to  Captain 
Hanley,  Government  Inspector,  on  this  subject. 

The  object  of  the  loan  is,  to  pay  Messrs.  Gallagher  and  Co.  a debt  due  them  by 
the  Union  for  meal  supplied  the  poor  in  the  Union. 

Messrs.  Gallagher  and  Co.  have  acted  most  liberally  in  their  dealings  with  the 
Guardians,  but  the  position  of  the  money  market  makes  it  most  inconvenient  to 
them  to  have  so  large  a sum  owed  them  in  one  channel. 


The  Commissioners  to  Sir  Charles  Trevelyan  : — July  1,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  beg  leave  to  bring  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury,  an  application  which  has  been 
made  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Swineford  Union,  to  obtain  for  them  a 
loan  to  enable  them  to  lessen  the  debt  due  to  their  contractor  for  meal,  who  has 
intimated  to  the  Guardians  that  he  will  be  unable  to  continue  the  supply  of  meal 
without  a considerable  payment  on  account. 

Captain  Hanley,  the  Temporary  Inspector  of  the  Union,  in  a recent  communi- 
cation to  the  Commissioners  states,  that  he  is  constantly  bringing  before  the 
Guardians  the  state  of  their  finances,  and  that  he  is  urging  the  collectors  in  every 
possible  way  to  collect  the  outstanding  rates.  He  further  states,  that  he  fears 
without  some  assistance  much  embarrassment  to  the  Union  will  arise ; that  the 
weekly  expenditure  of  the  Union  is  considerable,  and  must  continue  so  for  a 
short  time;  that  there  is  a considerable  debt  owing  to  the  contractors  for  supplies, 
and  great  difficulty  experienced  in  collecting  the  rate  at  the  present  time ; but 
that  a new  rate  has  been  made,  which  will  come  into  collection  early  in  the 
harvest ; and  that,  as  no  indisposition  to  pay  the  rates  has  appeared  in  the 
Swineford  Union,  he  is  satisfied,  from  the  prosperous  appearance  of  the  crops, 
the  Board  of  Guardians  will  be  in  a position,  before  Christmas  next,  to  repay 
the  required  advance,  and  meet  its  other  engagements. 

The  arrears  of  rate  uncollected  on  the  31st  of  May  last  were  £G,40G,  of  a rate 
of  £9,319  made  in  January,  1848,  and  put  in  collection  at  the  close  of  February. 
The  rate  was  3s.  l\d.  in  the  pound. 

The  collection  and  expenses  were  as  follow : — 


Collections. 

Expenses. 

March, 

£933 

£1,299 

April, 

1,042 

1,561 

May, 

728 

1,664 

June, 

. 859 

1,664  (alout.) 

Now  making  . 

3,562 

6,188 

Excess  of  the  Expenses  for  the  four  months,  £2,626 
Debts  to  the  30th  June,  . . 4,453 

The  out-door  relief  in  the  Union  for  the  week  ended  the  17th  June  last  cost 
£467,  being  about  £200  more  than  the  rates  collected ; and  the  Commissioners 
are  informed  by  their  Inspector,  Mr.  R.  Bourke,  that  the  destitution  in  this 
Union  is  greatly  increased,  as  evidenced  by  the  numbers  on  the  relief  lists. 

The  Commissioners  have  now  received  a communication  from  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  in  -which  he  states,  that  the  amount  which  the  Guardians 
are  desirous  of  borrowing  is  £4,000  ; and  under  the  circumstances,  and  looking 
to  the  fact  that  Swineford  Union  has  not  participated  in  the  benefits  of  the 
British  Relief  Association,  otherwise  than  in  the  relief  afforded  through  the 
public  schools,  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  placing  the  application  before 
their  lordships,  and  of  recommending  it  to  favourable  consideration;  at  the 
same  time,  having  regard  to  the  minute  of  their  lordships  of  the  27th  June,  the 
Commissioners  consider  it  probable  that  if  £2,000  be  granted  to  this  Union  by 
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Swineford  Union,  tlieir  lordships,  the  Guardians  may  be  enabled  to  borrow  the  remainder  from 

their  treasurer,  or  some  other  private  source ; but  unless  some  aid  be  given  to  this 

Union,  the  Commissioners  would  entertain  serious  apprehension  that  the  destitute 
poor  would  not  have  sufficient  means  provided  for  their  relief. 


Sir  Charles  E.  Trevelyan  to  the  Commissioners  : — • July  5,  1848 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  I am  commanded  by  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to  inform  you,  that  their  lordships 
cannot  comply  with  the  application  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Swineford 
Union  for  a loan  of  £1,000 ; it  being  their  intention,  as  stated  in  their  minute 
dated  27th  ultimo,  that  any  assistance  which  it  may  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
give  to  distressed  Unions  previously  to  next  harvest  should  be  given  in  the  shape 
of  grants;  and  it  is  also  to  be  observed,  that  the  sum  of  £6,020  is  owing  to  the 
public  by  the  Swineford  Union,  on  account  of  advances  made  under  the  10th 
Viet.,  c.  7,  for  which  the  rates  levied  after  next  harvest  will  be  liable. 

Their  lordships  will  not,  however,  refuse  tlieir  sanction  to  grants  being  made 
to  this  Union  from  time  to  time  until  next  harvest,  to  the  aggregate  amount  of 
£2,000,  provided  it  be  fully  understood  that  the  further  sum  required  for  the 
support  of  the  destitute  poor  will  be  raised  by  the  Union. 

These  and  all  other  grants  to  distressed  Unions  will,  as  directed  in  the  minute 
of  this  board,  dated  the  28th  ultimo,  be  made  in  meal  or  other  supplies,  in  every 
case  in  which  supplies  can  be  furnished  from  the  government  depots. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — July  8,  1848. 

Adverting  to  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Swineford 
Union  on  the  20th  ultimo,  in  which  they  request  the  Commissioners  to  obtain 
for  them  a loan  to  lessen  the  liabilities  of  the  Union,  the  Commissioners 
desire  to  state,  that  having  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  Union  they 
made  a representation  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury, 
with  a view  to  obtain  some  assistance  to  meet  the  pressing  wants  of  the  Union ; 
and  the  Commissioners  have  now  received  a communication  from  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury,  in  which  their  lordships  advert  to  the  debt  of  £6,620  owing  to  the 
public  by  the  Union,  _ and  state  that  their  lordships  will  sanction  grants  being 
now  made  to  the  Union  from  time  to  time  until  next  harvest,  to  the  aggregate 
amount  of  £2,000,  provided  that  it  be  fully  understood  that  the  further  sum 
required  for  the  support  of  the  destitute  poor  will  be  raised  by  the  Union ; these 
advances  will  be  raised  in  meal  or  other  supplies  from  the  Commissariat  Depots: 
it  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  that  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  provision 
required  (to  the  extent  of  the  £2,000)  should  be  furnished  each  week  to  the 
Temporary  Inspector  in  charge  of  the  Union,  through  whom  all  such  advances 
will  be  made  to  the  Union. 
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SLIGO  UNION. 

Sligo  Union, 

The  Commissioners  to  Sir  Charles  E.  Trevelyan  •.—July  15,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  forward  to  you  herewith  an  extract  from  a 
report  received  from  their  Temporary  Inspector,  Captain  Gilbert,  on  the  14th  ult., 
together  with  a copy  of  resolutions  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Sligo  Union, 
on  the  13tli  June  and  11th  instant,  respectively,  relative  to  the  present  financial 
state  of  the  Union ; and  they  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  bring  the 
subject  under  the  consideration  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s 
Treasury,  with  a view  to  this  Union  being  allowed  some  pecuniary  aid  under 
their  lordships’  minute  of  the  27th  ultimo. 

In  making  this  application  in  behalf  of  the  Sligo  Union,  the  Commissioners 
desire  to  state,  that  they  have  not  resolved  to  do  so  without  first  urging  upon 
the  Guardians,  through  the  Temporary  Inspector,  to  procure  assistance  by  loan 
from  the  Union  treasurer ; in  which,  however,  as  the  Commissioners  learn  by  a 
letter  from  Captain  Gilbert,  dated  the  13th  ultimo,  the  Guardians  have  been 
unsuccessful. 

The  rate  collected  in  the  present  year  in  this  Union  has  been  about  three 
shillings  in  the  pound  in  nearly  all  divisions.  Other  high  rates  are  being  pre- 
pared, but  are  considered  by  the  Inspector  as  available  only  to  a very  small 
extent  before  harvest. 

Looking  therefore  to  the  fact,  that  this  Union  did  not  participate  in  the 
bounty  of  the  British  Relief  Association,  except  in  relief  to  children  attending 
the  schools,  and  the  pecuniary  difficulties  under  which  the  Union  is  labouring, 
the  Commissioners  recommend  to  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury,  the  application  now  made  by  the  Board  of  Guardians ; and  the  Com- 
missioners request  that  their  lordships  will  authorize  the  Commissioners  to 
assist  the  electoral  divisions  referred  to  in  the  Guardians’  resolution  of  the  11th 
instant,  to  such  an  extent  as  the  circumstances  of  those  divisions  may  seem 
to  the  Guardians  to  require. 

Enclosures. 

I. 

Extract  from  Report  from  Captain  Gilbert  to  the  Commissioners. 

Tiie  financial  state  of  the  Union  requires  special  notice  in  this  report ; anil  I beg  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  it,  anil  request  their  advice  and  assistance 
under  the  circumstances. 

The  annexed  copy  of  a resolution  was  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  board  yesterday. 

In  reference  thereto  it  behoves  mo  to  add,  that  the  Guardians  are  most  attentive  and 
zealous  in  their  endeavours  to  economize  in  every  department,  and  every  exertion  lias  been 
and  is  still  made  to  collect  every  shilling  that  now  remains  in  the  collectors’  rate-books  ; 
but  it  is  totally  impossible  to  calculate  in  collecting  more  than  £1,500,  from  the  present 
outstanding  rates ; part  of  this  will  be  obtained  with  difficulty,  as  the  agents  of  several 
of  the  landlords  have  refused  payment,  and  others  are  absent.  I have  ordered  a list  of 
absent  landlords  and  their  agents  to  be  made  out,  which  I will  forward  to  you  so  soon  as 
I receive  it. 

The  Guardians  do  not  make  an  application  for  assistance  because  the  Unions  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  are  obtaining  it ; but  they  request  the  Commissioners  to  consider 
the  enormous  expense  they  have  been  put  to,  in  enlarging  the  accommodation  of  the 
house  and  hiring  other  auxiliary  houses  in  the  town,  with  the  additional  salaries  of  officers 
attached  to  these  houses — all  of  which  have  materially  added  to  the  expenses  of  the  Union, 
and  diminished  the  funds.  These  steps,  though  expensive,  have  been  adopted  in  pre- 
ference to  having  recourse  to  general  out-door  relief. 

The  estimates  for  the  year  commencing  25th  March  last  have  already  been  made  out ; 
and  the  rates  necessary  for  raising  the  amount  have  been  struck  and  forwarded  for  the 
approval  of  the  Commissioners. 

In  the  electoral  divisions  where  an  instalment  of  the  old  rate  is  only  necessary,  the 
collectors  might  receive  orders  to  commence  the  collection  of  such  instalment  at  once ; 
but  I do  not  think  it  possible,  unless  from  some  of  the  highest  ratepayers,  that  auy  material 
sum  can  be  calculated  on  before  harvest ; and  in  electoral  divisions  where  a new  rate  is 
struck,  it  will  take  at  least  two  months  to  prepare  the  books. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  I have,  at  the  request  of  the  Guardians  specified  in  their 
resolution,  to  submit  to  the  Commissioners  the  necessity  of  their  affording  to  the  Guardians 
some  pecuniary  assistance,  to  enable  them  to  pay  off  their  liabilities  and  to  meet  their 
weekly  expenses,  till  the  rate  collectors  are  able  to  collect  sufficient,  on  the  strength  of  a 
new  rate,  to  render  such  assistance  no  longer  necessary,  and  to  repay  any  loan  the  Com- 
missioners may  be  pleased  to  appropriate  to  the  service  of  this  Union. 
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Sligo  Union.  Resolution  of  the  Guardians  referred  to  in  foregoing  extract. 

' ' Resolved — That  the  outstanding  debt  previous  to  the  25th  March,  1848,  amounts  to 

£2,000,  and  the  unpaid  cheques  posterior  to  that  date  to  the  sum  of  £4,000  up  to  the 
1st  day  of  June,  making  the  liabilities  of  the  Union  to  amount  to  £0,000,  to  meet  which 
there  is  only  £1,500  of  the  uncollected  rate  likely  to  be  collected  ; and  that  in  fact  the 
Union  will  require  the  sum  of  £7,000,  exclusive  of  the  £1,500  to  be  collected,  to  carry 
on  the  in  and  out-door  relief  for  the  six  months,  from  the  25th  March,  1848,  to  25th  Sep- 
tember of  the  same  year.  Under  these  circumstances  we  request  Captain  Gilbert  to  make 
application  to  the  Commissioners  to  recommend  a loan  or  grant  of  that  sum,  or  otherwise 
a supply  of  provisions  as  given  to  other  Unions  similarly  situated. 

(Signed,)  James  Wood,  Chairman. 

Board-room,  Sligo,  June  13,  1848. 


II. 


Resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  11th  July,  1848. 

Resolved — That  this  board  think  it  but  right  to  represent  to  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, that  they  have  since  the  passing  of  the  poor  law  used  their  best  endeavours  to 
carry  out  its  provisions ; but  that  from  the  almost  total  absence  of  employment  for  the  able- 
bodied  labourers,  the  pressure  upon  the  house  for  relief  still  continues  unabated ; that  a 
three-shilling  rate  is  now  nearly  exhausted,  and  that  they  have  no  hopes  of  being  able  to 
collect  any  considerable  sum  until  after  harvest;  that  a sum  of  £3,000  is  due  their  con- 
tractor for  meal,  who  is  pressing  for  payment,  as  well  as  other  liabilities  to  the  amount  of 
£4,000,  making  a total  of  £7,000 ; that  in  the  adjoining  Unions  in  the  county  of  Mayo,  large 
grants  have  been  mado  in  aid  of  the  rates,  while  in  the  Sligo  Union  nothing  has  been 
received  either  in  tho  way  of  loan  or  grant ; that  although  there  are  in  this  Union  several 
electoral  divisions  in  which  the  rates  collected  are  adequate  to  maintain  the  poor  of  the 
division,  nevertheless  that  there  are  others  in  which  the  case  is  quite  different.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  Board  of  Guardians  consider  that  they  have  a fair  claim  for  as- 
sistance, such  as  has  been  afforded  to  the  neighbouring  Unions  for  electoral  divisions  cir- 
cumstanced as  arc  the  following : — 


Ballintogher,  balance  against,  £777,  rate  struck,  3s.  4 d.,  new  rate  struck,  7s.  0d 
Ballinakill.  rlo.  fino  do  a*  Ad 


Riverstown, 

do. 

417, 

Lissadill, 

do. 

318, 

Ballymote, 

do. 

178, 

Cliffony, 

do. 

1G2, 

Collooney, 

BaUisaclare, 

do. 

124, 

do. 

3s.  0 d., 

do. 

4s.  id. 

do. 

3.?.  0c l., 

do. 

4s.  Od. 

do. 

3s.  2d., 

do. 

3s.  2d. 

do. 

3s.  0 d., 

do. 

4s.  2d. 

do. 

3s.  0 d., 

do. 

2s.  6d. 

do. 

3s.  0 d., 

do. 

3s.  Od. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  are  desirous  of  using  their  best  endeavours  to  carrv  out  tho 
provisions  of  the  poor  law ; but  if  it  is  ovorburdenod  with  the  support  of  tho  poor  beyond 
what  it  is  fairly  entitled  to  hear,  the  rates  will  become  so  oppressive  that  it  will  bo  im- 
possible  to  collect  them. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Gilbert  : — July  22,  1848. 

„ ^ ITp, .r  e^e*’ei*ce  to  your  recent  report  on  the  subject  of  the  financial  condi- 
hon  oi  the  Sligo  Union,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  here- 
with lor  your  information  a copy  of  a communication  which  the  Commissioners 
Have  received  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  ; and  I 
am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  each  week  the  amount  in 
money  which  you  are  able  to  certify  will  be  requisite  to  enable  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  provide  for  affording  relief  to  the  destitute  poor. 


Sir  Charles  Trevelyan  to  the  Commissioners  : — July  20,  1848. 

With  reference. to  your  letter  dated  loth  instant,  enclosing  an  extract 
Irom  a report  of  Captain  Gilbert  respecting  the  financial  state  of  Sligo  Union, 
i am  commanded. by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to 
convey  to  you  their  lordships’  authority  to  give  such  pecuniary  aid  to  the  Board 
ol  Guardians  of  the  Sligo  Union,  as  may  in  your  opinion  be  indispensably  necessary 
lor  the  purpose  of  defraying  until  harvest  the  current  weekly  expense  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  poor  in  the  eight  electoral  divisions  referred  to  in  the  Guar- 
dians resolution  of  the  11th  instant;  but  it  must  be  fully  understood,  that  no 
portion  of  the  grants  made  to  distressed  Unions  through  the  medium  of  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  will,  either  in  this  or  in  any  other  instance,  be  employed  in 

discharging  the  debts  of  the  Union 
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BALLINROBE  UNION. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — July  13,  1S4S. 

We  have  the  honour  to  state,  that  we  heard  by  common  report  that  on 
Sunday  the  2nd  instant,  the  Rev.  Peter  Conway,  Roman  Catholic  curate  of  this 
parish,  made  a statement  in  the  chapel  of  Ballinrobe  to  the  effect  that  a lad  was 
ill-treated  in  the  workhouse  of  this  Union,  and  that  in  consequence  thereof  the 
boy  died ; with  other  statements  which  we  were  unable  to  ascertain  in  such  a 
distinct  manner  as  to  warrant  our  taking  notice  of  it.  But  on  Sunday  last,  the 
Rev.  John  Morris,  the  respected  parish  priest  of  the  parish,  contradicted  from 
the  altar  whatever  statement  Mr.  Conway  made,  and  this  day  brought  the  matter 
more  immediately  under  notice  by  means  of  a verbal  report.  We  beg  therefore 
to  submit  the  case  to  you  for  your  especial  consideration,  and  also  beg  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  direct  that  Mr.  Bourlce,  Poor  Law  Inspector  of  this  district,  shall 
make  a full  and  searching  inquiry  into  this  very  extraordinary  matter  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  as  we  feel  that  any  investigation  we  could  institute  would 
not  satisfy  the  parties  who  have  made  the  allegation.  We  have  also  the  honour 
to  transmit  with  this  letter  a number  of  the  “ Mayo  Telegraph ” of  the  12th  July, 
containing  some  allusions  to  the  case  in  question,  headed  “ Poor  Laws  in  Mayo 
•which,  independent  of  the  report  Mr.  Morris  had  made,  would  have  caused  us  to 
make  this  application  to  you.  W e shall  not  now  allude  to  this  subject  in  the  shape 
of  a denial.  W e leave  the  matter  open  to  a full  and  searching  inquisition,  and  the 
master  of  the  workhouse  is  prepared  to  stand  or  fall  by  its  result. 

We  have  also  to  report,  that  in  consequence  of  the  unseemly  conduct  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Conway,  and  the  violence  of  the  mob  which  attended  him  to  the  work- 
house  this  day,  a serious  riot  occurred  ; and  Mr.  Cuffe,  of  Creagh,  a magistrate  of 
this  county,  who  happened  accidentally  to  be  sitting  in  the  board-room  -was 
obliged  to  issue  a requisition  for  the  military  to  attend.  We  had  a large  force  of 
the  13  th  light  dragoons  and  of  the  40th  infantry  on  the  spot  in  a few  minutes ; 
and  were  it  not  for  their  appearance  and  decision  we  could  not  answer  for  the 
consequences. 

We  cannot  conclude  our  report  without  some  notice  of  the  attention  and 
assistance  we  received  from  Mr.  Cuffe,  who  remained  until  order  was  restored,  and 
until  we  left  the  workhouse.  Mr.  Kenny,  J.P.,  also  came  to  our  assistance,  and 
tendered  his  support  at  once  when  he  received  an  intimation  of  the  riot. 

Enclosure. 

Newspaper  Extract  above  referred  to. 

POOR  LAWS  IN  MATO. 

Carlow-ising  Paupers. — The  master  of  the  Ballinrobe  workhouse  is  a man  named 
“ Murphy,"  and  from  “ Carlow  !”  Will  this  Murphy  be  kind  enough  to  enlighten  the 
public  as  to  the  cause  of  the  death  of  the  workhouse-boy  from  the  parish  of  Mayo  ? He 
owes  it  to  his  own  character  to  do  so  ; as  report  says,  “ the  boy  was  beaten  to  death,  and 
buried  shortly  after.”  We  ask  the  Guardians,  was  there  such  a person  in  the  establishment  ? 
Is  he  there  now?  If  he  is  not,  where  is  he  ? Was  he  beaten,  and  by  whom  ? Did  he 
die  of  that  beating,  and  was  he  shortly  after  privately  interred  ? From  what  we  have  heard 
of  this  dark  deed,  we  must  say  the  community  owes  much  gratitude  to  the  respected  parish 
priest  of  the  Neale,  for  his  exertions  in  bringing  this  circumstance  to  light.  The  Guardians, 
if  they  would  not  have  themselves  considered  parties  in  the  transaction,  must  publicly 
scrutinize  the  affair ; and  if,  as  the  report  says,  Miwphy  has  beaten  the  boy,  and  that  he  died 
shortly  after,  they  are  bound  in  justice  to  the  laws  of  this  country,  to  hand  him  over  to  the 
constituted  authorities,  who  will  see  that  justice  shall  be  done  to  him.  If  he  be  innocent, 
none  will  rejoice  more  than  ourselves;  but  his  innocence  must  be  proved  by  a jury  of  his 
countrymen.  The  life  of  a Mayo  pauper  is  as  valuable  in  the  eye  of  the  law  as  is  that  of 
any  Carlow  adventurer  who  comes  among  us  to  grow  fat  and  rich  on  the  poverty  and  lean- 
ness of  the  ratepayers  of  this  county. 

Landlordism  and  Guardianism — The  abuses  in  the  Union  of  Ballinrobe  are,  we  under- 
stand, awful ; and  the  ratepayers,  believing  (and  justly)  that  there  is  no  use  in  expecting 
redress  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  have  determined  on  removing  the  grievance 
when  the  new  rate  is  struck,  by  defending  with  their  lives  their  property  against  being 
mismanaged  by  a staff  of  cormorant  aliens,  who  strut  about  with  all  the  pomp  and  authority 
of  men  of  consequence,  insulting  gentlemen  who  would  not  be  honoured  by  having  the 
whole  staff  employed  by  them  as  land-stewards  and  herds.  The  independent  men  of  Kil- 
maine,  unlike  those  of  Carra  and  Murrisk,  have  sufficient  manly  spirit  in  them  to  resist 
insolence,  and  that  too  with  effect.  In  confirmation  of  this  our  opinion  of  the  men  of  Kil- 


Ballinrobe  Union. 
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Ballinrobe  Union,  maine,  we  haye  reason  to  know  that  the  ratepayers,  Protestants  and  Catholics,  have  signed 
— — \ an  address  to  that  excellent  and  persevering  advocate  of  the  rights  of  the  poor,  the  Rev. 

Mr.  Conway,  R.C.C.,  thanking  him  for  his  exposure  of  the  conduct  of  the  Earl  of  Lucan,  as 
also  of  the  abuses  of  the  poor  law  officials  in  the  Ballinrobo  Union.  They  have  also 
determined  on  informing  the  Government  and  the  Commissioners  of  their  disapprobation 
of  the  mode  of  administering  the  relief  in  the  Ballinrobe  Union,  and  their  firm  resolve  to 
cure  the  evil  by  manly  resistance.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  publish  the  address  of  the  rate- 
payers, with  Mr.  Conway’s  reply,  next  week. 

Insolence. — We  have  been  told  that  the  inspecting  officer  of  the  Ballinrobe  Union  has 
had  the  presumption  to  ask  a highly  respectable  parish  priest  to  take  his  oath  on  a certain 
subject  which  that  clergyman,  in  discharge  of  his  duty,  had  mentioned  to  him.  This  is 
certainly  carrying  insolence  too  far.  How  can  the  poor  starving  wretches  in  Mayo  expect 
credence  for  their  word  from  this  well  paid  relief  inspector  when  he  audaciously  asks  their 
parish  priest  to  confirm  his  statement  by  swearing  on  the  holy  evangelists  ? What  con- 
fidence can  the  public  have  in  the  acts  of  a Government  who  thrusts  such  persons  into 
offices  to  maltreat  and  starve  the  poor  and  insult  their  only  friends,  their  exemplary  pastors  ? 
Every  act  of  those  fellows  tends  more  and  more  to  widen  the  already  expansive  breach 
which  divides  the  hearts  of  Irishmen  from  the  British  Government. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — July  14,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  a more  disgraceful  scene  I never  witnessed  than  what  occurred  yesterday 
at  the  workhouse,  and  I trust  the  authors  of  it  will  be  brought  to  justice. 

It  is  necessary  to  premise,  that  since  the  grounds  about  the  workhouse  have 
been  laid  out  in.  parterres  and  plots  with  flowers,  &c.,  as  well  as  a most  excellent 
kitchen-garden  in  full  crop,  it  has  been  the  practice  to  place  at  the  outer  gate 
some  of  the  paupers  to  prevent  idle  persons  coming  in  and  destroying  the 
walks,  &c.,  and  more  especially  on  board-days,  when  numbers  of  people  come 
from  the  country  looking  to  be  placed  on  the  relief  lists.  Yesterday  there  were 
very  few  persons  at  the  gate ; up  to  three  o’clock  r.M.  every  thing  was  quiet  and 
in  order,  when  suddenly  all  matters  were  reversed.  The  Rev.  Peter  Conway, 
Roman  Catholic  curate  of  Ballinrobe,  with  the  Rev.  Edward  Waldron,  parish 
priest  of  Kilmolara,  came  into  the  board-room  in  a most  excited  manner, 
and  without  any  previous  intimation  demanded  an  investigation  by  the 
Vice-Guardians.  Upon  Mr.  Fishbourne  asking  Mr.  Conway  as  to  what  lie 
wanted  said  investigation  about,  Mr.  Conway  replied,  that  it  had  been  announced 
from  the  altar  of  the  chapel  last  Sunday  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morris  that  an  inves- 
tigation would  be  held  at  the  workhouse  this  day  into  the  circumstances  of  a 
death  that  occurred  in  the  workhouse  some  time  previously,  and  to  which  death 
a? C Jre  burial  of  the  boy  in  the  night  by  the  master  of  the  workhouse  he, 
Mr.  Conway,  had  adverted  on  the  Sunday  before,  and  to  which  death  and  burial 
^ m,  had  given  the  most  unqualified  denial  that  none  had  taken  place. 

The  Vice-Guardians  and  myself  heard  of  Mr.  Conway’s  observations  from  the 
alta.r,  and  we  likewise  heard  that  Mr.  Morris,  the  following  Sunday,  had  con- 
tradicted Mr.  Conway’s  statement ; but  there  being  no  foundation  for  Mr.  Con- 
way s report,  we  gave  no  heed  to  the  matter.  Yesterday  a newspaper,  published 
in  Castlebar  on  the  12th  inst.,  was  handed  to  me  in  the  board-room,  which  the 
ice-Guardians  have  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners,  containing  a paragraph 
beaded  “Poor  Laws  in  Mayo,  and  Carlow-ising  Paupers,”  and  to  which  I 
respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners.  It  is  altogether  void  of 
truth;  no  such  beating,  or  death,  or  burial  took  place,  nor  did  we— tbe  Vice- 
juardians  and  myself— hear  that  an  investigation  was  to  be  held  at  the  work- 
m ?Spatthree  0 cI.  ’ p-M->  on  yesterday.  Certainly  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morris,  with 
, V Vu,  a “aolstrate  of  this  county,  came  to  the  board-room  about  two 
c ock ; but  they  stated  the  object  of  their  visit  to  be  relative  to  matters 
connected  with  the  temporary  fever  shed  of  Ballinrobe,  having  been  members  of 
tne  late  committee;  and  it  was  not  until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Conway  that  the 
other  circumstance  was  spoken  of. 

Mr.  Conway  was  accompanied  by  a large  mob  of  people  from  the  town,  who, 

, rCe  m^°  ^ie  S'^eway,  were  prevented  by  the  paupers;  and  it  turned 

u at  the  master  of  the  workhouse  happened  to  be  at  the  gate  when  the 
veren  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Conway  and  Waldron,  wanted  to  bring  in  some 
p rsons  along  with  them,  and  which  the  master  objected  to,  seeing  the  riotous 
lending  Mr.  Conway.  It  is  reported  that  the  two  clergymen 
au  e the  master,  when  immediately  the  riot  commenced  in  earnest : a 
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general  attack  upon  the  house  by  the  mob,  stones  flying  in  every  direction,  and  Ballinrobe  Union 
in  fact  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely  aid  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry,  with  police,  — — 

many  lives  would  have  been  lost— Mr.  Cuffe  having  sent  for  the  force,  and  was 
obliged  to  read  the  riot  act. 

Mr.  Fishbourne  told  Mr.  Conway  that  an  investigation  should  be  called  for 
by  the  Vice-Guardians  themselves,  and  that  they  would  request  the  Commissioners 
to  direct  a gentleman  to  be  sent  here  for  that  purpose ; for  although  the  Vice- 
Guardians  and  I might  enter  into  the  case,  yet  we  were  certain  that  the  result 
of  our  inquiries  would  not  answer  the  purpose  of  Mr.  Conway,  who  had  already 
stated  to  the  public,  as  facts,  what  never  existed.  Mr.  Conway  left  the  board- 
room  in  a very  excited  manner,  and  we  heard  nearly  paid  the  penalty  of  his 
indiscretion  by  getting  into  the  midst  of  the  stone-throwing  before  the  military 
arrived.  The  excitement  continued  all  the  evening  in  the  town,  and  we  were 
under  the  necessity  of  having  a police  force  left  at  the  workhouse  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  property,  from  the  threats  held  out  by  the  towns-people  against  the 
paupers  in  the  house,  and  every  one  connected  with  the  establishment.  I think 
it  would  be  a just  punishment  to  stop  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  of 
Ballinrobe  electoral  division,  for  a time  at  all  events ; and  I have  stopped  the 
issued  of  bread  to  the  school  here,  as  the  boys  were  amongst  the  most  active  in 
stone-throwing. 


The  Commissioners  to  Dr.  Dempster,  in  reply: — July  15,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  14th  instant,  reporting  the  occurrence  of  a riot  at  the  Ballinrobe 
Union  workhouse  on  the  13th  instant ; and  I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners 
approve  of  the  course  adopted  by  the  Vice-Guardians  in  reference  to  the  parties 
who  have  joined  in  the  riot,  as  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  such  parties  were  really 
destitute. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  R.  Bourse  : — July  15,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  to  you  herewith  reports 
which  _ they  have  received  from  the  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector  and  Vice- 
Guardians  of  the  Ballinrobe  Union,  respectively;  and  I am  to  request  that  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  cases  therein  reported. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — July  14,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  state,  that  we  have  received  a written  communica- 
tion from  Doctor  Dempster,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector  of  this  Union,  calling 
on  us  to  stop  the  rations  from  the  paupers  receiving  relief  in  the  townland  and 
vicinity  of  Ballinrobe  in  consequence  of  the  riot  which  occurred  at  the  workhouse 
yesterday,  and  which  we  had  the  honour  to  report  to  you  last  night ; but  we  do 
not  feel  called  upon  to  take  such  a rigorous  step  under  the  circumstances.  How- 
ever, as  many  of  the  rioters  can  be  identified,  we  intend,  with  your  consent,  to 
stop  the  rations  from  any  of  them  who  we  find  are  receiving  out-door  relief.  Your 
early  attention  to  this  matter  is  requested. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — July  15,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
reports  of  the  13th  and  14th  inst.,  respectively ; and  I am  to  inform  you  that  the 
Commissioners  have  instructed  their  Inspector,  Mr.  R.  Bourke,  to  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  respecting  the  case  of  the  boy  in  the  Ballinrobe  workhouse,  who 
is  alleged  to  have  died  from  the  effects  of  ill  treatment. 

With  reference  to  your  communication  respecting  the  riot  at  the  workhouse, 
I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  approve  of  the  course  adopted  by  you  in 
reference  to  the  parties  who  have  joined  in  the  riot,  as  it  cannot  be  supposed  that 
Such  parties  -were  really  destitute. 

U 2 
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Balliiirobe  Union.  Exteact  from  a Report  from  Dr.  Dempster,  to  the  Commissioners  : — July  15, 1848. 

Referring  to  my  report  of  occurrences  at  the  workhouse  on  Thursday 
last,  I beg  now  to  state  that  on  this  day  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conway  had  informations 
sworn  before  a magistrate  against  Mr.  Murphy,  the  master  of  the  workhouse, 
for  the  murder,  as  he  alleges,  of  a pauper  named  Magovern,  a child  aged  seven 
years.  This  child  was  seized  suddenly  on  the  31st  of  May  last,  with  bronchitis; 
•was  taken  to  hospital,  and  died  same  night.  Mr.  Conway,  finding  he  could 
make  nothing  of  the  first  case,  reported  in  the  Telegraph  newspaper — a boy  from 
electoral  division  of  Mayo,  aged  fourteen  years,  who  enjoys  rude  health  at  this, 
moment  in  the  workhouse — now  attempts  to  follow  up  his  original  charge  of 
murder  by  the  present.  As  this  will  be  the  subject  of  judicial  inquiry,  I shall  not 
further  comment  on  this  extraordinary  case ; however,  I cannot  refrain  from 
observing,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conway,  by  his  acts  and  speeches,  is  keeping  this 
town  in  a state  of  very  great  excitement.  I forward  two  depositions,  the  one  by 
David  Kelly,  the  relieving  officer  of  the  Ballinrobe  electoral  division,  the  other 
by  a person  employed  in  assisting  at  the  distribution  of  the  rations  in  same  divi- 
sion, by  which  the  Commissioners  will  perceive  how  the  reverend  gentleman  is 
conducting  himself.  I request  these  two  documents  may  be  returned,  as  they 
will  be  required ; and  I have  no  copies  of  them. 

Enclosures  referred  to  in  foregoing. 

Gentlemen,  Ballinrobe,  June  30,  1848. 

Having  reported  to  you  on  last  board-day  my  inability,  in  consequence  of  certain 
parties  applying  for  relief  on  the  days  set  apart  for  distribution ; I have  to  say  that  the 
person  to  whom  I alluded  to  in  that  letter  was  the  Rev.  Peter  Conway,  who  wants  me  to 
give  relief  to  all  who  apply  to  him  indiscriminately ; and  on  my  refusing,  threatened  to  go 
at  the  head  of  the  parish  and  break  open  the  meal  store  to  get  it  for  them.  On  his  saying 
this  I replied,  that  I would  wish  to  see  him  do  so,  and  that  I would  leave  the  case  before 
the  Vice-Guardians.  This  threat  was  used  to  me  twice. 

(Signed,)  D.  Kelly,  Relieving  Officer. 

To  the  Vice-Guardians,  Ballinrobe. 


County  of  Mayo,  1 The  deposition  of  David  Kelly,  relieving  officer  of  the  Ballinrobe 
to  wit.  / electoral  division,  and  Union  of  Ballinrobe,  being  duly  sworn  on  tire  holy 
evangelists,  states  that  the  within  statement  as  to  the  threats  held  out  by  the  Key.  Peter 
Conway,  is  true. 

David  Kelly. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  30th  day  of  June,  1848, 

James  Dempster,  M.D.,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector • 


County  of  Mayo, ) The  deposition  of  Thomas  Thompson,  of  Ballinrobe,  in  said  county, 
to  wit.  / yeoman,  who  being  duly  sworn  on  the  holy  evangelists,  and  examined, 
saith,  that  he  assisted  Mr.  David  Kelly,  the  relieving  officer  of  the  electoral  division  of 
Ballinrobe,  in  the  Union  of  Ballinrobe ; and  that  on  many  occasions  of  so  assisting  said 
David  Kelly,  in  giving  out  the  meal  to  the  people  on  the  relief  lists  of  said  electoral 
division,  he  has  been  interrupted  by  the  Rev.  Peter  Conway,  Roman  Catholic  curate  of 
the  parish  of  Ballinrobe,  who,  at  the  head  of  a mob  of  people,  came  to  the  stores,  and 
with  threats  and  menaces  attempted  to  prevent  him,  deponent  and  his  assistants,  in 
giving  out  the  said  rations  to  the  people,  inasmuch  that  persons  not  upon  the  relief  lists 
or  those  passed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  were  brought  to  the  store  by  the  said  Conway, 
who  then  and  there  threatened  deponent,  with  those  assisting  him,  if  he,  said  deponent, 
did  not  give  meal  or  rations  to  such  persons  as  he,  the  said  Conway,  ordered,  he,  said 
Conway,  would  by  force  compel  deponent  to  do  so.  And  deponent  states,  that  several 
times  said  Conway  threatened  to  break  into  the  stores  if  the  meal  was  not  so  given  as  he 
ordered. 

Deponent  further  swears,  that  he  attended  mass  at  the  chapel  of  Ballinrobe,  on  Sunday  the 
2nd  day  of  July,  inst.,  when  the  said  Rev.  Peter  Conway  spoke  from  the  altar  of  said  chapel, 
when  addressing  the  congregation — that  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Union  of  Ballinrobe 
and  the  Inspector  of  said  Union  should  be  transported  for  fourteen  years,  the  thing  they 
were  best  acquainted  with,  or  words  to  that  effect ; and  said,  that  the  government  of  the 
country  was  sending  down  money  for  the  support  of  the  poor  of  the  country,  but.  that 
the  said  officials,  meaning  the  aforesaid  Guardians  and  the  Inspector,  out  of  every  shilling 
so  sent  down  for  the  support  of  the  poor  as  aforesaid,  pocketted  ten  pence,  and  only  gave 
two  pence  to  the  poor ; which  observations  of  the  said  Rev.  Peter  Conway,  as  deponent 
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believes,  ■were  calculated  to  bring  the  aforesaid  officials,  meaning  the  Vice-Guardians  and 
the  Inspector,  into  collision  with  the  mob,  over  which  said  Mr.  Conway,  to  deponent, 
seemed  to  have  complete  command. 

Thomas  Thompson. 

Duly  read  by  deponent  before  being  sworn, 

James  Dempster,  M.D. 

Witnessed  the  above,  Dated,  Ballinrobe,  July  15,  1848. 

David  Kelly. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — July  18,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  report  for  your  information,  that  the  master  of 
the  workhouse  was  yesterday  committed  to  the  county  gaol  to  stand  his  trial 
on  a charge  of  murder.  We  will  place  the  schoolmaster  in  temporary  charge 
of  the  house  until  we  hear  further  from  you;  and  we  beg  to  repeat  our 
anxiety  to  have  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Bourke  as  soon  as  possible. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  in  reply: — July  19, 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  18th  inst.,  reporting  that  the  master  of  the  workhouse  of  Ballinrobe 
Union  has  been  committed  to  gaol  to  stand  his  trial  on  a charge  of  murder ; 
and  I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  thanks  for  your  communication. 

1 am  at  the  same  time  to  state,  that  Mr.  Richard  Bourke’s  address,  by  the 
post  which  leaves  Dublin  on  Friday  next,  is  Ballinrobe ; and  the  Commissioners 
presume  that  he  may  be  expected  to  arrive  in  Ballinrobe  on  Friday  or  Saturday. 


The  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  of  the  Workhouse  to  the 
Commissioners  : — July  18,  1848. 

A solemn  sense  of  the  most  imperative  duty  devolves  upon  us,  the  chap- 
lains of  the  Ballinrobe  workhouse,  to  call  upon  you,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
in  this  critical  juncture  as  regards  Mr.  Murphy,  to  throw  the  entire  shield  of  your 
protection  around  this  injured  man. 

You  will  of  course  be  informed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  circumstances  to 
which  we  refer,  and  therefore  it  is  needless  for  us  to  enter  into  particulars ; but 
we  desire  to  record  for  your  further  information,  that  we  believe  him  to  be  the 
intended  victim,  if  possible,  of  as  awful  a conspiracy  as  was  ever  concocted.  And 
most  conscientiously  believing  this,  we  -would  be  wanting  to  our  sacred  calling 
did  we  not  unequivocally  declare  it,  in  our  respective  official  capacities,  to  you 
his  highest  accredited  superiors,  possessing  as  you  do  full  power  in  his  behalf. 

We  write  not  at  the  dictation  or  suggestion  of  any  ; and  the  very  fact  of  our 
difference  in  creed  may  tend  to  evince  our  greater  unity  in  making  this  commu- 
nication. 

But  what  is  the  case  ? A man  of  unblemished  integrity,  serving  you  faithfully, 
and  above  all  suspicion  as  to  his  moral  character  in  the  sight  of  those  who  are 
daily  observing  him,  is  foully  charged  with  the  dreadful  crime  of  murder — is 
actually  incarcerated  on  that  charge,  through  the  most  manifest  corruption  of 
evidence. 

We  know  that  it  is  scarcely  possible,  or  within  the  range  of  possibility,  that 
he  could  be  found  guilty ; but  we  respectfully  tell  you  that  as  no  efforts  of  any 
kind  will  be  left  untried  to  accomplish  this  horrid  purpose,  it  is  your  bounden 
duty  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man,  not  alone  to  vindicate  the  righteous  cause  of  your 
aggrieved  servant,  but  for  the  public  weal  never  to  rest  until  you  are  successfully 
instrumental  in  bringing  to  justice  the  instigators  and  abettors  of  such  daring 
iniquity. 

Bear  in  mind,  gentlemen,  that  thd  aversion  to  the  whole  poor  law  system  has 
taken  such  hold  of  the  people  of  all  classes  (in  this  district  at  all  events),  that 
almost  every  man’s  judgment  is  valueless  except  for  opposition  ; and  that  this 
feeling  has  been  so  excited  as  to  have  been  already  made  to  bear  with  unjustifi- 
able severity  upon  this  poor  man,  and  may  eventuate  in  very  frightful  conse- 
quences indeed. 


Ballinrobe  Union 
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Balllnrobe  Union,  What  then  may  not  be  said,  if  you  do  not  boldly  and  unhesitatingly  come  for- 
ward  in  Mr.  Murphy’s  defence,  and  place  at  his  disposal  the  most  ample  means 
thereto  ? 

Is  it  to  be  expected  that  so  humble  an  individual,  with  his  pittance  of  salary, 
in  a strange  country,  away  from  friends,  can  be  able  (except  it  be  indeed  on  the 
platform  of  his  own  innocence),  to  take  his  stand  against  a combined  array  of 
envenomed  accusers,  all  contributing  unsparingly  to  his  persecution  and  to  his 
prosecution  too  ? 

God  forbid  that  we  should  seek  to  screen  him  if  guilty ; but  being  so  thoroughly 
persuaded  of  the  contrary,  nay  of  the  malice  of  his  enemies,  we  cannot  too 
strongly  express  this  our  conviction  of  his  innocence,  nor  yet  find  language  at  all 
adequate  to  set  forth  our  abhorrence  of  their  conduct. 

Hence  we  appeal  to  you  gentlemen,  and  through  you  to  the  Government  of 
the  country,  for  Mr.  Murphy’s  full  protection. 

We  again  respectfully  demand  for  him  at  your  hands,  at  any  cost,  the  most 
prompt  and  able  advocacy  that  can  be  had ; and  that  you  will  not  fail  to  follow 
up  most  strenuously  the  vindication  of  his  innocence,  as  he  does  and  will  un- 
doubtedly deserve. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Chaplains  of  the  Workhouse,  in  reply : — July  19, 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  18th  instant,  relating  to  the  committal  of  the  master  of  the  work- 
house  of  Ballinrobe  Union  on  a charge  of  murder. 

In  reply  I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  have  instructed  their  Inspector, 
Mr.  Bourke,  to  make  a searching  inquiry  on  oath  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
death  of  the  children  of  the  workhouse,  who,  as  it  is  alleged,  were  murdered  by 
the  master. 

When  the  Commissioners  receive  a copy  of  the  evidence,  they  will  be  in  a 
position  to  take  such  steps  in  reference  to  the  master  as  the  laws  of  the  land  will 
permit,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case  will  seem  to  require. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  R.  Bourke  : — July  20, 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith  a communication 
which  they  have  received  from  the  chaplains  of  the  workhouse  of  Ballinrobe 
Union,  relating  to  a charge  of  wilful  murder  preferred  against  the  master  of  the 
workhouse.  I am  also  to  forward  a copy  of  the  Commissioners’  reply. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — July  18,  1848. 

I HAVn  ^ie  honour  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
on  Monday  night  very  great  excitement  existed  in  this  town  in  consequence  of  a 
report  that  a man  had  escaped  from  the  workhouse,  where  the  officers  were 
attempting  to  murder  him. 

I was  in  my  office  about  half-past  eight  o’clock,  when  a terrible  uproar  was  in 
the  street,  and  instantly  a thundering  knock  was  made  at  my  hall-door,  which 
being  answered  by  the  servant,  it  was  announced  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conway  was 
at  the  head  of  a mob,  and  wanted  to  see  me.  I went  to  the  door  and  found  Mr 
Conway  accompanied  by  Mr.  Martyn,  the  magistrate,  who  took  the  informations 
against  Mr.  Murphy,  the  master  of  the  workhouse.  Mr.  Conway  was  leaning 
upon  a pauper,  whose  face  was  covered  with  blood.  Mr.  Conway  called  to  me  to 
look  at  the  man,  whom  he  stated  had  been  rescued  from  the  murderers  in  the 
workhouse.  This  he  said  as  if  to  me,  although  addressed  to  the  mob  which  fol- 
lowed him.  I requested  Mr.  Martyn  and  Mr.  Conway  to  walk  in,  and  to  bring 
the  man  along  with  them,  so  that  we  might  examine  into  the  matter.  I asked 
Mr.  Martyn  to  investigate  the  case,  but  he  wished  that  I should  do  so.  I did  so, 
and  so  villanous  a case  of  conspiracy  never  was  exposed. 

man’  nam®d  Martin  Casey,  had  entered  the  workhouse  on  Saturday  last ; 
that  he  attempted  to  leave  it  on  Monday  afternoon  by  scaling  the  walls ; he  had 
got  a new  shirt  belonging  to  the  Union  with  which  he  was  making  off;  he  was 
detected  by  some  of  the  paupers  and  brought  back  before  he  got.  over  the  boun- 
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dary  wall,  and  was  put  into  the  refractory  cell  by  order  of  the  schoolmistress — no  . Ballinrobe  Union, 
other  person  in  authority  being  at  the  time  in  the  house,  all  others  being  ordered  — “ 

to  the  court-house  to  give  evidence  before  the  bench  of  magistrates. 

Whilst  in  the  refractory  cell,  which  he  called  the  black-hole,  he  stated  that  a 
man  from  outside  threw  a stone  at  him  through  the  window  of  the  black-hole, 
which,  striking  him  on  the  head,  severely  injured  him  and  cut  and  blooded  him  ; 
this  I made  Casey  repeat  circumstantially  several  times— Mr.  Martyn,  J.P.,  acting 
as  interpreter.  When  I got  this  matter  out  I saw  at  once  it  was  altogether  a 
made  up  case  of  subornation,  for,  as  the  Commissioners,  by  referring  to  the  plans 
of  the  workhouses,  will  see  that  there  is  no  window  in  these  refractory  cells,  only 
a slit  for  air  and  light,  but  so  made  that  no  one  from  outside  can  see  into  the 
cell,  nor  by  any  possibility  throw  a stone  into  it. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  assistant  master  and  porter,  &c.,  from  the  court-house  in 
Ballinrobe,  Casey  was  liberated,  and  again  made  an  attempt  to  get  away,  in  which 
he  succeeded,  and  came  to  Mr.  Conway,  who  made  out  the  case  and  brought  the 
man  before  Mr.  Martyn,  as  a magistrate.  I saw  that  there  was  no  blood  on  the 
shirt  collar  of  Casey,  nor  any  on  his  coat  when  he  was  brought  into  my  office;  and 
being  suspicious  of  the  case  altogether  I thought  he  was  not  injured  at  all,  and 
having  heard  him  say  it  was  in  the  black -hole  he  got  the  blow  from  the  stone 
confirmed  me  that  I was  correct.  I had  his  head  examined  in  presence  of  Mr. 

Martyn,  by  a medical  officer  of  the  army  who  came  into  my  office,  who  washed 
off  the  blood ; and  there  was  not  even  an  abrasion  of  the  skin — no  wound — no  cut 
or  mark  even — the  man’s  face  had  been  smeared  with  blood  for  effect  before 
the  mob. 

It  was  arranged  that  Mr.  Martyn  should  attend  at  the  workhouse  this  day  at 
ten  o’clock,  there  more  fully  to  examine  into  this  case;  and  I said  I would  get 
Mr.  Arabin,  the  resident  magistrate  also,  and  the  Vice-Guardians  to  be  there.  I 
was  punctual  to  time.  Mr.  Arabin  was  there ; examined  the  black-hole ; saw 
the  impossibility  of  any  stone  being  thrown  through  the  slit : the  Guardians  also 
came.  At  twelve  o’clock  I received  the  accompanying  letter  from  Mr.  Martyn, 
from  which  the  Commissioners  will  draw  their  own  conclusion.  Neither  Mr. 

Conway  nor  Casey  made  their  appearance,  nor  has  that  reverend  gentleman  made 
any  further  stir  in  this  matter ; he  sees  he  has  gone  too  far  in  it,  as  he  was  told 
in  my  office  by  Mr.  Martyn  last  night. 

Mr.  Murphy  has  been  removed  to  Castlebar  gaol  for  trial  at  the  ensuing 
assizes.  It  is  not  for  me  to  comment  on  his  case,  but  I must  say,  that  the  magis- 
trates would  not  have  retarded  the  cause  of  justice  in  the  least  if  they  had  waited 
. for  the  investigation  called  for  by  the  Vice-Guardians ; from  which  no  doubt 
whatever  exists  by  those  who  are  unprejudiced,  that  the  master  must  be  trium- 
phantly acquitted  of  those  foul  charges  advanced  against  him. 

I have  now  been  nine  months  in  constant,  I may  say  daily  contact  with  him, 
and  a better  public  officer  I do  not  know.  When  it  is  borne  in  mind  of  what 
materials  the  congregated  paupers  in  a workhouse  are  composed,  it  requires  a 
man  of  decision  and  firmness  to  deal  with  such  a body;  and  Mr.  Murphy  had 
these  qualifications.  I never  saw  more  sorrow  and  regret  than  was  exhibited  by 
every  inmate  in  the  establishment  at  the  committal  of  the  master ; that  he  was 
a humane  man  the  punishment-book  of  the  house  plainly  points  out.  He  will  be 
a great  loss  to  this  Union.  However,  I trust  he  soon  will  be  liberated,  and  that 
those  who  thus  endeavour  to  injure  him,  will  receive  the  just  punishment  of  their 
misconduct. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Martyn  to  Dr.  Dempster  : — July  IS,  1848. 

The  case  of  Martin  Casey,  who  you  examined  in  my  presence  on  last  evening,  seems 
to  me  so  very  unimportant  that  I believe  it  useless  for  me  to  repair  to  the  poorhouse  at  . 

10  o’clock  this  morning  as  you  requested. 

His  confinement  in  the  black-hole,  of  which  he  complained,  was  justified;  as  by  his  own 
admission  he  got  over  the  wall  of  the  yard  of  the  poorhouse  and  was  found  in  a field  of 
potatoes  on  the  other  side. 

As  to  the  assault  which  he  stated  was  made  upon  him  during  his  confinement  in  the 
black-hole,  he  declared  that  he  could  not  see  or  did not  know  the  person  who  committed  it. 
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Ballinrobe  Union. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — July  19,  1848. 

We  had  the  honour  yesterday  to  report  that  the  master  of  the  poor- 
house  had  been  committed  on  a charge  of  murder,  but  we  were  then  prevented 
giving  you  a detailed  account  of  the  extraordinary  circumstances  that  have 
occurred  subsequent  to  the  riot  reported  in  our  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  having 
been  called  upon  to  attend  at  the  poorhouse  at  ten  o’clock  to  meet  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Conway,  to  investigate  a charge  of  violent  assault  said  to  have  been  committed  on 
an  inmate  of  the  house.  Accompanied  by  Doctor  Dempster  and  Mr.  Arabin,  R.M., 
we  attended  accordingly,  and  waited  two  hours  without  seeing  any  thing  of  the 
reverend  gentleman,  or  hearing  any  thing  further  of  the  matter.  The  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  as  stated  to  us  by  Doctor  Dempster,  are  as  follows : — “ At  a 
“late  hour  on  Monday  evening,  Mr.  Conway,  accompanied  by  Geoffrey  Martyn, 
“Esq.,  a magistrate  for  this  county,  called  at  Doctor  Dempster’s  house,  leading 
“ a man  whose  head  and  face  were  covered  with  blood,  as  if  from  the  effect  of  a 
“ wound ; Mr,  Conway  saying,  in  presence  of  a large  concourse  of  persons  who 
“had  followed  him — ‘here  is  another  instance  of  the  murderous  system  of  the 
“poorhouse  !’  Doctor  Dempster  brought  the  two  gentlemen  and  the  man  into 
“ his  office,  where  the  latter  deposed  to  his  having  been  in  the  poorhouse  and  to 
“ his  having  been  placed  in  the  refractory  cell;  and  whilst  confined  there  that  he 
“ had  been  cut  in  the  head  by  a stone  thrown  through  the  window.  There 
“not  being  a window  to  the  cell  naturally  excited  suspicion,  when  Doctor 
“Dempster,  jun.  assistant-surgeon,  33rd  regiment,  being  present,  washed  the 
“ man’s  head  and  face,  which  he  and  Mr.  Martyn  immediately  examined,  without 
“ being  able  to  find  even  a scratch  or  any  other  mark  of  violence  upon  him. 
“ The  case  was  one  evidently  got  up  to  still  further  excite  the  populace  of  this 
“ town,  who,  since  Thursday  last,  have  been  kept  in  a very  agitated  state.  Mr. 
“ Martyn  has  since  written  to  say  he  considers  the  case  so  unimportant,  he  does 
“not intend  to  make  any  further  investigation;  but  we  trust,  that  under  the 
“ present  circumstances,  you  and  the  Government  will  think  it  highly  important 
“ to  have  it  thoroughly  sifted,  and  the  guilty  punished.” 

During  the  riot  on  Thursday  last,  a person  named  M'Cue,  a recipient  of  out- 
door relief,  attempted  to  force  his  way  to  the  poorhouse,  and  resisted  the  master, 
who  endeavoured  to  prevent  him.  M'Cue  summoned  the  master  before  the  petty 
sessions  on  Monday  last,  where  a number  of  magistrates  attended — some  from 
distant  parts  of  the  county  (one,  for  instance,  from  Westport).  The  assault 
was  sworn  to,  and  the  majority  of  the  bench  agreed  to  fine  the  master  £1  and 
£1  costs,  to  be  paid  to  the  prosecutor.  It  was  urged  on  the  defence,  that  by 
the  general  orders  of  the  Commissioners,  no  person  except  those  therein  autho- 
rized could  enter  the  poorhouse  premises  without  permission  of  the  master,  or  by 
order  of  the  board ; but  we  understand  it  was  announced  by  some  magistrates, 
they  did  not  consider  your  orders  of  any  force,  with  many  other  expressions  of 
hostility  to  the  poor  laws;  and  said  by  the  law  of  the  land  they  would  decide.  If 
this  decision  is  allowed  to  stand,  it  will  be  quite  impossible  that  the  poorhouse 
can  be  properly  conducted,  or  that  we  can  hold  our  boards  free  from  the  inter- 
ruption of  all  who  may  choose  to  come  there.  We  would  therefore  respectfully 
urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  having  your  own  authority  vindicated  in  this 
matter,  and  the  verdict  of  an  improper  one  set  aside. 

W e shall  not  further  remark  upon  the  charge  of  murder  against  the  master. 
Mr.  Burke,  on  his  arrival  can  fully  investigate  that  matter ; but  we  feel  our- 
selves imperatively  called  upon,  from  the  hostility  to  the  poor  laws,  and  all 
concerned  in  their  administration — which  is  not  even  attempted  to  be  disguised 
by  any  class  in  this  county — to  state  our  conviction,  that  every  effort  is  being 
made,  by  subscription  and  otherwise,  if  possible,  to  prosecute  the  master  to  con- 
viction ; and  that  his  previous  conduct  fully  entitles  him  to  your  protection  and 
support. 

W e have  thought  it  necessary  to  go  fully  into  detail  of  the  circumstances  of 
those  cases  in  order  to  lay  the  matter  fully  before  you ; and  trust  that  you  will 
consider  them  of  such  importance  as  to  warrant  our  writing  at  such  length. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington  : — July  20, 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith  for  the  informa- 
tion of  His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  copies  of  reports  which  the  Commis- 
sioners have  this  day  received  from  the  workhouse  and  the  Vice-Guardians  of 
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tlie  Ballinrobe  Union,  relating  to  the  alleged  ill  treatment  of  an  inmate  of  the  Ballinrobe  Union. 

workhouse  of  that  Union  ; and  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  

that  the  particular  attention  of  Ilis  Excellency  should  be  requested  to  these 
reports. 


The  Rev.  James  Anderson  to  the  Commissioners  : — July  20,  1848. 

I send  herewith  copies  of  testimonials  of  character  given  to  Mr.  Murphy 
on  his  retirement  from  the  Carlow  workhouse,  and  on  his  appointment  here,  by 
the  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  of  the  Carlow  workhouse,  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishop  in  that  country. 

I send  these  testimonials  (which  I got  almost  accidentally  yesterday  lying  at 
the  workhouse  here  mixed  up  with  other  papers  of  no  great  consequence.)  as  a 
corroboration  of  the  testimony  in  his  favour  signed  by  the  Rev.  John  Morris,  P.R, 
Roman  Catholic  chaplain  here,  and  myself,  the  Protestant  chaplain. 

As  Mr.  Morris  has  been  from  home  these  two  days,  and  has  not  yet  returned, 
I cannot  obtain  his  signature  to  this  communication,  but  you  may  consider  it  as 
virtually  signed  by  him,  for  both  he  and  I entertain  the  highest  opinion  of  Mr. 
Murphy,  and  the  utmost  abhorrence  of  the  malignant  conduct  now  being  pur- 
sued towards  him. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  you  will  be  true  to  your  aggrieved  and  faithful  servant, 
and  indeed  by  doing  so,  you  will  be  but  upholding  your  own  respectability. 

Enclosure. 

Mr.  Murphy,  now  master  of  the  Ballinrobe  workhouse,  I know  intimately ; he  had 
been  teacher  in  the  Carlow  workhouse  school,  from  the  opening  of  that  institution  up  to 
the  day  of  his  appointment  to  Ballinrobe.  To  Mr.  Murphy  is  due  the  highest  credit  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties  as  teacher  in  our  workhouse  school.  His 
intense  anxiety  for  the  improvement  of  the  poor  children  under  his  care,  formed  the 
subject  of  conversation  and  the  theme  of  praise  with  every  one  connected  with  the  work- 
house ; and  surely  the  progress  made  by  the  children  in  acquiring  a fair  English  education, 
affords  to  all  evidence  the  most  conclusive,  that  he  possesses  knowledge,  good  sense,  and  a 
practical  love  of  habits  of  industry  and  perseverance  so  requisite  to  give  efficiency  to 
his  wishes.  I regret  the  services  of  such  a man  are  now  lost  to  our  house.  As  to  Mr. 
Murphy’s  moral  character  I speak  the  sentiments  of  all  here,  when  stating  it  is  excellent : 
and  though  Mr.  Murphy  is  a Protestant,  it  is  my  duty  and  delight  to  declare  ho  was  ever 
equally  land  to  Catholics,  as  to  those  who  profess  his  own  religious  creed.  Ho  is  possessed 
of  too  much  good  sense  to  make  odious  distinctions  on  the  mere  score  of  religion.  In  a 
word,  Mr.  Murphy  is  a man  in  whom  may  be  placed  confidence  unlimited  for  kindness  of 
heart,  good  sense,  impartiality,  and  probity.  Wbat  I have  expressed  in  tho  above  few 
lines,  convey  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  only  a faint  idea  of  what  I believe  to  bo  Mr. 
Murphy’s  real  worth  and  deserts. 

W.  Joyce,  R.C.  Chaplain  of  Carlow  Workhouse. 

September  19,  1847. 

Memorandum. — The  above  was  sent  to  Mr.  Murphy  by  post  to  Balliurobc  by  Mr.  Joyce 
from  Carlow,  Mr.  Murphy  having  been  at  Ballinrobe  from  the  2Gth  August,  1847. 

Mr.  Murphy  lias  been  teacher  in  the  Carlow  Union  workhouse  since  that  institution  has 
been  put  in  operation ; and  I feel  it  is  due  to  him  to  state,  that  he  has  conducted  himself 
very  much  to  my  satisfaction. 

I have  never  in  a single  instance  found  that  he  made  any  attempt  to  interfere  with  the 
religious  principles  of  the  Catholic  children,  and  an  attempt  of  that  kind  could  not  he  made 
without  coming  to  my  knowledge. 

►^F.  Haly,  R.C.  Bishop  of  Kildare  and  Leighlin. 

Dated  at  Carlow  this  24th  day  of  August,  1847. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Rev.  J.  Anderson  in  reply: — July  22,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  20th  instant,  relating  to  Mr.  Murphy,  master  of  the  workhouse  of 
the  Ballinrobe  Union ; and  I am  to.  state  in  reply,  that  the  documents  forwarded 
by  you  are  satisfactory,  as  showing  tho  estimation  in  which  Mr.  Murphy  was 
held,  previously  to  his  appointment  as  master  of  the  Ballinrobe  workhouse. 


Mr.  R.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners  : — July  22,  1848. 

With  reference  to  your  letters  of  the  15th  and  20th  instant,  directing  me 
to.  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  cases  reported  in  certain  communications  ad- 
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Ballinrobe  Union,  dressed  to  you  by  the  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector  and  the  Vice-Guardians 

of  the  Ballinrobe  Union,  and  enclosing  a letter  from  the  two  chaplains  of  the 

workhouse  on  the  same  subject,  together  with  a copy  of  your  reply,  wherein  you 
state  that  I have  been  instructed  to  make  a searching  inquiry  upon  oath  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  death  of  the  children,  who  it  is  alleged  were  murdered 
by  the  master;  I have  now  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  my  arrival  here 
this  day  I had  an  interview  with  the  chairman  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  the  Tem- 
porary Poor  Law  Inspector,  and  the  resident  magistrate,  and  that  in  consequence 
of  the  information  obtained  from  them,  I have  determined  to  postpone  holding 
any  formal  inquiry  until  I shall  receive  your  further  instructions. 

It  appears  that  on  Thursday  the  13th  instant  a large  concourse  of  people,  led 
or  accompanied  by  a Roman  Catholic  curate  named  Conway,  and  a parish  priest 
named  Waldron,  appeared  at  the  workhouse  gate  demanding  admission.  This 
was  refused  in  consequence  of  their  numbers  and  the  violence  they  displayed ; 
and  after  several  efforts  had  been  made  by  the  people  to  force  an  entrance,  and' 
by  the  clergymen  to  procure  it  for  them,  the  master  opposed  force  to  force!  and 
a riot  ensued,  the  particulars  of  which  have  already  been  made  known  to  you. 

It  appears  that  the  assemblage  of  people  at  the  workhouse  originated  in  a 
belief,  that  an  investigation  would  be  held  there  on  that  day  into  certain  accusations 
against  the  master  of  the  workhouse  for  violence  towards  the  inmates,  resulting 
in  murder,  which  were  made  by  Mr.  Conway  to  his  congregation  on  Sunday  the 
2nd  instant,  and  contradicted  on  the  following  Sunday  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morris, 
the  parish  priest.  It  further  appears  that  Mr.  Conway  and  Mr.  Waldron  en- 
tertained this  opinion,  for  they  stated  it  in  the  board-room. 

The  riot  was  with  difficulty  quelled  at  the  workhouse,  and  the  rioters  were 
pursued  by  the  troops  into  the  town ; but  no  further  proceedings  appear  to  have 
been  taken  by  Mr.  Conway  or  Mr.  Waldron  until  Saturday  the  15th,  when 
informations  having  been  sworn  against  the  master  of  the  workhouse  for  the 
wilful  murder  of  a boy  at  the  time  an  inmate,  he  was  apprehended  and  (after 
considerable  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  magistrate  who  received  the  informa- 
tion) allowed  to  give  bail  for  his  appearance  at  the  ensuing  petty  sessions.  On 
the  Monday  following  the  case  was  heard,  and  terminated  by  the  committal  of 
the  master  to  take  his  trial  at  the  approaching  assizes  of  Castlebar ; and  he  is 
now  a prisoner  in  the  county  gaol. 

In  this  posture  of  affairs  it  appears  to  me  impossible  that  I could  effectively 
conduct  any  inquiry  into  the  charges  against  the  master,  or  into  the  circumstances 
of  the  riot ; and  as  the  truth  will  probably  be  made  known  when  the  judicial 
inquiry  shall  take  place,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  right  to  postpone  any  proceedings 
until  after  the  trial,  which  must  come  on  within  a fortnight ; besides,  any  inter- 
ference upon  my  part  at  present  might  be  open  to  misconstruction.  If  you  should 
not  agree  with  me  in  this  opinion,  I shall  be  ready  to  proceed  in  any  manner 
you  may  direct. 

I purposely  abstain  from  comments  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conway 
during  the  whole  of  these  transactions,  or  upon  the  decision  of  the  justices,  as 
to  admitting  Mr.  Murphy  to  bail.  The  latter  bas  been  brought  specially  under 
the  notice  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  a report  from  the  resident 
magistrate,  Mr.  Arabin ; and  I trust  that  after  the  trial  is  over  means  may  be 
taken  to  ^prevent  the  repetition  of  such  violence  and  outrage,  as  that  enacted  here 
on  the  loth,  through  the  instrumentality  of  Mr.  Conway.  But  I may  be  allowed 
to  state,  that  it  is  clear  beyond  all  doubt  that  Mr.  Murphy  is  the  object  of  a 
veiy  foul  conspiracy ; and  I hope  that  you  will  not  deem  it  improper  to  assist  him 
m procuring  such  advice  and  evidence  in  his  defence  as  may  place  his  conduct  and 
character  in  its  true  light  before  a jury,  to  which  perhaps  his  case  may  be  brought. 

1 return  the  enclosures  to  your  letters. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  R.  Bourke  in  reply : — July  25,  1848. 

1am. directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  22nd  instant,  relative  to  the  proposed  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  the  master  of  the  workhouse  of  Ballinrobe  Union  ; and  I am  to  state, 
+ ur  a , . cir?umstances  of  the  case  the  Commissioners  approve  of  your 

inquiry  adverted  to  in  the  Commissioners’  instructions  of  the 
18th  and  20th  instant. 
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The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — July  22,  1848. 

It  occurs  to  us  that  it  may  have  been  reported  to  his  department  by 
Captain  Bindon,  R.N.,  sub-inspector  of  police  in  this  town,  that  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians refused  to  give  him  an  account  of  how  the  riot  commenced  at  the  work- 
house  on  the  13th  instant ; and  as  reference  may  be  made  to  you  on  the  subject, 
we  think  it  necessary  that  you  shall  be  informed  of  what  passed  between  Captain 
Bindon  and  us  on  that  occasion.  When  the  requisition  for  the  attendance  of  the 
police  and  military  was  given  by  James  Cuflfe,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Captain  Bindon  was 
absent  from  the  tow  attending  the  inquest  on  the  body  of  the  child,  John 
Philbin,  who  died  in  the  electoral  division  of  Ballinrobe,  on  which  case  we  have 
had  the  honour  to  report.  Upon  his  arrival  at  the  workhouse  after  the  rioters 
had  been  dispersed,  he  entered  the  board-room  and  required  to  be  informed  what 
had  taken  place,  why  the  military  and  police  had  been  called  on,  and  how  the 
riot  began  ? We  told  him  that  we  did  not  see  the  commencement,  and  could  not 
therefore  inform  him,  but  that  he  could  hear  it  from  others,  and  that  the  military 
and  police  were  there  by  the  orders  of  Mr.  Cuffe.  Whilst  in  the  board-room  he 
said  he  spoke  officially,  and  that  if  we  did  not  give  him  a report  in  writing  he 
would  report  us.  We  told  him  it  was  out  of  our  power  to  do  so  as  we  were  at 
the  time  engaged  at  the  board-room  table  examining  the  application  books,  and 
did  not  see  how  it  began.  He  repeated  that  he  would  report  us, to  which  we  replied 
he  might  do  so  if  he  thought  proper ; that  we  would  not  presume  to  dictate  to  him 
as  to  what  course  he  thought  proper  to  pursue,  and  that  he  must  allow  us  to  judge 
and  act  for  ourselves.  Next  morning  he  wrote  the  note,  a copy  of  which  we 
forward  together  with  the  answer  thereto. 

Enclosure  in  the  foregoing. 

Captain  Bindon  to  Mr.  Fishboukne  : — July  14,  184  . 

As  I cannot  get  a correct  account  which  caused  the  tumultuous  meeting  yesterday 
at  the  poorhouse,  permit  me  to  beg  you  will  oblige  me  with  the  particulars,  and  state  if 
there  was  any  threatening  language  made  use  of  at  the  board-room  against  any  of  the 
members. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — July  14,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  note  I have  to  state  that  all  matters  were  as  usual  proceeding  with 
regularity  at  the  workhouse  yesterday,  until  the  arrival  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Conway  and 
Waldron,  accompanied  by  a number  of  persons,  who  after  a little  time  commenced  an  attack 
on  the  master  and  inmates  of  the  house,  with  the  intention  it  is  supposed  of  forcing  then-  way 
to  the  board-room,  and  committing  other  violence.  Being,  as  I told  you  yesterday,  engaged 
in  the  board-room  I cannot  state  how  the  riot  commenced ; of  its  serious  character  in  the 
intention  of  those  concerned  there  can  be  no  doubt.  I am  not  aware  that  any  threat  was 
made  in  the  board-room  against  any  person. 


The  Commissioners  to  Colonel  M‘Gregor,  Inspector-General  of  the  Constabulary 
in  Ireland  : — ■ August  1,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith  for  your  infor- 
mation a copy  of  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians of  the  Ballinrobe  Union  and  Captain  Bindon,  sub-inspector  of  police, 
together  with  a copy  of  some  observations  made  by  Mr.  R.  Bourke,  Poor  Law 
Inspector,  thereon. 


Observations  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Letter. 

The  Sub-Inspector  of  Police  appears  to  have  acted  very  improperly  on  this  occasion.  He 
is  reported  to  have  said  to  the  master,  on  his  first  arrival,  “ What  have  you  and  your  pam- 
pered paupers  been  doing  now?”  and  to  have  conducted  himself  throughout  the  affair  in  a 
very  disagreeable  manner  towards  tbe  Vice-Guardians.  He  was  absent  at  an  inquest  when 
the  riot  commenced.  He  attends  upon  all  such  occasions,  and  almost  invariably  sends  up 
a report  to  the  effect  that  the  party  died  of  starvation.  I do  not  know  whether  it  is  the 
duty  of  Sub-Inspectors  to  attend  at  all  inquests,  hut  I think  that,  being  Government  officers, 
they  should  give  their  assistance  zealously  and  in  earnest  to  a system  like  the  poor  laws, 
instead  of  offering  it  direct  opposition. 


Ballinrobe  Union, 
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Mr.  Ii.  Bourne  to  the  Commissioners  : — July  25,  1848. 

As  I liave  received  no  further  instructions  from  you  by  this  day’s  post 
in  reply  to  my  report  of  the  22nd,  I conclude  that  you  approve  of  my  intention 
of  deferring  any  inquiry  into  the  charges  against  the  master  of  the  Ballinrobe 
workhouse,  until  his  approaching  trial  shall  have  taken  place,  and  I therefore 
propose  to  visit  Tuam  to-morrow,  as  announced  in  my  weekly  report. 

The  parties  concerned  in  this  conspiracy  have  not  been  idle  since  the  com- 
mittal of  Mr.  Murphy.  I informed  you  in  my  letter  of  the  22ud  that  they 
had  procured  a second  sot  of  informations,  charging  him  with  the  murder  of  a 
girl  named  Peggy  Thornton ; and  since  then  I have  learned  that  a third  set 
have  been  prepared  and  transmitted  to  the  Crown  Office,  charging  him  with 
certain  aggravated  assaults.  I have  not  as  yet  soon  copies  of  these  latter  infor- 
mations ; but  it  is  manifest  that  they  have  been  prepared  to  obtain  a conviction 
for  an  assault  in  the  event  of  the  murder  or  homicide  charges  falling  to  the 
ground,  as  no  count  for  an  assault  could  have  been  added  to  the  first  indictment 
for  murder  or  homicide  ; and  if  acquitted  on  the  capital  charge,  he  could  not 
have  been  tried  under  the  same  informations  for  the  minor  one.  Besides  this, 
summonses  were  taken  out  against  four  or  five  inmates  of  the  workhouse  for 
assault  in  refusing  admission  to  the  mob  on  the  loth  instant,  and  they  have 
been  committed  to  take  their  trial  at  the  assizes. 

In  this  last  proceeding  the  parties  who  are  carrying  on  this  conspiracy  have 
quite  overshot  their  mark.  They  could  have  obtained  any  conviction  before  the 
magistrates  at  petty  sessions ; but  by  returning  the  case  to  the  assizes,  they  have 
given  the  Vice-Guardians  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  ringleaders  of  the 
not,  and  the  principal  actors  in  the  proceedings— the  Rev.  Mr.  Conway  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Waldron;  and  1 have  no  doubt  they  will  thus  be  enabled  to  bring 
out  the  whole  truth.  Subscriptions  have  been  collected  through  the  town  for 
defraying'  the  expenses  of  their  numerous  prosecutions. 

The  ill  feeling  among  the  townspeople  towards  Mr.  Murphy  is,  as  I really 
believe,  attributable  altogether  to  his  being  an  honest  man,  who  has  refused  to 
connive  at  their  frauds  in  giving  bad  supplies  to  the  workhouse.  It  has  been 
also,  in  some  measure,  caused  by  the  Vice-Guardians  having  taken  contracts  for 
clothing  from  Dublin  houses,  where  they  procured  better  articles  for  fifty  per 
cent,  less  money  than  here.  But  chiefly  this  disturbance  has  been  caused  by 
Mr.  Conway,  who  is  irritated  at  the  complete  failure  of  his  charges  against  Mr 
Arabia  relieving  officer  for  Partly,  and  has  expressed  himself  in  the  most  open 
ana  violent  manner  in  reference  to  tile  present  proceedings. 

I have  seen  and  consulted  with  the  attorney  who  is  conducting  Sir  Murphy's 
defence.  There  appears  abundant  evidence  to  contradict  all  the  graver  charges 
against  him,  even  if  the  grand  jury  should  find  bills,  which  I doubt.  And, I 
think  that  enough  lias  already  come  out  to  warrant  an  indictment  for  conspiracy 
against  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conway,  and  an  action  against  the  magistrates  for  false 
imprisonment.  Their  conduct  throughout  has  been  marked  'by  strong  feelin" 
against  the  administrators  of  the  poor  laws;  and  their  language  anf  manner 
have  reflected  great  discredit  on  the  whole  bench. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  R.  Bourke  in  reply : — July  29, 1S48. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  25tli  uist.;  and  as  regards  the  charges  against  the  master  of  the 
workhouse  I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  addressed  to  you  a letter  on 
the  -5th  inst.,  which  will  have  made  you  aware  of  the  course  which  the  Com- 
missioners suggest  m reference  thereto. 

, As  regards  the  indictment  ot  any  parties  for  a conspiracy  against  the  master, 
the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  point  is  well  worthy  of  consideration ; 
hut  it  will  perhaps  be  found  advisable  to  await  the  result  of  the  indictment  of 
the  master  for  murder  at  the  approaching  assizes,  before  any  definite  steps  are 
taken  m reference  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conway  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Waldron. 

The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — August  3,  1848. 

,,  haT°  5he  honour  to  state  that  we  attended  yesterday  at  the  assizes 
at  Castlebar  to  he  present  at  the  trial  of  the  master  of  'the  workhouse, 
and  we  have  the  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  state,  for  your  information,  that 
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the  two  bills  of  indictment  against  him  for  murder  were  ignored  by  the  <vraud 
jury ; and  further  that  the  foreman,  Sir  Robert  L.  Blosse,  stated  in  open  court 
“ that  he  was  directed  by  the  grand  jury  to  say  that  they  thought  it  was  a foul 
“ conspiracy,  and  that  it  was  their  opinion  that  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution 
“ were  all  perjured.” 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  in  reply : — August  4, 1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  3rd  instant,  reporting  that  the  bills  of  indictment  against  the  master 
of  the  workhouse  of  Ballinrobe  Union  had  been  ignored  by  the  grand  jury  • 
•and  in  reference  thereto  I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  felt  no  apprehen- 
sion for  the  result  of  the  _ case ; but  regret  that  the  master  of  the  workhouse 
should  have  suffered  imprisonment  on  charges  now  proved  to  be  entirely  false, 
and  which  were  made  under  circumstances  that,  viewed  dispassionately,  mMit 
at  least  be  considered  to  warrant  his  being  admitted  to  bail  at  the  time.  * ° 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  furnish  the 
Commissioners  with  a specific  report  of  the  original  investigation  before  the 
magistrates,  giving  the  names  of  those  who  attended,  and  ‘if  they  were  not 
unanimous,  distinguishing  those  who  were  for  the  committal  of  the  master ; 
also  (in  any  case)  the  names  of  those  who  signed  the  informations  and  the 
committal. 

It  is  also  desirable  to  have  copies  of  the  informations,  and  to  know  the  names, 
rank,  or  avocation  of  the  persons  who  took  a leading  part  in  requiring  the  infor- 
mations to  be  taken. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — July  31,  1848. 

We  have  to  report  for  your  information  that  the  only  lodgment  made 
during  the  past  week  was  £30,  per  Mr.  Brannick.  Mr.  Walsh,  we  believe,  is 
really  exerting  himself  to  get  rates,  and  we  have  served  Mr.  Fair  with  notice, 
as  you  may  have  perceived  from  our  minutes. 

Our  numbers  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  have  increased,  but  we  intend  to 
strike  many  of  the  able-bodied  single  men  and  women  off  the  lists,  so  that  we 
hope  our  next  report  will  show  a considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  destitute 
relieved  under  section  two.  We  anticipate  much  difficulty,  and  not  a little 
obloquy,  in  carrying  this  into  effect ; but  with  the  assistance  of  the  relieving 
officers,  and  the  local  knowledge  they  will  be  able  to  bring  to  bear  on  the  subject 
we  hope  to  do  so  safely  and  without  hazard,  exercising  due  caution  at  first. 

Ilere  wo  take  leave  to  say,  that  we  have  not  received  that  co-operation  and 
assistance,  in  our  administration  of  the  out-door  relief,  from  the  landowners  and 
ratepayers  of  this  Union  which  we  confess  we  did  expect  wc  should  have  received, 
and  which  it  was  manifestly  so  much  to  their  advantage  to  afford  ; this  we  must 
attribute  in  a great  measure  to  the  belief,  that  repayment  of  the  advances  made  so 
liberally,  and  with  such  an  unsparing  hand,  by  the  British  Association  and  her 
Majesty’s  Government,  would  not  be  required ; consequently  they  (the  land- 
owners)  had  no  direct  interest  in  keeping  down  taxation ; but,  on  the  contrary, 
had  a direct  interest  in  putting  money  in  the  shape  of  food  into  the  pockets  of 
their  tenantry,  who  would  otherwise  be  obliged  to  pledge  the  crops  the  land- 
lords had  in  view  for  the  rent,  to  obtain  a subsistence ; hence  arose  the  anxiety 
to  evade  the  law,  and  to  place  the  numbers  which  appear  so  overwhelming  on  the 
relief  lists.  We  are  anxious  to  place  this  before  you,  at  the  turn  of  the  tide,  as 
some  justification  for  the  expenditure  of  the  enormous  sums  of  public  money 
through  our  instrumentality. 

Mr.  Bourke  has  directed  our  attention  to  the  subject  of  increased  workhouse 
accommodation — a subject  which,  independent  of  his  remarks,  had  been  under 
our  consideration,  and  we  intended  to  have  recommended  you  to  authorize  some 
such  measure.  We  shall  now,  fortified  by  his  concurrence,  endeavour  to  carry 
out  the  scheme,  convinced  as  we  are  that  in  an  Union  professedly  so  destitute 
sufficient  workhouse  accommodation  was  not  provided.  Mr.  Bourke  also  alluded 
to  the  erection  of  an  oven  in  the  workhouse  as  a measure  of  economy ; and  we 
intend  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Wilkinson  on  the  subject,  who,  no  doubt,  will 
be  able  to  point  out  from  the  plan  of  the  workhouse,  we  suppose  within  his  reach, 
where  we  can  erect  it  with  the  least  possible  inconvenience  and  expense. 


Ballinrobe  Union. 
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Ballinrobe  Union.  We  have  the  honour  to  send  herewith  a letter  received  from  Lieutenant  Stokes, 
which  accounts  for  the  seeming  extravagance  of  our  outlay  for  the  past  week  ; 
and  we  have  to  report,  that  independent  of  the  order  for  £63,  which  we  returned 
on  Sunday  morning,  a balance  remained  due  to  us  at  the  Commissariat  Office 
here,  on  closing  the  accounts,  of  £32  9s.  10o?.,  which,  as  a matter  of  course,  he 
has  reported  to  the  head  of  his  department. 

We  beg  to  add  that  our  views  as  to  the  continuance  of  out-door  relief  in  this 
Union  to  the  able-bodied,  shall  be  made  the  subject  of  a distinct  report. 

Enclosures. 

I. 

Lieutenant  Stokes  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — July  27,  1848. 

I beg  to  inform  you  that  as  it  is  intended  to  exhaust  the  stores  of  this  depot  by 
the  orders  for  provisions  signed  by  Sir  R.  I.  ltouth,  my  future  issues  must  include  a pro- 
portionable quantity  of  each  of  the  following  articles  as  far  as  their  extent  will  admit,  viz., 
Indian  meal,  biscuit,  and  rice ; and  that  I shall  be  unable  to  deviate  from  this  course,  in 
order  to  fulfil  the  instructions  I have  received. 

The  provisions  and  their  value  available  to  meet  your  demands  for  the  present  week 
will  be  as  follow : — 
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A balance  of  thirty  pounds  remains  to  your  credit  from  the  provision  order  of  last  week. 


n. 

Relieving  Officers  return  of  Destitute  Persons  relieved  out  of  the  Workhouse,  week  ending  July  29,  1848. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  in  reply: — August  8,  1848. 

Tiie  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  report  of  the  31st  ult., 
relating  to  the  Ballinrobe  Union ; and  with  reference  to  your  observations  respect- 
ing a reduction  in  the  out-door  relief  list,  I am  directed  to  state  that  the  Com- 
missioners approve  of  the  course  proposed,  and  they  recommend  its  adoption 
throughout  the  Union,  by  your  visiting  the  several  districts  in  succession  for  the 
purpose. 


Mr.  R.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners  : — August  5, 1848. 

In  the  last  communication  which  I had  occasion  to  address  to  you  on  the 
subject  of  the  charges  brought  against  the  master  of  the  Ballinrobe  workhouse, 
1 stated,  that  all  the  bills  sent  up  to  the  grand  jury  having  been  ignored,  it  was 
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to  be  presumed  that  the  accused  would  be  forthwith  liberated.  Some  hours  BaJlinrobe  Union, 
after  this  letter  was  despatched,  one  of  the  members  of  the  grand  jury 
(Mr.  Geoffry  Browne)  communicated  to  me,  officially,  the  views  of  his  fellow- 
jurors.  He  stated  that  it  had  become  clear,  on  the  hearing  of  the  complaints, 
that  the  majority  of  them  had  been  concocted,  through  the  instrumentality  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Conway,  and  that  almost  every  witness  had  declared  that  without 
this  gentleman’s  interference  they  should  not  have  thought  of  accusing  the  mas- 
ter ; but  Mr.  Browne  further  stated,  that  in  one  of  the  cases — that  of  Peggy 
Thornton— -the  grand  jury  had  found  considerable  difficulty  in  comipg  to 
any  conclusion,  in  consequence  of  the  defective  state  of  the  hospital  books ; no 
record  whatever  having  been  made  of  the  admission  of  Peggy  Thornton  into 
hospital,  or  her  death  there,  although  it  was  sworn  that  she  had  been  an  inmate 
for  upwards  of  twelve  hours. 

With  respect  to  the  first  part  of  his  communication  I informed  him,  that  the 
attention  of  the  Vice-Guardians  was  directed  to  the  adoption  of  the  most  effica- 
cious measures  for  vindicating  the  character  of  the  master,  and  establishing  the 
truth ; and  that  it  might  perhaps  become  necessary  to  require  the  testimony  of 
some  of  the  grand  jury,  which  he  assured  me  could  readily  be  afforded.  As  to 
the  irregularity  in  the  medical  officers’  books,  I further  stated  that  strict  inquiry 
should  be  made  into  it. 

I was  surprised  a short  time  afterwards  by  hearing,  when  in  the  Record  Court, 
that  upon  a representation  of  certain  magistrates,  and  the  assertion  that  addi- 
tional evidence  had  been  procured,  the  judge  had,  on  application  of  the  crown, 
sent  up  again  to  the  grand  jury  the  bills  for  the  manslaughter  of  Peggy  Thornton 
and  for  the  riot.  Being  engaged  in  the  Record  Court  till  a late  hour  of  the  day,  I 
had  no  opportunity  of  watching  these  criminal  proceedings  further ; but  before  I 
left  Castlebar  for  Ballina  (where  I was  obliged  to  proceed),  I heard  that  the  bills 
for  riot  had  been  again  ignored,  and  that  the  bill  for  manslaughter  would  probably 
share  the  same  fate.  I therefore  left  Castlebar  requesting  Doctor  Dempster 
carefully  to  watch  the  proceedings. 

This  morning  I have  received  a special  letter  from  Captain  Farren  informing 
me  that  the  bills  for  manslaughter  had  been  found,  and  that  the  master  is  to  be 
put  on  his  trial,  and  requesting  me  to  return  to  Castlebar  ; he  also  states  that 
two  counsel  have  been  retained  for  the  master,  and  that  the  case  will  probably 
come  on  to-day. 

As  I cannot  hope  to  reach  Castlebar  in  time  to  be  present  at  the  trial,  and  as 
all  that  was  possible  appears  to  have  been  done,  I have  not  adopted  Captain 
Farren’s  suggestion. 

I have  a strong  hope  that  the  master  will  be  acquitted  altogether.  I have 
had  no  opportunity  of  reading  the  additional  evidence  laid  before  the  grand  jury; 
but  the  first  informations  were  certainly  most  loose  and  contradictory,  and  nothing 
but  the  alleged  irregularity  of  the  medical  officer’s  books,  which  prevented  any 
complete  record  of  the  deceased’s  life  from  being  laid  before  the  grand  jury, 
would  have  created  even  a doubt  on  their  minds  as  to  the  nature  of  the  charge. 

And  it  is  on  this  ground  alone  that  I have  now  any  fear  of  the  issue.  The 
weakness  of  proof  as  to  the  actual  cause  of  the  girl’s  death  may  add  something 
of  confirmation  to  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  who  charge  it  to  the  master. 

I shall  communicate  further  as  soon  as  I am  in  a position  to  do  so ; but  I may 
now  observe  with  reference  to  your  late  letter  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  that  although 
this  bill  for  manslaughter  has  now  been  found,  yet  this  fact  by  no  means  relieves 
the  magistrates  from  blame  in  not  admitting  the  accused  to  bail,  as  upon  the 
informations  returned  by  them  the  grand  jury  ignored  the  bills,  and  were  only 
induced  by  additional  evidence  to  let  the  case  go  to  trial. 


A letter  from  Captain  Farren  : — August  C,  1848. 

I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Murphy,  the  master  of  the  Ballin- 
robe  workhouse,  has  been  triumphantly  acquitted.  Mr.  Keogh’s  speech  was 
magnificent,  and  his  cross-examination  of  the  crown  witnesses  most  able.  Only 
one  witness  for  the  defence  was  called,  the  venerable  and  respected  Roman 
Catholic  priest  of  Ballinrobe.  He  gave  poor  Murphy  a splendid  character ; and  in 
clear,  simple,  earnest  language  stated  how  the  affair  against  him  originated.  The 
judge  in  his  address  alluded  to  the  manner  in  which  he  had  given  his  evidence, 
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Ballinrobe  Union,  and  commended  him  highly.  His  lordship  was  about  to  charge  the  jury,  when 
one  of  them  stated  that  there  was  no  necessity  as  they  had  already  made  up  their 
minds.  The  judge,  however,  said  that  he  wished  to  make  a few  observations  on 
this  extraordinary  case  ; he  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  investigation  in  a matter  of 
such  vital  interest  as  the  well-being  of  establishments  such  as  these  (t)ic  poor- 
houses)  ; that  at  the  risk  of  much  personal  inconvenience  he  had  determined  to 
remain,  and  sift  the  case  to  the  uttermost ; that  the  trial  had  been  long,  but  not 
more  so  than  necessary  alluded  to  the  painful  ordeal  which  one  of  the  witnesses 
(the  Rev.  Mr.  Conway)  had  undergone,  but  added  that  it  was  most  essential  in 
order  to  arrive  at  the  facts ; rebuked  in  becoming  terms  those  who  presumed  to 
arraign  their  fellow-creatures  at  the  altar,  and  by  denunciation  therefrom  to 
expose  them  to  the  anger  of  an  excited  people.  In  fine,  he  made  a most  impres- 
sive . address,  which  was  listened  to  with  breathless  attention.  At  its  con- 
clusion a verdict  of  “ not  guilty”  was  handed  in ; and  no  other  charges  having 
been  brought  against  poor  Murphy,  he  was  discharged  to  the  great  delight  of 
judge,  jury,  couusel,  and  court,  and  was  escorted  across  the  green  by  the  people 
who  cheered  him  lustily. 

Mr.  Keogh’s  cross-examination  was  most  able,  words  are  inadequate  to  describe 
the  manner  in  which  he  dealt  with  Mr.  Conway,  it  was  perfectly  crushing ; and 
such  a speech,  it  stirred  the  hearts  of  all ; and  when  lie  concluded,  a burst  of 
applause  broke  forth  in  the  court  which  could  not  be  suppressed  for  some  time. 

Dr.  Dempster  wishes  me  to  mention  that  his  report  will  be  made  on  Monday. 
The  trial  lasted  until  between  eight  and  nine  o’clock  last  night. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners : — August  C,  1848. 

We  had  the  honour  to  report  that  the  bills  against  the  master  of  the 
poorhouse,  upon  two  charges  of  murder,  had  beeu  ignored  by  the  grand  jury 
on  Wednesday  last.  We  have  now  to  inform  you  that  on  Thursday  application 
was  made  to  the  court  to  have  the  bills  returned  to  the  grand  jury  to  be 
re-considcrcd,  additional  evidence  having  been  procured.  This  application  was 
supported  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conway  and  four  of  the  magistrates  who  took  part 
m the  proceedings  at  the  petty  sessions  the  day  the  master  was  committed  for 
trial.  These  gentlemen  stated  that  the  ends  of  justice  would  otherwise  be 
defeated,  and  had  some  of  their  own  names  entered  on  the  bills  as  witnesses. 
On  these  grounds  the  bills  were  sent  up  to  the  grand  jury  on  Friday,  when  the 
bill  in  the  case  of  M£Govern,  on  which  the  master  was  committed  for  trial,  was 
again  ignored ; but  the  bill  in  Thornton’s  case,  which  had  been  got  up  after  his 
imprisonment,  was  found,  and  the  trial  fixed  for  Saturday  morning.  At  the 
sitting  of  the  court  yesterday  application  wras  made  on  the  part  of  the  prose- 
cutors, and  several  affidavits  put  in,  to  postpone  the  trial  to  the  next  March 
assizes,  evidently  with  a view  of  keeping  the  master  in  prison.  After  much 
time  was  taken  up  in  that  way  the  trial  proceeded,  and  resulted  in  the  trium- 
phant acquittal  of  the  master,  and  the  complete  exposure  of  one  of  the  most 
atrocious  conspiracies  against  the  life  of  an  innocent  man  that  was  ever  brought ' 
to  light.  6 

We  will  forward  a detailed  account  according  to  the  desire  expressed  in  your 
letter ; but  as  it  must  be  prepared  with  care  and  accuracy  it  will  occupy 
two  or  three  days.  In  the  meantime  we  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  our 
conviction,  that  the  future  administration  of  the  poor  law  free  from  embar- 
rassing interruptions,  perhaps  its  very  existence,  in  this  county,  depends  on  the 
steps  now  taken  to  punish  the  instigators  and  abettors  of  such  an  atrocious  crime.  • 
lnere  can  be  no  security  for  life  or  liberty  if  persons  intrusted  with  magisterial 
power,  sworn  to  do  equal  justice  without  fear  or  favour,  are  not  free  from  pre- 
judice, and  possessed  of  sufficient  moral  courage  to  decide  justly,  in  defiance  of 
either  popular  clamour  and  excitement,  or  any  other  more  sinister  influence. 


Dr.  Dempster  to  the  Commissioners  : — August  0,  1848. 

I have  the  honour. to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
that  I attended  at  the  assizes  of  Castlebar  in  pursuance  of  a subpoena,  in  the 
matter  of  the  committee  of  the  fever  hospital  of  Kilmain,  in  which  I had  to 
produce  all  papers  and  documents  in  my  possession,  and  that  there  was  a verdict 
m favour  of  the  defendants. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


161 


I remained  in  Castlebar  to  assist  at  the  trial  of  Mr.  Murphy,  the  master  of  Balllnrobe  Union, 
the  workhouse  here,  which  terminated  in  an  honourable  acquittal  at  .9  p.m.  last  — — ■ 

night.  The  only  witness  examined  for  the  defence  was  the  Rev.  John  Morris, 
parish  priest  of  Ballinrobe  and  chaplain  to  the  workhouse.  The  jury  without 
leaving  the  box,  and  before  his  lordship  had  spoken  on  the  subject,  said,  they 
would  save  him  the  trouble  and  time,  as  they  had  agreed  to  their  verdict  unani- 
mously. However,  his  lordship  said,  that  this  was  a case  of  such  importance  to 
the  peace  of  the  country,  and  from  the  disclosures  which  had  taken  place  that 
day,  and  from  what  had  occurred  in  the  grand  jury-room  during  the  week,  and 
the  observations  from  that  body  of  gentlemen,  .that  he  must  likewise  make  some 
observations  on  this  most  extraordinary  case,  such  as,  from  the  time  he  had  the 
honour  of  presiding  as  a judge,  or  from  the  time  he  had  practised  as  a barrister, 
never  came  within  the  scope  of  his  experience;  in  fact,  such  a case  of  wicked 
conspiracy  against  the  life  of  an  innocent  man  in  particular,  and  against  the 
officials  of  the  workhouse  in  general,  and  every  one  connected  with  the  poor 
law  in  this  Union,  never  was  laid  before  the  public.  Full  notes  of  the  trial  were 
taken  for  the  press,  which,  when  published,  I shall  transmit  for  the  information 
of  the  Commissioners. 

I furnished  full  explanation  of  the  riot  at  the  workhouse  on  the  13th  ultimo, 
as  also  of  the  case  of  Martin  Casey,  who  was  brought  to  my  office  on  the  18th 
J uly,  with  his  head  and  face  smeared  with  blood,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conway ; as 
also  notes  of  his  several  denunciations  of  us  from  the  altar ; so  that,  I think,  for 
the  future  the  officials  of  Ballinrobe  will  be  allowed  to  perform  their  duty  without 
further  interference  from  that  reverend  gentleman,  to  all  of  which  he  was 
examined,  and  remained  for  two  hours  under  the  most  searching  inquiry  by 
Mr.  Keogh,  our  counsel,  and  was  clearly  shown  to  the  judge  and  jury  to  have 
been  the  prime  mover  of  this  most  vile  conspiracy. 


The  Commissioners  to  Dr.  Dempster  in  reply: — -August  9,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  Cth  instant,  relating  to  Ballinrobe  Union ; and  I am  to  express 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  result  of  the  recent  trial  of  the 
master  of  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  themselves  never  entertained  any  doubt  of  the  result ; 
but  it  is  a great  satisfaction  to  the  Commissioners  that,  owing  to  the  ability  of 
Mr.  Keogh,  the  innocence  of  the  workhouse  master  was  established  in  such  a 
convincing  manner,  as  appears  to  have  left  no  doubt  on  the  subject  in  the  mind 
of  the  jury  or  of  the  learned  judge. 

The  Commissioners  request  you  to  communicate  this  letter  to  the  master  of 
the  workhouse,  and  to  assure  him  that  the  Commissioners  place  undiminished 
confidence  in  his  efficiency,  and  that  he  may  rely  on  the  unvarying  support  of 
the  Commissioners  as  long  as  he  discharges  his  duty  in  the  manner  which  has 
been  so  favourably  brought  under  their  notice. 


The  Rev.  James  Anderson  to  the  Commissioners  : — August  6,  1848. 

I returned  very  late  last  night  from  the  assizes  of  Castlebar,  and  am 
happy  to  inform  you,  without  delay,  that  Mr.  Murphy,  the  master  of  the  Ball  in- 
robe  workhouse,  wras  most  triumphantly  acquitted.  The  jury  was  a mixed 
one — Romanists  and  Protestants ; and  so  overwhelmed  were  they  all,  that  even 
the  former  rose  up  and  requested  of  the  judge  (Jackson)  to  depart  from  the  usual 
course,  and  not  waste  the  public  time  any  further  by  addressing  them.  T write, 
because  I united  with  the  Rev.  John  Morris,  P.P.,  before  in  informing  you,  that 
this  case  was  an  awful  conspiracy ; and  now  you  may  see,  and  you  will  see  still 
more,  that  we  were  justified  to  the  fullest  extent  in  our  observations.  The 
thanks  of  the  Government  and  of  yourselves  should  be  given  to  Mr.  Keogh,  the 
counsel,  and  to  Mr.  Morris ; the  former  has  been  the  means  of  uncommon 
service  to  the  country  by  exposing  the  diabolical  agents  in  this  vile  affair,  and 
the  latter  has  raised  himself  beyond  all  praise. 

It  was  the  feeling,  that  Mr.  Keogh  has  made  his  fortune  for  ever  by  his  speech 
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Balllnrobe  Union,  and  cross-examination  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Conway ; and  the  burst  of  applause 
when  he  sat  down  was  inconceivable  for  enthusiasm  and  admiration. 

I trust  that  he  and  Mr.  Morris  will  be  substantially  rewarded  for  the  eminent 
services  they  have  rendered  to  this  country;  for  if  matters  were  suffered  to 
proceed  as  they  were,  I do  believe  that  rebellion  would  be.  the  dreadful  conse- 
quence ; and  such  is  the  exasperated  feeling  against  Mr.  Morris,  that  even  (one 
would  suppose  respectable)  persons  in  this  town  of  the  Roman  Catholic  persua- 
sion were  heard  to  say,  that  Mr.  Morris  might  now  live  on  his  £50  salary  from 
the  workhouse.  You  will  hear,  of  course,  from  others  all  particulars ; but  I do 
say,  that  as  the  officials,  &c.,  have  been  themselves  accused  of  conspiracy,  &c.,  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Conway,  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  defend  us.  J 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Rev.  J.  Anderson  in  reply  -.—August  9,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  6th  instant,  relating  to  the  recent  trial  of  the  master  of  the  work- 
house  of  Ballinrobe  Union ; and  I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  thanks  for 
your  communication. 

The  Commissioners  have  felt  the  greatest  satisfaction  at  the  result  of  the  trial 
of  the  master ; and  it  must  be  gratifying  both  to  you  and  to  Mr.  Morris  to 
know,  that  the  opinion  which  you  long  siuce  pronounced  on  the  subject,  has 
been  confirmed  and  approved  by  the  competent  authorities  at  the  last  assizes. 

, Tj*e  Commissioners  are  convinced  that  the  recollection  of  having  borne  con- 
vincing testimony  to  the  merits  of  an  innocent  and  persecuted  man,  will  be  a 
proud  consolation  to  Mr.  Morris,  under  any  obloquy  which  he  may  be  subject  to 
for  having  so  nobly  discharged  his  duty. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


163 


LOWTHERSTOWN  UNION. 


Lowtherstown 
Union,  j 


The  Clerk  of  the  Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  7,  1848. 

I beg  to  enclose  herewith  a copy  of  a report  of  the  Visiting  Committee 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union,  adopted  by  a resolution  of  the  Board, 
at  their  meeting  of  the  5th  instant,  aud  contained  in  the  minutes  of  their  pro- 
ceedings forwarded  by  me  this  day. 

Enclosure. 

Special  Report  of  the  Visiting  and  Superintending  Committee  : — April  5,  1848. 

Gentlemen — Having  been  requested  to  examine  into  the  present  state  of  the 
workhouse,  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union  under  the  late  Vice-Guardians, 
and  the  cases  of  persons  at  present  receiving  out-door  relief,  have  to  report : — 

That  having  examined  the  buildings,  we  find  them  insufficient,  in  regard  to  size,  to  afford 
a test  to  the  numbers  at  present  seeking  relief,  and  take  the  opportunity  to  remark,  that 
the  architect  who  planned  the  present  buildings  must  have  had  but  one  object  in  view, 
namely,  to  enclose  the  least  possible  quantity  of  space  in  the  greatest  quantity  of  wall. 

The  sewerage  we  find  most  defective,  and  consider  that  immediate  steps  should  be 
taken  to  remedy  the  defect.  A plan  and  specification  thereof,  approved  of  by  the  late 
Vice-Guardians,  is  under  our  consideration.  The  yards  still  remain  in  an  unfinished  state, 
in  formation,  drainage,  stoning,  and  gravelling.  Wo  are  taking  active  steps  to  remedy 
this  neglect. 

We  find  the  house  as  clean  as  possible,  considering  the  present  sewerage  and  supply  of 
water ; but  certainly  not  better,  with  the  exception  of  the  bedding,  which  has  been  very 
recently  supplied,  than  when  Mr.  Welsh  was  dismissed  from  his  situation  as  master,  under 
Dr.  Phelan’s  report. 

Tlio  fever  hospital,  which  was  then  in  progress  of  building,  has  been  finished  and 
occupied,  which  removes  many  of  the  difficulties  masters  heretofore  laboured  under. 

With  respect  to  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union  under  the  late  board: 
having  to  approve  of  some  steps  taken  by  them  in  remedying  the  deficiencies  in  clothing, 
furniture,  and  necessaries,  we  have  also  to  disapprove  of  the  manner  in  which  the  interior 
economy  and  arrangements  of  the  house  have  been  carried  out  by  them. 

We  find  the  children  of  the  female  school  are  almost  entirely  from  under  the  charge  of 
the  regularly  appointed  schoolmistress,  who  was  allowed  to  remain  in  the  workhouse, 
acting  as  under  matron,  (an  office  objected  to  by  the  Commissioners,)  while  another  person 
was  appointed  to  perform  her  duties  in  a detached  building,  at  a salary  of  £10  per  annum 
and  officer’s  rations ; and  a pauper  on  extra  rations,  in  charge  of  the  much  smaller  portion, 
who  remained  in  the  house. 

We  find  the  boys’  school-room  unoccupied,  with  the  exception  of  a male  pauper  (on 
additional  rations)  and  ten  boys ; the  dormitories  used  by  them  in  general  unoccupied. 
No  regularly  appointed  schoolmaster  in  charge  of  any  of  the  boys  ; the  person  appointed 
to  that  situation  by  Messrs.  Lucas  and  Hopper,  being,  as  we  find  recorded  on  the  minutes  of 
the  26th  January  last,  dismissed  for  “habits  of  liquor,  irregularity,  aud  insubordination.”  A 
person  was  also  appointed  to  discharge  the  duties  of  schoolmaster,  as  assistant,  at  the  rate  of 
£10  a year,  and  officer’s  rations,  (without,  as  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  the  sanction  of  the 
Commissioners,)  who  is  not  even  qualified  to  teach  the  rudiments  of  arithmetic.  A great 
part  of  the  boys,  (to  the  number  of  thirty-eight,)  though  actually  under  thirteen  years  of  age, 
down  to  ten,  as  registered,  having  been  irregularly  put  on  men’s  rations,  as  being  above 
fifteen,  have  been  thereby  deprived  of  even  the  scanty  education  afforded.  The  same 
remark,  as  regards  the  additional  rations,  applies  to  twenty-five  of  the  female  children;  but 
these  have  not  been  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  some  education. 

Our  attention  having  been  drawn  by  the  complaints  of  Mr.  Somerville,  late  master,  to 
irregularities  in  the  house,  over  which  he  had  no  control,  find  that  it  was  the  practice  of 
the  late  Vice-Guardians,  ou  board-days  and  adjourned  meetings,  to  distribute  large  quantities 
of  bread  to  applicants,  also  to  give  suppers  of  stirabout  in  the  dining-hall  to  a veiy  late  hour 
at  night,  to  many;  and  that  no  separate  account  of  the  amount  thus  expended  could  he 
kept,  showing  the  proportion  chargeable  to  each  division.  The  above  irregularities  might 
be  excused  for  once,  on  the  plea  of  the  number  of  applicants  ; but  it  appears  that  no  expe- 
dient was  adopted  to  prevent  their  recurrence,  but  on  the  contrary  continued  many  weeks. 

A system  of  giving  passes  to  the  paupers  was  also  adopted  to  a large  extent.  This  practice 
caused  both  great  loss  to  the  Union,  and  great  irregularity  in  the  house  ; many  who  thus 
left  the  workhouse  dressed  in  the  Union  clothes  never  returned;  some  of  them  leaving  their 
wives  and  families  a charge  to  the  Union.  Of  the  passes  given,  no  return  that  we  can  find 
was  ever  made  to  the  master.  Visiting  was  likewise  permitted;  and  it  was  sworn  before  some 
of  your  committee,  in  their  capacity  of  justices  of  the  peace,  that  on  these  occasions  it  was 
a habit  to  sell  the  workhouse  stirabout  for  halfpence  and  herrings. 

We  find  in  the  workhouse  twenty-eight  married  women  and  their  families,  whose  hus- 
bands are  living  in  the  Union,  earning  their  livelihood  as  able-bodied  labourers  ; some  of 
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these  men  left  the  house  on  pass,  some  deserted  from  it,  and  one  is  an  inmate  of  Ennis- 
killen workhouse,  to  which  Union  the  family  properly  belongs.  One  woman  being  questioned 
as  to  where  her  husband  was,  stated  she  had  not  heard  of  him  for  a fortnight ; but 
then  she  understood  he  was  about  running  away  with  another  woman,  for  the  purpose  of 
marrying  her.  A few  months  since  a few  informations  were  sworn  against  paupers  of  this 
class,  but  no  further  steps  seem  to  have  been  taken. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  we  visited  the  different  stations  where  meal  is  distri- 
buted to  the  out-door  paupers,  and  examined  into  each  of  their  cases — the  entire  amounting 
to  2,S20  individuals.  We  found  much  irregularity  in  all  the  districts,  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Carson’s ; but  principally  in  the  district  of  Lowtherstown  and  Moorficld.  Out-door 
relief  appears  to  have  been  given  without  any  regard  to  act  of  parliament ; the  cases 
of  women  with  illegitimate  children  receiving,  being  very  numerous — likewise  women  and 
then  families,  whose  husbands  are  working  in  the  country. 

In  Lowtherstown  district,  one  woman  was  receiving  who  had  been  turned  out  of  the 
infirmary,  without  the  medical  officer’s  knowledge  or  consent.  This  person  should  never 
have  been  received  into  the  house  without  her  husband,  as  he  was  known  to  the  reliev- 
ing officer  to.  be  residing  in  Lowtherstown,  and  even  in  the  habit  of  visiting  his  wife 
and  children  in  the  workhouse.  Another  pauper,  a young  able-bodied  woman,  who  had 
given  birth  to  an  illegitimate  child  in  the  workhouse  threo  weeks  before,  is  also  receiving 
relief ; another  labourer,  in  the  receipt  of  ten  pence  a day,  w'ages,  has  two  of  Ins  children 
in  the  workhouse,  while  he,  liis  wife,  and  another  child,  receive  out-door  relief.  The 
relieving  officers,  when  questioned  as  to  these  and  such  cases,  replied,  that  these  and  such 
other  paupers  were  turned  out  of  the  workhouse  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  that  they 
(the  relieving  officers)  were  not  accountable  for  such  cases. 

We  have  recommended  a considerable  number  to  be  struck  off  the  out-door  list,  and 
the  workhouse  test  to  be  applied  to  them. 

We  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  many  of  these  will  seek  admittance ; as  many  of 
them,  when  told  they  would  receive  out-relief  no  longer  than  for  the  present  week, 
impudently  said,  “ they  could  do  without  it.”  Why  the  workhouse  test  was  not  more 
strictly  applied,  does  not  appear  to  us ; as  we  found  the  house  not  full,  and  one  detached 
building  (said  in  the  late  Vice-Guardians’  reports  to  be  capable  of  containing  130,  but 
m which  we  would  not  recommend  more  than  TO  to  be  put)  containing  only  36.  We 
would  recommend  the  second  section  of  the  Extension  Act,  10  Vic.  c.  31,  to  be  still 
opened,  so  as  to  admit  of  widows  with  one  child,  and  orphans  receiving  out-door  relief. 

In  conclusion  we  beg  to  state,  that  we  find  the  Union  much  demoralized ; the  poorer 
classes  being  impressed  with  the  doctrine,  " that  instead  of  finding  employment,  it  must 
forthem;  and  that  the  decree  of  the  Almighty,  ‘that  man  must  live  by  the  sweat 
ot  his  brow,’  is  changed  to  the  effect  that  man  is  to  live  by  act  of  parliament.” 

One  very  painful  and  melancholy  fact  has  come  under  our  knowledge — the  larger 
proportion  of  the  widows  receiving  relief,  we  have  found  to  be  the  relicts  of  labourers 
who  died  last  winter  on  the  Government  works. 

(Signed  for  Visiting  Committee,) 

Hunky  D’Arcy,  Chairman. 


Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes  : — April  12,  1848. 

Special  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Gentlemen— In  compliance  with  your  request  we  have  examined  the  accounts 
oi  the  last  half-year. 

We  find  the  clerk’s  books  regularly  and  remarkably  well  kept. 

The  expenditure  has  been  very  great,  amounting  to  £3,709  15s. ; while  we  find 
that  the  entire  expense  of  provisions  and  necessaries  supplied  to  the  workhouse 
was  £l,00o  14s.  10 cl.,  and  the  expenditure  in  out-door  relief,  since  the  25th  of 
rwon  ; fc’  “oney>  £395,  and  in  kind,  since  the  23rd  of  February, 
£376  3s.  M,  total,  £771  3s.  9d. ; amounting  to,  for  in-door  supplies  and  out-door 
We  find  that  the  establishment  account  amounts  to 
£l,z50  lbs.  4 a.  We  have  examined  the  items,  and  find  several  of  them  ridicu- 
lously, extravagant:  so  many  of  this  nature  are  there  that  it  would  be  useless  to 
enter  into  the  matter  further  than  to  call  attention  to  it. 

The  clothing  and  bedding  account  amounts  to  the  large  sum  of  £682  12s.  9d. 
The  turf  account  is  also  large— it  amounts  to  £136  16s.,  which  is  included  in  the 
above,  amount  for  supplies.  We  would  recommend  coal  to  be  burned  for  a short 
time,  in  order  to  find  out  the  relative  cost. 

o rThe  e*Pense  in-door  relief  having,  for  the  last  week,  been  reduced  above 
£5,.  and  for  out-door  relief  £10  0s.  5 d.,  caused  by  the  decrease  in  the  number  of 
recipients  both  m and  out  of  the  house,  affords  a hope  that  the  Union  will  be 
ultimately  saved  from  the  financial  ruin  threatened  by  the  expenditure  of  the 
last  six  months.  (Signed,) 

Henry  D’Arcy,  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
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The  Clerk  of  the  Union  to  the  Commissioners: — April  17,  1848. 

I beg  to  state,  with  reference  to  the  special  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee which  accompanied  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  this  Union  on  the  12th  instant,  I find  that  the  reduced  expense 
of  out-door  relief  for  last  week  is  £20  Os.  5d.,  instead  of  £10,  as  reported  by 
committee. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  : — April  17,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  the  special  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee  of  Lowtherstown  Union  of  the  12th  instant,  transmitted’with 
minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  same  date ; and  with 
reference  to  the  amount  of  the  establishment  account,  I am  to  request  that  you 
will  state  the  items  of  which  the  amount  of  £1,250  16s.  4 d.  is  made  up. 


The  Clerk  of  the  Union  to  the  Commissioners: — April  19,  1848. 

I beg  to  transmit  herewith  an  abstract  of  the  establishment  account  of 
this  Union  for  the  half-year  ended  25th  March  last,  showing  the  items  of  which 
the  amount  of  £1,250  16s.  4 d.  is  made  up,  as  directed  by  your  letter  of  the  17th 
instant. 


Enclosures. 

Abstract  of  the  establishment  account  for  the  half-year  ended  25th  March,  1848. 


Salaries,  ........  £482  2 7 

Repairs,  ........  292  16  7 

Insurance,  . . . . . . . .426 

Drugs,  &c.  . . . . . . . . 24  15  4 

Printing,  stationery,  advertising,  books,  postage,  . . 77  18  5 

Furniture  and  culinary  utensils,  &c.,  for  workhouse,  fever  hospital, 

ancl  detached  buildings,  . . . . . .216411 

Rent  paid  for  detached  buildings,  . . . . .400 

Interest  on  treasurer’s  account  to  29th  February,  . . . 5 14  7 

Loan  from  Commissioners  repaid,  and  included  in  estimate,  . 100  0 0 
Other  small  charges — (including  subscription  to  Cow-pocklnstitution, 
county  cess,  necessaries  for  relieving  officers,  stores,  beams, 
weights,  &c.,  &c.,)  . . . . . 43  1 5 


Amount,  £l,250  16  4 


Further  explanation  of  certain  items  in  the  abstract  of  the  establishment  account,  hereunto 
annexed,  viz. : — 


Salaries — 

To  Workhouse  officers, 

„ Chaplains,  £30;  medical  officer,  £17  10s. . 

„ Assistant  schoolmaster  and  mistress,  nurses,  &c. 
„ Master  tailor,  master  shoemaker,  and  assistants, 
„ Relieving  officers,  .... 

„ Vice-Guardians,  .... 

„ Audit  fund  account, 

„ Porter,  a suit  of  clothes  as  salary,  . 


.£76  14  3 
. 47  10  0 
. 6 19  8 

. 43  17  0 
. 47  16  T 9 
.253  4 0 
. 3 5 0 

. 2 15  11 


£482  2 7 


Advertising,  &c. — 

Books  from  National  Board  for  schools,  . 

Bibles,  and  testaments,  and  prayer-books, 

Advertising,  printing,  and  postage ; also  books  for  work- 
house  and  relieving  officers,  .... 


9 13  4 
5 17  S 

£15  11 

62  7 


0 

5 


The  items  of  repairs  include  repairs  of  workhouse,  and  £20  for  repairs  at  Anderson’s 
house,  given  gratis  by  Mr.  D’Arcy,  and  also  repairs  to  Graham’s  and  Montgomery’s.  There 
is  also  putting  up  oven,  raising  yard  walls,  and  repairs  in  yards,  with  glazing,  smith  and 
carpenter  work,  including  several  small  items. 


April  19,  1848. 


Lowtherstown 

Union. 
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Extract  from  Minutes  of  Guardians’  proceedings : — April  19, 1848. 

The  following  report  of  the  Visiting  Committee  was  read,  viz. : 

Gentlemen,— -Our  attention  having  been  called  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  board  to  the 
state  of  the  registry  of  the  paupers  in  the  workhouse,  we  have  examined  it  and  found  it 
entirely  incorrect.  YVe  were  obliged  to  bring  all  the  paupers  of  the  house  into  the  dining- 
hall,  and  having  called  over  the  roll  found  eighty  paupers  registered,  as  being  in  the  house 
who  had  not  been  in  it  for  two  months,  and  some  for  three  or  four ; forty-two  paupers  were 
in  the  house  and  not  entered  on  the  registry,  or  charged  to  any  division ; one  family  of 
eight  we  found  to  two  electoral  divisions,  and  also  to  the  Union  at  large.  The  master 
since  his  appointment,  has  found  eighty  paupers  charged  on  the  books  who  were  not  in  it* 
and  corrected  the  registry  in  those  cases ; you  will  of  course  perceive  that  no  correct 
account  can  be  made  of  the  proportion  of  expense  chargeable  to  each  division  during  the 
period  that  the  affairs  of  the  Union  were  managed  by  Vice-Guardians. 

The  registry  is  now  correct,  with  the  exception  of  some  cases  in  which  paupers  seem  to 
us  to  be  charged  to  wrong  divisions. 

(Signed,)  Henry  D’Arcy,  Chairman. 


Extract  from  Minutes  of  Board  of  Guardians  April  26, 1848. 

Reaped— That  Montgomery’s  house  be  given  up  unless  he  lets  it  to  the 
board  at  a lower  rent  than  £15  a year. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union: — May  5,  1848. 

In  reference  to  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Loivtherstown 
Union  of  the  20th  ultimo,  that  tile  house  taken  from  Mr.  Montgomery  as  an 
additional  workhouse,  be  given  up  unless  he  lets  it  to  them  at  a lower  rent  than 
£15  per  annum,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  that  the  Guar- 
dians  will  consider  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  for  them  to  retain  tile 
additional  workhouse  to  meet  any  increased  pressure  for  relief  that  may  arise- 
and  to  enable  them,  in  revising  the  out-door  relief  lists,  to  offer  workhouse  relief 
in  any  doubtful  cases  of  application  rather  than  out-door  relief. 


Extract  from  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Guardians: — May  10,  1848. 

Resolved—  That  in  reference  to  the  Commissioners’  letter  of  Oth  May  tile 
clerk  be  directed  to  state  that  the  Guardians  do  not  intend  to  decrease  the  accom- 
modation for  affording  m-door  relief,  and  that  the  resolution  referred  to  was 
merely  made  with  the  view  of  getting  the  house  at  a less  price  than  the  extrava- 
gant sum  given  when  tile  affairs  of  the  Union  were  under  the  immediate  superin- 
tendence of  the  Commissioners,  and  that  the  effect  of  the  resolution  lias  been 
that  the  owner  offers  the  house  for  one-half  the  sum  heretofore  given. 


Extract  from  Report  of  Visitinc  Committee,  in  Guardians'  Minutes  ■ 

May  10,  1848. 

st.,l  „ JHE  m“ner  “ which  workhouse  was  originally  planned  is 

l m ? ™ust  be’ th®  oause  of  much  irregularity.  The  only  way  of  bringing 
meal, .milk,  turf  &c„  into  the  stores  and  body  of  the  house,  is  through  the  kitchen— 
a fault  winch  the  veriest  tyro  in  architecture  should  be  ashamed  of.  Through 
this  defect,  the  men  employed  as  porters,  and  the  women  as  cooks  and  maids, 

aWoudTf  s°Pr  a porter  and  cook  have  this  week 

absconded  to  Scotland,  both  leaving  families  chargeable  to  the  Union. 
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Messrs.  M‘Manus  and  Morton  to  the  Commissioners  ; — May  29,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  your  letters,  addressed  to  us  on  the  5th  instant, 
having  arranged  a meeting  for  the  purpose,  we  have  the  honour  of  forwarding 
to  you  our  explanation  of  the  several  statements  occurring  in  the  reports  of  the 
5th,  12tli,  and  19th  ultimo,  made  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Lowtherstown 
Union  by  the  Visiting  and  Finance  Committees,  with  copies  of  which  you 
favoured  us. 

For  the  convenience  of  reference,  and  with  the  desire  also  of  being  as  succinct 
as  possible,  we  annex  in  the  margin  the  successive  paragraphs  of  the  reports, 
the  repetition  of  which  may  be  thus  spared  in  the  commentary. 

We  commence  with  the  special  report  of  the  5th  ultimo 

Of  the  defective  sewerage,  you  are  already  aware  that  it  had  our  most  anxious 
attention  from  the  first.  We  had  entered  into  a contract  for  the  masonry  of  the 
new  sewers,  and  the  works  were  in  rapid  progress  on  our  vacating  office.  The 
formation  and  drainage  of  the  yards,  which  had  been  delayed  by  the  unfavourable 
weather,  were  likewise  actively  proceeding. 

The  house,  it  was  stated,  was  found  “as  clean  as  possible.”  This  would 
demand  no  observation  from  us,  but  for  the  conflicting  representation  to  be 
found  upon  the  minutes  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  board  (29th  March) ; 
and  which  was  made  the  ground  of  the  Guardians  rescinding  at  that  meeting 
the  increase  of  the  master’s  salary,  then  recently  made  by  us  in  conformity  with 
the  understanding  upon  which  he  was  engaged,  and  induced  to  relinquish  his 
previous  situation  as  assistant  master  of  Lurgan  workhouse.  We  learn  that 
his  salary  has  been  further  reduced  since  to  £35.  being  that  of  previous  masters 
in  this  Union.  We  feel  called  upon  to  notice  the  discrepancy,  with  the  view, 
should  you  deem  it  sufficiently  important,  of  the  matter  being  again  brought 
before  the  board.  Mr.  Bullick  was  engaged  by  us  at  £40  per  annum,  to  be 
increased  to  £45,  upon  his  completing  his  first  month  in  office,  should  he  give 
satisfaction. 

There  were  several  pressing  reasons  for  the  schoolmistress  Miss  Welsh, 
remaining  in  the  workhouse,  rather  than  leaving  it  with  the  detachment  of  a 
portion  of  the  female  school.  We  were  unable  to  procure  (or  to  repair  in  time 
for  the  emergency)  a building  large  enough  to  accommodate  more  than  sixty 
out  of  the  entire  complement  of  about  one  hundred  in  the  female  school ; and 
while  the  forty  children  thus  left  in  the  house  required  the  care  of  the  school- 
mistress not  less  than  those  detached  from  it,  her  assistance  in  the  house  was,  in 
other  respects,  also,  at  this  period,  absolutely  indispensable.  The  matron  was 
new  in  office ; and  in  addition  to  those  ordinary  duties,  for  the  discharge  of 
which  the  matron  has  constant  occasion  to  lean  upon  the  assistance  of  the 
schoolmistress — duties  at  this  time  become  unusually  onerous,  from  the  vast 
increase  in  the  number  of  female  inmates — there  was  besides  the  superintending 
of  the  making-up  of  an  entire  supply  of  bedding  and  clothing.  For  the  services 
thus  critically  required  Miss  Welsh  was  especially  qualified,  by  her  having  been 
schoolmistress  for  so  long  a period,  and  while  her  father  also  was  master. 
Should  the  occasion  for  these  services  have  become  less  pressing,  we  should  have 
been  at  liberty  to  place  Miss  Welsh  in  the  immediate  charge  of  the  detachment. 
Under  the  circumstances,  another  person,  Mrs.  Kane,  and  who,  we  are  happy  to 
say,  every  way  fulfilled  our  expectations,  was  appointed  to  that  charge,  with  the 
Commissioners’  approval,  on  the  terms  mentioned  in  the  report,  Miss  Welsh  still 
superintending  the  detachment.  Reports  from  both  school  detachments,  com- 
prising all  essential  particulars,  were  laid  before  us  at  each  board  meeting. 

The  various  services  which  we  have  mentioned,  requiring  Miss  Welsh’s  occa- 
sional absence  from  the  children  still  continuing  in  the  workhouse,  it  was  found 
desirable  to  place  some  respectable  female  pauper  in  charge  of  them.  This 
person,  who  had  formerly  taught  a small  school  of  her  own,  but  was  now  aged 
and  in  an  infirm  state  of  health,  which  rendered  the  house  diet  less  suitable  to 
her,  was  indulged  with  bread  at  her  breakfast,  and  latterly  with  a small  allow- 
ance of  tea,  which  Miss  W elsh  had  previously  been  at  the  expense  of,  as  almost 
indispensable  to  her. 

With  respect  to  the  boys’  school-room — the  number  remaining  in  it,  after 
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detaching  the  greater  number  to  an  out-building,  was  generally  from  ten  to 
twenty.  The  pressure  upon  the  male  side  of  the  house  was  at  all  times  less 
than  upon  the  female  side ; and  but  for  the  increased  number  in  the  entire 
establishment,  which  the  possession  of  this  out-building-  warranted  us  in  accom- 
modating, under  sanction  of  the  Commissioners,  it  might  (as  we  found,  after  the 
experience  of  some  weeks)  have  been  discontinued  without  inconvenience  in 
respect  of  room  for  the  boys.  We  were  induced  however,  when  considering  the 
propriety  of  bringing  in  the  detachment,  to  determine  against  it  for  awhile,  both 
by  the  advantage  already  mentioned ; by  the  additional  room  it  afforded  us  for 
putting  the  workhouse  test  to  able-bodied  men,  until  the  extreme  pressure  should 
be  passed ; and  by  the  statement  of  the  medical  officer,  that  the  circumstance  of 
their  being  detached  from  the  workhouse  was  operating  a marked  improvement 
in  the  health  of  boys,  whose  delicacy  whilst  in  the  house  had  made  him  despair 
of  their  retrieving  any  degree  of  strength.  Over  the  few  remaining  boys,  whom 
the  detached  building  could  not  conveniently  accommodate,  a male  pauper  was 
placed  in  charge,  with  the  extra  allowance  of  a quarter  of  a pound  of  house 
bread  daily. 

We  are  not  aware  that  any  of  the  dormitories  was  unoccupied.  There  was  an 
adaptation  of  the  arrangements  to  circumstances,  the  best  we  could  devise  con- 
sistently with  classification ; and  the  master’s  account  of  these  peculiar  ar ran  ce- 
ments, may  probably  have  been  misapprehended  by  the  committee. 

Due  steps  were  taken  to  procure  a regular  workhouse  schoolmaster ; but  the 
qualifications  of  the  candidates  who  presented  themselves  were  unsatisfactory. 
Meanwhile,  Mr.  Gallagher  whose  appointment  to  the  charge  of  the  boys’  detach- 
ment was  merely  temporary,  performed  that  duty  to  our  perfect  satisfaction  and 
lie  continues,  we  understand,  to  hold  that  charge  under  the  present  board.’  In 
this  appointment,  equally  with  that  of  the  female  over  the  detachment  from  the 
girls  school,  we  felt  ourselves  to  be  fully  borne  out  by  the  exigency  of  the 
occasion,  and  understood  it  to  be  equally  approved  of  by  the  Commissioners.  It 
is  true  that  Mr.  Gallagher’s  acquirements,  and  particularly  in  respect  of  ciphering 
were  not  such  as  would  have  satisfied  us  had  the  question  been  of  the  office  of 
workhouse  schoolmaster.  We  had,  however,  the  best  reason  to  congratulate 
ourselves  upon  Ins  selection  for  the  detachment;  which,  besides  his  uniform 
attention  to  the  health,  cleanliness,  and  conduct  of  the  boys,  and  the  steady  order 
and  discipline  which  he. maintained  among  them,  received  from  him  an  unusual 
amount  of  instruction  in  spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  the  more  elementary 
parts  of  arithmetic.  J 


I he  dismissal,  we  may  observe,  of  the  previous  schoolmaster,  in  consequence 
ot  habits  .mentioned  m the  report,  can  in  no  respect  be  regarded  as  reflecting 
upon  the  judgment  of  those  who  appointed  him.  His  qualifications  in  writing 
&.C.,  were  adequate.  He  had  been  in  the  army  ; his  testimonials  creditable;  and 
without  allusion  to. such  habits,  which  could  only  therefore  be  discovered  upon 
his  trial  m office,  his  dismissal  had  been  for  some  time  in  contemplation  with 
us,  when  the  detachment  left  the  workhouse. 

The  statement  of  boys  registered  as  under  fifteen  years  having  been  irregularly 
put  on  men  s rations  will  be  found,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  entirely  at  variance 
with  the  register.  The  age  of  a child  bordering  on  fifteen,  and  applying  for 
admission  into  a workhouse,  cannot,  it  is  well  known,  be  at  all  times  accurately 
ascertained  from  the  child’s  own  statement,  or  that  of  the  parent’s.  The  temp- 
tation to  untruth— the  larger  allowance— proves  irresistible.  It  was  our 
unavoidable  practice  to  exercise  our  own  judgment,  consulting  with  the  clerk 
and  relieving  officers,  on  all  occasions  that  it  was  evident  the  truth  was  not 
adhered  to ; and  where  absolutely  doubtful,  the  parties  had  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt.  Rut  most  assuredly  not  a single  boy,  while  we  were  in  office,  was,  or 
could  be,  admitted  into  the  men’s  class,  who  had  not  been  registered  as  above 
fifteen  years  of  age. 

The  number  381  is  a clerical  error,  for  thirty-eight  perhaps,  which  was,  we 
believe,  the  number  of  adult  lads  who  occupied  the  middle  ward  as  their  day- 
room  on  our  vacating  office.  J 

As  regards  the  additional  rations  to  twenty-five  of  the  female  children,  we  used 
our  reasonable  dtsoretoon,  with  the  assistance  of  the  medical  officer  in  the  majority 
oi  the  cases,  and  extending  tile  privilege  to  children  of  like  stature.  The  necessity 
ol  such  a distinction  between  the  allowances  of  food  to  children  scarcely  above  five 
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years,  and  others  closely  bordering  on  fifteen,  cannot  we  conceive  be  questioned.  It 
was  at  one  period  brought  most  strikingly  under  our  notice  in  the  boys’  school,  in 
the  case  of  six  boys  who  from  their  robust  appearance  when  admitted* had  become 
painfully  emaciated,  and  were  upon  that  occasion  placed  on  larger  allowance  by 
desire  of  the  medical  officer. 

We  lament  that  there  should  have  been  occasion  for  the  irregularities  men- 
tioned, in  connexion  with  Mr.  Somerville’s  complaints.  With  a pressure  upon 
the  Union  for  relief,  admittedly  without  precedent,  in  the  rigours  of  an  unusually 
severe  winter,  irregularities  of  this  description  were  inseparable  from  the  course 
(a  personal  scrutiny  for  some  weeks  of  almost  every  claim)  which,  in  a Union  of 
limited  extent,  we  conceived  it  our  duty  to  adopt.  And  they  were  unquestion- 
ably of  light  account  in  comparison  of  such  as  were  to  have  been  apprehended,  had 
we,  as  the  only  other  alternative,  acted  upon  the  representations  of  our  relieving 
officers,  strangers  to  us  at  the  outset,  and  who  had  moreover  all  their  duty  yet 
to  learn. 

From  the  moment  that  we  became  satisfied  of  the  safety  of  changing  this 
course,  which  was  about  two  months  before  wre  vacated  office,  (and  it  was  the 
only  expedient  by  which  the  irregularities  in  question  could  be  prevented,)  they 
at  once  and  altogether  ceased.  It  was  no  longer  a requisite  practice  to  distribute 
bread  to  the  famished  family  before  us,  a sustenance  without  which  many  had 
not  the  strength  to  reply  even  to  the  questions  we  were  bouud  to  put,  or  to  give 
suppers  in  the  dining  hall  to  others  to  a very  late  hour  of  night.  The  complaint, 
that  no  separate  account  could  be  kept  of  the  amount  thus  expended,  showing 
the  proportion  chargeable  to  each  division,  may  not  perhaps  be  deemed  of  very 
serious  import.  Looking  upon  the  task  of  the  master  as  sufficiently  onerous 
without  it,  and  being  for  that  reason,  and  from  the  circumstance  of  his  being  new 
in  office,  from  week  to  week  without  the  master’s  books  duly  made  up,  as  stated 
in  our  reports  to  you  at  the  time,  we  did  not  feel  ourselves  called  upon  to  require 
it  of  him.  It  was  obvious  that  a subsequent  reference  to  the  relief  list  would 
furnish  all  the  accuracy  desirable  in  this  respect ; and  agreeably  to  these  when 
ultimately  reduced  from  the  registers,  with  the  assistance  of  the  clerk,  the  expense 
lias  accordingly  been  apportioned. 

We  were  far  from  encouraging  passes.  No  such  system  existed  so  far  as  we 
were  aware.  A restriction  was  placed  upon  the  master’s  discretion  in  this  par- 
ticular, and  ho  was  forbidden  to  give  a pass  without  the  concurrence  of  one  or 
other  of  the  Vice-Guardians.  Neither  was  any  pauper  ever  permitted  to  take 
with  him  or  her  the  house  clothes ; two  cases  only  of  paupers  so  leaving  the  house, 
and  these  without  passes,  came  under  our  notice.  For  ourselves,  when  applied  to — 
the  motive  for  the  indulgence  being  first  carefully  ascertained,  which,  by  the  way, 
was  generally  found  to  be  either  to  look  out  among  the  friends  or  former 
employers  for  work,  or  to  fetch  a child  or  parent  to  the  workhouse,  previously  too 
unwell  to  be  removed,  or  to  look  after  some  little  remnant  of  furniture  that 
would  otherwise  have  been  lost  or  stolen — we  invariably  referred  to  the  master 
for  the  character  of  the  applicant,  The  master  also  was  the  officer  from  whom 
the  pass  proceeded,  with  rare  exceptions  only,  when  a pauper  of  good  character 
was  employed  as  messenger.  The  supposed  practice,  besides  the  irregularity  and 
absconding,  would,  in  fact,  have  been  in  direct  contravention  of  the  spirit  and 
object  of  workhouse  discipline.  We  had  no  reason,  and  wre  were  daily  on  the 
spot,  to  suppose  any  loss  or  irregularity  incurred  from  this  source,  excepting  only 
in  the  two  cases  we  have  mentioned. 

No  visiting  -was  allowed  beyond  the  customary  visiting  upon  a Tuesday,  and 
this  only  in  the  entrance  hall,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  porter. 

We  apprehend  that  stirabout  was  sold  in  one  instance  only,  being  then,  as 
stated,  for  halfpence  and  herrings,  and  we  may  add  by  two  female  paupers,  upon 
the  one  occasion,  who  had  the  distribution  of  the  meals  in  the  probationary 
wards.  The  delinquents  were  sent  before  a magistrate,  and  were  sentenced,  as 
we  learn,  to  the  extreme  penalty  of  one  month’s  imprisonment ; we  should  men- 
tion that  other  articles  of  property  were  abstracted  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
and  the  parties  brought  to  justice.  We  need  hardly  observe  that  the  utmost 
precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  such  practices. 

With  respect  to  the  admission  of  married  women  and  their  families,  without 
the  husband,  or  of  the  child  without  the  responsible  parent,  the  prosecution  of 
the  husband  or  parent  at  the  next  ensuing  petty  sessions  was  always  required  by 
us  in  such  cases  as  an  indispensable  condition.  The  husband  being  in  the  neigh- 


Lowtlierstown. 

Union. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Lowtherstown 

Union. 


170  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

bourhood,  employed  or  otherwise,  we  as  invariably  held  to  be  a sufficient  ground 
for  refusing  the  desired  admission  ; and  in  cases  of  this  kind,  where  the  husband 
has  subsequently  come  forward,  if  found  at  hire  for  his  meal  only  and  a small 
half-yearly  sum,  we  have  admitted  the  family.  The  prosecutions  in  all  other  cases 
constituting  an  important  check  on  the  dispensing  of  relief  to  such,  and  also  on 
the  general  disposition  to  give  inadequate  wages,  were  strictly  enforced.  Latterly 
the  clerk  took  occasion  to  represent  to  us  the  expense  of  these  proceedino-s  and 
at  the  same  time  in  every  instance  their  utter  nullity,  from  the  warrants  having 
been  left  unexecuted.  He  had  our  continued  orders  notwithstanding,  to  see  that 
the  law,  so  far  as  it  lay  with  ourselves  to  carry  it  out,  was  duly  put  in  force. 
The  particular  cases  referred  to  were  never  brought  before  us,  with  the  circum- 
stances mentioned  in  the  report.  We  should  otherwise  have  communicated  with 
the  authorities  of  the  Enniskillen  Union,  in  the  one  case,  and  taken  due  steps  in 
the  other,  that  the  husband  might  have  been  proceeded  against. 

Of  out-door  relief  in  the  first  place,  with  respect  to  women  whose  husbands 
•were  working  in  the  country,  not  a single  family  of  this  description  was  to  our 
knowledge  admitted  to  such  relief,  nor,  as  from 'our  experience  of  their  integrity 
and  good  faith  we  have  reason  to  believe,  to  the  knowledge  of  our  relieving 
officers,  against  whose  representations  no  such  relief  was  in  any  instance  directed 
by  us.  Latterly,  one  disputed  and  very  doubtful  case  of  the  kind,  which  may 
perhaps  have  given  occasion  to  the  statement  in  the  report,  was  represented  to 
us  by  certain  ratepayers,  relatives  of  the  husband,  in  the  -Moorfield  district.  The 
representation  made  to  us  by  those  parties  was  so  distinctly  characterized  by 
enmity  towards  the  wife  and  children,  and  the  man’s  being  in  the  country,  or 
having  been  heard  of  for  an  entire  twelvemonth,  was  so  stoutly  denied  by 
others  not  less  respectable,  that  we  were  unable  to  come  to  an  opinion  upon  the 
truth  of  the  matter.  Tim  relief  however  was  suspended,  and  the  woman,  whose 
childien  were  not  at  the  time  in  a state  to  be  removed,  while  there  was  no  ques- 
tion as  to  her  destitution,  was  assisted  by  a small  contribution  from  ourselves 
during  further  inquiries  by  the  relieving  officer,  and  though  we  failed  to  elicit 
any  additional  information,  we  preferred  subsequently  the  course  of  admitting  her 
into  the  workhouse. 

With  respect  to  women  with  illegitimate  children,  there  were  doubtless 
some  such  (and  we  regret  to  state,  from  the  number  of  such  unfortunate  females 
m the  Union,  so  many  as  from  twenty  to  thirty  of  this  description,)  receiving  out- 
door relief  upon  the  ground  of  sickness  or  infirmity.  And  however  preferable, 
indeed  imperative  on  us,  we  might  otherwise  have  considered  it  to  relieve  such 
cases  m the  workhouse,  that  alternative  was  no  longer  open  to  us,  when  the  house 
was  full,  or  so  nearly  so  (the  case  always  with  us  from  the  commencement  of 
out-cloor  relief),  as  to  leave  barely  a vacancy  for  test  of  the  able-bodied. 

Of  the  woman  stated  to  have  been  turned  out  of  the  infirmary  without  the 
medical  officer’s  consent,  we  have  only  to  observe  that,  in  the  performance  of  that 
part  of  our  duty  which  demanded  the  discharge  of  parties  eligible  to  out-door 
relief,  with  the  view  of  making  room  for  the  fresh  application  of  the  test,  such  a 
case  may  have  more  than  once  occurred ; at  the  same  time  it  was  our  practice 
with  very  rare  exceptions  (and  had  they  been  more  frequent,  lives,  we  are  of 
opinion,  might  have  been  preserved  by  an  earlier  departure  from  this  course, 
which  appeared  however  the  more  expedient  as  a general  rule),  to  desire  the 
as.^ftf?ce  t“e  me(Eeal  officer  upon  these  occasions,  and  to  go  round  the  house 
with  him  for  the  purpose.  Nor  did  that  gentlemau  ever  intimate  to  us  his  being 
adverse  to  any  particular  discharge.  The  like  remark  applies  to  the  case  next 
mentioned  m the  report ; the  sickliness  of  the  mother,  and  unsuitableness  of  the 
workhouse  at  the  time  for  her  recovery,  warranting  in  our  estimation  her  being 
placed  on  out-door  relief  for  a time.  But  the  circumstances  of  the  other  case, 
which  are.  imperfectly  and  incorrectly  stated  in  the  report,  require  that  we  should 
revert  to  it  somewhat  more  in  detail.  Andrew  Gilligan,  with  his  wife  Rose,  and 
three  children,  one  of  whom  was  at  the  breast,  had  been  previously  an  inmate  of  the 
workhouse,  and  was  discharged  by  us  at  an  early  period  upon  the  out-door  relief 
ns  m m,  horn  a fracture  of  ribs  and  an  asthmatic  affection.  It  was  afterwards 
represented  to  us  that  the  man  had  been  a rag-gatherer,  and  though  unable  to 
work  in  any  other  way,  could  still  earn  something  in  that  capacity.  The  relieving 
plhcer  having  been  directed  to  make  inquiry,  did  not  consider  that  he  could 
thereby  support  his  family,  but  his  allowance  was  reduced  in  consequence ; and 
tne  urgent  protest  of  a gentleman,  whose  extensive  interest  in  the  electoral  division 
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entitled  his  opinion  to  a corresponding  degree  of  deference  (Mr.  Henry  D’Arcy),  Lowtherstown. 

led  subsequently,  but'  not  without  some  hesitation  upon  our  part,  to  his  being  Union. 

struck  off.  The  wife  within  a short  time  made  her  appearance  at  the  workhouse 

in  a very  deplorable  condition.  She  had  her  children  with  her,  and  stated  that  her 

husband  had  left  her  some  days  before.  Upon  the  usual  condition  of  her  declaring 

herself  willing  to  prosecute  him,  she  was  admitted ; and  almost  immediately  both 

the  woman  and  the  child  at  her  breast  had  to  be  removed  to  the  fever  hospital. 

It  was  reported  to  us  that  the  husband  was  seen  at  this  time  about  the  work- 
house, and  was  staying  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  ; it  was  also  represented 
to  us  (we  believe  by  Mr.  H.  D’Arcy)  that  he  had  even  visited  her ; but  the  porter 
upon  our  questioning  him,  denied  this,  stating  that  it  was  his  belief  only  that  he 
had  seen  the  man  hanging  about  the  workhouse.  Eventually,  however,  Andrew 
Gilligan  presented  himself  to  be  admitted ; and  the  wife  having  become  conva-  s 

lescent  with  the  infant,  the  family  was  once  more,  upon  that  occasion,  placed  upon 
out-door  relief  with  a diminished  allowance. 

Of  the  case  of  the  labourer  at  wages  we  can  only  say,  that  the  relieving  officer 
must  have  grossly  neglected  his  duty  in  not  reporting  him.  It  would  appear  by 
the  passage  which  immediately  follows,  that  this  man  had  been  discharged  upon 
out-door  relief.  Several  there  were  whom  we  so  discharged,  being  at  the  time 
of  their  discharge  under  severe  sickness ; and  such  sickness  of  a party  within  the 
house,  having  as  we  have  already  intimated,  in  more  than  one  instance  had  a 
fatal  termination,  when  there  would  have  been  a prospect  of  recovery  had  the 
party  been  in  due  time  placed  upon  out-door  relief.  We  must  here  observe,  that 
an  addition  to  the  ordinary  application  and  report  book  it  had  been  our  care  to 
furnish  each  relieving  officer  with  a special  weekly  report  book  for  all  cases  of 
out-door  relief  within  his  district ; and  he  was  instructed  to  note  therein  all 
particulars  coming  to  his  knowledge,  or  ascertained  in  the  course  of  his  duty, 
respecting  the  recipients.  The  examination  of  these  books,  with  a view  to  the 
revision  or  discontinuance  of  the  allowances,  formed  a part  of  our  proceedings  at 
every  board  meeting.  The  answer  therefore  of  the  relieving  officers,  as  repre- 
sented in  the  report,  where  a party  discharged  upon  out-door  relief  had  so  far 
recovered  as  to  be  employed  at  wages,  namely,  that  they  were  not  accountable 
for  such  cases,  was  manifestly  in  the  highest  degree  discreditable,  and  could  be 
regarded  as  reflecting  upon  themselves  only. 

Of  the  four  relief  districts  (three  until  very  recently,  when  it  was  found  advis- 
able to  divide  the  Lowtherstown  district),  three  were  managed  to  our  perfect 
satisfaction,  and  we  believe  we  may  add,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  ratepayers  in 
general. 

A list  of  all  cases  receiving  out-door  relief  was  uniformly  posted  in  each  division 
from  week  to  week ; and  it  was  the  practice  of  the  ratepayers  to  hold  meetings  at 
which  such  list  was  discussed,  the  relieving  officer  being  in  attendance,  and  availing 
himself  of  the  observations  made  upon  particular  cases.  Of  the  general  satisfac- 
tion thus  given,  and  the  estimation  in  which  the  officers  of  these  three  districts 
appeared  to  be  universally  held,  we  had  frequent  testimony.  . 

To  Mr.  Carson’s  efficiency  we  are  happy  to  have  the  testimony  of  the  present 
board.  Of  Mr.  Campbell,  whose  task  was  a more  arduous  one,  we  are  only  stat- 
ing what  we  believe  all  will  admit,  when  we  say,  that  his  character  for  humanity 
and  efficiency  stands  so  deservedly  high  in  the  Union,  that  his  name  was  never 
mentioned  in  it  otherwise  than  with  deference  and  respect.  Mr.  Aiken,  who 
■was  placed  by  us  in  charge  of  the  part  taken  from  Lowtherstown  district,  was 
for  only  a short  time  in  connexion  with  us.  We  found  him  watchful  and  diligent, 
and  most  attentive  to  the  representations  of  the  ratepayers  as  well  as  to  our 
instructions  and  orders.  Lowtherstown  district  was  we  regret  to  say,  an  excep- 
tion, for  which,  until  recently  divided -at  our  suggestion,  the  greater  mass  of 
destitution  and  consequent  demand  upon  the  energies  of  the  officer,  afforded 
large  excuse. 

W ithout  needlessly  enlarging  upon  other  grounds  which  arose  for  our  animad- 
version (originating  doubtless  in  the  same  cause,  the  oppressiveness  of  the  duty, 
but  of  which  we  were  eventually  constrained  to  take  severe  notice),  it  is  suffi- 
cient for  our  present  purpose  to  mention,  that  for  the  better  management  of  this 
district  in  particular,  we  found  it  advisable  to  require  in  support  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  relieving  officer,  the  certificate  of  three  respectable  ratepayers 
as  to  destitution  and  other  essential  particulars  in  each  case. 

Having  offered  these  remarks  upon  the  three  instances  adduced,  and  as  to  our 
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general  management  of  this  important  division  of  relief,  we  might  perhaps  be 
permitted  to  dismiss  the  comprehensive  allegation  of  “ disregard  to  Act  of  Par- 
liament,’’ by  merely  adding,  that  we  are  not  only  without  the  consciousness  of 
having  in  any  instance  departed  from  the  act,  but  that  the  duty  of  carrying  it  out 
to  the  letter,  and  in  strict  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Commissioners,  was 
never  absent  from  our  minds.  But  from  the  necessity,  if  there  should  still 
appear  any,  of  our  further  enlarging  upon  this  head,  we  are  happily  relieved  by 
the  minute  inquiry  into  charges  which  had  been  preferred  against  us,  in  con- 
nexion amongst  other  matters  with  the  out-door  relief,  held  pursuant  to  your 
directions  by  your  Commissioner  Mr.  Otway,  for  the  purpose.  It  will  be  found 
as  we  have  reason  to  believe,  by  his  report  to  you  upon  that  occasion,  that  the 
charges  in  question  were  entirely  unsustained,  or  rather,  we  may  be  permitted  to 
state,  the  contrary  of  each  was  most  elaborately  and  satisfactorily  shown.  To 
the  same  inquiry  we  may  confidently  appeal,  also,  as  respects  the  imputation  of 
extravagance  which  appears  at  a later  stage  in  these  reports. 

To  the  few  objections  yet  remaining  for  us  to  notice,  the  answers  are  obvious. 
The  workhouse  test,  it  will  be  admitted,  was  applied  to  the  extent  of  the  numbers 
authorized  (viz.,  740  in  the  house  and  three  out-buildings),  when,  though  stated 
in  the  report  not  to  have  been  found  full  (and  on  the  male  side  this  impression 
might  readily  suggest  itself),  it  appears  by  a paragraph  which  is  added  to  the 
report,  that  “when  the  Vice-Guardians  left  there  were  in  the  house  740.”  The 
detached  building,  said  in  our  report  to  be  capable  of  containing  120  (not  130), 
and  found  by  the  committee  with  only  thirty-six  inmates  in  it,  was,  as  we  stated 
also  to  you  in  the  same  report,  originally  contemplated  by  us  as  an  accommoda- 
tion for  the  school-children ; and,  if  Ave  remember  rightly,  it  was  the  opinion 
given  us  by  Mr.  Henry  D’Arcy,  as  it  was  certainly  our  OAvn  at  the  time,  that  it 
Avould  accommodate  that  number  of  children  with  three  floors;  and  equally  divided, 
upou  each  floor  by  the  passages  and  staircase,  it  presents  greatly  more  than  twice 
the  accommodation  furnished  by  the  building,  Avhere,  without  prejudice  to  their 
health,  the  number  of  sixty  of  the  female  children  Avas  constantly  maintained,  and 
with  a greatly  superior  ventilation.  Our  judgment  may  notwithstanding  have 
been  m some  degree  influenced  by  the  urgency  of  the  pressure  and  the  difficulty 
Ave  experienced  in  procuring  out-accommodation.  Mr.  Barron  avIio  afterwards 
visited  it  when  containing  sixty  female  adults,  Avas  of  opinion  that  that  number 
AA'as  sufficient;  and  Mr.  Otway,  at  a later  period,  expressed  himself  to  the  same 
effect.  We  therefore  restricted  it  to  sixty,  giving  increased  accommodation  to 
that  extent  to  the  females  in  the  workhouse  itself.  That  it  should  have  been 
short  of  this  complement  by  twenty-four  Avlicn  visited  by  the  committee  was  an 
accident  of  the  moment,  from  discharges,  removals  to  hospital  and  infirmary 
(which  were  singularly  frequent  from  this  building),  and  the  master’s  failing  to 
send  doAvn  as  usual  the  permitted  number  in  their  place.  We  must  not  take 
leave  of  this  building  with  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  it  in  other  respects. 
Creditable  to  the  managers  and  cheering  to  visitors  as  was  at  all  times  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  three  detachments,  none  of  them  was  more  conspicuously  so  than 
this,  unaer  the  direction  of  Mrs.  John  Irvine.  It  presented,  uniformly,  an  aspect 
oi  quiet,  orderly,  and  effective  industry ; and  disease  no  sooner  made  its  appear- 
ance than  it  was  removed  to  the  appropriate  quarter  in  the  main  building  of  the 
workhouse. 

We  might  allow  ourselves,  perhaps,  after  all  that  has  been  explained,  to  pass 
over  the  remark  of  the  Union  having  been  found  much  demoralized.  It  is 
deeply  painful  to  have  to  attest  on  behalf  of  the  unhappy  destitute  in  this  Union, 
that  so  far  as  the  opportunity  of  observation  was  afforded  us,  the  poorer  classes 
did  seek  and  Avere  anxious  for  employment  (and  some,  at  a trifling  sacrifice  to 
ourselves,  we  sent  abroad  from  the  Avorkhouse  to  seek  it),  but,  with  the  rarest 
exceptions,  they  found  it  not,  nor  Avas  it  found  for  them.  We  are  reluctantly 
compelled  to  bear  them  this  testimony,  by  the  point  which  we  lament  to  observe 
is  attempted  to  be  made  against  them  to  the  opposite  effect.  We  have,  at  the 
same  time,  no  interest  of  our  own  in  rendering  it ; for  the  out-door  relief,  so  far 
as  it  was  authorized  to  be  administered  in  this  Union  to  the  infirm,  through  age 
those  under  severe  sickness,  to  the  widoAv  with  one  or  more 
children,  to  the  orphan  (a  class  too  numerous  in  this  Union,  nor  owing  to  the  public 
works  merely,,  but  more  largely,  as  Ave  have  reason  to  know,  from  the  devasta- 
tions of  fever  in  the  workhouse,  to  enter  which  was  regarded  as  certain  sacrifice 
oi  some  of  the  members  of  each  family,  and  how  many  we  have  witnessed  during 
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our  administration  so  reduced,  we  would  too  willingly  forget),  nor  to  such, 
unless  clearly  destitute,  has  no  demoralizing  tendency.  Considering  the  number 
of  orphans,  and  the  nature  of  the  calamity  by  which  they  have  become  for  a 
certain  period  a burden  upon  the  Union,  it  is  not  without  deep  regret,  we  may 
here  observe,  that  we  have  found  the  industrial  training  which  we  introduced 
chiefly  with  a view  to  their  benefit  (we  would  hope  for  the  present  only), 
discontinued. 

With  respect  to  the  seeking  and  providing  of  labour,  where  the  necessity  is 
imposed  and  the  duty  enjoined  to  seek  upon  the  one  hand,  it  might  be  expected 
that  the  duty  thence  arising  to  assist  the  seeker,  would  at  the  least  be  admitted  and 
attempted  upon  the  other.  But,  in  the  more  than  absence  of  such  assistance,  where 
the  labourer  is  positively  discountenanced,  and  the  very  shelter  he  was  heretofore 
possessed  of  refused  him,  compelling  in  such  instances,  upon  this  very  account 
alone,  himself  and  his  family  to  become  a useless  burden  upon  the  Union — when 
the  first  law  of  nature,  that  man  should  eat  his  bread  in  the  sweat  of  his  brow 
is  denied  to  him,  it  can  be  no  reproach  to  him  at  least,  that  he  is  reduced  to 
live  by  what  after  all,  is  the  common  title  by  which  every  man  exists  in  society — 
by  Act  of  Parliament. 

But  why  should  he  have  to  seek  employment  in  a field,  on  all  sides  abundant 
of  promise  ? This  is  a question  Avhich  will  be  found  of  serious  import  to  the 
financial  resources  of  the  Union,  and  to  the  demand  which  it  is  to  be  apprehended 
must  with  a continuance  of  the  present  system  in  this  respect  continue  to  be 
made  upon  them.  The  answer  to  it  points  at  once  to  the  obvious  and  only 
remedy  for  this  anomalous  and  denaturalized  condition  of  things — an  interest  to 
the  farmer  in  the  land  he  cultivates.  It  is  not  we  should  hope  too  sanguine 
a prediction,  that  if  reasonable  scope  were  afforded  to  the  now  pining  and 
straitened  energies  of  the  farmer — if  he  had  an  assured  interest  in  the  fruit  of  his 
exertions,  the  scene  would  at  once  change  from  the  listlessncss  and  despondency 
now  witnessed  upon  all  sides,  to  one  of  animation  aud  prosperity ; and  this 
hitherto  half-cultivated  soil,  now  encumbered  with  its  perishing  and  doubtless  it 
may  be  added  from  this  source,  demoralizing  labourers,  would  present  throughout 
its  extent  an  aspect  of  contented  industry  aud  independence. 

With  reference  to  the  Financial  Report  of  the  12th  April,  contenting  ourselves 
as  respects  the  expenditure  for  provisions  and  necessaries,  with  referring  to  the 
result  of  Mr.  Otway’s  inquiry  under  this  head,  and  with  the  observation,  that 
the  average  cost  of  an  in-door  pauper  under  ourselves  was  for  the  most  part 
Is.  3 d.  weekly  or  lower,  while  that  of  an  out-door  recipient  of  relief  was 
according  to  the  age,  very  nearly  8 d.,  6d.,  and  Ad. ; we  have  to  reply  only  to  the 
observation  upon  the  items  of  the  establishment  account,  several  of  which  it  is 
stated,  were  found  by  the  committee  to  be  “ ridiculously  extravagant.” 

The  deep  responsibility  with  which  we  have  been  invariably  impressed  when 
sanctioning  any  outlay  of  this  kind,  warrants  the  confidence  with  which  we 
now  vindicate  ourselves,  aud  assert  that  not  a single  item  of  that  account  will 
be  found  open  to  the  imputation.  We  annex  a summary  of  it  under  general 
heads,  with  which  we  have  been  furnished  by  the  clerk.  The  particulars  are 
in  every  instance  recorded  upon  the  minutes.  In  consequence  of  the  extremely 
deficient  supply  of  clothing  aud  bedding  found  in  the  house,  an  entire  new 
supply  of  both  had  to  be  procured  by  us,  and  with  the  supposition  of  740 
inmates  requiring  it.  Due  steps  were  taken  for  proposals,  and  the  price  of 
every  article  was  of  the  lowest. 

To  the  consumption  of  turf,  necessarily  large  from  the  protracted  severity  of 
the  winter,  as  well  as  from  the  addition  of  three  detached  establishments  and 
a fever  hospital,  the  attention  of  each  successive  master  was  repeatedly  desired, 
that  the  allowance  for  which  there  appeared  so  ample  an  excuse,  might  be 
the  more  carefully  moderated ; nor  are  we  satisfied  that  it  has  been  excessive. 

The  expenditure  of  the  last  six  months  can  require  at  our  hands  no  further 
explanation  than  we  have  thus  given  it.  There  was  cause  for  it  in  the 
necessities  of  the  Union,  and  in  its  destitution  actually  developed  during  that 
period.  . . 

With  regard  to  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  recipients  under  the  present 
board,  we  °feel  called  upon  to  state  that  it  was  our  belief  when  we  left  office 
(and  with  the  single  exception  of  one  gentleman,  Mr.  Henry  D’Arcy,  Vice- 
Chairman  of  the  present  board,  and  whose  name  we  observe  is  attest  :d  to  these 
reports  as  chairman  of  committee,  we  heard  the  same  from  all  who  spoke 
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with  us  on  the  subject),  that  the  proportion  of  cases  which  might  be  found  upon 
the  minutest  inquiry  to  admit  of  being  struck  off  without  hazard  to  life  (we 
were  aware  of  none),  would  prove  to  be  very  inconsiderable.  In  cases  of  severe 
sickness,  the  out-door  relict  would  of  course  be  discontinued  upon  recovery 
We  observe  by  the  report  that  numbers  had  been  diminished  even  at  its  date 
beyond  our  anticipation,  and  they  have  been  still  further  diminished  in  the  in- 
terval which  lias  since  elapsed.  There  is,  we  conceive,  no  part  of  the  duty  of  a 
Board  of  Guardians  which  demands  a more  unfettered  discretion  than  this  A 
proportionate  forbearance  will  require  to  be  observed  by  us  in  our  notice  of  the 
reductions  which  have  been  made. 

We  shall  only  mention  a circumstance  which  will  assuredly  render  this  pro- 
priety, as  respects  some,  at  least  of  the  parties,  and  we  have  reason  to  fear 
not  a few  of  them,  questionable  in  the  estimation  of  the  present  board  itself. 
Of  those  who  have  been  struck  off,  several  as  we  have  ourselves  seen  them 
not  once  or  in  a solitary  instance,  but  iu  several  instances,  and  repeatedly,  are 
t0  be  fc)uncl  gleaning  nettles  by  the  way-side  for  the  sustenance  of  themselves 
and  children.  And  at  the.  present  season,  when  untasked  nature  may  be  con- 
sidered to  require  less  for  its  support,  nothing  can  be  more  cadaverous  than  the 
appearance  of  those  forlorn  creatures.  Unquestionably,  as  we  find  it  stated  in 
the  report  of  the  19th  ult.,  they  were  supplied  with  provisional  tickets  for  the 
workhouse,  and  had  therefore  the  option  of  being  admitted  to  in-door  relief 
which  they  must  as  it  appears  have  refused  at  their  own  peril,  preferring  such  a 
support  as  we  have  mentioned.  But  the  diminution  also  of  the  numbers  receiv- 
ing in-door  relief  through  their  own  free  demand  to  be  discharged,  has  a bearin'* 
upon  this  point,  many  ot  the  latter  having  been  for  a considerable  time  inmates 
and  were  without  resource  of  either  dwelling  or  friend. 

. Thef.e  circumstances  appear  to  give  countenance  to  a prevailing  report,  that 
since  the  absence  of  our  own  daily  inspection  over  them,  the  power  of  the 
workhouse  superiors  is  somewhat  arbitrarily  exercised,  and  there  is  room  to 
apprehend  from  them  that  the  report  has  a certain  degree  of  foundation  We 
shall  be  pardoned  for  adverting  to  such  a possibility,  as  accounting  (and  sve 
know  of  no  other  reason  that  could  be  given,)  for  a state  of  inoperativeness  iu 
the  test,  so  far  as  these  cases  are  concerned,  which  every  one  must  lament. 

the  ratepayer,  while  complaining  of  the  pressure  of  tile  demand  upon  him, 
an  assured  relief  from  which  would  be  welcomed  by  him  as  a rescue  from 
impending  rum,  is  heard  to  murmur  at  the  number  of  wretched  outcasts  still 
unrelieved.  Every  ratepayer  can  name  a number  of  these  familiar  to  him, 
whose  claims  upon  him  he  at  the  same  time  freely  admits,  and  to  whose  effectual 
haTcontidblitedrIShlllS  ’*  "’°uld  be  Some  comPensatio11  to  him  to  know  that  he 

thauw,vefecifi  P™PecVf  *lle  Ulli™  we  regret  to  be  compelled  to  admit, 
that  the)  aie  fai  fi  om  being  of  a character  that  can  be  satisfactory  to  the  ratepayer 
These  prospects  for  the  coming  half-year  were  fully  represented  to  you  in  our 
report  upon  the  subject  dated  25th  March  last.  y 

in  IS  d -<0  ^ A briefJurv%  °{ upon  the  present  occasion, 

Iv^  l i e *1  *he  .lmPutatl°“  of  our  having  involved  the  Union  in  an 

thrreA,c!'?o  U'?  ltS ™n>”froin  whicl1  !t  is  stated  that  through 
the  reductions  just  referred  to,  there  is.  a hope  of  its  being  saved  under  the 

tfdif  ■ ™„r vSt 1 VT  bl°aif ' We  h'T  all'ead-y  adverted  ‘o  the  heavy  pressure 
of  the  poor  rates,  to  its  chief  cause,  and  to  what  in  our  opinion  wouM  be  the 

Zf  Wf.  !>ave  been  at  all  times  most  Lnsible of fld.  pres! 

co ,ld w f H r?’in'  T b standm& tte  prospect  for  the  coming  half-year,  we 
Se  ads  fnllf  enthl  H tbT  the  ?>“tment  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor,  they 
to  Ms  falii  ° , b?  rieh1ered  u"der  lts  Provisions  as  the  labourer  is  entitled 

of  relief  Z lift’,  ralth'  UPon  tMs  the  onlT  legitimate  principle 

tion  offaW  S mo  lar!-°f  he  fCtUal  destltution  before  us,  out  of  apopula- 
the 1!™  3 • ■ \ to  the  Census  of  1841,  we  were  of  opinion  that 
minht  hTif  maintenance  for  the  four  weeks  ending  the  5th  February  last, 
lght  be  reasonably  assumed  as  the  average  for  the  coming  half-year.  This  it 

toSr  under  ?h  Tu  be“:  had  fZ0”  reIief  been  adm™stered  to  the  able- 
Ert  Zm  tbX  -0?d  A°n  of  ?be  Extensio“  Act.  ■ We  see  no  reason  to 

ftepart  hom  this  opimon.  Our  estimate  for  the  half-year  includine  estab- 

lishment  charges,  together  with  the  cost  of  the  new  sewerage  and  supply  of  water 
was  thus  brought  to  £3,027  12,.  lOrf.  The  building  instalmentsSng  Zeln  ’ 
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April,  £1,066 — the  advances  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  £3,138  4s.  3d. — 
and  our  liabilities  for  ordinary  expenses,  up  to  the  25th  March,  £750  10s.  3d., 
made  with  the  above  a total  amount  of,  £7,982  7s.  10c?.  On  the  other  side,  there 
was  an  amount  of  £2,122  7s.  3d. ; consisting  of  £622  7s.  3d.  in  the  treasurer’s 
hands,  and  £1,500  of  uncollected  rate,  after  allowing  for  the  irrecoverable  part; 
leaving  consequently  a balance  of  £5,860  to  be  raised  by  the  striking  of  a new 
rate.  Of  the  immediate  necessity  of  this,  which  we  represented  to  you  accordingly, 
we  recorded  also  our  strong  opinion  upon  the  minutes  of  our  last  meeting  on 
the  eve  of  our  vacating  office. 

W e beg  to  state  that  we  continue  to  be  of  the  same  opinion ; nor  do  we  see 
how  the  immediate  striking  of  such  new  rate,  and  putting  it  in  course  of  collec- 
tion, is  to  be  dispensed  with.  Under  the  actual  vigilant  administration  of  the 
poor  law  over  Ireland,  it  is  to  be  hoped  for  the  sake  of  the  poor  in  these  parts, 
that  what  was  enacted  for  their  relief  will  never  again  prove  what  all  acquainted 
with  its  sad  history  since  formed  must  with  grief  acknowledge  that  it  has  here- 
tofore proved  in  this  Union.  Yet  to  numbers  of  them  it  must  inevitably  be 
found  such  if  adequate  means  become  wanting.  By  the  effect  which  this  law  has 
operated  upon  the  formerly  indulgent  spirit  of  this  country  towards  the  destitute 
poor,  not  to  speak  of  the  Vagrant  Act  and  its  provisions,  they  are  absolutely  shut 
out  from  any  other  resource. 

With  respect  to  the  errors  in  the  registry,  exclusively  forming  the  subject  of 
the  report  of  the  19th  April,  the  master  we  must  observe  had  no  excuse  for  any 
such.  It  was  a part  of  our  weekly  duty  to  authenticate  the  register,  by  com- 
paring it  with  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers.  Mr.  Bullick’s  attention  upon 
his  taking  office,  was  specially  called  to  the  entries  to  be  made  in  it,  and  he  was 
enjoined  to  observe  the  strictest  regularity  in  this  respect.  As  a preliminary  step, 
he  was  required  to  prepare  a roll  of  the  in-door  paupers;  the  practice  of  keeping 
a similar  roll  to  be  altered  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  should  require,  being 
at  the  same  time  strictly  enjoined.  This  roll  was,  after  considerable  delay,  pre- 
sented to  us  ; but  the  register  and  relief  lists,  which  should  have  been  duly  made 
up  and  laid  before  us  at  our  weekly  meetings,  were  found  to  be  continually  in 
arrear,  notwithstanding  our  repeated  remonstrances.  They  were  eventually 
produced  in  a form  purporting  to  be  complete  up  to  the  date  in  the  course  of 
our  final  meeting.  The  examination  of  the  register,  with  the  preparation  of 
indexes  to  the  books  of  the  relieving  officers  and  to  the  register  itself,  which  had 
at  that  time  become  necessary  to  enable  us  to  authenticate  the  latter,  occupied 
at  that  meeting,  when  there  was  a pressure  upon  us  of  matters  so  much  more 
important,  a share  of  our  attention,  which  sufficiently  attested  our  sense  of  the 
imperativeness  of  this  part  of  our  duty. 

We  found  reason,  as  we  conceived,  upon  that  occasion,  from  the  nature  of 
some  of  the  errors  which  we  had  to  correct,  -to  put  faith  in  Mr.  Bullick’s  assur- 
ance, that  he  had  at  length  duly  executed  his  part,  so  far  at  least  as  to  have 
entered  every  inmate  whose  name  appeared  upon  his  roll,  or  to  be  found  in  the 
workhouse.  It  would  appear  by  the  statement  in  the  report,  that  this  was  still 
far  from  being  the  case.  ’ We  examined  the  "book  moreover,  such  as  it  was  laid 
before  us,  and  authenticated  the  entries  found  in  it  by  comparison  with  the  books 
of  the  relieving  officers.  We  are  not  aware  that  more  could  be  done  on  our  part. 
Of  the  relief  lists  we  perceived  that  they  exhibited,  after  all  our  remonstrances, 
numerous  errors  of  the  description  mentioned  in  the  report,  and  which  is  to  be 
understood  at  this  part,  as  applying  itself  to  those  lists ; and  these  errors,  as  we 
subsequently  discovered,  were  transferred,  with  a singular  disregard  of  accuracy 
(as  where  the  same  family  was  twice  entered  in  a single  page),  into  the  lists  for 
the  new  half-year.  We  directed  the  clerk’s  attention  to  this  circumstance, 
pointing  out  to  him  at  the  same  time,  and  to  Mr.  Bullick  himself,  several  of  these 
errors  in  detail ; and  the  latter  wras  once  more  instructed  to  correct  them,  a list 
of  all  prepared  with  infinite  pains  by  ourselves,  being  furnished  to  him  for  the 
purpose.  It  was  at  the  same  time  arranged,  that  the  correction  which  no  longer 
presented  the  slightest  difficulty,  should  be  duly  observed  in  making  out  the  past 
half-year’s  accounts  in  the  several  divisions ; so  far  was  it  from  being  the  case, 
“ that  no  corrrect  account  could  be  made  of  the  proportion  of  expenses  chargeable 
“ to  each  division,  during  the  period  of  our  managing  the  affairs  of  the  Union.”  And 
lest  there  should  be  any  remaining  possibility  of  this  matter  passing  unattended  to, 
the  particulars  wTere  mentioned  by  us  to  certain  members  of  the  new  board, 
whose  attention  to  it  wTe  requested. 

Of  the  importance  of  the  task  which  we  have  now  brought  to  a close,  irksome 
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to  us  in  no  ordinary  degree,  but  which  may  not  be  without  its  fruits  to  the  cause 
of  the  poor  law  in  this  Union,  we  have  been  most  deeply  sensible.  The  last- 
mentioned  consideration,  which  may  not  have  presented  itself  to  those  whose 
unmerited  censure  in  such  a variety  of  particulars  has  been  the  occasion  of  im- 
posing- upon  us  so  unpleasing  a duty,  has  led  us  to  trespass  upon  your  attention 
at  a greater  length  than  we  should  otherwise  have  considered  necessary.  Knowing 
how  little  foundation  existed  for  this  censure,  which  we  lament  only  as  it  is  of 
no  favourable  indication  for  the  cause  which  we  have  served  with  a devotedness 
known  to  all — a devotedness  eminently  successful  in  the  accomplishment  of  its 
great  object,  and  it  will  be  admitted  under  circumstances  of  no  ordinary  difficulty, 
but  for  which  we  claim  no  praise  beyond  your  simple  approval — we  have  been 
relieved  of  all  occasion  for  personal  excitement ; and  what  we  have  had  to  submit 
to  you  in  explanation,  will,  we  trust,  by  its  uniform  tenor  throughout  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  absence  of  any  such  on  our  part.  The  same  freedom  from  impulse 
or  motive  of  any  kind  but  what  proceeds  from  a sense  of  public  duty,  which  we 
may  justly  claim  to  have  exhibited  during  our  period  of  office,  will  be  found,  we 
confidently  hope,  to  _ characterize  our  present  observations.  We  shall  esteem 
ourselves  fortunate,  if  they  shall  be  found  in  consequence  deserving  of  the  more 
weight,  aud  especially  such  of  them  as  bears  upon  the  actual  and  prospective 
conditions  of  this  Union. 


Statement  annexed  to  the  foregoing  Report. 

Abstract  of  the  Establishment  Account,  for  the  half-year  ended  25th  March,  1848. 

Salaries  , ..... 

Repairs  ....... 

Insurance  ....... 

Drugs,  &c.  ..... 

Printing,  stationery,  advertising,  books,  and  postage 

Furniture,  and  culinary  utensils  for  workhouse,  fever  hospital,  and 
detached  buildings  ... 

Rent  ...... 

Interest  on  treasurer’s  account  current 

Loau  from  Commissioners  repaid  . 

Other  small  charges  (including  subscription  to  Cow-pock  Institution, 
county  cess,  requisites  for  relieving  officers,  beams,  weights, 
buckets,  scales,  &c.,  &c. 


Lowthcrstoimi,  April  19,  1848. 


£482 

2 

7 

292 

16 

7 

4 

2 

6 

24 

15 

4 

77 

18 

5 

216 

4 

11 

4 

0 

0 

5 

14 

7 

100 

0 

0 

43 

1 

5 

£1,250 

16 

4 

J ohn  Irvine,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


Establishment  Account,  further  explanation  of. 

Salauies — 

Workhouse  officers  aud  clerk 
Two  chaplains  and  medical  officer . . ’ 

Schoolmaster  and  assistant  schoolmistress,  and  nurses 
Master  tailor  and  master  shoemaker  and  assistants* 

Relieving  officers  . . 

Vice-Guardians  .... 

Audit  fund  account 

Porters  clothes,  hat,  &c. £l  16s.  lie?.,  Wardmaster’s  ditto,  19s.  Qd. 

Furniture  Account  includes— For  fever  hospital  bedsteads,  £27  14s 
drying  rads,  woman’s  yard,  £18  12s.  6d. ; school  desks  and  forms, 
pump  shed,  tables,  forms,  &c.,  for  dining-hall ; altar,  £7 ; iron 
fire-screen  in  day  wards  and  school-rooms,  bakehouse  furniture. 
&c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Repairs’  Account  includes— Raising  yard  walls,  putting  up  oven; 
enlarging  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress’  rooms,  glazin'*  work- 
house  and  detached  buildings,  repairs  to  auxiliary  workhouse  in 
town,  £20  ; Mr.  Tickle's  contract  for  supply  of  water,  paid  £40,  &c. 
Printing,  &c.  Account — 

Printing,  advertising,  postage,  and  stationery 
National  school-books,  maps,  slates,  stationery,  &c. 

Bibles,  testaments,  and  prayer-books  for  use  of  paupers 


£76  14 
47  10 
6 19 
43  17 
47  16 
253  4 
3 5 


2 15  11 
£482  2 7 


£62  7 5 
9 13  4 
5 17  8 


£77  18  5 

J . Irvine,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 
46  aid  twnae, cent  necessity 
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Mr.  Morton  to  the  Commissioners  : — May  18, 1848. 

I am  this  morning  in  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the  16th  instant, 
transmitting  an  extract  from  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Lowthers- 
town  Union  of  the  10th  instant,  respecting  the  terms  on  which  the  building 
therein  referred  to  was  taken  from  Mr.  Montgomery  as  an  additional  workhouse, 
with  a copy  also  of  the  Guardians’  previous  minute  of  the  26th  April,  and  the 
Commissioners’  letter  thereon  of  5th  instant,  and  desiring  my  observations  upon 
the  subject. 

The  Guardians,  it  appears,  have  succeeded  in  engaging  the  house  in  question 
at  half  the  rate  heretofore  agreed  for  by  ourselves ; and  to  enable  them  to  accom- 
plish this  they  have  availed  themselves  of  circumstances  which  must  be  considered 
as  making  a very  material  difference  in  their  favour,  while  at  the  original  agree- 
ment we  had  to  contend  with  circumstances  entirely  adverse. 

These  circumstances  in  the  Guardians’  favour  are — 

1.  The  out-door  relief  being  on  the  decrease,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  come  to 
the  resolution  to  dispense  with  the  accommodation  altogether,  if  not  to  be  had 
on  lower  terms ; to  which  resolution,  they  ascribe,  as  I observe,  the  advantage 
they  have  obtained. 

2.  The  greater  facility  at  their  command  to  engage  other  premises,  and  pro- 
bably ev..n  to  make  a selection  from  among  several,  both  from  their  local  influ- 
ence and  the  altered  time  of  year,  in  the  event  of  such  accommodation  being 
still  desirable,  which  I perceive  it  is  admitted  to  be. 

3.  Mr.  Montgomery’s  disappointment  as  to  the  disposal  of  his  interest  in  the 
house  and  farm  which  he  represented  to  us  that  he  had  then  an  immediate 
prospect  of — and  we  had  reason  to  know  that  he  was  actually  at  the  time  nego- 
tiating for  the  purpose  with  Mr.  D’Arcy,the  landlord  of  the  premises  in  question. 
The  farm  is  now  cropped,  and  will  remain  in  Mr.  Montgomery’s  hands  for  the 
present. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  necessity  we  were  driven  to  of  procuring  extra  accom- 
modation in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  I may  add,  when  every  tenement  that  could 
be  had  in  or  about  the  town  was  crowded  with  families  whose  houses  had  been 
levelled  in  the  country  parts  around,  was  urgent  and  well-known.  We  had  been 
seeking  such  accommodation  in  every  direction,  and  so  great  was  the  difficulty 
we  experienced,  at  the  same  time  that  the  pressure  brooked  no  delay,  that  it  had 
become  a question  with  us  whether  we  should  not  have  to  apply  to  you  to  put  in 
force  the  second  section  of  the  Act.  At  this  so  eminently  critical  moment,  and 
most  fortunately,  as  we  conceived  for  the  Union,  Mr.  Montgomery’s  house  became 
vacant,  by  his  removing  to  another  upon  a farm  at  some  distance.  It  was  espe- 
cially suited  to  our  purpose  from  its  immediate  proximity  to  the  workhouse  upon 
the  country  side.  We  visited  it,  and  authorized  the  clerk  to  confer  with  him  as 
to  terms  for  a single  month ; but  he  was  not  certain  that  In?  could  conveniently 
let  us  have  it  even  for  that  period,  having  the  prospect,  as  he  conceived,  of 
immediately  disposing  of  both  house  and  farm  to  Mr.  D’Arcy.  He  at  length 
stated  himself  willing  to  give  it  for  5s.  more  than  we  eventually  agreed  at,  which 
last  w as,  if  I rightly  remember,  25 s.  for  the  month,  nor  then  otherwise  than  with 
the  condition  (mentioned,  I think,  in  the  particulars  of  the  agreement  upon  our 
minutes,)  of  our  surrendering  it  up  even  before  the  expiration  of  the  month  if 
desired.  . 

The  clerk,  as  I believe,  did  his  best  to  make  as  good  a bargain  as  possible  tor 
the  Union  on  this  as  on  every  other  occasion ; and  under  the  circumstances,  being 
moreover  for  a temporary  object,  and  not  at  all  contemplating  a yearly  tenure 
at  £15,  we  considered  the  terms  far  from  exceptionable. 

In  a word,  when  we  dealt  with  Mr.  Montgomery,  he  had.no  occasion  to  be 
solicitous  for  the  engagement,  but  rather  the  reverse — the  Union  the  most  urgent 
occasion  possible ; at  the  recent  dealing  with  him,  he  had  every  occasion— the 
Union  none,  at  least  of  an  urgent  character ; a difference,  it  will  be  admitted, 
quite  adequate  to  account  for  the  difference  of  payment,  without  censuring  us  as 
for  a piece  of  needless  extravagance.  . . 

I take  the  opportunity  to  mention  that  my  late  colleague  having  done  me  the 
kindness  of  passing  this  way  from  Dublin,  to  consider  together  the  various  parti- 
culars referred  to  in  the  reports  of  the  Visiting  and  Finance  Committees  which  you 
transmitted  to  us  in  connexion  with  our  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union, 
with  a view  to  our  joint  explanation  of  them ; such  explanation  will  be  now  forth- 
with forwarded  to  you. 


Lowtliergtown 

Union. 
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Mr.  M'Manus  to  the  Commissioners: — June  3,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
16th  ultimo,  which,  from  having  been  detained  in  Gardiner-street,  only 
reached  me  here  on  the  24th ; also,  of  copies  of  a minute  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Lowtherstown  Union,  dated  26th  April,  and  of  the  Commis- 
sioners’ letter  thereon,  and  an  extract  from  a later  minute  of  the  same  board, 
dated  10th  May. 

On  the  subject  alluded  to  in  those  documents  I beg  to  oifer  the  required 
observations. 

When  Montgomery’s  house  was  first  suggested  to  my  late  colleague  and  myself, 
and  afterwards  taken  by  us,  as  the  only  fit  place  then  to  be  had,  to  detach  about 
sixty  of  the  schoolboys  from  the  workhouse,  circumstances  were  very  different 
in  many  respects  from  what  they  were  on  the  late  occasion  of  the  re-taking  of 
the  same  premises,  at  a considerably  reduced  rent,  by  the  present  Board  of 
Guardians.  At  that  time  we  wrere  placed  in  such  circumstances  as  fully  justified 
us  in  giving  the  rent  we  did,  viz.  25 s.  per  month,  as  I shall  presently  explain; 
whereas,  on  the  late  occasion,  the  exigencies  that  affected  us  did  not  exist,  at 
least  not  to  any  thing  like  the  same  extent ; and  the  other  circumstances  of  the 
case  were  so  altered,  as  certainly  not  to  entitle  the  elected  board  to  take  much 
credit  to  themselves  for  having  reduced  to  half  the  amount  what  they  were 
pleased  to  term  “the  extravagant  sum  given  by  the  Vice-Guardians.” 

At  the  time  we  were  in  treaty  for  the  house,  the  pressure  of  the  numerous 
and  urgent  demands  for  relief  throughout  the  Union  was  such  as  to  cause  strong 
apprehensions  that  we  should  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  second  section 
of  the  Extension  Poor  Relief  Act,  if  additional  workhouse  accommodation  were 
not  at  once  provided  so  as  to  enable  us  to  put  the  test  to  all  able-bodied  appli- 
cants for  relief,  and  until  the  extreme  pressure  should  have  subsided.  We  were 
in  the  position  that  we  should  either  apply  for  your  sealed  order  to  open  the 
second  section  of  the  act — an  alternative  which  would  have  entailed  much  expense, 
and  might  have  really  led  to  the  demoralization  assumed  in  a former  minute  of 
the  same  board,  to  have  already  existed  in  the  Union,  but  an  alternative  which, 
happily  for  the  interests  of  the  Union,  we  were  saved  the  necessity  of  having 
recourse  to  by  the  measures  we  then  adopted — or  else,  lose  not  a moment  in 
procuring,  even  on  much  higher  terms,  if  necessary,  than  those  we  gave,  such  accom- 
modation, in  the  way  of  auxiliary  workhouses,  as  might  be  required. 

In  such  a position  w'e,  without  hesitation,  chose  the  latter  course,  as  being 
obviously  most  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union. 

Montgomery  and  his  family,  moreover,  wrere  at  the  moment  residing  in  the 
house,  and  it  was  quite  optional  with  them  to  leave  it  or  not  as  they  might 
choose;  they  were,  of  course,  the  less  inclined  to  submit  to  lower  terms  than 
they  would  otherwise  have  been  willing  to  take  had  the  house  been  vacant,  or  our 
necessities  for  it  the  less  urgent.  Nor  had  toe  the  influence  over  him  that  a 
landlord  has  over  a tenant,  whose  lease  is  about  to  expire  or  has  actually  ceased 
to  exist.  I might  also  add,  as  almost  a sufficient  justification  in  itself  for  Mr. 
Montgomery’s  asking,  and  for  our  giving,  a higher  rent  for  the  premises,  that 
they  were  taken  by  us  only  by  the  month,  either  party  having  the  power  of 
breaking  the  contract  at  a very  short  notice;  he  not  wishing  to  lose  a tenant  for 
the  whole  by  dividing  the  house  from  the  land,  and  we  for  the  reason  that  we 
then  hoped  the  occasion  for  holding  on  the  house  would  be  only  temporary. 

In  conclusion,  I may  be  allowed  to  express  my  surprise  that  the  circumstance 
above  alluded  to  should  have  been  put  forward  as  an  instance  of  the  “extravagance 
“ practised  whilst  the  Union  was  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  the 
“ Commissioners,”  with  such  unsubstantial  grounds  and  inconclusive  evidence  to 
rest  so  serious  a charge  upon. 
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Lowtherstown 

Union. 


Mr.  Wilkinson  to  the  Commissioners: — May  8,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  5th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  Lowtherstown  poorhouse,  with  an  extract 
from  the  Visiting  Committee’s  report. 

I have  to  state  that  the  house  was  intended  only  for  a certain  number  of 
paupers,  and  that  it  will  well  contain  the  number  it  was  built  for.  Plans  for 
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its  enlargement  were  sent  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  steps  were  taken  by  them 
but  not  carried  out,  I believe,  for  putting  the  drains,  yards,  site,  and  other  mat- 
ters in  a satisfactory  state,  and  it  appears  that  the  present  Guardians  are  about  to 
do  the  same.  The  drains  were  out  of  order,  aud  I intended  to  recommend  when 
the  new  fever  hospital  at  Enniskillen  was  in  progress,  that  the  clerk  of  works, 
who  would  be  employed  there,  should  give  occasional  inspection  and  assistance 
to  the  Vice-Guardians;  this  may  not  be  necessary  now,  perhaps,  if  the  Guardians 
get  these  matters  done  as  proposed. 

With  regard  to  the  walling  being  excessive  for  the  space  enclosed,  I quite 
differ  from  the  committee,  and  believe  I can  prove  to  the  contrary.  Barracks, 
gaols,  and  asylums  are  almost  all  buildings  of  narrow  widths.  The  wings  of  the 
poorhouses  are  double  buildings,  with  three  walls  instead  of  four  side  walls, 
and  the  main  body  of  the  buildings  with  only  two  side  walls  for  a double  width. 


Mr.  Wilkinson  to  the  Commissioners: — May  19,  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  10th  instant  respecting  the  Low- 
therstown  Union  workhouse,  and  the  statement  as  extracted  from  the  Guardians’ 
minutes,  viz.,  that  the  only  way  of  bringing  meal,  milk,  turf,  &e.,  into  the  house 
is  through  the  kitchen,  and  that  much  inconvenience  results  therefrom,  I have 
to  state  that  I do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  make  the  kitchen  the  passage  for 
the  stores  in  question.  A reference  to  the  plans  will,  I think,  show  that  the 
inconvenience  complained  of  is  capable  of  being  avoided. 


2 A 2 


Lowtherstown 

Union. 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Castlebar  and 
Westport  Unions. 


CASTLEBAR  AND  WESTPORT  UNIONS. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  : — April  15,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  directed  me  to  acquaint  you  that  it  is  their  inten- 
tion to  place  Westport  and  Castlebar  Unions,  respectively,  under  separate  Boards 
of  Guardians  on  the  25th  instant ; and  they  would  propose  to  appoint  you  at  that 
time  as  Vice-Guardians  for  Westport  Union  alone,  if  you  arc  willing  still  to  <nVe 
the  Commissioners  the  benefit  of  your  services.  ° ° 

In  announcing  to  you  their  intention  of  separating  two  Unions,  both  of  which 
you  have  hitherto  had  under  your  superintendence,  the  Commissioners  desire  to 
assure  you  that  the  reasons  which  have  led  them  to  this  determination  do  not  in 
any  degree  involve  diminished  confidence  in  you.  On  the  contrary,  the  Com- 
missioners are  fully  sensible  of  the  value  of  your  exertions,  and  they  have  to  thank 
you  for  the  energy  and  ability  with  which  you  have  discharged  the  onerous  duties 
which  have  been  imposed  upon  you. 

Still  the  Commissioners  are  convinced  that  in  the  present  condition  of  Castlebar 
and  Westport  Unions,  it  is  for  the  interests  of  the  public  service  that  each  of 
these  Unions  should  occupy  the  undivided  official  attention  of  two  Vice-Guardians ; 
and  the  Commissioners  feel,  moreover,  that  it  is  their  duty  to  regard  their  interests 
as  paramount  to  all  personal  considerations. 

The  rate  of  salary  for  the  Vice-Guardianship  of  Westport  Union  will  be  the 
same  as  the  salary  fixed  by  the  Commissioners  for  your  late  colleague,  Mr.  Fish- 
bourne,  in  the  adjoining  Union  of  Ballinrobe. 


Mr.  Bourse  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  1G,  1848. 

/.have  the  honour  to  enclose  a copy  of  the  rules  and  of  the  forms  to  be 
adopted  in  the  management  of  working  parties  and  the  administration  of  relief 
to  the  able-bodied,  which  have  been  approved  by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the 
Westport  and  Castlebar  Unions.  They  are  similar  in  all  essential  points  to  those 
adopted  in  Ballina  and  other  Unions ; and  as  these  have  already  been  approved 
by  you,  I have  authorized  the  Vice-Guardians  to  have  the  present  forms  printed, 
they  having  ascertained  by  a previous  estimate  from  Messrs.  Chambers,  in  Abbey- 
street,  that  the  cost  would  be  moderate.  I hope  in  a few  days  we  shall  receive 
some  copies,  and  may  introduce  the  system. 

I intend  to  forward,  by  to-morrow’s  post,  a further  report  on  the  progress 
making  in  these  Unions,  in  arrangements  for  the  better  management  of  working 
parties.  & b 


Enclosures. 

Instructions  to  Believing  Officers  with  reference  to  the  Employment  of  Able-bodied 
Paupers. 

The  relieving  officer  will  prepare  on  each  board-day  a list  (according  to  Form  A),  for 
every  overseer  in  his  division,  of  the  able-bodied  paupers  who  are  there  ordered  relief  in 
return  for  labour,  and  shall  forward  the  same,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  to  such  over- 
relfef  S'5'141™  4150  ^ °f  S“Ci  peraons  as  bT  orior  of  tbo  hoard  struck  off  the 

contractor  effeet’  tU‘  ac00r<JinS  t0  Form  B.  elnU  *0  be  furnished  to  the 

Whenever  an  application  is  made  to  the  relieving  officer  by  or  on  behalf  of  any  able- 

neraon  if  ed  *7  *1  Bo“d  o£  Guardians  to  be  set  to  work,  alleging  that  such 

person  is  unable  through  sickness  to  perform  it,  the  relieving  officer  shall  proceed  to  his 

rahef  Kod  ?Tg o£tbo  of  the  statement,  shall  order  provisional 
rifenmtici  * ,bie  ai  ,ed  O bLm  ™td  th?  1,ext  hoard-day,  when  he  shall  report  all  the 
“iX-Ftm  G *°  le  111  C00ked  f00d’  SUPPlied  d4  orders  on 

.nlf»!STtl,0t01riWi11  °j‘¥n  tio  ?ontract“rs.  on  every  Monday  in  each  week, 
«n  account  of  the  bread  issued  for  the  preceding  week,  supported  by  vouchers,  which  he 
^ compare,  and  if  correct,  certify  the  account ; and  having  entered  the  particulars  in  his 
the  mn™’  jthi°  aocount  a“d  touchers  to  the  board-room  before  ten  o'clock  on 

the  morning  of  the  board-day,  to  be  examined  by  tbe  clerk  and  laid  before  the  board, 
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Instructions  to  Supervisors. 

1 . The  supervisor  shall  visit  each  working  party  hi  his  district  at  least  twice  in  every 
week.  He  shall  keep  a full  and  exact  diary  of  his  proceedings  each  day,  stating  the 
precise  hours  of  his  visits  to  the  working  parties,  the  number  of  men  present,  amount  of 
work  performed  since  last  weekly  return,  and  containing  such  general  remarks  upon  the 
state  of  the  party,  together  with  such  suggestions  concerning  them  as  circumstances  may 
require  ; and  shall  on  the  morning  of  each  board-day  lay  a copy  of  such  diary  before  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  accompanied  by  a return  of  the  number  of  implements,  and  their  con- 
dition, according  to  a form  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose. 

2.  At  each  visit  he  shall  call  the  roll  of  the  working  party  from  the  overseer’s  book,  and 
ascertain  that  the  overseer  has  correctly  entered  each  person’s  attendance.  His  signature 
to  this  portion  of  the  overseer’s  book  shall  be  considered  as  a voucher,  for  the  correctness 
of  which  he  shall  be  considered  strictly  responsible. 

He  shall  examine  into  the  nature  of  the  work  in  progress,  and  give  all  necessary  directions 
for  securing  its  due  execution,  and  advancing  order  and  regularity. 

He  shall  count  and  examine  the  tools  in  use,  and  give  directions  for  all  such  as  are  out 
of  repair  to  be  forwarded  to  the  house  of  the  relieving  officer. 

He  shall  measure  the  work  done  since  last  visit,  and  ascertain  if  the  amount  executed 
agrees  with  the  entry  in  the  overseer’s  book,  according  to  task  assigned  to  each  person. 

Ho  shall  enter  on  the  overseer’s  book  the  amount  of  stone  broken,  and  make  arrange- 
ments for  securing  against  any  of  the  work  thus  measured  being  brought  forward  for  re- 
measurement on  his  next  visit. 

He  shall  attend  at  the  board-room  at  ten  o’clock  on  the  board-day,  and  closely  examine 
the  overseer’s  books,  and  compare  them  with  the  weekly  return  up  to  the  previous  Satur- 
day, in  order  to  their  being  submitted  to  the  chairman. 

He  shall  also  compare  and  check  the  issue  of  bread,  as  returned  by  the  contractors  in 
their  accounts,  with  the  numbers  returned  present  in  the  overseer’s  books  for  the  corres- 
ponding period,  and  certify  the  accuracy  of  the  same  on  the  face  of  the  contractor’s  bill. 

After  the  board  have  decided  upon  the  applications  for  relief,  the  supervisor  shall  copy, 
from  lists  prepared  for  the  overseer,  the  names  of  all  parties  ordered  to  work,  according 
to  Form  A ; and  on  his  next  visit  to  each  working  party  lie  shall,  by  an  inspection  of  the 
individual,  enter  in  the  appropriate  columns  the  class  to  which  he  belongs,  and  the  task  of 
work  he  has  to  perform,  having  reference  to  his  ability  and  the  work  on  which  he  is  to 
be  engaged. 

The  labourers  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes — the  first  shall  break  two  boxes  daily, 
the  second  a box  and  a half,  and  the  third  one  box  daily.  The  stones  to  be  broken  of  a 
size  to  pass  through  a ring  not  exceeding  an  inch  and  a half  in  diameter.  It  is  calculated 
that  one  quarryman  can  raise  stones  enough  for  three  breakers. 

Instructions  to  Overseers  of  Working  Parties. 

The  overseers  will  be  furnished  by  the  relieving  officers  from  time  to  time  with  a list 
containing  the  names  and  number  in  application  book  of  each  able-bodied  pauper  who  is 
to  render  a task  of  work — Form  A : this  list  will  also  contain  the  age  of  each  individual 
and  the  quantity  of  provision  he  will  be  entitled  to  receive,  and  columns  for  “ class”  and 
“ task  to  be  executed.”  The  two  latter  will  be  filled  up  by  the  supervisor. 

Hours  of  work  shall  be  from  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  until  five  in  the  afternoon — • 
one  hour,  viz.,  from  twelve  to  one,  to  be  allowed  for  dinner. 

Roll  to  be  called  at  eight,  one,  and  five  o’clock  each  day. 

Each  person  answering  to  have  a mark  put  against  his  name  in  the  column  for  the  day, 
in  books  to  be  furnished  for  the  purpose — Form  D. 

At  five  o’clock  the  work  of  each  man  is  to  be  measured,  and  if  complete  according  to 
the  allotted  task,  a ticket  is  to  be  issued  (Form  E),  which  will  entitle  him  to  the  number 
of  rations  appointed  by  the  Vice-Guardians. 

In  inclement  weather  when  work  cannot  be  done,  it  will  be  sufficient  that  the  men  shall 
have  answered  the  roll  calls  at  eight,  one,  and  four  o’clock. 

In  case  a representation  is  made  on  behalf  of  any  labourer,  that  he  is  unable  from  sick- 
ness to  work,  the  overseer  shall  forthwith  refer  him  to  the  relieving  officer,  but  shall  on  no 
account  whatever  give  him  the  food  ticket. 

On  of  each  week  the  overseer  shall  send  in  to  the  clerk  of  the  Union  a 

weekly  return  of  labour  and  of  implements,  according  to  Form  F,  and  shall  likewise  send 
in  his  labour-book  in  the  morning  of  each  board-day. 

The  overseer  shall  on  no  account  absent  himself  from  his  working  party  under  pain  of 
fine  or  dismissal,  and  every  irregularity  or  misconduct  in  the  issue  of  tickets  or  otherwise, 
will  be  severely  punished,  and  the  loss  to  the  Union  thereby  occasioned  deducted  from  his 
salary.  He  will  receive  his  pay  through  the  hands  of  the  supervisor  alone. 

Instructions  to  Contractors  for  supplying  Relief  to  the  able-bodied  Paupers. 

The  contractors  will  be  furnished  by  the  relieving  officers  after  each  board-day  with 
a list  of  persons  for  whom  bread  is  to  be  supplied,  specifying  the  quantity  for  each  person 
respectively.  He  will  supply  bread  upon  tickets  addressed  to  him.  by  the  overseers,  in 
the  Form  E.  He  will  also  supply  bread  upon  the  tickets  of  the  relieving  officers — Form  C. 
Tickets  marked  for  a double  quantity  will  be  issued  each  Saturday. 


Castlebar  and 
Westport  Union*. 
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He  will  be  required  to  close  his  accounts  on  each  Saturday  evening,  and  prepare  a return 
according  to  Form  G,  for  each  electoral  division,  which,  with  the  tickets  to  support  each 
item,  must  he  handed  over  to  the  relieving  officer  on  Monday. 

Separate  returns  to  be  made  of  the  bread  issued  on  the  tickets  of  the  relieving  officers, 
which,  with  the  vouchers,  are  to  be  handed  over  in  like  manner  every  Monday. 

Any  item  in  the  accounts  not  duly  supported  by  voucher  will  be  deducted  from  the 
payment. 

Form  A. 

Union. 

Electoral  Division  of 

Return  of  able-bodied  persons  to  render  a task  of  work. 

Working  party,  No 

Dated  at the of 1848. 


No.  in  Application 

Quantity  of  food 
authorized  if  task 
be  executed. 

N-* 

Age. 

Class. 

Task  to  bo 
executed. 

Signature, 


Form  B. 

Union. 

Electoral  Division  of 


Return  of  able-bodied  destitute  persons  to  receive  daily  rations  of  rye-bread,  provided 
the  daily  task  of  work  be  performed  by  them. 

Week  ending of 1848. 


No.  in  Application  book. 

No.  of  pounds  of  rye-bread 
allowed  daily. 

Signature  of  Relieving  Officer, 


Electoral  Division. 

No. 

day  of 1848. 

Name 

No.  in  Application  book 

lbs.  of 

No.  of  working  party ___ 


Form  C. 

CASUAL  RELIEF— ABLE-BODIED. 

Union. Electoral  Division. 

No 

Give  bearer  for No.  in  application  book 

he  being  sick, lbs  of  bread. 

To 

Contractor. 

Signature  of  Relieving  Officer. 
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Form  D. 

Castlebar  and 

Union. 

Westport  Unions. 

Labour  Book. 

No.  of  working  party 

at 

Electoral  Division. 

Week  ending 

. day  of  1848. 

ABLE-BODIED. 

No._  Electoral  Division. 

day  of 184 

Name 

No.  in  Application  Book 

lbs.  of 

No.  of  Working  Party 

Initialed. 


Form  E. 

ABLE-BODIED. 

Union Electoral  Division. 

No. day  of 184 

Give  bearer  for No.  in  Application  book 

be  having  completed  bis  task lbs.  of  bread. 

To 

Contractor.  Overseer. 

In  charge  of  No. 

Working  party  at 


Form  F. 

Union. 

Return  for  week  ended day  of 1848, Electoral  Division. 


if 

Is. 

- 

No.  of  labourers  ordered  to  work. 

III 

f. 

1 

1 

| 

Wort 

Distribution. 

Boxu  of 

I 

I jf 

II 

4 

i 

§ 

3 

Signature  of  Overseer. 

Dated  at Examined^and  found  correct, Supervisor. 

this. day  of 1848.  this day  of__ 1848. 
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Castlebar  and 
We»tport  Unions. 


Form  F. 


Return  of  Implements  in  charge of —1848. 


In  hands,  . 

Received  on of 

Total,  . 

Returned  into  store, — 
of , . 

- 

In  bands,  . 

I certify  the  foregoing  to  ho  correct,  and  that  the  Implements  returned  in  hands  were 
counted  by  me  and  found  in  good  condition;  this of! 1848. 


— .Signature  of  overseer. 

Countersigned, Supervisor. 

Form  G. — Contractor’s  Bill. 

Union, electoral  division  of 

The  Vice-Guardians  Dr.  to for  rye-bread  supplied  during  week 

ended lbs.  at per  lb. 

(Per  annexed  return.) 

Form  G — Union. 

Electoral  Division  of 


Return  of  quantity  of  rye-bread  supplied  by contractor,  during  the  week 

ended 1848,  upon  tickets  signed  by  overseers  of  work ; the  said  tickets 

being  hereunto  annexed. 


Number  in 
Application 
and  Report 
Book. 

Lbs.  of  bread  supplied  on  the  following  days. 

Total. 

Monday. 

Lbs. 

Tuesday. 

Lbs. 

Wednesday. 

Lbs. 

Thursday. 

Lbs. 

Friday. 

Lbs. 

Saturday. 

Lbs. 

Total, 

Dated  at this —day  of 1848. 


.Signature. 


Mr.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners  : — May  8,  1848. 

W ith  reference  to  my  former  communications  on  the  state  of  the  collec- 
tion in  these  Unions,  I beg  to  inform  you  that  since  my  last  report  I have  had 
frequent  communications  with  the  two  collectors  by  whom  the  bulk  of  the  rate 
remains  still  to  be  collected,  and  have  endeavoured,  by  examination  of  their 
books,  to  make  myself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  present  position  and 
future  prospects  of  the  revenue  of  these  Unions.  Much  time  has  undoubtedly 
been  lost ; and  without  entering  into  the  causes  of  this  delay,  it  is  evident  that 
if  the  collectors  had  sooner  made  themselves  master  of  their  duties,  and  acted 
energetically  upon  them,  the  results  would  have  been  different.  Considering 
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the  importance  of  the  duties  which  these  collectors  have  discharged  so  unsatis- 
factorily, I have  been  more  than  once  inclined  to  recommend  their  instant 
dismissal;  but  on  reflection,  I have  satisfied  myself  that  this  course  might  be 
prejudicial  to  the  important  law  proceedings  now  pending,  and  would  actually 
produce  the  greatest  embarrassment  by  the  necessary  cessation  of  funds  during 
the  interval  between  the  appointment  of  a new  collector  and  the  time  when  his 
first  lodgments  could  be  made.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  I am  of  opinion 
that  the  best  course  to  adopt  is,  to  retain  these  two  collectors ; and  I have 
drawn  up  a memorandum  to  guide  the  Vice-Guardians  in  the  course  they  should 
adopt  with  respect  to  them.  The  principle  upon  which  it  is  based  is,  that  on  a 
certain  day  in  each  week,  one  or  more  of  the  collector’s  books  should  be  ex- 
amined in  turn  ; that  careful  and  distinct  orders  should  be  written  down  upon 
any  case  requiring  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Vice-Guardians;  and  that 
such  instructions  should  be  conveyed  in  a formal  notice  to  the  collector  (who 
should  attend  the  meeting),  and  unless  found  to  have  been  acted  upon  on  the 
next  day  of  meeting,  should  be  followed  by  punishment,  under  the  100th  section 
of  the  Poor  Law  Act.  This  course  to  be  continued  until  each  electoral  division 
has  been  gone  through,  when  the  first  should  be  again  taken  up.  I think,  by 
regularly  acting  up  to  this  line,  a systematic  course  may  be  pursued  which  will 
succeed  in  getting  in  as  much  of  the  rate  as  is  collected ; but  I must  add,  that 
in  both  Unions  I have  no  doubt  whatever  that  a considerable  amount  must  be 
considered  irrecoverable.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Louden,  ot  Westport,  you  will 
perceive  that,  by  means  of  a large  contribution  from  Lord  Sligo,  he  has  been 
enabled  to  pay  in  more  than  the  sum  required  of  him  during  the  past  week, 
and  this  saved  the  penalties  attached  to  his  disobedience.  But  it  is  quite  hope- 
less to  expect  a continuance  of  lodgments  at  this  rate. 

I have  visited  a very  large  portion  of  these  Unions  during  the  past  week,  and 
am  able  to  state  that  the  administration  of  relief  is  proceeding  satisfactorily. 
On  Wednesday  I went  over  the  greater  part  of  Castlebar  Union,  and  visited  eight 
or  ten  working  parties.  In  every  one  (with  a single  exception)  the  attendance 
was  large,  amounting  generally  to  three-fourths  of  the  persons  returned,  which, 
considering  the  prevalence  of  sickness,  is  a large  average.  And  in  every  single 
instance  the  amount  of  stone-breaking  performed  was  very  large.  I have  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  in  that  Union  the  labour  test  has  been  well  carried  out 
as  far  as  the  amount  of  work  is  concerned. 

On  Friday  and  Saturday  I visited  Newport  and  Acliill  and  intended  to  have 
seen  Clare  Island,  but  the  violence  of  the  weather  prevented  me.  However,  the 
Vice-Guardians,  at  my  suggestion,  had  visited  it  on  the  previous  week  (when 
illness  prevented  my  accompanying  them),  and  I now  transmit  a letter  which  the 
chairman  addressed  to  me  on  the  subject.  I should  have  forwarded  it  sooner, 
but  wished  to  wait  until  I had  an  opportunity  of  confirming  its  views  by  personal 
observation.  I am  however  quite  satisfied  by  this  information  and  that  aftorded 
by  a trustworthy  relieving  officer,  appointed  at  my  suggestion,  that  the  present 
powers  for  relief  in  the  hands  of  the  Vice-Guardians  are  sufficient  to  meet  the 
destitution. 

My  own  observation  as  to  Acliill  enables  me  to  say  the  same  for  that  division; 
and  I hope  that  the  more  uninterrupted  presence  of  the  relieving  officer,  who  is 
now  only  to  leave  his  district  once  a fortnight,  and  the  attendance  on  every 
alternate  week  of  the  Guardians  themselves,  will  secure  to  this  remote  locality 
due  attention.  I transmit  a statement  made  to  me  by  a very  respectable  and 
benevolent  gentleman  as  to  the  want  of  medical  assistance  It  shows  m a 
lamentable  manner  the  imperfection  and  insufficiency  of  the  established  system 
of  medical  charities  in  this  country;  and  the  evil  appears  to  me  so  pressing  that 
I propose  that  the  Vice-Guardians  shall  appoint  a medical  officer  under  the  5th 
section  of  the  Extension  Act,  and  when  the  arrangements  for  this  purpose  are  com- 
pleted your  sanction  will  be  requested.  The  labour  test  is  certainly  by  no  means 
so  well  worked  in  this  Union  as  in  Castlebar;  but  much  improvement  has  been 
effected  by  means  of  the  new  overseers  lately  appointed,  and  I have  no  doubt 
that  in  a short  time  the  working  parties  will  be  as  efficient  as  can  reasonably  be 

expected^oks  ^ fonng  bcing.  now  ap  ready  and  on  their  way  from  Dublin,  daily 
distribution  will  now  be  universally  carried  out  m both  Unions..  In  Castlebai 
the  contracts  are  ready ; and  the  system  having  been  commenced  m two  electoial 
divisions,  will  easily  be  extended.  Greater  difficulty  exists  here,  but  some  tendei  s 


Castlebar  and 
Westport  Unions. 
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liave  been  sent  in  which  I hope  may  be  accepted  on  next  board-day,  and  but 
little  delay  may  then  be  expected  to  intervene.  I am  disappointed  at  the  loss  of 
time  already  incurred,  but  I found  it  impossible  sooner  to  overcome  the  obstacles 
in  my  way. 

In  Acliill  it  is  proposed  to  give  cooked  food  to  all  classes,  but  in  the  other 
electoral  divisions  to  the  able-bodied  only,  at  least  for  the  present. 

In  addition  to  the  fortnightly  visits  to  be  paid  by  the  Vice-Guardians  to 
Acliill  and  Ballycroy,  I am  arranging  for  regular  attendances  at  each  of  the 
other  districts,  where  boards  can  in  turn  be  held,  and  where  applicants  and 
their  families  may  be  assembled  in  the  manner  recommended  by  you,  together 
with  any  other  persons  on  the  relief  lists  whom  it  may  be  necessary  to  inspect, 
and  where  the  assistance  of  neighbouring  proprietors  may  be  secured  for  the 
detection  of  fraud.  The  printed  lists  of  persons  receiving  relief  in  two  electoral 
divisions  of  this  Union  are  already  in  the  hands  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  I 
expect  the  remainder  of  them,  both  for  this  Union  and  Castlebar,  in  a few  days; 
they  will,  I am  sure,  be  found  of  much  use. 

I can  bear  strong  testimony  to  the  activity  at  present  displayed  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  land  between  Westport  and  Newport,  a distance  of  about  nine  miles; 
I observed  at  least  300  or  400  men  at  agricultural  work,  many  employed  by  Sir  R. 
O’Donnell  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act,  but  at  least  an  equal  number  by 
the  farmers  and  small  holders  preparing  land  for  potatoes  and  turnips.  As  I 
advanced  further  to  the  west,  where  the  country  becomes  mountainous  and  less 
thickly  inhabited,  bodies  of  labourers  were  no  longer  seen;  but  in  the  vicinity  of 
almost  every  farmer’s  house  two  or  three  persons  might  be  observed  in  active  em- 
ployment, and  the  shores  of  the  small  bays,  with  which  the  country  is  intersected, 
were  covered  with  women  and  children  collecting  and  carrying  sea-weed  for 
manure.  I conversed  with  many  persons  of  intelligence  and  trustworthiness  and 
found  all  agreeing  in  their  testimony  to  the  activity  and  anxiety  of  the  farmers 
and  people  to  raise  crops  for  their  support  during  the  ensuing  year.  The  value 
of  the  turnip  as  human  food  has  been  proved  to  them  by  this  year’s  experience ; 
and,  with  more  than  ordinary  forethought,  the  people  seem  now  anxious  to  possess 
a crop  of  it  in  order  to  save  the  potatoes  for  seed  for  the  following  year. 

Many  different  reasons  may  be  assigned  for  the  improvements  in  industry  and 
activity  observable  in  this  season  over  the  last;  but  whatever  be  its  true  cause,  it 
is  satisfactory  to  observe,  that  it  has  arisen  and  been  developed  during  the 
administration  of  an  extended  poor  law. 


Enclosures. 

Statement  of  Dr.  Adams,  as  to  tlio  condition  of  tlie  people  in  Acliill  Island. 

I am  a physician,  and  have  resided  in  the  missionary  settlement  at  Achill  for 
twelve  years.  There  is  no  other  medical  practitioner  on  the  island.  I have  been  in  the 
constant  habit  during  the  whole  period  of  attending  to  the  poor  of  this  district— have 
done  so  gratuitously.  The  medicines  for  the  sick  poor  were  originally  provided  by 
voluntary  subscriptions,  solely ; but  some  years  ago  the  dispensary  was  taken  up  by  the 
county,  and  for  five  years  an  amount  equal  to  the  jirivate  subscriptions  was  presented  for, 
and  expended  upon,  this  object;  for  the  last  two  years  this  sum  has  been  withheld,  and  the 
dispensary  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  dependent  for  support  on  private  contributions 
alone.  I have  constant  opportunities  of  judging  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  people. 
During  the  past  winter  low  fever,  dysentery,  and  anasarca  were  exceedingly  prevalent. 
lhe  deaths  in  consequence  have  been  very  numerous,  and  frequent  relapses  have  taken 
place  amongst  the  sick  from  want  of  a proper  description  of  nourishment.  At  the  present 
moment  I believe  the  violence  of  these  diseases  has  abated ; and  the  returning  hope 
which  the  prospect  of  support  from  their  own  industry  has  called  up,  appears  to  act  as  a 
stimulant,  and  to  assist  in  throwing  off  the  tendency  to  sickness.  Still  the  amount  of  disease 
is  considerable,  and  at  least  500  or  600  persons  are  supplied  with  medicines,  monthly,  from 
the  dispensary.  The  Indian  meal,  which  is  distributed  under  the  poor  law  to  the  poor,  is 
not  well  suited  to  meet  the  evils  under  which  the  people  suffer.  I think  much  benefit 
would  result  from  the  administering  of  rice  or  oatmeal  to  the  sick ; I also  think  that  food 
a C0°ke<*  ^01m  be  of  much  more  advantage  than  the  distribution 

Neason  Adams,  M.D, 


Mr.  Lecky  to  Mi-.  Bourke  -.—April  30,  1848. 
t ^ *^bk  it  right  to  inform  you  that  on  Thursday  last  I made  a visit  to  Clare  Island, 
or  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  condition  of  the  people  there,  and  ascertaining  whether 
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tlie  steward  and  relieving  officer  were  fulfilling  their  duties,  and  the  rueal  distributor  Castlebar  and 

dealing  fairly  by  the  poor  people.  I found  the  island  itself  much  above  what  a distant  Westport  Unions, 

inspection  had  led  me  to  suppose,  and  some  of  the  land  really  promising,  and  here 

and  there  good  and  comfortable  houses ; the  people  on  the  stone-breaking  gangs,  about 

seventy,  were  looking  strong,  healthy,  and  well  fed,  but  the  amount  of  work  executed, 

compared  with  the  numbers  on  the  lists,  was  insignificant.  The  steward  had  evidently 

and  wilfully  neglected  the  duty  intrusted  to  him,  and  must  be  dismissed  as  soon  as  a 

person  can  be  found  to  fill  his  place.  There  is  also  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the 

time  which  the  people  ought  to  have  spent  on  the  stone-breaking  has  been  occupied  on 

their  lands,  as  the  greater  part  of  that  ever  tilled  is  turned  up  now ; and  I think  the  laud 

round  every  village  is  well  prepared,  much  of  it  sown,  and  the  remainder  ready  for 

turnip  seed.  It  is  in  vain  to  inquire  who  the  cultivated  land  belongs  to — no  one  will  tell ; 

hut  the  secrecy  is  evidence  that  it  belongs  to  persons  receiving  out-door  relief,  and  that 

the  parties  certified  for  by  Sir  Samuel  O’Malley’s  bailiff  never  were  out  of  possession  or 

occupation  of  their  holdings ; and  this  will  account  for  Sir  Samuel  declining  to  answer  my 

letter,  inquiring  whether  his  bailiff,  Mr.  Malley,  had  authority  to  take  surrenders  from  Ins 

tenantry.  I walked  the  whole  length  of  the  island,  and  across  the  southern  end,  and  in 

nil  the  distance  had  but  six  applications  for  relief.  These  shall  be  attended  to  on  next 

board-day ; and  I left  word  for  Yauston  to  give  them  provisional  relief. 

I do  not  think  there  is  such  an  amount  of  destitution  among  the  classes  lately  cut  off 
as  could  not  be  met  by  relief  in  the  workhouse ; however,  to  set  the  question  at  rest,  I 
propose  that  we  should  go  there  again  on  next  Thursday  and  hold  a board,  that  then  every 
case  can  be  investigated.  It  would  bo  most  satisfactory  if  we  could  have  the  advantage 
of  your  presence  on  that  occasion.  Captain  Broad,  of  the  Dolphin  revenue  cutter,  who 
kindly  gave  me  a passage  to  the  island,  and  brought  mo  away  again  at  night,  will,  I have 
no  doubt,  afford  us  the  same  accommodation  if  he  is  in  the  bay. 

I think  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  just  before  my  arrival,  Sir  William  O’Malley,  Sir 
Samuel’s  eldest  son,  and  agent,  left  the  island,  after  a week’s  residence,  with  two  vessels 
freighted  with  cattle  distrained  for  rent,  and  yet  not  one  penny  of  rate  will  this  gentleman 
pay  to  enable  us  to  feed  his  starving  tenantry ; and  Sir  William  has  latterly  been  sending 
certificates  to  the  board  stating  the  destitution  of  parties  on  the  island,  who  on  inquiry 
were  found  to  be  possessed  of  laud,  and  even  tilling  and  sowing  it. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — May  16,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  express  their  thanks  for  your  report  of  the 
8 th  instant,  on  the  collection  of  the  rates  and  administration  oi  out-door  relief,  as 
well  as  the  progress  of  cultivation  and  industry  in  the  Castlebar  and  W estport 

With  regard  to  the  proposal  to  appoint  a medical  officer  in  Westport  Union, 
under  the  5th  section  of  10  Vic.,  cap.  31,  the  Commissioners  forward  herewith 
a copy  of  an  order  issued  in  Killarney  Union  for  your  information,  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  arrangement  which  the  Commissioners  contemplate  adopting 
generally  in  such  cases. 


Deanery  of  Westport. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Catholic  Clergy  of  the  Deanery  of  Westport,  held  on  the  2oth  of  April, 
Very  Rev.  Dean  Burke,  P.P.,  in  the  chair,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 

^ReSied— That  we  contemplate  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  anguish  the  present  con- 
dition of  our  respective  flocks,  reduced  as  they  are  to  the  last  extremity  of  destitution,  and 
almost  annihilated  before  our  eyes  by  the  ravages  of  hunger  and  disease,  chiefly  owmg  to 
the  mismanagement  and  heartless  indifference  of  the  well-paid  officers  who  pietend  to 

administer  the  Poor  Law  Act  in  this  Union.  . x.  . , 

Resolved That  from  all  we  have  seen  and  heard  of  the  manner  of  acting ; of  those i who 

are  paid  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  poor  law,  it  is  our  firm  conviction,  that  if  it 
werHutended  to  starve  the  people  to  death,  and  entail  everlasting  rum  on  the  district,  it 
Wd  be  Impossible  to  discover  a more  effective  plan,  or  one  better  calculated  to  accom- 
plishsuch  infernal  policy  than  that  which  has  been  adopted  from  the  beginning,  and  is 
still,  in  spite  of  all  remonstrance,  recklessly  persevered  in  by  all  parties  connected  with  the 

adS“S-lSlt  wo  pSicutely  deplore  tie  cruel  policy  wiici  has  permitted  a statute 
purportin'1,  to  be  enacted  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  to  be  shamelessly  converted  into  an 
pipctmentW  whilst  the  poor  are  robbed  of  even  the  miserable  privilege  conferred  upon 
them  by  the ’ruthless  “ Gregory  clause,”  to  indulge  the  levelling  propensities  of  some 
exterminating  landlords  who,  to  all  appearance,  care  not  what  becomes  of  their  unfortunate 
tenants  provided  they  can  banish  them  by  any  means  horn  off  their  estates. 

Resolved That  the  utter  recklessness  about  the  lives  of  the  poor  on  the  part  of 

Vice-Guardians  and  their  staff  has  been  perfectly  evinced  by  their  recent  conduct,  in  stnk- 
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Castlebar  and  ing  off  the  relief  list  vast  numbers  of  tlie  most  destitute,  even  those  who  had  been  actually 
Westport  Unions,  obliged  to  throw  down  their  houses  to  qualify  themselves  for  relief.  That  it  is  worse  than 

mockery  to  tell  those  famishing  creatures,  as  the  Guardians  so  unfeelingly  have  clone,  “ to 

“ go  seek  for  employment  from  the  farmers !”  well  aware  at  the  same  time  that  there  are  no 
farmers  in  this  district,  where  persons  have  been  known  to  offer  themselves  to  work  for  a 
penny  a day  rather  than  starve,  but  could  get  no  one  to  employ  them. 

Resolved — That  a gleam  of  hope  is  kindled  within  us  at  witnessing  the  extraordinary 
efforts  being  made  at  present  by  the  inhabitants  of  our  respective  parishes  to  till  so  very 
extensively,  notwithstanding  their  heart-broken  and  bankrupt  state,  and  the  shameless 
absence  of  all  encouragement,  nay,  the  positive  discouragement  of  many  of  the  landlords 
that  those  who  have  made  such  noble  efforts  are  now  almost  universally  at  the  point  of 
starvation,  having  exhausted  all  their  scanty  means  in  seeding  the  land  ; that  therefore  we 
respectfully  and  most  earnestly  call  on  the  Government  to  come  forward  at  once  with  a 
liberal  grant  for  feeding  the  people  and  carrying  them  through  the  crisis  from  this  till 
harvest,  when  we  hope,  with  the  blessings  of  Providence,  our  patient  and  long-sufferin'* 
people  will  have  abundance  of  food  to  support  themselves,  and  will  bo  no  longer  depend^ 
ing  on  such  precarious  sustenance. 

Resolved — That  the  foregoing  resolutions  bo  published,  and  that  a copy  of  same  be 
forwarded  immediately  to  the  Prime  Minister,  and  another  to  Mr.  John  O’Connell,  with  a 
request  that  lie  will  lose  no  time  in  pressing  the  subject  on  the  attention  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  it  is  one  at  this  moment  of  the  most  vital  importance. 

(Signed.) 

Bernard  Burke,  Chairman. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington  : — May  9,  1S48. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  their  attention  drawn  to  a scries  of  resolu- 
tions, published  in  the  “Dublin  Freeman’s  Journal”  of  the  5th  instant,  as  having 
been  adopted  at  a meeting  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergy  of  the  Deanery  of 
Westport,  held  on  the  25th  ultimo. 

In  the  first  and  second  of  these  resolutions  it  is  represented  that  the  poorer 
classes  are  reduced  to  the  last  extremity  of  destitution,  and  almost  annihilated 
by  the  ravages  of  hunger  and  disease,  chiefly  owing  to  the  mismanagement  and 
heartless  indifference  of  the  officials  administering  the  poor  law  in  the  Union ; 
and  that  if  it  were  intended  to  starve  the  people  to  death,  and  entail  everlasting 
ruin  on  the  district,  it  would  be  impossible  to  discover  a more  effective  plan  “to 
accomplish  such  infernal  policy,”  than  that  which  has  been  adopted  from  the 
beginning,  and  still  recklessly  persevered  in,  by  all  parties  connected  with  the 
administration  of  that  law. 

No  reference  is  given,  however,  to  any  measures,  contrary  to  the  law,  which 
were  adopted  in  administering  the  enactments  to  which  such  results  are  ascribed; 
and  no  instances  are  afforded  of  the  denial  of  relief  in  any  cases  in  which  it  could 
have  been  legally  given  by  the  local  administrators  of  the  law. 

Up  to  the  21st  of  March,  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  was  afforded  to  all 
classes  of  destitute  persons  to  whom  it  could  be  given,  under  the  provisions 
or  the  Relief  Extension  Act,  10  Vic.  cap.  31 ; from  that  date  out-door  relief  has 
been  restricted  so  as  to  exclude  able-bodied  men  who  are  unmarried,  or  who 
being  married  have  only  a wife  and  one  child,  and  the  total  number  so  relieved 
dady  throughout  the  last  month,  under  such  restricted  order  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, exceeded  twenty-one  thousand. 

Much  stress  is  laid  in  the  third  resolution  on  the  effect  of  the  enactment 
requiring  that  persons  occupying  more  than  quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  should 
not  receive  relief;  but  in  administering  the  law  subject  to  this  clause,  relief  was 
directed  to  be  given  to  such  persons  as  had  ceased  to  occupy  land  of  greater 
extent  than  the  law  allowed  in  such  cases. 

. fourth  resolution  “utter  recklessness  about  the  lives  of  the  poor”  is 

imputed  to  the  Vice-Guardians  and  their  staff,  “as  evinced  by  their  recent 
« f1°nC  UC\ in  sk’*kinS'  off  the  relief  list  vast  numbers  of  the  most  destitute,  even 
hose  who  had  been  obliged  to  throw  down  their  houses  to  qualify  themselves 
Hor  relief,  and  who  were  told  to  seek  employment  from  the  farmers.  The 
Commissioners  beg  to  observe,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  have  not  required  houses 
o be  thrown  down  as  the  condition  on  which  relief  would  be  given,  as  the  law 
allows  relief  to  householders,  and  portion  of  this  resolution  must  therefore  have 
been  intended  to  refer  to  other  parties  than  the  administrators  of  the  poor  law. 
le  Commissioners  also  beg  to  state,  that  before  the  issue  of  their  order  of  the 
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21st  March,  by  which  unmarried  men,  and  those  having  but  a wife  with  one 
child,  were  excluded  from  relief  except  in  the  workhouse,  the  number  of  persons 
who  received  out-door  relief,  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  Act,  10  Vic.  cap.  31, 
in  this  Union  extended  to  17,137,  and  was  in  the  following  week  reduced  to 
14,208;  therefore  2,929  persons  would  appear  to  have  been  the  number  excluded 
by  the  order  referred  to ; and  the  population  of  the  Union  in  1841  amounted 
to  77,952. 

However,  in  the  fifth  resolution,  there  is  evidence  of  the  good  result  of  this 
order,  as  it  detached  from  the  relief  lists  the  labourers  who  enabled  the  land- 
holders to  crop  their  farms,  which  might  otherwise  have  remained  to  a great 
extent  uncultivated. 

There  is  not  in  any  of  the  resolutions  an  acknowledgment  of  the  relief  adminis- 
tered from  the  funds  of  the  British  Relief  Association,  to  the  children  who  attend 
at  the  public  schools  of  the  Union,  in  which  there  are  8,250  children  daily  sup- 
plied Avith  food. 


Mr.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners  : — May  11,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  during  the  last  three  days  I have 
visited  the  largest  of  the  islands  comprising  the  Clare  Island  electoral  division  of 
this  Union,  and  examined  attentively  into  the  operation  of  the  poor  law  there. 
I was  accompanied  in  this  visit  by  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  Vice-Guardians, 
and  the  medical  officer  of  the  workhouse.  The  first  of  the  islands  we  visited 
was  Boffin,  Avhere  I regret  to  say  a robbery  had  been  committed  a few  nights  be- 
fore on  the  store  AArhere  the  relief  meal  was  placed.  W e took  some  police  with 
us  to  the  island  and  made  every  inquiry  likely  to  lead  to  a discovery  of  the  offend- 
ers, but  Avithout  much  success.  A strong  case  of  suspicion  has  however  been  made 
out,  Avhieh  may  eventually  lead  to  the  apprehension  of  the  guilty  parties;  and  we 
have  left  the  constables  on  the  island  to  make  further  investigation,  and  to  assist 
Mr.  Hildebrand  (the  principal  inhabitant)  in  bringing  the  parties  to  justice. 

The  island  of  Boffin  has  a considerable  population,  which  supports  itself  by 
agriculture  and  fishing ; but  in  consequence  of  their  present  poverty  they  have 
been  up  to  this  time  unable  to  avail  themselves  of  this  latter  occupation,  and  have 
trusted  entirely  for  support  to  out-door  relief.  A short  time  ago  I applied  to 
Count  Strzelecki  for  a grant  cf  biscuit  for  the  use  of  these  fishermen— a request 
with  which  he  most  promptly  complied;  and  I feel  great  pleasure  in  being  able 
to  state,  that  this  benevolence  has  been  attended  with  the  best  effects.  Already 
upwards  of  thirty  crews  (most  of  whom  had  been  previously  receiving  out-door 
relief)  are  partaking  of  its  benefits;  and  being  themselves  supported  by  the  biscuit 
whilst  engaged  in  their  business,  are  enabled,  from  the  produce  of  their  fishing,  to 
maintain  their  families  without  public  assistance.  At  present,  indeed,  their  profits 
are  small,  for  the  season  has  been  unfavourable;  but  I think  before  long  their  in- 
dustry and  self-reliance  may  meet  with  greater  success.  The  agricultural  portion 
of  the  population  are  suffering  severely  from  poverty,  and  many  Avho,  up  to  this 
time,  have  remained  in  occupation  of  their  land,  are  now  forced  to  resign  it,  in 
order  to  obtain  food.  I feel  no  doubt  that  the  distress  in  this  island  can,  and 
will,  be  sufficiently  met  by  means  of  the  poor  law ; and  I also  believe  that  its  ad- 
ministration is  secured  from  abuses  by  the  co-operation  of  Mr.  Hildebrand,  agent  to 
the  proprietor,  Lord  Sligo,  who  resides  on  the  island  and  knoAVS  every  resident. 

From  Boffin  we  proceeded  to  Clare  Island,  Avhere  we  spent  a day.  _ My  own 
observation  has  confirmed  the  report  already  made  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  as  to 
the  condition  of  this  island,  and  forwarded  in  my  letter  of  the  8th.  The  island 
appears  to  me  to  be  in  course  of  cultivation  to  an  extent  equal  to  that  of  former 
years ; but  I am  disposed  to  think  that  though  much  land  has  been  tilled  and 
manured,  but  little  has  been  sown  with  corn  or  planted  with  potatoes.  . The 
poverty  of  the  inhabitants  has  prevented  their  procuring  seed  ; but  their  desire  to 
provide  for  the  wants  of  next  year,  and  the  repeated  advice  of  their  clergymen, 
have  induced  them  to  prepare  the  land  in  hopes  of  obtaining  a gratuitous  supply 
of  seed.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  from  the  appearance  of  the  island,  that  many 
of  them  in  receipt  of  relief  from  the  rates  have  continued  in  occupation  of  some 
of  their  land,  and  have  employed  themselves  in  its  cultivation  instead  of  being 
eno-aged  in  breaking  stones.  These  two  abuses  I have  applied  myself  to  correct, 
since  I have  been  here,  and  I have  no  doubt,  with  success.  An  intelligent,  and 


Castlebar  and 
Westport  Unions. 
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I believe  upright  person,  named  Vanston,  has  been  appointed  relieving  officer- 
and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  enabling  him  to  remain  on  the  island  as 
much  as  possible.  A more  strict  attention  has  also  been  paid  to  the  working- 
parties,  and  a larger  amount  of  work  has  been  performed  during  the  last  month 
than  for  any  previous  part  of  the  year.  And  in  order  more  efficiently  to  conduct 
this  branch,  I intend  that  a person  shall  be  sent  to  the  island  as  overseer  and 
assistant  relieving  officer,  in  whom  more  confidence  can  be  placed  than  in  the 
person  now  employed.  By  these  means,  I believe  the  orders  under  which  relief 
should  be  administered  may  be  carried  out ; but  it  is  right  to  add,  that  the  diffi- 
culties already  experienced  will  still  continue  to  be  felt.  These  result  in  some 
measure  from  the  circumstances  of  the  island.  It  is  the  property  of  a siim-le 
proprietor,  Sir  Samuel  O’Malley,  a gentleman  in  very  embarrassed  circumstances. 
Very  little  rent  has  been  paid  on  it  for  some  years;  and  I believe  almost  all  the 
defaulting  tenants . have  surrendered  their  holdings,  but  been  permitted  to 
re-occupy  their  houses.  Finding  themselves  undisturbed,  and  likely  to  continue 
so,  (for  the  proprietor  is  not  in  a position  to  take  the  land  into  his  own  hands, 
and  can  get  no  tenant  to  rent  it  as  long  as  the  present  tenantry  remain,)  they 
have  exerted  themselves  to  dig  and  manure  as  much  of  their  land  as  possible, 
trusting  to  the  chance  of  getting  seed  gratuitously,  and  being  supported  until  har- 
vest by  the  rates.  The  inquiries  of  the  relieving  officer  as  to  occupation,  are  met 
by  an  allegation  of  surrender,  supported  in  many  cases  by  a certificate  to  the  same 
effect  from  Sir  William  O’Malley  (eldest  son  of  Sir  Samuel) ; whilst  the  rundale 
system  of  holding  land,  which  prevails  in  a most  complicated  manner  in  the. 
island,  renders  personal  observation  as  to  the  feet  of  occupancy  almost  im- 
possible. There  is  scarcely  one  man  whose  land  adjoins  his  house,  and  most  of 
the  aiable  land  is  held  in  small  lots  of  a quarter  or  half  an  acre,  and  so 
intermixed,  that  it  is  very  easy  to  mislead  on  the  question  of  ownership.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  in  the  case  of  this  island,  the  Vice-Guardians  can  never 
feel  confident  that  the  provisions  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  Extension  Act  are 
duly  enforced.  . These  causes  are  now  producing  great  suffering  among  the 
people..  It  is  impossible  for  Vice-Guardians  to  afford  relief  against  a strong 
conviction  that  the  parties  are  in  occupation  of  land;  and  yet,  in  so  limited  a 
district,  it  is  difficult  for  the  poor  (who  have  no  other  house  than  their  own  to 
go  to,  and  have  already  dug  and  manured  some  of  their  land)  to  establish  the 
fact  that  they  have  ceased  to  occupy.  In  cases  where  there  appears  a doubt,  I 
have  advised  the  Vice-Guardians  to  offer  the  workhouse.  I feel  very  much  for 
these  poor  people;  they  have  shown  the  strongest  wish  to  help  themselves, 
they  have  done  all  in  their  power  to  secure  their  own  support;  but  every 
effort  they  have  made  appears  likely  to  be  lost  for  want  of  assistance  they 
might  naturally  expect  from  their  landlord.  I shall  endeavour  to  interest  the 
society  of  Friends  on  their  behalf,  and  to  procure  a renewal  of  the  relief 
to  the  school  children,,  which  has,  unfortunately,  been  for  the  last  fortnight 
withdrawn.  The  medical  officer  who  accompanied  me  will  send  in  a report  of 
the  sanitary  state  of  the  island,  which,  on  receipt,  I will  transmit  to  you.  I 
fear  there  is  much  sickness,,  and  am  sorry  to  say  there  is  no  medical  man  in 
any  part  of  the  electoral  division.  If  you  think  it  right  to  adopt  my  recom- 
mendation on  the  last  minutes,  and  direct  the  Vice-Guardians  to  appoint  a 
medical  officer  under  the  fifth  section  of  the  Extension  Act,  I think  the  benefits 
will  be  materially  felt  in  these  islands;  and  the  expense  of  travelling  will  not  be 
much,  as  the  revenue  cutters  have  been  offered  by  their  commanders  for  this 
service. 

. ,Th?  C,aIm  ,st?te  of  the  weather  detained  me  longer  in  these  islands  than  I had 
intended,  and  has  produced  some  arrears  in  my  correspondence. 


Mr.  Bourke  to  the  Commissioners: — May  14,  1848. 

, TT  ■*.  HAJE  *be  honour  to  forward  the  report  from  the  medical  officer  of  West- 
nf +1  m,°nA°  wblcb  I alluded  in  my  last  letter  of  the  11th,  upon  the  condition 
o tne  inhabitants  of  the  islands  comprising  the  electoral  division  of  Clare  Island. 

stated  in  my  letter  the  steps  I should  recommend  for  meeting  the  evils  stated 
,7  e medical  officer  as  existing  in  Clare  Island  itself ; and  have  only  to  add,  that 
f ® vme-Uuardians  will  immediately  take  measures  for  securing  a supply  of  salt 
lor  the  use  of  the  poor. 
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Enclosure. 

Report  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Islands  of  Boffin,  Shark,  and  Clare. 


Castlebar  and 
Westport  Unions, 


Westport,  May  12,  1848. 

Boffin  and  Shark. 

Fever,  which  I learned  had  recently  prevailed  to  a great  extent,  lias  considerably 
abated  in  those  islands,  both  in  the  number  of  cases  and  frequency  of  relapse ; there 
are,  however,  a good  many  cases  in  Shark  of  a mild  character,  which,  particularly  among  the 
destitute,  are  followed  frequently  by  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  and  subsequent  dropsical  effusion 
of  the  lower  extremities.  I have  found  several  cases  of  each  of  these  diseases.  Scrofulous 
disease,  manifested  by  ulcers  and  glandular  enlargements,  are  of  frequent  occurrence. 

But  notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of  those  affections,  I feel  warranted  in  stating  that 
the  present  sanitary  condition  of  those  islands  is  not  unusually  bad — the  extreme  desti- 
tution under  which  many  of  then1  inhabitants  are  suffering  being  duly  considered. 

To  the  vigilant  attention  bestowed  by  Mr.  Hildebrand  (Lord  Sligo’s  agent  at  Boffin)  on 
the  people,  I believe  is  mainly  attributable  the  absence  of  diseases  in  worse  forms  than  at 
present  prevail. 

Clare  Island. 

This  island-  having  been  represented  as  being  in  a state  of  extreme  destitution,  and  con- 
sequent suffering  from  disease,  I made  minute  inquiries  and  personal  examination  into  the 
sanitary  condition  of  its  people. 

The  result  of  my  investigation  has  painfully  confirmed  the  truthfulness  of  the  repre- 
sentations which  had  reached  me.  Of  fever  there  are  not,  indeed,  many  cases,  but 
cutaneous  diseases,  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  and  dropsy,  prevail  to  a very  great  extent ; the 
latter  disease  (particularly  amongst  the  young)  in  some  of  its  worst  forms. 

The  mortality  of  this  island  has  been,  and  must  be  for  some  time  to  come,  very  great ; 
the  appearance  of  some,  especially  the  children,  is  wretchedly  miserable  and  squalid. 

I deem  it  proper  to  mention  a fact  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Hamill,  the  district 
inspector  of  national  schools,  viz.,  the  want  of  salt— a privation  which  must  be  productive 
of  many  evils. 

I have  prescribed  for  a vast  number,  and  intend  forwarding  the  necessary  medicines 
(compounded)  to  the  relieving  officer,  with  the  necessary  directions  for  then-  proper 
distribution. 

T.  Hamilton  Burke,  Felloio  R.  C.  Surgeons,  £e. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — May  20,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  14th  instant,  transmitting  a report  from  the  medical  officer  of 
Westport  Union,  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  com- 
prising the  Clare  Island  electoral  division;  and  I am  to  inform  you  that  the 
Commissioners  will  direct  the  appointment  of  a medical  officer  for  Boffin  and 
Clare  Islands,  under  the  5th  section  of  the  Temporary  Poor  Relief  Extension 
Act. 
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Castlebar  Union. 


See  Gtli  Series, 
page  544. 


See  however  page 
46,  6th  Series — 
Ballinrobe  Union. 


CASTLEBAR  UNION. 


Continuation  of  Correspondence  between  the  Earl  of  Lucan  and  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  or  their  Solicitor,  on  the  subject  of  Poor  Rates. 

The  Earl  of  Lucan  to  Mr.  O’Donel  : — February  15,  1848. 

In  my  letter  of  the  29tli  ultimo  I expressed  my  intention  of  immediately 
repairing  to  Ireland,  at  whatever  inconvenience,  to  endeavour  to  arrange  ami- 
cably and  speedily  the  poor  rate  claims  you  have  been  instructed  to  enforce 
against  me ; having  realized  that  intention,  your  reply  of  the  7tli  instant  only 
reached  me  last  evening.  You  observe  that  you  believe  the  language  used  by 
me  respecting  the  acts  and  intentions  of  the  officers  connected  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  this  Union  to  be  undeserved. 
I confined  my  remarks,  as  much  as  possible,  to  facts  in  refutation  of  the  obser- 
vations made  by  you ; and  I can  assure  you,  that  to  me  it  was  a source  of  regret 
to  find  myself  compelled  to  make  charges  so  severe,  and  in  language  so  strong ; 
but  I thought  then,  as  I think  now,  that  the  unjustifiable  attack  upon  my  pro- 
perty and  my  character,  which  it  is  attempted  to  assail,  did  not  permit  me  to 
express  myself  differently.  You  state  that  the  law  does  not  sanction  an  arbitra- 
tion, or  rather  reference,  such  as  I proposed.  Now,  so  long  as  you  do  not  con- 
tradict my  assertion,  that  with  Mr.  Lynch,  of  Partrey,  that  course  was  adopted, 
and  sanctioned  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners — and  I can  name  other  cases 
where  compromises  have  been  allowed — I must  doubt  your  authority. 

As  you  declare  that  you  knew  nothing  of  the  injustice  of  the  demands  you  arc 
endeavouring  to  enforce  against  me,  I am  sorry  to  have  used  the  expression  I did. 
I must  however  in  my  own  justification  state,  that  the  notoriety  of  the  fact,  and 
the  circumstance  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  being  your  own  clerk,  would  not 
allow  me  to  suppose  that  what  was  known  to  everybody  else  was  unknown  to 
you,  the  law  adviser  of  the  paid  Guardians.  And  you  say,  that  opposed  to  my 
statements  of  the  injustice  is  the  fact,  that  I did  not  deem  it  proper  to  have  re- 
course to  the  quarter  sessions  for  protection  and  redress.  To  no  one  better  than 
myself  can  it  be  known,  that  no  protection  or  redress  of  that  or  any  other  sort 
has  been  open  to  me.  At  the  time  of  the  quarter  sessions,  £228  2,v.  2 d.  only  had 
been  demanded.  I had  paid  £150  10, v.  3f/.,  a sum  exceeding  by  £12  2s.  my  just 
liabilities ; and  I had  had  furnished  to  Mr.  Lccky,  by  his  desire  the  particulars 
of  every  objected  item.  Subsequent  to  the  commencement  of  the  sessions,  a 
further  demand,  without  particulars,  was  made  for  £262  10$.  2c?. ; and  you,  only 
six  days  later,  on  the  12th  January  called  upon  me  to  pay  £692  4s.  2d.,  adding 
that  the  particulars  had  been  furnished  to  my  agent,  a statement  quite  contrary 
to  fact;  and  when  only  £339  19$.  Id.  of  the  gross  sum  demanded  remained  un- 
paid, my  agents  at  first  assisted  by  myself,  have  by  search,  with  much  labour 
made  out  the  particulars  of  the  first  two  demands,  and  there  appear  to  be  upwards 
of  1,100  cases  of  objection  in  this  Union  alone.  In  the  different  Unions  where 
my  estates  are  situate,  they  cannot  fall  short  of  2,000.  Could  any  solicitor  pre- 
pare 2,000  appeals  in  the  time  ? and  mine,  as  you  know,  was  confined  to  his  bed, 
and  his  life  despaired  of.  The  law  requires  recognizances  being  entered  into  by 
the  appellant  himself,  not  his  agent,  aud  in  Ireland.  I was  at  the  time  attending 
Parliament  in  England ; — how  could  I enter  into  2,000  recognizances  ? The  law 
does  not  make  it  sufficient  to  discharge  myself,  by  showing  that  I was  not  liable. 
I must  discover,  in  each  of  the  2,000  cases,  where  the  rated  property  lay,  to 
whom  it  legally  belonged,  and  by  whom  and  by  what  term  it  was  occupied,  and 
all  the  parties  interested  should  be  served  with  a fourteen  days’  notice.  Such  is 
the  law  which,  you  say,  offered  me  protection  and  redress  against  demands, 
without  particulars,  of  which  the  greater  part  was  only  made  during  and  subse- 
quent to  the  sessions,  where  these  2,000  appeals  were  to  be  fought ; besides 
which,  what  sane  man  would  embark  in  such  endless  and  fruitless  litigation? 
What ! fight  2,000  cases  with  parties  of  whose  liabilities  I must  be  most  imper- 
fectly acquainted,  and  perhaps  with  paupers,  at  a cost  that  the  profits  of  my  Irish 
property  could  not  meet.  If  to  you  it  shall  appear  differently,  to  the  public  it 
will  be  manifest  that  in  my  case  at  least  an  appeal  to  the  quarter  sessions  is  a 
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mockery,  and  that  the  law  offered  to  me  no  protection  or  redress  whatever  Castlebar  Union, 
against  the  extraordinary  demands  insisted  upon  by  the  paid  Guardians,  who 
themselves  created  the  difficulty  and  injustice  by  positively  preferring  a valuation 
condemned  and  discarded,  and  notoriously  fallacious  and  false,  to  one  revised,  and 
it  is  to  be  supposed  correct.  Sincere  in  my  wish  to  effect  the  object  of  my  long 
journey,  I have  repeated  to  the  paid  Guardians  my  desire  to  refer.  I cannot 
allow  myself  to  believe  that  those  gentlemen  will  refuse  to  settle  amicably  these 
claims,  and  that  in  the  discharge  of  a public  duty  they  will  persist  in  the  harass- 
ing litigation  with  which  you  continue  to  threaten  me — a course  so  oppressive 
to  me,  and  so  costly  to  the  Union,  whose  affairs  they  are  appointed  to  administer, 
and  whose  funds  they  are  bound  to  economize. 


Mr.  O’Donel  to  the  Earl  of  Lucan  : — February  18,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship’s  letter  of 
the  15th  instant.  I have,  by  this  post,  submitted  it  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Guardians  of  the  Castlebar  Union. 


The  Clerk  of  the  Union  to  the  Earl  of  Lucan  -.—February  15,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Guardians  to  forward  to  your  lordship  the  following 
copy  minute  from  their  proceedings  on  the  14th  instant : — 

Minute. 

The  Vice-Guardians  have  received  the  following  letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Lucan,  viz. : — 

Castlebar,  February  14, 1848. 

Gentlemen,  , . 

Though  only  arrived  on  Saturday  evening  last  I have  already  investigated 
the  claims  against  me  for  rates  to  this  Union.  I find  that  the  payments  are 
short  £8  5s.  10 \d. ; and  I have  directed  that  the  amount  shall  be  paid  to  the 
rate  collector  this  day.  , ... 

Being  most  anxious  to  arrange  all  demands  on  the  part  of  the  Union  amicably 
and  speedily,  I beg  to  propose,  that  you  should  depute  some  competent  person 
to  examine  closely  with  me  every  item,  when  I shall  explain  each  and  every 
cause  of  objection,  and  where  the  objections  are  ill-founded  (if  any)  be  prepared 
to  concede  them,  and  discharge  the  amount. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

To  the  Vice-Guardians,  Castlebar  Union.  Lucan. 

Resolved— That  having  entrusted  to  the  hands  of  their  solicitor  the  recovery 
of  the  poor’s  rate  alluded  to  in  the  above  letter,  the  Vice-Guardians  do  not  feel 
themselves  in  a position  to  interfere  in  the  manner  suggested  by  his  lordship. 

The  clerk  is  directed  to  forward  to  the  Earl  of  Lucan  a copy  of  the  above 
minute. 


Mr.  O’Donel  to  the  Earl  of  Lucan  : — March  20, 1848. 

I have  been  instructed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Westport  Union  to 
apply  to  your  lordship  for  payment  of  the  rates  applotted  upon  you  in  that  Union ; 
and  to  state,  that  unless  the  amount  due  be  paid,  I shall  be  obliged  to  institute 

le?our°lordship  will,  I am  sure,  admit  that  hitherto  I have  not  acted  with  any 
deo-ree  of  precipitation ; and  that  if  expense  of  a serious  amount  be  now  incurred, 
I at  least  cannot  be  considered  to  blame,  except,  perhaps,  in  so  far  as  I omitted 
to  obey  my  instructions  more  promptly. 


Mr.  O’Donel  to  the  Earl  of  Lucan: — April  6, 1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge.  the  receipt  of  your  lordship’s  letter 
of  the  31st*  ultimo,  in  reply  to  my  application  on  the  part  of  the  Westport 
Guardians,  to  whom  I have  forwarded  your  lordship’s  letter. 

* This  letter  has  not  been  received  by  the  Commissioners. 
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\_In  continuation  of  similar  Series  in  Sixth  Series  of  Poor  Law  Correspondence  of 
the  present  Session .] 


STATEMENT  (pp.  195-219)  showing  for  each  Poor  Law  Union  in  Ireland,— 

I. — The  Average  Numbers  of  Destitute  Persons  Relieved  in  the  Work-  ' 
house,  and  out  of  the  Workhouse,  during  the  Months  of  April,  May, 
and  June  respectively. 

II.  The  Expenses  of  eachMonth,  distinguishing  the  Cost  of  In-Maintenance, 

of  Out-Relief,  and  of  all  other  Expenses. 

III. — The  Progress  of  the  Collection  of  Poor  Rate  during  each  Month, 

compared  with  the  Expenses  of  the  Month. 

IV.  The  Financial  Condition  at  the  close  of  each  Month,  the  State  of  the 

Balance  on  the  Treasurer’s  Account,  and  the  Amount  of  Liabilities 
to  Contractors  or  others,  exclusive  of  any  sum  due  to  Her  Majesty’s 
Government,  on  account  of  Building  Loans  or  other  Advances. 

V.— A Comparative  Summary  of  the  Collection  and  Expenses  of  the  Seven 
Months,  from  1st  October,  1847,  to  30th  April,  1848. 

YI Comparative  Summary  of  the  Collection  and  Expenses  of  the  Eight 

Months,  from  1st  October,  1847,  to  31st  May,  1848. 

YH< x Comparative  Summary  of  the  Collection  and  Expenses  of  the  Nine 

Months,  from  1st  October,  1847,  to  30th  June,  1848. 
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FINANCIAL  RETURN,  APRIL,  1848. 


PROVINCE  OP  ULSTER. 


Names  of  Uni 

sis; 

Number 

furivMch 

Numbers  ro 
April 

creel  dur 
18-18. 

- 

** 

isos  of  Belief  iliiri 

g April, 

a-18- 

State 

f Collection  during  April 
1848. 

a 

Number 

rsr 

ir" 

with  llm 

Amount 

‘Sr 

Out-rvlk-f 
ilunuc  the 

"S' 

S 

Mnlutc* 

Relief. 

0. 

other  Kx- 

‘ 

if 

Hole  eul- 

# 

'r™ 

uncut  tect- 

County  Antrim  : 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

.i. 

d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

4.9,168 

1,030 

833 

833 

1-69 

227 

480 

0 

3 

Ballycastle 

26.0120 

340 

429 

429 

1-64 

150 

146 

296 

0 

1,092 

1,092 

228 

Ballymena 

74,022 

1,150 

931 

1,220 

2,151 

•2-9 

■100 

101 

216 

717 

0 

1,854 

1,811 

705 

Ballymonoy 

411,812 

731 

987 

1,718 

3-.V2 

196 

79 

119 

394 

0 

1* 

•168 

511 

321 

2->67 

Belfast 

100,9.92 

2,1150 

2,850 

2-82 

1,000 

936 

1,936 

0 

n 

1,985 

1,984 

1,045 

38,758 

980 

1-44 

152 

1-15 

297 

459 

Lisburn  . 

7o,444 

1,450 

822 

822 

108 

2U7 

- 

181 

468 

0 

1 

90 

90 

368 

63 

County  Armagh  : 

Armagh  . 

110,408 

'1,300 

1,148 

1,389 

2-29 

294 

107 

387 

708 

0 

l 

2,823 

2,319 

22 

L“s"  • 

. 71,128 

1,512 

1,017 

1,017 

1-43 

371 

233 

607 

0 

id 

688 

691 

20 

4,226 

1 County  Cavan : 

Bailieborough 

4.9,385 

1,114 

1.038 

4,457 

5,495 

11-11 

366 

626 

112 

1,104 

0 

r, 

9911 

1,175 

.914 

Cavan* 

97.271 

1,950 

1,625 

7,632 

9,257 

9-51 

681 

620 

568 

1.869 

3.1 

200 

234 

4)3 

1,663 

Cootebill* . 

07,178 

1,000 

881 

5,583 

0,404 

9-62 

249 

495 

489 

1,233 

0 

2,145 

2,132 

1,499 

5,758 

I County  Donegal: 

Ballyshannon 

43,403 

070 

707 

1,259 

1,966 

4-52 

188 

m 

1.002 

0 

4} 

291 

424 

422 

1,001 

Donegal  . 

41,371 

550 

541 

129 

333 

0 

5 

1,091! 

Dunfanagliy 

18,571 

300 

268 

268 

1-44 

86 

105 

191 

0 

336 

293 

151 

43,571 

GOO 

466 

4,069 

A 

592 

Inishowen 

43,569 

600 

411 

961 

2-20 

15(1 

0 

1,223 

335 

2,004 

Letterkenny 

23.921 

920 

402 

_ 

1-5.5 

123 

0 

1J 

’ll  9 

150 

2119 

Milford  . 

38,108 

430 

288 

1,890 

335 

342 

4911 

333 

Stranorlar 

25,786 

■160 

332 

- 

332 

1-28 

145 

~ 

75 

220 

0 

ik 

279 

414 

400 

1,026 

County  Dow 

Banbridpe 

87,323 

1,350 

1,202 

1,070 

739 

231 

4,138 

Downpatrick 

74,938 

1,060 

704 

70t 

287 

0 

(>t 

304 

1,651 

Kilkeel  . 

28,638 

390 

257 

1.92 

449 

0 

if 

246 

52 

1,15.5 

2,053 

781 

0 

If 

641 

4,045 

Is  ewtownarda 

582 

- 

582 

0-96 

216 

131 

347 

0 

°i 

942 

943 

805 

6,961 

1 Co.  Fermanagh  : 

Enniskillen* 

81,534 

1,270 

1,171 

4,155 

1,248 

0 

3+ 

1,273 

1,137 

1,746 

3,472 

37,920 

904 

818 

316 

0 

lit 

826 

571 

2,568 

Lowtherstown'1 

34,963 

740 

587 

2,047 

2,634 

7-53 

193 

219 

Gl 

473 

0 

25 

‘237 

290 

459 

1,336 

Co.  Londonderry  : 

Coleraine  . 

52,704 

9G0 

630 

030 

1-19 

151 

365 

0 

1 

.550 

819 

101 

1,776 

Londonderry 

64,740 

1,100 

897 

1,747 

2,644 

4-08 

334 

490 

1,311 

0 

987 

987 

J ,417 

2,248 

Maghorafelt 

80,816 

1,140 

882 

1,655 

204 

98 

39  G 

0 

it 

230 

391 

711 

Newtownlimavady  . 

39,058 

890 

480 

488 

1-24 

122 

72 

194 

0 

ot 

365 

365 

03 

3,095 

Co.  Monaouan  : 

Carrickmncross 

39,729 

650 

643 

700 

220 

133 

549 

0 

27 

167 

122 

544 

6,229 

Castleblaney 

58,945 

1,220 

765 

2,276 

3,041 

5-15 

241 

466 

894 

0 

364 

422 

1,244 

Clones 

42,320 

850 

820 

2,1)80 

6-80 

325 

244 

() 

3i 

1.290 

1,298 

Monaghan 

69,959 

1,076 

878 

870 

1-25 

292 

250 

542 

0 

1} 

369 

373 

County  Tyrone: 

Castled  erg 

21,368 

570 

375 

96 

_ 

150 

246 

0 

2* 

50 

51 

1 

234 

Cloglier  . 

39,800 

700 

620 

1,695 

492 

0 

219 

Cookstown 

46,455 

600 

573 

0 

if 

185 

11)4 

576 

Dungannon 

70,000 

990 

928 

556 

0 

U 

343 

503 

18,747 

428 

141 

0 

1 

63 

63 

Omagh 

69,099 

1,104 

934 

2,G60 

188 

728 

0 

2* 

1,877 

1,463 

Strabane  . 

58,883 

960 

786 

1,627 

2,413 

409 

397 

179 

133 

709 

0 

2 

200 

202 

Total  Ulster  . 

2,362,132 

41,717 

33,115 

58,556 

31,671 

3-88 

11,483 

5,594 

9,542 

26,619 

0 

ii 

28,888 

29,642 

23,946 

110,432 

Total  for  March  . 

2,362,132 

41,339 

36,026 

60,761 

96,787 

4-10 

12,323 

6,038 

11,616 

30,011 

0 

21 

33,749 

33,893 

39,358 

126,434 

» Cay  ax — Vioe-GuudUnj  appointed  £th  December,  1847.  h Coomnon.— ' Vice-Guardians  eppointed  17tU  February,  1848. 
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AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

Financial  Return,  April,  1848 — continued. 

PROVINCE  OF  ULSTER. 


Difference  liotween 
tho  Collection  & Ex- 
penses of  April,  1848. 

Financial  condit 

ion  at  tho  close  of 

Summary  of  Collection  and  Expenses  during  tlio  seven  months. 

September,  1847,  to  the  eloso  of  April,  1848. 

, from  29th 

N.UIES  OF  UNIONS. 

c27., 

31 

gS°£L 

.Against 

dueling  (he 
balance  In 
Tm  aurcr’i 

Net  amount 
of  money 
■ r h 

after  do- 
ducting  the 

muntlu. 

mouths. 

(lie  entire 
VtdunUoa. 

the  entire 
Valuation. 

sa. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

a.  d. 

S.  d. 

£ 

County  Antrim  : 

_ 

480 

1,455 

_ 

_ 

9.51 

6,300 

3,89.9 

2,401 

0 91 

100,611 

Antrim. 

1,280 

1,143 

2,079 

•2,161 

82 

1 01 

1 1 

39,160 

Ballvenstlc. 

629 

6,214 

4,127 

2,087 

- 

0 10! 

97,492 

499 

2,754 

1,963 

73.086 

4!) 

970 

1,655 

1 13.829 

15,573 

271.915 

Belfast. 

840 

539 

2,891 

1,944 

1,744  j 

72.437 

■ " 

378 

“ 

52/ 

836 

“ 

4,127 

3,561 

566 

0 7j 

0 6.} 

136,307 

Lisburn. 

County  Armagh  : 

2,035 

_ 

4,131 

_ 

_ 

3,326 

11,412 

6,075 

5.337 

_ 

0 81 
1 6 

174,572 

Armagh. 

“ 

671 

45 

" 

10,028 

7,0-17 

2,981 

92,682 

Lurgan. 

County  Cavan  : 

_ 

106 

502 

_ 

982 

_ 

8,905 

5,507 

8,478 

52,156 

Bailieborough. 

1,669 

2,844 

103 

16,313 

12,530 

3,783 

1 111 

] 27.282 

813 

" 

1,886 

667 

7,658 

6,120 

1,538 

2 1* 

1 7$ 

73,490 

Cootehill. 

County  Donegal  : 

_ 

711 

2,246 

1,426 

6,639 

3,575 

3,064 

51.435 

Ballviliannon. 

435 

1,353 

109 

3,655 

1,864 

2 3J 

31,639 

145 

213 

10 

610 

891 

281 

10,543 

Dunlanaghy. 

110 

350 

2,143 

3,680 

16,330 

715 

1,209 

820 

2,642 

1,464 

1,170 

36,607 

Iiiislioiveu. 

.91 

53 

1,82.9 

2,269 

440 

31,835 

Lutterlroiniy. 

253 

448 

1 

2,069 

2,138 

31,377 

5!) 

896 

- 

718 

2,303 

1,061 

1,242 

- 

1 6J 

0 8» 

29,402 

Striiuoi'ltu-. 

County  Down  : 

61 

_ 

707 

92 

6,794 

4,834 

1,960 

1 1 ' 

123,970 

Banbndge. 

no 

3,081 

2,067 

4,33.5 

2,747 

1,588 

Downpatrick. 

176 

69 

236 

1,305 

1,138 

167 

0 81 

36,931 

Kilkeel. 

140 

863 

.5,113 

595 

" 

- 

506 

934 

- 

4,237 

3,313 

924 

0 81 

0 6jf  ■ 

118,469 

Newtownards. 

Countt  Persia  nag  it: 

25 

332 

9,357 

5,373 

3,984 

0 101  i 

.06,108 

Enniskillen. 

510 

.2,015 

2,190 

Lisnaskea. 

" 

236 

74 

" 

122 

5,182 

4,347 

835 

- 

2 

1 113 

43,914 

LowtherstoWn. 

Co.  Londonderry: 

185 

968 

3,249 

_ 

76,410 

Coleraine. 

324 

2.92 

5,340 

5,563 

223 

0 11? 

0 119 

Londonderry. 

166 

1,226 

991 

2,619 

1 5 

0 8} 

Magherafelt. 

171 

785 

- 

“ 

560 

3,005 

2,224 

781 

0 10 

0 8 

In  ewtownliinavady. 

County  Monaghan  : 

382 

645 

328 

4,872 

3,133 

1,739 

_ 

2 1* 

1 53 

46,3-25 

Carrickmacross. 

530 

9 

2,348 

7,373 

6,053 

1,320 

2 3 

Castlehlauey. 

3,575 

839 

1 7} 

173 

4,220 

3,760 

8,936 

3,443 

5,493 

" 

1 lOj 

0 8? 

94,431 

Monaghan. 

County  Tyrone  : 

1,143 

213 

1 2} 

1 oi 

21,790 

Castlederg. 

702 

' 4,053 

2,985 

1,068 

0 41 

Clogher. 

386 

2,226 

2,125 

101 

o oj 

3,688 

921 

1 oi 

0 91 

Dungannon. 

693 

370 

0 101 

7,136 

4,620 

2,516 

1 10? 

1 4 

75,354 

Omagh. 

509 

4,312 

3,539 

8,031 

4,106 

3,925 

1 llj 

1 0 

fi  trail  one. 

9,668 

7,399 

46,849 

1,033 

14,874 

25,852 

230,692 

166,654 

67,975 

3,937 

1 41 

1 0 

3,320,133 

Total  Ulsibr. 

10,838 

7,100 

41,092 

894 

15,267 

23,644 

“ 

“ 

’3,320,133 

Total  for  March. 

c Enniskillen. — Vioe-Goardians  appointed  lltli  March,  1848. 

4 LOwtheestown. — Elected  Gunrdiana  at  the  clOBe  Of  March  succeeded  the  Vice-Guardians,  who ' 


i appointed  18th  Soptemher,  1847. 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Financial  Return,  April,  1848 — continued. 
PROVINCE  OF  MUNSTER. 


Names  op  Unions. 

PQP-Ktkm 

Numbers  relieved  during 
April,  18-18. 

Expenses  of  Boliof  during  April,  1 

48. 

Statoo 

Collcotio 

184 

1 during  April, 

j*r  which 

ar 

tvorufiC 

level!  to 
each^ldO 

— 

S' 

H 

xpenaefl. 

VS? 

on'jl.o' 

#!- 

vlth^tlin 
win  l'our 

|S? 

umUech 
the  cloeo 

County  Clark : 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Ennis  . • 

77,040 

1,200 

1,110 

18,738 

19,85G 

25-50 

343 

2,145 

681 

3,169 

0 v.i 

691 

666 

2,623 

2,296 

Ennistymon4  , 

49,935 

700 

787 

14,424 

15,211 

30-46 

257 

1,6G0 

162 

2,079 

0 7i 

140 

550 

452 

14,674 

Kilrusli1*  . 

0-2,353 

1,330 

1,255 

13,523 

14,778 

17-94 

876 

1,443 

196 

2,015 

0 8 

689 

689 

565 

6,788 

Scttriffe  . , 

53,5G3 

2,300 

1,095 

17,205 

19,100 

35-65 

GG5 

1,783 

718 

3,166 

1 5 

952 

1,452 

2,0G0 

5,881 

County  Cork : 

Bandon  . . 

01,772 

2,075 

1,924 

- 

1,924 

2-35 

485 

- 

270 

755 

0 li 

504 

442 

3,023 

2,177 

Bantry4  . . 

56.1G5 

976 

80G 

6,785 

7,651 

13-62 

•270 

660 

239 

1,109 

0 6} 

5114 

1,467 

781 

1,109 

Cork  . . . 

15G.G57 

4,550 

3,599 

- 

3,599 

2-29 

982 

- 

1,291 

2,273 

0 li 

5,132 

5,132 

2,0G1 

13,277 

D unmanway  . 

30,527 

875 

812 

3,114 

3,920 

1286 

200 

296 

276 

772 

0 4.} 

237 

237 

715 

1,264 

Fermoy  . 

92,353 

1,160 

1,300 

12,850 

14,158 

15-33 

277 

902 

468 

1,647 

0 2i 

1.-202 

1,255 

1,086 

2,690 

Kanturk" . • 

05,561 

1,705 

1,G44 

13,702 

15.34G 

17-93 

404 

99  3 

646 

2,043 

0 4i 

1,793 

1,793 

1,723 

20,546 

Kinsale  . 

41,342 

1,250 

1,088 

- 

1,088 

2-63 

339 

- 

209 

548 

o 13 

222 

222 

283 

1,031 

Mactoom  . 

58,010 

1,250 

1,292 

6,105 

7,397 

12-57 

317 

588 

170 

1,075 

0 2} 

2,054 

1,721 

1,188 

10,567 

Mallow  . . 

63,202 

1,450 

1,071 

- 

1,071 

1-69 

292 

- 

456 

748 

0 li 

481 

525 

653 

1,322 

Midlcton  . . 

70,428 

2,686 

2,316 

- 

2,316 

2-95 

738 

- 

691 

1,432 

0 2} 

664 

664 

1,032 

4,373 

Skibbereen  . 

104,508 

2,250 

2,053 

6,246 

8,299 

7-94 

G01 

922 

466 

1,989 

o 43 

1,815 

1,750 

1,802 

3,692 

County  Kerry: 

Cahirciveonf  . 

30,838 

1,210 

1,077 

3,169 

4,246 

13-74 

304 

351 

97 

752 

0 7.1 

208 

208 

445 

1,123 

Dingle®  . , 

35,512 

- 

•- 

10,063 

10,063 

28-33 

- 

1,144 

+100 

1,244 

0 10.1 

*- 

1,300 

- 

- 

Kenmares  . 

33.65G 

1,060 

1,058 

4,106 

5,1  G4 

15-34 

305 

572 

133 

1,010 

o 93 

115 

114 

251 

1,325 

Killamey , . 

53,345 

1,750 

1,231 

10.75G 

11,987 

22-47 

34G 

1,207 

92 

1,645 

0 43 

201 

201 

407 

1,042 

Listowcl  . , 

70.75G 

1,096 

1,132 

12,552 

13,684 

17-37 

481 

1,702 

367 

2,610 

0 Oi 

1,280 

1,295 

1,445 

1,993 

Traloo  . . 

56,151 

1,946 

1,532 

4,051 

6,383 

11-36 

541 

505 

296 

1,342 

0 33 

57 

343 

357 

2,868 

County  Lduoick  : 

Kilmallock  . , 

75,687 

1,300 

1,225 

15,937 

17,102 

22-70 

419 

1,431 

250 

2,100 

0 23 

213 

421 

346 

20,713 

Limerick . , 

132,067 

3,450 

2,503 

8,614 

11,117 

8-41 

675 

1,243 

1,213 

3,131 

0 33 

1,924 

2,431 

4,060 

11,005 

Newcastle11  . 

GO, 007 

775 

767 

18.5G9 

19,336 

32-22 

257 

1,620 

700 

2,577 

0 53 

4,183 

3,861 

2,838 

16,118 

Ratbkeale  » 

68,174 

1,574 

1,100 

0,7-20 

9,828 

14-41 

342 

1,112 

172 

1,626 

0 3A 

548 

514 

3,175 

19,753 

Co.  Tipperary  : 

Carrick-on-Snir 

45,333 

1,140 

828 

060 

1,688 

, 3-72 

205 

77 

357 

699 

0 2 

133 

292 

970 

1,716 

CasLel  , , 

69,640 

1,475 

1,416 

10,400 

11,816 

16-96 

732 

1,358 

459 

2,549 

0 43 

948 

745 

1,754 

5,668 

Clogheen  . 

47,033 

1,200 

914 

7,512 

8,426 

17-91 

379 

550 

276 

1,205 

0 -th 

191 

191 

895 

1,571 

Clonmel  , . 

39,993 

1,900 

1,495 

3,286 

4,781 

11-95 

501 

358 

422 

1,281 

0 8J 

138 

138 

1,575 

2,471 

Nenagk  . t 

89,074 

1,700 

1,537 

11,396 

12,933 

14-36 

494 

1,062 

298 

1,854 

0 33 

919 

950 

1,799 

8,982 

Roscrea  . , 

63,016 

1,230 

1,033 

7,307 

8,405 

13-32 

380 

780 

350 

1,510 

0 34 

730 

738 

2,213 

4,731 

Thurles  . . 

71,976 

960 

1,1-25 

14,719 

15,044 

22-01 

429 

1,737 

285 

2,451 

0 54 

1,945 

1,953 

2,929 

6/104 

Tipperary  , 

79,516 

1,050 

1,066 

15,683 

16,749 

21-06 

363 

1,674 

385 

2,422 

0 4 

823 

828 

3,335 

5,358 

Co.  Waterpord: 

Dungarvaa  , 

68,642 

1,550 

1,184 

4,353 

5,537 

8-06 

308 

418 

190 

916 

0 2J 

499 

498 

1,011 

1,217 

Lismoro  , » 

38,617 

1,290 

1,167 

1,868 

3,035 

7-85 

274 

218 

325 

817 

- 

246 

246 

909 

389 

Waterford1  , , 

84,360 

1,670 

1,796 

7,406 

9,202 

10-90 

600 

757 

143 

1,500 

- 

204 

204 

906 

2,836 

Total  Munster 

2,435,347 

55,113 

48,211 

294,895 

60,121 

0 33 

33,025 

36,066 

54,947 

■217,470 

Total  for  March 

2,435,347 

53,320 

49,206 

308,518 

357,724 

14-GO 

17,184 

35,291 

17,151 

69,607 

0 4i 

47,847 

50,252 

6-2,833 

a Ewnistymon. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  20 111  Feb..  1848, 

” Kilitosh. — Vioe'-Guardiaus  appointed  11th  March,  1848. 

Scaripf . — Vico-Guardiana  appointed  28th  October,  1847. 

’ ’ — ■ -n  the  22nd  February-,  1848,  being  formed  of  Ti 


• Tho  Union  .of  Dingle  was  dcolared  oi 


4 Bawtry -Vice-Guardians  appointed  13tli  Octobor,  1847, 

• ICantuiuc. — Vico-Guardiana  appointed  10th  Nor.,  1847. 

Eloetoral  Divisions,  previously  belonging  to  Tralee  Union.  No  Workhouse 
Ejtponsos  above  given  is 
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Financial  Return,  April,  1848 — continued. 
PROVINCE  OF  MUNSTER. 


Difforonci 
tho  Collect 
penses  of  A 

i between 
ion  .Si  Ex- 
.pril,  1648. 

Finam 

al  con  t 
April, 

on  at  the  c' 
1848. 

j-  of  Collection  anti  E: 
September,  1841 

tpensoe  dui 
r,  to  the  elc 

ring  tlic  seven  months 
tse  of  April,  1848. 

, from  23th 

EXCOSB 

Excess 

^Dnlanec  atlbot  of  the  j 

Net  amount 
ducting  the 

Treasurer, 

remaining 

Rate 

Expenses 

Excess 

as: 

Amount^ 

Amount 
per  pound 
of  Expenses 

Collection 

Expenses. 

Collection. 

In  luvour 

Against 

ss 

Unions, 

- 

Expenses. 

momh";on 

STn 

r~ 

Guardians. 

Guard  hue.. 

rt. 

21. 

25. 

“““ 

s>. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  (/. 

*.  rf. 

£ 

2,478 

- 

10 

2,703 

13,952 

10,051 

- 

2,899 

2 9 

3 33 

- 

1,939 

473 

- 

3,913 

- 

6,797 

7,338 

- 

541 

2 0 

2 23 

67,406 

- 

1,326 

34 

- 

4,30G 

- 

8,301 

9,345 

- 

964 

2 93 

3 1 

59,449 

- 

2,214 

40 

- 

5,913 

- 

11,811 

12,456 

645 

5 8J 

5 7 

44,609 

_ 

251 

4,1G0 

. 

_ 

3,034 

7,501 

7,303 

198 

_ 

1 li 

l 1 1 

136,166 

- 

585 

754 

- 

4,689 

- 

4,898 

7,200 

2,302 

2 4 

3 53 

41,829 

2,85!) 

- 

8,141 

- 

- 

7,499 

27,289 

15,745 

11,544 

- 

1 S3 

0 103 

365,623 

- 

535 

2,003 

- 

- 

1,745 

5,542 

3,377 

2,1  Ga 

‘ - 

2 Gi 

1 63 

44,084 

- 

385 

5,921 

- 

- 

3,149 

21,607 

10,350 

3,257 

- 

2 93 

2 4J 

153,452 

- 

250 

1,601 

- 

2,278 

- 

19,092 

15,901 

3,991 

- 

3 9 

3 0 

106,114 

- 

326 

1,659 

- 

- 

1,449 

4,904 

3,49G 

1,408 

- 

1 33 

0 113 

73,928 

979 

- 

847 

- 

- 

58 

7,600 

5.5G1 

2,119 

- 

1 7.i 

1 2 

93,875 

- 

267 

6,384 

- 

- 

5,950 

13,472 

4,739 

8,733 

- 

2 23 

0 93 

122,708 

- 

768 

9,884 

- 

- 

8,886 

22,513 

10,284 

12,229 

- 

2 9 

1 3.1 

163,070 

- 

171 

1,773 

- 

" | 

1,106 

13,259 

10,236 

3,023 

- 

2 8.1 

2 03 

98,255 

_ 

544 

808 

. 

1,738  : 

_ 

2,704 

3,345 

- 

041 

2 23 

2 8> 

24,366 

- 

1,244 

- 

- 

_ : 

- 

- 

*1,244 

- 

*1,244 

- 

- 

29,230 

- 

895 

33 

- 

2,398 

- 

3,790 

4,909 

- 

1,119 

3 OJ 

3 113 

24,689 

- 

1,444 

- 

131 

3,978 

- 

11,623 

14,090 

- 

2,467 

2 8», 

3 31 

85,828 

- 

1,330 

560 

_ 

4,047 

- 

12,705 

16,227 

- 

3,522 

2 73 

3 &3 

97,558 

- 

1,285 

15 

- 

2,650  ! 

- 

14,682 

14,621 

61 

2 63 

2 63 

84,625 

_ 

1,887 

_ 

5 

3,939 

_ 

16,089 

13,547 

2,542 

- 

1 93 

1 6 

177,880 

- 

1,207 

7,291 

- 

- 

4,264 

30,494 

18,445 

12,049 

- 

2 113 

1 9 

206,861 

1,906 

- 

1,110 

- 

8,244 

- 

17,714 

21,978 

- 

4,264 

3 23 

4 Of 

109,499 

- 

1,078 

1,931 

- 

- 

197 

15,242 

14,800 

442 

- 

2 2J 

2 2J 

138,337 

666 

109 

1,444 

_ 

3,124 

5,224 

2,900 

- 

1 93 

1 2 

89,871 

_ 

1,601 

136 

- 

2,642 

- 

13,197 

11,789 

1,408 

- 

2 03 

1 93 

130,293 

1,014 

306 

- 

579 

- 

6,616 

6,741 

- 

125 

2 13 

2 li 

62,760 

_ 

1,143 

1,008 

- 

101 

- 

7,749 

7,677 

72 

- 

1 83 

1 83 

91,108 

_ 

935 

263 

-• 

2,675 

- 

14,835 

13,440 

1,395 

- 

2 53 

2 23 

119,802 

_ 

780 

1,511 

_ 

•_ 

1 

11,069 

7,818 

3,251 

- 

2 2 

1 61 

102,171 

_ 

506 

580 

_ 

624 

- 

12,981 

12,874 

607 

- 

2 43 

2 33 

108,931 

- 

1,599 

2,164 

558 

13,655 

15,347 

" 

1,692 

1 10 

2 1 

148,326 

417 

6,115 

. 

5,448 

12,914 

6,482 

6,432 

- 

2 8| 

1 43 

94,591 

_ 

571 

2,834 

- 

- 

2,480 

7,259 

3,597 

3,662 

- 

2 3 

1 13 

64,583 

- 

1,296 

- 

454 

2,313 

8,358 

8,258 

100 

- 

0 103 

0 103 

193,771 

709 

61.812 

47,802 

47,709 

431,298 

370,135 

83,588 

22,425  ! 

2 3i 

1 113 

3,777,103 

3,777,103 

8,312 

30,072 

89,147 

170 

40,467 

County  Limerick  : 
Kilmalloek. 


accommodation  had  toon  provided,  and  no  rate  had  boon  made  in  Dingle  Union  down  to  the  doao  of  April;  bnt  on  the  29th  April 
confined  to  tho  month  of  April.  t Estimated. 


h Newcastle. — Vico-Guardians  appointed  4th  March,  1846. 

1 Waterford. — Ylco-Guardians  appointed  26th  March,  1848. 

of  April ; bnt  on  the  29th  April  a rate  was  agreed  npon.  Tho  Betnrn  of 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

Financial  Return,  April,  184S — continued. 


PROVINCE  OF  LEINSTER. 


sE 

iur  which 
house  nr- 

N 

mbers  relieved  du 
April,  1818. 

Exi 

nscs  of  Relief  dur 

)g  April,  18-18. 

State  of  Collection  during  April, 
1848. 

S' 

(luring  til 

“S- 

if 

“ 

II 

Treasurer 

si 

County  Carlow  : 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Carlow 

77,022 

2,100 

1,698 

5,7  GU 

7,466 

9-70 

763 

500 

542 

1,805 

0 2^ 

6G5 

877 

1,023 

3,330 

County  Dublin  -. 

Balrothcry 

20,11  C 

544 

454 

006 

1,340 

4-76 

203 

100 

9G 

3.99 

0 1 

30 

Dublin,  N ortli  . 

123,120 

4,100 

3.277 

3,280 

5-32 

1,451 

527 

1,196 

0 2 

Dublin,  South  . 

170,745 

2,535 

2,451 

5,775 

8.226 

4-60 

1,228 

1,033 

846 

3,107 

411 

Itathdov.a 

44,211 

726 

1,652 

2,284 

5-16 

350 

232 

197 

779 

0 1.1 

296 

386 

637 

1,240 

County  Kildare  : 

Atby 

47.012 

; 1.120 

941 

2.4C9 

3,410 

713 

450 

1,019 

(1  °i 

CelSridgo  . 

332 

332 

1-31 

121 

24!) 

o 63 

512 

999 

2,,SS 

3,764 

7-20 

484 

405 

465 

1,484 

o A 

447 

447 

1,912 

1,251 

County  Kilkenny 

C'nllan  . 

30,524 

1.130 

795 

7,195 

7,9.90 

20-74 

265 

641 

1,421 

0 4 

877 

7,339 

8,871 

738 

527 

863 

480 

1,870 

0 2 

3,271 

3,281 

3,907 

7,685 

King’s  County: 

Euenderrr 

34,070 

040 

543 

869 

1,412 

4 07 

186 

110 

244 

540 

1,15.9 

1,159 

1-52 

441 

298 

1,200 

1,052 

6,237 

7,329 

13-41 

458 

630 

198 

1,286 

o A 

403 

405 

682 

1,377 

County  Longford 

GrananD  . 

55,130 

700 

854 

5,942 

6,796 

12-32 

306 

1,010 

522 

1,838 

0 5 

1,729 

5,633 

7,367 

8-39 

400 

GOO 

190 

1,190 

0 2± 

2,238 

2,238 

1,878 

16,410 

Countt  Louth  : 

Ardee 

43,348 

770 

698 

1,919 

2.617 

6-03 

262 

210 

217 

689 

52,251 

3,322 

4,011 

7-67 

279 

129 

695 

65,500 

048 

670 

2^/5 

3,245 

4-95 

230 

263 

251 

744 

0 if 

205 

291 

642 

1,208 

Countt  Meath  : 

Dunshaughlin  . 

20,083 

59G 

460 

1,026 

1,406 

7-08 

189 

212 

iai 

535 

0 1 

1,540 

2,720 

6-00 

325 

464 

997 

900 

650 

2,064 

3.514 

9-80 

252 

388 

242 

882 

0 2 

48,373 

7.051 

14-57 

320 

0 31, 

898 

444 

2,097 

2,541 

739 

222 

283 

28  5 

790 

o 13 

310 

206 

1,341 

7,625 

Queen’s  County  : 

Abbevleix 

41,230 

900 

910 

2,020 

3.730 

9-04 

383 

225 

1,499 

3,596 

5,095 

7:50 

763 

672 

475 

1,910 

0 5* 

652 

652 

1,801 

3,419 

Bounty  Westmeath  : 

Athlonef  . . 

72,168 

1,178 

1,162 

0,736 

9,3.90 

13-71 

512 

1,042 

a,io2 

11-94 

323 

909 

64 

1,356 

0 if 

848 

857 

607 

18,566 

County  Wexford  : 

Snniscorthy 

0,816 

1,039 

.925 

5,0.96 

6.021 

9- 74 

42.9 

700 

0 23 

4,606 

3,063 

7'84 

295 

1,060 

988 

7,195 

5,160 

708 

566 

458 

476 

1.500 

0 3? 

1,492 

1.181 

4,987 

53,ioi 

8u3 

“ 

1-65 

328 

~ 

932 

1,260 

0 2j 

581 

545 

1,260 

5,035 

County  Wicklow  : 

Baltinglass 

40,687 

900 

763 

1,710 

2,473 

6-07 

219 

188 

298 

6,0C6 

2,250 

3,042 

536 

266 

34,800 

627 

597 

1,203 

3-45 

190 

61 

107 

358 

0 1| 

259 

259 

130 

813 

Total  Leinster  . 

,00C,036 

41,044 

35,263 

15,544 

50,807 

7-51 

13,923 

14,595 

12,355 

40,873 

0 2$ 

34,319 

34,314 

39,898 

71,989 

Total  for  March 

,006,036 

39,310 

36,622 

33,349 

69,971 

8-46 

15,112 

15,714 

12.G66 

43,496 

0 2} 

36,549 

36,889 

45,062 

73,912 

° Granard — Viee-Gnardiana  appointed  19th  February,  1848. 
■*  Lonoi-ord.— Vioo-Gnardians  appointed  21at  March,  1818. 
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PROVINCE  OF  LEINSTER. 


711  9,321  6,713  2,608 

8,276  7,622  654 

2,965  4,043 


2 0 1 51  93,047  Ardee. 

1 21  1 1+  136,604  Drogheda. 

0 6|  0 8$  106,680  Dundalk. 


626  61  - 2,570 

120  - 713  2,102 

114  602  - 1,504 

480  17  - 660 


0 10$  100,634  Trim. 


360  12,495  9,727  2,768 

4,949  5,082 

12,696  10,930  1,766 

2,776  9,263  6,047  3,216 


3 4,404  4,760 

4,022  4,957 

3,657  2,585  1,071 


1 lj  I 0 9j  I 64,485  Shillelagh. 


7,834  14,388  29,908  6,711  44,834  14,039 

6,550  13,496  31,659  4,197  37,691  15,263 


* Niw  Bob».— Vioe-Guaidianj  appointed  Slat  March,  184a. 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Galway. — Vicc-Guar 


j Excess  of  Experts 


40,702 

57,405 


+56,523 


i of  Collection. 


Ulster  Province. 


plenties, 


£8,205 


Financial  Return,  April,  184S — continued. 
PROVINCE  OP  CONNAUGHT. 


+ £C,807  is  included  in  tlie  10 tli  column  headed  “ Establishment,  being  the  expenses  of  Temporary  Fever  Hospitals,  mailing  the  total  for 


COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  of  the  Liabilities  of  the 

I.— The  total  Debts  of  all  Unions  to  Contractors,  Treasurers,  or  others  ( exclusive  of  all  Loans  oh-/ 30  April,  1848,  to  £285,441,+ 
tainedfrom  Government,  or  from  Private  Parties  simply  for  Building  purposes),  amounted,  on  the + 23  Sept.,  1847,  to  £272,943,/ 
II.— The  number  of  Unions  inf  30  April,  1848, /exceeded  the  amount  of  the  monev/30  April,  1848,  79;+ the  Debts  of  those 
-winch  the  Debts  on  the  + 29  Sept.,  1847, /in  the  Treasurers'  hands,  was,  on  + 29  Sept.,  1847, 117;/Unionsamounted,on 
IH.— The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  money  in  the/ 30  April,  1848,  51 ; + the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Trca-  f 30  April  1848  to 
Treasurers  hands  exceeded  the  Debts  was,  on  + 29  Sept.,  1847,  13;  /surer  of  those  Unions,  amounted,  on  ( 29  Sept’  1847*  to 


Note. — The  Debts  due  to  Government  or  the  British  Association 


COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  of  Collection  and  Espouses  for  tlie  Seven  Montlis,  from  1st  October,  1847,  to  30th  April, 
184S,  inclusive;  showing  also  the  Amount  advanced  by  the  British  Association  in  aid  of  the  Poor  Rates  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  but  exclusive  of  tbe  Expenditure  of  the  Association  in  providing  Food 
and  Clothing  for  Children  in  the  Public  Schools. 


ExpoUKS. 

Collection.  j 

1847 —  October,  . 

„ November,  . 

„ December, 

1848 —  January,  . 

„ February, . . , 

„ March, 

„ April, 

£ 

70,808 

88,432 

123,697 

151,264' 

167,846 

179,151 

169,386 

£ 

121,255 

151,684 

168,850 

194,054 

187,064 

138,449 

111,981 

Total,  7 Months,  . 

950,584 

1,073,337 

+ The  Unions  to  which  the  Advances  were  made  t 
Munster  Province.  i Lei.vstj 

-.  £1,400- 1 Kiixush,  . . £200  I 

, 400  Scariff,  . . 2,480  I Athlone, 

. 1,300  Waterford,  . 15  I New  Ross, 


e made  to  the  close  of  April 
Leinster  Province. 
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Numbc^rcliovcd  during  Expenses  of  Relief  during  April,  1848.  State  of  Collection .during  a 


41,717 

55,113 

41,044 

20,119 

33,115 
48,211  ! 
35,263  : 
18,260  ji 

58,556 

294,895 

115,544 

>53,284 

91,671 

343,106 

150,807 

271,544 

3-08 

14-08 

7-51 

19-80 

11,483  5,5.04 

14,941  31,328 
13,923  14,595 
6,411  20,001 

9, .542 
18,852 

12,355 

7,361 

26,619 

60,121 

40,873 

41,773 

0 2 
0 33 
0 2£ 
0 7 

28,883 

33,025 

34,319 

15,749 

2.0,642 

36,066 

34,314 

20,768 

29,346 

54.947 

3.0.898 

23,718 

110,432 

217,470 

171,989 

110,206 

157,993 
153,639  j 

134,849  ; 
140,536  j; 

r03|7C2 

057,128 

814,298 

10-48 

10-32 

46,758  79,518 
51,487  81,339 

143110  : 
46,303 

169,886 

179,151 

0 3 
0 3J 

111,981 

138,449 

120,790  j: 
144,069  j: 

142,509 

172,610 

610,095 

661,855 

AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

Financial  Return,  April,  1848 — continued. 
PROVINCE  OP  CONNAUGHT. 


by  the  British  Association,  and  the  Amounts,  are  subjoined. 

Connaught  Province. 

Ballina,  . . .£10.050  Clifden,  . . . £3,059  ! Sligo, 

Ballinrobe,  . . . 8,400  Galway,  . . . 3, W0  Tuam, 

Carrick-on-Shannon,  • 1,520  Gort,  . . 500  , V estport,  , 

Castlebar,  . . . 6,185  Mohill,  . . . 1-500  I 

Castlerea,  . . . 1,000  Roscommon,  . . 1,200  [ Total, 
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FINANCIAL  RETURN,  MAY,  1848. 

PROVINCE  OP  ULSTER. 


I 

iievcd  du 
1848. 

ring 

Eipcnses  of  Relief  du 

ing  Mar, 

1S18. 

State  of  Celle 

ion  during  Mar, 

Names  of  Unions. 

Consul  of 

sat 

Awmjj 

Total 

T 

1 c, 

| Amoun 

_ 

uni. 

preWdfd 

1 Ou"  wife 

•SSi" 

Mnlnte- 

S"„4,?r 

lishmou 

disburse 

dmonEAb 

*22£ 

Sr 

ktttd. 

it 

*• 

»• 

*• 

«• 

e. 

0. 

a 

a. 

in. 

11. 

12 

13 

U. 

County  Antrim  : 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

S.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Antrim  . 
Ba  Uveas  tie 
Ballymena 
Ballymoney 
Belfast  . 

Lisburn  . 

Itlllfl 

1,050 

340 

1,150 

2,922 

980 

1,450 

793 

433 

899 

696 

2,668 

553 

729 

832 

1,026 

793 

433 

1,731 

2|G60 

553 

729 

1-61 

1-66 

2- 33 

3- 5 
2-6 
1-4 
0-9 

243 

161 

309 

174 

996 

137 

222 

63 

101 

249 

3211 

697 

198 

1,438 

298 

258 

492 

489 

1,069 

473 

2,434 

435 

480 

o n 

0 3 
0 24 
0 15 
0 2* 
0 1A 
0 0-j 

314 

1,826 

354 

1,937 

158 

352 

1,870 

313 

1,979 

163 

393 

542 

1,032 

152 

2,293 

231 

268 

858 

2,628 

1,913 

4,424 

512 

31 

County  Armagh: 

! 

Armagh  . 
Lurgan  . 

110.40B 

71,128 

1,300 

1,512 

1,082 

947 

622 

1.704 

947 

1-5 

1-3 

285 

320 

64 

433 

618 

782 

938 

0 1 
0 21 

1,277 

1,825 

1,300 

1,025 

938 

735 

10,554 

5,262 

County  Cavan: 

Bailieborough  . 
Cootehill* . 

4.0,385 

37.271 

C7.178 

1,114 

1,950 

1,350 

1,103 

1,045 

1,108 

4,177 
7.:  132 
5,239 

5,280 

6|347 

10-7 

9-8 

9-4 

378 

469 

244 

415 

858 

451 

110 

432 

595 

903 

1,759 

1,290 

0 Vs 
0 3+ 

0 4 

540 

185 

2,046 

517 

176 

1,791 

791 

1,771 

2,529 

5,596 

1,477 

3,711 

County  Donegal  : 

Ballyshannon  . 
Donegal  . 
Dunfanagby 
Glenties  . 
Inishowen 
Letterkenny  . 
Milford  . 
Stranorlar 

43,403 

41.371 

18.571 

43.571 
43,569 
25,921 
38,108 
25,786 

870 

550 

300 

600 

600 

920 

430 

460 

603 

580 

243 

SOI 

419 

414 

254 

1,329 

1,317 

2,795 

720 

1,764 

2,012 

1,897 

243 

3,376 

1,139 

414 

2,018 

369 

4-6 

4- 5 

1- 3 
7-7 

2- 6 
1-6 

5- 2 
1-4 

184 

168 

83 

95 

112 

106 

120 

68 

125 

112 

265 

81 

102 

87 

116 

46 

145 

52 

75 

42 

396 

396 

155 

406 

338 

150 

297 

110 

S 

0 31 
0 6' 

si 
0 1 

207 

953 

155 

96 

635 

79 

152 

207 

210 

1,165 

175 

49(1 

62 

129 

226 

901 

848 

181 

598 

427 

143 

250 

129 

794 

1,406 

636 

2,314 

712 

170 

818 

County  Down: 

Banbridge 
Downpatrick  . 
Kilkeel  . . . 

Newry  . 
Newtownardi  . 

87,323 

74.938 

28,638 

35,541 

60,165 

1.350 
1,060 

390 

1.350 
1,165 

1,158 

729 

254 

1,276 

5GG 

1,803 

163 

1,862 

2,961 

729 

417 

3,138 

566 

3-4 

0- 9 

1- 4 
3-2 
0-9 

380 

212 

47 

360 

215 

140 

18 

149 

240 

128 

59 

664 

760 

340 

124 

766 

879 

0 11 
0 0A 
0 0? 
0 11 
0 

568 

281 

524 

1,309 

568 

281 

525 

1,363 

595 

555 

61 

1,062 

296 

3,569 

1,370 

1,541 

3,520 

5,591 

Co.  Fermanagh  : 

Enniskillen"  . 
Lienaskea 
Lowtherstown11 . 

81,534 

37,920 

34,963 

1,270 

839 

740 

1,187 

734 

636 

3,483 

1,302 

4,670 

734 

1,938 

5-7 

1-9 

5-5 

425 

168 

168 

332 

156 

267 

95 

104 

1,024 

263 

428 

0 21 
0 11 
0 2} 

1,498 

732 

254 

1,601 

1,018 

325 

1,018 

430 

281 

1,974 

1,836 

1,082 

Co.  Londonderry  : 

Coleraine  . 
Londonderry 
Magherafelt 
Newtownlimavady  . 

52,704 

64,740 

80,816 

39,058 

960 

1,100 

1,140 

890 

629 

834 

828 

423 

1,550 

869 

629 

2,384 

1,697 

423 

1-1 

3-7 

2-1 

M 

158 

250 

217 

90 

90 

53 

162 

206 

79 

80 

320 

546 

349 

170 

0 1 
0 1 
0 11 
0 0j 

297 

566 

161 

362 

228 

566 

215 

362 

417 

1,048 

411 

170 

1,479 

1,680 

2,701 

2,733 

Co.  Monaghan: 

Carrickmacross . . 

Caatleblaney  . 

Monagban 

39,729 

58,945 

42,320 

69,959 

650 

1,220 

850 

1,076 

657 

838 

900 

912 

2,317 

2,261 

2,004 

2,974 

3,099 

2,904 

912 

7-4 

5- 2 

6- 8 
1-3 

228 

278 

363 

317 

255 

240 

197 

215 

85 

311 

258 

698 

553 

871 

575 

0 31 
0 2 
0 34 

0 lj 

138 

G87 

846 

96 

147 

687 

347 

558 

248 

508 

403 

6,230 

1,497 

2,530 

1,737 

County  Tyrone: 

ffilj' 

21 ,368 
89,800 
46,455 
70,000 
18,747 
69,099 
58,883 

570 

700 

600 

990 

428 

1,104 

960 

381 

615 

592 

930 

142 

862 

806 

1,505 

685 

1,546 

2,461 

1,591 

381 

2,120 

1,277 

2,476 

142 

3,323 

2,397 

1-7 

5-3 

27 

3- 5 
07 

4- 8 
4-0 

72 

167 

190 

265 

45 

231 

309 

164 

53 

113 

170 

154 

28 

105 

76 

93 

20 

182 

249 

100 

436 

319 

471 

65 

583 

712 

0 1 
0 21 
0 1} 
0 1J 
0 1 
0 1$ 
0 2 

18 

176 

218 

373 

100 

1,514 

253 

29 

184 

430 

100 

1,887 

253 

63 

531 

546 

411 

98 

686 

728 

215 

138 

358 

1,348 

2,868 

845 

Total  Ulster  . 
Total  for  April  . 

,362,132 

362,132 

42,002 

41,717 

33,088 

33,115 

53,155 

58,556. 

86,243 

91,671 

306 
3 88 

0,029 

1,483 

4,921 

5,594 

10,202 

9,542 

25,152 

26,619 

0 2 
0 lj 

3,406 

0,888 

.4,883 

29,642 

6,276 

3,946 

1,075 

10,432 

• Cata!,.— Yice-Gu«di»m  Appointed  8th  December,  1847.  ‘ Cooraunx.-Vioe-GuardUn,  appointed  mUFebrupry, 
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Difference  between  , 
the  Collection  Jt  Ex- 
es of  May,  1848. 


45,652 

46,849 


1,040 

1,003 


17,392 

14,874 


6,300 

2.393 

8,040 

5,071 

15,766 

3,049 

4,152 


9,525 
| 10,498 
9,704 


28,984 

25,852 


18,007 

2,379 

4,041 


G,410 

14,289 

7,410 


1,908 

3,021 

2,610 


7,362 

4,«1G 

1,305 

5.237 

5,60G 


3,756 

5,906 

5,539 

3,367 


4,872 

7,511 

5,101 

9,282 


1,374 

4,229 

2,444 


1,046 

4,0!!6 

1,802 


1,475 

586 

1,339 


5,594 

3,087 

1,262 

5,879 

4,192 


G,397 

2,453 

4,775 


6,109 

3,108 

2,394 


1,243 

3,421 

2,444 

4,159 


2 51 
2 O' 


1 6J  1 2 


County  Antrim  : 


100,611  | Antrim. 
39,160  | Ballvcastle 
97,492  I Ballymena 
73.08G  I Ballymone, 
271,915  | Belfast. 

136,397  i Lisburn. 


52,153 

127.282 

73,490 


51.435 

31.639 

10,34:! 

16,330 

36,607 

31,835 

31,377 

29,402 


123,970 

167,393 

36,931 

129.651 

118,469 


96,108 

46)119 

43,944 


76,410 

111,959 

75,339 

65,630 


21,790 

42,275 

56,550 

90,330 

15,731 

75,354 

81,529 


3,320,133 

3,320,133 


County  Armagh  : 
Armagh. 

County  Cavan  : 

BailiuliOtoagli. 

Cavan. 

Cootehill. 

County  Donegal  : 

Ballysbannon. 

Donegal. 

Dunfanaghy. 

Glentiesf 

Inbhoven. 

Letterkonny. 

Milford. 

Stranorlar. 

County  Dorn: 

Baubridge. 

Downpatrick. 

Kilkcel. 

Newtownards. 

County  Fermanagh:! 


Co.  Londonderry: 

Coleraine. 

Londondeny. 

Magherafelt. 

X e wtownlimavady. 


County  Monaghan:  [ 

Carrickmacrcts. 
Castleblaney. 

Monaghan. 


Castlederg. 
Clogher. 
Cookab 


Omagh.  ‘ 
Stiafian^. 


Total  Ulster. 
Total  for  April. 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Financial  Return,  May,  1848 — continued. 
PROVINCE  OF  MUNSTER. 


Names  of  Unions. 

Population 

Numbers  relieved  d 
May,  1818. 

' Arerago 

house  ac-  ! Number  Vumli  r ^Tutal 
prorii'sl.  theT Work-  °“^15liief  "rcl'crej 

. Infinite  ‘nunth? 

County  Clare : 

Ennis  . . 

77,840 

1,500  1,420  18,123  19,543 

Ennistymon*  . 

40,933 

760  780  18,768  19,548 

Kilrushb  . 

82,353 

1,330  1,308  16,358  17,666 

Scariffo  . 

53,563 

2,300  1,866  15,514  17,380 

Count?  Cork: 

Bandon  . 

81,772 

2,075  1,955  - 1,955 

Bantry11  . 

56,165 

926  887  5,950  6,037 

Cork 

156,657 

4,550  3,623  - 3,623 

Dumb  an  vr  ay  . 

30,527 

875  921  2,349  3,270 

Fermoy  . . 

92,353 

1,7.50  1,413  11,994  13,407 

Kanturk'  . 

85,561 

1,700  1,590  10,733  14,323 

Kinsale  . 

41,342 

1,250  1,030  - 1,058 

Macroom  . 

58,810 

1,250  1,311  5,773  7,114 

Mallow  . 

63,202 

1,450  1,016  - 1,016 

Midleton  . . 

78,428 

2,686  2,511  - 2,511 

Skibbereen 

104,508 

2,250  1,910  6,643  8,553 

Count?  Kerr?: 

Cahirciveenf  . 

30,888 

1,240  1,042  2,971  4,013 

Dinglef  . 

35,512 

-*  10,1115*  10,110 

Kenmare*  , 

33,656 

1,080  1,060  4,618  5,678 

Eillarney . , 

53,345 

1,750  1,427  10,459  11,886 

Listowel  . . 

78,756 

1,096  1,216  11, GOO  12,816 

Tralee  . . 

56,151 

1,946  1,721  5,933  7,704 

Count?  Limerick  : 

Kilmallock  . 

75,687 

1,300  1,303  16,044  17,347 

Limerick  . 

132,067 

3,450  2,380  8,470  10,352 

Newcastle11 

60,007 

775  876  10,041  18,917 

Rathkenle 

68,174 

1,574  1,303  8,775  10,078 

Co.  TirmiAR? : 

Catrick-on-Suir 

45,333 

1,140  769  902  1,671 

Cashel  . „ 

69,640 

1,475  1,474  9,868  11,342 

Clegheen  . 

17,033 

1,200  852  7,491  0,343 

Clonmel  . , 

39,993 

1,900  1,502  2,359  3,861 

Nenagh  . , 

89,874 

1,700  1,651  111,102  10,833 

Roscrea  . , 

63,016 

1,230  1,034  j 6,323  7,357 

Thnrles  . . 

71,976 

996  932  14,311  15,243 

Tipperary 

79,516 

1,050  1,077  15,894  16,971 

Co.  Waterford: 

Dtmgarvan  . 

68,G42 

1,550  j 1,238  4,725  5,963 

Lismore  . , 

38,617 

1,290  1,359  2,631  3,990 

Waterford1  , 

84,360 

1,670  J 1,504  7,815  9,319 

Total  Munster 

2,435,347 

2,435,347 

oo,113  48,211  294,895  j3  43,106 

b Kilrosh. 
t The  Union  of  Dingle 


roN.-Vicc-Guni-duns  appointed  29th  Feb.,  1818. 
— Vieo-Goardlana  appointed  11th  March,  1818. 

— Vico-Guardiana  appointed  28th  October,  1847. 
was  declared  on  the  22nd  February,  1818,  being 


Eipcnsos  of  Relief  dur 

ng  May,  1849. 

State  of  Collection  during 
1848. 

Cost  of 

%£S! 

perpound 

Amount 

Jit  if  the 

Amount 

“ 

Renef. 

°«Sf- 

Expenses. 

£ 

S 

Hate  col- 

Treasurer 

11. 

1A 

.€ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

420 

2,325 

066 

3,411 

0 

6 

1,920 

1,920 

1,020 

*256 

2,150 

162 

2,560 

0 

£>i 

1,819 

1,821 

635 

377 

1,863 

225 

2,465 

0 

93 

962 

1,962 

3,037 

550 

1,715 

807 

3,080 

1 

•».} 

726 

2,726 

2,365 

478 

_ 

171 

649 

0 

1 

596 

1,032 

51 

251 

662 

262 

1,175 

0 

63 

327 

380 

1,137 

759 

- 

1,210 

1.9G9 

0 

1} 

3,G40 

3,640 

1,770 

212 

210 

253 

675 

0 

3 5 

129 

129 

65G 

3-16 

937 

387 

1,670 

0 

n 

234 

234 

910 

409 

870 

770 

2,049 

0 

43 

3,387 

3,387 

2,730 

248 

- 

329 

577 

0 

13 

86 

91 

497 

315 

565 

213 

1,093 

0 

23 

1,737 

1,531 

1,109 

302 

- 

219 

521 

0 

1 

122 

115 

449 

713 

- 

650 

1,363 

0 

2 

278 

306 

813 

427 

CIO 

645 

1,712 

0 

11 

832 

928 

1,221 

348 

415 

96 

859 

0 

81 

392 

392 

489 

- 

1,100* 

300 

1,400 

0 

111 

-* 

500 

- 

298 

C41 

153 

1,092 

0 10.1 

159 

488 

376 

349 

1,119 

171 

1,639 

0 

42 

2,466 

2,466 

2,149 

408 

787 

422 

1,617 

0 

33 

916 

777 

925 

487 

602 

301 

1,390 

0 

23 

356 

624 

610 

442 

1,710 

266 

2,418 

0 

32 

1,678 

1,665 

1,187 

607 

1,282 

702 

2,541 

0 

23 

1,423 

1,194 

2,090 

314 

2,070 

199 

2,591 

0 

33 

5,270 

4,893 

4,322 

343 

1,023 

240 

1,619 

0 

23 

1,084 

1,149 

985 

272 

120 

336 

728 

0 

13 

312 

233 

305 

518 

1,023 

G87 

2,228 

0 

4 

895 

986 

1,043 

355 

G CO 

243 

1,267 

0 

43 

215 

215 

327 

508 

237 

170 

915 

0 

21 

54 

54 

904 

49-4 

1,178 

249 

1,921 

0 

33 

1,493 

1,494 

1,449 

407 

736 

396 

1,539 

0 

31 

1,013 

889 

1,744 

316 

1,129 

322 

1.7G7 

0 

33 

913 

917 

1,315 

438 

2,130 

458 

3,026 

0 

5 

501 

563 

2,704 

314 

453 

349 

1,116 

0 

23 

223 

210 

1,025 

363 

331 

454 

1,148 

0 

4i 

122 

344 

647 

610 

646 

515 

1,771 

0 

2 

1,124 

1,124 

1,206 

14,267 

31,296 

14,006 

59,569 

0 

37,464 

41,679 

44,202 

14,941 

31,328 

13,852 

60,121 

0 

33,025 

3G,0G6 

54,947 

d Baxtry. — Vico-Guardiana  appointed  19th  October,  1847. 

• Kantcbk. — Vico-Guardiana  appointed  16th  Not.,  1847. 

• Estimated. 

formad  of  Tea  Electoral  Divisions,  previously  belonging  to  Traleo  Uniop.  No  Worth  ouso 

Eipenaea  above  giTon  is 
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AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

Financial  Return,  May,  1848 — continued. 
PROVINCE  OF  MUNSTER. 


E If  one  1 ot  ec. 
tho  Collection  & E 
penaes  of  May,  1848 

Fine 

ncial  cond 
Ma 

ion  at  tho 

close  of  Summary  of  Collection  and  Expenses  during  tho  eight  months,  from  23th  1 

September,  1847,  to  the  close  of  May,  1848. 

Excess  Excess 

Dlllance 
Llie  close 

t foot  of  tlio 

f the  montl 

Not  nmour 
of  ilelits,  il 
Uncling  ti 

Expenses  Excess 

Excess  of  Amount  Amount 

Names  of  Unions. 

Expenses.  Collection 

In  fuvou 
Guardian 

j Against 

Treasurer’ 
hands.  If 

ducting  tho  months. 

mouths.  n °”r 

rSS,. 

IT.  in. 

II). 

en. 

at. 

‘‘tr 

ei.  as 

£ £ 

£ 

£ 

,-e 

c County  Clare  : 

~ 

4,109 

15,872 

20,262 

4,390  3 1$  3 11} 

101,222  Ennis. 

' - 749 

1,662 

~ 

*4,660 

8,616 

9,906 

1,290  2 6$  2 11$ 

67,486  Ennistymon. 

1,503 

- 

1,040 

4,809 

9,343 

11,810 

2,467  3 1}  3 10} 

69,449  Kilrnsh. 

2,354 

401 

- 

6,267 

12,537 

15,536 

2,999  5 71  6 11$ 

44,609  Scariff. 

County  Cork  : 

53 

5,180 

- 

- 

4,441  8,097 

7,952  145 

1 2}  1 2 

136,166  Bandon. 

048 

2 

- 

5,553 

5,225 

8,375 

3,150  2 8 4 0 

41,829  Ban  try. 

1,671 

10,011 

- 

- 

9,171  30,929 

17,714  18,215 

1 8}  0 11$ 

8G5,G23  Cork. 

546 

1,476 

- 

- 

1,200  5,671 

4,052  1,619 

2 6}  1 9} 

44,084  D unmanway.  i 

1,436 

5,245 

- 

- 

1,713  21,841 

20,020  1,821 

2 10  2 6$ 

153,482  Ferrnoy. 

1,338 

2,338 

- 

491 

23,279 

17,950  5,329 

4 4$  3 4$ 

106,114  Kanturk. 

491 

1,253 

- 

- 

9G2  4,990 

2,020  917 

14}  11 

73,928  Kinsalc. 

644 

1,315 

- 

- 

543  9,417 

6,654  2,763 

2 0 14} 

93,875  Macroom. 

399 

8,049 

- 

- 

5,54-1  13,591 

5,260  8,33-1 

2 2$  0 10} 

122,708  Mallow. 

1,085 

9,377 

- 

- 

7,828  22,791 

11,647  11,144 

2 9$  1 5} 

163,070  Midlcton. 

880 

1,517 

- 

- 

523  14,091 

11,948  2,143 

- 2 10$  2 5} 

98,255  Skibbereen. 

County  Kerry  : 

4G7 

209 

- 

2,101 

3,090 

4,204 

1,108  2 6$  3 5} 

24,366  Caliirciveen. 

- 1,400 

- 

*1,200 

- 

2,G44 

2,644 

29,230  Dingle. 

933 

145 

- - 

3,002 

3,94.9 

6,001 

2,082  3 3}  4 10} 

24,689  Kenmare. 

027 

186 

- 

3,150 

- 11,009 

15,729 

1,640  3 3$  3 8} 

85,828  KHlamey. 

~ 701 

411 

- 

4,809 

13,621 

17,841 

4,223  2 9$  3 7$ 

97,558  Listowel.  . 

1,03-1 

29 

- 

3,416 

15,038 

16,011 

973  2 7}  2 11$ 

84,625  Tralee." 

County  Limerick: 

740 

473 

- 

4,692 

17,707 

15.9G5  1,802 

2 0 19} 

177,880  Kilmallock. 

- 1,118 

6,695 

- 

- 

4,951  31,917 

20,906  10,931 

31  1 11} 

206, 8G1  Limerick. 

2,679 

1,691 

- 

5,941 

22,984 

24 ,569 

1,585  4 2$  4 6$ 

109,499  Newcastle.  . 

535 

2,093 

- 

273 

1G,32G 

16,419 

93  2 4$  2 8} 

138,337  Ratlikeale. 

County  Tipperary  : 

410 

_ 

181 

1,917 

8,43G 

5,952  2,484 

1 10$  1 3} 

89,871  Carrick-on-Suir. 

1,333 

79 

3,883 

14,092 

14,017  75 

2 2 2 1} 

130,293  Cashel. 

1,052 

194 

- 

1,630 

0,831 

8,008 

1,177  2 2 2 6} 

62,760  Clogbeen. 

861 

158 

_ 

968 

7,803 

8,592 

789  1 8$  1 10} 

91,108  Clonmel. 

428 

308 

- 

3,103 

- 16,328 

15,361  967 

2 8}  2 6$ 

119,802  Nenagk. 

- 526 

656 

- 

919 

12,082 

9,357  2,725 

2 4}  1 10 

102,171  Roscrea. 

854 

181 

_ 

1,474 

13,894 

14,141 

247  2 6$  2 7 

108,931  Thurles. 

2,465 

23 

3,021 

14,216 

18,373  - 

4,157  1 11  2 6 

148,326  Tipperary.  . 

County  Waterford  : 

893 

5,300 

- 

4,541  13,137 

7,898  5,539 

2 9}  1 7} 

94,591  Dungarvan. 

1,026 

2,531 

_ 

- 

1,763  7,381 

4,745  2,636 

2 3$  1 8} 

64,583  Lismore. 

647 

- 

713 

3,874 

9,482 

10,029 

647  0 11}  .1  0} 

193,771  Waterford. 

43,183  468,762 

129,704  74,589 

35,531  2 5}  2 3} 

3,777,103  Total  Munster. 

5,744  82,840 

70,005 

709 

61,812 

47,802 

- - ~ 

", 

3,777,103  Total  for  April. 

h Newcastle. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  4th  March,  1848. 

1 Waterfoeb. — Yioe-Guardians  appointed  26th  March,  1848. 

so  of  May;  but  on  the  29th  April  a rate  was  agreed  upon,  The  Eotnrn  of 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

Financial  Return,  May,  184S — continued. 


PROVINCE  OP  LEINSTER. 


Names  of  Unions. 

as 

Nu 

libera  relieved  during 
May,  1818. 

Exp 

nscs  of  R 

lief  duri 

g May,  1848. 

State 

’ Collect; 

n during 
8. 

May, 

Sf; 

Out-rclief 

fg 

Cost  or 

if 

!fjp 

County  Carlow  : 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Carlow  . 

77,922 

2,100 

1,623 

6,210 

7,835 

100 

006 

502 

747 

1,055 

0 

-4 

233 

1,305 

600 

3,097 

County  Dublin  : 

Balrothery 

28,116 

544 

476 

937 

1,413 

5-0 

102 

86 

96 

344 

0 

1 

236 

070 

301 

Dublin,  North  . 

123,128 

4,100 

3,078 

6,192 

50 

1,214 

353 

766 

2,333 

0 

M 

3,113 

2,300 

Dublin,  South  . 

178,7-15 

2,535 

2,147 

5,748 

7,895 

4-4 

nil 

815 

607 

2,233 

0 

1 

0,165 

4,067 

Rathdown 

44,214 

726 

569 

905 

1,474 

33 

371 

143 

217 

731 

0 

1 

146 

151 

251 

5,774 

County  Kildare: 

Athy 

47,912 

1,120 

915 

2,579 

3,494 

73 

349 

302 

204 

935 

0 

2 

394 

397 

499 

CelbriiUrc  . 

519 

295 

IT 

107 

145 

252 

0 

533 

Naas 

52,228 

1,110 

1,005 

2,727 

3,732 

71 

367 

403 

204 

974 

0 

158 

150 

G22 

1,064 

County  Kilkenny 

Callan  . 

33,524 

1,130 

069 

7,318 

8,187 

21-2 

296 

638 

417 

1,351 

0 

3? 

550 

667 

Kilkenny* 

1211,082 

1,900 

6,664 

8,103 

6-7 

447 

786 

566 

1,799 

0 

n 

1,849 

1,869 

1,688 

5,836 

Kino's  County  : 

Edenderrv 

34.G79 

8-10 

504 

826 

1,330 

3-8 

170 

111 

509 

790 

0 

o 

89 

G48 

I’arsonstown 

76,528 

1,500 

1,229 

1-6 

308 

201 

649 

Tullamoreb 

53,905 

1,200 

1,014 

6,128 

7,142 

13-2 

365 

533 

161 

1,059 

0 

3 

1,815 

1,846 

1,512 

10,371 

County  Longford 

Granard'  . 

55,130 

700 

788 

7,016 

7,804 

141 

250 

1,080 

435 

1,765 

Longford4  . 

87,757 

1,450 

0,277 

18,206 

91 

355 

582 

388 

1,325 

0 

4 

2,238 

2,238 

1,878 

14,172 

County  Louth : 

Ardee 

43,348 

770 

653 

2,055 

2,708 

6-2 

238 

219 

297 

2 

683 

905 

Drogheda  . 

940 

594 

3,058 

3,652 

3-9 

181 

71 

881 

Dundalk  . 

65,509 

948 

602 

0,281 

2,883 

44 

215 

245 

162 

622 

0 

14 

591 

621 

589 

5,821 

County  Meath  : 

Dunshaughlin  . 

20,985 

596 

429 

969 

1,398 

6-6 

141 

134 

Kells 

1,280 

1,256 

1,505 

2,761 

61 

325 

162 

473 

960 

282 

236 

5,801 

Navan 

900 

2,717 

3,321 

9-2 

208 

354 

241 

2,914 

Oidcastle  . 

644 

5,836 

6,763 

140 

307 

Trim* 

898 

2,166 

2,583 

7-5 

214 

288 

252 

754 

0 

i i 

1,219 

1,210 

70C 

6,405 

Queen's  County  : 

Abbevleix 

41,230 

900 

887 

3,057 

3,944 

Mountmelick  . 

67,874 

1,944 

1,547 

4,648 

6,195 

91 

620 

442 

261 

1,323 

0 

547 

547 

1,209 

2,792 

County  Westmeath: 

Athlone'  . 

72,168 

1,168 

1,268 

8,278 

9,546 

130 

441 

8,737 

7,054 

8,043 

10-9 

318 

864 

140 

1,322 

0 

13 

3,415 

3,391 

3,894 

15,151 

County  Wexford 

i 

Enniscorthy 

61,816 

1,039 

1,251 

4,873 

6,124 

9-9 

328 

584 

807 

1,005 

1,726 

3,602 

3,289 

9,276 

1,900 

1,689 

4,837 

6,526 

955 

4,534 

844 

1*5 

369 

551 

920 

0 

‘2 

633 

666 

920 

5,002 

County  Wicklow 

Baltinglas* 

40,687 

900 

036 

1,665 

2,501 

689 

5,318 

798 

2,331 

3,T29 

619 

6,612 

626 

634 

1,260 

3-6 

149 

89 

119 

357 

0 

1} 

152 

152 

269 

661 

Total  Leinster 

2,006,036 

40,914 

34,825 

116,776 

151,601 

755 

12,055 

13,027 

11,809 

36,891 

0 

2 

39,146 

39,771 

36,983 

220,283 

Total  for  April 

2,006,036 

41,044 

35,263 

115,544 

150,807 

7-51 

13,923 

14,595 

12,355 

40,873 

0 

24 

34,319 

34,314 

39,898 

171,989 

a appointed  26th  February,  1848. 


* GSANARD. — Vioe-Gnardians  appointed  19th  February,  1848. 
4 LoNQFOun. — Vice- Guardians  appointed  21st  Much,  1841. 
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PROVINCE  OF  LEINSTER. 


Diffcrene 
tliu  Cullec 

between 
on  & Ex- 
Wa.v,  1818. 

Financial  condil 

May, 

on  at  Ike 
1848. 

OSCOf 

of  Collection  and  Expenses  du 
September,  1817.  to  the 

ns  tlio  eight  months,  from  23th 
oso  of  May,  1848. 

E,c«. 

Tra.™-”” 

Sfi 

if 

KS 

Jf 

Rata 

Expenses 

Sir 

Excess  of 

“u 

NAsias  or  Unions. 

Collection 

Collection. 

Against 

Guardians. 

oSL 

Valuation. 

the  entire 

Property. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

* 

* 

«.  cl. 

£ 

Courier  Carlo vr : 

1,022 

1,042 

1,812 

12,133 

13,494 

“ 

1,361 

1 41 

1 61 

179,037 

Carlow. 

Gorcnr  Dublin: 

_ 

58 

_ 

48 

908 

_ 

3,268 

3,543 

275 

94,521 

780 

3,037 

2,304 

31,931 

29,152 

1 «| 

1 63 

369,745 

Dublin,  North. 

1,365 

19,079 

25,575 

5,696 

0 0A 

0 103 

509,940 

Dublin*  SouQt. 

2,276 

5,358 

6,201 

643 

0 8J 

0 91 

152,314 

Uathilown. 

County  ICildabe  : 

_ 

541 

114 

1,150 

_ 

7,794 

7,320 

1 5 

102,881 

Athy. 

1,080 

1,428 

4,462 

2,298 

0 41 

130,776 

Cell)  ridge. 

810 

3,372 

1,964 

11,785 

8,219 

3,486 

1 9 

1 2? 

135,232 

Naas. 

County  Kilkenny- : 

_ 

801 

943 

_ 

8,733 

9,124 

391 

2 1 

2 13 

1 3 

84,103 

Callan. 

50 

1,502 

189 

24,252 

15,119 

9,133 

2 0 

241,775 

Kilkenny. 

Kino's  County  : 

_ 

701 

814 

_ 

427 

4,596 

3,501 

1,035 

0 111 

98,034 

Edcndorry. 

144 

3,597 

2,276 

11,153 

4,815 

6,338 

2 0.1 

0 101 

109,286 

Parson-town. 

750 

435 

2,020 

9,707 

8,088 

1,079 

2 3 

2 0 

86,516 

Tullamoro. 

County  Lonoford  : 

59 

1,541 

11,629 

8,045 

2 8 

87,209 

Granard. 

313 

1,471 

4,144 

10,697 

11,240 

549 

l 81 

1 9} 

124,490 

Longford. 

County  Louth  i 

_ 

291 

573 

420 

9,784 

7.4G7 

2.317 

2 U 
1 3 

93,047 

Ardee. 

173 

1,009 

8,552 

8,071 

1 2 

1 36,60  i 

Drogheda. 

31 

677 

1,328 

3,556 

4,605 

1,109, 

0 8 

0 101 

106,080 

Dundalk. 

County  Meath  : 

2(10 

5,858 

5,198 

1 0 

0 101 

118.486 

Dunsliaugklin. 

079 

3,240 

7,948 

9 4119 

1,543 

1 61 

123,339 

100 

2,229 

7,101 

7,635 

534 

1 4| 

1 C 

101,527 

57 

409 

1,706 

10,930 

10,987 

51 

2 9 

2 9 

79,721 

Oldcnstlc. 

405 

521 

203 

4,539 

5,339 

800 

0 11 

1 0 

100,631 

Trim. 

Queen’s  Cocntt  : 

798 

5 

3,015 

_ 

7,319 

7,290 

2 21 

60,759 

Abbeylei.r. 

776 

3,117 

4,244 

9,421 

12,083 

3,262 

2 4 

89,914 

Mountmelick. 

County  Westmeath  : 

212 

306 

1,439 

_ 

9.315 

7,449 

103,078 

Atlilone. 

2,093 

577 

3,063 

6,629 

10,219 

3,590 

o 4 

1 b§ 

190,944 

Mullingar. 

County  Wexford  : 

_ 

716 

418 

_ 

97 

_ 

13,498 

11,446 

2,052 

2 11 

126,921 

Enniscortby. 

330 

192 

48G 

6,080 

5,877 

203 

1 3J 

1 3' 

94,001 

Gorey. 

1,032 

150 

1,404 

13,149 

12,415 

2 3 

109,748 

New  Ross. 

287 

3,105 

2,521 

9,890 

0,907 

2,929 

1 o’ 

1 '3 

113,714 

Wexford. 

County  Wicklow  : 

_ 

29 

757 

_ 

232 

_ 

5,091 

5,476 

385 

1 4 

1 -21 

90,888 

Baltinglass. 

470 

5,112 

5,097 

585 

0 8 

0 91 

153,246 

Rathdrum. 

“ 

205 

35 

692 

3,809 

2,943 

866 

1 Hi 

0 11 

64,485 

Shillelagh. 

12,599 

10,344 

29,459 

4,846 

38,586 

13,840 

325,028 

303,793 

42,209 

20,974 

l 4j 

i si 

4,624,542 

Total  Leinster. 

7,834 

14,388 

29,908 

6,711 

44,834 

14,039 

" 

• 

- 

- 

" 

4,624,542 

Total  for  April. 

• Trim. — Vieo-Guardians  appointed  lOtli  January,  1848,  c Mullingar — Vice-Guardians  appoiuted  Cih  Mar,  1848. 

' Athlon* — Vice-Guardians  appointed  22nd  January,  1848.  ‘ Naw  Boss.— Vioe-Guardians  appointed  21st  March.  1848. 

2 E 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Financial  Return,  May,  1848 — continued . 
PROVINCE  OP  CONNAUGHT. 


Numbers  relieved  during 
May,  1818. 


Names  or  Unions. 

“SF 

Avvn.ee 

mates  in 
the  Work- 
during  the 

Out-relief 
during  the 

'55- 

IjewTta 

R°e&. 

;# 

Expenses. 

disbursed 
Treat  un  r. 

uncalled? 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

j, 

.99,026 

1,450 

1,482 

9,413 

10,845 

10-9 

652 

943 

423 

2,018 

0 

« 

932 

953 

Clifden-  . 

33,465 

360 

258 

17,101) 

17,858 

51-8 

177 

2.487 

2,936 

•2 

n 

30 

1,930 

Galway*  . 

88,973 

1,210 

1,466 

26,960 

28,426 

320 

2,499 

396 

0 

2,757 

43,543 

1,050 

1,044 

9,032 

10,076 

23-1 

309 

1,055 

619 

1,983 

0 

1,780 

1,645 

Lougliread 

71,774 

1,900 

1,489 

6,064 

7,553 

10-5 

561 

774 

446 

1,781 

0 

970 

970 

Tuam6 

74,974 

1,150 

1,094 

13,167 

19-0 

1,304 

229 

0 

5 

594 

2,129 

3,097 

5,859 

County  Leitrim: 

Camck-  on-Shannonf 

67,077 

960 

904 

11,763 

12,667 

18-8 

301 

1.392 

260 

1,953 

0 

906 

2,918 

45,990 

1,015 

692 

1,275 

1,967 

4-2 

99 

150 

400 

0 

472 

Mohills  . 

68,859 

790 

888 

8,024 

8,912 

12-9 

248 

951 

32  U 

1,525 

0 

6j 

793 

2,063 

1,496 

5,034 

County  Mayo: 

Ballinah  . 

120,787 

1,604 

1,478 

31,284 

35,762 

29-6 

491 

3,601 

837 

4,929 

1 

01 

556 

2,037 

2,263 

Ballinrobe1 

85,031 

300 

»1 7 

38,252 

■ 9,069 

4V9 

248 

481 

4,274 

1 

0 

590 

590 

CastlebarJ 

61,063 

900 

20,318 

21,077 

34-5 

2.180 

154 

1 

0 

Swineford 

73,529 

850 

612 

10.354 

10,966 

186 

1,229 

249 

1,664 

0 

W 

Westport* 

77,952 

1,000 

1,025 

26,051 

27,076 

34-6 

288 

2,401 

433 

3,122 

7:1 

1,196 

4,064 

3,573 

3,550 

Co.  Roscommon: 

Boyle1 

71,355 

774 

11,330 

12.102 

16-9 

340 

897 

775 

2 012 

0 

6 

1,500 

Castleroa™ 

92,1161 

1,050 

1,066 

15,864 

16,939 

18-2 

204 

1,764 

341 

2,389 

0 

5 

Roscommon"  . 

83,437 

1,490 

1,559 

17,618 

19,117 

229 

530 

1,819 

310 

2,659 

0 

u 

761 

2,163 

2,849 

3,521 

County  Sligo: 

Sligo  . . 

111,054 

2,000 

1,800 

8,250 

10,050 

9-0 

456 

716 

486 

1,658 

0 

23 

1,585 

1,516 

1,507 

16,092 

Total Connaught. 

1,370,753 

20,353 

19,155 

285,1 19 

304,274 

6,121 

29,656 

42,964 

0 

Total  for  April 

1,370,753 

20,353 

18,200 

253,284 

19-80 

6,411 

28,091 

7,361 

41,773 

0 

15,749 

20,768 

23,718 

110,206 

SUMMARY. 

Ulster  . 

2,362,132 

42,002 

33,088 

53,155 

06,243 

306 

10,029 

4,921 

10,202 

2.5,152 

0 

2 

23,4  6 

24.883 

49,319 

1294,707 

344,106 

14-1 

14,267 

31,296 

14,006 

59,569 

34,825 

116,778 

1.51,601 

7'55 

12,055 

13,027 

Connaught 

19,155 

285,119 

304,274 

22-12 

6,121 

29,656 

7,187 

42,964 

0 

7 

14,50-2 

34,193 

101,529 

Total  May 

8,174,268 

159,333 

136,387 

749,037  806,224 

10-84 

42,472 

78,900 

157,993  434,849 

722,279  857,128 

I 

10-43 

46,758 

79,518 

43,110 

169,336 

0 

3 

111,981 

120,790 

142,509  .610,095 

Expenses  of  Relief  during  May,  1818. 


State  of  Collection  during  May, 


» Galway* — Vico-Guardians  appointed  7th  February,  1813. 

* Gobt — Vioo-Goardians  appointed  24th  Fcbruary,‘i848.8 

* LOUOHREA — Viee-Goardians  appointed  16th  February,  181S. 

f £7,279  is  included  in  the  1041  column  headed  « Establishment,  cja.,”  being  the  expenses  of  Temporary  Fever  Hospitals,  mailing  the  total  for 


• Tuam — Viee-Guardians  appointed  18th  February,  1848. 

' Carrick-on-Shannon. — Viee-Guardians  appointed  ‘JlStli  January,  1848. 

* Mohiol— Vice-Guardians  appointed  10th  December,  1817, 


COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  of  the  Liabilities  of  the 

—The  total  Debts  of  all  Unions  to  Contractors,  Treasurers,  or  others  ( exclusive  of  all  Loans  ob- f31  May,  1818,  to  £372,935,1 
tained  from  Government,  or  from  Private  Parties  simply  for  Building  purposes),  amounted,  on  the  "1 29  Sept.,  1847,  to  £272,943,  j 
The  number  of  Unions  in  (31  May,  1848,1  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  money  f 31  May,  1848,  8:1 : 1 the  Debts  of  the 
which  the  Debts  on  the  f 29  Sept.,  1847,  Jin  the  Treasurers’  hands,  was,  on|_29  Sept.,  1847,  117  ;J  Unions  amounted, 


—The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  money  in  the  r 31  May,  1348,  48-1  the  m 
Treasurers’  hands  exceeded  the  Debts  was,  on \29  Sept.,  1847,  13; /surer 


Sept.,  1847,  117  ;/U 
the  hands  of  the  Trca-  | 31  May,  1848,  to 
Unions,  amounted,  on  ! 29  Sept.,  1847,  to 


COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  of  Collection  and  Expenses  for  the  Eight  Months,  from  1st  October,  1S47,  to  31st  May, 
Io4o,  inclusive ; showing  also  the  Amount  advanced  by  the  British  Association  in  aid  of  the  Poor  Ratos  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  but  exclusive  of  the  Expenditure  of  the  Association  in  providing  Food 
and  Clothing  for  Children  in  the  Public  Schools. 


Expenses. 

Collection. 

Excess  of  Collection. 

Execs,  or  ExptnsM. 

Atyg^d^ccdbyth. 

1847 —  October,  . 
„ November, 
„ December, 

1848 —  January,  . 
„ February, . 
,,  March, 

„ April, 

» May, 

£ 

70,808 

88,432 

123.697 

151,264 

167,846 

179,151 

169,386 

164,576 

£ 

121,255 

151.684 

168,850 

194,054 

187,064 

128,449 

111,981 

114,518 

a 

50,447 
63,252 
45,153 
42  790 
19,218 

£ 

40,702 

57,405 

50,058 

£ 

300 

450 

1,800 

2,600 

10,751 

17,230 

34,044 

Total,  8 Months,  , 

1,115,160 

1,187,855 

220,860 

148,165 

+90,573 

or  £72,895  net  excess  of  Collection. 

Ulster  Province. 

'an,  . . . £300 


Cabircivcen, 

Ennistymon, 


+ The  Unions  to  which  the  Advances 
Monster  Province. 

Kilrush,  . 

Scariff,  . 

Waterford, 
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Financial  Return,  May,  1848 — continued. 


PROVINCE  OP  CONNAUGHT. 


Different! 

between 

Financial  condition  at  the  c 

Summar 

pcnscs  of  May,  184-i. 

September,  1817,  to  the 

ose  of  Ma; 

1818. 

Balance  a 

foot  or  the 

Selanioont 

X. 

T,n.:““'Lr‘ 

toimSoth 

In  hands  of 

ofCollect'un 

Amount 

Names  or  Unions. 

d Expenses 

Expenses 

Intwo,., 

Against 

Treasurer's 
hands,  if 

sSa1 

JSghf 

mofuL. 

E*£nU 

amount  of 

Valuation. 

Valuation. 

10. 

IS. 

S3. 

23. 

24. 

as. 

aa. 

37. 

3. 

as. 

30. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

S.  ,1. 

.9.  d. 

County  Galway: 

6,053 

17,442 

7,895 

9,547 

1 Of 

151,664 

Ballinasloe. 

2,344 

6,709 

4,365 

2 1 

5 114 

22,426 

2,923 

13,781 

7,229 

1G.794 

9,565 

3 3i; 

100,777 

Galway. 

8,814 

6,183 

11,597 

5,414 

4 4 

53,037 

1,521 

10,703 

8,050 

2,733 

2 4J 

1 9 

91,007 

Loughrea. 

- 

- 

7,222 

- 

5,452 

9,215 

- 

3,763 

1 3 

2 11 

86,236 

Tuam. 

County  Leitbist: 

1,047 

258 

4,932 

0,119 

8.714 

2,595 

i m 

2 9J 

61,450 

Carrick-on-Shannon. 

- 

73 

5,214 

3,034 

2,180 

1 31 

47,284 

Manorhamiltoa. 

- 

732 

550 

- 

2,319 

- 

5,151 

6,877 

- 

1,726 

1 si 

2 35 

57,778 

MohiU. 

County  Mayo  : 

4,373 

8,618 

21,315 

12,697 

4 43 

95,774 

Ballina. 

3,084 

57 

2,982 

19,101 

4 53 
4 10j 

85,217 

Ballinrobe. 

2,277 

263 

6,276 

3,337 

12,409 

9,072 

1 3? 

50,981 

Castlebar. 

936 

3,649 

3,855 

5,806 

1,951 

1 II 

2 6 

46.016 

Swineford. 

1,920 

1,260 

- 

3,618 

- 

5,075 

13,486 

- 

8,411 

2 6 

6 11  j 

38,876 

Westport. 

County  Roscommon  : 

- 

512 

928 

959 

8,521 

4,982 

3,539 

2 1 

1 2} 

81,408 

Boyle. 

1,932 

ICO 

3,113 

10,539 

8,092 

1 10 

1 5 

114,349 

Castlerca. 

- 

1,898 

~ 

978 

4,874 

- 

10,522 

11,681 

1,159 

2 5} 

2 8* 

85,837 

Roscommon. 

County  Sligo  : 

- 

73 

28 

- 

5,411 

- 

162203 

14,406 

1,802 

- 

2 •’! 

2 Oj 

142,030 

Sligo. 

72 

28,534 

13,870 

978 

77,994 

7,574 

139,957 

190,163 

22,248 

72,454 

1 11 

2 7 

1,465,643 

Total  Connaught. 

705 

26,739 

16,061 

10 

78,974 

10,183 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,465,643 

Total  for  April. 

6,437 

8,203 

45,052 

1,040 

17,392 

28,984 

254,098 

191,806 

67,512 

5,220 

1 6> 

1 2 

3.320,133 

Ulster. 

7,159 

29,264 

68,106 

1,934 

75,397 

43,103 

468,762 

42!), 704 

74,589 

2 5i 

2 31 

3,777,103 

Munster. 

12,399 

10,344 

29,439 

4,846 

30,586 

13,040 

325,028 

308,793 

42,209 

20,974 

1 44 

i an 

4,624,542 

Leinster. 

28,534 

13,070 

978 

77.994 

7,574 

139,957 

190, 1G3 

22,248 

72,454 

i u 

2 7 

1,465,643 

Connaught. 

26,287 

76,345  1157.147 

8,798 

209,369 

93,581 

1187845 

1115466 

134,179 

1 91 

1 81 

13,187,421 

Total,  May. 

23,951 

81,350 

162,823 

8,463 

200,424 

97,876 

” 

- 

~ 

' 

13,187,421 

Total,  April. 

i>  Ballina.— Vice-Guardians  appointed  24th  December,  1847.  1 Boyle — Vice-Guardians  appointed  9th  May,  1848. 

* Ballinrobe — Vice-Guardians  appointed  13th  July,  1847.  “ Castlerba — Vice-Guardians  appointed  17th  February,  1848. 

1 Castlebar. — Vico-Guarilians  appointed  1 3th  July,  1847.  " Roscommon. — Vico-Guardians  appointed  31st  Becombor,  1847. 

k WissTroRT.— Vice-Guardians  appointed  10th  August,  1847. 

In-Maintenance,  Out-Iielief,  and  Temporary  Fever  Hospitals,  £128,651,  leaving  £35,925 for  “Establishment  and  all  other  Expenses." 


Unions  on  29th  September,  1847,  and  31st  May,  1S4S. 

from  -which  amount,  deducting  the  /3i  May,  1848,  £157,147, 1 the  net  amount  of  Debts,  over  and  f 31  May,  1848,  £115,/ 88. 

money  in  the  Treasurers'  hands,  viz.  1.29  Sept.,  1847,  £39,9G6,  J above  the  money  in  hands,  would  be, 1 29  Sept.,  1847,  £23‘_,977. 

( 31  May, 1848,  to  £239,910,1  and  themoney  in  their  Trea-/31  May,  1848.  to  £30.541, J nmount"^!  Dcbte  Gerund  above  L^ri  tolo’  SS1 

{20  S«,£,  1847.  to  iaiisjsslfmrm-  k,od.’«,»»»toi,  «,-(s  Copt.,  1847.  to  £11,236,  f 28  S«*-’ 1MI’  “V* 

£126,000,')  and  the  Debts  f 31  Mar.  1848,  to  £33,025,1  deducting  which  there  would  remain  a/31  May,  1048,  to  £93,581. 

£25,730,  J amounted,  on/ 29  Sept.,  1847,  to  £5,980,/ net  balauce  to  their  credit,  amounting,  on  \ 29  Sept.,  1847,  to  £19,750. 
on  account  of  Loans,  are  excluded  from  this  Slatomcnt. 

STATEMENT  showing  the  amount  of  Poor  Rate  collected  during  each  month  since  the  commencement  of  the  year  1846; 
also  the  Amount  uncollected,  and  the  state  of  the  Balances  at  foot  of  the  Treasurers’  accounts  at  the  close  of  each  month. 


Amount  of  Bate  ro heeled  during 
the  Month. 

AS‘ufti  hr.M^5foX'- 

A mount  due  to  Treasurer*  or  remain- 
ing Unions  at  the  closo  of  the  Month. 

mic.  1 1847.  j lain 

16*.  j "»■-  1 

IMS. 

1847. 

1B4S. 

1B4S.  | 1S47.  | 1848. 

February 

July 

September 
October  . 
November 
December 

Total  . 

£ 

36.229 
41,885 
38,909 
38,436 

31.230 
3n,630 
24,105 
17,173 
21,510 
26,805 
36,639 
46,440 

£ 

52,439 

47,264 

52,561 

63,110 

64,865 

59,436 

62,097 

53,389 

73,358 

121,255 

151,684 

168,850 

£ 

194,054 

187,064 

138,449 

111,981 

114,518 

£ £ 
219,052  ! 250,953 
•206,664  ! 279,140 
174,734  1265,149 
173,956  349,773 
163,508  406,223 
150,201  U63.73I) 
129,1-25  , 594.120 
135,233  1690,103 
155.718  j 816,452 
225,815  864,049 
244,050  1 859,718 
243,334  j 890,039 

£ 

788,511 

653,856 

061,855 

610,095 

655,926 

£ 

41.362 

54,314 

57,129 

55,986 

57.655 

56,425 

47,801 

44,350 

39,913 

32.114 

34,393 

35,358 

£ 

33.274 

30,383 

26,493 

21,611 

15.424 

14,404 

18,726 

25,210 

39,966 

64,444 

105,893 

145,766 

£ 

177,228 

200,545 

180,409 

162,823 

157,147 

" 

: 

£ 

7,358 

5,294 

5,014 

6,580 

6,152 

6,649 

7,368 

8,165 

8,071 

11,089 

14,746 

19,452 

£ 

23,565 

28,312 

31,112 

32,278 

30,526 

31,897 

34,860 

35,507 

29,841 

28,782 

15,879 

8,788 

£ 

4,395 

3,728 

5,261 

8,463 

8,798 

390,071 

970,308 

746,066 

1 

by  the  British  Association,  and  the  Amounts,  are  subjoined. 


CONNAOGHT  PROVINCE. 


Ballina, 

B&llinrobe,  . 

Carrick-on-Shannon, 
Castlebar,  . 
Castlerea,  . 


. £16,050 

Ciifden, 

. £5,339 

. 12,850 

Galway, 

. 6,68*1 

. 3,314 

Gort, 

500 

. 8,815 

Mob  ill, 

. 2,500 

. 1,750 

Roscommon, 

. 2,000 

Sligo, 

Tuam, 

Westport, 


2 E 2 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


FINANCIAL  RETURN,  JUNE,  1848. 


PROVINCE  OF  ULSTER. 


Numbers 

eiiered  d 
1818. 

-» 

Ex 

lenses  of  Relief  du 

■i"S  June 

s“ 

of  Culle- 

tion  duri 
818. 

g June, 

Names  or  Uxioxs. 

w 

as 

Numb* 

, during- 1 

JilT 

sr 

eMburi 

..Toon 

U— 

Rate  ou 

J A moui 
lodge. 
Tfra.ur 

dijbur* 
by  the 

Amount 
1 unSltec? 

inonlli 

rerun. 

ts? 

"or  Uu" 

»• 

«• 

K 

«. 

r. 

a. 

s. 

10. 

„ 

li 

14. 

County  Antrim: 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Antrim  . 

Ballycastlo 

Ballymena 

Ballymoney 

Belfast 

Larne 

Lislnrn  . 

49,1611 

26,020 

74,022 

40,012 

100,992 

38,758 

75,444 

1,050 
340 
1,150 
. 752 
”fl80 
1,450 

757 

429 

876 

704 

2,607 

544 

685 

223 

944 

757 

429 

1,099 

1,648 

2,607 

544 

685 

1-6 

1-6 

1- 4 

33 

2- 5 
1-4 
0-9 

218 

146 

256 

172 

143 

199 

25 

82 

231 

220 

425 

131 

917 

58 

85 

449 

366 

707 

385 

1,816 

201 

284 

0 1 
0 2 
0 If 

° lj 

0 If 
0 Of 
0 OJ 

213 

1.405 

'387 

1,165 

260 

31 

213 

1,405 

479 

1,128 

263 

31 

406 

300 

878 

483 

1,566 

333 

468 

644 

1,209 

1,526 

3,259 

253 

County  Armagh  : 

Armagh  . 

110,400 

71,120 

1.300 

1,512 

1,121 

860 

334 

1 1,455 
866 

1-3 

1-2 

240 

280 

29 

276 

308 

54.5 

588 

0 Of 
0 1} 

702 

1,628 

G40 

2,196 

509 

933 

9,852 

3,634 

County  Catan : 

Bailieborough  . 
Cootehillh . 

49,385 

97,271 

67,170 

1.250 

1.950 

1,350 

1.213 

1,547 

1,291 

3,983 

8,093 

5,196 

9,640 

6,513 

10-5 

.0-9 

9-7 

299 

498 

"“,J 

437 

764 

479 

272 

476 

344 

1,008 

1,738 

1,148 

o 45 
0 34 

0 4 

569 

645 

756 

542 

SCI 

1,017 

569 

893 

264 

6,907 

831 

2,955 

County  Donegal: 

Bnllyshannon  . 
Donegal  . 
Dunfanaghy 
Glenties  . 
Inishowen 
Letterkenny 
Milford  . 
Stranorlnr 

43,403 

41,371 

18.571 

43.571 
43,569 
25,921 
30,103 
•25,™ 

870 

550 

300 

600 

640 

870 

430 

460 

677 

574 

259 

573 

498 

445 

282 

407 

1.430 

1,545 

5,495 

583 

1,461 

2,107 

2,119 

259 

6.068 

1,081 

445 

1,743 

407 

48 

51 

1- 4 
13-9 

2- 5 
1-7 

1-5 

156 

175 

75 

132 

124 

117 

83 

91 

121 

141 

569 

55 

63 

188 

146 

54 

47 

49 

87 

465 

545 

221 

746 

233 

164 

195 

178 

0 2f 
0 4 
0 5 
0 105 
0 l| 
0 1} 

s !i 

138 

308 

109 

77 

274 

215 

63 

138 

334 

86 

565 

274 

108 

695 

653 

186 

219 

233 

95 

261 

90 

656 

1,099 

527 

345 

2,040 

3,078 

115 

County  Down: 

Banbridgo 
Downpatrick  . 
Kilkeel  . 

Newtownarde  . 

07,323 

74,930 

28,638 

95,541 

60,165 

1,410 

1,060 

390 

1,350 

1,165 

1,125 

696 

246 

1,306 

1,423 

173 

1,953 

2,540 

696 

419 

8,259 

557 

2- 9 

0- 9 

1- 4 

3- 4 
0-9 

355 

220 

58 

345 

205 

117 

~13 

166 

233 

106 

94 

235 

260 

705 

326 

165 

746 

465 

S li 

o r 

0 li 

o of 

518 

428 

368 

895 

1,281 

518 

428 

336 

895 

1,280 

969 

103 

186 

582 

1,244 

3,051 

1,042 

1,180 

4,059 

4,310 

Co.  Fermanagh: 

Enuiskillen0 
Lisnaskea 
Lowtherstown11 . 

81,534 

37,920 

34,963 

1.370 

'840 

740 

1,258 

737 

029 

4,207 

1,201 

5.465 

737 

1,830 

6-7 

1-9 

5-2 

458 

180 

161 

389 

131 

302 

116 

86 

1,149 

'296 

378 

o t! 
0 2 

998 

344 

166 

1,073 

438 

119 

1,880 

144 

981 

1,491 

914 

Co.  Londonderry  : 

Coleraine  . 

Londonderry  . . j 

Magherafelt 
Newtownlimavady  . | 

52,704 
64,740 
f 0,81 6 
39,058 

960 

1,100 

1,140 

890 

647 

816 

885 

427 

1.599 

826 

647 

2,415 

1,811 

427 

1-2 

1-1 

213 

234 

226 

93 

124 

59 

152 

201 

112 

79 

3C5 

5.59 

397 

170 

0 1 
0 14 
° l| 
0 Of 

238 

414 

133 

721 

235 

414 

155 

721 

239 

263 

243 

50 

1,243 

1,266 

2,567 

2,011 

Co.  Monaghan: 

Carrickmaoross . 
Castlehlaney 
Clones 
Monaghan 

39,729 

58,945 

42,320 

69,959 

750 

1,270 

850 

1,176 

724 

905 

911 

994 

2,315 

2,150 

2,214 

3.03.0 

3,055 

3,125 

994 

7-6 

5-1 

7-4 

1-4 

208 

274 

284 

307 

243 

213 

210 

410 

117 

274 

258 

861 

604 

764 

565 

0 4.1 
0 2J 
0 34 
0 1 1 

745 

220 

445 

290 

752 

441! 

292 

698 

149 

852 

507 

5,484 

7,703 

-2,08(1 

1,446 

County  Tyrone: 

Castledcrg 
Clogher  . 
Cookstown 
Dungannon 

Strabane  . 

21,368 

39.000 
40,455 

70.000 
18,747 
69,099 
58,883 

570 

700 

600 

990 

428 

1,104 

960 

332 

651 

601 

928 

961 

846 

1,428 

691 

1,493 

1,957 

1,279 

332 

2,079 

1,292 

2.421 

555 

2,918 

2,125 

1-5 

5-2 

20 

3- 4 
SO 

4- 2 
3-6 

76 

173 

179 

246 

47 

265 

282 

Tl3 

58 

105 

144 

108 

52 

69 

120 

28 

283 

88 

128 

355 

357 

426 

75 

692 

478 

) i.$ 
2 
li 
1 
1 

) lj 

51 

66 

190 

458 

1,031 

127 

163 

80 

314 

460 

1,073 

127 

63 

430 

363 

672 

546 

164 

3,527 

168 

890 

1,837 

718 

Total  Ulster  . 
Total  for  May  . 

362.132 

302.132 

42,539 

2,002 

4,092 

33,088 

54,327 

53,155 

8,419 

6,243 

3-77 

3-06 

9,718 
0,029  | 

5,058 

4,921 

8,234 

0,202 

3,010 

-5,152 

If 

2 

9,122 

3,406 

0,656 

4,883 

0,838 

6,276 

7,823 

1,075 

Catax.  Vice-Guardi  ins  appointed  Ah  December,  mi.  \ Coornn^-Viee-GaArdUA.  appointed  lT«h  February,  1818. 
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AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 

Financial  Return,  June,  1848 — continued. 
PROVINCE  OF  ULSTER. 


DiflVronc 

bctwwn 

rin,„ 

ial  enndit 

on  at  tho  c 

months. 

•om  29  tli 

ponses  of 

uno,  1848. 

Sup 

ember,  181 

7,  to  tho  c 

ae  of  June 

llalanec  at 

bat  nr  the 

Nanas  or  Union*. 

the  (dose  of 

he  month. 

Treasurer, 

rirthMi  il 

Eofthe” 

*asr 

per  j-.ound 

per  pound 
f Expenses 

Valuation  cf 

Collection 

ST 

In  favour 

Agnlnat 

hands.  If 

'arteri'1/ 

mouths. 

fSn.h* 

monrtSon 

m^kau 

Property. 

buuduuu. 

Guardians. 

rnnount  of 

t aluauon. 

Valuation. 

IS. 

•a. 

a 

a, 

St. 

m. 

S7. 

IS. 

20. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

£ 

Countt  Antium  : 

_ 

•149 

_ 

_ 

11 

6,300 

4,840 

1,460 

■_ 

1 3 

0 113 

1 6 

100,611 

Antrim. 

153 

938 

854 

2,606 

3,016 

410 

1 3J 

39,1  GO 

Ballviv.stlc. 

698 

2,127 

9,445 

5.903 

3,532 

1 23 

97,492 

2 

5,438 

3,612 

1,846 

1 6 

0 113 

73,086 

Ballyiuuney. 

Belfast. 

2,799 

16,931 

19,823 

2,092 

1 3 

1 5jj 

271,915 

59 

329 

3.309 

2,580 

729 

0 11 

0 84 

72,437 

~ 

253 

1,207 

1,546 

" 

4,183 

4,S25 

- 

142 

o n 

0 74 

136,397 

Lisburn. 

County  Armagh  : 

2 

3,939 

13,391 

7,402 

5,989 

_ 

1 64 

0 10 

174,572 

Armach. 

1,040 

3,025 

" 

1,949 

13,401 

8,573 

4,908 

~ 

County  Cavan  : 

2,142 

10,094 

7,418 

2,676 

_ 

:i  loi 

2 104 

52.15G 

Biulieborough. 

- 

1,026 

Cavan. 

•- 

392 

1,901 

- 

443 

- 

10,4G0 

8,550 

1,902 

2 10 

2 3J 

73,490 

Cootehill. 

Countt  Donegal  : 

912 

4,436 

2,548 

_ 

2 81 

1 83 

51,435 

Ballvshannon. 

2,805 

2,112 

Donegal 

1,267 

393 

1 7% 

2 44 

10,543 

Dunlimaghy. 

1,746 

3 _9j 

Glenties. 

1,313 

1,516 

1 111 

l M 

Inirhovven. 

468 

1 4 

Lettcrkeuuy. 

466 

1 111 

31,377 

115 

1,012 

" 

764 

2,673 

1,349 

1,324 

1 9? 

0 11 

29,402 

Stranorlar. 

County  Down  : 

1,581 

1 3} 

l 0 

123-970 

Banbridge. 

3,413 

1,631 

0 .74 

0 43 

107,393 

Downpatrick. 

190 

1,673 

1,427 

246 

? }“? 

149 

816 

I 

640 

597 

“ 

200 

23 

2 

6.132 

6,887 

6,625 

4,657 

2,230 

1 Oi 
0 9j 

118,469 

Newtuvmards. 

County  Fermanagh: 

48 

156 

212 

129 

2,897 

~20 

1,242 

517 

2,566 

11,848 

6,501 

5,602 

7,346 

5jl53 

4,302 

3,832 

449 

- 

2 51 

S £* 
2 64 

1 9 

2 33 

96,108 

46,919 

43,914 

Enniskillen. 

Lisnaskca. 

Lontueritovrn. 

Co.  Londonderry: 

1 0 

76,410 

Coleraine. 

549 

145 

264 

356 

941 

1,643 

; 

420 

614 

1,291 

6,320 

5,672 

4,088 

6,668 

3.5<« 

2,566 

2,167 

1,522 

348 

1 ij 
1 6 
1 3 

1 2 
O lli 
0 94 

111,959 

75,339 

65,630 

I^ondonderry. 

Magburaleit. 

New  townlimavady. 

County  Monaghan  : 

; 

116 

384 

319 

275 

236 

ITS 

3,948 

"l5 

382 

3,085 

145 

3 257 

5,617 

7.731 

5,546 

9,572 

4,692 

7.210 

5.210 
4,583 

925 

521 

336 

4,989 

; 

1 !j 

2 0* 

2 11 

i io| 
o 113 

46,325 

65,473 

55.055 

94,431 

Carriekmacross. 

Castlelilaney. 

Clones. 

Monaghan. 

County  Tyrone: 

32 

339 

77 

289 

167 

75 

351 

130 

G 

583 

372 

2 

3.437 

3,419 

- 

342 

409 

756 

545 

149 

2,631 

2,729 

1,495 

4,295 

2,634 

5,440 

1,163 

9,681 

8,411 

1.371 

3,776 

2,801 

4,585 

833 

5,895 

5,296 

54 

519 

855 

330 

3,786 

3,115 

167 

1 3| 

2 01 
0 11} 

1 5 

2 64 
2 0| 

! 5* 

0 113 
0 11? 

1 04 
1 64 
1 34 

21,790 

42,275 

56,550 

90,330 

15.751 

75,354 

81,529 

Castlederg. 

Clogher. 

Coolistotvn. 

Dungannon. 

Strabane. 

8,174 

46,831 

35 

21,872 

29,242 

273,230 

214,816 

65,474 

7,059 

1 74 

1 3J 

3,320,133 

Total  Ulster. 

6,457 

8,203 

45,652 

1,040 

17,392 

28,984 

“ 

" 

“ ■ 

3,320,133 

Total  for  May. 
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77,840  1,800  1,630  17,-165  19,005  24-5  402  2,034  639  3,165  0 74  6,206  6,208  6,107  8,881 

49,935  760  889  21,671  22,560  45 -2  254  2,108  267  2,629  0 6}  3,550  4,033  4,722  9,230 

82,353  1,330  1,289  18,154  19,443  22-4  358  1,885  358  2,601  0 10A  1,317  1,317  1.283  4,508 

53,563  2,300  2,042  16,459  18,501  34-5  641  2,192  496  3,329  1 5:J  731  3,231  3,118  4,423 


81,772  2,075  1,734  j - 1,734  2-1 

56,165  I 936  963  \ 3,328  4,291  7-6 

156,657  ' 4,550  3,663  - j 3,603  2-3 

30,527  955  j 950  i 2,359  j 3,309  10-/J 

92,353  ! 1,750  j 1,573  1 12,702  ! 14,335  15\5 

85,561  | 1,700  1,817  j 12,874  14,091  17-1 

41,342  ' 1.350  1,115  - 1,115  2 4 

58,818  ! 1,280  1,437  5,722  7,159  12-1 

63,282  j 1,450  1,110  - 1,110  1-7 

70,428  1 2,686  2,911  - 2,911  3-7 

104,508  | 2,090  1,988  5,645  7,633  7‘3 


30,088  1,240  1,015  2,670  3,685  120 

35,512  - 146  9,968  j 10,114  28-5 

33,656  1,090  939  5,550  6,489  19-2 

53,345  1,750  1,601  9,431  11,032  20-6 

78,756  1,246  1,175  19,243  20.418  25-9 

56,151  1,946  1,753  8,167  9,920  10-8 


i 1,403  15,649  17,16: 


; 60,007  775 

I 68,174  1,574 


1,443  i 10,499  11,94: 


89,874  1,670  ; 

63,016  1,230  j 


779  965  1,744  3-8 

1,410  12,615  14,025  20-1 

906  7,122  J 8,028  17-0 

1,565  2,454  4,019  10-0 

1,675  13,853  15,528  17-2 

1,069  ! 5,879  6,948  11-0 

874  1 14,580  15,454  21-4 

1,038  16,165  17,203  21-6 


529  2,698  0 34  2,735  2,954  3,359  24,308 

2,316  4,428  0 5|  1,193  1,140  3,644  8,389 

217  2,453  0 5.}  4,146  5,387  C.6C5  6,402 

1,015  2,770  0 4}  2,350  2,389  1,956  16,319 


266  609  0 1^ 

348  2,649  0 4} 


501  2,719  0 5J  1,005  2,315  2,124  5,683 

642  1,663  0 32  744  780  1,247  2,971 

445  2,299  0 5 514  522  700  5,476 

377  2,900  0 4.1  1,004  1,004  739  18,127 


68,642  1,600  1,635  4,043  5,578  8-3  372 

38,617  1,690  1,520  2 864  4,384  11-3  350 

84,360  2,372  1,466  8,216  9,682  11-4  488 

oloH47  f?'231  52'131  313.840  365,971  14-9  14,893  " 

. 2,435,347  56,064  49,319  294,787 |344.1 06  14-1  14,267  ; 


323  | 1,479  0 1J  2,838  2,830  2,777  22,911 


AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


Financial  Return,  June,  1848 — continued. 
PROVINCE  OF  MUNSTER. 


| Iiiffcrenee  between 
Itho  ColU'Ctiou  & Ex-, 
jiensia  nf  June,  1S-1S.  I 


Financial  condition  at  the  close  of 


ExfiSsM. 

fcy- 

clBZ 

Balance  at  foot  of  the 
’rcaaiinr'l ^Account,  at  j 

et  amount 
ucting  the 

n hands  of 
■emninlng 
to  credit  of 
Unions, 

collected 

.. 

fOoSeeS 

SpnJ*  ' 

lS! 

’T 

Names  of  Unions. 

•iSL 

Guardians. 

Treasurer's 

i 

3,041 

989 

1,067 

22,078 

23,427 

- 

1,349  | 

4 n 

E^ms. 

921 

_ 

1,662 

- 

2,957 

- 

12,166 

12,535 

- 

369 

3 71 

3 81 

67,486 

Ennistymon. 

_ 

1,284 

- 

1,006 

5,083 

- 

10,660 

14,411 

- 

3,751 

3 Cl 

4 91 

59,44.0 

Kilrush. 

_ 

2,598 

519 

_ 

6,364 

- 

13,268 

18,865 

- 

5,597 

5 Hi 

8 51 

44,609 

Scar  iff. 

1 

County  Cork  : 

46 

_ 

5,028 

_ 

_ 

4,395 

8,849 

8,658 

191 

1 8.1 

1 3i 

136,166 

Bandon. 

_ 

928 

670 

_ 

4,353 

- 

5,343 

.0,421 

- 

4,073 

2 61 

4 6 

41,829 

Bantry. 

_ 

1,378 

8.583 

- 

_ 

7,807. 

31,970 

20,133 

11,837 

- 

1 8J 

1 l 

365,623 

Cork. 

_ 

751 

984 

- 

_ 

647 

5,720 

4,852 

868 

- 

2 7 

2 32 

44,034 

Dunmamvay. 

_ 

2.063 

2,353 

_ 

307 

- 

22,027 

22,269 

- 

242 

2 10i 

2 10 

153,452 

Ferny. 

4,091 

_ 

6,235 

_ 

_ 

1,693 

29,838 

20,418 

9,420 

- 

5 71 

3 10 

106,114 

Kanturk. 

_ 

271 

968 

_ 

- 

691 

5,229 

4,583 

646 

- 

1 4 J 

1 23 

73,928 

KinsaJo. 

174 

_ 

1,863 

- 

- 

936 

10,613 

7,676 

2,937 

- 

2 15 

1 71 

93,875 

Macroom. 

_ 

338 

5,856 

_ 

_ 

5,212 

13,699 

5.703 

7,996 

- 

2 23 

0 11 

122,703 

Mallow. 

_ 

1,216 

8,834 

_ 

- 

6,612 

22,979 

13,051 

9.928 

- 

2 93 

1 71 

163,070 

Midleton. 

_ 

1,271 

414 

_ 

962 

- 

14,675 

13,803 

872 

- 

2 llj 

2 10 

98.255 

Skibbereen. 

County  Kerry  : 

55G 

1.221 

_ 

978 

_ 

3,239 

4,903 

1,664 

2 7.1 

4 0.1 

24,366 

CabircivceD. 

_ 

541 

42 

2,101 

753 

3,938 

3,185 

0 6 

2 01 

•29,230 

Dingle. 

_ 

1,037 

358 

_ 

3,377 

- 

4,091 

7,170 

3,089 

3 31 

5 92 

24,689 

Eemnare. 

987 

_ 

2,164 

_ 

16,963 

17,616 

- 

653 

3 114 

4 11 

85,828 

Killarney. 

3,146 

17 

_ 

7,895 

_ 

13,687 

21,056 

- 

7,369 

2 91 

4 31 

97,558 

ListoweL 

1,333 

62 

_ 

4,719 

15,556 

17,862 

- 

2,306 

2 9i 

3 31 

84,625 

Tralee. 

County  Limerick  : 

68 

- 

4,436 

20,502 

13,663 

1,839 

- 

2 32 

2 01 

177,080 

Kilmallock. 

3,235 

4,191 

_ 

_ 

1,665 

33,110 

25,414 

7,696 

- 

3 2 

2 5 

206,861 

Limerick. 

1,993 

-114 

_ 

3,007 

_ 

27,430 

27,022 

408 

- 

5 0 

-1  Ilf 

109,499 

Newcastle. 

655 

_ 

18,676 

19,189 

- 

513 

2 102 

2 10 

133,337 

Rathlcealc. 

County  Tipperary: 

232 

260 

2,132 

_ 

8,813 

6,561 

2,252 

- 

1 llj 

1 54 

ao,87i 

C.irrick-on-Suir. 

1,940 

313 

_ 

5,742 

- 

14,801 

16,666 

" 

1,865 

2 3.1 

2 61 

130,293 

Cashel. 

894 

211 

_ 

2,541 

_ 

7,162 

9,233 

- 

2,071 

2 31 

2 11 

62,760 

Cl.ighcen. 

458 

661 

- 

9,085 

9,566 

- 

481 

1 113 

2 11 

91,108 

Clotnerl. 

914 

499 

_ 

3,508 

_ 

18,133 

18,080 

53 

- 

3 01 

3 0 

119,802 

Nenagb. 

195 

_ 

1,803 

- 

12,826 

11,020 

1,806 

- 

2 6 

2 13 

102,171 

Rostra, 

4 

3,252 

- 

14,408 

16,440 

- 

2,032 

2 73 

3 0 

108,931 

Thuries. 

288 

_ 

4,456 

_ 

15,220 

21,273 

- 

6,053 

2 04 

2 104 

148,326 

Tipperary. 

County  Waterford  : 

4,058 

_ 

3,385 

13,292 

8,975 

4,317 

- 

3 23 

1 104 

94,591 

Dangarvan. 

1,726 

_ 

_ 

624 

7,449 

5,697 

1,752 

" 

2 34 

1 91 

64,503 

Lismore. 

1,359 

_ 

652 

3,099 

- 

12,820 

11,508 

812 

1 3.1 

1 21 

193,771 

■\\  aterford. 

12,957 

7,159 

33,052 

29.264 

62,631 

68,166 

1,918 

1,934 

77.624 

75,397 

33.667 

43,183 

J 516,620 

497,657 

65,630 

46,667 

2 8? 

2 71 

3,777,103 

Total  for  May. 

M been  Mid  nn  i*to  bu  b»n  ».d.  in  W “ «”  •' 

•onfined  to  the  months  of  May  and  June. 


WATfcUFORD.— Vice  Guardians  appointed  25th  March,  18-18. 

•greed  upon.  Tho  Betnrn  of 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

Financial  Return,  June,  1848 — continued. 

PROVINCE  OF  LEINSTER. 


Countv  Carlow  : 
Carlow 


Balrothorv 
Dublin,  North  . 
Dublin,  South  . 
Rathdown 


King's  County  : 
Edenderry 
Tullaniorob 


Wexford  . 

53,401 

1,000 

County  Wicklow  : 

Baltinglass 
Rathdrum . 
Shillelagh . 

40,007 

56,709 

34,800 

900 

1,140 

607 

Total  Leinster  . 

2.00G, 036 

42,737 

Total  for  May 

2,006,036 

40,044 

5= 

Uut-rrUc 

Average 

eachtn 

cost  or 

Coilof 

For'j,;r 

Amount 

Amount 

with  the 
Treasure 

durinj^th 

**  mouth!1 

durinje^b, 

other  Ei 

tected. 

^rteirtpti 

Treu.ur.-r. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

j.  <1. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1,5.99 

4,163 

5,762 

7'4 

G10 

523 

1,006 

2,144 

0 23 

910 

914 

1,650 

410 

3,024 

2,097 

543 

917 

3,006 

4,1168 

759 

1.335 

6,030 

6,965 

1,803 

4-7 
4-9 
3-9 
2 9 

153 

1,2:3 

765 

371 

102 

3411 

125 

123 

924 

514 

165 

383 

2,533 

2,051 

*661 

0 1 

0 13 
0 1 
0 1 

591 

2,446 

9,731 

913 

583 

2,372 

.9,757 

790 

72G 

0,502 

8,028 

566 

919 
270 
j 934 

1,262 

2,757 

2,1  "1 
270 
3,G9l 

Cl 

352 

HO 

340 

407 

411 

173 

69 

314 

932 

17,9 

1,065 

0 21 
0 of 
0 2 

836 

31.9 

151 

480 

319 

151 

625 

269 

1,265 

1 050 

j 

7,935 

6,425 

8,793 

7,987 

22-8 

6-6 

305 

foG 

949 

820 

540 

591 

1,794 

1,967 

0 5 
0 2 

384 

1,323 

! 00 

870 

1,723 

1 513 

1,373 
1,069 

870 

5,770 

1,891 

1,373 

6,839 

40 

1-8 

12-6 

175 

433 

365 

132 

548 

184 

435 

160 

491 

86!) 

1,073 

S y 

0 3 

180 

795 

2,913 

180 

7.95 

2,95-4 

371 

57 

2,437 

047 

1,400 

7,422 

12,875 

8,269 

14,355 

150 

16-3 

258 

334 

902 

595 

498 

1,711 

1.731 

0 43 

0 3j 

.964 

2,190 

1,004 

2,190 

1,721 

2,656 

678 

627 

617 

2,084 

1,197 

2,762 

1,824 

2,834 

6-4 

4-3 

211 

217 

240 

215 

21-1 

105 

57 

154 

587 

485 

615 

0 1.J 

0 r 
0 1A 

201 

138 

878 

201 

133 

814 

617 

233 

822 

403 

1,330 

617 

1,114 

417 

930 

1,417 

2,539 

5,380 

2,090 

1,333 

2,777 

3,156 

6,494 

2,507 

6- 3 
6-1 
8-8 

13-4 

7- 2 

146 

3)7 

221 

314 

160 

154 

149 

342 

66G 

271 

107 

531 

294 

501 

303 

407 

1,037 

857 

1,481 

734 

0 1 
0 2 
0 2 
0 4A 

0 13 

1,005 

1,073 

912 

1,517 

1,475 

984 

1.095 
1,010 

1.4.95 
1,439 

532 

1,167 

975 

1,217 

551 

0.95 
| 1,378 

1.457 

3,478 

2,352 

4,856 

5-7 

7'1 

328 

699 

474 

532 

198 

203 

1,000 

1,434 

0 3A 
0 4" 

1,939 

733 

1,993 

733 

1,9.92 

1,061 

1,403 

1,027 

9,597 

6,404 

11.005 

7,431 

15-2 

101 

567 

352 

1,123 

938 

183 

499 

1,873 

1,789 

\ n 

1,926 

4,010 

1,926 

4,003 

1,627 

2,986 

1,123 

830 

1,635 

719 

3,831 

2,548 

4,501 

4.954 
3!378 
6,1  M 
719 

80 

8-6 

8-3 

1-3 

364 

305 

554 

296 

530 

390 

568 

447 

320 

345 

451 

1,341 

1,023 

1,467 

747 

0 3! 
0 13 

708 

1,287 

92 

315 

750 

1,833 

92 

318 

1,167 

1,031 

390 

747 

881 

776 

579 

1,795 

2,356 

624 

2,676 

3,132 

1,203 

6-5 

5-5 

3-4 

278 

256 

170 

204 

227 

86 

516 

293 

87 

998 

776" 

343 

0 ?! 
0 u 

652 

.945 

144 

751 

945 

144 

813 

972 

143 

34,560 

13,572 

48,132 

7-3 

12,432 

14,255 

11,893 

38,580 

0 2 

44,105 

14,831 

4,009  2 

34,825 

16,776 

51,601 

7-51 

12,055 

13,027 

11,809 

36,891 

0 2 

39,146 

39,771 

6,983  2- 

l ;»"»  appointed  26th  February,  II 

auuamo&b — iVioe-Guarduuis  appointed  9th  February,  II 


* Gbakabu,— Vice-Guardian*  appointed  19th  February,  1848. 
« Longford — Vico-Guardians  appointed  2lst  March,  1848. 
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PROVINCE  OE  LEINSTER. 


Difference 

between 

Financ 

lal  conditio 

at  the  cl 

30  of 

Summary 

ne  tho  nine 

pcnses  of  i 

uno,1848. 

June, 

September,  1847,  to  the  cioso  of  J one 

-«  amount 

j 

Treasurer'e 

ccount,  at 

~et  amount 

n lulnis  It 

Amount 

Names  of  Unions. 

bo  month. 

ucting  the 

colled  ! 

f &£?..» 

'CollcctUm 

1 Expense, 

Valuation  of 

Treat  uicr'a 

Uniune, 

a'=- 

nine 

rropert*. 

E*P“S“- 

Collection. 

;°orfu.r 

'“any!  ^ 

ductmgthc 

month..  | 

month?. 

the  entire 

he  entire 

„ 

in. 

19. 

so. 

ai. 

d£°- 

SI 

21. 

ss. 

«. 

07. 

ss. 

ss. 

so. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

£ 

County  Carlow  : 

~ 

1,234 

307 

- 

3,043 

~ 

13,043 

15,638 

~ 

2,595 

1 51 

1 9 

179,037 

Carlow. 

County  Dublin  : 

211 

192 

709 

3,862 

3,926 

64 

0 95 

0 10 

94,521 

Balrotbery. 
Dublin,  Nortb. 

8!) 

3,507 

1.595 

34,377 

31,687 

2,690 

l lo: 

1 81 

369,745 

3,094 

2,347 

29,610 

27,626 

1,984 

1 0.'. 

0 11? 

569.940 

Dublin,  South. 

231 

“ 

*2,147 

" 

6,271 

6,862 

591 

0 10 

0 101 

152,314 

Rathdown. 

County  Kildare  : 

1,603 

8,130 

8,252 

120 

1 7 

1 7\ 

102,831 

Atlir. 

4,781 

2,477 

2,304 

0 82 

0 4J 

130,776 

914 

2,258 

1,063 

11,936 

9,3C4 

2,572 

“ 

i 4 

1 4J 

135,232 

Count*  Kilkenny  : 

72 

9,117 

10,918 

_ 

1,801 

2 2 

2 62 

84,103 

Callan. 

" 

644 

1,236 

- 

633 

" 

■25,375 

17,086 

8,489 

2 11 

241,775 

Kilkenny. 

Kino’s  Count*  ; 

161 

4,776 

4,052 

724 

_ 

0 11? 

0 10 

98,634 

Edenderry. 

5,083 

6,265 

1 01 

Parsonstown.  1 

" 

953 

- 

*139 

12,680 

9,761 

2,919 

2 iii 

86,516 

1 ullamore. 

Count*  Longford  : 

9,756 

2,837 

2 103 

2 21 

87,209 

Granard. 

- 

607 

" 

3,886 

12,887 

12,980 

- 

93 

2 0| 

124,496 

Longford. 

Count*  Louth  : ! 

34 

9,985 

8,054 

1,931 

_ 

2 1? 

1 2* 

93,047 

Ardee. 

- 

345 

51 

1,954 

- 

8,690 

4,434 

8,554 

136 

846 

1 3l 
0 10 

0 113 

106,600 

Drogheda. 

Count*  Meath  : 

296 

6,863 

5,605 

1,258 

_ 

1 2 

? 

118.486 

Duns'aaugblin. 

9,019 

10,526 

1,507 

1 5 J 

1 i 

8,492 

479 

12,468 

15 

3 11 

741 

- 

1,409 

- 

501 

6,014 

6,073 

- 

59 

1 1| 

Quebn’s  Count*  : 

0 

2,022 

4,945 

2 5J 

66,759 

Abbevleix. 

- 

701 

- 

3,636 

10,154 

14,117 

3,963 

2 3 

3 l| 

89,914 

Mountmelick. 

Count*  Westhkatii  : 

605 

1,919 

1 101 
1 3 

103,078 

Athlone. 

2,227 

- 

440 

- 

1,692 

10,645 

12,008 

1,363 

i 4 

190,944 

Mullingar. 

Count*  "Wexford  : 

633 

1,419 

_ 

2 8 

2 0 

126,921 

Enniscorthy. 

1 6* 

I 

1,375 

432 

2,677 

148 

2,909 

2,093 

13^241 

10,211 

13,882 

7,714 

2,497 

641 

2 5 
1 91 

1 41 

113,714 

Wexford. 

Count*  Wicklow  : 

169 

346 

199 

513 

993 

35 

480 

892 

530 

5,743 

6,057 

3,953 

6 474 
6,473 
3,286 

667 

731 

416 

1 

? i 

1 5 
0 101 
1 oi 

90,888 

153,246 

64,485 

Baltinglass. 

Rathdrum. 

Shillelagh. 

15,960 

10,435 

31,254 

5,166 

41,395 

11,802 

369,133 

342,373 

42,046 

15,286 

1 71 

1 

4,624,542 

Total  Leixster. 

12,599 

10,344 

29,459 

4,846 

38,586 

13,840 

825,028 

303,793 

42,209 

20,974 

1 4* 

1 32 

! 4,624,542 

Total  for  May. 

. Mui-l.TSiiAK. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  Cth  M ,,  _ _ 

* -Niw  Boss. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  21st  Ma rch,  IMS. 

2 F 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 

Financial  Return,  June,  1848— continued. 

PROVINCE  OP  CONNAUGHT. 


I Numliera^roHevod  during  | ofMtofd«ita«  1M8.  I State  of  Collection  during  June, 


IcSSEX  "Sin-*  I A»we  I ""f4' “ Cost  of  „ . , lofRtab-  -°gJi  * IjrtffSo  I 

durfnj  the  ■Jur,n«  •bc|4  "otiS  i I’opo'”-  “•  l°(S«e?'  entire  1“*“L  | receipts  |Treasurcr.l  tluclosr 


County  Gii.tv.tr 
Ballinasloe 
Clifdon»  . 

Galwoyb  . 

Gort°  . . . 

Loughrea1' 

Tuamc 


.00,021?  1,650  I 1,625  9.968  11,5.03 

33,465  I 346  ! 272  1 18,325  18,5.07 

88.973  j 1,600  I 1,477  30,493  31,970  j 

43,543  1,500  . 1,622  | 8,665  10,287  I 

71,774  ! 1,900  | 1,673  7,433  .0,1 0G 

74.974  | 1,228  I 1,284  13,412  14,696 


, 465  3,446  1,162  5,073  1 . 

33-6  532  1,001  1,785  i 3,310  1 3 

12-7  ! 5G8  1,001  385  1,954  0 51 

19-6  I 355  1,508  462  ! 2,325  0 61 


County  Leitrim:  | 

Carrick-  on-Shannon*  j 67,077 
Manorhamilton  . 45,9.90 

Mohills  , , . 68,859 

County  Mayo  : 

BaHina1'  . . . 120,787 

Ballinrobe*  . . 05,031 

Castlebar)  . . 61,063 

Swineford  . . j 73,52.0 

Westportk  . . . 77,952 

Co.  Roscommon:  ' 

Boyle'  . . . i 71,355 

Castlerea"1  . . I 92,861 


640  641  1,809  6,811 

158  2,548  2,307  772 

09  6.0  27  7,110 

.063  2,549  2,271  1 2 982 

732  732  1,469  I 2,133 

1,225  3,025  2,679  1 12,142 


960  898  18,556  1 14,454 

940  50.0  1,49.0  2,088 

740  1,040  7,758  8,798 

2,094  1,634  38,168  39,802 

800  810  43,707  44,577 

900  030  24,229  25,059 

i 850  912  17,013  17-925 

j 1,030  1,019  28,092  29,911 


51 - 5  338  | 1,668  531  2,537  j 0 93  538  565  2,950  5,018 

4-5  133  | 114  227  474  0 2.(  560  500  775  737 

12-8  304  ! 1,130  476  1,910  0 7jf  765  2,412  2,231  4,268 

32-9  607  5,145  893  6,645  1 41  4.09  1,174  1,230  4,011 

52- 4  274  4,556  713  5,543  1 33  451  1,13.0  910  6,304 

41-0  283  3,116  207  3,606  1 5‘  131  3,445  3,590  6,478 

24-3  272  1,948  2.04  2,514  1 1 938  .025  928  5,469 

38-4  j 301  2,925  596  3,822  1 1U  426  2,763  4,052  2,925 


113  426  2,763  4,052  2,925 


BOO  789  15,2.58  16,047 

3,150  1,253  17,075  18,328 

1,780  1,767  1.0.139  20  906 


Total  Connaught.  1,370,753  1 
Total  for  May,  . 1 1,370,753  | 

SUMMARY.  I f 

Ulster  . . . 12,362,132  i 

Munster.  . . 2.435.347  . 

Leinster  . . 2,006,636  . 

Connaught  ..  . l ,370,753  ; 


2,070  | 1,975  .0,264  11,239 


22-4  300  1,604  236  2,140  0 61  985  1,031  1,357  6,204 

19-7  284  2,108  335  2,727  0 s|  188  388  277  6,593 

25-0  643  2,204  214  3,061  0 8.)  259  373  1,809  3,262 

10-1  522  794  765  2,081  0 31  959  844  636  15,193 

25-2  6,9.05  37,080  9,967  54,942  0 9 10,486  25,183  31,773  .90,412 

22  12  6,121  29,656  7,187  42,964  0 7 14,502  32,168  31,193  101,529 


I oHiSi^cS  I$472  I48il32|  7-3  12^432  14’2.55  11,893  38^580  0 2*  44J05  44,831  Ui’oilO  202,703 

J I S2,o38  ; 21,460  323,914  34a, 383 1 252  6,99^  [37,880  9,967  .54,842  0 0 10,486  j 25,183  [31,373  j 90,412 

! 1 SiZ’SS5!  11-6  -f-1.038  94,083  +46,264  184,305  0 3]  121,571  146,128 1 158,755  605,548 

j l.>!), 333!  13G, 387  1 49,83/  806,224)  10-84  42,472  78,900  +43, 204  164,576  0 3 114,518  138,5011141,654  655,926 


• ■ Team. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  18th  February,  1848. 

-a  ,,lh  p- ' CAnmcic-ON-SiiA-V.-io.v. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  2Gth  January,  1848. 

ka— Vice-Guard lana appointed  18 18.  Mohili— V.co-Guardians appointed  10th  December,  1817. 

f £7,908  is  included  in  the  10th  column  headed  “ Establishment,"  £c.,  being  (he  expenses  of  Temporary  Fever  Hospitals,  making  the  total  for 

COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  of  the  Liabilities  of  the 

I.— The  total  Debts  of  all  Unions  to  Contractors,  Treasurers,  or  others  ( exclusive  of  all  Loans  ob-/30June,  1848,  to  £302,088,') 
tamed  from  Government,  or  from  Private  Parties  simply  for  Building  purposes ),  amounted,  on  the!  29  Sept. , 1847,  to  £272,943,  J 

II'_^hirbmt),er  JU”e'  }848,->  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  money  f 30  June,  1848,  85;  l the  Debts  of  those 

which  the  Debts  on  the  \ 29  Sept.,  1847,/m  the  Treasurers’  hands,  was,  on\29  Sept.,  1847,  117  j / Unions  amounted,  on 
HI. -The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  money  in  the  f 30  June,  1848,  46;  1 the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Trea-  ; 30  June,  1848,  to 
treasurers  hands  exceeded  the  Debts  was,  on\29  Sept.,  1847,  13; /surer  of  those  Unions,  amounted,  on  \ 29  Sept.,  1(47,  to 


0°MPAR.AT3:VE  STATEMENT  of  Collection  and  Expenses  for  the  Nine  Months,  from  1st  October,  1847.  to  30th  June, 
J.MS,  inclusive ; showing  also  the  Amount  advanced  by  the  British  Association  in  aid  of  the  Poor  Rates  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  but  exclusive  of  the  Expenditure  of  the  Association  in  providing  Pood 
and  Clothing  for  Children  in  the  Public  Schools.  ■ L 


Expenses. 

<*— 

Exesu  of  CoHecUon. 

Excess  of  Expenses. 

^rimniwS»uonlhe 

1847 —  October,  . 

„ November, 

» December, 

1848 —  January,  . 

„ February,  . 

,,  March, 

” M»y,j  ; : : 

£ 

70,808 

88,738 

123,697 

151,264 

167,846 

179,151 

169,386 

164,576 

184,385 

£ 

121,255 
151,  G84 
168,850 
194,054 
187,064 
138,449 
111,981 
114,518 
121,571 

£ 

50,447 

62,946 

45,153 

42,790 

19,218 

£ 

- 

40,702 

57,405 

50,058 

62,2U 

£ 

300 

450 

1,800 

2,600 

10,751 

17,230 

23,898 

34,044 

39,155 

Total,  9 Months,  . 

1,299,051 

1,309,426 

220,554  | 210,979 

or  £9,576  net  excess  of  CoUection. 

+129,728 

+ The  Unions  to  which  the  Advances  were  made  to  the  close  of  J ui 
Munster  Province.  I Leinster  Province. 

. £3,400  | Nenagh,  . . £500 

. 2,040  Scant,  . . 6,480  I Athlona,  . . £5 

. 1,800  Waterford,  . 15  I New  Ross,  . . 5 
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Financial  Return,  June,  1848 — continued. 
PROVINCE  OF  CONNAUGHT. 


Difforenc 

between 

Finan 

. 

ten  r 

from  29th 

unc^S. 

1848. 

September,  184 

to  the  close  of  June 

1848. 

bet  of  the 

Net  amount 

Treasurer's 

Excess 

EXCBS 

the  close  o 

Uto  month. 

ducting  the 

of  Collection 

TFr 

oFcXS& 

oi'  Expenses 

VxhgHojt  of 

Collection 

Expenses. 

infiwour 

Against 

TS'/,u'" 

dSSe 

mStto. 

months. 

Erases. 

-S- 

•s? 

Property. 

Guardians. 

Guardians. 

amount  of 

\ aluauou. 

13. 

u. 

19 

20 

SI. 

59, 

23. 

25. 

20. 

27. 

20. 

so. 

ao. 

t 

£ 

S.  <1. 

s.  d. 

£ 

County  Galway  : 

10,082 

10,040 

8,042 

2 4.1. 

1 3> 

Ballinasloe. 

9,676 

7.174 

- 

14,569 

1 5.-} 

4 S3 

Galway. 

- 

14,915 

7.7G9 

2 0. 

Gort. 

10,004 

1,511 

Longlirea. 

1,100 

505 

- 

6,398 

6,677 

11,540 

- 

4,863 

3 8 

Tuam. 

County  Leitrim: 

_ 

4,594 

3 7$ 

61,450 

Carrick-on-Shannon. 

3,500 

2,266 

3 «| 

47,284 

Manorbamilton. 

- 

1,145 

737 

- 

1,017 

5,916 

8,787 

- 

"S 

2 UJ 

Mohill. 

County  Mayo  : 

_ 

9,117 

27,060 

_ 

18,843 

l 10J 

5 9} 

95,774 

Ballina. 

_ 

7,816 

24,6-14 

— 

16,828 

Ballinrobe. 

16,015 

12,547 

1 4J 

Castlebar. 

8,320 

3,527 

Swineford. 

- 

3,396 

28 

4,211 

- 

5,501 

17,308 

- 

11,807 

V estport. 

County  Roscommon  : 

7,122 

2,384 

_ 

2 4 

1 9 

81,408 

Boyle. 

10,819 

92 

1 If 

Castlerea. 

- 

2,802 

1,974 

7,846 

- 

10,781 

- 

3,961 

3 it 

Roscommon. 

County  Sligo  : 

- 

1,122 

236 

- 

G,G43 

- 

17,167 

16,487 

680 

- 

2 5 

2 4 

142,030 

Sligo. 

86 

44,442 

28,534 

11,173 

13,870 

2,002 

978 

89,048 

77,994 

5,031 

7,574 

150,443 

245,005 

14,883 

109,445 

2 _0J 

3 1 

1,465,643 

1,465,643 

Total  Connaught. 
Total  for  May. 

21,872 

29,242 

273,230 

214,816 

65,474 

7,059 

1 73 

1 3‘ 

3,320,133 

Ulster. 

33,667 

516,620 

65,630 

? Sf 

2 71 

3./ 1 1 .103 

11,802 

369,133 

342,373 

42.046 

i 5* 

86 

44,442 

11,173 

2,002 

89,048 

5,031 

150,443 

245,005 

14,883 

3 1 

33,289 

26,287 

96,103 

76,345 

151,889 

157,147 

9,121 

8,798 

229,939 

209,369 

79,742 

93,581 

1309426 

1299851 

188,033 

178,458 

2 0 

1 11.1 

13.187.421 

13.107.421 

Total,  June. 
Total,  May. 

a Ballina. — Vioo-Guardians  appointed  24th  December,  1845 
1 Ballisrobb. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  13th  July,  1847- 
1 Castlebar.—' Vice-Guardians  appointed  13th  July,  1847. 
k 'Westport. — Vice-Guardians  appointed  lGth  August,  1817. 

In-Maintenance,  Out-Relief,  and  Temporary  Fever  Hospitals,  £140,029,  leaving  £38,35G/br  “Establishment  and  all  oiler  Erpei 


ippointed  17th  February,  1848. 
ippointed  31st  December,  1847. 


Unions  on  29tli  September,  1847,  and  30tb  June,  184S. 

from  which  amount,  deducting  the /SO  June,  18-18,  £151,889,1  the  net  amount  of  Debts,  over  and  f 30  Juue,  1843,  £1^,199. 
money  in  the  Treasurers’  hands,  viz.\29  Sept.,  1847,  £39,900,  J above  the  money  m hands  would  be, \J)Stpt.,  184 

J , . „ , , in ,n  . .-.no  oi  ] f deducting  which  amount,  the  net  ] on  Tnn-  in<R  po-iq  neo 

f 30  June,  1848,  to  £263,750,  land  the  money  m their  Trea-  / 30  June,  1848,  to  £33,811,1  amount  of  Debt  0Ter  and  above  If  %£3’£S’ 

/ 29  Sept.,  1047,  to  £266,963, /surers’  hands  amounted,  on  \ 29  Sept.,  184/,  to  £14,236, |the  moncy  jn  hands,  would  he,  on  f SePt,J 
£118,080, 7 and  the  Debts/30  June,  1848,  to  £38.338,1  deducting  whi*  there  would  remain  a f 30  June,  1848,  to  £79,742. 

£25, 730! /amounted,  on\29  Sept.,  1847,  to  £5,980, /net  balance  to  their  eretht,  amounting,  on  \ -9  Sept.,  1847,  to  i.19,/50. 
on  account  of  Loans,  are  excluded  from  this  Statement.  

STATEMENT  showing  the  amount  of  Poor  Kate  collected  during  eaci  month  since  tlie  commencement  of  the  year  1846; 
also  tie  Amount  uncollected,  and  tie  stale  of  tie  Balances  at  foot  of  tie  Treasurers’  acconnte  at  tie  close  of  oaci  month. 


January. 

February 

May' 

July 

September 
October  . 
November 
December 

Total  . 


38,436 

31,230 

30,630 

24,185 

17,173 

21,510 

26,805 

36,639 

46,440 


390,071 


52,439 

47,264 

52,561 

63,110 

64,865 

59,436 

62,097 

53,389 

73,358 

121,255 

151,684 

168,850 


970,308  867, C37 


194,054 

187,064 

138,449 

111,981 

114,518 

121,571 


219,052 
206,664 
174,734 
173,956 
163,508 
150,201 
129,125 
135,233 
155,718  , 
225,815  ! 
244,050  : 
243,384  j 


250,953  1788,511 
279,140  ! 653,856 
265.149  1 661,855 


349.773 

406,223 

463,730 

594,120 

690,103 

816,452 

864,049 


610,095 

655,926 

605,548 


in  Unions  at  close  of  the  M 


! £ ! £ 

! 33.274  177.228 
1 30,383  208,545 
I 26,493  180,409 
; 21,611  162,823 
] 15,424  ; 157,147 
: 14,404  151.889 
18,726 
i 25,210 


57,655 

56,425 

47,001 

44,350 

39,913 

32,114 

34,393 

35,358 


I 64,444 
; 105,893 
1 145,706 


by  the  British  Association,  and  the  Amounts,  are  subjoined. 

CONNAUGHT  PBOVIS 

Ballina,  . . • • £20,530  Clifden, 

Ballinrobe,  . . ■ 

Carrick-on-Shannon,  . 5,784 

Castlebar,  . - • 12,298 

Castlerea,  . > • 2,700 


5,294 

5,014 

G.580 

6,152 

6,649 


8,071 

11,089 

14,746 

19,452 


23,565 

28.312 

31,112 

32,278 

30,526 

31,897 

34.860 

35,507 

29.841 

28,782 

16,879 


4,395 

3,728 

5,261 

8,463 


Galway, 

Gort, 

MohUl, 


£8,349 

12,250 

1.500 

3.500 

2.500 


£1,000 
5,300 
, 12,670 


2 F 2 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


PAUPERS  m 

[In  continuation  of  Returns  in  Sixth  Series  of 

SUMMARIES  of  Weekly  Returns  of  Inmates  in  the  Workhouses  in  the  several  Provinces  in  Ireland,  and 
corresponding  Weeks  in  the  Tears  1847  and  1846,  respectively,  showing  the  Amount  of  Workhouse 
as  compared  with  the  previous  Week  of  the  Year,  also  with  the  corresponding  Weeks  of  the  previous 


Week  ended  Saturday,  May  6,  1848 


Ulster,  . . Sat.  6 May,  1848 
,,  8 May,  1847 
„ 9 May,  1840' 
Munster,  . Sat.  0 May,  1848 
„ 8 May,  1847 
„ 9 May,  1846 
Leinster,  . Sat.  6 Mar,  1848 
„ 8 May,  1847 
„ 9 May,  1840 
Connaught,  Sat.  6 May,  1848 
„ 8 May,  1847 
„ 9 May,  1846 

Total  of  /«*  •»*.!«§ 


I • Woauaocas  ACCOM5IODA 

origiiiaJI^ 

lluipi  tall 
calculated 

provided. 

provided 

28,200 

2,979 

10,338 

41,717 

26,210 

4,700 

24,793 

55,703 

24,850 

3,427 

12,763 

41,040 

14,600 

1,438 

4,015 

20,033 

93,860 

12,54-4 

52,109 

157,513 

36,431  52,307 

17,644  39,607 

7,666  20,736 


• 1,852  3,156  5,008 

8.210  3,400  6,610 

175  1,493  1,668 

1.211  5,535  6,746 

3,377  4,589  7,966 

290  2,385  2,675 

1,272  4,072  5,344 

1,753  3,484  5,237 

164  2,142  2,306 

830  2,694  3,530 

740  1,462  2,202 


5,171  15,457  20,628 

9,080  12,935  22,015 

685  0,429  7,114 


Week  ended  Saturday,  May  13,  1848, 


Ulster,  . Sat.  13  Mav,  1848 
„ 15  Mar,  1847 
„ 16  May,  1846 
Munster,  . Sat.  13  May,  1848 
„ 15  May,  1847 
16  Mav,  1846 
Leinster,  . Sat.  13  May,  1848 
„ 15  May,  1847 
„ 16  May,  18-16 
Connaught,  Sat.  13  May,  1848 
„ 15  May,  1847 
„ 16  Jfii}-,  1846 

Total  of  fSat.13  May,  1848 
Ireland,  1 

’ l.  si  10  May,  1846 


2,362,132  28.200  2,979  10,823  42,002 

2,435,347  26,210  3,935  25,919  56,064 


2,006,036  24,850  3,331  12,733  40,914 

1,370,753  14,600  1,438  4,315  20,353 


8,174,268  93,860  11,683  53,790  159,333 


37,942  53,802 

18,060  41,206 

8,412  21,741 


1,006  5,123  6,129 

3,095  4,590  7,685 

310  2,454  2,764 

1,374  4,120  5,494 

2,074  3,611  5,685 

221  2,320  2,541 

760  2,573  3,333 

676  1,889  2,565 

69  489  558 

4,905  -14,830  19,735 

9,031  13,254  22,285 

889  6,672  7,561 


Week  ended  Saturday,  May  20,  1848, 


Ulster,  . Sat.  20  May,  1848 
„ 22  May,  1847 
n 23  Mar,  1846 
Munster,  . Sat.  20  May,  1848 
„ 22  May,  1847 
, „ 23  May,  1846 

Leinster,  . Sat.  20  May,  1848 
„ 22  May,  1847 
„ 23  May,  1846 
Connaught,  Sat.  20  May,  1848 
„ 22  Mav,  1047 
„ 23  May,  1846 


f Sat.  20  May,  1| 
I „ 22  May,  ll 
’ l „ 23  May,  11 


1,646  4,563  6,209 

1,151  2,164  3,315 

2,760  6,292  9,052 


53,515  159,524  12,293  26,547  38,840  54,037 

4,971  14,261  19,232  42,605 

2,547  5,965  8,512  22,086 
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WORKHOUSES. 


Poor  Law  Correspondence  of  the  present  /Session.] 


Fever  Hospitals  connected  therewith,  in  tlie  Months  of  April,  May,  June,  and  July,  1848,  and  in  the 
Accommodation ; Numbers  of  the  several  Classes  in  the  Workhouses ; the  Increase  or  Decrease  in  each  Week 
Tears ; and  the  Number  of  Fever  Patients,  and  of  Deaths. 


and  corresponding  Periods  of  1847  and  1846. 


All  other  C losses. 

31 

upward,. 

TotoL 

WorkZou^ 

1,715 

1,734 

1,128 

2,604 

2,225 

1,649 

2,296 

2,511 

1,743 

316 

431 

190 

2,379 

2,561 

1,478 

3,373 

3,308 

2,293 

2,845 

2,872 

2,196 

461 

637 

181 

4,094 

4,295 

2,606 

5,977 

5,583 

3,942 

5.141 

5,383 

3,939 

777 

1,068 

371 

33,238 

30,410 

12,042 

44,963 

31,181 

16,494 

30,660 

26,297 

14,995 

16,494 

7,657 

2,843 

6,931 

6,901 

4,710 

9,058 

9,378 

6,148 

15,989 

16,279 

10,858 

125,355 

9.5,545 

46,374 

45,20G 

31,011 

1G.3G0 


125,855' 


D.  40 
|D.  243 
|d.  351 
154 


Decrca 

An  No. 

compared 

Cf,4'rpd 

18.7- 

me. 

2,820 

20,431 

12,457 

27,515 

4,363 

15,665 

7,083 

9,394 

26,731 

73,005 

?! 


Fever  Patients  removed  to 
Fever  Hospitols  uncon- 
nected with  Workhouses. 

No.  of  Fever  Pa 

ienu. 

Deaths. 

,T££ 

asr 

Sjfcto 

No.ln 

wK; 

wS. 

s? 

||; 

31 

27 

11 

1,852 

1,982 

D.  130 

227 

257 

D.  30 

20 

• 416 

ICO 

385 

1,211 

1,184 

27 

403 

404 

D.  1 

31 

108 

95 

16 

13 

92 

1,272 

1,333 

D.  61 

161 

. 201 

D.  40 

45 

45 

45 

836 

887 

D.  51 

208 

216 

D.  8 

600 

400 

67 

200 

533 

5,171 

5,386 

D.  215 

999 

1,078 

D.  79 

and  corresponding  Periods  of  1847  and  1S46. 

Id.  in 


9,302 

10,017 

6,259 


16,634 

17,269 

11,077 


33,127 
30,881 
12,124 
44, GOG 
30,814 
17,049 
33,421 


15,953 

16,457 

8,701 

3,GG5 

127,613 

yo.fHo 

48,791 


33,238 

44,131 

33,455 

16,225 


127,049+ 


20,152 

27,559 

17.4G8 

11,724 


D.  87 
D.  174 
D.  106 
D.  44 


D.  411 


and  corresponding  Periods  of  1847  and  1846. 


16,337 

17,236 

11,306 


32,933 

31,533 

12.226 

45j358 

34579 

17,500 

32,991 

28,893 

16,026 

17,326 

8,642 


32,859 

74 

1,400 

45,200 

158 

12,449 

33,421 

D.  430 

4,098 

17,071 

255 

6,947 

128,55 If 

57 

24,894 

27,858  ! 1 

I 1 

1G,965  j 1 


± The  Numbers  for  Bojlc,  Cshiio 


ford,  end  Skibberoen,  ere  not  inoludod  in  the  a bore. 
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29  May,  1847 
„ 30  May,  1848 
Sat.  27  May,  18411 
„ 29  May,  1847 
„ 30  Mav,  1846 
Sat.  27  Mav,  1848 
„ 29  May,  1847 
„ 30  May,  1846 


. . f Sat.  27  May,  1848 
11  \ .,  29  May,  1847 

.AND,  ^ 30  MaVj  1846 


according  to 
Census  or  ISU. 

Workhouse  Accommodation.  1 

it 

Hi 

provided. 

provided 

2,362,132 

28,200 

3,549 

10,550 

42,299 

2,435,347 

26,210 

3,824 

25,937 

55,971 

2,006,030 

24,850 

3,291 

12,574 

40,715 

1,370,753 

14,600 

1,488 

4,565 

20,653 

0,174,268 

93,860 

12,152 

53,620 

159,638 

Week  ended  Saturday,  May  27,  1848 

Number  op  Paupers  in  the  Workhouses  in 


13,962  18,197 

12,696  21,149 

6,383  7,104 


Week  ended  Saturday,  June  3,  1848, 


Sat.  3 Jane  1848 
„ 5 Jane,  1847 
„ 6 Jane,  1846 
Sat.  3 June,  1848 
„ 5 June,  1847 
„ 6 Jane,  1846 
, Sat.  3 June,  1848 
„ 5 June,  1847 
„ 6 Juno,  1846 


2,362,132 

28,200 

3,179 

11,130 

2,435,347 

26,210 

3,930 

26,129 

2,006,036 

24,850 

3,291 

12,821 

1,370,753 

14,600 

1,624 

4,570 

0,174,268 

93,860 

12,024 

54,650 

613  1,804  2,417 

2,914  5,099  8,013 

583  1,285  1,868 


2,598  5,939  8,537  21,844 


Week  ended  Saturday,  June  10,  1848, 


161,304  13,638  28,074  41,712  56,422 

5,093  13,994  19,007  : 42,377 

2,547  5,030  8,377  I 21,987 


Week  ended  Saturday,  June  17,  1S48, 


1,620  4,560  6,180 

517  1,487  2,004 

25,886  57,606  5,681  11,411  17,092 

1,483  4,093  5,576 

1,066  2,093  3,159 

13,358  41,575  3,389  6,874  10,263 

1,376  4,071  5,447 

682  1,813  2,495 

5,784  22,098  3,322  5,667  8,989 

650  1,351  2,001 


Total  of  f Sat,  17  June,  1848  8,174,26 

Ireland  { ” • 19  June.  m7 
Ireland,  [ 20  JallC]  1346 


56,184  163,814  14,544  29,590  44,134 

5,129  14,075  19,204 

2,580  5,892  8,472 


14,066  18,213 

12,975  22,428 

6,442  7,338 


. The  Numbers  for  Cashel,  Ennboorthy,  Enniskillen,  Ennurtymon,  Galway,  Glenties,  Eongford,  Skibberoen,  and  Westport,  are  not  inoluded  in  tho  above, 
t The  Numbers  fur  Dunianaghy,  Enniscorthy,  Enniskillen,  Ennistymon,  Longford,  Skibbereen,  and  Tnllamore,  aro  not  inoluded  in  the  abOYO. 
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and  corresponding  Periods  of  1847  and  1846. 

EACH  PROVIHCE,  I I I j 


I Workhouses] 


r^:‘  {“'S'-''1  MxcdjC1' 


31,188  31,440  D.  252  105  1 1.0,035  1 4 

31,003  ! 1 115 

11,013  [ i a4 

45,002  44,043  950  13.001  23,030  1 S3 

30,042  j 2 l| 

16,748  I i 8.J 

, 31,049  32.008  D.  359  3,193  16,138  1 /> 

28,456  I ’ 2 42 

15,511  i 1 104 

I 17,017  16,049  368  5,933  ( 11,341  1 6| 

3/224  ! 1 gj 


12  D.  50  D.  3 
00  ! 

15 

330  D.  160  274 

502 
62  ! 

70  D.  19  59 


125.056  124,940'*  716  28,112  74,544  1 54  471  |D.  188 

98,323  3 27,  659  I 

47,396  1 9}  89  ! 


and  corresponding  Periods  of  1S47  and  1846. 


32,419  261  397  20,322  1 34  13  j D.  91  D.  2 1,284  I 1,367 


12,086  ! 1 8" 

46,134  45,008  1,006  16,720  20,914  1 4 

29,414  | 2 2 

17,220  1 83 

33,572  33,150  422  4,110  17,333  1 7 


383  ID.  13G  325  901  j 899 

519  i 
58  1 

64  D.  16  61  1,296  j 1,435  ] 

80  j 
3 

70  ! 58  70  814  I 863 


7.153  9,301  16,454  132,709  130,02S±  2,686  29,324  80,624  1 54  530  I D.  185  454  4.295  1 4,564  I 

7,255  10,116  17,371  100,467  I 2 3 715  i ! 

4,793  6,306  11,099  48,637  i 1 9}  76,  j 


and  corresponding  Periods  of  1847  and  1846. 


1,817  2,534  4,351  33,217  32,941  276  807  20,927  1 35 

1,850  2,791  4,641  32,410  j 1 111 

1,134  1,470  2,604  12,009  I 1 8' 

2,890  3,625  6,515  48,654  48,218  436  18,706  30,854  1 4 

2,599  3,764  6,363  29,948  j 2 2 

1,713  2,579  4,292  17,800  j 1 8S 

2,468  3,059  5,527  34,858  34,696  162  4,758  18,211  1 62 

2,628  3,175  5.803  30,100  2 4 

1,884  2,224  4,108  16,647  I 1 105 

464  565  1,029  22,027  21,126  901.  9,369  15,755  1 6} 

522  700  1,222  10,447  2 4 

248  285  533  3,840  j 1 95 


7,639  9,783  17,422  138,756  136,981§  1,775  33,640  85,747  1 5 503  D.  187  424  4,147  4.295  D.  148 

7,599  10,430  18,029  102,905  2 21  690 

4,979  6,558  11,537  50,296  1 9 79 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Names  of  Paonj 


Ulster,  . 
Monster,  . 
Leinster,  . 
Connaught, 


Sat.  24  June,  1848 
„ 26  June,  1847 
„ 27  Juno,  1846 
Sat.  24  June,  1848 
„ 26  June,  1847 
„ 27  June,  1846 
Sat.  24  June,  1848 
„ 26  June,  1847 
„ 27  June,  1846 
Sat.  24  June,  1848 
„ 26  June,  1847 
„ 27  June,  1846 

f Sat.  24  Juno,  1848 
-1  „ 26  Juno,  1847 
L „ 27  June,  1846 


28,200 

26,210 

24,850 

14,600 


11,060 

26,386 

14,616 

3,95-1 


58,016 


42,539 

58,231 

42,737 

22,338 


165,845 


Pauper 

Week  ended  Saturday,  June  24,  184S 


-males.  Total. 


1,426 

11,544 

3,989 


5,601 

10J12 

5,291 

2,448 

9,341 

1,952 


17,161 

15,437 

5,730 

19,732 

11,525 

7,396 

13,987 

12,006 

7,470 


44,994  I 
19,131  ; 
8,529  | 


5.9,420 

42,910 

22,583 


Ick  in  tbc'Workliousc  Hospital, 


18,185 

21,909 

0,758 


Ulster,  . Sat.  1 July,  1848 
„ 3 July,  1847 
! 4 July,  1816 

2,362,132 

28,200 

3,279 

11,130 

42,609 

Munster,  , Sat.  1 July,  1848 
„ 3 July,  1847 

2,435,347 

20,210 

5,510 

26,546 

58,200 

Leinster,  , Sat.  1 July,  1848 
„ 3 July,  1847 

2,006,036 

24,850 

3,271 

14,246 

42,367 

Connaught,  Sat.  1 July,  1848 
„ 3 July,  1847 
„ 4 July,  1846 

1,370,753 

14,600 

2,036 

5,754 

22,390 

Total  of  fSat-  J 
Ireland,  ) « 4 ■ju  7>  J847 
* L » 4 July,  1846 

8,174,268 

93,860 

14,096 

57,076 

165,632 

Week  ended  Saturday,  July  1,  1S4S, 


2.9952 

13,723 

5,819 


G,194 

1,9.10 

17,866 

5,755 

3,171 

10,213 

5,040 

2,391 


45,165 

19,055 

8,329 


7,395 

13,996 

11,861 

7,234 

8,316 

3,114!) 

1,851 


59,579 


Leinster, 


Ulster,  . . Sat.  8 July,  1848 
„ 10  Jufy,  1847 
„ 11  July,  1846 

Munster,  . Sat.  8 July,  1848 
„ 10  July,  1847 
„ 11  July,  1846 
Sat.  8 July,  1848 
„ 10  July,  1847 
„ 11  July,  1846 
Connaught,  Sat.  8 July,  1848 
„ 10  July,  1847 
„ 11  July,  1840 

Total  of  f®*1,  B July,  1848 


2,362,132 

28,200 

3,289 

11,149 

42,038 

2,435,347 

26,610 

6,104 

26,000 

50,720 

2,006,036 

24,850 

3,355 

14,145 

42,350 

1,370,753 

14,600 

2,040 

6,004 

22,650 

8,174,268 

94,260 

14,794 

57,304 

166,358 

Week  ended  Saturday,  July  8,  1848, 


16,895 

14,931 

5,859 

20,364 

11,580 

7,113 

13,951 

11,888 

7,189 

8,375 


59,585 

42,409 

21,935 


17,117 

20,237 

7,138 


Week  ended  Saturday,  July  15,  1848, 


Lister,  . Sat.  15  July,  1848 
17  July,  1847 
..  July,  1846 

Munster,  , Sat.  15  July,  1848 
» 17  July,  1847 
„ 18  July,  1846 
Leinster,  . Sat  15  July,  1848 
,,  17  July  1847 
_ „ 18  July,  1846 

Connaught,  Sat.  15  July,  1848 
„ 17  July,  1847 
„ 18  July,  1846 

Total  of  f Sat-  I5  July,  1848 
Ireland,  i W July  1847 
t.  ,,  18  July,  1846 

2,362,132 

2,435,347 

2,006,036 

1,370,753 

28,200 

26,210 

24,850 

14,600 

3,479 

5,974 

3,931 

1,910 

10,955 

26,536 

12,266 

6,328 

42,634 

58,720 

41,047 

22,838 

2,182 

1,606 

530 

6,450 

1,488 

1,037 

3,223 

1,154 

558 

3,537 

748 

348 

5,497 

4,212 

1,420 

12,241 

3,649 

2,101 

6,667 

3,690 

1,735 

5,565 

1,340 

545 

7,679 

5,818 

1,950 

18,691 

5.137 

3.138 
9,890 
4,844 
2,293 
9,102 
2,088 

893 

17,066 

14,830 

5,743 

20,966 

11,877 

7,510 

13,994 

11.636 

7,151 

8,644 

3,955 

1,944 

1,028 

2,788 

139 

916 

1,490 

422 

1,140 

2,713 

264 

644 

1,325 

72 

2.582 
2,814 
1,311 

4.583 
3,590 
2,276 
3,649 
3,337 
2,134 
2,089 
1,795 

448 

3,610 

5,602 

1,450 

5,499 

5,080 

2,698 

4,789 

6,050 

2,398 

2,733 

3,120 

520 

8,174,268 

93,860 

15,294 

56,085 

165,239 

15,392 

4,996 

2,473 

29,970 

12,891 

5,801 

45,362 

17,887 

8,274 

60,670 

42,298 

22,348 

3,728 

8,316 

897 

12,903 

11,536 

6,169 

16,631 

19,852 

7,066 

t Tlie  Numbers  for  Bantry,’  Boyle? 


ot  Included  in  tbe  above. 
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and  corresponding  Periods  of  1847  and  1846. 


1,852  2,759  4,611  31,893 

1,120  1,385  2,505  11,761 

2,837  3,470  6,307  50,084  49,417 

• 2,246  3,435  5,681  28,545 

1,709  2,429  4,138  17,457 


194  1,637  21,470  1 


34,075  313  5,460  18,371  1 7 

* 1 101 

21,470  D.  75  9,516  16,100  1 6 


7,512  9,711  17,223  139,397  138,298+  1,0 

6,979  9,910  16,889  99,007 

4,884  6,211  11,095  48,930 


38,152  87,605  1 5 
2 21 
1 9* 


and  corresponding  Periods  of  1847  and  1846. 


34,415  ' 24  I 5,836  18,574  1 61  63  D.  42  60 

2 2}  105 

1 9?  3 

20,535  156  j 9,295  15,584  1 5i  28  20  27 

2 31  8 


9,787  17,252  138,769  1 38 ,892*! D.  123  j 39,839  88,197  1 4? 

9,452  16,162  97,626  I 2 2 

5,966  10,657  47,792  1 9i 


and  corresponding  Periods  of  1847  and  1846. 


32,806  33,033  0.  232  2,142  20,83 

30,664 
11,662 

51,255  51,679  D.  424  23,618  i 33,93 


9,323  16,561  139,224  140, 767§  D.  1,543  42,524  88,684  1 4j  523  195  463 

9,673  16,663  96,700  2 0 328 

6,117  10,966  48,654  I 1 10  60 


Printed’ image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


226 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Pauper 


Week 

nded  Saturday 

July  22,  1848 

\Vorrhousb  Accommodation. 

mber  ok  Paupers  is 

THE  WOR 

KKOUSSP  ,s 

Names 

orPnoviMRA. 

Population  of 

No.  lor 

which 

T°tt|r>'0' 

Ablc-bodic 

. 

Sick 

n tbc  Wor 

SuHfuid 

calculated 

provided. 

provided 

Province. 

Fen*.,, 

TotaL 

•SSL 

Other 

T.U1, 

Ulster,  . 

Sat.  22  July,  1848 

2,362,132 

28,200 

3,479 

10,755 

42,434 

2,152 

5,470 

7,622 

17,021 

„ 24  July.  1847 

1,546 

4,035 

5,581 

14,778 

„ 25  July,  1846 

529 

1,359 

1,888 

Munster,  . 

Sat.  22  July,  1848 

2,435,347 

26,610 

6,088 

26.580 

59,284 

6,309 

11,683 

17,9.02 

20,353 

„ 24  July,  1847 

1,624 

3,559 

5,183 

11,429 

„ 25  July,  1846 

2.101 

3,174 

7,512 

Leinster,  . 

Sat.  22  July,  1848 

2,006,036 

24,850 

4,131 

13,201 

42,182 

2,925 

0.217 

9,142 

13,713 

992 

,,  24  July,  1847 

."394 

4,541 

11,279 

2,161 

6,876 

Connaught, 

Sat.  22  July,  1848 

13,70,753 

14,000 

2,046 

6;220 

22,874 

3,620 

9,292 

8,819 

„ 24  July,  1847 

752 

1,459 

2,211 

4,137 

1,363 

518 

858 

2,025 

62 

478 

540 

T ( 1 f 

| Sat.  22  July,  1848 

8,174,268 

94,260 

15,744 

56,770 

166,774 

15,006 

29,042 

44,048 

59,906 

3,434 

12,447 

17,510 

41,6-23 

5,585 

8,081 

22,169 

707 

0,165 

6,952 

Week  ended  Saturday 

July  2 

9,  1848, 

Ulster, 

Sat.  28  July,  1848 

2,362,132 

28,200 

3,279 

11,055 

42,534 

2,021 

5,065 

7,086 

16,102 

858 

2,523 

1,403 

3.759 

5,162 

14,071 

2,678 

,,  I Aug.  1846 

515 

1,328 

1,843 

5,523 

Munster,  . 

Sat.  28  July,  1848 

2,435,347 

26,610 

6,088 

26,306 

59,084 

5,902 

11,072 

16,974 

19,972 

843 

1,262 

3,232 

4,494 

11,040 

„ 1 Aug.  1846 

958 

1,989 

Leinster,  . 

Sat.  29  July,  1848 

2,006,036 

24,850 

3,571 

J 5,681 

44,102 

2,710 

5,991 

8,701 

1,066 

3,154 

4,220 

11,058 

2,214 

Connaught, 

Sat.  29  July,  1848 

1,370,753 

14,000 

2,046 

6,138 

22,784 

2.565 

4,353 

„ 31  July,  1847 

549 

981 

1,530 

3,245 

231 

351 

582 

1,442 

5.0 

354 

413 

Sat.  29  Julv,  1848 

8,174,268 

94,260 

14,984 

59,260 

168,504 

13,198 

26,481 

39,679 

50,829 

3,196 

Ireland,  * 

„ 31  July,  1847 

4,280 

11,126 

15,406 

39,414 

10,558 

18,000 

„ 1 Aug.  1846 

2,269 

5,223 

7,492 

21,053 

819 

5,901 

6,720 

* Tlie  Numbm  for  Cabircirecn,  Dingle,  Ennbcorthr,  Glcntiei,  Tullamoro,  and  Waterford,  arc  not  included  in  tho  above. 
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AND  STATE  OF  UNIONS,  IN  IRELAND. 


Returns. 


t Tbc  Numbers  for  Ballinrobc,  Boyle,  Cahirciroen,  Castlcblanoy,  Dingle,  Ennisoorthy,  Galway,  Glentica,  Mohill,  Tullamore,  and  Waterford,  are  not  included  in  tbe  abore. 


2 G 2 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 


Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  and  of  the  Expenditure  thereon,  for  a period  of  Sixteen 
Weeks,  ending  July  29,  1848. 


Week 

Person 

relierod 

Person 

Total  re 

[ered  out 

Eipcndil 

ro. 

Obserrations. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons 

Persons 

In  Money. 

In  Kind. 

Total. 

£ s.  d. 

Abbeyleix  . 

IS  April 

1,174 

85 

121 

1,259 

6 8 6 

22  April 

1,185 

2,722 

2.6G7 

87 

126 

2,848 

5 8 11 

29  April 

1,141 

92 

121 

1,233 

3 14  7 

6 May 

1,133 

2,663 

76 

104 

1,209 

2,767 

2,991 

1 3 6 

87  12 

13  May 

2,859 

98 

132 

1,283 

20  May 

1,215 

2>2G 

82 

113 

1,297 

3,039 

27  May 

1,246 

3,011 

95 

130 

1,341 

3,141 

3 12  11 

97  6 

8 

100  19 

3,137 

96 

1,406 

3,268 

3 10  3 

JU  Juno 

1,321 

3,239 

95 

139 

1,416 

3,378 

3 11  1 

105  2 10 

17  June 

1,339 

3,282 

107 

148 

1,446 

3,430 

24  June 

1,387 

3,386 

114 

154 

1,501 

3,540 

1 July 

1,414 

3,493 

102 

146 

1,516 

3,639 

32  15  5 

81  35 

1,431 

3,522 

119 

1G4 

1,550 

3,686 

7 19  4 

1,505 

3,620 

123 

169 

1,628 

3,789 

6 15  4 

114  1 

1,477 

3,633 

124 

175 

1,601 

3,808 

6 16  3 

113  6 

1 

1,473 

3,611 

120 

1,593 

3,778 

7 7 3 

112  15 

3 

120  2 

6 

Antrim  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

No  out-door  relief. 

Arc  ee  . 

IS  April 

915 

1,779 

_ 

915 

22  April 

9G7 

1,979 

967 

1,970 

54  1 6 

29  April 

2,006 

54  9 11 

11 

6 May 

2,018 

1,030 

2,018 

993 

2,064 

993 

2,064 

1,035 

2,055 

1,035 

2,055 

2,047 

1,009 

2,047 

54  19  1 

1,012 

2,072 

10  June 

2,089 

1,016 

2,089 

55  17  5 

17  June 

2,037 

995 

24  J nne 

2,080 

1,005 

2,080 

2,124 

1,019 

2,124 

11  July 

995 

2,130 

Cost  not  staled. 

1,001 

22  July 

991 

2,082 

991 

2,082 

29  July 

1 ,651 

— 

— 

825 

1,651 

42  12  9 

— 

42  12 

9 

Armaoh 

IS  April 

917 

1,499 

1,376 

_ 

__ 

917 

1,499 

860 

1,376 

29  April 
6 May 

1,292 

fii 

986 

658 

98G 

13  May- 

515 

742 

515 

742 

458 

658 

2 J 

o: 

467 

320 

8» 

269 

390 

269 

10  June 

238 

350 

238 

i 

17  June 

089 

204 

24  June 

236 

318 

226 

1 July 

234 

322 

234 

322 

3 J uly 

213 

8| 

305 

213 

305 

305 

213 

29  July 

299 

— 

— 

212 

— 

6 3 

9.1 

6 3 

9.J 

AtHLOXE  . 

15  April 

2,610 

5,817 

824 

2,988 

3,434 

8,805 

_ 

- 

5,964 

825 

3,010 

3,686 

8,974 

lg 

696 

2,591 

3,311 

8,430 

5 13  9 

500 

2,109 

3,168 

7,968 

6,076 

G10 

2,187 

3,174 

8,263 

5,979 

600 

2,140 

3,164 

8,119 

27  May 

2J197 

6,248 

597 

2,206 

3,289 

8,454 

6,693 

642 

2,206 

3,539 

10  June 

6,967 

625 

2,230 

3,542 

9,197 

. 

17  June 

7,228 

C52 

2,413 

3,693 

9,641 

24  J une 

7,547 

694 

2,556 

3,730 

10,103 

735 

3,822 

10,146 

8 July 

7,361 

746 

2,824 

2,697 

3,840 

10,185 

■f 

10,006 

700 

2,830 

3.61G 

10,005 

664 

. 2,666 

3,609 

9,677 

3 3 1 

202  12 

9* 

205  15  10* 

Atht  . 

IS  April 

1,282 

2,391 

_ 

_ 

1,282 

2,391’ 

1,274 

29  April 

2,607 

1,258 

2,607 

G May 

1,253 

2,643 

13  May 

1,263 

20  May 

1,263 

2,530 

1,263 

0 ^ y 

27  May 

2,596 

1,236 

2,596 

2,582 

1,250 

2,582 

10  Jnne 

1,266 

17  June 

1,274 

2,695 

24  J une 

1,257 

2,764 

1,261 

2,764 

1,257 

1,234 

1,240 

2,664 

" July 

1,238 

1,217 

— 

— 

2,694 

-9  July 

— 

— 

1,217 

2,775 

92  19  10 

0 3 

93  3 

2 

BlILIBBOROUGn  . 

15  April 

1,835 

4,503 

_ 

_ 

1,835 

4,503 

1,801 

ilk  i iht 

29  April 

1,731 

1,664 

4,120 

1,666 

4,186 

yf 

27  May 

1,675 

4,126 

z 

1,681 

1,675 

4,219 

4,126 

104  16 

2} 

104  16 

21 

1,631 

4,030 

~ 

103  18 

5,1 

103  18 

3l 
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Expenditure, 

Week 

06  serration*. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Id  Money. 

In  Kind. 

Total. 

d 

B.ulieborough 

1 U June 

1,589 

3,942 

1,589 

3,942 

100  3 7- 

( continu'd ) 

1,601 

3,954 

1,601 

3,954 

100  17  0 

100  17  0 

1,604 

3,990 

1.604 

3,990 

102  9 5 

1 July 

1,602 

4,000 

1,602 

4.000 

102  0 0 

102  0 0 

1,581 

4,086 

1,581 

4,086 

91  8 11 

91  8 11; 

1,621 

4,060 

1,621 

4,060 

91  18  li 

91  18  li 

22  July 

1,627 

4,0G9 

1,627 

4,069 

91  It  5 

91  8 5; 

1,575 

3,876 

— 

— 

1,575 

3,876 

— 

88  11  6i  08  11  6. 

Ballina 

15  April 

4,580 

11,329 

11,224 

25,937 

15,804 

37,266 

0 18 

2 

918  14  0 
1,236  7 3 

919  12  21 

22  April 

4,590 

11,163 

11,457 

25,585 

16,047 

36,748 

1 12 

8 

29  April 

4,587 

11,295 

10,955 

25,038 

15,542 

36,333 

1 18 

0 

1.186  5 83  1,198  4 5: 

4,592 

11,344 

10,836 

24,745 

15.428 

36,089 

1 16 

2 

1,166  10  3 

1,168  6 5i, 

13  May 

4,999 

10,832 

22,972 

15,831 

34,939 

1 16 

2 

1,146  8 4 

20  May 

4,573 

11,332 

22,053 

15,131 

33,385 

1 16 

6 

1,032  1 (is 

1,033  18  Oi 

27  May 

4,849 

11,261 

10,421 

23,269 

15,270 

34,530 

2 0 

9 

986  18  2 

988  18  ll| 

4,535 

11,196 

11,803 

23,435 

16,338 

34,631 

2 1 

9 

1,022  8 !) 

1,024  10  6; 

10  June 

4,729 

12,098 

11,508 

24,185 

16,237 

36,283 

9 

1,199  0 4l 

1,201  3 1, 

4,808 

12,040 

12,741 

26,672 

17,549 

38,712 

2 5 

3 

1,189  10  4' 

1,191  15  1\ 

24  June 

4.498 

11.494 

12,815 

28,851 

17,313 

40,345 

2 8 

0 

1,226  17  1? 

1,229  5 1; 

1 July 

4,848 

11,504 

13,387 

29,367 

18,235 

40,871 

2 14 

1,2G0  15  6 

1,263  10  0 

0 July 

4,947 

11.769 

13,562 

30,059 

18,509 

41,828 

2 13 

6 

1,308  0 4 1,310  13  10 

15  July 

4,984 

11,917 

13,948 

30,801 

18,932 

42,718 

2 9 

1,340  17  10 

1,349  7 71 

22  July 

4,896 

12,172 

13,997 

31,157 

18,893 

43,329 

43,237 

2 12 

3 

1,289  1 4 

1,291  13  7i 

29  July 

4,801 

11,449 

14,187 

31,788 

18,988 

0 

1,345  4 7 

1,347  19  7 

15  April 

4,886 

351 

845 

2,794 

5,731 

0 16 

6 

157  13  2 
194  1G  2 

158  9 8? 

6,109 

374 

892 

3,091 

7,001 

0 18 

10 

195  15  01 

29  April 

GMay 

0,370 

499 

1,247 

3,316 

7,617 

1 0 

6 

217  10  1 

210  10  It 

3.040 

644 

1,692 

3,684 

8,662 

0 16 

0 

241  3 6 

241  19  6 

13  May 

3,113 

7.207 

1,873 

3,848 

9,080 

0 15 

6 

230  12  6 

231  8 0; 

3.306 

7,497 

1,992 

4,141 

9,489 

0 17 

0 

240  14  7 

241  11  71 

27  May 

2,985 

7,327 

887 

2,344 

3,872 

9,671 

0 17 

228  7 0‘ 

2,953 

716 

1,971 

3,669 

0 

233  1 8 5- 

7,249 

4,151 

7,511 

1,139 

2,664 

4,446 

10,175 

0 17 

0 

255  18  0 

256  15  0 

7,508 

1,280 

2,957 

4,611 

10,465 

1 1 

265  15  1 

266  16  7 

1 July 

3,319 

■ 7,533 

1,163 

2,965 

4,482 

10,498 

3 11 

262  8 8 

265  19  10 

3,479 

7.903 

1,463 

3,376 

4,942 

11,279 

0 15 

0 

281  15  7 

282  10  7 

1,527 

- 3,480 

4.920 

11,254 

0 15 

6 

282  19  5 

283  14  11 

22  July 
29  July 

1^553 

3,527 

4,935 

11,168 

0 11 

li 

285  2 5 

285  13  11; 

3,320 

7,403 

1,040 

3,829 

4,960 

11,232 

0 9 

2 

208  2 1^ 

288  12  11 

3,192 

9,497 

8,822 

23,953 

12,014 

33,450 

9,843 

9,210 

25,095 

12,559 

3,456 

10.118 

9,535 

25,595 

12,991 

35,713 

l - 

Cost  not  stated. 

10.238 

10.388 

26,362 

10,246 

26,992 

13,736 

37,396 

20  May 

3,568 

10,580 

10,487 

27,678 

14,0.55 

38,258 

0 11 

9 

506  1 5; 

506  13  % 

27  May 

3,653 

10,897 

28,327 

14,550 

Cost  not  stated. 

11,085 

2.M28 

14,861 

40.120 

2 11 

3 

999  17  2 

11,2411 

11,596 

30,360 

15,4-14 

41,628 

0 11 

9 

1,047  11  1 

1.048  2 10 

11.516 

82,008 

16,237 

43,524 

0 3 

6 

960  3 0i 
915  17  11; 

.960  6 Uj 

11,786 

13,117 

34,202 

17,189 

45,988 

0 4 

V 

.916  2 (i 

4.110 

11,884 

13,592 

35,591 

17,702 

0 14 

.934  0 0 

934  14  2 

11,852 

14,080 

36,642 

18,194 

48,494 

0 3 

0 

1,151  0 0 

1,151  3 0 

19,146 

50,476 

0 16 

0 

1,129  9 10 

4,201 

15,363 

39,369 

19,564 

51,546 

0 1 

0 

1,487  15  5; 

1,487  16  51 

29  July 

4,203 

12,190 

15,654 

39,983 

19,857 

0 1 

1 

Balltcastle 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Noout-door  relief. 

Ballymena  . 

1 5 A pi-il 

622 

1,233 

622 

1,233 

_ 

21  11  91 

21  11  9* 

1,228 

621 

1,079 

57  5 

1,079 

16  10  62 

16  10  69 

518 

933 

518 

886 

499 

G79 

679 

10  14  6 

422 

282 

422 

711  7: 

237 

350 

237 

6 17  5) 

349 

*)(  T'lyin 

188 

291 

188 

1 July 
8 July 

22  July 
29  July 

15  April 

178 

1 

264 

_ 

- 

\ discontinued. 

Ballyhoset 

585 

588 

98r 

986 

- 

583 

588 

£81 

986 

20  1 
19  19 

3 

n 

= 

20  1 3 
19  19  21 

29  April 

6 

503 

1,013 

583 

1,013 

19  15 

0 

13  May 
20  May 

1,009 

579 

1,036 

588 

1,036 

20  9 

0 

1,034 

587 

938 

584 

938 

6 

989 

582 

9 

949 

551 

949 

18  13 

0 

911 

537 

8 July 
15  July 
22  July 
29  July 

913 

536 

903 

527 

903 

0 

521 

897 

3 

505 

916 

■ — 

505 

916 

16  18 

3 

— 

Ballyshannon  . 

15  April 
22  April 

768 

781 

1,284 

1,226 

- 

- 

768 

781 

1,284 

1,226 

0" 3 

4 

25  9 9t 

26  5 3; 

25  9 91 

26  8 7} 
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Caiuuckmacross  . 15  April 
2 2 April 
29  April 
6 May 
13  May 
20  May 
27  May 

. 10  June 

17  June 

1 July 
8 July 
IS  July 
22  July 
29  July 


3,220  8,800 

2,904  8,116 

2,848  7,888 

2,826  7,894 

2,730  7,461 

1,270  2,847 

1.281  2,898 

1.282  2,901 

1,278  2,793 

1,274  2,762 

1,234  2,840 

1,203  2,781 

1,179  2,696 

1,179  2,641 

1,199  2,G6 9 

1,211  2,701 

1,172  2.636 

1,170  2,628 

1,123  2,515 

.063  2,019 

939  2,032 

1,536  3,321 

1,607  3,322 

1,605  3,473 

1,610  3,461 


1,712  3,730 
1,708  3,716 
1,846  4,020 
1,955  4,006 
1,846  3,983 
1,721  3,707 


Persons.  Csscs.  Persons.  In  Money. 


5,853  16,002 

6,095  16,600 

5,775  15,996  ' 

5,586  ! 15,507 
5,478  j 15,236 
5,380  | 14,119 


379  13  in|  379  13  111 
402  13  7 I 402  13  7 j 
377  6 11  377  6 11 
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Persons  relieyed 

Expenditure. 

Names  of  Unions. 

Ol.serr»liqns. 

Csses. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Poisons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

In  Money. 

In  Kind. 

Total. 

Celdiudgk  . 

15  April 

29  April 

27  Way 

• - 

- 

_ 

- _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

■Noont-doorrelUf. 

3 June 
10  June 
17  June 
24  June 

11  July 

5 

12 

5 

12 

0 

0 17 

0 

3 

7 

8 

7 

6 

0 6 

6 

3 

10 

3 

10 

0 C 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

No  out-door  relief. 

Clifdex  , 

15  April 

\ - 

29  April 

3,852 

9,833 

5,712 

4,402 

9,564 

14,235 

467 

4 

3i 

467  4 

3} 

13  May 

1 

27  May 
3 June 

}- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

. Returns  not  ree1*. 

4,764 

12,306 

1,983 

4,907 

6,747 

17,213 

562 

9 111 

562  9 111 

10  June 
24  June 

1 July 

15  July 

5,246 

12,933 

2,034 

5,212 

7,280 

18,145 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Cost  not  stated. 

29  July 

}- 

“ 

- 

“ 

Returns  not  rec’1. 

ClOGIIRKN  . 

15  April 

2,306 

7,374 

42 

113 

2.348 

7,487 

0 2 

6 

138 

a 

0.1 

138  10 

GA 

22  April 

2,314 

7,434 

2 

6 

2,316 

7,440 

6 

138 

Oil 

138  9 

6i 

29  April 

2,347 

15 

47 

2,362 

7,531 

0 2 

6 

135 

18 

1.- 

136  0 

7* 

6 May 

2,316 

7,367 

24 

61 

2,340 

7.428 

0 2 

6 

130 

16 

130  18 

8A 

13  May 

2,310 

7, i'll 

23 

59 

2,335 

7,350 

0 2 

6 

12!) 

17 

8 

130  0 

20  Mar 

2,346 

7,467 

33 

84 

2,379 

7,551 

0 2 

6 

133 

0 103 

133  3 

27  May 

2,349 

7,481 

35 

93 

2,384 

7,574 

0 2 

6 

13.1 

10 

9 

133  13 

3 

2,361 

7,526 

36 

96 

2,397 

7,622 

0 3 

134 

10 

3i 

134  13 

fli 

2,282 

7,112 

31 

79 

2,313 

7,191 

0 2 

6 

172 

17 

61 

173  0 

01 

51 

2,238 

6,927 

29 

2,267 

7,000 

0 2 

0 

172 

1- 

172  14 

24  June 

2,220 

6,841 

27 

63 

6,901 

0 3 

6 

171 

11 

b 

171  15 

() 

1 July 

2,179 

6,811 

32 

2,211 

6.888 

0 2 

0 

167 

1.1 

11 

167  15 

11 

8 July 

2,128 

6,580 

30 

78 

2,158 

6,658 

0 5 

6 

134 

15 

15  July 

2,096 

6,532 

28 

73 

2,124 

6,605 

0 1 

« 

129 

3 

5i 

129  4 

2,074 

6,4G3 

27 

71 

2.101 

6,5154 

0 2 

0 

128 

14 

128  16 

29  July 

2,054 

6,397 

11 

27 

2,065 

6,424 

0 1 

6 

127 

6 

7 

1 

Clog  nr. r 

928 

1,721 

_ 

_ 

928 

1.721 

_ 

40 

12 

8 

40  12 

8 

22  April 

910 

1,719 

910 

1,719 

39 

6 

39  6 

29  April 

882 

882 

1,645 

3/ 

19 

37  19 

81 

GMay 

845 

1,567 

845 

1,567 

33 

33  5 

n 

13  May 

814 

1,520 

814 

1.5:0 

/ 

20  May 

1,491 

797 

1.491 

31 

I1 

31  2 

1* 

1.506 

797 

1,506 

31 

31  2 

799 

1,548 

799 

1,548 

12  Uj 

i 

802 

1,535 

802 

1,53 1 

28 

3 

1,510 

790 

3,510 

16 

4l 

1,497 

795 

3,497 

26  14 

10 

1,050 

571 

1,050 

ill 

8 July 

599 

372 

599 

19 

401 

724 

12 

16 

420 

250 

420 

8 

8 

Of 

29  July 

235 

510 

— 

— 

235 

510 

— 

8 

18 

6 

1,021 

2,077 

_ 

_ 

1,021 

2,077 

_ 

42 

4 

2? 

42  4 

?! 

1,025 

2,054 

1,025 

2,0.54 

•2,048 

1,025 

2,041! 

0 1 

6 

40 

G May 

1,990 

1,001) 

1.990 

0 2 

0 

ill, 

11 J 

m 

999 

2,012 

0 2 

4 

••m 

20  May 

2,030 

1,009 

2,030 

0 4 10 

39 

27  May 

991 

1,969 

991 

1,969 

0 3 

3 

1,009 

2,064 

1,009 

2,064 

1 

2,165 

1,044 

2,165 

34 

75 

1,085 

2,240 

0 4 

8 113 

2,182 

48 

99 

1,101 

2,281 

4 

65 

1.126 

2,319 

0 1 

6 

0 113 

aJ 

2,168 

59 

132 

1,137 

2,300 

51  15 

si 

71 

163 

1,149 

2,333 

0 5 

0 

41. 

10' 

09 

157 

1,140 

2,533 

0 5 

6 

•29  July 

1,088 

2,144 

97 

204 

1,165 

2,348 

0 2 

10 

47 

16 

Clonmel 

830 

1,673 

1.797 

3.703 

27  4 11 

70 

1 

1 

97  6 

0 

826 

1,691 

1,831 

3.823 

9 

67 

59 

219 

1.109 

2,333 

27  5 

11 

2,288 

1,078 

2,288 

8 

35 

4 

4 

ill  17 

1,117 

2,341 

61  1 

1,125 

2,371 

1,115 

2,366 

1,123 

2,395 

55  4 

1,138 

2,431 

6 

b 

1 

1,162 

2,504 

1 July 

1,162 

2,474 

— 

1,162 

2,474 

31 

* 

2 H 
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IDownfatbick 
Drogheda  . 


15  July 
22  July 
29  July 


IS  May 

20  May 
27  May 

10  June 
17  June 
2-1  June 
1 July 
8 July 
15  July 
22  July 
29  July 


6 May 
13  May 
20  May 
27  May 
3 June 
10  June 
17  June 
24  June 
1 July 
8 July 

22  July 
29  July 

15  April 
22  April 
29  April 
6 May 
13  May 
20  May 
27  May 

10  June 
17  June 
24  June 
1 July 
8 July 
15  July 
22  July 
29  July 


15  April 
22  April 
29  April 
G May 
13  May 
20  May 
27  May 
3 June 
10  June 
17  Juno 
24  June 
1 July 
8 July 
15  July 
22  July 
29  July 

15  April 
22  April 
29  April 
6 May 
13  May 
20  May 
27  May 
3 June 
10  June 
17  Juno 
24  June 
1 July 
8 July 
15  July 
22  July 
29  July 

15  April 
22  April 
29  April 
6 May 
13  May 


Persona  relicTed 
under  Sec.  1. 

p3. 

9 relieTcd 
Sec.  S. 

Total  rcliered  out 
of  tho  Workhouse 

Expenditure. 

| c™. 

Persons 

Cases. 

Persons 

| Cases. 

Persons 

| In  Money. 

1 In  Kind. 

I Total. 

i,1a 

1,193 

1,200 

■ 

2,492 

2,496 

2,547 

2,561 

10 

41 

54 

21 

105 

150 

1,169 

1,190 

3,234 

1,254 

2,492 

2,517 

2,652 

2,711 

£ s.  d 
6 7 10 
6 13  11 
6 13  1 
6 14  9 

£ s. 

58  18 

59  11 

62  7 

63  12  11 

1 £ s.  d 

5 65  6 2 

4 66  5 1 

69  0 3 

70  7 8 

•- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No  out-door  relief. 

4 

19 

- 

- 

4 

19 

0 14  9 

0 14  94 

No  out-door  relief. 

344 

331 
330 

332 
316 
303 
300 
302 
298 
302 

310 
305 
307 
312 

311 
311 

813 

768 

763 

747 

717 

680 

658 

686 

683 
687 
711 
687 

684 

685 

686 
686 

1 III  III  1 1 1 | | | | M 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

344 

331 
330 

332 
816 
303 
300 
302 
298 
302 

310 
305 
307 
312 

311 
311 

813 

768 

763 

747 

717 

680 

658 

686 

683 
687 
711 
687 

684 

685 

686 

0 14  0 

0 15  0 
4 8 8 

1 2 0 

1 0 0 
1 0 0 

15  2 2 
15  11  0 
14  11  9 
13  14  6 
13  0 3. 
12  6 9 
12  2 4 
12  2 5 
12  1 G 
12’  6 2 
12  11  9 
12  4 0 
12  5 7 
12  2 1 
11  18  1 
11  18  If 

15  2 24 
15  11  01 
14  11  9; 
13  14  Gj 
13  0 3; 
12  6 9: 
12  2 4; 
12  16  5; 

12  1 6j 

13  1 2: 
17  0 5; 

12  4 0; 

13  7 7, 

12  2 lj 
12  18  1; 
12  18  1^ 

2,162 

2,411 

2,216 

2,144 

2,107 

2,079 

2,034 

2,055 

2.051 

2.052 
2,144 
2,223 
2,232 
2,318 
2,297 
2,310 

4,615 

4,807 

4,857 

4,597 

4,503 

4,520 

4,413 

4,396 

3,938 

4,349 

4,553 

4,677 

4,984 

5,153 

5,112 

5,111 

306 

319 

319 

303 

301 

274 

272 

271 

280 

271 

334 

363 

386 

397 

357 

350 

816 

836 

818 

781 

774 

756 

751 

737 

685 

721 

912 

969 

1.065 

1.066 
949 
967 

2,468 

2,730 

2,535 

2,447 

2,408 

2,353 

2,30G 

2,326 

2,331 

2,323 

2,478 

2,586 

2,618 

2,715 

2,654 

2,660 

5,431 

5,643 

5,675 

5,378 

5,277 

5,276 

5,164 

5,133 

4,623 

5,070 

5,465 

5,646 

6,049 

6,219 

6,061 

6,078 

0 2 9 

0 5 8 
0 11  2 
0 2 0 

1 6 8 
0 3 4 
0 10  9 

0~8  0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 6 7 
0 1 6 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 0 6 

122  6 10 
126  19  8 
126  7 3 

116  5 4 
113  1 10 
111  3 4 
108  3 2 

107  16  7 

108  1 8 
94  11  8 

113  7 5 

117  0 3 
140  12  1 
146  19  5 

140  16  7 

141  11  2 

122  9 7 
127  5 4 
126  18  5 

116  7 4 
114  8 6 
111  6 8 
108  13  11 

107  16  7 

108  4 8 
94  14  2 

113  13  5 

117  6 10 
140  13  7 
147  1 11 

140  19  1 

141  11  8 

— 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

No  out  door  relief. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

No  out-door  relief. 

2,941 

5,001 

2,645 

4,206 

5,586 

9,207 

- 

203  3 3j 

203  3 3f 

}- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Returns  not  recd. 

3,111 

2,964 

2,709 

2,812 

2,767 

2,589 

2,298 

2,373 

5,269 

5,459 

5,029 

5,072 

5,077 

4,595 

4,363 

4,020 

2,769 

2,853 

2,838 

2,871 

2,823 

2,631 

4,570 

5,184 

5’, 030 
5,296 
5,281 
3,280 
3,090 

5,880 

5,817 

5,547 

5,683 

5,590 

5,220 

4,121 

4,305 

10.643 
10,118 
10,102 
10,373 

9,876 

7.643 
7,110 

1 1 1 I 1 1 I 1 1 

287  4 5 
284  14  10 

292  8 3? 
294  18  51 
282  3 5 
254  4 0 
239  0 64 

287  4 5 
284~14  10 

292  8 3? 
294  18  54 
282  3 5 
254  4 0 
239  0 64 

Returns  not  reod. 
Cost  not  stated. 

623 

627 

650 

649 

661 

668 

684 

687 

730 

754 

758 

771 

788 

813 

831 

1,189 

1,205 

1,257 

1,259 

1,287 

1,307 

1,358 

1,376 

1,518 

1,570 

1,616 

1,638 

1,664 

1,719 

1,737 

1,717 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 

1 1 1 H I 1 1 ! M 1 1 1 1 1 

623 

627 

650 

649 

661 

668 

684 

687 

730 

754 

758 

771 

788 

813 

831 

1,189 

1,205 

1,257 

1,259 

1,207 

1,307 

1,358 

1,376 

1,518 

1,570 

1,616 

1,638 

1,664 

1,719 

1,737 

1,717 

1 15  5 

2 8 7 
1 10  10 

i 8 

1 11  5 

2 0 0 
1 14  01 
1 13  6J 
1 15  5 
1 14  10 
1 11  2 

1 14  4 

2 5 2 
2 0 2 
2 2 6 

24  1 2 

24  11  104 

25  14  5 

25  14  04 

26  7 5.1 
24  13  5 

27  0 8J 
27  11  9' 

30  9 11J 

31  6 11 

31  17  6 

32  5 14 
32  17  10' 
34  5 8 
34  10  8 
34  16  10 

25  16  7 
27  0 54 
27  5 3' 
27  3 3 
27  16  64 

26  4 10 
29  0 84 
29  5 94 

32  3 6 

33  2 4 
33  12  4 

33  16  34 

34  12  2 
36  10  10 
36  10  10 
36  19  4 

1,246 

1,254 

1,254 

1,243 

1,232 

2,982 

2,877 

2,886 

2,894 

2,940 

144 
150 
150 
150 
1 4 

401 

414 

407 

403 

391 

1,390 

1,404 

1,404 

1,393 

1,376 

3,383 

3,291 

3,293 

3,297 

3,331 

1 11  31 
0 7 O' 
0 7 6 
0 8 0 
0 5 10 

63  2 14 
65  3 10 

64  7 Ilf 
63  0 3f 
63  1 

— 

64  13  5 

65  10  10 
64  15  53 
63  8 3| 
63  7 0 1 

Vo  out-door  relief. 
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m 


Person, 

—1 

Expenditure. 

Kames  of  Union,. 

Week 

under 

Sec.  2. 

of  tho  W 

rkhouse. 

0b 

Caw,. 

Persons. 

Caws. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

In  Money. 

In  Kind. 

T.«., 

£ s.  d. 

£ A.  d. 

Drogheda 

20  May 

1,207 

2,909 

21 

53 

1,228 

2,962 

56  4 43 

56  4 43 

( continued ) 

1,196 

2,881 

1,196 

2,881 

52  12  8 

52  12  8 

1,183 

2,840 

1,183 

•2,840 

0 2 6 

64  2 13 

64  4 73 

JO  June 

1,207 

8 

1,215 

2,723 

62  13  84 

62  13  84 

17  June 

1,215 

1,219 

2,679 

60  15  37, 

GO  15  34 

1,190 

2,642 

4 

9 

1,194 

2,651 

56  1 7+ 

56  1 74 

1 July 

1,173 

2 

1,175 

2,599 

58  2 34 

58  2 34 

8 July 

1,160 

2,579 

5 

1,165 

2,599 

56  2 44 

56  2 4j 

15  July 

1,143 

2,525 

2,525 

0 4 6 

53  12  74 

53  17  lj 

22  July 

1,094 

2,352 

1,094 

2,352 

50  10  8 

50  10  8 

1,014 

2,207 

— 

— 

1,014 

2,207 

— 

52  0 1 

Dublin,  North  . 

15  April 

1,745 

3,248 

1,745 

3,248 

10  19  9 

93  6 10 

104  6 7 

22  April 

1,737 

3,310 

3,310 

10  19  9 

93  4 6 

29  April 

1,704 

3,283 

1,704 

3,283 

97  3 0 

6 May 

1,692 

1,692 

3,177 

91  7 33 

1,661 

3,109 

89  3 104 

20  May 

1,640 

3,089 

1,640 

86  12  13 

27  May 

1,625 

3,037 

1,625 

3,037 

85  11  104 

1,621 

1,621 

3;028 

85  1 71 

1,652 

1,652 

3.070 

85  0 03 

17  June 

1,602 

3,008 

1,602 

3,008 

83  16  8] 

83  16  84 

24  June 

1,593 

3,004 

1,593 

3,004 

1 July 

1,559 

2,922 

1,559 

2,922 

80  11  6' 

1,540 

2,913 

1,540 

2,913 

85  16  114 

15  July 

1,510 

2,791 

1,510 

•2,791 

83  13  llj 

22  July 

1.497 

2,785 

1,497 

2,785 

29  July 

1,492 

2,751 

— 

— 

1,497 

2,751 

— 

Dublin,  South  . 

15  April 

3,052 

5,817 

_ 

5,817 

13  0 4 

197  5 9 

210  6 1 

22  April 

3,022 

5,764 

3,022 

5,764 

13  1 10 

29  April 

3,004 

5,743 

3,004 

5,743 

3,003 

5,736 

3,003 

5,736 

13  May 

3,018 

3,018 

5,730 

205  15  111 

20  May 

3,045 

5,767 

3,045 

5,767 

Returns  not  recd. 

27  May 





3 June 

2,101 

4,067 

— 

— 

2,101 

4,067 

l 

Cost  not  stated. 

2,627 

2,(i27 

4,797 

12  9 9 

161  7 104 

2,611 

4,664 

171  18  7 

1 July 

2,641 

4,688 

2,641 

4,688 

8 July 

2,680 

4,810 

2,680 

4,810 

l 

Cost  not  stated. 

4,307 

146  3 3 

158  7 3 

5,101 

29  July 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Returns  not  reed. 

Dundalk 

1,058 

2,480 

1,058 

2,480 

66  8 14 

_ 

66  8 14 

1,038 

65  1 1; 

29  April 
6 May 

2,480 

65  16  4j 

1,040 

2,402 

1,040 

2,402 

63  13  7: 

13  May 

1,019 

2,340 

20  May 

??  6 V- 

922 

2,257 

956 

2,209 

57  18  11 

1,039 

1,039 

2,207 

2,230 

2,228 

975 

2,228 

56  8 10 

2,212 

8 July 

989 

2,223 

989 

2,223 

57  1 10| 

955 

22  July 
29  July 

928 

2,109 

z 

Z- 

928 

2,109 

- 

Returns  not  roc4. 

Dunfanaghy 

— 

. — 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 0 out-door  relief. 

Dungannon 

818 

1,681 

0 17  3 

27  3 83 

28  0 llj 

783 

776 

1,584 

1,574 

25  I 3j 

13  May 
20  May 
27  May 

783 

1,595 

776 

734 

i;572 

1,472 

= 

776 

734 

735 

1,572 

1,472 

1,504 

0 8 2 
0 8 2 

23  9 til 
23  10  4j 

23  17  Hi 
23  18  6| 

1,489 

734 

24  June 
1 July 
8 July 

756 

746 

719 

1,503 

1,484 

1,490 

1,461 

E 

E 

756 

746 

719 

741 

1,503 

1,484 

1,490 

1,461 

0 1 6 
0 3 0 

23  16  04 
23  18  5i 
22  17  3 

23  17  64 

24  1 55 
22  17  3 

22  July 
29  July 

715 

710 

1,420 

1,396 

Z 

~ 

715 

710 

1,396 

0 16 

22  2 0] 

•22  3 ej 

Dungarvan  . 

15  April 
22  April 
29  April 

2,240 

4,414 

14 

48 

2,254 

2,425 

4,462 

4,820 

74  13  6 
77  11  2 

24  11  6 
28  4 9 

99  5 0 

105  15  11 

2,470 

4,859 

27 

79 

2,497 

4,938 

4,952 

75  5 4 

27  12  7? 

102  17  111 

13  May 
20  May 
27  May 
3 June 

2,424 

2,346 

4,768 

4,735 

42 

34 

109 

90 

53 

2,466 

2,380 

2,194 

4,877 

4,825 

4,473 

75  15  8; 
69  18  10' 

27  17  2 
34  6 8 

103  12  101 

104  5 6" 

2,243 

4,584 

14 

12 

47 

41 

2|257 

2,004 

4,631 

3,943 

59  13  11J 

24  16  103 

84  10  10i 

17  June 
24  June 
1 July 
8 July 
15  July 
22  July 
29  July 

1,978 

2,023 

1,903 

2,008 

2,021 

2,029 

1,903 

3,859 

4,008 

3,713 

3,940 

3,926 

3,970 

3,700 

12 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

41 

12 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

1,990 

2,026 

1,906 

2,011 

2,024 

2,032 

1,906 

4,020 

3,724 

3,951 

3,937 

3,981 

3,711 

63  14  2 

64  11  2 
60  12  8 
61  4 11 
60  0 6 
55  7 7 

28  0 2; 
29  9 10: 

31  2 0. 
33  9 9; 

32  19  1 
32  5 1 

91  14  4- 
94  1 0: 

91  14  8. 
94  14  8; 

92  19  7 
87  12  8- 
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Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  &c. — continued. 


Perseus  rclierod 

Expenditure. 

— 

Name,  of  Colon.. 

Week 

ended 

under  Sec.  1. 

under 

Sec.  2. 

of  the  Workhouse. 

Cases. 

r™. 

Clses. 

Persons. 

Persons. 

In  Money. 

In  Kind. 

Total. 

Enniskillen 

0 July 

1,828 

3,840 

181 

45  *•  d 

£ t.  </ 

£ s.  d 

15  J uly 

1,807 

3,703 

177 

490 

1.984 

3,742 

29  July 

1,759 

3,578 

103 

474 

]>>’ 

4,052 

85  1 0 

85  1 0 

Ennistvmon 

15  April 

2.083 

4,408 

3,000 

q °p7 

4,089 

3,899 

9,834 

6,058 

\ - 

Cost  not  stated. 

fi  May 

4,085 

10,137 

15,063 

5,091 

13,470 

8,062 

20,395 

444  3 1 

6,207 

8.53 1 

457  16  1^ 

408  16  105 

20  May 

Cost  not  stated. 

27  May 

2,979 

0,088 

5.808 

11,851 

— 

— 

7,078 

6,047 

13,839 

9,015 

20,917 

456  13  9* 

10  June 

5,597 

12.033 

19,206 

7,328 

6,403 

14,718 

i - 

Cost  not  stated. 

24  Juno 

7,362 

0,307  14,303 

J 

1 July 

7.400 

0,351 

14,370 

9,543 

21,770 

16  10  1 

474  4 10.J 

490  14  lli 

4.707 

11,213 

7,320 

10,909 

21,385 

22  July 

3,229 

0,101 

13,099 

9,386 

471  18  10. 

489  11  11; 

7,078 

5,992 

13,419 

9,221 

21,097 

— 

— 

Cost  not  stated. 

Fermoy 

15  April 

4,023 

12,153 

281 

555 

4,904 

12,708 

9 12  10.1 

286  17  104 

296  10  85 

22  April 

292 

558 

290  17  2: 

4,709 

12,482 

208 

516 

12,998 

0 19  4: 

292  0 Of 

299  0 1 

(i  May 

10,584 

275 

507 

4,2C7 

11,091 

4 8 2 

258  14  9-; 

263  2 11; 

13  May 

12.386 

287 

502 

4.977 

12,888 

3 12  11 

235  16  0. 

239  8 11; 

20  May 

289 

487 

4,900 

12.G73 

3 2 9 

231  6 3, 

234  9 0. 

27  May 

278 

488 

223  16  8‘ 

4,364 

11,502 

273 

512 

4,037 

12,014 

3 12  1 

249  9 0i 

253  1 1- 

10  June 

11,958 

308 

600 

4.780 

12.558 

2 16  8: 

209  11  6i 

272  8 3 

12,112 

321 

638 

4,842 

3 7 4.: 

284  6 Oj 

287  13  0: 

4,009 

12,500 

31 G 

614 

4,925 

13.114 

2 19  10 

; 09  4 8] 

312  4 G; 

307 

544 

5,004 

13,375 

3 13  6 

309  4 3: 

312  17  94 

0 July 

4.765 

334 

654 

5,099 

13,040 

3 5 1 

300  4 9? 

303  9 10i 

4,743 

12,980 

320 

590 

5,003 

4 18  7 

291  19  74 

296  18  2i 

22  July 

13,090 

317 

5,055 

289  8 77 

292  15  64 

4,707 

13,036 

322 

£84 

5,029 

13,020 

3 9 7 

298  4 0?- 

301  13  7j 

Galway 

15  April 

3,303 

8,239 

7,411 

16,294 

10.714 

24,533 

0 10  6 

57G  2 65 

576  13  02 

8,000 

7,073 

17,429 

11,155 

20,089 

0 7 0 

007  15  4:' 

(JOS  2 44 

29  April 

9.007 

7,705 

17,405 

11.340 

20,412 

0 0 6 

605  11  15 

605  17  7- 

3,774 

9,439 

7,001 

10,469 

1 1,375 

0 0 6 

614  3 2i 

614  3 85 

3.822 

9.442 

7.830 

17,301 

11,(152 

26.743 

0 0 6 

605  0 1 

605  0 7 

9,704 

7,973 

17,523 

11,893 

0 1 8 

034  0 3 

634  1 11 

3,902 

9,709 

7,920 

17,201 

11,022 

26,910 

0 0 6 

637  10  64 

637  11  04 

3,997 

10.259 

8.200 

17,905 

28,244 

0 1 6 

755  6 64 

755  8 0.1 

3,980 

10,533 

8,596 

19,050 

12.576 

29,583 

815  0 5 

815  0 5 

17  June 

4.094 

10,837 

9,050 

2(1,200 

13,144 

31,097 

796  6 32 

4,128 

10,939 

8,921 

20,414 

805  14  34 

805  14  34 

1 July 

4,178 

11,122 

9,155 

21,069 

13,333 

32,191 

822  8 87 

822  8 8.' 

8 July 

4,204 

11,095 

9,040 

20,023 

13,250 

31,718 

841  9 6? 

841  9 67 

15  J uly 

4,208 

11,147 

9,060 

20.549 

13,260 

31 ,09G 

0 IS  0 

839  14  5 

840  9 5 

22  July 

4.157 

11,382 

8,715 

20,326 

12,872 

31,700 

844  2 102 

844  2 10; 

29  July 

4,198 

11,009 

0,304 

20,057 

12,562 ' 

31.06G 

— 

940  2 6j 

940  2 Sj 

Glenties  . 

15  April 

2,132 

3,064 

496 

1,033 

2,628 

4,097 

_ 

116  14  3J 

116  14  3J 

22  April 

3,508 

416 

1,031 

2.001 

4,599 

114  7 6 

114  7 6 

29  April 

1.317 

301 

1,018 

3.512 

90  13  lj 

G May 

1,290 

2,070 

278 

079 

1,568 

3,349 

85  1 34, 

85  1 34 

13  May 

841 

1,559 

108 

30.9 

1,009 

1,928 

48  11  8 

20  May 

1.054 

2.102 

231 

538 

1,285 

2,640 

66  5 11 

27  May 

1,806 

2,891 

319 

927 

1,625 

3,818 

89  17  10 

3 June 
10  June 

1,388 

3,001 

328 

923 

1,716 

3,989 

94  7 5 

t 

24  June 
1 July 
8 July 

} 

| Returns  not  re- 

1 1,559 

3.646 

1,400 

2.882 

2,965 

6,528 

223  18  1 

>23  18  1 

2,031 

4,082 

1,886 

3,331 

3,917 

7,413 

245  0 104 

/■Returns  not  re- 
t ceived. 

22  July 
29  July 

}- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Goiuir 

la  April 

993 

2,105 

43 

as 

1,036 

2,190 

66  S 2 

2 6 5 

68  9 7 

985 

2,083 

32 

62 

1,017 

2,145 

66  9 9 

I 9_  "J 

29  April 

995 

2,125 

41 

76 

1,036 

2,201 

66  16  3 

69  3 7 J 

1,023 

2,224 

48 

90 

1,071 

2,320 

(.7  8 11 

13  May 

1,002 

2,290 

44 

86 

1,106 

2,376 

69  12  7 

20  May 

1,082 

2,333 

100 

1,137 

2,433 

09  19  11 

27  May 

1,072 

2,286 

48 

95 

1,120 

2,331 

69  17  8 

/3  14  /i 

2,472 

50 

96 

1,177 

2,568 

72  1 3 

s a 0 

1,186 

2,067 

82 

247 

1,268 

2,914 

73  5 4 

1,108 

2,470 

04 

141 

1.232 

2,611 

76  13  3 

1,194 

2,614 

1,272 

2,793 

75  16  9 

85  15  7 3 

1,210 

2,682 

174 

1,293 

2,856 

78  4 11 

12  , 1 2.J 

1,189 

2,567 

1,259 

2,742 

76  7 4 

1.184 

2,549 

71 

174 

1,255 

2,723 

74  16  10 

2,458 

1,242 

2,630 

74  2 7 

29  July 

1,157 

2,461 

63 

134 

1,220 

2,595 

73  8 5 

1,043 

2,641 

4,319 

8,037 

5,362 

10,728 

13  4 6 

333  1 44. 

346  5 10J 

1,055 

4,345 

aiis 

5.400 

10,1!G4 

16  0 2 

1,062 

4.289 

8,187 

5,351 

10,911 

16  9 10 

1,041 

2,648 

4,163 

7,959 

5,204 

10,607 

275  1 14 

2,689 

7,709 

5,106 

10,398 

3,487 

6,962 

4,498 

9,514 

27  May 

908 

2,409 

3,329 

6,040 

4,297 

8,449 

5 16  10 
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Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-Door  Relief,  &c. — continued. 


Names  of  Unions. 

Week 

ended 

Persons  relieTed 
under  See.  I. 

Persons  reliered 
under  See.  2. 

Toial  reliered  out 
of  the  Workhouse. 

Expenditure. 

Observations. 

Cases. 

r„.„. 

Cases. 

r™. 

Cases. 

p™. 

In  Money. 

In  Kind. 

Total. 

£ s. 

d 

Oort  <co nf.mici)  . 

3 June 

937 

2,424 

3,214 

5,984 

4,151 

8,408 

4 2 

11 

221  15 

11 

225  18  10 

10  June 

955 

2,471 

3,128 

6,020 

4,083 

8,491 

5 0 

1 

222  14 

980 

2,598 

3,082 

5,941 

4,062 

8,539 

4 5 

0 

228  12 

23 

24  June 

1,004 

2,738 

6,183 

4,336 

8,921 

3 7 

6 

235  19 

11 

239  7 

1 July 

1,019 

2,764 

3,311 

6,201 

4,330 

8,965 

2 7 

6 

236  0 

238  7 

8 July 

1,034 

2,709 

3,370 

6,305 

•1,404 

9,014 

1 17 

6 

238  17 

In  July 

1,054 

2,730 

3,352 

6,233 

4,406 

8,963 

0 19 

0 

240  15 

2, 

-I 

22  July 

980 

2,556 

3,199 

5,940 

4,179 

8,496 

0 12 

0 

227  17 

II 

29  July 

941 

2,394 

2,953 

5,671 

3,893 

8,065 

0 9 

0 

214  1 

11} 

214  10  113 

Gobtin 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No  out-door  relief. 

Granard  . 

15  April 

1,730 

3,777 

247 

484 

1,977 

4,261 

0 15 

0 

155  10 

5 

22  April 

2, 103 

5,144 

399 

1,186 

2,562 

6,330 

0 14 

« 

168  0 

(|i 

168  14 

6§ 

2,078 

4,594 

567 

1,643 

2,645 

6,237 

0 12 

6 

162  13 

163  6 

6 May 

2,012 

4,497 

684 

2,025 

9,696 

6,522 

0 8 

0 

166  13 

V 

167  . 1 

13  May 

2,089 

4,594 

2,177 

2,832 

6,771 

0 13 

0 

171  5 

0.- 

171  18 

20  May 

2,125 

4,703 

873 

2,436 

2,998 

7,139 

0 13 

0 

102  17 

% 

183  10 

21 

4,725 

862 

2,414 

2,987 

7,139 

0 8 

0 

187  9 

2- 

187  17 

2,041 

4,642 

1,029 

2,800 

3,070 

7,442 

0 7 

0 

189  7 

1 

189  14 

1 0 June 

2,044 

4,562 

1,076 

2,812 

3,120 

7,374 

0 8 

6 

191  17 

0- 

2,042 

4,558 

1,111 

2,889 

3,153 

7,447 

0 15 

8 

191  19 

1) 

2,041 

4,571 

1,070 

3,1)4 

7,420 

0 15 

10 

190  18 

8 

191  14 

6 

1 July 

2,015 

4,556 

1.042 

2,861 

7,417 

0 12 

10 

189  1 

189  14 

2,005 

4,428 

1,070 

2,912 

3,075 

7,340 

0 12 

0 

187  9 

188  1 

1,9(55 

4,30.0 

936 

2,499 

2.901 

6,808 

0 

22  July 

1,849 

3,885 

282 

564 

2,131 

4,449 

0 13 

6 

1,824 

3,876 

519 

1,036 

2,343 

4,912 

0 12 

0 

134  17 

4 

185  9 

si 

iKlSltOWEN  . 

15  April 

2E0 

498 

_ 

_ 

290 

498 

1 

10  19 

289 

550 

21,') 

550 

29  April 

308 

602 

308 

602 

13  10 

333 

656 

333 

9 

2 

14  13 

11 

361 

731 

a 

15  17 

734 

387 

731 

350 

696 

356 

696 

15  2 

328 

618 

328 

618 

13  12 

1U  June 

348 

633 

348 

305 

532 

306 

532 

587 

320 

587 

1 July 

547 

314 

6 

12  5 

4 

12  7 

8 July 

711 

4 

15  11 

15  July 

581 

13  5 

LI 

22  July 

616 

347 

616 

13  17 

29  July 

649 

— 

— 

363 

649 

0 1 

0 

14  11 

9 

14  12 

9 

Kantuuk  . 

15  April 

4,377 

11,346 

1,251 

3,644 

5,628 

l ± opp 

260  2 

3 

260  2 

3 

9,843 

1,132 

3,388 

4,880 

13,231 

29  April 

9,474 

1,139 

3,311 

4,703 

12,785 

219  13 

6 May 

9,685 

1,194 

3,403 

4,758 

13,088 

13  May 

9,530 

1,141 

3,329 

4,639 

20  May 

9,185 

1,122 

3,283 

27  May 

9,493 

1,164 

3,379 

4,581 

12,872 

218  6 

1,143 

3,440 

4,581 

12,864 

226  10 

10  June 

■ 1,249 

3,760 

4,702 

13,148 

269  19 

17  June 

1,130 

3,496 

4,577 

24  June 

9,228 

1,152 

3,546 

4,596 

1 July 

9,219 

1,184 

3,609 

4.566 

12,828 

8 July 

9,167 

1,154 

3,571 

4,511 

12,738 

4,547 

5,160 

13,118 

275  19 

22  July 

1,907 

4,448 

5,104 

281  17 

5 

1,089 

3,489 

4,199 

12,452 

— 

273  5 

4.1 

273  5 

IfSLLS  . 

15  April 

721 

1,512 

8 

16 

729 

16 

26 

784 

1,557 

29  April 

1,531 

17 

27 

1,558 

46  6 

"i 

17 

31 

746 

1,516 

4 

13  May 

16 

25 

727 

1,507 

1,544 

16 

26 

759 

11? 

15 

25 

704 

1,414 

17 

10  June 

20 

36 

709 

1,392 

16 

26 

706 

1,452 

22 

44 

730 

1,496 

22 

44 

716 

23 

48 

722 

1,450 

4^ 

1,449 

23 

49 

725 

1,498 

35 

78 

719 

1,484 

34 

77 

720 

1,484 

0 3 

0 

35  2 

2 

35  5 

Kknma.br  . 

15  April 

3,106 

8.644 

293 

318 

3,459 

22  April 

296 

341 

3,441 

29  April 

386 

474 

3,537 

3,151 

478 

660 

3,629 

556 

644 

3,815 

637 

702 

3,958 

4,595 

May 

3,321 

782 

4,014 

4,675 

596 

951 

1,045 

1,340 

5,270 

6,756 

1,090 

1,425 

o5 

1,131 

1,546 

5,517 

1,131 

1,546 

5,517 

7,290 

1,048 

1,409 

5,434 

1,108 

1,409 

5,494 

2 17 

4,568 

1,133 

1,420 

993 

1,244 

5,327 

6,848 

3 10 

3 

159  6 

7} 

152  16  10} 
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Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  &c. — continued. 


Names  of  Unions. 

Week 

ended 

Persons  relieved 
under  See.  1. 

Persons  relieved 
under  Sec.  2. 

Total  relieved  out 
of  the  Workhouse. 

Expenditure. 

Observations. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Tenons. 

Cases. 

Perseus. 

a«-r. 

In  Kind 

T.U. 

Kilkeel 

106 

203 

106 

203 

107 

207 

107 

207 

0 2 

6 

3 15 

1 

7 • ; 

166 

93 

166 

0 2 

6 

3 9 

3 11 

6 May 

162 

91 

162 

6 

3 8 102 

3 11 

95 

164 

95 

164 

0 2 

6 

3 9 

3 12 

20  May 

93 

164 

93 

164 

0 2 

6 

3 9 

3 11 

27  May 

94 

162 

94 

162 

0 2 

3 8 

3 il 

98 

187 

98 

187 

3 15 

3 15 

10  June 

97 

177 

97 

0 0 

4 

3 12 

8 

3 13 

17  June 

92 

165 

92 

165 

0 1 

0 

3 9 

3 

3 10 

24  June 

93 

161 

93 

161 

0 0 

3 9 

3 9 

1 July 

98 

174 

98 

0 3 10' 

3 14 

3 18 

71 

8 July 

94 

170 

94 

3 14 

3 14 

92 

165 

92 

165 

0 2 

6 

3 12 

■v 

22  July 

93 

170 

93 

170 

0 0 

3 13 

3 13  10' 

29  July 

92 

167 

— 

— 

92 

167 

0 0 

6 

3 12 

0 

3 12 

6 

Kilkehmt  . 

3,349 

7,135 

1.08 

295 

3,547 

7,430 

207  6 

0 

9 8 

216  14 

22  April 

3,310 

7,082 

142 

237 

3,452 

7,319 

202  19 

8 

15  4 

0 

218  3 

« 

3,273 

7,041 

142 

229 

3,415 

196  8 

15  12 

212  1 

6 May 

3,215 

6,923 

35 

68 

3,250 

6,991 

189  14 

15 

12  11 

4 

202  5 

13  Mav 

3,143 

6,704 

37 

.i.iao 

6,781 

1114  2 

8 

13  9 

l!.7  12 

20  May 

3,100 

6,603 

35 

3,135 

6,677 

175  9 

17  4 

192  14 

27  May 

3.105 

6,456 

36 

78 

3,141 

6,534 

171  19 

3 

21  12 

95 

l!>3  12 

05 

3,088 

6,439 

30 

3,118 

6,486 

170  7 

•>' 

25  1 

4 ' 

195  8 

3,041 

6,347 

34 

3,075 

6,392 

168  3 

25 

190  3 

95 

6,327 

31 

39 

3,058 

6,366 

167  12 

1 

21  14 

189  ii 

3,054 

6,392 

31 

39 

3,085 

6,431 

169  11 

9 

‘21  13 

4 

191  5 

1 

3,116 

6,412 

32 

40 

3,148 

6,4.52 

168  18 

9 

23  16 

192  15 

45 

3,068 

6,379 

32 

39 

3,100 

6,418 

167  6 

4- 

1 ■ 

191  4 

3,069 

6,418 

31 

40 

3,100 

6,458 

168  1 

24  13 

55 

192  15 

05 

22  July 

3,056 

6,371 

31 

45 

3,087 

6,416 

168  7 

3 

24  6 

85 

19-2  13 

115 

29  July 

3,064 

6,390 

27 

33 

3,091 

6,423 

168  10 

05 

25  13 

55 

194  3 

6 

KlLURNEY  . 

4,017 

11,423 

423 

1,319 

4,440 

12,742 

_ 

333  5 

339  5 

Sii 

3,330 

8,501 

313 

1,119 

3,673 

9,620 

244  12 

45 

29  April 

3,429 

8,758 

358 

1,146 

3,787 

9,904 

259  7 

0 

259  7 

0 

G May 

3,482 

419 

1,420 

3,901 

10,408 

268  14 

9 

268  14 

9 

13  May 

3,513 

9,085 

376 

1,152 

3,889 

10,237 

283  2 

9 

283  2 

9 

20  Mav 

3,5  j 2 

9,341 

3G4 

1,088 

3,936 

10,429 

279  16 

7{ 

279  16 

27  May 

3,615 

9,552 

382 

1,158 

3,997 

10,710 

287  14 

287  14 

3,649 

9,440 

361 

993 

4,010 

10,433 

316  14 

no 

3,384 

8,387 

344 

972 

3,723 

9,359 

320  9 

320  9 

17  June 

3,358 

8,092 

912 

3,693 

9,004 

«s 

292  9 

Hi 

3,399 

8,143 

334 

892 

3,733 

9,035 

274  10 

64 

274  10 

Ci 

3,478 

8,404 

346 

931 

3,824 

9,33.5 

284  14 

n 

284  11 

3,508 

8,499 

! 74 

3.863 

9,473 

IS  July 

3,420 

8,235 

348 

3,768 

9,199 

t>! 

276  6 

ui 

22  July 

3,468 

7,917 

328 

912 

3,796 

8,829 

266  9 

5] 

29  July 

3,435 

8,072 

353 

948 

3,788 

9,020 

— 

274  10 

cj 

5,680 

13,984 

598 

1,310 

6,278 

15,294 

0 4 

7 

319  9 

45 

319  13 

115 

22  April 

5,826 

690 

1,667 

6,516 

16,182 

0 7 

V 

3.57  17 

3 

358  4 

10 

5,876 

14,647 

691 

1,688 

6,567 

16,335 

0 8 

0 

370  10 

6,074 

14,724 

700 

1,519 

6,774 

16,243 

0 6 

t) 

370  16 

25 

371  2 

11? 

6,084 

14,221 

669 

1,490 

6,753 

15,711 

0 14 

11 

0? 

6,026 

14,616 

794 

1,756 

6,820 

16,372 

0 8 

3 

Ol 

38-5  6 

85 

5,880 

14,226 

791 

6,671 

16,048 

0 11 

11 

3.96  15 

397  7 

0 

6,006 

14,064 

1,852 

6,803 

1.5,916 

1 9 

9 

407  19  102 

409  9 

5,801 

13,953 

769 

1,717 

6,570 

15,670 

3 6 

0 

389  13 

7; 

392  19 

i 

5,605 

13,383 

750 

1,725 

6,355 

15,108 

0 9 

3 

8 

5,598 

13,711 

746 

1,752 

6,344 

15,463 

0 9 

» 

5,522 

14,304 

769 

1,784 

6,291 

16,0118 

0 9 

3 

5,496 

14,217 

733 

1,637 

6,229 

15,854 

1 7 

5,377 

14,066 

720 

1,577 

6,097 

15,643 

0 15 

0 

338  8 

5,235 

13,712 

668 

1,448 

5,903 

15,160 

0 17 

10 

9i 

29  Jul> 

4,920 

12,723 

612 

1,303 

5,532 

14,026 

l 2 

8 

44 

2,099 

5,021 

404 

952 

2,503 

5,973 

7 3 

3 

175  7 

6i 

182  10 

9} 

5,348 

16,981 

5,348 

1,6981 

G,021 

17,614 

6,021 

1,7614 

a- 

6,136 

18,606 

6,136 

18,606 

3,831 

10.4G1 

1,517 

6,107 

5,348 

16,568 

»» 

11,223 

1,713 

6,581 

5.876 

17,804 

4,241 

8,972 

1,710 

5,732 

5,951 

14,704 

a? 

3; 

9,792 

1,762 

5,664 

6.027 

15,456 

4,305 

11,522 

1,807 

6,429 

6,112 

17,951 

409  16 

409  16 

4,394 

12,098 

1,957 

7,074 

6,351 

19,172 

446  10 

9i 

8,99i 

10,915 

1,642 

6,082 

5,636 

16,997 

4,441 

12,394 

1,919 

6,675 

6,360 

19,069 

13,314 

1,938 

7,487 

6,652 

20,801 

4j 

430  13 

4: 

11,532 

1,945 

6,736 

6,770 

18,268 

484  11 

5; 

1,991 

7,279 

6,834 

19,556 

481  10 

29  July 

4,766 

12,290 

1,827 

7,073 

6,593 

19,363 

— 

465  19 

*4 

465  19 

65 

KlNSALE  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No  out-door  relief. 

Larne 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No  out-door  relief 

Letierkennt  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No  out-door  relief 

i;  j 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

Returns  not  reC1. 

8,526 

4,109 

8,702 

4,166 

8,702 

315  19 

5 

8,801 

4,241 

8,801 

319  10 

13  May 

3,904 

8,438 

3,904 

8,438 

304  3 

3 
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Lisburn 

LlSMORE 


Lisnaskea  . 
Listowe  . . 


20  May 
27  May 

10  Juno 
17  June 

1 July 
f)  July 

22  July 
29  July 


29  April 
6 May 
13  May 
20  May 
27  May 

10  June 

”l  July 
0 July 
15  July 
22  July 
29  J uly 


15  April 

29  April 
G May- 
13  May- 
20  May- 
27  May 
3 June 
10  June 
17  June 
24  J une 
1 July 
B July 

22  July 
29  July 

15  April 
22  April 
29  April 
G May 
13  May- 
20  May 
i 27  May 

10  Juno 

24  Juno 
1 July 

0 July 
15  July- 

22  July- 

29  July 

. ! 15  April 
22  Ajiril 
29  April 
G May 
13  May 
20  May- 
27  May 
3 June 
10  June 

24  June 

1 July 
8 July 

15  July 
22  July- 
29  July 

15  April 

29  April 
6 May 
13  May 
20  May- 
27  May 
3 June 
10  June 
17  Juno 
24  June 
1 July 
8 July 


3.1150 

3,825 

3,787 

3,913 

4,029 

•1,134 


Cases.  Persons,  i 


8,499 
8.467 
8,533 
8,8.'.  8 
9,174 
9,516 
9,781 
9,976 
10,000 


2,452 
2,575 
2.8(15 
3,096 
2,929 
2,915 
2,746 
2 633 
2,389 
2,115 
1,948 
1,779 


4,577 

4,2.93 

4,394 

4,274 

4,290 

4,248 

4,304 


2,740 

2,128 

2,483. 


8,453 

8,097 

8.478 

0,632 

8.747 
9.059 
8,992 
9,045 
9,219 
8,602 

1.747 
1.773 
1,723 
1.564  . 
1,595  I 
1,521  ! 
1,536 
1,525 
1,545 
1,585 
1,665 
1,674 
1.652 
lj692 
1,626 
1,525 

5,688  ( 


8,828  I 
12,807  i 
13,114 
9,679 
9,857 
9,554 
9,602 
9.437 
9,181 

5,9.00 
4,574  | 
4,700 

5,130 

4,950 

5,823 

5,928 


1,8.' 1 
1,826 
1,36] 
1.262 
1,240 

1.242 
1.2411 
2,131 
3,259 

4,142 

4,160 

4.243 
4.157 
4,073 
3,882 


10,4.93 
11,103 
12,118 
12,298 
12,505 
12.624 
12, .545 
11,944 


1,001 

1,013 

1,011 


1,706 

1,772 

1.763 

1,719 


1,106 

1,233 

1,167 

1,292 

1,270 

1,480 

1,534 


845 
987 
1,045 
1,140 
1,182 
1,155 
1,213 
1,174  | 
1,140  ! 
1,054  ; 
932  I 
840 


Persons.  In  Money.  In  Kind. 


8,435  I 306  7 9 
8.542  ! 301  12  7 
8, 4.5,0  i 302  3 7 
8,467  I 298  18  4 
8,533  301  5 11 


8,858 

9,174 

9,516 

9,781 

9,976 

10,000 


5,147 

5,360 

5,249 

5,291 

5,261 

5,315 


13,285 

13.255 

11,116 

11,254 

11,330 

11,468 

12.004 
15,28.9 
18.971 
19,735 
20,865 
21,157 

21.4  97 
21,669 
21,764 
20,546 

1,747 

1,773 

1.723 

1,564 

1,595 

1,521 

1.536 

1 X.5 
1,585 
1,665 
1,674 
1,652 
1,692 
1,626 
1,525  j 


9,566 

13,743 

14,236 

11,199 

11,555 

11,260 

11,874 


321  7 2 
331  16  0 
339  10  G 
344  1 0 3 
343  15  6 


49  1 
51  18 
56  19 
62  17 


61  18  1 
38  17 
38  11 
36  19 


15  5 104 
0 14  11  1 
8 14  5: 


5 a 


335 
852  10 
289  14  10' 
2.90  10  9 
2.94  8 10  , 

32.9  17  101 
354  17  54 
467  6 9 

5.5.9  14  34 
606  3 
683  1.9 
604  14 
387  1 3 .'111 

555  7 4i 
571  18  111 

556  8 1 

42  1G  5 
42  1 0 
39  19  8 
37  16  8 


30  14 
30  10 
29  11 


3011  7 Si 

301  12  7 j 

302  3 7 ! 
298  18  4 ! 
301  5 11  i 
308  5 4 
321  7 2 | 
331  16 
339  10 

344  10  3 I 
343  15 


49  1 9 
51  18 
56  19  ,. 
62  17  1A 
67  1 5 j 
71  17  1 
73  10  0 
73  7 2 
71  18  7 
69  10  10 
66  0 41 


No  out-door  relief.  | 


335  8 5i 
352  10  4 j 
2119  14  10 
290  10  9 
294  8 10 
330  3 61 
354  1 9 1.4 
467  10 
559  14  . 
606  3 85! 
634  1 ’ 1 
604  14  . , 
387  15  31 
555  7 45 
572  0 71 


42  16  5 
42  1 ' 

3!)  19 
37  16  8 


28  9 5 

29  0 8 

29  16  3 

30  2 10 
80  14  ' 
30  10 

29  11 
28  9 . 


Cost  not  stated. 
Returns  not  reff1. 


Returns  not  recd. 


195  8 51 
205  11  0 i 
247  8 7 I 
260  15 


Returns  not  recJ.  | 
f Cost'not  stated. 


1C.9  9 

185  1 1 

186  17 
192  17 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS, 
Return  of  Persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief,  &c continued. 


Names  of  Unions. 

Week 

ended 

Persons  relieved 
under  Sec.  1 . 

Porsons  relieved 
under  Sec.  2. 

Total  relieved  out 
of  tile  Workhouse. 

Expenditure. 

Observations. 

Cnees. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persons. 

In  Money. 

In  Kind. 

*«>• 

d. 

£ d. 

22  April 

631 

1,276 

33 

714 

1,330 

1 7 

9 

44  4 9 

45  12  6 

29  April 

fijii 

1,212 

30 

50 

676 

1,202 

1 5 

3 

41  17  3. 

43  2 6: 

26 

42 

632 

1,160 

0 17 

0 

37  is  in 

13  Hay 

500' 

937 

17 

523 

904 

0 18 

V 

29  7 2j 

30  5 9; 

470 

889 

493 

914 

0 17 

'll 

26  12  3- 

437 

814 

12 

449 

839 

0 17 

20  3 11; 

430 

790 

21 

0 18 

1 

1U  June 

432 

705 

9 

19 

441 

004 

0 16 

6 

389 

2 

0 15 

11 

22  7 7; 

23  3 65 

24  June 

335 

701 

6 

0 16 

4 

22  1 10 

22  18  2 

1 July 

279 

487 

27  9 

407 

590 

345 

590 

0 9 

0 

19  4 9 

19  13  9 

337 

585 

337 

585 

0 7 

9 

19  0 4; 

22  July 

330 

570 

1 

1 

331 

571 

0 7 

10  1 li 

18  8 102 

315 

54G 

1 

1 

31 G 

s« 

0 7 

9 

17  7 4 

17  IS  1 

Rathdrbm  . 

15  April 

1,059 

2,197 

_ 

_ 

1,0.59 

2,197 

_ 

41  8 6 

41  8 6 

22  April 

1.040 

1,046 

40  15  1 

29  April 

1,001 

2,223 

1,001 

2,223 

40  6 51 

40  6 5.1 

2,315 

1,032 

2,315 

42  15  112 

42  15  113 

1,044 

2,334 

1,044 

2,334 

45  8 1J 

45  8 1.3 

1,061 

2,239 

1,061 

2,239 

45  18  7 

45  18  T 

1,0  » 

2,4*2 1 

1,055 

2,421 

53  4 2 

53  4 2 

1,058 

2,319 

1,058 

2,319 

53  18  11 

10  Juno 

1,008 

2,364 

1,068 

2,364 

54  14  V. 

54  14  71 

2,385 

1,067 

53  15  9 

53  15  9" 

1,059 

2,380 

1,059 

2,380 

51  6 5 

51  6 5 

1 July 

2,331 

1,052 

2.331 

51  7 10 

1,033 

2,299 

1.033 

2,299 

.50  11  10 

2,229 

1,021 

2,2-29 

22  July 

1,022 

2,243 

1, 022 

2,243 

50  15  2 

50  IS  2 

29  July 

2,221 

— 

— 

1,022 

2,221 

— 

51  8 5^ 

51  8 53 

Ratukbiie  . 

15  April 

3,378 

7,030 

370 

1,229 

3,718 

8,865 

13  2 

6 

238  12  2 

251  14  8 

22  April 

370 

1,038 

3,752 

8,098 

13  0 

0 

252  13  10 

29  April 

350 

956 

3,796 

8,623 

6 Hay 

3,477 

7,810 

351 

930 

3,828 

1 3 May 

3,508 

8,005 

319 

732 

3,827 

8,003 

322 

732 

3,828 

27  May 

3,500 

8.003 

322 

3,828 

8,795 

250  9 10 

8,107 

318 

675 

3,852 

8,842 

0 4 

6 

•257  19  5 

258  3 11 

10  June 

8,213 

315 

064 

3,864 

0 1 

0 

258  1.0  5 

2.59  0 11 

17  June 

0,532 

372 

924 

4,006 

9,450 

9,058 

827 

3,007 

4,651 

0 2 

1 July 

9,402 

1,013 

3,794 

13,256 

8 July 

9,776 

1.103 

4,417 

5,236 

14,193 

15  J uly 

9,811 

1,240 

4,708 

5,354 

14,519 

4,140 

9,846 

1,267 

4.807 

5,413 

29  July 

9,770 

1,229 

4,704 

5,326 

14,474 

0 5 

0 

422  2 7 

4-22  7 7 

Roscommon  . 

15  April 

3,707 

8,840 

4,248 

11.470 

7.955 

20,316 

4 10 

41 

22  April 

3,(191 

4,172 

10,985 

19,876 

3,938 

10.280 

7,561 

18,803 

6 May 

8,183 

3,904 

10,080 

18,209 

nt 

13  May 

8,421 

3,G45 

9,658 

7,217 

18,079 

1 13 

9 

8,558 

3,367 

8,814 

6,968 

17,372 

3 o lii 

8,447 

3,290 

6,832 

3 June 

8,200 

3,357 

8,653 

6,920 

16,853 

2 18 

8,945 

3,400 

9,557 

7,034 

18,502 

3 10 

3,879 

10,009 

7,759 

19,200 

7 0 

9,340 

4,308 

10,607 

8,236 

19,947 

3 5 

3 

9,540 

4,625 

10,827 

8.648 

20,307 

9,601 

4,765 

11,316 

8,809 

9,707 

4,983 

11,554 

9,091 

21,321 

4,123 

9,710 

4,933 

11,580 

9,056 

21,290 

6 17 

7 

586  13  8J 

593  11  3| 

Roscrea 

15  April 

2,108 

5,318 

567 

2,176 

2.735 

7,494 

506 

2,238 

2,655 

7,442 

541 

2,118 

2,000 

7,165 

4,909 

460 

1.836 

2,485 

0,805 

407 

1,563 

2,394 

4,934 

380 

1,521 

2,411 

1,981 

4,828 

320 

1,311 

2,301 

0,139 

4,794 

252 

1,077 

2,220 

4,785 

252 

1,079 

2,219 

5,864 

il  June 

246 

1,067 

2,215 

5,853 

1,960 

244 

1,056 

2,204 

252 

1,082 

2,273 

0,009 

258 

1,093 

2,239 

5,893 

265 

1,128 

2,290 

4,935 

277 

1,183 

2,304 

6,118 

-9  July 

276 

1,174 

2,317 

6,139 

6 1-2 

6.4 

184  17  10' 

185  10  4j 

SCIRIFF  . 

15  April 

2,253 

6,294 

2,435 

7,456 

4,688 

13,750 

2,164 

8,443 

4,290 

2,927 

8,590 

4,992 

13,974 

100  15 

2,276 

9,592 

15,434 

3,544 

9,719 

5,821 

15,560 

2,287 

3,534 

9,469 

5,821 

15,293 

96  2 

0 

9,707 

2,351 

3,712 

10,029 

6,063 

15,999 

10,261 

5,698 

3,424 

10,466 

5,840 

3,446 

10,475 

5,928 

16,691 

133  3 

6 

10,830 

6,145 

17,048 

133  9 

6' 

11,343 

6,351 

17,473 

138  16 

0 

453  14  5 

592  10  11* 
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Number  of  Paupers  relieved  in  eacli  Union  in  Ireland ; distinguishing  tbe  In-door  and  Out-door  Poor,  for  the 
3rd  June,  1848,  respectively ; distinguishing  also  tlie  Unions  under  the  Charge  of  Temporary  Inspectors. 


which  cannot  bo  distinguished  in  the  “ Arcrage  Weekly  Cost"  for  Out-door  Relief. 
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* In  vane  few  Unions  there  is  a small  allowance  giren  for  Lodging  and  Clothing, 
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